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THE melancholy duty of examining the Papers of my

deceafed Friend devolved upon me at a time when I

was depreffed by fevere afflidlions.

In that ftate of mind, I hefitated to undertake the

tafk of feleding and preparing his Manufcripts for the

prefs. The warmth of my early and long attachment to

Mr. Gibbon made me confcious of a partiality, which

it was not proper to indulge, efpecially in revifmg

many of his juvenile and unfinifhed compofitions. I

had to guard, not only againft a fentiment like my

own, which I found extcnfively diffufed, but alfo againft

the eagernefs occafioned by a very general curiofity to fee

in print every literary relick, however imperfed, of fo

diftinguiflied a writer.

Iking aware how difgracefully Authors of Eminence

have been often treated, by an indifcreet pofthumous pub-

lication of fragments and carelefs cffufions ; when- 1 had

fekfted thofe Papers which to my felf appeared the fitteft

for the public eye, I confulted fomc of our common

A 2 ' friends,
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friends, whom I knew to be equally anxious with myfelf

for Mr. Gibbon's fame, and fully competent, from their

judgment, to protedt it.

Under fuch a fanftion it is, that, no longer fufpedling

myfelf to view through too favourable a medium the

compofitions of my Friend, I now venture to publifh

them : and it may here be proper to give fome informa-

tion to the Reader, refpeding the Contents of thefe

Volumes.

The moft important part confifts of Memoirs of Mr.

Gibbon's Life and Writings, a work which he feems

to have projected with peculiar folicitude and atten-

tion, and of which he left Six different fketches, all

in his own hand-writing. One of thefe fketches, the

moft diffufe and circumftantial, fo far as it proceeds,

ends at the time when he quitted Oxford. Another

at the year 1764, when he travelled to Italy. A
third, at his father's death, in 1770. A fourth, which

he continued to a fhort time after his return to Lau-

fanne in 1788, appears in the form of Annals, much

lefs detailed than the others. The two remaining fketches

are ftill more imperfed. It is difficult to difcover the

order in which thefe feveral Pieces were written, but

there is reafon to believe that the moft copious was the

laft. From all thefe the following Memoirs have been

carefully feled:ed, and put together.

My
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My hefitation in giving thefe Memoirs to the world

arofe, principally, from the circumftance of Mr.

Gibbon's appearing, in fome refped:, not to have been

fatisfied with them, as he had fo frequently varied

their form ; yet, notwithftanding this diffidence, the

compofltions, though unfinifhed, are fo excellent, that

they may juftly entitle my Friend to appear as his

own biographer, rather than to have that tafk under-

taken by any other perfon lefs qualified for it.

This opinion has rendered me anxious to publifh the

prefent Memoirs, without any unneceflary delay ; for I

am perfuaded, that the Author of them cannot be made

to appear in a truer light than he does in the following

pages. In them, and in his different Letters, which

I have added, will be found a complete pidiure of

his talents, his difpofition, his fliudies, and his attain-

ments.

Thofe flight variations of charadler, which naturally

arofe in the progrefs of his Life, will be unfolded in a

feries of Letters, feledled from a Correfpondence between

him and myfelf, which continued full thirty years, and

ended with his death.

It is to be lamented, that all the {ketches of the Me-

moirs, except that compofed in the form of Annals, and

which fcems rather defigned as heads for a future Work,

2 ceafe



[ v3 ]

ceafe about twenty years before Mr. Gibbon's death-,

and confequently, that we have the leaft detailed ac-

count of the nioft interefting part of his Life. His Cor-

refpondence during that period will, in great meafurc,

fupply the deficiency. It will be feparated from the

Memoirs and placed in an Appendix, that thofei

who are not diipofed to be pleafed with the repeti-

tions, familiarities, and trivial circumftances of epifto'-

lary writing, may not be embarrafled by it. By many,

the Letters will be found a very interefting part

of the prefent Publication. They will prove, how

pleafant, friendly, and amiable Mr. Gibbon was in

private life ; and if, in publifhing Letters fo flatter-

ing to mylelf, I incur the imputation of vanity, I

fhall meet the charge with a frank confeflion, that

I am indeed highly vain of having enjoyed, for fo

many years, the efteem, the confidence, and the affec-

tion of a man, whofe focial qualities endeared him to

the moft accomplifhed fociety, and whofe talents, great

as they were, muft be acknowledged to have been fully

equalled by the fincerity of his friendfhip.

Whatever cenfure may be pointed againft the

Editor, the Public will fet a due value on the Let-

ters for their intrinfic merit. I muft, indeed, be

blinded, either by vanity or affedlion, if they do

not difplay the heart and mind of their Author, in

4 fuch
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fuch a manner as juftly to increafe t^ie number of his

admirers.

I have not been folicitous to garble or expunge paflages

which, to fome, may appear trifling. Such paffages will

often, in the opinion of the obferving Reader, mark the

charader of the Writer, and the omiffion of them would

materially take from the eafe and familiarity of authentic

letters.

Few men, I believe, have ever fo fully unveiled their

own character, by a minute narrative of their fentiments

and purfuits, as Mr. Gibbon will here be found to have

done ; not with ftudy and labour—not with an affedled

franknefs—but with a genuine confeiTion- of his little

foibles and peculiarities, and a good-humoured and na-

tural difplay of his own condudl and opinions.

Mr. Gibbon began a Journal, a work diftinA from

the iketches already mentioned, in the early part of his

Life, with the following declaration :

" I propofe from this day, Auguft 24th 1761, to

keep an exa<ft Journal of my adtions and ftudies, both

to aflift my memory, and to accuftom me to fet a due

" value on my time. I fhall begin by fetting down

fome few events of my paft life, the dates of which

" I can remember."

This
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This induftrious proje6t he purfued occafionally in

French, under various titles, and with the minutenefs,

fidelity, and liberality of a mind refolved to watch over

and improve itfelf.

The Journal is continued under different titles, and

is fometimes very concife, and fometimes fingularly de-

tailed. One part of it is entitled " My Journal," ano-

ther " Ephemerides, or Journal of my A6lions, Studies,

" and Opinions." The other parts are entitled, " Ephe-

" merides, ou Journal de ma Vie, de mes Etudes, etde,

" mes Sentimens." In this Journal, among the moft tri-

vial circumftances, are mixed very interefting obfervations

and differtations on a Satire of Juvenal, a Pafiage of

Homer, or of Longinus, or of any other author whofe

works he happened to read in the courfe of the day j and

he often paffes from a Remark on the moft common

event, to a critical Difquifition of confiderable learning,

or an Enquiry into fome abftrufe point of Philofophy.

It certainly was not his intention that this private and

motley Diary fhould be prefented to the Public ; nor

have I thought myfelf at liberty to prefent it, in the

l"hape in which he left it. But by reducing it to an ac-

count of his literary occupations^ it formed fo fingular

and fo interefting a portrait of an indefatigable Stu-

dent, that I perfuade myfelf it will be regarded as a

valuable
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valuable acquifition by the Literary World, and as an ac-

ceffion of fame to the memory of my Friend. With the

Extrads from Mr. Gibbon's Journal v/ill be printed,

his Dillertations entitled " Extraits raifonnes de raes

*' Led:ures :" and *' Recucil de mes Obfervations, et

" Pieces detachees fur differens Sujets." A few other

pafiages from other parts of the Journals, introduced

in Notes, will make a curious addition to the Memoirs.

His Firft Publication, '< Effai fur I'Etude de la

" Litterature," with corredions and additions from an

interleaved copy which my Friend gave to me feveral

years ago, is reprinted as part of thefe volumes.

Three more of his fmaller Publications are alfo re-

printed. I. His mafterly Criticifm on the Sixth Book

of Virgil, in anfwer to Bifliop Warburton. 2. His

own Vindication of the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Chapters

of his Hiflory, in anfwer to Mr. Davis and others. And

3. His " Reponfe a I'Expofe de la Cour de France,"—an

occalional compolition, which obtained the highefl: ap-

plaufe in Foreign Courts, and of which he fpoke to me'

with fome pleafure, obferving that it had been tranf-

lated even into the TurkiOi language *»

Of thefe various writings the Author has fpoken him-

feif, in defcribing his own Life. I have yet to notice

* At Peterfburgh and Vienna it was currently obferved by the Corps Diplomatique,

that the Englifh INIiniftry had publifhcJ a Memorial written not only with great

ability, byt alfo in French, To corretl, that they mull have employed a Frenchman.

VOL. I, a fome
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fome articles not mentioned in his Memoirs, and wlilch

will be found in this Publication, i. A juvenile fketch,

entitled, '' Outlines of the Hiftory of the World."

2. A Dlffertation, which he had {hewn to a few friends,

on that curious fubje6t, " L'Homme au Mafque deFer."

3. A more confiderable work, " The Antiquities of the

*' Houfe of Brunfwick ;" an hiftorical difcourfe, com-

pofed about the year 1790. In this Work he intended

to appropriate feparate books: i. To the Italian defcent ;.

2. To theGennanic reign : and, 3. To the Britlfh Suc-

ceffion of the Houfe of Brunfwick. The Manufcript

clofes in completing the Italian branch of his fubjed:.

Among the moft fplendid pafTages of that imfi-

nifhed work may be enumerated, the characfters of Leib-

nitz and Muratori : A fketch of Albert-Azo the Second,

a prince who retained his faculties and reputation

beyond tlie age of one hundred years : An account

of Padua and its univerfity, and remarks on tke epic

glory of Ferrara,

The lafl: Paper of thefe Volumes has the mournful at-

tradliorr of being a fketch interrupted by death, and affords

an honourable proof that my Friend's ardour for the pro-

motion of hlflorieal knowledge attended him to the laft.

It is entitled merely, " An Addrefs ;" and exprefles a

wifh. that our Latin memorials of the middle ages, the

** Scriptores Rerum Anglicarum," may be publiihed in

England^
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England, in a manner worthy of the fubjec^, and of the

country. .. He mentions Mr. John Pinkerton as a perfon

well qualified for the condudi: of fuch a national under-

taking.

In the colledion of writings which I am now fend-

ing to the prefs, there is no article that will fo much

engage the public attention as the Memoirs. I will

therefore clofe all I mean to fay as their Editor, by

affuring the Reader, that, although I have in fome

meafure newly arranged thofe interefting Papers, by

forming one regular narrative from the Six different

iketches, I have neverthelefs adhered with fcrupulous

fidelity to the very words of their Author ; and I ufe

the letter S. to mark fuch Notes of my own, as it feemed

neceflary to add.

It remains only to exprefs a willi, that in difcharging

this lateft office of affedion, my regard to the memory of

my Friend may appear, as I truft it will do, proportioned

to the high fatisfadion which I enjoyed for many years in

pofiefling his entire confidence, and very partial attach-

ment.

SHEFFIELD.
Sheffield-Place,

6th Aug. 1795.

a 2
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MT LIFE AND WRITINGS.

IN the fifty-fecond year of my age, after the completion of an

arduous and fuccefsful work, I now propofe to employ fome

moments of my leifure in reviewing the fimple tranfadions of a

private and literary life. Truth, naked, unblufhing truth, the firft

virtue of more ferious hiftory, muft be the fole recommendation of

this perfonal narrative. The flyle fhall be fimple and familiar : but

flyle is the image of charadler ; and the habits of corred writing

may produce, without labour or defign, the appearance of art and

ftudy. My own amufement is my motive, and will be my reward :

and if thefe flieets are communicated to fome difcreet and indulgent

friends, they will be fecreted from the public eye till the author fhall

be removed beyond the reach of crhicifm or ridicule *.

* This paflage is found in one only of the fix (ketches, and in that which feems to

have been the firft written, and which was laid afide among loofe papers. Mr. Gibbon,

in his communications with me on the fubjeft of his Memoirs, a fubjeft which he had

never mentioned to any other perfon, expreffed a determination of publifliing them in

his lifetime ; and never appears to have departed from that refolution, excepting \n

one of his letters annexed, in which he intimates a doubt, though ratlier carelefsly,

whether in his time, or at any time, they would meet the eye of the public—In a

converfation, however, not long before his death, it was fuggefted to him, that, If he

fliould make them a full image of his mind, he would not have nerves to publifli them

In his lifetime, and therefore that they fliould be pofthumous;—He anfwered, rather

eagerly, that he was determined to publifli them in Ms lifeihne. S.

Vol. I. B A lively



2 MEMOIRSOF

A lively defire of knowing and of recording our anceflors fo gene-

rally prevails, that it muft depend on the influence of fome common

principle in the minds of men. We feem to have lived in the per-

fons of our forefathers ; it is the labour and reward of vanity to ex-

tend the term of this ideal longevity. Our imagination is always

adive to enlarge the narrow circle in whicTi Nature has confined us.

Fifty or an hundred years may be allotted to an individual, but we

Hep forwards beyond death with fuch hopes as religion and philo-

fophy will fuggeft ; and we fill up the filent vacancy that precedes

our birth, by aflbciating ourfelves to the authors of our exiftence.

Our calmer judgment will rather tend to moderate, than to fupprels,

the pride of an antient and worthy race. The fatyrift may laugh,

the philofopher may preach ; but Reafon herfelf will refpe£t the pre-

judices and habits, which have been confecrated by the experience of

mankind.

Wherever the diftindiion of birth is allowed to form a fuperior

order in the ftate, education and example fhould always, and will

often, produce among them a dignity of fentiment and propriety of

conducl, which is guarded from dlflionour by their own and the

public efteem. If we read of fome illuftrious line fo antient that it

has no beginning, fo worthy th^t it ought to have no end, we fym-

nathize in its various fortunes ; nor can we blame the generous en-

thufiafm, or even the harmlefs vanity, of thofe who are allied to

the honours of its name. For my own part, could I draw my pedi-

gree from a general, a ftatefman, or a celebrated author, I fliould

ftudy their lives with the diligence of filial love. In the inveftiga-

tlon of paft events, our curiofity is ftlmulated by the immediate or

indire£l reference to ourfelves ; but in the eftimate of honour wx

Ihould learn to value the gifts of Nature above thofe of Fortune ; to

efteem in our anceftors the qualities that beft promote the interefts of

fociety ; and to pronounce the defcendant of a king lefs truly noble

than the offspring of a man of genius, whofe writings will inftrudl

or



MY LIFE AND WRITINGS. 3

or delight the lateft pofterity. The family of Confucius is, in my

opinion, the moft iUuftrious in the world. After a painful afcent of

eight or ten centuries, our barons and princes of Europe are loft in

the darknefs of the middk ages ; but, in the vaft equality of the em-

pire of China, the pofterity of Confucius have maintained, above two

thoufand two hundred years, their peaceful honours and perpetual

fucceffion. The chief of the family is ftill revered, by the fovereign

and the people, as the lively image of the wifeft of mankind. The

nobility of the Spencers has been illuftrated and enriched by the tro-

phies of Marlborough ; but I exhort them to confider the Fairy ^iee?i

as the moft precious jewel of their coronet. I have expofed my pri-

vate feelings, as I fliall always do, without fcruple or referve. That

thefe fentiments are juft, or at leaft natural, I am inclined to believe,

fince I do not feel myfclf interefted in the caufe ;
for I can derive

from my anceftors neither glory nor fliame.

Yet a fincere and fimple narrative of my own life may amufe fome

of my leifure hours ; but it will fubjed me, and perhaps with juftice,

to the imputation of vanity. I may judge, however, from the ex-

perience both of paft and of the prefent times, that the public are

always curious to know the men, who have left behind them any

image of their minds : the moft fcanty accounts of fuch men are

compiled with diligence, and perufed with eagernefs ;
and the ftudent

of every clafs may derive a leflbn, or an example, from the lives moft

fimilar to his ov/n. My name may hereafter be placed among the

thoufand articles of a Biographia Britannica ; and 1 muft be confcious,

that no one is fo well qualified, as myfelf, to defcribe the feries of my

thoughts and anions. The authority of my mafters, of the grave

Thuanus, and the phllofophic Hume, might be fufficient to juftify

ray defign; but it would not be difficult to produce a long lift of

antients and moderns, who, in various forms, have exhibited their

own portraits. Such portraits are often the moft interefting, and

fometimes the only interefting parts of their writings ;
and, if they

B 3 ^c
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be fincere, we feldom complain of the minutenefs or prolixity of

thefe perfonal memorials. The lives of the younger Pliny, of Pe-

trarch, and of Erafmus, are expreffed in the epiftles, which they

themfelves have given to the world. The ellays of Montagne and

Sir William Temple bring us home to the houfes and bofoms of the-

authors : we fniile without contempt at the headitrong paffions of

Benevenuto Cellini, and the gay follies of Colley Gibber. The con-

feffions of St. Auftin and RoulTeau difclofe the fecrets of the human

heart : the commentaries of the learned Huet have furvived his evan-

geUcal demonftration ; and the memoirs of Goldoni are more truly

dramatic than his Italian comedies. The heretic and the churchman

are ftrongly marked in the charafters and fortunes of Whifton and

Bifhop Newton; and even the dullnefs of Michael de Marolles and

Anthony Wood acquires fome value from the faithful reprefentation

of men and manners. That I am equal or fuperior to fome of thefe,

the efFedls of modefty or affedation cannot force me to dillemble.

My family is originally derived from the county of Kent. The

fouthern diftri£t, which borders on Suffex and the fea, was formerly

overfpread with the great foreft Anderida, and even now retains the

denomination of the Weald, or Woodland. In this diftridt, and in the

hundred and parifh of Rolvenden, the Gibbons were poflefled of

lands in the year one thoufand three hundred and twenty-fix ; and

the elder branch of the family, without much increafe or diminution

of property, ftlil adheres to its native foil. Fourteen years after the

firfl appearance of his name, John Gibbon Is recorded as the Mar-

morarius or architect of King Edward the Third : the ftrong and

(lately caflle of Queenfoorough, which guarded the entrance of the

Medway, was a monument of his fkill ; and the grant of an here-

ditary toll on the paflage from Sandv/ich to Stonar, in the Ifle of

Thanet,
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Thanet, is the reward of no vulgar artift. In the vlfitatlons of the

heralds, the Gibbons are frequently mentioned : they held the rank

of Efquire in an age, when that title was lefs promifcuoufly affumed :

one of them, under the reign of Queen Elizabeth, was captain of the

militia of Kent ; and a free fchool, in the neighbouring town of Be-

nenden, proclaims the charity and opulence of its founder. But time,

or their own obfcurity, has caft a veil of oblivion over the virtues

and vices of my Kentifh anceftors ; their charadler or ftation confined

them to the labours and pleafures of a rural life : nor is it in my power

to follow the advice of the Poet, in an inquiry after a name

—

" Go ! fearch it there, where to be born, and die,

" Of rich and poor makes all the hiftory."

So recent is the inftitution of our parifli regifters. In the beginnino-

of the feventeenth century, a younger branch of the Gibbons of Rol-

venden migrated from the country to the city ; and from this branch

I do not blufh to defcend. The law requires fome abilities; the

church impofes fome reftraints ; and before our army and navy, our

civil eftablilliments, and India empire, had opened fo many paths of

fortune, the mercantile profeflion was more frequently chofen by

youths of a liberal race and education, who afpired to create their

own independence. Our moll refpedlable families have not dif-

dained the counting-houfe, or even the ihop ; their names are in-

rolled in the Livery and Companies of London ; and in England,

as well as in the Italian commonwealths, heralds have been com-

pelled to declare, that gentility is not degraded by the exercife of

trade.

The armorial enfigns which, in the tim.es of chivalry, adorned the

crefl; and fliield of the foldier, are now become an empty decoi-ation,.

which every man, who has money to build a carriage, m.ay paint ac-

cording to his fancy on the pannels. My family arms are the lame

which were borne by the Gibbons of Kent in an age, when the

College of Heralds religioufly guarded the diflindions of blood and;

name t
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name 4 a lion rampant gardant, between three fchallop-fhells Argent,

on a field Azure *. I Ihould not however have been tempted to

blazon my coat of arms, were it not connedled with a whimfical

anecdote.—About the reign of James the Firft, the three harmlefs

fchallop-fhells were changed by Edmund Gibbon efq. into three

Ogrejfes^ or female cannibals, with a defign of ftlgmatizing three

ladies, his kinfwomen, who had provoked him by an unjuft law-fuit.

But this fingular mode of revenge, for which he obtained the fandtion

of Sir William Seagar, king at arms, foon expired with its author

;

and, on his own monument in the Temple church, the monfters

vanilh, and the three fchallop-fliells refume their proper and heredi-

tary place.

Our alliances by marriage it is not difgraceful to mention. The

chief honour of my anceftry is James Fiens, Baron Say and Scale,

and Lord High Treafurer of England, in the reign of Henry the

Sixth ; from whom by the Phelips, the Whetnalls, and the Cromers,

I am lineally defcended in the eleventh degree. His difmiffion and

imprifonment in the Tower were infufficient to appeafe the popular

clamour ; and the Treafurer, with his fon-in-law Cromer," was be-

headed (1450), after a mock trial by the Kentifli inlurgents. The

black lift of his offences, as it is exhibited in Shakefpeare, difplays

the ignorance and envy of a plebeian tyrant. Befides the vague

reproaches of felling Maine and Normandy to the Dauphin, the

Treafurer is fpecially accufed of luxury, for riding on a foot-cloth ;•

and of treafon, for fpeaking French, the language of our enemies

:

" Thou haft moft traiteroufly corrupted the youth of the realm," fays

Jack Cade to the unfortunate Lord, " in eredting a grammar-fchool

;

" and whereas before our forefathers had no other books than the

" fcore and the tally, thou haft caufed printing to be ufed ; and,

* The father of Lord Chancellor Hardwicke married an heirefs of this family of

Gibbon. The Chancellor's efcutcheon in the Temple Hall quarters the arms of Gibbon,

as does alfo that, in Lincoln's Inn Hall, of Charles York, Chancellor in 1770. S.

" contrary
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" contrary to the king, his crown, and dignity, thou haft built a

" paper-mill. It will be proved to thy face, that thou haft men
" about thee, who ufually talk of a noun and a verb, and fuch abo-

" minable words, as no chriftian ear can endure to hear." Our dra-

matic poet is generally more attentive to chara<Sler than to hiftory

;

and I much fear that the art of printing was not introduced into

England, till feveral years after Lord Say's death : but of fome of

thefe meritorious crimes I fhould hope to find my anceftor guilty;

and a man of letters may be proud of his defcent from a patron and

martyr of learning.

In the beginning of the laft century Robert Gibbon efq. of Rol-

venden in Kent, (who died in 1618,) had a fon of the fame name cf

Robert, who fettled in London, and became a member of the Cloth-

workers' Company. His wife was a daughter of the Edgars, who
flourifhed about four hundred years in the county of Suffolk, and

produced an eminent and wealthy ferjeant-at-law. Sir Gregory Edgar,

in the reign of Henry the Seventh. Of the fons of Robert Gibbon,

(who died in 1643,) Matthew did not afpire above the ftatlon of a

linen-draper in Leadenhall-ftreet ; but John has given to the public

fome curious memorials of his exiftence, his character, and his familv.

He was born on the 3d of November in the year 1629 ; his education

was liberal, at a grammar-fchool, and afterwards in Jefus College at

Cambridge ; and he celebrates the retired content which he enjoyed

at AUefborough in Worcefterfhire, in the houfe of Thomas Lord Co-

ventry, where John Gibbon was employed as a domeftic tutor, the

fame office which Mr. Hobbes exercifed in the Devonfhire family.

But the fpirit of my kinfman foon immerged into more adlive life

:

he vifited foreign countries as a foldler and a traveller, acquired t]ie

knowledge of the French and Spaniih languages, pafl'ed fome time

in the Ifle of Jerfey, croffed the Atlantic, and refided upwards of a

twelvemonth (1659) ^'"^ ^^^^ rlfmg colony of Virginia. In this remote

province, his tafte, or rather paffion, for Jieraldry found a fmgular

8 gratification
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gradficauoa at a war-dance of the native Indians. As they moved

in meafured fteps, brandifhing their tomahawks, his curious eye con-

templated their httle {hields of bark, and their naked bodies, which

were painted with the colours and fymbols of his favourite fcience.

" At which I exceedingly wondered ; and concluded that heraldry

" was ingrafted naturally into, the fenfe of human race. If fo, it

" defcrves a greater efteem than now-a-days is put upon it." His

return to England after the Rcftoration was foon followed by his

marriage—his fettlement in a houfe in St. Catherine's Cloyfter, near

the Tov/er, which devolved to my grandfather—and his introduc-

tion into the Heralds' College (in 1671) by the ftyle and title of

Blue-mantle Purfuivant at Arms. In this office he enjoyed near fifty

yedrs the rare felicity of uniting, in the fame purfuit, his duty and

inclination : his name is remembered in the College, and many of

his letters are ftill prelerved. Several of the moft refpedlable cha-

raders of the age, Sir William Dugdale, Mr. Afhmole, Dr. John

Betts, and Dr. Nehemiah Grew, were his friends ; and in the fociety

of fuch men, John Gibbon may be recorded without difgrace as the

member of an aftrological club. The ftudy of hereditary honours is

favourable to the Royal prerogative ; and my kinfman, like moft of

his family, was a high Tory both in church and ftate. In the latter

end of the reign of Charles the Second, his pen was exercifed in the

caufe of the Duke of York : the Republican fa£lion he moft cordially

detefted \ and as each animal is confcious of its proper arms, the

heralds' revenge was emblazoned on a moft diabolical efcutcheon.

But the triumph of the Whig government checked the preferment

of Blue-mantle ; and he was even fufpended from his office, till his

tongue could learn to pronounce the oath of abjuration. His life

was prolonged to the age of ninety ; and, in the expedation of the

inevitable though uncertain hour, he wifhes to preferve the bleffings

of health, competence, and virtue. In the year 1682 he publilhed

at London his lulroduSio ad Latinam Blafoniam^ an original attempt,

3 which
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which Camden had defiderated, to define, in a Roman idiom, the

terms and attributes of a Gothic inftitution. It is not two years

fmce I acquired, in a foreign land, fome domeftic intelligence of my

own family; and this intelligence was conveyed to Switzerland from

the heart of Germany. I had formed an acquaintance with Mr,

La?iger, a lively and ingenious fcholar, while he refided at Laufannc

as preceptor to the Hereditary Prince of BruiifwicL On his return

to his proper ftation of Librarian to the Ducal Library of Wolfen-

buttel, he accidentally found among fome literary rubbilh a fmall old

Englifti volume of heraldry, infcribed with the name of Johti Gibbon,

From the title only Mr. Z^z/^-e/- judged that it might be an acceptable

prefent to his friend ; and he judged rightly. His manner is quaint

and affeded ; his order is confufed : but he difplays fome wit, more

reading, and ftill more enthufiafm ; and if an enthufiaft be often ab-

furd, he is never languid. An EngliHi text is perpetually inter-

fperfed with Latin fentences in profe and verfe ; but in his own

poetry he claims an exemption from the laws of profody. Amidft a

profufion of genealogical knowledge, my kinfman could not be for-

getful of his own name ; and to him I am indebted for almoft the

whole of my information concerning the Gibbon family. From this

fmall work (a duodecimo of one hundred and fixty-five pages) the

author expected immortal fame : and at the conclufion of his labour

he fings, in a ftrain of felf-exultation;

" Ufque hue corrigitur Romana Blafonia per me

;

" Verborumque dehinc barbara forma cadat.

" Hie liber, in meritum fi forfitan incidet ufum,,

" Teflis rite mese fedulitatis erit.

*' Quicquid agat Zoilus, ventura fatebitur astas

" Artis quod fueram non Clypearis inops."

Such are the hopes of authors ! In the failure of thofe hopes John

Gibbon has not been the firft of his profeflion, and very poffibly

may not be the lail of his name. His brother Matthew Gibbon, the

VOL. I. c draper,
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draper, had one daughter and two fons—my grandfather Edward,

who was born in the year 1666, and Thomas, afterwards Dean of

Carlifle. According to the mercantile creed, that the heft book is a

profitable ledger, the writings of John the herald would be much lefs

precious, than thofe of his nephew Edward : but an author profefles

at leaft to write for the public benefit ; and the flow balance of trade

can be pleafing to thofe perfons only, to whom it is advantageous.

The fuccefsful induflry of my grandfather raifed him above the level

of his immediate anceftors ; he appears to have launched into various

and extenfive dealings : even his opinions were fubordinate to his

intereft j and I find him in Flanders clothing King William's troops,,

while he would have contradted with more pleafure, though not per-

haps at a cheaper rate, for the fervice of King James. During his

refidence abroad, his concerns at home were managed by his mother

Hefter, an adlive and notable woman. Her fecond hufband was a

widower, of the name of Adlon : they united the children of their

firfl nuptials. After his marriage with the daughter of Richard

A£ton, goldfmith in Leadenhall-ftreet, he gave his own fifter to Sir

Whitmore Adton, of Aldenham ; and I am thus connedted, by a

triple alliance, with that ancient and loyal family of Shropfhire ba-

ronets. It confifted about that time of feven brothers, all of gigan-

tic ftature ; one of whom, a pigmy of fix feet two inches, confefied

himfelf the laft and leaft of the feven ; adding, in the true fpirit of

party, that fuch m.en were not born fince the Revolution. Under

the Tory adminiftration of the four laft years of Queen Anne

(1710— 1714) Mr. Edward Gibbon was appointed one of the Com-

miflioners of the Cuftoms ; he fat at that Soard with Prior : but the

merchant was better qualified for his ftation than the poet ; fince Lord

Bolingbroke has been heard to declare, that he had never converfed

with a man, who more clearly underftood the commerce and finances

of England. In the year 171 6 he was eledted one of the Diredors

of the South Sea Company ; and his books exhibited the proof that,

2 before
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before his acceptance of this fatal office, he had acquired an Inde-

peadent fortune of fixty thoufand pounds. -

But his fortune was overwhelmed in the lliipwreck of the year

twenty, and the labours of thirty years were blafted in a fuigle day.

Of the ufe or abufe of the South Sea fcheme, of the guilt or inno-

cence of my grandfather and his brother Direftors, I am neither a

competent nor a difinterefted judge. Yet the equity of modern times

muft condemn the violent and arbitrary proceedings, which would

have difgraced the caufe of juftice, and would render injuftice ftill

more odious. No fooner had the nation awakened from its golden

dream, than a popular and even a parliamentary clamour demanded

their vi£lims : but it was acknowledged on all fides that the South

Sea Directors, however guilty, could not be touched by any known

laws of the lands. The fpeech of Lord Molefworth, the author of the

State of Denmark, may Ihew the temper, or rather the intemperance,

of the Houfe of Commons. " Extraordinary crimes (exclaimed that

" ardent Whig) call aloud for extraordinary remedies. The Roman
*' lawgivers had not forefeen the poffible exlftence of a parricide

:

" but as foon as the firfl monfter appeared, he was fown in a fack, and

*' caft headlong into the river ; and I fhall be content to inflidt the

" fame treatment on the authors of our prefent ruin." His motion

was not literally adopted ; but a bill of pains and penalties was intro-

duced, a retroadlive ftatute, to punifh the offences, which did not

-exift at the time they were committed. Such a pernicious violation

of liberty and law can be excufed only by the moft imperious necef-

fity ; nor could it be defended on this occafion by the plea of impend-

ing danger or ufeful example. The leglflature reftrained the perfons

•of the Directors, impofed an exorbitant fecurity for their appearance,

and marked their charadlers with a previous note of ignominy : they

were compelled to deliver, upon oath, the ftrid: value of their eftates
j

and were difabled from making any transfer or alienation of any

part of their property. Againft a bill of pains and penalties It is the

c 2 common
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common right of every fubjedt to be heard by his counfel at the bar:

they prayed to be heard ; their prayer was refufed ; and their op-

preflbrs, who required no evidence, would Uften to no defence. It

had been at firft propofed that one-eighth of their refpedlive eftates

fhould be allowed for the future fupport of the Diredlors ; but it was

fpecioufly urged, that in the various fhades of opulence and guilt fuch

an unequal proportion would be too light for many, and for fome

might poflibly be too heavy. The chara£ter and condu£t of each

man were feparately weighed ; but, inftead of the calm folemnity of

a judicial inquiry, the fortune and honour of three and thirty Eng-

lifhmen were made the topic of hafty converfation, the fport of a

lawlefs majority
J
and the bafeft member of the committee, by a ma-

licious word or a filent vote, might indulge his general fpleen or per-

fonal animofity. Injury was aggravated by infult, and infult was em-

bittered by pleafantry. Allowances of twenty pounds, or one fhilling,

were facetioufly moved. A vague report that a Diredor had for-

merly been concerned in another project, by which fome unknown

perfons had loft their money, was admitted as a proof of his adual

guilt. One man was ruined becaufe he had dropt a foolifh fpeech, that

his horfes fhould feed upon gold ; another becaufe he was grown fb

proud, that, one day at the Treafury, he had refufed a civil anfwer

to perfons much above him. All were condemned, abfent and un-

heard, in arbitrary fines and forfeitures, which fwept away the greateft

part of their fubftance. Such bold oppreflion can fcarcely be fhielded

by the omnipotence of parliament : and yet it may be ferioully

queftloned, whether the Judges of the South Sea Dlreftors were the

true and legal reprefentatives of their country. The firft parliament

of George the Firft had been chofen (1715) for three years : the

term had elapfed, their truft was expired ; and the four additional

years (17 18— 1722), during which they continued to fit, were de-

rived not from the people, but from themfelves ; from the ftrong

mcafure of the feptennial bill, which can only be paralleled by ilfera/-
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dt conftglio of the Venetian hiftory. Yet candour will own that to the

fame parliament every Englifliman is deeply indebted : the feptennial

a£t fo vicious in its origin, has been fanftioned by time, experience,

and the national confent. Its firft operation fecured the Houfe of

Hanover on the throne, and its permanent influence maintains the

peace and ftability of government. As often as a repeal has been

moved in the Houfe of Commons, I have given in its defence a clear

and confcientious vote.

My grandfather could not exped to be treated with more lenity

than his companions. His Tory principles and connexions rendered

him obnoxious to the ruling powers : his name is reported in a fuf-

picious fecret ; and his well-known abilities could not plead the ex-

cufe of ignorance or error. In the firft proceedings againft the South

Sea Diredors, Mr. Gibbon is one of the few who were taken into

cuftody ; and, in the fmal fentence, the meafure of his fine proclaims

him eminently guilty. The total eftimate which he delivered on

oath to the Houfe of Commons amounted to one hundred and fix

thoufand five hundred and forty-three pounds five Ihillings and fix-

pence, exclufive of antecedent fettlements. Two different allow-

ances of fifteen and of ten thoufand pounds were moved for Mr.

Gibbon ; but, on the queftion being put, it was carried without a

divifion for the fmaller fum. On thefe ruins, with the fkill and

credit, of which parliament had not been able to defpoil him, my

grandfather at a mature age erected the edifice of a new fortune

:

the labours of fixteen years were amply rewarded ; and I have reafon

to believe that the fecond ftrudlure was not much inferior to the firft.

He had realized a very confiderable property in Suflex, Hampfhire,

Buckinghamfhire, and the New River Company ; and had acquired

a fpacious houfe*, with gardens and lands, at Putney, in Surry,

where he refided in decent hofpitality. He died in December 1736,

* Since inhabited by Mr, Wood, Sir John Shelley, the Duke of Norfolk, &c. S.

at
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at the age of feventy ; and by his laft will, at the expence of Edward,

his only fon, (with whofe marriage he was not perfedly reconciled,)

enriched his two daughters, Catherine and Heftcr. The former became

the wife of Mr. Edward Ellifton, an Eaft India captain : their daugh-

ter and heirefs Catherine was married in the year 1756 to Edward

Eliot eiq. (now Lord Eliot), of Port Eliot, in the county of Cornwall

;

and their three fons are my neareft male relations on the fiither's

fide. A life of devotion and celibacy was the choice of my aunt, Mrs.

Hefter Gibbon, who, at the age of eighty-five, ftill refides in a her_

mitage at Cliffe, in Northamptonflnire ; having long furvived her

fpiritual guide and faithful companion Mr. William Law, who, at

an advanced age, about the year 1761, died in her houfe. In our

family he had left the reputation of a worthy and pious man, who

believed all that he profeffed, and pradifed all that he enjoined^

The character of a nonjuror, which he maintained to the laft, is a

fufficient evidence of his principles in church and ftate ; and the fa-

crifice of intereft to confcience will be always refpedable. His the-

ological writings, which our domeftic connexion has tempted me to

perufe, preferve an imperfed fort of life, and I can pronounce with

more confidence and knowledge on the merits of the author. His

laft compofitions are darkly tindtured by the incomprehenfible vifions

of Jacob Behmen ; and his difcourfe on the abfolute unlawfulnefs of

ftage-entertainments is fometimes quoted for a ridiculous intempe-

rance of fentiment and language.—" The adtors and fpedators muft

" all be damned ; the playhoufe is the porch of Hell, the place of

" the Devil's abode, where he holds his filthy court of evil fpirits : a

" play is the Devil's triumph, a facrifice performed to his glory, as much
*' as in the heathen temples of Bacchus or Venus, &c. &c." But

thefe fallies of religious phrenfy muft not extingulfli the praife, which

is due to Mr. William Law as a wit and a fcholar. His argument

on topics of lefs abfurdlty is fpecious and acute, his manner is lively,

his ftyle forcible and clear ; and, had not his vigorous mind been

clouded
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clouded by enthufiafm, he might be ranked with the moft agreeable

and ingenious writers of the times. While the Bangorian controvcrfy

was a fafhionable theme, )ie entered the lifts on the fubjed of Chrift's

kingdom, and the authority of the priefthood : againft the plain ac-

count of the facrameiit of the Lord's Supper he refumed the com-
bat with Bifhop Hoadley, the objedt of Whig idolatry, and Tory ab-

horrence ; and at every weapon of attack and defence the nonjuror .

on the eround which is common to both, approves himfelf at leaft

equal to the prelate. On the appearance of the Fable of the Bees, he

drew his pen againft the licentious dodlrine that private vices are

public benefits, and morality as well as religion muft join in his ap-

plaufe. Mr. Law's mafter-work, the Serious Call^ is ftill read as a

popular and powerful book of devotion. His precepts are rigid, but

they are founded on the gofpel : his fatire is fliarp, but it is drawn

from the knowledge of human life ; and many of his portraits arc

not unworthy of the pen of La Bruyere. If he finds a fpark of

piety in his reader's mind, he will foon kindle it to a flame ; and a

philofopher muft allow that he expofes, with equal feverity and truth,

the ftrange contradidlion between the faith and praflice of the Chrif-

tian world. Under the names of Flavia and Miranda he has ad-

mirably defcribed my two aunts—the heathen and the chriftian-

fifter.

My fathef, Edward Gibbon, was born in Odlober 1707: at the

age of thirteen he could fcarcely feel that he was difinherited by ad:

of parliament ; and, as he advanced towards manhood, new profpeds

of fortune opened to his view. A parent is moft attentive to fupply

in his children the deficiencies, of which he is confcious in himfelf r

my grandfather's knowledge was derived from a ftrong under-

ftanding, and the experience of the ways of men ; but my father

enjoyed the benefits of a Uberal education as a fcholar and a gentle-

man. At Weftminfter School, and afterwards at Emanuel College

in Cambridge, he pafled through a regular courfe of academical dif-

cipline j.
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cipline ; and the care of his learning and morals was entrufted to his

private tutor, the fame Mr. William Law. But the mind of a faint

is above or below the prefent world ; and while the pupil proceeded

on his travels, the tutor remained at Putney, the much-honoured

friend and fpiritual diredlor of the whole family. My father refidcd

fome time at Paris to acquire the fafhionable exercifes ;
and as his

temper was warm and focial, he indulged in thofe pleafures, for which

the ftriftnefs of his former education had given him a keener relifh.

He afterwards vifited feveral provinces of France ; but %\s eRurfions

were neither long nor remote ; and the flender knowledge, which he

had gained of the French language, was gradually obliterated. His

pafiage through Befanyon is marked by a fmgular confequence in the

chain of human events. In a dangerous illnefs Mr. Gibbon was at-

tended, at his own requeft, by one of his kinfmen of the name of

Adon, the younger brother of a younger brother, who had applied

himfelf to the ftudy of phyfic. During the flow recovery of his pa-

tient, the phyfician himfelf was attacked by the malady of love :

he married his miftrefs, renounced his country and religion, fettled at

Befan^on, and became the father of three fons ; the eldeft of whom,

General A£ton, is confpicuous in Europe as the principal Minifter of

the King of the Two Sicilies. By an uncle whom another ftroke of

fortune had tranfplanted to Leghorn, he was educated in the naval

fervice of the Emperor ; and his valour and condud; in the command

of the Tufcan frigates protedted the retreat of the Spaniards from Al-

giers. On my father's return to England he was chofen, in the

general eledlion of 1734, to ferve in parliament for the borough of

Petersfield ; a burgage tenure, of which my grandfather polTefled a

weighty fhare, till he alienated (I know not why) fuch important

property. In the oppofition to Sir Robert Walpole and the Pelhams,

prejudice and fociety conne£led his fon with the Tories,—fhall I fay

Jacobites ? or, as they were pleafed to ftyle themfelves, the country

gentlemen ? with them he gave many a vote j with them he drank

7 many
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many a bottle. Without acquiring the fame of an orator or a ftatcf-

man, he eagerly joined in the great oppofition, which, after a feveu

years chafe, hunted down Sir Robert Walpole : and in the purfuit of an

unpopular minifter, he gratified a private revenge againll the oppreflor

of his family in the South Sea perfecution.

1 was born at Putney, in the county of Surry, the ayih of April,

O. S. in the year one thoufand feven hundred and thirty-feven ; the

firft child of the marriage of Edward Gibbon efq. and of Judith

Porteu *r My lot might have been that of a Have, a favage, or a

peafant ; nor caii I reflect without pleafure on the bounty of Nature,

which call my birth in a free and civilized country, in an age of

fcience and philofophy, in a family of honourable rank, and decently

endowed with the gifts of fortune. From my birth I have enjoyed

the right of primogeniture j but I was fucceeded by five brothers and

one fifter, all of whom were fnatched away in their infancy. My
five brothers, whofe names may be found in the parifli regifter of

Putney, I fhall not pretend to lament : but from my childhood to

the prefcnt hour I have deeply and fincerely regretted my fifter,

whofe life was fomewhat prolonged, and whom I remember to have

feen an amiable infant. The relation of a brother and a fifter, efpe-

cially if they do not marry, appears to me of a very fingular nature.

It is a familiar and tender friendfliip with a female, much about

our own age ; an affedion perhaps foftened by the fecret influence

of fex, but pure from any mixture of fenfual defire, the fole fpecies

of Platonic love that can be indulged with truth, and without

danger.

* The union to which I owe my birth was a marriage of inclination and efteem.

Mr. James Porten, a merchant of London, refided with his family at Putney, in a

houfe adjoining to the bridge and church-yard, where I have paiTed many happy hours

of my childhood. He left one fon (the late Sir Stanier Porten) and three daughters :

Catherine, who preferved her maiden name, and of whom I fhall hereafter fpeak -,

another daughter married Mr. .Darrel of Richmond, and left two fons, Edward and

Robert : the youngelt of the three filters was Judith, my mother.

VOL. I. D At



i8 MEMOIRS OF

At the general eledion of 174 1, Mr. Gibbon and Mr. Delme ftood

an expenfive and fuccefsful conteft at Southampton, againft Mr. Dum-

mer and Mr. Henly, afterwards Lord Chancellor and Earl of North-

ington. The Whig candidates had a majority of the refident voters;

hut the corporation was firm in the Tory intereft : a fudden creation

of one hundred and feventy new freemen turned the fcale ; and a

fupply was readily obtained of refpe£table volunteers, who flocked

from all parts of England to fupport the caufe of their political friends.

The new parliament opened with the vi£tory of an oppofiti<^, which

was fortified by ftrong clamour and ftrange coalitions. From the

event of the firft divifions, Sir Robert Walpole perceived that he

could no longer lead a majority in the Houfe of Commons, and pru-

dently refigned (after a dominion of one and twenty years) the

guidance of the ftate (1742). But the fall of an unpopular minifter

was not fucceeded, according to general expectation, by a millenium

of happinefs and virtue : fome courtiers loft their places, fome pa-

triots loft their charaClers, Lord Orford's offences vaniftied with his

power; and after a fhort vibration, the Pelham government was fixed

on the old bafis of the Whig ariftocracy. In the year 1 745, the

throne and the conftitution were attacked by a rebellion, which does

not reflect much honour on the national fpirit : fince the Englifh

friends of the Pretender wanted courage to join his ftandard, and his

enemies (the bulk of the people) allowed him to advance into the

heart of the kingdom. Without daring, perhaps without defiring,

to aid the rebels, my father invariably adhered to the Tory oppofi-

tion. In the moft critical feafon he accepted, for the fervice of the

party, the office of alderman in the city of London : but the duties

were fo repugnant to his inclination and habits, that he refigned his

gown at the end of a fe\y months. The fecond parliament in which

he fat v/as prematurely diflblved (1747) : and as he was unable or

unwilling to maintain a fecond conteft for Southampton, the life of

the fenator expired in that diiTolution.

The



MY LIFE AND WRITINGS. 19

The death of a new-born child before that of its parents may feem

an unnatural, but it is ftridtly a probable, event : fince of any given

number the greater part arc extinguiflied before their ninth year,

before they poflefs the faculties of the mind or body. Without ac-

cufmg the profufe wafte or imperfedl w^orkmanfliip of Nature, I {hall

only obferve, that this unfavourable chance was multiplied againft my
infant exiftence. So feeble was my conftitution, fo precarious my
life, that, in the baptifm of each of my brothers, my father's pru-

dence fucceffively repeated my chriftian name of Edward, that, in

cafe of the departure of the eldeft fon, this patronymick appellation

might be ftill perpetuated in the family.

Uno avulfo non deficit alter.

To preferve and to rear fo frail a being, the moft tender affiduity was

fcarcely fufficient ; and my mother's attention was fomewhat diverted

by her frequent pregnancies, by an exclufive paffion for her hufband,

and by the diflipation of the world, in which his tafte and authority

obliged her to mingle. But the maternal office 'was fupplied by my
aunt, Mrs. Catherine Porten ; at whofe name I feel a tear of grati-

tude trickling down my cheek. A life of celibacy transferred her

vacant affection to her filler's firft child : my weaknefs excited her

pity; her attachment was fortified by labour and fuccefs : and if there

be any, as I truft there are fome, who rejoice that I live, to that

dear and excellent woman they muft hold themfelves indebted.

Many anxious and folitary days did fhe confume in the patient trial

of every mode of relief and amufement. Many wakeful nights did

fhe fit by my bed-fide in trembling expedation that each hour would

be my laft. Of the various and frequent diforders of my childhood

my own recolle(£llon is dark ; nor do I wifh to expatiate on fo dif-

gufting a topic. Suffice it to fay, that while every practitioner, from

Sloane and Ward to the Chevalier Taylor, was fucceffively fum-

moned to torture or relieve me, the care of my mind was too fre-

quently negleded for that of my health : compaffion always fuggefted

D 2 an
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an excufe for the indulgence of the mafter, or the Idlenefs of the

pupil ; and the chain of my education was broken, as often as I was

recalled from the fchool of learning to the bed of ficknefs.

As foon as the ufe of fpeech had prepared my infant reafon for the

admiffion of knowledge, I was taught the arts of reading, writing,

and arithmetic. So remote is the date, fo vague is the memory of

their origin in myfelf, that, were not the error corrected by analogy,

I fhould be tempted to conceive them as innate. In my childhood

I was praifed for the readinefs, with which I could multiply and di-

vide, by memory alone, two fums of feveral figures : fuch praife en-

coura"-ed my growing talent ; and had I perfevered in this line of

application, I might have acquired fome fame in mathematical

ftudies.

After this previous inftitution at home, or at a day-fchool at Put-

ney, I was delivered at the age of {even into the hands of Mr. John

Kirkby, who exercifed about eighteen months the office of my do-

meftic tutor. His own words, which I fhall here tranfcribe, infpire

in his favour a fentiment of pity and efteem.—" During my abode

" in my native county of Cumberland, in quality of an indigent

" curate, I ufed now-and-then in a Summer, when the pleafantnefs

" of the feafon invited, to take a folitary walk to the fea-fhore, which

" lies about two miles from the town where I lived. Here I would

" amufe myfelf, one while in viewing at large the agreeable profpe£l

" which furrounded me, and another while (confining my fight to

" nearer objeiSts) in admiring the vaft variety ofbeautiful fhells,thrown

" upon the beach ; fome of the choiceft of which I always picked up,

** to divert my little ones upon my return. One time among the

reft, taking fuch a journey in my head, I fat down upon the de-

" clivity of the beach with my face to the fea, which was now come

*' up within a few yards of my feet ; when immediately the fad

" thoughts of the wretched condition of my family, and the un-

*' fuccefsfuhiefs of all endeavours to amend it, came crowding into

.4 ' ^ " ^T

tf
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*' my mind, which drove me into a deep melancholy, and ever and
" anon forced tears from my eyes." Diftrefs at laft forced him to

leave the countiy. His learning and virtue introduced him to my
father j and at Putney he might have found at lead a temporary

Shelter, had not an a£t of indifcretion again driven him into the

world. One day reading prayers in the parifh church, he moft un-

luckily forgot the name of King George : his patron, a loyal ful>-

je£l, difmifled him with fome reludance, and a decent reward ; and

bow the poor man ended his days I have never been able to learn.

Mr. John Kirkby is the author of two fmall volumes ; the Life of

Automathes (London, 1745), and an Englifh and Latin Grammar
(London, I746)'; which, as a teftimony of gratitude, he dedicated

(November 5th, 1 745) to my father. The books are before me r

from them the pupil may judge the preceptor ; and, upon the whole,

his judgment will not be unfavourable. The grammar is executed

with accuracy and fliill, and I know not whether any better exifted

at the time in our language : but the life of Automathes afpires to

the honours of a philofophical fidion. It is the ftory of a youth, the

fon of a fhipwrecked exile, who lives alone on a defert ifland from

infancy to the age of manhood. A hind is his nurfe ; he inherits a

cottage, with many ufeful and curious inftruments ; fome ideas re-

main of the education of his two firfl years ; fome arts are bor-

rowed from the beavers of a neighbouring lake ; fome truths are re-

vealed in fupernatural vifions. With thefe helps, and his own in-

duftry, Automathes becomes a felf-taught though fpeechlefs philofo-

pher, who had inveftigated with fuccefs his own mind, the natural

world, the abftrad fciences, and the great principles of morality and

religion. The author is not entitled to the merit of invention, fince

he has blended the Englifli ftory of Roblnfon Crufoe with the Ara-

bian romance of Hai Ebn Yokhdan, which he might have read in the

Latin verfion of Pocock. In the Automathes I cannot praife either

the depth of thought or elegance of ftyle j but the book is not devoid

of
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of entertainment or inftrudlon ; and among feveral intereftlng paf-

fagcs, I would feledt the difcovcry of fire, which produces by acci-

dental mifchief the difcovery of confcience. A man who had thought

i'o much on the fubjeds of language and education was furely no or-

dinary preceptor : my childifh years, and his hafty departure, pre-
'

vented me from enjoying the full benefit of his leflbns ; but they en-

larged my knowledge of arithmetic, and left me a clear impreffion of

the Englifli and Latin rudiments.

In my ninth year (January 1746), in a lucid interval of compa-

rative health, my father adopted the convenient and cuftomary mode #

of Englifli education ; and I was fent to Kingfton upon Thames, to

a fchool of about feventy boys, which was kept by Dr. Wooddefon

and his afliftants. Every time I have fmce paffed over Putney Com-

mon, I have always noticed the fpot where my mother, as we drove

along in the coach, admoniflied me that I was now going into the

w'orld, and muft learn to think and a£t for myfelf. The exprelTion

may appear ludicrous
;
yet there is not, in the courfe of life, a more

remarkable change than the removal of a child from the luxury and

freedom of a wealthy houfe, to the frugal diet and ftrid fubordina-

tion of a fchool ; from the tendernefs of parents, and the obfequiouf-

nefs of fervants, to the rude familiarity of his equals, the infolent ty-

ranny of his feniors, and the rod, perhaps, of a cruel and capricious

pedagogue. Such hardfhips may fleel the mind and body againft the

injuries of fortune ; but my timid referve was aftoniflied by the

crowd and tumult of the fchool ; the want of ftrength and adivity

difqualified me for the fports of the play-field ; nor have I forgotten

how often in the year forty-fix I was reviled and bufFetted for the

fins of my Tory anceftors. By the common methods of difcipline,

at the expence of many tears and fome blood, I purchafed the

knowledge of the Latin fyntax : and not long fmce I was pofTefled

of the dirty volumes of Phaedrus and CorneUus Nepos, which I pain-

fully conftrued and darkly underftood. The choice of thefe authors

is



MY LIFE AND WRITINGS. 23

is not injudicious. The lives of Cornelius Nepos, the friend of At-

ticus and Cicero, are compofed in the ftyle of the purefl: age : his

fnnplicity is elegant, his brevity copious : he exhibits a feries of men

and manners ; and with fuch illuftrations, as every pedant is not in-

deed qualified to give, this claffic biographer may initiate a young

ftudent in the hiftory of Greece and Rome. The ufe of fables or

apologues has been approved in every age from antient India to mo-
dern Europe. They convey in familiar images the truths of morality

and prudence j and the moft ehildifh underftanding (I advert to the

fcruples of Roufleau) will not fuppofe either that beafts do fpeak, or

that men may lie. A fable reprefents the genuine charadlers of ani-

mals ; and a fkilful mafter might extrad from Pliny and BufFon fome

pleafmg lefTons of natural hiftory, a fcience well adapted to the tafte

and capacity of children. The Latinity of Phxdrus is not exempt
from an alloy of the filver age ; but his manner is concife, terfe, and

fententious : the Thracian flave difcreetly breathes the fpirit of a free-

man ; and when the text is found, the ftyle is perfpicuous. But his.

fables, after a long oblivion, were firft publifhed by Peter Pithou,

from a corrupt manufcript. The labours of fifty editors confefs the

defeds of the copy, as well as the value of the original ; and the

fchool-boy may have been whipt for mifapprehending a paflage

which Bentley could not reftore, and which Burman could not

explain.

My ftudies were too frequently interrupted by ficknefs ; and after

a real or nominal refidence at Kingfton-fchool of near two^^ears, T

was finally recalled (December 1747) by my mother's death, which

was occafioned, in her thirty-eighth year, by the confeqiiences of

her laft labour. I was too young to feel the importance of my lofs ;,

and the image of her perfon and converfation is faintly imprinted in

my memory. The affedionate heart of my aunt, Catherine Porten,

bewailed a fifter and a friend ; but my poor father was inconfolable,.

and the tranfport of grief feemed to threaten his life or his reafon^

I. canr^'
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I can never forget the fcene of our firft interview, feme weeks after

the fatal event ; the awful filence, the room hung with black, the

mid-day tapers, his fighs and tears ; his praifes of my mother, a faint

in heaven ; his folemn adjuration that I would cherifh her memory

and imitate her virtues ; and the fervor with which he kiffed and

blefled me as the fole furviving pledge of their loves. The ftorm of

paflion infenfibly fubfided into calmer melancholy. At a convivial

meeting of his friends, Mr. Gibbon might afteft or enjoy a gleam of

cheerfulnefs ; but his plan of happinefs was for ever deftroyed : and

after the lofs of his companion he was left alone in a world, of which

the bufmefs and pleafures were to him irkfome or infipid. After

feme unfuccefsful trials he renounced the tumult of London and the

hofpitality of Putney, and buried himfelf in the rural or rather ruftic

folitude of Buriton ; from which, during feveral years, he feldom

emerged.

As far back as I can remember, the houfe, near Putney-bridge and

church-yard, of my maternal grandfather appears in the light of my

proper and native home. It was there that I was allowed to fpend

the greateft part of my time, in ficknefs or in health, during my
fchool vacations and my parents' refidence in London, and finally

after my mother's death. Three months after that event, in the

fpring of 1748, the commercial ruin of her father, Mr. James Por-

ten, was accomplifhed and declared. He fuddenly abfconded : but as

his eftefts were not fold, nor the houfe evacuated, till the Chriftmas

following, I enjoyed during the w^hole year the fociety of my aunt,

without much confcloufnefs of her impending fate. I feel a melan-

choly pleafure in repeating my obligations to that excellent woman,

Mrs. Catherine Porten, the true mother of my mind as well as of

my health. Her natural good fenfe was improved by the perufal of

the beft books in the Englifh language ; and if her reafon was fome-

times clouded by prejudice, her fentiments were never difguifed by

hypocrify or affeilation. Her indulgent tendernefs, the franknefs of

her
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her temper, and my innate rifing curiofity, foon removed all dlftancc

between us : like friends of an equal age, we freely converfed on

every topic, familiar or abftrufe ; and it v^ras her delight and reward

to obferve the firft flioots of my young ideas. Pain and languor

v/ere often foothed by the voice of inftrudion and amufemcnt ; and

to her kind lelTons I afcribe my early and invincible love of read-

ing, which I would not exchange for the treafures of India. 1

fhould perhaps be aftonifhed, were it poflible to afcertain the date, at

which a favourite tale was engraved, by frequent repetition, in my
memory : the Cavern of the Winds ; the Palace of Felicity ; and the

fatal moment, at the end of three months or centuries, when Prince

Adolphus is overtaken by Time, who had worn out fo many pair of

wings in the purfuit. Before I left Kingfton fchool I was well ac-

quainted with Pope's Homer and the Arabian Nights Entertainments,

two books which will always pleafe by the moving pidlure of human
manners and fpecious miracles : nor was I then capable of difcerning

that Pope's tranflation is a portrait endovvred with every merit, except-

ing that of likenefs to the original. The verfes of Pope accuftomed my
ear to the found of poetic harmony : in the death of Hedlor, and the

fhipwreck of Ulyfles, I tailed the new emotions of terror and pity; and

ferioudy difputed with my aunt on the vices and virtues of the heroes

of the Trojan war. From Pope's Homer to Dryden's Virgil was an

eafy tranfition ; but I know not how, from fome fault in the author

the tranflator, or the reader, the pious iEneas did not fo forcibly

feize on my imagination ; and I derived more pleafure from Ovid's

Metamorphofes, efpecially in the fall of Phaeton, and the fpeeches of

Ajax and Ulyfles. My grandfather's flight unlocked the door of a

tolerable library ; and I turned over many Englifli pages of poetry

and romance, of hifl:ory and travels. Where a title attracted my eye,

without fear or awe I fnatched the volume from the fhelf ; and Mrs.

Porten, who indulged herfelf in moral and religious fpeculations,

was more prone to encourage than to check a curiofity above tlie

VOL. I. j; ftrength
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ftrength of a boy. This year (1748), the twelfth of my age, I fliall

note as the moft propitious to the growth of my intelledlual ftature.

The relics of my grandfather's fortune afforded a bare annuity for

his own maintenance ; and his daughtei-, my worthy aunt, who had

already palTed her fortieth year, was left deflitute. Her noble fpirit

ftorned a life of obligation and dependence ; and after revolving fe-

veral fchemes, fhe preferred the humble induftry of keeping a board-

ing-houf© for Weftminfter-fcbooi *, where flie laborioufly earned a

competence for her old age. This fmgular opportunity of blending

the advantages of private and public education decided my father.

After the Chriflmas holidays in Januaiy 1749, I accompanied Mrs.

Porten to her new houfe in College-flreet ; and was immediately en-

tered in the fchool, of which Dr. John Nicoll was at that time head-

mafter. At firfl I was alone : but my aunt's refolution was praifed
;

her charadler was efteemed ; her friends were numerous and adlive

:

in the courfe of fome years fhe became the mother of forty or fifty

boys, for the moft part of family and fortune ; and as her primitive

habitation was too narrow, flie built and occupied a fpacious man-

fion in Dean's Yard. I ihall always be ready to join in the commoa

opinion, that our public fchools, which have produced fo many emi-

nent charadlers, are the beft adapted to the genius and conftitution

of the Englifh people. A boy of fpirit may acquire a previous and

praftical experience of the world ; and his playfellows may be the

future friends of his heart or his intereft. In a free intercourfe with

his equals, the habits of truth, fortitude, and prudence will infenfibly

be matured. Birth and riches are meafured by the ftandard of per-

fonal merit ; and the mimic fcene of a rebellion has difplayed, ia

their true colours, the minlfters and patriots of the rlfmg generation.

Our feminaries of learning do not exadly correfpond wdth the

* It is faid in the family, that fhe was principally induced to this undertaking by

her afFeftion for her nephew, whofe weak conftitution recjuired her conftant and unre-

mitted attention. S.

precept
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precept of a Spartan king, " that the cliild fliould be inflruded in the

" arts, which will be ufeful to the man ;" fince a finifhed fcholar may-

emerge from the head of Weflminfter or Eton, in total ignorance of

the bufmefs and converfation of Englifh gentlemen in the latter end

of the eighteenth century. But thefe fchools may afliime the merit

of teaching all that they pretend to teach, the Latin and Greek lan-

guages : they depofit in the hands of a difciple the keys of two valu-

able chefts ; nor can he complain, if they are afterwards loft or ne-'

gleded by his own fault. The neceffity of leading in equal ranks fo

many unequal powers of capacity and application, will prolong to

eight or ten years the juvenile ftudies, which might be difpatched in

half that time by the fkilful mafter of a fnigle pupil. Yet even the

repetition of exercife and difcipline contributes to fix in a vacant

mind the verbal fcience of grammar and profody ; and the private or

voluntary ftudent, who pofTefles the fenfe and fpirlt of the claffics, may
offend, by a falfe quantity, the fcrupulous ear of a well-flogged critic.

For myfelf, I muft be content with a very fmall fhare of the civil and

literary fruits of a public fchool. In the fpace of two years ( 1 749,

1750), interrupted by danger and debility, I painfully climbed into

the third form ; and my riper age was left to acquire the beauties of

the Latin, and the rudiments of the Greek tongue. Inftead of auda-

cioufly mingling in the fports, the quarrels, and the connedions of

our little world, I was ftill cheriflied at home under the maternal

wing of my aunt ; and my removal from Weftminfter long preceded

the approach of manhood.

The violence and variety of my complaints, which had excufed

my frequent abfence from Weftniinfter-fchool, at length engaged

Mrs. Porten, with the advice of phyficians, to condudt me to Bath s

at the end of the Michaelmas vacation (1750) fhe quitted me with

reludance, and I remained feverai months under the care of a trufty

maid-fervant. A ftrange nervous affedion, which alternately con-

tra<^ed my legs, and produced, without any vlfiblc fymptoms, the

E 2 moft
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moft excruciating pain, was inefFedually oppofed by the various

methods of bathing and pumping. From Bath I was tranfported to

Winchefter, to the houfe of a phyfician ; and after the failure of his

medical fkill, we had again recourfe to the virtues of the Bath waters.

During the intervals of thefe fits, I moved with my father to Buriton

and Putney ; and a fhort unfuccefsful trial was attempted to renew

my attendance at Weftminfter-fchool. But my infirmities could not

be reconciled with the hours and difcipline of a public feminary; and

inftead of a domeftic tutor, who might have watched the favourable

moments, and gently advanced the progrefs of my learning, my

father was too eafily content with fuch occafional teachers, as the dif-

ferent places of my refidence could fupply. I was never forced, and

feldom was I perfuaded, to admit thefe leflbns : yet I read with a

clergyman at Bath fome odes of Horace, and feveral epilbdes of

Virgil, which gave me an imperfedl and tranfient enjoyment of the

Latin poets. It might now be apprehended that I fhould continue

for life an illiterate cripple : but, as I approached my fixteenth year,

Nature difplayed in my favour her myfterious energies : my confti-

tution was fortified and fixed ; and my diforders, inftead of growing

with my growth and ftrengthening with my ftrength, moft wonder-

fully vaniflied. I have never poflefled or abufed the infolence of

health : but fince that time few perfons have been more exempt from

real or imaginary ills ; and, till I am admoniftaed by' the gout, the

reader will no more be troubled with the hiftory of my bodily com-

plaints. My unexpedled recovery again encouraged the hope of my
'education ; and I was placed at Efher, in Surry, in the houfe of the

Reverend Mr. Philip Francis, in a pleafant fpot, which promifed to

unite the various benefits of air, exercife, and ftudy (January 1752).

The tranflator of Horace might have taught me to relifti the Latin

poets, had not my friends difcovered in a few v/eeks, that he preferred

the pleafures of London, to the inftrudtion of his pupils. My father's

j.erplexity at this time, rather than liis prudence, was urged to em-

brace
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brace a fingular and defperate meafure. Without preparation or de-

lay he carried nie to Oxfo'ifd ; and I was matriculated in the univer-

fity as a gentleman commoner of Magdalen college, before I had ac-

complilhed the fifteenth year of my age (April 3, 1752).

The curiofity, which had been implanted in my infant mind, was

ftill alive and adlive ; but my reafon was not fufficiently informed to

underftand the value, or to lament the lofs, of three precious years

from my entrance at Weftminfter to my admiflion at Oxford. In-

ftead of repining at my long and frequent confinement to the cham-

ber or the couch, I fecretly rejoiced in thofe infirmities, which deli-

vered me from the exercifes of the fchool, and the fociety of my
equals. As often as I was tolerably exempt from danger and pain,

reading, free defultory reading, was the employment and comfort of

my folitary hours. At Weftminfler, my aunt fought only to amufe

and indulge me ; in my ftations at Bath and Winchefter, at Buriton

and Putney, a falfe compaffion relpedled my fufferings ; and I was

allowed, without controul or advice, to gratify the wanderings of an

unripe tafle. My indifcriminate appetite fubfided by degrees in the

hijioric line : and fince philofophy has exploded all innate ideas

and natural propenfities, I mud afcribe this choice to the ailidu-

ous perufal of the Univerfixl Hiftory, as the o£lavo volumes fuccef-

fively appeared. This unequal work, and a treatife of Hearne, the

DtiBor hijiorictis^ refen'ed and introduced me to the Greek and Roman
hiftorians, to as many at leaft as were acceffible to an Englifli reader.

All that I could find were greedily devoured, from Littlebury's lame

Herodotus, and Spelman's valuable Xenophon, to the pompous

folios of Gordon's Tacitus, and a ragged Procopius of the beginning

of the laft century. The cheap acquifition of fo much knowledge

confirmed my dillike to the lludy of languages ; and I argued with

Mrs. Porten, that, were I mailer of Greek and Latin, I muft inter-

pret to myfelf in Englilh the thoughts of the original, and that fuch

extemporary verfions muft be inferior to the elaborate tranflations of

profefled.
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profefled fcholars ; a filly fophifm, which could not eafily be con-

futed by a perfon ignorant of any othgf language than her own.

From the ancient I leaped to the modern world : many crude lumps

of Speed, Rapin, Mezeray, Davila, Machiavel, Father Paul, Bower,

&c. I devoured like fo many novels ; and I fwallowed with the fame

voracious appetite the defcriptions of India and China, of Mexico

and Peru.

My firft introdudion to the hiftoric fccncs, which have fnice en-

o-ao-ed fo many years of my life, muft be afcribed to an accident. In

the fummer of 1751, I accompanied my father on a vifit to Mr.

Hoare's, in Wiltfhire ; but I was lefs delighted with the beauties of

Stourhead, than with difcovering in the library a common book,

the Continuation of Echard's Roman Hiftory, which is indeed exe-

cuted with more fkill and tafte than the previous work. To me

the reigns of the fuccellbrs of Conftantine were abfolutely new;

and I was immerfed in the paffage of the Goths over the Da-

nube, when the fummons of the dinner-bell reludantly dragged me

from my intelledlual feaft. This tranfient glance ferved rather to

irritate than to appeafe my curiofity ; and as foon as I returned to

Bath I procured the fecond and third volumes of Howel's Hiftory of

the World, which exhibit the Byzantine period on a larger fcale.

Mahomet and his Saracens foon fixed my attention ; and fome inftincH:

of criticifm directed me to the genuine fources. Simon Ockley, an

original in every fenfe, firft opened my eyes ; and I was led from

one book to another, till I had ranged round the circle of Oriental

hiftory. Before I was fixteen, I had exhaufted all that could be

learned in Englifli of the Arabs and Pcrfians, the Tartars and Turks
;

and the fame ardour urged me to guefs at the French of D'Herbelot,

and to conftrue the barbarous Latin of Pocock's Abulfaragius. Such

vague and multifarious reading could not teach me to think, to write,

or to aft ; and the only principle, that darted a ray of light into the

indigefted chaos, was an early and rational application to the order

of



MY LIFE AND WRITINGS. 31

of time and place. The maps of Cellarius and Wells imprinted in my
mind the pidlure of ancient geography : from Stranchius I imbibed

the elements of chronology: the Tables of Helvicus and Anderfon,

the Annals of Ufher and Prideaux, diftinguilhcd the conneftion of

events, and engraved the multitude of names and dat^s in a clear and

indelible feries. But in the dilcuffion of the firft ages I overleaped

the bounds of modefty and ufe. In my childifh balance I prefumed

to weigh the fyftems of Scaliger and Petavius, of Marfham and New-

ton, which I could feldom ftudy in the originals j and my fleep ha»

been difturbed by the difficulty of reconciling the Septuagint with the

Hebrew computation. I arrived at Oxfoi'd with a ftock of erudition,,

that might have puzzled a dodor, and a degree of ignorance, of which

a fchool-boy would have been afhamed.

At the conclufion of this firft period of my life, I am tempted to

enter a proteft againft the trite and lavifh praife of the happinefs of

our boyifh years, which is echoed with fo much affe£tation in the

world. That happinefs I have never known, that time I have never

regretted ; and were my poor aunt ftill alive, fhe would bear tefti-

mony to the early and conftant imiformity of my fentiments. It will

Indeed be replied, that /am not a competent judge ; that pleafure is

incompatible with pain ; that joy is excluded from ficknefs ; and that

the felicity of a fchool-boy confifts in the perpetual motion of

thoughtlefs and playful agility, in which I was never qualified to

excel. My name, it is moft true, could never be enrolled among
the fprightly race, the idle progeny of Eton or Weftminfter,

*' Who foremoft may delight to cleave,

^' With pliant arm, the glafly wave,

" Or urge the flying ball."

The poet may gaily defcribe the fhort hours of recreation ; but he

forgets the daily tedious labours of the fchool, which is approached

each morning with anxious and reluctant fteps.

7 A tra-
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A traveller, who vifits Oxford or Cambridge, is furprlfed and edified

by the apparent order and tranquillity that prevail in the feats of the

Englifh mufes. In the moft celebrated univerfities of Holland, Ger-

many, and Italy, the ftudents, who fwarm from different countries,

are loofely difperfed in private lodgings at the houfes of the burghers :

they drefs according to their fancy and fortune ; and in the intempe-

rate quarrels of youth and wine, their/words, though lefs frequently

than of old, are fometimes ftained with each other's blood. The ufe

of arms is banifhed from our Englifh univerfities ; the uniform habit

of the academics, the fquare cap, and black gown, is adapted to the

civil and even clerical profeffion ; and from the do£tor in divinity to

the under-graduate, the degrees of learning and age are externally

diftinguifhed. Inftead of being fcattered in a town, the ftudents of

Oxford and Cambridge are united in colleges ; their maintenance is

provided at their own expence, or that • of the founders ; and the

ftated hours of the hall and chapel reprefent the difcipline of a regu-

lar, and, as it were, a religious community. The eyes of the travel-

ler are attracted by the fize or beauty of the public edifices ; and the

principal colleges appear to be fo many palaces, which a liberal nation

has ere£ted and endowed for the habitation of fcience. My own
introdu6tion to the univerfity of Oxford forms a new sera in my life

;

and at the diftance of forty years I ftill remember my firft emotions

of furprife and fatisfacStion. In my fifteenth year I felt myfelf fud-

denly raifed from a boy to a man: the perfons, whom I refpe£ted as my
iuperiors in age and academical rank, entertained me with every mark

of attention and civility ; and my vanity was flattered by the velvet

cap and filk gown, which diftinguifli a gentleman commoner from a

plebeian ftudent. A decent allowance, more money than a fchool-

boy had ever feen, was at my own difpofal ; and I might command,

among the tradefmen of Oxford, an indefinite and dangerous lati-

tude of credit. A key was delivered into my hands, which gave me

the



MY LIFE AND WRITINGS. 3^

the free ufe of a numerous and learned library : my apartment con-

fifted of three elegant and well-furniflied rooms in the new building,

a ftately pile, of Magdalen College ; and the adjacent walks, had

they been frequented by Plato's difciples, might have been compared

to the Attic fhade on the banks of the Iliflus. Such was the fair

profpecl of my entrance (April 3, 1752) into the univerfity of

Oxford.

A venerable prelate, whofe tafle and erudition muft refledl honour

on the fociety in which they were formed, has drawn a very intereft-

ing pidlure of his academical life.
—" I was educated (fays Bifhop

" Lowth) in the university of Oxford. T enjoyed all the ad-

" vantages, both public and private, which that famous feat of learn-

" ing fo largely affords. I fpent many years in that illuftrious fo~

" ciety, in a well-regulated courfe of ufeful difcipline and ftudies, and

" in the agreeable and improving commerce of gentlemen and of

" fcholars ; in a fociety where emulation without envy, ambition

*' without jealoufy, contention without animofity, incited induftry,

" and awakened genius ; where a liberal purfuit of knowledge, and
" a genuine freedom of thought, was raifed, encouraged, and pufhed
" forward by example, by commendation, and by authority, t

** breathed the fame atmofphere that the Hookers, the Chilling-
" worths, and the Lockes had breathed before; whofe benevo-

" lence and humanity were as extenfive as their vaft genius and

" comprehenfive knowledge ; who always treated their adverfaries

" xvith civility and refpedl ; who made candour, moderation, and

" liberal judgment as much the rule and law as the fubjed of their

" difcourfe. And do you reproach me with my education in this

" place, and with my relation to this mod refpe£lable body, which
" I Ihall always efteem my greateft advantage and my higheft ho-

" nour ?" I tranfcribe with pleafure this eloquent paffage, without

examining what benefits or what rev,'ards were derived by Hooker,

or Chillingworth, or Locke, from their academical inftitution ; without

vol.. I. F Inquiring,
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Inquiring, whether in this angry controverfy the fpirit of Lowth him-

felf is purified from the intolerant zeal, which Warburton had afcribed

to the genius of the place. It may indeed be obferved, that the at-

mofphere of Oxford did not agree with Mr. Locke's conftitution, and

that the philofopher juftly defpifed the academical bigots, who ex-

pelled his perfon and condemned his principles. The expreffion of

gratitude is a virtue and a pleafure : a liberal mind will delight to

cherilh and celebrate the memory of its parents ; and the teachers of

Icience are the parents of the mind. I applaud the filial piety, which

it is impoffible for me to imitate ; fince I mud not confefs an imagi-

nary debt, to affiime the merit of a juft or generous retribution. To

the univerfity of Oxford /acknowledge no obligation; and fhe will

as cheerfully renounce me for a fon, as I am willing to difclaim her

for a mother. I fpent fourteen months at Magdalen College ; they

proved the fourteen months the moft idle and unprofitable of my
whole life : the reader will pronounce between the fchool and the

fcholar ; but I cannot aifed: to believe that Nature had difqualified me

for all literary purfuits. The fpeclous and ready excufe of my ten-

der age, imperfedl preparation, and hafty departure, may doubtlefs

be alleged ; nor do I willi to defraud fuch excufes of their proper

weight. Yet in my fixteenth year I was not devoid of capacity or

application ; even my childifh reading had difplayed an early though

blind propenfity for books ; and the fliallow flood might have been

taught to flow in a deep channel and a clear fl:ream. In the difci-

pline of a well-conftituted academy, under the guidance of fkilful

and vigilant profeflbrs, I fhould gradually have rifen from tranf-

lations to originals, from the Latin to the Greek claflTics, from

dead languages to living fcience : my hours would have been oc-

cupied by ufeful and agreeable fhudies, the wanderings of fancy

would have been reftrained, and I fhould have efcaped the tempta-

tions of idlenefs, which finally precipitated my departure from

Oxford.

Perhaps
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Perhaps In a feparate annotation I may coolly examine the fabu-

lous and real antiquities of our fifter univerfities, a queftion which

has kindled fuch fierce and foolifh difputes among their fanatic fons.

In the mean while it will be acknowledged, that thefc venerable

bodies are fufficiently old to partake of all the prejudices and infirmi-

ties of age. The fchools of Oxford and Cambridge were founded in

a dark age of falfe and barbarous fcience ; and they are ftill tainted

with the vices of their origin. Their primitive difcipline was adapted

to the education of priefts and monks ; and the government ftill re-

mains in the hands of the clergy, an order of men whofe manners

are remote from the prefent world, and whofe eyes are dazzled by

the light of philofophy. The legal incorporation of thefe focieties

by the charters of popes and kings had given them a monopoly of

the public inftrudion ; and the fpirit of monopolifts is narrow,

lazy, and oppreffive : their work is more coftly and lefs produdive

than that of independent artifts ; and the new improvements fo

eagerly grafped by the competition of freedom, are admitted with

flow and fullen reludtance in thofe proud corporations, above the fear

of a rival, and below the confeffion of an error. We may fcarcely

hope that any reformation will be a voluntary ail ; and fo deeply are

tliey rooted in law and prejudice, that even the omnipotence of par-

liament would Ihrink from an inquiry into the ftate and abufes of

the two univerfities.

The ufe of academical degrees, as old as the thirteenth century, is

vifibly borrowed from the mechanic corporations ; in which an ap-

prentice, after ferving his time, obtains a teftimonlal of his Ikill, and

a licence to pradlife his trade and myftery. It is not my defign to de-

preciate thofe honours, which could never gratify or difappoint my
ambition ; and I fliould applaud the inftitution, if the degrees of ba-

chelor or licentiate were beftowed as the reward of manly and fuc-

cefsful ftudy : if the name and rank of dodor or mailer were ftridly

F 2 referved
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referved for the profeflbrs of fcience, who have approved their title

to the public efteem.

la all the univerfities of Europe, excepting our own, the languages

and fciences are diftrlbuted among a numerous lift of effedivc pror

feflbrs : the ftudents, according to their tafte, their calling, and their

diligence, apply themfelves to the proper matters ; and in the annual

repetition of public and private ledures, thefe matters are afliduoufly

employed. Our curiofity may inquire what number of profeflbrs has

been inttituted at Oxford ? (for I fliall now confine niyfelf to my own

univerfity ;) by whom are they appointed, and what may be the

probable chances of merit or incapacity ? how many are ftationed to

the three faculties, and how many are left for the liberal arts ? what

is the form, and what the fubftance, of their lelTons ? But all thefe

queftions are filenced by one fhort and fingular anfwer, " That in

*' the univerfity of Oxford, the greater part of the public profeflbrs

" have for thefe many years given up altogether even the pretence

" of teaching." Incredible as the fad may appear, I mutt reft my

belief on the pofitive and impartial evidence of a mafter of moral and

political wifdom, who had himfelf refided at Oxford. Dr. Adam

Smith aflTigns as the caufe of their indolence, that, inttead of being

paid by voluntary contributions, which would urge them to increafe

the number, and to deferve the gratitude of their pupils, the Oxford

profeflbrs are fecure in the enjoyment of a fixed ttipend, without the

neceflTity of labour, or the apprehenfion of controul. It has indeed

been obferved, nor is the obferva.tion abfurd, that excepting in expe-

rimental fciences, which demand a coftly apparatus and a dexterous

hand the many valuable treatifes, that have been publifhed on every

fubie(3; of learning, may now fuperfede the ancient mode of oral in-

ftrudion. Were this principle true in its utmoft latitude, I fliould

only infer that the oflices and falaries, which are become ufelefs, ought

without delay to be abollflied. But there ftill remains a material

difference
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difference between a book and a profeflbi" ; the hour of the ledture

inforces attendance ; attention is fixed by the prefence, the voice,

and the occafional queftions of the teacher ; the mofi: idle will carry

fomething away ; and the more diligent will compare the inftruc-

tions, which they have heard in the fchool, with the volumes, which

they perufe in their chamber. The advice of a fkilful profeffor will

adapt a comfe of reading to every mind and every fituation ; his

authority will difcover, admtDnifh, and at laft chaftife the negligence

of his dilciples ; and his vigilant inquiries will afcertain the fteps of

their literary progrefs. Whatever fcience he profefles he may il-

luftrate in a feries of difcourfes, compofed in the leifure of his

clofet, pronounced on public occafions, and finally delivered to the

prefs. I obferve with pleafure, that in the univerfity of Oxford

Dr. Lowth, with equal eloquence and erudition, has executed this

tafk in his incomparable Prak&ioiis on the Poetry of the Hebrews.

The college of St. Mary Magdalen was founded in the fifteenth

century by Wainfleet bifliop of Winchefter ; and now confifts

of a prefident, forty fellows, and a number of inferior ftudents.

It is efteemed one of the largeft and moft wealthy of our acade-

mical corporations, which may be compared to the Benedidline

abbeys of catholic countries ; and I have loofely heard that the

eftates belonging to Magdalen College, which are leafed by thofe

indulgent landlords at fmall quit-rents and occafional fines, might

be raifed, in the hands of private avarice, to an annual revenue of

nearly thirty thoufand pounds. Our colleges are fuppofed to be fchools

of fcience, as well as of education ; nor is it unreafonable to

expedl that a body of literary men, devoted to a life of celibacy,

exempt from the care of their own fubfiftence, and amply provided

with books, fhould devote their leifure, to the profecution of fludy,

and that fome effects of their ftudies fhould be manifefted to the

world. The fhelves of their library groan under the weight of the

Benedidtine folios, of the editions of the fathers, and the colledions

7 of

a A i) '\ ?;
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of the middle ages, which have ifTued from the fingle abbey of

St, Germain de Prez at Paris. A compofition of genius muft be the

ofFspring of one mind ; but fuch works of induftry, as may be di-

vided among many hands, and muft be continued during many

years, are the pecuUar province of a laborious community. It I

inquire into the manufactures of the monks of Magdalen, if I ex-

tend tlie inquiry to the other colleges of Oxford and Cambridge, a

filent blulh, or a fcornful frown, will be the only reply. The fel-

lows or monks of my time were decent eafy men, who fupinely

enjoyed the gifts of the founder: their days were filled by a feries

of uniform employments ; the chapel and the hall, the cofFee-houfe

and the common room, till they retired, weary and well fatisfied,

to a long llumber. From the toil of reading, or thinking, or writing,

they had abfolved their confcience ; and the firfl fhoots of learning

and ingenuity withered on the ground, without yielding any fruits

to the owners or the public. As a gentleman commoner, I was ad-

mitted to the fociety of the fellows, and fondly expelled that fome

queftlons of literature would be the amufing and inftrudlive topics of

their difcourfe. Their converfation ftagnated in a round of college

bufmefs, Tory politics, perfonal anecdotes, and private fcandal : their

dull and deep potations excufed the brifk intemperance of youth

;

and their conftitutional toafts were not expreffive of the moft lively

loyalty for the houfe of Hanover. A general eled;ion was now ap-

proaching : the great Oxfordfhire conteft already blazed with all the

malevolence of party-zeal. Magdalen College was devoutly attached

to the old intereft ! and the names of Wenman and Dafhwood were

more frequently pronounced, than thofe of Cicero and Chryfoftom.

The example of the fenior fellows could not infpire the under-gra-

duates with a liberal fpirit or fludious emulation ; and I cannot de-

fcribe, as I never knew, the difcipline of college. Some duties

may pofTibly have been impofed on the poor fcholars, whofe am-

bition afpired to the peaceful honours of a fellowfhip (afcribi

quietis
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qiiietis ordinibits Deorum) ; but no independent members were

admitted below the rank of a gentleman commoner, and our velvet

cap was the cap of liberty. A tradition prevailed that fome of our

predeceffors had fpoken Latin declamations in the hall ; but of this

ancient cuftom no veftige remained : the obvious methods of public

exercifes and examinations were totally unknown ; and I have never

heard that either the prefident or the fociety interfered in the private

aconomy of the tutors and their pupils.

The filence of the Oxford profefTors, which deprives the youth

of public inftrudtion, is imperfectly fupplied by the tutors, as they

are ftyled, of the feveral colleges. Inflead of confining themfelves

to a fmgle fcience, which had fatisfied the ambition of Burman or

Bernoulli, they teach, or promife to teach, either hiflory or ma-

thematics, or ancient literature, or moral philofophy ; and as it is

poffible that they may be defed;ive in all, it is highly probable that

of fome they will be ignorant. They are paid, indeed, by private

contributions ; but their appointment depends on the head of the

houfe : their diligence is voluntary, and will confequently be languid^

while the pupils themfelves, or their parents, are not indulged in

the liberty of choice or change. The firft tutor into whofe hands

I was refigned appears to have been one of the bell of the tribe

:

Dr. Waldegrave was a learned and pious man, of a mild difpofition,

ilridl morals, and abftemious life, who feldom mingled in the po-

litics or the jollity of the college. But his knowledge of the world

was confined to the univerfity ; his learning was of the laft, rather

than of the prefent age ; his temper was indolent ; his faculties, which

were not of the firft rate, had been relaxed by the climate, and he

was fatisfied, like his fellows, with the flight and fuperficial dif-

charge of an important truft. As foon as my tutor had founded the

infufiiciency of his difciple in fchool-learning, he propofed that we

ihould read every morning from ten to eleven the comedies of Te~

2 rcncc
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rence. The fum of my improvement in the unlverfity of Oxford

is confined to three or four Latin plays ; and even the fludy of an

elegant claffic, which might have been illuftrated by a comparifon

of ancient and modern theatres, was reduced to a dry and literal in-

terpretation of the author's text. During the firft weeks I con-

llantly attended thefe lefTons in my tutor's room ; but as they

appeared equally devoid of profit and pleafure, I was once tempted

to try the experiment of a formal apology. Thie apology was ac-

cepted with a fmile. I repeated the offence with lefs ceremony

;

the excufe was admitted with the fame indulgence : the flighteft

motive of lazinefs or indifpofition, the moft trifling avocation at

home or abroad, was allowed as a worthy impediment ; nor did my
tutor appear confcious of my abfence or negle£l:. Had the hour of

ledure been conftantly filled, a fmgle hour was a fmall portion of

my academic leifure. No plan of ftudy was recommended for my
ufe ; no exercifes were prefcribed for his infpedlion ; and, at the

moft precious feafon of youth, whole days and weeks were fuffered

to elapfe without labour or amufement, without advice or account.

I fhould have liftened to the voice of reafon and of my tutor ; his

mild behaviour had gained my confidence. I preferred his fociety to

that of the younger ftudents ; and in our evening walks to the top

of Heddington-hill, we freely converfed on a variety of fubjedts.

Since the days of Pocock and Hyde, Oriental learning has always

been the pride of Oxford, and I once exprefled an inclination to

ftudy Arabic. His prudence difcouraged this childifh fancy ; but

he negledted the fair occafion of direding the ardour of a curious

mind. During my abfence in the Summer vacation, Dr. Walde-

grave accepted a college living at Wafhington in Suflex, and on my
return I no longer found him at Oxford. From that time I have

loft fight of my firft tutor; but at the end of thirty years (1781)

he was ftill alive ; and the practice of exercife and temperance had

entitled him to a healthy old age.

The
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The long recefs between the Trinity and Michaelmas terms

empties the colleges of Oxford, as well as the courts of Weft-

minfter. I fpent, at my father's houfe at Buriton in Hampfliire,

the two months of Auguft and September. It is whimfical enough,

that as foon as I left Magdalen College, my tafte for books began to

revive ; but it was the fame blind and boyifh tafte for the purfuit of

exotic hiftory. Unprovided with original learning, unformed in

the habits of thinking, unfkilled in the arts of compofuion, I re-

folved—to write a book. The title of this firft Eflay, /be Age of

Sefojlris, was perhaps fuggefted by Voltaire's Age of Lewis XIV.

which was new and popular ; but my fole obje£l was to inveftigate

the probable date of the life and reign of the conqueror of Afia. I

was then enamoured of Sir John Marlham's Canon Chronicus ; an

elaborate work, of whofe merits and defeds I was not yet qualified

to judge. According to his fpecious, though narrow plan, I fettled

my hero about the time of Solomon, in the tenth century before the

Chriftian sera. It was therefore incumbent on me, unlefs I would

adopt Sir Ifaac Newton's fhorter chronology, to remove a formi-

dable objection ; and my folution, for a youth of fifteen, is not de-

void of ingenuity. In his verfion of the Sacred Books, Manetho

the high prieft has identified Sethofis, or Sefoftris, with the elder

brother of Danaus, who landed in Greece, according to the Parian

Marble, fifteen hundred and ten years before Chrift. But in my
fuppofition the high prieft is guilty of a voluntary error ; flattery is

the prolific parent of falfehood. Manetho's Hiftory of Egypt is

dedicated to Ptolemy Philadelphus, who derived a fabulous or ille-

gitimate pedigree from the Macedonian kings of the race of Her-

cules. Danaus is the anceftor of Hercules ; and after the failure

of the elder branch, his defcendants, the Ptolemies, are the fole re-

prefentatives of the royal family, and may claim by inheritance the

kingdom which they hold by conqueft. Such were mv juvenile

difcoveries ; at a riper age, I no longer prefume to conned: the

VOL. I. G Greek,
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Greek, the Jewlfh, and the Egyptian antiquities, which are loft in

a diftaat cloud. Nor is this the only inftancc, in which the belief

and knowledge of the child are fupcrfedcd by the more rational

ignorance of the man. During my ftay at Buriton, my inflmt-

labour was diligently proiecuted, without much interruption from

company or country diverfions ; and I already heard the mufic of

public applaufe. The difcovery of my own weaknefs was the firft

fymptom of tafte. On my return to Oxford, the Age of Sefoftris

was wifely relinquifhed ; but the imperfed fheets remained twenty

years at the bottom of a drawer, till, in a general clearance of papers,

(November 1772,) they were committed to the flames.

After the departure of Dr. Waldgrave, I was transferred, with his

other pupils, to his academical heir, whofe literary charafter did not

command the refpeil of the college. Dr. * * * * well remembered that

he had a falary to receive, and only forgot that he had a duty to per-

form. Inftead of guiding the ftudies, and watching over the behaviour

of his difciple, I was never fummoned to attend even the ceremony

of a lecture; and, excepting one voluntary vifit to his rooms, during

the eight months of his titular office, the tutor and pupil lived in the

fame college as ftrangers to each other. The want of experience,

of advice, and of occupation, foon betrayed me into fome impro-

prieties of condudl, ill-chofen company, late hours, and inconfider-

ate expence. My growing debts might be fecret ; but my frequent

abfence was vifible and fcandalous : and a tour to Bath, a vifit into

Buckinghamfhire, and four excurfions to London in the fame winter,

were coftly and dangerous frolics. They were, indeed, without a

meaning, as without an excufe. The irkfomenefs of a cloiftered

life repeatedly tempted me to wander ; but my chief pleafure was

that of travelling ; and I was too young and bafhful to enjoy, like

a Manly Oxonian in Town, the pleafures of London. Li all thefe

excurfions I eloped from Oxford ; I returned to college ; in a few

days I eloped again, as if I had been an independent ftranger in a

hired
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hired lodging, without once hearing the voice of admonition, with-

out once feeling the hand of control. Yet my time was Ipft, my
expences were multiplied, my behaviour abroad was unknown ; folly

as well as vice fhould have awakened the attention of my I'uperiors,

and my tender years would have juftitied a more than ordinary de-

gree of reftraint and difcipline.

It might at leaft be expedled, that an ecclefiaflical fchool fhould

Inculcate the orthodox principles of religion. But our venerable

mother had contrived to unite the oppolite extremes of bigotry and

indifference : an heretic, or unbeliever, was a monrter in her eyes
;

but fhe was always, or often, or fometimes, remifs in the fpiritua).

education of her own children. According to the ftatutes of the

univerfity, every ftudent, before he is matriculated, muft fubfcribe his

aflent to the thirty-nine articles of the church of England, which are

figned by more than read, and read by more than believe them.

My infufficient age excufed me, however, from the immediate per-

formance of this legal ceremony ; and the vice-chancellor directed

me to return, as foon as I fhould have accomplifhed my fifteenth yearj

recommending me, in the mean while, to the inftrudtion of my col-

lege. My college forgot to inftru£t : I forgot to return, and was

myfelf forgotten by the firft magiftrate of the univerfity. Without

a fingle ledlure, either public or private, either chriftian or proteftant,

without any academical fubfcription, without any epifcopal confirm-

ation, I was left by the dim light of my catechifm to grope my way

to the chapel and communion-table, where I was admitted, without

a queftlon, how far, or by what means, I might be qualified to receive

the facrament. S-ach almoft incredible negledl was produdtlve of the

worft mifchiefs. From my childhood I had been fond of religious

difputation : my poor aunt has been often puzzled by the myfl;eries

which fhe flrove to believe ; nor had the elaftic fpring been totally

broken by the weight of the atmofphere of Oxford. The blind acti-

vity of idlenefs urged me to advance without armour into the dan-

Cr 2 gerous
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o-erous mazes of controverfy ; and at the age of fixteen, I bewildered

myfelf in the errors of the church of Rome.

The progrefs of my converfion may tend to illuftrate, at leaft, the

hiftory of my own mind. It was not long fmce Dr. Middleton's free

inquiry had founded an alarm in the theological world : much ink

and much gall had been fpilt in the defence of the primitive miracles;

and the two dulleft of their champions were crowned with academic

honours by the univerfity of Oxford. The name of Middleton was

unpopular ; and his profcription very naturally led me to perufe his

writings, and thofe of his antagonifts. His bold criticifm, which ap-

proaches the precipice of infidelity, produced on my mind a fmgular

effed ; and had 1 perfevered in the communion of Rome, I fhould

now apply to my own fortune the predidion of the Sybil,

Via prima falutis.

Quod minime reris, Graia, pandetur ab urbe.

The elegance of ftyle and freedom of argument were repelled by a

fhield of prejudice. I ftill revered the charader, or rather the names,

of the faints and fathers whom Dr. Middleton expofes ; nor could he

deftroy my implicit belief, that the gift of miraculous powers was

continued in the church, during the firft four or five centuries of

chriftianity. But I was unable to refift the weight of hiftorical evi-

dence, that within the fame period moft of the leading dodlrines of

popery were already introduced in theory and pradice : nor was my
conclufion abfurd, that miracles are the tell of truth, and that the

church muft be orthodox and pure, which was fo often approved by

the vifible interpofition of the Deity. The marvellous tales which

are fo boldly attefted by the Bafils and Chryfoftoms, the Auftins and

Jeroms, compelled me to embrace the fuperior merits of celibacy, the

inftitution of the monaftic life, the ufe of the fign of the crofs, of

holy oil, and even of images, the invocation of faints, the worfhip

of relics, the rudiments of purgatory in prayers for the dead, and

3 the
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the tremendous myftery of the facrifice of the body and blood of

Chrift, which infenfibly fwelled into the prodigy of tranfubftantia-

tion. In thefe difpofitions, and already more than half a convert, I

formed an unlucky intimacy with a young gentleman of our college,

whofe name I fliall fpare. With a charader lefs refolute, Mr. ****

had imbibed the fame religious opinions ; and fome Popifh books, I

know not through what channel, were conveyed into his poflefTion.

I read, I applauded, I believed : the EnglilTi tranflations of two fa-

mous works of BolTuet Bilhop of Meaux, the Expofition of the Ca-

tholic Dodlrine, and the Hiftory of the Proteftant Variations,, at-

chieved my converfion, and I furely fell by a noble hand *. I have

fince examined the originals with a more difcerning eye, and fhall

not hefitate to pronounce, that Bofliiet is indeed a mafter of all the

weapons of controverfy. In the Expofition, a fpecious apology, the

orator affumes, with confummate art, the tone of candour and fim-

plicity ; and the ten-horned monfter is transformed, at his magic

touch, into the milk-white hind, who mufi; be loved as foon as fhe

is feen. In the Hiftory, a bold and well-aimed attack, he difplays,

with a happy mixture of narrative and argument, the faults and

follies, the changes and contradiilions of our firfl: reformers;

whofe variations (as he dexteroufly contends) are the mark of hlfto-

rical error, while the perpetual unity of the catholic church is the

fign and teft of infallible truth. To my prefent feelings it feems in-

crcdible that I ihould ever believe that I believed in tranfubftantia-

tion. But my conqueror opprefled me with the facramental words,

" Hoc eft coi-pus meum," and daftied againft each other the figura-

tive half-meanings of the proteftant fe£ts : every objedion was re-

folved into omnipotence ; and after repeating at St. Mary's the Atha-

* Mr. Gibbon never talked with me on the fubjecft of his convcrrion to popery but

once ; and then, he imputed his change to the works of Parfons the jefuit, who hved

in the reign of Ehzabeth, and who, he faid, liad urged ail the bed arguments in favour

of the Roman catholic religion. S.

nafian
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nafian creed, I humbly acquiefced in the myftery of the real

prefence.

" To take up half on truft, and half to try,

" Name it not faith, but bungling bigotry.

" Both knave and fool, the merchant we may call,

" To pay great fums, and to compound the fmall,

" For who would break with Heaven, and would not break

" for all ?"

No fooner had I fettled my new religion than I refolved to profefs

myfelf a catholic. Youth is fmcere and impetuous ; and a moment-

ary glow of enthufiafm had raifed me above all temporal confider-

ations *.

By the keen proteftants, who would gladly retaliate the example

of perfecution, a clamour is raifed of the increafe of popery : and

they are always loud to declaim againft the toleration of priefts and

jefuits, who pervert fo many of his majefty's fubjedls from their reli-

gion and allegiance. On the prefent occafion, the fall of one or more

of her fons direded this clamour againfl; the univerfity ; and it was

confidently aflirmed that popifh miffionaries were fuffered, under va-

rious difguifes, to introduce themfelves into the colleges of Oxford.

But juftice obliges me to declare, that, as far as relates to myfelf,

this affertion is falfe ; and that I never converfed with a prieft, or

even with a papift, till my refolution from books was abfolutely

fixed. In my laft excurfion to London, I addrefled myfelf to Mr.

Lewis, a Roman catholic bookfeller in Ruflell-ftreet, Covent Garden,

who recommended me to a prieft, of whofe name and order I am at

prefent ignorant. In our firft interview he foon difcovered that per-

fuafion was needlefs. After founding the motives and merits of my

* He defcribed the letter to his father, announcing his converfion, as written with

all the pomp, the dignity, and felf-fatisfaftion of a martyr. S.

converfion,

\
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converfion, he confented to admit me into tlie pale of the church
;

and at his feet, on the eighth of June 1753, I folemnly, though pri-

vately, abjured the errors of herefy. The fedudion of an Englifli

youth of family and fortune was an adl of as much danger as glory; but

he bravely overlooked the danger, of which I was not then fufTiciently

informed. " Where a perfon is reconciled to the fee of Rome, or

" procures others to be reconciled, the offence (fays Blackftone)

" amounts to high treafon." And if the humanity of the age would

prevent the execution of this fanguinary ftatute, there were other

laws of a lefs odious caft, which condemned the priefl to perpetual

imprifonment, and transferred the profelyte's eftate to his neareft re-

lation. An elaborate controverfial epiftle, approved by my diredor,

and addreffed to my father, announced and juftified the ftep which I

had taken. My father was neither a bigot nor a philofopher
; but

his afteftion deplored the lofs of an only fon ; and his good fenfe was

aftonifhed at my ftrange departure from the religion of my country.

In the firft fally of paiTion he divulged a fecret which prudence might

have fupprefled, and the gates of Magdalen College were for ever fhut

againft my return. Many years afterwards, when the name of Gib-

bon was become as notorious as that of Middleton, it was induftri-

cufly whifpered at Oxford, that the hiftorian had formerly " turned

" papift,:" my chara£ter flood expofed to the reproach of inconflancy •

and this invidious topic would have been handled without mercy by

my opponents, could they have feparated my caufe from that of the

univerfity. For my ov/n part, I am proud of an honefl facrifice of

intereft to confcience. I can never blufh, if my tender mind was en-

tangled in the fophiflry that feduced the acute and manly underfland-

ings of Chillingworth and Bayle, who afterwards emerged

from fuperftition to fcepticifm.

While Charles the Firft governed England, and was himfelf go-

verned by a catholic queen, it cannot be denied that the mifhonaries

7 of
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of Rome laboured with impunity and fuccefs in the court, the coun-

try, and even the univerfities. One of the (heep,

AVhom the grim wolf with privy paw-

Daily devours apace, and nothing faid,

is Mr. William Chillingworth, Mafter of Arts, and Fellow of Tri-

nity College, Oxford ; who, at the ripe age of twenty-eight years,

was perfuaded to elope from Oxford, to the Englifli feminary at

Douay in Flanders. Some difputes with Fifher, a fubtle jefuit, might

firft awaken him from the prejudices of education ; but he yielded to

his own vidtorious argument, " that there muft be fomewhere an in-

" fallible judge ; and that the church of Rome is the only chriftian

" fociety which either does or can pretend to that character." After

a fliort trial of a few months, Mr. Chillingworth was again tormented

by religious fcruples : he returned home, refumed his ftudies, unra-

velled his miftakes, and delivered his mind from the yoke of autho-

rity and fuperftition. His new creed was built on the principle, that

the Bible is our fole judge, and private reafon our fole interpreter

:

and he ably maintains this principle in the Religion of a Proteftant,

a book which, after ftartling the dodlors of Oxford, is ftill efteemed

the mofl folid defence of the Reformation. The learning, the virtue,

the recent merits of the author, entitled him to fair preferment : but

the flave had now broken his fetters; and the more he weighed, the lefs

was he difpofed to fubfcribe to the thirty-nine articles of the church

of England. In a private letter he declares, with all the energy of

language, that he could not fubfcribe to them without fubfcribing to his

own damnation; and that if ever he fhould depart from this immoveable

refolution, he would allow his friends to think him a madman, or an

atheift. As the letter is without a date, we cannot afcertain the num-

ber of weeks or months that elapfed between this paflionate abhor-

rence and the Salifbury Regifter, which is ftill extant. " Ego Gu-
'* liehnus Chillingworth, , omnibus hifce articulis, et fin-

" gulis
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" gulls in lifdem contentis volens, et ex animo fubfcribo, et confenfum

" meum lifdem prxbeo. 2odleJulil 1638." But, alas ! the chan-

cellor and prebendary of Sarum foon deviated from his own fubfcrip-

tion : as he more deeply fcrutinized the article of the Trinity, neither

fcripture nor the primitive fathers could long uphold his orthodox

belief; and he could not but confefs, " that the dodlrine of Arius is

*' either a truth, or at leaft no damnable herefy." From this middle

region of the air, the defcent of his reafon would naturally reft on

the firmer ground of the Socinians : and if we may credit a doubtful

ftory, and the popular opinion, his anxious inquiries at laft fubfided

in philofophic indifference. So confpicuous, however, were the can-

dour of his nature and the innocence of his heart, that this appa-

rent levity did not affe£l the reputation of Chillingworth. His fre-

quent changes proceeded from too nice an inquifition into truth.

His doubts grew out of himfelf ; he aflifted them with all the ftrength

of his reafon : he was then too hard for himfelf; but finding as little

quiet and repofe in thofe vidories, he quickly recovered, by a new

appeal to his own judgment: fo that in all his failles and retreats, he

was in fadt his own convert.

Bayle was the fon of a Calvinift minifter in a remote province of

France, at the foot of the Pyrenees. For the benefit of education,

the proteftants were tempted to rifk their children in the catholic

univerfities ; and in the twenty-fecond year of his age, young Bavle

was feduced by the arts and arguments of the jefuits of Thouloufe.

He remained about feventeen months (19th March 1669— 19th Au-

guft 1670) in their hands, a voluntary captive ; and a letter to his

parents, which the new convert compofed or fubfcribed (15th April

1670), is darkly tinged with the fpirit of popery.- But Nature had

defigned him to think as he pleafed, and to fpeak as he thought : his

piety was offended by the exceffive worfhip of creatures ; and the

ftudy of phyfics convinced him of the impoffibility of tranfubftantia-

tion, which is abundantly refuted by the teftimony of our fenfes.

VOL. I. M His
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His return to the communion of a falling fe£t was a bold and difin-

terefted ftep, that expofed him to the rigour of the laws ; and a fpeedy

flight to Geneva protected him from the refentmcnt of his fpiritual

tyrants, unconfcious as they were of the full value of the prize, which

they had loft. Had Bayle adhered to the catholic church, had he

embraced the ecclefiaftical profeffion, the genius and favour of fuch

a profelyte might have afpired to wealth and honours in his native

country : but the hypocrite would have found lefs happinefs in the

comforts of a benefice, or the dignity of a mitre, than he enjoyed at

Rotterdam in a private ftate of exile, indigence, and freedom. With-

out a country, or a patron, or a prejudice, he claimed the liberty and

fubfifted by the labours of his pen ; the inequality of his voluminous

works is explained and excufed by his alternately writing for him-

felf, for the bookfellers, and for pofterity ; and if a fevere critic would

reduce him to a fmgle folio, that relic, like the books of the Sybil,

would become ftill more valuable. A calm and lofty fpedlator of the

religious tempeft, the philofopher of Rotterdam condemned with

equal firmnefs the perfecution of Lewis the Fourteenth, and the re-

publican maxims of the Calvinifts ; their vain prophecies, and the in-

tolerant bigotry which fometimes vexed his folitary retreat. In re-

viewing the controverfies of the times, he turned againft each other

the arguments of the difputants ; fucceflively wielding the arms of the

catholics and proteftants, he proves that neither the way of authority,

nor the way of examination can afford the multitude any teft of reli-

gious truth; and dexteroufly concludes that cuftom and education muft

be the fole grounds of popular belief. The ancient paradox of Plu-

tarch, that atheifm is lefs pernicious than fuperftition, acquires a ten-

fold vigor, when it is adorned with the colours of his wit, and pointed

with the acutenefs of his logic. His critical dictionary is a vaft repo-

fitory of fa£ts and opinions ; and he balances xhtfalfe religions in his

fceptical fcales, till the oppofite quantities (if I may ufe the language

of algebra) annihilate each other. The wonderful power which he

fo
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fo boldly exercifed, of aflembling doubts and obje(Slions, had tempted

him jocofely to aflume the title of the ve(p£X7}yspBTtx. Zsug, the cloud-

compelling Jove ; and in a converfation with the ingenious Abbe

(afterwards Cardinal) de Polignac, he freely difclofed his univerfal

Pyrrhonifm. " I am moft truly (faid Bayle) a proteftant ; for I

" proteft indifferently againft all fyftems and all fedts."

The academical refentment, which I may poffibly have provoked,

will prudently fpare this plain narrative of my ftudies, or rather of

my idlenefs ; and of the unfortunate event which {hortened the term

of my refidence at Oxford. But it may be fuggefted, that my father

was unlucky in the choice of a fociety, and the chance of a tutor. It

will perhaps be afferted, that in the lapfe of forty years many im-

provements have taken place in the college and in the univerfity. I

am not unwilling to believe, that fome tutors might have been found

more adive thanDr.Waldgrave, and lefs contemptible than Dr.*'***.

About the fame time, and in the fame walk, a Bentham was flill

treading in the footfleps of a Burton, whofe maxims he had adopted,

and whofe life he had publifhed. The biographer iiideed preferred

the fchool-logic to the new philofophy^ Burgurfdicius to Locke ; and

the hero appears, in his own writings, a ftifF and conceited pedant.

Yet even thefe men, according to the meafure of their capacity,

might be diligent and ufeful ; and it is recorded of Burton, that he

taught his pupils what he knew ; fome Latin, fome Greek, fome

ethics and metaphyfics ; referring them to proper mafters for the lan-

guages and fciences of which he was ignorant. At a more recent

period, many fludents have been attradled by the merit and reputa-

tion of Sir William Scott, then a tutor in Univerfity College, and

now confpicuous in the profeffion of the civil law : my perfonal ac-

quaintance with that gentleman has infpired me with a juft efteem for

his abilities and knowledge; and I am aflured that his leftures on hif-

tory would compofe, were they given to the public, a moft valuable

treatife. Under the aufpices of the prefent Archbilhop of York,

H 2 Dr.
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Dr. Markham, himfelf an eminent fcholar, a more regular difcipline

has been Introduced, as I am told, at Chrift Church*; a courfc of

claffical and philofophical ftudies is propofed, and even purfued, in

that numerous feminary : learning has been made a duty, a pleafure,

and even a fafhion j and feveral young gentlemen do honour to

the college in which they have been educated. According to the

will of the donor, the profit of the fecond part of Lord Clarendon's

Hiftory has been applied to the eftablilhment of a riding-fchool, that

the polite exercifes might be taught, I know not with what fuccefs,.

in the univerfity. The Vinerian profeflbrfliip is of far more ferious

importance ; the laws of his country are the firft fcience of an Eng-

* This was written on the information Mr. Gibbon had received, and the obferva-

tion he had made, previous to his late refidence at Laufanne. During his laft vlfit to

England, he had an opportunity of feeing at Sheffield- place fome young men of the

college above alluded to -, he had great f;uisfa£lion in converfing with them, made

many inquiries refpefting their courfe of ftudy, applauded the difcipline of Chrift

Church and the liberal attention fliewn by the Dean, tothofe whofe only recommend-

ation was their merit. Had Mr. Gibbon lived to revife this work, I am fure he would

have mentioned the name of Dr. Jackfon with the higheft commendation. There are

other colleges at Oxford, with whofe difcipline my friend was unacquainted, to

which, without doubt, he would willingly have allowed their due praife, particularly

Brazen Nofc and Oriel Colleges -, the former under the care of Dr. Cleaver, blfhop of

Chefter, the latter under that of Dr. Eveleigh. It is ftill greatly to be wilhed that the

general expence, or rather extravagance, of young men at our Englifli univerfities may

be more eftedually rei'trained. The expence, in which they are permitted to indulge,

is inconfiftent not only with a neceflary degree of ftudy, but with thofe habits of mo-

rality which {liould be promoted, by all means poffible, at an early period of life. An

academical education in England is at prefent an objeft of alarm and terror to every

thinkinsi parent of moderate fortune. It is the apprehenfion of the expence, of the

dlffipation, and other evil confequences, which arife from the want of proper reftraint

at our own univerfities, that forces a number of our EnglHh youths to thofe of Scot-

land and utterly excludes many from any fort of academical inftrudion. If a charge

be true which 1 have heard infilled on, that the heads of our colleges in Oxford and

Cambridge are vain of having under their care chiefly men of opulence, who may be

fuppofed exempt from the neceffity of ceconomical controul, they are indeed highly

cenfurable ; fmce the mlfchitf of allowing early habits of expence and diffipation is

Teat, in various refpeils, even to thofe poflcfled of large property ; and the moft

ferious tvil from this Indulgence muft happen to youths of humbler fortune, who

certainly form the majority of ftudents both at Oxford and Cambridge^ S,.

liftiman
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Hfhman of rank and fortune, who is called to be a maglflrate, and

may hope to be a legillator. This judicious inftitution was coldly

entertained by the graver dodlors, who complained (I have heard the

complaint) that it would take the young people from their books

:

but Mr. Viner's benefaction is not unprofitable, fince it has at lead

produced the excellent commentaries of Sir William Blackftone.

After carrying me to Putney, to the houfe of his friend Mr. Mallet *,

by whofe philofophy I was rather fcandalized than reclaimed, it was

neceflary for my father to form a new plan of education, and to de-

vife fome method which, if poffible, might effect the cure of my
fpiritual malady. After much debate it was determined, from the

advice and perfonal experience of Mr. Eliot (now Lord Eliot) to fix

me, during fome years, at Laufanne in Switzerland. Mr. Frey, a

Swifs gentleman of Bafil, undertook the condud of the journey: we
left London the lyth of June, eroded the fea from Dover to Calais,

travelled poft through feveral provinces of France, by the dire(S road

of St. Quentin, Rheims, Langres, and Befan9on, and arrived the

30th of June at Lauflinne, where I was immediately fettled under

the roof and tuition of Mr, Pavilliard, a Calvinifl: minifter.

The firft marks of my father's difpleafure rather aftonilhed than

afFiitfted me : when he threatened to banifh, and dijbwn, and difm-

herit a rebellious fon, I cherilhed a fecret hope that he would not be

able or willing to etfed: his menaces ; and the pride of confcience

encouraged me to fuftain the honourable and important part which I

was now adting. My fpirits were raifed and kept alive by the rapid

motion of my journey, the new and various fcenes of the Continent,

and the civility of Mr. Frey, a man of fenfe, who was not ignorant

of books or the world. But after he had refigned me into Pavilliard's

hands, and I was fixed in my new habitation, I had leifure to con-

* The author of a life of Bacon, which has been rated above its value ; of fome

forgotten poems and plays ; and of the pathetic ballad of William and Margaret.

7 template
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template the flrangc and melancholy profped: before me. My fnfl:

complaint arofe from my ignorance of the language. In my child-

hood I had once ftudied the French grammar, and I could imper-

fedtly underftand the eafy profe of a fiimiliar fubjeft. But when I

was thus fuddenly caft on a foreign land, I found myfelf deprived of

the ufe of fpeech and of hearing ; and, during fome weeks, incapable

not only of enjoying the pleafures of converfatlon, but even of afking

or anfwering a queftion in the common intercourfe of life. To a

home-bred Englifhman every objea:, every cuftom was ofFenfive

;

but the native of any country might have been difgufted with the

general afpedt of his lodging and entertainment. I had now ex-

changed my elegant apartment in Magdalen College, for a narrow,

o-loomy ftreet, the moft unfrequented of an unhandfome town, for

an old inconvenient houfe, and for a fmall chamber ill-contrived and-

ill-furnifhed, which, on the approach of Winter, inftead of a com-

panionable fire, muft be warmed by the dull invifible heat of a flove.

From a man I was again degraded to the dependance of a fchool-boy.

Mr. Pavilliard managed my expences, which had been reduced to

a diminutive ftate : I received a fmall monthly allowance for my
pocket-money ; and helplefs and awkward as I have ever been,

I no longer enjoyed the indifpenfable comfort of a fervant. My
condition feemed as deftitute of hope, as it was devoid of plea-

fure : I was feparated for an indefinite, which appeared an infinite

term from my native country ; and I had loft all connedlion with

my catholic friends. I have fince reflected with furprife, that as the

Romifh clergy of every part of Europe maintain a clofe correfpond-

ence with each other, they never attempted, by letters or meflages,

to refcue me from the hands of the heretics, or at leaft to confirm

my zeal and conftancy in the profefTion of the faith. Such was my

firft introdudion to Laufanne ; a place where I fpent nearly five years

with pleafure and profit, which I afterwards revifited without com-

pulfion, and which I have finally fele£ted as the moft grateful retreat

for the decline of my life.
g^^
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But It Is the peculiar felicity of youth that the mofl unpleafing ob-

jcOiS and events feldom make a deep or lading impreflion ; it forgets

the paft, enjoys the prefent, and anticipates the future. At the

flexible age of fixteen I foon learned to endure, and gradually to

adopt, the new forms of arbitrary manners : the real hardfliips of my
fituation were alienated by time. Had I been fent abroad in a more

fplendid ftyle, fuch as the fortune and bounty of my father might

have fupplied, I might have returned home with the fame ftock of

language and fcience, which our countrymen ufually import from the

Continent. An exile and a priibner as I was, their example be-

trayed me into fome irregularities of wine, of play, and of idle ex-

curfions : but I foon felt the impoffibility of affociating with them on

equal terms ; and after the departure of my firfl acquaintance, I held

a cold and civil correfpondence with their fucceflbrs. This feclufion

from Englifh fociety was attended with the moil folid benefits. In

the Pays de Vaud^ the French language is ufed with lefs imperfection

than in moft of the diftant provinces of France : in Pavilliard's fa-

mily, neceffity compelled me to liften and to fpeak ; and if I was at

firft difheartened by the apparent flownefs, in a few months I was

aftonilhed by the rapidity of my progrefs. My pronunciation was

formed by the conftant repetition of the fame founds ; the variety of

words and idioms, the rules of grammar, and diftindtions of genders,

were imprefled in my memory : eafe and freedom were obtained by

practice ; correftnefs and elegance by labour ; and before I was re-

called home, French, in which I fpontaneoufly thought, was more

familiar than Englifh to my ear, my tongue, and my pen. The firft

efFeft of this opening knowledge was the revival of my love of read-

ing, which had been chilled at Oxford ; and I foon turned over,

•without much choice, almoft all the French books in my tutor's li-

brary. Even thefe amufements v/ere productive of real advantage :

my tafte and judgment were now fomewhat riper. I was introduced

to a new mode of ftyle and literature : by the comparifon of manners

2 and
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and opinions, my views were enlarged, my prejudices were correded,

and a copious voluntary abftra£l of the Hijloire de VEgl'tje et cle l'Em-

pire^ by le Sueur, may be placed in a middle line between my childifli

and my manly lludies. As loon as I was able to convert with the

natives, I began to feel fome fatisfadlion in their company : my awk-

ward timidity was polifhed and emboldened ; and I frequented, for

the firft time, affemblies of men and women. The acquaintance of

the Pavilliards prepared me by degrees for more elegant fociety. I

was received with kindnefs and indulgence in the bed families of

Laufanne ; and it was in one of thefe that I formed an intimate and

lading connexion with Mr. Deyverdun, a young man of an amiable

temper and excellent underftanding. In the arts of fencing and

dancing, fmall indeed was my proficiency ; and fome months were

idly wailed in the riding-fchool. My unfitnefs to bodily exercife

reconciled me to a fedentary life, arid the horfe, the favourite of my

countrymen, never contributed to the pleafures of my youth.

My obligations to the leffons of Mr. Pavilliard, gratitude will not

fuffer me to forget : he was endowed with a clear head and a warm

heart ; his innate benevolence had affuaged the fpirit of the church

;

he was rational, becaufe he was moderate : in the courfe of his ftudies

he had acquired a jufl though fuperficial knowledge of moft branches

of literature ; by long pradice, he was (killed in the arts of teaching
;

and he laboured with affiduous patience to know the charader, gain

the aflfedion, and open the mind of his Englifh pupil *. As foon as

we

* ExiracI of a Letter from M. Pavilliard to Edward Gibbon efq.

A Laufanne, ce 25 Juillet 1753.

Monfieur de Gibbon fe porte tres bien par la Grace de Dieu, et il me paroit qu'il

ne fe trouve pas mal de notre Malfon ;
j'al meme lieu de pcnfer qu'il prend de I'attache-

ment pour moi, ce dont je fuis charme et que je travaiUerai a augmenter, parce qu'il

aura plus de confiance en moi, dans ce que je me propofe de lui dire.

Je n'ai point encore entrepris de lui parler fur ks matieres de religion, parce que je

n'entens pas affez la langue Angloife pour foutenir une longue conveifation en cettc

langue,
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we began to underftand each other, he gently led me, from a blind

and undiftinguiihing love of reading, into the path of inftrudion.

I confented with plcafure that a portion of the morning-hours {hould

be confecrated to a plan of modern hiftory and geography, and to the

critical perufal of the French and Latin clafTics ; and at each ftep I

felt myfelf invigorated by the habits of application and method. His

prudence reprefled and diflembled fome youthful fallies ; and as foon

as I was confirmed in the habits of induftry and temperance, he gave

the reins into my own hands. His favourable report of my beha-

viour and progrefs gradually obtained fome latitude of action and

expence ; and he wiflaed to alleviate the hardihips of my lodging and

entertainment. The principles of philofophy wei'e aflbciated with

the examples of tafte ; and by a fmgular chance, the book, as well as

the man, which contributed the moft efFedually to my education, has

a ftronger claim on my gratitude than on my admiration. Mr. De

Croufaz, the adverfary of Bayle and Pope, is not diftinguifhed by lively

fancy or profound refle£lion ; and even in his own country, at the

end of a few years, his name and writings are almofl obliterated.

But his philofophy had been formed in the fchool of Locke, his di-

langue, quoique je life les auteurs Anglois avec aflez de facilite ; et Monfieur de Gib-

bon n'entend pas aflez de Fran9o:s, mais il y fait beaucoup de progres.

Je fuis fort content de la politefle et de la douceur de caraftere de Monfieur votre

Fils, et je me flatte que je pouvrai toujours vous parler de lui avec eloge ; il s'applique

beaucoup a la lefture.

From the Same to the Same.

A Laufanne, ce 13 Aout 1753.

Monfieur de Gibbon fe porte bien par la grace de Dieu ; je TaiiVie, et je me fuis extreme-

ment attache a lui parce qu'il eft doux et tranquille. Pour ce que regard fes fenti-

mens, quoique je ne lui aie encore rien dit la deffus, j'ai lieu d'efperer qu'il ouvrira les

yeux a la verite. Je le penfe ainfi, parce qu'etaiit dans men cabinet il a choifi deux

livresde controverfe i\vC\\ a pris dans fa chambrc et qu'il les lit. II m'a charge de vous

oflVlr fes tres humble refpeds, et de vous demander la permiffion de le laifler monter

au manege: cet exercife pourroit contrlbuer a donner de la force.a fon corps, c'eft I'ldec

qu'il en a.

VOL. I, 1 ""'^'^T
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A'lnity In that of Limborch and Le Clerc ; in a long and laborious

life, feveral generations of pupils were taught to think, and even to

write ; his leflbns refcued the academy of Laufanne from Calviniftic

prejudice ; and he had the rare merit of diffufmg a more liberal fpirit

among the clergy and people of the Pays de Vaud. His fyftem of

logic, which in the Lift editions has fwelled to fix tedious and prolix

volumes, may be praifed as a clear and methodical abridgment of the

art of reafoning, from our fimple ideas to the moft complex opera-

tions of the human underftanding. This fyftem I ftudied, and medi-

tated, and abftradled, till I have obtained the free command of an

univerfal inftrument, which I foon prefumed to exercife on my ca-

tholic opinions. PavlUiard was not unmindful that his firft tafk, his

moft important duty, was to reclaim me from the errors of popery.

The intermixture of feds has rendered the Swifs clergy acute and

learned on the topics of controverfy ; and I have fome of his letters

in which he celebrates the dexterity of his attack, and my gradual

conceflions, after a firm and well-managed defence *. I was willing,

and I am now willing, to allow him a handfome fhare of the honour

of my converfion : yet I muft obferve, that it was principally effeded

by my private reflexions ; and I ftill remember my folitary tranfport

at the difcovcry of a philofophical argument againft the dodlrine of

tranfubftantiation : that the text of fcripture, which feems to inculcate

the real prefence, is attefted only by a fingle fenfe—our fight ; while

the real prefence itfelf is difproved by three of our fenfes—the fight,

the touch, and the tafte. The various articles of the Romifti creed dif-

appeared like a dream ; and after a full convidion, on Chriftmas-day

1 754, I received the facrament in the church of Laufanne. It was

* M. Pavilliard has defcribed to me the aftonifhment with which he gazed on Mr.

Gibbon (landing before him: a thin little figure, with a large head, difputing and

urging, with the greateft ability, all the beft arguments that had ever been ufed in

favour of popery. Mr. Gibbon many years ago became very fat and corpulentj but he

had uncommonly fmall bones, and was very flight made. S.

here
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here that I fufpended my religious inquiries, acquicfcing with im-

plicit belief in the tenets and myfteries, which are adopted by the ge-

neral confent of catholics and proteftants *.

Such,

* Letter from Mr. Pavilliard to Edwaud Gibbon efq.

Monfieur, June 26tli, 1754.

J'efpere que vous pardonnerez mon long filence en faveiir des nouvelles que j'ai a

vous apprendre. Si j'ai tant tarde, ce n'a ete iii par oubli, ni par negligence, majs jc

croyois dc femaine en femaine pouvoir vous annoncer que Monfieur votre fiis avoit

entierement renonce aux fauiles idees qu'il avoit embiaflees; mais il a fallu difputer

le terrein pie a pie, et je n'ai pas trouve en lui un homme leger, et qui pafle rapide-

ment d'un fentinient a un autre. Souvent apres avoir detruit toutes fes idecs fur un
article de maniere qu'il n'avoit rien a repliquer, ce qu'il avouoit fans detour, il me
difoit qu'il ne croioit pas, qu'il n'y eut rien a me repondre. La deflus je n'ai pas juge

qu'il fallut le poufler a bout, et extorquer de lui un aveu que fon coeur defavoueroit
j

je lui donnois alors du terns pour reflechir ; tons mes livres etoient a fa difpofition

;

je revenois a la charge quand il m'avouoit qu'il avoit etudie la matiere auffi bien qu'il

I'avolt pu, et enfin j'etabliflbit une verite.

Je me perfuadois, que quand j'aurois detruit les principales erreurs de I'eglife Ro-
maine, je n'aurois qu'a faire voir que les autres font des confequences des premieres, et

qu'elles ne peuvent fubfifter quand les fundamentales font renverfees ; mais, commc
je I'ai dit, je me fuis trompe, il a fallu traitter chaque article dans fon entier. Par la

grace de Dieu, je n'ai pas perdu mon terns, et aujourdhui, fi meme il conferve quelques

reftes de fes pernicieufes erreurs, j'ofe dire qu'il n'eft plus membre de I'eglife Romaine •

voici dans ou nous en fommes.

J'ai renverfe I'infallibilite de I'eglife
; j'ai prouve que jamais St. Pierre n'a ete chef

des apotres : que quand il I'auroit ete, le pape n'eft point fon fuccefleur; qu'il eft dou-

teufe que St. Pierre a jamais ete a Rome, mais fuppofe qu'il y ait ete, il n'a pas ete

eveque de cette ville : que la tranfubftantiation eft un invention humaine, et peu
aneienne dans I'eglife ; que I'adoration de I'Eucharifte et le retranchcmcnt de la coupe
font contraires a la parole de Dieu : qu'il y a des faints, mais que nous ne favons pas
que ils font, et par confequent qu'on ne peut pas le prier ; que le refpeft et le culte

qu'on rend aux reliques eft condamnable ; qu'il n'y a' point de purgatoire, et que la

doctrine des indulgences eft faulTe : que la Careme et les jeunes du Vendredi et du Sa-

ruedi font ridicules aujourdhui, et de la maniere que I'eglife Romaine lesprefcrit: que
les imputations que Teglife de Rome nous fait de varier dans notre doflrine, et d'avoir

pour reformateurs des perfonnes dont la conduite et les mosurs ont ete en fcandale, font

entierement faufies.

Vous comprenez bien, Monfieur, que ces articles font d'un longue difcuflion, qu'il

a fallu du tems a Monfieur votre fils pour rnediter mes ralfons et pour y cherchcr des

reponfes. Je lui al dcm.inde plufieurs fois, fi mes preuves et mes raifons lui paroif-

I 2 foient
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Such, from my arrival at Laufanne, during the firft: eighteen or

twenty months (July 1753—March 1755), were my ufeful ftudies,

the foundation of all my future improvements. But every man who

rifes above the common level has received two educations : the firft

from his teachers ; the fecond, more perfonal and important, from

himfelf. He will not, like the fanatics of the laft age, define the

moment of grace ; but he cannot forget the sera of his life, in which

his mind has expanded to its proper form and dimehfions. My
worthy tutor had the good fenfe and modefty to difcern how far he

could be ufeful : as foon as he felt that I advanced beyond his fpeed

and meafure, he wifely left me to my genius ; and the hours of leffou

foient convainquantes ; il m'a toujours aflure qu'oui, de fa^on que j'ofe aflurer, aufTi

comme je le lui a dit a lui meme, il y a peu de tems qu'il n'etoit plus catholique Re-

main. Je me flatte, qu'apies avoir obtenu la vidtoire fur ces articles, je I'aurai fur le refte

avec le fecours de Dieu. Tellement que je compte de vous marquer dans peu que cette-

ouvrage eft fiai, je dois vous dire encore, que quoique j'ai trouve M' votre fils tres

ferme dans fes idees, je I'ai trouve raifonnable, qu'il s'eft rendu a la lumiere, et qu'il n'eft

pas, ce qu'on appelie, chicaneur. Par raport a I'article du jeune le Vendredi et Sa-

medi, long tems apres que je vous eus ecrit qu'il n'avoit jamais marque qu'il voulut I'ob-

ferver, environ le commencement du mois de Mars je m'aper9us un Vendredi qu'il ne

mangeoit point de viande ; je lui parlai en particulier pour en favoir la raifon, craig-

nant que ce ne fut par indifpofition ; il me repondit qu'il I'avoit fait a deffein, et qu'il

avoit cru etre oblige de fe conformer a la pratique d'un eglife dont il etoit membre :

nous parlames quelques tems furce fujet ; il m'afiura qu'il n'invifageoit cela que comme
une pratique bonne a la verite, et qu'il devoit fuivre, quoiqu'il ne la crus pas fainte

en elle meme, ni d'inflltution divine. Je ne crus pis devoir iufifter pour lors, ni le

forcer a agir contre fes lumieres : j'ai traitte cette article qu'eft certainement un des

moins importans, des moins fondes ; et cependant il m'a fallu un tems confiderable

pour le detromper, et pour lui faire comprendre qu'il avoit tort de s'aflujjttir a la pra-

tique d'un Eglife qu'il ne reconnoiirolt plus pour infaillible
; que fi meme cette pra-

tique avoit eu quelque utilite dans fon inftitution, cependant elle n'en avoit aucune en

elle meme, puis qu'elle ne contribuoit en rien a la purete des mceurs ; qu'ainfi il n'y

avoit aucune raifon, ni dans I'inftitution de cette pratique, ni dans la pratique en elle

meme, que I'autorisat a s'y foumettre : qu'aujourdhui ce n'etoit qu'une affaire d'interet,

puis qu'avec de I'argent on cbtennoit des difpcnfes pour manger gras, &c, de manier

que je I'ai ramene a la liberte Chretienne avec beaucoup de peine et feulement depuis

quelques femaines. Je I'ai engage a vous ecrire, pour vous maiufefter les fentimens

ou il eft, et I'ctat de fa fante, et je crois qu'il I'a fait,

7 were
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were foon loft in the voluntary labour of the whole morning, and

fometimes of the whole day. The defire of prolonging my time,

gradually confirmed the falutary habit of early rifing ; to which I have

always adhered, with fome regard to feafons and fituations : but it is

happy for my eyes and my health, that my temperate ardour has

never been feduced to trefpafs on the hours of the night. During the

Lift three years of my refidence at Laufanne, I may aftlime the merit

of ferious and folid application ; but I am tempted to diftinguifli the

laft eight months of the year 1755, as the period of the moft extra-

ordinary diligence and rapid progrefs *. In my French and Latin

tranflations I adopted an excellent method, which, from my own fuc-

cefs, I would recommend to the imitation of ftudents. I chofe fome

clafTic writer, fuch as Cicero and Vertot, the moft approved for

purity and elegance of ftyle. I tranflated, for inftance, an epiftle of

Cicero into French ; and after throwing it afide, till the words and

phrafes were obliterated from my memory, I re-tranflated my French

into fuch Latin as I could find ; and then compared each fentence of

my imperfect verfion, with the eafe, the grace, the propriety of the

Roman orator. A fimilar experiment was made on feveral pages of

the Revolutions of Vertot ; I turned them into Latin, returned them

* Journal, December 1755.]—In finifliing this year, I muft remark how favour-

able it was to my ftudies. In the fpace of eight months, from the beginning of April,

I learnt the piinciples of drawing; made myfelf complete mafter of the French and

I^atin languages, with which I was very fupcrficially acquainted before, and wrote and

tranflated a great deal in both ; read Cicero's Epiftles ad Familiares, his Brutus, all his

Orations, his Dialogues de Amicitia, and De Seneftute ; Terence, twice ; and Pliny's

Epiftles. In French, Giannonc's Hiftory of Naples, and I'Abbe Bannier's Mythology,

and M. de Boehat's Memoirs fur la Suifle, and wrote a very ample relation of my tour.

I likewife began to ftudy Greek, and went through the Grammar. I begun to make

very large colleclions of what I read. But what I efteem moft of all, from the perufal

and meditation of De Croufaz's Logic, I not only underftood the principles of that

fcience, but formed my mind to a habit of thinking and reafoning I had no idea of

before.

after
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after a fufticient interval Into my own French, and again fcrut'inized

the refemblancc or difTimihtude of the copy and the original. By

degrees I was lefs afliamed, by degrees I was more fatisfied with my-

felf; and I perfevered in the pradtice of thefe double tranflations,

which filled feveral books, till I had acquired the knowledge of both

idioms, and the command at leaft of a corred: ftyle. This ufeful

exercife of writing was accompanied and fucceeded by the more

pleafing occupation of reading the beft authors. The perufal of the

Roman claffics was at once my exercife and reward. Dr. Middle-

ton's Hiftory, which I then appreciated above its true value, natu-

rally direded me to the writings of Cicero. The moft perfed edi-

tions, that of Olivet, which may adorn the flielves of the rich, that of

Ernefti, which fliould lie on the table of the learned, were not in my

power. For the familiar epiftles I ufed the text and Englifh comment-

ary of Biflaop Rofs : but my general edition was that of Verburgius,

publiilied at Amfterdam in two large volumes in folio, with an in-

different choice of various notes. I read, with application and plea-

fure, all the epiftles, all the orations, and the moft important trea-

tifes of rhetoric and philofophy ; and as I read, I applauded the ob-

fervation of Quintillian, that every ftudent may judge of his own

proficiency, by the fatisfadion which he receives from the Roman

orator. I tafted the beauties of language, I breathed the fpirit of

freedom, and I imbibed from his precepts and examples the public

and private fenfe of a man. Cicero in Latin, and Xenophon in

Greek, are indeed the two ancients whom I would firft propofe to a

liberal fcholar ; not only for the merit of their ftyle and fentiments,

but for the admirable leflbns, which may be applied almoft to every

fituation of public and private life. Cicero's Epiftles may in parti-

cular afford the models of every form of correfpondence, from the

carelefs effufions of tendernefs and friendfhip, to the well-guarded

declaration of difcreet and dignified refentment. After finifhing this

great
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great author, a library of eloquence and rcafon, I formed a more

extenfive plan of reviewing the Latin claffics *, under the four divi-

iions of, I. hiftorians, 2. poets, 3. orators, and 4. philofophers, in

a chronological feries, from the days of Plautus and Salluft, to the

decline of the language and empire of Rome : and this plan, in the

laft twenty-feven months of my refidence at Laufanne (January

1756—April 1758), I nearly accompliflied. Nor was this review,

however rapid, either hafty or fuperficial. I indulged myfelf in a

fecond and even a third perufal of Terence, Virgil, Horace, Tacitus,

&c. and ftudied to imbibe the fenfe and fpirit mod congenial to my
own. I never fuffered a difficult or corrupt paflage to efcape, till I

had viewed it in every light of which it was fufceptible : though often

difappointed, I always confulted the moil learned or ingenious com-

mentators, Torrentius and Dacier on Horace, Catrou and Servius on

Virgil, Lipfms on Tacitus, Meziriac on Ovid, &c.; and in the ardour

of my inquiries, I embraced a large circle of hiftorical and critical

erudition. My abftracts of each book were made in the French

language : my obfervations often branched into particular eflays ; and

I can ftill read, without contempt, a diflertation of eight folio pages

on eight lines (287—294) of the fourth Georgia of Virgil. Mr.

Deyverdun, my friend, whofe name will be frequently repeated,

had joined with equal zeal, though not with equal perfeverance, in

the fame undertaking. To him every thought, every compofition,

was inftantly communicated ; vv'ith him I enjoyed the benefits of a

free converfation on the topics of our common ftudies.

But it is fcarcely poffible for a mind endowed with any adtive cu-

riofity to be long converfant with the Latin claffics, without afpiring

* Journal, January 1756.]—I determined to read over the Latin autliors in or-

der ; and read this year, Virgil, Sallult, Livy, Vclleius Paterculus, Valerius Maximus,
Tacitus, Suetonius, Quintus Curtius, Juftin, Florus, Plautus, Terence, and Lucretius.

J alio read and meditated Locke upon the Uiiderftandjng,

2 to
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to know the Greek originals, whom they celebrate as their mafters,

and of whom they fo warmly recommend the ftudy and imitation

;

Vos exemplaria Graeca

Nodurna verfate manu, verfate diurna.

It was now that I regretted the early years which had been

wafted in ficknefs or idlenefs, or mere idle reading ; that I con-

demned the perverfe method of our fchoolmafters, who, by firft

teaching the mother-language, might defcend with fo much eafe and

perfpicuity to the origin and etymology of a derivative idiom. In

the nineteenth year of my age I determined to fupply this defe£t

;

and the lefTons of Pavilliard again contributed to fmooth the entrance

of the way, the Greek alphabet, the grammar, and the pronunci-

ation according to the French accent. At my earneft requeft we

prefumed to open the Iliad ; and I had the pleafure of beholding,

though darkly and through a glafs, the true image of Homer, whom
I had long fmce admired in an Englifli drefs. After my tutor had left

me to myfelf, I worked my way through about half the Iliad, and af-

terwards interpreted alone a large portion of Xenophon and Hero-

dotus. But my ardour, deftitute of aid and emulation, was gra-

dually cooled, and, from the barren tafic of fearching words in a

lexicon, I withdrew to the free and familiar converfation of Virgil

and Tacitus. Yet in my refidence at Laufanne I had laid a folid

foundation, which enabled me, in a more propitious feafon, to pro-

fecute the ftudy of Grecian literature.

From a blind idea of the ufefulnefs of fuch abftradl fcience, my
father had been defirous, and even preffing, that I fliould devote

fome time to the mathematics * ; nor could I refufe to comply with

fo

* ExtraSl of a Letterfrom M. Pavilliard to Edward Gibbon efq.

Monfieur, January 12th, 1757;

Vous avez fouhaitte que Monfieur votre fils s'appliquat a I'algebre -, le gout iqu'il

a pour les belles lettres lui faifoit apprehendre que I'algebre ne nuiffit a fes etudes

favorites;
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fo reafonable a wifii. During two winters T attended the private

lectures of Monfieur de Traytorrens, who explained the elements of

algebra and geometry, as far as the conic fc£tions of the Marquis de

I'Hopltal, and appeared fatisfied with my diligence and improve-

ment *. But as my childilli propenfity for numbers and calculations

vv^as

favorites
;

je lui ai perfuade qu'il ne fe faifoit pas une jufte idee de cette partie des ma-

theniatiques ; I'obeiflance qu'il vous doit, jointe a tnes raifons, Tont determine a era

faire un cours. Je ne croiois pas qu'avec cette repugnance il y fit de grand progres

:

je me fuis trompe : il fait bien tout ce qu'il fait; il ell exa£l a fes le90ns, il s'appliqiie

a lire avant fa le(jon, et il repafle avec foin, de maniere qu'il avauce beaucoup, et plus

que je ne me ferois attendu : il ell charme d'avoir commence, et je penfe qu'il fera un

petit cours de geometrie, ce que en tout ne lui prendra que fept a huit mois. Pendant

qu'il fait fes le9ons, il ne s'eft point relache fur fes autres etudes ; il avance beaucoup

dans le Grec, et il a prefque lu la moiete de I'lliade d'Homere ; je lui fait regulierement

des lemons fur cet auteur : il a auffi fini les Hiftoriens Latins ; il en eft a prefent aux

Poetes ; et il a lu entierement Plaute et Terence, et bientot il aura fini Lucrece. Au
refte, il ne lit pas ces auteurs a la legere, il veut s'eclaircir fur tout; de fa9on, qu'avec le

genie qu'il a, I'excellente memoire et I'application, il ira loin dans les fciences.

J'ai eu I'honneur de vous dire ci-devant, que malgre fes etudes il voioit compagnie;

je puis vous le dire encore aujo.urdhui.

From the Same to the Same.

Monfieur, Jan. 14th, 1758.

J'ai eu I'honneur de vous ecrire le 27 Jullkt et le 26 S*"^' pafies, et je vous ai rendu

compte de la fante, des etudes, et de la conduite de Monfieur votre fils. Je n'ai rien

a ajouter a tout ce que je vous en ai dit : il fe porte parfaitement bien par la grace dc

Dieu : il continue a etudier avec application, et je puis vous alTurcr qu'il fait de progres

confiderable dans les etudes, et il fe fait extremement eftimer par tons ceux qui le con-

noifient, et j'efpere que quand il vous montrcra en detail ce qu'il fait, vous en ferez tres

content. Les Belles Lettres que font fon etude favorite ne I'occupent pas entierement

;

il continue les mathematiques, et fon profefleur m'afl'ure qu'il n'a jamais vu perfonne

avancer autant que lui, ni avoir plus d'ardeur et d'application qu'il en a. Son genie

lieureux et penetrant eft feconde par un memoire de plus heureufe, tellement qu'il

n'oublie prefque rien de ce qu'il apprend. Je n'ai pas moins lieu d'etre content de fa

conduite ; quoiqu'il etude beaucoup, il voit cependant compagnie, mais il ne voit que des

perfonnes dont le commerce peut lui etre utile.

* Journal, January 1757.]—I began to ftudy algebra under M. de Traytorrens,

went through the elements of algebra and geometry, and the three firft books of

Vol- I. K the
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was totally extlniS, I was content to receive the paflive impreflion

of my Profeffor's lectures, without any adive exercife of my own
powers. As foon as I underftood the principles, I relinquifhed for ever

the purfuit of the mathematics ; nor can I lament that I defifted,

before my mind was hardened by the habit of rigid demonftration,

io deftrudlive of the finer feelings of moral evidence, which muft,

however, determine the adions and opinions of our lives. I liftened

with more pleafure to the proppfal of ftudying the law of nature and

nations, which was taught in the academy of Laufanne by Mr.

Vicat, a profeflbr of fome learning and reputation. But, inftead of

attending his public or private courfe, I preferred in my clofet the

leflbns of his mafters, and my own reafon. Without being difgufted

by Grotius or PufFendorf, I fludied in their writings the duties of a

man, the rights of a citizen, the theory of juftice (it is, alas ! a

theory), and the laws of peace and war, which have had fome influ-

ence on the practice of modern Europe. My fatigues were alleviated

by the good fenfe of their commentator Barbeyrac. Locke's Treatife

of Government inftrudted me in the knowledge of Whig principles,

which are rather founded in reafon than experience ; but my delight

was in the frequent perufal of Montefquieu, whofe energy of ftyle,

and boldnefs of hypothefis, were powerful to awaken and ftimulate

the genius of the age. The logic of De Croufaz had prepared me to

the Marquis de I'Hopital's Conic Se£lions. I alfo read Tibullus, Catullus, Propertius,

Horace (with Dacier's and Torrentius's notes), Virgil, Ovid's Epiftles, with Meziriac's

Commentary, the Ars Amandi, and the Elegies ; likewife the Auguftus and Tiberius

of Suetonius, and a Latin tranflation of Dion Caffius, from the death of Julius Cjefar

to the death of Auguftus. I alfo continued my correfpondence beguu iaft year with

M. Allemand of Bex, and the Profeflbr Breitinger of Zurich ; and opened a new one

with the Profeflbr Gefner of Gottingen.

N. B. Laft year and this, I read St. John's Gofpel, with part of Xenophon's Cy-

ropcedia ; the Iliad, and Herodotus : but, upon the whole, I rather negleded my
Greek.

engage
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engage with his mafter Locke, and his antagonift Bayle ; of whom

the former may be ufed as a bridle, and the latter applied as a fpur,

to the curiofity of a young philofopher. According to the nature of

their refpedive works, the fchools of argument and objedion, I care-

fully went through the Eifay on Human Underftanding, and occa-

fionally confulted the mod interefting articles of the Philofophic Dic-

tionary. In the infancy of my reafon I turned over, as an idle

amufement, the moft ferious and important treatife : in its maturity,

the moft trifling performance could exercife my tafte or judgment;

and more than once I have been led by a novel into a deep and in-

ftrudive train of thinking. But I cannot forbear to mention three

particular books, fmce they may have remotely contributed to form

the hiftorian of the Roman empire, i. From the Provincial Letters

of Pafcal, which almoft every year I have perufed with new pleafure,

I learned to manage the weapon of grave and temperate irony, even

on fubjedls of ecclefiaftical folemnity. 2. The Life of Julian, by

the Abbe de la Bleterie, firft introduced me to the man and the

times ; and I Ihould be glad to recover my firft eflay on the truth

of the miracle which flopped the rebuilding of the Temple of Jeru-

falem. 3. In Giannone's Civil Hiftory of Naples, I obferved with

a critical eye the progrefs and abufe of facerdotal power, and the

revolutions of Italy in the darker ages. This various reading,

which I now conduced with difcretion, was digefted, according to

the precept and model of Mr. Locke, into a large common-place

book ; a practice, however, which I do not ftrenuoufly recom-

mend. The action of the pen will doubtlcfs imprint an idea on

the mind as well as on the paper : but I much queftion whether

the benefits of this laborious method are adequate to the wafte

of time ; and I muft agree with Dr. Johnfon, (Idler, No. 74.)

*' that what is twice read, is commonly better remembered, than

" what is tranfcribed."

K 2 During
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During two years, if I forget fome boyifli excurfions of a day or a

week, I was fixed at Laufanne j but at the end of the third fum-

mer, my father confented that I fhould make the tour of Switzerland

with Pavilliard : and our fhort abfence of one month (Septem-

ber 2ift—Odtober 20th, 1755) was a reward and relaxation of my
afliduous ftudics j". The fafhion of climbing the mountains and

f From Edward Gibbon to Mrs. Porten.

• »#*##»•»»**»#*«*»•**»•#»*»**=»•«**»•*•** Now for myfelf.

As my father has given me leave to make a journey round Switzerland, we fet out

to-morrow. Buy a map of Switzerland, it will coft you but a fliilling, and follow me.

I go bylverdun, Neufchatel, Bienne or Biel, Soleurre or Solothurn, BaleorBafil, Bade,

Zurich, Lucerne, and Bern. The voyage will be of about four weeks ; fo that / hope to

find a letterfrom you luahing for me. As my father had given me leave to learn what

I had a mind, I have learned to ride, and learn actually to dance and draw. Bcfides

that, I often give ten or twelve hours a day to my ftudies. I find a great many agree-

able people here ; fee them fometimes, and can fay upon the whole, without vanity,

that though I am the Englifhman here who fpends the leaft money, I am he who is

the moft generally liked. I told you that my father had promifed to fend me into

France and Italy. I have thanked hirn for it ; but if he would follow my plan, he

won't do it yet a while. I never liked young travellers ; they go too raw to make

any great remarks, and they lofe a time which is (in my opinion) the moft precious

part of a man's life. My fcheme would be, to fpend this winter at Laufanne : for

though it is a very good place to acquire the air of good company and the French

tongue, we have no good profeffors. To fpend (I fay) the winter at Laufanne ; go

into England, to fee my friends a couple of months, and after that, finifti my ftudies,

cither at Cambridge (for after what has pafled one cannot think of Oxford), or at an

univerfity in Holland. If you liked the fcheme, could you not propofe it to my father by

Metcalf orfomebody who has a certain credit over him ? I forgot to afk you whether,

in cafe my father writes to tell me of his marriage, would you advife me to compliment

my mother-in-law ? I think fo. My health is fo very regular, that I have nothing to

fay about it.

I have been the whole day writing you this letter ; the preparations for our voyage

cave me a thoufand interruptions. Befides that, I was obliged to write in Englifli.

This laft reafon will feem a paradox, but.Iaflure you the French is much more fa-

miliar to me. I am, &c,

T E. GlBBONv
Lausanne, >- 00 av

Sept. 20, 1255.

revievv'ing
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reviewing the Glacicrsy had not yet been introduced by foreign tra-

vellers, who feek the fublime beauties of nature. But the political

face of the country is not Icfs diverfified by the forms and fpirit of

fo many various republics, from the jealous government of xhcfiw
to the licentious freedom of the many. I contemplated with plea-

fure the new profpe£ts of men and manners ; though my converfa-

tion with the natives w^ould have been more free and inftrudive, had

I poflefled the German, as well as the French language. We pafled

through moll of the principal towns of Switzerland ; Neufchatel,

Bienne, Soleurre, Aran, Baden, Zurich, Bafil, and Bern. In

every place we vifited the churches, arfenals, libraries, and all the

moft eminent perfons ; and after my return, I digefted my notes in

fourteen or fifteen fheets of a French journal, which I difpatched to

my father, as a proof that my time and his money had not been

mif-fpent. Had I found this journal among his papers, I might be

tempted to feledt fome paflfages ; but I will not tranfcribe the printed

accounts, and it may be fufficient to notice a remarkable fpot, which

left a deep and lafling impreffion on my memory. From Zurich

we proceeded to the Benedidline Abbey of Einfidlen, more com-

monly ftyled Our Lady of the Hermits. I was afloniflied by the

profufe oftentation of riches in the pooreft corner of Europe ; amidll

a favage fcene of woods and mountains, a palace appears to have

been ereded by magic ; and it was erected by the potent magic of

religion. A crowd of palmers and votaries was proftrate before the

altar. The title and worfhip of the Mother of God provoked my
Indignation ; and the lively naked image of fuperftition fuggefted

to me, as in the flime place it had done to. Zulnglius, the moft

prefling argument for the reformation of the church. About two

years after this tour, I pafl'ed at Geneva a ufeful and agreeable

month ; but this excurfion, and fome fhort vifits in the Pais de

Vaud, did not materially interrupt my ftudious and fedentary life at

Laufanne.
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My tliirft of improvement, and the languid ftatc of fclence at

Laufanne, loon prompted me to folicit a literary correfpondence

with feveral men of learning, whom I had not an opportunity of

perfonally confulting. i. In the perufal of Livy, (xxx. 44.) I had

been flopped by a fentence in a fpeech of Hannibal, which cannot be

reconciled by any torture with his charader or argument. The

commentators diflemble, or confefs their perplexity. It occurred to

me, that the change of a fmgle letter, by fubftituting otto inftead of

odio^ might reftore a clear and confiftent fenfe ;
but I wiflied to

weigh my emendation in fcales lefs partial than my own. I ad-

drefled myfelf to M. Crevier *, the fucceflbr of RoUin, and a pro-

feffbr in the univerfity of Paris, who had publifhed a large and va-

luable edition of Livy. His anfwer was fpeedy and polite ; he

praifed my ingenuity, and adopted my conjedure. 2. I main-

tained a Latin correfpondence, at flrft anonymous, and afterwards

in my own name, with Profeflbr Breitinger f of Zurich, the learned

editor of a Septuagint Bible. In our frequent letters we difcufled

many queftions of antiquity, many paflages of the Latin claflics.

I propofed my interpretations and amendments. His cenfures, for

he did not fpare my boldnefs of conjedure, were fliarp and ftrong

;

and I was encouraged by the confcioufnefs of my ftrength, when

I could ftand in free debate againft a critic of fuch eminence

and erudition. 3. I correfponded on fimilar topics with the cele-

brated Profeflbr Matthew Gefner J, of the univerfity of Gottingen
;

and he accepted, as courteoufly as the two former, the invitation of

an unknown youth. But his abilities might poflibly be decayed ; his

elaborate letters were feeble and prolix ; and when I aflced his proper

diredtion, the vain old man covered half a flieet of paper with the

foolifli enumeration of his titles and offices. 4. Thefe Profeflbrs of

Paris, Zurich, and Gottingen, were flrangers, whom I prefumed to

* See Appendix, Letters, N-^ I. f Ditto, N" IV. and V.

\ Ditto, N" VI. VII. and VIIL

addrefs
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addrefs on the credit of their name ; but Mr. Allamand *, Minifter

at Bex, was my perfonal friend, with whom I maintained a more

free and interefting correfpondence. He was a mafter of language,

of fcience, and, above all, of difpute ; and his acute and flexible

logic could fupport, with equal addrefs, and perhaps with equal in-

difference, the adverfe fides of every poflible queftion. His fpirit

was adive, but his pen had been indolent. Mr. Allamand had ex-

pofed himfelf to much fcandal and reproach, by an anonymous letter

(1745) to the Proteftants of France; in which he labours to per-

fuade them that public worfliip is the exclufive right and duty of the

ftate, and that their numerous aflemblies of diflenters and rebels were

not authorifed by the law or the gofpel. His ftyle is animated, his

arguments fpecious ; and if the papift may feem to lurk under the

mafk of a proteftant, the philofopher is concealed under the difguife

of a papift. After fome trials in France and Holland, which were

defeated by his fortune or his charadler, a genius that might have

enlightened or deluded the world, was buried in a country living,

unknown to fame, and difcontented with mankind. EJl facrificuhis

in pago, et rtijlicos decipit. As often as private or ecclefiaftical bufmefs

called him to Laufanne, I enjoyed the pleafure and benefit of his

converfation, and we were mutually flattered by our attention to

each other. Our correfpondence, in his abfence, chiefly turned

on Locke's metaphyfics, which he attacked, and I defended ; the

origin of ideas, the principles of evidence, and the do£lrine of

liberty

;

And found no end, in wandering mazes loft.

By fencing with fo fkilful a mafter, I acquired fome dexterity in the

ufe of my philofophic weapons ; but I was ftill the flave of edu-

cation and prejudice. He had fome meafures to keep ; and I much

* See Appendix, Letters, N" II. and III.

2 fufped
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fi.ifpe£t that he never fhewed me the true colours of his fecret

fcepticiftn.

Before I was recalled from Switzerland, I had the fatisfadion of

feeing the moft extraordinary man of the age ; a poet, an hiftorian,

a philofopher, who has filled thirty quartos, of profe and verfe, with

his various produdtlons, often excellent, and always entertaining.

Need I add the name of Voltaire ? After forfeiting, by his own

mifcondud, the friendfliip of the firft of kings, he retired, at the age

of fixty, with a plentiful fortune, to a free and beautiful country,

and refided two winters (1757 and 1758) in the town or neigh-

bourhood of Laufanne. My defire of beholding Voltaire, whom I

then rated above his real magnitude, was eafily gratified. He re-

ceived me with civility as an Englifh youth ; but I cannot boafl:

of any peculiar notice or diftindlon, Virgilium vid't tantum.

The ode which he compofed on his firft arrival on the banks of

the Leman Lake, Malfoti (TArijlippe ! yardin d^Epicure, iffc.

had been imparted as a fecret to the gentleman by whom I was in-

troduced. He allowed me to read it twice; I knew it by heart;

and as my difcretion was not equal to my memoiy, the author was

foon difpleafed by the circulation of a copy. In writing this trivial

anecdote, I wifhed to obferve whether my memory was impaired,

and I have the comfort of finding that every line of the poem is

ftill engraved in frefh and indelible charadlers. The higheft grati-

fication which 1 derived from Voltaire's refidence at Laufanne, was

the uncommon circumftance of hearing a great poet declaim his own
produdtlons on the ftage. He had formed a company of gentle-

men and ladies, fome of whom were not deftitute of talents. A
decent theatre was framed at Monrepos, a country-houfe at the end

of a fuburb ; dreffes and fcenes were provided at the expence of the

adors ; and the author direded the rehearfals with the zeal and at-

tention of paternal love. In two fucceffive winters his tragedies of

Zayre, Alzire, Zulime, and his fentimental comedy of the Enfant

Prodigue,
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Prodigue, were played at the theatre of Monrepos. Voltauc rc-

prefented the charatflers beft adapted to his years, Lufignan, Al-

varez, Benafliir, Euphemon. His declamation v^fas fafliioned to the

pomp and cadence of the old ftage ; and he expreffed the enthufiafm

of poetry, rather than the feelings of nature. My ardour, which

foon became confpicuous, feldom failed of procuring mc a ticket.

The habits of pleafure fortified my tafte for the French theatre, and

that tafte has perhaps abated my idolatry for the gigantic genius of

Shakefpeare, which is inculcated from our infancy as the firft duty

of an Englifliman. The wit and philofophy of Voltaire, his tabic

and theatre, refined, in a vifible degree, the manners of Laufanne

;

and, however addided to ftudy, I enjoyed my fliare of the amufe-

ments of fociety. After the reprefentation of Monrepos I fome-

times fuppcd with the a£lors. I was now familiar in fome, and ac-

quainted in many houfes ; and my evenings were generally devoted

to cards and converfation, either in private parties or numerous

affemblies.

I hefitate, from the apprehenfion of ridicule, when I approach

the delicate fubject of my early love. By this word I do not mean

the polite attention, the gallantry, without hope or defign, which

iias originated in the fpirit of chivalry, and is interwoven with

the texture of French manners. I underftand by this paftion the

union of defire, friendlliip, and tendernefs, which is inflamed by

a fingle female, which prefers her to the reft: of her fex, and which

feeks her pofteftion as the fupreme or the fole happinefs of our

being. I need not blufli at recolleding the objed: of my choice
;

and though my love was difappolnted of fuccefs, I am rather proud

that I was once capable of feeling fuch a pure and exalted fentiment.

The perfonal attradllons of Mademoifelle Sufan Curcliod were em-

belliftied by the virtues and talents of the mind. Her fortune was

humble, but her family v\^as refpedlable. Her mother, a native of

France, had preferred her religion to her country. The profeflion

VOL. I. L of
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of her father did not cxtinguiih the moderation and ph'ilofophy of

his temper, and he lived content with a fmall falary and laborious

duty. In the obfcure lot of mlnlfter of Crafly, In the mountains

that feparate the Pays de Vaud from the county of Burgundy *.

In the folitude of a fequeftered village he beflowed a liberal, and

even learned, education on his only daughter. She furpafl'ed his

hopes by her proficiency in the fciences and languages ; and in her

fhort vifits to fome relations at Laufanne, the wit, the beauty, and

erudition of Mademoifelle Curchod were the theme of univerfal ap-

plaufe. The report of fuch a prodigy awakened my curiofity ; I

faw and loved. I found her learned without pedantry, lively in

converfation, pure in fentiment, and elegant in manners ; and the

firft fudden emotion was fortified by the habits and knowledge of

a more familiar acquaintance. She permitted me to make her two

or three vifits at her father's houfe. I pafled fome happy days

there, in the mountains of Burgundy, and her parents honourably

encouraged the connedlion. In a calm retirement the gay vanity of

* ExtraBs from the Journal.

March 1757. I wrote fome critical obfervations upon Plautus.

March 8th. I wrote a long dhTertation on fome lines of Virgil.

June. I faw Mademoifelle Curchod

—

Omnia vindi amor, et nos cedamus

amori.

Auguft. I went to Crafly, and (laid two days.

Sept.. 15th. I went to Geneva.

0£l. 15th, I came back to Laufanne, having paffed through Crafly.

Nov. I ft. I went to vifit M. de Watteviile at Loin, and faw Mademoifelle

Curchod in my way throigh Rolle.

Nov. 17th. I went to CrafTy, and ftaid there fix day^.

Jan. 1758. \\\ the three firil months of this year I read Ovid's Metamorphofes,

finiflied the conic feftions with M. de Traytorrens, and went as far

as the infinite feries ; I likewife read Sir Ifaac Newton's Chronology,.

and wrote my critical obfervations upon it.

Jan. 23d. I faw Alzire afted by the fociety at Monrepos. Voltaire afted

Alvares^i D'Hermanches, Zamore ; de St. Cierge, Gufman j M.
de Gentil, Monteze; and Madame Denys, Alzire.

youth
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youth no longer fluttered in her bolbm ; flie liftened to the voice-

of truth and paflion, and I might prefume to hope that I had made

fome impreflion on a virtuous heart. At Crafly and Laufanne I in-

dulged my dream of fehcity : but on my return to England, I foon

difcovered that my father would not hear of this ftrange alliance,

and that without his confent I was myfelf dellitute and hclplefs.

After a painful ftruggle I yielded to my fate ; I fighcd as a lover, I

obeyed as a fon *
; my wound was infenfibly healed by time, ab-

fence, and the habits of a new life. My cure v^fAS accelerated by

a faithful report of the tranquillity and cheerfulnefs of the lady her-

felf, and my love fubfided in friendihip and efteem. The minifter of

Crafly foon afterwards died ; his fliipend died with him : his daur^hter

retired to Geneva, where, by teaching young ladies, flae earned a

hard fubfiflience for herfelf and her mother ; but in her lowefl:

diftrefs flie maintained a fpotlefs reputation, and a dignified behaviour.

A rich banker of Paris, a citizen of Geneva, had the good fortune

and good fenfe to difcover and poflefs this ineftimable ti-eafure ; and

in the capital of tafte and luxury flae refifl:ed the temptations of

wealth, as flae had fufl:ained the hardflaips of indigence. The ge-

nius of her huflaand has exalted him to the moft confpicuous ftation

in Europe. In every change of profperity and difgrace he has re-

clined on the bofom of a faithful friend ; and Mademoilelle Curchod

is now the wife of M. Necker, the minifter, and perhaps the leo-i-

flator, of the French monarchy.

Whatfoever have been the fruits of my education, they mufl: be

afcribed to the fortunate banifliment which placed me at Laufanne.

I have fometimes applied to my own fate the verfes of Pindar, which

remind an Olympic champion that his vidlory was the confequence

* See Oeuvres de Rouffeau, torn, xxxiii. p. 88, 89. odavo edition. As sn author

I (hall not appeal from the judgment, or tafle, or caprice of Jean Jaques : but tVat

extraordinary man, whom I admire and pity, fliould have been Icfs precipitate in cun-
demning the moral character and conduft of a ftranger.

L 2 of
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of his exile ; and that at home, like a domeftic fowl, his days might

have rolled away inadive or inglorious.

, . . r,TOi Ksci re.cc, xev,

'EvOOfA.a,^lX.i OCT OiXBKJUf,

Evyyovcd 7r«p' 'ecrjiK

Kvucrlxi a^spcre iruT^xg *. Olymp. xil.

If my childlfli revolt againfl the religion of my country had not

ftripped me in time of my academic gown, the live important years,

fo liberally improved in the ftudies and converfation of Laufanne,

would have been fteeped in port and prejudice among the monks of

Oxford. Had the fatigue of idlenefs compelled me to read, the

path of learning would not have been enlightened by a ray of phi-

lofophic freedom. I fhould have grown to manhood ignorant of

the life and language of Europe, and my knowledge of the world

would have been confined to an Englifh cloifter. But my religious

error fixed me at Laufanne, in a ftate of banifhment and difgrace.

The rigid courfe of difcipline and abftinence, to which I was con-

demned, invigorated the conftitution of my mind and body
;
poverty

and pride eftranged me from my countrymen. One mifchief, how-

ever, and in their eyes a ferious and irreparable mifchief, was de-

rived from the fuccefs of my Swifs education : I had ceafed to be an

Englifliman. At the flexible period of youth, from the age of fix-

teen to twenty-one, my opinions, habits, and fentiments were caft

* Thus, like the crefted bird of Mars, at home

Engag'd in foul domeftic jars,

And wafted with intefline wars,

Inglorious had'ft thou fpent thy vig'rous bloom

;

Had not fedition's civil broils

Expell'd thee from thy native Crete,

And driv'n thee with more glorious toils

Til' Olympic crown in Pifa% plain to meet. Wejfs Pindar.

in
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in a foreign mould ; tlie faint and diftant remembrance of Eng-

land was almoft obliterated ; my native language was grown lels

familiar; and I fhould have cheerfully accepted the offer of a

moderate independence on the terms of perpetual exile. By the

good fenfe and temper of Pavilliard my yoke was infenfibly light-

ened : he left me mafter of my time and acflions ; but he could

neither change my lituation, nor increafe my allowance, and with

the progrefs of my years and reafon I impatiently fighed for the

moment of my deliverance. At length, in the Spring of the year

one thoufand feven hundred and fifty-eight, my father fignified his

permiffion and his pleafure that I lliould immediately return home.

We were then in the midft of a war : the refentment of the French

at our taking their lliips without a declaration, had rendered that

polite nation fomewhat peevifh and difficult. They denied a pafTage

to Englifh travellers, and the road through Germany was circuitous,

toilfome, and perhaps in the neighbourhood of the armies, expofed

to fome danger. In this perplexity, two Swifs officers of my ac-

quaintance in the Dutch fervice, who were returning to their gar-

rilbns, offered to condud me through France as one of their com-

panions ; nor did we fufficiently ref^e£l that my borrowed name and

regimentals might have been confidered, in cafe of a difcovery, in a

very ferious light. I took my leave of Laufanne on the iith of

April 1758, with a mixture of joy and regret, in the firm refolu-

tion of revifiting, as a m.an, the perfons and places which had been

fo dear to my youth. We travelled flowly, but plealantly, in a

hired coach, over the hills of Franche-compte and the fertile pro-

vince of Lorraine, and palled, without accident or inquiry, through

feveral fortified towns of the French frontier : from thence we en-

tered the wild Ardennes of the Auftrian dutchy of Luxemburg

;

and after croffing the Meufe at Liege, we traverfed the heaths of

Brabant, and reached, on the fifteenth day, our Dutch garrifon of

Bois le Due. In our pafi"age through Nancy, my eye was gratified

by the afped of a regular and beautiful city, the work of Staniflaus,

who,.
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who, after the ftorms of Polifli royalty, repofed in the love and

gratitude of his new fubje£ts of Lorraine. In our halt at Maeftricht

I vilited Mr. de Beaufort, a learned critic, who was known to me by

his fpecious arguments againft the five firft centuries of the Roman

Hiftory. After dropping my regimental companions, I ftepped

afide to vifit Rotterdam and the Hague. I wiftied to have obfervcd

a country, the monument of freedom and induftry ; but my days

were numbered, and a longer delay would have been ungraceful. I

haftened to embark at the Brill, landed the next day at Harwich,

and proceeded to London, where my father awaited my arrival.

The whole term of my firft abfence from England was four years

ten months and fifteen days.

In the prayers of the church our perfonal concerns are judicioufly

reduced to the threefold diftin£lion of mind^ body, and ejlate. The

fentiments of the mind excite and exercife our focial fympathy.

The review of my moral and literary eharadter is the moft intereft-

ing to myfelf and to the public ; and I may expatiate, without re-

proach, on my private fludies ; fince they have produced the public

writings, v/hich can alone entitle me to the efteem and friendfhip of

my readers. The experience of the world inculcates a difcreet re-

ferve on the fubjedl of our perfon and eftate, and we foon learn

that a free difclofure of our riches or poverty would provoke the

malice of envy, or encourage the infolence of contempt.

The only perfon in England whom I was impatient to fee was

my aunt Porten, the affeftionate guardian of my tender years. I

haflened to her houfe in College-ftreet, Weftminfter ; and the even-

ing was fpent in the eftufions of joy and confidence. It was not

without fome awe and apprehenfion that I approached the prefence

of my father. My infancy, to fpeak the truth, had been negledled

at home ; the feverity of his look and language at our laft parting

ftill dwelt on my memory ; nor could I form any notion of his cha-

radter, or my probable reception. They were both more agreeable

than I could exped. -The domeftic difcipline of our anceftors has

been
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been relaxed by the philofophy and foftnefs of tlie age ; and if my
father remembered that he had trembled before a ftern parent, it was

only to adopt with his own fon an oppofite mode of behaviour.

He received ine as a man and a friend ; all conftraint was banilhed

at our firft interview, and we ever afterwards continued on the fame

terms of eafy and equal politenefs. He applauded the fuccefs of

my education ; every word and adliion was expreflive of the moft

cordial affeftion ; and our lives would have paffed without a cloud,

if his oeconomy had been equal to his fortune, or if his fortune had

been equal to his defires. During m.y abfence he had married his

lecond wife, Mifs Dorothea Patton, who was introduced to me with

the moft unfavourable prejudice. I confidered his fecond marriage

as an a£t of difpleafure, and I was difpofed to hate the rival of my
mother. But the injuftice was in my own fancy, and the imaginary

monfter was an amiable and deferving woman. I could not be mif-

taken in the firft view of her underftanding, her knowledge, and

the elegant fpirit of her converfation : her polite welcome, and her

afliduous care to ftiidy and gratify my wifhes, announced at leaft

that the furface would be fmooth ; and my fiiipicions of art and

falfehood were gradually difpelled by the full difcovery of her warm

and exquifite fenfibility. After fome referve on my fide, our minds

aflbciated in confidence and friendftiip ; and as Mrs. Gibbon had

neither children nor the hopes of children, we more eafily adopted

the tender names arid genuine charadlers of mother and of fon,.

By the indulgence of thefe parents, I was left at liberty to confult

my tafte or reafoii in the choice of place, of company, and of

amufernents ; and my excurfions were bounded only by the limits

of the iiland, and the meafure of my income. Some faint efforts

w^ere made to procure me the employment of fecretary to a foreign

embafly ; and I llftened to a fcheme v/hich would again have tranf-

ported me to the continent. Mrs. Gibbon, with feeming wifdom,

exhorted me to take chambers in the Teinple, and devote my leifure

to the ftudy of the law. I cannot repent of having neglefted her

advice
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advice. Fevr men, without the fpur of neceflity, have refolutlon

to force then- way through the thorns and thickets of that gloomy

labyrinth. Nature had not endowed me with the bold and ready

eloquence which makes itfelf heard amidft the tumult of the bar

;

and I fliould probably have been diverted from the labours of lite-

rature, without acquiring the fame or fortune of a fuccefsful pleader.

I had no need to call to my aid the regular duties of a pi-ofeffion

;

every day, every hour, was agreeably filled ; nor have I known,

like fo many of my countrymen, the tedloufnefs of an idle life.

Of the two years (May 1758—May 1760,) between my return

to England and the embodying of the Hamplhire militia, I palled

about nine months in London, and the remainder in the country.

The metropolis affords many amufements, which are open to" all.

It is itfelf an aftonilhing and perpetual Ipeftacle to the curious eye
;

and each tafte, each fenfe may be gratified by the variety of objeds

•which will occur in the long circuit of a morning walk. I affiduoufly

frequented the theatres at a very propitious xra of the fl:age, when

a conftellation of excellent adlors, both in tragedy and comedy, was

eclipfcd by the meridian brightnefs of Garrick in the maturity of

his judgment, and vigour of his performance. The plealures of a

town-life are within the reach of every man who is regardlefs of his

health, his money, and his company. By the contagion of ex-

ample I was fometimes feduced ; but the better habits, which I had

formed at Laufanne, induced me to feek a more elegant and rational

fociety; and if my fearch was lefs eafy and fuccefsful than I might

have hoped, I fliall at prefcnt impute the failure to the difadvantages

of my fituatlon and charafter. Had the rank and fortune of my

parents given them an annual eftablifhment in London, their own:

houfe would have introduced me to a numerous and polite circle of

acquaintance. But my father's tafle had always preferred the higheft

and the loweft company, for which he was equally qualified ; and after

a twelve years retirement, he was no longer in the memory of the

.great with whom he had allbciated. I found myfclf a ftranger in

7 the
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the midft of a vaft and unknown city; and at my entrance into life

I was reduced to fome dull family parties, and fome fcattered con-

nedions, which were not fuch as I fhould have chofen for myfelf.

The moft ufeful friends of my father were the Mallets : they re-

ceived me with civility and kindnefs at firfl on his account, and af-

terw^ards on my own ; and (if I may ufe Lord Chefterfield's words)

I was foon domejl'icated in their houfe. Mr. Mallet, a name among

the Englifh poets, is praifed by an unforgiving enemy, for the eafe

and elegance of his converfation, and his wife was not deftitute of

wit or learning. By his affiftance I was introduced to lady Hervey,

the mother of the prefent earl of Briftol. Her age and infirmities

confined her at home ; her dinners were feledl ; in the evening her

houfe was open to the heft company of both fexes and all nations
;

nor was I difpleafed at her preference and affedation of the manners,

the language, and the literature of France. But my progrefs in the

Englifh world was in general left to my own efforts, and thofe efforts

were languid and flow. I had not been endowed by art or nature

with thofe happy gifts of confidence and addrefs, which unlock

every door and every bofom ; nor would it be reafonable to com-

plain of the juft confequences of my fickly childhood, foreign edu-

cation, and referved temper. While coaches were rattling throuMi

Bond-ftreet, I have paffed many a folitary evening in my lodging

with my books. My (Indies were fometimes interrupted by a fi^-h,

which I breathed towards Laufanne ; and on the approach of Spring

I withdrew without reludance from the noify and extenfive fcene

of crowds without company, and difTipation without pleafure. In

each of the twenty-five years of my acquaintance with London

(1758— 1783) the profpedl gradually brightened; and this unfa-

vourable pidure mofl properly belongs to the firft period after my
return from Switzerland.

VOL. I. M My
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My father's refidencc in Hampfliire, where I have pafTed many

light, and fome heavy hours, was at Buriton, near Petersfield, one

mile from the Portfmouth road, and at the eafy diftance of fifty-

eight miles from London *. An old manfion, in a ftate of decay,

had been converted into the fafhion and convenience of a modern

houfe : and if ftrangers had nothing to fee, the inhabitants had little

to defire. The fpot was not happily chofen, at the end of the vil-

lage and the bottom of the hill : but the afped of the adjacent

grounds was various and cheerful ; the downs commanded a noble

profped, and the long hanging woods in fight of the houfe could

not perhaps have been improved by art or expence. My father

kept in his own hands the whole of the eftate, and even rented

fome additional land ; and whatfoever might be the balance of profit

and lofs, the farm fupplied him with amufement and plenty. The

produce maintained a number of men and horfes, which were mul-

tiplied by the intermixture of domeftic and rural fervants ; and in

the intervals of labour the favourite team, a handfome fet of bays

or greys, was harnefled to the coach. The ceconomy of the houfe

was regulated by the tafte and prudence of Mrs. Gibbon. She

prided herfelf in the elegance of her -occafional dinners ; and from

the vmcleanly avarice of Madame Pavilliard, I was fuddenly tranf-

ported to the daily neatnefs and luxury of an Englifh table. Our

immediate neighbourhood was rare and ruftic ; but from the verge of

our hills, as far as Chichefter and Goodwood, the weftern diftridt of

Suflex was interfperfed with noble feats and hofpitable families, with

whom we cultivated a friendly, and might have enjoyed a very fre-

quent, intercourfe. As my flay at Buriton was always voluntary, I

was received and difmifled with fmiles; but the comforts of my retire-

ment did not depend on the ordinary pleafures of the country. My

* The eflate and manor of Beriton, otherwife BarltOHj were confiderable, and

were fold a few years ago to Lord Stawell. S.
' 2 father
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father could never infpire me with his love and knowledge of farm-

ing. I never handled a gun, I feldom mounted an horfe ; and

my philofophic walks were foon terminated by a fliady bench, where

I was long detained by the fedentary amufement of reading or me-

ditation. At home I occupied a pleafant and fpacious apartment

;

the library on the fame floor was foon confidered as my peculiar do-

main ; and I might fay with truth, that I was never lefs alone than

when by myfelf. My fole complaint, which I pioufly fupprefled,

arofe from the kind reftraint impofed on the freedom of my time.

By the habit of early rifmg I always fecured a facred portion of the

day, and many fcattered moments were ftolen and employed by my
ftudious induftry. But the family hours of breakfaft, of dinner,

of tea, and of fupper, were regular and long : after breakfaft Mrs.

Gibbon expe£ted my company in her drefling-room ; after tea my
father claimed my converfation and the perufal of the newfpapers

;

and in the midft of an interefting work I was often called down to

receive the vifit of fome idle neighbours. Their dinners and vifits

required. In due feafon, a fimilar return ; and I dreaded the period

of the full moon, which was ufually referved for our more diftant

excurfions. I could not refufe attending my father, in the fummer

of 1759, to the races at Stockbridge, Reading, and Odiam, where

he had entered a horfe for the hunter's plate j and I was not

difpleafed with the fight of our Olympic games, the beauty of

the fpot, the fleetnefs of the horfes, and the gay tumult of the

numerous fpedators. As foon as the militia bufmefs was agi-

tated, many days were tedioufly conlumed in meetings of deputy-

lieutenants at Petersfield, Alton, and Winchefter. In the clofe of

the fame year, 1759, Sir Simeon (then Mr.) Stewart attempted

an unfuccefsful conteft for the county of Southamptoh, againft

Mr. Legge, Chancellor of the Exchequer : a well-known conteft,

in which Lord Bute's influence was firft exerted and cenfured.

Our canvas at Portfmouth and Gofport lafted feveral days; but

M 2 the



84 MEMOIRS OF

the interruption of my fludies was compenfated In fome degree by

the fpedtacle of Englifh manners, and the acquifition of fome prac-

tical knowledge.

If in a more domeftic or more dlflipated fcene my application was

fomewhat relaxed, the love of knowledge was inflamed and gratified

by the command of books ; and I compared the poverty of Laufanne

with the plenty of London. My father's ftudy at Buriton was

ftuffed with much trafh of the laft age, with much high church

divinity and politics, which have long fmce gone to their proper

place : yet it contained fome valuable editions of the clafhcs and the

fathers, the choice, as it fliould feem, of Mr. Law ; and many

Englifli publications of the times had been occafionally added.

From this flender beginning I have gradually formed a numerous

and feledt library, the foundation of my works, and the beft com-

fort of my life, both at home and abroad. On the receipt of the

jBrft quarter, a large fhare of my allowance was appropriated to my

literary wants. I cannot forget the joy with which I exchanged

a bank-note of twenty pounds for the twenty volumes of the Me-

moirs of the Academy of Infcriptions ; nor would it have been eafy,

by any other expenditure of the fame fum, to have procured fo large

and lafting a fund of rational amufement. At a time when I moft

affiduoufly frequented this fchool of antient literature, I thus ex-

preflTed my opinion of a learned and various coUedion, which fmce

the year 1759 has been doubled in magnitude, though not in merit

—

" Une de ces focietes, qui ont mieux immortalife Louis XIV. qu'un

" ambition fouvent pernicieufe aux hommes, commen9oit deja ces

" recherches qui reuniffent la juftefle de I'efprit, I'amenete & I'eru-

" dition : ou Ton voit tant des decouvertes, et quelquefois, ce qui

" ne cede qu'a peine aux decouvertes, une ignorance modefte et

" favante" The review of my library muft be referved for the

period of its maturity ; but in this place I may allow myfelf to ob-

ferve, that I am not confcious of having ever bought a book from a

motive



MY LIFE AND WRITINGS. 85

motive of oftentation, that every volume, before it was depofited on

the fhelf, was either read or fufficiently examined, and that I foon

adopted the tolerating maxim of the elder Pliny, " nullum efle

" librum tam malum ut non ex aliqua parte prodeflet." I could not

yet find leifure or courage to renew the purfuit of the Greek lan-

guage, excepting by reading the leffbns of the Old and New Teftament

every Sunday, when I attended the family to church. The feries of

my Latin authors was lefs flrenuoufly completed ; but the acquifi-

tion, by inheritance or purchafe, of the beft editions of Cicero,

Quintilian, Livy, Tacitus, Ovid, &c. afforded a fair profpedl, which

I feldom negleded. I perfevered in the ufeful method of abftracfVs

and obfervations ; and a fmgle example may fuffice, of a note which

had almofl fwelled into a work. The folution of a paffage of Livy

(xxxviii. 38.) involved me in the dry and dark treatifes of Greaves,

Arbuthnot, Hooper, Bernard, Elfenfchmidt, Gronovlus, La Barre,

Freret, &c.; and in my French effay (chap. 20.) I ridiculoufly fend

the reader to my own manufcript remarks on the weights, coins, and

meafures of the ancients, which were abruptly terminated by the

militia drum.

As I am now entering on a more ample field of fociety and

ftudy, I can only hope to avoid a vain and prolix garrulity, by over-

looking the vulgar crowd of my acquaintance, and confining myfelf

to fuch intimate friends among books and men, as are beft entitled to

my notice by their own merit and reputation, or by the deep im-

preflion which they have left on my mind. Yet I will embrace this

occafion of recommending to the young ftudent a pradice, which

about this time I myfelf adopted. After glancing my eye "over the

defign and order of a new book, I fufpended the perufal till I had

finifhed the taflc of felf-examination, till I had revolved, in a folitary

walk, all that I knew or believed, or had thought on the fubjedt

of the whole work, or of fome particular chapter : I was then quali-

fied to difcern how much the author added to my original ftock ; and

I w^as
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1 was fometimes fatlsfied by the agreement; I was fometlmes armed

by the oppofition, of our ideas. The favourite companions of my

leifure were our Englifh writers fmce the Revohition : they breathe

the fpirit of reafon and Uberty ; and they moft feafonably contributed

to reftore the purity of my own language, which had been corrupted

by the long ufe of a foreign idiom. By the judicious advice of Mr.

Mallet, I was directed to the writings of Swift and Addifon ; wit and

fimplicity are their common attributes : but the ftyle of Swift is fup-

ported by manly original vigour ; that of Addifon is adorned by the

female graces of elegance and mildnefs. The old reproach, that no

Britiih altars had been raifed to the mufe of hiftory, was recently dif-

proved by the firft performances of Robertfon and Hume, the hif-

tories of Scotland and of the Stuarts. I will affume the prefumption

of faying, that I was not unworthy to read them : nor will I difguife

my different feelings in the repeated perufals. The perfect compofi-

tion, the nervous language, the well-turned periods of Dr. Robert-

fon, inflamed me to the ambitious hope that I might one day tread

in his footfteps : the calm philofophy, the carelefs inimitable beauties

of his friend and rival, often forced me to clofe the volume with a

mixed fenfation of delight and defpair.

The defign of my firft work, the EfTay on the Study of Literature,

was fuggefted by a refinement of vanity, the defire of juftifying and

praifing the objedt of a favourite purfuit. In France, to which my

ideas were confined, the learning and language of Greece and Rome

were negle£led by a philofophic age. The guardian of thofe ftudies,

the Academy of Infcriptions, was degraded to the loweft rank among

the three royal focieties of Paris : the new appellation of Erudits

was contemptuoufly applied to the fucceflbrs of Lipfius and Cafau-

bon ; and I was provoked to hear (fee M. d'Aiembert Difcours pre-

liminaire a I'Encyclopedie) that the exercife of the memory, their

fole merit, had been fuperfeded by the nobler faculties of the imagi-

nation and the judgment. I was ambitious of proving by my own

example.
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example, as well as by my precepts, that all the faculties of the mind

may be exerclfed and difplayed by the ftudy of ancient literature : I

began to fele£t and adorn the various proofs and illuftrations which

had offered themfelves in reading the clafTics ; and the firft pages or

chapters of my eflay were compofed before my departure from

Laufanne. The hurry of the journey, and of the fn-ft weeks of my
Engli{h life, fufpended all thoughts of ferious application : but my
object was ever before my eyes ; and no more than ten days, from

the firft to the eleventh of July, were fuifered to elapfe after my
fummer eftablifliment at Buriton. My effay was finiflied In about

fix weeks ; and as foon as a fair copy had been tranfcribed by one of

the French prifoners at Petersfield, I looked round for a critic and

judge of my firft performance. A writer can feldom be content with

the doubtful recompence of folitary approbation ; but a youth igno-

rant of the world, and of himfelf, muft defire to weigh his talents in

fome fcales lefs partial than his own : my condu£l was natural, my
motive laudable, my choice of Dr. Maty judicious and fortunate.

By defcent and education Dr. Maty, though born in Holland, might

be confidered as a Frenchman ; but he was fixed in London by the

pra£tice of phyfic, and an office in the Britifh Mufeum. His repu-

tation was juftly founded on the eighteen voluntes of the Journal

Brttanniqiie, which he had fupported, almoft alone, with perfeverance

and fuccefs. This humble though ufeful labour, which had once

been dignified by the genius of Bayle and the learning of Le Clerc,

was not difgraced by the tafte, the knowledge, and the judgment of

Maty ; he exiilbits a candid and pleafing view of the ftate of litera-

ture in England during a period of fix years (January 1750—De-

cember 1755) ; and, far different from his angry fon, he handles the

rod of critlclfm with the tendernefs and reludance of a parent. The
author of the Jpiimal Britarm'iqiie fometlmes afpires to the character

of a poet and phllofopher : his ftyle is pure' and elegant ; and in his

virtues, or even in his defeats, he may be ranked as one of the laft

difciples
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difciples of the fchool of Fontenelle. His anfwer to my firfl: letter

was prompt and polite : after a careful examination he returned my
manufcript, with fome animadverfion and much applaufe ; and when

1 vifited London in the enfuing winter, w^e difcuiTed the defign and

execution in feveral free and familiar converfations. In a fhort ex-

curfion to Buriton I reviewed my effay, according to his friendly ad-

vice ; and after fuppreffing a third, adding a third, and altering a

third, I confummated my firft labour by a fhort preface, which is

dated February 3d, 1759. Yet I ftill Ihrunk from the prefs with

the terrors of virgin modefty : the manufcript was fafely depoGted in

my defk ; and as my attention was engaged by new objed:s, the

delay might have been prolonged till I had fulfilled the precept of

Horace, " nonumque prematur in annum." Father Sirmond, a

learned jefuit, was ftill more rigid, fmce he advifed a young friend

to expedl the mature age of fifty, before he gave himfelf or his writ-

ings to the public (Olivet Hiftoire de 1'Academic Franfoife, tom. ii.

p. 1 43.)' The counfel was fingular ; but it is ftill more fingular that

it fliould have been approved by the example of the author. Sir-

mond was himfelf fifty-five years of age when he publifhed (in 1614)

his firft work, an edition of Sidonius Apollinaris, with many valu-

able annotations : (fee his life, before the great edition of his works

in five volumes folio, Paris, 1696, e Typographia Regia).

Two years elapfed in filence : but in the fpring of 176 1 I yielded

to the authority of a parent, and complied, like a pious fon, with

the wifti of my own heart *. My private refolves were influenced

by

* Journal, March 8th, nS^O—I began my Effai fur I'Etude de la Litterature, and

wrote the 23 firft chapters (excepting the following ones, 11, 12, 13. 18, 19, 20, 21,

22.) before I left Switzerland.

July iith. I again took in hand my Effay ; and in about fix weeks finifhed it,

from C. 23— 55. (excepting 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33. and note to C. 38.) befides a

number of chapters from C. 55. to the end, which are now ftruck out.

Feb. iith, 1759. I wrote the chapters of my Effay, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31. the note to

C. 38. aad the firft part of the preface.

April 23d,
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by the ftate of Europe. About this time the belligerent powers had

made and accepted overtures of peace ; our Englilh plenipotentiaries

were named to affifl at the Congrefs of Augfbourg, which never met

:

I wifhed to attend them as a gentleman or a fecretary ; and my father

fondly believed that the proof of fome literary talents might introduce

me to public notice, and fecond the recommendations of my friends.

After a laft revifal I confulted with Mr. Mallet and Dr. Maty, who

approved the defign and promoted the execution. Mr. Mallet, after

hearing me read my manufcript, received it from my hands, and de-

livered it into thofe of Becket, with whom he made an agreement in

my name ; an eafy agreement : I required only a certain number of

copies ; and, without transferring my property, I devolved on the

bookfeller the charges and profits of the edition. Dr. Maty under-

took, in my abfence, to corredt the fheets : he inferted, without my
knowledge, an elegant and flattering epiftle to the author ; which is

compofed, however, with fo much art, that, in cafe of a defeat, his

favourable report might have been afcribed to the indulgence of a

friend for the ralh attempt of a young Englijlj gentleman. The

work was printed and publifhed, under the title of Eflai fur I'Etude

de la Litterature, a Londres, chez T. Becket et P. A. de Honit, 1761,

in a fmall volume in duodecimo : my dedication to my father, a

April 23d, 1761. Being at length, by my father's advice, determined to publiflv

my Eflay, I revifed It witli great care, made many alterations, (Iruck out a confider-

able part, and wrote the chapters from 57—78, which I was obliged myfelf to copy

out fair.

Jvme loth, 1761. Finding th.e printing of my book proceeded but (lowly, I went

up to town, where I found the wliole was finiflied. I gave Becket orders for the

prefents : 20 for Laufanne ; copies for the Duke of Richmond, Marquis of Carnarvon,

Lords Waldegrave, Litchfield, Bath, Granville, Bute, Shelbourn, Chefterfield, Hard-

M'icke, Lady.Hcrvey, Sir Jofeph Yorke, Sir Matthew Featherftone, M. M. Mallet,

Maty, Scott, Wray, Lord Egremont, M. de Bufly, Mademoifelle la Duchefle d'Aguil-

lon, and M. le Comte de Cavlus :—great part of thefe were only mv father's or

jSIallet's acquaintniice.

VOL. I. N
. proper
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proper and pious addrefs, was compofed the twenty-eighth of May.

Dr. Maty's letter is dated the i6th of June ; and I received the firft

copy (June 23d) at Alresford, two days before I marched with the

Hampfliire militia. Some weeks afterwards, on the fame ground, I

prefehted my book to the late Duke of York, who breakfafted in

Colonel Pitt's tent. By my father's diredlion, and Mallet's advice,

many literary gifts were diftributed to feveral eminent chara£ters in

England and France ; two books were fent to the Count de Caylus,

and the Duchefle d'Aiguillon, at Paris : I had referved twenty copies

for my friends at Laufanne, as the firft fruits of my education, and

.1 grateful token of my remembrance : and on all thefe perfons I

levied an unavoidable tax of civility and compliment. It is not fur-

prifing that a work, of which the ftyle and fentiments were fo totally

foreio-n. fhould have been more fuccefsful abroad than at home. I

was delighted by the copious extradts, the warm commendations,

and the flattering predi<3:ions of the Journals of France and Holland ;

and the next year (1762) a new edition (I believe at Geneva) ex-

tended the fame, or at leaft the circulation, of the work. In England

it was received with cold indifference, little read, and fpeedily for-

gotten : la fmall impreffion was flowly difperfed ; the bookfeller mur-

mured, and the author (had his feelings been more exquifite) might

have wept over the blunders and baldnefs of the Englifh tranflation.

The publication of my Hiftory fifteen years afterwards revived the

memory of my firft performance, and the Effay was eagerly fought

in the fhops. But I refufed the permiffion which Becket folicited of

reprinting it : the public curiofity was imperfecftly fatisfied by a

pirated copy of the bookfellers of Dublin ; and when a copy of the

original edition has been dlfcovered in a fale, the primitive value of

half-a-crown has rifen to the fanciful price of a guinea or thirty

{hillings.

I have expatiated on the petty circumftances and period of my
iirft publication, a memorable sera in the life of a ftudent, when he

ventures
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ventures to reveal the meafure of his mind : his hopes and fears arc

multiplied by the idea of felf-importance, and he believes for a while

that the eyes of mankind are fixed on his perfon and performance.

Whatever may be my prefent reputation, it no longer reds on the

merit of this firft elTay ; and at the end of twenty-eight years I may
appreciate my juvenile work with the impai'tiality, and almoft with

the indiiference, of a flranger. In his anfwer to Lady Hervey, the

Count de Caylus admires, or affefts to admire, " les livi-es fans

" nombre que Mr. Gibbon a lus et tres bien lus *." But, alas ! my
flock of erudition at that time was fcanty and fuperficial ; and if I

allow myfelf the liberty of naming the Greek mafters, my genuine

and perfonal acquaintance was confined to the Latin claffics. The
moft ferious defedl of my Effay is a kind of obfcurity and abruptnefs

which always fatigues, and may often elude, the attention of the

reader. Inftead of a precife and proper definition of the title itfelf,

the fenfe of the word Litterature is loofely and varioufly applied : a

number of remarks and examples, hiftorical, critical, philofophical,

are heaped on each other without method or connection ; and if we
except fome introdudory pages, all the remaining chapters might

indifferently be reverfed or tranfpofed. The obfcurity of many
pafTages is often affefted, brev'is ejfc lahoro^ obfciirus Jio ; the defire

of expreffing perhaps a common idea with fententious and oracular

brevity : alas ! how fatal has been the imitation of Montefquieu !

But this obfcurity fometimes proceeds from a mixture of light and

darknefs in the author's mind ; from a partial ray which ftrikes upon

an angle, inftead of fpreading itfelf over the furfiice of an objedt.

After this fair confeffion I fhall prefume to fay, that the EfTay does

credit to a young writer of two and twenty years of age, who had

read with tafte, who thinks with freedom, and who writes in a fo-

reign language with fpirlt and elegance. The defence of the early

Hiftory of Rome and the new Chronology of Sir Ifaac Newton

* See Appendix, Letter, No. X.

N 2 form
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form a fpeclous argument. The patriotic and political defign of the

Georgics is happily conceived ; and any probable conjedlure, which

tends to raife the dignity of the poet and the poem, deferves to be

adopted, without a rigid fcrutiny. Some dawnings of a philofophic

fpirit enlighten the general remarks on the ftudy of hiftory and of

man. I am not difpleafed with the inquiry into the origin and na-

ture of the gods of polytheifm, which might deferve the illuftra-

tion of a riper judgment. Upon the whole, I may apply to the-

firft labour of my pen the fpeech of a far fuperior artift, when he

furveyed the firft produdlions of his pencil. After viewing fome

portraits which he had painted in his youth, my friend Sir Jofhua

Reynolds acknowledged to me, that he was rather humbled than

flattered by the comparifon wath his prefent works ; and that after

fo much time and ftudy, he had conceived his improvement to be

much greater than he found it to have been.

At Laufanne I compofed the firft chapters of my Eflay in French,

the familiar language of my converfation and ftudies, in which it

was eafier for me to write than in my mother-tongue. After my
return to England I continued the fame praiflice, without any af-

feftation, or defign of repudiating (as Dr. Bentley would fay) my
vernacular idiom. But I fhould have efcaped fome Anti-gallican

clamour, had I been content with the more natui-al character of an

Englifh author. I fhould have been more confiftent had I rejected

Mallet's advice, of prefixing an Englifh dedication to a French book j

a confufion of tongues that feemed to accufe the ignorance of my
patron. The ufe of a foreign dialedl might be excufed by the hope

of being employed as a negociator, by the defire of being generally

underftood on the continent ; but my true motive was doubtlefs the

ambition of new and fingular fame, an Englifhman claiming a place

among the writers of France.. The- Latin tongue had been confe-

erated by the fervice of the church, it was refined by the imitation of

the ancients y and in the fifteenth and fixtecnth, centuries thq fcholars

of
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of Europe enjoyed the advantage, which they have gradually re-

figncd, of converfuig and wriiing in a common and learned idiom.

As that idiom was no longer in any country the vulgar fpeech, they

all ftood on a level with each other
;
yet a citizen of old Rome

might have fmiled at the beft Latlnity of the Germans and Britons
;

and we may learn from the Ciceronianiis of Erafmus, how difficult it

was found to (leer a middle eourfe between pedantry and barbarifm.

The Romans themfelves had fometimes attempted a more perilous

tafk, of writing in a living language, and appealing to the tafte and

judgment of the natives. The vanity of Tully was doubly interefted

in the Greek memoirs of his owm confulfhip ; and if he modeftly

fuppofes that fome Latinifms might be deteded in his ftyle, he is

confident of his own fkill in ihe art of Ifocrates and Ariftotle

;

and he requefts his friend Atticus to difperfe the copies of his work

at Athens, and in the other cities of Greece, (ad Atticmn^ i. 19. ii. i.)

But it muft not be forgotten, that from infancy to manhood Cicero-

and his contemporaries had read and declaimed, and compofcd with

equal diligence in both languages ; and that he was not allowed to

frequent a Latin fchool till he had imbibed the leflbns of the Greek

grammarians and rhetoricians. In modern times, the language of

France has been diffufed by the merit of her writers, the focial

manners of the natives, the influence of the monarchy, and the

exile of the proteftants. Several foreigners have feized the oppor-

tunity of fpeaking to Europe in this common dlaledl, and Germany

may plead the authority of Leibnitz and Frederic, of the firft of her

philofophers, and tlie greateft of her kings. The juft pride and

laudable prejudice of England has reftrained this communication of

idioms ; and of all the nations on this fide of the Alps, my country-

men are the leail pradifed, and leafl perfect in -the exercife of the

French tongue. By Sir William Temple, and Lord Chefterfield. it was

only ufed on occafions of civility and bufinefs, and their printed letters

will not be quoted as models of compofition. Lord Bolingbroke may

have:
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have publifhed in French a (ketch of his Refledions on Exile : but his

reputation now repoles on the addrefs of Voltaire, " Dode ferrnones

" utriufque lingu3e ;" and by his Englifli dedication to Queen Caro-

line, and his Effay on Epic Poetry, it {hould feem that Voltaire himfelf

wifhed to defcrve a return of the fame compliment. The exception

of Count Hamilton cannot fairly be urged ; though an Irifhman by

birth, he was educated in France from his childhood. Yet I am

furprifed that a long refidence in England, and the habits of dor

meftic converfation, did not afFed: the eafe and purity of his inimi-

table ftyle ; and I regret the omiffion of his Englifh verfes, which

raio-ht have afforded an amufing objed of comparifon. I might

therefore affume the primus ego in ^riam^ ^c. ; but with what fuc-

cefs I have explored this untrodderlf)ath muft be left to the decifion

of my French readers. Dr. Maty, who might himfelf be queftioned

as a foreigner, has fecured his retreat at my expence. " Je ne crois

*' pas que vous vous piquiez d'etre moins facile a reconnoitre pour un

«' Anglois que Luculluspour un Remain," My friends at Paris have

been more indulgent, they received me as a countryman, or at leaft

as a provincial ; but they were friends and Parlfians *. The defeds

which Maty infmuates, " Ces traits faillans, ces figures hardies, ce

*' facrifice de la regie au fentiment, et de la cadence a la force," are

the faults of the youth, rather than of the ftranger : and after the

long and laborious exercife of my own language, I am confcious

that my French ftyle has been ripened and improved.

I have already hinted, that the publication of my Eflay was de-

layed till I had embraced the military profefTion. I fhall now amufe

myfelf with the recolledion of an adive fcene, which bears no

affinity to any other period of my ftudious and focial life.

* The copious extra£ls which were given in the Journal Etratiger by Mr. Suard, a

judicious critic, muft fatisfy both the author and the pubHc. I may here obferve,

that I have never feen in any literary review a tolerable account of my Hiftory. The

jiianufa£lure of journals, at leaft on the continent, is miferably debafed.

In
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In the outfet of a glorious war, the Englifli people had been de-

fended by the aid of German mercenaries. A national militia has

been the cry of every patriot fmce the Revolution ; and this meafure,

both in parliament and in the field, was fupported by the country

gentlemen or Tories, who infenfibly transferred their loyalty to the

houfe of Hanover : in the language of Mr. Burke, they have changed

the idol, but they have preferved the idolatry. In the adl of offer-

ing our names and receiving our commiflions, as major and captain

in the Hamplhire regiment, (June 12th, 1759,) we had not fup-

pofed that we fliould be dragged away, my father from his farm,

myfelf from my books, and condemned, during two years and a half,

(May 10, 1760—December 23, 1762,) to a wandering life of military

fervitude. But a weekly or monthly exercife of thirty thoufand pro-

vincials would have left them ufelefs and- ridiculous ; and after the

pretence of an invafion had vanifhed, the popularity of Mr. Pitt gave

a fandion to the illegal ftep of keeping them till the end of the war
under arms, in conftant pay and duty, and at a diftance from their

refpedive homes. When the King's order for our embodying came

down, it was too late to retreat, and too foon to repent. The South

battalion of the Hamplhire militia was a fmall independent corps of

four hundred and feventy-fix, officers and men, commanded by-

lieutenant-colonel Sir Thomas Worlley, who, after a prolix and

paffionate contefl:, delivered us from the tyranny of the lord lieute-

nant, the Duke of Bolton. My proper ftation, as firft captain, was

at the head of my own, and afterwards of the grenadier, company
;

but in the abfence, or even in the prefence, of the two field officers,

I was entrufted by my friend and my father with the effedive labour

of didating the orders, and exercifing the battalion. With the help

of our original journal, I could write the hiftory of my bloodlefs

and inglorious campaigns ; but as thefe events have loft much of

their importance in my own eyes, they (hall be difpatched in a few

words. From Wincheftcr, the firft place of affembly, (June 4, 1 760,)

2 we



9^. MEMOIRSOF
we were removed, at our own requeft, for the benefit of a foreign

-education. By the arbitrary, and often capricious, orders of the

War-office, the battalion fuccelhvely marched to the pleafant and

hofpitable Blandford (June 17); to Hilfea barracks, a feat of difeafe

and difcord (September 1 ) ; to Cranbrook in the weald of Kent

(December 11); to the fea-coaft of Dover (December 27) ; to Win-

chefter camp (June 25, 1761) ; to the populous and diforderly town

of Devizes (Odlober 23); to Salifbury (February 28, 1762) ; to our

beloved Blandford a fecond time (March 9) ; and finally, to the

fafhionable refort of Southampton (June 2) ; where the colours were

fixed till our final diffolution (December 23). On the beach at

Dover we had exercifed in fight of the Gallic fhores. But the moft

fplendid and ufeful fcene of our life was a four months encampment

on Winchefter Down, under the command of the Earl of Effing-

ham. Our army confifted of the thirty-fourth regiment of foot

and fix militia corps. The confcioufnefs of our defeats was ftimu-

lated by friendly emulation. We improved our time and opportu-

nities in morning and evening field-days ; and in the general re-

views the South Hampfhire were rather a credit than a difgrace to

the line. In our fubfequent quarters of the ©evizes and Blandford,

we advanced with a quick ftep in our military ftudies ; the ballot of

the enfuing fummer renewed our vigour and youth ; and had the

militia fubfifted another year, we might have contefted the prize

with the moft perfedl of our brethren.

The lofs of fo many bufy and idle hours was not compenfi..tcd by

any elegant pleafure ; and my temper was infenfibly foured by the

fociety of our ruftic officers. In every ftate there exlfts, however,

a balance of good and evil. The habits of a fedentary life were

ufefully broken by the duties of an adive profeffion : in the health-

ful exercife of the field I hunted with a battalion, inftead of a pack ;_

and at that time I was ready, at any hour of the day or night, to

fly from quarters to London, from London to quarters, on the

flighteft
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illghteft call of private or regimental bufinefs. But my principal

obligation to the militia, was the making me an Englilliman, and a

Iblclier. After my foreign education, with my referved temper, I

fhould long have continued a flranger in my native country, had I

not been fhaken in this various fcene of new faces and new friends :

had not experience forced me to feel the charadlers of our leading

men, the ftate of parties, the forms of office, and the operation of

our civil and military fyflem. In this peaceful fervice, I imbibed the

rudiments of the language, and fcience of tactics, which opened a

new field of fludy and obfervation. I diligently read, and meditated,

the Memoircs Militaires of Quintus Icilius, (Mr. Guichardt,) the

only writer who has united the merits of a profeflbr and a veteran.

The difcipline and evolutions of a modern battalion gave me a

clearer notion of the phalanx and the legion; and- the captain of

the Hampfhire grenadiers (the reader may fmile) has not been ufe-

lefs to the hiftorian of the Roman empire.

A youth of any fpirit is fired even by the play of arms, and in

the firfl: fallies of my enthufiafm I had ferioufly attempted to em-

brace the regular profcflion of a foldier. But this military fever

was cooled by the enjoyment of our mimic Bellona, who foon un-

veiled to my eyes her naked deformity. How often did I figh for my
proper ftation in fociety and letters. How often (a proud comparifon)

did I repeat the complaint of Cicero in the command of a provincial

army: " Clitellx bovi funt impofitx. Eft incredibile quam me
" negotii tjedeat. Non habet fatis magnum campum ille tibi non
" ignotus curfus animi ; et induftria^ mea; prazclara opera ceflat.

" Lucem, Ubros, urbem, domum, vos defidero. Sed feram, ut

" potero ; fit modo annuum. Si prorogatur, adtum eft *." Prom

a fei^vice without danger I might indeed have retired without dif-

grace ; but as often as I hinted a wifh of refigning, my fetters

were rivetted by the friendly intreaties of the colonel, the parental

authority of the major, and my own regard for the honour and

* Epift. ad Atticum, lib. v. 15.

VOL. I. o welfare
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Welfare of the battalion. When 1 felt that my perfonal efcape was

impradicable, I bowed my neck to the yoke : my fervitude was

protradted far beyond the annual patience of Cicero ; and it was not

till after the preliminaiies of peace that I received my difcharge, from

the ad: of government which difembodied the militia *.

When

* Journal, January nth, 1761.] — In thefe feven or eight months of a moft dif-

agreeably active life, I have had no ftudies to fet down ; indeed, I hardly took a book in

jny hand the whole time. The firll two months at Blandford, 1 might have done fome-

thing ; but the novelty of the thing, of which for fome time I was fo fond as to think

of going into the army, our field-days, our dinners abroad, and the drinking and late

hours we got- into, prevented any ferious refleftions. From the day we marched from

Blandford I had hardly a moment I could call my own, almofl continually in motion ;

if I was fixed for a day, it was in the guard-room, a barrack, or an inn. Our difputes

confumed the little time I had left. Every letter, every memorial relative to them fell

to my fhare ; and .our evening conferences were ufed to hear all the morning hours

ftrike. At laft I got to Dover, and Sir Thomas left us for two months. The charm

was over, I was (Ick of fo hateful a fervice ; I was fettled in a comparatively quiet fitu-

ation. Once more I began to tafte the pleafure of thinking.

Recollefting fome thoughts I had formerly had in relation to the fyftem of Paganifm,

which I intended to make ufe of in my Eflay, I refolved to read Tully de Natura Deo-

lum, and finilhed it in about a month. I loft fome time before I could recover my
habit of application.

Oft. 23d.]—-Our firft delign was to march through Marlborough ; but finding

on inquiry that it was a bad road, and a great way about, we refolved to pufh for the

Devizes in one day, though nearly thirty miles. We accordingly arrived there about

three o'clock irt the afternoon.

Nov. ad.]— I have very little to fay for this and the following month. Nothing could

be more uniform than the life I led there. The little civility of the neighbouring

gentlemen gave us no opportunity of dining out ; the time of year did not tempt us to

any excurfions round the country -, and at firft my indolence, and afterwards a violent

cold, prevented my going over to Bath. I believe in the two months I never dined or

lay from quarters. I can therefore only fet down what I did in the literary way. De-

figning to recover my Greek, which I had fomewhat negle£ted, I fet myfelf to read

Homer, and finillied the four firft books of the Iliad, with Pope's tranflation and notes j

at the fame time, to underftand the geography of the Iliad, and particularly the cata-

logue, I read the 8th, 9th, loth, 12th, 13th, and 14th books of Strabo, in Cafau-

bon's Latin tranfiation : I likewife read Hume's Hlllory of England to the Reign of

Henry the Seventh, juft publiflied, ingenious but fiiperfcial; and the Journals des S^avant

for Auguft, September, and Oftober 1761, with the Biblictheque des Sciences, &c. from

July to October : Both thefe Journals fpeak very handfomely of my book.

December
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When I complain of the lofs of time, juftice to myfelf and to tlie

militia muft throw the greateft part of that reproach on the lirll

feven

December 25th, 1761.]—When, upon finifliing the year, I take a review of what

I have done, I am not diflatisfied with what I did in it, upon making proper

allowances. On the one hand, I could begin nothing before the middle of January.

The Deal duty loft me part of February ; although I was at Iiome part of March, and

all April, yet ele£tioneering is no friend to the Mufes. May, indeed, though diflipated

by our fea parties, was pretty quiet ; but June was abfolutely loft, upon the march, at

Alton, and fettling ourfelves in camp. The four fucceeding months in camp allowed

me little leifure, and lefs quiet. November and December were indeed as much my
own as any time can be whilft I remain in the militia ; but ftill it is, at beft, not a life

for a man of letters. However, in this tumultuous year, (befides fmaller things which

I have fet down,) I read four books of Homer in Greek, fix of Strabo in Latin, Cicero

de Natura Deorum, and the great philofophical and theological work of M. de Beau-

fobre : I wrote in the fame time a long differtation on the fuccedion of Naples ; re-

viewed, fitted for the prefs, and augmented above a fourth, my Eflai fur I'Etude de la

Litterature.

In the fix weeks I pafled at Beriton, as I never ftirred from it, every day was like

the former. I had neither vifits, hunting, or walking. My only refources were my-

felf, my books, and family converfations.—But to me thefe were great refources.

April 24th, 1762.]—I waited upon Colonel Harvey in the morning, to get him

to apply for me to be brigade major to Lord Effingham, as a poft I fliould be

very fond of, and for which I am not unfit. Harvey received me with great good-

nature and candour, told me he was both willing and able to ferve me ; that indeed he

had already applied to Lord Effingham for *****^ one of his own officers, and

though there would be more than one brigade major, he did not think he could pro-

perly recommend two ; but that if I could get fomc other perfon to break the ice, he

would fecond it, and believed he fhould fuccced r fhould that fail, as ***** vfas in

bad circumltances, he believed he could make a compromife with him (this was my
defire) to let me do the duty without pay. I went from him to the Mallets, who pro-

mifed to get Sir Charles Howard to fpeak to Lord Effingham.

Auguft 22d.]—I went with Ballard to the French church, where I heard a mod
indifferent fcrmon preached by M. ******. A very bad ftyle, a worfe pronun-

ciation and action, and a very great vacuity of ideas, compofed this excellent per-

formance. Upon the whole, which is preferable, the philofophic method of the

Englifh, or the rhetoric of the French preachers ? The firil (though lefs glorious) is

certainly fafer for the preacher. It is difficult tor a man to make Jiimfeif ridiculous,

who propofes only to deliver plain fenfe on a fubjeft he has thoroughly ftudicd. But

ihe inftant he difcovers the leaft pretenfions towards the fublime, or the pathetic, there

02 •
is
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feven or eight months, while I was obliged to learn as well as to

teach. The dlffipation of Blandford, and the difputes of Portfmouth,

confumed

is no medium ; \vc mud either admire or laugh : and there are fo many various talents

requlfite to form the chara£ler of an orator, that it is more than probable we ftiaU

laugh. As to the advantage of the hearer, which ought to be the great confideration, the

dilemma is much greater. Excepting in fome particular cafes, where we are blinded

by popular prejudices, we are in general fo well acquainted with our duty, that it is

almoft fuperfluous to convince us of it. It is the heart, and not the head, that holds

out ; and it is certainly poffible, by a moving eloquence, to roufe the fleeping fentlmeuts

of that heart, and incite it to a£ls of virtue. Unluckily it is not fo much acls, as

liabits of virtue, we fliould have in view ; and the preacher who is inculcating, with

the eloquence of a Bourdaloue, the neceffity of a virtuous life, will difmifs his affembly

full of emotions, which a variety of other obje£ls, the coldnefs of our northern con-

llitutions, and no immediate opportunity of exerting their good refolutions, will diflV-

pate in a few moments.

Augufl; 24th.]—The fame reafon that carried fo many people to the affembly

to-night, was what kept me away ; I mean tlie dancing.

28th.]—To-day Sir Thomas came to us to dinner. The Spa has done him a great

deal of good, for he looks another man. Pleafed to fee him, we kept bumperizing till

after roll-calling ; Sir Thomas affuring us, every frefli bottle, how infinitely foberer

he was grown.

29th.]—I felt the ufual confequences of Sir Thomas's company, and loft a morn-

ing, becaufe I had lofh the day before. However, having finifiied Voltaire, I re-

turned to Le Clerc (I mean for the amufement of my leifure hours) ; and laid afide

for fome time his Bibliotkeque Univer-felle, to look into the Bibliitheque Choifie, which is

by far the better work.

September 23d.]—Colonel Wilkes, of the Buckinghamfhire militia, dined with us,

and renewed the acquaintance Sir Thomas and myfelf had begun with him at Reading.

T fcarcely ever met with a better companion ; he has inexhauftible fpirits, infinite wit

and humour, and a great deal of knowledge. He told us himfelf, that in this time of

public diffenfion he was refolved to make his fortune. Upon this principle he has con-

nedled himfelf clofely with Lord Temple and Mr. Pitt, commenced a public adverfary

to Lord Bute, whom he abufes weekly in the North Briton, and other political papers

in which he is concerned. This proved a very debauched day : we drank a good deal

both after dinner and fupper; and when at laft Wilkes had retired, Sir Thomas and
fome others (of whom I was not one) broke into his room, and made him drink a

bottle of claret in bed.

Oftober 5th.]—The review, which lafted about three honrs, concluded, as ufual,

with marching by Lord Effingham, by grand divifions. Upon the whole, con-

fiderinsr
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confumed the hours which were not employed in the field ; and

amid the perpetual hurry of an inn, a barrack, or a guard-room, all

literary

fulering the camp had done both the Winchefler and the Gofport duties all the

fummer, they behaved very well, and made a fine appearance. As they marched

by, I had my ufual curiofity to count their files. The following is my field return : I

think it a curiofity ; I am fare it is more exafl than is commonly made to a reviewing

gcneraL
Number of Files.

Din- t Grenadiers, lo

Battalion, 72
91 —

iir T?/r » Grenadiers, i c #

^- ^Jf''' ^ Battalion. 80 ^ 95

o r-fn V Grenadiers, 20 7
S. Glojlcr,

J Battalion, 84 5'°*^ ~
N.Glopr,

\
Grenadiers, 13 ? 5^ _

^ ' I Battalion, 52 5

J f,. \ Grenadiers, 207 oLancafnre,
J Battalion, 88 $

'°^ "
irr-t./L- V Grenadiers, 24 7
Wrltjhtre,

J BattaJion, 120 1^44 -

Total, 607

Number of Men,
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literary Ideas were baiiifhed from my mind. After this long fad,

the longeft whicli I have ever known, I once more tafted at Dover

the

October 28th.]— I looked over a new Greek Lexicon which I have juft received

from London. It is that of Robert Conflantine, Lugdun. 1637. It is a very large

volume in folio, in two parts, comprifing in the whole 1785 pages. After the great

Thtfaurus, this is efteemed the beft Greek Lexicon. It feems to be fo. Of a variety

of words for which I looked, I always found an exa£l: definition ; the various fenfes

well diflinguiftied, and properly fupported, by the beft authorities. However, I ftill

prefer the radical method of Scapula to this alphabetical one.

December nth.]—I have already given au idea of the Gofport duty ; I fliall only add

a trait which charafterizes admirably our unthinking failors. At a time when they

knew that they (hould infallibly be difcharged in a few weeks, numbers, who had con-

fiderable wages due to them, were continually jumping over the walls, and rifquing

the lofing of it for a few hours amufement at Porcfmouth.

jMt]^ 1 "We found old Captain Meard at Alresford, with the fecond divifion of

the fouiteenth. He and all his officers fupped with us, and made the evening rather

a drunken one.

j8th.] About the fame hour our two corps paraded to march off. They, an old

corps of regulars, who had been two years quiet in Dover caftle. We, part of a

voung body of militia, two-thirds of our men recruits, of four months ftanding, two

of which they had pafled upon very difagreeable duty. Every advantage was on their

lide, and yet our fuperiority, both as to appearance and difcipline, was fo ftriking,

that the moft prejudiced regular could not have hefitated a moment. At the end of

the town our two companies feparated ; my father's ftruck off for Petersfield, whilft

I continued my rout to Alton ; into which place I marched my company about noon
;

two years fix months and fifteen days after my firft leaving it. I gave the men fome

beer at roll-calling, which they received with great cheerfulnefs and decency. I dined

and lay at Hairifon's, where I was received with that old-fafliioried breeding, which

is at once fo honourable and fo troublefome.

2Tci.l Our two companies were difembodied ; mine at Alton, and my father's at

Beriton. Smith marched them over from Petersfield : they fired three vollies, lodged

the major's colours, delivered up their arms, received their money, partook of a dinner

at the major's expence, and then feparated with great cheerfulnefs and regularity.

Thus ended the militia ; I may fay ended, fince our annual affemblies in May are

10 very precarious, and can be of fo little ufe. However, our ferjeants and drums

are ftill kept up, and quartered at the rendezvous of their companyj and the adjutant

remains at Southampton in full pay.

2 As
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the pleafures of reading and thinking ; and the hungry appetite with

which I opened a volume of Tully's philofophical works is ftill

prefent to my memory. The laft review of my Effay before its pub-

lication, had prompted me to inveftigate the nature of the gods ; my
inquiries led me to the Hifloire Critique du Manicheifme of Beau~

As this was an extraordinary fcene of life, in which I was engaged above three

years and a half from the date of my commifTion, and above tv/o years and a half

from the time of our embodying, I cannot take my leave of it without fome few reflec-

tions. When I engaged in it, I was totally ignorant of its nature and confequences.

I offered, becaufe my father did, without ever imagining that we fhould be called

out, till it was too late to retreat with honour. Indeed, I believe it happens through-

out, that our moft important aflions have been often determined by chance, caprice,

or fome very inadequate motive. After our embodying, many things contributed to

make me fuppoit it with great impatience. Our continual difputes with the duke of

Bolton ; our unfcttled way of life, which hardly allowed me books or leifure for ftudy •,

and more than all, the difagreeable fociety in which I was forced to live.

After mentioning my fufFerings, I muft fay fomething of what I found agreeable.

Now it is over, I can make the feparation much better than I could at the time. i. The
unfettled way of life'*itfelf had its advantages. The exeicife and change of air and of

objefls amufed me, at the fame time that it fortified my health. 2. A new field of

knowledge and amufement opened itfelf to me ; that of military aff^iirs, which, both in

my ftudies and travels, will give me eyes for a new world of things, which before would

have paffed unheeded. Indeed, in that refpeft I can hardly help wifliing our battalion

had continued another year. We had got a fine fet of new men, all our difliculties

v/ere over ; we were perfeftly well clothed and appointed ; and, from the progrefs our

recruits had already made, we could promife ourfelves that we fhould be one of the

beft militia corps by next fummer : a circumilance that would have been the more

agreeable to me, as I am now eftabliflied the real adling major of the battalion. But

what I value moft, is the knov/ledge it has given me of mankind in general, and of my
own country in particular. The general fyftem of our government, the methods of

our feveral offices, the departments and powers of their refpective officers, our pro-

vincial and municipal adminiftration, the views of our feveral parties, the charadlers,

connexions, and influence of our principal people, have been imprefled on my mind,

not by vain theory, but by the indelible lefTons of aftion and experience. I have

made a number of valuable acquaintance, and am myfelf much better known, than

(with my referved charafter) I fliould have been in ten years, pafFmg regularly my
fummers at Beriton, and my winters in London. So that the fum of all is, that I

am glad the militia has been, and glad that it is no more.

fobre,
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fobre, who difcufles many deep queftions of Pagan and Chrlftian

-theology : and from this rich treafury of fa£ts and opinions, I de-

duced my own confequences, beyond the holy circle of the author.

After this recovery I never relapfed into indolence ; and my ex-

ample might prove, that in the life mod averfe to ftudy, fome hours

may be flolen, fome minutes may be fnatched. Amidft the tumult

of Winchcfter camp I fometimes thought and read in my tent ; in

the more fettled quarters of the Devizes, Blandford, and South-

ampton, I always fecured a feparate lodging, and the neceffary books;

and in the fummer of 1762, while the new militia was raifmg, I

enjoyed at Beriton two or three months of literary repofe *. In

forming a new plan of ftudy, I hefitated between the mathematics

and the Greek language ; both of which I had negle£led fuice my

return from Laufanne. I confulted a learned and friendly mathe-

matician, Mr. George Scott, a pupil of de Moivre; and his map

of a country which I have never explored, may perhaps be more

ferviceable to others f . As foon as I had given the preference to

Greek, the example of Scaliger and my own reafon determined me

* Journal, May 8th, 1762.]—This was my birth-day, on which I entered into

the twenty-fixth year of my age. This gave me occafion to look a little into myfclf,

and confider impartially my good and bad qualities. It appeared to me, upon this

inquiry, that my charadler was virtuous, incapable of a bafe adlion, and formed for

generous ones ; but that it was proud, violent, and difagreeable in fociety. Thefe

qualities I mud endeavour to cultivate, extirpate, or reftrain, according to their dif-

ferent tendency. Wit I have none. My imagination is rather ftrong than pleafing.

My memory both capacious and retentive. The fliining qualitfes of my underftanding

are extenfivenefs and penetration ; but I want both quicknefs and exadlnefs. As to

my fituation in life, though I may fometimes repine at it, it perhaps is the befl

adapted to my character. I can command all the conveniencies of life, and I can

command too that independence, (that firfl earthly bleffing,) which is hardly to be met

with in a higher or lower fortune. When I talk of my fituation, I mufl exclude that

temporary one, of being in the militia. Though I go through it with fpirit and ap-

plication, it is both unfit for, and unworthy of me.

•j- See Appendix, Letter, N' XI. excelltnt, from Mr. Scott to Mr. Gibbon.

on
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on the choice of Homer, the father of poetry, and the Bible of the

ancients : but Scaliger ran through the lUad in one and twenty days
;

a.nd I was not diffatisfied with my own dihgence for performing the

fame labour in an equal number of weeks. After the firft difficulties

were furmounted, the language of nature and harmony foon became

eafy and familiar, and each day I failed upon the ocean with a

briflcer gale and a more fleady courfe.

'Ev ccvsy^o; TTpriTiv f/srov irtov, xf/.<pi de kuuoc

'H redsif y.uTa, y.vf/^x Sici7r^-^(r<rouToi KsXevScc'^. luas^ A. 481.

In the ftudy of a poet who has fmce become the moft intimate of

my friends, I fucceifively applied many pafTages and fragments of

Greek writers ; and among thefe I fhall notice a life of Homer, in

the Opufcula Mythologica of Gale, feveral books of the geography

of Strabo, and the entire ti-eatife of Longlnus, which, from the title

and the ftyle, is equally worthy of the epithet oi fublime. My
grammatical {kill was improved, my vocabulary was enlarged ; and

in the militia I acquired a juft and indelible knowledge of the firft of

languages. On every march, in every journey, Horace was always in

my pocket, and often in my hand : but I fhould not mention his two

critical epiftles, the amufement ofa morning, had they not been accom-

panied by the elaborate commentary of Dr. Hurd, now Bifliop ofWor-
cefter. On the intereftlng fubjedls of compofition and imitation of epic

and dramatic poetry, I prefumed to think for myfelf ; and thirty clofe-

written pages in folio could fcarcely compiife my full and free difcuf-

fion of the fenfe of the mafter and the pedantry of the fervant f

.

*
• Fnir wind, and blowing frcfh,

Apollo fent them; quick they rear'd the mad,
Then fpread tli'uiifuHicd canvas to'the gale.

And the wind fdl'd it. Roar'd the fable flood

Around the bark, that ever as flie went

Dafli'd wide the brine, and fcudded fwift away. , Ot; rr:R's Homer.

4 See Vol. If. Mifcelkuicous Works.

VOL. I. P After
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After his oracle Dr. Johnfon, my friend Sir Jofliua Reynolds dc'

nies all- original genius, any natural propenfity of the mind to one art

or fcience rather than another. Without engaging in a metaphyfical

or rather verbal difpute, I kiioiv^ by experience, that from my early

youth I afpired to the charafler of an hiftorian. While I ferved in

the militia, before and after the publication of my efl'iy, this idea,

xipened in my mind ; nor can I paint in more lively colours the

feelings of the moment, than by tranfcribing fome paflages, under

their refpedlive dates, from a journal w^hich I kept at that time.

Beriton, April \^^ 1761.

(In a fhort excurfion from Dover.)

" Having thought of feveral fubjedts for an hiftorical compofitioay

*' I chofe the expedition of Charles VIII. of France into Italy. I

*' read two memoirs of Mr. de Foncemagne in the Academy of In-

*' fcriptions (tom. xvii. p. 539—607.), and abftradted them. I

** likewife finifhed this day a differtation, in which I examine the

" right of Charles VIII. to the crown of Naples, and the rival

" claims of the Houfe of Anjou and Arragon : it confiils of ten foliO'

*° pages, befides large notes *."

Benton^ Augiijl j^^ 1761.

(In a week's excurfion from Winchefter camp.)

** After having long revolved fubjeds for my intended hiftorical

" eflay, I renounced my firft thought of the expedition of Charles

" VIII. as too remote from us, and rather an introdudlion to great

" events, than great and important in itfelf. I fucceffively chofe

" and rejedtcd the crufade of Richard the Firft, the barons' wars

" againft John and Henry the Third, the hiftory of Edward the

*' Black Prince, the lives and comparifons of Henry V. and the Em-
*' peror Titus, the life of Sir Philip Sidney, and that of the Marquis.

" of Montrofe. At length I have fixed on Sir Walter Raleigh for

» See Vol. 11. p. 6.

*' my
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*' my hero. His eventful ftory is varied by the characters of the

" foldier and failor, the courtier and hiftoriaa ; and it may afford

" fuch a fund of materials as I defire, which have not yet been pro-

" perly manufadtured. At prefent I cannot attempt the execution

" of this work. Free leifure, and the opportunity of confulting

" many books, both printed and maaufcinpt, are as neceflary as

" they are impoffible to be attained in my prefent way of life.

*' However, to acquire a general infight into my fubjedl and re-

" fources, I read the life of Sir Walter Raleigh by Dr. Birch, his

" copious article in the General Didlionary by the fame hand, and

" the reigns of Queen Elizabeth and James the Firll in Hume's
" Hiftory of England."

Beritoti^ January lyGz.

(In a month's abfence from the Devizes.)

" During this interval of repofe, I again turned my thoughts to

*'
Sir Walter Raleigh, and looked more clofely into my materials.

"
I read the two volumes in quarto of the Bacon Papers, publiihed

" by Dr. Birch ; the Fragmenta Regalia of Sir Robert Naunton,
" Mallet's Life of Lord Bacon, an-d the political treatifes of that

*' great man in the firft volume of his works, with many of his

*'
letters in the fecond ; Sir William Monfon's Naval Trad;s, and the

" elaborate Life of Sir Walter Raleigh, which Mr. Oldys has prefixed

" to the beft edition of his Hiftory of the World. My fubjedl opens
" upon me, and in general improves upon a nearer profpedt.."

Berifofi, July 26, 1 762.

(During my fummer refidence.)

" I am afraid of being reduced to drop my hero ; but my time

" has not, however, been loft in the refearch of his ftory, and of a

*' memorable a;ra of our Englifli annals. The Life of Sir Walter

*' Raleigh, by Oldys, is a very poor performance ; a fervile pane-

" gyric, or flat apology, tedioufly minute, and compofed in a dull

P 2 " and
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'* and afictflcd ftyle. Yet the author was a man of diligence and

" learning, who had read every thing relative to his fubjedt, and

" whofe ample collcdions are arranged with perfpicuity and method.

" Excepting' fome anecdotes lately revealed in the Sidney and Bacon

" Papers, I know not what I fhould be able to add. My ambition

" (exclufive of the uncertain merit of ftyle and fentiment) muft be

" confined to the hope of giving a good abridgment of Oldys. I

" I have even the difappointment of finding fome parts of this

*' copious work very dry and barren ; and thefe parts are unluckily

" fome of the moft charadleriftic : Raleigh's colony of Virginia, his

" quarrels with Effex, the true fecret of his confpiracy, and, above

" all, the detail of his private life, the moft elfential and important

" to a biographer. My beft refource would be in the circumjacent

" hiftory of the times, and perhaps in fome digreffions artfully in-

" troduced, like the fortunes of the Peripatetic philofophy in the

" portrait of Lord Bacon. But the reigns of Elizabeth and James

" the Firft are the periods of Englifti hiftory, which have been the

*' moft varioufly illuftrated : and what new lights could I refledl; on

" a fubjed, which has exercifed the accurate induftry of Birch^ the

" lively and curious acutenefs of Walpole, the critical fpirit of Hind,

" the vigorous fenfe of Mallet and Rohertfon^ and the impartial

" philofophy of Hume? Could I even furmount thefe obftacles,

" I Ihould ftirink with terror from the modern hiftory of England,

" where every charader is a problem, and every reader a friend

" or an enemy ; where a writer is fuppofed to hoift a flag of party,

*' and is devoted to damnation by the adverfe fadlion. Such would

" be my reception at home : and abroad, the hiftorian of Raleigh

" muft encounter an indifference far more bitter than cenfure or

•' reproach. The events of his life are interefting ; but his cha-

" rader is ambiguous, his adlions are obfcure, his writings are

*' Englifti, and his fame is confined to the narrow limits of our

*' language and our ifland. I muft embrace a fafer and more ex-

« tenfive theme. ,, ^j^^^^
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" There is one which I fhould prefer to all others, *The Hljlory

" of the Liberty of the S%vfs, of that independence which a brave

" people refcued from the Houfe of Auftria, defended againft a

" Dauphin of France, and finally fealed with the blood of Charles

" of Burgundy. From fuch a theme, fo full of public fpirlt, of

" military glory, of examples of virtue, of leffons of government,

" the dulleft flranger would catch fire : what might not / hope,

" whole talents, whatfoever they may be, would be inflamed with

" the zeal of patriotifm. But the materials of this hiftory are in-

" acceflible to me, foil locked in the obfcurity of an old barbarous

" German diale<fl, of which I am totally ignorant, and which I

" cannot refolve to learn for this fole and peculiar purpofe.

" I have another fubjed in view, which is the contraft of the

" former hiftory ; the one a poor, warlike, virtuous republic, which
" emerges into glory and freedom ; the other a commonwealth, foft,

" opulent, and corrupt ; which, by juft degrees, is precipitated from
" the abufe to the lofs of her liberty : both leffons are, perhaps,

" equally inftruaive. This fecond fubjed is, I'he HiJlory of the

" RepubUc of Florence^ under the Hoife of Medicis : a period of one

" hundred and fifty years, which rifes or defcends from the dregs of
" the Florentine democracy, to the title and dominion of Cofmo de

" Medicis in the Grand Duchy of Tufcany. I might deduce a

" chain of revolutions not unworthy of the pen of Vertot ; fino-ular

" men, and fingular events
; the Medicis four times expelled, and

" as often recalled
; and the Genius of Freedom reludantiy yielding-

" to the arms of Charles V. and the policy of Cofmo. The cha-
"•' rader and fate of Savanerola, and the revival of arts and letters in

" Italy, will be effentially conneded with the elevation of the family
" and the foil of the republic. The Medicis (ftirps quafi fataliter

" nata ad inftauranda vel fovenda ftudia (Lipfius ad Germanos et

" Gallos, Epift. viii.) were illuftrated by the patronage of learning

;

" and enthufiafm was the moft formidable weapon of their adver-

" faries.
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" faries. On this fplcndid fubjed I fliall moft probably fi:c ; bul.

^ ijoheii^ or where^ or how will it be executed ? I behold in a dark

«' and doubtful pcrfpectivc."

Kco alia terra, et caligine uierfas *.

The

* Journal, July 27, 1752.]—'i lie refleclions which I was making ycfterday

1 continued and di;_'elled to-duy. I don't abfolutely look on that time as loft, but

that it might have been better employed than in revolving fchemes, the execution of

which is fo far diftant. I muft learn to check thefe wanderings of my imagination.

Nov. 24.3— I dined at the Cocoa Tree with ******
-, who, under a great ap-

pearance of ocUity, conceals more real honour, good fenfe, and even knowledge,

tiian iialf thofe who laugh at him. We went thence to the play (the Spanifli Friar);

and when it was over, returned to the Cocoa Tree. That refpeftable body, of which

I have the honour of being a member, aiFords every evening a fight truly Englifli.

Twenty or thirty, perhaps, of the firft men in the kingdom, in point of fafliion and for-

tune, fupping at little tables covered with a napkin, in the middle of a coffee-room,

upon a bit of cold meat, or a Sandwich, and drinking a glafs of punch. At prefent,

v-e are full of king's counfellors and lords of the bedchamber *, who, having jumped

into the miniftry, make a very fmgular medley -of iheir old principles and language,

with their modern ones.

Nov. 26.]— I went with Mnllet to breakfaft with Garrick ; and thence to Drury-

lane Houfe, where I afhfted at a very private rehearfal, in the Green-room, of a

new tiagedy of Mallet's, called Elvira. As I have fmce feen it afted, I (hall

defer m^ opinion of it till then ; but I cannot help mentioning here the furprifing

verfatlHty of Mrs. Prltchard's talents, who rehearfed, almoft at the fame time, the part

of a furious cjueen In the Green-room, and that of a coquette on the ftage j and pafTed

feveral times from one to the other with tlie utmoft eafe and happlnefs.

Dec. 30.3— Before I clofe the year I mufl balance my accounts — not of money,

but of time. 1 may divide my ftudies into four branches: i. Books that I have

read for themfelves, claffic writers, or capital treatifes upon any fcience ; fuch books

as ought to be perufed with attention, and meditated with care. Of thefe I read the

twenty laji books of the Iliad twice, the three Jirji boohs of the Odyjfey, the Life of Hotner^

and Longinus ws^i t^ou;. 2. Books which I have read, or confulted, to illuftrate the

former. Such as this year, B/nckwall's Inquiry into the Life and JVritings of Ho:ner^

Burke's Sublime and Beautiful, Hurd's Horace, Guichard's Memoires Illilitaires, a great va-

riety of paflages of the ancients occafionally ufeful : hrgc e\tYaQ.s from Mezeriac, Bay/e,

and Potter; and many memoirs and abftratls from the Acadevty of Belles Lettres : among

thefe I fliall only mention here two long and curious fuites of dlfTertations

—

the one

upon the Temple of Delphi, the Amphiclyonic Council, and the Holy Wars, by M. M. Har-

dion and dc Valoisj the other upon the Games of the Grecians, by M.dJ. Burette, Gedcyne,

and
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The youthful habits of the language and manners of France had

ieft in my mind an ardent defire of revifiting the Continent on a

larger and more liberal plan. According to the law of cuflom, and

perhaps of reafon, foreign travel completes the education of an

Englilli gentleman : my father had confented to my wifli, but I was

detained above four years by my rafli engagement in the militia. I

eagerly gi-afped the firft moments of freedom : three or four weeks in

Hampfhire and London were employed in the preparations of my
journey, and the farewell vifits of friendfhip and civility ; my laft

ad in town was to applaud Mallet's new tragedy of Elvira f ; a poft-

chaife

and de la Barre. 3. Books of amufement and inftruftioii, perufed at my leifure hours,

without any reference to a regular plan of ftudy. Of thefe, perhaps, I read too many,

fince I went through the Life of Erafmus, by Le Clerc and Burigny, many extradls

from LeClerc^s Bibliotbcques, The Ciceroiiianus, and Collcqicks of Erafmus^ Barclay's jir-

geiiis, Terajfon's Sethos, Voliaire's Siecle de Lcuis XIV. Madame de Mottevil!e''s Jllei/ioirf,

and Fontenellis IFarks. 4. Compofitions of my own. I find hardly any, except this

Joiirr.a!, and the Extract of Hard's Horace^ which (like a chapter of Montaigne) con-

tains n-.p.ny things very different from its title. To thefe four heads I mufl this year

add a fifth. 5. Thofe treatifes of Englilh hillory which 1 read in January, with a view

to my now abortive fcheme of the Lfe of Sir Walter Raleigh, I ought indeed to have

known my own mind better before I undertook them. Upon the whole, after making

proper allowances, I am not diflatisfied v/ith the year.

The three weeks which I pafled at Berlton, at the end of this and the begirmiiig of

the enfuing year, are almoft a blank. I feldom went out ; and as the fcheme of my
travelling was at laft entirely fettled, the hurry of impatience, the cares of preparations,

and the tendernefs of friends I was going to quit, allowed me hardly any moments for

fludy.

'-} Journal, January nth, 1763.]—I called upon Dr. Maty in the morning.

He tokl me that the Duke de Nivernois defired to be acquainted with me. It was in-

deed with that view that I had written to INLity from Beriton to prefent, in my name,

a copy of my book to him. Thence I vi'ent to Becket, paid him his hill, (fifty-four

pounds,) and gave him back his tranflation. It muft be printed, though very indif-

ferent. My comfort is, that my misfortune is not an uncommon one. We dined

and fupped at the Mallets.

1 2th. I went with Maty to vifit the Duke in Albemarle Street. He is a little

emaciated figure, but appears to poffefs a good underftanding, tafte and know-

8 ledge.
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chalfe conveyed me to Dover, the packet to Boulogne, and fuch was

my diligence, that I reached Paris on the 28th of January 1763,

only thirty-fix days after the difbanding of the militia. Tw^o or

three years v\'ere loofely defined for the term of my abfencc ; and I

was left at liberty to fpend that time in fuch places and in fuch a

manner as was moft agreeable to my tafte and judgment.

ledge. He offered me vtry politely letters for Paris. "We dined at our lodgings. I

went to Covent Garden to fee Woodward in Bobadil, and fupped with the Mallets at

George Scott's.

Journal, Jan. iptli, 1763.]—I waited upon LadyHervey and the Duke dc Niver-

nois, and received my credentials. Lady Hervey's are for M. le Comte de Caylus, and

Madame Geoffrln. The Duke received me civilly, but (perhaps through Maty's fault)

treated me more as a man of letters than as a man of fafhion. His letters a.\ entirely

iu that ftyle; for the Count de Caylus and M.M. de la Bleterie, de S" Talaye, Ca-

peronier, du Clos, de Forcemagne, and d'Alembert. I then undrefled for the play.

My father and I went to the Rofe, in the paflage of the play-houfe, where we found

Mallet, with about thirty friends. We dined together, and went thence into

the pit, where we took our places in a body, ready to filence all cppofition. How-

ever, we had no occafion to exert ourfelvcs. Notwithltanding the malice of party.

Mallet's nation, connexions, and, indeed, imprudence, we heard nothing but ap-

plaufe. I think it was deferved. The plan was borrowed from de la Motte, but the

details and language have great merit. A fine vein of dramatic poetry runs through

the piece. The fcenes between the father and fon awaken almoft every fenfation of

the human bread -, and the counfel would have equally moved, but for the inconve-

nience unavoidable upon all theatres, that of entrufting line fpeeches to indifferent

atVors. The perplexity of the cataftrophe is much, and I believe juftly, criticifed.

But another defeft made a ftronger imprcffion upon me. When a poet ventures

upon the dreadful fituation of a father wlio condemns his Ion to death, there

[s no medium, the father mud either be a monfter or a hero. His obligations of

iuftice, of the public good, mud be as binding, as apparent, as perliaps thofe of the

rirft Brutus. The cruel neceffity confecrates his adlions, and leaves no room for re-

pentance. The thought is fliocking, if not carried into adion. In the execution of

Brutus's fens I am fenfible of that fatal neceffity. Without fuch an example, the

unfettlcd liberty of Rome would iiave periflicd the inflant after its birtli. But Alonzo

might have pardoned his ion for a radi attempt, the caufe of which was a private in-

iurv, and whcfe ccnfequcnce,^ could never have difturbed an eftablifiied government.

He iTiight have pardoned fuch a ciime in any other fubjeft ; and as the laws could exaci

*)nly an equal rigour for a fon, a vain appetite for glory, arid a mad affectation of he-

roifm, could alone have iniluenced him to exert an unequal ai)d fuperior fev'erity.

7 ^"
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In this firft vifit I pafled three months and a half, (January 28

—May 9,) and a much longer Ipace might have been agreeably

filled, without any intercourfe with the natives. At home we are

content to move in the daily round of pleafure and bufinefs ; and a

fcene which is always prefent is fuppofed to be within our know-

ledge, or at leaft within our power. But in a foreign country, cu-

riofity is our bufinefs and our pleafure ; and the traveller, confcious

of his ignorance, and covetous of his time, is diligent in the fearch

and the view of every object that can deferve his attention. I de-

voted many hours of the morning to the circuit of Paris and the

neighbourhood, to the vifit of churches and palaces confpicuous by

their architedlure, to the royal manufactures, colledions of books

and pictures, and all the various treafures of art, of learning, and of

luxury. An Englifhman may hear without reluctance, that in thefe

curious and coftly articles Paris is fuperior to London ; fince the opu-

lence of the French capital arifes from the defeCts of its government

and religion. In the abfence of Louis XIV. and his fucceflbrs, the

Louvre has been left unfiniflied : but the millions which have been

lavifhed on the fands of Verfailles, and the morafs of Marli, could

not be fupplied by the legal allowance of a Britifh king. The fplen-

dour of the French nobles is confined to their town refidence ; that

of the Englifh is more ufefully diflributed in their country feats

;

and we fhould be aftonifhed at our own riches, if the labours of

architecture, the fpoils of Italy and Greece, which are now fcattered

from Inverary to Wilton, were accumulated in a few ftreets between

Marybone and Weftminfter. All fuperfluous ornament is rejeCled

by the cold frugality of the proteftants ; but the catholic fuperfti-

tion, which is always the enemy of reafon, is often the parent of

the arts. The wealthy communities of priefts and monks expend

their revenues in ftately edifices ; and the parifh church of St. Sul-

pice, one of the nobleft ftruCtures in Paris, was built and adorned

VOL. I. 0^ jjy
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by the private induftry of a late cure. In this outfet, and ftill more

in the fequci of my tour, my eye was amufed ; but the pleafjng

vifion cannot be fixed Ky the pen ; the particular images are darkly

feen through the medium of five-and-twenty years, and the nar-

rative of my life muft not degenerate into a book of travels *.

But the principal end of my journey was to enjoy the fociety

of a poliflied and amiable people, in wdiofe favour I was ftrongly

prejudiced, and to converfe with fome authors, whofe converfation,

as I fondly imagined, muft be far more pleafing and inftrudive than

their writings. The moment was happily chofen. At the clofe of

^ fuccefsful war the Britifli name was refpeded on the continent.

Clarum et venerabile nomen

Gentibus.

Our opinions, our fafhions,. even our games, were adopted in

France, a ray of national glory illuminated each individual, and

every Englishman was fuppofed to be born a patriot and a philofo-

pher. For myfelf, I carried a perfonal recommendation ; my name and ,

my ElUiy were already known ; the compliment of having written in

"* Journal, 21 Fcvrier 1763.]—Aujourdhui j'ai commence ma tournee, pour voir

les emiroits dignes d'attention dans la ville. D'Augny m'a accompagne. Nous

ibmmes alles d'abord a la bibliotheque de I'Abbaye de St. Germain des Pvez, oii tout le

monde etoit occupe a I'arrangement d'un cabinet de curiofites, et a I'hopital des in- I

valides, ou le dome etoit ferme a caufe des reparations qu'on y faifoit. II faut done

differer la vifite et la defcription de ces deux endroits. De la nous fommes alles voir I'ecole

militaire. Comme ce batiment s'eleve a. cote des Invalides, bien des gens y verroient un

moven afiez facile d'apprecier les ames diffcrentes de leurs fondateurs. Dans I'uu

tout eft grand et faftueux, dans I'autre tout eft petit et mefquin. De petits corps de

logis bl^ncs et afTez propres, qui, aulieu de 500 gentilfliom.mes, dont on a parle, en con-

tiennent 258, compofent tout I'etabliflement ; carle manege et les ecuries ne font rien.

II eft vrai qu'on dit que ces batimens ne font qu'un echaffaudage, qu'on doit oter, pour

elcver le veritable ouvrage fur ces debris. II faut bien en efFet qu'on n'ait pas bati

pour I'eternite, puifque dans vingt ans la plupart des poutres fe font pourries. Nous
jettames enfuite un coup d'oeil fur I'eglife de St. Sulpice, dont la facade (le pretexte

tft le fruit de tant de lotteries) n'eft point encore achevce.

6 the

1
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the French language entitled me to fome returns of civility and

gratitude. I was confidered as a man of letters, who wrote

for amufement. Before my departure I had obtained from the

Duke de Nivernois, Lady Hervey, the Mallets, Mr. Walpole, &c.

many letters of recommendation to their private or literary friends.

Of thefe epiftles the reception and fucccfs were determined by

the character and fituation of the perfons by whom and to whom
they were addrefTed : the feed was fometimes caft on a barren

rock, and it fometimes multiplied an hundred fold in the pro-

dudllon of new flioots, fpreading branches, and exquifite fruit.

But upon the whole, I had reafon to praife the national urbanity,

which from the court has diffufed its gentle influence to the fhop,

the cottage, and the fchools. Of the men of genius of the age,

Montefquieu and Fontenelle were no more ; Voltaire refided on his

own eftate near Geneva ; Roufleau In the preceding year had been

driven from his hermitage of Montmorency ; and I blufh at my
having negled:ed to feek, in this journey, the acquaintance of Buffon.

Among the men of letters whom I faw, D'Alembert and Diderot

held the foremoft rank in merit, or at leaft in fame. I fliall content

myfelf with enumerating the well-known names of the Count de

Caylus, of the Abbe de la Bleterie, Barthelemy, Reynal, Arnaud,

of Meffieurs de la Condamlne, du Clos, de S''^ Palaye, de Bougainville,

Caperonnier, de Gulgnes, Suard, &c. without attempting to difcrl-

mlnate the fliades of their charadters, or the degrees of our connec-

tion. ^ Alone, In a morning vifit, I commonly found the artifts and

authors of Paris lefs vain, and more reafonable, than in the circles

of their equals, with whom they mingle In the houfes of the rich.

Four days in a week I had a place, without invitation, at the hof-

pitable tables of Mefdames GeofFrIn and du Bocage, of the cele-

brated Helvetius, and of the Baron d'OIbach. In thefe fympofia

the pleafures of the table were Improved by lively and liberal con-

CL 2 verfation

;
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verfatlon; the company was feled, though various and volun-

tary *.

The fociety of Madame du Bocage was more foft and moderate

than that of her rivals, and the evening converfations of M. de

Foncemagne were fupported by the good fenfe and learning of the

principal members of the Academy of Infcriptions. The opera and

the Italians I occafionally vifited ; but the French theatre, both in

* Journal, Fevrier 23, 1763.]—Je fis une vifite a I'Abbe de la Bleterie, qui veut

me mener chez la Duchefle d'Aiguillon
;
je me fis ecrire chez M. de Bougainville

que j'ai grande envie de coniioitre, et me rendis enfuite chez le Baron d'Olbach, ami de

M. Helvetius. C'etoit ma premiere vifite, et le premier pas dans une fort bonne maifon.

Le Baron a de I'efprit et des connoiffances, et furtout il donne fouvent et fort bien a

diner.

Fevrier 24.]—L'Abbe Barthelemy eft fort aimable et n'a de I'antiquaire qu'unc

tres grande erudition. Je finis la foiree par un fouper tres agreable chez Madame

Eontems avec M. le Marquis de Mirabeau. Cet homme eft fingulier ; il a affez d'ima-

eination pour dix autres, et pas affez de fens raffis pour lui feul. Je lui ai fait beau-

coup de queftions fur les litres de la nobkffe Francoife ; mais tout ce que j'en ai pu com-

prendre, c'eft que perfonne n'a la deffus des idees bien nettes.

Mai 1763.]—Muni d'une double lettre de recommandation pour M. le Comte dc

Caylus, je m'etois imagine que je trouverois reunis en lui I'homme de lettres et

rhomme de qualite. Je le vis trois ou quatre fois, et je vis un homme fimple, uni,

bon, et qui me temoignoit une bonte extreme. Si je n'en ai point profite, je I'attribue

moins a fon caraclere qu'a fon genre de vie. II fe leve de grand matin, court les

atteliers des artiftes pendant tout le jour, et rentre chez lui a fix heurs du foi'r

pour fe mettre en robe de chambre, et s'enfermer dans fon cabinet. Le moyen de voir

fes amis ?

Si ces recommendations etoient fteriles, il y en eut d'autres que devinrent aufll

fecondes par leurs fuites, qu'elles etoient agreables en elles memes. Dans une capitale

comme Paris, il eft neceffaire, il eft jufte que des lettres de recommendation- vous

ayent diftingue de la foule. Mais defque la glace eft rompue, vos connoiffances fe

multiplieiit, et vos nouveaux amis fe font un plaifir de vous en procurer d'autres plus

nouveaux encore. Heureux effet de ce caraftere leger et aimable du Francois, qui a

etabli dans Paris une douceur et une liberie dans la fociete, inconnues a Tantiquite, et

encore ignorees des autres nations. A Londres il faut faire fon chemin dans les

maifons que ne s'ouvrent qu'avec peine. La on croit vous faire plaifir en vous rece-

vant. Ici on croit s'en faire a foi-meme. Auffi je connois plus de maifons a Paris

ou'a Londres : le fait n'eft pas vraifemblable, mais il eft vrai.

tragedy
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tragedy and comedy, was my daily and favourite amufement. Two

famous adlrefles then divided the public applaufe. For my own

part, I preferred the confummate art of the Clairon, to the intem-

perate fallies of the Dumefnil, which were extolled by her admirers,

as the genuine voice of nature and paffion. Fourteen weeks in-

fenfibly ftole away ; but had I been rich and independent, I fhould

have prolonged, and perhaps have fixed, my refidence at Paris.

Between the expenfive ftyle of Paris and of Italy it was prudent

to interpofe fome months of tranquil fimplicity ; and at the thoughts

of Laufanne I again lived in the pleafures and ftudies of my early

youth. Shaping my courfe through Dijon and Befanfon, in the

laft of which places I was kindly entertained by my coufin Adon, I

arrived in the month of May 1763 on the banks of the Leman

Lake. It had been my intention to pafs the Alps in the autumn,

but fuch are the fimple attra£lions of the place, that the year had

almoft expired before my departure from Laufanne in the enfuing

fpring. An abfence of five years had not made much alteration in

manners, or even in perfons. My old friends, of both fexes, hailed

my voluntary return j the moft genuine proof of my attachment.

They had been flattered by the prefent of my book, the produce of

their foil ; and the good Pavilliard ihed tears of joy as he embraced

a pupil, whofe literary merit he might fairly impute to his own

labours. To my old lift I added fome new acquaintance, and among

the ftrangers I fhall diftinguifh Prince Lewis of Wirtemberg, the

brother of the reigning Duke, at whofe country-houfe, near Lau-

fanne, I frequently dined : a wandering meteor, and at length a

falling ftar, his light and ambitious fpirit had fucceflively dropped

from the firmament of PrufTia, of France, and of Auftria ; and his

faults, which he ftiled his misfortunes, had driven him into phllofo-

phic exile in the Pais de Vaud. He could now moralize on the va-

nity of the world, the equality of mankind, and the happinefs of

a private ftation. His addrefs was affable and polite, and as he had

2. flione
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fhone in courts and armies, his memory could lupply, and his elo-

quence could adorn, a copious fund of interefting anecdotes. His

firft enthuliafm was that of charity and agriculture ; but the fage

gradually lapfed in the faint, and Prince Lewis of Wirtemberg is

now buried in a hermitage near Mayence, in the laft ftage of myftic

devotion. By fome ecclefiaftical quarrel, Voltaire had been pro-

voked to withdraw himfelf from Laufanne, and retire to his caftiv:

at Fernev, where I again vifited the poet and the adtor, without

feeking his more intimate acquaintance, to which I might now have

pleaded a better title. But the theatre which he had founded, the

aftors whom he had formed, fiu-vived the lofs of their mafter ; and

recent from Paris, I attended with pleafure at the reprefentation of

feveral tragedies and comedies. I fliall not defcend to fpecify par-

ticular names and charaders ; but I cannot forget a private inftitu-

tion, which will difplay the innocent freedom of Swifs manners.

My favourite' foclety had affumed, from the age of its members, the

proud denomination of the fpring (la focietc du printems). It

confided of fifteen or twenty young unmarried ladies, of genteel,

though not of the very firft families ; the eldefl: perhaps about

twenty, all agreeable, feveral handfome, and two or three of ex-

quifite beauty. At each other's houfes they afiembled almoft every day,

without the controul, or even the prefence, of a mother or an aunt;

they were trufted to their own prudence, among a crowd of young

men of every nation in Europe. They laughed, they fung, they

danced, they played at cards, they a<3:ed comedies ; but in the midft

of this carelefs gaiety, they refpefted themfelves, and were refpefted

by the men ; the invifible line between liberty and licentioufnefs was

never trangrefied by a gefture, a word, or a look, and their virgin

chaftity was never fullied by the breath of fcandal or fufpicion. A
fmgular inftitution, expreffive of the innocent fimplicity of Swifs man-

ners. After having tafted the luxury of England and Paris, I could not

have returned with fatisfaQion to the coarfe and homely table of Ma-

dame
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dame Pavillbrd ; nor was her hufband ofiended that I now entered my-

Iclf as z.petiftoiiatrc^ or boarder, in the elegant houfeof Mr. DeMefery

which may he entitled to a fliort remembrance, as it has flood above

twenty yciU's, perhaps, without a parallel in Europe. The houfe in

which we lodged was fpacious and convenient, in the beft ftreet, and

commanding, from behind, a noble profpcd: over the country and the

Lake. Our table was fervedwith neatnefs and plenty j the boarders

were feleft ; we had the liberty of inviting any guefts at a dated

price ; and in the fummer the fcene was cccafionally transferred to

a pleafant villa, about a league from Laufanne. The characters of

Mafter and Miftrefs were happily fuited to each other, and to their

fituation. At the age of feventy-five, Madame de Mefery, who

has furvived her hufband, is ftlU a graceful, I had almoft faid a

handfome woman. She was alike qualified to prefide in her kitchen

and her drawing-room ; and fuch was the equal propriety of her con-

duct, that of two or three hundred foreigners, none ever failed in

refpeft, none could complain of her negle£l, and none could ever

boaft of her favour. Mefery himfelf, of the noble family of De

Croufaz, was a man of the world, a jovial companion, whofe eafy

manners and natural fallies maintained the cheerfulnefs of his houfe.

His wit could laugh at his own ignorance : he difguifed, by an air

of profufion, a fi:ri<f:i attention to his intereft ; and in this fitu-

ation, he appeared like a nobleman who fpent his fortune and enter-

•tained his friends. In this agreeable fociety I refided nearly eleven

months (May 1763—April 1764) ; and in this fecond vifit to Lau-

fanne, among a crowd of my Englifh companions, I knew and

efteemed Mr. Holroyd (now Lord Sheffield) ; and our mutual at-

tachment was renewed and fortified in the fubfequent ftages of our

Italian joui-ney. Our lives are in the power of chance, and a flight

variation on either fide, in time or place, might have deprived me
of a friend, whofe at^ivity in the ardour of youth was always

prompted
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prompted by a benevolent heart, and direded by a ftrong under-

llanding *.

If

* Journal, Septembre 16, 1763.]—***** et **«* nous out quitte. Le premier

cfl une mechante bete, groffier, ignorant, et fans ufage du monde. Sa violence lui a

fait vingt mauvaifes affaires ici. On vouloit cependant lui faire entreprendre le voyage

d'ltalie, mais **** refufant de I'y accompagner, on a pris le partie de le rapeller en

Angleterre en le faifant pafler par Paris. **** eft philofophe, et fort inftruit, mais

froid et nuUcment homme d'efprit. II eft las de courir le monde avec des jeunes foux.

Apres avoir rendu celui-ci a fa famille, il compte venir chcrcher le repos et la re-

traite dans ce pays. Qu'il a raifon !

Septembre ai"".]—J'ai effuye une petite mortification au cercle. Le depart de

Frcy ayant fait vacquer I'emploi de diredleur des etrangers, on m'avoit fait en-

trevoir qu'on me le deftinoit, et ma franchife naturelle ne m'avoit pas permis de diffi-

muler que je le recevrois avec plaifir, et que je m'y attendois. Cependant le pluralite

des voix I'a donne a M. Roel Hollandois. J'ai vu qu'on a faifi le premier moment

que les loix permettoient de balloter, et que, fi j'avois voulu ralTembler mes amis, je

i'aurois emporte ; mais je fais en meme terns que je I'aurois eu il y a trois mois, fans y

fonger un moment. Ma reputation baifTe ici avec quelque raifon, et j'ai des ennemis.

Septembre 25™°."]—J'ai pafle I'apres diner chez Madame de **«**. Je ne I'avois

pas vue depuis le 14 de ce mois. Elle ne m'a point parle, ni n'a paru s'etre apper9ue

de mon abfence. Ce filence m'a fait de la peine. J'avois une tres belle reputation ici

pour les mceurs, mais je vois qu'on commence a me confondre avec mes compatriotes

et a me regarder comme un homme qui aime le vin et le defordre.

Oftobre 15"'.]—J'ai paffe I'apres midi chez Madame de Mefery. Elle vouloit

me faire rencontrer avec une Demoifelle Fran^oife qii'elle a prie a fouper ; cette De-

moifelle, qui s'apelle Le Franc, a fix pieds de haut. Sa taille, fa figure^ fon ton, fa

converfation, tout annonce le grenadier le plus determine, mais un grenadier, qui a de

I'efprit, des connoiflances, et I'ufage du monde. AufFi fon fexe, fon nom, fon

etat, tout eft myftere. Elle fe dit Parifienne, fille de condition, qui s'eft retiree

dans ce pays pour caufe de religion. Ne feroit ce pas plutot pour une affaire

d'honneur ?

Laufanne, Decembre 16"", 1763.]—Je me fuis leve tard, et une vifite fort amicale de

M. de Chandieu Villars *, m'a enleve ce qui me reftoit de la matinee. INI. de Chandieu

a fervi en France avec diftindlion, et s'eft retire avec le grade de marechal de camp.

C'eft une homme d'une grande politeffe, d'un efprit vif et facile ; il feroit aujourdhui a

foixante ans, I'agrement d'une fociete de jeunes filles. C'eft prefque le feul etranger

qui ait pu acquerir I'aifance des manieres Fran9oifes, fans en prendre en meme terns

les airs bruyans et etourdis.

* The father of Madame de Scvery, ^who^e family were Mr. Gibbon's mod intimate friends, after

t.e had itltleJ at Laul'anne in tlie year 1783. S.

Laufanne,
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If my ftudics at Paris had been confined to the ftudy of the world,

three or four months would not have been unproiitably fpent. My
vilits,

Laufiinne, Decembre 18^'', 1763.]—C'etoit un Dimanche de Communion. Les

ceremonies religieufes font bien entendues dans ce pays. Elles font rares, et par la

meme plus refpeclees *, les Viellards fe plaignent a la verite du refroidifTement de la

devotion ; cependant un jour, comme celui-ci, ofFre encore un fpe£lacle tres edifiant.

Point d'affaires, point d'aflemblee; on s'interdit jufqu'au ivhi/l fi neceflaire a rcxiilciicc

d'un Laufannois.

Decembre 31'"^.]—Jettons un coup d'oell fur cette annee 1763. Voyons com-

ment j'ai employe cette portion de mon exillence qui s'eft ecoulee et qui ne rc-

viendra plus. Le mois de Janvier s'efl pafl'e dans le fein de ma famille a qui il

falloit facrifier tous mes momens, parcequ'ils etoient les derniers dans les foins d'un

depart et dans I'embarras d'un voyage. Dans ce voyage cependant je trouvai moyen.

de lire les lettres de Bufcequius, Miniftre Imperial a la Porte. Elles font auffi iiite-

reflantes qu'inftrudlives. Je reftai a Paris depuis le 28 Janvier jufqu'au 9 Mai.

Pendant tout ce terns je n'etudiai point. Les amufements m'occupoient beaucoup, et

I'habitude de la diflipation, qu'on prend fi facilement dans les grandes villee, ne me per-

mettoient pas de mettre a profit le tems qui me demeuroit. A la verite, fi j'ai pen

feuillete les livres, I'obfervation de tous les objets curieux qui fe prefentent dans une

grandecapitale, et la converfation avec les plus grands hommesdu fiecle, m'ont inftruit

de beaucoup de chofes que je n'aurois point trouve dans les livres. Les fept ou huit

derniers mois de cette annee ont ete plus tranquilles. Des que je me fuis vii etabli a

Laufanne, j'ai entrepris une etude fuivie fur la gt ographie ancienne de I'ltalie. Mon
ardeur s'eft tres bien foutenue pendant fix femaines jufqu'a la fin du mois de Juin.

Ce fut alors qu'uri voyage de Geneve interrompit un peu mon affiduite, que le fejour

de Mefery m'offrit mille diftraiSlions, et que la fociete de Sauffure acheva de me faire

perdre mon tems. Je repris mon travail avec ce Journal au milieu d'Aout, et depuis ce

tems, jufqu'au commencement de Novembre, j'ai mis a profit tous mes inftans
; j'avoue

que pendant les deux derniers mois mon ardeur s'eft un peu rallantic. p'raeit^ Dans
cette etude fuivie j'ai lu : i. Presf dedeux livres de la ge'ograpliie de Slrabon fur I'ltalie

deux fois. 2. Une partie du deuxieme livre de I'hiftoire naturelle de Pline. 3. Le
quatrieme chapitre du deuxieme livre de Pomponius Mela. 4. Les Itincraires d'x\ntonin,

et de Jerufalem pour ce qui regarde I'ltalie. Je les ai lus avec ks Commentaires de

Weffeling, &c. J'en ai tire des tables de toutes les grandes routes de I'ltalie, reduifant

partout les milles Remains, en milles Anglois, et en lieues de France, felon les calculs

de M. d'Anville. 5. L'Hiftoire des Grands Chemius de TEmpire Romain, par RL
Bergier, deux volumes in 4'. 5. Quelques Extraits choifis de Ciceron, Tite Live,

Velleius Paterculus, Tacite, et les deux Plines. La Roma Veins de Nardini et plu-

fieurs autresopufcules fur le meme fujet qui compofent prefque tout le quatrieme tome

du Trefor des Antiquites Romajnes de Grasvius. 7- VItalia Antiqua de Cluvier, en

VOL. I. B- dcuK
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vifits, however fuperficial, to the Academy of Medals and the public

libraries, opened a new field of inquiry ; and the view of fo many

manufcripts

deux volumes in folio. 8. Ultcr ou le Voyage de CI. Rutillius Numatianus dans les

Gaules. 9. Les Catalogues de Virgile. 10. Celui de Silius Italicus. 1 1. Le Voyage

d'Horace a Bnindufium. N. B. J'ai lu deux fois ces trois derniers morceaux. 12. Le

Traite fur les Mcfures Itineraires par M. d'Anville, et quelques Memoires de I'Academic

des Belles Lettres. II""'"', On me fit attendre Nardini de la Bibliotheque de Geneve.

Je voulus remplir ce moment de vuide par la le£ture de Juiwaal, poete qui je ne con-

noiffois encore que de reputation. Je le lu deux fois avec plaifir et avec foin. Ill"""',

Pendant I'annee j'ai lu quelques journaux, entre autres le Journal Etranger depuis fon

commencement, un tome des Nouvelles de Bayle, et les xxxv premiers volumes de la

Bibliotheque raifonnee. 'IV'"'", J'ai beaucoup ecrit de mon Recueil Gcographique de

ritalie qui eft deja bien ample et aflez curieux, V""'"-, Je ne dois point oublier ce

journal meme qui eft devenu un ouvrage ; 214 pages en quatre mois et demi et des

pages des mieux fournies font an objet confiderable. AufTi fans compter un grand

nombre d'obfervatioixs detacliees, il s'y trouve des differtations favantes et raifunees.

Celle du paflage d'Annibal contient dix pages, et celle fur le guerre fociale en a douze.

Mais ces morceaux font trop etendus, et le journal nieme a befoin d'une reforme qui

lui retranche quantite de pieces qui font aflez etrangeres a fon veritable plan. Apres

avoir un peu reflechi la deflus, voici quelques regies que je me fuis faites fur les objets

qui lui conviennent. I'""', Toute ma vie civile et privee, mes amufemens, mes liaifons,

mes ecarts meme, et toutes mes reflexions qui ne roulent que fur des fujets qui me font

perfonels, je conviens que tout cela n'eft intereflant qiie pour moi, mais auffi ce n'eft

que pour moi que j'ecris mon journal. II""', Tout ce que j'spprcns par I'obfervation

ou la converfation. A I'egard de celle-ci je ne rapporterai que ce que je tieiis de per-

fonnes tout a la fois inftruites et veridiques, lorfqu'il eft queftion de faits, ou du petit

nombre de ceux qui meritent le titre de grand homme, s'il s'agit de fentimens et d'opi-

nions. Ill"'"', J'y mettrai foigneufement tout ce qu'on pent appeller la partie ma-

terlelle de mes etudes ; combien d'heures j'ai travaille, combien de pages j'ai ecrit

ou lu, avec une courte notice du fujet qu'elles contenoient. IV-ncnt^ jg fejQJs fache

de lire fans reflechir fur mes ledures, fans porter des jugemens raifonnes fur mes
auteurs, et fans eplucher avec foin leurs idees et leurs exprefiions. Mais tou:e lefture

ne fournit pas egalement. II y a des livres qu'on parcourt, et il y en a qu'on lit; il

y ea a enfin qu'on doit etudier. Mes obfervations fur ceux de la premiere clafle ne

peuvent qu'etre courtes et detachees. Elles conviennent au journal. Celles qui re-

gardent la feconde clafle n'y entreront qu'autant qu'elles auront le meme caraftere,
ymcnt^ Mes reflexions fur ce petit nombre d'auteurs clafliques, qu'on medite avec foin,

feront naturellement plus approfondies et plus fuivies. C'cft pour elles, et pour des

pieces plus etendues et plus originales, aux quelles la le£l:ure ou la meditation pent donner

iieu, que je fcrai un recueil fepare. Je conferverai cependant fa liaifoji avec le Journal

par
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manufcrlpts of different ages and charadlers Induced me to confult the

two great Bcnedidine works, the Diphmatica of Mabillon, and the

Pahtographia of Montfaucon. I ftudied the theory without attain-

ing the pradlice of the art : nor fhould I complain of the intricacy of

pnr des renvois conftans qui marqueront le numero de chaque piece avec le terns et

roccafion de fa compofuion. Moyennant ces precautions mon journal ne peut que
m'etre utile. Ce compte exadl de mon terns m'en fera mieux fentir le prix ; il difli-

pera par fon detail, I'illufion qu'on fe fait d'invifager feulement les annees et les mois
et de meprifer les heures et les jours. Je ne dis rien de I'agrement. C'en eft un bien

grand cependant de pouvoir rcpafler chaque epoque de fa vie, et de fe placer, dcs

qu'on le veut, au milieu de toutes les petites fcenes qu'on a joue, ou qu'on a vu jouer.

6 Avril 1764.]—J'ai ete eveille par Pavilliard et H**** pour arreter une facheufe

affaire qui s'etoit paflee au bal apres notrc depart. G**** qui faifoit fa cour a Ma-
demoifelle ****** depuis long terns, voyoit avec peine que ****** (****##^ menacoit
de le fupplanter. li ne repondoit jamais aux politefles de fon rival, que par des

brufqueries ; et a la fin a I'occafion de la main de Mademolfclle ******
;i $'emporta

centre lui le plus mal \ propos du monde, et le traita devant tout le monde d'impeiti-

mntt &c. J'ai appris de Pavilliard que ****** lui avoit envoye un cartel, et que la

reponfe de G**** ne I'ayant point contente ils devoient fe rencontrer a cinq heures

du foir. Au defefpoir de voir mon ami engage dans une affaire qui ne pouvoit que
lui faire du tort, j'ai couru chez M. de Croufaz oii demeuroit **«***. j'^j bientot

vu qu'il ne lui falloit qu'une explication affez legere, jointe a quelque apologie de la

part de G**** pour le defarmer, et je fuis retourne chez lui avec H**** pour I'en-

gager a la donner. Nous lui avons fait comprendre que I'aveu d'une veritable tort nc
bleflbit jamais I'honneur, et que fon infulte envers les dames auffi bien qu'envers ***«*

ctoit fans excufe. Je lui ai di£te un billet convenable, mais fans la moindre baflefTe,

que j'ai porte au HoUandois. II a rendu les armes fur le champ, lui a fait la reponfe

la plus polie, et m'a remercie mille fois du role que j'avois fait. En verite cet homme
ii'efl pas difficile. Apres diner j'ai vu nos dames a qui j'ai porte une lettre d'excufcs.

La mere n'en veut plus a G****, mais Mademoifelle ****** eft defolee du tort que

cette affaire peut lui faire dans le monde. Cette negoclation m'a pris le jour entier;

mais peut on mieux employer un jour qu'a fauver la vie, peutetrc a deux perfonnes, et

a conferver la reputation d'un ami .'' Au refte j'ai vu au fond plus d'un caractere.

G**** eft brave, vrai, et fense, mais d'une impetuofite qui n'eft que plus dan-

gereufe pour etre fupprimee a I'ordinaire. C***** eft d'une etourderie d'enfant. De
S'*** d'une indifference qui vient bien plus d'un defaut de fenfibilite, que d'un exces

de raifon. J'ai con^u une veritable amitie pour H****. II a beaucoup de raifon et des

fentimens d'honneur avec un coeur des mieux place.

R 2 Greek
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Greek abbreviations and Gothic alphabets, fince every day, In a fa-

miliar language, I am at a lofs to decypher the hieroglyphics of a

female note. In a tranquil fcene, which revived the memory of my
firft ftudles, Idlenefs would have been lefs pardonable : the public

libraries of Laufanne and Geneva liberally fupplied me with books

;

and If many hours were loft in difTipatlon, many more were em-

ployed in literary labour. In the country, Horace and Virgil, Ju-

venal and Ovid, were my affiduous companions : but, In town, I

formed and executed a plan of ftudy for the ufe of my Tranfalpine

expedition : the topography of old Rome, the ancient geography of

Italy, and the fcience of medals, i. I diligently read, almoft always,

with my pen in my hand, the elaborate treatifes of NardinI, Donatus,

&c. which fill the fourth volume of the Roman Antiquities of

Grxvius. 2. I next undertook and finifhed the Italia Aiitiqua of

Cluverlus, a learned native of Pruffia, who had meafured, on foot,

every fpot, and has compiled and digefted every paflage of the

ancient writers. Thefe paflages in Greek or Latin authors I perufed

in the text of Cluverlus, in two folio volumes : but I feparately read

the defcriptions of Italy by Strabo, Pliny, and Pomponius Mela, the

Catalogues of the Epic poets, the Itineraries of WefTeling's Anto-

ninus, and the coafting Voyage of Rutilius Numatianus ; and I ftudied

two kindred fubjedts in the Mefures Itineraires of d'Anville, and the

copious work of Bergier, Hijloire des grands Chemhis de VErnpire

Roma'in. From thefe materials I formed a table of roads and diftances

reduced to our Engllfh meafure ; filled a folio commoa-place book

with my coUedions and remarks on the geography of Italy; and in-

ferted in my journal many long and learned notes on the Infulse and'

populoufnefs of Rome, the focial war, the paffage of the Alps by

Hannibal, &c. 3. After glancing my eye over Addifon's agreeable

dialogues, I more ferioufly read the great work of Ezechiel Spanheim

dc Frajlantia et Ujii Ntimifmatum^ and applied with him the medals.

of
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of the kings and emperors, the families and colonies, to the llluftration

of ancient hiftory. And thus was I armed for my Italian journey *.

I fliall advance with rapid brevity in the narrative of this tour, in

which fomewhat more than a year (April 1764—May 1765) was

agreeably employed. Content with tracing my line of march, and

nightly touching on my perfonal feelings, I fhall wave the minute

inveftigation of the fcenes which have been viewed by thoufands,

and defcribed by hundreds, of our modern travellers. Rome is the

* Journal, Laufanne, Avril 17, 1764.]—Guifeetmoi, nous avonsdonneun diner

excellent et beaucoup de vin a Dupleix, et a beaucoup d'autres. Apres diner nous nous

fommes echappes pour faire quelques vifites aux ***, aux ***, et aux ***. Je pars

avec quelques regrets : cependant un peu de vin, et une gayete dont je ne pouvois rendre

raiibn, ni'ont rendu d'une etourderie fans pareille, vis-a-vis de ces petites. Je leur

ai dit cent folies, et nous nous fommes embraffes en riant. Mefeiy nous a donne un

tres beau fouper avec une partie de la compagnie du matin, augmentee de Bourgeois

et de Pavilliard. Ce fouper, les adieux fur tout a Pavilliard, quej'aime veritablementj

et les preparatifs du depart, m'ont occupe jufqu'a deux heures du matin.

Je quitte Laufanne avec moins de regret que la premiere fois. Je n'y laiffe plus

que des conpoiflances. C'etoit la maitreffe et I'ami dont je pleufois la perte. D'ail-

lieurs je voyois Laufanne avec les yeux encore novTces d'un jeune homme, qui lui

devoit la partie raifonable de fbn exiftence, et qui jugeolt fans objets de compa-

raifon. Aujourdhui j'y vois une ville mal batie, au milieu d'un pays delicieux, qui-

jouit de la paix et du repos, et qui les prcnd pour la liberte. Un peuple nombreus

et bien eleve, qui aime la fociete, qui y eft propre, et qui admet avec plaifir les

etrangers dans fes cotteries, qui feroient bien plus agreables, fi la coiiverfation n'avoit

pas cede la place au jeu, Les femmes font jolies, et malgre leur grande liberte, elles

font ties fages. Tout au plus peuvent ellcs etre un peu complaifuntesj dans I'ids'e

honnete, niais incertaine, de prendre un etrangcr dans leurs filets. L'afteclation elt

}e peche originel des Laufannois. AfFeftation de depenfe, aiFectation de noblefle,

affe£lation d'efprit : les deux premieres font fort repnndues, pendant que la troifie'ma

eft fort rare. Conime ce vice fe choque a tout inftantavec celui des autres, Laufanne

fe trouve partagee dans un grand nombre d'etats, dont les principes et le langage varient

a I'infini, et qui n'ont de commun que leur mepris rcciproque les uns pour les autre?.

Leur gout pour la depenfe s'accorde mal avec celui de la noblefle. lis periroient

plutot que de renoncer a leurs grandeurs, ou d'embrafler la feule profeffion qui puifie

les y foutenir. La maifon de M. de Mefery eft charmante : le caracflere franc et

genereux du Mari, les agremens de la femme, une fituation delicieufe, uiie chere ex.

cellente, la compagnie de fes compatriotes, et une liberte parfaite, font aimer ce fejour

a tout Anglois. Que je voudrois en trouver un femblable a Londres T J'y regrette

eiicore Holroyd, mais il nous fuit de pres.

great
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great objed of our pilgrimage : and ift, the journey ; 2d, the refi-

dence ; and 3d, the return ; will form the moft proper and perfpi-

cuous divifion. i . I climbed Mount Cenis, and defcended into the

plain of Piedmont, not on the back of an elephant, but on a light

ofier feat, in the hands of the dextrous and intrepid chairmen of the

Alps. The architedlure and government of Turin prefented the

fame afpedt of tame and tirefome uniformity : but the court was re-

gulated with decent and fplendid oeconomy ; and I was introduced

to his Sardinian majefty * Charles Emanuel, who, after the incom-

parable Frederic, held the fecond rank (proximus longo tamen inter-

vallo) among the kings of Europe. The fize and populoufnefs of

Milan could not furprife an inhabitant of London : but the fancy is

amufed by a vifit to the Boromean Iflands, an enchanted palace, a

work of the fairies in the midft of a lake encompafled with moun-

tains, and far removed from the haunts of men. I was lefs amufed

by the marble palaces of Genoa, than by the recent memorials of her

deliverance (in December 1 746) from the Auftrian tyranny ; and I

took a military lurvey of every fcene of a£tion within the Inclofure

of her double walls. My fteps were detained at Parma and Modena,

by the precious relics of the Farnefe and Efte colleftions : but, alas !

the far greater part had been already tranfported, by inheritance or

purchafe, to Naples and Drefden. By the road of Bologna and the

Apennine I at laft reached Florence, where I repofed from June to

September, during the heat of the fsmmer months. In the Gallery,

and efpecially in the Tribune, I firft acknowledged, at the feet of

the Venus of Medicis, that the chifTel may difpute the pre-eminence

with the pencil, a truth in the fine arts which cannot on this fide of

the Alps be felt or underftood. At home I had taken fome leflbns

of Italian : on the fpot I read, with a learned native, the claflics of

.the Tufcan idiom : but the ihortnefs of my time, and the ufe of the

* See Appendix, Letter, No. XII.

French
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French language, prevented my acquiring any facility of fpeaklng
;

and I was a filent fpedtator in the converlations of our envoy, Sir

Horace Mann, whofe mod ferlous bufinefs was that of entertaining

the Englifli at his hofpitable table *. After leaving Florence, I com-

pared the folitude of Pifa with the induftry of Lucca and Leghorn,

and continued my journey through Sienna to Rome, where I arrived

in the beginning of Odlober. 1. My temper is not very fufceptible

of enthufiafm ; and the enthufiafm which I do not feel, I have ever

fcorned to affedl. But, at the diftance of twenty-five years, I can

neither forget nor exprefs the ftrong emotions which agitated my
mind as I firft approached and entei'ed the eternal city. After a fleep-

lefs night, I trod, with a lofty Hep, the ruins of the Forum ; each

memorable fpot where Romulus ^^oo^, or Tully fpoke, or Ca:far fell,

was at once prefent to my eye ; and feveral days of intoxication

were loft or enjoyed before I could defcend to a cool and minute in-

veftigation. My guide was Mr. Byers, a Scotch antiquary of experi-

ence and tafte; but, in the daily labour of eighteen w^eeks, the

powers of attention were fometimes fatigued, till I vv^as myfelf qua-

lified, in a laft review, to fele»Sl and ftudy the capital works of

ancient and modern art. Six weeks were borrowed for my tour of

Naples, the moft populous of cities, relative to its fize, whofe luxu-

rious inhabitants feem to dv/ell on the confines of paradife and hell-

fire. I was prefented to the boy-king by our new envoy. Sir William

Hamilton ; who, wifely diverting his correfpondence from the Se-

cretary of State to the Royal Society and Britifli Mufeum, has eluci-

* Journal, Florence, Aout 9"% 1764.]—Cocchi a. dine avec nous. Nous avons

beaucoup caufe, mais je ne lui trouve pas le genre qu'on lui attribue, c'efl peutetre,

parceque les iiotres ne font pas analogues. J'entrevois de I'extravagance dans fes idees,

de FafFeftatton dans fes manieres. II fe plaint a tout moment de fa pauvrete. II

connoit peu la veritable dignite d'un Iiomme de lettres. S'il a beaucoup de fcience, elle

eft borne'e a la phyfique. II m'a deniande fi Lord Spenfer ne pouvoit pas faire des

eveques, et m'a fait un conte de Lord Lyttelton (dont il ne peut foiifFrir le fils) ou il

etoit (jueftion des Parlemens de Campagne.

2 dated



128 MEMOIRS OF

dated a country of fuch ineftimable value to the naturallft and anti-

quarian. On my return, I fondly embraced, for the lafl time, the

miracles of Rome ; but I departed without kifling the feet of Rezzo-

nico (Clement XII I. ), who neither poffefled the wit of his prede-

ceflbr Lambertini, nor the virtues of his fucceflbr Ganganelli. 3. In

my pilgrimage from Rome to Loretto I again crofled the Apennine

;

from the coaft of the Adriatic I traverfed a fruitful and populous

country, which could alone difprove the paradox of Montefquieu,

that modern Italy is a defert. Without adopting the exclufive pre-

iudice of the natives, I fmcerely admire the paintings of the Bologna

fchool. I haftened to efcape from the fad folitude of Ferrara, which

in the age of Cxfar was ftill more defolate. The fpeftacle of Ve-

nice aflbrded fome hours of aftonifliment ; the univerfity of Padua

is a dying taper : but Verona ftill boafts her amphitheatre, and his

native Vicenza is adorned by the claflic architedure of Palladio :

the road of Lombardy and Piedmont (did Montefquieu find them

without inhabitants ?) led me back to Milan, Turin, and the paflage

• of Mount Cenis, where I again crofled the Alps in my way to

Lyons.

The ufe of foreign travel has been often debated as a general

queftion ; but the conclufion muft be finally applied to the charadler

and circumftances of each individual. With the education of boys,

ivhere or how they may pafs over fome juvenile years with the leaft

mifchief to themfelves or others, I have no concern. But after fup-

pofing the previous and indifpenfable-requifites of age, judgment, a

competent knowledge of men and books, and a freedom from do-

meftic prejudices, I will briefly defcribe the qualifications which I

deem moft efl^ential to a traveller. He fhould be endowed with

an adive, indefatigable vigour of mind and body, which can feize

every mode of conveyance, and fupport, with a carelefs fmile, every

hardfliip of the road, the weather, or the inn. The benefits of foreign

travel will correfpond with the degrees of thefc qualifications j but,

in
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in this fketch, thofc to whom I am known will not accufe mc of

framing my own panegyric. It was at Rome, on the 15th of Otfto-

ber 1764, as I fat mufmg amidft the ruins of the Capitol, while the

bare-footed fryars were finging vefpers in the Temple of Jupiter *,

that the idea of writing the decline and fall of the city firfl ftarted to

my mind. But my original plan was circumfcribed to the decay of

the city rather than of the empire : and, though my reading and re-

fledlions began to point towards that objed:, fome years elapfed, and

feveral avocations intervened, before I was ferioufly engaged in the

execution of that laborious work.

I had not totally renounced the fouthern provinces of France, but

the letters which I found at Lyons were expreffive of fome impa-

tience. Rome and Italy had fatiated my curious appetite, and I was

now ready to return to the peaceful retreat of my family and books.

After a happy fortnight I reluctantly left Paris, embarked at Calais,

again landed at Dover, after an interval of two years and five months,

and haftily drove through the fummer duft and folitude of London.

On the 25th of June 1765 I arrived at my father's houfe : and the

five years and a half between my travels and my father's death (1770)

are the portion of my life which I pafled with the leafl: enjoyment,

and which I remember with the leaft fatisfadtion. Every fpring I

attended the monthly meeting and exercife of the militia at South-

ampton ; and by the refignation of my jflither, and the death of Sir

Thomas Worfley, I was fucceffively promoted to the rank of major

and lieutenant-colonel commandant : but I was each year more dif-

gufted with the Inn, the wine, the company, and the tirefome repe-

tition of annual attendance and daily exercife. Ac home, the oeco-

nomy of the family and farm ftill maintained the fame creditable ap-

pearance. My connexion with Mrs. Gibbon was mellowed into a

warm and folid attachment : my growing years abolifhed the diftance

* Now the church of the Zoccolants, or Francifcan Friars. S.

VOL. I. S that
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that might yet remain between a parent and a fon, and my beha-

viour fatisfied my father, who was proud of the fuccefs, however

imperfect in his own Ufe-time, of my literary talents. Our foli-

tude was foon and often enlivened by the vifit of the friend of my
youth, Mr. Deyverdun, whofe abfence from Laufanne I had fmcerely

lamented. About three years after my firfl departure, he had emi-

grated from his native lake to the banks of the Oder in Germany.

The res angnjla dom'i^ the wafte of a decent patrimony, by an impro-

vident father, obliged him, like many of his countrymen, to con-

fide in his own induftry ; and he was entrufted with the education

of a young prince, the grandfon of the Margrave of Schavedt, of

the Royal Family of Pruffia. Our friendfhip was never cooled, our

correfpondence was fometimes interrupted ; but I rather wifhed than

hoped to obtain Mr. Deyverdun for the companion of my Italian

tour. An unhappy, though honourable paffion, drove him from his

German court ; and the attradlions of hope and curiofity were for-

tified by the expe£lation of my fpeedy return to England. During

four fucceflive fummers he paffed feveral weeks or months at Beri-

ton, and our free converfations, on every topic that could intereft

the heart or underftanding, would have reconciled me to a defert or

a prifon. In the winter months of London my fphere of know-

ledge and adtion was fomewhat enlarged, by the many new ac-

quaintance which I had contradVed in the militia and abroad ; and I

muft regret, as more than an acquaintance, Mr. Godfrey Clarke of

Derbyfhire, an amiable and worthy young man, who was fnatched

away by an untimely death. A weekly convivial meeting was efta-

bliflied by myfelf and travellers, under the name of the Roman

Club *.

* The members were Lord Mountftuart (now Earl of Bute), Colonel Edmonftone,

Weddal, Palgrave, Lord Berkley, Godfrey Clarke, Holroyd (Lord Sheffield), Major

Ridley, Sir William Guize, Sir John Aubrey, Lord Abingdon, Hon. Peregrine Bertie,

Cleaver, Hon. John Damer, Hon. George Damcr (Lord Milton), Sir Thomas Gaf-

coygne. Sir John Hort, E. Gibbon.

2 The
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The renewal, or perhaps the improvement, of my Englifli hfe

was embittered by the alteration of my own feelings. At the age

of twenty-one I was, in my proper ftation of a youth, delivered

from the yoke of education, and delighted with the comparative

ftate of liberty and affluence. My filial obedience was natural and

eafy ; and in the gay profpedt of futurity, my ambition did not ex-

tend beyond the enjoyment of my books, my leifure, and my pa-

trimonial eftate, undifturbed by the cares of a family and the duties

of a profefTion. But in the militia I was armed with power ; in my
travels, I was exempt from controul ; and as I approached, as I

gradually pafTcd my thirtieth year, I began to feel the deiire of

being mafter ,in my own houfe. The mod gentle authority will

fometimes frown without reafon, the moft cheerful fubmiffion will

fometimes murmur without caufe ; and fuch is the law of our im-

perfed nature, that we mull either command or obey ; that our

perfonal liberty is fupported by the obfequioufnefs of our own de-

pendants. While fo many of my acquaintance were married or In

parliament, or advancing with a rapid ftep in the various roads of

honour and fortune, I flood alone, immoveable and infignificant

;

for after the monthly meeting of 1770, I had even withdrav/n my-

felf from the militia, by the refignation of an empty and barren

commifTion. My temper is not fufceptible of envy, and the view

of fuccefsful merit has always excited my warmed; applaufe. The
miferies of a vacant life were never known to a man whofe hours

were infufficient for the inexhauftible pleafures of ftudy. But I

lamented that at the proper age I had not embraced the lucrative

purfuits of the law or of trade, the chances of civil office or India

adventure, or even the fat {lumbers of the church ; and my repent-

ance became more lively as the lofs of time was more irretrievable.

Experience fhewed me the ufe of grafting my private confequence

on the importance of a great profeflional body ; the benefits of thofe

.firm connections which are cemented by hope and intereft, by grati-

s 2 tude
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tude and emulation, by the mutual exchange of fervlccs and favours.

From the emoluments of a profeflion I might have derived an ample

fortune, or a competent income, inftead of being ftinted to the fame

narrow allowance, to be increafed only by an event which I fmcerely

deprecated. The progrefs and the knowledge of our domeflic dif-

orders aggravated my anxiety, and I began to apprehend that I

might be left in my old age without the fruits either of induftry or

inheritance.

In the firft fummer after my return, whilft I enjoyed at Beritoa

the fociety of my friend Deyverdun, our daily converfations expa-

tiated over the field of antient and modern literature ; and we freely

difcuffed my (Indies, my firft Elfay, and my future projects. The

Decline and Fall of Rome I ftill contemplated at an awful diftance t

but the two hiftorical defigns which had balanced my choice were

fubmitted to his tafte ; and in the parallel between the Revolutions

of Florence and Switzerland, our common partiality for a country

which was bis by birth, and mtMe by adoption, inclined the fcale in

favour of the latter. According to the plan, which was foon con-

ceived and digefted, I embraced a period of two hundred years,

from the aflbciation of the three peafants of the Alps to the plenitude

and profperity of the Helvetic body in the fixteenth century. I

fhould have defcribed the deliverance and vidory of the Swifs, who

have never fhed the blood of their tyrants but in a field of battle j

the laws and manners of the confederate ftates ; the fplendid tro-

phies of the Auftrian, Burgundian, and Italian wars ; and the wif-

dom of a nation, who, after feme fallies of martial adventure, has

been content to guard the bleffings of peace with the fword of

freedom.

Manus haec inlmica tyrannis

Enfe petit placidam fub libertate quietem.

My judgment, as well as my enthufiafm, was fatisfied with thfc

glorious theme ; and the alfiftance of Deyverdun feemed to rem.ove

an
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an Infuperable obftacle. The French or Latin memorials, of which

I was not ignorant, are inconriderable in number and weight ; but

in the perfed acquaintance of my friend with the German language,

I found the key of a more valuable colledlion. The moft neceflary

books were procured ; he tranflated, for my ufe, the folio volume of

Schilling, a copious and contemporary relation of the war of Bur-

gundy ; we read and marked the mofi; interefling parts of the great

chronicle of Tfchudi ; and by his labour, or that of an inferior a.C-

fiftant, large extracts were made from the Hiftory of LaufFer and

the Didlionary of Lew : yet fuch was the diftance and delay, that

two years elapfed in thefe preparatory fteps ; and it was late in the

third fummer (1767) before I entered, with thefe flender materials^

on the more agreeable tafk of compofition. A fpecimen of my
Hiftory, the firft book, was read the following winter in a literary

fociety of foreigners in London ; and as the author was unknown,

I liftened, without obfervation, to the free ftridlures, and unfavour-

able fentence, of my judges*. The momentary fenfation was pain-

ful
;

* Mr. Hume feems to have had a different opinion of this worE.

From Mr. ?Iume to Mr. Gibbon.
Si r.

It is but a few days ago fince M. Deyverdun put your manufcript into my hands,

and I have perufed it with great pleafure and fatisfadlion. I have only one objec-

tion, derived from the language in which it is written. Why do you compofe in

French, and carry faggots into the wood, as Horace fays with regard to Romans
who wrote in Greek ? I grant that you have a like motive to thofe Romans, and

adopt a language much more generally diftufed than your native tongue : but have

you not remarked the fate of thofe two ancient languages in following ages ? The
Latin, though then lefs celebrated, and confined to more narrow limits, has in fome

meafure outlived the Greek, and is now more generally underflood by men of letters.

Let the French, therefore, triumph in the prefent diifufian of their tongue. Our
folid and increafing eftablifhments in America, where we need lefs dread the inun-

dation of Barbarians, promlfe a fuperior ftability and duration to the Englifh lan-

guage.

Your ufe of the French tongue has alfo led you into a ftyle more poetical and

figurative, and more highly coloured, than our language feems to admit di in hifto-

ricaL
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ful ; but their condemnation was ratified by my cooler thoughts.

I delivered my imperfedt fheets to the flames j", and forever re-

nounced a defign in which fome expence, much labour, and more

time, had been fo vainly confumed. I cannot regret the lofs of a

flight and fuperficial eflay ; for fuch the work muft have been in

the hands of a ftranger, uninformed by the fcholars and fl:atefmen,

and remote from the libraries and archives of the Swifs republics.

My antient habits, and the prefence of Deyverdun, encouraged me to

write in French for the continent of Europe ; but I v^^'ls confcious

myfelf that my ftyle, above profe and below poetry, degenerated

into a verbofe and turgid declamation. Perhaps I may impute the

failure to the injudicious choice of a foreign language. Perhaps I

may fufpedt that the language itfelf is ill adapted to fuftain the

vigour and dignity of an important narrative. But if France, fo

rich in literary merit, had produced a great original hifl;orian, his

genius would have formed and fixed the idiom to the proper tone,

the peculiar mode of hifl:orical eloquence.

rlcal produ£tions : for fuch is the pra£lice of French writers, particularly the more

recent ones, who iihiminate their pi£lures more than cuftom will permit us. On the

whole, your Hiftory, in my opinion, is written with fpirit and judgment; and I ex-

hort you very earneflly to continue it. The objeflions that occurred to me on reading

It, were fo frivolous, that I fliall not trouble you with them, and fliould, I believe,

have a diihculty to recolle£t them. I am, with great efteem,

S I R,

London, Your moft obedient,

2;]th of 06l. 17<57» and moft humble Servant,

(Signed) David Hume.

+ He ne"^lecled to burn them. He left at Sheffield-Place the introduflion, or firft

book. In forty-three pages folio, written in a very fmall hand, befides a confiderable

number of notes. If Mr. Gibbon had not declared his judgment, perhaps Mr-

Hume's opinion, expreffed in the letter in the laft note, might have jullilied the pub-

lication of it. S.

It
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It was in fearch of fome liberal and lucrative employment that my
friend Deyverdun had vifited England. His remittances from home

were fcanty and precarious. My purfe was always open, but it was

often empty ; and I bitterly felt the want of riches and power,

which might have enabled me to correal: the errors of his fortune.

His wifhes and qualifications folicited the ftation of the travelling

governor of fome wealthy pupil ; but every vacancy provoked fo

many eager candidates, that for a long time I ftruggled without

fuccefs ; nor was it till after much application that I could even

place him as a clerk in the office of the fecretary of ftate. In a

refidence of feveral years he never acquired the juft pronunciation

and familiar ufe of the Englifh tongue, but he read our mofl dif-

ficult authors with eafe and tafte : his critical knowledge of our

language and poetry was fuch as few foreigners have poffefled ; and

few of our countrymen could enjoy the theatre of Shakefpeare and

Garrick with more exquifite feeling and difcernment. The confci-

oufnefs of his own ftrength, and the aflurance of my aid, embold-

ened him to imitate the example of Di-. Maty, whofe yournal Bri-

tamiique was efteemed and regretted ; and to improve his model, by

uniting with the tranfa£tions of literature a philofophic view of the

arts and manners of the BritilTi nation. Our Journal for the year

1767, under the title of Memoires Literaires de la Grand Bretagne^

was foon finifhed and fent to the prefs. For the firft article, Lord

Lyttelton's Hillory of Henry II. I muft own myfelf refponfible

;

but the public has ratified my judgment of that voluminous work,

in which fenfe and learning are not illuminated by a ray of genius.

The next fpecimen was the choice of my friend, the Bath Gtiidc^

a light and whimfical performance, of local, and even verbal, plea-

fantry. I ftarted at the attempt : he fmiled at my fears : his courage

was juftified by fuccefs ; and a mafter of both languages will ap-

plaud the curious felicity with which he has transfufed into French

profe
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profe the fplrit, and even the humour, of the Enghfli verfc. It is

not my wifh to deny how deeply I was intercfted in thefe Memoirs,

of which I need not furely he afliamed ; but at the diflance of more

than twenty years, it would be impofTible for me to afcertain the

refpe(5tive fhares of the two aflbciates. A long and intimate com-

munication of ideas had caft our fentiments and ftyle in .the fame

mould. In our focial labours we compofed and corredled by turns

;

and the praife which I might honeftly beftow, would fall perhaps on

fdme article or paffiige moft properly my own. A fecond volume

(for the year 1768) was publiflied of thefe Memoirs. I will pre-

fume to fay, that their merit was fuperior to their reputation ; but it

is not lefs true, that they were produdlive of more reputation than

emolument. They introduced my friend to the protedlion, and

myfelf to the acquaintance, of the Earl of Chefterfield, whofe age

and infirmities fecluded him from the world ; and of Mr. David

Hume, who was under-fecretary to the office in which Deyverdun

was more humbly employed. The former accepted a dedication,

(April 12th, 1769,) and referved the author for the future educa-

cation of his fuccefTor : the latter enriched the Journal with a reply

to Mr. Walpole's Hiilorical Doubts, which he afterwards fhaped

into the form of a note- The materials of the third volume were

almoft completed, when I recommended Deyverdun as governor to

Sir Richard Worfley, a youth, the fon of my old Lieutenant-co-

lonel, who was lately deceafed. They fet forwards on their travels

;

nor did they return to England till fome time after my father's

deatK.

My next publication was an accidental fally of love and refent-

ment ; of my reverence for modeft genius, and my averfion for in-

folent pedantry. The fixth book of the jEneid is the moft pleafing

and perfetS: compofition of Latin poetry. The defcent of jEneas

and the Sybil to the infernal regions, to the world of fpirits, expands

an
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an awful and boundlefs profped, from the nodlurnal gloom of the

Cumxan grot,

Ibant obfcurl fola fub node per umbram,

to the meridian brightnefs of the Elyfian fields

;

Largior hie campos sether et lumine veftit

Purpureo

from the dreams of fimple Nature, to the dreams, alas ! of Egyptian

theology, and the philofophy of the Greeks. But the final dif-

miffion of the hero through the ivory gate, whence

Falfa ad coelum mittunt infomnia manes,

feems to difTolve the whole enchantment, and leaves the reader in a

ftate of cold and anxious fcepticifm. This moft lame and impotent

conclufion has been varioufly imputed to the tafte or irreligion of

Virgil ; but, according to the more elaborate interpretation of Bifhop

Warburton, the defcent to hell is not a falfe, but a mimic fcene

;

which reprefents the initiation of ^neas, in the character of a law-

giver, to the Eleufinian myfteries. This hypothefis, a Angular

chapter in the Divine Legation of Mofes, had been admitted by-

many as true ; it was praifed by all as ingenious ; nor had it

been expofed, in a fpace of thirty years, to a fair and critical dif-

cuffion. The learning and the abilities of the author had raifed

him to a juft eminence ; but he reigned the didator and tyrant of

the world of literature. The real merit of Warburton was degraded

by the pride and prefumption with which he pronounced his infal-

lible decrees ; in his polemic writings he lalhed his antagonifts with-

out mercy or moderation ; and his fervile flatterers, (fee the bafe and

malignant Eflay on the Delicacy of Friend/hip^) exalting the mafter

critic far above Ariftotle and Longinus, aflaulted every modeft dif-

fenter who refufed to confult the oracle, and to adore the idol. In

a land of liberty, fuch defpotifm muft provoke a general oppofition,

VOL. I. T and
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and the zeal of oppofit'on is feldom candid or impartial. A late

profcffor of Oxford, (Dr. Lowth,) in a pointed and polifhed epiftle,

(Augull 31ft, 1765,) defended himfelf, and attacked tlie Bidiop
;

and, whatfoever might be the merits of an infignificant controverfy,

his vidory was clearly eftablifhed by the filent confufion of War-

burton and his flaves. / too, without any private offence, was am-

bitious of breaking a lance againft the giant's fhield ; and in the be-

ginning of the year 1770, my Critical Obfervations on the Sixth

Book- of the jEneid were fent, without my name, to the prefs. In

this {hort Eflay, my firft Englifli publication, I aimed my ftrokes

againft the perfon and the hypothefis of Bifhop Warburton. I

proved, at leaft to my own fatisfadion, that the antient lawgivers

did not invent the myfteries, and that ^neas was never inverted

with the office of lawgiver : that there is not any argument, any

«arcumftance, which can melt a fable into allegory, or remove the

fcene from the Lake Avernus to the Temple of Ceres : that fuch a

wild fuppofition is equally injurious to the poet and the man : that

if Virgil was not initiated he could not, if he were he would not,

reveal the fecrets of the initiation ; that the anathema of Horace

(vetabo qui Cereris facrtim vulgarity life.J at once attefts his own

ignorance and the innocence of his friend. As the Bifhop of

Gloucefter and his party maintained a difcreet filence, my critical

difquifition was foon loft among the pamphlets of the day ; but the

public coldnefs was overbalanced to my feelings by the weighty ap-

probation of the laft and beft editor of Virgil, ProfefTor Heyne of

Gottingen, who acquiefces in my confutation, and ftiles the un-

known author, do&us et elegant'ijfimus Britannus. But I cannot

refift the temptation of tranfcribing the favourable judgment of Mr.

Hayley, himfelf a poet and a fcholar :
" An intricate hypothefis,

** twifted into a long and laboured chain of quotation^ and argu-

•*^ ment, the Difl'ertation on the Sixth Book of Virgil, remained

" fome time unrefuted, At length, a fuperior, but anony-

" mqus;.
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*' mous, critic arofe, who, in one of the mort: judircious and fpirited

*' effays that our nation has produced, on a point of clalfical Utera-

*' ture, completely overturned this ill-founded edifice, and expofed

" the arrogance and futility of its affiiming archited." He even,

condefcends to juftify an acrimony of ftyle, which had been gently

blamed by the more unbiafled German ;
" Paiillo acrius qiiam velis

pcrflrinxit '^." But I cannot forgive myfelf the contemptuous

treatment of a man who, with all his faults, was entitled to my
efteem f ; and I can lefs forgive, in a perfonal attack, the cowardly

concealment of my name and chara(fler.

In the fifteen years between my Eflay on the Study of Literature

and the firft volume of the Decline and Fall, (1761

—

^77^,) this

criticifm on Warburton, and fome articles in the Journal, were my
fole publications. It is more efpecially incumbent on me to mark

the employment, or to confefs the wafte of time, from my travels

to my father's death, an interval in which I was not diverted by

any profeffional duties from the labours and pleafures of a ftudious

life. I. As foon as I was releafed from the fruitlefs tafk of the

Swifs revolutions, (1768,) I began gradually to advance from the

wifh to the hope, from the hope to the defign, from the defign to

the execution, of my hiftorical work, of whofe limits and extent I

had yet a very inadequate notion. The Claflics, as low as Tacitus,

the younger Pliny, and Juvenal, were xny old and familiar com-

* The editor of the Warburtonian trads, Dr. Parr, (p. 192.) confiders the allego-

rical interpretation " as completely refuted in a moft clear, elegant, and decifive workj

*' of criticifm; which could not, indeed, derive authority from the greatell name;
<' but to which the greateft name might with propriety have been affixed."

+ The Divine Legation of Mofes is a nioniinient, already crumbling In the dufl:,

of the vigour and weaknefs of the human mind. If Wavhurton's new argument

proved any thing, it would be a demonftratlon againfl the legiflator, wlio left his,

people without the knowledge of a future flate. But fome epifodes of the work, on

the Greek philofophy, the hieroglyphics of Egypt, Sec. are cnthlcd to the praifc of

learning, imagination, and difcernnient.

T 2 panions.
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panions. I infenfibly plunged into the ocean of the Auguftan hlf-

tory; and in the defcending feries I inveftigated, with my pen

almoft always in my hand, the original records, both Greek and

Latin, from Dion Caffius to Ammianus Marcellinus, from the reign

of Trajan to the laft age of the Weftern Csefars. The fubfidiary

rays of medals, and infcriptions of geography and chronology,

were thrown on their proper obje£l:s ; and I applied the coUedions

of Tillemont, whofe inimitable accuracy almoft affiimes the cha-

rafter of genius, to fix and arrange within my reach the loofe and

fcattered atoms of hiftorical information. Through the darknefs of

the middle ages I explored my way in the Annals and Antiquities of

Italy of the learned Muratori ; and diligently compared them with

the parallel or tranfverfe lines of Sigonius and Maffei, Baronius and

Pagi, till I almoft grafped the ruins of Rome in the fourteenth cen-

tury, without fufpeding that this final chapter muft be attained by

the labour of fix quartos and twenty years. Among the books

which I purchafed, the Theodocian Code, with the commentary of

James Godefroy, muft be gratefully remembered. I ufed it (and much

I ufed it) as a work of hiftory, rather than of jurifprudence : but

in every light it may be confidered as a full and capacious repofitory

of the political ftate of the empire in the fourth and fifth centuries.

As I believed, and as I ftill believe, that the propagation of the

Gofpel, and the triumph of the church, are infeparably conne£ted

with the decline of the Roman monarchy, I weighed the caufes

iind effects of the revolution, and contrafted the narratives and apo-

logies of the Chriftians themfelves, with the glances of candour or

enmity which the Pagans have caft on the rifing fedts. The Jewiflx

and Heathen teftimonies, as they are coUeded and illuftrated by Dr.

Lardner, diredled, without fuperfeding, my fearch of the originals j

and in an ample diflertation on the miraculous darknefs of the

paffion, I privately withdrew my conclufions from the filence of an

unbelieving age. I have affembled the preparatory ftudies, diredlly
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or indlredly relative to my hiftory ; but, in ftrid equity, they muft

be fpread beyond this period of my life, over the two fummers

{177 1 and 1772) that elapfgd between my father's death and my
fettlement in London. 2. In a free converfation with books and

men, it would be endlefs to enumerate the names and charadtcrs of

all who are introduced to our acquaintance ; but in this general ac-

quaintance we may feledt the degrees of fiiendfhip and efteem, ac-

cording to the wife maxim, Mtilttim legere potius quam miilta. I re-

viewed, again and again, the immortal works of the French and

Englifti, the Latin and Italian claflics. My Greek fludies (though

lefs afliduous than I defigned) maintained and extended my know-

ledge of that incomparable idiom. Homer and Xenophon were ftill

my favourite authors ; and I had almofl prepared for the prefs an

Eflay on the Cyropoedia, which, in my own judgment, is not un-

happily laboured. After a certain age, the new publications of merit

are the fole food of the many ; and the mofl auftere ftudent will be

often tempted to break the line, for the fake of indulging his own

curiofity, and ofproviding the topics of falhionable currency. A moi-e

refpedable motive may be affigned for the third perufal of Blackftone's

Commentaries, and a copious and critical abftrad of that Englifh

work was my firft ferious produdtion in my native language^

3. My literary leifure was much lefs complete and independent than

it might appear to the eye of a ftranger. In the hurry of London I

was deftitute of books ; in the folitude of Hampfliire I was not

mafter of my time. My quiet was gradually difturbed by our do-^

meftic anxiety, and I fhould be afliamed of my unfeeling philofophy,

had I found much time or tafte for fliidy in the laft fatal fummer

(1772) of my father's decay and diflblution.

The difembodying of the militia at the clofe of the war (1763)

had reftored the Major (a new Cincinnatus) to a life of agriculture.

His labours were ufeful, his pleafures innocent, his wifhes mode-

rate J and my father famed to enjoy the ftate of happinefs which is

celebrated
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celebrated by poets and phllofophers, as the moft agreeable to nature,

and the leaft acceflible to fortune.

Beatus ille, qui procul negotils

(Ut prifca gens mortalium)

Paterna rura bubus exercet fuls,

Solutus omni foenore *. HoR. Epod. 11.

"But the laft indlfpenfable condition, the freedom from debt, was

wanting to my father's felicity ; and the vanities of his youth were

feverely punlfhed by the follcitude and forrow of his declining age.

The firft mortgage, on my return from Laufanne, (1758,) had af-

forded him a partial and tranfient relief. The annual demand of

intereft and allowance was a heavy dedudion from his income ; the

militia was a fource of expence, the farm in his hands was not a

profitable adventure, he was loaded with the cofts and damages of

an obfolete law-fult ; and each year multiplied the number, and ex-

haufted the patience, of his creditors. Under thefe painful circum-

ftances, I confented to an additional mortgage, to the fale of Putney,

and to every facrifice that could alleviate his diftrefs. But he was

no longer capable of a rational effort, and his reludlant delays poft-

poned not the evils themfelves, but the remedies of thofe evils (re-

media tnalorum pot'ius quam mala djffercbat). The pangs of fhame,

tendernefs, and felf-reproach, inceffantly preyed on his vitals ; his

conftitutlon was broken ; he loft his ftrength and his fight ; the ra-

pid progrefs of a dropfy admonlfhed him of his end, and he funk

into the grave on the loth of November 1770, in the fixty-fourth

year of his age. A family-tradition infinuates that Mr. William

Law had drawn his pupil in the light and Inconftant character of

* Like the firft mortals, bleft is he.

From debts, and ufury, and bufinefs free,

With his own team who ploughs the fail,

Which grateful once confelVd his father's toil. Francis.

2 Flatuf,
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Fldtus^ who is ever confident, and ever difappointed in the chace of

happinefs. But thefe conllitutional failings were happily compen-

fated by the virtues of the head and heart, by the warmeft fenti-

ments of honour and humanity. His graceful perfon, polite ad-

drefs, gentle manners, and unafieded cheerfulnefs, recommended

him to the favour of every company j and in the change .-of

times and opinions, his liberal fpirit had long fmce delivered him
from the zeal and prejudice of a Tory education. I fubmitted to

the order of Nature ; and my grief was foothed by the confcious

fatisfadlion that I had difcharged all the duties of filial piety.

As foon as I had paid the laft folemn duties to my father, and

obtained, from time and reafon, a tolerable compofuie of mind, I

began to form the plan of an independent life, moft adapted to my
circumftances and inclination. Yet fo intricate was the net, my ef-

forts were fo awkward and feeble, that nearly two years (November

1770—0£lober 1772) were fufFered to elapfe before I could difen-

tangle myfelf from the management of the farm, and transfer my
refidence from Beriton to a houfe In London. During this interval

I continued to divide my year between town and the country ; but

my new fituation was brightened by hope ; my flay in London was

prolonged into the fummer ; and the uniformity of the fummer was

occafionally broken by vifits and excurfions at a diffance from home.

The gratification of my defires (they were not immoderate) has been

feldom difappointed by the want of money or credit ; my pride

was never infulted by the vifit of an importunate tradefman ; and

my tranfient anxiety for the paft or future has been difpelled by the

ftudious or focial occupation of the prefent hour. My confcience

does not accufe me of any a£l of extravagance or injuffice, and the

remnant of my eflate affords an ample and honourable provifion for

my declining age. I fhall not expatiate on my oeconomical affairs,

which cannot be inftrudive or amufing to the reader. It is a rule

of prudence, as well as of politenefs, to referve fuch confidence for

the
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the ear of a private friend, without cxpofing our fituation to the

envy or pity of ftrangers j for envy is produdive of hatred, aud

pity borders too nearly on contempt. Yet I may believe, and even

afl'ert, that in circumftances more indigent or more virealthy, I fhould

never have accomplifhed the taflc, or acquired the fame, of an his-

torian ; that my fpirit vi^ould have been broken by poverty and con-

tempt, and that my induflry might have been relaxed in the labour

and luxury of a fuperfluous fortune.

I had now attained the firft of earthly bleffings, independence : I

was the abfolute maftcr of my hours and adtions : nor was I deceived

in the hope that the eftabliihment of my library in town would allow

me to divide the day between fludy and fociety. Each year the circle

of my acquaintance, the number of my dead and living companions,

was enlarged. To a lover of books, the (hops and fales of London

prefent irrefiftible temptations ; and the manufacture of my hiftory

required a various and growing ftock of materials. The militia, my
travels, the Houfe of Commons, the fame of an author, contributed

to multiply my connexions : I was chofen a member of the fafhion-

able clubs; and, before I left England in 1783, there were few per-

fons of any eminence in the literary or political world to whom I

was a ftranger *. It would moft affuredly be in my power to amufe

the reader with a gallery of portraits and a colle<Stion of anecdotes.

But I have always condemned the pra(3;ice of transforming a private

memorial into a vehicle of fatire or praife. By my own choice I

palled in town the greateft part of the year ; but whenever I was

* From the mixed, though polite, company of Boodle's, White's, and Brooks's,

I muft honourably diftinguifli a weekly fociety, which was inflituted in the year 1764,

and which ftill continues to flourifh, under the title of the Literary Club. (Hav/kins's

Life of Johnfon, p. 415. Bofweli's Tour to the Hebrides, p. 97.) The names of

Dr. Johnfon, Mr. Burke, Mr. Topham Beauclerc, Mr. Garrick, Dr. GoWfmith, Sir

JoQiua Reynolds, Mr. Colman, Sir W'lliiam Jones, Dr. Percy, Mr. Fox, Mr. She-

rjdan, Mr. Adam Smith, Mr, Steevens, Mr. Dunning, Sirjofeph Banks, Dr. Warton,

and his brother INIr. Thomas Warton, Dr. Burney, &c. forma large and luminous

eonflellation of Britifh (lars.

defirous
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tffefirous of breathing the air of the country, I poflcfTed an hofpitable

retreat at Sheffield-place in Suffex, in the family of my valuable

friend Mr. Holroyd, whofe charader, under the name of Lord

Sheffield, has fince been more confpicuous to the public.

No fooner was I fettled in my houfe and library, than I under-

took the compofition of the firft volume of my Hiflory. At the

outfet all was dark and doubtful ; even the title of the work, the

true xra of the Decline and Fall of the Empire, the limits of the

introdudlion, the divifion of the chapters, and the order of the nar-

rative ; and I was often tempted to cafl: away the labour of feven

years. The flyle of an author fhould be the image of his mind, but

the choice and command of language is the fruit of exercife. Many

experiments were made before I could hit the middle tone between

a dull chronicle and a rhetorical declamation : three times did I com-

pofe the firft chapter, and twice the fecond and third, before I was

tolerably fatisfied with their efFedl. In the remainder of the way I

advanced with a more equal and eafy pace ; but the fifteenth and

fixteenth chapters have been reduced by three fucceffive revifals, from,

a large volume to their prefent fize ; and they might ftill be com-

prefied, without any lofs of fa£ts or fentiments. An oppofite fault

may be imputed to the concife and fuperficial narrative of the firft

reigns from Commodus to Alexander ; a fault of which I have never

heard, except from Mr. Hume in his laft journey to London. Such

an oracle might have been confulted and obeyed with rational de«

votion ; but I was foon difgufted with the modeft pradlce of read-

ing the manufcript to my friends. Of fuch friends fome will

praife from politenefs, and fome will criticife from vanity. Tht

author himfelf is the heft judge of his own performance ; no one has

fo deeply meditated on the fubjed ; no vne is fo fincerely interefted

in the event.

By the friendfliip of Mr. (now Lord) Eliot, who had married my
firft coufin, I was returned at the general eledioa for the borough

VOL. 1. * u of
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of Leikeaid. I took my feat at the beginning of. the memorable

conteft between Great Britain and America, and fiipported, with

many a fmcere and filent vote, the rights, though not, perhaps, the

intereft, of the mother country. After a fleeting iUufive hope, pru-

dence condemned me to acquiefce in the humble ftation of a mute.

I was not armed by Nature and education with the intrepid energy

of mind and voice.

Vincentem ftrepitus, et natum rebus agendis.

Timidity was fortified by pride, and even the fuccefs of my pen dlf-

couraged the trial of my voice *, Eut I aflifted at the debates of a

free afl'embly ; I liftened to the attack and defence of eloquence and

reafon ; I had a near profpe£t of the charadters, views, and paffions

of the fir ft men of the age. The caufe of government was ably

vindicated by Lord Norih^ a ftatcfman of fpotlefs integrity, a cou-

fummate mafter of debate, who could wield, with equal dexterity,

'the arms of reafon and of ridicule* He was feated on the Treafury-

bench between his Attorney and Solicitor General, the two pillars

of the law and ftate, magh pares quavi fimiles ; and the minifter might

indulge in a fhort llumber, whilft he was upholden on either hand

by the majeftic fenfe of 'Thurlow, and the fkilful eloquence of Wedder-

biirne. from the adverfe fide of the houfe an ardent and powerful

oppofition was fupported, by the lively declamation of Barre, the

legal acutenefs of Dunning^ the profufe and philofophic fancy of

Burke^ and the argumentative vehemence of Fox^ who In the con-

dud of a party approved himfelf equal to the condudt of an empire.

* A French fketch of Mr. Gibbon's Life, written by himfelf, probably for the ufe

of feme foreign journalift or tranflator, contains no facl not mentioned in his Englifh

Life. He there defcribes himfelf with his ufual candour, Depuis huit ans il a aflifte

aux deliberations les plus importantes, niais 11 ne s'efl jamais trouve le courage, ni le talent)

tie purler dans une aiTemblee publique. This flcetcli was written before the publication

of his three laft volumes, as in clofing it he fays of his Hiftory : Cette entreprife lui de-

mande encore plufieurs annees d'une application foutenue ; mais quclqu'en foit le fucces,

il trouve dans cette application meme un plaifir toujours varie et toujours renaiflant.

3 By
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By fuch men every operation of peace and war, every principle

of juftice or policy, every queftion of authority and freedom, was

attacked and defended ; and the fubjedt of the momentous conteft

w^as the union or feparation of Great Britain and America. The

eight feflions that I fat in parliament were a fchool of civil pru-

dence, the lirft and moft effential virtue of an hiftorian.

The volume of my Hiflory, which had been fomewhat delayed

by the novelty and tumult of a firft feffion, was now ready for

the prefs. After the perilous adventure had been declined by my
friend Mr. Elmfly, I agreed, upon eafy terms, with Mr. ThomaJ

Cadell, a refpedable bookfeller, and Mr. William Strahan, an emi-

nent printer ; and they undertook the care and rifk of the publica-

tion, which derived more credit from the name of the {hop than

from that of the author. The laft revifal of the proofs was fub-

mitted to my vigilance ; and many blemiilies of ftyle, which had

been invifible in the manufcript, were difcovered and corrected in

the printed fheet. So moderate were our hopes, that the original

impreffion had been dinted to five hundred, till the number was

doubled by the prophetic tafle of Mr. Strahan. During this awful

interval I was neither elated by the ambition of fame, nor deprefled

by the apprehenfion of contempt. My diligence and accuracy were

attefted by my own confcience. Hiflory is the moft popular fpecies

of writing, fmce it can adapt itfelf to the higheft or the loweft ca-

pacity. I had chofen an illuftrious fubjedt. Rome is familiar to

the fchool-boy and the ftatefman ; and my narrative was deduced

from the laft period of claftical reading. I had likewife flattered

myfelf, that an age of light and liberty would receive, without fcan-

dal, an inquiry into tlie human caiifcs of the progrefs and eftablifh-

ment of Chriftianity.

1 am at a lofs how to defcribe the fuccefs of the work, without

betraying the vanity of the writer. The firft impreffion v^as ex-

haufted in a few days ; a fecond and third edition were fcarcely

u 2 adequate
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adequate to the demand ; and the bookfcUer'a property was twice

invaded by the pirates of Dublin. My book was on every table,

and ah-noft on every toilette ; the hiftorian was crowned by the tafte

or fafhion of the day ; nor was the general voice difturbed by the

barking of any profane critic. The favour of mankind is moft freely

bellowed on a new acquaintance of any original merit; and the

mutual furprize of the public and their favourite is produdive of

thofe warm fenfibilities, which at a fecond meeting can no longer be

rekindled. If I liftened to the mufic of praife, I was more ferioufly

fatisfied with the approbation of my judges. The candour of Dr.

Robertfon embraced his difciple. A letter from Mr. Hume overpaid

the labour of ten years ; but I have never prefumed to accept a

place in the triumvirate of Britifli hiftorians.

That curious and original letter will amufe the reader, and his

gratitude fhould fhield my free communication from the reproach of

vanity.

" Dear Sir, Edinburgh, i8di March 1776.

" As I ran through your volume of hiftory with great avidity and

impatience, I cannot forbear difcovering fomewhat of the fame impa-

tience in returning you thanks for your agreeable prefent, and exprelT-

ing the latisfadion which the performance has given me. Whether

I confider the dignity of your ftyle, the depth of your matter, or the

extenfivenefs of your learning, I muft regard the work as equally

the objed of efteem ; and I own that if I had not previoufly had

the happinefs of your perfonal acquaintance, fuch a performance

from an Englifliman in our age would have given me fome furprize.

You may fmile at this fentiment ; but as it feems to me that your

countrymen, for almoft a whole generation, have given tliemfelves

up to barbarous and abfurd fadion, and have totally negleded all

polite letters, I no longer expeded any valuable produdlion ever to

come from them. I know it will give you pleafure (as it did me)

to
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to find that all the men of letters in this place concur in their ad-

miration of your work, and in their anxious defire of your con-

tinuing it.

" When I heard of your undertaking, (which was fome time ago,)

I own I was a little curious to fee how you would extricate yourfelf

from the fubjecl of your two laft chapters. I think you have ob-

ferved a very prudent temperament ; but it was impoffible to treat

the fubjed fo as not to give grounds of fufpicion againft you, and

you may exped: that a clamour will arife. This, if any thing, will

retard your fuccefs with the public ; for in every other refpedl your

work is calculated to be popular. But among many other marks of

decline, the prevalence of fuperflicion in England prognofticates the

fall of philofophy and decay of tafte ; and though nobody be more

capable than you to revive them, you will probably find a. fl:ruggle

in your firft advances..

" I fee you entertain a great doubt with regard to the authenticity

of the poems of Oflian. You are certainly right in fo doing. It is

indeed ftrange that any men of fenfe could have imagined it poflible,

that above twenty thoufand verfes, along with numberlefs hifl:orical

fails, could have been preferved by oral tradition during fifty gene-

rations, by the rudeft, perhaps,, of all the European nations, the

moft neceffitous, the moft turbulent, and the moft unfettled. Where

a fuppofition is fo contrary to common fenfe, any pofitive evidence

of it ought never to be regarded. Men run with great avidity to

give their evidence in favour of what flatters their paflions and their

national prejudices. You are therefore over and above indulgent to

us in fpeaking of the matter with hefitation.

" I muft inform you that we are all very anxious to hear that you

have fully coUeded the materials for your fecond volume, and that

you are even confiderably advanced in the compofition of it, I fpeak

this more in the name of my friends than in my own j as I cannot:

exped
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expeft to live fo long as to fee the publication of it. Your enfuing

volume will be more delicate than the preceding, but I truft in your

prudence for extricating you from the difficulties ; and, in all

events, you have courage to defpife the clamour of bigots.

I am, with great regard,

Dear Sir,

Your moil obedient, and mofl humble Servant,

David Hume."

Some weeks afterwards I had the melancholy pleafure of feeing

Mr. Hume in his paflage through London ; his body feeble, his

mind firm. On the 25th of Auguft of the fame year (1776) he

died, at Edinburgh, the death of a philofopher.

My fecond excurfion to Paris was determined by the preffing in-

vitation of M. and Madame Necker, who had vifited England in

the preceding fummer. On my arrival I found M. Necker Diredlor-

•5-eneral of the finances, in the firft bloom of power and popularity.

His private fortune enabled him to fupport a liberal eftablifhment

;

and his wife, whofe talents and virtues I had long admired, was ad-

mirably qualified to prefide in the converfation of her table and

drawing-room. As their friend, I was introduced to the beft com-

pany of both fexes ; to the foreign minifters of all nations, and to

the firft names and charaders of France ; who diftinguifhed me by

fuch marks of civility and kindnefs, as gratitude will not fuffer me

to forget, and modefty will not allow me to enumerate. The

fafliionable fuppers often broke into the morning hours
;
yet I occa-

fionally confulted the Royal Library, and that of the Abbey of

St. Germain, and in the free ufe of their books at home, I had

always reafon to praife the liberality of thofe inftitutions. The fo-

ciety of men of letters I neither courted nor declined ; but I was

2 happy

^
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happy in the acquaintance of M. de Bufibn, who united with a fu-

blime genius the moft amiable fimplicity of mind and manners.

At the table of my old friend, M. dc Foncemagne, I was involved

in a difpute with the Abbe de Mably ; and his jealous irafcible fpirit

revenged itfelf on a work which he was incapable of reading in the

original.

As I might be partial in my own caufe, I fhall tranfcribe the words

of an unknown critic, obferving only, that this difpute had been

preceded by another on the Englifh conftitution, at the houfe of the

Countefs de Froulay, an old Janfenill lady.

" Vous etiez chez M. de Foncemagne, mon cher Theodon, le jour

** que M. I'Abbe de Mably et M. Gibbon y dinerent en grande com-
*' pagnie. La converfation roula prefque entierement fur I'hiftoire.

" L'Abbe etant un profond politique, la tourna fur I'adminiftration,

*' quand on fut au defert : et comme par caradere, par humeur,
•* par Thabitude d'admirer Tite Live, il ne prife que le fyfteme re-

** publicain, il fe mit a. vanter I'excellence des republiques ; bien

" perfuade que le favant Anglois I'approuveroit en tout, et admireroit

*' la profondeur de genie qui avoit fait deviner tous ces avantages a.

** un Franyois. Mais M. Gibbon, inftruit par I'experience dcs in-

** conveniens d'un gouvernement populaire, ne fut point du tout de

** fon avis, et il prit genereufement la defenfe du gouvernement mo-
*' narchique. L'Abbe voulut le convaincre par Tite Live, et par

" quelques argumens tires de Plutarque en faveur des Spartiates.

" M. Gibbon, doue de la memoire la plus heureufe, et ayant tous les

*' faits prefens a. la penfee, domina bien-tot la converfation ; I'Abbe fe

" facha, il s'emporta, il dit des chofes dures ; I'Anglois, confervant le

*' phlegme de fon pays, prenoit fes avantages, et preflbit I'Abbe avec

" d'autant plus de fucces que la colere le troubloit de plus en plus.

** La converfation s'echauffoit, et M. de Foncemagne la rompit en fe

** levant de table, et en paffant dans le falon, ou perfonne ne fut tente

"de
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*' dc la renouer." Supplement de la Manicrc (Vecrire VHijlotre^

p. 125, &c. *

Nearly two years had elapled between the publication of my firft

and the commencement of my fecond volume ; and the caufes mufl

be afligned of this long delay, i. After a fliort holiday, I indulged

my curiofity in fome ftudies of a very different nature, a courfe of

anatomy, which was dcmonftrated by DoGor Hunter ; and fome

lefibns of chymiftry, which were delivered by Mr. Higgins. The

principles of thefe fcicnces, and a tafte for books of natural hiftory,

contributed to multiply my ideas and images ; and the anatomift and

chymift may fometimes track me in their own fnow. 2. I dived,

perhaps too deeply, into the mud of the Arian controverfy ; and

many days of reading, thinking, and writing were confumed in the

purfuit of a phantom. 3. It is difficult to arrange, with order and

perfpicuity, the various tranfadlions of the age of Conftantine ; and

fo much was I difpleafed with the firft eflliy, that I committed to the

flames above fifty fheets. 4. The fix months of Paris and pleafure

muft be deduced from the account. But when I refumed my tafk

I felt my improvement ; I was now mafter of my ftyle and fubjed,

and while the meafure of my daily performance was enlarged, I dif-

* Of the voluminous writings of the Abbe de Mably, (fee his Eloge bjr the Abbe

Brizard,) the Principes dti droit public de I'Europe, and the firft part of the Obfervnticjisfur

FHiJloire de France, may be defervedly praifed ; and even the Matiiere d'ecrirefHiJioire

contains feveral ufeful precepts and judicious remarks. Mably v.-as a lover of virtue

and freeilom ; but his virtue was auftere, and his freedom was impatient of an equal.

Kings, niagiftrates, nobles, and fuccefsful writers, were the objects of his contempt,

or hatred, or envy ; but his illiberal abufe of Voltaire, Hume, BuiFon, the Abbe

Reynal, Dr. Robertfon, and tutti quairti, can be injurious only to himfelf.

" Eft il rien de plus faftidieux (fays the polite Cenfor) qu'un M. Gibbon; qui dans

" fon cternelle Hiftoire des Empcreurs Romains, fufpend a chaque inftant fon infipidc et

«' lente narration, pour vous expliquer la caufe de faits que vous allez lire." (Maniere

d'ecrire I'Hiftoire, p. 184. See another paffage, p. 280.) Yet I am indebted to the

Abbe de Mably for two fuch advocates as the anonymous Prench Critic and my friend

Mr. Hayley. (Hayley's Works, 8vo Edit. Vol.ii. p. 261—263.)

covered
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covered lefs reafon to cancel or corrcft. It has always been my
pradice to caft a long paragraph in a fingle mould, to try it by my
ear, to depofit it in my memory, but to fufpend the adlion of the

pen till I had given the laft polifh to my work. Shall I add, that I

never found my mind more vigorous, nor my compofitiou more

happy, than in the winter hurry of fociety and parliament ?

Had I believed that the majority of Englifli readers v/erc fo fondly

attached even to the name and fhadow of Chriftianity ; had 1 forefecn

that the pious, rhe timid, and the prudent, would feel, or affedt to

feel, with fuch exquihte fenfibility ; I might, perhaps, have foftened

the two invidious chapters, which would create many enemies, and

conciliate few friends. But the fhaft was (hot, the alarm was founded,

and I could only rejoice, that if the voice of our priefts was clamo-

rous and bitter, their hands were difarmed from the powers of per-

fecution. I adhered to the wife refolution of trufting myfelf and

my writings to the candour of the public, till Mr. Davles of Oxford

prefumed to attack, not the faith, but the fidelity, of the hiftorian.

My Vindication^ expreflive of lefs anger than contempt, amufed for

a moment the bufy and idle metropolis ; and the moft rational part

of the laity, and even of the clergy, appear to have been fatisfied

of my innocence and accuracy. I would not print this Vindication in

quarto, left it fliould be bound and preferved with the hiftory itfelf. At

the diftance of twelve years, I calmly affirm my judgment of Davies,

Chelfum, &c. A vidory over fuch antagonifts was a fufficient hu-

miliation. They, however, were rewarded in this world. Poor

Chelfum was indeed neglected ; and I dare not boaft the making

Dr. Watfon a bifhop ; he is a prelate of a large mind and liberal

fpirit * : but I enjoyed the pleafure of giving a Royal penfion to

Mr, Davies, and of collating Dr. Apthorpe to an archiepifcopal living.

• See Appendix, Letters, N= LXVIII. LXIX. and C,

VOL. I. X Their
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Their fuccefs encouraged the zeal of Taylor the Arian ^, and Milner

the Methodifl: f, with many others, whom it would be difficult to

remember, and tedious to rehearfe. The lift of my adverliiries, how-

ever, was graced with the more refpedtable names of Dr. Prieftley,

Sir David Dalrymple, and Dr. White ; and every polemic, of either

univerfity, difcharged his fermon or pamphlet againft the impe-

netrable filence of the Roman hiftorian. In his Hiftory of the

Corruptions of Chriftianity, Dr. Prieftley threw down his two gaunt-

lets to Bifhop Hurd and Mr. Gibbon. I declined the challenge in a

letter, exhorting my opponent to enlighten the world by his philo-

fophical difcoveries, and to remember that the merit of his prede-

ceflbr Servetus is now reduced to a fmgle paflage, which indicates the

fmaller circulation of the blood through the lungs, from and to the

heart %• ' Inftead of liftening to this friendly advice, the dauntlefs

philofopher of Birmingham continued to fire away his double bat-

tery againft thofe who believed too little, and thofe who believed too

much. From my replies he has nothing to hope or fear : but his

Socinian fhield has repeatedly been pierced by the fpear of Horlley,

and his trumpet of fedition may at length awaken the magiftrates of

a free country.

The profeffion and rank of Sir David Dalrymple (now a Lord of

Seffion) has given a more decent colour to his ftyle. BiU he fcru-

* The ftupendous title, Thoughts on the Caufes of the grand Apojlacy, at firft agitated

my nerves, till I difcovered that it was the apoftacy of the whole church, fmce the

Council of Nice, from Mr. Taylor's private religion. His book is a thorough mix-

ture of high enthufiafm and lovj buffoonery, and the Millenium is a fundamental article

of his creed.

f From his grammar-fthool at Kingfton upon Hull, Mr. Jofeph Mihier pronounces

an anathema againft all rational religion. His faith is a divine tafte, a fpiritual in-

fpiration
J

his church is a myllic and invifible body : the «/?/«>-«/ Chriftians, fuch as

Mr. Locke, who believe and interpret the Scriptures, are, in his judgment, no bettes

than profane infidels.

% Aftrucde la Structure du Coeur, torn. i. "^I- 1<). Appendix, Letters CXIX—.
cxxiv.

tinized
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tin'ized each feparate paflage of the two chapters with the dry mi-

nutenefs of a fpeclal pleader ; and as he was always folicitous to

make, he may have fucceeded fometimes in finding, a flaw. In his

Annals of Scotland, he has Ihewn himfelf a diligent colledor and an

accurate critic.

I have praifed, and I ftill praife, the eloquent fermons which were

preached in St. Mary's pulpit at Oxford by Dr. White. If he slC-

faulted me with fome degree of illiberal acrimony, in fuch a place,

and before fuch an audience, he was obliged to fpeak the language

of the country. I fmiled at a palfage in one of his private letters to

Mr. Badcock ; " The part where we encounter Gibbon mud be

*' brilliant and ftriking."

In a fermon preached before the univerfity of Cambridge, Dr. Ed-

wards complimented a work, " which can only perifh with the

*' language itfelf ;" and efteems the author a formidable enemy. He
is, indeed, aftonifhed that more learning and ingenuity has not been

fhewn in the defence of Ifrael; that the prelates and dignitaries of

the church (alas, good man !) did not vie with each other, whofe-

ftone fhould fmk the deepeft in the forehead of this Goiiah.

" But the force of truth will oblige us to confefs, that in the at-

*' tacks which have been levelled againfl; our fceptical hiftorian, we
*' can difcover but flender traces of profound and exquifite erudition,

*' of folid criticifm and accurate inveftigation ; but we are too fre-

" quently difgufted by vague and inconclufive reafoning ; by unfea-

*' fonable banter and fenfelefs wittlcifms ; by imbittered bigotry and

*' enthufiaftic jargon ; by futile cavils and illiberal invedlives. Proud

" and elated by the v^^eaknefs of his antagonifts, he condefcends not

" to handle the fword of controverfy *."

Let me frankly own that I was ftartled at the firft difcharge of

ecclefiaftical ordnance ; but as foon as I found that this empty noife

was mifchievous only in the intention, my fear -was converted into

* Monthly Review, Oft. 1 790.

X 2 indignation

;
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indignation ; and every feeling of indignation or curiofity has long

fince fubfided in pure and placid indifference.

The profecution of my hiftory was foon afterwards checked by

another controverfy of a very different kind. At the requeft of the

Lord Chancellor, and of Lord Weymouth, th^n Secretary of State,

I vindicated, againft the French manifefto, the juftice of the Britifh

arms. The whole correfpondence of Lord Stormont, our late am-

baffador at Paris, was fubmitted to my infpeaion, and the Memo'ire

Jujitficatif, which I compofed in French, was lirft approved by the

Cabinet Minifters, and then delivered as a ftate paper to the courts

of Europe. The ftyle and manner are praifed by Beaumarchais

himfelf, who, in his private quarrel, attempted a reply; but he

flatters me, by afcribing the memoir to Lord Stormont ; and the

groffnefs of his inve£live betrays the lofs of temper and of wit ; he

acknowledged *, that Ic Jlyle ne fcroit pas ferns grace, m la logique

fans jnjlcjfe. Sec. if the fads were true which he undertakes to dif-

prove. For thefe fads my credit is not pledged ; I fpoke as a

lawyer from my brief, but the veracity of Beaumarchais may be

eftimated from the affertion that France, by the treaty of Paris

(1763), was limited to a certain number of fhips of war. On the

application of the Duke of Choifeul, he was obliged to retrad this

daring falfehood.

Among the honourable connedlons which I had formed, I may

juftly be proud of the friendfliip of Mr. Wedderburne, at that time

Attorney General, who now illuftrates the title of Lord Lough-

borough, and the office of Chief Juftice of the Common Pleas. By

his ftrong recommendation, and the favourable difpofition of Lord

North, I v/as appointed one of the Lords Commiffioners of Trade

and Plantations ; and my private income was enlarged by a clear

addition of between feven and eight hundred pounds a-year. The

fancy of an hoftile orator may paint, in the ftrong colours of lidi-

* Ocuvrcs de Beaumarchais, torn. ili. p. 299. 355.

7 cule,
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cule, " the perpetual virtual adjournment, and the unbroken fitting

" vacation of the Board of Trade *." But it muft be allowed that

our duty was not intolerably fevere, and that I enjoyed many days

and weeks of repofe, without being called away from my library to

the office. My acceptance of a place provoked fome of the leaders

of oppofitioU) with whom I had lived in habits of intimacy ; and I

was mofl unjuftly accufed of deferting a party, in which I had

never inlifted f

.

The

,* I can never forget the delight with which that difFufive and ingenious orator,

Mr. Burke, was heard by all fides of the houfe, and even by thofe whofe exiftence he

profcrlbed. (See Mr. Burke's fpeech on the Bill of Reform, p. 72—80.) The Lords

of Trade blufhed at their infignificancy, and Mr. Eden's appeal to the two thoufanJ

five hundred volumes of our Reports, ferved only to excite a general laugh. I take

this opportunity of certifying the corre£tnefs of Mr. Burke's printed fpeeches, which

I have heard and read.

f From Edward Gibbon efq. to efq.

Dear Sir, 2d July 1779.

Yefterday I received a very interefting communication from my friend, whofe

kind and honourable behaviour towards me I muft always remember with the higheft

gratitude. He informed me that, in confequence of -an arrangement, a place at the

Board of Trade was referved for me, and that as foon as I fignified my acceptance of

it, he was fatisfied no farther difficulties would arife. My anfwer to him was fincere

and explicit. I told him that I was far from approving all thepaft meafures of the ad-

miniftration, even fome of thofe in which I myfelf had filently concurred ; that I faw,

with the reft of the world, many capital defefts in the chara£lers of fome of the pre-

fent miniftcrs, and was forry that in fo alarming a fituatiou of public affairs, the

country had not the afliftance of feveral able and honeft men who are now in oppo-

fition. But that I had not formed with any of thofe perfons in oppofition any engage-

ments or connexions which could lii the leait reftrain or afFe£l: my parliamentary con-

du£l' ; that I could not difcover among them fuch fuperior advantages, either of mea-

fures or of abilities, as could make me confider it as a duty to attach myfelf to their

caufe ; and that I clearly underftood, from the public and private language of ,

one of their leaders, that in the adlual ftate of the country, he himfelf was ferioufly of

opinion that oppofition could not tend to any good purpofe, and might be produdive of

much mifchief ; that, for thofe reafons, I faw no objeftions which could prevent mc
from accepting an office under the prefent government, and that I was ready to take

a ftep which I found to be confident both with my intereft and nay honour.

It
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The afpcd of the next felFion of parliament was flormy and pe-

rilous ; county meetings, petitions, and committees of correfpond-

ence, announced the public difcontent ; and inftead of voting with

a triumphant majority, the friends of government were often ex-

pofed to a flruggle, and fometimes to a defeat. The Houfe of Com-

mons adopted Mr. Dunning's motion, '• That the influence of the

*' Crowm had increafed, was increafmg, and ought to be dimi-

" nifhed :" and Mr. Burke's bill of reform was framed with Ikilli

introduced with eloquence, and fupportcd by numbers. Our late

prefident, the American Secretary of State, very narrowly efcaped

the fentence of profcription ; but the unfortunate Board of Trade

was abolifhed in the committee by a fmall majority (207 to 199)

of eight votes. The ftorm, however, blew over for a time ; a large

defedion of country gentlemen eluded the fanguine hopes of the

patriots : the Lords of Trade were revived ; adminiftratlon reco-

vered their ftrength and fpirit ; and the flames of London, which

were kindled by a mifchievous madman, admoniflied all thinking

men of the danger of an appeal to the people. In the premature

diflblution which followed this feflSon of parliament I loft my feat.

Mr. Elliot was now deeply engaged in the meafures of oppofition,

and the eledlors of Lefkeard * are commonly of the fame opinion

as Mr. Elliot.

It muft now be decided, whether I m:iy continue to live in England, or whether I

inuft foon withdraw myfelf into a kind of philofophical exile in Switzerland. My
father left his affairs in a flate of embarraffment, and even of diftrefs. My attempts

to difpofe of a part of my landed property have hitherto been difappointed, end are not

likely at prefen t to be more fuccefsful : and my plan of expence, though moderate in

itfelf, deferves the name of extravagance, fince it exceeds my real income. The ad-

dition of the falary which is now ofiered will make my fituation perfectly eafy j but I

hope you will do me the juftice to believe that my mind could not be fo, unlefs I were

fatisfied of the reftitude of my own conduft.

* The borough which Mr. Gibbon had reprefented in parliament.

In



MY LIFE AND WRITINGS. 159

In this interval of my fenatorial life, I publifhed the fecond and

third vokimes of the Decline and Fall. My ecclefiaftical hiftory ftill

breathed the fame fpirit of freedom ; but proteftant zeal is more

indifferent to the charafters and controverfies of the fourth and fifth

centuries. My obftinate fdence had damped the ardour of the po-

lemics. Dr. Watfon, the moft candid of my adverfaries, aflured me
that he had no thoughts of renewing the attack, and my impartial

balance of the Aartues and vices of Julian was generally praifed.

This truce was interrupted only by fome animadverfions of the Ca-

tholics of Italy, and by fome angry letters from Mr. Travis, who

made me perfonally refponfible for condemning, with the heft cri-

tics, the fpurious text of the three heavenly witnefTes.

The piety or prudence of my Italian tranflator has provided aii

antidote againft the poifon of his original. The 5th and 7th vo-

lumes are armed with five letters from an anonymous divine to his

friends, Foothead and Kirk, two Englilh ftudents at Rome ; and this

meritorious fervice is commended by Monfignor Stonor, a prelate of

the fame nation, who difcovers much venom in \X\tfluid and nervous

ftyle of Gibbon. The critical eflay at the end of the third volume

was furnilhed by the Abbate Nicola Spedalieri, whofe zeal has gra-

dually fwelled to a more folid confutation in two quarto volumes.

—

Shall I be excufed for not having read them ?

The brutal infoJence of Mr. Travis's challenge can only be excufed

by the abfence of learning, judgment, and humanity; and to that ex-

cufe he has the faireft or fouleft pretenfion. Compared with Arch-

deacon Travis, Chelfum and Davies afilime the title of refpedable

enemies.

The bigotted advocate of popes and monks may be turned over

even to the bigots of Oxford ; and the wretched Travis ftill fmarts

under the lalh of the mercilefs Porfon. Iconfider Mr. Porfon's

anfwer to Archdeacon Travis as the moft: acute and accurate piece of

criticifm which has appeared fince the days of Bentley. His ftric-

2- tures
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tures.are founded in argument, enriched with learning, and enlivened

with wit ; and his adverfary neither deferves nor finds any quarter at

his hands. The evidence of the three heavenly witneflcs would now

be rejedled in any court of juftice : but prejudice is blind, authority

is deaf, and our vulgar bibles will ever be polluted by this fpurious

text, ''fcdet aternumquefcdebit^'' The more learned ecclefiaftics will

indeed have the fecret fatisfadlion of reprobating in the clofet what

they read in the church.

I perceived, and without furprife, the coldnefs and even prejudice

of the town ; nor could a whifper efcape my ear, that, in the judg-

ment of many readers, my continuation was much inferior to the

original attempts. An author who cannot afcend will always appear

to fink ; envy was now prepared for my reception, and the zeal of

my religious, was fortified by the motive of my political, enemies.

Bifhop Newton, in writing his own life, was at full liberty to declare

how much he himfelf and two eminent brethren were difgufted by

Mr. G.'s prolixity, tedioufnefs, and afFeftation. But the old man

fhould not have indulged his zeal in a falfe and feeble charge againft

the hiftorian *, who had faithfully and even cautioufly rendered Dr.

Burnet's

* ExtraB from Mr. Gibbon'/ Common Place Book.

Thomas Newton, Bifliop of Briftol and Dean of St. Paul's, was born at Litchfield

on the 21ft of December 1703, O. S. (ifl January 1704, N. S.), and died the 14th of

February 1782, in the 79th year of his age. A few days before his death he finiftied

the memoirs of his own life, which have been prefixed to an edition of his pollhu-

mous works, firft publlflied in quarto, and fince (1787) re-publifhed in fix volumes

ofkavo.

P. 173, 174. Some books were publifhed in 1781, which employed fome of the

Bifhop's leifure hours, and during his illnefs. Mr. Gibbon's HijJory of the Decline and

Fall of the Roman Empire he read throughout, but it by no meir.s anfwered his expefta-

tioM -, for he found it rather a prolix and tedious performance, his matter uninterefting,

and his ftyle affe£ted ; his teftimonies not to be depended upon, and his frequent feoffs

at religion offenfive to every fober mind. He had before been convidled of making

faife quotations, which fliould have taught him more prudence and caution. But,

without examining his authorities, there is one which muft neceflarily ftrike every man
who



MY LIl-E AND WRITINGS. i6i

Burnet's meaning by the alternative of deep or rcpofc. That plillo-

fbphic divine fuppoles, that, in the period between death and tlie

relurre<Stlon, human fouls exift without a body, endowed with in-

ternal confcloufnefs, but deflltute of all active or paffivc connection

with the external world. " Secundum communem dldionem facrae

" fcrlptursB, mors dicltur fomnus, et morlentes dicuntur abdormir^y

who has read Dr. Burnet's Treatife ilf Statu Moi-tuoruin. In vol. Hi. p. 99. Mr. G. h.is

tlie following note:—" Burnet [ile S. M. p. 56— 84.) colleQs the opinions of tlic

" Fathers, as far as tliey aflert tlie fleep or repofe of human fouls till the day of judg-

" ment. He afterwards expofes (p. 91.) the inconveniences which mufl arife if tliey

" pofTefled a more aflive and fenfiblc exiftence. AVho would not from hence infer

•' that Dr. B. was an advocate for the fleep or ir.fenfible exiftence of the foul after

" death? v/hereas his dodlrine is direftly the contrary. He has employed fome chap-

" ters in treating of the ftate of human fouls in the interval between death and the

"* refurreftion ; and after various proofs from reafon, from fcripturc, and the Fathers,

" his concluGons are, that human fouls exift after their feparation from the body, that

" they are in a good or evil ftate according to their good or ill behaviour, but that

' neither their happinefs nor their niifery will be complete or perfe£l before the day

" of judgment. His argumentation is thus fummed up at the end of the 4th chapter

—

" Ex quibus conjlat prinio, animas fiiperejfe extiiiclo corpore ; fecundo, bonns bene, malas male

'^ fe habitiiras; tertio, iiec ill'is fuinmant fellcifatem, ncc his fnminam tniftriam, accejfuram

'• ejje ante diemjudicii." (The Bifhop's reading the whole was a greater compliment to

the work than was paid to it by two of the moft eminent of his brethren for their learn-

ing and ftation. The one entered upon it, but was foon wearied, and laid it afide in

difguft : the other returned it upon the bookfeller's hands ; and it is faid that Mr. G.

himfelf happened unluckily to be in the fliop at the fame time.)

Does the Biihop comply with his own precept in the next page ? (p. 175.) " Old

" age fhould lenify, fliould foften men's manners, and make them more mild and

" gentle ; but often has the contrary effeft, hardens their hearts, and makes them

" more four and crabbed."—He is fpeaking of Dr. Johnfon.

Have I ever infmuated that preferment-hunting is the great occupation of an eccle-

fiaftical life.' (Memoirs paffim) ; that a minifter's Influence and a billiop's patronage

are fometimes pledged eleven deep? (p. 151.) that a prebendary confiders the audit

week as the better part of the year ? (p. 127.) or that the moft eminent of priefts, the

pope himfelf, would change their religion, if any thing better could be offered them ?

(p. ^6.) Such things are more than infmuated in the Bifhop's Life, which afforded

fome fcandal to the church, and fome diverfion to the profane laity.

VOL. lo y " quod
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" quod innuere mihi vldetur (latum mortis efle ftatum qu'ietis, filentli,

*' et aEoyao-Ea?." {De Statu Mortuoruni., ch. v. p. 98.)

I was however encouraged by fome domeftic and foreign teftimo-

nies of applaufe ; and the fecond and third volumes infenfibly rofe in

fale and reputation to a level with the firft. But the public is feldom

wrong ; and I am inclined to believe that, efpecially in the begin-

ning, they are more prolix and lefs entertaining than the firft : my

efforts had not been relaxed by fuccefs, and I had rather deviated

into the oppofite fault of minute and fuperfluous diligence. On the

Continent, my name and writings were flowly dlffufed : a French

tranflation of the firft volume had difappointed the bookfellers of

Paris ; and a paffage in the third was conftrued as a perfonal reflec-

tion on the reigning monarch *.

Before I could apply for a feat at the general eledion the lift was

already full ; but Lord North's promife was fincere, his recommend-

ation was effedual, and I was foon chofen on a vacancy for the

borough of Lymington, in Hampftiire. In the firft feflion of the

new parliament, adminiftration flood their ground ; their final over-

throw was referved for the fecond. The American war had once

been the favourite of the country : the pride of England was irritated

by the refiftance of her colonies, and the executive power was driven

by national clamour into the moft vigorous and coercive meafures.

But the length of a fruitlefs conteft, the lofs of armies, the accumu-

lation of debt and taxes, and the hoftile confederacy of France, Spain,

and Holland, indifpofed the public to the American war, and the

* It may not be generally known that Louis tlie Sixteenth is a great reader,,

and a reader of EngliOi books. On perufing a paflage of my Hiftory which

feems to compare him to Arcadius or Honorius, he exprefled his refentment to the

Prince of B*****, from whom the intelligence was conveyed to me. I fliall neither

difclaim the allafion, nor examine the likenefs ; but the fituation of the late King of

"France excludes all fufpicion of flattery; and I am ready to declare that the concluding

gbfervatlons of my third volume were written before his acceflion to the throne.

perfons
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.perfons by whom it was conduded ; the reprefentatives of the people,

followed, at a flow diftance, the changes of their opinion ; and the

minifters who refufed to bend, were broken by the tcmpeft. As
foon as Lord North had loft, or was about to lofe, a majority in the

Houfe of Commons, he furrendered his office, and retired to a pri-

vate ftation, with the tranquil aflurance of a clear confcience and a

cheerful temper : the old fabric was diffolved, and the pofts of go-

vernment were occupied by the vidlorious and veteran troops of op-

pofition. The lords of trade were not immediately difmifled, but

the board itfelf was aboliflied by Mr. Burke's bill, which decency

had compelled the patriots to revive ; and I was ftripped of a conve-

nient falary, after having enjoyed it about three years.

So flexible is the title of my Hiftory, that the final xra might be

fixed at my own choice ; and I long hefitated whether I fhould be

content with the three volumes, the fall of the Weftern empire,

which fulfilled my firft engagement with the public. In this interval

of fufpence, nearly a twelvemonth, I returned by a natural impulfe

to the Greek authors of antiquity ; I read with new pleafure the

Iliad and the Odyfley, the Hiftories of Herodotus, Thucydides,

and Xenophon, a large portion of the tragic Jind comic theatre of

Athens, and many interefting dialogues of the Socratic fchool. Yet

in the luxury of freedom I began to wifh for the daily tafk, the

a£live purfuit, which gave a value to every book, and an obje£l to

every inquiry : the preface of a new edition announced my dciign,

and I dropped without reluctance from the age of Plato to that of

Juftinian. The original texts of Procopius and x'^gathias fupplied the

events and even the characters of his reign : but a laborious winter

was devoted to the Codes, the Pandefts, and the modern interpre-

ters, before I prefumed to form an abftradl of the civil law. My
(kill was improved by practice, my diligence perhaps was quickened

by the lofs of office; and, excepting the laft chapter, I had finiihed the

Y 2 fourth
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fourth volume before I fought a retreat on the banks of the Lemarr

Lake.

It is not the purpofe of this narrative to expatiate on the public or.

fecret hiftorv of the times : the fchifm which followed the death of

the Marquis of Rockingham, the- appointment of the Earl of Sheli

burnc, the refignation of Mr. Fox, and his famous coalition with

Lord North. But I may aiTert, with feme degree of aflurance, thai'

in their political conflict thofe great antagonifts had never felt any.

perfonal animofity to each other, that their reconciliation was eafy

and fincere, and that their friendfhip has never been clouded by the

{hadow of fufpicion or jealoufy. The moft violent or venal of their

refpedive followers embraced this fair occafion of revolt, but their

alliance ftill commanded a majority in the Houfe of Commons ; the

peace was cenfured, Lord Shelburne refigned, and the two friends

knelt on the fame cufhion to take the oath of fecretary of ftate;.

From a principle of gratitude I adhered to the coalition : my vote

was counted in the day of battle, but I was overlooked in the div>

fion of the fpoil. There were many claimants more deferving and

importunate than myfelf: the board of trade couldnot be reftored^;

and, while the lift of places vms curtailed, the number of candidates

was doubled. An eafy difmiffion to a fecure feat at the board of

cuftoms or excife was promifed on the firft vacancy : but the chance

was diftant and doubtful ; nor could I folicit with much ardour an

ignoble fervitude, which would have robbed me of the moft vala-

able of my ftudious hours : at the fame time the tumult of London,

and the attendance on parliament, were grown more irkfome ; and,

without fome additional income, I could not long or prudently main-

tain the ftile of expence to which I was accuftomed.

From my early acquaintance with Laufanne I had always cheriftied

a fecret with, that the fchool of my youth might become the retreat

of my declining age. A moderate fortune would fecure the bleifmgs

8 of
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of eafe, lelfurc, and independence : the country, the people, the

manners, the language, were congenial to my tafte ; and I might in-

dulge the hope of pafling fome years in the domcftic fociety of a

friend. After travelling with feveral Englifh *, Mr. Deyverdun was

now fettled at home, in a pleafant habitation, the gift of his deceafed

aunt : we had long been feparated, we had long been filent
;
yet in

my firfl: letter I expofed, with the moft perfedl confidence, my fitu-

ation, my fentiments, and my defigns. His immediate anfwer was

a warm and joyful acceptance : the picSture of our future life pro-

voked my impatience ; and the terms of arrangement were fliort

and" fimple, as he poflefTed the property, and I undertook the ex-

pence of our common houfe f. Before I could break my Englifli

chain, it was incumbent on me to ftruggle with the feelings of my
heart, the indolence of my temper, and the opinion of the world,

which unanimoufly condemned this voluntary baniiliment.. In the

difpofal of my effed's, the library, a. facred depofit, was alone ex-

cepted : as my poft-chaife moved over Weftminfter-bridge I bid a

long firewsl to the " fumum et opes llrepitumq^ Rom^e." My jour-

ney by the diredl road through France was not attended with any

accident, and I arrived at Laufanne nearly twenty years after m.y

fecorid departure. Within lefs than three months the coalition ftruck

on fome hidden rocks: had I rem.ained on board, I fhould have

perifhed in the general fhipwreck j:.

Since my eftablifhment at Laufanne, more than feven^years have

elapfed ; and if every day has not been equally foft and ferene, not

a day, not a moment, has occurred in which I have repented of ray

choice. During my abfence, a long portion of human life, many

changes had happened : my elder acquaintance had left the ftage
.;

* Sir Richard Worfley, Lord Chefterfield, Broderick Lord Midleton, and Mr.
Hume, brother to Sir Abraham.

t See Appendix, Letters, No. CXXV. CXXVL CXXVIL CXXVIII. CXXIX.
CXXX.

I See Appendix, Letter, No.' GL,

virgiiis
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virgins were ripened into matrons, and children were grown to the

age of manhood. But the fame manners were tranfmitted from one

generation to another : my friend alone was an ineftlmable treafure

;

my name was not totally forgotten, and all were ambitious to wel-

come the arrival of a ftranger and the return of a fellow-citizen. The

firft winter was given to a general embrace, without any nice difcri-

mination of perfons and charadters. After a more regular fettlement,

a more accurate furvey, I difcovered three folid and permanent bene-

fits of my new fituation. i. My perfonal freedom had been fome-

what impaired by the Houfe of Commons and the Board of Trade

;

but I was now delivered from the chain of duty and dependence,

from the hopes and fears of political adventure : my fober mind was

no longer intoxicated by the fumes of party, and I rejoiced in my
efcape, as often as I read of the midnight debates which preceded the

diflblution of parliament *. 2. My Englilh oeconomy had been that

of a folitary bachelor, who might afford fome occafional dinners. In

Switzerland I enjoyed at every meal, at every hour, the free and plea-

fant converfation of the friend of my youth ; and my daily table was

always provided for the reception of one or two extraordinary

guefts. Our importance in fociety is lefs a politive than a relative

weight : in London I was loft in the crowd ; I ranked with the firft

families of Laufanne, and my ftyle of prudent expence enabled me

to maintain a fair balance of reciprocal civilities. 3. Inftead of a

fmall houfe between a ftreet and a ftable-yard, I began to occupy a

fpacious and convenient manfion, connected on the north fide with

the city, and open on the fouth to a beautiful and boundlefs horizon.

A garden of four acres had been laid out by the tafte of Mr. Deyver-

dun : from the garden a rich fcenery of meadows and vineyards de-

fcends to the Leman Lake, and the profpeft far beyond the Lake is

crowned by the ftupendous mountains of Savoy. My books and my
acquaintance had been firft united in London ; but this happy pofi-

* See Appendix, Letter, No, CXLVI.
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tion of my library in town and country was finally referved for

Laufimnc. Pofrefled of every comfort in this triple alliance, I could

not be tempted to change my habitation with the changes of the

feafons.

My friends had been kindly apprehenfive that I fhould not be able

to exift in a Swifs town at the foot of the Alps, after having fo long

converfed with the firft men of the firft cities of the world. Such lofty

connexions may attract the curious, and gratify the vain ; but I am
too modeft, or too proud, to rate my own value by that of my aflb-

ciates ; and whatfoever may be the fame of learning or genius, ex-

perience has fliewn me that the cheaper qualifications of politenefs

and good fenfe are of more ufeful currency in the commerce of life.

By many, converfation is efteemed as a theatre or a fchool : but,

after the morning has been occupied by the labours of the library, I

wifh to unbend rather than to exercife my mind ; and in the interval

between tea and fupper I am far from difdaining the innocent amufe-

ment of a game at cards. Laufanne is peopled by a numerous

gentry, whofe companionable idlenefs is feldom difturbed by the

purfuits of avarice or ambition : the women, though confined to a

domeftic education, are endowed for the moft part with more tafte

and knowledge than their hufbands and brothers : but the decent

freedom of both feses is equally" remote from the extremes of fim-

plicity and refinement. I fliall add as a misfortune rather than a

merit, that the fituation and beauty of the Pays de Vaud, the long

habits of the Englifli, the medical reputation of Dr. Tiflbt, and the

fafhion of viewing the mountains and Glaciers, have opened us on

all fides to the incurfions of foreigners. The vifits of Mr. and Ma-

dame Necker, of Prince Henry of Pruflia, and of Mr. Fox, may form

fomc pleafing exceptions ; but, in general, Laufanne has appeared

moft agreeable in my eyes, when we have been abandoned to cur

ov/n fociety. I had frequently feen Mr. Necker, in the fummer of

1784, at a country houfe near Laufanne, where he compofed his

2. Treatife
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Treatife on the Admlniftration of the Finances. I have fince, In

0£lober 1790, vifited him in his prefent refidence, the caftle and

barony of Copet, near Geneva. Of 'the merits and meafures of that

llatefman various opinions may be entertained ; but all impartial men

muft agree in their efteem of his integrity and patriotifm.

In the month of Auguft 1 784, Prince Henry of PrufTia, in his way

to Paris, palled three days at Laufanne. His military condudl has

been pralfed by profeflional men ; his charadler has been vilified by

the wit and malice of a daemon *; but I was flattei-ed by his affabi-

lity, and entertained hy his converfation.

In his tour of Switzerland (September 1788) Mr. Fox gave me

two days of free and private fociety f. He feemed to feel, and even

to envy, the happinefs of my fituation ; while I admired the powers

of a fuperior man, as they are blended in his attradlve character

with the foftnefs and fimpliclty of a child. Perhaps no human being

Avas ever more perfedly exempt from the taint of malevolence, va-

iiity, or falfehood.

My tranfmigration from London to Laufanne could not be ef-

fe£led without interrupting the courfe of my hiftorical labours. The

hurry of my departure, the joy of my arrival, the delay of my tools,

fufpended their progrefs ; and a full twelvemonth was loft before I

could refume the thread of regular and daily induftry. A number

of books moft requlfite and leaft common had been previoufly

fele£led ; the academical library of Laufanne, which I could ufe as

my own, contained at leaft the fathers and councils ; and I have de-

rived fome occafional fuccour from the public colledions of Berne

and Geneva. The fourth volume was foon terminated, by an ab-

ftradt of the controverfies of the Incarnation, which the learned

Dr. Prideaux was apprehenfive of expofing to profane eyes. It had

been the original defign of the learned Dean Prideaux to write the

* Memoire Secret de la Cour de Berlln-

f See Letter in the Continuation, Odober i, 1788.

hiftory
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hlftory of the ruin of tlie Eaftern Church. In this work it would

have been necefi'ary, not only to unravel all thofe controverfies

which the Chriftians made about the hypoftatical union, but alfo to

unfold all the niceties and fubtle notions which each fed: entertained

concerning it. The pious hiftorian was apprehenfive of expofing

that incomprehenfible myftery to the cavils and objeftions of unbe-

lievers ; and he durft not, " feeing the nature of this book, venture

" it abroad in fo wanton and lewd an age *."

In the fifth and fixth volumes the revolutions of the empire and

the world are moft rapid, various, and inftrudive ; and the Greek

or Roman hiftorians are checked by the hoftile narratives of the bai-

barians of the Eaft and the Weft f.

It was not till after many defigns, and many trials, that I pre-

ferred, as I ftlll prefer, the method of grouping my pidure by na-

tions ; and the feeming negled of chronological order is furely com-

penfated by the fuperior merits of intereft and perfpicuity. The
ftyle of the firft volume is, in my opinion, fomewhat crude and ela-

borate ; in the fecond and third it is ripened into eafe, corrednefs,

and numbers ; but in the three laft I may have been feduced by

the facility of my pen, and the conftant habit of fpeaking one lan-

guage and writing another may have infufed fome mixture of Gallic

idioms. Happily for my eyes, I have always clofed my ftudies with

the day, and commonly with the morning ; and a long, but tem-

perate, labour has been accomplifhed, without fatiguing either the

mind or body ; but when I computed the remainder of my time and

my tafk, it was apparent that, according to the feafon of publica-

tion, the delay of a month would be produdive of that of a year.

I was now ftraining for the goal, and in the laft winter many even-

* See preface to the Life of Mahomet, p. lo, ii.

f I have followed the judicious precept of the Abbe de Mably, (Maniere d'ecrire

THilloire, p. no.) who advifes the hiftorian not to dwell too minutely on the decay

of the eaftern empire -, but to confider the barbarian conquerors as a more worthy

fubje£l of his narrative. " Fas eft et ab hofte doceri."

VOL. r. z Ings
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Ines were borrowed from the focial pleafures of Laufanne. I could

now wifli that a paufe, an interval, had been allowed for a ferious

revifal.

I have prefumed to mark the moment of conception : I fhall now

comniemorate the hour of my final deliverance. It was on the day,

or rather night, of the aytli of June 1787, between the hours of

eleven and twelve, that I wrote the laft lines of the laft page, in a

fummer-houfe in my garden. After laying down my pen, I took

feveral turns in a berccan, or covered walk of acacias, which com-

mands a profpedl of the country, the lake, and the mountains. The

air was temperate, the fky was ferene, the filver orb of the moon

was reflefted from the waters, and all nature was filent. I will not

diifemble the firft emotions of joy on the 'recovery of my freedom,

and, perhaps, the eftablilliment of my fame. But my pride was

foon humbled, and a fober melancholy was fpread over my mind, by

the idea that I had taken an evcrlafting leave of an old and agreeable

companion, and that whatfoever might be the future date of my
Hiftory, the life of the hiftorian muft be fhort and precarious. I

will add two fadts, which have feldom occurred in the compofition

of fix, or at leaft of five, quartos, i. My firft rough manufcript,

without any intermediate copy, has been fent to the prefs. 2. Not a

{heet has been feen by any human eyes, excepting thofe of the author

and the printer : the faults and the merits are exclufively my own *.

I cannot help recollefting a much more extraordinary fadt, which

is affirmed of himfelf by Retif de la Bretorme, a voluminous and

original writer of French novels. He laboured, and may ftill labour,

* ExtraElfrom Mr. GibbohV Common-place Bsah..

The IVth Volume of the Hiftory
^

of the Decline and Fall of the |-begun March ift, 1782—eivded June 1784.

Romnn Empire, . _ J

The Vth Volume, - - begun July 1784—ended May i ft, 1786.

The Vlth Volume, - - begunMay i3th, 1786—ended June 27th, 1787.

Thefe three volumes were fent to prefs Auguft 15th, 1787, and the whole \a\-

preffion was concluded April following.

ia
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in the humble ofBce of corredor to a printing-houie ; but this office

enabled him to tranfport an entire volume from his mind to the

prefs ; and his work was given to the public without ever having

been written with a pen.

After a quiet refidence of four years, during which I had never

moved ten miles from Laufanne, it was not without fomc relud-

ance and terror that I undertook, in a journey of two hundred

leagues, to crofs the mountains and the fea. Yet this formidable

adventure was atchieved without danger or fatigue ; and at the end

of a fortnight I found myfelf in Lord Sheffield's houfe and library,

fafe, happy, and at home. The charad:er of my friend (Mr. Hol-

royd) had recommended him to a feat in parliament for Coventry,

the command of a regiment of light dragoons, and an Trifh peerage.

The fenfe and fpirit of his political writings have decided the public

opinion on the great queftions of our commercial intereft with Ame-
rica and Ireland *.

The fale of his Obfcrvations on the American States was dlfFufive,

their effedl beneficial ; the Navigation A£t, the palladium of Britain,

was defended, and perhaps faved, by his pen ; and he proves, by

the weight of fa«ft and argument, that the mother-country may fur-

vive and flourifh after the lofs of America. My friend has never

cultivated the arts of compofition ; but his materials are copious and

correal, and he leaves on his paper the clear impreffion of an adive

and vigorous mind. His " Obfervations on the Trade, Manufac-
" tures, and prefent State of Ireland," were intended to guide the

Induftry, to correct the prejudices, and to afluage the paffions of a

country which feemed to forget that fhe couid be free and pio-

fperous only by a friendly connexion with Great Britain. The con-

cluding obfervations are written with fo much eafq and fpirit, that

they may be read by thofe who are the leaft interefted in the fubject.

• Obfervations on the Commerce of the American States, by John Lord ShclTicId,

the tjth edition, London, 1784, in odlavo.

Z 2 Tie



1^2 MEMOIRS OF

He fell (in 1784) with the unpopular coalition ; but his merit has

been acknowledged at the laft general eledion, 1 790, by the ho-

nourable invitation and free choice of the city of Briftol. During

the whole time of my refidence in England I was entertained at

Sheffield-Place and in Downing-Street by his hofpitable kindnefs

;

and the moft pleafant period was that which I pafled in the domeftic

fociety of the family. In the larger circle of the metropolis I ob-

ferved the country and the inhabitants with the knowledge, and

without the prejudices, of an Englifhman ; but I rejoiced in the ap-

parent increafe of wealth and profperity, which might be fairly

divided between the fpirit of the nation and the wifdom of the mi-

nifter. All party-refentment was now loft in oblivion : fmce I was

no man's rival, no man was my enemy. I felt the dignity of inde-

pendence, and as I a(ked no more, I was fatisfied with the general

civilities of the world. The houfe in London which I frequented

with moft pleafure and affiduity was that of Lord North. After

the lofs of power and of fight, he was ftill happy in himfelf and

his friends j and my public tribute of gratitude and efteem could no

longer be fufpefted of any interefted motive. Before my departure

from England, I was prefent at the auguft fpedacle of Mr. Haftings's

trial in Weftminfter Hall. It is not my province to abfolve or con-

demn the Governor of India ; but Mr. Sheridan's eloquence de-

manded my applaufe ; nor could I hear without emotion the per-

fonal compliment which he paid me in the prefence of the Britifli

nation *.

From this difplay of genius, which blazed four fucceflive days,

I ftiall ftoop to a very mechanical circumftance. As I was waiting

in the managers' box, I had the curiofity to inquire of the fhort-

* He faid the fa£ls that made up the volume of narrative were unparalleled in atro-

cioufnefs, and that nothing equal in criminality was to be traced, either in ancient ov

modern hiilory, in tlie correft periods of Tacitus or the luminoua page of Gibbon,

Morning Chronicle, June 14, 1788.

hand
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hand writer, how many words a ready and rapid orator might pro-

nounce in an hour ? From 7000 to 7500 was his anfwer. The me-

dium of 7200 will afford 120 words in a minute, and two words in

each fecond. But this computation will only apply to the Engliih

language.

As the publication of my three lafl volumes was the principal ob-

jedl, fo it was the firft care of my Englifh journey. The previous

arrangements with the bookfeller and the printer were fettled in my
paflage through London, and the proofs, which I returned more

corred, were tranfmitted every poft from the prefs to Sheffield-Place.

The length of the operation, and the leifure of the country, allowed

fome time to review my manufcripr. Several rare and ufeful books,

the Affifes de Jerufalem, Ramufms de Bello C. P"", the Greek Ads of

the Synod of Florence, the Statuta Urbis Romse, &c. were procured,,

and introduced in their proper places the fupplements which they af-

forded. The impreffion of the fourth volume had confumed three

months. Our common intereft required that we fhould move with

a quicker pace ; and Mr. Strahan fulfilled his engagement, which

few printers could fuftain, of delivering every week three thoufand

copies of nine flieets. The day of publication was, however, de-

layed, that it might coincide with the fifty-firft anniverfary of my
own birth-day ; the double feftlval was celebrated by a cheerful

literary dinner at Mr. Cadell's houfe ; and I feemed to blufli while

they read an elegant compliment from Mr. Hayley *, whofe poetical

talents

•OCCASIONAL STANZAS, by Mr. Hayley, read after the Dinner at

Mr.CADELL'x, May 8, 1788; being the Day of the Publication of the Three Lafl

Volumes of Mr. Gibbon'/ Hijlory, and his Birth-day,

Genu of England, and bf Rome !

In mutual triumph here aflume

The honors each may claim !

This focial fcene with fmlles furvey !

And confecrate the feftive day

To Friendftiip and to Fame !

Enough,
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talents had more than once been employed in the praife of his friend.

Before Mr. Hayley infcribed with my name his epiftles on hiftory, I

was not acquainted with that amiable man and elegant poet. He

Enough, by Defolation's tide,

With anguitti, and indignant pride,

Has Rome bewail'd her fate ;

And mourn'd that Time, in Havoc's hour,

Defac'd each monument, of power

To fpeak her truly great:

O'er maim'd Polybius, jufl and fage.

O'er Livy's mutilated page.

How deep was her regret

!

Touch'd by this Q£een, in ruin grand.

See ! Glory, by an Englifli hand,

Now pays a mighty debt

:

Lo ! facred to the Roman Name,

And rais'd, like Rome's immortal Fame,

By Genius and by Toil,

The fplcndid Work is crown'd to-day, ^

On which Oblivion ne'er fliall prey.

Nor Envy make her fpoil

!

England, exult ! and view not now

With jealous glance each nation's brow.

Where Hift'ry's palm has fpread !

In every path of liberal art.

Thy Sons to prime diftin£lion flart,

And no fuperior dread.

Science for Thee a Newton rais'd

;

For thy renown a Shakespeare blaz'd.

Lord of the drama's fphere !

In different fields to equal praife

See Hift'ry now thy GIBBON ralfe

To fhine without a peer

!

Eager to honor living worth,

And blefs to-day the double birth,

That proudeft joy may claim.

Let aitlefs Truth this homage pay.

And confecrate the feftive day

To Friendfhip and to Fame I

afterwards
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afterwards thanked me In verfe for my fecond and third volumes f

;

and in the fummer of 1781, the Roman Eagle ^ (a proud title) ac-

cepted

t SONNET u EDWARD GIBBON efq.

On the Publication of his Second and Third Volumes, 178 1.

WITH proud delight th' imperial founder gaz'd

On the new beauty of his fecond Rome,
When on his eager eye rich temples blaz'd.

And his fair city vofe in youthful bloom r

A pride more noble may thy heart aflume,

O Gibbon ! gazing on thy growing work.

In which, conRrufled for a happier doom,

No hafty marks of vain ambition lurk:

Thou may'ft deride both Time's deftrudive fway,

And bafer Envy's beauty-mangling dirk ;

Thy gorgeous fabric, plann'd with wife delay.

Shall baffle foes more favage than the Turkj

As ages multiply, its fame fhall rife.

And earth mufl perifti ere its fplendor dies.

Hayley'j Works, 8vo edit. vol. i. p. 162.

% A Card o/" Invitation to Mr. GIBBON at Brighthelmjlone, 1781.

AN Englifh fparrow, pert and free,

Who chirps beneath his native tree.

Hearing the Roman eagle's near,

And feeling more refpeft than fear.

Thus, with united love and awe.

Invites him to his ftied of draw.

Tho' he is but a twittering fparrow,

The field he hops in rather narrow.

When nobler plumes attradl his view

He ever pays them homage due,

He looks with reverential wonder

On him, whofe talons bear the thunder
,

Nor could the Jackdaws e'er inveigle

His voice to vilify the eagle,

Tho' ifTuing from the holy tow'rs,

In which they build their waifneft bow'rs,

Their fovereign's haunt they flyly fearch,

In hopes to catch him on his perch,

(For Pindar fays, befide his God
The thunder-bearing bird will nod,)

Ji Then
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cepted the Invitation of the Englifli Sparrow, who chirped ia the

groves of Eartham, near Chichcfler. As moft of the former pur-

chafers were naturally defirous of completing their fets, the fale of

the quarto edition was quick and eafy ; and an odtavo fize was

printed, to fatisfy at a cheaper rate the public demand. The con-

clufion of my work was generally read, and varioufly judged. The

ftyle has been expofed to much academical criticifm ; a religious cla-

mour was revived, and the reproach of indecency has been loudly

echoed by the rigid cenfors of morals. I never could underftand

the clamour that has been raifed againft the indecency of my three

laft volumes, i. An equal degree of freedom in the former part,

efpecially in the firft volume, had pafled without reproach. 2. I am

juftified in painting the manners of the times ; the vices of Theodora

form an eflential feature in the reign and charader of Juftinian.

3. My Englifh text is chafte, and all licentious paflages are left in

the obfcurity of a learned language. Le Lathi datis fes rnots brave

rhonnetete, fays the corred Boileau, in a country and idiom more

fcrupulous than our own. Yet, upon the whole, the Hiftory of

the Decline and Fall feems to have ftruck root, both at home and

abroad, and may, perhaps, a hundred years hence ftill continue to

Then, peeping round his ftiil retreat.

They pick from underneath his feet

Some molted feather he lets fall.

And fwear he cannot fly at all.

Lord of the Iky ! whofe pounce can tear

Thefe croakers, that infeft the air,

Truft him ! the fparrow loves to fmg

The praife of thy imperial wing !

He thinks thou'lt deem him, on his v/ord,

An honeft, though familiar bird ;

And hopes thou foon wilt condefcend

To look upon thy little friend ;

That he may boaft around his grove

A vifit from the bird of Jove,

HayletV Worksf vol. i, p. 189.

be
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be abufed. I am lefs flattered by Mr. Porfon's high encomium on

the ftyle and fpirit of my hiftory, than I am fatlsiied witli his ho-

nourable teftimony to my attention, dihgence, and accuracy ; thofe

humble virtues, which religious zeal had moft audacioufly denied.

The fweetneis of his praife is tempered by a rcafonable mixture

of acid *. As the book may not be common in England, I iliall

tranfcribe my own chara(3:er from the Bibliotheca Hiftorica of Meu-

felius "f, a learned and laborious German. " Summis sevi noftri

' hiftoricis Gibbonus fine dubio adnumcrandus eft. Inter capitolii

' ruinas ftans primum hujus operis fcribendi confilium cepit. FIo-

' rentifhmos vitai annos colligendo et laborando eidem impendit.

' Enatum inde monumentum sere perennius, licet pafhm appareant

' finiftre did:a, minus perfeda, veritati non fatis confentanea. Vi-

' demus quidem ubique fere ftudium fcrutandi veritatemque fcri-

' bendi maximum : tamen fine Tillemontio duce ubi fcilicet hujus

' hiftoria finitur fcepius nofter titubat atque hallucinatur. Quod vel

' maxime fit, ubi de rebus Ecclefiafticis vel de juris prudentia Romana
' (torn, iv.) tradit, et in aliis locis. Attamen nsevi hujus generis

' baud impediunt quo minus operis fummam et oiy.ovoy,iav prseclare

' difpofitam, deledtum rerum fapientiffimum, argutum quoque inter-

'^ dum, didtionemque feu ftylum hiftorico azque ac philofopho dig-

' niffimum, et vix a quoque alio Anglo, Humio ac Robertfono baud
' exceptis '(prareptiimf) vehementer laudemus, atque fsculo noftro

' de hujufmodi hiftoria gratulemur Gibbonus adveifarios cum
' in turn extra patriam nadus eft, quia propogationem religionis

' Chriftians, non, ut vulgo, fieri folet, aut more Theologorum, fed

' ut Hiftoricum et Phllofophum decet, expofuerat."

The French, Italian, and German tranflations have been executed

with various fuccefs ; but, inftead of patronizing, I ihould willingly

* Sec Mspvcfnce, page 28. 32. f Vol. iv. part i. page 342. 344.

VOL. I, A A fupprefs
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fupprefs fuch impcrfcd copies, which injure the charaQer, while

they propagate the name of the author. Tiic ilrft volume had been

feebly, though faithfully, traiiflated into French by M. Le Clerc de

Septchenes, a young gentleman of H ftudious charadler and liberal

fortune. After his deceafe the work was continued by two manu-

fadurers of Paris, M. M. Defmuniers and Cantwell : but the former

15 now an adlive member in the national affembly, and the un-

dertaking languifhes in the hands of his .affociate. The fuperior

merit of the interpreter, or his language, inclines me to prefer the Ita-

lian verfion : but I wifh that it were in my power to read the German^

•which is praifed by the beft judges. The Irifh pirates are at once

my friends and my enemies. But I cannot be difpleafed with the

two numerous and corredl impreiTions which have been publifhed

for the ufe of the continent at Bafil in Switzerland *. The con-

quefts of our language and literature are not confined to Europe

alone, and a writer who fucceeds in London, is fpeedily read on the

banks of the Delaware and the Ganges.

In the preface of the fourth volume, while I gloried in the name

of an Englifhman, I announced my approaching return to the neigh-

bourhood of the Lake of Laufanne. This lall trial confirmed my
aflTurance that I had wifely chofen for my own happinefs ; nor did

I once, in a year's vifit, entertain a wifh of fettling in my native

country. Britain is tlie free and fortunate ifland ; but where is the

fpot in which I could unite the comforts and beauties of my efta-

blifhment at Laufanne ? The tumult of London aftonilhed my eyes

and ears ; the amufements of public places were no longer adequate

to the trouble ; the clubs and affemblies were filled with new faces and

young men ; and our beft fociety, our long and late dinners, would

* Of their fourteen oflavo volumes the two laft include the whole body of the

notes. The public importunity had forced me to remove them from the end of tht

volume to the bottom of the page } but I have often repented of my compliance.

foon
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foon have been prejudicial to my health. Without any fliare in the

political wheel, I mufl be idle and infignificant : yet the moft fplen-

did temptations would not have enticed me to engage a fecond time

in the fervitude of parliament or office. At Tunbridge, fome weeks

after the publication of my Hiftory, I reluctantly quitted Lord and

Lady Sheffield, and, with a young Swifs friend *, whom I had intro-

duced to the Englifh world, I purfued the road of Dover and Lau-

fanne. My habitation was embellifhed in my abfence, and the laft

divifion of books, which followed my fteps, increaled my chofen

library to the number of between fix and feven thoufand volumes.

My feraglio was ample, my choice was free, my appetite was keen.

After a full repaft on Homer and Ariftophanes, I involved myfelf

la the philofophic maze of the writings of Plato, of which the dra-

matic is, perhaps, more interefling than the argumentative part

:

but I ftepped afide into every path of inquiry which reading or re-

fle<Sion accidentally opened.

Alas ! the joy of my return, and my ftudious ardour, were foon

damped by the melancholy ftate of my friend Mr. Deyverdun. His

health and fpirits had long fuffered a gradual decline, a fucceffion of

apoplectic fits anounced his diflblution ; and before he expired, thofe

who loved him could not wifli for the continuance of his life. The

voice of reafon might congratulate his deliverance, but the feelings

of nature and friendfliip could be fubdued only by time : his ami-

able character was ftill alive in my remembrance ; each room, each

walk, was imprinted with our common footfleps ; and I fhould blufh

at my own philofophy, if a long interval of ftudy had not preceded

and followed the death of my friend. By his laft will he left to me
the option of purchafing his houfe and garden, or of pofTeffing them

diiring my life, on the payment either of a ftipulated price, or of

* M. Wilhelm. de Severy.

A A 2 ' an
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an eafy retribution to his kinfman and heir. I fliould probably have

been tempted by the daemon of property, if fome legal difficulties

had not been ftarted againft my title : a conteft would have been

vexatious, doubtful, and invidious ; and the heir moft gratefully

fubfcribed an agreement, which rendered ray life-poflefllon more

perfeft, and his future condition more advantageous. Yet I had

often revolved the judicious lines in which Pope anfwers the objec-

tions of his long-fighted friend ;

Pity to build without or child or wife

;

Why, you'll enjoy it only all your life

:

Well, if the ufe be mine, does it concern one.

Whether the name belong to Pope or Vernon ?

The certainty of my tenure has allowed me to lay out a confiderable

fum in improvements and alterations : they have been executed with

fkill and tafte ; and few men of letters, perhaps, in Europe, are fo defira-

bly lodged as myfelf. But I feel, and with the decline of years I fhall

more painfully feel, that I am alone in paradife. Among the circle

of my acquaintance at Laufanne, I have gradually acquired the folid

and tender friendfhip of a refpedtable family * : the four perfons of

whom it is compofed are all endowed with the virtues beft adapted

to their age and fituation ; and I am encouraged to love the parents

as a brother, and the children as a father. Every day we feek and

find the opportunities of meeting : yet even this valuable connedlioa

cannot fupply the lofs of domeflic fociety.

Within the laft two or three years our tranquillity has been clouded

by the diforders of France : many families at Laufanne were alarmed

and afleded by the terrors of an impending bankruptcy ; but the re-

volution, or rather the diflblution of the kingdom has been heard and

felt in the adjacent lands.

* The family of de Severy.

I beg
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I beg leave to fubfcribe my afTent to Mr. Burke's creed on the re-

volution of France. I admire his eloquence, I approve his politics,

I adore his chivalry, and I can almoft excufe his reverence for church

eftablilhments. I have fometimes thought of writing a dialogue of

the dead, in which Lucian, Erafmus, and Voltaire flaould mutually

acknowledge the danger of expofing an old fuperftition to the con-

tempt of the blind and fanatic multitude.

A fwarm of emigrants of both fexes, who efcaped from the public

ruin, has been attradled by the vicinity, the manners, and the lan-

guage of Laufanne ; and our narrow habitations in town and coun-

try are now occupied by the firft names and titles of the departed

monarchy. Thefe noble fugitives are entitled to our pity; they may

/ claim our efteem, but they cannot, in their prefent ftate of mind and

fortune, much contribute to our amufement. Inftead of looking

down as calm and idle fpe£tators on the theatre of Europe, our do-

meftic harmony is fomewhat embittered by the infufion of party

fpirit : our ladies and gentlemen affume the charadler of felf-taught

politicians ; and the fober didatcs of wifdom and experience are

filenced by the clamour of the triumphant democratcs. The fanatic

miffionaries of fedition have fcattered the feeds of difcontent in our

cities and villages, which hacJ flourillied above two hundred and fifty

years without fearing the approach of war, or feeling the weight of

government. Many individuals, and fome communities, appear to

be infefted with the Gallic phrenzy, the wild theories of equal and

boundlefs freedom ; but I truft that the body of the people will be

faithful to their fovereign and to themfelves ; and I am fatisfied that

the failure or fuccefs of a revolt would equally terminate in the ruin

of the country. While the ariftocracy of Bern protects the happinefs,

it is fuperfluous to enquire whether it be founded in the rights, of

man : the oeconomy of the ftate is liberally fupplied without the aid

of taxes ; and the magiftrates mitjl reign with prudence and equity,

fmce they are unarmed in the midft of an armed nation,

^ The
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The revenue of Bern, excepting fome fmall duties, is derived from

church lands, tithes, feudal rights, and intereft of money. The re-

public has nearly 500,000!. fterling in the Engli'fh funds, and the

amount of their treafure is unknown to the citizens themfelves. For

myfelf (may the omen be averted) I can only declare, that the firfl:

ftroke of a rebel drum would be the fignal of my immediate de-

parture.

When I contemplate the common lot of mortality, I muft acknow-

ledge that I have drawn a high prize in the lottery of life. The far

greater part of the globe is overfpread with bai barifm or flavery : in

the civilized world, the moll numerous clafs is condemned to igno-

rance and poverty; and the double fortune of my birth in a free and

enlightened country, in an honourable and wealthy family, is the

lucky chance of an unit againfl millions. The general probability is

about three to one, that a new-born infant will not live to complete

his fiftieth year *. I have now pafled that age, and may fairly efti-

mate the prefent value of my exiftence in the three-fold divifion of

mind, body, and eftate.

I. The firfl and indifpenfable requifite of happinefs is a clear con-

fcience, unfullied by the reproach or remembrance of an unworthy

adion.
Hic murus aheneus efto,

Nil confcire fibi, nulla pallefcere culpa.

I am endowed with a cheerful temper, a moderate fenfibility, and

a natural difpofition to repofe rather than to adlivity : fome mifchie-

vous appetites and habits have perhaps been correded by philofophy

or time. The love of fludy, a paflion which derives frefh vigour

from enjoyment, fuppHes each day, each hour, with a perpetual

fource of independent and rational pleafure ; and I am not fenfible

* See BufFon, Supplement a I'Hiftoire naturelle, torn. vii. page 158— 164. of a

given number of new-born infants, one half, by the fault of nature or man, is extin-

cuiflied before the age of puberty and reafon.—A melancholy cakulation

!

8 of
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of any decay of the mental faculties. The original foil has been highly

improved by cultivation ; but it may be queftioned, whether fome

flowers of fancy, fome grateful errors, have not been eradicated with

the weeds of prejudice. 2. Since I have efcaped from the long perils

ofmy childhood, the ferious advice of a phyfician has feldom been re-

quifite. " The madnefs of fuperfluous health" I have never known;

but my tender conftitution has been fortified by time, and the inef-

timable gift of the found and peaceful flumbers of infancy may be

imputed both to the mind and body. 3. I have already defcribed

the merits of my fociety and fituation ; but thefe enjoyments would

be taftelefs or bitter if their pofiefiion were not aflured by an annual

and adequate fupply. According to the fcale of Switzerland, I am a

rich man ; and I am indeed rich, fmce my income is fuperior to my
expence, and my expence is equal to my wifhes. My friend Lord

Sheffield has kindly relieved me from the cares to which my tafte and

temper are mofl adverfe : fhall I add, that fince the failure of my firft

wifhes, I have never entertained any ferious thoughts of a matrimo-

nial connedlion ?

I am difgufted with the afFedlation of men of letters, who com-

plain that they have renounced a fubftance for a fhadow ; and that

their fame (which fometimes is no infupportable weight) affords a

poor compenfation for envy, cenfure, and perfecution *. My own
experience, at leaft, has taught me a very different leflbn : twenty

happy years have been animated by the labour of my Hiftory ; and

its fuccefs has given me a name, a rank, a character, in the world,

to which I Ihould not otherwife have been entitled. The freedom

of my writings has indeed provoked an implacable tribe ; but, as I

* Mr. d'AIembert relates, that as he was walking in the gardens of Sans Souci with

the King of Pruffia, Frederic faid to him, " Do you fee that old woman, a poor weeder,

*' afleep on that funny bank ? (he is probably a more happy being than either of us."

The king and the philofopher may fpeak for themfelves ; for my part I do not envy

the old woman.

was
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was fafe from the ftings, I was foon accuftomed to tlie buzzing of

the hornets : my nerves are not tremblingly alive, and my literary

temper is fo happily framed, that I am lets fenfible of pain than of

pleafure. The rational pride of an author may be offended, rather

than flattei'ed, by vague indifcriminate praife ; but he cannot, he

fhould not, be indifferent to the fair teftimonies of private and public

efteem. Even his moral fympathy may be gratified by the idea, that

now, in the prefent hour, he is imparting fome degree of amufement

or knowledge to his friends in a diftant land : that one day his mind

will be familiar to the grandchildren of thofe who are yet unborn *.

I cannot boaft of the friendfhip or favour of princes j the patronage

of Englifh literature has long fmce been devolved on our bookfellers,

and the meafure of their liberality is the leaft ambiguous teft of our

common fuccefs. Perhaps the golden mediocrity of my fortune has

contributed to fortify my application.

The prefent Is a fleeting moment, the part is no more ; and our

profpefl: of futurity is dark and doubtful. This day vs\2ij poj/ibly be

my laft : but the laws of probability, fo true in general, fo fallacious

in particular, ftill allow about fifteen years f . I fhall foon enter into

the

* In the firfl of antlent or modern romances (Tom Jones), this proud fentiment,

this feaft of fancy, is enjoyed by the genius of Fielding.—" Come, bright love of fame,

« &c. fill my raviflied fancy with the hopes of charming ages yet to come. Foretel

" me that fome tender maid, whofe grandmother is yet unborn, hereafter, when, under

*' the fitlitious name of Sophia, (he reads the real worrh which once e.xifted in my
«' Charlotte, fhall from her fympathetic breaft fend forth the heaving figh. Do thou

" teach me not only to forefee but to enjoy, nay even to feed on future praife. Com-
" fort me by the folemn aflurance, that, when the little parlour in which I fit at this

«' moment {hall be reduced to a worfe furnifhed box, I fhall be read with honour by

«« thofe who never knew nor faw me, and whom I fhall neither know nor fee." Book

xiii. ch. I.

f Mr. Buffon, from our difregard of the poffibllity of death within the four

and twenty hours, corcludes that a chance, which falls below or rifes above

ten thoufand to one, will never affect the hopes or fears of a reafonable man,

The
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the period which, as the moft agreeable of his long life, was felecfted

by the judgment and experience of the fage Fontenelle. His choice

is,approved by the eloquent hiftorian of nature, who fixes our moral

happinefs to the mature feafon in which our paffions are fuppofed to

be calmed, our duties fulfilled, our ambition fatisfied, our fame and"

fortune eftablifhed on a folid bafis *'. In private converfation, that

great and amiable man added the weight of his own experience ; and

this autumnal felicity might be exemplified in the lives of Voltaire,

Hume, and many other men of letters. I am far more inclined to

embrace than to difpute this comfortable dodtrine. I will not fuppofe

any premature decay of the mind or body j but I muft relu£lantly

obferve that two caufes, the abbreviation of time, and the failure of

hope, will always tinge with a browner fliade the evening of life.

The fa£t is true, but our courage is the effett of thoughtleflhefs, rather than of reflec-

tion. If a pubhc lottery were drawn for the choice of an immediate vi(nim, and if our

name were infcribed on one of the ten thoufand tickets, fliould we be perfcdlly eafy ?

* See EufFon.

VOL. I. B B
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\^J HEN I firft undertook to prepare Mr. Gibbon's Memoirs for.

* ' the prefs, I fuppofed that it would be neceflary to introduce

fome continuation of them, from the time when they ceafe, namely,

foon after his return to Switzerland in the year 1788 ; but the exa-

mination of his correfpondence with me fuggefted, that the beft con-

tinuation would be the publication of his letters from that time to

his death. I fliall thus give more fatisfadtion, by employing the

language of Mr. Gibbon, inftead of my own ; and the public will

fee him in a new and (I think) an admirable light, as a writer of

letters. By the infertion of a few occafional fentences, I fhall obviate

the difadvantages that are apt to arife from an interrupted narration.

A prejudiced or a faftidlous critic may condemn, perhaps, fome parts

of the letters as trivial ; but many readers, I flatter myfelf, will be

gratified by difcovering even in thefe my friend's affeftlonate feelings,

and his charadter in familiar life. His letters in general bear a flrong

refemblance to the ftyle and turn of his converfation ; the charac-

teriftics of which were vivacity, elegance, and precifion, with know-

ledge aftonilhingly extenfive and correct. He never ceafed to be

inftrudlive and entertaining ; and in general there wa.s a vein of

pleafantry in his converfation which prevented its becoming languid,

even during a refidence of many months with a family in the

country.

It has been fuppofed that he always arranged what he intended to

fay, before he fpoke ; his quicknefs in converfation contradifts this

B B 2 notion ;
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notion : but It is very true, that before he fat down -to write a note

or letter, he completely arranged in his mind what he meant to ex-

prefs. He purfued the fame method in refped to other compofi-

tion ; and he occafionally would walk feveral times about his apart-

ment before he had rounded a period to his tafte. He has pleafantly

remarked to me, that it fometimes coft him many a turn before he

could throw a fentiment into a form that gratified his own criticifm.

His fyftematic habit of arrangement in point of ftyle, affifled, in his

inftance, by an excellent memory and corredl judgment, is much to

be recommended to thofe who afpire to any perfedion in writing.

Although the Menioirs extend beyond the time of Mr. Gibbon's

return to Laufanne, I fliall infert a few Letters, written immediately

after his arrival there, and combine them fo far as to include even the

laft note which he wrote a few days previoufly to his death. Some

of them contain few incidents ; but they conned: and carry on the

account either of his opinions or of his employment.
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LETTERS
FROM

EDWARD GIBBON Efq.

TO THE

Right Hon. LORD SHEFFIELD,

Lausanne, July 30, 1788.—Wediiefday, 3 o'clock.

T HAVE but a moment to liiy, before the departure of the port, that

-^ after a very pleafant journey I arrived here about half an hour

ago ; that I am as well arranged, as if I had never ftlrred from this

place ; and that dinner on the table is juft announced. Severy

I dropt at his country-houfe about two leagues off. I juft faluted

the family, who dine with me the day after to-morrow, and return

to town for fome days, I hope weeks, on my account. The fon is

an amiable and grateful youth ; and even this journey has taught

me to know and to love him ftill better. My fatisfadtlon would be

complete, had I not found a fad and ferious alteration in poor Dey-

verdun -. but thus our joys are chequered ! I embrace all ; and at

this moment feel the laft pang of our parting at Tunbridge. Convqy

this letter or information,, without delay, from Sheffield-Place to Bath,

In a few days I fliall write more amply to both places.

I AriER
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Oftober i, 1788.

After fuch an a€i of vigor as my firft letter, compofed, finilhed,

and dilpatched within half an hour after my landing, while the

dinner was fmoaking on the table, your knowledge of the animal

muft have taught you to expedt a proportionable degree of relaxa-

tion ; and you will be fatisfied to hear, that, for many Wednefdays

and Saturdays, I have confumed more time than would have fuf-

ficed for the epiftle, in devifing reafons for procraftinating it to the

next poft. At this very moment I begin fo very late, as I am juft

going to drefs, and dine in the country, that I can take only the

benefit of the date, Odober the firft, and muft be content to feal and

fend my letter next Saturday.

October the 4th.

Saturday is now arrived, and I much doubt whether I fliall have

time to finifli. I rofe, as ufual, about feven ; but as I knew I ftiould

have fo much time, you know it would have been ridiculous to

begin anv thing before breakfaft. When I returned from my break-

faft-room to the library, unluckily I found on the table fome new

and interefting books, which inftantly caught my attention ; and

without injuring my correfpondent, I could fafcly beftow a fingle

hour to gratify my curionty. Some things which I found in them

infenfibly led me to other books, and other enquiries; the m-orning

has ftolen away, and I fhall be fcon fummoned to drefs and dine

with the two Severys, father and fon, v/ho are returned from the

country on a difagreeable errand, an illnefs of Madame, from which

{he is however recovering. Such is the faithful pitflure of my mind

and manners, and from a fmgle day di/ce omiies. After having been

fo long chained to the oar, in a fplendid galley indeed, I freely and

fairly enjoy my liberty as I promifed in my preface ; range without

2 control
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control over the wide expanfe of my library ; converfe, as my fancy

prompts me, with poets and hlftorians, philofophers and orators, of

every age and language ; and often indulge my meditations in the

invention and arrangement of mighty works, which 1 fliall probably

never find time or application to execute. My garden, beryeau, and

pavilion often varied the fcene of my fludies ; the beautiful weather

which we have enjoyed exhilarated my fpirits, and I again tailed the

wifdom and happinefs of my retirement, till that happinefs was inter-

rupted by a very ferious calamity, which took from me for above a fort-

night all thoughts of ftudy, of amufement, and even of correfpondence.

I mentioned in my firft letter the uneafmefs I felt at poor Deyverdun's

declining health, how much the pleafure of my life was embittered by

the fight of a fuffering and languid friend. The joy of our meeting

appeared at firft to revive him ; and, though not fatisfied, I began

to think, at leaft to hope, that he was every day gaining ground

;

when, alas ! one morning I was fuddenly recalled from my berfeau

to the houfe, with the dreadful intelligence of an apoplectic ftroke;

I found him fenfelefs : the beft affiftance was inftantly colleded ; and

he had the aid of the genius and experience of Mr. Tiflbt, and of the

afliduous care of another phyfician, who for fome time fcarcely

quitted his bedfide either night or day. While I was in momentary

dread of a relapfe, with, a confeffion from his phyficians that fuch a

relapfe muil be fatal, you will feel that I was much more to be

pitied than my friend. At length, art or nature triumphed over the

enemy of life. I was foon affured that all immediate danger was

paft ; and now for many days I have had the fatisfidtlon of feeing

him recover, though by flow degrees, his health and ftrength, his

fleep and appetite. He now walks about the garden, and receives

his particular friends, but has not yet gone abroad. His future

health will depend very much upon his own prudence : but, at all

events, this has been a very ferious warning ; and the flighteft indif-

poficion will hereafter alTume a very formidable afpedl. But let us

turn
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turn from this melancholy fubje£t.—The Man of the People efcaped

from the tumult, the bloody tumult of the Weftminfter eledion,

to the lakes and mountains of Switzerland, and I was informed

that he was arrived at the Lyon d'Or. I fent a compHment ; he

' anfwered it in perfon, and fettled at my houfe for the remainder of

the day., I have eat and drank, and converfed and fat up all niglit

with Fox in England ; but it never has happened, perhaps it never

can happen again, that I fhould enjoy him as I did that day, alone,

from ten in the morning till ten at night. Poor Deyverdun, before

his accident, wanted fpirits to appear, and has regretted it fmce.

Our converfotion never flagged a moment; and he fcemed thoroughly

pleafed with the place and with his company. We had little politics
;

though he gave me, in a few words, fuch a charafter of Pitt, as one

great man fliould give of another his rival : much of books, from my
own, on which he flattered me very pleafantly, to Homer and the

Arabian Nights : much about the country, my garden (which he

underftands far better than I do), and, upon the whole, I think he

envies me, and would do fo were he minifter. The next morning

I gave him a guide to walk him about the town and country, and in-

vited fome company to meet him at dinner. The following day he

continued his journey to Bern and Zurich, and I have heard of him

by various means. The people gaze on him as a prodigy, but he

fhews little inclination to converfe with them, &c. &c. &;c. Our friend

Douglas has been curious, attentive, agreeable ; and in every place

where he has refided fome days, he has left acquaintance who

cfteem and regret him : I never knew fo clear and general an im-

prefTion.

After this long letter I have yet many things to fay, though none

of any preffing confequence. T hope you are not idle In the deliver-

ance of Beriton, though the late events and edicts in France begin

to reconcile me to the poffelTion of dirty acres. What think you of

Necker and the States Generales ?. Are not the public expectations

too
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too fangulne ? Adieu. I will write foon to my lady fcparately,

though I have not any particular fubje£t for her car. Ever

yours.

Lausanne, Nov. 29, 1788.

As I have no correfpondents but yourfelf, I fhould have been re-

duced to the ftale and ftupid communications of the newfpapers, if

you had not difpatched me an excellent fketch of the extraordinary

ftate of things. In fo new a cafe ihefahis populi muft be the firft law;

and any extraordinary ads of the two remaining branches of the

legiflature muft be excufed by neceflity, and ratified by general con-

fent. ***•************-**
* *. Till things are fettled, I expe£l a regular journal.

From kingdoms I defcend to farms. ********
********. Adieu.

Lausanne, Dec. 13, 1788.******************
********. Of public affairs I can only hear with

curiofity and wonder : carelefs as you may think me, I feel myfelf

deeply interefted. You muft now write often ; make Mifs Firth copy

any curious fragments ; and ftir up any of my well-informed ac-

quaintance, Batt, Douglas, Adam, perhaps Lord Loughborough, to

correfpond with me ; I will anfwer them.

We are now cold and gay at Laufanne. The Severys came to

town yefterday. I faw a good deal of Lords Malmfbury and Beau-

champ, and their ladies ; Ellis, of the Rolliad, was with them ; I

like him much : I gave them a dinner.

Adieu for the prefent. Deyverdun is not worfe.

VOL. I. cc Before
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Lausanne, April 25, 1789.

Betore your letter, which I received yefterday, I was in the

anxious fituation of a king, who hourly expedts a courier from his

general, with the news of a decifive engagement. I had dhftained

from writing, for fear of dropping a word, or betraying a feeling,

which might render you too cautious or too bold. On the famous

8th of April, between twelve and two, I refleded that the bufmefs

was determined ; and each fucceeding day I computed the fpeedy

approach of your meflenger, with favourable or melancholy tidings.

When I broke the feal, I expeded to read, " What a damned un-

*' lucky fellow you are ! Nothing tolerable was offered, and I in-

*' dignantly withdrew the eflate." I did remember the fate of poor

Lenborough, and I was afraid of your magnanimity, &c. It is

whimfical enough, but it is human nature, that I now begin to think

of the deep-rooted foundations of land, and the airy fabric of the

funds. I not only confent, but even wifh, to have eight or ten thou-

fand pounds on a good mortgage. The pipe of wine you fent to me

was feized, and would have been confifcated, if the government of

Berne had not treated me with the moil flattering and diftinguifhed

civility; they not only releafed the wine, but they paid out of their own

pocket the fhares to which the bailiif and the informer were entitled

by law. I fliould not forget that the bailiff refufed to accept of his

part. Poor Deyverdun's conftitution is quite broken ; he has had

two or three attacks, not fo violent as the firft : every time the door

is haftily opened, I exped to hear of fome fatal accident : the beft or

worft hopes of the phyficians are only that he may linger fome time

longer ; but, if he lives till the fummer, they propofe fending him to

fome mineral waters at AIx, in Savoy. You will be glad to hear

that I am now alTured of poiTefTing, during my life, this delightful

houfe and garden. The ad has been lately executed in the beft

form, and the handfomell manner, I know not what to fay of your

miracles
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miracles at home : we rejoice in the king's recovery, and its minifte-

rial confequences ; and I cannot be infenfible to the hope, at leaft the

chance, of feeing in this country a firfl lord of trade, or fecretary at

war. In your anfwer, which I fliall impatiently expe£l, you will

give me a full and true account of your defigns, which by this time

muft have dropt, or be determined at leaft, for the prefent year. If

you come, it is high time that we fhould look out for a houfe—

a

talk much lefs eafy than you may pofTibly imagine. Among new
books, I recommend to you the Count de Mirabeau's great work,

" Sur la Monarchie Prufhenne ;" it is in your own way, and gives a

very juft and complete idea of that wonderful machine. His " Cor-
*' refpondence Secrett«" is diabolically good. Adieu. Ever yours.

Lausanne, June 13, 17S9.

You are in truth a wife, adtive., indefatigable, and ineftimable

friend ; and as our virtues are often connected with our faults, if

you were more tame and placid, you would be perhaps of lefs ufe

and value. A very important and difficult tranfadion feems to be

nearly terminated with fuccefs and mutual fatisfadtion : we feem to

run before the wind with a profperous gale ; and, unlefs we fliould

ftrike on fome fecret rocks which I do not forefee, • {hall, on or

before the 31ft July, enter the harbour of Content ; though I cannot

purfue the metaphor by adding we fhall land^ fince our operation is

of a very oppofite tendency. 1 could not eafily forgive myfglf for

fliutting you up in a dark room with parchments and attornies, did

I not refleft that this probably is the laft material trouble that you

will ever have on my account ; and that after the labours and delays

of twenty years, I fhall at laft attain what I have always lighed for,

a clear and competent income, above my wants, and equal to my
wifties. In this contemplation you will be fufficiently rewarded. I

hope ***** will be content with our title-deeds, for I cannot furnifl>

C c 2 another
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another fhred of parchment. Mrs. Gibbon's jointure is fecured on

the Beriton eftate, and her legal confent is requifite for the fale.

Again and again I muft repeat my hope that fhe is perteftly fatif-

fled, and that the clofe of her life may not be embittered by fufpi-

cion, or fear, or difcontent. What new fecurity does fhe prefer,

—

the funds, the mortgage, or your land ? At all events fhe muft be

made eafy. I wrote to her again fome time ago, and begged that if

fhe were too weak to write, flie would defire Mrs, Gould or Mrs.

Holroyd to give me a line concerning her llate of health. To this

no anfwer ; I am afraid fhe is difpleafed.

Now for the difpofal of the money: I approve of the 8000 1,

mortgage on Beriton ; and honour your prudence in not fhewing,.

by the comparifon of the rent and intereft, how foalifh it is to pur-

chafe land. ************.***
There is a chance of my drawing a confiderable fum into this coun-

try, for an arrangement which you yourfelf muft approve, but

which I have not time to explain at prefent. For the fake of dif-

patching, by this evening's poft, an anfwer to your letter which ar-

rived this morning, I confine myfelf to the tieedful, but in the

courfe of a few days I will fend a m.ore familiar epiftle. Adieu..

Ever yours.

Lausanne, July 14, 17891

Poor Deyverdun is no more : he expired Saturday the 4th inftant;.

and in his unfortunate fituation, death could only be viewed by him-

felf, and by his friends, in the light of a confummation devoutly to

be wifhed. Since September he has had a dozen apopledllc ftrokes,,

more or lefs violent ; in the intervals between them his ftrength gra-

dually decayed ; every principle of life was exhaufted ; and had he

continued to drag a miferable exiftence, he muft probably have fur-

vived the lofs of his faculties. Of all misfortunes this was what he

himfelf
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himfelf moft apprehended : but his reafon was clear and cahn to the

Jaft ; he beheld his approaching difTolution with the firmncfs of a

phiiolbpher. I fancied that time and reflexion had prepared me for

the event ; but the habits of three-and-thirty years frlcndfliip are not

fo eafily broken. The firft days, and more efpecially the firft ni'^hts

were indeed painful. Laft Wednefday and Saturday it would not

have been in ray power to write. I muft now recoiled myfelf, fmce

it is neceflary for nie not only to impart the news, but to aflc your
opinion in a very ferious and doubtful queftion, which muft be de-

cided without lofs of time. I fhall ftate the fads, but as I am on the

fpot, and as new lights may occur, I do not promife Implicit obe-

-dience.

Had my poor friend died without a will, a female JirJ? coufin

fettled fomewhere in the north of Germany, and whom I believe he

had never feen, would have been his heir at law. In the next de-

gree he had feveral coufins ; and one of thefe, an old companion, by

name Mr. de TVlontagny, he has chofen for his heir. As this houfe

and garden was the beft and cleareft part of poor Deyverdun'S

forttme ; as there is a heavy duty or fine (what they call lods) on

every change of property out of the legal defcent ; as Montagny has

a fmall eftate and a large family, it was neceflary to make fome pro-

vifion in his favour. The will therefore leaves me the option of en-

joying this place during my life, on paying the fum of a ^o 1. ([

reckon in Engllfh money) at prefenr, and an annual rent of 30!.; or

elfe, of purchafing the houfe and garden for a fum which, includino-

the duty, will amount to 2500 1. If I value the rent of 30 1. at

twelve years purchafe, I may acquire my enjoyment for life at about-

the rate of 600 1.; and the remaining 1900 h will be the difference

between that tenure and abfolute perpetual property. As you have

never accufed me of too much zeal for the interefl: of pofterity, \q\\

will eafily guefs which fcale at firft preponderated. I deeply felt the

advantage of acquiring, for the fraaller fum, every poffible enjoy-

ment,.
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ment, as long as I myfelf (hould be capable of enjoying : I rejedled,

with fcorn, the idea of giving 1900I. for ideal pofthumous property;

and I deemed it of little moment whofe name, after my death,

fliould be infcribed on my houfe and garden at Laufanrie. How
often did I repeat to myfelf the philofophical lines of Pope, which

feem to determine the queftion :

Pray Heaven, cries Swift, it laft as you go on
;

I willi to God this houfe had been your own.

Pity to build without or fon or wife

:

Why, you'll enjoy it only all your life.

Well, if the ufe be mine, does it concern one,

Whether the name belong to Pope or Vernon?

In this ftat« of felf-fatisfa£tion I was not much difturbed by all my
real or nominal friends, who exhort me to prefer the right of pur-

chafe : among fuch friends, fome are carelefs and fome are ignorant

;

and the judgment of thofe, who are able and willing to form an opi-

nion, is often biafled by fome felfilli or focial affection, by fome

vifible or invifible intereft. But my own reflections have gradually

and forcibly driven me from my lirft propenfity ; and thefe reflec-

tions I will now proceed to enumerate :

1. I can make this purchafe with eafe and prudence. As I have

had the pleafure of not hearing from you very lately, I flatter myfelf

that you advance on a carpet road, and that almoft by the receipt of

this letter (July 31ft) the acres of Beriton will be tranfmuted into

fixteen thoufand pounds : if the payment be not abfolutely com-

pleted by that day, ***** will not fcruple, I fuppofe, depofiting the

2600 1. at Gofling's, to meet my draught. Should he hefitate, I can

defire Barrel ta fell quaiitmn fiifficit of my fhort annuities. As foon

as the new fettlement of my affairs is made, I Ihall be able, after

deducting this fum, to fquare my expence to my income, &c.

2. On mature confideration, I am perhaps lefs felfilh and lefs phi-

lofophical than I appear at firil fight : indeed, were I not fo, it

would
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would now be in my power to turn my fortune into life-annuities,

and let the Devil take the hindmoft. I feel, (perhaps it is foollfh,)

but I feel that this little paradife will pleafe me ftill more when it is

abfolutely my own ; and that I fliall be encouraged in every im-

provement of ufe or beauty, by the profped: that, after my departure,

it will be enjoyed by fome perfon of my own choice. I fometimes

reflect with pleafure that my writings will furvive me ; and that idea

is at leaft as vain and chimerical.

3, The heir, Mr. de Montagny, is an old acquaintance. My fitua-

tion of a life-holder is rather new and fingular in this country : the

laws have not provided for many nice cafes which may arife between

the landlord and tenant : fome I can forefee, others have been fug-

gefted, many more I might feel when it would be too late. His

right of property might plague and confine me ; he might forbid my
lending to a friend, infped my condudl, check my improvements,

call for fecurities, repairs, &c. But if I purchafe, I walk on my
own terrace fierce and ered, the free mafter of one of the moft deli-

cious fpots on the globe.

Should I ever migrate homewards, (you ftare, but fuch an event

is lefs improbable than I could have thought it two years ago,) this

place would be difputed by ftrangers and natives.

Weigh thefe reafons, and fend me without delay a rational ex-

plicit opinion, to which I fhall pay fuch regard as the nature of cir-

cumftances will allow. But, alas ! when all is determined, I ihall

polTefs this houfe, by whatfoever tenure, without friendfhip or do-

meftic fociety. I did not imagine, fix years ago, that a plan of life .

fo congenial to my wifhes, would fo fpeedily vaniih. I cannot write

upon any other fubjedl. Adieu, your's even

Lausanne, Auguft 1789.

After receiving and difpatching the power of attorney, laft Wed-

nefday, I opened, with fome palpitation, the unexpedled mifTive

2 which
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which arrived this morning. The perufal of tlie contents fpolled

my breakfaft. They are difiigreeable in themfelves, alarming in

their confequences, and peculiarly unpleafant at the prefent moijnent,

•when 1 hoped to have formed and fecured the arrangements of my

future life. I do not perfectly underftand what are thefe deeds

which are fo inflexibly required ; the wills and marriage-fettlements

I have fufficiently anfwered. But your arguments do not convince

***'*, and I have very little hope from the Lenborough fearch.

What v/ill be the event ? If his objections are only the refult of

legal fcrupulofity, furely they might be removed, and every chink

might be filled, by a general bond of indemnity, in which I boldly

afk you to join, as it will be a fubflantial important aft of friend-

fhip, without any poffible rifk to yourfelf or your fuccefTors. Should

he ftill remain obdurate, I muft believe what I already fufpedt, that

**** repents of his purchafe, and wifhes to elude the conclufion.

Our cafe would be then hopelefs, ibi omtiis cffufiis labor^ and the

eftate would be returned on our hands with the taint of a bad title.

The refufal of mortgage does not pleafe me ; but furely our offer

{hews fome confidence in the goodnefs of my title. If he will not

,take eight thoufand pounds at four per cent, we muft look out elfe-

where ; new doubts and delays will arife, and I am perfuaded that

you will not place an implicit confidence in any attorney. I know

not as yet your opinion about my Laufanne purchafe. If you are

againft it, the prefent pofitlon of affairs gives you great advantage,

&c. &c. The Severys are all well ; an uncommon circumftance for

the four perfons of the family at once. They are now at Mex, a

country-houfe fix miles from hence, which I vifit to-morrow for

two or three days. They olten come to town, and we Ihall contrive

to pafs a part of the autumn together at Roile. I want to change

the fcene ; and beautiful as the garden and profpedt muft appear to

every eye, I feel that the ftate of my own mind cafts a gloom over

them ; every fpot, every walk, every bench, recals the memory of

I thole
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thofe hours, of thofe converfations, which will return no more. But

I tear myfelf from the fubjedl. I could not help writing to-day,

though I do not find I have faid any thing very material. As you

muft be confcious that you have agitated me, you will not poftpone

any agreeable, or even decifive intelligence. I almoft hefitate, whe-

ther I fhall run over to England, to confult with you on the fpot,

and to fly from poor Deyverdun's fhade, which meets rne at every

turn. I did not cxpedl to have felt his lofs fo iharply. But fix hun-

dred miles ! Why are we fo far off?

Once more. What is the difEculty of the title ? Will men of

fenfe, in a fenfible country, never get rid of the tyranny of lawyers ?

more oppreflive and ridiculous than even the old yoke of the clergy.

Is not a term of feventy or eighty years, nearly twenty in my own

perfon, fufficient to prove our legal pofleffion ? Will not the records

of fines and recoveries atteft that /am free from any bar of entails

and fettlements ? Confult fome fage of the lavv', whether their pre-

fent demand be neceffary and legal. If your ground be firm, force

them to execute the agreement or forfeit the depofit. But if, as I

much fear, they have a right, and a wifh, to elude the confummation,

would it not be better to releafe them at once, than to be hung up

for five years, as in the cafe of Lovegrove, which coft me in the

end four or five thoufand poimds ? You are bold, you are wife

;

confult, refolve, aft. In my penultimate letter I dropped a flrange

hint, that a migration homeward was not impoffible. I know not

what to fay ; my mind is all afloat
;
yet you will not reproach me vnth

caprice or inconftancy. How many years did you damn my fcheme

of retiring to Laufanne ! I executed that plan ; I found as much

happincfs as is compatible with human nature, and during four

years (1783— 1787) I never breathed a figh of repentance. On
my return from England the fcene was changed : I found only a

faint femblance of Deyverdun, and that femblance was each day

fading from mv fight, I have pafled an anxious year, but my
VOL. I. D D anxiety
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anxiety is now at an end, and the profpcd: before me is a melan-

choly Iblitude. I am Pcill deeply rooted in this country ; the pof-

feflion of this paradife, the friendiliip of the Severys, a mode of

fociety fuited to my tafte, and the enormous trouble and expcnce of

a migration. Yet in England (when the prefent clouds are difpelled)

I could form a very comfortable eftablifliment in London, or rather

at Bath ; and I have a very noble country-feat at about ten miles

from Eaft Grinftead in Suifex *. Tliat fpot is dearer to me than the

reft of the three kingdoms ; and I have fometimes v/ondered how

two meii, fo oppofite in their tempers and purfuits, fliould have im-

bibed fo long and lively a propenfity for each other. Sir Stanier

Porten is juft dead. He has left his widow with a moderate penfion,

and two children, my neareft relations: the eldeft, Charlotte, is~

about Louifa's age, and alfo a mofl amiable fenfible young creature.

I have conceived a romantic idea of educating and adopting lier

;

as we defcend into the vale of years our infirmities require fome do-

meftic female fociety : Charlotte would be the comfort of my age,

and I could reward her care and tendernefs with a decent fortune.

A thoufand difEculties oppofe the execution of the plan, which I

have never opened but to you
; yet it would be lef; impradlicable

in England than in Switzerland. Adieu. I am wounded
j
pour

fome oil into my wounds : yet I am lefs unhappy fince I have

thrown my mind upon paper.

Are you not amazed at the French revolution ? They have the

power, will they have the moderation, to eftabliili a good confti-

tution ? Adieu, ever yours.

Lausanne, Sept. 9, 17S9.

Within an hour after the reception of your laft, I drew my
pen for the purpofe of a reply, and my exordium ran in the following

•words: " Ifind by experience, that it is much more rational, as well

* Alluding to ShefBeld-Place.

« as



TO LORD SHEFFIELD. 26j

" as eaiy, to anfwer a letter of real bufmefs by tlie return of the

" pofl:." This important truth is again verified by my own ex-

ample. After writing three pages I was called away by a very ra-

tional motive, and the poft departed before I could return to the

concluiion. A fecond delay was coloured by fome decent pretence-

Three weeks have flipped away, and I now force myfelf on a tafk,

which I fl^ould have difpatched without an effort on the firil fum-

mons. My only excufe is, that I had little to write about Engliih

bufinefs, and that I could write nothing delinitive about my Swifs

affairs. And firfl, as Ariftotle fays of the firfl,

1. I was indeed in low fpirits when I fent what you fo juflly fllle

my difmal letter ; but I do alfure you, that my own feelings con-

tributed much more to fink me, than any events or terrors relative to

the fale of Beriton. But I again hope and trufl, from your confo-

latory epiffle, that, &c. &c.

2. My Swifs tranfi(5lion has fullered a great alteration. I fliall

not become the proprietor of my houfe and garden at Laufanne, and

I relinquiili the phantom with more regret than you could eafily

imagine. But I have been determined by a difficulty, which at firfl

appeared of little moment, but which has gradually fwelled to an

alarming magnitude. There is a law in this country, as well as in

fome provinces of France, which is ftyled le droit de retrait^ le retra'it

Ugrmgerc, (Lord Loughborough muft have heard of it,) by whicli

the relations of the deceafed are entitled to redeem a houfe or eflate

at the price for which it has been foJd ; and as the fum fixed by

poor Deyverdun is much below its known value, a crowd of compe-

titors are beginning to flart. The befi: opinions (for they are di-

vided) are in my favour, that I am not fubje£l to le droit de retrait,

fince I take not as a purchafei% but as a legatee. But the words of

the will are fomewhat ambiguous, the event of law is always uncer-

tain, the adminiffration of jufticc at Bern (the lafl appeal) depends

too much on favour and intrigue ; and it is very* doubtful whether I

could revert to the life-holding, after having chofen and lofl the

D D 2 property.
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property. Thefe confideratious engaged me to open a negoclation

with Mr. de Montagny, througli the medium of my friend the judge
;

and as he moil ardently wifhes to keep the houfe, he confented,

tliough with fome rehidance, to my propofals, Yefterday he figned

a covenant in the moft regular and binding form, by which he

allows my power of transferring my intereft, interprets in the moft

ample fenfe my right of making alterations, and exprefsly renounces

all claim, as landlord, of vifiting or infpedling the premifes. I have

promifed to lend him twelve thoufand livres, (between feven and

eight hundred pounds,) fecured on the houfe and land. The mort-

gage is four times its value ; the intereft of four pounds /.fr^i?///. will

be annually difcharged by the rent of thirty guineas. So that I am '

now tranquil on that fcore for the remainder of my days. I hope

that time will gradually reconcile me to the place which I have in-

habited with my poor friend ; for in fpite of the cream of London,

I am ftill perfuaded that no other place is fo well adapted to my tafte

and habits of ftudious and fecial life.

Far from delighting in the whirl of a metropolis, my only com-

plaint againft Laufanne is the great number of ftrangers, always of

Englifli, and now of French, by whom we are infefted in fummer.

Yet we have efcaped the damned great ones, the Count d'Artois, the

Pollgnacs, &c. who flip by us to Turin. What a fcene is France !

While the affcmbly is voting abftradl propofitions, Paris is an inde-

pendent republic ; the provinces have neither authority nor freedom,

and poor Necker declares that credit is no more, and that the people

refufe to pay taxes. Yet I think you muft be feduced by the abo-

lition of tithes. If Eden goes to Paris you may have fome curious

information. Give me fome account of Mr. and Mrs. Douglas. Do

they live with Lord North ? I hope they do. When will parlia-

ment be difiblved ? Are you ftill Coyentry-mad ? I embrace my

Lady, the fprightly Maria, and the fmiling Louifa. Alas! alas.t

you v/lU never come to Switzerland. Adieu, ever yours.
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Lausanne, Sept. 251!!, 17S9.

Alas ! what perils do environ

The man who meddles with cold iron.

Alas ! what delays and difficulties do attend the man who meddles

with legal and landed bufmefs ! Yet if it be only to difappoint your

expe£tation, I am not fo very nervous at this new provoking ob-

ftacle. I had totally forgotten the deed in queftion, which was con-

trived in the laft year of my father's life, to tie his hands and regu-

late the diforder of his affairs ; and whlcli might have been fo cafily

cancelled by Sir Stanier, who had not the fmalleft interefl in it,

either for himfelf or his family. The amicable fuit, which is now
become neceffary, muft, I think, be fhort and unambiguous, yet I

cannot help dreading the crotchets, that lurk under the chancellor's

great wig ; and, at all events, I forefee feme additional delay and

expence. The golden pill of the two thoufand eight hundred pounds

has foothed my difcontent ; and if it be fafely lodged with the Gof-

lings, I agree with you, in confidering it as an unequivocal pledge of

a fair and willing purchafer. It is indeed chiefly in that light I now
rejoice in fo large a depofit, which is no longer neceffary in its full

extent. You are apprifed by my lad letter that I hive reduced

myfelf to the life-enjoyment of the houfe and garden. And, in

fpite of my feelings, I am every day more convinced that I have

chofen the fafer fide. I believe my caufe to have been good, but

it was doubtful. LaAV in this country is not fo expenfive as in

England, but it is more troublefome ; I muft have gone to Bern,

have follcited my judges in perfon ; a vile cuftom ! the event was

uncertain; and during at leaft two years, I fliould have been in a

ftate of fufpenfe and anxiety; till the conclufion of which it would

have been madnefs to have attempted any alteration or improvement.

According to my prefent arrangement I fhall want no more than

eleven hundred pounds of the two thoufand, and I fuppofe you will

direift
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dired Gofling to lay out the remainder in India bonds, that it may

not lie quite dead, while I am accountable to * * * * for the in-

tereft. The elderly lady in a male habit, who informed me that

Yorkfliire is a regifter county, is a certain judge, one Sir William

Blackftone, Vvdiofe name you may poflibly have heard. After flating

the danger of purchafers and creditors, with regard to the title of

^flates on which they lay out or lend their money, he thus con-

tinues :
" In Scotland every adt and event regarding the tranfmiffion

" of property is regularly entered on record ; and fome of our own .

" provincial divilions, particularly the extended county of York

" and the populous county of Middlefex, have prevailed with the

" leglflature to eredt fuch regifters in their refpective diftricts."

(Blackftone's Commentaries, vol. ii. p. 343, edition of 1774, in

quarto.) If I am millaken, it is in pretty good company ; but I

fufpedl that we are all right, and that the regifter is conlined to one

or two ridings. As we have, alas ! two or three months before us, I

ihould hope that your prudent fagacity will difcovcr Ibme found

land, in cafe you fliould not have time to arrange another mortgage.

I now v/rite in a hurry, as I am jull fetting out for Rolle, where I

fhall be fettled with cook and fervants in a pleafant apartment, till

the middle of November. The Severys have a houfe there, where

they pafs the autmiin. I am not forry to vary the fcene for a few

weeks, and i wilh to be abfent while fome alterations are making in

my houfe atLaufanne. I wiih the change of air-may be of fervice to

Severy the father, but we do not at all like his prefent ftate of health.

How completely, alas, how completely ! could I now lodge you

:

but your firm refolvc of making me a vlfit feems to have vanifhed

like a dream. Next fummer you will not find five hundred pounds

for a rational friendly expedition ; and fhould parliament be dif-

folved, you will perhaps find five thoufand for . I cannot

think of it with patience. Pray take ferious ftrenuous meafures for

fending me a pipe of excellent Madeira in cafk, with fome dozens

of
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of Malmfey Madeira. It fliould be configned to MelTrs. Romberg

Voitnrlers at Oftend, and I muft have timely notice of its march^

We have fo much to fay about France, that I fuppofe we fliall never

fay any thing. That country is now in a ftate of diflokition. Adieu.

Lausanne, December 15th, 1789.

You have often reafon to accufe my ftrange filcnce and ncgle*^; in

the mofl: important of my own aflairs ; for I will prefume to aflert,

that in a bufmefs of yours of equal confequence, you {hould not

find me cold or carelefs. But on the prefent occafion my filence is,

perhaps, the higheft compliment I ever paid you. You remember

the anfwer of Philip of Macedon :
" Philip may fleep, while he

" knows that Parmenio is awake." I expeded, and, to fay the

truth, I wifhed that my Parmenio would have decided and adled,

without expeding my dilatory anfwer, and in his decifion I fliould

have acquiefced with implicit confidence. But fmce you will have

my opinion, let us confider the prefent ftate of my affairs. In the

tourfe of my life I have often known, and fometimes felt, the dif-

ficulty of getting money, but I now find myfelf involved in a more

lingular diflrefs, the difficulty of placing it, and if it continues much

longer, I fhall almoft wifh for my land again.

I perfeftly agree with you, that it is bad management to purchafe

in the funds when they do not yield four pounds per cent. * * *

# * * * * *• * * # * *..

Some of this money I can place fafely, by means of my banker

here ; and I fhall poffefs, what I have nlways defired, a command of

cafh, which I cannot abufe to my prejudice, fmce I have it in my
power to fupply with my pen any extraordinary or fanciful in-

dulgence of expence. And fo much, much indeed, for pecuniary

matters. What would you have me fay of the afiairs of France ?

We are too near, and too remote, to form an accurate judgment of

that wonderful fcene. The abufes of the court and government

8- called
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called aloud for reformation ; and it has happened, as it will always

happen, that an innocent well-difpofed Prince has paid the forfeit of

the fins of his predecefTors ; of the ambition of Lewis the Fourteenth,

of the profufion of Lewis the Fifteenth. The French nation had a

glorious opportunity, but they have abufed, and may lofe their ad-

vantages. If they had been content with a liberal tranflation of our

fyftem, if tliey had refpe£led the prerogatives of the crown, and the

privileges of the nobles, they might have raifed a folid fabric on the

only true foundation, the natural ariftocracy of a great country.

How different is the profpedl ! Their King brought a captive to

Paris, after his palace had been flained with the blood of his guards

;

the nobles in exile ; the clergy plundered in a way which ftrikes at

the root of all property ; the capital an independent republic ; the

union of the provinces diffolved ; the flames of difcord kindled by

the worfl: of men
;

(in that light I confider Mirabeau ;) and the

honefteft of the aflembly, a fet of vald vifionaries, (like our Dr.

Price,) who gravely debate, and dream about the eftabliflrment of

a pure and pexfeft democracy of five-and- twenty millions, the vir-

tues of the golden age, and the primitive rights and equality of

mankind, v/hich would lead, in fair reafoning, to an equal partition

of lands and money. How many years mull elapfe before France

can recover any vigour, or refume her ftation among the Powers of

Europe ! AS yet, there is no fymptom of a great man, a Richlieu

or a Cromwell, arifing, either to reftore the monarchy, or to lead the

commonwealth. The weight of Paris, more deeply engaged in the

funds than al/ the reft of the kingdom, will long delay a bank-

ruptcy ; and if it fhould happen, it will be, both in the caufe and

the effed, a meafure of weaknefs, rather than of ftrength. You

fend me to Chamberry, to fee a Prince and an ArchbilTiop. Alas !

we have exiles enough here, with the Marfhal de Caftries and the

Duke de Guignes at their head; and this inundation of ftrangers,

which ufed to be confined to the fummer, will now ftagnate all the

6 winter.
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winter. The only ones whom I have feen with pleafure are

Mr. Mounier, the late prefxdent of the national afTembly, and the

Count de Lally ; they have both dined with me. Mounier, who is

a ferious dry politician, is returned to Daupliine. Lally is an ami-

able man of the world, and a poet : he pafles the winter here. You

know how much I prefer a quiet felcfl fociety to a crowd of

names and titles, and that I always feek coaverfation with a view

to amufement, rather than information. What happy countries

are England and Switzerland, if they know and preferve their

happinefs.

I have a thoufand things to fay to my Lady, Maria, and Loulfa,

but I can add only a Ihort poftfcript about the Madeira. Good Ma-

deira is now become eflential to my health and reputation. May
your hogfhead prove as good as the laft ; may it not be intercepted

by the rebels or the Auftrians, What a fcene again in that country

!

Happy England ! Happy Switzerland ! I again repeat, adieu.

Lausanne, January 27th, 1790.

Your two laft epiftles, of the 7th and i jcth inftant, were fomewhat

delayed on the road ; they arrived within two days of each other,

the laft this morning (the 27th); fo that I anfvver by the lirft, or^

at leaft by the fecond poft. Upon the whole, your French method,

though fometimes more rapid, appears to me lefs fure and fteady

than the old German highway, &c. &e. * * * *.*-** * ** * * ***
But enough of this. A new and brighter profped; feems to be break-

ing upon us, and few events of that kind have ever given me more

pleafure than your fuccefsful negociation and * * * * '$ fatisfadlory

anfwer. The agreement is, indeed, equally convenient for both

parties : no time or expence will be v/afted in fcrutlnizing the title of,

the eftate ; th.e intereft will be fecured by the claufe of five per cent.,

and T lament with you, that no larger fum than eight thoufand

VOL. I. E,E pound§
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pounds can be placed on Benton, without afking (what might be

fomewhat impudent) a collateral fecurity, &c. &c. * * *

* * * * * * * * « * *.

But I wifh^you to choofe and execute one or the other of thefe ar-

rangemeiits with fage difcretion and ^bfolute power. I fhorten my

letter, that I may difpatch it by this poft. I fee the time, and I

fhall rejoice to fee it at the end of twenty years, when my cares will

be at an end, and our friendly pages will be no longer fuUied with

the repetition of dirty land and vile money ; when we may expatiate

on the politics of the world and our perfonal fentiments. Without

expeQing your anfwer of bufmefs, I mean to write foon in a purer

flyle, and I wifti to lay open to my friend the flate of my mind,

which (exclufive of all worldly concerns) is not perfectly at eafe.

In the mean while, I muft add two or three fhort articles, i. I am

aftoniflied at Elmfley's filence, and the immobility of your pidure.

Mine fliould have departed long fmce, could I have found a fure

opportunity, &c. &c. Adieu, yours.

Lausanne, May 15th, 1790,

Since the firft origin (ab cvo) of our connedtion and correfpond-

ence, fo long an interval of filence has not intervened, as far as I

remember, between us, &.c. &c.

From my faience you conclude that the moral complaint, which I

had infinuated in my laft, is either infignificant or fanciful. The con-

clufion is rafn. But the complaint in queftion is of the nature of a flow

lingering dlfeafe, which is not attended with any immediate danger.

As I have not leifure to expatiate, take the idea in three words ;
" Since

" the lofs of poor Deyverdun, I am alone ; and even in Paradife, fo-

* litude is painful to a fecial mind. When I was a dozen years

*' younger, I fcarcely felt the weight of a fingle exiftence amidft the

" crowds of London, of parliament, of clubs ; but it will prefs more

J " heavily
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V

" lieavily upon: mc in this tranquil land, in the decline of life, and

" with the increafe of infirmities. Some expedient, even the moft

** defperate, muft be embraced, to fecure the domeftic fociety of a

" male or female companion. But I am not in a hurry ; there is

*',time for reflexion and advice." During this winter fuch finet

feelings have been fufpended by the groffer evil of bodily pain. On
the ninth of February I was feized by fuch a fit of the gout as I had

never known, though I muft be thankful that its dire effedls have

been confined to the feet and knees, without afcending to the more

noble parts. With fome viciflitudes of better and worfe, I have

groaned between two and three months ; the debility has furvived

the pain, and though now eafy, I am carried about in my chair,

without any power, and with a very dlftant chance, of fupporting

myfelf, from. the extreme weaknefs and contradlion of the joints of

my knees. Yet I am happy in a fkilful phyfician, and kind alfidu-

ous friends : every e-vening, during more than three months, has

been enlivened (excepting when I have been forced to refufe them) by

fome cheerful vifits, and very often by a chofen party of both fexes.

How different is fuch fociety from the folitary evenings which I

have pafled in the tumult of London ! It is not worth while fighting

about a fhadow, but fhould I ever return to England, Bath, not the

metropolis, would be my laft retreat.

Your portrait is at laft arrived in perfect condition, and now oc-

cupies a confpicuous place over the chimney-glafs in my library. It

is the obje<3: of general admiration
;
good judges (the few) applaud

the work ; the name of Reynolds opens the eyes and mouths of the

many ; and were not I afraid of making you vain, I would inform

you that the original is not allowed to be more than five-and-thirty.

In fpite of private reluctance and public difcontent, I have honour-

ably difmifled viyfelf*. I fliall arrive at Sir Jofhua's before the end

of the month ; he will give me a look, and perhaps a touch ; and

* His portrait.

E E 2 VOU



212 LETTERS FROM MR. GIBBON

you will be indebted to the prefident one guinea for the carriage.

Do not be nervous, I am not rolled up ; had I been lb, you might

have gazed on my charms four months ago. I want fome account

of yourfelf, of my Lady, (Hi all we never diredly correfpond ?) of

Louifa, and of Maria. How has the latter fince her launch fup-

ported a quiet winter in Suflex ? I fo much rejoice in your divorce

from that b Kitty Coventry, that I care not what marriage you

contrad. A great city would fuit your dignity, and the duties

which would kill me in the firft feflion, would fupply your adlivity

with a conftant fund of amufement. But tread foftly and furely;

the ice is deceitful, the w^ater is deep, and you may be foufed over

head and ears before you are aware. Why did not you or Elmfley

fend me the African pamphlet * by the poll ? it would not have

coft much. You have fuch a knack of turning a nation, that I am
afraid you will triumph (perhaps by the force of argument) over

juftice and humanity. But do you not expetfl to work at Belze-

bub's fugar plantations in the infernal regions, under the tender go-

vernment of a negro-driver ? I fhould fuppofe both my Lady and

Mifs Firth very angry with you.

As to the bill for prints, which has been too long negleded,

•why wiH you not exercife the power, which I have never revoked,

over all my cafh at the Goflings ? The Severy family has pafled a

very favourable M'inter ; the young man is impatient to hear from a

family which he places above all others : yet he will generoully write

next week, and fend you a drawing of the alterations in the houle.

Do not raife your ideas; you know /am fatisfied with convenience

in architecture, and fome elegance in furniture. I admire the cooi-

nefs with which you afk me to epiftolize Reynell and Elmfley, as if

a letter were fo eafy and pleafant a tafk ; it appears lefs fo to me

every day.

» Obfervatlons on the Projeil for abolifliing the Slave Trade, by Lord ShefEeId>

Your
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1790.

VoUR indignation will melt into pity, when you hear that for

feveral weeks part I have been again confined to my chamber and my
chair. Yet I muft haften, generoufly haflen, to exculpate the gout,

my old enemy, from the curfes which you already pour on his head.

He is not the caufe of this diforder, although the confequences have

been fomewhat funilar. I am fatisfied that this effort of nature has

faved me from a very dangerous, perhaps a fatal, crifis ; and I liften

to the flattering hope that it may tend to keep the gout at a more

refpedlful diftance, &c. &c. &c.

The whole flieet has been filled with dry felfifh bufinefs ; but I

muft and will referve fome lines of the cover for a little friendly con-

verfation. I pafled four days at the caftle of Copet with Necker ; and

could have wifhed to have fliewn him, as a warning to any afplring

youth poffefTed with the dxinon of ambition. With all the means

of private happinefs in his power, he is the moft miferable of human:

beings : the paft, the prefent, and the future are equally odious to

him. When I fuggefted fome domeftic amufements of books, build-

ing, &c. he anfwei'ed, with a deep tone of defpair, " Dans I'etat ou
" je fuis, je ne puis fentir que le coup de vent qui m'a abbatu."

How different from the carelcfs cheerfulnefs with which our poor

friend Lord North fupported his fall ! Madame Necker maintains

more external compofure, mens le D'table ii'y pcrd r'len. It is true

that Necker wifhed to be carried into the clofet, like old Pitt, on the

fhoulders of the people ; and that he has been ruined by the demo-

cracy which he had raifed. I believe him to be an able financier, and

know him to be an honeft man ; too honeft, perhaps, for a minifter.

His rival Calonne has paffed through Laufanne, in his way from

Turin ; and was foon followed by the Prince of Conde, with his fon

and grandfon ; but I was too much indifpofed to fee them. They

have, or have had, fome wild projeds of a counter-revolution :

horfes have been bought, men levied : fuch foolilh attempts muft

end
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end in the ruin of the party. Burke's book is a moft admirable me-

dicine againft the French difeafe, which has made too much progrefs

even in this happy country. I admire his eloquence, I approve his

politics, I adore his chivalry, and I can forgive even his fupcrftitlon.

The primitive church, which I have treated with fome freedom, was

itfelf at that time an innovation, and I was attached to the old Pagan

eftabllfhment. The French fpread fo many lies about the fentiments

of the Englifh nation, that I wifh the moft confiderable men of all

parties and defcriptions would join in fome public aft, declaring

themfelves fatisfied and refolved to fupport our prefent conftitution.

Such fi.
declaration would have a wonderful effeft in Europe ; and,

were I thought worthy, I myfelf would be proud to fubfcribe it.

I have a great mind lo fend you fomcthing of a fketch, fuch as all

thinking men might adopt.

I have intelligence of the approach of my Madeira. I accept witli

equal pleafure the fecond pipe, now in the Torrid Zone. Send me

fome pleafant details of your domeftic Hate, of Maria, &c. If my
Lady thinks that my filence is a mark of indifference, my Lady is a

goofe. I mr^ have you all at Laufanne next fummer.

Lausanne, Auguft 7, 1790.

I ANSWETi at once your two letters ; and I fhould probably have

taken earlier notice of the firft, had I not been in daily expectation

of the fecond. I muft begin on the fiibjedl of what really interefts

me the moft, your glorious eledlion for Briftol. Moft fmcerely do I

congratulate your exchange of a curfed expenfive jilt, who deferted

you for a rich Jew, for an honourable connexion with a chafte and

virtuous matron, who will probably be as conftant as fhe is dlfm-

terefted. In the w^hole range of eleftion from Caithnefs to St. Ives,

I much doubt whether there be a fmgle -choice fo truly honourable

to the member and the conftituents. The fecond commercial city

invites, from a diftant province, an independent gentleman, known

only
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only by his a(3;ive fpirit, and his writings on the fubje£l of trade

;

and names him, without intrigue or expence, for her reprefentative :

even the voice -of party is filenced, while fadlions ftrive which Ihall

applaud the moft.

You are now fare, for feven years to come, of never wanting food

;

I mean bufmefs : what a crowd of fuitors or complainants will be-

ficge your door ! what a load of letters and memorials will be heaped

on your table ! 1 much queftion whether even you will not fome-

times exclaim, Ohe ! jam fotis ejl I but that is your afiliir. Of the

excurfion to Coventry I cannot decide, but I hear it is pretty gene-

rally blamed : but, however, I love gratitude to an old friend ; and

Ihall not be very angry if you damned them with a farewel to all

eternity. But I cannot reprefs my indignation at the ufe of thofe

foolifh, obfolete, odious words. Whig and Tory. In the American

war they might have fome meaning ; and then your Lordihip was a

Tory, although you fuppofed yourfelf a Whig : fince the coalition,

all general principles have been confounded ; and if there ever was

an oppofition to men, not meafures, it is the prefent. Luckily both

the leaders are great men ; and, whatever happens, the country muft

fall upon its legs. What a ftrange mift of peace and war feems to

hang over the ocean! We can perceive nothing but fecrecy and

vigor ; but thofe are excellent qualities to perceive in a minifler.

From yourfelf and politics I now return to my private concerns,

which I fliall methodically confider under the three great articles of

mind, body, and eftate.

I. I am not abfolutely difpleafed at your firing fo haftily at the

hint, a tremendous hint, in my laft letter. But the danger is not fo

ferlous or imminent as you feem to fufped ; and I give you my
word, that, before I take the flighteft ftep which can bind me either

in law, confcience, or honour, I will fliithfully communicate, and

we will freely difcufs, the whole ftate of the bulinefs. But at pre-

fent there is not any'thing to communicate or difcufs ; I do alTure you

tha:
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that I have not any particular objeft in view : I am not in love with

any of the hysenas of Laufanne, though there are fome who keep

their claws tolerably well pared. Sometimes, in a folitary mood, I

have fancied myfelf married to one or another of thofe whofc fociety

and converfatioii are the moft pleafmg to me ; but when I have

painted in my fancy all the probable confequences of fuch an union,

I have flarted from my dream, rejoiced in my efcape, and ejaculated

a thankfgiving that I was ftill in poffeffion of my natural freedom.

Yet 1 feel, and fhall continue to feel, that domeftic folitude, how-

ever it may be alleviated by the world, by ftudy, and even by friend-

fhip, is a comfortlefs ftate, which will grow more painful as I de-

fcend in the vale of years. At prefent my lituation is very tolerable
;

and if at dinner-time, or at my return home in the evening, I fome-

times figh for a companion, there are many hours, and many occa-

fions, in which I enjoy the fuperior bleffing of being fole mafter of

my own houfe. But your plan, though lefs dangerous, is ftill more

abfurd than mine : fuch a couple as you defcribe could not be found
;

and, if found, would not anfwer my purpofe ; their rank and pofition

would be awkward and ambiguous to myfelf and my acquaintance
;

and the agreement of three perfons of three characters would be ftill

more impradicable. My plan of Charlotte Porten is undoubtedly the

moft defirable ; and fhe might either remain a fpinfter (the cafe is not

without example), or marry fome Swifs of my choice, who would

increafe and enliven our fociety; and both would have the ftrongeft

motives for kind and dutiful behaviour. But the mother has been

indiredly founded, and will not hear of fuch a propofal for fome

years. On my fide, I would not take her, but as a piece of foft

was which I could model to the language and manners of the

country : I muft thei'efore be patient.

Young Severy's letter, which may be now in your hands, and

which, for thefe three or four laft pofts, has furnifhed my indolence

with a new pretence for delay, has already informed you of, the;

2 means
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means and clrcumftances of my refurredHon. Tedious indeed was

my confinement, fince I was not able to move from my houfe or

chair, from the ninth of February to the firft of July, very nearly five

months. The firfl w^eeks were accompanied with more pain than I

have ever known in the gout, with anxious days and fleeplefs nights;

and when that pain fubfided, it left a weaknefs in my knees which

feemed to have no end. My confinement was however foftened by

books, by the poflelTion of every comfort and convenience, by a fuc-

ceffion each evening of agreeable company, and by a flow of equal

fpirits and general good health. During the laft weeks I defcended

to the ground floor, poor Deyverdun's apartment, and confliruaed a

chair like Merlin's, in which I could wheel myfelf in the houfe and

on the terrace. My patience has been univerfally admired
;
yet how

many thoufands have pafled thofe five months lefs eafily than my-

felf. I remember making a remark perfeftly fimple, and perfedlly

true :
" At prefent, (I faid to Madame de Severy,) I am not pofi-

" tively miferable, and I may reafonably hope a daily or weekly im-

" provement, till fooner or later in the fummer I fhall recover new
" limbs, and new pleafures, which I do not now pofl'efs : have any

*' of you fuch a profpedl ?" The predi£lion has been accompliihed,

and I have arrived to my prefent condition of fl:rength, or rather of

feeblenefs : I now can walk with tolerable eafe in my garden and

fmooth places ; but on the rough pavement of the town I ufe, and

perhaps fhall ufe, a fedan chair. The Pyrmont waters have per-

formed wonders ; and my phyfician (not Tiflbt, but a very fenfible

man) allows me to hope, that the term of the interval will be in

proportion to that of the fit.

Have you read in the Englifh papers, that the government of

Berne is overturned, and that we are divided into three democratical

leagues ? true as what I have read In the French papers, that the

Englifh have cut oif Pitt's head, and abolifhed the Houfe of Lords.

The people of this country are happy ; and in fpite of fome mif-

voL. lo F i" creauts,
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creants, and more foreign emiffarles, they arc fenfible of tlieir hap-

pinefs.

Finally—Inform my Lady, that I am indignant at a falfe and here-

tical affertion in her laft letter to Severy, *' that friends at a diftancc

" cannot love each other, if they do not write." I love her better

than any woman in the world ; indeed I do ; and yet I do not write.

And fhe herfelf—^but I am calm. We have now nearly one hundred

French exiles, fome of them worth being acquainted with
;
par-

ticularly a Count dc Schomberg, who is become almoft my friend

;

he is a man. of the world, of letters, and of fufficient age, fince in

1753 he fucceeded to Marfhal Saxe's regiment of dragoons. As to

the reft, I entertain them, and they flatter me : but I wifh we were

reduced to our Laufanne fociety. Poor France ! the ftate is diffolved,

the nation is mad ! Adieu.

Lausanne, April 9, 179'.

FrRST, of my health : it is now tolerably reftored, my legs are ftill

weak, but the animal in general is in a found and lively condition ; and.

we have great hopes from the fine weather and the Pyrmont waters..

I moft fmcerely wifhed for the prefence of Maria, to embellifii a ball

which I gave the 29th of laft month to all the beft company, natives

and foreigners, of Laufanne, with the aid of the Sevqrys, efpecially of

the mother and fon,who diredted the oeconomy, and performed the ho-

nours of ih.€ ft't'e. It opened about feven in the evening ; the afTembly

of men and women was pleafed and pleafing, the mufic good, the illu-

mination fplendid, the refrelhments profufe : at twelve, one hundred

and thirty perfons fat down to a very good fupper : at two, Iftole away

to bed, in a fnug corner ; and I was informed at breakfaft, that the

remains of thp veteran and young troops, with Severy and his fifter

at their head, had concluded the laft dance about a quarter before

feven. This magnificent enrertainment has gained me great credit

;

and the expence was more reafon^ble than you can eafily imagine.

This
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This was an extraordinary event, but I give frequent dinners ; ami

In the fummer I have an aflembly every Sunday evening. What a

wicked vs^retch ! fays my Lady.

I cannot pity you for the accumulation of bufinefsjasyou ought not

to pity wr?, if I complained of the tranquillity of Laufanne; wefufferor

enjoy the effects of our own choice. Perhaps you will mutter fome-

thing, of our not being born for ourfelves, of public fpirlt (I have for-

merly read of fuch a thing), of private friendfhip, for which I give you

full and ample credit, &c. But your parliamentary operations, at

leaft, will probably expire iti the month of June ; and I fhall refufe to

fign the Newhaven conveyance, unlefs I am fatisficd that you will

execute the Laufanne vifit this fummer. On the 15th of June, fnp-

pofe Lord, Lady, Maria, and maid, (poor Louifa!) in a poll: coach,

with Elienne on horfeback, fet out from Downing-Street, or Sheffield-

Place, crofs the channel from Brighton to Dieppe, vifit the National

Aflembly, buy caps at Paris, examine the ruins of Verfailles, and arrive

at Laufanne, without danger or fatigue, the fecond week in July; you

will be lodged pleafantly and comfortably, and will not perhaps

defpife my fituatioii. A couple of months will roll, alas ! too hallilv

away : you will all be amufed by new fcenes, new people ; and

whenever Maria and you, with Severy, mount on horfeback to vjfit

the country, the glaciers, &c. my Lady and myfelf ihall form a veiy

quiet tete-a-tete at home. In September, if you are tired, you may
return by a dired or indireft way; but I only defire that you will not

make the plan impradicable, by grafping at too much. In return, I

promife you a vifit of three or four months in the autumn of ninety-

two : you and my bookfellers are now my principal attradlons in

England. You had fome right to growl at hearing of my fupple-

ment in the papers : but Cadell's indifcretion was founded on a hint

which I had thrown out in a letter, and which in all probability will

never be executed. Yet I am not totally idle. Adieu.

F F 2
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Lausanne, May i8, 1791.

I WRITE a fhort letter, on fmall paper, to inform you, that the va-

rious deeds, which arrived fafe and in good condition, have this

morning been fealed, figned, and delivered, in the prefence of re-

fpe£table and well-known Englifli witnefles. To have read the afore-

faid adts, would have been difficult ; to have underflood them, im-

pradlicable. I therefore figned them with my eyes (hut, and in that

Implicit confidence, which we freemen and Britons are humbly con-

tent to yield to our lawyers and minifters. I hope however, mod

ferioufly hope, that every thing has been carefully examined, and

that I am not totally ruined. It is not without much impatience

that I expedl an account of the payment and inveftment of the

purchaie-money. It was my intention to have added a new edition

of my will ; but I have an unexpeded call to go to Geneva to-

morrow with the Severys, and muft defer that bufinefs a few days

till after my return. On my return I may poffibly find a letter from

you, and will write more fully in anfwer : my pofthumous work,

contained in a fingle fheet, will not ruin you in portage. In the

mean while let me defire you either never to talk of Laufanne, or to

execute the journey this fummer ; after the difpatch of public and

private bufinefs, there can be no real obftacle but in yourfelf. Pray

do not go to war with Ruflia ; it is very foolifh. I am quite angry

with Pitt. Adieu.

Lausanne, May 31, 1791,

At len'^th T fee a ray of funfhine breaking from a dark cloud.

Your epiftle of the 13th arrived this morning, the 25th inftant, the

day after my return from Geneva ; it has been communicated to

Severy. Wenow believe that you intend a vifit to Laufanne this

fummer, and we hope that you will execute that intention. If you

are a man of honour, you fhall find me one j and, on the day of

your
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your arrival at Laufanne, I will ratify my engagement of vifiting the

JBiitifli ifle before the end of the year 1792, excepting only the fair

and foul exception of the gout. You rejoice me, by propofing the

addition of dear Louifa ; it was not without a bitter pang that I

threw her overboard, to lighten the veflel and fecure the voyage : I

was fearful of the governefs, a fecond carriage, and a long train of

difficulty and expence, which might have ended in blowing up the

whole fcheme. But If you can bodkin the fweet creature into the

coach, (he will find an eafy welcome at Laufanne. The firft arrange-

ments which I muft make before your arrival, may be altered by

your own tafle, on a furvey of the premifes, and you will all be com-

modioufly and pleafantly lodged. You have heard a great deal of

the beauty of my houfe, garden, and fituatlon ;. but fuch are their

intrlnfic value, that, unlefs I am much deceived, they will bear the

left even of exaggerated pralfe. From my knowledge of your Lord-

fhlp, I have always entertained fome doubt how you would get

through the foclety of a Laufanne winter : but I am fatisfied that,,

exclufive of friendlhip, your fummer vifits to the banks of the Leman

Lake will long be remembered as one of the moft agreeable periods

of your life ; and that you will fcarcely regret the amufem^nt of a

Sviflex Committee of Navigation In the dog days. You alk for de-

tails : what details ? a map of France and a poft-book are eafy and

infallible guides. If the ladles are not afraid of the ocean, you are

not Ignorant of the palfage from Brighton to Dieppe : Paris will then

be In your dlre£b road ; and even allowing you to look at the Pan-

dxmonlum, the ruins of Verfallles, &c. a fortnight diligently em-

ployed will clear you from Sheffield Place to Gibbon Caftle.. What

can r fay more ?

As little have I to fay on the fubjedt of my worldly matters^ j,vhlch

feem now, Jupiter be pralfed, to be drawing towards a final conclu-

fion ; fmce when people part with their money, they are Indeed

ferlous. I do not perfe^ly underftand the ratio of the preclfe fum

2 which.
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which you have poured into Gofling's refervoir, but fuppofe it wili

be explained in a general account.

You have been very dutiful in fending mc, what I have always

defired, a cut Woodfall on a remarkable debate ; a debate, indeed,

mofl: remarkable ! Poor ***** Is the moft eloquent and rational mad-

man that I ever knew. I love ***'s feelings, but I deteft the poli-

tical principles of the man, and of the party. Formerly, you detefted

them more ftrongly during the American war, than myfelf. I am

half afraid that you arc corrupted by your unfortunate connexions.

Should you admire the National Aflembly, we fhall have many an

altercation, for I am as high an ariftocrat as Burke himfelf ; and he

has truly obferved, that it is impoflible to debate with temper on the

fubje£t of that curfed revolution. In my laft excurfion to Geneva

I frequently faw the "Neckers, who by this time are returned to their

fummer refidence at Copet. He is much reftored in health and

fpirits, efpecially fince the publication of his lafl book, which has

probably reached England. Both parties, who agree in abufmg him,

agree likewife that he is a man of virtue and genius ; but I much fear

that the pureft intentions have been produftive of the moft baneful

confequences. Our military men, I mean the French, are leaving

us every day for the camp of the Princes at Worms, and fupporc

what is called reprefentation. Their hopes are fanguine
;

I will not anfwer for their being well grounded : it is certain^ how-

ever, that the emperor had an interview the 19th inftant with the

Count of Artois at Mantua ; and the ariftocrats talk in myfterious

language of Spain, Sardlma, the Empire, four or five armies, &c.

They will doubtlefs ftrike a blow this fummer : may it not recoil on

their own heads ! Adieu. Embrace our female travellers. A fhort

delay

!

i
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Lausanne, June 12, 1791.

I NOW begin to fee you all in real motion, fwimming from

Brighton to Dieppe, according to my fcheme, and afterwards tread-

ing the dire£l road, which you cannot well avoid, to the turbulent

capital of the late kingdom of France. I know not what more to

fay, or what further inllrudions to fend ; they would indeed be ufe-

lefs, as you are travelling through a country which has been fome-

times vifited by Englifhmen ; only this let me fay, that in the midft

of anarchy the roads were never more fecure than at prefent. As.

you will wifh to aflift at the national aflembly, you will adfc pru-

dently in obtaining from the French in London a good recommend--

ation to fome leading member; Cazales, for inftance, or the Abbe

Maury. I foon expert from Elmflcy a cargo of books ; but you-:

may bring me any new pamphlet of exquifite flavour, particularly,

the laft works of John Lord Sheffield, which the dog has always

negle(fled to fend. You will have time to write once more, and

you muft endeavour, as nearly as poffible, to mark the day of your

arrival. You may come either by Lyons and Geneva, by Dijon

and les Rouffes, or by Dole and Pontarliere. The pofl will fail you

on the edge of Switzerland, and muft be fupplied by hired horfes.

I. wifh you to make your laft day's journey C3.fy^ fo as to dine upon

the road, and arrive by tea-time. The pulfe of the counter-revo-

lution beats high, but I cannot fend you any certain fads. Adieu.

I want to /jcar my Lady abufing me for never writing, yf// the Se-

verys are very impatient.

Notwithftanding the high premium, Fdo not abfolutely wiHi you

drowned. Befides all other cares, I muft marry and propagate,

wiiich would give me a great, deal of trouble.

.
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Lausanni^, July ill, 1791.

In obedience to your orders I dii'e3: a flying fhot to Paris, though

I have not any thing particular to add, excepting that our impatience

is increafed in the inverfe ratio of time and fpace. Yet I almoft

doubt whether you have pafled the lea. The news of the King of

France's efcape muft have reached you before the 28 th, the day of

your departure, and the profped: of ftrange unknown diforder may

well have fufpended your firmeft refolves. The royal animal is

again caught, and all may probably be quiet. I was juft going to

exhort you to pafs through Bruflels and the confines of Germany

;

a fair Iriflnifm, fince if you read this, you are already at Paris.

The only reafonable advice which now remains, is to obtain, by

means of Lord Gower, a fufficiency, or even fuperfluity, of forcible

palTports, fuch as leave no room for cavil on a jealous frontier. The

frequent intercourfe with Paris has proved that the beft and fhorteft

road, inftead of Befaiiyon, is by Dijon, Dole, Les Roufies, and

Nyon. Adieu. I warmly embrace the Ladies. It would he idle

now to talk of bufmefs.
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T T has appeared from the foregohig Letters, that a vifit from

niyfelf and my family, to Mr. Gibbon at Laufanne, had been for

fome time in agitation. This long-promifed excurfion took place

in the month of June 1791, and occafioned a confiderable cefla-

tion of our correfpondence. I landed at Dieppe immediately after

the flight from, and return to, Paris of the unfortunate Lewis XVL
During my flay in that capital, I had an opportunity of feeing the

extraordinary ferment of men's minds, both in the national aflembly,

in private focieties, and in my paflage through France to Laufanne,

where I recalled to my memory the interefting fcenes I had wit-

neffed, by frequent converfations with my deceafed friend. I might

have wifhed to record his opinions on the fubje6l of the French re-

volution, if he had not exprefled them fo well in the annexed Letters.

He feemed to fuppofe, as fome of his Letters hint, that I had a ten-

dency to the new French opinions. Never indeed, I can with truth

aver, was fufpicion more uftfounded ; nor could it have been ad-

mitted into Mr. Gibbon's mind, but that his extreme friendfhip for

me, and his utter abhorrence of thefe notions, made him anxious

and jealous, even to an excefs, that I fhould not entertain them. He
was, however, foon undeceived ; he found that I was full as averfe

to them as himfelf. I had from the firft exprelTed an opinion, that

fuch a change as was aimed at in France, mufl: derange all the regular

governments in Europe, hazard the internal quiet and dearefl: in-

terefts of this country, and probably end in bringing on mankind

a much greater portion of mifery, than the moft fanguine reformer

VOL. I. e G had
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had ever promifed to himfelf or others to produce of benefit, by the

vifionary fchemes of Uberty and equality, with which the ignorant

and vulgar were mifled and abufed.

Mr. Gibbon at firft, like many others, feemed pleafed with the pro-

fpeft of the reform of inveterate abufes ; but he very foon difcovered

the mifchlef which was intended, the imbecility with which con-

ceffions were made, and the ruin that muft arife, from the want of re-

folution or condud, in the adminiftration of France. He lived to

reprobate, in the ftrongeft terms poffible, the folly of the firll re-

formers, and the fomething worfe than extravagance and ferocity of

their fucceffors. He faw the wild and mifchievous tendency of

thofe pretended reformers, which, while they profeffed nothing but

amendment, really meant deftrudion to all fecial order; and fo

flrongly was his opinion fixed, as to the danger of hafty innovation,

that he became a warm and zealous advocate for CA'^ery fort of old

eftablilhment, which he marked in various ways, fometimes rather

ludlcroufly ; and I recoiled, in a circle where French affairs were

the topic, and fome Portuguefe prefent, he, feemingly with feriouf-

nefs, argued in favour of the inquifition at Lifbon, and faid he

would not, at the prefent moment, give up even that old efla-

blifhment.

It may, perhaps, not be quite uninterefting to the readers of thefe

Memoirs, to know, that I found Mr. Gibbon at Laufanne in pof-

feflion of an excellent houfe ; the view from which, and from the

terrace, was fo uncommonly beautiful, that even his own pen would

with difficulty defcribe the fcene which it commanded. This profped

comprehended every thing grand and magnificent, which could b»

furnillied by the finefl mountains among the Alps, the rnofl extenfive

view of the Lake of Geneva, with a beautifully varied and cul-

tivated country, adorned by numerous villas, and pidurefque build-

ings, intermixed with beautiful mafles of ftately trees. Here my
friend received us with an hofpitality and kindnefs which I can never

1 forget.
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forget. The beft apaitments of the houfe were appropriated to our

ufe ; the choicefl fociety of the place was fought for, to enliven our

vifit, and render every day of it cheerful and agreeable. It was

impoflible for any man to be more efleemed and admired than Mr.

Gibbon was at Laufanne. The preference he had given to that

place, in adopting it for a refidence, rather than his own country,

was felt and acknowledged by all the inhabitants ; and he may have

been faid almoft to have given the law to a fet of as willing fubjeds

as any man ever prefided oven In return for the deference fhewn

to him, he mixed, without any afte£lation, in all the fociety, I

mean all the beft fociety, that Laufanne afforded ; he could indeed

command it, and was, perhaps, for that reafon the more partial to

it ; for he often declared that he liked fociety more as a relaxation

from ftudy, than as expe£l:ing to derive from it amufement or in-

ftrudion ; that to books he looked for improvement, not to living

perfons. But this I confidered partly as an anfwer to my expreffions

of wonder, that a man who might choofe the moft various and

moft generally improved fociety in the world, namely, in England,

that he fhould prefer the very limited circle of Laufanne, which he

never deferted, but for an occafional vifit to M. and Madan\e Necker.

It muft not, however, be underftood, that in chufing Laufanne for his

home, he was infenfible to the merits of a refidence in England

:

he was not in poffefTion of an income which correfponded with his

notions of eafe and comfort in his own country. In Switzerland,

his fortune was ample. To this confideration of fortune may be

added another, which alfo had its weight ; from early youth Mr.

Gibbon had contracted a partiality for foreign tafte and foreign

habits of life, which made him lefs a ftranger abroad than he

was, in fome refpeds, in his native country. This arofe, per-

haps, from having been out of England from his fixteenth to

his twenty-firft year; yet, when I came to Laufanne, I found

him apparently without relifh for French fociety. During the

G G 2 flay
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ftay I made with him he renewed his intercourfe with the prin-

cipal French who were at Laufanne ; of whom there happened to

be a confiderable number, diftinguifhed for rank or talents ; many

indeed refpedlable for both *. During my ftay in Switzerland I was

not abl'ent from my friend's houfe, except during a fhort excurfion

that we made together to Mr. Necker's at Copet, and a tour to Geneva,

Chamouny, over the Col de Balme, to Martigny, St. Maurice, and

round the Lake by Vevay to Laufanne. In the focial and fmgularly

pleafant months that I paffed with Mr. Gibbon, he enjoyed his ufual

cheerfulnefs, with good health. Since he left England, in 1788, he

had had a fevere attack, mentioned in one of the foregoing letters, of

an Eryfipelas, which at Lift fettled in one of his legs, and left fome-

thing of a dropfical tendency ; for at this time I firft perceived a

confiderable degree of fwelling about the ancle.

In the beginning of October I left this delightful refidence ; and

feme time after my return to England, our correfpondence recom-

menced.

* Marfhal de Caftrles and feveral branches of his family. Due de Guignes and

daughters, Due and Ducheffe de Guiche, Madame de Grammont, Princefle d'Henin,

Princefle de BoiMllon, Ducheffe de Biron, Prince de Salms, Comte de Schomberg,

M. Lally Tolendal, M. de Mounicr, Madame d'Agueffeau and family, M.de MaU
herbes, &c. &Cv
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LETTERS
FROM

EDWARD GIBBON Efq.

TO

LORD SHEFFIELD, and Others.

Edward Gibbon Efq, to the Hon. Mifs Holroyd*

Lausanne, 9th Nov. 1791.

/^UL LIVER is made to fay, in prefenting his interpreter,

" My tongue is in the mouth of my friend." Allow me to fay,

with proper expreffions and excufes, " My pen is in the hand of

" my friend ;" and the aforefaid friend begs leave thus to continue *.

I re'member to have read fomewhere in Roufleau, of a lover quit-

ting very often his miftrefs, to have the pleafure of correfponding

with her. Though not abfolutely your lover, I am very much

your admirer, and fhould be extremely tempted to follow the fame

example. The fpirit and reafon which prevail in your converfation,

appear to great advantage in your letters. The three which I have

* The remainder of the letter was dictated by Mr. Gibbon, and written by M.

Wilh. de Severy. S.

6 received
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received from Berne, Coblentz, and BrufTels have given me much

real pleafure ; firft, as a proof that you are often thinking of me ;

fecondly, as an evidence that you are capable of keeping a refolu-

tion ; and thirdly, from their own intrinfic merit and entertainment.

The ftyle, without any allowance for hafte or hurry, is perfedlly

correal: ; the manner is neither too light, nor too grave ; the dimen-

fions neither too long, nor too fhort : they are fuch, in a word, as I

fhould like to receive from the daughter of my beft friend. I attend

your lively journal, through bad roads, and worfe inns. Your de-

fcription of men and manners conveys very fatisfaftory information;

and I am particularly delighted with your remark concerning the

irregular behaviour of the Rhine. But the Rhine, alas ! after fome

temporary wanderings, will be content to flow in his old channel,

while man—man is the greateft fool of the whole creation.

I dire(^ this letter to Sheffield-Place, where I fuppofe you arrived

in health and fafety. I congratulate my Lady on her quiet eftablifh-

ment by her firefide ; and hope you will be able, after all your ex-

curfions, to fiipport the climate and manners of Old England. Before

this cpiflle reaches you, I hope to have received the two promifed

letters from Dover and Sheffield-Place. If they fhould not meet

with a proper return, you v^^ill pity and forgive me. I have not yet

heard from Lord Sheffield, who feems to have devolved on his

daughter, the tafk which fhe has fo glorioufly executed. I fliall pro-

bably not write to him, till I have received his firft letter of bufmefs

from England ; but with regard to my Lady, I have moft excellent

intentions.

I never could underftand how two perfons of fuch fuperior merit,

as Mifs Holroyd and Mifs Laufanne, could have fo little relifli for

one another, as they appeared to have in tlie beginning ; and it was

with great pleafure that I obferved the degrees of their growing inti-

jnacy, and the mutual regret of their feparation. Whatever you

may imagine, your friends at Laufanne have been thinking as fre-

quently
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quentiy of yourfelf and company, as you could pofTibly think of

them ; and you will be very ungrateful, if you do not ferioufly re-

folve to make them a fecond vifit, under fuch name and title as you

may judge moft agreeable. None of the Severy family, except per-

haps my fecretary, are inclined to forget you ; and I am continually

afked for fome account of your health, motions, and amufements.

Since your departure, no great events have occurred. I have made

a fhort cxcurfion to Geneva and Copet, and found Mr. Necker in

much better fjpirits than v^dien you faw him. They prefTed me to

pafs fome weeks this winter in their houfe at Geneva ; and I may
poffibly comply, at leaft, in part, with their invitation. The afpeifl of

Laufanne is peaceful and placid; and you have no hopes of a revolution

driving me out of this country. We hear nothing of the proceedings

of the commifFion *, except by playing at cards every evening with

Monfieur Fifcher, who often fpeaks of Lord Sheffield with efteeni

and refpefto There is no appearance of Roflet and La Motte bein"-

brought to a fpeedy trial, and they ftill remain in the caftle of

Chillon, which (according to the geography of the National Aflem-

bly) is wafhed by the fea. Our winter begins with great feverity •

and we fhall not probably have many balls, which, as you may ima-

gine, I lament much. Angletine does not confider two French

words as a letter. Montrond fighs and blufhes whenever Louifa's

name is mentioned : Philippine wifhes to couverfe with her on men

* A commifl'.on, at the head of which was Monfieur Fifcher, one of the principal

members of the government of Berne, a very a£live an;l intelligent man, who would

have diftinguiflied himfelf .in the adminiftration of any country. This commiffion,

which was accompanied by two or three thoufimd of the beft of the German militia of

the Canton of Berne, was fent for the purpofe of examining into fome attempts to in-

troduce the French revolutionary principles into the Pays de Vaud. Several pcrfons

were feized ; the greater part were releafed ; the examination v/as fecret, but RolTet

and La Rlotte were confined in the caftle of Chillon ; and being afterwards condemneJ,
for corrcfpondence with the French, to a long imprifonment, were transferred to the

caflle of Arbourg. S.

and
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and manners. The French ladies are fettled in town for the winter,

and they form, with Mrs. Trevor, a very agreeable addition to our

fociety. It is now enlivened by a vifit of the Chevalier dc Boufflers,

one of the moft accomplifhed men in the ci devatit kingdom of France.

As Mrs. Wood *, who has mifcarried, is about to leave us, I muft

either cure or die ; and, upon the whole, I believe the former will be

moft expedient. You will fee her in London, with dear Corea,

next winter. My rival magnificently prefents me with an hogfhead

of Madeira ; fo that in honour I could not fupplant him : yet I do

aflure you, from my heart, that another departure is much more

painful to me. The apartment below f is fhut up, and I know not

when I fhall again vifit it with pleafure. Adieu. Believe me, one and

all, moft afiedionately yours.

Edward Gibbon Efq. to the Right Hon. Lord Shetfulld.

Lausanne, December 28, 1791.

A LAS ! alas ! the dxmon of procraftination has again poflefled me.

Three months have nearly rolled away fmce your departure; and

feven letters, five from the moft valuable Maria, and two from your-

felf, have extorted from me only a fingle epiftle, which perhaps

would never have been written, had I not ufed the permiffion of em-

ploying my own tongue and the hand of a fecretaiy. Shall I tell you,

that, for thefe laft fix weeks, the eve of every day has witnefled a

jfirm refolution, and the day itfelf has furnifhed fome ingenious delay?

This morning, for inftance, I determined to invade you as foon as

the breakfaft things fhould be removed : they were removed ; but

I had fomething to read, to write, to meditate, and there was time

* Madame dc Silva.

I The apartment principally inhabited during the refidence of my family at Lau-

fanne. S.

enough
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enough before me. Hour after hour has ftolen away, and I finally

begin my letter at two o'clock, evidently too late for the poft, as I

muft drefs, dine, go abroad, &c. A foundation, however,y7W/ be laid,

which will flare mc in the face ; and next Saturday I Ihall probably

be roufed by the awful refledlion that it is the laft day in the year.

After realizing this fummer an event which I had long confidered

as a dream of fancy, I know not whether I fhould rejoice or grieve

at your vifit to Laufanne. While I pofleiTed the family, the fenti-

ment of pleafure highly predominated ; when, juft as we had fub-

fided in a regular, eafy, comfortable plan of "life, the lall trump

founded, and, without fpeaking of the pang of feparation, you left

me to one of the moft gloomy, folitary months of Odlober which I

have ever paffed. For yourfelf and daughters, however, you have

contrived to fnatch fome of the moft interefting fcenes of this world.

Paris, at fuch a moment, Switzerland, and the Rhine, Scrafbiirg,

Coblentz, have fuggefted a train of lively images and ufeful ideas,

which will not be fpeedily erafed. The mind of the young damfel,

more efpecially, will be enlarged and enlightened in every fenfe. In

four months fhe has lived many years ; and fhe will much deceive

and difpleafe me, if fhe does not review and methodize her journal,

m fuch a manner as fhe is capable of performing, for the amufement

of her particular friends. Another benefit which will redound from

your recent view is, that every place, perfon, and objed:, about

Laufanne, are now become familiar and interefting to you. In our

future correfpondence (do I dare pronounce the word correfpond-

ence ?) I can talk to you as freely of every circumftance as if it

were adlually before your eyes. And fuft, of my own improve-

ments.—All thofe venerable piles of ancient verdure which you aJ-

viired have lieen eradicated in one fatal day. Your faithful fubfti-

tutes, William de SeVery and Levade, have never ceafed to perfecute

me, till I figned their death warrant. Their place is now fupplied

VOL. J. H H by



234 _ LETTERS FROM MR. GIBBON

by a number of pifturefque naked pole", the fofter-fathers of as

many twigs of Platanufles, which may aPbrd a grateful but diftant

fliade to the foui'ider, or to his feris Ncpotibus. In the mean while

1 muft confefs that the ten-ace appears broader, and that I difcover a

much larger quantity of fnow than I fliould othervvife do. The

workmen admire your ingenious plan for cutting out a new bed-

chamber and book-room ; but, on mature confideration, we all una-

nimoufly prefer the old fcheme of adding a third room on the ter-

race beyond tbe library, with two fpacious windows, and a fire-place

between. It will be larger (28 feet by 21), and pleafanter, and

warmer : the difference of expence wlU be mnch lefs confiderable

than I imagined : the door of communication with the library will

be artfully buried in the wainfcot ; and, unlefs it be opened by my

own choice, may always remain a profound fecret. Such is the de-

fign ; but, as it will not be executed before next fummer, you have

time and liberty to flate your objedlions. I am much colder about

the ftaircafe, but it may be finiflred, according to your idea, for

thirty pounds ; and I feel they will perfuade me. Am I not a very

rich man ? When thefe alterations are completed, few authors of

fix volumes in quarto will be more agreeably lodged than myfelf.

Laufanne is now full and lively ; all our native families are re-

turned from the country ; and, pralfed be the Lord !" we are infefted

with few foreigners, either French or Engliih. Even our demo-

crats are more reafonable or more difcreet ; it is agreed, to wave

the fubjedt of politics, and all feem happy and cordial. I have a

grand dinner this week, a fupper of thirty or forty people on

Twelfth-day, &c.; fome concerts have taken place, fome balls are

talked of; and even Maria would allow (yet it is ungenerous to fliy

even Maria) that the winter fcene at Laufanne is tolerably gay and

adlive. I fay nothing of the Severys, as Angletine has epiftolized

Maria laft poll. She has probably hinted that her brother meditates a

fliort
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fliort excurfion to Turin : that worthy fellow Trevor has given hiiu

a prefling invitation to his own houfe. In the beginning of Febru-

aiy I pi-opofe going to Geneva for three or four weeks. I fhall lodge

and eat with the Neckers ; my mornings will be my own, and I Ihall

fpend my evenings in the fociety of the place, where I have many
acquaintance. This fliort abfence will agitate my ftagnant life, and

reftore me with frefh appetite to my houfe, my library, and my
friends. Before that time (the end of February) what events may
happen, or be ready to happen ! The National Aflembly (compared

to which the former was a fenate of heroes and demi-gods) feem re-

folved to attack Germany avec quatre millions de hayonettes libres ; the

army of the princes muft foon either fight, or (larve, or conquer.

Will Sweden draw his fword ? will Ruflia draw her purfe ? an empty

purfe ! All is darknefs and anarchy ; neither party is ftrong enough

to oppofe a fettlement ; and I cannot fee a poffibility of an amicable

arrangement, where there are no heads (in any fenfe of the word)

who can anfwer for the multitude. Send me your ideas, and thofe

of Lord Guildford, Lord Loughborough, Fox, &c.

Before I conclude, a word of my vexatious affaii's.— Shall I never

fail on the fmooth ftream of good fecurity and half-yearly intereft r

will every body refufe my money ? I had already written to Dartel

and Gofling to obey your commands, and was in hopes that you

had already made large and falutary evacuations. During your ab-

fence I never expedled much efFedt from the cold indifterence of

agents ; but you are nov/ in England—you will be fpeedily in Lon-

don : fet all your fetting-dogs to beat the field, hunt, enquire, why
fliould you not advertife ? Yet I am almoft afliamed to complain of

fome ftagnation of intereft, when I am witnefs to the natural and

acquired philofophy of fo many French, who are reduced from

riches, not to indigence, but to abfolutc v.ant and beggary. A
Count Argout has juft left us, who poffellcd ten thoufand a-year in

H H 2 the
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the ifland of St. Domingo ; he is utterly burnt and ruined ; and a

brother, whom he tenderly loved, has been murdered by the negroes.

Thefe are real misfortunes. I have much revolved the plan of the

Memoirs I once mentioned ; and, as you do not think it ridiculous,

I believe I (hall make an attempt : if I can pleafe myfelf, I am con-

fident of not difpleahng ; but let this be a profound fecret between

us : people muft not be prepared to laugh ; they muft be taken by

furprife. Have you looked over your, or rather my, letters ? Surely,

in the courfe of the year, you may find a fafe and cheap occafion of

fending me a parcel ; they may affift me. Adieu. I embrace my

Lady : fend me a favourable account of her health. I kifs the Mar-

maille. By an amazing pufh of remorfe and diligence I have

finifhed my letter (three pages and a half) this fame day fmce

dinner ; but I have not time to read it. Ever yours.

Half pad Six.

To the Same.

Lausanne, December 31, 1791.

To-morrow a new year, 7)uiltos etfelkes !

NOW mod fmcerely repent of my late repentance, and do almoft

fwear never to renounce the amiable and ufeful pradice of pro-

craftination. Had I delayed, as I was ftrongly tempted, another pofl,

your miffive of the 13th, which did not reach me till this morning

(three malls were due), would have arrived in time, and I might

have avoided this fecond Herculean labour. It will be, however, no

more than an infant Hercules. The topics • of converfation have

been fully difcuffed, and I fhall now confine myfelf to the needful of

the new bufinefs. Felix faitjlumque fit I may no untoward accident

difarrange your Yorkfhire mortgage ; the conclufion of which will

place me in a clear and eafy ftate, fuch as I have never known fmce

the firft hour of propeity. * * * *
The

I
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The three per cents are fo high, and the country is in fuch a

damned ftate of profperity under that fellow Pitt, that it goes againfl:

me to purchafe at fuch low intereft. In my vifit to England next

autumn, or in the fpring following, (alas ! you mujl acquiefce in

the alternative,) I hope to be armed with fufficient materials to draw

a fum, which may be employed as tafte or fancy fhall didate, in

the improvement of my library, a fervice of plate, &c. I am not

very fanguine, but furely this is no uncomfortable profpedt. This

pecuniary detail, which has not indeed been fo unpleafant as it ufed

formerly to be, has carried me farther than I expe£led. Let us now

drink and be merry. I flatter myfelf that your Madeira, improved

by its travels, will fet forwards for Meflrs. Romberg, at Oftend, early

in the fpring ; and I fhould be very well pleafed if you could add a

hogfhead of excellent Claret, for which we fhould be entitled to the

drawback : they muft halt at Bafle, and fend notice to me for a fafe-

condudt. Have you had any intelligence from Lord Auckland about

the wine which he was to order from Bourdeaux, by Marfeilles and.

the Rhone ? The one need not impede the other ; I wifli to have a

large ftock. Corea has promifed me a hogfhead of his native Ma-

deira, for which I am to give him an order on Cadell for a copy of

the Decline and Fall : he vanifhed without notice, and is now at

Paris. Could you not fifh out his di,re<ftion by Mrs. Wood, who by

this time is in England ? I rejoice in Lally's profperity. Have you

reconfidered my propofal of a declaration of conflitutional principles

from the heads of the party ? I think a foolifh addrefs from a body

of Whigs to the National AlTembly renders it ftill more incumbent

on you. Atchieve my worldly concerns, ct wis mihi vw.gnns Apollo.

AdieUj ever yours.
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To the Same.

Lausanne, April 4th, 1792.

TOR fear you flioulJ abufc me, as ufual, I will begin the attack,

and fcokl at you, for not having yet fent me the long-expe£ted

intelligence of the completion of my mortgage. You had pofitively

aflurcd me that the fecond of February would terminate my worldly

cares, by a confummation fo devoutly to be wiflied. The news,

therefore, might reach me about the eighteenth \ and I argued with

the gentle logic of lazinefs, that it was perfedly idle to anfwer your

letter, till I could chaunt a thankfgiving fong of gratitude and praife.

As every poll difappointcd my hopes, the fame argument was re-

peated for the next ; and twenty empty-handed poftilions have

blown their infigniiicant horns, till I am provoked at laft to write

by flieer impatience and vexation. Fac'tt hidlgiiatio vcrfiim. Cofpetto

di Baccho ; for I muft eafe myfelf by fwearing a little. What is

the caufe, the meaning, the pretence, of this delay ? Are the York-

fhire mortgagers inconftant in their wifhes ? Are the London lawyers

conftant in their procraftination ? Is a letter on the road, to inform

me that all is concluded, or to tell me that all is broken to pieces ?

Had the money been placed in the three per cents laft May ; befides

the annual intereft, it would have gained by the rife of ftock nearly

tv/enty per cent. Your Lordfhip is a wife man, a fuccefsful writer,

and an ufeful fenator
;
you underftand America and Ireland, corn

and flaves, but your prejudice againfl the funds *, in which I

am often tempted to join, makes you a little blind to their in-

creafmg value in the hands of our virtuous and excellent minifhqr.

But our regret is vain ; one pull more and we reach the fhore ; and

our future correfpondence will be no longer tainted with bufmefs.

Shall I then be more diligent and regular ? I hope and believe fo
;

for now that I have got over this article of worldly intereft, my letter

• It would be more corrcdl if he had faid, my preference of land. S.

feems
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feeins to he almf^ft finifhed. A propos of letters, am I not a fad

dog to forget iny Lady and Maria ? Alas ! the dual numhcr has

been prejudicial to both. How happy could t be with either, were

t'other dear charmer away. I am like the afs of famous memory

;

I cannot tell which way to turn firfl:, and there I ftand mute and

immoveable. The Baronial and maternal dignity of my Lady, fup-

ported by twenty years friendflnip, may claim the preference. But

the five incomparable letters of Maria !—Next week, however.

—

Am I not afliamed to talk of next week ?

I have moft fuccefsfully, and moft agreeably, executed my plan of

fpending the month of March at Geneva, in the Necker-houfe, and

every circumftance that I had arranged turned out beyond my ex-

pedation ; the freedom of the morning, the fociety of the table and

drawing-room, from half an hour paft two till fix or feven ; an even-

ing aflembly and card-party, in a round of the beft company, and,

excepting one day in the week, a private fupper of free and friendly

converfation. You would like Geneva better than Laufanne ; there

is much more information to be got among the men ; but though I

found fome agreeable women, their manners and ftile of life arc,

upon the whole, lefs eafy and pleafant than our own. I was much
pleafed with Necker's brother Mr. De Germain, a good-humoured,

polite, fenfible man, without the genius and fame of the ftatefman,

but much more adapted for private and ordinary happinefp. Ma-
dame de Stael is expedted in a few weeks at Copet, where they re-

ceive her, and where, " to dumb forgetfulnefs a prey," flie will

have leifure to regret " the pleafing anxious being," which iLe en-

joye-d amidft the ftorms of Paris. But what can the poor creature

<io ? her hufband is in Sweden, her lover is no longer fecretary at war,

and her father's houfe is the only place where fhe can refide with the

leafl degree of prudence and decency. Of that father I have really a

much higher idea than I ever had before ; in our doraeftic intimacy

he caft away his gloom and referve j I law a great deal of his mind,

I and
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and all that I faw is fair and worthy. He was overwhelmed by the

hurricane, he miftook his way in the fog, but in fuch a perilous

fituation, I much doubt whether any mortal could have feen or

flood. In the meanwhile, he is abufed by all parties, and none of

the French in Geneva will fet their foot in his houfe. He remem-

bers Lord Sheffield with efleem ; his health is good, and he would

be tranquil in his private life, were not his fpirits continually

wounded by the .arrival of every letter and every newfpaper. His

fympathy is deeply interefted by the fatal confequences of a revo-

lution, in which he had adled fo leading a part ; and he feels as a

friend for the danger of M. de LefTart, who may be guilty in the

eyes of the Jacobins, or even of his judges, by thofe very actions

and dil'patches which would be mofl approved by all the lovers of

. his country. What a momentous event is the Emperor's death

!

In the forms of a new reign, and of the Imperial election, the demo-

crats have at leafl gained time, if they knew how to ufe it. But the

new-'frtonarch, though of a weak complexion, is of a martial temper;

he lo-^^'sthe foldiers, and is beloved by them; and the flow fludu-

ating politics of his uncle may be fucceeded by a dire(3; line of

march to the gates of Strafbourg and Paris. It is the opinion of the

mafler movers in France, (I know it moft certainly,) that their troops

will not fight, that the people have loft all fenfe of patriotifm, and

that on the firft difcharge of an Auftrian cannon the game is up.

But what occafion for Auftrians or Spaniards ? the French are them-

felves their greateft enemies ; four thoufand Marfeillois are marched

againft Aries and Avignon, the troupes de ligne are divided between

the two parties, and the flame of civil war will foon extend over the

fouthern provinces. You have heard of the unworthy treatment

of the Swifs regiment of Ernft. The canton of Berne has bravely

recalled them, with a flout letter to the King of France, which muft

be inferted in all the papers. I now come to the moft unpleafant

article, our home politics. BofTet and La Motte are condemned to

2 fine
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fine and twenty years imprlfonment in the foitrefs of Arbourg. We
have not yet received their official fentence, nor is it believed that

the proofs and proceedings againft them will be publifiied ; an auk-

ward circumflance, which it does not feem cafy tojuftify. Some

(though none of note) are taken up, feveral are fled, many more are

fufpeded and fufpicious. All are filent, but it is the filence of fear

and difcontent ; and the fecret hatred which rankled againft go-

vernment begins to point againft the few who are known to be well-

affedted. I never knew any place fo much changed as Laufartne,

even fmce laft year ; and though you will not be much obliged to

me for the motive, I begin very ferioufly to think of vifiting Shef-

field-Place by the month of September next. Yet here again I am
frightened, by the dangers of a French, and the difficulties of a

German, route. You muft fend me an account of the paflage from

Dieppe to Brighton, with an itinerary of the Rhine, diftances, ex-

pences, &c. As ufual, I juft fave the poft, nor have I time to read

my letter, which, after wafting the morning in deliberation, has

been ftruck off in .a heat fmce dinner. No news of the Madeira.

Your views of S. P. are juft received ; they are admired, and fliall be

framed. Severy has fpent the carnival at Turin. Trevor is orily

the beft man in the w^orld.

To the Same.

Lausanne, May 30th, 1792.

A FTER the receipt o^ your penultimate, eight days ago, I expedted,

with much impatience, the arrival of your nekt-promifed epiftle.

It arrived this morning, but has not completely anfwered my ex-

pedlations. I wanted, and I hoped for a full and fair picture of the

prefent and probable afped of your political world, with which, at

this diftance, I feem every day lefs fatisfied. In the flave queftlon

you triumphed laft feifion, in this you have been defeated. What
VOL. I. II is
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is the caufe of this alteration ? If it proceeded only from an impulfe-

of humanity, I cannot be difpleafed, even with an error ; fmce it is

very likely that my own vote (had I poffeffed one) would have

been added to the majority. But in this rage againft flavery, in the

numerous petitions againft the flave trade, was there no leaven of

new democratical principles ? no wild ideas of the rights and natural

equality of man ? It is thefe, I fear. Some articles in newfpapera,

fome pamphlets of the year, the Jockey Club, have fallen into my

hands. I do not infer much from fuch publications
; yet I have

never known them of fo black and malignant a caft. I fhuddered at

Grey's motion ; difliked the half-fupport of Fox, admired the firm-

nefs of Pitt's declaration, and excufed the ufual intemperance of Burke.

Surely fuch men as ****, ********, *******, have talents for mlf-

chief. I fee a club of reform which contains fome refpedable names.

Inform me of the profeflions, the principles, the plans, the refources, of

thefe reformers. Will they heat the minds of the people ? Does the

French democracy gain no ground ? Will the bulk of your party ftand

firm to their own intereft, and that of their country ? Will you> not

take fome adive meafures to declare your found opinions, and fe-

parate yourfelves from your rotten members ? If you allow them

to perplex government, if you trifle with this folemn bufinefs, if

you do not relift the fplrlt of innovation in the firft attempt, if yoa

admit the fmalleft and moft fpecious change in our parliamentary

fyftem, you are loft. You will be driven from one ftep to another

;

from principles juft in theory, to confequences moft pernicious in-

practice ; and your firft conceffions will be produdive of every fub-

fequent mifehief, for which you will be anfwerable to your country

and to pofterity. Do not fuffer yourfelves to be lulled into a falfe

fecurity ; remember the proud fabric of the French monarchy. Not

four years ago it ftood founded, as it might feera, on the rock of

time, force, and opinion, fupported by the triple ariftocracy of the

church, the nobility, and the parliaments. They are crumbled into

daft J
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dufl: ; they arc vaniflied from the earth. If this tremendous warnnig

has no efle£t on the men of property in England ; if it does not

open every eye, and raife every arm, you v^'ill deferve your fate.

If I am too precipitate, enhghtcn ; if I am too defponding, en-

courage me.

-My pen has run into this argument ; for, as much a foreigner

as you think me, on this momentous fubjedt, I feel myfelf an Eng-

Ufhman.

The pleafure of refiding at Sheffield-Place is, after all, the firft

and the ultimate object of my vifit to my native country. But when

or how will that vifit be eft'efted ? Clouds and whirlwinds, Auftrian

Croats and Gallic cannibals, feem one very fide to impede my paflage.

You feem to apprehend the perils or difficulties of the Gcrnian road,

and French peace is more fanguinary than civilized war. I muft

pafs through, perhaps, a thoufand republics or municipalities, which

neither obey nor are obeyed. The ftridlnefs of paflports, and the

popular ferment, are much increafed fince lafi: fummer : arifliocrate

is in every mouth, lanterns hang in every fl:reet, and an hafly word,

or a cafual refemblance, may be fatal. Yet, on the other hand, it

is probable that many Englifli, men, women, and children, will

traverfe the country without any accident before next September

;

and I am fenfible that many things appear more formidable at a dis-

tance than on a nearer approach. Without any abfolute determina^^

tion, we muft fee what the events of the next three or four months

will produce. In the mean while, I fhali expedl with impatience

your next letter : let it be fpeedy ; my anfwer fhall be prompt.

You will be glad, or forry, to learn that my gloomy apprehenfions

are much abated, and that my departure, whenever it takes place,

will be an a(5t of choice, rather than of neceffity. I do not pretend

to affirm, that fecret difcontent, dark fufpicion, private animofity,

are very materially aflliaged ; but we have not experienced, nor do

u'c now apprehend, any dangerous aQs of violence, which may

I 1 2 compel
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compel me to feek a refuge among the friendly Bears *, and to aban-

don my library to the mercy of the democrats. The firmnefs and

vigour of goA'^ernment have crufhed, at leaft for a time, the fpirit of in-

novation ; and I do not believe that the body of the people, efpecially

the peafants, are difpofed for a revolution. From France, praifed be

the demon of anarchy ! the infurgents of the Pays de Vaud could

not at prefent have much to hope ; and fliould the gardes nationales^

of which there is little appearance, attempt an incurfion, the country

is armed and prepared, and they would be refifted with equal num-

bers and fuperior dilcipline. The Gallic wolves that prowled round

Geneva are drawn away, fome to the fouth and fome to the north,

and the late events in Flanders feem to have diffufed a general con-

tempt, as well as abhorrence, for the lawlefs favages, who fly before

the enemy, hang their prifoners, and murder their officers. The

brave and patient regiment of Erncft is expeded home every day,

and as Berne will take them into prefent pay, that veteran and re-

gular corps will add to the fecurity of our frontier.

I rejoice that we have fo little to fay on the fubjed: of worldly

affairs. * * * * This fummer we are threatened with an inundation,

befides many namelefs Englilh and Irifli ; but I am anxious for the

Duchefs of Devonfliire and the Lady Elizabeth Fofter, who are on

their march. Lord Malmfbury, the audacieiix Harris, will inform

you that he has feen me : hirn I would have confented to keep.

One word more before we part ; call upon Mr. John Nicholls,

bookfeller and printer, at Cicero's Head, Red-Lion-Paffage, Fleet-

Street, and afiC him whether he did not, about the beginning of

March, receive a very polite letter from Mr. Gibbon of Laufanne ?

To v/hich, either as a man of bufmefs or a civil gentleman, he

fhould have returned an anfwer. My application related to a

domeftic article in the Gentleman's Magazine of Auguft 1788,

* Berne.

(p. 698,)
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(p. 698,) which had lately fallen into my hands, and concerning

which 1 rcquefted fome farther lights. Mrs. Mols delivered the

letters * into my hands, but I doubt whether they will be of much

fervice to me ; the work appears far more difficult in the execution

than in the idea, and as I am now taking my leave for fome time

of the library, I fliall not make much progrefs in the memoirs of P. P.

till I am on Englifh ground. But is it indeed true, that I fliall eat

any Suffex pheafants this autumn ? The event is in the book of

Fate, and I cannot unroll the leaves of September and 0<flober.

Should I reach Sheffield-Place, I hope to find the whole family in a

perfe<Sl ftate of cxiftence, except a certain Maria Holroyd, my fair

and gcfierous correfpondent, whofe annihilation on proper terms I

moll fervently dcfire. I muft receive a copious anfwer before the

end of next month, June, and again call upon you for a map of

your political world. The chancellor roars ; does he break his

chain ? Vale.

W
To the Same.

Lausanne, Auguft^ajd, 1792,

'HEN I inform you, that the defign of my Englifli expedition is

at laft poftponed till another year, you will not be much furprifed.

The public obftacles, the danger of one road, and the difficulties of

another, would alone be fufficient to arreft fo unwieldy and inadlive a

being ; and thefe obftacles, on the fide of France, are gro-wing every

day more infuperable. On the other hand, the terrors which might

have driven me from hence have, in a great meafure, fubfided ; our

ftate-prifoners are forgotten : the country begins to recover its old

good humour and unfufpedting confidence, and the laft revolution

* His letters to me for a certain period, whicli he defiied me to fend, to aOifthini

lu writing his Memoirs. S.

of
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of Paris appears to have convinced almoft every body of the fatal

confequenccs of democratical principles, which lead by a path of

flowers into the abyfs of hell. I may therefore wait with patience

and tranquillity till the Duke of Brunfwick fliall have opened the

French road. But if I am not driven from Laufanne, you will aflc,

I hope with fome indignation, whether I am not drawn to England,

and more efpecially to Sheffield-Place? The defire of embracing you

and yours is now the ftrongeft, and muft gradually become the fole,

inducement that can force me from my library and garden, over

feas and mountains. The Englifh world will forget and be for-

gotten, and every year will deprive me of fome acquaintance, who

by courtefy are flyled friends ; Lord Guildford and Sir Jofliua Rey-

nolds ! two of the men, and two of the houfes in Londoji, on

whom I the moft relied for the comforts of fociety.

September i2tli, lypa-

Thus far had I written in the full confidence of finifliing and

fending my letter the next poft ; but fix poft-days have unaccountably

flipped away, and were you not accuftomed to my filence, you

would almofl: begin to think me on the road. How dreadfully, fmce

my laft; date, has the French road been polluted with blood ! and

what horrid fcenes may be adling at this moment, and may ftill be

aggravated, till the Duke of Brunfwick is mafter of Paris ! On every

rational principle of calculation he muft fucceed
;

yet fometimes,

when my fpirits are low, I dread the blind efforts of mad and de-

fperate multitudes fighting on their own ground. A few days or

weeks muft decide the military operations of this year, and perhaps

for ever j but on the faireft fuppofition, I cannot look forwards to

any firm fettlement, either of a legal or an abfolute government. I

cannot pretend to give you any Paris news. Should I inform you,

as we believe, that La//y is Jiill amo?ig tbe cannibals, you would pof-

fibly
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fibly anfwer, that he is now fitting in the library at Sheffield-.

Madame de Stael, after miraculoufly efcaping through pikes and

poignards, has reached the caftle of Copet, where I fhall fee her be-

fore the end of the week. If any thing can provoke the King of

Sardinia and the Swifs, it muft be the foul deftrudion of his coufin

Madame de Lainballe, and of their regiment of guards. An extra-

ordinary council is fummoned at Berne, but refentment inay he checked

by prudence. In fpite of Maria's laughter, \ applaud your modera<-

tion, and figh for a hearty union of all the fenfe and property oS.

the country. The times require it ; but your laft political letter was

a cordial to my fpirits. The Duchefs of D. rather diflikes a coa-

lition : amiable creature ! The Eliza (we call her Befs) is furious

againft you for not writing. We fhall lofe them in a few days ; but

the motions of Befs and the Duchefs for Italy or England, are doubt-

ful. Ladies Spencer and Duncaunon certainly pafs the Alps. I live

with them. Adieu. Since I do not appear in perfon, I feel the ab-

folute propriety of writing to my Lady and Maria ; but there is far

from the knowledge to the performance of a duty. Ever your.'s..

'To the Same,-

Lausanne, Odober jtli, 1791.

A s our Englifli newfpapers mufl have informed you. of the inva^-

fion of Savoy by the French, and as it is polfible that you may

have fome trifling apprehenfions of my being killed and eaten by thofe

eannibals^ it has appeared to me that a fhort extraordinary difpatch

might not be unacceptable on this occafion. It is indeed true, that

about ten days ago the French army of the South, under the com-

mand of M.. de Montefquieu, (if any French army can be fald to be

tinder any command,) has entered Savoy, and pofTeiled themfelves

©f Chamberry, Montmelian, and feveral other places. It has always

been the pradice of the King of Sardinia to abandon his tranfalpine

? dominions
y,
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dominions ; but on this occafion the court of Turin appears to hav«

been furprifed by the ftrange excentric motions of a democracy,

which always a£ts from the paflion of the moment ; and their infe-

rior troops have retreated, with fome lofs and difgrace, into the pafles

of the Alps. Mount Cenis is now impervious, and our Engiifh tra-

vellers who are bound for Italy, the Duchefs of Devonfhire, An-

cafter, &c. will be forced to explore a long circuitous road through

the TiroL But the Chablais is yet intadt, nor can our telefcopes dif-

cover the tricolor banners on the other fide of the lake. Our ac-

counts of the French numbers feem to vary from fifteen to thirty

thoufand men ; the regulars are few, but they are followed by a

rabble rout, which muft foon, however, melt away, as they will find

no plunder, and fcanty fubfiftence, in the poverty and barrennefs of

Savoy. N. B. I have juft feen a letter from Mr. de Montefquieu,

who boafts that at his firft entrance into Savoy he had only twelve

battalions. Our intelligence is far from corred.

The magiftrates of Geneva were alarmed by this dangerous neigh-

bourhood, and more efpecially by the well-known animofity of aa

exiled citizen, Claviere, who is one of the fix minifters of the

French republic. It was carried by a fmall majority in the General

Council, to call in the fuccour of three thoufand Swifs, which is fti-

pulated by antient treaty. The ftrongeft reafon or pretence of the

m.inority, was founded on the danger of provoking the French, and

they feem to have been juftified by the event ; fince the complaint

of the French refident amounts to a declaration of war. The forti-

fications of Geneva are not contemptible, efpecially on the fide of

Savoy ; and it is much doubted whether Mr. de Montefquieu is pre-

pared for a regular fiege ; but the malecontents are numerous within

the walls, and I queftion whether the fpirit of the citizens will hold

out againft a bombardment. In the mean while the diet has declared

that the firft cannon fired againft Geneva will be confidered as an ad:

of hoftility againft the whole Helvetic body. Berne, as the neareft

and moft powerful canton, has taken the lead with great vigour and

I vigilance,
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vigilance ; tlie road is filled with the perpetual fucceflion of troops

and artillery; and, if fome difaffedtion lurks in the towns, the

peafants, efpecially the Germans, are inflamed with a ftrong defire

of encountering the min-derers of their countrymen. Mr. de Watte-

ville, with whom you dined at my houfe laft year, rcfufed to accept

the command of the Swifs fuccour of Geneva, till it was made his

firft inftrudion that he fhould never, in any cafe, furrender himfelf

prifoner of war.

In this fituation, you may fuppofe that we have fome fears. I

have great dependence, however, on the many chances in our

favour, the valour of the Swifs, the return of the Piedmontefe with

their Auftrian allies, eight or ten thoufand men from the Milanefe,

a diverfion from Spain, the great events (how flowly they proceed)

on the fide of Paris, the inconftancy and want of difcipline of the

French, and the near approach of the winter feafon. I am not

nervous, but I will not be rafli. It will be painful to abandon my
houfe and library ; but, if the danger fhould approach, I will retreat

before it, firft to Berne, and gradually to the North. Should I even

be forced to take refuge in England (a violent meafure fo late in the

year), you would perhaps receive me as kindly as you do the French

priefts—a noble ad: of hofpitality ! Could I have forefeen this

ftorm, I would have been there fix weeks ago ; but who can forefee

the wild meafures of the favages of Gaul ? We thought ourfelves

perfectly out of the hurricane latitudes. Adieu. I am going to bed,

and muft rife early to vifit the Neckers at Rolie, whither they have

retired, from the frontier fituation of Copet. Severy is on horfeback,

with his dragoons: his poor father is dangeroufly ill. It will, be fhock-

ing if it fhould be found necefTary to remove him. While we are

in this very awkward crifis, I will write at leaft every week. Ever

yours. Write inftantly, and remember all my commiffions.

VOL. u K K
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To the Same.

TT WILL keep my promife of fending you a weekly journal of our

•*• troubles, that, when the piping times of peace are reftored, I may

fleep in long and irreproachable filence : but I fliall ufe a fmaller

paper, as our military exploits will feldom be fufficient to fill the

ample fize of our Englifli quarto.

October 13, 1792;

Since my laft of the 6th, our attack Is not more eminent, and our

defence is moil affuredly ftroiiger, two very important circumftances,

at a time when every day is leading us, though not fo fall as our im-

patience could wilh, towards the unwarlike month of November ; and

we obferve with pleafure that the troops of Mr. de Montefquieu,

which are chiefly from the Southern Provinces, will not cheerfully

entertain the rigor of an Alpine winter. The 7th inflant, Mr. de

Chateauneuf, the French refident, took his leave with an haughty

mandate, commanding the Genevois, as they valued their fafety and

the friendlhip of the republic, to difmifs their Swifs allies, and to

puniih the magiftrates. who had traiteroufly propofed the calling in

thefe foreign troops. It is precifely the fable of the wolves, who

offered to make peace with the flieep, provided they would fend

away their dogs. You know what became of the £fieep. This de-

mand appears to have kindled a juft and general indignation, fmce ic

announced an edldl of profcription ; and muft lead to a democratical

revolution, which would probably renew the horrid fcenes of Paris

and Avignon. A general aflembly of the citizens was convened, the

meifage was read, fpeeches were made, oaths were taken, and it was

refolved (with only three diflentient voices) to live and die in the

defence of their country. The Genevois mufter above three thou-

fand well-armed citizens ; and the Swifs, who may eafily be in-

creafed (in a few hours) to an equal number, add fpirit to the timo-

S rousj
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rous, and confidence to the well-afFected : their arfenals are filled

with arms, their magazines with ammunition, and their granaries

with corn. But their fortifications are extenfive and. imperfect, they

are commanded from two adjacent hills ; a French fadion lurks in

the city, the chara£ter of the Genevois is rather commercial than

military, and their behaviour, lofty promife, and bafe furrender, in

the year 1782, is frefh in our memories. In the mean while, 4000
French at the moll are arrived in the neighbouring camp, nor is

there yet any appearance of mortars or heavy artillery. Perhaps

an haughty menace may be repelled by a firm countenance. If it

were worth while talking of juftice, what a Ihameful attack of a

feeble, unoffending ftate ! On the news of their danger, all Swit-

zerland, from Schafibufe to the Pays de Vaud, has rifen in arms

;

and a French refident, who has pafTed through the country, in his

way from Ratifbon, declares his intention of informing and admo-

nifhing the National Convention. About eleven thoufand Bernois

are already ported in the neighbourhood of Copet and Nyon ; and
new reinforcements of men, artillery, &c. arrive every day. Ano-
ther army is drawn together to oppofe Mr. de Ferrieres, on the fide

of Bienne and the bifhopric of Bafle ; and the Auftrians in Swabia

would be eafily perfuaded to crofs the Rhine in our defence. But
we are yet ignorant whether our fovereigns mean to wao-e an

offenfive or defenfive war. If the latter, which is more likely v/ill

the French begin the attack ? Should Genoa yield to fear or force

this country is open to an invafion ; and though our men are brave,

we want generals ; and I defpife the French much lefs than I did two

months ago. It fhould feem that our hopes from the King of Sar-

dinia and the Auftrians of Milan are faint and diftant ; Spain fleeps
;

and the Duke of Brunfwick (amazement !) feems to have failed in his

great projedl. For my part, till Geneva falls, I do not think of a

retreat ; but, at all events, I am provided with two ftrong hoi'fes, and

an hundred Louis in gold. Zurich would be probably my winter quar-

K K 2 ters.
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ters, and the fociety of the Neckers would make any place agreeable.

Then- fituation is worfe than mine : I have no daughter ready to lie

in ; nor do I fear the French ariftocrats on the road. Adieu. Keep

my letters ; excufe contradidlions and repetitious. The Duchefs of

Devonfliire leaves us next week. Lady Elizabeth abhors you. Ever

yours.

To the Same.

Oclobcr 20, 1792.

CiNCE my laft, our affairs take a more pacific turn ; but I will not

venture to affu-m that our peace will be either fafe or honourable.

Mr. de Montefquieu and three commiflioners of the Convention,

who are at Carrouge, have had frequent conferences with the magif-

trates of Geneva ; feveral expreffes have been difpatched to and from

Paris, and every ftep of the negotiation is communicated to the de-

puties of Berne and Zurich. The French troops obferve a very

tolerable degree of order and difcipline ; and no adt of hoftility has

yet been committed on the territory of Geneva.

Odlober 27.

My ufual temper very readily admitted the excufe, that it would

be better to wait another week, till the final fettlement of our affairs.

The treaty is figned between France and Geneva ; and the ratifica-

tion of the Convention is looked upon as affured, if any thing can be

affured in that wild democracy. On condition that the Swifs garri-

fon, with the approbation of Berne and Zurich, be recalled before

the firft of December, it is ftipulated that the independence of Ge-

neva fhall be preferved Inviolate ; that Mr. de Montefquieu fhall im-

mediately fend away his heavy artillery ; and that no French troops

-{hall approach within ten leagues of the city. As the Swifs have

adted only as auxiliaries, they have no occafion for a diredt treaty; but

they cannot prudently difarm, till they are fatisfied of the pacific

intentions
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intentions of France ; and no fucli fatisfadllon can be given till they

have acknov^^ledged the new republic, which they will probably do

in a few days, with a deep groan of indignation and forrow ; it has

been cemented with the blood of their countrymen ! But when the

Emperor, the King of Pruflia, the firft general, and the lirfl army
in Europe have failed, lefs powerful ftates may acquiefce, without

difhonour, in the determination of fortune. Do you underftand this

moft unexpe£ted failure ? I will allow an ample fhare to the badnefs

of the roads and the weather, to famine and difeafe, to the fldll of

Dumourier, a heaven-born general ! and to the enthufiaftic ardour

of the new Romans; but ftill, ilill there muft be fome fecret and

fhameful caufe at the bottom of this (Irange retreat. We are now

delivered from the impending terrors of fiege and invaflon. The

Geneva emigres^ particularly the Neckers, are haftening to their

homes ; and I fhall not be reduced to the hard neceflity of feeking a

winter afylum at Zurich or Conftance : but I am not pleafed with

our future profpeds. It is much to be feared that the prefent govern-

ment of Geneva will be fooa modelled after the French fafhion ; the

new republic of Savoy is forming on the oppofite bank of the Lake
;

the Jacobin miffionaries are powerful and zealous ; and the malecon-

tents of this country, who begin again to rear their heads, will be

furrounded with temptations, and examples, and allies. I know not

whether the Pays de Vaud will long adhere to the dominion of

Berne ; or whether I fliall be permitted to end my days in this little

paradlfe, which I have fo happily iulted to my tafte and circum-

Itances.

Laft Monday only I received your letter, which had flrangely

loitered on the road fince Its date of the 29th of September. There

muft furely be fome dlforder in the pofts, fuice the Eliza departed

indignant at never having heard fi'om you.

The cafe of my wine I think peculiarly hard : to lofe my Madeira,

and to be fcolded for lofmg It, 1 am much indebted to Mr. Nichols for

2. his.



254 LETTERS FROM MR. GIBBON

his genealogical communications, which I am impatient to receive

;

but I do not undcrftand why fo civil a gentleman could not favour

me, in fix months, with an anfwer by the poft : fince he entrufts me

with thefe valuable papers, you have not, I prefume, informed him

of my negligence and awkwardnefs in regard to manufcripts. Your

reproach rather furprifes me, as I fuppofe I am much the fame as I

have been for thefe laft twenty years. Should you hold your refolu-

tion of writing only fuch things as may be publifhed at Charing-

Crofs, our future correfpondence would not be very interefting. But

I exped and require, at this important crifis, a full and confidential

account of your views concerning England, Ireland, and France.

You have a flrong and clear eye ; and your pen is, perhaps, the moft

ufeful quill that ever has been plucked from a goofe. Your protec-

tion of the French refugees is highly applauded. Roffet and La

Motte have efcaped from Arbourg, perhaps with connivance to avoid

difagreeable demands from the republic. Adieu. Ever yours.

R'

To the Same,

November lo, 1792.

ECEIVED this day, November 9th, a moft amiable difpatch

from the too humble fecretary* of the family of Efpee "f, dated

0£lober 24th, which I anfwer the fame day. It will be acknow-

ledged, that I have fulfilled my engagements with as much accuracy

as our uncertain ftate and the fragility of human nature would allow.

I refume my narrative. At the time when we imagined that all was

fettled, by an equal treaty between two fuch unequal powers, as the

Geneva Flea and the Leviathan France, we were thunderftruck with

the Intelligence that the miniflers of the republic refufed to ratify the

conditions ; and they were indignant, with fome colour of reafon, at

* Mifs Holroyd. f Meaning Sheffield-Place.

the
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the hard obligation of withdrawing their troops to the diftance of

ten leagues, and of confequently leaving the Pays de Gez naked,

and expofed to the Swifs, who had aflembled 15,000 men on the

frontier, and with whom they had not made any agreement. The

meflenger who was fent laft Sunday from Geneva is not yet re-

turned ; and many perfons are afraid of fome defign and danger in

this delay. Montefquieu has adted with politenefs, moderation, and

apparent fmcerity ; but he may refign, he may be fuperfeded, his

place may be occupied by an etirage, by Servan, or Prince Charles

of Hefle, who would afpire to imitate the predatory fame of Cufline

in Germany. In the mean while, the General holds a wolf by the

ears ; an officer who has feen his troops, about 18,000 men (with a

tremendous train of artillery), reprefents them as a black, daring, def-

perate crew of buccaneers, rather fliocking than contemptible ; the

officers (fcarcely a gentleman among them), without fervants, or

horfes, or baggage, lying higgkdy piggkdy on the ground with the

common men, yet maintaining a rough kind of difcipline over them.

They already begin to accufe and even to fufpedl their general, and

call aloud for blood and plunder : could they have an opportunity of

fqueezing fome of the rich citizens, Geneva would cut up as fat as

moft towns in Europe. During this fufpenfion of hoftilities they are

permitted to vifit the city without arms, fometimes three or four

hundred at a time ; and the magiftrates, as well as the Swifs com-

mander, are by no means pleafed with this dangerous intercourfe

which they dare not prohibit. Such are our fears : yet it fhould feem

on the other fide, that the French affed a kind of magnanimous juftice

towards their little neighbour, and that they are not ambitious of an

unprofitable conteft with the poor and hardy Swifs. The Swifs are

not equal to a long and expenfive war ; and as moft of our militia

have families and trades, the country already fighs for their return.

Whatever can be yielded, without abfolute danger or difgrace, will

doubtlefs
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doubtlefs be granted ; and the bufinefs will probably end in our owning

the fovereignty, and trufting to the good faith of the republic of France:

how that word would have founded four years ago ! I'he meafure

is humiliating ; but after the retreat of the Duke of Brunfwick, and

the failure of the Auilrians, the fmaller powers may acquiefce with-

out difhonour. Every dog has his day ; and thefe Gallic dogs have

their day, at leaft, of moft infolent profperity. After forcing or

tempting the Pruflians to evacuate their country, they conquer Sa-

voy, pillage Germany, threaten Spain : the Low Countries are ere

now invaded ; Rome and Italy tremble ; they fcour the Mediterra-

nean, and talk of fending a fquadron into the South Sea. The whole

horizon is fo black, that I begin to feel fome anxiety for England,

the laft refuge of liberty and law ; and the more fo, as I perceive

from Lord Sheffield's laft epiftle that his firm nerves are a little fhaken :

but of this more in my next, for I want to unburthen my confcience.

If England, with the experience of our happinefs and French calami-

ties, fliould now be feduced to eat the apple of falfe freedom, we

fhould indeed deferve to be driven from the paradife which we

enjoy. I turn afide from the horrid and improbable (yet not impof-

fible) fuppofition, that, in three or four years' time, myfelf and my
beft friends may be reduced to the deplorable ftate of the French

emigrants : they thought it as impoffible three or four years ago.

Never did a revolution afFedl, to fuch a degree, the private exiftence

of fuch numbers of the firft people of a great country : your ex-

amples of mifery I could eafily match with fimilar examples in this

country and the neighbourhood ; and our fympathy is the deeper,

as we do not poflefs, like you, the means of alleviating, in fome

degree, the misfortunes of the fugitives. But I muft have, from the

very excellent pen of the Maria, the tragedy of the Archbifhop of

Aries ; and the longer the better. Madame de Biron has probably

been tempted by fome faint and (I fear] fallacious promifes of cle-

mency
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mency to the women, and which have Hkewlfe engaged Madame

d'Aguefrcau and her two daughters to revifit France. Madame de

Bouillon ftands her ground, and her fituation as a foreign princefs is

lefs expofed. As Lord S. has affumed the glorious character of pro-

tcdor of the diflrefled, his name is pronounced with gratitude and

refpeft. The D. of Richmond is praifed, on Madame de Blron's

account. To the Princefs d'Henin, and Lally, I wilh to be remem-

bered. The Neckers cannot venture into Geneva, and Madame de

Stael will probably lie in at Rolle. He is printing a defence of the

King, &c. againft their republican Judges ; but the name of Necker

is unpopular to all parties, and I much fear that the guillotine will

be more fpeedy than the prefs. It will, however, be an eloquent

performance ; and, if I find an opportunity, I am to fend you one,

to you Lord S. by his particular defire : he willies likewife to con-

vey fome copies with fpeed to our principal people, Pitt, Fox, Lord

Stormont, &c. But fuch is the rapid fucceflion of events, that it

will appear like the Pouvoir Executif, his beft work, after the whole

fcene has been totally changed. Ever yours.

P.S. The revolution of France, and my triple difpatch by the

fame poft to Sheffield-Place, are, in my opinion, the two mod
fingular events In the eighteenth century, I found the talk fo

eafy and pleafant, that I had fome thoughts of adding a letter

to the gentle Loulfa. I am this moment informed, that our

troops on the frontier are beginning to move, on their

return hdme
; yet we hear nothing of the treaty's being con-

cluded.

VOL. I. LL
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Edward Gibbon Efq. to the Hon. Mifs Holroyd.

Lausanne, Nov. 10, 1791.

TN difpatching the weekly political journal to Lord S. my con-

fclence (for I have fome remains of confcience) moft powerfully

urges me to falute, with fome lines of friendfhip and gratitude, the

amiable fecretary, who might fave herfelf the trouble of a modeft

apology. I have not yet forgotten our different behaviour after the

much lamented /ej.<iratmi of Odober the 4th, 1791, your meritori-

ous pundluality, and my unworthy filence. I have ftill before me

that entertaining narrative, which would have interefted me, not only

in the progrefs of the carijfima familia^ but in the motions of a

Tartar camp, or the march of a caravan of Arabs ; the mixture of

juft obfervation and lively imagery, the ftrong fenfe of a man, ex-

prefTed with the eafy elegance of a female. I ftill recolledl with

pleafure the happy compai-ifon of the Rhine, who had heard fo much

of liberty on both his banks, that he wandered with mifchievous

licentioufnefs over all the adjacent meadows *. The inundation,

alas ! has now^ fpread much wider ; and it is fadly to be feared that

the Elbe, the Po, and the Danube, may imitate the vile example of

the Rhine : 1 fhall be content, however, if our own Thames ftill

preferves his fair charader, of

Strong without rage, without o'erflowing full.

Thefe agreeable eplftles of Maria produced only fome dumb in-

tentions, and fome barren remorfe ; nor have I defigned, except by

a brief miflive from my chancellor, to exprefs how much I loved

the author, and how much I was pleafed with the eompofition.

That amiable author I have known ancMoved from the firft dawning

of her life and coquetry., to the prefent maturity of her talents ; and as

* Mr. Gibbon alludes to letters written to him by Mifs Holroyd, when Ihe was

returning from Switzerland, along the Rhine, to England. S.

long
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long as I remain on this planet, I fliall purfue, with the fame tendcr

and even anxious concern, the future fteps of her eftablifhment and

life. That eftablilliment mud be fplendid ; that life mud be happy.

She is endowed with every gift of nature and fortune ; but the ad-

vantage which Hie will derive from them, depends almoft entirely on

herfelf. You muft not, you fhall not, think yourfelf unworthy to

write to any man : there is none whom your correfpondence would

not amufe and fatisfy. I will not undertake a tafk, which my tafte

would adopt, and my indolence would too foon rellnquifl-i ; but I

am really carious, from the bell motives, to have a particular account

of your own fludies and daily occupation. What books do you read?

and how do you employ your time and your pen ? Except fome

profefled fcholars, I have often obferved that women in general read

much more than men ; but, for want of a plan, a method, a fixed

objed, their reading is of little benefit to themfelves, or others. If

you will inform me of the fpecies of reading to which you have the

moft propenfity, I fliall be happy to contribute my fliare of advice or

affiftance. I lament that you have not left me fome monument of

your pencil. Lady Elizabeth Fofter has executed a very pretty

drawing, taken from the door of the green-houfe where we dined

laft fummer, and including the poor Acacia (now recovered from the

crufel flieers of the gardener), the end of the terrace, the front of the

Pavilion, and a diftant view of the country, lake, and mountains. I

am almoft reconciled to d'Apples' houfe, which is nearly finiflied.

Inftead of the monfters which Lord Hercules Sheffield extirpated,

the terrace is already fliaded with the new acacias and plantanes ; and

although the uncertainty of pofleffion reftrains me from building, I

myfelf have planted a bofquet at the bottom of the garden, with fucli

admirable fkiU that it affords fhade without Intercepting profpeft.

The fociety of the aforefaid Eliza, commonly called Befs, of the

Duchefs of D. &c. has been very interefting ; but they are now flown

beyond the Alps, and pafs the winter at Pifa. The IiCgards, who

1. L 2 hav;
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have long Tmce left this place, fhould be at prefent In Italy; but I

believe Mrs. (;nmftone and her daughter returned to England. The

Levades are highly flattered by your remembrance.- Since you ftill

retain feme attachment to this delightful country, and it is indeed

delightful, why fliould you dtfpair of feeing it once more ? The

happy peer or commoner, whofe name you may allume, is fUll con- -

cealed in the book of fate ; but, wliofoever he may be, he will cheer-

fully obey your commands, cf leading you from Caflle to

Laufanne, and from Laufanne to Rome and JS^aples. Before that

this event takes place, I may poflibly fee you in SufTex ; and,

whether as a vifitor or a fugitive, I hope to be welcomed with a

friendly embrace. The delay of this year was truly painful, but it

was inevitable ; and individuals mufl fubmlt to thofe ftorms which

have overturned the thrones of the earth. The tragic ftory of the

Archbifhop of Aries I have now fomewhat a better right to require

at your hands. I wifh to have it in all its horrid details * ; and as you

are

* The Anfwer to Jilr. Gibbon's Letter is annexed, as giving the beft account I have

fcen of the barbarous tranfadion alluded to.. S.

Sheffield-Place, November 1791.

" Your three letters received yefterday caufed the moft fincere pleafure to each

" individual of this family ; to none more than myfelf. Praife, (I fear, beyond my
•' deferts,) from one whofe opinion I fo highly value, and vihofe efieem I fo much
" wifh to preferve, is more pleafing than I can defcribe. I had not neglected to

" make the colleSion of fafts which you recommend, and which the great variety of

*' unfortunate perfons whom we fee, or with whom we correfpond, enables me to make.

'< As to that part of your letter which refpedls myjfudks, I cr.n only fay, the flighteft

" hint on that fubjefl is always received with the greateft graiitude, and attended to

<< with the utmoft punftuality ; but I muft decline that topic for the prefent, to obey

" your commands, which require from me the horrid account of the majfac-re aux

•< Carmes.—Eight refpeflaWe ccckCaftks landtd, about the beginning of 0(ftober,

" from an open boat at Seaford, wet as the waves. The natives of tlie coaft were
«' endeavouring to get from them what they had not, (viz.) money, when a gentle-

" man of the neighbourhood came to their prote£lion ; and, finding they had nothing'

" fhewed his good fenfe, by difpatching them to Milord Sheffield : they had been

" pillaged^
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are now Co mucli mlugled witli the French exiles, I am of opuilon,

that were you to keep a journal of all the authentic fadls which they

relate.

" pill.ageil, nnd with greni difHculty h;ul efciipetl from Paris. The reception tht^y met
" with at this lioufe, feemed to make the grcateft imprcfiion on them ; they were

" in cxtacy on finding M. de Lully living: they gradually became cheerful, and en-

" joyed their dinner: tliey were greatly affetiled as they recolle£ted themfelves, and

*' found us attending on them. Having dined, and drank a glafs of wine, they began

" to difcover the beauties of the dming-room, and of the chateau : as they walked

*' about, they were overheard to exprcfs their admiration at the treatment they met,.

• znd from Proteftants. We then afliimbled in the library, formed half a circle round
** the fire, M. de Lally and Milord occupying the hearth a rAngloiJe., and queftioning

" the prieflis concerning their efcape. Thus we difcovered, that two of thele unfor-

" tunate men were in the Carmelite Convent at the time of the maffacre of the one

" hundred and twenty priefts, and had mod miraculoufly efcaped, by climbing trees

•* in the garden, and from thence over the tops of the buildings. One of them, a

** man of fuperior appearance, defcribed, in the moft pathetic manner, the deatii of

" the Archbifluip of Aries, (and with fuch fimplicity and feeling, as to leave no doubt

" of the truth of all that he faid,) to the following purport.—On the fecond of Sep-

" tember, about five o'clock in the evening, at the time they were permitted to walk

" in the garden, expecting every hour to be releafed, they exprelTed their furprifc at

" feeing feveral large pits, which had been digging for two days pad: they faid, the

•' day is almoft fpent ; and yet Manuel told a petfon who interceded for us lad Thurf-

" day, that on the Sunday following not one fhould remain in captivity: we are ftiJl

" prifoners: foon after, they heard fliouts, and fome mufquet-fitots. An enfign of

" the national guard, fome commiflaries of the feftions, and fome Marfeillois ruflied

«* in : the miferable vi£lims, who were difperfed in the garden, aflembled under tl.e

" walls of the church, not daring to go in, left it fhould be polluted with blood.

•' One man, who was behind the reft, was fliot. ' Point de coup defufils,' cried one of

" the chiefs of the affaffins, thinking that kind of death too eafy. Thefe well-trained

' fufileers went to the rear; les piques, les haches, les poignards came forward.

" They demanded the Archbifhop of Aries ; he was immediately furrounded by all

*' the prieils. The vs'orthy prelate faid to his friends, ' Let me pafs; if my blood

" will appeafe them, what fignifies it, if I die.'' Is it not myduty to preferve your
*• lives at the expence of my own.'' He alked the elJeft of the priefts to give.hini

" abfolution: he knelt to receive it ; and when he arofe, forced himfelf from, them,

" advanced flowly, and with his arms crofled upon his breaft, and his eyes raifed to

" heaven, faid to the aflaflins, * Je fuis celui que votis chercheT..' His appearance was fo

" dignified and noble, that, during ten minutes, not one of thefe wretches had cou-

( jage
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relate, it would be an agreeable exercife at prefent, and a future

Iburce of entertainment and inftrudtion.

I fhould be obliged to you, if you would make, or find, fome ex-

cufe for my not anfwering a letter from your aunt, which was pre-

fented to me by Mr. Fowler. I fliewed him fome civilities, but he

is now a poor invalid, confined to his room. By her channel and

yours I fhould be glad to.have fome information of the health, fpirits,

and fituation of Mrs. Gibbon of Bath, whofe alarms (if ffie has any)

you may difpel. She is in my debt. Adieu ; moft truly yours.

•' rage to lift his hand againft him : they upbraided each other with cowardice, and
•' advanced ; one look from this venerable man ftruck them with awe, and they re-

*' tired. At laft, one of the mifcreants (truck off the cap of the Archbifhop with a

" pike ; refpeft once violated, their fury returned, and another from behind cut him
*' through the ikuU with a fabre. He raifed his right hand to his eyes ; with another

" ftroke they cut off his hand. The Archbifliop faid, 0/ mon Dieu J and raifed the

*' other : a third ftroke acrofs the face left him fitting •, the fourth extended him life-

•' lefs on the ground ; and then all preffed forward, and buried their pikes and
" poignards in the body. The priefls all agreed, that he had been one of the mofl:

*• amiable men in France ; and that his only crime was, having, fince the revolution,

«' expended his private fortune, to fupport the neceffitous clergy of his diocefe.

*• The fecond vi(Sim was the General des BenediGins. Then the national guards

" obliged the priefts to go into the church, telling them, they fliould appear, one after

«« another, before the Commiffaires du fedion. They had hardly entered, before the

" people impatiently called for them ; upon which, all kneeling before the altar, the

*' Bifliop of Beauvais gave them abfolution : they were then obliged to go out, two
" by two -, they paffed before a commiffaire, who did not queflion, but only counted,

*• his vidiims -, they had in their fight the heaps of dead, to which they were going to

" add. Among the one hundred and twenty priefts thus facrificed, were the Bifliops

" of Zaintes and Beauvais (both of the Rochefoucauld family). I fhould not omit to

•' remark, that one of the priefts obferved they were affaffmated, becaufe they would
•• not fwear to a conftitution which their murderers had deftroyed. "We had (to

«' comfort us for this melancholy ftory) the moft grateful expreffions of gratitude to-

" wards the Englifli nation, from whom they did not do us the juftice to expefl fuch

" a reception.

" There can be no dcubt that the whole bufmefs of the maffacres was concerted at

" a meeting at the Duke of Orleans's houfe. I fhall make you as difmal as myfelf by

" this narration. I mufl change the flyle." »* *««###»
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Edward Gibbon Efq. to the Right Hon. Lady Sheffield.

Lausanne, November loth, 1792.

T COULD never forgive myfelf, were I capable of writing by the

"* fame poft, a political epiftle to the father, and a friendly letter to

the daughter, without fending any token of remembrance to the re-

fpedable matron, my deareft my Lady,whom I have now loved as a

fifter for fomething better or worfe than twenty years. No, indeed,

the hiftorian may be carelefs, he may be indolent, he may always

intend and never execute, but he is neither a monfter nor a ftatue

;

he has a memory, a confcience, a heart, and that heart is fmcerely

devoted to Lady S . He muft even acknowledge the fallacy of

a fophifm which he has fometimes ufed, and fhe has always and

moft truly denied ; that, where the perfons of a family are flridly

united, the writing to one is in fa£l writing to all ; and that con-

fequently all his numerous letters to the hufband, may be confidered

as equally addreffed to his wife. He feels, on the contrary, that

feparate minds have their diftindt ideas and fentiments, and that

each charader, either in fpeaking or writing, has its peculiar tone

of converfation. He agrees with the maxim of RoufTcau, that

three friends who wifh to difclofe a common fecret, will impart it

only deux a deux ; and he is fatisfied that, on the prefent memorable

occafion, each of the perfons of the Sheffield family will claim a

peculiar fhare In this triple miffive, which will communicate, how-

ever, a triple fatisfadtion. The experience of what may be effeded

by vigorous refolution, encourages the hiftorian to hope that he

Ihall caft the fkin of the old ferpentj and hereafter fliew himfelf as

a new creature.

2 I lament.
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I lament, on all our accounts, that the lafl: year's expedition to

Laufanne did not take place in a golden period, of health and Ipirits.

But we muft refled, that human felicity is feldom without alloy

;

and if we cannot indulge the hope of your making a fecond vifit to

Laufanne, we muft look forwards to my refidence next fummcr at

Sheffield-Place, where I muft find you in the full bloom of health,

fpirits, and beauty. I can perceive, by all public and private intel-

lio-ence, that your houfe has been the open hofpitable afylum of

French fugitives ; and it is a fufficient proof of the firmnefs of your

nerves, that you have not been overwhelmed or agitated by fuch a

concourfe of ftrangers. Curiofity and compaflion may, in fome de-

gree, have fupported you. Every day has prefented to your view

fome new fcene of that ftrange tragical romance, which occupies all

Europe fo infinitely beyond any event that has happened in our

time, and you have the fatisfadion of not being a mere fpedator of

the diftrefs of fo many vidlims of falfe liberty. The benevolent

fame of Lord S. is widely difFufed.

From Angletine's laft letter to Maria, you have already fome idea

of the melancholy ftate of her poor father. As long as Mr. de Se-

very allowed our hopes and fears to fiuduate with the changes of

his dlforder, I was unwilling to fay any thing on fo painful a fub-

jed ; and It is with the deepeft concern that I now confefs our ab-

folute defpair of his recovery. All his particular complaints are now

loft in a general diflblution of the whole frame ; every principle

of life is exhauued, and as often as I am admitted to his bed-fide,

though he ftill looks and fmiles with the patience of an angel, I

have the heart-felt grief of feeing him each day drawing nearer to

the term of his exiftence. A few weeks, poffibly a few days, will

deprive me of a moft excellent friend, and break for ever the

moft perfed fyftem of domeftic happinels, in which I had fo large

and intimate a fhare. Wilhelm (who has obtained leave of ab-

I fence
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fence from his military duty) and his fifter behave and feci like

tender and dutiful children ; but they have a long gay profpecl of

life, and new connedlions, new families will make them forget, in

due time, the common lot of mortality. - But it is Madame de Se-

very whom I truly pity ; I dread the efiedis of the firft Ihock, and I

dread ftlU more the deep perpetual confuming affli£lion for a lofs

which can never be retrieved. You will not wonder that fuch re-

flexions fadden my own mind, nor can I forget how much my fituation

is altered fmce I retired, nine years ago, to the banks of the Leman

Lake. The death of- poor Deyverdun fn-ft deprived me of a do-

meftic companion, who can never be fupplied ; and your vifit has

only fei'ved to remind me that man, however amufed and occupied

in his clofet, was not made to live alone. Severy v.^ill foon be no

more ; his widow for a long time, perhaps for ever, will be loft to

herfelf and her friends, the fon will travel, and I fhall be left a

ftranger in the infipid circle of mere common acquaintance. The

revolution of France, which fuft embittered and divided the fociety of

Laufanne, has oppofed a barrier to my SufTex vifit, and m^ay finally

expel me from the paradife which I inhabit. Even that paradife,

the expenfive and delightful eftablifliment of my houfe, library, and

garden, almoft becomes an incumbrance, by rendering it more dif-

ficult for me to relinquifli my hold, or to form a new fyftem of life

in my native country, for which my income, though improved and

improving, would be probably infufficient. But every complaint

{hould be filenced by the contemplation of the French ; compared

with whofe cruel fiite, all mifery is relative happinefs. I perfectly

concur in your partiality for Lally ; though Nature might forget

feme meaner ingredients, of prudence, ceconomy, &c. flie never

formed a purer heart, or a brighter imagination. If he be with you,

I beg my kindeft falutations to him. I am every day more clofely

united with the Neckers. Should France break, and this country

VOL. 1. M M bt
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be over-run, they would be reduced, in very humble circumftances^

to feek a refuge ; and where but in England ? Adieu, dear Madam^

there is, indeed, much pleafurc in difcharging one's heart to a reai

friend. Ever yours.

Edward Gibbon EJq. to the Right Hon. Z,or^ Sheffield.

[Send me a Lift of thefe Letters, with their refpedive dates.]

Lausanne, Nov. 25th, 1792.

A FTER the triple labour of my laft difpatch, your experience of

the creature might tempt you to fufpe(fl: that it would again re-

lapfe into a long flumber. But, partly from the fpirit of contradidion,

(though I am not a lady,) and partly from the eafe and pleafure which

I now find in the talk, you fee me again alive, awake, and almoft

faithful to my hebdomadal promife. The laft week has not, how-

ever, afforded any events deferving the notice of an hiftorian. Our

affairs are ftill floating on the waves of the convention, and the rati-

fication of a corrected treaty, which had been fixed for the twentieth,

is not yet arrived ; but the report of the diplomatic committee has.

been favourable, and it is generally underftood that the leaders of

the French republic do not wifh to quarrel with the Swifs. We are

gradually withdrawing and difbanding our militia. Geneva will be

left to fink or fv*'im, according to the humour of the people ; and our

iaft hope appears to be, that by fubmiirion and good behaviour we

fhall avert for fome time the impending ftorm. A few days ago an

odd accident happened in the French army ; the defertlon of the ge-

neral. As the Neckers were fitting, about eight o'clock in the even-

ing, in their drawing-room at Rolle *, the door flew open, and they

* A confiderable town between Laufanne and Geneva.

were.
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were afloundcd by their fervant's announcing Monficur le General

de Montcfcjuim ? On the receipt of fome fecret intelligence of a

dccret d'accufation ^ and an order to arreft him, he had only time to

get on horfeback, to gallop through Geneva, to take boat for Copet,

and to eicape from his purfuers, who were ordered to felze him alive

or dead. He left the Neckers after fupper, paffed through Laufannc

in the night, and proceeded to Berne and Bafle, whence he intended

to wind his w^ay through Germany, amidft enemies of every defcrip-

tion, and to feek a refuge in England, America, or the moon. He
told Necker, that the fole remnant of his fortune confifled in a

wretched fum of twenty thoufand livres ; but the public report, or

fufpicion, befpeaks him in' much better circumftances. Befides the

reproach of ading with too much tamenefs and delay, he is accufed

of making very foul and exorbitant contrails ; and it is certain that

new Sparta is infeded with this vice, beyond the example of the

moft corrupt monarchy. Kellerman is arrived, to take the com-

mand ; and it is apprehended that on the firft of December, after the

departure of the Swifs, the French may requcjl the permiflion of

iifmg Geneva, a friendly city, for their winter quartei's. In that

cafe, the democratical revolution, which we all forefee, wall be very

fpeedily effedted.

I would afk you, whether you apprehend there was any treafon in

the Duke of Brunfwick's retreat, and whether you have totally

withdrawn your confidence and eftecm from that once-famed ge-

neral ? Will it be poffible for England to preferve her neutrality

with any honour or fafety ? We are bound, as I underftand, by

treaty, to guarantee the dominions of the King of Sardinia and tlie

Auftrian provinces of the Netherlands. Thefe countries are- now
invaded and over-run by the French. Can we refufe to fulfil our

engagements, without expofing ourfelves to all Europe as a per-

fidious or pufillanimous nation ? Yet, on the other hand, can we

aflift thofe allies, without plunging headlong into an abyfs, whofe

M M 2 bottom
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bottom no man can cUfcover ? But my chief anxiety is for our do-

meftic tranquillity ; for I mufl find a retreat in England, fliould 1

be driven from Laufanne. The idea of firm and honourable union

of parties pleafes me much ; but you muft frankly unfold what are the

"reat difficulties that may impede fo falutary a meafure : you write to

a man difcreet in fpeech, and now careful of papei-s. Yet what can

fuch a coalition avail ? Where is the champion of the conftitution r

Alas, Lord Guildford ! I am much pleafed with the Manchefter

Afs. The afles or wolves who facrificed him have caft off the mafk too

foon • and fuch a nonfenfical adl muft open the eyes of many fimple

patriots, who might have been led aftray by the fpecious name of

reform. It fhould be made as notorious as poffible. Next winter may

be the criiis of our fate, and if you begin to improve the conftitution,

you may be driven ftep by ftep from the disfranchifement of old

Saruni to the King in Newgate, the Lords voted ufelefs, the Bifliops

abolilhed, and a Houfe of Commons without articles (fans cu-

lottes). Necker has ordered you a copy of his royal defence, which

has met with, and deferved, univerfal fuccefs. The pathetic and

argumentative parts are, in my opinion, equally good, and his mild

eloquence may perfuade without irritating. I have applied to this

gentler tone fome verfes of Ovid, (Metamorph. 1. iii. 302, &c. *)

which you may read. Madame de Stael has produced a fecond fon.

She talks wildly enough of vifiting England this winter. She is a

pleafant little woman. Poor Severy's condition is hopelefs. Should

he drag through the winter, Madame de S. would fcarcely furvive

* Qua tamen ufque poteft, vires fibi demere tentat.

Nee, quo centimanum dejecerat igne Typhoea,

Nunc armatur eo : nimium feritatis in illo.

Eft aliud levius fulmen ; cui dtxtra Cyclopum

Sxvitise, flammseque minus, minus addidit irx ;

Tela fecunda vocant Superi.
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liim. She kills licrfclf witli grief and fatigue. What a difierencc

in Laufanne ! I liopc triple anfwers are on the road. I muft write

foon ; the times will not allow me to read or think. Ever yours.

fTo the Sarnc,

Lausanne, Dec. I4tli, 1792.

,UR little ftorm has now completely fubfided, and we are again

fpedators, though anxious fpedlators, of the general tempeft that

invades or threatens almoft every country of Europe. Our troops

are every day difbanding and returning home, and the greateft part

of the French have evacuated the neighbourhood of Geneva. Mon-
fieur Barthelemy, whom you have feen fecretary in London, is mofl

courteoufly entertained, as ambaflador, by the Helvetic body. He is

now at Berne, where a diet will fpeedily be convened ; the language

on both fides is now pacific, and even friendly, and fome hopes are

given of a provifion for the officers of the Swifs guards who have

furvived the maffacres of Paris.

January ifl, 1793.

With the return of peace I have relapfed into my former indo-

lence ; but now awakening, after a fortnight's flumber, I have little

or nothing to add, with regard to the internal ftate of this country,

only the revolution of Geneva has already taken place, as I an-

nounced, but fooner than I exped:ed. The Swifs troops had no

fooner evacuated the place, than the Egalifeurs^ as they are called,

affembled in arms; and as no refiftance was made, no blood was

fhed on the occafion. They feized the gates, difarmed the garrifon,

imprifoned the magiftrates, imparted the rights of citizens to all the

rabble of the town and country, and proclaimed a Notional Conven-

2 tion.
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tion, which has not yet met. They are all for a pure and ubfolutc

democracy ; but feme wifli to remain a fmall independent ftate,

whilft others afpire to become a part of the republic of France ; and

as the latter, though lefs numerous, are more violent and abfurd

than their adverfaries, it is highly probable that they will fucceed.

The citizens of the beft families and fortunes have retired from Ge-

neva into the Pays de Vaud ; bat the French methods of recalling

or profcribing emigrants, will foon be adopted. You mufi: have ob-

ferved, that Savoy is now become le department du Mont Blanc. I

-cannot fatisfy myfelf, whether the mafs of the people is pleafed or

dilpleafed with the change ; but my noble fcenery is clouded by

the democratical afped of twelve leagues of the oppofite coaft, which

every morning obtrude themfelves on my view. I here conclude the

£rft part of the hiftory of our Alpine troubles, and now confider

myfelf as difengaged from all promifes of periodical writing. Upon

the whole, I kept it beyond our expedation ; nor do I think that

vou have been fufficiently aftoniihed by the wonderful effort of the

triple difpatch.

You mull now fucceed to my tafk, and 1 fhall expedl, during

the winter, a regular political journal of the events of your greater

world. You are on the theatre, and may often be behind the fcenes.

You can always fee, and may fometimes forefee. My own choice has

indeed tranfported me into a foreign land ; but I am truly attached,,

from intereft and inclination, to my native country; and even as a

citizen of the world, I wiili the ftability of England, the fole great

refuge of mankind, againft the oppofite mifchiefs of defpotlfm and

democracy. I was indeed alarmed, and the more fo, as I faw that

you were not without apprehenfion ; but I now glory in the triumph

of reafon and genuine patriotifm, which feems to pervade the coun-

try ; nor do I diflike fome mixture of popular enthufiafm, which

may be requlfite to encounter our mad or wicked enemies with equal

I arms.
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arms. The behaviour of Fox does not furprife me. You may re-

member what I told you laft year at Laufaiine, when you attempted

his defence, that * * * ********************** * * * *. * *

You have now crufhed the daring fubverters of the conftitution

;

but I now fear the moderate well-meaners, reformers. Do not, I

befeech you, tamper with parHamentary reprefentation. The prc-

fent houfe of commons forms, in pra£fice, a body of gentlemen, who
muft always fympathize with the interefts and opinions of the people

;

and the flighteft innovation launches you, without rudder or com-

pafs, on a dark and dangerous ocean of theoretical experiment. On
this fubje£t I am indeed ferious.

Upon the whole, I like the beginning of ninety-three better thaa

the end of ninety-two. The illufion feems to break away through-

out Europe. I think England and Switzerland are fafe. Brabant

adheres to its old conllitution. The Germans are difgufted with the

rapine and infolence of their deliverers. The Pope is refolved

to head his armies, and the Lazzaroni of Naples have prefentcd

St. Januarius with a gold fuzee, to fire on the Brigands Franyois.

So much for politics, which till now never had fuch pofleffion of

my mind. Next poft I will write about myfelf and my own de-

figns. Alas, your poor eyes ! make the Maria write ; I will fpeedily

anfwer her. My Lady is ftill dumb. The German pofts are now

flow and irregular. You had better write by the way of France,

under cover. Dire£l to Le Cito'ien Rebours a Fontalicr^ France-.

Adieu ; ever yours..
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To the Same.

Lausanne, January 6th, 1793.

'-"T^HERE was formerly a time when our correfpondence was a pain-

ful difcuirion of my private affairs ; a vexatious repetition of

loffes, of difappointments, of fales, &c. Thefe affairs are decently

arranged : but public cares have now fucceeded to private anxiety,

and our whole attention is lately turned from Lenborough and Be-

riton, to the political ftate of France and of Europe. From thefe

politics, however, one letter fhall be free, while I talk of myfelf and

of my own plans ; a fubjedt mofl interefling to a friend, and only

to a friend.

I know not w^hether I am forry or glad that my expedition has

been poftponed to the prefent year. It is true, that I now wifh my-

felf in England, and almofl repent that I did not grafp the opportu-

nity when the obflacles were comparatively fmaller than they are now

likely to prove. Yet had I reached you laft fummer before the

month of Auguft, a confiderable portion of my time would be now

elapfed, and I fhould already begin to think of my departure. If

the gout fhould fpare me this winter, (and as yet I have not felt any

fymptom,) and if the fpring fhould make a foft and early appearance,

it is my intention to be with you in Downing-flreet before the end

of Api'il, and thus to enjoy fix weeks or two months of the mofl

agreeable feafon of London and the neighbourhood, after the hurry

of parliament is fubfided, and before the great rural difperfion. As

the banks of the Rhine and the Belgic provinces are completely

overfpread wath anarchy and war, I have made up my mind to pafs

through the territories of the French republic. From the befl and

mofl recent information, I am fatisfied that there is little or no real

danger in the journey ; and I mufl arm myfelf with patieiw:e to fup-

port
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port the vexatious infolence of democratical tyranny. I have even

a fort of curiofity to fpend fome days at Paris, to aflift at the debates

of thePandaimonium, to feek an introdudlion to the principal devils,

and to contemplate a new form of public and private life, v/hich

never exifted before, and which I devoutly hope will not long con-

tinue to exift. Should the obftacles of health or weather confine

me at Laufanne till the month of May, I fliall fcarcely be able to

refill the temptation of paffiing fome part at leaft of the fummer in

my own little paradife. But all thefe fchemes muft ultimately de-

pend on the great queftion of peace and war, which will indeed be

fpeedily determined. Should France become impervious to an Eng-

liih traveller, what muft I do ? I fliall not eafily refolve to explore

my way through the unknown language and abominable roads of

the interior parts of Germany, to embark in Holland, or perhaps at

Hamburgh, and to be finally intercepted by a French privateer. My
ftay in England appears not lefs doubtful than the means of tranf-

porting myfelf. Should I arrive in the fpring, it is poiTible, and

barely poffible, that I fhould return here in the autumn : it is much

more probable that I fhall pafs the winter, and there may be even a

chance of my giving my own country a longer trial. In my letter

to my Lady I fairly expofcd the decline of Laufanne ; but fuch an

eftablifliment as mine muft not be lightly abandoned ; nor can I dif-

cover what adequate mode of life my private circumftances, eafy as

they now are, could afford me in England. London and Bath have

doubtlefs their refpedive merits, and I conld wifli to refide within a'

day's journey of ShefEeld-Place. But a ftate of perfca happinefs is

not to be found here below ; and in the pofTeirion of my library,

houfe, and garden, with the relicks of our fociety, and a frequent

intercourfe with the Neckers, I may ftill be tolerably content.

Among the difaftrous changes of Laufanne, I muft principally

reckon the approaching diffolution of poor Severy and his family.

He is ftill alive, but in fuch a hopelefs and painful decay, that wc
VOL. I. N N J5Q



274 LETTERS FROM MR. GIBBON

no longer conceal our wifhes for his fpeedy relcafc. I never loved

nor efteemed him fo much as in this laft mortal difeafe, which he

fupports with a degree of energy, patience, and even cheerfulnefs^

beyond all belief. His wife, whofe whole time and foul are devoted

to him, is almoft finking under her long anxiety. The children are

moft amiably afhduous to both their parents, and, at all events, his

filial duties and worldly cares muft detain the fon fome time at

home.

And now approach, and let me drop into your moft private ear

a literary fecret. Of the Memoirs little has been done, and with

that little I am not fatisfied. They muft be poftponed till a mature

feafon ; and I much doubt whether the book and the Author can

ever fee the light at the fame time. But I have long revolved in my
mind another fcheme of biographical writing : the Lives, or rather

the Charaders, of the moft eminent Perfons in Arts and Arms, in

Church and State, who have fiouriftied in Britain from the reign of

Henry the Eighth to the prefent age. This work, extenfive as it may

be, would be an amufement, rather than a toil : the materials are

accefTible in our own language, and, for the moft part, ready to my
hands : but the fubje£t, which would afford a rich difplay of human

nature and domeftic hiftory, would powerfully addrefs itfelf to the

feelings of every Engliihman. The"tafte or faihion of the times

feems to delight in pidlurefque decorations ; and this feries of Britifti

portraits might aptly be accompanied by the refpedtive heads, taken

from originals, and engraved by the beft mafters. Alderman Boy-

dell, and his fon-in-law, Mr. George Nicol, bookfeller in Pall-

mall, are the great undertakers in -this line. On my arrival in Eng-

land I fhall be free to confider, whether it may fuit me to proceed

in a mere literary work without any other decorations than thofe

which it may derive from the pen of the Author. It is a ferious

truth, that I am no longer ambitious of fame or money ; that my
habits
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habits of indiiftry arc much impaired, and that I have reduced my
ftudies, to be the loofe amufement of my morning hours, the re-

petition of which will infenfibly lead me to the laft term of exig-

ence. And for this very reafon I fhall not be forry to bind my-

felf by a liberal engagement, from which I may not with honour

recede.

Before I conclude, we muft fay a word or two of parliamentary

and pecuniary concerns. i. We all admire the generous fpirit with

which you damned the affaflins *- *. I hope that *****
The opinion of parliament in favour of Louis was declared in a

manner worthy of the reprefentatives of a great and a wife nation.

It will certainly have a powerful effedt ; and if the poor King be not

already murdered, I am fatisfied that his life is in fafety : but is fuch a

life worth his care ? Our debates will now become every day more

interefting ; and as I expeft from you only opinions and anecdotes,

I moft earneftly conjure you to fend me Woodfall's Regifter as often

(and that muft be very often) as the occafion deferves it. I now

fpare no expence for news.

I want fome account of Mrs. G.'s health. Will my Lady

never write ? How can people be fo indolent ! I fuppofe this will

find you at Sheffield-Place during the recefs, and that the heavy

baggage will not move till after the birth-day. Shall I be with you

by the firft of May ? The Gods only know. I almoft wifh that

I had accompanied Madame de Stael. Ever yours.

N N 2
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To the Same.

Begun Feb. 9,—ended Feb. 18, 1793.

-""T-^HE ftruggle Is at length over, and poor de Severy is no more

!

^ He expired about ten days ago, after every vital principle had

been exhaufted by a complicaiion of diforders, which had lafted

above five months : and a mortification in one of his legs, that gra-

dually rofe to the more noble parts, was the immediate caufe of his

death. His patience and even cheerfulnefs fupported him to the

fatal moment ; and he enjoyed every comfort that could alleviate his

fituation, the fkill of his phyficians, the affiduous tendernefs of his

family, and the kind fympathy not only of his particular friends,

but even of common acquaintance, and generally of the whole town.

The ftroke has been feverely felt : yet I have the fatisfadion to per-

ceive that Madame de Severy's health is not affeded ; and we may

hope that in time fhe will recover a tolerable fhare of compofure and

happinefs. Her firmnefs has checked the violent fallies of grief;

her gentlenefs has preferved her from the worft of fymptoms, a dry,

filent defpair. She loves to talk of her irreparable lofs, fhe defcants

with pleafure on his virtues ; her words are interrupted with tears,

btit thofe tears are her beft relief; and her tender feelings will infen-

fibly fubfide into an affectionate remembrance. Wilhelm is much

more deeply wounded than I could imagine, or than he expelled

himfelf : nor have I ever feen the affliction of a ion more lively and

fincere. Severy was indeed a veiy valuable man : without any

fhlning qualifications, he was endowed in a high degree with good

fenfe, honour, and benevolence ; and few men have filled with more

propriety their circle in private life. For myfelf, I have had the

misfortune of knowing him too late, and of lofing him too foon.

—

But enough of this melancholy fubjed.

The
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The afuiirs of this theatre, which mufl: always be minute, are now

grown lb tame and tranquil, that they no longer dcferve the hiflo-

rian's pen. The new conftitution of Geneva is flowly forming,

without much noife or any bloodfhcd ; and the patriots, who have

ftaid in hopes of guiding and reftraining the multitude, flatter them-

felves that they fliall be able at leaft to prevent their mad countrymen

from giving themfelves to the French, the only mifchief that would

be abfolutely irretrievable. The revolution of Geneva is of lefs con-

fequence to us, however, than that of Savoy ; but our fate will de-

pend on the general event, rather than on thefe particular caufes.

In the mean while we hope to be quiet fpC'flators of the ftruggle of

this year ; and v»^c feem to have afiurances that both the Emperor and

the French will compound for the neutrality of- the Swifs. The Hel-

vetic body does not acknowledge the republic of France ; but Bar-

thelemy, their ambaffador, refides at Baden, and fteals, like Chauvc-

lin, into a kind of extra-official negotiation. All fpirit of oppofi-

tion is quelled in the Canton of Berne, and the perpetual banilhment

of the ****** family has fcarcely excited a murmur. It will proba-

bly be followed by that of ****** *****
; the crime alleged in

their fentence is the having affifted at the federation-dinner at Rolle

two years ago ; and as they are abfent, I could almoft wifh that they

had been fummoned to appear, and heard in their own defence. To

the general fupinenefs of the inhabitants of Laufanne I mufl: afcribc,

that the death of Louis the Sixteenth has been received with lefs'

horror and indignaLion than I could have willied. I was much

tempted to go into mourning, and probably fhould, had the Duchefs

been-ftill here ; but, as the only Englifhman of any mark, I was

afraid of being lingular ; more efpecially as our French emigrants,

either from prudence or poverty, do not wear black, nor do even

the Neckers. Have you read his difcourfe for the King ? It might

indeed fuperfede the neceffity of mourning. I Ihould judge from

your laft letter, and from the Diary, that the French declaration of

war
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war muft have rather furprifed you. I wifti, although I know not

how it could have been avoided, that we might ftill have continued

to enjoy our fafe and profperous neutrality. You will not doubt

my heft wifhes for the deftrudlion of the mifcreants ; but I love

England ftill more than 1 hate France. All reafonable chances are

in favour of a confederacy, fuch as was never oppofed to the ambi-

tion of Louis the Fourteenth ; but, after the experience of laft year,

I diftrufl reafon, and confefs myfelf fearful for the event. The

French are ftrong in numbers, adivity, enthufiafm ; they are rich in

rapine ; and, although their ftrength may be only that of a phrenzy

fever, they may do infinite mifchief to their neighbours before they

can be reduced to a ftrait waiftcoat. I dread the efFeds that may be

produced on the minds of the people by the increafe of debt and

taxes, probable lofles, and pofTible raifmanagement. Our trade muft

fuffer ; and though projects of invafion have been always abortive, I

cannot forget that the fleets and armies of Europe have failed before

the towns in America, which have been taken and plundered by a

handful of Buccaneers. I know nothing of Pitt as a war minifter

;

but it afibrds me much fatisfadion that the intrepid wifdom of the

new chancellor * is introduced into the cabinet. I wifh, not merely

on your own account, that you were placed in an adtive, ufeful

ftatlon in government. I fhould not diilike you fecretary at war.

I have little more to fay of myfelf, or of my journey to England :

you know my intentions, and the great events of Europe muil deter-

mine whether they can be carried into execution this fummer. If

***** has warmly adopted ycnr idea, I fhall fpeedily hear from him
;

but, in truth, I know not w^iat will be my anfwer : I fee difficulties

which at firft did not occur ; I doubt my own perfeverance, and my
fancy begins to wander into new paths. The amufement of reading

and thinking may perhaps fatisfy a man w'ho has paid his debt to the

public ; and there is more pleafure in building caftles in the aix than

* -Lord Lougliborougli.

on
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on the ground. I fhall contrive fome fmall afliftance for your corre-

fpondent, though I cannot Icura any thing that diftinguifhes him

from many of his countrymen ; we have had our full fhare of poor

emigrants : but if you wifh that any thing extraordinary fliould- be

done for this man, you muft fend me a meafure. Adieu. 1 em-

brace my Lady and Maria, as alfo Louifa, if with you. Perhaps I

may foon write, without expeQing an anfwer. Ever yours.

To the Same.

Lausanne, April 27, 1793-

TV/Ty deareft Friend, for fuch you moft truly are, nor does there

exift a perfon who obtains, or fhall ever obtain, a fuperior

place in my efleem and affedion.

After too long a filence I was fitting down to write, when, only

yeflerday morning (fuch is now the irregular flownefs of the Englifh

poft), I was fuddenly ftruck, indeed ftruck to the heart, by the fatal

intelligence * from Sir Henry Clinton and Mr. de Lally. Alas ! what

is life, and what are our hopes and projecfts ! When I embraced her

at your deparure from Laufanne, could I imagine that it was for

the lafl time ? when I poftponed to another fummer my journey

to England, could I apprehend that I never, never fhould fee her

again ? I always hoped that fhe would fpin her feeble thread

to a long duration, and that her delicate frame would furvive

(as is often the cafe) many conftitutions of a ftouter appearance.

In four days ! in your abfence, in that of her children ! But fhe

is now at reft ; and if there be a future life, her mild virtues

have furely entitled her to the reward of pure and perfeft feli-

city. It is for you that I feel, and I can judge of your fentiments

by comparing them with my own. I have loft, it is true, an ami-

able and affedlionate friend, whom I had known and loved above

* The death of Lady Sheffield,

2 tliree
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three-and-twenty years, and whom 1 often flyled by the endearing

name of filter. But you are deprived of the companion of your life,

the wife of your choice, and the mother of your children
;
poor

children ! the livelinefs of Maria, and the foftnefs of Louifa, render

them almoft equally the objects of my tendereft compaffion. I do not

wilh to aggravate your grief; but, in the fmcerity of friendlhip, I

cannot hold a different language. I know the impotence of reafon,

and I much fear that the ftrength of your charafter will ferve to

make a fharper and more lading impreflion.

The only confolation in thefe melancholy trials to, which human

life is expofed, the only one at leaft in which I have any confidence,

is the prefence of a real friend ; and of that, as far as it depends on

myfelf, you fhall not be deftitute. I regret the few days that muft

be loft in fome neceffary preparations ; but I truft that to-morrow

fe'nnight (May the fifth) I fhall be able to fet forwards on my jour-

ney to England ; and when this letter reaches you, I fhall be con-

fiderably advanced on my way. As it is yet prudent to keep at a

reipedtful diftance from the banks of the French Rhine, I fhall in-

cline a little to the right, and proceed by Schaflbufe and Stutgard to

Frankfort and Cologne : the Auftrian Netherlands are now open and

fafe, and I am fure of being able at leaft to pafs from Oftend to

Dover ; whence, without pafTmg through London, I fliall pur-

fue the dire£t road to Sheffield-Place. Unlefs I fhould meet with

fome vmforefcen accidents and delays, I hope, before the end of the

month to fhare your folitude, and fympathize with your grief. All

the difRculties of the journey, which my indolence had probably

magnified, have now difappeared before a ftronger pafFion ; and you

will not be forry to hear, that, as far as Frankfort to Cologne, I fhall

enjoy the advantage of the fociety, the converfation, the German

language, and the adlive afTiftance of Severy. His attachment to me

is the fole motive which prompts him to undertake this troublefome

journey ; and as foon as he has feen me over the rougheft ground,

I he
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he will immediately return to Laufanne. The poor young man
loved Lady S, as a mother, and the whole family is deeply afFeded

by an event which reminds them too painfully of their own misfor-

tune. Adieu. 1 could write volumes, and Ihall therefore break off

abruptly. I fliall write on the road, and hope to find a few lines

^pojle rcjlaritc at Frankfort and Bruffels. Adieu j ever yours.

To the Same,

My dear Friend, Lausakke, May 1793.

T MUST write a few lines before my departure, though indeed I

fcarcely know what to fay. Nearly a fortnight has now elapfed

fmce the firft melancholy tidings, without my having received the

flighteft fubfequent accounts of your health and fituation. Your

own filence announces too forcibly how much you are involved in

your feelings ; and I can but too eafily conceive that a letter to me
would be more painful than to an indifferent perfon. But that ami-

able man Count Lally might furely have written a fecond time ; but

your filler, who is probably with you ; but Maria,—alas ! poor Maria 1

I am left in a ftate of darknefs to the workings of my own fancy,

which imagines every thing that is fad and fhocking. What can I

think of for your relief and comfort ? I will not expatiate on thofe

common-place topics, which have never dried a fmgle tear ; but let

me advife, let me urge you to force yourfelf into bufmeis, as I would

try to force myfelf into ftudy. The mind muft not be idle ; if it

be not exercifed on external objects, it will prey on its own vitals.

A thoufand little arrangements, which muft precede a long journey,

have poftponed my departure three or four days beyond the term

which I had firft appointed ; but all is now in order, and I fet off

to-morrow, the ninth inftant, with my valet de chambre.^ a courier

on horfeback, and Severy, with his fervant, as far as Frankfort, f

VOL. I. 00 calculate
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calculate my arrival at Sheffield-Place (how I dread and defire to fee

that manlion !) for the firfl week in June, foon after this letter j but

I will try to fend you fome later intelligence. I never found myfelf

flronger, or in better health. The German road is now cleared,

both of enemies and allies, and though I muft expcdl fatigue, I

have not any appreheniions of danger. It is fcarcely poffible

that you fhould meet me at Frankfort, but I fliall be much dlfap-

pointed at not finding a line at Bruffels or Oftend. Adieu. If there

be any invifible guardians, may they watch over you and yoiurs

!

Adieu.

To the Sivne.

Frankfort, May 19th, 1793.

A ND here I am in good health and fpirits, after one of the eafieft,

liifeft, and pleafanteft journies which I ever performed in my
whole life; not the appearance of an enemy, and hardly the ap-

pearance of a war. Yet I hear, as I am writing, the cannon of the

fiege of Mayence, at the diftance of twenty miles ; and long, very

long, will it be heard. It is confefled on all fides, that the French

fight with a courage worthy of a better caufe. The town of May-

ence is ftrong, their artillery admirable ; they are already reduced

to horfe-flefli, but they have ftill the refource of eating the inhabit-

ants, and at lafl; of eating one another ; and, if that repaft could

be extended to Paris and the whole country, it might eilentially

contribute to the relief of mankind. Our operations are carried

on with more than German flownefs, and when the befieged are

quiet, the befiegers are perfedlly fatisfied with their progrefs. A
fpirit of divifion undoubtedly prevails ; and the charadter of the

Prullians for courage and difcipline is funk lower than you can pof-

fibly imagine. Their glory has expired with Frederick. I am forry

to have miffed Lord Elgin, v;ho is beyond the Rhine with the King

2 of
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of Pruflia, As I am impatient, I propofe fetting forwards to-mor-

row afternoon, and fliall reach Oftcnd in lefs than eight days. The
pafTage muft depend on winds and packets ; and I hope to fmd at

BruiTels or Dover a letter which will dired me to Shcflield-riace or

Downing-Street. Scvery goes back from hence. Adieu : I embrace

the dear girls. Ever yours.

From the Same.

Brussels, May 27th, 1793.

'TT' HIS day, between two and three o'clock in the afternoon, I am
arrived at this place in excellent prefervation. My expedition,^

which is now drawing to a clofe, has been a journey of perfeverance

rather than fpeed, of fome labour fmce Frankfort, but without the

fmalleft degree of difficulty or danger. As I have every morning

been feated in the chaife foon after fun-rife, I propofe indulging to-

morrow till eleven o'clock, and going that day no farther than

Ghent. On Wednefday the 29th inftant I fhall reach Oftend in

good time, juft eight days, according to my former reckoning, from

Frankfort. Beyond that I can fay nothing pofitive ; but fliould the

winds be propitious, it is poffible that I may appear next Saturday,

June firft, in Downlng-Street. After that earliefl date, you will

cxpedl me day by day till I arrive. Adieu. I embrace the dear

girls, and falute Mrs. Holroyd. I rejoice that you have anticipated

my advice by plunging into bufuiefs ; but I fhould now be forry if

that bufinefs, however important, detained us long in town. I do not

wifh to make a public exhibition, and only figh to enjoy you and

the precious remnant in the folitude of Sheffield-Place. Ever yours.

If I am fuccefsful I may outftrip or accompany this letter.. Your's

and Maria's waited for me here, and over-paid the journey.

002,
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^HE preceding Letters intimate that, in return for my vifit to

Laufanne in 1791, Mr. Gibbon engaged to pafs a year witk

me in England ; that the war having rendered travelling exceedingly

inconvenient, efpecially to a pcrfon who, from his bodily infirmities,

required every accommodation, prevented his undertaking fo formi-

dable a journey at the time he propofed.

The call of friendfliip, however, was fufficient to make him over-

look every perfonal confideration, when he thought his prefence

might prove a confolation. I mufl: ever regard it as the moft en-

dearing proof of his fenfibility, and of his pofleffing the true fpirit

of friendfliip, that after having relinquifhed the thought of his in-

tended vifit, he haftened to England, in fpite of encreafing impedi-

ments, to foothe me by the moft generous fympathy, and to alle-

viate my domeftic afflidion ; neither his great corpulency, nor his-

extraordinary bodily infirmities, nor any other confideration, could

prevent him a moment from refolving on an undertaking that might

have deterred the moft a£live young man. He, almoft immediately,,

with alertnefs by no means natural to him, undertook a great cir-

cuitous journey, along the frontiers of an enemy, worfe than favage,.

within the found of their cannon, within the range of the light

troops of the difi'erent armies, and through roads ruined by the enor-

mous machinery of war.

The readinefs with which he engaged in this kind office of friend-

ihip, at a time when a felfifli fpirit might have pleaded a thoufand

reafons for declining fo hazardous a journey, confpired, with the pe-

i culiar
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culiar cTiarms of his fociety to render his arrival a cordial to my
mind. I had the fatisfiidion of finding that his own delicate and

precarious health had not fuffered in the fervice of his friend, a

fervice in which he difregarded his own perfonal infirmities. He
arrived in the beginning of June at my houfe in Downing-Street,

fafe and in good health ; and after we had pafTed about a month to-

gether in London, we fettled at Sheffield- Place for the fummer

;

where his wit, learning, and cheerful politencfs delighted a great

variety of characters.

Although he was inclined to reprefent his health as better than it

really was, his habitual diflike to motion appeared to increafe ; his

inaptnefs to exercife confined him to the library and dining-room^

and there he joined my friend Mr. Frederick North, in pleafant ar-

guments againft exercife in general. He ridiculed the unfettled and

reftlefs difpofition that fummer, the moft uncomfortable, as he faid,

of all feafons, generally gives to thofe who have the free ufe of their

limbs. Such arguments were little required to keep fociety within

doors, when his company was only there to be enjoyed ; for neither

the finenefs of the feafon, nor the moft promifing parties of pleafure,

could tempt the company of either fex to defert him.

Thofe who have enjoyed the fociety of Mr. Gibbon will agree

with me, that hi& converfation was ftill more captivating than his

w^ritings. Perhaps no man ever divided time more fairly between

literary labour and focial enjoyment ; and hence, probably, he de-

rived" his peculiar excellence of making his very extenfive knowledge

contribute, in the highefl degree, to the ufe or pleafure of thofe with

whom he converfed. He united, in the happieft manner imagin-

able, two characters which are not often, found in the fame perfon,,

the profound fcholar and the fafcinating companion.

It would be fuperfluous to attempt a very minute delineation of a

cliarader which is fo diilinCtly marked in the Memoirs and Letters.

Ha
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He has defcribcd hunfelf wUhout rcferve, and with pcifcct fincerhy.

The Letters, and efpccially the extradls from the Journal, which could

not have been written with any purpofe of being feen, will make the

reader perfeftly acquainted with the man.

Excepting a vifit to Lord Kgremont and Mr. Hayley, whom he

very particularly efteemed, Mr. Gibbon was not abfent from Shef-

field-Place till the beginning of 0(flobcr, when we were relu£lantly

obliged to part with him, that he might perform his engagement to

Mrs. Gibbon at Bath, the widow of his father, who had early de-

ferved, and invariably retained, his affedion. From Bath he pro-

ceeded to Lord Spenfer's at Althorp, a family which lie always met

with uncommon fatisfa£tion. He continued in good health during

the whole fummer, and in excellent fpirits (I never knew him enjoy

better) ; and when he went from Sheffield-Place, little did I imagine

it would be the laft time I Ihould have the inexpreffible pleafure of

feeing him there in full pofleffion of health.

The few following fiiort letters, though not important in them-

felves, will fill up this part of the narrative better, and more agree-

ably, than any thing I can fubflitute in their place.
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Edward Gibbon Efq. to the Right Hoti. Zor<i Sheffield.

0£tober 2<1, 1793.

npHE Cork-Street hotel has anfwered its reeommendation ; it is

clean, convenient, and quiet. My firft evening was pafled

at home in a very agreeable tete-a-tete with my friend Elmfley.

Yefterday I dined at Craufurd's with an excellent let, in which were

Pelham and Lord Egremont. I dine to-day with my Portuguefc

fi-iend, Madame de Sylva, at Grenier's ; mofl; probably with Lady

Webfter, whom I met lail night at Devonfhire-Houfc ; a con-

ftant, though late, refort of fociety. The Duchefs is as good, and

Lady Elizabeth as feducing, as ever. No news whatfoever. You

will fee in the papers Lord Harvey's memorial. I love vigour, but

it is furely a rtrong meafure to tell a gentleman you have refolvcd to

pafs the winter in his houfe. London is not difagreeable
;
yet I fhall

probably leave it Saturday. If any thing fhould occur, I will write..

Adieu ; ever yours..

y© the Same,

CuNDAY afternoon I left London and lay at Reading, and Monday

ia very good time I reached this place, after a very pleafant air-

ing ; and am always fo much delighted and improved^ with this

union of eafe and motion, that, were not the expence enormous, I

would travel every year fome hundred miles, more efpecially in

England. I pafled the day with Mrs, G. yefterday. In mind and

converfation
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converfation (lie is juft the fame as twenty years ago. She has fplrits,

appetite, legs, and eyes, and talks of living till ninety *. I can fay

from my heart, Amen. We dine at two, and remain together till

nine ; but, although we have much to fay, I am not forry that flie

talks of introducing a third or fourth aftor. Lord Spenfer expeds

me about the 20th ; but if I can do it without offence, I fhall ileal

away two or three days fooner, and you fliall have advice of my
motions. The troubles of Briftol have been ferious and bloody.

I know not who was in fault ; but I do not like appeafing the

mob by the extindlion of the toll, and the removal of the Hereford

militia, who had done their duty. Adieu. The girls muft dance

at Tunbridge. What would dear little aunt fay if I was to anfwer

her letter ? Ever yours, &c.

York-House, Bath,

Oftober 9th, 1793.

I flill follow the old ftile, though the Convention has abolifhed tlic

Chriftian jcra, with months, weeks, days, &c.

To the Same.

ToRK-HousE, Bath, 0£lober 13th, 1793.

T AM as ignorant of Bath in general as if I were ftill at Sheffield.

My impatience to get away makes me think it better to devote

my whole time to Mrs. G. j and dear little aunt, whom I tenderly

falute, will excufe me to her two friends, Mrs. Hartley and Prefton,

if I make little or no ufe of her kind introduftion. A tete-a-tete

of eight or nine hours every day is rather difficult to fupport
;
yet I

do affure you, that our converfation flows with more eafe and fpirit

when we are alone, than when any auxiliaries are fum.moned to our

aid. She is indeed a wonderful woman, and I think all her faculties

• She was then in her eightieth year. S.

of
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of the mind ftronger, and more adlive, than I have ever known them.

I have fettled, that ten full days may be fufficient for all the purpofes

of our interview. I fhould therefore depart next Friday, the eigh-

teenth inftant, and am indeed expedted at Althorpe on the twentieth
j

but I may poiTibly reckon without my hoft, as I have not yet ap-

prifed Mrs. G. of the term of my vifit ; and will certainly not

quarrel with her for a fhort delay. Adieu. I muft have fome poli-

tical fpeculations. The campaign, at leaft on our fide, feems to be at

an end. Ever yours.

To the Same.

Althorp Library, Tuefday, four o'clock.

Jv. have fo completely exhaufted this morning among the firfl: edi-

tions of Cicero, that I can mention only my departure hence

to-morrow, the fixth inftant. I fhall lie quietly at Woburn, and reach

London in good time Thurfday. By the following poft I will write

fomewhat more largely. My ftay in London will depend, partly on

my amufement, and your being fixed at Sheffield-Place ; unlefs you

think I can be comfortably arranged for a week or two with you at

Brighton. The military rem.arks feem good ; but now to what pur-

pofe ? Adieu. I embrace and much rejoice in Louifli's improve-

ment. Lord Oilbry was from home at Farning-Woods.

To the Same.

London, Friday, Nov. 8th, four o'clock.

^T/ ALP OLE has juft delivered yours, and I haften the diredtion,

that you may not be at a lofs. I will write to-morrow, but I

am now fatigued, and rather unvv'eli. Adieu. I have not feen a

foul except Elmfley.

VOL. I, P P »
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To the Same,

St. Jamf-s's-Street, Nov. pth, 1793.

A s I dropt ycfterday the word univell, I flatter myfelf that the

family would have been a little alarmed by my filence to-day.

I am ftill aukward, though without any fufpicions of gout, and

have fome idea of having recourfe to medical advice. Yet I creep

out to-day in a chair, to dine with Lord Lucan. But as it will be

literally my firft going down flairs, and as fcarcely any one is ap-

prized of my arrival, I know nothing, I have heard nothing, I have

nothing to fay. My prefent lodging, a houfe of Elmfley's, is cheer-

ful, -convenient, fomewhat dear, but not fo much as a hotel, a fpe-

cies of habitation for which I have not conceived any great afte£tion.

Had you been ftationary at Sheffield, you would have feen me before

the twentieth ; for I am tired of rambling, and pant for my home ;

that is to fay, for your houfe. But whether I Ihall have courage to

brave * * * * and a bleak down, time only can difcover. Adieu.

I wifh you back to Sheffield-Place. The health of dear Louifa is

doubtlefs the firft objedt ; but I did not exped: Brighton after Tun-

bridge. Whenever dear little aunt is feparate from you, I fhall cer-

tainly write to her ; but at prefent how is it poffible ? Ever yours*

To the Same^ at Brighthehijlone.

St. JamesVStreet, Nov. iirh, 1793.

T MUST at length withdraw the veil before my ftate of health,

though the naked truth may alarm you more than a fit of the

gout. Have you never obferved, through my inexpreffibles, a

large prominency circa genitalia^ which, as it was not at all pain-

ful, and very little troublefome, I had ftrangely negleded for

many years ? But fince my departure from Sheffield-Place it has

increafed,
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increafed, (moft ftupendoufly,) is increafing, and ought to be dimi-

nlihed. Yellerday I ient for Farquhar, who is allowed to be a very

fkilful furgeon. After viewing and palping, he very ferloiifly defu-ed

to call in affiftance, and has examined it again to-day with Mr. Cline,

a furgeon, as he fays, of the firft eminence. They both pronounce

it a hydrocele^ (a colledlon of water,) which muft be let out by the

operation of tapping ; but, from its magnitude and long neglect,

they think it a moft extraordinary cafe, and wlfii to have another

furgeon, Dr. Bayley, prefent. If the bufmefs fliould go off fmoothly,

I fhall be delivered from my burthen, (it is almoft as big as a fmall

child,) and walk about in four or five days with a trufs. But the

medical gentlemen, who never fpeak quite plain, infinuate to me
the poflibility of an inflammation, of fever, &c. I am not ap-

palled at the thoughts of the operation, which is fixed for Wednef-

day next, twelve o'clock ; but it has occurred to me, that you might

wifh to be prefent, before and afterwards, till the crifis was paft ; and

to give you that opportunity, I fhall folicit a delay till Thurfday, or

even Friday. In the mean while, I crawl about with fome labour,

.and much indecency, to Devonfhire-Houfe (where I left all the fine

Ladies making flannel waiftcoats) ; Lady Lucan's, &c. Adieu.

Varnlfli the bufinefs for the Ladies
;
yet I am afraid it will be public

;

—-the advantage of being notorious. Ever yours.

p p 2
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Immediately on receiving the lafl: letter, I went the fame day

from Brighthehiifionc to London, and was agreeably furprifcd to

find that Mr. Gibbon had dined at Lord Lucan's, and did not re-

turn to his lodgings, where I waited for him, till eleven o'clock at

night. Thofe who have feen him wuthin the laft eight or ten

years, muft be furprifed to hear, that he could doubt, whether

his diforder was apparent. When he returned to England in

1787, I was greatly alarmed by a prodigious increafe, which I

always conceived to proceed from a rupture. I did not underfland

why he, who had talked with me on every other fubje£t relati\^ to

himfelf and his affairs without referve, fhould never in any fliape

hint at a malady fo troublefome ; but on fpeaking to his valet de

chambre, he told me, Mr. Gibbon could not bear the leaft alluilon

to that fubje£l, and never would fuffer him to notice it. I con-

fulted fome medical perfons, who with me fuppofmg it to be a

rupture, were of opinion that nothing could be done, and faid that

he furely muft have had advice, and of courfe had taken all ne-

cefTary precautions. He now talked freely with me about his dif-

order ; which, he faid, began in the year 1761 ; that he then con-

fulted Mr. Hawkins the furgeon, who did not decide whether it was

the beginning of a rupture, or an hydrocele ; but he defired to fee

Mr. Gibbon again when he came to town. Mr. Gibbon not feel-,

ing any pain, fior fufFering any inconvenience, as he faid, never

returned to Mr. Hawkins ; and although the diforder continued to

increafe gradually, and of late years very much indeed, he never

mentioned it to any perfon, however incredible it may appear, from

1 76 1 to November 1793. I told him, that I had always fuppofed

there was no doubt of its being a rupture ; his anfwer was, that he

never thought fo, and that he, and the furgeons who attended him,

I were
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were of opinion that it was an hydrocele. It is now certain that

it was originally a rupture, and that an hydrocele had lately taken

place in the fame part ; and it is remarkable, that his legs, which had

been fwelled about the ankle, particularly one of them, fmce he

had the erifipelas in 1790, recovered their former fhape as foon as

the water appeared in another part, w^hich did not happen till be-

tween the time he left Sheffield-Place, in the beginning of Odober,

and his arrival at Althorpe, towards the latter end of that month.

On the Thurfday following the date of his lafl: letter, Mr. Gibbon

was tapped for the firll time ; fouf quarts of a tranfparent watery

fluid were difcharged by that operation. Neither inflammation nor

fever enfued ; the tumour was diminifhed to nearly half its fize ; the

remaining part was a foft irregular mafs. I had been with him two

days before, and I continued with him above a week after the firft

tapping, during which time he enjoyed his ufual fpirits ; and the

three medical gentlemen who attended him will recoiled his plea-

fantry, even during the operation. He was abroad again in a few

days, but the water evidently colledting very fafl:, it was agreed that

a fecond pundlure fhould be made a fortnight after the firft. Knovsr-

ing that I fhould be wanted at a meeting in the country, he prefled

me to attend it, and promifed that foon after the fecond operation

was performed he would follow me to Sheffield-Place
; but before

he arrived I received the two following Letters

:

Mr. Gibbon to Lord Sheffield, ai Brighton.

St. James's Street, Nov. 25th, 1793.

/npHOUGH Farquhar has promifed to write you a line, I conceive

you may not be forry to hear diredly from me. The ope-

ration of yefterday was much longer, more fearching, and more

painful than the former ; but it has eafed and lightened me to a much

greater
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52;reater degree *. No inflammation, no fever, a delicious night,

leave to go abroad to-morrow, and to go out of town when I pleafe,

€n attendant the future meafures of a radical cure. If you hold your

intention of returning next Saturday to Sheffield-Place, I fhall pro-

bably join you about the Tuefday following, after having pafl'ed two

nights at Beckenham \. The Devons are going to Bath, and the

hofpitable Craufurd follows them. I paOed a delightful day with

Burke ; an odd one with Monfignore Erfkine, the Pope's Nuncio.

Of public news, you and the papers know more than I do. We
fcem to have ftrong fea and land hopes ; nor do I diflike the

Royalifts having beaten the Sans Culottes, and taken Dol. How
many minutes will it take to guillotine the feventy-three new mem-

bers of the convention, who are now arretted ? Adieu ; ever yours.

I

To the Same,

St. James's-Street, Nov. 3ot]i, 1793.

T will not be In my power to reach Sheffield-Place quite fo foon as

I wifhed and expedted. Lord Auckland informs me, that he ihall

be at Lambeth next week, Tuefday, Wednefday, and Thurfday. I

have therefore agreed to dine at Beckenham on Friday. Saturday will

be fpent there, and unlefs fome extraordinary temptation fhould de-

tain me another day, you will fee me by four o'clock Sunday the ninth

of December. I dine to-morrow with the Chancellor at Hampftead,

and, what I do not like at this time of the year, without a propofal to

flay all night. Yet I would not refufe, more efpecially as I had de-

nied him on a former day. My health is good ; but I fhall have a

final interview with Farquhar before I leave town. We are ftill in

darknefs about Lord Howe and the French fhips, but hope feems to

preponderate. Adieu. Nothing that relates to Louifa can be for-

gotten. Ever yours.

• Three quarts of ^he fame fluid as before were difcharged. f Eden-Farm.
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Mr. Gibbon generally took the opportunity of pafling a night

or two with his friend Lord Auckland, at Eden-Farm, (ten miles

from London,) on his paflage to Sheffield-Place ; and notwith-

ftanding his indifpofition, he had lately made an excurfion thither

from London ; when he was much pleafed by meeting the Arch-

bifhop of Canterbury, of whom he expreffed an high opinion. He
returned to London, to dine with Lord Loughborough, to meet

Mr. Burke, Mr. Windham, and pai-ticularly Mr. Pitt, with whom
he was not acquainted ; and in his lafl journey to Suflex, he re-

vifited Eden-Farm, and was mrich gratified by the opportunity of

again feeing, during a whole day, Mr. Pitt, who pafled the night

there* From Lord Auckland's, Mr. Gibbon proceeded to Sheffield-

Place ; and his difcourfe was never more brilliant, nor more entertain-

ing, than on his arrival. The parallels he drew, and the comparifons

he made, between the leading men of this country, were fketched

in his beft manner, and were infinitely interefting. Flowever, this

laft vifit to Sheffield-Place became far different from any he had ever

made before. That ready, cheerful, various, and illuminating con-

verfation, which we had before admired in him, was not now always

to be found in the library or the dining-room. He moved with

difficulty, and retired from company fooner than he had been ufed

to do. On the twenty-third of December, his appetite began to fail

him. He obferved to me, that it was a very bad fign iznth bun

when he could not eat his breakfaft, which he had done at all times

very heartily ; and this feems to have been the flrongeft expreffion

of apprehenfion that he was ever obferved to utter. A confiderable

degree of fever now made its appearance. Inflammation arofe, from

the weight and the bulk of the tumour.. Water again tolleded very

faft, and when the fever went off, he never entirely recovered his ap~

2 petite
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petite even for breakfaft. I became very uneafy indeed at his fituatlon

towards.the end of the month, and thought it neceflary to advife hnn

to fet out for London. He had before fettled his plan to arrive

there about the middle of January. I had company in the houfe,

and we expected one of his particular friends ; but he viras obliged

to facrifice all focial pleafure to the immediate attention which his

health required. He went to London on the feventh of January,

and the next day I received the following billet ; the laft he ever

wrote ;

Edward Gibbon Efq. to Zo;-^ Sheffield.

St. James's-Street, four o'clock, Tuefday.

" This date fays every thing. I was almoft killed between Shef-

" field-Place and Eaft-Grinfted, by hard, frozen, long, and crofs

" ruts, that would difgrace the approach of an Indian wig-wam.

*' The reft was fomething lefs painful ; and I reached this place half-

" dead, but not ferioufly feverlfh, or ill. I found a dinner invitation

" from Lord Lucan ; but what are dinners to me ? I wifli they did

" not know of my departure. I catch the flying poft. What
" an eiToit ! Adieu, till Thurfday or Friday."

By his own defire, I did not follow him till Thurfday the ninth.

I then found him far from well. The tumour more diftended than

before, inflamed, and ulcerated in feveral places. Remedies were

applied to abate the innammation ; but it was not thought proper to

puntflure the tumour for the third time, till Monday the 13th of

January, when no lefs than fix quarts of fluid vv'ere difcharged. He
feemed much relieved by the evacuation. His fpirits continued

good. He talked, as ufual, of paffing his time at houfes which he

had
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had often frequented with great pleafnre, the Duke of Devon-

fhire's, Mr. Craufurd's, Lord Spenfer's, Lord Lucan's, Sir Ralph

Payne's, and Mr. Batt's ; and when I told him that I fhould not re-

turn to the country, as I had intended, he prefled me to go ; know-

ing I had an engagement there on public bufmefs, he faid, " you
*' may be back on Saturday, and I intend to go on Thurfday to De-
*' vonfhire-Houfe." I had not any apprehenfion that his life was

in danger, although I began to fear that he might not be reftored to

a comfortable flate, and that motion would be very troublefome to

him ; but he talked of a radical cure. He faid, that it was fortunate

the diforder had fliewn itfelf while he was in England, where he might

procure the beft afliftance ; and if a radical cure could not be obtained

before his return to Lauiluine, there was an able furgeon at Geneva,

who could come to tap him when it fliould be neceflary.

On Tuefday the fourteenth, when the rifk of inflammation and

fever from the laft operation was fuppofed to be over, as the medical

gentlemen who attended him expreffed no fears for his life, I went

that afternoon part of the way to Suflex, and the following day

reached Sheffield-Place. The next morning, the fixteenth, I received

by the poft a good account of Mr. Gibbon, which mentioned alfo

that he hourly gained ftrength. In the evening came a letter by ex-

prefs, dated noon that day, which acquainted me that Mr. Gibbon

had had a violent attack the preceding night, and that it was not

probable he fhould live till I could come to him. I reached his

lodgings in St. James's-ftreet about midnight, and learned that my
friend had expired a quarter before one o'clock that day, the fixteenth

of January 1794.

After I left him on Tuefday afternoon the fourteenth, he faw fome

company. Lady Lucan and Lady Spenfer, and thought himfelf well

enough at night to omit the opium draught, which he had been ufed

to take for fome time. He flept very indifferently ; before nine the

VOL. I. Q_Q^ next
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next morning he rofe, but could not eat his breakfaft. However, he

appeared tolerably well, yet complained at times of a pain in his fto-

mach. At one o'clock he received a vifit of an hour from Madame
de Sylva, and at three, his friend, Mr. Craufurd, of Auchinames,

(whom he always mentioned with particular regard,) called, and

flayed with him till paft five o'clock. They talked, as ufual, on

various fubjedls ; and twenty hours before his death, Mr, Gibbon

happened to fall into a converfation, not uncommon with him, on

the probable duration of his life. He faid, that he thought himfelf

a good life for ten, twelve, or perhaps twenty years. About fix,

he ate the wing of a chicken, and drank three glaffes of Madeira.

After dinner he became very uneafy and impatient ; complained

a good deal, and appeared fo weak, that his fervaijt was alarmed.

Mr. Gibbon had fent to his friend and relation, Mr. Robert Darell,

whofe houfe was not far diftant, defiring to fee him, and adding,

that he had fomething particular to fay. But, unfortunately, this

defired interview never took place.

During the evening he complained much of his flomach, and of

a difpofition to vomit. Soon after nine, he took his opium draught,

and went to bed. About ten, he complained of much pain, and de-

fired that warm napkins might be applied to his ftomach. He almoft

inceflfantly exprefled a fenfe of pain till about four o'clock in the

morning, when he faid he found his ftomach much eafier. About

feven, the fervant afked, whether he fliould fend for Mr. Farquhar ?

he anfwered, no ; that he was as well as he had been the day before.

At about half paft eight, he got out of bed, and faid he was " plus

adroiC than he had been for three months paft, and got into bed again,

without affiftance, better than ufual. About nine, he faid that he

would rife. The fervant, however, perfuaded him to remain In bed

till Mr. Farquhar, who was expected at eleven, Ihould come.

Till about that hour he fpoke with great facility. Mr. Farquhar

2 came
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came at the time appointed, and he was then vifibly dying. When
the valet de chambrc returned, after attending Mr. Farquhar out of

the room, Mr. Gibbon faid, " Ponrquoi eft cc que voits mc quitter ?"

This was about half pall eleven. At twelve, he drank fome brandy

and water from a tea-pot, and defired his favourite fervant to ftay

with him. Thefe were the laft words he pronounced articulately.

To the laft he preferved his fenfes ; and when he could no longer

fpeak, his fervant having afked a queftion, he made a fign, to fhew

that he underftood him. He was quite tranquil, and did not ftir

;

his eyes half-fhut. About a quarter before one, he ceafed to breathe *.

* The body was not opened till the fifth day after his death. It was then found,

except that a degree of mortification, not very confiderable, had taken place on a part

of the colon ; which, with the whole of the omentum, of a very enlarged fize, had

defcended into ihe/civtum, forming a bag that hung down nearly as low as the knee.

Since that part had been inflamed and ulcerated, Mr. Gibbon could not bear a trufs ;

and when (he lafl fix quarts of fluid were difcharged, the co/ott and ojii£ntuin

defcending lower, they, by their weight, drew the lower mouth of the ftomaeh

downwards to the os pubis, and this probably was the immediate caufe of his death.

The following is the account of the appearance of the body, given by an eminent

furgeon who opened it

:

" Aperto tumore, qui ab inguine ufque ad genu fe extcnderat, obfervatum eft

" partem ejus inferiorem conftare ex tunica vaginati teftis continenti duas quafi libras

'• liquoris ferofi tiniti fanguine. Ea autem fuit facci illius amplitudo ut portioni li-

" quoris longe majori capiendse fufRceret. In pofteriori parte hujus facci teftis fitus

" fuit. Hunc omnino fanum invenimus.

" Partem tumoris fuperiorem occupaverant integrum fere omentum et major pars

•' inteftini coli. Hse partes, facco fibi proprio inclufs, fibi invicem et facco fuo adeo
*' ar£le adhxferunt ut coivifle viderentur in mafTam unam folidam et iiTCgularem i

« cujus a tergo chorda fpermatica fedem fuam obtinuerat.

" In omento et in inteftino colo baud dubia recentis inflammatlonis figna vidimus,

" necnon maculas nonuuUas lividi coloris hinc inde fparfas.

" Aperto abdomine, ventriculum invenimus a naturali fuo fitu detra£lum ufque ad

** annulum mafculi obliqui externi. Pylorum retrorfum et quafi furfum a duodeno

" rctraftum. In hepate ingentem numerum parvorum tuberculorum. Veficaia

" felleam bile admodum diftentam. In caeteris vifceribus, examini anatomico fub-

" jedJs, nulla morbi veftigia extiterunt."

Q_Q^ 2 The
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The vakt de chambrc obferved, that Mr. Gibbon did not, at any

tune, fhew the leafl: fign of alarm, or apprehenfion of death ; and

it does not appear that he ever thought hiinfelf in danger, unlefs

his deiire to fpcak to Mr. Darell may be confidered in that light..

Perhaps I dwell too long on thefe minute and melancholy circum-

fiances. Yet the clofe of fuch a life can hardly fail to intereft every

reader ; and I know that the public has received a different and er-

roneous account of my friend's laft hours.

I can never ceafe to feel regret that I was not by his fide at this

awful period : a regret fo f1:rong, that I can exprefs it only by

borrowing (as the eloquent Mr. Mafon has done on a fimilar oc-

cafion) the forcible language of Tacitus ; M'lhi prater acsrhitatem

amici erept't^ ouget mcejiitlam quod ajfidere valeludini, fovere dsficieti-

tern^ Jat'iar'i vidtii^ complexu noti contigit. It is fome confolation to

me, that I have not, like Tacitus, by a long abfence, anticipated the

lofs of my friend feveral years before his deceafe. Although I had

not the mournful gratification of being near him on the day he ex-

pired, yet during his illnefs I had not failed to attend him with that

affiduity which his genius, his virtues, and, above all, our long, un-

interrupted, and happy friendlhip demanded.
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POSTSCRIPT.
R. Gibbon's Will is dated the ift of Odtober 1791, juft before

I left Laufanne ; he dlftinguifhes me, as ufual, in the mod
flattering manner

:

" I conftitute and appoint the Right Honourable John Lord Shef-

" field, Edward Darell Efquire, and John Thomas Batt Efquire,

" to be the Executors of this my laft Will and Teftament ; and as

'' the execution of this truft will not be attended with much dif-

" ficulty or trouble, I fhall indulge thefe gentlemei^, in the pleafure

" of this laft difinterefted fervice, without wronging my feelings, or

" oppreffing my heir, by too light or too weighty a teftimony of

*'^ my gratitude. My obligations to the long and a£live friendlliip

" of Lord Sheffield, I could never fufficiently repay."

He then obferves, that the Right Hon. Lady Eliot, of Port-Eliot,

is his neareft relation on the father's fide ; but that her three fons

are in fuch profperous circumftances, that he may well be exculed

for making the two children of his late ujicle. Sir Stanier Porten, his

heirs ; they being in a very different fituation. He bequeaths an-

nuities to two old fervants, three thoufand pounds, and his furni-

ture, plate, &c. at Laufanne, to Mi*. Wilhelme de Severy ; one

hundred guineas to the poor of Laufanne, and fifty guineas each,

to the following, perfons : Lady Sheffield and daughters, Maria and

Louifa, Madame and Madamoifelle de Severy, the Count de Schom-

berg, Mademoifelle la Chanoinefle de Poller, and M. le Miniftie Le

Vade, for the purchafe of fome token which may remind them of

a fincere friend. The remains of Mr. Gibbon were depofited in

Lord Sheffield's family burial-place in Suffex.
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THE Letters of Mr. Gibbon, from the time of his return to

Switzerland in 1788, are annexed to his Memoirs, as the beft con-

tinuation of them. Among his Letters of an earher date, I find

feveral which he has aUuded to, and others which will illuftrate the

account he has given of himfelf. Thefe, I flatter myfelf, will

pleafe the generality of readers ; fince, when he touches oa matters

of private bufinefs, even fubjeds of the drieft nature become inte-

refting, from his mode of treating them. Many Letters from diftin-

guifhed perfons to him will be introduced, and fome that he received

at a very early period of life. Although we have not all his own
Letters to which thefe were anfwers, yet we have enough to teftify

his ambition, even in youth, to be diftinguifhed as a fcholar.

It has been fometimes thought neceflary to offer to the Public an

apology for the publication of private Letters. I have no fcruple to

fay, that I publifh thefe, becaufe I think they place my friend in

an advantageous point of vieM\ He might not, perhaps, have ex-

pe£ted that all his Letters fhould be printed ; but I have no reafon

to believe that he would have been averfe to the publication of any.

If I had, they never would have been made public, however highly

I might have conceived of their excellence.

VOL. I. U R





LETTERS
TO AND FROM

EDWARD GIBBON Efquire.

M. Crevier (5 M. Gibbon.

MONSIEUR, Paris, 7 Aout 1756.

JE
lie puis qu'etre tres fenfible aux temolgnages d'eftime dont vous

voulez bien me combler, quoique je fois fort eloigne de les pren-

dre a la lettre, et de me regarder comme un oracle. Mais je fuis hommc
vrai, et par la meme qui aime a profiler des lumieres que Ton a la

bonte de me comrnuniquer. Ainfi, Monfieur, je re9ois avec toute la

fatisfaition poffible Tingenieufe conjedure que vous propofez, pour

I'e'clair-

[TRANSLATION.]
Mr. Crevier to Mr. Gibbon.

SIR, Paris, 7th Auguft 1756.

I AM extremely obliged by yaur exprefTions of efteem, without takino;

them in the literal fenfe, and believing myfelf an oracle. But I am a lover

of truth, and fincerity, and always ready to avail myfelf of the communica-

tions of my learned friends. With the greatefl: pleafure, therefoi-e, I received

R R 2 your
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rcclairciflement d'un pallagc de Titc Live fur lequel je m'avols fu

qu'etre embarafie. J'adopte toutes vos obfervations, tous vos raifon-

nemens. Par le changcment d'une feule lettre, vous fubftituez a un

feus louche et obfcur, une penfee claire, convenable au caradlere de

cclui qui park, et bien liee avec tout le reftc du difcours. Je ne

manquerai pas d'en faire une note, et de me ferv'ir de cette judi-

cieufe corred:ion, fi I'occafion s'en prcfente, en prenant foin d'en

faire honneur a celui a qui je la dois.

J'ajouterai feulement une remarque de peu de confc'quence, mals

qui me paroit neceflaire pour donner toute fii perfedion a la phrafe,

fur laquelle vous avez travaille' fi heureufement. Voici la phrafe

avec le chaneement que vous propofez. Nee effe hi vos otio vejlro

confulUim ab Romanis credat'is. Or in vos ne me paroit point s'ac-

corder avec ot'io vcjlro. L'expreiTion in vos femble marquer quelque

ehofe qui doit etre contraire au bien des Carthaginois, et qui par

eonfequence s'allie mal avec I'idee de leur repos. Ain{i au lieu de

Gcs mots in vos j'aimerois mieux lire in bis. Alors la phrafe fera

complete-

your ingenious conjefture illuftrating a paflage of Livy, by which I had

been puzzled. I adopt all your obfervations and reafonings. By changing

a fingle letter, you fubftitute, inftead of an aukward and obfcure meaning, a

thouglic perfpicunus in itfelf, fuitable to the charafler of the fpeaker, and

connected with the purport of his difcourfe. I fhall not fail noticing this

judicious correftion, when an opportunity occurs, and mentioning the name

of the perfon to whom I am indebted for it.

1 will add only one remark, of fmall innportance indeed, but necelTary for

giving complete correctnefs to the paflage with which your attention has been

fo ruccefbfully occupied. With your emendation it runs thus : Nee ejfe in vos

ctio veftro conjulium ab Romanis credatis. The in vos does not appear to me
to coirefpond v.-ell with btio vejlro; fines it feems to indicate fomething

adverfe to the intcreft of the Carthaginians, and therefore does not accord

wtU vvith the idea of their tranquillity. Inftead of the words in vos I would

read in his; which would render the paflage perfectly corred. Nee eje

2 in
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completement bonne. Ncc c[fe in his otio •vcjlro confnltum ah Romafiis

credatis. " Ne penfez pas que dans ces mefures que prennent les

" Remains, pour vous oter toutes vos forces, et en vous interdifant

" la guerre avec I'etranger, ils aient eu pour objet votre traa-

" quillite ct votre repos."

II ne me refte plus, Monfieur, qu'a vous remercier de la bonte

que vous avez eu de me faire part d'une idee aufli heureufe. Ce

feroit une grande joie pour moi fi je re9evois fouvent de pareils

fecours fur tout ce que j'ai donne au public.

J'ai riionneur d'etre, avec bien de la reconnoiflance et de refpedt,

&c.
Crevier.

in his otio vejiro confnltum ah Romanis credatis. " Do not believe that the

*' Romans, when they deprive you of your forces, and forbid you to make
" war on foreign nations, mean thereby to promote your tranquillity."

It remains only, Sir, that I fhould thank you for your goodnefs in com-
municating to me fo happy a thought. It would give me the greatefl: pleafure

to be frequently favoured with fuch affiftance in my literary labours.

I have the honour to remain, with much gratitude and refpeft,

Yours, &c.
Crevier,
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N° II.

M. Allamand a Mr. Gibbon.

MONSIEUR, Bex, Sept. J4, 1756.

1 PRESENT queme voila echappe de Torage des fondions publiques

^^ done cette eglife eft chargce en terns de fete, je faifis avec joie

quelques momens de repos pour m'entretenir, Monfieur, avec vous

:

ce fera, s'il vous plait, fans faire de trop grands efforts fur Tarticle

des idees innees que vous me propofez. Outre que je rifquerois de

dire comme je ne fais quelle des interlocutrices de Terence, Magna

conatu magnas nugas ; il y a fort long terns que je n'ai relu

M. Locke, I'oracle moderne fur cette matiere, et il faudroit trop de

tems et de papier pour tout eplucher. Ayez done la bonte de vous

contenter des premieres reflexions qui fe prefenteront fur quelques

endroits de fon premier livre.

h

Mr. Allamand to Mr. Gibbon.

SIR, Bex, 12th Septembsr 1756,

After efcaping from the tumult of public funflions, in which the mi-

nivers of this church are employed during the holydays, I fit down with

much pleafure to converfe with you a few minutes on paper; without incend-

ino- to make any very violent exertion in anfwering the queflions concerning

ianate ideas, which you propofe foi" my confideration. I am not wilhng to

rifk the being obliged to fay, with one of Terence's charafters, Magno

conatu magnas nugas ; befides, it is long fince I looked into Locke, the

modern oracle on that fubject ; and too rnucli time and paper would be re-

quifite completely to canvafs fo intricate a fubjed:. You will have the

ooodnefs, therefore, to be contented with the firft reflections that occur to

me on fome paflages of his firft book,

I In
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Je commence par le chap. i. § 5. ou cet habile homme entreprend

de prouver que ces deux principes, Ce qui ejl, ejl ; // cjl impojfible

qutine meme chofe Jolt, et en meme temps ne Jolt pas, ne font point

innees, puifqu'ils n'e'toient point dans I'efprit pendant I'enfance ; et

la preuve qu'ils n'y e'toient pas, c'eft que I'enfant n'y penfoit point,

et que bien des gens meurent, fans les avoir jamais apperyus ;
" or,"

dit M. Locke, " une idee ne fauroit etre dans I'efprit, fans que I'efprit

"' ne s'en apper9oive," &c.

II eft clair, Monfieur, que toute la force de ce raifonnement, eft

dans cette derniere aflertion ; mais cette aflertion n'eft elle pas evi-

demment detruite par I'expe'rience ? Apper9evez vous adtuellement

toutes les idees que vous avez dans I'efprit ? N'y en a t'il point au-

quelles vous ne prendrez peutetre garde de plufieurs annees ? Et

dans les efforts que Ton fait fouvent pour rappeller ce qu'on a confie

a fa memoire ; ne fent on pas qu'il pent y avoir des connoiflances fi

cachees dans fes replis, que loin de les apperyevoir fans cefle, il faut

bien de la peine pour les rattrapper ? Je fais que .M. Locke, qui a

fenti

In chapter i. § 5. that able writer undertakes to prove that the axioms,
" Whatever is, is j" and " It is innpo/Tible for the fame thing to be and
" not to be at the fame time;" are not innate j becaufe children are to-

tally ignorant of them, as appears from their never taking notice of them-
and many perfons die without ever perceiving the truth of thefe axioms •

" but it is impoffible," Mr. Locke obferves, " for an idea to be in the
" mind, which the mind never takes notice of." It is plain that the
whole weight of his reafoning reds on this laft affertionj which aflertion

itfelf feems to be manifeftly contradicted by experience. Do you per-
ceive, Sir, at this moment all the ideas that are in your mind ? Are
there not fome of them which you may not, perhaps, take notice of for

many years ? In the efforts which we make to recall things to the me-
mory, are we not fenfible that fome ideas may be fo deeply hidden in its re-

ceffes, that inftead of continually perceiving them, we have no fmail trouble
in bringing them back to our remembrance ? I know that Mr. Locke

c. iii.
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feiitl la difficulte, tache de la reibudre. Ch. iii. § 20. Mais en ve-

ritc, la longueur et rembarras de cet article montre aflez que M. L.

n'ctoit par a fon aife en I'tcrivant ; et comment y auroit il e'tc ?

Voici, autant que j'en puis juger, a quoi il fe reduit. II avoue, " Que

" nous avons dans Tefprit des idees que nous n'apperfevons point

** aduellement ; mais, dit-il, c'eft dans la rnhnoirc qu'elles font : et

" cela eft fi vrai, qu'on ne fe les rappelle point fans fe fouvenir, cu

" meme temps, qu'on les a deja apperyues. Or, tcl n'eft point le

" cas des idees qu'on pretend innees. Quand on les appcrgoit pour

•' la premiere fois, ce n'eft point avec re'minifcence, comme on de-

" vroit, fi ces idees la avoient cte dans I'efprit avant cette premiere

" apperception," &c.

De grace, Monfieur, croyez vous que M. Locke s'entendit bicn

lui meme, quand il diftinguoit etre dans Vefprit et ctrc dans la mc-

tnoire ? Et qu'importe a la queftion, qu'on fe fouvienne d'avoir

deja fu ce que Ton fe rappelle, s'il n'en eft pas moins vrai qu'on I'a

eu long temps dans Tefprit fans s'en apper^evoir ; ce qui eft le point

doat

c. iii. § 20, endeavours to obviate thefe objeftions ; but the length and per-

plexity of that article fhews that he was not at eafe in writing it. How in-

deed could he be fo ? fince, as far as I am able to judge, the following is

the refult of his argument : " I confefs that we have ideas in the mind, of

«' which we are not confcious; but then thefe ideas are in the memory ; as

" appears from this, that we never recall them without remembering that

*' they formerly were objeds of our perception. But this is not fuppol'ed to

*« hold with regard to what are called innate ideas. When thefe are perceived

«« for the firfl; time, it is not with reminifcence, which would certainly be the

" cafe if they had been in the mind before this fiift perception of them,"

&c.

Be pleafed to tell me, Sir, whether you think that Mr. Locke himfelf well

underftood the diflinftion which he makes between being in the mind, and

ieing in the memory ? And of what importance is it, that we remember

to have formerly had the recalled ideas, provided it be allowed that we had

them
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dont il s'agit ? Au refte, M. Locke aurolt pu fentir que fi Ton n©

fe rappelh point les idees innees par ran'unfcc/icey c'efl qu'elles nc

font point entrees dans Tefprit d'une manierc qui ait exige', ou attire

fon attention. Et c'eft aufTi le cas de plufieurs ide'es acquifes; car,

quoiqu'en dire M. Locke, chacun fe trouve au bcfoin, noinbre d'idees

qui ne peuvent s'ctre infuiuees dans fon efprit, qu'a la preTence

de certains objets, auquels il n'a point pris garde, ou, en general,

par des moyens inconnus, qui I'ont enrichi fans qu'il fache com-

ment, et fans qu'il crut les avoir jufques au moment qu'elles fc

font pre'fentees.

Sur le fond meme de la queftion, il me femble que M. Locke

confond perpe'tuellement deux chofes tres diftVrentes. JOidee elle

meme, qui eft une connoiflance dans I'efprit et un principe de rai-

fonnement ; et Venonce de cette idee en forme de propofition, ou de

de'finition. II fe peut, et il eft meme tres probable, que bien des.

gens n'ont jamais forme' ou envifage en eux memes cet e'nonce,

n

them long, without taking any notice of them, which is the point in queflion?

Befides, Mr. Locke oughc to have known that innate ideas are not recalled

with reminifcence, becaiife thofe ideas come originally into the mind in a

way that neither excites nor requires our attention; for whatever Mr. Loclie

may fay, every one may be fenfible from his own experience, that many
even of his acquired ideas could not have come into his mind independ-

ently of the prefence of certain objeds of which he had never taken any

notice; or, in genera], independently of certain unknown caufes, which

enriched him, without his being fenfible of it, with ideas that he did not be-

lieve himfelf poiTelTed of, till they adlually prefented themfelves to his un-
derftanding.

As to the main queftion, Mr. Locke feems to ine perpetually to con-
found two things extremely different; the idea itfelf, which is a perception

of the mind, and a principle of reafoning; and the exprefilon of that idea

in the form of a propofition or definition. It is pofiible, nay, very probable,

that many perfons have never formed, or thought of the propofition, " It

VOL. r. s s
IS
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// ejl impojfible quune cbofefoit, ct tie Jolt pas en mcme terns. Voyez

Liv. I. ch. i. § 12. Mais fuit-il dela, qu'ils ne connoiflent pas la

verite qu'il exprime, et qu'ils n'en ont pas I'idce?—Nullement. Tout

homme qui affure, qui nie, tout homme qui park, un enfant quand

il denrande, quand il refufe, quand il fe plaint, &c. ne fuppofe t'il

pas, que des qu'une chofe eft, il efl impoifible qu'en meme terns

elle ne foit pas ? Ne trouvez vous pas, Monfieur, qu'on pounoit

foutenir la re'alite' des idees innees, precife'ment fur ce que M. Locke

alle'gue centre elles, que beaucoup de gens n'ont jamais penfe' aux

propofitions e'vldentes dont il parle ; car, puifque fans y avoir

penfe', ils s'en fervent, ils batiflent la deflus, ils jugent de la ve'ritc,

ou de I'abfurdite d'un difcours par fes rapports avec ces principes

la, &c. D'ou leur vient cette familiarite avec des principes qu'ils

n'ont jamais apper9us diftinctement, fi ce n'eft de ce qu'ils en out

une connoiflance, ou fi Ton veut, un fentiment naturel ?

Aux § 17 et 18, M. Locke nie que le confentement que Ton

donne a certaines propofitions, des qu'on les entend prononcer, foit

une

'» is impofTible for the fame thing to be and not to be at the fume time."

See Locke, b. i. c. i. § 12. But does it follow from this, that they are

ignorant of the truth exprefifed by thefe words ? By no means. Every

man who affirms, denies, or fpeaks ; a child who afks, refufes, or complains,

muft know the truth of this propofition. Does it not appear to you, Sir,

that the dodrine of innate ideas may be defended on the fame principle by

which Mr. Locke attacks it ; namely, that many perfons have never thought

of the proportions or defcriptions by which they are expreffcd ? For if with-

out ever having thought of thofe propofitions, they make ufe of them in

their reafonings, and employ them in judging of the juftm-fs or abfurdity of

every difcourfe which they hear, hov/ could they be fo familiar with prin-

ciples which they never diftinctly took notice of, unlefs they had a natural

knowledge or innate perception of them ?

In paragraphs 17 and 18, Mr. Locke denies that our confenting to certain

propofitions at firfl; hearing them, is a proof that the ideas exprefled by them

I are



EDWARD GIBBON Efquirc. 315

une preuve que I'idee qu'eiles expriment foit innee ; et il fe fonde,

fur ce qu'il y a bien des propofitions que Ton rcfok ainfi d'abord,

qui ccrtainement ne font point innces ; et il en donne divers ex-

emples, viz. deux ^ deux font q?/atre, &c. Mais nc vous paroitra

t'il pas qu'il confond ifi de fimples de'linitions de mots avec des

veritc's e'videntes par elles memes ? Au moins, eft il certain que

teas fes exemples font de fimples definitions des mots, deux et deux

font quatre. L'idee qu'on exprime par deux et deux, eft la meme
que celle qu'on exprime par quatre, &c. Or perfonne ne dit que

la connoilTance d'une definition de mots foit innee, puifqu'elle fup-

pofe celle du langage. Mais cette propofition, le tout eji plus grand

que chdcune de fes parties, n'eft point dans ce cas ; et il eft certain

que le plus petit enfant fuppofe la verite' de cette propofition

toutes les fois que non content d'une moitie' de pomme, il veut la

pomme toute entiere.

Prenez la peine, Monfieur, d'examiner le § 23; ou M. Locke veut

convaincre de faufietc cette fuppofition, qu'il j a des principes tel-

lement inncs, que ceux qui en entendent pour la premiere fois, et

qui

are innate ; fince many propofitions, thus aflented to, evidendy exprefs

ideas that had been acquired ; for example, two and two make four, &c.

But does it not appear to you, that he here confounds the definition of words

with fclf-evident truths ? at leaft:, all the examples which he gives are mere

definitions. The idea exprefled by two and two is precifely the fame with

the idea oi four. Nobody fays that our knowledge of the definitions of

words is innate, becaufe that would imply language to be fo. But the

knowledge of this truth, that the whole is greater than its part, does not

imply that fuppofition ; fince an infant fhews itfelf acquainted with this

principle, when, diflTatisfied with the half of an apple, it indicates its defire

to poflTefs the whole.

Take the trouble, Sir, to examine § 23 ; in which Mr. Locke endeavours

to difprove the afiertion, that there are fome principles fo truly innate, that

thofe who hear them exprefiTed in words for the firft time, immediately com-
s s a prehend
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qui en comprennent I'enonce, n'apprennent rien de nouveau. " Pre-

" mierement, dit-il, il eft clair qu'ils ont appris les termes de I'enonce

*' et la fignificat'ioti de ces termes." Mais qui ne voit que M. Locke

fort de la queftion ? Perfonne n'a jamais dit que des termes, qui ne

font que des fignes arbitraires de nos idees, fuffent inne's. II ajoute,

" Que les idees renfermees dans de pareils enonces ne naiffent pas

" plus avec nous, que leurs expreflions, et qu'on acquiert ces idees

" dans la fuite apres en avoir appris les noms." Mais, i. N'eft ce

pas donner pour preuve de ce qu'on affirme, cette affirmation meme?

II n'y a point d'idees innees, car il n'y en a que d'acquifes ! M.

Locke riroit bien d'un pareil raifonnement, s'il le trouvoit dans fes

adverfaires. 2. S'il eft vrai qu'on apprend les mots avant que

d'avoir les idees qu'ils expriment, au moins s'il eft vrai que cela foit

toujours ainfi, comme M. Locke I'entend, je voudrois bien favoir

comment la premiere langue a pu etre formee ? Et meme comment

il eft poffible qu'on fafte comprendre Ji quelqu'un le fens d'un mot

nouveau pour lui \ Tout homme qui n'a nulle idee de Vordre^ par

exemple,

prehend them without learning any thing new. " Firft of all," he obferves,

" it is clear they muft have learned the terms of the expreflion, and the

" meaning of cho'e terms." But here Mr. Locke manifeftiy departs from

the queftion. Nobody fays that words, which are merely arbitrary figns of

our ideas, are innate. He adds, " that the ideas denoted by thefe expreffions

*' are no more born with us than the exprelTions themfelves, and that we ac-

" quire the ideas after firft learning the terms by which they are expreffed."

But, 1. Is not this to take for granted the thing to be pr&ved ? There are

no innate ideas, for all ideas are acquired. Mr. Locke would laugh at his

adverfaries,. were they to make ufe of fuch an argument. 2. If words are

learned before ideas, at lead if that is always the cafe, as Mr. Locke un-

derftands it to be, I would be glad to know how the firft language could

have been formed, or how it could be poffible to communicate to any one

the meaning of a word altogether new to him ? A perfon who had no idea

Gf
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exemple, doit auffi pcu etre capable d'entendre ce mot ordre, qu'un

aveugle ne celui de couleur.

Au § 27, M, Locke nie les Idces innees, parcequ'elles ne paroif-

fent ni dans les enfans, ni dans les imbe'cilles, ou elles devroient pa-

roltre le plus. Mais, i. Ceux qui admettent les idees inne'es, ne les

croyent pas plus naturelles a I'ame, que fes facultes
;
puis done que

I'e'tat et la conftitution du corps nuit a celles-ci dans les imbe'cilles,

elle fera auili caufe qu'on ne leur remarque point les autres. 2. Le

fait meme n'eft pas entierement vrai ; les enfans et les imbecilles ont

I'idee de leur exiftence, de leur individualite', de leur identite, &c.

Dans le refte de ce §, M. Locke fe divertit au depens de ceux qui

croyent que les e'nonces des maximes abftraites font innees : mais les

plus determines fcholaftiques n'ont jamais rien dit de femblable, et il

rit d'une chiinere qu'il s'eft faite lui meme.

Je ne fais, Monfieur, comment il eft arrive qu'au lieu de trois ou

quatre courtes reflexions que j'aurois du vous donner fur tout cecl.

of order, for example, would be no more capable of underftanding the word

order, than a man born blind could underftand the word colour.

In paragraph 27, Mr. Locke denies innate ideas, becaufe they are not

found in children and idiots, in whom we ought moft to expert meeting

with them. I anfwer, i. Thofe who admit innate ideas, do not believe

them more natural to the mind than its faculties ; and as the ftate and con-

ftitution of the body difturbs the faculties of idiots, the fame caufe may
hinder them from fhowing any figns of innate ideas. 2. The faft is not

ftriiflly true. Even idiots and infants have the idea of their exiftence, in-

dividuality, idendty, &c.

In the remainder of that paragraph, Mr. Locke diverts himfelf with the

abfurdity of thofe who believe the exprefilons of abftraft maxims to be in-

nate \ but the moft determined fcholaftic never maintained any fuch opinion
,

and he combats a chimera which is the work of his own fancy.

I know not how it has happened that, inftead of a few general refleftions

which I intended, I have fent you a long and tirefome criticiirn on fome

2 paflages
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je me fuls engage dans une critique longue et ennuyeufe, de quel-

ques endroits d'un feul chapitre : c'eft apparemment iin refte de

laffitude : j'ai trouve' plus de facilite a fuivre et a chicaner M. Locke

qu'a penfer tout feul. Prenez patience et pardonne^. J'entrevois bien

des chofes a dire fur le fecond chapitre, ou il s'agit des principes inne's

de pratique ; mais je ne vous en fatiguerai qu'apres en avoir refu

I'aveu de vous meme.

On e'crit iyi, que le Roi de Prufle vient de battre les Autrichiens ct

de leur tuer 20 mille hommes, en ayant perdu 15 mille des fiens.

Voila done ou il alloit en paflant par Leipfic. Si cette nouvelle eft

vraie, la guerre ne fauroit raanquer de devenir ge'ncrale, et de I'air

qu'elle commence, elle fera terrible : mais je crains blen que fa M. P.

n'alt le fort de Charles XIL Qui le foutiendra contrc la France,

I'Autriche, et peutetre la Ruflie reunies ?

J'ai I'honneur d'etre, avec une parfiiite confide'ration, Monfieur, &c.

Allamand.

paflages of a fingle chapter. The remains of lalTitude, probably, made it

eafier for me to follow and difpute with Mr. Locke, than to think and

reafon alone. Have patience, and pardon me. There are many remarks

to make on the fecond chapter, where he treats of innate pradical principles.

But I will not tire you with that fubjeft, unlefs you defire it.

Our newfpapers fay, that the King of FrufTia has beat the Auftrians, and

killed twenty thoufand of their men ; with the lofs of fifteen thoufand of his

own. This was the objedl he had in view when he pafTed through Leipfick.

If the news be true, the war muft become general; and, according to ap-

pearances, it will be terrible. But I much fear left his Pruflian Majefty

meet with the fate of Charles XIL What are his refources for defence

againft the united ftrength of France and Auftria, and perhaps of RufTia ?

I have the honour to be, with the moft perfect confideration, yours, &c.

Allamand.
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N° III.

M. Allamand a M. Gibbon.

MONSIEUR, BE)f, le 12 Oftobre 1756.

JE
fuis charme de rexa£lltude et de la penetration qui fe difputent

le terrain dans la derniere lettre que vous avez pris la peine de

m'e'crire : et comme vous, Monfieur, je crois que la queftion touche

a. fa de'cifion.

Vous avez fans doute raifon de dire que les propofitions evidentes

dont il s'agit, ne font pas de fimples idces, mais des jugemens. Mais

ayez aufli la complaifance de reconnoitre que M. Locke les alleguant

en exemple d'ide'es qui paffent pour inne'es et qui ne le font pas felon

lul, s'il y a ifi de la meprife, c'eft lui qu'il faut relever la-deflus, et

non pas moi, qui n'avois autre chofe a faire qu'a refuter fa maniere

de raifonner centre I'inneite de ces idees, ou jugmens la. D'ailleurs,

Monfieur, vous remarquerez, s'il vous plait, que dans cette difpute

il s'agit en efiet, de favoir fi certaines ve'rites evidentes et com-

munes, et non pas feulement certaines idees fimples, font inne'es ou

non.

Mr. Allamand to Mr. Gibbon.

S I R. Bex, Oftober 12, 1756.

I am delighted with your laft letter, equally diftinguifhed by accuracy and

penetration ; and with you. Sir, I believe that the queftion approaches to

its decifion.

You are right in faying, that theTelf-evident propofitions, which I men-

tioned, are not merely ideas, but judgments : yet you will have the good-

nefs to obferve, that Mr. Locke having given them as examples of ideas

which pafs for being innate, but which he does not regard as fuch, the mif-

take is chargeable on him, and not on me, who had nothing farther to do

than to refute his manner of reafoning, Befides, you will be pleafed to re-

mark, that the real queftion is, whether not only certain ideas, but alfo

certain
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non. Ceux qui affirmcnt, ne donnent giic-re pour cxcmple cl'idees

fimples qui le foyent, que celles de Dieu, de I'unite, et de I'exiftence :

les autres exemples font pris de propofitions completes, que vous

appellez jugemens.

Mais, dites vous, y aura t'il done des jugemens innes ? Le juge-

nient eft il autre chofe qu'un adle de nos faculte's intelleduelles dans

la comparaifon des ide'es ? Le jugeraent fur les ve'ritcs e'videntes,

n'eft il pas une fimple vue de ces ve'rite's la, iin fimple coup d'oeil que

Tefprit jette fur elles ? J'accorde tout cela. Et de grace, qu'eft ce

qnidee ? N'eft ce pas vuc, ou coup d'oeil, fi vous voulez ? Ceux

qui de'finiffent I'ide'e autrement, ne s'e'loignent ils pas vifiblement du

fens et de I'intention du mot ? Dire que les ide'es font les efpeces

des chofes imprimees dans I'efprit, comme I'image de I'objet fenfible

trace'e dans I'ceil, n'eft ce pas jargonner plutot que de'finir ? Or c'eft

la faute, qu'ont fait tous les metaphyficiens, et quoique M. Locke

I'ait bien fentie, il a mieux aime fe facher contre eux, et tirer contre

ks girouettes de la place, que s'appliquer a de'meler ce galimatias.

Que

certain common and felf-evident propofitions be innate. The only ex-

amples produced of innate ideas are thofe of God, unity, and exiftence

;

the other examples are of innate propofitions, which you call judgments.

You an<:, whether it be pofllble that our judgments fliould be innate,

judgment being nothing elfe but the aft of our intelieftual faculties in

comparing our ideas, and our judgment concerning felf-evident truths

being merely the perception of thofe truths by a fimple glance of tlie

mind? I grant all that, but would aflc, what elfe is an idea but a glance of

the mind ? Thofe who define it otherwife, widely depart from the original

fenfe of the word ; and talk unintelligibly, when they fay that ideas are

fpecies ; that is, appearances of things imprefled on the mind, as the images

of corporeal objefts are impreffed on the eye. All metaphyficians have

committed this miftake ; and Mr. Locke, though fenfible of it, has chofen

in his anger to direft his batteries againft the weathercocks, rather than

againft the building itfelf According to the meaning ofthele metaphyficians,

there
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Que n'a-t'il dlt : non feulement il n'y j\ point d'idees inne'es dans Ic

fens de ces Mefficurs ; mals il n'y a point d'idtes du tout dans ce fens

la : toute idee eft un ade, une vue, un coup d'oeil de Tefprit.

Des lors demandcr s'il y a des idces innc'es, c'ed demander s'il y a

certaines verites li cvidcntes et fi communes que tout efprit nop

ftupide puiffe naturellenient, fans culture et fans maitie, fans dif-

cuffion, fans raifonnement, les reconnoitre d'un coup d'a-ii, et fou-

vent meme fans s'apperyevoir qu'on jette ce coup d'ceil. L'affirma-

tive me paroit inconteftable, et felon moi, le queftioa eft vuide'e

par la.

Maintenant prenez garde, Monfieur, que cette manicre d'entendre

I'affaire, va au but des partifans des idces innces, tout comme la

leur ; et par la meme, (iontredit M. Locke dans le fien. Car pour-

quoi voudroit on qu'il y eu des ide'es inne'es ? C'eft pour en oppofer

la certitude et I'evidencc au doute univerfel des fceptiques, qui eft

ruine' d'un feul coup, s'il y a des verites dont la vue foit ne'ceflaire

et naturelle a I'homme. . Or vous fentez, Monfieur, que je puis

leur

there arefurely no innate ideas, becaufe in their fenfe ofthe word there are no
ideas whatever. An idea is merely an a.& or perception of the mind : and

the queftion concerning innate ideas is merely to determine, whether certain

truths be not fo common and fo evident, that every mind, not abfolutely

ftupid, muft recognize them at a fingle glance, without the afliftance of any

teacher, and without the intervention of any difcufnon or reafonino-; and

often without being fenfible that this glance is caft on them ? The affirm-

ative appears to me incontrovertible ; and the queftion thereby is folved.

You will pleafe to remark, that this way of explaining the matter is as

favourable to innate ideas, and therefore as oppofite to Mr. Locke's dodlrine,

as the unintelligible hypothefis above mentioned. For what reafon do we
contend in favour of innate ideas ? To oppofe evidence and certainty to

univerfal fcepticifm ; whofe caufe is ruined by proving certain truths to be

ib neceffary and fo natural to man, that they are univerfally recognized by

a fingle glance. This may be proved according to my meaning of the word

VOL. I.
^

T T idea.
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leur dire ccla dans ma fa9on d'expliquer la chofe, tout aufli bien que

les partifans ordinaires des idces innees dans la leur. Et voila ce

qui lemble incommoder un peu M. Locke, qui, fans fe declarer

pyrrhonien, laiffe apperfevoir un peu trop de foible pour le pyrrho-

nifme, et a beaucoup contribue a le nourrir dans ce fiecle. A
force de vouloir marquer les bornes de nos connoiflances, ce qui

etoit fort neceffaire, il a quelquefois tout mis en bornes.

Apres ces remarques gene'rales fur le fond de la queftion, il eft peu

ne'ceflaire de s'arreter a quelques particulieres, ou vous ne me croyez

pas fonde. Cependant vous me permettrez dc vous faire obferver

fur celles que vous relevez ; i. Que dans ce § 5. du ch. i. il eft

bien vrai que M. Locke mele ces deux chofes, etre adtuellement dans

I'efprit, fans que Vefprit xV// appcr^oive—et, y etre, fans qu'tl s'enfoit

jamais apper^u.—Mais il eft certain aufli, qu'a la conclufion de ce §,

il s'en tient au premier incognito, et donne lieu a ma critique en

s'exprimant en ces termes. Je fuis la traduction Fran^oife n'ayant

pas I'original. " De forte, dit-il, que foutenir qu'une chofe foit

" dans I'entendement, et qu'elle n'eft pas confue par I'entendement,

« qu'elle

idea, as well as according to the fenfe in which this word is vulgarly taken

j

and the proof would nor have been very pleafing to Mr. Locke, who, with-

out profeffing hinnfelf a fceptic, yet (hews a leaning to the fceptical fide

;

and whofe works have contributed much to the difFufion of fcepticifm in the

prefent age. His too eager defire of fixing the limits of human knowledge,

a thino- highly neceflary, has made him. leave nothing but limits.

After thefe general obfervations on the main queftion, it is not very ne-

ceflary to defcend to the particulars in which you think me miftaken. Yet

you will permit me to anfwer your objections, i. It is true, that Mr. Locke,

§ 5. c. I. joins the two expreffions, " being in the mind, without being a£tu-

" ally perceived by the mind," and " being in the mind, without having ever

" been perceived by the mind ;" but ac the conclufion of the paragraph he lays

himfelf open to my criticifm, by expreffing himfelf as follows ;
" So that to

'« be in the underftanding and not to be underitood, to be in the mind and

" never
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" qu'elle cil dans Tcfprit, fans que I'efprit rappcr9olve, c'efl autant

" que fi Ton difoit, qu'unc chofe eft, et n'eft pas dans I'efprit ou

*' dans I'entendement." N'eft il pas clair, Monfieur, que ce grand

philofophe, t'crivant cela, etoit dans I'erreur, ou la mcprife de fait

que je prends la liberte de lui reprocher ; c'eft que I'efprit ne peut

avoir aucune connoiflance qu'il ne I'apperyoive adluellement ? Je

crois bien que fi on Tavoit d'abord releve la-deftus il auroit fenti

fa meprlfe, mais il n'en eft pas moins vral, et qu'il y eft tombe',

et qu'il s'en fait un principe conire fes adverfaires.

2. Vous voulez qu'on lui pafle fa diftindtion entre les idees qui

Jofil datis Vejpr'it et celles qui font dcv's la memoire : a moi ne tienne,

poui'vu que vous preniez le mot d'ide'e comme moi ; car, en ce fens,

une idee eft dans I'efprit, lorfque I'efprit envlfage aduellement la

propofition qui eft I'objet de fon idee, ou de fon coup d'ceil ; et

elle n'eft que dans la me'moire, lorfque I'efprit ayant auparavant jette'

ce coup d'oeil fur elle, en a plus de facilite a la re'ite'rcr, et en le

re'ite'rant, fent que ce n'eft pas la premiere fois qu'il envifage cette

propofition

" never to be perceived, is all one as to fay, any thing is and is not in the

" mind or underftanding." It is clear. Sir, that this great philofopher

erred in writing this paffage ; maintaining, what I took the liberty to con-

tradict, that nothing could be in the underftanding without being perceived

to be there. I doubt not that he would have correfted this miftake had it

been pointed out to him; but he certainly falls into it, and employs it as a

principle of reafoning againft his adverfaries.

2, You think that we ought to admit his diftindion between " ideas in the

" mind," and " ideas in the memory." I admit the diftinflion with all my
heart, provided you take the word iciea in the fame acceptation as I do. In that

fenfe an idea is in the mind, when the mind aftually confiders the proDofition

which is the objeft of its idea, that is, of its glance or perception ; and an
idea is in the memory when the mind, having formerly cafl: that g,lance on
it, finds thereby a greater facility in recalling it, remembering at the fame
time that it formerly was the objeifl of its perceptioii. But if you undeifland

T T 2 by
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propofition la.—Mais fi par idees, vous entendez ces efpeces chi-

meriques, fuppofees par les metaphyficiens, et autant qu'il m'en

fouvient, pas aflez nettement congediees par M. Locke, j'en re-

vlens, s'il vous plait, a ma pretenfion, qu'on ne s'entend pas foi

meme quand on diftingue la memoire de I'efprit.

Un violent mal de tete que j'ai apporte de notre vc'nc'rablc clafle,

ne me permet pas d'etendre davantage cette lettre, et m'empeche

de la faire moins courte et plus nette. Je vous prie, Monfieur, de

I'excufer telle qu'elle eft. Peut ctre, pe'ne'trant comme vous I'etes,

ne laiflerez vous pas d'y entrevoir dequoi prevenir toute difficulte

fur les principes innes de pratique : M. Locke me paroit plus fort

191 que fur les autres, mais il n'a pas laifle de s'y embarafler un

peu par-ci par-la.

Je me faifois une fete de vous voir un moment a Vevay, et j'ai

ete capot d'etre difappotnted ; fi j'entends ce mot de votre langue,

le notre n'en a point qui peut dire fi bien la meme chofe. Je n'ai

meme vu M. Pavillard que dans I'affemblee.

Si

by ideas thefe chimerical fpecies, the mere fictions of metaphyficians, and,

as it feems to me, not fufficiently dir[)roved by Mr. Locke, I return to my

affertionj and maintain that the dilVinftion is unintelligible between " being

'« in the mind," and " being in the memory."

A violent headach, which 1 brought with me from our venerable clafs,

hinders me from continuing this letter, or rendering what I have already written

fhorter and more perfpicuous. I intreat you to excul'e its imperfections.

Your penetration will perhaps difcern how all difficulties may be folved con-

cerning innate praftical principles. Mr. Locke treats this fubject better thaa

he ddes the others; but in feveral parts he is fomewhat puzzled.

I rejoiced at the hopes of feeing you for a moment at Vevay, and was

furprifcd at being dijappointed. If I rightly underftand this word of your

language, it cannot be well tranflated into ours. I met w»ith Mr. Pavillard

only in the alTembly.

I If
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Si la marche de 120 mille RufTes n'efl pas une fable, que va

devenir S. M. Pruflienne ? Ne croyez vous pas,. Monfieur, que nous

touchons a de grandes revolutions ? II y a long terns que je foup-

fonne un plan forme, de reduire le fyfteme gene'ral a trois grands

empires ; celui des Franfois, a I'occident du Rhin, celui d'Autriche

a I'orient, et celui des Ruffes au nord. II n'y en a pourtant rien

dans rApocalypfe. Qu'on partage la terre comme on voudra, pour-

vu qu'il y foit toujours permis de croire, que ce qui eft, eft ; et que

les contradiftoires ne peuvent pas etre vraies en meme temps. Au
refte ces trois empires auroient beau etre grands, mefures a nos tolfes

ils paroitroient toujours bien petits, vus feulement depuis la lune, et

a quelle hauteur ne s'e'levent pas par dela des yeux philofophes.

J'ai I'honneur d'etre, avec bien de la confide'ration, Monfieur, &c.

AllAMAND.
M. de N*** m'e'crlt que tout va mieux que jamais, a prefent

que Madame D. fa niece eft bien malade, et que voila 200 mille

horames prets a s'egorger pour 5 fols par jour. II eft de mau-
vaife humeur contre ce tout eft b'leit.

If the march of an hundred and twenty thoufand Ruffians is not a fable,

what muft become of the King of Pruffia ? Does it not appear ro you,

that we are threatened with great revolutions ? I have long fufpeded a de-

fign of reducing the general fyftem of Europe to three great empires ; that

of the French on the weft of the Rhine, of Auftria on the eaft, and of
Ruffia in the north. Yet we read of nothing of this kind in the Revelation.

But let the world be divided as it may, provided it be lawful for us to believe

that " v/hatever is, is;" and "that two contradiiflory propolitions can-
" not both at the fame time be true." Thofe three empires will be great

only when meafured on this earth ; viewed but from the moon, they will be
fmall enough i and how far do philofophical eyes foar beyond chat luminary !

I have the honour to be, with much confideration, yours, &c. Allaa^and.

Mr. de N*** writes to me that things go better and better, now
that his niece Madame D. is extremely ill; and that 200,000
men are ready to cut one another's throats at the rate of five fcm
a day. He is provoked at the maximj " all for the beft."
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NMV.

AI. le Proftjfeiir Breitinger a M. Gibbon a Laufanne.

Oflober zz, 1756.

T-^QUIDEM Davus fum, non CEdipus ; dicam tamen quid de dubils

^^ e Juftino propofitis locis mihi videatur.

I. JuSTiNUS, libr. ii. c. 3. His igitur Afia per m'llle quingoitos

annos veSl'igalis fuit. Pendetidi tribtdijifian Nimis rex AJJyriorum im~

pofuit. Adeo manifeftus eft calculi error, ut mirum videri poflit,

hanc ledlionem unquam fuifle a quoquam. in textum receptam ; ita

enim Ninus Sefoftre mille quingentis annis inferior eflet setate.

Orofius, qui Juftinum per compendium fumma cum fide expreflit,

haec in hunc modum commemorat. Lib. i. c. 14. Utiiverfum quoque

JEgyptum (Scythae) popidajfent ; n'lfi paludibus impediti^ repulfifuijfent.

hide continuo reverji^ perdomitain i7ijinitis cadibus Afiam veEligalem

fecere : ub'i per 1 5 annosJine pace hnmorat'i^ tandem uxorumJlag'itatione

revocantur.

ProfeJJbr Breitinger to Mr. Gibbon at Laufanne.

Oftober 22, 1756.

Though I am Davus, not OEdipus, I will give you my opinion concern-

ing the difficulties in Jiiftin, which you propofe for my confideration.

I. In the third chapter of his fecond book he fays, " That Afia was tri-

*' butary fifteen centuries to the Scythians, and that Ninus put an end to

" thofe contributions." The number of years is fo manifeftly erroneous,

that it is aftonifliing fuch a reading fliould ever have been admitted into the

text; for it makes Ninus later than Sefoftris by a period of fifteen hundred

years. Orofius, who abridged Juftin with the greateft fidelity, fpeaks to the

following purpofe: "The Scythians would have raviflied the whole of

" Egypt, had they not been prevented by the marfhes. When they re-

" turned from that country, they made a bloody conqueft of Afia, and ren-

*' dered it tributary. Having remained there fifteen reftlefs years, they at

" length



^

EDWARD GIBBON Efquire. 327

revocantiir^ denunciantlum^ n't redeant^ foholemfe afin'itimis quafitiiras,

Dubium ergo nullum eft, quin pro MD. fubftituendum fit XV.

Tu inquiris in caufam erroris fatis argute. Sed non poteft habere

locum ilia tua emendatio, per milk in permijfa^ fi quidem notis

arithmeticis, quod admodum probabile eft, in antiquis libris numeri

fuerunt expreffi.

1. Justin, libr. xii. c. 8. Itaque cafis hoflibus^ cum gratnlationc

VI cadem (caftra) reverterunt. Fruftra mihi follicitare vlderis lec-

tionem receptam : gratis enim a te afllimitur quod Cuphites ne qui-

dem aggredi fuerint aufi. Alia te docebit fidus Jiiftini interpres

Orofius, lib. iii. cap. 1 9. Cumqiie ad Chojides ventum effety ibi contra

CC millia equkum hojiium piignam conseruerunt; et cum tcmi atate

detrit'ty animo agri^ viribus laj/i, difficile fjcissent^ cajlra ob memoriam

plus foUto magnijica condiderunt. Itaque non priufquam manus con-

feruiffenr,

" length returned home, at the earned intreaty of their wives ; who faidj

" that unlefs their hufbands came home to them, they would, for the fake

«' of having children, cohabit with their neighbours." Orofius, lib. i. c. 14.

There cannot be any doubt, therefore, that " fifteen hundred" has been

fubftituted for " fifteen." You invefirigate very ingenioufly the caufeof the

error; but the emendation which you propofe, by changing ^«- ?«///£ into

permijfa, cannot be well founded, if the number was exprefied, as is moft^

probable, by arithmetical marks in the ancient copies.

2'. Injuftin, lib. xii. c. 8. v/e read, " They (the IVTacedonians) returned,.

" after beating the enemy, with congratulations, or thankfgivinps, into the

" fame camp." In this paflage you feem to me needlefsly to difturb the

ancient reading. You aflume, without proof, that they did not venture to

attack the Cuphites. Orofius, Jullin's faithful interpreter, declares the

direiSt contrary. " When they came to the country of the Cliofides, they

" fought with two hundred thoufand of the enemy's cavalry; and, havino-

« conquered them wich much difficulty, becaufe they tliemfelves were now
" worn out with years and fatigue, and funk in fpirit, they formed a- camp
< more magnificent than ufual, to commemorate their exploit," Orofius,

Hb. iii. c. 19. They did not, therefore, return, into their camp until they had

s combated
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feruifTent, nonnifi poft hoftes devldlos ac cxfos, in caftra reverterunr.

Quid quod ipfe Juftinus idem haud obfcurc innuit, quum ait:

Mollis his tarn jujlis predbus, velut hi Jinan ricroRUS^ caftra Jieri

jiijjit quorum molitionibus et hojlis TERRERErvR. Quod fi vcro ftatuas,

Macedonum excrcitura Infinitis Cupliitarum copiis territum a proelio

abftinuifle, atque hoc timore perculfum reditum maturanduin eflc

cenfuifle, nse ego non intelligo, quo lenili Juftinus dixerit : Cajlra

pofuiffe velut in Jltiem vicroRiJE: pofuijfe cadcm folito magiiificen-

tiora ut hojiis TERRERETUR: et cum CRATULA-noxE in eo revcrfiffe.

Ubi et hoc contra Sebifii emendationem notari velim, formulam illani

loquendi cum grjtvlatione alterum illud, iL»;i/«pi;T)5p;a; Qvuv^ cajis

hojiiis, jam comprehendere. Adeoque ilia tua emendatio omijjis

hojlibiis et ab hiftorise fide et a Juftini fententia multum abludit.

3. Justin, lib. xxiii. c. 8. I'crrcB viotu portio montis abriipta

Gallorum Jlravit excrcitiim, et C07ifertiJ]imi cunei^ non fine vnineribns

hojlium^ dijftpati riiebatit. Ne te offendat durior, quse tibi videtur

trajedio

combated and conquered the enemy. Juftin himfelf gives us to underftand

as much, when he fays, " That Alexander, moved by fuch jufl: prayers,

" caufed, at the end of his viSfory, a camp to be formed, whofe walls might
" injpire terror into the enemy." If the Macedonians, therefore, as you

imagine, had been frightened at the innumerable forces of the Cuphites, and

therefore returned haftily into their camp, I do not fee why Juftin fhould

fay, at the end of his viSlory, infpire terror into the enemy, or that they

returned to their camp with tbankjgivings . It may here be remarked, in

oppofition to Sebifius' emendation, that the exprelTion, cum gratulatione, if

tranflated " with thankfgivings," will include the f^j^o/?n\r, t« iM-x^ochig-rjoiot.

^\juv; that is, the Jacrijice of thanics ; fo that your alteration of cafts hoJlHs

into omijfis hojlibusy is equally inconfiftent with hiftorical truth and the

words of Juftin.

3. In Juftin, lib. xxiv. c. viii. we read, " Part of the mountain carried

" away by the earthquake overwhelmed the army of the Gauls ; and its

" thick mafles breaking in fcattered pieces, fell down with great force, not

" without wounding the enemy." You need not be offended with the harfli

tranfpofition
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traje£tIo vocis hojllum qua cum conferttjjimi ciine't^ conjungendain

ceiilcs, atque intelligis tie cuneis hoftium, live Gallorum, militaribus.

Atque tu, re rite expendi, cognofces, nullam hie trajediouem locum

habere, fed omnia naturali ordine fluere : tantum cuncos exponas,

non per cohortes hoftium militares, fed per moles conglobatas a monte

ac rupe avulfas, quss non conferi'im^ fed poftquam praecipiti curfu in

cuneos diffiluiflent, dijjipatce ruebant non fme vulneribus hoJlium., h. e.

Gallo7-ian. Ita perfpe£la eric ac manifefta ratio, cur illud bojlhnn

cum confertijfimt cunei nee pofiit, nee debeat conjungi: ne fcilicet

perperam ad cuneos militares traheretur, adeoque ad vitandam

omnem fermonis ambiguitatem.

4. Justin, lib. xxviii. c, 2. Adverfus Gallos tirbcm eos /nam

tneri i2on potuijfe : captamqiie non ferro dcfcndijfc, fed aura redemijfe.

Si quidem ifte locus medicam manum poftularet aut admltteret, non

€ft altera qua uterer libentius quam tua, qua pro captamque reftituis

capitoUnmque. Et fruftra Schefferus hie fcrupulos movet quail inep-

tum fuerit dicere, captam urbem ferro defettdi potuifle : id enim,

quamvis

tranfpofition of the word hoJlium, which you think ought to be joined with

confertijfimi cunei; as if that laft word meant, the military cunei^ or wedges,

of the Gauls J whereas it really means the thick mafTes detached from the

rock or mountain, which, breaking into fmaller fragments, fell down and

wounded the enemy, that is, the Gauls. There is no tranfpofition therefore

in the cafe ; the fentence flows in the moft natural order; and the confertijfimi

,f«»« ought not to be joined with hoJlium, left the ambiguity of the word cunei

fliould make it be applied to the military cunei, or wedges of men.

4. In Juftin, lib. xxviii. c. 2. we read " That the Romans could not fave

" their city from the Gauls ; and when it was taken, Inftcad of defending it

" by the fword, had ranfomed it with money." M this paflage required,

or admitted emendation, there is no correction I would adopt more willingly

than yours, which, inftead of captamque, fubftitutes capitoliumque. Shef-

ferus objefls, without reafon, that a city captam, taken, cannot properly be

faid defendi ferro, to be defended with the fword ; for the Roman hiftorians

VOL. I. u u aaree
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quamvis Ignave, fadum fuiffe memorant hiftorici Roman! uno quafi

convitio : in illis Orofius^ lib. ii. c. 19. Patcntem Galli iirhem pene-

trant : en captam urbem Romam ! Univerfain reliquam juven-

tutem in arce Capitolini Montis latitantem obsidione concliidunt:

uhique infelices reliquias^ fame, pejle, defperatione, fonntdine tenent, fub-

igunty &c. Vides urbe jam capta, defenfioni tamen locum Tuper-

fuifTe ; neque profeiflo redimi urbem opus fuiflet, nifi jam in

hoftium poteftate, b. e. capta fuiflet. Non videris de eo emenda-

tionis tux incommodo cogitafl^e, quod capitolium folum auro fuifl'e

redemptum affirmaret, contra hiftoria^ fidem.

5. Justin, lib. xxxi. c. i. Legati primum afenatu Romano mijjt,

tit Antiocho Syria regi perfuadcrent, ne bcllo invadat eas Cak-Syriie

civitates, quas Mgyptii priorc bello occuparant, qua proinde JEgyptii

juris fuerunt, hoc iifi fnnt argumento, quod ha civitates ad regcm

puplllum pcrtinerent, fidei fuse traditum. Atque etiam fupra Juf-

tinus, lib. xxx. c. 3. memorat : Mittitur et M. Lepidus in JEg^ptum,

qui

aorce that their city, when taken, was defended, though in a cowardly man-

ner. Orofius, among others, fays, lib. xi. c. 19. «' The Gauls penetrated

" into the open city ; Rome was now taken ; the reft of the youth were

" fhut up and befieged in the citadel of the Capitoline Mount; where they

" were a prey to hunger, peftilence, terror, and defpair." You may per-

ceive, therefore, that though the city was taken, its defence was not en-

tirely abandoned ; and if it had not been taken, it needed nof to have been

ranfomed. It feems not to have occurred to you, that your correftion im-

plies the Capitol only to have been ranfomed, which is not hiftorically true.

5. In Juftin, lib. xxxi. c. i. we read, " AmbaflTadors were firfi: fent by the

" Roman fenate to perfuade Antiochus,' King of Syria, that he Hiould not

" make war on the cities of C^ele-Syria, which the Egyptians had occupied

" in the former war, and which were therefore fubjeft to Egypt ; ufing with

" him this argument, that thefe cities belonged to a young prince, their

*' pupil, who had been committed by his father to the protedtion of the

«* Romans." This fame Audior, lib. xxx. c. iii. lays, " M. Lepidus was

J " fcnc
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qui tutorio nomine regniim pup'iUi admlnijlret. Altera de'mde Icgatlo,

quK fupervenit, poftquam Antiochus has civltates in poteftatem

lliam jam redegerat, poftulans, ut ill^s in integrum rcjlituantur^ omijfa

piipiUi perfotta^ nunc alio praetextu utitur, nimirum quod iftas civi-

tates jnre bellifacice Tint popuU Romani. Quid jus belli fit, quatenus

ab ipfo bello, live eo quod bello partum eft, diftinguitur, dcclarabo

duobus locis Livii; altero ex Qiiinti Flaminini ad Nabidem oratione,

lib. xxxiv. c. 32. ^libus igitur amicitia violatur? nempc his duabiis

rebus maxime : Jifocios meos pro hojlibus habeas : fi cum hojlibus te con-

jungas. JJtrum iion a te faBimi ejl ? nam et Mejfeuen uno atque

eodem jure fceda-is, quo et Laccdasmonem in amicitiam nojlram ac~

ceptam^ focius ipfe fociam nobis urbem vi atque armis cepijli : et cum

Philippo hojle nojlrofocietatem . . . pepigijli. Altero Flori, lib. iii. c. v.

^lippe rex tion jam quafi alienam, fed quia amiferat^ quafi raptam^

jure

" fent into Egypt to govern that kingdom, with the title of tutor to the

" young king. A fecond ennbafly was fcnt, after Antiochus had taken

" pofleflion of thefe cities, demanding that they (hould be reftored ; and
" without making any mention of the pupil king, merely on this ground,

" that thefe cities belonged to the Romans by the right of war." Juflin,

lib. xxxi. c. I. What this right of war is, in contradiftinftion both to war

itfclf, and to conquefts made by war, appears from the two following paf-

fages, the firfl: of which is part of Quintus Flamininus's fpeech to the tyrant

Nabis, in Livy, lib. xxxiv. c. 32: " By what meafures is the frienddiip

" between ftates violated? Principally by thefe twoj when you treat with

" hoflility our allies, and when you make alliance with our enemies. Are
" not you guilty of both, fince you, through our ally, have feized, by arms

«* and violence, Meflene, a city as much our ally as Lacedemon itfelf j and

«' fince you have entered into an alliance with Philip our enemy ?" The
other paflage is in Florus, lib. iii, c. 5. " The King (Mithridntes) did

" not confider Afia as a country not belonging to him ; but as it had been

" formerly taken from him by violence, he fought to recover it by the law

U U 2 <t gf
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jure belli repetebat. Ut taceam illud jure belli ad utrumque, potiore

tamen fenfu ad jubebat rejl'itui in integrum referri pofle ; ftatim enim

fubjicit : abnuenti bellum denunciatum.

6. Justin, libr. xxxi. c. i. Igitur Senatus fcripfu FlamininOy.

ft ei videatur^ ficuti Macedoniam a Philippo, ita Graciam a Nabide

liberet. Quid de gloi-ia Flaminlni ducis belli Macedonici ftatu-

endum fit, docet formula S. C. apud Livium, lib. xxxiii. c. 32.

S. P. ^-K- ^t L. ^dntius Imp. Pbilippo rege, Macedonibufque DEVic^

TiSf libcros, immunesfuis legibus cjfejubet Cormthios^ &c. Et Florus,

lib. ii. c, xii. Succejjerat Pbilippo Jilius Perfes, qui semel in perpe-

TUUM VICTAM cjfc Macedotiiatn no?i putabat ex gentis digiiitate.

Quseritur jam an Quintius, qui Macedoniam vicit, ullo fenfu dici

poffit Macedoniam a Pbilippo liberajfc^ quamvis deinde ipfa Macedonia

Philippe

" of war." I need not mention that " the law of war," in Juffin, may have

a reference to both the circumftances by which friendlhip between ftates is

violated ; but principally to the attack made on the dominions of Ptolemy,

an ally of the Romans, who defire him to be reinflated by Antiochus in

his pofleffions ; for the author immediately adds, that when Antiochus refufed

to comply, war was denounced againft him.

6, In Juftin, lib, xxxi. c. i. we read, " The fenate, therefore, wrote to

" Flamininus, that if it feemed expedient to him, as he had delivered Ma-
«' cedon from Philip, fo he fliould deliver Greece from Nabis." The glory

of Flamininus, the general in the Macedonian war, is fufficiently attefted

by the words of the fenate's decree, in Livy, lib, xxxiii. c. 32. " The fe-

" naje and Roman people, and L. Quintius the general, having conquered

«« kino- Philip and the iVIacedonians, declare free and indepe.ndent republics,

" the Corinthians," &c. Florus, lib. ii. c. 12. fays, " Perfeus fucceeded his

" father Philip, and did not think it becoming the dignity of Macedon, that it

" fhould remain in fubjeflion, in confequence of being defeated in one war."

You afk, whether Quintius, who conquered Macedon, can be faid, in any

fenfe, to have delivered it from Philip, although it appears that Philip was

really
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Phllippo non fuerit adempra : et fi Nabidcm pari modo vinceret, an

non hoc Ipfo Graeciam liberafle cenfendus fit ? At vero omnem rem

explicafle videtur ipfe Juftinus, qui, libr. xxx. cap. ult. hasc habet

:

Sed Macedonas Romana fortuna vicit : fra£tus itaque bello Philippus,

pace a Flamin'ino Cof. petita, ?iomen qu'idem reg'tum retinuit; fed omnibus

Grcecice urbibus^ velut rjecni (Macedonici) membris, extra terminos

antiques pojfejjionis, amijfis^ solam Macedoniam retinuit. In Uteris,

ergo, Senatus Rom. ad Cof. Flamininum per Macedoniam fignlficatur,

non tantum Macedonia ftridte fic didla, et antiquis terminis com-

prehenfa, quas fola Philippo non fuit adempta ; fed in primis ea

Grxcias pars (iftx urbes), quse extra terminos antique pojjejfwnis^.

veluti regtii Macedonici membra accefferant, quaeque fub Phllippo

ad Macedonicum regnum pertinebant
;

quibus, in fenatus Uteris,

opponitur Grajcia reliqua, a Nabide tentata, quae hadenus imperio

Macedonico nunquam fuerat fubjeda. Hinc Senatus Rom. fen-

tentia ifthjcc fuerit : ficuti Macedoniam a Philippo, ita reliquam

Grasciam a Nabide liberet. Vel, ficuti partem Grascise, .quse ad

Macedoniam

really not deprived of that kingdom ? and whether, if the Roman general con-

quered Nabis, as he had already conquered Philip, he did not thereby free

Greece? Thefe difficulties are folved by Juitin, lib. xxx. c. 4. "The
" fortune of the Romans conquered the Macedonians ; fo that Philip, after

" his defeat, having obtained peace from the conful Flamininus, prefcrvcd

" indeed the name of king, but kept pofTeffion only of Maccdon, having
" loft all thoff cities of Greece, which, like fcattered members of the Ma-
" cedonian kingdom, lay beyond its ancient boundaries." In the letters,.

therefore, of the Roman fenate to the conful Flamininus, Macedon fignifies

not the country ftriclly fo called, which alone was not taken from Philip,

but that part of Greece which lay beyond the original limits of Macedon;
to which is oppofed the reft of Greece, which was then harafled by Nabis,

but which bad never been fubjedl to "Macedon. Hence the meaning of the

fenate appears to have been, that Qi^iintius, as he had delivered A'lacedonia,

that is, the part of Greece belonging to Macedon, from Philip, fo he fliould

deliver
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Macedoniam pertlnebat a Philippo, ita nunc unlverfam peuc Grceciam

a Nabide liberet.

Quls dixerit ?

Non eft fententia ; verum eft :

Credite me vobis folium recitare Sibylla;

!

November 17, 1756.

SiNT criticae difciplinoj ftudiofi in folicitandis veterum auftorum

locis cautiores, et in legendis ipfis audoribus diligentiores, atque

ita intelligant, quantx diligentix fit haec critica ars, et quam temere

faciant, qui, ut aliquid concoquere non poffunt, aut non fatis vel

analogise refpondens vel dialedicis prasceptiunculis fuis conveniens

putant, ita mutare fuftinent
;
qux temeritas eft, cum a multis, turn

a Gel. Burmanno imprimis in prxfatione aurea Phxdro prjEmiffa,

reprehenfa ; cujus ego prsefationis uti tanquam normam mihi femper

propofitam habui, ad quam quicquid eft hujus facultatis dirigerem,

ita ledlionem omnibus his vehementer commendatam efle cupio, qui

in hoc genere elaborare volunt. His, quae pr^efifcine didla velim,

prxmillis.

deliver the reftof Grf^ece from Nabis, who had adually made himfelf mafter

nearly of the whole of that country.

This is not merely a conjecture fage.

But truth as cerLain as the Sibyl's page.

November 17, 1756.

Those who apply themfelves to criticifm ought to be cautious in conjec-

tural emendation, and diligent in clafTical ftudy, that they may perceive

what vaft application this critical art requires, and how rafhly thofe behave,

who immediately alter a palTage which chcy do not at firft fight underftand>

or which feems to them inconfiftent with their rules of grammar or logir.

This ralhnefs is juftly reprehended by many, and particuiaily by the illultri-

ous Burman, in his valuable preface to Phsedrus; which, as I have always

made it the rule by which my own critical labours have been directed, fo I

would warmly recommend it to all thofe who purfue the fame walk of litera-

ture.
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priEmiflis, accedo nunc ad earn difputationem, quo: circa dubia

quxdam Juftini loca dod:e verfatur.

I. Emendatio loci libr. ii. cap. 3. § 18. manifefte corrupti (cujuf-

modi corruptio in numeiis admodum proclivis, et propterea etiam

frequens eft) qux fcifcit vulnus fanari, mutando MD. vel CI310.

in XV. non poteft non omnibus cordatis fe probare
; quanquara

ipfa tam pudendi erroris ratio in obfcuro lateat : et ut verum fiitear,

curiofa mihi, ne quid gravius dicam, femper vifa eft ea cura ac

diligentia, qux in inveftigando ac definiendo eo ponitur, quod mille

diverfis modis accidere ac oriri potuit. Corrupta ledio ira fe habet

:

his igitiir Afia per millc quiagentos oti7ios veSl'igalis fii'it. Convenit

inter nos de fincera ]e£tione ita reftituenda : his igitur Afta per

quindecim annos vcBigalis fu'tt. Tu vero, pro tuo acumine, in

ipfa corrupta led:ione videris tibi cernere baud obfcura quxdam
priftinse ledionis veftigia ; atque illud per mille ex permijfa natum

efle tibi perfuades ; ut vera hujus loci ledllo hujufmodi fit : his

igitur Jljia permijfa quindecim annos veBigalis fuit. Contra hoc'

ledionis fiipplementum, cujus ego neceffitatem nullam video, mo-

————_„__-___— nui,

ture. Having made this preparatory obfervation, I proceed to the diffi-

culties in Juftin, about which fo much learning has been employed.

I. The emendation of the manifeftly corrupt paflage in lib. ii. c. 3. § 18.

(a corruption depending on numbers, and therefore as natural as frequent,)

•which correfts the error by changing fifteen hundred into fifteen, muft be

approved by all judicious critics. The caufe which introduced the faulty

reading into the text is uncertain ; and the queftion that has been fo induf-

trioufly agitated concerning it, appears to me more curious than ufeful, fince

the error might have originated in a thoufand different fources. The cor-

rupt reading runs thus :
" Afia was tributary to the Scythiar.s fifteen hundred

" years." We agree that it fnoold be corredled thus: " Afia was tributary

*' to the Scythians fifteen years." But in the corrupt text you think that

obfcure traces of the genuine reading may be difcerned, and imagine that

per mille had crept in-to the text, inflcad of fermijfa ; explaining the paf-

fage as if " Afia had been permitted to be tributary to the Scythians for fif-

*^* teen years." I obferved that this emendation, for which I fee not any ne-

ceffity, is rendered highly improbabkj becaufe in ancient nnanufcripts the

names
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nui, codices antiques, qui numeros literarum notis defcrlptos pr92-

ferunt, huic tux conjedturse nuUo modo favere. Et quamvis nou

negaverim dari codices antiques qui numeros integris vocibus ex-

pofitos efFerant ; mihi tamen perfuafum eft, plurimos dari antique?

libros, in primis hiftoricos, in quibus frequentiores calculi occurrunt,

qui numeros literarum notis defcrlptos repra^fentent : huic vero per-

fuafioni (idem faciunt et exempla et teftimonia luculentiffima : uni-

cum e multis afFeram Galeni de Antidot. I.

—

I'd Se ^^ /?<£a»«, ra x«7*

Tccs (3i^ktoB^KOii; ciTroKeif^'.voi, rx Tuv'ocfii^iA.uv t^ovjoc (rfi/^eix '^Kotu^ otug-^i-

(pejai' r'o filv "tt'b-^e -ttoiuvJciiv Ivvsac, TccaSxTTB^ Kut to O. to oe I. P. 7rf)ogQs(rtt

uiocg yodf/^f/.'^g uiTTreg ys Koi upoci^scrBt w»«? t]i^oi,q. x.. r. \. Atque op-

pido miror, quin etiam doleo, hoc critics difciplinse caput, dc notis

numeralibus, in antiquis codicibus varie defcriptis, nondum certis

obfervationibus et regulis ita efle adftridtum, et in artis formam

redadlum, ut frivola quorundam in numeris et calculis jDro libi-

dine fingendis ac refingendis intemperies coerceri, certx contra

notGe charadlerifticse de setate et fide codicum conftitui, poffint.

Fac vero huic tuse conjefturas qua per milk in pcrmijfa mu-

tandum cenfes, a parte fcripturze codicum MSS. nihil obftare

;

earn tamen prorfus refpuit, quem ipfe notas Juftini error, qui Se-

foftrem ab Scythis in fugam aElian exercitu cum omni apparatu belli

reli&o^

names of numbers are exprefled, not by words, but by letters ufed as nu-

meral marks ; and though they are fometimes exprefled by words, yet this

is not frequent, efpecially in works of hiftory. This aflertion is confirmed

by innumerable teftimonies ; I fliall be contented with referring to that of

Galen de Antidot. I.— It is a fubjeft indeed both of furprife and grief, that

this part of criticifm, which confifts in afcertaining exadly the rules of nu-

meral notation, Ihould not have met with due attention ; although thereby

the ralhnefs of wild conjefture would be greatly reftrained, and more cer-

tainty might be attained in determining the age and authenticity of manufcripts.

But let it be fuppofed that your correftion were fa fe on this fide, yet it

would be deftroyed by the pafTage which you yourfelf quote from Juftin;

*' That Sefoftris being put to flight by the Scythians, left behind him his

2 " army
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reliHo, perlubet : quumque Juftinus fupra, § 15. dlfertc commc-

morat Scythas a pcrfequcndo rege rev.erfos, Afiatn pekhomitam vec-r

tigalem feciffe ; qui mox § 18. idem Afiam non pei'domitam, fed a

Sefoftre permissam narraret. Non agitur de fide narrationis, fed

de Juftini fententia, five vera five falfa. Neque fingendum eft

Juftinum aperte fibi contrariari.

2. Arrianum fi hie confulamus, ille fimpllciter memorat, Alex-

andrum ad Hyphafin amnati proceJJiJJ'e^ Iiidos qui trans jiumen habi-

tarent^ fuba&urum : turn vero Maccdoiias^ quum belli jinem nullum ccr-

iierent^ ulterius progredi noluijfcy tandcmque Ccefio deprecante impetrajfc

ah Alexandre^ tit fe ad rcditmn pararet, quoniam omnia illam ad ulte-

riore profe£lione rcvocarent. Ibi turn Alexandrum Xfl aras ingentes.

y^vTii^sM Tuv ocvjou TToi/uv, conjlituijfe. Nihil ille de Cuphitis ; nihil de

CC minibus equitum qui terrorem incuterent Macedonibus; nihil

de caftris, &c. Curtius, lib. ix. c. 2. pari modo memorat, Alexan"

drum^

" army and baggage." The hiflorian having obferved, in § 15, that the

Scythians, after returning from the purfuit of the king, rendered Afia,

which they had fubdued, tributary j how is it pofTible that, in §18, he

fhould fay that this happened not in confequence of their own military fuc-

cefs, but in confequence of the permiffion of Sefoftris ? We are not now
inquiring what is hiftoricaljy true, but what is Juftin's report; which muft

not be fuppofed inconfiftent with itfelf.

2. If we here confuk Arrian, he tells us merely that " Alexander pro-

" ceeded to the river Hyphafis, with a view to conquer the Indians who
" lived beyond it; but that the Macedonians, then perceiving there was
" no end to their labours, refufed to advance; and finally prevailed on
" Alexander, through the earnefl: intreaty of Ccenus, to prepare for his

" return ; fince every thing fi^emed adverfe to his farther progrefs. Then
" Alexander erefted twelve great altars, as monuments of his conqucfts,"

Arrian fays nothing about the Cuphitcs, the camp, or the tv,'o iiiindred

thoufand horfemen, who fo much terrified the Macedonians. Curtius

lib. ix. c. 2 and 3, relates, " that Alexander, when he caine to the Hy-
voL. I. XX " phafis,
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drum.) quiim adFhivhim Hypbaftn pervcu'iffet^cogiiovijfi:., ulteriorcm ripam

toleregsntes Gangaridas ct Pharrojios, corumque rcgem., XX miliihus equi-

tmriy CC peditum^ ohftdentem vias : ad hcec quadrigarum MM. traherc^

€t prcec'tpuum terrorem eleijhantos qnos MMM. numerus cxplerct. 'Turn

vera Macedonas regem fequi ulteriia detreBaJfc ; Ccenoque deprecante^

impetraffe tit reditum in patriam pararent : fubjungit vero : Tertio die

procejfit, erigiqiic XII aras ex quadrato Saxo^ montimentum expcditionis

face ; mutiimetita quoqnc cajlrorum jiijjit extendi^ cuhiliaqne ampliorii

formtp quam pro corporum hahitu relinqui, ut fpeciem omnium augeret^

pojleritati fallax miraculum preparans. Gemina fere habet Plu-

tarchus in Alex. Quifquis hxc cum Juftino comparat, facile intel-

liget, Juftinum quamvis eandem hiftoriam commemoret, nihilomi^

nus in praecipuis quibufdam fadti circumftantiis, et Alexandri con-

filiis, ab his fcriptoribus difcrepare : maxime autem in eo, quod

duplex caftrorum tarn infolita magnificentia conflruendorum coa-

filium fuifle dicit, alteram quod hojles^ alterum quod pq/ieros^ fpec-

taret.

" phafis, dii'covered that the farther bank was inhabited by the Gangaridie

" and Pharrafii j that their king, with twenty thoufand horfe and two hun-

= dred thoufand foot, meant to obftruift his paflage ; being furniflied befides

"•' with two thoufaRd chariots and three thoufand elephants ; which laft formed

y the moll: alarming part of his ftrength. The Macedonians then refufed

' to follow the king farther ; and obtained, through Coenus' entreaty, that

•' preparations fhould be made for their return home." He fubjoins;

•« Alexander came forth on the third day, and ordered twelve altars of

«< fquare ftone to be ereded as a monument of his expedition, and the for-

" titications of his camp to be enlarged, and beds of a gigantic fize to be

" conftrufled, that by diffufing an air of vaftnefs on every objeft around

" him, he might excite the credulous wonder of pofterity." Plutarch*

in his treatife concerning the fortune of Alexander, fpeaks to the fame

purpofe. By comparing thele authors with J uflin, the reader will perceive

that he differs from them all in feveral elfential circumftances ; and parti-

cularly in faying that Alexander had two motives for enlarging the fortifi-

Citions of his camp 5 one of which regarded the enemy, and the other had

a. re-
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taret. § 16. Moti/s his tarn jujl'ts prccibus^ vdnt hi Jincm viclor'ne^

cojlra folllo viagvificeiUiora Jicri jujjity quorum inoUtionlbus ct hostis

terreretiir^ ET posteris admiratio Jul rehnqucrctiir. Dc priore

confilio, nim. ut bojlis terreretur, altum apud reliquos filentium.

Ex quo clarum efle arbitror, ipfum Juftinum receptam ledlionem et

omnibus codicibus probatam tueri, tuam vero emendationem refpu-

ere : quandoquidem enim ca/lra folito magJiificentiora^ vcliit in fnem
viSlor'icE fieri juffit, hoc nonnifi de ultima ac recente aliqua vitloria

accipi poteft. Quod fi enim ad fuperiores vidlorias refpexiflet Juf-

tinus, dicendiira fuilFet (uti ipfe agnofcis) /V; fincm viEloriarumy per-

inde atque fupra § 10. habet : Non 7nitius vicloriarum ntnnero quam

laboribiis /(-'Jfus, Jam vero altera ilia confilii ratio, quam reliqui

omnes filentio premunt, nimirum ut hofiis tcrrerctur non potuit

locum habere, fi, intadtis hoftibus, caftra movere ac difccdere fuerat

conftitutum. Unde enim terror Cuphitis effet injedus, fi caftra tan-

tum e/f fji.i'r,i/,etov ruv d\^u Treirpa.'y^lvuiv fuiflent conftrudla et relida ?

Etenira

a relation to pofleriiy, " Moved by fiich jufl: prayers, he ordered a camp to

*' be built more magnificent than ufual, as at the end of his vidtory ; that its

" fortifications might be an objeft of terror to the enemy, and of admiration

" to pofterity." Juftin, ibid. § 16. The other hiftorians are totally filent

as to what regards die enemy j which is favourable to that reading of Juftia

which on the faith of manufcripts (lands in his text, and extremely adverfe

to your emendation. For " the end of his vidory" muft refer to fome re-

cent viftory, and not to his vi(5tories in general; otherwife Juftin, as you

acknowledge, would have faid, " the end of his viftories," as in § 10.

above, " wearied, not lefs by the number of his vidories, than by his

*' toils." As to Alexander's fecond motive, concerning which all other

hiftorians are filent, " that his fortifications might be an objeft of terror to

the enemy;" there would not furely be any room for it, on the fuppofition

that he had determined to move his camp, and leave the country, without

fighting a battle. The Cuphites could not be feized with alarm at feeins:

the monuments of the exploits of a man who had not ventured to engage

with their armv ; nor, on that fuppofition, would there be any mention of

X X 2 vidory.



540 LETTERS TO AND FROM

Etenim om'ijfu hojllbus, qux vi£foria f quis terror ? quae deinde gra-

tiilat'to ? Gratidationis vocem autem de folcmnibus viGimis ob laetum

eventum, feu de x,x^i^-^^.oiq qualia Arrianus me-jnorat, paffim ufurpari,

nemini qui in ledtione veterum tritas aures habet, poteft efle obfcu-

rum. Ut taceam illud omiffis^ tanquam quod inceptum aliquod, immo

etiam negledum, involvit, mihi non re£te arriderc, atque etiam

a ftilo Juftini alienum videri. Casterum quce de Orofii aetate, fcopo,

fide prolixe difputas, parum ad rem facere videntur. Conftat inter

omnes Orofium in plerifque Juftinum ita prefle, ne dicam fuper-

ftitiofe, efTe fecutum, ut ejus fere verbis ac fententiis paflim loqui

videatur : et infinitis prope in locis Juftini ledlionem et iententiam,

quam quidem ii libri, quibus Orofius ufus eft prjeferebant, ex Orofio

probabili ratione intelligi, confirmari, ac reftitui pofle, duduni often-

derunt viri dod.i. Immo et h. 1. qui non videat, Orofium Juftini

narrationem ante oculos habuifl'e, eum ego nihil omnino cernere

prope dixerim : unde enim Orofius Chofidiim feu Ctiphittim nomen

omnibus aliis indiftum, nifi ex Juftino hauferit ? Quod vero fi ita.

eft,

victory, terror, or facrifices of thanks ; for that the word gratulatio refers

to the folemn viftims facrificed in gratitude for fuccefs, and frequently men-

tioned by Arrian, cannot be doubtful to thofc converfant with ancient writers.

Befides, the word omijfis including the idea of fbmething begun cr neglected,

does not pleafc me, nor feem conformable wirh Juflin's ftyle. Your prolix,

difcuffion concerning the age, defign, and charafter of Oiofius has but little

connection with the prefcnt fubjed. It is^ univerfally acknowledged, that he

fo clofely, or rather fiiperftitioufly, follows Juflin's footfteps, that he fre-

quently expreffes himfclf in the fame words and phrafes ; and it has long

ago been proved by good critics, that Juftin's text, fuch as ic flood in thc-

copy uled by Orofius, may in innumerable places be reilored by an attention

to the latter writer. He mud be blind indeed, who does not perceive that

in the pafiage before us Orofius muft have copied Juftin. Whence could he

otherwife have derived the name Chcf.duniy or Ciiphitum, which is not men-

tioned by any ocber hiilorian I and if that be the cafe, Orofius mufl have

found
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eft, quis non Intelligit, Orofium apud Juftinura non omijjts aut ;««

ta&is hojiibiis^fed cajis bojlibits^ in fuis legifle libris, atque ita Juftinum

interpretari ?

4. Verum equidem eft urbem captam obfidione cingi non pofle

:

fed an ea non poffit defend: a pra^fidiis arci impofitis ? hoc quxri-

tur: arce enim ab obfidione liberata, et urbs, quamvis jam capta,

ab omni periculo defenfa liberatur. Et quoties non, qui ingeniofe

dicere volant, ac ludunt in antithefis, rem fupra fidem augent, ut

tanto major efle videatur ?

5. Quse de Syrise oppldis jure belli fadlis P. R. noviflime com-

nientus es, nodum omnino folverent, nifi parachronifmo eflent

fuperftrudla : foedus enim illud cum Antioclio per legates pacem

petente initum, cujus priora verba ex Livio, lib. xxxviii. c. 37.

excitas, banc Antiochi In ^gyptum expeditionem, quam Juftinus,

lib. xxxi. c. I. memorat, non pr.TcefTit, fed demum aliquo tem-

poris intervallo fubfecutum eft. Vide an non hue pertineat, quae

memorise prodita habet Livius, lib. xxxiii. c. 34. Secundum ijla

jam

found in his original, not that " the enemy were omitted," but that " they

" were beat ;" in which fenfe Juftin ought to be interpreted.

4. I grant that a town taken by a fiege cannot be i:iid to be defended by

its r,wn wails. But rnay it not be defended by troops in the citadel ? When
the enemy are obliged to raife the fiege of the citadel, the town may thereby

be delivered from all danger. The exprefiion, at leaft, might be ufed by

an author fond of antithefis and amplification.

5. Your new conjecflure concerning the towns of Syria which the Romans
acquired by the law of war, would folve the difficulty, were not that con-

jefture built on an anachronifm. For the league entered into with the am-

bafladors of Antiochus, who came to crave peace, which you find in Livy,

lib. xxxviii. c. 37. was not prior, but fubfcquent, to Antiochus's expedition

into Egypt, mentioned in Juftin, lib. xxxi. c. i. You may confider whether

the following words of Livy do not refer to this fubjeft : " After this,

" Quintius and his ten lieutenants received the ambalTadors of kings,

" nations.
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jam ^'inilus^ et decern legati^'legatioucs rrgtati, gentium^ civitatunique

audivere. Primi omnium regis Antiochi vocati legati funt : his oadem^

qua fere Roma erant^ verba fine fide rerum jaetata : nihil jam per^

plexe^ tit ante, quum dubice res incoliimi Philippo erant, fed ap erte

pronunciatum, ut excederet Afta urbibus, qua aut Philippi aut

Ptolom^i regnm fuifent, &c. Conf. et ejufd. libri, cap. 39 et 40,

Hoc efto nunc Catone contentus. Vale, et rem tuain ex voto gere.

ZuR ici HsLVETioRUM, add. 3. Martini Epifcopi.

" nations, and cities. Thofe of king Antiochus were firft introduced.

** They faid the fame things as fornierly, when at Rome, without gaining

*' belief; and they were now told, not in the ambiguous language which the

*' Romans had ufed before the defeat of Philip, and while their own for-

" tune was ftill doubtful, but in exprefs terms, that Antiochus muft evacuate

" all the cities of Afia, which had belonged either to Philip or to Ptolemy."

Livy, lib. xxxiii. c. 34 ; with which compare c. 39 and 40. Be fatisfied with

this authority. Farewell and profper.

Zurich, 14th November.
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N' V. I

M. Breitinger a M. Gibbon*

Pr^CLARISSIME AC NOBILISSIME ViR,

QUANQUAM ex longo jam tempore feverioribus mufis mc totuiti;

^dare, liifque facrls operari iuftitui, immo etiam in iis ac-

quiefcere per x'eliquum vitae fpatium conftitutum habeo ; non inju-

cundum tamen fuit fubinde invltantibus amicis in amcxniora ha^c

literarum vireta obledbindl animi gratia exfpatiari j et quotiefcunque

intellexi effe aliquem qui ad hxc literarum ftudia excolenda animura

adjiciat, non deftiti admovere ftimulos, ac fungi vice cotis, acutum

reddere qux ferrum valeat, exfors ipfa fecandi. Quapropter nihil

raihi obtingere potuiflet aut jucundius aut magis exoptandum,

quam a te clvovuf/,u primum, nunc etiam aperto martc ac fronte, ad

hsec literamm ftudia, priftinas meas delicias, deduci : et laudo hoc

tuum ingenium, tuamque fagacitatem, quce non ftimulo, fed frseno

potius opus habere videtur ; atque magnopere velim alium pro me

tibi obtigifle, cui majus fubadlum ingenium, majorque dodtrina*

copia eflet, quicum hunc callem terere poffes.

Multus

Mr. Breitinger lo Mr. Gibbon.

Although I had long dedicated myfelf, and had purpofed to fpend my
life, in more fevere and facred ftudies, yet it is not without pleafure that, at

the invitation of my friends, I occafionally defcend into the pleafing fields

of literature ; never lofing an opportunity to itimulate the diligence of thofe

who delight in fuch purfuits, and to ferve as a whetftone to others, though

myfelf unfit for carving. Nothing, therefore, could have been more agree-

able to my wifh, than to be called back, to thofe ftudies, formerly my de-

light, by you ; anonymouQy at firft, but now in open war. I cannot but

commend your fagacity and genius, which require rather the rein than the

Ipur ; and I earneftly wifii that you were accompanied in this literary walk by a

fcholar of more cultivated tafte, and more copious erudition^ than myfelf.

a Youi
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Multus es in defendenda emendatlone loci Juflui. lib. xii. c. H.

§ 17. ubi tu pro cafts hojlibiis^ contra omnium codlcum fulem ex

ingenio, fubftituendum cenfes omijjis hojllhus ; quam ego emenda-

tionem, in fuperloribus meis, variis indudlis rationibus, oppugnave-

ram. Equidem non eft animus denuo in hanc difputationem de-

fcendere, aut fingulatim ea quje ad diluendas meas rationes in me-

dium abs te adlata funt, fub incudem revocare. Strictim tantum

exponam, cur ego nee receptam ledionem follicitandam, nee pro-

pofitam abs te emendationem admittendam efle cenfeam. Nemo

eft qui non fateri cogatur receptam ac codicum fide et confenfu pro-

batam ledtionem, in fe fpedlatam, bonum et apertum fenfum fun-

dere, nee a ftilo Juftini, nee a Latini fermonis ratione abludere.

Quod vero recepta ifthsec ledio, commiffum cum Cuphitis prxlium

memorat, de quo apud reliquos fcriptores qui res Alexandri memorise

prodiderunt, altum quidem filentium eft; (quamquam nemo fitillorum

qui hoc prselium commifTum efTe negaverit ;) an hoc, inquam, nos ad

follicitandam conftantem codicum le£lionem inducere debeat, ut pro

commijfo praelio illud omijfum effe^ Juftinum diferte cogamus pro-

nuntiare ? Ego quidem neceflitatem nullam video. Quod fi hsec

licentia daretur arti critical, ut fi quse in aliquo fcriptore fada legi-

mus

You employ many arguments in defending your emendation of Juftin,

lib. xii. c. 8. § 17 ; where, inftead of " the enemy being beat," you fubfti-

tute " the enemy being omitted." I formerly gave you my rcafons for re-

jefting this emendauon, and Ihall not repeat them here, nor enter into a

particular difcuffion of the anfv/ers which you make to my objeftions. Thus
much only in general I will obferve, that the reading in the text, which is

approved by the conftnting authoricy of the manufcripts, muft be acknow-

ledged to contain a very natural meaning, conveyed in good Latin, and in

Juftin's ftyle. This reading, indeed, makes mention of a battle with the

Cuphices, concerning which the other hiftorians of Alexander are filent.

But ought this filence to make us alter Juftin's text, efpecialiy as none of

thofe hiftorians deny fuch a battle to have happened ? If luch licence be

i indulged
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mus commemorata, quos ab aliis filentio involVantur, ilia ftatim ex-

pungenda, aut pei" contortam emendationem in contrarium plane

fenfum forent convertenda, nihil fere certum aut conftans in iiiftori-

corum fcriptorum commentariis reperiretur. Quo minus autem tuam,

vir nobiliffime, emendationem admittere poffim, duse potiffimum

obftant rationes : altera eft, quod admifla tua emendatione, reliqucs

Juflini orationi fua non amplius ratio conftet : fed integrum illud

comma foret expungendum : quid enim fibi vellet om'ijjls hojlibus in

cqjlra reverterunt, quae cur unquam relinquerent, admifla tua

emendatione, nulla ratio aut necefTitas fuit ? Altera vero ratio, quae

iftam tum emendationem refpuere videtur, hcec eft, quod phrafls

omittere hojles, omijjis hojlibus^ Juftino admodum. trita, nufquam

eodem fenfu, quo tu adhibes, quantum quidem memini, apud Jufti-

num occurrit : nufquam enim milites dicuntur oviiltcre hojles^ fed

belli duces penes quos fummum imperium eft, non iili quorum elt

imperata facere, et qui hoc ipfo loco deprecati funt, ne juberentur

amplius cum hofte congredi : accedit quod phralis ilia omijfis hojlibus

aliis in locis non finejm belli fed mutationem involvit : infpice

locum

indulged to critics, that they may expunge or alter the words of an hif-

torian, becaufe he is the fole relater of a particular event, we (hall leave

few materials for authentic hiftory. Two reafons ftrongly militate againft

your corredtion : the firft, that if it be admitted^ there will no longer be any

confiftency in Juftin's narrative; and the whole claufe mufl; be expunged

Vv-hich mentions the return of the Macedonians into their camp ; which, if

they did not mean to fight, ic was not neceffary for them to leave. The
fecond reafon is, that the phrafe omittere hofies, though frequently ufed by

Juftin, is never, that I know, applied by him in the fenfe which you give

to it. The generals entitled to dire6l military meafurcs are faid emitters

hoftes; but never the foldiers, whofe duty it is to obey orders ; and who, in

the paffage under conftderation, requefl: that they may not be ordered to

renew the engagennent with the enemy. To this may be added, that where-

ever this phrafe, omiJfis hojlibus^ occurs in Jutlin, it denotes not an ^n.<}., but

only a change, of the war. Turn to the paffage which you formerly referred

, VOL. I. Y Y to,



346 LETTERS TO AND FROM

locum a temet excltatum, lib. xxvii. c. 3. § 6. Sed omijfo externa hojle

in iniituum cxitinm bellum reparant. Addo ego locum altcrum,

lib. xxix. c. 2. § 7. Hujnfcemodi oraiione impulit Phll'ippum ut

omijjis ALtolis bellum Romatiis inferret^ &ic. Cxterum fufficit Oro-

imm fuo tempore apud Juftinum legille cceps hojl'ibusy quo rccepta

\zQi\o mirifice confirmatur, perinde ut ilia magnopere vacillaret, fi

in ejus aetatis Juftini codicibus omijps hojiibns fuilTe ledum conllat.

De Syriac civitatibus j/^r^ belli fa6lis P, R. quod, iis qux liaclcnus

in hanc rem difputata funt, addam, non habeo.

Moves denique, vir nobiliffime, ne eadem Temper chorda oberre-

mus, neve amicse difputationi materia defit, novam qu;eftionem circa

I. Jul. Cxfaris confulatum, quern adiit Kal. Jan. A. V. C. DCXCV.
anno setatis XLI., quum per annales leges ncmini licuerit, hunc ma-

giftratum petere ante annum cctatis XLIII. At vero hanc Villii, ut

caeteras annales leges, non fuifle perpetux obfervationie, et fafti et

hiftoriarum

to, lib. xxvii. c. 3. § 6. " They left off fighting againft their foreign ene-

" my, and made war on each other:" to which you will find a parallel in

lib. xxix. c. 2. §7. "By this oration he prevailed with Philip to leave

" off fighting againft the Etolians, and to make war on the Romans." But

it is fufficit nt that Ororuis read c^ejis bojlibus in the copies of Juftin which

he made ufe of. If, by faying omiJJls hojlibus, Orofius confirmed your con-

jefture, the reading in the text would be doubtful indeed.

I have noehing farther to add to my obfervations concerning the cities of

Syria which the Romans acquired by the right of war.

That we may not harp on the old ftring, but have new matter fjr our

friendly conteft, you raife a difficulty concerning the firft confullhip of Ju-

lias Cjefar; which happened on t!ie firft of January, in the fix hundred and

r.inety-fifih year of Rome, and in the forty-firft of his age ; although by

the laws afcertaining the age of candidates, no perfon was entitled to crave

that honour before his forty-ihird year. But this law, which was propofed

by Villius, appears not, any more than other laws appertaining to the fama

t)bie<fV, to have been of perpetual authority j as wc learn, both from the

Roman
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lilfloriaium monumcnta docent : apud Liv. lib. viii. c. 4. relatum

legimus, C. Mario Riitilo et CX_Servilio Ahala coff. plebifcito cautum,

ne quis eundem magiftratum intra X annos capefferet; non tamert

videtur aut lex ifta perlata- aiit poftea quicquam valuifle. Occurri^t

enim II. poft iftos cofT, anno apud Fallorum conditOres ipfumque

T. Livium, T. Manlius Torquatus, qui IV. ante annos
;

poftea M.

Valerius Corvus, qui VIII,; L. Papirius Craflus, qui VI. coff. fuerant-

Immounus L. Papirius Curfor intra VIII annos quaternos confulatus

geffit : quod fieri, lata hac lege, vel certe falva, non pcterat. Hue

etiam pertinent, quae Dio Caff. lib. xl. §. ^6. de alia lege annali me«-

morat : Fompehis^ hiquit^ reftltuit legem de Comitiis, qua jubety id

magijiratnm aliquem awb'tetites ad ipfa omn'ino Comlt'ta prajlo fvit^

{ug-i fjLTjSivoi. ocTTovjol oufha-ddi) fiegleciatn omnirio retiovavit ; ct S. C.

paulo pr'ius faEtam^ ut qui in urbe magijlratus gcjjijfent^ externa^ pro-

vhicias^ ante V amii exittmi^ 7ie Jortirentur^ confirmavit. Nee vera

pudtiit Pompcimn, qui turn eas promidgaverat^ ipfum Hifpania rm"

perium

Roman hiftorians and from theconfularFafti. Livy, lib. viii. c. 4, fays, that

in the confulfhip of C. Marius Rutilus and Q^Servilius Ahala, it was pro-

vided by a law of the people, that no perfon Ibould bear the lame magiftracy

twice in the fpace of ten years. But this law feems either not to have been

confirmed, or not to have remained in force: for we afterwards find both in

the Faiti and in Livy, that T. Manlius Torquatus was a fecond time conful

in the fpace of four years ; M. Valerius Corvus, in eight ; and L. Papirius

Craflus, in fix : L. Papirius Curfor was four times conful in eight years

:

which things are inconfiftent with this law. To this fubjeft may be referred

what Dio Caffius fays concerning another law of the fame kind, in his fortieth

book, feft. 56. " Pompey reftored the law of the Comitia, which prohi-

" bited any perfon from being elected into any office of magiftracy in his

" abfence; a law which had fallen into total difufe; and confirmed another,

" which had been a fhort time before enaded by the fenate, forbidding any

" man who had been a magiftrate in the city to command in any foreign

••' province before the expiration of five years. Yet Pompey, who hadjuil

" pad thefe laws, was not afhamed to accept his command in Spain for five

V Y .% " years
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perhmi in oliud quinquemiium paulo pojl occipere : et Cafari (aijui-

amici hid'ignijfimc has Icgci fereba7it) ahfcnti qlioqtic conf?tlatus pe-

teudi potcjlatan eodem dccreto concedere^ &c. Quod vero jam ad

Villianam illam annalem legem attinet, nee earn conftanter ita fuifle

oblervatam, ut nunquam migraretur, vel ex ipfo Ciceronis locOy

Orat. contra RuUum, colligi poteft, ubi gloriatur quod ex nov'ts ho-

minibus primus, et quidem prima petitione, anno fao, hoc honore

I'uerit audus ; cum qui ante ipfum ex hoc hominum genere, anno

fuo petierint, fine repulfa, non fint fadi confules. Ex hoc enim

loco quse Villianse legis vis fuerit, quum patricius aut confularis ex

antique genere confulatum peteret, intelligi non poteft. Certe Do-

labella, csfo CEcfare, anno non fuo, quippe XXV annos natus, tefte

Appiano confulatum invafit, qua de re Dio Caff. lib. xliv. § 22.

'O AoXcSeXXaj li; t^v VTraiov ap^'jy, Ha*7rep [^vjoeTTu 0* 7r^oiTr,y.ov(Tav

eo-sjX^E. Et Suetonius, c. 18. tantum non diferte memorat Julio contra

leges aliquld fuiffe conceffum : fed cum ediElis jam Comitiis^ ratio ejus

liahcri 7ion pojfet, nifi privatus intro'ijfet urbem^ et a7nbienti ut legibus

folveretury

<' years longer ; and to grant, by the fame decree, to Casfar (whofe friends

" impatiently brooked fuch regulations) the permifTion of being candidate

" for the confullhip in his abfence," &c. That the law propofed by Villius

was not uniformly obferved, appears from Cicero's oration againft Rullus ;

where the orator boafts that he was the firft man, not graced by ancient no-

bility, who had obtained the confullhip in the year that he was entitled to

folicit it : bat this pafiage does not inform us what was the force of Villius's

iav^, when the candidates were patricians of ancient family, or men of con-

fular dignity. Dolabella certainly, after Csfar's murder, feized the confullhip,

when only twenty-five years old, as we are informed by Appian : on which

fubjef): Dio CalTius, lib. xliv. § 22, fays, that Dolabella intruded himfelf

into the confulfiiip, though in nowife belonging to him; and Suetone infi-

nuates, that Julius obtained fomething to which he was not by law entitled.

" As the Comitia were already proclaimed, his demand could not be at-

<• tended to, unlefs he entered the city as a private perfon -, and many op-

a " poling
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folverdur, intilti conirad'tcerenty coaSlus ejl tritimphuiriy ne confnlatu

excluderetiir^ dhn'itterc. Quam in rem etiam apud Dionem Caff-

libr. xliv. Antonius in oratione funebri dilerte hxc meraorat

;

Toiycifjot KOil TO. IttivUhx. ocu'Ju J"»« tov]' (fcil. ob expeditioncm Hif-

panicam) e^ri(ptira(rBe KXi tjjV k^^'^v t-^v VTrxjov ETQTL ISuxuje.

'Tr'imnpho onujfo, cum res urgeret^ aBlfque vobis pro eo ho?tore, qiicmjibi

ad gloriam fatis ejfe duccbat^ gratiisy coiifidatiim accepit. Ita quum. vix

annus deeffet, quo minus confulatum petere liceret Julio, aliquid

fuiffe ei conceffum, ut triumphum dimitteret, manifeftum eft : quod

fi etiam ex lege annali confulatu excludere eum voluiffent, non in-

telligo, qua ratione ipfi, quod ad triumphi honorem attinet, repul-

fam dare potuiffent.

Oblatas animadverfiones in Salchlini libellum Mufeo Helv. infe-

rendas, quanquam Gallico idiomate confcriptas, cupide exciperem;

nifi Mufei illius curfus ad tempus foret inhibitus ; nee dum conftat

utrum,

" pofing his being indulged with any favour to which he was not legally en-
'• titled, he chofe to poftpone his claim to a triumph, left he fhould be ex-

" eluded from the confulfhip." Sueton. lib. i. c. 18. Nearly to the fame
purpofe Anthony, in Csefar's funeral oration, in the forty-fourth book of Dio
Caffius, fays, " For this reafon, (his fuccefs in Spain,) you granted to him
" a triumph, and immediately appointed him conful. In the urgency of
" his affairs he poftponed his triumph ; and accepting the confulfhip,

" thanked you for that honour, which he thought fufficient for his ov.'n glory."

It is therefore plain, that by deferring his claim to a triumph, he obtained

the confulfhip, though a year younger than the age required for holding

that ofEce. Had the Romans intended to enforce againfl him the Villian

law, there would not have been any reafon to withhold from him the honour

of a triumph.

I fhould willingly admit your remarks, though written in French, on

Salchlini's little work, into the Miijeim Helveticum, were not that publication

interrupted
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utrum, et qiiando, typographo licuerit aut placuerlt, ifthcc opus

novo aliquo tomo augere.

Vale, Vir NobilifTime, rem tuam ex animi fententia age, mequc

ama hominem ad omnia humankatis officia paratiflimum

Breitingerum.
Zumci Helvetiorum, Kal. Mart,

CIOIDCCLVII.

interrupted at prefent; and it is uncertain when the printer will be allowed,

or will have inclination, to publifh a new volume.

Farewell, my noble Sir, and profper ; and love me as a man devoted to

every kind duty.

Breitin'cer.

Zurich, March I, 1757.
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N'^VI.

M. Gibbon a M. Gesner.

MONSIEUR,

^htlt. les Romalns, ce peuple ge'nereux, qui nous a laifTe tant de

chofes a admirer et a imiter, les vieux jurifconfultes, que leurs

longs travaux avoient rendus les oracles du barreau, ne fe croyoient

pas inutiles a la republique, lorfqu'ils cherchoient a developper, a

former des talens naiflans, et a fe donner de dignes fuccefleurs. Je

voudrois la re'tablir cette coutume excellente, et la tranfporter meme
dans les autres fciences. Quiconque connoit tant foit peu vos

ouvrages et votre reputation, ne vous refufera pas, je penfe, le titre

d'un des premieres litterateurs du fiecle, et je ne crois pas qu'une

folle prefomption m'cgare, lorlque je m'attribue quelques difpofitions

a reuffir dans les Belles Lettres. Votre commerce pourroit m'etre

d'une grande utilite. Voila mon feul titre pour vous le demander.

Dans I'efperance qu'il pourra vous engager a me I'accorder, je vais

vous

Mr. Gibbon to Mr, Gesner.
S I R,

Among the Romans, that generous people, vvho had fo many inflitutions

worthy of being admired and imitated, the moft refpectable old lawyers,

whofe long labours had rendered them the oracles of the bar, did not think

their time ufclefs to the community, when it was employed in forming the

talents of youth, and in providing for. themfelves worthy fuccelTors. This

excellent cuftom ought to be adopted, and extended to other Icienccs. Who-
ever is acquainted with your reputation and your works, will not deny you

the title of one of the molt learned men of the age; and I hope that my
foolifh prelumption does not deceive me, when I afcribe to myfelf fome na-

tural aptitude for llicceeding in the purfuits of literature. Your correfpond-

ence would be highly ufeful to me. On this ground only I requelt it. (U

the hope that it will not be refufedj I proceed to beg your e:<planation of

i> fume
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vous demander des eclairciffemens fur quelques difficultes, et des de-

cifions fur quelques conje£lures qui fe font ofFertes a mon efprit,

I. Qui etoit cc Pifon le Pere, a qui Horace addrefle fon art

poetique ? M. Dacier croit que c'etoit ce L. Pifon le pontife qui tri-

ompha pour fes exploits en Thrace, et qui mourut pre'fet de la Ville

A._U. C. 785 *. Mais il eft evident que ce ne fut point lui. Horace

ecrivit fon art poe'tique avant Tan 734, puifqu'il y parle de Virgile, qui

mourut dans cette anne'e, d'une fafon a faire bien comprendre qu'il

etoit encore vivant f. Or dans un autre endroit du meme art poe-

tique Xj il s'addrefTe a I'aine des fils de ce Pifon comme a un jeune

bomme qui avoit I'efprit deja forme'.

" O major juvenum, quamvis et voce paterna

" Fing.eris ad red:um et per te fapis."

Ce qui ne peut gueres convenir qu'a un jeune homme de dlx huit, a

vingt ans. Mais ce L. Pifon ne pouvoit point avoir dans ce terns la

un fils aufll age. II mourut en 785, age' de quatre vingt ans §. II

naquit

fome difficulties that I have met with, and your opmion of fome conjeflures

that have occurred to my mind.

I. Who was that Pifo, the father, to whom Horace addrelTes his Art of

Poetry ? Mr. Dacier fuppofes him to have been the high-prieft who ob-

tained a triumph for his exploits in Thrace, and who died pr^feft of the city

in the feven hundred and eighty-fifth year of Rome *. But that could not be

the man ; for Horace's Art of Poetry was written before the year feven hun-

dred and thirty-four, fince it makes mention of Virgil (who died that year)

in terms which (hew that he was ftill alive f : and in another part of the

poem t, Horace addrefles the eldeft of Pifo's fons, as a young man of culti-

vated talents ; which implies that he was not lefs than eighteen or twenty

years of age. But L. Pifo, the hi^h-prieft, could not furely have a fon fo old.

He himfelf died at the age of fourfcore §, in the feven hundred and eighty-fifth

* Tacit. Annnl. vi. c. 10. Flor. Hift. Rom. L. iv. c. 12. T. Liv. Epitom. L. c.

f Horat. Art. Poet. v. 55. % Ibid. v. 366. § Tacit, ubi fupra.

year
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naquit done en 705, et 11 n'avolt que trente ans tout au plus, quand

cette e'pitre fut ecrite. Je vols aflez clairement, que ce ne pouvoit pas

etre la le Pifon que nous cherchons ; mais, parml un alTez grand

nombre de perfonnages du fiecle d'Auguftc qui portoient ce nom, je

voudrois qu'on m'aidat a trouver celui fur qui les foup9ons peuvent

tomber avec quelque vraifemblance.

2. Vous favez comblen les critiques fe font donnes de peine, pour

rechercher le vrai but qu'avolt Horace dans la troifieme ode du troi-

fieme livre. La grandeur des ide'es, et la noblelTe des expreffions y
font fentir partout la main de maitre : mais on eft a la fols fache et

furpris d'y voir que le commencement ne fe lie point avec la fuite,

que la harangue de Junon paroit ne tenir a rien, et n'aboutir a rien
;

et apres avoir admire cette ode par parties, on ne pent gueres s'em-

pecher d'en condamner I'enfemble. Taneguy le Fevre I'avoit ex-

plique'e par un fyfteme que M. Dacier trouve meriter autant d'eloges

que I'ode elle meme, et qui en effet me paroit des plus jolis. Vous

favez qu'il le fonde fur la crainte qu'il prete au peuple Romain de

voir

year of Rome. He was born, then, in feven hundred and fivej and was not

above thirty when the Art of Poetry was written. It is clear therefore, that he

is not the perfon to whom Horace writes j but, among the number of other

men who bore that name, I wifi that you would help me to difcover the

Pifo to whom that poem was n.oft probably addrefled.

a. You know how much trouble it has coft the critics to find out Horace's

true defign in the third ode of his third book. This mafteriy performance

is diftinguifhed by greatnefs of thought and dignity of exprefilon 5 but we
are furpriffd and grieved to find, that the end does not correfpond with the

beginning; and that Juno's fpeech is totally unconnected with what precedes

or follows it; fo that after admiring the detached parts of this ode, we are

forced to condemn it as a whole. Taneguy. le Fevre explained it by a con-

iefture, which Dacier thinks deferving of as high encomiums as the ode
itfelf ; and which is, doubtlefs, very ingenious. You know that his expla-

nation turns on the fuppofed dread of the Romans, left the feat of their cm-
VOL. I. z z pir^
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voir transferer a Ilium le fiege de I'empire ; et qu il fuppofe qii'Moracc

compofa cette ode dans la vue de de'tourner Augufte de ce deflein, en

lui rappellant toute la part que les Dieux avoient eu a la deftrudion de

cette ville, et combien le mortel qui oferoit la rebatir s'expoferoit a

tout le courroux de ces memes Dieux. Le peuple pouvoit d'autant

plus facilement fuppofer ce deflein a ce prince, que fon pere adoptif

en avoit e'te foupfonne' * Mais je doute que ce fyftcme puifTe fe

fouteuir. Et on ne fauroit jamais prouver ces craintes prJtendues du-

peuple Remain, qui font merges fans vraifembkince ; Augufte fe

diftingua toujours par les foins particuliers qu'il donna a la ville de

Rome, qui devoient rafl\irer k peuple contre toutes les craintes d'une

pareille efpece. On peut en voir le detail dans, la vie d'Augufte par

Suetone, c. 28, 29, 30. "Je n'en marquerai qu.e deux: il engagea la

plus part des grands a orner la ville, par des batimens fuperbes f , et il

batit un Temple a Mars le Vengeur, ou il ordonna que le fenat s'af-

fembleroit toutes les fois qu'il feroit queftion de guerres ou de tri-

omphes if. Sont ce la les adions d'un homme qui fonge a fe faire

une

pire fhould be removed to Troy; and that he fancies the ode to have been

written with a view to divert Auguftus from fuch a defign, by fhewing him

how earneftly the Gods had co-operated towards the deftruclion of Troy,,

and how much their refentment would be provoked by an attempt to rebuild,

that ill-fated city. The people might the more naturally fufpefl Auguftus

of fuch an intention, becaufe it was thought to have been entertained by hi&

adoptive father*. But this conjedure, I fear, will not bear examination, k
is impofTible to prove thofe pretended fears of the Romans; which are ren-

dered highly improbable, when we confider that Auguftus was remarkable

for his affeflionate partiality towards Rome; as may be feen in his Life, by

Suetonius, c. 28, 29, 30. I Ihall mention but two examples of it. He en-

couraged almoft all the great men of Rome to adorn the city by fuperb edi-

ficesf; and himfelf creeled a temple toMars theAvenger, where the fenate was

ordered to affemble during its deliberations concerning wars and triumphs J.

* Sueton. L. i. c. 79. t Veil, Paterculus, L, ii. c. 89.. % Sueton. L. ii. c. 29.

I Thefe
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une iiouvelle capitale ? L'excmple de fon oncle ne pouvok con-

clure ; ce fut vers la fin de fa vie qu'il diit concevoir ce projet,

dans un terns ou la profperlte I'avoit avcuglc ct engage dans mille

de'marches folles et tnal entendues, qu'Augufte fe piqua toujours

d'e'viter avec loin. La fage opiniatrete avec laquelle il rcfiifa tou-

jours la didature, pent fervir de preuve a ce que je dis *. Voila

les raifons qui m'empechent d'acquiefcer au fyfteme de Taneguy le

Fevre. J'en fuis fache, et je ne ferai tout a fait content que lorfque

vous m'aurez fourni une autre explication de cette ode, plus folide

fans doute, et qui en applanira e'galement les difficultes.

3. Antiochus, rdi de Syrie, avoit pris plufieurs villes de la Coele-

Syrie et de la Paleftine au jeune Ptoleme'e, alors fous la tutelle des

Remains. Ceux ci prennent la de'fenfe de leur e'leve, et ordonnent

au roi de Syrie de les rendre. II mc'prife ces ordres, et les retient.

Sur quoi on lui envoye une feconde ambaflade, laquelle lailTant de

c6td les pre'tenfions dn jeune prince, hii ordonna de rendre des villes,

________________ ^^^^

Thefe are not the aiflions of a man who wifhed to found a new capital. The ex-

ample of his uncle is not applicable ; that projedl was formed by him towards

the end of his life, when he was intoxicated by profperity, and engaged in a

thoufand wild enterprifes, which the prudence of Auguftus carefully avoided.

The cautious firmnefs with which the latter prince always refufed the office

of didator, confirms my remark*. Such are the reafons which hinder me
from acquiefcing in Le Fevre's explanation. I am forry for it, and will not

be eafy till you fupply me v.'ith another more folidiy founded, and equally

well fitted to remove all difficulties.

3. Annochus, king of Syria, had taken pofleffion of feveral cities in

Ccele-Syria and Judsea, belonging to young Ptolemy, then under the pro-

tedion of the Romans. That people undertake the defence of their pupil,

and order Antiochus to reftore his towns. He defpifes their orders, and

keeps thofe towns in his poffeffion ; in confequence of which, the Romans
fend to him a fccond embaffy, which, without making any mention of young

Ptolemy's pretenfions, " claim thofe towns as belonging to the Romans by

* Sueton. L. il. c. 52. Veil. Patercul. L, ii. c. 8j.

z z 2 <« the
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que le peuple Remain avoit acquifes par le droit de la guerre, clvitatcs

jure belli fa&as popnli Romani. Ce font la les termes de Juftin *,

qui nous jettent dans une difficulte' embaraflante. On ne conc^oit pas

comment les Remains pouvoient avoir acquis des villes dans la Syrie,

et dans I'Egypte, puifque, bien loin d'y avoir fait des conquetes,

ils ne porterent leurs armes en Afie que plufieurs anne'es apres cette

epoque. On connoit bien uu traite' qu'ils avoient fait avec les Rois

d'Egypte avant ce terns t» mais c'e'toit un pur traite' d'alliance et

d'amitie' qui ne fut pre'ce'de' ni fuivi d'aucune guerre. J'ai cru que

I'examen des autres hiftoriens, qui ont raconte' ces memes e'venemens,

pouvoit jetter quelques lumieres fur un paflage de Juftin aufli obfcur

que celui la. Mais Tite Live, qui parle plufieurs fois X des negocia-

tions par lefquelles les Romains tacherent de faire rendre a Ptoleme'e

les villes d'Afie, qu'on lui avoit prifes, ne parle nulle part de ce droit

de la guerre en vertu duquel les Romains les demandoient. Le favant

M. Breitinger, profeffeur en langue Grec a Zurich, a qui j'ai conv

munique

" the right of war," Thefe are Juftin's words *, which prefent us with a

very perplexing difficulty ; becaufe we do not perceive how the Romans

could have acquired thofe places by the right of war, fince they were fo far

from having made conquefts in Afia then, that they did not carry their arms

into that country till a later a:ra. A treaty indeed fubfifted between them

and the kings of Egypt f , but it was a treaty merely of friendfhip and alliance,

neither preceded nor followed by any war. I thought that an examination

of the other hiftorians, who relate the fame tranfaflions, might throw light

on this obfcure paflage of Juftin. But Livy, who mentions feveral times
X.

the

negociations by which the Romans endeavoured to recover for Ptolemy the

places taken from him by Antiochus, is altogether filent with regard to this

" right of war," in virtue of which they were demanded. I acquainted the

learned Mr. Breitinger, profeflbr of Greek at Zurich, with my difficulty on

* Juftin. L. XXX. c. I.

\ Tit. Liv. Epitom. L. iv. Eutrop. L, ii. Valer. Maxim. L, Iv. c. 3.

X Tit. Liv. L. xxxiii. c. 34. 39, 40.

this
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munique cette difBculte, apres avoir tente en vain de la refoudre, a

etc oblige enfin de la laifler fans explication.—Mais,

" Nil defperandum, Teucro duce ; et aufpice Teucro."

4. Un different que Scaliger et Ifaac Voflius ont eu enfemble, fur

la veritable e'poque de la mort du poete Catulle, a fait beaucoup de

bruit dans la republique des lettres. Jc n'ai point eu en main les

pieces du proces, favoir les e'ditions de Catulle de ces deux hommes
ee'lebres j mais Bayle * nous a donne' un extrait fort dctaille' de leur

difpute, y ajoutant fes propres reflexions. Je fuis fache' de ne pou-

voir pas remonter aux fources ; mais dans la neceffite de me fervir de

rapporteur, je n'en connois point de meilleur que Bayle.

Quoique deux habiles litte'rateurs fe foient exerce's fur cette quef-

tion, je fuis bien loin de la regarder c9mme parfaitcment eclaircie.

Voflius me paroit avoir trop avance' le mort du poete, Scaliger Ta

certainement trop reculee. Catulle ne mourut pas bien furement

A. U. C. 696 ; mais il ne ve9ut pas non plus jufqu'aux jeux fe'culaires

d'Augufte

this fubjedt ; which, after attempting in vain to refolve, he was obliged to

leave unexplained. But,

" Nil defperandum, Teucro duce; et aufpice Teucro."

4. A difference of opinion between Scaliger and Ifaac VofTius, concernino-

the time of Catullus' death, made great noife in the republic of letters. I

have not at hand the original arguments of thofe learned men, which are

contained in their refpedive editions of Catullus ; but Bayle* has given us a

particular account of their difpure, with his own refle<5tions on the fubjeft.

I am ferry that I cannot draw from the fountain head; but Bayle's accuracy

as a compiler will not be difputed.

Notwithftanding the labours of thefe great fcholars, I am far from think-

ing the queftion decided. Voffius feems to me to place Catullus' death too

early, and Scaliger certainly fixes it at too late an rera. That poet furelv did

not die in the year of the city fix hundred and ninety-fix ; but neither did

* Bayle Didionnaire Critique, art. Catulle.

he
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d'Augufte A. U. C. 736. Prouvons ce que nous avons avance, el

cherchons I'epoque en queflion, qui doit fe trouver entre ces deux

annees.

Catulle parle dc la Grande Bretagne et de fes habitans*, or

CeTar fut le premier qui fit connoitre cette ifle aux Remains f , et

Cefar y fit fa premiere expedition en 698 |.. AufTi bien Catulle

parle t'il du fecond confulat de Pompee, qui tombe fiar la meme

anne'e §. H vivoit meme encore en 706, puifqu'il parle auffi du con-

fi.ilat de Vatinius ||. Je ne veux pas me fervir des argumens de

Scaliger pour prouver qu'il fut fpedateur des triomphes de Cefar,

parceque jc ne les crois pas de bon alloi, Je me difpenferai d'exa-

tniner en detail fi les paroles patenia prima Icwcinatafunt bo7ia^ &c.^

conviennent mieux aux premieres vidoires de Cefar qu'aux der-

-nieres, parceque je crois qu'il n'y eft queftion ni des unes ni des

autres. H n'y a qu'a lire cette epigramme avec quelque attention

pour

e

lie live to fee the fecular games of Aiiguftus celebrated in feven hundred and

thirty- fiK. Let us prove thefe affertions, and endeavour to find out the

true ^era in queftion, which mull have beeiTat an intermediate time between

the years juft mentioned,

Catullus fpeaks of Great Britain and its inhabitants *, with which Csfar firfl:

made the Romans acquainted f, by his expedition thither, in the year of Rome

fix hundred and ninety-eight^. Catullus alio mentions the fecond confulfhip

of Pompey, which happened on that fame year §. He lived (b late as the

year feven hundred and fix, fince he fpeaks of the confullhip of Vatinius
|f.

I will not mal<.e ufe of Scaliger's arguments to prove that the poet witnefied

Csefar's triumplis, becaufe I do not believe them well-founded. I will not

particularly examine whether the words faterna -prima landnatajiint bona%,^'

beft apply to the firft or laft viclories of Caefar, becaufe I do not believe

them to have any reference to the one or the other. We need only to read

* Vid. Catull. Carm. si. &c. f Tacit, in Vit. Agvicol. C. 13.

\ Csfar. Comm. L. iv. Dion. Hift. L. xxxix. p. 113.

J
Catull. Carra. cxi. U Idem, lii. f Idem, xxvii. ver. 29.

the
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pour voir que Catulle s'addrefTc toujours a Cellir dans la feconde

perfonne

:

" Cinoede Romule, hcEC vidfebis et feres ?

" Es impudicus, et vorax, et helluo."

Pendantque Mamurra y paroit toujours dans la troifieme perfonne,

ce qui eft le cas dans les lignes

:

" Parum, expatravit ? an parvum lielluatus eft ?

" Paterna prima lancinata funt bona."

II n'y eft done nullement queftion des difHpations de Cefar, mals

de celle de Mamurra ; et toutes les confe'quences qu'on en pent tirer

par rapport aux triomphes de celui la, font ille'gitimes *.

* Cepehdant fi Ton avoit la curiofite de rechercher I'epoque preclfe de la compofi--

tion de cette epigramme, un paflage de Ciceron nous conduiroit a la fixer vers I'an 708.

Car quoiqu'en dife Bayle, on ne peut gueres entendre ce paflage que d'une piece faty-

rique faite centre Mamurra; auffi bien le favant Dr. Middleton a t'il embrafle cette opi-

nion. II eft inutile de dir« que CatuHe n'auroit jamais of* compofer cette epigramme

contre Cefar alors tout puiflant. Le clamence de Ccfar envers fes ennemis etoit aflez

connue; la fa^on meme, dont les_anciens parlentde la moderation dont Cefar ufa envers le

fatyrique,femble fuppofer qu'il avoit alors la puiflance en main, puifqu'auparavant fa cle-

mence auroit eu peu de merite. Tacite (
i )

qui en park, la fait confiderer fur le meme
pied que celle de Bibalculus. Or on ne peut pas douter qu'Augufte ne fut fouverain alors»

D'un

the epigram attentively, to perceive that Catullus always addrefTes Cicfic

in the fecond perfon, and Mamiirra in the third.

The poet alludes, therefore, not to Csefar's dilTipation, but to that of Ma-
murra; and all the confequences deduced from his applying his words to the

former, are built on a falfe hypothefis f

.

f Were we curious to afcertain exaftly the date of this epigram, a pafTage of Cicero

would lead us to fix it at the year 708. For, notwithftanding Bayle's reafonings, v/e can-

not regard it in any other liglit than that of a fatire written againft Mamurra; an opinion

embraced by the learned Dr. Middleton. There is no weight in the obfervation, that Ca-

tullus would not have ventured to write this epigram againft Crefar in the plenitude of

his power. Ca;far's clemency towards his enemies is well known ; and the terms in

v/hich hiftorians fpeak of his lenity fliewn to this fatirift implies that he was then pof-

fefled of power to puuilh him ; otherwife his moderation would have been of little

value. Tacitus ( 1
) fpeaks of this affair as a parallel to that of Bibalculus, who fati-

rifed Augaftus v/hen the latter was certainly invefted with fovereign dominion.

(j) Aunal, L. iv. c. 34,

Catullus,
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D'un autre cote, Catulle ne vefut pas jufqu'aux jetix fecula'ires

d'Augufte, puifqu'il mourut avant Tibulle. Ovide, dans I'elegie qu'il

fit expres fur la mort de ce dernier, met Catulle parmi les poetes, que

{"on ami devoit rencontrer a fa defcente dans les Champs Elysees :

" Si tamen a nobis aliquid nifi nomen et umbra

" Reftat : in Elyfia Valle Tibullus erit.

" Obvius hulc venias hedera juvenilia cindtus

" Tempera, cum Calvo, dodtc Catulle tuo *."

Mais dans quel terns Tibulle mourut il ? Une petite epigramme

de Domitius Marius nous I'apprend : le meme jour, ou du moins la

meme annee, que Virgile :

" Te quoque Virgilio comitem non sequa, Tibulle,

" Mors juvenem Campos mifit ad Elyfios f

.

Or perfonne n'ignore que Virgile mourut le 22 Septembre 734 1-

II eft done clair que Catulle, deja mort dans ce terns la, ne vit point

les jeux feculaires qui ne fe ce'le'brerent qu'en 736.

Avanyons plus loin, et difons, que Catulle ctoit deja mort avant

721. Je me fondc fur le te'moignage d'un hiftorien contemporain,

ami

Catullus, on the other hand, did not live to fee the fecular games cele-

brated by Auguftus, fince he died before Tibullus. Ovid, in an elegy

written on the death of the latter, places Catullus among the poets whom

his friend will meet with in the Elyfian fields *.

But when did Tibullus die ? A little epigram of Domitius Marius in-

forms us, that he died the fame day, or at lead in the fame year, with Virgil f

.

Now it is well known that Virgil died the twenty-fecond of September fevea

hundred and thirty-four J, Catullus then could not fee the fecular games,

which were not celebrated till feven hundred and thirty-fix.

"We may go farther, and affirm, that Catullus was dead before the year

feven hundred and twenty- one. This is proved by a contemporary hido-

* Ovid, Eleg. L. iii. 9. f V.Tibull. Carm. L. iv. c. 15. % Donat. in Vit, Virgil.

2 rian.
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ami de CIceron* et de Catulle lui meme f; en un mot de Cornelius

Nepos. II faut le developper ce tcmoignage. Dans la vie d'Atticus,

que cet ecrivain nous a laiflee, parlant d'un certain L. Julius Calidius,

a qui Atticus rendit de grands fervices, il ajoute pour le faire

niieux connoitre, qiicm pojl Lucret'l'i CatulUquc moj-tem^ nnilto ekgaii-

tijftnmm poctmn^ nojlram tiilljfe cetatcm vere vidcor pn/fc co?iteitdcre +.

Catulle ctoit done mort lorfque Nepos ecrivit ce pafTage. Mais ne

pourroit on pas fixer le terns de fli compofition ? tres facilement

:

de vingt deux chapitres qui coinpofent cette vie d'Atticus dix huit

furent publics de Ion vivant. Haaeuus Atlico vivo bac a nobis edita

[nut §. Le paflage, ou il eft parle' de la mort de Catulle, fe trouve

dans le douzieme chapitre; d'ou il s'enfuit que Catulle mourut avant

Atticus. Mais celui ci finit fa vie fous le confulat de Cn. Domitius

ct de C. Sofius
II

. Si Ton vouloit poufler I'exadlitude encore plus

loin, et qu'on cut envie de determiner I'annee pre'cife de la mort

de notre poete, on ne fe tromperoit pas de beaucoup en prenant

I'anne'e

rian, the friend of Cicero* and of Catullusf; I mean Cornelius Nepos. In

his Life of Atticus, fpeaking of a certain Julius Calidius, to whom Atticus

had rendered very important fervices, he diftinguifhes him, " as the mod
" elegant poet of that age, fince the death of Lucretius and Catullus :];."

The latter, dierefore, was dead before Nepos wrote thispaflage; of which

it is not difficult to fix the date. Nepos' Life of Atticus confills of twenty-

two chapters; the firft eighteen of which were, as he tells us, written while

the fubjeft of them flill lived §. The pafTage mentioning the death of Ca-

tullus is in the twelfth chapter ; from whence it follows, that Atticus fur-

vived Catullus. But Atticus died during the confulfhip of Cn. Domitius

and C. Sofius
II

. Did we wifh to afcertain ftill more accurately the precife

year of Catullus' death, we fhould not be much miftaken in fixing it at the

middle term between the years of Rome ^zs&x\ hundred and fix, and feven

* Sueton. L. J. c. 55. Voff. deHift. Latin. L. i. c. 24. f Catull. Carm. i.

I Cornel. Nepos, in Vit. Attici, c. 12. $ Idem, c. 18. y Idem, c. 21.

vol., I. 3 A hundred
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Tannce moyenne entre A. U. C. 706 et 721; cc qui nous donnera

714, e'poque qui quadre fort bien avec tout ce que nous en favons

d'ailleurs.

Le feul argument de Scaliger, qui pourrolt embarrafler, eft celui

qu'il tire du poeme feculaire que Catulle doit avoir coinpofe'. La con-

jedure de Voffius qu'on ccle'bra des jeux au commencement du VII

fiecle de Rome n'eft pas foutenable. Je doute que celle de Bayle

Taille mieux. Le commencement de ce fiecle e'toit marque' par tant

de de'fordres, on negligeoit tellement les anciennes ceremoines*,

qu'il n'y pas d'apparence qu'on ait Gon9u le deflein de ce'lebrer de

pareils jeux, ni que le peuple s'y attendit. Mais quel befoin de

fuppofer que ce poeme avoit e'te' compofe' pour les fc'culaires. N'eft il

pas bien plus naturel de le croire deftine' pour la fete de Diane qui fe

Gelebroit tous les ans au mois d'Aout ; Bentley avoit deja fait cette

conjedlure f. On peut la confirmer par la comparaifon du poeme

feculaire d'Horace avec ce morceau de Catulle. Dans celui ci les

garcons

hundred and twenty-one j which will give us the year feven hundred and

fourteen ; which very well agrees with all other particulars known con-

cerning him.

The only argument adduced by Scaliger, that can occafion any difEculty,

is, that Catullus compofed a fecular poem. Voffius' conjetTcure, that the

fecular games were celebrated at the commencement of the feventh century

of Rome, is altogether unwarranted : that of Bayle, I fear, refts not on

much better authority. The beginning of that century was deformed by

fo many diforders, and by fuch a marked neglevTi: of ancient ceremonies *,

that there is not any probability that fuch games fhould then have been

cither exhibited or expedled. But it is not neceflary to fuppofe tliat Ca-

tullus' poem was written for the fecular games. It might have been in-

tended merely for Diana's feftival, which was celebrated yearly in the month,

of Auguft ; as Bentley conjeftured \. This is confirmed by comparing this-

poem with Horace's Carmen Seculars, In the former, both the boys and girls

* Sueton. L. ii. c. 37, t Bentl. in Prxfat. Edit. Horatian.

form
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gardens ct les filles ne font qu'un choeur pour s'addrefler en commuu

a Diane

:

*' DianjB fumus In fide

" Puellse et pueri integri *."

All lieu que dans Horace les gar9ons s'addreflent a Aponon, les filles

a Diane

:

" Supplices audi pueros Apollo,

" Siderum Regina bicornis audi,

" Luna puellas f
.'*

Cette diftindion leur avoit ete' meme ordonnee par roracle qui leur

enjolgnit la ce'le'bration de ces jeux J.

Je m'arrete : en voila bien aflez pour una fois. Je dols fentir que

vos momens font pre'cieux, et il faut au moins vous difpofer a ne pas

trouver mauvaife la liberte qu^ j'ai prife, en n'en abufant pas.

J'ai I'honneur d'etre, avec beaucoup de confide'ration,

Monfieur, &c.

Edward Gibbon.

form but one chorus, which addrefles itfelf to Diana*. In Horace, the boys

addrefs themfelves to Apollo, and the girls to Diana f. This diftinftion had

been eftabliflied by the oracle who commanded the celebration of the

games J.

But I have done. This is enough for one letter. Your time is precious,

and I would not offend you by carrying too far the liberty I have taken in

writing to you. I have the honour to be, with much confideration,

Yours, &c.

Edward Gibbon.

* Catull. Carm. xxxlv. ver. i. f Horat. Carm. Secular, ver. 34,
1 V. DilTertat. CI. Turretin de Ludis Secular, p. 36.

3A 2
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N'' VII.

M. Gesner a M. Gibbon.

1. y^UJiRiTUR de Plfonibus quibus honorem in Arte Poetlca habuit

^^^Horatius. Dacerius et Sanadonus forte fidem aptid te,

Gibbone, Vir Dodiflime, inventuri erant facilius, fi auctorem fen-

tentiae fua; laudaflent, fine quo ea fevis, et hariolationl fimilis, videri

poteft, et qu3E argumento etiam non nimis valido evertl queat. Jam

vero eft ilia Porphyrionis antiqui hominis, qui earn forte debet anti-

quiori, qui de nominibus Horatianis fcripfit. Hie ergo Porphyrio,

ut eft ex optimis libris editus, Hunc I'lbrum^ inquit, qui infcribitiir

de Arte Poetica ad L. Pifoncm, qui pojlea urb'is cujios fu'tt, m'lfit.

Nam et tpfe Pifo poeta fuit^ et Jlud'iorum liberalium antijles. At

jetas non convenit ! Immo pulchre. Mortuus eft ille Pifo, Tacito

tefte, (An. 1. vi. c. 10.) oclogenarius A. U. 785. GefFit praefeduram

urbis

Mr. Gesner to Mr. Gibbon.

1. You inquire who were the Pifos, of whom Horace fpeaks in fuch ho-

nourable terms in his Art of Poetry. Dacier and Sanadon would probably^

mod learned Sir, have obtained more credit with you, had they cited the

authority on which their opinion refts ; and independendy of which, ic feems.

no better than a guefs, which a flight argument is fufficient to overturn.

This authority is that of Porphyrio, an ancient vvriter, who treats of the

names mentioned in Horace, and who here perhaps copies from fome author

more ancient than himfclf. In his corredled edition Porphyrio fays, " Ho-
" race's work, intitled the Art of Poetry, is addrefled to L. Pifo,^ wha was

« afterwards governor of Rome; for Pifo was himfelf a poet, and a patron

" of literary puifuits." But chronology, you fay, does not warrant this

explanation. It does ; for Tacitus tells us, in his Annals, (lib. vi. c. 10.)

that PUb died U. C. 785, at the age of eighty. He held his office twenty

years

;
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urbis annis XX. ; fufcepit ergo A. U. 765. Antequam illud munus

fufciperet, debet fcripta effe epiftola de Arte Poetica (quam ego fuf-

picor fuide aliquando fccundi libri tertiam) : quia Porphyrio dicit,

qui poftea urbis atflos fuit, Ponamus natum effc Pifoni majorcm

filiorum anno aetatis XXX. eumque filium annos XVI. habuifle,

cum ad ilium ifta fcriberet Horatius {^^^d) : major juvemim^ &c.

Scripta erit Ars Poetica anno oi^tatis Horatii LII. quod pulchre con-

venit cum Bentlcianis rationibus, quas ego, cum ante hos fere annos

Horatium ederem, compcri hadenus certe juftas efle, ut diligentep

licet attendenti, nihil occurrerit, quod illis repugnet. Si putemus in

adolefcentem XVI annorum, non convenire laudem, quam illi tri-

buit Horatius (quod mihi quidem contra videtur) prius natum pof-

furaus V vel X adeo annis dicere. At Virgilius vivebat adhuc cum
Artem Poeticam fcribei'et Horatius, qui mortuus eft A. U. 735, cum
vir XXX annorum eflet Pifo, nee filium habere poftet X vel XII

ad fummum annis majorem. Primo nee ipfum hoc forte abfurdum

putarint qiiidam, jiivcnem hie vocari prsecocis ingenii ct doiSlrinx

puerum-

years; and therefore entered on it U. C. 765; before which period Horace

muft have fent to hirn the Art of Poetry, (which I fufpeft once flood at the

third epiftle of the fecond book,) becaufe Porphyrio fays, " who was after-

'* wards governor of Rome." Let us fuppofe that Pifo's Ton was born

when the father was thirty years old ; and that the fbn was fixteen when

Horace addrefied liim, O major juvetium; the Art of Poetry will then have-

been written in the fifcy-fecond year of Florace's age; which well agrees

with Bentley's computation ; a fubjedl which I remember to have exa-

mined and approved when about the fame time of life I publifhed my edi-

tion of Horace. If we think fixteen years too young for the praifes be-

ftowed by the poef, we may add to them five, or even ten years more.

But to this mode of reckoning it is objefted, that Virgil was alive when.

Horace wrote his Art of Poetry ; and as the latter died in the year of

Rome ieven hundred and thirty-five, Pifo, who was then but thirty years

old himfelf, could not have a fon above ten or twelve at the utmoft. But

fome critics do not difapprove of the application oi juvenii to a boy of ten

years.
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puerum decennem. Hac quidem actate poetas fulflc Hugoncm Gro-

tium alLofque novimus : et liberalius, credo, utebantur aulici homi-

nes juven'is appellatione, poftquam nequiter adeo Ciceroni expeti-

verat puerum quod vocaflct Odavium.

Sed quod pace tua dixerim, Vir HumanlfTime, nihil caufce video

cur in vivis adhuc fuifle, ftatuendum fit Virgilium, fcribente Artem

Horatio. Neque enim fnnpliciter eo locovivi poetse mortuis oppo-

nuntur, fed antiqui novis : non fola Libitina facrare poetam poteft

;

fed annos jam plures mortuus fit, fecundum iflos judices, oportet:

" Eft vetus atque probus, centum qui perficit annos."

Vide, qu2efo, epiflolam libri fecundi primam.

2. De Horatii ode libri tertii tertia, fententiam dixi in meis ad

ilium obfervationibus, quas tibi vifas non puto, quare hie repetam et

cxplicabo. Lufit Auguftus coenas Deorum nonnunquam. Notum eft

ex Suetonio (1. ii. c. 70.), male audifle aliquando ccenam illius S-xSmd.

Bejcv^ h. e. duodecim illorum Deorum, quibus pulvinaria, feu ledi fter-

nebantur

years, and of a forward genius : Grotius and others were poets at tfiat age

;

and the Roman courtiers would naturally, I chink, be prodigal in ufing the

term juvenis, after Cicero gave fo much offence by applying the term puer

to Auguftus.

But I fee not any convincing argument to prove that Virgil was alive

when the Art of Poetry was written. For, in the pafiage alluded to, Horace

does not contraft living poets with thofe that were dead, but ancient poets

with the modern ; and, according to the critics whom he mentions, not

death alone, but the being dead a certain number of years, was necelTary for

the attainment of poetical fame.

" Eft vetus atque probus, centum qui perficit annos."

See the firft epiftle of the fecond book.

^
2. Concerning the third ode of the third book, I formerly gave my opi-

nion in the obfervations accompanying my edition, which, as you have not

feen them, I (hall here repeat and explain. Auguftus fometimes reprefented

in fport the fuppers of the gods. We know from Suetone, lib. ii. c. 70.

tha.1 he was blamed for his imitation of the fupper of the twelv£ gods, which,

1 ufed
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nebantur In Capitolio {e.g. Liv. xxii. 10.) Quid fi Horatlus jufTus

vel jnjuffus fcripiit verfus tali dramati aptos ? Quid fi, cum male audi-

rent id genus ludi, volult, hoc velut fpecimine propofito, perfuadere

hominibns, efle illos innocentes, civiles, Romani populi ftudiis con-

formes ? Voluit eadem ode blandiri genti Julice, quae origines Trojanos

ab ^nea, et lulo udum adoptaverat. Aditum fibi parat ad earn

rem pulcherrimum poeta. Fortitudo cum juftitia homines ad Deos

perducit. Inter hos jam eft noftra admiratione et prsedicatione,,

Auguftus, et (ut eodem circiter tempore cecinit, Od. iii. c. 5. § 2.)

prefms diviis habebihir. Nempe non minus meritorum ac juris

habet Auguftus quam habuit olim cum Baccho Romulus : qui tamen

non fine difficultate receptus eft, donee gratum clocuta ejl Juno D'l'is

confdiantibus. Hujus oratio ejufdem plane argument! eft, cujus-

ilia Virgiliana, (jEn. 1. xii. v. 791. et feq.) Et potuit Horatius

illud argumentum eligere, fi vel nunquam ferio cogitavit de transfe-

renda

nfcd to take place in the capitol, where pallets were fpread for them ; of

which we fee an example in Livy, lib. xxii. c. 10. Is it not pofllble that

Horace, either with or without the orders of Auguftus, might think proper

to write verfes adapted to fuch a reprefentation ? Might he not endeavour to

remove the blame attached to it, by exhibiting an example in which it was

not only innocent, but conformable with the inftitutions and inclinations of

the Romans ? Ac the fame time his ode would be a compliment to the

Julian family, which had long boalled its defcent from ^neas and liilus. For
entering on this fubjeft, the poet ingenioufly prepares the way, by fhowing

that men had attained divinity through juftice and fortitude. Auguftus is

entided to our admiration and praife; and, as he fung in another ode, written

nearly about the fame time, prefens divtis habebitiir, being not lefs worthy of

divinity than Bacchus and Romulus j the latter of whom was not without dif-

ficulty admitted to that honour, " till Juno made her moft pleafing and ac-

" ceptable fpeech in the council of the gods." This i'peech is of the fame

purport with that in the iEneid, lib. xii. v. 791. ^ Jeq. ; and might have

been pronounced with propriety, without fuppofing that Auguftus ever feri-

oufly thought of changing the feat of his empire. That prince alfo muft

have
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renda impenl fede Auguftus. Potuit ea re gratum faccre princlpi, fi

crederet ipfe populus damnari in aula confilium illud antiquum Julii

Ca£faris, calamitofum Romx ac deteftabile. Quod hie longior efl:»

et TraSfiTDcu'^s^ci, quam ab illo exordio aliquis exfpedlaret ; nse igna-

rus fuerit natura; carminis lyrici, quatenus ilia exemplls veteruni

cognofcitur, qui longum adeo cxcurfuin, fi vel cxcurlus fit, reprc-

liendat.

3. Durus fatis nodus efle debet, qui non modo eruditum atque

ingeniofum juvenem, fed veteranum etiam in his literis virum,

Breitingerum, cujus nomen femper cum honore ufurpo, potuit tenere.

Qui enim poftulare potuit legatiopopuli Romani, " civitates jure belli

" fuas fadas reftitui in integrum ab Antiocho," quas paulo ante Se-

natus Ptolemsei pupilli fui elTe dixerat ? Qui potuere Romani jure

belli aflerere fij^i urbes Afiae, in quam aliquot demum annis poft

*' primus omnium Romanorum ducum Scipio cum exercitu trajecit?"

(Epit.Liv. 1. xxxvii.) Verum folvi tamen poteft hie nodus, etiam non

adhibito

have been pleafed with an attempt to perfuade the people that he condemned

a defign, faid to have been entertained by Julius Csefar, but which was I'o

much detefted by the Romans, and would, if carried into execution, have

been fo calamitous to Rome. The fpeech indeed is longer, and more pa-

thetic than might be expefled from the beginning of the ode ; but he muft

be ignorant of the nature of lyric poetry, as illuftrated in the writings of the

ancients, who finds fault with the length of this real or apparent digreflion.

3. The knot muft be hard indeed, v^hich not only baffles the exertions of

a learned and ingenious youth, but refifts the ftrength of Breitinger, a ve-

teran in the literary field, whofe name I never pronounce but with the higheft

refpedt. How could Roman ambafladors require that the cities taken by

Antiochus in Afia fliould be reftored, according to the law of war, to Rome,
when the fenate fhortly before had declared thofe cities to belong to its

pupil Ptolemy ? Or how could the Romans claim thofe cities by the law of

war, when Scipio, a few years afterwards, was the firft Roman general that

pafled into Afia with an army ? Livy, lib. xxxvii. The knot, however,

may be untied, without having recourfe to Alexander's fword, provided we

2 follow
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adlublto Alexandrl gladio, modo feriem illarum rerum apud ipfum

Juftinum atque Livium infpiciamus. Hie (1. xxxi. c. 14.), Philippo^

inquit, amnios faciehat—-fadus i£ium cum Ant'tocho Syiics rege^ divi-

faqtiejam cum eo JEgypt'i opes^ cut viorte audita Plolcmai regis, ambo

imminebaiit. Juftinus (lib. xxx. c. 2.), Legates Alexandrini ad Ro-

manos mifere, orantes ut tutelam pupill't Jut fufc'ipcrent, tucrenturque

regnum JEgypti, quodjam PhU'ippum et Antiochmn, fa£la inter fe

paElione, divifijfe diceba?it. Nee vero inter padta res fubftitit. An-

tiochus enim, dum occupatus in Romano bello ejl Fhilippus, (tefte Livio,

lib. T^Ty. c. 19.) omnibus que in Coele-Syria funt civitatibus Ptolomcei

in fuam potejiatem redaclis ; fmitil per 07nne7n 07-am CilicicEque et

Carice tentaturus erat urbes quce in ditione Ptolemai ejjent ; Jimulque

Philippinn exercitu navibufque adjuturus. Interea debellatur ; vinci-

turque a Quintio Philippus. Ab eodem Quintio jam (Liv. lib. xxxiii.

c. 34.), aperte pronunciatur legatis Antiochi, jure belli et vidlorise

nimirum, tit exccderet AJus urbibus, qua aut Philippi aut Ptolemai

regum

follow the feries of thofe tranfadions, as related by Juttin and Llvy. The
latter hiftorian, lib. xxxi. c. 14, relates, " that Philip's courage was in-

" creafed by his league with Antiochus, king of Syria, with whom, as foon

*' as he learned Ptolemy's death, he purpofed, according to the tenor

*' of that agreement, dividing the fpoils of Egypt." Juftin, again, lib. xxx.

c. 2, tells us, " that the Alexandrians fent ambaffadors ^o Rome, re-

" quelling the fcnate to defend the caufe of their pupil, threatened with the

" partition of his dominions, in confequence of a treaty for that purpqfe be-

" tween Philip and Antiochus." This treaty indeed foon began to be car-

ried into effeft ; for, according to Livy, lib. xxxii. c. 19. ' "Antiochus,'

" while his ally was occupied in the war with Rome, conquered aU the

" cities belonging to Ptolemy in Coele-Syriaj purpofing n'^xt to' invade

" the coaft of Caria and Cilicia, and at the fame time'to afflft Philip vs^ith a
" fleet and army." Meanwhile Philip is conquered by the Roman conful

Quintius ; who then openly declared to Antiochus' ambaffadors, " that their

VOL. r, J B " mafter
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regum ftiijfent. Obfcurius igitur brevitate, fed verum tamen fcrlpfit

Juftinus.

Ecquid te poenitet, GIBBONE Vir Dodiffime, Uteris ita hu-

manis laceflitum iv'ifle fenem frigidum et inertem, qui per duos men-

fes poflit dlfFerre refponfionem ad epiftolam ita blandam, ita fibi

honorificam ? Non conjiciam caufam longi filentii in fenedlutem,

quamquam hsec quoque incipit fufBaminare non nunquam conatus

meos, ut fentiam circa feptuagefimum, demptis tribus, setatis annum,

non ita me jam imperare pofle ingenio, ut annis fuperioribus. Sed

cum alias in otium concedere paullatim detur fenibus, mihi adhuc

pene contra evenit, ut fubinde novse mihi cur^e imponantur. Ad-

fcriptus fum focietatibus aliquot, ut Berolinenfi, et noftrae fcientia-

I'um ; banc etiam per vices femeftres jufl'us dirigere : praefidere folea

fingulis hebdomadis focietati apud nos Germanicsej fubmittere autem

fcriptiunculas quafdam meas Latinse Jenenfi. Bibliothecam Acade-

mise, quinqviaginta ad minimum librorum millibus conftantem, curare

meum

" matter muft evacuate (fupply, ' according to the law of war,') all thofe

** cities to which either Philip or Ptolemy had any claims." Livy, lib. xxxiii.

c. 34. Juftin's narrative, therefore, though obfcured by brevity, is yet

confident with truth.

Do you not repent, learned Sir, the having written to an indolent old

man, who could delay two months fending an anfwer to a letter fo obliging,

and fo honourable to himfelf ? I will not throw the blame on my advanced

age, though I begin to feel my former powers of exertion fomewhat flacken

and abate under the weight of fixty-feven years. At this time of life mod
old men are indulged with a diminution of labour; whereas I, on the con-

trary, am continually burdened with an increafe of occupations and cares.

I belong to feveral academies, particularly that of Berlin, and this here of

Gottingenj which laft I am appointed to diredl fix months in the yearj I

alfo prefide weekly in the German focicty of this place, and frequently cor-

refpond with the Latin fociety of Jena. I am entrufted with the care of

the public library, confifting at lead of fifty thoufand volumes j with the in-

fpedion
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meum eft ; turn fcholas majores per Gcrmanicas Regis provlnclas In-

fpicere, et regere confilio ; turn alimentarios circiter viginti juvenes

obfervare ; et fcribere quidquid Proredoris et Senatus Academici no-

mine in tabulis publicis proponitur ; et inter hxc ternas, quaternas,

plures etiam interdum, fingulis diebus prseledtiones habere. Et dixi

tantum quse publicis aliquo modo officiis debentur. Quot falutares

juvenes funt accipiendi ? quot ex condifcipulis vel difcipulis amici ab-

fentes colendi Uteris ? nunquam vacare poffum a fcribendo, commen-

tando talia quse luci deftinata publican plus aliquanto curce poftulant

:

ut nunc in manibus eft Claudianus, hac a^ftate, fi Deus faverit,

proferendus. Hsec cum ita fmt, fateor, me, cum primum percur-

renti tuas, vir pr^eftantiffime, literas, negotium etiam operofius vi-

deretur, quam tradando deinde expertus fum, illas in otium pingui-

ufculum continuarum aliquot horarum fepofuifle. Hoc otiolum heri

demum cafti mihi oblatum, collocavi ut vides.

Supereft, uti banc lucubratiunculam boni confulas, et, fi ilia minus

forte, quam mihi optabile eft, expedationi tu2e refpondeat, alia mihi

_^ omnia

fpe(5lion of the colleges in his majefty's German dominions j and with the

fuperintendance of about twenty youths, who are educated at the public ex-

pence. The tafk alfo falls on me of writing wliatever is inferted in the ar-

chives of the univerfity, in the name of the re6lor and fenate : and it is my
duty to give daily three, four, and fometimes more preledions. To thefe

public offices muft be added the avocations of private company, and of a

very extenfive correfpondence. Befides, I have always fome work in hand,

which requires nicer attention to render it worthy of the public eye. At
prefent 1 am employed about an edition of Claudian ; which, God willing

!

fhall be publifhed in the courfe of this fummer. Thus circumftanced, I

confefs that I laid afide your letter, which feemed as if it would require more
pains to anfwer than were afterwards found neceflary, until I (hould enjoy a

few hours of uninterrupted leifure. This opportunity occurred only yefter-

day, of which, you fee, I made ufe.

It remains that I requeft you to receive favourably this attempt -, and if it

does not fully anfwer your expedlation, to alcribe the failure to any other

3 B 2 caufe
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omnia quam gratiflcandi tibi voluntatem defuiffe exiftimes. Brevltatt

ftudui, quod non opus efle putarem ea repetere, quce ad caufam con-

ftituendam a te bene dida funt. Latina lingua, ut aliquanto mihi

familiariore, ufusfum, ne mihi forte accideret, quod tibi Gallice fcri-

benti, Gallice licet bene do£lo, ufu venifle video, uti fcriberes, Un

d'lfferent que Scaliger ct If. VoJJlus out eu cnjemble ; unde aliquis col-

ligerit te putafle liticulam habuifle inter fe homines, quorum alter

novem annis poft alterius mortem natus eft. Habes, Gibbone,

Vir Humaniffime, nudum pedus et deditam tibi voluntatem et parata

ftudia

Matthije Gesneri..

Scrib. GoTTiNCJE, a. d. Xll Feb. Anno LVIII.

4. In quaeftione de annis CatuUi plane tuus fum, Gibbone Dodif-

fime, ne putes pigritia quadam me aflentiri malle tibi, quam tecum

difputare, primo hie reponam ipfa verba quse juvenis pofui in difpu-

tatione de annis ludifque fecularibus veterum Romanorum Vinarise

A. 1717,

caufe rather than my want of inclination to oblige you. Brevity was my

aim, becaufe it feemed unneceflary to repeat what you had fo well faid on

the fubjeft. I write in Latin, a language familiar to me, left I fhould com-

mit a miftake fimilar to that of which you, though well-fkilled in French, are

guilty, when you fay, Un different que Scaliger U' If. VoJJius ont eu enjemhle."

From which words it might be concluded, that a difference had fubfifted be-

tween thefe learned men, of whom the one died nine years before the other

was born. I remain fincerely, with much confideration, &c.

Matthew Gesner.

GoTTiNGEN, 1 2th February 1758.

4. As to the queftion concerning the age of Catullus, I am entirely of

your opinion ; and left you fhould think that I agree with you, merely be-

caufe, through lazinefs, I am unwilling to enter into an argument, I Ihall

iranfcribe the words of a thefis, which I defended in my youth forty years

I agoj
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A. lyij, atque adeo ante hos ipfos quadraglnta annos a me

habita, (p. 43.) Ctim hi ipfo carmine 7iihil Jit quod tion alio qiioqiie

fcjlo in J^iance honorem cani potuerit, &c. Dcinde confirmo tibi

me expendifTc eadem hora, qua ifla fcribcbam, eruditam difpu-

tationem tuam, contuliffe ipfas If. VofTu ad Catullum obfervationes

(edit. 1684, 4to. p. 81 etfeq.)^ et ea quas Jof. Scaliger a VofTio hie re-

futatus difputaverat ; inipexifle Ciceronis de Mamun-a locum, adhibu-

ifle Middletoni obfervationem ; et pofl: rem bene perceptam et per-

penfam, plane fecundum te, prseftantiffime Gibbone, pronuucio.

P.S. Rede mihi reddentur literje tu32 fi in pofterum quoque fcri-

bere ad me velis, vel folo meo nomine et urbis noftrai literis

infcripto ; vel fic, " A. M. le ProfefTeur Gefner, Confeiller de

" la Cour de fa Majefte' Britannique, a Gottingen." Sed fi via

videx-e titulos meos more Germanico dedudlos, en tibi excerptos

ex libro quintum edito Nordhufa; 1752, 8vo. Teutfch und

Franfofifch Titularbuch, p. 164:— " 'A Monfieur Monfieur

" Gefner.

ago, (p. 43. Weimar, 1717,) concerning the fecular years and games of

the Komans. " There is nothing in the poem which might not have been
" faid, had it been written for any other feftival in honour of Diana," &c,
I afibre you, that wichin this hour I have compared what is faid in your

learned diflertauon^ with If. VolTuis' remarks on Catullus, (edit. 1684, 410.

p. 81, ^ Jeq.) and thofe of Jof. Scaliger, whom he refutes. I alfo exa-

mined the paflage of Cicero concerning Mamurra, with Middleton's ob-

fervations on it; and having examined and well weighed the whole matter,

I pronounce fentence, moft excellent Gibbon, clearly in your favour.

P. S. Your letters will find me without any farther direflion than that of my
name and place of abod?, or addrefied to Mr. Profeffor Gefner, coun-

fellor of the Court of his Britannic Majefty, Gottingen. But if you

wifh to fee my titles expanded at full length after the German fafhion,

. here they are, copied from the French and German " Title-booi^,"

printed
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" Gefner, Confeiller de la Cour de fa Majefte Brltannlque,

*' Profefleur ordinaire de rUniverfite de Gottingue, Infpedteur

" General des Ecoles de I'EleQorat de Hanovre, Bibliothe-

" caire de TUniverfite, Diredeur du Se'minaire Philologique,

" Pre'fident de la Societe Royale de I'Eloquence Allemande, et

" Membre de la Societe Royale de Sciences de Gottingue, &c."

NuUus horum titulorum eft, quin aliquid certe temporis mihl

auferat : quse fola etiam caufa eft cur hue defcripfi : quod mihl

te credere fic putabo, fi quam breviflima infcriptione literarum

ad me utaris.

printed at Nordhaufen, 1752, 8vo. fifch edition, p. 164. " To Mr.
" Gefner, Counfellor of the Court of his Britannic Majefty, Profeflbr in

*' the Univerfity of Gottingen, Infpeflor General of the Schools of the

" Elciflorate of Hanover, Librarian of the Univerfity, Direftor of the

" Philological Seminary, Prefident of the Royal Society of German Elo-

" quence. Member of the Royal Society of Sciences at Gottingen," &c.

There is not one of thefe titles but deprives me of fome part of my
timci the only reafon for which I here fubjoin them ; which I (hall think

you believe, if your letter to me has as fhort a diredion as poffibie.
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N" VIII.

Mr, Gibbon a M. Gesner.

MONSIEUR.

T A multitude de vos occupations montrent a la fois votre merite,

la juftice qu'on lui rend, ma prefomption, et votre bonte. Que
j'envie le fort de ce petit nombre d'efprits fupe'rieurs dont les talens

toujours les memes, et toujours diverfifies, revetiflent avec une egale

facilite tous les caraderes que I'utilite' ou I'agrement des hommes

exige d'eux. J'applaudis encore au difcernement de ces princes qui

ofent e'carter les nuages dont la frivolite, I'envie, et la calomnie en-

vironnent leurs trones, qui rendent aux grands hommes de leurs

etats, une juftice que le public impartial leur rendoit depuis long tems»

et qui favent recompenfer leurs talens, en leur fourniflant de nouvelles

occafions de les developper. Voila une petite partie des re'flexions

qu'a fait naitre votre lettre ; fi j'en croyois mon inclination, elles

n'auroient point de bornes ; mais la raifon me dit que je dois me con-

tenter

Mr. Gibbon to Mr. Gesner..
SIR,

The multitude of your employments affords at once the proof of yoiif

own merit, of the juftice done to it by the public, of my prefumption, and

of your goodnefs. How enviable is the lot of that fmall number of fupe-

rior minds whofe talents are equally adapted to promote the purpofes either

of pleafure or utility ? The difcernment furely of thofe princes is worthy

of much applaufe, who, having ventured to dilTipate the clouds of envy, ca-

lumny, and frivolity, that ufually furround thrones, render to the truly great

men among their fubjefts a juftice which had been long done to them by

the impartial public, and reward their talents, by affording them new oppor-

tunities to difplay them. Thefe are but a fmall part of the reflexions occa-

fioned by your letter, and which, were I to confult my inclination only,

would extend to a great length ; but my reafon tells me, that I muft be

2 contented
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tenter de vous affurer de toute la reconnoiflance dont vous avez pc-

ne'tre un homme qui fe fera toujours gloire du titre de votre difciple.

Je vais dans peu de terns en Angleterre
;
je pourrois peut etre y

trouver I'occafion de vous prouver mes fentimens, ou du moins mom

commerce vous deviendra moins ennuyeux. Men fejour dans une

capitate e'claire'e me donnera une forte de merlte local. Incapable de

les imiter, je vous apprendrai de bonne-heure les travaux, et les de-

couvertes de nos favans. Gottingue mcrite bien qu'a mon tour je

vous demande quelles font les occupations de vos collegues et de vos

difciples, Un nouveau plaifir que j'envifage dans mon retour en Angle-

terre, c'eft la connoiifance de tous vos ouvrages. Mon premier foin

fera de me les procurer, et de les etudier comme mes meilleurs mo-

deles : pour m'aider dans cette recherche, je prendrai la liberte de

vous demander une lifte de tous ces morceaux curieux dont vousavez

enrichi la re'publique des lettres. Mon ignorance de plufieurs d'entre

eux excite a la fois ma joye et ma honte. ' Ma jeunefle, et le lieu

d'ou je datte mes lettres, font mon unique excufe.

Si

contented with afluring you, that you have filled with gratitude a man who

will always be proud of being called your fcholar. I go fhortly to England j

where, perhaps, I may find an opportunity of proving to you the fincerity

of my fentiments, at lead of rendering my correlpondence lefs tirefome.

My refidence in London will give me a fort of local ir.erir. I will fend you

early intelligence of the labours and difcoveries of our learned men, whofe

example 1 am unable to imitate ; and will expedl to learn, in return, what

is fo proper an objeft of curiofity, the occupations and ftudies of your col-

leagues and difcipl-es at Gottingen. At -my return to London 1 propofe to

myfelf a new jyleafure in coiietbing all your works, which I will make it my
firft bufinefs to procure; and for affifting me in this matter, muft requell that

you would give me the titles of all the curious pieces with which you have

enriched the republic of letters. My ignorance of many of them caufe5

both joy and fliame. It can only be excufed in confideration of my youth,

and the place from which this letter is dated.

If
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Si j'ofe propofer quelques nouveaux doutcs, vous favez mieux

que perfonne qu'il n'y a que la raifoH, ou du moins fon apparence

que foit abfolue. Soycz perfuade que moa unique but en difcutant

vos le9ons, c'eft de m'en rendre digne

:

*' Non ita certandi cupidus, quam propter amorem
" Quod te imitari aveo. Quid enim contendat hirundo

" Cycnis ; aut quidnam tremulis facere artubus hsedi

" Confimile in curfu poffint, ac fortis equi vis ?

" Tu pater et rerum inventor *."

Apres cette explication, je vous avouerai qu'il me refte encore quel-

ques nuages fur le Pifon de I'Art Poetique. Vous ne croyez pas que

les paroles d'Horace touchant Virgile, prouvent que ce poete fut en-

core vivant, et que I'oppofition eft plutot des anciens aux modernes

que des mots aux vivans. J'ai relu Tendroit, mais cette nouvelle

ledure, et les reflexions aux quelles elle a donne lieu, n'ont fait que
me confirmer dans ma premiere opinion. Horace trouvoit la langue

Latine

If I venture to propofe fome new doubts, it is becaufe you know better

than any one, that abfolute fubmifTion is due only to reafon, either real or
apparent. You will believe that my only motive for difcuffing your leflbns

is to render myfelf worthy of them:

*' Non ita certandi cupidus, quam propter amorem*."

After this apology, I muft confefs that I have ftill fome remaini'ng doubts
concerning the Pifo to whom Horace addrefles his Art of Poetry. You
think that the manner in which that poet fpeaks of Virgil does not prove the
latter to be ftill alive ; becaufe Horace does not oppofe the dead to the livintj

but the ancients to the moderns. I examined the paflage acrain, and that
new perufal excited reflexions which confirmed me more ftroncrly in mv
former opinion. Horace thought the Latin tongue too poor and barren and

* Lucret. de Rer. Natur. L, ill, ver. 5. et feq,

•VOL. 1. 3 c deficient
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Latine pauvre et trop fterile, pour exprimer les idees abftraltes que

les compagnons de Romulus, les patres, et les brigands ne connoif-

foient point : plufieurs de fes compatriotes lui avoient trouv^ le

meme defaut. Horace fouhaite de I'enrichir. II propofe pour cet

efFet aux Virgile, aux Varius, de travailler dans ce deflein, et d'em-

prunter du Grec quantlte' de termes energiques dont ils avoient

befoin. II leur offre fon fecours. C'eft un projet qu'il forme et non

une chofe deja faite qu'il juflifie. Par confe'quent I'avenir qu'il envi-

fage ne pent regarder que ceux d'entre les e'crivains qui vivoient en-

core. Par confe'quent I'Art Poe'tique fut compofe' avant I'an 735.

Le point de vue fous lequel je confidere ce paffage, ell fi bien celui du

poete lui meme, que celui ci finit cette oppofition par cette image

(une des plus vives et des plus juftes, que je connoifle)

:

" licuit femperque licebit

" Signatum prsefenti nota producere nomen *."

Le Iku'ity le pafle, regarde les Terence, les Caecilius, morts depuis long

temsj

deficient in words exprelTive of abftradl ideas, which were unknown to Ro-

mulus' companions, confifting of (hepherds and robbers. This imperfedion

had been remarked by others. Horace, wilhing to remedy ir, propofes

to tfie Virgils and Variufes^ to co-operate with him in this defign, by bor-

rowing from the Greek many energetic terms and phrafes which were want-

ing in Latin. He does not juftify a thing already done, but propofes a new

enterprife. The futurity which he looks to can only have a reference to

authors ftill alive. The Art of Poetry was therefore wrJtten before the year

of Rome feven hundred and thirty-five. This explanation agrees fo well

with the poet's thought, that his oppofition between the dead and living

poets, concludes with one of the jufteft and liveliefl: images that I ever

remember to have met with :

" licuit femperque licebit

" Signatum prsfenti nota producere nomen *."

The licuit has a reference to the Terences and the CeciliufeSj who were long

* Horat. de Art. Poet. ver. 59.

dead

;
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tcms ; le licch'it^ le futur, Ics Varlus, Ics Virgile, ccux qui ctoient

encore en etat d'en profiter *.

Mais, elites vous, dans ce terns meme le jeune Pifon pouvoit

avoir dix ans ;
Grotius faifoit bien des vers a cet age. Je le

fais : mais les Grotius font ils bien comniuns ; combien d'enfans

trouverez vous de dix ans, qui ayent non-feulement afTez de feu pour

faire des vers, mais encore aflez de reflexion pour en juger fenfe-

ment ? II n'eft pas meme vraifemblable qu'a I'age de vingt ans

Pifon. le pere eut deja des enfans. Vous favez combien rares etoient

les mariages fous Augufte ; combien I'exemple de Germanicus

paroiflbit admirable % ;
combien la pauvrete§, la debauche, et I'orgueil,

* Cette explication efl d'autant plus vraifemblable, que dans fes ouvrages, Virgile s'eft

plutot pique de faire revivre de vieux mots, que d'en emprunter de nouveaux du
Grec. Je doute meme qu'on puifle trouver un feul endroit oii il ait fuivi le confeil

d'Horace.

arretolent

dead; the licehit, in the future, to the Variufes and Virgils, who were flill

alive, and might avail themfclves of the maxim f

.

You fay that Pifo's eldeft fon might be ten years old when the Art of
Poetry was publifhed ; an age at which Grotius wrote verfes. Grotius did

fo ; but how few boys of that age have not only the fire to write, but the

-judgment to criticife poetry ? It is not likely that Pifo the father Ihould

have children at the age of twenty. You well know the paucity of mar-
riages under Auguftus, which rendered the conjugal felicity of Germanicus
an example fo much admired X ; pride, poverty §, and debauchery, deterred

f This explanation is the more probable, becaufe Virgil appears in his works to
value himfelf rather on reviving old words, than on borrowing new ones from the
Greek. I doubt whether a fingle paffage can be pointed out, in which he followed
Horace's advice.

t Suet. L. ii. c. 34. § Tacit. Anna!, ji, c. 37,

3 c 2 the



3^0 LETTERS TO AND FROM

arretolent la nobleffe dans le celibat, furtout pendant les guerrcs-

civiles qui defolerent la terre, pendant la premiere jeunefTe de Pifon^

Les loix d'Augufte ne font qu'indiquer la grandeur du mal *, et Ics

premieres de ces loix furent promulguees plus de trente ans apre's la

naifllmce de Pifonf. Si Ton compte une generation ordinaire ysuza a.

trente trois ans :]:, il paroit que fous le commencement de I'empire,

on devroit les poufler plutot jufqu'a quarante ans, que de les re'duire

a vingt. Je conviens que ce ne font la que des probabilite's, mais dans,

la fcience de la critique, il paroit que les probabilite's doivent faire

difparokre les poffibilites, et ceder a leur tour aux preuves. Je ne

crains rien de ce principe. L'autorite d'un Porphyrion n'a pas affez

de force parmi les favans, pour pouvoir jamais former un raifonne-

ment. Tout ce qu'elle pourroit faire, cefe roit d'en appuyer un deja

prouvc. Les anciens ne donnoient point a Porphyrion la premiere

place parmi les commentateurs d'Horace §, et les modernes, Mon-
• fieur

the Roman nobles from marriage, efpecially amidft the civil wars, which,

during Pifo's youth, defolated the earth. Auguftus' laws on that fubjeft

only prove the greatnefs of the evil * ; and Pifo was thirty years old, before

the firfl; of thofe laws was enacted f. If an ordinary generation is computed

at thirty-three years j:, the generations under the firft emperors ought rather

to be extended to forty, than reduced to twenty years. Thefe, I acknow-

ledge, are but probabilities ; but in the fcience of criticifm probabilities de-

ftroy poffibilities, and are themfelves deftroyed by proofs. This principle

is not to be controverted. The authority of Porphyrio is of too little weight

among the learned to be the foundation of an argument; it might at beft

help to prop an argument, otherwife well fupported. The ancients do not

affign to him the fiift rank among Horace's commentators § ; and the mo-

* Dion. Hift. Rom. L. Ivi. p. 570.

f Horat. Carm. Secular, v. 17, &c. Torrent de Lege Julia ad Caic. Horat. p. 75, &c.

% Herodot. L. ii. Newton Chronol. Emeiidat. p. 41.

$ Vid. Vitam Horat. fine nomine Autoris.

I derns.
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fieur Dacler furtout, lui out trouve beaucoup d'erreurs. Je ne

fens pas d'ailleurs la force de la premiere de vos hypothefes. SI

Pifon avoit eu fon fils a I'age de trente ans, celui ci pouvoit en

avoir feize, lorfque Horace lui ecrivit, age, fuivant vous, qui repond

aux conditions requifes. AiH-iez vous oublie dans ce moment qu' Ho-

race mourut en 745, quand Pifon lui meme n'avoit que 40 ans ?

2. Je ne doute pas un inftant qu'Horace n'ait eu en vue, dans la troi-

fieme Ode du troifieme Livre, de faire voir aux Remains que fi leur

prince afpiroit aux honneurs divins, Viamqiie affeSlat Olympo^ il les me-

ritoit par fes exploits, dont la grandeur egaloit celle des plus fameux

htros, d'un Bacchus, d'un Hercule, d'un Romulus, he'ros, qui meprifant

les efforts des humains, et appaifant la haine des Dieux, s'etoient fraye

un chemin jufq'aux palais des immortels. Mais a t'il voulu faire cefler

les clameurs du peuple fur I'infame Aiu^exa^soj ? j'en doute. i. Les

dates y repugnent. Suetone ne marque pas celle du AwJ^^ca^eof ; mais

nous

dcrns, particularly Mr. Dacier, find in him many errors. I do not fee any

ground for your firft hypothefis. If Pifo had a fon when he was thirty years

old, this fon might be fixteen when Horace wrote his Art of Poetry j an age

which you think agrees with every quality required in him. Did you not

forget, in writing this fentence, that Horace died in feven hundred and forty-

five, when Pifo himfelf was only forty years old ?

2. I think it certain that Horace, in the third ode of his third book,

meant to fhow the Romans, that if their prince afpired to divine honours,

Viamque affeHat Olymfo, he well merited them by his exploits, which rivalled

thofe of the greateft heroes, Bacchus, Hercules, and Romulus, who, after

trampling on their human enemies, and appeafing the jealoufy of the gods,

had opened for themfelves a road to the palace of the immortals. But did

the poet alfo intend, by this ode, to refift and deftroy the clamours of the

people concerning the infamous fupper of the twelve gods ? I think he did

not. 1. This defign does not agree with chronology. Suetonius does not

tell us the date of this fupper j but fuice Mark Antony mentioned it, in his

letters
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nous favons toujours que puifque Marc Antolne la rapella dans les

lettres a fon rival *. Elle arriva avant la derniere brouillerie des

triumvirs, ou avant I'an 721. Suivant Bentley f dont vous adoptez

les idces, Horace compofa Ic troiiieme livre des Odes dans la qua-

rante dcuxieme, et la quarante troifieme anne'e de fon age, c'eft a dire»

en 728 et 729. Une juftification venue fept ou huit ans apres coup,

bieu loin de faire plaifir a Augufte n'auroit fervi qu'a faire revivre

la memoire de ces exces, que la politique du prince, et la reconnoii-

fance du peuple avoient plonge dans I'oubli. 2. Augufte foupa avec

onze hommes, ou femmes, pareillement equippes en divinites. Ho-

race elevoit bien Augufte a la table des dieux, purpurea libit ore

ne£lar; mais y placoit il aufli tous fes compagnon ? L'honneur

feroit devenu bien banal, et un tel pane'gyrique n'eut pas e'te fort

eloigne de la fatyre. Je conviens bien du refte avec vous, que trouvcr

le plan d'un mor9eau de poefie Lyrique, eft un but plus defirable

que

letters to Auguftus *, it muft have happened before the laft quarrel of the tri-

umvirs. According to Bendey f , whofe opinion you adopt, Horace wrote

the third book of his odes in the forty- fecond and forty-third years of his

age; that is, in the feven hundred and twenty-eighth and feven hundred and

twenty-ninth years of Rome. An apology for Auguftus' debaucheries,

written feven years after they happened, could have only ferved to revive the

memory of enormities, which the policy of that prince and the gratitude of

the Romans had long configned to oblivion. 2. Auguftus fupped with

eleven men and women, who, as well as himfelf, were adorned with the

emblems of divinities. The poet feated Auguftus at the table of the gods^

furfureo b'tbit ore neSlar ; but can we reafonably fuppofe that he meant to

place there the companions of his feaft ? This would have been to render

the honour too common; and his panegyric would have degenerated into a fa-

tire. I agree with you, that it is rather defirable than neceflary to difcover the

* Suet. L. ii. c 70. t Bentley in Prxfat. ad Herat.

2 plan
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que neceflaire. Les Lyrlques out toujours eu le privilege de prendre

un vol que rimagination admire, et que la tiniide ralfon n'ofe criti-

quer. Dans I'ode dont nous parlons, que ce de'faut, ii e'en eft uu,

eft rachete par de grandes beaute's ! Les deux premieres ftrophes font

fentir quel efiet, I'union de la philofophie avec la poefie, pent produire:

le jujltim et te?iacem propoftti virum eft le fage des ftoiciens leur

roi *, leur feul heureux. La juftice formoit toutes fes refolutions •

une conftance inebranlable le rendoit ardent a les fuivre f. Ua
tel homme au deffus des paiBons et des prejuge's, n'y jettolt quelque-

fois les yeux que pour s'ecrier,

" O! curas homlnum ! O! quantum in rebus inane !"

S'il eft honteux pour I'efpece humaine de n'avoir jamais produit cet

homme ; il lui eft bien honorable d'avoir fu en former un tableau.

Quelle gradation dans les images ! fon fage reTifteroit aux clameurs

d'une:

plan of an ode ; the writers of Lyric poetry having always enjoyed the pri-

vilege of fearing to heights, which, if admired by fancy, mufl not be
criticifed by reafon. This fault, if it be one, is compehfated by great

beauties. The two firft ftanzas prove the wonderful efficacy of poetry

when combined with phiiofophy. The.jujlum & tenacem propofili virum is the

fage of the Stoics, their king *, and only happy man; all whofe defigns are

juft, and inflexibly purfued f. Such a being, exempt from pafTions and
prejudices, never cafts his eyes on the tumults of human life, without ex-

claiming,

" O 1 curas hominum ! O ! quantum in rebus inane !""

To the difgrace of mankind, fuch a charafter never exifted j but it is not

a fmall honour for the fpecies, that fuch perfect virtue has been defcribed and
reliOied. The climax is beautiful. The fage would refift the clamorous

* Horat. Serm, L. i. Serm. ill, ver. 124.

f Cicero pro Muren^e, c, 29. De la Mothe le Vayer, torn. i. p. 606, &c. de la
Vcrtu des I'ayens.

fury
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d'une multitude forcenee. Mais la colere du peuple s'appaife avec la

meme facilitc qu'elle s'eft allumee. II rncpriferoit les menaces d'uR

tyran furieux ; mais les cceuis des tyrans fe font quelquefois laifle

fie'chir: II entcndroit fans fremir le bruit des ternpetes fourdes aux

cris des malheureux. Mais la fortune a fouvent fauve les viftimes a

la fureur des flots. Egal a. Jupiter, il n'en craindroit par la foudre.

I^i Timaglnation s'arrete en tremblant. Elle craint pour le poete

une chute foible ou outre'e ; elle ne fent point d'image fupe'rieure au

courroux du maitre des Dieux et des hommes. Avec quel etonne-

ment admire t'elle le genie du poete, quand elle lit, " II recevra fans

" fourciller le choc de I'univers e'croule, ou une meme deftru(a;ion de-

*' voit enve'lopper, les hommes, les e'le'm.ens, et lesDieux eux memes*."

Te m'arrete. Peut etre ces re'flexions- vous ennuyent : en ce cas,

c'eft ma faute. J'aurai cependant rempli men but qui e'toit de faire

voir le point de vue fous lequel je confidere I'e'rudition la plus grande.

Comme

furv of a mad multitude -, but this popular rage is often appealed as eafily as

it is kindled. He would defpire the direats of a furious tyrant: but the

hearts of tyrants fometimes relent with compaffion. He would hear without

terror the raging tempeft, which overpowers the cries of the wretched ; but

fortune has often refcued vidlims from the boifterous waves. He would not

dread the thunder of Jupiter : here the trembling imagination paufcs, fear-

ing left the poet fiiould either fink into meannefs, or fwell into bombaft j be-

caufe it feems impoffible to conceive a bolder image than the enraged maftcr

of oods and men. But our fear is converted into admiration, .when, we

read " he would fuftain unterrified the crafliing fhock of the univcrfe,

" by which the elements, men, and gods are involved in one common
'' ruin*." I ftop here, left my refleftions ftiould tire you; which, if they

do, it muft be my fault. I fliall have attained, however, my purpofe,

which was to (how the point of view under which I confider the moft pro-

found erudition. Regarded as a mean or inftrument, it merits our higheft

» PJin. L. vi. Epift. 20.

admiration

:
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Comme moyen, elle merite toute notre admiration ; comme fin der-

niere, tout notre mepris.

3. Vous connoiilez, Monfieur, ce fameux pafl'ige de Velleius Pater-

cuius *, qui a donne tant de peine aux favans. Le voici : Ita Dru"

Jus qui a patre ad id ipfum plurimo pridcm igne emicans incendiiim

militaris tumult/is mijfus erat, prifca antiqudque feveritate ufus^ and-

pitia fibi tarn rem qtiam exemplo per?iiciofa, et his ipfis niUituni gla-

/iiis, qiiihus obfcjfus erat, obfidentcs cocrcuit. II ne paroit pas qu'on

en puifle tirer quelques fens raifonnable. II faut abfolument le fup-

pofer, ou inutile, ou corrompu. Auffi tous les critiques, qui out tra-

vaille fur cet auteur, ont ils effaye de le retablir. Burerius, Acida-

lius, Grutar, Boecleras, Heinfius, Burman, ont tous fourni des con-

jectures plus ou moins vraifemblables, mais que je ne me propofe

pas de difcuter. II vaudra mieux, je crois, vous en offrir une de ma
fa^on, et vous laiffer juge de fon plus, ou moins de probabilite.

Au lieu de la lecon reyue, je lirai, Prifca antiqmqtiefeveritate, fusus

ancipitiafibi tarn re quain exemplo pcrniciofa. II faute auX yeux com-
bien ce leger changement prefente un fens net. II eft aife' de faire

voir

admiration ; but confidered as an ultimate end, it is entitled to nothino- but

contempt.

3. You remember. Sir, that famous paflage of Velleius Paterculus * which

has given fo much trouble to the learned. It is as follows : * * s- *

It feems unfufceptible of any meaning, and muft be fuppofed either defec-

tive or corrupt. All the critics, therefore, who have examined it, endeavour

to reftore the text. Burerius, Acidalius, Gruterj Boeclerus, Heinfius, Bur-

man, have, all of them, given conjeftures more or lefs probable, which

I fhall not here difcufs. I (ball rather fubmit an emendation of my own to

your judgment. Inftea'dof the common reading, I would fubftiuite Prifca

mitiqudquejEveritatCy fusus ancipitiafibi tarn re quam exemplo pernicioja. We
fee iit once that this fmall alteration produces a clear and diftinft fenfej and

* Veil. Paterc. L. ii. c. 125.

tVQL. I. J D the
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voir qu'elle eft des plus conformes a I'analogie de la langue, et a

la verite de I'liiftoirc. Les. meilleurs grammairiens reconnoiffent

aujourdhui, que les Latins, fautc d'une forme moyenne a leurs

verbes, fe font fouvent fervi des participes d'une terminaifon paffive

dans un fens adif *'. Qu'ainfi ils ont dit juratus^ pimitus^ pour

dire qui juravh, qui punivit. On trouve meme pcragratus dans ce

fens, dans Velleius lui meme f. K\w{\ fufus ,
pour exprimer Tadtion

de Drufus, ne doit pas e'tonner. L'hiftoire efl; e'galement favorable

a notre corredion. Drufus (fuivant Tacite) arrive au camp des

rebelles %. Ses ordres font me'prife's, fes ofFres deviennent fuf-

pe(fl:es. Les foldats le tiennent prifonnier dans le camp, ils outragent

fes amis, ils ne cherchent qu'un pre'texte pour commencer le carnage;

quel danger pour fa perfonne ! Sihi aiidpitia tarn re. On connolt

la fe'verite de la difcipline Romaine. Les chefs e'toient pour les

foldats, des dieux ; leurs ordres, des oracles. Quel renverfement de

toutes ces maximes ! Qijel funefte exemple pour I'avenir, que

la

the correftion may be proved to be equally conformable to the analogy of

the Latin tongue, and agreeable to the truth of hiftory. The beft gram-

marians acknowlege that the Latin, not having a middle voice, admits of a

pafTive participle in an adlive fignification *. Thus, juratus, piinitus, feme-

times denote qui juravit, qui furavit. We find peragratus ufed in this

meaning by Veileius himfelf f. Fu/us may therefore, without impropriety,

denote the aftion of Drufus. Hiftory alfo favours this correftion. Ac-

cording to Tacitus, when Drufus arrived in the camp of the rebels, his or-

ders were difobeyed, his offers fufpedted, the foldiers made him prifoner,

they infulted his friends, and waited only for a pretence to begin the Daughter.

Such were the dangers that threatened his perfon.' Sibi ancipitia tarn re. The

feverity of the Roman difcipline is well known. The generals were the gods

of the foldiers, and their orders received as oracles. But ancient maxims

were now overturned ; and the fedition of the Pannonian legions created an

V.Burmanad Vell.Paterc. L. ii. c 97. Perlzon. adSan£t.Minerv. L. i. c. 15. n.4.

I Veil. Paterc L, ii. c. 97. % Tacit. Annal. i. c. 24, &c.

example
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la fedltlon des k'gions Pannoniennes ! Le fanatlfine, qui a fait tant

dc maux, fit cette fois du bien : une cclipfc dc lune etonna les

Ibidats, et fauva le prince.

J'ai lu avec plaifir, IMonfieur, votre explication dc la difficulte de

Juftin. J'admire avec combien d'art vous formez un tiflu de la

narration des auteurs differens, pour raffembler des rayons e'pars de

lumiere dans un meme foyer. Si vous n'y avez pas pu porter toute

la nettete defirable, je crois qu'on doit s'en prendre uniquement aux

tffnebres de I'antiquite' et a la brie'vete de Juftin lui meme.

RafTure par votre fuffrage, je n'ai plus de crainte fur mon ide'e

touchant la mort de CatuUe. Auparavant je la trouvois vraifemblable

;

a prefent je commence a la rcgarder comme certaine.

J'ai I'honneur d'etre, avec la plus haute confideration et la plus

parfaite eftime, Monfieur, &c
Edward Gibbon.

example nioft pernicious to pofterity. Superftition, which does fo much
evil, here did good : an eclipfe of the moon frightened the foldiers, and

faved the life of the general.

I read with much pleafure your folution of the difficulty in Juftin ; and

admire your fkill in extrading a regular narrative, by bringing the fcactered

lights in authors to one focus. If any uncertainty ftill remains, it mull be

afcribed to the darknefs of antiquity and Juftin's brevity.

Your fuffrage removes all fear about the folidicy of my conjefture con-

cerning the death of Catullus, I formerly thought it probable, but begin

now to regard it as certain. I have the honour to remain, with the highefl:

confideration and moft perfect efteem, yours, Sec.

Edward Gibbon,

302
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N" IX.

This Letter, in the edrly hand-writingof Mr. Gibbon, (probably about

the time of his firll leaving Laufanne,) feems to be under the afllimed

charafler of a SwediOi traveller, v.'riting to a Swifs friend, delineating

the defeats he difcovered in the government of Berne. In pointing

out thofe defefts he feems to have had the intention of fuggefting.

remedies ; but, as he is entering on this topic, the manufcript ends

abruptly. The excellence of this curious paper will apologize for

its great length.

•VTON, mon cher ami, je ne veiix point etre cofmopolite. Loin de

moi ce titre faftueux, fous lequel nos philofophes cachent une

egale indifference pour tout le genre humain. Je veux aimer ma

patrie, et pour aimer, il me faut des prefe'rences : mais ou je me

trompe, ou mon coeur eft fufceptible de plus d'une. Quand j'aurois

tout facrifie pour la Suede, mon pays natal, je ne me ferois point

encore acquitte envers elle
;
je lui dois la vie et la fortune : mais

que cette vie feroit trifte, que cette fortune me feroit a charge,

fi, expatric des ma tendre jeunefle, votre pays n'eut pas forme mon

gout

No ; my dear friend, I will not be a citizen of the world ; I rejeft with

fcorn that proud title, under which our philofophers conceal an equal indif-

ference for the whole human race. I will love my country j and to love ic

above all others, there mud be reafons for my preference : but, if I am not

miftaken, my heart is fufceptible of affeilion for more countries than one.

Did I facrifice all to Sweden, I fhould only pay ray debt of gratitude to the

land in which I was born, and to which I owe my life and fortune. Yet

life and fortune would have been but melancholy burthens, if, after my ba-

nilhment from home in early youth, your country had not formed my tafte

X and
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gout et ma ralfon a dcs moeurs molns groffieres que Ics notres ! fe

me montrerois indigne de ces bienfaits, s'il ne m'avoient pas inrpirc la

plus vive reconnoiffance. Aujourd'hui que la Suede, tranquille a I'abri

des loix, n'exige de les cnfans que de fentir leur bonheur, je puis,

fans Toffenfer, jetter uu regard fur le pays de Vaud, mon autre

patrie, me rejouir avec vous de fes avantages, et compatir a fes

maux.

Votre climat eft beau, votre terroir fertile ; vous avez pour le

eommerce interieur des facilite's, dont il ne tient qu'a vous de pro-

filer. Mais je confidere plutot les habitans, que I'habitation. On
va cliercher les philofophes a Londres. Paris attire dans fon fein

tous ceux qui n'aiment que la douceur de la focie'te. Votre pays le

cede a ces deux capitales, la ou clles brillent ; mais cependant il

re'unit tous leurs avantages refpeftifs ; il eft le feul ou tout a la fois

on ofe penfer, et on fache vivre. Que vous manque t'il ? la liberte'

:

et prives d'elle, tout vous manque.

Cette

and reafcn, and taught me mere refined morals than our own. I fhould

prove myfclf unworthy of this goodnefs, did it not infpire me with the live-

lieft gratitude : and now that Sweden, enjoying tranquillity under the pro-

tedion of laws, requires nothing from its fubjedts but a juft fenfe of their

happinefs, I may direct my attention, without offence, to the Pais de Vaud,

my fecond country ; rejoicing with you in its advantages, or commiferating

its misfortunes.

You enjoy a fine climate, a fertile foil, and have conveniencies for internal

commerce, from which great benefit might be derived. But I confider the

people rather than their territory. Philofophy fiourilbes in London ; Paris

is the centre of thofe attradted by the allurements of polifhed fociety. Your

country, though inferior to thofe capitals, yet unites in fome meafure their

refpedive advantages : fince it is the only country whofe inhabitants, while

they think freely and boldly, live politeJy and elegandy. What then is

wanting ? Liberty ; and deprived of it, you have loft your all.

This
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Cette veritc vous furprend, elle vovis blelTe. Pouvoir dire que

nous ne fommes pas libres, me repondez vous, prouve que nous le

fommes. II le prouveroit peut etre, fi j'ccrivois a Laufi:muc, ou plutot

la meme il nc prouveroit ricn. Vos maitrcs connoiflent la inaxime

du Cardinal Mazarin, de vous iaifler parler, pourvu que vous les

laifliez agir. Ainfi le proces n'eft point encore juge.

Si j'ccrivois pour le peuple je m'addrenerois a fes paflions
;
je le

ferois fouvenir de cette maxime de tons les teins, que dans les repub-

liques, ceux qui font libres, font plus libres, et ccux qui font

efclaves, plus efclaves que partout ailleurs. Mais avec un ami tel

que vous, je ne dois chercher que la verite', et n'empioyer que la

raifon. Quand je compare votre etat avec celui de vos voiflns, c'efl

avec plaifir que je le prononce heureux. Traverfez votre lac et vos

montagnes, vous trouverez partout un peuple digne d'un meilleur

fort ; fa raifon abrutie par la fuperftition, le patrimoine de fes

peres, et le fruit de fon induflrie, en proye au partifan, ou au

huflard.

This truth furprifes and offends you. The right of complaining, you

anfwer, that we are not free, is a proof of our liberty. If I v/roce at Lau-
fanne, the argument would have weight; yet even there, it would not be

convincing ; for your mafters are not ignorant of Cardinal Mazarine's maxim,

and are willing to allow you to talk, provided you allow them to a.6i ; fo that

the procefs is not yet determined.

If I wrote for the people 1 would fpeak to their pafTions, and hold a lan-

guage repeated in all ages, that under republics, thofe who are free are more

free, and thofe who are endaved, more enflaved, than under any other form

of government. But with a friend like you I would feek only the maxims
of truth, and employ only the arguments of reafon. When I compare

your condition with that of furrounding nations, I can fincerely congratulate

you on your happinefs. "Whenever we quit the neighbourhooc' of your lake

and mountains, we find men who, chough worthy of a better fate, are

plunged in the moft abjefl; fuperftition; whofe property and induftry are the

fpoils
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hufTard. Sa vie facrifiee a tout moment au caprice d'un fcul

homme, qui, lorfqu'il entend parler dc vingt milles de fes fem-

blables, morts dans le fervice de fon ambition, dira froidement, qu'ils

ont fait leur devoir.

Vous au contraire profefTez un Chriftianifme, ramene a la divine

purete de fon inftitution, enfeigne par de dignes pafteurs, a qui on

permet de fe faire aimer, de fe faire relpedler, mais non de fe faire

craindre. Votre union avec le Corps Helvetique vous a afTure

depuis deux fiecles une paix unique dans I'hiftoire. Vos impots

font petits, I'adminiftration douce. On n'entend point parler parmi

vous de ces fentences fans proces, fans crime, fans accufateur, qui

arrachent un citoyen du milieu de fa famille. L'on ne voit jamais

le fouverain, on le fent rarement. Cependant fi la liberte confifte

a n'etre foumis qu'a des loix, dont I'objet efl le bien commun de la

fociete', vous n'etes point libre.

Quand

fpoils of a licentious foldiery ; and whofe lives are ready every moment to

be facrificed to the caprice of one man, who, when he hears that twenty

thoufand of his fellow- creatures have fallen facrifices to his ambition, is

contented with faying coldly, •' they have done their duty."

You, on the contrary, enjoy a Chriftianity brought back to the purity of

its original principles, taught publicly by worthy minifters, who are loved

and refpedled, but who have it not in their power to become the objefts of

fear. Your connedion with the Swifs cantons has preferved to you the

bleffings of peace two centuries ; a thing unexampled in hiftory. Your
taxes are moderate ; and the public adminiftration is gentle. You have not

to complain of thofe arbitrary fentences, which, without any form of legal

procedure, without an accufer, and without a crime, have been known to

tear citizens from the bofoms of their families. The fovereign is never

feen J the weight of his authority is rarely felt: yet if liberty confifts in

being fubjeft to laws, which impartially confult the interefls of all the mem-
bers of the commuiiity, you do not enjoy that blcffing.

a When
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Quand la violence dcs uns, et la foiblefle des autres, ont rendn

necefl'aires les focie'tcs civiles, il a fallu renoncer a cette independancc

fi chere, et fi pernicieufe. II a fallu que toutes les volonte's particu-

lieres fe fondifl'ent dans une volonte generalc ; i\ laquelle des punitions

regle'es obligeaffent chaque citoyen de conformer fes a£tions. Qu'il

eft de'li'cat, ce pouvoir de fixer la volonte gene'rale ! En quelles mains

dolt on le remettre? Sera-ce a un monarque des-lors abfolu. Je

fais que I'interet blen entendu du prince ne fe peut se'parer d'avec

celul de fon peuple, et qu'en travaillant pour lui, 11 travaille pour

fol meme. Tel eft le langage de la philofophle. Mais ce langage

n'eft pas un de ceux que les pre'cepteurs font etudler aux rois ; et fi

un heureux naturel leur en donne quelque idee, leurs paffions, ou

celles d'un minlftre, d'un confefleur, d'une maitrefTe, I'eflacent blen-

tot. Le peuple ge'mlt, mais il faut qu'il alt gcmi long terns, avant

que fon maitre s'appercolve qu'il eft de I'interet d'un berger de con-

ferver fon troupeau. II faut done que le pouvoir le'glflatlf folt par-

tage.

When the injuftice of fome, and the weaknefs of others, fliowed the ne-

cefTity for civil fociety, individuals were obliged to renounce their beloved,

but pernicious, independence. All particular wills were melted down into

the oeneral will of the public ; by which, under the fanflion of definite pu-

nifhments, men became bound to regulate their conduit. But it is a matter

of the utmofl delicacy to determine with whom that general will ought to

be depofited. Shall it refide in the breaft of a prince, who thereby be-

comes abfolute ? I know that the true interefts of a prince can never be

feparated from thofe of his people, and that in exerdng himfelf for their be-

nefit, he labours for his own. This is the language of philofophy, but it is

feldom fpoken by the preceptors of princes ; and if the latter fometimcs

read it in their own hearts, the impreffion is fpeedily efi'aced by contrary

paffions, in themfelves, their confefibrs, their minifters, or miftreffes. The

groans of the people are not foon heard ; and their mafier learns only by a

fatal experience, that it is the intereft of a fhepherd to preferve his flock.

The legidative power, thereforCj cannot fafely be entrufted to a fingle per-

Ibn.
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tagc. Uii confeil dont les membres s'eclaircnt et fc contlennent Ics

uns les autres, paroit en etre un de'pofitalre bien choili. Mais la

liberte attache a ce confeil une condition fondamentale. Elle veut

que chaque ordre des citoyens, chaque partie de I'e'tat, y ait fes re-

prefentans inte'reffcs a s'oppofer a toute loi qui feroit nuifible a. fes

droits, ou contraire a'fon bonheur, puifqu'eux memes en fentiroient

les premiers, les mauvais efFets. Une telle aflemble'e fera rarement

des fautes grofiieres, et fi elle paye quelquefois le tribut a I'humanite'.

elle peut rougir de fes erreurs, et les leparer auffi tot. Ce portrait

eft il le votre ? J'entre dans voire pays, je vols deux nations dif-

tingue'es par leurs droits, leurs occupations, et leurs moeurs. L'une,

compofe'e de trois cens families, eft nee pour commander ; I'autre, de

cent mille, n'eft forme'e que pour obeir. Toutes les pretenfions Iiu-

miliantes des monarques hereditaires fe renouvellent a votre e'gard,

et deviennent encore plus humiliantes de la part de vos egaux. La

comparaifon de vos deux e'tats, vous eft trop facile. Rien ne vous

aide a rcloigner.

Ua

fon. A council, whofe members mutually infl:ru£l, and muiually ^fieck,

each other, appears to be its proper depofitory. But in this council one

condition is elTentially requifite. It mull confift of deputies from every or-

der in the ftate, interefted by their own fafety in oppofing every regulation

inconfiftent with the happinefs of that order to which they belong. Such a

council will rarely be guilty of grofs errors ; and Ihould this fometimes hap-

pen, it will foon blufli for, and repair them. Is this the pifture of your

legiflature ? When I furvey your country, I behold two nations, diftinflly

charaderifed by their rights, employments, and manners; the one, con-

fifling of three hundred families, born to command; the other, confifting of

an hundred thoufand, doomed to fubmiflion. The former are invefted, as a

body, with all the prerogatives of hereditary monarchs, which are the more
humiliating to you their lubjeds, becaufe they belong to men apparently

your equals. The comparifon between yourfelves and them is made every

moment •, no circumftance tends to conceal it from your fancy.

v,oi.. I. 3 E A coun-
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Un confell de trois cens perfonnes decide de tons vos intercts en

dernier xefTort, et fi fes inte'rets et les votres ne font pas d'accordj qui

doit remporter? Non feulement ce fenat eft Ic'giflateur, mais il exe-

cute fes propres lois:: Cette union de deux puiflances qu'on ne devoit

jamais reunir, les rend chacune plus formidables. Quand ellcs font

feparees, la puifllxnce le'giflative redoute les reTolutions violentes ; elles

fcroient inutiles, fi Ton n'armoit pas les mains de la puiffance qui les

doit exe'cuter, et cette puiflance eft toujours fa rivale, et fon contre-

poids. Mais ce n'cft pas affez que cette union aiguife le glaive de

de I'autorite' publique, elle le remet encore dans un plus petit nombre

de mains : dans le dernier fiecle le grand confeil de Berne fe renouvel-

loit lui meme ; c'etoit deja un pas vers I'oligarchie : pourquoi ex-

clure des elections le corps de la Bourgeoifie ? Alors meme le gou-

vernement s'appuyoit fur un fondement aflez e'troit. Bientot des

inconveniens fe firent fentir ; la brigue, la ve'nalite, la de'bauche, fig-

naloient I'entree des citoyens dans le confeil fouverain, et les riches

ambitieux

A council of three hundred perfons is the fovereign umpire of your dearefl:

interefts, which will always be facrificed when they clafh with their own.

This council is invefted with the executive, as well as the legidative, power

;

two branches of authority which can never be united, without rendering each of

them too formidable to the fubjefl:. When they belong to different perfons,.

or aiTemblies, the legiflature will not venture to form violent refolutions,

becaufe thefe would be of no avail, unlefs they were carried into execution

by another power, always its rival, and often its antagonift. The fword of

authority is not only fharpened by this union, but is thereby confined to a

fmaller number of hands. In the laft century the great council of Bern be-

gan to eleft its own members j which was a great ftep towards ohgarchy,.

iince it excluded from eleftions the citizens at large, and thereby narrowed the

bafis of the government. But this arrangement was liable to other inconve-

niencies. Intrigue, venality, and debauchery fignalifed the admifiion of citi-

zens into the fovereign council ; and ambitious men fquandered their wealth,

I that
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ambltleux donnoient tout, pour pouvoir tout invaliir. Une deputa-

tion revocable tie vingt fix confeillers, etablie dcs I'cnfance de la re-

publique, pour veiller a I'execution des loix, devint chargee du foiri

de remplir les places de ce grand confeil dont elle-meme tiroit fon

origine. On y ajoutoit feize fe'nateurs choifis de' la maniere la

plus favorable aux fadieux. lis pofledoient d'abord leur pouvoir

coUedlivement, iBais peu a peu I'interet particulier leur fit entendre

qu'il valoit mieux permettre a cliacun de nommer {on fils, fon

gendre, et fon parent. Les families puifTantes qui dominoient alors

dans le fJnat, y domlnent encore. Les de Wattevilles, et les

Steiguers, y rempliflent une trentaine de places. Le commerce inte'^

refle de bienfaits, ou i'on paffe dans le petit confeil par les fuffrages de

fes parens, pour faire entrer de nouveaux parens dans le grand confeil^

a deja reduit le nombre das families qui fiegent dans celui-ci, a en-

viron quatre vingt. Ces maifons fouveraines ont un e'gal me'pris pour

ceux que le droit naturel auroit du rendre leurs concitoyens, et

pour

that they might purchafe a right to indulge their rapacity. A committee of

fix counfellors, eftablifhed in the infancy of the republic, to watch the exe-

cution of the laws, and whofe offices were held at pleafure, became entrufted

with the power of naming the members of the grand council, by which this

committee itfelf was appointed. Its number was augmented by fixteen fe-

nators, chofen in the manner moft favourable to the defigns of fadtion. They
exercifed their power at firfl: colleftively, but by degrees they came to un-

derftand that their particular interefts would be better promoted by each

naming his fon, fon-in-law, or kinfman. The powerful families which then

commanded the fenate, (till rule in it at prefent. Thirty places are filled by

the "Wattevilles and Steiguers. This felfifli traffic, by which the members of

the litde council are eleded by the great council, confiding of their own rela-

tions, that they may name other relations to feats in the great council, has re-

duced the number of families, which have a right to fit in the latter, to nearly

fourfcorc. Thefe princely families look down with equal contempt on thofe

who are their fellow-citizens by the law of nature, and thofe who were ren-

3 E 2 dered
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pour ceux qui le font par la conftitution de I'etat. II manque meme

aux premiers une reffource que les monarques les plus abfoius, n'ont

pas ofe' oter a leurs fujets
;
je veux parler de ces tribunaux reconnus

du fouverain, et reve're's du peuple, pour etre I'organe de la patrie, et

les de'pofitaires des lolx. Toutes les volontes du prince, qui doivent

etre obeies, le font plus facilement, quand les fujets voyent combien

elles font raifonnables, puifqu'elles ont pafle par I'examen de ces

magiftrats, qu'on ne pent ni trompei", ni fe'duire, ni intimider.

AufTi repondent lis a cette confideration, par une re'fiftance refpedu-

eufe, mais determine'e centre Toppreflion, ou ils e'talent tout ce que

la ralfon, la liberte', et I'eloquence peuvent infplrer a. des citoyens

2elcs. C'eft principalement dans ces tribunaux paifibles que je trouve

ces qualite's. Prives d'armes, ils ne doivent leur pouvoir qu'a leur

probite, et a leur e'loquence. Eft il e'tonnant que ceux, qui n'ont que

cette inftrument, s'appliquent le plus a le cultiver ? Quelles legoos

pour les rois, que les remontrances du Parlement de Paris ? Quels

modeles pour le peuple que la conduite des Mandarins de la Chine ?

Frappe' par un tribunal de cette efpece, le monarque ne pent me'con-

noitre

dered' fuch by the conftitution of their country. The former clafs is deprived

of a refource which the moft abfoiute princes have fcldom ventured to wreft

from their fubjefts ; I mean thofc courts of juftice acknowledged" by the

prince, and revered by the people, as the organs of public opinion, and the

depofitories of the Jaws. The commands of the fovereign are obeyed with

cheerfulnefs only when their propriety is confirmed by the approbation of

thofe tribunals, whofe members it has been found difficult either to deceive,

to feduce, or to intimidate. Their refiftance to oppreffion is refpedful, but

firm ; and in exerting it, they difplay that warmth of eloquence with which

reafon and liberty in'.pire good citizens. In the members of thofe peaceful

tribunals, fuch qualities appear in their greateft lultiC. Deftitute of arms>

their whole ftrength lies in their talents and their probity. What noble

lelTons to kings have been given by the parliament of Paris ? What excel-

lent examples to fubjeds are fet by the Mandarines of China ? Monarcbs

oiufi hear the groans of their people, when fuch refpedable bodies of men
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noltre les gcmifl'emens de la patrie. Lcs citoyens y apprennent qu'ils

ont une patrie ; ils attachent a Taimer, a etudier fes loix, a fe former

a toutes les vertus publiques. EUes muriflent dans le fiieace, I'occa-

fion les developpe, ou elles fe font I'occafion. Les ctats du Pays de

Vaud, refpedables fous les Rois de Bourgogne, et fous les Dues de

Savoye, eioient ce tribunal. Gompofc's de la nobleffe, du clerge', et

des deputes des villes principales, ils s'affembloient tous les ans a

Moudon. C'etoit le confeil perpctuel du prince. Sans leur con-

fentement, il ne pouvoit, ni faire de nouvelles loix, ni etablir de nou-

veaux impots. Si j'etois fur les lieux j'etablirais ces droits, par vos

monumens les plus authentiques. Tout e'loigne' que j'en fuis, je ne

crains pas d'appeller a leur temoignage. II me refte toujours une

preuve moins fenfible pour le peuple, mais aufTi decifive pour les gens

de lettres: c'eft I'analogie. Les Barbares du cinquieme fiecle jette-

rent par toute I'Europe, les racines de ce gouvernement que Charle-

magne etablit dans les Pays Bas,. la France,. I'ltalie, la SuifTe, et.

I'Allemagne..

are their organs. The people too learn that they have a country, whicb
they will begin to love, to ftudy its laws, and to form themfelves to public

virtues. Thele virtues ripen filently ; they are exerted when an opportunity
offers

J and fometimes they will make an opportunity for their own exhibi-
tion. In the Pais de Vaud, which was equally refpedlable under the kinos
of Burgundy and the dukes of Savoy, the ftates formed fuch a tribunal.

They were compofcd of the nobility, clergy, and deputies from the principal

cities, which annually aflembled at Moudon, and formed the perpetual
council of the prince, without whofe confent he could neither enaft new
^aws, nor impofe new taxes. Were I on the fpot, I could prove the exift-

ence of thofe rights by your moft authentic records. At a diflance I can
only appeal to their teftimony, and employ an analogical proof, which will

be fufficiently convincing to men of letters.. The Barbarians, who over-
flowed Europe in the fifth century, every where laid the foundation of that
form of government which Charlemagne eftablifhed in the Low Countries,
France, Italy, Switzerland, and Germany. The different modes of tenure

^ which;
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rAUemagne. Quelques evcnemens, les degres, et les terns on les

aiTiere-fiefs fe formerent des fiefs, ou le clerge acquk des teires fei-

gneuriales, ou les villes acheterent leurs affranchiffemens, y appor-

terent de legeres differences. Mais Ic fond de cette conftitution eft

demeure' dans toutes les revolutions, et rien de plus libre que ce

fonds. Ces e'tats, leurs membres, et leurs droits fe conferverent

toujours, et partout Us etoient les memes.

Je vous entends, mon ami, qui m'interrompez. Je vous ai ecoute,

me dites vous, avec patience : mais que voulez vous conclure de ce

tableau de notre gouvernement ? Bien ou mal conftruit, nous n'en

reffentons que des effets falutaires, et vos confeils, vos etats, auroient

de la peine a nous degouter de nos magiftrats anciens, pour nous faire

effayer des nouveautes.

Arretez, Monfieur ;
je vous ai parly en homme libre, et vous me

re'pondez dans le langage de la fervitude. Arretez. En convenant

pour un moment de votre bonheur, de qui le tenez vous ? de la con-

ftitution ?

•which were at different times introduced, the various degrees of dependance

which one fief came to have on another, the acquifition uf lordfhips by the

clergy, and the purchafe of franchifes by cities; all thefe circumftances occa-

fioned but flight differences in the ground-work of the conlticucion, which

remained unalterably founded on a firm bafis of liberty. The flares, their

members, and their rights, were invariably maintained j remaining uniformly

the fame at all times, and in all places.

I think that 1 hear you, my friend, interrupting me. Hitherto, you fay,

I have liftened to you with patience j but what is your conclufion from this

pifture of our government ? Whatever defeats there may be in its prin-

ciples, we have experienced its falutary confequences ; and the ftates and

affemblies which you fo much commend, will not eafily make us abolifh our

ancient magiftracies, in order to try innovations.

It is time. Sir, to paufe; I fpoke to you as became a freeman, and you

anfwer me in the language of flavery. Let us admit for a moment your

profperity ; to whom do you owe it ? You will not anfwer, to the conftitu-

tion.
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ftltutlon ? Vous n'ofez pas le dire. C'eft done du pihice ? Les

Romains en devoient un plus grand a Titus. lis ttoient cependant

de vils efclaves. Brutus vous auroit appris que, dans un etat defpo-

tique, le prince pent quelquefois vouloir de bien : mais que dans les

etats libres, il ne pent que le vouloir. La felicite' adluelle du citoyen

et de I'efclave, eft fouvent egale, mais celle du dernier eft pre'caire,

puifqu'clle eft fonde'e fur les paflions des hommes, pendant que celle

du premier eft afluree. Elle eft lie'e avec les loix qui contiennent

egalement ces memes paffions dans le fouverain et dans le payfan.

Mais malheureufement on ne trouve que trop de chofes a re-

prendre dans votre adminiftration politique. Je vais de'tailler des

fautes, des negligences, des oppreffions. Vous vous re'crierez fur

ma malignite, mais en fecret votre efprit groflira le catalogue de

cent articles que j'aurai ou ignores ou oublies. II eft du devoir du

fouverain de faire jouir fon peuple de tous les avantages de la fociete

civile. Des guerres entreprifes pour fa dcTenfe,, Ten detourneront

quelquefois,

tion. It is due then to your rulers. The Romans owed a profperity yet

greater to Titus ; but ftill remained the bafeft of flaves, Brutus would have

taught you that a defpot may fometimes choofe to promote the public hap-

pinefs ; but that the magiftrates of a free people can have no other with.

The advantages adtually enjoyed by a citizen and a flave may be the fame 5

but thofe of the latter are precarious, having no other foundation than the

changeable pafllons of men ; whereas thofe of the former are fecure, being

folidly fupportcd on thofe laws which curb guilty pafllons in the prince as

well as in the peafant.

But unfortunately too many faults may be found in your public admini-

ftration. I fliall give you the blaclc lift of omiftions and oppreffions, which,

notwithftanding that you will exclaim againft my malignity, your own me-
mory will augment by an hundred articles, which I may be either ignorant

of, or forget to mention. It is the duty of a fovereign to procure for

his people all the happinefs of which their condition is fufceptible. His

public fpirited exertions may be fufpended by the exigencies of defenfive

war;
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quelquefols ; mais defque le calme renait dans fcs etats, des ctablKTe-

mens utiles, et de fages lolx, la religion, les moeurs, les fciences, le

commerce, les manufadlures, Tagriculture, et la police, me'ritent toute

fon attention, et Ten re'compenferont avec ufure. Sur ces principcs

jugeons le fenat de Berne. II a e'te' maitre du Pays de Vaud de-

puis Tan 1536. Quand je confidere ce qu'etoient alors la France,

I'Angleterre, la Hollande, ou I'AUemagne, j'ai de la peine a me per-

fuader qu'elles ttoient les memes pays que ceux qui portent aujourd'-

hui ces noms. De barbares, ils font devenus civilifc's ; d'ignorans,

eclaires ; et de pauvres, riches. Je vois des villes ou il y avoit des

dtferts, et les forets de'frichees fe font converties en champs fer-

tiles. Leurs princes, et leurs miniftres, un Henri quatre, un Sully,

un Colbert, une Elizabeth, un de Wit, un Frederic-Guillaume, out

opere ces merveilles. La perfpedtive du Pays de Vaud n'eft point

aufli riante. Les arts languiflent, faute de ces recompenfes que le

prince feul peut donner ; nul commerce, nuUes manufa(llures, nuls

projets

war; but as foon as peace is reftored, he will be continually and ufefully

occupied with the interefts of religion, laws, morals, fciences, police, com-

merce, and agriculture. Let us try the merits of the fenate of Bern by

thefe maxims. The members of this fenate have been matters of the Pais

de Vaud fince the year one thoufand five hundred and thirty-fix. When we

confider the deplorable condition in thofe days of France, England, Hol-

land, and Germany, we can fcarcely imagine that they were the fame coun-

tries with thofe refpeftively known at prefent by the fame names. Their

barbarifm has been civilized, their ignorance enlightened, their poverty en-

riched ; their defcrts have become cities, and their forefts now wave with

yellow harvefts. Thefe wonders have been effccled by their princes and

minifters: a Henry the Fourth, a Sully, a Colbert, an Elizabeth, a deWitt,

and a Frederick William. The comparative condition of the Pais de Vaud

at thofe two remote zeras, does not prefent fo pleafing a picfture. There

the arts ftill languifh, for want of thofe encouragements which princes

only can bcftow : the country is ftill deftitute of commerce and manufac-

tures: we hear not of any projeds for promoting the public profperity; we

fee
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prqjets utiles pour le pays ; un engourdiflement general qui regne

partout. Ccpendant les princes dont je viens de parler n'avoient

que des momens pour ces objets, ou les Bernois ont eu des fiecles.

Que n'auroient ils pas fait, ces grands hommcs, raremeiit tranquilles

fur le trone, fi pendant deux cens douze ans, ils n'eufient eu que

des voifms pacifiques, et des peuples foumls ? Jc m'en rapporte a

vous meme. Indiquez moi quelque etabliiTement vraiment utile que

vous deviez au fouverain. Mais ne m'indlquez pas Tacademie de

Laufanne, fondee par des vues de de'votion, dans la chaleur d'une

reformation, neglige'e depuis, et toujours acade'mie, <[Uoique un digne

magiftrat de cette ville, propofat de I'eriger en univerfite'.

Non ce n'eft point une politique peu eclaire'e qui fait agir vos

maitres. Je connois trop leur habilete, Mais un monarque aime

e'galement tons fes fujets. Les citoyens d'une ville capitale voyent

au contraire d'un ceil jaloux ragrandiffement des provinces. Si elles

s'e'levent, difent ils, nous tombons. Nos e'gales pour les lumieres et

les

fee nothing but the marks of an univerfal lethargy. Yet the princes above

mentioned had but moments for executing their great defigns ; the fenators

of Bern have had ages. What benefits might not thofe patriotic kings

have conferred on their fiibjedls, if, inflead of having their thrones conti-

nually fhaken by war and fedition, they had enjoyed during two centuries

the advantage of having loyal fubjeds and pacific neighbours ? I appeal to

yourfclf; point out a fingle ufeful eftablifliment which the Pais de Vaud owes

to the fovereignty of Bern : but do not tell me of the acad^emy of Laufanne,

founded on motives of rehgion during the zeal of reformation, but fince

totally neglefted, though a worthy magiftrate of that city propofed the laud-

able defign of erefling it into an univerfity.

Your mailers err not through ignorance. They are not deficient, I

know, in political abilities. But while a prince treats with impartial bounty

all his fubjecls, the citizens of an ariftocratical capital are apt to behold with

jealoufy the improvement of the provinces. Their elevation, they think,

mufl: pave the way for their own downfal ; and if they become their equals

in point of knowledge and riches, they will foon be tempted, they imagine,

VOL. I. 3 F to
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les richeffes, elles voudroient bientot I'etre en pouvolr. Rappellez-

vous I'an 1685. La mauvaife politique de Louis XIV. expatria la^

partie la plus induftrieufe de fes fujets ; unc multitude fe reTugia>

dans le Pays de Vaud. II etoit prochain, il etoit Fran9ois. lis ne

demandoient qu'un azile, et rauroient paye au poids dc I'or par les

richeffes, et les arts plus precieux que les richeiTes, qu'lls vous appor-

toient. Mais ici la politique partiale des Bernois s'e'pouvanta, " Si

*' nous faifons participer ces fugitifs a notre droit de Bourgeoifie,

" la fortune nous fera commune ; mais comment e'lever des mortels.

" au rang des dieux ? Si nous les laiffons confondus parmi.nosj

" fujets, nos fujets recueilleront le fruit de leur induftrie." lis con^

clurent enfin avec rambafladeur de Porfenna-

—

« — Qu'il vaut mieux, qu'un roi fur le trone afTermi

" Commande a des fujets, malheureux, mais foumis,

" Que d'avoir a dbmpter, au fcin de I'abondance

" D'un peuple tropheureux'1'indocile arrogance."

Ces--

to afpire at an equality with themfelves in, power. Recal to memory the

year one thoufand fix hundred and eighty-five; when the wretched policy of

Louis the Fourteenth drove from their country the moft induftrious portion

of his fubie^ls, many of whom fought refuge in the Pais de Vaud ; a neigh-

bouring diftri(5l, and fpeaking their own language. They requefted only

an afylum, the benefit of which they would richly have repaid by the wealth

which they carried with them, and their fkill in manufadtures, (till more va-

luable. But the narrow policy of Bern took the alarm. " If we make

" thefe men citizens of Bern, their interefts will coincide with cur own,

" But is it fit that mortals fliould be raifed to the rank, of gods ? If they

<< are mixed with the mafs of our fubjeds, our fubjefts will be enriched by.

«' their induflry." They concluded therefore, with the ainbaflTudors of Por-

fgnna " that it was more defirable for a prince to govern a poor but fub-.

«' miffive people, than to contend with the unruly paffions of men pam-

«' pered by profperity."

The
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Ces exile's las d'efluycr des refus, ou ils devoient s'attendrc a des

:prieres, paflerent en Hollande, en Prufle, ct en Angleterrc, oii le?

ibuverains favoient mieux profiter de cettc occafion unique. 11 en

refta une partie dans Ic Pays de Vaud, mais c'e'toit la partie la plus

pauvre, et la plus faineante, qui n'avoit ni le moyen, ni la vo-

ionte d'aller plus loin.

'A peine ces malheurcux commenyoient ils a oublier leurs fouf-

franccs paflces, que I'experience leur fit fentir, que pour fair les

perfe'cutions, il faut fuir les hommes. La partie fouverainc de I'etat

avoit fucce avec le lait, toute la diirete du fyfteme de Calvin, thco-

logien atrabilaire qui aimoit trop la liberte, pour foufFrir que les Chre-

tiens poitaflent d'autres fers que les fiens. D'ailleurs fa conformite

avec les ide'es d'un ce'lebre philofophe, interefToit I'honneur du nom
Allemand a le foutenir. Comme les fentimens s'e'toient adoucis dans

le Pays de Vaud, en proportion avec les mceurs, il falloit y envoyer

des formulaires, et des inquifiteurs, deftine's a faire autant d'hypo-

crites

The emigrants, difgufted at being repeatedly refufed what they ought to

have been requefted to accept, travelled to Holland, Pruffia, and England,

whofe rulers had the good fenfe to avail thcmfelves of an emergency as fa-

vourable as it was fingular. A part of them indeed remained in the Pais

de Vaud, but the pooreft and the idleft, who had neither money nor fpiric

to travel farther.

Thefe unhappy fugitives had no fooner begun to forget their pad fuffer-

ings, than they learned by fatal experience that, in order to avoid perfe-

cution, it was neceffary to fly from the fociety of men. The fovereigns of

the country in which they had fettled had imbibed the fevere fyftem of Cal-

vin, a ftern theologian, who loved liberty too well, to endure that Chriftians

ibould wear any other chains tlian thofe impofed by himfelf. Plis near con-

formity in opinion with a celebrated German philofopher, interefted the ho-

nour of the German name in fupporting his doftrines. But in the Pais

de Vaud the afperity of religious opinions had foftened with the improve-

ment of fociety. Ic became neceflary, therefore, to fend thither formulas

J F 2 and
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crites qu'ils pourroient, non a la veritc par le fer et le feu, mals par

'es menaces et les privations d'einploi.

En foutenant les droits de I'liumanite', je n'outre point les maxi-

mes de la tolerance. Je veux bien que le magiftrat ne diftribue

les, recompenfes du public, qu'a ceux qui enfeignent la religion du

public. Je ne lui defens pas meme de contenir dans ie filence ces

novateurs trop hardis qui voudroient eclairer le peuple fur cer-

tains objets ou I'erreur fait fon bonlieur. Mais que le fouverain fe

pretant avec chaleur aux minuties theologiques, decide des quellions

qu'on ne pent decider, aflurement il eft abfurde. Qu'impofant des

confeflions de foi, il ne laiffe a des pafteurs vieillis, dans le miniftere, et

qui nedemandoient qu'a fe taire, que le choix du raenfonge ou de

la mendicite', aflurement il eft injufte. Mais la perfe'cution ceffa.

—

Qui la fit cefTer ? Un fentiment de honte ? les larmes des fujets ? ou

bien la crainte qu'infpira I'entreprife d'un Davel, enthoufiafte il eft

vrai, mais enthoufiafte pour le bien public ? Encore meme il regne a

Laufanne une inquifition fourde. Les noms d'Arminien, et de Soci-

nien

and inqiiifitors, defigned to make as many hypocrites as pofTiblej not indeed

by fire and fvvord,. but by threats and depofuion from office.

In fupporting the rights of man, I would not carry too far the maxims

of toleration. It is juft that public rewards fhould be beftowed only on thofe

who teach the religion of the public; and thofe bold innovators, v^ho would

impart a dangerous light to the people, may very properly be reftrained by

the arm of the magiftrate. But it furely is abfurd, that the fovereign ihould

interfere in theological m.inutias, and take part warmly in queftions which.

are incapable of being decided. It is particularly unjuft, that he fhould

impofc cor>fefi"jons of faith on old minifters, who wifn to avoid difputation;

Jeavino them the miferable alternative of falfehood or beggary. But this

perfecution has nov; ceafcd. What put an end to it ? It was not fhame,

nor the tears of the people, but the boldnefs of Davel, that meritorious en-.

th'jfiafl:. Even to the prefent day, a fecret inquifition ftiU reigns at Lau-

f.innei where the names of Arminian.and Sociniao- are often mentioned in

I. the
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men rempliffent encore ces lettres ou de tres honnetes gens rendent

compte a leurs protedleurs des fentimens de leurs concitoyens ; et c'eft

fuivant ces indices que les places fe diftribuent.

Je viens, non pas d'epuifer, mais d'indiquer quelques defauts qui

fe trouvent dans votre puiflance Icgiflative. PafTons a I'exe'cutrice.

Celle-ci eft la force publiquc, comme I'autre eft la volonte publique.

Mais un feul corps, un feul homme, pent deliberer et de'cider pour

toute une nation. II ne pent tout feul agir pour elle. L'adminiftra-

tion politique, compofe'e d'un nombre infini de branches, veut qu'un

grand nombre d'officiers, foumis les uns aux autres, s'employent a

faire jouer la machine a laquelle le maitre ne peut que donner le

mouvement ge'ne'ral. Les honneurs, et les avantages, que les loix

attachent a ces emplois, doivent etre ouverts a tons les citoyens, que

leurs talens et leur e'ducation ont mis en ttat de les remplir. Les

fardeaux leur font communs a tous, les recompenfes doivent I'etre

auffi. Un gouvernement monarchique fatisfait aifement a ces juftes

pretenfions.

the letters written by very honeft people to their patrons of Bern; and

offices are often given or withheld according to the reports made of the reli-

gious tenets of the candidates.

Having made thefe ftridures on your legiflature, which by no means ex-

hauft the fubje6t, I proceed to confider the defects of your executive power j

which is the public force, as the legidature ought to be the public will. But

a fingle council, or a fingle m'an, may deliberate and refolve for a whole-

nation ; the executive power, on the contrary, requires the exertions of many :

as it is compofed of a great variety of branches, many officers, fubordinate

one to the other, muft adluate the different parts of the machine, to which

the chief magiftrate can only communicate the firft general movement. The
honours and emoluments legally attaciied to fuch offices, ought to be open

to all thofe citizens who are properly qualified for difcharging them. Each

individual, as he bears' a Ihare of the public burdens, is entitled alfo to a

Ibare of the public rewards. This juft arrangement is eafily maintained in

monarchies i where, with the exception of a few courtiers, who, bv being

continually.
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pretenfions. 'A I'exception de quelques courtlfans, qui approchent la

perfonne du prince d'affez pres, pour fubftituer la flatterie aux fcr-

vices, tous fes fujets lui font egaux. Defqu'un liommc a du meritc,

ou, fi Ton veut de la faveur, on ne lui demande point s'il eft Nor-

mand ou Provenyal. D'Epernon etoit Gai'con ; Richelieu, Champe-

nois ; Mazarin, Romain. Mais dans les republiques ariftocratiques,

les fouverains compofe's de toute une ville veulent etre le'giflateurs en

corps, et partager entre eux en detail tous les emplois conridc'raj^les.

Les talens, les lumieres, dans votre Pays, font inutiles pour quicon-

que n'eft pas ne Bernois, et dans un autre fens ils font egalement

inutiles pour qui I'eft. Le fujet fe voit condamnc par fa naiflance a

ramper dans un honteufe obfcurlte. Le dcfefpoir le faifit ; il neglige

ce qui ne le peut mener a rien, ct le grand homnie ne devient qu'un

homme agreable . Si je parlais de faire participer les fujets aux

Bailliages, les Bernois crieroient au facrilege ; les Bailliages font le

patrirnoine

continually about the prince's perfon, have an opportunity of fubdituting

flattery inftead of real fervices, all the inhabitants of the kingdom are treated

with comparative equity. In France, provided a man has court- favour

or merit, the queftion is never aflced whether he comes from Provence or

Normandy. D'Epernon was born in Gafcony ; Richelieu, in Champagne;

Mazarine, in Rome. But in ariftocratical republics, the citizens of one

town are not contented with being fovereigns collectively, unlefs they indi-

vidually appropriate all offices of honour or emolument. In the canton of

Bern talents and information are not of the fmallefl: ufe to any one who is

cot born in the capital ; and in another fenfe they are ufelefs to thofe born

there; becaufe they inuft make their way without them. Their fubjects in

the Pais de Vaud are condemned, by the circumftances of their birth, to a

condition of fliaraeful obfcuricy. They naturally become, theiefore, a prey

to defpair ; and negledling to cultivate talents which they can never enjoy an

opportunity to difplay, thofe who had capacities for becoming great men are

contented with making themfelves agreeable companions. Should I propofe

that the fubjeds obtained a right to hold the lucrative employments of

Baillist
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patrlmolne de I'ctat, et nous fommes I'etat. II eft vrai qu'on vous

laiflc les Lieutenances Baillivales; mais vous favez affez qu'on y mcle

certaines ftipulations, de fa9on que, fi Ic nouveau magiftrat ne vit

pas quelque terns, fa famille perd au marche.

Prives de refTources, que refte il aux gentilhommes du Pays de

Vaud ? le fervice etranger. Mais on n'a pas manque de leur

rendre cette carrierc des plus epineufes, et de leur y fermer I'acces des

grades un peu eleve's. Je ne dirai rien du brilliant fervice de France.

Les depenfes font ine'vitables, et la paye fi modique que I'enfeigne fe:

ruine, le capitaine vit a peine, et meme le colonel ne pent amaffer.

Ainfi vous devez be'nir le foin paternel du fouverain qui a dreffe'

toutes les capitulations, de maniere a ne vous point introduire en ten-

tation. Ne parlons que du fervice ,des Etats Ge'ne'raux, fervice plus

utile que riant, ou Ton s'ennuye et s'enrichit. Par le traite' de 171 2,

le Canton de Berne accorda vingt quatre compagnies a leurs Hautes

Puiflances,,

Bail/is, or governors of diflriifts, the ariftocratical families of Bern would

t^iink me guilty of a crime little lefs than facrilege. " The emoluments of-

" thefe ofiices form the patrimony of the ftate; and we are the ftate." It

is true, that you in the Pai's de Vaud may be deputies to the Baillis ; but the

advantages belonging to that fubordinate magiftracy are obtained on certain

conditions, which,, unlefs tlie holder of the office lives a certain number of

years, renders his bargain a very bad one for his family.

Vvhat encouragement is then left for the gentlemen of the Pais de Vaud ?

That of foreign fervice. But to them, even this road to preferment is ex-

tremely difficult, and to attain the higher ranks is impofTible. I fpeak not

of the brilliant fervice of France : in tliat country, expence is unavoidable

;

the enfign is ruined, th.e captain can fcarcely live, and the colonel cannot

fave money. You are therefore obliged to the paternal care of the maf>i-

ftrates of Bern, whofe treaties for fopplying troops to France do not lead

you into temptadon. Let us only confider the fervice of Holland, a fervice

more profitable than ftiowy, where officers have nothing to do but to "row

rich. By the treaty of 17 1 2, the Canton of Bern granted .the ufe of twenty-

four
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Pulflances, et promit de permettre qu'on en fit toujours des recrues

dans leurs e'tats. Seize compagnies e'toietit deftinces aux Bernois, ct

les fouverains partageoient avec leurs fujets les huit autres com-

pagnies, dont on daignoit laiffer I'entree cuverte a ceux ci : ainfi

^ ne fuppofer le credit des Bernois qu'egal a celui des fujets, pour

parvenir a ces huit dernieres compagnies, ce peuple roi en poflede-

roit toujours vingt, fur vingt quatre. La proportion eft honnete, fi

Ton fait attention qu'il y a dans le Canton pres de cent mllle

homraes en etat de porter les armes, dont II n'y en a pas huit cens,

bourgeois de Berne. D'allleurs les petits bourgeois, a qui ce nom

feul infplre de la fierte, aiment mieux crouplr dans la mifere k

Berne, que de fe faire par leur travail un etat vraiment refpe£lable.

Ainfi dans toutes ces troupes, je doute qu'on puifle trouver cinquante

Bernois qui ne foient par officiers.

Ces malheurs, me dites vous, ne font que pour les gentllhommes

;

c'eft a dire, pour la partle la plus refpedable, mais la moins nom-

breufe,

four companies to their High Mightinefles, and promifed that they fhould al-

ways be allowed to recruit them in their territories. But the command of

fixteen of thofe companies was appropriated by the citizens of Bern, and the

remaining eight were left common between them and their fubjefts in the

Pai's de Vaud. On the fuppofuion, then, that the interefl: of both clafles of

candidates for thofe companies is equal, the fovereign people will obtain

four out of the eight, and twenty out of the whole twenty-four. This pro-

portion appears the more unreafonable, when it is confidered that in the can-

ton there are above an hundred thoufand men fit to bear arms, of whom
fcarcely eight hundred are citizens of Bern. Befides, the poorer clafles of

citizens, proud merely of this title, prefer living ir^. idlenefs at Bern to ho-

nourable exertions abroad, by which they might better their condition.

I doubt, therefore, whether fifty citizens of Bern, who are not officers, will

be found in the whole of the Swifs Dutch troops.

Thefe inconveniencies, you will tell me, are only felt by men of family;

that is to fay, by the moft refpedlable, but leaft numerous, portion of the

community i
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breufe, des cUoyens. lis s'evanoulflent dans ces maximes gencralcs

ct cgales que vous venez d'etablir. La tyrannic de vos Baillis s'y

cvanoult elle aufli ? Le peuple, nom fi cher a Thumanite, en fent

tout le joug. Je ne vous conterai point des hiftoircs dc leurs op-

prefTions. Vous me chicaneriez fur la ve'rite' des faits, et puis vous

me diriez, qu'il ne faut jamais conclure du particuiier au general,

ct vous auriez railbn. II vaut mieux fliire fentir I'ctendue de leur

pouvoir, et lailTer a votre connoiflance du coeur humain, a juger de

I'ufage qu'ils en font. Cliaque Bailli eft a la fois chef de la juftice,

dc la milice, des finances, et de la religion. Comme juge, il de'cide

fans appel jufqu'a la fomme de cent francs, fomme tres modique

pour vous, mais qui fait la fortune d'un payfan ; et il decide feul,

car fes afleffeurs, n'ont pas voix ponderativc. II donne, ou plutot

il vend, prefque tous les emplois dans fon bailiiage. Si Ton veut

appeller de fes fentences, il n'y a plus de tribunal a Moudon ; il faut

aller a Berne, et quel payfan veut fe ruiner a la pourfuite de la

juftice?

community ; and they difappear amidft the general equity and impartiality

of the public adminiftration. But does the tyranny of the bailiffs difappear

alfo ? The people, a name fo dear to humanity, feel the full weight of

their opprefTion. I will not have recourfe to particular examples; becaufe

you might call in queftion the authenticity of fads, or objeift with reafon,

that general conclufions are not to be drawn from particular principles. I

fhall be contented with pointing out die extent of their power, and leave to

your own knowledge of human nature to infer the abufes with which it muft

be accompanied. In his own diftrift every bailiff" is at the head of religion,

of the law, the army, and the finances. As judge, he decides, without appeal,

all caufes to the amount of an hundred franks ; a fum of little importance

to a gendeman, but which often makes the whole fortune of a peafant; and

he decides alone, for the voice of his afTefTors has not any weight in the

fcale. He confers, or rather he fells, all the employments in his diftrift.

When the injured party wiflies to appeal from his fentence, as there is no

.rourt of juftice at Moudon, he is obliged to remove die caufe to Bern ; and

VOL. J. 1 G how
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juftice? S'il clierche encore a faire punir fon tyran, il demande

I'entree en confeil. L'Avoyer I'accordc, pent etre avec beaucoup

de difficulte', et a force de fatigues et de depenfes il parvient a pouvoir

plaider devant iin tribunal lie' avec fon baillif par le fang, et plus

encore par une conformite de forfaits, ou d'inte'rets.

Votre pays eft e'puife' par les impots, tout n:iodiques qu'ils font.

DeVelopons cette ide'e. Pendant que les pays le plus riches de

I'Europe s'abyment de depenfes et de dettes, et mettent en ceuvre des

moyens qui feroient trembler le plus hardi diflipateur, le Canton de

Berne eft le feul qui amaffe des tre'fors. Le fecret de I'e'tat eft fi bien

garde, qu'il eft difficile de le deviner. Stanian, ambafladeur d'Angle-

terre a Berne, qui avoit un efprit d'obfervation et de grandes facilite's

pour fe bien informer, eftimoit, il y a quarante ans, les fommes qu'il

avoit dans les fonds publics de Londres a trois cens milles livres fter-

ling, ou fept millions, et tout ce qui e'toit refte dans le treTor de

Berne, ou difperse dans les autres banques de 1' Europe, a dix huit

cens

how few peafants can bear this expence ? But if his eagernefs to punifh his

tyrant carries him thither, it is not without many difficulties on his part that

the Avoyer, or chief magiftrate, grants him admiffion into the council ;• where,

after all his trouble and expence, he is finally allowed to plead his caufe be-

fore a tribunal, the members of which are connected with his oppreflbr by

the ties of blood, and ftill more by a conformity of interefts and crimes.

Your taxes, moderate as they are, exhauft the country. This obfervation

requires to be explained. While the great kingdoms of Europe, loaded

with expences and debts, are driven to expedients which would alarm the

wildcft prodigal, Bern is the only ftate which has amafied a large treafure.

The fecret has been fo well kept, that it is not eafy to afcertain its amount.

Stanyan, the Britilh envoy at Bern, a man inquifitive and poiTefled of

good means of information, eftimated forty years ago the money belonging

to that republic, in the Englifh funds, at three hundred thoufand pounds, or

feven millions of Swifs livres ; and the fums remaining in the treafury of

Bern, or difperfed through the other funds or banks of Europe, at eighteen

hundred
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cens mille livres fterling, ou quarantc trois millions. On peut

croire que ces trcfors n'ont pas diminues depuis I'an 1722. Le

moyen que le Canton employe pour s'enrichir eft tres fimplc. II

depenfe beaucoup moins qu'il ne refoit. Mais que re9oit il ? Je

I'ignore ; mais je vais tacher de le deviner. Les douze bailliages du

Pays de Vaud rendent dans leurs fix ans, a pcu pres cinq cens mille

livres de Suifle, les uns portant les autres. Le revenu de douze,

peut done monter a un million de livres de rente. J'ai toujours

entendu dire que les Baillis prennent le dix pour cent lur les

revenus du fouverain. Le voila done ce revenu d'un million par

annee. En rabattant les cent mille livres des Baillis, je compterais

encore cent mille ecus pour les charges de I'e'tat, ce qui n'eft point une

fuppofition batie en Fair. Les autres deux cens mille ecus, qui dans

un autre pays, fourniroient a I'entretien d'une cour et d'une arme'e,

dont les de'penfes feroient retomber fur la terre la I'ofe'e qui en e'toit

tiree, vont ici s'enfouir dans les coftVes du fouverain, ou fe difperfer

dans

hundred thoufand pounds fterling, or forty-three millions Swifs. Thefe trea-

fures have not probably diminilhed fince the year 1722. The Canton en-

riches itfelf by the fimple means of receiving much and expending little.

But what is the amount of its receipts ? I know not, but I will try to dif-

cover it. The twelve bailiwics, or diftriiSls, of the Pais de Vaud pay, one

with another, during the fix years that they are governed by the fame ma-
giftrate, five hundred thoufand Swifs livres. The contributions, therefore,

of all the twelve amount to a million of livres annually, I have always

been told that the bailiffs, or governors, retain ten per cent, on the reve-

nues raifed within their refpeflive jurifdifcions. The million of revenue,

diminifhed by an hundred thoufand livres confumed in the appointments of

the bailiffs, is reduced to three hundred thoufand crowns; of which one

hundred thoufand may be allowed for the expences of the ftate, a fum not

chofen at random ; and tlie other two hundred thoufand crowns, which in

other countries would be employed in the maintenance of a court and army,

whofe incomes would circulate through the general mafs of the people on

whom they had been raifed, are here buried in the coffers of the fovereignty,

3G 2 or
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dans les banqucs publlques, et precaires de I'Europe, pour etre im

jour une proye ji rinfidtlitc d'un commis, ou a rambition d'un con-

querant. Cette pefte continuelle des efpeces cteint I'induftrie, eni-

peche tout efFort, qui ne fe peut faire fans argent, et appauvrit in-

fenfiblement le pays.

Tels font vos maux, Monfieur. Eh blen ! me repondez vous,

n'avez vous fonde nos playes que pour en aigrir la douleur ? Quel

confeil nous donnez vous? Aucun, fi vous ne m'avez pas deja

pre'venu. II y a une voye que je puis vous confeiller, c'eft celle de

la remontrance. Mais il y a des maux tellement enracines dans la

confiiitution d'un etat, que Platon lui meme n'eut pas efpe're' du fucce3'

pour une pareille deputation. Ne tiendront ils pas centre les remon-

trances, eux qui ont pu tenir centre deux cens ans de fide'lite' et de

fervices ? II y a un autre remede plus prompt, plus entier, plus

glorieux: Guillaume Tell vous I'eut confeille ; mais je ne vous le con-

feille point. Je fais que I'efprit du citoyen, comme celui de la cha-

rite', foufFre beaucoup, et efpere longtems. II a raifon. II connoit

les

or difperfed through the precarious banks of Europe, to become one day

a prey to the knavery of a clerk, or the ambition of a conqueror. This con-

tinual abforption of fpecie extinguifhes induftry, deadens every enterprife

that requires the aid of money, and gradually impoverishes the country.

Thefe, Sir, are your hardlhips. But I think you will fay to me, " Have
*' you thus probed our wounds merely to make us feel their fmart ? What
" advice do you give us r" None, unlefs you have already anticipated

it. I would indeed advife you to remonftrate. But there are evils fo deeply

rooted in governments, that Plato himfelf would defpair of curing them.

"What could you expedt to obtain from thofe makers by remonflrances, who

have remained during two centuries infenfible to the merit of your faithful fer-

vice ? There is another remedy, more prompt, more perfect, and more glori-

ous. W illiam Tell would have prefcribed it ; I do not. I know that the fpirit

of a good citizen is, like that of charity, long-fuffering, and hoping all things.

The citizen is in the right; fince he knows the evils refulting from his fub-

a. mifllonj
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les malheurs attaches a la foumiflion. II ignore ceux que la refif-

tance pourrolt entrainer. Vous, qui me connoifTcz, Monfieur, vous

favez combien je refpede ces prlncipes amis de la paix et dcs

hommes. Tribun fcditieux, je ne chercherai jamais a faire fecouer au

peuple le joug de Tautorite', pour le conduire du murmure, a la fcdi-

tion ; de la fedition, a I'anarchie ; et de I'anarchie, peut etre, au

defpotifme.

Cependant avec la franchife, qui a partout conduit ma plume, je

vais de'truire quelques monftres de Romans, qui vous peuvent efFrayer»

Que vous prefe'riez le parti de I'entreprife ou celui du repos, je vou-

drois que ce fut la raifon, et non le prejuge, qui vous diktat ce parti.

Les Bernois ont les droits fur votre obe'iflance ; vous craignez de

leur faire une injuftice en la retirant.

miffion, but knows not the greater evils which might be produced by his

refiftance. You know me too well to be ignorant how much I refpedl thofe

principles, fo friendly to the interefls of peace and of human kind. I will

never, in the language of a feditious tribune, perfuade the people to fliake

off the yoke of authority, that they may procee<l from murmur to fedition,

from fedition to anarchy, and from anarchy perhaps to defpotifm.

Yet, with the freedom which has hitherto guided my pen, I will endea-

vour to deftroy feme giants of romance, which might otherwife infpire you

with vain terror. Whether you prefer the road of bold enterprife or cautious

repofe, I wilh that reafon, not prejudice, fliould didtate your choice.

The magifl:rates of Bern have aright to expeft your obedience; you fean

t!0 do them wrong in withholding it.
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N° X.

Mr. Gibbon lo Mrs. Porten.

DEAR MADAM, Lausanne, 1756.

T?EAR no reproaches for your negligence, however great; for your

filence, however long. I love you too well to make you any.

Nothing, in my opinion, is fo ridiculous as fome kind of friends,

wives, and lovers, who look on no crime as fo heinous as the letting

flip a poft without writing. The charm of friendfliip is liberty ; and

he that would deftroy the one, deftroys, without defigning it, the

better half of the other. I compare friendfhip to charity, and letters

to alms ; the laft fignifies nothing without the firft, and very often

the firft is very ftrong, although it does not fliew itfelf by the other.

It is not good-will which is wanting, it is only opportunities or

means. However, one month—two months—three months—four

months— I began not to be angry, but to be uneafy, for fear fome

accident had happened to you. I was often on the point of writing,

but was always flopped by the hopes of hearing from you the next

poft. Befides, not to flatter you, your excufe is a very bad one.

You cannot entertain me by your letters. I think I ought to know

that better than you ; and I affure you that one of your plain fincere

letters entertains me more than the mofl poliflied one of Pliny or

Cicero. 'Tis your heart fpeaks, and I look on your heart as much

better in its way than either of their heads.

Out of pure politenefs I ought to talk of**** ********
before myfelf. I was fome hours with him in this place, that is to

fay, almoft all the time he was here. I find him always * * *

* * * * , always good-natured, always amufing, and always trifling.

I alked him fome queftions about Italy ; he told me, he hurried out

I of
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of it as foon as he could, becaufe there was no French comedy, and

he did not love the Italian opera. I let flip fome words of the

pleafure he fhould have of feeing his native country again, on

account of the fervices he could render her in parliament. " Yes

" (fays he), I want vaftly to be at London ; there are three years

" fmce I have feen Garrick." He fpoke to me of you, and indeed

not only with confideration, but with affedion. Were there nothing

elfe valuable in his charader, I fhould love him, becaufe he loves

you. He told me he intended to fee you as foon as he fhould be in

England ; I am glad he has kept his word. I was fo taken up with

my old friend, that I could not fpeak a word to * * * * * * *.

He appeared, however, a good, fenfible, modeft young man. Poor

Minorca indeed thus loft ! but poor Englifhmen who have loft it

!

I think the fecond exclamation ftill ftronger than the firft. Poor

Lord Torrington ! I can't help pitying him. What a fhameful

uncle he has ! I fhall lofe all my opinion of my countrymen, if the

whole nation, Whigs, Tories, Courtiers, Jacobites, &c. &c. &c. &c.

are not unanimous in detefting that man. Pray, is there any truth

in a ftory we had here, of a brother of Admiral Byng's ^having

killed himfelf out of rage and fhame ? I did not think he had any

brothers alive. It is thought here that Byng will be acquitted. I

hope not. Though I do not love rafh judgments, I cannot help

thinking him guilty.

You afk me, when I fhall come into England ? How fhould I know
it ? The 14th of June I wrote to my father, and faying nothing of

my return, which I knew would have been to no purpofe, I de-

fired him to give me a fixed allowance of 200I. a-year, or, at leaft,

to allow me a fervant. No anfwer. About a fortnight ago I re-

newed my requeft ; and I cannot yet know what will be my fuccefs.

I defign to make a virtue of neceflity, to keep quiet during this win-

ter, and to put in ufe all my machines next fpring, in order to come

over.
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over *. I fliall write the ftrongcft, and at the fame time the molt

dutiful letter I can imagine to my father. If all that produces no

eife£l, I don't know what I can do.

You talk to me of my coufm EUifon's wedding ; hut you don't

fay a word of who flie is married to. Is it Elliot ? Though you

have not feen my father yet, I fuppofe you have heard of hini-

How was he in tov/n ? His wife, was llie with him ? Has marriage

produced any changement in his way of living ? Is he to be always

at Beriton, or Vv'ill he come up to London in winter ? Pray have

you ever feen my mother-in-Jaw, or heard any thing more of her

character ? Compliments to every body that makes me compliments :

to the Gilberts, to the Comarques, to Lord Newnham, &c. When

you fee the Comarques again, afk them if they did not know, at

Putney, Monfieur la Vabre, and his daughters
;
perhaps you know

them yourfelf. I faw them lately in this country ; one of them very-

well married.

The Englifhman who lodges in our houfe, is little fociable at leail

for a reafonable perfon. My health always good, my ftudies pretty

good. I underftand Greek pretty well. I have even fome kind of

correfpondence with feveral learned men, with Mr. Crevier of Paris,

with Mr: Breitinger of Zurick, and with Mr. Allamapd, a clergy-

man of this country, the mofl reafonable divine I ever knew. Do
you never read now ? I am a little piqued that you fay nothing of

Sir Charles Grandifon ; if you have not read it yet, read it for my
fake. Perhaps Clarifla does not encourage you ; but, in my opinion,

it is much fuperior to Clarifla. When you have read it, read the

letters of Madame de Sevigne to her daughter ; I don't doubt of

their being tranflated into Englifli. They are properly what I called

* This Letter is a curious fpecimen of the degree in which Mr. Gibbon had loll the

Englifti language in a fhort time.

in
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in the beginning of my letter, letters of the heart ; the natural ex-

prefTions of a mother's fondnefs ; regret at their being at a great dif-

tance from one another, and continual fchemes to get together again.

All that, won't it pleafe you ? There is fcarce any thing elfe in fix

whole volumes : and notwithftanding that, few people read them
without finding them too fhort. Adieu: my paper is at an end.

I don't dare to tell you to write foon. Do it, however, if you

can. Yours afFedionately,

E. Gibbon.

N^ XL

Rev. Dr. Waldgrave to Edward Gibbon E/q. jimior.

DEAR SIR, Washington, near Stor ri ngton, Dec. 7th, 175!?.

T HAVE read nothing for fome time (and I keep reading on ftill)

that has given me fo much pleafure as your letter, which I re-

ceived by the laft poft. I rejoice at your return to your country,

to your father, and to the good principles of truth and reafon. Had

I In the leaft fufpedled your defign of leaving us, I fhould imme-

diately have put you upon reading Mr. Chillingworth's Religion of

Proteftants ; any one page of which is worth a library of Swifs divi-

nity. It will give me great pleafure to fee you at Wafhington

;

where I am, I thank God, very well and very happy. I defire my
refpedls- to Mr. Gibbon ; and am, with very great regard, dear Sir,

Your moft affedionate humble fervant,

Tho. Waldgrave.

* Tutor to Mr. Gibbon when he firfl went to Magdalen College, Oxford.

VOL, I, 3 H
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N'- XII.

^ Mr. Gibbon to his Father.

DEAR SIR, il6o.

A N addrefs in writing, from a perfon who has the pleafure of

^^ being with you every day, may appear fingular. However, I

have preferred this method, as upon paper I can fpeak without a

blufh, and be heard without Interruption. If my letter difpleafes

you, impute it, dear Sir, only to yourfelf. You have treated me,

not like a fon, but like a friend. Can you be furprifed that I fhould

communicate to a friend, all my thoughts, and all my defires ? Unlefs

the friend approve them, let the father never know them ; or at

leaft, let him know at the fame time, that however reafonable, how-

ever eligible, my fcheme may appear to me, I would rather forget

it for ever, than caufe him the (lighteft uneafinefs.

When I firft returned to England, attentive to my future intereft,

you were fo good as to give me hopes of a feat in parliament. This

feat, it was fuppofed would be an expence of fifteen hundred pounds.

This defign flattered my vanity, as it might enable me to fhine

in fo auguft an aflembly. It flattered a nobler paffion ; I promifed

myfelf that by the means of this feat I might be one day the inftru-

meht of fome good to my country. But I foon perceived how little

a mere virtuous inclination, unaflifted by talents, could contribute

towards that great end ; and a very fhort examination difcovered to

me, that thofe talents had not fallen to my lot. Do not, dear Sir,

impute this declaration to a falfe modefl:y, the meaneft fpecies of

pridc» Whatever elfe I may be ignorant of,, I think I know myfelf,

and fhair always endeavour to mention my good qualities without

Tanity, and my defedts without repugnance. I fhall fay nothing of

the moft intimate acquaintance with his country and language, fo ab-

2. folutely
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folutely neceflary to every fenator. Since they may be acquired, to

alledge my deficiency in them, would feem only the plea of lazinels.

But I fliall fay with great truth, that I never poffeifed that gift of

fpeech, the firfl requifite of an orator, which ufe and labour may

improve, but which nature alone can beftow. That my temper,

quiet, retired, fomewhat referved, could neither acquire popularity,

bear up againft oppofition, nor mix with eafe in the crowds of public

life. That even my genius (if you will allow mc any) is better

qualified for the deliberate compofitions of th'e clofet, than for the

extemporary difcourfes of the parliament. An unexpc£ted objection

would difconcert me ; and as I am incapable of explaining to others,

v\'hat I do not thoroughly underftand myfelf, I fhould be meditating,

while I ought to be anfwering. I even want necefiary prejudices of

party, and of nation. In popular aflemblies, it is often neceffary to

infpire them ; and never orator infpired well a paffion, which he did

not feel himfelf. Suppofe me even miftaken in my own character

;

to fet out with the repugnance fuch an opinion muft produce, offers

but an indifferent profpe£t. But I hear you fay, it is not neceflary

that every mail fhould enter into parliament with fuch exalted hopes.

It is to acquire a title the mod glorious of any in a free country, and

to employ the weight and confideration it gives, in tlie fervlce of

one's friends. Such motives, though not glorious, yet are not dif-

honourable ; and if we had a borough in our command, if you

could bring me in without any great expence, or if our fortune en-

abled us to defpife that expence, then indeed I fhould think thern

of the greateft flrength. But with our private fortune, is it worth

w^hile to purchafe at fo high a rate, a title, honourable in itfelf, but

which I muft fliare with every fellow that can lay out fifteen hundred

pounds ? Befides, dear Sir, a merchandifc is of little value to the

owner, when he is refolved not to fell it.

I fhould affront your penetration, did I not fuppofe you now fee

the drift of this letter. It is to appropriate to another ufe the fum

3 H 2 with
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with which you deftined to bring mc into parliament ; to employ It,

not in making me great, but in rendering me happy. I have often

heard you fay yourfelf, that the allowance you had been fo indulgent

as to grant me, though very liberal in regard to your eftate, was yet

but fmall, when compared with the almoft necefTary extravagancies

of ihe age. I have indeed found it fo, notwithftanding a good deal

of oeconomy, and an exemption from many of the common ex-

pences of youth. This, dear Sir, would be a way of fupplylng

thefe deficiencies, without any additional expence to you.—But I

forbear.— If you think my propofals reafonable, you want no en-

treaties to engage you to comply with them ; if otherwife, all will

be without efFe£l.

All that I am afraid of, .dear Sir, is, that I fhould feem not fo

much afkiug a favour, as this really is, as exaiSting a debt. After

all I can fay, you will flill remain the befl: judge of my good, and

your own circumflances. Perhaps, like moft landed gentlemen,

an addition to my annuity would luit you better, than a fum of

money given at once
;
perhaps the fum itfelf may be too confider-

ablc. Whatever you fliall think proper to beftow upon me, or in

v\ hatever manner, will be received with equal gratitude.-

I intended to flop here ; but as I abhor the leaft appearance of art,

I think it will be better to lay open my whole fcheme at once. The

unhappy war which nov/ defolates Europe, will oblige me to defer

feeing France till a peace. But that reafon can have no influence

upon Italy, a country which every fcholar muft long to fee ; fliould

you grant my requeft, and not dilapprove of my manner of em-

ploying your bounty, I would leave England this Autumn, and

pafs the Winter at Laufanne, with M. de Voltaire and my old

friends. The armies no longer obftru£t my paflage, and it muft be

indifferent to you, whether I am at Laufanne or at London during

the Winter, fmce I fhall not be at Beriton. In the Spring I would

crofs the Alps, and after fome ftay in Italy, as the war muft then

9 be
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be terminated, return home through France; to live happily with

you and my dear mother. I am now two-and-twenty; a tour muft

take up a confiderable time, and though I believe you have no

thoughts of fettling me foon, (and I am fure I have not,) yet fo

many things may intervene, that the man who does not travel early,

runs a great rilk of not travelling at all. But this part of my
fcheme, as well as the whole, I fubmit entirely to you.

Permit me, dear Sir, to add, that I do not know whether the com-

plete compliance ' with my wifhes could increafe my love and gra-

titude ; but that I am very fure, no refufal could diminifli thofe fen-

timents with which I fhall always remain, dear Sir,

Your molt dutiful and obedient fon and fervant,

E. GiBBQN junior.
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N** XIII.

Mr. Mallet to Mr. Gibbok.

DEAR SIR, 1761.

COULD not procure you a ticket for the coronation, without put-

ting you to the expence often guineas. But I now fend you fome-

thing much more vakiable, which will coft you only a groat. When
will your father or you be in town ? Defire Becket to fend me one

of your books, well bound, for myfelf: all the other copies I gave

away, as Duke Defenany drunk out ten dozen of Lord Bolingbroke's

Champagne in his abfence—to your honour and glory. I need not

tell you that I am,

mofl: ufteclionately,

the Major's and your

Turn over, read, and be delighted. very humble fervant,

Let your father too read. D. Mallet.

J'ai lu avec autant d'avidite que de fatisfadion le bon et agre'abie

ouvrage, dont I'auteur m'a fait prefent. Je parle comme fi M. Gibbon

ne m'avoit pas loue', et meme un peu trop fort. J'ai lu le livre d'un

citoyen du monde, d'un veritable homme de lettres, qui les aime

pour elles memes, fans exception ni pre'vention, et qui joint a beau-

coup

I read with as much eagernefs as pleafure the excellent and agreeable work

with which the author prefented me. I fpeak as if Mr. Gibbon had not

praifed me, and that too warmly. His work is that of a real man of letters,

who loves them for their own fake, without exception or prejudice; and

who unites with much talent the more precious gift of good fenfe, and an

impartiality
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coup d'efprit, le bon fens plus rare que I'efprit, ainfi qu'unc im-

partialite qui le rend juile et modefte, malgre' rimpreflion qu'il a

du re^evoir des auteurs fans nombre qu'il a lus, ct tres bien lus.

J'ai done devore ce petit ouvrage, auquel je d«fircrois de bon coeur

une plus grande e'tendue, et que je voudrois faire lii:e a tout le

monde.

Je te'moigne aufli a My Lady Hervey, I'obligation que je lui ai, de

m'avoir fait connoitre un auteur qui prouve a chaque mot, que la

litte'rature n'eft ennemie que de I'ignorance et destravers, qui me'rite

d'avoir des Maty pour amis, et qui d'ailleurs honore et fortifie notre

langue par I'ufage que fon efprit en fait faire. Si j'etois plus favant,

j'appuyerois fur le me'rite des difcuflions, et>fur la juftefle des obfer-

vations.

Caylus.

impartiality that difplays his candour and juftice, in fpite of the bias that he

muft have received from the innumerable authors whom he has read and

ftudied. I have therefore perui'ed, with the greateft avidity, this little woikj

and wilh that it was more extenfive, and read univerfaliy.

I would alfo exprefs my thanks to Lady Hervey, for making me ac-

quainted with an author who proves in every page that learning is hoflile

only to ignorance and prejudice; who deferves to have a Maty for his

friend, and who adds honour and ftrength to our language by the ufe which

he fo ably makes of it. Were I more learned I fhould dwell on the merit

of the difcuffions, and the juftnefs of the obfervations.

Gaylus.
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N° XIV.

Geo. Lewis Scott Efquire to Edward Gibbon junior,

QUTPOSING you fettled in quarters, dear Sir, I obey your com-

mands, and fend you my thoughts, relating to thepurfuitof your

mathematical ftudies. You told me, you had read Clairaut's Alge-

bra, and the three firft books of I'Hopital's Conic Se£lions. You

did not mention the Elements of Geometry you had perufed. What-

ever they were, whether Euclid's, or by fome other, you will do

well, if you have not applied yourfelf that way for fome time

paft, to go over them again, and render the conclufions familiar to

your memory. You may defer, however, a very critical inquiry

into the principles and reafoning of geometers, till Dr. Simpfon's

new edition of Euclid (now^ in the prefs) appears. I would have

you ftudy that book well ; in the mean time recapitulate Clairaut

and I'Hopital, fo far as you have gone, and then go through the re-

mainder of the marquis's books v.'ith care. The fifth book will be

an Introduction to the Analyfe des Ti'Jimmcnt pet'its ;" to which I

would advife you to proceed, after finifliing the Conic Sedtions. The

Iiifniment pet'its may want a comment ; Croufaz has written one, but

it is a wretched performance : he did not underftand the firft prin-

ciples of the fcience he undertook to illuftrate ; and his geometry

{hews, that he did not underftand the firft principles of geometry.

There is a pofthumous work of M. Varignon's, called Eclaircijfemens

fur rAnalyfe des Injiniment petits. Paris, 1 725, 4to, This will be often

of ufe to you. However, it muft be owned, that the notion of the

Infiniment petits, or Injinitefimals^ as we call them, is too bold an af-

fumption, and too remote from the principles of the ancients, our

mafters in geometry j and has given a handle to an ingenious author

(Berkeley,
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(Berkeley, late blfliop of Cloyne) to attack, the logic of modern

mathematicians. He has been anfwered by many, but by none fo

clearly as by Mr. Maclaurin, in his Fluxions, (2 vols, in 4to,) where

you will meet with a collcftion of the moft valuable difcoveries

in the mathematical and phyfico-mathematical fciences. I recom-

mend this author to you ; but whether you ought to read him

immediately after M. de I'Hopital, may be a queftion. I think you

may be fatisfied at firft with reading his introdudllon, and chap. i.

book I. of the grounds of the Method of Fluxions, and then pro-

ceed to chap. 12. of the fame book, § 495 to § 505 inclufive, where

he treats of the Method of Infinitefimals, and of the Limits of Ratios.

You may then read chap. i. book II. § 697 to § 714 inclufive ; and

this you may do immediately after reading the firft fedlion of the

Analyfe des Infimmerit pet'its : or if you pleafe, you may poftpone a

critical inquiry into the principles of Infinitefimals and Fluxions, till

you have ^ttn the ufe and application of this dodtrine in the drawing

of Tangents, and in finding the Maxima and Minima of Geometrical

Magnitudes. Aiinal. des Injin. pet. § 2 and 3.

When you have read the beginning of THopital's 4th fe£l. to

fed. 65 inclufive, you may read Maclaurin's chap. 2, 3, and 4;
where he fully explains the nature of thefe higher orders of Fluxions,

and applies the notion to geometrical figures. Your principles being

then firmly eftablifhed, you may finifli M. de I'Hopital.

Your next ftep muft be to the inverfe method of Fluxions, called

by the French calcul integral. Monfieur de Bougainville has given

us a treatife upon this fubjedt, Paris, 1754, 4to. under the title

Tra'it'e du calcul integral pour fervir dcfuite a l'Aualyfe des Jnfinimcnt

pctits. You lliould have it ; but though he explains the methods

hitherto found out for the determination of Fluents from given

Fluxions, or in the French ftyle, pour trouvcr les tntegrales des dif-

ferences dgjitiees ; yet as he has not fhewn the ufe and application of

ithis dodrine, as de I'Hopital did, with refpect to that part which he

VOL. r, 31 treats
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treats of, M. de Bougainville's book is, for that reafon, not fo well

fuited to beginners as could be wiflied. You may therefore take

Carre's book in 410, printed at Paris, 1 700, and entitled, Methode

pour la Mefure dcs Surfaces^ &c. par VApplication dii Calcid integral.

Only I muft caution you againft depending upon him in his fourth

fed;ion, where he treats of the centre of ofcillation and percuffion j

he having made feveral miftakes there, as M. de Mairan has fhewn,

p. 196. Mem. de VAcad. Royale des Sciences, edit. Paris, 1735. After

Carre, you may read Bougainville.

I have recommended French authors to you, becaufe you are a

thorough mailer of that language, and becaufe, by their ftudying

ftyle and clearnefs of expreffion, they feem to me bed adapted to

beginners. Our authors are often profound and acute, but their la-

conifms, and negle£t of expreffion, often perplex beginners. I

except Mr. Maclaurin, who is very clear ; but then he has fuch a

vaft variety of matter, that a great part of his book is, on that ac-

count, too difficult for a beginner. I might recommend other au-

thors to you, as a courfe of elements ; for inftance, you might

read Mr. Thomas Simpfon's Geometry, Algebra, Trigonometry, and

Fluxions ; all which contain a great variety of good things. In his

Geometry he departs from Euclid without a fufficient reafon. How-
ever, you may read him after Dr. Robert Simfon's Euclid, or

together with it, and take notice of what is new in Thomas Simpfon.

His Algebra you may join with Clairaut ; and the rather that Clairaut

has been fparing of particular problems, and has, befides, omitted fe-

veral ufeful applications of Algebra. Simpfon's Fluxions may go hand

in hand with I'Hopital, Maclaurin, Carre, and Bougainville. If you

come to have a competent knowledge of thefe authors, you will be

far advanced, and you may proceed to the works of Newton, Cotes,

the Bernoulli's, Dr. Moivre, &c. as your inclination and time will

permit. Sir Ifaac Newton's treatife of the Quadrature of Curves has

been well commented by Mr. Stewart, and is of itfelf a good in-

flitution
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illlatlon of Fluxions. Sir Ilaac's Algebra is commented in feveral

places by Clairaut, and in more in Maclaurin's Algebra ; and New-

ton's famous Principia are explained by the Mifiims Jacqu'trs et le

Seur, Geneva, 4 vols. 4to. Cotes is explained by Don V/almefley,

in his Anahfe des M^fhres^ &c. Paris, 4to. You fee you may find

work enough. But my paper bids me fubfcribe myfelf, dear Sir,

Your moft obedient fervant,

^"'m7,]]1^T"' .
<^^o- ^^w^s Scott.

P. S. But I recollevSt, a little late, that the books I have men-

tioned, excepting Newton's Principia, and the occafional problems in

the reft, treat only of the abftrad: parts of the Mathematics ; and

you are, no doubt, willing to look into the concrete parts, or what is

called Mixed Mathematics, and the Phyfico-mathematical Sciences.

Of thefe the principal are, mechanics, optics, and aftronomy. As to

the principles of mechanics, M. d'Alembert has recommended M.
Trabaud's Principcs du Mouvement et de rEqidlibre, to beginners

;

and you cannot do better than to ftudy this book. In optics we
have Dr. Smith's Complete Syftem, 2 vols. 4to. I wilh though, we
had a good inftitution, fliort and clear ; the Dodlor's book entering

into too great details for beginners. However, you may confider his

firft book, or popular Treatife, as an Inftitution, and you will from

thence acquire a good deal of knowledge. In aftronomy I recom-

mend M. le Monnier's Injlitiitions AJlronomiqiies^ in 4to. Paris, 1 746.

It is a tranflation from Keil's Aftronomical Ledures, but with con-

fiderable additions. You fhould alfo have Caffini's Elemens (TAJiro-

nomie^ 2 vols. 4to. As to the phyfical caufes of the celeftial mo-

tions, after having read Maclaurin's account of Sir Ifaac Newton's

philofophical Difcoveries, and Dr. Pemberton's View of Sir Ifaac's

Philofophy, you may read the great author himfelf, with the com-

ment. But if you read Maclaurin's Fluxions throughout, you will

i?nd many points of Sir Ifaac's philofophy well explained there,

312 The
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The theory of light and colours fliould be ftudied in Sir Ifaac him-

felf, in the Englifli edition of his Optics, 8vo. there is a branch

of the optical fciences which I have not mentioned, that is, Per-

fpeftive. Dr. Brook Taylor's is the bell fyftem, but his ftyle and

expreflion is embarrafled and obfcure. L'Abbe de la Caille has alio

given a good treatife of Perfpedive, at the end of his Opl'ique : thefc

are of ule to painters ; but the theory of mathematical projedion

in general is more extenfive, and has been well treated of by old

writers, Clavius, Aguillonius, Tacquet, and De Chules : and lately

M. de la Caille has given a memoir among thofe of the Acad. Roy.

dcs Sciences of Paris, anno 1 74 1 , fur le calcid des projeSIions en ge^

nercd. This fubje£t is neceflary for the underftanding of the theory

of maps and planifpheres. Mathematicians have alfo applied their

art to the theory of founds and mufic. Dr. Smith's Harmonics is

the principal book of the kind.

Thus have I given you fome account of the principal elementary

authors in the different branches of mathematical knowledge, and

it were much to be wifhed that we had a com.plete inftitution, or

courfe, of all thefe things of a moderate fize, which might ferve as

an introdudtion to all the good original authors. Wolfius attempted

this ; his intention was laudable, but his book is fo full of errors of

the prefs, befides fome of his own, that I cannot recommend him.

to a beginner. He might be ufed occafionally for the fignification

of terms, and for many hiftorical fads relating to mathematics
;

and, befides, may be confidered as a colledor of problems, which

i« ufeful.

Befides the books T have mentioned, it might be of ufe to you to

have M. Montucla's Hijioire des Mathematiques^ in 4to. 2 vols. You
will there find a hiftory of the progrefs of the mathematical fciences,

and fome account of the principal authors relating to this fubjed.

I mentioned to you in converfation, the fuperior elegance of the

antient method of demonftration. If you incline to examine this

pointy
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point, after being well verfed in Euclid, you may proceed to Dr.

Simfon's Conic Sedions ; and to form an idea of the antient analyfis

or method of inveftigating the folution of geometrical problems, read

Euclid's Data, which Dr. Simfon will publifli, together with his new

edition of Euclid ; and then read his Loci Plant, in 4to. The elegance

of the method of the ancients is confefled ; but it feems to require the*

reihembrance of a great multitude of propofitions, and in complicated

problems it does not feem probable that it can be extended fo far as.

the algebraic method.

1S° XV.

Edward Gibbon Efqulre to Mrs. Gibbon, Beriton..

DEAR MADAM, Paris. February the 12th, 1763,

X70U remember our agreement,—Ihort and frequent letters. The
firfl part of the treaty you have no doubt of my obferving. I

think I ought not to leave you any of the fecond. yl propos of

treaty : our definitive one was figned here yefterday, and this morn-

ing the Duke of Bridgewater and Mr. • Neville went for London

with the news of it. The plenipotentiaries fat up till ten o'clock

in the morning at the ambaflador of Spain's ball, and then v/ent to

fign this treaty, which regulates the fate of Europe.

Paris, in moft refpedls, has fully anfwered my expectations, j

have a number of very good acquaintance, which increafe every

day ; for nothing is fo eafy as the making them here. Inftead of

complaining of the want of them, I begin already to think of mak-

ing a choice. Next Sunday, for inftance, I have only three invita-

tions to dinner. Either ia the houfes you are already acquainted,

you
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you meet with people who afk you to come and fee them, or feme

of your friends ofter themfelves to Introduce you. When I fpeak of

thefe connections, I mean chiefly for dinner and the evening. Sup-

pers, as yet, I am pretty much a flranger to, and I fancy flTall con-

tinue fo ; for Paris Is divided into two fpecles, who have but little

communication with each other. The one, wTio is chiefly con-

nedled with the men of letters, dine very much at home, are glad to

fee their friends, and pafs the evenings till about nine, in agreeable

and rational converfation. The others are the mofl; falLlonable, fup

in numerous parties, and always play, or rather game, both before

and after fupper. You may eafily guefs which fort fults me beft.

Indeed, Madam, we may fay what we pleafe of the frivolity of the

French, but I do afllire you, that in a fortnight pafl'ed at Paris, I

have heard more converfation worth remembering, and feen more

men of letters among the people of £ifhlon, than I had done in two

or three winters in London.

Amongft my acquaintance 1 cannot help mentioning M. Helvetius,

the author of the famous book de VEfprit. I met him at dinner at

Madame GeofFrln's, where he took great notice of me, made me a

vifit next day, has ever fmce treated me, not in a polite but a

friendly manner. Befides being a fenfible man, an agreeable com-

panion, and the worthiefl: creature in the world, he has a very pretty

wife, an hundred thoufand livres a year, and one of the beft tables

in Paris. The only thing I dlflike in him is his great attachment to,

and admiration for, * * * *, whofe chara£ler is indeed at Paris

beyond any thing you can conceive. To the great civility of this

foreigner, who was not obliged to take the leaft notice of me, I mufl;

juft.contraft the behaviour of * =» * * * * .
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N° XVI.

Mr. Gibbon to his Father.

DEAR SIR, Paris, February 24, 1763.

T RECEIVED your letter about twelve days after its date, owing, as

I apprehend, to Mr. Foley's negligence. My diredlion is, a

Monfieiir Monfteur Gibbon, Getitilbomme Auglois a VHotel de L071-

dres^ rue de Columbier^ Fauxbourg St. Germahis, a Paris. You fee I am
flill in that part of the town ; and indeed from all the intelligence I

could colled, I faw no reafon to change, either on account of cheap-

nefs or pleafantnefs. Madame Bontems, Mrs. Mallet's friend, and

a Marquis de Mirabeau, (I got acquainted with at her houfe,) have

a£led a very friendly part ; though all their endeavours have only

ferved to convince me that Paris is unavoidably a very dear place. I

am forry to find my Englifli cloaths look very foreign. The French

are now exceflively long-waifted. At prefent we are in mourning

for the Bilhop of Liege, the king's uncle ; and exped: foon another

of a fingular nature, for the old Pretender, who is very ill. They
mourn for him, not as a crowned head, but as a relation of the

king's. I am doubtful how the Englifli here will behave ; indeed

we can have no difficulties, fince we need only follow the example

of the Duke of Bedford.

I have nov^r paflcd nearly a month in this place, and I can fay Math

truth, that it has anfwered my mo ft fanguine expedations. The
buildings of every kind, the libraries, the public diverfions, take up

a great part of my time ; and I have already found feveral houfes,

where it is both very eafy and very agreeable to be acquainted.

Lady Harvey's recommendation to Madame Geoffirin was a moft

excellent one. Her houfe is a very good one ; regular dinners there

every Wednefday, and the beft company of Paris, in men of letters

and people of fafhion. It was at her houfe I conneded myfelf with

2 M. Helvetius,

%
-i4Ct:



432 LETTERS TO AND FROM

M. Helvetlus, who, from his heart, his head, and his fortune, Is a

mofl valuable man.

At his houfe I was introduced to the Baron d'Olbach, who is a

man of parts and fortune, and has two dinners every week. The

other houfes I am known in, are the Duchefs d'Aiguillon's, Madame

la ComtefTe de Froulay's, Madame du Bocagc, Madame Boyer,

M. le Marquis de Mirabeau, and M. de Foucemagn. All thefe

people have their diflerent merit ; in fome I meet v;ith good din-

ners ; in others, Societies for the evening ; and in all, good fenfe,

'

entertainment, and civility ; which, as I have no favours to afk, or

bufmefs to tranfad; with them, is fufficient for me. Their men of

letters are as affable and communicative as I expe£ted. My letters

to them did me no harm, but were very little neceifary. My book

had been of great fervice to me, and the compliments I have re-

ceived upon it would make me infufferably vain, if I laid any ftrefs

on them. AVhen I take notice of the civilities I have received, I miift

take notice too of what 1 have feen of a contrary behaviour. You

know how much I always built upon the Count de Caylus : he has

not been of the leaft ufe to me. With great difficulty I have feen

him, and that is all. I do not, however, attribute his behaviour to

pride, or diflike to me, but folely to the man's general charader,

which feems to be a very odd one. De la Motte, Mrs, Mallet's

fiiend, has behaved very drily to me, though I have dined with

him twice. But I can forgive him a great deal, in confideration of

his having introduced me to M. d'Augny (Mrs. Mallet's fon). Her

men are generally angels or devils ; but here I really think, without

being very prone to admiration, that fhe has faid very little too much

of him. As far as I can judge, he has certainly an uncommon degree

of underftanding and knowledge, and, I believe, a great fund of

honour and probity. We are very much together, and I think our

intimacy feems to be growing into a friendfliip. Next Sunday we
go to Verfailles ; the king's guard is done by a detachment from

I Paris,
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Paris, which is relieved every four days ; and as he goes upon this

command, it is a very good oc^afion for me to fee the palace. I

fhall not negled, at the fame time, the opportunity of informing

myfelf of the French difcipline.

The great nev\rs at prefent is the arrival of a very extraordinary

perfon from the Ifle of France in the Eaft Indies. An obfcure

Frenchman, w^ho was lately come into the ifland, being very ill, and

given over, faid, that before he died he muft difcharge his confcience

of a great burden he had upon it, and declared to feveral people, he

wa.s the accomplice of Damien, and the very perfon who held the

liorfes. Unluckily for him, the man recovered after this declaration,

was immediately fent prifoner to Paris, and is jufl landed at Port

I'Orient, from whence he is daily expected here, to unravel the

whole myflery of that dark affair. This flory (which at firft was

laughed at) has now gained entire credit, and I apprehend muft be

founded on real fadl.

A lady of Mifs Caryll's acquaintance has defired me to convey the

inclofed letter to her. You will be fo good as to fend it over to Lady-

holt. I hope I need fay nothing of my fentiments towards our

friends at Beriton, nor of my readinefs to execute any of their com-

mands here.

I am, dear Sir, moft affedionately yours,

E. Gibbon.

VOL. I. 3 K
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N^'XVII.

Mr. Gibbon to Mr. Holroyd at Laufanne.

DEAR HOLROYD, Boromean Elands, May the i6:h, 1764.

TTURRY of running about, time taken up with feeing places, &c.

**• &c. &c. are excellent excufes ; but I fancy you will guefs

that my lazinefs and averfion to writing to my beft friend are the

real motives, and I am afraid you will have guefled right.

We are at this minute in a moil magnificent palace, in the middle

of a vaft lake ; ranging about fuites of rooms without a foul to

interrupt us, and fecluded from the reft of the univerfe. We fhall

fit down in a moment to fupper, attended by all the Count's houfe-

hold. This is the fine fide of the medal : turn to the reverfe. We
are got here wet to the fkin ; we have crawled about fine gardens

which rain and fogs prevented our feeing ; and if to-moiTow does

not hold up a little better, we fhall be in fome doubt whether we

can fay we have feen thefe famous iflands. Guife fays yes, and I

fay no. The Count is not here; we have our fupper from a paultry

hedge alehoufe, (excufe the bull,) and the fervants have offered us

beds in the palace, purfuant to their mafter's diredions,

I hardly think you will like Turin ; the court is old and dull

;

and in that country every one follows the example of the court.

The principal amufement feems to be, driving about in your coach

in the evening, and bowing to the people you meet. If you go

while the Royal Family is there, you have the additional pleafure

of flopping to falute them every time they pafs. I had that advan-

tage fifteen times one afternoon. We were prefented to a lady who

keeps a public aflembly, and a very mournful one it is j the few

women that go to it are each taken up by their cicifbeo ; and a poor

Englilhman, who can neither talk Piedmontols nor play at Faro,

1 ftandg
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ftands by hlmfelf without one of their haughty nobility doing hin\

the honour of fpeaking to him. You muft not attribute this account

to our not having ftaid long enough to form connexions. It is a

general complaint of our countrymen, except of Lord *• * *, who

has been engaged for about two years in the fervice of a lady,

whofc long nofe is her moil diftlnguifhing fine feature. The moft

fociable women I have met Avith are the king's daughters. I chatted

for about a quarter of an hour with them, talked about Laufanne,

and grew fo very free and eai'y, that I drew my fnuff-box, rapped

it, took fnuft' twice (a crime never knov/n before in the prefence

chamber), and continued my difcourfe in my ufual attitude of my
body bent forwards, and my fore finger ftrctched out *. As it might

however have been difficult to keep up this acquaintance, I chiefly

employ my time in feeing places, which fully repaid me in pleafure

the trouble of my journey. What entertained me the moft, was the

mufeum and the citadel. The firft is under the care of a M. Bartoli,

who received us, without any introdudlion, in tlie politefl manner

in the world, and was of the greateft fervice to us, as I dare fay he

will be to y6u. The citadel is a ftupendous work ; and when you
have feen the fubterraneous part of it, you will fcarcely think it pof-

fible fuch a place can ever be taken. As it is however a regular one,

it does not pique my curiofity fo much as thofe irregular fortifica-

tions hewn out of the Alps, as Exiles, Feneftrelles, and the Brunette

would have done, could we have fpared the time neceflary. Our

next ftage from Turin has been Milan, where we were mere fpe€C2L_

tors, as it was not worth while to endeavour at forming connexions

for fo very few days. I think you will be furprifed at the great

church, but infinitely more fo at the regiment of Baden, which is in

the citadel. Such fteadinefs, fuch alertnefs in the men, and fuch

* This attitude continued to be charafteriftic of Mr. Gibbon. The engraving iu

the frontifpiece of the Memoirs is taken from the figure of Mr. Gibbon cut with

fciffars by Mrs. Brown thirty years after the date of this letter. The cxtraorduiary

talents of this lady have furnifhed as complete a likenefs of Mr. Gibbon, as to pcrfon,

face, and manner, z,i, can be conceived ; yet it was done in his abfence* S.

3.K 2 e^'adinc-Jf5
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exadlnefs in the officers, as exceeded all my expedations. Next Friday

I fliall fee the regiment reviewed by General Serbelloni^ Perhaps

I may write a particular letter about it. From Milan we proceed

to Genoa, and thence to Florence. You ftare—But really we find

it fo inconvenient to travel like mutes, and to lofe a number of

curious things for want of being able to affift our eyes with our

tongues, that we have refumed our original plan, and leave Venice

for next year. I think I Ihould advife you to do the fame.

Milan, May i8th, 1764.

, The next morning was not fair, but however we were able to

take a view of the iflands, which, by the help of fome imagination,

we conclude to be a very delightful, though not an enchanted place.

I would certainly advife you to go there from Milan, which you

may very well perform in a day and half.' Upon our return, we

found Lord Tilney and fome other Englifh in their way to Venice.

We heard a melancholy piece of news from th-em : Byng died at

Bologna a few days ago of a fever. I am fure you will be all very

forry to hear it.

We expedl a volume of news from you in relation to Laufanne,

and in particular to the alliance of the Duchefs v/ith the Frog. Is it

already concluded ? How does the bride look after her great revo-

lution ? Pray embrace her and the adorable, if you can, in both our-

names ; and allure them, as well as all the Spring'^ ^ that we talk of

them very often, but particularly of a Sunday ; and that we are fo

difconfolate, that we have neither of us commenced cicifbeos as yet,,

whatever we may do at Florence. We have drank the Duchefs's

health, not. forgetting the little woman on the top of Mount Cenis, in

the middle of the Lago Maggiore, &c. &c. I expect fome account

of the faid little woman. Who is my fucceflbr ? I think * * * *

had began to fupplant me before I went. I exped: your anfwer at

Florence, and your perfon at Rome ; which the Lord grant. Araen.

• The foclety of young ladies mentioned in the Memoirs^
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N° XVIIL

Mr. Gibbon to Mr. Holroyd at Berlin.

DEAR HOLROYD, Beriton, Oaoberaift, 1765.

HY did I not leave a letter for you at Marfeilles ? For a veiy

plain reafon : becaufe I did not go to Marfeilles. But, as you

have moft judicioufly added, why did not I fend one ? Humph. I

own that nonplufles me a little. However, hearken to my hiiloiy.

After revolving a variety of plans, and fuiting them as well as

poflible to time and finances, Guife and I at lall agreed to pafs from

Venice to Lyons, fwim down the Rhone, wheel round the fouth of

France, and embark at Bourdeaux. Alas ! At Lyons I received

letters which convinced me that I ought no longer to deprive my
country of one of her greateft ornaments. Unwillingly I obeyed,

left Guife to execute alone the remainder of our plan, paffed about

ten delicious days at Paris, and arrived in England about the end of

June. Guife followed me about two months afterwards, as I was

informed by an epiftle from him, which, to his great aftonifhment,

1 immediately anfwered. You perceive there is ftilf fome virtue

amongft men. Exempli gratia, your letter is dated Vienna,, October

1 2th, 1765; it made its appearance at Beriton, Wednefday evening,

October the 29th. I am at this prefent writing, fitting in my library,

on Thurfday morning, between the hours of twelve and one. I

have ventured to fuppofe you ftill at Berlin ; if not, 1 prefume vou

take care that your letters fhould follow you. This ideal march to

Berlin is the only one I can make at prefent. I am under command
;

and were I to talk of a third fally as yet, I know fome certain people

who would think it juft as ridiculous as the third fally of the re-

•nownedDon Quixote, All I ever hoped for was, to be able to take

^ the
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the field once more, after lying quiet a couple of years. I mull

own that your executing your tour in fo complete a manner gives

me a little felfifh . If I make a fummer's efcape to Berlin, I

cannot hope for the companion I flattered myfclf with. 1 am forry

however I have faid fo much ; but as It is difficult to encreafe your

Honour's proper notions of your own perfedlions, I will e'en let it

ftand. Indeed I owed you fomething for your account of the fa-

vourable reception my book has met with. I fee there are people of

tafte at Vienna, and no longer wonder at your liking it. Since the

court Is fo agreeable, a thorough reformation muft have taken place.

The ftlffnefs of the Aulblan etiquette, and the haughty magnificence

of the Hungarian princes, muft have given way to more civilized

notions. You have (no doubt) informed yourfelf of the forces and

revenues of the emprefs. I think (however unfafhionably) we

always eftecmed her. Have you loft or improved that opinion.

Princes, like pictures to be admired, muft be feen in their proper

point of view, which is often a pretty diftant one. I am afraid you

will find it peculiarly fo at Berlin.

I need not defire you to pay a moft minute attention to the Auftrian

and Pruffian difcipline. You have been bit by a mad ferjeant as well

as myfelf ; and when we meet, we ihall run over every particular

which we can approve, blame, or imitate. Since my arrival, I

have aflumed the auguft charader of Major, received returns, iffued

orders, &c. &c. &c. I do not intend you fhall have the honour of

reviewing my troops next fummer. Three fourths of the men will

be recruits ; and during my pilgrimage, difcipline feems to have been

relaxed. But I fummon you to fulfil another engagement. Make

me a vlfit next fummer. You will find here a bad houfe, a pleafant

country In fummer, fome books, and very little Jlratige company.

Such a plan of life for two or three months muft, I fhould Imagine,

fuit a man who has been for as many years ftruck from one end of

Europe to the other like a tennis-ball. At leaft I judge of you by

myfelf.
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myfelf. I always loved a quiet, ftudious, indolent life ; but, never

enjoyed the charms of it fo truly, as fince my return from an agree-

able but fatiguing courfe of motion and hurry. However I fliall

hear of your arrival, which can fcarcely be fo foon as January 1766,

and fhali probably have the misfortune of meeting you in town foon

after. We may then fettle any plans for the enfuing campaign.

En atteiidant^ (admire me, this is the only fcrap of foreign lingo I

have imported into this epiftle—if you had feen that of Guife to

me !) let me tell you a piece of Laufanne news. Nanette Grand is

married to Lieutenant-colonel Prevot. Grand wrote to me ; and by

the next poll I congratulated both father and daughter. There is

exa£tnefs for you. The Curchod (Madame Necker) I faw at Paris.

She was very fond of me, and the hufband particularly civil. Could

they infult me more cruelly ? Afk me every evening to fupper
;
go

to bed, and leave me alone with his wife—^what an impertinent fecu-

rity ! it is making an old lover of mighty little confequence. She is

as handfome as ever, and much genteeler ; feems pleafed with her

fortune rather than proud of it. I was (perhaps indifcreetly enough)

exalting Nanette d'lUens's good luck and the fortune. What fortune ?

(faid Ihe, with an air of contempt)—not above twenty thoufand

livres a-year. I fmiled, and Ihe caught herfelf immediately.

—

" What airs I give myfelf in defpifmg twenty thoufand livres a-year,

" who a year ago looked upon eight hundred as the fummit of my
" wifhes."

I muft end this tedious fcrawl. Let me hear from you : I think

I deferve it. Believe me, Dear Holroyd, I Ihare in all your pleafures»

and feel all your misfortunes. Poor Bolton ! I faw it in the newf-

paper. Is Ridley with you ? I fufpeit not ; but if he is, aflure him

I do not forget him though he does me. Adieu j and believe me,

moft aftedionately yours,

E. Gibbon Junior.
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N" XIX.

Edward Gibbon j^/^- ^° ]• Holroyd E/q,

DEAR HOLROYD, BeRiTOpr, April 29, 1767,

T HAPPENED to-night to ftumble upon a very odd piece of intel-

ligence in the St. James's Chronicle ; it related to the marriage

of a certain Monfieur Olroy*, formerly Captain of Huflars. I do

not know how it came into my head that this Captain of HulTars

was not unknown to me, and that he might pofTibly be an acquaint-

ance of yours. If I am not miftaken in my conjedture, pray give

my compliments to him, and tell him from me, that I am at leaft as

well pleafed that he is married as if I were fo myfelf. AfTure him,

however, that though as a philofopher I may prefer celibacy, yet as

a politician I think it highly proper that the fpecies fliould be propa-

gated by the ufual method ; aflure him even that I am convinced,

that if celibacy is expofed to fewer miferies, marriage can alone pro-

mife real happinefs, fmce domeftic enjoyments are the fource of

every other good. May fuch happinefs, which is beftowed on few,

be given to him ; the tranfient bleflings of beauty, and the more

durable ones of fortune, good fenfe, and an amiable dlfpofition.

I can eafily conceive, and as eaflly excufe you, if you have

thought mighty little this winter of your poor rufticated friend. I

have been confined ever fmce Chrlftmas, and confined by a fucceflion

of very melancholy occupations. I had fcarcely arrived at Beriton,

where I propofed flaying only about a fortnight, when a brother of

Mrs. Gibbon's died unexpededly, though after a very long and painful

illnefs. We were fcarcely recovered from the confufion which fuch

an event mufl produce in a family, when my father was taken dan-

* The name was fo fpelt in the newfpapers.

geroully



EDWARD GIBBON Efqulre. 441

geroufly 111, aud with fome intervals has continued fo ever fince.

1 can aflure you, my dear Holroyd, "that the fame event appears in

a very different light when the danger is ferious and immediate ; or

when, in the gaiety of a tavern dinner, we affedl an infenfibility that

would do us no great honour were it real. My father is now much
better ; but I have hnce been aflailed by a fevere ftroke—the lofs of

a friend. You remember, perhaps, an officer of our militia, whom
I fometimcs ufed to compare to yourfelf. Indeed, the comparifon

would have done honour to any one. His feelings were tender and

noble, and he was always guided by them : his principles were jufl

and generous, and he afted up to them. I Ihall fay no more, and

you will excufe my having faid fo much, of a man with whom you
were unacquainted ; but my mind is juft now fo very full of him,

that I cannot eafily talk, or even think, of any thing elfe. If I know
you right, you will not be offended at my wea/aiefs.

What rather adds to my uneafmefs, is the neccffity I am under of

joining our militia the day after to-morrow. Though the lively

hurry of fuch a fcene might contribute to divert my ideas, yet

every circumftance of it, and the place itfelf, (which was that of his

refidence,) will give me many a painful moment, I know nothing

would better raife my fpirits than a vifit from you ; the requeft may
appear unfeafonable, but I think I have heard you fpeak of an tincle

you had near Southam.pton. At all events, I hope you \vill fnatch a

moment to write to me, and give me fome account of your prefent

fituation and future defigns. As you are now fettered, I fhould ex-

ped: you will not be fuch a hk et nbiquc *, as you have been fince

your arrival in England. I ftay at Southampton from the firft to

the twenty-eighth of May, and then propofe making a fliort vifit to

town : if you are any where in the neighbourhood of it, you may
depend upon feeing me. I fliall then concert meafures for feeing a

* The motto of the regiment called Royal Forefters, in which Mr. Holroyd had

been Captain.

VOL. I.
-

'

3 L little
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little more of you next winter, than I have lately clone, as I hope to

take a pretty long fpell in town. I Cuppofe Guife has often fallen in

your way : he has never once written to me, nor I to him : in the

country we want materials, and in London we want time. I ought

to recolleft, that you even want time to read my unmeaning fcrawl.

Believe, however, my dear Holroyd, that it is the fuicere expreflioa

of a heart entirely yours.

N'XX.

Edward Gibbon Efq. to
J. B. Holroyd Efq.

DEAR HOLROYD, Beriton, OAober i6, 1769.

T RECEIVED your agreeable millive about two days ago ; and anx

glad to find that, after all your errors^ you are at laft a fettled man.

I do moft fincerely regret that it is not in my power to obey your

immediate fummons. Some very particular bufmefs will not at

prefent permit me to be long abfent from Beriton. The fame

bufmefs w^ill carry me to town, about the fixth of next month, for

fome days. On my return, I do really hope and intend to florm

your caftle before Chriftmas, as I prefume you will hardly remove

fooner. I fhould be glad to meet Cambridge ; but the plain difh of

friendfhip will fatisfy me, without the feafoning of Attic wit. Do
you know any thing of Guife ? Have you no inclination to look at

the Ruffians ? AVe have a bed at your fervice. Vale.

Prefent my fincere refpeils to thofe who are dear to you ; believe-

me, they are fo to me.
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N° XXI.

7he Same to the Same.

DEAR HOLROYD, Pall-Mall. Dec. 25, 1769.

QOME daemon, the enemy of frlendfhip, feems to have determined

that we fhall not meet at Sheffield-Place. I was fully refolved

to make amends for my lazy fcruples, and to dine with you to-

morrow ; when I received a letter this day from my father, which

irrefiftibly draws me to Beriton for about ten days. The above-

mentioned daemon, though he may defer my projedls, fliall riot

however difappoint them. Since you intend to pafs the winter in

retirement, it will be a far greater compliment to quit a£tive, gay,

political London, than the drowfy defart London of the holidays.

But I retradl. What is both pleafmg and fmcere, is above that pro-

ftituted word complhnent. Believe me
Mod fmcerely yours.

^A propos^ I forgot the compliments of the feafon, &c. &c.

N" XXII.

'The Same to the Same.

DEAR HOLROYD. Oaober 6, 1771,

T SIT down to anfwer your epiftle, after taking a very pleafant

ride.—A ride! and upon what?—Upon a horfe.

—

Tou lie!—

I

don't.— I have got a droll little poney, and intend to renew the long

forgotten pradice of equitation, as it was known in the world before

3 L 2 the
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the fecOhd of June of the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hun-

dred and fixty-three. As I ufed to reafon againft riding, fo I can

now argue for it ; and indeed ' the principal ufe I know in human

reafon is, when called upon, to furniili arguments for what we have

an inclination to do.

What do you mean by prefuming to affirm, that I am of no ufe

here ? Farmer Gibbon of no ufe ? Lajl week I fold all my hops,

and I believe well, at nine guineas a hundred, to a very refponfible

man. Some people think I might have got more at Weyhill Fair,

but that would have been an additional expence, and a great un-

certainty. Our quantity has difappointed us very much ; but I think,

that befides hops for the family, there will not be lefs than 500 1.
;

—

no contemptible fum off thirteen fmall acres, and two of them planted

laft year only. This week I let a little farm in Petersfield by audion,

and propofe raifmg it from 25 1. to 35I. per annum: and Farmer

Gibbon of no ufe \

To be ferious ; I have but one reafon for refifting your invitation,

and my own wifhes ; that is, Mrs. Gibbon I left nearly alone all lafl:

winter, and fhall do the fame this. She fubmits very cheerfully to

that ftate of folitude ; but, on founding her, I am convinced that

fhe would think it unkind were I to leave her at prefent. I know

you fo well, that I am fure you will acquiefce in this reafon ; and let

me make my next vifit to Sheffield-Place from town, which I think

may be a little before Chriftmas. I fhould like to hear fomething of

the precife time, duration, and extent of your intended tour into

Bucks. Adieu.
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N" XXIII.

Edward Gibbon Efq. to J.
B. Holroyd Efq.

MOST RESPECTABLE SOUTH SAXON,
'

Beriton, Nov. i8, 1771.

Tt would ill become me to reproach a dilatory correfpondent

;

^is tuUrit Gracchos defedit'ione querentes f

efpecially when that correfpondent had given me hopes of under-

taking a very troublefome expedition for my fole advantage. "Yet

thus much I may fay, that I am obliged very foon to go to town

upon other bufmefs, which, in that hope, I have hitherto deferred.

If by next Sunday I have no anfwer, or if I hear that your journey

to Denham is put oKfine die^ or to a long day, I fhall on Monday

fet off for London, and wait your future will with faith, hope, and

charity. Adieu.

N° XXIV.

Edward Gibbon Efq. to John Baker HoitROyd Efq.

Sheffield-Place.

DEAR HOLROYD, London, 1772.

/-r^HE fudden change from the fobriety of Sheffield-Place to the irre-

^ gularities of this town, and to the wicked company of Wilbra-

ham, Clarke, Darner, &c. having deranged me a good deal, I am

forced to employ one of my fecretaries to acquaint you with a piece

of news I know nothing about myfelf. It is certain, fome extra-

ordinary intelligence is arrived this morning from Denmark, and as

certain that the levee was fuddenly prevented by it. The particulars

of
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of that intelligence are varioufly and obfcurely told. It is faid, that

the king had railed a little phyfician to the rank of minifter and Gany-

mede ; fuch a mad adminiftration had fo difgufted all the nobility, that

the fleet and army had rofe, and fhut up the king in his palace. La

Kehiefe trotwe melee la dedans ; and it is reported that Ihe is confined,

but whether in confequence of the infurre£tion, or fome other caufe,

is not agreed. Such is the rough draft of an affair that nobody yet

underflands. Embrajfe% de ma part Madame^ et le rejle de la chere

famille. Gibbon.

Et plus has—WiLBRAHAM, See.

N" XXV.

Edward Gibbon Efq. to J.
B. Holroyd Efq.

Boodle's, io o'clock, Monday night, Feb. 3, 1772.

J LOVE, honour, and refpe(Sl:, every member of ShefTield-Place; even

my great enemy * Datch, to v*^hom you v^rill pleafe to convey my
fmcere wifhes, that noftmpleton may-wait on him at dinner, that his

wife papa may not fhew him any pictures, and that his much wnfer

mamma may chain him hand and foot, in diredt contradidion to

Magna Charta and the bill of rights.

It is difficult to write news, becaufe there is none. Parliament is

perfedlly quiet ; and I think that Barre, who is juft now playing at

whifl in the room, will not have exercife of the lungs, except, per-

haps, on a meflage much talked of, and foon expected, to recommend

it to the wifdom of the Houfe of Commons to provide a proper

future remedy againft the improper marriages of the younger

branches of the Royal Family. The noife of * * * * is fubfided,

but there was fome foundation for it. * * * «- *'s expences in his

bold enterprize were yet unpaid by government. The hero threat-

* The name by which the child caMed himfelf.

I ened,



EDWARD GIBBON Efquire. 447

ened, afliimed the patriot, received a fop, and again funk into the

courtier. As to Denmark, it feems now that the king, who was

totally unfit for government, has only paffed from the hands of his

queen wife, to thofe of his queen mother-in-law. * * * * is faid

to have indulged a very vague tafte in her amours. She would not

he admitted into the Pantheon, whence the gentlemen proprietors

exclude all beauty, unlefs unfpotted and immaculate (tautology by

the bye), 'the gentlemen proprietors ^ on the other hand, are friends

and patrons of the leopard beauties. Advertlfing challenges have

paffed between the two great fadions, and a bloody battle is expected

Wednefday night. ^A propos, the Pantheon, in point of ennui and

magnificence, is the wonder of the eighteenth century and of the

Britilh empire. Adieu.

N° XXVI.

'The Same to ibe Same.

Boodle's, Saturday night, Feb. 8, 1772.

^-pHOUGH it is very late, and the bell tells me that I have not above

ten minutes left, I employ them with pleafure in congratu-

lating you on the late vidory of our dear mamma the Church of

England. She had laft Thurfday feventy-one rebellious fons, who
pretended to fet afide her will on account of infanity : but two hun-

dred and feventeen worthy champions, headed by Lord North,

Burke, Hans Stanley, Charles Fox, Godfrey Clarke, &c. thoiigh

they allowed the thirty-nine claufes of her teflament were abfurd

and unreafonable, fupported the validity of it with infinite humour.

By the bye, ****** prepared himfelf for that holy war, by

paffing twenty-two hours in the pious exercife of hazard ; his devo-

tions coll hira. only about 500 1. per hour—in all 1 1,000 1. * * * *-

lofl
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loft 5000 1. This is from the beft authority. I hear too, but will not

warrant it, that * * * -*, by -way of paying his court to * * * *,

has loft this winter 12,000 1. How I long to be ruined !

There are two county contefts. Sir Thomas Egerton and Colonel

Townley in Lancafhire, after the county had for fome time gone

a-begging. In Salop, Sir Watkin, fupported by Lord Gower, hap-

pened by a pundilio to difoblige Lord Craven, who told us laft night,

that he had not quite 9000 1. a-year in that county, and who has fet

up Pigot againft him. You may fuppofe we all wifh for Got Amighty

againft that black devil.

I am forry your journey is deferred. Compliments to Datch. As

he is now in durance, great minds forgive their enemies, and I hope

he may be releafed by this time. Coming, Sir. Adieu.

You fee the Princefs of \V. is gone. Hans Stanley fays, it Is

believed the Emprefs Queen has taken the fame journey.

N" XXVII.

Edward Gibbon Efq. to J.
B. Holroyd Efq.

DEAR HOLROYD, London, Feb. 13, 1772.

'-J-' HE papers and plans arrived fafe in town laft night, and will

be in your hands in their inta£t virgin ftate in a day or two.

Confider them at leifure, if that word is known in the rural life.

Unite, divide, but (above all) raife. Bring them to London with

you : I wait your orders ; nor fhall I, for fear of tunibling, take a

fmgle ftep till your arrival, which, on many accounts, I hope will

not be long deferred.

Clouds ftill hover over the horizon of Denmark. The public

circumftances of the revolution are related, and, I underftand, very

exadly,
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exadly, in the foreign papers. The fecret fprings of it ftlll remain

unknown. The town indeed fecms at piefent quite tired of the

fubje(fl. The Princefs's death, her charader, and what fhe left,

engfofs the converfation. She died without a will ; and as her

Cavings were generally difpofed of in charity, the fmall remains of

her perfonal fortune will make a trifling objedt when divided

among her children. Her favourite the Princefs of B. very properly

infifted on the king's immediately fealing up all the papers, to

fecure her from the idle reports which would be fo readily fwal-

lowed by the great Englifli monfter. The bufmefs of Lord and

Lady ***** is finally compromifed, by the arbitration of the

Chancellor and Lord * * * * *. He gives her 1200 1. a-year

feparate maintenance, and 1500!. to fet out with : but as her Lady-

fhip is now a new face, her hufband, who has already beftowed

on the public feventy young beauties, has conceived a violent but

hopelefs paffion for his chafte moiety. *******
*****************JS*i.
Lord Chefterfield is dying. County oppofitions fubfide. Adieu..

Entirely yours.

N» XXVIIL

The Same to the Same,

DEAR HOLROYD, Feb. 21. 177,.

* ******** * * ***** :5|t

'OWEVER, notwithftanding my indignation, I will employ five

minutes in telling you two or three recent pieces of news.

I. Charles Fox is commenced patriot, and is already attempting to

pronounce the words cotmtry^ liberty, corruption^ &c. ; with what fuc-

VOL. I. 3 M cefs.
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cefs, time will difcover. Yefterday he refigned the Admiralty. The

ftory is, that he could not prevail on miniftry to join with him in

his intended repeal of the marriage ad:, (a favourite meafure of his

father, who oppofed it from its origin,) and that Charles very judi-

cioufly thought Lord Holland's friendfhip imported him more than

Lord North's.

2. Yefterday the marriage mefTage came to both Houfes of Parlia-

ment. You will fee the words of it in the papers : and, thanks to

the fubmiflive piety of this feflion, it is hoped that *******
*********.

3. To-day the Houfe of Commons was employed in a very odd

way. Tommy Townfhend moved, that the fermon of Dr. Knowell,

who preached before the Houfe on the 30th of January, [id ejl^

before the Speaker and four members,) fhould be burnt by the

common hangman, as containing arbitrary, tory, high-flown doc-

trines. The Houfe was nearly agreeing to the motion, till they re-

coUeded that they had already thanked the Preacher for his excellent

difcourfe, and ordered it to be printed. Knowell's bookfeller is much

obliged to the Right Honourable Tommy Townfhend.

'

When do you come to town ? I want money, and am tired of

flicking to the earth by fo many roots. EmbraJJcz de ma part^ &c.

Adieu,

Ever yours.
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N** XXIX.

Edward Gibbon Efquirc to Mrs. Gibbon, Benton.

DEAR MADAM, London, March 21, 1772.

T HAVE advanced with fome care and fome fuccefs in gaining an

idea of the Lenborough eftate. The tenants are at will, and,

from a comparilbn of my rents with the neigbouring ones, particu-

larly Lord * * * *, there is great probability that my eftate is

very much under-let. My friend Holroyd, who is a moft invaluable

counfellor, is ftrongly of that opinion. Sir * * * * * *- is juft

come home. I am forry to fee many alterations, and little improve-

ment. From an honeft wild Englifh buck, he is grown z. philofopber.

Lord * * * * difpleafes every body by the affed:ation of confe-

quence : the young baronet difgufts no lefs by the afFedation of wif-

dom. He fpeaks in fhort fentences, quotes Montagne, feldom fmiles,

never laughs, drinks only water, profeiTes to command his paffions,

and intends to marry in five months. The two lords, his uncle, as

well as * * * *, attempt to fhew him, that fuch behaviour, even

were it reafonable, does not fuit this country. He remains incor-

rigible, and is every day lofing ground in the good opinion of the

public, which at his firft arrival ran ftrongly in his favour. Deyver-

dun is probably on his journey towards England, but is not yet

come.

I am, dear Madam, &c. &c. &c.

3 M 2
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N" XXX.

Edward Gibbon Efquhe to
J.

B. Holroyd Efquire.

DEAR holroyd, Pall-Mall, May se.M/ya;

T WISH you lived nearer, or even that you could pafs a week at

Beriton. When fhall you be at Richmond, or would there be

any ufe in my going down to Sheffield for a day or two ? In you

alone I put my truft, and without you I flaould be perplexed, dif-

couraged, and frightened ; for not a Cngle fifli has yet bit at the

Lenborough bait.

I dined the other day with Mr. Way at Boodle's. He told me, that

he was juft going down to Sheffield Place. As he has probably

unladen all the politics, and Mrs. Way all the fcandal of the town,

I fhall for the prefent only fatisfy myfelf with the needful ; among

which I fhall always reckon my fincere compliments to Madame,

and my profound refpeds for Mr. Datch.

I am, dear H.

Truly yours.

It is confidently afferted that the Emperor and King of Pruffia

are to run for very deep ftakes over the Polifh courfe. If the news

be true, I back Auflria againfl the aged horfe, provided little Lau-

dohn rides the match.

N. B, Croffing and joftling allowed.
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N" XXXI.

Edward Gibbon F/qidre to Mrs. Holroyd, Senior.

MADXM Beriton, near Petersfield, Hampshire,
July the 17th, 1772.

''

I
"HERE Is not any event -wlilch could have afleded me with greater

furprife and deeper concern, than the news in lall night's paper,

of the death of our poor little amiable friend Mafter Holroyd, whom
I loved, not only for his parents' fake, but for his own. Should the

news be true, (for even yet I indulge fome faint hopes,) what muft

be the diftrefs of our friends at Sheffield ! I fo truly fympathife with

them, that I know not how to write to Holroyd ; but mufl beg to

be informed of the ftate of the family by a line from you. I have

fo'me company and bufinefs here, but would gladly quit them, if I

had the leafl reafon to think that my prefence at Sheffield would

afford comfort or fatisfadion to the man in the world whom I

love and efteem moft. I am, Madam, your moft obedient humble

Servant, &c.

N" XXXII.

Edward Gibbon Efqulre to J. B. Holroyd Efquire,

MY DEAR HOLROYD, Beritok, July the 30th, 1772.

I T was my intention to fet out for Sheffield as foon as I received

your affeding letter, and I hoped to have been with you as to-day
;

but walking very carelefsly yefterday morning, I fell down, and put

out a fmall bone in my ancle. I am now under the furgeon's hands,

but think, and moft earneftly hope, that this little accident will not

delay my journey longer than the middle of next week. I ffiare,

and wilh I could alleviate, your feelings. I beg to be remembered

to Mrs. Holroyd. I am, my dsar Holroyd, moft truly yours.
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N'' XXXIII.

Edward Gibbon Efquire to Mrs. Gibbon, Berkon^

DEAR MADAM, Sheffield-Place, Auguft 7th, 1772..

T SET out at fix yefterday morning from Uppark, and got to Bright-

helmflone about two ; a very thin feafon, every body gone to

Spa. In the evening I reached this place. My friend appears, as he

ever will, in a light truly refpe£table ; concealing the moft exquifite

fufferings under the fhow of compofure, and even cheerfulnefs, and

attempting, though with little fuccefs, to confirm the weaker mind

of his partner. I find, my friend exprefles fo much uneafinefs at

the idea of my leaving him again foon, that I cannot refufe to pafs the

month here. If Mr. Scott, as I fuppofe, is at Beriton, he has him-

felf too high a fenfe of friendfhip not to excufe my neglefting him.

I had fome hopes of engaging Mr. and Mrs. Holroyd to make an

excurfion to Portfmouth, Ifle of Wight, Southampton, &c. in which

cafe they would fpend a few days at Beriton. A fudden refolution

was taken laft night in favour of the tour. We fet out, Mr. and

Mrs. Holroyd, Mr. Fauquier, and myfelf, next Thurfday, and ihal!

dine at Beriton the following day, and ftay there, moft probably,

three or four days. A farm-houfe, without either cook or houfe-

keeper, will afford but Indifferent entertainment ; but we muft exert

^

and they muft excufe. Our tour will laft about a fortnight; after

which my friend prelTes me to return with him; and in his prefent

fituation I fhall be at a lofs how to refufe him.

I am, dear Madam, &c. &c. &c.
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N» XXXIV.

Dr. HuRD [now B'tjhop o/' Worcefter) to Mr. Gibbon.

SIR, Thurcaston, Auguft 29th, 17721'

'OUR very elegant letter on the antiquity and authenticity of the

book of Daniel,
(
juft now received,) finds me here, if not without

leifure, yet without books, and therefore in no condition to enter far

into the depths of this controverfy ; which indeed is the lefs neceflary,

as every thing that relates to the fubjedl will come of courfe to be

confidered by my learned fucceflbrs in the new lefture. For as the

prophecies of Daniel make an important link in that chain., which., as

you fay, has been let down from heaven to earth., (but not by the

author of the late fermons, who brought into view only what he

had not invented,) the grounds on which their authority refts will,

without doubt, be carefully examined, and, as I fuppofe, firmly

eftablifhed.

But in the mean time, and to make at leaft fome fmall return for

the civility of your addrefs to me, I beg leaA^e to trouble you with

two or three fhort remarks, fych as occur to me on reading your

letter.

Your main difficulties are thefe two: 1. That the author of the

book of Daniel is too clear for a prophet ; as appears from his pre-

didion of the Perfian and Macedonian affairs ; and, 2. too fabulous

for a contemporary hiftorian ; as is evident, you fuppofe, from his

miftakes, particularly in the fixth chapter.

I. The firft of thefe difficulties is an extraordinary one. For

why may not prophecy, if the infpirer think fit, be as clear as

hiftory ? Scriptural prophecy, whence your idea of its obfcurity is

I taken.
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taken, is occafionally thus clear, I mean after the event ; and Daniel's

prophecy of the revolutions in the Grecian empire, v\'ould have been

obfcure enough to Porphyry himfelf before it.

But your opinion, after all, when you come to explain yourfclf,

really is, as one fhoukl expe£l, that, as a prophet, Daniel is not

clear enough ; for you enforce the old objection of Porphyry, by

obferving, that where a pretended prophecy is clear to a certain

point of time, and afterwards obfcure and fliadowy, there common

fenfe leads one to conclude that the author of it was an impoftor.

. This reafoning is plaufible, but not conclufive, unlefs it be taken fo?

granted, that a prophecy muft, in all its parts, be equally clear and

precife : whereas, on the fuppofition of real infpiration, it may be

fit, I mean it may fuit with the views of the infpirer, to predid fome

things with more perfpicuity, and in terms more obvioufly and

diredlly applicable to the events in which they were fulfilled, than

Others. But further, this reafoning, whatever force it may have,

has no place here; at leaft you evidently beg the queflion when

you urge it ; becaufe the perfons you difpute againft maintain, that

the fubfequent prophecies of Daniel are equally difllnit with thofe

preceding ones concerning the Perfian and Macedonian empires, at.

leaft fo much of them as they take to have been fulfilled ; and that

to judge of the reft, we muft wait for the conclufion of them.

However, you admit that the fufpicion arlfing from the cleareft

prophecy may be removed by direil pofitive evidence that it was

compofed before the event. But then you carry your notions of

that evidence very far, when you require, " that the exiftence of

" fuch a prophecy, prior to its accompliihment, fhould be proved

" by the knowledge of its being generally diffufed. amongft an en-

*' lightened nation previous to that period, and its public exiftence

** attefted by an unbroken chain of authentic writers."

What you here claim as a matter of rlght^ is, without quefbion, very

defirable, but fliould, I think, be accepted, if it be given at all, as a

a matter
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matter o{favour. For what you defcribe is the utmoft evidence that

the cal'c admits : but what right have we in this, or any other fub-

jedl whatever of natural or revealed religion, to the utmoft evidence ?

Is it not enough that the evidence be fufficient to induce a reafonable

aflent ? and is not that aflent reafonable, which is given to real

evidence, though of an inferior kind, when uncontrolled by any

greater ? And fuch evidence we clearly have for the authenticity of

the book of Daniel, in the reception of it by the Jev/ifli nation down
to the time of Jefus, whofe appeal to it fuppofes and implies that

reception to have been conftant and general : not to obferve, that

the teftimony of Jefus is further fupported by all the confiderations

that are alleged for his own divine charadler. To this evidence,

which is pofitive fo far as it goes, you have nothing to oppofe but

furmife and conjedlures ; that is, nothing that deferves to be called

evidence. But I doubt. Sir, you take for granted that the claim of

infpiration is never to be allowed, fo long as there is a poffibilitv of

fuppofmg that it was not given.

IL In the fecond divifion of your letter, which is longer, and

more elaborate, than the firft, you endeavour to fhew that the h'lf-

tortcal part of the book of Daniel, chiefly that of the fixth chapter,

is falfe and fabulous, and as fuch, confutes and overthrows ih.Q pro-

phetical. What you advance on this head, is contained under ^i'^

articles :

I. You think it ftrange that Daniel, or any other m.an, fliould be

promoted to a fecret office of ftate, for hisfall in divitiation.

But here, firft, you forget that Jofeph was thus promoted for the

fame reafon. Or, if you obje£t to this inftance, what Ihould hinder

the promotion either of Jofeph or Daniel, (when their fkill in divina-

tion had once brought them to the notice and favour of their fove-

reign,) for what you call mere human accomplifments ? For fuch

VOL. I, 3 N affuredly
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afluredly both thefe great men polTeffed, if we may believe the plain

part of their ftory, which afl'erts of Jofeph, and indeed proves, that

he was in no common degree difcreet and wife; and of Daniel^

that an excellentfpirit was,found in him ; nay, that he had knowledge

andfkill in all learning and wifdom^ over and above his under/landing

in all vifwns and dreams. In fhort, Sir, though princes of old might

not make it a rule to chufe their minifters out of their foothfayers,

yet neither would their being foothfayers, if they were otherwife

well accomplifhed, prevent them from being minifters. Juft as in

modern times, though churchmen have not often, I will fuppofe,

been made ofTigers of ftate, even by bigotted princes, becaufe they

were churchmen
;
yet neither have they been always excluded from

ferving in thofe ftations when they have been found eminently qua-

lified for them.

2. Your next exception is, that a combination could fcarce have

been formed in the court of Babylon againft the favourite minifter,

(though fuch fa£tions are common in other courts,) becaufe the

courtiers of Darius 77wfl have apprehended that the piety- of Daniel

would be afferted by a miraculous _ interpofition ; of which they had

feen a recent inft.ance. And here, Sir, you expatiate with a little

too much complacency on the ftrange indifference which the ancient

•w^orld {hewed to the gift of miracles. You do not, I dare fay, ex-

pedl a ferious anfwer to this charge ; or if you do, it may be enough

to obferve, what I am fure your own reading and experience muft:

have rendered very familiar to you, that the ftrongeft belief, or con-

viction of the mind, perpetually gives way to the inflamed felfifh

palTions ; and that, when men have any fcheme of intereft or re-

venge much at heart, they are not reftrained from purfuing it, though

the fcaffold and the axe ftand before them in full view, and have

perhaps been ftreaming but the day before with the blood of other

ftate-criminals. I afk not, whether miracles have ever aSiuallj

exiftedj



EDWARD GIBBON Erquhe. 459

exiftcd, but whether you do not think that multitudes have been

firmly perfuaded of their exiftence ; and yet their indifference about

them, is a fa£l which I readily concede to you.

3. Your third criticifm is diredled againfl what is faid of the law

of the Medes and Perfians^ that it altcreth not ; where I find nothing to

admire, but the extreme rigour of Afiatic defpotifm. For I con-

fider this irrevocability of the law, when once promulgated by the

fovereign, not as contrived to be a check on his will, but rather to

fhew the irrefifi:lble and fatal courfe of it. And this idea was fo

much cherifhed by the defpots of Perfia, that, rather than revoke

the iniquitous law, obtained by furprize, for exterminating the Jews,

Ahafuerus took the part, as we read in the book of Efther, (and a.s

Baron Montefquieu, I remember, obferves,) to permit the Jews to

defend themfelves againfl the execution of it ; whence we fee hov/

confiffent this law is with the determination of the judges, quoted

by you from Herodotus, " that it was lawful for the king to do

" whatever he pleafcd
:''

for we underftand that he did not pleafe that

this law, when once declared by him, fhould be altered.

You add under this head, " May I not affert that the Greek
" writers, who have fo copioufly treated of the affairs of Perfia,

" have not left us the fmalleft veflige of a reftraint, equally inju-

" rious to the monarch and prejudicial to the people." I have not

the Greek writers by me to confult, but a common book I chance

to have at hand refers me to one fuch veflige, in a very eminent

Greek hiftorian, Diodorus Siculus. Lowth''s Conwient. in loc.

4. A fourth objection to the hiftoric truth of the book of Daniel is

taken, with more plaufibility, from the matter of this law, which, as

you truly obferve, was very flrange for the king's counfellor to ad-

vife, and for any defpot whatever to enacfi.

But, I. I a little queftion whether prayer ^^'^s fo conflant and

confiderable a part of Pagan worfhip as is fuppofed ; and if it was

not, the prejudices of the people would not be fo much fhocked by

3 N 2 this
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this Interdi£l as we are ready to think. Daniel indeed prayed three

times a day ; but the idohiters might content themfelves with pray-

ing now and then at a ftatcd folemnity. It is clear, that when you

foeak of depriving men of the comforts^ and pricjls of the profits^ of

religion^ you have Chriftiaa, and even modern principles and man-

ners in your eye : perhaps in the comforts^ you reprefented to your-

felf a company of poor inflamed Huguenots under perfecution ; and

in the profts, the lucrative trade of popifh maffes. But be this as

it may, it fhould be coafidered, 2. That this law could not, in the

nature of the thing, fupprefs all prayer, if the people had any great

propenfity to it. It could not fupprefs mental prayer ; it could not

even fupprefs bodily worfhip, if performed, as it eafdy might be, in

the night, or in fecret, Daniel, it was well known, was ufed to

pray in open day-light, and in a place expofed to infpedion, from

his ufual manner of praying ; which manner, it was eafily concluded,

fo zealous a votary as he was, would not change or difcontinue, on

account of the edid. Laftly, though the edidl paffed for thirty

days, to make fure work, yet there was no doubt but the end pro-

pofed would be foon accomplifhed, and then it was not likely that

much care would be taken about the obfervance of it.

All this put together, I can very well conceive that extreme envy

and malice in the courtiers might fuggeft the idea of fuch a law, and

that an impotent defpot might be flattered by it. Certainly, if what

we read in the third chapter be admitted, that one of thefe defpots re-

quired all people, nations, and languages, to worfhip his image on

pain of death, there is no great wonder that another of them ihould

demand the exclufive worfhip of hlmfelf for a month; nay, per-

haps, he might think hlmfelf civil, and even bounteous to his gods,

when he left them a Ihare of the other eleven. For as to the pre-

fumption,
*' Nihil eft quod credere de fe

Non poflitj cum laudatur diis sequa poteftas;

—

I 5. A fifth,
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5. A fifth, and what you fecm to think the ftrongeft, objedion

to the credit of the book of Daniel is, that " no fuch pcrfon as

" Darius the Mede is to be found in the fucceffion of the Babylonifh

*' princes," (you mean as given in Ptolemy's canon and the Greek

writers,) " between the time of Nebuchadnezzar and that of Gyrus."

In faying this, you do not forget or difown what our ableft chrono-

logers have faid on the fubje£t j but then you objeO; that Xenophon's

Cyaxares (to ferve a turn) has been made to perfonate Darius the

Mede ; and yet that Xenophon's book, whether it be a romance or

a true hiftory, overturns the ufe which they have made of this

hypothefis.

I permit myfelf perhaps to be too much flattered by your civility

in referring me to my own tafle, rather than to the authority of

Cicero : but the truth is, I am much difpofed to agree with you,

that, " if we unravel with any care the fine texture of the Cyro-

" poedia, we fhall difcover in every thread the Spartan difcipline

" and the philofophy of Socrates." But then, as the judicious

author chofe to make fo recent a ftary as that of Cyrus, and one fo well

known, the vehicle of his political and moral inftrudlions, he would

be fure to keep up to the truth of the ftory as far as might be ; efpe-

cially in the leading fads, and in the principal perfons, as we may

fay, of the drama. This obvious rule of decorum fuch a writer as

Xenophon could not fail to obferve ; and therefore, on the fuppofi-

tion that his Cyropoedia is a romance, I fhould conclude certainly

that the outline of it was genuine hiftory. But,

2. If it be fo, you conclude that there is no ground for thinking

that Darius the Mede ever reigned at Babylon, becaufe Cyaxares

himfelf never reigned there.

Now, on the idea of Xenophon's book being a romance, there

might be good reafon for the author's taking no notice of the fhort

reign of Cyaxares, which would break the unity of his work, and

divert the reader's attention too much from the hero of it : while yet

the
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the omiffion could hairdly feem to violate hiftorlc truth, fince the ^
luftre of his hero's fame, and the real power, which, out of queftion,

he referved to himfelf, would make us forget or overlook Cyaxares.

But, as to the fa£t, it feems no way incredible that Cyrus fliould

concede to his royal ally, his uncle, and his father-in-law, (for he

was all thefe,) the nominal poflefTion of the fovereignty ; or that he

fhould Jloare the fovereignty with him ; or, at lead, that he Ihould

- leave the admhnjlration^ as we fay, in his hands at Babylon, while

he himfelf was profecuting his other conquefbs at a dlftance. Any

of thefe things is fuppofable enough ; and I would rather admit any

^ of them than reject the exprefs, the repeated, the circumflantial

teftimony of a not confefledly fabulous hiftorian.

After all. Sir, I fhould forfeit, I know, your good opinion, if I

did not acknowledge that fome, at lead:, of thefe circumftances are

fuch as one fhould not, perhaps, expert at firfl fight. But then fuch

is the condition of things here ; and what is true in human life, is

not always, I had almoft faid, not often, that which was prevlouflv

to be expedled ; whence an ordinary romance is, they fay, more

probable than the bell hiftory.

But fhould any or all of thefe circumftances convince you per-

feclly, that fome d-egree of error or fidlion is to be found in the book

of Daniel, it would be too precipitate to conclude that therefore the

whole book was of no authority : for, at moft, you could but infer,

that the hiftorical part, in which thofe circumftances are obferved,

namely, the 6th chapter, is not genuine
;
juft as you know has been

judged of fome other hiftorical tracts which had formerly been in-

ferted in the book of Daniel. For it is not with thefe collediions,

which go under the names of the Prophets, as with fome regularly

connected fyftem, where a charge of falfehood, if made good againft

one part, fhakes the credit of the whole. Fictitious hiftories may

have been joined to true prophecies, when all that bore the name of

the fame perfon, or any way related to him, came to be put together

in
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m the fame volume : but the detedion of fuch mifalliance could

not'afrciSl the prophecies; certainly not thofe of Daniel, which

refped the latter times ; for thefe have an intrinfic evidence in them-

felves, and affert their own authenticity, in proportion as we fee, or

have reafon to admit the accomplifhment of them.

And now, Sir, I have only to commit thefe hafty refledions to

your candour ; a virtue which cannot be feparated from the love of

truth, and of which I obferve many traces in your agreeable letter •

and if you fliould indulge this quality ftill further, fo as to conceive

the poffibility of that being true and reafonable^ in matters of religion,

which may feem ftrange, or, to fo lively a fancy as yours, even ridi-

culous, you would not hurt the credit of your excellent underftand-

ing, and would thus remove one, perhaps a principal, occafion of

thofe mills which, as you complain, haiig over thefe nice and difficult

fubjeEls. I am with true refped, Sir, yours, &c.

(Signed) R. H.

The following Fragment was found with the foregoing Letter^ in

Mr. Gibbon'j- handwriting.

Your anfwers to my five objedions againft the 6th chapter of

Daniel come next to be confidered.

1. With regard to Daniel's promotion, I confent to withdraw my
oppofition, and to allow the cafes of Ximenes, Wolfey, and Richlieu

as parallel inftances ; though there is furely fome difference between

a young foreign foothfayer being fuddenly rewarded, for the inter-

pretation of a dream, with the government of Babylon, and a prieft

of the eftablifhed church, rifirtg gradually to the great offices of

Hate.

2. You apprehend. Sir, that my fecond objedion fcarcely deferves

a ferious aniwer ; and that it is quite fufficient to appeal to my owni

reading and experience, whether the frongefl conviEiion of the mind

2 does
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docs ttot perpetually give way to the \njlamed and felfijli paffions. Since

you appeal to me, I fhall fairly lay before you the refult of my ob-

fervations on that fubjedt. i. It muft be confefled that the drunkard

often fmks into the grave, and the prodigal into a gaol, witliout a

poffibility of deceiving or of checking themfelves. But they fink by

flow degrees ; and, whilft they indulge the ruling paflion, attend

only to the trifling moment of each guinea, or of each bottle, with-

out calculating their accumulated weight, till they feci themfelves

irretrievably cruflied imder it. 2. In moflr of the hazardous inter-

prizes of life there is a mixture of chance and good fortune j what is

called good fortune, is often the effe£l of fkill : and as our vanity

flatters us into an opinion of our fuperior merit, we are neither fur-

prifed nor difmayed by the mifcarriage of our rafh predeceflxjrs.

The confpiratcr turns his eyes from the axe and fcaffold^ perhaps Jlill

Jlreamiug with bloody to the fuccefsful boldnefs of Sylla, of Csefar,

and of Cromwell ; and convinces himfelf that on fuch a golden pur-

fuit it is even prudent to ftake a precarious and infipid life. We may

add, that the mofl: daring flights of ambition are as often the effects

of neceflity as of choice. The princes of Hindoftan muft either

reign or periili ; and when Csefar pafled the Rubicon, it was fcarcely

poflibly for him to return to a private ftation. 3. You think, Sir,

we may learn from our own experience, that an indiff'erence con-

cerning miracles is very compatible with a full convidion of their

truth ; and fo it undoubt :;dly is with fuch a convidion as we have

an opportunity of obferving.
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N° XXXV.

E. Gibbon F.fquire to
J. B. Holroyd Efqutre>

BEAR HOLROYD, Beriton, Oft. 13, 1772.

AM jufl: arrived, as well as yourfelf, at my dii penatesy but with

very different intention. You will ever remain a bigot to thofe

juftic deities ; I propofe to abjure them foon, and to reconcile myfelf

to the catholic church of London.

I am fo happy, fo exquifitely happy, at feeling fo many mountains

taken off my ffioulders, that I can brave your indignation, and even,

the three-forked lightning of Jupiter himfelf. My reafons for taking

fo unwarrantable a ftep (approved of by Hugonin) Were no unmanly

defpondency, (though it daily became more apparent how much

the farm would fuffer, both in reality and in reputation, by another

year's management). ************* =i-*s-**.

I fee pleafure but not ufe in a congrefs, therefore decline it. I know
nothing as yet of a purchafer, and can only give you fufl and un-

limited powers. If you think it neceffary, let me know when you

fell ; but, however, do as you pleafe.

I am fmcerely glad to hear Mrs. H. is better. Still think Bath

would fuit her. She, and you too, I fear, rather want the phyfic

of the mind, than of the body. Tell me fomething about yourfelf.

If, among a crowd of acquaintances, one friend can afford you any

comfort, I am quite at your fervice. Once,more, adieu.

VOL. I. 3 o
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N" XXXVI.

Edward Gibbon EJqinre to J.
Holroyd Efqulre.

B
DEAR HOLROYD. Pa.ll.-Mall, nth Dec. 177s.

Y tills time, I fuppofe you returned to the Elyfian fields of Shef-

field. The country (I do not mean any particular rcfledlions on

Suflex) muft be vaftly pleafant at this time of the year ! For my
own part, the punifliment of my fins has at length overtaken me.

On Thurfday the third of December, in the prefent year of our

Lord one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-two, between the

hours of one and two in the afternoon, as I was crofTing St. James's

church-yard, I ftumbled, and again fprained my foot ; but, alas '.

after two days pain and confinement, a horrid monfter, ycleped the.

gout., made me a fhort vifit j and though he has now taken his leave,

I am full of apprehenfions that he may have liked my company well

enough to call again.

The parliament, after a few foft murmurs, is gone to deep, to

awake again after Chriftmas, fafely folded in Lord North's arms.

The town is gone into the country, and I propofe vifiting Sheffield

about Sunday fe'nnight, if by that time I can get my houfehold

preparations (I have as good as taken Lady Rous's leafe in Bentinckr

Greet) in any forwardnefs. Shall I angle for Battf No news

ftirring, except the Duchefs of G.'s pregnancy certainly declared.

* ^ff * * called on me the other day, and has taken my plan with

him to confider it ; he ftill wifhes to defer to fpring ; talks of bad

roads, &c. and is very abfolute. I remonftrated, but want to know

whether I am to fubmit. Adieu. Godfrey Clarke^ who is writing

near me, begs to be remembered. The favage is going to hunt

foxes in Northamptonihire, Oxfordlhire, Gloucefterfhire, &c.

Yours fincerely.



EDWARD GIBBON Efqulre. 467

N° XXXVII.

I'he Same to the Same,

DEAR HOLROYD, Boodle's, Ten o'CIock, Thurfday Evening, Dec. 1772.

Y fchemes with regard to you have been entu'ely difappointed.

The bufinefs that called me to town was not ready before the

20th of laft month, and the fame bufmefs has kept me here till now.

I have however a very ftrong inclination to eat a Chrillmas mince

pie with you ; and let me tell you that inclination is no fmall com-

pliment. What are the trees and waters of Sheffield-Place, compared

with the comfortable fmoke, lazy dinners, and inflammatory Junius's,

which we can every day enjoy in town ? You have feen the laft

Junius ? He calls on the dillant legions to march to the Capitol,

and free us from the tyranny of the Prxtorian guards. I cannot

anfwer for the ghoft of the bic et ub'ique, but the Hampfhire militia

are determined to keep the peace for fear of a broken head. After

all, do I mean to make you a vifit next week ? Upon my foul, I

cannot tell. I tell every body that I fhall : I know that I cannot,

pafs the week with any man in the world with whom the pleafure

of feeing each other will be more fmcere or more reciprocal. Yet,

cntre 7ious, I do not believe that I fliall be able to get out of thja

town before you come into it. At all events I look forwards, witli

great impatience, to Bruton-ftreet * and the Romans f.

Believe me moil truly yours,

* Where Mr. Holroyd's family pafled a winter. f The Roman Ch>b.

3^
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N* XXXVIII.

Edward Gibbon Efquire to J. Holroyd Epjuire.

DEAR HOLROYD, January 12, i;75.

T ENBOROUGH IS no morc \ ***** adcd like a Jew, and I

dare fay now repents it. In his room * * * * * found me a

better man, a rich, brutifh, honeft horfe-dealer, who has got a great

fortune by ferving the cavahy. On Thurfday he faw Lenborough,

on Friday came to town with **«**, and this morning at nine

o'clock we ftruck at 20,000 1. after a very hard battle. As times go,

I am not diflatisfied. * * * * and the new Lord of Lenborough

(by name * * * *) dined with me ; and though we did not fpeak

the fame language, yet by the help of figns, fuch as that of putting

about the bottle, the natives feemed well fatisfied.

The whole woi^ld is going down to Portfmouth, where they will

enjoy the pleafures of fmoke, noife, heat, bad lodgings, and ex-

penfive reckonings. For my own part, I have firmly refifted im-

portunity, declined parties, and mean to pafs the bufy week in the

foft retirement of my bocage de Bentinck-ftreet.. Yefterday the Eaft

India Company pofitively refufed the loan : a noble refolution, could

they get money any where elfe. They are violent ; and it was

moved, and the motion heard with fome degree of approbation,

that they fhould inftantly abandon India to Lord North, Sujah

Dowlah, or the Devil, if he chofe to take it.

» Adieu.
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N"^ XXXIX.

The Same to the Same.

DEAR HOLROYD, Boodle's, Mayn, 1773.

T AM full of worldly cares, anxious about the great twenty-fourth,

plagued with the Public Advertifer, diflrefled by the moft difinal

difpatches from Hugonin. Mrs. Lee claims a million of repairs,

which will coft a million of money.

The Houfe of Commons fat late laft night. Burgoyne made

fome fpirited motions— " That the territorial acquifitions in India

" belonged to the ftate (that was the word) ; that grants to the

" fervants of the company (fuch as jaghires) were illegal ; and that

*' there would be no true repentance without reftitution." Wedder-

burne defended the nabobs with great eloquence, but little argument.

The motions were carried without a divifion ; and the hounds

go out again next Friday. They are in high fpirits ; but the more

fagacious ones have no idea they (hall kill. Lord North fpoke for

the inquiry, but faintly and reludantly. Lady ***** is faid

to be in town at her mother's, and a feparation is unavoidable ; but

there is nothing certain.

Adieu.

Sincerely yours.
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N° XL.

Edward Gibbon Efquirc to J.
Holroyd Efquire at Edinburgli.

DEAR HOLROYD, Bentinck-street, Aug. 7. 1773.

T BEG ten thoufand pardons for not being dead, as I certainly ought

to be. But fuch is my abjedl nature, that I had rather live in

Bentinck-ftreet, attainted and convided of the fin of lazinefs, than

enjoy your applaufe either at old Nick's or even in the Elyfian Fields.

After ali, could you exped that I fhould honour with my corre-

fpondence a wild barbarian of the Bogs of Erin ? Had the natives

intercepted my letter, the terrors occafioned by fuch unknown magic

characters might have been fatal to you. But now you have efcaped

the fury of their hofpitality, and are arrived among a cee-vi-Ieezed

nation, I may venture to renew my intercourfe.

You tell me of a long lift of dukes, lords, and chieftains of re-

nown to whom you are introduced ; were I with you, I fhould

prefer one David to them all. When you are at Edinburgh, I hope

you will not fail to vifit the ftye of that fatteft of Epicurus's hogs,

and inform yourfelf whether there remains no hope of iis reco-

verine the ufe of its right paw. There is another animal oi greai^

though not perhaps of equals and certainly not oi fimilar merit,

one Robertfon ; has he almoft created the new world ? Many other

men you have undoubtedly feen, in the country where you are at

prefent, who muft have commanded your efteem : but when you

return, if you are not very honeft, you will polTefs great advantages

over me in any dlfpute concerning Caledonian merit.

Boodle's and Atwood's are nov/ no more. The laft ftragglers,

and Godfrey Clarke in the rear of all, are moved avray to their

feveral
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ieveral caftles ; and I now enjoy, in the midft of London, a delicious

folitude. My library, Kenfington Gardens, and a few parties with

new acquaintance who are chained to London, (among whom I

reckon Goldfniith and Sir Jofliua Reynolds,) fill up my time, and

the monfter Ennui preferves a very refpedful diftance. By the bye,

your friends Batt, Sir John Ruflell, and Lafcellcs, dined with me one

day before they fet off; for I fometimes give the prettieft little dinner.

in the world. But all this compofure draws near its conclufion.

About the fixteenth of this month Mr. Eliot carries me away, and after

picking up Mrs. Gibbon at Bath, fets me down at Port Eliot : there

I fhall certainly remain fix weeks, or, in other words, to the end of

September. iVly future motions, whether to London, Derbyfhire,.

or a longer flay in, Cornwall, (pray is not " motion to ftay" rather

in the Hibernian ftyle ?) will depend on the life of Port Eliot, the

time of the meeting of parliament, and perhaps the impatience of

Mr. * * * * * 4S-, Lord of Lenborough. One of my pleafures in

town L forgot to mention, the unexpefted vifit of Deyverdun, who
accompanies his young lord (very young indeed !) on a two months

tour to England. He took the opportunity of the Earl'-s going

down to the Duke of * * * * * * *, to fpend a fortnight (nor do^

I recolle<£l a more pleafant one) in Bentinck-ftreet, They are no^v

gone together into Yorklhire, and I think it doubtful whether \

fhall fee him again before his return to Leipfic. It is a melancholy

reflecStion, that while one is plagued with acquaintance at the corner

of every ftreet, real friends fhould be feparated from each other by

unfurmountable bars, and obliged to catch at a few tranfient mo-

ments of interview. I defire that you and my Lady (whom I

moft refpedfuUy greet) would take your fhare of that very new
and acute obfervation,,not folargea fliare indeed as my Swifs friend,

fince nature and fortune give us more frequent opportunities of being

together. You cannot exped news from a delart, and fuch is

2 London
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London at prefent. The papers give you the full harveft of public

intelligence ; and I imagine that the eloquent nymphs of Twicken-

ham* communicate all the tranfadions of the polite, the amorous,

and the marrying world. The great pantomime of Portfmouth was

unlverfally admired ; and I am angry at my own lazinefs in ne-

glefliing an excellent opportunity of feeing it. Foote has given U3

the Bankrupt, a ferious and fentimental piece, with very fevere

ftridures on the licence of fcandal in attacking private charadlers.

Adieu. Forgive and epiftolize me. I fhall not believe you fmcere

in the former, unlefs you make Bentinck-ftreet your inn. I fear

I fhall be gone ; but Mrs. Ford f and the parrot will be proud to

receive you and my Lady after your long peregrination, from

which I expedl great improvements. Has fhe got the brogue upon

the tip of her tongue X ?

N° XLL

Edward Gibbon Efqnire to J. Holroyd Efquire,

DEAR HOLROYD, Pout Eliot, September loth, 1773.

13 Y this time you have furely finifhed your tour, touched at Edin-

•^ burgh, where you found a letter, which you have not anfwered,

and arc now contemplating the beauties of the Weald of SulTex. I

fhall demand a long and particular account of your peregrina-

tions, but will excufe it till we meet ; and for the prefent ex-

pert only a fliort memorandum of your health and fituation, to-

gether with that of my much-honoured friend Mrs. Abigail Hol-

royd. A word too, if you pleafe, concerning father and fifter ; to

* Mifs Cambrldges. f His houfekeeper.

X Mr. and Mrs. Holroyd made a tour to Ireland and Scotland this fummer.

1 the
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the latter I enclofe a receipt from Mrs. G». who is now Tvitli me at

Port Eliot.

Blind as you accufe me of being to the beauties of nature, I am
wonderfully pleafed with this country. Of her three dull notes,

ground^ plants^ and water, Cornwall poflefles the firft and laft in

very high perfeQion. Think of a hundred folitary ftreams peace-

fully gliding between amazing cliffs on one fide, and rich meadows

on the othei", gradually fwelling by the aid of the tide into noble

rivers, fucceffively lofmg fhemfelves in each other, and all at length

terminating in the harbour of Plymouth, whofe broad expanfe is

irregularly dotted with two-and-forty line of battle fhips. In plants

indeed we are deficient ; and though all the gentlemen now attend

to pofterity, the country will for a long time be very naked. "We

have fpent feveral clays agreeably enough in little parties ; but in

general our time rolls away in complete uniformity. Our landlord

poffefles neither a pack of hounds, nor a liable of running horfes,

nor a large farm, nor a good library. The laft only could intereft

me ; but it is fmgular that a man of fortune, who choofes to

pafs nine months of the year in the country, fhould have none of

them.

According to our prefent defign, Mrs. C. and myfelf return to'

Bath about the beginning of next month. I fhall probably make

but a (hort ftay with her, and defer my Derbyfliire journey till ano-

ther year. Sufficient for the fummer is the evil thereof, viz. one

diflant country excurfion. Natural inclination, the profecution of

my great work, and the conclufion of my Lenborough bufinefs,

plead ftrongly in favour of London. However I defire, and one

always finds time for what one really defires, to vifit Sheffield-

Place before the end of Odober, fhould it only be for a few days.

I know feveral houfes where I am invited to think myfelf at home^

but I know no other where I feem inclined to accept of the invita-

VOL. I. 3 p , tion.
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tion. I forgot to tell you, that I have declined the publication of

Lord Chcfterfield's Letters. The public will fee them, and upon

the whole, I think, with pleafure ; but the family were ftrongly

bent againft it ; and efpecially on Deyverdun's account, I deemed

it more prudent to avoid making them my perfonal enemies.

N^ XLIL

Edward Gibbon Efquire to J. Holroyd Efjuire.

January 1774.

T HAVE a letter from Hugonln, a dreadful one I believe, but it has

lain four days unperufed in my drawer. Let me turn it over to

you.

Fofter is playing at what he calls whifl ; his partner fwearing in-

wardly. He would write to you to-night, but he thinks he had

rather write next pofl: ; he will think fo a good while. Every thing

public, ftill as death. Our Committee of the Catch Club has doae

more bufmefs this morning than all thofe of the Houfe of Commons

fince their meeting. Roberts does not petition. This from the bell

authority, and yet perhaps totally falfe. Hare married to Sir Abra-

ham Hume's daughter. You fee how hard preffed I am for news.

Befides, at any time, I had rather talk an hour, than write a page=„

Therefore adieu. I am glad to hear of your fpeedy removaL

Remember Bentinck-ftreet.
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N° XLIII.

The Same to the Same.

January zpih, 1774.

T AM now getting acquainted with authors, managers, &c. good

company to know, but not to live with. Yefterday I dined

at the Britilh Coffee-houfe, with Garrick, Coleman, Goldfmith,

Macpherfon, John Hume, &c. I am this moment come from

Coleman's iVIan of Bufmefs. We dined at the Shakefpeare, and

went in a body to fupport it. Between friends, though we got

a verdidl for our client, his caufe was but a bad one. It is a very

confufed mifcellany of feveral plays and tales ; fets out brilliantly

enough, but as we advance the plot grows thicker, the wit thinner,

till the lucky fall of the curtain preferves us from total chaos.

Bentinck-ftreet has vifited Welbeck-ftreet. Sappho Is very happy

that fhe is there yet ^ on Sheffield-place fhe fquints with regret and

gratitude. Mamma confulted me about buying coals; we cannot

get any round ones. Quintus is gone to head the civil war. Of

Mrs. * * * * I have nothing to fay. I have got my intelligence

for infurlng, and will immediately get the prefervative againft fire.

Poller has fent me eight-and-twenty pair of Paris filk ftockings, with

an intimation that my lady wifhed for half-a-dozen. They are much

at her fervice ; but if flie will look into David Hume's Effay on Na-

tional Charaders, flie will fee that I durfl: not offer them to a Queen

of Spain. Sacbez qu ime re'ine d'Efpagne na point -dejamhes. Adieu,

3 P 2
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N" XLIV.

Edward Gibbon Efqnire to J. Holroyd Efqidre.

'\K1^ have conquered ;
* * * was amazed at the tempeft juft ready-

to break over his head. He does not defire to go to law, wifhes

to live in peace, has no complaints to make, hopes for a little in-

dulgence. Hugonin is tionz' ift the attitude of St. Michael trampling

Upon Satan ; he holds him down, till Andrews has prepared a little

chain of adamant to bind the foul fiend. In return, receive my
congratulation on your Irifh vidor)^ Batt told me yefteday, as

from good authority, that adminiftration defigned a fecond attempt

this feflion ; but to-day I have it from much better, that they always

difcouraged it, and that it was totally an Hibernian fcheme. You re-

mark that I faw Batt. He paffed two hours with me ; a pleafant:

man ! He and Sir John Ruflel dine with me next week ; you will

have both their portraits ; the originals are engaged.

N-'XLV.

The Same to the Same..

February 1774.

Tr^iD you get down fafe and' early ? Is my lady in good fpirits and

"^ humour ? You do not deferve that fhe fhould, for hurrying her

away. Does Maria coquet with Divedown * ? Adieu. Bentinck-

ftreet looks very difmal. You may fuppofe that nothing very im-

portant can have occurred fmce you left town : but I will fend you

fome account of America after Monday, though indeed my anxiety

* Dr. Downes.

about
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about an old manor takes away much of my attention from a new
continent. The mildnefs of Godfrey Clarke is roufed into military

fury
; but he is an old Tory, and you only fuppofe yourfelf an old

Whig. I alone am a true Englifhman, Philofopher, and Whig.

N" XLVI.

The Same to the Same..

Boodles, Wednefday Evening, March i6th, 1774.

T WAS this morning with -* * *-. He was pofitive that the at-

tempt to fettle the preliminaries of arbitration by letters, would

lead us on to the middle of the fummer, and that a meeting was the

only practicable meafure. I acquiefced, and we blended his epiftle

and yours into one, which goes by this port. If you can contrive

to fuit to it your Oxford journey, your prefence at the meeting would

be received as the defcent of a guardian angel.

Very little that is fatisfadiory has tranfplred of America. On
Monday Lord North moved for leave to bring in a bill to remove

the cuftoms and courts of juflice from Bollon to New Salem ; a.

ftep fo detrimental to the former town, as muft foon reduce it to

your own terms ; and yet of fo mild an appearance, that it was

agreed to, without a divifion, and almoft without a debate. Some-

thing more is, however, intended, and a committee is appointed to

enquire into the general ftate of America. But adminiftration keep

their fecret as well as that of free mafonry, and, as Coxe profanely

fuggefts, for the fame reafoUi

Don't you remember that in our pantheon walks we admired the

wodcjl beauty of Mrs. * * * * ? Eh b'len^ alas ! flie is * * *.

You afk me with whom ? With * * * *, of the guards

;

both the * * * *'s; * * * *, a fteward of * * * *'s, her firft

love, and half the town befides. A meeting of * -* * *'s friends

a affembled
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aflfembled about a week ago, to confulr of the beft method of ac-

quaintuig hnn with his frontal honours. Edmund Burke was named

as the orator, and communicated the tranfadlion in a moft eloquent

fpeech.

N. B. The fame lady, who at public dinners appeared to have the

moft delicate appetite, was accuftomed in her own apartment to

feaft on pork-fteaks and faufages, and to fwill porter till fhe was dead

drunk. * * * is abufed by the * * * family, has been bullied

by * * *, and can prove himfelf a Cornuto, to the fatisfadtion of

every one but a court of juftice. Oh rare matrimony !

N° XLVIl.

Edward Gibbon Efqmre to J. Holroyd Efqulrc.

March 29th, 1774.

AMERICA. Had I written Saturday night, as I once intended, fire

and fword, oaths of allegiance and high treafon tried in Eng-

land, in confequence of the refufal, would have formed my letter.

Lord North, however, opened a moft lenient prefcription laft night

;

and the utmoft attempt towards a new fettlement feemed to be no

more than inverting the governors with a greater fhare of executive

power, nomination of civil officers, (judges, however, for life,) and

fome regulations of juries. The Bofton port bill pafTed the Lords

laft night ; fome lively converfation, but no divifion.

Bcntinck-Jlreet. Rofe Fuller was againft the Bofton port bill, and

againft his niece's going to Boodle's mafquerade. He was laughed at

in the firft inftance, but fucceeded in the fecond. Sappho and Fanny

very indifferent (as mamma fays) about going. They feem of a

different opinion. Adieu.

I
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N" XLVIII.

The Smne to the Same,

DEAR HOLROYD, ApriUd, 1774.

"^ou owe me a letter; fo this extra goes only to acquaint you

with a misfortune that has juft happened to poor Clarke, and

which he really conflders as fuch, the lofs of a very excellent father.

The blow was fudden ; a thin little man, as abftemlous as a hermit,

was deftroyed by a ftroke of apoplexy in his coach as he was going

to dinner. He appeared perfedly well, and only two days before

had very good-naturedly dined with us at a tavern, a thing he had

not done for many years before. I am the only perfon Clarke

wiflies to fee, except his own family ; and I pafs a great part of the

day with him. A line from you would be kindly received.

Great news, you fee, from India. Tanjour four hundred thou-

fand pounds to the company. Suja Dowla fix hundred thoufand..

Adieu.

N°XLIX.

The Same to the Same,

April 13th, 1774.

A T length I am a little more at liberty. Godfrey Clarke went

out of town this morning. Inftead of going diredly into Der-

bylhire, whei-e he would have been overwhelmed with vifits, &c.

he has taken his fifter, brother, and aunts to a villa near Farnham,

in which he has the happinefs of having no neighbourhood. If my
efteem and friendfhip for Godfrey had been capable of any addition,

k would have been very much increafed by the manner in which he

felt
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felt and lamented his father's death. He is now in very different

circumftances than before ; inflead of an eafy and ample allowance,

he has taken pofieflion of a great eftate, with low rents and high

incumbrances. I hope the one may make amends for the other:

tinder your condutTl I am fure they would, and I have freely offered

him your affiftance, in cafe he fhould wiih to apply for it.

In the mean time I muft not forget my own affairs, which feem

to be covered with inextricable perplexity. * * #, as I men-

tioned about a century ago, promil'ed to fee * * «- and his at-

torney, and to oil the wheels of the arbitration. As yet I have not

heard from him. I have fome thoughts of writing m^clf to the

jockey, ftating the various fteps of the affair, and offering him, with

polite firmnefs, the immediate choice of Chancery or arbitration.

For the time, however, I forgot all thefe difficulties, in the pre-

fent enjoyment of Deyverdun's company ; and I glory in thinking,

that although my houfe is fmall, it is juft of a fufficient fize to hold

my real friends, male and female ; am.ong the latter my Lady holds

the very firft place.

We are all quiet.—American bufmefs is fufpended and almoft for-

got. The other day we had a brifk report of a Spanifh war. It

was faid they had taken one of our Leward Iflands. It fmce turns

out, that we are the invaders, but the invafion is trifling.

Bien oblige non (at prefent) for your invitation. I wifh my
Lady and you would come up to our mafquerade the third of May.

The fineft thing ever feen. We fup in a tranfparent temple that

cofts four hundred and fifty pounds.



KDWARD GIBBON Efqulre. 481

N° L.

Edward Gibbon Efqulre lo
J. Holroyd Efquire,

DEAR HOLROYD, April 21ft, 1774.

T BEGIN to flag, and though you already reproach me as a bad

correfpondent, I much fear that I fhall every w-eek become a

more hardened fmner. Befides the occafional obftrudtions o£. Clarke

and Deyverdun, I muft intreat you to confider, with your ufual

candour, i. The averfion to epiftolary converfation, which it has

pleafed the daemon to implant in my nature. 2. That I am a very-

fine gentleman, a fubfcriber to the mafquerade, where you and my
Lady ought to come, and am now writing at Boodle's, in a fine velvet

coat, with ruflfles of my lady's choofing, &c. 3. That the aforefaid

fine gentleman is likewife " an hiftorian ; and in truth, when I am
writing a page, I do not only think it a fufficient reafon for delay, but

even confider myfelf as writing for you, and that, much more to the

purpofe than if I were fending you the little tattle of the town, of

which indeed there is none ftirring. With regard to America, the

Minifter feems moderate, and the Houfe obedient.

* * *'s laft letter, by fome unaccountable accident, had never

reached me ; fo that your's, in every inftance, amazed me. I imme-

diately difpatched to him groans and approbation. * * *, however,

gives me very little uneafmefs. I fee that he is a bully, and that I

have a flick. But the curfed bufmefs of Lenborough, in the mldft

of ftudy, diflipation, and friendfhip, at times almoft diftradts me. I

am furely in a worfe fituation than before I fold the eftate, and what

diftreffes me is, that

His ego nee metas rcrum^ nee tempora poiio.

VOL. I. 3 CL Both
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Both Deyverdun and Clarke wifk to be remembered to you. The

former, who has more tafte for the country than * * * #, could

wifh to vifit you, but he fets out in a, few days for the continent

with Lord Midleton. Adieu.

N" LL

Edward Gibbon Efqitire to
J. Holroyd Efqulre,

L
DEAR HOLROYD, May 4th, 1774.

AST night was the triumph of Boodle's. Our mafquerade coft

two thoufand guineas ; a fum that might have fertilifed a pro-

vince, (I fpeak in your own ftyle,) vanifhed in a few hours, but

not without leaving behind it the fame of the moil fplendid and ele-

gant fete that was perhaps ever given in a feat of the arts and opu-

lence. It would be as difficult to defcribe the magnificence of the

fcene, as it would be eafy to record the humour of the night. The

on,e was above, the other below, all relation.. I left the Pantheon

about five this morning, rofe at ten, took a good walk, and returned

home to a more rational entertainment of Batt, Sir John Ruffell, and

Lafcelles, who dined with me.. They have left me this moment ; and

were I to enumerate the things faid of Sheffield, it would fomn a

much longer letter than I have any inclination to write. Let it

fuffice, that Sir John means to pafs in Su.iJiex the ijilerval of the two

terms. Every thing, in a word, goes oa very pleafantly, except

the terreftrial bufinefs of Lenborough. Lafl; Saturday fc'nnight I

wrote to * * * *, to prefs him. to fee * * *, and urge the ar-

bitration. He has not condefcended to anfwer me. All is a dead

calm, fometimes more fatal than a ftor^i. For God's fake fend me

advice.

Adieu-
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N° LII.

Edward Gibbon Efqidre to Mrs. Gibbon, Bath.

DEAR MADAM, Boodle's. May 24th, 1774.

^o you remember that there exifts In the world one Edward
G ibbon, a houfekeeper in Bentinck-ftreet ? If the flandard

of writhig and of affeilion were the fame, I am fure he would ill-

deferve it. I do not wifh to difcover, how many days (I am afraid

I ought to ufe another word) have elapfed fmce the date of my laft,

or even of your laft letter, and yet fuch is the fluggifh nature of the

beaft, that I am afraid nothing but the arrival of Mrs. Bonfoy, and

the expectation of Mr. Eliot, could have roufed me from my le-

thargy. The Lady gave me great fatisfadion, by her general ac-

count of your health and fplrits, but communicated fonie uneafmefs,

by the mention of a little encounter, in the ftyle of one of Don
Quixote's, but which proved, I hope, as trifling as you at firft ima-

gined it. For my own part, I am well in mind and body, bufy

with my books, (which may perhaps produce fomething next year

either to tire or amufe the world,) and every day more fatisfied with

my prefent mode of life, which I always believed was calculated to

make me happy. My only remaining uneafmefs is Lenborough,

which is not terminated. By Holroyd's advice, I rather try what

may be obtained by a little more patience, than rufh at once into

the horrors of Chancery. But let us talk of fomething elfe. Mrs.

Porten grows younger every day. You remember, I think, in New-
man-ftreet, an agreeable woman, MifsW * * * *. The Under-fecre-

tary is ferioufly in love with her, and ferioully uneafy that his preca-

rious fituation precludes him from happinefs. We fhall foon fee which

will get the better, love or reafon. I bet three to two on love.

3 0.2 Guefs
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Guefs my furprife, when Mrs. Gibbon of Northamptonflilre fud-

denly communicated her arrival, I immediately went to Sm-rey-

ftreet, where ihe lodged, but though it was no more than half

an hour after nine, the Saint had finiflied her evening devotions,

and was already retired to reft. Yefterday morning (by appoint-

ment) I breakfafted with her at eight o'clock, dined with her to-

day at two in Newman-ftreet, and am juft returned from fetting her

down. She is, in truth, a very great curiofity : her drefs and figure

exceed any thing we had at the mafquerade : her language and ideas

belong to the laft century. However, in point of religion fhe was

rational ; that is to fay, filent. I do not believe that flie afked a

fingle queftion, or faid the leaft thing concerning it. To me fhe

behaved with great cordiality, and in her way expreffed a great

jegard.

Mrs. Porten tells me, that fhe has juft written to you. She ought

to go to a mafquerade once a year. Did you think her fuch a girl ?:

1 am, dear Madam, moft truly yours.

N" LIII.

Edward Gibbon Efquire to J. Holroyd Efqidre,

Boodle's, May 24th, 1774.

T WROTE three folio pages to you this morning, and yet you com-

plain. Have reafon, and have mercy ; confider all the excellent

reafons for filence which I gave you in one of my laft, and expedl

my arrival in Suflex, when I fhall talk more in a quarter of an hour

than I could write in a day. A propos of that arrival ; never pre-

tend to allure me, by painting in odious colours the duft of London.

I love the duft, and whenever I move into the Weald, it is to vifit

2 you
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you and my Lady, and not your trees. About thiS-day-month I

mean to give you a v'lfitalton. I leave it to Guife, Clarke, and the

other light horfe, to prance down for a day or two. They all talk

of mounting, but will not fix the day. Sir John RufTell, whom I

falute, has brought you, I fuppofe, all the news of Verfallles. Let

me only add, that the Mefdames, by attending their father, have

both got the fmall-pox. I can make nothing of * * *, or his

lawyer. You will fwear at the fliortnefs of this letter.—Swear.

W LIV.,

I'he Same to the Same.

Saturday Evening, Augufl 27tli, 1774.

T)Y your fubmifTion to the voice of reafon, you eafed me of a heavy

load of anxiety. I did not like your enterprife. * * * *

* * * * -*. As to papers, I will fhew you that I can keep

them fafe till we meet. What think you of the Turks and Ruffians ?

Romanzow is a great man. He wrote an account of his amazing

fuccefs to Moufkin Poulkin here, and declared his intention of re--

tiring as foon as he had conduced the army home ; deliring that

Poulkin would fend him the beft plan he could procure of an Eng-

lifli gentleman's farm. In his anfwer, Poufkin promiled to get it

;

but added, that at the fame time he fliould fend the Emprefs a plan

of Blenheim. A handfome compliment, I think. My Lady and.

Maria, as ufua)..
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N" LV.

Edward Gibbon Efquirc to J. Holroyd Efquire.

Benti nck-Street, Sept, icth, 1774.

QINCE Heberdeti is returned, I think the road lies plain before you,

' I mean the turnpike road ; the only party which in good fenfe

can be embraced is, without delay, to bring my Lady to Bentinck-

ftreet, where you may inhabit two or three nights, and have any ad-

vice (Turton, Heberden, &c.) which the town may afford, in a cafe

tliat moll affuredly ought not to be trifled with. Do this as you value

our good opinion. The Cantabs are ftrongly in the fame fentiments.

There can be no apprehenfions of late hours, &c. as none of Mrs. H.'s

raking acquaintance are in town. *****
You give me no account of the works. When do you inhabit the

library ? Turn over—great things await yon.

It is furely infinite condefcenfion for a fenator to bellow his at-

tention on the affairs of a juryman. A fenator ? Yes, Sir, at laft

^lod .... Diviim promittere nemo

Auderet^ volvenda dies^ en attuUt ultro.-

Yefterday morning, about half an hour after feven, as I was deflroy-

ing an army of Barbarians, I heard a double rap at the door, and

my friend ***** was foon introduced. After fome idle con-

verfation he told me, that if I was defirous of being in parliament,

he had an independent feat very much at my fervice. * * * *

This is a fine profpe£l opening upon me, and if next fpring I fhould

take my feat, and publifh my book, it will be a very memorable

sra in my life. I am ignorant whether my borough will be * * *.

You defpife boroughs, and fly at nobler game. Adieu.
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N° LVI.

The Same to the Same,

December 2d, 1774.

T SEND you inclofed a difmal letter from Hugonln. Return it

without delay, with obfervations. A manifefto has been fent

to * * *, which muft, I think, produce immediate peace or

war. Adieu. We fhall have a warm day on the addrefs next

Monday. A number of young members ! Whitfhed, a dry man^

allured me, that he heard one of them afk, whether the king always

fat in that chair, pointing to the Speaker's. Adieu.

N" LVII.

The Same to the Same,

Boodle's, Jan. 31ft, 1775.

QOMETiMiES people do not write becaufe they are too idle, and

fometimes becaufe they are too bufy. The former was ufually

my cafe, but at prefent it is the latter. The fate of Europe and

America feems fully fufficient to take up the time of one man ; and

efpecially of a inan who gives up a great deal of time for the pur-

pofe of public and private information. I think I have fucked

Mauduit and Hutchefon very dry ; and if my confidence was equal

to my eloquence, and my eloquence to my knowledge, perhaps I

might make no very intolerable fpeaker. At all events, I i^uicy L

fhall try to expofe myfelf.

Scmpen ego auditor tantiim f nunqiiamne reponam f

For my own part, I am more and more convinced that we have both

the right and the power on our fide, and that, though the effort may

be accompanied with fome melancholy circumftances, we are now

arrived at the decifive. moment of preferving, or. of lofing for ever,

L both
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Jboth our trade and empire. We expedl next Thurfday or Friday to

be a very great day. Hitherto we have been chiefly employed in

reading papers, and rejedling petitions. Petitions were brouglit from

London, Briftol, Norwich, &c. framed by party, and defigned to

delay. By the aid of fome parliamentary quirks, they have been all

referred to a feparate ina£live committee, which Burke calls a com-

mittee of oblivion, and are now confidered as dead in law. I could

w-rite yoli fifty little Houfe of Commons ftories, but from their num-

ber and nature they fuit better a conference than a letter. Our ge-

neral divifions are about two hundred and fifty to eighty or ninety.

Adieu.

N° LVIIL

Edward Gibbon Efquire to Mrs. Gibbon, Bath. .

DEAR MADAM, Lokdon, Jan. 31ft, 1775.

N idle man has no time, and a bufy man very little. As yet the

Houfe of Commons turns out very well to me, and though it

fliould never prove of any real benefit to me, I find it at leaft a very

agreeable coffee-houfe. We are plunging every day deeper and

deeper into the great bufinefs of America ; and I have hitherto

been a zealous, though filent, friend to the caufe of government,

which, in this injlance^ I think the caufe of England. I pafTed

about ten days, as I defigned, at Uppark. I found Lord * * *

and fourfcore fox-hounds.

The troubles of Beriton are perfedlly compofed, and the infur-

gents reduced to a ftate, though not a temper of fubmiffion. You

may fuppofe I heard a great deal of Petersfield. L * * * * means

to convict your friend of bribery, to tranfport him for ufing a

fecond time old ftamps, and to prove that Petersfield is ftill a part

of the manor of Beriton. I remain an impartial fpeilator. I am,

dear Madam, moll truly yours.
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N" LIX.

Edward Gibbon Efqidre /o
J. B. Holroyd F/quirc.

February 8t!i, 177J;

T AM not d ' ' d, according to your charitable wiflies, becaufe I

have not adled ; there was fuch an inundation of fpeakers, young

fpeakers in every fenfe of the word, both on Thurfday in the grand

committee, and Monday on the report to the Houfe, that neither

Lord George GeVmaine nor myfclf could find room for a fmgle

word. The principal men both days were Fox and Weddcrburne,

on the oppofite fides ; the latter difplayed his ufual talents ; the for-

mer, taking the vaft compafs of the queftion before us, difcovered

powers for regular debate, which neither his friends hoped, nor his

enemies dreaded. We voted an addrefs, (three hundred and four to

one hundred and five,) of lives and fortunes, declaring Maffachuffets

Bay in a ftate of rebellion. More troops, but I fear not enough,

go to America, to make an army of ten thoufand men at Bofton

;

three generals, Howe, Burgoyne, and Clinton. In a few days we
flop the ports of New England. I cannot write volumes ; but I am
more and more convinced, that with firmnefs all may go well

;
yet I

fometimes doubt. I am now writing with ladies, (Sir S. Porten

and his bride,) and two card-tables, in the library. As to my filence,

judge of my fituation by laft Monday. I am on the Grenvillian

committee of Downton. We always fit from ten to three and a

half ; after which, that day, I went into the Houfe, and fat till three

in the morning. Adieu.

VOL. la 3 R
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N" LX.

Edward Gibbon Efquire to J. B. Holroyd EJqnlrc.

*
, Fcbroary 25th, 1775

WJ'E go on with regard to America, If we can be faid to go on
j

for on laft Monday a conciliatory motion of allowing the Co-

lonies to tax themfelves, was introduced by Lord North, in ihe midft

of lives and fortunes, war and famine. We went into the Houfe in

confufion, every moment expecting that the Bedfords would fly intO'

rebellion agalnft thofe meafures. Lord North rofe fix times to ap-

peafe the ftorm, but all in vain ; till at length Sir Gilbert declared

for adminiftration, and the troops all rallied under their proper

ftandard. On Wednefday we had the Middlefex eledtion» I was a

patriot ; fat by the Lord Mayor, who fpoke well, and with temper,

but before the end of the debate fell faft afleep. I am ftill a mute

;

it is more tremendous than I imagined ; the great fpeakers fill me

with defpair, the bad ones with terror.

When do you move ? My Lady anfwered like a woman of fenfe,

fpirit, and good nature. Neither flie nor I could bear it. She

was right, and the Duchefs of Braganza would have made the- fame

anfwer.

Adieui
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N° LXI.

Edward Gibbon Efqulre to Mrs. Gibbon.

DEAR MADAM, March 30th, 177J.

HARDLY know how to take up the pen. I talked in my laft of

two or three ports, and I am ahnoft afhamed to calculate how
many have elapfed. 1 will endeavour for the future to be lefs fcan-

dalous. Only believe that my heart is innocent of the laziuefs of

my hand. I do not mean to have recourfe to the ftale and abfurd

excufe of bufmefs, though I have really had a very confiderable

hurry of new parliamentai-y bufmefs : one day, for inftance, of fe-

venteen hours, from ten in the morning till between three and four

the next morning. It is, upon the whole, an agreeable improve-

ment in my life, and forms juft the mixture of bufmefs, of ftudy,

and of fociety, which I always imagined I iliould, and now find I

do like. Whether the Houfe of Commons may ever prove of be-

nefit to myfelf or country, is another queftion. As yet I have been

mute. In the courfe of our American afFalrSj I have fometimes had

a wifli to fpeak, but though I felt tolerably prepared as to the m.atter

I dreaded expofing myfelf in the manner, and remained in my feat

fafe, but inglorious. Upon the whole, (though I ftill believe I fhall

try,) I doubt whether Nature, not that in fomc inftances I am un-
grateful, has given me the talents of an orator, and I feel that I

came into parliament much too late to exert them. Do you hear of

Port Eliot coming to Bath ? and, above all, do you hear of Charles-

ftreet * coming to Bentinck-ftreet, in its way to Eflex, &c.

Adieu. Dear Madam,

I am moH: truly yours.

* Mrs. Gibbon's refidence at Bath.

.1
R
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N* LXII.

Edward Gibbon Efqulre to Mrs. Gibbon.

DEAR MADAM, House of Commons. May zd, 1775.

T ACCEPT of the Pomeranian Ladywkh gratitude and pleafure, and

fhall be impatient to form an acquaintance with her. My pre-

fentations at St. James's pailed gracioufly. My dinner at Twicken-

ham was attended with lefs ceremony and more amufement. If

they turned out Lord North to-mon-ow, they would ftill leave him

one of the heft companions in the kingdom. By this time I fuppofe

the Eliots are with you. I am fure you will fay every thing kind and

proper on the occafion. I am glad to hear of the approbation of my
conftituents for my vote on the Middlefex, election. On the fubjedt

of America, I have been fomething more of a courtier. You know,,

I fuppofe, that Holroyd is juft ftepped over to Ireland for a fort-

night. He pafTed three days with me on his way. Deyverdun had.

left me juft before your letter arrived, which I fhall foon have an

opportunity of conveyiag to him. Though, I flatter myfelf, he broke

from me with fome degree of uneafmefs, the engagement could no,

be declined. At the end of four years he has an annuity of one

hundred pounds for life, and may for the remainder of his days

enjoy a decent independence in that country, which a philofopher

would perhaps prefer to the reft of Europe. For my own part

after the.hurry of the town and of parliament, I am now retired to

my villa in Bentinck-ftreet, which I begin to find a very pleafing

folitude, at leaft as well as if it were two hundred miles from Lon-

don ; becaufe when I am tired o£' the Roman Empire^ I can laugh

away the evening at Foote's theatre, which I could not do in Hamp~
Ihire or Conivrall. I am, dear Madam, moft truly yoursi
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N° LXIII.

Edward Gibbon Efquire to J. B. Holroyd Efquire.

Benti nck-Str£et, Auguft ift, 1775.

"KT'OUR apprehenfions of a precipitate work, &c, are perfectly ground-

lefs. I fhould be much more addided to a contrary extreme.

The head is now printing : true, but it was written laft year and the

year before. The firft chapter has been compofed de nowueau three

times ; the fecond twice^ and all the others have undergone reviews,

corredions, &c. As to the tail, it is perfedlly formed and digefted,

(and were I fo much given to felf-content and hafte,) it is almoft

all written. The ecclefiaftical part, for inftance, is written out in four-

teen fheets, which I mean to refondre from beginning to end. As

to the friendly critic, it is very difficult to find one who has leifure,

candour, freedom, and knowledge fufficient. However, Batt and

Deyverdun have read and obferved. After all, the public is the beft

critic. I print no more than five hundred copies of the firfl; edition
%,

and the fecond (as it happens frequently to my betters) may receive

many improvements. So much for Rome. We have nothing new

from America. But I can venture to ailure you, that adminiftration.

is now as unanimous and decided as the occafion requires. Some-

thing will be done this year ; but in the Spring the force of the

country will be exerted to the utmoft. Scotch Highlanders, Iriih

Papifls, Hanoverians, Canadians, Indians, &c. will all in various

fliapes be employed. Parliament meets the firft week in November.

I think his Catholic Majefty may be fatisfied with his Summer's

amufement. The Spaniards fought with great bravery, and made a

fine retreat ; but our Algerine friends furpalled them as much in

condudl as in number. Adieu»

1 The
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The Duchefs has flopped Foote's piece. She fent for hhn to

Khigfton-houfe, and threatened, bribed, argued, and wept for about

two hours. He affured her, that if the Chamberlain was obftinate,

he fhould publifh it, with a dedication to her Grace.

N° LXIV.

Edward Gibbon Efquirc to Mrs. Gibbon, Bath.

DEAR MADAM, London. AufjuR, 1775.

15 r 7 ILL you accept my prefcnt literary bufincfs as an excufe for

my not writing ? I think you will be in the wrong if you do,

fmce I was juft as idle before. At all events, however, it is better

to fay three words, than to be totally a dumb dog. ^yl propos of

dog, but not of dumb : your Pomeranian is the comfort of ray life
;

pretty, impertinent, fiUitaftical, all that a young lady of fafliion

ought to be. I flatter myfelf that our pafTiou is reciprocal. I am

juft at prefent engaged in a great hiftorical work ; no lefs than a

Hiftory of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire ; with the

firft volume of which I may very poffibly opprefs the public next

winter. It would require fome pages to give a more particular idea

of it ; but I fhall only fay in general, that the fubje£t is curious, and

never yet treated as it deferves ; and that during fome years it has

been in my thoughts, and even under my pen. Should the attempt

fail, it muft be by the fault of the execution.

Adieu. Dear Madam, believe me moft truly yours.
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N° LXV.

Edward Gibbon Efqulre to J. Holroyd Efqulre,

Bentinck-Street, Odobcr 14th, 1775,

T SEND you two pieces of intelligence from the beft authority, and

which, unlefs you hear them from fome other quarter, I do not

wifli you fhould talk much about, ift, When the Rulllans arrive,

(if they refrefli themfelves in England or Ireland,) will you go and

fee their camp ? We have great hopes of getting a body of thefe

Barbarians. In confequence of fome very plain advances. King

George, with his own hand, wrote a very polite epiftle to fifter

Kitty, requeuing her friendly afllflance. Full powers and inftruc-

tions were lent at the fame time to Gunning, to agree for any force

between five, and twenty thoufand men, carte blanche for the terms;

on condition, however, that they fhould ferve, not as auxiliaries^

but as mercenaries, and that the Ruflian general fhould be abfolutely

under the command of the Britifh. They daily and hourly expe<3;

a melfenger, and hope to hear that the bufinefs is concluded. The

worft of it is, that the Baltic will foon be frozen up, and that it muft

be late next year before they can get to America, 2. In the mean

time we are not quite ealy about Canada ; and even if it fhould be

fafe from aa attack, \<!t cannot flatter ourfelves with the cxpeftation

of bringing down that martial people on the Back Settlements. The
priefts are ours ; the gentlemen very prudently wait the event, and

are difpofed to join the ftronger party ; but the fame lawlefs fpirit

and impatience of government which have infe£ted our Colonies, are

gone forth among the Canadian peafants, over w:hom, fince the

conqueft, the nobleife have loft much of their ancient influence.

Another thing which will pleafe and furprife, is the afliirance which

2 I received
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I received from a man who might tell me a lie, but who could not

be miftaken, that no arts, no management whatfoever, have been

ufed to procure the addrelTes which fill the Gazette, and that Lord

North was as much furprifed at the firft that came up, as we could

be at Sheffield. "We jfhall have, I fuppofc, fome brifk {kirmlfliing

in parliament, but the bufinefs will foon be decided by our fuperior

weight of fire. ^A propos^ I believe there has been fome vague but

ferious converfation about caU'iiig out the militia. The new levies go

on very flowly in Ireland. The Diflenters, both there and here, are

violent and adive. Adieu. I embrace my Lady and Maria.

N° LXVL

George Lewis Scott Efquirc to Edward Gibbon Efqnire.

DEAR SIR, December 29th, 1775.

Y AM obliged to you for the liberty of perufing part of your work.

What I have read, has given me a great deal of pleafure. I have

found but few flips of the prefs, or the pen.

The ftyle of the work is clear, and every way agreeable ; and I

dare fay you will be thought to have written with all due modera-

tion and decency with refpe<ft to received (at leaft once received)

opinions. The notes and quotations will add not a little to the

value of the work. The authority of French writers, fo familiar

to you, has not infeded you, however, with the fault of fuperficial

and carelefs quotations. I find, fince I faw you, that I muft be in

the chair at the Excife Office to-morrow ; which fervice will confine

me too much for a week, to permit me to wait upon you fo foon

as I could wifh.

I am very truly, dear Sir,

Your mofl obedient and moft humble Servant.
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N" LXVIL

Edward Gibbon Efqnirc to
J. Holroyd Efquirc.

London, January i8lh, 1776.

TJOW do you do ? Are you alive ? Are you buried under mountains

of fnow ? I write merely to triumph in the fuperiority of my own
fituation, and to rejoice in my own prudence, in not going down to

Sheffield-place, as 1 ferioufly, but fooliflily, intended to do laft week.

We proceed triumphantly with the Roman Empire, and fhall certainly

make our appearance before the end of next month. I have nothing

public. You know we have got eighteen thoufand Germans from

Hefle, Brunfwick, and Hefle Darmftadt. I think our meeting will

be lively; a fpirited minority, and a defponding majority. The

higher people are placed, the more gloomy are their countenances, the

more melancholy their language. You may call this cowardice, but

I fear it arifes from their knowledge (a late knowledge) of the dif-

ficulty and magnitude of the bufmefs. Quebec is not yet taken. I

hear that Carleton is determined never to capitulate with rebels. A
glorious refolution, if it were fupported with fifty thoufand men !

Adieu. I embrace my Lady and Maria. Make my excufes to the

latter, for having negleded her birth-day.

N° LXVIII.

Edward Gibbon Efquirc to J. Holroyd Efquire.

January 29th, 1776,

ARES, &c. arrived fafe ; were received with thanks, and devoured

with appetite. Send more (idejl) of hares. I believe, in my lafl

I forgot faying any thing of the fon of Fergus ; his letters reached

him. What think you of the feafon ? Siberia, is it not ? A plea-

fant campaign in America. I read and pondered your laft, and

think that, in the place of Lord G. G. you might perhaps fucceed
;

VOL. I. 3 s but
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but I much fear that our Leaders have not a genius which can a£t

at the diftance of three thoufand miles. You know, that a large

draught of guards are juft going to America
;
poor dear creatures I

We are met ; but no bufinefs. Next week may be bufy ; Scotch

militia, &c. Roman Empire (firfl; part) will be finifhed in a week,

or fortnight. At laft, I have heard Texier ; wonderful ! Embrace

my Lady. The weather too cold to turn over the page. Adieu.

Since this, I received your laft, and honour your care of the old

women ; a refpe£table name, which, in fpite of my Lady, may fuit

Judges, Bifhops, Generals, &c. I am rejoiced to hear of Maria's

inoculation. I know not when you have done fo wife a thing. You;

may depend upon getting an excellent houfe. Adieu.

N* LXIX.

Edward Gibbon Efqitire to J. Holroyd Efqutre.

Bentincx-Street, February pth, yj"]^.

^C7ou are miftaken about yoiu" dates. It is to-morrow feven-n'ighty

the feventeenth, that my book will decUne into the world.

I am glad to find, that by degrees you begin to underftand the

advantage of a civilized city. Adieu. No public bufmefs
;
parlia-

ment has fat every day, but we have not had a fmgle debate. I

think you will have the book on Monday. The parent is not forgot.,

though I had not a fmgle one to fpare.

N*' LXX\

Extraei ofa Letterfrom Z)r. RoBERTSGJi to Mr. Strahan, dated

Edinburgh College, March 15, 1776.

SINCE my laft I have read Mr. Gibbon's Hif-
[

tory with much attention, and great pleafure.

It is a v/ork of very high merit indeed. He poflefles that induftry

2 of
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of refearch, without which no man deferves the name of an Hiftorian.

His narrative is perfpicuous and interefting ; his ftyle is elegant and

forcible, though in fome paffages I think rather too laboured, and in

others too quaint. But thefe defeds are amply compenfated by the

beauty of the general flow of language, and a very peculiar hap-

pinefs in many of his expreffions. I have traced him in many of

his quotations, (for experience has taught me to fufped the accuracy

of my brother pen-men,) and 1 find he refers to no paflage but what
he has fcen with his own eyes. I hope the book will be as fuccefsful

as it deferves to be. I have not yet read the two laft chapters, but

am forry, from what I have heard of them, that he has taken fuch

a tone in them as will give great offence, and hurt the fale of the

booL

N" LXXI.

Mr. Ferguson to Mr. Gibbon.

DEAR SIR, Edinburgh, March 19th, 1776,

¥ RECEIVED, about eight days ago, after I had been reading your

Hiftory, the copy which you have been fo good as to fend me,

and for which I now trouble you with my thanks. But even if I

had not been thus called upon to offer you my refpefts, I could not

have refrained from congratulating, you on the merit, and undoubted

fuccefs, of this valuable performance. The perfons of this place

whofe judgment you will value moft, agree in opinion, that you

have made a great addition to the claffical literature of England, and

given us what Thucydides propofed leaving with his own country-

men, a. po/fcj/iou in perpetuity. Men of a ceitain modefty and merit

always exceed the expedlations of their friends ; and it is with very

great plcafure I tell you, that although you muft have obferved in

me every mark of confideration and regard, that this is, neverthe-

lefs, the cafe, I receive your infl:rudion, and ftudy your model,

3- S 2 \vith
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with great deference, and join with every one elfe, tb. applauding

the extent of your plan, in hands fo well able to execute it. Some

of your readers, I find, were impatient to get at the fifteenth chapter,

and began at that place. I have not heard much of their criticifm,

but am told that many doubt of your orthodoxy. I wifh to be always

of the charitable fide, while I own you have proved that the cleareft

ftream may become foul when it comes to run over the muddy bot-

tom of human nature. I have not ftayed to make any particular

remarks. If any fhould occur on the fecond reading, I fhall not

fail to lay in my claim to a more needed, and more ufeful admoni-

tion from you, in cafe I ever produce any thing that merits your

attention. And am, with the greateft refped:, dear Sir,

Your mod obliged, and moft huiiible Servant,

Adam Ferguson.

. N° LXXII.

ExtraB of a Letter from Mr. David Hume to Mr. Strahan^

dated Edinburgh, April S/Z', 1776.

1AM very much taken wilh Mr. Gibbon's

Roman Hiftory, which came from your

prefs, and am glad to hear of its fuccefs. There will no books of

reputation now be printed in London but through your hands and Mr.

Cadell's. The Author tells me, that he is already preparing a fecond

edition. I refolved to have given him my advice with regard to th6

manner of printing it ; but as I am now writing to you, it is the

fame thing. He ought certainly to print the number of the chapter

at the head of the margin ; and it v.'Ould be better if fomething of

the contents could alfo be added. One is alfo plagued with his notes,

according to the prefent method of printing the book : when a note

is announced, you turn to the end of the volume ; and there you

I often
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often find nothing but a reference to an authority. All thefe autho-

rities ought only to be printed at the margin, or the bottom of the

page. I defire a copy of my new edition fhould be fent to Mr.

Gibbon ; as wifhing that gentleman, whom I fo highly value, fhould

perufe me in a form the leaft imperfedl to which I can bring my
work.

* * * * * Dr. Smith's performance Is another excellent

work that has come from your prefs this winter ; but I have ven-

tured to tell him, that It requires too much thought to be as popular

as Mr. Gibbon's.

N- LXXIIL

Mr. Ferguson to Mr. Gibbon.

DEAR SIR, Edinburgh, April iSth, 1776.

T SHOULD make fome apology for not writing you fooner an an-

fwer to your obliging letter : but if you fhould honour me fre-

quently with fuch requefts, you will find, that, with very good In-

tentions, I am a very dilatory and Irregular correi'pondent. I am
forry to tell you, that our relpediable friend f is ftill declining in his

health ; he is greatly emaciated, and lofes ftrength. He talks fami-

liarly of his near profpe£l of dying. His mother, it feems, died

under the fame fymptoms ; and It appears fo little neccflary, or

proper, to flatter him, that no one attempts it. I never obferved

his underflanding more clear, or his humour more pleafant and

lively. He has a great averfion to leave the tranquillity of his own

houfe, to go in fearch of health among inns and hoftlers. And his

friends here gave way to him for fome time ; but now think it

neceffary that he fhould make an effort to try what change of place

and air, or any thing elfe Sir John Pringle may advlfe, can do for

•f
Mr, Hume,

iiiin.
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him. I left him this morning in the mind to comply in this article,

and I hope that he will be prevailed on to fet out in a few days. He

Is juft now fixty-five.

I am very glad that the pleafure you give us recoils a little on

yourfelf, through our feeble teftlmony. I have, as you fuppofe,

been employed, at any intervals of leifure or reft I have had for

fome years, in taking notes, or coUeding materials, for a Hiftory

of the diftradions that broke down the Roman Republic, and

ended in the eftablifhment of Auguftus and his immediate fucceflbrs.

The compliment you are pleafed to pay, I cannot accept of, even to

my fubjeft. Your fubjedi now appears with advantages it was not

fuppofed to have had ; and I fufpe£l that the magnificence of the

mouldering ruin will appear more ftriking, than the fame building

when the view is perplexed with fcaffolding, workmen, and difor-

derly lodgers, and the ear is ftunned with the noife of deftrudions

and repairs, and the alarms of fire. The night which you begin

to defcribe is folemn, and there are gleams of light fuperior to what

is to be found in any other time. I comfort myfelf, that as my

trade is the ftudy of human nature, I could not fix on a more inte-

refting corner of it, than the end of the Roman Republic. Whether

my compilations fhould ever deferve the attention of any one befides

myfelf, muft remain to be determined after they are farther advanced.

i take the liberty to trouble you with the inclofed for Mr. Smith,

whofe uncertain ftay in London makes me at a lofs how to dire£l for

him. You have both fuch reafon to be pleafed with the world juft

now, that I hope you are pleafed v/iih each other.

I am, with the greateft refped.

Dear Sir,

Your moft obedient, and moft humble Servant,

ADAiM Ferguson.
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N" LXXIV.

Edward Gibbon Efquire to J. Holroyd Efqmre.

London, May 20th, 1776.

T AM angry that you fhould impede my noble defigns of vifiting

foreign parts, more efpecially as I have an advantage w^hich Sir

Wilful had not, that of underftanding your foreign lingos. With

regard to Mrs. Gibbon, her intended vifit, to w^hich I was not to-

tally a ftraager, will do me honour j and, though it fhould delays

my emigration, till the end of July, there will ftill remain the months-

of Auguft, September, and Odlober. Above all, abftain from giving

the leail hint to any Bath correfpondent, and perhaps, if I am not

provoked by oppofition, the thing may not be abfohitely certain*

At all events, you may depend on a previous vifit. At prefent, I

am very bufy with the Neckers. I live with her, juft as I ufed to do-

twenty years ago, laugh at her Paris varnifh, and oblige her to be-

come a fimple reafonable SuifTeffe. The man who might read

Englifli hufbands' leflbns of proper and dutiful behaviour, is a fenfible

good-natured creature. In about a fortnight I launch again into the

world in the ihape of a quarto volume.. Cadell aflures me, that he

never remembered fo eager and impatient a demand for a fecond

edition. The town is beginning to break up ; the day after to-

morrow we have our lafl: day in the Houfe of Commons, to inquire

into the inftrudions of the commifTioners. I like the man, and the

motion appears plain. Adieu» I dined with Lord Palmerftone to-

day
;
great dinner of catches. I embrace my Lady and the Maria*.
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N"* LXXV.

Edward Gibbon Efquirc lo J. Holroyd Efqulre.

^T-*0 tell you any thing of the change, or rather changes, of go-

^ vernors, I muft have known fomething of them myfelf ; but

all Is darknefs, confufion, and uncertainty, to fuch a degree, that

people do not even know what lies to invent. The news from Ame-

rica have indeed diverted the public attention into another, and far

greater, channel. AH that you fee in the papers, of the repulfe at

Quebec, as well as the capture of Lee, refts on the authority (a

very unexceptionable one)' of the provincial papers, as they have

been tranfmltted by Governor Tryon from New York. Howe is

wellj and eats plentifully ; and the weather feems to clear up fo faft,

that, according to the Englifh cuftom, we have pafled from the loweft

defpondency to a full affurance of fuccefs. My new birth happened

laft Monday; feven hundred of the fifteen hundred were gone

yefterday. I now underftand, from pretty good authority, that

Dr. * * * *, the friend and chaplain of * * * *, is adually

fharpening his goofe quill agalnft the two laft chapttrs. Adieu.

June the 6th, 1776, from Almack's, where I was chofen laft

week.
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N° LXXVI.

The -Same to the Same.

Almack's, June 24th, 1776.

X7ES, yes, I am alive, and well; but what fliall I fay? Town

grows empty, and this houfe, where I have pafled very agree-

able hours, is the only place which ftill unites the flower of the

Englifh youth. The ftile of living, xhovL"^ fomcvohat expenfive, is

exceedingly pleafant, and, notwithftanding the rage of play, I have

found more entertaining, and even rational fociety here, than in

any other club to which I belong. Mrs. Gibbon ftill hangs in fuf-

penfe, and feems to confider a town-expedition with horror. I think,

however, that {he will be foon in motion ; and when I have her in

Bentinck-ftreet, we fliall perhaps talk of a Sheffield excurfion. I am

now deeply engaged in the reign of Conftantine, and, from the fpe-

cimens which I have already feen, I can venture to promife, that the

fecond volume will not be lefs interefting than the firft. The fifteen

hundred copies are moving off with decent fpeed, and the obliging

Cadell begins to mutter fomething of a third edition for next year.

No news of Deyverdun, or his French tranflation. What a lazy

dog ! Madame Nccker has been gone a great while. I gave her,

en partant^ the moft folemn afTurances of following her paws in lefs

than two months ; but the voice of indolence begins to whifper a

thoufand difficulties, and unlefs your abfurd policy fhould thoroughly

provoke me, the Parifian journey may poffibly be deferred. I rejoice

in the progrefs of * * * * towards light. We are in expedlation

of American news. Carleton is made a Knight of the Bath. The

old report of Wafhington's refignation, and quarrel with the Con-

grefs, feems to revive. Adieu.

VOL. I. 3 T
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N** LXXVII.

Extra& of a Letter from Dr. George Campbell, Prrfeffor at

Aberdeen, to Mr. Strahan, ^^/^--^ Aberdeen, June 25, 1776.

T HAVE lately read over one of your lafl winter's publications with

very great pleafure, and I hope fome inftruction. My expedla-

tions were indeed high when I began it ; but, I afl'ure you, the en-

tertainment I received greatly exceeded them. What made me fall

to it with the greater avidity was, that it had in part a pretty clofe

eonnedion with a fubjedt I had occafion to treat fometimes in my
Theological Ledures ; to wit, the Rife and Progrefs of the Hierar-

chy : and you will believe that I was not the lefs pleafed to difcover,

in an hiftorian of fo much learning and penetration, fo great a co-

incidence with my own fentiments, in relation to fome obfcure

points in the Chriftian antiquities. I fuppofe I need not now inform.

you, that the book I mean is Gibbon's Hiftory of the Fall of the.

Roman Empire ; which, in refpect of the ftyle and manner, as well

as the matter, is a moft mafterly performance..

N"' LXXVin.

Edward Gibbon Efquire to
J. Holroyd Efqu'irc.

Saturday, Augull, 1776.

VT7E exped you at five o'clock Tuefday, without a fore throat.

You have ere this heard of the fhocking accident which

takes up the attention of the town. Our old acquaintance * * ****** * * *. By his own indolence, rather

than
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than extravagance, Iiis circumftanccs were embarrafled, and he had

frequently declared hlmfelf th-ed of life. No public news, nor any-

material expected, till the end of this, or the beginning of next

month, when Howe will probably have colledied his whole force.

A tough bufinefs indeed. You fee by their declaration, that they

have now pafled the Rubicon, and rendered the work of a treaty in-

finitely more difficult. You will perhaps fay, fo much the better;

but I do aflure you, that the thinking friends of Government are by

no means fanguine. I take the opportunity of eating turtle with

Garrick at Hampton. Adieu.

N" LXXIX.

The Same to the Same.

Saturday, | paft Eleven, 1776.

inOR the prefent I am fo deeply engaged, that you muft renounce

the hafty apparition at Sheffield-place ; but if you fhould be

very impatient, I will try (after the meeting) to run down, between

the Friday and Monday, and bring you the laft editions of things.

At prefent nought but expeftation. The attack on me is begun ; an

anonymous eighteen-penny pamphlet, which will get the author

more glory in the next world than in this. The heavy troops,

Watfon and another, are on their march. Adieu.

3 T 2
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N" LXXX.

Extras of a Letter from Mr. Wallace to Mr. Strahan, dated

Edinburgh, Auguft 30, 1776.

A LAS, for David Hume *
! His friends have fuftained a great

"^
lofs in his death. He was interred yefterday, at a place he lately

purchaled in the burying-ground on the Caltcn.

*' For who, to dumb forgetfulnefs a prey,

" This pleafmg anxious being e'er refign'd,

*' Left the warm precincts of the cheerful day,

" Nor caft one longing, lingering look behind ?"

A monument on that airy elevated cemetery, which, on account of

a magnificent terrace now carried round the hill, is greatly fre-

quented, will be extremely confpicuous, and muft often call his

name to remembrance. It has been remarked, that the fame day on

v^hich Lucretius died, gave birth to Virgil ; and amidft their late fe-

vere lofs, philofophy and literature will probably find themfelves not

wholly difconfolate, on refled;ing that the fame year in which they

were deprived of Hume, Gibbon arofe ; his fuperior in fome re-

fpeds. This Gentleman's Hiftory of the Decline of the Roman

Empire appears to me, in point of compolltion, incomparably tlie

fineft production in Englifh, without any exception. I hardly

thought the language capable of arriving at his corredtnefs, perfpi-

cuity, and ftrength.

* Mr. Hume died at Edinburgh, Auguft 25, 1776.
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N** LXXXI.

Edward Gibbon Efqtilre to
J. Holroyd Efquire.

1776.

T HOPE you bark and growl at my filence
;
growl and bark. This

is not a time for correfpondence. Parliament, vifits, dinners,

flippers, and an hour or two flolen with difficulty for the Decline,

leave but very little leifure. I fend you the Gazette, and have fcarcely

any thing to add, except that about five hundred of them have de-

ferted to us, and that the New York incendiaries were immediately,

and very juftifiably, deftined to the cord. Lord G. G. with whom
I had a long converfation laft night, was in high fpirits, and hopes

to reconquer Germany in America. On the fide of Canada, he

only fears Carleton's Jlowncfs^ but entertains great exped:ations that

the light troops and Indians, under Sir William Johnfon, who are

fent from Ofwego down the Mohawk River to Albany, will oblige

the Provincials to give up the defence of the Lakes, for fear of being

cut off.. The report of a foreign war fubfides. Houfe of Com-
mons dull, and oppofition. talk of fufpending hoftilities from defpair.

An anonymous pamphlet and Dr. Watfon out againft nie-; (in

my opinion,) the former feeble, and very illiberal ; the latter un-

commonly genteel. At laft I have had a letter from Deyverdun
;

wretched excufes ; nothing done ; vexatious enough. To-morrow
I write to Suard, a very fkilful tranflator of Paris, who was here in

the fpring with the Neckers, to get him (if not too late) to under-

take it. Adieu.
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N" LXXXII.

Mr. ClBBO'^ io f/je Reverc/idDr.Wat S02^ {iwzv B'ljhop of Landaff).

Bentin CK-STREtT, November zd, 1776.

1% /[R. Gibbon takes the earlieft opportunity of prefenting his com-

pliments and thanks to Dr. Watfon, and of expreffing his fenfe

of the liberal treatment which he has received from fo candid an

adverfary. Mr. Gibbon entirely coincides in opinion with Dr. Wat-

fon, that as their different fentiments, on a very important period

of hiftory, are now fubmitted to the Public, they both may employ

their time in a manner much more ufeful, as well as agreeable, than

they could pofTibly do by exhibiting a fmgle combat in the amphi-

theatre of controverfy. Mr. Gibbon is therefore determined to refift

the temptation of juftifying, in a profeffed reply, any paflages of

his Hiftory, which might perhaps be eafily cleared from cenfure

and mifapprehenfion ; but he ftill referves to himfelf the privilege

of inferting in a future edition fome occafional remarks and expla-

nations of his meaning. If any calls of pleafure or bufmefs fhould

bring Dr. Watfon to town, Mr. Gibbon would think hirnfelf happy

an being permitted to folicit the honour of his acquaintance.
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N° LXXXIII.

Dr. Watson to Mr. Gibbon-

Cambridge, November 4th, 1776^.

"rvR. Watfon accepts with pleafure Mr. Gibbon's polite invitation

to a perfonal acquaintance. If he comes to town this winter,,

will certainly do himfelf the honour to wait upon him. Begs, at the

fame time, to alTure Mr. Gibbon, that he will be very happy to have

an opportunity of fhewing him every civility, if curiofity, or other

motives, fhould bring him to Cambridge. Dr. Watfon can have

fome faint idea of Mr. Gibbon's difficulty in refilling the temptation

he fpeaks of, from having been of late in a fituation fomewhat

fimilar himfelf. It would be'very extraordinary, if Mr. Gibbon did

not feel a parent's partiality for an offspring which has juftly excited

the admiration of all who have feen it j and Dr. Watfon would be

the lafl; perfon in the world to wilh him to fupprefs any explanation

which might tend to exalt its merits..

N" LXXXiV.

Edward Gibbon Efquire to J.
Holroyd Efquirei

Almack's, November 7th, 1776.

T F.TTERS from Burgoyne. They embarked on the Lakes the thir-

tieth September, with eight hundred Britifh failors, fix thoufand

regulars, and a naval force fuperior to any poffible oppofition : but

the feafon was fo far advanced, that they expetfled only to occupy

and ilrengthen Ticonderoga, and afterwai'ds to return and take up

their



512 LETTERS TO AND FROM

their winter quarters in Canada. Yefterday we had a furprize in the

Houfe, from a proclamation of the Elowes, which made its firfl; ap-

pearance in the Morning Poft, and which nobody feems to under-

ftand. By this time, my Lady may fee that I have not much reafon

to fear my antagonifts. Adieu, till next Thurfday.

N° LXXXV.

Edward Gibbon Efquire to
J.
Holroyd Efquire.

Friday Evening, November ^^i.

"VTEWS from the Lakes. A naval combat, in which the Provincials

were repulfed with confiderable lols. They burnt and aban-

doned Crown Point. Carleton is befieging Ticonderoga. Carleton,

I fay ; for he is there, and it is apprehended that Burgoyne is coming

home. We difmifled the Nabobs without a divifion. Burke and

the Attorney General fpoke very well. Adieu.

N° LXXXVL

The Same to the Same.

Bentinck-street, January i8th, 1777.

A s I prefume, my Lady does not make a practice of tumbling

down flairs every day after dinner, by this time the colours

muft have faded, and the high places (I mean the temples) are

reduced to a proper level. But what, in the name of the great

prince, is the meaning of her declining the Urban expedition ? Is it

the fpontaneous refult of her own proud fpirit ? or does it proceed

I from
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from the fecret machinations of her domeftic tyrant ? At all events,

I expcd: you will both remember your engagement of next Saturday

in Bentinck-ftreet, with Donna Catherina, the Mountaineer*, &c.

Things go on very profperoufly in America. Howe is himfelf in

the Jerfeys, and will pufli at leaft as far as the Delawar River. The

continental (perhaps T^ozy the rebel) army is in a grea.t meafure dif-

perfed, and Waftiington, who wifhes to cover Philadelphia, has not

more than fix or feven thoufand men with him. Clinton defigns to

conquer Rhode Ifland in his way home. But, what / think of much

greater confequence, a province made its fubmiifion, and defired to

be reinftated in the peace of the King. It is indeed only poor little

Georgia ; and the application was made to Governor Tonyn of Flo-

rida, Some difguft at a violent ftep of the Congrefs, who removed

the Prefident of their Provincial Affembly, a leading and popular

man, co-operated with the fear of the Indians, who began to amufe

themfelves with the exercife of fcalping on their Back Settlements.

Town fills, and we are mighty agreeable. Lafl: year, on the Queen's

birth-day. Sir G. Warren had his diamond ftar cut off his coat j this

day the fame accident happened to him again, with another ftar

worth feven hundred pounds. He had better compound by the

year. Adieu*.

* The Honourable General Simon Frafer.

VOL. I. 3 u
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N" LXXXVII.

Edward Gibbon EJquire to J. Holroyd Efquire,

Al mack's, Wednefday Evening.

T N due obedience to thy dread commands I write.

But what fliall I fay ? My life, though more lively than yours, is

almoft as uniform. A very little reading and writing in the morn-

ing, bones or guts * from two to four, pleafant dinnei"s from five to

eight, and afterwards clubs, with an occafional aflembly, or fupper.

America affords nothing very fatisfadory ; though we have many

flying reports, you may be affured that we are ignorant of the con-

fequences of Trenton, &c. Charles Fox is now at my elbow, de-

claiming on the impoffibility of keeping America, fince a victorious

army has been unable to maintain any extent of pofts in the fmgle

province of Jerfey. Lord North is out of danger (we trembled for

his important exiftence). I now e~xpe<£t that my Lady and you-

fhould fix the time for the promifed vifitation to Bentinck-ftreen

March and April are open, chufe. Adieu.

N° LXXXVIII.

The Same to the Satnei

17 77".

xrou deferve, and w^e exult In your weather and difappointments.

Why would you bury yourlelf? I dined in Downing-ftreet

Thurfday laft ; and I think Wedd-erburne was at leaft as agreeable

a companion as your timber-furveyor could be. Lee is certainly

taken, but Lord North does not apprehend Le is coming home.

• Mr. Gibbon at this time attended Dr. Hunter's Anatomical Leiflures.

We
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We are not clear whether he behaved with courage or pufilanimity

when he furrendered himfelf; hut Colonel Keenc told me to-day,

that he had feen a letter from Lee fince his confinement. " He im-

*' putes his being taken, to the alcrtnefs of Harcourt, and cowardice

" of his own guard ; hopes he fliall meet his fate with fortitude
;

" but laments that freedom is not likely to find a rcfting-placc in any

" part of the globe." It is faid, he was to fucceed Wafliington. We
know nothing certain of the Heflians j but there has been a blow.

Adieu.

N° LXXXIX.

The Same to the Same.

Saturday Night, April izth, 1777.

XT'OUR difpatch is gone to * * *, and I flatter myfelf that by

your afliftance I fhall be enabled to lofe a thoufand a year upon

Lenborough before I return from Paris. The day of my departure

is not abfolutely fixed ; Sunday feven-night, the twenty-feventh in-

ftant, is talked of : But if any India bufinefs fhould come on after

the Civil Lift, it will occafion fome delay, otherwife things are in

great forwardnefs. Mrs. Gibbon is an enemy to the whole plan
;

and I muft anfwer, in a long letter, two very ingenious objeftions

which Ihe has ftarted. ift, That I fhall be confined, or put to

death by the priefts; and, 2dly, That I (hall fully my won// cha-

racter, by making love to Necker's wife. Before I go, I will confult

Newton, about a power of attorney for you. By the bye, I wifh you

would remember a fort of promifc, and give me one day before I go.

We talk chiefly of the Marquis de la Fayette, who was here a few

weeks ago. He is about twenty, with an hundred and thirty

thoufand livres a vear ; the nephew of Noaillcs, who is ambaflador

here, He has bought the Duke of Kingfton's yatch, and is gone

to join the Americans. ThQ ComxX. appear to be angry with him.

Adieu.

3 u 2



5i6 LETTERS TO AND FROM

Edward Gibbon Efquire to
J.
Holroyd Efquire.

Atwood's, Saturday Night, April 19th, ijij^

T T Is not poflible as yet to fix the day of my departure. That cir-

cumftance depends on the ftate of India, and will not be deter-

mined till the General Court of next Wednefday. I know from the

Jirji authority, if the violence of the Proprietors about the Pigot, can

be checked in the India-houfe by the influence of a Government ma-

jority, the Minifter does not wifh to exert the omnipotence of Parha-

ment ; and I fhall be difmifled from hence time enough to fet forwards

on Thurfday the firft of May. On the contrary, fhould we be in-

volved in thofe perplexing affairs, they may eafily detain me till

the middle of next month. But as all this is very uncertain, I

direct you and my Lady to appear in town to-morrow feven-night.

I have many things to fay. We have been animated this week, and^

notwithftanding the ftrift ceconomy recommended by Charles Fox

and John Wilkes, we have paid the Royal debts. Adievu.

N'' XCI.

The Same to the Same^

Monday Night, April 2 j ft, 1 777.

T)AD news from Hampfhire. Support Hugonin, comfort

me ; corredl or expel * * * * ; fell Lenborough, and remove

my temporal cares. Whea do you arrive ?



EDWARD GIBBON Efqulre. 517

N° XCII.

The Same to the Same.

Wednefday Night, April 23d, 1777.

Tt is uncertain whether India comes to Weftminfler this year, and

it is certain that Gibbon goes to Paris next Saturday feven-night.

Therefore Holroyd muft appear in town the beginning of next

week. Gibbon wants the cordial of his prefence before the journey,-

My Lady muji come..

N'' XCIII.

The Same to the Same.

Dover, Tuefday Evening, May 6th, 1777.

"n/jTY expedition does not begin very aufpicioufly. The wind,

which for fome days had been fair, paid me the compHment
of changing on my arrival ; and, though I immediately fecured a

veflel, it has been impoflible to make the leaft ufe of it during the

whole of this tedious day. It feems doubtful, whether I fhall get out

to-morrow morning ; and the Captain afllires me, that the pafla^-e

will have the. double advantage of being both cold and rough. Laft

night a fmall privateer, fitted out at Dunkirk, with a commiffion

from Dr. Franklin, attacked, took, and has carried into Dunkirk Road
the Harwich Packet. The King's meflenger had juft time to throw

his difpatches over-board. He paffed through this town about four

o'clock this afternoon, in his return to London. As the alarm is now
given, our American friend will probably remain quiet, or will be

^ fooa
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foot! caught ; fo that I have not 7nuch apprehenfion for my perfonal

fafety ; but if fo daring an outrage is not followed by punifhment

and reftitution, it may become a very ferious bufinefs, and may pof-

fibly fhorten my ftay at Paris.

Adieu. I ihall write by the firft opportunity, either from Calais

or Philadelphia.

N** XCIV.

Mr. Gibbon to Mr. Holroyd.

Calais, Wcdnefday, May 7th, 1777.

T)Osr nubila Fhcebus. A pleafant paflage, an excellent houfe, a

good dinner, with Lord * * * *, whom I found here. Eafy

Cuftom-houfe officers, fine weather, &c. I am detained to-night by

the temptation of a French comedy, in a theatre at the end of Def-

fein's garden ; but fhall be in motion to-morrow early, and hope to

dine at Paris Saturday. Adieu. I think I am a pundual correfpond-

ent ; but this beginning is too good to laft.

N* XCV.

Dr. William Robertson to Mr. Gibbon.

SIR, College of Edinburgh, June 5th, 1777.

T HAVE defired Mr. Strahan to take the liberty of fending you, in

my name, a copy of the Hiftory of America, which I hope you

will do me the honour of accepting, as a teftimony, not only of my
refpedt, but of my gratitude, for the inftrudion which I have re-

1 ceived
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ceived from your writings, as well as the credit you have done me^

by the moft obliging manner in which you have mentioned my
name. I whh the prefent work may not diminifli fentiments fo

flattering to me. I have taken much pains to obtain the approbation

of thofe whofe good opinion one ought to be folicitous to fecure,

and I truft that my induftry at leaft will be applauded.

An unlucky indifpofition prevented me from executing a fcheme

which I had formed, of pafling two months of laft fpring in London.

The honour of being made known to you, was one of the pleafures

with which I had flattered myfelf. But I hope to be more fortunate

next year ; and beg that you will believe that I am, with great re-

fpedt. Sir, your moft obedient, and moft humble fervant.

N" XCVL

Mr. Gibbon to Dr. Robertsok^

S I R, Paris, 1777^.

"IT 7 HEN r ventured to aflume the charader of Hiftorian, the firft,

the moft natural, but at the fame time the moft ambitious,

wifli which I entertained, was to obtain the approbation of Dr. Ro-

bertfon and of Mr. Hume ; two names which frlendfliip united, and

which pofterity will never feparate. I fliall not therefore attempt to-

diflemble, though I cannot eafily exprefs, the pleafure which I re-

ceived from your obliging letter, as well as from the intelligence of

your moft valuable prefent. The fatisfadlion which I Ihould other-

wife have enjoyed, in common with the public, will now be height-

ened by a fentiment of a more perfonal and flattering nature ; and

I ftiall frequently whifper to myfelf, that I have in fome. meafure.

deferved the eftcem of the writer whom I admire..

A fhortr.
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A fliort excurfion which I have made to this place, during the

fummer months, has occafioned fome delay in my receiving your

letter, and will prevent my poffeffing, till my return, the copy of

your Hiflory, which you fo politely defired Mr. Strahan to fend me.

But I have already gratified the eagernefs of my impatience ; and

although I was obliged to return the book much fooner than I could

have wifhed, I have feen enough to convince me, that the prefent

publication will fupport, and, if poffible, will extend the fame of

the Author ; that the materials are colledted with diligence, and ar-

ranged with fkill ; th^t the firft book contains a learned and fatisfac-

tory account of the progrefs of difcovery ; that the achievements,

the dangers, and the crimes, of the Spanifh adventurers are related

Avith a temperate fpirit ; and that the moft original, perhaps the

moft curious, portion of the hiflory of human manners is at length

refcued from the hands of fophifts and declaimers. Lord Stormont,

and the few in this Capital, who have had an opportunity of per-

ufing the Hiftory of America, unanimoufly concur in the fame

fentiments. Your work is already become a favourite topic of public

converfation ; and Mr. Suard is repeatedly prefled, in my hearing,

to fix the time when his tranflation will appear.

I flatter myfelf you will not abandon your defign of vifiting Lon-

don next winter; as 1 already anticipate, in my own mind, the ad-

vantages which I fhall derive from fo pleafing and fo honourable a

connedion. In the mean while, I fhould efteem myfelf happy, if

you could think of any literary commiffion, { in the execution of

which I might be ufeful to you at Paris, where I propofe to flay till

very near the meeting of Parliament. Let me, for inflance, fuggeft

an enquiry, which cannot be indifferent to you, and which might

perhaps be within my reach. A few days ago I dined with Bagni-

oufky, the famous adventurer, who efcaped from his exile at Kam-

fchatfka, and returned into Europe by Japan and China. His nar-

rative
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ratlve was amufmg', though I know not how far his veracity, in point

of circumftances, may fafely be trufted. It wa-s his original clefigii

to penetrate through the North Eafl PafTage ; and he adually fol-

lowed the coaft of Afia as high as the latitude of 67°
;^s'i ^^^^ ^^^^

progrefs was flopped by the ice, in a Straight between the two

Continents, which was only feven leagues broad. Thence he de-

fcended along the coaft of America, as low as Cape Mendocin ; but

was repulfed by contrary winds, in his attempts to reach the port of

Acapulco. The Journal of his Voyage, with his original Charts, is

now at Verfailles, in the Depot des Affaires Etrangers ; and if you

conceived that it would be of any ufe to you for a fecond edition, I

would try what might be obtained ; tliough I am not ignorant of

that mean jealoufy which you yourfelf have experienced, and £0

idefervedly ftigmatifed. I am, &c.

N° XCVIU

Xh: Robertson to Mr. GiBBOif-

SIR,

» MAD the honour of your obliging Letter, and I fhould be a very

proud man indeed, if I were not vain of the approbation which

you are pleafed to beftow upon me. As you will now have had an

.opportunity to perufe the book, which you had only feen when you

wrote to me, I indulge myfelf in the hopes, that the favourable opi-

nion you had formed of it, is not diminifhed. I am much pleafed

with your mentioning my friendfhip with Mr. Hume ; I have al-

ways confidered that as one of the moft fortunate and honourable

xircumftances of my life. It is a felicity of the age and country in

which we live, that men of letters can enter the fame walk of fcience,

and go on fuccefsfully, without feeling one fentinient of envy or

VOL. I- 3 X rival.fhip.
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vivalflilp. In the intercourfe between Mr. Hume and me, we always

found fomething to blame^ as well as fomething to commoid. I have

received frequently very valuable criticifms on my performances

from him ; and I have fometimes ventured to offer him my ftridtures

on his works. Permit me to hope for the fame indulgence from

you. If, in reading the Hiftory of America, any thing, either in

the matter or ftyle, has occurred to you as reprehenfible, I wall deem

it a moft obliging favour if you will communicate it freely to me,

I am certain of profiting by fuch a communication.

I return you thanks for your frank offer of executing any literary

commiffion for me. I accept of it without ceremony, and am flat-

tered with the idea of receiving fuch aid from your hands. I know

nothing of Bagnioufki's Adventures, but what was publifhed in fome

Newfpaper. If one can rely on his veracity, what he relates mufl

be very interefling to me. If you had been writing the Hiftory of

America, the queftion concerning the mode of peopling it, might

not perhaps have occupied your attention very much. But it was

proper for me to confider it more fully. Bagniouflci (if he may be

credited) has feen what it may be ufeful for me to know. I can fee

no reafon why the Court of France fhould be fhy about communi-

cating his Journal, and the Charts which illuflrate it
;

poffibly my
name may operate fomewhat towards obtaining a copy of both;

your interpofition, I am confident, will do a great deal. It will be

very illiberal indeed, if fuch a communication were refufed. My Lord

Stormont (by whofe attention I have been much honoured) would

not decline to give his aid, were that neceffary. But if your Court

refembles that of Spain, I am afraid every propofal from an am-

baffador is received with fome degree of jealoufy. Your own private

application will, I apprehend, be more effectual. As it is pro-

bable that a fecond edition may go to prefs early in the winter, it

will add to the favour, if you can foon inform me concerning the

fuccefs of your negociation. As this is fomething in the ftyle of

the
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the Corps. Diplomatique^ allow mc to i-'Ccommend one of Its members

to you. Mr. Fullarton, the new fecretary of the cmbafly, is a par-

ticular friend of mine. He is a young man of fuch qualities both of

head and heart, that I am fure you will efteem and love him. Pleafe

remember me to him. I have the honour to be, with great refped,

Your obliged humble fervant,

W^ILHAM ROC-ERTSON.

N°xcvin.

Edward Gibbon Efquire to J. Holroyd Efquire.

Paris, June i6, 1777.

r TOLD you what would infallibly happen, and you know enough,

^ of the nature of the beaft not to be furprifed at it. I have now

been at Paris exadtly five weeks ; during which time I have not

written to any perfon whatfoever within die Britifli dominions, ex-

cept two lines of notification to Mrs. Gibbon. The dsemon of pro-

crallination has at length yielded to the genius of friendlhip, aflifted

indeed by the powers of fear and fliame. But when I have feated

myfelf before a table, and begin to revolve all that I have i&Qn

and tafted during this bufy period, I feel myfelf oppreffed and

confounded ; and I am very near throwing away the pen, and re-

figning myfelf to indolent defpair. A complete hiftory would re-

quire a volume, at leaft, as corpulent as the Decline and Fall ; and if

I attempt to felecfl and abridge, befides the difficulty of the choice,

there occur fo many things which cannot properly be entiufted to

paper, and fo many others of too flight a texture to fupport the

journey, that I am almoft tempted to referve for our future conver-

fations the detail of my pleafures and occupations. But as I am fen-

fible that you are rigid and impatient, I will try to convey, in a feu'

words, a general idea of my fituation as a man of the world, and as

Z'^
'^ a man
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a man of letters. You remember that the Neckers were my prhici-

pal dependance ; and the reception which I have met with frOm them

very far furpaffed my moft fanguine expeclations. I do not indeed

lodge in their houfe, (as it might incite the jealoufy of the hull)and,

and procure me a lettre de cachet,) but I live very much with them,

and dine and fup whenever they have company, which is almoft

every day, and whenever I like it, for they are not in the leafl exi~

geafis. Mr. Walpole gave me an introduction to Madame du Def-

fand, an agreeable young lady o5 ejighty-two years of age, who has

conftant fuppers, and the beft company in Paris. When you fee the

Duke of Richmond, he w^li give you an account of, that hpufe, where

I meet him almoft every evening. Aflc him about Madame de Cam-

bis. I have met the Duke of Choifeul at his particular requeft,

dined by accident with Franklin;,' coiaverfed with the Emperor, been

prefented at court, and gradually, or rather .rapidly, I find my
acquaintance fpreading oVer the moft valuabk parts of Paris, They

pretend to like me, <ind whatever you may think of French profef-

fions, I am convinced that fome at leaft are fincere. On the other

hand, 1 feel myfelf eafy and happy in their company, and only regret

that I did not come over two or three months fooner. Though Paris

throughout the fummer promifes me a very agreeable fociety, yet I

am hurt every day by the depiarture of men and women whom I begin

to know with fome familiarity, the departure of officers for their go-

vernments and garrifons, of bifliops for their diocefes, and eyen of

country gentlemen for their eftates, as a rural taile gains ground in

this country. So much for the general idea of my acquaintance
j

details would be endlefs, yet imfatisiadory. You may add, to the

pleafures of fociety thofe of the fpectacles and promenades, and you:

will find that 1 lead a very agreeable life; let me juft condefcend to

obferve, 'that it is not extravagant. After decking myfelf out with

filks and filver, the ordinary eftabhfhment of cOach, lodging, fervants,

eating, and pocket expences, does not exceed fixty pounds per

month.
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month. Yet I have two footmen in handfome liveries behind my
coach, and my apartment is hung with damafk. Adieu for the pre-

fent : I have more to fay, but were I to attempt any farther progrefs,

you muft wait another poft; and you have already waited long

enough, of all confcience.

Let me juft in two words give you an idea of my day. I am now
going (nine o'clock) to the King's library, where I fliall (lay till twelve

;

as foon as I am drefled, I fet out to dine with the Duke de Nivernois >

fhall go from thence to the French comedy, into the Princefs de

Beauveau's loge grille'e, and cannot quite determine whether I fhall

fup at Madame du Deffand's, Madame Necker's, or the Sardinian

Ambaffadrefs's. Once more adieu.

I embrace my Lady and Batribuii. I fhall with cheerfulnefs excr-

cute any of her comm.ijQions..

N*» XCIX.

Edward Gibbon Efquire to J. Holroyd Ef^iuire,

Paris, Augiifl 13, 1777.;

TT 7ELL, and who is the culprit now ?—Thus far had I written in

the pride of my heart, and fully determined to inflid an epiftle

upon you, even before I received any aafwer to my former; I was

very near a bull. But this forward half line lay ten days barren and
' inadive, till its generative powers were excited by the mifllve which

1 received yefterday. What a wretched piece of work do we feem to

be making of it in America ? The greateft force which any European

power ever ventured to tranfport into that continent, is not ftrong

enough even to attack the enemy; the naval ftrength of Great Britain

is not fufficient to prevent the Americans (they have almofl loft the

appellation of Rebels) from receiving every affiftance that they

^ wanted ;:
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wanted ; and In the mean time you are obliged to call out the mllitia

to defend your own coafts againft their privateers. You pofTibly may

expe£t from me fome account of the defigns and policy of the French

court, but I choofe to decline that tafk for two reafons : i ft, Becaufe

you may find them laid open in every newfpaper ; and 2dly, Becaufe

I live too much with their courtiers and minlrters to know any thing

about them. I fliall only fay, that I am not under any immediate

apprehenfions of a war with France. It is much more pleafant as

tvell as profitable to view in fafety the raging of the tempeft, occa-

fionally to pick up fome pieces of the wreck, and to improve their

trade, their agriculture, and their finances, while the two countries

are lento colUfa dndlo. Far from taking any ftep to put a fpeedy end

to this aftonifhing dlfpute, I fliould not be furprifed if next fummer

they were to lend their cordial affiftance to England, as to the weaker

party. As to my perfonal engagement with the D. of R. I recolledl

a few flight fklrmllhes, but nothing that deferves the name of a ge-

neral engagement. The extravagance of fome difputants, both

French and Englifh, who have efpoufed the caufe of America, fome—

times infplres mc with an extraordinary vigour. Upon the whole, I

find It much eafier to defend the juftice than the policy of our mea-

fures ; but there are certain cafes, where whatever is repugnant to

found policy ceafes to be juft.

The more I fee of Paris, the more I like it. The regular courfe

of the foclety in which I live is eafy, polite, and entertaining
;

and almoft every day is marked by the acquifitlon of fome new

acquaintance, who is worth cultivating, or who, at leaft, is worth re-

membering. To the great admiration of the French, I regularly

dine and regularly fup, drink a difh of ftrong coffee after each meal,

and find my ftomach a citizen of the world. The fpedacles, (parti-

cularly the Italian, and above all, the French Comedies,) which are

open the whole fummer, afford me an agreeable relaxation from com-

pany ; and to fhew you that I frequent them from tafte, and not from

2 idlenefs,
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Idlenefs, I have not yet feen the Colifee, the Vauxhall, the Boul-

vards, or any of thofe places of entertainment which conflitute Paris

to mofl of our countrymen. Occafional trips to dine or fup in fome

of the thoufand country-houfes which are fcattered round the envi-

rons of Paris, ferve to vary the fcene. In the mean while the fum-

raer infenfibly glides away, and the fatal month ofOdober approaches,

when I muft change the houfe of Madame Necker for the Houfe of

Commons. I regret that I could not choofe the winter, inftead of the

fummer, for this excurfion : I fhould have found many valuable per-

fons, and fhould have preferved others whom I have loft as I began

to know them. The Duke de Choifeul, who deferves attention both

for himfelf, and for keeping the beft houfe in Paris, pafTes feven.

months of the year in Touraine ; and though I have been tempted, I

confider with horror a journey of fixty leagues into the country.

The Princefs of Beauveau, who is a moft fuperior woman, has been

abfent above fix weeks, and does not return till the 24th of this

month. A large body of recruits will be affembled by the Fontain-

.bleau journey; but in order to have a thorough knowledge of this

fplendid country, I ought to ftay till the month of January ; and if

I could be fure that Oppofitlon would be as tranquil as they were laft

year— I think your life has been as animated, or, at leaft, as tumul-

tuous, and I envy you Lady Payne, &c. much more than either the

Primate, or the Chief-juftice. Let not the generous breaft of my Lady

te torn by the black ferpents of envy. She ftill poflefTes the firft place

in the fentiments of her Have : but the adventure of the fan was a

mere accident, owing to Lord Carmarthen. Adieu. I think you

iriay be fatisfied. I fay nothing of my terreftrial affairs,.
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Edward Gibbon Efquire to J. Holroyd Efquire.

Bentinck-Street, Saturday, November, 1777.

TTAD you four horns as well as four eyes and four hands, I fhould

flill maintain that you are the moft unreafonable monfter in the

creation. My pain is Uvely, my weaknefs exceffive, the fcafon cold,

and only twelve days remain to the meeting. Far from thinking of

trips into the country, I fhall be well fatisiied if I am on my legs the

20th, in the medical fenfe of the word. At prefent I am a corpfe,

carried about by four arms which do not belong to me. Yet I try to

fniile ; I falute the hen and chickens. Adieu. Writing is really

painful.

N^CI.

The Same to the Sume.

Friday, November 14th, 1777.

T DO not like this diforder on your eyes : and when I confider your

temperance and adlivity, I cannot underftand why any fpring of

the machine fhould ever be deranged. With regard to myfelf, the

gout has behaved in a very honourable manner; after a complete con-

queft, and after making me feel his power for fome days, the gene-

rous enemy has difdained to abufe his victory, or to torment any

longer an unrefifting victim. He has already ceafed to torture the

lower extremities ofyour humble fervant; the fwelling is fo amazingly

diminifhed, that they are no longer above twice their ordinary fize.

Yefterday I moved about the room with the laborious majefty of

crutches

;
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crutches ; to-day I hav6 exchanged them for a flick ; and by the

beguinlng of next week, I hope, with due precaution, to take the air,

and to inure myfclf for the interefling reprcfcntation of Thurfday.

How curfedly unlucky ; I wanted to fee you both : a thouland things

to fay and to hear, and every thing of that kind broken to pieces. If

you are not able to come to Bentinck-ftreet, I mud contrive to fteal

three or four vacant days during the fefllon, and run down to Shef-

field. The town fills, and I begin to have numerous levees, and

couchees ; more properly the latter. We are flill in expedtation, but

in the mean while we believe (I mean minifters), that the news of

Howe's vid:ory and the taking of Philadelphia are true. Adieu,

N^ CIL

^be Same to the Samc^

December zd, 1777;

T) Y the inclofed you will fee that America is not yet conquered.

Oppofition are very lively ; and, though in the Houfe we keep

our numbers, there feems to be an univerfal defire of peace, even on

•the moft humble conditions. Are you flill fierce ?

N" cm.

"T^he Same to the Same.

I

Monday Night, December, 1777.

coNGR,ATULATE your noblc firmnefs, as I fuppofe It mufl arlfe

from the knowledge of fome hidden refources, which will enable

us to open the next campaign with new armies of fifty or fixty thou-

fand men. But I believe you will find yourfelf obliged to carry on

VOL. I. 3 Y this
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this glorious war almofl alone. It would be idle to difpute any mors-

about politics, as we (hall fo foon have an opportunity of a perfonaj

combat. Your journey gives me fome hopes that you have not en-

tirely loft your reafon. Your bed fhall be ready..

N° CIV.

Edwari) Gibbon Efqulrc /<? J. B. Holroyd Efqnire..

Houss OF Commons, Thurfday,- Dec. 4^ 1777".

DREADFUL news indeed ! You will fee them partly in the papers,

and we have not yet any particulars. An Englilh army of nearly

ten thoufand men laid down their arms, and furrendered prifoners of

war, on conditioa of being fent to England, and of never ferving

againft America. They had fought bravely, and were three days

without eating. Bourgoyne is faid to have received three wounds..

General Frafer, with two thoufand men, killed. Colonel- Aekland

likewife killed. A general cry for peace. Adieu. "We have con-

ftant late days.

N^ CV..

The Same to the Same.

February 28, 1778.

* * * * * * * * * As to politics, we fhould eafily fill

pages, and therefore had better be filent. You are miftaken in fup*

pofmg that the bills are oppofed'j fome particular objedions have

been ftated, and in the only divifion I voted with governments
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N' CVI.

The Same to the Same.

Tebruafy 23d, 1778.

'OU do not readily believe in prseternatural mifcarriagcs of letters
;

nor I neither. Liften, however, to a plain and honeft narra-

tive. This morning after breakfaft, as I wras ruminating on your

filence, Thomas, my new footman, with confufion in his looks and

ftammering on his tongue, produced a letter reafonably foiled, which

he was to have brought me the day of his arrival, and which had

lain forgotten from that time in his pocket. To fhorten as much

as poflible the continuance, I immediately enquired, whether any

method of conveyance could be devifed more expeditious than the

poft, and was fortunately informed of your coachman's intentions.

You probably know the heads of the plan j an Adl of Parliament to

declare, that we never had any intention of taxing America : another

Ad:, to empower the Crown to name Commiffioners, authorifed to

fiafpend hoftilities by fea and land, as well as all obnoxious Ads

;

and, in fhort, to grant every thing, except independence. Oppo-

fition, after expr-effing their doubts whether the lance of Achilles

could cure the wound which it had inflidled, could not refufe their

affent to the principles of condud which they themfelves had always

recommended. Yet you muft acknowledge, that in a bufmefs of

this magnitude there may arife feveral important qucftions, which,

without a fpirlt of fadion, will deferve to be debated : whether Par-

liament ought not to name the CommiiTioners ? whether it would

not be better to repeal the obnoxious Adls ourfelves ? I do not find

that the world j that is, a few people whom I happen to converfe

with ; are much inclined t-o praife Lord N.'s dudility of temper.

In the fervice of next Friday you will, however, take notice of the

injundion given by the Liturgy : " And all the People (hall fay

3^2 « after
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" after the Mhnjler^ Turn us again, O Lord, and fo (hall we be-

** turned." While we confider whether we fhall negociate, 1 fear

the French have been more diligent. It is pofitively afferted, both

in private and in Parliament, and not contradided by the Minifters^

that on the fiftli of this month a Treaty of Commerce (which na-

turally leads to a war) was figned at Paris with the independent

States of America. Yet there ftill remains a hope that England may

obtain the preference. The two grcateft countries in Europe are

fairly running a race for the favour of America. Adieu.

N** CVII.

Edward Gibbon Efqulre to J.
B. Holroyd EJquire.

Almack's, Saturday N5glit, March zi ft, 1778.

A S bufmefs thickens, and you may expert me to write fometimes,

I fhall lay down one rule ; totally to avoid political argument,,

conjecture, lamentation, declamation, &c. which would fill pages,

not to fay volumes ; and to confine myfelf to fhort, authentic pieces

of intelligence, for which I may be able to afford moments and lines.

Hear then—The French AmbafTador went off yeflerday morning,

not without fome flight expreffions of ill-humour from John Bull.

Lord Stormont is probably arrived to-day^ No immediate declaration,

except on our fide. A report (but vague) of an action in the Bay,

between La Motte Piquet and Digby ; the former has five fhips

and three frigates, with three large fiore-fliips under convoy ; the

latter has eleven fhips of the line. If the Frenchman fhould fail ta

the mouth of the Delawar, he may poflibly be followed and fhut

up. When Franklin was received at Verfailles, Deane went in the

fame character to Vienna, and Arthur Lee to Madrid. Notwith~

ftanding the reports of an aftion in Silefia, they fubfide ; and I have

feen a letter from Eliot at Berlin of the tenth inflant, without any

I mentioa
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mention of adual hoftilities, and even fpeaking of the Impending

war as not abfolutely inevitable. Laft Tucfday the firft payment

of the loan of fix hundred thoufand pounds was certainly made

;

and as it would otherwife be forfeited, it is a fecurity for the re-

mainder. I have not yet got the intelligence you want about former

prices of llock in critical times. There are furely fuch. Dixi,

Vale. Send me fome good news from Bucks ; in fplte of the war, I

muft fell. We want you in town, Simon Frafer is impatient ; but

if you come without my Lady, every door will be flxut.

N° CVIII.

^be Same to the Same.,

Al mack's, Friday, June I2th, 177S.

* * * *'s Letter gave me that fort of fatisfadllon which one

may receive from a good phyfician, who, after a careful examina-

tion, pronounces your cafe incurable. But no more of that. I

take up the pen, as I fuppofe by this time you begin to fwear at my
filence. Yet literally (a bull) I have not a word to fay. Since

D'Eftalng's fleet has paffed through the Gut (I leave you to guefs

where it muft have got out) it has been totally forgotten, and the

moft wonderful lethargy and oblivion, of war and peace, of Europe

and of America, feems to prevail. Lord Chatham's funeral was meanly

attended, and Government ingenioufly contrived to fecure the double

odium of fuffering the thing to be done, and of doing It with an 111

grace. Their chief converfation at Almack's is about tents, drill-

ferjeants, fubdivifions, firings, &c. and I am revered as a veteran.

Adieu. When do you return ? If It fuits your evolutions, aunt

Kitty and myfelf meditate a Suffex journey next week, I embrace

my Lady.



S^^ LETTERS TO AND FROM

N" CIX.

Edward Gibbon Efquire to J. B, Holroyd Efquln.

Wednefday Evening, July iff, 1778.

"VToUR plan of operations is clear and diftindl
;

yet, notwlthftand-

ing your zeal, and the ideas of ducal difcipline, I think you

will be more and longer at Sheffield-Place than you imagine. How-
ever, I am difpofed to advance my journey as much as poffible. I

want to fee you ; my martial ardour makes me look to Coxheath,

neceffity obliges me to think of Beriton, and I feel fomething of a

very new inclination to tafte the fweets of the country. Aunt Kitty

fhares the fame fentiments ; but various obftacles will not allow us

to be with you before Saturday, or perhaps Sunday evening ; I fay

evenings as we mean to take the cool part of the day, and fliall pro-

bably arrive after fupper. Keppel's return has occafioned infinite

and inexpreffible confternation, which gradually changes into dif-

content againft him. He is ordered out again with three or four large

fhips J two of ninety, two of feventy-four, and the fiftieth regiment,

as marines. In the mean time the French, with a fuperior fleet,

are matters of the fea ; and our outward-bound Eaft and Weft

India trade is in the moll imminent danger. Adieu.
't>^

N" ex.

The Same to the Same.

Bentinck-street, July 7th, 1778.

T7XPECT me when you fee me; and do not regulate your

a£tive motions by my uncertainty. Saturday is impofTible.

The moft probable days are, Tuefday or Friday. I live not un-

pleafantly, in a round of minifterial dinners j but I am rather

impatient
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impatient to fee my white houfe at Brighton. I cannot find that

Sheffield has the fame attradions for you *. Lord North, as a mark

of his gratitude, obferved the other day, that your regiment would

make a very good figure in North Carolina. Adieu. I wrote two

lines to Mitchel, left he ihould think me dead.

N' CXI.

The Same to the Same.

Saturday Night, September 25th, 1778'^

1^0 news from the fleets ; we are fo tired of waiting, that our im»

patience feems gradually to fubfide into a carelefs and fupine

indifference. We fometimes yawn, and afk, juft by way of converfa-

tion, Whether Spain will join ? I believe you may depend on the

truth, not the fincerity, of an anfwer from their Court, that they

will not fupport or acknowledge the independence of the Americans.

But, on the other hand, magazines are forming, troops marching,

in a ftile which manifeftly threatens Gibraltar. Gib is, however, a

hard morfel ; five thoufand effeaives, and every article of defence

in the moft complete ftate. We are certainly courting Ruffia. So'

much for the Republic. Adieu.

N" cxir.

The Same to the Same,

Tuefday Night, November, 1778.

TTDU fometimes complain that I do not fend you early news ; but

you will now be fatisfied with receiving a full and true account

©f all the parliamentary tranfadions of jiext Thurfday. In town

* Mr, Holroyd was then in quarters at Brighthelmftonft

we
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we think It an excellent piece of humour * (the author Is Tlckell).

Burke and C. Fox are pleafed with their own fpeeches, but ferious

patriots groan that fuch things fliould be turned to farce. We feera

to have a chance of an additional Dutch war : you may depend

upon its being a very important bufinefs, from which we cannot

extricate ourfelves without either lofs or fliame. Vak.

N'' CXIII.

Edward Gibbon Efqulre to J. B. Holroyd Efqulre.

Al mack's, Wednefday Evenisg, 1778.

I
DELAYED writing, not fo much through Indolence, as becaufe I

expeded every poft to hear from you. The ftate of Beriton is

uncertain, incomprehenfible, tremendous. It would be endlefs to

fend you the folios of Hugonin, but I have Inclofed you one of his

moft pi£turefque epiftles, on which you may meditate. Few offers ;

one, promirmg enough, came from a gentleman at CamberwelL I

dete£led him, with mafterly fkill and diligence, to be only an attorney's

Clerk without money, credit, or experience. I have written as yet

in vain to Sir John Shelley, about Hearfay
;
perhaps you might get

intelligence. I much fear that the Beriton expedition is neceffary

;

but It has occurred to me, that If I 7net, inftead of accompanying you,

it would fave me a journey of above one hundred miles. That re-

fledlon led to another of a very impudent nature ; viz-, that if I

did not accompany you, I certainly could be of no ufe to you or

myfelf on the fpot ; that I had much rather, while you examined

the premifes, pafs the time In a horfe-pond ; and that I had ftill rather

pafs It In my library with the Decline and Fall. But that would be

an effort of friendfhip worthy of Thefeus or Perlthous : modern

* The Title of tlie Pamphlet—.(f«//V;>a//e«.

times



EDWARD GIBBON Efqulre. 537

times would hardly credit, much lefs imitate, fuch exalted virtue.

No news from America
; yet there are people, large ones too, who

talk of conquering it next fummer with the help of twenty thoufand

Ruffians. I fancy you are better fatisfied with private than public

war. The Lifbon packet in coming home met above forty of our

privateers. Adieu. I hardly know whether I direft right to you,

but I think Sheffield-Place the fureft.

N' CXIV.

Dr. Watson [tiow Bijhop of LlandafF) to Mr, Gibbon.

SIR, Cambridge, January 14th, 1779.

TT will give me the greatefl: pleafure to have an opportunity of be-

coming better acquainted with Mr. Gibbon. I beg he would ac-

cept my fmcere thanks for the too favourable manner in which he

has fpoken of a performance, which derives its chief merit from the

elegance and importance of the work it attempts to oppofe. I have

no hope of a futuire exiflence, except that which is grounded on the

truth of Chriftianity. I wifh not to be deprived of this hope ; but I

Ihould be an apoftate from the mild principle of the religion I pro-

fefs, if I could be actuated v^'ixh the leaft animofity againft thofe who
do not think with me upon this, of all others, the mod important

fubjedt. I beg your pardon for this declaration of my belief; but

my temper is naturally open, and it ought afluredly to be without

difguife to a man whom I wifh no longer to look upon as an

antagonift, but as a friend. I have the honour to be, with every

-fentiment of refped, your obliged fervant,

R" Watson;

VOL. I. 3 z



5^8 LETTERS TO AND TROM

N" CXV.

Edward Gibbon Efqjiire to J.
B. Holroyd EJquire*

February 6th, 1779.

'OU are quiet and peaceable, and do not bark, as ufual, at my
filence. To reward you, I would fend you fome news ; but we

are afleep ; no foreign intelligence, except the capture of a frigate j

no certain account from the Weft Indies, and a diflblution of Parlia-

ment, which feems to have taken place fince Chriftmas. In the

papers you will fee negociations, changes of departments, &c. and

J haveyow^ reafon to believe, that thofe reports are not entirely with-

out foundation. Portfmouth is no longer an obje<5t of fpeculation j

the whole ftream of all men, and all parties, runs one way. Sir

Hugh is difgraced, ruined, &c. &c. ; and as an old wound has

broken out again, they fay he muft have his leg cut off as foon as he

has time. In a night or two we fhall be in a blaze of illumination^

from the zeal of naval heroes, land patriots, and tallow-chandlers
;

the laft are not the leaft fmcere. I want to hear fome details of your

military and familiar proceedings. By your filence I fuppofe you

admire Davis, and diflike my pamphlet
; yet fuch Is the public folly,

that we have a fecond edition in the prefs ; the fafhionable ftyle of

the clergy, is to fay they have not read it. If Maria does not take

care, I fhall write a much fharper invedive agalnft her, for not an-

fwering my diabolical book. My Lady carried it down, with a fo-

lemn promife that I fhould receive an unqffijied French letter. Yet

I embrace the little animal, as well as my Lady, and the Spes altera

Rom(r. Adieu.

There is a buz about a peace, and Spanifli mediation.
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N'' CXVI.

Dr. William Robertson to Mr. Gibbon.

DEAR SIR, College of Edinburgh, March loth, 1779.

T SHOULD have long fince returned you thanks for the pamphlet

you took the trouble of fending to me. I hope you are not one

of tliofe who eftimate kindnefs by punctuality in correfpondencc. I

read your little performance with much eagernefs, and fome follci-

tude. The latter foon ceafed. The tone you take with your adver-

fary in this impar congrejfus appears to me perfedly proper ; and,

though I watched you with fome attention, I have not obferved any

exprefhon which I fhould, on your own account, wifli to be altered.

Davis's book never reached us here. Our diftance from the Capital

operates fomewhat like time. Nothing but what has intrinfic value

comes down to us. We hear fometimes of the worthlefs and vile

things that float for a day on the ftream, but we feldom fee them.

I am fatisfied, however, that it was neceflary for you to animadvert

on a man who had brought accufations againft you, which no

gentleman can allow to be made without notice. I am perfuaded,

that the perfons who inftigated the man to fuch an illiberal attacks

will now be afliamed of him. At the fame time I applaud your re-

folution, of not degrading yourfelf, by a fecond conflidt, with fuch

antagonifts.

I am alhamed to tell you, how little I have done fmce I had the

pleafure of feeing you. I have been prevented, partly by ill health,

partly by caufes which I fhall explain when we meet : I hope that

may be next fpring. Believe me to be wich great truth.

Your affedionate and faithful humble fervant,

William Robertson.

3 z 2



540 LETTERS TO AND FROM

N" CXVII.

B

Edward Gibbon Efquire to J. B. Holroyd Efquhe,

May 7th, 1779.

Y fome of the ftrangefl accidents, (Lord G. G.'s indifcretion,

Rigby's boldnefs, &c.) which it would require ten pages to ex-

plain, our wife refolution of laft Thurfday is changed, and Lord

Cornwallis will be examined ; Sir William Howe's enquiry will pro-

ceed, and we fhall be opprefTed by the load of information. You

have heard of the Jerfey invafion ; every body praifes Arbuthnot's

decided fpirit. Conway went laft night to throw himfelf into the

iiland.

N» CXVIII.

The Same to the Same.

K
May, 1779.

LAS ! alas ! fourteen (hips of the line : you underftand by this,

that you have not got a fmgle long-boat. Miniftry are more

creft-fallen than I ever knew them, with the laft intelligence ; and I

am forry to fay, that I fee a fmile of triumph on fome oppofition

faces. Though the bufmefs of the Weft Indies may ftill produce

fomething, I am much afraid that we fhall have a campaign of im-

menfe expence, and little or no adlion. The moft bufy fcene is at

prefent in the Houfe of Commons ; and we fhall be involved, during

a great part of next month, in tedious, fruitlefs, but, in my opi-

nion, proper enquiries. You fee how difficult it would be for me
to vifit Brighton ; and I fancy I muft content rayfelf with receiving

you on your palTage to Ireland. Indeed, I much want to have a

veryfer'ious converfation with you. Another reafon, which muft in

8 a great
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a great meafure pin me to Bentinck-ftreet, is the Decline and Fall.

I have refolved to bring out ih.tfiiitc in the courfe of next year ; and,

though I hdve been tolerably diligent, fo much remains to be done,

that I can hardly fpare a fmgle day from the fhop. I can guefs but

one reafon which fhould prevent you from fuppofmg that the pidture

in Leicefter Fields was intended for the Sheffield library ; viz. my
having told you fome time ago that I was imder a formal engagement

to Mr. Walpole *. Probably I fhould not have been in any great

hurry to execute my promife, if Mr. Cadell had not ftrenuoufly urged

the curiofity of the Public, who may be willing to repay the exorbi-

tant price oififty guineas. It is now finifhed, and my friends fay,

that, in every fenfe of the word, it is a good head. Next week it

win be given to Hall the engraver, and I promife you a firft im-

preflion. Adieu. I embrace my Lady, and infants,

N° CXIX.

T'he Same to the Same.

W
1779.

H E N do you come to town ? You gave me hopes of a vlfit, and

I want to talk over things in general with you, before you

march to the extremities of the Weft, where the fun goes to ficep in

the fea. Mrs. Trevor told me, your deftination was Exeter f ; and I

fuppofe nothing but truth can proceed from a pretty mouth.—I have

been, and am ftill very diligent ; and, though it is a huge beaft, (the

Roman Empire,) yet, if I am not miftaken, I fee it move a little.

—

You feem furprifed that I was able to get off Bath : very eafily, the

extreme fhortnefs of our holidays was a fair excufe ; her recovery

of health, fpirits, &c, made it lefs neceffary, and fhe accepted my

* The portrait, one of the beft of Sir Jofliua's, is in the library at Sheffield Place.

t With the Suflex Militia, of which Mr. Holroyd was Major.

apology,
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apology, which was however accompanied with an offer, if {he chofc

it, in the prettieft manner poffible. A load of bufmefs in this Houfe,

(I write from it,) will be the amufemtnt of the fpring ; motions,

enquiries, taxes, &c. &c. "We are now engaged in Lord Pigott's

affair, brought on by a motion from the Admiral, that the Attorney

General ihould profecute Mr. Stratton and Council ; all the Mafters,

Charles, Burke, Wedderburne, are of the fame fide, for it ; Lord

North feems to make a feeble (land, for the pleafure of being in a

minorhy. The day is hot and dull ; will be long : fome curious

evidence ; one man who refufed three lacks of rupees, (thirty-feven

thoufand five hundred pounds,) merely not to go to council ; our

mouths watered at fuch royal corruption ; how pitiful is our inUdar

bribery ! A letter from aunt Hefler. Adieu.

N* CXX.

Edward Gibbon Efquire to J.
B. Holroyd Efqulrc.

July 2, 1779.

r-T^ H E inclofed will inform you of an event *, not the moft dif-

agreeable of thofe which I have lately experienced. I have

only to add, that it was effected by the firm and fincere friendfhip of

the Attorney General. So many incidents have happened, that I

hardly know how to talk of news. You will learn that the Lords

have ftrangely caftrated the new Militia Bill. The Ferrol fquadron,

eight or nine fhips, have joined the French. The numbers ftand on

our fide thirty-two, on theirs thirty-feven ; but our force is at leaft

equal, and the general confternation much difpelled. If you do not

Hibernize, you might at leaft Bentinckize. i embrace, &c. Parliament

will be prorogued to-morrow. ^

* His appomtm«nt as Lord of Trade.
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N° CXXI.

Edward Gibbon Efqmre to Mrs. Gibbon, Bath.

DEAR MADAM, Bentinck-Street, September 17th, 1779.

T A M well and happy ; two words which you will accept as the

fubftance of a very long letter ; and even as a fufficient excufe for

a very long filence. Yet I really do intend to behave better ; and to

prevent the abominable confequence of hours and days and pofts

ftealing away, till the fum total amounts to a formidable account,

I have a great mind to enter into an agreement, of fending you.

regularly every month, a miniature pidture of my adtual ftate and

condition on the iirft day of the aforefaid month,

I am glad to heai* of the very beneficial effects you have derived

from your recent friendfhip with the goats*; and as I cannot diC-

cover in what refpedt this poor country is more profperous or fecure

than it was laft year, I muft confider your prefent confidence as a

proof that you view the profpedt through a purer medium, and a

glafs of a more cheerful colour. I find myfelf fo much more fuf-

ceptible of private friendlhip than of public fpirit, that I am very

well fatisfied with that conclufion. My fummer has been pafTed in

the town and neighbourhood, which I ftill maintain to be the bed

fociety and the bed retirement; the latter, however, has been fometimes

interrupted by the Colonel of Dragoons f with a train of ferjeants,

trumpets, recruits, &c. &c. My own time is much and agreeably

employed in the profecution of my bufinefs. After doing much

more than I expedled to have done within the time, I find myfelf

much lefs advanced than I expelled : yet I begin to reckon, and as

well as I can calculate, I believe, that in twelve or fourteen months I

fliall be brought to-bed, perhaps of twins ; may they live, and prove

* At Abergavenny.

+ Colonel Holroyd at that time was raifir.g a regiment of Light Dragoons,

2 as
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as healthy as their eldeft brother. With regard to the little foundling

which fo many friends or enemies chofe to lay at my door, I am

perfedly innocent, even of the knowledge of that produdlion ; and

all the faults or merits of the Hiftory of Oppofition muft, as I am

informed, be imputed to Macpherfon, the author or tranflator of

Fingal. Dear Madam, moft truly yours.

N° CXXII.

Edward Gibbon ^fqidrc to Colonel Holroyd at Coventry.

London, Monday, February 7th, 1780.

WJ HEN the Attorney General informed me of the exprefs he had

juft fent down to Coventry, I had not the lead doubt of your

embracing the bolder refolution. You are indeed obliged to him for

his real friendfhip, which he feels and expreffes warmly ; on this

sccafion I hope it will be fuccefsful, and that in a few days you will

find yourfelf among us at St. Stephen's in the heat of the battle. But

you know that I am a daftardly, pufiUanimous fplrit,. more inclined

to fear than to hope, and not very eager in the purfuit of expevfive

vanity. On this vacancy the celerity of your motions may probably

prevent oppofition ; but at the general eledion your enemy the

corporation will not be afleep, and I wifh, if it be not too late, to

warn you againft any promifes or engagements which may terminate

in a defeat, or at leaft a conteft of ten thoufand poimds. Adieu.

I could believe (without feeing it under her paw) that my Lady

wifhes to leave Coventry. No news ! foreign or domeflic. I did

not forget to mention the companies^ but find people, as I expected,

torpid. Burke makes his motion Friday ; but I think the rumours

of a civil war fubfide every day : petitions are thought lefs formidable

;

and I hear your Suflex proteft gathers fignatures in the country.
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N" CXXIII.

-Edward Gibbon Efqulre to Mrs. Gibbon, Bath.

DEAR MADAM, Bektinck-street, March loth, 1780.

"IT 7 HEN you awakened me with your pen, it was my intention to

have (hewn fome figns of life by the next port. But fo un-

certain are all human affairs, that I found myfelf arrefted by a mighty

unrelenting tyrant, called the gout ; and though my feet were the

part on which he chofe to exercife his cruelty, he left me neither

ftrength nor fpirits to ufe my hand in relating the melancholy tale.

At prefent, I have the pleafure of informing you, that the fever and

inflammation have fubfided : but the abfolute weaknefs and monftrous

fwelling of my two feet confine me to my chair and flannels ; and

this confinement mofi: unluckily happens at a very }tice and important

moment of parliamentary affairs. Col. H. purfues thofe affairs with

eager and perfevering zeal ; and has the pleafure of undertaking more

bufinefs than any three men could pofTibly execute. He is much

obliged to you for your kind congratulation. Mrs. Eliot is in town
;

but I am quite ignorant (not more fo than they are themfelves) of

their intentions. I will write again very foon. I am, dear Madam,

mofl truly yours.

N° CXXIV.

The Same to the Same.

DEAR MADAM, June 6th, 1780.

A s the old ftory of religion has raifed mofl formidable tumults in

this town, and as they will of courfe feem much more formidable

at the diftance of an hundred miles, you may not be forry to hear

VOL. I. 4 A that
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that I am perfe(flly fafe and well : my known attachment to the Pro-

teftant religion has moft probably faved me. Meafures, and efFedual

meafures, are taken to fupprefs thofe diforders, and every ftreet is

filled with horfe and foot. Mrs. Holroyd went out of town yefter-

day morning ; the Colonel remains, and flaews his ufual fpirit. I am

fmcerely yours.

N^ CXXV.

Edward Gibbon Efqulre to Mrs, Gibbon, Bath.

DEAR MADAM, London, June 8th, 17S0.

Asa Member of Parliament, I cannot be expofed to any danger,

fmce the Houfe of Commons has adjourned to Monday

fe'nnight ; as an individual, I do not conceive myfelf to be ob-

noxious. I am not apt, without duty or neceflity, to thruft myfelf

into a mob : and our part of the town is as quiet as a country village.

So much for perfonal fafety ; but I cannot give the fame afl'urances

of public tranquillity : forty thoufand Puritans, fuch as they might

be in the time of Cromwell, have flarted out of their graves ; the

tumult has been dreadful ; and even the remedy of military force

and martial law is unpleafant. But Government, with fifteen thoufand

regulars in town, and every gentleman (but one) on their fide, muft

extinguiih the flame. The execution of laft night was fevere
;

perr-

haps it muft be repeated to-night : yet, upon the whole, the tumult

fubfide?. Colonel Holroyd v/as all laft night in Holborn among the

flames, with the Northumberland Militia, and performed very bold

and able fervice. I will write again in a poft or two,

I am, dear Madam, ever yours.
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N° CXXVI.

' The Same to the Same.

DEAR MADAM, June loth. 1780.

T SHOULD write with great pleafure, to fay' that this audacious

tumult is perfedly quelled ; that Lord George Gordon is fent

to the Tower ; and that, inftead of fafety or danger, we are now at

leifure to think of juflice : but I am now alarmed on your account,

as we have juft got a report, that a fimilar diforder has broken out at

Bath, 1 ihall be impatient to hear from you ; but I flatter myfelf

that your pretty town does not contain much of that fcum which

has boiled up to the furface in this huge cauldron. I am, dear

Madam, moft fmcerely yours.

N° CXXVII.

The Same to the Same,

DEAR MADAM, Eentimck-Strebt, Ju<!e 27tb, 1780.'

T BELIEVE we may now rejoice in our common fecurity. All

tumult has perfectly fubfided, and we only think of the juftice

which muft be properly and feverely inflided on luch flagitious cri-

minals. The meafures of Government have been feafonable and

vigorous ; and even oppofition has been forced to confefs, that the

military power was applied and regulated with the utmoft propriety.

Our danger is at an end, but our difgrace will be Lifting, and the

month of June 1780, will ever be marked by a dark and diabolical

fanaticifm, which I had fuppofed to be extind, but which adually

fubfifts in Great Britain, perhaps beyond any other country In Eu-

rope. Our parliamentary work draws to a conclufion ; and I am

much more pleafingly, though laborioufly, engaged in revlfing and

4 A 2 corredlQg
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correcSing foi* the prefs, the continuation of my Hiftory, two volumes

of which will certainly appear next winter. This bufinefs fixes me

to Bentinck-ftrect more clofely than any other part of my literary

labour ; as it is abfolutely neceflary that I fliould be in the midft of

all the books which I have at any time ufed during the compofition.

But I feel a ftrong defire (irritated, like all other paflions, by repeated

obftacles). to efcape to Bath,

Dear Madam,

Moft truly yours,.

N" CXXVIII.

Edward Gibbon Efqulrc to Colonel HoLViOYjyi

July 25th, 1780.

A s your motions are fpontan-eous, and the ftations of the Lord

Chief* unalterably fixed, I cannot perceive the neceffity of your

fending or receiving intelligence. However, your commands are

obeyed. You wifh I would write, as a fign of life. I am alive
;

but, as I am immerfed in the Decline and Fall, I fhall only make the

fign. It is made. You may fuppofe that we are not pleafed with

the jundlion of the fleets ; nor can an ounce of Weft India lofs be

compenfated by a pound of Eaft India fuccefs : but the circuit will

roll down all the news and politics of London. I rejoice to hear

that the Suffex regiment of Dragoons f are fuch well-dlfclplined

cannibals; but I want to know when the Chief cannibal will return

to his den. It would fult me better that it fhould happen foon..

Adieu.

* Lord Mansfield. f Commanded by Colonel Holroyd,
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N° CXXIX.

The Same to the Same.

Brookes's, November 28th, j^So^

pERHAPs the Sheriffs*, the tools of your enemies, may venture-

"^ to make a falfe and hoftile return, on the prefumption that they

£hall have a whole year of impunity ; and that the merits of your

petition cannot be heard this feffion. Some of your moft refpe6lable

friends in the Houfe of Commons are refolved, (if the return fliould

be fuch,) to ftate it forcibly as a fpecial and extraordinary cafe ; and

to exert all proper ftrength for bringing on the trial of your Petition

without delay. The knowledge of fuch a refolution may awe the

Sheriffs ; and it may be prudent to admonifh them of the impending

danger, in the way that you judge moft advifeable. Adieiu God
fend you a good deliverance.

N° CXXX.

Mr. Gibbon to Mrs. Gibbon, Belvedere, Bath.

DEAR MADAM, Bentinck-street, December 21II, 1780.

'*p*HE conftant attendance on the Board of Trade almoft every day

this week, has obliged me to defer till next Monday a vifit of

inclination and propriety to Lord Loughborough (at Mitcham, in.

Surry). I fhall not return till Wednefday or Thurfday ; and, inftead

of my Chriftmas, I Ihall eat my New-year's dinner, at the Belvedere,

Bath. May that New Year prove fortunate to you, to me, and to

this weary country, which is this day involved in a new war ! I fliall

write again about the middle of next week, with a precife account

* The Sheriffs of Coventry^.

of
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of my motions. I think the gallant Colonel, who Is now Lord

Sheffield, will fuccecd at Coventry ;
perhaps on the return, certainly

on the petition. I am, dear Madam, ever yours.

N" CXXXL

Edward Gibbon Efquirc to Mrs. Gibbon, Bath.

DEAR MADAM, Bentinck-Strlet, February 24th, 1781.

^ A S you have probably received my lafl letter of thirteen hundred

pages % I fhall be very concife ; read, judge, pronounce ; and

believe that I fincerely agree with my friend Julian, in efteeming

the praife of thole only who will freely cenfure my defedls. Next

Thurfday I fhall be delivered to the world, for whofe inconftant and

malicious levity I am coolly but firmly prepared. Excufe me to

Sarah. I fee more clearly than ever, the abfolute neceffity of confining

my prefents to my own family : that, and that only, is a determined

line, and Lord S. is the firft to approve his exclufion. He has a ftrong

afl'urance of fuccefs, and fome hopes of a fpeedy decifion. How
fuddenly your friend General Pierfon difappeared ! You thought

him happy. What is happinefs ! My dear Madam, ever youre.

N" CXXXII.

Z)/-. William Robertson to Mr. Gibbon.

DEAR SIR, College of Edikeurgh, May i2th, 1781.

T AM afhamed of having deferred fo long to thank you for the

agreeable prefents of your two new volumes ; but juft as I had

finifhed the firft reading of them, I was taken ill, and continued, for

two or three weeks, nervous, deaf, and languid. I have now re-

* Second and third volumes of the Decline and Fall,

covered
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covered as much fpirit as to tell you, with what perfed fatisfadion I

have not only perufed, but ftudied, this part of your work. I knew
enough of your talents and induftry to cxped a great deal, but you
have gone far beyond my expcdations. I can recoiled; no hiftorical

work from which I ever received fo much inftruaion ; and, when I

confider in what a barren field you had to glean and pick up ma-

terials, I am truly aftonifhcd at the conneded and interefting ftory

you have formed. I like the ftyle of thefe volumes better than that

of the firfl; ; tliere is the fame beauty, richnefs, and perfpiculty of

language, with lefs of that quaintnefs, into which your admiration of

Tacitus fometimes feduced you. I am highly pleafed with the reign of

Julian. I was a little afraid that you might lean with fome partiality to-

wards him ; but even bigots, I fhould think, muft allow, that you have

delineated his mofl fmgular charader with a more mafterly hand than

ever touched it before. You fet me a reading his works, with which

I was very flenderly acquainted ; and I am much ftruck with the

t^slicity wherewith you have defcribed that odd infufion of Heathen

fanaticifm and philofophical coxcombry, which mingled with the

great qualities of a hero, and a genius. Your chapter concerning

the paftoral nations is admirable ; and, though I hold myfelf to

be a tolerably good general hiftorian, a great part of it was new to

^me. As foon as I have leifure, I purpofe to trace you to your fources

of information ; and I have no doubt of finding you as exad there,

as I have found you in other paflages where I have made a fcrutiny.

It was always my idea that an hiftorian fhould feel himfelf a witnels

giving evidence upon oath. I am glad to perceive by your minute

fcrupulofity, that your notions are the fame. The laft chapter in

your work is the only one with which I am not entirely fatisficd.

I imagine you rather anticipate, in defcribing the jurifprudence and

inftitutions of the Franks j and fhould think that the account of

private war, ordeals, chivalry, &c. would have come in more in its

place about the age of Charlemagne, or later : but with refpedt

7 to
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to tills, and fome other petty criticifms, I will have an opportunity

of talking fully to you foon, as I propofe fetting out for London on

Monday. I have, indeed, many things to fay to you ; and, as my
flay in London is to be very fhort, I fhall hope to find your door

(at which I will be very often) always open to me. I cannot con-

clude without approving of the caution with which the new volumes

are written ; I hope it will exempt you from the illiberal abufe the

firft volume drew upon you. I ever am, yours, faithfully and

afFedlionately,

- William Robertson.

N° CXXXIII.

Edward Gibbon Efquirc to Z«<^' Sheffield, ^/Sheffield-Place.

Benti kck-Street, Friday Evening, loo'clock, 178!.

^^H, oh ! I have given you the flip ; faved thirty miles, by pro-

^^^ ceeding this day dire£tly from Eartham to town, and am now

comfortably feated in my library, in 7}iy oiun eafy chair, and before

my own fire ; a ftyle which you underftand, though it is unintelligible

to your Lord. The town is empty ; but I am furrounded with a

thoufand old acquaintance of all ages and charadlers, who are ready

to anfwer a thoufand queftions which I am impatient to afk. I fhall

not eafily be tired of their company ;
yet I ftill remember, and will

honorably execute, my promife of vifiting you at Brighton about

the middle of next month. I have feen nobody, nor learned any

thing, in four hours of a town life ; but I can inform you, that

Lady * * *- * * is now the declared Miftrefs of Prince Henry of

Pruflla, whom fhe encountered at Spa ; and that the Emperor has

invited the amiable couple to pafs the w'inter at Vienna : fine en-

couragement for married v/omen who behave themfelves properly.

I I fpent
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I fpent a very pleafant day in the little paradife of Eartham, and the

hermit exprefled a defire (no vulgar compliment) to fee and to

know Lord S. Adieu. I cordially embrace, &zc.

N° CXXXIV.

^ir William Jqnes io Mr. Gibbon.

DEAR SIR, Lamb's-buildings, June 30th, 1781,

T HAVE more than once fought, without having been fo fortunate

as to obtain, a proper opportunity of thanking you very fmcerely

for the elegant compliment which you pay me, in a work abounding

in elegance of all kinds.

My Seven ylrabia?i Poets will fee the light before next winter*

and be proud to wait upon you in their Englifh drefs. Their wild

productions will, I flatter myfelf, be thought interefting, and not

venerable merely on account of their antiquity.

In the mean while, let me requeil you to honour me with accept-

ing a copy of a Law Tra£t, which is not yet publifhed : the fubje£l

is fo generally important, that I make no apology for fending you

a profeflional work.

You muft pardon my inveterate hatred of C. Oftavianus, bafely

furnamed Auguftus. I feel myfelf unable to forgive the death of

Cicero, which, if he did not promote, he might have prevented.

Befides, even Mec33nas knew the cruelty of his difpofition, and

ventured to reproach him with it. In fliort, I have not Chrijlian

charity for him.

With regard to Afiatic letters, a necefTary attention to my profeflion

will compel me wholly and eternally to abandon them, unlefs Lord

North (to whom I am already under no fmall obligation) fhould think

me worthy to concur in the improved adminlflration of juftice in

Bengal, and fhould appoint me to fupply the va'cancy on the India

Bench. Were that appointment to take place this year, I fhould

VOL. I. 4 B probably
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probably travel, for fpeed, through part of Egypt and Arabia, and

fiiOLiId be able, in my way, to procure many Eaftern trads of lite-

rature and jurifprudence. I might become a good Muhomedan

lawyer before I reached Calcutta, and, in my vacations, fliould find

leifure to explain, in my native language, whatever the Arabs,

Perfiaas, and Turks, have written on fcience, hiflory, and the fine

arts.

My happinefs by no means depends on obtaining this appoint-

ment, as I am in eafy circumftances without my profeflion, and

have flattering, profpeds in it ; but if the prefent fummer and the

enfuing autumn elapfe without my receiving any aiifwer, favourable

or unfavourable, I fhall be forced to confider that filence as a polite

refufal, and, having given fincere thanks for paft favours, fhall en-

tirely drop all thoughts of Afw., and, " deep as ever plummet

*' founded, fhall drown my Pcrfian books." If my politics have

given ofience, it would be manly in Miniflers to tell me fo. I fhall

never be perfonally hoflile to them, nor enlift under party banners

of any colour ; but I will never refign my opinions for interej}^ though

I would cheerfully abandon them on convilHion. My reafon, fuch

as it is, can only be controlled by better reafon, to which I am ever

open. As to my freedom of thought, fpeech, and aclion, I fhall

ever fay what Charles XII. wrote under the map of Riga, " Dku me

Ta donnee; le diahle ne me Votera pas" But the fair anfv/er to this

objedtion is, that my fyftem is purely fpeculative, and has no relation

to my feat on the bench in India, where I fhould hardly think of

inftrudting the Gentoos in the maxims of the Athenians. I believe

I fhould not have troubled you with this letter, if I did not fear

that your attendance in Parliament might deprive me of the pleafure

of meeting you at the Club next Tuefday ; and 1 fhall go to Oxford

a few days after. At all times, and in all places, I fhall ever be,

with undiflembled, regard, dear Sir, your much obliged and faithful

fervant, W. Jones.
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N" CXXXV.

Zor^ Hardwicke to Mr. Gibbon.

SIR, ,
Wimple, September 20th, J781,

A s I have perufed your Hiftory of the Decline, &c. with the

greateft pleafure and inftrudion, I cannot help wifliing that, as

health and leifure permit, you would gratify your numerous readers

and admirers, by continuing it, at leaft till the irruption of the

Arabs after Mahomet. From that period the Hiftory of the Eaft is

not very interefting, and often difgufting. I particularly wifh to

fee the reigns of Juftin, Juftinian, and I think Juftin the Second,

written by fo ma<fterly a hand. There are ftriking fads and remark-

able characters in all thofe reigns, which have not yet met with an

able and fagacious Hijlor'ian. You feemed (as well as I recoiled:)

to think the anecdotes of Procopius fpurious ; there are ftrange anec-

dotes in them, and of a very different caft from his Hiftory. Can

it be traced up when they firft came to light ?

Excufe this fhort interruption from much better employments or

amufements ; and believe me, Sir, with the greateft regard, your

moft obedient humble fervant,

HarDwicke.

P. S. It has occurred to me, that a i;iap of the progrefs and na-

tive feat of the northern hives would greatly elucidate and explain

that part of your Hiftory. It may be done in a foccnd edition.

4B
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N"* CXXXVI.

Dr. Robertson to Mr. Gibbok.

DEAR SIR, College of Edinburgh, November 6th, i7!!t,

QoON after ray return I had a long converfation with our friend

Mr. Smith, in which I ftated to him every particular you men-

tioned to me, with refpedt to the propriety of going on with your

great work. I v/as happy to find, that his opinion coincided per-

fedlly with that which I had ventured to give you. His decilions,

you know, are both prompt and vigorous ; and he would not allow

that you ought to hefitate a moment in your choice. He promifed

to write his fentiments to you very fully. But as he may have ne-

gleded to do this, for it is not willingly that he puts pen to paper,

I thought it might be agreeable to you to know his opinion, though I

imagine you could hardly entertain any doubt concerning it. I hope

you have brought fuch a (lock of health and fpirits from Bright-

helmftone, that you are fet ferioufly at your defk, and that in two

winters or fo, you will difplay the crefcent of Mahomet on the

dome of St. Sophia. I met t'other day, in a work addreffed to

yourfelf, a fenfible paflage from F. Paul, which perfectly removest

one of your chief difficulties, as to the barrennefs of fome parts of

your period. Hayley's EiTay on Hiftory, p.. 133- By the bye,,

who is this Mr. Hayley I His poetry has more merit than that o£

moft of his contemporaries ; but his whiggifm is fo bigotted, and

his Chriftianity fo fierce, that he almoft difgufts one with two very

good things.

I have got quite well long ago, and am perfedlly free froiti deaf^

nefs i but I cannot yet place myfelf in any clafs but that of the

mn/ta
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multa et pra^clara m'tnantes. Be fo kind as to remember me to Lord
Loughborough and Mr. Craufurd, and believe me to be, with moft

fmcere rcfped and attachment, yours very faithfully,

William Robertson.

N° CXXXVIL

Edward Gibbon Efqmre to Mrs. Gibbon, Bath.

DEAR MADAM, Brichthelmstone, Nov. zd, 178?.

T RETURNED to this placc v^rith Lord and Lady Sheffield, with the

defign of paffing two or three weeks in a fituation which had

fo highly delighted me. But how vain are all fublunary hopes ! I

had forgot that there is fome difference between the furifhine of

Auguft and the cold fogs (though we have uncommon good weather)

of November. Inftead of my beautiful fea-fhore, I am confined to

a dark lodging in the middle of the town ; for the place is flill full,

and our time is now fpent in the dull imitation of 'a London life.

To complete my misfortunes, Lord Sheffield was haftily ordered to

Canterbury and Deal, to fupprefs fome diffurbances, and I was left

almoft alone with my Lady, in the fervile fl:ate of a married man.

But he returns to-day, and I hope to be feated in my own library

by the middle of next week. However, you will not be forry to

hear that I have refrefhed myfelf by a very idle fummer, and indeed

a much idler and more pleafant winter than the Houfe of Commons
will ever allow me to enjoy again. I had almoft forgot Mr. Hayley;

ungratefully enough, fmce I really palTed a very fimple, but enter-

taining day with him. His place, though fmall, is elegant as his

mind, which I value much more highly. Mrs. * * * * wrote a

melancholy flory of an American mother, a friend of her friend,

who in a fhort time had loft three fons ; one killed by the favages,

one run mad from the fright at that accident, and the third taken at

2 fea,
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fea, now in England, a prlfoner in Forton hofpital. For hhn feme-

thing might perhaps be done. Your humanity will prompt you to

obtain from Mrs. » » * * a more accurate accoiuit of names,

dates, and circumftances ; but you will prudently fupprefs my re-

queft, left I fhould raife hopes which it may not be in my power

to gratify. Lady S. begs to fend her kindeft compliments to you.

I am, dear Madam, ever yours.

N° CXXXVIII.

Edward Gibbon EfquWe to Mrs. Gibbon, Bath.

DEAR MADAM, July 3d, 1782.

T HOPE you have not had a moment's uneafinefs about the delay of

my Midfummer letter. Whatever may happen, you may reft

fully fecure, that the materials of it fhall always ht found. But on

this occafion I iave miffed four or five pofts
;
poftponing, as ufual,

from morning to the evening bell, which now rings, till it has occurred

to me, that it might not be amifs to enclofe the two eflential lines, if

I only added thatjthe influenza has been known to me only by the re-

port of others. Lord Rockingham is at laft dead ; a good man, what-

ever he might be a minifter : his fucceflbr is not yet named, and divi-

fions in the Cabinet are fufpedled. If Lord Shelburne Ihould be the

nian, as I think he will, the friends of his predeceflbr will quarrel

with him before Chriftmas. At all events, I forefee much tumult

and ftrong oppofition, from which I fhould be very glad to extricate

myfelf, by quitting the Houfe of Commons with honour. What-

ever you may hear, I believe there is not the leaft intention of dif-

folving Parliament, which would indeed be a rafh and dangerous

meafure. I hope you like Mr. Hayley's poem ; he rifes with his

fubjeft, and fmce Pope's death, I am fatisfied that England has not

4 feeii,
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feen fo happy a mixture of ftrong fenfe and flowing numbers. Are

you not delighted with his addrefs to his mother ? I underftand

that fhe was in plain profe every thing that he fpeaks her in verfe.

This fummer I fliall ftay in town, and work at my trade, till I make

fome hoHdays for my Bath excurfion. Lady Sheffield is at Brighton,

and he is under tents, like the wild Arabs ; fo that my country

houfe is lliut up. I am, dear Madam, ever yours.

N° CXXXIX.

Edward Gibbon Efqulre to the Right Honourable Zor^ Sheffield,

Campy Coxheath.

Bentinck-street, 1782.

T SYMPATHISE with your fatigues; yet Alexander, Hannibal, &c.

have fuffered hardships almoft equal to yours. At fuch a mo-

ment it is difagreeable (befides lazinefs) to write, becaufe every hour

teems with a new lie. As yet, however, only Charles has formally

refigned ; but Lord John *, Burke, Keppel, Lord Althorpe, &c. cer-

tainly follow
;
your Lord Lieutenant ftays. In ihort, three months

of profperity has diflblved a phalanx, which had flood ten years ad-

verfity. Next Tuefday, Fox will give his reafons, and poffibly be

encountered by Pitt, the new Secretary, or Chancellor f, at three-

and-twenty. The day will be rare and curious, and, if I were a light

dragoon, I would take a gallop on purpofe to Weftminfter. Adieu.

I hear the bell. How could I write befoi'e I knew where yoi^

dwelt ?

Lord John Cavendifli. f Chancellor of the Exchequer.
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N° CXL.

Edward Gibbon Efquire to the Right Ho?iourable Lord SuEfTiELD,

Coxheath Camp.

September 29th, 1782.

Y SHOULD like to hear fometlmes, whether you furvive the fcenes

of action and danger in which a dragoon is continually involved.

What a difference between the life of a dragoon and that of a philo-

pher ! and I will freely own that I (the philofcphcr) am much better

fatisfied with my own independent and tranquil fituation, in which

I have always fomething to do, without ever being obliged to do

any thing. The Hampton Court villa has anfwered my expedation,

and proved no fmall addition to my comforts ; fo that I am refolved

next fummer to hire, borrow, or fteal, either the fame, or fome-

thing of the fame kind. Every morning I walk a mile or more be-

fore breakfaft, read and write quantum fuj^cit, mount my chaife

and vifit in the neighbourhood, accept fome invitations, and efcape

others, ufe the Lucans as my daily bread, dine pleafantly at home,

or fociably abroad, referve for ftudy an hour or two in the evening,

lie in town regularly once a week, &c. &c. &c. I have an-

nounced to Mrs. G. my new arrangements ; the certainty that Oc-

tober will be fine, and my increafmg doubts whether I fhall be

able to reach Bath before Chriftmas. Do you intend (but how can

you intend any thing ?) to pafs the winter under canvafs. Perhaps

under the veil of Hampton Court I may lurk ten days or a fortnight

at Sheffield, if the enraged Lady does not fhut the doors againft me.

The Warden * paffed through in his way to Dover. He is not fo

fat, and more cheerful than ever. I had not any private converfa-

* Lord North.

tion
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tion with him ; but he clearly holds the balance, unlefs he lets it

drop out of his hand. The Pandzemonium (as I underftand) does

not meet till the twenty-fixth of November. Town is more a defert

tlian I ever knew it. I arrived yefterday, dined at Sir Jofhua's with

a tolerable party; the chaifc is now at the door; I dine at Richmond,

lie at Hampton, &c. Adieu.

N" CXLL

Edward Gibbon Efquirc to Zor^ Sheffield, at Coxheath Camp.

Bentinck-street, Odober 14th, 1782.

/^N the approach of winter, my paper houfe at Hampton be-

comes lefs comfortable; my vifits to Bentinck-ftreet grow longer

and more frequent, and the end of next week will reftore me to

the town, -with a lively wifh, however, to repeat the fame, or a

funilar experiment, next fummer. I admire the affurance with

which you propofe a month's refidence at Sheffield, when you

are not fure of being allowed three days. Here it is currently re-

ported, that camps will not feparate till Lord Howe's return from

Gibraltar, and as yet we have no news of his arrival. Perhaps in-

deed you may have more intimate correipondence with your old

friend Lord Shelburne, and already know the hour of your deliver-

ance. I fhoukl like to be informed. As Lady S. has entirely for-

goTten me, I fliall have the pleafure of forming .a new acquaintance.

I have often thought of writing, but it is now too late to repent.

I ara at a lofs what to fiiy or think about our parliamentary ftate.

A certain late Secretary of Ireland reckons the Houfe of Commons

thus : Minifter one hundred and forty, Reynard iiinety, Boreas one

hundred and twenty, the reft unknown, or uncertain. The laft of

the three, by felf or agents, talks too much of abfence, neutrality',

modeiMtion. I ftill think he will difcard the game.

VOL. I. 4 c I am.
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I am not in fuch a fury with the letter of American independence
;

but I think it feems ill-timed and ufelefs ; and I am mtich enter-

tained with the metaphyfical difputes between Government and Se-

ceffion about the meaning of it. Lord Loughborough will be in

town Sunday feven-night. I long to fee him and Co. I think he

will take a very decided part. If he could throw afide his gown,

he would make a noble leader. The Eaft India news are excellent.

The French gone to the Mauritius, Fleyder defirous of peace, the

Nizam and Mahrattas our friends, and feventy lacks of rupees in

the Bengal treafury, while we were voting the recal of Haflings.

Adieu. Write foon.

N" CXLII.

Edward Gibbon Efquire to Lord Sheffield.

1782.

T HAVE defigned writing every poft. The air of London Is ad-

mirable ; my complaints have vanilhed, and the gout ftill refpedts

me. Lord Loughborough, with whom I pafled an entire day, is

very well fatisfied with his Irifh expedition, and found the barbarous

people very kind to him. The caftle is ftrong, but the volunteers

are formidable. London is dead, and all intelligence fo totally ex-

tinct:, that the lofs of an army would be a favourable incident. We
have not even the advantage of fhlpwrecks, which muft foon, with

the fociety of you and Gerard Hamilton, become the only pleafures

of Brighton. My Lady is precious, and deferves to fhine in Lon-

don, when fhe regains her palace. The workmen are flow, but I

hear that the Minifter talks of hiring another houfe after Chriftmas *.'

Adieu, till Monday feven-night.

* Lord North, while his houfe was repairing, inhabited Lord Sheffield's in Dowii-

ing-ftreet.
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N« CXLIII.

I'be Same to the Same.

January 17th, 1783.

A s I arrived about feA-en o'clock on Wednefday laft, we were

Ibme time in towri in mutual ignorance. Unlucky enough

;

yet our lois will be fpeedily repaired. Your reafon for not writing

is worthy of an Iriih Baron : you thought Sarah might be at Bath,

becaufe you direded letters to her at Clifton near Briftol ; where

indeed I faw her in a delightful fituation, fwept by the winter winds,

and fcorched by the fummer fun. A nobler reafon for your filence

would be the care of the public papers, to record your fteps, words,

and adions. I was plealed with your Coventry oration : a pane-

gyric on * * %- * is a fubjecl entirely new, and which no orator

before yourfelf would have dared to undertake. You have aded

with prudence and dignity in calling away the military yoke. This

next fummer you will fit down (if you can fit) in the long loft cha-

rader of a country gentleman.

For my own part, my late journey has only confirmed me in the

opinion, that Number Seven in Bentinck-ftreet is the beft houfe in

the world. I find that peace and war alternately, and daily, take

their turns of converfation, and this (Friday) is the pacific day.

Next week we iliall probably hear fome queflions on that head very

ftrongly afked, and very fooliihly anfwered, &c. Give me a line

by return of poll, and probably I may vifit Downing-ftreet on

Monday evening; late, however, as I am engaged to dinner and

cards. Adieu.

4c 2
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N° CXLIV.

[Although Dr. Prieftley may not be juflified for publiflimg the fol-

lowing Letters, yet as he thought fit to print them with a volume

of fermons foon after Mr. Gibbon's death, it will not be improper

to infert them in this collection.]

Mr. Gibbon to Dr. Priestley.

SI R, January 23d, i/Sj.-

Asa mark of your efteem, I fliould have accepted with pleafure

your Hiftory of the Corruptions of Chriftianity. You have been

careful to inform me, that it is intended, not as a gift, but as a

challenge, and fuch a challenge you muft permit me to decline. At

the fame time you glory in outftripping the zeal of the Miifti and

the Lama, it may be proper to declare, that I fhould equally refufe

the defiance of thofe venerable divines. Once, and once only, the

juft defence of my own veracity provoked me to defcend into the

amphitheatre ; but as long as you attaek opinions which I have never

maintained, or maintain principles which I have never denied, you

may fafely exult in my filence and your own vidory. The

difference between us^ (on the credibility of miracles,) which yon

chufe to fuppofe, and wifh to argue, is a trite and antient topic

of controverfy, and, from the opinion which you entertain of your-

felf and of mcj it does not appear probable that o-ur difpute would

either edify or enlighten the Public.

That Public will decide to whom the Invidious name of Unbe-

liever more juftly belongs ; to the Hiftorian, who, without interpofirrg

his own fentiments, has delivered a fimple narrative of authentic

fads, or to the difputant who proudly rejeds all natural proofs

of the immortality of the foul, overthrows (by circumfcribing)

I- the.
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the infplration of the evangelifls and apoftles, and condemns the

religion of every Chriftian nation, as a fable lefs innocent, but not

lefs abfurd, than Mahomet's journey to the third Heaven.

And now, Sir, fince you aflume a right to determine the obje(Sls

of my paft and future ftudies, give me leave to convey to your ear

the ahnoft unanimous, and not ofFcnfive wifh, of the phllofophic

world :—that you would confine your talents and induftry to thofe

fciences in which real and ufeful improvements can be made. Re-

member the end of your predecefibr Servetus, not of his life, (the

CaLvins of our days are reflrained from the ufe of the fame fiery

arguments,) but, I mean, the end of his reputation. His theological

writings are loft in oblivion ; and if his book on the Trinity be ftill

preferved, it is only becaufe it contains the lirft rudiments of the.

difcovery of the circulation of the blood.

I am, Sir, your obedient humble fervant.,

N° CXLV.

Dr. Priestley to Mr. Gibbon.

S I R, Birmingham, 3d February 1783.

T T would have been impertinent in me, efpecially confidering the

objedt of my Hijlory^ to have fent you a copy of it as a mark of

my ejleem oxfriendjhlp. What I meant was to a£l the part of a fair

and open adverfary, and I am truly forry that you decline the dif-

cuflion I propofed : for though you are of a different opinion, I do

not think that either of us could be better employed ; and, {hould

the Mufti and the Lama, whofe challenge, jgw fay, you would alfo

decline, become parties in the bufmefs, I fhould rejoice the more.

I do not well know what you can mean by intimating, that I am a

greater Unbeliever than yourfelf ; that I attack opinions which you

never maintained, and maintain principles which you never denied..

if
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If yt)ti mean to affert, that you arc a believer in Chriftianity, and

meant to recomtnend it, I muft fay, that your mode of writing has

been very ill adapted to gain your purpolc. If there be any certain

method of difcovering a man's real ohjca:, yours has been to dii-

credit Chriftianity in fad, while in words you reprefent yourfelf a^

a friend to it : a condua which I fcruple not to call highly unworthy

and mean ; an infalt on the common fenfe of the Chriftian world
;

as a method of fcreening you from the notice of the laws (which is

as hoftilc to me as it is to you,) you muft know that it could avail

you nothing ; and, though that mode of writing might be deemed

ingenious a'nd' witty in the firft inVentor of it, it has been too often

repeated to deferve that appellation now.

According to your own rule of conduct, this charge ought to pro-

voke you to defcend into the amphitheatre once more, as much as

the accufation of Mr. Davis : for it is a call upon you to defend, not

your principles only, but alfo your honour. For what can refleil

"reater diihonour on a man, than to fay one thing and mean another ?

You have certainly been very far from confining yourfelf, as you

pretend, to a fimple narrative of authentic 'fa(ftf!, without interpofmg

your own fentiments. I hold no opinions, obnoxious as they are,

that I am not ready both to avoiv in the moft explicit manner, and

alfo to defend with any perfon of competent judgment and ability.

Had I not confidered you in this light, and alfo as fairly open, by

the ftrain of your writings, to fuch a challenge, I ihould not have

called upon you as I have done. The Public will form its own

judgment both of that and of your filence on the occafion ; and

finally decide between you, the humble hijlorian^ and me, Xh^ proud

dijpntant.

As to my reputation^ for which you are fo very obligingly con-

cerned, give me leave to obferve, that, as far as it is an object with

any perfon, and a thing to be eryoyed by himfelf, it muft depend

upon his particular notions and feelings.

—

Nom', odd as it will appear to

8
'

you,
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you, the efteem of a very few rational ChrilHan friends (though I know-

that it will enfure me the deteftation of th# greater part of the prefent

nominally Chriftian world that happen to hear me) gives me more

real fatisfa£tion, than the applaufe of what you call the philofophic

world. I admire Servetus, by whofe example you wilh m? to take

warning, more for his courage in dying for the caufe of important

truth, than I fliould have done if, befides the certain difcovery of

the circulation of thp blood, he had made any other the'moft celc-,

brated difcovery in philofophy.

However, I do not fee vv^hat my phiiofophical friends (of whom
I have many, and wliom I think I value as I ought,) have to do with

my metaphyfical or theological writings. They may, if tliey pleafe,

confider them as my particular whims or amufements, and accord-

ingly negleft them. They have, in faft, interfered very little with

my application to philofophy, fmce I have had the means of doing

it. I was never more bufy, or more fuccefsfully fo, in my phiiofophi-

cal purfuits, than during the time that I haye been employed about

the Hiftory of the Corruptions of Chriftianity. I am at this very

time, totus in illis, as my friends know ; and as the Public will

know in due time ; which with me is never long, and if you had

thought proper to enter into the difcuffion I propofed, it would not

have made me negledt my laboratory, or omit a fmgle experiment

that I fliould otherwife have made.

I am, Sir,

Your very humble fervant,

J. Priestley.
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N° CXLVI.

Mr. Gibbon lo Dr. Priestley.

SIR, Bentinck-street, February 6th, 1783.

A s I do not pretend to judge of the fentiments or intentions of

another, I fhall not enquire how far you are inclined to fufter,

or inflidt, martyrdom. It only becomes me to fay, that the ftyle

and temper of your laft letter have fatisfied me of the propriety of de-

clining all farther correfpondence, whether public or private, with fuch

an adverfary. I am, Sir, your humble fervant,

N° CXLVIL

Dr. Priestley to Mr. Gibbon.

SIR. Birmingham, loth February, 17S3.

T NEITHER requefted nor wiflied to have ssvy private correfpondence

with you. All that my MS. card required, was a fimple ac-

knowledgment of the receipt of the copy of my work. You

chofe, however, to give me a fpecimen of your temper and feelings;

and alfo, what I thought to be an opening to a further call upon you

for a juftification of yourfelf in public. Of this I was willing to take

advantage ; and, at the fame time, to fatisfy you, that my philofo-

phical purfuits, for which, whether in earned or not, you were

pleafed to exprefs fome concern, would not be interrupted in con-

fequence of it.

As this correfpondence, from the origin and nature of it, cannot

be deemed conjidejilial^ I may, efpecially if I refume my obfervations

on your condudl as an Hiftorian, give the Public an opportunity of

judging of the propriety of my anfwer to your firft extraordinary

letter, and alfo to this laft truly enigmatical one ; to interpret which

more
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requires much more fagaclty, than to dlfcover your real intentions

with refped to Chriftianity, though you might think you had care-

fully concealed them from all human infpedtion.

Wifliing to hear from you juft as little as you pleafe in private,

and juft as much as you pleafe in public, I am, Sir, your humble

fervant.

N* CXLVIIL

Mr. Gibbon /o Dr. Priestley.

February zzd, 1785.-

¥ F Dr. Prieftley confults his friends, he will probably learn, that a

fmgle copy of a paper, addreffed under a feal to a fmgle perfon,

and not relative to any public or official bufinefs, muft always be

confidered a.s private coiTcfpondence ; which a man of honour is not

at liberty to print without the confent of the writer. That confent

in the prefent inftance, Mr. Gibbon thinks proper to with-hold; and,

as he defires to efcape all further altercation, he fhall not trouble

Dr. Prieftley or himfelf with explaining the motives of his refufal.

N*^ CXLIX.

Dr. Priestley /o iW>-. Gibbon.

Birmingham, 25th February 17^.

pvR. Prieftley is as unwilling to be guilty of any real impropriety

^"^
as Mr. Gibbon can wifh him to be : but, as the correfpondence

between them relates not to any private^ but only to 2l puhlic matter^

he apprehends that it may, according to Mr. Gibbon's own diftindion,

at the pleafure of either of the parties be laid before the Public ; who,

in fad, are interefted to know, at leaft, the refult of it. Dr. Prieftley's

VOL. I. 4 D condud;
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condud will always be open to animadverfion, that of Mr. Gibbon,

or of any other perfon. His appeal is to men of honour, and cvea

men of the world ; and he defires no favour.

Dr. Prieilley has fent a fingle copy of the correfpondence to a

friend in London, with leave to ihew it to any other common friends,

but with a prohibition to take any other copy : but between this and

printing there is no difference, except in 77iodc and extent. In the

eye of the law and of reafon both are equally publications ; and has

Mr. Gibbon never thought himfelf at liberty to fhew a copy of y.

ktter to a third perfon ?

Mr. Gibbon may eafily efcape all further altercation by difcon-

tinuing tliis mutually difagreeable correfpondence, by leaving Dr.

Prieftley to ad as his own difcretion or indifcretion may dictate ^

and for this, himfelf only, and not Mr. Gibbon, is refponfible..

N^ CL.

M. Gibbon a Monf. Deyverdun, a Laufanne.

A LoNDREs, ce :o Mai 1783.

OXJE j'aime la douce et pai-faite confiance de nos fentimens re'ci-

proqucs ! N^ous nous aimons dans reloignement et le filence, et

irl nous fuifit a I'un et a I'autre^ de favoir de terns en terns, des nou-

velles de la fante et du bonheur de fon ami. Aujourd'hui j'ai befoin

de vous ecrire
;
je commence ians excufes et fans reproches, comme

fi nous allions reprendre la converfation familiere du jour precedent-

Si ie propofois de faire un eompte rendu de mes e'tudes, de mes occu-

pations, de mes plaifirs, de mes nouvelles liaifons, de ma politique

tQujours muette, mais un pen plus rapproche'e des grands evenemens,,

je multiplierois mes ;'/; quarto^ et je ne fais pas encore votre avis fur

ceux que je vous ai deja envoye's. Dans cette hiftoire moderne, il

2 feroit
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ferolt toujours qneftlon dc la decadence des empires ; ct autant que

j'en puis juger fur mes reminifcenccs et fur le rapport de rami

Bugnon, vous aimez auffi peu la pulffance de i'Anglcterre que celle

dcs Romains. Notre chute, cependant, a cte' plus douce. Apres une

guerre fans fucces, et une paix aflez pcu glorieufe, il nous rcfte de

quoi vivre contens et heurcux ; et lorfque je me fuis depouillc du
role de Membrc du Parlement, pour redevenir homme, philofophe,

et hiftorien, nous pourrions bien nous trouver d'accord fur la plus part

des fcenes etonnantes qui viennent de fe paffer devant nos yeux, et

qui fourniront une riche matiere aux plus habiles de mes fuc-

ceiTeurs.

Bornons nous a cette heure a un objct moins illuftre fans doute,

mais plus intcreflant pour tous les deux, et c'eft beaucoup que le

meme objet puilfe inttrefler deux mortels qui ne fe font pas vus, qui

a peine fe font e'crit depuis—oui ma foi—depuis hult ans. Ma
plume, tres parefleufe au commencement, ou plutot avant le comr

mencement, marche affez vite, lorfqu'elle s'eft une fois mife en train
;

mais une raifon qui m'empecheroit de lui donner can-iere, c'eft I'ef-

perance de pouvoir bientot me fervir avec vous d'un inftrument

encore plus commode, la langue. Que I'homme, I'homme Anglois,

Thomme Gibbon, eft un fot animal ! Je I'efpere, je le defire, je le

puis, mais je ne fais pas fi je le veux, encore moins fi j'exe'cuterai

cette volonte. Voici mon hiftoire, autant qu'elle pourra vous

eclairer, qu'elle pourra m'eclairer moi-meme, fur mes veritables in-

tentions, qui me paroiftent tres obfcures, et tres equivoques ; et vous

aurez la bonte de m'apprendre qu'elle fera ma conduite future. II

vous fouvient, Seigneur, que mon grand pere a fait fi fortune, que

mon pere I'a mange'e avec un peu trop d'appetit, et que je jouis

a£tuellement du fruit, ou plutot du reiiQ de leurs travaux. Vous
n'avez pas oublie' que je fuis entre' au Parlement fans patriotifme,

fans ambition, et que toutes mes vues fe bornoient a la place com-

mode et honnete d'un Lord of Trade, Cette place, je I'ai obtenue

402 enfin
;
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enfin
;

je I'ai pofledee trois -ans, depuis 1779 jufqu' a 1782, et Ic

prodult net, qui fe montoit a fept cens cinquante livres fterling, aug-

mentoit mon rcvenu, au niveau de mes befoins, et de mes defirs.

Mais au printems de I'anne'e preccdente, I'orage a gronde fur nos

tetes : Milord North a ete renverfe', votre ferviteur chafle, et le

Board meme, dont j'etois mcmbre, aboli et caffc pour toujours, par la

reformation de M. Burke, avec beaucoup d'autres places de I'Etat, et

de la maifon du Roi. Pour mon malheur, je fuis toujours refte

Membre de la Chambre baffe : a la fin du dernier Parlement (en

1780) M.Eliot a retire fa nomination; mais la faveur de Milord

North a facilite ma rentre'e, et la reconnoifance m'impofoit le devoir

de faire valoir, pour fon fervice, les droits que je tenois en partie

de lui. Get hyver nous avons combatu fous les etendards reunis

(vous favez notre hiftoire) de Milord North, et de M. Fox ; nous

avons triomphe de Milord Shelburne et de la paix, et mon ami (je

n'aime pas a profaner ce nom) a remonte' fur fa bete en qualite de

Secretaire d'Etat. C'eft a prefent qu'il peut bien me dire :
" C'etoit

" beaucoup pour moi ; ce n'e'toit rien pour vous ;" et malgre' les af-

furances les plus fortes, j'ai trop de raifon, pour avoir de la foi.

Avec beaucoup d'efprit, et des qualitcs tres refpedables, il n'a plus ni le

titre, ni le cre'dit de premier mlniftre; des collegues plus adifs lui en-

levent les morceaux les plus friands, qui font auffitot devores par la

voracite de leurs cre'atures ;. nos malheurs et nos reformes ont diminuc

le nombre des graces ;_ par orgueil ou par parefTe, je folllcite auffi mal,,

et fi je parviens enfin, ce fera peut etre a la veille d'une nouvelle

revolution, qui me fera perdre dans un inftant, ce qui m'aura coute

tant de foins et de recherches. Si je ne confukois que mon coeur

et ma raifon, je romprois fur le champ cette indigne chaine de la

dependance ;
je quitterois le Parlement, Londres, I'Angleterre

; je

chercherois fous un ciel plus doux, dans ua pays plus tranquille, le

repos, la liberte, I'aifancc, et une focie'te eclaire'e et aimable. Je coule-

rois Quelques ann^'es de ma vie fans efpcrance, et fans crainte,

I. j'acheverois
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j'acheverois mon hiftoire, et je ne rentrerols dans ma patrle qti'en

homme libre, rlchc, et refpedtable par fa pofition, auffi bien que

par fon caradere. Mes amis, et furtout Milord Sheffield, ne

veulent pas me permettre d'etre heureux fuivant mon gout et mes

lumieres. Leur pi-udence exige que je faffe tous mes efforts, pour

obtenir un emploi tres fur a la verite, qui me donneroit mille guine'es

de rente, mais qui m'enleveroit cinq jours par femaine. Je me
prete a leur zele, et je leur ai promis de ne partir qu'en automne,

apres avoir confacre I'cte' a cette derniere tentative. Le fucces, cepen-

dant, eft tres incertain, et je ne fais fi je le defire de bonne foi..

Si je parviens a me voir exile, mon choix ne fera pas douteux.

Laufanne a eu mes premices ; elle me fera toujours chere par le doux

fouvenir de ma jeuneffe. Au bout de trente ans, je me rappelle les

poliflbns qui font aujourd'hul juges, les petites filles de la fociete' du

printems, qui font devenues grand-meres. Votre pays eft charmant,,

et, malgre' le degout de Jean Jacques, les moeurs, et I'efprit de fes

habitans, me paroiftent tres affortis aux bords du lac Le'man. Mais

un treTor que je ne trouverois qu'a Laufanne; c'eft un ami qui me
convient e'galement par les fentimens, et les idees, avec qui je n'ai

jamais connu un inftant d'ennui, de fe'chereffe, ou de referve.. Au-

trefois dans nos fibres e'panchemens, nous avons cent fois fait le

projet de vivre enfemble, et cent fois nous avons epluche tous les

details du Roman, avec une chaleur qui nous e'tonnoit nous memes,

.

^A pre'fent il.demeure, ou plutot vous demeurez, (car je me lafle de ce

tone'tudic,) dans une maifon charmante et commode; je vois d'ici mon
appartement, nos falles communes, notre table, et nos promenades j;

mais ce mariage ne vaut rien, s'il ne convient pas e'galement aux

deux epoux, et je fens combieh des circonftances locales, des gouts

nouveaux, de nouvelles liaifons, peuvent s'oppofer aux deffeins, qui

nous ont paru les plus agre'ables dans le lointaini Pour fixer mes

idees, et pour nous epargner des regrets, il faut me devoiler avec

la franchife dont je vous ai donne I'exemple, le tableau. exterleur et

inte'rieur de George Deyveidun, Mon amoiu: eft trop de'licat, pour

fupportei-
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.fupportcr rindifferencs et Ics c'gards, et je rougirois d'un bonheiu-

:<!ont je ferois rcdevable, uon a rinclination, mais a la fideTitc de moii

ami. Pour in'armer centre Ics malheurs pofTibles, lielas ! pcut ^tre

trop vraifemblables, j'ai effiiye de me detacher de la penfce dc ce

projet favori, et de me reprefenter a Laufaune votre bori voifin, fans

.etre pre'cifement votre commenfal. Si j'y etois re'duit, je ne voudrois

:pas tenir maifon, autant par raifon d'e'conomie, que pour e'viter I'eu-

nui de manger feul. D'un autre cote, une penfion ouverte, fut elie

jnonte'e fur I'ancien pied de celle de Mefery, ne conviendroit plut

a mon age, ni a mon caradere ? Pafferois je ma vie au milieu

_d'une foule de jeunes Anglois cchappes du college, moi qui aimerois

Laufanne cent fois davantage, fi j'y pouvois etre le feuL de ma

nation ? 11 me faudrolt done une maifon commode et riante, un

etat au deffus de la bourgcoifie, un mari inftruit, une femme qui ne

refembleroit pas a Madame Pavilliard, et TafTurance d'y etre re9U

comme le fils unique, ou plutot comme le frere de la famille. Pour

nous arranger fans gene, je meublerai tres volontiers un joli apparte-

inent fous le meme tolt, ou dans le voifmage, et puifque le menage

Je plus foible, laiffe encore de I'etoffe pour une forte penfion, je ne

ferois pas oblige' de chicaner fur les conditions pe'cuniaires. Si je

ane vois dechu de cette derniere efpe'rance, je-renoncerois en foupi-

rant a ma feconde patrie, pour chercher un nouvel afyle, non pas

a Geneve, trifle fejour du travail et de la difcorde, mais aux bords du

lac de Neufchatel, parmi les bons Savoyards de Chamberry, ou fous

le beau climat des Provinces Meridionales de la France. Je finis

brufquement, parceque j'ai mille chofes a vous dire. Je penfe que

nous nous reffemblons pour la correfpondance. Pour le bavardage

favant, ou meme amical, je fuis de tous les hommes le plus paref-

feux, mais des qu'il s'agit d'un objet reel, d'un fervice eflentlel, le

premier Courier emporte toujours ma reponfe. A la fin d'un mois,

Je commencerai a compter les femaines, les jours, les heures. Ne me

les faites pas compter trop long terns. Vale.
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N° CLI.

M, Deyverdun a M. Gibbon.

Strasbourg, le lo Juin 1783.

"IE ne faurais vous exprlmer, Monfieur et cher ami, la variete et la

vivacite des fenfations que m'a fait eprouver votre lettre. Tour

cela a fini par un fond de plaifir et d'efperance qui refteront dans

mon coeur, jufqu'a ce que vous les en chaffiez.

Un rapport fingulier de circonftances contribue a me faire efperer

que nous fommes defline's a vivre quelque tems agreablement en-

femble. Je ne luis pas degoute d'une ambition que je ne connus

jamais ; mais par d'auires circonftances, je me trouve dans la meme

fituation d'embarras et d'incertitude ou vous etes auffi a cette

e'poque. II y a un an que votre lettre, mon cher ami, m'auroit fait

plailir fans doute, mais en ce moment, elle m'en fait bien davantage

:

elle vient en quelque fa^on a mon fecours.

Depuis mon retour d'ltalie, ne pouvant me determiner a vendre

ma maifon, m'ennuyant d'y etre feul (car je fuis comme vous, Mon-

fieur, et je detefte de manger fans compagnie) no voulant pas louer

a des e'trangers, j'ai pris le parti de m'arranger alfez joliment au

premier e'tage, et de donner le fecond a une famille de mes amis,

qui me noun-it, et que je loge. Get arrangement a paru pendant

long tems contribuer au bonheur des deux parties. Mais tout eft.

tranfitoire fur cette terre. Ma maifon fera vuide, felon tout appa-

rence, fur la fin de I'tte', et je me vois d'avancetout auffi embarafle

ct incertain, que je I'e'tais il y a quelques annees, ne fachant quelle

nouvelle fociete choifu", et aflez difpofe a vendre enfin cette pof-

feflion qui m'a caufe bien des plailirs, et bien des pcines. Ma
maifon eft done a votre difpofition pour, cet automne, et vous y

arriveriez
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arrlveriez comme un Dieu dans une machine qui fink rembrogllo

Voila quant a moi j
parlons de vous maintenant avec la meme fin-

cerite.

Un mot de preambule. Quelque interefle que je fois a votre

refolutlon, convaincu qu'il faut aimer fes amis pour eux metnes,

fentant d'ailleurs combien il feroit affreux pour moi de vous voir des

regrets, je vous donne lei ma parole d'honneur, que mon inte'ret n'ln-

flue en rien fur ce que je vais e'crire, et que je ne dirai pas un mot

que je ne vous difle, li Thermite de la grotte etoit un autre que moi.

Vos amis Anglais vous aiment pour eux mcmes : je ne veux moi

que votre bonheur. Rappellez vous, mon cher ami, que je vis

avec peine votre entre'e dans le Parlement, et je crois n'avoir ete que

trop bon prophete
;
je I'uis fur que cette carriere vous a fait e'prouver

plus de privations que de jouiflances, beaucoup plus de peines que

de plaifirs
;
j'ai cru toujours, depuis que je vous ai connu, que vous

etiez deftine' a vivre heureux par les plaifirs du cabinet et de la focie'tc>

que tout autre marche e'tait un e'cart de la route du bonheur, et que

ce n'etait que les qualites re'unies d'homme de lettres, et d'homme

aimable de fociete, qui pouvoient vous procurer gloire, honneur,

plaifirs, et un fuite continuelle de jouiflances. Au bout de quelques

tours dans votre falle, vous fentirez parfaitement que j'avols bien vu,

et que I'e'venement a juftifie' mes ide'es. Lorfque j'ai appris que vous

etiez Lord of 'Trade^
j'en ai etc' fache'

;
quand j'ai fu que vous aviez

perdu cette place, je m'en fuls rejouis pour vous
;
quand on m'a

auonce que Milord North etoit remonte fur fa bete, j'ai cru vous

voir tres mal a votre aife, en croupe derriere lui, et je m'en fuis af-

flige pour vous. Je fuis done charme, mon cher ami, de vous favoir

a pied, et je vous confeille tres fincerement de refter dans cette pofi-

tion, et bien loin de folliciter la place en queftion, de la refufer, fi elle

vous e'tait offerte. Mille guinees vous didommageront elles de cinq

jours pris de la femaine ? Je fuppofe, ce que cependant j'ai peine a

croire,
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crolre, que vous rae difiez que oui: et la variete et I'inconftance con-

tinuelle de votre miniftcre, vous promettent elles d'enjouir long terns

conftamment, et n'eft il pas plus de'fagreable, mon cher Monfieur, de

n'avoir plus io©o livres fterl. de rente, qu'il n'a ete agreable d'en

jouir ? D'ailleurs ne pourrez vous pas toujours rentrer dans la car-

riere, fi rambition ou I'enviede fervir la patrie, vous reprennent; ne

rentrerez vous pas avec plus d'honneur, lorl'que vos rentes etant aug-

mente'es naturellement, vous ferez libre et independant ?

En failant cette retraite en Suiffe, outre la beaute' du pays, et les

agremens de la fociete', vous acquererez deux biens que vous avez

perdus, la liberie' et la richelTe. Vous ne ferez d'ailleurs point

inutile ; vos ouvrages continueront a nous e'clairer, et independam-

ment de vos talens, I'honnete homme, le galant homme, n'eft jamais

inutile.

II me refte a vous preTenter le tableau que vous trouveriez. Vous

aimiez ma maifon et mon jardin, c'eft bien autre chofe a prefent.

Au premier e'tage qui donne fur la defcente d'Ouchy, je me fuis ar-

range' un appartement qui me fuffit, j'ai une chambre de domeftique,

•deux fallons, et deux cabinets. J'ai au plein pied de la terrafle,

deux autres fallons dont I'un fert en e'te de falle a manger, et I'autre

de fallen de corapagnie. J'ai' fait un nouvel appartement de trois

pieces dans le vuide entre la maifon et la remife, en forte que j'ai a

vous offrir tout le grand appartement, qui confifte adluellement en

onze pieces, tant grandes que petites, tournces au Levant et au Midi,

meuble'es fans magnificence de'place'e, maisavec une forte d'ele'gance

dont j'efpere que vous feriez fatisfait. La terraffe a peu change';

mais elle eft terminc'e par un grand cabinet mieux proportionne' que le

prece'dent, garnie tout du long, de caiffes d'orangers, &c. La treille,

qui ne vous eft pas indifferente, a embelli, profpe're', et regne pref-

qu'entierement jufqu'au bout; parvenu a ce bout, vous trouverez un

petit chemin qui vous conduira si une chaumiere place'e dans un coin j

et de ce coin, en fuivant le long d'une autre route a I'Anglaife, le

VOL. r. 4 E mur
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mur d'un manege. Vous trouverez au bout, un chalet avec ecurie,

vacherie, petite porte, petit cabinet, petite bibliotheque, et une galerie

de bois dore, d'ou Ton voit tout ce qui fort et entre en ville par la porte

du Chene, et tout cc qui fe pafl'e dans ce Faubourg. J'ai acquis la

vigne au-deflous du jardin
;
j'en ai arrache tout ce qui etoit devant

la maifon
;
j'cn ai fait un tapis vert, arrofe' par I'eau du jet d'eau ; et

j'ai fait tout autour de ce petit pare, une promenade tres varie'e par

les diffe'rens points de vue et les objets meme interieurs, tantot

jardin potager, tantot parterre, tantot vigne, tantot pre's, puis chalet,

chaumiere, petite montagne ; bref, les etrangers viennent le voir et

I'admirent, et malgre la defcription pompeufe que je vou en fais,

vous en ferez content.

N. B. J'ai plante' une quantite d'excellens arbres fruitiers.

Venons a moi ; vous comprenez bien que j'ai vieilli, excepte pour

la fenfibilite'
;
je fuis a la mode, mes nerfs font attaque's

; je fuis plus

melancolique, mais je n'ai pas plus d'humeur ; vous ne fouifrirez

de mes maux que tout au plus ne'gativement. Enfemble, et fcpare's

par nos logemens, nous jouirons vis-a-vis I'un de I'autre, de la plus

grande liberte. Nous prendrons une gouvernante douce et entendue,

plutot par commodite que par neceffite' ; car je me chargerois fans

crainte de la furintendance. J'ai fait un me'nage de quatre, pen-

dant quelque tems
;
j'ai fait le mien, et j'ai remarque que cela mar-

choit tout feul, quand c'e'toit une fois en train. Les petites gens qui

n'ont que ce merite, font grand bruit pour rien. Mon jardin nous

fournira avec abondance de bons fruits et d'excellens legumes.

Po-ar la refte de la table et de la de'penfe domeftique, je ne demanderais

pas mieux que de vous re9evoir chez moi, comme vous m'avez refu

chez vous ; mais nos fituations font differentes a cet egard ; cepen-

dant fi vous etiez plus mine', je vous I'ofFrirois fans doute, etje

devrois le faire ; mais avec les rentes que vous aviez, quand j'etois

chez vous, en les fuppofant meme diminue'es, vous vivrez tres agre-

ablement
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ablement a Laufanne. Enfin a cet egard nous nous arrangerons,

comme il vous fera le plus agreable, et en proportion de nos revenus.

Toujours ferez vous ainfi, a ce qui j'efpere, plus decemment et plus

comfortablement, que vous ne feriez par tout ailleurs au meme prix.

Quant a la fociete, quoique infinlment agreablc, je commence ce

chapitre par vous dire que j'eviterois de vous y inviter, fi vous e'tiez

cntierement defoeuvre ; les jours font longs alors, et laiffent bien

du vulde ; mais homme de lettres, comme vous etes, je ne connois

point de fociete qui vous convienne mieux. Nous aurons autourde

nous un cercle, comme il feroit impoffible d'en trouver ailleurs dans

un auffi petit efpace. Madame de Corcelles, Mademoifelle Sulens, et

M. de Montolieu (Madame eft morte), MefTrs. Poller et leurs fem-

mes, Madame de Severy, et M. et Madame de NafTau, Mademoifelle

de Chandieu, Madame dc St. Cierge, et M. avec leurs deux filles

jolies et aimables, Madames de Croufaz, Poller, de Charrieres, &c.

font un fonds de bonne compagnie dont on ne fe lafle point, et dont

M. de Servan eft fi content qu'il regrette toujours d'etre oblige de re-

tourner dans fes terres, et ne refpire que pour s'etablir tout a fait a

Laufanne. II pafla tout Thyver de 1782 avec nous, et il fut, on ne

pent plus, agreable. Vous trouverez les moeurs changees en bien,

et plus conformes a nos ages, et a nos cara£leres
; peu de grandes

affemblees, de grands repas, mais beaucoup de petits foupers, de

petites affemblees, ou Ton fait ce qu'on veut, ou Ton caufe, lit, &c.

et dont on ecarte avec foin les facheux de toute efpece. II y a Ic

Dimanche une focie'te, oil tout ce qu'il y a d'un peu diftingue en

etrangeres et etrangers, eft invite. Cela fait des aflemble'es de 40 a 50
perfonnes, ou Ton voit ce qu'on ne voit gueres le refte de la femaine,

et ces efpeces de rout font quelquefois plaifir. Nous fommes fort

degoute's des etrangers, furtout des jeunes gens, et nous les e'cartons

avec foin de nos petits comite's, a moins qu'ils n'ayent du me'rite, ou

quelques talens. ^A cet egard un de nos petits travers, c'eft I'en-

gouement ; mais vous en profiterez, mon cher Monfieur, comme

4 E 2 Edward
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Edward Gibbon, et comme mon ami; vous ferez d'abord riiomme a

la mode, et je vois d'ici que vous foutiendrez fort bien ce role, far>«

vous en facher, dut on un peu vous furfaire. Jc ftns que tu me

fattes^ ma'is tu me fats plaiftr^ eft peut etre le mcilleur vers de 'Q&{-

touches. Voila done I'hyver ; I'e'tude le matin, quelques converfa-

tions, quand vous ferez fatigue, avec quelque homme de lettres, ou

amateur, ou du moins qui aura vu quelque chofe ; a I'heure qu'il

vous plaira un diner, point de fermier general, mais I'honnete e'pi-

Gurien, avec un ou deux amis quand vous voudrez
;
puis quelques

vifites, une foiree, fouvent un fouper. Quant a I'ete', vu votre maniere

d'aimer la campagne, on diroit que ma remife a e'tt'faite pour vous
;

pendant que vous vous y promenerez en fc'nateur, je ferai fouvent en

bon payfau Suifle, devajit mon chalet, ou dans ma chaumiere
;
puis

nous nous rencontrerons tout a coup, et tacherons de nous remettre

au niveau Tun de I'autre. Nous fermerons nos portes a I'ordinaire,

excepte' aux e'trangers qui palTent leur chemin ; mais quand nous

voudrons, nous y aurons tous ceux que nous aimerons a y voir

:

car on ne demande pas mieux que d'y venir fe rejouir. J'ai eu, un

beau jour d'Avril ce printerns, un dejeuner, qui m'a coute quelques.

Louis, ou il y avait plus de 40 perfonnes, je ne fai« combien de

petites tables, une bonne mufique au milieu du verger, et une quan-

tite de jeunes et jolies perfonnes danfant des branles, et formant des

chifres en cadence; j'ai vu bien des fetes, j'en ai peu vu de plus

jolies. Quand mon pare vous ennuyera, nous aurous, ou nous

louerons enfemble (et ce fera ainfi un pUifir peu cher) un cabriolet-

k'ger, avec deux chevaux gentils, et nous irons vifiter nos amis

difperfe's dans les campagnes, qui nous recevront a bras ouverts. Vous

en ferez content de nos campagnes ; toujours en proportion vous

comprenez, et vous trouverez en general un heureux changement

pour les agremens de la focie'te', et une forte de recherche fimple,

mas ele'gante. Les bergeres du printerns^ excepte' Madame de Van-

berg, ne font fans doute plus pre'fentables, mais il y en a d'autres aflez

1 gentilles
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gentilles, et quoiqu'ellcs ne foycnt pas en bien grand nombre, il y
en aura toujours aflez pour vous, mon cher Monfieur. Peu a peu

mon imagination m'a emporte, et mon ftyle s'e'gayc, comme cela

nous arrivait quelqucfcls dans nos chateaux en Efpagne. II eft bien

terns de finir cet article, rcTumons nous plus ferieufement.

Si vous exe'cutez le plan que vous avez imagine, j'aimerois memo
a dire que vous embraflez, furtout d'apres ce que vous marquez

vous meme. Si je ne confiiltais que mon cceur et ma raifon, je romprols

fur le champ cette hidigne cha'incy &c. Eh ! que voulez vous confulter,

fi ce n'eft votre coeur et votre raifon ? Si, dis-je, vous exe'cutez

ce plan, vous retrouverez une liberte' et une independance, que vous

n'auriez jamais du perdre, et dont vous raeritez de jouir, une aifancc •

qui ne vous coutera qu'un voyage de quelques jours, une tranquil-

lite' que vous ne pouvez avoir a Londres, et enfin un ami qui n'a pent

etre pas e'te' un jour fans penfer a vous, et qui malgre' fes dr:fauts,

fes foiblefles et Ion infe'riorite', eft encore un des compagnons qui

vous convient le mieux.

II me refte a vous apprendre pourquoi je vous reponds fi tard

:

vous favez deja adtuellement que ce n'eft pas manque d'amitie et de

zele pour la chofe ; mais vetre lettre m'a ete renvoyee de Laufanne

ici, a Strafbourg, et je n'ai pafle qu'une pofte fans y repondre, ce qui

n'eft pas trop, vous I'avouerez, pour un pareil bavardage. Je fuis

parti de Laufanne la veille de Paques pour venir voir un M. Bour-

card de Bafle, fort de mes amis ; il eft ici aupres du Comte de

Caglioftro, pour profiter de fes remedes. Vous aurez entendu parler

pent etre de cet homme extraordinaire a tous e'gards. Comme j'ai

ete aflez malade tout I'hyver, je profite aufli de fes rcmedes
; . mais

comme le terns du fejour du Comte ici n'eft rien moins que fur, Ic

mieux fera que vous m'e'criviez a M. D. chez M. Bourcard 'du KirJIo-

garten^ a Bajle^

Vous
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Vous comprenez combien a tous egards, il eft neceffa'ire m'ecrlic

fans perte de terns, defque vous aurez pris une refolution. Adieu,

iiion cher ami.

N° CLII.

M. Gibbon a M. Deyverdun.

TE refois votre lettre du 10 Juin, le 21 de ce mois. Aujourd'hui

^ Mardi 24th, je mets la main a la plume (comme dit M. Fre'ron)

pour y repondre, quoique ma miffive ne puiffe partir par arrange-

ment des poftes, que Vendredi prochain, 27 du courant. O merv^eille,

de la grace efficace ! Elle n'agit pas moins puiflamment fur vous,

et moyennant le fecours toujours pret, et toujours prompt de nos

couriers, un mois nous fuffit pour la demande et la re'ponfe. Je

remercie mille fois le genie de I'amitle, qui m'a poufle, apres mille

efforts inutiles, a vous e'crire enfin au moment le plus critique et le

plus favorable. Jamais de'marche n'a re'pondu fi parfaitement a tous

mes vceux et a toutes mes efpe'rances. Je comptois fans doute fur

la duree et la verite de vos fentimens ; mais j'ignorois (telle eft la

foibleffe humaine) jufqu'a quel point ils avoient pu ctre attiedis par le

terns et I'e'loignement ; et je favois encore moins I'etat aduel de

votre fante', de votre fortune et de vos liaifons, qui auroient pu

oppofer tant d'obftacles , a notre re'union. Vous m'ecrivez, vous

m'aimez toujours ; vous dfirez avec zele, avec ardeur, de realifer nos

anciens projets ; vous le pouvez, vous le voulez ; vous m'offrez des

I'automne votre maifon, et quelle maifon ! votre terraffe, et quelle

terraife ! votre focic'te', et quelle focicte' ! L'arrangement nous con-

vient a tous les deux
;
je retrouve a la fois le compagnon de ma

jeunefTe, un fage confeiller, et un peintre qui fait repre'fenter et

exagerer
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cxagerer meme les objets les plus rians. Ces exagerations me font

pour le moins autant de plaifir, que la fimple ve'rite. Si votrc

portrait etolt tout a fait reflemblant, ces agremens n'exifteroient

que hors de nous memes, et j'aime encore micux les trouver dans

la vivacite de votre cceur et de votre imagination. Ce n'eft pas que

je ne reconnoifle un grand fond de ve'rite dans le tableau de Lau-

fanne
;
je connois le lieu de la fcene, je me tranfporte en idee fur

notre terrafle, je vois ces coteaux, ce lac, ces montagnes, ouvrages

favoris de la nature, et je concois fans peine les embelliffemens que

votre gout s'eft plu y ajouter. Je me rappelie depuis vingt ou trente

ans les moeurs, I'efprit, I'aifance de la fociete, et je comprends que

ce veritable ton de la bonne compagnie fe perpetue, et s'cpure de pere

en fils, ou plutot de mere en fillej car il m'a toujours paru qu'a Lau-

fanne, auffi bien qu'en France, les femmes font tres fuperieures aux

hommes. Dans un pareil fejour, je craindrois la diffipation bien

plus que I'ennui, et le tourbillon de Laufanne e'tonneroit un phi-

lofophe accoutume, depuis tant d'anne'es a la tranquillite de Lon-

dres. Vous etes trop inftruit pour regarder ce propos, comme
une mauvaife plaifanterie ; c'eft dans les detrolts qu'on eft en-

traine par la rapidite des courans : il n'y en a point en pleine

mer. Dcfqu'on ne recherche plus les plaifirs bruyans, et qu'on

s'affranchit volontiers des devoirs penibles, la liberte d'un fimple

particulier fe fortifie par I'immenfite' de la ville. Quant a moi,,

I'application a mon grand ouvrage, I'habitude, et la re'compenfe

du travail, m'ont rendu plus ftudieux, plus fe'dentaire, plus ami de

la retraite. La chambre des communes et les grands diners exigent

beaucoup de terns ; et la temperance d'un repas Anglois, vous permet

de gouter de cinq ou fix vins differens, et vous ordonne de boire une

bouteille de claret apres le de'fert. Mais enfin je ne foupe jamais, je

me couche de bonne heure, je re^ois peu de vilites, les matine'es font

longues, les e'te's font libres, et defque je ferme maporte; je fuis oublie

du Monde entier. Dans une focie'te' plus bornee et plus amicale, les

3: de'marclxef
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demarches font publiques, les droits font reciproques, Ton dine

de bonne heure, on fe goute trop pour ne pas pafler rapres-midi

enfemble j on foupe, on veille, et les plaifirs de la foiree ne laiflcnt

pas de deranger le repos de la nuit, et le travail du lendemain Quel

eft cependant le refultat de cesplaintes ? c'eft feulement que la mariee

eft trop belle, et que j'ofe me fervir de I'excufe honnete de la fante

€t du privilege d'un homme de lettres ; il ne tiendra qu'a moi de

mode'rer un peu I'exces de mes jouiffances. Pour cet engouement

que vous m'annoncez, et qui a toujours e'te le dc'faut des peuples les

plus fpirituels, je I'ai deja eprouve fur un plus grand theatre. II y a

fix ans que I'ami de Madame Necker fut recu a Paris, comme celui

de George Deyverdun pourroit I'etre a Laufanne. Je ne connois

rien de plus flateur que cet accueil favorable d'un public poli et

e'claire'. Mais cette faveur, fi douce pour I'etranger, n'eft-elle pas

un peu dangereufe pour I'habitant expofe a voir fietrir fes lauriers,

par fa faute ou par I'inconftance des fes juges ? Non ; on fe foutient

toujours, pent etre pas precifement, au meme point d'ele'vation.

'A Tabri de trois gros volumes in quarto en langue e'trangere, encore

ce qui n'eft pas un petit avantage, je conferverai toujours la reputa-

tion litteraire, et cette reputation donnera du relief aux qualite's

fociales, fi Ton trouve I'hiftorien fans travers, fans afFe£lation et

fans pre'tenfions. Je feral done charme et content de votre fociete,

€t j^aurois pu dire en deux mots, ce qui j'ai bavarde en deux pages
;

mais 11 y a tant de plaifir a bavarder avec un ami ! car enfin je

poflede a Laufanne un veritable ami ; et les fimples connoifTances

remplaceront fans beaucoup de peine, tout ce qui s'appelle liaifon, et

meme amitie', dans ce vafte de'fert de Londres, Mais au moment ou

j'e'crls, je vols de tous cotes une foule d'objets dont la perte fera blen

plus difficile a reparer. Vous connolffiez ma blbliotheque ; mais je

fuls en e'tat de vous rendre le propos de votre maifon c ejl h'tcn

autre chofe a cette heure ; formee peu a peu, mais avec beaucoup de

foin et de depenfe, elle peut fe nommer aujourd'hui un beau cabinet de

particuller.
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partlculier. Non content de rcmpUr a rangs redoubles la meilleiirc

piece qui lui etoit deftinee, elle s'eft deborde'e dans la chambre fur la

rue, dans votre ancienne chambre a coucher, dans la micnne, dans

tous les recoins de la maifon de Bentinck-Jireet ^ ct jufques dans unc

chaumiere que je me fuis donnee a Hampton Court.

J'ai mllle courtifans ranges autour de moi

:

Ma rctraite eft men Louvre, ct j'y commande en roi.

Le fonds eft de lameilleurecompagnieGrecque, Latinc, Italicane;

Francoile, et Angloife, et les auteurs les moins chers a I'homme de gout,

des eccle'fiaftiques, des Byzantins, des Orientaxix, font les plus ne'ceflaires

al'hiftorien de la decadence et de la chute, &c. Vous ne fentez que

trop bien le de'fagre'ment de laifler, et rimpoflibllite' do tranfportcr

cinq ou fix milles volumes, d'autant plus que le ciel n'a pas voulu

faire de la SuifTe, un pays maritime. Cependant mon zele pour la

reuflite de nos projets communs, me fait imaginer que ces obftacles

pourront s'applanir, et que je puis ad'oucir cu fupporter ces privations

douloureufes. Les bons auteurs clafliques, la bibliotheque des nations,

fe retrouvent dans tous les pays. Laufanne n'eft pas depourvu de

livres, ni de politefle, et j'ai dans I'efprit qu'on pourroit acquerir pour

un certain terns, quelque bibliotheque d'un vieillard ou d'un mineur,

dont la famille ne voudroit pas fe dcfaire entierement. Quant aux

outils de mon travail, nous commencerons par examiner I'ctat de

nos lichefles ; apres quoi il faudroit faire un petit calcul du prix, du

poids et de la rarete de chaque ouvrage, pour juger de ce qu'il

feroit ne'ceflaire de tranfporter de Londres, et de ce qu'on acheteroit

plus commodement en Suifle ; a I'egard de ces frais, on devroit les

envifager comme les avances d'une jnanufadlure tranfplante'e en pays

etranger, et dont on efpere retirer dans la fuite un profit raifonnable.

Malheureufement votre bibliotheque publique, en y ajoutant meme
-celle de M. de Bochat, eft aflez piteufe ; mais celles de Berne et de

VOL. I. 4 F Bafle
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Buflc font tres nombreufes, et je compterois aflez fur la bonhommie

Hclvctique, pour efperer que, moyennant des recommandations et

des cautions, il me feroit permis d'en tirer les livres dont j'aurois

eflentiellement befoin. Vous etes tres bien place pour prendre les

informations, et pour fixer les de'marches convenables ; mais vous

voyez du moins combien je me retourne de tous les cotes, pour

efquiver la difficulte la plus formidabk.

Venons a prefent a des objets moins relevc's, mais tres Importans

a I'exiftence et au bien etre de I'animal, le logcment, les domeftiques*

et la table. Pour mon appartement partieulier, une chambre a

coucher, avec un grand cabinet et une antichambre, auroient fuffi a

tous mes befoins ; mais fi vous pouvez vous en paffer, je me pro-

menerai avec plaifir dans I'immenfite de vos onze pieces, qui s'ac-

commoderont fluis doute aux heures et aux faifons differentes. L'article

des domeftiques renferme une aflez forte difficulte', fur la quelle je

dois vous confulter. Vous connoifl!ez, et vous eftimez Caplin mon

valet de chambre, maitre d'hotel, &c. qui a e'te nourri dans notre

maifon, et qui comptoit y finir fes jours. Depuis votre de'part,

fes talens et fes vertus fe font deVeloppes de plus en plus, et je le

confidere bien moins fur le pied d'un domeftique, que fur celui

d'un ami. Malheureufement il ne fait que I'Anglois, et jamais il

n'apprendra de langue etrangere. II m'accompagna, il y a fix ans,

dans mon voyage a Paris, mais il rapporta fidelement a Londres

toute I'ignorance, ct tous les prcjuges d'un bon patriote. 'A Lau-

fanne il me couteroit beaucoup, et a I'exception du fervice perfonel,

il ne nous feroit que d'une tres petite utilite'. Cependant je fup-

porterois volontiers cette de'penfe, mais je fuis tres perfuade' que, fi

fon attachement le portoit a me fuivre, il s'ennuyeroit a mourir dans

un pavs ou tout lui feroit etranger et de'fagrcable. II faudroit done

me de'tacher d'un homme dont je connois le zele, la fidelite', rompre

tout d'un coup de petites habitudes qui font lie'es avec le bien etre

journalier et momentane', et fe refoudre a lui fubftituer un vifage

7 nouveau,
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nouveau, pent etre uii mauvais fujet, toujours quelque avant'urier

Suifle prls fur le pave de Londres. Vous rappellez vous un certain

Georges Suifle qui a fait autrefois avec moi, le voyage de France et

d'ltalie ? Je le crois marie et e'tabli a Laufanne ; s'il vit encore, (i

vous pouvez I'engager a fe rendre ici, pour me ramener en Suifle,

la compagnie d'un bon et ancien ferviteur ne laifleroit pas d'adoucir

la chute, et il refl:eroit pent etre aupres de moi, jufqu'a ce que nous

euflions choifi un jeune homme du pays, adroit, modefte ct bien

eleve', a qui je ferois un parti avantageux. Les autres domefl:iques,

gouvernantes, laquais, cuifiniere, &c. fe prennent et fe renvoyent

fans diflSculte'. Un article bien plus important, c'efl: notre table, car

enfiji nous ne fommes pas aflez hermites, pour nous contenter des

legumes et des fruits de votre jardin, tout excellens qu'ils font ; mais

je n'ai prefque rien a ajouter a I'honnetete de vos propos, qui me
donnent beaucoup plus de plaifir que de furprife. Si je me trouvois

fans fortune, au lieu de rougir des bienfaits de I'amitie, j'accepterois

vos offres auflS fimplement que vous les faites. Mais nous ne fom-

mes pas reduits a ce point, et vous comprenez aflez qu'une decon-

fiture Angloife laiflTe encore une fortune fort de'cente au Pays de Vaud,

ct pour vous dire quelque chofe de plus pre'cis, je dc'penferois fans

peine et fans inconvenient cinq ou fix cens Louis. Vous connoiflez

le refultat auflTi bien que les details d'un menage ; en fuppofant une

petite table de deux philofophes Epicuriens, quatre, cinq, ou fix

domefl:iques, des amis aflez fouvent, des repas aflez rarement, beau-

coup de fenfualite, et peu de luxe, a combien eftimez vous en gros

le dcpenfe d'un mois et d'une annee ? Le partage que vous avez deja

fait, me paroit des plus raifonnables ; vous me logez, et je vous

nourris. 'A votre calcul, j'ajouterois mon entretien perfonnel, habits

plaifirs, gages de domeftiques, &c. et je verrois d'une maniere aflez

nette, I'enfemble de nion petit etabliflement.

Apres avoir efliiye' tant de de'tails minutiex, le cher ledeur s'ima-

gine fans doute que la refolution de me fixer pendant quelque tems

4 F 2 aux
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aux bords du Lac Lcman, eft parfaitement decidce. Helas ! rieu

n'eft moins vrai ; mais je me fuis livre' au charme delicieux de

compter, de fonder, de palper ce bonheur, dont je fens tout le prix,

qui eft a ma portee, et auquel j'aurai pent etre la betife de renoncer.

Vous avez raifon de croire, mais vous ignorcz jufqu'a quel point

vous I'avez, que ma carricre politique a t'te plus femce d'epines que de

rofes. Eh ! quel objet, quel mortel, pourroit me confoler de I'ennui

des affaires, et de la honte de la dcpendauce ? La gloire ? Comme

homme de lettrcs, j'en jouis, comme orateur je ne I'aurai jamais, et

le nom des fimples foldats eft oublic dans les vidtoires auffi bien que-

dans les d;faites. Le devoir. Dans ces combats a I'aveugle, ou les

chefs ne cherchent que leur avantage particulier, il y a toujours a

parier que les fubalternes feront plus de mal que de bien. Vattache-

mei7t ptrjonnel F Les miniftres font rarement dignes de I'infpirer
;

jufqu'a prefent Lord North m'a pas eu a fe plaindre de moi, et fi je

me retire du Parlement, il lui fera tres aife d'y fubftituer un autre

muet, tout aufTi afhde que fon ancien ferviteur. Je fuis intiraement

convaincu, et par la raifon, et par le fentiment, qu'il n'y a point <ie

parti, qui me convienne auffi bien que de vivre avec vous, et aupres

de vous a Laufanne ; et fi je parviens a la place (Commijfioner ofthe

Exc'ife or Cujioms) ou je vife, il y aura toutes les femaines cinq

longues matine'es, qui m'avertiront de la folie de mon choix.. Vous

vous trompez a la vc'rite a I'egard de I'inftabilite' de ces emplois ; ils-

font prefques les feuls qui ne fe reflentent jamais des reVolutions du

miniftere. Cependant fi cette place s'offroit bientot, je n'aurois pas le-

bon fens et le courage de la refufer. Quels autres confeillers veux je

prendre, fi non mon coeur et ma raifon ? II en eft de puiflans et

toujours e'coutes : les e'gards, la mauvaife honte, tons mes amis, ou

foi difant tels, s'ecrieront que je fuis un homme perdu, ruine, un

fou qui fe derobe a fes protedeurs, un mifanthrope qui s'exile au

bout du monde, et puis les exagerations fur tout ce qui feroit

fait en ma faveur, fi furement, fi promptement, fi liberalement.

13 Milord
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Milord Sheffield opinera a me faire interdire et enfermer ; mes deux

tantes et ma belle mere fe plaindront que je les quitte pour jamais,

&c. Et I'embarras de prendre mon bonnet de nuit, comme difoit

le lage Fontenelle, lorfqu'il n'etoit queftion que de ic coucher, com-

bien de bonnets de nuit ne me faudra-t-il pas prendre, et les prendre

tout feul, car tout Ic monde, amis, parens, domeftiques, s'oppofera.

a ma fuite. Voila a la vc'rite des obftacles aflez peu redoutables, et

en les de'crivant, je fens qu'ils s'affoibliflent dans mon efprit. Grace

a ce long bavardage vous connoiflez mon inte'rieur, comme moi

meme, c'eft a dire affez mal ; mais cette incertitude, tres amicale pour

moi, feroit tres facheufe pour vous. Votre re'ponfe me parviendra:

vers la fin de Juillet, et huit jours aprcs, je vous promets une re-

plique nette et dc'cifive : Je pars ou Je rejle. Si je pars, cc fera au

milieu de Septembre ; je mangerai' les raifms de votre treille, les pre«

miers jours d'0£lobre, et vous aurez encore le tems de me charger

de vos commiffions. Ne me dites plus: Monfieur^ et tres cher ami ^.

le premier eft froid,, le fecond eft fuperflu.

N" CLIir.

M. Deyverdun a M. Gibbon.

J*
/TE voila un peu embarraffc a£luellement ; je ne dois vous appeller

-^ ni Monfieur, ni ami. Eh bien ! vous faurez qu'etant parti

Samedi de Strafbourg, pendant que je venois iyi, votre feconde lettre

alloit la, et qu'ainfi je reyus votre troifieme, Dimanche, et votre

leconde, hier. La mention que vous y faifiez du Suifle George, dont

je n'ai pu rien trouver dans la premiere, m'afait comprendre qu'il y en

avoit une feconde^ et j'ai cru devoir attendre un courier, la troifieme

n'exigeant pas de re'ponfe.

Pour votre parole, permettez que je vous en difpenfe encore, et

meme jufqu'au dernier jour, je fens bien qu'un proce'de' contraire,

vous
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vous convlendroit ; mais certes il ne me convient pas du tout. Ceci,

comme vous le dites, eft une efpece de manage, et penfez vous que

malgre les engagemens les plus folemnels, je n'eufle pas reconduit

chez elle, du pied des autels, la femme la plus aimable qui m'eut

teraoigne des regrets. Jamais je ne me confolerois, fi je vous voyois

me'content dans la fuite, et dans le cas de me faire des reproches.

C'eft a vous a faire, fi vous croyez ne'ceffaire, des demarches de votre

cote, qui fortifient votre reTolution
;
pour moi, je n'en ferai point d'ef-

fentielles, jufqn'^ ce que j'aye reyu encore une lettre de vous. Apres

ee petit preambule, parlous toujours comme fi Taffaire e'toit de'cide'e,

et repaflbns votre lettre. Tout ce que vous dites des grandes et

petites villes, eft tres vrai, et votre comparaifon des detroits et de la

pleine mtr, eft on ne peut pas plus jufte et agreable ; mais enfin,

amme on fait fan lit, on fe couche, difoit Sancho Pancha d'agreable

memoire, et qui peut mieux faire fon lit a fa guife qu'un etranger,

qui, n'ayant ni devoirs d'e'tat ni de fang a remplir, peut vivre en-

tierement Ifole, fans que perfonne y puiffe trouver a redire ? Moi

meme, bourgeois et citoyen de la ville, je fuis prefqu'entierement

libre. L'ete, par exemple, je detefte de m'enfermer le foir dans des

chambres chaudes, pour faire une partie. Eh bien ! on m'a perfe-

cute un peu la premiere anne'e ; a prefent on me laiffe en repos. II y

aura fans doute quelque changement dans votre maniere de vivre

;

mais il me femble qu'on fe fait aifement a cela. Les diners, furtout

en femmes, font tres tares; les foupers peu grands; on refte plutot

pour etre enfemble, que pour manger, et plufieurs perfonnes ne s'af-

feyent point. Je crois, tout compte' et rabattu, que vous aurez en-

core plus de tems pour le cabinet qu'a Londres ; on fort peu le

matin, et quand nos amis communs viendront chez moi, et vous

demanderont, je leur dlrai; " ce n'eft pas un oififcomme vous autres,

"
il travaille dans fon cabinet," et ils fe tairont refpedlueufement.

Pour les bibliotheques publiques, votre idee ne pourroit, je penfe,

fe re'alifcr pour un ledeur, ou meme un e'crivain ordinaire, mais un

homme
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homine qui joiie un role dans la rcpublique des lettres, un Iiomme

aime et confidc're, trouvera, je m'imagiae, bien des facilitcs ; d'ailleurs,

j'ai de bons amis a Berne, et je prendrai ici des informatione.

Paflbns a la table. Si j'etois a Laufanne, cet article feroit plus fur,

je pourrois revoir ines papiers, conllilter
;

j'ai une chienne de me-

moire. 'A vue de pays cela pourra aller de 20 a 30 Louis par mois,

plus ou moins, vous fentez, fuivaat la friaiidlfe, et le plus ou moins

de convives. Marquez moi dans votre premiere combien vous coute

le votre.

Je fens fort bien tous les bonnets de nuit : point de grands change-

mens fans embarras, meme fans regrets ; vous en aurez quelque-

fois fans doute : par exemple, fi votre falle a manger, votre falle de

compagnie, font plus riantes, vous perdrez pour le vafe de la bibli-

otheque. Pour ce qui eft des reprefentations, des difcours au moins

inutiles, il me femble que le mieux feroit de mafquer vos grandes

operations, de ne parler que d'une courfe, d'une vifite chez moi, de

fix mois ou plus ou moins. Vous feriez bien, je penfe, d'aller chez

mon ami Louis TeiiTier ; c'eft un brave et honnete homme, qui m'eft

attache, qui aime notre pays ; il vous donnera tout plein de bons

confeils avec zele, et vous gardera le fecret.

Vous aurez quelquefois a voti'e table un poete ;—oul, Monfieur, un
poete :— nous en avons un enfin. Procurez vous un volume 8vo.

Po'efies Hehetienncs^ impr'imes Vaimee pajpe che% Moi/fer^ a Lai/fanne.

Vous trouverez entr'autres dans I'epitre au jardinier de la grotte,

votre ami et votre pare. Toute la profe eft de votre tres humble

ferviteur, qui defire qu'elle trouve grace devant vous.

Le Comte de Caglioftro a fait un fejour a. Londres. On ne fait qui il

eft, d'ou il eft, d'ou il tire fon argent ; il exerce gratis fes talens

pour la me'decine ; il a fait des cures admirables ; mais c'eft d'ailleurs

le compofe' le plus etrange. J'ai cefle de prendre fes re'medes qui

m'echauffbient—I'homme d'ailleurs me gatoit le me'decin. Je fuis

revenu a Bafle avec mon ami. Adieu j re'crivez moi le plutot poffible.
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N" CLIV.

Af. Gibbon a M. Deyverddn.

Hampton Court, ce i Juillet J783,

A PR ES avoir pris ma refolutlon, I'honneur, et ce qui vaut encore

mieux ramitie, me defendent de vous laiflei- un moment dans

rincerdtude. Jh pars. Je vous en donne ma parole, et comme

je fuis bien aife de me fortifier d'un nouvcau lien, je vous pric tres

fe'rieufement de ne pas m'en difpenfer. Ma pofleffion, fans doute, ne

vaut pas celle de Julie ; mais vous ferez plus inexorable que St. Preux.

Je ne fens plus qu'une vive impatience pour notre reunion. Mais

le mois d'Oftobre eft encore loin
; 92 jours, et nous aurons tout le

terns de prendre, et de nous donner des eclairciflcmens dont nous

avons befoin. Apres un mur examen, je renonce au voyage de

George Suifte, qui me paroit incertain, cher et difficile. Apres

tout mon valet de chambre et ma bibliotheque, font les deux articles

les plus embarraflans. Si je ne retenois pas ma plume, je remplirols

fans peine la feuille ; mais il ne faut pas paffer du filence, a un babil

intariflable. Seulement fi je connois le Comte de Caglioftro, cet

homme extraordinaire, &c. Savez vous le Latin ? oui, fans doute
j

mais faites, comme fi je ne le favois point. Quand retournez vous

a Laufanne vous meme ? Je penfe que vous y trouverez une petite

bete bien aimable, mais tant foit peu me'chante, qui fe nomme

Milady Elizabeth Fofter
;
parlez lui de moi, mais parlez en avec

difcre'tion ; elle a des correfpondances partout. Vale.
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Edward Gibbon ^fquire to the Right Honourable Lord Sn2?n-ELi>J

July loth, 1783,

'you will read the following lines with more patience and attention

than you would probably give to an hafty conference, perpe-

tually interrupted by the opening of the door, and perhaps by the

quicknefs of our own tempers. I neither exped nor defirc an an-

fwer on a fubjed of extreme importance to myfelf, but which

friendlhip alone can render interefting to you. We fliall foon meet

at Sheffield.

It is needlefs to repeat the reflexions which we have fometimes

debated together, and which I have often ferloufly weighed in my
filent folitary walks. Notwithftanding your adlive and ardent fpirit,

you mull allow that there is fome perplexity in iiiy prefent fituation,

and that my future profpeds are diftant and cloudy. I have lived

too long in the world to entertain a very fangulne idea of the friend-

fhip or zeal of minifterial patrons ; and we are all fenfible how much
the powers of patronage are reduced. * * * * -* 4
« * » * * * » * « * ****** *. At the end of the Parliament, or rather

long before that time, (for their lives are not worth a year's pur-

chafe,) our Minifters are kicked down ftairs, and I am left their dif-

interefted friend, to fight through another oppofitlon, and to expe<3:

the fruits of another revolution. But I will take a more favourable

fuppofition, and conceive myfelf in fix months firmly feated at the

board of culloras ; before the end oi the next fix months I fhould

infallibly hang myfelf. Inilead of regretting my difappointmeiit, I

rejoice in my efcape ; as I am fatisfied that no falary could pay me
for the irklbmeneis of attendance, and the drudgery of bufinefs fe

VOL. U 40 repugnant



594 LETTERS TO AND FROM

repugnant to my tafte, (and I will dare to fay,) fo unworthy of my
charafter. Without looking forwards to the pofTibility, ftill more

remote, of exchanging that laborious office for a fmaller annuity,

there is furely another plan, more rejifonable, more fimple, and more

pleafant ; a temporary retreat to a quiet and lefs expenfive fcene.

In a four years refidence at Laufanne, I fhould live within my in-

come, fave, and even accumulate, my ready money ; finifh my
Hiftory, an obje£l of profit, as well as fame, expedl the contin-

gencies of elderly lives, and return to England at the age of fifty,

to form a lading independent eftablifhment, without courting the

iiniles of a Minifter, or apprehending the downfal of a party. Such

have been my ferious fober refledlions. Yet I much queftion^

whether I fhould have found courage to follow my reafon and

jny inclination, if a friend had not ftretched his hand to draw me

out of the dirt. The twentieth of laft May I wrote to my friend

Deyverdun, after a long interval of filence, to expofe my fituation,

and to confult in what manner I might beft arrange myfelf at Lau-

fanne. From his anfwer, which I received about a fortnight ago,

I have the pleafure to learn, that his heart and his houfe are both

open for my reception ; that a family which he had lodged for fome

years is about to leave him, and that at no other time my company

could have been fo acceptable and convenient. I fhall ftep, at my
arrival, into an excellent apartment and a delightful fituation ; the fair

divifion of our expences will render them very moderate, and I ihall

pafs my time with the companion of my youth, whofe temper and

fludies have always been congenial to my own. I have given him

my word of honour to be at Laufanne in the beginning of October,

and no power or perfuafion can divert me from this irrevocable

refolution, which I am every day proceeding to execute.

I wifh, but I fcarcely hope, to convince you of the propriety of

my fcheme ; but at leaft you will allow, that when we are not able to

prevent xhe/ollies of our friends, we Ihould ftrive to render them as

eafy
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eafy and harmlefs as poflible. The arrangement of my lioufc, fur-

niture, and books will be left to meaner hands, but it is to your zeal

and judgment alone that I can trull the more important difj[)ofaI of

Lenborough and * * * * *. On thefe fubjedts wc may go

into a committee at Shefiield-Place, but you know it is the rule of a

committee, not to hear any arguments againft the principle of the

bill. At prefent I fhall only obferve, that neither of thefe negocia-

tions ought to detain me here ; the former may be difpatched as well,

the latter much better, in my abfence. Vale.

N° CLVI.

M. Gibbon a M. Deyverdun.

• Sheffield-Place, le 31 Juillet 1783.

XT'OTRE papier s'eft furieufement rappetife' j vous avez fi bien re-

tranche le fuperflu, que vous oubliez I'eflentiel, et ce n'eft que

par des conjectures fines et favantes que je devine la date du tems et du

lieu. Quant a moi je fuis aduellement au chateau de Milord Sheffield,

a quarante milles de Londres, ce qui ajoute deux jours pour I'arrivee

et le de'part du courier. Je re9ois votre lettre (je ne fais du quan-

tieme) le 30 Juillet de I'an'de grace 1783, je reponds du 31 du dit mpis

et de la dite annee. Le zele ne fe rallentit point pour la confumma-

tion du grand oeuvre. Je fens votre procede' de'licat et ge'ne'reux, et

quoique je n'eufle pas e'te fache' de trouver dans votre fermete, un

appui a la mienne, mon inclination eft fi bien affermie fur la bafe

ine'branlable de I'inclination et de la raifon, que je ne crains plus les

obftacles exte'rieurs ni interieurs. Defque j'ai ole fixer mon de'part,

les nuages qui le couvrolent, fe font e'vanouis ; les montagnes s'ap-

lanilToient devant moi, et les dragons qui s'e'toient prefente's fur

ma route, fe font apprivoife's. La femaine paflc'e, je frappai le

402 grand
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grand coup par la caflation du bail de ma maifon de Bent'mck-Jireet

\

et apres le mols de Saptembre, fi je nc couche pas a Lauilmne, je

<:oucherai dans la rue. Mes difFcreas bonnets de nuit s'arrangent

tous les jours, avec beaucoup d*ordre et de facilitc. Lord Sheffield

lui meme, ce terrible St. George, vrai champion de I'Angleterre, s'eft

rendu a mes raifons, ou plutot aux votres. II eft charme' du tableau

de votre premiere lettre, et malgre I'a^livite de fon ame, au lieu de

ihe co'ndamner, 11 me porte envie ; et nous dlfputons (un peu en

I'air) fur le projet d'une vifite que lui, fon amiable compagne et fa,

fille ainee, fc propofent de nous faire dans deux ans aux bords du

Lac Leman. Bien loin de combattre mon deffein, il me confeille,

il me feconde dans I'exe'cution, et je n'aurai pas befoin de recourir

aux lumieresde votre ami Louis Teyffier, d'autant plus que pour les

menus details de la correfpondence etrangere, je trouve dans le

libraire Elmfly un confeiller fage, inftruit et difcret, * * * ***-*********
Votre caicul de la depenfe de la maifon furpaffe, non pas abfolument

mesmoyens, mais un peu mes efpe'rances et mes conjectures. La

confumraation en Suiffe n'eft point charge'e d'impots ; le vin y coule

comme I'eau de fontaine j votre jardin produit des fruits et des-

le'gumes* Se peut il que vingt ou trente Louis fe de'penfent tous les

mois pour le pain, la viande,. le bois, la chandelle, quelque-peu de

vin ctranger, les domeftiques dc la cuifmc, &c. ? Je me flatte que-

dans I'incertitude, vous avez cave au plus fort ; mais enfin tout ce

detail fe reglera fuivant nos gouts- et nos facultes ; et un. mois> d'ex-

perience fera. plus inftru£tif que cent pages de raifonnemens. La

comparaifon que vous me demandez de mon me'nage de Londres, ne

meneroit a rien. ^A la rigueur je ne tiens pas maifon
;
je ne donne

prefque jamais a manger i en hyver je dine affez rarement chez moi;

je ne foupe jamais; et une partie aflez confide'rable de la depenfe-

(celle des clubs et des tavernes] n'entre point dans le compte de la.

maifon.-
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malfon. Ma nourriture domcftlque n'excede pas toutefols votre

calcul Laufannois ; mais je fens la difference entre le petit convert

trifle et mefquin d'un garfon, et la table honnete ct hofpitallere de

deux amis, qui auront d'autres amis, &c.

Votre idee de mafquer mes grands ope'rations eft de la plus pro-

fonde politique ; mais les dtclarations, et meme les demarches qui

feront neceffaires pour me retirer de la Chambre des Communes, dc-

clareront un peu trop tot I'e'tendue de mes projets. Cependant on

peut tirer quelque parti de cette honnete difTimulation, pour calmer

un peu les fcrupules, et les regrets des dames agees que vous con-

noiflez, et que vous ne connoiffez pas. Mais le moyen le plus efE-

cace pour arrcter, ou pour ne pas ecouter les mauvais difcours, c'eft

de s'y derober par une prompte fuite, et depuis que ma re'folution a

e'te' prife, je compte les jours et les momens. Le 10 du mois prochaia

je retournerai a Londres, ou je travaillerai vivement a preparer ce

grand changement d'etat. J'attends tous les jours la re'ponfe de Ma-
dame Gibbon, a qui j'ai tache de perfuader qu'une entrevue de trois.

ou quatre jours a Bath, feroit moins douce qu'amere a tous les deux,.

Si elle fe rend, ou fait femblant de fe rendre a, mes raifows, je

compte que tout fera fini la premiere, ou du moins la feconde fe-

maine de Septembre, et comme je couperai droit par la Champagne,

et la Franche-Comte', je pourrois fort bien me trouver a Laufannc

vers le 20 ou le 25 de ce mois la, fuppofe' toujours que cette prompti-

tude vous convienne, que votre maifon fera libre, et que vous y
ferez rendu vous meme. J'avois quelque ide'e de me dctourner par

Strafbourg, de vous prendre a Bafle, et de pafTer avec vous par

Berne, &c. mais, tout bien conrKk're, j'aime mieux abreger le grand'

voyage et referver cette promicnade (fi nous avions envie de la faire)

pour une fidfon plus tranquille. J'attends votre re'ponfe dans une

trentaine de jours ; mais fans I'attendre je vous ecrirai de Londres,

pour continuer le fil de I'hiftoire, et peut etre pour vous charger de

i quelques
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quelques achats de livres, qui fe feront plus commodcment a Baflc

qu'a Laufanne. Vous ne me donnez point de commiffions. Cc-

pendant ce pays n'eft pas fans induftrie. Milord et Milady Shef-

field vous embraffent tres amicalement. Ce fera pour mois la perte

la plus fenfible.

N° CLVII.

Edward Gibbon Efqnlrc to the Right Honourable Lord Sheffield,

Monday, Auguftigth, 1783.

TN the preparation of my journey I have not felt any circumftance

more deeply than the kind concern of Lady Sheffield and the iilent

grief of Mrs. Porten. Yet the age of my friends makes a very

effential difference. I can fcarcely hope ever to fee my aunt again

;

but I flatter myfelf, that in lefs than two years, my Jj/Ier will make

me a vifit, and that in lefs than four, I fhall return it with a cheerful

heart at Sheffield-Place. Bufmefs advances ; this morning my books

were fhipped for Rouen, and will reach Laufanne almoft as foon

as myfelf. On Thurfday morning the bulk of the library moves

from Bentinck-flreet to Downing-llreet. I Ihall efcapc from the

noife to Hampton Court, and fpend three or four days in taking

leave. I want to know your precife motions, what day you arrive

in town, whether you vifit Lord ******* before the races,

&c. I am now impatient to be gone, and fhall only wait for a laft

Interview with you. Your medley of judges, advocates, politicians,

&c. is rather »/e/}^I than pleafant. Town is a vaft folltude. Adieu.
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N** CLVIIL

T/je Same to the Same.

Bentinck-street, Auguft zoth, 1783.

JAM now concluding one of the mofl unpleafant days of my life.

Will the day of our meeting again be accompanied with propor-

tionable fatisfadtion ? The bufmefs of preparation will ferve to agi-

tate and divert 77iy thoughts ; but I do not like your brooding over

melancholy ideas in your folitude, and I heartily wifh that both you

and my dear Lady S. would immediately go over and pafs a week at

Brighton. Such is our imperfect nature, that diffipation is a far

more efficacious remedy than refledion. At all events, let me hear

from you foon. j I have palled the evening at home, without gaining;

any intelligence.

N'' CLIX.

M. Deyverdun a M. Gibbon.

De Neuchatel, le 20 Aout 1735.

Tl y long terns que je n'ai ete auffi mecontent de moi que je le fuis

dans ce moment
;

j'ai fait par I'eve'nement une grande e'tourderie
;

j'ai manque a ceux qui me quittent, et a celui qui vient me joindre ;

enfin je me fuis tres mal conduit. M. * * * * «-, qui loge chez moi,

me paroiffoit li difpofe a quitter ma maifon, quand je partis au printems,

que ne doutant pas qu'il ne trouvat a s'arranger pendant tout I'e'te,

je la regardois deja d'avance comme vacante. Le plaiiir extreme

que j'avois a vous I'ofTrir, n'a pas peu contribue a foutenir cette il-

lufion ; enfin n'entendant parler cependant de rien, je lui ai e'crit,

apres avoir re^u il y a fix jours votre derniere, et il vient de me

2 re'pondre
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re'pondre qu'il n'a ricn trouve encore, mals qu'il n'epargnera ni folns

ni depenfes, pour deloger, je ne lui ai au refte point marque de quoi

il e'toit qucftion ; mais je I'ai prie' de me dire a quelle epoque il

croyoit que ma maifon pourroit etre vacantc. Je lui recrirai demain,

car il me parait qu'il eft pique', et tel que je le connois, malgre' ce

que je pourrai lui marquer, il fera fort emprefle a decamper ; mais

malgre' cela, il ne faut plus compter fur la maifon entiere pour votre

arrive'e.

Je vous demande mille pardons, mon cher ami, je me mets a

votre merci ; et en verite fi vous me voyiez en ce moment, vous

auriez pitie de moi. Que nous refte-t-il a faire ? car enfin il ne faut

pas perdre la tete. J'ai un appartement de deux chambres fans lit, et

deux petits cabinets, ou vous pourriez etre paffablement, en attend-

ant que la maifon fut tout a fait libre ; le tout eft a plein pied de la

terrafle, je me procurerois un logement au bout de mon jardin, et nous

pourrions nous faire apporter a manger, chofe pratique'e par nombre

de Grands Seigneurs, entr'autres par Monfeigneur le Margrave

•d'Anfpacb. 2. Ou bien-louerun appartement garni que nous occu-

perons enfemble. Ou enfin 3. pafler I'hyver dans quelle autre ville

du Continent qu'il vous plaira choifir, ou j'irai vous joindre et vous

porter mes excufes. Une re'flexion que je fais dans ce moment ci, et

qui me confole un peu, c'eft que dans votre premiere lettre, votre refo-

lution ne tenoit point a ma maifon, ni meme a I'idee de loger et vivre

avec moi. Ce fecond article aura toujours lieu, s'il vous convient, et le

premier ne feraque difTe're'jainfiappaifez vous,mon cher ami, pardonnez

moi, et ecrivez moi tout de fuite lequel de ces partis vous convient le

mieux, pour que je m'v conforme; ou fi vous en imaginez un nouveau,

annoncez le moi. Une reflexion qui contribue encore a me confoler,

c'eft que peiidant le tems que nous camperons ainfi en quelque manicre,

nous aurons le tems de bien voir autour de nous, et de nous an-angei*

k notre aife, d'une maniere ftable et commode pour notre e'tablifle-

ment. Encore une fois cependant, mon cher ami, millc pardons.

Milord
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Milord Sheffield s'ell montrc plus raifonnable que jc ne Taurais

cru ; diantre ! n'allez pas dire cela a. fa feigneurie ; mais dites-lui, je

vous prie, combien me plait I'efpoir d'avoir I'honneur de le con-

noitre
;
je vois encore d'ici fon beau pare ct le channant ruiflfeau.

Son fuffrage dans des circonftances qui doivent fans doute le pre'venir

contre moi, me fait le plus grand plaiiir, parceque je le regarde comme

une bien forte preuve que vous prenez un parti convenable a votre

bonheur. Des commiffions, jc ne faurais tiop que vous dire dans

ce moment ; comme vous avez une maifon monte'e, voyez s'il n'y

auroit pas des chofes Anglaifes auxquelles vous etes accoutume, et

qui vous feroient pkifir, on en pourroit rem.plir une caifle. Un fer-

vice de cette porcelaine de Bath, par exemple, nous conviendroit, ce

me femble, aflbz.

Une de mes craintes maiiTtenant, c'eft que cette lettre ne vous

parvienne peut etre point avant votre depart ; cela ferait tres

facheux. Toujours aurai-je foin de me trouver a Laufanne, au moins

vers le milieu de mois prochain. Des couriers, cOmme celui que

vous amencz, font ordinairement de vrai^ dom-eftiques de Grands

Seigneurs, chers ct importans ; mais vous les connoitrez en route.

Ne foyez pas trop fache' contre moi, du contretems que je vous annonce,

ct penfez qu'il y a enfin un appartement honnete de gar9on, ma
terraffe, mon jardin ct votre ami, qui ne peuvent vous manquer—

^

Tout a vous,

D.

N^ CLX.

Edward Gibbon Efquirc to the Right Honourable Lord Sheffield.

Friday, Augull :2d, 1783.

J AM aftoniflned with your apparition and flight, and am at a lofs

to conjedlure the mighty and fudden bufinefs of * * * * *

which could not be delayed till next week, Tiraco * * * *,

yoL. I. 4 H their
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their felfifh cunning, and your fangulne unllifpcfting fpirlt. Kot

dreaming of your arrival, I thought it unneceflary to apprize you,

that I delayed Hampton to this day ; on Monday I fhali return, and

will expedt you Tuefday evening, either in Bentinck or Downing-

llreet, as you like beft. You have feen the piles of learning accu-

mulated in your parlour ; the tranfportation will be atchieved to-day,

and Bentinck-flreet is already reduced to a light. Ignorant habitation,

which I (hall inhabit till about the firft of September ; four days

inuft be allowed for clearing and packing ; thefe I fhall fpend in

Downing-ftreet, and after feeing you a moment on your return,

I flia;ll ftart about Saturday the fixth. London is a defert, and

life, without books, bufinefs, or fociety, will be fomewhat tedious.

"From this ftate, you will judge that your plan coincides very well,

only I think you ihould give me the whole of Wednefday in Ben-

tinck-ftreet. With regard to Bulhy, perhaps as a compliment to Lord

L, you had better defer it till your return. I admire Gregory Way,

and fhould envy him, if I did not poflefs a difpofition fomewhat

fimilar to his own. My Lady will be repofed, and reftored at

Brighton ; the torrent of Lords, Judges, &c. a proper remedy for

you, was a medicine ill-fuited to her conftitution. I tenderly em-

brace her.

N° CLXL

Edward Gibbon Efquire to the Right Honourable Lady Sheffield,

MY DEAR FRIEND, Bentinckstreet, Auguft 30th, 1783.

T?OR the names of Sheffellna, &c. are too playful for the ferious

temper of my mind. In the whole period of my life I do not

recoiled; a day in which I felt more unpleafant fenfations, than that on

which I took my leave of Shefileld-Place. I forgot my friend Deyver-

dun, and the fair profpeit of quiet and happinefs which awaits me at

Laufanne.
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Laufanne. I loft fight of our altnoft certain meeting at the end of

a term, which, at our age, cannot appear very diftant ; nor could I

amufe my uneafuiefs with the hopes, the more doubtful profped:, o^

your vifit to Switzerland. The agitation of preparing every thing

for my departure has, in fome degree, diverted thefc melancholy

thoughts
;
yet I ftill look forwards to the decifive day (to-morrow

fe'nnight) with an anxiety of which yourfelf and Lord S. have the

principal fhare.

Surely never any thing was fo imlucky as the unfeafonable death of

Sir John Rufl'el on his palTage to his friend at ShefEeld-Place, whicli

fo ftrongly reminded us of the inftabillty of human life and human

expedlations. The inundation of the affizes muft have diftrefTed

and overpowered you ; but I hope and I wifh to hear from yourfelf,

that the air of your favourite Brighton, the bathing, and the quiet

fociety of two or three friends have compofed and revived your

fpirits. Prefent my love to Sarah, and compliments to Mils Carter,

&c. Give me a fpeedy and fatisfadory line. I am moft truly yours.

N° CLXII.

Edward Gibbon Efqmre to the Right Honourable Lord Sheffield.

DowNJNO-sTREET, September 8th, 1783,

A S we are not unconfcious of each other's feelings, I fliall only

lay, that I am glad you did not go alone into Suflex ; an Ame-

rican rebel to difpute witii gives a diverfion to uneafy fpirits, and I

heartily wifhed for fuch a friend or adverfary during the remainder

of the day. No letter from Deyverdun ; the poft is arrived, but

two Flanders mails are due. ^olus does not feem to approve of my
defigns, and there is little merit in waiting till Friday. I fhoyld

wait with more relu£lance, did I think there was much chance

of fuccefs. I dine with Craufurd, and if any thing is decided,

4 H 2 will
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will fend an extraordinary Gazette. You have obliged me beyond

exprcffion, by your kindnefs to aunt Kitty ; fhe will drink her after-

noon tea at Sheffield next Friday. For my fake Lady S. will be

kind to the old lady, who will not be troublefome, and will vanifh

at the firft idea of Brighton. Has not that falubrious air already

produced fome effects ? Peace will be proclaimed to-morrow ; odd I

as war was never declared. The buyers of ftock feem as indifferent

as yourfelf about the definitive treaty. Tell Maria, that though you

had forgotten the Annales de la Vertu, I have direded them to be fent,

but know nothing of their plan or merit. Adieu. When you fee my
Lady, fay every thing tender and friendly to her. I did not know-

how much I loved her. She may depend upon my keeping a

feparate, though not perhaps a very frequent account with her.

^A propos^ I think aunt Kitty has a fecret wiih to fleep in my room
;

if it is not occupied, fhe might be indulged. Once more, adieu.

N'^ CLXIII.'

M. Gibbon a M. Deyverdun.

DowNiNG-sTREET, a LoNDREs, Ic 5 Septcmbrc 1785.

ELON ma diligence ordinaire je re'pondis le 31 Juillet a votre lettre

fans date, rec^ue le jour auparavant. Je voyois couler le mois

d'Aout, fortement perfuade' qu'il ne s'acheveroit point, fans m'ap-

porter votre ultimatum. Nous voici au 9 Septembre, quarante jours

depuis ma miffive, et je n'ai point encore de vos nouvelles ! II efl

vrai que des vents contraires nous retiennent deux malles de Flandres,

et vos de'peches peuvent et doivent s'y trouver. Mais fi elles ne

m'apportent rien de votre part, je ferai tres etonne, et pas moins

cmbarrafle. Se peut-il que vos lettres, ou les miennes fe foient

t'gart'es en chemin ? etes vous mort ? €tes vous malade ? avez vous

change d'avis ? eft-il furvenu des difficultes ? Je vous ai e'crit de nou-

I veau
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veau Ic 19 Aout; mais I'incertitude de mes craintes me fait encore

hazarderce billet. Aprcs des travaux inouis, j'ai enfin brife tous

mes liens, et depuis ma rcTolution, je n'ai pas eu un inftant de re-

grets ; ma vive impatience fe foi tifle tous les jours, et depuis que

j'ai abandonnc ma maifon et ma bibliotheque, I'ennui a prcte' des

ailes a I'efperance et a I'amitie. Enfin j'avois fixe men depart au

commencement de la femaine ; a cette heure il eft renvoye a Ven-

dredi prochain, 12 de ce mois, dans la fuppofition toujours d'une lettre

de votre part, car je ne faurois entreprendre ma courfe, lans etre

affure de la reception qui m'attend au bout. Je me ferai toujours

pre'cc'der par un mot de billet ; mais la faifon eft tellement orageufe,

qu'il me fera impoiTiblc d'arreter le jour de mon arrive'e a Laufanne,

jufqu'a ce que je me voye en furete' au-dela de la mer. Adieu.

Vous devez etre de retour a Laufanne. Annoncez moi aux enfans

des mes anciennes connoillances.

N° CLXIV.

Edward Gibbon Efquire to the Right Honourable Lord Sheffield.

Thurfday, September iith, 1783.

'T^'HE fcheme (which you may impart to my Lady) is completely

vanifhed, and I fupport the diiappointment with heroic pa-

tience. * * * * * * goes down to Chatfworth to-morrow, and

* * * does not recommend my waiting for the event
j
yet the ap-

pointment is not yet declared, and I am ignorant of the name and

merits of my fuccefsful competitor. Is it not wonderful that I am
ftill in fufpence, withovit a letter from Deyverdun ? No, it is not

wonderful, fince no Flanders mail is arrived : to-morrow three will

be due. I am therefore in a miferable ftate of doubt and anxiety

;

in a much better houfe indeed than my own^ but without books, or

bufinefs, or fociety. I fend or call two or three times each day to

Elmfly's, and can only fay that I ftiall fly the next day, Saturday,

Sunday,
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Sunday, &c. after I have got my quietus. Aunt Kitty was delighted

with my Lady's letter ; at her age, and in her fituation, every kind

attention is pleafant. I took my leave this morning ; and as I did

not wifh to repeat the fcene, and thought fhe would be better at

Sheffield, 1 fufFer her to go to-morrow. Your difcretion will com-

municate or withhold any tidings of my departure or delay as you

judge mofl expedient. Chriftie writes to you this poft ; he talks, in

his rhetorical way, of many purchafers. Do you approve of his

fixing a day for the auction ? To us he talked of an indefinite ad-

vcrtifement. No news, except that we keep Negapatnam. The

other day the French Ambaflador mentioned that the Emprefs of

Ruffia, a precious , had propofed to ratify the principles of

the armed neutrality, by a definitive treaty ; but that the French,

obliging creatures ! had declared, that they would neither propofe

nor accept an article fo difagreeable to England. Grey Elliot was

pleafed vi'ith your attention, and fays you are a perfedl mafter of

the fubjedl *. Adieu. If I could be fure that no mail would arrive

to-morrow, I would run down with my aunt. My heart is not

light. I embrace my Lady with true aftedlion, but I need not re-

peat it.

N<' CLXV.

Edward Gibbon Efqulre to the Right Honourable Zor^ Sheffield.

DowNiNG-sTREET, Friday, September 12th, 1783.

QINCE my departure is near, and inevitable, ycu and Lady S. will

be rather forry than glad to hear that I am detained, day after

day, by the caprice of the winds. Three Flanders Mails are now

due. I know not how to move without the final letter from Dey-

verdun, which I expected a fortnight ago, and my fancy (perfedly

• American commerce,

4 unreafonable)
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uureafonable) begins to create flrangc phantoms. A (late of fufpence

is painful, hui it will be alleviated by the fliort notes which I mean to

write, and hope to receive, every poft. A fcparation has fome ad-

vantages, though they are purchafed with bitter pangs; among them

is the pleafure of knowing how dear we are to our friends, and how

dear they are to us. It will be a kind office to footh aunt Kitty's

forrows, and " to rock the cradle of declining age." She will be

vexed to hear that I am not yet gone j but fhe is reafonable and

cheerful. Adieu. Moll truly yours.

N* CLXVI.

T/je Same to the Same.

Downing STREET, Saturday, September j 3th, 17S3.

T7NFIN la bombe a crevc.—The three Flanders malls are arrived^ this day, but without any letters from Deyverdun. Mofl In-

comprehenfible ! After many adverfe refledtions, I have finally re-

folved to begin my journey on Monday ; a heavy journey, with

much apprehenfion, and much regret. Yet I confider, firft, That

if he is alive and well, (an unpleafant tf^ fcarcely any event can have

happened to dlfappolnt our mutual wlflies ; and, adly. That, fuppof-

ing the very worft, even that worfl would not overthrow my general

plan of living abroad, though it would derange my hopes of a quiet

and delightful ellablifhment with my friend. Upon the whole,

without giving v^ray to melancholy fears, my reafon conje<!^ures that

his indolence thought it fuperfluous to write any more, that it was

my buiinefs to a£l: and move, and his duty to fit ftill and receive me

with open arms. At leaft he is well informed of my operations, as

I wrote to him (fince his lafl) July thirty-firft, from Sheffield-Place
;

Auguft nineteenth ; and this week, September ninth. The two firft

have already reached him.

As
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As I fliall not arrive at, or depart from, Dover till Tuefday night,

(alas! I may be confined there a week,) you will have an opportunity,

by difpatching a parcel per poll to Elmfly's, to catch the Monday's

poft. Let us improve thefe laft fliort moments : I want to hear

how poor Kitty behaves. I am really impatient to be gone. It is

provoking to be fo near, yet fo far from, certain perfons. London

is a defcrt. I dine to-morrow with the Paynes, who pafs through.

Lord Loughborough was not returned from Buxton yefterday. Sir

Henry Clinton found me out this morning : he talks with rapture of

vifits to be made at Sheffield, and returned at Brighton. I envy

him thofe vifits more than the red ribbon. Adieu.

N° CLXVn.

Edward Gibbon Efquire to the Right Honourable Zw^/ Sheffield.

T
Dover, Wednefday, 17th September 1873, ten o'clock in the morning.

^HE beft laws are ufelefs without proper guardians. Your letter

per Sunday's poft is not arrived, (as its fate is uncertain and

irrevocable, you muft repeat any material article,) but that per Mon-

day's poft reached me laft night. Oliver is more infolent than his

great-grandfather ; but you will cope with one, and would not

have been much afraid of the other. Laft night the wind was fo

high, that the veftel could not ftir from the harbour ; this day it is

brifk and fair. We are flattered with the hope of making Calais

harbour by the fame tide, in three hours and a half ; but any delay

will leave the difagreeable option of a tottering boat or a toffing

night. Wnat a curfed thing to live in an ifland, this ftep is more

awkward than the whole journey ! The triumvirate of this memo-

rable embarkation will confift of the grand Gibbon, Henry Laurence

Efquire, Prefident of Congrefs, and Mr. Secretary, Colonel, Admiral,

Philofopher, Thompfon, attended by three horfes, who are not the

moft
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moft agreeable fellow-paflengcrs. If wc furvive, I will finlih and feal

my letter at Calais. Our falvation fliall be afcribed to the prayers of

my Lady and Aunt ; for I do believe they both pray.

Boulogne, Thurfday Morning, Ten o'clock.

Inftead of Calais, the wind has driven us to Boulogne, where we
landed in the evening, without much noife and difficulty. The
night is pafled, the cuftom-houfe is difpatched, the poft-horfes are

ordered, and I fhall ftart about eleven o'clock. I had not the leaft

fymptom of fca-ficknefs, while my companions were fpewing round

me. Laurence has read the pamphlet *, and thinks it has done

much michief. A good fign ! Adieu. The Captain is impatient.

I (hall reach Laufanne by the end of next week, but may probably

write on the road.

N- CLXVIII.

Edward Gibbon Efquire to the Right Honourable LordSnt'SVi'EL'D.

Langres, September 23d, 1783.

T ET the geographical Maria place before you the map of France,

and trace my progrefs as far as this place, through the following

towns : Boulogne, (where I was forced to land,) St. Ome:-, (where

I recovered my road,) Aire, Bethune, Douay, Cambray, St. Quintin,

La Fere, Laon, Rheims, Chalons, St. Dlzier, and Langres, where I

have juft finilhed my fupper. The Inns, in general, more agreeable

to the palate, than to the fight or fmell. But, with fome fhort ex-

ceptions of time and place, I have enjoyed good weather and good

roads, and at the end of the ninth day, I feel fo little fatigued, that

the journey appears no more than a pleafant airing. I have gene-

* Lord Sheffield's Obfervatlons on the Commerce of the American States.

•VOL* I. 41 raUy
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rally converfed with Homer and Lord Clarendon, often with Caplin

and MufF ' ; fometlmcs with the French poftillions, of the above-

mentioned animals the leaft rational. To-morrow I lie at Befan^on,

and, according to the arrangement of poll: or hired horfes, Ihall

cither fup at Laufanne on Friday, or dine there Saturday. I feel

fome fufpencc and uneafinefs with regard to Deyverdun ; but in the

fcale both of reafon and conftitution, my hopes preponderate very

much above my fears. From Laufanne I will immediately write.

I embrace my Lady. If aunt Kitty's gratitude and good-breeding

have not driven her away upon the firft whifper of Brighton, flie will

Ihare this intelligence ; if fhe is gone, a line from you would be hu-

mane and attentive. Monfteur les Chcvaux feront prets a cinq heurs..

Adieu. I am going into an excellent bed, about fix feet high front

the ground.

N" CLXIX.

Edward Gibbon Efquire to the Right Honourable Lord Sheffield^

I

Lausanne, September 30th, 1783..

ARRIVED fafe in harbour laft Saturday, the 27th inftant, about

ten o'clock in the morning ; but as the poft only goes out twice

a week, it was not in my power to write before this day. Except

one day, between Langres and Befanqon, which was laborious

enough, I finifhed my eafy and gentle airing without any fatigue,

either of mind or body. I found Deyverdun well and happy, but

much more happy at the fight of a friend, and the accomplifliment

of a fcheme which he had fo long and impatiently defired. His

garden, terrace, and park, have even exceeded the moft fanguine of

my expedations and remembrances ; and you yourfelf cannot have^

* His dog.

forgotten.
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forgotten the charming profped of the lake, the mountains, and the de-

clivity of the Pays deVaud. But as human hfc is perpetually chequered

with good and evil, I have found fome difappolntments on my arrival.

The eafy nature of Deyverdun, his indolence, and his impatience,

had prompted him to reckon too pofitively that his houfc would be

vacant at Michaelmas ; fome unforefeen difficulties have arifen, or

have been difcovered when it was already too late, and the confum-

mation of our hopes is (I am much afraid) poftponcd to next

fpring. At firft I was knocked down by the unexpeded thunder-

bolt, but I have gradually been reconciled to my fate, and have

granted a free and gracious pardon to my friend. As his own apart-

ment, which afforded me a temporary Ihelter, is much too narrow

for a fettled refidence, we hired for the winter a convenient ready-

furniflied apartment in the neareft part of the Rue de Bourg, whofe

back door leads in three fteps to the terrace and garden, as often as

a tolerable day fhall tempt us to enjoy their beauties ; and this ar-

rangement has even its advantage, of giving us time to deliberate

and provide, before we enter on a larger and more I'egular eflablifli-

ment. But this is not the fum of my misfortunes ; hear, and pity !

The day after my arrival (Sunday) we had juft finifhed a very tem-

perate dinner, and intended to begin a round of vifits on foot,

chapeaufous Ic bras^ when, mofl: unfortunately, Deyverdun propofed

to fhew me fomething in the court ; we boldly and fuccefsfully

afcended a flight of ftone fteps, but in the defcent I miffed my foot-

ing, and ftrained, or ipraincd, my ancle in a painful manner. My
old latent enemy, (I do not mean the Devil,) who is always on the

watch, has made an ungenerous ufe of his advantage, and I much
fear that my arrival at Laufanne will be marked with a lit of the

gout, though it is quite unneceffary that the intelligence or fufpicion

Ihould find its way to Bath. Yefterday afternoon I lay, or at leaft

fat, in ftate to receive vilits, and at the fame moment my room was,

filled with four -difi'erent nations. The loudcft of thefe nations

4 I 2 was
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was the finglc voice of the Abbe Raynal, who, like your friend,

has chofen this place for the afylum of freedom and hiftory. Hij

converfation, which might be very agreeable, is intolerably loud,

peremptory, and infolent ; and you would imagine that he alone

was the monarch and legiflator of the world. Adieu. I embrace

my Lady, and the infants. With regard to the important tranfac-

tions for which you are conftituted plenipotentiary, I expeft with

fome impatience, but with perfedl confidence, the refult of your la-

bours. You may remember what I mentioned of my converfation

with ****-*• about the place of Minifter at Bern : I have

talked it over with Deyverdun, who does not diflike the idea, pro-

vided this place was allowed to be my villa, during at leaft two-thirds

of the year ; but for my part, I am fure that * ^- * * * are

worth more than minifterial friendfliip and gratitude ; fo I am in-

clined to think, that they are preferable to an office which would be

procured with difficulty, enjoyed with conftraint and expence, and

loft, perhaps, next April, in the annual revolutions of our domeflic

Government. Again adieu.

N' CLXX.

Edward Gibbon Efqnire to the Right Honourable Lady Sheffield.

Lausanne, Oflober 28th, 1783-.

/-|-^HE progrefs of my gout is in general fo regular, and there is

fo much uniformity in the Hiftory of its Decline and Fall, that

I have hitherto indulged my lazineft, without much ihame or re-'

morfe, without fuppofing that you would be very anxious for my
fafety, which has been fufficiently provided for by the triplfe care cf

my friend Deyverdun, my humbler friend Caplin, and a very con-

Tcrfable phyfician, (not the famous Tiflbt,) whofe ordinary fee is ten-

batz, about fifteen pence Englifti. After the ufual increafe and de-

creafe
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creale of the member (for it has been confined to the Injured part)

tlie gout has retired in good order, and the remains of weaknefs,

which obliged, me to move on the rugged pavement of Laufanne

with a flick, or rather fmall crutch, are to be afcribed to the fprain,

which might have been a much more ferious bufinefs. As I have

now fpent a month at Laufanne, you will enquire with much cu-

riofjty, more kindnefs, and fome mixture of fpite and malignity,

how far the place has anfwered my expectations, and whetlicr I do

not repent of a i-elblution which has appeared fo raih and ridiculous^

to my ambitious friends ? To this queflion, however natural and

reafonable, I Ihall not return an immediate anfwer, for two reafons :

I. Ihave 7i<jt yet made afair trial. The difappointment and delay with

regard to Deyverdun's houfe, will confine us this winter to lodgings,

rather convenient than fpacious or pleafant. I am only beginning

to recover my ftrength and liberty, and to look about on perfons and

things ; the greateft part of thofe perfons are in the country taken

up with their vintage ; my books are not yet arrived, and, m fliort,

I cannot look upon myfelf as fettled in that comfortable way which

you and I underftand and relifh. Yet the weather has been hea-

venly, and till this time, the end of Odlober, we enjoy the brlght-

nefs of the fun, and fomewhat gently complain of its immoderate

heat. 2. If I fhould be too fanguine in explaining my fitisfadion

in what I have done, you would afcribe that fatisfadlion to the no-

velty of the fcene, and the inconftancy of man ; and I deem it far

more fafe and prudent to poftpone any pofitive declaration, till I am
placed by experience beyond the danger of repentance and recanta-

tion. Yet of one thing I. am fure, that I pofiefs in this- country, as

well as in England, the beft cordial of life, a fincere, tender, and

fenfible friend, adorned with the moft valuable and pleafant qualities

both of the heart and head. The inferiour enjoyments of leifure

and fociety are likewife in my power; and in the fhort excurfions

which I. have hitherto made, I have commenced or renewed my aew

quaintance
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qyaintance with a certain number of perfons, more efpecially wo-

men, (who, at leafl in France and this country, are undovibtedly fu-

perior to our prouder fex,) of rational minds and elegant manners.

I breakfafl: alone, and have declared that I receive no vifits in a

morning, which you will eafily fuppofe is devoted to ftudy. I find

it impollible, without inconvenience, to defer my dinner beyond two

o'clock. We have got a very good woman cook. Deyverdun,

who is fomewhat of an Epicurean philofopher, underftands the ma-

nagement of a table, and we frequently invite a gueft or two to

Ihare our luxurious, but not extravagant repafts. The afternoons

are (and will be much more fo hereafter) devoted to fociety, and 1

fhall find it necefHiry to play at cards much oftener than in London:

but I do not diflike that way of paffing a couple of hours, and I

fhall not be ruined at (hilling whift. As yet I have not fupped, but

in the courfe of the winter I muft fometimes facrifice an evening

abroad, and in exchange I hope fometimes to fteal a day at home,

without going into company ********
* * * * * * * **-***,
I have all this time been talking to Lord Sheffield ; I hope that he has

difpatched my affairs, and it would give me pleafure to hear that I

am no longer member for Lymington, nor Lord of Lenborough.

,Adieu. I feel every day that the diftance ferves only to make me

ithink with more tendernefs of the perfons whom I love.

N° CLXXI.

Edward Gibbon Efquire to the Right Honourable LordSiiETiiELD.

Lausanne, November 14th, 1783.

T AST Tuefday, November eleventh, after plaguing and vexing

yourfelf all the morning, about fome bufinefs of your fertile

creation, you went to the Houfe of Commons, and pafled the after-

3 noon,
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noon, the evening, and perhaps the night, without fleep or food,

Rifled in a cloie room by the heated refpirafion of fix hundred po-

hticians, inflamed by party and paflion, and tired of the repetition

of dull nonfenfe, which, in that illufl:rious aflTembly, fo far out-

weighs the proportion of reafon and eloquence. On the fame day,

after a fludious morning, a friendly dinner, and a cheerful aflembly

of both fexes, I retired to reft: at elev,en o'clock, fatisfied with the

paft: day, and certain that the next would afford me the return of the

fame quiet and rational enjoyments. JVbich has the better bargain ?

Serioufly, I ana every hour more grateful to my ov^^n judgment and

refolution, and only i-egret that I fo long delayed the execution of

a favourite plan, which I am convinced is the beft adapted to my
charader and inclinations. Your conjedure of the revolutions of

my face, w^hen I heard that the houfe was for this winter inacceflible,

is probable, but falfe. I bore my difappointment with the temper of

a fage, and only ufe it to render the profped of next year ftill more

pleafing to my imagination. You are likewife miftaken, in imput-

ing my fall to the awkwardnefs of my limbs. The fame accident

might have happened to Slingfby himfelf, or to any hero of the age,

the moft difl:iugui{lied for his bod'ily aBivity. I have now refumed

my entire ftrength, and walk with caution, yet with fpeed and

fafety, through the ftreets of this mountainous city. After a month

of the finefl: autumn I ever faw, the btfe * made me feel my old

acquaintance ; the weather is now milder, and this prefent day ia

dark and rainy, not much better than what you probably enjoy in

England. The town is comparatively empty, but the Noblefl'e are

returning every day from their chateaux, and I already perceive that

I (hall have more reafon to complain of difllpation than of dulnefs.

As I told Lady S. I am afraid of being too raili and hafl:y in ex-

prefling my fatisfadion ; but I muft again repeat, that appearances

* The North Eaft w ind,

ar«
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are extremely favourable. I am fenfible that general pralfc conveys

no diftinit ideas, but it is very difficult to enter into particulars

where the Individuals are unknown, or indifferent to our corre-

fpondent. You have forgotten the o/t/ generation, and in twenty years

a new one is grown up. Death has fwept many from the world,

and chance or choice has brought many to this place. If you en-

quire after your old acquaintance Catherine, you muft be told, that

fhe is folitary, ugly, blind, and iniiverfally forgotten. Your later

flame, and our common goddefs, the Eliza, paffed a month at the

inn. She came to confult TilTot, and was acquainted with Cerjat.

And now tobufinefs. * * * •* * * * * * *

* * * * * * *- * * * *

With regard to meaner cafes, thefe are two, v\hich you can and

will undertake, i. As I have not renounced my country, I fhould

be glad to hear of your parliamentary fquabbles, which may be

done with fmall trouble and expence. After an interefting debate,

my Lady in due time may cut the fpeeches from Woodfall. You

will write or dictate any curious anecdote, and the whole, inclofed

in a letter, may be difpatched to Laufanne. 2. A fet of Wedge-

wood china, which we talked of in London, and which would be

moft acceptable here. As you have a fort of a tafte, I leave to

your own choice the colour and the pattern ; but as I have the in-

clination and means to live very handfomely bcre^ I defire that the

fize and number of things may be adequate to a plentifnl table. If

you fee Lord North, affijre him of my gratitude ; had he been a

mors fuccefsful friend, I fliould now be drudging at the Board of

Cuftoms, or vexed with bufinefs in the amiable fociety of .

To Lord Loughborough prefent an affeftionate fentiment ; I am fa-

tisficd of his intention to fcfve me, if I had not been in fuch a

fidget. I am fure yoy -will not fail, while you are in town, to vifit

and comfort poor aunt Kitty. I wrote to her on my firft arrival,

and fhe may be afTured that I will not neglect her. To my Lady I

I fay
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lay notlilnp; ; we have now our private correfpondcnce, Into which

the eye of an hufband Ihould not be permitted to intrude. I am
really faiisfied with the fuccefs of the pamphlet * ; not only becaufe

I have a fneaking kindnefs for the author, but as it fhews me that

plain fenfe, full information, and warm fpirit, arc flill acceptable in

the world. You talk of Laufanne as a place of retirement, yet»

from the fituation and freedom of the Pays de Vaud, all nations,

and all extraordinary characters, are aftonifhed to meet each other.

The Abbe Raynal, the grand Gibbon, and Mercier, author of the

Tableau de Paris^ have been in the fame room. The other day the

Prince and Princefs de Ligne, the Duke and Duchefs d'Urfel, &c.

came from Bruffels on purpofc (literally true) to adt a comedy at

*- * * * * ^r, in the covuitry. He was dying, and could not

appear ; but we had comedy, ball, and fupper. The event feems to

have revived him ; for that great man is fallen from his ancient

glory, and his nearefl: relations refufe to fee him. I told you of

poor Catherine's deplorable (late ; but Madame de Mefery, at the age

of fixty-nine, is ftill handfome. Adieu.

N° CLXXII.

Edward Gibbon Efqulre to the Right Honourable LordSheffield,

Lausanne, December 20th, 17S3.

y HAVE received both your epiftles ; and as any cxcufe will ferve a

man who is at the fame time very bufy and very idle, I patiently

cxpedled the fecond, before I entertained any thoughts of anfwering

the hril. * -^ * * * * --;;- * *

* * -;!:• * * A':- ^.i *- * * * *

I therefore conclude, that on every principle of common fenfe, be-

fore this moment your adive zeal has already expelled me from the

* Obfervations on the Commerce with the American States.

VOL. 1. 4 K houfe,
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houfc, to which, without regret, I bid an everlafting farewel. The

agreeable hour of five o'clock in the morning, at which you com-

monly retire, does not tend to revive my attachment ; but if you add

the foft hours of your morning Committee *, in the difcuffion of taxes,

cuftoms, frauds, fmugglers, &c. I think I fliould beg to be rcleafed

and quietly fent to the gallies, as a place of leifure and freedom.

Yet I do not depart from my general principles of toleration. Some

animals are made to live in the water, others on the earth, many in

the air, and fome, as it is now believed, even in fire. Your prefent

hurry of Parliament I perfedly underftand ; when oppofition make

the attack,

Hgorce

Mameiito clta mors ve?i'it^ out vi&oria lata.

But when the Miniftei* brings forward any ftrong and decifive mea-

fure, he at length prevails ; but his progrefs is retarded at every ftep,

and in every ftage of the bill, by a pertii=iacious, though unfuccefsful,

minority. I am not fbrry to hear of the fplendour of Fox ; I am

proud, in a foreign country, of-his fame and abilities, and our little

animofities are extinguifhed by my retreat from the Englifh ftage.

With regard to the fubftance of the bufinefs, I fcarcely knowwhat

to think : the vices of the Company j" , both in their perfons and their

conftitution, were manifold and manifeft ; the danger w'as imminent^

and fuch an empire, with thirty millions of fubjeds, was not to be

loft for trifles. Yet, on the other hand, the faith of charters, the

rights of property ! I hefitate and tremble. Such an innovation

would at leaft require that the remedy fliould be as certain as the

evil, and the proprietors may perhaps infinuate, that they were as

competent guardians of their own affairs, as either ****«
or ****** *. Their adling without a falary, feems

childifh, and their not being removable by the Crown, is a ftrangc

* A fcleft Comniittee for inquiring into frauds committed inrefpe£l to, the revenue,.

\ Eaft India Company.

and
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and dangerous precedent. But enough of politics, which I now be-

gin to view through a thin, cold, diftant cloud, yet not without a

reafonable degree of curiofity and patriotifm. From the papers

(efpecially when you add an occafional flice of the Chronicle) I fhall

be amply informed of fadts and debates. From you I exped: the

t:aufps, rather than the events, the true fprings of adlion, and thofe

interefting anecdotes which feldom afcend the garret of a Fleet-ftreet

editor. You fay that many friends (alias acquaintance) have ex-

•prefled curiofity and concern ; I flrould not wifh to be immediately

forgotten. That others (you once mentioned Gerard Hamilton) con-

demn Government, for fuffering the departure of a man who might

have done them fome credit and.fome fervice, perhaps as much as

* * * * -* himfelf. To you, in the confidence of friendfliip,

and without either pride or refentment, I will fairly own that I am
fomewhat of Gerard's opinion ; and if I did not compare it with

the reft of his charader, I fliould be aftoniflied that *****
fuffered me to depart, without even a civil anfwer to my letter.

Were I capable of hating a man, whom it is not eafy to hate, I lliould

find myfelf amply revenged by * * * *. But the happy fouls in

Paradii'e are fufceptible only of love and pity, and though Laufanne is

not a Paradife, more efpecially in winter, I do afl'ure you, in fober

profe, that it has hitherto fulfilled, and even furpaffed, my warmeft

expedation. Yet I often caft a look toward Sheffield-Place, where

you now repofe, if you can repofe, during the Chriilmas re-

cefs. Embrace my Lady, the yoimg Baronefs, and the gentle

Louifa, and infinuate to your filent Confort, that feparate letters re-

quire feparate anfvvers. Had I an air balloon, the great topic of

modern converfation, I would call upon you till the. meeting of Par-

liament. Fa/e.

4 K 2
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N" CLXXill.

Edward Gibbon Efqulre to Mrs. Porten.

DEAR MADAM, Lausanne, December 27ih, 178J.

'TpHE unfortunate are loud and locjuacious In their complaints, but

real happinefs is content with its own filent enjoyment ; and if

that happinefs is of a quiet uniform kind, we fuffer days and weeks

to elaple without communicating our fenfations to a diftant friend.

By you, therefore, whofe temper and underftanding have extracted

from human life on every occafion the beft and mofl: comfortable in-

eredients, my fdence will always be interpreted as an evidence of

content, and you would only be alarmed (the danger is not at

hand) by the too frequent repetition of my letters. Perhaps I

ftiould have continued to flumber, I don't know how long, had I

not been awakened by the anxiety which you exprefs in your laft

letter. * * * *-*-** *

From this bale fubje*^: I afcend to one which more ferioufly and

ftrongly engages your thoughts, the confideration of my health

and happinefs. And you will give me credit when I allure you

with fmcerity, that I have not repented a fmgle moment of th^ ftep

which I have taken, and that I only regret the not having executed

the fame defign two, or five, or even ten years ago. By this time

I might have returned independant and rich to my native country

;

I fhould have efcaped many difagreeable events that have happened

in the meanwhile, and I ihould have avoided the parliamentary life,

which experience has proved to be neither fuitable to my temper, nor

conducive to my fortune. In fpeaking of the happinefs w-hich I

enjoy, you will agree with me, in giving the preference to a fincere

and fenfible friend ; and though you cannot difcern the full extent

of his merit, you will eaiily believe that Deyverdun is the man.

2 Perhaps
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Perhaps two perfons ib pcrfedly fitted to live together, were never

formed by Nature and education. We have both read and fecn a

great variety of objeds ; the lights and fliades of our different cha-

radters are happily blended, and a friendlliip of thirty years has

taught us to enjoy our mutual advantages, and to fupport our un-

avoidable imperfcdlions. In love and marriage, fome harfh founds

will fometimes interrupt the harmony, and in the courfe of time,

like our neighbours, we muft expert fome difagreeable m.oments
;

but confidence and freedom are the two pillars of our union, and I

am much miilaken, if the building be not folid and comfortable.

One difappointment I have indeed experienced, and patiently fup-

ported. The family who were fettled in Deyverdun's houfe llarted

fome unexpeded difficulties, and will not leave it till the fpring ; fo

that you muft not yet expert any poetical, or even hiftorical, de-

fcription of the beauties of my habitation. During the dull months

of winter we are falisiied with a very comfortable apartment in the

middle of the town, and even derive fome advantage from this de-

lay ; as it gives us time to arrange fome plans of alteration and fur-

niture, which will embellifh our future and more elegant dwelling.

In this feafon I rife (not at four in the morning) but a little before

eight ; at nine, I am called from my ftudy to breakfaft, which I al-

ways perform alone, in the Englifh ftile, and, with the aid of

Caplin, I perceive no dllference between Laufanne and Bentinck-

ftreet. Our mornings are v.fually paffed in feparate ftudies ; we
never approach each other's door without a previous melfagc, or

thrice knocking, and my apartment is already facred and formidable

to ftrangers. I drefs at half paft one, and at two (an early hour, to

which I am not perfedly reconciled,) we fit down to dinner. We have

hired a female cook, well-fkilled in her profeffion, and accuftomed to

the tafte of every nation ; as for inftance, we had excellent mince-pies

yefterday. After dinner, and the departure of our company, one,

two, or three friends, we read together fome amufmg book, or

play
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plaj at chefs, or retire to our rooms, or make vifits, or go to the

coffee-houfe. Between fix and feven the aflembUes begui, and I am

opprefTed only with their number and variety. Whift, at Ihillings

or half-crowns, is the game I gerierally play, and I play three rub-

bers with pleafure. Between nine and ten we withdraw to our bread

and cheefe, and friendly converfe, which fends us to bed at eleven
;

but thefe fober hours are too often interrupted by private or nume-

rous fuppers, which I have not the courage to refifl:, though I pradlfe

a laudable abftinence at the heft furniflied tables. Such is the fke-

leton of my life ; it is impoffible to communicate a perfedl idea of

the vital and fubftantial parts, the characters of the men and women

with whom I have very eafily conncfled myfelf in loofer and clofer

bonds, according to their inclination and my own. If I do not de-

ceive myfelf and if Deyverdun does not flatter me, I am already a

general favom-ite ; and as our likings and dlflikes are commonly

mutual, I am equally fatisfied with the freedom and elegance of man-

ners, and (after proper allowances and exceptions) with the worthy

and amiable qualities of many individuals. The -autumn has been

beautiful, and the winter hitherto mild, but in January we mud

expecl fome fevere froft. Inftead of rolling in a coach, I walk the

ftreets, wrapped up in a fur cloak ; but this exercife is wholefome,

and except an accidental fit of the gout of a few days, I never en-

joyed better health. I am no longer in Pavillard's houfe, where I

was almofl: ftarved with cold and hunger, and you may be aflured

that I now enjoy every benefit of comfort, plenty, and even decent

luxury. You wifh me happy ; acknowledge that fuch a life is more

conducive to happinefs, than five nights in the week pafled in the

Houfe of Commons, or five mornings fpent at the Cuftom-houfe.

Send me, in return, a fair account of your own fituation in mind

and body. I am fatisfied your own good fenfe would have recon-

ciled you to inevitable feparation ; but there never was a more fuit-

able diverfion than your vifit to Sheffield-Place. Among the innu-

1 merable
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mci"able proofs of frienelfliip which I have received from that family^

there are none which, affedl me more fenfibly than their kind civilities-

to you, though I am perfuaded that they arc at lead as much on

your account as on mine. At length Madame de * * * * *

is delivered by her tyrant's death ; her daughter, a valuable woman-

of this place, has made feme enquiries, and though her own cir-

Gumftances are narrow, flie will not fuller her father's widow to be.

left totally dellltute. I am glad you derived fo much melancholy

pleafure from the letters, yet had I known it, I fliould have withheld;

*- * * *. * *

N° CLXXIV.

Edward Gibbon Efquire to the Right Hotionrahlc Lor^i Sheffield.

Lausanne, January 24th, 1784,

'tx 7ITHIN two or three days after your laft gracious epiftle, your

complaints were filenced, and your enquiries w^ere fatisfied,

by an ample difpatch of four pages, which overflowed the iniide of

the cover, and in which I expofed my opinions of things in general,,

public as well as private, as they exifted in my mind, in my ftate

of ignorance and error, about the eighteenth or twentieth of laft

month. Within a week after that date I eplftolifed, in the fame rich

and copious ftrain, the two venerable females of Newman-flreet and

Bath, whofe murmurings muft now be changed into fongs of gra-

titude and applaufe. Pviy correfpondence with the holy matron of

Northamptonfhire has been lels lively and loquacious. You have

not forgotten the author's vindication of himfelf from the foul ca-

lumnies of pretended Chriftians. Within a fortnight after his arrival

at Laufanne, he communicated the joyful event to Mrs. Efther Gibbon.

She anfwered, per return of poft, both letters at the fame time, and

in very dutiful language, almoit excufmg her advice, which was ia-

tended
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tended for my fpirltual, as well as temporal good, and afflirlng me,

that nobody Jloould be- able to injure me with her. Unlefs the faint is

an hypocrite, fuch an expreflion muft convey a favourable and im-

portant m'caning. At all events, it is worth giving ourfclves fome

trouble about her, without indulging any fanguine expe£tations of

inheritance. So much for my females ; with regard to my male

correfpondents, you are the only one to whom 1 have given any

figns of my exiftence, though I have formed many a generous refo-

lution. Yet I am not infenfible of the kind and friendly manner, in

which Lord Loughborough has diftinguifhed me. He could have

no inducements of intereft, and now that I view the dlftant pid:ure

with impartial eyes, I am convinced that (for a ftatcfman) he was

iincerc in his wifhes to ferve me. When you fee him^ the Paynes,

Eden, Crauford, &c. tell them that I am well, happy, and afhamed.

On your fide, the zeal and diligence of your pen has furprifed and

delighted me, and your letters, at this interefting moment, are ex-

adtly fuch as I wifhed them to be—authentic anecdotes, and rational

fpeculations, worthy of a man who a<fts a part in the great theatre,

and who fills a feat, not only in the general Pandemonium, but in

the private council of the Princes of the infernal regions. With

regard to the detail of parliamentary operations, I muft repeat my
requeft to you, or rather to my Lady, who will now be on the fpot,

that fhe will write, not with her pen, but with her fciffars, and that

after every debate which deferves to pafs the fea and the mountains,

fhe will difledt the faithful narrative of Woodfall, and fend it off by

the next poft, as an agreeable fupplement to the meagre accounts of

our weekly papers. The wonderful revolutions of laft month have

founded to my ear more like the fhifting fcenes of a comedy, or

comic-opera, than like the fober events of real and modern hlftory

;

and the irregularity of our winter pofts, which fometimes retarded,

and fometimes haftened, the arrival of th6 difpatches, has increafed

the confufion of our ideas. Surely the Lord has blinded the eyes

of



EDWARD GIBBON Eiqulre. 625

of Pharoah and of his fervants ; the obfluiacy of lad fpring was

nothing compared to the headftrong and headlong madnefs of this

winter. I expeft with much impatience the firft days of your

meeting ; the purity and integrity of the coalition will fuffer a fiery

trial ; but if they are true to themfelves and to each other, a ma-

jority of the Houfe of Commons muft prevail ; the rebellion of the

young gentlemen will be crufhed, and the mafters will refume the

government of the fchool. After the addrefs and anfwer, I have

no conception that Parliament can be diflblved during the feffion
;

but if the prefent Miniftry can outlive the dorm, I think the death-

warrant will infallibly be figned in the fummer. Here I blufh for

my country, without confeffing her fhame. Fox adted like a man

of honour, yet furely his union with Pitt affords the only hope of

falvation. How miferably are we wafting the feafon of peace !

I have written three pages before I come to my own bufmefs and

feelings. In the firft place, I moft fmcerely rejoice that I left the

fhip, and fwam afhore on a plank : the daily and hourly agitation

in which I muft have lived would have made me truly miferable;

and if I had obtained a place during pleafure, *****, for

inftance ? On the firft news of the diffolution, I confidered my feat

as fo totally and irrecoverably gone, that I have been lefs afflided

with *****'$ obftinacy. *****
* * ** * * ***
On this occafion remember you are a£ling for a poor friend ; difmifs

a little of the fpirit of fadlion and patriotifm, and ftoop to a pru-

dential line of condud, which in your own cafe you might poffibly

' difdain. ******************
Perhaps you will abufe my prudence and patriotifm, when I inform

you, that I have already vefted a part (thirty thoufand livres, about

one thoufand three hundred pounds) in the new loan of the King of

France. I get eight per cent, on the joint lives of Dep^erdun and

Yoi.. I, 4 L myfelf,
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myfelf, befides thirty tickets in a very advantageous lottery, of which

the higheft prize is an annuity of forty thoufand livres (one thoufand

feven hundred pounds) a year. At this moment, the beginning of

a peace, and probably a long peace, I think (and the world feems

to think) the French funds at leaft as folid as our own, I have em-

powered my agent, M. de Leflart, a capital banker at Paris, to draw

upon Gofling for the money two months hence ; and to avoid all

accidents that may refiilt from untoward delays, and mercantile

churliflinefs, I expert that you will fuppoit my credit in Fleet-ftreet

with your own more refpedable name. * * * *

* ^i; * * • * * ^r * *

What fay you now ? Am I not a wife man ? My letter is enormous,

and the poft on the wing. In a few days I will w^ite to my Lady

herfelf, and enter fomething more into the details of domeftic life.

Suffice it to fay, that the fcene becomes each day more pleafant

and comfortable, and that I complain only of the diffipatlon of

Laufanne. In the courfe of March or April we fhall take pof-

feffion of Deyverdun's houfe. My books, which, by fome ftrange

negledt, did not leave Paris till the third of this month, will arrive

in a few weeks ; and I fliall foon refume the continuation of my
Hiftory, which I fhall profecute with the more vigour, as the com-

pletion affords me a diflaut profpedl of a vifit to England. Adiciu.

Ever yours.,

N° CLXXV.

Edward Gibbon Efquireto the Right Honourable LorJSheffield.

BARON! Lausan,ne, Febiuary 2d, 1784.,

A FTER my la'ft enormous difpatch, nothing can remain, except

fome fmall gleanings, or occafional hints ; and thus in order

:

I am not confcious that any of your valuable MSS. have mifcariled,

or that I have omitted to anfwer any effential particulars. They

i ftand
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fland la my bureau carefully arranged, and docketed under the fol-

lowing dates ; September twenty-three, 0£lober twenty-three, No-

vember eighteen, December two, December fifteen, December nine-

teen, December twenty-three, December. twenty-nine, January fixteen,

which laft I have received this day, February 2d. For greater per-

fpicuity, it will not be amifs (on either fide) to number our future

eplftles, by a confpicuous Roman charadler infcribed in the front, to

which we may at any time refer. But inftead of writing by Oftend,

the fliorter and furer way, cfpecially on all occafiohs that dcferve cele-

rity, will be to inclofe them to my banker, M. de Leflart at Paris, who

will forward them to me. Through Germany the paffage by fea is

more uncertain, the roads worfe, and the diftance greater: we

often complain of delay and irregularity at this interefting moment.

By your laft I fiiid that you have boldly and generoufly opened a

treaty with the enemy, w-liich I propofed with fear and hefitation.

1 impatiently exped the refult ; and again repeat, that %vhatever you

can obtain for * *- * * *-, I fhall confider it as fo much faved

out of the fire, &c. &c. Do you remember Dunnlng's motion (in

the year 1780) to addrefs the Crown againft a diirolution of Par-

liament ; a fimple addrefs we rejeded, as an infringement on the

prerogative ? yet how far fhort of thefe ftrong democratical mea-

fures, for which you have probably voted, as I fhould probably have

done : fuch is the contagion of party. Fox drives moft furioufly,

yet I fli^uld not be furprifed if Pitt's moderation and character

ihould infenfibly win the nation, and even the Houfe, to efpoufe

his caufe. * * * * --k * -* * *
* « * * ' * -* * -:; -* * *

^nlefs when I look back on England with a felfifn or a tender re-

gard, niy hours roll awj^y very pleafantly, and I can again repeat

with truth, that I have not regretted one fingle moment the ftep

which I . hav.e taken. V/e are now at the height of the winter

difTipation. and I am peculiarly happy when I can fteal away froni

4 L 2 great
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great aflemblies, and fuppers of twenty or thirty people, to a more

private party of fome of thofe perfons whom I begin to call my

friends. Till we are fettled in our houfe little can be expeded on

our fide
;
yet I have already given two or three handfome dinners

;

and though every thing is grown dearer, I am not alarmed at the

general view of my expence. Deyverdun falutes you ; and we are

agreed that few married couples are better entitled to the flitch of

bacon than we fhall be at the end of the year. When I had written

about half this epiftle my books arrived : at our firft meeting all was

rapture and confufion, and two or three pofts, from the fecond to

this day, the fourteenth, have been fuffered to depart unnoticed.

Your letter of the twenty-feventh of January, which was not re-

ceived till yefterday, has again awakened me, and I thought the

fureft way would be to fend off this fingle Iheet without any farther

delay.

I fmcercly rejoice in the {lability of Parliament * ; and the firft

faint dawn of reconciliation, which muft however be effeded by

the equal balance of parties, rather than by the wifdom of the

country gentlemen f.

My Lady !—But it would be highly incongruous to begin my
letter at the bottom of the page. Adieu, therefore, till next poft.

N" CLXXVL

Edward Gibbon Efquire to the Right Honourable Lord Sheffield,

Lausanne, May nth, 1784.

Alas! alas ! alas ! We may now exchange our mutual condo-

lence. Laft Chriftmas, on the change of adminiftration, I was

ftruck with the thunderbolt of the unexpeded event, and in the ap-

* This fuppofition was founded on Mr. Banks's declaration in the name of Mr. Pitt,

f At the St. Albau's Tavern.

14 proaching
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preaching dlflblution I forefaw the lofs of * *****
* * * *. The long continuance and various changes

of the tempefl: rendered me by degrees callous and infenfible ; when

Zhe art of the mariners was exhaufted I felt that we were finking,

I expedled the fhip to founder, and when the fatal moment arrived,

I was even pleafed to be delivered from hope and fear, to the calm-

nefs of defpair. I now turn my eyes, not on the paft, but on the

prefent and the future ; what is loll I try to confider as if it never

had exifted ; and every day I congratulate my own good fortune,

let me fay my prudence and refolution, in migrating from your noify

ftage to a fcene of repofe and content. But even in this feparate

ftate, I was ftill anxious for my friend upon Englifh earth, and at

firfl: was much delighted with your hint, that you were fetting off

for Coventry, without any profpedl of an oppofition. Every port,

Wednefdays and Saturdays, I eagerly looked for the intelligence of

your vidtory ; and in fpite of my mifbehaviour, which I do not

deny, I muft abufe my Lady^ rather than you, for leaving me in fo

painful a fituaiion. Each day raifed and increafed my apprehenfion
j

the Courier de VEurope firft announced the conteft, the Englifh papers

proclaimed your defeat, and your laft letter, which I received four

days ago, fhewed me that you exerted firft the fpirit, and at laft the

temper of an hero. I am not much furprifed that you fhould have

been fwept away in the general unpopularity, fince even in this

quiet place, your friends are confidered as a factious crew, ading in

dired oppofition both to the King and people. For yourfelf I am
at a lofs what to fay. If this repulfe fhould teach you to renounce

all connedion with Kings and Minifters, and Patriots and Parties,

and Parliaments ; for all of which you are by many degrees too

honeft ; I fhould exclaim, with Teague of refpedable memory,
•' By my flioul, dear joy, you have gained a lofs." Private life,

whether contemplative or adive, has furely more folid and inde-

pendent charms
;
you have fome domeftic comforts j Sheffield-Place

Is
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is ftill fufceptlble of ufeful and ornamental improvements, (alas

!

how much better might even the laft *: * * * have been laid out
!)

and if thefe cares are not fuflicient to occupy your leifure, I can

truft your reftlefs and enterprifing fpirit to find new methods to pre-

ferve you from the infipidity of repofe. But I much fear your dif-

content and regret at being excluded from that Pandsemonium which

we have fo often curfed, as long as you were obliged to attend it.

The leaders of the party will flatter you with the opinion of their

friendlhip and your own importance ; the warmth of your temper

makes you credulous and unfufpicious ; and, like the reft of our

fpecies, male and female, you arc not abfolutely deaf to the voice of

praife. Some other place will be fuggefted, eafy, honourable, cer-

tain, where nothing is wanted but a man of charad;er and fpirit to

head a fuperior intereft ; the oppofition, if any, is contemptible, and

the expence cannot be large. You will go down, find almoft every

circumftance falfely ftated, repent that you liad engaged yourfelf,

but you cannot defert thofe friends who are firmly attached to your

caufe ; befides, the money you have already fpent would have been

thrown away ; another thoufand will complete the bufinefs : deeper

and deeper will you plunge, and the laft evil will be worfe than the

firft. You fee I am a free-fpoken counfellor ; may I not be a true

prophet ! Did I confult my own wifhes, I ihouid obferve to youj

that as you are no longer a Have, you might foon be tranfported, as

you feem to defire, to one of the Alpine hills. The purity and

calmnefs of the air is the beft calculated to allay the heat of a poli-

tical fever ; the education of the two Princefles might be fuccefsfully

conducted under your eye and that of my Lady ; and if you had

refolution to determine on a refidence, not a vlfit, at Laufanne, your

worldly affairs might repofe themfelves after their late fatigues. But

you know that / am a friend to toleration, and am always difpofed to

make the largeft allowance for the different natures of animals ; a lion

and a lamb, an eagle and a worm^ I am afraid v/e ai-e too quiet for

you

;
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you ; here it would not he eafy for you to create any bufinefs
; you

have for fome time negledled books, and I doubt whether you would

not think our fuppers and alTemblies fomewhat trifling and infipid.

You are far more difficult than I am
;
you are in fearch of knowledge,

and you are not content with your company, unlefs you can derive

from them information or extraordinary amufement. For my part,,

I like to draw information from books, and I am fatlsfied with

polite attention and eafy manners. Finally, I am happy to tell, and

you wall be happy to hear, that this place has in every refpe£l ex-

ceeded my beft and moft fanguine hopes. How often have you

faid, as often as I expreffed any ill-humour againft the hurry, the

expence, and the precarious condition of my London life, " Ay,
*' that is a nonfenfical fcheme of retiring to Laufanne that you have
*' got into your head, a pretty fancy

;
you remember how much you

" liked it in your youth, but you have now feen more of the world,

" and if you were to try it again, you would find yourfelf woefully

" difappointed ?" I had it in my head, in my heart, I have tried it,

I have not been difappointed, and my knowledge of the world has

ferved only to convince me, that a capital and a crowd may contain

much lefs real fociety, than the fmall circle of this gentle retirement.

The winter has been longer, but, as far as I can learn, lefs rigorous

than in the reft of Europe. The fpring is now burfting upon us,

and in our own garden it is difplayed in all its glor)'. I already oc-

cupy a temporary apartment, and we live in the lower part of the

houfe ; before you receive this we fhall be in full poffeffion. We
have much to enjoy and fomething to do, which I take to be the

happieft condition of human life. Now for bufinefs, the kind of

fubjcdl which I always undertake with the moft reluctance, and leave

with the moft pleafure. * * * * * * *
* * * * * * * *. «• * *

Adieu,
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And now, my Lady,

Let me approach your gentle, not grimalkin, prefence, with

deep remorfe. You have indiredly been informed of my ftate of

mind and body; (the whole winter I have not had the flighted re-

turn of the gout, or any other complaint whatfoever
;)

you have

been apprifed, and are now apprifed, of my motions, or rather of

my perfedl and agreeable repofe
;
yet I muft confefs (and I fceF)

that fomething of a direct and perfonal exchange of fentiment has

been negledled on my fide, though I flill perfuade myfelf that when

I am fettled in my new houfe I fhall have more fubjedl, as well

as leifure, to write. Such tricks of lazinefs your a£live fpirit is

a ftranger to, though Mrs. * * * complains that flie has never

had an anfwer to her laft letters. Poor Lady Pembroke ! you will

feel for her ; after a cruel alternative of hope and fear, her only

daughter. Lady Charlotte, died at Aix en Prove7ice; they have per-

fuaded her to come to this place, where (he is intimately connedted

with the Cerjat family. She has taken an agreeable houfe, about

three miles from the town, and lives retired. I have feen her ; her

behaviour is calm, but her afflidion . I accept with gratitude

your friendly propofal of Wedgewood's ware, and fliould be glad to

have it bought and packed, and fent without delay through Ger-

many ; and I fhall only fay, that I wifh to have a very complete

fervice for two courfes and a defert, and that our fuppers are nu-

merous, frequently fifteen or twenty perfons. Adieu. I do not

mean this as your letter. You are very good to poor Kitty, With

you I do not condole about Coventry.
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N" CLXXVII.

Edward Gibbon Efquire to Mrs. Gibbon, Bath.

DEAR MADAM, Lausann-e, May zSt'n, i7i?4.-

T BEGIN without preface or apology, as If I had received your

letter by the laft poft. In my own defence I know not what to

fay ; but if I were difpofed to recriminate, I might obferve that you

yourfelf are not perfe(Sly free from the fin of lazinefs and procrafti-

nation. I have often wondered why we are not fonder of letter-

writing. We all delight to talk of ourfelves, and it is only in letters,

in writing to a friend, that we can enjoy that converfation, not only

without reproach or interruption, but with the higheft propriety

and mutual fatisfadtion ; fure that the perfon whom we addrefs feels

an equal, or at leaft a ftrong and lively interefl: in the confideration

of the pleafing fubje£l. On the fubjedt therefore oifdf I will en-

tertain a friend, to whom none of my thoughts or adions, none of

my pains or pleafures, can ever be indifferent. When I firft che-

rifhed the defign of retiring to Laufanne, I was much more appre-

henfive of wounding your tender attachment, than of offending

Lord Sheffield's manly and vehement fricndfhip. In the abolition

of the Board of Trade the motives for,my retreat became more

urgent and forcible ; I wiflied to break loofe, yet I delayed above a

year before I could take my final refolution ; and the letter in which

I difclofed it to you cofl: me one of the moft painful flruggles of my
life. As foon as I had conquered that difficulty, all meaner obftacles

fell before me, and in a few weeks I found myfelf at Laufanne,

aflonifhed at my firmnefs and my fuccefs. Perhaps you ftill blame

or flill lament the flep which I have taken. If on your own ac-

count, I can only fympathize with your feelings, the recollecflion

t)f which often cofts me a figh : if on mine, let me fairly ftate what

VOL. I, 4 M I have
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I have efcaped in England, and what I have found at Laufanne.

Recolle6t the tempefts of this winter, how many anxious days I

fhould have pafTed, how many noify, turbulent, hot, unwholefome

nights, while my political exiftence, and that of my friends, was at

Hake
;
yet thefe feeble efforts would have been unavailing ; I fhould

have loft my feat in parliament, and after the extraordinary' expcnce of

another year, I muft ftill have purfaed the road of Switzerland, unlefs

I had been tempted by fome felfifli patron, or by Lord S.'s afpiring

fplrit, to incur a moft inconvenient expence for a new feat ; and

once more, at the beginning of an oppofition, to engage in new

fcenes of bufinefs. As to the immediate profped of any thing like

a quiet and profitable retreat, I fliould not know where to look ; my

friends are no longer in power. With * * * * and his party I

have no connexion; and were he difpofed to favour a man of

letters, it is difficult to fay what he could give, or what I would ac-

cept ; the reign of penfions and fmecures is at an end, and a com-

miffion in the Excife or Cuftoms, the fummit of my hopes, would

«-ive me income at the expence of leifure and liberty. When I re-

volve thefe circumftances in my mind, my only regret, I repeat it

ao'ain and agaic, is, that I did not embrace this falutary meafure

tliree five, ten years ago. Thus much I thought it neceflary to

fay, and fhall now difmifs this unpleafmg part of the fubje£l-,

.

For my fituation here, health, is the firft confideration ; and on that

head your tendernefs had conceived fome degree of. anxiety. I

know not whether it has reached you that I had a fit of the gout

the day after my arrival. The deed is true, but the caufe was acci-

dental ; carelefsly ftepping down a flight of flairs, I fprained my

ancle • and my ungenerous enemy inftantly took advantage of my

weaknefs. But fmce my breaking, that double chain, I have. enjoyed

a w^inter of the moft peifed health that I have perhaps ever known,

without any mixture of the little flying incommodities which in my

beft days have fometimes difturbed the tranquillity of my Englifli

lifca
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life. You are not ignorant of Dr. Tiffot's reputation, and his merit

is even above his reputation. He affures me, that in his opinion, the

moifture of England and Holland is moft pernicious ; the dry pure

air of Switzerland moft favourable to a gouty conftitution : that ex-

perience juftifies the theory ; and that there are fewer martyrs of that

diforder in this, than in any other country in Europe. This winter

has every where been moft uncommonly fevere : and you feem in

England to have had your full fhare of the general hardlhip : but in

this corner, furrounded by the Alps, it has rather been long than

rigorous ; and its duration ftole away our fpring, and left us no

interval between furs and filks. We now enjoy the genial influence

of the climate and the feafon j and no ftation was ever more calcu-

lated to enjoy them than Deyverdun's houfe and garden, which are

now become my own. You will not expedl that the pen fliould de-

fcribe, what the pencil would imperfedly delineate. A few circum-

ftances may, however, be mentioned. My library is about the fame

fize w^th that in Bentinck-ftreet, with this difference, however, that

inftead of looking on a paved court, twelve feet fquare, I command
a boundlefs profpe£t of vale, mountain, and water, from my three

windows. My apartment is completed by a fpacious light clofet, or

ftore-room, with a bed-chamber and dreffing-room. Deyverdun's

habitation is pleafant and convenient, though lefs extenfive : for our

common ufe we have a very handfome winter apartment of four

rooms ; and on the ground-floor, two cool f\loons for the fummer,

with a fufiiciency, or rather fuperfluity, of offices, &c. A terrace,

one hundred yards long, extends beyond the front of the houfe, and

leads to a clofe impenetrable fhrubbery ; and from thence the circuit

of a long and various walk carries me round a meadow and vine-

yard. The intervals afford abundant fupply of fruit, and every fort

of vegetables ; and if you add, that this villa (which has been much

ornamented by my friend) touches the beft and moft fociable part of

the town, you will agree with me, that few perfons, either princes

4 M 2 or
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or philofophers, enjoy a more defirablc refidence. Deyvcrdun,

who is proud of his own works, often walks me round, pointing out,

with acknowledgment and enthufiafm, the beauties that change with
'

every ftep and with every variation of light. I ihare, or at lead I fym-

pathize with his pleafure. He appears contented with my progrefs,

and has already told feveral people, that he does not defpair of making

me a gardener. Be that as it may, you will be glad to hear that I am,

by my own choice, infinitely more in motion, and in the open air,

than I ever have been formerly
;
yet my perfeft liberty and leifure

leave me many ftudious hours ; and as the circle of our acquaintance

retire into the country, I fhall be much lefs engaged in company and

diverfion. I have ferioufly refumed the profecution of my Hiftory ;

each day and each month adds fomething to the completion of the

great work. The progrefs is flow, the labour continual, and the

end remote and uncertain
;
yet every day brings its amufement, as

well as labour ; and though I dare not fix a term, even in my own

fancy, I advance, with the pleafmg refledion, that the bufinefs of pub-

lication (ihould I be detained here fo long) muft enforce my return

to England, and reftore me to the beft of mothers and friends. In

the mean while, with health and competence, a full independence of

mind and adion, a delightful habitation, a true friend, and many

pleafant acquaintance ;
you will allow, that I am rather an objedl of

envy than of pity ; and if you were more converfant with the ufe of the

French language, I would ferioufly propofe to you to repofe yourfelf

with us in this fine country. My indiredt intelligence (on which

I fometimes depend with more implicit faith than on the kind diffimu-

lation of your friendfhip) gives me reafon to hope that the lafi: winter

has been more favourable to your health than the preceding one.

AfTure me of it yourfelf honeftly and truly, and you will afford me

one of the moft lively pleafures.
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N° CLXXVIII.

Edward Gibbon Efqulre to thcRlght Honourable Lord SllLVHELD.

Lausanne, June 19th, 1784.******************
In this glorious feafon I frequently give tea and fupper to a dozen

men and women with eafe and reputation, and heartily wifh you

and my Lady were among them. In this corner of Europe we en-

joy, or fhall fpeedily enjoy, (befides threefcore Englifh, with Lady

Pembroke, and forty French, with the Duchefs de Sivrac at their

head,) M. and Madame Necker, the Abbe Raynal, the Hereditary

Prince of Brunfwick, Prince Henry of Pruffia, perhaps the Duke of

Cumberland
;
yet I am ftill more content with the humble natives,

than with jno/f of thefe illuftrious names. Adieu. The poll is on the

wing, and you owe me a long epiftle. I am, as ufual, in the firm

intention of writing next week to my Lady.

N° CLXXIX.

The Same to the Same.

Lausanne, Oflober i8th, 1784.

QiNCE my retreat to Laufanne our correfpondence has never re-

ceived fo long an interruption ; and as I have been equally taci-

turn with the reft of the Englifh world, it may now be a problem

among that fceptical nation, whether the Hiftorian of the Decline

and Fall be a living fubftance or an empty name. So tremendous

is the fleepy power of lazinefs and habit, that the filence of each

poft operated ftill more ftrongly to benumb the hand, and to freeze the

epijlolary ink. How or when I fhould have naturally awakened, I can-

not
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not tell ; but the preffure of my affairs, and the arrival of your laft

letter, compel me to remember that you are entrufted with the final

amputation of the beft limb of my property. The fubje£t is in

itfelf fo painful, that I have poftponed it, like a child's phyfic, from

day to day ; and lofmg whole mornings, as I walked about my

library, in ufelefs regret and impotent relblution, you will be amazed

to hear that (after peeping to fee if you are all well, and returned

from Ireland) I have not yet had the courage to perufe your letter,

for fear of meeting with fome gloomy intelligence ; and I will now

linifli what I have to fay of pecuniary matters, before I know whe-

ther its contents will fortify or overthrow my imb Ifed fentiments.

iif * * * * * :- * *

* * * * To what purpofe (will yoi. fay) are thefe

tardy and ufelefs repinings ? To arraign your n onager ? No, I am

latisfied with the fkill and firmnefs of the pilot, and complain only

of the untoward violence of the tempeft. To repent of your re-

treat into Switzerland? No, furely, every fubfcquent event has

tended to make it as neceflary as it has proved agreeable. Why
then thefe lamentations ? Hear and attend—It is to infereft (if

pofuble more ftrongly) your zeal and friendftiip, to juftify a fort of

avarice, a love of money, very foreign to my charadler, but with

which I cling to thefe laft fragments of my fortune. <^ * *
* * * -* * * * * *

As far as I can judge from the experience of a year, though I find

Laufanne much more expenfive than I imagined, yet my ftile of

living (and a very handfome ftile it is) will be brought nearly within

my ordinary revenues. I wiili our poor country could fay as much !

But it was always my favourite and rational wifh, that at the wind-

ing up of my affairs I might poflefs a fum, from one to two thou-

fand pounds, neither buried in land, nor locked up in the funds, but

free, light, and ready to obey any call of intereft, or pleafure, or

virtue ; to defray any extraordinary expence, fupport any delay, or

14 remove
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remove any obftacle. For the attainment of this obje(fl:, I truft in

your afliftance.. * * * * * * * *

*.. * * * * Thus much for this

money tranfadion ; to you I need add no other ftimulative, than

to fay that my eafe and comfort very much depend on the fuccefs of

this plan.

As I thought every man of fenfe and fortune in Ireland mufl: be

fatisfied, I did not conceive the cloud fo dark as you reprefent it.

I. will ferloufly perufe the 8vo. and in due time the 410. edi-

tion * ; it would become a claffic book, if you could find leifure

(will you ever find it ?) to introduce order and ornament. You

muft negociate dircElly with Dcyverdun ; but the ftate will not hear

of parting with their only Reynolds f. I embrace my Lady ; let

her be angry, provided fhe be well. Adieu. Yours.

P. S. The care of Ireland may have amufed you in the fummer;

but how do you. mean to employ the winter ? Do you not caft a long-

ing, . lingering look at St. Stephen's chapel ? With your fiery fpirit,

and firm judgment, I almofl wifh you there ; not for your benefit,

hut for the public. If you refolve to recover your feat, do not

liften to any fallacious and infinite projedts of intereft, conteft, re-

turn, petition, &c. but limit your expence.

N° CLXXX:

Edwj^rd Gibbon Efquirc to the Right Honourable Lady Sheffield. -

Lausanne, Oftober zzd, 1784.

A FEW weeks ago, as I v/as walking on our terrace with M. Tiflbt, >

the celebrated phyfician; M. Mercier, the author of the 7'«/^/^^,v

de Paris ; the Abbe Raynal ; Monfieur, Madame, and Mademoifelle

* Of Obfervations on the Commerce with the Americaa States,

f Alluding to his portrait.

Necker •

;
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Necker ; the Abbe de Bourbon, a natural fon of Lewie the Fifteenth,

the Hereditary Prince of Brunfwick, Prince Henry of PrufTia, and a

dozen Counts, Barons, and extraordinary perfons, among whom was

a natural fon of the Emprefs of Ruffia Are you fatisfied with this

lift ? which I could enlarge and embellifli, without departing from

truth ; and was not the Baron of Sheffield (profound as he is on

the fubjedt of the American trade) doubly miftaken with regard to

Gibbon and Laufanne ? Whenever I ufed to hint my defign of retir-

ing, that illuftrious Baron, after a proper effufion of d d fools,

condefcended to obferve, that fuch an obfcure nook in Switzerland

might pleafe me in the ignorance of youth, but that after tafting for

fo many years the various fociety of Paris and London, I fhould

foon be tired with the dull and uniform round of a provincial town.

In the winter, Laufanne is indeed reduced to its native powers ; but

during the fummer, it is poffibly, after Spa, one of the mod fa-

vourite places of general refort. The tour of Switzerland, the Alps,

and the Glaciers, is become a fafhion. Tiflbt attradts the invalids,

efpecially from France ; and a colony of Englifli have taken up the

habit of fpending their winters at Nice, and their fummers in the

Pays de Vaud. Such are the fplendour and variety of our fummer

vifitors ; and you \vill agree with me more readily than the Baron,

when I fay that this variety, inflead of being a merit, is, in my
opinion, one of the very few objedlions to the refidence of Lau-

fanne. After the diffipation of the winter I expelled to have en-

joyed, with more freedom and folitude, myfelf, my friend, my
books, and this dehcious paradife ; but my pofition and charader

make me here a fort of a public charadter, and oblige me to fee and

be feen. However, it is my firm refolutlon for next fummer to

alTume the independence of a philofopher, and to be vifible only to the

perfons whom I like. On that principle I fhould not, moft afluredly,

have avoided the Neekers and Prince Henry. The former have

purchafed the barony of Copet near Geheva 5 and as the buildings

6 were
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were very much out of repair, they pafTcd this fummer at a country-

houfe at the gates of Laufanne. They afford a new example, that

perfons who have tafted of greatnefs can feldom return with plea-

fure to a private ftation. In the moments when we were alone he

converfed with me freely, and I believe truly, on the fubjed of his

adminiftratlon and fall ; and has opened feveral paflages of modern

hiftory, which would make a very good figure in the American

book *". If they fpent the fummers at the caftle of Copet, about

nine leagues from hence, a foiTnight or three weeks vifit would be a

pleafant and healthful excurfion ; but, alas ! I fear there is little ap-

pearance of its being executed. Her health is impaired by the agi-

tation of her mind : inftead of returning to Paris, fhe is ordered to

pafs the winter in the fouthern provinces of France, and our laft

parting was folemn ; as I very much doubt whether I fliall ever

fee her again. They have now a very troublefome charge, which

you will experience in a few years, the difpofal of a Baronefs; Ma-

demoifelle f Necker, one of the greatefl heirefles in Europe, is now

about eighteen, wild, vain, but good-natured, and with a much larger

provifion of wit than of beauty : what increafes their difficulties is

their religious obftinacy of marrying her only to a proteftant. It

would be.an excellent opportunity for a young Englifhman of a great

name and a fair reputation. Prince Henry muft be a man of fenfe \

for he took more notice, and exprefl'ed more efteem for me, than

any body elfe. He is certainly (without touching his military

charader) a very lively and entertaining companion. He talked

with freedom, and generally with contempt, of moft of the princes

of Europe ; with refpedl of the Emprefs of Ruffia, but never men-

tioned the name of his brother, except once, when he hinted that

it was be hhnfdf that won the battle of Rofbach. His nephew, and

» Obfervations on the Commerce with the American States,

f Now Madame tie Staal.

VOL. r, 4 N our
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our nephew, the hereditary Pruice of Brunfwick is here for his edur-

cation. Of the Englifli, who live very much as a national, colony^

you will like to hear of Mrs. Frafer and one more. Donna Cathe-

rina * pleafes every body, by the perfedl fimplicity of her ftate of

nature. You know fhe has had refolution to return from England

(where fhe told me fhe faw you) to Laufanne, for the fake of Mifs

Briftow, who is in bad health, and in a few days they fet off for

Nice. IIk other is the Eliza ; fhe pafled through Laufanne, in her

road from Italy to England
;
poorly in health, but flill adorable,

(nay, do not frown L) and I enjoyed fome delightful hours by her

bed-fide. She wrote me a. line from Paris, but has. not executed her

promife of vifiting Laufanne in the moxith of Odlober. My pen

has run much fafter,, and much farther, than I intended on the fub-

je£t of others
;

yet, in defcribing them, I have thrown fome light

over myfelf and my fituation. A year, a very fhort one, haa Xiovi:

elapfed fince my arrival at Laufanne ; and after a cooh review of my.

fentiflients, I can fincerely declare, that I have never, during a fingle

moment, repented of having executed my ^^r^/proje<£t of retiring to

Laufanne. It is needlefs to dwell on the fatigue, the hurry,_ the vexa-

tion which I mufthave felt In the narrow and dirty circle of Englifh

politics. My prefent life wants no foil, and fhines by its own nar .

live light. The chofen- part of my library is now arrived, and ar-

ranged in a room full" as good as that in Bentinck-flreet, with this-,

difference indeed, that inftead' of looking on a flone court, tw,elve

feet fquare, I" command, 'from three windows of plate-glafs, an un-

bounded profpe£t of many a league of vineyard, of fields, of wood,

of lake, and of mountains ; a fcene which Lord' Sheffield will telL

you is fuperibr to all yovi can imagine. The climate, though fevere

in winter, has perfedly agreed with my conftitution, and the. year

is accompliihed without any return of the gout. An excellent

* The Honourable Mrs. Fraftr.

houfa,

.
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honCe, a good table, a pleafant garden, are no contemptible ingre-

dients in human happincTs. The general ftyle of ibciety hits my
fancy

;
I have cultivated a large and agreeable circle of acquaintance,

and I am much deceived if I have not laid the foundations of two
or three more intimate and valuable connexions ; but their names
woiild be indifferent, and it would require pages, or rather volumes,

to defcribe their pcrfons and characters. With regard to my {land-

ing difh, rliy dcmeflic friend, I could not be much difappointed,

after an intimacy of eight-and-twenty years. His heart and his

head are excellent ; he has the warmeft attachment for me, he is fa-

tisfied that I have the fanie for him : fome flight imperfcftions muft be

mutually fupported ; two bachelors, who have lived fo long alone and

independent, have their peculiar fancies and humours, and when the

mafk of form and ceremony is laid afide, every moment in a family-

life has not the fweetnefs of the honey-moon, even between the

hufbands and wives who have the trueft and moft tender regard for

each other. Should you be very much furprifed to hear of my
being married ? Amazing as it may feem, I do affure you that the

event is lefs improbable than it would have appeared to myfelf a

twelvemonth ago. Deyverdun and I have often agreed, in jefl. and

in earneft, that a houfe like ours would be regulated, and graced,

and enlivened, by an agreeable female companion ; but each of us

feems defirous that his friend fhould facrifice himfelf for the public

good. Since my refidence here I have lived much .in women's com-

pany J
and, to ycur credit be it fpoken, I like you rhe better the

more I Tee of you. Not that I am in love with any particular per-

fon. I have difcovered about half-a-dozen wives who would pleafe

me in dlfterent ways, and by various merits : one -as a miftrefs (a

widow, vaftly like (be Eliza; if fhe returns I a.m to bring them to-

gether) ; a fecond, a lively entertaining acquaintance ; a third, a fm-

"cere good-natured friend ; a fourth, who would reprefent with grace

and dignity at the head of my table and family ; a fifth, an excel-

4^2 icat
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lent oeconomlfl: and houfekeeper ; and a fixth, a very ufeful nurfe.

Could I find all thefe qualities united in a finglc perfon, I fhould dare

to make my addrefles, and fhould delerve to be refufed. You hint in

fome of your letters, or rather poflfcripts, that you confider me as

having renounced England, and having fixed myfelf fior the reft of

my life in Switzerland, and that you fufpe£t the fincerity of my
vague or infidious fchemes of purchafe or return. To remove, as

far as I can, your doubts and fi.ifpicions, I will tell you, on that in-

terefting fubjedl, fairly and fimply as much as I know of my own

intentions. There is little appearance that I fliall be fuddenly re-

called by the offer of a place or penfion. I have no claim to the

friendlliip of your young minifler, and fhould he propofe a Gom-

milfioner of the Cuftoms, or Secretary at Paris, the fuppofed ob-

jed;s of my low ambition, Adam in Paradife would refufe them with

contempt. Here therefore I fliall certainly live till I have finiflied

the remainder of my Hiflory ; an arduous work, which does not

proceed fo faft as I expe^Sted, amidft the avocations of fociety, and

mifcellaneous ftudy. As foon as it is completed, moft probably in

three or four years, I fhall infallibly return to England, about the

month of May or June ; and the necefTary labour of printing with

care two or three quarto volumes, will detain me till their publi-

cation, in the enfuing fpring. Lord Sheffield and yourfelf will be

the loadftone that moft forcibly attrads me ; and as I fhall be a va-

gabond on the face of the earth, I fhall be the better qualified to

domefticate myfelf with you, both in town and country. Here

then, at no very extravagant diftance, we have the certainty (if we

live) of fpending a year together, in the peace and freedom of a

friendly intercourfe ; and a year is no very contemptible portion of

this mortal exiftence. Beyond that period all is dark, but not

gloomy. Whether, after the final completion of my Hiftory, I

fhall return to Laufanne, or fettle in England, muft depend on a

thoufand events which lie beyond the reach of human forefight, the

ftate
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ftate of public and private affairs, my own health, the health and

life of Deyverdun, the various changes which may have rendered

Laufanne more dear, or lefs agreeable, to me than at prefent. But

without lofing ourfelves in this diftant futurity, which perhaps we
may never fee, and without giving any pofitive anfwer to Maria's

parting queftion, whether I lliall be buried in England or Switzer-

land, let me ferioufly and earneftly afk you, whether you do not

mean to vifit me next fummer ? The defeat at Coventry would, I

fhould think, facilitate the projedl ; fmce the Baron is no longer de-

tained the whole winter from his domeftic affairs, nor is there any

attendance on the Houfe that keeps him till Midfummer in duft and

difpute. I can fend you a pleafant route, through Normandy, Paris,

and Lyons, a vifit to the Glaciers, and your return down the Rhine,

which would be commodiouHy executed in three or four months, at

no very extravagant expence, and would be productive of health

and fpirits to you, of entertainment to you both, and of inftrucflion

to the Maria. Without the fmallefl: inconvenience to myfelf, I am
able to lodge yourfelves and family, by arranging you in the winter

apartment, which in the fummer feafon is not of any ufe to us. I

think you will be fatisfied with your habitation, and already fee you

in your dreffing-room ; a fmall pleafant room', with a delightful

profpedl to the weft and fouth. If poor aunt Kitty (you oblige me
beyond exprefhon by your tender care of that excellent woman) if

fhe were only ten years younger, I would defire you to take her

with you, but I much fear we fhall never meet again. You will

not complain of the brevity of this epiftle ; I expedl, in return, a

full and fair account of yourfelf, your thoughts and actions, foul

and body, prefent and future, in the fafe, though unreferved, con-

fidence of friendfhip. The Baron in two words hinted but an in-

different account of your health
;
you are a fine machine ; but a& he

was abfent in Ireland, I hope I underlland the caufe and the remedy.

Next
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Next To yourfelf, I want to hear of the two Baronefles. You muft

give me a faithful pi£lure (and though a mother you can give it)

©f their prefent external and internal forms ; for a year has now

elapfed, and in fbeir lives a year is an age. Adieu. Ever yours.

N° CLXXXI.

Edward Gibbon Efqulrc to the Right Honourable Lord Sheffield.

Laujanne, March i3tli, 1785.

T\ /jTY long filence (and it has been long) inuftnot,on this occafion,

^ be imputed to lazinefs, though that little devil may likewife

have been bufy. But you cannot forget how many weeks I re-

mained in fufpence, expeding every poft the final fentence, and not

knowing what to fay in that paffive uncertainty* It is now fome-

thing more; than a fortnight fmceyour laft. letter, and that of Gofling

informed me of the event. I have intended every day to write, and

every day I have flarted back with relu(flance and difgufl:, from the

confideration of the wretched fubjed:. Lenborough irrecoverably

gpne, for three-fourths of its real, at leaft of its ancient, value ; my
feal in parliament funk in the abyfs of your curfed politics, and a

balance neatly cyphered and fummed by. Gofling, which fhews me

a very fhallow purfe, in which others have a clearer right to dip'

than myfelf.

March 2 1 ft.

Another week is now elapfed, and though nothing is changed in

this too faithful ftate of my affairs, I feel myfelf able to encounter

them with more fpirit and refolution ; to look on the future, rather

than the paft, on the fair, rather than on the foul fide of the pro-

fpeft. I (hall fpeak in the confidence of friendflup, and while you

iiften to the more doleful tale of my wants and wifhes, you will

have
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Rave the ^tisfaftion of hearing fomc circumftances in my prefent

fituation of a lefs unpleafing nature, i. In the fn-ft place, I mofl

heartily rejoice in the fale, however unfavourable, of the Bucks

eftate. Confidering the dullnefs of the times, and the high intereft

of money, it is not a little to obtain even a tolerable price, and I am
fenfible how much your patience and indufcry have been exercifed"

te extort the payment. 2. Your refiftance to my Swifs expedition

was more friendly than wife. Had I yielded, after eighteen months

of fufpence and anxiety, I fhould now, a ilill poorer man, be driverr

to embrace the fame refource, which has fucceeded according to, or

even beyond, my moft fanguine expedtations. I do not pretend to

have difcovered the terreftrial paradife, which has not been known

in this world fmce the fall of Adatn ; but I can truly declare, (now

the charms of novelty are long fince faded,) that I have found the

plan of life the beft adapted to my temper and my fituation. I am

now writing to you in a rocrm as good as that in Bentinck-

ftreet, which commands the country, the lake, and the moun-

tains, and the opening profpedl of the fpring. The aforelaid

room is furnifhed without magnificence, but v/ith every conve-

niency for warmth, eafe, and ftudy, and the walls are already

covered with more than two thoufand volumes, the choice of a

chofen library. I have health, friends, an amufmg fociety, and

perfect freedom. A Commiffioner of the Excife ! the idea makes me
fick. If you aflc me what I have faved by my retreat to Laufanne ?

I*will fairly tell you (in the two great articles of a carriage and a
'

houfe in town, both which were indifpenfable, and are now anni-*

hitated, with the difference- of cltibs, public places, fervants wages,

&"e.) about' four hundred pounds^ or guineas, a year ; no inconfider-

a^e fum, when it mud be annually found as addition to an expense

w^HcK is ibmewhat larger th.'ininy |^refent 'revenue. 3. Wbal is 'then^

you wiU'aJk, my ffefeiit eJitiblifon;ent? 'This is not by any means a

cheap country j and, except in the article of \Yine, I could give a

t dinner,.
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dinner, or make a coat, perhaps for the fame price in London as at

Laufanne. My chief advantage arifes from the things which I do

not want; and in fome refpedls my ftyle of living is enlarged by the

increafe of my relative importance, an obfcure bachelor in England*

the mafter of a confiderable houfe at Laufanne. Here I am expelled

to return entertainments, to receive ladies, &c. and to perform

many duties of fociety, which, though agreeable enough in them-

felves, contribute to inflame the houfekeeper's bills. From the dif-

burfements of the firft year I cannot form anyjuft cftimate ; the ex-

traordinary expences of the journey, carriage of heavy goods from

England, the acquifition of many books, which it was not expe-

dient to tranfport, the purchafe of furniture, wine, fitting up my
library, and the irregularity of a new menage, have confumed a

pretty large fum. But in a quiet, prudent, regular courfe of life, I

think I can fupport myfelf with comfort and honour for fix or feven

hundred pounds a year, inllead of a thoufand or eleven hundred in

England.

Befides thefe uncertainties, (uncertain at leaft as to the time,) I

have a fure and honourable fupply from my own pen. I continue

my Hiftory with pleafure and affiduity ; the way is long and labo-

rious, yet I fee the end, and I can almoft promife to land in England

next September twelvemonth, with a manufcript of the current

value of about four thoufand pounds, which will afford either a

fmall income or a large capital. 5. It is in the meanwhile that my
fituation is fomewhat difficult. *****«******** **
Such are the fervices and revenues of the year ;

proceed we now, in

the ftyle of the budget, to the ways and means of extraordinary

fupplies. ***************** * I will not affront your friendihip,

by obferving that you will incur little or no rifk on this occafion.

Read, confider, ad, and write.

2 It
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It is the privilege of fricndlhip to make our friend a patient hearer,

and adlive aflbciate in our own affairs ; and I have now written five

pages on my private affairs, without faying a word either of the pub-

lic, or of yourfelf. Of the public I have little to fay ; I never was a

very warm patriot, and I grow every day a citizen of the world. The
fcramble for power or profit at Weftminfter or St. James's, and the

names of Pitt and Fox, become lefs interefting to me than thofe of Cxfar

and Pompey. You are not a friend of the young Minlftcr, but he

is a great favourite on the continent, as he appears to be flill ; and you

muft own that the fairnefs of his charadler, his eloquence, his ap-

plication to bufinefs, and even his youth, muft prepoffefs at leaft the

ignorant in his favour. Of the merit or defeats of his adminiftra-

tion I cannot pretend to fpeak ; but I find, from the complaints of

fome interefted perfons, that his reftraints on the fmuggling of tea

have already ruined the Eaft India Companies of Antwerp and

Sweden, and that even the Dutch will fcarcely find it worth their

while to fend any Ihips to China. Your Irifh friends appear to be

more quiet, at leaft the volunteers and national congrefs feem to

fubfide. How far that tranquillity muft be purchafed on our fide,

by any pernicious facrifices, you will beft decide ; and from fome

hint in your laft letters, I am inclined to think that you are lefs af-

feded than might be fuppofed with national or local prejudice.

Your introdudion I have attentively read ; the matter, though moft

important in itfelf, is out of the line of my ftudies and habits, and

the fubordinate beauties of ftyle you difclaim. Yet I can fay with

truth, that I never met with more curious and diligent inveftigation,

more ftrong fenfe, more liberal fpirit, and more cool and impartial

temper in the fame number of pages. By this time you have pro-

bably read Necker's book on the finances. Perhaps for you there is

too much French cnthufiaim and paint ; but in many rcfpcds you

muft have gained a knowledge of his country ; and on the whole,

you muft have been pleafed with the pidlure of a great and bene-

VDL. I. 40 volent
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volent mind. In your attack on Deyverdun for my pidure I cannot

promife you much fuccefs ; he feems refolved to maintain his right

of poflefDon, and your only chance would be a perfonal aflault. The

next fummer (how time flips away!) was fixed for your vifit to

Laufanne. We are prepared at all points to receive jou, my Lady,

and a princefs or two, with their train ; and if you have a proper

contempt for St. Stephen's chapel, you are perfedly free, and at

leifure (can you ever be at leifure ?) for the fummer feafon. As

you are now in a great meafurc difengaged from any affairs, you

may find time to inform me of your proceedings and your projeds.

At prefent I do not even know whether you pafs the winter at Shef-

field-Place or in Downing-flreet. My Lady revenges herfelf of my
long filence

;
yet I embrace her and the infants. Adieu. You

have deranged the Decline and Fall this morning. I have finifhed

my epiftle fince dinner, and am now going to a pleafant party and

good fupper.
,

N° CLXXXII.

.Edward Gibbon ^Jqulre to the Right Honourable Lord Sr'evvii.ld.

E
Lausanne, September 5th, 1785.

XTRACT from a weekly Englifh Paper, September jth, 1785.

" It is reported, but we hope without foundation, that the ce-

" lebrated Mr. Gibbon, who had retired to Laufanne in Switzer-

" land to finifh his valuable Hiftory, lately died in that city."

The hope of the Newfpaper-writer is very handfome and obliging

to the Hiftorian
;
yet there are feveral weighty reafons which would

incline me to believe that the intelligence may be true. Prlmo^ It

muft one day be true ; and therefore may very probably be fo at

prefent. Secundoy We may always depend on the impartiality, ac-

curacy, and veracity of an Englilh Newfpaper. Tcrtio, which is

indeed
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indeed the ftrongcfl argument, We are credibly informed that for a

long time part the faid celebrated Fliftorian has not written to any

of his friends in England j and as that refpedable perfonage had

always the reputation of a moil exa£t and regular correfpondent, it

may be fairly concluded from his filence, that he either is, or ought

to be dead. The only objection that I can forefee, is the affurancc

that Mr. G himfelf read the article as he was eating his break-

faft, and laughed very heartily at the miftake of his brother Hifto-

rian ; but as he might be defirous of concealing that unpleafant

event, we fhall not infift on his apparent health and fplrits, which

might be affedletl by that fubtle politician. He aflirms, however,

not only that he is alive, and was fo on the fifth of September, but

that his head, his heart, his ftomach, are in the moft perfect ftate,

and that the climate of Laufanne has been congenial both to his mind

and body. He confefles indeed, that after the lad; fevere winter, the

gout, his old enemy, fi-om whom he hoped to have efcaped, pur-

fued him to his retreat among the mountains of Helvetia, and that

the fiege was long, though more languid than in his precedent at-

tacks ; after fome exercife of patience he began to creep, and gra-

dually to walk ; and though he can neither run, nor fly, nor dance,

he fupports himfelf with firmnels on his two legs, and would will-

ingly kick the impertinent Gazetteer ; impertinent enough, though

more eafily to be forgiven than the infolent Courier dit Bas Rhin,

who about three years ago amufed himfelf and his readers with a

fiditious cpiftle from Mr. Gibbon to Dr. Robertfon.

Perhaps now you think, Baron, that I fhall apologize in humble

ftyle for my filence and negle£l. But, on the contrary, I do

afTure you that I am truly provoked at your Lordfhip's not conde-

fcending to be in a pafFion. I might really have been dead, I might

have been fick ; if I were neither dead nor fick, I deferved a volley cf

curfes and reproaches for my infernal lazincfs, and you have defrauded

me of my juft dues. Had I been filent till Chriftmas, till doomf-

402 day,
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day, you would never have thought it worth your while to abufe

me. Why then (let me alk in your name) did you not write be-

fore ? That Is indeed a very curious queftion of natural and moral

philofophy. Certainly I am not lazy ; elaborate quartos have proved,

and wilt abundantly prove my diligence. I cati write; fpare my
modefty on that fubjeft. I like to converfe with my friends by pen

or tongue, and as foon as I can fet myfelf a going, I know no mo-

ments that run olf more pleafantly. I am fo well convinced of that

truth, and fo much afhamed of forcing people that I love to forget

me, that I have now refolved to fet apart the firft hour of each

day for the difcharge of my obligations ; be^nning, comme de raifo7i'^

with yourfelf, and regularly proceeding to Lord Loughborough and

the reft. May Heaven give me ftrength and grace to accomplifh

this laudable, intention ! Amen. Certainly (yet I do not know

whether it be fo certain) I fliould write much oftener to you if ws
were not linked in bufmefs, and if my bufmefs had not always been

of the unpleafant and mortifying kind. Even now I fhove the ugly

monfter to the end of this epiftle, and will confine him to a page by

himfelf, that he may not infeft the purer air of our correfpondence.

Of my fituation here I have little new to fay, except a very comfort-

able and fingular truth, that my paflion for my wife or miftrefs (Fanny

Laufanne) is not palled by fatiety and poflefTion of two years. I

have feen her in all feafons, and in all humours, and though fhe lis

not without faults, they are infinitely overbalanced by her good

qualities. Her face is not handfome, but her perfon, and every

thing about her, has admirable grace and beauty ; fhe Is of a very

cheerful foclable temper; without much learning, fhe is endawed

with tafte and good fenfej and though not rich, the fimplicity of

her education makes her a very good oeconomift ; fhe Is forbid by
her parents to wear any expenfive finery; and though her limbs are

not much calculated for walking, fhe has not yet afked me to keep

her a coach. Laft fpring (not to wear the metaphor to rags) I faw

Laufanne
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LaufaiHie In a new light, during my long lit of the gout, ur.d mull

boldly declare, that either in health or ficknefs I find it I'ar more

comfortable than your huge metropolis. In London my confine-

ment was fad and folitary ; the many forgot my exiftence when they

faw me no longer at Brookes's ; and the few, who fometimes caft a

thought or an eye on their friend, were detained by bufinefs or

pleafure, the diflance of the way, or the hours of the Houfe of

Commons, and I was proud and happy if I could prevail on Elmfly

to enliven the dulnefs of the evening. Here the objedls are nearer,

and much more diftind, and I myfelf am an objed: of much larger

magnitude. People are not kinder, but they are more idle, and it

muft be confefled that, of all nations on the globe, the Englifli are

the leaft attentive to the old and infirm ; I do not mean in ads of

charity, but in the offices of civil life. During three months I have

had round my chair a fucceffion of agreeable men and women, who
came with afmile, and vanifhed at a nod ; and as foon as it was agree-

able I had a conftant party at cards, which was fometimes difmifled

to their refpedive homes, and fometimes detained by Deyverdun to

fupper, without the leafl trouble or inconvenience to myfelf. In a

word, my plan has moft completely anfwered ; and I folemnlv pro*

teft, after two years trial, that I have never in a fingle moment re-

pented ef my ti-anfmigration. The only difagreeablc circumftance

is the increafe of a race of animals with which this country has been

long infefted, and who are faid to come from an ifland in the

Northern Ocean. I am told, but it feems incredible, that upwards

of forty thoufand Englifh, mafters and fervants, are now abfent on

the continent ; and I am fure we have our full proportion, both in

town and country, from the month of Junt to that of Oftober.

The occupations of the clofet, indifferent health, v»'ant of horles,

in fome meafure plead my excufe
;
yet I do too much to pleaie my-

felf, and probably too little to fatisfy my countrymen. What is iliU

more unlucky is, that a part of the colony of this prefent year are

really
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really good company, people one knows, &c. ; the Aftons, Hales,

Hampdens, Trevors, Lady Clarges and Mifs Carter, Lord North-

ington, &c. I have feen Trevor feveral times, who talks of you, and

feems to be a more exact correfpondent than myfelf. His ivife is

much improved by her diplomatic life, and Ihines in every company,

as a woman of fafhion and elegance. But thofe who have repaid

me for the reft, were Lord and Lady Spencer. I faw them almoft

every day, at my houfe or their own, during tlieir ftay of a month
;

for they were haftening to Italy, that they might return to Lon-

don next February. He is a valuable man, and where he is fami-

liar, a pleafant companion ; ftie a channing woman, Vv-ho, with

fenie and fpirit, has the fnnplicity and playfulnefs of a child. You

are not ignorant of her talents, of which flie has left me an

agreeable fpecimen, a drawing of the Hiftoric Mule, fitting in a

thoughtful pofture to compofe. So much of felf and Co. let us

now talk a little of your houfe and your two countries. Does my

Lady ever join in the abufe which I have merited from you ? Is (he

fatisfied with her own behaviour, her unpardonable lilence, to one of

the prettieft, moft obliging, moft entertaining, moft, &c. epiftles

that ever was penned fmce the epiftles of * * * * ^s * ?

Will Ihe not view one word of reply ? I want fome account of her

fpirits, health, amufements, of the elegant accompliftiments of Maria,

and the opening graces of Louifa : of yourfelf I wifh to have fome

of thofe details which fhe is moft likely to tranfmit. Are you patient

in your exclufion from the Houfe ? Are you fatisfied with legil-

lating with your pen ? Do you pafs the whole winter in town ?

Have you refumed the purfuits of farming, &c. ? What new con-

nections, public or private, have you formed ? A tour to the conti-

nent would be the beft medicine for the fhattered nerves of a foldier

and politician. By this expreflion you will perceive that your letter

to Deyverdun is received ; it landed laft poft, after I had already

written the two firft pages of this compofition. On the whole my
friend
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friend was pleafed and flattered ; but inftead of fun-endering, or ca-

pitulating, he fcems to be making preparations for an obftinate de-

fence. He already talks of the right of pofieffion *, of the duties

of a good citizen, of a li'rif nt exeat regmmiy and of a vote of the

two hundred, that whomfoever fliall, diredly or indiredly, &c, is

an enemy to his country. Between you be the flrife, while I fit

with my fcales in my hand, like Jupiter on Mount Ida. I begin to

view with the fame indifference the combat of Achilles Pitt, and Hedlor

Fox ; for fuch, as it Ihould now feem, muft be the comparifon of

the two warriors. * * * * * i-, * *

At this diftance I am much lefs angry with bills, taxes, and propo-

fitions, than I am pleafed with Pitt for making a friend and a deferv-

ing man happy, for releafmg Batt from the fliackles of the law, and

for enhancing the gift of a fecure and honourable competency, by

the handfome manner in which it was conferred. This I under-

ftand to be the cafe, from the unfufpicious evidence of Lord North-

ington and Chief Baron Skinner ; and if I can find time, [rcfrAution^

I will fend him a hearty congratulation; if I fail, you may at leaft

communicate my intentions. Of Ireland I know nothing, and while

I am writing the Decline of a great Empire, I have not leifure to

attend to the affairs of a remote and petty province. I fee that your

friend Fofler has been hooted by the mob, and unanimoufly chofen

Speaker of the Houfe of Commons. How could Pitt expofe him-

felf to the difgrace of withdrawing his propofitions after a public

attempt ? Have Minifters no way of computing beforehand the

fenfe or nonfenfe of an Irifh Parliament ? I am quite in the dark
;

your pamphlet, or book, would probably have opened my eyes ; but,

whatever may have been the reafon, I give you viy word of ho7iotir^

that I have never feen nor heard of it. Here we are much more

•engaged with continental politics. In general we hate the Emperor,

* His portrait, painted by Sir Joihua Reynolds.

'

13 as



656 LETTERS TO AND FROM

as the enemy of peace, without danng to make war. The old Hon

of PrufTia a£ts a much more glorious part, as the champion of public

tranquillity, and the independence of the German ftates.

And now for the bitter and naufcous pill of pecuniary bufinefs,

\ipon which I (hall be as concife as poffible in the two articles of my

difcourfe, land and money. *--*** * *

It is impofliblc to hate more than I do this odious neceffity of

owing, borrowing, anticipating, and I look forwards with impatience

to the happy period when the fupplies will always be raifed within

ihe year, with a decent and ufeful furplus in the treafury. I now

truft to tlie conclufion of my Hiftory, and it will haften and fecurc

the principal comforts of my life. You will believe I am not lazy

;

yet I fear the term is fomewhat more diftant than I thought. My
long gout loft me three months in the fpring; in every great work

unforefeen dangers, and difficulties, and delays will arife ; and I

Ihould be rather forry than furprifed if next autumn was poftponed

to the enfuing fpring. If my Lady (a good creature) fhould write

to Mrs. Porten, Ihe may convey news of my life and health, without

faying any thing of this pojfible delay. Adieu. I embrace, &c.

LAUsANNf, Oftober ift, 1785.

N" CLXXXIII.

Edward Gibbon E/quire to the Right Honourable LordSuETViELD.

Lausanne, January 17th, 1786.

'EAR, all ye nations ! An epiftle from Sheffield-Place, received the

feventeenth of January, is anfwered the fame day ; and to fay

the truth, this method, which is the beft, is at the fame time the

moft eafy and pleafant. Yet I do not allow that on the laft paft

filence and delay you have any more reafon to fwear than myfelf.

Our letters croffed each other, our claims were equal, and if both

2 had

H"
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liad been fliffly maintained, our mutual filence muft have continued

till the day of judgment. The balance was doubtlefs in my favour,

if you recoiled the length, the fullncfs, the variety of pleafant and in-

ftrudlive matter of my laft difpatch. Even at prefent, of myfelf, my
occupations, my defigns, I have little or nothing to add ; and can

only fpeak dryly and briefly to very dry and difligreeable bufmefs.

* * *- * * * * * * But we fliall both agree,

that the true criminal is my Lady; and though I do fuppofe that a

letter is on the road, which will make fome amends, her obftinate,

contumacious, dilatory filence, fo many months or years fmce my
valuable letter, is worthy a royal tigrefs. * * * ,it *
* *-*-** * * *- * * *

Notwithftanding your gloomy politicians, I do love the funds ; and

were the next war to reduce them to half, the remainder would be

a better and pleafanter property, than a fimilar value in your dirty

acres. "We are now in the height of our winter amufements ; balls,

great fuppers, comedies, &c. and, except St. Stephen's, I certainly

lead a more gay and diflipated life, here, among the Alps, (by the

bye, a moft extraordinary mild winter,) than in the midft of Lon-

don. Yet my mornings, and fometimes an afternoon, are diligently

employed. My work advances, but much remains, indeed much

more than I imagined ; but a great book, like a great houfe, was

never yet finifhed at the given time. When I talk of the fpring of

eighty-feven, I fuppofe all my time well beftowed ; and what do you

think of a lit of the gout, that may difqualify me for two or three

months ? You may growl, but if you calmly refledl on my pecu-

niary and fentimental ftate, you will believe that I moft earneftly

defu-e to complete my labour, and vift England. Adieu.

VOL. J. 4 P
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N° CLXXXIV.

Edward Gibbon Efquire to the Right Honourable Lord Shevvizld.

Lausanne, May lOth, 1786.

T>Y the difFerence, I fuppofe, of the pofts of France and Germany,

. Sir Stanier's letter, though firft written, is ftill on the road,

andyour's, which I received yefterday morning, brought me the

firft account of poor Mrs. Porten's departure. There are few events

that could afflidt me more deeply, and I have been ever fince in a

ftate of mind more deferving of your pity than of your reproaches. I

certainly am not ignorant that we have nothing better to wifli for our-

felves than the fate of that beft-humoured woman, as you very juftly

ftyle her ; a good underftanding and an excellent heart, with health,

fpirits, and a competency, to live in the midft of her friends till the

age of fourfcore, and then to fhut her eyes without pain or remorfe.

Death can have deprived her only of fome years of weaknefs, per-

haps of mifery ; and for myfelf, it is furely lefs painful to lofe her

at prefent, than to find her in my vifit to England next year finking

under the weight of age and infirmities, and perhaps forgetful of

herfelf and of the perfons once the deareft to her. All this is per-

fedly true : but all thefe refledlions will not difpel a thoufand fad

and tender remembrances that rufh upon my mind. To her care I

am indebted in earlieft infancy for the prefervation of my life and

health. I was a puny child, neglefted by my mother, ftarved by

my nurfe, and of whofe being very little care or expedlation was

entertained ; without her maternal vigilance I fhould either have

been in my grave, or imperfedly lived a crooked ricketty monfter,

a burden to myfelf and others. To her inftrudions I owe the firft

rudiments of knowledge, the firft exercife of reafon, and a tafte for

books, which is ftill the pleafure and glory of my life ; and though

Ihe taught me neither language nor fcience, ftie was certainly the

10 nioft
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moll ufeful preceptor I ever had. As I grew up, an intcrcourfe of

thirty years endeared her to me, as the faithful friend and the agree-

able companion. You have feen with what freedom and confidence

we lived together, and have often admired her charader and convcr-

fation, which could alike pleafe the yotmg and the old. All this is

now loft, finally, irrecoverably loft ! I will agree with my Lady,

that the immortality of the foul is at fome times a very comfortable

doctrine. A thoufand thanks to her for her conftant kind attention

to that poor woman who is no more. I wifh I had as much to ap-

plaud, and as little to reproach, in my own behaviour towards Mrs.

Porten fince I left England ; and when I relied that my letters would

hare foothed and comforted her decline, I feel more deeply than I

can exprefs, the real negleft, and feeming indifference, of my filence.

To delay a letter from the Wednefday to the Saturday, and then

from the Saturday to the Wednefday, appears a very flight offence
;

yet in the repetition of fuch delay, weeks, months, and years will

elapfe, till the omifllon may become irretrievable, and the confe-

quence mifchievous or fatal. After a long lethargy, I had rouzed

myfelf laft week, and wrote to the three old Ladies ; my letter for

Mrs. Porten went away laft poft, Saturday night, and yours did not

arrive till Monday morning. Sir Stanier will probably open it, and

read the ti"ue pidlure of my fentiments for a friend who, when I

wrote, was already extindl. There is fomething fad and awful in

the thought, yet, on the whole, I am not forry that even this tardy

epiftle preceded my knowledge of her death : but it did not precede

(you will obferve) the information of her dangerous and declining

ftate, which I conveyed in my laft letter, and her anxious concern

that fhe fiiould never fee or hear from me again. This idea, and

the hard thoughts which you muft entertain of me, prefs fo much
on my mind, that I muft frankly acknowledge a ftrange inexcufable

fupinenefs, on which I defire you would make no comment, and

4 P 2 which
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which In fome meafure may account for my delays in correfpondlng

with you. The unpleafant nature of bufmefs, and the apprehenfion

of finding fomething difagreeable, tempted me to poftpone from day

to day, not only the anfwering, but even the opening, your penulti-

mate epiftle ; and when I received your laft, yeftcrday morning, the

fcal of the former was ftill unbroken. Oblige me fo far as to make

no refle£lions ; my own may be of fervice to me hereafter. Thus

far (except the laft fentence) I have run on with a fort of melan-

choly pleafure, and find my heart much relieved by unfolding it to

a friend. And the fubjed fo ftrongly holds me, fo much difqualifies

me for other difcourfe, either ferious or pleafant, that here I would

willingly ftop, and referve all mifcellaneous matter for a fecond vo-

lunteer epiftle. But we both know how frail are promifes, how
dangerous are delays, and there are fome pecuniary objects on which

I think it neceflary to give you an immediate, though now tardy>

explanation.

I do not return you any formal thanks for * * * * ************
I have really a hundred things to fay of myfelf, of you and Co. of

your works, of mine, of my books In Downing-ftreet, of Laufanne,

of politics, &c. &c. After this, fome epiftolary debts muft and

SHALL be paid j and to proceed with order, I have fixed this day

fortnight (May twenty-fifth) for the date and difpatch of your fe-

cond epiftle. Give me credit once more. Pray does my Lady

think herfelf abfolved from all obligation of writing to me ? To
her at leaft I am not in arrear. Adieu.
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N" CLXXXV.

Edward Gibbon Efqulrc to 5/>Stanier Porten, Kenfington-

Palace.

MY DF.AR SIR, Lausanne, May 12th, 1786.

'"pHE melancholy event which you have communicated, in your
laft obliging letter of the twenty-fourth of April, might indeed

be too naturally feared and expefted. If we confult our reafon, we
can wifh nothing better for ourfelves than the lot of that dear and
valuable friend whom we have now loft *. A warm heart, a ftrong

and clear underftanding, a moft invaluable happinefs of temper,

which fhewed her the agreeable or comfortable fide of every objed,

and every fituation ; an eafy competency, the reward of her own
attention

;
private friendfhip, general efteem, a mature age, and a

placid dechne. But thefe rational motives of confolation are infuf-

ticient to check a thoufand foft and fad remembrances that rufh into

my mind ; the iatimacy of a whole life ; of mine, at leaft, from the

earlieft dawn of my infancy ; the maternal and affiduous care of my
health, and afterwards of my mind ; the freedom and frequency of

our converfations ; the regret which I felt in our laft feparation, and

the hope, however faint and precarious, of feeing her again. Time
alone can reconcile us to this irreparable lofs, and to his healing

power I muft recommend your grief, as well as my own. I fm-

cerely applaud her very proper and natural difpofal of her effeds

and am proud of the pre-eminence which fhe has allowed me in a.

lift of dear and worthy relations.

I am too full of a iingle idea to expatiate, as I fhould otherwife

do, on indifferent matters
; yet not totally indifferent to my friends,

fince they relate to my prefent fituation. My health is in general

* His aunt, Mrs. Catherine Porten,

i ?. perfedly
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perfedbly good, and the only drawbacks feme occafional vifits of the

gout, which abate, however, in ftrength, and are grown, I think

lefs frequent and lading. The Hfe which I lead is temperate and

tranquil, and the diftemper itfelf is not common in the purity and

drynefs of the climate. After a long trial, I can now approve my
own choice of retiring to Switzerland. My delightful habitation, at

•nee in town and country ; my library, and the fociety of agreeable

men and women, compofe a very eligible plan of life, which is

ihaded with very few, and very flight exceptions. I profecute with

eafe, and regular diligence, the conclufion of my Hiflory ; and, as

far as I can judge, I may hope to deliver It to the prefs in the courfe

of next year. That important bufinefs will recal me to England,

and detain me there fome months ; and I (hall rejoice in the oppor-

tunity of revifiting my country and my friends ; among them thofe

of Kenfington-Palace hold a high and diftingulfhed place.

I truly fympathize, my dear Sir, in your paternal feelings, in the

health and progrefs of your very promlfmg children. May that,

and every other bleffing, attend both yourfelf and Lady Porten.

My friend M. Deyverdun defires to aflure you of his refpe(5t and

good wiflies. I am, dear Sir, mofl affedionately yours.

N° CLXXXVI.

Edward Gibbox FJquireto the Right Honourable Zor^/ Sheffield.

Lausakke, July 2zd, 1786.*********
* * * Since I have another page, and fome leifure moments,

we may as well employ it in friendly converfe ; the more fo, as the

great letter to which I alluded is wonderfully precarious and uncer-

tain : the more fo likewife, as our correfpondence for fome time pall

has been of an abrupt and difagreeable caft. Let us firll talk of Shef*-

field's
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field^s wotks : they are of two forts : Prima, Two nymphs, whom I

much defire to fee ; the fprightly Maria and the gentle Louifa. I

pcrfedlly reprefent them . both in the eye of fanty ; each of them

accompliflied according to her age and character, yet totally different

in their external and internal forms. Sccundo, Three pamphlets

;

pamphlets ! I cry you mercy ; three weighty treatifes, almoft as

ufeful as an inquiiy into the ftate of the primitive church. And

here let me juftify, if I have not before, my filence on a fubjed

which we authors do not eafily forgive. The firft, whofe firft edi-

tions had feen the light before I left England, followed me here in

a more complete condition ; and that Treatife on the American Trade

has been read, judged, approved, and reported. The fecond, on

Ireland, I have feen by accident the copy you fent to Mr. Trevor, who
paffed lad fummer (eighty-five) here. The third, and in my pre-

fent lituation the mofl: interefting, on the French Commerce *, I

have not yet feen by any means whatfoever, and you who know
what orders you have given to Elmfly or others, will befl difcern on

whom fhould be laid the fault and the blame. By the bye, Mrs.

Trevor is now here, without her hufband, and I am jufl: going to

fee her, about a mile out of town : fhe is judged elegant and ami-

able. But to return to your books, all that I have feen muft do you

honour, and might do the public fervice
;
you are above the trifling

decorations of ftyle ; but your fenfe is ftrong, your views im-

partial, and your induftry laudable. I find that your American

Trad is jufl tranllated into German. Do you ftill correfpond with

* * * * ? If he could eflablifh a beneficial intercourfe between

the two firfl nations in the world, I would excufe him fome little

political tergiverfation. At fome diftance of time and place, thofe

domeflic fquabbles lofe much of their importance ; and though I

fhould not forgive him any breach of private friendfhip or confi-

•Hi* A mjftake—Lord Sheffield did not publish any tra<^ on French Commerce.

dence,
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dence, I cannot much blame him if he chofe rather to f^vc his fa-

mily and his country, than to perfevere in a hopclefs and, as I fuf-

pe£t, an unpopular oppofition. You have never told me clearly

and corredtly how you fupport your ina£live retreat from the Houfc

of Commons ; whether you have refumed your long forgotten tafte

for rural and domeftic pleafures, and whether you have never caft a

look towards Coventry, or fome other borough equally pure and

refpedable. In the fliort fpace that is left I will only repeat more

diftinctly, that in the prefent contemplation of my work, June or

July of next year is the earlieft term at which I can hope to fee Eng-

land ; and if I have a fit of the gout ? I have indeed been free from

the monfter this laft twelvemonth ; but he is moft arbitrary and ca-

pricious. Of my own fituation let me fay with truth that it is tran-

quil, eafy, and well adapted to my charader. All enthufiafm is

now at an end ; I fee things in their true light, and I applaud the

judgment and choice of my retirement. I am well, happy, and

diligent ; but your kind hint of the London houfe is perfectly fuper-

fiuous; as inftead of xhcfpi-'ing, we mull already read xhtfummer of

next year. Do not be childilh or paflionate ; truft me, I wifh to

appear in England ; but it muft be with my book in my hand ; and

a book takes more time in making than a pudding. Adieu. Will

my Lady never write ?

You fee why I have left a blank in the firfl: page ; and when I

begun I had no defign of going beyond it ; and now, unlefs I have

fome extraordinary fit of diligence and zeal, fhall probably wait till

the return of your epiftle. A word before we part, about the leaft

unpleafant of my bufinefs ; my library in Downing-ftreet. Excufe

the accidental derangement ; I ihall fend for no more books, and

only beg you to give them flielter in your uninhabited parlour till

my arrival. Two or three mornings will fuffice for perfonal review,

and the fubfequent fleps of fale or travel will moft properly be ex|f»

cuted under my own eye. Once more adieu^
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N' CLXXXVII.

Edward Gibbon Efquire to Mr. Cadf.ll, Bookfclkr, London.

DEAR SIR, Lausanne, December i6th, 1786.

T RECEIVED your letter this morning (the i6th inftant), and an-

fwer it the fame day. I am a fad correfpondent, but it has been

my conftant endeavour that my negligence fliould never afFeft the

intereft or happinefs of my friends.

The report you fo kindly mention is fomewhat incorre£t. I

never could fix a particular day for dining Tvith Lord Sheffield, nor

fliould I think of performing the journey in the winter month of

February. The laft autumn was the term which I had fixed in my
hopes, and long fince in ray letters to him. It has been changed

to next fpring, and by the fpring I mud now underRand the

middle of the fummer, which I can at prefent afcertain with fome

confidence, from a nearer profpedl of the end of my work, which I

fliall bring over for the prefs. It will confift of three more quarto

volumes, fomewhat thinner, perhaps, than their predecefTors ; but as

that difference cannot be enough to afFe61: the price, it will be fo

much faved on the author's pains, and the printer's expences. I am
happy to underftand the public entertain the fame opinion of the

paft, and the fame impatience for the remainder ; and, unlefs I am
ftrangely deceived, their expedlation will not be difappointed. The

three laft volumes are laboured at leaft with equal diligence ; they

contain a longer period of time, and a far greater variety of events
5

and the whole will comprife a general feries of hlftory, from the

reign of Trajan and the Antonines, to the taking of Conftantinople

by Mahomet the Second ; with a review of Mahomet and his fuc-

cefTors, the Crufades and the Turks, as far as in their utmoft latitude

they are conneded with the fate of the Eaftern or Weftern Empirq.

vVith regard to our pecuniary arrangements, I perfuade myfelf that

VOL. I. 4 Q_^ we
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we fliall have no more difficulties now than heretofore ; that you

will cheerfully affign the" iame value to the three younger as to the

three elder brothers ; and that fo important a tranfadlion will have

been concluded in the firft inftance by three minutes of converfa-

tion, and in the fecond by three lines of a letter ; a memorable ex-

ample in the annals of authors and bookfellers. If you agree with

me on this fubjeQ-, you may provide paper, &c. as foon as you

pleafe in the fpring, in the full confidence of feeing me with my

book in the fummer ; and I fhould not be forry to learn what time

(in ufing the utmoft expedition) would be fufficient for printing,

and how late you would confent to publidi in the enfuing fpring.

At this moment, when I am ftraining every nerve to conclude my

living labours, I am ill-difpofed to lofe any time in the dull dead

work of correding a new edition. When I am in England, quiet

in the country, there would be room and leifure for a complete re-

vifion ; and I fhould have no objedion to place at the end of the

fixth volume a firing of amendments and improvements, which

hereafter might be inferted in their proper places. We fhall like-

wife have occafion for a good and general index to the whole.

I fmcerely condole with you in your various lofles : Rofe and

Strahan were indeed valuable men.. For myfelf, you will rejoice to

he,ar that I am fatisfied with ray Swlfs retirement; and that, except

fome mild and tranfient fits of the gout, I enjoy as much health and

happinefs as is compatible with the lot of man. I exped with, much

impatience Dr. Robertfon's improved edition. There are three or

four books which I fhould like to have without delay : that work,

Pennant's Ardic Zoology, White's Sermons (the Arabic profeflbr),

the Annual Regifters fmce the year 1782. With Elmlley's affift-

ance (he is a fad dog, but I will write to him foon) could you not

inclofe them in a fmall box, with any other recent publications of

merit, and difpateh them inftantly by fome more coftly and expedi-

tious mode of conveyance ? I am, moft fiiithfuily yours.

14
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N° CLXXXVIII.

Edward Gibbon Efquire to the Right Honourable LordSuEFFiiLLi}.

LAUSAN^•E, January 20t!i, 1787.

A FTER fome fallies of wratli, you feem at length to have fubfided

in fuUen filence, and I muft confefs not totally without reafon.

Yet if your mind be ftill open to truth, you will confefs that I am
not fo black as I appear, i. Your Lordlhip has fliewn much lefs

adtivity.and eloquence than formerly, and your laft letter was an

anfwer to mine, which I had expedted fome time with impatience.

Bad examples are dangerous to young people. 2. Formerly I have

negledled anfwering your epiftles on eflential, though unpleafant,

bufmefs ; and the res-puhllca or pr'ivata may have fufiered by

my negledt. Suppofmg therefore we had no tranfa£tions, why

fliould ^v\'rlte fo often ? To exchange fentimental compliments, or

to relate the various and important tranfaftions of the republic of

Laufanne. As long as I do not inform you of my death, you have

good grounds to believe me alive and well. You have a general,

and will foon have a more particular idea of my fyftem and arrange-

ment here. One day glides away after another in tranquil uni-

formity. Every objeift muft have fides and moments lefs luminous

than others ; but, upon the whole, the life and the place which I have

chofen are moft happily adapted to my character and circumftances

;

and I can now repeat, at the end of three years, v/hat I foon and

fmcerely affirmed, that never, in a fingle inftant, have I repented of

my fcheme of retirement to Laufanne ; a retirement which was

judged by my beft and wifeft friend a projedl little fhort of infanity.

The place, the people, the climate, have anfwered or exceeded my
warmeft expedlations. And though I truly rejoice in my approach-

in^ vifit to England, Mr. Pitt, vv'cre he your friend and mine, would

not find it an eafy taflc to prevent my return. 3. And now let me add

4 Q^ ci a third



668 LETTERS TO AND FROM

a third reafon, which often diverted me from writing ; namely, my
impatience to fee you this next fummer. I am building a great

book, which, befides the three ftories already expofed to the public

eye, will have three ftories more before we reach the roof and

battlements. You too have built or altered a great Gothic caftle

with baronial battlements. Did you fini{h it within the time you-

intended ? As that time drew near, did you not find a thoufand

namelefs and unexpe£ted works that muft be performed ; each of

them calling for i portion of time and labour ? and had you not de-

fpifed, nobly defpifed, the minute diligence of finilhing, fitting up,

and furnifhing the apartments, you would have difcovered a new

train of indifpenfable bufinefs. Such, at lead, has been my cafe.

A long vv'hile ago, when I contemplated the diftant profpedl of my
work, I gave you and myfelf fome hopes of landing in England lafi

autumn ; but, ala^ ! when autumn grew near, hills began to rife on

hills, Alps on Alps, and I found my journey far more tedious and

toilfome than I had imagined. When I look back on the length of

the imdertaking, and the variety of materials, I cannot accufe, or

fuffer myfelf to be accufed of idlenefs
; yet it appeared that unlefs I

doubled my diligence, another year, and perhaps more, would elapfe

before I could embark with my complete manufcript. Under thefe

circumfi:ances I took, and am ftlll executing, a bold and meritorious

refolutlon. The mornings in winter, and in a country of early

dinners, are very concife ; to them, my ufual period of ftudy, I

now frequently add the evenings, renounce cards and fociety, refufe

the moft agreeable evenings, or perhaps make my appearance at a

late fupper. By this extraordinary induftry, which I never prac-

tifed before, and to which I hope never to be again reduced, I fee the

laft part of my Hiftory growing apace under my hands ; all my
materials are colle<fled and arranged; I can exactly compute, by the

fquare foot, or the fquare page, all that remains to be done ; and af-

ter concluding text and notes, after a general review of my time

and
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and my ground, I now can decifively afcertain the final period of

the Decline and Fall, and can boldly promife that I will dine with

you at Sheffield-Place in the month of Auguft, or perhaps of July,

in the prefent year; within lefs than a twelvemonth of the term

which I had loofely and originally fixed ; and perhaps it would not

be eafy to find a work of that fize and importance in which the

workman has fo tolerably kept his word with himfelf and the public.

But in this fituation, opprelled with this particular objedt, and deal-

ing every hour from my amufement, to the fatigue of the pen, and

the eyes, you will conceive, or you might conceive, how little fto-

mach I have for the epiftolary ftyle ; and that inftead of idle, though

friendly, correfpondence, I think it far more agreeable to employ

my time in the efl'edlual meafures that may haften and exhilarate our

perfonal interview. About a month ago I had a voluntary, and not

unpleafing, eplftle from Cadell ; he informs me that he is going to

print a new oftavo edition, the former being exhaufted, and that the

public expedl with impatience the conclufion of that excellent work*

whofe reputation increafes every day, &c. I anfwered him by the

return of the port, to inform him of the period and extent of my
labours, and to exprefs a reafonable hope that he would fet the fame

value on the three lafi: as he had done on the three former volumes.

Should we conclude in this eafy manner a tranfadlion fo honourable

to the author and bookfeller, my way is clear and open before me
;

in pecuniary matters I think I am afllired for the reft of my life of

never troubling my friends, or being troubled myfelf ; a ftate to

which I afpire, and which I indeed deferve, if not by my manage-

ment, at leaft by moderation.

In your laft, you talk more of the French treaty than of yourfelf

and your wife and family ; a true Englifli quid fiunc t For my partj

in this remote, inland, neutral country, you will fuppofe, that after

a flight glance on the papers, I have neither had the means nor the

inclination to think very deeply about it. As a citizen of the world,

13 a cha-
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a charader to which I am every day rifing or finking, I mufl; rejoice

in every agreement that diminiflies the feparation between neigh-

bouring coimtries, which foftens their prejudices, unites their in-

tcrefts and induftry, and renders their future hoftilities lefs frequent

and lefs implacable. With regard to the prefent treaty, I hope both

nations are gainers ; fince otherwife it cannot be lading ; and fuch

double mutual gain is furely poflible in fair trade, though it could

hot eafily happen in the mifchievous amufements of war and gaining.

* * « * * * * * *

* * * * What a delightful hand have thefe great

ftatefmen made of it fince my departure ! without power, and, as

far as I can fee, without hope. When we meet I fhall advife you

to digeft all your political and commercial knowledge, (England, Ire-

land, France, America,) and, with fome attention to ftyle and order,

to make the whole a claffic book, which may preferve your name

and benefit your country. I know not v/hether you have feen Sir

Henry Clinton fince his return : he paffed a day with me, and

feemed pleafed with my reception and place. We talked over you

and the American war. I embrace the fileiit my Lady and the two

honourable Mifies, whom I figh to behold and admire. -Adieu.

Ever yours.

Though I can part with land, you find I cannot part with books :

the remainder of my library has fo long embarrafled your room,

that it may now await my prefence and final judgment. Has my
Lady read a novel intitled Caroline de Litchfield, of our home ma-

nufadure ; I may fay of ours, fince Deyverdun and myfelf were

the judo-es and patrons of the manufcript. The author, who is fince

married a fecond time, (Madame de Croufaz, now Montolieu,) is a

charming woman. I was in fome danger. Once more, bar a long

fitxDf the gout, and the Hiftoriaa will land at Dover before the end

of July. Adieu.
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N° CLXXXIX.

Edward Gibbon Efqulre to Afr. Cadell, London.

DEAR SIR, Lausanne, February 24th, 1787.

T AM perfeftly fatlsfied with your's and Mr. Strahan's cheerful and

liberal aflcnt to my propoflil, and am glad to find that your part-

ner has not degenerated from his worthy father, whofe lofs I fin-

cerely lament. The fole remaining difficulty (of the volumes falling

below the guinea price) it is unneceffary for the prefent to difcufs

as I think it unlikely to happen. As I am refolved to finifh and revife

the work before I leave Laufanne, it will depend on yourfelf to ar-

range your preparations of paper, &c. in fuch a manner that we
may lofe no time, but go to prefs the firft week after my arrival.

But in the; mean while I wifh you to refle£t and inquire; ift. In

how many months the impreffion of the three volumes may be com-
pleted, either v/ith ordinary or extraordinary diligence. And,

2dly, How late in next year you would be defirous or willino- to

publifli. On my revifal I may find more alterations and improve-

ments to make than I at prefent forefee ; I may be difabled by a fit

of the gout ; and your fpeedy anfwer will inform ffie of the utmoft

latitude in which I may be indulged, without totally difconcerting our

common intereft. You probably agree with me in the neceffity of

a good general index for the fix volumes. If you are pofieffed of

an intelligent workman, he might without delay take in hand the

firft three volumes ; but in that cafe I muft defire him to fend me as

foon as pofflble afjort fpeclmen by the poft. I have thought on the

fubjcdt of index-making, and can give him fome advice, which will

abridge the fize, vsrithout impairing the ufe and value of his alpha-

betical table. By a letter of the thirteenth inftant, Elmfley informs

me that he is on the point of fending the books ; and I hope to

have
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have them here before the end of next month. I propofe writing

to him very foon ; but as the events of life are imcertain, it may be

fafcr to anfwer his queftion through your channel :
" The author of

" Caroline (Madame de Croufaz) is now become Madame la Ba-

" ronne de Montolicu by fccond xTiarriage, and has other cares and

" pleafures befides thofe of writing. Her pen is not idle, but her

" new fchemes of romance are not in any degree of forwardnefs

" or maturity. Perhaps an handfome propoflil from an Englifh

" bookfeller might ftimulate her diligence." I am fmcerely yours.

In our ftyle of negociation it is almofi; fuperfiuous to fay that I

refcrve about a fcore of copies for myfelf and my friends.

N^ CXC.

Edward Gibbon Efquire to the Right Honourable Lord Su'EVtullv).

Lausanne, June 2d, 1787.

T BEGIN to difcover that if I wait till I could atchieve a juft and

fatisfaftory epiftle, equally pleafant and inftruftive, you would

have a poor chance of hearing from me. I will therefore content

myfelf with a fimple anfwer to a queftion, which (I love to believe)

you repeat with fome impatience :
" When may we exped you in

*' England ?" My great building is, as it were, completed, and

fome flighi ornaments, the painting and glazing of the laft finifhed

rooms may be difpatched without inconvenience in the autumnal

refidence of Sheffield-Place. It is therefore my fmcere and peremp-

tory intention to depart from Laufanne about the twentieth of July,

and to find myfelf {vie trouver) in London on or before the glorious

firft of Auguft. I know of nothing that can prevent it but a fit of

the gout, the capricious tyrant, who obeys no laws either of time

or place ; and fo unfortunately are we circumftanced, that fuch a fit,

if
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if It came late and lafted long, would cffedtually dlfable me from

coming till next fpring ; fince thereby I fliould lofe the feafon, the

monfoon, for the imprefTion of three quarto volumes, which will

require nine months (a regular parturition), and cannot advantage-

oufly appear after the beginning or middle of May. At the fame

time do not be apprehenfive that I mean to play you a dog's trick.

From a thoufand motives it is my wifh to come over this year : the

defire of feeing you, and the J/eniful/az my Lady; the family ar-

rangements, difcharge of fervants, which I have already made ; the

ftrong wifh' of fettling my three youngefl children in a manner
honourable to them and beneficial to their parents. Much mifcella-

neous matter rifes to my pen, but I will not be tempted to turn the

leaf Exped me therefore at Sheffield-Place, with ftrong probability,

about the fifteenth of Auguft. Adieu. Yours.

N'' CXCI.

Edward Gibbon E/^uirc to the Right Honourable LordSuEvviELD.

Lausanne, July 2111, 1787.

^TpHE twentieth of July Is paft, and I am ftill at Laufanne ; but

the march of heavy bodies, fuch as armies and hiftorians, can

leldom be forefeen or fixed to a precife day. Some particular rea-

fons have engaged me to allow myfelf another week ; and the day

of my departure is now [I believe) determined for Sunday the twenty-

fiinth inftant. You know the road and the diftance. I am no rapid

Englifh traveller, and my fervant is not accuftomed to ride poft. I

was never fond of deeds of darknefs, and if the weather be hot, we
muft repofe in the middle of the day. Yet the roads are in general

good : between fun and fun the intei-val is long ; and, barring the

•accidents of winds and waves, I think it poffible to reach London

in ten or twelve days ; viz. on or before the ninth of Auguft, With

VOL. I, 4 R yowr
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your adlive fplrit, you will fcarce underftarxd how I can look on tliia

eafy journey with fome degree of reluctance and apprehenfion ; but

after a tranquil fedentary life of four years, (having lain but a fingle

night out of my own bed,) I fee mountains and monfters in the

way ; and fo happy do I feel myfelf at home, that nothing but the

flrongeft calls of friendfhip and intereil could drag me from hence.

You ingenioufly propofe that I fliould turn off at Sittingbourn, and

feem to wonder what bufinefs I can find, or make, for an immediate

refidence in the capital. Have you totally forgot that I bring over

three quarto voumes for the prefs ? and are you ignorant that not a

moment muil be loft, if we are defirous of appearing at a proper feafon;

and that I muft fet the machine in motion before I can fecede to Shef-

field-Place with an eafy mind, and for a reafonable term ? Of this be

aflured, that I fhall not be lefs impatient than yourfelf, and that, of hu--

man two-legged animals, yourfelfand yours are the firft whom I fhall

wlfh to fee in England. For myfelf, 1 do not regret the occupancy

of Downing-ftreet ; in my firft vifit to London, a lodging or hotel

in the Adelphi will be more convenient ; but I have fome anxiety

about my books, and muft try whether I can approach thofe holy

relics, without offending the delicacy of an amiable Duchefs. Our

interview is fo near, that I have little more to add, except a caution

about my own concerns, in which you will confefs, that from
,

and , to , I have been generally unlucky. If any thing

remains, prefent or future, it muft be agitated and decided ; but all

retrofpeds are ufelefs and painful, and we have fo many pleafant

fubjefts of converfation, that all fuch odious matters may be buried

in oblivion. Adieu. I embrace my Lady and Louifa, but I no

longer prefume, even on paper, to embrace the blooming Maria.

Ever yours.
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N° CXCII.

Edward Gibbon Efqidrc to the Right Honourable LordSllEVVlLLD.

Adeephi Hotel, Auguft 8th, 1787.

TntelligCnce extraordinary. This day (Auguft the feveiith)

the celebrated E. G. arrived with a numerous retinue (one fer-

vant). We hear that he has brought over from Laulannc the re-

mainder of his Hiftory for immediate publication. The poft had

left town before my arrival. I am pleafed, but indeed aftonifhed, to

find myfelf in London, after a journey of fix hundred miles, and

hardly yet conceive how I had refolution to undertake it. I find

rayfelf not a little fatigued, and have devoted this hot day to pri-

vacy and repofe, without having feen any body except Cadell and

Elmfley, and my neighbour Batt, whofe civility amounts to kind-

nefs and real friendflaip. But you may depend on it, that inftead of

fauntering in town, or giving way to every temptation, I will dif-

patch my neceflary work, and haften with impatience to the groves

of Sheffield-Place ; a projetSt fomewhat more rational than the hafty

turbulent vifit which your vigour had imagined. If you come up

to quicken my diligence we fliall meet the fooner; but I fee no ap-

pearance of my leaving town before the end of next week. I em-

brace, &c. Adieu.

N° CXCIII.

T/je Same to the Same.

I

Monday Afternoon, i7!!7.

PRECIPITATE, I inconvenience ! Alas ! alas ! I am a poor mi-

ferable cripple, confined to my chair. Laft Wednefday evening I

felt feme flying fymptoms of the gout ; for two fucceeding days I

4 R 2 rtruggled
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ftruggled bravely, and went in a chair to dine with Batt and Lord

Loughborough : but on Saturday I yielded to my conqueror. I

have now pafled three vvearifome days without amufement, and

three mifeiable nights without fleep. Yet my acquaintance are cha-

ritable ; and as virtue ihould never be made too difficult, I feel that a

man has more friends in Pall-mall than in Bentinck-llreet. This fit is

remarkably painful ; the enemy is polTefled of the left foot and knee,

and how far he may carry the war God only knows. Of futurity

it is impofTible to fpeak ; but it will be fortunate if I am able to

leave town by the end, not of this, but of the enfuing week. What

may be the future progrefs, whether flow or rapid, fiudtuating or

fteady, time alone will determine ; and to that mafter of human

knowledge I muft leave our Bath journey. Pity me, magnanimous

Baron
;
pity me, tender females

;
pity me, Swifs exile * ; and be-

lieve me, it is far better to be learning Englifh at Uckfield. I write

with difficulty, as the leaft motion or conftraint in my attitude is

repeated by all the nerves and finews in my knee. But you fliall

find each day a note or bulletin of my health. To-morrow I mini

give pain to Mrs. G . Adieu. Ever yours.

N" CXCIV.

Edward Gibbon Efquire to the Right Honourable Lady Sheffield.

A'

Bath, December iSth, 1787.

LAS ! alas ! alas ! How vain and fallacious are all the defigns of

man. This is now the, eighteenth of December, precifely one

month fmce my departure from Sheffield-Place ; and it was firmly

my wifh, my hope, my refolution, that after difpatching fome need-

ful bufmefs in London, and accomplifhing a pious duty at Bath, I

» M. Wilhel. de Severy.

9 fhould
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lliould by this day be reftored to the tranquil leifure, and friendly

fociety, of Sheffield-Place. A cruel tyrant has difconcerted all my
plans ; my bufinefs in town has been negleded, my attendance at

Bath is juft begun, and my return is yet diftant. I was not a little

edified to hear of fome expreffions of regret and difcontent on my
departure ; and though I am not able to produce as good evidence,

you will perhaps believe that in the folitude of a London lodging I

often railed at the gout for malicioufly delaying his attack till I was

removed from a place where my fufferings would have been allevi-

ated by every kind and comfortable attention. I grew at laft fo

defperately impatient, as to refolve on immediate flight, without

waiting till I had totally expelled the foe, and recovered my flrength.

I performed the journey vi'ith tolerable eafe, but the motion has agi-

tated the remains of the humour. I am very lame, and a fecond

fit may poffibly be the punifliment of my raflinefs..

As yet I have feen nothing of Bath except Mrs. G ; and weak-

nefs, as well as propriety, will confine me very clofely to her. Lord

Sheffield, with Mrs. Holroyd and Maria, dined with us yefterday.

We begin to throw out hints of the fhortnefs of our ftay, and in-

difpenfable bufinefs ; and, unlefs I fhould be confined by the gout,

it is refolved in our cabinet to leave Bath on Tluu^fday the twenty-

fixth, and paffing through Lord Loughborough's and town, to fettle

at Sheffield-Place, mofl: afluredly, before the end of the year. For

my own part I can fay with truth, that did not the prefs loudly de-

mand my prefence, I could, without a figh, allow the Duchefs to

reign in Downing-ftreet the greatefl: part of the w-inter, and ffiould

be happy in the fociety of two perfons (no common bleffing) whom
I love, and by whom I am beloved.

Adieu, dear Madam, and believe me, with the affedlon of a

friend and a brother, ever yours.
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N'' CXCV.

Dr. William Robertson to Mr. Gibbon.

MY DEAR SIR, College of Edinburgh, February 2;th, 1788.

'T~*HOUOH you have now been fome time in London, yet as I heard

of your welfare by different channels, and as I know from expe-

rience how much a man has to do who is printing three quartos, even

after he thinks they are altogether ready for the prefs, I have hitherto

forborne to interrupt you by any letter or inquiry of mine. But

there is fuch a general impatience to fee your new publication among

people of letters here ; and, as your friend, I am fo frequently in-

terrogated about the length it has advanced, and the time when it

will appear, that I begin to be afliamed of knowing nothing more

about it than other people. I niuft requeft of you then to furnlfh

me with fuch information as may both prefer\^e my credit, and gra-

tify my own curiofity. ^ly expectations from this part of your

work are, indeed, very high. Your materials begin to improve, ajad

are certainly much more copious than during a great part of the pe-

riod you have gone through. You have three or four events as

o-reat, and fplendid, and fingular, as the heart of an hiftorian could

wifh to delineate. The contemporary writers will furnifh you with

all the neceflary fiids. To adorn them as elegant writers, or to ac-

count for them as phllofophers, never entered into their heads. This

they have left to you.

Since you went to the continent I have not done fo much as T

wifhed. My health, until lately, has been more fhattered ; and as

I advance in life, (I am now fixty-fix,) though my faculties, I ima-

gine, are ftill entire, yet I find my mind lefs adive and ardent. I

have, however, finifhed a very careful revife of all my works, and

have given them the laft polifh they will receive from my hand. I

13 have
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have made fome additions to each of them, and in the Hiftory of

Scotland pretty confiderable ones. I have defired Mr. Strahan to

fend to you a copy of them uniformly bound, and hope you will

accept of them, as a memorial of my efteem and aftedion. You

will fee that I have got in Mr. Whitaker an adverfary fo bigotted

and zealous, that though I have denied no article of faith, and am

at lead as orthodox as he himfelf, yet he rails againft me with all

the afperity of theological hatred. I fhall adhere to my fixed

maxim of making no reply. May I hope that when you fee Lord

Loughborough you will remember me to him with kindnefe and re-

fped;. Our friend Mr. Smith, whom we were in great danger of

lofmg, is now almoft perfedly re-eftablifhed. I have the honour to

be, with great truth, your moft faithful humble fervant^

William Robertson^

N° CXCVI.

Edward Gibbon Efqulre to the Right Honourable Lord Sheffield.

DOWNING-STREET, June2lft, I788.

TNSTEAD of the Hiftorian you receive a fhort letter, In your eyes

an indifpenfable tribute. This day, at length, after long delay

and frequent expoftulation, I have received the writings, which I

am now in the adl of figning, fealing, and delivering, according to

the lawyer's diredions. ***************! long to be at ShefEeld-Place. You

fee my departure is not poftponed a moment by idlenefs or pleafure,

but the precife day ftill hangs on contingencies, and we muft all be

patient, if our wifhes fhould be thwarted. I fay our wifhes, for I

fmcerely defire to be with you. I have had many dinners, fome

fplendid and memorable, with Haftings lail Thurfday, with the

Prince of Wales next Tuefday at Craufurd's. But the town empties,

Tcxier is filent, and in an evening, I dejtderate the refources of a

fiimily
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family or a club. Caplin has finifticd the Herculean labour, and

feven majeftic boxes will abdicate on Monday your hall. Severy

has likewife difpatched his affairs, and fccured his companion Clarke,

who is arrived in town ; but his fchemes are abridged by the inexo-

rable rigour of Lord Howe, who has afliired our great and fair in-

tcrcelTors, that by the King's order the dock-yards are ftuit againft

all ftrangers. We therefore give up Portfmouth, and content our-

felves with two fliort trips ; one to Stowe and Oxford, the other to

Chatham ; and if we can catch a launch and review, e7icore vit on.

He (Severy, not Lord Howe,) falutes with me the family. Adieu.

Yours.

N° CXCVII.

Bdward Gibbon 'Efquire to the Right Honourable Lord Sheffield..

A'

DowNi NG-sTREET, Saturday.

cCORDING to your imperious law I write a line, to poftpone

my arrival till Friday, or perhaps Saturday, but I hope Friday, .

and I promife you that not a moment fhall be wafted. And now let

Tne add a cool word as to my final departure, which is irrevoc-

ably fixed between the tenth and fifteenth of July. After a full and

free enjoyment of each other's fociety, let us fubmit, without a

ftruggle, to reafon and fate. It would be idle to pretend bufinefs at

Xaufanne ; but a complete year will elapfe before my return. Severy

and myfelf are now expeded with fome impatience. I am thank-

ful for your hofpitable entertainment ; but I vvifh you to remember

Homer's admirable precept

:

" Welcome the coming, fpeed ihe. parting gueft."

Sparc me, therefore, fpare yourfelf, the trouble of a fruitlefs conteft, ,

in which, according to a great author, I forefee a certain lofs of X^

time, and a probable lofs of temper. I believe we Ihall have both

Craufurd and Hugonin at Sheffield-Place. Adieu.
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N" CXCVIII.

Tbe Same to the Same.

Downing-stri;et, Saturday, June 1788.

J HAVE but a moment between my return borne and my drefllng,

and heartily tired I am ; for I am now involved in the horrors of

fhopping, packing, &c. yet I muft write four lines, to prevent a growl,

which might falute the arrival of an empty-handed poll on Sunday.

I hope the whole caravan, Chriftians and Pagans, arrived in good

health at the caftle ; that the turrets begin to rife to the third heaven
;

that each has found a proper occupation ; and that Tuft * enjoys the

freedom and felicity of the lawn. Yefterday the auguft fcene was

clofed for this year. Sheridan furpafled himfelf ; and though I am
far from confidering him as a perfedl orator, there were many beau-

tiful paflages in his fpeech, on juftice, filial love, &:c. ; one of

the clofeft chains of argument I ever heard, to prove that Haftings

was refponfible for the a£ts of Middleton ; and a compliment, much
admired, to a certain Hiftorian of your acquaintance. Sheridan, in

the clofe of his fpeech, funk into Burke's arras ; but I called this

morning, he is perfectly well. I fear that I fhall not be able to dine

at home a fingle day. To-morrow Severy and myfelf go to Bufhy.

I hope to be with you by Sunday the twenty-fecond iaftant. The

cafing of my books is a prodigious operation. Adieu.

N° CXCIX.

Dr. William Robertson to Mr. Gibbon.

DEAR SIR, College of Edinburgh, July 30th, 178S.

T ONG before this I fliould have acknowledged the receipt of your

moft acceptable prefent ; but for feveral weeks I have been af^

Aided with a violent fit of deafnefs, and that unfocial malady is always

* Lady Sheffield's lap-dog.

VOL. I. 4 S accompanied
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accompanied with fuch a degree of languor, as renders even the

writing of a letter an effort. During my folitude the perufal of your

book has been my chief amufement and confolation. I have gone

through it once with great attention, and am now advanced to the

laft volume in my fecpnd reading. I ventured to predict the fuperior

excellence of the volumes lately publifhcd, and I have not been a

fiilfe prophet. Indeed, when I confider the extent of your under-

taking, and the immenfe labour of hiftorical and philofophic re-

I'earch requifite towards executing every part of it, I am aftonifhed

that all this lliould have been accomplifhed by one man. I know-

no example, in any age or nation, of fuch a vaft body of valuable

and el»gant information communicated by any individual. I feel^

hov/ever, fome degree of mortification mingled with my aftonifli-

ment. Before you began your hiftoric career, I ufed to pride myfelf

in being at leaft the moft induftrious hiftorian of the age ; but now,

alas ! I can pretend no longer even to that praife, and muft fay, a&

Pliny did of his uncle, Si comparer illi fum defidiojijjimiis. Your

ftyle appears to me improved in thefe new volumes ; by the habit

ef writing, you write with greater eafe. I am forry to find that our

ideas on the effeds of the Crufades do not altogether coincide. I

confidered that point with great care, and cannot help thinking ftill

that my opinion was well founded. I fhall confult the autho-

rities to which I refer ; for when my fentiments differ from yours,

I have Tome reafon to diftruil them, and I may poffibly trouble you

with a letter on the fubje£t. I am much flattered with the manner

in which you have fo often mentioned my name. Lcetusfum lau-

dar'i a tc laudato v'lro. I feel much fatisfadtion in having been di-

fUnguilhed by the two hiftorians of my own times, whofe favour-

able opinion I was moft ambitious of obtaining.

I hope tlys letter may find you ftill in England. When you re-

turn to Laufanne, permit me to recommend to your good offices my

youngeft fon, who is now at Yverdun on account of his health, and

lives with M. Herman, a clergyman there. You will fiud the

young
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young man (if you can rely on the partial teftimony of a father)

fenfiblc, modeft, and well-bred, and though no great fcholar, he

has feen much ; having returned from India, where he ferved laft

war, by Baflbra, Bagdat, Moufful, and Aleppo. He is now a Cap-

tain in the twenty-third regiment. If you have any friend at Yver-

dun, be fo good as to recommend him. It will do him credit

to have your countenance. I have defired him to pay his rcfpcds

to you at Laufanne. Farewell, my dear Sir. I ever am yours moft

faithfully,

William Robertson.

N°CC.

i)r. Adam Smith to iWr. Gibbon.

MY DEAR FRIEND, Edinburgh, December loth, 1788.

T HAVE ten thoufand apologies to make, for not having long ago

returned you my befl thanks for the very agreeable prefent you

made me of the three laft volumes of your Hiftory. I cannot ex-

prefs to you the pleafure it gives me to find, that by the univerfal

affent of every man of talle and learning, whom I either know or

correfpond with, it fets you at the very head of the whole literary

tribe at prefent exlfting in Europe. I ever am, my dear friend, moft

affedionately yours,

Adam Smith.

N° CCI.

Mr. Gibbon to M/-. Cadell, Bookfdlcr, London.

Lausanne, February i i th, 1789.

y SHOULD be much more aftiamed of my filenee, were I not fatif.

fied that you have received a recent and favourable account of me

from fome of our friends who have vifited this place fince my re-

4 s 2 turn.
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turn. But I fhould be inexcufable, did I not thank you for your

kind and feaibnable widies, vliich 1 can return with equal fmcerity.

I do not propofe making any improvements or corredions in the

odlavo edition which you meditate ; fome flight akerations would give

me more trouble than plealure. A thorough revifion of the whole

work would be the labour of many months ; it may be the amufe^

meat of my old ape, and will be a valuable legacy, to renew your

copy-right at the expiration of the \Jl fourteen years. In the mean

while,, fome expedition may be ufeful to guard your property from

the unexpeded invafion offoreign pirates. Eight volumes in odlavo

are already printed at Bafil, and the remainder is expe£led every day.

I am both glad and forry to inform you, that the type is neat, the

paper tolerable, and the text wonderfully corre£t. I hear of another

Englifli edition in Saxony, and of two French tranflations advancing

^with fpeed and emulation at Paris. Of the fuccefs of the work at

home you are bed qualified, and mod interefted, to judge ; and I

am happy to find that you exprefs yourfelf, with fome referve, fatif-

fied with the fale. From fome reports of angry criticifms, and from

the ufe and abufe of my name in the papers, I perceive that I am

not forgotten. Before a year has elapfed from the time of publica-r

tion, my Hiftory will have been perufed by fome thoufand readers

of various charaders and underftandings. Each will probably find

fomething to blame, and I hope fomething to com.mend ; and the

balance of their private judgments will fix the public eftimate of its

merit and reputation. Since my return I have been, as I. promife

in the preface, very bufy an very idle in my library : feveral ideal

.

works have been embraced and thrown afide ; but if the warm

weather fl:iould ripen any projed to form and maturity, you may

depend on the earlieft intelligence. 1 have received a very friendly

and flattering letter from Dr. Robertfon, and have had the pleafure

of fliewing fome civilities to his fon during his refidence in this

place. If you can, fend me a.good account of Adam Smith; therg

IS
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h no man more fmcerely Interefted in his welfare than myfclf, I

beg you will prcfent my compliments to all our friends, particularly to

Mr. Strahan and Dr. Gillies. Tell Elmfley, that I have received with

due contrition, his tMrd letter : unlefs you are fpecdy, my anfwer

ivi/I anticipate your information. I am moft faithfully yours.

N" ecu.

Edward Gibbon E/q/iire to Lady Vortiili<!^ Kenfington-palace.

DEAR MADAM, Lausanne, June 27th, 1789,

T RECEIVED with more concern than furprize, your kind notification

of my poor uncle's departure. My own knowledge of his many
valuable qualities teaches me to fympathize in your lofs ; but his long

infirmities and gradual decay mufl have prepared you for the melan-

choly event, and your own reafon will fuggeft the bell and ftrongeft mo-

tives of confolation ; among thefe is your regard for the amiable chil-

dren whom he has left behind. Your labours for their future happinefs

will be affifted by all your friends, who are attached to his memory

;

and for my own part, I beg leave to affure you, that on every occa-

fion I fhall confider them as my near and dear relations. When I

had laft the pleafure of feeing Charlotte at Kenfington, I was de-

lighted with her innocent cheerfulnefs, with her affiduous care of

her poor father, and with an appearance of fenfe and dlfcretion far

beyond her years. How happy Ihould I think myfelf, if I had a

daughter of her age and difpofition, who in a fliort time would be

qualified to govern my family, and to be my companion and comfort,

in the decline of life !

You will, I am fure, be pleafed to hear that my fituation at Lau-

fanne continues, almofi: in every refpe£t, as agreeable as I could wifh'.-

The only circumftance which embitters my happinefs, is the Jeclin--

ing health of my friend Monf. Deyverdun. I cannot long flatter,

myfelf with the hope of polTeifing him. I am, dear Madam, &c.
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N' CCIII.

Mr, Gibbon to Mr. Cadell.

I

DEAR SIR, Lausanne, November 17th, 1790.

SHOULD indeed be inexcufable for my long neglea of your

laft obliging letter, had it not reached me in a moment of pain

and weaknefs, in a fit of the gout, the longeft and moft fevere that

I have ever known. A letter with me is no trifling enterprize

;

and before I could find ftrength, and time, and refolution, the oc-

cafion on which you fo handfomely confulted me was already paft.

I fuppofe that the abridgment of my Hiflory is now freely circu-

lated, either with or without your name; nor can I forefee any

poflible mifchief, either for mj reputation or yoi/r intereft. A tranf-

lation, an abridgment, or even a criticifm, always proves the fuccefs,

and confequently extends the fale, of any popular work.

As I am inclined to flatter myfelf that you have no reafon to be

difpleafed with your purchafe, I now wifh. to afk you whether you

feel yourfelf difpofed to add a feventh, or fupplemental volume to

my Hiftory ? The materials of which it will be compofed will

naturally be clafled under the three following heads : i . A feries

of fragments, difquifitions, digreflions, &c. more or lels conneded

with the principal fubjed. 2. Several tables of geography, chro-

nology, coins, weights and meafures, &c. ; nor fhould I defpair of

obtaining from a gentleman at Paris fome accurate and well-adapted

maps. 3. A critical review of all the authors whom I have ufed

and quoted *. I am convinced fuch a fupplement might be rendered

entertaining, as well as ufeful j and that few purchafers would refufe

* Mr. Gibbon foon became tired of this plan, and exprefled a wifli it had not

been mentioned. He faid his Hiftory was a critical review of the authors he had

ufed. S.

t©
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to complete their Decline and Fall. But as the writer could not derive

either fame or amufement from thefe obfcure labours, he muft be

encouraged by other motives ; and, in plain Englifli, I fliould expe(ft

the fame rew^ard for the feventh, as for any of the preceding vo-

lumes^ You think and a(5t with too much liberality, to confound

fuch a large original fupplement with the occafional improvements

of a new edition, which are already your property by the terms of

our former covenant. But as I am jealous of ftanding clear, not

only in law and equity, but in your efteem and my own, I fhall

mftantly renounce the imdertaking, if it appears by your anfwer

that you have the fhadow of an objedion. Should you tempt me

to proceed, this fupplement will be only the employment of my
leifure hours ; and I forefee that full two years will elapfe before I

can deliver it into the hands of the printer.

Our friend Elmfley, who poffibly thinks me dead and buried, will

be, or will not be, furprized when you inform him that I have now
a letter of two pages in my bureau addrefled to him, dated the twenty-

fixth of May, and not yet finifhed. Hunger, literary hunger, will

foon, however, compel me to write ; as I have many queftions to

afk, and many commiffions to give. In the mean while I thirft for

Mr. Burke's Reflections on the Revolutions of France. Intreat

Elm-fley, in my name, to difpatch it to Laufanne with care and

fpeed, by atiy mode of conveyance lefs expenfive than the poft. He
may add to the parcel the new edition of Adam Smith's Theory of

Moral Sentiments. I heard of his death with more concern than

furprize. What a lofs to letters, philofophy, and mankind !

I beg you would remember me to Mr. Strahan and all our friends.

In my happy exile, my public and private afledions remind me that

I am an Englifhman. Pray thank Dr. Moore, in my name, for the

pleafure which I have received from Zeluco, the beft philofophical

romance of the age. If he cultivates his talents by any fimilar

publications, I only, wifh that he would place the fcene at home

;

3 we
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we may defcribc the cliara«Sters, but we can never paint the manners

of foreigners ; and the quarrel of the two Scotchmen is doubllefs

the bcft chapter in the book. I am, dear Sir, mofl: faithfully

yours.

N" CCIV.

Mr. Gibbon to Mr. Cadell.

*-p<

DEAR SIR, Lausanne, April 27th, 1791,

"oo many ports have flipped away fmce my receipt of your laft

Jetter, without my afTuring you that every fhadow of mifap-

prehenfion has vanifhed from my mind, and that I am perfedlly fa-

tisfied with the liberality of your fentiments and condu(St. But I am

every day more inclined to believe that on the prefent occafion they

will not be put to the trial. On a clofer infpeftion, I difcover more

difficulty and lefs advantage than I had at firft imagined in the plan

of a fupplement ; and I feel the objedion, which you fo handfomely

decline, againft encreafmg the weight and price of fo voluminous a

work. Perhaps it would have been better if my crude idea had not

been fo haftily announced to the public ; but even this venial indif-

cretion is a proof of your zeal and regard. The intelligence of any

new dei>ns fhall be delayed till they are ripe for execution j but

you may be aflTured that I am now awake.

I am very happy to hear that our refpedable friend Dr. Robertfon

is not afleep ; and much do I expedl from the fubjed and the pen,

I had once a defign not totally unconnedted with his own, but it is

now in far abler hands. Bofwell's book will be curious, or at leaft

whimfical : his hero, who can fo long detain the public curiofity,

muft be no common animal. I fee you now advertife an odavo

edition of Dr. Henry's Hiftory of England. Is not the author

.dead ? His plan is excellent, and I wifli you could engage fome

diligent
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diligent and fenfible man to undertake the continuation. Alas ! if

Dr. Campbell were Hill alive ! I have dcfired Ehniley to aflc you for

three odlavo copies of my own work. Whenever he fends me a box

of books, I fliould be glad if you would enrich it with any of your own
valuable publications. Your name is a recommendation ; but the

chaftity of that name cannot be too religioufly preferved. My health

and fpirits are now remarkably good, and it will give me great pl.ea-

fure to receive as favourable an account of yourfelf. I am moll

faithfully yours.

N" CCV.

Edward Gibbon Efqulre to Mrs. Gibbon, Belvidere, Bath.

DEAR MADAM, Lausanne, May iSth, 1791.

A s much as I am accuftomed to my own fins, I am fhocked,

really fhocked, when I think of my long and moft inex-

cufable filence ; nor do I dare to compute how many months I have

fuffered to elapfc without fending a fmgle line (Oh fliame ! fhame I)

to the bcft and deareft of my friends, who indeed has been very

feldom out of my thoughts. I have fometimes imagined that if the

opportunities of writing occurred lefs frequently, they would be.

feized w^ith more diligence ; but the unfortunate departure of the

poft twice every week encourages procraftination, and each fhort

fucceffive delay is indulged without fcruple, till the Vv-hole has fwelled

to a tremendous account. I will try, alas ! to reform ; and, although

I am afraid that writing grows painful to you, I have the confidence

to foliclt Sifpcedy lim\ to fay that you love and forgive me. After a

long experience of the unfeeling doubts and delays of the law, you will

probably foon hear from Lord Sheffield that the Beriton tranfadion

is at laft concluded, and I hope that you will be fatislled with the

full and firm fecurity of your annuity. That you may long con-

tinue to enjoy it is the firft and moft fincere wifli of my heart,

VOL. I. 4 T In



690 LETTERS TO AND FROM

In the placid courfe of our lives, at Laufaiine and Bath, we have

few events to relate, and fewer changes to defcribe ; but I indulge

myfelf in the pleafing belief that we are both as well and as happy

as the common order of nature will allow us to expedl. I fhould be

fatisfied, had I received from time to time fome indired, but agree-

able, information of your health. For myfelf, I have no complaint,

except the gout ; and though the vifits of my old enemy are fome-

what longer, and more enfeebling, they are confined to my feet and

knees ; the pain is moderate, and my imprifonment to my chamber,

or my chair, is much alleviated by the daily kindnefs of my friends.

I wifh it were in my power to give you an adequate idea of the con-

veniency of my houfe, and the beauty of my garden ; both of

which 1 have improved at a confiderable expence fince the death of

poor Deyverdun. But the lofs of a friend is indeed irreparable^

Were I ten years younger, I might pofTibly think of a female com-

panion ; but the choice is difficult, the fuccefs doubtful, the engage-

ment perpetual, and at fifty-four a man fhould never think of alter-

ing the whole fyftem of his life and habits. The difpofal of Beri-

ton and the death of my aunt Hefter, who has left me her eftate

in Suflex, makes me very eafy in my worldly aifairs : my incom-e is

equal to my expence, and my expence is adequate to my wifhes.

You mav poiTibly have heard of literar)' projeds which are afcrlbed

to me by the public without my knowledge : but it is much more

probable that I have clofed the account ; and though I fhall never

lay afide the pleafing occupations of ftudy, you may be afTured that

I have no ferious fettled thoughts of a new work. Next year I

fhall m.edltate, and I truft fhall execute, a vifit to England, in which-

the Belvldere is one of my powerful loadflones, I often reflect

v.lth a painful emotion on the imperious circumftances which have

throv/n us at fuch a dlflance from each other.

In the moving pldure of the world, you cannot be indifferent

to the ftrange revolution which has humbled all that was high, and

exalted all that was low, in France. The irregular and lively fpirit

I of
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of the nation has difgraced theu" liberty, and inflead of building a

free conftitution, they have only exchanged defpotifm for anarchy.

This town and country arc crowded with noble exiles; and we
fometimes count in an aflembly a dozen Princeflcs and Ducheffes.

Burke, if I remember right, is no favourite of yours ; but there is

furely much eloquence and much fenfe in his book. Tlfe profperity

of England forms a proud contrail with the difordcrs of France ; but

I hope we ihall avoid the folly of a Ruffian war. Pitt, in this in-

ftance, feems too like his father. Mr. Helrard, a fenfible man, and

his pupil have left us. They found, as your friends will always

iind, the weight of your recommendation with me; I am, deareft

Madam, ever moft affedlionately yours.

N*" CCVI.

Dr. "William Robertson to Mr. Gibbon*

DEAR SIR, Lennelhouse, Auguft 25th, 1791.

COME time before the publication of my Hillorical Difquifition

concerning India I defired our friend Mr. Cadell to fend a copy

of it to you in my name. I hope you received it long ago, and

will allow it to remain in your library, as a memorial of my refpe<3:

and friendihip. No man had formed a more decided refolution of

retreating early from public view, and offpending the eve of life in the

tranquillity of profeffional and domeftic occupations ; but, diredly irt

the face of that purpofc, I ftep forth with a new work, when juil on

the brink of threefcore and ten. The preface of the book gives a fair

and fimple account how this happened. Hitherto I have no caufe to

repent of a ftep which I took wnth hefitation and anxiety. My book

has met with a reception beyond what the fpe lentus^ pavidtifque

fntmi^ dared to expedl. I find, however, like other parents, that I

-have a partial fondnefs for this child of my old age ; and cannot fet

4T 2 my
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my heart quite at cafe, until I know your opinion of it. I need

not fay with what perfect confidence I reft upon your judgment, and

how happy it will make me to find that this produdion meets with

your approbaticTn. Nothing will add fo much to that pleafurc, as

your communicating to me any remarks that occurred to you in per-

ufing it. "While I was engaged in compofing the Difquifition it often

occurred to me, that I was more upon your ground than in any of my
former works ; and I often wiflied that I had been fo near to you as

to profit by your advice and information. Next. to that will be the

benefit I may derive from your friendly ftridtures. Be fo kind then

as to mention to me any error or omiflioh you have obferved ; every

criticifm of yours will be inftrudive.

Permit me to requeft another favour. You allowed me to hope,

that as foon as you fixed upon a new fubje<3: you would let me
know, and give me the fatisfa£lion of indulging the hopes of living

until you finifhed it. I truft that you are not idle ftill. I may now

tell you with authority, that you are yet far from that period of life

when you fhould lay down your pen. I can fay from experience,

that the bufieft feafon of life is the moft happy ; and I have no doubt

that you will, concur with me in this fentiment. Let me know then,

my dear Sir, how you are, what you are doing, and what progrefs

you make. As for my part, I enjoy good health ; and, except fome

fits of deafnefs, am little troubled with the infirmities of old age. I

write this at my fon-in-law's, Mr. Brydone, who, if he had not a

wife and family, loves Switzerland fo well, and has fo many friends

in Laufanne, that I believe he would gladly join you there. Believe

me to be, with great refpeft, your moft faithful and obedient fervant,

William Robertson.
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N" CCVII.

Edward Gibbon Efqnire to Mrs. Gibbon, Bath.

MY DEAREST MADAM, Lausanne. Auguftift, 17^2.

NOTWITHSTANDING all the arts of our great enemy, the dsemon
of procraftination, I Ihould not have poftponed for fo many

months a pleaimg duty, which may at any time he- performed in a

fmgle hour, had I not for fome time paft entertained a lively and

probable hope of vifiting you this autumn in perfon ; had I not

flattered myfelf, that the very next pod I might be able to fix the

day of my departure from Laufanne, and almoft of my arrival at

the Belvidere. That hope is now vaniflied, and my journey to

England is unavoidably delayed till the fpring or fummer of next

year. The extraordinary ftate of public affairs in France oppofes an

infuperable bar to my pafTage ; and every prudent ftranger will

avoid that inhofpitable land, in which a people of flaves is fuddenly

become a nation of tyrants and cannibals. The German road 1$ in-

deed fafe, but, independent of a great addition of fatigue and ex-

pence, the armies of Auftria and Pruffia now cover that frontier

'

and though the generals are polite, and the troops well difciplined,

I am not defirous of paffing through the clouds of huflars and pan-

dours that attend their motions. Thefe public reafons are fortified

by fome private motives, and to this delay I refign myfelf, with a

figh for the prcfent, and a hope for the future.

"What a ftrange wild world do we live in ! You will allow me to

be a tolerable hiftorian, yet, on a fair review of ancient and modern

times, I can find none that bear any affinity with'the.prefent. My
knowledge of your difcerning mind, and my recolledion of your

political principles, afliire me, that you are no more a democrat than

myfelf. Had the French improved their glorious opportunity to

eredt a free conftitutional monarchy on the ruins of arbitrary power

and the Baftille, I fliould applaud their generous effort ; but this

total
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total fubverfion of all rank, order, and government could be produc-

tive only of a popular monfter, which, after devouring every thing

elfe, muft finally devour itfelf. I was once apprehenfive that this

monfter would propagate fome imps in our happy ifland, but they

feem to have been cruflied in their cradle; and I acknowledge with

pleafure and pride the good fenfe of the Englifli nation, who feem

truly confcious of the bleffings which they enjoy : and I am happy

to find that the moft refpeaable part of Oppofition has cordially

joined in the fupport of '' things as they are." Even this country

has been fomewhat tainted with the democratical infeftion ;
the vigi-

lance of government has been exerted, the malecontents have been

awed the mifguided have been undeceived, the fever in the blood

has gradually fubfided, and I flatter myfelf that we have fecured the

tranquil enjoyment of obfcure felicity, which we had been almoft

tempted to defpife.

You have heard, moft probably, from Mrs. Holroyd, of the long-

expefted though tranfient fatisfadlion which I received from the

vifit of Lord Sheffield's family. He appeared highly fatisfied with

my arrangements here, my houfe, garden, and fituation, at once in

town and countr , which are indeed fingular in their kind, and

which have often made me regret the impoffibility of fhewing them

to my deareft friend of the Belvidere. Lord Sheffield is ftill, and

will ever continue, the fame adive being ; always employed for

himfelf, his friends, and the public, and always perfuading himfelf

that he wifties for leifure and repofe. There are various roads

to happinefs ; but when I compare his fituation with mine, I do not,

upon the whole, repent that I have given the preference to a life of

celibacy atid retirement. Although I have been long a fpedator of

the ereat world, my unambitious temper has been content with the

occupations and rewards of ftudy ; and although my librarybe ftill

my favourite room, I am now no longer ftimulated by theprofecution

of any literary work. The fociety of Laufanne is adapted to my

taftc J
my houfe is open to many agreeable acquaintance, and fome

real
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real friends ; the uniformity of the natives Is enlivened by travellers of

all nations ; and this fummcr I am happy in a familiar Intercourfe

with Lady Spencer, the Duchefs of Devonfhlre, Lady Elizabeth

Fofter, and Lady Duncannon, who feems to be gradually recovering

from her fevere complaints. My health Is remarkably good. I

have now enjoyed a long interval from the gout ; and I endeavour

to ufe with moderation Dr. Cadogan's beft remedies, temperance,

exercife, and cheerfulnefs. Adieu, dear Madam ; may every bleff-

ing that nature can allow be attendant on your latter feafon. Your

age and my habits will not permit a very clofe correfpondence

;

but I wifh to hear, and I prefume to afk, a fpeedy dircEl account of

your own fituation. May it be fuch as I fhall hear with pleafure !

Once more adieu ; I live In hopes of embracing you next fummer at

the Belvidere, but you may be aflured that I bring over nothing for

the prefs.

N° CCVIII.

^HVfAv^V) Gl^^OT^ Efqulre to the Right Honourable Lady * * * * *

*-***** ^?/ Florence.

Lausanne, November 8th, 1792.

T KEMEMBER It has been obferved of Auguftus and Cromwell, that

they fhould never have been born, or never have died ; and I

am fometimes tempted to apply the fame remark to certain beings

of a fofter nature, who, after a fhort refidence on the banks of the

Leman Lake, are now flown far away over the Alps and the Ap-

penlnes, and have abandoned their votaries to the infipidity of com-

mon life. The remark, however, would be unreafonable, and the

fentiment ungrateful. The pleafures of the fummer, the lighter and

the graver moments of the fociety of petit Ouchy *, are Indeed paft,

* A beautiful villa near the lake, about a mile from Laufanne.

perhaps



696 LETTERS TO AND FROM

perhaps never to return ; but the remembrance of that delightful

period is itfelf a pleafure, and I enjoy, I cherifli the flattering per-

fuafion that it is remembered with fome fatisfacStion in the gallery of

Florence, as well as in ihe library of Laufanne. Long before we
were reduced to feek a refuge from the favages of Gaul, I had fe-

cretly indulged the thought, or at leafl the wifh, of afking leave to

attend mes bonnes aiyi'ics over Mount Cenis, of balking once more in

an Italian fun, and of paying once more my devotions to the Apollo

of the Vatican. But my aged and gouty limbs would have failed

me in the bold attempt of fcaling St. Bernard, and I wanted patience

to undertake the tedious circumitineration of the Tirol. Your re-

turn to the Pays de Vaud next fummer I hold to be extremely doubt-

ful ; but my anxiety on that head is fomewhat diminilhed by the

fure and certain hope of our all meeting in England the enfuing

winter. I flatter myfelf that the Porter of Devonfliire-houfe will

not be inexorable
;
yet I am afraid of lofing you amidft the fmoke

and tumult of fafliionable London, in which the night is devoted to

pleafure and the morning to fleep. My ambition may perhaps afpire

to pafs fome hours in the palladian Chifwick, or even fome days at

Chatfworth ; but thefe princely manfions will not recal the freedom,

the eafe, X^q primitive folitude of dear little Ouchy- Lideed ! indeed !

your fair friend was made for fomething better than a Duchefs.

Although you moft magnanimoufly abandoned us in the crifis of

our fiUe, yet as you feem to Interefl; yourfelf in the hopes and fears

of this little country, it is my duty to inform you, that we Pcill

hang in a ftate of fui'penfe ; inclining, however, to the fide of hope,

rather than of defpair. The garrifon, and even the bourgeoifie, of

Geneva fliewed a vigorous refolutlon of defending the city ; and our

frontiers have been gradually covered with fifteen thoufand intrepid

Swifs. But the threats of a bombardment, the weight of expence,

and, above all, the vidoriotis afcendant of the French republic, have

abated much of the firil heroic ardour. iNlonfieur de Montefquiou

difplayed
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difplayed a pacific, and" even yielding, temper ; and a treaty was

figned, difmiffing the Swifs garrifon from Geneva, and removing

the French troops to the diftance of ten leagues. But this laft con-

dition, which is indeed objedionable, difpleafed the convention,

who refufed to ratify the agreement. New conferences were held,

new meflengers have been difpatched ; but unlefs they are deter-

mined to find or to make a fubjedl of quarrel, it is probable that we
fhall purchafe peace by fubmifTion. As Geneva has a very dangerous

democratical party within her walls, and as the national guards are

already allowed to enter the city, and to tamper with the inhabitants

and the garrifon, I will not enfure that poor little republic from one

week to another. For ourfelves, the approaches of danger muft be

more gradual. I think we are now fafe for this winter, and I no

longer run to the window to fee whether the French arc coming.

But with fo many enemies without, and fo many within, the go-

vernment of Bern, and the tranquillity of this happy country, will

be fufpended by a very flender twig ; and I begin to fear that Sataa

will drive me out of the poireffion of Paradifc. My only comfort

will be, that I fhall have been expelled by the power, and not feduced

by the arts, of the blackeft daemon in hell, the daemon of demo-

cracy. Where indeed will this tremendous inundation, this con-

fpiracy of numbers againll rank and property, be finally flopped.

Europe feems to be univerfally tainted, and wherever the French

can light a match, they may blow up a mine. Our only hope is

now in their devouring one another ; they are furious and hungry

monfters, and war is almoft declared between the convention and

the city of Paris, between the moderate republicans and the abfolute

levellers. A majority of the convention wifhes to fpare the royal

vidims, but they muft yield to the rage of the people and the thirfl

of popularity, and a few hours may produce a trial, a fentcnce, and

a guillotine. Mr. Necker is publilhing a pamphlet in defence of the

auguft fufferers ; but his feeble and tardy efforts will rather do credit

VOL. I. 4 u to
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to himfelf, than fervice to his clients. You kintlly afk after the

fituation of poor Severy. Alas ! it is now hopclefs ; all his com-

plaints are increafed, all his refources are exhaullcd ; where nature

cannot work, the effe£t of art is vain, and his beft friends begin to wifh

him a quiet releafe. His wife, I had almoft faid his widow, is truly

an objed of compaflion. The dragoon is returned for a few days ;

and if his domeftic forrows gave him leave, he would almoft regret

the want of an occafion to deferve his feather and cockade. Your

note has been communicated to Madame de Montelieu ; but as (he

is engaged with a dying aunt, I have notyetfeen her. Madame

Dagaiffeau has haftily left us ; the laft decrees feemed to give the emi-

gres only the option of ftarving^ abroad or hanging at home
;

yet (he

has ventured into France, on fome f;iint gUmpfe of clemency for the

women and children. Madame de Bouillon does not appear to move.

Madame de Stael, whom I faw laft week at Rolle, is ftill uncertain

where flie fhall drop her burthen ; but flie muft foon refolve, for the

young lady or gentleman is at the door

;

Demanding life, impatient for the fkies.

By this time you have joined the Ladies Spencer and Duncannon,

whom I beg leave to falute with the proper fhades of refpe£l and

tendernefs. You may, if you pleafe be, belle eomme im ange ; but

I do not like your comparifon of the archangel. Thofe of Milton,

with whom I am better acquainted at prefent than with Guido, are

all mafculine manly figures, with a great fword by their fide, and

fix wings folding round them. The heathen goddefl'es would pleafe

me as little. Your friend is lefs fevere than Minerva, more decen*

than Venus, lefs cold than Diana, and not quite fo great a vixen as

the ox-eyed Juno. To exprefs that infallible mixture of grace,

fweetnefs, and dignity, a new race of beings muft be invented, and

I am a mere profe narrator of matter of fad. Befs is much nearer

the level of a mortal, but a mortal for whom the vsufeft man, hif-

a topic
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tDrlc or medical, would throw away two or three worlds, if he had

them in his poflelTion. From the aforefaid Dels I have received

three marks of kind remembrance, from the foot of St. Bernard,

with an exquifite monument of art and friendfhip, from Turin,

and finally from Milan, with a moft valuable infertion from the

Duchefs. At birds in the air it is difficult to take aim, and I fear

or hope that I fhall fuftain fome reproaches on your not finding ihis

long epiflle at Florence. I will mark it N° i. ; and why Ihould

I defpair of my future fince I can fay with truth, that fince

your departure I have not fpent fo agreeable a morning. To each

of the dear little Caro's pray deliver nine kifl'es for me, which fhall

be repaid on demand. My bed compliments to Mr. Pelham, if he

is with vou.

N" CCIX.

T^Vi'W AYiV) GiU'&O'^ Efqiitre to the Right Honourable- Lady -* * * * *

****** at Florence.

Lausanne, April 4th, i/t;^.

TTad I not given previous notice of my own unworthinefs, the

plea of being an old incorrigible offender would fei've only to

aggravate my guilt ; it is ftill fufficiently black, and I can patiently

hear every reproach, except the cruel and unjuft: imputation of hav-

ing forgotten my fair friends of the Arno and the Tyber. Thev

would indeed have been lefs prefent to my thoughts, had I main-

tained a regular weekly correfpondence ; fince, by the eftedl of my
negligence, not a day has elapfed without a ferious, though fruitlefs,

refolution of writing by the very next poft. What may have fomc-

what contributed, befides original fin, to this vile procraftination, is

the courfe of events that has filled this abominable winter. As long

as tlie poor King's fate was on fufpenfe, one waited from poft to poft,

4 u 2 between
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between hope and fear, and when the blow was ftruck, even Shake-

fpeare's language was inadequate to exprefs our grief and indigna-

tion. I have never approved the execution of Charles the Firft
;
yet

Charles had invaded, in many refpe£ts, the ancient conflitutlon of

England, and the queftion had been judged in the field of Nafeby

before it was tried in Weftminfter-hall. But Louis had given and

fufFered every thing. The cruelty of the French was aggravated by

ingratitude, and a life of innocence was crowned by the death of a

faint, or, what is far better, of a virtuous prince, who deferves our

pity and efteem. He might have lived and reigned, had he pof-

fefled as much adtive courage as he was endowed with patient forti-

tude. When I read the accounts from home, of the univerfal grief

and indignation which that fatal event excited, I indeed gloried in

the charadler of an Englilhman. Our national fame is now pure

and fplendid ; we have nobly flood forth in the common caufe of

mankind ; and although our armaments are fomewhat flow, I ftill

perfuade myfelf that we fliall give the laft deadly wound to the Gallic

hydra. The King of Pruffia is likewife flow, and your poor friend,

the Duke of Brunfwick, is now not ccnfured but forgotten. We
turn our eyes to the Prince of Cobourg and his Auftrians, and it

mufl; be confeflld, that the deliverance of Holland and Brabant from

fuch a dragon as Dumourier is a very tolerable employment for the

month of March. Thefe bloflbms of the fpring will be followed,

it may be fairly hoped, by the fruits of fummer ; and in the mean-

while the troubles of Paris, and the revolt of the provinces, may

promote, by the increafe of anarchy, the reftoration of order. I

fee that refl:oration through a dark cloud ; but if France be loft, the

reft of Europe, I believe and truft, will be faved. But amldft the

hurricane, I dare not fix my eyes on the Temple. So much for po-

litics, which now engrofs the waking and fleeping thoughts of every

feeling and thinking animal. In this country we are tranquil, and I

believe fafe, at leaft for this fummer j though peace has been pur-

I o chafed
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chafed at fome expence of national honour, of the old reputation of

Swifs courage, we have crouched before the tiger, and ftroked him

till he has flicathed his claws, and ceafed for a moment to roar.

My journey to England this year muft depend on the events of the

campaign ; as I am fully refolved rather to remain quiet another

autumn and winter in my fweet habitation, than to encounter the

dangers of the fea and land. I envy the pleafures which you and

your companions have enjoyed at Florence and Rome ; nor can I

decide which have tailed the moft perfe£l delight, thofe to whom
fuch beauties were new, or thofe to whom they were familiar.

A fine eye, correct judgment, and elegant fenfibility, are requifite

to qualify the ftudious traveller ; and thefe gifts have been liberally

difpenfed among the Ouchy caravan. But when you have been

gratified, though not fatlatcd, with the Hefperian profpedt, to what

fortunate clime will you dired; your footfleps ? Have we any hopes

of meeting (for my journey, at all events, would be late) in the

Ihades, or rather in the funfhine, of Ouchy ? Should Mount Cenis

be ftill imperious, you have trampled on St. Bernard in a more ri-

gorous feafon ; and whatfoever may be the ftate of the world, the

Pays de Vaud will afford you a fecure afylum, or a pleafant ftation.

I rejoice to hear of Lady Befborough's improvement. Will that

new title make any difference in the plan ? Is the Duchefs very

impatient to revifit England ? Except fome trifling confiderations

of children, &c. all coimtries may be indifferent to her ; as fhe is

fure of being loved and admired in all. I am anxious and impatient

to learn the refult of your counfels ; but I feel myfelf unworthy of

a regular correfpondence, and am not defirous of heaping frefli coals

of fire on my head.

I am happy to find that you forgive and pity my friend Neckcr,

agrinfi: whom you all entertained fome Verfailles prejudices. As his

heart has been always pure, he cannot feci remorfe ; but as his con-

dud
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du<a has been unfuccefsful, he is penetrated with grief and regret.

Madame de Stael has written to me from England ; flic Hkes the

country, but means to fly over again in May.

N° CCX.

Mr. Gibbon to Lord ****** *,

WV LORD, • RoLLE, February 23d, 1793.

T DO not merely congratulate your Lordlhip's promotion to an oflice

which your abilities have long deferved. My fatisfaflion docs

not ariie from an afllirance of the wifdom and vigour which admi-

niftration will derive from the fupport of fo rcfpedlable an ally. But

as a friend to government in general, I mofl fmcerely rejoice that

you are now armed in the common caufe againft the mod dangerous

fanatics that have ever invaded the peace of Europe ; againft the

new barbarians, who labour to confound the order and happinefs of

fociety ; and who, in the opinion of thinking men, are not lefs the

enemies of fubje£ls than of kings. The hopes of the wife and

good are now fixed on the fuccefs of England ; and I am perfuaded

that my perfonal attachment to your Lordflaip will be amply gra-

tified by the important fhare which your counfels will aflume in that

fuccefs. I could wifli that fome of your former aflbciates poflefTed

fufficient ftrength of mind to extricate themfelves from the toils of

prejudice and party. But I grieve that a man, whom it is im-

pofiible for me not to love and admire, (hould refufe to obey the

voice of his country ; and I begin to fear that the powerful genius

of Mr. * * *, inftead of being ufeful, will be adverfe to the public

fervice. At this momentous crifis we Ihould enlift our whole force

* A town between Laufanne and Geneva, where M. Necker then refided.

of
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of virtue, ability, and fpirit ; and without any view to his private

advantage, I could wifli that ****** might be properly

ftationed in feme part of the line.

Mr. Necker, in whofe houfe I am now refiding on a vifit of

fome days, wifhes me to exprefs the fentimcnts of efteem and con-

fideration which he entertains for your Lordfhip's character. As a

friend to the intereft of mankind, he is warmly attached to the wel-

fare of Great Britain, which he has long revered as the firft, and

perhaps as the laft afylum of genuine liberty. His late eloqifcnt

work, Dti poiivoir execut'if^ which your Lordfliip has afl'uredly read,

is a valuable teftimony of his efteem for our conftitution ; and the

teftimony of a fagacious and impartial ftranger may have taught

fome of our countrymen to value the political bkffings which tliey

have been tempted to defpife.

I cherifh a lively hope of being in England, and of paying my
refpeds to your Lordfhip before the end of the fummer : but the

events of the year are fo uncertain, and the fea and land are encom-

paffed with fo many difficulties and dangers, that I am doubtful

whether it will be practicable for me to execute my purpofe.

I am, my Lord, moft refpedfully, and your Lordfhip will permit

me to add moft affedionately^ your moft faithful humble fcrvant.

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME.^'
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npHE following Pieces have already been noticed in the

]ntrodu(5lion to the Firft Volume. Many of them were

juvenile performances ; and under the perfuafion that they

will be candidly received as fuch, they are now delivered to

the Prefs. They certainly are entitled to greater indulgence

than could be claimed for Compofitions more finifhed and

elaborate, and written at the time of mature age.

The minute account of Mr. Gibbon's fludies each day,

extracted from the Journal of his actions and opinions, and

his obfervations on the feveral Works he had perufed, evince

a fmgular and unremitting induftry.

In that view they may afford an ufeful lelTon and example

to fuch young readers as fliall not already be convinced of

the neceffity of affiduous application in the acquifition of

every kind of learning.

My firft intention was, to have given only a fliort fpeci-

men of the obfervations made by Mr. Gibbon, in the courfe

'of his reading ; but I found them fo intercfting, that I

could not defift, fo foon as I intended, from making Extradls
;

and, upon the whole, I thought that the part to be publiflicd

would be more curious, if given exadly as it flands in the

Journal.

AS I hope
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I hope I fhall not be thought to have publifhed too much:

in truth, there ftill remain in my pofTeffion many Papers

which I think equally worth attention.

Mr. Gibbon's manufcript Obfervations were much de-

tailed, from the year i7J4to 1764; and he afterwards con-

tinued to write remarks and hints on all fubjei^ts, in vari-

ous common-place books, on detached papers, and even

on cards, till a fhort time before his death, although not

fo copioufly, nor fo regularly and methodically, after

his return from Italy, in the year 1765. His common-

place books are voluminous. One of the largefl has for

title, " Common-place Book ; in which I pi-opofe to write

" what I find molt remarkable in my Hiftorical Readings ;

" begun at Laufanne the igth of March 1755." In this he

introduces a great variety of Obfervations on almoft every

fubjedl, particularly on Hiftory.

In another Book, dated the 19th of January 1756, he fays,

*• J'ai pris la refolution de lire de fuite tous les Clailiques

•• Latins, les partageant fuivant les matieres qu'ils ont

" traite. I. LesHiftoriens. 2. Les Poetes. 3. Les Orateurs ;
|

*' dans laquelle clafle je renfermerai tous les autres auteurs

*' qui ont ecrit en profe, fans etre ni Philofophes ni Hiflo-

" riens. 4. Les Philofophes." He begins with Obfervations

on Salluft ; then proceeds to the Commentaries of Csefar,

Cornelius Nepos, Livy, always mentioning the edition which

he ufed.
*

There are other Books, containing various DifTertations

on ancient and modern Weights, Meafures, Monies, Coins,

Finance, Number of the People, Chronology, ancient Geo-
graphy, and on feveral States of the ancient and modern
World. *' Mcmoire fur la Monarchic des Medes, pour fer-

2 " vir
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«* vir de Supplement aux DifTertations de Monfieur Freret

" et de Bougainville." '* Du Gouvernement Feodal, fur-

' tout en France." '* Remarks on, and an Abridgment of,

" Blackftone's Commentaries." " Remarques Critiques

*' fur le Nombre des Habitans dans la Cite des Sybarites."

•' Remarques Critiques fur le nouveau Syfteme de la Chro-
" nologie de Newton." " Remarques fur quelques Pro-

*' diges." " Remarques Critiques fur les Dignites Sacerdo-

*' tales de Jules Cefar.'' *• Remarques fur quelques Paf-

" fages de Virgil." " Sur un PafTage de Plaute." " Ex-
*' amen de la Mort du Poete Catulle." " Reflexions fur

" I'Etude des Belles Lettres, (/. e.) des Anciens, et de i'Anti-

'• quite' Grecque et Latine." " Remarques fur les Me-
** moires de I'Academie des Belles Lettres.'' A very con-

fiderable Work on Ancient Italy, intitled, " Nomina Gentef-

" que Antiquse Itali^e," with many curious DifTertations orL

feveral Parts of that interefting Country. -" Obfervations

" on the Churches, Palaces, Pi(5lures, Artifts, Antiquities, &c.
*' of Italy." " Index Expurgatorius." ^" Chronological
*' Tables." Many loofe fheets on Geography *, the Greek

and Arabian Cofmography, the Navigation of the Portuguefe,.

&c. " Digrefficwi on the Character of Brutus." " In-

" trodu6lion a I'Hiftoire Generale de la Republique des

" SuifTes." Detached flieets on the fubjedt of the Anti-

quities of Brunfvvick, and many fragments on feparate

papers. '

His well-known and acknowledged learning may have

made this difplay of the proofs of his induftry unnecelTary;

but it may be acceptable to many to have a fliort iketch of

* His attention to Gk:ography had always been very great, and few were better in-

formed in that fcience. His friend Major Rennell was of that opinion, and I cannot

cite a higher authority.

the
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the very various fubje<5ls on which he had occupied hini-

felf.

To protedt the copy-right, the Bookfellers thought it ne-

cefTary to procure a Tranflation of the French part of the

Journal, and alfo of fome of the Letters. But that thefe

Volumes might not be too much fwelled, a Tranflation

of " I'Eflai fur I'Etude de la Litterature" has not been

given, a Tranflation having been already publifhed.
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" T A ledlure eft a I'efprlt ce que vos perdrix font a mes joues ;" difoit le A Douvres,

Due de Vivonne a Louis XIV. En effet, la ledture eft la nourrlture ,^6,.

de r efprit ; c'eft par elk que nous connoiflbns notre Createur, fes ouvrages,

et ftirtout nous memes et nos femblables. Mais cette nourriture fe change

facilement en poifon. Saumaife avoic lu autant que Grotius, peutetre

d'avantage. C'etoit la maniere de lire qu'avoic fait, de I'un, un philofophe

eclaire, et de I'autre, tranchons le mot, un pedant boufH d'une erudition

Inutile. .

Lifons avec ordre, propofons nous un but, et rapportons y nos etudes.

Pour ne pas obferver cette regie, il y a tant d'ignorans qui ont beaucoup

lu i mais, voltigeant d'un fujet a I'autre, ils n'ont jamais pu lier leurs idees,

Tant

[TRANSLATION,]

ABSTRACT of my READING; with REFLECTIONS'.

** n EADING is to the mind," faid the Duke of Vivonne to Lewis XIV, " what Dover, 14th
*' your partridges are to my chops," It is, in fadi:, the nourifliment of the March 176 1.

mind ; for by reading, we know our Creator, his works, ourfelves chiefly, and our

fellow-creatures. But this nourifliment is eafily converted into poifon. Salmafius

had read as much as Grotius, perhaps more. But their different modes of reading

made the one, an enlightened phllofopher ; and the other, to fpeak plainly, a pedant,

puffed up with an ufelefs erudition.

Let us read with method, and propofe to ourfelves an end to which all our ftudies

may point. Through neglect of this rule, grofs ignorance often difgraces great

readers; who, bv fkipplng haftiiy and irregularly from one fubject to another, render

VOL. II B themfelves
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Tant de particules detachees ne peiivent former un tout. Cette inconftance

afFoiblit memc \c-& forces de I'efprit, le degoute de I'application, et ne lui

laifle pas meme Ics avantages d'un bon fens naturel.

N'oiitrons cependant rien ; lifons avec ordre, fans nous en rendre efdaves.

Propofons nous un but, mais que ce but ne foit pas trop eloigne j etquand nous

I'avons atteint, permettons nous de pafler a un fujet different. Trop d'incon-

ftance ennerve I'efprit ; une trop longue application au meme objet le roidit.

Nos idees fe retreciffent, et le genre auquel nous nous fommes fi long terns

attaches devient le feul auquel nous puiffions nous attacher.

D'aillieurs, gardens nous de facrifier I'ordre de nos pensees a celui de nos

fujets; ce fcroit facrifier le principal a racceflbire. Nous ne devons lire

que pour nous aider a penfer. En lifant quelque ouvrage, la lefbure me

fait naitre des idees, mais des idees un peu difFerentes du fujet de cette

ouvrage; je veux les poufler, je m'ecarte de mon plan, et je me jette dans

une autre lecture qui m'eft necefiaire, de-la, peutetre, a une feconde, et une

troifieme. Enfin je vois ou mes penfees me menent; c'eft peutetre a quel-

que chofe qui en vaut la peine, mais toujours faut il effayer. Si j'avois fuivis

mon grand chemin, au bout de ma longue carriere, j'aurois a peine pu

retrouver les traces de mes idees.

Cette

themfelves incapable of combining their ideas. So many detached parcels of know-

ledge cannot form a whole. This inconftancy weakens the energies of the mind,

creates in it a diflike to application, and even robs it of the advantages of natural

good fenfe.

Yet, lee us avoid the contrary extreme; and refpeft method, without rendering

ourfelves its flaves. While we propofe an end in our reading, let not this end be too

remote; and when once we have attained it, let our attention be diredled to a different

fubject. Inconflancy weakens the underftanding: a long and exclufive application

to a fingle obje£t, hardens and contra£l:s it. Our ideas no longer change eafily into a;

different channel, and the courfe of reading to which we have too long accuftomed

•ourfelves, is the only one that we can purfue with pleafure.

We ought befideSjto be careful, not to make the order of our thoughts fubfervient to that

of our fubje£ls ; this would be to facrifice the principal to the acceffory. The ufe of our

r-eading is to aid us in thinking. The perufal of a particular work gives birth, perhaps^

to ideas unconnected with the fubjeft of which it treats. I wifli to purfue thefe ideas ;

they withdraw me from my propofed plan of reading, and throw me into a new track,,

and from then-ce, perhaps, into a fecond, and a third. At length I begin to perceive

whither my refearches tend. Their refult, perhaps, may be profitable ; it is worth

while to try : whereas had I followed the high road, I fliould not have been able, at

tlie end of my long journey, to retrace the progrefs of my thoughts.

This
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Cette difpenfation ne regarde point les premieres etudes. La methode la

plus fcvere fuffit a peine pour faire comprendre des objets tout nouveaux.

Elle ne regarde pas non plus ceux qui lifent pour ecrire. lis doivent tout

approfondir dans leurs fujets, et ils n'en doivent pas fortir. Au refte, je

fais ces reflexions fans les garantir. Suppose meme qu'elles foient juftes, elles

ne le font peutetre que pour moi. Les efprits different en temperament

comme les corps. La meme methode ne peut convenir a tous. Celt a

chacun a s'etudier la deffus.

Lire avec attention, fe faire des definitions exadles des expreflions de fon

auteur, ne paffer jamais a la conclufion fans avoir bien compris le principe,

s'arreter fouvent, s'interroger, reflechir fur ce qu'on vient de lire, ce font la

autant de confeils qu'il eft bien aise de donner, et tres difficile de fuivre. II

en eft de meme de ce confeil prefque evangelique, d'oublier amis, patrie,

religion, de louer le merite, et d'embraffer la verite ou qu'elle fe trouve.

Mais que faut il lire ? C'eft a chacun a fe repondre la deffus felon I'objet

de fes etudes. Le feul precepte general que j'ofe donner, eft celui de

PHne *, " qu'on doit plutot lire beaucoup, que beaucoup de chofes ;" fe

faire un choix de bons ouvrages, et fe les rendre propres par des leftures

reflechies

This plan of reading is not applicable to our early ftudies, fince the fevereft me-

thod is fcarcely fufficient to make us conceive objefts altogether new. Neither can it

be adopted by thofe who read in order to write ; and who ought to dwell on their

fubjedl, till they have founded its depths. Thefe refleftions, however, I do not

abfolutely warrant. On the fuppofition that they are juft, they may be fo, perhaps,

for myfelf only. The conftltution of minds differs like that of bodies. The fame

regimen will not fuit all. Each individual ought to fludy his own.

To read with attention, exa£lly to define the exprefllons of our author, never to

admit a conclufion without comprehending its reafon, often to paufe, rcflecl, and

interrogate ourfelves ; thefe are fo many advices which it is eafy to give, but difficult

to follow. The fame may be faid of that almofl evangelical maxim of forgetting

friends, country, religion, of giving merit its due praife, and embracing truth where-

€ver it is to be found.

But what ought we to read ? Each individual muft anfwer this quefllon for liim-

felf, agreeably to the obje£t of his ftudies. The only general precept that I would

venture to give, is that of Pliny *, " to read much, rather than many things ;" to

make a careful feledtion of the beft works, and to render them familiar to us, by

• Plinii Secundi Eplft. lib. vii. eprft. ix.

B 2 attentive
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reflechies et reiterees. Sans m'etendrc fur ces bons ouvrages fi connus, je

dirai fimplement, qu'en fait de raifonnement, ce font ceux qui ont augmentc

le nombre des verites utiles; ceux qui ont decouvert des verites quelquellcs

foient; et enfin ces efprits hardis qui, s'ccartant du fcntier battu, aiment mieux

fe tromper feuls, que d'avoir raifon avec le peuple. Ceux-ci ajoutent au

nombre de nos idees, et font fouvent utiles a leurs fucceileurs. Avec tout Ic

refped qu'on doit a M. Locke, je voudrois ajouter encore ces academiciens

qui detruifent les erreurs mais qui n'efperent pas de nous donner des verites

a leur place. Dans les ouvrages d'imagination, c'eft I'invention qui doit

enlever nos fuffrages ; d'abord I'invention qui cree un nouveau genre ; en-

fuite, ccUe qui trouve un fujet, un caraftere, une fituation, un tableau, une

penfee, un fentiment nouveau. Mais cette invention eft peu de chofe, fi elle

n'eft pas accompagnee d'un genie qui s'afibrtiffant au ton de fon fujet, foit

tour a tour fublime, pathetique, fleuri, gracieux, badin; d'unjugement qui ne

faffe rien dire qui ne convienne, et d'un ftyle qui le fafle toujours bien dire.

Dans les compilations, qui ne confervent que ce qu'on a deja dit, je de^

mande fi on lui a donne de la clarte, fi Ton a retranche I'inutile, fi Ton a

raflemble ce qui etoit difpers6? et c'eft fuivant les reponfes que je me fais„

que j'apprecie le prix de I'ouvrage.

Quand

attentive and repeated peruAiIs. "Without expatiating on the authors fo generally

known and approved, I would fimply obferve, that in matters of reafoning, the beil

are thofe who have augmented the number of ufeful truths ; who have difcovered

truths, of whatever nature they may be : in one word, thofe bold fpirits, who quit>-

ting the beaten tvadi, prefer being in the wrong alone, to being in the right with the

multitude. Such authors encreafe the number of our ideas, and even their miltakes

are ufeful to their fuccclTors. With all the refpeft due to Mr. Locke, P would no^,

hov/ever, neglect the works of thofe academicians, who deftroy errors without

hoping to fubftitute truth in their (lead. In works of fancy, invention ought to bear

away the palm ; chiefly that invention which creates a new kind of writing ; and next,

that which difplays the charms of novelty, in its fubjeft, chara£lers, fituations, pic-

tures, thoughts, and fentlments. Yet this invention will mifs its effeiSl, unlefs it

be accompanied with a genius, capable of adapting itfelf to every variety of the

fubjetl ; fucceffively fublime, pathetic, flowery, majeftic, and playful ; and

with a judgment which admits nothing indecorous, and a. ftyle which exprefles

well, whatever ciigli to be faid. As to compilations, which are intended merely to

treafure up the thoughts of others, I aik whether they are written with perfpicuity^

V aether fuperfluities are lopped oiF, and difptrfed obfervations ftllfully collefted ;

and agreeably to my'anfwers to thofe queftions, I eftimate tlie merit of fuch per-

Cormances.

When
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Quand on a blen lu, rien de plus utile pour en graver I'idee que des ex-

traits. Je ne parle pas de ces recueils, de ces adverfaria qui one leur ufage,

mais d'extraits raifonnes, tels que ceux de Photius, ou de nos journaux

Hiodernes. Je me propofe de me rendre compte ainfi a moi-meme de mes

leftures. Mais ma methode ne sera pas toujours la meme. S'agit il d'un

livre de raifonnement, j'en expoferai le plan general, les principes qu'on

etablit, ec les confequences qu'on en tire. Le philofophe merite peu ce

nom, dont I'ouvrage ne gagne pas a etre vue dans I'enfemble. La feulc

Kberte queje me permettrai, ce fera qu'apres avoir bien medite mon fujet, je

le rendrai peutetre dans un ordre different de celui de mon auteur. Les

ouvrages d'imagination ont leurs beautes de I'ordonnance et celles du detail;

je m'attacherai aux uns et aux autres. L' hiftoire, fi elle eft peu connue,

merite un abrege; fi elle n,'eft pas nOuvelle, j'en detacherai les circonftances

qui le font. Partout,. je dirai mon fentiment avec la modeftie qui me con-

vient, mais avec le courage d'un homme qui ne veut pas trahir les droits de

la raifon. Je raffembler-ai ici toutes mes penfees detachees, reflexions de toute

efpece qui fe prelenteront a moi dans ma recherche de la verite. Car je

rechercherai toujours la verite, quoique je n'aye gueres trouve jufqu'ici que la-

vjaifemblance.

When we have read with attention, there is nothing more ufeful to the memory

than extrafts. I fpeak not of thofe collections, or adverfaria, which may be fer-

viceable in their own way, but of extra£ls made with reflexion, fucli as thofc of

Photius, and of feveral of our modern journalifts. I purpofe in this manner to give

an account to myfelf of my reading. My method will vary with the fubjeft. In

works of reafoning, I will trace their general plan, explain the principles eftablifhed,

and examine the confequences deduced from them. A philofopher is unworthy of

the name, whofe work is not mofl advantageouily viewed as a whole. After carefully

meditating my fubje£t, the only liberty I fhall take, is that of exhibiting it under an

arrangement different perhaps from that of my author. Works of fancy contain beauties,

both of plan and of execution : I fliall be attentive to both. Hiflory, if little known,

deferves an abridgment. I fliallextraft fuch particulars as are new. Throughout, I fliaU

give my opinion with becoming modefty, but with the courage of a man unwilling to

betray the rights of reafon. In this compilement, I fhall colle£l my fcattered thoughts,

with the refledlions of every fort that occur in-my fearch for truth. For I (hall continue

to fearch for the truth, though hitherto I have found nothing but probability.
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ABcmon.ieRECHERCHES CRITIQUES fur le Titre qu'avoit

1761. Charles VIII. a la Couronne de Naples*.

Incertitude

dcs droits de

fuccciiion.

Difputc5 des

maifons

d'.Aiijou et

d'Arragon.

T E droit naturel a fon refTort, le droit civil a le fien, Mais par quelles

loix doit on regler les fucceffions des etats? Les regies ne peuvent

€tre les memes que pour les fucceffions privees ; I'objet eft trop different.

Les conventions publiques font rarement affez determinees ; on chicane fur

les traites. Les examples nous manquent, et puis chaque parti rejette ceux

qui ne lui font pas favo rabies.

Le Naples, et fouvent I'Europe, fe vit dechire par les querelles des mai-

fons d'Anjou et d'Arragon. Les fucces furent balances. Je vais rechercher

qui

• [e medite une hiiloire de I'expedition de Charles VIII. en Italic ; evenement qui change

a la face de I'Europe. Si je I'ecris jamais, ces recherches doivent y entrer, mais plus tra-

vaillees et moins longues. Pour a prefent, les livres et le loifir me manque egalement. C'eft

pourquoi, ne pouvant alleguer les hiftoriens originaux, j'aime mieux m'en rapporter a la nolo-

riete de faits que de renvoyer aux compilations.

CRITICAL RESEARCHES concerning the Title

Charles VIIL to the Crown of Naples f*

of

Uncertainty "^^ATURAL and civil law has, each of them, its principle; but by what maxim
of the rights {hall we regulate the fucceffion to ftates ? The rules of private fucceffion cannot
offucceffion.

gppjy jq them, their objeft being fo- different. Public agreements are rarely fuffi,.

ciently determinate
; treaties are liable to chicane ; examples are wanting ; and each

party rejefts thofe examples which are not favourable to his caufe.

Quarrels of The kingdom of Naples, and Europe itfelf, were often diftraded by the quarrels be-

Anjou and
°^ ^^"" '^^ ^°^^'^^ °^ "^"j"" ^"^ Arragon. Vidory remained long doubtful. I am going to

Arragon. examine

\ \ meditate a hiftory of the expedition of Charles VIIL into Italy; an event which charged
the face of Europe. Should I ever undertake fuch a work, thefe refearches will find their place
in It, but written with more care and precifion. At prefent, both leifure and books are want-
ing; for which reafon, being unable to cite the original hiftorians, I think it better to trull to
the notoriety of the tranfaftions, than to refer the reader to compilation's.
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qui les meritoir. Les difputes font pafsees. La maifon de France renon^a

fblemnellement a fes pretenfions, dans les traites de Madrid et de Cambray,

€t le Pere Daniel * lui meme n'etoit point oblige de les foutenir.

Trouvons d'abord une propofition reconnue des deux partis. Avant le L'empereur

concile de Lyon, l'empereur Frederic II. etoit roi legitime de Naples; re- v. 'F.^^*.

connu par le pape fon feigneur fuzerain, par fes fujets, et par tous les princes time de

de I'Europe. 11 avoit receuilli par fa mere tous les droits de la maifon Nor-

mande. Les empereurs Grecs, fes feuls competiteurs, ne fubfiftoient plus.

Ferdinand, done Charles VIII. difputoit le titre, etoit forti de la maifon La maifon

d'Arragon. II s'appuyoit fur le droit hereditaire. Pierre I. d'Arragon, ^^^"^^1°"
^^

fon ancetre, avoit epouse Conftance, fille de Mainfroy, petite fille de I'empe- L«»rs droits..

reur Frederic II. et I'unique heretiere de la maifon de Suabe. Titre incon-

teftable, s'il etoit net ; mais la purete du fang avoit ete fouillee par deux de-

fcentes batardes, Mainfroy, et Ferdinand lui meme.

L'inftitution du marriage eft neceffaire dans les etats polices. La pro- Raifons pour-

priete des terres entraine celle des femmes. Le moyen le plus aise pour 'J""' '" ^^-.
'

_ _

J IT i: cards font pn-
faire pafler les biens d'une main a I'autre c'eft la proximite du fang, mais ves par les

pour cela il la faut connoitre : il fautqu'un homme s'engageant a une femme defucceffioL

par un contrat public, les enfans de cette femme foient censes lui appartenir.

Quoiconque

examine by which of the contending parties it was merited. The contefl is at an end.

In the treaties of Madrid and of Cambray, the houfe of France folemnly renounced its

pretenfions ; and even Father Daniel * was not obliged to maintain them.

Let us firft difcover fome propofition acknowledged by both parties. Before the The emperor

council of Lyons, the emperor Frederic IL was lawful king of Naples 5 regarded as Frederic Jl.

fuch by the pope his liege lord or fuperior, by his own fubje£ls, and by all the princes ^- ^^ '^
?-

"

of Europe. Through his mother he inherited all the rights of the Norman family. Naples.

The Greek emperors, who would have been his only competitors, were no more.

Ferdinand, whofe title was called in queftion by Charles VIIL defcended from the The family-

houfe of Arragon. He afferted the right of inheritance. Peter L of Arragon, his an-
of f^Tago"

ceftor, had married Conftance, the daughter of Mainfroy, the grandchild of the from him.

emperor Frederic IL and the fole heirefs of the houfe of Swabia : a title incontro- Their rights,

vertible, had it been pure ; but Ferdinand's blood was defiled by two baftardies, that

of Mainfroy, and his own.

The inftitution of marriage is neceflary in civilifed countries. Hereditary property in Reafons why-

land implies the appropriation of women ; fince the beft means of tranfmitting property j'* V'^r

is by proximity of blood ; which mufl; therefore be afcertained by marriage, the public the rieht of

engagement of one man with one woman, whofe children are regarded as his fucceflbrs. fucceflion.

Wlioever

• V. la Grande Hiftoire du P, Daniel, tome v. p. 196. et p. 259,

2,
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Fletris par

I 'opinion

publique.

lis ne peuvent

etre fouvrains

par droit de

fucceflion.

Difficiilti-s fur

la legitima-

tion.

1''. A quoi

I'on la rccon-

noit.

Their dif-

grace in the

public opi-

nion.

They cannot

fuccecd to

kingdoms.

Difficulties

concerning

the right of

legitimation.

Quolconque viole cet ordre dc la fociete en doit etre puni dans fon enfant, et

cet enfant, dont la naiflance eft un outrage fait aux loix, n'eft point enfant dc

la fociete, et ne doit pas participer aux biens dont elle garantit la fucceflion.

Telles font les loix que la raifon a difte a tous les peuples. Les moeiirs,

fouvent plus fortes que les loix, font ici d'accord avec elles. Elles fletrifl:ent

a jamais cet enfant malheurcux, dontle pere ne peut qu'etre incertain, et qui

ne connoit fa mere que par fon crime. Mepris cruel et falutaire ! La vertu

des femmes, I'education de la jeunefle, et la paix de la communautc, en de-

pendent. Or fi les loix et les moeurs de tous les pays declarent les batards

incapables des fuccefiions privees, comment pourront ils pofleder des etats ?

Le titre d'un fouverain ne peut etre trop net, ni fa naiflance trop refpedce.

Les loix font fourdes. Elles ne fongent qu'a la juftice, et au bien gene-

ral. C'eft aux princes a juger fuivant les circonftances, s'il les faut adoucir

ou les executer a la rigueur. Lorfque le malheur de la mere, ou le merite du

fils, ont plaide pour lui, la clemence du fouverain le rend a la fociete en

effacant la tache de fa naiflance et lui rendant fes droits.

Mais en appliquant ces principes a la maifon d'Arragon,' il fe prefentc

une foule de difficultes que je ne puis que fentir. i"™"'. Comment re-

connoitre la legitimation d'un enfant par le prince. Ferdinand fut legitime

par

Whoever violates this law ought to be punifhed in his defcendaiit, whofe birth being

an outrage to fociety, he cannot be confidered as its child, nor participate in the pro-

perty of which it fecures the fucceffion. Such are the laws which reafon has didtated

to all nations. Manners, often more powerful than laws, here corroborate and con-

firm them ; condemning to perpetual ignominy the unhappy baftard, whofe father

mud ever be uncertain, and who knows his mother only by her crime : a cruel, but

falutary punifliment, fince on it depend the chaftity of women, the education of

children, and the peace of the community. If then both laws and manners declare

baftards incapable of inheriting private eftates, on what principle ought they to

fucceed to kingdoms .' The title of a fovereign cannot be too clear, nor his birth

too much refpecfled.

Laws are deaf to every voice but that of juflice and the public good. But it be-

longs to princes to judge, according to circumftances, whether they ought to foften,

or rigoroufly to enforce the laws. When the repentance of his mother, or his own

merit, have efficacioufly pleaded for an illegitimate fon, the clemency of a prince may

remove the ftain from his birth, and thus reftore him to fociety and his rights.

But in applying this maxim to the houfe of Arragon, a multitude of difficulties

occur, of which it is impoflible not to feel the force, i. By what means is legiti-

mation by a prince to be afcertained. Ferdinand was legitimated by a folemn aiSt j

7 but
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par un afte folemnelj mais je ne fache pas que Mainfroy le fut jamais. Son

pere a la verite lui legua la piincipaute de Salerne, et meme la fuccefllon du

royaume. II refte a favoir, fi lorfqu'un prince maitre de faire une certaine

grace, accorde a quelqu'un une dignite dont il ne peut jouir fans cette grace

prealable, il eft cense la lui avoir accorde ; c'eft a dire, fi la forme emporte le

fonds, ou le fonds la forme *. 1. Si un prince peut legitimer fes proprcs en- z. Un prince

fans. Un prince eft fujet aux loix, ainfi il eft tenu d'en fubir la peine lorf- ^g. fes «i-

qu'il les viole. Mais le bien public veuc que fa perfonne en foit exempte. '^*"^'

Ici il les viole, et en peut etre puni dans les perfonnes de ceux qui lui font

les plus cheres. Or peut on dire, qu'il eft oblige de fubir cette punition dont

cependant il peut fe faire grace, s'il le veut. 3. Si cette legitimation peut

s'etendre

* Voici un exemple ou il s'agit du meme raifonnement. Le chevalier Raleigh fut con-

damne a mort pour crime de haute trahifon. Apies plufieurs annees de prifon, le roi Jacques I.

lui donna le comniandement d'une efcadre deilinee a exploiter une mine d'or dans I'Amerique

Meridionale. L'enterprife manqua; et a fon retour Jacques I. fit couper la tete au chevalier

Raleigh fur I'ancienne fentence. La nation en murmura hauteinent, et difolt que cette coni-

miflion d'admiral valoit bien des lettres d'abolition; puis qu'on ne pouvoit donner cette auto-

rite et cette confiance a un traiire qu'on deftinoit a la mort f

.

but I know not whether that was the cafe with Mainfroy : his father indeed be-

queathed to him the principality of Salerno, and even the inheritance of the kingdom.

It remains to determine, wliether a prince, entitled to perform an aft of favour and

•mercy, aftually does fo by conferring an office of dignity, which cannot be enjoyed

unlefs the aft of mercy has previoufly been obtained ; that is to fay, whether the fub-

ftance ought to prevail over the form, or the form over the fubflance *'.—2. Can a Can a prince

prince legitimate his own children ? Being fubjeft to the laws, he cannot violate legitimate his

them without being amenable to juftice ; though the public good requires that his
*-"''"'^^"'

perfon fliould not be liable to punifhment. But, in the fuppofed cafe, his violation of

the laws may be punifhed in the perfons of thofe who are mod dear to him : it cannot

furely be faid, that he is obliged to fubmit to a punifhment which his own pardon can

forgive,

* The following is an example where the fame reafoning occurred. Sir Walter Raleigh
was condemned to death for treafon. After a confinement of many years in prifon, he re-

ceived from James 1. the command of a fleet to be employed in difcovering a gold mine in
South America. The enterprife failed ; and, at Sir Walter's return home, James ordered his

head to be cut ofl^, according to the fentence formerly pafled againft him. The nation mur-
mured loudly, alTerting that the commiffion of admiral was equivalent to a formal pardon, fince

it was inipoffiblc to bellow that authority and confidence on a traitor condemned to death f.

t V. Rapin, Hill. d'Angletcrre, tome vii. p. izz.j et Hume, Hill, of the Stuarts, vol. i.

p. 74. Howell's Letters, vol. i. f. 1 . lett. iv.
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3. et Ics ap- s'etendre jufqu'au droit de fuccefTion a la couronne *. 4. Si ces enfans legi-

fucceflion, times rentrcnt parfaitement dans tous Icurs droits de fils du roi-regnant, et de

4. avant les
j^^^ proclies hcreticrs dc la couronne, ou bien s'ils n'en font que les derniers,

lieretiers col- r r ' i '

lat-.raux? apres toutes les branches collaterales. II femble qu'on ne peut faire grace

qu'aprcs avoir fait juftice : Louis XIV. lui meme s'il violoit les droits de la

nation, refpecla pourtant ceux dc la maifon royale.

Jean I'oncle Cecte derniere queftion eft tres importante. Alphonfc, le pere de Ferdi-

" nand, laiflli un frere nomme Jean, qui lui fucceda dans le royaume d'Arra^-

gon. II eft vrai que Jean ne contefta point la fuccefllon de fon neveu au

Un prince royaume de Naples, mais pouvoit il renon^er pour fa pofterite ? C'eft un

ce^fa polk-"
q^cft'O" ^^^^ "ous ne touchons point la decifion apres tant de difputesf

.

"'^^ Toutes ces reflexions donnent de grands foup^ons a I'egard du titre de la

maifon d'Arragon, et furtout de Ferdinand. Mais dans les fiecles de fer oii

cette difpute s'eleva, les coutumes leur etoient plus favorables. Dans ces

ficcles auffi vicieux qu'ils etoient ignorans, les princes s'abandonnoient a une

vie

• Cette quedion tient aux memes principes que celle de I'adoption que j'examinerai bientot.

f Elle a fait un grand bruit il y a un demi fiecle, a I'occafion de la fucceffion d'Efpagne, a
laquelle Louis XIV. rcnonya dans le traite des Pyrennees, et que fa famille revendiqua dans la

fuite.

and call them forgive.—3. Does this legitimation extend to the right of fucceffion to the crown * ?

—

r \ "^5*^^ " 4. Do legitimated children recover completely the rights of lawful offspring, and of

collateral ^^e neareft heirs to the crown ; or rather, ought they not to be the laft In tlie order of

heirs? fucceffion after all the collateral branches .'' It is not fit that we fhould be bountiful,

before we have been juR-. Even Lewis XIV. when he trampled on the rights of the

nation, ftill refpefted thofe of the princes of the blood.

John the This laft queftion is extremely important. Alphonzo, the father of Ferdinand, left

unc e of i'er- ^ brother named John, who fucceeded to him in the klnirdom of Arragon. John did
oinand. . .

'^ °
,

_ . not indeed difpute his nephew's right of fucceffion to the kincrdom of Naples, but could
Can a prince ..... *^ ° °

, r , i

renounce for "'^ renunciation bind Jiis poilerity ? This is a queftion, with the decifion of which

his poilerity.' we fliall not now meddle, fince it was formerly the occafion of fo many difputesf.

Thefe refledions create juft fufpicions concerning the title of the houfe of Arragon,

particularly of Ferdinand : but in the ages of iron, when this conteft arofe, the pre-

valent cuftoms of the times were more favourable to their claim. In thofe ages, as

wicked as they were ignorant, princes difgraced themfelves by a life of profligacy

;

and

• This queftion depends oiv the fame principles with that of adoption, which I fliall fhortly

examine.

f This quertion was much agitated half a century ago, in the bufinefs of the Spanifh fuc-

ceffion, which Le.vis XIV. renounced by the treaty of the Pyrenees, but which his family af-

terwards claimed and vindicated. 8
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vie dereglcc, et s'ils n'avoient point d'enfans legitimes, leurs feigneurs recon- Dans \e

noiflbieM fans peine les droits de leurs fils batards. Auroient-ils pu meprifer \,^ batards

iin nom qu'il fe failbient quelquefois gloire de porter eux memes *, ou me- j^'^^^cedoicnt

^ I 1 D r J fouvent aux

connoitre un droit qui etoit fi fouvent le leur ? Un partifan de la maifon couronncs

;

d'Anjou ne pouvoit attaquer le titre de fcs rivaux fans revoquer en doute les

droits des rois d'Angleterre, de Caftille, et de Portugal f . Je ne fais fi dans en Angle-

les chofes de convention les exemples n'ont pas plus de force que les raifons.
^^ll^'ll ^'^^\

Dans la lumiere du XVIII. fiecle, les pretenfions des Arragonois peu- tugal.

vent etre tres mauvaifes, fans laiiTcr d'etre trcs foutenables dans I'ignorance

du XV.

Je ne crois pas avoir rien fupprime des pretenfions de la maifon d'Arra- Mainfroy

gon, ni des objedions qu'on y pouvoit faire. II eft vrai que Mainfroy
fa"poii/ru'e'

tifurpa la couronne fur fon neveu Conradin j mais comme Conradin mourut nel'etoitpas.

fans enfans, le crime lui etoit perfonel, et ne s'etendoit pas a la pofterite de

Mainfroy.

Les

• On lit quelquefois dans les vieilles chartres. Ego bartardus ; il devenoit un furnom.

Du tems de Philipe de Comines, on faifoit tres peu de difFereiice en Icalie entre les en.'ans legi-

times et ceux qui ne I'etoient pas. Mem. de Philipe de Com. 1. vii. c. 2.

f Guilliaume le Conquerant, dans le XI. fiecle ; Henri de Traftamare, et Jean Grand

Maitre de I'ordre d'Avis, tous les deux dans le XIV. ces trois monarques etoient tous ba-

tards.

and when they had rat any legitimate children, their barons were eafily prevailed on In the middle

to acknowledge the rights of their haftards. How could the barons defpife an appel- ^gcs.baftards

lation which they often prided themfelves in bearing *, or difavow a right which was gj crowns •

often their own .' A partifan of the houfe of Anjcu could not attack the title of his

rivals, without challenging the rights of the kings of England, Caftile, and. Portugal. ;n England,

In matters merely conventional, examples are more powerful than principles. Amidfl; Callile, and

the light of the XVIlIth century, the pretenfions of the houfe of Arragon may appear '^'^"g^''

extremely unjuftifiable ; but might have worn a very different afpedl during the igno-

rance of the XVth.

I am not fenfible of omitting any of the arguments either for or againft the title of Mainfroy's

that houfe. Mainfroy indeed ufurped the crown, to the prejudice of his nephew Con- P"'^'r'ty not

radin ; but as Conradin died childlefs, Mainfroy's crime was merely perfonal, and
J'h"'^''*kY

extended not to his poderity. himfdiwas
The one.

• We fometimes read in old charters, Ego baftardus. The appellative became a fur-

name. In the time of Philip Comines, tliere was little diftinftion made in Italy betvveen
natural and legitimate children.

t In the Xlth century, William the Conqueror; and in the XlVtb, Henry of Traftamare,
and John Grand Malkr of the Order of Avis, were all baftards.

C 1
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Droits de Les droits de Charles VIII. etoient beaucoiip plus compliques. La de-

CharlesVIII.
pofitjon Jg Frederic II. par le pape, et I'invcftiture de Naples qu'il donna

a Charles I. etablifToient les droits de la premiere maifon d'Anjoii. L'adop-

tion de Louis d'Anjou par la reine Jeanne I. les fit pafler a la leconde branche

dont Charles VIII. les herita par le tcftament de Charles, dernier comte de

Provence, et roi titulaire de Naples. Ce font trois chainons, qu'il s'agit

d'eprouver feparement.

La dcpofiiion La depoficion de Frederic II. par le pape Innocent IV. fouleva I'Europe

ric n.^par le
contre cc prince malheureux. Le grand nombre loua cette feverite falutaire

pap^' qui n'epargnoit pas les fouverains eux memes, s'ils etoient ennemis de I'eglife.

A peine s'en trouvoient ils quelqu'uns qui condamnoient cette fentence, non

comme injufte, mais comme trop cruelle : ils trouvoient que le pape otoit les

couronnes trop legerement, mais ils convenoient qu'il avoit droit de les

oter *.

Prlncipes de La bonne philofophie nous feroit rire de ce droit pretendii, s'il n'avoit pas

la^philofo-
^^^ JJ.QP fiinefte. La partie la plus membreufe de toute fociete en fixe la

religion

• Voyez la conduite equivoque de Louis IX. II blamoit la feveriie du pape, 11 tachoit de

faire la paix : mais ce concile de Lyon etoit toujours pour lui un tribunal dont Frederic ne pou-

voit appeller.

The rights of The rights of Charles VIIL were far more complicated. Tlie depofition of Fre-

CharlesVIII. derick IL by the pope, and the inveftiture of Naples granted by him to Charles L
formed the title of the firft houfe of Anjou. The adoption of Lewis of Anjou by

queen Joan tranfmitted this title to the fecond branch, from which Charles VIIL re-

ceived it by the teftament of Charles, the laft count of Provence, and titular king

of Naples. Thefe are the three links of the chain, which muft be feparately ex-

amined.

The depofiti- The depofition of Frederick IL by pope Innocent IV. ftirred up Europe againft that

on of Frede- unhappy prince. The multitude commended a falutary feverity, which did not fpare
rick II. by

^^^^j^ fovereigns themfclves, when they became the enemies of the church. A very

A. D. /24c. f"^^^ °"'y condemned the pope's fentence, not as unjuft, but as too harfli : they

thought that his holinefs took away crowns with too little ceremony, but they ac-

knowledged that he had the right of taking them away *.

Principles of Sound philofophy would teach us to fmile at this pretended right, had it not been

philofophy. produdlive of too melancholy confequences. The moft; numerous portion of every

community

• Obferve the equivocal conduft of Lewis IX. He blamed the pope's feverity ; he endea-

voured to make peace ; but the council of Lyons he always confidered as a tribunal from which

Frederick was not entitled to appeal.
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religion dominante. Le magiftrat eft charge d'etablir des miniftres pour LVglifefou.

I'enfeigner au peuple, et en pratiquer le cuke. II en regie les fonctions,

I'hierarchie, les gages ; et I'ordre ecclefiaftiqiie ne lui eft pas moins foumis

que Tordre des juges, ou celui des guerriers. Mais fans recourir a ces prin-

cipes qui ne feroient pas generalement admis, les inaximes de I'eglife Maximes de

Gallicane peuvent fervir de reponfe a ces pretenfions ukramontaines. Chez ^\v
^

elle, reglife, il eft vrai, n'obeit, pas a I'etat, mais elle ne lui commande pas. L'autoriie du

Ce font deux puiflances independantes, mais alliees, qui doivent s'entre- fpirituelle.

aider fans attenter a leurs droits reciproques. Le pape ne peut pas plus de- Le papene

pofer I'empereur, que I'empereur ne peut faire des decifions de foi. L'ex- P^J?'
P*^ ^'

communication eft toute fpirituelle, et I'excommunie pour n'etre plus Chre- verain.

tien, n'eft pas moins pere, maitre, ou prince. L'empereur Frederic II,

n'etoit pas moins roi de Naples apres le concile de Lyon, qu'auparavantj et

tout ce qui fe fit, le fuppofant lui et fa famille dechus de la royaute, etoit nul

de toute nullite.

Mais fi le pape Innocent ne pouvoit depofer Frederic comme fouverain Le pape pou-

pontife, il etoit feigneur fuzerain de Naples, et en cette qualite, fi fon vaflal |;°'' '^^po'''^'"

lui manquoit de fidelite il pouvoit lui oter fon fief. Ce droit eft beaucoup comme fon

plus fpecieux, Les conquerans Normans, par devotion ou par politique, fuzerain.

avoient

community determines the prevailing religion: the fovereign eftabliflies minifters to The church

pra£life its rules, and to teach its precepts to the people : the fovereign alfo regulates '^^bjeft to the

its functions, hierarchy, and appointments ; ecclefiaftics being not lefs fubje£t to
^'^'

his authority than judges and foldiers. But without recurring to principles which Maxims of

would not be univerfally admitted, the maxims of the Gallican church afford a fuffi- ^^e Gailican

cient anfwer to thofe tranfalpine pretenfions. According to thefe maxims, the church, ^^ '^'^

V
it is true, is not bound in obedience to the Hate ; but neither has the former any con- authority en-

troul over the latter. They are two independent, but allied, powers ; which ought "'^'y '^P'"-

always to contribute their mutual afTiftance, without ever infringing their reciprocal

rights. The pope can no more depofe the emperor, than the emperor can pafs deci- The pope
fions of faith. Excommunication is of a nature entirely fpiritual ; and the perfon ex- cannot depofe

communicated, though no longer a Chriftian, ceafes not to be a father, a mailer, or a ^ fovereign.

king. The emperor Frederick II. was not lefs king of Naples after the council of

Lyons than before ; and whatever was done on the fuppofition that he and his family

were diverted of the rights of fovereignty, was completely null.

But if Innocent could not, as fovereign pontiff, depofe Frederick
; yet, as lord para- The pope

mount of the kingdom of Naples, he could deprive a rebeUious vaflal of his fief, '^o"''^ depofe

This right is far more fpecious. The Norman conquerors, through devotion or po-
^?fo7c|'^parjt

licy> mount.
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Reponfes

d'un parcifan

de Frederic.

1. Le pape

n'agit que

comme fou-

verain pon-

tife.

2. La fen-

tcnce

n'etoit point

dans les

regies.

avoient rc?u toutes leurs pofleffions en Italic du pape Nicholas II. a titrc de

fief du Saint Siege, qui leur tn donna I'inveftiture auffi bien qu'aux empe-

reurs Suabcs, Icurs fucccfleurs.

Cependant, en failant valoir ce droit de fouverainete fuivant les loix du

fyfteme fcodal, je ne.fai fi un partifan de Frederic auroit ete reduit au

filence. II auroit pu dire. i. C'eft a la condiiite du pape a nous faire voir

s'il agiflbit en cette qualite. Eft ce dans un concile general d'eveques, par

une excommunication folemnelle, en deliant les fujets de leur ferment de

fidelitc, qu'un feigneur fait condamner fon vafial ? y mele-t'on au crime de

felonie, des accufations de perfidie, de facrilege, et d'herefie ? Une aflemblee

des p:;irs, de tous les grands valTaux du S. Siege, un roi d'Angleterre a leur

tete, etoit le feul tribunal dont Frederic etoit jufticiable; et le crime dc

felonie etoit le feul qu'on dut porter dev.int ce tribunal. Mais au concile

de Lyon je ne vois dans Innocent IV. que le fouverain pontife. i. Jamais

tribunal ne merita moins ce nom j on n'entendit ni les accufateurs ni I'accufe ;

on refufa a celui-ci le moindre delai, quoique fes miniftres charges de pleins

pouvoirs s'avancoient vers Lyons a grandes journecs. On prononca la fen-

tence avant leur arrivee ; et cette fentence portoit, non fur une notoriete dc

droit, des preuves juridiquement conftatees, mais fur un pretendue noto-

riete

Anfwers of

Frederick's

partifans.

I. Innocent

aifled merely

in his charac-

ter of pope.

4. The fen-

tence was ir-

regular.

licy, had confcnted to hold their It.ilian pofleflions as fiefs of the Holy See ; which
conferred their iiivefliture on thofe princes, and on the Svvabian emperors, their fuc-

ceflbrs.

Yet in examining this right of fovereignty by the principles of the feudal law, I

know not whether Frederick's partifans needed to have given up the caufe. They
might have faid, i. It belonged to the pope to fliow by his conduft, whether he really

afted as lord paramount. Is it by a folemn excommunication, in a general council
of bifliops, and by abfolving fubjeds from their oaths of fidelity, that a fuperior
condemns his vafial

'
In fuch condemnations is it ufual to join with the crime of

felony, the accufations of perfidy, facrilege, and herefy ? An afTembly of peers,
and of all the great vaflals of the Holy See, with a king of England at their head,
was the only tribunal to which Frederick was amenable ; and felony was the only
crime of which that tribunal could take cognifance. But in the council of Lyons,
Innocent IV. appears under no other character than that of fovereign pontiff. 2. Ne-
ver did any court <-f juftice lefs deferve the name. It heard neither the accufation nor
the defence

;
and rcfufed to grant to the perfon accufed the fmalleft delay, although

his minifters, eutrutted whh full powers, hallened to Lyons. Sentence was pro-
nounced before their arrival ; a fentence founded neither on acknowledged law, nor
on judicial evidence, but on a pretended notoriety of fads, vague reports, and

public
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riete de fait, des oui-dire, des bruits publics. 3. Le fond n'etoit pas molns 3. Elle etoit

defedlueux que la forme. Frederic ne meritoit point d'etre prive de fon
'"^"

fief. Tout vaflalqu'il etoit du Saint Siege, il n'en etoit point fujet. Un vaflal obligations

d'un grand fief y regnoit en maitre fouverain; abfolu dans fon etat, il n'en
un*'^'^'

devoit a fon feigneur que I'homage, le fervice par lequel il le tenoit, et

Tobligation de ne pas porter les armes contre lui. Encore avoit il tant de

latitude a remplir ces obligations qu'il etoit difficile de le convaincre d'y

avoir manque. Si le feigneur lui veoit fa cour (c. a. d. lui refufoit juftice)

il pouvoit fe la faire par force, et fes propres vaflaux etoient tenus de le

fuivre contre ce prince dont ils etoient eux memes les arrieres vaflaux *. A Frederic

plus forte raifon, file prince I'attaqucit, pouvoit il fe defendre par les armes. "j'g
fg jg.

Or les papes etoient aflurement les aggreueurs, fi, excommunier Frederic, fendre.

ofFiir fes etats a tous les princes de I'Europe, precher contre lui une croi-

fade, folliciter ouvertement a la revoke fcs fujets du Milanois, de Ravenne,

et de la Marche Trevifane, peut juftifier ce nom. 4. Si le pape pouvoit 4. Frederic

reprefenter a fon gre le fouverain pontife, cu le feigneur du royaume de pp'reur poi-

Naples, Frederic pouvoit auffi choifir entre fcs titres. Roi des deux Siciles, ^oit faire la

guerre au

il relevoit de la cour de Rome ; empereur des Remains, il ne relevoic que pape qucique

de Dieu feuli et dans la querelle pour la Sardaigne, querelle de I'eglife et de
(j°ailleurs.

I'empire,

public rumours. 3. The fubftnnce was net lefs c1cfe£live than the form. Frederick 3. and unjuft.

had not deferved to he dripped of his fief. Though a vafTal of the Holy See, he

was not its fubjedl. The vaflal of a great fief reigned over it with abfolute fove- Duties of a

reignty ; owing nothing to his paramoutit but homage, military fervice, and the ne- vaflal.

gative duty of not bearing arms againfl; his liege lord. Thefe duties, befides, were

defined fo loofely, that it was difficult to convidt him of their violation. If his

fuperior refufed to do him juftice, he might afiert it by force of arms ; and his own
immediate vaflals were bound to follow him into the field agr.infl a prince, of whom
they were themfelves the rear-vaflals *. By ftill ftronger cogency of reafon, the vaflal, Frederick

when attacked by his lord, was entitled to defend himfelf by arms. But the pope had only de-

furely was the aggreffor ; if this appellation could be merited by excommunicating V^J^^'^''
'^"n-

Frederick, by offering his ftates to all the princes of Europe, and by openly exciting

the revolt of his fubjefts in the Milanefe, Ravenna, and the Trevifan march.

4. If the pope could at pleafure aflume the character of fovereign pontiff, or of 4. Frederick,

prince paramount of the kingdom of Naples, Frederick alfo was juftified in ufing the thojgii a vai-

fame right of option between his titles. As king of the two Sicilies, he held of the ^°
co\i\d.

court of Rome ; but as emperor of the Romans, he was fubje£t to God only ; and makj war on

in a quarrel between the church and empire about Sardinia, he had not any account to •'"'"' *^ *"**

peror.
give ^

• Hainault, Abrege Chronol, de I'Hift. de France, p. 617.
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Exemple
des rois

d'Anglcterrc

dues dc Nor-

inandiei

L'invellitiire

de Charles

d'Anjou ticnl

;i la depofi-

tion dc Fre-

deric 126;.

Louis d'An-
jou adopte

par la reine

Jeanne 1.

1380.

I'empire, il pouvoit tirer I'epee fans en devoir compte a perfonne. II

poiivoit meme fans nianquer a Ion devoir, employer les forces du royaume

de Naples, dcfque ce pays n'etoit pas I'objet de la difpute. Ces diftinc-

tions paroiflent fubtilcs, et niemes contradidloires. EUes peuvent I'etre,

mais aulTi je les tire dc I'oiivrage de la barbarie et du hazard, de ce fyfteme

foedal ou le fouverain pouvoit etre le vafTal de fon fujet. Sans elles qu'on

in'cxplique comment les rois d'Angleterre depuis Guillaume I. jufqua

I'Edouard III. pouvoient faire la guerre a la France. Comme dues de Nor-

mandie ou d'Aquitaine, ils en etoient vaffaux ; cependant ces guerres etoient

i-econnues pour legitimes ; et dans les traites de paix il n'etoit jamais queftion

de pardon ou d'amneflie.

De la dcpofinon de Frederic II. depend I'inveftiture de Charles d'Anjou.

Le royaume de Naples etoit bicn alors entre les mains d'un ufurpateur;

mais fi le jeune Conradin n'avoit pas perdu fes droits par le crime de fon

ayeul, I'autorite du pontife ne pouvoit s'etendre qu'a faire rendre fon heri-

tage a ce jeune prince. 2. Charles s'empara du royaume de Naples, et le

laifla a fa pofterite. II etoit trifayeul de Jeanne I. fi connue par fa debauche

efFrence. Cette princcfle prete a fuccomber fous les armes de fon coufin

Charles de la Paix, mecontente de fes plus proches parens, appella a fon

fecours

Example of

the kings of

England
dukes of

Normandy.

The inveHi-

ture of

Chaises of

Anjou de-

pendant on

ihc dcpofition

of Frederick

ia 1265.

give of the employment of his arms. He was even entitled, confiftently with his

duty, to make ufe of the forces of Naples itfelf, when that kingdom was not the

objetSl of difpute. Thefe tliftin£tions appear to be too fubtile, and even contradl£tory.

They may really be fo ; but they are dcducible from that work of barbarifm and

chance, the feudal fyftem, which admitted that a fovereign might be the vaflal of his

own fubjeifl:. Without fuppofing this, let it be explained, how the kings of England

fmce William L to Edward III. could levy war againfl France. As dukes of Nor-

mandy or Aquitaine, they were vaflals of that kingdom ; yet thefe wars were ac-

knowledged ns lawful, fmce in tlie treaties of peace which followed them, there is

not any mention of pardon or amneity.

On the juftnefs of Frederick's depofition depends that of the invefliture of Charles

of Anjou. The kingdom of Naples was then indeed poflcfTed by an ufurper ; but if

Conradin could not lofe his title by the crime of his grandfather, the authority of the

pontiff could not be lawfully exerted but in reftoring his inheritance to that young

prince. 2. Charles acquired the kingdom of Naples, and left it to his pofterity. He
was anceRor, the fourth in afcent, to Joan, fo well known by her infamous de-

baucheries. This ptincefs, when ready to be overwhelmed by the arms of her coufin

Charles de la Paix, and diffatisfied with her neareft relations, applied for afliftance to

7 Lewis
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{ecours Louis due d'Anjou, frere de Charles V. roi de France, et par fcs

lettres patentes datees du chateau d'Oeuf a Naples, le 29 Juin 13B0, ellc

I'adopta pour fon fils, et I'inftitua fon heritier univerlel *.

Oferai-je cependant demander fi un prince Europcen peut faire un fi si'un prince

beau don; s'il peut fe choifir un fils et un fuccefleur ? Le nom de roi eft fort
fj^s"eja°s"f^"

ufite partout; mais on y attache des idees bien difFerentes. Chez le peuple Undefpote

de rOrient c'eft un envove du Ciel, revetu d'une puiflfance defpotique, et Afiatique le
'

.
peut. Pour-

difpofant a fon gre de la vie et des biens de fes fujets. Sous un tel gou- quol ?

vernement, le fouverain peut donner fes etats par la meme raifon qu'un

berger peut donner fon troupeau. lis lui appartiennent. Mais il y a

d'autres nations, plus dignes du nom d'homme, qui ne voyent dans le fou-

verain que le premier magiftrat, etabli par le peuple pour le rendre heureux,

et comptable a lui de fa conduite. Un tel magiftrat ne pouvoit transferer Un prince.,.,,. ,, ^ .- . . . ^ -1 ' • Europeen ne
a un autre un pouvoir dont il n etoit que 1 ulurruitier. A la mort h etoit

i^ pguj pas.-

devolu au peuple, fi le gouvernement etoit eledlifj s'il etoit hereditaire, au PourquoiJ

plus proche heritier, fuivant les loix que la nation avoit etablies ; et fi la

maifon

• Dans mes compilations le confentement des etats a cette adoption ne paroiflbit point. C'etolt

cependant una circonftance tres eflentielle. Mais j'ai vu depuis, que I'exad Giannone n'en dit

ru:n non plus.

Lewis duke of Anjou, brother to Charles V. king of France ; and by letters patent,

dated from the caftle of Oeuf at Naples, the 29th June 1380, adopted him for her

fon, and appointed him heir to all her pofleflions *.

May I be permitted, however, to inquire, whether an European prince is entitled Can a prince

to make fo fair a prefent; and whether he enjoys the right of choofmg for himfelf a ?'^^. -^ ,^

fon and a fucceflbr .^ The name of king is univerfally ufed ; but in different coun-

tries it is taken in very different acceptations. Among the natives of the Eall, a king An Afiatlc

is the vicegerent of Heaven, inverted with defpotic power over the lives antl proper- Qe'pot may.

ties of his fubjedis. Under fuch governments a king can difpofe of his people for the ^

fame reafon that a fliepherd can difpofe of his flock. They are his property. But

there are other nations, more dcferving the name of men, who fee in a fovereign

nothing more than the firft magiftrate, appointed by the people for the purpofe of

promoting public happinefs, and refponfible to the people for his adminiftration.

Such a magiftrate cannot transfer to another, a power with which he is entruflcd A European

only for his own life. At his demife, this power, if the government be elective, re- P'''"'-*
'*""

turns to the people 5 if the government be hereditary, the fame power devolves on

th?

* In my compilation the confent of tiie ftates to this adoption is not mentioned. This,

however, was a very eflenti.-\l circumftance. But I have fince found, that the accurate Gian-
none is alfo filent rel'pcdling it.

VOL. II. D
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maifon royale devenoic ctelnte, le peuple rentroit dans tons fes droits. Ces

dernieres maximes ccoient afllirement celles des peuples du nord, fondateurs

Us ne devin- de prefque tons Ics royaumes de I'Europe. Sentez la gradation par laquelle

tai'rcsauepeu l^-'^^'s princcs rendirent hercditaire leur puifTance toujours Ibumife aux loix.

^ pe"' Leurs chefs n'etoient d'abord choifis que pour I'occafion ; peu a peu ils

devini-ent perpetuels. La reconnoillance bornoit les eleiftions a quelque

fiimille diftinguee ; le fils fuccedoit ordinairement au pere, mais il falloit une

election folcnnelle ; le filence et robeiflance etoient fenses exprimer le con-

fentemcnt de la nation, mais elle fe refervoit toujours le droit de changer la

Cctte puif- fuccenion toutes les fois que le bien public le demandoit. Je vois meme
fance bornee . ^ , . .

Chez les quelque lucur de cette liberte parmi les peuples qui croupiflent dans le plus

^['""bn s
^'^ eiclavage. Les monarques Orientaux qui choififTent leur lucceUeur,

font obliges de le clioifir dans la maifon royale, et les fujets n'obeiroient

point a un etrangcr, quoique revetu de I'autorite de leur dernier fouverain.

_ , Un fentiment confiis leur infinue que la loi eft encore au defliis du prince.
Cependant

.

^ *^

les peuples Cependant (car je ne cherche que la verite) Ton voit d'un autre cote,

i'emblenHe^ '^^"^ '^'^ monarchies Europcennes une certaine autorite reconnue, dans les

Icuraccorder difpofitions que les princes ont fait de leurs etats. Charles IL d'Efpagne fe
quelquefois.

. ^ , ^ .

„, ,, . croyoit maitre de nommer fon fucceffeur, il nomma Philipe de Bourbon.
ieltamcntde •'

' >

Charles II. . La
d'Efpagne.

the neareft heir, according to the law of the land ; and fliould the royal family be

extiniSt, the people would^refume all their rights. Thefe maxims, furely, prevailed

among the northern nations, who founded almoft all the kingdoms of Europe. Ob-
ferve the fteps by which they rendered their kings, though always fubjefl: to the laws.

There princes hereditary. Thefe kings were originally only temporary and occafional chiefs. By

ditary by de-
'^^g''^'^^ ''^^7 '^''"'2 to hold their offices for life. Gratitude confined the fphere of

grees. tleclion to fome dillini^uiflied family; the fon commonly fucceeded to the father, but

the folemnity of an eleftion was ftill requifite ; filence and obedience were finally

thought to imply the coiifent of the nation ; which always, however, refumed to

itfclf the right of changing the order of fucceffion, when the public good de-
The power manded an alteration,

riiie iiine- ' ^ perceive a glimpfe of this liberty even among people languiihing in the vileft

doms bound- fervitude. The monarchs of tlie Eaft, who name their fucceffors, muft choofe \ivca.

ed among the from the royal family ; and their fubje£ts would not obey a flranger, though inverted

imions^'"
^'^^ authority by their late king. They have a confufed perception that the law

Yet the na- ought to be above the prince. Yet (for I am in fearch only of the truth) it may be
tions of Eu- obferved on the other fide, that the authority of European princes has been acknow-

acknowkdge
'"'^^'^ '° extend to the power of transferring their dom.inions. Cliarles II. of Spain,

this power, believing liimfelf entitled to appoint his fucceflbr, named Philip of Bourbon. France

The teftament of Charles II. of Spain. accepted
2
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La France accepra le teftament, I'Efpagnc s'y foiimit, et les allies fe virent

rcduits a revoquer en doute fon audienticite. Je ne vols pas meme, fans ac- Authoritedei

corder aux fouverains quelque droit de cette efpecc, fur quoi fonder la
'™'^* ^^

force des traites, ou ils cedent, non a un parent, a un ami, mais a un etran-

ger, a un ennemi, robeiffance d'uiie partie de leurs fujcts. Le droit public

de I'Europe envifage ces fujets comme rebelles, s'ils refufcnt de fe fou-

mettre a leur nouveau prince. La fameufe diftinction de domaine ct dc

frontiere bien approfondie, ne fe trouvera que des mots en I'air.

3. L'adoption de Jeanne L ne valut aux princes de la feconde branche Teftament de

d'Anjou que la comtc de Provence. Aprcs avoir difpute Naples quelque
^^arles IV

terns avec la premiere branche de leur maifon, ils ne purent le defendre d'Anjou.

centre la maifon d'Arragon. lis fe refugierent en France, faifant de terns

en tems des entreprifes malheureufes, Rene le petit fils de Louis L avoit

a choifir entre Charles le fils de fon frere, et Rene de Vaudemont due de

Lorraine, le fils de fa fille. II choifit le premier ; et ce Charles, roi titulaire CharlesVIII.

de Naples, et comte de Provence, fe voyant fans enfans, inftitua pour fon
''^".'' *>yj""

legataire univerfel Louis XL roi de France, et pere de Charles VIH. 1481.

La leciiure reflechie d'un chapitre de Philipe de Comines (Mem. L. viii.

c.j.) m'a fourniquelques propofitions, qui m'y parroifTent clairement enoncees.

I. Rene

accepted the tellament ; Spain fubmitted to it, and the allies felt the necelTity of call-

ing its authenticity in queflion. Without acknowledging a power of this kind in The autho-

princes, I know- not how we can juftify thofe treaties, in which a king transfers, not rity of trea-

to a kinfman or friend, but to a ftranger or enemy, the obedience of a portion of his
"" '** <^^'"°"«

fubje£ls. The public law of Europe confiders thofe fubjeQs as rebels, when they

refufe to fubmit to their new prince. The famous di(lin£lion between domain and

frontier, when examined to tlie bottom, will be found to contain more found than

fenfe.

3. By the adoption of Joan I. the fecond branch of the houfe of Anjou obtained Teftament of

only the county of Provence. After contending with the eldeft braucli of their ch"V"lV
family about the crown of Naples, they found themfelves unable to defend it againft of Anjou.

the houfe of Arragon. They fled into France, making from thence various expedi-

tions that were unfuccefsful. Rene, the grandfon of Lewis L had no other choice CharlesVlII,

to make than that of Charles his brother's fon, or that of Rene of Vaudemont duke
^'^^"^

of. Lorraine, the fon of his daughter. He preferred the former ; and this Charles,

titular king of Naples, and count of Provence, dying without children, bequeathed

all his rights to Lewis XI. king of France, and father of Charles VIII,

An attentive perufal of a chapter of Philip Comines (Mem. L. viii. c. 1.) fuggefU

he following propofitions, which appear to me inconteftible. i. Rene of Ahjou

D 2 appointed
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Rene due de I. Rene de Anjou avoit etabli Charles fon neveu, et Charles Louis X I,

Lorraine, fes

,

hcritiepi univcrfcls. 1. Le roi de France convenoit que ces princes
pretcnfions

»

, , i . r o- i rL

Ja couronne n'avoient pas le droit de violer I'ordre de la luccellion par leur teltament.

de Naples.
^^ Louis XI. et Charles VIII. ne fe mirent en poffeffion de la Provence, que

parcequ'etant un fief qui ne defcendoit qu'aux males dont la ligne etoit

La cour de eteinte, Rene de Vaudemont n'y avoit aucun droit. 4. Bien loin de con-

^co""!" tefter le droit du due de Lorraine au royaume de Naples, ou il n'y avoit

d'abord. point de loi Salique, la cour de France fit agir tous fes ambafTadeurs en

fa faveur, et lui permit de mener fa compagnie de cent lances a I'expedi-

Les difpQtes tion qu'ellc y fit. f.
Quelques perfonnes deterrent d'anciens teftamens de

fondles fur
Charles I. et d'autres princes de la maifon d'Anjou, par lefquels ils reun-

de vicux ifibient irrevocablement le royaume de Naples et la comte de Provence>

Si h"loi"sa- teftamens dont I'authenticite ne fut jamais bien conftatee. 6. Charles VIIL

Hque devoit ^^ concluoit, que puifqu'il etoit comte de Provence par le teftament de

M ProvVrce Charles IV. d'Anjou, au defaut d'heritiers males, il etoit auffi roi legitime

""n^^V'^" de Naples. Dcs ce moment il ne fut plus queftion dcs droits du due de

Lorraine. Cependant ce due fi meprife, ne pouvoit il pas demander, puif-

qu'on vouloit regler les deux etats par la meme loi de fucceflion, pourquoi

la comte devoit faire la loi au royaume plutot que de Ten recevoirH

Nauroit

Rene duke appointed his nephew Charles, and Charles appointed Lewis XI. hefrs to all their

of Lorraine,
jjghtj. 2. The king of France acknowledged that thefe princes were not entitled to

i\on%'vo^\iQ
alter the order of fuccefTion by their teftanients. 3. Lewis XL and Charles VIIL

crown of took poflcdion of Provence only becaufe it was a male fief; and that the male line

Naples. being extind, Rene of Vaudemont could not have any legitimate claim. 4. Inftead

The court of difputlng the title of the duke of Lorraine to the kingdom of Naples,^ where the

"'^

f^ft*"'^^
Salique law was unknown, the court of France ordered its ambafTadors to efpoufe his

knowledges caufe, and permitted him to lead his company of an hundred lances in the expedition

ti\em. ag.iinft that country. 5. A difcoveiy is made of ancient tellaments of Charles L

The fubfe- an^' other princes of the houfe of Anjou, by which they irrevocably unite the king-

quent difpute dom of Naples and the county of Provence ; but the authenticity of thefe tellamenta

founded on
^^^ ^^^^^ clearly afcertained. 6. Charles VIII. concluded, that becaufe he was

count of Provence by the teftament of Charles IV. of Anjou, failing his male iffue,

he therefore alfo became lawful king of Naples. From this time, there was no longer

any mention of the rights of the duke of Lorraine. Yet this duke, fo much defpifed,

might furely have afked, fince the two flates were to be fubje£l: to the fame law of

Whether the fuCcelFion, why the county ought to ferve as a rule for the kingdom, rather than the

Salique law kingdom for the county ? Would it not have been more confiftent with juftice to

ought to have lejeft

ments.
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Naiiroit il pas ete plus equitable de rejetter la loi Salique en Provence,

parcequ'elle letoic a Naples, que de I'admettre a Naples parcequ'elle ecoit

admife en Provence ?

Mais 11 ne faut qu'adopter une maxime du P. Daniel, pour terminer la Maxime du

controverfe fur le champ. Le due de Lorraine n'etoit pas en etac de pour-

liiivre fon droit, le roi de France I'etoit. Sa puiflance lui donnoit la pre-

ference. Je ne fai cependant fi on peut adopter une maxime, laquelle

geiieraliiee revient a celle ci. " Si I'heritier legitime ne peut faire valoir fes mife au jour.

" pretenfions, elles font anneanties et le plus proche heritier fans fon con-

*«^ fenteraent prend fa place, et peut pourfuivre et obtenir I'heritage pour

*' lui meme et fa pofterice."

Tels font les droits principaux des maifons d'Anjou et d'Arragon a la Autres droits

couronne de Naples. C'eft au lefteur a prononcer, mais avant qu'il le fafle
niaifons?

qu'il jette les yeux fur quelques autres droits des uns et des autres, trop peu

certains, ou trop mal fondes pour meriter d'etre traites au long. r. La L'afte d'in-

maifon de France pouvoit alleguer que par I'adte d'inveftiture de Charles I. pj^ "jgs I

*

fes droits lui etoient devolus. Je n'en dirai rien. Le moine qui drefla cet

a£te avec une precidon fcholaftique, I'a fi bien embrouille que je ne puis voir

fi ces droits etoient retournes au pape, s'ils avoient pafle a la branche de

Bourbon, ou a celle de Valois.

a. Le

reje(£l the Salique law in afcertaining the fucceflion to Provence, becaufe that law was been rejefted

unknown in Naples, than to introduce a new law at Naples becaufe it was admitted '" Provence,

. T, 1 or introduced
in Provence ?

^

^^
js^T,p,„,

But we need only adopt a maxim of Father Daniel, to terminate the controverfy at Maxim of

once. The duke of Lorraine had not force to maintain his right ; the king of France Father Da-

had; and this force entitled him to a preference. Yet I know not whether we "'^

can- j.uftly adopt a maxim, which may be thus exprefled in general terms. " If a explained.

" lawful heir cannot maintain his pretenfions, they become of courfe extinct •, and

" the next perfon in the order of fucceflion may affume his place, aflert and obtain

" the inheritance for himfelf and his pofterity."

Such are the principal titles of the houfcs of Anjou and Arragon to the crown of Other titles

Naples. It belongs to the reader to pronounce fentence ; after firft catting his eye of both

on feme other rights of both parties, too weak or uncertain to merit a long difcuflion. °" ^'"

J. The houfe of France might aflert that by the pope's inveftiture of Charles I. the The aft of

rights of that prince devolved to the family of Anjou. I pretend not to decide. The ""elbtureof

monk who prepared that acl with fcholaftic formality, fucceeded fo well in perplex-

ing it, that I cannot perceive whether thofe rights returned thereby to the pope, or

defcended to the family of Bourbon or to that of Valois.

2. The
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DroUdecoa. 2. Le droit dc conqucte ; droit odieux, qui n'eft propre qua faire dc

*'"^"^'
grands fcelcrats, et qui fe declara pour ciiaque maifon a fon tour.

Droit
_

o_ Le droit d'adoption par la reine Jeanne II. Mais comme elle adopta

parjcanncll. fuccenivement I.ouis d'Anjou, et Alpiionfe d'Arr-agon, I'une des quantites

(pour parler avec les Algebriftes) dctruit I'autre.

Droit de 4. Le droit de pofTefllon. La maifon d'Arragon ravoit depuis foixantc
po e ion.

^^^ Mais la maifon d'Anjou n'avoit jamais laiflfe dormir fes pretenfions :

elle Ics avoit revendiquces dans routes les occafions.

Droit du con- 6. Le droit du coukntement des fujets, le plus beau de tous les droits.

Jentementdcs
j^^^^ Anagonois pouvoient allcguer robeiflance generale j mais felon le parti

contraire, leurs cruautes et les murmurcs du peuple failbicnt voir combiep

cctte obciifance etoit forcee.

Seut droit Le droit de conqucte n'eft fait que pour les betes feroces. Le droit de
au-dcf!us des

fucceifion bien imagine en lui meme, n'a pas de principes fixes. Le feul
<jbjecuons. "

. . .

droit au-defTus de toutes les objeftions, eft celui qui fort de la voix d'un

peuple libre.

Right of 2. The right of conquefl: ; an odious right, fit only to make illuftrious criminals

;

conqueft. which alternately favoured both parties.

Right of
J. The right of adoption by queen Joan II. But as fhe fuccelTively adopted Lewis of

adoption by ^, -^y ^j^^j Alphonzo of Arragon, the one of thofe quantities, to fpeak in the languajrc
queenjoanll. f-',,.^,,,

of algebra, deltroys the other.

Right of pof- 4. The right of pofleffion. The houfe of Arragon enjoyed it fixty years. Yet the

feffion. houfc of Anjou had never relinqulflied its pretenfions ; but, on the contrary, feized

every opportunity of afferting them.

Title ariilng 6. The confent of the fubjefts, the fairefl: of all titles. The princes of the houfe

from the of Arragon might allege the univerfal obedience paid to their authority; but, ac-

? " " cording to the oppofite party, the cruelties excrcifed by that houfe, and the murmurs

of the people, clearly proved their obedience to be involuntary.

The only The light of conquefl is only made for wild bsafls. The laws of fuccefTion, though
title not liable well contrived in themfelves, are deftitute of fixed principles. The only title not

•' '
" liable to objeQion, is the confenting voice of a free people.
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IDEE de quelques SUJETS pour une COMPOSITION ^^^^^l

HISTORIQUE. ZT]t^:,
1761.

JE mcpriferois tout ecrivaln indifferent a I'utilite de fes le£leurs: J'ad-

mirerois celui qui uniquement touche de cette utilite compta pour rien

fa propre gloire. Je ne fuis ni I'un ni I'autre. Mon inclination, celle de

mon fiecle, me decident pour I'hiftoire. Convaincu de fon merite, ma
raifon ne me fait point rougir de mon choix. Mais ce n'eft pas tout-j fuis

je propre a marcher dans une carriere que Tacite a cru digne de lui, et dont

Pline a doute s'il etoit digne ? * Le role d'un hiftorien eft beau, mais celui

d'un chroniqueur, ou d'un coufeur de gazettes eft alfez meprifable. A cet

egard je ne puis connoitre mes forces qu'en les eflfayant, et pour les con-

noitre bientot je dois choifir quelque fujet d'hiftoire qui me faffe honneur,

s'il eft bien execute, et qui ne me laiffe pas le regret en cas d'un malheur,

d'avoir trop employe de terns dans un genre qui n'etoit pas le mien. Jc

vais

HINTS of fome SUBTECTS fit for HISTORY, camp.nenr
-> Winchefter,

26 July 1761.

T WOULD (leff ife an author regardlefs of the benefit of his readers : I would admire

him who, folely attentive to this benefit, fliould be totally indifterent to his own
fame. I (land in neither of thefe predicaments. My own inclination, as well as the

tafte of the prefent age, have made me decide in favour of hiftory. Convinced of its

merit, my reafon cannot blufli at the choice. But this is not all. Am I worthy of

parfuing a walk of literature, which Tacitus thought worthy of him, and of which

Fliny doubted whether he was himfelf worthy * ? The part of an hiftorian is as ho-

nourable as that of a mere chronicler or compiler of gazettes is contemptible. For

which talk I am fit, it is impofiiblc to know, until I have tried my ftrength ; and to

make the experiment, I ought foon to choofe fome fubjeft of hiftory, v.hich may do

me credit, if well treated ; and whofe importance, even though my work fliould

be unfuccefsful, may confole me for employing too much time in a fpecies of com-

pofition for which I was not well qualified. I proceed therefore to review fome fub-

je(ft3

• V. Plin. Secund, Epift, Lib, v. Ep. viii.
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vais parcourir quelques fujets d'hiftoire, niarqucr leurs avantages et leurs

dcfauts, tels qu'ils m'ont paru, et montrcr celui aiiquel je me fuis arrete.

L' hiflo'ire de L'hilloire de Richard premier d'Angleterre, et fa croifade centre les

Riclmdl!
"^

Sarrafins, plairoit du cote du merveilleux. Un roi d'Angleterre com-
d'Angle-

battant a la tete des Ans;lois et des Francois reunis fous les murs d'Afcalon !

terre. ^
, . , ,

Les materiaux fuffifent au deflein. Sans parler des chroniques generales.

Ton a deux hiftoriens contemporains et exafts j et ce qui eft d'un grand prix

pour un ami de la verite, I'un Chretien, et I'autre Mahometan; je veux

parler de Guillaume de Tyr, et de I'Arabe dont M. Schultens a traduit

I'hiftoire de Saladin. Deux auteurs au moins, nous ont laifle des defcrip-

tions particulieres de cette croifade, et deux autres moines I'ont celebre par

des poeraes hiftoriques. Mais aufTi que ce Richard etoic un digne heros

pour des moines ; la ferocite d'un gladiateur, et la cruauce d'un tyran,

employees fans fucces dans une caufe ou la fuperftition impofoit filence a

Ja religion, a la juftice, et a la politique^ et contre un prince des plus accomplis

dans I'hiftoire ! Que Richard nous interefferoit peu ! D'ailleurs cet evene-

ment eft trop eloigne, trop enfonce dans les tcnebres du moyen age, pour

5'attirer beaucoup d'attention aujourdhui.

je£ls for liiftory; to indicate their advantages and defe£ls; and to point out that

lubjedt which I may think fit to prefer.

I'lie hiftory The hiftory of Richard I. of England, and his crufade againft the Saracens, is

°f F
"^

1 '^'1)' ^^^"'^'"g ^y '^he marvellous. A king of England fighting at the head of an allied army

crufade °^ Englifh and French under the walls of Afcalon ! There are good materials for

againft the executing fuch an undertaking. Without fpeaking of the general chronicles, wc
Saracens. know two contemporary and accurate hiftorians ; and what is of great importance to

a lover of the truth, the one a Chriftian, and the other a Mahomedan ; I mean
William of Tyre, and the Arabian whofe hiftory of Saladin is tranflated by Mr.

Schultens. Two monkifli authors, at leaft, have left particular defcriptions of this

crufade ; and other two monks have celebrated it in hiftorical poems. But, on the

other hand, this Richard was a fit hero only for monks. With the ferocity of a gla-

diator, he united the cruelty of a tyriint ; and both were unfuccefsfully employed in a

caufe where fuperftition filenced religion, juftice, and policy, and againft one of the

moft accompliftied princes in hiftory. How little are we interefted in the exploits

of Richard ! Befides, this tranfadlion is too remote, and too deeply buried in the

jiarknefs of the middle ages, to attract much notice at prefent.
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Aug. c;4th,T Read Mr. Bonamy's Refieflions upon the Geographical Errors

176 i-J occafioned by Alexander's Hiftorians, Mem. xxv. p. 40 54;
lery Jolid: and M, de la Bleterie's Mem. upon the tribunitian power of

the Emperors, Mem. xxv. p. 392—440 ; much inferior to his former dif-

fertations.

Qjth.]—I read M. de la Nauze's DifTertation upon the ancient Roman
Calendar, Mem. xxvi. p. 219

—

257; mojl excellent: I never underftood

the Roman Calendar before.

26th.]—I read M. de la Nauze a fecond time, and meditated him tho-

roughly.

28th.]— I read M, de Guigner's Memoir upon die Deftruilion of

the Greek Monarchy in Badriana, Mem. xxv. p. 17—34; 7?;zj-«/rt;-; and

M. d'Anville's, upon the Nation and Religion of the Gets, ib. p. 34

47 ; judicious.

Sept. ift.]—I read the firll Diflertation of the Count de Caylus, upon

antient Painting.

2d.]— I read the Count de Caylus's fecond Diflertation.

3d.]— I began M. de la Nauze's Memoir upon the Manner Pliny has

treated of antient Painting.

4th.]—I finifhed it.

5th.]—I read M. de Caylus's third Diflertation. Though Caylus has a

much higher reputation, I fhould myfelf prefer de la Nauze ; in French I

fhould fay, Celui-ci a ecrit en homme de lettres amateur, celui-la en amateur

homme de lettres. De la Nauze is learned, methodical, full of tafte,

perhaps fometimes not precife enough. Caylus's obfervations are without

any plan, too minute, and fometimes, when flripped of their technical drefs,

injudicious. However, his comparifon of the antient and modern painters

Ihev/s a knowledge of the beauties and mafters of the art. They are both

contained in tom. xxv. Mem. p. 149—3oz. I read the firft Memoir of

M. de Caylus upon antient Sculpture.

VOL. II. E 6h.]
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6th.]—I read the fecond Memoir upon Sculpture, torn. xxv. p. 302—

368. They are nnicli fuperior to thofe upon painting; as the author probably

never prafiifed fculptiire, he attaches himfelf lefs to the manual exercife of

the art.

7th.]—I read M. de Caylus upon the Maufoleum, torn. xxvi. p. Six—SSS.

8th.]—I read four parts of the Bibliotheque des Sciences et dcs Beaux

Arts, from July 60, to July 61 ; a plain, fenfible journal.

I ith.]—I read M. Freret's Obfervations upon the Marble of Paros, torn,

xxvi. p. 157—219: the general remarks, interefting; the enquiry into the

date of die death of Darius, ingenious and fatisfadtory; the whole very pro-

found : and M. de Belley's Explanation of a Camayeu in the D. of Orleans's

cabinet; very probable: torn. xxvi. p. 475—486.

1 2th.]—I read Belley's Explanation of an Agate in the D. of Orleans's

cabinet; /ike the former : tom. xxvi. p. 486—504: and M. d'Anviile's En-

quiry into the Source of the Nile; tom. xxvi. p. 34—46; leaves it as

obfcure as ever.

Oft. 2d.]—I ran over M. de la Beau's Memoir upon the Roman Legion,

in tom. xxvi. of the Academy: one or two Epiftles of Horace; with Da-

cier and Sanadon ; and Soame Jenyns's Enquiry into the Origin of

Evil ; and perufed for the fecond time, with infinite pleafure, M. de la

Nauze's fine Memoir upon antient Painting.

Feb. 8th, 1762.]—Having finifhed Hurd's Horace, given a fecond per-

ufal to two principal difcourfes, and thoroughly meditated the whole fub-

J€6t, I began to make an Extrait raijomie of it. At the fame time I em-

ployed my leifure moments in going through the famous Argents of

Barclay, with which I was much entertained ; and, with a view to Homer,

perufed for the fecond time a very confiderable part of Mczeriac's

Ovid.

Q^ HORA-
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CX HORATII FLACCI EPISTOLiS, ad PIfones et Auguftum ; Devizes,

with an Englifh Commentary and Notes. To which are added, ^""^^ii^'

two Diflertations ; the one on the Provinces of the Drama •

the other on Poetical Imitation ; with a Letter to Mr. Mafon

:

in two volumes, 12 mo. The fecond edition. Cambridge,

1757-

Mr. Hurd, the fuppofed author of this performance, is one of thofe

valuable authors who cannot be read without improvement. To a great

fund of well-digefted reafoning, he adds a clearnefs of judgment, and a

hicenefs of penetration, capable of taking things from their firft principles,

and obferving their moft minute differences. I know few writers more

deferving of the great, though proftituted name, of critic^ but, like many

cridcs, he is better qualified to inftruft, than to execute. His nj^nner

appears to me harfh and afFeded, and his ftyle clouded with obfcure me-

taphors, and needlefsly perplexed with expreflions exodc, or technical. His

exceflive praifes (not to give them a harflier name) of a certain living

cridc and divine, difguft the fenfible reader, as much as the contempt

affeded for the fame perfon, by many who are very unqualified to pafs a

judgment upon him.

Horace's Art of Poetry, genarally deemed an unconnefted fet of pre-

cepts, without unity of defign or method, appears under Mr. Hurd's

hands, an attempt to reform the Roman ftage, conduced with an artful

plan, and carried on through the moft delicate tranfitions. This plan is

unravelled in Mr. Hurd's Commentary. If ever thofe tranQtions appear

too finely fpun, the concealed art of epiftolary freedom will fufficiently

account for it. The leaft Mr. Hurd muft convince us of, is, that, if

Horace had any plan, it was that which he has laid down. Every part of

dramatic poetry is treated of, even to the fatyres and the attellanesj its

metre, fubjedV, charadlers, chorus, explained and diftinguifhed. The reft

of the epiftle contains thofe precepts of unity of defign, accuracy of com-

pofition, &c. which, though not peculiar to the dramadc poet, are yet as

necefTary to him as to any other.

I (hall fay little more of the Epiftle to Auguftus, than that the fubje^l

matter is much plainer than in the other, hut the connexion of parts far

E '^ more
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mote perplexeti. In the two lines from 30 to 32, a critic mufl; be very

lliarp-fighted, to difcovcr fo complicated an argument as Mr. Hurd finds

out there: however, his own Commentary is far fuperior to that on the Arc

of Poetry; and rifes here into a very elegant paraphrafe. As my bufinefs

lies more with Mr. Hurd than with Horace, I fliall only feledl one of the

numerous beauties of this Epiltle; it is that elegant encomium upon the

modern poets, which extends from v. 113 to 139. Every one mud

obferve that fine gradation, which, from defcribing the poet as a happy,

inoffenfive creature, exalts him at laft into a ,kind of mediator between

the gods and men. But an art more refined, and nicely attentive to its

objeft, only employs thofe praifes, which belong equally to good and to

bad poets. Every one complained of the multitude of bad poets ; even

thefe, replies Horace, are not to be defpifed ; fuch poetry is an employ-

iT]ent, which makes its pofleflbr good and happy, by abftrading him from

the cares of men ; he may turn it to the ufeful purpofes of a virtuous

education ; and the gods, who attend more to the piety, than the talents of

the. bard, will liften with pleafure to his hymns.

I fhall now confider fome of Mr. Hurd's notes upon tiiefe Epiftles, and

then pafs to his larger difcourfes.

Vol. i. Upon v. 94, he ftarts a new train of thought upon the ufe of

poetical exprefTions in tragedy. The herd of critics allow them to the

hero in his calmer moments, and forbid them in his more paiTionate ones.

On die contrary (fays Mr. Hurd, and I think with reafon) it is that very

paflion that calls them forth, by rouzing every faculty, and exciting images

fuitable to the grandeur of his fituation. Anger indeed, which exalts the

mind, infpires more bold and daring images; thofe of grief are more weak,

humble, and broken: but when paflion fleeps, it is fancy alone that can

create figures, and fancy is a very improper guide for the fevere genius of

-dramatic poetry.

Perhaps the natural correfpondency between paflion and the poetical

figures, may be more exadly afcertained, by denning what is properly

meant by poetical figures. It is (if I am not miftaken) a comparifon,

either exprefled or underftood, between two objefts, about one of which

the mind is particularly engaged, and which it perceives bears fome affinity

to another. The comparifon, properly fo called, exprefl*es every feature of

that rcfemblance at full length, the allufion points it out in a more flight

2 and
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and genera! manner, and the metaphor, difdaining that flow deduction of

ideas, boldly fubftitutes to the obiedl of the comparifon, that to which it is

compared. In the inftance Mr. Hurd has taken from Tacitus, " Ne veftis

« ferica viros/^i^/-(?/," we may note this difference between the three fpecies

of figures. In a comparifon he might have faid, " that a filken garment

" was fo difgraceful to a man, that it was like a pollution to his body." Had
he faid, " that a filken garment, like a pollution, was to be avoided by a

" man," it would have been an allufion: but, dropping every intermediate

idea, he reports the law by which no filken garment was to pollute a man.

This is a metaphor, and of his own creation i but there are many where

fpiritual faculties, and operations, are expreffed by material images, which,

though figurative in their origin, are, by time and ufe, almoft become

literal. Thefe are the figures of poetry. I am fenfible there are rhetorical

ones alfo, but thofe, I believe, relate rather to the expreflion and diftribu-

tion of the former.

Let us now, from thefe principles, invefligate the workings of pafHon.

It has been often obferved, that the highefl agitation of the mind is fuch as

no language can defcribe ; fince language can only paint ideas, and not that

fentimental, filent, almofl flupid, excefs of rage or grief, which the foul

feels with fuch energy, that it is not mafter of itfelf enough to have any

diftinct perceptions; fuch pafTion bafHes all defcription: but when this fhorm

fubfides, pafTion is as fertile in ideas, as it was at firft barren: when fome

ftriking interefl collefts all our attention to one objeft, we confider it under

every light it is fufceptible of; even that rebel attention, chained down

with difRculty to any range of ideas, endeavours as much as poffible to

enlarge the fphere of them; and as the agitatioH of our mind crouds them

upon us, almofl at the fame inflant, inftead of prefenting them flowly and

fingly, we cannot avoid being flruck with many comparifons fuitable to our

fituation. The paft, the prefent, the future, our misfortunes, thofe of

other men, our friends, our enemies, our ancellors, our pofterity, form

within us numberlefs combinations of ideas, either to afTuage or irritate the

reigning pafTion *. But thofe of the firft fpecies, though they ftrike us with

force,

• When Marius, profcribed by the party of Sylla, was obliged, after a thoufand dangers,

to take refuge on the coaft of Africa, the praetor of that province fent him an order to leave

it immediately : the liftor found him plunged in thought, and fitting on fome ftones on the

beach. When he aflced him what anfwer he Qiould carry back to the proetor, " Tell him,

{replied Mariu?,) that thou haft feen Marius fitting upon the ruins of Carthage." This im-

plied-
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force, we rejeft as much as in our power; and therefore the poet wlio

cxprefles them in words, ought rarely to go farther tlian an allufion, or a

metaphor: thofe indeed are in general the darhng figures of paffion, as it

loves to pafs with rapidity from one idea to another. However, in thofe

conjunaions of ideas which feed and irritate the palTion, fhe will fometimes

dwell with complacency upon them, and purfue them to the minuteft re-

femblances of a fimile. I appeal to the breaft of every one for the evidence

of thefe pofitions ; and as to the laft, I fliall infbance the noble fpeech with

which Juno opens the ^neid, and roufing herfclf to vengeance, from tlic

comparifon of her behaviour with that of Pallas, colledls every circum-

ftance of it which could ftimulate her more ftrongly to the execution of it.

To return to Mr. Hurd's Notes. He employs feveral paflTages to

Vol.i. prove, what I fancy no one would have difputed him; that though the

^' '~ ''
words, pulchrum, beau, beautiful, are often ufed to exprefs the general

conception of beauty, they are fometimes made to fignify that particular

fort of beauty which pleafes the imagination, oppofcd to that which afFeds

the heart.

Ariftotle had blamed the Iphigenia of Euripides, as a charafler ill-fup-

ported; fo timid at firft, afterwards fo determined. The general opinion

had extended the fame reproach to his Eledlra. Mr. Hurd undertakes their

vindication, li Eleftra feels fo much remorfe after the murder of her

mother, though the principal author of it, we muft confider that llie is no

where defcribed as devoid of natural tendernefs; though the thirft of re-

venge, fupported by the maxims of her times, fuch as the doftrine of

remunerative juftice, of fate, and of the heinoufnefs of adultery, had for a

time fubdued it. Befides, her hatred was chiefly pointed at ^gifthas, and

her remorfe is greatly exaggerated. As to Iphigenia, her timidity, when

acquainted flie was to be facrificed, is eafily accounted for ; as fhe was fur-

prized, and, at that time, ignorant of the reafons which required it. Even

to the laft, her conftancy is yet mixed with fome regret and repining.

Upon V. 1485 Mr. Hurd attempts to account for, and eftablifh one of

Vol.i. the moft important rules of Epic poetry. A poet may either tell his

p. no—112.
£|.Qj.y jj^ ji^g natural hillorical order, or, rufhing at once into the middle of

his

plied comparifon between his fall, and that of a once powerful city, difpiayed on the fame

fpot, is poetically bold. Yet paffion and real misfortune, joined to the coincidentfy of place,

could fugged it to Marius, a rough illiterate foldier. It not this a ftriking illuflration of Mr.

Kurd's theory.?
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his fubjefl, he may afterwards introduce, by way of epifode, the events

previous to it. Which method fhould he obferve ? Homer, at leafl: in

one of his poems, has preferred the laft * ; and in that, as well as in moft

other things, has been followed by his fucceffors j by Virgil, by Milcon, by

Voltaire, and (in this inftance I may call him an epic poet) by Fenelon,

But as many things that have ftood the teft of time, cannot endure that of

reafon, I Ihall venture to ftart fome objeftions to this method, and to con-

fjder, in a few words, Mr, Hurd's defence of it.

I ft, Suppofing the rule founded on reafon, it is too vague to reduce to

practice. Since the gre^teft part of the poem is to confift in a recital,

where the poet himfelf fpeaks, when is that recital to begin ? with the

principal adtion ? But in thofe great, though fimple fubjeds, that alone

are worthy of the epic mufe ; fuch, for example, as the eftabhQiment of

.ffineas in Italy; there are a great number of previous events, which either

haften or retard the cataftrophe. Are they part of the fubjed ? They arc

intimately connefted with it, and no critic ever required unity of place in

the epopoea. Are they not ? How then can the loves of ^Eneas and

Dido be juftified ? And if they can, why may not ^neas's meeting An-
dromache in Epirus, be as much a part of the principal fubjeft, as his

meeting Dido at Carthage ^ I might in this manner follow the thread of the

epifodical ftory, perhaps to the beginning of the fecond, but certainly to

tlie beginning of the third book of the ^neid, (and were I to take the

Odyfley, or any other epic poem, it would be the fame,) and afk at every

paufe, why the bard might not begin his .invocation from thence, like Ho-
race himfelf:

Demo unum, demo et item unum,

Dum cadat, elufus ratione ruentis acervi.

But enough has been faid on this head.

sdly. When, without any preparation, we are thrown at once into the

midft of the fubjedt, unacquainted with the charaders or fituation of the

hero; fuch a condufl can be produdlive only-of a furprize and perplexity to

the reader, which, if they are any beauties, are at leaft beauties of an in-

ferior

• In the Odyfley. As to the Hiad, properly fpeaking, he has followed neither. The
events previous to the fubjefl, the anger of Achilles, he neither relates himfelf, nor throws

into an epifode; but as they were few and fimple, he leaves the reader to coUedt them from
occafional hints difperfed through the poem.

5
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fej-'ior fpecies of poetry. Nor is this all ; this very ignorance and perplex-

ity of the reader diminillies the intereft of that part of the poem ; for how

can we love beauties we are yet ignorant of, or tremble for misfortunes of

which we have a very faint idea? Nor can it be faid that the nati^re of an

epic fubjeft preferves it from this inconveniency ; fince it always is, or

ought to be, fome ftory already famous. It may be fo ; but we are not yet

acquainted with the alterations it may have fuffered under the hands of the

poet : nor can the fimilar example of dramatic poetry be alleged. It is

there an unavoidable defeftj but we ought not therefore voluntarily to

transfer it to another fpecies of poetry.

jdly, When this objection begins to vanifii, ancf the reader, interefted in

the prefent misfortunes of the hero, has little or no curiofity to inquire into

his paft ones, it is then the poet choofes to tell them. I fuppofe we have read

the firft book of the i^ineidi it is impoffible to read it as it deferves, with-

out taking the greateft part in the important fcene which begins to difclofe

itfelf; fo romantic a meeting of a Trojan chief and a Tyrian princefs, upon

the fliores of Africa, and the gods tliemfelves employing every artifice to

infpire tiiem with a mutual paflion, and prevent the ellablifliment of the

Roman empire. At the inftant we are impatient to know the event, and

expeft the poet fhould haften to it, we are entertained with a long recital

of the fack of Troy, and the voyages of ^Eneas. After this is at laft

ended, and we return to Dido, we have almoft forgot who (he was. Is

tlais confulting the pleafure of the reader ? and that pleafure ought to be the

aim of every writer, I do not know whether I may not have expreffed

myfelf too ftrongly in faying, we have little, or no curiofity, to learn the

paft fortunes of the hero; but, however, let it be confidered, ift. That

before they are told us in a regular narration, a thoufand hints of them muft

have been dropped, which betray the fecret ; fo that we only come to it

with that languid curiofity, of learning the particulars of what we have

already a general idea, adly. That we are not to confider our pofitive

degree of curiofity, to know the events previous to the beginning of the

poem, but to compare it with the defire we feel of purfuing the fequeh

which muft be far more ardent ; for in every operation of the mind

there is a much higher delight in defcending from the caufe to the effeft,

than in afcending from the efFeft to the caufe. In the perufal of a fable, it

is the event we are anxious about, and our anxiety increafes, or diminilhes,

as
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as that event is known or unknown to us. It is eafy to apply this to the

prefent argument.

4thly, and lafdy, (for though I endeavour to be concife, I am frightened

when I look back,) The ftyle of the poet will fuffer as much by this in-

verfion as his plan. Bold figures and poetical imagery are the cfVence of

the epopoea ; but with what propriety can they be introduced into that

epifode, where it is the hero, not the poet, that fpeaks ? There are two

fources of thefe figures ; ftrong pafllon, and a fine imagination. The firft

can operate, in any ftrong degree, only during the aclual influence of the

misfortune which gave birth to it; and though the recolledion of the latter

may call forth fome fparks of the former, yet it will be a faint, reflefled

heat, very unequal to that great efFe6t, of tranfporting both the fpeaker

and the hearer. On the other hand, a fine imagination is no efiential part of

a hero. Flomer and Achilles are very different charadtersj nay, fhould the

chief perfonage, like Ulyflfes, be a celebrated orator, even that will not

authorize his employing the beauties of poetical language, fince his recital,

to be properly introduced, muft be unpremeditated, and occafional : not

like the poet, who, befides the fire of natural genius, is indulged with every

advantage of time, labour, and a particular infpiration of the gods*. The
epifodlcal ftory muft, therefore, be fimple, unadorned, and far inferior, as

to ftyle, to the reft of the poem. I am fenfible the i^neas of Virgil is as

great a poet as Virgil himfelf ; but either the principles I have laid down

are falfe, or this example is a ftrong proof of the inconveniencies of the

method ; fince it obliged fo corredl a writer, to offend either the judgment,

or the imagination of his readers.

• When Anterior, in the third Iliad, points out to Priam, Ulyfles among the Grecian

chiefs, he defcribes the nature of his eloquence :

AWi oTs ill fia>.v^'R%i aioCi^iKi 0^va^i\i%

XKr,':fi^OI OS Ov] OTliJU, Ov]= 'K^OTT^rie:^ tfUUUXy

i>xir: Xiv ^axoloc Ti»« ijAf^tixi, KSfwa ft'aulu;;"

Oi« OF £W£iT OSva-r.'iy i^ifftrsii p^olc; c:.>j\oq. Iliad iii. V. 216—223.
Out of the feveral teftimonies to the eloquence of Ulyfles, colleded by Dr. Clarke, I (hall

only fubjoin that of Quintillian : " Sed fummam adgrefTus, (Ilomirus) ut in Ulyfl'e facundiam,
" magniiudmem illi junxit; cui orationem nivibus hybernis, et copia verborum, atque impeto
" parem tribuit. Cum hoc igitur nemo mortalium contendet." Quintil. xii. C. 10.
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I cannot pafs to Mr. Hurd's arguments, without mentioning a difficulty

which leems to a(Fc6l my fecond ohjeftion, viz. this ignorance and per-

plexity is an objedlion only to the firft perufal. It is true; but, if precepts

arc to direft the compofiiion of tlie writer, it is certainly that firft perufal,

and the effedls it may produce, that he fliould principally confider; efpe-

cially as to what relates to the ckarnefs of his plot : and fiiould it be faid,

that in my third objedlion our curiofity to know the event can be likewife

only baulked on the firft perufal, to the preceding anfwer I muft add, that

whoever confiders the power of imagination, will find that reply by no

means exaft. Although, when we can coolly refled, v/e are acquainted

with the event, yet the true poet, by interefting our pafilons, chains us

down to the prefent moment, and prevents our feeing any thing beyond it.

When I read the tragedy of Iphigenia for die twentieth time, I know

Iphigenia will not be facrificed i but the ftruggles of Agamemnon, the rage

of Achilles, the defpair of Clyteraneftra, make me ignorant, and tremblingly

anxious for the event.

Let us now hear Mr. Hurd, who, employing the particular example of

the j^neid, juftifies this common method from two reafons. i. The

nature of an epic poem ; arid, 2. The fcate and expedlation of the reader.

I. The nature of an epic poem obliges the poet to relate, at full length,

. every event he himfelf relates. Now, the deftrudion of Troy, related in

this manner, mu^.Jjiave taken up feveral books. By that time it would

have taken fucb'^^d of the im.agination of the reader, that the remainder

of the poenrf^ould have appeared little more than an appendix to it. The

'ccnclufion is certain ; but on what is the principle founded ? upon an

alTertion advanced without the leaft proof. I lliould rather think, that, as

.an epic poem muft preferve an unity of hero, and of aflion, every event,

inftead of being related at full length, need only occupy a fpace proportior>-

ate with its importance and degree of connection with the principalfubieft.

This is at leaft the rule of hiftory -, and if poetry fiiould only deviate from

it, for the fake of making the fable one, connected, marvellous, heroic,

and anfwering to our notions of juftice *, I do not fee how the poet is dif-

penfed from it in this inftance. If from reafon we go to authority, does not

JEne'id, Virgil himfelf difpatch in fixty lines, the ftate of Italy at the arrival of the

— io".
^"^^ Trojans, with the anceftors, hiftory, and charader of Latinus ?

Mr. HurJ, * Lord Bacon, and Mr. Hurd himfelf. agree that poetry is an imitation of hiftory,
»ol. 11. p. 16&— deviating however from it, fo as to anfwer the above-meationed ends,

o 2. I
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2. I do not fee any material difference befvveen this and the lafl argu-

ment. To find any, I mufl fuppoie Mi*. Hurd nieans that, had Virgil

begun the poem with the taking of Troy, that ftory, however concifely

told, would have engroITed too much of the reader's attention. I believe it

would J bui no rule can be founded upon this particular inftance, wliere the

preliminaries of the poem happen to be incom.parably more important than

tlie fubject matter^of it. When a poet finds himfelf under fuch a difficulty,

I think the common method may be very ferviceable to him.

I flatter my'elf I have now proved tins rule never elTential to the epopoea,

and in general hurtful to it. But lias ic no advantages ? The only one I can

difcover is, that making the hero tell part of liis own ftory, gives the poem

a rnorc varied, and dramatic air, brings the reader more familiarly acquainte

with the chief perfonages, and furnifhes the writer with una.Teifled ftrokes,.

rather indeed of manners and of charader than of paflion. To thefe ends

it may be ferviceable. Let it however be remembered, that tiie poet who

has obtained them the moft completely, has done it, in one of his poems,

without the afliftance of this method.

Mr. Hurd, though a very rational admirer of antiquity, looks upon the

chorus as eflentially neceflary to tragedy, and blames the moderns for having

rejected it. The fubjecl is curious, and, I think, has never been well

confidered; but, as fuch a difcuflion v/ould lead me too far, I fliall defer it

till another opportunity, and only report here the fubftance of Mr.

Plurd's commentary.

The chorus, rejeded by us notwithftanding the authority of Ariftotle and Vol. i. p. 116

Horace, joined to the example of the ancient tragedians, and of our own
'""5*

Milton and Racine, has many advantages to recommend it. The principal

are, 1. The chorus interpofing in the adion, and bearing a part of it, gives

it an air of probability, and real life, and fills up that vacuity which is fo

fenfibly felt upon the modern ftage. 2. The chorus is as ufeful to the

ethics, as to the poetry of the ftage. It is a perpetual moral commentary

upon the drama, enforcing every virtuous fentiment, rectifying every vicious

one ; and pointing out the important lefTons which may be drawn from

the cataftrophe. Nor can it be faid that the audience do not want this

afliftance. A fharp-fighted Athenian audience, even with the help of the

chorus, could not diftinguifti between the real fentiments of Euripides and

thofe he was obliged to fuit to his chara£ters. Thefe ufes of the chorus na-

turally afcertain its laws. i. Its fongs muft be animated with a fpirit of virnie

F 2 and
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and morality ; and 2. Their fubjed matter muft be relative to and con-

neded with the plot of the play and tlie adtual fituation of the perfonages.

The Greek tragedians, who invented the chorus, have fcarce ever deviated

from the fpirit of it. But Seneca, who feems to have endeavoured by his

faults to illuftrate the admonitions of Horace, has often miftaken it in the

Vol. i. p. 120 groffeft manner. Mr. Hurd felefts his Hippolitus, one of his bed plays,

~'^7- and examines it aft by act upon thefe principles. Every where his

chorus bears a moft idle and uninterefting part. The example of the third

aft, which contains the falfe accufacioa of Hippolitus, and the too eafy

deception of Thefeus, may fuffice. What had the chorus to do here ? but -

to warn againft the too great credulity, and to commiferate the cafe of the

deluded father. Yet it declaims in general upon the unequal diftribution

of good and ill. Mr. Hurd traces the fource of thefe blunders to an in-

judicious imitation of fome paffages of Euripides, without any attention to

charafter or fituation.

The fecond law of the chorus is without exception j but feveral things

may be faid to explain or modify the firft. i. The ufc of modern fentences

is not only neceflary, but peculiar to the chorus. That is their proper

place ; if they were frequently put into the mouths of the fpeakers, it would

only give the drama an air of ftiffnefs and pedantry, very oppofite to real

life. If the Greeks (efpecially Euripides) have afted otherwife, they were

Vol.i.p. !55 only to be juftified from the manners of their age. That age was

^J' peculiarly addifted to moral fentences, from a fingular mixture of fimplicity

and refinement. Their fimplicity infpired them, as it does always, with a

fpirit of moralifing, exprefled in fliort proverbial fentences : at the fame

time, moral philofophy was never more univerfal, and even falhionable.

Both thefe caufes operating upon the manners and converfation of the

Greeks, could allow the poet, without offending againft probability, to

extend thofe maxims to the perfonages of the drama which fucceeding times

fhould confine to the chorus. Accius and Pacuvius indeed, and after them

Seneca, injudicioufly copied the Greeks in this inftance ; though writing to

a nation whofe manners were very different. 2. Though the chorus fhould

always take the fide of morality, it muft not be fo much that of a pure, phi-

lofophical morality, as of the popular fyftem of ethics of that age and coun-

Vol i p m '^T- This reftriftion will be a reply to many cavils. We are fhocked

— 'J9' in the Medea, when we fee a virtuous chorus not only conceal, but even

abet the cruel defigns of that princefs, againft her hufband, her rival, and

the
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the tyrant Creon j defigns mod juftly repugnant to the purer lights of

modern religion and philofophy : but we muft confider that, in the Pagan

world, the {tvfr^^ revenge for fuch injuries as the violation of the mar-

riage bed, (o far from being a crime, was almoft an aft of duty; and that

fince pofitive laws allowed it to the hufoand, a chorus of women might

very well think no natural law forbade it to the wife. 3. Great allowance

muft be made for bad politics, as well as bad ethics : a chorus of free

citizens will be virtuous and independent j but fhould they (as in the

Antigone) be compofed of the fervile minillers of a tyrant, their words,

and even their thoughts, will be flavifh, and the will of their mafters their

only rule of right and wrong; their depravity will be the fault of the fubjeft,

not of the poet. Nay this depravity will convey a fine moral leffon of the Vol. i. p. 127

baleful influence of arbitrary power, 'S'-

Mr. Hurd thinks the verfes from 202—220, which are generally con-

Xidered as a cenfure on the corruption of the modern mufic, are in faft an

encomium on its improvement; couched under an irony, by which he

fneers at the too great aufterity of thofe who blamed it without a fufficient

attention to the alteration of manners, and the mixed company a public

aflembly is made up of.

The account our commentator gives of the Satyrs, Mimes, and Attel-

lanes, is as curious as it is new. I fhall only report the fubftance. i. The

attellanes were originally a Roman entertainment; fo called from Attella,

a town of the Ofci, in Campania ; for which reafon, both the language and

charafters were Ofcan ; and the introduftion of an old provincial dialeft

was a fource of pleafantry very oppofite to the unpolifhed tafte of thofe ages.

2. In the feventh century of Rome, Pomponius began to write Latin attel-

lanes; preferving however an antique caft of expreflion. This reformation,

and a more moral turn which he gave his attellanes, procured him the name

of inventor of them ; and the honour of being imitated by the diftator

Sylla. 3. Soon after, and before Horace wrote, the Ofcan charafters, now

become abfurd, had difappeared, and made way for the Greek fatyrs.

4. Horace finding this entertainment eftablifhed, and even neceflary for the-

populace of Rome, undertook to regulate it, and to fubftitute to the grofs

ribaldry of the attellanes, the poignant wit of the Greek fatyrs. 5. If it is

aflced, in what that wit confifted, it may be anfwered, principally in the

double charafter of the fatyrs themfelves, who, though ruftic and gro-

tefque perfonages, were fuppofed in antient mythology to be great mafters

of

G ' •
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-of civil and moral wifdom : but fhould Horace be cenfured, as he has been,

for preferring thefe attellanes to the elegant mimes of Labcriiis, it may

be replied, that we rate too high the merit of thefe mimes. Cicero defpifed

them, and the befl: antients reprefent them as a confufed medley of comic

drollery, on a variety of fubjedts, without any order or defign; delivered

f\''ol.i. p. 165 i^y one adlor, and heightened with all the licence of obfcene gefticu-

htion.

This inelegancy (to pafs to another remark of Mr. Kurd) was the gene-

ral character of ancient wit, which confifled rather in a rude illiberal fatlre,

than in a juft and temperate ridicule, reftrained within the bounds of

decency and good manners; Cicero and Horace themfelves, though maftcrs

of every other part of elegant compoficion, joke with a very ill grace. A
favourite topic of antient raillery was corporal defe£ls ; a decifive proof of

the coarfenefs of their humour; and this practice was recommended by

.Cic. de Ora- rule, and enforced by the authority of their greateft mafters, Afte+.
T * * '

c.'^cqandde. ^^^^ ^^ "^"^ ^^^ ^^ furprized if they preferred thofe authors, whofe wit was

Jike their own, rough and coarfe : Plautus to Terence, Ariftophanes to

Menander. "We muft follow Mr. Hurd for a few moments into his enquiry

into the caufes of this defeat, i. The free and popular governments of

antiquity. Thefe, by fetcing all the citizens on a level, took off thofc

reftraints of civility which arife from a fear of difpleafing ; and which can

alone curb the licentioufnefs of ridicule. The only court to be paid was

from the orators to the people. Thefe were to be entertained with the

coarfe banter proper to pleafe them ; and, defign paffing into habit, thefe

orators, and after them the nation, accuftomed themfelves to it at all times.

The old comedy was therefore an excellent fchool for an orator, and always

recommended as fuch : but when arbitrary power had moulded the Roman
jnanners to more obfequioufnefs and decency, Terence and Menander

began to receive a deferved applaufe ; though even then, antient wit was

never thoroughly refined; for, 2. The old feftal entertainments ftill

fubfifted, the Panathens?a and Dionyfis of the Greeks, the Bacchanalia

and Saturnalia of the Romans ; and preferved always an image, as well of

the frank libertine wit of their old ftage, as of the original equality and

independency of their old times. Upon this fubjecl I agree with Mr.

Hurd; but I think this influence of government upon the manners and

iiteracure of a nation, might be the fubjeft of a very original enquiry. I

have
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have a good many ideas myfelf, though, as the Abbe Trubkt calls it,

" Je riai fas achezS de hs fenfer."

Upon V. 404. Mr. Hurd explains his author differently from his predc-

ceflbrs. They extended that encomium to all poetry, which Horace meant

only for the lyric. In fa6t it is only adequate to that fpecies which is

befides fo particularly pointed out by " Miifa lyra Jolers, et cantor ylpclio."

This is a delicate ftroke of Horace> after his panegyric upon dramatic

poetry, to fhew the. lyric had alfo its merit, and to prevent the Pifo's from Vol.i. p.zji

defpifing the choice, he h2.d made.

Thefe are the principal notes upon the Art of Poetry. On the Epiille to

Auguftus, I find but two worthy much notice.

The firft is the explanation of a magnificent allegory, which opens the

third Georgic. Virgil, after apologizing for the meanncfs of his fubjeft,

breaks away, with a poetical enthunafm, to foretel his fucceffes in the future

great work of the ^neid. He Hiadows^it under the idea of a triumph, in

which he is to lead captive all the Grecian mufcs : the monument of the

triumph is to be the ufual one, a temple confccrated by games and facrifices,

and every ornament of v.hich alluded to the tutelary divinity Auguftus.

Thus, under the popular authorized veil of the apotheofis of that prince, he

lets us at once into the whole fecret of his plan. This explanation is ex- '^'o'-'i- p- 3^

quifitely finej but if my memory is good, the P. Catrou had ftarted it before
^

Mr. Hurd,.

idly. The other remark is to explode a praiflice, familiar to Ovid, and

not unknown to more correcfl writers ; tliat of coupling two fubftantives to

a verb which does not ftridbly govern both, or which at leaft muft be taken

in two. different fignifications. He proves very copioufly, againft the pro-

feffor d'Orville, that fucli a praftice breaks the natural connedion of our

ideas, and turns the attention of the reader from the fubjedt, to a difcovery

and admiration of the art of the writer. He therefore pronounces it un- Vol. ii. p. 6t

worthy of ferious poetry.

.

~75'

As yet I have only fpoke of Mr. Hurd's notes. His difcourfe upon the

feveral provinces of the drama is a truly critical performance ; I may even

fay, a truly philofophical one. From fimple definitions of each fpecies, he Vol.i. p. 247

deduces a very extenlive theory. To touch the heart by an interefting
"^'^ '

ftory, is the end of tragedy -, to pleafe our curiofity, and, perhaps our ma-

lignity, by a faithful reprefentation of manners, is the purpofe of comedy.

.

T.o excite laughter is the fokj and contemptible, aim of farce.

Thefec
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Thefe enquiries are delicate ; fometimes we think we -are reafoning upon

things, when in faft we are only cavilling about words. It is more efpe-

cially fo with regard to thole ideas which do not reprefent fubftances, but

only modes of thinking, and moral combinations. There we can be only

guided by pradice and experience. They are out of the province of

reafon. If Plautus and Ariftophanes have given the name of comedy to a

fpecies of entertainment of which the eflence was ridicule, they had a right

to do it. If their fucccffors Terence and Menander have given the fame

name to their more ferious drama, we muft either prove thefe definitions

not incompatible, or give fome other appellation to the objedl of the laft.

All that reafon can do upon this head is, dropping names, to inveftigate the

fources of our pleafures, to clafs them, and to fee how far they agree, or

interfere, with each other.

It is very natural that the contemplation of human life fhould be the

favourite amufement of man. It is his eafiefl", and yet lead m.ortifying,

method of ftudying himfelf. This contemplation can be only confidered

in two different lights, manners and adlions. We muft allow, though we

cannot explain it, that our humanity makes it hurt and yet pleafed with

the misfortunes of our fellow-creatures ; and that the recital of a ftory,

terrible or pathetic, rouzes every faculty in the human heart. On the other

hand, daily experience convinces us that our refleftions and converfations

never turn upon any fubjeft fo often, and with fo much pleafure, as the

various charaflers of mankind. It is to give us thefe pleafures, lefs ftrongly

perhaps, but, through the means of fiftion, more completely, that two

entertainments have been invented, to the firft of which we may hypothe-

tically give the name of tragedy ; and to the fecond, that of comedy. The

laws of each fpecies are to be deduced from their ends : but in following

Mr. Hurd, I fhall only mention thofe particular to what we have juft now

called comedy.

The firft law of comedy muft relate to the choice of charafter. They

muft be mixed ones. Human nature never deals in manners perfeiflly good

or completely bad : but the poet is not confined to thofe charadlers only

which excite contempt and ridicule ; virtuous, amiable perfons, who infpire

us with fentiments of love and approbation, may be properly introduced,

fince all probable domeftic manners lie within the province of comedy,

Thefe charadVers will not indeed occur fo often as thofe of another kind, not

only becaufe they are lefs frequent in real life, but becaufc they admit of lefs

7 variety.
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variety. For rea^n and virtue purfue a fteady uniform courfe, while the ex-

travagant wanderings of vice and folly arc infinite : however, when properly

brought upon the ftage, they will occafion more pleafing fenfations there than

in fociety j whereas the ridicule of a fcenical chara<5ter is mucli weaker than

that of a real one : perhaps our malignity may furnifh a reafon for this dif-

ference, idly. Another rule of comedy relates to the management of cha-

rafters ; they are to be difplayed in a natural manner, and, as much as may

be, the perfonages are to give their own charaders ; but that by undefigned

a6lions or expreffions, by which they lay themfelves open without knowing

it. Nor is that charafter always to appear, fince it cannot always exift, but,

as the ruling paflion is modified by others, or called forth by circumftances.

A contrary method, though too common, is turning a man into a finglc

pafTion ; a man, fuch as nature never made, fince thofe who are the

mofl: under the dominion of a ruling paflion, afl: and talk, upon many

occafions, like the reft of mankind. Aftions are the province of tra-

gedy, and m.anners that of comedy; this forms their diftindive differ-

ence. However, they cannot avoid running a good deal into each other.

Without manners no adlion can be carried on, fince we aft according to

our paflions : nor could it affeft us much, fince our terror, or our pity,

depends chiefly upon our love and hatred. On the other hand, how could

manners be reprelented without a probable feries of events, contrived to call

them fcrth in a natural manner. We can only fay, therefore, that in tragedy

the aftion is the principal, manners an accefibry circumftance ; in comedy

manners are the principal, aftion the accceflbry circumftance. In both the

poet muft take care that the end be not loft in the means. For this reafon

the complicated plots of the Spanifh writers have been juftly laid afide as

contrary to the true genius of comedy. It may be worthy of fome notice, iri

fpeaking of charafters, that the moft natural ones are comic ; many highly

fo, are unfit for tragedy. Tragedy requires charafters, good or bad, but

of a power and energy equal to the greateft effefts : but many pafllons, (the

pafTions of weak minds,) fuch as vanity, can never with truth be raifed to

that dramatic importance ; the aftions produced by fuch pafllons will be al-

ways, like themfelves, puny and infignificant : but the energy of the ftrono-er

pafllons may be foftened and reduced to the level of comm,on life. Cruelty

and ill-nature may difturb either a family or a nation; befides, there are other

paffions, the power of which, though great, is vilified by their objecT:. The

various fpecies of avarice have produced the moft tragic events.; but the love

VOL. n. G of
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of money is of fo vile and groveling a nature, that it .would degrade the

moft pathetic tragedy that turned upon it.

This difference of the two fpecies cannot well be difputed : but it has

been afked, whether they have not been diftinguirtied by the rank, as well as

the chara(^er, of the perfonages ; or in other words, whether tragedy is

confined to the public and exalted characters of kings and generals, and

comedy to the humbler ftations of private life ? Without any regard to

authority, I fhall examine this queilion, mixing indifferently my own rea-

fons and Mr. Hurd's.

As to tragedy, it may indeed be faid, that we are the moft affefted by

thofe misfortunes which might happen to ourfelves ; and that therefore the

diftrefles of a private family muft touch us more nearly than thofe of a

monarch : but to counterad that advantage we may remark, that the ftory

of thofe whom we are accuftomed to look upon with awe and veneration,

attaches us in the ftrongeft manner, and awakes our terror and pity

much more than the wretchednefs of private men. Thefe indeed are

popular notions; but the poet's bufmefs lies in complying with thofe

notions, not in reforming them. Befides, the misfortunes of the great,

thoug+i not fuperior in themfelves to thofe of the multitude, are yet far more

important in their confequences, which heighten the diftrefs, by extending

the influence of it to the whole communit)'. To thefe general remarks I

may add a particular one, that in the nobleft fubjedls, thofe founded upon

ambition, love of our country, &c. the rank of the perfonages cannot be too

exalted ; fince upon that depends the greatnefs of the prize for the one, and

of the facrifices in the other; and confequently great part of the importance

of the adtion and ftrength of paffion.

But cannot comedy admit of monarchs ? they have their private life, and

may not the ridicules of it be difplayed upon the ftage ? I chink not ; but I

muft give my reafons.

I. The firft will be taken from the fpedtators. We love comedy, be-

cauft it offers to us a faithful rcprefentation of what we meet with in life. It

muft be therefore the life of the moft confiderable part of the audience,

that the poet fhould reprefent : but what is that part ? The queftion is

eafily refolved, by looking through human fociety, and obfcrving that in-

fenfible gradation from the man of quality to that degree immediately above

the mechanic and the labourer ; every link, from the higheft to the loweft,

enough connected with the others to have fomc acquaintance with their

manners

;
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manners J and enough improved by educatioHj to laugh at theirs, and their

own follies. Thefe then are the manners a poet (hould copy in their

different appearances : fhould he touch thofe of the prince or peafant, they

muft either be the fame or different. If the fame, why go out of the

way for them ? if different, who will be found to underftand or reliih them ?

This is particularly true of the manners of princely life. With thofe of the

lowed we are better acquainted ; and the poet may find fome archetypes

among the fpectators : but the groffnefs of them will difguft every one

whom he can defire to pleafe.

2. But are the manners of princes different from thofe of their fubjeds ?

are there any qualities peculiarly royal ? I know but one; tliat is, the thinking

that there are fuch : in otlier words, I mean a fondnefs for flattery. That

ridicule can, I confefs, be no where fo well reprefented as on the throne

;

fince thofe will always receive, and love, the moft extravagant adulation, who

have it moft in their power to reward and punilh : but ftill I think it a better

fubject for fatire than comedy. It would be difficult to put in aftion the

follies of a monarch j the great theatrical refource is, the oppofition and

contraft of charafters that difplay each other. The feverity of Demea, and

the eafinefs of Micie, throw a light upon one another. Should we be half

fo well acquainted with the mifanthropy of Alcefte, were it not for the

fafhlonable, complaifant charafler of Philinte ? But the poet would be al-

moft deftitute of this refource, if he laid his fcene in courts, which offer one

uniform fet of manners moulded upon the example of the prince. What
contraft could be found to fet off his charafler ? None ; fince fuch a con-

traft fuppofes freedom and equality. This I take to be the true reafon ; not

merely that politenefs which in high life obliges even equals to conceal from

each other their real characters. This is rather an advantage : we purfue

with pleafure the various arts of concealment which it infpires, and when,

as it muft often happen, chance, familiarity, paffion, intereft, throw it

off its guard, and difplay the man in his true colours, the long conftraint

gives them a new vivacity, and the difcovery gives a higher relifli to our

entertainment.

3. But the moft important objedbion to thefe characters ftill remaias.

They can have no private life. They have doubtlefs many things ridicu-

lous and infignificant in themfelves, hardly any thing that is fo in its confe-

quences. Every aCtion of theirs is important by the influence it has upon

c 2 the
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tlie commanity ; and if we paint their follies, thofe follies, rendered vices by

their tragical effefts, would in themfelv^s excite contempt, and indignation

for their confequences ; and, as the firft of thefe paffions is as repxignant to

tragedy, as the fecond is improper for comedy, could produce only a very

motley and difagreeable compofuion. Therefore, when M. de Fontenelle alks,

whether Auguftus, in his lad ficknefs, furrounded by arufpices, who pro-

mife him a fpeedy recovery ; by Parthian ambafladors, who reftore to him

ftandards about which he is totally indifferent ; fawned upon by Livia, who is

impatient for his death ; whether all this would not make as good a comedy

as the maladc imaghmire ; the anfwer will not be difficult : No, Becaufe the

follies and weakneffes of the laft, as they are innocent, divert us ; while the

fawnino- of Livia, and her power over her hufband, fill us with horror and

indignation ; when we refled: that, by fetting Tiberius on the throne, they

made the world unhappy for three-and- twenty years, and finifhed the ruin

of the liberty and nobility of the republic.

The pradice of M. de Fontenelle, though very happy, is rather a con-

firmation of this theory. In his comedies he endeavours to reconcile us to

thofe great perfonages, but he is continually reduced to fhifcs of lowering

our idea of their importance, and divefting them of their power and ma-

jefty, before he can make them real comic charafters. His common

expedients are, making them of mean extraction, diough raifed. to the

throne ; not putting them in pofleflion of the crown till the end of the play

;

and laying his fcene in Greece, in order to fill their court with fimpla

citizens inftead of with nobles,

I cannot help thinking that farce (the third fpecies of Mr. Kurd's)

is rather a corruption, than a diftinft fpecies of comedy. Is not his

own definition a proof of 'this? That, as comedy is a faithful, fo farce is

an exaggerated pl?<5l;ure of human life : if they are diftinft, diere is little

occafion to fear any encroachments into the province of comedy from farce:

but many comic writers, to pleafe the corrupt taftc of the multitude, have

^defcended to all the extravagance of farce. There is another fubjeft, which

farce has prefervcd from the old comedy. This is the painting perfonal,-

individual charaflers : but that praftice, feldom followed, and never

authorized upon the modern ftage, rather deferves the animadverfion of the

Biagiftrate than of the critic. As to follies, not confined to a man, but to an

i.gt or country, Ithink Mr. Hurd t»o fcvere in banilhing them into farce :

he
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he feems fenfible of it himfelf; and, in the inftance of the Alchymifl:,

attempts to foften his fentence by a diftindtion rather chimerical.

I have, though without defign, already fo much extended this ex-

tract, that I Ihall abridge the other difcourfe of Mr. Hurd far more

than its merit would otherwife juftify. The fubjedl: of it is extremely

curious i poetical imitation examined upon very original principles ; a

^ueftion in which the reputation of all the great writers fince Homer is

vitally concerned. It is thus ftated by Mr. Hurd : " Whether that con-

** formity of phrafe or fentiment between two writers of different times

•' which v,e call imitation may not, with probability enough, for the mofl

*' part, be accounted for from general caufes arifing from our common
" nature ; tiiat is, from the exercife of our natural faculties upon fuch ob- Vol. ii.

" jedVs as lie common to all obfervers.""
" ^* '°^ ^°^*

It has often been obferved, with truth) that as our capacities are narrowy

and the materials of obfervation the fame to all men ; it is impolTible that

in fo great a number of thofe who have thought, and publifhed their

thoughts, fome fliould not have coincided in the fame opinions, without any

knowlege of each other. I believe that I may appeal to every man of

letters, whether fometimes he has not met with things in books, which he

had obferved before he had ever feen thofe books ; and things too of an

uncommon and particular nature. Even in thofe fublimer mathematics, fo

different by their evidence and univerfality from our other fpeculations, the

fame difcoveries have been made by different men, who feem rather to have

coincided with, than to have followed each other. Is not that the decifion

of the moderate part of mankind upon the celebrated difpute of Sir Ifaac

Newton and Leibnitz, in the beginning of this century ?. If this is the cafe V.Fontcnelle

in thofe general abftraded branches, which contain fuch amazing combina-
J," Leibnifz

tions of ideas, it is furely probable that in works of imagination, which torn. v. p. 520

contain much fewer, this ought oftener to happen. Befides, the moft original

poetry is in fadt imitation, imitation of nature ; and in thofe images which

are confefledly natural, it feems difficult to fay why two men of genius

may not have feen them without any previous knowledge of each other.

From thefe reafons, the candid critic will readily allow that there may be

fimilitude without imitation.

But a (light glance on the hiftory of the fciences, and a few reflefVions on

mankind, will reduce this candour within its due limits. Let us remember

that.
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that, I. Since the time of Homer, who perhaps was without models to

imitate, that author has been introduced into the earlieft part of our edu-

cation; that fucceeding times added to his leflbns thofe of the other Greeks;

that the Romans ftudied them with care; and that, fince the revival of

letters, we are made acquainted, as foon as pofTible, with the Greeks and

Latins. That thofe imprefllons, engraved on our minds before we refleft,

afterwards grow up with us ; and when we look abroad into the moral and

natural world, which thefe companions often prevent us from doing, we fee

it only with the eyes of the antients. Authority, founded on reafon, would

oblige us to aft in this way. The antient compofitions have flood the teft

of time and examination; and the veneration that is paid to them, is enough

to engage a modern to endeavour to aflbciate himfelf to it, by transfufing

into his own writings the fpirit, the thoughts, and even the exprefHons, of thefe

admired models : and, 2. Inclination will dired him to the imitation of fomc

particular model ; of fome writer whofe foul is moft congenial to his own,

and whom he can read with the greateft delight, and imitate with the moft

eafe. Thefe reafons bring us back to our firft fufpicion, that where there is

a ftriking fimilitude, there is imitation; fince where there are two ways

of accomplifhing it, it is natural to prefer the eafieft, efpecially when it is

confeiTedly very common.

Mr. Hurd found it neceflary to go further, if he intended to clear his

authors from the charge of imitation ; accordingly he endeavours to prove,

by a very elaborate deduftion, that both the ideas, and the methods, em-

ployed by the antients, were not only natural ones, but the fole natural ones;

fo that if fucceeding poets, endued with judgment, looked abroad into

nature, they not only might, but muft meet with them ; while men of irre-

gular fancies could avoid them only by avoiding truth and probability. This

theory accounts for refemblances of works, by refemblances of things ; and

forbids any fufpicion of imitation, unlefs we are guided to it by particular

circumftances. In a matter of fuch vaft extent, it is as difficult to refute

as to prove. There would indeed be a very fhort method of overthrowing

at once Mr. Hurd's dodtrine ; could I write a work of imagination, full of

beauties, formed on the model of nature, and yet different from thofe of the

antients, I Ihould then demonftrate that they have not exhaufted it : but fuch

a confutation is far beyond my power. Without afpiring to genius, I fhall

7 think
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think myfelf very happy, if I can frame my opinions according to the

di(51:ates of good fenfe.

If we examine this queftion i pofteriori, from pracfVice and experience of

what has been done, though we fhall meet with nothing very decifive, I

think, however, that the advantage will not be on Mr. Hurd's fide: he will,

indeed, quote many ftriking fimilarlties of this kind, from writers who could

have had no knowledge of one another; but he will be anfwered, i. That fuch

writers can hardly be found; that the facred writings (hould not be men-

tioned, nor compared, with Homer; fince we are talking of human, not

divine compofitions; and that Shakefpeare, the modern who appears freed

from exception, though ignorant himfelf, lived in a learned age. 2. That

their example can only be quoted againft thofe who diink every fimilarity

mujl be an imitation, without any regard to the circumftances of the

writers. That, as fuch a coincidence is poflible, we muft employ it to ex-

plain a phsenomenon for which we could not otherwife account ; but that when

the more eafy and probable one may be recurred to, we ought to employ it.

On the other hand, an antagonift of Mr. Hurd's would have occafion for no

great compafs of reading to difcover, in the moft modern writers, many

original images and fentiments. He would feleft them, particularly, from

thofe very writers, who, from an apprehenfion that every thing had

been already faid, had cramped their natural genius, by an open, perpe-

tual imitation of the antients ; and he would infer, with fome plaufibility,

that had they written from their own natural feelings and obfervations, they

would have been ftill more original. He would defire Mr. Hurd to recon-

cile this with his principles, and even prefs him for a precife anfwer, at

what period of the hiftory of letters the fcene had been clofed, nature ex-

haufted, and fucceeding writers reduced to the hope of imitating fuccefs-

fully. Wherever he chofe to fix it, the critic would bring againft him fo

many later original images, that the refource of difputing their claim, and

hunting for fome diftant allufion, or general refemblance, would be hardly

fuffieient.

Without following minutely our author through his copious deduftions

a priori, in which he has certainly fhewn great learning and ingenuity, I

fhall only make two or three general obfervations, which may give an idea,

both of his method of reafoning, and, of my objeftions to it.

He
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He enters upon a tafk, in my opinion, far above human abilities. To

examine die origin of our ideas is the bufinefs of metaphyfics, and the

greateft philofophers have failed in the attempt. But it is perhaps ftill more

difficult to embrace them all at one view, and to clafs them according to

their different objtdls, in fo accurate a manner as to affure ourfelves that wc

have fuffered no material fpecies to efrnpe. This is, however, what Mr.

Hurd undertakes. He makes three divifions of the world of ideas which

can enter into poetry, i. The vafl: compages of corporeal forms of which this

univerfe is compounded. 2. The internal workings and movements of our

own mind; under which the manners, fentiments, and paffions arc compre-

hended. 3. The outward operations, which are made objective to fenfe by

the means of fpeech, gefture, and action. Thefe are again by him fubdi-

vided vvith an exadnefs in which I fhall not purfue him. I fhall only remark,

I. That his fmalleft fpecies are yet too general to prove any thing. That

Milton, for inftance, muft, like Homer, have made ufe of moral, religious,

and ccconomical fentiments, and could not invent any new fpecies, I Ihall

readily allow; nor is it upon fuch general refemblances that a charge of imi-

tation is ever founded. It is upon more particiJar fimilaricies, where Mr.

Hurd can never attain to fhew that thofe ideas were the only ones. The only

method Mr. Hurd can there follow, is a Ibrt of vicious reafoning, in a

circle j to look for the images upon every fubjedt he can meet with in the

oldeft authors, and then to conclude that they are the only ones exifting.

1. Even fuppofing that he had exhaufted the whole ftock of nature, and had

fliewn that every image, fingly, had been fo obvious as to be feen and em-

ployed by the firft writers, a much larger field would ftill remain; their dif-

ferent combinations, which are infinite. With regard only to human man-

ners, the great fources of chara<5ter, palTion, and fituation, may be com-

bined in fuch a variety of ways, as no algebra could reach. Let us, for a

moment, abandon fidtion, and enter into hiftoric truth. Confult the annals

of any nation; obferve the various effects of the modifications of thofe

three principles upon their hiftory, and then fay whether the operations of

human nature are eafily clafTed, or circumfcribed.

3. This confideration of the fhifting picture of mankind, as an illuftra-

tion, leads us to confider it in itfelf. We fhall find it a mofl extenfive and

infinite range of ideas, almofl fufficient of itfelf to preferve genius from imi-

tation; fmce to the writers of every age and country it appears in a differ-

2 ent
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«nt fliape. It is the manners, the governmenCj the religion, of that age

and country he is to ftudy ; and whether the nature of his fiibjeft allows him

to introduce them at full length i whether he can only adorn his works with

diftant allufions to them; whether lie can only catch the general fpirit of

them, they will always make him an original. I fhall quote one inftance of

what I mean, and that from an audicrity Mr. Hurd will hardly difpute. Warburton's

When Milton conceived the glorious plan of an Englifli epic, he foon faw
j-J^.'"^

^^*'

the moll ftriking fubicifls had been taken from himj that Homer had

taken all morality for his province, and Virgil exhaufled the fubjcft of po-

'litics. Religion remained; but as Paganifm, though it furnilhed very

jigreeable fcenes of machinery, took too flight a hold on men's minds to

build the flory of the epopoea upon it, he had recourfe to Chriftianity; and,

taking his flor/ from an article of our faith, ftruck out a new fpecies of

epic poetry; but he could never have done it, had not the manners of thai:

age, attached to religion in general, and to that tenet in particular, warmed

his imagination, and given it a dignity and importance, which he could

never have transfufed into his poenij if he had not fiill felt it himfelf. Nor
is this obfervation repugnant' to another I have made elfewhere,—that the EfTai fur

manners of the antients were more favourable to poetry than ours. I think
''^'"'^^ '^- '*

fo ftill, of their manners, as well as their languages. Yet I would have our P- •9'

poets employ our own, not only for the fake of variety, but becaufe we
Ihall make the befl: ufe of thofe with which we are the niofl intimately

acquainted.

From thefe obfervatlons I muft decline fubfcribing to Mr. Hurd's theory,

or circumfcribing the poet's images within fuch narrow limits. It is, how-
ever, without running into the other extreme, or condemning every refem-

blance as a defigned formal imitation. I take the exaft difference between

Mr. Hurd and myfelf to be this: I look upon imitation to be the moft

natural, and general, caufe of any ftriking refem.blance between two writers;

and therefore affign it, without particular reafons to the contrary. Mr.
Flurd, on the other hand, thinks it may generally be accounted for by a

refemblance of m.ental operations; and therefore never fufpefls an imitation,

without particular circumftances which lead to the detection of it.

He employs another difcourfe with a review of thefe circumftances ; but Vol. li. p. i

as every one is accompanied with examples taken from the antients and
"~7^

moderns, and criticifed with great tafte, I can only reduce the great num-
ber he alleges to three, drawn from the different lights in which we may

VOL- II.
_ H confider
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confider every rcfemblance, and fix the probability of its happening, by

chance, or by defign. i. How clofe is the rcfemblance ? Is tlie thought

exadly the fame ? Is it introduced upon the fame occafion ? Is it expreflVd

in the fame manner, the fame words, or words nearly the fame ? Is it a

fhorc pafll'.ge, or one of a confiderable length ? 2. What degree of ac-

quaintance can the fecond poet be fuppofed to have had with the firft ? Did

he live in a learned, or an ignorant age ? Was he himfelf a m.an of letters,

or without education? Did he affed the fame of originality, or did he

modeftly profefs a defire and habit of imitating the antients ? Was the firfl:

author an acknowledged favourite of his ? 3. What appearance is there that

the idea fhould have naturally ftruck the fecond ? V/as it comrhon, or par-

ticular; did it agree with the ftyle and defign of his work; with his own'

charaifter ; with the real appearance of nature ; with the manners and opi-

nions of his age, country, and profeffion; or at leaft with thofe he defcribes i

Is it introduced in a general unafFcded manner, or brought in without any

occafion, and clothed in uncommon, obfolete language ? Mr, Hurd thinks

thefe circumflances, all or fome, neceflary to form a fufpicion. I allow

they are very ufeful to confirm one.

I have at laft finiflied Mr. Hurd's performance. I reckoned upon fix or

Blandford, feven pages ; I am now writing the thirtieth. Another time I hope to con-
March 18th,

^j^g j^y extracts within proper limits.

1762. T Finiflied at laft my abftrafl of Mr. Hurd, which confifls of
March iSth.J thirty pages in folio: though it took me up much more time

than I imagined, by running into fo unexpeifted a length, yet I do not regret

it, as it ftarted a new train of ideas upon many curious points of criticifm.

To get a little nearer to Homer, of whom I have never loft fight, I read die

Enquiry into the Life and Writings of Homer.

27th.]—At laft I returned to Homer, and beginning where I had left

off, read L. v. V. i—404.

28th.]—Read of the Iliad L. v. V. 405—606. At the fame time I re-

folved every day to learn, and write down, a certain number of the Rscines

Grecques; and to-day went through the four firft.

March
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March 29th.]—Learnt and wrote the Racines Grecques, Stang. 4— 8. Read

of the Iliad, L. v. V. 606— 909; and beginning, for the fecond time, the

Enquiry into the Life and Writings of Homer, read page 1— 56.

joth.]—Went through the Racines Gi-ecques, from 8

—

1%; but read no

Homer.

31ft.]—I read the Enquiry, page 56—80: went through Racines

Grecques, 12— 16 j and reviewed the firft three hundred lines of the fifth

book of the Iliad.

April I ft.]—W^ent through Racifies Grecques, 16—20 ; and reviewed die

remaining fix hundred lines of the fifth Iliad. I likewife read v. 215—
295, of the eleventh lEnt'id, in relation to jEneas and Diomede.

2d.]—Went through Racines Grecques, 20—24. The method I pur-

fue is this: after reading them attentively, I write them dowii from my
memory, looking in the book as feldom as I can. I then repeat them

twice; firft mentioning the French word that anfwers to the Greek; then

the Greek word that anfwers to the French. At laft I repeat the French of

every Greek root of th^ prefent, and two preceding days. I find this me-

thod, though dry, helps me very much.

3d.]—Went through Racines Grecques, 24— 28. Read the fixth book

of the Iliad, from v. 325—529, the end.

6th.]—I only went through Racines Grecques, 32

—

^6; and read the

feventh book of the Iliad, v. 123— 199.

7th.]—I went through Raci?ies Grecques, 2^—4°; and read the feventh

book of the Iliad, v. 199—482.

8th.]—I went through Racines Grecques, 40—44; reviewed the whole

feventh book of the Iliad, and read the eighth, v. i—40.

9th.]—I went through Racines Grecques, 44—48; but read no Homer.

13th.]—I read the eighth book of the Iliad, v. 401—561, the end.

14th.]—In the morning I reviewed the whole eighth book of the Iliad;

went through the Racines Grecques, 48— 52, and finilhed the Enquiry,

P- 216—335.
26th.]—I read great part of the fecond volume of D'Jkmbert's Me-

Icinges ; very fenfible, and well written.

29th.]—Read the BiUiotkequcs des Sciences et des beaux Arts, for OEloher,

November, and December 1761. I found in it an extrafl: of my Eftay : they

fpeak very highly of it, and promife great things of me, p. 368—380.

30th.]—I read the ninth book of the Iliad, v. 1—306.

H 2 May
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May 2d.]—I read the ninth book of the Iliad, v. 306—542.

3d.]— I read of the Iliad, Lib. ix. v. 541—709, the end; and reviewed

the firft hundred Jines of it.
.,.:

£th.]—I read the tenth book of the' IHad, v; 70—879, and reviewed the

whole book.

6th.]— I read thci^neid,' L. ix. v. 126— 502, in order to compare the

(lory of Nifus and Eiiryalus .••elated in 'it,- with the night adventure in the

Iliad. They have both beauties, but of a different kind. By his fbrongcha-

raders, and lively defcriptions. Homer fpeaks powerfully to the curiofity and

imagination of the reader. The amiable manners, tender friend (liip, and

unhappy fate of Virgil's heroes, are truly pathetic, and make the deepeft

impreffion on the heart. I likewife read the eleventh book of the Iliad,

V. I 542. As I go on with. Homer, he becomes much eafier to me: I

am mafter of a greater ftock of words ; the turn of his ftyle, his dialefts,

and his poetical licences, are become more familiar to me.

8th.]—I reviewed the firft four hundred and fifty lines of the eleventh

book of the Iliad.

^th.]—I reviewed the remaining four hundred lines ofthe eleventh book of

the Iliad; and read the twelfth, v. i—309. I likewife confuked Mezeriac's

Ovid, torn. i. p. 171— 179, in relation to the omens from the flight of

birds, in order to underftand the fpeech of Hector to Polydamus. From

the materials which Mezeriac laid before mc, I conceived a much clearer

notion of the fubjeft than he had himfelf.

loth.]—I received a letter from Mr. Scott, in which, according to his

promife, he lays down for me a courfe of fludies, both in the pure and

mixed mathematics; -pointing out the merit and defeats of the principal

writers in every branch of them. I can hardly put any of !iis diredions

in praftice before next winter. I read, to-day, of the Iliad, L. xii.

v, 309—471, the end, reviewing the whole twelfth book; and read L. xii,

V. 1— 273.

nth.]—Read the Iliad, L. xiii. v. 273— 837, the end, and reviewed the

firft five hundred lines of that book.

1 2th.]— I reviewed the remaining three hundred and forty lines of the

thirteenth book of the Iliad ; and read the fourteenth, v. i— 108. My
diligence to-day was much inferior to the preceding ones.

14th.]—I received from London two volumes of Memoires Militaires

Jur ks Grecs et Jur Us Romains par M. Gmchardt. The author, who was

8
"

in
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in the Dutch, and is now, I believe, in the Pruflian fervice, propofea

to correct the numerous miftakes of the Chevalier de Folard, and to

explain the principal military aftions of the antients accordinc to their beft

hiftorians, and the true principles of their tafrics. This book drew me
away for fome time from Homer; I read, but in a c\ix'iox^ manner, the firft

volume.

May 15th.]—I read, but in the fame curfory manner, the fecond volume

of Guichardt'5 Memcires.

i6th.]— I began to read the AIe;notres Militeires a fecond time; but

with more attention. I read the preface, which is very judicious, and the

four firft chapters. The firft is on the blockade of Agrigentum by the

Romans in the firft Punic war; and gives a clear idea of the fuperior

advantages of the Roman intrcnchments above our modern lines. The
fecond is the battle of Tunis, between Regulus and Xantippus. Folard,

explaining Polybius, blames Regulus for the only thing for which his author

had commended him. The third is the battle of Macar, v.'here the amaziner

manoeuvres of Amilcar are dilplayed with great precificn. The fourth, on

the battle of the Adda, is a complete treatile on the Roman legion, very

latisfattory as to the times of Polybius; very little fo as to thofe of Csefar.

17th.]— I read the fifth, fixth, ieventh, and eighth chapters of the Me-

moires. The fifth is the combat of the Ticinura ; many good remarks on the

antient cavalry : the fixth is the battle of Trebia; the author illuftrates.ftill fur-

ther the way of drawing up the legion, and explains the feveral manoeuvres of

the two armies very clearly : the feventh is a very infignificant afiuir at Germi-

nem ; but the eighth is the battle of Cannje, the mafter-piece of Hannibal, of

Polybius, and, perhaps, of M. Guichardt. The columns of Folard,

and the imprasflicable manoeuvres of the Gauls difappear, and the art of

Hannibal appears refined, but rational.

18th.]—I read the ninth, tenth, eleventh, and twelfth chapters of the Me-

moires. Ninth, a very infignificant affair at Caphys, between the weak Aratus

and fome JEolhn freebooters. Tenths the battle of Mantinea, between

Machanidas and Philopoemen : fmall numbers and refined art on both fides.

Eleventh, the battle between Scipio and Afdrubal in Spain. M. Folard's

columns, generally ideal, were really employed by Scipio in a fuperior

manner. Twelfth, the battle of Zama ; the merit of the generals, though

great, being equal, left the vidory to the braveft troops.

May
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May iQth.]-—I read the thirteenth, fourteenth, fifteenth, and fixteenth

chapters of the Memoires. Thirteenth, the battle of Cynocephala. Philip had

formed a good plan, but did not know how to alter it, though he might have

gained the viftory. Fourteenth, the batde of the Granicus : Alexander's

impctuofity feems direded by more military flcill than is commonly thought.

Fifteenth, the battle of Arbela, a complete pra£tical lefture on the art of

war J but are we indebted for that Icdure to Alexander or to Arrian ?

The fixteenth, the blockade of Alifia: M. Guichardt does honour to

Csfar by diminifhing the extent and number of his works : we can now

both underftand and believe them.

2oth.j—I began the fecond volume of the Memoires, and read the

differtation upon the attack and defence of places by the antients ; very clear

and accurate. Their real methods are well defcribed, and M. Guichardt

proves, againft the Chevalier de Folard, that they knew nothing of the

modern trenches.

2 1 ft.]—I read in the Memoires the tranflation of the military inftitutions

of Onozander, full of that common-place fenfe which every one can write,

and no one can deny.

22d.]—I read the Tallies of Arrian, tranflated in the Memoires. They

are very curious and exaft, and give a very clear notion of the nature, arms,

and difcipline of the phalanx ; but it is very odd Arrian fhould rather com-

pile thefe Tacftics from Greek writers, than write from his own knowledge

an account of the Roman legions, which he had himfelf feen and com-

manded.

ojd.]— I read the Analyfis of Csefar's Campaign in Africa. Every motion

of that great General is laid open with a critical fagacity. A complete mili-

tary hiftory of his campaigns would do almoft as much honour to M.

Guichardt as to Ca'far. This finifhed the Memoires, which gave me a

much clearer notion of antient taftics than I ever had before. Indeed, my

own military knowledge was of fome fervice to me, as I am well acquainted

with the modern difcipline and exercife of a battalion. So that though

much inferior to M. Folard and M. Guichardt, who had feen fervice, I am

a much better judge than Salmafius, Cafaubon, or Lipfius j mere fcholars,

who perhaps had never feen a battalion under arms.

j6th.]—I read the Chevalier de Folard's Supplement to his Polybius,

vide le Polybe de Folard, torn. vii. p. i—4a. It fliews the man of genius in

every
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every line J it confifts chiefly of curious anecdotes, miftaken quotations, and

whimficaliy ingenious obfervations, I likewife read the third letter of Les

Sentimens d'un Hcmme de Guerre, in the fame volume, p. ao8—235. This

Homme de Guerre v/as M. de Savornin, major-general in the Dutch fer-

vice. He is certainly in the right in obferving, that the Romans in general, and

C^far at Pharfalla in particular, drew up their troops in three lines j but he has

a aioft minute, heavy, and perplexed way of writing. I difcovered a paffage

in Cjefar's Commentaries, L. i. c. 83, which is the key of the taflics of his

age. Had M. Guichardt known of it, he might have avoided fcveral

iTiifiakes.

May Jift.]—Before- I left Blandford I finiflied the firfl- fix volumes

o{ Fontenelle, which contain " tout la force et tout la fleur de Jon efprit.'"

I read them at my leifure hours with great pleafure, particularly Entretietn

Jur la Fluralite des Mcndes, Hiftoire du Theatre Franfois, &c. and the

Elcges des Jcade'miciens. The Hiftoire des Oracles, though excellent, is

fomewhat fuperficial. The Dialogues of the Dead are (if I may fpeak

French) une debauche de raifonnement, as the Lettres du Chevalier

d'Her .... une debauche d^ejp-it et de galanterle. I acknowledge all the

defeds of the Eclogues, but fome of them are charming. I refolved

to fubftitute for my leifure hours the Bibliotheques of le Ckrc, as an

inexliauftible fource of amufement and inftrudtion, and accordingly began

with the firfl: volume of the Hibltotheque univerjelle.

June 6.]—I formed a defign, (but I doubt whether 1 fhall find time

to execute it,) to give part of my day to Homer and part to Quin-

tilian; that is, to unite the example with the precept. Accordingly I began

with Quintilian, in Burman's edition, read his article in Bayle's Dictionary,

the preface of Burmanj Burman was a mere critic, without being (in my
opinion) a good one, fince a good critic muft reafon wellj and Burmaa

never could reafon at all. I began likewife the Aiinales ^luitilian^i of

Dodwell, and read c. i—3.

7th.]—I continued the Annals, and read c. 3

—

10.

8th.]—I read the Annals, c. 20—47, which (including the Synopfis

Chronologica) finilhed the Treatife. Dodwell's learning was immenfe ; in

this part of hiftory efpecially, (that of the Upper Empire,) the moil minute

fadt or paflage could not efcape him; and his fl^ill in employing them is equal

to his learning. The worft of this author is his method and ftyle j the one

perplexed beyond imagination, the other negligent to a degcee of barbarifm.

a June
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June 9th.]—I read of the Iliad, L. xiv. v. 1—522, the end. It required

all the eclat of Homer's poetry to reconcile us to Jupiter's being deceived

and laid afleep.

joth.]—I reviewed the fourteenth book of the Iliad, and read the fiftecRih,

V. I— 220. The fcene of Jupiter and Neptune pleafes me infinitely; be-

fides the natural greatnefs of the adlion and adors, heightened by a mod

fpirited narration, it gives a clearer idea of the Greek polytheifm than the

laborious refearches of half our modern critics and divines.

I ith.]—I read the fifteenth book of the Iliad, v. 220-^—746, the end. The

remainder of this book is a continued and not very interefting battle. What

chiefly diftinguifhes it, are fome of the fined fimiles I have yet met with in

the Iliad ; and a variety of Iliort fpeeches, of a truly fpirited and military

eloquence.

13th.]— I read the fixteenth book of the Iliad, v. i— 1 13,

14th.]— I wrote a note on page 30 of my EJfaiJur I'Etude de la Littera-

ture, containing a palTage of Florus, and another of Propertius ; with ob-

fervations on the latter.

jtyth.]—I finiflied the firfl: volume of Le Clerc's Bibliotheque imiverjelk.

I fliall juft mention the moft curious books that are abftrafted in it. Hu-

gonis Grotii Epiftote, Amfterdam, 1686, p. i—29, and 121— 166, curious

and inftrudive. Temporum Mythicorum Hiftoria, p. 245— 280. I be-

lieve Le Clerc himfelf is the author. It is an ingenious application of a

common principle ; viz. that the heroic fables are only the Phoenician

hiflory corrupted, and their language mifunderflood. Clementes Galani

Iliftoria Armena Colonic, 1686, a true mifiionary's account, full of curious

fafts and religious prejudices. Lightfooti Opera omma, Roterodami, 1686.

A claffical author on a fubject very little fo. Lightfoot, by conftant reading

of the Rabbies, was almoft become a Rabbin himfelf.

19th.]—I read the fixteenth book of the Iliad, v. 113—367, the end, and

wrote a note on p. 79 of my EfTai, containing fome inftances of the number,

rarity, and variety of the animals produced in the amphitheatre of Rome

;

and taken from the writers of the Auguftan hiftory, with the remarks of

Cafaubon and Salmafius.

3ift.]—I reviewed the firfl: hundred lines of the fixteenth book of the

Iliad: the fiercenefs and anger of Achilles foftened by friendfliip. The
mild, amiable, and yet fpirited charadlcr of Patroclus, are admirably

tlefcribed
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defcribed and contraikd. Homer never Iliines more than in thefc moral

piAiM'es.

June 22d.]— I reviewed the remaining feven hundred and fifty lines of the

fixteenth book of the Iliad, The defcriptionof the arms, leaders, &c. Achil-

les's fpeech to them, and his prayer, are folemn, and fill the mind with great

ideas and expedacions. They are fulfilled. Of all the- heroes that fall

throughout the Iliad, I pity none fo much as Sarpedon ; he was as amiable a

charafter as Patroclus, and a much greater one. I read the feventeenth book,

V. I— 105. Ilikewife, to underftand the fixteenth, v. 234, covi^MXit^Strabo,

L. vii. p. 327, 328 ; a Memoire of M. de la Nauze, Mem. de Litterature,

tom.vii. p. 154— 157; and one of M. Hardion, Mem. de Litterature,

tM. Hi. p. 138— 14?. Strabo is far from intelligible ; the two Frenchmen

treat their fubjed only incidentally, and were mifled by their erroneous, con-

fined notion of the Pelajgi. However, from thefe and my own refledions,

I formed a pretty clear idea of Dodona and the Selli.

a3d.]— I read the feventeenth book of the Iliad, v. 105— 505.

24th.]—I finiflied the fecond volume of the Bibliotheque univerfelle.

This volume contains, p. 20— 51, P. Limborchi fheoUgia Chrifiiana,

Amfielad. 1686. Moderate and judicious, the general charader of the

Arminian divines.

—

Petri Petiti de Sybilld, Libri tres, Lipf. 1686. A ftrange

mixture of learning and credulity.—P. 154—184, Hiftoria Genevrina, par

Gregorio Lett. Leti is a moft agreeable hiftorian 5 a little more regard to

truth and exadtnefs would have made him an inftruftive one.

—

Life and

letters of Archbijhop Uflier, London, 1686, p. 220—262. Accurate, as

written by his chaplain; but this chaplain is both too long and too

ftiort.

—

Methcde de drejfer des Recueils, par M. Locke, p. 315—340.—
The exactnefs and perfpicuity of that great man are feen in that trifle.

—

Defcription de I'Jfriqut traduite du Flamand, par M. Dapper, p. 340—386.

Very curious.— C(5«/r« Ariflex Hijloriam de LXX Interpretibus Lijfertatio,

par Hum. Hody. Oxon 1685; and Jfaac Voffii Obfervationum in Pofnponiim

Melam Appendix, Lond. 1686, p, 386—416. I think, after having read

thefe two difputants, that the queftion is far more perplexed than before.

26th.]— I read the feventeenth book of the Iliad, v. 505^-761, the end, and

reviewed the firft two hundred and fifty lines of it. The amiable charafter

of Patroclus had made every reader his friend whilft alive, and we intereft

ourfelves in the fate of his remains, which are fo obftinately difputed.

VOL. II. I June
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June 28th.] I finifhed the Bibliotheque des Sciences et des Beaux Arts, for

January, February, and March 1762. It contains Oeuvres du Canceller

d'ylgucjfeau, Parisy 1761, p. i— 20. They breathe a noble fpirit of elo-

quence and virtue.

—

Eutropii Breviarlum Hiftoria Romana, cum Notls

varior. par Henric. Verheyk. Lugd. Bat. 1762, p. 88— 100. Superior

to all other editions, even to that of Havercamp.

—

Zimmermanni Opera

Theologlca et Philo/ophica, p. 154— 181. Moderate and fenfible.

2^th]—I reviewed the remaining five hundred lines of the feventeenth

book of the Iliad. It is a continued battle, but is yet very interefting, from

the unity and importance of the atftion, the various turns of fortune, and the

equality of the two parties; the one depending on their natural courage,

the other on the protedlion of Jupiter. I am particularly pleafed with the

forrow of Achilles's horfes, and the refledion of Jupiter, v. 426, &c,

I likewife read the eighteenth book, v. i— 238, and confulted fome remarks

of M. Galland, Hift. de I'Academ. des Belles Lettres, torn. i. p. 104—io8>

on the trumpets of the antients in relation to v. 219 of this book.

30th.]—I read the eighteenth book of the Iliad, v. 238—478.

July ift.]— I read the eighteenth book of the Iliad, v. 478—616^

"she end.

cd.]— I reviewed the whole eighteenth book of the Iliad. Homer is never

more thoroughly awake : the firft part of it fhews him to be a perfedt mafter

©f the tender paffions. Achilles receives the news of the death of Patroclus,

with a mixture of fury and tendernefs fuitable to his charafter. We begin

TO love him ; and the very excefs of his rage, though terrible, pleafes us,

becaufe it is directed only againft the murderer of his friend. The fccond

part, or the defcription of the fhield, is a fine landfcape. I read the

defcription of the Ihield of iEneas in Virgil, 1. viii. v. 369—454, and

597—731. Virgil's defcription is the finer piece of poetry ; Homer's, the

jufter reprefentation of a work of art. I read, with the fame view, fome

remarks of the Abbe Fraguier on the origin of painting. Hlji. de I'Aca~

demie des Belles Lettres, torn. i. p. 75—89. Elegant and inftruftive, but

fomewhat vague. I likewife read the whole nineteenth book of the Iliad,

V. I—424, the end, and conflilted Potter'^s Arch.eolcgia Greca, vol. i.

p. 246— 261, in relation to the ceremonies obferved by the antients in their

oaths. I alfo finifhed, to-day, the Journal des Savans, and the Me-

moires de Trevoux for December 1761. They contain little more than de

Infcripticns
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Injcriptione quddam Egyptiacd Taitrini inventd, Decemhre, p. 334—345. Mr.

Needham pretended that thefe Egyptian letters were the fame as the old

Chinefe charaders. The fimilitude is here contefted.

—

Objcrvatiov.s fur les

Syftemes de P. P. Hardouin et Berruyer, The obje6t is to prove, the

fociety always difapproved the vifions of thefe two writers. There i^ much
artifice, and fome curious anecdotes, in thefe obfervations. I believe that

the Jefuits were innocent in this refpefl,

July 7th.]—I finifhed the Memoires de Trevoux, and the Journal des Savans

for January 1762. The Journal contains "Tragedies de Sophocle traduites, par

M. Dupuy de I'A. R. des I. et B, L. p. 3— 15. Elegant, exa(!>, and a great

addition to French literature.

—

L'Antra Elaiiftno, &c. par M. Bartoli,

p. 49— 58. Ingenious, but very doubtful.—The Memoirs Annai Seneca

de hrevitatevitiCy p. 149— 163. One of the beft extradls lever read. Les

Pitture Antichc d' Hercolano, p. 216—225. Antient, and therefore

curious,

8th.]—I reviewed the fii-ft hundred and fifty lines of the nineteenth book of

the Iliad. The generous charafter of Achilles raifes him every moment higher

in the efteem of the reader ; his care for the dead body, the fpirited frank-

nefs of his reconciliation, and his impatience for the combat. I finifhed

the Journal des Savans, and Memoires de Trevoux for February 1762. The
Journal contains Thorn. Hyde de Religione veteriim Perfarum, p. 289—301 ;

a new edition, with long and trifling notes on an excellent book. Idylles de

Gefner traduites de I'Allemand, p. 380—397. Un AUemand ne peut il

pas etre bel efprit ? The Memoirs contain Explication d'un Pajfage de Hero-

dote, 405—427. A happy folution of a difficult pafTage in 1. ii. c. 142,

only by explaining the word UXio^, an annual revolution of the fun.

9th.]—I finiflied the Mem. de Trevoux for March. They contain little

moretlian/^ Bibliomanie, p. 167

—

1765 fevere and fpirited 5 &ndDiJJertation

Jur I'Ecriture Hieroglyphique. Original. He pretends that there never were

any ; but I think his proofs too weak for fuch a paradox.

nth.]— I reviewed the remaining two hundred and feventy lines of the

nineteenth book of the Iliad, and think the long debate between Achilles and

UlyfTes might have been fhortcned, though the fpeeches of the firfl: are

highly charafteriftical ; nothing can furpafs the fublime defcription of his

arming himfelf for battle. I likewife read the twentieth book of the Iliad,

V. I— 258 ; and when I was at church, followed the fecond lefTon with my
Greek ITeftament in my hand ; it was the i^^ chapter of St. Luke. I find

I 2 this
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this method both iiicful and agreeable, and intend to keep it up whenever I

GO to church. I finifned the Journal des Savans-, and Memcires de Tre~

voux for April 1762. The firft contains Ariftophanis Comced'ue a P. Bur-

nanno; good, but inferior to Kufter's : and the Granrmairi F.amoije

Piydcfophique de M. d'Jcarq, truly dqferving of that name , the fecond

Republique de Platon. I'he tranflatioii appears good ; I am fure the ex-

tra£t is fo.

ijuly i2th.]— I readthe twentieth book of the IHad, v. 258—503, the end.

J -jth.]— I reviewed the whole twentieth book of the Iliad. The battle of the

gods is worthy of every thing Longinus fays of ir. It would be difficult to

find another example which reunites fo thoroughly every part of the fublime,

both as to thoughts and language. The combat of Achilles and iEneas is

very animated and pifturefque ; and the long fpeech of ^Eneas, though faulty,

and even ridiculous upon the whole, does honour in its details both to the

poet and the hiftorian. I finifhed the Journal des Savans, et Mem. de Trevoux

for May 176a, part the firfi. The Mem. contain nothing: in the Jour-

nal there is Callimachi Hymni ab Ernejli. Lugd. Bat. The text is exaftly

reviewed, and the verfion is a new one.—Fie de M. Bojfuet par M. de

Bttrigny, Exaft and judicious,

14th.]—The twentieth book of Homer, and particularly the fpeech of

.Slneas, drew on a variety of difcuffions. In order to underftand the genealogy

of Dardanus, I xc:id Apcllodori Biblioth. 1. iii. c. 11. p. 205— 215, in Greek;

I then confulted Strabo, 1. xiii. p. 607—608 ; and fome difficulties arifing

about the word vrrupiKx, as Plato explained it, the lower part of the hills,

which were inhabited after the deluge, before men dared venture down into

the plain, I read a diflertation upon the deluges of Ogyges and Deucalion,.

by the learned Freret, Mem. de I'Academie des Belles Lettres^ tom. xxiii^

p. 129—148, who, from a chain of authorities, fliews, inconteftibly, that a

deluge was unknown to Homer, Hefiod, and Herodotus ; that the firft Avho

fpeak of it (Plato himfelf, Pindar, and Afollodorus) exprefsly confined it to

Greece, and intimate that a great number were faved; that afterwards, the

Greeks mixing their traditions with thofe of the Jews and the Chaldeans,

fwelled the deluge of Deucalion into an univerfal one ; but that it never

obtained general credit before the time of Plutarch and Lucian. After-

wards, to be well acquainted with JEneas, I read Strabo, 1. xiii,

p. 692—693 ; Mezeriac's Ovid, vol. ii. p. 142—146, and 154—168

;
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and a Differtation upon the Julian family, by the Abbe Vacry, Me-n. de

VAcademie, vol xvi. p. 414—424. Mezeriac, as ufual, compiles without a

thought of reafoning ; but from the fenfible rriticifms of the others, it appears

that vEneas's pofterity prob.'.bly reigned in Phrygia in the time of Homer,

and that his voyage to Italy is a fable invented by the Greeks about the time

of Alexander. N. B. The Greek authors whom I confulted, I read in Greek.

J likewife read the twenty-firft book of the Iliad, v. i— 135, and finidied

the fecond part of May, Journal des Savans, and Mem. de Trevoux. The
firfl: contains a better extract of the DiJJertation fur VEcriture Hieroglyphique

than the Memoirs had given. I now fee that the new fyftem is abfolutely in-

defenfible. 7 he fecond fpeaks oi Hijloire du. Steele ^Alexandre., far M. Lin-

guet : I fufpe<5l that they fpeak too flightly of the book. However that may

be, the author is certainly a man of genius, whom I fhould like to know.

July 15th.]—I read only that moft contemptible performance the Vie du

Marechal Due de Belleijle, far M. de C

i6th.]—I read the twenty-firft book of the Iliad, v. 136—611, the end.

i8th.]— I did nothing but go to church. The leflbns were the 12th

of 2 Samuel, and the 5ch of St. John's Gofpel, both of which I read

in Greek.

23d.]—I finifhed the third volume of Le Clerc's Bibliotheque Hniverfellet

which concludes the year 1686. It contains Explication Hiftorique de la

Fable d'Adonis. He thinks that Adonis, or Ofiris, was the fon of Hammon

or Cham, and grandfon of Cinyras, or Noah i and that the inceft of Myrrah

with her father, was the difcovery of Noah's nakednefs by his children.

But this interpretation is very far-fetched, and can only fuit the followers of

Ephemerus.

—

Bibliotheque univerjelle des Auteurs Eccleftaftiquey par Dupin.

Curious and impartial.—Life of Hai Ebn Yokhdan. A fine, though irregular,

produdion of Arabian genius and philofophy.

—

The Works of Dr. Barroiv.

Barrow was as much of a philofopher as a divine could well be.

—

Commen-

taire Philofophique. The moft ufeful work Bayle ever wrote, and the Icaft

fceptical.

—

Puffendorfii Commentarius de rebus Suecieis. Exadt, heavy, and

partial.

24th.]—In order to get a clear idea of thofe oracles fo often mentioned by

Homer, and fo eflential a part of the Grecian religion, I read three difierta-

tions of M. Hardion, inferted in the third volume of the Memoirs of the

Academy upon the Oracle of Delphi, p. 137—191 ; and fome obfervations

of
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of M. de Valois, torn. iii. hiftorlcal part, p. 73—793 and, drawn away by

the affinity of the fubjed:, I likewife read two differtations of the fame M. de

•Valois, upon the Amphiftyons, the guardians of this temple, torn. iii.

p. 191—228, and torn, v, p. 405—415.

July 2Cth.l I read the hiftory which M. de la Valois has given us of the

two facred wars, which the Amphi(fl:yons decreed to avenge the facrileges

committed at Delphi, torn. vii. p. 201—239; tom. ix. p. 97— 113, and

torn. xii. p. 177—204. Befides the light that thefe pieces throw on the

'Greek religion, they are valuable for the knowledge they give us of that

civil and religious bond of union in the Hellenic body, which for fome

ages rendered it invincible.

28th.]— I read the articles of Jupiter and Juno, in Bayle's Di(5lionary.

That of Jupiter is very fuperficial. Juno takes up feventeen pages ; but

great part of it, as ufual, very foreign to the purpofe.
,
A long enquiry

when horns began to be an emblem of cuckoldomj numberlefs reflexions,

fome original, and others very trivial j and a learning chiefly confined to the

Latin writers. When he doubted if Juno was really worfliipped at Car-

thage, why did not he quote Minucius Felix ? V. oSiav. p. 259, edit. Gronov.

Upon the whole, I believe that Bayle had more of a certain multifarious read-

•ing, than real erudition. Le Clerc, his great antagonift, was as fuperior to

^lim in that refpeft, as inferior in every other. I reviewed the firfl: two

hundred lines of the twenty- firfl book of the Iliad. There is great dignity of

fentiment, and a calm flernnefs, in the anfwer of Achilles to tlie moving

prayers of the unfortunate Lycaon.

o^th.]—^I reviewed the remaining four hundred lines ofdietwenty-firfl book

of the Iliad. The combat of Achilles and the Scamander is finely defcribed.

If Homer, when he fpeaks of the Gods, does not rife in his fentiments, at

leafl he does in his language and poetry. I likewife read fome very fenfible

and curious obfervations of the Abbe de Fonterne, Sur le Quite des Divi^

nites des Eaux ; Hifloire de I'Acudemie des Belles Lettres, tom. xii. p. 27—45*

30th.]—I read the twenty-fecond book of the Iliad, v. i—515, the end.

Auguft ift.]—I read the lefl"ons at church in Greek, viz. the thirteenth

chapter of the firft book of Kings, and the twenty-firfl chapter of St.

John's Gofpel. How very free a verfion the Septuagint is! for I imagine

curs is a very literal one.

Augufl
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Auguft 2d.]—I reviewed thewholetwenty-fecond book of the Hwd, in which

the whole intereft of the preceding books is wound up, in the lives of Heftor

and Achilles. Notwithftanding the reafons given by Mr. Pope, every reader

of tafte muft be difgufted with Hedor's flight. The true grounds of courage

were not well underftood, and poetry had not learnt the art of raifing an hero'

without debafing his enemies. The fears and lamentations of Heftor's family,.

are beautifully pathetici but I think that Andromache-is rather too much

the mother, and too little the wife. As I am now entering upon the twenty-

third book, which contains the funeral of Patroclus, I read the eight fiirft chap-

ters of the fourth book of Archbifliop Potter's Grecian Antiquities, vol. ii.

p. 160—241, upon the Grecian Funerals. They contain a great fund of

learning, without any ufelefs digrefTions.

3d.}— I began M. de Burette's fet of DifTertations in the Memoirs of the

Academy, on the Gymnaftics of the Antients : they are learned and judi-

cious, but too full of fruitlefs, and therefore frivolous, enquiries into the

erigin and etymology of every art. I read to-day, only Obfervations ge^

tieraks fur la Gymnciftique, Hift. torn. i. p. 89— 104; and firft Memoirer

fur la Danje, Mem. torn. i. p. 93— 117.

4th.]

—

\ xi:z.6. kcond MemoireJur la Dan/e, tom. i. Mem, p. 117— 136;

Memoire Jur la Sphcerijliqne, p. 117— 1535 and fixk Memoire far les Ath-

ktes, p. 211—237.

5th.]—I read fecond and third Memoires fur les Athletes
y p. 237 29 1;.

^xA Memoire Jur laLutte, tom, jii. Mem. p. 228—255.

6th.]—I read the feveral Memoires of M. de Burette, /«r le Pugilat, la

Courfe, le Pentatble, et le Di/qtie, tom. iii. Mem. p. 255—343. Havino-

finifhed thefe, I read three Diflertations of the Abbe Gedoynj Jur les

Courjes des Cheveaiix et des Chars, Jurtout au Jeux Olympiques, torn. viii.

/>• 314

—

2Z°' ^"d 330—341 i and tom. ix. Mem. p. 360—3765 and a

Memoire of M. de la Barre, on thejame JubjeSl ; torn. ix. Mem. f 376 397.
Gedoyn is polite and curious, but fomewhat pert and fuperficial. De la

Barre is difBcult to be underftood, but is worth ftudying, for he is very in-

genious, as well as learned. There is a great difpute what was the length

of the Olympic courfe for chariots. Burette makes it twenty-four ftadia, or

twelve revolutions of one ftadium : Gedoyn, eight ftadia, or one revolution

of four ftadia: De la Barre, forty-eight ftadia, or ftx revolutions of four

ftadia: Mr. Weft, (v. Weft's Pindar, vol. ii. p. 135.) forty-eight ftadia,

2 or.
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or twelve revolutions of two ftadia. I have not room for their reafons; but

I am of De la Barre's opinion. When one reads thefc Differtations, one

admires the aftive fpirit of the Greeks, fenfible to every fpecics of enter-

tainment and gloiyj who could at the fiune time, and with the fame applica-

tion, bring to perfeftion, dancing and philofophy, boxing and poetry.

Auguftyth.]—I read the twenty -third book of the Iliad, v. i—257.

8th.]— I read the twenty-third book of the Iliad, v. 257— 897; and th€

articles of LemnoSy Hercules, and the grcateft part of Heler.a, in Bayle. If

Bayle wrote his diiflionary to empty the various colleftions he had made,

-without any particular defign, he could Jiot have chofen a better plan. It

permitted him every thing, and obliged him to nothing. By the double

freedom of a didionary and of notes, he could pitch on what articles he

pleafed, and fay what he pleafed on thofe articles. When I confider all that

Homer fays of the ifle of Lemnos, and the extenfive trade it carried on,

both with Phoenicia, (Iliad xxiii. v, 743.) and with the Greek army before

Troy (v. Iliad, 1. vii. v. 467—475, and 1. xxi. v. 40.). I am amazed to fee

the more modern poets reprefent that habitation of the unfortunate Philoc-

tetes, as an ifland totally defolate and uninhabited.

loth.]— I reviewed only the firft hundred lines of the twenty-third book

of the Iliad. The fullen grief into which Achilles finks, is not lefs expreffive

of his charadter, than his violent rage in the preceding books. The appa-

rition of Patroclus is the opening of a new world, of Homer's creation.

nth.]—I reviewed the next two hundred lines of the twenty-third book of

die Iliad. This day I finifhed the Memoires d'Anne d'Autriche, par Madanje

de Mottevillc, one of her greateft favourites. They are written in a natural,

iinaffefted flyle ; and it is a proof of the author's fincerity, that though Hie

had a very high opinion of her miftrefs, the candour with which flie relates

faifts, fhews us Anne of Auftria as Ihe really was; a proud and filly woman,

who abandoned herfelf to a favourite out of indolence, fupported him through

obftinacy, and began at laft to hate him, when he began to afFeft an inde-

pendence. There is perhaps no period of hiftory for which we have better

materials, than for the minority of Lewis XIV. The fifhion of memoir-

writing was very prevalent, and many of all ranks and all parties have left

us accounts, both of thofe troubles and of their fecret fprings. The cha-

ra&er of the French nation, neither foured by religion, nor conftrained by

flavery, appears with freedom and boldnefsi brave and incontlant; obfe-

quious
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quioiis to the ladies; treating the greateft events with a carelefs gaiety;

running into civil wars v/ithout principle, and fupporting them without

rancour or cruelty. None of thefe wars ever were founded on any fettled

plan of liberty; the princes and the nobleffe made it only in hopes of ob-

taining (as they commonly did) advantageous conditions in the treaty of

peace. The honeft part of the parliament were aflefled only by preicnt

evils, and thought only of temporary reliefs. They inveighed againft a

new tax, and demanded the removal of a difagreeable minifter. The only

law of a durable kind which they ever planned, was in the nature of a

Habeas Corpus bill; that every prifoner, in twenty-four hours after his con-

finement, fliould be interrogated, by the parliament, as to the nature of

his crime. But they fupported this falutary propofal very feebly; fuffered the

miniftry to extend the term to fix months, and at lafl: negledled it fo far, as

not to have it ratified by the peace of Ruel. V. Memoiresy tom. ii. p. 13.9.

337. 363. and tom. iii. p. 51, &c. Thefe Memoires are printed at Am-
fterdam, 1723, in five volumes lamo.

Auguft 1 2th.]—I reviewed the remaining fix hundred lines of the twenty-

third book of the Iliad. It is a fine piflure ofthe manners of the heroic ages:

the games celebrated at the funeral of Patroclus contain a great variety of both

their civil and religious cuftoms, related with a clearnefs and a circumftan-

tialnefs very difagreeable to the tafte of a true commentator. Indeed, the more

I read the antients, the more I am perfuaded that the originals are our bell

commentators. In this article of antient gymnaftics (for inftance), when

I have read with care Homer, Paufanias, and fome fev/ more antients, M.

Burette has little to teach me, excepting perhaps what he may have picked up

from fome obfcure paflages of fome obfcure lexicographer. What I fay is

not, however, to profcribe the ufe, but to reftrain the abufe, of modern

critics. As to the poetical beauties of the twenty-third book, they are great

and various. I know offew better proofs of the fertihty of Homer's invention,

than the variety of natural incidents which he has introduced into the chariot-

race. That of Menelaus and Antilochus is beautiful in the manners. I wifli that

I could fay as much of the quarrel of Idomeneus and Ajax. I think, how-

ever, that the chariot-race bears no proportion to the reft, which indeed ap-

pears to a difadvantage, both by being placed after it and a little etrangle,

13th.]—I read the twenty-fourth book of the Iliad, v. i—361. We return-

ed to Beriton. I read the reign of King James I. in Hume's firfl volume of

VOL. 11. K trie
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the Stuarts, with a view to Raleigh j and afterwards perufed the fixth book

of Virgil, and tlie fyftem of Warburton upon it, in the firft volume of his

Divine Legation, and found many things to fay, to explain the one, and

dcftroy the other.

Auguft 14th.]—I think it was pretty well to read the twenty-fourth book

of the Iliad, v. j6i—467, confidering I was out from feven in the morning

to ten at night.

i^th.] I read the twenty-fourth book of the IHad, v. 467 —805, the end;

and reviewed the firft hundred and fifty lines of it. The faving Heftor's body,

and the appeafing Achilles's wrath, feems to be the great objedt both of

heaven and earth, excepting of the Implacable Juno. Indeed, the great atten-

tion of the gods towards Achilles, feems rather a fear of offending, than

a defire of favouring him. The laft fentiment would exalt the hero, the

firft would debafe the gods, and be highly ridiculous even in the Pagan

mytholocry. I likewife read in Bayle the articles of Achillea^ Achilles, Ajax

Telatnon, Ajax O'ileus, Alcinous, Andromache, Amphitryon, and Alcmena ;

all, excepting Achilles, very (hort ones. Bayle is as exadly cir<;umftantial in

thefe important trifles, as Mezeriac himfelf. How could fuch a genius

employ three or four pages, and a great apparatus of learning, to examine

whether Achilles was fed with marrow only; whether it was the marrow of

lions and ftags, or that of lions only, &c. ? Bayle does not, in my opinion,

fufficiendy efteem Homer.

jgt^i ] reviewed the remaining fix hundred Unesof the twenty-fourth and

laft book of the Iliad. The interview of Achilles and Priam is (in my opinion)

fuperior to any part of the Iliad. It is at once the coup de theatre and

the tableau of Diderot. Nothing can be a more ftriking coup de theatre

than the unhappy monarch, who appears at once in the enemy's camp and

at the feet of the murderer of his fon. At the fame time the various

palTions, and the fine philofophy that diftinguillies the converfatioa between

them, form a moft beautiful tableau.

I have at laft finidied the Iliad. As I undertook it to improve myfelf in

the Greek language, which I had totally negleded for fome years paft, and to

which I never appUedmyfelfwith a proper attention, I muft give areafon why I

begun with Homer, and that contrary to Le Clerc's advice. I had two.

ift, As Homer is the moft antient Greek author (excepting perhaps Hcfiod)

who is now e^ttant ; and as he was not only the poet, but the lawgiver, the

. theologian,
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theologian, the hiftorian, and the pliilofopher, of the airtients, every fuc-

ceeding writer is full of quotations from, or allufions to, his writings,

which it would be difficult to underftand, without a previous knowledge of

them. In this fituation, was it not natural to follow the antients themfelves,

who always begun their ftudies by the perufal of Homer? 2dly, No writer

ever treated fiich a variety of fubjeds. As every part of civil, military, or

oeconomical life is introduced into his poems, and as the fimplicity of his age

allowed him to call every thing by its proper name, almoft the whole com-

pafs of the Greek tongue is comprized in Homer. I have fo far met with

the fuccefs I hoped for, that I have acquired a great facility in reading the

language, and treafured up a very great ftock of words. What I have

rather neglefted is, the grammatical conftrudlion of them, and efpecially

the many various inflexions of the verbs. In order to acquire that dry, but

neceflary branch of knowledge, I propofe bellowing fome time every

morning on the perufal of the Greek Grammar of Port Royal., as one of the

beft extant. I believe that I read nearly one halfofHomer like a mere fchool-

boy, not enough mafter of the words to ekvate myfelf to the poetry. The

remainder I read with a good deal of care and criticifm, and made many

obfervations on them. Some I have inferted here, for the reft I Ihall find a

proper place. Upon the whole, I think that Homer's few faults (for fome

he certainly has) are loft in the variety of his beauties. I expefted to have

finifhed him long before. The delay was owing partly to the circumftances

of my way of life and avocations, and partly to my own fault j for while

every one looks on me as a prodigy of application, I know myfelf how

ftrong a propenfity I have to indolence.

Auguft 19th.]—As my books were not come, and Madame de Motteville

had left my head full of Louis the XlVth and his court, I took in hand my
friend Voltaire's Steele de Louis XIV. It will employ fome few leifure

hours, and will afford me great entertainment..

Once more in poffeffion of fome neceffary books, I returned to my pre-

fent great objeft, the ftudy of Homer ; but before I proceed to the OdyOey,

I determined to read feveral things which might conduce to the better un-

derftanding him. I read this morning. Sir John Mar/Iiam's Canon Cbro-

nicus, i3e. p. 433—446, edit. Franquer, 1696; where he treats of Homer
and Hefiodj and in fpeaking of the firft, explains, in a few words, all that

is to be found in the antients concerning his country, age, fate of his writ-

K 2 ings,



$i EXTftAlTS RAISONNE'S de mes LECTURES.

ings, and progrefs of his reputation. I cannot help wondering at the blind

deference which he pays to the oracular authority of the Parian marble ; "De ed

" re a^itur (the age of Homer) non eft aniplius ambigendum." I refpedt

that monument, as an ufeful, as an uncorrupt monument of antiquity; but

why fhould I prefer its authority to that of Herodotus, for inftance ? It is

more modern, its author is uncertain. We know not from what fources he

drew his chronology, nor how far he was qualified to draw it properly.

However, as to the age of Homer, I abide by his decifion ; becaufe I can

(whatever diverfity appeared to Sir John) reconcile it with feveral of the

moft approved authors. That learned writer did not confider, chat in

fixing the time when a great man flouriflied, feveral hiftorians may differ

from one another, without differing from truth j becaufe they fixed it from

different sras of his life. In that of Fontenelle, the fixing his date either

from his birth (1657), or from his writing the worlds (i686)j from his

3-eception into the French academy (1691); from his being made fecretary

to that of fciences (1699) ; from his refigning that pofl (1740) ; from his

death (i757)> would produce the difference of a century; fo that we may

ellablifli for a rule of criticifm, that when thefe diverfities do not exceed the

natural term of human life, we ought to think of reconciling, and not

of oppofing them. In this inftance, five of the moft refpeftable authorities

may be confined within the fmall period of fixty-eight years. The eldeft

Apollodorus, who places Homer 250 years after the Trojan war,

A. C. 934> mtift be naturally underftood to fpeak of his birth : Corneliis

Nepos, the fecond, whofe date is 160 years before the foundation of Rome,

A. C. 914, of the time when Homer, then twenty, was arrived at the years

of manhood : the sra of the marbles (643 years before the archontat of

Diognetus) A. C. 907, of the time when Homer, then twenty-feven,

began to diftinguifti himfelf ; perhaps when, according to the Colophonian

tradition, he wrote the Margites, his firft poetical work. When Herodo-

tus places Homer 400 years before his own birth, A. C. 884, lie may

mean, that, being then fifty, he was arrived at the higheft pitch of his repu-

tation, and perhaps wrote the Iliad. Laftly, if Socibius, the Laconian,

brings him down to the laft year before the firft Olympiad, Homer might

then die aged fixty-eight years, A. C. 866. This calculation agrees very

well with the vague reckoning of Pliny and Juvenal, and pretty nearly with

the more precife one of Velleius Paterculiis. There are, indeed, many

write rsj
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writers, whom it is impofTible to conciliate, fince they take in fo enormous a pe-

riod as 416 years, from the return of the Heraclides, A. C. 1104, to the

twenty-third Olympiad, A. C. 683. But befides that they are of inferior

note, the great difference amongft them leaves the authority of each to ftand

fingly by itfelf.

I likewife began to-day a Greek life of Homer, or rather a diflertation

upon his writings, by an anonymous writer, inferted in the Optjcida Mytho-

iogica, Pbyftcay et Ethica, ptibliJJicd at Atrijierdam 1688, by Mr. Gale. It.

takes up p. 283—404 of thofe Opufcula. As I intend to make an ab-

ftraft of it, I fhall only fay here that I read p. 283—303.

Auguft 20th. J—I read the Life of Homer, 304^— 314. The Greek is eafy,

though I met with many words of the only fpecies (perhaps) not to be

found in Homer. Grammatical and mecaphyfical terms, which are the

more difficult at firft, becaufe, as they are all metaphorical, it is the literal

meaning which prefents itfelf to an unexperienced reader.

2ift.]—In order to fave fome part of this day for ftudy, I pafTed the

evening in my lodging, and read the Life of Homer, p. 314—341.

24th.]—I read the Life of Homer, p. 341— 357.

27th.]— I read the Life of Homer, p. 387—394.

28th.]— I finifhed t\\tSiecle of Louis XIV. I believe that Voltaire had for

this work an advantage which he has feldom enjoyed. When he treats of a dif-

tant period, he is not a man to turn over mufty monkifh writers to inftruft

himfelf. He follows fome compilation, varnifhes it over with the msigic of his

ftyle, and produces a moft agreeable, fuperficial, inaccurate perfbrxnance.

But there the information, both written and oral, lay within his reach, and

he feems to have taken great pains to confult it. "Without any thing of the

majefty of the great hiftorians, he has comprifed, in two fmall volumes, a

variety of fads, told in an eafy, clear, and lively ftyle. To this merit, he

has added that of throwing afide all trivial circumftances, and choofing no

events, but fuch as are either ufeful or entertaining. His method (of

treating every article in a diftinft chapter) I think vicious: as they are all

connefted in human affairs, and as they are often the caufe of each other,

why feparate them in hiftory ? The firft volume is much lefs interefting

than the fecond ; arts and manners were a fubjeft almoft untouched -, but

fo many writers had exhaufted the battles and fieges of Lewis the XlVth's

rtign, that it was impoffible to add any thing new, efpecially in fo conjined

an
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an abridgment. Befides, thofe detached particulars wanted lefs that art of

narrating, which Voltaire never pofiefTed, with all his other talents : I mean

in profc, for there are feme very fine narrations in his tragedies. That of

JJiiihie, in the laft acl of Merope, is equal to the famous ones of Racine.

As to his hero, I think that he performed great aftions without being a great

man. France, notwithftanding his wars and perfecutions, ought never to

forget him. But when Conde, Turenne, Vauban, Louvois, Colbert, &c.

have claimed their fhare of fame, little more will remain to the monarch,

than the having chofen and employed thofe great men : I can hardly add

that of perfi fling in his choice. A prince, diffident or inconftant, may

claim great merit for having perfifted in a good choice. A monarch, proud,

vain, or obftinate, is only to be praifed if he renounces a bad one. And

every one muft know to what a degree Lewis carried thofe laft-mentioned

qualities,

September 3d.]— I returned to the Life of Homer, and read p. 394

—

404, the end.

4th.]—I reviewed, but in a curfory manner, the Life of Homer, without

having fo exalted an idea of it as Mr. Gale, who, like a true editor, calls

it Liber Aureus. I think it a valuable piece, written with art, and contain-

ing many ingenious, and fome ufeful obfervations upon Homer. I then

began to look into the Greek Grammar of Port Royal, that learned fociety

which contributed io much to eftablifli in France a tafte for juft reafoning,

fimplicity of ftyle, and philofophical method. I began, contrary to the

general method, with the verbs, and read with attention the firft chapter of

the third book, which treats of the nature and proprieties of the verb. I

think that method the moft natural and philofophical which begins with the

operations of the mind, or the adion or paffion of the body, and thence

pafles to foreign objefts.

5th.]— I read the fecond chapter of the third book, which treats of the

charafteriftic letter, and the termination of verbs ; and to imprefs the fe-

veral modifications of the adive verb upon my memory, I copied them

out. I finifhed to-day every thing in the Bibliotheqiie Choifte, relative to

Erafmus, viz. torn. ;z;. />. 379—397; torn. v. p. 145—2833 torn. vi. p. i

—

238; tor/1, xii. p. 1— 57. The firft and laft are very good refiedions, and

exact judgments, upon Erafmus's works, but are too (liort : the others are

long extrads of his epiftles, which, tranflatcd in a very bad ftyle, and

I unconneded
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unconnefted method, have neither the agremens of original letters, nor the

merit of a complete life. When I had finiihed them, (according to a

maxim I have laid down elfewhere,) I began Vie d'EraJme, par M. de

Burigny ; and fo preferred tht/uite of my ideas to that of my books.

September 6th.]— I read the Grammar, 1. iii. c. 3. which treats of the

augmentation, both fyllabic and temporal.

7th.]— I read the Grammar, 1. iii. c. 4— 14. I faw the various forms into

which every verb changes itfelf, from the indicative to the participle, and

from the prefent to the fecond perfedl. Indeed, I think the chain has too

many links, as well as groundlcfs exceptions without number ; but this laft

is the vice of all languages, none of which have been the work of reafon.

8th.] —In the evening I found means to look over, in a curfory manner,

the paffive and middle moods of the barytone verbs in a. They depend

fo much upon the adive, that when one has a clear idea of it, the

genealogy is very eafy to follow. I now fee clearly the advantage of

paying little attention to the Grammar, till you have made fome proo-refs

in the language. Inftead of having both precepts and examples to learn,

I need attend only to the general rules of what I have already feen in a variety

of particular inftances. It is examining the map of a country through which

I have before travelled.

9th.]—I looked more clofely into the paffive and middle moods of the

barytones in w. If the vox media is not very ufeful and ingenious, it is

highly ridiculous.

loth.]—I read the Greek Grammar, 1. iii. c. 21—27, containing a very

clear account of the circum.fles verbs ia «, and of the rules by which they

Gontraft themfelves.

nth]—I read the Greek Grammar, L. iv. c. i— 5, which treats of the

regular verbs in y.i. I approve extremely of the intention of M. M. de

Pert Royal, who, to fimplify things as much as poffible, have reduced the

thirteen conjugations of the Greek grammar to two, or rather to three.

But the variety of thefe conjugations is fo great, and the differences fo

seal, that the antient divifion was,, perhaps, clearer, in having many rules

with few exceptions, than the modern ones of tew rules and many excep-

tions. For inftance, in explaining the barytone conjugations in w, there is

hardly a tenfe without exceptions for the peculiar formation of the liquids.

At leaft I would have a feparate conjugation for them. Another defect I.

have obferved is, the example they have fixed on for the barytone conjuga-

tioji.
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tlon. I. They pitch upon the verb t;u, and make ufe of it in their table ;

but when they come to the detail of the moods and tenfes, they then cm-

ploy TUTTTw. This alteration deftroys the unity of their plan, and muft breed

fome confufion ; efpecially in a young head. i. They boaft in their pre-

face of having chofen (with Sanftius) nu as a very fimple verb; but I own

I think the choice ill judged. The great objeft fhould have been to have

chofen a verb perfectly regular, every one of whofe different modifications

fhould have been the example of the general rule, which they laid down for that

mood or tenfe. Tiw does not anfwer that charader. In the firfl future

palTive (for inftance), according to the general rule * of changing the u of

the firft future adlive, into muij.a,i, na-u would make ri<r^r,<ToiJ.xi. How-

ever, by a common exception of the verbs in w pure f, it drops the <r and

makes only nfino-o/Aai.

To-day I began the fmall but valuable treatife of Longinus, irepi yyots hi

the variorum edition of 'Toliius, printed at Utrecht, 1694, in ^.to. The

edition appears to be a very complete one. It contains the Greek text of

the author, with a Latin verfion by Toliius, and a French one by Boileau,

Dr. Lang- with the notes of Robortellus, Petra, Portus, Langbasnius, le Fevre, and
bamc.

ToUius himfelfJ and the French ones of Boileau and Dacier. I read the

, dedication of Toliius to the Eleftoralr Pince of Brandenburg, afterwards

king of Pruffia, and father of the prefent monarch ; the prefaces of Toliius,

de Petra, Langbienius, and Boileau, with the lift of 'Tejlimonia, and

the greateft part of the firft chapter of Longinus himfelf. Toliius, though

a commentator, was a -man of tafte and genius ; though the ftyle of his

dedication is fomewhat timid, yet there are pretty thoughts .in it. He
quibbles a little about ViSforia Elata, and Fama Pinnigera, when he

fpeaks of the great Elector ; but his compliment upon the battle of Ferbelin

is juft, and well exprefled. "When I refie£t on the age in which Longinus

lived, an age which produced fcarcely any other writer worthy of the attention

of pofterity ; when real learning was almoft extindt, philofophy funk down

to the quibbles of grammarians and the tricks of mountebanks, and the

empire defolated by every calamity, I am amazed that at fuch a period, in

the heart of Syria, and at the court of an Eaftern monarch, Longinus ftiould

produce a work worthy of the beft and freeft days of Athens. I read with

" v. Nouvelle Methode, 1. iii. c. 16. Reg. 52. p. 182.

t V. Nonvelle Methode, 1. iii. c. 16. Except. 3. p. 183..

z the
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tlie fincereft regret the titles of the other works which are now loftj but

none more than his Odenathus. I fliould have feen, though probably with

fome partiality, the charafter and aftions of that great man, and of the

greater Zenobia, who both (contrary to the other tyrants,) propofed lefs

making themfelves Roman emperors, than detaching the Eaft from the em-

pire, and ere<5ting a new monarchy upon quite different foundations.

Sept. 1 2th.]— I finifhed the firft chapter of Longinus, with Boileau's tranf-

lation, and all the notes. The Greek is, from the figurative ftyle, and bold

metaphors, extremely difficult : I am afraid thai it is rather too difficult for

me ; but now I have entered upon it, ja£la eft alea j and I have nothing to do

but to redouble my application to underftand him corredly. Is it vexation

at thofe difficulties, or reafon, which makes me wi(h, that in the room of

thofe poetical figures, he had given us a definition of the fublime ? Though

this had been done by Cscilius, yet it was ftill neceffary, and would have taken

him but a few lines. I then read a diflertation of M. le Clerc, in-

fertedin l\\t _BibUotheque Ancienne et Moderne, torn. v. p. 237—290, fur les

Verbs moyens des decs. As it is (which I did not know at firft) in oppofition

to another of M. Kufler, I can decide nothing about the diJpute till I

have feen that, which I will do as foon as poffible, for his idea is a

very ingenious one. He thinks that thofe verbs, as diftinft from the adive

and paffive ones, are made ufe of by the pure attic writers to fignify,

I. An aftion which pafTes entirely within the agent, fiich as thinking,

willing, &c. 2. An a(5lion wliich, though exterior, has the agent himfelf

for the objedl ; fuch as, I feed myfelf, I undrefs myfelf, &c. M. le Clerc, on

the other hand, not only denies their ufe, but even difputes the exiftcnce of

the vox media -, which he treats as a corruption only of the a£tive and palTive.

As to the pretended difference of found and fenfe, he fays, that the firft

are not greater than many occafioned by the dialects, or by poetical

licences, for which the grammarians have never eftablifned new voices or

moods : that by M. Kufter's own confeffion, the deponents . in Latin, and

many verbs in Greek, have an aftive fignification, with a paffive termina-

tion, without belonging to any vos media j that this myilery is unknown to

the beft Greeks, and that many of them exprefs thofe acSlions by an active

verb ; nay, fometimes in the fame period employ an adtive and middle verb.

This he illuftrates by a variety of examples.

I began to-day my Extra£l of the Life of Homer, i>j French, and wrote

the firft folio page, with a long note.

VOL. 11. L Sept.
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Sept. 14th.]— I read xhtfecond chapter of Longimis-, with the vcrfions and

notes as ulual. As yet I read my author more as a man of genkiSj than as a

man of tafte : I am pleafed and aftonifhed rather than inftrufted. I obferved

in this chapter a licence more than poetical, into which the fire of his ima-

gination hurried him, that of leaving the reader to fupply one part of a

firft comparifon, whilfb he haftens to a fecond. There was an hiatus at

the end of the chapter, which Tollius fupplied from a manufcript in the

Vatican. It is amufing to perufe the conjectural fupplements of the critics j

how various, how ingenious, and hov/ diftant from the truth. They are

probably often as much fo, though we have it not in our power to confute

them in the fame manner.

15th.— I went through the whole feries of the irregular verbs in Greek.

Some of them are defedive by the want of fome particular tenfes or per-

fons i and others are irregular, as forming their tenfes not from their own.

natural theme, but from fome other which bears fome affinity with it, and is

^
commonly either derived or contra6led from it. Thefe irregularities are

neceffary to be known ; but we fhould be cautious of ereding them too

haftily into general rules, the firft fort efpecially ; where the fuppofed defeft

may arife only from the Greek authors now extant not having had occafion

to employ that particular modification of the verb.

27th.— I have not, almoft this fortnight, fet down any thing in the literary

way. Indeed, I was very idle. In that time, I went through only the

Life of Erajmus ; which ought only to have been an amufement, and not to

have broken in upon Longinus. To-day I finiflied that Life of Erafmus.

It is a work of great reading. As M. de Burigny propofed conneding with

his hiftory, a general account of the fciences and religion during his time,

he has very deeply confidered his fubje6t. His ftyle and refledions are

fuited to a man of fenfe and modefty, who neither pretends to, nor pofTefles

the leaft fhare of genius. Upon the whole, the book is a perfed contrail

to mofl fafhionable French ones, fince it is ufeful without being brilliant.

If we confider the charader of Erafmus, we fliall be immediately llruck

with his extenfive erudition ; and that heightened by two circumfbances

:

I. That he was fcarcely ever fixed fix months in a place (excepting at Bafil) j

that to this wandering life, which deprived him both of books and leifure,

muft be added, a continued bad ftate of health, and the conftant avocation

of a vaft correfpondence. 2. That his learning was all real, and founded

on the accurate perufal of the antient authors. The numerous editions he

I publifhed
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publiflied fiifficiently evince it ; and befides, thofe convenient compilations

of all forts, where a modern autlior can learn to be a profound fcholar at a

vtxj finall expence, did not tlien exift; every thing was to be fought for in

the originals themfelves. But befides this learning, which was common-to

many, Erafmus polfefled a genius without which no writer will ever defcend

to pofterity ; a genius which could fee through the vain fubtletics of the

fchools, revive the laws of criticifm, treat every fubjedl witlv eloquence

and delicacy; fometimes emulate the andents, often imitate them, and

never copy them. As to his morals, they had the poor merit of being

regular. In the nobler part of his charader I find him very deficient.

Delicacy of fentiment he had none. A parafite of all the great men of his

time, he was neither alhamed to magnify their charadters, by the loweft

adulation, nor to debafe his own by the moft impudent folicitations to

obtain prefents which very often he did not want. The adventure of

Eppendorf is another proof how much dearer his money was to him than

his charader. Notwithftanding thefe faults, never" man enjoyed a greater

perfonal confideration. All the fcholars, and all the princes of Europe,

looked upon him as an oracle. Even Charles V. and Francis I. agreed in

this. If we enquire why this happened to him rather than to fome other

great men, of a merit equal, and perhaps fuperior to Erafmus, we muft

fay that it was owing to the time when he lived ; when the world, awaking

from a fleep of a thoufand years, all orders of men applied themfelves to

letters with an enthufiafm which produced in them the higheft efteem and

veneration for one of tlieir principal reftorers. Befides, as the general

attention, from piety, from curiofity, from vanity, and from intereft, was

direfted towards the religious difputes, a great divine was the fafhionable

charafter; and all parties endeavoured to attraft or to preferve him. But

to which of thofe parties did Erafmus adhere ? His wridngs, and even his

conduft, were often equivocal. The Catholics claim him, though they

acknowledge that he was often indifcreet. Le Clerc challenges him for the

Proteftants, though he blames him for not profefllng what he knew to be

the truth; and attributes his referve folcly to timidity and felf-intercfl:.

Erafmus has certainly expofed all the groflfer fuperftitions of the Romifh

worfhip to the ridicule of the public ; and had his free opinion been taken, I

believe that he was a Protefl:ant upon mofl: of the contefted points. But many
other motives might reftrain him from a declaration. He was always per-

L 2 fuadedj
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fuaded, that any fpeculative truths were dearly purchafed at the expence of

pradlical virtue and public peace. Befides, many confiderations might

often make him balance as to thofe truths ; prejudices of education, the

authority of the fathers, and a natural inclination to fcepticifm. Add to all

this, that really difapproving many things in the Proteftant communion,

though more in the Romifh, by remaining in the loofe fituation of a man

who was unwilling to quit the religion of his anceftors, he could blame

many things in it with freedom ; whereas, had he deferted it, he mufl: either

have fet up a ftandurd hirafelf, or elfe have enlifted blindly under that of

Luther or iEcolampodius. It is furprifing that Erafmus, who could fee

through much more plaufible fables, believed firmly in witchcraft.

Sept. 30th.]—I began the Ciceronianus, and read p. i—80.

Oftober ift.]—I read Ciceronianus, p. 8c

—

110, which finilhed it; ani'

perufcd 47 pages of Extraflrs from Erafmus's Letters, which related to it

;

and which turn principally upon the great fcandal which the comparifon be-

tween Afcenfius Badius and the great Biida:us had given in France. The objedl

of this dialogue is to attack fome blind admirers and copiers of TuUy's

ftyle ; who, at the revival of letters, formed, efpecially in Italy, a very

Gonfiderable fefl:, of which the principal leaders were, Bembo, Sadokt, and

Julius Scaliger. In this attack he employed every arm both of argument

and pleafantry. It may be divided into three parts ; in the firft, NoJ'cponus

the Ciceronian is introduced 5 and v/ith that exquifite fpecies of humour,

of which the Lettres Provinciaks offer fo fine a fpecimen, ridicules his

own parry by a bare expofition of thofe maxims which he himfelf venerated

and praflifed. His exclufive devotion to Cicero, his three Indices, his

never writing but in the dead filence of the night, his employing months upon

a few lines, his religious caution about the words, and his total indifference

about the fenfe, are truly and highly comic. In the fecond, Erafmus him-

felf appears under the name o? Boulephorus ; and entering into a great detail,

eftabliflies, viftorioufly, that Cicero, though worthy of our attention and

imitation, is not the only one worthy of it ; that lb fervile an attachment to

any author, deflroys all freedom and originality of genius, and produces

only a fet of tame writers, who, perhaps, will copy only the faults, but

who will furely never attain to the perfedions of their great model ; and

that finally, we fhould rather endeavour to fpeak as Cicero would do if he

Jived at prefent, than as he did in his time ; that fince words are made for

ideas.
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iljeas, and not ideas for words, ic is infinitely more reafonable to coin new

words to exprefs a variety of things unknown to Cicero, tiian, out of a vain-

ambition for purity, to call excommunication, interdiEtio cquce et ignisy and

to exprefs all the objefts of Chriftianity by the terms of the Pagan rituals.

It muft be confelled, that the Ciceronians laid themfelves very open to

ridicule, were it only by their looking on Tully not only as the beft but as

the fole model, and that of language as well as of eloquence. In a polite

age, in which a language is thoroughly cultivated, every writer who is a man

of education, of letters, and of tafte, fpeaks nearly the fame language ; and

very often, genius and eloquence, inftead of being companions to purity, are

enemies to it, by diverting the attention to nobler aims. Bpuhours is

much purer than either Corneille or Bayle. Why therefore fhould we ex-

clude all other writers of the Auguftan age, and confine our imitation to

Tully alone ; who was not a native of Rome, and who, from the fire of

his imagination, the variety of his occupations, and the multiplicity of his

writings, could not always attend nicely to his expreffions. Why is not

C^far (for example) as fafe a model ? A Ciceronian muft believe Cicero's

own account of him. defar autem rationem adhilens, conjuettidinem vitiojam

et corruptam pird et incorriipta confuetudine emendat. Itaque . . ad Jxinc ele-'

gantiam verborum Latinorum adjungit ilia oratorta ornamanta dicendi.

But the fame Ciceronian, if he would condefcend to admit the other Latin

writers of that age into a partnerfhip with Tully, would be much more

formidable than Nofoponus. He would obferve, that in all languages, rules

and analogies are very treacherous guides ; that in modern tongues, we fee

them give way every day to cuftom. That in the dead ones, that cuftom is

to be met with only in the moft correft writers; and that whenever we

deviate from them, v/e rifli offending againft the idiom of the language.

That the boldeft moderns did not carry dieir privilege of making new

terms fo far as they ought, to have made it really ufeful, fince they exprefs

many modern ones by very loofe periphrafes. That as they are themfelves

ftill fond of copying and alluding to the antients, the writings of Erafmus

himfelfare an incoherent mixture of Roman manners and expreffions with

Batavian ones; a mixture not lefs ridiculous than their fcrupulous antique

idiom. Perhaps the natural conclufion from thefe various difficulties,

where either freedom or corrednefs muft be facrificed, was, that inftead of

2. •

that,
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that ungrateful labour upon a dead language, it would be better to improve

and cultivate the living ones. But this conclufion was too much for the

age of Erafmus. The third part of the Dialogue, which Contains Eraf-

mus's opinion of the ftyle of the principal Latin authors, both antient and

modern, fhews great learning ; but his judgments are too fuperficial, and

not fo much varied as the nature of the fubjeft required. The ftyle of the

Ciceronianns itfclf is lively and eafy j but the fpirit of the Dialogue is but

indifferently kept up. Nofoponus makes no defence, and Hypologus is

quite a ufelefs perfonage.

Oflober ad.]—After a long abfence, I returned at laft to Longinus, and

read the third and fourth chapters, Trtpi t-foti. After Longinus had, in the two

former chapters, opened his defign, and fliewn that though the true fublime

is a gift of nature, yet nature may, as in other things, be affifted by art j he

treats of two vices different from each other, but equally oppofite to itj

the one a turgid ftyle and inflated figures, fpringing from an exuberance of

genius or a vain ambition : the other a frigid poor labour after puns and

litde affefled beauties. I approve veiy much of this inverted method of

fhewing firft what a thing is not, and then what it is. In thefe refined

enquiries nothing contributes more to affift our imagination and difpel pre-

judices. I likewife admire that noble freedom with which he difcovers the

faults of thofe heroes themfelves *, Plato and Xenophon.

3d.]—I employed my morning very well, fince I read the fifth, fixth,

feventh, eighth, and ninth chapters of Longinus. The two firft are

inconfiderable ; the feventh, in which he points out the way to difcover the

true fublime, is the work of a man of ftrong feelings rather than of a clear

head ; the eighth begins to enter more deeply into the fubje6t, and points out

five fources of the fublime. The ninth chapter, which treats of the firft of

thefe, (the elevation of the ideas,) is one of the fineft monuments of anti-

quity. Till now, I was acquainted only with two ways of criticifing a

beautiful paffage : the one, to fhew, by an exaft anatomy of it, the diftinft

beauties of it, and whence they fprung ; the other, an idle exclama-

tion, or a general encomium, which leaves nothing behind it. Longinus has

fhewn me that there is a third. He tells me his own feelings upon reading

itj and tells them with fuch energy, that he communicates them. I almoft

* 0> TTfais; (p^inof. LoNCIN. Trtfi v\ac., p. 32. Edit. Toll.

doubt
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doubt which is moft fublime, Homer's Battle of the Gods, or Longinus\

Apoflrophe to Terentiavus upon it. The chapter concludes with fome very

ingenious obfervations upon the different charadler of the Iliad and of the

Odyjfey. I am forry to criticife fuch a chapter, but what would Longinus

have faidj had another made his. obfervation upon that paflage of Homer,

where the celeftial horfes leap at one bound the extent of the vifible

horizon ? One would think, fays he, the world could not have afforded

fpace for fuch another leap. To what faculty does the vifible horizon

appear above half the world ? To the eyes it appears, the whole ; to the

underftanding, and even to the imagination, a very fmall part.

Ofbober 4th.]— I read the tenth chapter of Longinus., p. 72— 88. Its

fubjeft is but obfcurely marked, and appears at firft to run into the former.

The diftincflion however appears to be, the firft treats of thofe great and

fimple ideas, which require only to be fully conceived and expreffed j the

fecond, of fuch ideas as though not fublime in themfelves, may be rendered

fo by tlie artful introdudtion of acceffary circumftances. But T hardly think

that the Ode of Sappho was a proper example. It may be beautiful, it may

be paffionate ; but furely there is nothing in it which elevates the mind :

Longinus's own charadleriftic of the fublime. This morning Mr. M . . . .

returned my vifit, and flayed nearly two hours with me. I have not yet feen

any great proofs of his taffe or genius, but he is certainly a fcholar, and a

very communicative one. Obferving I had only Hederici's Lexicon, he

offered me Scapula as much better, and fent it to me in the evening. It is in

faft infinitely more copious ; and I like much the difpofition of it by roots.

It gives you a much clearer idea of the language, by reducing it to a fmall

number of primitives; which, by their various compofitions, produce all the

riches of that copious tongue.

5th.]—I read the eleventh and twelfth chapters ofLonginus, p. 88—94. They

treat oi Amplification ; of that art in poetry and rhetoric by which things are

made to appear greater than they really are. Perhaps, had he known the

magnifyirfg glaffcs, he would have faid that the merit of that art was, like

thole glaffes, to increafe the magnitude, but preferve the proportions. He
then draws a comparifon betv/een Cicero (who excelled peculiarly in it)

and Demofthenes ; a comparifon framed with his ufual eloquence, and with

a candour for the Roman's merit very uncommon in a Greek.

October
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Oiflober nth.]—I read the thirteenth, fourteenth, and fifteenth chapters

of Longimis, p. 94

—

ii8. The two firft, which treat of imitation, are

true piftures of the impetuous genius of die author. He enters on his

fubjcft by a quotation from Plato, which is very remotely connefted with

it. Then, though he recommends as a road to the fublime, the imitation

of the great antients j yet imitation is too lame a praftice to be agreeable to

him. He firft extends it to an advice to us to confider how Homer or

Demofthenes would have exprefled fuch an idea, not how they would exprefs

any one: then to think how they would approve of the manner in which we

ourfelves are going to cxprefs it ; that is, to make them not our models,

:but our judges ; and at laft, difclaiming all particular imitation, he advifes

us only to catch their fire, and to imitate the noble confidence with

which they looked forward to the laced pofterity. The fifteenth chapter

contains fome fine examples of poetical figures, diftinguifhes them from

rhetorical ones, and obferves, that the miflaken tafte of his age makes them

be often confounded.

1 2th.]—I read t\\t fixteenth chapter of Longinus, p. 118— 126. He
fpeaks of the phrafe and elocution. This is his third fource of the fublime.

The pathos, which was the fecond, he has almoft totally forgotten. This

chapter is taken up chiefly by the example of the famous oath of Demofi:-

henesi by the heroes of Marathon and Plateje. He examines it very

nicely, difcovcrs all the art and energy of it, and Ihews how much it dif-

fers from a fimilar expreflion of the comic Eupolis. If the ninth chapter

fliews Longinus die moft as a man of genius, he no where appears a more

excellent critic than in this.

14th.]— I began the CoUoquia of Erafmus, and as far as I have gone,

think them full of entertainment.

i6th.]—Iread feveral chapters of Af. de Tillemont's Hifioire des Etnpe-

reurs, in relation to Longinus's Patrons Odenathus and Zenobia, tom. iii.

p. 3 ; 947—952; 976—^977i 983

—

988; 1039— 1062; and 1078— 1082.

It is much better to read this part of the Auguftan hiftory in fo learned and

exadt a compilation than in the originals, who have neither method, accu-

racy, eloquence, nor chronology. I think them below the worft monkifh

-chroniclers we have extant. We may obferve that Odenathus, who was an

Arab, began to fhew the fuperiority of his brave barbarians over the cor-

rupted
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rupted Romans; a fuperiority which Mahomet -improved by the additional

fpurof religion, but which he did not create.

Oflobcr 1 8th.]—I read the feventeenth, eighteenth, nineteenth, twentieth,

twenty-firft, twenty- fecond, twenty-third, twenty-fourth, twenty-fifth, and

twenty-fixth chapters of Longinus, p. 126— 154. He continues to treat of

the various kinds of figures, which, when properly employed, give force

and beauty to the difcourfe: the interrogation, the omiffion of copula-

-

tives, the mixture of figures, the tranfpofitions of ideas, and the alterations

of number and tenfe. This is perhaps the leafl fhining part of his book; as

it is the more mechanical part of criticifm. However, Longinus enlivens

the dulnefii of it, by the magic of his ftyle ; and correfts the drynefs by the

clearntfs of his reafons, and the accuracy of his diftiniflions. I fhall give an

inftance of each. Speaking of that rhetorical figure by which a writer,

addreffing himfelf to his reader, employs the fecond perfon, he himfelf

makes ufe of it in a moft beautiful manner, in animadverting to Terentianus

upon a paflage of Hero'dotus *. The fecond is, where treating of the change

of the fingular into the plural he difl;ingui(hes, with great juftnefs, be-

tween thofe words which, fingular by their termination, by their fenfe

may be confidered as plural, without any effort of, or effecb upon, tRe ima-

gination ; and thofe which, in themfelves ftriftly fingular, are magnified

and multiplied, when, upon certain occafions, they are fpoken of as plural +.

I muft juft mention a miftake of Tollius. Herodotus makes ufe of the

words AsXoif SpnrdxiTi. Tollius owns that it figniRcs /crvis fugi!his
-, bur

thinks it not elegant enough, and therefore renders it by the vague cx'Drefiion of

Jervitutem acerbiffimam J. However, the other has certainly more elegance

as well as truth and propriety. The lonians had revolted from the Periians

;

if they were again fubdued, they would not only be, as before, oppreffcd

like flaves, but punifhed as fugitives.

1 9th.] —I read Longinus, chapters twenty->feven, twenty-eight, twenty-nine,

and thirty, p. 154— 168. He continues his enumerations of figurative expfef-

fions, and mentions that fudden tranficion from one perfon to another, ofwhich
*

the poets and orators have left us fome fine examples. It may, however, be re-

marked, that as this figure is infinitely violent and abrupt, it is fuitableoaly to

the ftrongeft paffions, and therefore commonly fuits better the poet'^ heroes,

• Longin. C. xxvi. p. 152. f Longin. C. xxiii, p. 114.

J Longin. Cxxii. p. ^42. notafq. Toll, io loc.

VOL. II..
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than himfelf. Longinus then proceeds to the periphrafis, and gives fome very

fcnfible rules about it. However, he has forgotten to obferve, that though,

when well employed, this figure gives light and grace to a difcourfe; yet in

itlelf it is an enemy to the fublime, of which a concife expreffion is always

the bell vehicle. If we inquire into the reafon of it, we niufl fay, that it

prefents the idea at once, gives as little as poffible to the tedioufnefs and

deficiencies of language, and comes the neareft to the operations of thought

In the thirtieth chapter, he enters upon the choice of words, which he has

laid down as the fourth fource of the fublime. There appears to be here a

confiderable chafm.

0(5t. 20th.]—I read Longinus, chapters thirty-one, thirty-two, and thirty-

three, p. i68— 186. The thirty-firft feems to be very defeftive; however we

fee that he proves that the common expreflions, when introduced properly, have

often more ftrength and meaning than more elaborate ones. I believe his pofi-

tion juft,and his examples from Herodotus explain his meaning very well; but I

think that from Demofthenes ill chofen. The idea is indeed very idiotic,

but it is exprelTcd by a very uncommon and metaphorical word. The

thirty-fccond chapter treats of the multiplicity of metaphors, for which

Longinus is a great advocate, and admires very much a laboured defcrip-

tion of the human body by Plato. I wilh I could admire it too. However,

as Plato has certainly faults, our critic examines in the twenty-third chapter,

which is preferable, a fublimicy often faulty, or an unblamable mediocrity.

He treats his fubjeft with an eloquent and becoming enthufiafm. His deci-

fion is that of a man of tafte. I likewife read a Letter of Pliny on the

fame fubjedl, L. ix. Ep. 26; which is full of very pretty thoughts and

expreflions. 1 am of the fame opinion with both thefe great writers; but

think neither of them has gone deep enough. I take the reafon to be, not

that we are more ftrongly afrecled with beauties, but that we are longer fo:

the pleafure we feel in the fenfation prolongs it, by making us dwell upon it

with fatisfaftionj whereas the difguft we conceive from faults fhortens the

fenfation, by cauljng us to call off our attention immediately. There are,

befide?, two other collateral reafons, but I take, this to be the principal, and

I mud not write difTertations in my journal.

2,1ft.]—Laft night, when in bed, I was thinking of a diflertation of M.
de la Nauze, upon the Roman calendar ; which I read laft year *. This led

• V. Journal, Augnll 25 and 26, 1761.

me
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me to confidcr what was the Greek, and finding myfelf very ignorant of it,

I determined to read a fliort, but very excellent abflrad of Mr. Dodwelli^

book de Cyclis, by the famous Dr. Halley *. It is only twenty-five pages;

but as I meditated it thoroughly, and verified all the calculations, it was a

very good morning's work. The cycle of Meton had for its objefl, to re-

concile the courfe of the fun with that of the moon, which it accompHHies

in a cycle of 19 folar years, 235 lunar months, and 6940 days. The years

fhould be regularly twelve months, and the months tliirty days ; but as the

firft would not be enough, it is neceflary to add feven me>ifes embolmi in the

third, fifth, eighth, eleventh, thirteenth, fixteenth, and nineteenth years of

the cycle; and as the fecond would be too much, 1 10 months are cavi, or

of 29 days only, which is determined by leaving out every fixty-fourth day.

The firft cycle begins with July 15th, Ant. Chr. 432 f. To reduce them

to the Julian account, you muft obferve the following rule. Colle6l the

number of months elapfed fince the beginning of the period \ multiply them

by 30; add the number of days elapfed in the current month; divide the

whole number by 64; fubftraft the quotient from it; add as many times

6940 as there have been complete cycles, with the conftant number 196,

and you have the whole number of days elapfed fince the ift January, Ant.

Chr. 434; which number you may eafily reduce into Julian years, months,

and days. This diflertation gives me a very clear, and, I believe, a very

true notion of Meton's Attic year. As to that of Calippus, it was only

a reformation of that of Meton, who had reckoned the folar year too lon<»

by about one feventy-fixth of a day ; to obviate which, he added another

dies exemplilis; but as it is at the end of his period of 76 years, we need

pay no attention to it in our calculations: otherwife it is the fame months

regular and embolimi, and the fame dies exemplilis. We muft only obferve

two differences in our redufhions of it. i. That inftead of 196 days to be

added, there are 552 always to be fubftrafted, being the number of days

between the ift July, Ant. Chr. 330, when the cycle begins, and January

ift, 328, being the firft after BifTextile. Indeed, to perform the reductions

exaftly, we ought to have all our dates in olympiads or archontats, compared
with years of the cycles ; but if we meet with any modern author who
reckons by Julian years anticipated, we may venture (after fubftradiing his

* At the end of the fecond volume of the Life of Mr. Dodwell. Lo/it/oa, 1715.

t It was the !\t& after the Biffextile.

w 2 number
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number from 432*) to look upon the laft year of it as complete, if the date

^1 into the fix lirft Attic months, or as commenced only into one of the

laft fix. Should we be miftaken, which may happen, our calculation itfeif

will difcover our error. I fay the fame of the cycle of Calippus. a. In

the laft mentioned cycle we need attend only to the current one, and pay no

attention to thofe that are complete, as every cycle anfwers exaftly to 7S

Julian years. I cannot fay I received the fame fatisfaftion as to the Mace-

donian calendar. Far from being fupported by the necefl"ary proofs, Mr.

Dodwell's opinion is not even clearly laid down. Dr. Halley owns himfelf,

that there are great difputes about the order of their months, and the time

when their year began. I know, befides, that there is another very preva-

lent fyftem of Archbifliop Ufher, who makes the Macedonian year not

luni-folar, but folar. I muft, therefore, fufpend my judgment till I have

feen Mr. Dodwell de CycUs, and Ujher de Veteri anno Macedonum et Afiano-

rtmfolari. As to the Roman year, M. de la Nauze is ftill my mafter.

Oftober ajd.]—Continuing my ftudy and meditation of the Greek ca-

lendar, I refolved to verify fome remarkable date. I immediately recol-

ledled the battle of Arbela, which, according to Plutarch, was fought

eleven days after a total eclipfe of the moon, tliat happened on the 14th of

the month Basdremion. This eclipfe anfwers to the 20th of September,

Ant. Chr. 331. The battle was fought, therefore, the ift of Oflober.

Now, according to Mr. Dodwell's fyftem, the 25th of B^dremion anfwers

exa6i:ly to that day. This is a ftrong prefumption in its favour. The cal-

culation, though fure, is however fo tedious, that I wifti fome way could be

thought of to fhorten it. I could conftrud a table, in which, marking the

olympiads, the archontats, the years of the cycle, and the month and

day of the Julian, the beginning of each anfwers to ... . The dies exemplilis

would be the moft troublefome, as being not fixed to any months or years,

but running regularly through the cycle. However, by fome trials I made,

I fcTund I could manage them.

C4th.]— I readLonginus, chapters thirty-four, thirty-five, thirty-fix, thirty-

feven, thirty-eight, thirty-nine, forty, and forty-one, p. 186—222. Our author

continues his comparifon of the fubUme often faulty, and the mediocrity always

irreprehenfible, in the three firft. His chara6ters of Hyperides and Demofthe-

nes are finely marked. Fie expatiates with pleafure on the various merits ofHy-

If he reckous by years before Chrift, the redudion would be very eafy.

perides.
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perides, and diitinguifhes them by epithets alwaysjuftand always different, which

difplay both his own penetration, and the accurate fertiHty of the language in

which he wrote; but all thefe encomiums are only garlands, which make him a

viftim worthier the objedt of his divinity, Demofthenes; who, inferior in every

other refpeifl to Hyperides, furpafles him infinitely by thofe fublime and terrible

beauties with which his writings abound. This chapter gives perhaps a

clearer idea of the fublime than any other in Longinus ; fince it is not only

diftinguiflied from the faults which are contrary to, but likewife from the.'

beauties which are different from it. But ftill this is not enough. I wifh

that I had time to explain the fine poetical comparifons of the thirty-fifth

chapter, and to give a better reafon than Longinus does, why the rule, that

greatnefs is preferable to exaftnefs, does not hold good in fculpture as well-

as in poetry. In the thirty- feventh I agree with Le Fevre and Dacier, that

the common reading of Herodotus is highly abfurd; but if Longinus could

praife that abfurdity, why might not Herodotus write it? In the thirty-

eighth chapter he enters upon his fifth fource of the fublime, the arrange-

mentof words. We fee fomething, though a fmall part, of the attention which

the Greeks paid to the harmony of their periods. That not fatisfied with

the judgment of the ear, they had eftablifhed for profe a meafure of dac-

tyles and fpondees, lefs exad, but more varied than in verfe ; by which,

without confining themfelves to the precife form of {ttty they could render

the whole period abrupt or flowing, flow or precipitate. In the fortieth and

forty-firfl he blames the affedation of giving every period the fame cadence ^

or of making the periods too fliort, and disjointed from each other.

Oftober 25th.]—I read Cicero in Orator. C 62—66, in relation to the

harmony of profe. Although the Latin tongue was not perhaps fo fuf-

ceptible of it as the Greek, yet we may difcover how attentive the Romans,
were to it. The end was to give to profe an harmony equivalent, but not fimi-

lar to verfe. The means employed were, i. To confider fyllables abflrradled

from feet, and to make long or fhort ones prevail in a period in the decree

and manner they chofe. Thus, in the famous paflJage of Demofthenes, we

hear the found of dadyles, or of fomething flill more rapid;, fince out of

twenty-nine fyllables, twenty-one are Ihort. 2. The ancient metre has this-

advantage over ours, that in modern tongues the liarmony confifl:s only in

the compofition of a verfe, or at leafl: of a' bemiftichei whereas, if you take

an ancient verfe to pieces, the feet of which it is compofcd give you, by

dicir peculiar and diftinft harmony, disje£fa membra pet^. The great va-

riety.
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riety of thefe feet furnifhed tlie orators with innumerable ways of harmo-

nizing their periods, without ever deviating into verfe. I likewife read LonginuSy

chapters forty-t\voandforty-three,whichfinilhedhim.Theforty-fecond contains

fome examples of fine defcriptions,degradcd by one or twolow words. In the laft

chapter of this frnall, but valuable treatifc, Longinus examines the reafon why

no fublime writers were to be found in his age. He treats this queftion (which,

taken in the utmoft latitude, is perhaps a Gordian knot) with more elo-

quence than accuracy. It is, however, worth remarking, that he ftill con-'

tinues to enforce his precept by his example. He appears pretty plainly to

have been of opinion, that the true fublime, cfpeciaily in eloquence, could

never belong to (laves; and that it could be found only in geniufes nurfed

under a popular government, whofe writings breathed the fame liberty as

their aftions. Thefe ideas are noble, and perhaps true ; but they were too

harlh for the court of Palmyra. Longinus was forced to enervate them,

not only by the term AixaioTaT*;, which he takes care to apply twice to the

prefent defpotifm ; but by employing the ftale pretence of putting his own

thoughts into the mouth of a namelefs philofopher. I read on the fame

queftion Seneca, Efiji. cxiv. -p. 646—65 1; Edit. Lip/, apud Plantin. He
confiders it in another, and, I think, a better light than Longinus. Both

attribute the decay of tafte to luxury and its attendant vicesj but the Greek

confidering them almoft as paflive, thinks that they only extinguifh all emula-

tion and application ; while the Roman looks upon them as very aiSlive, by ac-

cuftoming our tafte to relifli only the tricks of novelty and affecftation, and

to defpife genuine and fimple eloquence. The charafier of Mscenas is a

fine caricature. How different is he from the Maecenas of Virgil and

Horace. As to Longinus in general, after what I have obfcrved upon

almoft every chapter, I have httle left to fay. It is certainly a fine perform-

ance; the ftyle is faulty only by being rather too poetical for a didadic work.

In general, I fhould adopt moft of his decifions; only I think that for want

of having a clear idea of the fublime, he has fometimes blamed paflages for

being deficient in that refpeft, or praifed them for excelling in it, whofe

nature and defign neither had, nor required, that kind of beauty. I could

likewife have wifhed that Longinus had not always confined himfelf to

iinf^le paflages, but had pointed out that fubhme which refults from the

choice and general difpofition of a fubjefl. I think that Longinus (hews

real tafte and genius, by his indulgence in the fallies of a warm imagination,

I and
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and by his feverity to the prettinefles of the art; though, like moft men of

genius whopoflcfs mc: force arxl elevation than delicacy, he may fometimes

have confounded refinement and afFed:ation. As to his commentators, Lang-

baenius is oftentatioufly pedantic, and learnedly abfurd ; Le Fevre is, as ufual,

vain, bold, and ingenious ; the notes of Tollius are full of tafte, good

criticifm, and real erudition. There are a number of corrupted pafTages in

Longinus, which, by the help of manufcripts, or from his own conjectures,

he has reftored extremely well.

Odlober 26th.]— I intended to have compofed a long abftradt of that Greek

Life of Homer, which I finifhed September the fourth, andadlually wrote a

page of it ; but other things intervening, I went no further. As it is now too

late, I (hall take this occafion of giving a /hort account of it. Its title is

improper enough ; after an hiftory of Homer, comprized in a few lines,

and full of blunders, the author proceeds to his main dcfign, which was to

Ihew that there was no art or fcience of which Homer was not the father and

kid the foundations; a dcfign which proves the exceffive veneration of the

Greeks ftill better than the temples they erefted to him. To fupport fo

vain an argument, much fophiftry and falfe reafoning was neceflary. The

following are fome fpecimens of them which ftruck me. i. It is almofl;

impolTible to follow him through his innumerable divifions and fubJivilions,

which, inftead of eafing our attention, and fixing our memory, perplex the

one, and overburthen the other. This is a fufHcient inconvenience in this

method, but another infinitely greater refults from it. Thofe divifions,

by treating every minute part of a fubjedt feparately, often pafs over the

moft eflential notions of it, becaufe they are common to the whole. Nay,

as they are commonly the work of a trifling genius, they are fometimes founded ^

only upon fome very trivial and acccflijry ideas, without ever reaching the fun-

damentalprinciples. Thu?, when our critic wants to prove Homer an hiftorian,

he accurately divides the requifites of hiftory into the mention of perfon,

caufe, place, time, inftrument, pafllon, aftion, and manner; proves that in

fome part of his works the poet mentions each of thefe, and then very ac-

curately concludes that he was an hiftorian. What a minute divifion of hiftory,

.

which forgets all the moft important parts of it, accuracy, impartiality, and

an hundred more* ! 2. To prove Homer's knowledge univerfal, he is

forced, in feveral fcicnces, to inftance things hardly above the rank of felf-

t

• Vk. Homer, p. 315—318..

cvideot

.
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evident ideas, with which no peafant in a civilized country is unacquaimed.

Thus he is the father of arithmetic, becaufe by faying that fifty men

"uardcd each of the thoufand Trojan fires, he does not compute himfelf,

•but furnilhcs the occafion of computing the Trojan army at fifty thoufand

men *. 3. One would think it fufficient for Homer's honour, to have been

the father of all known truth; and that it was rather lowering, than raifing

his charadler, to make him acquainted with all the opinions of latter ages,

however extravagant or contradiftory to one another. The fyftem of

Thales, who makes water the univerfal principle; that of Xenophanes, who

to water adds earth ; and the general opinion which acknowledges four ele-

ments, are all borrowed from Homer f; though to have alTerted all thefe

oppofite principles, implies more learning than judgtnent. Indeed, when

he fpeaks of the Stoics and Peripatetics, he faves the contradiftion very

in<^enioufly. Homer was acquainted with both fyftems; but he looked upon

the firft as more exalted and conformable to realbn; on the latter, as more

prafticable, and conformable to experience ;{:. 4. When the plain text of

Homer appears abfurd, or at lead furnirties no proofs of fcience, he had

recourfe to the allegorical fenfe, where he difcovers a thoufand myfteries §.

I cannot here explain my fentiments on that head, nor illuftrate and enforce

a diftindion which has not been enough attended to, viz. of what was alle-

gory to Homer, and what was indeed allegory in its origin, but, through

various mixtures and length of time, appeared then in a quite different Ihape.

I have the lefs occafion to do it here, as my author is much foberer on this

head, than many odiers of the antients; feme of whom (Heraclides for

inftance) have written whole books upon Homer's allegories. 5. My au-

thor, like many of the antients, is very fond of drawing philofophical con-

clufions from a refemblance of words and fanciful etymologies.; a method

which, with reafon, would give one a poor opinion of their logic. Thus

our author, from the refemblance of Asjua,- and Afo-fici;, would infer that

Homer looked upon the foul as fhackled and imprifoned by the body||,

without ever confidering that fuch grammatical conjedlures want proof tlieni-

felves, inftead of being able to furnifh it to other pofitions. Indeed it is

-more cxcufable to employ fuch arguments for the exiftence, than for the

• Vit. Homer, p. 360.

X p. 352—354.

I! jp-a-p-

f Vit. Homer, p. 324.

S p. 325—330.

truth
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truth of an opinion. 6. Thefe two lafl: faults are common to him with

many; his reafonings about numbers are more peculiar to him. Fie runs,

and carries Homer with him, into all the Pythagorean whimfies'*, the per-

feftions of the movade and odd numbers, and the imperfedions oF the duade

and even ones. He quotes feveral paflages of Homer where the mancde is

praifed, fuch ns the Ei? y.-npixvo; nn:, without once inquiring whether it is

praifed for an abfolu^ or for a relative merit. Notwichftanding thefe cri-

ticifms, I am far from defpifing this Life of Homer. The author was a

man of much fubtilty and ingenuity ; fo that you are often pleafed witli the

imagination, though you defpife the reafoning. Nay, the reafoning is often

more the vice of his fubjefl than his own. When he treats of thofe arts

of which Homer was really a mafter, language, rhetoric, and morality,

he is very folid and inftrudive. You find many nice obfeivations con-

cerning Homer's ftyle, his ufe of the various Greek dialefts, his deviations

from the common rules of grammar, and the different figures he employs.

One that ftruck me relates to the genders. He often, for the fake either

of metre, or energy, employs a mafculine epithet to a feminine fubftantive

;

but it is only fpeaking of thefe qualities of the mind which are of no fex,

or if of any, which appertain rather to the male, fuch as jtAulof l-n-Trcixu-nx f

.

In treating of Homer's rhetoric, he explains very well the artifice of the

fpeeches of the fecond Iliad ; the various eloquence of the ambafladors to

Achilles, and the gradations by which he gave way to them ;{:. So much

for the original. The editor was mighty negligent in not diftinguifliing

properly Homer's verfes from the profe, which is full of them, and not

referring us to the places where they are to be found. The tranflator, wh.om

I can fcarcely believe to be Dr. Gale, has committed numberlefs blunders,

I fhall mention a curious one. He tranflates this verfe of Homer,

'Aps/Eiok, rodifov Tf, irviiv T'nnMopx xaVfiov, OdylT. A. IJO,

by Arietem forcorum cuftodem %. Befides the nonfenfe of the exprefTiOii,

and the abfurdity of making one animal only, where grammar and the

fenfe of his author required three ; need I quote Conftantine and Pollux to

fhew that ETriSjilepa; fignifies qfcenforem, and is metaphorically applied to the

copulation of animals 1|
? Why not tranflate it at once,

Agnum, et taurum,' fuifque afcenforem aprum.

* Vit. Homer, p. 358—360. t Vit. Homer, p. 303.

J p. 371—377. § p. 359.

II
Cendant, in Voc, Jul. Poll. Onomaftic. 1. v. c. 15. p. 92.

vol, II, N Odtobcr
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October 29th.]— I read Tollius's Guflus Animad-jerfionum Criticarum, at the

end ofLonginiis, p. 348—360. 1 cannot lay that they any ways anfwered my ex-

peclation. Tolliiis was not equal to fuch critical parallels as they are dcfigned

tor, between fonie of the antient writers. The firft is between a paflage

of Pindar and another of Horace. It refults from his laborious inquiry,

that the Greek tongue is more harmonious than the Latin. The fecond,

between Theocritus and Virgil, teaches me, i. That among the antienrs,

prefenting or throwing apples was cuilomary between lovers. 2. That

Virgil is far inferior to the Greek poet, fince his Polyphemus boafts of

having milk only all the year, whereas the Cyclop of Theocritus boafts that

he has both milk and cheele. The third is between Apollonius and Ovid.

As the Greeks are always to have the advantage and Ovid is very open

• to critlcifm, Tollius talks rather more to the purpofe.

30ih.]— I read Tollius, p. 360—371. A comparifon between Virgil

and a little poem of Petronius. Very bad indeed. However, I muft now

go through thefe comparifons.

31ft.]—I went to church, heard a pretty good fermon from Mr. L. . »

and read the fecond lefibn, the fourth chapter of St. Luke, in Greek.

November ift.]— I read Tollius, p. 371—381, the end. He com-

pares Homer and Virgil as to the manner of Turnus' and Heftor's deaths.

He reafons better than ufual, but did not confider that Hector's not afking

for mercy like Turnus, is no proof of his fuperior courage. Turnus was

nightly wounded ; Heftor mortally. I began to-day, as a natural fupple-

raent to Longinus, a philofophical inquiry into the nature of our ideas of

the fublime and beautiful, and read the Introdudlion upon Tafte, p. i—4c,

which, like all other refearches into our primary ideas, is rather

loofe and unfatisfadlory. The divifion, however, of the paffive imprelTion

which is common to all men, and relates chiefly to pofitive beauty or faulti-

nefs, and the aftive judgment which is founded on knowledge,. and exercifed

moftly on comparifon, pleafed me ; perhaps becaufe very like an idea of

my own.

2d.]—I read die Enquiry, p, 40

—

^c,, which comprizes the firft part. The
author's objccft is to clafs our various pafilons and fenfations, and to inveftigate

our affeftions, in order to difcover how we are and ought to be afTefted.

All thofe of the mind he refers to two claffes j—felf-prefervation and fociety.

The former renders us fenfible of pain and terror i the latter, in their various

branchesj
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branches, (of fympathy, imitation, and terror,) of pleafure, love, and joy.

Their nature is eternally diftinftj and they never can run into one

another. This naturally leads Mr. Burke to deny that the privation of

pleafure ever produces pofitive pain j and vice verfd, the fenfation produced

by the abfence of pain he calls delight, a folemn, awful feeling, very different

from pofitive pleafure.

November 4th.]— I finidied the Enquiry, which contains in all 342 pages.

The author wiites with ingenuity, perfpicuity, and candour. His reigning prin-

ciples are, thaL pain, v/hcn abfent, and moderated to terror, is productive

of that folemn delight which forms the beauty of the fublime ;• this idea he

purfues through its various fhapes of immenfity either of time or placc^

power, darkncfs, &c. It is furprizing how much Longinus and Mr. Burke

differ as to their idea of the operations of the fublime in our minds. The
one confiders it as exalting us with a confcious pride and courage, and the

other as aftonifliing every faculty, and deprefTing the foul itfelf with terror

and amazement. If it fhould be found that the fublime produces this double,

and feemingly contrary effeft ; we mull look out for fome more general

principles which may account for it, though we may adopt ftill many parti-

.cular materials and obfervations of both writers in the inveftigation of it.

Such is Mr. Burke's fyftem of the fublime : his notion of the beautiful is,

that it is produced by whatever gives us pleafure. Perhaps his idea, con-

fined as it is to the pleafures of fenfe, (heightened indeed by the ima-

gination,) is yet too general. What connection can he difcover between the

pleafures of the tafte and the idea of beautiful ? However, he thinks, (and

I believe with reafon,) that any thing, to appear beautiful either to the fight

or touch, muft convey to the fenfe an idea of foftnefs and gradual variation,

and to the imagination thofe of gentlenefs, delicacy, and even fragility.

The ideas of beauty being in the leaft founded on thofe of order, propor-

tion, or utility, he entirely explodes. I cannot help obferving here, that

in fpeaking of any thing beautiful, we confider the figure as fo efi"ential to

it as not to be altered without changing the nature of it ; and the colour as

an acceffory quality which may be varied at pleafure :—a proof that fome-

tiraes common feelings are conformable to philofophical fpeculations, wliere

we fhould the leaft expeft it. Mr. Burke employs his laft part in confiuer-

ing words as the figns of ideas. He remarks that they do not commonly,

when pronounced, call up in the mind a picl;ire of the idea -for which they

N ? ftandj
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ftand; and.that conftquently in poetry or eloquenre we are as often affefted

by the words themfelves, as by clear images of what they are defigned to re-

preient. I began to-day Ubbo Emmius' Geographical Defcription of Greece,

(which will be very ufcful for all my Greek authors, but particularly for the

Odyfley,) and read p. i— 18.

November 5th.]—I read Emmius, p. i8—40.

6th.]— I read Emmius, p. 40—45.

7th.]— I read Emmius, p. 45— 54,

8ch.]—I read Emmius, p. 54— 194, the end. It is a fhort, and confe-

quendy a d/y abridgment ; but it is concife,, clear, and exact. It contri-

buted a good deal to confirm me in the contemptible idea I always enter-

tained of Cellarius. i. In comparing this abridgement with the fingle map

of Grecia Propria, I found above 130 places omitted in Cellarius, and

among them fome of fuch note as Tirins, Helos, Ithome, Pifa, the

province of Acarnania, and the valley of Tempe. What would it have

been had I entered into the minute detail of any one region ?

lyth.]—I read Les Ohjervations de I'Abbe de Mahlyfur les Grecs. They

are not ill written ; but I think a capital fault of them is, attributing more

confequences to die particular charafters of men, often ill-drawn, than to

the general manners, charafter, and fituation of nations.

joth.]—I began the Odyfley of Homer, and read L. i. p. 444, the end.

December ift.]—I read the Odyfley, L. ii. V. i— 128.

2d.]—I read the Odyfley, L. ii. V. 128—434, the end.

3d.]—I read Potter's Greek Antiquities, V. ii. p. 120— 160, where he

treats of the naval affairs of the Greeks, in order to underftand'the voyages

of Telemachus. As, while I was reading, I faw from my window fome of

the fineft fliips in the world, I could not very much admire the fmall barks,

with a maft occafionally fet up and taken down, which they run afliore every

night. 4
5th.]—I read the Odyflfey, L. iii. V. 1—497, the end, and finifhcd fome

new Journals, the Bibliotheque des Sciences et Belles Lettres, from April to

September 1762, and the 'Journal des Savans combine avec les Memoires de

'Trevoux, from June to September. There is a curious Diflertation of Mr.

Beyer upon the Atlantic Ifland of Plato. He pretends it is Judea. Some

circumfl;ances and etymologies are as ufual favourable to him, others totally

oppofite. However, calling in allegory and romance to fupport allegory

I and
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and romance, he feems to think he has entirely confounded the Infidels.

The other is the Voy-ige of M. Anquetil du Perron to the Eaft Indies,

with the fole view of lludying the language and religion of the antient

Persees. He is jiift returned to France, with a prodigious number of

manufcripts, which may perhaps throw fome light upon one of the moft

obfcure but moft curious branches of antient hiftory.

December 6th.]—I read Potter's Antiquities, vol. ii. p. 209—237, in re-

lation to the facrifice offered by Neftor, and fo exaflly defcribed by Homer.

1 2th.]— I had borrowed of M. B . . . . a French Moral and Political

Romance of the Abbe Teraflbn, called Sethos. The beginning is fine, the

defcription of the manners of the court of Memphis is worthy of Tacitus j

and the fyftem of the Egyptian initiation is a very happy thought: but,

unluckily, the intereft of the piece gradually diminifhes in every book, till

.

you arrive at the cataftrophe, which is very cold and unnatural. As to the

ftyle, it is pure and elegant, fcarcely ever elevated, and never animated.

The Abbe Teraflbn had too mathematical a head to excel in the language

of defcription, and too ftoic a heart to Ihine in that of the pafllons. His

feelings, however, are juft, though not warm : the whole work breathes a

fpirit of virtue and humanity, which renders it very amiable.

93
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1763. A pre's avoir quitte I'Angleterre, il eft aflez naturel que j'en

revner. quitte la langue. Les ideas ont produit les mocsj et j'aurois

fouvent autant de peine ii rendre en Anglois les ufages du Continent, que

j'aurois eu de difficulte a bien exprimer en Franc^ois les moeurs Angloifes, et

les petits evenemens de notre milice. Plutot que de recourir a des peri-

phrafes ennuyeufes, ou a des tradudions imparfaites; il vaut mieux employer

tout uniment la langue du pays.

Mais il faut renoncer a ce journal fuivi et detaille, dont I'idee avolt flatte

mon efprit, mais dont I'execution auroit trop gene ma parefle, pour me

.permettre de le continuer. Je I'avois difcontinue pendant quelques jours

;

il etoit fi facile de reparer cette petite negligence ! ces jours devinrent infen-

Jiblemeat des femaines. L'ouvrage m'efFrayoit en s'augmentant. Je per-

dois en vains regrets le terns qui etoit encore en mon pouvoir. Aujourd'hui,

qu'il me faudroit ecrire I'hiftoire de Cx mois, la railbn m'ordonne de n'y

plus fonger.

Mais

EXTRACTS frovi my J O U R N A L.

1763. TTaving left England, it is fit that I (hould leave off Englifli. Ideas

February. A A
(.^eate words; and there would be as much difficulty in exprelTing

continental cuftoms in good Englifh, as there would be in defcribing in pure French

the manners of England, and the minute tranfactions of our regiment of militia.

Inftead of being obliged to write an imperfe(3: tranflation, or a tirefome paraphrafe,

it is better at once to have recourfe to the language of the country.

But I mud renounce the defign of a regular and minute journal, of which I flat-

"tered myfelf with the plan, but of which I Ihould find the conftraint too great on

my natural lazinefs, to continue the executioru I had interrupted my labours for a

few days ; this little negligence might be fo eaCly repaired ! but thefe days have im-

perceptibly become weeks. The more I had to do, I was the more reludaiu to begin

the work. The time dill left to me was fpent in ufclefs regret ; and now that I oughi

to write my hiftory for fix months, reafon tells me that I muft no longer think of the

undertaking.
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Mais cette meme railbn ne veut point que je neglige enticrement la parde-,

peut-etre la plus curieufe de ma vie. Je vais rafTembler plutoc felon I'ordre

des matieres, que fous celui du terns, les idees nouvelles que j'ai acquifes

pendant mon fejour a Paris. EUes fe diftribuent naturellement fous quatrc

chefs : i . Les chofes qui me font perfonelles, mon oeconomie, mes liai-

fons, et mes amis. 2. L'etat de la litterature en France, les gens de lettres,

les academies, et le theatre. 3. Des obfervations detachces, militaires, po-

litiques, et morales. 4. Les bacimens et les ouvrages de I'art.—Je laif-

ferai cependant fubfifter quelques pages de mon journal, ecrites dans

le terns meme j—entreprife vaine : je I'abandonnai I'inftant apres I'avoir

commence.

A Laufanne, Aout 17, 1763.]—J'ai ecrit quelque chofe de mon difcours

fur les anciens peuples de I'ltalie. C'eft bien peu pour une matinee entierc

paflee a la campagne; mais depuis quelque tems je ne fais plus rien. Les

petites diffipations de la ville, le tumulte de Mefery, etles changemens jour-

naliers de I'une a I'autre, me donnent plus de diftradions a Laufanne, que

je n'en ai jamais trouve a Londres, ou a Paris. II faut fe remettre au travail.

18.]—J'ai lu la troifteme Satyre de Juvenal, v. 1—322. Que le debut

eft bien choifi! Le bon Umbricius s'arrete dans le bois d'Egcrie dans

ce

But the fame reafon enjoins me not entirely to negle£t the mofli curious occur-

rences, perhaps, of my whole life. I fhall collect, therefore, not in the order of tjaie,

but according to the diftribution of fubjedVs, the new ideas which I acquired during

my refidence-in Paris. Thefe fubje£l:s may be arranged under the following heads

;

1. Wy own perfonal concerns; expences, connections, friends. 2. The (late of

literature in France, the men of letters, academies, theatres. 3. Detaclied obferva»

tions; military, political, and moral. 4. The public buildings and M'orks of art

I will allow, however, fome pages of my journal, which were written at the time,

to remain in their original ftate ;—a vain undertaking, foifaken almoft as foon as

begun.

Laufanne, Auguft 17th, 1763.]—I wrote a fmall part of my difcourfe on the

ancient nations of Italy •, fmall indeed, for a whole morning fpcnt in tlic country.

But of late I fcarcely do any thing. INIy trifling avocations in town, tlie continual

buftle at Mefery, and the frequent removals from the one to the other, produce

greater diftradlion of thought at Laufanne, tlian I ever experienced in London or

Paris. I muft ferioufly refume my labours.

18.]—I read the third Safire of Juvenal, confiiting of three hundred and

twenty-two verfes. How judicioufly does it fet out! The honell Umbricius ftops-

in the wood of Egeria, a facred monument of the primitive Romans, but then

3, inhabited
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ce monument facre des premiers Remains, polTede alors par de mife-

rables Juifs, pour fe plaindre a ce legiflateur, du luxe et des moeurs

etranocres, qui avoient inonde cette patrie, qu'il avoit formee par fes loix

et par fa religion. Le caraftere bas, mais maladroit, de fes Concitoyens,

oppofe a I'art et a la fouplefle de ces ecrangers qui fe faifoient efclaves pour

devenir maitres, eft un contrafte acheve. J'aurois voulu qu'apres des ta-

bleaux aufli beaux, Juvenal ne fe fut pas rabattu fur de petits enibarras, fur

]es defordres communs a toutes les grandes villes, et qui ne comportent pas

rindignation fcrieufe qu'il leur temoigne

' Aout 20.]—J'ai lu la quatrieme Satyre de Juvenal., pour la premiere fbis,

24.]—J'ai lu la quatrieme Satyre de, Juvenal, v. i— 154, pour la feconde

fois. Le confeil de Domitien eft peut-etre le morceau de fatyre le plus

frappant de toute I'antiquite. Le fujet convenoit parfaitement au genie du

poete; cette indignadon ferieufe, cette energie d'expreffion, qu'il prodigue

quelquefois un peu Icgerement, eft ici a fa place, et f^ir palfer dans I'ame

du lefteur I'horreur pour le tyran, et pour les Romains, le mcpris qu'ils

meritent fi bien. Malheureufement ce morceau n'eft point acheve. Apres

avoir decrit fes principaux confeillers avec la plume de Salufte, au moment

de les mettre en jeu, le principal afteur difparoit, le feu du poete s'eteint, et

la

inhabited by wretched Jews, to complain to Numa of the luxury of foreign man-

ners, which had overflowed a nation whom he had inftrudled in laws and re-

ligion. The awkward meanncfs of the Romans, oppofed to the addrefs and fupple-

nefs of the Gre'eks, who made themfelves flaves to become mafters, forms a ftriking

contraft. After fuch a beautiful pifture, Juvenal, I think, would have done better

not to have dwelt fo long on the little inconveniences and diforders common to all

great cities, and which are unworthy of exciting the fevioas indignation which he

exprefles againft them.

Augufl; 20. j— I read, for the firft time, the fourth Satire of Juvenal.

24.]—I read the fourth Satire of Juvenal, confifting of one hundred and fifty-four

verfes, for the fecrnd time. The council of Domitian is, perhaps, the moft ftriking

paflage of fatire to be met with in any ancient author. This fubjedT: perfedlly fuited

our poet's genius ; that ferioufnefs of indignation, and that energy of expreffion of

which he is fometimes too lavilh, are here in their proper place--, and they forcibly

imprefs on the reader's mind that deteftation for the tyrant, and contempt for the

Romans, which both fo richly merited. Unfortunately this piece is left unfiniflied.

After having defcribed the principal counfellors with the pen of Salluft, the very mo-

ment they ought to begin their deliberation, the principal perfonage difappears, the

poet's
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4a fin de I'aiflion eft etranglee. J'ai lu auffi la cinqtdcme Satyre, v. i— 173,

«eux foi-s. Qiie Ics Roniains etoient groffiers parmi tout leur luxe ! Le

iinancier ie plus infolent n'oferoit pas aujourd'hui faire toutes ces diftinflions

Jiumiliantes entre Tes convives. A Rome, I'elegant Pline fe fait prefqu'un

.mcrite d!en avoir ete revoke *. Que les caradleres d'Horace et de Juvenal

etoient differens ! Fils d'afFranchis tous les deux, celui-ci ne favoit point

flcchir devant le fot orgueil des grands, pendant que celui-la les en guerif-

-ibit, et vivoit avec eux, nhn en parafite, mais en ami.

Aout 25.]—J'ai lu, pour la premiere fois, lafixihne Satyre de Juvenal, v.

I'—.660. J'ai aufTi acheve le troifieme tome de la Bibliotheque Raifonnee. II

contient plufieurs ouv rages excellens; tels que le Syjieme Intelle£tuel de Cud-

'morihi tfadidt far Moflieim f ; VAlcoran de Sale, et les Hijiaires critiques du

Manicheijme, et de la Monarchie Fratifoi/e, par M. de Beaufobre et I'Abbe

Dubos. Ces extraits font un peu fuperficiels; mais I'HiJloire du Droit Ro-

maic, par M. Heineccius, eft tres interefiante pour un homme, qui ne

s'embarrafle de lajurifprudence que par rapport a la litteracure.

t La traduflion parolt reraporter fur Toriginal.

Aout

9J

poet's fjre extinguiflies, and the end of the piece is mangle.d. I alfo read, twice, the fifth

fatire, confiding of one hundred and feventy-three verfes. How grofs were the manners
of the Romans amidfl all their luxury ! The mod infolent financier would not now
venture to make fuch humiliating diftiniflions among his guefts. At Rome, the ele-

gant Pliny confiders his being difgufled with them almoft as a merit in himfelf *. How
different were the characters of Horace and Juvenal, although both fons of frcedmen !

The latter difdained to bend to the pride of the great; and the former, while he cured

tliem of that pride, lived with them not as a parafite, but as a friend.

Auguft 25.]— I read, for the firft time, the fixth Satire of Juvenal, confiding of

fix hundred and fixty verfes; and finidied the thirteenth volume of t\\t Bibliotheque

Raifonnee. It contains extra£ts from many excellent works; fuch as CudnvortVs In-

telkElual Syjlem, tranjlated by MoJheitn\; Sale's Alcoran, \Sfc. Critical Hi/lories of

Manicheifm, and of the French Monarchy, by Mr. Beaufobre and the Abbe Dubos-

Thefe extrafts are rather fuperficial; but the Hijlory of the Roman Law, by Heinec-

cius, is highly intereding; for thofe who confider jurifprudence only in its relation 10

general literature.

» V. Plin. Epift. L. ii. Ep. 6.

f The tranflatlon appears to be fuperior to the original.

VOL. II. o Augud
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Aoiit 26.]—J'ai relu la fixieme Satyre de Juvenal, v. i— 160. Apres avoir

dejeune,. je fuis monte a la bibliotheque, pour confulter un traice de M. dc

Bochat, fur k cuke des Divinites Egyptiennes ii Rome; ciilte dont Juvenal

parle a tout moment. II eft dans le Mercure de Neufchatel dc I'an 1742;

mais je vols qu'il eft tout hypothetique, et d'une hypothefe tres chimerique,

favoir que ce culte a du pafler de I'Egypte en Grece, et de la Grece en

Italic, par les colonies long terns avant Romulus. J'ai conl'ulte le premier

tome de I'Academie des Belles Lettres, f. 140, fur la fignilication du mot

Attonita, dins, Juvenal Satyre, iv. v. 77. M. de Valois I'applique a I'e-

tonnement qui regna dans la capitale, a roccalion de la revoke de L. An-

tonius dans la Bafle Germanie. Cette conjecture eft pofllble. C'eft tout

ce qu'on en peutdire; mais je m'etonne qu'il n'en ait pas tire la feule con-

clufion qui pouvoit la rendre int^reffante. La revoke d'Antonius arriva

I'an de Rome 840 *. La tyrannic et I'extravagance de Domitien etoient

done deja parvenues a leur comble; et les Remains eurent la lachete de

ftipporter ce monftre encore neuf ans. J'ai lu le quatri}me tome de la Bi-

lliotheque Raifonnee. J'y ai trouve Syntagma Differtationiim, i^c. Leipjig.

1733. C'eft un aftez bon recueil de M. Moflieim, qui lent cependant un

peu

Auguft 26.]— I read over again the firft hundred and fixty verfes of the fixth Satire

of Juvenal. After breakfaft I went to the library, to confuk Mr. Bochai's Treatife on

the Worjliip of the Egyptian Divinities at Rome, fo often mentioned by Juvenal. It is

to be found in the Neufchatel Mercury for the year 1742. This treatife is merely

a hypothefis, and that very chimerical; namely, that the worfhlp of thefe divi.

nlties was brought from Egypt to Greece, and from Greece to Italy, by colonies

eflabliflied in that country long before the age of Romulus. I confulted the firft vo-

lume of the Memoirs of the Academy of Belles Lettres, p. 140, concerning the fignifi-

cation of the word " Attonitoe" in the fourth Satire of Juvenal, v. 77. Mr. Valois

applies it to the aftonifliment which prevailed in the capital, in confequence of the

revolt of L. Antonius in Lower Germany. This conjeilure is pofTible, which is all

that can be faid of it. But I am furprized that he has not drawn froni it the only

conclufion that could render it interefting. Antonius's revolt happened in the year of

Rome 840 *. The exceffive tyranny of Domitian had then reached its meridian; yet

the bafenefs of the Romans endured this monfter kill nine years longer. I read the

fourteenth volume of the Bibliotheque Raifonnee. It contains Syntagma Dijferfationiim,

&c. Leipfick, 1733: a good colledlion, by Mofhelm; which, however, favours too

• V. M. de TiUetnont Hill, des Empereurs, torn. ii. p. 39 —edit. fol.

much

I
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peu trop le Theologien, et meme le Theologicn Lutherien. Plinii Eptf-

toU, a Conto, cum notis variorum ; /Imjlel, 1734. C'eft un aflez bon Varic-

rum., Itineraria Vetera a WeJfeUngio ; Amftel. 1735. Edition excellente

d'un des ouvrages les plus utiles que nous ayons, fur la Geographic de I'Em-

pire Remain.

Aoiit 27.]—J'ailu,pour la feconde fois, la ftxihne Satyre de "Juvenal,—tre-

for de tous les traits qu'on a lache contre le fexe depuis feize cens ans. Sa

force, fa varicte, et fon abondance, ne lailTcnt rien a defirer. On pour-

rait fouhaiter feulement de retrancher ces defcriptions trop fideles, qui

cnfeignent le vice en le condamnant. Des malheureux pourront ils ce-

pendant fe fauver de I'infamie, a force de la meriter ? Leur feroit il permis

de cacher leurs exces aux yeux de la pofterite, parcequ'ils en ont comble la

mefure ? On lui a reproche meme ces defcriptions comme une preuve du

plaifir fecret qu'il y goutoit. Mais I'horreur qu'il en temoigne toujours, me
perfuade aflcz, que c'eft la chaleur du genie et de I'indignation, plutot que

cclle de la volupte. Je lui reprocherois bien davantage une malignite de

coeur, que lui fait trouver le vice partout, qu'une depravation de moeurs

qui I'engage a lui pardonner. II confond par tout I'invedtive et la fatire.

Toutes les femmes font coupables, et le font des crimes les plus affreux.

Vous

much of the Theologian, and even of the Lutheran. Plinii Epijiola a Coriio, cum

riciis varion/fn; Amjlel. I734' a very good edition. Itineraria Vetera a Weffelingio

;

Amjiel, 1735: a moft excellent edition of one of the moft ufcful works we have, on

the Geography of tiie Roman Empire.

Auguft 27.]—I read, for the fecond time, the fixth Satire of Juvenal,—the fource

of all the invectives that have for fixteen centuries been accumulated againft the fex.

Nothing can be added to its force, richnefs, and variety; but fome things perhaps

might be retrenched from thofe too faithful defcriptions, which, while they condemn

vice, are apt to infpire vicious paffions. Yet thofe wretches— are they entitled to ef-

cape infamy through the excefs of their guilt ? Ought their profligacy to be concealed

from pofterity, becaufe they carried it to an immeafurable height ? Juvenal lias even

been reproached with gratifying, in fuch defcriptions, the pruriency of his own
fancy. Yet the horror which he uniformly tellifies at the diforders which he def-

cribes, will always perfuade me, that his warmth proceeds, not from the flames of

voluptuoufnefs, but from the fire of indignation and genius. Infbead of a licentiouf-

nefs of morals, which inclined him to pardon vice, I would rather reproach him with

a malignity of heart, which made him think the corruption general. He perpetually

*:onfound5 inveftive with fatire. All women are guilty, and guilty of the moft cnor-

02 -
nious
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Voiis trouvez line Clytemneftre dans chaque rue*. Je fai qu'il n'y a pent-

etre jamais eu de fiecle plus corrompu que celui de Juvenal; que le luxe

enervoit Ics mceurs; que les efclaves et les amphitheatres endurcidoient les

cceursi que la tyrannic avililibit les fentimens, et que la melange de routes

les nations detruilbit tous les principes et tous les carafteres en les con-

fondant. II reftoit, cependant, encore des traces des anciennes vertus des

hommes et des femmes, dignes d'un fiecle meilleur. Confultez un monu-

ment contemporain, les Epiftres de Pline; vous y verrez I'humanite, les

mceurs, I'amourdes talens, qui fubfiftoient dans lafociete de cet aimable Ro-

main. Jamais Juvenal ne fe permet la moindre louange des hommes vertu-

eux f, quand ce ne feroit que pour les faire contraller avec les mechans.

Tous les autres fatiriques, un Horace, un Boileau, un Pope, ont compris

qu'ils devoient ie faire des amis de leurs lefteurs, en fe reprefentant comme

ceux de la vertu et des hommes. Ce font aufii de tous les poetes ceux que

nous aimons le plus. Mais Juvenal paroit detefter les hommes par principe;

ct en leur declarant la guerre, il fe foucie aflcz peu d'acquerir leur amitie.

Cette mifantropie peut a la verite lui donner un nouveau merite pour

notre malignite.

f J'entends de fes contemporains.

Aout

mous crimes. You may find a Clytemneflra in every (Ireet *. I know that there never^

perhaps, was an age more profligate than that of Juvenal; in which morals were

enervated by luxury ; the heart hardened by the inititutions of domeftic flavery and

the amphitheatre; fentiments debafed by the tyranny of government; and every cha-

radlerillic and manly principle fubverted, by the mixture and confufion of nations in

one great city. Yet, there ftill remained many velliges of the ancient virtues; and

women, as well as men, worthy of living in a better age. If we confult Pliny's

Epiftles, a cotemporary monument, vi^e (liall find in the circle of that amiable Roman,

humanity, morals, the love of talents and of merit. Juvenal never allows himfelf to

bellow the fmalleft praife on virtuous characters f, even with the view of rendering the

vicious more ugly by the contraft. All the other fatirills, Horace, Boileau, Pope,

have taken care to recommend themfelves to their readers as the friends of virtue and

of man ; and as fuch, have perhaps, of all poets, mod gained our love. But Juvenal

feems to have a rooted hatred to his fpecies; and, having declared againft them

open war, is totally regardlefs of their friendfliip. This mifanthropy, indeed, muft

render his works peculiarly acceptable to human malignity.

* Juvenal Satlr. vi. v. 655.

t I mean thofe of bis o.vn times.

Auguft
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Aoiic 28.]—J'ailu, deux fois, lajeptieme Satyre de Juvenal. Le poece y

reprefente, avec fa vivacite ordinaire, I'etat de pauvrete et de mepris, dans

lequei fe trouvoient les gens de lettres de fon fiecle. C'eft toujours un fiijet

peu agreable. II eft difficile de rendre refpeftable robjet d'un mepris in-

jiifte, mais general : il eft beaucoup plus facile de rendre aimable un carac-

tcre que la multitude hait fans raifon. D'ailleurs ces plaintes reiterees fur fa

fortune, one mauvaife grace duns la bouche d'un homme de lettres. On

convientqu'il a raifon; mais on y trouve toujours un air de baffeffe et d'avi-

dite, fort oppofe a I'clcvation d'ame qu'on attend de lui. Si I'efprit confifte

. a raflembler des idees, qu'on s'etonne de trouver reunies, fans en etre choque,

le contrafte du poete et du lion merite bien ce nom. Ce trait eft afllnxment

des plus plaifans. J'ai acheve le cinquieme tome de la Bibliotheque Ratfon-

nee. J'y vols nnjecond extrait de I'ouvrage de M. Heineccius, qui roule fur

I'hiftoire du droit Germanique; le fujet eft moins intereflant que celui du

droit Romain, mais il me paroit aufli bien traite : Les Reflexmis Critiques

fur les anciens' peuples, de M. Fourmont I'aine. Parcequ'on fait le Chinois,

faut il debiter des chimeres d'un ton d'oracle? Saturne, Abraham : la grande

divinite des Payens, un Patriarche errant de pays en pays, adore apres fa

mort

Auguft 28.]—I read twice the fcveiith Satire of Juvenal; in which the poet dcf-

cribes, with his ordinary fpirit, the poverty and contempt attending the men of letters

of his times. The fubjecl is always a difagreeable one; fince it is more eafy to render a

character amiable, which happens to be the objeft of public hatred, than to render

thofe refpeftable, who are the obje£fs of a general, though unjuft, contempt: be-

fides, thofe continual complaints refpedling the bad ftate of their fortune, come

with peculiar difadvantage from men of letters. We acknowledge their murmurs to

be juft, but they always ftrike us with an idea of avidity and meannefs, extremely in-

confiftent with the elevation which we expe£l from tliL-ir charafters. If wit confii?s

in finding between ideas, relations that are natural without being obvious, the contraft

of the poet and the lion furely deferves that name; it is one of the wittielt polhble.

I finifhed die fifteenth volume of the Bibliotheque Raifonnee. It contains a fecond

extraiSt from Heineccius, explaining the hiftory of the German law; a fubjecl lefs

interefling, indeed, than that of the Roman law, but equally well treated. Refiexions

Critiques; Critical Reflexions on Ancient Nations, by Mr. Fourmont the ehler. Be-

caufe a man underilands the Chinefe, is he, therefore, entitled to tell us ablurdities,

with the authority of an oracle.'* Saturn the fame with Abraham ! The great divi-

nity of the Pagans the fame with a wandering patriarch: and adored after his death

aJmofl
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mort de toute la terre, a rexception de fa propre famille, et cette meme

famille im objet d'horreur et de mepris, pour tous fes adorateurs. Fie

de Jiilien, demon ami I'Ahbe de la Bleterie. Lcs journaliftes n'ont fenti le

merite ni du heros, ni de fon hiftorien. lis fe font meme permis des reflex-

ions afTez indecentes pour tous les deux. En general, une zele aigre et

controverfifte fe fait beaucoup trop fentir dans cette bibliotheque. Qu'un

P. Colonia invite les fideles au jubile de Lyon, il vaudroit peut-etre mieux n'y

oppofer que le mepris ; cependant on ne fauroit blamer la plaifanterie.

Mais qu'en donnant I'extrait d'un ouvrage de litterature ou d'hiftoire, on

deterre quelques propos convenables au pays de I'ecrivain, pour les refuter

longuement et durement, c'eft afTurement connoitre trcs peu les fondtions

d'un journaiifte.—J'ai ecrit deux pages de mon Recueil fur la Geographic

ancienne de Vltalie.

Aout 29.]—J'ai lu, pour la premiere fois, la huttilme Satyre de Juvenal,

V. I— 275. J'ai ecritdeux pagesdemon Recueil.

30.]—Je n'ai fait qu'ecrire une page et demie de mon Recueil.

31.]—J'ai relu la huitieme Satyre de Juvenal. J'ai lu deux fois la

neuvihne, v. i

—

150J et j'ai lu pour la premiere fois Li dixieme Satyre,

V. I— 100. Qu'il eft humiliant pour les hommes, qu'on loit oblige, dans

prefque

almoftby the whole world, except his own poflerity; and that pofterity an objefl of

abhorrence and contempt to all his adorers! Tiie life of Julian, written by my friend

the Abbe de la Bleterie. The journalifts are infenfible to the merit, both of the hero

and the hiftorian -, and even indulge themfelves in making very unbecoming refle£lions

withrefpeft to both. In general, the bitternefs of zeal and controverfy prevails too

much in this BibliotFique. When a father Colonia invites the faithful to the jubilee of

Lyons, he is beft anfwered with Clent contempt; yet ridicule may be ufed againfl him

without blame. But in giving the analyfis of a work of literature or hiftory, to bring

forward opinions and reafonings fuitable merely to the country of the reader, with a

view to refute them tedioufly and ill-naturedly, is furely to miftake the bufmefs of a

critical journal.—I wrote two pages of my colleQion on the ancient geography of

Italy.

Auguft ipth.]—I read, for the firft time, the eighth Satire of Juvenal, containing

^75 verfes.

30.]—I did nothing but write a page and a half of my colleflion.

31.]—I read over again the eighth Satire of Juvenal. I alfo twice read the ninth,

containing 150 verfes, and, for the firft time, the firft hundred verfes of the tenth.

How humiliating it is for mankind, that they mufl be taught, almoft in all countries,

2 that
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prefque tous les pays, de leur enfcigner qu'un homme eft plus refpecflable

pour les vertus, que pour celles de fes peres ! On a de la peine a concevoir

la naifllince et retabliirement de ce prejuge general; la nature met une dif-

ference ineffa^able cntre ceux a qui elle donne de grands talens, et ceux ii

qui elle les a refufes. La raifon et la crainte fcparent le magiftrat et le lujet;

mais quel principe etablit d'abord la diftinftion eiitre le noble et le roturier ?

Je crois que c'ell la religion. La difcufilon en feroit curitufe, mais longue.

Je me contenterai de faire une obfervacion fur cette Satyre. i. Juvenal y

parle d'un bout a I'autre le langage d'un ancien Romain. Je vois partout,

non feulement le ton d'un vrai cenfeur, qui confond le vice, qui expofe les

ridicules, et qui fait trembler les coupables; mais encore celui d'un repub-

licain, dont I'ame fe plie avec difficuke a la nouvelle conftitution, ennemi

jure de la tyrannic?, ec ami d'une monarchic douce et equitable, plutot par

neceffite que par inclination. Cet air de liberte, cetce fierte d'ame, diftin-

gue Juvenal de tous fes confreres, qui ont vecu apres retablifTement de

I'empire. Virgile, Horace, Ovide, Lucain, Martial, Stace, Valerius Flac-

cus, ont tous chante la ruine de la patrie, et le triomphe de leurs oppref-

feurs; ils ont tous incense le vice d'un Neron, ou d'un Domitien, comme les

vertus d'un Augufte ou d'un Vefpafien. Mais Juvenal n'a jamais fu profti-

tuer

that they are moi'e refpe£table for their own virtues, than for thofe of their anceflors !

The origin and eftablifhment of this prejudice is fcarcely conceivable. Nature draws

an indelible diftindlion between thofe to whom flie has given talents, and thofe from

whom (he has withheld them. The fubordination of citizens to their maglftrates is

founded on fear and reafon ; but what was the principle that originally eflablifhed the

diftinftion of noble and plebeian .'' I think it was religion. This queflion would re-

quire to be examined at great length, and the examination of it would be curious. I

{hall be contented with making a fingle obfervation on this fatire. i. Juvenal fpcaksj

from one end of it to the other, the language of an ancient Roman. We perceive

throughout, not only the dignity of a true cenfor, who arraigns vice, expofes folly,

and appals guilt, but the foul of a republican, reluftantly bending under the new
conftitution, the fworn enemy of tyranny, and the friend of a mild and equitable

monarchy, rather through neceflity than inclination. This love of liberty, and lofti-

nefs of mind, diftinguifhes Juvenal from all the poets who lived after the eftablifh-

ment of the monarchy. Virgil, Horace, Ovid, Lucan, Martial, Statius, Valerius

Flaccus, all fing the ruin of their country, and the triumph of its oppreflbrs. The
vices of a Nero and a Domitian are co nmemorated in as lofty notes of praife, as the

virtues of Auguftus and Vefpnfian. Juyenal alone never proftitutcs his mufe. In
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tuer fa mule. II ne lui eft echappc qu'une feule louange de- I'empereur,

loiiange peut-etre jufte, exprimee avec la plus graude .fimplicite, et renfermee

dans un feul vers: mais il ne perd pas une occafion de fe dechaincr centre la

folic et la tyrannic de ces maitres du monde, et de Icurs fubdelcgucs. II fait

plus ; il enfeigne les remedcs.

1'oUas licet, oninc quod ufquam efl,

Aur'i atque argenti, Jcutura gladiumque reVtnques

Etjaculum et galeam ; fpoUatis armaJuper/unt—
eft un confeil qui s'addrefle pour le moins, autant aux Remains qu'aux

Africains. Cette liberte de Juvenal decide du terns ou il a vecu, bicn mieux

que les traditions incertaines et contradiftoires de fon vieux fcholiafle.

Juvenal a vegu fous un bon prince, fous un Nerva, ou un Trajan -, terns

heureux ou il etoit permis d'cxprimer cc qu'on fentoit ! Les tyrans avoient le

ta6l fin ; il y fe reconnoifToient aifement dans les portraits de leurs prede-

cefTeurs. Un Domitien jugeoit avec raifon, qu'un ennemi de Neron ne

pouvoit pas etre fon ami, et un delateur auroit arrete Juvenal a fa premiere

fatyre. Mais je doute qu'il en eut jamais couru les rifques. Les ames les

plus fortes, et les genies les plus elcves, n'ont fu fe derober aux foup^ons

danc'ercux des tyrans, qu'en cherchant la retraite, le filence, et dcs etudes

fri voles

his works, there is but one example of praife beftowed on the emperor; a praife per-

haps juft, expreded with the greatefl fimplicity, and included in a fingleverfe. But he

never lofes an opportunity of aiTaigning the folly and tyranny of thofe maflers of the

world and their deputies. He does more ; he teaches how the evils inflidedby them

may be cured.

ToUas licet, omne quod ufquam eft,

Aari atque ars;fcnti, fcutum gladiumque relinques

Et jaculum et galeam ; fpoliatis arma fuperfunt

—

is an advice addrefTed fully as much to the Romans as to the Africans. Juvenal's

liberty of fpeech fixes the time in which he lived far better than the uncertain and

contradi(£lory reports of an old fcholiaft. He lived under a good prince, a Nerva or

a Trajan, at a happy period when his fentiments might be exprefTed without difguife.

Tyrants had the niceft fenfibility ; they eafily knew their own pi<Slures in thofe of

their predeceflbrs. Domitian reafonably concluded, that an enemy to Nero could not

be his friend •, an informer would have filenced Juvenal after his firft fatire.

But I fufpeft that he never run that ri(k. Men, diftinguiflied by vigour of mind and

elevation of genius, found no other means of efcaping the fatal fufpicion of tyrants,

I than
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•fnvoles et innocentes.—La neuvieme Satyre eft prefque degoutantc. Lc

vice que le poete y condamne eft fi naivement expofe. Le ridicule que

Juvenal y a fti repandre me paroit venir du caradere de Nsevolus, d'un

miferable pathique, dont les fentimens font fi avilis par fon genre de vie,

qu'il ne paroit pas en comprendre I'infamie, ec qu'il raconte fcs fcrvices du

meme air d'indiffcrence qu'un foldat parleroit de fes campagnes. Ce ferieux,

fi deplace que le kdteur fent, et que Nsevolus ne fent point, fait felon mot

la plaifanterie de cette Satyre.

Septembre i.]—J'ai lu la dixleme Satyre de Juvenal, v. loo—365;

j'ai relu cette fatyre, et j'ai lu pour la premiere fois la onzieme,

V. I— 2c8. Dans la dixieme, Juvenal s'exerce . fur un fujet digne

de lui, la vanite de nos voeux, defaut general, compatible avec les plus

grandes vertus, et lie etroitement avec les fentimens les plus naturels au coeur

humain. Le poete y deploye une philofophie fine, exa£l:e, et fondee fur les

principes les plus folidcs de la morale. Son genie s'eleve a proportion de

I'importance de fon role ; il aneantit toutes les faufles grandeurs; il pefe avec

la fubllme indifference d'un etre fuperieur, les vertus, les talens, et le deftin

des plus grandes hommes. II neglige, il paroit meprifcr ce talent de la

verfification, cette harmonie douce et charmante, qu'il pofsede fi bien. Son

ftyle,

than by concealing themfelves In filence and obfcurity, confining their application to

innocent and frivolous purfuits.—^The ninth Satire of Juvenal is difgufting by its

fubjeft. The vice v.'hich the poet condemns is exhibited without difguife. The
ridicule of the fatire appears to me to arife from the charatter of Nrevolus, a mifera-

ble catamite, whofe principles are fo much debafed by his way of life, that he has

loft all fenfe of its infamy, and relates his fervices with the fame air of indifference

that a foldier would defcribe his campaigns. This gravity, which the reader per-

ceives to be fo much out of place, and which Nxvolus does not, produces, in my
opinion, the whole humour of the piece.

September i.]— I read a fecond time the tenth Satire of Juvenal, v. 100 3^5,
the end; and the eleventh, confifting of 208 verfes, for the firft time. In the tenth,

Juvenal treats a fubje£l worthy of himfelf ; the vanity of human wiflies, a misfor-

tune confiftent with the greateft virtues, and intimately connedled with the moll

natural fentiments of the heart. The poet every where employs a refined and

accurate philofophy, founded on the ftrifteft principles of moral fcience. His genius

rifes with his fubje£l : he fiiews the nothingnefs of falfe grandeur, and weighs, with

the fublime indifference of a fuperior being, the virtues, talents, and dcftiny, of tlie

greateft men. He here negle£ls, and feems even to difdain, the beauty of verfifi-

cation, and that fweet and charming harmony of whi;ch he was fo great a m after.

VOL. u. p His
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ftyle, toujours energique, precis, foutenu, et rempli des plus belles images^ efl:

moins coulant, et plus rude, que dans fes autres pieces. Comme il s'appuyc

toujours fur I'experience, fes raifonnemens font entre-ineles d'exemples, dont

la plus-part font choifis avec beaucoup de goiic. Celui de Sejan eft parfait. Ja-

mais elevation plusfinguliere, jamais chute plus foudroyante. La legerete de cc

peuple, qui court briferles ftatuesqu'il venoitd'encenferjfaitun tableau acheve.

L'exemple dela mort d'Alexandre me paroitle moins phiiofophlque. Alexandre

eft malheureux pour ctre mort au milieu de fagloire et de fes fucccs. Cepend-

ant fi Marius ctoit mort en defcendant de fon char de triomphe, il eut etc

le plus heureux de tous Its hommes. Les raifonnemens de cette fatyre

airroient etes plus clairs, fi Juvenal avoit diftingue les fouhaits dont I'accom-

pliflement ne peut que nous rendre malheureux, et ceux dont le fucces

pourroit ne pas faire notre bonheur. La puiftance abfolue eft de la pre-

miere efpece, unc vie longue de la feconde. Nous devons abandonner

ceux-ci a la connoiiTance des dieux, mais nos lumieres nous fuffifent pour

les prier hardiment de ne pas nous accorder ceux-la. A propos des dieux,

je remarque dans Juvenal cette indecifion a leur egard fi commune aux

anciens. Rien de plus pieux, ni de plus philofophique que la foumiffion,

que la foi, qu'il fait paroitre ; \\n inftant apres, notre fagefte nous fuffit, et

la

.His ftyle, precife, energetic, lofty, and enriched with images, flows in a rougher

ilream than in his other pieces. Taking experience for his guide, his reafonings are

mixed with examples, of which the greater part are chofen with exquifite judgment.

That of Sejanus is a mafter-prece : never was any elevation more extraordinary than

his, nor any fall more dreadful. The levity of the people, who were in hade lo

break his ftatues, which they had juft worfhipped, is a finiflied picture of popular

inconilancy. The example of the death of Alexander, feems to me to be chofen

with lefs dilcernment than the reft. His misfortune confided in being cut off in the

midft of his fuccefs and glory. Yet had Marius died as he defcended from his

triumphal car, he would have been deemed the happieft of mortals. The reafoning

in this fatire would have been clearer, had Juvenal didinguiflied between thofe

wiilies, the accomplifliment of wliich could not fail to make us miferable, and thofe

whofe RccomplifinTient might fail to make U6 happy. Abfolute power is of the fird

kind ; long life of the fecond. The latter we may I'afely commit to the providence

of the gods ; but our own reafon may teach us to pray, that they would refuie to us the

former. With regard to the gods, I remark that inconftancy of opinion in Juvenal,

which is fo frequent among the antients. At one moment nothing can be more

{lioas than his faith, or more philofophical than his fubmiffion. The next, our owa
I wifdoni
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la prudence tient lieu de toutes les divinites. Au vers fulvant, fa devotion

ie reprendj il borne cette propofitlon gencrale ila feule Fortune, et replace

tous les autres dieux fur I'Olympe.

J'ai acheve \t Jeizieme tome de la Bibliotheque Raifomtee. J'y trouve /fj

Sermons d-e M. Fofter. Quel miracle ! un theologien, qui prefere la raifon

a la foi, et qui eft plus effraye du vice que de rherefie. Scriptores Rei

RufikiS a Gejncro. Ces auteurs peuvent etre utiles pour la langue et I'cco-

nomie des Romains; mais ou eft le litterateur qui les lira? oij eft le cultivateur

qui les fuivroit ? Notitia Hungario", vol. i. per Math. Ball: ouvrage im-

nienfe, mais trop detaille pour tout ce qui n'eft pas Hongrois. Elcgc de M.

le Clerc: ouvrage exadt et fee dujournalifte. Hijlaire du Covcik de Treuts

de Fra Paolo, par le Pere le Courayer ; premier extrait. En fouhaitant au

tradudeur une cerEaine vigueur de raifon qu'il n'a pas, on ne fauroit lui

fouhaiter plus de moderation, d'impartialite, et de tolerance, qu'il n'en de-

couvre dans fa preface.

Septembre 3.]—J'ai relu la onzleme Satyre de Juvenal. J'ai lu la douz-

icme Satyre, v. i— 130; et je I'ai relue, v. i— 100. Dans I'onzieme, Ju-

venal, qui veut inviter fon ami a fouper, compare, avcc beaucoup de vivacite,

le luxe effrene de fes contemporains, avec ces repas fimples et groffiers des

anciens

wifdom fuffices, and prudence ufurps the thrones of all the divinities. In the fol-

lowing verfe his devotion again gets the afcendency : he limits his general affertion

to fortune only, and replaces all the other gods in Olympus.

September 2.]—I finifhed the fourteenth volume of the Bibliotheque Raifonnee. ^It

contains Fofter's Sermons. Wonderful ! a divine preferring reafon to faith, and
more afraid of vice than of herefy. Scriptores Rei Rujlics a Gefnero. Thefe authors

may be ufeful for inftruding us in the language and rural ceconomy of the Romans

;

but where is the ftudent that reads, or the farmer who puts in pradice, their leflbns ?

Notitia Huiigariii, vol. I. per Math. Bui! : an immenfe work, but too minutely

circumftantial for any but Hungarians. The Panegyric of Mr. Le Clerc ; a dry but
accurate work of the Reviewer. The Council of Trent, by Father Paul, tranflated by
Father Courayer; firfl extraft. We might wifh the tranflator more vigour of under-
ftanding ; but in his preface he difplays all the candor, impartiality, and toleration,

that can poflibly be defired.

3-]—I 'ead a fecond time the eleventh Satire of Juvenal: I rend the firft

TOO verfes a third time: and alfo the twelfth Satire, confiding of 130 verfes. In
the eleventh, Juvenal takes an opportunity, in inviting his friend to fupper, to

contraft, with much fprlghtlinefs, the extravagant luxury of his contemporaries with
f 2

'

the
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ancltns di(5tateursj il fait fentir ties fortcment, fans le dire, combien

I'elegance de fon fiecle etoit devenue iinivcrklle, et prefque neceffaire, puis

qu'un pauvre philofophe, comme lui, preparoit a fon ami un repas fort

infcrieur a ceux de Ventidius, mais tres fuperieur a ceux de Curius. La

fimplicite, la proprete, et les amufemens honnetes, dcvoient feuls y regner.

Juvenal avoit I'efprit jufte, et Tame honnete j mais I'un et I'autre etoient

depourvusde douceur et d'anienite. II a neglige I'occafion de parler a fon

ami de ces fentimens qu'on fe fait toujours un plaifir d'epancherdans fon fein,

lorfqu'ils exiftent chez nous. Les converfations libres et philofophiques que .

I'amitie infpire, et que la confiance affure, font nial remplacees a fon fouper

par la ledure d'Homere. Horace n'a eu garde de les oublier, dans le por-

trait charmant qu'il nous fait d'un repas vague et incertain, dont I'exiftencc

rcelle et prochaine ne contribuoit point a I'echaufFer. Je diftinguerois ce-

pendant ici, entre les carafteres de Boileau et de Juvenal. L'un et I'autrc

paroiflent avoir pcu connu les fentimens tendres. Mais c'etoit dans le pre-

mier une fecherefle de coeur et d'imaginacion, qui le rendoit peu fufceptible

de paffions quelconques. Juvenal avoit I'imagination ardente, et un coeur

qui y repondoit ; mais tous les deux portoient plutot leur energie fur les

pafljons fortes, fombres, etelevees, que furcelles qui fontdouces et aimables,

Septcmbre

the fimple and coarfe fare of antient di£tators. He makes us clearly perceive, with-

out formally exprefling it, how univerfal, and almoft neceflary, the elej:;ance of the •

table was become in his time, fince a poor philofopher like himfelf prepared for his friend

a fupper, very inferior indeed to the feafts of Ventidius, but far fuperior to thofe of Cu-

ri*ii. This entertainment was to be graced by fimplicity,neatnefs,and decent amufements

oxiYj. Juvenal poflefled juflnefs of underftanding, and honedy of heart ; but his

charadler was deficient in point of fweetnefs and fenfibility. He has negledfed an

opportunity of exprefling thofe fentiments, which one friend, when he feels them, is

always ready to pour into the bofom of another. The free and philofophical conver-

fation which the confidence of friendfliip infpires and warrants, is but ill fupplied at

his fupper by the reading of Homer. Horace took care not to forget, in his

charming pidlure of an entertainment diftant and uncertain, thofe amiable feelings

with which the near reality of a fimilar repafl does not infpire Juvenal, Here,

however, 1 would make a difliniftion between this fatirift and Boileau. Neither of

them were endowed with tendernefs of fentiment. But this defe£l: in Boileau pro-

ceeded from a coldnefs of heart and fancy, which rendered him but little fufceptible

of any pafilon whatever, Juvenal's heart and fancy were both of them ardent ; but their

warmth exhaufted itfelf in pafTions ftrong, dark, and elevated, not in affedlions

which are amiable and tender.

September
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Septembre 4.]—Ja n'ai fait qu'achever la douzieme Satyre de Juvenal,

V. 100— 130. Cette ouvrage me faiie voir combien Jiucnal avoir le

genie de la facyre; mais qu'il n'avoit que ce ge.iie. Ccrcainement il ne

fongeoic pas a. faire une fatyre: il vouloit felicicer un de fcs amis quivenoit

d'echapper a un grand naufrage ; apres y avoir employe les deux tiers de la

fatyre, il s'echappe a la fin, il fe fouvient que cet ami, pour le falut de qui

il va ofFrir tant de facrifices, a trois enfans. Que fa conduite eft differente de

ceiledes captatores^^onx. Rome etoit remplie,qui ne s'attachoient qu'aux riches

fans enfans ! 11 oublie fon ami, et il n'eft plus queftion que de ces faquins,

Le tableau qu'il en fait eft vif, et tres fuperieur a fa defcription de la tempete.

Celle-ci eft trainante, foible, et confufe; Touvrage d'un declamateur, et

quelquefois d'un ecolier.

J'ai acheve le dix feptieme tome de la Bibliotheque Raijonnee. J'y trouve

le deuxieme et troifieme Extraits de I'Hiftoire dii Concile de Trente de Fra

Paolo, far le Pere le Courayer. On croiroit que I'ame de I'illuftre Servite

etoit paflee dans celle du chanoine regulierj les talens, les vertus, etjufqu'aux

foiblefles, tout leur eft commun. Cet ouvrage eft un beau monument de

rhiftoire des religions, la partie la plus curie ufe de celle de I'efprit humain,

pour qui fait s'ekver au deflus de tous les prejuges de parti et de fefte.

Be

September 4.]—I did nothing but iinifli the twelfth Satire of Juvenal, r. 100 — 130,

the end. This performance (hews the author's genius for fatire, but alfo that it was

the only kind of genius with which he was endowed. In this piece, he certainly did

not at firft intend writing a fatire, but only to congratulate one of his friends, who

,

had been faved from a dreadful fliipwreck. After employing, on this fubjeiHr, two-

thirds of the poem, he is at once diverted from it, by recollecting that his friend, for

whofe fafety he is to offer fo many facrifices, has three children. This conduct in

himfelf ftrikes him as totally oppofite to that of the teftament-hunters, with whom
Rome abounded, and whofe attentions were folely beftowed on rich people who were

childlefs. He forgets his friend, for the pleafure of expoiing thofe knaves. The
lively pi£lure which he draws of them, is far fuperior to his defcription of the tempeft,

which is tedious, languid, confufed, difgraced by declamation, and even by puerility.

I finiihed the feventeenth volume of the Bibliotheque Raifotwee. It contains the

fecond and third extract: from Father Paul's Council of Trent, translated by Father

Courayer. It fliould feem as if the foul of the illuftrious Servite animated the regu-

lar Canon : the fan^ talents, virtues, and even weaknefles, are common to both.

This work is a beautiful monument of the hiflory of religiorv, the moft curious

part of the hiftory of the human mind, for thofe who can foar above the prejudices of

2 feds
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T>e verbis amhiguis a Reiizio. Un beau deflein, ties mal execute. BiJJeria-

tionjur le Suicide, far Robeck. L'auteur s'eft jette dans I'Elb. On ne fau-

roic dourer de fa fincerite ; mais fes lumieres ne I'egaloient point.

Septembre 5.]—J'ai ecrit plus d'une page de mon Recueil. J'al lu la

treizieme Satyre de Juvenal, v. i—249.

6.]—J'ai relu la treizieme Satyre de Juvenal, et j'ai lu la quatorzieme,

V. I—331. Ce pocte cherche a confoler un de fes amis, a qui un coquin

venoit de faire perdre dix milk fefterces en niant un depot qui lui avoit etc

confie. Un thcologien trouveroit dans cec ouvrage des ncuvclles preuves

de I'incertitude des Payens fur un etat futur, et fur la Providence. II parle

avec une cnergie prefque divine, des tourmens d'une confcience bourrclce par

le fentiment afFreux d'avoir viole les loix de la juftice, et du fupplice de celui

qui porte toujours fon bourreau au dedans de fon cocur. Ses fonges ne lui

retracent que des objets afFreux; et s'il furvient un malheur, une maladie,

I'idee de punition qu'il y attache, les rend encore plus douloureux. Mais ii

ne decide jamais, fi ces craintes ont un fondement reel. Elles aflbcient le

malheur et le vice par I'effet qu'elles ont fur I'imaginatio^; mais quelle

influence doivent elles avoir fur la raifon ? Juvenal en parle tout aulTi pen

que des peines du mechant dans I'autre vie. La feule fois qu'il les rapelle,

c'eft

fefts and parties. He verbis ambiguis a Reitzio : good defign, ill executed, A
Diflertation on Suicide, by Robeck. The author threw himfelf into the Elbe. It is

impoflible to doubt his fincerity, which far furpafled his underftanding.

September 5.]— I wrote above a page of ray colleftion, and read the thirteenth

Satire of Juvenal, confiding of 249 verfes.

6.]—I read a fecond time, the thirteenth Satire of Juvenal, and the fourteenth,

confifting of 331 verfes, for the firft time. In the firft, the poet offers confolation to

a friend, who had been defrauded of ten thoufand fefterces, by a knave, who denied

the depofit of that fum. In this fatire, a divine might find new proofs of the uncer-

tainty of the Pagans refpe£ting a Providence and a future ftate. The poet fpeaks

almoft divinely of the torments of a guilty confcience ; of its horrid remorfe for

having violated the laws of juftice ; and of the dreadful fufferings of him who bears

liis punifhment always in his own heart. His dreams appal him with the moft

frightful images ; and the pain of every calamity that befalls him, is heightened by

his regarding it as a puniftiment. But he does not decide whether thefe terrors reft on

any folid foundation. Wickednefs and mifery are affociated in the fancy ; but does

reafon prove that there is a neceffary connexion between them ? Juvenal does not

confider this queftion, any raqre than the punifhment of the wicked in another life.

He
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c'eft avec un forte de mepris. Encore apres avoir epuise toute fon eloquence

a peindre les punitions du vice, il n'en trouve point de plus fortes, ni de

plus efficaces que cellc du magiftrat. C'eft par celle-la qu'il finit. Juvenal,

cependant, ne fe piquoit point de la philofophie impie des Grecs. C'etoit

un vieux Romain, qui s'attachoit plus a Caton qu'a Chryfippe, et qui re-

fpe6toLt fincerement la divinite, quoiqu'il fe mocquat un peu de la multiplicite

des dieux de fes concitoyens.

Septemb're 7.]—J'ai acheve le dix huitime tome de la Bibliotheque Raifon-

iiee. J'y vois Lettres de Leibnitz. Parmi I'univerfalite de fes talens, le

thcologien nous arrete ici. Leibnitz ctoit philofophe ; pouvoit il fonger

ferieufement a une reunion des religions ? Vit^c Servii Sv.lpicii et P. Alfheni.

La vie du premier de ces jurifconfukes eft aufli intereflante que celle de

i'autre I'eft peu. Everard Otton en eft I'auteur. Heiiieccii Opujcula. Parmi

ces diflertations, celle fur les habillemens des premiers Chretiens eft favante

et curLeufe. Catcnis Difticha. Aprcs avoir vu les preuves de M. Carnes;-

zieter, on ne peut gueres douter que Dionyfius Cato n'ait ete Payen, et

qu'il n'ait vecu avant le fiecle de Conflantin. Faut il en effet etre Chre-

tien, pour debiter d'un ftyle fi bas des maximes d'un bon fens aufli com-
mun ?

Septembre

He mentions this but once, and then contemptuoufly. Having exhaufted his whole
eloquence in defcribing the punifliments of vice, he thinks none fo powerful and effi-

cacious as that infli£led by tlie magiftrates, with which he concludes. Yet Juvenal

had never imbibed the impious philofophy of the Greeksj he was an old Roman,
who hearkened to Cato rather than to Chryfippus; and who fincerely venerated the

divinity, diough he was inclined to laugh at the polytr.eifm of his fellow-citizens.

September 7.]— I finifhed the eighteenth volume of the Bihl'wihtque Raifonnee. It

contains the letters of Leibnitz. This univerfal genius here appears as a theologian.

As a philofopher, could Leibnitz really hope that an union might be effefled amont^

religions ? Vita Servii Stilpicii et P. Alpheni. The life of the firfl: of thefe law-

yers is as interefling, as that of the fecond is the reverfe. It is written by Everard

Otto. Heineccii Opiifcula. Among thefe diflertations, that concerning the drefs of

the firfl Chriftians is learned and curious. Catoids Dijlicha, After liaving read the

proofs brought by M. Carnegzieter, it is impoffible to doubt that Dionyfius Cato was
a Pagan who lived before the age of Conftantine. It was not necellary, furely, to

be a Chriftian, to be able to retail in the lowell ftyle, ma.xims of the plained com-
mon fcnfe.

September



113 EXT RAITS d« tnon JOURNAL.

Septembre 8.]—J'ai ecrlt deux pages de mon Recueilj et j'ai relu la

qiiatorzieme Satyre de Juvenal, v. i— io6.

o.] Le premier volume des Lettres du Baron de Bielfeldy qui me tom-

berent par hazard entre les mains, m'ont amufe et m'ont diftrait. La def-

cription de Berlin, de Potzdam, et d'Hanover, m'ont plu. La vie du roi de

Prufle dans fa retraite, y eft bien crayonnee : on y voit I'aurore d'un beau

jour, mais on ne voit point des prefages de tempetes ; aufli le portrait eft il

un peu flattc. Pour Homere et rAnglectne, ie Baron les connoit autant

I'un que I'autre.

I J.]—J'ai acheve Is neiivie;ne tC;ne de la Bibliotheque Raifonnee. J'y

vois le qtiatorzieme et dernier Extrait de I'HiJioire du Concile de Trente de Fra

Paolo, par le Fere le Courayer. La politique de la maifon d'Autriche eft

aftez fine. Elle a toujours fu profiter de cette luperftition dont les autres

nations etoient les viftimes. Elle a rejette, en particulier, le Concile de

Trente, en paroiffant I'accepter avec beaucoup de refped. Les Cornmentaires

de Cajar, par Oudendorp : bon et pefant variorum. Penfees et Dijfertations

Theologiques d'Alphonjo 'Turretiu : foible raifonneur, inais bon ecrivain.

Miracles de VAbbe Paris, par M. de Motitgeron : ce fanatifme des Janfeniftes

eft une de ces maladies epidemiques de I'efprit humain, qui meritent beaucoup

d'attention.

Septembre

September 8.]— I wrote two pages of my colleilion, and read over again the four-

teenth Satire of Juvenal, v. i — io6.

p.]-_The firft volume of the Letters of Baron Bielfeld having accidentally

fallen into my hands, engaged and amufed me. I was pleafed with his defcrip-

tlon of Berlin, Potfdam, and Hanover. The life led by the King of Pruffia, in his

retreat, is well (ketched. We behold the morning of a beautiful day, but as there

are no prefages of the temped, the pifture is a little too flattering. As to Homer and

England, the Baron is jufl. as well acquainted with the one as with the other.

13.']— I finilhed the nineteenth volume of the Bibliotheque Rai/onnee : it wntains the

fourteenth and laft extrafl: from Father Paul's Hiftory of the Council of Trent,

tranflated by Courayer. The refined policy of the Houfe of Auftria has always

known how to avail itfelf of that fuperftition of which other nations have been the

viflims. Auftria, in particular, reje<fi:ed the authority of the Council of Trent,

which flie had appeared to admit moft refpe£tfully. C^efar's Commentaries^ by Ouden-

dorp : a good and bulky edition. Thoughts and Theological Dijfertations, by Alphonfo

Turretin : a weak reafoner, but a good writer. The Miracles of Abbe Paris, by

Montgeron. This fanaticifm of the Janfenifts is one of thofe epidemic maladies of the

human mind, which deferves much attention.

September
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- Septembre i6.]—J'avoisunpeu neglige Juvenal. J'en ai hi aujoiird'hui

pour la feconde fois la quatorzieme Satyre, v. 1 06—33 1 ; et, pour la premiere,

la quinzieme, v. i— 174. II y a des fatyres plus plaifantes que la quarorzieme

,

il y en a ou le poete prend un vol plus fublime ; mais il n'y en a aucune ou il

deploye autant de talens philofophiques, la brievete, I'art d'enchainer fes

idees et fa precifion. Sa brievete n'eft point celle fi commune aujourd'hti

d'ctrangler fes penfees, en croyant les relTerrer, et d'imaginer qu'on a beau-

coup faitj lorfqu'en peu de mots on laifle entrevoir obfcurement le quart d'ure

idee; mais cette brievete de Tacite et de Montefquieu, qui fait retrancher

tout ce qui n'eft qu'accefibire, pour renfermer I'idee principale dans une

expreflion forte et precife. Voyez dans cette fatyre Ics vers 166— 17 1; ou

dans cinq lignes, en choififfant les circonftances les plus carafteriftiques, le

poete vous met devant les yeux la fimplicite des anciens Romains, leur

amour du travail, I'union des families, la fecondite des femmes, la fobriete

deleurs repas, etleur haine d'un grand nombre d'efclaves etrangers. Toute

cette fatyre n'eft qu'un tiffu bien travaille ; les idees naiffent les unes des

autres, ou du moins les tranfitions font toujours aifees, et prefque infenfi-

bles. Avec quelle juftefle, avec quelle finefle, ne fuit il pas le progres de

I'avarice dans le cceur humain ? II la prend dans fon origine, et I'a fait

pafler

September 16.]—I had a little negle£led Juvenal. To-day I read, for the fecond time,

tlie fourteenth Satire, v. 106—331, the end; and, for the firft time, the fif-

teenth Satire, v. i— 174. There are fatires more agreeable than the fourteenth;

there are others in which the poet takes a loftier flight; but there are none in which

he fo much difplays his genius for philofophy, the art of connecting his ideas, his

precifion, and brevity. His brevity refembles not that fo common among writers of

the prefent age, who often (Irangle a thought in hopes of ftreiigthening it; and who
applaud their own fkill, when they have fliewn to us, in a few abfurd v/ords, the

fourth part of an idea: it is the brevity of Tacitus and Montefquieu, which, after

retrenching whatever is fuperfluous or unneceflary, includes the principal thought in

a precife and vigorous expreflion. By fele£ting the mod charafteriftic circumftances,

the poet fets before your eyes, in five lines, (v. 166— 171,) the fimplicity of the

ancient Romans, their love of labour, their domeftic happinefs, the fruitfulnefs of

their wives, their fober diet, and their averfion to being fer\'ed by a multitude of fo-

reign flaves. Throughout the whole of this fatire, the texture is Ikilfully combined;

the thoughts either rifing immediately the one from the other, or the tranfitions being fo

natural, that they are almoll imperceptible. How juftly and artfully does tlie poet

defcribe the progrefs of avarice in the human heart? tracing it from its origin, in

VOL. n. CL fordid
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pafTer de la Iczlne aux arts honteux, ec de la a I'injuftice, aux violences, et,

enfin, aux plus grands crimes; le pere qui le premier lui a infpire ce goiit

funefte, veuc en vain le rappeller. Apres avoir longtems etc le fpeaateur

cconne de fcs crimes, il en devient quelquefois la viftime.

'Trepidumque Magijlrum

In cavea magna fremitil, leo toilet ahimfUis ;

image plelne de force et de hardieffe. Ce maitre du lion avoit cukive fa fcro>-

cite naturelle, pour le rendre plus digne de I'attention de I'amphitheatre.

Septembre 17.]—J'ai lu la quinzicme Satyre de Juvenal la feconde fois,

V. 1 174; et la fcizieme et dernicre deux fois, v. i— 60. La haine de

Juvenal contre la nation et la religion des Egyptiens, y paroit aflez a decou--

vert dans la premiere de cesfatyres. Je n'en fuis nullement furpris. Ju-

venal, homme de bon fens, en meprifoit les abfurditesi il avoit vu quelles

atteintes ce cuke, introduit a Rome, avoit porte aux mceurs de fes compa-

triotes; que kurs affemblees tumukueufes qui cachoient I'age, le rang, et

le fexe, fous les ombres du myftere et de la nuit, ouvroient la porte a k
debauche la plus effrenee, pendant que kurs prophetes et leurs devins

enfei^noient aux femmes et aux enfans, a calculer, et quelquefois a abre-

ger,.

fordid parfimony, to mean contrivances for gain; and from thence to injullice, vio-

knee, and the greateft crimes. The father who firfl; infpired into his fon this mi-

ferable pafiion, vainly druggies to check his flagitious career; and after being long the

aftonifhed fpe£tator of his crimes, fometimes becomes their vidini.

Trepidumque AIngi/Irutn

In cavea magiiofremitUy leo toilet alumnus ;

is an image equally bold and impreffive. This mafler of the lion had exafperated his

natural ferocity, in order to render him more deferving the attention of the amphi-

theatre.

September 17.]—I read the fifteenth Satire of Juvenal, v. i— 174, the fecond

time-, and alfo read the llxteenth and laft Satire. In the fir ft of thefe Juvenal ex-

prefTes, undifguifed, his hatred againfl the Egyptian nation and religion. This does

not at all furprife me. As a man of good fenfe, Juvenal defpifed the abfurdities of

this worfhip ; he faw hov; much its introduftlon into Rome had corrupted the morals

of his fellow-citizens; and perceived that thofe crowded aiTemblies, in which the dif-

tin£lions of age, rank, and fex were concealed and confounded, under the veil of

night and myflery, opened a door to the moft abominable debauchery, at the fame

time that the Egyptian prophets and fortune-tellers taught women and children to

calculate,



EXTRAITS DU JOURNAL. «i5

ger, les jours d'un pere, ou d'un mari. Un exil, qui le fixoit parmi unc

nation qu'il meprifoit autant qu'il la deteftoit, devoic aigrir fon humeur, ec

porter les fentimens au plus haut point. J'aurois feulemenc voulu qu'ils ne

I'eufrent pas rendu injufte. Dans un tumuke que la fuperftition excita, le

peuple Egyptien mangea la chair d'un des ennemis qu'il avoic egorge.

L'adVion eft affreufe, j'en conviens ; mais il n'en faut pas conclure que les

Egyptiens font auffi barbares que les Cyclopes et les La?ftrigones. Les Fran-

cois en ont bien fait autant au Marechal d'Ancre, ct les Hollandois au Pen-

fionnaire de Witt. L'on ne doit jamais mettre en parallele les moeurs fixes

ct conftantes d'une nation, et ces momens de fureur et de delire. Juvenal

fait encore un peu trop le declamateur. Jl croit aggraver le crin:ie des Egyp-

tiens; il le dirninue par tous fes raifonnemens, par fon exemple des Vafcones-,

&c. On peutblamer celui qui viole les principes de Zenon; mais ce n'eft

que la nature outragee qui nous fliit fremir. Mais je reconnois bien men

poete dans cette defcription pleine de fel, du cuke, que les Egyptiens rcn-

doient aux animaux, et meme aux vegetaux*, dans cette origine de la

fociete, fondee fur la bienveillance et la fociabilite, que la nature n'a accordees

qu'aux hommes feuls f, et dans cette image horrible, mais belle, de la ferocite

d'un Egyptien.

La

calculate, anJ fometimes to haften, the deaths of their fathers and hufbands. His

own banifhment into a country which was the objedl of his contempt or deteftation

naturally Iharpened his animofity, and carried his refentment to the utmofl pitch. I

only wifh that he had retrained it within the bounds of juftice. In a tumult excited by

fuperftition, the Egyptians devoured the flefli of one of their fallen enemies. From
this horrid adtion it was not fair to conclude, that the Egyptians equalled in barbarity

the Cyclops and the Leftrigons. The French treated with equal brutality INIarefhal

d'Ancre, and the Dutch Penfionary de Witt. The fixed and permanent character of

a people, ought never to be inferred from moments of madnefs and fury. The
poet alfo too much indulges his talent for declamation. Inftead of aggravating the

crime of the Egyptians, he in reality leflens it by his unfeafonable reafonings, hij

example of the Vafcones, &c. He who violates the principles of Zeno may be worthy
of blame ; but the monfter who infults the didlates of nature can alone excite horror.

The genius of our poet is clearly difplayed in the witty defcription of the worlliip

which the Egyptians paid to animals * ; in the origin of fociety, founded on thofc

principles of benevolence, which are implanted by nature in die heart of man only f ;

and in that dreadful, though beautiful pifture of the ferocity of an Ef^vptian.

• Sat. XV. v. 1— 14. t Id. .XV. 129— 15S.

•3- 2
, The



ti6 EXTRAITS DU JOURNAL.

La feizieme Satyre n'eft pas trop reconnue pour etre de Juvcna). Elle eft

aflez foible, et menie negligee ; mais il me femble queje reconnoisla touche

du maicre au vers 55. Cette fatyre eft, cependant, d'un alTez grand prix

pour rhiftoire. On n'a pas trop remarque jufqu'a quel point les foldats

avoient poufle leurs privileges fous les empereurs. On a bien vu que dans

le terns de fedition, ils renverfoient leurs trones ; mais on a ignore qu'en

terns de paix ils les partageoient. Je ne connois point d'attentat plus hard'

a une petite portion de la fociete, que de fe fouftraire de la jurifdiftion com-

mune, et d'exioer meme que fes dilFerens avec les autres eitoycns foient

decides par les propres juges. Le clcrgc I'a fait dans les tems d'ignorance.

maisj'excuferois plutot cette entreprife dans un corps qui etoit cenfe pofseder

toute la vertu, et qui pofsedoit reellement toute la fcience de ces fiecles, qu'a

des foldats, dont I'ignorance, la grofiierete, et les maximes militaires et

defpodqucs, les eloignoient fi fort de la profeffion de juge.

J'ai fini Juvenal, que je regrette beaucoup de n'avoir pas plutot connu,

et qui fera deformais un de mes auteurs favoris. Comme j'ai couche par

ecrit mes obfervadons principales, a mefure que je les faifois, ilme'refte

peu de chofe a en dire, Je me bornerai a deux remarques j fur le tems ou

Juvenal a ve^u, etfur fa verfification. i. II n'y a point de poete Ladn fur

lequel

The fixteenth Satire is not clearly proved to be Juvenal's. It is written weakly,

and negligently, but I think we may recognize the mafter's hand in v. 55. This.

fatire, however, is of confiderable importance in hiltory. It has not been fafficiently

remarked to what extent the privileges of foldlers were carried under the emperors.

In moments of fedition, it was manifeft, they overturned their thrones; but it v/as

not known that in time of peace they Ihared their fovereignty. I know not of a

bolder enterprife, in any fmall portion of a commimity, than that of withdrawing,

itfelf from the jurifdiclion of the ordinary magiflrates, and infilling that its differ-

ences, even with the other clafles of citizens, fliould be decided by its own judges.

The clergy obtained thefe privileges in the dark ages; but fuch pretenfions feem to-

have been more excufable in a body, which was believed to poflefs all the virtue, and

which really poffelTed all the learning of the times, than they could poflibly be in the

Roman foldicvs, whofe ignorance, gvoffnefs of manners, defpotic and military max-

ims, removed them tofo great a diftance from the charaiEler belonging to a judge.

1 fniiflied Juvenal, whom I regret not being earlier acquainted with; and who, hi

future, will be one cf my favourite authors. Having written my obfervations on

him, as they occurred in reading his Satires, I have but little to add on the fubje£t ;,

and fliall confine myfelf to two remarks : the firft, as to the time in which he lived j

the fecond, concerning Iris verfification. ift. There is not any Latin poet con-

I cerning
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lequel nous ayons aufTi peu de liimieres. Sole modeftie, foit fieitc, il a neg-

licre de nous apprendre le terns de fa naiflance, etlescircoaftances de fa vie.

II n'y a aucun de fes ouvrages auquel quelque grand evenement ait donne

lieu, et dont cet evenement fixe la date. II paroit meme avoir pris a tache

de nous confondre, en parlant fouvent de plufieurs perfonnes qui ont vecju

dans des tems affez eloignes, comme de fes contemporains. II ne nous refte

que les quatre mots d'une ancienne vie du poete, ecrite par un auteur inconnu

;

mais cette vie redouble nos embarras, tant elle eft oppofee aux induiflions

afiurees qu'on peut tirer des propres ouvrages de Juvenal. Selon cet hifto-

rien et le vieux fcholiafte, notre poete a vecu fous Neron, qui I'exila en

Egypte, oij il mourut tres peu de tems apres. Cependant il eft certain

qu'il furveQU a Domitien ; qu'il vit la condemnation de Marius Prifcus ; que

Martial, qui ne fe retira en Efpagne que fous Trajan, le laifla a Rome; et

Ton peut foup^onner, par le date d'un confulat, qu'il etoit en Egypte vers

la troifieme annce du regne d'Adrien. Toutes ces cpoques s'accordent tres

bien avec le fyfteme du favant Dodwell, qui penfe que ce fut ce dernier em-
pereur qui le relegua. J'ai lu cet ouvrage (les Jmiales ^lintilianes) il y a

quelque tems. N'ayant plus le livre fous la main, j 'ignore a prefcnt le de-

tail de fes preuves ; mais fi Ton peut raifonner fur les vraifemblances, j'en

entrevoit plufieurs. 2. La verfification de Juvenal me paroit fuperieure a

celles

cerning whom we have fo little information ; whether from pride or modefty, he has

negle£led to tell us either the time of his birth, or the circumftances of his life.

None of his works were written in commemoration of any great event, which might
have afcertained their date. It feems as if he had taken a pleafure in pevplexinsr us

by often fpeaking of many perfons as his contemporaries who lived at very different

periods of time. There remain but a few words of an old life of Juvenal

written by an unknown author; which life augments our uncertainty, by its oppofi-

tion to the cleared: inferences from the poet's own works. According to that bioera-

pher and his fcholiaft, Juvenal lived under Nero, who banifhed him to Egypt, where
he died foon afterwards. Yet it is certain that he furvived Domitian; that he wit-

neffed the condemnation of Marius Prifcus ; that Martial, who did not retire into

Spain until the reign of Trajan, left him at Rome ; and from the date of a conful-

fhip, there is reafon to fufpe£l, that he was in Egypt in the third year of the reiin of
Adrian. All the oeras perfe£lly correfpond with the fyflem of the learned Dodwell
who thinks that our poet was banifhed by the laft named emperor. Some time ago,

I read Dodwell's work, the Quintilian Annals. I have not the book at hand, and
cannot recolle£t the proofs which he brings ; but I can fee feveral probabilities tend-

ing to fupport his opinion. 2. Juvenal's verfification appears to me to be fuperioj to

that
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telle de la plus-part des poetes Latins. Entre fes mains la langiie des Remains

perd prcfque toiite fa durete, Sa poefie eft coulante, harmonieufe, et ani-

mee, etle fens n'yeft cependant jamais facrifit. Je croirois prefque que les

vers venoient fe placer fur le bout de Hi plume, quand j'en vois parmi une

infinite de beaux, quelqu'uns qui font d'une rudeffe et d'une langueur

afFreufe. Un homme capable de les laifTer paifer, devoit avoir travaille avec

tres peu d'attention a fa verfification. II lui auroit ete fi facile de les corri-

ger. Je remarque auffi, que fa poefie devint moins riche et nioins ornee

dans les derni«res fatyres. Si elles font rangees dans Tordre chronologique,

la raifon en feroit facile a trouver.

Comme la Satyre de Sulpitia fur I'exil des philofophes fe trouve a la

fin de celles de Juvenal, j'ai voulu la voir. J'ai lu cette piece deux fois,

V, I -JO. Les eloges de Martial m'avoient prevenus en favcur de cette

dame ; mais, a mon avis, elle les merite aflez peu. Peut-etre que fon genie

trop foible pour I'enbrt qu'elle a voulu prendre ici, fe pretoit mieux aux

fujets qui ne demandoient que la finelTe, la legerete. et la fenfibilite. Peut-

etre aufTi que le faifeur d'epigrammes, aufTi peu .delicat fur les louanges

que fur les fatyres, prodiguoit, fans reflexion, fon encens a une fcmme de

condition, qui accueilloit ks gens de lettres dans fa maifon. t. II n'y a nul

plan.

that of mofl: of the Latin poets. Managed by him, the Roman language lofes all its

roughnefs. His verfes are flowing, harmonious, and animated ; although he never

facrifices the fcnfe to the found. I fliould fancy that the lines flowed fpontaneoufly

from his pen, did I not perceive, aniidft a multitude of line ones, fome few that are

difgufting, by their rudenefs or their languor. To have allowed them to pafs un-

correfted, a poet mud have been extremely inattentive to his verfification; fince they

might have been mended fo eafily. I remark alfo, that his poetry is more fparing of

ornament in his laft fatires. If they are placed in chronological order, this difference

may be eafily accounted for.

As the Satire of Sulpitia, on the banifhment of the philofophers, is printed with

the Satires of Juvenal, I had an inclination to examine it; and therefore read it twice

over, V. 1—70. The praifes bellowed by Martial had prepoffefTed me in favour of

this lady; but, in my opinion, thofe praifes were not her due. Her genius, perhaps,

was too feeble to fupport her in this lofty flight; but was better adapted to fubjeds

that required only tafle, fpirit, and fenfibility. The eplgrammatift, perhaps, had as

little delicacy in his praife as in his fatire ; and was carclefsly protiigal of his flattery

to a woman of fafhion, whofe houfe was the refort of men of letters, i. The work
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plan, mil arrangement. Un I'ujet aufTi beau difparoic totalement entre

fes mains. Au lieude la philofophie gemiffmte, desarts eperdus, et de i'ig-

norance qui retablic fon ancien empire, je ne vois dans un poeme de foixante

dix vers, qu'une invocation et une peroraifon, qui en occupent vingt trois,

et qui ne m'apprennent rien, finon que Sulpicia avoit beaucoup de vanite et

d'affeftation ; et fans huit vers jettes par hazard au milieu de la fatyre *, je

ferois encore a en connoitre le I'ujet, comme je le fuis encore a deviner le

but et le fens de la digrefflon, ou elk examine fi le bonheur ou I'adverfite

convenoit mieux i la republique. 2. Pour le ftyle et la poefie, malheu-

reufement pour Sulpitia, on ne peut point critiquer de ces defauts qui

annon^ent le genie, ou du moins de I'imagination. Ici tout eft froid, tout

eft dur; nulle invention, nulle harmonie; une verfification qui ne fatisfait ni

I'oreille ni I'efprit. 3. On reproche aux femmes de n'avoir point de preci-

fion dans I'efprit. En ce cas Sulpitia etoit bien femme. Sans parler de la

lagefTe civile et de la fcience, qu'elle confond au point de paroitre ignorer

qu'on les ait jamais diftinguees, je ne veux que I'exemple de I'image la plus

faufle et la plus choquante que j'aye connue. Elle compare les philofophes

exiles par Domitien aux Gaulois chafies par Camille ; fans parler des autres

dilTonances

is without method or plan; and the beauty of the fubjedl: is deftroyed by her manner
of treating it. Inftead of lamenting that the throne of ignorance fliould be eftablifh-

cdonthe ruins of philofophy and the arts, twenty-three lines of a poem confiitinT of

feventy, are confumed in an invocation and conclufion, which inform us of nothing,

except that Sulpitia was a woman of great vanity and afFedtation: and were it not for

eight verfes cafuaJly inferted in the middle of the fatire *, I fliould not be able to gucfs

its fubjeft, as I ftill am at a lofs to difcover the meaning and ufe of the digrtflion

where (he examines whether profperity or adverfity were moft ufeful to the republic,

a. As to the ftyle and poetry, it is the misfortune of Sulpitia, that flie has not left

room for criticifmg faults, that proceed from genius or fancy. Her work is charac-

terifed by coldnefs, hardnefs, poverty of invention, rudene'fiof harmony, and a ver-

fification that gratifies neither the ear nor the mind. 3. "Wovnen have been accufed

of want of precifion. In this refpedl Sulpitia does not belie her fex. "Without men-
tioning that (he confounds fcience with wifdom, as if thofe two things had never been
diftingulfiied, I fliall only give an example of the moft incongruous and abfurd fimile

that lever remember to have met with. The philofophers banilhed by Domhian are

compared with the Gauls expelled by Camillus. It is needlefs to point out the abfur-

• Bello fecunda fecundo.

2 dity
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diflbnances qui s'y trouvent, d'un corps des gens de lettrcs compare a une

nation de barbares, et d'un banifiement civil, a la defaite d'une armee. Sul-

pitia auroit pu fe fouvenir que le? Gaulois avoient brule la ville, qu'ils avoient

afilec^e le capitole, et que la viftoire de Camille lui valut le titre de fecond

fondateur de Rome. 4. II faut, cependant, rendre juftice a Sulpida. J'ai

trouve dans fa fatyre une image qui m'a fait plaifir. Rome y eft reprefcntee

apres toutes fes vidoires comme ce combattant des jeux (ce Milon) qui

reftoit feul dans la carriere, fans pouvoir trouver un antagonifte. Cette

image eft heureufement congue, et rendue avec clarte ; elle auroit pu I'etre

avec plus de force.

Septembre 7.]—J'ai commence aujourd'hui leTraite Jur I'andenne Rome^de

Fahiano Nardini, dans la traduiiion Laiine de Tollius, inferee dans le quatrihne

tome du'-ThreJor des Jntiquites Romaines deGravius, que M. Pavillard m'a pro-

cure de la bibliotheque publique de Geneve. Les favans eftiment beaucoup cet

ouvrage; maisje vois que I'Abbe Langlet de Frefnoy fait aflez peu de cas de

la verfion. J'ai lu aujourd'hui L. i. C. i, it. p. 881—897 de Nardini. II

foutient I'origine qu'on donne communement a la ville de Rome par des rai-

fons aflcz communes. C'eft le fujet du premier chapitre. Mais le fecond

eft fort jnterefTantj c'eft I'enceinte de la premiere ville de Romulus. Elle

ne

dity of comparing a body ot men of letters with a nation of barbarians, and a legal

banifliment with the defeat of an army ; and Sulpltia ought to have remembered that

the Gauls had burnt the city, befieged the capital, and that their conqueror, Camillus,

merited the title of fecond founder of Rome. 4. Juftice, however, muft be done to

Sulpltia. Her fatire is adorned by one ftrlking image. Rome, after all her victo-

ries, is reprefented under the figure of the wreftler Milo, who remained alone in the

lifts, vainly expeding an antagonift. This image is happily conceived ; and clearly,

though not forcibly, expr^'ffed.

September 7.]—I thij.Aay began the defcription of ancient Rome, by Fabiano Nardini,

tranflated into Latin ^-y Tollius, and infertedin the fourth volume of Graevius's Roman
Antiquities, whieii Mr. Pavillard borrowed for me from the public library of Geneva.

This work is much valued by the learned; though I perceive that the Abbe I'Anglet

de Frefija^ fpeaks lightly of its tranflation. I read L. i. C. i, ii. p. 881—897. Nar-

dini vindicates the account commonly given of the origin of Rome, by arguments

very generally known. This is the fubjedt of the firft chapter. The fecond is very

interefting, fince it examines the extent of the firft city, built by Romulus, which

compre-
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nc comprenoit que le Mont Palatin ; et lorfque les Sabins avoient pris le capi-

tole, ils n'ctoient maitres que de la cicadclle.

Septembre 18.]—J'ailu Nardiniy L. i. C. Hi, iv, v, vi, vii, viii, ix, x.

p, 8^y_^45. II traite d'un nombre d'objets avec beaucoup de favoir,

aflez de jiigement, et une exaftitude de details qui inftruifent ordinaire-

menc, mais qui ennuyent quelquefois. Apres avoir acheve de decrire la pre-

miere ville de Rom'jlu?, il traite de celle de Tadus, que ce nouvel allie y

£LJouta fur k Mont Capitolin ; et pafle enfuite a la forme que Servius Tullius

(le moins celcbre, mais peut etre le plus grand de fcs legiflateurs) lui donna,

et de fes murailles qui en determinerent I'enceinte, jufqu'au tems d'Aurclien.

II en fuit avec beaucoup de foin les veftiges ; et fes grandes connoiffances du

local, le mettent prefque toujours fur la voye. II refulte de toutes fcs

operations que I'enceinte de I'ancienne Rome etoit a peine aulTi grande que

celle de la Rome moderne : fait qui renverfe de fond en comble tous les

fyftemes de Lipfius et de VolTius. Nardini explique fort heuteufement le

fameux pafTage ou Pline parle des douze portes qu'on ne devoit comp-

ter que pour une feule fois. II refulte de deux palTages de Ciceron et de

Tire Live que plufieurs portes de Rome avoient deux Arcades qu'un

Rppelloit Jani; et qu'on voit encore fur les anciens monumens. Nardini

n'cft pas aufTi heureux dans ce qu'il dit du Pomarium. Malgre toutes les

hypothefes.

comprehended only the Palatine Mount ; and when the Sabines took the capitol,

this meant the citadel.

September 18.J—I read Nardini, L. i. C. iii, iv, v, vi, vii, viii, ix, x. p. 897—94J,

which terminates the firfl book. A variety of fubje£ls are treated with great learning,

confiderable judgment, and a minute accuracy, which is commonly inftruOive, but

fometimes tirefome. Having finifhed his defcription of the city built by Romulus,

he exr.mlnes the addition made to it by Tatius, the ally of that king, on the Capi-

toline Hill ; and then proceeds to confider the form given to it by Servius Tullius,

(the lead celebrated, but perhaps the greateft of all its legillators,) and the wall

w hich bounded the extent of Rome to the reign of Aurelian. This wall he traces

with great attention, directed by an exa£l local knowledge. It refults from the whole

of his obfervations, that the circuit of ancient Rome was fcarcely fo confiderable as that

of the modern : a fatl which totally overturns the fyftenis of Lipfms and Voflius.

Nardini is very happy in explaining the famous pafTige of Pliny, which treats

of tlie tivelve gates; and which ought not to be reckoned more, fince we learn

from two paflages of Cicero and Livy, that feveral of the Roman gates had

two arches, called Jani; which are dill dillinguilliable on ancient monuments.

N'ardini is not equally fucc^fsful in explaining the Pomoerium. In fpite of all his

VOL. II. R hypothefes.
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hypotheres, il refte toujours trois propoficions egalement, conftatecs, etcepen-

danc contradiftoires. i. Que le Pomxrium etoit un efpace de terrein con-

facrc dcs deux cotes des murs. 2. Que Ics murs de Rome lont demeures

ks niemes depuis Servius TuUiiis jufqu'a Aurelicn. 3. Que Sylla, Jules

Ccfar, et Tempereur Claude ont recule le Pomcerhm.

J'ai acheve aujourd'hui le vingtihne tome de la Bihliotheque Raijonnee.

J'y ai trouve Le Diodore de Sicils, traduit par VAlle Tert^pn. II eft fingu-

lier qu'un horame, qui meprifoit les plus grands ecrivains de I'antiquite, aic

pu devenir le tradudeur d'un hiftorien, dont I'utiiitc fortuite eft ftiperieure

aux talens reels. Quoiqiie la traduftion foic eftimcc, on rcleve ici un aflez-

grand nombre de ics defauts. Les deux editions de -Tile Live et Jcs Jupple-

mens^ I'me par Drakenborch, Vautre par M. Crevier. Dans la premiere,

je vols le texte de Tite enfeveli dans ecus les commentaires bons et mauvais

qu'on a fait fur lui. Je vois dans I'autre une vie fensee de I'auteur, un

choix raifonne des meilleurs remarques, et beaucoup de gout et de fagacite

de la part de I'editeur. Je vois que celui-ci a fu renftrmer les quinze

premiers livres dans 828 pages, (y compris encore fes propres prolegomcnes,)

pendant qu'il en a fallu a I'autre 2159 pour les dix neuf premiers livres,'

cum notis variorum; je ne nie pas cependantque I'edition Holkndoife ne foic

un

hypothefes, there are ftill three propofitions on this fubjeft, which reft on equally

good authority, and are yet contradiaory to each other, i. That the Pomceriuni

was a confecrated flip of ground on both fuies of the walls. 2. That the walls of

Rome had the fame exteiit from Servius TuUius to Aurelian. 3. That Sylla, Julius

C«far, and the emperor Claudius, extended the Pomcerium.

I this day finilhed the twentieth volume of the Bibliotheqiie Raifotmee ; which

contains the tranflation of Diodorus Sictilus, by the Abbe TerafTon. It is remarkable

that a man, who defpifed the fineft writers of antiquity, (liould have condefcended to

become the tranflator of an hiftorian, whofe accidental utility far furpades his real

merit. Though this tranflation be edeemed, the critic here expofes many of its

errors. Two editions of Titus Livius, with his fupplements ; one by Drakenborch,,

and the other by Crevier. In the firft, the text of Livy is buried under a weight

of the commentaries, good or bad, that have been written on that author. The
fecond contains a fenfible life of the hiftovian, a judicious feleftion of the heft

remarks on his work, and difplays as much intelligence as taftc on the part of the editor.

He includes the firft fifteen books, together with his own prolegomena, in 828 pages ;

whereas the Dutch editor beftows 2159 pages on the firft nineteen books, cum

iiotis varicrtitn. The latter edition, however, may be confidered as a good repertory.

Syntagma
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un bon repertoire. Syntagma Dijfertationum ad Hiftoriam Eccleftajlicam

pertinentium a Mofliemio. EUes me paroifTent meilleures que fes difTertations

theologiques. La verite des Miracles de M. de Faris, le deuxihne et

troijieme Extrait. Le journalifte cpluche avec beaucoup de foin k gue-

rifon du jeune d'Alphonfe de Palacios. Si tous ces miracles reflemblent a

celui-ci, il n'etoit pas necedlure aiix Jefiiites de recourir a I'ceuvre du

demon. La Friponnerie Ldique du DoSleur Bentley. Reporife au fameiix

livre de Collins, pleine d'erudition et d'injures. Le traducteur et le jour-

nalifte ont rencheri fur lui a I'egard des dernieres.

Septembre 19.]—J'ai lu Nardini, L. i. C. i, it. Hi. p. 949

—

^Si. Apres

avoir fixe les limites dc la ville, il decrit les fept collines qui y etoient

renfermees; la methode oppofee n'auroit elle pas ete plus claire et

plus naturelle ? II examine fort bien les divifions difFerentes du peuple

et de la ville ; les tribus et les curiae de Romulus, les tribiis de Ser-

vius, les quatorze regions d'Augufte, et les fept regions des premiers

papes, Je voudrois qu'il eiit recherche la diftribution des curi^, apres le

regne de Servius. Les partagea t'on de nouveau entre les tril?us de ce

prince ? Les tribus de Romulus fubfifterent elles uniquemcnt pour les
'

'

comitia curiata? La divifion des curiae, n'eut elle plus rien de commun

avec

Syntagma Dijprtatiomtin ad Hijloriam Ecctcjtajlicum pertinentium -x Mofhemio, Hiseccle-

/iaftical ciiflertations feem to me to have more merit than his theological ones. The

Truth of the Miracles of Mr. Paris; fecond and third Extra£l. The journalift

carefully fifts the cure of young Alphonfo of Palacios : if none of the miracles

was better than this, the Jefuits needed not to have afcribed them to the devil. La
FripanNc'iie Laique, Lay Fraud, by Dr. Bentley. An anfwer to the famous book

of Collins, full of learning and fcuirility ; in tlie latter of which the author is out-

done by his tranflator and criiic.

September 19.]— I read Nardini, L. ii. C. i, ii, iii. p. 949--.9f)r^ After fixing the

limits of the city, he dtfcribcs the feven hills which they included. The reverfe of this

method would perhaps have been more natural. He explains very clearly the different

divifions of the people and of the city, the tribes dnd curiae of Romulus, the tribes

inftituted by ^Servius, the fourteen regions of Auguftus, and the feven regions^

of the firft popes. I wifli he had inquired into the diftribution of the curix after

the reign of Servius, and determined whether they were again divided among the

tribes inftituted by that prince; whether the divifion of the tribes by Romulus-

continued to fubfift merely for the purpofe of the eomitia curiata; or whether, after'.

R 2 the
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avec celle des tribus ? Le dernier fentiment me paroitroit le plus vrai-

fcmblablc.

Septcnibre 20.]—J'ai lu Nardini, L. ii. C. iv, v. ct L. Hi. C. i, it. Hi, iv, v,

z'i, et une partie dii vii. p. 961— 1005. II y park des ecrivains qui nous ont

laifle des defcriptionsde Rome, tela que Publius Vidor, Sextus Rufus, Onu-

phrius Panvinius, et la Notice de I'Empire. lis font utiles comme ayant eu

foils Ics yeux un grand nombre de monumens qui ne fubfiftent plus que

dans les livres. Malgre tous kurs avantages reanmoins, kur exadicude eft

fi inferieure a celle des critiques modernes, (d'un Nardini par exempk,) que

ceux-ci fe voyent a tout moment en etat de fuppleer a leurs omif-

fions, de relever leurs meprifes, et de remarquer mcme quelquefois leurs

contradidions. Apres ces preliminaires, Nardini paiTe a la defcripcion des

quatorze regions de la ville ; il decrit fort en detail la premiere region,

(Porta Capena,) et une partie de la deuxieme (Mons Ccclius). On peuc dire

qu'en general fes recherches font heureufes, et qu'en combinant une infinite

dc paflages difperfes dans les anciens auteurs, auffi bien les uns avec les

autrcs, qu'avec I'etat aduel des iieux, il parvient a determiner la fituation

de la plus part des monumens. Dans la defcription qu'il fait du vallon

d'Egeria, (aujourdluii Caffarella,) qui s'etend a gauche de la Parte Capena^

entre

the time of Servius, the dlvifion of the people by curix, had no longer any relation

to their divifion by tribes. The latter opinion appears to me the more probable.

September 20.]—I finiflied the fecond book of Nardini, chapters fourth and fifth. I

alfo read the third bock, C.i, ii,iii,iv, v, vi,vii. p.961— 1005. He fpeaks of the authors

who have given us defcriptions of Rome; fuch as Publius Viclor, Sextus Rufus,

Onuphrius, Panvinius, and the Notitia Iinpcni. Their chief utility arifes from their having

had before their eyes many monuments which are now known only by books. Yet not-

withftanding this advantage, their defcriptions are fo inferior in point of accuracy to

thofe of modern critics, (Nardini for example,) that the latter are continually obliged

to correcfl: their miHakes, to fupply their defeds, and fometimes even to point out

their contradidions. After thefe preliminary matters, Nardini proceeds to defcribe

the fourteen regions of the city ; treating minutely, in this part of his work,

the firft region, or that of the Porta Capena ; and the fecond, or that of the

Mons Crelius. We may pronounce his refearthes in general to be fuccefsful. By
combining a multitude of paflages fcattered in ancient authors, both with each other,

and with his local knowledge of P^ome, he is enabled to afcertain the fituation of the

greater part of its monuments. His account of the valley of Egeria, which lies on
the left of the Porta Capetia, between the Latin and Appian ways, illuftrated, much

2 to
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cntre la voyc Latine ct la voye Appienne, j'ai goute le plaifir d'encendre

beaucoup inieux men Juvenal. Nardini employe la moitie d'un chapitre a

rechercher ia vraie fignification des mots de dc/uus et d'injula, et a refutcr

le fentiment de Lipfius la-de(lus. Graevius n'eft point content ni de I'un ni

de I'autre. Si ces Mtfiieurs, meilleiirs critiques qu'ils n'etoient logiciens,

avoient apporte autant de foin a fe faire des idees nettes qu'a entafler des

citations, je crois qu'ils auroient vu, fans difficulte, i. Que le mot mjula.,.

mstaphorique dans Ion origine, fignifioit tout batiment de toute efpece quel-

conque, qui etoit entierement ifole, et dont les murailles etoient feparees des

murailles voifines par un efpace plus ou moins grand. Cell la notion

primitive de ce mot. El!e eft appuyee par la raifon et Tautorite de Feftus,

et il faut bien fe garder d'y faire entrer des idces acceffoires. 2. Sans

difconvenir que dans les premiers fiecles de Rome, il n'y eut beaucoup

de ces batimens, on peut dire hardiment qu'apres I'incendie de Neron, ils

devinrent beaucoup plus nombreux, et que dans le fiecle de Conftantin ils

rempliflbient toute la viile. Tscite nous apprend un edit tres fage de Neron,

portant qu'on ne rebatiroit plus les maifons avec des murs mitoyens, mais

que chaque maifon auroit fcs murailles particulieres. Peut on defigner

plus clairement des injula: ? Peut on douter d'un autre cote, que cette edir

n'att

to mv fatisfacftion, feveral paflages in JuTcnal. He employs the half of a chapter ia

invefligating the true meaning of the words doimis and injula^ and in confuting,

Lipfius's opinion on that fubjedl. GrcEvius is equally diflatisfied with the explica-

tions of Lipfius and his antagonift. If thefe antiquaries, who were better critics tjian

logicians, had been at as much pains to acquire an exa£l; idea of their fubjeft, as to

heap up citations, I am perfuaded they would eafily have perceived, 1. That the

word infula, which in its application to the lioufes of Rome, was at firft metapho-

rical, denoted every edifice that was intirely infulated, and whofe walls were com-

pletely feparated from thofe of the neighbouring buildings. This primitive figni-

fkation of the word is fupported both by the nature of the thing and the authority of

Feftus ; and we ought not to mix with this efTential charadteriftic, any accefibry

ideas. 2. "Without difputing that, in the firfl: ages of Rome, the number of fuch.- .

edifices was great, we may boldly affirm that it became much greater after the con- •

flagration in the reign of Nero ; and that in the age of Conftantine, buildings called.

infula filled the whole extent of the city. Tacitus informs us of a wife regulation

Btiade by Nero, forbidding the ufe of walls common to two contiguous houfes, and

requiring that the walls of each houfe fliould be diftin£t and feparate from thofe

of the houfes nearcft to it. The infula cannot be more accurately defined than by

this
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n'ait cte fuivi de Ion execution, quand on voit dans Publius Vicbor, que

dans le quatricme fiecle, il y avoit quarante fix milk infuU dans la capi-

tale, et qu'a rexception tout au plus de dix huit cens domus, toutes les

habitations particulieres font compriles Ibus ce nom. Dcs que Ic fait eft

conftate, il fauc plutot fonger a I'expliquer qu'a le contefter. Ainfi je ne

dirai point que toute la ville n'a pas pu etre rebacie klon I'edit de Ncron,

puifque I'inccndie qui aniva fous fon^regne n'en confuma qu'une partie.

Cet edit etoit certainement fage : pourquoi fes fucceffeurs ne I'auroient ils

pas confirmc ? En ce cas les trois cens ans ecoules entre Neron et Victor

fuffifent bien pour renouveller la ville, et pour la rebacir toute entiere fur le

nouveau plan. On n'a pas meilleure grace de fe recrier fur le peu d'agrc-

mens de toutes ces maifons ifolees. La furete p.c merite elle pas le lacrifice

de la beaute ? C'cft d'ailleurs fi fort une beautc de convention que je ne

fens point ce defaut. Des le momen!: que les rues etoient larges, et les

maifons bien alignees, je ne crains plus rien pour le coup d'csil. 3. Cet

edit en reglant les fituations des maifons en laiffbit le forme et la grandeur a

la difpofition de chaque particulier. La maifon d'un artifan et celle du

Neron etoient egalement inJuU des qu'elles en pofledoicnt la marque

caradteriftique, celle d'etre ifolees de tout autre batiment. Le nombre des

unes et des autres a du cependant etre alfez borne. Celui des grands eft

toujonrs

this defcription ; and we cannot doubt whether the edift was carried into execution,

when we read in Publius Viftor, that in the fourth century there were 46,000 itifula

in the capital •, and that, with the exception of not more than 1800 domus, all the

dwellings of Rome were comprehended under that name. Since the fa£t is afcer-

tained, it is our bufinefs not to conteft, but to explain it. I will not therefore allege

that the whole city could not have been re-built agreeably to Nero's ediift, becaufe

there was only a part of it confumed by the conflagration .under his reign. As the

edidl was a wife one, it would naturally be perpetuated by his fucceflors ; and in the

fpace of three hundred years from Nero to Viftor, there was time for iebuilding tlie

whole city according to the new plan. The unpleafmg effect of fo many feparate

houfes to t^ie eye, ought not to create any difficulty : fatety is to be preferred

to "beauty ; efpecially to a beauty ileptndent on fadiion ; fo that, provided the ftreets

were flraight and fpacious, the eye would be abundantly gratified. 3. This edicl

regulated only the fituation of houfes, but left their frze &nA ftiApe- to the difcretion

of each proprietor. Nero's palace and the houfe of an artificer were equally

entitled to the appellation of 'infiiht, provided they had the fpecific charr.dVer of

ftanding detached and feparate from all other buildings. The number of fuch jnfuhc

could not be confiderable. 'Y\\z great form but a fmall proportion of any community ;

. . I -and



EXTRAITS DU JOURNAL. 127

toiijours petit j et je penfe que la depenfe, auffi bien que la difficuke et le

danger d'avoir unc petite maifon fcparee des toutes les autres, a du eng.iger

la plus partdu gens du peuple a fe contenter d'un uppartement de louage. On
voit nietr.e par Juvenal et par Martial qu'ils s'cn contentoient. Des lors

la cupidite induftrieufe des hommes me prouve mieux que tous les paflages,

qu'il a dus'elever bcaucoup d'entrepreneurs qui travailloient pour la beaute

de la ville et la con:imodite du peuplc, en conftruifant de grands maifunSj

dont ils louoient les differens apparcemens a plufieurs families. Cct ufage,

generalement repandu, etendit bientot la fignification d'hijula, en y uniffanc

des idees nouveiks et acceffoircs. On ccmmencjoit a s'cn fcrvir pour defigner

proprement un aflemblage de plul?eurs menages fous le meme toit, et con-'

fequemment pour exprimer une maifon louee, et louee a des gens du commun.

Q'e:?i ainfi que Petrone et les jurifconfultes nous hi reprefcntent. 4. Ne
pourroit on point du nombre des i>ifulce conjedurer celui des habitans de

Rome ? VitSlor ct la Notice de 1' Empire s'accordent fur le prfemier. II y
en avoit 46,602. Je vois dans Juvenal que les maifons de Rome etoient

ordinairement a quatre etages*; eta les fuppofcr remplies chacune d'une fa-

mille de fix perfonnes, Yhijda en concenoit vingt quatre. Celles qui

etoient louees (et c'etoit le grand nomibre) ne devoient pas en avoir moins;

et

and the expence, together with the inconvenience and danger, attending a feparate

dwelling, incline me to believe that the lower clafles at Rome were contented with

lodgings; which appears really to have been the cafe, both from Juvenal and Martial.

The avaricious induftry of man will ferve better to convince us than all the paflages

in antient authors, th.it there would be a number of builders, who promoted the

beauty of the city and the convenience of its inhabitants, by trefling large edifices,

of which the feparate apartments were let to different families. This prattice. which

became general, greatly extended the fignification of the word //^/<f, by connetling

with it a new meaning. It began to d, note a multitude of families living under the

fame roof, and therefore a houfe hired to tiie lower clafles of the people: and in tlas

fenfe it is taken by Petronius and the writers on the Roman law. 4. From the num-.

ber of the injula would it be poflible to alcertain that of the inhabitants of Rome ?

Victor and the Nctitia Imperii fix the former at 46,602. We learn from Juvenal, that

the hoiifes of the Romans confided commonly of four ftories* ; and if we fuppofe each,

ftory to have lodged a family of fix perfons, each of the infuLe would ront lin twi r.ty-

four inhabitants. Thofe which were let to hire could not have fewer, and the palaces

• Juvenal Satir. iii. 197—zc2.

of.
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ct les palais des riches en renfermoient bien davantage *. Heureufement on

peut rcpartir I'exccdent fur les petites malfons particulieres. 'A multiplier

done cetce Ibmme parcelle des bifuLe, nousaurons pour le total des habitans

de Rome i,i 1 8,418 anies. Ce nombre me plait aflez; il remplit la grandc

enceinte de la villc, et tout ce que nous lifons de fon immenfite, fans pafler

toute fois les borncs de la vrjilcmblance. Je pourrois montrer en detail, que

le fylleme de Nardini ne donneroit qu environ 360,000 habitans a la capitale

du monde, tandis que I'hypodiefe de Gra;vius en exigeroit quatre ou cinq

millions. L'un et I'autrc de ces nombres me paroificnt egalement infoute-

nable. 5. Qi_iant aux dix huil cens maiibns, domas, qui font comptees

a part dans toutcs les defcriptions, leurnom, leur nombre,. et un pafTage de

Suetone m'engagent a croirc qu'elles etoientles maifons principales, les hotels

de Rome. Jc ne crois pas, cependant, qu'il faille les dilUnguer des inJuliC.

Si leur grandeur les tiroit de cette claffe, leur fituanon ifolee et diftinde les

faifoit rentrer dans I'idee primitive et fpeciale de ce mot y.

Septembre 22.]—Le fecond tome des Lettres du Baron de Bielfeld m'a

dctourne de Nardini. Son caraclere m'interefie. Je trouve dans fes lettres

* II faut fe fouvenir combien les Seigneurs Roniains a\oient d'ciclaves.

.J-
V. furtoute cecte queftion, Lipf. ad Tacit. Annul, x-v. huriiini Rotr.a ivtm, L. Hi. C, i-v,

p. 085, 986, 987 : cl Gi'av. in Pva-faU ad torn, iv, Thcfaur. Antij Roman, Je me fers de

toutcs leurs citations.

unc

of the rich would contain a far greater number *. This furplus may be divided among

the fmall infuU not let to hire, but belonging to thofe who inhabited them: fo that by

multiplying die number of inful.e by twenty-four, we fliall have 1,118,448 for the

inhabitants of Rome. I am pleafed with this number, which, without paihng the

bounds of credibility, correfponds with the great extent of the city, and with all that

we are told of its populoufnefs. It might be clearly proved that Nardini's fyftem

•would give but 360,000 inhabit.ants to the capital of the world; whereas Grxvius's

hypothefis would require four or five millions: both which numbers feem to me highly

improbable. 5. As to the 1 Boo houfes, domiis, which in all the defcriptions of

Rome are reckoned feparately, their name, their numbers, and a paffiige of Suetone

concur in making me believe that tliey were the principal buildings, or palaces of Rome

I think, however, they need not be diftinguiflied from the infulie; fince if they are

removed from this clafs by their greatnefs, they may be again reduced to it, by their

detached fituatlon, which was the original and fpccific meaning of tlie word f.

September 22.]—The fecond volume of Baron Bielfeld's Letters withdrew my
attention from Nardini. I am interefled in the Baron's charafter ; his letters give a

* We niuft remember that the (laves were numerous in great faiL lies.

•J-
See concerning the whcle quelbon. Lip/, ad Tacit. Annci. xv. Nardini Rcma 'vetus,

L.iii. C. i-v. p. 985 > 986, 987 r et Giav. m I'm/at, ad turn, i-v. Thejaur. Auliq. Roman,

I have availed myfdf of all their (juotations.

lively
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une image aflez naive des cours d'AUemagne. J'aurois prefere a la verlte

quelques circonftances du caradere et de I'hiftoire du roi de Prufle, et des

foupers de Potzdam, a tous ces galas et ces manages. Mais la difcretion et

lacrainte impofenr des loix bien rigoureufes en Allemagne.

Septembre 23.]

—

J'&ilu Nardim, L.iii. lereftedu C.feptieme, elleviii,ix,

X, xi, xii. /). 1005— 1039. Mon auteur acheve de decrire la deuxieme regiofl,

pafle enfuite a la troificme ('-//?j ef Moneta), et commence la quatriemc

(Templum Pacts). Conime il approche du centre de la ville, des quartiers

remplis d'anciens monumens, fes matcriaux deviennent plus abondans. 11

depeint la /-Vfl Sacra avec beaucoup de nettete; il eft vrai qu'il pouvoit

s'aider d'un grand nombre de points determines. Cette rue fameufe etoit

bornee d'un cote par I'Jrcus Fahianus, qui s'ouvroit dans le Forum Romanum

;

de I'autre cote elle aboutiffoit au Cclojfeum, qui la feparoit de la rue Stiburra,

qu'on a effaye vainement de tranfporter ailleurs, et done Nardini fixe la

pofition avec beaucoup de favoir et d'exaclitude. La ceremonie qui fe pra-

tiquoit dans la Regia, porte, felon moi, toutes les marques de la plus haute

antiquite : un peuple, qui voulant reprefenter le Dieu de la Guerre, ne lavoit

ou ne vouloit point imiter la figure humaine, et qui I'adoroit fous la forme

d'un

lively piiSlure of the German courts. I fliould have preferred indeed fome account of

the chara£ler and hiftory of the king of Pruffia, and the fuppers at Potzdam, to the

defcription of all thofe galas and marriages. But fear or difcretion impofe rigorous

laws on a German author.

September 23.]—I read Nardini, L. iii. the remainder of C. vii. and C. viii, ix, x,

xi, xii. p. 1005— 1039- He finiflies the defcription of the fecond region, and pro-

ceeds to that of the third (Ills and Moneta), which he alfo concludes; and thei*

commences the defcription of the fourth (Templum Pacis). As he draws near to

the center of the city, his materials become more abundant, from the greater quan-

tity of ancient monuments in that neighbourhood. He traces dillinctly the Via Sa-

cra; whofe fituation, indeed, is afcertained by a variety of fure limits. This famous
ftreetis bounded, ou one fide, by the Fabian arch, which led to the Roman Forum;
and, on the otlier, it terminates at the Colofleum, by which it was feparatcd from the

ftreet called Suburra ; which fame antiquaries vainly endeavoured to place elfewhcre ;

but whofe pofition is fixed by Nardini with much learning and accuracy. The cere-

mony pradifed in the Regia, bears, in my opinion, all the marks of the higiicft anti-

quity : 3 people, defirous of reprefenting the God of War, but who were incapable

or unwilling to imitate the human figure, and tlierefore adored him under the form
»0L. II. s of
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d'un lance : le facrifice d'lm cheval fait dans les champs, donton cnlevoit la

tete fanglante, et qu'on attackoit a la muraille de la Regia : tout (dis-je)

m'annonce une origine Scythiqiie, et les moeurs d'un peuple nomade. II

n'y a pas jufquc aux combats des habitans de la Fia Sacra, et de ceux de la

Siiburra, qui ne rappellent la barbaric de cette inftitution, etablie dans un

ffecle ou la focietc fe formoit a peine. En fulvant le Fia Sacra, Ton trouve

le 'Temple de la Paix, et le Colojfeiim. Rome doit au plus avare de fes princes

deux de fes plus beaux monumens. Heureux le pays, dont les fouverains

font avares dans les details, pour etre magnifiques dans le grand !

Septembre 24.]—J'ai Ui Nardini, L. Hi. C. xiii, xiv, xv, et L. iv.

C. I

—

10. p. 1039— 1 125. II pourfuit la delcription de la quatrieme re-

gion, et pafie enfuite a la cinquieme (Efquilinus), la fixieme (yllta Semita),

et la fcptieme (Fia Lata) ; et il met bien Ibus les yeux I'aftion infernale de

Tullia. Elle montoit le Ficus Cyprius. Elle etcit deja prefqu'a I'extremite

de cette rue, ou elle fe partageoit en deux branches; la droite (Clivus Fir-

bius) montoit a I'Efquilin, et conduifoit au palais de Servius Tullius; la

gauche (Ficus Patricius) paflbit entre I'Efquilin et le Viminal, et formoit

une rue oii les Patriciens demeuroient fous les yeux de leur roi. Ce fut dans

cet endroit que le corps fanglant de fon pere ne put arreter le char de Tullia^

L'horreur

of a fpear ; a horfe faerificed in the field, whofe bloody head was carried in procef-

fion, and fixed to the wall of the Regia ; every thing in thefc rites points tea Scy-

thian origin, and indicates the manners of wandering barbarians. Even the military

fports of the inhabitants of the Via Sacra and Suburra date their origin from a period

when fociety was yet in its infancy. The Via Sacra leads to the Temple of Peace and

the Colofieum, two of the fineft monuments of Rome, which that city owes to tlie

moft avaricious of its princes. Happy the people, whofi.- princes, by habitual ceco-

nomy, are capable of executing great undertakings!

September 24.]— I read Nardini, L, iii. C. xiii, xiv,xv. andL, iv. C. i—x. p. 1039—
1125. He continues and concludes the defcription of the fourth region, and pro-

ceeds to the fifth (Efquilinus), the fixth (Alta Semita), and the feventh (Via

Lata). He fets clearly before our eyes the infernal a£tion of Tullia. She afcended

the Vicus Cyprius, and had already reached the extremity of that ftreet, where it di-

vides into two branches : that on the right led to the Efquiline Mount and the

palace of Servius Tullius; that on the left (Vicus Patricius) joined the Efquiline and

the Viminal, forming a ftreet where the Patricians lived under the eyes of their king;

It was here that the bloody body of her father could not ftop the chariot of Tullia.

2 The
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L'horreiir public detacha ce lieu du Vicus Cyprius, dont il faifoit partic, et

lui fit prendre le nom de Ficus Sceleratiis. La huitieme Satyre du premiere

livre d'Horace offre une petite difficulte par rapport au Mont Efquilin. Les

jardins de Mecene occupoient un terrein deftine auparavant aux cimetieres

du peuple. Cela paroit clairement. Mais dans quel terns ce changement

s'eft il fait ? Nardini penfe que ce fut fous le regne de Servius. Cependant,

il me femble qu'un coup d'oeil fur cette fatyre fuffit pour faire voir qu'il n'eft

point ici d'allufion froide et recherchee a des evenemens arrives depuis cinq

cens ans, mais que le poete y parle d'un changement fait de fon terns, fous

fes yeux, et par les foins de fon protedteur. Le Mont Efquilin (me dit on

cependant) etoit depuis Servius dans I'enceinte de la ville. Enterroit on

des efclavcs dans une ville ou Ton accordoit a peine cet honneur aux empe-

reurs ? Je fens tout le poidsde I'objeclion. Mais fi I'Efquilin etoit ren-

ferme dans les murailles de Rome, I'etoit il dans le Pomccrium? Nous n'eu

favons rien. Le Mont Aventin etoit dans I'enceinte de Servius. Six

fiecles apres I'empereur Claude I'environna de murailles. La defence d'en-

terrer les morts dans les villes tenoit au droit pontifical; et pour les pontifes,

ks limites etoient celles qu'ils tracoient eux memes, le Pomeerium. Je ne

donne qu'une explication d'hypothefe j mais c'eft tout ce que je puis donner.

Sur

The horror excited by her deed, feparated this place from the Vicus Cyprius, and gave to it

the name of Vicus Scelcratus. In the eighth fatire of the third book of Horace, a

difficulty occurs refpedling the Efquiline Mount. The gardens of Mecaenas flood on

aground formerly employed as a public burying place. There is not any doubt of the

faft ; but it is uncertain when this change took place. Nardini thinks that it was in

the reign of Servius. But it feems to me, that a glance at this fatire is fufficient to

{howr that the paflage in Horace is not a cold and far-fetched aljufion to an event that

happened five hundred years before his own time ; but that he fpeaks of a change

operated under his own eyes, and by the diredlion of his patron. But Mount Ef.

quelin, I fhall be told, was ever fince the time of Servius within the walls of Rome:
and can it be believed that flaves {hould have been interred in a city, which fcarcelr

granted that honour to emperors? I feel the whole weight of this objeflion
; yet I

would aik, whether the Efquiline, though within the walls, was therefore within the

Pomeerium? This cannot be determined. Mount Aventine was within the circuit

traced by Servius, and the emperor Claudius furrounded it with walls fix centuries

afterwards. The prohibition of interring in cities proceeded from the pontifical law

;

and tlie college of priefts regulated, at pleafure, the limits of the Pomoerium. This

is but zn hypothefis, yet it is the only folrtion I can gire of the difficulty. We
s 2 (lilJ
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Sur le meme Mont Efquilin on voit encore un arcde triomphe, erige parim

particulier a rempereur Gallien. L'ouvrage en eft grofTier ; mais radulation

de rinfcription I'eft encore d'avantage, Un prince qui laiffoit Ton pere dans

les fers de Perfes, et Tempire en proye a tons fes ennemis, y eft loue pour fa

valeur, qualite dominante chez lui, et qui ne le ceJoit qu'a la fcule piete.

Qu'on transforme les vices d'un monarque dans des vertus, qui peuvent y

avoir quelque rapport; qu'on nomme fon ambition grandeur d^ame, fa la-

chcte amour de la paix, fa crainte juftice ; c'cft la regie; on auroit tort de

s'en offenfer. Mais incenfer en lui les vertus les plus oppofecs a fon carac-

terel On eft prefque tente d'y voir vn fatyre fevere cachee fous I'ironie.

Cette infcription eft bien plus forte que le pax ulique, que M. Addifon avoit

troiive fur une medaille du meme Gallien.

Septembre 25.]

—

yaxlxx Nardiniy L.v. C.i,ii, in, ra. p. 11 25— 1149*

II eft enfin arrive au centre de la ville, au Forum Romanum, o\\ Ton ne peut

faire un pas, fans rencontre r les monumens de la religion, de la grandeur,

et de la politique des Remains. Malheureufement la plus part de ces-anciena

monumens n'exiftent plus que dans les auteurs. Ceux-ci nous parlentd'une

petite chapelle de la concorde, dont je dirai deux mots. Elle etoit moins

l'ouvrage de la piete que de la haine. Flavius, cet enneml'jure de la no-

blefle.

ftill fee on Mount Aventine a triumphal arch, which a private citizen raifed \xt

honour of the emperor Gallienus. The rudenefs of the work is furpalTed by the,

Goarfe fl.utery of the infcription. A prince, who left his fatlier a prifoner among the

Perfians, and the empire a prey to its enemies, is extolled for his valour, which was

only exceeded by his piety. It is allowable to transform the defeats of princes- inta

kindred excellencies ; to call their ambition magnanimity; theic feverity juftice ; and

their cowardice moderation. This does not offend us, becaufe it is the cuflom. But

when Gallienus is flattered for virtues moft oppofite to Ins charadler, we are almoft.

tempted to believe that, under the flattery, a fevere fatire is concealed. This infcrip-.,

tion is ftill more impudent than the pan ubique, which Mr. Addilbn read on a medal

of the fame Gallienus,

September 25.]—I read Nardini, L. v* C. i, ii, iii, iv. p. 1125— 1149. He has

now reached the centre of the city, where it was impolTible to advance a Itep without

finding fome monument of the religion, greatnefs, or policy of Rome; but unfortu-

nately the greater part of thofe monuments no longer exift, except in ancient authors.

They fpeak of a .ittle chapel dedicated to Concord, concerning which I fliall fay a, few.

words. This chapel was the work rather of hatred than of piety; it was built by C,

I Flavius,
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bleiTe, fongeoit a mortifier fon orgueil par ce temple. Comment y r^ufTit

il? I. En le dediant lui-meme. Le fenat vlt avec indignation qu'un edile

ofat s'attribiier des fonftions refervees toujours aux confuls et aux dicStateurs*.

a. D'une facjon encore plus fenfible, quoique plus indirefte; peu de lecleurs

I'ont apper^ue dans une paflage de Pline f . Flavins, au milieu d'une diflfen-

tion civile, avoit fait voeu de confacrer cette chapelle a la Concorde, fi elle

vouloit reunir les ordres de I'etat. Lorfqu'il la confacra, il raccompagna

d'une infcription qui fixa la date de fa dedicace a cent quatre ans, apres ccUe

de la Concorde du capitole if, ouvrage de Camille, et la fuite d'un voeu

femblable. On con^oit aflez quelle mortification la noblefle devoit eprouver

a la vue de cettc Concorde plebeienne d'un edile, placee vis a- vis de la

Concorde patricienne de fon diftateur. Dans ce beau paiTage il n'y a que

la date qui me paroit fautive. La premiere dedicace etant de I'an de Rome

386, et la feconde de I'an 448, il eft clair qu'au lieu de 104, il faut lire 62.

^ Poff Capitolinain, felon I'edition de Dalechamp. Je voudrois voir celle de Hardoum.

Nardini lit /^ f<2///9//«w, le9on qui me paroit tres fautive. Plin. Hift, Natur. 1. xxxiii. t.

J'ai

Flavlus, that fworn enemy of the nobles, with a view to mortify their pride. How
did he accomplifh this purpofe ? i. By performing the ceremony of dedication himfelf.

The fenate beheld with indignation an edile arrogating to himfelf the fundtioiis hi-

therto referved for diftators and confuls *. 2. In a manner lefs dired indeed, but ftill

more ofFcnfive, which but few readers have perceived in a paflage of Pliny §. In the

midftof a fedition, Flavius vowed to confecrate a temple to the goddefs Concord, on.

condition that ihe re-eftablifhed harmony, among the different orders of citizens.

The chapel was confecrated, and the sera of its dedication fixed by an infcription, at

thediftance of 104 years from that of the Concord of the capitol :{;, which had been

built by Camillas, in confequence of a fimilar vow. It may eaCly be imagined how
much the patricians were mortified at feeing this plebeian Concord, the work of an

edile, {landing in the neighbourhood of the patrician Concord of their diillator. In

this interefting paffage, the date only is erroneous. The firfl dedication was in the

year of Ronie 386 ; the fecond, in the year 448. Inftead of the numbers 104, we
mutt therefore read 62.

• T. Liv. ix. 46:

§ Poft Capitolinam, according to the edition of Delcampius. T fhould like to confult thaC

of Hardouin. Nardini erroneoufly reads poll capitjlium. Plin. Hift, Natur. 1. xxxiii. 1.

X Plutarch, in.Camill..

I .fiiiilhed
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J'ai acheve le vingt et unieme tome de la Biblictheque Raljonnee, J'y

trouve Eloge Hiftoriqtie d'AlphonJe 'Turretiii, par M. Venut. 11 n'eft pas

mal edit. C'eft dommage que le fujec ne foit pas plus beau. Une bonne

latinicc, des idees empruntees des Anglois, peu connus alors, et une mode-

ration rare aux theologiens de fon terns, ont fait toute fa reputation. Aufii

commence-t-elle a pafler. DiJJertations de I'Academic de Cortone : les fujets

font tres mal choifis, mais aflez bien traites. Lettres de M. Mayans, et Vie

du Doyen Marti, a la tete defes Lettres, puhlicees par le mime M. Mayans.

La barbaric de leur pays, que ces deux Efpagnols ne ceflent de deplorer,

demande de I'indulgence. lis en ont befoin, Hijloire Critique de la Philo-

Jophie, par M. Dejlandes : ouvrage leger et fpirituel. Hcfiode, par M. Ro-

linjon : la preface de cette edition me paroit bicn travaillee. Premier

' Extrait d'un Ouvrage de M. TVeJfeling, fur cette fameuje hijcription de Bere-

nice, qui a tant exerce les Javans. M. Wefleling ne la confidere que par

rapport aux Juifs.

Septembre 26.]—J'ai lu Nardini, L. v. C. v, vi, vii, viii, ix, x, xi, xii.

p. 1 149— 1216. Apres avoir enfin epuife le Forum Romanum, il pafle aux

quartiers qui I'environnient, et furtout au Forum de Cefar, a ceux d'Augufte,

•ct de Trajan. Un Forum etoit proprement une place fort ornee de temples

et

I finifned the twenty- firft volume of the Bihliotheque Raifotmee. It contains the

panegyric of Alphonfo Turretin, by Mr. Vernet ; in which the beauty of the ftyle

exceeds that of the fubjefl:. This piece owes its fame to its excellent latinity; to

ideas borrowed from England, and then new on the continent; and to a degree of

candour not ufual with theologians of that age. Its celebrity is now in the wane.'

Dijfertaiwns of the Jcademy of Cortona : the fubjefts are well treated, but ill chofen.

Letters of Mr. Mayans, and the Lfe of Dean Marti prefixed to his Letters, publi/hed by

thefame Mr. Mayans. The barbarifm of their country, which thefe two Spaniards

continually deplore, entitles them to an indulgence^ of which they fland in much

need. The Critical Hifiory of Philofophy, by Mr. Dtjlandes : a lively, but light per-

formance. Hefiod, by Mr. Robin/on : the preface is elaborate. Firjf Extract from

Mr. WeJJelings Difcourfe on thefamous Infcription of Berenice, which has fo much exer-

cifed the ingenuity of the learned. He confiders it only in relation to the Jews.

September 26.]—I read Nardini, L. v. C.v, vi, vii, viii, ix, x, xi, xii. p. 1149— 1216.

After having exhaufted the fubjecl of the Roman Forum, he pafles to the furrounding

monuments, particularly the Forum of Csefar, that of Auguftus, and that of Trajan.

A Forum was properly a place adorned on all fides with temples and porticos ; but

whofe
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et de portiques a I'entour, mais dont le batiment cflentiel etoit une bafilique,

ou fiegeoient les tribunaux de juftice. Comme ces tribunaux fe tenoient aupa-

ravant dans la place, c'eft dela que quelques auteurs confondent fouvent le

Forum et le Bafdica -, et qii'ils en parlent quelquefois comme d'une place

ouverte, et quelquefois comme d'un batiment convert. La colonne de

Trajan, placee au milieu de fon Form]}-, eft un beau monument, mais I'in-

Icription I'agrandit infiniment. Conferver par un grand ouvrage la

memoire d'un ouvrage plus grand encore; clever une magnifique colonne de

cent vingt fix pieds, pour annoncer qu'on a applani une montagne de cetce

hauteur: c'eft le fublime de rarchite6ture, de cette architedture qui parle

autant a relpric qu'aux yeux, et que les Romains entendoient mieux que tous

fes peuples de la terre. En paflant par le Forum d'Augufte, j'apper9ois le

temple de Mars le Vengeur. Depuis un edit d'Augufte, le fenat s'y aflem-

bloit toujours, pour accorder les triomphes. Ce reglement, qui paroit

n'etre que de police, tient eflentiellement aux grands changemens de ce

prince, et a tout fon fyfteme politique. Le fenat s'affemboit autrefois dans

le temple de Mars ou de Bellone, mais toujours hers des murailles. Le
general ne pouvoit point conferver fa qualite militaire dans la ville. Mais

apres qu"'on eut accorde a Augufte cette commiffion extraordinaire d'lmpe-

ratoTy

whofe efletitialcharaderiftic confided in a Bafilica, or court of juftice. As the Ro--

man judges anciently fat under the open air, authors have been led to confound the

Forum with the Bafilica, and to mention it fometimes as an open fquare, and at other

times as a covered building. Trajan's pillar, which ftands in the middle of his

Forum, is a beautiful monument, and higlily dignified by its defcription. To preferve

by one great work the memory of a work ftill greater; to raife a pillar one hundred

and twenty-fix feet high, in order to celebrate the levelling of a mountain of equal

altitude, is worthy of that fublime architeflure which fpeaks to the mind as much as

to the eyes, and which the Romans underftood better than any people on earth. In

croffing the Forum of Auguftus, you perceive the temple of Mars the Avenger

;

where, in confequence.of an edift of that prince, the fenate affembled for the pur-

pofe of decreeing triumphs. This edift, which feemed merely a regulation of police,

was effentially connected with the great changes introduced by Auguft;us, and with

his whole fydem of policy. The fenate formerly affembled in the temples of Mars
orBellona, which flood without the walls; the general not being allowed to hold his

military rank in the city. But when Auguftus was invefted with the extraordinary

character
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rator, le nouveau generaliffime demeuroit arme au milieu du Forum, et

tenoit le glaive toujoiirs leve fur latete des cicoyens,

Septembre 27.]—J'ai lu Nardini, L. v. C. xiii, xiv, xv, xvi. p. 112,1

1297. J'ai eu beaucoup de peine a m'en faire une idee. II y eft

queftion de plufieurs objets aflez compliqucs, et dont il eft difficile de le

former une image nette fans le fecours d'une reprefentacion fenfible. Une

bonne carte topographique du Mont Capitolin m'auroic ete fort utile. Ce-

pendant fi Nardini en avoit fait une *, fon editeur I'a oubliee. La carte de

M. d'Anvilleme paroit tres exadle pour la "configuration generalc; mais il

ne faut point y chercher les details. Ajoutez que le ftyle de Nardini, ou de

fon tradudleur, eft tres embarafse, et que fa methode eft aflez extraordinaire j

puifque le treizieme chapitre fuppofe la lefture du quatorzieme, comme le

onzieme et le douzieme avoient fuppofe I'intelligence du treizieme. Toute-

fois apres une lefture reiteree, et une medication approfondie, j'ai furmonte

ces obftacles, et peut etre ont ils fervi a graver plus fortement dans mon

efprit I'image du Mont Capitolin. II avoit deux fommets tres fepares I'un

de I'autre, quoique aflez fonvent confondus par les anciens, et meconnus

* II y renvoye lui-meme, V. L. v. C. x. p. izo8.

par

character of Imperator, this new generaliffimo remained for life in the midfl: of the

Forum, and held the fword always raifed over the heads of the citizens.

September 27.]—I read Nardini, L. v. C. xiii, xiv, xv, xvi. p. 1237— 1297,

which concludes the book; of which I found it very difficult to form a diftinft idea.

He treats of feveral objefls, and thofe fo complicated, that it is fcarcely pofTible to paint

them in the mind without feeing them delineated on paper. A good topographical chart

of the Capitoline Mount would have been extremely ufeful; but if fuch a chart was

made by Nardini *, it is here omitted by his editor. That of D'Anville exhibits accu-

rately the general outline; but does not reprefent particulars. Nardini's ftyle, or that

of his tranflator, is alfo exceedingly puzzling; and his arrangement faulty in the ex-

treme ; fince the thirteenth chapter fuppofes the reader acquainted with the fourteenth,

and the eleventh and twelfth chapters cannot be underftood without a previous ac-

quaintance v/ith the thirteenth. By repeated perufals, and attentive meditation, I at

length furmounted thcfe obftacles, which have ferved perhaps to engrave more deeply

in my mind the image of the Capitoline Mount. It had two fummits, quite diftind

from each other, though often confounded by the ancients, and miftaken by the

• He refers to it bimfelf, V. L. v. C. x, p. 1028.

moderns.
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par les modernes. Celui du midi, qui dominoit le Tybre, et qui ecoic

borne par les rochers Tarpeiens, fi elcarpes autrefois, et fi imperceptibles

aujourdhui, s'appelloit Arx, la citadclle. Le Ibmmet feptentrional etoit

proprement le capitole. II etoio occupe par le temple de Jupiter. Le vallon

qui feparoit ces deux fommets s'appelloit Yluterraontium. Ce fut dans ce

vallon, dans un bois touffu qui rombrageoit, que Romulus etablit le fa-

ineux AJyluni la pepiniere de fa colonie. Dans la fuite le bois difpariit, et

ceda la place a des edifices magnifiques. Une muraille forte formoit

I'cnceinte des deux montagnes et du vallon. On montoit au capitole par

trois chemins, qui y menoient depuis le Forum, i. 'Ls.i Cantiim Gradus,

qui commengoient un peu au-deflus du temple de la Concorde, et qui abou-

tllToient a celui de Junon Moneta dans la citadelle. 2. Le chemin de

\'AJylum, c'etoit celui des triomphes. 3. Le Clivus Cafitolinus : fa fitua-

tion n'eft pas aulB determince que celle des autres. Apres avoir pefe les

argumens de Marlianus et de Nardini, je dois dire qu'ils me paroilTent tres

foibles et les uns et les autres. Cependant j'adopterai I'opinion du pre-

mier. Des le moment qu'un des trois chemins avoit le nom propre de

CUvui Capitolinus, je crois qu'il conduifoit au capitole proprement dit.

Ainfi felon cette fuppofition, chaque fommet avoit fon chemin particulier,

fans compter celui qui etoit commun aux deux.

Septembrc

modems. The fouthern fummit, which overlooked the Tiber, was almoft contigu-

ous to the rude Tarpeian rocks, which are now.fcarcely perceptible; and was called

Arx, the citadel. The northern fummit properly formed the capitol. It was the

fcite of the temple of Jupiter. The valley feparating the two mountains was called

Intcrmontium, and covered with a thick foreft ; where Romulus eftabliflied the

famous Afylum, which was the nurfery of his colony. Afterwards the forefl difap-

peared, to make room for magnificent edifices. The valley and both mountains were

inclofed with a ftrong wall. Three roads led to the capitol from the Forum, i. The
Centum Gradus, which began a little beyond the temple of Concord, and terminated

at the temple of Juno Moneta in the citadel. 2. The road belonging to the Afylum,

which was that through which conquerors pufltid in triumph. 3. The C/ivus Capito-

I'lnus, whofe fituation is lefs accurately determined than that of the two othei's. After

carefully weighing the arguments of Marlianus and Nardini, I am obliged to fiy, that

neither party fupports his opinion with much force. I adopt, however, that of the

former; if one of the roads had the name of Clivus CafUdiiius, it is natural to

think that it led to the capitol, properly fo called ; and on this fuppofition each

fummit muft have had its particular road, befides that common to both.

VOL. n. T September
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Septembre 28.]—J'ai lu Nardiniy L. vi. C. i, ii, Hi, iv, v, vi, vii, vii'i.

p, 1227 1297. Cet aiueur, apres avoir acheve cetce huitienie region, qui

comprcnoit Ic Forum et le capitole, fort de la porte Carmentale pour par-

courir la neuvieme (Campus Mar/iusJ, qui n'cntra dans I'enceinte de la ville

qu'apres la conftrudion de la muraille d'Aurelien. Apres rexpiilfion des

Tarquins, le peuple confacra a Mars un champ qui leur avoit apartenu, eC

qui fervit deformais aux exercifes militaires, et aux aflemblees du peu-

ple. Une certaine Tarutia, qui legua au peuple fon champ entre celui de

Mars et le Tybre ; et Flaminius, qui lui laifla quelques pres hors de la porte

Carmentale, agrandirent bientot ce domaine public, qui n'etoit encore

qu'une plaine rafe et unie, ou I'oeil ne decouvroit qu'une prifon aflez an-

cienne, un temple de Bellone, (bati A. U. C. 457,) et les -E^'ain^ et les-

Sep/a, qui reflembloient plutot a des pares de moutons qu'a des batimens

publics. On peut appercevoir trois epoques principales parmi tous les

changemens plus infenfibles qui ont du s'y faire. i. Peu de terns avant Isl

feconde guerre Punique, (vers Tan de Rome 535,) ce Flaminius qui perit

cnfuite I la bataille de Thrafymene, conllruifit un cirque fur le terrein qui

avoit ete autrefois a fes ancetres. Ce cirque fut bientot environne des

temples d'Hercule Mufagcte, et de Junon, du portique d'06lavius, &c.

et

September 28.]— I read Nardiiii, L. vi. C. i, ii, iii, iv, v, vi, vii, viil, p. 1237—

1297. Having defcribed the eighth region, comprehending the Forum and the Capi-

tol, he proceeds through the Porta Carmetitalis, to examine the ninth, or Campus

Martius, which was without the city till enclofcd by Aurelian's wall. The Ro-

mans, after expelling the Tarquins, confecrated to Mars a field which had belonged

to that family -, and which afterwards ferved for the place of military exercifes, and

the aflemblies of the people. The legacy of Tarutia, confiftlng of a field between

the Campus Martius and the Tiber, and that of Flaminius, confifting of fome mea-

dows beyond the Porta Carmentalis, fpeedily enlarged the bounds of the public pro-

perty -, which flill continued a bare and fmooth plain, except that the fight was in-

terrupted by an antient prifon ; by a temple of Bellona, built in the year of Rome

457 ; and by the Equit-ia and Septa, which refembled rather inclofures for Iheep than

public edifices. In the changes which the Campus Martius gradually underwent, we

may diftinguifli three principal seras. 1. Towards the year of Rome 535, and a

little before the fecond Punic war, the fame Flambius, who afterwards periflied in

the battle near the lake Thrafymenus, built a circus on the ground which had for-

merly belonged to his anceftors. This circus was fooi* furrounded by the temple of

Hercules Mufagetesj by that of Juno, and by the portico of Odavius, &c. and a

fmall
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ct un petit fauxbourg commen^oit a s'etablir hors de la porte Carmentale,

vers le milieu du fepcieme fiecle de Rome. 2. Vers la fin du fepticme liecle,

le grand Pompee, de retour de fes conqueces orientales, fpoliis orientis

onujlus, voulant conftruire quelques batimens publics, et fe trouvant gene

dans la ville, recula les bornes»de ce fauxbourg vers la Champ de Mars. Ce

fut la qu'il etablit fon theatre magnifique, le premier qu'on cut vu a Rome.

II I'accompagna d'un temple de Venus, d'une curia, d'un portique, d'un

beau jardin, et d'un temple, qu'il confacra a la fortune des Chevaliers.

3. Parmi les grands defTeins d'Augufte pour rcmbelliflement de la ville, il

n'eut garde d'oublier le Campus Martius ; il le remplit de beaux edifices, et

encouragea les grands de Rome a fuivre fon exemple. Perfonne ne s'y

preta avec plus de zele que fon gendre Agrippa. Ses magnifiques Septa,

fes bains, fes jardins, et fon etang, mais furtout le pantheon, font autant de

monumens de fa magnificence. Le Champ de Mars etoit devenu, du terns

de Strabon, un fauxbourg qui ne cedoit qu'avec peine a la ville meme. II

n'a jamais cependanr, ete peuple a proportion de fon etendue; les jardins

publics emportoient beaucoup de terrein, et il reftoit toujours une efpace

affez grand, referve comme auparavant aux exercices de la jeuneffe. Deja

du terns de Ciceron*, on parloit de comprendre le Campus Martius dans

I'enceinte

fmall fuburb began to be built without the Porta Carmentalis, towards the middle of

the feventh century of Rome. 2. Towards the end of that century, the great Pom-

pey, at his return from his eaftern conquefts, fpoliis onetitis onuftus, wiflied to diftin-

guhh himfelf by fome pubhc edifices; but there not being room within the walls, he

extended the bounds of this fuburb towards the Campus Martius; and built there his

magnificent theatre, the firft that had been feeij at Rome. This theatre was furround-

ed by a temple of Venus, a curia, a portico, a fine garden, and a temple confecrated

to the fortune of the knights. 3. Amidfl his other great defigns for embelliihing the

city, Auguftus did not forget the Campus Martius. He adorned it with beautiful

buildings, and encouraged the grandees of Rome to follow his example. None

imitated him more eagerly than his fon in law Agrippa, of whofe magnificence tlie

Septa, baths, gardens, lake or bafon, and above all the pantheon, were confpicuous

proofs. In the time of Strabo, the fuburb of the Campus Martiu^ was but little

inferior to the city itfelf. Its populoufnefs, however, was never proportional to its

extent; the public gardens occupied much ground; and there was (till left an empty

fpace for the military exercifes of the Roman youth. As early as the time of Cicero *,

there was mention of taking the Campus Martius within the walls, that it might be

* Cic. ad Attic, xiii. 33.

T 2 filled
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Tenceinte de la ville, de le remplir de maifons, et de faire fervir le champ^

du Vatican de I'autre cote du Tybre aux anciens ufages du Champ de Mars.

Mais ce projet n'eut jamais lieu. A combien de reflexions ce petit tableau

ne donneroit il pas lieu ? Ce peuple roi (qui meritoit bien ce nom) jouif-

foit coUeflivement de tous les droits de la fouverainete, et de tons les agre-

mens de la grandeur. Un citoyen ne fortoit de fa maifon que pour fe

promener fous un beau portique, pour prendre fa place avec 80,000 de fcs

compatriotes dans un theatre magnifique, oii Ton etaloit les raretes de toute

la terre; ou pour fe delaffer dans ces Thermes oij Ton avoit fu reunir tous

les plaifirs des fens et de Tefprit, avec le fafte des plus grands monarques.

Les ambitieux prodiguoient leurs richelTes au peuple, d'abord pour obtenir

fes gracesj enfuite pour lui faire oublier qu'on les avoient obtenues. Mais

on s'etonne toujours de voir ces grands de la republiquc, un Pompee, un

Agrippa, qui achevent avec facilite des pareils ouvrages. Quelles etoient

les fources inepuifables de leurs trefors ? Les provinces et la guerre. Les

gcneraux fans principes, defoloient les fujets de I'etat; ceux a qui il reftoic

encore quelque vertu, fe contentoient de depouiller fes ennemis. Quelles

richeffes pouvoient fuffir a la magnificence de Pompee ? Cependant on

pouvoit louer ce meme Pompee a la fixce du peuple Romain, pour la mode-

ration etledefintereflementqui le diftinguoient fi avantageufement des autres

generaux.-

filled with buildings, while a field belonging to the Vatican fliould be fet apart for the

purpofes in which the Field of Mars had formerly been employed. But this projedt

was never carried into execution. How many reflexions does this flight fketch na-

turally excite ! That peopk of kings, who fo well deferve this appellation, enjoyed'

coUedively all the rights of fovereignty, and all the pleafures of grandeur; a citizen

never ftirred from his houfe, but he walked under a beautiful portico; or took his feat

with 80,000 of his countrymen in a magnificent theatre, which exhibited the greateft

curiofities on earth ; or repofed himfelf in thofe therms, or baths, in which were

united all the pleafures of the mind and fenfes, with the pomp befitting the greateft

monarchs. Ambitious generals lavilhed their wealth on the people, firii to obtain

preferment, and afterwards to make them forget that it had been beflowed. But it

win always be matter of furprife, how the grandees of Rome, a Pompey or an Agrippa,

could fo eafily accomplifh fuch vaft undertakings. What fources could fuppiy their

extraordinary expences ? War and the Provinces. Unprincipled generals robbed the

fubjeQs of the ftate ; thofe who had any remains of virtue, were fatisfied with plun-

dering the public enemy. What vaft wealth was neceffary for fupporting the magni-

ficence of Pompey ! Yet the moderation and dlfintereflednefs, by which he was

honourably diftingullhcd fro.m other gener.ils, was praifed publicly in the prefence of

the
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generaux *. Son triomphe etaloit aux yeux de Rome les richefles de rOrient

fubjiigue ; mais dans le terns que les armees etoient a la republique, ces

richefies auroient augmente le trefor public. Depuis longtems les chefs

s'etoient fait une habitude de fe les approprier f, et exigoient encore la re-

connoiflance du peuple, pour I'emploi qu'ils faifoient de fon bien, Rien n'a

du indigner autant les citoyens contre le fade de Lucullus, que de voir que

ce voluptueux qui rapportoit tout a lui-meme, et rien au public, conftruifoit

des maifons et des jardins pour vaincre les eleinens, et pour rapprocher les

elimats, mais qu'il n'elevoit pas un feul monument pour les dieux, ni pour

fes compatriotes. Parmi les ouvrages d'Agrippa, j'en apper^ois un, qui me

demontre combien ce citoyen vertueux fongeoit encore a la republique, et

avec quelle bonne foi il fervoit un maitre dont il penetroit peu la politique

artificieufe. Ce font les Sefta. Un homme qui ornoit les lieux des aflemblees

du peuple Roraain, ignoroit fans doute qu'Augufte minoit leur autorite a

pas lents, et les conduifoit infenfiblement au point oij fon fuccelTeur pouvoit

ks abolir fans crainte.

J'ai acheve le vhigt deuxieme tome de la Bibliotheqiie Raifonnee. J'y

trouve le Jecond Extrait du Syntagma de Wejfelirrg, fur le fameux pajfage

de Victor 'TunnunenfiSy dont les incrcdules fe font fi fort prevalus. II

les

the Roman people *. His triumph difplayed in the flreets of Rome the wealth of the

fubjugated eaft ; although, during the ages when the army really belonged to the re-

public, that wealth would have increafed the treafury of the flate; but the generals

haci been long accullomed to appropriate the fpoils of war f , and to expeft gratitude

from the people, for the oftentatious employment of the people's riches. The citi-

zens mud have felt indignation againft the pride of Lucullus, M'hen they beheld that

ic\h(h voluptuary making houfes and gardeiis which bade defiance to the elements

and brought together the feafons, witliout raifing a fiiigle monument for the honour
of the gods, or the accommodation of his fellovz-citizens. Among the works of
Agrippa, there is one which fhews how much that virtuous citizen dill loved the
republic, and how honeftly he ferved a mafter, of whofe artful policy his own Hmpli-
city was the dupe. This work is the Septa. A man who adorned the place of af-

fembly for the Roman people, muft have been ignorant that Auguftus M-as gradually
undermining their authority, and bringing their afiemblies into fuch contempt, that
his fucceilor could M-ithout fear totally abolilh them. '

I finiftied the twenty-fecond volume of the Bibliotheque Raifonnee. I find the
fecond extraft of Weffeling's Treatife on tlie famous paflage of Vidor Tunnunenfis,

• Cicero pro lege Manilla, C. xxii, xxiii.

t Bergier Hill, des Grands Chemins de TEmpire, L.i. C. xxi. p. 77—80.

of
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ies bat "en mine, et tout: autrement que Bentley. Sermons de Fofter : toujours

iudicieux et modcres. Ouvrage/ar Ies Services eirangers, par M.de Bochat.

.Qiiand la raifon seroit convaincue, le cceur s'eleveroit toujours centre cet

ul'age barbare des SuifTes; mais il s'en faut beaucoup que la raifon foit con-

vaincue. Lettres de Marti, dernier Extrait. M. Marti eft precifement un

des litterateurs du quinzieme fiecle. Auffi eft il comme eux a I'aurore de la

fcience. Un favoir grand, mais mal choifi; une veneration infinie pour Ies

anciens, et cette efpece d'imitation de leurs moeurs qui en eft la marque la

plus fure. Beaucoup de projets laifses imparfaits, faute de fecours; beaucoup

d'obfervations bonnes ou mauvaifes, mais dcja faites dans tous Ies .pays de

I'Europe. Erudition des Apotres. Ouvrage tres curieux du Dofteur Lami

de Florence. Hijioire des anciens Traites, par Barheyrac : exaft et utile.

' Hijioire natiirelle du Languedoc, par M. Aftruc: aufli bien faite qu'elle eft

curieufe. Ce premier extrait contient la geographie, fa premiere clafie.

• A cette occafion, il entre dans un detail tres interefiant fur la province

Narbonoife, la Septimanie, dont il donne un etymologic bien forcee, et

fur tous Ies auteurs anciens qui ont parle du Languedoc.

Septembre 29.]—J'ai lu Nardini, L. vi. C. ix, x, xi, xii. xiii, xiv, et

XV. p. 1297— 1347. II y parcourt le refte de la neuvieme region, la plus

etendue.

of which Infidels have fo much availed themfeh'es. He beats all their works in

pieces, and far more efFe£tualIy than Bentley. Fofter's Sermons : always moderate and

judicious. A work on Foreign Service, by Mr. Bochat. Were reafon convinced, yet the

heart would always rebel againft this barbarous cuftom of the Swifs : but reafon is

far from being convinced of the utility of Uiis praflice. Marti's Letters, fecond

extraft. Mr. Marti is merely a fcholar of the fifteenth century, and flill at the dawn
of fcience : much ill-chofen erudition, a profound veneration for the ancients, and

that fervile imitation of their manners, which is its furefl mark. Many defigns left

imperfeft for want of affillance ; and many obfervations, good and bad, but already

made in all the countries of Europe. The Learning of the Apojlles : a very curious

performance, by Mr. Lami of Florence. The HlJIory of Ancient Treaties, by Barbeyrac :

accurate and ufeful. The Natural Hijlory of Languedoc, by Mr. AJiruc : curious and

well written. The firft extraft contains the article geography, which is his firft clafs;

where he enters into a very interefting account of the Narbonnefe province ; of Sep-

timania, of which he gives a very forced etymology ; and efpecially of the ancient

authors who fpeak of Languedoc.

September 29.]—I read Nardini, L. vi. C. ix, x, xi, xii, xii, xiv, xv. p. 1297—
^1347. He defcribes the remainder of the ninth region, the moft extcnfive, and alfo

2
> one
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ctendue, et une des plus ornces de la vllle. Dela il pafle a la dixieme,-

(Motis Palatinus,) petite en elle-meme, mais fameufe pour avoir etc u'abord

le berceau de la nation, et enfuite le fiege de I'empire. Augufte s'y etablit

dans la maifon de Torateur Hortenfius, ou tout refpiroit la modcftie d'un

citoycn plucot que la magnificence d'un monarque. Tibere I'agrandit du

cote du Forum. Caius la pouffii jufqu'au temple de Caflor. Neron voulut

y renfermer la ville entiere. II couvritle Mont Palatin de batimens jufqu'au

eirquei _ d'un autre cote il remplit d'edifices la plaine entre le Palatin, I'Ef-

quilin, et le Caelius, jufqu'a s'approcher des jardins de Mecene. On mon-

toit a ce palais (Domus Aurea) par la Via Sacra: vers le milieu de la rue

on trouvoitla Grande Cour ( Veftibulum) ^ a I'endroit ou ftit dans la fuite le

temple de la Paix. Plus loin Ton entroit dans la premiere falle (Atrium),

qui conduifoit aux jardins, aux portiques immenfes, et a I'etang fitue dans

I'emplacement de I'amphitheatre de Titus. Vefpafien detruifit la plus part

de ces batimens, et reduifit le palais au Mont Palatin, dont il continuoit

toujours d'occuper la plus grande partie. Domitien y fit de grands em-

belliflcmens, et prelque tous fes fuccelleurs y ajouterent quelque chofe,

jufqu'au tems ou abandonne par lesempereurs, il tomba de vieillefie fous

Theodorie. Le palais Farnefe remplit aujourd'hui cette fituation. Le pa-

lais^;

one of the moft ornamented of the whole city. From thence he proceeds to the

tenth, Mons Palalinus ; fmall in itfclf, but famous both as the cradle of the nation

and the feat of its empire. Auguflus fixed his refidence there, in the houfe of the

orator Hortenfius, affefting the modefly of a citizen, rather than the magnificence

©f a prince. Tiberius enlarged this refidence on the fide next to the Forum ; and

Caius extended it to the temple of Caltor. Nero feemed to wifh comprehending in it"

the whole city. He covered the mount Palatine with buildings that reached to the

circus; and, ou the other fide, filled with edifices the plain bounded by the Palatine,

the Efquiline^ and mount Cselius, even to the neighbourhood of Mecenas's gardens.

The afcent to his palace, the Domus Aurea, led through the Via Sacra, in the middle

of which ftreet ftcod- the Vejijbulum, or great court, which was afterwards the fcite of

the Temple of Peace. Farther on flood the great hall, or Atrium, which led to his

gardens, immenfe porticos, and the lake or pool which afterwards became the fcite of

Titus's amphitheatre. Vefpafian deftroyed the greatefl: part of thofe buildings, and
confined his palace to the Palatine Mount, the greater part of which he continued to

occupy. Domitian added many embellifliments, whicli were encreafed by almoft all

his fucceffors, until the Palatine palace, being forfaken by the emperors, periflied of

decay, in the reign of Theodorie. The Farnefe palace now ftands on its ruins. The
imperial
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lais Imperial etonnoit les fpeftateurs par I'etendue des batimens, la magnifi-

cence des meubles, le prix des ornemens curieux, et par le noinbre de

temples qu'il renfermoit, et qui lui donnoient un air augufte et facre. Je

.doute que la beaute de I'architefture y repondit ; bati fans un plan fixe, il

ctoit I'ouvrage fucceflif de cinquante princes, qui n'ont pu lui donner le

premier merite, I'harmonie de I'enfemble, et la proportion des parties.

Malheureufement encore il adu perdre en goutamefure qu'il augmentoiten

magnificence. Simple fous Augufte, dans les beaux jours des arts, il n'a

regu fes principaux ornemens que des mains deja foibles et languiiTantes de

fes fuccefleurs. Aufli les anciens ne I'ont il jamais compte parmi les beaux

edifices de Rome.

Septembre 30.]—J'ai lu Nardini, L. vii. C. i, ii. Hi, iv, v, vi, vii, viii,

ix. p. 1347— 1402. II y dccrit I'onzieme region (Circus Maximus), la

douzieme (Pifcina Publica), et la treizieme (Mons Aventiims). II entre

dans un aflTez grand detail a Toccafion du cirque, le plus vafte peut-etre de

tous les batimens deftines aux fpeftacles. Tarquin I'ancien, qui le con-

ftruifit, paroit avoir moins envifage la petlteffe aftuelle de fon empire, que la

haute deflinee qui I'attendoit dans I'avenir. Tout peut nous convaincre que

le cirque etoit capable de contenir un peuple nombreux ; mais Denys d'Ha-

licarnafTc

imperial refidence aftoniflied every beholder by its vafl extent, the magnificence of its

furniture, the richnefs of its ornaments, and the multitude of its temples ; from

which laft it derived an auguft and facred appearance. I think it doubtful, whether the

elegance of the architefture correfponded to all this grandeur. Since it was the

work of fifty fucceflive princes, it mufl; have been built without any fixed plan, and

therefore deficient in the principal merit of proportion and harmony. Unfortunately

too, it muft have lofl in point of tafle, in proportion as it gained in magnificence.

Simplicity was the aim of Auguftus, in an age when art flouriflied; and ornaments

were added by the feeble and languifliing tafte of his fucceflbrs. This palace, there-

fore, has never been numbered among the beautiful edifices of Rome.

September 30.]—I re.ad Nardini, L. vii. C. i, ii, iii, iv, v, vi, vii, viii, ix.

p. 1347— 1402. He dcfcribes the eleventh region, or Circus Maximus; the twelfth,

or Pifcina Publica; and the thirteenth, or Mons Aventinus. He enters into many
particulars concerning the circus, the largeft perhaps of all the edifices deftlned for

the exhibition of fliows. Tarquinius Prifcus, by whom it was built, feems not to

have adapted it to the fmallnefs of the ftate in his own time, but to the greatnefs

which fortune had in ftore for Rome. Every particular tends to convince us, that the

circus was fitted for containing a vaft number of people. Dionyfius of Halicarnafl'us

I fays,
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Hcarnafle le fixe a 150^000 perfonnes: Pline a 260,000 : Vi(ftor i 380,000 :

le Vidlor moderne a 385,000, et la Notice de I'Empire a 405,000. Au mi-

lieu de ces differences enormes, quel parti faut il prendre ? Celui de con-

fulter les faits, les licux, et i'expcrience. La pofition, et les bornes du

cirque nous font connues ; elks ont toujour? ete prefque les memes, et la

plus part des changemens n'ont affecte que I'interieur du batiment, puifque

ceux, qui en ont reconnu les ruines, ont de h peine a lui trouver les trois

ftades et demie de longueur, que fon premier fondateur lui donna *. Denys

d'Halicarnaffe lui affigne quatre jugera, ou 960 pieds Remains de largeur.

Pline lui donne trois ftades feulement de long, fur une ftade, ou 625 pieds

Remains de largeur. Mais cette contradiclion apparente devient, felon

Texplication de Nardini, un principe lumineux -j-. Denys d'Halicarnaffe a

envifage I'enceinte exterieure du cirque ; Pline n'a fait attention qu'a I'en-

ceinte interieure. Les batimens, qui I'environnoient, emportoient la difference

des fommes, et comme ils etoient remplis par les fpeftateurs, il nous im-

porte d'en connoitre I'etendue precife. Pour trouver leur largeur, il n€

faut que fouftraire 625 pieds de 960 ; il nous en reftera 23S' ^^ ^'^'^ ^^

f Par rapport a la largeur du cirque, Pline lui-meme confirme expreffement cette ex-

plication.

prend

iays, 1 50,000 i Pliny, 260,000; Viftor, 380,000; the modern Viftor, 385,000;

and the Notitia Imperii, 405,000. In this great diverfity of authorities, how ought

we to form our judgment? By confulting fa£ls, places, and experience. We know

the Ctuation and the bounds of the circus. They always remained the fame; and

the alterations which took place, regarded only the interior arrangement of the edifice,

fince thofe who have examined its ruins, are fcarcely able to trace the three ftadia

and a half in length, which were affigned to it by the firft founder *. Dionyfius of

Halicarnafltis gives it ionr Jugera, or 960 Roman feet in breadth; Pliny makes it three

ftadia long, and one ftadium, or 625 Roman feet, broad. This apparent contradic-

tion Nardini confiders as a fource of much information %. According to his explanation,

Dionyfius fpoke of the exterior circumference, and Pliny of the interior. The inter-

mediate buildings exhaulled the ditlerence; and as thefe were filled with fpe£tators,

their extent is an obje£l of importance. To find their breadth, we have only to

fubtraii 625 feet from 960; the remainder is 335 feet; the half of which, 168 feet,

* Tralce des Mefures Itineraires, par M. d'Anville, p. 59.

;J As to the breadth of the circus, Pliny himfelf exprefsly confirms this explanation.

VOL. LI, xj multiplied
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prcnd la moitle, nous aurons, pour les fpeftateurs de chaque cote, trois ftades

(1875 pieds Romains) de longueur fur 168 pieds de largeur. Les batimens

couverts, qui en formoient I'enceince exterieure, etoient de bois, a deux

etagcs, eux-memes environnes d'un pojtique. Des fiegcs de pierres, places

comme dans les amphitheatres, defcendoient de touts cotes depuis les bati-

mens couverts jufqu'a I'Euripus et a I'Arene. Le portique exterieur a du

ctre au moins double ; il occupoit done une trentaine de pieds. Des 138 qui

me reftent, j'en aflignerois volontiers 48 aux ficges couverts, et 90 a ceux de

pierre. Toutes chofes confiderees, cette propofition me paroit la plus na-

turelle; mais on peut repartir differemment cette Ipmrne des 138 pieds, fans

beaucoup deranger les calculs. Si Ton confidere la petitefTe du pied Re-

main *, et la grande attention qu'on avoit a procurer aux fpedateurs toutes

fortes de cammodites, il me paroit difficile de donner a chaque perfonne

"* Le pied Romain, le pied d'Angleterre, et le pied de Roi, font dans la proportion de

1306, 1351 1, et 1440. Le premier contient a peu pres 1 1| pouces mefure d'Angleterre, et

10^ mefure de France. Traite des Mefures, isc. /. 164. Apres y avoir murement reflechi,

j'aimerois mieux ne donner a chaque perfonne que 2^ pieds Romains. J'aurois izo,ooo

pcrfonnes pour les places, et 30,000 pour I'excedent. J'aurois encore quelque chofe a dire

fur lamefure locale de M. D'Anville, mais il vaux raieux attendre que je fois a Rome.

Florence, le 11 Juillet 1764.

moins

multiplied by three ftadia, 1875 ^^^^> ^^^^ grve the fpacc allotted for the fpeftators

on both fides. The covered buildings, which formed the exterior circumference, were

made of wood, two ftories high, and furrounded by a portico. The feats were of

flone, and arranged like thofe of the amphitheatre, defcending on all fides from the

covered building to the Euripus and the Arena. The exterior portico muft have been

double: it therefore occupied thirty feet. Of the 138 v;hich remain, I would allow

48 for the covered feats, and 90 for thofe of flone. Every thing confidcred, this

proportion appears to me the moft probable; although the 138 feet may be otherwife

dillributed without injuring cur calculations. When we refleft on the fmallnefs of

the Roman foot f , and the great attention beftowed in procuring every fort of con-

veniency for the fpe£lators, lefs than two feet and a half can fcarcely be allowed for

•{ The Roman, Englifh, and Paris foot, are in the proportion of 1306, iSJi^:, and 1440.
The firft contains nearly 11^- inches of F.nglifh, and lOj of F^encli meafure. Traite de

Mefures, S:c. p. 164. After attentively reflefting on the fubjcift, 1 prefer allowing to each

perfon 2i feet. This will give 1 20,000 perfons who were feated, and 30,000 who Hood in the

porticos- There is iWl fomething to be faid concerning Mr. D'.'inville's meafurement of the

circus; but this will be better deferred, until I have viCted Rome.
floxence, nth July, 1764.

each
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moins de deux pleds et demi, et a chaque banc (y compris I'intervalle)

moins de trois pieds de profondeur. Je vols done 750 ptrfonnes qui rem-

plifibient les trois ftades du premier banc, puifque les degres de pierre

avoient 90 pieds ; ony montoitpar 30 marches, quiecoienten meme terns des

fieges. . lis concenoient 22,500 perfonnes. Chaque ttage des batimens

couverts partagoit llir la meme longueur ces 48 pieds en 16 bancs. Les

32 contenoicnt ainfi 24,000 fpeftateurs, et le total de ceux, qui pouvoient etrc

affis de chaque cote du cirque, etoit de 46,500 perfonnes. Les deux cotes

reunis nous en donnent 93,000. Refle encore un des bouts du cirque, car

I'autre etoit occupe par ks Carceres. Sa longueur etoir la largeur du cirque,

une ftade, ou 625 pieds, Ainfien luidonnant la meme profondeur qu'auK

cotes, et en fuivant les memes loix, dans notre calcul, il devoit contenir le

tiers des fpeftateurs qui occupoLent un cote; c'eft a dire environ 15,500 per-

fonnes. Ce nombre, ajoute au 93,000, nous fournit un total de 108,500

fpeftateurs aflls dansle cirque. Je con^ois afllz qu'aux grands jeux, le goijt

determine du peuple a pu remplir ks pordques d'uae foule, a qui les plaifirs

faifoient oublier les fatigues. Mais j'ai peine a y re^evoir plus de 40 ou 50

milk perfonnes. Aufll Denys d'HalicarnalTe, qui a decrit le cirque, n'en

dcmande pas davantage pour achever la fomme de 1 50,000 fpedtateurs, dont

U

each perfon, and three feet in depth for the benches, as well as for the intervals be-

tween them. The firft bench then, extending three ftadia, contained 750 perfons,

fmce the ftone feats rofe to the height of 90 feet. The fpedlators afcended by thirty

fteps, which ferved alfo for feats. They contained 22,500 perfons. Each ftory of

the covered buildings, being of the fame length, divided the 48 feet which it occu-

pied into fixteeu benches ; the two ftovies, comprehending thirty-two benches,

therefore, contained 24,000 perfons; the whole fpedators feated on either fide

amounted to 46,500; and the total, on both fides together, to 93,000. There ftill

remains one of the ends of the circus, for the other was occupied by the Carceres,

It was as long as the circus was broad; that is, a (ladium, or 625 feet; fo that if wc
allow to it the fame depth as to the fides, and calculate on the fame principles, it mud
have contained 15,500, or a third part of thofe contained by each of die fides. This

number, added to 93,000, gives 108,500 for the whole fpedlators feated in the circus.

It may well be imagined, that at the great games, the pafiionate love for thofe amufements
would crowd th€ porticos with fpe(3:ators, who facrificed their eafe to their curiofitr.

Bi.t I think they could not well exceed 40 or 50,000. More are not required for

completing the number of 150,000, afiigned by Dionyfius of KalicaraafTus. To
V 2 explain
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il Ic remplit. Pour expliquer la multitude enorme que les deux Vidors*^

et la Notice de TEmpire y ont place, je ne demande qu'une fuppofition.

C 'eft que CCS ecrivains du Bas Empire avoientpeu dejugement, et encore

moins de f^out. Ceux qui les ont examine, ne me chicaneront pas la deflus.

Des compilateurs de cette efpece diftinguent mal la licence d'un poete, ou

I'hyperbole d'un infcription flateufe. Quand Juvenal s'abandonnant a toute

la vehemence de fon feu et de fon indignation, s'ecrie avec force

^otam hodie Romam circus capt f

;

quand on lit dans une infcription de Trajan, que ce prince aggrandit le

cirque pour le rendre capable de contenir tout le peuple Romain:}:, ces

abreviateurs n'auront ils pas pu prendre ces expreflions a la rigueur, et ex-

primer le nombre des fpeftateurs par celui des citoyens ? Si Ton prend la

fomme annon^ee dans I'ancien Vi6tor, le moins defedtueux de trois, et qu'on

y ajoute des efclaves Romains, felon la proportion Athenienne, nous trou-

verons que le total des habitans de Rome montoit a 1,140,000, Comme

• Le Vi£tor moderne eft I'edition la plus etendue du meme auteur publiee par Pavinitis. II

V a beaucoup d'additions que ies critiques meprifent avec raifon, comae I'ouvrage d'un im-

pofteur. iiardini Rotna Vetus, L. ii. C. v. p. 965.

ce

explain the prodigious multitude mentioned by the two Viftors §, and the Notitia

Imperii, 1 require but one fuppofition, which is, that thofe writers of the Lower Em-

pire had but little judgment, andftilllefs tafte. Thof« who are bed: acquainted with

them will not difpute the point. Compilers of their clafs might miftake for hiftoric truth

a poetical licence, or the exaggeration of a flattering infcription. V/hen Juvenal^,

giving way to the warmth of his indignation, cries out

Totam hodie Romam circus capit\}.

when an infcription in honour of Trajan fays, that thia prince rendered the circus

capable of containing the whole people of Rome %, thefe abridgers might explain fuch

paflages literally, and thus esprefs the number of fpedators in the circus by that of

Roman citizens. If we conGder the paflage of the ancient Vi£lor, theleaft erroneous,

of the three, and add to the number mentioned in it, that of tlie Roman flaves, ac-

cording to the proportion which the Athenian Haves bore to the citizens, wc fhall find

that the whole inhabitants of Rome amounted to 1,140,000. My conjedlure is.

§ Themoft judicious edition of the modern Viftor is that publilhed by Pavinius. The nu-

merous additions are juftiy delpifed as the work of an impoflor. Nardini Roma l^etusy L. ii*

C. V. p. 965.

f Juvenal Saiir. xi. rgj.

J Die. Caff, apud Natdini, L. vii. C. ii. p. 135.5.

i flrengtheaed
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ce nombre n'eft point eloigne de celui que nous avons fixe * par une ope-

ration plus exa(fte, je trouverois de la vraifemblance a ma conjecture. Si on

la rejette, il faut dire tout fimplenient, que ces trois ecrivains fe font trompes

de la fagon la plus grofliere, Mais je ne laurois me refoudre a en dire

autant de Pline. Cependant il n'y a point de reflburce ; le naturalifte de-

termine lui-meme que c'eft du cirque embelli et agrandi par Julius Cefar,

dont il parle. Denys d'Halicarnaffe etoit contemporain du didateur, et il

ecrivit fous fon fuccelTeur. Lire 160,000, au lieu de 260,000, ce feroit

couper le noeud Gordien. Mais les manufcrits

!

Odlobre i.]—J'ailu Nardini, L. vii. C. x, xi, xii, xiii. et L. viii. C. i,

it, in. p, 1402— 1446. Mon auteur palTe enfin le Tybre. II examine la

quatorzieme et derniere region ('Tranjiibe'rina), et le Mont Vatican, qoi

n'a jamais etc compris dans I'enceinte de I'ancienne Rome. Le huitieme

livre commence par une recapitulation generale des edifices de la ville -, il

pafle dela a quelques objets generaux, tels que le Tybre, et les ponts qu'on

y avoit batis. C'eft fur la profondeur de cette riviere que je vais hazarder

quelques reflexions. L'experience nous abandonne ici. II ne feroit pas

difficile de determiner la profondeur aftuelle du Tybre, mais elle ne con-

cluroit rien pour celle qu'elle pouvoit avoir aheiennement. Les ruines des

edifices.

ftrengthened by obferving, that this number nearly agrees to that afcertained by a

more exaft calculation*. But if this explanation be rejefted, we muft pronounce that

thofe writers have mod grofsly deceived themfelves. I am unwilling to fay as much of

Pliny; yet there is no alternative; the naturalift declares that he fpeaks of the circus

as embellifhed and enlarged by Julius Casfar. Dionyfius of HalicarnafTus was contem-

porary with the Diftator, and publiflied his work under his fuccefTor. We might cut

the Gordian knot by reading i6o,oco inftead of 260,000. But what becomes of the

manufcripts!

Odlober i.]—I read Nardini, L. vii. C. x, xi, xii, xiii. and L. viii. C. i, ii, iiU

p. 1402— 1446. The author at length erodes the Tiber, and examines the fourteenth

and hift region, called Tranftiberina, and the Mount Vatican, which never was en-

clofed within the walls of ancient Rome. The eighth book begins by a general reca-

pitulation of the edifices of the city ; from thence he proceeds to fome general topics
j

fuch as the Tiber and its bridges. I fhall venture to make fome refleiflions on the depth,

cf that river. On thisfubje£t we can derive nothing from experience; for though we
saay eafily meafure the prefent depth of the Tiber, this will not afcertain what it was an-

* Journal, 20th September, p. 67, 68.

clentlyt.
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edifices, qui ont prefqiie exhaulse les vallons au niveau des montagnes, out

du produire le mcme effet fur le lit de ce fleuve. II faut done conlultcr les

anciens -, mais notre embarras augmentc, lorfqu'on croit apper^'evoir une

contradidlion frappante entre deux auteurs de la premiere force. Pline nous

parle partout du Tybre, comme d'une riviere navigable aux plus grands

batimens *. Ce vailTeau immenfe qui porta I'obelifque du Vatican, d'Alex-

andrie a Rome, remonta le Tybre avec autant de facilite qu'il avoit defcendu

le Nil|. D'un autre cote, Strabon:]; nous afllire que les grands amas dc

limon que le Tybre charioit dans fon cours, et qu'il dcpofoit a fon embou-

chure, obligeoit les grands vaiflTeaux de s'alleger d'une partie de leur cargaifon

avant que de pouvoir remonter jufqu'a la ville. Si cette contradiftion eft

aufll reelle qu'elle le paroit d'abord, il feroit difficile de croire que des

auteurs auffi exads fe feroient trompc fur une chofe fi notoire, et il feroit

prefque impoflible de favoir a qui I'on doit attribuer la faute. Mais ne

pourroit on point diminuer la difference, fi on ne la fait pas entierement

difparoitre par les reflexions fuivantes ? i . Je vols beaucoup de prevention

dans le recit de Pline; un defiein forme d'etaler tous les avantages du Tybre,

ct de I'egaler aux plus grands fleuves. Ce defiein fcul pouvoic lui difter

une

ciently. The ruined edifices which have raiftd the valiies ahnoft to the height of the

mountains, mufl have produced afimilar change in the bed of the river. It becomes

neceffary, therefore, to have recourfe to the ancients; and our difficulty is much en-

creafed by an apparent contradi£lion between two authorities of the firfl rank. Pliny

every where mentions the Tiber as navigable for the largefl fliips *. The prodigious

veffel which carried the obeliflc of the Vatican from Alexandria to Rome, failed up

the Tiber as eafily as it had failed down the Nile f. Strabo if, on the contrary, affures us,

that the vaft heaps of mud which were waflied down by the current, and depofited at

the mouth of the river, rendered it neceflary for large Aiips to unload a part of their

cargo, before they could arrive at the city. If this contradidlion is as ftrong as it at

firft fight appears, it will be difficult to conceive how fuch accurate writers could be

deceived in a matter fo generally known ; and fcarcely poffible to determine which of the

tv/o is chargeable with the fault. The difference between them may perhaps be di-

miniffied, if not totally removed, by the following rcfleftions. i. In the narration of

Pliny I perceive much prepofleffion; a defire to exaggerate the advantages of the Ti-

ber, and to magnify it by a comparifon with the greatefl. rivers. Nothing fhort of

• Plin. Hill. Natur. L. ii. 5. -f Idem, L. xvi. 40. L. xxxvi. 9.

I StraboD. Geograph. L. v. p. 60.

i fuck
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line comparaifon audi faufle que celle qu'il ctablit entre cette riviere et le

Nil. L'linc et I'autre portoient le vaifleau de I'obelifque ; done le Tybre a

autanc d'eau que le Nil: un geant peut foulever unpoid de dix livres, un

nain le fouleve auffi; done le nain eft aufli fort que le geant. Voila le rai-

fonnement de Pline. Le voyage de I'obelifque ne prouve que le fait meme,

et ne conclut rien fur la profondeur plus ou moins grande des deux rivieres.

2. L'experience nous apprend qfie les rivieres qui charient beaucoup de

limon, et de fable, n'en font point embaraflees dans leur c6urs. Entraines

par fa rapidite, ils les fuivent jufqu'a leur embouchure, et ne s'arretent que

lorfqu'elles n'ont plus de force. C'eftalors qu'il s'en forme des amas confide-

rables; mais comme il y a des courans a I'embouchure de prefque toutes les

rivieres, ils en fuivent la diredion, et fe rejetcent fur le cote voifin. C'eft

ainfi que le Rhone pouflc tous fes embarras fur les cotes du Languedoe, dont

il a bouche tous les ports. Le Tybre depofoit de meme tout fon amas dc

limon fur les rivages du Latimn : le port d'Oftie en etoit devemi impratica-

ble. II reftoitfurement quelques banes de fable que la difpofition du terrein

y avoit arretes dans certains endroits; mais on pouvoit les furmonter, ou

pouvoit les -eviter ; et de la relation de Strabon bien entendue, il refulte

fcukment que pour remonter le Tybre dans un vaifleau qui tiroit beaucoup

d'eau.

fuch a (lefign coultt have made Iiim compare it with the Nile, to which it is fo much

inferior. Both rivers had carried tlie vefTel containing the obelifk. The Tiber, tiicre-

fcre, is equal to the Nile. A giant lifts a weight of ten pounds, fo does a dwarf; tlie

dwarf therefore is as flrong as the giant. Such is Pliny's reafoning. The tranfporta-

tion of the obelillv mud be allowed; but no conclufion can be drawn from it concern-

ing the equality of depth in the two rivers. 2. Experience teaches us, that rivers

which carry down much flime and fand, are not thereby rendered more fhallow, except

ne:.r to their mouths, where the flrength of their ftreams is commonly much abated.

There great accumulations are formed ; but as currents much prevail at the mouths of

rivers, the accumulations naturally follow their direction, and throw thcmfclves or the

neighbouring coaft. In this manner the Rhine difcharges its obi1ru£lions on the

coaft of Languedoe, whofe harbours are thereby blocked up. The Tiber, likewife,

diftharged its mud on the coaft of Latium, by which the harbour of Oftia became
inacceffible. Some find-banks, doubtlefs, remained in particular places of the river

in confequence of local circumftances: but thefe cbflacles might be furmounted or

(hunned; and, from Strabo's narrative well conCdered, we can only infer that a veflel

drawing
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d'eau, ilfalloit de rhabilete et du courage. 3. Le commerce n'infpire pas Ic

dernier. Je con<jois facilemtnt avec Strabon^ que les negocians etrangers

dechargeoient avec plaifir une partie de leur cargaifon fur les chaloupes qui

les attendoienc, et kurs maitres intereffes ne manquoient point de leur

exagcrer tous les perils de cette navigadon. Je comprens encore avec Pline,

qu'un Caligula, qui ne comptoit pour rien ni fes trcfors, ni fes fujets, et qui

fe piquoitde meprifer la raifon, etde vair-.cre les elemens, pouvoit faire tout

ce que n'etoit pas impoffible. Tout a du concourir a fon deflein. Le

lit du fieuve bicn ncttoye auparavant; des ecluH-s menagees avec art, et

les travaux reunis des hommes et des chevaux, auront fait rcmonter

jufqu'a Rome le vaiflcau qui y apporta I'obelifque du Vatican. Je nc

doute pas meme qu'un effai aufTi heureux n'ait convaincu les navigateurs

qu'une partie des obftacles etoient imaginaires, et qu'en perfedionnant

leur art, ils n'ayent trouve le moyen dc diminuer ceux qui etoient reels.

Quoiqu'il en foit pour les vaiffeaux, il ell conftunt que les galeres qui

tiroient beaucoup moins d'eau, remontoient le Tybre avec une grande faci-

lite. Caton fit cette navigation fur un feptireme, et il ne prit terre qu'aux

Navalia, fous le Mont Aventin. Rome etoit done une viile maritime, et

malgrc

drawing much water, could not fail up the Tiber without exertions of ikill and cou-

rage. 3. The latter is not infpired by commerce. We can eafily, therefore, believe

with Strabo, that foreign merchants were glad to unload part of their cargoes, and to

put them on board of lighters, which were ready for thtir fervice; and whofe mailers,

froir- motives of intereft, would not fail to exaggerate the dangers of the voyage. I

can believe alfo with Pliny, that a Caligula, who fported equally with his treafures and

the lives of his fubjetVs, and who valued himfelf on fetting reafon and the elements at

defiance, could do every thing not impolhble. Every exertion would fccoiid his en-

terprlfe. The bed of the river would be previoufly cleared; fluices would be fkilfully

diftributed ; and the flrength of men and horfes would impel to Rome the veflel car-

rying the obelifh of the Vatican, i doubt not that the fuccefs of this, trial would

convince mariners that part of the nbrtacles were imaginary; and that, by improving

their art, even thofe which were real might be much diminiflied. Whatever was the

cafe with ihips, it is certain that gallies, which inleed draw much lefs wat< r, eafily

failed up the Tiber to Rome. Cato performed this voyage in a galley with feven tire

of oars, and landed at the NavalLi, near the foot of the Mount Aventine. Rome
therefore was a maritime city, and open to the infults of a hoitik fleet, notwithitanding

tlie
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malgre I'autorite de Camille, ou de Tite Live *, elle etoit exposee aux

infultes d'une efcadre ennemie. .Pourquoi les Carthaginois, fouvent maicres

de la mer, n'ont ils jamais (u tenter cecce entreprife ? S'ils etoient entres

dans la riviere vers le foir, ils auroient pu a. la pointe du jour, debarquer au

pied du capitole f. Mais ils manquoient de hardiefle, et leur marine ctoit

plutot commercante que milicaire.

Oclobre 2.]—J'ai lu Nardhii, L. viii. C. iv, v. p. J446— 1460; Ufn
de ce Hvre et de tout Vouvrage. II eft ej^cellent. Beaucoup dc penetration

etd'exa£titude,jointes a une grande ledure, doivent laifler peu de chofe a

decouvrir a fes fucceflturs. Peut etre eft il un peu difFus, et qu'il n'a pas

toujours toute la nettete poffible. Je lui reprocherois aufti de trouver crop de

difficultes, et d'employer des pages entieres a expliquer ce qu'une feule ob-

fervation jufte et pre'cife eclairciroit d'abord. Je fuis tres content de moi

vis-a-vis de cet auteur. J'ai lu ce traitedans feize jours, etcependant je I'ai

fort bien lu, et d'une fa^on tres attentive et tree reflechie.

J'ai acheve le vingt troifihne tome de la Bibliotheque Raifonnee. J'y trouve

un deuxieme Extrait de VHiJloire Naturelle du Lmiguedoc, par M. AJlruc.

Dans la partie des mceurs, j'ai ete frappe des veftiges du Paganifme qui s'y

f La navigation n'etolt que defeizemilles Remains.

trouvent

the opinion of Camlllus, or rather of Titus Livlus *, to the contrary. Why did not the

Carthaginians, who were often mafters of the fea, attempt fuch an enterprife? Had
they embarked on the river towards evening, they might before day-break have landed

at the foot of the capitol \. They had not courage for the undertaking, and their fliips

were not fo well fitted for war as for commerce.

Odober 2.]— Iread Nardini, L. viii. C. iv, v. p. 144(5—1460 ; which concludes

the whole work; the excellence of which, its accuracy, judgment, and learning, mull

leave but fmall gleanings for fubfequent writers. Perhaps he is chargeable with beinT

too difFufe, and fometimes with want of perfpicuity. I am inclined alfo to accufe

him of raifing up difficulties, and of employing whole pages on what might be afcer-

tninedby onejuft and clear obfer\'ation. I am fatisfied with my diligence with refpccl

to this work, which I have read in fixteen days, with much attention and refledion.

I finiflied the twenty-third volume of the Biblkil.-eqiie Raifcnnee\ which' contains the

fecond extraft of Mr. Aftruc's Natural Hiflory of Languedoc. Li the article refpeiSt-

iTig manners, we find flriking veftiges of Paganifm ftill remaining in that province; I

fpeak not of tliofe general chara£ters of fuperftition which are common to all men

• • T. Liv. V. 5+.

I The navigation was only fixteen Roman miles.

VOL. u. X becaufc
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trouvcnt encore. Je ne parle pas de ces traits generaux de fuperftltlon qui:

font communs a tons les hommes, parccqu'ils font hommes, mais de quelques

iifao-es fi fingiiliers et fi arbitraires qu'ils dccclmt leiir oiigine. Qu'il eft aifii-

cile d'abolir la religion, on la langue d'lin peuple ! Satyres de SeblanuSy

avec la Reponfe de Cofellius, ^c. Guerre litterairc, qui a defhonore prefque

tons les fivans de I'ltalie, fans faire beaucoiip d'honneur a leur efprit, Lc

Jefiiite Seftanus en a cependant plus que fes adverfaires. Leurs noms toute-

fois me feroient croire que fa caufe ne vaut rien. Bibliotheqtte des MavutJcritSt

par le Pere de Montfatuon : ouvrage favant et utile, mais qui n'eft compler

que fur la France. II eft prefque neceffaire a tout litteratur. Oroje, par M.

Havercamp. Edition bienfaite, et done en avoit befoin, d'un tres mauvais

auteur, qui ne doit fon merite qu'a la perte de fes confreres qui valoient bien

mieux que lui.

OiStobre 3.]—Comme le quatrieme tome du Threfor de Grsevius contienc

plufieurs autres ouvrages qui fe rapportent tous aux antiquites de la ville de

Rome, j'ai voulu en lire quelqu'uns. J'ai commence par la courte, mais

fameufe Dijfertation d'lfaac VoJJius de Antiqua Urhis Roma Magnitudine ; et

yai lu cette piece toute entiere, p. 1 497— 1 5 1 6. On connoit aflez les paradoxes

de ce critique. II donne liberalement a I'ancienne Rome plus de trente milles

d'enceinte fans fes fauxbourgs, et plus de foixante et dix en les y comprenant.

II

becaufe they are men; but of fome pradices fo fingularand arbitrary, that it is im-

poflible to miftake their origin. How difficult is it to abolifli the religion and language

of a nation! The Satires of SeSlanus, ivith Cofellius's Anfiver: a literary war, which

dirtionoured almofl: all the learned in Italy, without procuring much fame for their ta-

lents. Thofe of the Jefuit Seftanus were the mofl; diftinguifhed; but the names of

his adverfaries incline me to think that his caufe was not good. A Library of Ma-
mifcripts^ by Father ]\Ioiitfaucon : this work is learned and ufeful, but is not complete

except as to France. It is almoft necefTary for every man of letters. Orofus, by Mr.

Havercamp : a good edition, which was much wanted, of a very bad autlior, whofe

fole value arifes from the lofs of his fellow-labourei-s, who were far fuperior to

himfelf.

Oftober 3.] - I looked into the fourth volume of Grsevius Thefaurus, which contains

feveral other treatifes, befides Nardini's, on the antiquities of Rome. I began by

reading the whole of the (hort but -famous DifTertation of Ifaac Voffius on the mag-

nitude of that cit^. His paradoxes are well known. He affigns upwards of thirty

miles for the circuit of Rome, independently of the fuburbs ; and upwards of feventy

miles
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I] y place plus de quatorze millions d'habitans *, et comme il eft auffi avare

pour les modernes, qu'il eft genereux envers les anciens, il afliire hardiment

qiieles trois royaumes ksplus florifians de I'Europe ne fauroient aujourd'hui

produire ce nombre de ftijets. Ces nouveautcs etoient trop revokantcs pour

ne pas trouver des adverfaires qui les ont refutees avec autant de i'avoir que dc

force. VolTiusn'a que deux arguraens qui puiflenteblouir un moment. Un
paflage de Denys d'Halicarnafle, qu'il n'a point entendu, et un autre de

Pline qu'il a corrumpu. Pour le premier, je renverrai feukmenc a Nar-

dini, qui a demontre de la maniere la plus victorieufe, que lorl'que cet hifto-

rien a compare la grandeur -d'Athenes a celle de Rome, il n'a voulu parler.

que d'Athenes proprement dice -, et que le port du Piree n'etoit point com-

pris dans I'enceinte de la ville f. Pour le paflage de Pline, je renverrois au

favant Frerer, qui en a donne I'explication la plus naturelle et la mieux liee J.

Je ne difconviens pas que ion hypothcfe n'ait encore fes difficukes, mais

dcfqu'une partie du paflage eft aufli claire que I'autre eft oblcure, il faut ex-

pliquer celle-ci par celle-la, et non point corriger celle-la fur celle-ci. Je

ne parlerai ici que d'un feul argument de Voflius. II eft ingenieuxj et de-

* Voflius, p. 1 5 14—1515. Ses calculs font un pea embrouillcs comme a I'ordinaire, mais

je prcnds fon propre refultat.

puis

miles when the fuburbs are included. He fills that vafl extent with more than four-

teen millions of inhabitants §; and being as niggardly towards the moderns, as prodigal

with refpeft to the ancients, he aflures us that this number of fubjefts is not to be

found in the three mofl; flourifhing kingdoms of Europe. Thefe ftrange novelties

could not fail to provoke the indignation of many adverfaries, by whom they were

ably and learnedly refuted. There are but two authorities for Voflius, and thefe

merely fitted to dazzle and bewilder; a paff<jge of Dionyfius of Halicarnaflus, which

he mifconftrues, and a paffige of Pliny, which he has corrupted. For the firfl:, I

would refer to Nardini, who proves clearly that when Dionyfius compares the Cze of

Rome with that of Athens, he does not include the harbour of the Pirseus f . For the

paflage of Pliny, I would refer to the learned Freret, who explains it very naturally in

connexion with the context
;J;.

I do not fay that his hypothefis is without its diflicukies

;

but of the two parts of a paflage, when one is clear and another* obfcure, I f.iy that

the latter mufl; be explained by the former, and not the reverfe. 1 Oiall confider but

one argument adduced by Voflius. It is ingenious, and ever fincc I firft read it in the

§ Voflius, p. 1514— i;i;. His calculations are, as ufual, fomewhat confufed ; but I give

the refult as ilated by himfelf.

f Nardini Roma Vetus, L. i. C. vi. p. 912 — 916.

X Nouvelles de la Republique des Lettres, parBayle; moisde Janvier 1635.

X 2 Nouvelles
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puis que je I'ai vu h premiere fois dans les Nouvelles de la Repuhlique de

Lettres, j'eit ai toujoiirs etc frappe. Le bois d'Egerie (dit il) etoit aux

portes de Rome dans les premiers ficcles de cctetat; dans le terns de fa

grandeur. Ton trouve le bois d'Egerie aupres d'Aricie, et a qiiinze entiles

du Forum. On peut croire, ajoute-t-il, qn'a mefure qu'on agrandiflbic la

ville, Ton reculoit ce bois, afin de lui conferver toujours fa fituation relative

d'etre dans les fauxbourgs, un peu au dela de la Porte Capena. 11 en eft de

meme du Clivus Virbius, et du Lac de Juturne qu'on retrouve pareillemenc

aux environs d'Aricie, apres les avoir laiffc au centre de la ville *. Encore

une fois I'idee eft tres ingenieufe, mais plufieurs raifons m'empecheroient de

faire grand fond la defliis. i. Ce font ici des hypothefes au lieu de faits.

Tous les ecrivains parlent du bois d'Egerie, de la Porte Capena, et du bois

d'Aricie ; mais aucun n'y fuppofe la moindre liaifon. Aucun ne park du

dernier comme n'etanten effet que le premier, dont on avoit recule la fitua-

tion. Le feul Servius fait entendre que la Nymphe Egeriedubois d'Aricie,

etoit celle dont Numa fe vantoit d'avoir eu les bonnes graces f ; mais I'iden-

tite de divinite ne conclut point celle du bois facre. Je fiis que les dieux

champetres n'etoient point ceux des nations entieres, et que I'etendue de leur

culte etoit bornee par celle de leurs bienfaits ; mais je fais audi que dans le

monde

Nouvelles de la Repuhlique des Leltres, it has left on my mind a ftrong impreflion. The

wooit of Egeria, he fiys, was at the gates of Rome in the firfl ages of the republic;

but in the age of Roman greatiiefs, tliis wood was in the neighbourhood of Arlcia,

and fifteen miles from the Forum. It may be fuppofed, he adds, that in proportion as

tlie city was enlarged, this wood was gradually cut down, fo that it might dill .conti-

nue to keep its former fituation with regard to the fubuibs, and ftand a little beyond

the Porta Capena. The fame thing happened as to the Clivus Virbius and the Like of

Juturna, which are in the neighbourhood of Aricia now, but were in the center of

the citv formerly*. This idea is doubtlefs ingenious; but many reafons convince me
that it isfalfe. It is founded entirely onhypothefis. All writers mention the Porta Capena,

the wood of Egeria, and that of Aricia ; but none fuppofe any conne£lion between them,

or that the latter was merely a continuation of the former. Servius, indeed, and he alone,

fays that the nymph Egeria of the wood Aricia, was the fame goddefs with whom Numa
was familiar f . But the identity of the goddefs does not prove that of the facred wood,

I know that rural divinities were not the gods of whole nations, and that their worfhip

• Voffius de Rom. Magnitud. Civ. p. 906, 907.

} Nympha in Aricino nemore, juam amicam Juam Numa ejfe fngehal, Serv. ad .«£aeid, L. vii,

V. 762.

was
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monde mythologique, comme dans le monde natiirel, tout etoit lie par des

gradations prcfqu'impercepcibles, et qu'on remontoit par une chaine Ibccef-

five d'e-res depiiis la Dryade jufqu'au Maitre du tonnere. La Dryade fans

pouvoir, fans connoiflance, et prefque fans fentimcnt, n'exiftoit que dans

I'arbre qu'elle occiipoit, et dont on la diftinguoit a peine. Mais Egerie

etoit d'une ordre plus releve ; femblable a Faunus, qui paffoit rapidement de

I'Arcadie au pays des Sabins *, le bois ancien qu'elle habitoit aupres d'Aricie,

ne devolt point empecher que Numa ne lui en confacrat un autre aux portes

de Rome, et qu'il ne perfuadat aux peuples qu'elle I'honoroit frequemment

de fa prefence. Encore fi je hazardois une fuppofition des plus naturelles,

c'eft que tout le pays entre Rome et Aricie n'etoit anciennement qu'une

foret, ou Ton voyoit dcux chapelles confacrees a la Nymphe; et que lorf-

qu'on defricha ces bois, on en kiila toujours fubfifter les deux extremites par

refpefb pour elle. 2. Bien loin que le bois d'Aricie paroiffe d'une fonda-

tion plus nouvelle que celui de la Porte Capena, felon la chronologic de la

fable, tout y annonce un antiquite fuperieure a celle de Rome. Hyppolite

vint en Italic 400 ans avant la nailTance de Romulus; or toutes les traditions

du lieu fe rapportent au tems de ce prince ; le Virbius, nom qui annon^oit fa

nouvelle

was often confined to the diilridl which had experienced their kindnefs; but I know
alfo, that in the mythological, as well as in the natural world, there is a perpetual

chain of beings rifing above each other by almoft imperceptible degrees, from the

lowly Dryad to Jupiter armed with the thunder. The Dryad, deftitute of power,

knowledge, and almoft of fenfation, exifted in her native tree, from which flie was

fcarcely diflinguifhable. But Egeria was of a higher order, and not inferior to Faunus,

who frequently came from Arcadia to the territory of the Sabines *; fo that though the

ancient wood near to Aricia was her proper habitation, this needed not to hinder Nu-
ma from confecrating to her another, at tlie gates of Rome; or from perfuading the

people that (he frequently honoured him there with her prefence. It is a natural fup-

pofition that the whole country between Rome and Aricia was a continued forefl:, at

each extremity of which there was a chapel confecrated to the Nymph; and that when
the country was cleared, the trees were allowed to (land at both extremities from re-

fpeft to Egeria. 2. The wood of Aricia is fo far from being of a later date than the

Porta Capena, that if we can have any dependence on the clironology of the fibulous

ages, that wood was more ancient than the city of Rome. Hippolitus came into Italy

400 years before the birth of Romulus, and the formerprince is connected with all the

traditions which prevailed in the country about Aricia. The name Virbius indicated

• Herat. Car.Ti. L. i. Ode xvii,

I his
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nouvelle vie, la Nymphe Egerie qui I'accueillit dans fon antre, et qui pkura

fi tendrement fes mailieurs* : ces traditions font fabuleufes, j'en fuis perfuade,

mais les fables ne font pas I'ouvrage d'un jour. Crues pieufement de tout

le canton, elles y font anciennes ; le bois facre auquel elles font liees, I'eft

encore davantage ; et ces fables memes renverfent la fable encore moins

vraifemblable, qui ne rapporte fa confecration qu'aux terns de la grandeur de

Rome, et de I'agrandiffement de la ville, c'eft a dire a celui d'Augufte, ou

du moins des derniers confuls. 3. Le principe fur leqiiel on ecablit cet

uftge de reculer les lieux confacres, eft contraire a celui de toutes les fiiper-

ftitions locales. On revere un lieu honore par la prcfence et les miracles

d'un Dieu, oCi il a deploye fa puilfance, oCi il a prodiguc fes bienfaits, et

non point un rapport imaginaire et fantafque avec dcs endroits voifins, qui

lui font etrangers. Le cuke, pour ainfi dire, eft attache au fol, et Ton ne

peut changer I'un fans abolir I'autre. Le temple de Jupiter EliciuSy le Lu-

percal, la maifon de Romulus, fubfiftoient encore fous les empereurs, et

fubfiftoient toujours dans leur premier emplacement. L'exemple tire des

portes ne conclutrien, ilfaut neceflairement ouvrirdes portes nouvelles dans

une nouveUe enceinte, et il eft aflez naturel de leur donner les noms des

anciennes

his new life ; the nymph Egeria received him in her grotto, aud tenderly compafTion-

ated his misfortunes *. Thefe traditions, I v/ell know, are fables; but fuch fables are

not the work of a day. They were pioufly believed by the whole diftri£l, in which

they had taken deep root ; the facred wood, which was their fcene, muft have been

more ancient than themfclves; and though fiftions, they deflroy the ftill more impro-

bable fiftion of the confecration of the wood of Aricia in the age ofRoman greatnefs,

and the enlargement of the city, that is, in the time of Auguftus, or, at lead, of the

latefl; confuls. 3. The fuppofition that facred places changed their fite, and retreated

as it were before the greatnefs of Rome, is contrary to the fpirit of all local fuperfti-

tions. The Pagans revered a place honoured by the prefence and miracles of a god,

where he had difplayed his power, and conferred his benefits; but they did not aflbciate

with their reverence for this place, a veneration for all the adjacent country, which

had not any connedlion with the divinity. Their worfhip was attached, as it were, to

the foil, and the one could not be changed without abolifliing the other. The temple

of Jupiter Elicius, the Lupercal, the houfeof Romulus, always remained in their ori-

ginal fites. The argument drawn from the gates is not conclufive. New walls necef-

farily require new gates, which naturally retain the names of thofe which they re-

* Virgil, ^neid, vii. 761— 781 j et Serv. ad locum Ovid. Metamorph. L. xv.

j)lace,
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anciennes aux qiielles dies repondoienp, etqiii devenoient inutiks, 4. Com-

ment auroit on fonge a conferver le rctpport ancien dii bois d'Egcrie avec la

Porte Capena ? Du terns de Numa cette porte n'exiftoit pas encore. Elle

faifoit partie de I'enceinte et des murailles que Scrviiis Tuilius conftruifit

autoiir de la vilk *. 5. Des trois exemples qu'on employe, le bois d'Egerie

ccoit hors de la Porte Capena ; le Lac de Juturne etoic dans le Forum, ec le

CUvus Virbius a la montee de rEfquilin. En les reculant, on aurolc au

moins fongc, a conferver leurs rapports mutuels. Mais une ligne tiree du

centre du Forum a travers chacun de ces endroits, les auroit aucant eloignes

ks uns des autres, que de la ville, au lieu de les raflembler tous dans les en-

virons d'Aricie. .6. Selon Voffius, les murs de Rome avan^oient jufqu'au

dixicme milliaire fur la Voye Appienne. Cependant Aricie etoit alors

comme aujourd'hui a feize milles Roniains de la capitale. Tous les auteurs

en conviennent; et fi Strabon paroit y mettre un plus grand intervalle, on

fait voir que ce geographe fe fervoit d'une mefure de ftade plus petite que

rOlympique f. Je prevois qu'on me repondra que cet intervalle ne conclut

rien pour I'enceinte de la ville, puifqu'on ne comptoit point les milles depuis

les portes, mais depuis le milliaire d'or ; et qu'Aricie pouvoit etre tout a la

fois

place, and which are demolifhed as ufekfs. 4. On what principk was it neceflary to

preferve the relative fitaation of the wood of Egeria with regard to the Porta Cape/ia ?

In the time of Numa this gate was not in exiitence ; fince it belonged to the walls

built around the city by Servius TuUius *. 5. Of the three examples given by Voflius,

die wood of Egeria was without riie Porta Capena, the lake of Juturna was in tlie

Forum, and the Clivus Virbius was at the foot of Mount Efquiline. Had thefe mo-

numents changed their fues, care would have been taken to preferve tlieir relative

fituatiou with regard to each other. But a line drawn from the center of the Forum,

and pafling through each of thofe places, v/hile it removed them from the city, muft

alfo have removed them from each other, inftead of colledling them all into one fpot

in the neighbourhood of Aricia. 6. According to Voflius, the walls of Rome ad-

vanced to the loth mile-llone on the Appir.n way. Yet Aricia was anciently, as it is

atprefent, fixteen miles diftant from the capital. All authors agree in this point; and

the greater diftance afligned by Strabo has been fhewn to proceed from his meafuring by

a ftadium (horter than the Olympic f . I forefee that it will be anfwered that fince the

miles were counted not from the gates of Rome, but from the golden pillar, Aricia might

• Nardini Roma Vetus, L, i. C. iv. p. 902, go^, 904.

f Cluver. Ital. Antiq. torn. H. p. 920; et fequent, Strabon. Geograph. L. v. p. 165.

Mefures Itineraires de M. d'AnviUc, p. 15.

2 be
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fols a feize milles de cette colonne et du Forum, et a fix milks feulement

de la Porte Capena. La leponfe eft bonne, il eft vrai ; je ne dirai point la

deflfus qu'un faifeur d'itineraires peut compter la diftance fur les milliaires,

mais qu'un geographe comine Strabon, qu'un poete comme Lucain, n'au-

roient point dit tout fimplement, qu'Aricie etoit a feize milles de Rome,

fans remarquer que les fauxbourgs occupoient la plus grande partie de cet

intervalle. Les diftanccs fe comptoient done toujours du milliaire d'Augufte.

Mais rjqua Claudia, dont la fource etoit entfe le fixieme et le huicieme

milliaire fur la route de Prenefte, avoit elle fon origine dans la ville ? Le

fyfteme de Voffius le demande. Cependant on voyoit cette fource dans une

campagne (Pr<sdium) de Lucullus *
: done les murailles de la ville ne fe

font jamais etendues fi loin. Cette obfervation, qui fe porte fur tout le fyf-

teme de Voffius, me paroit decifive.

Quel genie fingulier que ce Voffius ! II avoit beaucoup de lefture, de

vivacite, et d'invention j mais c'elt bien I'cfprit le plus faux que je connoifTe,

le plus porte a outrer tous fes jugemens, et le moins capable de refifter aux

attraits d'une chimere brillante. C 'etoit au refte un tres mal-honnete

homme. On peut lui reprocher dcs demarches ks plus contraires a la

probit.e.

Odobre

be fixteen miles from this pillar and the Forum, and no more than fix miles from the

Porta Capen.i. The anfwer indeed would be good, had the diftance been reckoned

by a maker of itineraries; but it is not fuppofable that a geographer like Strabo, or a

poet likeLucan, would have faid tliat Aricia was fixteen miles from Rome, had the

fuburbs filled up the intermediate fpace, without making that remark. The diftances

then were alwnys reckoned from the milc-flone ereGed by Auguftus. I would alk

whether the Aqua Claudia rofe ia the city, although its fource is faid to have been at

the fixth and the eighth mile-done on the road to Prenefte ? The fyftem of Voffius

requires the alHrmative. Yet we find the fource of this water at :ai ellate fPradium)

belonging to Lucullus *. The walls of Rome therefore never extended to that dillance.

This obfervation, which bears aj;ainlt the whole of Vofilus's fyftem, appears to me
decifive.

What a finguLir chara£lcr was this VoHlus ! He had much reading, vivacity, and

invention; but his underftanding had a wrong bias; he was prone to exaggeration in

his opinions, and incapable of refilling the temptation of a brilliant chimera. He
was befides a very bad man. Some parts of his condudl betrayed a total want of

probity.

i * Sext. Fronten. de Aqysduft, Rom. L.i. p. 1635. '*'• vol. Gia;vii Thefaurus,

Oaober
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Oftobre 4.]—J'ai lu la Differtation d'Olfavio Falcoineri, fur la Tyram'idt

de C. Cejlius, p. 146 1— 1482. Ce monument, fitue a la porce OJiienftSy et

enchaffe aujourd'hui dans les murs de la ville, eft revetu par tout d'un tres

beau marbre. II a 1651. palmes Romains de hauteur, et chacune des bafcs a

130 palmes de longueur. On a pratique une chambre au milieu de la pyramide

qui a 26 palmes de long, 18 de large, et 19 de haut. C'eft proprement Je

fepulchre. Les murailles etoient couvertes d'un grand nombre de figures ;

il en refte quelqu'unes qui font d'un tres bon gout. II refulte de I'infcription.

du monument et des explications que donne Falconieri de ces figures, que

Ceftius etoit un Romain diftingue du terns d'Augufte, et que ces peintures

Te rapportent toutes a fon emploi d'Epule, ou de curateur des fetes facrees.

Jamais ancien n'a fait mention de cette belle pyramide. Quel regret cette

reflexion ne donne-t-elle pas pour les ouvrages qui ont difparu, et dent les

auteurs ont vante la beaute ! La DiiTertation de Falconieri eft bien faite.

J'ai lu auffi la piece de pere Ciaconius, fur la Columna Rofirata de Duil-

lius, Comme je croyois d'abord que I'infcription entiere etoit originale, j'en

tirois les plus belles confequences. Heureufement j'ai vu enfin que I'ori-

ginal eft gate au point d'etre inintelligible, et que le critique I'a retabli aflez

heureufement par fes conjedures. J 'en ai lu aujourd'hui p. 1 809— 1 8 17.

Oftobrc

Oftobcr 4.]—I read a Diflertation by Odavio Falconieri, on the Pyramid of C
Ceftius, p. 1461— 1482. This monument, which ftood at the Porta Oftienfis, and

which is now fixed in the city wall, is entirely covered with a beautiful white marble.

It is 1 65^ Roman palms high, and the fides of its bafe are each 130 pahns long.

There is a room in the middle of the pyramid twenty-fix palms long, eighteen broad,

and nineteen high. This is properly the fepulchre. The walls were covered witli a

multitude of figures, fome of which ftill remain in a very good tafi:e. It appears from

the infcription of the monument and the explanations given of it by Falconieri, that

Ceftius was a man of diftin£lion in the time of Auguftus, and that the paintings re-

late to his employment of Epulo, or manager of the lacred feftivals. None of the

ancients make mention of this beautiful pyramid; a reflexion which creates regret for

the lofs of thofe monuments, whofe beauty they highly celebrate. Falconieri's Dif-

fertation is well written.

I read alfo a performance of father Ciaconius on the Columna Rojlrata of DuUIius.

Taking the whole infcription for original, I began to draw from it many important

confequences. Happily I difcovered that the original had fuffered fo much fromthe
injuries of time, that it was rendered unintelligible, and that the critic had fucceiT-

fully reftored it by his conjedures. I this day read p. i8og— 1817.

VOL. II. .Y October
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Odobre 5.]— Quoique la Colonne Roftrale eut trompe mom attente, j'at

Voiilu I'achever. J'y ai trouve des reftitiitions fort ingenieufes, et de tre3

bonnes obfervations fur I'orthographe Latine, laquelle comme dans routes

les langues a quitte peu a peu I'etymologie pour fc regler fur la prononcia-

tion. Malheureufement la colonne de Duillius que nous avons, n'a pas

I'authorite d'une piece originale. On voit clalrement par I'exemple de

Maximus avec un /, qu'elle a ete faite depuis Jules Cefar, et qu'on I'a reformee

fur la nouvelle orthographe.

J'ai fini cette Dijfertation de Ciaconius, p. 18 17— 1831. J'ai lu aufTi

Xm petit Morceau de Jofeph Cajialio, fur les Temples de la Paix et de Janus

y

p. 1849— 1856. II eft bien mauvais.

6.]—J'ai lu une Biprtation de Pierre Barg^us, de Everforibus JEdificio-

rum Urbrs Romo', p. 1869— 1892. Le prejuge commun fait regarder

les barbares du Nord comme les ennemis des arts, auffi bien que des

Romains. C'eft a un Alaric, a un Genferic, aunTotila, qu'on attribua la

deftruftion des beaux monumens de la ville. Jamais il n'y eut de prejuge

moins fonde felon mon auteur. Alaric ufa a peine des droits de la guerre.

Genferic fe contenta de piller cette capitale. Totila renverfa une partie des

murailles dans un moment de fureur, et les rctablit auffitot par raifon. La

plus part des ouvrages publics fubfiftoient fous Theodoric ; et ce prince

veilloin

October 5.]—Although the Columna Roflrata difappointed me, I read to the end of

the treatife. It contains fome very ingenious reftorations of the original, and excellent

obfervations on the Latin orthography, which, as happens in all languages, gradually loft

fifhtof etymology, and came to be regulated by pronunciation. Unhappily the infcrip-

tion on the pillar of Duillius has not the merit of originality. We fee clearly by the ex-

ample of Maximus, written with an /, that the old fpelling had been altered for the

new, which prevailed from the time of Julius Csefar.

I finifhed Ciaconius's Diflertation, p. 1817— 1831. I read alfo a fmall Treatife by

fofcph Caftalio, on the temples of Peace and Janus, p. 1849— 1856. It is a poor

performance.

6.]—I read a Differtation of Peter Bargseus, de Everforibus JEdifeiorum Urbis

Rim.e, p. 1869— 1892. By a common prejudice we confider the northern bar-

barians as equally hoftile to the arts and to the Romans; afcribing the ruins of the

fined monuments of the city to an Alaric, a Genferic, or a Totila. Bargxus regards

this opinion as totally unfounded. Alaric fcarcely exercifed the rights of war. Gen-

eric was fatisfied with pillaging Rome. Totila deftroyed part of the walls in his fury,

and repaired them when he recovered his reafon. The moft of the public edifices

were
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Tel'lloit a leur confervation avec beaucoup plus d'attention que ne Favoient

fait les derniers empereurs d'occident. Le zcle des Papes, et furtout de

Gregoire le Grand, ne voyoit dans un temple que I'idole a laquelle il ecoit

confacre; il etabliflbit la religion fur la mine des beaux arts. Ce fyfteme,

detaillc avec beaucoup de favoir et de vraifemblance, vaut mieux que les

efforts qu'il fait pour juftifier cette conduite des Pontifes ; conduite plus digne

de I'Alcoran que de I'Evangile. On fe forme une idee auffi faufie que pcu

avantageufe des nations qui ont innonde I'empire dans le cinquicme fiecle.

On les regarde comme des fauvages fortistout d'un coup du fond des forets,

pour brifer ces barrieres qui les feparoient du monde police. Si Ton parloit

feulementdes nations Scandinaviennes, Scythiques, et Arabes, je ne difcon-

viendrais pas de la relTemblance du portrait. Mais les Arabes agiflbient par

enthoufiafme, les Danois par vengeance, et les Scythes par une ferocite

naturelle a tous les peuples nomades. Les nations Germaniques, les

Goths *, les Vandales, les Francois, &c. avoient beaucoup perdu de leur

ancienne barbarie avant que d'entrer fur les terres de I'empire I'epee a la

main. Depuis plus d'un fiecle des corps nombreux de leur compatriotes

fervoient dans les armees Romaines ; ils etudoient la langue de cette nation j

• II ne decide point la fameufe quellion de I'origine des Goths.

Us

were (landing in the reign of Theodoric, who was more careful to preferve them than

had been the lafl emperors of the eafl:. The zeal of the Popes, and particularly of

Gregory the Great, beheld nothing in a temple but the idol to whom it was confe-

crated: he eftablifhed religion on the ruin of the fine arts. This account of the mat-

ter is explained by Bargasus with much learning and argument, and- is far better than

his attempt to juflify this condu6t in the Popes, which was furely more becoming the

Alcoran than the Gofpel. Our notions are as falfe as unfavourable concerning the

nations which over-ran the Roman empire in the fifth century. We look on them as

favages juft iffued from the woods to break the boundaries which divided them from

the civilized world. This opinion indeed may be applicable to the people of Scandi-

navia, to the Scythians, and the Arabs. The Arabs were a£luated by enthufiafm

;

the Danes by vengeance; the Scythians by ferocity, common among wandering na-

tions of fhepherds. But the inhabitants of Germany, the Goths f , Vandals, and

Franks, had devefted themfelves of much of their barbarifm before they invaded the

dominions of the Roman empire. For more than a century preceding that event,

numerous bodies of their countrymen had fcrved in tlic Roman armies. They learned

f He decides not the famous quellion concerning the origin of the Goths,

y 2 the
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ITs en empruntoient les moeurs. lis avoient adopte fa religion, ou du molns

ils la reveroient. lis avoient quelquefois du mepris pour ks vaincus, jamais

de la haine. Le foldat ctoit quelquefois cruel, mais le general etoit rare-

ment barbare, et le legiQatenr ne retoit jamais. Je paffe rapidement fur

des objets qui merlteroient d'etre approfondis.

J'ai lu auffi la Differtation du meme Auteur, fur les Obelifques de la Vilky

f. 1905— 1934, lafin. EUe eft favante ; mais,, qui en retrancheroit les ecarts,

lui laiileroit a peine fix pages.

Oclobre 7.]—J'ai commence un ouvrage d'Olaus Borrichiusj de Antiqua

Facie Urbis Roma, dontj'ai In p. 1 521— 1 546.

8.]—J'ai lu Olaiis Borrichius, p. 1546— 1576. J'ai acheve le vingt

quatrieme tome de la Bibliotheque Raijonnee. J'y trouve Hiftoire du Cicl,

par VAbVe Pluche. Cet auteur, mauvais philofophe, et litterateur fu-

perficiel, batit des fyftemes: ingenieux, qui n'eblouifTent qu'un moment.

Titer des etymologies Egyptiennes de I'Hebreu, parcequ'on fuppofe que

I'Hebreu reffembloit au Phenicien, et que le Phenicien n'etoit pas fort

eloigne de I'Egyptien ! Ces figncs des faifons et de I'agriculture, qui de-

viennent des Dieux 1 Pouvoit on fe tromper fur des fignes qui revenoient

chaque annee, et qui apportoient avec eux leur explication fenfible ? Je

demanderois

the Latin language, ; they adopted civilized manners; and if they were not Chriflians,

they at leaft revered Chriftianity. The contempt which they fometimes teflified for

the vanquiflied, was not mixed v/ith hatred. The foldier was fometimes cruel, but

the general was feldom barbarous, and the legiflator never. I caft but a rapid glance

on objedis, which would deferve to be furveyed attentively.

I read alfo a Differtation of the fame author on the Obelifks in Rome, p. 1905—
1934. It is learned

J but if fuperfluitieg were lopped, off, might be reduced to fix

pages.

Oclober 7.]—I began the work of Olaus Borrichius, de Antiqua Facie Urbis

Roma, and read p. 152 1—1546.

8.]— I read Borrichius, p. 1546— 1576. I finifhed the twenty-fourth volume of the

Biblictlieque Raifomiee. It contains the Hiftory of the Heavens, by the Abbe Pluche.

This author, who is a bad philofopher and a fuperficial fcholar, builds ingenious fyrtems,

which dazzle but for a moment. He draws Egyptian etymologies from the Hebrew,

becaufe he fuppofes that the Hebrew had much affinity with the Phenician; and that

the Plvnician was not very remote from the Egyptian ! The figns of the feafons and

of agriculture are changed into gods. But I would aflc whether it was polfible that

maakiud fltould fo much miftake thofe figns which returned annually, bringing with

them
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demanderois au moins pour cette mecamorphofe plus de fiecles que I'Abbe

Pluche ne m'en auroit accorde. Hiftoire de Charles XII. par M. Aderfeld.

L'Alexandre du Nord avoit deja fon Quinte Curce, il kii manquoit un

Arrien. M. Aderfeld I'eft plutot par fon exaftitude que par fon eloquence.

Lettres de Libanlus, par M. Welf: beau prefent. Nous n'avions que 250

de ces lettres, Ce favant nous en donne 1600, qu'il a tirees de la poufilere

de toutes les bibliotheques de I'Europe. Ammonius de Differentia Ferborum,

&c. par M. Valkenaer : c'eft un petit recueil de quelques grammairiens Grecs,

qui n'efl pas fans merite. Hiftoire du Roi David : ouvrage favant, fino-ulier

et ridicule.

Oiflobre 9.]—J'ai lu Olaus BorricJpius, de Antiqua Facie Urhis Rom.c,

p. 1576— 1600.

10.]—J'ai fini Olaus Borrichius, p. 1600— 1623. Je fuis fort content

de ce petit ouvrage. Borrichius eft un homme curieux et inftruit, qui

parcourt tous les quartiers de la ville avec beaucoup d'ordre, et de net-

tete i qui laifle a I'ecart toutes les minuties, etqui choifit quelques objets cu-

rieux et principaux, dont il rende compte d'une maniere aflez interefTante, et

dans un ftyle coulant et facile. II convient a tout homme, qui veut fe faire

une idee vraie, mais generale, de I'ancienne Rome ; qui craint les grands

ouvrages

riiem their own explication. Such an extraordinary metamorphofis muft have requir-

ed at leaft many more ages than the Abbe Pluche would be wilHng to allow.—The
Hiftory of Charles XII. by Mr. Aderfeld. The Alexander of the North had already

his Quintus Curtius. He ftill wanted an Arrian. Mr. Aderfeld fupplies the defedl
rather by his accuracy than his eloquence.—Lebanius's Letters, by Mr. Welf: a
valuable prefent. We had only 250 of thefe letters. This learned man gives us
1 600, recovered from the duft of all tlie libraries of ^uxo'^e.—Anwionius de Diffaentia
Verborum, is'c. by Mr. Valkenaer : a fmall colleaion of fome Greek grammarians,
fiot without merit.—The Hiftory of King David: a learned, fingular, and laughable
performance.

Odober 9.]—I read Olaus Borrichius, de Jntiqua Fade Urbis Rome, p. 1576—
1600.

10.]—Ifinifhed Olaus Borrichius, p. 1600— 1623; and am much pleafed with this

little work. It is curious and learned. Borrichius examines the quarters of the city

wnh order and perfpicuity; and, regardlefs of minute objefts, fixes on the principal

monuments, which he explains in a very entertaining manner, and in an eafy flow of

ftyle. His work muft be ufeful to thofe who wifh to form only a general, but juft

UOtiqn of ancient Rome ; who are afraid of the large volumes of Donatus apd Nar-

dini,
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ouvrages de Donatus et de Nardini, ou qui fouhaite de raflembler dans fon

elpiic les idces qu'il y aprifes. Pour trancher le mot, le livre de Borrichius

eft un excellent abrege de Nardidi, qu'il fuit partout pas-a-pas. II n'cft que

cela, et j'aurois voulu que le favant Danois ce fut contenter de ce merite, fans

afpirer a celui d'auteur original : ce n'cft pas qu'on n'y trouve quelques obfer-

vations curieufes, quelques endroits meme ou il releve Nardini, et le releve

avec raifon. En voici deux. i. Borrichius prouve afTez bien qu'on ne

donnoit jamais aux empercurs de leur vivant le titre de Diviis ; et que par

coniequent tous les monumens, ou il fe rencontre, leur ont tte eleves apres

leur mort. i. II flut voir centre Nardini que tous les jeux de la Deefte

Flore fe celebroient dans fon cirque ; et que ce n'eft que pour avoir mal

compris un pafiage d'Ovide, que cet antiquaire a cru trouver deux fetes de

cette DeefTe, dans une feule qui fe chommoit le dernier d'Avril et le premier

de Mai. Borrichius etoit Danois, et profefteur a Copenhague. II paroir

par differens endroits de fon livre qu'il voyagea en Italie, en France, et en

Angleterre vers I'an 1665 ; et qu'il publia ce petit traite pres d'une vingtaine

d'annees aprcs fon retour. S'il ne fe difoitpas Danois, on le verroit alfez

a I'eqdroit ou il parle des triomphes de Marius fur le Mont Efquilin. A la

vue de ce monument de la defaite des Cimbres, fon zele national s'enflamme,

un

•dlnl, or who wifh to cligeft mediodically in their minds the knowledge which they have

acquired from them. In one word, Borrichius is an excellent abridgment of Nardini,

whom he clofely follows. 1 could have wiflied this learned Dane had been fatisfied

with this merit, without afpiring to that of an original author ; yet it mud be allowed

that he makes fome curious obfervations, and corrects Nardini judicioudy ; of which
the tv/o following are examples, i. He proves in a very fatisfa<Slory manner, that the

emperors were never honoured with the title of Divus in their life-time, and
confequently that all the monuments in which this title is found, mufl have been

raifed to them after their deaths. 2. He fliows in oppofition to Nardini, that all the

games of the goddefs Flora were celebrated in her Circus; and that by miftaking a

pafiage of Ovid, that antiquary has made two feftivals of Flora out of one, which

was held the lafl day of April, or the firft of May. Borrichius was a Dane, and pro-

feflbr at Copenhagen. It appears from different paflages of his book, that he travelled

in Italy, France, and England towards the year 1665; and publidied this little treatifc

about twenty years after his return home. Without his telling us that he was a Dane,
we fhould eafily perceive it, from his manner of fpeaking concerning the triumph of

Marius on Mount Efqniline. At beholding this monument of the defeat of the

Cimbri, his patriotifm is inflamed, a noble indignation feizes his foul. He afcribes

2 the
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vm noble coUrroux s'empare de fon efprlt. II attribue la vicloire des Ro-

mains au foleil, au' vent, a. la fortune, a tout, plutot qu'a la valeur de

Marius.

Odobre 12.]—Un air de philofophie, un fond d'ignorance, des penfees

triviales ou faufles, un ftyle afFedle, des portraits communsou outrcs, voila

les Amujemsns dc la Raijon ; ouvrage nouveau, que M. de C . . . m'avoit

prete, et ou je n'ai trouve ni raifon ni aniufement. L'impertinente preface

qu'il a mife a la tete de fa traduftion du Loijir du Sage ! Ds qtioi nous Jert il

de Javoir le nom d'un auteiir ? Ce nom qii\i-t-il de commun avec I'ouvrage ?

Beaucoup pour I'intelligence de fon ouvrage, de fon but, de fes allufions

;

rien pour lejugement que nous devons porter de fes fentimens philofophiques.

13.]—J'ai commence aujourd'hui une entreprife confiderable; c'eft la

lefture de VItalia Antique de Cluvier, en deux volumes in folio: a Leyde,

1624, chez les Elzevirs. L'auteur n'en vit pas la publication, mais il y

avoit mis la derniere main avant fa mort. Son editeur nous apprend qu'il

rneditoit une Geographie Univerfelle fur le meme plan j et qu'aprcs avoir

parcouru la Germanic, I'ltalie, et la Sicile, ii alloit travailler fur la Gaule

et la Grece, et enfuite fur tous les autres pays connus aux anciens. Strabon

a embralfe cet objet en dix fept livres : les pays dont Cluvier a traite dans

quatre volumes in folio, ne comprennent qu'environ trois de ces livres.

L'ouvrage

tlie victory of the Romans to the fun, the winds, and fortune ; to every caufe rather

than the valour of Marius.

O£lober 12.—An appearance of philofopliy, with real ignorance; thoughts trivial or

falfe; afFe£lation of ftyle; exaggeration or vulgarity of defcription; fuch is the new work

intituled Amufements of Rcafon, which was lent to me by Mr. C . . . ; and in which I

find neither reafon nor amufement. The author's preface to his tranflation of the « Wife
« Man's Recreations," is impertinent in the extreme. Of what ufe is it to know an

author's name? What has that name to do with his work? A great deal with his

defign, his allufions, &c. but nothing with the fentence that we ought to pafs on his

philofophical opinions.

13.]—I this day began a very confiderable talk ; which was to readCluverius' Italia Anti-

qua, in two volumes in folio: Leyden, 1624, Elzevirs. The author did not live to fee its

publication ; but had completely finidied it before his death. His editor tells us that he

had in contemplation to write an univerfal geography on the fame plan; and that after

defcribing Germany, Italy, and Sicily, he meant to treat of Gaul, Greece, and all the other

countries known to the ancients. Strabo comprehended the fame fubjeft in feventeen

books; of which the countries defcribed by Cluverius, in four volumes in folio, occupy

nearly.
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L'ouvrage entler de notre favanc auroic pu aller a vingt trois volumes in

folio. S'il avoit vccu qiielques annees de plus, il auroit peut-etre rempli

cette tache immenfe. Nous aurions eu un repertoire prodigieux fur I'ancienne

- • geographic, traite a la verite avec un detail trop minutieux, et dont il n'y a

peut-etre que la Grece et I'ltalie qui foient dignes. Un litterateur aime a

cojinoitre jufqu'aux plus petics recoins de ces pays celebres, oii le moindre

village eft fameux dans I'hiftoire ou dans la poefie. C'eft pour me preparer

tout a lafois a mon voyage de I'ltalie, et a mes etudes futures, que je fais

cette le£t:ure, comme j'avois fait celle de Nardini. Ces auteurs bien lies et

bien medites, me tiendront lieu d'un commentaire perpetuel, etfurquelque

endroit de Rome ou d'ltalie que je puifle tomber, je n'y ferai plus etranger.

J'ai lu aujourd'hui Chivier ltd. Antiq. L. i. C. i, ii, in, iv, v, vi. p. i—
46. Ces fix chapitres font comme les preliminaires de fa defcription parti-

culiere. II y traite desnoms differens que I'ltalie a portes, de fes limites, de

fon etendue, et de la figure, du Mont Apennin qui la divife, du fol, et du

climat, des diflxrens peuples qui I'liabitoient, et des langues qu'ils parloient.

Partout il cite fes garants, il les laifl'e parler, et il ne paroit lui-meme que dc

tems en terns, pour les mettre d'accord, pour les eclaircir, etpour les corri-

ger. Je dois remarquer, pour fa juftification, que M. d'Anville I'accufe ua

peu trop facilement d'avoir confondu le mille Romain avecle mille Italien

moderne.

nearly three. The whole defigii of that learned man would have extended to twenty-

three volumes in folio. Had he lived a few years longer, he would perhaps have executed

this vaft undertaking. We fhould then have had an immenfe repertory on the fubjeft of

ancient geography, treated indeed with a degree of circumftantial minutenefs, which

no other countries perhaps deferve but Greece and Italy. A man of letters is defirous

to know every corner of thofc celebrated countries, the fmalleft villages of which are

diftinguifhed in hiltcry or poetry. I begin to read Cluverius with the fame views that

I read Nardini, both to prepare me for my journey into Italy, and to aflift me in my
future ftudies. Thofe tv;o aathois, fludied with care and reflexion, will ferve me as a

perpetual commentary, fo that I Ihall not be a ftranger in any part of Rome or Italy,

to which my enquiries may lead me. I this day read Cluverius Ital. Antiq. L. i. C. i,

ii, iii, iv, V, vi. p. I—46. Thefe fix chapters are preparatory to his particular de-

fcription. He examines in them the different names of Italy, its limits, extent, figure.

Mount A ppennine, which divides the country; its foil, climate, inhabitants, and lan-

guages. He every where cites his authorities in their own words, and fpeaks only

occafionally himfelf, to reconcile, explain, or correft them. Mr, D'Anville accufes

him too haftily of confounding the Roman mile with that of the modern Italians:

I Cluverius
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moderne *. Cluvier ne les confondoit point ; il favolt meme que le dernier

eft plus grand. II s'eft explique tres clairement la defllis f . Je conviens

que cette connoifTance lui etoit aflez inutile, puifqu'il ignoroit le rapport

precis de ces deux mefures itineraires.

Ofbobre 14.]—J'ai lu Cluvier Ital, Antiq. L. i. C. vii, viii, ix, x, xi.

p. 46— 90. II parcourt toutes les cotes de la Ligurie depuis /e Varus, qui

la feparoit des Gaules, jufqu'au fleuve Macra, qui labornoit du cote de la

Tofcane ; cotes flcriles et efcarpees, qui en refufant tout a fes habitansne leur

donnoient que la force et le courage. II eft fingulier que ce peuple entrepre-

nant n'ait jamais franchi I'Apennin pour s'etablir dans cette belle plaine qui

s'etend depuis ces montagnes jufqu'au Po ; et qu'il n'ait enfin du cette acqui-

fition qu'a un arrangement politique des Romains. L'article de Pollentia

m'a amufe. Stilicon y combattit I'armee des Goths. Les hiftoriens Chre-

tiens nous reprefentent cette afi'aire comme une trahifon indigne, qui nc

valut aux Romains que la honte de I'avoir tentee fans fucces. Claudien, au

contraire, poete payen, I'egale a la vi6toire de Marius fur les Cimbres, et ne

voit dans Stilicon qu'un heros qui a vengc fa patrie, et qui a delivre I'ltalie

entiere de la tyrannic des barbarcs.

^^^^^^^^^_____ Oaobre

Cluverius does not confound them ; he knew that of modern Italy to be the longeft of

the two, and has explained himfelf very clearly on that fubje£l f . This knowledge in-

deed was not of much ufe to him, fincc he was ignorant of the exadt proportion which

the one mile bore to the other.

0£lober 14.]—I read Cluverius, L. I. C. vii, viil, ix, x, xl. p. 46—'po. He tra-

vels along the coaft of Liguria from the Varus, which feparated that diftrid from

Gaul, to the Macra, by which it was bounded on the fide of Tufcany. This coaft is

rocky and barren ; and, by denying all other advantages to its inhabitants, tended to

increafe their ftrength and courage. It is extraordinary that this enterprifing people

fhould never have thought of croffingthe Apennines, in order to fettle in the beautiful

plain which lies between thofe mountains and thePo: and that they fliould have finally

been indebted for this acquifition to a political arrangement of the Romans. I was
amufed by the article Pollentia. There Stilico fought the army of the Goths. The
Chriftian writers reprefent this tranfadion as a fcandalous piece of unfuccefsful

treachery, from which nothing but fliame accrued to the Romans. Claudian, on the

contrary, a P.ngan poet, confiders Stilico's battle as equal to Marius's vidlory over the

Cimbrl, and extols the conqueror as a hero who avenged the caufe of his country, and

<lelivered all Italy from the tyranny of barbarians.

* D'AnvilleMefures Itineraires, p. 7, S.

t Cluvier Ital. Antlq. L. i. C. iii. p. 25,

VOL. n. z bclober
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Ocjobre 16.]—J'aiju Clavier Ital. Antiq. L. i. C. xii, x'lii, xiv, p. 90—
102. On y voit la politique d'Augiifte, qui dans toutes les affaires preferoit

aux voyes de violence, Ics moyens doux et lents. Jules Cefar avoit fubjugue

les Gaules, mais fa conquete etoit bien precaire, pendant que les Alpes

etoient remplies des nations feroces, qui etoient maitrefles de tous les paf-

lages. Augufte fut oblige d'en reduire une partie par les armes, mais il

engagea Cottius, qui regnoit dans les montagnes du mcme nom, de civilifer

l€s fujets, de recevoir une garnilbn Romaine, et d'ouvrir lui-meme les com-

munications. Le d-ctail de cette negociation feroit curieux. Je penfe

qu'Augufte fut eblouir Cottius en lui prodiguant de vains honneurs, au point

de lui faire oublier qu'il perdoit fon pouvoir et fon independance. C 'etoit au

moins le flyle de la politique de ce prince.

17.]—J'ai lu Chivier Ital. Antiq. L. i. C. xv, xvi, xvii. p. 102—

133. L'article des Rb^ti et des Euganei, eft un peu embrouille. Verone

etoit une colonic Rhetienne. La chofe eft poffible. Mais depuis long terns

fes habitans, devenus Gaulois, regardoient Brixia comme leur metropole.

Verone auroit ete bien mieux placee parmi les Cawma/u ; et les Rbaii au-

roient du ecre relegues dans leurs montagnes, comme ils y etoient en effet.

Encore -en traitant de ces montagnes par rapport a I'ltalie, j'aurois averti que

Oftober 16.]—I readCluverlus Ital. Antiq. L. i. C. xii, xiii, xiv. p. 90— 102. He
fets before us the policy of Auguftus, who in all his tranfaftions preferred flow and

gentle meafures. Julius Csefar had fubdued the Gauls, but his conqueft was preca-

rious while the Alps were peopled by fierce nations, who commanded all the pafles.

Auguftus was under the neceflity of reducing fome of them by arms ; but he per-

fuaded Cottius, who reigned over the mountains which bore his name, to civihze his

fubiefts, to receive a Roman garrifon, and to open the roads tlirough his country.

It would be curious to know the civcumltances of the negociation. I imagine that

Auguftus fo much flattered Cottius with empty honours, as to make him forget that

he was furrendering his independence and power. This at leaft would have been in

the ufual ftyle of his policy.

i^.] I read Cluverius Ital. Antiq. L. i. C. xv, xvi, xvii. p. 102— 133. The

article of the Rhseti and the Euganei is fomewhat puzzling. Verona was a Rhretian

colony. The thing is poflible; but for a long time its inhabitants, afluming the charadter

of Gauls, confidered Brixia as their mother country. Verona would have been placed

more naturally among the Cenomani; and the Rhjeti ought to have been confined to

their native mountains, as they were in fait. In treating of thefe mountains as con-

neGed with Italjf, I would ;ilfo have taken notice that my obfervations related

to
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je ne traltois que d'une partie de la nation. Cette petite remarque auroit

rcpanduune grande clarte furtoute cette defcription.

Odlobre 18.]—J'ai lu Cltivier ltd. Antiq. L. i. C. xviii. f. 133— 169.

L'auteur parcourt toute la province dite Venetia. Padoue et fa fameufc

fontaine Jpona, I'arretent alTez long tems. A roccafion du Portta Fenetus,

aupres d'Altinum, a I'endroit ou eft Venife, il s'etend aflez fur I'epoque de fa

fondation ; et c'eft avec beaucoup de vraifemblance, qu'il lui ote une centaine

d'annees, puifque du tems de Theodoric et de CaiTiodore, on ne voyoit en-

core dans ces ides que quelques cabanes de pecheurs. C'eft plutotla fureur

des Lombards que celle des Huns, qui a force les peuples voifins a s'y refu-

gier. La fociete politique qu'ils y ont formee, a du pendant long tems etre

foible et dependante, I'objet de la pitie, ou du mepris des princes voifins, et

furtout de conquerans. Sans avoir approfondi ce fujet, la raifon m'engage

a croire, que la veritable liberte de Venife ne peut fe dater que de la deca-

dence de I'empire des Francois. Cct empire (pour le dire en paflant) a

contribue bien plus que les Croifades, a faire confondre en Orient tous les

peuples d'Occident fous le nom generique de Francs ou de Francois. Je ne

fuis point furpris que les Mahometans n'ayent pas des idees plus exaftes fur

nbtre

to only one porrion of the Rhxtians. This remark would have contributed to the perfpi-

cuity of the whole of the defcription.

Odlober 18.]—I read Cluverius Ital. Antiq L. i. C. xviii. p. 133— 169. The
author condufls us tlirough the province called Venetia. He dwells on Padua, and

its famous fountain Apona. In fpeaking of the Portus Venetus, near to Altinum,

where Venice now ftands, he treats at confiderable length of the ?era of its foundation,

from which he cuts off a century with much probability ; fince in the time of Theo-
doric and Caffiodorus, the Venetian ifles contained nothing but Imts of fifhermen.

The people on the neighbouring coaft of Italy fought refuge there, rather againfl; the

fury of the Lombards, than againfl that of the Huns, The community which thefe

emigrants eftabliflied, muft have long continued weak and dependant, an objedt of

pity or contempt to neighbouring princes, efpecially to conquerors. Without pre-

tending to have deeply examined the fubjefl:, I am convinced that the liberty of Venice

ought to be dated from the downfall of the empire of the Franks. This empire, we
may obferve, contributed far more than the Croifades to make the Orientals extend the

name of Franks or Frenchmen to all the nations of the Weft. It is not furprifing

that th&Mahommedans ftiould be fo ignorant of the diftindions among the nations of

z 2 Europe,
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notre compte, quand je vois un empereur Grec *, qui donne le nom dc

France a cette province de Fenetia, que Charlemagne avjoit prife avec le

rcfle de la Lombardie. L'erreur eft meme encore plus grofllere, puifqu'en

employant ce nom, il fait un anachronifme de trois cens ans. Cluvier donne

une autre interpretation aux paroles de Conftantin, mais celle-ci me paroit

la plus naturelle.

Oflobre iq.]—J'ai lu Cluvier Ital. Antiq. L. i. C. xix, xx. p. 169

—

204. Ileftqueftion des Carni. Augufte les ajouta a la Fenetia, et recula

les bornes de I'ltalie jufqu'a la riviere d'/lrfia : il traite fort au long de la

ville d'Jquileia, la premiere de la province, et la neuvicme de I'empire

entier. Tres forte par fa fituation, et fortifiee a la maniere des anciens, elle

couvroit la frontiere la plus expofee de I'ltalie contre les nations Illyriennes.

Cette meme fituation entre les nations policees, et celles qui etoient encore

barbares^devint dans la fuite la fource de fa richefle par ie commerce qu'elle

faifoit avec les unes et les autres. Si le commerce n'etoit que I'echange mu-

tuel des produ(5lions de chaque pays, un peuple induftrieux devoir fouhaiter

des voifins aufli induftrieux que lui. Ce principe de mon ami M. de Mira-

beau, eft inconteftable. Celui qui veut debiter une marchandife, cherche

ceux qui ont des befoins, et des moyens pour les fatisfaire. L'un et I'autre

ne

Europe, when a Greek emperor * gives the name of France to the province of Venetiaj

which Charlemaigne conquered with the reft of Lombardy. In ufing this name, the

emperor's miftake is ftill more glarhig ; fince he is guiky of an anachronifm of three

centuries. Cluverius indeed gives a different interpretation to Conftantine's words;

but the above meaning appears to me to be the moll natural.

Odlober 19.]— I read Cluverius Ital. Antiq. L. i. C. xix, xx. p. 169—204. He

treats of the Carni. Auguftus afligned this people to Fe/ieii,j, and contradled the

boundary of Italy within the river -drji,u He fpeaks at length of Aquileia, the firfl

city in the provhice, and the ninth in the whole empire. Its fortifications, built after

the fafliion of the ancients, and its natural ftrength, enabled it to cover the frontier of

Italy moft expofed to invafion from the Illyrians. Its intermediate fituation between

polilhed and barbarous nations, became the fource of opulence, acquired by its

commerce with both. If traffic confifted merely in the mutual excliange of commo-

dities, an induftrious nation ought to wilh for neighbours as induftrious asitfelf. This

principle of my friend Mr. Mirabeau appears to me incontrovertible. He who wifhes

to fell his goods, feeks for thofe who need, and can puvchafe them. Such purchafers

• Conftantlne Porphyrogsnitcs. V. Cluver. Italia Aotiqaa, L. i. C. xviii. p. 138.

are
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ne peuvent fe trouver que chez une nation riche et laborieufe. Mais cet

cchange mutuel n'eft qu'une partie d'un commerce a(5tif et etendu. Celui

qui rapporte le plus, confifte dans ces voyages, ou dcs avanturiers hardis,

Tftais entendus, vont chercher les productions d'un pays etranger, pour les

porter aux peuples qui en ont befoin. Mais des qu'une nation eft Ibrcie dc

cet etat de barbarie abfolue, qui la rend inaccefTible aux ecrangers, plus elle

eft grofliere, et mieux elle leur convient ; puifque alors on ne peut acheter

que les produdlions du pays dans ce premier ecat de nature, qui fait mecon-

noitre leur valeur reelle, et qui lailTe a fes nouveaux proprietaires le loin et

les avantages de les travailler. Aquileia jouiflbit de plufieurs circonftances

heureufes par rapport a fon commerce avec les barbares. i. II lui etoit

aifure, non point par des conventions injuftes et precaires, mais par les loix

de la nature, et la fituation des lieux. II fe faifoit par terre a travers les

Alpes Juliennes, et cette ville etoit la feule porte de ces montagnes. Pa-

doue, ou Milan auroient eu des defavantages infinis dans la concurrence. II

eneftbien differemmentdu commerce de mer, qui eft toujours ouvert a toutes

les nations, qui ont I'hardiefTe et I'induftrie de I'entreprendre. 2. II ecoit

aife. II ne faloit que charger les marchandifes fur des chariots, et les porter

a Nauportus. Le chemin n'etoit que de cinquante milks, et le paflage du

Mont

are only to be found in rich and induftrlous countries. But this mutual exchange Is •

only one part of an extenfive and enterprifing commerce. Another, ftill more pro-

fitable, is carried on by bold and adventurous, but judicious mariners, who fail in

queft of the produ£lions of foreign countries, to carry them to the nations to whom
they are objefts of defire: and when countries have emerged from that ftate of barba-

rifm which renders them totally inaccefTible to ftrangers, the more ignorant their in-

habitants are, the profit of trading with them will be the greater ; becaufe their

articles of exportation will be fold far below their real value, and in that rude ftate of

nature, which will leave the whole advantage of manufadluring them to their pur-

chafers. Aquileia was placed in mofl favourable circumftances for carrying on trafhc

with barbarians, i. This trade was fecured not merely by unjuft and precarious trea-

ties, but by the laws of nature, and local fituation. It was carried on by land acrofs

the Julian Alps, the paflage through which was naturally commanded by Aquileia.

Padua and Milan would have had great difadvantage in the competition. Maritime

commerce is quite different, the fea being always open to thofe who have induftry and

boldnefs. 2. This trade was eafy. The merchandize was conveyed on waggons to

Nauportus, diftant from Aquileia only fifty miles; and the paflage by Mount Albius

•A' as
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Mont yllbius eft le plus facile des Alpes. Des rivieres navigables les voi-

turoient de Nauportus jufques dans le Danube. 3. lis devoient faire un grand

profit fur les efclaves, qu'ils achetoient a tres bon marche. lis n'avoient

coute que du fang a leurs vainqueurs, et leur entretien auroit etc inutile, dif-

pendieux, et dangereux. IVIais pour les peuples polices, c'etoit une mar-

chandife tres precieufe. L'ltalie feule en demandoit des recrues conftantes

et nombreufes pour le fervice domeftique, pour les jeux, et pour I'agricul-

ture. Les efclaves qui n'avoient que la vigueur du corps fe debitoient bien ;

mais lorfqu'ils montroient quelques difpofitions pour les arts ou lesfciences, on

avoit foin de les cultiver ; et leur maitre vendoit tres cherement cette ame et

ces talens qu'il n'avoit point achetes. Ce principe de perfedlibilite, qui n'exifte

que dans I'homme, devenoit un effettres reel dans le negoce. On peucremar-

quer que ce commerce ne pouvoit fe faire qu'avec une nation barbare. Les

peuples civilifes achetent des efclaves, mais ils n'en font point. 4. Ceux

d'Jquikia ne portoient aux barbares que des denrees de leur cru, I'huile et

le vin ; I'entree et la fortie leur etoient ainfi egalement avantageufes.

Odtobre 20.]—J'ai lu Cluver Ital. Antiq. L. i. C. xxi, xxii, xiii. p. 204

— 237. Apres avoir parti de I'lftrie ou les fables Grecques cherchoient

vainement une embouchure du Danube, Cluvier revient fur fes pas pour

examiner

was the eafieft in the Alps. It was then tranfported by navigable rivers from Naupor-

tus to the Danube. 3. The merchants of Aquileia muft have been great gainers by

dealing in flaves, whom they purchafed at a cheap rate. They had cod nothing but

blood to their barbarous matters ; to keep them in whofe hands would have been not

only ufelefs, but expenfive and dangerous. But they were valuable articles of trade

with poliftied nations. Italy alone demanded a conftant and large fupply, for the

purpofes of domeflic fervice, the (hows, and agriculture. Slaves who had only bodily

ftrength were fure of felling well; but when they fliewed any difpofition for the arts

and fciences, their new mailers were careful to cultivate it; and then fold at a high

price that mind and ingenuity which they had not purchafed. That principle of im-

provement, which has place only in man, became a gainful obje<fl: of commerce. The

flave trade, it may be remarked, can be fupported only by barbarians; for civilifed

nations purchafe flaves, but do not produce them. 4. The merchants of Aquileia

bought flaves with wine and oil, the produce of their country ; fo that both the ex-

ports and imports were much in their favour.

0£lober20.]—I read Cluverius Ital. Antiq. L. i. C. xxi, xxii, xxiii. p. 204—337.

After fpeaking of Iftria, where the Greek fables vainly placed the mouth of the Da-

nube,
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examiner la Gaule Cifalpine. II commence par domier une idee generale du

pays, et des colonies qui y pafTerent de la Gaule Celtique ; et fes premiers details

font fur les Lavi et les Libici, qui habitoient les frontieres du Piemont et du

Milanois, et qui etoient dans la dependance de la puiffante nation des Injiibres.

Je fuis monte a la bibliotheque publique, dont mon ami Pavillard me confie

la clef, pour confulter quelques livres, i. Une Dijferlation de M. Freret

dans le vingt quatrihne tome des Memoires de VAcademie ; oij il etoit queftion du

fameux pafiage de Pline fur I'enceinte de Rome. J'en ai lu I'explication, et je

I'ai abregee. C'etoit par rapport a Nardini. 2. Ces Gaulois, dontjeviens

de parler, m'ont rendu curieux du fort de I'autre colonic qui s'efl: jettee en

Allemagne dans le meme terns. Pour cet efiet j'ai confulte he Germania

Antiqua de Cluvier. 3. J'ai pareillement confulte k DiSiionnaire des Anti-

quites de Pitijcus, par rapport a plufieurs pafTages de Juvenal. Les a'rticles

Abella, Mandra, Bardaicus, LeSiica, Carpentum, Rheda, Effedum, et Cifiumy

m'ont utilement occupe. Celui de LeHica furtout me paroit tres bien fait.

J'ai acheve le vingt cinquieme tome de la Bibliotheque Raijonnee. Je

ne I'avois pas neglige, mais on m'avoit fait attendre la fuite. J'ai

trouve dans ce volume le ^intilien de Gejner : bonne edition d'un

ecrivain excellent. Journal du Voyoge de M. le Legat Mezzabarba a la

Cbiney

niibe, he returns backwards to examine Cifalpine Gaul. He begins by giving a general

notion of the country, and the colonies which went from Celtic Gaul. The firfl parti-

culars which he mentions relate to the Lxvi and Libici, who inhabited the frontiers of

Piedmont and the Milanefe,'and who depended on the powerful nation of the Infubres.

I went to the public library, of which my friend Pavillard had given me the

key, to confult fome books — i. A Diflertation, by Mr. Freret, treating of the

famous paflage in Pliny concerning the circuit of Rome. I read and abridged his

explanation, with a view to Nardini. 2. The Gauls, whom I juft mentioned, made

me curious to know the fate of the other colony, which penetrated at the fame time

into Germany. For this purpofe, I confulted Cluverius's Germania Antiqua. 3. F
alfo confulted PItifcus's Diftionary of Antiquiiles, for clearing up fome diihcultics

in Juvenal. The articles Abella, Mandra, Bardaicus, Lectica, Carpentum, Rheda,

Efledum, and Cifium, furniftied me with agreeable occupation, That of Leciica is-

particularly well treated.

I finifhed the twenty-fifth volume of the Bibliotheque Raijonnee. I had not neglefted

that work, but was obliged to wait for tlie continuation. It contains ^untiliati, by

Gefner: a good edition of an excellent author.

—

The Voyage of the Legate Mezzabarba

2 to
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Chine, pa)- le Pere Viani. II eft queftion de cette controverfe ridicule fur lea

ceremoines Chinoifes. II paroit par cette relation que Tempereur s'eil bien

donne la comedie avec la fimplicite dubonLcgat, ctles artifices des Jcfuites

qu'il meprifoit comme minionaires, quoiqu'il les eftimat en qualitc de gens

de lettres. Sri£lur£ Juris Romani, par Jenfius. Cet auteur apporte des

aro-umens tres forts pour prouver que le code de Juftinien a ete compofc en

Grec, et que le texte Latin qui nous refte n'en eft qu'une verfion. Anti

MacJnavel. Rheinftjerg et Potzdam infpirent des idces tres differentes; I'un

a produit I'Anti Machiavel, I'autre les InftritSlions Militaires. Mais quand

le roi de Prufle ecrit un ouvrage fur la juftlce et la clemence, il convenoit

que Voltaire le publiat a fes depens. UHifioire du Danneinarcky par Cra-

gius J lepremier Extrait. II ne contient que la vie de I'auteur, qui a ve^u a la

fin du feizieme fiecle. Corpus Juris Germanici: ouvrage public fous les

yeux de M. Heineccius. II forme un recueil desloix desanciens peoples de

rAUemagne auffi intereflant pour la philofophie, qu'il I'eft pour la jurifpru-

dence. M. Heineccius, dans une favante preface, prouve tres bien que les

Francs firent les fameufes loix Saliques, dans le terns qu'ils etoient encore

payens, et etablis dans la Franconie, peu de terns avant I'eledtion de leur pre-

mier roi, en un mot vers I'an 400 j qu'ils les redigerent en Latin, comme

elles

to China, by Father Vianl. It treats of the idle controverfy refpe£tlng the Chinefe

ceremonies. It appears from the narrative that the emperor had diverted himfelf at

the expence of the good legate, and with the intrigues of the Jefuits, whom he de-

fpifed as miflionaries, though he efleemed them as men of letters.

—

StricJura Juris

Romani, a Jenfio. This writer alleges llrong arguments for proving that Juftinian's

Code was written in Greek, and that the Latin text, which has come down to us, is

only a tranflation.—^«^i Machiavel. Reinfberg and Potzdam infpire very different

ideas ; the one produced the Anti Machiavel, and the other, the Military Inftru(Elions.

When the king of PrufFia compofed a work on juflice and clemency, it was fit that

Voltaire fliould be at the expence of publifhiiig it.—The Hiftory of Denmark, by

Cragius ; firft Extract. It contains only the author's life, who flourifhed towards the

end of the fixteenth century.

—

Corpus Juris Germanici: a work publiflied under the

eyes of Heineccius, containing a collection of the laws of the ancient nations of

Germany, equally interefting to the philofopher and the lawyer. Mr. Heineccius, in

a learned preface, proves clearly, that the Franks made the famous Salic laws, when

they were yet Pagans, and ftill remained in Franconia, a little before the ele£tion of

their firft king; in one word, towards the year 400 ; and that they wrote them in

I Latin,
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elles font a prefent, mais que les rois Cliretiens y firent quelqiies change-

mens.

O(ftobre 21.]—J'ai lu Cluvier ltd. Antiq. L. i. C. xxiv, xxv, xrvi,

xxvii. Les Injubresy les Orohii, les Ce;iomaniy et les Anams ou Anamani.

Une chofe qui proiive que la difference des noms n'implique pas toiijouis

celle des nations, ctque cetce dernicre difference eft fouvent plutot politique

que phyfique ; c'eft que des noms de neuf peuples Gaulois etablis en Italic,

on n'en retrouve que quatre dans leur ancienne patrie; et que les Boii, a peine

connus dans les Gaules, formoient en Germanie et en Italic la plus nom-

breufe et la plus formidable de toutes ces colonies. J'ai compte les hvubres

parmi les Gaulois fur I'autorite dc tous les ancicns. J'ai vu avec furprife que

M. Freret les range parmi les Omhri; Polybe les appellc toujburs Tjontbri, et

ce mot en Celtique fignifie les Bas Ombri *. Mais ce meme Polybe coti-

vientqu'ils ccoient Gaulois % ; et quand il n'en conviendroit pas, fon autorite

tres grande d'ailleurs, ne I'emporteroit pas ici fur les voix reunies de I'anti-

quitc. L'exaclitude et la bonne foi brillent dans fes ouvrages. II etoit mi-

litaire, politique, et philofoplie ; mais je doute qu'il fut bon grammairien ou

antiquaire profond.

• V. Origine des Peuples d'ltalie, dans le dix huitieme tome de I'Hiftoire de I'Academre

des Belles Lettres.

Odobrc

Latin, as they (till remain, except that xk\z firft Chrlftian kings made fome altera-

tions.

October 21.]— I read Cluverius Ital. Antlq. L. i. C. xxiv, xxv, xxvi, xxvii. He
treats of the Infubres, Orobii, Cenomani, Ananes or Anamani, The difference of

names does not always infer that of nations; and this laft difterence is often grounded

on political rather than phyfical reafons; for of the nine Gallic nations eftabliflied in

Italy^ the names of four only are to be found in their native couivtry; and the Boii,

fcarcely known in Gaul, formed both in Germany and in Italy the moft numerous

and formidable of all the Gallic colonies. I reckoned the Infubres among the Gauls,

on the authority of all the ancients ; but was furprifed to fee Mr. Freret clafUng them

with the Ombri. Polybius indeed calls them Ifombri, which in Celtic fignifies the

Lov/er Ombri |. But Polybius acknowledges them for Gauls t ; and even did he main-

tain the contrary, his authority, great as it is, ought not to prevail over the united

teftimony of antiquity. Accuracy and probity fiiine in his writings. He was a fol-

dier, a ftatefman, and a philofopher : but I doubt whether he was a good grammarian,

or a |irofoiind antiquary.

f See The Origin of the Nations of Italy, in the eighteenth volume af the Hiftory of the

Academy of JJelies Lettres.

\ polyl)?, L. ii. 'ap'jdCli.ivfi Ital. Antiq. L. i. C. xvii. p. 228, 229.

voT.. n. A .1 Odobcr
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O'ftobre 22.]—Avant que dc renvoyer Nardinl que la bibiiotheque de.

Geneve me redemandoit, je I'ai repafse avec foin ce matin, tachant d'impri-

mer toutes les idees principales dans ma memoire. L'infirmicc humaine en^^

laifle toujours echapper une partie, mais je vols avec plaifir qu'il m'en rede,

tt qu'il m'en reftera beaucoup.

yd\\\i Clavier ltd. Antiq. L. i. C. xxviii, xxlx. p. 271—316. C'etoit

fort bien.. Comme j'ai pafse Ic jour dehors, je n'ui eu que la foiree, eC

I'apres fouper pour ce travail. Ces deux chapitres comprennent le refte

dt la Gaulc Ciipadane. Les Boii, les Lingonesi et les Senones habitoient les

Duches de Parme, de Modene, de P'errare, d'Urbin, le Bolognoisy et la.

Romagne. Les Gaulois s'fetendoient alors jufqu'a r^^£]//j-, qui les feparoit de

ritalie. Mais bientot les Romains exterminerent la nation des Senones

y

ajouterent fon pays a I'Umbrie, et ecablirent le Rubicon pour la frontiere de

ritalie. Convaincus que des nations Gauloifes en de^a du Po, leur feroient

toujours redoutables, ils obligerent encore les Bon% quitter leur pays. lis

refondirent en un mot toute cette province, qu'ils remplirent de places

fortes, et de colonies Romaines ; politique ne,ceflaire,,mais ruineufe ; ils

depeuplerent le pays pour le conferver ; quelques villcs fondees par les vain^

queurs, remplacoient bien mal ces cribus nombreufes de barbares repandus

dans

Oftober 22.—Before returning Nardini, which was wanted forthe public library of

Geneva, I this morning again went over it carefully, endeavouring to imprefs its prin-

cipal contents on my memory. Human infirmity always lofes a part; but I fee with'

pleafure that much remains, and will continue to remain, with me.

I read Cluverius Ital. Antiq. L. i. C. xxviii, xxix. p. 271—316. This was a good'

deal, confidering that I fpent the day abroad, and had only the evening, before and

after fupper, for ftudy. Thefe two chapters comprife the reft of Cifpadane GauL

The Boii, Lingones, and Senones, inhabited the dutchies of Parma and Modena, of

Ferrara and Urbino ; as well as the particular diftrifts of the Romagna and Bolognefe.

The Gauls therefore extended to the river ..^fis, which feparated them from Italy.

But fpeedily the Romaps expelled the Senones, and added their country to Umbria,.

elVablifliing the Rubicon for the boundary of Italy. As they were perfuadcd that the

Gallic nations on their fide of the Po could always be formidable neighbours, they

compelled the Boil to quit their country. They new-modelled, in fine, the whole pro-

vince, which they filled with Roman fortrefies; a neceffary but ruinous policy, which,

in order to preferve the dominion of countries, rendered them defolate; for a few cities,

built and peopled by the conquerors, ill compenfated for the lofs of the numerous tribes

of barbarians formerly inhabiting the plains, forefts, and mountains. This province was

CCQfle.d
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dans ]es campagnes, dans les forcts, ec dans ]es montagnes. Le chemirt

VCEmilius traverlbit la province Az Pollentia?. Arihiinum; on y rencontrok

un grand nombre de villes florilTantes. Mais defqu'on qiiittoit cettc ligne,

on ne trouvoit que des deferts. Tout etoic I'ouvrage de I'artet de I'oftenta-

tion. Dans les derniers terns de la republique, cecte province fiit le theatre

de plufieurs evcnements intereflans. i. La campagne de Modene entre

Marc Antoine et les Confuls. 2. L'entrevue des Triumvirs dans la petite

ifle du Remts, aupres de Bologne. j. Le paflage du Rubicon par Jules

Cefar. Les lieux font tres bien dcfignes par Cluvier, et chaque circonftance

fixee a fon endroit propre. Le paffage du Rubicon fourniroit maticre a un

bon commentaire politique et militaire. Cefar avoit toujours fait de Lucquesi

fon quartier d'hyver, quand il ne vouloit que voir fes amis plus commode-
ment, et fe rapprocher de Rome fans fortir de fa province. Mais a la veille

d'une guerre, ils'etablita Ravenne, Tachons de deviner fes modfs. i. II

vouloit s'emparer du Picenum, pays riche et bien peuple, et arracher ainfi t

fon rival une province qui etoit eiitierement devouee a la famille de Pompce,

ct d'ou ce general auroit pu €n effet faire fortir les legions, en frappant du

pied. 1. II vouloit tourner la capitale. S'il avoit marche droit a Rome,

Pompee fe feroit cmpare des paflages difficiles ; il auroit arretc fa marche.

croffed by the Emilian road from Pollentia to Ariminum, which on botli Hdes fhewed

many flourifhing towns. But at a little diftance from the road nothing was to be feen

but deferts: the reft was the work of artifice and oftentation. Li tlis latter times of

the republic, the tranfpadane region was the fcene of many important tranfadions.

I. The war of Modena, between Mark Antony and the Confuls. 2. The interview

•of the Triumvirs in the little ifland of Renus, near Bologna. 3. The paffage of the

Rubicon by Julius Cxfar. The events and places are well afcertained by Cluverius.

The paflage of the Rubicon might be the fuhjecl; of a good political and military

commentary. Cttfar had always fixed his winter quarters at Lucca, when he wifhed

only to communicate move eafdy with his friends at Rome, without leaving his pro-

vince. But at the approach of war, he eftabliflied his quarters at Ravenna. Let us

endeavour to explain his motives for this alteration, i . He wifhed to get poffeflion o£

Picenum, a rich and populous country, and thus deprive Pompey of the refources

which he might have found in a province extremely devoted to his family, and from

which that general might have made legions fpring up merely by ftriking the ground

-with his foot. 2. He wiflied to turn the capital with his army. Had he attempted to

march ftraight to Rome, Pompey would have made himfelf mafter of tl)e diiBcuIt

A A 2 pafle^
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et ritalie feroit devenue le theatre de la guerre. Mais en fe portant fur

Ariminuin, AJadmn-, Corfinium, et Sulme, il paroilToit coiiper la rctraite i

fes ennemis, et il leur infpira une telle epouvante par cette conduite afTuree,.

qu'ils ne fe crurent en furete qu'en fe fauvant avec precipitation a Brundu-

fiiim. 3. II vouloit s'aflurer d'Jrminim. Cette place importante etoit

eloignee du Rubicon de dix huit milles fur la voye Emilienne, et de onze

milles feulement fur le chemin de Ravenne. Cefar pouvoit pouller des corps

de troupes jufqu'a cette riviere fous vingt pretextes differens, mais des I'in-

ftant qu'il la paflbit, il levoit le mafque, et il n'ctolt plus queftion que de

s'aflurer d'yfrOTWz/OT par une marche forcee, et par un coup de main. Dans

une pareille entreprife, il n'eft pas neceflaire d'etre Cefar pour fentir de quelle

importance etoit cette difference de fept milles ou de deux heures de

raarche.

Ocftobre 23.]—J'ai lu Clwvier Ital. Antiq. L. i. C. xxx, xxxr, xxxii.

p. 216—355; qui contiennent une defcription gcographique des Alpes en

general, de leurs differentes parties,, les Alpes maritimes, Cottiennes,

Grecques, Pennines, Rhedques, Tridentines, Noriques, Carniques, Juli-

ennes, et Pannoniques, et de quelques montagnes en particulier, telles que

Fe/iilus, Matrona, Adiila, et Ocra.

palTes, and ftopped his progrefs; and Ibly w«uld Have become the theatre of war.

But by marching towards Aiiminum, Afcaliini, Corfinium, and Sulma, he made it

feem to be his defign to cut off the retreat of his enemies; and his boldnefs threw

them into fuch conftern.T:tion, that they haftened to embark at Branduzium. 3. He

wi(hed to make fure of Ariminum. This important place was diftant from the Ru-

bicon eighteen miles by the Emilian road, and only eleven by that of Ravenna. Cse-

far could fend forward bodies of troops to the river under twenty difFerent pretences,^

but the moment he pafled it, his defigns were unmalked. Ariminum, therefore, was

to be furprized by a forced march ; and it is not neceiTiry to be Cjefar, to perceive

how much that enterprife might be facilitated by dimini(hing the diflance by feven

miles, or a march of two hours.

Oftober 23 ]— I read Cluverius Ital. Antiq. L. i. C. xxx, xxxi, xxxii. p. 316-^

355; which contains a gcneraldefcription of the Alps, as well as of their particular

branches, diftinguiflied by the epithets. Maritime, Cottian, Greek, Pennine, Rhe-

tian, Tridentine, Noric, Cartilc, Julian, Pannonian; and alfo a defcription of fomc

particular mountains, as Vefulus, Matrona, Adula, and Ocra.

X J'read
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J'ai acheve k vingt fixihne tome de la Bibliotheque Raijonnee.—Harangues

de Lyftas, par le BoSfeur 'Taylor : belle et bonne edition d'un orateur aiTez

knguiflant. La harangue qu'on a inferee en ender, donne une idee fort exadle *

de reconomie domeftique d'un menage Athenien.

—

Hifioire de la Poefie Fran-

(oifey par I'Abbe Maffieu. L'ouvrage eft imparfait ; mais on y reconnoir le

gout et I'amenite de fon auteur. On parle des vers de I'empereur Adrien a

fon ame, et de ceux de la Princeire Marguerite avant fon naufrage j maii

ceux que compofa Villon, apres fon arret de mort, et d'une mort infame,

font bien plus extraordinaires.

—

Theologie de I'Eau, par M. Fahricius : bonne

compilation philofophique.

—

Dialogues de Corteft fur les Savans de I'ltalie,

apres le Retablijfement des Leitres, Cortefi avoit de i'efprit, mais il etoit •

Ciceronien outre et ridicule *.

—

Lettresjur Rouleau et Saurin. Ce font deux

lettres independantes j celle-ci eft de I'Abbe d'Oliveti celle-la d'un Laufan-

nois anonyme. La dernier veut feulement attaquer Saurin, mais I'Abbe

d'Olivet prend la defenfe de Rouffeau. Que ce proces interminable a fait

de bruit 1

—

Hifioire du Dannemarck, par Cragius j deuxieme Extrait. Mur--

fius n'avoit pas mal profite du MS. de Cragius..

Gftobre 24.]—J'ai fin le premier livre de Cluvier, C xxxiii, xxxiv.

p. 355—418. II y traite des pafTages des Alpes et des premiers qui les one

fraves;.

Tread the fixteenth volume of the B'Mlotheque Raifonnie. It contains the Oratio>:s

of L\ftas, by Doctor Taylor : a good and beautiful edition of a languid orator. The
oration, which is inferted entire, gives a very accurate idea of the ccconomy of an
Athenian family.

—

T/^e Hijfory of French Poetry, by the Abbe Majfieti. The work is

imperfed; but itfufficlently indicates the tafle and amenity of its author. He fpeaks

of the verfes of the Emperor Adrian to his foul, and of thofe made by the Princefe.

Margaret before her fhipwreck; but thofe of Villon, after his condemnation to an
infamous death, are flill moie extraordinary.

—

The Theology of Water, b]/ Mr. Fabricius:

2 good philofophical compofition.

—

Cortefi's Dialogues on the learned Men of Itah, after

the Revival of Letters. Cortefi had talents; but he is liable to all the ridicule of a.

hyperbolical Ciceronian.

—

Letters on Rouffeau and Saurin, Thefe letters are uncon-

nedled: the firft is by the Abbe d'Olivet ; the fecond by an anonymous writer of Lau-
fanne. This writer only attacks Saurin; but the Abbe undertakes to defend Roufleau.

To how many pleadings has this endlefs procefs given birth !

—

Hiflory of Denmark, by.

C'agius; fecond Extract. IMeurfius much availed himfelf of Cragius's manufcript.

OOober 24.]— I finiflied the firft book of Cluverius, C. xxxiii, xxxiv. p. 355—-
4)8. Hetre»tsof the paffages of the Alps, and of the firft who croilcJ rhemiTIerr-

cules,,
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frayC's ; d'Hercule, des Gaulois, d'Annibal, d'Afdrubal, ct de Pompee,

La difcuffion de la marche d'Annibal, et de la route que pric ce general pour

entrer en Italic, eft favante ct curieuie. Apres avoir lu et medice avec

attention ce qu'on dit de plus intereflant la defilis, voici les idees principales

que je m'en fuis forme, i. Si Ton ne cherche qu'a compiler des paflages,

on peutentafler toutes les autorites de I'antiquite etdu moycn age, et couvrir

ainfi par une richelTe apparente une pauvrete reelle. Mais fi Ton veut

eplucher toutes ces autorites par les regies d'une faine critique, on tiouvera

que de tous ces auteurs, il n'y en a que deux, que Ton puilFe qualifier d'origi-

naux, et que tous les autres n'ont fait que les copier. Ces deux auteurs cei

fontTite Live et Polybe, S'ils etoient d'accord, nous n'aurions plus qu'a

les etudier et a les fuivre. Malheureufement ce parti n'eft pas poffiblej

leurs fentimens font differens : il faut opter. Le premier fait traverfer a

Annibal les Alpes Cottiennes, c'eft proprement le Mont Geneve aupres de

Turin, pour le faire entrer par ces paflages dans le pays des Taurini, ou la

plaine du Piemont. Le dernier le mene par Je SunKUUs Penninusy ou le

Grand St. Bernard, dans le pays des Salaffi, ou le Val d"Aoufte. i. II fauc

done opter. Pour le faire d'un maniere judicietife, il faut pefer les carac-

tcres de ces deux ccrivains, ct la nature de leur temoignage. Perfonne

n'admire

cules, the Gauls, Hannibal, Hafdrubal, and Pompey. The difcuflion concerning

Hannibal's march, and the road which he followed into Italy, is learned and curious.

The foUowintr is the refult of my reading and careful reflexion on the fubjecl. i. By

heaping together paflages, and collefting all the authorities furnifhed by antiquity and

the middle a^es, it is eafy to conceal our real poverty under the oftentation of riches

;

but when thefe authorities are weighed in the balance of found criticifm, we fliall

find but two authors deferving the name of originals, who have been fervilely copied

by all their followers. Thefe two are Livy and Polybius. Did their accounts cor-

refpond, nothing would remain but to ftudy and follow them ; but unfortunately their

fentiments are fo different, that this is impofTible, and we muft make an option.

Livy carries Hannibal over the Cottian Alps, properly Mount Genevre, near Turin,

and makes him defcend by thispaffage into the country-of the Taurini, now the plain

of Piedmont, Polybius leads him by the Smninus Penniniis, or Great St. Bernurd, in

the country of the SalafR, now the valley of Aouft. 2. To decide judicioufly be-

tween thefe oppofite authorities, we muft weigh the character of the witneffes, and

confider die nature of their teftlmony. Nobody admires more than I do, die hifto-

rical merit of Livy, the majeftic flow of his narrative; in which events follow each

1 other
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p'admire plus que moi les calens hiftoriques de Tite Live ; la marche majef-

tueufe de fa narration, qui fait fucceder les evenemens les uns aux aucres

rapidement, raais fans confufion, et fans precipitation; et I'cnergie egale et

foutenue de fon ftyle, qui arrache fes ledeurs de leurs cabinets pour les placer

fur le theatre. Mais il faut ecarter ici i'orateur, pour ne voir que le temoin.

Je n'apper^ois plus qu'un liomme de lettres, nourri dans la pouffiere de I'ecole,

peu inftruit de I'art militaire, negligent fur la geographie, et qui a ve^u deux

Gens ans aprcs Annibal.. Je fens meme dans tout "ce recit que Tite Live a

voulu plutot plaire a I'imagination par une fable romanefque, que fatisfaire

a I'efprit par une hiftoire vraie et judicieufe. Le Dieu qui apparut au general

Carthaginois *, ces montagnes inacceffibles a tout autre qu'a lui, le vinaigre

avec lequel il fendit les rochers | ; tous ces faits font racontes fans critique

et fans defiance. C'eft Homere que nous lilbns, et c'eft Achille dont nous

fuivons les exploits. Dans Polybe, tout eft raifonne, tout eft fimple et

fans parure ; unejufteffe d'efprit peu commune dans fon fiecle et dans fon

pays, reunie avec une secherefie d'imagination qui y etoit encore plus rare,

lui faifoit facilement preferer le vrai qu'il connoiflbit a fonds, auxagremens

qu'il mepriloit peut etre encore plus, parcequ'il en etoit incapable. II avoit

examine lui meme tout le pays entre I'Ebre et le Po, et il I'avoit exam-

ine avec des yeux attentifs et eclaires. II pouvoit y recueillir tous les

vcftigcs'o^

other with rapidity, yet without hurry or confufion ; and the continual beauty and

energy of his ftyle, which tranfports his readers from their clofets to the fcene of

a£tion. But here we have to doj not with the orator, but with the witnefs. ConGdered

in this view, Livy appears merely as a man of letters covered with the duft of his

library, little acquainted with the art of war, carelefs Inpoint of geography, and who
lived two centuries after Hannibal's expedition. In the whole of his recital, we may
perceive rather a romantic picture, calculated to pleafe the fancy, than a faithful and

judicious hiftory, capable of fatisfying the underftanding. The god who appeared to

the Carthaginian general *, the mountains acceffible to him alone, the vinegar witTi

which he fplit the rocks f, are fables which Livy relates without criticifrrl as without-

fiifpicion. We feem to read Homer defcribing the exploits of Achilles. In Polybius,

on the other hand, we meet with nothing but unadorned fimplicity and plain reafon.

A juftnefs of thinking rare in his age and country, united with a fterility of fancy ftill

more rare, made him prefer the truth, which he thorouglily knew, to ornaments

which he was perhaps the more inclined to defpife, becaufe he felt hlmfelf incapable

of attaining them. He had examined, attentively and fkilfully, with bis own eyes,

• Tit. Lir. xxi. zz,
-f Id. ibid. 37.

^

the
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A'cftiges precieux d'une tradition que foixante ans n'avoicnt pas encore effaces

;

il poiivoit sVntretenir avec des vieillardi du pays qui s e-oicnt oppolc dans

leur jeunefTe au pafTage d'Annibal; ou qui avoieiit combattu fous fes dra-

peaux. II avoit entrepris cc voyage difficile dans le deflein mcme de s'in-

ftruire fur Ics lieux, et d'oppofer a toutes les fables qui inondoient deja Ic

public, une hiftoire vraie et finiple de cette fameufe expedition des Cardia-

•ginois*. L'ouvrage qu'il nous a laifTe, eft le fruit de ce defTein. Pour

achcver ce parallele, je n'ai plus qu'une obfervation a ajouter. 11 eft auffi

difiicile de concilier Tite Live avec lui meme qu'avec fon antagonifte. Les

contradi6lions et les obfcurites qu'il a femces dans fon recit, embarraiTent les

plus habi!es geographes f ._ Tout eft clair, tout eft lie dans le narre dc

Polybe. La vallec, qui eft partagee par le cours du Rhone, determine le

.pays dont Annibal s'approcha pom- entrer dans les Alpes ; le territoire des

.bijubres fe prefenta a ce general a fa fortie des montagnes '^. L''une et

.I'autre circonftance conviennent parfaitement au pafTage du Grand St. Ber-

nard. 3. Tite Live fous Tempire d'Augufte n'a pu parler des evenemens de

la feconde guerre Punique, que fur des autorites plus anciennes que lui. Un
pafTage de cet hiftorien nous decouvre les garans qu'il a eu pour les details

de

the country between the Po and the Ebro : where he might colled the precious remains

of tradition which the period of fixty years had not been able to efface; and where he

might converfe with fome of the old men of the country, who had in their youth

either refifted Hannibal's invafion, or followed his ftandard. His journey to thofe

parts was undertaken with the exprefs purpofe of gaining information in the country

itfelf, and of fubflituting, inftead of the fables which already overflowed the public, a

plain and authentic hiftory of this famous expedition of the Carthaginians *. The work

which has come down to us, is the fruit of this deCgn. To fiiiifla the parallel, I muft

add that Livy's narrative cannot be reconciled with itfelf any more than with that of

Polybius. His obfcurities and contradidions baffle the ablefl geographers |; whereas

the account of Polybius is clear and well connefted. The valley, being divided by the

Rhone, afcertains the country through which Hannibal made his approach to the

Alps; from which he emerged into the territory of the Infubres f. Both thefe circum-

ftances clearly indicate the palT.ige of the great St. Bernard. 3. Livy, in the Au-

guftan age, could not defcribe the events of the fecond Punic war but from ancient

authorities. A paffage in this hiftorian informs us who was his voucher for the par-

• Polyb. Hift. L. iii. Cluver Ital. Antiq. L. i. C. xx\iii. p. 363,

f Cluver. Li. C. xxxiii. p. 370—375.

J Polyb. Hift. L. lii. Cluver, L. i. p. 365^.

ticulars
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de la marche d'Annibal. C'eft Annibal lui-memc. Cette autorite ne I'em-

porte-t-e]le pas fur celle de Polybe ? ou plutot, que peu: on oppofcr au tc-

moignage d'un general qui rend compte des pays qu'il a parcourus ? Je vais

developper ce fait interelTant. Cc detail curieux en lui-meme, repandra un

grand jour fur toute cette queftion. L. Cintius Alimintus, un des plus an-

ciens annaliftes de la republique, avoit etc fait prifonnier dans la feconde

guerre Punique. Sa prifon le mit a portee d'entendre une converfation

d'Annibal, ou ce general avoua, que depuis fon paffage du Rhone, jufqu'a

fa defcente en Italic, dans la pays des Tauriai, il avoit perdu trente fix

mille hommes, et un grand nombre de chevaux *. Cette converfation, que

Cintius avoit confervee dans fon hiftoire, a. fait pencher la balance, ec a

determine Tire Live a rejetter le fyfteme vegu, qui conduifoit Annibal en

Italic par le pays de SalaJJi, et non par celui des Taurini. Voici les paroles

de I'original : Ex ipjo aiitem audijfe Hannibale, pojiquam Rhodanum tranfierit,

triginta Jex mllia hominum, ingentemque nv.merum eqiiorum, et aliQrum

jumentormn amijijfe in Taurinis, qu^e Gallis proxima gens eft, in Italiam

digrejfo. Avant que de voir fi cette converfation eft auITi decifive qu'ellc

Je paroit au premier coup d'oeil, je pourrois demandcr fi elle eft bien con-

ftatee.

ticulars of Hannibal's march. It was Hannibal himfelf. Is not this authority better

than that of Polybius ? or rather, what can be faid in oppofition to the teftiinony of a

general giving an account of the country through which he pafled ? This intereftins

circumftance deferves to be explained, and the explanation, curious in itfelf, will

throw much light on the whole queftion. L. Cintius Alimintus, one of the mod
ancient annalifts of the republic, was taken prifoner in the fecond Punic war.

His captivity gave him an opportunity of one night hearing the converfation of Han-
nibal, in which that general confefled, that from the time when he pafled tiie Rhone
to that of his entering the country of the Taurini in Italy, he had loft 36,000 men,
and a great number of horfes *. This converfation, which was preferred by Cintius in

his hiftory, was fuflicient to turn the balance, and to make Livy rcjedl the received

account, which brought Hannibal into Italy by the country of the Salaffi, and not

that of the Taurini. The following are the words of the original : Ex ipfo autem

audijfe Hannibale^ pojiqiiam Rkodanimi tranfierity tfigi/itafex millia hominum, ingentemqut

tiiimerum equoruin, etMiorum jumentorum amijtjfe in Taurinis, qua Gallis proxima gens eft

in Italiam digrejfo. Before examining whether this converfation be as decifive as

it at firft fight appears, it may be aiked whether it actually took place. Vanity is fo

* Tit, Liv. XXI. 38.
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ftatte. La van'ite eft un fi grand principe, et I'idee d'avoir pulCe fon information

de la boiiche d'lm hcros, et d'un heros ennemi, eft fi feduifantc, que cet

Annibal a pu n'etre qu'un foldat aflcz mal inftriiit du camp des Carthaginois-

Je conviens cependant de bonne foi, que la fimple poITibilite ne fuffit poirit,

pour autorifer ce foupQon, fans y pouvoir ajouter des connoifTanccs, dont

nous fommes privcs, celles du caraftere perfonel de Cintius, du jugement

que fes contemporains ont porte de fon hiftoire, et s'il la publia du vivant

d'Annibal, ou apres fa mort. Je renonce done entierement a ce foupcjon; je.

fuppofe la verite de cette converfation, et je me bornerai a quelques obfer-

rations la deflus. i. Y auroit il de la temerite a recufer I'aucorite d'Anni-

bal, et a lui preferer celle de Polybe ? Un geographe etudie un pays dans

les fignes etles noms arbitraires que leshorames lui ont impofe. Un general

I'etudie en lui-meme. II fe place fur une hauteur pour embrafier une grande

etcndue ; il monte a cheval pour en parcourir le detail ; il s'informe des gens

du pays, des circonftances qu'il ne peut pas connoitre par lui-meme. Des

qu'il a acquis cette fcience reelle des lieux, celle des noms n'eft prefqu'un

objet de curiofite. C'eft furtout dans un pays barbare, que le petit nombrc

de ces noms, qui s'eft place par hafard dans fa memoire, s'efface bientot de

fon efprit. Ses occupatiorvs fe fucccdent avec rapidite, et fes anciennes idees

s'aftoibliflent infenfiblement, pour faire place a celles qui font plus impor-

tantes,

ftrong a principle, and the notion of deriving our intelligence from the mouth of

a hero, and an enemy, is fo flattering to the mind, that this Hannibal perhaps was no

other than fome very ill-informed foldicr belonging to the Carthaginian camp. I ac-

knowledge, however, that bare pofhbility is not fufficient to juftify this fufpicion,

unlefs we could fupport it by proofs which are now wanting, namely, the perfonal

chara£ler of Cintius, the opinion formed by contemporaries of his hiftory, and the

time of its publication before or after Hannibal's death. I give up therefore this con-

jefture; and, taking the converfation for authentic, fhall make fome remarks on its

purport. I. Is it poffible without temerity to rejefl the authority of Hannibal for that

of Polvbius .'' A geographer ftudies countries in the names or arbitrary figns by which

they are known. A general ftudies the countries themfelves. He afcends an emi-

nence to learn the general outline, and mounts on horfeback to examine the detail;

converfing with the inhabitants to difcover clrcumftances which would otherwife

efcape his obfervation. Having acquired this real knowledge of the places them-

felves, he is carelefs of the names by which they are called. Thefe names are eafily

eff.iced from his memory, efpecially in barbarous countries, where their number is

fraall. His multiplied occupations rapidly fucceed to each other; and his old ideas

are
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-tantes, parcequ'cUes font plus nouvelles. Dans quel tourblllon Annibal

n'a-t-il pas vecu depuis fon pafiage des Alpes julqu'a la bacaillc de Cannes ?

car je decide hardimenc que Cintius n'a pu etre fait prifonnier avant cette

affaire memorable. Jamais auparavant le vainqueur ne s'ctoit humanifeavec

fes captifs Remains, au point de leur parler avec quelque douceur*. Ne

peut on pas foup^onner qu'au bout de deux ans, fa memoire ne I'aura pas

fidelement fervi a i'egard de ces noms barbares ? Dans la fameufe retraite

des dix mille, nous poffedons le general et recrivain dans la meme perfonne.

Sa relation n'eft pas cependant exempte de quelques erreurs, et de quelques

difficultes geographiques. Si Ton con^oit la negligence de Zenophon dans

une compofuion travaillecj celie d'Annibal dans la fimple converfation, ne

doit pas nous furprendre. i. Ces doutcs me paroiffent legitimes ; je fens

neanmoins qu'ils ont un air un peu trop recherche, et que le grand nom

d'Annibal en impoferatoujours. Eh bien ! ne doutons plus de fon exaclitudci

mais n'eft il pas permis de douter de fa fmcerite ? Selon les maximes bar-

bares de i'antiquite, un prifonnier de guerre etoit traite en criminel. II fc

voyoit charge de fers, jettc dans un cachor, livre quelque fois a la cruaute

des bourreauxj fans que la naiflknce, le rang, ou le merite rexemptaflent de

ce

are gradually obliterated to make room for others which are more important, becaufe

more connected with the aftual ftate of his afFairs. In what a perpetual ftorm did

Hannibal live after pafling the Alps till he won the battle of Canns? Cintius, I am
perfuaded, was not taken prifoner before that memorable engagement; previoufly to

which Hannibal was too much exafperated againft the Romans to talk familiarly with

his captives *. May it not therefore be fufpe£ted that at the end of two years he had

loft an accurate recolle£tion of thofe barbarous names ? In the famous retreat of the

10,000, the general has recorded his own exploits. His narrative, however, is not

exempt from errors and geographical difficulties. The negligence of Xenophon in aai

elaborate compofition, will remove our furprife at that of Hannibal in a fimple conver-

fation. 2. Thefe doubts appear to me well founded; yet I perceive that they Iiave the

aopearance of too much refinement, and that the great name of Hannibal will be

fufficient to make them vanifh. - Let us give full credit, then, to his accuracy, and

only inquire whether the fame be due to his fincerlty. According to the barbarous

maxims of antiquity, a prifoner of war was treated as a criminal. He was loaded

with irons, caft into a dungeon, delivered over fomctimes to the cruelty of an execu-

tioner, without the fmalleft regard to his rank, birth, or merit. In this pretcndetl

• Tit. Liv. xxii. 5S,

c B 2 conver-
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ce fort affreiix. Annibal deroge ici a fes maximes ordinaires; il s'entretient

avec un prifonnier Romain, non feulement avec douceur, mais avec con-

fiance. Cintius n'a pu avoir cette converfarion, fans que le Carthaginois en

fit naitre I'occafion, et dans quel defTein I'auroit il hk naitre, finon dans

celuide tromper? Peut etre que ce general, a qui la rule ctoit aufll na-

turelle que la valeur, cherchoit a cacher aux Remains la route qu'il avoit

prife, et a couvrir la marche des fecours qu'il atte.ndoit. Les Romains

n'avoient jamais fait la guerre dans les Alpes, et la ferocite de Icurs habitans

repandoit fur elles une nuit epailTe, qui permettoit a Annibal de faire croire

tout ce qu'il vouloit a I'egard des lieux qu'il avoit parcourus. 3. Mais il me

refte un moyen encore plus doux et plus naturel ; c'cft d'expliquer ce propos

d'Annibal au lieu de le contefter. II vouloit donner une idee des pertcs qu'il

avoit efluyees en paffant les montagnes,. par les combats, par le froid, et par

la fatio-ue. II commence par fon pafTage du Rhone, et il finit par fon

arrivee dans le territoire des Taurini. C'eft en effet dans leur pays, et par

la prife de leur capitale, qu'il commencja la guerre en Italie *. II falloit s'y

arreter, pour ne pas confondre deux chofes tres difrerentes, ce qu'il avoit

perdu dans les Alpes, et ce qu'il perdit en Italie. Iln'etoitpas neceflaire

qus

converfation, Hannibal lays afide ordinary maxims, and talks with a Roman prifoner

with not only mildnefs, but confidence. Cintius could not have had this interview

with Hannibal, unlefs the Carthaginian had taken the trouble to bring it about; and

with what view could that be, except to deceive him ? Perhaps this general, who

excelled as much in artifice as in valour, wifhed to -conceal from the Romans the road

by which he had entered into Italy, and to cover the march of the reinforcements

which he yetexpefted. The Romans had never fought among the Alps, the ferocity

of whofe inhabitants had involved them in fuch obfcurity, that Hannibal might make

the prifoner believe what fables he pleafed concerning the countries which he had

traverfed. 3. A way of arguing dill more natural and milder remains, which is to

explain Hannibal's converfation, inftead of calling in queftion either its reality or

fincerity. He wiftied to give an idea of the lofles which he had fuftained in pafling the

mountains, in confequence of battles, cold, and fatigue. He begins therefore from

his croffing the Rhone, and ends at his arrival in the territory of the Taurini; fince it

was really in their country, and by taking their capital, that he began his operations

in Italy *. Their territory, therefore, formed the limit between two things totally

dillinft ; his loffes in Italy and thofe in the Alps. It was not neceflary that the coun-

• Tit. Liv. xxi. 39. Polyb. Hifl. L. iii.

1 try
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que le pays des Tauriniiut le premier pays d'ltalie qu'il trouvat a. fa defcente

des Alpes, maisfeulement que ce fut le premier ou il livrac un combat. Tite

Live adopte la premiere des explications j mais la dernicre me paroit trcs

foutenable. Elle ote a I'hiftorien Latin la preuve qui lui paroit decifive.

Elle fe tourne centre lui, puifqu'elle ne fertplus qu'a decouvrir la fource de

fa nieprife. Non feulement I'autorice de Tite Live eft reuitee, mais elle eft

detruite, et celle de Polybe fubfifte feule, et fans rivale. J'avoue bicn

qu'on devine ce fameux paflage, plutot qu'on ne I'cxplique, tant la con-

ftruftion en eft embarrafiee, deieclueufe, et meme vicieufe. Les critiques

ont voulu le corriger. N'eft il pas plus natiirel de dire que Tite Live avoit

copie Cintius, et que celui-ci avoit conferve avec plaifir lespropres paroles

du general Carthaginois, dont la langue etoit celle d'un Itranger. 4. Dans

la recherche de la verite hiftorique, nous devons confiderer I'autorite et la

vraiferablance, le cara£tere de I'ecrivain lui-meme, et celui des faits qu'il

rapporte. Si le premier eft entierement a I'avantage de Polybe, le dernier

nous offre quelques circonftances qui s'expliqnent difiicilement dans fon

hypothefe, et qui paroiffent meme oppofces a la vraifemblance. i. Des

qu'on jette les yeux fur le carte, on eft etonne et revoke du detour qu'Anni-

bal a du faire pour traverfcr le St. Bernard, et Ton penfe avec Tite Live

qu'un general auffi habile, n'auroit jamais preferc une route longue, difficile,

et

try of theTaurini fliould be the firft place of Italy into which he defeended from the

Alps ; it fufficed that it was the firft where he fought a battle. The former explication

is adopted by Livy, but the latter appears to me very capable of being defended. It

deprives the Latin hiftorian of what appears to him a decifive proof. It even turns

this alleged proof ag-.iinft himfelf, by laying open the fource of his niiftake. The
argument on which Livy builds, is not only refuted, but dellroyed; and the authority

of Polybius fubfifts alone and unrivalled. I confefs indeed that the fenle of this fa-

mous paflage is rather gueffed at, than explained; fo perplexed, defective, and faulty

is its conftrudlion. Critics have endeavoured to corredl it ; but it fhould feem more

natural to fay that Livy copied Cintius, and that the latter had preferved the very words

of the Carthaginian general, who fpoke Latin like a foreigner. 4. In our fearch after

hiftoric truth, we muft pay a regard to authority and probability ; to the charafter of

the author, and to the nature of the fadfs which he records. Aldiough the firft is

entirely on the fide of Polybius, yet the fecond offers fome circumftances which it is

difficult to explain on his hypothtfis, and uhich appear even contrary to probability.

J. When we caft our eyes on the map, we muft be furprized that a general of Han-

nibal's abilities fliould have followed fo circuitous a road as that of St, Bernard, which

was
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CC lierifTee de peuples barbares, qui etoient plus Germains que Gaulois. On a

beau dire que Ic Carthaginois vouloit cvitcr la mer, et rarmee de Scipion,

La raifon eft fondee ; mais pour fentir julqu'ou elle peut s'etendre, et fi elie

peut s'appliquer ici, il faut connoitre la fuuation et les vues d'Annibal. Ce
geneial, apres avoir pafle le Rhone, eflliya un petit echec dans un combat
de fes Numides avec la cavalerie de Scipion. Les Remains ne cherchoient

qu'a engager une affaire generale ; mais Annibal, convaincu qu'on ne pou-
voit les vaincre qu'en Italic, vouloit eviter une bataille. II decampa fans

bfuit, gagna trois jours de marche fur I'ennemi, et arriva le quatrieme, fans

etre pourfuivi, a la junftion du Rhone et de I'lfare *. Les Romains ne

pouvoient plus I'atteindre : trois jours de marche ne fe regagnent pas fur

un general adtif, vigilant, etqui, par la fuperiorite de fa cavalerie legere, eft

en etat de couvrir toutes fes manoeuvres, et d'eclairer celle des ennemis,

Annibal ne craignoit plus d'etre pourfuivi ; et il a du apprendrc bientot qu'il

ne le feroit point, que I'armee de Scipion continuqit fa route en Efpao-ne, et

que ce Conful retournoit en Italic pour fe mettre a la tete de celle qui etoit

fur les bords du Po. Libre de cette inquietude, il s'arrcta dans le pays des

Allobroges,

was long, difficult, and furrounded by barbarians, who were rather Germans than

Gauls. It is of no weight to fay, that he whhed to keep clear of the fea, and of the

army of Scipio. The obfervation is jufb ; but to fee whether it applies to the prefent

queftion, we muft make ourfelves acquainted with Hannibal's fituation and views.

After he had pafled the Rhone, his Numidians met with a little check from Scipio's

cavalry. The Romans wifhed to come to a general engagement, which Hannibal

defired to avoid, being convinced that they were only to be fubdued in Italy itfelf. He
therefore filently raifed his camp, gamed a march of three days on the enemy, and on

the fourth day arrived, without being purfued, at the conflux of the Rhone and the

Ifere *. The Romans could not overtake him. The lofs of three days is not to be reco-

vered in contending with a general, a£live and vigilant; and who, by the fuperiority of

his light-armed cavalry, was able to conceal his own movements, and to make himfelf

acquainted with thofe of the enemy. Hannibal was not therefore afraid of being

purfued; he foon learned that fuch fear would have been groundlefs; that Scipio's army

continued its march into Spain ; and that the conful himfelf returned into Italy, to

take the command of the army on the banks of the Po. Hannibal being delivered

from all uneafmefs on this fubjeft, made a halt in the country of the Allobroges,

.decided a conteft between the heirs of the crown, and prepared his troops for the

* Strabon, Geog. L. iv. p. 141. Berger Hiftoire des grands Chemitis, L. iii. C. 31.

P-47'- ^ .

a iatigues
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Allobroo'es, decida une conttoverfe entre les heritiers du royaume, et fortifia

Its troupes poiir les fatigues qu'elles alloient elTuyer. Le feul motif qui

pouvoit encore le determiner fur le choix de fa route, etoit I'envie de prendre

la plus courte et la plus commode. Or celle du grand St. Bernard n'etoic

certainement pas la plus courte. 2. Elle n'etoit pas non plus la plus com-

mode. Du terns A'AuguJie, lorlque la politique Romaine avoit applani les

Alpes, ce prince conftruifit deux voyes militaires, qui partoient d'AuguJta

Fr&'toria, et qui fe reunilfoient a Lyon. Une des ces routes, qui traverfoit les

Alpes Pennines, ecoit encore fi difficile, qu'on ne pouvoit point y pafler en

voiture *. Qu'on juge maintenant ce qu'elles devoient etre du terns d'An-

nibal, et qu'on croye que ce general qui trainoit apres lui beaucoup de che-

vaux et d'elephans, ait voulu, ou meme qu'il ait pu, fe frayer une route.

3. Annibal employa quinze jours afon paflage, fur lefquels il en faut deduire

quatre ; deux pendant lefquels il repofa fur le fommet, et deux autres qu'il

employa a fc faire un chemin dans la neige. La traverfee des Alpes eft de

laoo ftades felon Polybe (150 milles Romaiiis J). Ce calcul s'accordc

avec I'ecat des lieux, mais s'accorde-t-il aufli avec la vraifemblance ? Une

• Le paflage du Mont Pennin ctoit cependant le plus court. Dans cet endroJt les mon.--

tagnes etoient fort reflerrees.

armee

fatigues which they were going to undertake. In choofing his route into Italy, he couM
be determined by no other confideration but that of preferring the fhorteft and the moft

convenient. But the paflage by St. Bernard is certainly not the fliorteft. 2. Neither

is it themoft convenient. In the reign of AuguRus, when Roman policy had levelled

the Alps, that prince made two military ways, v/hich, diverging from Au^ufta Preto-

ria, again united at Lyons. One of thofe roads, which crofl'ed the Pennine Alps
was ilill fo difficult that it could not be paffed by carriages f . When we confider how
much more difficult it muft have-been in the time of Hannibal, it is not credible that

that general flioukl have been either willing, or able, to crofs it with his trreat num-
bers of horfes and elephants. 3. Hannibal confumed fifteen days in paffing the Alps
from which four days muft be dedufted, two of which were fpent on the top of the

mountains, and two employed in clearing the road from the fuow. The breadth of
the Alps, according to Polybius, is 1200 iladia (150 Roman miles ;[). This calcula-

tion agrees with the geography of the country^ but is the march confident with pio-

t The paflage by the Pennine Alps was, however, the fliorteft ; here the mountains are
much narrowed.

J Polyb. L. iii. Cluveri. C. 33. p. 382,

bability ?
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armee nombreufe, peut elle faire quatorze milles par jour dans les Alpes,

toujours occupee a lutter centre la difficuke des lieux, et fouvent a repoufTer

les attaques des montagnards ? Je defere beaucoup a Tautorite de Polybe,

mais j'en doute. Voila quelques difficulces qui fe prefentent dans le fyfteme

de Polybe, et qui ne paroiflent point a meprifer. 5. Rentres, a force de

recherches, dans notre premiere incertitude, quel parti faut il prendre ? Le

recit de Polybe a toute I'evidence extcrieure qu'on puiffe demander j celui de

fon rival paroit s'accorder mieux avec d'autres circonftances connues. Une

feule reflexion peut nous determiner. 11 efl: plus vraifemblable que nous

nous trompons, qu'il ne I'eft que ces circonftances ayenC echappe a Polybe,

Elles font d'ailleurs fortes, mais elles ne font pas decifives. La premiere et

la pliis importante depend de plufieurs fuppofitions : que les textes de Po-

lybe et de Tite Live font corrompus ; qu'au lieu du Scarss, qui eft inconnu,

et de VArar, qui n'eft pas a fa place, il faut lire Ifara dans I'un et dans

I'autre. Je conviens que cette correftion eft des plus vraifemblables ; mais

des vraifemblances qui decoulent d'autres vraifemblances, s'afFoibliflent en

s'eloignant de leur fource. Si je fuppofe de mon cote, i. que les Allo-

broges occupoient alors une partie du territoire des Ambarri; 1. que le mot

tridiio dans Tite Live eft corrompu ; ou, 3. qu'Annibalpafla le Rhone plus

haut

bability ? Is it pofiible for a numerous army to proceed fourteen miles a-day, acrofa

mountains where the foldiers were obliged continually to flruggle againfl; the difficul-

ties of the road, and often to repel the attacks of the mountaineers ? I have great

refpeft for Polybius' authority, but cannot help doubting the fadl. Thefe are feme

of the difficulties which occur in his narrative, and which are not to be defpifcd.

5. Our refearches having brought us back to our firfl uncertainty, how are we to form

an opinion ? Polybius' narrative has all the external evidence that can be defired ; but

that of his rival feems more confiftent with other circumftances that are well afcer-

tained. One reflexion may fuffice to regulate our decifion. It is more probable that

lue (hould be deceived, than that the above circumftances fliould have efcaped the no-

tice of Polybius. Thefe circumftances are indeed important; but they are not deci-

five. The firft and moft confiderable depends on many fuppofitions; that the text

both of Livy and Polybius is corrupt; that inftead of the unknown word Scaroj, and

of Arar, which is mifplaced, we ftiould read on both occafions Ifara. I acknowledge

that this correGion is extremely probable, but probabilities which refult from other

probabilities, continually grow weaker as they recede from their fource. If I fuppofe

on my fide; i. that the Allobroges then occupied a part of the territory of the Am-,
barrij 2. that the word triduo in Livy is corrupt ; 3. that Hannibal paficd the Rhone

higher
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haut qu'on ne penfe, la premiere objedlion s'evanouitd'elfe meme. Annibal

place a la jondlion du Rhone et de la Saone, prenoit la route la plus courtc

en pafTant le Grand St. Bernard. Concluons done, mais avec un refle dc

fcepticifme, que fi le recit de riilftorien Latin eft plus vrailemblable, cclui

de I'ecrivain Grec paroit plus vrai *. Une fcule chofe m'arrete. Dans la

carte de I'expedition d'Annibal, par M. d*Anville, ce geographe exacl, dont

les pofitions font toujours raifonnees, trace fa marche a travers les Alpes

Cottiennes. L'autorite de ce favant, autorlte encore phis grande, parcequ'il

a cache les raifons qu'il aeues, m'en impofe et m'arrete.

Oftobre 25.]—J'ai lu Cltivkr ltd, Antiq. L, iL C. i. p. 418—43J.
L'auteur y traite du nom et de I'origine des Etrujques. II rejette, avec

Denys d'Halicarnafle, leur origine pretendue Lydienne, et comme cet hifto-

rien, il ks croit indigenes. Mais Cluvieretoit bon Chreden
; quelle idee

pouvoit il attacher a ce mot ? II y en a cependant une, mais je doute que

Cluvier I'ait appercue. C'eft celle d'une nation qui fe forme par la reunion

d'un grand nombre de families, qui s'etoient etablies dans ce pays en diffe-

• Je n'ai prefque ricn tire de Cluvier, que fa concliifion generale tournee tres differemraent.

J'ai peu cite. La veritable citation, celle qui peut tenir lieu de toutes les autres, c'eft le vingt-

unicme livre de Tite Live, le troifieme llvre de Polybe, e: le trente troifieme chapicre du premier

, Kvre de Clavier.

Tens
-^ • 1 ^—

higher.than 13 fuppofed, the firft objeflioa totally difappears. Hannibal, at the con-

fluence of the Rhone and Soane, followed thefliorteft rout into It.^]y, when he crofled

the Great St. Bernard. Let us conclude then, though with fome remainder of fcep-

ticifni, that though Livy's narrative has more of probability, yet that of Polybius has

more of truth
-f-.

There is one perplexing confideration behind. In Mr. D'Am-ille's

inap of Hannibal's expedition, that accurate geographer, vhofe pofitions are always

chofen on reflexion, makes the Carthaginians pafs by the Cottian Alps. I am {lopped

and filenced by the authority of this learned man, which in this cafe is the greater,

.becaufe he conceals the reafons on which his opinion is founded.

Oftoberaj.]—I read Cluverius Ital.J/iiiq. L. ii. C.i.p. 41S—433. The author tretts

of the name and origin of the Tufcans. iJerejefls, with Dionyfius of Hailicarnaflus,

their pretended Lydian defcent, and believes with that hifiorian that they were indigenes.

•But as Cluverius was a good Chriflian, what idea could he afSx to that word .' TJicre •

-^s, however, one, jvhich I doubt whether- he was fenfible of : it is that of a nation

f-
I have copied nothing from Ckverius, except his general conclufion, very differently

modified. I have cited but few authorities. The only important cit.ition?, which foperlede

all others, are the twenty. firfl. book of Livy, the third book cf Polybius, and the thirty-third

chapter of the firfi book of Cluverius.

vot. u. c c formed



194 EXTRAITS DU JOURNAL.

rens tems, et independamment les unes des autres. La nation, le corps

politique, eft indigene, quoique les individus ne le foient pas.

J'ai acheve la Bibliotheque Raijonnee, le tome vingtJeptienie. J'y trouve^

Jubile de I'lmprimerie, par M. Seiz. On y foutientles pretenfions de Har-

lem, ct Ton tache de faire voir que Laurent Coftar, bourgois de cette ville,

decouvrit vers Tan 1440 ce bel art, que I'infidelite de Faufte, fon domeflique,

tranfporta bientot a Mayence. Cette hiftoire me paroit claire, liee, et de-

gagee de difficultes -, mais fi Ton avoit invente I'imprimerie a Harlem, il

paroit fingulier que tous les pays de I'Europe I'ayent tenue, ou du nioins

qu'ils I'ayent cru tenir, de Mayence. Tant de filles fe feroient elles reunies

pour meconnoitre leur mere. Je n'ignore point le voyage de Corfelis en

Angleterre; mais apres la refutatio n du Dofteur Middleton, il n'ell plus

permis de citer cette fable.

—

Recueil de quelques Opujcidesjur la Prononciation

dc la Langue Grecque, par M. Havercamp. Dans cette fameufe difpute,

Erafme, avec fa prudence ordinaire, fe fervoit lui meme de la prononciation

aucienne, quoiqu'il parut approuver la nouvelle. Quand on voit les orages

que cette difpute ridicule a fufcite dans le commencement du feizieme fiecle,

(et furtout a Cambridge,) on ne fauroit blamer fa referve.

—

Lettres d'Aretin.

C'eft k commencement d'un grand recueil qu'on public en Italie, des Lettres

des

formed by the re-union of different families, fettled in the country at different timer^

and independently of each other. The nation and body politic is indigenous, but

not the individuals.

I finiflied the BlbHotheque Raifoimee, volume the twenty-feventh. It contains the Ju-

iilee of Printing, ly Mr. Seiz.. He fupports the pretenfions of Harlem, and endeavours

to prove that Laurence Coftar, a citizen of that place, difcovered in 1440 that beautiful

art, vrhich the difhonefty of his fervant Fauftus carried with him to Mentz. The

narrative appears clear, well connecled, and free from difBculties ; yet if printing

was invented at Harlem, it appears extraordinary that all the countries of Europe

ihould have received it, or believe they received it, from Mentz. Could fo many

daughters agree in niiftaking their mother? I am not ignorant of Corfelis's voyage to

England; but after Dr. Middleton's refutation, it is no longer allowable to cite that

fable.

—

A Colleffion of fame fmall Works on the Pronunciation of Greek, by Air. Haver-

camp. In this famous difpute, Erafmus, with his ordinary prudence, ufed the ancient

pronunciation, though he feemed to approve the new. When we confider the ftorm^

excited by this ridiculous queftion in the beginning of the fixteenth century, particularly

at Cambridge, his caution will not appear blamable

—

Arretitis Letters. The begin-

ning of a great coile£l:ion of letters between the learned men of the fifteenth century,

which
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des Savans du quinzieme fiecle. II peut fervlr a rhiftoire littcraire.

—

Ilifiob-e

de Dannemarck, far Cragius. Elle mc paroit aflez bien faite. On y voit

les commencemens de la reformation de ce pays, et la mauv.ufe fot d'Henri

\"III. roi d'Angletcrre.

—

Le Czar Pierre I. en France. C'eft un Roman
philolbphique, le fruit d'une imagination vive et feconde, mais faiis gout et.

lans regie. De pareils ouvrages tblouifTtnt un irftantj mais iis nc fe fou-

tiennent jamais.

Oclobre 26.]

—

yaWn Cluvier Ital. Amij. L. it. C /. />. 434—455. On

eft ctonne de voir les arts, le luxe, et les richeffes des Etrufques. J'ai de la

peine a croire avec Ciuvier, que la Gaule Cifalpine etoit I'ancienne patrie de

cette nadon. II me paroit au contraire par tous les anciens, qu'elle habitoit,

depuis les terns les plus recules, I'Etrurie proprement dire ; et que dans la

ftiice elle envoja deux grandes colonies, chacune compofee, comme la me-

tropole, de douze cites; dont I'une chafla les Ombri de toutle pays entre les

Alpesct I'Apennin, et I'autre s'etablit dans la Campanie. Dans ce temsla,

on pouvoit dire, prefque fans hyperbole, que les Etrufques etoient makres de

ritalie entiere. Les Gaulois, qui fubjuguerent la premiere de ces deux co-

loniesj vers I'an 800 avant I'ere Chretienne, la trouverent riche, puiflante,

et amollie par les deiices. Sa metropole I'etoit encore davantage. Elle

penchoit

^xrlilch is publiftiing in Italy. It may be ufeful in literary hiftory.

—

The Hijory of

Denmark, by Cragius. It appears to me well executed. We fee in it the beginning

of the reformation in that country, and the dilhonefty of Henry VIII. of England.

—

The Czar Peter I. in France : a philofophical romance, the work of a lively and fruitful

imagination, but deftitutc of tafte or method. Such works dazzle for a moment, and

are forgotien.

Odlober 26.]—I read Cluverlus Ital. Aiitiq. L. it, C. i. p. 434—45;. The arts,

the luxury, and the riches of the Tufcans, are matter of aflonifliment. I can fcarccly

believ€ with Cluverius, that Cifalpine Gaul was the original feat of that nation. It

appears to me on the contrary from ancient v/riters, that the Tufcans, from the re-

naoteft times, inhabited Etruria, properly fo called, and fent forth two great colonies,

each oi which was like the mother- country, divided into twelve communities : one of

which colonies expelled the Ombri from the whole of that tra£I which lies between the

Alps and the Apennines; while the other formed fettlements in Campania. It might

have been faid in that age, almoft without exaggeration, that the Tufcans were matters

of Italy. Thefirll of diofe colonies was fubdued by the Gauls, eight centuries before

the Chriflian cera, when it was already rich and powerful, but foftened by luxury.

Tile mother-country exhibited the fame charader in (till ftronger colours. It verged

c c 2 towards
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penchoit dejavers fa mine. Combien de fiecles pe leiir a-t-ilpas faHu pour

cette progreffion lente, mais fure, qui conduit line nation de la barbaric a.

rinduftrie, aux arts, au luxe, et a la mollelTe? N'en doutons point, lea

Etrulques etoient un dcs plus anciens peuples que nous connoifllons.

Oftobre 27.]—J'ai lu Cluvier ltd. ylnti.j. L. ii. C. ii. Hi. f. 4.^^— 518.

L'auteur y parcourt les cotes de I'Etrurie avec beaucoup d'exaftitude, depuis

Luna jufqu'a 1 'embouchure du Tybre, et les ides qui font vis-a-vis. Tou-

jours des fables Grecques ! Pour la plus part des ecrlvains Grecs avant Po-

lybe, on pourroit partager les licux, comme Varron a fait les tenis, en hifto-

riques, niytliologiques, et inconnus. La Grece, la Scicile, I'Afrique,.

I'Egypte, et I'Afie Mineure, occuperoient fcules la premiere clafle. Dans

la feconde, je placerais I'ltalie, avec tous les pays entre la Grece et le Da-

nube, entre I'Euphrate et la raer Cafpienne. Tout ce qui eft au dcla de ces

limites, feroit relegue dans le pays inconnu. Homere devroit fatisfaire un

genie qui aime la fable. Cependant fes fables ne font que la partie la plus

petite, et la plus vraifemblable de la mythologie Grecque.

28.]—J'ai lu Cluvier ltd. Jntiq. L. ii. C. Hi. p. 518

—

^27- L'auteur^

y park de 'Tarquimi et de Feii, les deux cites d'Etrurie les plus proches de

Rome, ^arqidnii etoit fameux par la fcicnce augurale, qui y avoit prit

naiffance. On peut fe difpenfer de chercher dans d'autres pays Torigine de

cet

towards its ruin. How many ages muft have been required for tins flow, but fure

progrefllon, by which nations proceed from barbarifm to induftry, arts, luxury, and

effeminacy ? We cannot doubt the faft; the Tufcans are certainly one of the moft-

ancient nations with which we are acquainted.

Oftober 27.]—1 read Gluverius, L. ii. C. ii, iii. p- 455—518. He defcrlbes with

much accuracy the coaft of Tufcany, with the oppofite iflands, from Luna to the mouth

of the Tiber. We meet every where with Greek fables. With refpecl to the greateft

part of Greek writers before Polybius, fpace may be divided, as Varro divided

time, into the hiftorical, fabulous, and unknown. The hiflorical ground was con-.

fined to Greece, Sicily, Africa, Egypt, and Lower Afia. In the fabulous, I would

place Italy, with the countries- between Greece and the Danube, and thofe between

the Cafpian fea and the Euphrates. The countries beyond thofe limits were altogether

unknown. Homer might have fatisned- the lovers of the marvellous; yet his fables

form but the fmalleft and moft probable part of the Greek mythology.

23.]—I read Cluverius Ital. Antiq. L. iii. C. iil. p. 518—537. The author treats

cf Tarquinii and Veii, the two cities of Tufcany that were neareft to Rome. Tar-

quinii was celebrated for the fcience of augury, to wliich it had given birth. The
origin
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cet art impofteur. II naquit chez les Etrufques. Je conclus par h fable

ridicule de ce Tages, qu'il ctoic homme du pais; pour concevoir un fyfteme

auffi extraordinaire, et pour le faire adopter de fes compatriotes, il devoit

etre homme de genie. Tagci fortit d'un fillon : il n'etoit pas etranger.

Le poilTon Cannes des Chaldeens s'eleva du fein de la men Ce langage

fymbolique s'explique aveclameme facilite.

II eft difficile de fixer la fituation de I'ancien Feii. Les anciens avoient

de la peine a^ la determiner. Deja detruite du tems de Lucain, on dccouvroit

a peine les ruines de cette ville celebre, dont la grandeur egaloit celle de

Rome. On ne peut connokre fon emplacement que par foneloignement de

la capicale ; eioignement fur lequel les auteurs ne font point d'accord. On
peut les require a deux fentimens. i. Tite Live, parlant du fiege de Feii,

dit qu'il fe faifoit i/itra Vicejimum lafidem*. Eutrope nous apprend que

Veii etoit a dix huit milles de Rome. 1. Les Itineraires le placent a douze

milles de Rome f : et Denys d'Halicarnafle a cent ftades, ou a douze milles

etdemij. J 'apper^ois aufll deux rnoyensde conciliation, i. Fakrii, audi

bien que Feii, etoit fur une hauteur.. Detruit par les Romains, on le rebatit

enfuite dans les environs, mais dans la phiine. Si la meme chofe arriva a

Feii,

origin of this deceitful art need not be fought elfevvhere : it began in Tufcany. The
ridiculous fable concerning Tages, teaches us that he was a native of the country: his

fuccefb in contrivinjr fuch an extraordinary fyftem, and in making it be adopted by his

countrymen, proves him to have been a mnn of genius. Tages fprung from a furrow •

he was not a foreigner. The Chaldean fiHi Oannes fprung from the fea ; this fymbolic

language explains itfelf.

The ancients themfelves found it difficult to afcertain the fituation of Veii. In the

time of Lucan, this famous city had already been deftroyed; and the ruins of a place

which had been as large as Rome could fcarcely be difcovered. its fitc could only be
known by its diftance from the capital; but with refpefl;, to th.s diftance, authors

are not agreed. Their opinions may be reduced to the two following, i. Livy,

fpeaking of the fiege of Veii, fays, that it was carried on within C\c twentieth mile-

ftone *. Eutropius tells us that V^ii was eighteen miles diftant from Rome. 2. The
Roman itineraries make the diftance twelve milesf ; and DionyCusof Halicamaflus an
hundred (ladia, or twelve miles anda half f. There are two ways of reconciling tnofe

opinions. I. Faleria, as well as Veii, was fituate on an eminence. The former was .

deftroyed by the Romans, and a town of the fame name rebuilt on the plain. If a

» Tit. Liv. L. iv. f V. Tabul. Pentinger. J Dionyf. Hailicarn. L. ii.

fimiJar
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Veil, Denys d'Halicarnaflfe ne fe fera trompc, que par une meprlfe legerc

qui liii aura fait croire que Feii avoir toujours eu fa fituation aftuelle. J'aime

aflez eette explication. L'intervalle de dix huit miiles convient beaucoup

micux que ceiui de douze, pour y placer toutes les guerres que les deux

republiques rivalcs fe livrerent. 2. On peut tout concilier en ne ficrifiant

qu'Eutrope, ecrivain meprifable, s'il en fut Jamais. Les Romains avoient

entoure Veil par de bonnes lignes et des recranchemens. Peu conrt'ns de

s'etre fortifies du cote de la ville, ils avoient eleve beaucoup de forts, pour

arreterles fecoursqui pouvoient venirauxaffieges, des autres citciiEnufques*.

Veil etoit done a douze miiles et demi de Rome, le diametre d'une ville, qui

cgaloit celle d'Athenes et de Rome, devoit etre de deux miiles et demi. Si

les forts les plus avanccs, du cote de I'Etrurie, etoient a quatre miiles au dela

de la ville, nous avons dix neuf miiles qui fuffifent a la rigueur, pour juftifier

Texpreffion d'Appius Claudius.

Oftobre 29.]

—

J'ailu Cluvier Itcil. Jndq. L. ii. C.iii. p. ^27—55°- J'y

vois une bonne defcription de Falerio, la capitale des Falifci ; ville qui con-

ferva, jufqu'au fiecle d'Augufte, des veftiges tres marques de fon origine

Grecque.

fimilar change took place with refpe£t to Veii, Dionyfius of Halicarnaffus would only

be guilty of the fmall miftake of fuppofiiig Veii to have always had the fame fite. I

am well pleafed with this explanation. The interval of eighteen miles anfwers better

than that of twelve, confidering'the many wars carried on within thofe narrow limits,

between the two rival republics. 2. All differences may be reconciled by giving up the

authority of Eutropius, one of the mod contemptible authors that ever wrote. The

Romans had furrounded Veii with walls and entrenchments. Not fatisfied with for-

tifying themfelves on the fide of the city, they had alfo raifed bulwarks to intercept

the fuccours that might be fent to the befieged, from the other cities of Tufcany *.

Veii was therefore twelve miles and a half from Rome, fince the diameter of a city as

extenfive as Athens mufl have been two miles and a half. If the mod advanced forts

en the fide of Etruria were four miles beyond the city, we have the diftance of nine-

teen miles, which fufficiently juftifies the exprefhonof Appius Claudius.

October 29.]—I read Cluverius, L. ii. C. iii. p. 537—550. That cliapter con-

tains a good defcription of Faleria, the capital of the Falifci; a city which preferved

to the age of Auguftus clear marks of its Grecian origin.

• Tit. Liv, L. V.

I v;ent
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J'ai monte a la bibliotheque. Dans le grand recueil des Hiftonens

d'ltalie, par Graevius, torn. viii. partie iii, j'ai trouve un ouvrage du favant

Mazocchij. qui pretend que Civita Cajlellayia, a trente milles de Rome, ctoit

I'ancien Veil; et fa refutation par mon ami Nardini. II falloit que Mazocchi

fut bien aveugle par un faux amour de fa patrie. II n'a pas jufqu'a I'ombre

d'une preuve.

J'ai acheve le premier tome de la Bibliotheque Raijonnee. J'y trouve

Schedius, de Diis Germanis : une compilation immenfe, fans gout, fans cri-

tique, et fans difccn.ment.

—

Henry Ditton, Demonftration de la Religion

Chretienne. Qii'on a abufe de ces deux mots !

—

Lettre d'un Ex-JeJuitey/ur

les Paradoxes du P. Hardoiiin. On y fait parler ce favant. Son zele pour la

tradition, et fa haine des Janfeniftes et des philofophes, I'avoient jette dans

tous fes egaremens. Comme il trouvoic dans les peres, et furtout dans St.

Auguftin, beaucoup de chofes favorables aux ennemis, il aimoit mieux re-

noncer aux faits qu'au dogme ; il concluoit hardiment que des ouvrages aufll

impies etoient fuppofes. La chute du livre de St. Augullin, de Libera Arbitrio,

faifoit tomber tous les autres peres qui I'avoient cite. Ceux-ci entrainoient

avec eux les auteurs profanes : et I'edifice entier s'ecrouloit. C'eft ce que

ce Jefuice appelloit defiler le chapelet de Vanticiiiite. II auroit pu tirer beau-

coup

I went to the public library. In the great collecftion of Italian Hiflorians, by

Grxvius, vol. viii. p. iii. I found a performance of the learned Mazzocchi, pretend-

ing to prove that Civita Caftellana, thirty miles from Rome, was the ancient Veii;

and a refutation of that work by my friend Nardini. Mazzocchi muft have beea-

ftrangely blinded by his prepofleffion in favour of his native city. He has not the

fliadow of a proof.

1 finHhed the firft volume of the Bibliotheque Raifo/wee. It contains Schedius, de Diis

Germanis : an immenfe compilation, without tafte, critlcifm, or difcernment.

—

Henry

Ditton^s Demonjlration of the Chrijlian Religion. How grofsly have thofe two words

been abufed !

—

Letters of an Ex-Jefuit, on the Paradoxes of Father Hardouin. 'J hii

learned man is here allowed to fpeak for himfelf. His zeal for tradition, and his

hatred towards the Janfenifts and the philofophers, involved him in all his abfurdities.

Finding in the fathers, and p.articularly in St. Auguftin, many things favourable to

the caufe of his enemies, he was willing to oppofe fa£lsto opinions, and boldly de-

clared Auguftine's impious works to be fpurious. The fall of Auguftine's work, de

Lilero Arbitrio, brought down with it the other fathers by whom it v/as quoted. The
ruin of the fathers involved that of prophane writers : the whole edifice fell in pieces.

This was what he called unftringing the beads from the rofary of antiquity. He mi^ht

2 have
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coup d'ldees de M. de Barbeyrac, qui a fait un excellent traitejur la Morale

des Peres. Que ces dofteurs de Teglife entendoient mal la premiere de

toutes les fciences ! lis interdifoient les plaifirs les plus innocens, et les

occupations les plus legitimes. Tout cela fentoit le mondain, ou pouvoit

avoir quelque rapport avec I'idolatrie. lis auroient voulu detruire le genre

humain pour le fanftifier. D'un autre cote, pofant pour principe que tout

adlion rapportce dans I'ancien teftament, fans y etre condanince, eft ap-

prouvee par ce filence, ils juftifioient, il^ louoient I'adultere, le menfonge,

I'incelle, et la cruaute.

Odlobre 30.]—J'ai lu Cluvier ltd. Antiq. L. it. C. Hi, iv, v, vi. p. 550
.^624. L'auteur parcourt les autres cites Etrufques, fituees dans I'intt'neur

des terres, Foljinii, Clufium, Aretium, Perufta, et Cortona. Les paflages qu'il

a raflemble au fujet du lac de Trafymene, reprefentent au nature! ce terrein

fameux, borde d'un cote par le lac meme, et environne de I'autre par des

montagnes tres hautes, et qui ne s'ouvroient que par deux defiles fort etroits.

Ce fut la qu'Annibal fut attirer habilement I'armee de Flaminius, pour la

prendre d'un coup de filet. Cluvier pafle enfuite dans TOwir/V; il parlc

de I'originede ces peuples (qui paroit Cekique, quoiqu'il en dife). II decrit

le territoire, qui etoit coupe en un fens par I'Apennin, et dans I'autre par la

Voye

liave ilrawn many good thoughts from M. Barbeyrac, who wrote an excellent tieatife

on the morality of the fathers. How ill did thofc doGors of the church underftand

the moH valuable of all fciences. They prohibited the mod innocent pleafures, and

the moft lawful occupations, as favouring of the world, and nearly connefted with

idolatry. They would have deflroyed human kind in order to fan£tify it. Cut on the

other hand, regarding it as a principle that every afiion related in the old teftament,

and not therein condemned, was by tliis filence approved, they juflified and praifed

adultery, falfehood, inceft, and cruelty.

October 30.]—I read Cluverius Ital. Antlq. L. ii. C. iii, iv, v, vi. p. 550— 624.

The author deftribes the other cities of Tufcany, fituate inland; Volfinii, Clufium,

Aretium, Perugia, and Cortona. The paflages which he has colleiled, refpeding

the lake Thrafymenus, afford a very natural pifture of this famous fpot, which was

bounded on one fide by the lake Itfelf, and on the other by a range of high moun-

tains, v/hich opened only by two narrow defiles. Thither Hannibal had the addrtfs to

decoy the army of Flaminius, that it might be taken, as it were, in a net. Cluverius

afterwards pafles into Umbria, and treats of the origin of its inhabitants, who, nat-

withftanding his opinion to the contrary, appear to have been Celts. He defcribes

.their territory, which was divided in one diredion by tlie Apennines, and in another

I by
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Voye Flaminlenne. Cette portion qui fe trouvoit entre la mer, I'Etrurie, et

I'Apennin, I'occupe dans les chapitres V. et VI.

06lobre 31.]—Je fuis reftc tout le jour a la maifon. Clavier a profite de

ma retraite ; j'en ai la Jtal. Antiq. L.ii. C. vii, viii, ix, x. p. 624—722.

Pres de cent pages tous les jours m'avanceroient bien ; mais un pareil effort

ne revient pas Ibuvent. Dans ces quatre chapitres mon auteur finit I'Ombrie,

en decrivant la portion de ce pays entre I'Appenin et le pays des Sabins.

Celui-ci devient enfuite I'objet de fes recherciies. II traite finalement du

Tybre, et des rivieres qui s'y jettent. Ce chapitre, avec celui du P6, com-

prend preique toutes les eaux de I'ltalie. Le fieuve lui meme fe nommoit

Tiberis, et par une licence poetique Tybris. Le dieu du fleuve s'appelloit

Tiberinus. Prefque tous les bons auteurs ont oblerve cette diftindion, qui

nous eft indiquee par Servlus.

Novembre i.]—J'ai lu Cluvier, L.ii. C. xi, xii, xiii, xiv, .\v. p.-jll—-

762. L'auteur y decrit le Picenum, un des pays les plus fertiles et les mieux

peuples de I'ltalie. II pafle dela a plufieurs nations peu nombreufes, mais

diftinguces par leur valeur. Les Marucini, les Marfi, les Vejlini, et les

Peligni. Corfiniiim etoit une des villes principales de cette derniere tribu.

Elk s'eft vue une fois a la veille de faire une grande fortune. Si la guerre

focialc

by the Flaniinian Way. That portion of it which lies between the fea, Etruria, and the

Apennines, is the fubjedl of his fifth and fixth chapters.

0£lober 31.]— I remained all day at home, by which Cluveiius was a gainer. I

read Ital. Antiq. L.ii. C. vi, vii, viii, ix, x. p. 624—722. Nearly an hundred pages

daily would greatly quicken my progrefs; but fuch efforts are feldom made. In thofe

four chapters, the author concludes his account of Umbria by defcribing that portion of it

which extends between the Apennines and the territory of the Sabines. That territory

itfelf forms the next objeft of his refearch. He treats finally of the Tiber, and of the

rivers which fall into it. This chapter, with that on tlie P6, inchides ainioft all the

rivers in Italy. The river Tiberis was, by a poetical licence, fpelt Tybris. The god

of the river was called Tiberinus. All good writers have attended to this diftinftion,

which is pointed out by Servius.

November i.]—I read Cluverius, L. ii. C. xi, xii, xiii, xiv, xv. p. 722— "52.

The author defcribes Picenum, one of the mod fertile and bed peopled diflricts

in Italy. He then proceeds to feveral communities, inconfiderable in point of their

numbers, but highly diftinguifhed by their valour ; the Marrucini, Marfi, Veftini,

and Peligni. Corfinium was one of the principal cities belonging to the lull. Tliis

place was once in hopes of being liighly diftinguiflied. Had the focial war been prof-

voi.. II. D D perous>
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fociale avoit reuffi, Rome faifoit place a Corfinium^ qui devenoic fous le nom

iXItdiccZy la capitale de la nouvelle confederation. Je vais hazarder quelques

idecs fur cette guerre finguliere, dont I'Abbe de Vertot a un peu defigure les

circonftances eflentielles. Ses ouvrages, qui fe font lire comme de^ ro-

mans, ne leur reiTemblent que trop. i. L'Abbe de Vertot fait paroitreles

Latins fur la Scene affezmal-a-propos. " C'etoient ces Latins, ccs peuples

»' du Latum, ceux qui jouiffoient du droit Latin, a qui Drufus avoit fait

«' efperer la bourgeoifie de Rome, et qui fe fouleverenr, lorfque fon afllifTinat

" leur avoit ote ce protecteur *." Cependant il eft conftant que les peuples

du Latitim ne furent point meles dans cette guerre. II ne fe montrerent

meme qu'une feulc fois ; c'etoit pour envoyer des troupes auxiliaires a

I'armee de la republique f- Us ne fongerent point a rappeller un ancien

proces, que le fort des armes avoit decide contre eux plus de deux fiecles et

demi auparavant. Avant que d'y fuccomber, ils firent trembler la republique

plus d'une fois. C'eft a cette epoque qu'il rapporter tout ce que dit I'Abbe

de Vertot, apres Tite Live, de cette reflemblance de langue, de nioeurs, et

de difcipline militaire, qui lui donnoit I'air d'une guerre civile J. Du terns

de la guerre fociale, Rome s'etoit elevee trop haut, pour etre encore un objet

de

perous, Rome muft have yielded to Corfinium; which, under the name of Italica,

was to have been the head of the new confederacy. I (hall venture to make fome

reflexions on thh extraordinary war, the principal circuttiftances of which have been

fomewhat mifreprefented by the Abbe Vertot: an author whofe works are read with

the fame pleafure as romances, to which in other refpefts they bear too much refem-

blance. i. The Abbe Vertot introduces the Latines very unfeafonably. " The
" Latines, thofe inhabitants of Latium who enjoyed the Latin law, and to whom Dru-

<« fus gave hopes of acquiring the citizenfliip of Rome, rofe in arms, when affaffination

« had robbed them of their prote£\:or *." Yet it is certain that the people of Latium

had no (hare in this rebellion. They are mentioned but once in the war; and, on

that occafion, as fending auxiliaries to the army of the republic f. They did not think

of renewing an ancient quarrel, which the fortune of war had, more than two hundred

and fifty years before, decided againfl; them. Previoufly to their fubjugation, they had

more than once made Rome to tremble. All that Vertot copies from Livy refpefting that

fimilarity of language, manners, and military difcipline, which gave to the foclaj, the

appearance of a civil war, muft be referred to the former sera |. In t)ie time of the

ibcial war, Rome was too great to be an objeft of jealoufy to the little cities of La-

* Vertot Revolut. Romaines, torn. iii. p. 26—30.

f T. Liv. Epitom. L. Ixxii. I T. Liv. viii. 6.

bum.
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de jaloufie aux petites cites du Latium, qui devenoient tous les jours des

villages et des maifons de campagnc des environs dc la capitale. La com-
munication perpetuelle, et les alliances noaibreufes, avoient cimente ks liens

de leur origine commune. Plufieursde ces cites avoient acquis la bourgeoifie.

Dans d'autres de ces villes, le droit Latin la donnoit tous les ans a deux

families. Elles jouifibient toutes de plufieurs avantages qui devoient leer

infpirer de I'attachment pour la republique, et de la haine pour les allies plus

recens. 2. L'auteur des revolutions Romaines exagere la confederation

Italique au point de repandre fur fon recit un romanefque, qui n'eft pas

moins reel, pour avoir echappc a la plus part des lefteurs. Non content d'y

avoir fait entrer les Latins, il la faic figner a tous les peuples de I'ltalie, qui

cnvoyerent une ambaflade commune au fenat pour demander la boufgeoifie.

On ne peut que s'etonner qu'une feule ville ait pu fe defendre contre la re-

union de tant d'allies, qu'elle avoit fubjugues fi difficilement les uns aprcs les

autres. Heureufement ce fait extraordinaire ne s'accorde pas mieux avec la

verite qu'avec la vraifemblance. L'abbreviateur de Tite Live nous a con-

fcrve les noms de tous les peuples qui formerent cette alliance. Elle fuc

compofee des Samnites, des Lucaniy des Picentes, des Marji, des Peligni,

des Veftini, et des Marriidni *. Sur un pareil faitj il n'y a point d'autorite

qui

tlum, which were conthiuaUy converted into villages and pleafure-houfes in the vici-

nity of the capital. Perpetual communication, and numerous alliances, had cemented

tlie bands of their common origin. Many places had acquired the rights of citizen-

fhip; in others, the Latin law gave that right to two families annually. AU the cities

of Latium enjoyed many advantages, which mud have naturally infpired them with

afFe£licn for Rome, and hatred towards her more recent allies. 2. The author of the

Hiftory of the Revolutions of Rome, fo much exaggerates the ftrength of the Italian

confederacy, that an air of romance is thereby thrown on his whole narrative, though
it may not be perceptible to the greater part of his readers. According to his account,

not only theLatines, but all the nations of Italy, fvgned this alliance, and fent a com-
mon embafly to Rome, demanding tlie rights of the city. It is a matter of altonifli-

ment that one city fliould liave been able to make a defence againft the united force of

fo many allies, whom it had found fo much difficulty in fubduing fucceflively. Happily
this wonderful circumilance contains as little truth as prob.-ibility. The abridger of

Livy has preferved the names of all tlie communities which compofed this confederacy.

Tliey were, the Samm'tes, Luca^ii, PiceiUes, Marfi, Peligni, Veftini, and Marrucini *.

• Tit. Live, Epltom. L. Ixxii.

D D 2 "With
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qui egale eelle de Tite Live ; et dans une enumeration de cette efpece, ou

abre^er n'eft que copier, je dois croire que fon abbreviateur a fidellemenc

rendu fon fentiment. Les Samnites ctoient done les chefs de cette ligue,

dans laquelle ils avoient fait entrer fix autres peuples leurs voifins, leurs allies,

ou leurs colonies. Plufieurs autres nations y entrerent dans la fuite, mais cc

ne fut que lorfque les Remains, revenus de leur premiere confternation,

avoient eu le terns de rappeller leurs armees, de fortifier leurs pafl*ages, et de

remporter mcme quelques avantages fur les allies. Tite Live convient de

ces nouvelles defeftions *
; mais c'eft dans Appien f et Strabon :{:, qu'il en

fluit chercher le detail. J'y trouve les trois nations des Frentani, des Hirpi-

fii, et des Peucetli, avec quelques cites de I'Apulie et de I'Ombrie. Parmt

celles la, Appien nomme Canufium et Venufia -, mais il ne parle des cites des

Umbriio^'tn general. Jc vois avec furp rife qu'a ces allies, cet hiftorien

ajoute les Pompeiani^. Ce nom ne peut s'appliquer qu'aux habitans de

Pompeii, ville maritime de la Campanie, aux environs de Naples ||. Mais

cette ville exiftoit elk dii terns de la guerre fociale ? Elle n'etoit pas plus

ancienne que la famille dont elle a regu le nom, et cette famille etoit ignoree

avant

With regard to this fa£t, Livy's authority is better than any other ; and in fuch an

enumeration, an abridger having nothing to do but to copy, it is to be fuppofed that

he does it correftly. The Samnites then were at the head of this league, into which

they had prevailed on fix other communities to enter, who were their neighbours,

allies, or colonies. They were afterwards joined by feveral other cities, but not until

the Romans, recovering from their confternation, had recalled their armies from

abroad, fortified the pafles into their territory, and even gained feveral vi£Vories over

the allies. Livy informs us in general of thofe fubfequent revolts *, but the particulars

are to be found in Appian f and Strabo %. They number among the rebels, tlie Fren-

tani, Hirpini, Peucetii, with fome cities of Apulia and Umbria. Of the former,

Appian names Canufium and Venufia -, fpeaking only in general of the Umirii. I was

furprifed to find this hiftorian alfo name the Pompeiani §. Thefe could otiJy be the

inhabitants of Pompeii, a maritime city of Campania, near to Naples ||. Did Pompeii

exift in the time of tlie focial war ? It cannot be of an earlier date than the family

from which it derived its name; and this family was unknown until the time of the

great Pompey's father, that Cneius Pompeius Strabo, who was conful in the 665th

• Tit. Liv. Epitom. L. Ixxiii. f Appian deBell. Civil. L.i. p. 374. 376. 379.

X Strab. Geograph. L. v. p. 166, 167. § Appian de Bell. Civil. L, i. p. 374.

II
Cluv. Ital. Antiq. L. iv. C. iii. p. U54:

2 year
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avant le pere du grand Pompee, ce Cn. Pompeius Strabon, qui nc parvint

au confulat que I'an de Rome 665, la feconde annee de la guerre fociale.

Mais a fuppofer I'antiquice de Pompeii, pent on croire qu'ime feule petite

vilkj au milieu de tant de cites bien affeftionees a la rcpublique, ait ofe fe

declarer centre elle ? Je fais qu'on a porte le theatre de la guerre dans la

Campaniej et je veux bien croire qu'un corps d'allies s'ctant empare de

Pompeii, y aura foutenu un fiege *
; mais cette explication excufe I'erreur

d'Appien plutot qu'elle ne lajuftifie. J'ai mieux aimc chercherles peuples

ligues contre Rome, dans les details que Tite Live, et les autres hiftoriens,

nous ont laiflcs, de cette guerre, que dans la defcription generale qu'Appien

nous en donne, quand il dit que tous les peuples entre le Liris, ou le Li-

turnus, et la mer lonienne, fe Ibuleverent contre les Romains J. Un des

membres de cette defcription eft faux, et I'autre eft peu exadl. La mer

lonienne, prife dans plufieurs fens difterens, fignifie tout ce qu'on veut§.

Le Litis et le Liturnits, tres difFerensen eux-memes, n'avoient de commun

que le nom de Clanls, ou Clanius, qu'ils portoient tous les deux. Tels

• J'ai vu depuis que I'etymologie de Pompeii eft incertaine, et que le fiege que j'avois devine

a eu lieu. V, Veil. Patercul. L. ii, C, i6.

ctoient

year of Rome, and the fecond year of the fecial war. But fuppodng the antiquity of

Pompeii, can it be imagined that a fingle city, and that a fmall one, (lioukl have ven-

tured to revolt againft the republic, though fituate in the niidft of fo many more import-

ant places, which faithfully maintained their allegiance? I know that the fcene of the

war was changed to Campania, and am willing to believe that a party of the allies,

having taken pofleffion of Pompeii, there ftood a fiege -(-: but this explication tends ra-

ther to extenuate, than to jullify Appian's miftake. I am inclined to feek the names of

the ttates which entered into confederacy againft Rome, in the narrative which Livy

and other hiftorians give of the war, rather than to content myfelf with Appian's

general defcription, when he fays that the confederacy comprehended all the nations

between the Liris, or Liturnus, and the Ionian fea $. Of this defcription, one of the

claufes is falfe, and the other inaccurate. The Ionian fea Is taken in fo many different

meanings, that it denotes any thing you will §. The Liris and Liturnus were quite

different rivers, and had only one circumftance in common, that both were fometimes
called Clanis, or Clanius. Such then were the allies. They furely were formidable ;

f I have fince difcovered that the etymology of Pompeii is uncertain, and that I was right
in my conjcfture of its having been befieged, V. Fell, Patercul. L, ii. C.

X AppiandeBell. Civil. L. i. p. 374.
S) Vide Cluv. Ital. Antiq. L. iii. C. x. p. 1075 ; etL. ir. C. xvii. p. 13 vj.

but
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etoient les allies. lis etoient redoutables; mais il reftok encore beaucoup dc

nations Italiennes que ramour, ou la crainte, atcachoic aux drapeaux de la

republique : le Latium entier, la Campafue, le Brutium, la Calabre, le pays

des Sahins, toute lEtrurie, une partie ds I'Ombrie, et de I'Jpulie, et toutes

les colonies de la grande Grece. Les cites Etrufques alloient fe declarer

pour les allies ; mais le fenat fait parer ce danger, en accordant de lui memc

la bourgeoifie Romaine a cette province importante *. Un grand nombre

de colonies repandues dans toutes les provinces de I'ltalie, et dont I'interet,

auiTi bien que la reconnoiflance, aflliroit la fidelite, preientoient aux armees

Romaines des magazins et des places fortes. Dans les cites qui s'etoient de-

clarees centre la republique, les confeils n'etoient certainement pas unanimes.

Rome confervoit, ou fe faifoit, des creatures dans chacune de ces commu-

nautes, dont I'oppofition declaree, ou les intrigues fourdes, embaraffoient les

mefures du parti dominant f. Chacun fe rangeoit fous les etendarts du fe-

nat, ou de la ligue, qui devenoient les mots de ralliement pour toute: les

factions de I'ltalie, femblables au nom de Guelfset de Gibelins, qui diviferent

et defolerent les memes pays treize fiecles plus tard. L'Abbe de Vertot, en

f Veil. Patercul. L. ii. C. 16. Le Minatius Magius dont il y eft parle, etoit de la vllle

meme qui commenga la guerre, par le meurtre d'un preteur et d'un legat.

expofant

but fear or affedlon ftill collefted many Italian nations around the ftandard of the

republic ; the whole of Latium, Campania, Brutium, Calabria, the Sabines, all

Etrurla, a part of Umbria and Apulia, and the whole of the colonies of INIagna

Graecia. The cities of Tufcany prepared for joining the allies; but the fenate warded

off this danger, by granting, of its own accord, the rights of the city to that import-

ant province *. A great number of colonies fpread over all the dillrids of Italy,

whofe fidelity being fecured by intereft as well as gratitude, fupplied the Romans with

magazines, and with the proteflion of their fortreffes. In thofe republics whiclx

declared againfl Rome, the citizens were not unanimous. The Ronians had their

creatures in each of thofe communities, whofe avowed oppofition, or fecret intrigues,

difturbed the meafures of the prevailing party J. Each ind'vidual fided with the fenate

or the league, which became the watch-words cf facSlion, like the names GueJphs

and Ghibelines, which divided and defolated the fame country thirteen centuries after-

wards. The Abbe Vertot, when he explained the difEculties with which the Romans
had to contend, {hould alfo have mentioned the reiburces by which they were enabled

• Appian de Bell. Civil. L. i. p. 374.

J Veil. Paterculus, L. ii. C. 16. The Minatius Magius there fpoketi of, belorged to the very

city which began the war, by the murder of a pretor and a legate.

1 to



EXTRAITS DU JOURNAL. 207

expofant les obftacles que les Romains avoient a combattre, n'aurolt pas

du oublier leurs reflburces. 3. La nation des Marfes, redoutable par fa

valeur, etoit inferieure en force aux Samnites et aux Piccntes. Elle eut

cependant I'honneur de donner fon nom a cette guerre, qu'on appelloit audi

fouvent la Guerre Marftque que la Guerre Sociale. Mais les Marfes furent

la feule nation en de^a de TApennin, qui osat fe declarer contre les Romains.

Leur pays devint le premier theatre de la guerre, et lorfque le fenat donna

aux confuls le commandement des armees, ce fut en leur accordant les AJarft

pour leur province. Ce n'eft pas la premiere fois que la partie la moins

confiderable d'un ligue de peuples, a fait donner fon nom au corps entier,

parcequ'elle s'eft prefentee la premiere aux yeux des etrangers. Nous de-

fignons tous les anciens Scythes park nom generique de Tartares, parceque

la petite tribu des Tartares, formoit toujours I'avant garde des armees Mot^oles

dans les conquetes etendues de Gengifcan et de fes fucceffeurs *. 4. Les

allies, quoique vaincus dans cette guerre, obtinrent a la fin cette bouro-eoifie

qu'ils avoient recherchee avec tant d'ardeur. Mais ils ne devinrent citoyens

de Rome, que pour participer avec elle, dans des malheurs dont ils etoient une

des caufes principales, pour la perdre, et pour fe perdre avec elle. Des

• Voyez Reflexions fur les Anciens Peuples, par M. Freret, dans le dix huitieme tome de
I'Hiftoire de I'Acadamie des Belles Lettres.

generaux

to furmount them. 3. The nation of the Marfi, though formidable by Its valour,

was inferior in ftrength to the Samnites and the Picentes. Yet it had the honour of

giving its name to the war, which is as well known by the appellation of the Marfic,

as the Social. The Marfi were the only people on the Roman fide of the Apennines,

who ventured to declare againft the republic. Their country became the firft thea-

tre of the war, and when the fenate affigned armies to the confuls, it was by granting

them the Rlarfi for their province. This is not the firft example of the leaft confider-

able portion of a league giving its name to the whole. We know the ancient Scythians

by the general denomination of Tartars, becaufe the fmall tribe fo called always

formed the van of the Mogul armies during the extenfive conquefts of Zingis Khan
and his fucceflbrs f. 4. The allies, though finally defeated in the war, obtained the

rights of Roman citizens, which they had fo eagerly defired. But they obtained this

honour only to participate with Rome in all the calamities of which their own revolt

had been the principal caufe; and to ruin that republic and themfelves. Generals

f See Reflexions on Ancient Nations, by Mr. Freret, in the eighteenth volume of the
Memoirs of the Academy of Belles Lettres.

commaiiding



j.g EXTRAITS DU JOURNAL.

gcncraux armcs au milieu de I'ltalie, I'ltalie elk nieme devenue une feiilc

%'ille, dont les citoyens ne I'etoient que par une efpece de iidion, tout lui

*annoncoitet lui prcparoit des fcrs. Que les allies ont du regretter ce bon-

lieur obfcur et tranquille, dont ils jouiflbient, fans en connoitre le prix ! I.es

cent vingt ans ecoules entre la feconde guerre Punique et la guerre focialc,

ont vu fleurir les peuples d'ltalie fous le plus doux de tous les gouvernemens.

lis avoient perdu ce malheureux droit de la guerre et de la paix, qui ne leur

etoit plus neceffiure. Tranquilles fous la protection des Romains, ils

n'avoient rien a craindrc des etrangers j s'il furvenoit quelque difpute parmi

cux, la decifion d'un fcnar, qui les*voyoit tous du meme ceil, les diipenfoit dc

la trifle neceffitc de recourir aux armes. Pour tant de bienfaits^ I'ltalie

enticre ajoutoit aux legions, un corps d'infuntcrie egal a celui qu'on tiroit de

la feule ville de Rome, et le double de cavalerie *. Tribut leger, et qui

d'ailleurs en aguerrilTant la jeunefTe des allies, les rendoit refpedlables aux

Romains eux memes. Tous les autres droits qui peuvent fervir au bonheur

des peuples, lajuftice, la police, I'economie politique, ils les polfedoient en

• T. Live, L. xxli. C. 36. 11 paroic par beaucoup de pafl'ages de cet auteur, que c'etoit

h proportion la plus ordinaire. Vellius Paterculus doit exaggerer un peu, quanJ il parle du

double des troupes. L. ii. C. 15.

toutc

commanding armies in the heart of Italy, and Italy converted into one city, vvhofc

inhabitants were citizens only by a kind of fi£tion, were circumltances which too

plainly prepared the way for flavery. How much muft; the allies liave regretted that

tranquillity and happy obfcurity, which they had long enjoyed without knowing its

value ! During the period of an hundred and twenty years that elapfed from the fe-

cond Punic, to the Social war, the nations of Italy flourifhed under the miideft of all

governments. They had lofl that unhappy right of making war on each other, which

was no longer neceflary for their defence. Secure under the proteftion of the Ro-

rnans, they had nothing to fear from invaders. Their domeftic difputes were fettled

by the fenate, who beheld them all with the fame paternal eye, and whofe interpofition

liberated them from the miferable neceflity of having recourfe to arms. In return for

thefe benefits, the whole of Italy fupplied a body of infantry equal to that drawn

from the fingle city of Rome, and double the number of cavalry
-f;

a light contribu-

tion in itfelf, and which, by giving a military turn to their youth, tended to render

them refpedtable to the Romans. Their authority was fovereign, as to all other

f T. Livius, L. xxli. C. 36. It appears from feveral paffages of this author, that this was

the ordinary proportion. Vellius Paterculus exaggerates a little, when he fpeaks of double

the number of troops. L. ii. C. 15.

matters
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toiite foiiverainetc. lis ne voyoient point de ces gouverneurs, dont I'info-

lence egaloit I'avaiice, toutes leurs affaires evoquees a la capitale, ct un mur

d'airain qui feparac a jamais le citoyen et le fujct. On refufoit la bourgeoifie

Romaine aux cites ; mais defqu'un particulier faifoit paroitre une ambition

JLiftifice par les talens, la republique connoiiroit trop bien les interets pour ne

pas la lui accorder *. J'ecris dans le Pays de Vaud. Ses habitans doivent

etre contents de leur ecat. Qu'on le compare cependant a celui de ces

peuples d'ltalie. Je fens qu'ils etoient exclus de quelques avantages dans la

vie privee, dans les marriages, les teflamens, &c. que I'orgueil feul des

fitoyens les empecha de leur communiquer. Je vois mcme qu'ils avoient a

fe plaindre de quelques aftes de violence, furtout dans les derniers tems ; ec

je fais que de pareils traits frappent plus vivement, que tous les avantages

generaux qu'on doit aux loix dont on s'appercoit a peine. 5. Les Italiens

oublierent la prudence dans cetteprife d'armes; oublierent ilsauffi la juftice ?

Pouvoient ils juftifier leur refus d'obferver les anciens traites, et le fouleve-

ment qu'occafiona ce refus ? Je ne vais point approfondir une queftion aufli

etendue qu'elle eft difficile. J'elTayerai cependant de pofer quelques prin-

cipes. 1. Les traites qu'un corps de nation, fait avec un corps ctranger

doivent

jnatters which contribute to the happinefs of nations, namely, the affairs of jullicc,

police, and political oeconomy. They had not to endure the tyranny of governors, as

infolent as rapacious; their law-fuits were not carried by appeal to the capital; and a

wall of brafs did not form an unfurmountable barrier between the citizen and the fub-

jefl:. They were debarred indeed collectively from the rights of Roman citizens; but

whenever an individual proved that his ambition was juftified by his merit, Rome was

too attentive to her interefts not to acknowledge him for her own *. I write in the Pais

de Vaud. Its inhabitants ought to be contented with their condition; yet it will not

gain by a comparifon with that of the people of Italy. I know that fome advantages

were withhoUlen from that people by the pride of the Romans, as to the concerns of

private life, marriajes, teftamcnts, &c. I perceive alfo that they had reafon to com-
plain of fome ads of violence, efpeclally in latter times; and I am fcnfible that fuch

things are more ftriking to the fancy, than all the general advantages derived from the

operation of good laws, v/hich pafs almofl unobferved. 5. In undertaking this war,

the allies were guilty of imprudence; were they alfo unjuft ? Could they juftify their

refufal to obferve their former treaties, and the infuiredion which their refufal pro-

duced? 1 do notmea\i completely todifcufsa qucftion as extenflveasit is difficult. I

* Tacit, Annal, xi. 24.

VOL. n. E E will
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doivent lier leurs heritiers, et leiirs fuccefleurs, puifqu'il faut toujours fuppofcr

qu'ils n'ont pris des engagcmens oncreux, qu'a proportion des avantages

qu'on leiir a aflbcies ; et que ceux qui ont recueilli Ics benefices des uns,

doivent fupporter le fardeau des autres. II n'en eil pas de meme dans ces

contrats qu'un peupk eft cenfe faire avec fes chefs. Ceux-ci meritent a

peine ce nom. lis font deftitues d\ine condition eflentielle a tout traite

:

t'indepeiuiance mutuelle des parties, et le pouvoir de ftipuler Ics avantages

refpedVifs. C'eft phitot une refolution commune, qui ne tire fa force que de

la volonte du corps qui I'a faite. 2. La validite d'un traite eft fondee fur la

volonte des contraftans. Cette volonte a du ctre libre. On convient fans

peine que toute violence qui agit fur le corps, ue peut jiroduire que des

aftes mils et fans valeur. Mais cette violence ne gene pas la volonte, elle

I'aneantit. II- y a une violence plus douce, que nous eprouvons tous les

»jours, qui n'agit fur la volonte, qu'en lui prefentant le choix preique neceflaire

du bonheur ou du raalheur. Jamais particulier, jamais nation, n'a pris des

cngagemens que parce motif univerfel. Ou le droit naturel doit reconnoitre

qu'il peut fubfiftcr avec la liberte, ou la fidelite a fes promefTes, n'elt plus

qu'iJne vertu vaine et ideale. Si la crainte d'un autre cnte, ne detruit pas les

engagemens

will endeavour, however, to eftablifli the following principles, i. The treaties en*-

tered into by the general alTemblies of two nations ought to bind their heirs and fuc--

ceiTors; becaufeit is not prefamable that either party has agreed to fubmit to any in-

convenience without obtaining fome advantage in return; and he who reaps the bene-

fit of one part of a contra<fb, ought to bear the burden contained in the other. The

fame principle does not apply to treaties entered into between nations and their lead-

ers. Thcfe treaties hardly deferve the name, being deflitute of a condition elTential

to the validity of every contraCl:; namely, the mutual independence of the parties,

and their power to provide for their refpeftive advantages. They deferve tlie name

rather of general refolutions than of treaties, and derive their force merely from the

will of thoic by whom they were embraced. 2. The validity of a treaty is founded,

on the will of the contra£ling parties. That will ought to be free. It will be granted

that every kind of violence, aiFecling the body, renders a contrafl null; for fuch vio-

lence does not merely conftrain, but annihilates the will. Btit there is a milder vio-

lence which wc daily experience, that afts on the will by prefenting it with the almofl;

neceffary alternative of happinefs or mifery. It rarely happens that individuals or

nations undertake engagements, unlefs when they are impelled by this univerfal mo-

tive. The law of nature mull either allow that this violence is confident with ir»

bsrtv, or fidelity to our engagements will be reduced to an empty name. On the

other
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cngagemens qu'elle fait prendre, I'honnete homme fera la viclimc de U
vertu, et les fcelcrats auront bicntot acquis un droit legitime fur cous les biens

de la terre. Au moyen d'une diftin<5tion fimple ec facile, on peut cviter tous

CCS ecueiis. On n'cft oblige de tcnir fa promefle, qu'a I'egard de ceux qui

auroient eu le droit de nous faire eprouver ces maux dont iis nous mena-

?oient. Ces maux changent alors de nature. Le malque nous evitons dc-

vient un bien reel qu'il nous accordcnt, un avantage qui fere de bafe aux

traites, et de contrepoid aux engagemens que nous prenons. 3. Puifque la

fociete n'eft que la reunion de tous les droits, et de toutes les volontes par-

ticulieres, il s'enfuit que la focicce en corps, jouit de toutes les prcroc^ativei

que les individus pofledoient dans I'ctat de nature. Le droit de confervation

eft le premier de tous. II renferme neceffairement celui de fe defendre centre

toute violence etrangere, d'employer la force pour repouller la force, et de

rejetter fur ragreifeur injufte tous les maux, et jufqu'a la m.ort meme, dont

11 nous menacoir. Dans les focietes politiques les memes droits ne peuvem

que fubfiiler; le magirtrat eft arme de la force publique pour faire la guerre,

lion point aux individus, mais aux membre-s de la fociete ennemie, dont iis

ne font que les inftruments. C'eft la fociete qu'il atraque. Si fa caufe eft

jufte, fi la haine et la violence de foh antagonifte, ne lui lailTe de furece que

dans fa mort, il agit en homme naturel j il lui ote la vie -, c'eft a dire la vie

civile.

ctlier hand, if fear does not nullify a promife, honefiy mufl: be its own vl£\ini, and

robbers will r.cquire a right to all the goods of the earth. Thefe diiliculties may be

removed by the following eafy and fimple diftinction, Promifes are binding only

with refpeft to thofe who were entitled to inflitl the evils with which they threatened

ns, Thefe evils not being inflidled, change their nature, and become real goods

bellowed on us, which ferve as a fufficient balls to treatiesj being a proper compenfii-

tion for the burdens to which we engage to fubmit. 3. Society reuniting in the body

politic the rights and wills of individuals, the community at large enjoy all the rights

which were enjoyed by individuals in a Ihite of nature. The rigiit of felf-preferv;\tion

holds the firft place. It neceflarily includes the right of felf-defence, of repelling

force by force, and ef fubjtdfing the unjull aggicffor to all tJie evils wlrli which he

threatens us, even to dt^ath itfclf. This right therefore ftiil fubfiits in communities

;

the magiftrate is entrufled with the national force to make war, not againll individuals,

but againll the members of a foreign community, of which individuals are merely the

inftruments. He attacks the community only. If his caufe is juft, and the hatred

and violence of his antagonift renders /:is death neceflary to his own fafety, he then

fxercifes the rights of nature, and takes away his life; that i'', his civil life, by f«b»

E E 2 duinfj
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Givile, la conftitution politique ; il le fubjugue. Voila le droit de conquete,

Sile vainqucur k fert de ce droit dur et rigoureux, et que k peuple foumis

le reconnoiire pour Ton maitre, je crois qu'il eft oblige de tenir fes engage-

mens, par kfquels il s'eft acquis la paix publiqw. Mais de ce point, le lien

peut etrek plus foible de la foi des hommes, je vois deux genres de traites,

qui s'eloignent infenfiblement de leur fource, et qui le fortifient en s'en

tloignant. Dans le premier, a mefure que la conquete eft moins compktte,

Tobligation diminue ; mais I'egalite augmente, jiifqu'a ce qu'on reinonte a,

cet ctat d'independance,, oii les deux focietes ont agi, avec la liberce la plus

enticre, dans kurs conventions reeiproques. De I'autre cote, fi le vainqueur,

maitre de detruire la focicte ennemie, la laiffe fubfifter, la convention ac-

quiert de la force, a proportion*des avantages qu'il pouvoit leur oter, et qu'il

leur a conlerves. Ce que j'ai deja dit-des peuples de I'ltalie, peut faire

comprendre quelle validite ces fages vainqueurs, ces Romains, avoient fu'

donner a leur traites. 4. Mais leur avoient ils donne (me dira-t-on) la

premiere de routes les conditions ? Le droit de conquete n'eft fonde que fur

-la juftice, qualice aflez etrangere a ces brigands de I'univers. J'evite les

difcuffions,, il me faut ici des principes, et non pas des faits. Dans notre

etat d'erreur, de vice, et de foibkflc, ©n eft fouvent oblige de renoncer a la-

ve rit'!

duing and deftroying the conftitution of his country. On this principle the right of

conciuelt Is founded. If the conqueror exercife his right in all its rigour, and the.

conquered acknowledge him for their mafter, I think they are bound to maintain invio-

late an engagement by which they have acquired the benefit of public tranquillity.

But from this point, which is perhaps the feebkfl bond of human probity, two kinda

of treaties gradually diverge, and gradually gain ftrength as they remove from their

fource. The firft is that, where, in proportion as the conquefl is lefs complete, the

neceflity of contra<fling the obligation is indeed diminiilied, but the equality between-

the parties is increafed to that perfeft independence, which leaves them at the full

liberty of their own wills in their refpedive engagements. If the conqueror, on the

other hand, having it in his power to deftroy his enemies, has thought proper ro fave

them, the contrafl: acquires a degree of force proportional to the advantages which he

might have taken away, but which he has been pleafed to leave. The obfervations

formerly made concerning the happy ftate of the people of Italy, fufhciently fliow how

much validity the wiftlom of the Roman conquerors had given to their treaties with^

the vanquiftied. 4. But, it will be aflced, had thefe treaties the mofl; eflential of all

conditions ? The right of conquefl; ought to be founded on juftice; a virtue to which

thofe robbers of the earth were ftrangers. I wifh not to enter into hililorical difcuf-

fions, becaufe I am in queft, not of facts, but of principles. In our prefent ftate of

error.
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rerite rcelle, pour s'artacber a une verite de convention, qui eft feule a notre

poFtee. C'eft ainfi que parmi les individus, ou parmi les focietes indepen-

dantes, la raifon nous permet I'examen for les fondemens de leur autorite, et la

defend fur I'exercice qu'ils en font. II en eft du droit de faire la guerre,

comme de celui de profiter de fcs conquetes ; I'un ct I'autre n'appartiennent

qu'au parti de lajuftice. Miiis comme notre raifon n'a fouvent pas aftez de

himicres pour le diftinguer, et qu'clle ne peut jamais avoir I'autorite necef-

faire pour faire accepter fa fentence, elle eft obligee de fuppofer cetrc jultice

jl I'un et a I'autre, et de leur accorder tons les droits qui y font attaches.

Je me fuis ferrc autant que j'ai pu. J'ai evite les reflexions acceftbires, les

confequences, et furtout les applications. Mais je ne puis que donner mes

conclufions contre les allies.

En tout cas, on ne pourroit que condamner Velleius Paterculus. Aprcs

avoir recormu la juftice des pretenfions des allies *, il ofe louer la conduite de

Minatius Magius, un de fes ancetres, qui demeura fidele aux Remains, qui

leva une legion lui meme, et qui fe diftingua dans les fieges d'Herctdamtimy

de Pofupeii, et de Ca/a j. Mais ce Minatius, I'appui de fes tyrans felon

Velleius, ne pouvoit ecre fidele a Rome fans etre traitre a Ajcidum. On
voit

error, vice, or weaknefs, we are often obliged to give up abfolute truths, for thofe

that are merely conventional, becaufe the only truths within our reach. It is thus

that, with regard both to individuals and focieties, reafon allows us to examine the

foundation of their authority, but not to find fault with the manner in which they are

pleafed to exerclfc it. Both the right, and the exercife of that right, ou^ht to be
founded on juftice; but as our reafon is not always able to diftinguifii wherein that

juftice confifts, we are obliged to fuppofe it on the fide of thofe whofe power we are
unable to refift.

I have endeavoured to be as concife as poffible, avoiding reflections merely accef-

fory; confequences; and, above all, applications. On the whole, I am forced to give

fentence againft the allies.

But on every fuppofition, Velleius Paterculus is blameable. After acknowled'^ing

tlie juft. pretenfions of the allies *, he has the impudence to praife the conduct of Mi-
natius Magius, one of his own anceftors, who, maintaining his fidelity to the Romans
raifed a legion for their fervice, and diftinguifhcd his valour in the fieges of Hercula-
neum, Pompeii, and Cafa -j-. But this Minatius, who, according to Velleius, was the

defender of tyrants, could not approve his fidelity to Rome, without bcin* a traitor to

• Veil. Pateicul. L. ii. C. 15. f Ibid. C. 16.

Afculum.
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voit blen que I'adulateur de Sejan, ecoit pen propre ajuger des grands prin-

cipes du droit naturel.

Novembre 22.]—J'ai lu la luite d'un extrait dans le deuxicme rome de la

Bibliotheque Rai/omiee, dont le commencemenr eft rHiJlcire de Servet redigi-e,

par M. Alevoerde, Jous les yeux du fameux Mc/Jieim. Le journalifte, (qui

pourroit etre M. de la Chapelle,) ajoute beaucoup de recherches et d'obler-

vations fur cec evenement fingulier, qui font d'un prix fort au defTus du livre

lui meme. Les deux auteurs avoient fort maltraite Calvin, Le journalifte

les relance vigoureufement, et n'attribue cet acharnement qu'a un zele Lu-

therien, qui en vouloitau patriarche des Calviniftes. Le fupplice de Servet

ne peut fe juftifier ; mais Calvin n'a point agi dans cette affaire par des motifs

humainSj mais par un zele mal entendu, par un attachement a des maximcs

meurtrieres a la verite, mais qui etoient les maximes de toutes les

cglifes Chretiennes. Cependant il y a encore bien des cliofes a dire.

I. Toutes les exemples qu'on a ramafies, tant d'eglifes, tant de theolo-

giens, qui fe font declares pour la punition des hcretiques, font un hors

d'oeuvre ici. Jamais les principes et les aftions des hommes, ne font plus

differents, que lorfque les principes font oppofes aux fentimens naturels de

I'humanite. Le coeur corrige les erreurs de I'efprit. Un caraflere humain,

fous les influences d'un faux zele, condamnera I'hcretique au fupplice dans

fon

Alculum. It is plain, that the flatterer of Sejanus was not a fit judge of the great

principles concerning the law of nations.

November 2.]—I read the continuation of an extract in the eleventh volume of the

Bibliotheque Rnifotwee, containing the hiftory of Servetus, written by Mr. Alevoerde,

under the eyes of the famous Mofheim. The journalift (perhaps Mr. de la Chapelle)

has many obfervations and refearches concerning this extraordinary tranfa£tion, which

are far more valuable than the book itfelf. The two authors hail treated Calvin with

great feverity. The reviewer repels their attacks, which he afcribes to the rancour of

Lutheran zeal againll the patriarch of the Calvinifls. The punifhment of Servetus

cannot indeed be juftificd; but, in this bufinefs, Calvin was not actuated by worldly

motives, but by a niiftaken religious zeal, and a refpcct for maxims which, though

cruel and fanguinarv, were acknowledged and avowed by all Chriftian churches. But

many obfervations llill remain to be made. i. The examples of churches and theolo-

gians who declare in favour of the punifhment of heretics, are nothing to the prefent

tjueftion. Men's aftions are never lefs guided by their principles, than wlien thofc

principles run counter to the natural fentiments of humanity. The heart here cor-

iecls the errors of tlie underftanding. A man of a humane chara<^er, under the influ-

I ence
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fon cabinet, mais le condiiira-t-il liii meme au bucher ? Pour ne pas etre

effraye au moment de repandre le fang innocent, il faiit iin coeurduT et fans

pitie. 2. Je conviens que le zele d'une confcience crrone'e eft bicn puif-

fant. II fera taire la voix de la pitie, mais etoufFera-t-il fes murmures ? Nc

verra-t-on pas dansle malheureux theologien un combat entre la religion et

I'humanire ? Ne s'appercevera t-on pas par fa douleur et fa triftefle,

avec combien de regret il fait repandre le fang de Ion frere. Brutus vit que

la liberie, ou fes fib alloient perir. 11 prononca I'arret de fes fils; mais s'il

Ics avoit envoyes au fupplice fans effort, et fans douleur, on diroit avec

raifon que fa ferocite naturelle, rempechoit de fentir la grandeur du facrifice,

ou qu'il le faifoit plutot a fa haine et a fa vengeance, qu'au bien de la patrie.

Je ne vols dans la conduite de Calvin qu'une durete afFreufe a I'egard de

Servet; il I'accable d'inveftives, il tremble que fa viftime nelui echappe, et

e'eft avec un efpece de triomphe qu'il annonce fa condamnation. Mais Ser-

vet epargna aflez peu le theologien de Geneve. Je le fais. Mais I'un

accable d'injuresun malheureux qu'il a mis dans les fers, pendant quel'autre

laiiTe exhaler trop ameremenc le fentiment de fes maux. Malheur au coeur

qui ne fent pas cette difference 1 j. Quelques annees auparavant, Servet

avoit

ence of a falfe zeal, will in his clofet condemn a heretic to death; but will he drag

him to the ftake? Not to (hudder at the (hedding of innocent blood, requires a

heart totally infenfible to pity. 2. I acknowledge the power of falfe Zealand an erro-

neous confcience. It is fufficient to filence the voice of pity ; but can it ftifle its

iniimiurs? Will not the unhappy theologian feel a combat in his own breaft between

religion and humanity? Will not the outward expreffions of forrow indicate how
deeply he is afflifted to fhed his brother's blood ? Brutus faw that the death of his

fons was neceffary to fave the liberty of Rome. He pronounced the fatal fentence;

but had he fent them to punifhment without any emotions of grief, it might have been

juftly faid that his natural ferocity hindered him from perceiving the magnitude of the

facrifice that he made, and even that he had facrificed them rather to his own hatred

and vengeance than to the fafety of his country. In Calvin's behaviour, I can fee

nothing but the mod abominable cruelty. He loads Servetus with invedives; he

fears left his viftim fhould efcape from his hands; and, in a tone of triumph, paiTes

en him his fentence of condemnation. But Servetus did not fpare the Geneva divine.

I know it. But the one loaded with reproaches a wretch whom he had confined hi

irons ; the other only breathed out too loudly his .igonies of fuffering.. Hard muft he

the heart which does not feel the difference! 3. A few years before, Servetus had
conununicated to Calvin all his religious opinions. Their epiftolary corref£ondsnce

was
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avoit cominunlque a Calvin toutes fes opinions. Cette controverfc tpiflo-

l.xire dura pendant quelques terns. Lorfque Servet fut arrcte a Vienne,

Calvin envoya aux magiftrats toutes fes lettres. Je lui reproche ici d'avoir

manque a la probit^d'un honnete homme, d'avoir vide lapromefle tacitedu

fecret qui efc toujours fuppofe dans un parcil commerce, et. d'avoir profitc

de la franchife de cet Efpagnol pour le perdre. 4. II faut fe rappelier la

fituation de Calvin a Geneve. Legiflateur d'line republique nouvelle, il

fubiflbit le fort des innovateurs. Une fa£lion nornbreufc, ayant en tcte le

premier Syndic, le pouffoit avec acharnement, ttct parti, voyant que leur

miniftre pourfuivoit Servet, avoit cpoufe fon parti. Le proces de I'here-

tique etoit le proces dp Calvin; le journalifte avoue ingenuement, que Calvin

ctoit perdu, fi Servet ne perifibit. Les amis du premier leconnoiffent qu'il

etoit opiniatre, ficr, etjaloux de fon autorite. Qn'ils en tirent eux meraes

la confequence. II falloit que le trone du rcformateur, fut ciniente du fang

V de Servet. 5. Dans une lettre ecrice a un ami intime, Calvin ne diffimule

point fon efperance, que Seivet fcroit condamne a mort; il fouhaite,

cependant, qu'on adoucifle la rigueur de fa peine, qu'on lui epargne appa-

remment le fupplice du feu. II I'eprouva cependant ce fupplice, et Calvin

etoit tout puiflant a Geneve. Ou ce rcformateur a trahi la verice par une

noire

was of confiderable duration. But when Servetus was feized at Vienna, Calvin feiit all

his letters to the magiftrates. In this inflance, he may juflly be reproached with having

violaied the tacit promife which is always fuppofed in fuch a correfpondence, and which

anhoneftman would have held facred,inll;ead of availing himfelf of thefranknefs of this

Spaniard, for the purpofe of deflroying him. 4. We mufl; recolle£t Calvin's fituation in

Geneva. He was the legiflator of a new republic, and experienced the difficulties

incident to innovators. A numerous fadlion, headed by the firll fyndic, prefled on

him with rancour, and efpoufed the caufe of Servetus becaufe Calvin was his enemy.

The latter vns fenfible that the procefs of Servetus was his own: and the reviewer

ingenuoufly confefles, that unlefs Servetus perifhed, Calvin was ruined. Calvin's

friends acknowledge that he was opinionative, haughty, and jealous of his authority.

Let themfelves draw the confequence. It was necefiary that the throne of the re-

former fliould be cemented with the blood of Servetus. 5. In a letter written to an

intimate friend, Calvin does not diflemble bis hopes that Servetus would be foon con-

demned to death. He wiflies, however, that he may efcape the utmoll rigour of

that punifhment; probably, that he might not be burnt alive. Yet this very rigour

was afterwards approved by himfelf ; and that at a time when he was all-powerful at

Geneva. Either this reformer concealed his real fentiments under dark hypocrify and

2 iiiqui-
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noire hypocrlfie, et par une douceur d'inquifiteur, ou quelque motif tr?s

different de la religion, I'a empeche de folliciter une grace que fa confcicncc

I'obligeoit de demander au magiftrat, et qu'il auroic furcment obtcnue.

6. En rafTemblant ces circonftanccs, et en les combinant avec le caraflere

connu de Calvin, ne conclura-t-on pas qu'un coeur dur et fiu-ouche, line

ame ambitieuie, la haine pour un homme qui frondoit fes opinions, et qui

meprifoit fes inilrudtions, s'etoient joints au zele religieux, pour engager

Calvin a pourfuivre le malheureux Servet ? M. de Voltaire avoit done rai-

fon, quand ila ditque Calvin avoit I'ame atroce et refprit eclairc.

Novembre 3.]—J'ai lu Clavier ltd. Jntiq. L.ii. C. xv, xvi. />. 762—

786; fin du premier tome. II acheve la nation des Marji, et parcourt

enfuite le pays rude et montagneux des Equi^ qui donnerent tant de peine

aux Romains dans le commencement de leur etat. Alba Fucentia etoit une

colonic Roraaine dans le territoire des Marft, fur les bords du Lac Fucinus.

Comme le pays etoit agreable, et que fa fituation au milieu des terres le

rendoit fort aflurc, le fenat y envoyoit fouvent des prifonniers d'etat, des

rois vaincus et detrones, a qui on vouloit accorder une prifon douce et aifee.

Perfee, roi de Macedoine, y mourut j on lui fit un enterrement public : traite-

jtient bien different de celui qu'eprouva le malheureux Jugurtha, qu'on pre-

cipita

Jnquifitorial mildnefs, or motives very different from thofe of religion hindered Mm
from foliciting from the magiftrates a favour, which his confcience obliged hhn to de-

mand, and which he was fure would not have been refufed. 6. "VMien v/e colle(!!t

and combine all thefe circumftances with the acknowledged charadter of tlie reformer»

can we doubt that a hard and cruel heart, an ambitious foul, and hatred towards the

man who defpifed his inflruftions, and impeached his opinions, united with religious

zeal in impelling Calvin to perfecute the unfortunate Sevvetus ? Voltaire therefore is

right, when he fays, that Calvin had an enlightened mind, but an atrocious I'oul.

November 3.]—I read Cluverius Ital. Antiq. L. ii. C. xv, xvi. p. 762—786;
where the firft volume ends. He concludes his account of the MarJi, and then

defcribes the rude and mountainous country of the Equi, whom it cofl: the Romans,
"in the infancy of their flate, fo much trouble to conquer. Alba Fucentia was a Ro-
man colony in the territory of the Marfi, on the banks of the lake Fucinus. The
pleafantncfs of the country, and the fecurlty of its inland fituation, made the Romans
often fend thither prifoners of ftate, conquered and dethroned kings, to whom they

wiihed to give, inftead of a prifon, a foft and comfortable retreat. Perfeus, king of

Macedon, died there, and was honoured with a public funeral ; a treatment very dif-

ferent from that of the unfortunate Jugurtlia, who was thrown intotlie Career Tullia'

VOL. II. F F t:U{.
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cipita dans le Career Ttillianus, pour le laifler expirer de faim et de froid.

La raifon de cette difference fera expliquee ailleurs*.

Novembre 4.]—J'ai lu Cluvier, L. in. C. i. p. 787—820. II eft enfin

arrive a la partie la plus intereffante de I'ltalie ; le Latium et les environs de

la capitale -, mais, avant que d'entrer dans ce detail, il faut efiliyer des pre-

liminaires alTez ennuyeux ; les OEnotri, les Siculi, les Pelafgi, et les Abori-

gines, recherches oblcures, ou le fil nous echappe a chaque inftantdes mains.

Cluvier n'avoit point affez de nettete dans I'efprit, ni aflez de critique pour

dcbrouiller cette antiquitc reculee, dont Freret n'a pu refoudre les difficultcs,

qu'en les difllmulant.

J'ai acheve le vingt huittme tome de la Bibliotheque Raijonnee. J'y trouve

Hiftoire de la Societe de Jejus : mauvaife rapfodie de contes aflez connus,

qui fuppofe partout, peut etre avec raifon, que la credulite du public, et la

mechancete des Jefuites, font fans bornes. Elle eft au refte mal ecrite, fans

methode, et remplie de hors-d'oeuvres.

—

Defenfe de la Traduifion de I'HiJ-

toire du Coiicile de "Trente, far le fere le Courayer. Le journalifte s'emporte

-centre cet ecrivain aimable, pur avoir accepte le titre de Dofteur de I'univer-

• Voyez Pieces Detachees, No. 7

.

'

fite

71US, to die of cold and hunger. The reafon for this difference %vill be explained

clfewhere f

.

November 4.]—I read Cluverius, L. iii. C. i. p. 7S7— 820. He comes at length

to the moil interefting part of Italy ; Latium, and the neighbourhood of the capital

;

not however without leading us through the tirefome round of the Oenotri, Sia/Zi,

Pelafgi, and Aborigines; in which obfcure refearches the thread of connexion is always

flipping through our hands. Cluverius had not that clearnefs and criticifm ncceflary

for UTiravelling the perplexities of thofe remote antiquities; the difficulties of whicli

Freret has eluded, becaufe he was not able to refolve them.

1 finiflied the eighteenth volume of the Bibliathtque Raijonnee. It contains the Hijlory

if the Jefuits : an idle rhapfody of well-known ftories, the belief of which fuppofes,

perhaps with good reafon, unbounded wickednefs in the Jefuits, and unbounded cre-

dulity in the public. This work, befides, is ill-written ; witliout method, and de-

formed by digreflions.— "Defence of ihe Tratflation of the Hiflory of the CojtncU of Trent,

by Father Courayer, The reviewer is angry at this amiable writer for accepting of the

degree of Do£lor from the univerfity of Oxford^ although he was not a proteftant. Yet,

without coming to a perfect identity of opinions, the two religions nearly meet j the

f See Detached Pieces, No. 7.

univerfity
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fire d'Oxford, fans etre proteflant, Cepcndant a moins que de vouloir unc'

identite de fentiments, I'univerfite, a force d'outrer les doiflrines Auglicanes,-

et le pere le Courayer, en adouciflant celles de Rome, s'etoient spprochcs

d'aflez pres.

—

Gejla Danonim extra Ddniam, par Pontoppidan : recucils cu-

rieux de verites et de fables, pour fervir a la gloire d'une nation qui n'avoit

befoin que des premieres.

—

Commentaire du P. Hardouin, fur le Nouveau

Tejiament. II veut que la Vulgate foit I'original, dont on a fait cette verfion,

que nous appellons le tcxte Grec.

—

Machiavel Republicain. Dans cette

defence Ton employe Targument banal, que Machiavel n'a fait fon /inwt', que

pour infpirer aux Medicis des maximes qui les rendiffent odieux a tout le

monde; mais on I'afFoiblit encore, en prouvant qu'il a ecrit ce traite avant

leur ufurpation.

—

Antiquites de la Nation Fraufcife, par M. le Gendre. Sa-

vantes, mais fans critique. J'aime le bon Le Gendre, qui reconnoit ks

Scythes libres d'Herodote, pour les ancetres des Frangois, a leurs egards

pour les Amazones.

—

Difcours politiques de M. Gordon ; et Parallele des Fran-

cois et des Romains,, far VAhVe Mably. Voila deux ecrivains qui fe font

acquit une grande reputation ; I'un par la fierte de fa marche, et par fon

enthoufiafme ; I'autre par un air d'honnete homme, et par fon ton fee et rai-

fonneur. Je ne leur aijamais trouve cependant, que des idees fort communes.

J'ai

univerfity carrying to the utmoft length the ophiions of the Anglican church, and the

Father Courayer fofteiiing as much as pofflble thofe of the church of Rome.

—

Pontop-

pidaiis Gtjla Datwncm extra Daniam : a curious colle£lion of truths and fable to raife

the glory of a nation, which required only the former.

—

Hardouin's Commentary on the

Nciv Tejlament. He pretends that the Vulgate is the true original, of which the

Greek text is only the tranflation.

—

Machiavel a Republican. The author makes ufe

of the vulgar argument, viz, that Machiavel wrote his Prince to infpire the Medicis

with maxims that niuft render them univerfally odious ; but this argument is deftroyed

by proving that treatife to have been written before their ufurpation.

—

Antiquities of the

French Nation, by Mr. Le Gendre : learned, but without criticifm. The llmplicity of

the good Le Gendre difcovers the Scythians to be the anceftors of the French, from

their polite behaviour to the Amazons.

—

Political Difcoiiifes, by Mr. Gordon ; and a

Parallel of the French -with the Romans, by the Abbe Mably. Thefe two writers have

gained a great reputation ; the one by boldnefs and enthufiafm, the other by his ap-

pearance of honefly and calm reafoning. Yet I have never been able to difccver in

their works any thing but common place. I have been in company with the latter, •

F F 2 aMd
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J*ai vu le dernier ; je puis repondre que fon gout pour la monarchiej s'eft

bien ralenti depuis une vingtaine d'annees.

Novembre 5.]—J'ai lu Cluvier ltd. Antiq. L. Hi. C. ii. p. 820— 870.

II y joue pkitot le role d'antiquaire et de critique, que celui de geographe»

qui lui convenoit bien mieux. Par une incredulite inconnue aux Pouilly ec

aux Beaufort, il relegue toute I'hiftoire des premieres fiecles de Rome, dans

la clafTe de fictions. II fait main baffe fur les rois de Rome, auffi bien que

fur ceux d'Aibe. Ii ne croit pas plus a Romulus qu'a Enee j les contradic-

tions des ecrivains fur les origines de Rome, la grcHierete des premiers Ro-

mains, I'hiftoire peu vraifemblable de la naiflance et de Fcducatlon de leur

fondateur; voila fes armes qu'il a rafiemblees avec favoir, mais dont il fe fert

aflez mal adroitement. Apres avoir renverfe le fyfteme re^u, il expofe le

fien. Quand les Aborigines fortirent du pays des Sabins, pour attaquer les.

Sicidi, ils avoient pour allies, une colonie Pelafgique fortie de I'Arcadie..

La conquete achevee, le chef de ces Pelafges s'empara de Valentia, ville des

Siculi, fur les bords du Tybre, et lui donna le nom de Rome. lis fe repan-

dirent dans la fuite, fe melerent aux Aborigines, et formerent la nation

commune des Latins. Cet evenement arriva plus de quinze fiecles avant

I'ere Chretienne. C'eft i ce chef Pelafgique, le veritable fondateur de

Rome,

and can anfwer for it, that his admiration of monarchy has much cooled in the fpace

of twenty years.

November 5.]— I read Cluverius Ital, Antiq. L. iii. C. ii. p. 820—S70. He is

here rather the critic andantiquary than the geographer, wliich laft charadcr becom.es

him far the beft. With an incredulity beyond that of Pouilly and Beaufort, he re-

gards the whole hiftory of the firft ages of Rome as fabulous. He dethrones the

Roman, as well as the Alban kings-j and has no nrore belief in Romulus than in

Eneas; ufmg learned arguments, weakly urged, drawn from the contraditlory ac-

counts of writers concerning the origin of Rome, the grofs ignorance of the Erit

Romans, and the improbable circumftances told of the birth and education of their

founder. Having overturned the received fyftem, he proceeds to explain his own.

"When the Aborigines left the country of the Sabines to invade the Seculi, they were

in alliance with a Pelafgic colony from Arcadia. The Seculi were conquered; and

the leader of thePelafgi took polleflion of Yaleneia, one of their towns on the banks

of the Tiber, and gave it the name of Rome. The Pelafgi afterwards feparated ; and

mixing with the Aborigines, formed with them the nation called Latins. This event

happened fifteea centuries bei^ore the Chriitian ^ra; and to this Pelafgic chief, the

true
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Rome, qu'il faut rapporter le peu de verites, fur lefquelles on a batl toutes ks

fables d'un Saturne, d'un Janus, d'un Evandre, d'un Enee, et d'un Romu-

lus, Ce fyftcme eft neuf j il a des cotes fpecieux, mais qu'il eft foible !

Deux reflexions fuffiront pour le detruire. i. Peut on comprendre que les

Remains ayent perdu toute memoire des huit premiers fiecles de leur hiftoire,

et que ne pouvant remonter plus haut que le huiticme fiecle avant Jefus

Chrift, ils ayent ete obliges de cacher leur ignorance, fous la fable aflez grof-

fiere qu'ils y ont placee, d'un pretendu fondateur ? Beaucoup de villes one

inventc des fidions, pour reculer I'epoque de leur fondation, pour fe donner

une origine plus ancienne et plus noble. Celle-ci en auroit-elle fabrique une

pour abreger fa duree de fept cens foixante ans, pour fubftituer a la verite,

qui lui donnoit pour fondateurs les anciens Pelafges, une fable honteufe, qui

la peuple de bergers et de voleurs ? Les Remains favoient, ils croyoient

du moins, qu'Evandre s'etoit etabli fur le Mont Paladn ; s'ils ignorolent

I'hiftoire des fiecles intermediaires, n'auroient-ils point fu lier ces veritcs

cloignees par un chaine de noms, de generations, et de fables, comme ils one

fu placer une fucceffion de rois Albains, pour remplir le vuide entre Enee et

Romulus. On ne peut accorder a Cluvier toutes ces fuppofitions, qui lui

font neceffaires, fans porter I'ignorance et la grofilerete des premiers Ro-

mains, a un point inconcevable dans un peuple qui habitoit les villes, et

qui

true founder of Rome, ought to be referred the few fafls on the bads of which fo

many fables have been built concerning the fuppofed perfonages—Saturn, Janus, Evan-

der, Eneas, and Romulus. This fyftem is new, and in fome parts fpecious ; but it

is fo weak, that two reflexions are fufficient to overturn it. i. Can it be imagined

that the Romans, having loft all memory of eight hundred years of their hiftory, and

not being able to go higher tlian the eighth century before Chrift, (hould have been

obliged to conceal their ignorance under the abfurd fable which they gave out con-

cerning their pretended founder.' Many cities have invented fictions for the purpofe

of magnifying their antiquity and nobility. But the fable fabricated by the Romans,

abridges their hiftory by the period of 760 years, and fubftitutes for their ancient

Pelafgic origin, a pretended defcent from fhepherds and robbers. The Romans knew, ,

at leaft they believed, the fettlement of Evanderon Mgunt Palatine; and if they were

ignorant of the tranfa£lions of the intermediate centuries, would not this fpaee have

been filled up by names, genealogies, and fables, fuch as were interpofed to form the

chain between Eneas and Romulus ? Thefe fuppofitions are neceffary for Cluveriua'

fyftem, but caimot be made without fuppofing in the firft Romans a degree of grofs "

ignoraace, inconceivable in a nation inhabiting cities, and enjoying the ufe of

1 letters.
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qtii avoit I'ufagc des lettrcs. ?.. Mais en les accordant a Cluvier, elles nc

prouveroicnt que contre lui. Cette ignorance, qui nous a defiguie I'hiftoire

des Remains, n'auroit-elle pas aneanti celle des Pelafges, leurs ayeux fi

recules ? Quel privilege fingulier que celui de ce peuple, dont on choifit

des migrations, comme des faits dont il n'cft pas permis de douter, et qui

doivent fervir a difTiper tons les nuages, toutes les fables dont on a oblcurci

I'hiftoire plus recente de leur defcendans ?

Le fort de rhypothefe du favant geographe ne me parotc pas douteux

;

mais ellc peut etre chimerique, fans que I'hiftoire Romaine foit vraie.

J'abandonne de bonne grace au Pyrrhonifme hiftorique, ou plutot au mepris

et il I'oubli, les hauts faits d'Enee, la colonic Troyenne, les rois d'Albe, et

la louve de Romulus. Mais quel degre de foi peut on ajouter a la premiere

decade de Tite Live ? Pour difcucer une femblable queftion, il faudroit du

loifir et des connoiftances. Je n'ai ni I'un ni i'autre. Pour ouvrir cependant

une route nouvelle dans un fujet prefque epuife, je dirai feulement ; i. II

h\xt fe fixer, phis qu'on n'a fait, a des idees precifcs. Cluvier lui meme avou-

croit qu'on peut y decouvrir quelques verites enfevelies fous un amas de

fables. L'Abbe Sallier ne difconviendroit pas que Thiftoire Romaine n'ait

fubi le fort commun de toutes les hiftoires, dont la purece eft fouillce par

quelques

letters. 2. But tliefe fuppofitlons, if granted, would militate againfl the fyllem

which they are meant to eftablifh. The fame ignorance which obliterated the hiftory

of the Romans, mud alfo have deftroyed that of the Pelafgi, their remote anceftors.

How extraordinary is the privilege granted to the latter nation, whofe ancient migra-

tions are fuppofed to be undoubted facis that admit not of difpute, and that ought to-

be employed for diffipating all the clouds that obfcure the hiftory of their more recent

poflerity ?

The hypothefis of the learned geographer mud fall to the ground ; but the falfenefs

of that hypothefis does not prove tlie Roman hiftory to be true. I readily give up to

hlftorical fcepticifm, or rather to contempt and oblivion, the high exploits of Eneas,

the Trojan colony, the kings of Alba, and the wolf of Romulus. But what degree

of credit ought to be given to the firft decade of Livy ? To difcufs fully fuch a

queftion would require knowledge and leifure. I have neither of the two. Yet merely

to break new ground ou a queftion almoft exhaufted, I would obferve^ i . that it requires

greater precifion of ideas, than has hitherto been aimed at. Cluverius would allow

that fome truths may be difcovered amidft the heap of fables; and the Abbe Sallier

•would acknowledge that the Roman has fhared the fate of all hiftories, whofe purity

has teen corrupted by fome fiftions. Before entering upon the controverfy, I fliall

2 give
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quelques fidlons. Avant que d'entamer la controverfe, je donnerai mon

fymbole, et pour ne pas embrafler trop de terrein, je me bornerai aux faits

.enonces dans les abrcgesdes dix premieres livres de Tite Live. Je me char-

gerois hardiment de leur defenfe, fans abandonner cependant celle dc

quelques details, qui me paroitroient les plus vraifemblables. 1. Toutes les

preuves externes font epuifees. Sur les grandes annales, les memoires do-

meftiques, &c. il eft difficile d'ajouter quelque chofe aux argumens de M.

M. Sallier et Freret, et aux objedlions de M. M. de Pouilly et de Beaufort.

Je changerais de batterie, et je me fervirais plutot des preuves que les theo-

logiens ont appelle internes. J'etablirais que les premiers hiftoriens Remains

etant du terns de la guerre d'Annibal, les fables qu'ils nous rapportent felon

mes adverfaires, ont du etre etablies dans la foi publique, une cinquantaine

d'annees auparavant. Je combinerais la .nature de ces fables avec I'etat du

peuple Romain, et j'examinerais s'il eft vraifemblable qu'on eut invente, et

qu'on eut pu faire adopter des fables de cette efpece fous des circonftances

pareilles.

Novembre 6.}—J'ai lu Clavier Ital. Atitiq. L. Hi. C. Hi. p. 870—900.

II y park des lieux maritimes du Latium. lis etoient en petit nombre ; mais

on y voit les noms celebres du fleuve Niimicus et OJlic, de Laurenturn et de

Lavinium (qu'on a fouvent confondu avec Lannviiwi). Je fuis furpris qu'il,

n'ait

give my own articles of faith ; and not to expatiate in too wide a field, fliall confine

myfelf to the tranfaclions related in the abridgment of the firft books of Livy. I

would venture to maintain that thefe tranfaclions happened, without giving up fonie

of the more probable circumilances with which they are faid to have been accompa-

nied. 2. The fubje£l of the externaf proofs is exhaufted. Concerning the great an-

nals, the domeftic memoirs. Sec. nothing can be added to the arguments of Meflrs.

Sallier and Freret on one n;de, and the objections of MclTrs. Pouilly and Beaufort on
the other. I would change the mode of attack, and make ufe of the proofs which
divines call internak My argument would be, that tlie firll Roman hiflorians having

lived in the days of Hannibal, the fables which, according to my adverfaries, tliey

refuted, mud have gained pofTefTion of the public fifty y<;ars before that period. I

would combine the nature of thofe fables with the condition of the Romans, and ex-

amine whether it is likely that, under fuch circumftances, fmiilar fables fhould either

have been invented or believed.

November 6;]— I readCluveriusItal.Antiq. L.iii. C.iii. p. 870—900. He treats oftie
maritime places ofLatium. They' were, few ij) number; we meet however with the cele-

brated names of the river Nu^nicusiOftia, Laurentum,and Lavinium, often confounded

with
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ri^ait ricn dit de la Villa Laurentina de Pline le jeune, que fon poflefleur a fi

bien decrite. II auroit facilement pu en determiner la fituation, et placer

fort a propos ces paffages de Pline, qui nous reprefentent fi vivement la face

du pays. Je vois qUe felon Virgile, les'Troyens remonterent le Tybre, et

qu'Enee appuya fon premier camp fur la riviere; pendant que la foule des

ecrivains, fortifi.ee par la fable de la truye, et par quelques exprelTions alTez

vatTues a la verite du poete lui meme, place le debarquement d'Enee a

Tembouchure du Numicus, aupres de cet endroic, ou il batit peu de terns aprcs

la ville de Lavinium.

Novembre 7.]—J'ai lu Cluvier ltd. Antiq. L. in. C. iv. p. 900—950.

L'auteur continue a decrire le La^iutn; la partie mediterranee renfermoit

Lanuviumy Jricia, Alba, Tiifculum, Gabii, &c. lieux ceiebres dans les com-

mencemens de Rome par la refiftance que ces cites libres lui oppoferent, et

dans la fuite par tant ce belles vilU dont les grands de la republique, et les

empereurs, remplirent tous les environs de la capitale. Toujours des fables

Grecques : il n'y a prefque point de ces villes aux quelles on n'ait donnc un

fondateur de cette nation. De toutes ces fiftions affez mal imaginees, que

les Grecs ont fabrique fur les regions occidentals, et furtout I'ltalie, il y en

a quelques unes ifolees, mais la plus part tiennent a I'un de ces trois evenemens

ceiebres j

with Lanuvium. I am furprifed he fliould omit to fpeak of Pliny the younger's

Laurentina villa, which isfo well defcribed by its mafter. He might eafily haveafcer-

tained its fituation, and have very properly ii>ferted thofe paffages of Pliny, which

exhibit fo lively a pidture of the circumjacent country. I perceive that Virgil makes

the Trojans fail up theTyber, and places Eneas' firft camp on the banks of the river;

whereas the greater part of writers, relying on the (tory of the fow, and fome very

vague expreffions indeed of the poet himfelf, fuppofe that hero to have landed at the

mouth of the Numicus, near to the place where he built (honly afterwards the city of

Lavinium.

November 7-]—I read Cluverius Ital. Antiq. L. ili. C. iv. p. 900—950. The

author continues to defcribe Latium ; the inland country contained Lanuvium, Arlcia,

Alba, Tufculum, and Gabii; places famous during the firft ages of Rome on account

of their refiftance to its arms; and afterwards, on account of the beautiful villas with

which the great men of the republic, and the emperors, crowded the neighbourhood

of the capital. Continually Greek fables ; there is fcarcely one of thofe cities wliicli

has not a fuppofed founder belonging to that nation. Of all thofe fables, often very

ill-contrived by the Greeks, concerning weftern nations, efpecially Italy, there are fome

few that Hand apart, but the greater number are conneded with one or other' of thofe

three
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cclcbresj le retour d'Hcrcule de Ton expedition Iberienne, Ics voyages des

Argonautes, et ceux d'UlyfTe.

J'ai acheve le vingt neuvieme tome de la Bibliothcque Raijonnee. J'y trouve

De Traditione Principiorum Legis Naturalis,par Aujaldus. La revelation pri-

mitive confervee par la tradition, on par des principes que chaque individu ne

pent que decouvrir par lui meme j ces deux fyftemes (dis je) produlfentle

meme efFet, mais ce dernier eft plus fimple, et convienc mieux aux attributs

du createur.

—

Hijioire Umverjelle,par une Societs de Gens de Lettres; premier

etJecond Extrait. On fait que le commencement dc ce grand ouvrage eft

excellent. Le journalifte fait voir aflez bien que la grele, qui achevala de-

faice de Cananeens, n'etoit qu'une grele ordinaire, et que des hiftoricns, qui

y one vu des pierres cnorxnes formecs et foutenues dans I'air jufqu'au moment

de leur chute, font des phyficiens un peu trop credules.

—

Catalogue metho-

dique des Plantes Suiffes, par Albert Haller. Un ouvrage de botanique

m'interefte peu, mais M. de Haller m'interefte beaucoup. Ce genie uni-

verfel a feu reunir le feu du poete avec lafiigacite et la defiance du phyficien

:

fcs connoiflances egalent fes talens. Une application foutenue lui fait tout

devorer ; une conception facile le fait marcher d'un pas rapide j une me-

moire heureufc jufqu'a tenir du prodige, ne laille rien echapper de ce qu'on

lui a confie. II y a quelques annees qu'il foupa chez M. de G. dont la

memoire

three celebrated events; the return of Hercules from his Iberian expedition, tiic

voyages of the Argonauts, and thofe of Ulyffes.

I finiflied the twenty-ninth volume of the Biblkthequc Raifonnee. It contains De
traditione Privcipiorum Legis Natiiralis, by Aufaldus. The primitive revelation, whether

preferved by tradition, or by principles which each individual may dilcover by the

exercife of his own reafon, will be attended with the fame confequences ; but the

latter hypothefis is more fimple, and more confonant to the attributes of the Creator.

—

The Univerjal Hijlory, by a Society of jlle/i of Letters : frjl andfecond Extrafl. The ex-

celience of the firft part of this great work is well known. The reviewer fliows

clearly that the hail-ftones which completed the defeat of the inhabitants of Canaan,

was only a (torm of ordinary hail, and refutes the credulity of thofe hiftorians who
think that it confided of large ftones, formed and fupported in the air till the moment
of their fall.

—

A methodical Catalogue of the PlantsJound in Switzerland, by Albert Hal-

ler. I am little interefted in a work on botany, but very much in Mr. Haller. This

univerfal genius unites the fire of poetry with tlie fagacity and difcernment of the

philofopher: his natural abilities are equal to his acquired knowledge. His memory

is retentive to a degree almolt miraculous. A few years ago he fupped with Mr. de G.

VOL. II. c G • whofe
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memoire n'efl: pas moins fiirprenante : on y parloit des affaires de Suede,,

des antiquites de Rome ; et le litterateur redreffoit toujours le voyageur.

Parmi beaucoup d'admirateurs, il a cependant peu d'amis. A Gottingen,
^

I, Berne, au pays de Vaud, fon caraftere fier, violent, et ambitieux, a tou-

jours revoke tout le monde.

—

Hiftoire de Guillaume le Conqnerante, far

I'Abbe Prevoi. J'y ai trouve quelques morceaux d'un vieux chroniqueur,,

dont la naivete m'a fait grand plaifir.

—

Hiftoire du Mont Vejuve-, far I'Aca-

dhnie de Naples : tres curieufe. La chaleur des Lavanges, quand leur pre-

miere fureur s'eft amortie, eft encore tres fuperieure au fer ardent.

Novembre 8.]—Me trouvant un peu incommode, je n'ai rien fait que de

lire un petit ouvrage que M. Paviliiard m'avoit prece. II s'appelle Leitres:'

ecriies de la Camfagne. II roule fur les troubles de Geneve, que je ne con-

nois que comme tout le monde. Ces lettres font d'un liomme d'efprit, qui

affefte un peu trop la maniere de Montefquieu. II fe declare pour le ma-

giftrat. et regarde comme un frein falutaire,cette approbation prealable d-u

petit confeil, fans laquelle nulle affaire ne peut etre portee devant I'aHemblee-

generale. II la compare a la voix negative du roi dans la conftitution d'Angle-

terre. Mais quelle difference immenfe entre la voix negative qui precede

la deliberation, et celle qui la fuit

!

Novembre

whofe memory is alfo furpriiing. The converfatlon turned on tbie affairs of Sweden,

and the antiquities of Rome ; and the fcholar always correfted the traveller. With

all his admirers, Haller has but few friends. Wherever he has happened to refide, at

Gottingen, Berne, or the Pays de Vaud, his harfh, haughty, and ambitious cha-

ra6ler has offended all his acquaintances.

—

The Hijhry of IFUUain the Conqueror, by th}

Abbe Prevat. I found in it fome quotations from an old chvoniele, the natural fim-

plicity of which gave me great pleafure.

—

H'ljiory of Mount Vefuvius, by t/je Academy

of Naples : very curious. The heat of the lava, even after its firft violence has abated, is

.

far greater than that of red-hot iron.

November 8-]—Being unwell, I did nothing but read a fmall v/ork which Mr. Pa-

viliiard had lent to me. It is intitled, Letters turttten from the Country, and relates

to the troubles of Geneva; concerning which 1 know nothing more than the public at

large. Thefe letters are written by a m.an of abilities, who affe£ts too much however

the ftyle of Montefquieu. He is an advocate for the magiilrates, and confiders as a.

falutary check the previous approbation of the little council, before any bill can be pro-

pofed to the general aflembly. This regulation he compares with the King's negative in

the conftitution of England, But there is a wide difference between a negative before,

and after deliberation.

• I November
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Novembre 1 1.]—J'af acheve le irentime tome-Je la Bibliotheque Raifonnee.

J'v trouve Lettres de Ctiper
-,
favantes, et qui donnent une auffi bonne idee

du cceur, que de I'efprit de ce favant Hollandois.

—

Hijloire Civile dii Rcyatime

de Naples, par M. Gia-nnone.—La candeiir, la penetration, et la liberce de

cet excellent jurifconfulte, feront toiijours eftimer Ton ouvrage par tous les

fao-es. Les ecclefiaftiques ne font pas de ce nombre.

—

Poejies du Roi de

Navarre: le rangde I'auteur, I'antiquice de ces poefies, et plus encore leurs

beautes reelles, leur donnent un tres grand prix.

—

DiJJertation de M. Taylor,

fur la Loi des Decemvirs contre les Dehiteurs injolvables. L'idee n'eft pas

nouvelle. II falloit vendre un tel debiceur, et partager le prix de I'efclave, et

non pas I'efclave lui meme. Comme ce journal commence a s'humanifer

un peu trop, on n'a point ofe inferer le Latin, dont on pent a peine fe paffer

dans cette difcuffion.

—

Hijlsire Univerjelle ; Extrait troifieme : le journalifte

ramaffe beaucoup d'exemples curieux fur la force de la mufique.

—

Hijloire

Naturelle des Poijfoijs, par Klein : curieufe

—

Lettres du Comte d'EJirades.

On y vois tous les relTorts de la politique Fran^oife, et toute I'ambition de

Louis XIV.

—

Traite fur le Nombre desHabitans de la Hollande et de la Wefi

Frije, par M. Kerfebocm. Comme cet ouvrage curieux eft en Hollandois,

je m'ctendrai un peu fur cet extrait. Volci le precis de fes obfervations.

I. Le

Novtmber ii.]—I finlflicd the thirtieth volume of th& Biblktheque Raifonnee. It

contains Cnpcr's Letters; which give as favourable an impreffion of the heart as of the

underftanding of this learned Dutchman.—27v Civil Hifory cf the Kingdom of Nnples,

by Air. Giannone. The candour, penetration, and freedom, of this excellent lawyer,

will ever enfure to this work the efteem of all wife men. Churchmen are not always

of the number.

—

Poems, by the King of Navarre: highly valuable, on nccount of the

rank of the author, their antiquity, and their own real beauties.—Tays/x Differtatlon

on the Law of the Decemvirs againfl Infolvent Debtors. His conclufion is not new. Pie

thinks the debtor was fold as a ilave, and the price received for him divided amongft

his creditors, and not the Have himfelf. As this journal begins to grow too fafliion-

able, the reviewer does not venture to infcrt the Latin, which cannot however eafily

be difpenfed with in this difcuffion.— Univerfal HiJIcry ; third Extract. The reviewer

colle£ls a great number of curious examples on the power of mufic.

—

Natural Hifory

of Fifes, by Klein : curicus.

—

The Count d^Efrad^s Letters lay open the fprings cf

the French policy, and all the ambition of Louis XIV.

—

A Treatife on the Number cf
Inhabitants in Holland and Wef Friefaiid, by Air, Kerfeboom. As this curious work
is in Dutch, I fliall fpeak of it at fome length. The refult of his obfer^-ations is-,

GG 2 I, The
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J. Le nombre des enfans nes tons les ans eft 28,000. 2. Le total des

- habitans eft de 980,000; c'eft a dire dans la proportion de 35 a un, aux

naiflances. 3. II y a dans cette province 169,000 couples de gens maries.

Aprcs avoir defalque un nombre convenable de batards, fur les 28,000 enfans,

il refultera une proportion exacte, que fur treize marriages dc tout age, il

y en a deux de procreans tous les ans. 4. M. Kerfeboom a trouve par fes

combinaifons, que de deux perfonnes mariees entre les ages de 20 et de 50

ans, il y a 13 chances contre 7, qu'au bout de 20 ans I'une ou I'autre des deux

fera morte. 5. Sur 1430 enfans nouvellement nes, voici les vraifemblances.

pour le nombre d'entre eux qui reftera en vie a chaque age.

Age.
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ajp

eleve, pour meriter a I'ouvrage le nom de poeme. Lcs details fon intereflans

;

les avantures de cet Olivier, qui fubjugue la haine du Comte a force de bien

faits, nous attachent. Celles d'Enguerrand etde fon ecuyer, nous amufent.

Son avanture dans le village du Limoufin, fait le pendant de Gil Bias, et de

I'archeveque de Grenade. Elle eft du vrai comique. Les voyages de Fleur

d'Epine font partout trop extravagans. L'ifle des muficiens n'cft pas

mauvaife ; cependant toute la plaifanterie n'eft fondee que fur un jeu de mots,

et fur I'equivoque du mot air. Mais I'ordonnance du poeme eft deteftable.

Ces recits, coupes par chants, et repris quand on les a prefque oublies,

m'ont excede. C'eft la methode de I'Ariofte. Eh bien ! la methode

d'Ariofte ne vaut rien ; mais pourquoi confondre les ecarts naturels d'un

genie qui ne connoit point de regies, et le defordre ecudie d'un efprit qui

extravague avec methode, et qui fe gene pour violerles loix qu'il connoit ?

Novembre 14.]—J'ai lu Ckvier ltd, Antiq. L. Hi. C. iv, v. p. 950

—

579. L'auteur y parcourt les autres villes Mediterranees du Latiumj

Tibtir, Pranefie, Gabii, &c. II pafle dela aux Riituli, qui occupoient un

petit territoire entre les Latins, les Volfques, et la mer. II paroit que cette

petite tribu s'ctoit detachee du corps politique des Latins, puifqu'elle ne

participoit point aux lacrificcs du Mont Albain, qui le reuniffoit tous ks ans.

Mais

poetry. The ftory is interefting; we are pleafed with the adventures of this Olivier,

who fubdues the Count's hatred by good offices. The charaders of En^uerrand and
his fquire are amuGng. His adventure in the village of the Limoufin is a counterpart

to that of Gil Bias with the archbifhop of Grenada. The travels of Fleur d'Epine

are throughout too extravagant. The ifle of muficians is not a bad fancy ; but the

whole pleafantry is founded on a pun, the double meaning of the word air. The ar-

rangement of the poem is deteftable. I am provoked to find the narrative continually

broken into cantos ; and thofe parts of it refumed which had been almoft forgotten.

The author has imitated Arioflo. That is true •, but Ariofto's arrangement is <TOod

for nothing. Befides, we ought not to confound the natural wanderings of a great

genius unacquainted with rules, and the (ludied diforder of a writer who is extrava-

gant by defign, and who gives himfelf much trouble to violate thofe laws of compofi-
tion with which he is acquainted.

November 14.]—I read Cluverius, L. iii. C. iv, v. p. 950—979. The author
treats of the other inland cities of Latium ; Tibur, Prsenefte, Gabii, kc. He thence
proceeds to the Rutuli, who inhabited a fmall diftridl between the fea, the Latins,

and the Volfci. This little community mufl; have feparated itfelf from the political

confederacy of the Latins, fmce it did not participate in the facrificcs on Mount Alba^

whicli
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"Mais les poetes ont fouvent confondu ces deux peoples, qui fembloient I'etrc

deja par la ficuation de leur pays et par leur origine commune. . La ville

&Jrdea etoit la capitale des RutuU, prife et incendiee par Enee ; les poetes

la font fortir de fes cendres, pour le changer en oifeau. Quelle fable ! elle

ne choque pas moins I'iraagination que la raifon. M.iis de dogme general de

la metempfycofe, etoit tres metaphyfique; d'une metaphyfique dont les con-

fequcnces s'epuroient, a mcfure que les fidtions devenoient plus abfurdes.

Notre religion nous afllire de rimmortalite de Tame. On y trouve fon im-

materialite ; mais le dogme de la refurreftion du corps, nous fait regarder ce

corps comme une partie eflentielle de I'homme, et nous infinue que fans le

fecours de pareils organes, I'ame feroit incapable d'agir. Mais la dodlrine

de la metempfycofe detache Tame du corps qu'elle occupoit, fiuis lui oter la

moindre de fes facultes. Elle ne les doit qu'a elle meme, et I'homme

toujours homme dans le corps d'un autre animal, peut penfer, pent reflechir,

avec la meme facilite que dans le fien, Des qu'on a adopte ce dogme, on

peut difputer fur la nature de cette ame, mais il faut convenir qu'elle n'a rien

de commun avec le corps qu'elle habite.

Novembre 15.]—J'ailu Cluvier ltd. Antiq. L. Hi. C. vi, vii, viii. p. 979

1048. Cluvier jette un coup d'oeil fur le petit pays des Herniques, niche

parmi

which the members of that confederacy annually met to celebrate. The poets, however,

often confound thofe two nations; which were indeed nearly united by the (ituation

of their territories and their common origin. Ardea, the capital of the Rutuli, was

taken and burnt by Eneas ; the poets feign that a bird flew from its afhes ; a flrange

fable, as {hocking to the fancy as to reafon. But the dogma of the metempfychofis

was extremely metaphyfical; and of that kind of metaphyfics, of which the confe-

quences became the more refined in proportion to the abfurdity of the fiftions on

which they were founded. Our religion affures us of the foul's immortality, and

even immateriality; but the do£lrine of the refurredlion makes us ccnfider the body as

an eflential part of the man, and tends to perfuade us that without the afFiftance of or-

gans, the foul would not be capable of a£tion. The metempfychofis, on the contrary,

feparate the foul and body without depriving the former of any of its faculties. Thefe

faculties it owes only to itfelf : man is ftill a man ; and in the body of another animal

can think and refleft as well as in his own. When this opinion is adopted, though

we may difpute concerning the nature of this foul, we muft allow that it has nothing

in common with the body which it inhabits.

November 15.]—I read Cluverius Ital. Antiq. L. iii. C. vi, vii, viii. p. 979— 1048.

He calls a glance on the little country of theHernici, inclofed in the mountains; and

defcribes
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parmi les montagnes. Mais il decrit fort au long, les territoircs etendus des

Voljques : Antium en etoit la capkalc. Ces peuples avoient une marine

compofee de vaifTeaux legers, avec lefquels ils faifoient des courfes dans les

mers de I'ltalie, et de la Grece. Alexandre fe plaignit a Rome par fes

ambaffadeurs de ces depredations; et les Romains eflaycrent de les reprimer.

Quel etoit cet Alexandre ? Je penfe que ce fut le roi d'Epire, qui fit la

guerre en Italic, et que les colonies Grecques choifirent pour leur general et

leur protefteur contre les barbares. Cet emploi devoit naturellement le

mettre en lialfon avec les Romains.. Si quelques ccrivains ont parle d'une

ambalTade que le fenat envoya a Alexandre le Grand, ils auront confondu.

Toncle et le neveu. L'autorite des anciens, aufTi bien que la vraifemblance,

m'engageront toujours a croire que le peuple Romain n'a point connu le

conquerant de I'Afie.

Novembre 16.]—J'ai lu Cluvier ltd. Antiq. L.iii. C. ix. -p. 1048—1062. II

y eftqueftion de cette confufion de noms de peuples et de tribus, qu'il eft fi

difficile de demeler. Des Opci, des OJci, des Aufones, et des Aurimci. lis

font tellement confondus, qu'ils n'ont du etre que des noms differens pour le

meme peuple, oij les territoires de ces peuples ont ete etrangement enclaves

les uns dans les autres.

Novembre

defcribes at length the extenfive territories of the Volfci, of which Antium was the

capital. This nation'had a marine, confifting of light veffels, with which they infcfted

the feas of Greece and Italy. Alexander fent ambafladors, complaining to the Ro-

mans of their depredations; and the Romans endeavoured to reprefs their piracy.

—

Who was this Alexander ? I think he was that king of Epirus, who made war in Italy,

and whom the Greek- colonies there chofe for their general and protedtor againft the

barbarians. This office naturally connefted him with the Romans. AVhen fome

writers fpeak of an embafly fent by the fenate to Alexander the Great, they confound

the uncle with the nephew. The authority of the ancients, as well as the improbabi-

lity of the thing itfelf, convince me that the Romans never had any communication

with the conqueror of Afia.

Noveniber 16.]—I read Cluverius Ital. .Antiq. L.iii. C.ix. p. 1048— 1062. He fpeaks

of that confufion of the names of nations and tribes, whicli it is fo difficult to unravel.

The Opici, the Ofci ; the Aufones, and Aurunci, are fo continually confounded, that

there muft have been different names for the fame people, or their territories muft have

been ftrangely intermingled..

November
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Novembre 17.]—J'ai lu Clavier, L. Hi. C. x. L. iv. C.i, ii. p. 1062

—

3102. L'auteur examine le detail du pays des Au/ones, qui devint dahs la

fuite une partie du nouveau Latiiim. Formic paroit avoir eu I'honneur

infame d'etre capitale des Leftrigon^Sy dans le terns que I'ltalie etoit pour les

Grecs, ce que I'interieur de I'Amerique eft pour nous. Cette fable eft inte-

refTante chez Homere ; la decouverte d'un pays inconnu, oii tous les objets

nous etonnent et nous touchent, ou la curiofite eft aiguifee, et fatisfaite a

chaque inftant, nous procure le plaifir que nous goutons dans les voyages.

Cependant je reprocherois au poete deux traits, dont le peu d'exaditude

defigure un peu le tableau, i . Les Lejlrigones font a la fois trop barbares et

trop polices. lis demeurent dans des villes ; ils ont des voitures, et des

bergers a gages. Cependant ils font Antropophages. Heureufement pour

I'efpece humaine cette fureur n'a jamais fubfifte que chez les nations defti-

tutes de toute culture, et meme parmi ces peuples, I'homme ne devore gueres

fon femblable, qu'il n'y foit poufte par la difette, ou la vengeance. 2. Les

. Z.^rzj^o«i?j etoient des geans. Tout dcvoit y'etre proportione, leurs enfans,

leurs mailbns, et leurs villes. Les efpions d'Ulyfle traverfent cependant

le pays ; ils s'entretiennent avec la fille du roi ; ils la fuivent fans defiance

jufques

November 17.]—I read Cluverius, L. iii. C. x. L. iv. C.i, ii. p. io52— 1102.

The author enters into particulars concerning the country of the Aufones, which be-

came afterwards a part of New Latium. Formix was diftinguifhed by the infamous

honour of being the capital of the Leftrigones, at the time when Italy was to the

Greeks what the inland parts of America are to us. Homer has rendered this fable

interefting. The difcovery of an unknown country, where every objeft furprifes and

afFe£ts us, where curiofity is continually excited, and continually gratified, affords a

pleafure funilar to that feh in our travels. Yet the poet may be reproached with two

incorredl touches, which fomewhat disfigure his pidlure. The Leftrigones are either

too refined, or too barbarous. They inhabit cities, they have chariots, and hired

fliepherds. Yet they are men-eaters. Happily for human nature, this ferocity never

exifted but in nations totally devoid of culture; and even among them man does not

devour his fellow-creatures unlefs driven to this madnefs by famine or vengeance.

2. The Leftrigones were giants. Every thing belonging to them ought to be in due

proportion ; their children, houfes, and cities. Yet Ulyffes' fpies travel through the

country, converfe with the king's daughter, and follow her without diftruft to her

f father's
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jufques dans la maifon de fon pere, et ils ne s'effrayent qu'a la vue de la rcinc

des Lejirigones. Gulliver a mieux obferve les proportions.

Novembre i8.]

—

yz\\u Cluvier Ital. Jntlq. L.iv. C.'ti. p. 1102— 11 15.

Apres avoir determine la fituation et les bornes de la Campanie, Cluvier

dccrit les cotes depuis Sinuejfe : Vuliumnm, Liternum, Siha Gallinaria, et

dimes. Cecte derniere ville lui fournit beaucoup. Sa fondation, fa puif-

fance, mais furtout fa Sybille, que Virgile a immortalifee, lui fourniflcnt une

riche moiflbn. Ce dernier article me paroit bien traite, fans confufion, mais

avee I'abondance qui lui eft naturelle.

20.]—J'ai lu Cluvier Itah Antiq. L. iv. C. it. p. 11 15— 11 46, II

pourfuit toujours fon deflein, et parcourt les cotes de 1?. Campanie, de CumC'S

jufqu'a Naples : petit canton, mais celebre dans tous les fiecles. Mijenum,

Baiif, Puteoli, et les lacs Averntu et Lucriti, la terreur des premiers Grecs,

et les delices des Remains, le rendront toujours plus intereflant.

21.]

—

yaWn Cluvier Ital. Arttiq. L.iv. C. Hi. p. w^^S— 1164. II con-

tinue et acheve les cotes de la Campanie, de Naples jufqu'au promontoire

de Minerve, qui la feparoit du territoire des Picentini. Hereulaneum, Pom~

peii, Stabia, ct Sarrentum^ font les principaux endroits qu'il trouve fur la

route,

Sur

father's palace. Their fears are not mentioned, till they fee the queen of the Leftri-

gons. Gulliver was a better obferver of proportions.

November 18.]—I read Cluverius Ital. Antiq. L.iv. C. ii. p. 1 102— 11 15. Aftef

having determined the fituation and bounds of Campania, he dcfcribes the fca-coaft

from Sinuefla, viz.Vulturnum, Liternum, Sylva Gallinaria, and Cumae. This laft place

is defcribed at great length. Its foundation and power, above all its Sibyl, immorta-

lized by Virgil, furnifli the geographer with an abundant crop. This laft article is

well treated, without confufion, but with his natural copioufnefs.

20.]— I read Cluverius, L.iv. C. ii. p. 11 15— 1146. In purfuancc of his deGgn,

hedefcribes the coaft of Campania, from Cumae to Naples : a fmall dlftrift, famous

in all ages. Mlfenum, Baiic, Puteoli, with the lakes Avernus and Lucrinus, the

terror of the early Greeks, and tlie delight of the Romans, will always render tliis

coaft highly interefling.

21.]—I read Cluverius Ital. Antiq. L.iv. C, iii. p. 1 146— 1 164. He continues

and concludes his account of the coafts of Campania and Naples, to the promontory
of Minerva, which feparated them from the territory of the Picentini. Herculaneum,
Pompeii, Stabiae, and Surrentum, are the principal places defcribed in his rout.

VOL. H. H H Concerning
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Sur le Heu du fepulcre de Virgik, il y a une diverfire d'opinlons. St. Je-

rome et Donat paroiflent d'un cote ; mais Cluvier, fuivi d'Addifon, rejette

fans fa^on leur temoignage, et fe fonde fur I'autorit^ de Stace, pour tranf-

porter ce monument a I'autre cote de la ville, et aux pieds du Mont Vefuve.

Je pref(§rerois bien avec eux I'autorite de Stace, s'il s'etoit exprime d'unc

fa^on precife ; mais ce poete ne parle qu'en general des rivages Chalcidiques^

lieux qui avoient eprouve la colere du Vefuve i epithetes vagues, et qui ne

femblent defigner qvie les environs de Naples. St. Jerome et Donat nous

apprennent que Virgile fut enfeveli a deux milles de cette ville fur le grand

chemin de Puteoli. Cette defcription eft claire en fans equivoque ; elle peut

s'accorder avec Stace ; elle eft foutenue par la tradition du pays. Pourquoi

la recufer ? .

. Novembre 22.]—J'ai lu Cluvier ltd. Antiq. L. rv. C. iv. p. 116^ riyr.

II y eft queftion des ifles qui fe trouvoient oppofees aux cotes de la Campanie.

Les deux plus confiderables paroiflent des ouvrages avances, qui gardoient

les deux promontoires de la Baye de Naples. L'une s'appelloit yEnaria ft

Pithecuja-y et I'autre etoitla fameufe Capree.

24.3—J'ai lu Cluvier ltd. Antiq. L. iv, C. v. p. 1171— 1179. Apres

avoir parcouru les cotes et les ifles de la Campanie, il pafle a I'interieur des

terres.

There are difFerent opinions concerning the place of Virgil's tomb. St. Jerom and

Donatus appear on one fide; but Cluverius, followed by Mr. Addifon, on the other,

rejefts without ceremony their evidence ; and, upon the authority of Statius, tranf-

ports this monument to the other fide of die city, and the foot of Mount Vefuvius.

I ftiould with them prefer Statlus's information, were it conveyed in precife terms..

But this poet fpeaks in general only of the Chalcidlc fhores, places which experienced

the rage of Vefuvius; and fuch vague language feems merely to indicate the neighbour-

hood of Naples. St. Jerom and Donatus, on the other hand, tell us, that Virgil was

buried at the diftance of two miles from that city, and on the high road to Puteoli

;

this account is fo clear, that it cannot be miftaken. It may be reconciled with that of

Statius, and is juftiiied by the tradition of the country. Why fliould it be rejected ?'

November 22.—I read Cluverius Ital. Antiq. L. iv. Civ. p. 1164— 1171. He
treats of the ifles lying oppofite to the coafl of Campania. The two largeft appear

like advanced works, intended to guard the two promontories of the Bay of Naples.

The one is called ^naria or Pithecufa; the other is the famous Caprese.

24.]—I read Cluverius, L. iv. C.v. p. 1171

—

ii79' After having treated of the

«oafts and iflands of Campania, he proceeds to the inland country. We behold the

z' fertile
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terres. Nous y voyons les champs fertileS de Falerne et de Capoue, dont Ic

vin et le bled faifolent le revenu le plus sfTurc de la repuHique, et qui nour-

riflbient un fi grand nombre des citoyens. .Les coteaux du Mont Mafftcus

bordoient les champs de Falerne. Les anciens ont fouvent confondu ces'

deux crus. -Capoue paroit enfuite j ville orgeuilleufe, qui croyoit follement

qu'il fuffifoit d'etre riche, pour ofer lutter centre Rome. Les Remains de-

truifirent la republique de Capoue, mais lis epargnerent la ville. S'ils ne

voulurent jamais y recablir une conftitution politique, qu'ils paroifToienr

toujours redouter, les craintes domeftiques y avoient bien plus de part ouc

la politique etrangere. Dans I'affaire de Rullus, Ciceron les a confonducs

a merveille ; il avoit des raifons tres fages pour le faire.

Novembre 25.]—J'ai lu Clavier ltd. Antiq. L. iv. C. i-i, vii, viii.

p. 1 179— 1205. L'auteur decrit tout le refte de la Campanie, le territoire

des Picentins, et le pays des Samitites et des Hirpini. Ces deux pays, rem-

plis dc montagnes et peu fertiles, etoient prefque deferts du tems des Re-

mains. Cette nation n'avoit pu vaincre les Samnites qu'en les exterminant.

•Florus avoit bien raifon. On cherchoit vainement dans ces provinces I'objet

de vingt quatre triomphes. Pourquoi faut-il que je trouve encore M; Addi-

fon fur mon chemin ? mais auffi pourquoi veut-il tranfporter dans I'Ombrie

le lac ^AmpJanSluSi que Virgile a fi bien decrit? Ignoroit-il, mcprifoit-iJ,

les

fertile fields of Falernum and Capua, whofe corn and wine formed the fureft revenue

of the republic, and nourilhed a vafl multitude of citizens. The difl:ri(fl: of Faler-

num was bounded by the vineyards of Mount RIaflicus. The ancients often con-

founded thefe two growths. Capua appears next ; that proud city, whofe inhabitants

fooliflily thought that their riches would enable them to contend with Rome. The

Romans deftroyed the republic, but fpared the city: and in never re-eftablifliing its

political conftitution, an event which they always feared, they were guided rather by

a concern for the fafety of their own government, tlian by maxims of external policy.

Cicero artfully confounds thofe two objtdls in his pleadings againft Rullus; he had

good reafons for fo doing.

November 25.]—I read Cluverius Ital. Antiq. L. iv. C. vi, vii, viii. p. 11 79

—

1205. The author defcribes the remainder of Campania, and the territories of

the Picentini, Hirpini, and Samnites. Thefe two nations inhabited mountains of

little fertility, which were almoft deferts, under the Romans; who had conquered the

Samnites only by extirpating them. Florus is right. It is-impolFible to find in thefs

diftriQs objefts worthy of twenty-four triumphs. Mr. Addifon is again in my way.

Why would he place in Umbria lake Ampfandus, which Virgil had fo well de-

li H 2 fcribed ?
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les autorites de Ciceron et de Pline, qui Ic placent parmi ks Hirpini ? La

Furie ne faifoit-elle pas un choix digne de fon car-adlere, loriqu'elle fe plon-

geoit dans Ics eaux d'un lac,, quietoient fatalespour tous ceux qui ofoietny

entrer ?

J'ai acheve le trente unieme tome de la Bibliotheque Raijonnee. J'y trouvc

Le Lucien, de MM. Hemflerhuis et Gejner, qu'ils ont accompagne de tous

les fecours qui peuvenc donner du prix a une edition : des raanufcrits col-

lationnesj une verfion nouvelle, les obfervations d'un grand nombre de favans.

A I'occafion de Philopatris, ils prouvent qu'il etoit fait Ibus un empereur de

Conftantinoplcj qui permettoit qu'on infultat aux Chretiens. Cette epoque,,

qui ne convient qu'a Julien, fait tomber toutes les confequences qu'on a

voulu tirer de cet ouvrage.

—

Relation d'une MiJJion faite en Groenland, par

M. Egede, en Danois. Tout y eft curieux : I'objet du voyage, aflez rare

parmi les ProteftantSj le pays, et fes habitans. La nature y eft affreufe j les

animaux y font rates et petits. II n'y peut venir que de ces plantes qui

viennent a, leur maturite pendant un ete de deux mois, et qui peuvent fop-

porter un hyver de dix. Au dela, du foixante quatrieme degre on ne peu^

pasfaire croitre lebled; au foixante cinquieme I'efpritde vin gele. Point de

neige j tout eft en vive glace, dont les couleurs differentes egayent la fcene

au milieu d* toutes ces horreurs. Oui, I'homme eft naturellement bon :

J'en

feribed? Was he ignorant of, or did he defpife, the paflages of Cicero and Pliny

which place that lake in the country of the Hirpini? The Fury could not make a choice

more worthy of her charader, than that of plunging into a lake whofe waters proved

fatal to all who approached them.

I finifhed the thirty-firft volume of the Bibliotheque Raifonnee. It contains iw/fl«,

iy Meffrs. Hevzflerhuis and Gefner ; . accompanied with every help that can render an-

edition valuable : manufcripts collated, a new tranflation, and remarks of many of the

learned. In fpeaking of tlic Philopatris, the editors prove that it muft have been writ-

ten under an emperor of Conftantinople, who allowed the Chriftians to be infulted.

This »ra, being applicable only to Julian, deftroys all the confequences which have

been deduced from this work.

—

Account of a MiJJion into Greenland^ by Mr. Egede, m
Danilh. All here is curious : the defign of the voyage, uncommon among Protef-

tants ; the country; and its inhabitants. Nature is clad in terror; the animals are

fmall and few. No other plants can thrive, excepting thofe which ripen in a fummer of

two months, and can bear a winter often. Corn will not grow beyond the fixty-fourth

degree : beyond the fixty-fifth fpirits of wine freeze. There is not even fnow ; all is

hard ice, -whofe fparkling colours gladden this fcene of horror. Yes; man is naturally

good}
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J'cn appelle a ces Groenlandois, qui connoiflent I'amour au milieu de leurs

frimas, mais qui ne connoiflent la guerre qu'envers les animaux. lis font

parefieux, legers, fans malice, et fans verms. Les Iroquois, qui mangent

leurs prtfonniers, ont aufli des loix, des idees, des arts -, arts dont les autres

font deftitues. Compare au Groenlandois, I'lroquois efl: deja un homme
civilife. Que j'aime a voir la nature \—-'Theologie des Infelfes, far M. Lejner ;

tres curieufe.

—

Lettres du Comte d'EJirades : tres utile pour I'hiftoire des

negociations qui compofent un genre prefqu'inconnu a I'antiquite.

—

Gram-

maire Chinoife de Fourmont. Quelle preuve de la fuperiorite des Europeens !

On fait des grammaires Chinoifes a Paris : en fera-t-on jamais de Fran^oifes

a Pekin ? Je doute qu'il y ait des Mandarins qui fachentleur langue d'une

maniere auffi raifonnce que M. Fourmont.

—

Traite des. Sens, par M. k Cat^

La connoiflance des fens touche d'aflez pres a. celle de I'ame, dont ils font

les organes. M. le Cat developpe leur conftrudion, leurs fondions, et leurs

objets, avec un penetration toujours guidee par I'experience ; il m'a fait un

*plaifir indicible.

—

Hijloire univerfelle, par urte Socieie de Gens de Lettres.

€et extrait roule fur I'hiflioire des Perfes, felon les ecrivains Orientaux, que

ks editeurs prefcrent fans fagon aux Grecs. Beaucoup de favans ont ete dii

meme

good; I appeal to thefe Greenlanders, who are no ftrangers to love in the midft of their

frozen regions, but are ftrangers to war excepting againft the brute creation. They are

lazy, inconftant; exempt from ill-nature, but deftitute of great virtues. TheTroquois,who
eat their prifoners, have alfo laws, ideas, and arts; wiih which laft the Greenlanders are

unacquainted. Compared with the Greenlanders, the Iroquois are a civilized nation.

How delightful is the contemplation of nature \—Theology of InfeBs, by Mr. Lefiier .-

very curious.

—

Letters of Count cVEflrades : highly ufeful for the hiftory of negocia-

tions, a kind of hiftory ahnoft unknown to antiquity.

—

Fourmont's Chinefe Giamwar.
A ftriking proof of the fuperiority of the Europeans. Chinefe grammars are writ-
ten in Paris :

will French grammars ever be written in Pekin ? 1 am doubtful whe-
ther the Mandarins themfelves know the principles of their own language as well as
Mr. Fourmont.—y^ Treatife on the Se/ifes, by Mr. Le Cot. The knowledge of the
fenfes approaches nearly to that of the foul, of which they are the organs. Mr, Le
Cat explains their anatomy, fundions, and objefts, with penetration always guided by
experience. His work has given me a pleafure not to be defcribed The Univerfal
Hlfory, by a Society of Men of Letters. This extraa relates to the hiftory of the
Perfians, according to oriental writers ; whom the editors boldly prefer to the Greek.
Many learned men have entertained tlie fame opinion, which appears to me inde-
fenlibLe. i. In the oriental writers, the eharaaeriaics of the fabulous are predo-

miuant

;
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incme gout, qui me parok infoutenable, i. Tout reffent la fable; point dc

dironologie ; des erreurs geographiques a chaque inftant;-un merveilleux

qui fait le fends de la narrauon, au lieu d'en etre I'acceflbire. 2. II y a dans

I'hiftoire de Perfc b.eaucoup de faits fur lefquels les Grecs n'ont pu fe trom-

per, tels que le terns de I'etabliiTement de cet empire par Cyrus, et les

guerres entre les Perfcs et les Grecs. Les Orientaux ne leur font cependant

pas moins oppofes fur ces faits, qu'a I'egardde tous les autres. 3. Je fais

que les Grecs ne firent que fe montrer en Perfe, et que kurs fujets vivoient

aflez tranqiiilles fous leurs loix. . Mais les Parthes, leurs fuccefleurs, nation

Scythique, et ennemie des Perfes, dOnt ils meprifoient la moleffe, les tinrent

pendant cinq cens ans fous un joug de fer. Une incendie, un fleau paflageri

detruit.rarementles monumens d'une nation ; mais un gouvernement;dur,"oii

chaque generation du peuple vaincu, eft plus abrutie que ne I'etoient fes

peres, les fait abandonner bientotaux vers et a la pouffiere, et la verite eft

bientot etoufFee par une tradition fabuleufe. L'luftoire des rois Sallanides

n'eft point fujette a des objetflionsauffi fortes. Elle eft mieux liee, plus vrai-.

femblable, et plus conforme aux ecrivains d'Occident. Cependant apres les

.conquetes des Arabes, il s'eft ecoule quelque tems, avant que les Perfes fonge-

alTent a raflembler leurs traditions et leurs monumens.

Novembre

m'mant ; there is no attention to chronology ;
geographical errors abound ; and the mar-

-vellous forms the eflential part of the narrative, inftead of being merely an acceflbry.

2. In the hiftory ofPerfia, there are many tranfa£lions concerning which theGreeks could

not be mlftaken ; as the time of the ellabliflvment of Cyrus' empire, and the warsbetween

thePerfiansand themfelves. But thePerfian accounts differ as widely from the Greek, with

refpedl to thofe matters, as they do with refpeft to all others. 3. 1 know that the Greeks

only fhewed themfelves in Perfia, and that their eaftern fubje£ls lived quietly under

their tranfitory reign. But their fucceflbrs, the Parthians, a Scythian nation who
hated the Perfians, whofe effeminacy they defpifed, kept them during five centuries

under a yoke of iron. A conflagration, or other tranfient calamity, rarely dcflroys

fhe whole monuments of a country ; but, under a cruel government, which renders

each generation more flupid than the preceding, they crumble into dull, and become

a prey to worms ; and truth is foon ftifled under a weight of fabulous tradition. The
hiitory of the dynafty of the Saflanides is lefs liable to objeftion. It is better con-

nected, more probable in itfelf, as well as more conformable to the narratives of Eu-

ropean writers. Yet a confiderable time elapfed from fhe Arabian conqueft, before

tlie Perfians endeavoured to collect their hiftoiical monumeHts.

November
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Novembre ay.]—Le fameux faSlum de Saurin centre Roufleau m'eft

tombe entre les mains. La finguliere affaire ! pendant que des guerres et

des traites font p'refque oublies, ce proces de quelques particuliers occupe

encore la memoire, et fait agir les paffions des hommes au bout de foixante

ans. Tout ce que je trouve d'affure, c'eft que ce faElum de Saurin eft uii

grand morceau de gout et d'eloquence.

28.]—J'ai lu Clavier ltd. Antiq. L. iv. C, tx, x, xi, xii, xiii. p. 1205—

1 242. Cluvier pafle au cotes de la mer Adriatique. Les Frentani I'occupent

iin inftant. II parle enfuite de I'Yapygia des Grecs, ou I'Apulie des Romains.

II en etablit les bornes et la divifion generale. C'eft ici, a la page 1210,

que I'editeur nous inftruit que Cluvier n'a pas poufle plus loin la revifion de

fon ouvrage, et que la fuite paroitra moins limce, moins travaillee, et peut

ctre moins exacte. La delicateffe de M. Heinfius eft louable, mais je n'ai

pas encore vu la necefiite de cet avis. Nous voyons pafTer en revue toutes

ks villes de I'Apulie et de la Calabre : Arpi, Canufium, Luceria, Brundnfium^

et enfin Tarentum, qui eft traice avec un detail proportionne a fon impor-

tance.

29.]—J'ai ^mla Bibliotheque Raifonneey le tome trente deuxienie.—Recherches

Philofophiqiies de St, Hyacinthe : petit ouvrage d'un homme qui avoit bien

plus

November 27.]—I read Saurin's famous pleading againft Roufleau. How fingulat

a bufinefs is this ! While wars and negociations are almofl forgotten, this difpute-

between two private individuals is dill remembered, and after the lapfe of fixty years,

ftill foments party paffions. All I can decide is, that this performance of Saurin's is

a fine exhibition of tafle and eloquence..

28.]—I read Cluverius Ital. Antiq. L. iv. C. ix, x, xi, xii, xiii. p. 1205—1242..

He proceeds to the coaft of the Adriatic, and fpeaks fliortly of the Frentani. He
then treats of the country called Japygia by die Greeks, and Apulia by the Romans ;

giving its general divifion and limits. In page 1210 the editor apprifes us, that Clu-
verius did not proceed farther in revifing his work ; and that the remainder will appear

lefs poliflied, lefs elaborate, and perhaps lefs accurate. Heinfius' delicacy in giving

this information is commendable ; but I liave not yet difcovered its necefTity. All the
- towns of Apulia and Calabria here pafs in review ; Afpi, Canujmm, Luceria, Brtin—

dttfium, and lad of all Tareiitum, which is treated with a copioutnefs proportional to-

ils importance.

29.]—1 finifhed the thirty-fecond volume of the Bihl'wtheque Raifinnee. It contains

Pkilofophkal Refearches of St. Hyacinihe : a fmall performance, by a man who has.

more-
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plusle talent du ridicule que celui du raifonnement.

—

Traite/ur les Loix Na-

turelles, far Cumberland, traduit et commente par M. Barbeyrac -: favante re-

futation de Hobbes. Ce philofophe avoit rabaifle rhomme jufqu'a la bete;

I'autre I'eleve jufqu'aux intelligences fuperieures. L'hommc eft fait pour la

focietc (dit I'eveque) : il eft le feul entre les animaux qui rit et qui pleure.

Sans contredit, lui repond le philofophe, I'homme n'eft nullement fait pour

la fociete, puifque les enfans et les fous n'en ont pas d'idee, bien qu'ils par-

ticipent a la nature humaine.

—

Lettres de Calvin a Jacques de Bourgogne,

Seigneur d'Alais. Te voila, efprit dur et farouche. Tu te brouilles avec un

ami refpedtable, parcequ'il cherche a derober une vidime a ton zele theolo-

gique. ~A I'occafion de ces lettres, le bibliothecaire de Geneve en ecrit une

aux journaliftes, pleine de recherches curieufes, fur toute cette affaire. Cc

bibliothecaire a deja fourni plufieurs pieces au journal. Elks ne roulent que

fur des bagatelles litteraires, mais ces bagatelles font traitees avec beaucoup

de gout et d'a^xcmtnt.—'Conformites de Jejus Chrift et de St. Francois d'JJJiJe.

Barthelemi de Fife n'en avoit trouve que 40, mais cet auteur eft alle jufqu'a,

4000, la plus part ou tres triviales ou tres alambiquees. L'abfurdite de ce

livre lui donne une efpece de prix.

—

Philon, par Mangey. Philon, du premier

fiecle, cite toujours le Vieux Teftament felon la verfion d'Aquila, qui n'a

vegu que dans le fecond. C'eft une difficulte embarraffante pour les critiques.

—

Miffions

more talent for ridicule than for reafoning.

—

Cumberland's Treatife on the Laivs of

Nature, tranjlated andcommented by Barbeyrac^ A learned refutation of Hobbes. This

phllofopher had degraded man to the condition of a beaft ; the bifliop exalts him to

that of an angel. Man, Cumberland tells us, is made for fociety ; he is the only

animal that laughs and weeps. Hobbes maintains that man is not made for fociety,

becaufe children and ideots, though participating of human nature, do not know
what fociety means.—Co/wVj- Letters to Jacques de Bourgogne. Here we find you, harfli

and intra£table fpirit ! quarreUing with a refpe^lable friend, becaufe he wiflies to fnatch

a vi£tim from your theological zeal. On the fubjeft of thefe letters, the librarian of

Ceneva writes one to the reviewers, containing a curious inveftigation of the whole

bufinefs. This Ubrarian had already fupplied them with feveral otlier pieces ; which

treat indeed merely of literary trifles, but thefe trifles are written agreeably and ele-

gantly.

—

Conformities between Jeftts Chrijl and St. Francis of AJftfe. Bartholemy of

Pifa difcovered only 40, but this author caiTies the number to 4000, moft of them

trivial, or too fubtile. The abfurdity of this book gives it a kind of value.—P/^'/Vo, by

Mangey. Philo, in the firft century, always quotes the Old Teftament in Aquila's

verfion, who lived ia the fecond : a perplexing diflSculty for cniici.—MjJfions to Trati.

I J^uelar,
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Miffions du Tr<!nquei>ar. Voici le pendant du Voyage au Greenland. Tout

y eft oppofe, hormis fon objet, Les anciens ont un peu outfe les choles, mats

fi les zones torride et glaciales font habitees, le font elles par des hommes ?

Je doute que ce pays foitjamais civilife comme les zones temperces ; la raretc

et la foiblefle des animaux, et le defaut de fer, de bled, et de vin, formeront

toujours des obftacles phyfiques bien puiflans. Mais je veux lire le livre

meme. C'eft pourquoije n'en dirai pas davantage.

Novembre 30.]—J'ailu Chivier ltd. Antiq. L. iv. C.xiii,xiv. p. 1242—
1282. Apres avoir fini la Calabre, il pafle h la. Lucaitie, la feule province

de ricalie qui voyoit les deux mers. On y voit beaucoup de villes Grecques

fur les cotes, et une nation nombreufe et feroce dans I'interieur des terres,

Mais les conquetes des Romains abolirent toutes ces diftinclions. Le peu

d'habitans qui echappa a la fureur, oublia tout ce qu'il avoit etc. Le geo-

graphe voit, peut etre mieux que I'hiftorien, ce qu'il en a coute a I'univers

pour devenir Romain.

Decembre 3.]—J'ai lu Chivier. ltd. Antiq. L. iv. C. xvi, xvii. p.i^io

— 133^ i ^n du quairierne livre, et de VOuvrcge entier ; tache vraiment la-

borieufe ! J'ai- mis plus d'ardeur a I'entreprendre, que de conftance a le

foutenir. Ce petit relachement peut fe pardonner. Les details de Cluvier

font

qiular. This is the counterpart of the Voyage into Greenland ; all is oppofite in thefe

voyages, excepting the defign for which they were undertaken. The ancients went top

far in their aficrtions ; but if the frozen and torrid zones are inhabited, is it by men ?

I doubt whether thefe regions will ever be civilized like the temperate zones. The

fcarcity and weaknefs of animals, and the want of corn, wine, and iron, will always

form natural obftacles of great importance. But I intend to read the book itfelf, and

therefore leave the fubjedl at prefent.

November 30.]—Iread Cluverius, L. iv. C. xiii, xiv. p. 1242— 12S2. After finifli-

ing the fubjcct of Calabria, he proceeds to Lucania, the only province which commanded

a view of both feas. There were many Greek cities on the coaft, and a numerous and
,

ITerce people inhabited the inland country. Thefe diflentions were aboliflied by the

Roman conquefts. The few inhabitants who efcaped tlie effects of their fury, loft

all remembrance of their former condition. The geographer perhaps fees better than

the hiftorian, how dearly it coft the world to become Roman.

December 3.]—I read Cluverius Ital. Antiq. L. iv. C. xvi, xvii. p. 1320— 133S;

which concludes the fourth book, and the whole work ; a truly laborious tafk ; un-

dertaken by me with more ardour, than It was continued witji perfeverance. But in-

tervals of relaxation were pardoBable. His materials are immenfe ; Ins method per-

VOL. II. 1

1

plexed,
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font immenfes, fa mediode eft confufe, fon ftyle eft bigarre par un tifTu

prcfque continuel de citations des auteurs de tous les terns. Enfin je m'en

fuis tire, et je m'en ftiistire avec des connoilTances ties intcreffantes, etqiie

je conferverai long terns. J'ai deja remarque qitelamas prodigieux de ma-

teriaux il a rtcueillis. Siir le plus chetif endroit, tout ce que I'antiquite, ou

le moyen age ont dir, fe prcfente a fa memoire ; et un paffage n'cft pas

mieux cache a les yeux, pour etre enfoui dans un Icgendaire du dixieme fiecle,

que s'il fe trouvoit a la tete de I'EncIde. Partout il allegue fes autorites,

il les epluche, il les compare, et le refukatde cette comparaifon, ne leur eft

pas toujours favorable. Les anciens citoient beaucoup de memoire : les

livres etoient rares, les cartes geographiques I'ctoient encore davantage ; et

dans une fcience, oCi I'efprit s'egare facilementj s'il n'eft arrete par le fecours

des yeux, il leur etoit difficile d'eviter I'erreur. Le commentateur Servius

elTuye fouvent la critique de Cluvier. C'ecoit un faux favant, a qui il

arrache le mafque de fa pretendue erudition. Ses bevues ne font egalees que

par celles de I'hiftorien Appien. Mais les plus grands noms de la geographic

ancienne, ne font pasal'abri de fa cenfure : Pcolemee, qui connoiflbit mieux

rOrient quel'Occident; Strabon, qui eft quelque fois hiftorien, politique, ou

philofophe, plutot que geographe ; et Pline, qui a voulu decrire I'univers

dans trente fept petits livres, qui a fouvent facrifie la precifton a la brievete,

et

plexed, and his ftyle a motley mixture of quotations from authors of all ages. My
undertaking is now accompliflied ; and I have derived from it much ufeful knowledge,

which will not be eafily forgotten. I have already remarked his prodigious mafs of

materials. In fpeaking of the meaneft viUage, all the learning of antiquity and the

middle ages occurs to his memory : and a paffage is not more concealed from his keen

eye in a legend 'f the tenth century, than if it flood at the head of the Eneid.

Tf.icbughout, his authorities are produced, and fifted, and compared with each other;

%vA the refult of the comparifon is not always to their honour. The ancients quoted

rjten from memory. Books were fcarce ; maps ftill fcarcer; and in a fcience where

the mind is fo liable to wander without the direftion of the eye, error was unavoid-

able. Servius the commentator is often expofed toCluverius' criticifm. This pretended

fcholar is here ft^ipped of his mafli of counterfeit erudition. His abfutd millakes are

only to be equalled by thofe of Appian the hiftorian. But our author's cenfure fpares

not the greateft names of ancient geography ; Ptolemy, who knew the ea!l better than

the weft ; Strabo, who is fometimes an hiftorian, politician, or philofopher, rather

than a geographer ; and Pliny, who undertakes to defcribe the world in thirty-feveu

fmall books ; whofe brevity is often obfcurity, and who frequently fees by other men's

4 eyes.
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ct qui n'a que trop vu par des yeux etrangers, ct fouvent infiddcs. Aprcs

tanr d'experiences du peu d'exactitude des anciens, Ciuyier, moins que

perfonne, devoit foutenir leur infaillibilite. Je le vols ccpcndr.nt prevenu

de ce refpeft fuperftitieux pour les grands noms de rantiquice, qui avbic

fubjugue Tefprit de tous fes' contemporains. Quand il ne refte a Cluvier

aucune reflburce, ni d'explication, ni d'excufe, il a ccUe du moins de rejetter

I'erreur fur le copifte. Ce principe general, qu'il ne faut que ramener i'ex-

preffion a la verite, pour recablir le texte de I'auteiir, devient fecond cntrc

fes mains. Le nombre de fes corredions n'eft egale que par leur hardicflc-.

La plus part de ces correftions, me paroifient imitiies ethazardees ; maii iJ

y en a de tres heurij'.ifes. Le changement (\\ItheJis et d'Ufens en Aijis et

Aufens, epargne a Tite Live une bcvue u peine concevable, fublUtue deux

noms obfcurs, mais convenables, a deux autres beaucoup ]>lus illuftres, mais

tres deplaces ici ; et rend au Gaulois 6'^;z(?;/^j, leur veritable habitation. Les.

editcurs de Tire Live ont depuis infcre cette correi5tion dans le texte.

Decembre 5.]—J'ai acheve le trente troifihne tome de la BiMiolbeque Rai-

fonnee. J'y trouve Hijtcire de Richard de Cornoiiailles, Empereur d'Allemagne,

par M. Gebauer, Profejfeur a Gottwgen. Si cet Allemand n'avoit pas etc

fujet du roi d'Angleterre, Elefteur d'Hanovre, auroit-il jamais trouble Ic

repos d'un prince obfcur, dont le regne foible et ignore, fiit fi pernicieux a

I'Angleterre,

eyes, and thofe not always to be depended upon. After fo much experience of their Inac-

-curacy, it could hardly be expe£led that Cluverlus fliould maintain the infnllibilitv of the

ancients. But we may perceive in his work the fame fuperftitious veneration for the great

names of antiquity, which prevailed among his contemporaries. When no other excufe

for them remains, he is fure to throw the blame on tranfcribers. This principle, that the

true text need only be reftored, in order to reftore its propriety, he applies with un-
wearied diligence. The great number of his correclions is only equalled by dieir

boldnefs ; the greater part are rafh or ufelefs; but fome of them are extremely happy.

The change of Athefis and Ufens into yEfis and Aufens, rcfcued the text of Livy

from an abfurdity almoft inconceivable ; fubftituted two obfcure but fit names, inftead

of two far more illuftrious, but totally mifplaced ; and reftored the Galli Senones
to their proper habitation. This corredlion has been adopted by Livy's editors, and

admitted into the text.

December 5.]—I finidied the thirty-third volume of the Blolkthtqtie Raifonn'ee. It

contains the Life ofRichard of Corn-wall, Emperor ofGermany, by Mr. Gebauer, Prc{ij]lr at

Gottingen. Had not this German been a fubje£t of the king of Great Britain ;is E!c<3:or

of Hanover, would he ever have difturbed the allies of this obfcure prince, whofe

1 1 2 weak
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I'Angleterre, et fi inutile a rAllemagne ? Auroit-il jamais prefere ce prince

au fage roi de Caftille ?

—

Hijloire Univerjelle, par une Societe de Gens dc

Lettres. II eft queftion dans cet extrait, de I'hiftoire des Macedoniens. Elle

eft traitee avec beaucoup de favoir, de critique, et de gout. Cette Hiftoire,

Univerfelle feroit fans prix, fi tout y etoit de cette force. Je me rappelle-

avec plaifir, que j'ai forme la meme idee de ce morceau, lorfque je I'ai lu a Bath

Van 1751. J'avois alors quatorze ans.

—

Dijfertation fur tine Medaille de

Smyrne, par M. de Boze : pleine de gout et d'erudition. 11 y a des re-

cherches tres curieufes fur la primaute des villes de I'Afie.

—

Richerches fur

ies Polypes, par M. 'Trembky. Quel monde nouveau ! quel lumiere pour la

phyfique, et quelles tenebres pour la metaphyfique ! —Injiitutions de V'egece..

Les idees generales de ce Tafticien font faines j fes details fur la difcipline des

Remains, font pleins de confufion ct d'anachronifmes.

—

D'efauts Th'eologiques.

Eh qui ne les connoit pas ?

—

Cmformites entre le Cuke des Payens et celui des

Calholiqucs. MM. Warburton et Middleton font partages fur cette

queftion. Celui-ci penfe que les Chretiens les ont emprunte des Payens:

celui-la veut que les uns et les autres n'ayent confulte que les mouvemens

naturels de I'efprit humain, porte de lui-meme a toutes ces fuperftitions.

Cesfentimens, font-ils differens ? Pour vouloir, il nous faut un motif. Ces

fuperftitions

weak and ignorant reign was as pernicious to England as ufelefs to Germany ? Would
he ever have preferred this prince to the wife king of Cailile .' - Univerfal Hifory, By a

Society of Men of Letters. This extraft treats of the hiftory of the Macedonians. It

is executed with much erudition, tafte, and judgment. This Univerfal Hiftory would

be invaluable, were all its parts of equal merit. I rentember with pleafure that I

formed the fame opinion of this article when I read it at Bath in 1751. I was then

fourteen years old.

—

Dijfertathn on the Medal of Smyrna, ly Mr. Boze : replete with

erudition and tafte; containing curious refearches on the pre-eminence of the cities of

Afia.

—

Refearches on the Polypus, by Mr. Tremhley. A new world ! throwing light on

phyfics, but darkening metaphyfics.

—

Vegetius' Injiitutions. This writer on taclics has

good general notions; but his particular account of the Roman difcipline is deformed

by confufion and anachronifms.

—

Theological Faults. Who does not know them .'—

Conformity between the Pagan and Catholic Rites f Worfip. MefTrs. Warburton and

Middleton are divided on this queftion. The latter thinks that the Chriftians copied

after the Pagans. The former thinks that both followed the natural impulfe of human

fentiment, always prone to fuperftition. Thefe two opinions are not materially dif-

ferent. The will muft always be aduated by feme motive, Thefe rites were familiar

and



EXTRAITS DU JOURNAL. 24j

fuperftitions etoient familieres, dies convenoient aux Remains du quatri^mt

fiecle. lis y avoient renonce avec difficulte, ils les reprenoient avec plaifir.

Decembre 7.]—Je me fuis remis a mon recueii geographique fur I'ltalie,

que j'avois interrompu depuis quelque tems. Je le partage fuivant les

regions d'Augufte, et j'y fais entrer, fur chacun de ces chefs, ce que je trouve

de plus curieux dans mes lectures. Mon voyage d'ltalie ne peut manquer

de le groffir beaucoup ; et a mon retour en Angleterrc, j'efpere me

trouver en etat d'en tirer une defcription de I'ltalie ancienne, qui fera le

refultat de mes etudes, de mes reflexions, et de mes obfervations. C'eft un

ouvrage encore a faire, et dont I'ltalie de Cluvier de difpenfe point, i. Clu-

vier eft trop diffus. Nous nc fommes plus dans le fiecle du travail, oij les

ledures n'avoient d'attrait, qu'a proportion de leur difficulte, et de leur

etendue. Les gens de kttres de nos jours s'eftrayent plus facilement, et

deux in folio font un objet tres redoutable. Pour peu qu'on ait cependanC

de curiofice, on ne fauroit fe contenter de ces abreges decharnes, qui ne

nourilTent ni Tefprit, ni la memoire. Un ouvrage done qui tiendroit le

milieu entre Cluvier et Cellarius, feroit natureliement goute. 2. Mais un

bon abrege de Cluvier ne fuffiroit point. Pour abreger, il faut conferver les

proportions de I'original, et celles de Cluvier ne font pas toujours juftes.

Sans lui reprocher beaucoup d'endroits trop etendus, ou trop etrangles,

troia

and fuitable to the Romans of the fourth century. They had renounced tliem with

reluftance ; they refumed them with pleafure.

Decembre 7.]— I returned to my geographical collection on Italy, which had been

a {hort time interrupted. I divide the country according to the regions of Augullus,

introducing under each region the moll interefting particulars that occur in the courfe

of my reading. This colleftion cannot fail being much augmented by my travels in

Italy •, and, at my return to England, I liope to be able to give a defcription of an-

cient Italy, which will be the joint refult of my ftudies, refledlions, and obfervations.

Such a work flill remains to be written ; that of Cluverius by no means fupplying its

place. I. Cluverius is too difFufe. We live not in that age of inJuftry, when ftudies

were valued in proportion to their extent and difficulty. Our men of letters are afraid

to encounter two volumes in folio. Yet thofe who have curiofity, cannot be contented

with luch meagre abridgments as enrich neither the undcrftanding nor memory. A
book holding the middle place between Cluverius and Cellarius would fuit the public

tafle. 2. An abridgment of the former would not anfwer the purpofe. In abridg-

ments the proportions of the original mufl be preferved ; and thofe of Cluverius are

not always accurate. Without reproaching him with excefTive difFullon in fome parts,

: and
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trois objcts gcneraux meritoient bien qu'il en fit mention : les divifions des

provinces par Augufte et fes fuccefleurs, les grands chemins de I'ltalie, et la

topographic de la ville de Rome. 'A peine paroit-il s'en appergevoir. Jc

fens que Cluvier n'etoit pas oblige de prevenir les decouvertes de notre fiecle

;

mais c'eft un bonheur pour un ecrivain plus recent, de pouvoir profiter dc

la connoiflance plus exadle, que nous avons des mefures itineraires, et dc

pouvoir orner Ion ouvrage, de la fleur de deux nouveaux genres d'crudition,

les monumens Etrufques et ceux i^Herculaneum. 3. Le Latin n'eft plus la

langue de lectres ; le Latin de Cluvier n'a jamais cte la iangue de gens de

o-out. Le public verroit avec plaifir, qu'au lieu de cette chaine de citations,

un bon ecrivain fondit enfemble toutes fes autorites, pour en former une

narration claire, methodique, et intereffante. Quelque fois ncaaraoins je

conferVerais les propres paroles de mes auteurs ; mais je ne le ferais quTi

I'co'ard des poetes, dont I'exprePlon fait fouvent le merite principal, et dont

les images riantes cgayeroient de terns en terns, la fechereffe d'une defcription

geographique. 4. Je fuivrois Strabon plutot que Pline. Dans les divifions

o-enerales, et les nomenclatures, je tacherois de mettre tout I'ordre et toute la

nettete dont je fuis capable ; mais j'envifagerois d'un oeil phiiofophe, I'inte-

,rieur de I'habitation, et les habitans eux memes, apres avoir decrit et partagc

la

and contra£l:ioii even to torture in others, three obje£ts are totally omitteil, which

furely merited his attention : the divifion of the provinces by Augudus and his fuc-

ccfTors -, the great roads of Italy, and the topography of the city of Rome. Cluverius

is fcarcely fenfible of thefe omifTions. He was not indeed obhged to anticipate the

difcoveries of the prefent.age; but it happens fortunately for a more- modern writer,

that it is in his power to avail himfelf of a more accurate knowledge of itinerary

meafures, and to enrich his work with the firft fruits of two new difcoveries, the

Tufcan monuments and thofe of Herculaneum. 3. Latin is no longer the language

even of learning, and Cluverius's Latin was never the language of tafle. The public

would be pleafed to fee his broken chain of quotations melted down by a good writer

into a clear, methodical, and intereftlng narrative. Sometimes I would preferve,

however, the very words of my authorities, when they happened to be poets whofe

ftyle often forms their principal merit, and whofe fmiling images would enliven ihe

dryrrefs lii geographical defcription. 4. I would follow Strabo rather than Pliny.

To my general divifions and tables 1 would endeavour to give all the neatnefs and

perfpicuity poffible ; while I examined with the eye of a philofopher the interior of the

country and the manners of its inhabitants ; the pioduftions of art and nature, as far

as they were known to the ancients j the migration of tribes, their laws and charac-

ter.
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la furface, les productions de la nature et de Tare, autant qu'elles nous font

connues par les anciens, les migrations des peuples, leurs loix, et leur carac-

tere. Parmi tant d'objets fi intereflans pour un philofophe, je faifirois toutes

les occafions que mon fujet me fourniroitj de rechercher, quand et jufqu'a

quel point la configuration du pays, le climat, la fituation ont influe fur les

moeurs des habitans, et fur les evenemens qui leur font arrives. 5. Les

methodes font aflez arbitraires. Celle que je fuivrois me paroit facile et

lumineufe. Apres avoir etabli quelques preliminaires, je me placerois fur Ic

Mont Palatin avec Romulus, et, commen^ant par le berceau de la nation,

et le premier poma-riurn de la ville, j'en parcourrois les quartiers difFcrens.

Dans la dcfcription de I'italie, je fuivrois I'ordre des conquetes desRomains,

etj'obferverois la divifion des regions d'Augufte. Je derogerois feulement a
'

cette divifion a I'egard du pays des Sabins, que je ferois oblige de detacher

du Sarmiuin, pour le mettre a la tete du Latium. Au moyen d'un change-

ment auffi leger, je concilierois ces deux objets, et le lecteur fuivroit fans

peine les armes des Romains, et la narration de Tite Live. Un ouvrage de

cette efpece, s'il etoit bien execute, feroit fans doute accueilli du public. II

pourroit enrichir un libraire, paffer a la dixieme edition, et devenir un livre

claQique pour les colleges, les voyageurs, et meme pour les gens de lettres.

L'auteur, cependant, auroic tort de s'enorgueillir d'un fucces qu'il ne devroit

qu'a

ter. Amidft fo many interefting objects, I would feize every opportunity of invefti-

gating how far public tranfa£lions and manners were affected by local fituation and

climate. 5. Arrangements are arbitrary. The method vjhich I {hould follow, ap-

pears to me natural and luminous. I would place myfelf with Romulus on the Palatine

Mount, and thus proceed to the different quirters of Rome, from the cradle of the

nation to the firfl pomcerium of the city. In defcribing Italy, I would follow the

progrefs of Roman conquefts, and pay particular attention to its divifion by Auguftus

into regions -, with this one exception, that I would feparate tlie territory of the Sa-

bines from Samnium, and put it at the head of J^atium. By this fmall alteration I

would reconcile ihe two principles of my arrangement; and the reader would eaCly

follow the progrefs of Roman arms, and Livy's hifiory. A work of this kind, well

executed, would be favourably received by the public. It might enrich a bookfcller,

pafs through ten editions, and become aclaffical bookwitlrftudents In colleges, travel-

lers, and even men of letters. The author, however, would do wrong to value hiin-

felf on a performance, which owed its whole fuccefs to the nature of tlie fubject,

induftry, and method. To fpeakonlyof my owneflay, die production of my youth,

written
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qu'a la nature de fon fujet, a fon travail, et a un efprit jufte et mctho-

dique. Pour ne parler que de moi meme, mon eflai, ouvrage de jeunefle,

fait dans deux mois, et oublie dans quatre, annonce plus de genie original,

que ne pourroit faire un pareil traite. Des deux pivots de la reputation, la

difKculte et I'utilite du travail, cclui-ci eft le plus fur, mais le moins flateur.

Decembre 9.—J'ailu la Bibliotbeque Raijoiinee, le tome trentc quatre ; fartie

p-eniiere. J'y trouve trois Traites par M. Harris, fur I'Art, fur la Muftq'ue,

et la Peinture ; et Jur le Souvrain Bonheur. C'eft un grand admirateur de

Platon et d'Ariftote, qui lui ont appris une methode fcientifique de debiter

des chofes communes, et un enthoufiafme fur le beau, le vrai, et les ver-

tueux, qui lui tient quelquefois lieu d'idees precifes. C^s defauts regnent

furtout dans le premier et le dernier des trois difcours, Le fecond, rempli

d'obfervations juftes, et de diftindions fines, eft plus dans le gout de la phi-

lofophie moderne.

—

Hiftoire Naturelk des Aheilles, tiree des Ouvrages de M.
de Reaumur : tout eft dans le meilleur goiit ; le choix du fujet, la finefle,

I'abondance et la fingularite des obfervations, les agremens du ftyle et de

I'arrangement, donnent le plus grand interet a ce petit livre.

II.]—J'a lu le trente cinquieme tome de la Bibliotheqtie Raijonnee. J'y

trouve Hiftoire Univerjelle : cet extrait contient la vie d'Alexandre : mais un

bon

written in two months, and forgotten in four, yet does it (hew more originality of

genius, than would be required for fuch a geographical performance. Of the two

fources of literary fame, difficulty and utility, the fecond is the fureft, though the

leaft flattering to vanity.

December 9.]—I read the BiUiotheque Ra'ifonn'ee, volume thirty-four, part firft. It

contains thiTe treatifes of Mr. Harris, on the fubje<5ls of art, mufic and painting, and

happinefs. He is a great admirer of Plato and Ariftotle, from whom he has learned

to exprefs common-place thoughts in technical language ; and an enthufiafm for the

beautiful, the true, and the virtuous, which are often fubftitutcd with him for precifion

of ideas. Thefe faults chiefly prevail in the firft and third of thofe eflays. The fecond,

containing many juft obfervations and nice diftinilions, is more conformable with the

tafteof modern philofophy.

—

Natwal HiJIcry of Bees, extraSfedfrom the Works of Mr.

Reaumur: written in the bell tafte; the choice of the fubjedt, the refinement, co-

pioufnefs, and Angularity of die obfervations, the beauties of ftyle and arrangement,

all contribute to raife the value of this little performance.

II.]— I read the thirty-fifth volume of the Bibliotheque Rafonnec. It contains

An ExtraB from the Uiiiverfal Hifory, concerning the Lfe of Alexander. A good

compiler would not have expatiated on a life fo well known. A few fedions would have

fufficed.
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bonjournallfte, aiiroit-il jamais donne un grand abreged'une vie aufTi connue?

II en auroic fallu detacher deux ou trois traits. Ces journalifles font la memc

chofe dans ce volume, a I'occafion de I'Hiftoire Romaine de Crevier. Cet

ufage multiplie inutilement les livres, rcbute le ledeur, ct n'eft avantageux

qu'aux libraires.

—

^dnze Sermonsfur les Devoirs Sociaux, par le DaSJcur De-

lany : cet hiftorien de David a Tefprit un peu trop alamblque, mais il dit dc

tres bonnes chofes. Son difcours centre le vice trop commun de ne point

payer fes dettes, eft un morceau auffi excellent qu'il eft neuf.

—

Bibliotbeque

Frafifoife, par I'Abbe Goujet, les tomesfeptieme et hiiitihne : c'eft la fuite d'un

ouvrage curieux.

—

Lettre dii Bibliothecaire de Geneve fur Jean Fauft : cet

exceUent correfpondant du journal, prouve aflez bien que I'inventeur de I'im-

primerie mourut de la pefte a Paris.— Voyage au Nordy par M. Outhier

:

c'etoit un des compagnons de M. de Maupertuis. Ce voyage a ete furement

utile pour I'aftronomie, mais la geographic ne lui doit pas grand-chofe.—

Dijfertation fur les Lnprecations de David. II s'agit de prouver que David

pouvoit fouhaiter la deftruftion de fes ennemis, et fc rejouir de leurs maux,

fans blefter la douceur et la charite. La tache eft difficile, Un homme ne

peut qu'y echouer. Un homme de bon fens, ne I'auroit point entreprife.

Decembre 17.]—Je m'etois aflez mal occupc depuis quelques jours des

Memoires de I'Abbe de Montgon, en huit volumes in 1 2mo. grand format,

petit

fufficed. Thefe compilers commit the fame fault with regard to Crevler's RomaaHiftory.

This pra£lice multiplies ufelefs books, difgufts their readers, and enriches none but

bookfellers.

—

Sermons on the Social Duties, by DoBor Delany. This hiftorian of David

favours much of the enthufiaft ; but he fays excellent things. His difcourfe againft the

common vice of not paying our debts, is a performance as excellent as it is new.—
Bibliotheqiie Fra7icoife, by the Abbe Goujet ; volumes feventh and eighth : the continuation

of a curious work.

—

A Letter of the Librarian of Geneva, concerning John Faujius.

This excellent correfpondent of the Review clearly proves that the inventor of printing

died at Paris cf the plague.

—

A Voyage to the Northy by Mr. Outhier. He was one of

the companions of Mr. INIaupertuis. This voyage, or journey, was furely ufeful to

aftronomy ; but geography gained little by it.

—

Dijfertation on David's Curfes. The
author attempts to prove that David might wifh for the deftruction of his enemies,

and rejoice in their calamities, without offending againft charity. The talk is difficult,

any man would fail in 'performing it ; by a man of fenfe it would not have been un-

dertaken.

December 17.]—I employed myfelf very ill for feme days, wfth the Memoirs of

Abbe Montgon, in eight volumes lame i2mo. fmall letter, and very thick volumes.

VOL. II.
'

K K Tlic
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petit caractcre, et les volumes tres cpais. II y a de quoi lafler la patience

de rAllemand le plus determine j huit volumes qu'on auroit ,reduit le plus

facilement du monde a cent pages ! Tout ce qui regardoit I'Abbe de

Montgon, lui paroiflbit meriter I'attention de I'Europe entiere. II lui faut

cinquante pages pour une converfation avec I'Archeveque d'Amida, cent

pages pour une intrigue de la Duchefle de St. Pierre et du Comte de Rot-

tembourg, et ainfi a proportion. Je vois que les ennemis de I'Abbe lui

reprochoient deux defauts, une humeur tracafficre, qui voyoit partout des

ennemis chimeriques, et une ambition demefuree. Je foupconne bien qu'il

en ecoit quelque chofe, et que la cabale du Cardinal de Fleury, reflembloit

beaucoup a la cabale chimcrique de Jurieu. Pourquoi ce Cardinal lui en

vouloit il ? Montgon ne devoit pas etre I'objet de fa vengeance, et encore

moins celui de fa crainte, ou de fa jaloufie. C'eft cependant pour nuire a

cet homme, que le Cardinal de Fleury fait agir pendant cinq ans, des reiforts

prefqu'invifibleSj et qu'il transforme en laches et en fripons I'Archeveque

d'Amida, laDuchefle de St. Pierre, le Marquis de Braneas, etle Comte de

Rottembourg ; tous tres honnetes gens, de I'aveu de Montgon. Pour fon

ambition, elle paroit aflez a decouvert. Un faint ecclcfiaftique ne fonge a

quitter lix retraite, que pour aller partager celle d'un grand roi j c'etoit deja

The decided patience of a German would be tired with eight large volumes which,

with the greateft facility, might be reduced to an hundred pages. Whatever con-

cerns the Abbe Montgon appears to himfelf to deferve the attention of all Europe.

Fifty pages are confumed in a converfation with the Archbifhop of Amida ; one

hundred pages in an intrigue between the Duchefs of St. Pierre and Count Rottem-

bourg ; the other parts are in due proportion. The Abbe's enemies, I perceive, accufe

him of two faults ; a boundlefs ambition, and a fufpicious temper, which was always

haunting him with imaginary enemies. I am inclined to think the accufations jufl j

and that Cardinal Fleury's cabal was as chimerical as that of Jurieu. Why {bould the

Cardinal have been the Abbe's enemy ? Montgon did not deferve to be the objeft of

his vengeance, ftill lefs of his hatred or jealoufy. Yet to hurt this man, the Cardinal

during five years employs concealed and almofl: invifible inilruments, and transforms

into rogues or cowards the Archbifhop of Amida, the Duchefs of St. Pierre, the

Marquis of Braneas, and the Count of Rottembourg ; v/ho, according to the Abbe,

had all of them formerly been very honeft people. His ambition appears very mani-

feft. A holy ecclefiaftic does not think of quitting his retreat, but with a view to

become the attendant of a great king. This was an inclinatian which he ought to

have diftrufted. Before his departure, this prince remounts his throne. What had

9 the

I
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un mouvement dont il auroit du fe defier. Avant fon depart, ce prince re-

monte fur le trone. Qu'alloit-il faire a fa cour ? II s'y rend cependant, fe

plonge dans les affaires du fiecle, et toiite la devotion que j'appergois dans la

fuite de I'ouvrage, fe reduit a quelques paflages de I'ecriture, dont il fe fert

centre fes ennemis. Je conviens que notre Abbe fuivoit fa vocation. II

avoit I'cfprit des affaires j ie genie un peu trop minutieux ; mais au rcfte, de

la finefle, de la prudence, et de la nettete a deduire fes raifons. Les deux

chofes les plus intereflantes que j'aye trouvedans cetouvrage, font:— i. Un
tableau fort curieux de la courd'Efpagne, apresle traite de Vienne, qui unit

par les liens les plus etroirs, deux princes qui s'etoient difpute un couronne

avec Tanimofite la plus vive. La cour de Vienne y dupa cclle de Madrid.

Au moyen d'un manage chimerique, qu'on montroit dans I'eloignement,

elle en tiroit des fommes immenfes, pendant qu'elle ftipuloit des avantages

ties reels pour fon commerce. L'ambafladeur Autrichien, le Comte de

Konigfeck, gouvernoit I'Efpagne en premier miniftre. II poufla fon credit

jufqu'a faire verifier au confeil de Caftille, les lettres patentes de quelques

Grands que Charles VI. avoit eleve a ce rang, pour les efforts qu'ils avoient

fait contre la tyrannic du Due d'Anjou. 2. On voit clairement par la com-

miffion qu'on donna a fAbbe, quel fond Ton doit faire fur la renonciation de

la branche d'Anjou a la couronne de France, et qu'elle nc manqueroit point

- de

the good Abbe to do at his court ? Yet he goes there, plunges hito worldly affairs,

and the only figns of devotion that lean difcover in the fequel of his work, confift in

fome paflages of fcripture, which he appHes to his enemies. I acknowlege that our

Abbe followed his natural vocation. He had a turn for bufinefs ; and, tliough

too fond of minutiie, was not deficient in addrefs, prudence, and perfuaGon. The
two moft interefting parts of his work are, I . The curious pifture of Spain after the

treaty of Vienna, which united in the clofefl: amity two princes, v>ho had difputed a

crown with the fierceft animofity. The court of Madrid was the dupe of that of

Vienna. By means of a chimerical marriage fliewn in dldant profpect, Aultriadrew

vafl fums from Spain, at the fame time that flie gained real advantages for her com-
merce. Tlie Auftrian ambaflador, Count Konigfeck, governed Spain with the au-

thority of a firft minifter. His weight was fo great, that he caufed the council of

Caftile to confirm the letters patent whicli Charles VI. hid granted to fome Spaniards,

creating them Grandees, in reward of their fervices in refilling the .tyranny of the

Duke of Anjou. 2. The commiiTion granted to the Abbe fhews clearly, how little

dependance is to be had on the renunciation made by the houfe of Anjou of its rights

to the crown of France ; and that thefe rights would be enforced on the firft favoura-

KK ; ' b!c
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de falre valoir fes droits, fi I'occafion s'en prefentoit. II eft vrai que cette

occafion eft beaucoup plus eloignee a prefent, qu'elle ne I'etoit alors. Le

ftyle de I'Abbe Montgon eft fans exaftitudf, et fans interet, celui d'ua

homme qui ne connoit ni les graces, ni les regies de fa langue. Quels moti

que ceux de Dejpoticite et de Stoicite

!

Decembre 19.]—J'ai lu Claudii Rutilii Numantiani Iter., L. i. V. i

—

644; et L. it. V. I—68. C'eft tout ce qui nous refte de cet ouvrage, qui

contenoit deux livres complccs, Je I'ai lu dans \tJecond tome des Poetje Mi-

nores Latirii de Burman, a Leide, 17J1. C'eft un des Variorum d'HoUande,

ou le texte s'appergoit a peine a travers les commentaires. Les 700 vers de

Rutilius occupent pres de 200 pages in 4to. qui font heriflees des commen-

taires de Simler, de Caftalio, de Pithasus, de Sitzmanus, et de Barthius.

Cependant Rutilius n'eft point un auteur difficile ; je n'ai eu befoin d'eclair-

ciflemens qu'une ou deux fois : je les ai cherches, et je n'ai rien trouve. Je

connoiflbis trop les critiques pour m'en etonner. L'auteur de ce petit poeme

vecjut fous I'Empereur Honorius, qui I'avoit eleve aux premiers emplois ; il

avoit ete Conful, Prefet du Precoire, et Gouverneur de Rome. II etoit

Gaulois de naiflance. Ce fut le 9 Odlobre 416, A. U. C. 1169 *, qu'il

s'embarqua a Oftie pour retourner dans fa patrie. La relation qu'il nous a

laifTee

ble opportunity. It is true that fuch an opportunity is much lefs likely to occur now,

than it was then. The Abbe Montgon's ftyle is inaccurate and uninterefting -, that of a

man unacquainted with the beauties and rules of his own language. What ftrange

words are Defpoticitef Stoicite !

December 19.]—I read Claudii Rutilii Numantiani Iter, L. i. V. i—644 ; and L. ii.

V. \—68. This is all that remains of a work that contained two complete books. I

read it in Burman's Edition of the Poeta Latini Mi/iores, Leiden, 1731 ; one of thofe

Dutch editions, cum notis Variorum, in which the text only peeps out amidfl a heavy

mafs of commentary. The 700 verfes of Rutilius are fpread over 200 4to. pages,

crowded with the remarks of Simler, Caftalio, Pitha^us, Sitzmanus, and Barthius,

Yet Rutilius is not a difficult author; once or twice only I ftiouldiiave been glad of an

explanatory note ; I looked for it in vain, but knew commentators too well to be fur-

prized at the difappointment. The author of this little poem lived under the Em-

peror Honorius, by whom he had been raifed to the firft employments. He was Con-

ful, Prxfedus PrsEtorio, or Governor of Rome : being a Gaul by birth, he embarked

at Oftia the 9th Odober 416, A. U. C. 1 169 *, to return to his native country. The

account which he has left us of his voyage along the coafts of Etruria and Liguria is

impcrfeil, concluding at the town of Luna. His work may be confidered in relation,

* CI. Rutilii, Iter. L, i. 183.205.
1. to
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laiflce de ce voyage le long des cotes de rEtrurle et de la Ligurie, eft iropar-

faite, et finit ala ville de Luna. On peut envifager cet ouvrage par rapport;

I. All fujet. 2. Au ftyle et a la poelie : et 3. Au caraftere perfonel de

rauteiir. i. Si Rutiliiis avoit retranche ks i3o premiers vers de fon

poeme, on le lui auroit pardonne. Apres avoir expofe iin pen de mots le

fujet de fon voyage, et les regrets qu'il a eprouves en quittant Rome, le

theatre de fes honneurs, et fa noiivelle patrie, il fe jette fur les eloges de la

capitale, et de I'empire de cette ville eternelle, a qui Jupiter n'avoit point

alTigne de 11 mites, et qui devoit regner fur tous les peuples, et fur tous les

fiecles. Pour remplir dignement cette idee, il falloit etre grand poete ; et

Rutilius n'eft qu'un froid declamaceur, qui s'epuife a chercher des lieux

communs, au lieu de trouver dans la nature et dans fon genie tous les grands

traits de fon objet. Je penfe meme qu'un grand poete auroit evi:e celui-ci.

Ce n'ttoitpas fous le regne d'Honorius, qu'il falloit peindre la force de I'em-

pire Remain. Ses forces I'avoient abandonne depuis long tems ; mais fon

antiquite et fon etendue infpiroient une forte de veneration et meme de

terreur, a fes voifins, et le foutinrent encore. Cette illufion fut enfin

diffipee. Peu a peu les barbares le connurent, le mepriferent, et le de-

truifirent. La Grande Bretagne fe detacha de I'empire; les Goths, les

Vandales, et les Sueves, inonderent les plus belles provinces de I'Efpagne

et les Gaules ; et lorfque Rutilius ecrivit, il y avoit fix ans qu'Alaric s'etoit vu

maitre

I. to its fubjeft; 2. its ftyle and poetry; 3. the perfonal chara<fler of its author.

I, If Rutilius had lopped ofF the firft 180 verfes of his poem, the reader would not

have been a lofer. After briefly mentioning the objeft of his voyage, and his forrow

at leaving Rome, his adopted country, and the fcene of his honours, he expatiates on

the glory of the capital, that eternal city, to whofe empire Jupiter had not affigned any

limits, and which was deftined to reign over all nations, ami during all ages. Such a

fubjedt required a truly poetical genius ; and Rutilius is only a cold declaimer, who
ftrains his faculties to firing common-place thoughts, without finding in nature and

himfelf colours fitted to adorn his theme. This theme indeed would not have been

chofen by a judicious writer ; for the reign of Honorius was not a proper period for

defcribing the greatnefs of Rome ; a greatnefs long fince fallen to decay. A venera-

tion, and even terror, for her name, had been fupported by her antiquity and extent

of empire. But the illufion was now over. The barbarians gradually knew, defpifed,

and deftroyed her. Great Britain fep.irated from the empire; the Goths, Vandals,

and Suevi overflowed the finefl provinces of Spain and Gaul ; and when Rutilius

wrote, Alaric had already been for fix years maftcr of Rome. I acknovvledgs that

our
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maitre de Rome. Je conviens que notre poete, qui voyoit tous ces mal-

heurs, a pris la feule tournure qui lui reftoit; fans les difTimuler, il les op-

pofe aux journees de Cannes et d'Allie, pour faire fentir que Rome n'eprouvoii;

jamais de revers, que pour s'en relever encore plus floriflante. Comparaifon

foible et fauffe. Tout etoit change depuis les guerres Puniques. Du terns

deRutilius, tous lesreffortsdu gouvernement etoit ufes ; le caradere national,

la religion, les principes des loix, la difcipline militaire ; tout jufqu'au fiegc

de Tenipire et a la langue meme, fuccomboit fous le terns et les revolutions,

ou n'exiftoit deja plus. II etoit difficile que cette empire fe relevat, mais

quand il auroit eu ce bonheur, c'ctoit plutot I'empire de Conftantinople ou de

Ravenne, que celui de Rome. Une chofe qui auroit du faire fentir a

Rutilius, combien fes eloges etoient depourvus de verite et de vraifemblance,

c'eft I'image fauffe et confufe, qu'il fe forme de Rome perfonalifee. Du
terns de Virgile, elle auroit etejufte. Rome, regardce comme une deefle

qu'on invoquoit dans fes temples, exiftoit pour les peuples aufli bien que

pour les poetes. Mere des citoyens, m.aitreffe des provinces, elle reprefen-

toit cet empire qui lui obeiffbit. Mais lorfque I'empire n'etoit plus qu'un

afTemblage de pays foumis au meme prince, Rome lui etoit devenue etran-

gere, et cette ville, reduite a fon idee phyfique, ne reprefentoit plus rien que

des

cur poet, who was fenfible of thefe calamities, endeavours ingenioufly to difiemble

their difgvace; comparhig them with the defeats of AlHa and Cannjc, to fhew that

Rome never fuffered a reverfe of fortune without rifing more vigorous from the fhock.

But the comparifon is feeble and falfe. Since the Punic wars, circumftances were

totally changed. In the time of Rutilius, the fprings of government were worn

cut j the national character, religion, laws, military difcipline, even the feat of the

empire, and the language itfelf, had been altered or deftroyed, under the imprefTion

of time and accident. It would have been diflicuk to revive the empire ; but even

could that have been efFe£ted, it would have been the empire of Conftantinople or

Ravenna, rather than that of Rome. Rutilius might have felt how deftitute his pane-

gyric was of truth or probability, from the falfe and confufed ideas excited by his

perfonification of Rome. In the time of Virgil, this figure would have been natural.

Rome, regarded as a goddefs, and invoked in temples, had an exiftence in the opi--

iiion of the multitude as well as in the fancy of poets. As the mother of the citi-

zens, and the miftrefs of the provinces, her name recalled the image of her empire :

but when this empire confiiled in an aflemblage of nations, fubjetl to the fame prince,

Jlome was no longer its fovereign ; and this city, reduced to an idea merely phyfical,

reprefented nothing more but walls, temples, and houfcs, built on feven hills and on

the
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des miirs, des temples, et des maifons baties fur fept montagnes, et fituces

fur les bords du Tybre. Le refte du voyage de Rutilius, eft d'un plus grand

prix. Ce font des objets plus fimples, mais plus reels, qu'il a vus avec un

efprit d'obfervation, et qu'il dccrit avec cet air de verite et de vivacite, qui

diftingue toujours ce qui eft le refultat de notre experience, des fruits de la

lefture, de la meditation, ou de I'invention. On voyage fort a fon aife avec

Rutilius ; on parcourt les cotes de I'Etrurie deja prefque deferte j on voit les

ruines des villes, le coup d'ceil du pays et tous les lieux que I'art, ou la na-

ture avoient tire de la foule. Le voyageur n'oublie point les ifles du voiCnage

;

et la curiofite I'engage plus d'une fois a. penetrer dans I'interieur des terres.

II cgaye de terns en terns la fecherefle d'un poeme didaftique, par des di-

grefllons liees avec fon fujet *, et qui ne Ten eloignent pas trop : le caradtere

de Lepidiy I'origine de I'ufage du fer, la religion Juive, les moines Chretiens,

&c. Je le loue de n'avoir pas admis le merveilleux dans fa relation, toute

ferieufe qu'elle eft. En effet, il convient mal dans un poeme, oij I'auteur

park de lui meme. Notre imagination aime ce merveilleux, notre raifon le

rejette. A confiderer cette foi conditionelle que nous avons, cette illufion

imparfaitc qui nous domine dans les ouvrages de fiflion, on croiroit voir un

* J'enexcepte rinveftive contre Stilicon, L. ii. 41,

conflit

the banks of the Tyber. The remainder of Rutilius' voyage is damped with a higher value.

The objefts which he defcribes have not only more fimplicity, but alfo more reality ;

and as they were obferved with attention, they are painted with thofe colours of trutli

and nature, v/hich always diftinguifh the refult of experience from the fruit of ftudy

and invention. By a diftincl and eafy road he condufts us along the coaft of Etruria,

which was become almoft a defert ; he points out the ruins of cities, the beauties of the

laiidfcape, and all thofe places which were diftinguifhed either by art or nature. Our
traveller.forgets not the neighbouring ides ; and hiscuriofity leads him more than once

into the interior of the country. The drynefs of a didactic poem is occafionally en-

livened by digreffions either immediately, or not too remotely connected with tlie

fubjeclf ; fuch as the character of the Lepidi, the difcovery of the ufe of iron, the

Jewifh religion, and the Chriftian monks. He is worthy of commendation for not

giving to his narrative, ferious as it is, too much of the marvellous ; which never

becomes a poem, where the author is his own hero. The man-ellous is pleafin y to

our fancy, but is rejected by our reafon. When we confider that conditional faith and
imperfect delufion with which we are affeded in works of fidion, it fhould feera as if

J- I except his inveftive againft StUico, L. ii. v. 41.

tlicre
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conflit de deux puiflances ennemies ; ctat de fufpenfe, qui ne peut fubfifter

que par reioignement, I'obfcurite, ou le merveilleux des garants et des

afteurs. Defque le poetp ferpit a la fois I'un et I'autre, il nous rameneroit

trop a I'ordre commun des chofes, et notre illufion volontaire auroic de la

peine a fe foutenir.

2. L'ouvrage de Rutiiius fe fiiit lire avec plaifir. II eft intereflant et utile ;

mais pourquoi ecrire en vers? C'etoit faire violence a fon genie et a Ion

fujet. La relation d'un voyage convenoit au piiilofophe, a I'homme d'cfprir,.

' au bon ecrivain, mais elle n'a aucun rapport avec le poete. Lorfqu'on veut

traiter'en vers, un fujet tout uni et tout fimple, il n'eft prefque pas poITible

de conferver a la fois le ton des chofes et celui de la verfification. Celui la

ne demande, il ne comporte meme que la nettete, la facilite, et quelques

ornemens difpofes avec art et menages avec foin. Celui-ci, qui doit fuppofer

renthoufiafme cliez le poere, et I'exciter chez le ledleur, ne cherche que

Tenergie et I'harmonie, et leur facrifie fans peine toutes les beautes d'un

ordre inferieur. La poefie a fon langage particulier. II ne convient qu'aux

grands mouvemens de I'ame. Ce n'eft done que pour eux qu'il eft fait.

Le poete qui cherche a I'employer dans un fujet qui lailTera Tame tranquille

ct fans fenfation, fe trouvera place cntre deux ecueils qu'il ne pourra gueres

eviter.

there was a conflift of two hoftile powers, by which the mind is kept in a ftate of

fufpence, that can only be maintained by diftance and obfcurity, and an air of myflery

hanging over either the aflor or the author. When the poet unites both characters in

his own perfon, we are difpofed to examine his narrative by the maxims of, experience;

and our voluntary delufion cannot, without the greateft difficulty, be fupported.

a. Rutiiius' voyage is read with pleafure ; it is interefting and ufeful ; but why
was it written in verfe ? Poetry feems equally to mifbecome the fubjcft and the ge-

nius of the author. The narrative of a voyage comes very properly from a philofo-

pher, a man of parts, or a fine writer, but has no connexion with verfe. When we

attempt to adorn with numbers a fubje£l plain and fimple, it is fcarcely poflible that

our ftyle (hould not be either unpoetical or improper. The fubjedl requires eafe,

perfpicuity, precifion, and fome ornaments introduced feafonably, and with a fparing

hand. But the poet, in order to afle£l: his reader with enthufiafm, nuift firft feel it

himfelf; he mull aim at energy of expreffion and harmony of numbers; and be

willing to facrifice to them all beauties of an inferior order. The language of poetry

-fuits only thofe flrong paffions of the foul, by which it was originally produced ; and

he who attempts to employ this language on topics which leave the mind in tranquil-

4 Jity,
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evitcr. II echoucra tour a tour contre I'un et I'autre. Ici la force de fon

coloris, defigurcra la fimplicite de fon objet, an lieu de rembellir. La le

poete ne fe fera fentir que par I'liarmonie des vers, pendant que les expref-

fions feront froides et proiaiques. Toutes ces reilexions conviennent au voy-

a<ye de Rucilius. Ses idees font ingenieufes, placees avec art, et rendues

avec clarte, avec precifion, et avec gout. Mais la poefic eft lache et train-

ante, fans nerfs et fans harmonie. On voit qu'il s'eft defie quelque fois de >

lui meme, et qu'il a voulu fuppleer aux dons de la nature par les reflburces

de I'art ; reflburces foibles et ufees, qu'on pardonne a. peine aux grands

hommes, mais qu'on a rarenient befoin de leur pardonner. i. Rutilius

paroit avoir cru que les mots fonores, qui rempliffoient le mieux la bouche,

frappoient auffi plus agreablement I'oreille. Mais j'aurois voulu qu'il eut

abandonne aux poetes Malabares, un ufage qui n'eft digne que d'cux. Je

doute que Bellerophonteis/ollicitudinibus* foit jamais cite, que pour la fingu-

larite de deux mots qui rempliflent un vers pentametre. 2. II fe donne

beaucoup de licences les plus hardies, pour des mots nouveaux, ou des liai-

fons extraordinaires. II reuflit rarement. Quoi de plus force que connubium

pour concilium-\? Mais j'aime beaucoup I'epithete de legiferi, appliquee

aux triomphes des Romains. lis produifoieni necefTairement les loix et

• I'ordre

:

lity, will find himfelf between two rocks, on one of which he mufl fliipwreck ; the

brilliancy of his expreffion will either mifbecome the fimplicity of his thoughtf, or

the tamenefs of his words and phrafes will difgrace the dignity of verfe. All thefe

refledlions are applicable to Rutilius' voyage. His thoughts are ingenious, artfully

arranged, and expreffed with clearnefs, precifion, and tafte. But his poetry is mean
and creeping, deftitute of ftrength, and devoid of harmony. We fee that he dif-

trults his natural vigour, and has recourfe to contrivances of art ; contrivances weak
and common, fcarcely pardonable in great authors, and for which they feldom (land

in need of pardon, i . Rutilius feems to have thought that fwelling words, which

beft filled the mouth, were alfo mod pleafing to the ear. But I wifh fuch words were
refigned to Oriental poets, of whom only they are not unworthy. I doubt whether

Bdhrophonteis follkitud'mihus * be ever quoted, except on account of the fingularity that

two words fbould compofe a pentameter verfe. 2. He is bold even to licentioufnefs

in forming new words, or giving new combinations to the old. What cin be more
forced than ufing connubium for concilit/m f r" I am pleafed however with his epithet

Ugiferiy applied to the Roman triumphs. Laws, order, and civility were produced

• Rutil.Iter. L. i. 450. f Idem, L. J. iS.

YOL. n. L L \y
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I'ordre: c'ctolt pour ainfi dire le fruit qu'ils portoient, 3. J'ai cm apper-

cevoir quelques rimes *. Mais elles font en trop petit nombre, pour decider

fi elles font I'effet de la negligence, ou d'un mauvaisgout, que la corruption

de lalangue etle commerce avec les barbares, qui avoient des vers rimes,

introduifoient peu a peu parmi les Remains.

3. Les auteurs fe peignent dans leurs ecrits. C'eft line maxime auffi vraic

qu'elle eft ancienne. On peut ajouter que lorfqu'on apper^oit des ombres

dans le portrait, elles font furement dans I'original. Le caraftere de Ruti-

lius me paroit aimable ; j'y vois de I'amour pour fa patrie, et furtout pour

fa patrie malheureufe ; un coeur fufce^ible d'amitie, un fouvenir tendre

et refpedueux pour la memoire d'un pere. Tant de belles qualites feroient

elles eclipfees par un peu de vanite ? Rutilius repafle avec plaifir toutes fes

grandeurs ; et cette patrie, ces amis, et ce pere lui deviennent plus chers par

la liaifon qu'ils ont eu avec fes honneurs. Cette vanite fait pitie. Ciccron

ne fe vantoit pas d'avoir ete Conful, mais d'avoir fauve la republique pend-

ant fon confulat. Je pardonne plus volontiers aux hommes de s'enorgueillir

de leurs talens et de leurs adtions, que de tirer vanite de quelques emplois,

de quelques titres, vaines et frivoles diftindions de la fociete. Rutilius dc-

teftoit

by thofe triumphs, and were their ordinary fruits. 3. I thought that I had difcovered

fome rhymes *, but they are too few to enable us to determine whether they ought to

be afcribed to negligence, or were the efFedl of that bad tafte, which the corruption

of language and connexion with the barbarians, who were fond of rhyme, gradually

introduced among the Romans.

3. Authors defcribe themfelves in their works : a maxim as true as it is ancient. We
may add that the {hades which appear in the pifture, certainly were to be found in the

original. Thecharafter of Rutilius appears to me to have been amiable. I perceive

a love for his country, efpecially in its adverfity ; a heart fufceptible of friend (hip,

and a tender and refpeilful regard for the memory of his father. Are fo many good
qualities to fufFer a total eclipfe from a little too much vanity? Rutilius revievvs the

ftages of his greatnefs with xomplacence ; his country, his friends, and his father,

are endeared to him by their conne£tion with his own honours. His vanity is con-

temptible. Cicero boafted not of being conful, but of faving the republic in his

confulftiip. Men may be more eafily pardoned for being proud of their aflions and

talents, than for valuing themfelves on their employments and titles, the vain and

frivolous diftinilions of fociety. Rutilius deteft^d the Jews, and defpifed the monks.

• Rutil. Iter. h. 1. 39. 107, &c.

"Was
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teftoit les Juifs, et meprifok les Moines. Lui on feroit en un crime ? J'aurols

voulu a la vcrite, que les fentimcns eufTent eu un principe, et un ton plus

philofophique. Mail il etoit Payen, 11 voyoic fa religion s'afFaiffer fous Ic

poids de la vieillefle, et entrainer I'empire dans fa chute. Les Chretiens

infultoient a la ruine de fa fede, qu'ils croyoient precipiter par leurs perfe-

cutions. On peut bien lui pardonner un peu de mauvaife honneur. Quoi

de plus vif que le tableau qu'il fait des Moines de I'lfle Capraria ? Quoi dc

plus fenfe que les reflexions dont il I'accompagne ? La folie de ces folitaires,

qui penfoient que la Divinite voit avec plaifir les fouiFrances de fes creatures,

etoit extreme ; mais leur conduice etoit confequente. Si Rutilius avoit ve^u

dans le douzienie fiecle, qu'auroit il dit de leurs fuccefleurs, qui avoient mis

en ceuvre la pauvrete volontaire et rhumilite, pour acquerir I'eftime des

peuples, et qui avoient profite de cette eftime pour s'approprier des fouve-

rainetes temporelles, et la moitie des richefles de I'Europe .''

Decembre 20.]—J'ai lu le Journal des Savans, pour les mois de Janvier,

Fevrier, et Mars 1763. Je ne faurois dire combien je fuis content de ce

Journal ; le favoir, la precifion, et le bon gout en font le caradere -, mais

j'aime furtout un ton qui lui eft unique, un ton de moderation, d'impartialite,

qui diftingue avec furete et avec plaifir les beautes d'un ouvrage, et qui en

releve les defauts avec beaucoup de fang froid, et meme de tendrefle. Ce

Journal,

Was this in Mm a crime ? I could wiih indeed that his feelings had been exprefll'd

with more philosophical moderation, and had refted on a better principle. But he was

a Pagan, who beheld his religion finking under the weight of years, and involving the

empire in its fall. The Chriftians infulted the decline of his fedl, which they endea-

voured to haften by perfecution. A little bad humour was exciifable. Nothing can

be more animated than his defcription of the monks in the ifle of Capraria, or more

judicious than the reflections with which it is accompanied. The folly of thefe

monks is extreme, in thinking that God took plealure in the fufterings of his crea-

tures : but their conducl was conformable widi their principles. Had Rutilius lived

in the twelfth century, what would he have faid of their fucceffors, who availed

themfclves of their voluntary poverty and humility, to acquire the efteem of the mul-

titude, and of that elteeni to appropriate to themfelves temporal power, and half tlie

riches of Europe ?

December 20.]— 1 read the Journal des Savans, for the months of January, Febru-

ary, and March, 1763. I can hardly exprcfs how much I am delighted with this

Journal ; its charadleriftics are erudition, precifion, and tafle ; but what I mofl ad-

mire is that impartiality and candour which diflinguifh the beauties and defecSis of a

L L 2 work.
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Journal, le pere de tous les autres, en efc a prefent le meilleur. II doit

nieme avoir noiivellement acquis des travailleurs. Je voudrois connoitre

celui a qui nous devons un inorceau excellent, c'eft I'analyfe et la critique

de la nouvelle tragedie de Zclinire. On ne peuC fcuhaiter a ce Journal

qu'un pcu plus de hardielTe et dc philofophie ; mais il eft fait fous les yeux

du Chancelier.

Decembre 23.]—J'ai lu deux morceaux de Virgile, tres intereffans pour

la, gcogvaphie ; L' Cahilogue de r^rmeede 'Turnus, L.vii. 641—817; et celui

I des Secours qu'Enee tira de TEtrurie, L. x. 163— 214; pour les reflexions

que cette ledture m'a fait naitre V. No. I. de mon nouveau Recueild'Obfer-

vadons.

24.] J'ai lu dans la meme vue le Catalogue de TArmee Romaine avant

h bataille de Cannes, par Silius Italicus, Punic, L.vii. 334—623. Je

I'ai relu enfuite une feconde fois, plutot pour le graver dans ma memoirc, que

pour me fatisfaire I'imagination. V. No. II.

2,f.] J'ai lu /a cinquihne Satyre du premier Livre d'Horace. C'eft fon

voyage de Brunduftmn. C'eft toujours le poete qui m'a occupe, moins que

, le creoo-raphe. Ce voyage m'a fait faire quelque reflexions fur ceux des

anciens en general. Je les ai raflemblees, /^. No. III. et Ton peut voir avec

combien

work, giving to the former due and hearty praife, and cahnly and tenderly pointing

out the latter. This Journal, the father of all the reft, is ftill their fuperior : of late

it muft have acquired the help of fome new labourers. I ftiould like to knowr the

author of an excellent piece, an analyfis and criticifm of the new tragedy of Zelmire.

There is nothing to be wifhed for in this Journal but a little more boldnefa and phi-

lofophy ; but it is publiflied iinder the Chancellor's eye.

December 23.]—I read two detached pieces of Virgil, of great importance in geo-

graphy. The firft is the review of Turnus' army, L. vii. V. 641—817: the fecond,

an account of the fuccours which Eneas received from Etruria, L. x. V. 153—214.

My refledtions on thefe paffages will be found in No. I. of my new Collection of Ob-

fervations.

24,]_-I read with the fame defign the review of the Roman army by Silius

Italicus, before the battle of Cannae ; Punic, L. vii. V. 334—623. I read it over

again, rather to engrave it on my memory, than to pleafe my fancy. See No. II.

25.] I read the ffih Satire of the firjl book of Horace, containing his journey

to Brundufium. Geography rather than poetry was my objefl:. This fatire gave

occafion to fome refledtions on the journies of the ancients in general, which I have

collefted in No. III. and from which the reader will fee with how little foundation

4 Mr.
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combien peu de fondement, Addifbn a apprecie les journces ordinaires d'un

Seigneur Romain a quatorze milles.

Dccembre 26.]—J'ai hi plufieurs Bijfertations dms k vingtf^xihne tome

des Memoires de I'Academic des Belles Lettres, qui pouvoient avoir du rapport

avec mon objet adluel.

—

M'emoire fur le Milk Romain, par M. d'Jnville,

p. 346—362. Ce favanc le forma fur le refultat d'un grand nombre de

mefures particulieres, prifes fur la voye Emilienne, et dans les environs de

Milan, et donne au mille Romain 756 toifes de longueur.—i?«artry«^j Jur

quelques Points de I'ancienne Gecgra-phie, -par M. de la Naiize, p. 362—397.

II s'agit, I. De la diftance de Rome a Aricia j elle etoic cercainement de

16 milles Romains de i28flades. Si Strabon lui affigne 160 fl.ides, il faut

s'en prendre a fon ignorance, ou a celle de fon copille, et nullement a un

ftade particulier qu'il n'a point employe dans les environs de Rome. 2. Pline

fe trouve d'accord avec Strabon, quand il fait la traverfee de Hydruntmn, a

la cote d'Epirc, de 50 milles Romains. 3. II y avoit deux efpeces de ftades

;

I'ancien etoit de dix au mille, le moderne n'etoit que de huit. La didinflion

paroit ncceilaire. Malheureufement elle ne fait que mettre I'incertitude il

la place des difficultes. 4. Jufqu'au tems d'Augufte, on comptoit les milles

depuis les portes de Rome: le milliaire i, qu'on y trouvoit n'etoit qu'un

mille

Mr. Addifon eftlmates the ordinary day's journey of a Roman nobleman at fourteen

miles.

December 26.]—I read feveral differtations in the twenty-fixth Volume of the Memoirs of

the Academy of Belles Lettres, relative to my prefent purfuit.—Memoirs of Mr. D'Aiivillt

on the Roman Mile, p. 346—362. The refult is drawn by this learned man from a

number of particular miles meafured on the Emilian way, and in the neighbourhood

of Milan. He makes the Roman mile 756 fathoms long.

—

Remarks onfine Points of

ancient Geography, by Mr. de la Naiize, p. 362—397. He treats, i. Of the diftance

between Rome and Aricia : it was certainly 16 Roman miles, or 1 28 ftadia. Though

Strabo makes it 160 ftadia, this muft be imputed either to his ignorance, or the fault

of his tranfcribers, and by no means to his reckoning by a particular ftadium in the

neighbourhood of Rome. 2. Pliny agrees with Strabo in making the diftance from

Hydruntum to the coaft of Epirus 50 Roman miles. 3. There were two kinds of

ftadia ; the ancient of ten, and the modern of eight, to a Roman mile. This diftinc-

tion is a neceiTary one, but unfortunately it only fubftitutes uncertainty for dif-

ficulty. 4. Until the time of Auguftus, the miles were reckoned from the gates of

Rome ; and the flrft mile-ftone only denoted the commencement of a mile ; but when

that prince ereded the gilt pillar in the Forum, the mile-ftone at the gates denoted

the
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mille commence. Lorfque ce prince eut etabli le milliaire dore dans Ic

Forum, celui des portes devint un mille revolu, mais un mille imaginaire

qui en contenoit deux ou trois.

Decembre 27.]—J'ai lu ie Memoire de VAbbi Barthelemy fur les anciens

Monumens de Rome, p. 579—611, du vingt fixiime tome des Memoires de

VAcademie des Belles Lettres. II eft plein de gout, d'crudition, ct de bon

fens, digne de ce favant aimable qui j'ai beaucoup connu a Paris. J'afiiftai

I'annee pafsee a la rentrce de fon academic apres la fete de Paques. L'Abbe

Barthelemy devoit lire un difcours fur la langue Cophte. Nous le favions

d'avance, et chacun blaraoit ce choix d'un fujet epineux, qui ne paroilToic fait

que pour les aflemblees particulieres. On vit avec un plaiiir mele de fur-

prifc, combien notre Abbe le rendoit intcreflant aux femmes et aux gens du

monde, qui I'ecoutoient, par les graces de fon ftyle, par la finefle de fa

critique, et par fes principes juftes et lumineux.

30.]—II ne me reftoit plus rien a lire fur I'ancienne gcographie de I'ltalie,

finon ce que Strabon en a ecrit. J 'en ai lu L. iv. p. 139— 144, et L. v.

p. 145— 157, dansla verfion Latine de Xylandre, revue par Cafaubon. Stra-

bon y parcourt la Venetie, la Gaule Cifalpine, les Alpes, laLigurie, I'Etrurie,

et rUmbrie.
Decembre

the end of a mile ; but that mile depended on the dlftance of the Forum from the

feveral gates, and contained two or three miles.

December 27.]—I read the Abbe Barthelemy s Memoir on the ancient Monuments of

Rome, in the tivetity-fixth -uolume, p, 579

—

6ri, of the Memoirs of the Academy of Belles

Lettres. It is replete with tafte, erudition, and good fenfe ; worthy of the amiable

fcholar, whom I well knew at Paris. I was prefent lad year at the public meeting of

the Academy, after the Eafter holidays. The Abbe was to read a difcourfe on the

Coptic. This was known beforehand ; and every body blamed the choice of fo thorny

a fubje£lj that was fitter to be difcuffed at the Academy's private meetings. But our

pleafure was heightened by furprife, when we perceived that the Abbe rendered his

fubje£l interefling to his audience of people of faftiion and women, by the beauties of

his ftyle, the delicacy of his criticifms, and his principles of reafoning as perfpicuous

as they were folid.

30.3—^There remained for me ixithing to read concerning the ancient geography of

Italy, except the books of Str.ibo on that fubjeft. I read L. iv. p. 139— 144, and

L. V. p. 145— 157, in Xylander's Latin tranllation revifcd by Cafaubon. Strabo there

jseats of Venetia, Cifalpine Gaul, the Alps, Liguria. Etruria, and Umbria.

December
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Deccmbre 31.]—J'ai lu Strabon Geograph. L. iv. p. 157— 173, et L. Vf.

174— 199; en fautant feulement la partie qui regarde la Sicile. J'ai toujours

admire la variete des connoiflances et le grand fens de Strabon. L'antiquite

nous a laifTe des ouvrages plus brillans, mais je n'en connois aucun de plus

utile et de plus inftruftif.

1764, Janvier i.]—J'ai commence pendant le mois de Janvier les

Fades d'Ovide, dans I'edition du Dauphin. Comme je veux faire fucceder

a. la geographicj les medailles et les antiquites, ce poeme didaflique, qui ren-

ferme toute lamythologieRomainejm'aparuune bonne introduftion a Tune et

a I'autre de ces etudes. Comme ouvrage de poefie, il n'a point foutenu I'idee

uvantageufe, que les eloges des anciens et des modernes m'en avoient donnee ;

mais ce n'eft pas ici que je dois m'expliquer la deflus. L'edition eft de

Daniel Crifpin, SuiflTe de nation, attache a la perfonne du Dauphin. Que
I'eveque Huet a eu raifon de fe plaindre du choix qu'on fit des fujets, pour

executer I'idee heureufe de M. de Montaufier ! Cette edition eft aftez belle,

bien imprimee, et corrigee avec foin. Le libraire a fort bien execute fa

tache; mais que de chofes a reprendre dans celle de I'editeur! Les notes

font au deflbus de la critique. EUes ne ferviroient qu'a un ecolier, encore

pourroient elks I'egarer fouvent, tant elles font mal faices. II ne leur man-

quoit que le ridicule d'un cortege de morale, et meme de theologie a la fuite

d'uni

December 31.]— Iread Strah's Geography, L. iv. p. 157— 173, and L.vi. />. 174—
J 09 ; having Ikipped over that part which relates to Sicily. I have always been an ad-

mirer of Strabo's good fenle, and variety of knowledge. Antiquity has left us more

brilliant performances than his ; but I know of notje more folid and more ufeful.

1764, January i.]—In the month of January I began to read Ovid's Fafli, in the

Dauphin edition. Purpofmg to add the ftudy of medals and antiquities to that of geo-

graphy, I thought this didactic poem, containing the whole Roman mythology,.

would be a good introduftion to thofe purfuits. As a poem, this work by no means

correfponds to the favourable opinion which I had conceived of it,, from the com-
mendations of ancient and modern critics ; but this is not the place for confidering it

in that light. The edition is that of Crifpin, a Swifs, in the fervice of the Dauphin.

Bithop Huet had good reafon to complain of negligence in feleding competent perfons

for executing Mr. Montaufier's excellent defign. This edition is handfome, well

printed, and carefully correfted. The bookfeller has done his part well; but this

is far from being the cafe with the editor. His notes are below criticifm. They

are fit only for a fchool-boy, who would often be bewildered by their abfurdity.

To render them completely ridiculous, they wanted only a copious apparatus of

2 morality,
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d'un pocte libertin et Payen, Leur aiiteur a eu grand foin de le leur donner

de terns en terns. L'intcrpretation auroit pu etre utile, en fubftituant dcs

mots communs a des mots peu connus, et des tours fimples a des tours

poetiques. L'interpretation de Crifpin eft a la fois profai'quc et ampoulee,

auffi peu propre a faire comprendre les beautes d'Ovide, qu'a rendre fon

fens litteral. On a deja reniarque que ces indices enormesj qui font un quart

des editions Dauphines, devoient fervir a devoiler les finefles et les tours

particuliers a une langue, ou a un auteur, et non pas a compter com.bien de

J
fois il a employe et ou que dans leur fignification fimple et ufitee. M. Crifpin

a mis a la tete des Faftes un calendrier ancien. II avoue qu'il ne repond pas

a celui d'Ovide, mais il n'avoit pas le tems de les concilier. Tout deroute

un kdeur de cette edition, jufqu'al'ufage de numeroter les vers par page, au

lieu de le faire par livre j ce qui empeche de verifier la moindre citation.

J'ai lu quatre tomes de la Bibliotheque Raijonnee, le xxxvi, xxxvii, xxxviii, et

xxxix, Comme je n'ai plus entre les mains le trente fixieme tome., et qu'il ne

m'en eft meme refte qu'une idee aflez confufe, je ne parlerai que d'une piece

originale qui m'a beaucoup plu. C'eft une Differtation Javante et curieuje

cmtre le Pretendu Martyre de la Legion 'Thebeenne. II fait valoir avec beau-

coup de force le filence des contemporains, et les defauts de vraifembla'nce

dans

morality, and even of theology, as a fit appendage to the poem of a Pagan and

a libertine. The author has taken care to fupply that defeft. His explanation might

have beeij ufeful, had he fubftituted common for uncommon words ; and fimple for

poetical phrafes. But Crifpin's interpretation is at once fwoUen and profaic ; equally

unfit for difplaying Ovid's beauties, and for making his meaning underftood. It has

been juftly remarked, that thofe enormous indices, which commonly make a fourth

part of the Dauphin editions, ought to have been employed in pointing out the delica-

cies and idioms of the language or author, and not in enumerating how many times he

ufes et and que in their common fignification. Mr. Crifpin has prefixed an ancient

calendar to the Fafti : he confefles that it does not agree with Ovid's ; he had not time

to reconcile them. Every thing difgufts us in this edition, even to the mode of re-

ference ; which is to the page, and not to the book ; which prevents the poflibility of

verifying the quotations..

I read four volumes of the Bibliotheque Raifonnee ; the 36th, 37th, 38th, and 39th.

Not having the 36th at hand, and retaining but a confufed notion of its contents, I

Ihall only fpeak of one article with which I was highly pleafed. This is a learned and

curious Differtatlon concerning the pritended Martydom ofthe Thehitan Legion, The author

infills with great force on the improbability of the fa(fi:, and the filence of contempo.

rary writers. He inveftigates the origin of a fable, fo ufeful to the church of St.

Maurice
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dans rhlftoire meme. II cherche I'origine d'une fable qui a etc fi utile i

I'cglife de St. Maurice, en Valais, et lafuit jufqu'au terns d'Eucher, cveque,

de Lyon, qui a ve$u un fiecle et demi apres Diocletien, et qui I'a racontee

le premier, fur une tradition vague et obfcure. II paroit qu'un officier ct

quelques legionnaires avoient fouffert k martyre vers ce terns la en Syrie,

mais qu'en paffant en Occident, ils etoient devenus une legion encicre;

compofee uniquement de Chretiens.

Le trente Jepihne tome de la Bibliotheque Raifonnee contient : Lettrefur It

Genre de Nourrittire des premiers Honimes : c'eft une queftion avifli oifivc

qu'elle eft vague ct obfcure. Je ne vois point de necefllte de leur fairc

quitter les vegetaux de fi bonne heure. La terre a du etre peuplee avec

lenteur par les hommes et les aniinaux ; pendant long terns elle fourniffoit a

toutes les races differentes, une nourriture abondante, fans qu'elles fuffent ob-

ligees de fe devorer mutuellement, A la fin les animaux etoient devenus a

charge a Thomme, qu'ils mena^oient d'afFamer. Mais il a fallu un danger

preflant, pour I'engager a furmonter I'horreur naturelle, que le meurtre ct le

carnage nous infpirent. Ne donnera-t-on que quatre ou cinq fiecles a toutes

ces revolutions ?

—

Dejcripion de V Orient., far M. Pococke -, favante et cu-

rieufe j
premier et deuxieme Extrait. On voit dans la Tlieba'ide les maifons

des premiers hommes, creufees dans le roc. La magnificence perfedtionna

les ouvrages de la necefllte. Mais I'art des Egyptiens n'avoit aucune rap-

port

Maurice in the Valley, and traces it back to Eucher, Biftiop of Lyons, who lived a,

century and a half after Diocletian, and who firit related it on the authority of a vague

and obfcure report. It appears that fome legionary foldiers with their officer had,

about that time, fuffered martyrdom in Syria. But Fame, in bringing this tranfa(£tioa

to the Weft, magnified them into a complete legion entirely compoled of Chvilliaus.

- The 3 /th volume contains a Letter concerning the food of the firfi: men. The queftion

is as idle as it is vague and obfcure. I do not fee the neceflity of making thera leave oft"

vegetables fo foon. The earth muft have been flowly peopled with men and animals; and

for a long time muft have fupplied all living tribes with fuch- abundant nouridiment as

precluded the necelTity of their devouring each other. At length, animals became for-

midable to man, who was in danger of ftarving. But nothing Ihort of urgent danger

could overcome his natural repugnance to tl?5 flicdding of blood. Are five or fix ge-

nerations fufEcient for producing all thefe revokuions ?

—

Jjefcription of the EaJ}, by

Mr. Pocock 7 learned and curious. The houfes of the firft inhabitants of Egypt arc

ftill to be feen in the Thebaid, in the hollows of rocks. Magnificence improved the

works of neceflity. The arts of the Egyptians bore no relation to tiiofe of Greece.

VOL. Ji. M >i The
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port a <:elui dcs Grecs. L'un, aflervi aux proportions, avolt I'air libre et

hardi ; I'autre, abandonne au caprice des ouvriers, paroiflbit extravagant

plutot qu'original.

—

Commerce Epijiolaire de MM. Leibnitz et Jean Bernouilli.

C'efl: un plaifir d'etudier ces deux genies puifTans, de voir la force et la pro-

fondeur de l'un, la variete, Tetendiiej et la penetration de I'autre.

—

Hijioire

de la nouvelle France, par le Fere Charlevoix : bien ccrite, curieufe, et infi-

dele.

—

Hijioire de Louis XL par M. Duclos. Louis XI. nous interefle tres

peu ; fon fiecle nous intcrelTe beaucoup. AufTi M. Duclos a-t-il neglige le

fiecle pourn'envifager que le prijice.

—

Les Georgiques de Virgiky en Anglois,

par M. Martin : utile pour connoitre la botanique de Virgile.

Le trente huitihne tome de la Bihliotheque Raijonnee contient : Melange Har-

leien, tome Hi. J'y vols le proccs de Nicolas Antoine, brule a Geneve en 1632,

non point pour avoir invente une hercfie nouvelle, mais pour d'avoir prefere

le Judaifme au Chriftianifme. C'eft le pendant de I'Hiftoire de Servet.

—

Defcription de I'JJIande, &c. par M. Anderjon. Quelle pays et quelles

moeurs j fes habitans cependant, n'y renoncent qu'avec la vie.

—

La Necejfite

du Culte Public, par M. de la Chapelle, contre une Lettre anonyme. L'an-

tagonifte de M. de la Chapelle eft un miniftre dans le Pays de Vaud, nomme

AUamand, et un des plus beaux genies que je connoifle. II a voulu em-

braffer tous les genres ; mais c'eft la philofophie qu'il a le plus approfondie.

Sur

The latter, harmonifed by proportions, were bold and liberal ; the former, enflaved

by caprice, v/ere extravagant rather than original.

—

Epijlolary Correfpondence between

Leihiitz and John BernoullU. It is a pleafure to contemplate thefe two vigorous minds :

the force and depth of the one ; the variety, extent, and penetration of the other.

—

^he Hiflory of New France, by Father Charlevoix : well written, curious, and unfaithful.

Hijiory of Lewis XI. by Mi: Duclos. Lewis XI. is an uninterefting obje£l ; his age

quite the reverfe. But Mr. Duclos has (liewn us only the prince, and neglefted the

hiflory of his age. Virgil's Georgicks, tranjlated into Engliflj by Alartyn : ufeful for itg

knowledge of the plants mentioned by Virgil.

The 38th volume of the Blbliotheque Raifonnee contains the Harleian Mifcellany,

vol. Hi. We meet with the Procefs of NicJjolas Antony, burnt at Geneva in 1 63 2, not for

inventing a new herefy, but for preferring the Jewifh religion to the Chriftian. It

forms the counterp-^rt to the hiflory of Servetus.

—

Defcription of Iceland, by Mr. Ander-

fon. The country and the manners of its inhabitants are equally ftrange : Death only

can make them quit this wretched ifland.

—

The NeceJJity of Public Worjlnp, by Mr. de la

Chapelle, in atifwer to an anonymous Letter. Mr. Chapelle's adverfary is a minifter in the

Pais de Vaud, of the narne of Allamand, and never did I know a man of a finer genius.

His mind embraced all kinds of learning, but philofophy was his principal ftudy. On all

8 queflionsj
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Sur toutes les queftions il s'eft fait des fyftemes, ou du moins des argumens

toujours originaux et toujours ingcnieux. Ses idees font fines et lumineiifcs,

fon expreffion heureufe et facile. On lui reproche avec raifon trop de

rafinement et de fubtilite dans I'efprit ; trop de fierte, trop d'ambition, et

trop de violence, dans le cara6tere. Cet homme, qui auroit pu eclairer ou

troubler une nation, vit et mourra dansTobfcurite. II eft fingulier, qu'il n'ait

prefque rien ecrit, que deux petits ouvrages de commande.

—

Voyage en Egypte,

par le Stem- Granger : hardi, mais tres fuperficiel. Les canaux des anciens

rois portoient les eaux du Nil, et I'abondance dans tous les cantons de

i'Egypte. Les Turcs ne les entretiennent point. Le pays a perdu fa ferti-

lite, et le Sieur Granger donne le dementi a toute I'antiquite qui dit qu'il la

pofledoit autrefois.

—

Pome de Pierre d'Ebato, fur les Troubles de la Sidle,

fous rEmpereur Henry VI. tire de la Bibliotheque de Berne, par M. Eugel

:

il eft aflez curieux. Dans les fiecles barbares la pocfie tient lieu d'hiftoire.

AulTi en a-telle I'exaftitude.

—

Lettres d'un Frattfois, oui : Jur les Anglois,

non. Le pauvre Abbe le Blanc !

Le trente neuvieme tome de la Bibliotheque Raijonnce contient : Lettre d'un

Bibliothecaire de Geneve,Jur une Bulk finguliere de Clement VI. Singuliere en

efFet. C'eft une permiflion, accordee I'an 1354, a tous les confefleurs de tous

les rois de France, de difpenfer le prince des fermens qu'il ne pourroit tenir

fans

quefllons, he had contrived fyftems, at leaft arguments, equally new and ingenious.

His ideas were refined and perfpicuous ; his expreflion natural and happy. He was
juftly reproached with too much fubtlety of thought, with pride, ambition, and ex-

cefllve warmth of temper. This man, qualified to enlighten or difturb a nation, lived

and died in obfcurity. He left nothing in writing, excepting a few fliort performances

in anfwer to queftions put to him.

—

Travels into Egypt, by Jilr. Granger : bold, but

fuperficial. The canals of the ancient kings carried the waters of the Nile and ferti-

lity into all the provinces of Egypt. 'li..;fe canals are not kept in repair by the Turks.

The country has loft its fruitfulnefs ; and Mr. Granger gives the He to all ancient

writers, who declare that it formerly was fruitful.—A Poem of Peter Ebido, on the

Troubles of Sicily in the Reign of the Emperor Henry VI. publiflied from the library of

BernbyMr. Engel. The work is curious: poetry is the hiftory of barbarous ages; and has

then all the circumftantial minutenefs which hiftory requires.—" Letters of a French-
«« man," true ;

" on the Engli/]}," falfe. Poor Abbe le Blanc !

The 3pth volume of the Bjbliotheque Raifounee contains a letter of the librarian of Ge-

neva, on a fingular bull of Clement VI. Singular indeed ! This bull is a permiflion,

granted in 1354, to aH the confeflbrs of all the kings of France, to grant difpenfations to

M M 2 their
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fens quelque incommodite. Le bibliothecairc fait dcs reflexions et des re-

cherches, qui repandent beaucoup de lumiere fur I'audienticite, le carailere^

robjet, et le ftyle de cette bulk. La lettre eft ecrite avec gout et modera-

tion.

—

Amintor et Theodora, par M. Mallet. Si mon ami a jamais une

gloire poetique, c'eft cet ouvrage qui la lui donnera. M. Maty avoit fourni

Cet extrait doiit Mallet fiit fi content, qu'il rechercha auffitot fon amitie.

C'eft un anecdote que je tiens de tous les deux.

—

Voyage de la Gcthie Occi-

^entaky par M. Linnaeus ; et cehii de la Siberie, par M. Gimelin : ces deux

expeditions, la derniere furtout, qui a ouvert un monde inconnu, font bien

I'elcge des fouverains du Nord.

—

CEuvres de Virgile, avec les Commentaires

de N. Heinfius et de Pierre Burman : c'eft la meilleure edition de Virgile et

de Servius, comme elle eft la derniere.

—

Poefies de M. de Haller, traduites de

rMemand. Une imagination riche, une energie de ftyle, et un ton de

philofophie, dont il a trouve a propos de fe defaire.

—

Theorte des Sentimens

agreables, par M. de Pouilly. L'unite et la variete font les fources de nos

plaifirs. L'idee me paroitjufte j mais elle n'eft point ni aflez neuve, ni aflez

precife pour en faire un livre. J'ai lu aufii les Lettres de Lady Mary Wortley

Montague, qui viennent de paroitre. C'eft la relation d'un voyage ou elle

fuivit fon mari ambalTadeur a Conftantinople. Elles font affez legeres et

amufantes.

their fovereigns from the obligation of oaths which it might be inconvenient for them to

cbferve. The librarian's reflexions and refearches throw much light on the authenticity,

the character, the obje<iS:, and the ftyle of this bull. This letter is written with mode-

ration and tafte.

—

Amintor and Theodora, by Mr.AIallct. If my friend fliould ever attain

poetic fame, it will be acquired by this work. Mr. Maty furniflied the extraft, which

pleafed Mallet fo much th.it he recjuefted his friend (hip. This anecdote I learned from

both parties.

—

Travels into Wtjlirn Gothland, by Mr. Lifinaus; and into Siberia, by Mi:
Ginielin. Thefe two works, the latter efpecially, which opens to us an unknown

world, do much honour to the fovereigns of the North.

—

The Works of Virgil, luitb

the Commentaries of Heinfius and Peter Burman. As this is the latcft, io it is the beft

edition of Virgil and Servius.

—

Hallei-'s Poems, tranfatedfrom the German : diftinguiflied

by a rich imagination, energy of ftyle, and an air of philofophy, which he lias thought-

fit to lay afide.

—

Theory of agreeable Sentiments, by Mr. de Pouilly. Unity and variety

are the fources of our pleafures. The idea feems to be juft; but it has not enough

cidier of novelty or precifion to deferve being, expanded into a book. I read alfo Lady.

Mary Worthy Montague's Letters, juft publifhed. They contain an account of a jour-

ney in which fhe accompanied her hufband in his embalTy to Conftantinople ; and are

Hvely and entertaining. I am moft pleafed with what fhe fays concerning thofe inner

I apartments^
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amufantes. Ce que j'aime le mieux, c'eft ce qu'clle dit de Ilntcneur de$

maifons, ou jamais homme n'a penetre. Elle veut que les femmes Turques

ayent beaucoup de liberte, et qu'elks fortent feules a pied et voilees, tant

qu'elles veulent, fous le pretexte d'aller au bain ou a. la mofquee. Let

Turcs n'epoufent qu'une femme ; fi quelqu'uns fe fervent de la permiflioa

d 'avoir des efclaves concubines, le public les regarde comme des libertlas,

et leurs femmes n'habitent point avec eux. Elle avoit etudie la langue

Turque, et paroit faire beaucoup de cas et de leur mufique, et de leur

poefie. On s'apper^oit a peine que les mceurs, les ufages, ou le genie des

Grecs, ayent change depuis le terns d'Homere.

Fevricr i.]—J'ai lu les Fafies d'Ovide, L. iv. p. 599—610. La fete de

Palilia (cres dillinguee de celle de la fondanon, quoiqu'elles tombaffent I'une

et I'autre le meme jour, 21 Avril) paroit I'occuper beaucoup. Que I'efprit

humain eft extravagant ! Purger un peuple ! et le purger encore avec le

fang d'un cheval, la goufle d'un feve, et les cendres des entrailles d'un veau

tue dans le ventre de fa mere, et confume fur I'autel de Vefta 1 Ovide

difculpe fort bien le fondateur de la ville, du crime de fratricide. Remus ne

fut tue qu'en confequence d'un ordre general, et tres fage, que fon frere

avoit donne, et que ce prince viola fans le favoir. Si Romulus parut indif-

ferent a fa mort, c'eft qu'en legiflateur il vouloit profiter d'un accident mal-

heureux

apartments into which men are not allowed to penetrate. She maintains that the

Turkifh women enjoy a great deal of liberty, and walk out alone veiled, as .often as.

they pleafe, on pretence of going to the bach or tlie mofque. The Turks marry only

one wife : and though fome ufe the permiffion of concubinage with flavcs, .they are re-

garded as libertines, .and forfaken by their wives. She ftud.ed theTurkifli language}.

and fpeaks in high terms of the Turkifli mufic and poetry. The manners, cuftoms,
and genius of tlie Greeks feeni to her to have undergone little change fince the days of
Homer.

February i.]—I read Ovid's Fa/li, L. iv. p. 599-610. The fefttval of Palilia is an
objecl of much attention -, it is different from that of tlie foundation of Rome, though
bodi happened on the fame day, the 21ft of April. To what extravagances is not the

human mind liable? Purify a nation ! and that too -with the blbod of a horfe, the
hulk of a bean, and the alhes of the bowek of a calf killed iu the btlly of its mother,
and burnt on the akar of Vefta. Ovid clearly juftifies' the founder of Rome from the
guilt of killing,hie brother. Remus was put to dc^h in' confequence of a wife law-

made by his brother, and which this prince unintentionally violated. If Romulus did

cot
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heureux, pour donner a fes loix un caraftere facrc et Inviolable, qui leur etoit

ties nccclTaire dans une republique naiflante.

Fevrier 2.]—J'ai lu les Fafles d'Ovide, L. v. p.6io—Sio. Tout ce qu'il

raconte des difFerentes etymologies dumois de Mai, eft curieux et bien dit.

J'y diftingue fans peine une allegorie Orientale, une fable Grecque, et une

tradition Romaine. L'idee de faire fortir les dieux du chaos, et de placer la

Majeft'e fur le trone de I'Olympe, pour y former la hierarchic celefte, eft

d'une extravagance fublime. Le tableau des Mufes eft bien frappe ; mais

pourquoi ne pas fe fouvenir que des deefles infaillibles, doivent toujours etre

du meme fentiment ?

i^Jl—y^xXviles Fajies d'Ovide^ L. v. p. 610—6jo. II raconte I'origine

des jeux Floraux, de la fa^on la moins defhonorante pour fa religion. En

cfFet il eft uifEcile qu'un peuple ait drefle des autels a une courtifanne,

C'eft aflez qu'on ait fait danfer des filles nues, en I'honneur d'une dcefle a

laquelle on croyoit deja, II eft vrai que toutes les ceremoines ne refpiroient

que la debauche ; mais la faifon des fleurs a toujours infpire des idees liber-

tines, a des peuples ec a des hommes qui ignoroient trcs furement I'hiftolre

de la courtifanne Floi-a. Pourquoi chercher dans la fable, ce qu'il faut

puifer dans la nature ?

not (hew grief for his death, this was to maintain the inviolable fandlty of his laws, a

thing neceflary in his infant kingdom.

February 2.]—I read Ovid's FaJIi, L. v. p. 610—620. His account of the difFerent

etymologies of the month of May is curious, and well exprefled. We may diftinguifli

in it an Oriental allegory, a Greek fable, and a Roman tradition. The iffuing of the

gods from chaos, and the majefly of Olympus arranging the celeftial hierarchy, is fub-

limely extravagant. The picture of the Mufes is well delineated ; but Ovid fhould

have remembered that thefe infallible divinities were always of one mind.

9.]—I read Ovid's FajVt, L. v. p. 620—630. He explains the origin of the Floral

games in a manner lefs dilhonourable for his religion. It is not [credible that any

people (hould have eredled altars to a harlot. It was enough for them to celebrate the

feftival of a goddefs, in whom they already believed, by the dances of naked girls. All

the ceremonies of this goddefs favoured of debauchery ; but the feafon produflive of

flowers too naturally infpires thofe with licentious fentiments who have never heard

of the courtefan Flora. Why have recourfe to fable for what may be found in

nature ?

\ I read
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J'ai 111 ks Fajles d'Ovidc, L. v. p. 630—643. Tout s'annoblit (bus le

pinceau du poece. Neuf feves noires qu'on jette derriere foi, ne font pas un

tableau bien releve. Cependant Ovide a fu leur donner un air de folemnitej

et mcme de fublime. II fe fert furtout de ce colons foible et incertain

qui rend les objets plus terribles, en ne les montrant qu'a demi et d'une fa^on

confufe J le filence et le tenebrcs de la nuit, et I'ombre qui nous fuit a pas

legerSj mais qu'on ne peut fe retourner pour voir : tous ces traits me pa-

roilTent de ce genre qui a ece fi bien indique par M. Burke *.
. Le temple.

de Mars Ultor a du ctre magnifique. Le cuke des Payens avoit au moias

plusde juftefle que celui des Catholiques. Mars le Vengeur punit les meur-

triers d'un grand guerrier, fon defcendant. C'eft bien plus naturel qu'un

apotre, ou qu'un hermite qui fe mele de fai re donner la vidloire dans une

guerre, oii encore ilne fera queftionque d'interetspolitiques.

Fevrier6.]—Je fuis entre a la bibliotheque pour confuker I'article Flora

du Dictionnaire dc Bayle. Ladance n'a que trop imite les peres de fon

fiecle. Les jeux Floraux, fondes I'an 514, celebrcs de terns en terns, de-

venus annuels en 580, par un arret du fenat, et paycs de I'argent des

amendes, refTemblent peu a la difpofition teflamentaire d'une courtilanne.

Fevrier

T read Ovid's Fafll, L. v. p. 630—643. The poet's genius ennobles every objetl;

even nine black beans thrown behind the back, to which he gives an air of folemnity, and

even of fublimity. He chiefly employs that doubtful and faint colouring which renders

obje£ls more terrible, by (hewing them partially and confufedly, filence, obfcurity,

the fhadow which follows us with light fteps, and which we dare not look behind uf

to fee -, all thefe touches belong to that kind of fublimity which is well pointed out by

Mr. Burke *. The temple of Jupiter the avenger muft have been magnificent. The
worfhip of the Pagans had at leaft more confiftency than that of the Catholics. Mars
the avenger punilhes the murderers of a great warrior, his defcendant. This is more
natural than the interfernce of an apoftle or hermit in wars and victories ; and wars

often undertaken merely for worldly interefts.

February 6.]— I went to the library to confult the article Flora In Bayle's Diftion-

ary. Ladantius too well imitates the fathers of his age. The Floral games, founded

A. U. C. 514, firfl celebrated occaGonally, afterwards rendered annual in 580, by
an order of the fenate, and their expence defrayed by money levied in fines j all this

has not any refemblance to the teftamentary arrangement of a courtefan.

• Upon the fublime and beautiful.

February
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Fevrlcr 7.]—J'ai lu les Fajles ^'Ovide, L. vi. p. 648—687 ; la fin de cc

livre, et de la partie de I'ouvrage que le tems a epargne. Les fix autres

livres qui achevoient Tannee et k calendrier Romain, ne fubfiftent plus. Le

debut du fixieme livre eft tres beau -, la difpute des trois deefles n'en vautque

mieux, pour etre empruntee de cclle de Paris, et du Mont Ida. La harangue

de Junon eft aulTi un peu moulee fur celle du premier livre d'Eneide ;

mais raimable Hebe s'exprime avec des graces qui n'appartiennent qu'au

poete.

8.]—J'ai lu tine petite brochure de irente huit pages, par Jean Jacques

Roujfeau : c'eft un extrait des argumens de Pla'Lon contre k pocfie imitative,

et fijrtout contre le theatre. lis devoient plaire au citoyen de Geneve ; mais

comment a-t-il pu adopter ce tilTu de fophifmes metaphyfiques ? Toute la

1 premiere partie, qui roule fur le plus de juftefle de rimitation, eft d'une

feuflete et d'une foiblefle qui m'a etonne. Vers la fin, fes raifonnemens

deviennent un peu plus fpecieux. Je conviens que le theatre, ct furtout le

theatre d'Athenes, a quelquefois peint fes heros trop foibles et trop fenfibles

a leurs malheurs, mais auffi il faut accorder quelque chofe a I'humanite, qui

gcmit en fecret, ou qui depofe fes ennuis dans le fein d'un ami. Les fpefta-

teurs font les confidens du poete, mais il ne le font pas du perfonnage.

Fevrier

February 7 ]—I read Ovid's FnJIi, L.vi. />. 648—687, the conclufion of the book, and

of all that part of the work which has come down to us. The fix other books, which

completed the Roman calendar, have perilhed. The beginning of the fixth book is beau-

tiful. The difpute of the three goddefl'es is more pleafing, becaufe borrowed from that

of Paris and Mount Ida. Juno's fpeech is alfo call in the fame mould with that in the

firfl book of the Eneid ; but the amiable Hebe expreffes herfelf with thcfe graces that

are peculiar to Ovid.

8.]—I read a little pamphlet of thirty-eight pages, by John James Rouffcau.

It contains an ab(lra£t of Plato's arguments againll: imitative poetry, efpecially the

drama. I was aftoniftied at the weakiiefs and falfenefs of the whole firft part,

which treats of the imperfeftion of imitation. Towards the conclufion, his reafonings

arc more fpecious. I acknowledge that the theatre, and efpecially that of Athens,

fbmetunes paints its heroes too weak and too much alive to their misfortunes. But

fome indulgence muft be granted to humanity, which groans in fecret, or pours its

grief into the bofom of a friend. The fpedators are indeed confidents of the poet, but

not of his chara(5ters.

February
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Fevrler 9.]—En attendant la fuite de la Bibliotheque Raijonnee^'i'-^x lul'excel-

lenttraitefurle Choix et la M'ethodc des Etudcs,far IAbbe Fleiiry;aParis 1753.

in i2rno. pp. 364. Tout y refpire I'amour de la verite et de la vertu, joint

a cette raifon jufte etlumineufe, a ce bon fens perfedionne, qui eft bien plus

rare que I'efprit, et prefque autant que le genie. L'auteur etoit Catholique

et Pretre j mais ce dcfaut ne fe fait fentir qu'a ceux qui ne le font pas. II

commence par I'hiftoire des tftudes, dont il fait un beau tableau. Les Grecs

feuls ont eu un fyfteme d'education philofopliique et nationale. La vertu et

la juftefTe d'efprit des Romains, kur ont tenu lieu de cette theorie exafte.

Les etudes des barbares du Nord, ecoient aufTi barbares qu'eux. Aux fiecles

d'ignorance ont fuccedc ceux d'une fcience pretendue de la philofophie

d'Ariftote, les Arabes, et les Scholaftiques. Les humaniftes du quinziemc

fiecle ont rappelle la connoillance des anciens. De toutes ces mcthodes il

s'eft forme un cahos'd'etudes, qui regne dans nos colleges, mais qui efl" fans

fyfteme, fans ordre, et fans utilitc. L'Abbe Fleury, qui veut toujours

ramener les 'faiences du ciel a la terre, lui fubftltue un plan court, mais rai-

fonne, le foin de I'ame et du corps avec la connoillance des loix et des affaires

economiques. Un Francois a raifon de compter I'liiftoire et la politique,

parmi les etudes qui ne font que curieufes pour un particulier. Le citoyen

d'un etat libre les regarderoit comme necelTaires. L'Abbe Fleury a ajoutc

a. cc

February 9.]—While I waited for the fequel of the Bibliotheque Ralfonnee, I read an ex-

cellent woik on the Method and Chsice of our Studies, ty the Abbe F/eury ; Paris, I 753, in.

1 2»io. pp. 364. The whole breatlies a fpirit of truth and virtue, together with that clear-

nefs and ftrength of reafon, and that fuperior good fenfe, which is more uncommon than

wit, and almoft as rare as genius. The author was "a Roman Catholic and a prieft ;

but this fault is perceived by thofe only who are neither the one nor the other. He begins

by the hillory of education indifferent countries, of which he gives us a beautiful pidure.

That of the Greeks alone was phllofophical and national. The \tant of an accurate educa-
tion among the Romans was fupplied by virtue and natural goodfenfe. The ftudies of the

barbarians of the North were as barbarous as themfelves. To ages of ignorance fuc-

ceeded thofe of the pretended philofophy of Ariftotle, the Arabs and fcholaftics. The
humanifts of the fifteenth century revived the knowledge of the ancients. From all thefc

united, is compofed that chaos of learning taught in our univerfities and colleges, alike

deftitute of fyftem, order, and utility. The Abbe Fleury, who wifhcs to bring down
fcience from the heavens to the earth, propofcs a plan equally Ihort and reafonable, the

care of the body and the mind, with the knowledge ofceconomy and laws. A Frenchman
jullly reckons hiftory and politics among thofe ftudics which are rather curious than ufeful.

VOL. n.
,
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a ce tralte un difcours fur Platon. II meprlfe beaucoup fa phyfique et la

metaphyfique ; mais il fait les plus grands eloges de la logique, de la morale,

du ftyle, et de la methode de ce philofophe.

Fevrier lo.]—J'ai revu avec foin les fix livres des Faftes d'Ovide. Les

reflexions auxquelles cette ledlure a donne lieu, fe trouvent raflemblees dans

mon Recueil d'Obfervations, No. IV.

II.]—J'ai commence un charmant petit ouvrage, fur les medailles an-

ciennes, par M. Addifon

—

Dialogues upon the Ufefulnejs of Ancient Medals^

dans le troifieme tome de Jes Oe'uvres, a Londres, 1746 : j'en ai lu p, i

—

113. II cherche les differentes efpeces d'utilites qu'on peut trouver dans

Tetude des medailles ; il s'arrete au rapport frappant entre plufieurs de leurs

revers, et les defcriptions des poetes Latins. Dans cette vue il parcourt

deux fuitesdes medailles; Tune des etres allegoriques, etl'autre des fymboles

cnigmatiques. Chacune lui fournit une vingtaine d'exemples. Les paflages

paralkles des poetes font choifis avec gout, et les reflexions de I'auteur font

remplies d'efprit et de fagacite. Perfonne n'avoit retire plus de fruit de

I'etude des Belles Lettres que M. Addifon. Ses ouvrages ont beaucoup

contribue a former la langue et la litterature Angloife.

12.]—J'ai acheve I'ouvrage d'Addifon. Dialogues upon the Ufefulnejs of

Ancient Medals, p. 113— 167. Les planches des medailles en occupent

encore

The citizen of a free country regards them as indifpcnfable. To this treatife the Abbe
Fleury has added a Difcourfe on Plato. He defpifes both his phyfics and metaphyfics ;

but fets the higheft value on his logic, morals, ftyle, and method.

February lo.'J—I read over with care the fix books of Ovid's Fafi ; and have written

the reflexions, which occurred to me in the perufal, in my Colleilion of Obfervations,

No. IV.

1 1 .]—I began to read Mr. Addfoti's charming little Treatife on ancient Medals, in the

third volume of his Works, London, 1746. I read p. i— 113. He confiders the dif-

ferent advantages that may be derived from the ftudy of medals -, and dwells on the

ftriking connexion between their reverfes and the defcriptions of Latin poets. In this

view, he examines two feriefes of medals ; the one containing allegorical perfonages,

a-nd the other enigmatic fymbols. Each clafs furnilhes him with twenty examples.

The paflages of the poets are fel&Eled with tafte ; and the author's refledlions are re-

plete with judgment and fagacity. No man ever benefited more than Mr. Addifon by

the ftudy of the Belles Lettres. His works have much contributed to improve the

Englifti language and literature.

J 2.]—I finifhed Addfan's work. Dialogues upon the XJffulnefs of ancient Medals ; ^.113

~ 167 ; beCdes which, the plates take up fixty-eight pages. The third feries of examples-

contains '
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encore 68. La troifieme fuite d'exemples eft tiree des reprefentatlons des

pays fur les medailles. Elle eft curieufe. M. Addifon employe un troifieme

•entretien a faire le parellele un peu flatte des anciennes medailles avec les

modernes. Cet auceur debute fort bien, les caradtcres des perfonnages font

bien marques ; tout y refpire une converfation d'amis libres, polls, et fa-

vants ; mais il auroit tout aulTi bien pu donner aux deux derniers entretiens Ic

•nom de lettiics, d'eflais que de dialogues. L'epitre de Pope eft digne de lui

;

mais cette infcription de la medaille imaginaire de Craggs, infcription en fix

grands vers, auroit ete peu goutee par Addifon*. On ne fait pas I'eloge

d'un ouvrage didaiflique, en negligeant le plus important de fes preceptes.

J'ai commence /<? bel ouvrage de M. Spanbeim, de Prteftantia et Vfu Nu~
tnijmatum, en deux Volumes in ^io. Amjierdam, 1671. Ce n'eft pas la

meilleure edition i mais je m'en fers en attendant celle de Londres de 1708,

que je fais venir de Geneve. J'ai lu la Preface et la Differtation I. p. 1—
49 ; fur la beaute et les agremens de la fcience numifmatique ; et la Differta^

tion TI. p. 49—68, fur les fecours que les grammariens y trouvent pour

determiner le caraftere et I'orthographe des langues de I'antiquite. J'ai

acheve quelques reflexions fur les Fajies d'Ovide, V. No. IV. de mon Recueil

d'Qbfervations.

Fevrier

contains the reprefentatlon of countries on medals : it is curious. Mr. Addifon has a

third dialogue, in which the parallel is drawn between ancient and modern medals

;

rather flattering for the ancients. In the firfl dialogue, the author fets out well ; his

charafters are well marked ; and the whole has the air of a free converfation among
polite and learned friends^: but the two following dialogues might as well have been

called letters or elTays. Pope's epiftle is worthy of himfelf ; but the infcription on his

imaginary medal of Craggs, filling fix verfes, would not have been reliflied by Addifon *.

It is a bad compliment to a didadlic work, to violate, in commending it, the moft im.

portant precept which it contains.

I began Spanheim's noble work Je Prejlantia et Ufu l^nmifmatum, in tivo volumes, 4/0.

jimferdam. This is not the beft edition ; but I make ufe of it till I receive that of

London, 170S, from Geneva. I read the Preface and Differtation L p. I— 49, on the

beauty and entertainment of medaille knowledge : and Differtation II. p. 49—68, on
the alTiftance which it may afford to grammarians in afcertaining the letters and

orthography of ancient languages. I finiOied fome refledions on Ovid's Fajii. bee my
Collection of Obfervations, No. IV.

• V. Dialog, iii. p. 154—156.

N N 2 February
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Fevrier 13]—J'^i ^crit quelques remarques fur les etrcs allegoriques d«

mcdailles, F. No. V. de mon Recueil.

J'ai lu Sfanhebn de Ufu et Prajlantia Numijmatum, Differt. II. p. 63

—

•

93. C'eft une fuite de fes obfervations grammadcales. Elles font curieuies,

mais un peu feches. Spanheim oublie un peu fa politeffe pour relancer

Triftan. II eft vrai que fa meprife etoit des plus lourdes.

J'ai acheve le qtiarantihne tome de la Bibliotheque Rai/onnee : j'y trouvc

Traitejur le Semi Rontain, par le DoSteur Middleton. La queftion fur la

methode d'entrer dans ce corps, me paroit des plus fimples. Les rois, les

confuls, et les cenfeurs y nommoient: mais comme ils y mettoient toujours

les quefteurs, leur pouvoir diminuoit, a mefure qu'ils fe multiplioient;, et il fe

trouva reduic a une pure formalite, lorfqu'ils furent devenus alTez nombreux

pour recruter le fenat tout feuls.

—

Hijioire de la Snedcy par M. Dalhi, en

Suedois. Ce pays eft nouveau ; il y a deux mille ans que les montagnes de

la Suede, et encore plus celles du Dannemarck, ne formoient qu'un archipel

de petites ifles entrecoupees de canaux et de detroits. La mer s'eft retiree:,

et fe retire tous les jours dans la proportion d'environ cinquante pouces par

fiecle. On croit meme que I'ocean, beaucoup plus etendu dans le com-

inencement de I'empire Remain, s'etoit cuvert une communication avec la

mer Cafpienne. Cette circonftance, et un climat moins rigoureux alors,

rendoic

February I3-]—"I wrote fome remarks concerning the allegorical perfonages on.

aiedals. See my Colk£lion, No. V.

I read Spauheiniy de Ufu et Prajlantia Numijmatiim , Difert. IL p. 68—93. It con-

tains the fequel of his grammatical obfervations. They are curious, but rather dry.

Spanheim forgets his politenefs in refuting Triftan. The latter's miftake indeed was

a moft abfurd one.

I finiflied the fortieth volume of the Bibliotb^ue Raijhnnee. It contains Dr. Jllidd/e-

toiis Treatife on the Roman Senate. The queftion concerning the mode of entering into

the Roman fenate appears to me capable of an eafy anfwer. The nomination belonged

fuccedively to the kings, confuls, and cenfors. But as they always named the queftors,

their right of naming gradually became of lefs value as the queftors became more nu-

merous, and was reduced to a mere formality, when their number became fufHcient

to fupply that of the fenate.

—

Hifiory of Sweden, by Mr. Dalin, in Siuedijh. This is a

new country. Two thoufand years ago the mountains of Sweden, as well as thofe of

Denmark, ftood in an archipelago of little iflands interfered by canals and ftraitsi The

fea retired, and ftill continues to retire, the fpace of fifty inches, each century. It is

tliought alfo that the ocean, v/hich covered a far greater furface towards the beginning

of
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rendoit les emigrations des Scydies beaucoup plus faciles. La colonic la

plus celebre y pafla vers I'an lOO, fous la conduite d'Odin, Scythe des bards

du Tanais. Ce legiflateur du Nord s'ctablit u Upfal, le fiege de la religion

ct de I'empire. Ses fuccefleurs, rois, pontifes, maitres d'un beau pays, ec

refpedtcs des autres rois de la nation, y regnerent jufqu'en 870 ; fa race ne

s' teignit en Norvege qu'en 1060.

Fevrier 15.]—J'ai lu Spanheim, de Fr^JtantiaNumiJmatum, Difert. 11.

p, o-x 1 1 2. C'eft un peu trop une declamation fur la morale et la politique

des medailles, affez ennuyeufe, quoique I'auteur y ait enchafe tous les termes

numifmatiqiies. Pourquoi juftifier la lachete du fcnat qui dctruifoit, autanc

qu'il pouvoit, Ic feul frein qui reftoit encore a fcs tyrans ? lis les louoienr

(dit on) pour leur tracer la route de la vertu et de la gloire. Cette excufe

etoit bonne la premiere annee de Domitien, mais elle ne valoit rien la.

quinzieme. Et puis quels eloges nouveaux avoient-ils pour Trajan ?

16.]—J'ai lu Spanheim., de Praftantia Numifmatumy Differt. 11. p. 112

—

122, et Dijfert. III. p. 122—166. Les lumieres que les reprefentadons

des animaux fur les medailles peuvent fournir a. I'hiftoire naturelle, y font

ctalees.^

ef the Roman empire, opened a communication with the Cafpian Sea. Tliis circurn-

ftance, and a climate milder than the prefent, facilitated the emigrations of the Scythians,-

Their moft celebrated colony travelled to the North in the year of J. C. 100, under the

conduft of Odin, a Scythian from the banks of the Tanais. This legifiator of the

North refided at Upfal, the feat of his religion and empire. His fuccefibrs, both kings

and piiefts, were mailers of a fine country, and refpefted by the other kings of the

nation. They reigned at Upfal till A. C 870. Their family was not extinct in Nor_
way till 1060.

February 15.]—I read Spanheim, dc Prajiantia et Ufit Numifmatum, Bijtrt. II. p. 03

—

112: and found it a tirefome declamation on the morality and policy to be learned from

medals ; in which the author has contrived to introduce all the technical medallic

terms. Why does he juftify the fenate for i-emoving the only check that remained on

the tyranny of the emperors ? They pralfed them, he fays, to fnew to them the road of

virtue and glory. This excufe was good in the firft year of Domidan's reign ; but was

good for nothing In the fifteenth, Befides, what new praife was kept in referve for

Trajan ?

16.]—I read Spanheim, de Prajlantia Numifmatuni, Dijprt, II. p. 112— 122. He
defcribes the advantages which natural hiftory may derive from medals. I faw with

pleafure
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<talees. J'y ai vu avec plaifir la preuve de ce que j'avols avance dans hwa

EJfai, fur les fpeftacles du Cirque et de I'Amphichacre.

J'ai acheve le quarante et mime tome de la Bibliotheque Raijonnee. J'y

trouve Voyage de MonJ. Anjon, premier et deuxieme Extrait. Je connois

peu de livres auffi amufans ; mais le portrait du chef eft bien flatte. Cet

homme, eleve enfuite aux premieres places, n'a point foutenu le fardeau de

fa renommee. II ne lui eft refte que celui de choifir et d'employer le me-

rite. Brett, Saunders, Rodney, Keppel, font du nombre de fes eleves.-^

Traitejur les Miracles, far M. le Maine : un pareil ouvrage affoiblit la

religion qu'il veut appuyer. Nous fommes bien faits pour appercevoir I'eten-

due de la puiffance de la nature, et des anges ! Connoiflbns-nous feulement

celle de nos femblables ?

—

Les Mtvurs. On ne peut plus accufer les

ennemis de la revelation, de n'etre pas les amis de la religion naturelle. Le

pauvre Touffaint fait a prefent la Gazette de Bruxelles. Quel emploi pour

un philofophe !

—

Ouvrage de Penelope, ou Machiavel en Medecine, par M. de

la Metrie : c'eft une fatyre mordante, ingenieufe, et favante ; contre la

faculte de Paris, et furtout Aftruc, Sylva, Chirac, et Winflow.

Fevrier 17.]—Matinee perdue. J'ai cependant trouve moyen de lire

.Spanheim, de Prajlantia Numijmatim, Dijfert. III. p.i66— ic)6 : c'eft une

fuitc

pleafure the proof of what I had faid in my Eflay on the fubjefts of the Circus and

Amphitheatre.

I finlftied the forty-firft volume of the Bibliotheque Raifonnee. It contains Anfon'i

Voyage, fiijl and fecoiid ExtraEi. I know few books that are more araufing ; but the

hero is pahited in too flattering colours. When afterwards raifed to the firft employ-

ments of ftate, he was unable to fupportthe weight of his renown. One praife indeed

belongs to him, that of choofing and employing merit. Brett, Saunders, Rodney, and

Keppel are among thofe whom he brought forward and educated.

—

Mr. Ie Maine's

Treatife on Miracles. Such a work tends to injure the caufe of religion which it endea-

vours to fupport. How ill qualified are we to afcertain the powers of nature, and of

angels ! Do we know exa£lly the extent of thofe belonging to our fellow-creatures ?

—Morals. The enemies of Revelation can no longer be accufed of hoftility to natural

religion. Poor Touflaint is now the editor of the Bruflels Gazette. Strange employ.

ment for a philofopher ! —Penelope's Web, or Machiavel Phyftcian, by Mr. de la Metrie :

a -fevere, ingenious, and learned fatire againft the faculty in Paris, particularly Aftruc,

Sylva, Chirac, and Winflow.

February 17.]—This morning was loft, except that I found time to read Spanheim,

de prajlantia Nuniiftnatutn, D'Jeri. III. />. 1 66— ip6. He continues the fame fubjeft ;

panthers,
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fiiite du meme fujet ; des pantheres, des Terpens, et des dauphins. L'arti-

cle des Terpens furtout, les miniftres des oracles, et les genies tutelaires, eft

curieux.^

Fevrier 1 8.]—Ce foir j'ai lu un conte en vers, que Voltaire vient de faire,

et qu'on m'a prete. Ce qui plait aux dames ; c'eft I'autorite. L'idce eft em-
pruntee de la Femme de Bath, de Pope. Le conte eft d'ailleurs un peu dif-

fus, et les vers n'ont point cette legerete, et ce nature!, qui eft fi effentiel.

On m'a prete en meme tems I'Eloge du Due de Sully, par M. Thomas : piece

qui a remporte le prix de I'academie Fran^oife.

19.]—Au lieu de continuer Spanheim, j'ai rppris mon Recueil Geogra'

phique fur I'ltalie, qu'il faut expedier. J 'en ai ecrit deux pages et demie fur

I'Etrurie.

J'ai acheve I'Eloge du Due de Sully. M. Thomas eft un grand orateur.-

Quelle force dans la penfee ! quelle rapidite dans le ftyle ! II a I'ame d'un

citoyen, I'efprit d'une philofophe, et le pinceau d'un grand peintre. C'eft

Demofthene, mais Demofthene qui a facrifie aux graces. On y trouve, avec

toute la pompe de I'eloquence, la precifion des details, qui ne font jamais

petits, quand ils font bien choifis, et bien rendus ; et la fidelite hiftorique

qui ne peut qu'embellir I't-loge de tout homme qui en merite un. Le pa-

rellele

272

panthers, ferpents, dolphins. The part refpe£ling ferpen'ts, thofe minifters of oracles,

and tutelary genii, is particularly curious,

February 18.J— In the evening I read a tale in verfe, which was lent to me, juft

pubiifhed by Voltaire, What mojl plcafes luomen ? Command. The defign is borrowed'

from Pope's Wife of Bath. The narrative is rather difFufe, and the verfes have not

that natural cafe and brifknefs which is an eflential requifite. I borrowed at the fame

time the Panegyric of the Date of Sii//y, iy Air. Thomas; a performance which gained

the prize propofed by the French Academy.

ip.J^nftead of continuing Spanheim, I refumed my Geographical ColleSIion on hal^y

which I wiQi to put out of hand. I wrote two pages and an half of it, on Etruria.

I finifhed Bully s Panegyric. Mr. Thomas is a great orator. What ftrength of

thought, what rapidity of ftyle I He has the foul of a citizen, the fenfe of a philofo-

pher, and the pencil of a great painter. His manner is that of Demofthenes, but of

Demofthencs who has facrificed to the graces. United with the pomp of eloquence, we
find an accurate detail of particulars, which are never minute when they are well chofen

and well expreffed ; and that hiftorical truth which always embelliflies the panegyric of

every man entitled to public praife. The parallel of Sully with Colbert is not drawn.

% with
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4-ellele dc Colbert et de Sully, bien loin d'etre flateur pour fon hcros, ne lui

eft pas equitable. On compare trop les difficultes que ces deux miniftres ont

eu a furmonter. Faut il comparer les horreurs de la ligue, quarante ans de

ouerres civiles, le fanatifme et I'independance maitres de tous les efprits et

800 millions des dettes, avec les caprices de la Fronde, quclques concuffions

de Mazarin, et une nation fans chef, fans principes de revoke, et laflee des

defordres domeftiqties. M. Thomas ne fe fouvient pas toujours que I'eloge

eft un o-enre mitoyen entre I'hiftoire et I'oraifon funebre; peut etre meme

que fonftyle fort fublime et nourri des images les plusjufteset les plus har-

dies, auroit pu fe paffer de la comparaifon, de Tapoftrophe, et de toutes les

fioures, qui ne conviennent parfaitement qu'a la poefie. Je fuis fur qu'il

fluroit mieux fait de ne point faire contrafter les operations du Sully avec

celles de la fagefie eternelle. Ceft un fublime toujours faux, qui ne peut

que ravaler les deux objets de la comparaifon.

Fevrier 20.]—J'ai ccrit une page et demie du RecueilGeographique, fur Ic

Tybre et les rivieres qui s'yjettent.

J'ai acheve le quarante deuxieme tome de la Bihliotheque Raijonnee. A nc

confiderer .que le Voyage de la Baye d'Hud/on, par M. Ellis, on ne peut

douter de I'exiftence du paflage tant recherche du Nord Oueft. En tout cas

la

with flattery, fcarcely with equity, towards the former. Mr. Thomas dwells too long

on the comparlfon of the difficulties which thefe two miiiifters had refpeiSlively to

encounter. The horrors of the league, forty years of civil war, enthufiafm and inde-

pendence in the public mind, and eight hundred millions of debt ; thefe were difficul-

ties incomparably greater than the caprices of the Fronde, fome extortions on the part

of Cardinal Mazarine, a nation deftitute of either principles or leaders of rebellion

and long weary of domeflic difturbances. Mr. Thomas does not always remember that

a panegyric ought to hold the middle place between a hiftory and a funeral oration.

Perhaps the (Irength and fublimity of his ftyle, replete with images as bold as they

are natural, might have enabled him to difpcnfe with comparifons, apoftrophes, and

all thofe figures, which more properly belong to poetry. I am certain he would have

tlone well to omit his comparlfon of Sully's operations with thofe of eternal wifdom
j

a fpecies of falfe fublime which can only tend to degrade both the compared objects.

February 20.]—I wrote a page and an half of my Geographical Collenion on the

Tiber, and the rivers wliich flow into it.

I finilhed tlie forty-fecond volume of tlie Biblktheque Raifoniiee. If we confider CMily

Mr. Eliis's Voyage to Hudfoii^s Bay, the exiflence of a north-weft paflage will appear

very doubtful. Be tliat as it may, the Company will always endeavour to prevent its

8 difcovery.
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la compagnle en empechera toujours la dicouvene.—Ejfaifur la Marine da

^AncienSffar M. Dejlandes. Jamais les anciens n'ont connu que les triremes,

ou les vaifTeaux de guerres a trois ponts, chaque pont garni de rames de

longueurs difFerentes. Les quadriremes, &c. n'etoient que des ponts fupe-

rieurs garnis de machines, mais fans rames.

—

Exfojition des Decouverls de

Newton, par M. Maclatirin : ouvrage admire de tous les mathematicitns.

J'efpere y ajouter un jour un fufFrage cclaire.

—

Relation d'un Voyage an Perou,

par M. Bouquer. Les Cordilieres forment la chaine de montagnes la plus

haute de la terre. Le fommet du Chimboraco eft eleve de 3217 toifcs, au

deflus de la mer; eta 2400 toifes la niege ne fond plus. Le province de

Quito eft un vallon des Cordilieres, et cependant fes habitans font les plus

eleves qu'on connoilfe. Les monumens qui fubfiftent encore, ne permettent

point de douter fur la grandeur des Incas. On voit encore les traces de la

.chauflee de 400 lieus de Cufco a Quito.

—

Melange Harleien, tome vi. On

y trouve la fuite d'une piece, ou regne la bonne philofophie,- De I'axiome que

I'Etre Eternel fe fuffit a lui meme, on deduit une religion fans fuperftition,

fans contradictions, et fans peines eternelles.

—

Voyage en Turquie et en Perfe,

par M. Otter : curieux, mais bien fee—L/? Vie henreuje, par M. de la

Metric: c'eft un fou, qui empoifonne en riant.— i?«;7^;-^?ic'j- /ar /-f D/V^jcw-

naire

difcovery.

—

J'l Ef')') J>y Mr. Dejlatides, on the Alarltie of the Ancients. The ancients

never made ufe of any but trireme gallies, that is, veflels with three tire of oars of dif-

ferent lengths. The quadriremes, Sec. had decks above thefe barns of oars, provided

with machines of war ; but they had only three tire of oars.

—

Maclaiirin's Account of

Sir Ifinc Ntiutoii's Difcoveries. A work admired by all mathematicians. I hope to be

able at fome future time to beftow on it enlightened approbation.

—

Narrative ofa Voyage

to Peru, by Mr. Boucher. The Cordilleras form the hlgheft chain of mountains in the

world. The top of Chimboraco is 3217 fathom above the fea : at the height of 2400

the fnow never melts. The province of Qu^ito, though a valley in the Cordilleras, is the

highefl inhabited country known. Subfifting monuments ftill atteft the former greatnefs

of the Incas. We yet behold the veftiges of the caufeway extending 400 leagues from

Cufco to Quito.

—

The Harlelan Mifcellany, Vol. vi._ contains the fequel of a work dif-

tinguiflied by the fpirit of found philofophy. From the axiom that the Eternal Bein" is

all-fufiicient in himfelf, a religion is deduced, free from fuperftition, contradiflions, and

eternal punifliments.

—

Travels in Turkey and Peifia, h Mi: Otter: curious, but dry.

—

The happy Life, by Mr. de la Metric : the work of a fool, whofe laughter is poifonous.

VOL. II. e —Remarks

.
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vaire de Bayle, La fuperftition intolerante eft encore plus dangereufe qite

rimpiete.

Fevrier 24.]—J'ai ecrit une page et demie du Reaieil Geographiquefur

rOmbrie. Je commence a mettre dans le detail de chaque region, un ordre

qui me fera tres utile.

' 25.]—J'ai acheve le qtiaranie troifihne tome de la Bibliotheque Raifomee.

J'y trouve Leibnizn Protogea : ouvrage pofthume d'un grand homme, fur

la ftruflure primitive de la terre. Tout etoit cahos. Une incendie fondic

la maflCjNet les matieres differentes acquirent leur dcgre de folidite, depuis la

vitrification des pierres precieufes jufqu'a la fluidice des eaux, a proportion

du tems qu'elles ont mis a fe refroidir.

—

Hijloire du Stathouderat, et celle du

Parlement d'Angkterre, far VAbbe Raynal. Ses portraits font remplis de

tres jolies antithefes.

—

Wftoire de Jovien, par VAbbe de la Bleterie, avec la

Tradu^ion de qii(lques Ouvrages de Julien. Quelle litterature, quel gout,

et quelle elegance ! J'ajoute, et quelle moderation! Julien etoit Payen,

ct I'Abbe ne halt que les Jefuites.

—

L'EJprlt des Loix. Qu'en dire ici ?

—

Le Rot Patriate. Milord Bolingbroke avoit de la force et de I'elevation dans

I'efprit, mais il eft petit philofophe.

—

Recherches libresjur les Miracles., par

le Dp£}eur Middkton. Cet homme avoit bien de la nettete et de la penetra-

tion.

^—Remarks on Bayl/s DiBiotiary. Intolerant fuperftition is more dangerous than im-

piety.

February 24.]—I wrote a page and an half of my Geographical Collection, on the fub-

ie£l of Umbria. I begin to put the materials in order, belonging to each region of

Italy, which will be of much ufe to me. I finilhed the forty -third volume of the

Bibliotheque Raifonnee. It contains Leibtiizii Protogea : a pofthumous work of this great

man, on the original fl;ru£lure of the earth. Chaos firft reigned ; a conflagration

melted the mafs •, and difl"erent fubllances acquired different degrees of hardnefs from

fluid water to vitrified gems, in proportion to the time they were in cooling.

—

The

Hiflory of the Office of Stadthohler, and of the Parliament of England, by the Abbe- Raynal.

The pictures which he draws are filled with pretty antithefes.

—

The Hijiory of Jovian

^

and the Tranfation fffome Worlds of Julian, by the Abbe de la Bleterie : admirable, in

point of erudition, tafte, elegance, and 1 will add, moderation. Julian was a Pa-

gan, but the Abbe hates only the Jefuits.— 271^ Spirit of Laws. What occafion was

there to fpeak of it here ?

—

Lord Bolingbrohe's Patriot King. This lord had ftrength

'And elevation of mind , but he was a forry philofopher.—JJcf/i&'/rffl«V Free Inq'uiry into

tin
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tion. II voyoic bien jufqu'ou Ton pouvoit pouffer ies confequences de fes

principes, mais il ne lui convenoit pas de Ies tirer.

Fevrier 26.]—J'ai ccrit trois pages de mon Recueil Geographique, au cha«

pitre du Samnium. J'ai acheve le pays des Sabins, et ime partie de celui da

Marfes,

27.]—J'ai eerie deux pages de mon Recueil Geographique, au chapitre du

Samniim, fur le lac Fucinus, le pays des Equi, et celui des Peligni.

J'ai auffi lu mon Spanheim, de Ufu et Pr^Jlantia Nutmjmatum, Dijfert. III.

p. 196— 245. II y eft queftion des animaux fabuleuxdu fphinx, de I'hydre,

des fyrenes, des oifeaux Styniplialides, du phoenix, &c. On voit cependant

que I'efprit des Grecs, tout romanefque qu'il etoit, a moins invente qu'il

n'a embelli. Le fphinx n'etoit dans Torigine qu'une guenon d'Ethiopie, dont

Ies habitans de la Thebaide firent le fymbole du myftere, et qu'ils placoient

aux portes de leurs temples.

28.]—Je n'ai lu de Spanheim que Dijfevt. III. p. 245—253. II y eft

queftion des anirnaux monftrueux et hycroglyphiques, dont Ies noms' font

iaconnus.

J'ai acheve le quarante quatrieme tome de la Bibliotheque Raijonnee, J'y ai

trouve Hiftoire des Papes, par Bower ; premier et deuxieme Extrait. Les

commencemens de Rome Chretienne, font pour le moins auffi obfcurs et

fabuleux

the Miracksy k^c. This man was endowed with penetration and accuracy. He fa\^'

%v!iere his principles led ; but he did not think proper to draw the confequences.

February 26.]— I wrote tliree pages of my Geographical Collection, on the fubjecb of

Samniuw. I have now finiflied the country of the Sabine?, and a part of die territories

of the Marfi.

27.]— I wrote two pages of the cliapter Samnium in my Geographical ColUcliott, dc-

fcriblng the lake Fucinus, and the countries of the Equi and Peligni.

I alfo read Spanheim, de Ufu et Prajlaniia Nuniifmatum, Dijfert. III. p. 196—245.

He treats of fabulous animals, the fphinx, hydra, firenes, the birds of Stymphalus, the

phoenix, &c. We may perceive tliat the genius of the Greeks, romantic as it was,

employed itfelf rather in embellifliment than invention. Tlie fphinx was originally an

Ethiopian ape, whom the inhabitants of Thebais chofe for the fymbol of myftery, and

placed at the gates of their temples.

28.]— I read in Spanheim only Dijfrt. III. p. 245—253. He treats of monfters and

hieroglyphics, whofe names are unknovirn.

I finiflied the forty-fourth volume of the Bibliotheque Ruifonnee. It contains Biiver's

Lives of the Popes ; frji and fcnnd ExtraEl, The beginnings of Cliriflian Rome are

002 at
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fabukux que ceiix dc Rome Payenne. On a reproche a I'auteur d'avoir fait

line compilation parciale et indigefte des Papes. C'eft un fripon demafque,

qui a joui pendant vingt ans de la faveur publique, pour avoir quitte une

{e&e a laquelle il tenoit encore, et pour avoir ete confeiller de I'inquifition

dans la ville de Macerata, ou il n'y a point d'inquifition.

—

Voix libre d'un

Citoyen. Quand un roi Polonois ccrit fur la conftitution de fa patrie, on

eft furpris de ne voir que les lieux communsd'un rheteur, et les vifions im-

praticables d'un fpeculatif de cabinet.

—

'Traite fur les Syjlemes, far VAbbe

de Condillac. II eft tres finement penfe ; mais I'Abbe de Condillac confond

quelquefois les verites de theorie, qui peuvent decouler de quelques"prin-

cipes generaux, et les arts pratiques, qui demandent encore les talens, I'ex-

perience, &c. et dont quelqu'uns par leur nature font beaucdup plus incer-

tains. VAfiatique tolerant. Des verites importantes et communes, ex-

primees avec beaucoupde hardiefte.

—

L'Jrt defairs eclorre les Poulets, ^c.

par M. de Reaumur. Celui-ci eft fur et facile. Cet homme me feroit aimer

I'hiftoire naturelle. Quel inftinft que celui du Poulet, qui travaille pend-

ant une demi-journee a I'ouvrage difficile de fa propre naiflance !

—

EJai de

Philofophie Morale, far M. dc Maupertuis : ncn i tu ne me feras pas hair

la vie.

Eloge

at leaft as obfcure and fabulous as thofe of the Pagan. The author is reproached with

making a partial and ill-digefted compilation of papal biography. He is a rogue un-

mafked, who enjoyed, for twenty years, the favour of the public, becaufe he had quitted

a feft to which he flill fecretly adhered ; and becaufe he had been a counfellor of the

inquifition in the town of Macerata, where an inquifition never exidcii.— TA^J^-ei- Voice

of a Citizen. When a king of Poland writes on the conftitution of his country, we

fhould not expeift to find the trite topics of a rhetorician, or the fpeculative dreams of

a pedant.

—

A Treatije en Syfems, by the Abbe Condillac : judicious, and abounding with

fine thoughts ; but the Abbe fometimes confounds theory and truths flowing from a few

general principles, with thofe praflical arts which require talents and experience, and

which from their nature are liable to great uncertainty.—2"/6^ Toleration of tjye

Afatics : truths common and important, expreffed with much boldneft

—

The Art of

hatching Eggs, is'c. by Mr. Reaumur. That propofed is fare and eafy. This author

will mr.ke me in love with natural hiilory. Kow extraordinary an inftinft is that

of the chicken, which employs itfelf half a day in the difficult work of its own birth !

—Effay on Moral. Phihfo^hyy by Mr. Maupertuis. No ; you are not able to make me
hate life.
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Ehgc de M. de SchuUens. Ce fiivant a trop prefere les Hcbreux aux

Arabes.

Mars I.]—J'ai lu Spanheim, Dijfat. IV. p. 253—265. Des animaux il

pafie aux phntes, et liircout aa lotus, dont les Egyptiens couronnoient

fouvent fur les medailks leurs rois, leurs dieux, et leurs animaux facres.

2.]—J'ai lu Spanheim, Dijfcrt. IF. p. 265—310. II eft toujours queflion

des plantes, qui font reprcfentees fur les medailles.

J'ai acheve le quarante cinquieme tome de la Biblictbeqiie Raifonnee. ]'y

trouve Negociations dii Chevalier Edmond, publiees par le DoSleur Birch : cu-

rieufes pour le caradere, les dernieres annees,etIamort d'Elizabeth.

—

Memoircs

de Brandehonrg. Us font bien ecrits j mais ceux de I'auteur, que je les attends

avec impatience /

—

'Trc.itc Jiirla Glee;, par M. de Mairan : profond et judi-

cieux. J'avois fenti aufTi bien que le journalifbe, qu'il ne faut pas mukiplier

les etres, et que le feu mis en mouvement fuffit fans la maticre fubtile.

—

Hiftcire Naturelle, par M. de Bu£on, preinier tome. Le grand peintre^ et le

genie original ! Le journalifte veut foutenir le deluge. Mais quel aveu, que

les coquillages ne fe trouvent fur les montagnes que jufqu'a la hauteur de

600 pieds.

—

Recueil de Pieces d'Eloquence de VAcademie Franfoife : vox et

prceterea nihil.

—

Hijloire de la Suede, par M. Dalin, en Suedois, tome deuxihne.

Li

The Eloge of Air. Sckttlteiis. This learned man preferred the Jews too much
to the Arabians.

]March i.]—I itzA Spanbdm, Dijfert. IV. p. 253— 265. From animals, he proceeds-

to plants, and particularly the lotus, with which the Egyptian medals often crown-

their kings, gods, and facred animals.

2.]— I read Spanheim, Dijjert. IV. p. 26^-^2^°' He ftill treats of the plants rc-

prefented on medals.

I finifhed the forty-fifth volume of the Bihlioiheqiie Raifjniue. It contains Eu'ms^ia'J

Negotiations, publi(hed by Dr. Birch : curious, in as far as it relates to the character,

laft years, and death of Qu^een Elizabeth

—

Memoirs of Braiidenbiirgh. They are well

written; but the memoirs of the author hirafelf—how impatiently do I expe6l them !—
Treatlfe on Ice, by Air. Alairaii : judicious and profound. I perceived, as well as the

journal-writer, that caufes ought not to be multiplied without neccffity ; and that fire

fetin motion is fuflicient without the fubtile matter.

—

Natural Hl/lcry, by Mr. Buffm:
a great painter, and an original genius. Tlie reviewer endeavours to defend the de^

luge ; but confefles that fhells are found in the mouutaijis only at the elevation of fij;

hundred feet.

—

AColleEllon of Pieces of Eloquence of the French Academy : vox etprasterea

njlul.— !r/.r Hifory of Sweden, by Mr. Dalin, in Siuedl/h, Vol. ii, Superftition ,u d

^ clciical.
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La fuperftition et la pulflance du clerge furent portefes par les Suedois au plus

haut point. Cette nationj en fe convertiflant, prit le fyftemc eiuier, et

devint Chretienne a la mode du douzicme ficcle. Elie n'avoit point de

traditions anciennes a reclamer. Son hiftoire ne liii fourniffoit aucun argu-

ment centre le fyfteme Remain, et fon ignorance I'empechoit de les chercher

dans celles des autres peuples, dans la raifon, ec dans I'ecriture.

—

Parellele

des Marbres de Pares avec les Chromqiies Egyptienucs. C'efl. une piece ori-

ginale. Je vois que I'auteur (VAbhe Richer du Boucher) meprife ces mar-

bres ; et qu'il a beaucoup etudic Mancihon. Toutes fes decouvertes

viennent a un fyfteme general qu'il ne rcvelc point. Je ne faurois en •

clperer beaucoup.

Mars 3.]—J'ai lu Spanheim, Bijfert. IV. p. 310—340; et Biffent. V.

p, -^40— 344. II finit I'ardcle des plantes. J 'en fuis charme. Elles n'ont

qu'une liailbn indirefte avec les medailles. D'ailleurs Spanheim n'etoit

point botanifte, et je n'ai pas envie de le devenir. J'ai achcve ce qui doit

etre la partie la moins intereJTante de I'ouvrage. La deuxieme diflertation

eft seche, quoique utile : mais je reduiroisa dix pages toutes les declamations

de morale et de politique, et je ne conferverois des deux derniereSj que

quelques faits choifis et debaraffes de tout attirail ctranger.

Mars

clerical power reaclicd the higheft pitch in Sweden. At the time of their converfion,

the Swedes adopted the whole papal fyftem, and became Chridiaus after the fafhion

of the twelfth century. They could not plead the authority of any ancient traditions;

their hillory fuvnidied them not with any argument againft the Roman faith, and their

ignorance hindered them from feeking fuch arguments in the hiftory of other nations,

in reafon, or in fcripture.

—

Parallel of the AriindeFian Marbles ivkh the Egyptian ChrO'

nicies. I perceive that the author, the Abbe Richer du Boucher, has a great contempt

for thefe marbles ; and that he is deep in Manethou. All his difcoveries are conne£Vcd

with a general fyftem of chronology, which he does not explain. I do not expeci

much from it.

March 3.]— I read Spanheim, Divert. IV. p. 310—340 ; and DiJJlrt. V. p. 340—
344. He concludes the article of plants; I am glad of it ; they are but little conneded

with medals : Spanheim was not a botanift, nor do I wifli to become one. I have now

finifhed the moft interelling part of his work. The fecond diflertation is dry, but ufe-

ful : his declamations on morals and politics might be reduced to ten pages ; and from

the two lad diflertations I would feledl only a few fails, cleared from all circumftances

foreign to the fubjeQ.

March
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Mars 4-]—J'^' ^" Spanheim, Dijfert. V. p. 344—373. 11 y a une grande

erudition, et des details tres curieux fur Jes cornes dont on ornoit la tete

d'Ammon, de Junon, de Bacchus, des Fleuves, d'Alexandre, et de fes

foccefleurs.

5.]—^J'ai parcouru le Nouvel Aretin. Une crafTe ignorance, un bouffone-

rie de corps de garde, et des difcours impertinents, qui n'ont pas meme Ic

merite de la nouveaute, diftinguent ce mauvais ouvrage, qu'on rejetteroit

for le champ, ne fiit-il qu'ecrit contre la religion avec une licence effrenee.

6.]—J'ai acheve le qiiarante fixieme tome de la Bibliotheque Raijonnee. J'y

trouve Le Siietone d'Oudendorp. L'edidon me paroit bonne. Mais pour-

quoi en faire une aprcs celle de Gr^evius ? Pourquoi omettre les excellens

commentaires de Torrentius etde Cafaubon ?

—

Memoires dela Reine ChriJ-

tine : curieux, et d'un travail immenfe.

—

Memoires de I'Academie de Peterf-

bourg. Toutes les inftitutions en RufTie doivent etre bien entendues. On a pu

les jetter tout d'une fonte, dans un tems qu'elles etoient deja perfeftionnees

chez fes voifins.

—

Nouveau Diclionnaire Hiftorique et Critique, par M. de

Chaufepie. J'y trouve le favoir et I'exaftitude de Bayle, mais 011 eft fa phi-

lofophie et fon genie ?

Mars 9.]—J'ai cork trois pages et demie de men Reciiell Geographique..

J'ai acheve le cha'pitre du Samnium, par un precis aflez dctaille fur les Sam-

nites

March 4.]~I read SpMihehrt, Dijprt. V. /. 344—373. This part 15 replete with'

erudition, and enters into many curious particulars concerning the horns which adorn

the head of Amnion, Juno, Bacchus, Rivers, Alexander, and his lucceflbrs.

5.]— I ghnced over the New Aretin. Crofs ignorance, blackguard buffoonery, and

impertinent reafonings, which have not even the merit of novelty, difgrace this

wretched performance, which would be thrown by with difguft, did it not attack reli--

gion with the mofl (hocking indecency.

6.]— I finiflied the forty-fixth volume of the Bibliotheque Raifinnee. It contains

Suetonius, by Oudendorp. The edition is good, but unneceiTary after that of Grjevius.

Why are the excellent commentaries of Torrentius and Cafaubon omitted }—Memoirs
of ^leen Chri/iina : a curious work, and of immenfe induftry.

—

Memoirs of the Aca-

demy of Peterjhurgb. All the inftitutions of the RulTians ought to be well contrived,

,

and (kilfully proportioned. They may be made at one call, from models highly im-

proved among their neighbours.

—

A Netu Hijlorical and Critical Diclionary, by Mr.
Chaufepie : the learning and accuracy of Bayle, without lils philofophy and genhis.

9.]—I wrote three pages and an half of my Geographical ColL-eljon. I have now
fini(hed the chapter on Samnium^ by a complete abridgment of what concerns the Sam-

2 7ute:
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nites ct fur le Duclie de Beneventum. J'a auffi commence le chapitre dc

VJfulie, doncj'ai fait la premiere divifion, le pays dtsHirphil.

Mars lo.]—J'ai ccrit presde quatre pages de mon Recueil Geographique.

C'efl: tout le refte du chapitre de VApuUe. II y a iin article aflez etendu

icx ^arente.

J'ai acheve le quarante Jeptiime tome de la Bibliothcque Raijomiee. J'y

trouvc Mimoires Critiques fur les Suijfes, par M. de Eochat : vaine et futile

fcience des etymologies !

—

Nouveau 'Teftament de Wetfteln. Le MS. Alex-

drin paroit avoir etc ecrit en Egypte, vers la fin du cinquieme fiecle.

—

Lettres fur les Jubiles, par M. le Chciis : favantes et philofophiques.

—

La

Monogomie, par M. -de Premontval. Pourquoi interefler la religion dans une

queftion de calcul et de convenance ?

—

Defcn/e du Chriftianifnie, par le

Dolfeur Stebhing. II fe bat bien, mais il embrafTe trop de terrein ; il faudroit

abandonner au moins les ouvrages exterieurs.

—

Dcfenfe de Mcyje contre Apple;;,

par I'Ahhe Richer du Bcuchet. II rcpand toujours fur fon fyfleme chrono-

kjgique, une obfcurite myfterieuie. Je n'ofe decider, mais je le crois un peu

vifionnaire, parceque : i. II park des dynafties Egyptiennes comme il

pourroit faire de la cour de Louis XIV. II etale trop de confiance et de

ceratiide dans un fujet qui ne permet que la vraifemblance, et les conjec-

tures. 2. Quand il veut chercher la clef du fragment hiftorique de Manr-

thon,

nites and the Duchy of Beneventum. I have aho begun the chapter on Afulia ; and

finiflied the firft divifion, viz. the territory of the Hirpini.

March lo.]—I w rote nearly four pages of my Geographical Colleclicti ; containing the

remainder of Apulia. There is a pretty estenfive article on Tarentum.

I finiflied the forty-fcventh volume of the BiHiotkeqiie Raifomise. It contains Crl-

ilcid Alemoirs on the Siuifs, by Mr. Bochat ; turning on the vain and futile fcience of

etymology.— Wetjieh^s Neiu Tejiament. The Alexandrian manufcript appears to have

feeen written in Egypt tovs^ards the end of the fifth century.

—

Letters on Jubilees, by

Mr. le Chais : learned and philofophical.

—

Jllonogomy, by Mr. Premontval. Why
fhould religion be introduced into a queflion depending on calculation and circum-

ftances ?

—

Defence of Chrijianity, by Dr. Stebbi/ig. He is a good polemic, but embraces

too wide a field ; the outermoft works fliould be relinquifhed.

—

Jllo/es defended againjl

Appian, by the Abbe Richer dc Bouchet. He ftill throws an air of myftery over his chro-

nological fyitem. I (peak not decidedly, but to me he appears a little of a vifionary.

I. He fpcaks of the Egyptian dynafties as he would of the court of Lewis XIV.; fliew.

big too much confidence and certainty on a fubjeit, whicli admits only of probability

and conie£lure. i. Wlien he invcftigates the key to Manethcn's Iilftorical fragment,

he
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thon, 11 rejette la critique, ct laifle entrevoir que ce denouement ne peut fe

trouver que dans ranalyfe geomecrique. Cet homnie n'eft il pas un peU

fou ? 3. Elaij et Ofuis ! Je vois que c'eft le fondeiucnt de fon fyftemf

.

Qu'ii me feroit facile de le renverfer ! Jamais princes (fi Ofiris en etoit un)

n'ont eu moins de rapport.

Mars ii.]J'ai ecrit deux pages de mon Recueil Geographique, au chapitre

de la Lucanie. Elles comprennent prefque toute la Lucanie propre.

12. J'ai ecrit deux pages, au chapitre de la Lucanie. Elks comprennent

le refte de la Lucanie propre, et une partie de Brutium.

13.]—Je n'ai ecrit que trois quarts de p.ige, au chapitre de la £«£<?«;>;

c'efl: la continuation du Brutium.

14.]—J'ai lu un ouvrage nouveau de Voltaire. Traitejur la tolerance.

Le butne peut qu'etre louable : rcveiller, rappeller dans tous les coeurs les

fentimens de I'humanite, et developper les fuites afFrcufes de la fuperftition ;

mais dans I'exccution, ce n'eft qu'un petit recueil de lieux communs, ou

I'auteur parle de tout, plutot que des grands principes de fon fujet. J'aimc

beaucoup fes conclufions faufles et contradiftoires fur I'liiftoire anciennc.

L'hiftoire ancienne (dit il) eft remplie de prodiges : ils ne fauroient etrc

vrais. Done tout y eft fable et conjedure *. L'hiftoire ancienne eft rem-

plie

he quits the roail of criticlfrn, but gives us tonnderfland that this knot can be unra-

velled only by geometrical analyfis. Does not this favour of madnefs ? 3. Efau and

Ofiris ! Their famenefs, I fee, is the foundation of his fyftcm. How eafily might it

be refuted ! No two princes, if Ofiris was really a prince, had ever lefs refemblance.

March i i.j—I wi-ote two pages of the chapter on Lucania in my Geographical Col-

hBion ; comprehending almofl the whole o{ I.ucama properly fo called.

• 12.]—I wrote two pages on the chapter of Lticania, comprehending the reft of pro-

per Lticaiiia and a part of Brutium.

13.]— I wrote only three q'uarters of a page of my chapter on Lucaiiia, being a con-

tinuation of Brutium.

14']—I read a new work by Voltaire ; Treatife on Toleration. The end is commend,
able ; to awaken in the foul the feelings of humanity, and difplay the dreadful confe-

quences of fupevftition. But in point of execution this work is a trifling colleclion of

common-place remarks, in which, the author expatiates rather on every other topic than

the great principles belonging to his fubjeft. I am diverted with his falfc and contra-

diiflory conclufions corceii^Hgiancient hiftory. This hillory, he Tiys, is filled with

prodigies. They cannot bet rfue ; therefore ancient hiftory confifts merely of fables

and conjedures . Again, this hiftory is filled with prodigies : wc are obliged to believe

• Traite far la Tolerance, C, ix. N. c. p. 71—75.
VOL. n. p p them

;
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plie de prodiges : on ne peut que les adopter. Done les hommes et la na-

ture meme n'avoient dans ces terns recules, rien de commun avec nous *.

Voltaire rcvoque en doute les debauches infames de Tibere dans I'ifie de

Capree. Cependant Tacite et Suecone ctoient prelque contemporains de ce

prince. Je n'apper^ols aucune trace de haine dans leurs ecrits. lis le jufti-

fient fouvent ; ils diftinguent avec autant de bonne foi que de penetration, les

epoques differentes de la dilTimulation, des cruautes et des debauches pub-

liques de cet empereur. On connoit le debordcment afFreux de ce tems j.

faut il s'etonner qu'un monarque qui pouvoit aflbuvir toutes fes pallions avec

impunite, ne leur refufat rien, furtout lorfque la retraite Teut afFranchi de

robfervation du public, le feul frein qui puiffe retenir un defpote ? Pour

ces debauches recherchees, qui etonnent M. de Voltaire, c'eft precilement

dans un veillard de foixante et dix ans, que je les trouve vraifemblabjes *.

Mars 15.]—J'ai acheve le quarante huitime tome de la Bibliotbeque Raijon-

nee. J'y trouve Decouvertes d'Herculaneumy par le Marquis Venuti. C'eft a la.

profondeur de 73 pieds, fous plufieurs couches fucceflives de terre et de

pierre vitrifiee, qu'on a trouve cette ancienne ville qui ayroit nicrite de«

obfervateurs plus exadts et plus fideles. Herculaneum n'etoit qu'une ville

obfcure. Elle avoit cependant un theatre a trois etages, qui avoient 300

pieds

them ; therefore the principles of nature, as well as of men, were quite different then

from what they are at prefent *. He calls in queftion the infamous debaucheries of Ti-

berius in the ifland of Caprea:. Yet Tacitus and Suetonius were almoft the contem-

poraries of that prince. I perceive not any marks of hatred in their works. They often

juftify Tiberius, and diftinguifh with as much penetration as honefty the different

ftages of the diffimulation, cruelty, and public debaucheries of that emperor. The

abominable licentioufnefs of thofe times is well known ; and it is not matter of furprife

that Tiberius ftiould refufe nothing to his appetites, when he had the unbounded power

of gratifying them with impunity, efpecially when they were concealed by his retire-

ment from the public eye, which is the only refttaint on the behaviour of a defpot.

As for thofe refinements in debauchery which aftonifh Vohaire, it is precifely in an old

profligate of feventy that I fhould expe£l to meet with them.

March 15.]—I finifhed the forty-eighth volume of the5/W/W^«5'«f/?aj^n«^i'. It contains,

the Difcoverks made at Herculaneum, by the Marquis Venuti. This ancient city, whicli

deferved to be examined more accurately aud faithfully, was found at the depth of

feventy-thrce feet under many fucceffive beds of earth and vitrified ftonc. Hercuh-

• Traite fur la Tolerance, C. xii, p. IJ7— 129.

\ Le meme, C. viii. p. 69—63,

neum
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pieds de ciTConfcrence, et qui etoit pofe fur des pilaftres de briques, couverts

ti'un beau vernis, et ornes de corniches de marbre.

—

Lettresjur Us Jubiles.

II eft diiBcile de diftinguer avec les theologiens entre la coulpe et la peine.

Dans I'eglife des Feulllans a Paris, on peut gagner dans un Careme pour plus

de 150,000 ans d'indulgences.—£^/ /ur I'E/prit. Cet ouvrage de I'evequc

de Cloghor eft un Arianifrae metaphyfique.

—

Dijfertatioti fur la Chronologii

d'Ufferius. Encore I'Abbc Richer ! le perfonnage eft fou. Quel emporte-

ment contre Ics Juifs et les Proteftans fur une queftion de critique ! II re-

jette la chronologic des Htbreux, parcequ'elle eft fortie de I'ecole de Tibe-

riade, et qu'uncvequeproteftant I'a fait valoir.

Mars 16.]—J
'ai ecrit une page demon Recueil Geographique, au chapitrc

de la Lucanie; c'eft la fuite du Brutium.

17.]—J'ai ecrit une page et demie du chapitre de la Lucanie,/ur la Grande

Grece. Apres quoi je fuis monte a la bibliotheque, pour lire les favantes

recherches de Freret, fur les premieres peuplades de I'ltalie ; Hifioire de

I'Academiede Belles Lettres, tome xviii. p. 72— 114.

• 18.]—J'ai ecrit une page de mon Recueil Geographique, au chapitre des

Nations de I'ltalie, fur le premieres peuplades de ce pays.

Mars

jieum was but an obfcure place ; yet it was adorned by a theatre three hundred feet in

circumference, raifcd on brick pilaflers, covered with a beautiful vaniilTi, and orna-

mented with cornices of marble

—

Letters on Jubilees. It is difficult to diftinguirti with

theologians between the defilement cf fin and its punifliment. In the church of the

FeuiUans at Paris, indulgences may be procured, in tlie fpacetof one Lent, for 150,000

^cars.—Efay on Spirit. This work of the Bifliop of Clogher contain?, a metaphyfical

Ariauiirn.

—

Differtation en the Chronology cf Ufher. The Abbe Richer again. This
man is a fool. Wherefore fo much rage againft the Jews and Proteftants in treating a

queftitn of criticifin ? He rejeds the chronology of the Jews, becaufe it came from
the fchool of Tiberias, and is approved by a Proteftant bilhop.

March 16.]—I wrote a page of the chapter of Lucatiia in my Geographical Calhctlm ;

it is the continuation of Brutium.

17.3—1 wrote a page and an half of my chapter on Lttcania, concerning Magna
Gracia ; after which 1 went to the library to read Freret's learned refearches on tlic

lirll inhabitants of Italy; Mcmcirs ef the Academy of Bilks Letters, fol. xviii. p. 72

18.]—I wrote a page and an half of the chapter intltled " Natitus" in my Geogrj.

/>Z;i:j/Ce/Zti%«v it treats «f the firftoommuiiities in Italy, .

»• P 2
'

March
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Mars 19.]—J'ai ecrit line page de mon Recueil Geographiquey' i\.\t les-

premieres Peiiplades, au chapitre des Nations de Vltalie. .

lo pici-

J'ai acheve le quaran'te veuvihne tome de la Bihliotheque Raijonnee. j'jt

trouve Lettres Jar le Tutoiementy par'AJ. Fernet ;' je pencherois pour le me-

lange du voLis et ^\i^i6\.r-rC.onftderat',ons Jur les AiceifrSy far M. Du Clos.

L'ouvrage en general eft'bon. Qnelques chapitres (le rapport de TEfpric et

du Caradlere) me parbiireAt e'xcellens.. Dii Clos a prelude au fecretariat

de I'academie, par celiii des cafts, ou il recueilloit foigneufement les propos

des gens d'efprit.

—

Hijloire Romatne de Dion Coffins, par MM. Fabricius et

Raymar : excellence edition.

—

CEiivres Se Manpertuis : Jppel au Public,,

par M. Kenig. Dans fes propres ouvrages line paroit qu'un vifionnaire exr

travagant, dont la reputation ne pouvoit pas fe foutenir. Dans la difpute avec

Kenig; c'eft un lache perfecuteur, qui employe le bras feculier pour ecrafer

un de fes confreres.

—

E/pril des Nations. Eh I le mauvais finge !

—

'Trefor

des Medailles Iniperiales de Morel, avec les Cmnmentaires de Gort et d'Haver-

camp. Quelles richefles \~—Nouve-au Teffament, par IVetfiein. Dans une dif-

pute que les Francifcains eurent avec Jean XXII. au quatorzieme fiecle,

ils inventerent I'explication de I'Apocalypfe, ou le Pape eft I'Antechrift. Des

clFaims nombreux de ces Moines fortirent de leurs convens, pour embrafrec

la

March 19.]—I wrote a page and an half on die chapter " Nations"y concerning the

fivfl communities in Italy.

I finiilied the forty-ninth volume of the Bihliotheque Raifottnte. It contains Letters en

the Ufe of the Pronoun Thou, by Mr. Fernet : I am inclined to think both ihou and you

ought to be ukd.— Co/i/lJe.rationj on Morals, by Air. Du Clos-. The work is in general

good: fome chanters treating of the connexion of genius with charadler are excellent.

Du Clos, before he was fecrctary of the academy^ had been that of the coffee-houfe

;

where he carefully treafurcd up the converfations of men of wit.

—

The Roman Hijlory of

Dion Cajfius, by Mejfrs. Fabricius and Raitnar- : an excellent edition. Maupertui/ Works;

and appeal to the Fublic, by Mr. Kenig. In his own works, Maupertius appears only as an

extravagant vifionary, whofe fame refts not on any folid bafis. In his difpute with Kenig he

is a cowardly petfecutor, who employs the fecular arm to crufli one of his colleagues.

—

The Spirit of Nations .« a wretched imitation.—37^^" Trcafwy of Imperial Medals, by

Morell, -with the Comwentaiies of Gori and Havercanip : vi^hat riches !

—

Wcifleiiis New
Tejlament. In ?. difpute which tueFrancifcans had with John XXil. they firft gave

that explanation of the Revelations, which makes tlie Pope Anticlirift. Numerous

1

3

fwarms,
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la reformation de Luther. Us repandirent cette idee Capucine parmi les

Proteftans.

—

Mars 20. J'ai ecrit une page etdemie de moa Recueil Geographique^ ce

qui acheve le chapitre des Nations d'ltalie.

21.]—J'ai ecrit quatre pages de n\on Recueil Geographique., au chapitre

de la Campanie. Cell la Divijion di cette Region et du Latium propre.

J'ai acheve k cinquante et dernier tome de la BiUiotheque Raijonnee. J'y

trouve EJfaifur la Nature de la Sacrificaliire. Peut etre que le clerge Chre-

tien n'a luccede qu'aux philolophcs et aux prophetes qui enfeignoient la

morale, et nuUement aux pretres Payens et Juifs, qui n'ctoient charges que

des facrifices, et de la loi ceremonielle.

—

Oeavres de Scarron.. Le feul Ro-

man comique vivraj dans tout le refte la plailanterie eft. piutoE dans I'ex-

prefTjoa que dans la penfee. Tout au plus eft elle dans le contrafte unique

du caraftere de Scarron et de (a fituation.—DifK,v Epitres de St. Clement, en.

Syriaque et en Latin.- Dijfertaticn upon two Epiftles, &c. Le Dodteur

Lardner contefte cette decouverte de M. Wetftein, de ce monument de-

premiers Chretiens. Sub judice lis ejl. Je vois que les idees de St. Cle-

ment ftir le cclibat font tres outrees, mais ne conviennent elles pas au fana-

tifme d'un fede naiflante et perfecutee ? Au refte, fi ces epitres font authen-

tiques,.

fwarais of thofe monks left their convents, and embraced Luther's reformation. They
fpread this Capuchin notion among the Proteftants.

Rlarch 20.]—I wrote a page and an half of my Geographical ColUEtwity which finilTies

the chapter on the Nations of half.

21.]—I wrote four pages of the chapter Campania m my Geographical ColteBiot!.

They treat of the Divifion of that- Country and Latium proper.

I finifhed the fiftieth volume of the Bihliotheqtie Raifotink. It contains,- Ejftiy

on the Nature of the Office of Sacrifcer, The Chriftian clergy have perhaps fuc-

ceeded only to the philofophers and prophets, who taught morality ; and not to the

priefls, who performed facrifices and other parts of the ceremonial law.

—

Scarron's

Works. His comic Romance alone will live : in other parts of his works, the wit is rather

in the ftyle than in the thought; At beft, it refults from the contraft between his cha-

racter and fituation

—

St. demerit's iivoEpifiles, in Syriac and Latin. Dijjertation on two
Epijiles, (:fc. Dr. Lardner difputes Mr. Wetftein's difcovery of this monument of the

fivft Chriftians. Sitb jiidice lis ejl. St. Clement's ideas on celibacy are carried, I

perceive, to great extravagance. But even they are natural to the enthufiafm of a rifing

and pcrfecuted fed ! If thefe epifties are authentic, St. John muft have w ritten his

Gofpcf
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tiques, St. Jean avoltecrit fon Evangile long terns avant la vieilleffe de Cle-

ment, qui avoit une trentaine d'annees vers I'an Go.

C'eft une excellentereflburcequed'avoir toujours quelque le<5lure interef-

fante, facile, et detachee pour les momens perdus, ou qui le feroient fans cela.

Rein ne convient mieux qu'un bon journal. La Bibliotheque Raijonnet

merite certainement ce titre } mais on peut partager fon ccendue en deux

parties a peu pres egales, mais d'un cara61;ere bien different. La premiere

fuit le gout des bonnes etudes du dix feptieme fiecle : beaucoup de theologie,

dejurifprudence, etde Belles Lettres, une erudition puifee dans les fources,

et une faine critique. L'efprit de controverfe religieufe y domine un peu

trop, et Ton y voit trop d'aigreur et de minuties. Dans la feconde partie,

le journal fe rapproche de notre terns ; une affez grande indifference pour la

theologie, une litterature fuperficielle, une philofophie hardie, un ton dog-

matique, un ftyle plus figure et plus coupe.

Mars 22.]—J'ai ecrit une page et demie du Recueil Geographique tkl'Italic,

au cliapitre de la Catnpanie : c'eft le pays des Rutuli et des Hernici.

23.]—J'ai ecrit pres de Xxd\^^z^t%^w Recueil Geographique, au chapitre

de la Campanie : c'eft le pays des Voljques et des Aujones,

Mars

Gofpel a long time before the old age of Clement, who was only In his thirtieth year

in A. D. 60.

It is a great convenience to have always at hand fome book containing eafy and in-

terefting produ£lions, that may be read by fnatches, at moments which would other-

wife be loft. Nothing anfwers this end better tha-n a good journal ; which title the

Bibliotheque Raifonnie certainly merits. It may be divided however into two parts, of

nearly equal extent, but of completely different chara6lers. T-he firft part is adapted

to the tafle for true learning which prevailed in the feventeenth century ; containing ^

great deal of theology, jurifpruJence, and Belles Letttes 4 erudition drawn from the

fource, and mixed with found criticifra. The fplrit of religious controverfy is rather

too prevalent; and we are difgufted with too much minutenefs, or provoked at too

much afperity. The fecond part of the journal has more affinity with tlie tafte at prJf-

fent; uniting much indifference about theology, with fuperficiality of learning, and

boldnefs in pliilofophy ; its tone is dogmatical, and its ftyle more broken into ihon

fentences and more metaphorical.

March 2Z.]—I wrote a page and an half of my Geographical ColleBicn, containing a

Deferlptiou of the Countries of the Rutili and Hernici, comprehended in the chapter .00

C^/ttpmiia, ,()i^

23.3—1 wrote near three pages of my Geographical Colkclion, on the countries of Ithe

Vilfci and An/ones, romprehended in the chapter on Campunia. • • ..

March
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Mars 24.]—J'ai ecrit une page, au chapitre de la CamPanie : c'efl: Ic

commencement de la Camfanie fro'^re.

25.]—J'ai ecrit environ trois pages. J'ai acheve le chapitre de la Camfa-
nie., etj'ai ecrit pkifieurs morceaux detaches dans d'autres chapitres.

.26.]—J'ai ecrit pres de trois pages, au chapitre de Rome.

27.]—J'ai ecrit plus d'une page et demie, au chapitre de Rome.

28.]—J'ai ecrit plus de deux pages, au chapitre de Rome.

29.]—J'ai ecrit deux pages, fur les Itineraires et les grands Cbemins des

Remains. Je m'arrcte a prefent avec un fond deja tres riche de qitatre vingt

dvHze pages in folio, et tres ferrees. Ce feroit a mes Icftures futures, et

a men voyage d'ltaiie, d'augmenter mon recueil, au point que je n'aurois

plus qu'un certain arrangement a lui donner, pour trouver la delcripcion de

ritalie toute faite.

30.]—Je me fuis remis a Spanhei;n, de Ufu et Fr<efiantia Numifmatum^

cTont j'ai lu Differt. V. f. 373—476. II y traite des medailles des rois, fur-

tout des fuccefleurs d'Alexandre, et des litres qu'on leur donnoit—d'amis des

Romains ou des Grecs, de viftorieux, de foudroyant, de grand roi, de roi

des rois, d'autocrator, ou roi parfoimeme ; du nom de Dieu en general, et

en particulier de ceux de Bacchus, de Dieu Sauveur (Soter), et de Dieu

. maaifcfte

March 24.]—I wrote a page of my chapter on Campania, which is the beginning of

Campania proper.

25.3—I wrote about three pages, finishing the chapter on Campania, and infcrting.

toax detached materials into other chapters.

26.]—I wrote nearly three pages of my chapter on Rome.

27.]— I wrote more than a page and an half of my chapter on Rome.

a3.j—1 wrote more than two pages of the chapter on Rome.

29.]—I wrote two pages on the Li/ierariej and high Roads of the Rormns j and ftop

fhort at prefent with a rich fund of ninety-two folio pages clofely written. My travels in

luly, with my future ftudies, will fwell this colleaion to fuch a magnitude, that it will

be neceflary for me only to arrange my materials to have a complete defcription of Italy.

30]—I refumed the perufal of Spanheim, de Ufu et Prajiantia Numifmatum : of

•which I read Differt. V. p. 373—436. He treats of the medals of kings, particularly

the fucceObrs of Alexander, and the epithets beftowed on them—friends to the Ro-
mans or Greeks

; viQorious ; thmiderers ; great kings ; king of kings ; autocrator, or
poffeffor of independent power; the name of God in general; and the particular

aaiaes of Bacchus, of God the Savieur, or Soter; and of God manifefted on earth,

L £piphanes,
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manifcflc fur la terre (Epipbane, qu'il ne faut pas traduirc feulemeiit par

illi<Jlre), Toutes ces mednilles font Grecques. Nous n'avons des rois

barbaresj que celles qui one etc frappces par les villes Grecques de leurs

ecats.

J'ai lu une comedie de Piron, ^ju'on aparle de jouer a MonRepos. La

Metroinanie. La vcrfification en eft tres belle, et Ton y trouve des fentimens

aufTijuftes qu'ils font bien rendus, Toute la fcene entre M. Ballivau et

Damis eft de cette efpece. Mais je n'ai rien vu d'aufli mal coufu que

I'intrigue. La partie du plan qui regarde les amoureux Dorante et Lucile,

, eft tres embrouillee. Celle de Damis ^ft plaifante, mais d'un plaifant aftez

peu dans la nature. Ou trouver un poete qui renonce a une maitrefie belle

et riche, pour un autre qui n'exifte que dans le Mercure ? Quel caradere que

celui de ce poete qu'on veut rendre a la fois ridicule et heroique ! Compa-

rez la fcene de fan oncle avec celle de fon valet. Je faisque le chef d'ceuvre

de Moliere eft le Mijanthrope, ridicule et refpeftable en meme terns, mais.

c'eft que fes foibleftes ne font que les vertus pouflees a Texces, et qu'en fe

moquant de fes travers, on ne peut que reverer leur principe. Rien n'eft

Jie dans Damis. Le mauvais poete eft un caraftere, L'homme jufte, ge-

jiereux, qui pardonne les foibleftes de fon ami, et qui ne repoufle fes out-

rages

Epiplianes, which is not fully tranflated by *' illuftrious."—All thefe medals are Greek.

We have not any other medals of Barbarian kings, but thofe (truck by the Greek cities

in their dominions.

• I read Phones Comedy, Mtfrinnaiik, which there was an intention of a£ling at Mon
Repos. The vcrfification is beautiful, and many of the fentiments correft and well

exprefled. This applies to the whole fcene between Mr. Ballivau and Damis. But

I never read any thing worfe contrived than the plot. There is much confufion in that

part which regards the lovers Dorante and Lucile. Tlie part of Daniis is diverting,

but unnatural. Where is it pofTible to find a poet that will refign a rich and handfonie

millrefs for another thai has no exiftence but in the Mercury .-' What an extravagant

attempt is it, to endeavour to render the charafter of this poet at once heroical and

ridiculous ! Compare together his fcene with his uncle and that with his valet. •• I

know that in Mohere's mafter-piece, the Mifanthrope is at once ridiculous and refped-

able. But this happens bccavife his faults confill in virtues carried to excefs ; which,

though ridiculous in their effecis, are refpeftable in their principle. There is no coh-

neftion in the part of Damis. The bad poet is one charadler ; tl^.e juft and generous

man v/ho pardons his friend's faults, and anfw^rs his infults only by good oflices, -ie

<iuite a different one. If probability is not violated, unity -at leaft is not maintained.

But



EXTRAITS DU JOURNAL. 297

rages que par les bienfaits, en eft un autre. Si la vraifemblance de mceurs

n'eft pas vioice, au moins I'unite n'eft pas confervee. Encore ou eft la

vraifemblance dans la fa^on dont Damis re^oit le dernier aveu de Dorance.

Ses execs ne fe conjoivent qu'en lui I'lippofant la Metromanie dans route fa

force. Cependant il re^oit avec indifference la chute de fa tragedie, qu'il

traite Acfrivolefoin. S'il avoit pardonne a Dorante d'avoir attente a fa vie,

fans pouvoir lui pardonne r d'avoir fait fiffler fa piece, le caradere m'auroic

paru mieux foutenu. •

Mars 31.]—J'ai lu Sfanheim, Biprt. V. p. 476—494, et Differt. VI.

p. \^\— 553. II pafle aux medailles confulaires, aux noms et furnoms des

Romains, et des differens emplois qui font marques fur les medailles. Je

ni'etois attendu a y apprendre plusde chofes nouvelles.

Je fuis monte a la bibliotheque, ou j'ai parcouru le journal d'un voyage dc

ritalie, par M. de la Condamine. V. Mem. de I'Academie des Sciences,

p. 386—411, de I'annee 1757. J'y ai vu avec plaifir le calcul de phifieurs

hauteurs differcntes par Tobfervation du barometre ; le voici

:

Niveau de la mer, - _ _ _ . o

Le Rhone, et le Lac Leman, Canigon, fommet des Pyrenees, 1410

^lito dans le Perou, _ - - . _ 1430

Chemin du Mont Cenis, - - - - _ i^gQ

La

But how improbable is the reception which Damis gives to the lafl declaration of Do-
rante. His tranfports cannot be conceived as natural, without fuppofing him domi-
neered by the Metrcvmnie in its utmofl: force. Yet he receives an account of the fall

of his tragedy with indifference, calling this a trifling matter. Had he pardoned Do-
rante for attempting to put him to death, but remained inexorable to the crime of
hifling his play, the character would have appeared to me to be better fupported.

March 31.]— I read Spanheim, Differt. V. p. 476—494; and D'lffirt. VI. p. 494
553. He proceeds to the confular medals; the names and furnames of the Romans,
and their different offices reprefented on medals. I expeded to have found more
novelty in this part of his work.

I went to the library to read Mr. de la Cottdamins's Journal of his Travels 111 Italy, in the

Memoirs oftheAcademy ofSciencesfor 1 75 7, />. 386 — 4 1 1 . I v.-as pleafed to find the heights

of feveral mountains in fathoms meafured by the barometer. They are as follow

:

Level of the fea, -__.__. g

r The Rhone, and Lake of Geneva and Canigon the top of the Pyrenees, 141 o

Quito in Peru, - - - - - - - 1430
The road over Mount Cenis, - - - - - 1460

VOL. II. Q.Q. The
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La plus haute poiiite du Mont Ccnis, - - - 1510

Pic de Teneriffe, - - - - - 2150

Le Mont Blanc, a 14 ou 15 lieues au Sudeft de Geneve, ou I'on
^

appercjoit a 60 lieues, des environs de Langres, -
j

'

Chimboraco, la plus haute montagne des Cordilieres des Andes, }

et peut etre de la terre, - - "3
M. de Condamine a remarque, que dans les voyes Romaines, les jointes des

pierres ne font jamais placees dans la diredlion des voitures, et que le lit du

Tybre doit etre exhaufle de dix ou douze pieds, puifque le pave antique du

pantheon, eft inonde tous les hyvers d'autant. L'emeraude de Genes n'eft

que de verre.

Avril 1.]—J'ai 1" Spanhem, Dijfert. VI. p. 533—589, et Dijfert. FIT.

p, £89

—

623- II continue le chapitre des emplois, et furtout les legats pro-

preteurs que les empereurs envoyoient dans leurs provinces, etqui acquirent

le titre de confulaires vers le terns des Antonins. II pafle enfuite aux me-

dailles des empereurs et des imperatrices. Je n'ai rien vu d'auffi curieux que

I'article de ces princelTes. Je ne ferai plus e'tranger a leur cour, puifque je

reconnoitrois jufqu'aux deux Fauftines a leur coefFure differente.

Avril

The highefl point of Mount Cenis, - . _ _ JS^&
Pic of Tenerifle, - - - - - - 2150
Mount Blanc, 14 or 15 leagues to the fouth-eaft of Geneva, and vifiblel

at 60 leagues off, at Langres, _ _ _ _ J 7

Chimboraco, the higheft mountain of the Cordilleres of the Andes, and 1

perhaps of the world, - . - - _ i

Mr. Condamine remarks, that in the Roman highways, the joinings of the ftones are

never placed in the fame dire£tion with that of the motion of the carriages that tra.

veiled over them ; and that the bed of the Tiber muft have acquired ten or twelve feet

in height, becaufe the awcient pavement of the pantheon is overflowed to that height

every winter. The emerald of Genoa is only a piece of glafs.

April I.]— I read Spnnhclm, D'ljert. VI. p. 533—589; and Difert. VII. p. 589—
633. He continues the chapter concerning ofBces, particularly thofc of legates and pro-

prretots, whom the emperors fent into the provinces, and who were dillinguilhed by the

epithet " Confular" towards the time of the Antonines. He then proceeds to the

medals of emperors and empvefies. I have met with nothing more curious than the

article concerning thofe princefles. I fhould not be a ftranger at their courts, fincc I

could diftinguifh the two Fauftinas by their refpeiflive head-drefles.

April
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Avril 2.]—J'ai iu Spmheim, Differt. VII. p. 62Z-'^(>^^- Toujour^ lei

femmes et Ics parens dcs Cefars.

3-]—J'^' 1" Spanheim, Dijfcrt. VIIL p. 66o—737 : rlen de plus curieux.

C'efl; le detail des differens litres, dont la reunion formoit la puiffance

imperiale: Cefar, Augufte, Impcrator, Souvrain Pontife, Pere de la Patrie,

revctu des puilTances proconfulaire et tribunitienne ; I'empereur etoit bien

plus que roi. Encore dcs le tems de Domitien, les hiftoriens Grecs, et les

poetes Latins lui donnerent ce titre, qu'ils n'oferent cependant prendre eux

mcmes que fous le bas empire, et vers le tems de Conftantin, lorfque toutes

les maximes de h rcpublique ctoient effiicces des efprits.

Je fuis monte a la bibliocheque, pour revoir le Journal de M. de la Con-

daniine, quej'avois parcouru im peu legcrement. Voici deux eclaircifle-

mens fur la hauteur des montagnes. i. Les 1460 toifes qu'on donne au Mont

Cenis, ne rcgardcnt point le chemin, mais une ftation bien plus elevee, ou

ce voyageur monta avec des peines infinies. L'Hofpital des Pelerins eft ii

cinq cent toifes plus bas. 2. M. Falio de Duillier avoit donne au lac Le-

man 426 toifes dclcvation au deflus du niveau de la mer, et au Mont Blanc

aooo toifes de plus, en tout 2426 toifes : mais on fait que les deux elemens

du calcul pechent, I'un par defaut, I'autre par exces. M. de Chefeaux, qui

a mc-

April 2.]— I read S[<aiil-eim, lYiJcrt. VII. p. 633—650. He continues to fpeak of

wonieu, ami the relations of the Cxfars.

3.]—I read Spanhcim, DiJJert. Fill. p. 660—737. This part is very curious; coji*

taining an account of the different titles, which, by their union, formed the In:perial

nuthority : C?efar, Auguflus, Imperator, High Prieft, Father of the Country, Proconful,

Tribune— all thefe taken together rendered the emperors far greater than kings. This

lad title was aifo given to them as early as the time of Domitlan by Greek hiftorians

and Latin poets, though thofc princes themfclves did not venture to affume it, till the

time of Conftantine and the lower empire, when all republican maxims had been

effaced from the minds of their uibjefls.

I went to the library to re-examine Mr. de la Condamine's Journal, whicli I had

read too haftily. I met with the two following particulars concerning the height of

mountains, i. The 1460 fathoms given for the altitude of Mount Cenis are not ap-

plicable to the road, but to a flation far more elevated, which Mr. de la Condamine

reached with the utmoft difficulty. The Pilgrims' Hofpital is five hundred fathoms

lower. 2. Falio de Duillier made the Lake of Geneva 426 fathoms above tlie level of

the fea, and Mount Blanc 2000 fathoms higher: in nil 2426 fathoms. But of tlie two

elements of this cilcukition, the one is taken too high, and the otlier too low. Mr. de

Q^Q^ 2 Cliefeaux,
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a mefure une plus grande bafe, trouvoit au Mont Blanc 2250 toifes au def-

fus du niveau du lac ; mals il faut redrelTer la difference entre ce niveau et

celui de la mer, par les obfervations du barometre faices a Gefieve, a Tu-

rin, eta Genes, et qui ne lui donnent que 188 toifes au lieu de 426. La

hauteur corrigce du IMont Blanc fera done de 2438 toifes. C'cfl: ainfi que

M. de la Condamine reftifie dans riiiftoire de I'academie, Ics idecs, qu'il

n'avoit pas alTez approfondies, lorfqu'il a compofe fon journal.

Avril4.]

—

J'aUu Spanbem,tie Ufa Nnmifmatum, DiJjert.VIII. p. 737— 757,

et DiJJert. IX. p. 757— 813. Apics avoir epuife les titresdes princes qui n'e-

tioent qu'honorairesjil pade aux medailles qu'on appelle les SpintrLe de Tibere;

il croit quec'etoient des monnoyes qu'on jettoit parmi le peuple aux jeux

obfcenes de Flore, &c. II park enfuite des colonies, des villes facrees,

libres, et autonomes, des bienfaits des empereurs, du vehiculatio Italia;, et

des reliqiiats des impots.' C'efl bien unlivre ciafilque pour les medailles.

J'ai acheve la Critique Generale de VHificire du Calvinijme de Maimbourg,

par M. Bayle, en quatre tomes in \imo. a Ville Frmiche, 1684; troificme

edition. L'empirede la modeajetce le philofophe Bayle dans la controverfe :

il y aporte un efprit de lumicre, dejufteffe et dc moderation, joint a des

agremens qui font aflez rares dans ce genre. Dans tons fts raifonnemens

fur

Cliefeaux, meafuring a larger bafe, found Mount Blinc to be 2250 fathoms above tlie

level of the lake ; but the height given to the lake above the fea, corrected by baro^

metrical obfervations at Geneva, Turin, and Genoa, appears to be only iS3, inftead

of 426 fathoms : fo that the true lieight of Mount Blanc is 2438 fathoms. INlr. de la

Condamine thus rectifies, in the Hiltory of the Academy, the notions which he had

not fufiicieutly examined when he publifhed his journal.

April 4.]—! read Spaiiheim, de Uj'u Niimi/hatum, Dijert. Fill, p Til— 1 SI' After

difcuffing the honorary titles of princes, he proceeds to the medals called the Spiiitri.T

of Tiberius : he believes them to liave been pieces of money that were fcattered

among the common people at the obfcene games of Flora. He then treats of colonies ;

facred, free, and independent cities ; the bounties of the emperors -, the vehiculatio

Italle ; the arrears of impofts ; tlie whole forming a claffic book on the fubje£t of

medals.

I finiOied Bayle's General Cnt'icijin on Maimbourg's Hl/lory of Calvlnifm ; in i zwi.

Villa Franca, 1684, thin! edition. The fafliion of the age made the philofophcr Bayle

enter the lills of controverfy -, into which he brought with him a meafure of know-

ledge, precifion, and candour, as well as entertainment, feldom exlabitcd there. In his

leafonings
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fur rinfaillibilitc, les droits d'une confcience erronee, je vols un dialeci:icien

precis et clair, mais un peu difllis. Jamais homme n'a feu comme Bayle, fe

nietcre a la place de fon adverfaire, revetir fon fyft^ine, et prevoir tous les

avantages qu'il en pouvoit tirer. C'eft la un des efrets les plus prccieux de

la philofophie fceptique. Les chapitres fur le mariage des pretres font

pleins de plaifanterie, de litterature, et d'une connoiffance exadle de Thomme.

Mais les deux lettres fur I'amour paternel et fur la jaloufie, font d'une philo-

fophe profond ; il y developpe une chaine de prejuges lies a notre etre, ne-

ccflaires a notre bonheur, et deftines par I'Etre Supreme a nous tenir lieu

d'une raifon trop relevee pour le commun des hommes, et qui n'auroit jamais

eu le degre de vivacitepropre a nous faire agir. Au refte les nouvelles lettres

me paroiflent trcs fuperieures aux deux premiers tomes.

Avril 5.]—Je n'ai lu de Spanheim C[\it Dijfert. IX. p.%12— 834. II y

parle des rois que les Romains donnoient aux nations.

7.]—J'ai employe toute la matinee a la bibliotheque, oCi j'ai lu des mor-

ceaux tres etendus de la deuxieme partie du troifieme tome de W4ntiquite ex~

pliquee, par ie Pere Monfaucony fur les theatres et les amphitheatres des

Romains.

Avril

reafonings concerning infallibility, and the- rights of an erroneous confcience, you fee

the accurate and enlightened dialecStician; but he is rather too difliife. No man was ever

better qualified than Bayle for alTuming the character of his adveifary, ihcwing his

fyftem in a new garb, and for availing himfelf of all the places open to aflault ; which

is one of the greateft advantages of the fceptical philofophy. His chapters on the mar-

riage of tlie clergy are full of pleafantry, learning, and knowledge of human nature ;

and his two letters on the love of parents towards their children, and on jealoufy, con-

tain a profound philofophy ; in which he unfolds a chain of prejudices conncifted with

our exiflence, neceflary for our happinefs, and intended by the Supreme Being to

fupply the place of a reafon too exalted for the bulk of mankind, and too weak to be

a principle of adion. The new letters appear to me far fupcrior to the two firfh

volumes.

April 5.]—I read only the ninth DiiTcrt. of Spatiheim, p. 813—834. He treats of

kings, appointed by the Romans.

7']—I fperit the whole morning in the library, reading very extenfive articles in the

fecond part of the third volume of Mcufaucou's Explanation of Antiqtiitiei, He treats of

tlie theatres and amphitheatres of the Romans.

April
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Avril 9.]—J'ai parcouru une bonne partle de Keyfler, pour en tirer ce qui

pouvoit interefler la tournee d'ltalie que j'entreprends dans quclques jours

avec Guifc. Ce Keyfler me plait beaucoup. II eft plein des chofes utiles,

curieufes et meme favantes fans aucune afFectation. Quand je fonge qu'il a

bien vu I'ltalie dans neuf mois, je lens combien le terns eft long a qui fait

le mettre a profit.

10.]—J'ai lu Spanheim, Dijfert. IX. p. 834—860. II y eft queftion des

viftoires des empereurs, de ieurs ouvrages publics, et de leurs allocutions

aux foldats, qu'eux feuls avoient droit de faire. Les chefs d'accufation contre

Melius Vohfianusy n'etoient point auffi ridicules dans les nioeursdes Romains

que dans les notres. MM. de Montefquieu et Spanheim font du memeavis,

ex. I'erudition a prouve ce que le genie avoit encrevu.

II.]—J'ailu Spanheim, Dijfert. IX. p. 860—914; fin de Touvrage. II

y park des fecours que la chronologic et la geographic peuvent tirer des

inedailles. M. D'Alembert pouvoit bien les ignorer.

12.]—J'ai repafle le Traite de Spanheim : c'eft un vrai trcfor d'erudition

mctaliique, ct un livre clafTique fur cette fcience.

Avril

April 9.]—I read a conficlerable part of Keyjlo-y in order to extract from him

whatever might be ufeful in my travels in Italy ; on which I fet out in a fev/

days with Guife. I am much pleafed with Keyfler; his work is ufeful, curious,

and learned without affedlation. When I confider how well he examined Italy in

nine months, I am fenfible that time is long, when we know how to make a good ufe

of it.

10.]—I read Spanheim, Dijfert. IX. p. 834—860. He treats of the victories of the

emperors, their public works, and the fpeeches which they only had a right to make

to the foldiers. The heads of accufation againft Metius Volufianus were not fo ridi-

culous according to Roman, as they would be according to modern manners. Mon-
tefquieu and Spanheim think alike on this fubjedl ; the fuggeftions of genius are con-

firmed by erudition.

1 1.]—I read Spanheim, Dijfert. IX. p. 860—914 ; which concludes the work. He
treats of the afliftance which chronology and geography may derive from medals.

Mr. d'Alembert's ignorance on this fubjedt is pardonable.

12.]—I re-examined Spanheim's work, which is a real treafury of mcdallic erudi-

tion, a claflic book on this fcience.

2 April
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Avril 14.]—J'ai parcouru I'ouvrage de Vaillant fur les medallles des co-

lonies, pour rardcle de Jules Cefar. Que n'ai je le tems de I'approfondir !

16.]—J'ai trouve moyen, au milieu de beaucoup d'embarras, de par-

courir I'ouvrage de Vaillant jufqu'au rcgne de Claude. Je voudrois qu'il

cut nomme les cabinets d'oii il a tire les medailles.

Genes, Juin 11 ]—Je n'ai rien fait quant aux etudes que de lire les fept pre-

mieres epitres du premierlivre d'Horace. Le charmant philofopheet I'excellent

poete ! Dans quelques autrcs momens perdus, j'ai fait des elTais de traduc-

tions Angloifes fur quelques endroits de mes recueils, qui m'ont donne lieu

de faire plufieurs obfervations fur I'idiome different des deux langues, etfur

I'extreme difficulte d'ecrire bien dans Tune et I'autre, fans que leur purete

ne foit alteree par le melange rcciproque. Un matin je me fuls jette dans

des reflexions qui m'ont fouvent occupe fur les monnoyes anciennes. J'etois

fi bien en train, qu'avec quelques livres je ferois alle loin. Je crois que notre

livre de T-rcye pourroit bien etre I'ancienne livre Romaine. En attendaxic

des recherches qui peuvent fe faire, quoiqu'on ne les ait pas encore faites,

voici ma table. Je fixe le denier par un moyen proportionel entre ceux

de MM. Greaves et Arbuthnot, et les dedudtions du Conge Farnefe: toujours

en y comptantune fixieme partie d'alliage.

Denier

April 14.]— I read haftily Vaillant's book on the medals of colonies, with a refer-

ence to the article of Julius Cxfar. I much wifh that I had time to examine it r>iore

deeply.

16.]—I found leifure, amldft multiplied occupations, to read Vaillant down to the

reign of Claudius. I v.ifli he had mentioned the cabinets in which his medals are

to be found.

Genoa, June 1 1.]—I have done nothing in the wayoffludy but read the firftfeven epiftles

of the firft boiDk of Horace ; who was as delightful a philofopher as an excellent poet.

At leifure moments I tranflated into Englifh fome parts of my Colledlion, which fug-

gelled to me v.irious obfervations concerning the different idioms of the two languages,

and the extreme difficulty of writing in both, without injuring the purity of either.

One morning I gave way to refledlions which had often occurred to me, on ancient

coins ; and was fo well difpofed for diligence, that, wjth the affidance of a few-

books, I might have made great progrefs in the fubjeft. I believe that the pound

Troy was the ancient Roman pound. Until more accurate refeardies are made,

which however have hitherto been neglefled, I would propofe the following table.

The denarius (hould be afcertained by a mean proportional between the eftimate of

Greaves and Arbuthnot, and the couclufion refulting from the Farnefe Co«j;ius ; dg-

dutllng a fixth part for alloy.

The
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Denier Remain, ou drachme Grecque eft a 74. fous d'Angletcrre, environ

14 Ibus de France.

La talent Attique a 187I. los. fterling, environ 4280 livres de France,

plus ou moins.

Le grand fefterce eft de 7I. 16 s. 3d. fterling, de 180 livres de France.

Florence, Join 25.]—Je me fuis procure deux tomes dti SymboU Flo-

rentince de M. Gori, pour lire la diflertation de M. de Muratori fur la table

de bronze, trouvee aupres de Velleia, laquelle il a mife a la tete d'une copie

fort exacle de la table meme. V. SymhoLe, tome V. p. i—56, et fept

feuilles pour la table. Elle eft ecrite avec erudition, avec precifion et avec

clarte. M. Muratori n'eft point un fimple eriidit ; il prouve tres bien que

Trajan eft le premier qui inftitua des Pueri Alhnentarn en Italie, I'an de J. C.

103 ; que cet etabliflement utile fut foutenu par fes fuccefleurs jufqu'au

regne de Pertinax, qui I'abolit entierement, et qu'on peut tirer de cette in-

fcription unique par fon etendue, des lumieres tres utiles ftir I'hiftoire, la

geographic et I'economie de ce fiecle. Je le penfe avec lui ; mais apres y

avoir murement reflechi, je crois qu'il ne les a pas toutes tirees.

Juillet 2.]—J'ai revu la diflertation de Muratori avec foin. Je me donne

la peine d'extraire de la table de bronze, les rentes auxquelles un fi grand

nombre

The Roman denarius, or Greek drachma, will make 7^ Englifli pence, about 14

French fous.

The Attic talent 187I. los.; about 4280 French 'ivres.

The feftertium, or great fejlerce, 7 1. 16 s. 3d. or 1 80 French livres.

Florence, June 25.]—I procured two volumes of Mr. Carl's Symbols Florentine, in

order to read Mr. Muratori's diflertation on the brazen taole found near Velleia, which

he has prefixed to an accurate plate of the table itfel''.. See Symbolis, Vol. v. p. 1—^6,
and feven (heets for the table itfelf. It is written with as much precifion and perfpi-

cuity as learning. Mr. Muratori is not a mere antiquary. He proves clearly that

Trajan firft inftituted rhe Pueri Alimentarii in Italy, A. D. 103 ; and that this inftitu-

tlon was fupported by his fucccllbrs to the time of Pertinax, who entirely abolifhed it.

He thinks that this infcription, far longer than any other, may throw much light on

the hiftovy, geography, and oeconomy of that age. I quite agree with him; but, after

maturely confidering the infcription, do not think that he has feen all the confequences

which ought to be drawn from it.

July 2.] —I c.irefully re-examined Muratori's diflertation. I take the trouble of

extra(5ling from the bronze table the rents which a vaft number of citizens of Velleia

9 covenant
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nombrc des citoyens de Valeia s'ecoient anujettis, et les fonds fur lelquels on

!es avoit aflignees. C'eft un travail fecetingrat; niais quand on conftruit

un edifice, il fiuit en creufer les fondemens. L'on efl: obHge de faire le role

de mafon, aufli bien que celui d'architedle. J'efpere pouvoir tirer quelque

chofe de cette efpece de recenfement.

Juillet 4.]—J'ai acheve le volume des Statues, avec les obfervacions de

M. Gori.

14.]—J'ai lu Vlntroducficn a I'HiJicire de Daniiemarck, far M. Mallet ;

avec la TraduSlion de I'Edda, le livre facre des anciennes Cdtes. Nous

avons a prefent une denii-douzaine de ces bibles (en y comprenant les

notres). Ce feroit un bel ouvrage a faire que le tableau philofophique des

religions, leur efprit, leur raifonnement et leur influence fur les mceurs, le

gouvernement, la philofophie et la poefie de chaque peuple. M. Mallet

eft fage et fenfe ; il a etudie fon fujet avec foin, et il le dsveloppe d'une fajon

plutot claire qu'elegante. Son idee principale, que la religion d'Odin a

forme le caraftere des Septentrionaux, qui fe fait encore fentir parmi nous,

e.ft un idee judicieufe, vraie a bien des egards et parfaitement fuivie. Ses

reflexions fur la population ancienne du pays, font excellentes ; il fait voir

que ces efl"aims nombreux pouvoient fortir du Nord, fans le fuppofer plus

peuple qu'a prefent. L'Edda lui avoit beaucoup fourni fur la religion et les

mceurs.

covenant to pay, and the funds from which they are to raife them. The tafk is dry

and unpleafaiit; but, before building an edifice, it is neceflary to lay the foundation
;

there mufl: be bricklayers as well as architedts. I hope to benefit by this enumeration.

July 4.]—I finilhed the volume of Statues, with Gori's obfervations.

14.]—I read Mr. Mallet's IntroduBloti to the Hijhr^ of Denmark, with a Traiijlatkn.

of the Eilda, the facred book of the ancient Celts. We have now half a dozen of bibles,

if we include our own. A valuable work might be written, giving a philofopliical pic-

ture of religions, their genius, reafonings, and influence on the manners, government,
philofophy, and poetry of their refpeflive votaries. Mr. Mallet is a man of fenfe and
candour ; he has carefully examined his fubjecl, but treats it with more perfpicuity

than elegance. His great principle, that the religion of Odin formed that cliaracter

©f the northern nations, whofe efFcds are flill perceptible among ourfelves, is judi-

cious, in many refpeas well founded, and perfedly well iiluftrated. He makes excel-
lent obfervations on the populoufnefs of the North ; tending to fliew tliat the numerous
fwarms which iflued from it in ancient times do not prove it to have been more popu-
lous than it is at prefent. The Edda fupplied him with copious materials on the fub-

VOL. a. R R jea
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mceurs, Deftitue de ce fecours fur le gouvernement, il s'abaiulonne 5

Tacite et a I'analogie ; niais ces guides lui font ils toujours fideles ? Tacite

comprenoit la Scandinavie fous le nom de Germanic -, mais il fonge dans fa

defcripdon generale des conftitudons, a celles qu'il connoilToit le niieux,

celles des voifins du Rhin et du Danube. La religion d'Odin, eft elle

d'ailleurs auffi ancienne que Tacite ? Lorfque je vois que cet hiftorien fup-

pofe comme une verite claire et inconteftable que les Germains font une

nation indigene, qui n'a jamais ete alteree par aucun melange etranger, j'ai

de la peine a me perfuader qu'il ait pu ignorer qu'une grande colonic Scy-

thique s'etoit emparee de la Scandinavie 150 ans auparavant. J'aime mieux

-fuppofer avec M. Dalin, que la migration d'Odin eft du terns de Trajan.

La foiblefle des Cimbres, et I'efclavage des Siimies, que Tacite a appergu,

ont du donner de grandes facilitcs a ce conquerant. Cette epoque me fait

voir que le peu d'invention des hommes encore plus que la politique des

prophetes, les oblige d'enrichir toujours des religions nouvelles aux depens

desanciennes, et d'aftiijetdr celles- la au caraftere national, &c. L^ne reli-

gion qui auroit preche la crainte de la mort, auroit ete mal rejue parmi les

Celtes. C'eft pourquoi je trouve un meme fond de mceurs et de religioa

chez les Cimbres, les devanciers d'Odin, et les Celtiberes qui n'entendirent

peut

je£l of religion and morals. In treating of government, he has not a voucher equally

authentic, and is obliged to have recourfe to Tacitus and analogy. Thefe guides are

not alwavs to be trufted. Tacitus indeed comprehended Scandinavia under the name

of Germany; but in his general defcription of the Germanic inftitutions, he had

chiefly in view the nations with which he was beft acquainted, thofe fituate near the

Rhine and the Danube, Befides, it is not certain that the religion of Odin is as old

as the time of Tacitus. When that hiflorian takes it for a truth certain and incontro-

vertible, that the Germans were indigenous, and that the purity of their blood was never

corrupted by any foreign admixture, there is fome difficulty in conceiving how he could

be ignorant that a great Scythian colony had conquered Scandinavia one hundred and

fifty years before his own times, I would rather fuppofe with Dalin, that Odin's mi-

gration happened in the reign of Trajan, That conqueror's defigu mud have been

greatly facilitated by the weaknefs of the Cimbri, and the flavery of the Sinones, fuf-

ficiently indicated in Tacitus. This sera tends to (hew that the poverty of human in-

vention, as well as the policy of prophets, always obliges them to enrich new religions

at the expence of the old, and to mould them conformably to the national character.

A religion inculcating the fear of death would have met with a very unfavourable recep-

tion among tlie Celts. The genius of Odin's fuperftition and morals prevailed among

7 the
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peut ctre jamais parler de liii. Quant au lieu d'oii fortit le fondateur du

culte d'Edda, je m'en tiens a la tradition connnune, qui le place aux environs

du TanaVs et du Palus Mcotide. L'cloignemcnt ne me rebute point. Ces

courfes immcnfes conviennent aux nations fauvages. Je fens que les con-

noillances gcographiques Ibnt tres bornecs parmi elles, mais les accidens les

etendent fouvent. UnScythe de la tribu des AJts, fait prifonnicr par fes

voifins, aura pafic de main en main jufqu'aux bords de la mer Bakique. A
fon retour, il aura parle dcs avantages du pays, et des facilites qu'on auroit

a en faire la conquete. Odin (il faut le fuppofer homme de genie) aura

compris que les nations limitrophes de I'empire ctoient plus aguerries, et

moins ignorantes, et que le chef d'une petite cite qui vouloit fonder un grand

empire, devoit s'avancer plus au Nord. Les peuples fur fa route fe feront

dclivres d'un avanturier inquier, en lui accordant un paffage j grace que la

fcience militaire de ces fiecles, rendoit peu importante, ct dont la fincerite

heroique des barbares ne leur permettoit pas d'abufcr. Les rivieres auront

pu faciliter fa marche. II aura remonte le Tanais ou le Volga pour defcendrc

le Dina jufqu'aux environs de Riga. Les fources de ces rivieres font petj

^loignees les unes des autres, et dans un fiecle oCi les terres avoient foixantc

dix

the Cimbri, wlio were long anterior to that legiflator ; and among the Cehiberi^ns,

who probably never heard of his name. As to the country from which the author of

the Edda came, I would adopt the common tradition which fixes his ancient feat in the

neighbourhood of the Tanais and the Palus Mxotis. I am not frightened at the great-

nefs of the diftance. Great journies arc accompliftied by favage nations; and their

fcanty geographical knowledge is often extended by accident. A Scythian of the tribe

of Afx, taken prifoner by his neighbours, may have pafled through fucceffive mafters

to the {here of the Baltic. At his return, he would defcribe the advantageous fituation

of tlie country, and :he facility with which its conqtieil might be effeded. Odin (wc
muft fuppofe him a man of genius) would perceive, that the nations bordering on the

empire were lefs ignorant, and more warlike, than thofe removed at a greater dif-

tance; and that the leader of a fmall tribe, wlio wiflied to found a great kingdom, muft
marcli againll the northern extremity. The intermediate nations would gladly deliver

themfelves from a dangerous invader by granting to him a free paflage; a favour

which, in an age little Ikilled in the art of fortification, is of fmall importance ; and
v/hlch the heroical finccrity of barbarians feldom permitted them to abufe. The courfes

of tlie great rivers muft have much facilitated his journey. He would fail up the

Tanais and the Volga, to defcend with the ftteam of die Dina to the neighbourhood of
Riga. The fources of thofc rivers are not widely diftant from each other; and when

R R 2 tlic
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dix huit pieds d'c'levadon moins qu'a prefcnt, on a foiipconne que les mera

avotent dcs communications qu elles n'ont plus. II a etabli fon culte dans la

Scandinavie. II s'eft repandu parmi les peuples Septentrionaux de la Ger-

manic, connus fous le nom de Saxons, qui I'ont porte en Angleterre au

cinquieme fiecle. Voila, ce me femble, les pays ou il faut le chercher. M.

Mallet s'en fait une idee im peu trop generale. Je ne vois point dans I'Edda

que le conquerant du Nord, le pretre du dieu Odin, nomme Odin comme

lui, ait jamais vouiu fe tlure pafler pom* dieu ; ni que les Scandinaves ayent

adore des hommes deifies, cuke bien plus rare qu'on ne penfe. Odin le

conquer.ant fe vantoit d'etre magicien, non pas dieu -, Tune de ces prcten-

lions exclut I'autre.

Juillet i6.]—Je n'ai pas voulu m'engager dans la grande hiftoire du

Dannemarck de M. Mallet, qui fuit I'introdudlion. EUe m'auroit trop

ecarte de mes vues afluelles ; mais je n'ai pu me refufer le plaifir d'en lire

un uiorceau detache, qui regarde la converfion de la Scandinavie, et de

voir la chute d'un culte dontj'avois vu.l'etabliflement et les principes. It

me paroit fechement traite, et d'une tres petite maniere. C'eft une queftion

intereflante, pourquoi les peuples du Nord ont rebute le Chriftianifme avec

taht d'opiniatrete, pendant que leurs compatriotes ecablis dans I'empire,

I'ont

the land was lefs elevated by feventy-eight feet than it is at prefent, there may have

teen communications, now loft, between neighbouring feas. Odin eftabliflied his

v'orfhip in Scandinavia. Thence it fpread among the northern nations of Ger-

many called Saxons, by whom it was carried into England in die fifth century. In

thofe countries only, I think, we ought to look for it : Mr. Mallet's fyftem fuppofes

it too extenfive. I do not find in the Edda that Odin the conqueror of the North, and

the priefl of a god alfo named Odin, wiftied ever to pafs himfelf for a divinity ; nor

that the Scandinavians ever worftiipped deified men ; a worfhip much rarer than is

commonly imagined. Odin the conqueror boafted of being a magician ; a pretenfion

altogether inconfiftent with that of his divinity.

July i6.]—I did not wifli to proceed with Mr. Mallet's large hiftory, which followed

his introdu£tion ; this would have diverted me too much from my prefent purfuits

;

but I could not deny myfelf the pleafure of reading a detached part, relative to the

converfion of Scandinavia, in order to fee the downfall of Odin's fuperllition, of which

I had beheld the eftablifliment, and examined the principles. This fubject is treated

dryly, and without tafte. An important queftion occurs, why the inhabitants of the

North fliould have fo obftinately reje£ted Chriftianity, while their countrymen eflablilhed

in the empire embraced it with the utmoft readinefs. Mr. Mallet will anfwer, that the

latter
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I'ont embrafie avec une fi grande facilite. M. Mallet nous rcpondra que

ceux-ci n'ctoienc qu'une jeunefie inquiete, qui avoic quitte fon pays avant

que d'etre aifermie dans les prcjuges de fcs peres. Cependant il fait aflez

lui meme, que la plus part de ces migrations fc font faites en corps de na-.

tion, et que cette jeunefle trainoit avec elle des vieillards, dont le cceur et

I'efprit ne peuvent plus changer, des feijimes dont le temperament foible et

craintif les porte a la devotion, et des bardes, des propheteffes et des pre-

tres, qui combattoient le nouveau cidte par tous les moyens qu'ils emprun-

toient de la crainte, de I'habitude et du point d'honneur. Cette raifon ne

vaut rien. Je ne penfe pas non plus que les chefs des barbares ayent fouvent

embraflc le Chriil:ianirme par politique, ni qu'ils ayent voulu rifquer d'aliener

les cceurs des vainqueurs, pour captiver ceux d'un peuple de vaincus qu'ils

meprifoient. Je vois d'ailleurs que les chefs des Burgundiens, et des Van-

dales, ont embraffe I'Arianifme. Un politique auroit il adopte les fentimens

du plus petit nombre de les fujets ? Je trouve les vrais motifs de cette dif-

ference, dans la feule circonftance que les uns font reftes dans leurs pays, et

que les autres en font fortis. Je ne park pas ici des Saxons, qui ne con-

noiflent la religion que par le bapteme et le fupplice. Ces hommes libres

repoufibient une religion qui ne leur paroiflbit qu'une partie des ioix irape-

rieuies de Charlemagne. Je ne fais attention qu'a ces nations chez qui le

Chriftianifme

latter confifted only of unfteady young men who had left their native country before

they were thoroughly confirmed in the prejudices of their anceflors. Yet he well

. knows that feveral of thofe migrations were made by communities at large j and that

the young men were accompanied by men far advanced in years, whofe hearts and.

principles were no longer fufceptible of change ; by women whofe weaknefs and timi-

dity render them peculiarly prone to fuperllition ; as well as by bards, prieits, and pro-

pheteffes, who combated the new worfhip by every weapon that either cuftom, fear,

or honour could fupply. This explanation, therefore, will not anfwer the purpofe.

Neither do I think it probable tliat the leaders of the Barbarians embraced Chriftianity

through policy, and ventured to provoke the conquerors, in order to ingratiate them-

felves with the conquered, whom they defpifed. Befides, thofe leaders of the Vandals

and Burgundians embraced Arianifm. Policy would not have taught them to adopt

the fentiments of the fmalleft portion of their fubjedls. I believe the true reafon for

the difference arofe merely from this circumftance, that the one clafsleft their country,

whereas the other remained at home. I fpeak not here of the Saxons, who knew
Chriftianity only by baptifm and punifhment ; and whofe love of liberty rejedled that

religion as a badge of the imperious laws impofed by Charlemagne. I have in view

8 only
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Chrillianifine a paru en fuppliant, non en vainqueur et en perfecuteur.

Toutes les religions font locales jufqu'a un certain point. Le Chretien Ic

moins fuperfticieux, fentiroit plus de devotion lur la montagne du Calvairc

qu'a Londres. Mais chez les nations favantes, les livres et la reflexion, et

chez les peuples de I'Orient, une imagination echauffee, fiippleent a la prc-

fence aftuelle des objets, et les reprefentent a I'efprit en tout terns et en

tout lieu. Les idees, ou les images etoient trop fubtiles pour ne pas echap-

per a la durete tranquille et phlcgmatique de nos Scandinaves. Un miffion-

naire combattoit avec beaucoup de delavantages fur leurs foyers. Ce temple

d'Upfal, ou ils avoient achete le faveur d'Odin par des milliers de vidtimes

humaines ; ces rochers que les anciens Scaldes avoient couverts de carafleres

Runiques qu'ils redoutoient, parcequ'ils ne les entendoient pas ; ces col-

lines que la religion avoit cleve a la gloire de leurs ancetres, et qui les atten-

doienteux:memes ;—tous ces objets frappoientleur efprit, parcequ'ils avoient

frappe leurs fens. Ces habitans de la Germanie, tranfportes dans les pays du

midi, avoient perdu deja le fondement principal de leur cuke. Les temples,

les autels, les tombeaux et les lieux confacrcs par les miracles^ appartenoient

a une nouvelle religion, qui s'infmuoit doucement dans le vuide qu'ils fen-

toient dans leur ame. AlTaillis par tous ces objets, ils paflerent infenfible-

;nent a I'admiration et a la foi. Le changement que le nouveau climat

produifit

only thofe nations among whom Cliriftianity appeared not as a conqueror or perfecutor,

but as a fiipplicant. All religions depend in fome degree on local circumftances. The

Jeaft fuperllitlous Chriftian would feel more devotion on Mount Calvary than in Lon-

don. Among learned nations reading and refleftion, and among the nations of the

Eaft a natural warmth of fancy, fupply, in fome meafure, the real prefence of objedlsj

and give to them in all times and in all places a mental exiltence. But mental reprefent-

ations are too fubtile to make an impreflion on the phlegmatic infenfibility of Scandina-

vians -, and a miiTionary mud have combated their faith vAth great difadvantage in their

native country. The temple of Upfal in which they had purchafed the favour of Odin

by thoufands of human viftims ; thofe rocks which the ancient Scaldi had covered with

Runic charaftersjthe more venerable becaufe unintelligible; thofe mounts which religion

had raifed to the glory of their anceftors, and by which they hoped that their own would

•be perpetuated:—all thefe objefts kept poffefllon of their minds, becaufe they were conti-

nually ftriklng their fenfes. But the nations of Germany, when tranfported into fouthern

countries, loll hold of the firmell foundation of their faith. Temples, altars, tombs,

and confecrated places were all on the fide of a new religion, which naturally infinu-

ated itfclf into the void of credulity left craving in their minds. They firft wondered,

aud
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produifit bientot dans la fa$on de vivre des vainqueurs, et dans le tempera-

ment meme de leurs enflins, les cloignoit encore d'une religion qui conve-

noit mieux aux bords de I'Elbe qu a ceux du Tage, aux forets qu'aux

villcs. Un barbare qui avoit goutc le vin de Falerne, fe foucioit afiez peu

de s'enyvrer d'hydromel aux feftins d'Odin, et quand il foufFroit toute

I'ardeur d'un foleii Africain, un enfer dont les fenetres feroient ouvertes du

cote du Nord, ne lui paroilToit plus bien redoutable. Son efprit s'cclairoit,

et fon coeur s'adouciflToit dans le commerce des vaincus, et tout contribuoit a

, le detacher d'un culte, qui n'eft fonde que fur la barbaric ct fur I'ignorance,

pendant qu'il le difpofoit en faveur de celui qui concenoit toute la fcience du

fiecle qu'il commencoit a goiiter, et qui n'enfcignoit que cette humanite dont

il fentoit deja le.prix. II fe trouvoit encore environne d'un peupk de mif-

fionnaires que I'interet auffi bien que le zele, animoit dans le travail de con-

vertir fes maitres, et d'arreter ces tigres feroces dans les liens de la reli-

gion. Les eveques, les pretres, et jufqu'a leurs maitrefles qui meloient

les carefTes et la controverfe, s'actachoient furtout aux princes, dont la na-

tion, deja indifferente, fuivoit fans peine I'exemple. Quelle difference de

I'entreprife d'une pareille converfion, a quelques Benedi6lins qui vont dans

les forets de la Suede precher la patience, I'humilite et la foi, a des nations

nombreufes de pirates. Ces guerriers les maflacrent, ou s'ils les epargnent,

c'eft

and then believed. The changes produced by a new climate in their modes of life, and

in the education of their children, tended to eftrange them from a fuperftition better

adapted to the banks of the Elbe than to thofe of the Tagus, and to forcfts than to cities.

A Barbarian, who had tafted the wine of Falernum, would not feel much defire of

intoxicating himfelf with hydromel at Odin's feftivalj and when he panted under an

African fun, a hell open to the north wind would not greatly excite his terror. His un-

derftanding would be improved, and his heart foftened, in his perpetual intercourfe with

the vanquifhed ; and every caufe would concur to make him quit a mode of worfhip

founded on ignorance and barbarifm, and to fubftitute in its ftead a religion connected

with fcience which he began to relifli, and inculcating the virtues of humanity which ha

began to value. He was befides furrounded by a nation of miflionaries, w^iofe zeal was

animated by a perfonal interefl in the converfion of their mailers, that thofe fierce tigers

might be confined in the chains of religion. Bifliops, priefts, and women, who mingled

carefles with controverfy, were fedulous to convert the princes and great men, whofe

example was eafily followed by that of the carelefs multitude. Such means of conver-

fion are far more efficacious than thofe with which a few Benedittines are furniflied,

who travel into the woods of Sweden to preach patience, humility, and faith to nume-

rous
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<:'eft moins par bonte que par mepris. Une exception, qui ne fait que

confirmer ma thefe ; c'eft cclle de Saxons etablis en Angleterre, et qui ne fc

convertirent qu'vau bout de cent cinquante ans. 'Mais c'eft parcequ'ils avoient

chafle tons les anciens habitants dans la province de Galles, parceque Ic

climat etoit moins diff6-ent du leur, et que cette province de Tempire etoit

la plus incuke : les caufes agirent neanmoins, quoiqu'avec plus de lenteur,

et lorfqu'iis furent tranquillement etablis, ils embraflerent fans difficulte le

Chriftianifme que leur annoncerent les miflionnaires Remains.

Un Proteftant diroit encore que le Chriftianifme du dixieme fiecle etoit

bien plus difficile a digerer que celui du cinquieme : il I'eft affurement pour

un raifonneur.

rous bands of pirates. Thefe warriors either maflacred the priefts, or fpared them

through mere contempt. An apparent exception to this theory tends really to confirm it

:

the Saxons, who fettled in England, were not converted till one hmidred and fifty years

after their eftabliniment in that country. This happened, becaufe they drove the ancient

inhabitants into Wales; becaufe the climate of England was not widely different from

their own ; and becaufe this kingdom was the leaft poliftied of all the Roman pro-

vinces. But the fame caufes operated on the Saxons, though more flowly ; and when

they began to enjoy tranquillity at home, they readily embraced Chrifaanity as

taught them by the Roman miflionaries.

A Proteftant would alfo obferve, that the Chriftianlty of the tenth century is of far

more difficult digedion than that of the fifth. It certainly is fo to a man who

leafons.
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RECUEIL de mes OBSERVATIONS, et PIECES
DE'TACHE'ES, fur difFerens Sujets.

r-- N' I.

Le 23 Decembre 1763.

npous Ics poetes epiques ont paru croire qu'un catalogue detaille des

armces qu'ils mettoient en campagne, et des heros qu'eUes avoient i

leur tete, faifoit un partie effentielle et neceflaire de Icurs poemes. Un
commentateur eft oblige de les juftifier j mais quel lefteur les a lus avec

plaifir ? lis refroidiflent I'interet, ils ralentiflent I'adtion au moment que

I'attention eft la plus attachce. Toutes les beautes de details, tous les orne-

mens de la poefie, nous garantlflent a peine de I'ennui. On le fent un peu

cet ennui, lorfqu'on parcourt un pareil denombrement dans un ouvrage hif-

torique : mais on le pardonne parcequ'il eft neceflaire, Dans I'hiftoire, c'eft

ordinairement le nombre et la qualite des troupes, qui donnent la vidtoire,

Dans I'epopce, c'cft toujours la prote£tion des dieuxct la valeur merveilleufe

d'un

A COLLECTION of my REMARKS, and DETACHED PIECES,

on different Subjects.

N' I.

ijd December 1763.

A LL epic poets feem to confider an exaft catalogue of the armies -which they fend

into the field, and of the heroes by whom they are commanded, as a neceflary

and eflential part of their poems. A commentator is obliged to juftify this praftice

;

but to what reader did it ever give pleafure ? Such catalogues deftroy the intereft and

retard the progrefs of the aftion, when our attention to it is molt alive. All the beau-

ties of detail, and all the ornaments of poetry, fcarcely fuffice to amufe our wearinefs;

a wearinefs produced by fuch enumerations even in hiftorical works, but which are

pardoned in them, becaufe neceflary. In hiftory, the vi£lory commonly depends on

the number and quality of the troops ; but in epic poetry, It is always decided by the

proteiStion of the gods and the marvellous valour of the hero. Achilles is invincible

;

VOL. II. s s his
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d'un heros. Achilk eft invincible; raais les Myrmidons font a peine

connus. Homere n fait iin catalogue des Grecs : je le fais ; mais Homere

peut n'avoir pas eu raifon. II peut ne I'avoir eue que pour lui feul. Son

exemple particulier fait il une loi gencrale ?" En ce cas tout poeme epique

doit etre un fiege ; il doit finir fans que la place foit ni prife, ni delivree.

Une preuve frappante que tous les poetes ont fenti eux memes qu'ils fuivoient

I'ufage, plutot que la raifon ; c'eft qu'ils ont toujours traite ces catalogues

comme des hors d'oeuvre, que les heros du catalogue font rareraent ceux

de I'hiftoire, ct que les premiers, aprcs avoir brille un inftant a la revue,

difparoiffoient pour faire place aux perfonnages plus eflentiels, Le poete n'a

pas befoin d'une reflburce aufli froide et aufii ufee, pour faire connoitre a fes

tefteurs les veritables heros de fon epopee.

Un critique peut condamner ces catalogues poetiques ; mais malheur a ce

critique, s'il eft infenfible a toutes les beautes que Virgile a fu mettre dans

le Gen, a la vivacitc du colons, au nombre et a la difference des tableaux,

eta cette harmonic douce et foutenue qui fatisfait toujours I'oreiile etl'efprit.

L'armee des Etrufques n'eft pas inferieure a celle de Turnus : comme elle,

c'eft I'clite de plufieurs peuples belliqueux raflembles fous ks etandarts des

heros et des demi-dieux. Mais elle a fur les Rutuli un avantage, tel qu'il

convenoit

his myrmidons are fcarcely knov/n. Homer has indeed given a catalogue
; yet tiiis

perhaps was not right m Homer, or right only in him. Ought his particular example

to make a general law ? In that cafe, the fubjeft of every epic poem ought to be a

fiege, and the poem ought to conclude before either the place is taken or the fiege

laifed. Poets themfelves afford a convincing proof that they were fenfible of follow-

ing cuftom rather than reafon, by treating thofe catalogues merely as epifodes, and by

introducing into them heroes, who are rarely thofe of hiftory ; and who, after fhining

a moment in thofe reviews, totally difappear, in order to make room for charaders

more eflential to the a£lion. An epic poet ftands not in need of fo dull and vulgar an

expedient for making the reader acquainted with his true heroes.

A crit'c may condemn thofe poetical catalogues ; hut woe to the critic, if he is in-

fenfible to all the beauties by which that of Virgil is adorned ; the brightnefs of his.

colouring, the number and variety of his plfl:ures, and that fweet and well-fultained

harmony, which always charms the car and the foul. The army of the Tufcans is not

inferior to that of Turnus ; being alfo compofed of the flower of many vvarHke nations

aflembled under the ftandards of heroes and demigods. But it enjoys over the Rutuli an

advantage which it was natural fliould belong to the allies of Eneas ; having jultice and

I the
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convenolt aiix amis d'Enee. Elle a pour elle la juftice et les dleux. Chaqirc

lefteur, en deteftant les forfaits de Mezence, applaudit- aux efforts d'un na-

tion libre et genereufe, qui a ofe dctroner fon tyran, et qui cherche 3 le

punir. J'ai toujours ete etonne que le courtifan d'Augufte ait fonge a cet

cpifode, qui auroit mieux convenu a I'ami de Brutus. Tout y refpirc les

idees republicaines les plus fortes, et peut etre le plus outrees. Mezence

ctoit fouverain legitime et hereditaire d'un pays dont il devint le tyran. Son

peuple auffitot le precipite du trone, et fe regardant delbrmais comme libre ;

il ne fonge pas un inftant aux droits d'un fils infortune et vertueux. Me-
zence trouve un afyle chez les Rutuli, mais fes fujets furieux implorent les

fecours de Icurs allies. Toute I'Etruric les armes a la main, veut enlever

fon roi a fes defenfeurs, pour le conduire au fupplice ; et cette fureur de*

Etrufques eft approuvce des loix, des dieux et du poete :

Ergo omnis furiisfurrexit Etniriajujiis,

Regem ad JuppHcium pviejenti Marte repojcunt.

'Virgil, jEneid viii. 494.

Si je voulois etablir la thefe generale et illimitee du droit qu'ont les fujets

de punir les crimes de leurs princes, je ne choifirois que cet exemple qui

he permet plus de reftriclion ni de modification. Parmi les anciens eux

mcmes

tlie gods on its Tide.
'
Every reader, while he detefts the crimes of Mezentius, muft

applaud tlie exertions of a free and generous people, who have ventured to dethrone
their tyrant, and are eager to punifli him. I have always wondered that the courtier
of Auguftus fliould have introduced an eplfode which would liave been more properly
treated by the friend of Brutus. Every line breathes republican fentiments, the boldert,

and perhaps the moll extravagant. Mezentius was the lawful and hereditary fovereign
of a country, of which he rendered himfelf the tyrant. His fubjeais hurled him from
the throne, and thenceforth regard thcmfclves as free, without once confidering the
rights of his unfortunate and virtuous fon. Mezentius finds an afylum among the Ru-
tuli

;
but his furious fubjefts implore the aQiftance of their allies. All Etruria in arm$

determine to tear their king from the hands of his defenders, in order to fubjed him t«
funiflmient; and diis fury of theTufcans is approved by the gods and the poet

:

Er^o cmnls furiis furrexit Etruria juflis.

Regent ad fupplicium prafenii Alarte repofcunt.

If I wiflied to eftabliJh it as a general and unlimited principle, that fubjeds have a
right to pMnifli the crimes of their fovercigns, I would prefer this example, which
admits of ueitlier modification nor reftriftion. Among the ancients themfelves, it

s s 2 appears
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mSmes je le crois unique dans la theorie, comme la mort d'Agis I'eft dans la

pratique. Augufte devoit lire en tremblant I'un et I'autre j et fi Virgile

avoiteule terns de reciter le huitieme livre de I'Eneide, je ne fais pas fi or»

I'auroit recompenfe comme I'eloge de Marcellus.

Ma furprife augmente, lorfque je penfe que I'hiftoire de Mezence eft de

I'invention du poete ; qu'il n'entroit point dans la premiere ordonnance de fon

poeme ; et qu'il I'ignoroit lui meme quand il compofoit le feptieme livre. l\

paroit que Virgile, apres avoir con^u Tidee generale du but oii il tendoit,

s'abandonnoit a Ion genie pour lui fournir des moyens pour y arriver, et que

revetiflant I'efprit et la fituation de fon heros, il cherchoit des difficultcs pour

les furmonter, fans favoir precifement comment il les furmonteroit j qu'en

un mot dans le tems qu'il faifoit debarquer Enee fur les bords du Tybre, il

ignoroit le detail des evenemens qui conduiroient a la mort de Turnus. Je dis

le detail des evenemens : le perfonnage de Mezence depend de celui

d'Evandre et de Pallas, et la mort de celui-ci eft eflentiellement liee avec

celle de Turnus. Cette methode de travailkr n'a-t-elle pas fes avantages ?

On a donne des applaudiffemens a celle de Richardlbn, qui n'en eft que

I'imitation. La verite et la hardiefte valent bien le timide embarras d'un

poete qui meme en formant le noeud, ne s'occupe que du denouement,

L'exemple

appears to me to have been as fmgular in theory as the death of Agis was in praflice.

Auguftus mud have read both with terror ; and had Virgil continued to recite the

eighth book of the Eneid, I fufpeft that he would not have been fo well rewarded for

the ftory of Mezentius as he was for the panegyric of Marcellus.

My furprife increafes, when I confider that the ftory of Mezentius is entirely Virgil's

invention ; that it entered not into the general plan of his poem ; and that he himfelf

had not thought of it when he compofed his feventh book. It appears that Virgil,

after forming a general idea of his defign, trufted to his genius for fupplying him with

the means of carrying it into execution ; and that entering into the charadler and fitu-

ation of his hero, he prepared for him difficulties to encounter, without knowing ex-

actly how he would furmount them : in one word, when he landed Eneas on the banks

of the Tiber, that he knew not the whole feries of events which fhould lead to the

death of Turnus. I fay the whole feries of events ; for the part of Mezentius depends

on the introduftion of Evander and Pallas, and the death of Pallas is intimately con-

necEled with that of Turnus. This manner of writing is not deftitute of its advantages.

It is applauded in Richardfon, who has only imitated Virgil. The truth and boldnefs

by which it is charaaerifed far furpafs the timid perplexity of a writer, who, while he

forms his plot, is at the fame^time confidering how h^^lbg|l vnraypl.it. Virgil's

> ' ' "
• , ' example
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L'exemple de Virgile vaut bien celui de Chapelain, qui avoic ecrit tonte la

Pucellc en profe, avant de la traduire en vers, Je fens que Virgile

auroit revu fon travail, s'il avoit vegu, pour en former un tout fimple et

uniforme, et qu'il auroit efface avec foin toutes )es traces aux quelles un

lefteur atcentif pourroit reconnoitre des pieces detacliies, qui n'etoient point

faitesles uncs pour les autres. En voicideux or trois.

I. Mezence paroit a la tete des guerriers qui fuivent Turnus : mais il y

paroit en roi maitre de fes etats. II arrive des cotes Tyrrheniennes avec des

troupes nombreufes, et fon fils, le vaillant Laufaus, le fuit avec mille guerriers

de la ville de C^ere. 1. Mellapus, roi des Falifci, eft Tofcan. Fefcennium,

SoraSfe, la foret Ciminienne, font parmi les lieux les plus cclebres de I'Etru-

rie. Ce prince Etrufque auroit il abandonne le corps de la nation enticre,

raflemblee par les crimes de Mezence ? Se feroit il trouve dans le camp
des ennemis, auroit-il amene au fecours de Turnus des peuples enerves par

la molefle, et qui ne connoifToient plus la guerre que pour la detefter ? Le

poete n'auroit-il pas donne a, une demarche fi finguliere des motifs vraifem-

blables ? Auroit-il dit que toute I'Etrurie s'etoit foulevee contre Mezence ?

3. Cet Aventinus du Mont Aventin, le fils d'Hercule, eft un peribnnage

pittorefque dans le catalogue j mais il ne peut fubfifter avec Evandre. L'lin

ct

example is fiirely more worthy of imitation than that of Chapelain, who wrote the

whole of his Pucelle in profe, before he tranflated it into poetry. I am fenfible that

had Virgil lived to revife his work, he would have given to it uniformity and unity

;

and carefully effaced all thofe marks by which an attentive reader may perceive in it

detached parts, not originally written the one for the otlier. Of thefe take the

following examples.

I. Mezentius appears at the head of the warriors who follow Turnus, but appears as

a king completely matter of his dominions. He arrives from the Tyrrhenian coafts

with numerous troops, and his fon, the valiant Laufus, follows him with a thoufand

warriors from the city of Cxre. 2. Meffapus, king of the Falifci, is a Tufcan. Fel-

cennlum, Sora£te, the Ciminian forefl, are ainong the mod celebrated places ofEtru-

lia. ThisTufcan prince, would he have forfaken the whole body of his nation united

by the crimes of Mezentius ^ Is it to be expedled that he fhould be found in the camp
' of the enemy, or that he would have brought, as auxiliaries to Turnus, a people funk

in effeminacy, and who knew war only by their deteftation of it ? The poet would have
' coloured fo extraordinary a meafure, by afluming for it fome probable motive. Would
he have faid that all Etruria was in infurrc£lion ngainft Mezentius ? 3. Aventinus,

of Mount Aventine, the fon of Herculesj makes a ftriking figure in the catalogue ; but

his
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et I'autre regnoient dans les memes lieux, et en meme terns. On dira

peut etre que I'un de ces princes occupoit le Mont Palatin pendant que I'autre

doininoit fur I'Aventin. Nonj—Evandre montre a Enee cet Aventin,

qui n'etoit qu'un rocher defert *, fitue dans fon petit royaumCj qui n'etoit

borne que par le Tybre et les Rutuli f.

Je crois que Virgile auroit encore corrige quelques fautes qu'on apperjoit

avec peine dans le catalogue de guerriers Tofcans. II favoit bien que lorf-

qu'un poete park d'unc fcience, il doit en parler avec precifion, et ii fc

ieroit rappelle, que la geographic ne nuit point a la poeTie. i. Sur les

douze cites de I'Etrurie, qui compofoient le corps de la nation, il en auroit

nomme plus de deux, Cluftum et Cere, et il fe feroit moins appefanti fur une

foule de lieux fubalternes et obfcurs, dont les habitans ne pouvoient que

fuivre les etandarts de leurs maitres. 2. II auroit penfe peut-etre que fept

ou huit beaux vers ne valoient pas la peine qu'il fit paroitre les Liguriens,

nation etrangere et ennemie, dans une guerre civile, qui ne pouvoit inte-

refier que le corps Etrufque. 3. Je vols le camp des Tofcans affis fur les

bords de la mer, aux environs de C^re ; je vols leurs vaifTeaux, et tous les

preparatifs d'une expedition eloignee. lis s'embarquent en efFet, mais ce

n'eft que pour une navigation de trente milles. lis la prcferent cette navi-

gation

his part is inconfiflent with that of Evander. They reigned at the fame time, and over

the fame place. It will be faid that one of thofe princes occupied the Palatine, while

the other reigned over the Aventine Mount. This is impofnble ; for Evatider fhcws

the Aventine to Eneas, which was a barren rock *, fituate in his little kingdom, which

had no other boundaries than the Tiber, and the territory of the Rutuli f.

I believe that Virgil would alfo have corrected fome faults, which it is painful to fee

in his enumeration of the Tufcan warriors. He well knew that when a poet fpeaks of

a fcience, he ought to do it with precifion •, and he could not forget that accurate geo-

graphy is not incompatible with poetry. Of the twelve cities which compofed the

confederacy of Etruria, he would have named more than Caere and Clufium, and he

would not have dwelt on tlie crowd of fecondary towns, which could not do otherwifc

than follow the ftandards of their refpeflive capitals. 2. He would not have thought

that feven or eight beautiful verfes compenfated for introducing the Ligurlans, a foreign

and hoftile nation, into the civil wars of the Tufcans, which could only be interelliiig

to the members of their own confederacy. 3 . I fee the camp of the Tufcans on the

fea-fliore near to Caere ; 1 fee their veflels, and all the preparations for a diftant expe-

dition. They embark, but it is only for a voyage of thirty miles. They prefer this

navigation to an eafy march of two days, which would have brought them to the

• Virgil, .^neid viii. 190. f Le mcrae, 473.
country
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gation a une niarche ailee de deux jours, qui les auroit conduit aux tcrres

d'Evandre kur aliie. lis y auroient pafle le Tybre, et fe feroient vus fur la

fronticre des Rutuli. 4. Cette expedition navale me furprend, mais cellc

des troupes de Maiuoue ne fe con^oit pas. Cinq cens guerriers, qui s'em-

barquent fur le Mincius, ne peuvent fe trouver dans les mers de I'Ecrurie,

fans avoir fait le tour de I'ltalie entiere. Virgile aimoit fa patrie, mais il

auroit facilement trouve le moyen de I'amener au fecours d'Enee, fans

ehoquer la vraifemblance ou la geographic.

N" II.

Le z4th Decembre 1763, a Lausanne.

JE
vais dire quatre mots du catalogue de Silius Italicus. i. II me con-

viendroit mal de parler de I'ordonnance generale d'un poeme, dont je n'ai

lu qu'un morceau detache ; mais ce morceau me fait fentir que Pline avoit

trcs bien connu fon contemporain, quand il a decide qu'il devoit plus a I'art

qu'a la nature. Cet art paroit moins dans le ftyle qui eft aife et coulant, que

dans les idees qui font d'un homme qui fe donne la torture pour etre fublime,

et qui lutte centre fon genie en faveur de fon fiijet. Je croirois volontiers

que Silius auroit mieux fait de prendre Ovide pour fon raodele que Virgile.

Dans

country of their ally Evander. There they would have pafTed the Tiber, and found

themfelves on the frontiers of the Rutuli. 4. This naval expedition affords matter of

furprife ; but that of the troops of Mantua is totally incredible. Five hundred vavriors

embarking on the Mincius, could not arrive in the Tufcan fea without making the cir-

cumnavigation of the whole Italian coaft. Virgil loved the place of his birth ; but he

might eafily have difcovered the means of bringing its ancient inhabitants to the afhft-

ance of Eneas, without offending againft probability and geography.

N° II.

24tli December 1763. Lausanne.

J.
PROCEED to fay a few words on the catalogue of SiliusJtalicus. i. It would ill

^ become me to fpeak of the general plan of a poem, of which I have read only a

detached paffage : yet this paiTage is fufficient to convince me that Pliny well knew his

contemporary, when he pronounced that Silius owed more to art than to nature.

This art is lefs apparent in the ftyle, which is eafy and flowing, than in the thoughts,

which are thofe of a man who is continually ftriving to be fublinie, and continually

ftruggling againft his own genius in favour of his fubjedl. I am perfuaded that Silius

would have judged better in taking Ovid thaa Virgil for liis modeL Wherever he does

iiot
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:Dans tous les endroits ou il ne fait pas violence a fon efprit, je vois une ima-

gination riche, ailee, et naturelie. Avec ce caradlere, je m'etonne qu'il ait

prefere-repopce ^ I'elegie. La plus part tk ceux <}ui ont echoue dans la

haute poefie, avoient relprit dur et I'imagination dereglee. Comme mal-

heureufcment ils avoient auffi peu de goiJt que de talent, il leur etoit facile

de prendre ces qualites pour la force, I'elevation et iin genie createur.

Ces dcfauts y avoient du moins quelques rapports. i. Virgile etoit libre

;

Silius ttoit efclave. L'un pouvoit choifir fur tous les peuples de I'ltalie,

ccux qui lui convenoient le mieux ; I'autre ne pouvoit en omettre aucun.

II fe voyoit dans la dure neceffite d'ecrire une geographic poetique de tout ce

pays, depuis le Detroit de Rhegium]u(c[\i'i.u'x. Alpes. Cette contrainte nc fe

fait que trop fentir dans fon ouvrage. 3. Silius a voulu fuivre fon grand

modele avec un refpeft trop fuperftitieux. L'ltalie ne renfermoit plus

dans fon fein, une multitude de nations differentes, dont les armes, les

moeurs, et jufqu'a la langue, repandoient fur le poeme une variete intereflante,

pendant que leurs chefs et leurs fondatcurs fournifToient au poete des ecarts

r agreables dans le pays des fidions. Toutes ces nations devenues Romaines

m connoifToient plus que les loix, les drapeaux et la difcipline de la repub-

lique, et ce grand corps prefentoit plus d'objets a la Ipeculation du philo-

fophe

not offer violence to his genius, his fancy is rich, eafy, and natural. With fuch a

charadler, it is furprifing that he did not prefer the elegiac to the epic. The greatcft

part of thofe who have failed in this laft fpecies of poetry are diftinguiflied by a feverity

of charaiSler, and a wild irregularity of fancy ; and, as they had as little tafte as talent,

they eafily miftook thofe qualities for ftrength, elevation, and originality of genius.

Faults were confounded with excellencies, to which they bore fome baftard refem-

blance. 2. Virgil was free, Silius in fetters. The former might choofe among all the

nations of Italy thofe who mofl fuited his defign : the latter could not omit any of thofe

nations without being guilty of a fault. He was under the hard neceffity of writing a

poetical geography of the whole country between the Strait of Rhegium and the Alps
;

and this conftraint is but too vifible in his performance. 3. Silius followed his model

with a refpefl bordering on fuperftition. Italy no longer contained in her bofom a mul-

titude of different nations, whofe arms, manners, and even languages, diffufed a pleafing

variety over the fubje£l:, while the ftory of their chiefs and founders invited the writer

to agreeable excurfions in the region of fancy. All thofe nations were become flridlly

Roman, and had exadlly conformed to the laws, enfigns, and difcipline of the republic
;

a vaft but uniform obje£t, vihich was better fitted for fuggefting refleftions to a philofo-

pher, than for animating the defcriptions of a poet. Silius, after feeking for charac-

teriftic
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ibphc qu'aux defcriptions du poete. Le notre, apres avoir cherchc des

traits charaderiftiques qui nc fubfiftoient, et qui ne convenoienc plus aux

nations qu'il dccrit, fe jette a tout inftant fur ceux des pays qu'ils habitoient.

Ses tableaux font vifs et varies, mais ils font aflez peu a leur place. La
nation qui vient fe meler aux combats, pent influer fur Tadtion du poeme.

Le pays qu'eile a laiffe, ne peut qu'etre etranger a I'epopee. 4. Silius auroit

du fe fouvenir qu'^quUina ne fubfiftoit point dans la feconde guerre Pu-

nique *, et que nous ne la connoilfons que depuis la colonic Latine que Ic

fcnat y pla^a centre Ics Gaulois, plus de trenre ans apres la bacaille de

Cannes f.

N° III.

Le 25 Decembre 1763, a LavsannrH

TTN chapitre a faire dans rHiftoire des grands Chemins de I'Empire, par

Bergier, c'etoit I'ufage que les Romains en faifoient. II a bien parledes

poftes qui n'etoient utiles qu'a un petit nombre dc perfonnes ; mais il reftoit

€ncore bien deschofes adire. Une recherche critique furlesjournees ordinaires

des voyageurs, auroit ete intereffante par les lumieres qu'eUe auroit rcpandu

fur

terlftic differences which no longer prevailed among the nations whom he defcribes, is

continually introducing thofe of the countries which they inhabited. His pidlures have

life and variety ; but they are not in their proper place. The charafter of the people

who were to fight was of importance in deciding the iflue of the battle ; the nature of

the countries which they left behind them was entirely foreign to the fubje£l. 4. Silius

ought to have remembered that Aquilina was not in exiftence during the fecond Punic

war * ; and that we knew nothing of this place till it became the feat of a Latin

colony, fent thither to check the incurfions of the Gauls, thirty years after the battle

of Cannae f

.

N' III.

15th December 1763. Lausanne.

* N ufeful chapter might be added to the Hiftory of the great Roads of the Roman
^* Empire, by Berger, explaining the ufes to which the Romans applied them. He
has indeed mentioned ports, which afforded conveniency to a fmall number of perfons

;

but has omitted many important particulars that ftill remain to be told. A critical

examination of the ordinary joumies of travellers would afford important information

• Silius, Ital. viii. 606. f Tit. Liv. xxxix. 55. Veil. Patercul. L. i. C. 15.

vet. H. T T concerning
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fur la vie privee des RomainSj et fouvent mcme fur la geographic et la

chronologie. Je fais que les difffrences d'age, de condition et de cir-

conftances, ne peuvent manquer d'y mettre de rincertitude ; mais les

moyens qui font les meme, reduiront ces difterences dans de certaines

limites.

Augufte voyageoitavec une lenteur fingulicre dans les environs de Romci
line promenade aTibur (20 milles Remains *), cu a Prenefte (25 milks f ),

etoit pour lui un voyage de deux jours, ou plutot de deux nuits |. Mais

la fituation d'Augufte etoit aufli finguliere que fon gout. Une fante lan-

guiffante depuis fa jeuneffe, robligeoit aux menagemens les plus excefllfs, eft

Ton peut foup^onner que Tinclination lui faifoit encore outrer les confeils de

la raifon. On voit par fon fidele biographe, que ce prince s'etoit bientot

raffafie de la debauche, qu'il meprifa toujours le luxe, mais qu'il confervoit

un grand penchant pour la moleffe. Ajoutons encore qu'il voyageoit en

litiere, porte par des efclaves, et qu'il marchoit avec beaucoup de lenteur pour

ne pas derober un inftant au travail. La douceur de la voiture lui permettoit

de lire, d'ecrire, et de vaquer aux affaires, comme dans fon cabinet §»

Un pareil exemple ne tire point a confequence,.

II

concerning the private life of the Romans, and even throw light on geography and

chronology. I am fenfible that the differences of age, condition, and circumftances,

muft render our general conclufions uncertain ; but as the means were univerfally the

fanae, thefe uncertainties will be reduced within certain limits.

Auguftus travelled with an extraordinary flownefs in the neighbourheod of Rome.

A journey to Tibur (20 Roman miles *), or to Prenefte (25 miles f), confumed two

days, or rather two nights %. But the fituation of Auguftus was as fingular as his

tafte. The weaknefs of his health from his youth upwards compelled him to the

ftrideft regimen ; and by his own temper he would be inclined to carry the diftates of

prudence to an extreme. It appears from his faithful biographer that this prince was

foon tired of debauchery ; and that he always defpifed luxury, though much addifted

to effeminacy. We may add to thefe circumftances, that he travelled in a litter

carried by flaves ; and proceeded with great flownefs, that his attention might,not

be withdrawn a moment from his ufual occupations. The gentle motion of his

carriage allowed him to read, write, and attend to the fame affairs which em-

ployed him iu his cabinet §. From fuch an example, no general confequence can be

deduced.

• Itineraria Antiq. Edit. Wefleling, p. 309. f Idem, p. 302. .

t Sueton. ia Auguft. Ixxviii. § Plin, Epift. iii. 5. Juvenal, Satir. iii. 239.

The
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II en eft de meme de ces courfes rapides et furprenantes dont les anciens

ftous ont conferve la memoire. Qiielle difference entre la marche d'Auguftc

et celie de fon fils Tibere, qui fit deux cens milks en vingt quatre heures,

quand ii alia fermer les yeux a fon frere Drufus * ; ou du Didateur Cefar,

qui couroit cent milles par jour avec des voitures de louage f ! Stacc nous

park d'une vitefle aufii extraordinaire, quand il dit qu'un voyageur pouvoit

partir de Rome le matin, et coucher a Baia ou Puteoli ; cette journee efl:

bien forte, puifqu'elle efl de 141 milks Remains J, ou de 127 milles

d'Angleterre.

Nil objlat cupidis ; nihil moralur

^i prima Tiberim reliquit ortu

Prima ve/pere naviget Lucrinum §.

Je fens que le poete veut faire I'eloge du beau chemin que Domitien avoic

fait conftruire de Sinueffe a Cumes, qui avoit affermi les fables de Litentum

et contenu les debordemens du Vulturnus. Les trente milles qu'il parcou-

roit, et qui confumoient un jour entier, etoient devenus I'affaire de deux

petites heures. Peut etre qu'il faut rabattre quelque chofe pour I'adulation

d'un poete qui vouloit faire fa cour. Cependant la poflibilitc du voyage devoit

ecre

The fame may be faid of thofe rapid and extraordinary journies of which the ancients

fometimes make mention. How wide is the difference between the mode of travelling

of Auguflus and that of his fon Tiberius, who accompHfhed a journey of two hundred
miles in twenty-four hours, when he haftened to clofe the eyes of his brotherDrufus *j

or that of Csefar the di£lator, who ported one hundred miles a-day with hired car-

riages f . Statius fpeaks of a rapidity as extraordinary, when he fays that a traveller

might fet out from Rome in the morning, and fleep at Baice or Puteoli ; an expeditious

journey indeed, fince the diftance is 141 Roman
:f,

or 127 Englifli miles.

mU objlai cupidis i nihil moratar

^ui prima Tiltrim reliquit ortu

Prima -jefpere /urjigct Lucrinum^.

I l^ow that the poet wifted- to celebrate the fine road wliich I^&mitian had made from
Sinuefla to Cnmse ; which had fixed the fands of Litemum, and reftrained t!ie inun-
dations of the Vulturnus. The thirty miles which he had pnfied, and which ufcd to
be the work of a day, now fearc.iy confumcd two hours. Perlmjjs we mull make
fome allowance for the flattery of a poet, %vho wifhed to pay his court. . Yet the

* PHn. Hid. Nat. vii. jo. | Sueton. in C.Tfar, Ivii.

{ Vetera Jcmer. p. 107, 108. 122. § Sut. Sy.Jvar. 14. Cann. iii.

T T poflibiliiy
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ctre reconnue. Ce n'eft pas fur des objets aufTi fimples, aufli publics et

auffi precis que Ton ofe mentir.

Je Contois jufqu'a quel point les chemins des Remains avoient facilitc les

voyages, quand je me rappelle la marche du courier qui apporta a Rome, la

premiere nouvelle de la defaitt de Perfee. Le jour de la bataille eft fixe par

une eclipfe de Lune, qui arriva le jo\ir prccedant le troifieme des Nones dc

Septembre, c'eft a dire, le 21 de Juin de I'annee Julienne Prolepcique ^.

Ce courier arriva dans le Cirque, le fecond jour des jeux Romains, et le

treizieme jour apres la defaice t- Ces deux caracleres montrent que- pour

avoir ks treize jours, il faut compter I'unet I'autre, puifqu'ils nous indiquent

le feizieme des calendes d'Odobre J, le 4 Juillet. On peut done leur

donner douze jours complets. La navigation de Dyrrachium a Brundufium

pouvoit lui en emporter deux, puifqu'elle etoit de 1306 (lades, ou 22-5

milles§; et que Ptolemee compte la navigation ordina ire d'un vailTeau i

1000 ftades par jour |1. II refte a diftribuer dix jours fur la route de Pe'Ja

a Dyrrachium, qui etoit de 253 milles ^, et furcelle de Brundufium a Rome,,

qui etoit de 368 milles **. Ce total de 621 milles, ne lui donne gueres que

foixante

poflibility of the journey mufl. be admitted, Cnce falfehocds are not to be rlfked In mat-

ters fo fimple, public, and precife.

We may perceive how much the Roman roads mufl have facilitated travelling,

when we call to mind the journey of the courier, who brought to Rome the firfl; nev/s

of the defeat of Perfeus. The date of the battle is precifely fixed by an eclipfe of the

moon, which happened tlie day preceding the nones of September, that is, the 2 id of

June of the Julian year *. The courier arrived in the Circus the fecond day of the

Roman games, and the thirteenth after the defeat f. Thefe two circumftances Ihew,

that to get the thirteen days we mufl; reckon both the day of his departure and that of

his arrival, which will bring us to the i6th of the caknds of OifVober J, the 4th of

July. We may therefore reckon twelve complete days ; two of which might be era-

ployed in failing from Dyrrhachium to Brundufium, fincc the difl:ance is 1300 ftadia

or 225 miles § ; and Ptolemy eftimates an ordinary (hip's way at loco fladia gach

day ||. The ten remaining days were confumed in the journey from Pella to Dyrrha-

chium, 253 miles f; and in that from Brundufium to Rome, 368 miles**; in all,

• Ifac. SuUiad. Epift. ad Calcem. Tom. iii. Tit. Liv. ex Edit. Gronov.

f-
Tit. Liv.xliv. 37. xlv. 1. j Rofin. Antiq. L. iv. C 13:

§ Itineraria, p. 317. et Not. Weffeling. Plin. Hill. Nat. iii. 2.

ft
Ptolemaei Geog. C. ix. ^ Itineraria, p. 319.

•» Itineraria Ant. p. 307. iii. ny.

13 621;
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foixante milles par jour. C'etoit ncanmoins im feul courier qui apportoit

d^ns la plus belle faifon de I'annee, la nouvelle d'une grande vldtoire. AufTi

devanca-t-il de plufieurs jours les deputes dii conful, qui faifoient eux memes

route la diligence pofiible. Mais la vcye Egnatier)ne n'etoij pas encore faite:

la voye Appienne ne s'ctendoit que jufqu'a-Catx)ue, et les Grecs ne fe font

jamais occupcs de la conftruction des grands chemins *.

Parmi- les voyages plus ordinaires des Remains, qui n'alloient ni en cou-

rier, ni en malade, j'en trouve deux que nous connoiflbns avec quelque de-

tail : le voyage d'Horace a Brunditfiam par Canufium, ec celui de Ciceron au

meme endroit, par le rout« de Venufia et Tarentum. L'un ed'autre m'arrii-

terons quelques inftans. Commencons par le Journal d'Horace.

I. Horace ne penfoit point a nous inftruire, mais a. nous amufer^ il

rnarque aflez confusement fes journees, et onksdevine plutot qu'on ne les

connoit. II s'attache aux lieux qu'il a trouves en chemin^ a proportion des

objets qu'il y a vus, plutot que du terns qu'il s'y eft arrete. Les commenta-

teurs veulent qu'Horace ait ete quinze, ou dix fept jours en chemin f -, mais

le principe fur lequel ils fe fondent, qu'Horace a couche dans tous les endroits

dont il fait mentionj me paroit des plus foibles. II eft bien plus naturcl de

ne

621 J which gives no more than Csty miles a-Jay. We are to remember that thfs

journey was performed by one courier, in the fineft feafon of the year, and bringing

the news of a great vidlory. He therefore anticipated, by {everal days, the deputies of

the conful, although they likewife travelled with the greateft expedition. The Egna-

tian road was not yet made ; the Appian extended no further than to Capua ; and the

Greeks never applied themfelves to the making of highways*.

Among the ordinary journies of the Romans, who travelled- neither like invalids nor

couriers, there are two which we know with fome degree of accuracy : the journey of

Horace to Brundufium, by tlie way of Canufium ; and tliat of Cicero to the fame place;,

by the way of Venufia and Tarentum : I (hall fpeak of both, beginning with tliat cif

Horace.

1. Horace's aim was not to inform, buttoamufe us : his day's jourrues are defcribed

confufedly, and we .rather guefs at, than afcertain them. He dwells on the places in

his route, in proportion to the objefts which they prefented to his fancy, rather than

to the time during which he remained in them. Commentators would perfuade us

that Horace was fifteen or feventeen days 'on the roadf ; but the foundation of this

opinion, namely, that the poet flept at all the places of which he makes mention, appears

• Strabon. Geog. v, p. 162. t Horat. L. i. Sat, 5. v. 134. Edit, ad ufum Delphini.

to



235 RECtTEIL de met OBSERVATIONS,

ne faire attention qu'aux circonftances charafteriftiques de foir, de matin,

dc repas, Sec. qui fe trouvent difperfees dans la fatire. Voici le journal que

j'en voudrois tirer. Premier jour, Horace partit de Rome avec le rheteur

Heliodore, pour aller coucher a Aricie, Jeize milks ;

Egrejfion magna me accefit Arlcia Roma,

Hofpitio modico *.

Deuxieme jour, il arriva a Forum Jfpii, a I'entree de la nuitj vingt fept milks.

——^—— Jam nox inducere terris

Umbras y et ccelo diffundere Jigna parahat,

II voyageoit fur le canal pendant la nuit, et prit terre vers la quatrieme

heure (dix heures du madn du troifieme jour). Apres avoir pris un repas

leger a Feronia, il marcha trois milks pour gagner Terracine, qui etoit si

dix huit milles de Forum Appi. Je ne voit point qu'il fe foit arrete a Ter-

racine, ni a Fundi. Aufli etoit-il bien fatigue lorfqu'il arriva a Formia, qui

etoit a trcnte deux milles de Feronia.

In Mamurrarum lajfi deinde urhe manemus,

Murend pr^ebente domiim, Capitone culinam.

* Pour tout le voyage, la cinquieme Satyre du premier livre d'Horace.

Lc

to me to be an esceedingly weak one. Our conje£lures will be more natural, if v^e

attend to the charadleriilic circumftances of the evening, morning, the hour of rqpaft,

&c. circumftances which are fcattered through the fatire. The following is the journal,

with which this confideration will furnifh us. The firfl day Horace left Rome, with the

rlietorician Heliodorus, to take up his night's abode at Aricia, fixteen miles diftant.

Egrejpim magna me accepit Arlcia Romd^

Hofpitio modico \.

The fecond day he arrived at die Forum Appii, towards the evening ; twenty-fevcn miles.

yam nox inducere terris

UmhraT, et cxlo diffundere Jtgiw parabat.

He failed along the canal in the night, and landed at the fourth hour (ten o'clock A.M.

of the third day). After a light breakfaft at Feronia, he travelled three miles towards

Terracina, which is eighteen miles diftant from the Forum Appii. I do not perceive

that he halted either at Terracina or at Fundi ; fo that he was much fatigued when he

arrived at Formiae, which is thirty-two miles from Feronia.

Ill Mnuiurrarum Lijft deinde urbe mnnemtis,

Muixiid pritbciite doiiiumf Capitone culinam,

\ The whole journey is defcribed in the fifth Satire of the firll bock of H^tnce.

The
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Le quatricme jour, Mecene et fa fuite arriverent de bonne heure a Sinuefle,

cloignee de Formic ; dix huit milks.

Pojiera lux oritur multo gratijjtma : nnmque

Plotius el Varius SinueJfiS Virgiliufque

Occurruni.

Les commentateurs ont fenti eux memes que nos voyageurs ne firent que •

manger un morceau a Sinuefle^ et qu'ils pouflerent jufqu'au pont de la

Campanie, Pons Campanius, fur le Savo, a huit milles de Sinuefle, et a feize

de Capoue *.

Proxima Campano ponti qu<e villttla, teSum

Prtebuit j et parochi qua debent lignajalemque.

Le cinquieme jour, leurs mulcts les mcnerent a Capoue de tres bonne heure,

Hinc muli Capu^e ditellas tempore ponunt.

Je vois que les poetes fe coucherent, et que Mecene alia jouer a la paume,

ce qui annonce I'heure des exercices, qui finiflbient avant deux heures apres

midi ; mais Horace ne parle, ni du bain, ni du fouper qui les fuivoient a

I'ordinaire. Je penfe qu'au lieu de fe mettre a table, ils remonterent en

voiture, et firent encore vingt un milles pour aller fouper et coucher chez

Cocceius,

The fourth day, Mecenas and his fuite arrive early at Sinuefla, eighteen miles from

•formise.

PoJlera lux oritur multo gratifflma : namque

Plotius et Varius Sinuejfa Virgitiiifqiie

Occurruni.

The commentators have therafelves obferved that our travellers only dined at Sinuefla,

and then proceeded to the bridge of Campania, Pons Campanius, on the Savo, eighteen

miles from Sinuefla, and fixteen from Capua *.

Proxima Catnpano ponti qua villula teflum

Prabuit ; et parochi qua debent ligna Jalemqne.

The fifth day, the mules brought them early to Capua.

Hinc muli Capua cliicllas tempore ponunt.

The poets went to fleep, while Mecenas diverted himfelf at tennis; which fliews that

it was the time for exercife, which ended before two o'clock P. M. Horace fays no-

thing of the bath and fupper which commonly followed. I conclude, therefore, that

inllead of fitting down to table, they again entered into their carriage, and proceeded

» Cluvier. Ital. Anti<i. L. iv. C. v. p. 1077. Itiner. Hierofolytanura. Edit. Weflel. p. 611.

4 twenty-
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Poccelus, I'un de la compagnie, qui avoit vine mailbn fur les hauteurs au

deffiis de Caudium.

Hinc nos Cocceii ncipit plemjjima villa,

^icejuper eft Caudi cauponas.***********
Prorfusjucunde cocnam produximus illara.

Le fixieme jour, Us ne firenc qu'une tres petite journee du chateau de Cocceim

h Be)ieventum : elk n'etoit que de onze milks. On peut foup^onner que

la gaiete et la bonne chcre les fit veiller un peu tard chez Cocceius, et qu'il

ne les laifia partir qu'apres le diner du lendemain ; C'eft pourquoi je ne

comprerai ici qu'une demi-journee. Nous avons done 164 milles Remains

a repartir fur cinq jours et demij ce qui donne environ 30 milles Romains

ou 27 milles d'Angleterre, par jour. Mais je crois qu'il ne faudroit compter

que quatre jours et demi. Horace voyagea avcc la parefTe d'un homme de

lettres, jufqu'a la rencontre des ambafiadeurs a Terracine. II mit deux jours

pour aller de Rome a Forum Appt, mais il avoue en meme terns, que des

voyageurs plus aftifs n'en auroient fait qu'une feule journee.

Hoc iter tgnavi diviftmus, altius ac nos

Prxciuofis iitmm. Minus eft gravis Appia tardis.

Les

twenty-one miles, to fup and fleep at the houfe of Cocceius, one of the company-

which was fituate on the Jieights of Caudium.

Hinc nos Cocceii recipit pknijftina villa,

^la fuper eft Caudi cauponas.

Prorftts jucunde cmnam produximus illam.

The fixth day, they performed only a very fliort journey from the caflle of Cocceius to

Beneventum : it was no more than eight miles. It is probable that the gaiety and good

cheer of the houfe of Cocceius made them fit up late, and that he did not allow them

to depart next day till after dinner ; for which reafon I (hall reckon this but half a day's

journey. In the whole, therefore, we have 164 Roman miles to divide by five days

and a half, which gives 30 Roman, or 27 Englifti miles, a-day. But I am of opinion

that we ought to divide by four days and an half. Horace travelled with the lazinefs

of a man of letters, until he met the ambafladors at Terracina. He employed two days

between Rome and the Forum Appii ; but he confeffes that more expeditious travellers

would have performed that journey in one day.

Hoe iter igttavi divjftmus, altius ac nos

PracinSlis unum. Minus eft gravis Appia tardis.

The
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Les ambanadciirs voyagerent avec beaucoup plus d'embarras, mais en meme

terns avec plus d'aifances et de diligence. Mais il faudroit etre mieux in-

ftruits que nous ne le fommes de leur negociation, pour determiner s'ils

avoient euvie d'arriver au plutot a Brundufium. Quelquefois un negociateur

veut gagner du terns ; il lui convient quelquefois d'en perdre. Ces quatre

jours et demi auxquels j'ai reduit le voyage d'Horace de Rome a Beneventum,

donneront par jour 2^\: milles Remains, ou pres de 33 milles d'Angleterre.

Jufqu'a 5fWWK/*iw nous voyageons en pays de connoifTance : mais en

fortant de cetce ville, Horace va fc perdre dans les montagnes de I'Apulie,

pour ne reparoitre qu'a Camifium. Tout efl; obfcur dans cctte partie de Hi

route, et fi nous avons quelques lueurs, elles font fi propres a nous tromper,

qu'ellcs ont fait foupconner au Pere Sanadon qu'Horace s'etoit egare dans

les montagnes de ion pays *. Mais pourquoi veut on que la Villa Trivici

foit TrivJcum -, et qu'Equoiuiium foit le nom cju'on ne pouvoit pas exprimer

en vers ? La geographic de ces lieux s'y oppofe. Pourquoi s'obftine-t-on

a vouloir determiner une maifon de campagne et une bourgade (oppidulum)t

fituees dans le Canton de I'ltalie le plus defert et le moins connu. Content-

ons nous de la connoifliince generale que ces deux endroits, ignores

d'ailieurs.

329

The ambafiaJovs were embarraflcd with a more numerous fuite, but they travelled

'with more conveniencies and greater expedition. Yet we ought to be better informed

than we are of the object of their negotiation, to determine whether they were bent on

reaching Brundufium with all poflible hade. An ambaffador wiflies to accelerate or

retard his journey as the bufinefs of his miffion may require. Thefe four days and an

half to which 1 would reduce the journey of Horace from Rome to Beneventum will

give 36^^ Roman, near 33 Englifh miles, for the progrefs of each day.

While we travel to Beneventum, we traverfc a well-known country. But, after

quitting this city, Horace is loft among the mountains of Apulia, until he re-appear

at Canufium. We meet with little but obfcurity in this part of his route ; and the

glimmerings of light are fo well fitted to deceive us, that Father Sanadon fufpects

Horace of having lolt his way among his native mountains *. Yet why fliould wc
fuppofe that the villa Trivici muft mean Trivicum, or that Equotutium muft be the

name of the place that rannot be introduced into an he\:imeter verfe ? Thefe conjec-

tures are inconliftent with geography. Why fiiould wc pcrliil in fixing with accuracy

the fituation of a country-houfe, and of a village (oppldujumj, belonging to the moft
dcfcrt and Icaft known diftrid of all Italy ? Let us be contented with knowing 'that

vol.. ir.

• Horace de Sanadon, torn. v. p. 13S.

thefe
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d'allleurs, etoient fur le grand chemin de Beneventum a Canuftum, et il R*y »

plus de difEculte. Mais cetce ccnnoiflance generale ne nous pen .et plus de

compter les journees d'tlorace comme auparavanc. Cependant notre poete,

tout obfcur qu'il eft fur les lieux, eft encore alFez exa£t fur le terns. ContU

nuons fon journal, qu'on peut enfuite comparer avec la diftance connue de

Beneventum a Brundujmv.i. Le feptieme jour il partit de Bensventumy grimpa

avec peine les montagnes qui feparent le pays des Hirpini de I'Apulie, et fc

repofa dans le chateau de 'Trivicus.

Nunquam erepfemus ; nift nos vicbta 'Trivici

Villa recepijfet, lacryniofo non fine futno.

Le huitieme jour ils firent une traite de vingt quatre milks, et coucherent dans

un petit endrolt, dont le nom barocjue ne fe pliat point a la mefure des vers.

Manfuri oppidulo quod verfu dicere non efi.

.

Le neuvieme jour je les retrouve a Canuftum; mais je penfe qu'ils pouflerent

jufqu'a Ruhi. lis y arriverent du moins tres fatigues d'avoir fVit une grande

journee. Auroient ils donne ce nom a une traite de vingt trois milles.

Inde Rubos fejji pef-venimus, ut^ote longiim

Carpentes iter.——'
Le

thefe two undifcovered places flood on the high road from Beneventum to Canufium .

and all difficulties will be removed. Yet this general knowledge will not allow us to

afcertain the days' journies as above. Our poet, however, though he fpeak in obfcure

terms of the places, is exaft with refpeiSl to time. We may continue, therefore, his

journal, and then compare it with the well-known diftance between Beneventum and

Brundufium. The feventh day, he left Beneventum, clambered with difficulty over

the mountains which feparate the territory of the Hirpini from Apulia, and relied in

the caftle of Trivicus.

^os
Nunquam erepfemus ; tiift nos vicina Trivici

Villa recepiffet, lacrymofo non Jtne fumo.

The eighth, our travellers proceeded twenty-four miles, and flept at a fmall village,

whofe grotefque name could not enter into a verfe.

Manfuri oppidulo quod verfi diccre non ejl.

The ninth day, I find them at Canufium, but I imagine they proceeded to Rubi ; at

leaft they^rrived there much fatigued with a long journey. This appellation could

not have been given to twenty- three miles.

InM Rubos fejfi pervenimus, utpole long urn

Carpentes iter, •• ™,
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Le dixieme jour ils ont du aller a Bart ; Tonzleme a. Gnat'ia-, et le douziemc

enfin a Brunduftum. Je conviens que ces trois derniers jours font ma] ex-

primts J mais il eft clair qu'il n'y en avoic pas davantage j et a moins de faire

faire fans raifon a nos voyageurs, foixante milles dans un jour, il n'y a pas moyen

d'en rien rabatcre. De Beueventiim a Bninduftiim nous avons 205 milles.

C'eft a rallbn de 34 milles Romains (pres de 31 milles d'Angleterre) par

jour. lis voyagerent plus vite les premiers jours j mais ils ne trouvoient

point alors les. montagnes de I'Apulie, et des chemins difficiles en eux

memes, et gates par la mauvaife faifon. Ces plaintes reiterees me feroient

foupconner que la voye Appienne ne s'etendoit encore que jufqu'a Capoue,

et que ce ne fut point Jules Cefar qui la pouffa jufqu'a Brunduftum *. Ces

chauffees elevees, formees de trois couches de matcriaux, et pavees de

cailloux, ont brave I'effort des terns. Yingt ans apres leurs conftruftion

auroient elks cede a un peu de pluie !

Si j'avois des yeux de commentateur, je dirois que cette fatyre eft excel-

iente, et je I'appellerois, avec le Pere Sanadon, un modele acheve de narra-

tion f. II eft vrai que je vois avec plaifir les deux traits du fot orgueil du

prcteur de Fundi, et de la fuperftition plus fotte encore du peuple de Gnatia ;

mais

The tenth day, they proceeded to Bari ; the eleventh, to Gnatia ; and the twelfth at

length brought them to Brundufium. It is true that thefe three lad days are not accu-

rately diftinguiflied ; but it is certain there were no more : and without obliging our

travellers to make one day's journey of fixty miles, it is impoffible to reduce their num-
ber. From Beneventum to Brundufium we have 205 miles ; which gives the rate of

34 Roman, nearly 3 i Englifli, each day. They travelled falter the firfl: days, not being

then retarded by the Apulian mountains, and by roads, bad in themfelves, and then
rendered worfe by the rain. Their repeated complaints on this fubjecl give reafon for

fufpefting that the Appian way then reached only to Capua, and that it was not Julius

Csefar that carried it to Brundufium *. Raifed caufeways, formed of three layers of
materials, and paved with flint ftones, have refifted the impreffions of time. Is it

credible, that in twenty years after they were made, they (liould have been fpoiled by a .

(hower of rain ?

With the eyes of a commentator, I (hould fee nothing but excellence in this fiitire,

and call it, with Father Sanadon, a model of the narrative ftyle f . It is true that I

obferve in it with pleafure two well-applied ftrokes of fatire j one agalnft the ftupid

pride of the pretor of Fundi, aijd another agalnft the more ftupid fuperftition of the

"

4

• Berg. Grands Chemins, L. ii. C. xxvl. p. 226.

t Horace dc Sanadon, torn. v. p. 119. Paris, 1756.
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mais je ne crains pas de dire que le voyage prefqiie inconnu de Rutilius me

paroit tres fuperieur a celui d' Horace pour les delcriptions, la poefie, et

furtout, pour le choix des objets. Les propos d'un batelier, et les injures que

fe difent deux bouffons, lont au moins du plus bas comique. lis pouvoient:

rejouir des voyageurs en humeur de s'*mufer de tout; mais comment un

homme de gout pouvoit il s'en fouvenir le lendemain ? lis valent cependant

encore micux que les infirmites du pocte, qui reviennent plus d'une fois,

les emplatres qu'il fe mettoic aux yeux, et le fale accident qui lur arriva

pendant la nuir. Si tout ce qui regarde les grands hommes peut interefler,

c'eft de leur efprir, et non pas de leurs corps, qu'il faut entendre cette max-

ime. Quels objets pour Horace, pendant que la face du pays et les mceurs

des habitans, lui offroient une riche moifibn, et d'inftruftion, et de plaifanterie !

Peut etre que ce voyage d'Horace a la fuite de Mecene, avoit fait caufer fes

envieux *, et qu'il fit cette piece pour les convaincre que fes idees et fes

occupations en route, n'avoient rien eu de ferieux, ni de politique.

2. Ce fut I'an de Rome 702 qu'un decret du fenat chargea Ciceron du

gouvernement de la Cilicie. II falUit obeir ; il quitta la ville, le theatre de

fa gloire, pour aller cueillir des lauriers fur le Mont Amanus. Atticus ec

tous

people of Gnntia : but I would not hefitate to pronounce that the ahnofl unknown

journey of Rutilius is fuperior to that of Horace in point of defcription, poetry, and

efpecially in the choice of incidents. The grofs language of a boatman, and the

ribaldry of two buffoons, furely belong only to the loweft fpecies of comedy. They

might divert travellers in a humour to be pleafed with every thing ; but how could a

man of tafte refle£l on them the day after ? They are lefs offenfive, however, than the

infirmities of the poet, v/hich occur more than once ; the plafters which he applies to

his eyes, and the nafty accident which befel him in the night. The maxim, that

every thing in great men is interelling, applies only to their minds, and ought not to

be extended to their bodies. What unworthy objedts for the attention of Horace,

when the face of the country and the manners of its inhabitants in vain offered to him

a field of inftruftion and pleafure ! Perhaps this journey, which our poet made in

company with Mecenas, creating much envy againft him *, he wrote this piece to

convince his enemies, that his thoughts and occupations on the road were far from

being of a ferious or political nature.

2. In the year of Rome 702, a decree of the fenate entrufted Cicero with the govern-

ment of Cilicia. In compliance with the decree, he quitted a city the theatre of his

glory, and went to gather laurels on Mount Amanus. Atticus and his Other friends

• V. Horat. Serm. ii. 6. v, 20—60.

were
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tous fes amis etoient charges de veiller a fcs intcrets, et d'abreger autant

qu'ils pourroient, le terme de Ton exil. II eut de la peine a s'arracher des

environs delicieux de la capitale. II fe promena de maifon en maifon, avant que

de fe metcre rerieulement en route. II parcic de Rome le premier de Mai *

;

k dix du meme mois, je le retrouve a fon chateau de Pompeii. Voici le

partage le plus naturel qu'on pourroit faire de ces neuf jours, i Mai, Ci-

ceron n'alla que jufqu'a la maifon qu'il avoit aupres de 'Tttfctdum. II parle

de la conference qu'il y eut avec Atticus, qui I'accompagna peut etre jufqu'a,

cet endroit charmant. II s'y lera afllirement repofe ce foir-la. 2 Mai, de

T'lifculum ?i ylrpiiiiim, il y a environ 6j milks. Lajournee feroit crop forte

pour un hqmme qui n'alloic pas en courier. J'aime mieux la couper en

deux, et fuppofer que Ciceron s'arreta a Terentinum. 3 Mai : en ce cas-la

il n'avoit plus qu'une vingtaine de milks jufqu'a fon chateau d'Jrpinu-in.

Le piailir de revoir fes concitoyens, et de recevoir ks complimens d'un

peuple qui regardoit fa gloire comme la fienne propre, devoir I'occuper le

refte du jour. 4 Mai : ce jour, moins agreabk que k precedent, efb

marque trcs diftindement. II dina au chateau de fon frere Quintus a Jrca-

* Pour le detail de ce voyage il faut confulter les epitres a Atcicus, L. v. i, 2, 3, 4, 5,

6. 7. 8, 9, et 10. L'Hiftoirede Ciceron, et par Fabricus, et par M. Middleton, a I'an Az

Rome 70Z.

numy

were requefted to attend to his interefts, and to fliorten as much as polTible the term

of his banifliment. It was with ditBculty that he could tear himfelf from the delight-

ful neighbourhood of the capital. He travelled from one villa to another, before he

could ferioufly fet out on his journey. He left Rome the firft of May f ; the tenth of

the fame month, I find him at his villa near Pompeii. The following is the mod natural

divifion of thefe nine days. The id : Cicero went no further than to his houfe near

Tufculum. He mentions the converfation he had there with Atticus, who probably

accompanied him to that charming villa ; where he would certainly lleep that night.

The 2d May : Tufculum is fixty-three miles from Arpinum. This would have been too

great a journey for a man who did not travel with the fpced of a courier. I therefore

divide it into two, and fuppofe that Cicero ftopt fliort at Terentinum. 3d May : in 1

that cafe he had but twenty miles to travel to his villa at Arpinum. The pleafure of

feeing his fellow- citizens, and receiving the compliments of a people who confidered

his glory as their own, would detain him there the remainder of that day. The
4th May : this day, which was lefs agreeable than the preceding, is marked very dif- .

f For the detail of this voyage it Is proper to perufe the epilHes to Atticus, L. v. 1, 2. 3,

4> 5. 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10. The Hiilory of Cicero, by Fabricus, and by Middleton, the

year of Rome 702.

tinftly.
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,mm, peu eloigne d'Jrpinum. 11 y vie une fcene domeftique, ou la mauvaifc

humeur de la femme de Quintus troubla les plaifirs d'une fete, et lafla la

patience de fon mari et de fon beau-freie, Ciceron coucha ce foir a Aqui-

iiunt, a 15 miiles feulcraent d'y2'/-/'i««»/. 5 et 6 Mai: d'Aquinum a Cuniie il

y a 65 milks *. La traite feroit un peu longiie. D'ailleurs pour pafTcr

d'Aquimm fur la voye Latine a Minturna: fur la voye Appienne, il falloit

prendre un chemin de traverfe. Encore ne fuivoit on la grande route que'

pendant neufmilles. II falloit la quitter de nouveau a Sinuefle pour s'en-

foncer dans les marais du Vulturnus, et dans les fables de Liturmim. Je penfe

que Ciceron aura couche a I'un de ces endroits pour rie fe rendre que le

lendemain a fa maifon aupres de Cumes. Li 7 Mai, Ciceron a du le pafler

tout entier a Cumes, pour y recevoir les vifues du voifinage. Je fais que

toute la Baye de Naples ^toit ornee de maifons de plaifance qui fe touchoient

;

mais il falloit bien un jour pour raflembler une petite Rome dans celle de Ci-

ceron. Le % Mai, il alia a fon chateau de Pompeii. 11 y avoit 39 milles par

terre parPuteoli, Naples, et Herculaneum. Mail il pouvoit I'abreger de

beaucoup en traverfant la Baye. Cependant on peut toujours lui donner une

• Toutes les dillances dontil n'efl: pas fait mention dans les Itineraires, je les ai mefurees

fur la carte de M. Delifle.

journee

tin£lly. Cicero dined at the villa of his brother Quhitus at Arcanum, not far from

Arpitium ; and witnefled a domeftic fcene, in which the bad humour of Quintus's

wife diilurbed the pleafure of the entertainment, and tired the patience of her hufband

and brother-in-law. Cicero llcpt that night at Aquinum, only fifteen miles from Arpi-

num. The 5th and 6th of May: from Aquinum to Cums the diftance is fixty-five miles f.

The journey would have been rather too long. Befides, in pafling from Aquinum,
which is on the Latin way, to Minturnas, which is on the Appian, it was neceffiry to

crofs the country ; fmce the highway extended in that direftion only nine miles. It

was neceffary to quit it again at Sinuella, to wade through the marfhes of Vulturnus

and the fands of Liturnum. I imagine that Cicero flept at one of thefe places, and

proceeded next day to his houfe at CumK. The 7th of May muft have been fpent

entirely at Cumse. I know that the whole bay of Naples was adorned by country-

houfes contiguous to each other -, but it muft have required at lead one day to afTemble

a little Rome in the houfe of Cicero. The 8th of May, he went to his villa at Pompeii.

The diitance was thirty-nine miles by land, through Puteoli, Naples, and Herculaneum.
s

t All the diftanccs not noticed in the Itineraries, I have mcafured on the chart of M.
Delille.

He
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journee pour cette promenade. Le 9 Mai, il le paffa furement a Pompeii.

II lui falloit quelque motif, ou de plaifir, ou d'affaires, pour I'engager a

s'ecarterautant de fa route.

On reconnoit dans cette promenade un grand feigneur qui voyage dans

le.s environs d'une capitale, qui fait de grandes journees fans fe preffer, et

qui jouit partout de fes aifances. Parmi les anciens, ces commodites n'etoicnt

que pour les grands, parcequ'il falloit fe Ics procurer par foi meme, fup-

plcer aux poftes par des relais, et aux bonnes au'oerges par fes propres mai-

fons. Aujourd'hui que Tinterec a etabli pour le public routes ces commodites,

chacun peut fe les approprier, defqu'il en a befoin. Le 10 Alai, Ciceron

partit de Pompeii pour aller coucher dans une maifon de campagne, qu'un

de fes amis avoit auprcs de Trebula j 30 milles. II commen^oit a fe mettre

ferieufement en route, et comme il le dit lui meme a Atticus, il ne veut

plus faire que des bonnes journees, jujia i£!>iera, Le li Alai, il arriva a

Bejieventum j 30 milles. Le 12 Mai, il me paroit qu'il s'y arreta. II parle

d'une lettre qu'il y re^ut de tres bonne heure, et d'une autre quine lui parvint

que plus tard. Le i^ Mai, il partit de Venufia pour grimper le Mont

Vultur, pour defcendre dans la pleine de le Lucanie, et pour arriver a

Tarentumle 18 Mai. Cette ville eft eloignee de Beneventum de 155 milles.

II paffa trois jours avec le grand Pompee, occupe a affermir les bons prin-

cipes

He might have much fiiortened it by crofliiig the bay: yet one day muft be allowed for

this journey. The pth day was fuiely fpent at Pompeii. Sume motive of bufinefs or

pleafure muft have carried Cicero fo far out of his road.

In this journey, we fee a great man travelling in xhc neighbourhood of the capital,

making great journies without being in hafte, and every where enjoying his conveni-

encies. Among the ancients, thefe conveniencies could only be enjoyed by the great;

becaufe it was neceflary to procure them for one's felf, to fupply the want of ports bv

relays, and the want of good inns by private houfes. In modern times, the intereft cf

'

individuals fupplies to the public all thefe conveniencies, which each man may purchafe

v/henever he ftands in need of them. On the loth of May, Cicero left Pompeii ; and went

to fleep in a country-houfe which one of his friends had at Trebula ; thirty miles. He
began to travel ferioufly ; and v/rites to Atticus that he purpofed in future to make

good journies, y///?fl"'//«wr(j. The nth of May brought him to Beneventum, tiiirty miles.

The 1 2th of May, he feems to have flopped there, fince hefpeaks of a letter received

early, and one which came later. The 15th of May, he left Venufia to climb IMount

Vultur, and thence defcend into the plain of Lucania. He arrived at Tarentum on the

18th of May : this place is 1 55 miles from Beneventum. He fpent three days with the

great
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cipes dans le coeur d'un ckoyen qui tenoit encore, ou du moins qui croyolt

tenir la balance de la republique. Le 11 Mai, Ciceron alia a Brandiiftim,

qui etoit a 43 milles de Tarentttm *. Les vents contraires et fes affaires le

retinrent plufieurs jours dans ce port. Ce ne fut que le 15 Juin qu'ayant

mis a la voile il arriva a ASiium. II fe remit de nouveau en chemin -, tra-

verfa \Acheloiis et VEveniis; et ayant pafle par les villes de Delphi, Thejpx,

Megara, et Eleujis, il fe trouva a Athenes le 25 Juin, apres un voyage de

205 ?»z7/^j depuis AcStium J. Je ne le poufTerai pas plus loin (ce voyage de

Ciceron). Je remarquerai feulement que depuis P(?;;//>(?7V juiqu'a Athenes il

fit 463 MILLES RoMAiNS (environ4i7 milles d'Angleterre) dans dix neuf

jours de marche. C'efraraifon Je 24-f milles Romains par jour.

Je m'etonnc un peu de la lenteur de ce voyage de Ciceron, dont les jour-

nees ne furpalToient gucres la marche qu'un fantafin Romain, charge de fes

armes et de tant d'autres fardeaux, pouvoit faire dans cinq licures d'ete (en-

viron fix heures equinodiales). Ma furprife n'eft diminuee que par les re-

flexions fuivantes. i. Ciceron s'expatrioit fans favoir le terme precis de fon

exil, Combien de prcparatifs de toutes efpcces ctoient neceflaires pour

* Itinerar. p. 119. Plinc Hift. Nat, ill. 16. necompte que 3; milles.

un

great Pompey, employed in fortifying the good principles of a man who yet held, or

believed that he held, the balance of the republic. On the 2 2d of May, Cicero proceeded

to Bruudufium, forty-three miles from Tarentum f . Contrary winds and bufinefs de-

tained him feveral days in that harbour. He at length failed the 15 th of June, and

arrived at A6lium. He again fct out, crofled the Achelous and the Evenus, pafled

through the cities of Delphi, Thefpire, Megara, and Eleufis, and arrived at Athens

on {he 25th of June, after travelling 205 miles from A£lium J. I fhall not dwell longer

on this journey of Cicero ; but only remark, that from Pompeii to Athens he travelled

/)63 Roman, about 417 Englifh miles, in nineteen days: which gives 24^- Roman
miles for each day's journey.

This flownefs is furprifing, Cnce Cicero did not travel in a day farther than a Ro-

man foldier, loaded with his arms and fo many other burdens, advanced in five hours of

fummer (about fix equinoftial hours). My furprife Is however diminifhedby the following

confiderations. Cicero left his country without knowing precifely how long his ahfence

from it was to continue. A multitude of preparations were ncceffury for a governor,

f Itinerar. p. 119. Pliny fays 35 miles. Nat. Hift. iii. 1^'.

j Itinerar. p. 325—326.

2 who
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wi gouverncur qui alloit ecablir unc grande maifon dans une province eloignec

c-t barbare. Ciccron dcpendoit d'un nombre de chofes qui fe rafTembloienc

pour lui a Be)ieventum, a Tarenturn., a Brundufium, et dont le retard influoit

necefTairement fur le voyage. Je ne fais fi je me trompe, mais je crcis

voir dans toutes les lettres de notre orateur, qu'il n'avoit pas un "cnie merveil-

leux pour fes arrangemens economiques. 2. La maifon d'un proconful

ctoit trop nombreufe pour lui permettre de precipiter fa niarche. Un
quefteur, quatre lieutenans, douze tribuns accompagnoient Ciccron, pour

remplir leurs fonftions refpeftives dans fon gouvernement. Une foule de

jeunes Romains de condition, le fuivoir, pour apprendre fous fes aufpices

Tart de la guerre, dirai-je, ou celui de la politique. A cette troupe illuftre,

il en faut ajouter une autre bien plus nombreufe d'officiers, de lifteurs, dc

commis, d'affranchis, et d'efclaves, tant du proconful lui meme, que de fes

compagnons. Ce petit corps d'armee marchoit avec Jenteur ; il avoit trop

d'embarras et trop de befoins, pour fuivre la route d'un voyageur ordinaire.

Ciccron auroit mieux aime aller par mer d'./J?/«;« a Patras. Mais il auroic

fallu fe fervir des petites barques du pays, et ce trajet ne fe feroit pas fait

avec la dignitc d'un miniftre public, qui vouloit en impofer aux Grecs, autant

par la magnificence de fon equipage, que par la moderation de fa conduite.

3. l\ a du trouver de mauvais chemins d'Jclium a Athenes. Le principe de

la

who was going to eftablifli a great houfehold In a diftant and barbarous province. Ha
Iiad to wait for a number of conveiiiencies which were colle£ling for him at Beneven-
tum, Tarentum, atid Brundufium, and which could not but retard his journey. It is

pofTible that I may be niiltaken ; but I think it apparent in all our orator's letter?, that

I'uch ceconomical arrangements were by no means fuited to his genius. 2. Tlie family

of a proconful waS too iiunierous to admit of difpatch in travelling. A queftor, four lieu-

tenants, twelve tribunes, accompanied Cicero to execute their refpcdive functions

under his government. A crowd of young Romans of high rank followed the pro-

conful, to learn under his aufpices the art of war, or rather that of politics. To this

ill uftrious band We muft add one, far more numerous, of officers, liiftovs, clerks, freed

men, and flaves, belonging to the proconful himfelf, or to the companions of his jour-

ney. This little army was cmbarr^aiTed with too many wants to allow him to proceed

with the expedition of an ordinary traveller. He would have preferred going by fea

from Aclium to Patras: but in that cafe he mufl have made ufe of the little barks of

the country ; and the pad'age would not have been performed with the dignity of a

public minirter, who wiflied to furprile the Greeks as much by the magnificence of his

equipage, as by the moderation of his condu£l. 3. The roads mull have been very

yoL, 11.
• X X bad
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la conftruflion des chemins, n'etoit ni la commodite des provinces que les

vainqueurs Remains ont toujours meprifees, ni le commerce^ dont ils n'ont

jamais connu le prix; mais'les troupes dont ils voiiloient faciliter la marche.

La Grece, devenue de tres bonne heure une province interieure et foumife,

ne fe trouvoit pas meme fur ces grandes routes qui uniflbient Rome et les

frontieres. Pendant que les autres parties de I'empire etoient coupees par

les voyes militaires dans tous les fens poflibles, la Grece n'en a jamais eu

qu'une feule. EUe a pu fervir au voyage du proconful, fi elle etoit deja

conftiTiite j mais dans I'ignorance oii nous fommes de cette epoque, nous

devons croire qu'elle ne I'etoit pas. La plus part des chemins provinciaux

font I'ouvrage des empereurs *. 4. La Grece attira peu I'attention du gou-

vernement Remain ; mais qu'elle etoit digne de celle de Ciceron ! Le

moyen de parcourir rapidement un pays dont chaque bourgade etoit celebrc

dans I'hiftoire, ou dans la fable ? L'hommc de lettres, qui admiroit d'autant

plus les Grecs qu'il cherchoit a les furpaffer, I'antiquaire curieux, qui

avoit deterre le tombeau d'Archimede, le philofophe eclaire, qui devoila

,

les fourberies de Delphi^ devoit s'arreter par tout, pour y voir cent objets

inconnus, ou indifferents aux yeux vulgaires. Que je voudrois fuivre un

pareil guide dans un tel voyage !

A raf-

bad between Aftium and Athens. The motive of the Romans in making roads was

neither the benefit of the provinces, which thofe conquerors always defpifed, nor the

conveniency of commercial intercourfe, of which they rfever knew how to eftimate the

value ; but merely to facilitate the marches of their troops. Greece, which early

became an interior and fubmiOive province, was not in any of the diredt lines which

united Rome with the frontiers \ and had but one only road, while the other parts of

the empire were interfered by military ways, in all poffible diredtions. The proconful

might have followed this road, if it was then made ; but as we are ignorant of its sera,

we ought rather to think that it was not fo early. Mofl of the Roman roads are works

of the emperors *. 4. Greece attrafted but weakly the attention of the Roman govern-

ment ; but how well did it deferve that of Cicero ! How could he rapidly traverfe

a country, each village of which was illuftrious in hiftory or fable ? The man of

letters, who admired the Greeks in proportion as he was eager to furpafs them,

the curious antiquary, vj\\o had difcovered with fuch tranfports the tomb of Archi-

medes i
the enlightened philofopher, who had unveiled the frauds of Delphi ; mufl

have been avrefted at every ftep by an hundred objedls unknown and indifferent to

vulgar eyes. With what pleafure would I follow fuch a guide in fuch a journey !

* Bergier Hift. dts Grands Chemins de I'Enipire, L. i. C. ix. p. 27.

la
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A raflembler les 369 milles Remains qu'IIorace aiiroit pu faire en dli

jours et demi, et les 463 milles que Ciceron fit en dix neuf jours, nous

aurons le terme moyen de 30 milles Remains poure une journee ordinaire

J'aime cependant micux la pouffer a 2,2 milles (30 milles d'Angleterre).'

La lenteur de Ciceron eft mieux conftatee que la precipitation qu'on pour-

roit foupconner a Horace.

• Je ne m'etendrai point ici fur les poftes des Remains, fur leurs auberges,

nifur leurs voitures. A enjuger par les monumens qui nous reftent, celles-

ci etoient petites, ouvertes, et aflezpeu commodes; pofees fur deux, ou fur

quatre roues, fans etre fulpendues, elles devoient fatiguer les voyageurs fuo

le pave des voyes militaires. II y en avoit de plufieurs efpeces, et ce qui

paroit fingulier, les Remains les avoient prefque toutes empruntees des

Gaulois. lis les ornoient quelquefois d'argent, d'or, et memes de pierres

precieufes ; fafte barbare et deplace, qui annoncoit plus de richefle que dc

gout. Mais il etoit referve aux modernes d'inventer ces machines deuces

ct elegantes, qui fatisfont a la fois, a la niolefle du voyageur, a fa parelfe et

a. fen impatience *.

Je parlerai peu d'un autre genre de voyage, des marches des troupes,

Des idees generates, et les exercices dent je viens de faire mention, me per-

• fuadent

In uniting the 369 Roman miles which Horace travelled in ten days, with the 4(5-»

which Cicero travelled in nineteen, we fhall have the middle term of 30 Roman miles

for an ordinary day's journey. I (hould prefer, however, extending it to 33 Roman or

30 Englifh miles ; the flownefs of Cicero being better afcertained than the fuppofed

rapidity of Horace.

I fhall not expatiate on the pods, the inns, or the carriages of the Romans. The
laft, if we may judge of them by fubfifting monuments, were fmall, open, and incon-

venient. They had two or four wheels ; but, not being fufpended, muft have been
very fatiguing to travellers on the paved military roads. Thefe carriages were of va-

rious kinds ; and what is extraordinary, almoft all the different kinds had been bor-
rowed from the Gauls. The Romans adorned them with filver, gold, and fometimes
-with precious ftones ; a barbarous and mifplaced luxury, indicating more riches than
tafte. It was referved for modern times to invent thofe foft and elegant machines
which gratify at once the effeminacy, lazinefs, and impatience of travellers *.

I (hall fpe.ik briefly of another kind of travelling, the march of troops. Thcfc
marches, I am inclined to think, both by the exercifes (of which I have made mention)

• V. I'Antiquite expliquee du P. Monfaucon.

XX 2 and
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fuadent qli'elles ecoient plus fortes que ks notres. En attendant que j'aye fait

ks reclierches neceffaires pour les determiner avec plus de precifion, je

jetterai un coup d'oeil fur la marche la plus hardie ct la plus forte que je

connoifie dans rhiftoire ancienne ou moderne.

Les affaires des Carthagihois ne fe foutenoient plus en Italic que par la

eonduite d'Annibal, lorfque Afdrubal pJ0a ks Alpes avec une armee nom-

breufe.. Larepublique craignoit de fuccomber fous leurs efforts reunis. Le

Conful Neron obfervoit tous les movemens d'Annibal, qui epuifoit en vaia

toute la fcience des marches, et des contremarches. Le general Romain

comprit qu'il falloit prevenir par un coup hardi, tant de dangers qui mena-

coient fa patrie. Avec un corps choin de milk cavaliers, et de fix milk

fantaffms, il s'echappe de fon camp, trompe la vigilance du Carthaginois,

execute fa junction avec fon colkgue en Ombrie, fauve la republique a la

batailk du Metaurus, et revient avec la meme rapidite, annoncer la raort de

fon frere a Annibal, qu'il retrouve toujours dans I'etonnement et danr, I'in-

aftion *. II avoitlaiffe Annibal dans ks environs de Cariuf.im. II trouva le

conful Livius dansceux de Sena Gallica. La route qu'il prit par kspays des

Larinai-es, Frentani^ Marrucim, Prtstutii^ et par le Pk-en:on. dans- I'Ombrie,

ctoit

and by my general opinion on the fubje<3, were longer than ours ; but, previouffy to

making the refearches neceflary for determining this matter with precifion, I ihall cait

a glance on the longeft and boldeft march which I have ever met with in hiftory,

either ancient or modern.

The fortune of the Carthaginians was fuftained in Italy by the exertions of Hanniba'.j

when Afdrubal crofled the Alps with a numerous army. The republic was in danger

of finking under, their united efforts. Nero the conful obferved the motions of Hanni-i

bal, who exhaiifted the whole fcience of marching and countermarching. The Roman

general perceived that a bold (Iroke only could ward off the dangers which threatened

his country. With a chofen body of a. thoufand horfe, and fix thoufand foot, he

inarched from his camp, deceived the vigilance of the Carthaginians, effefted a junc-

tion with his colleague in Umbria, faved the republic at the battle of Metaurus, and

returned with the fame celerity, announcing to Hannibal the death of his brother, and

finding that general himfelf fllll aftonifiied and inactive*. He had left Hannibal in

the neighbourhood of Canufium ; he found the conful Livius in that of Sena Gallica.

His route through the territories of the Larlnates, Frentani, Marrucini, Prastutii, and

* Tit. Liv. xxviii 43 —5 1.

Picenum,
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^tolt d'environ 270 milles Romains *. J'ignore Je terns qu'il y mit, maisje

&is que dans Ion retour, il n'employa que fix jours J. La necefTjtc de la dili-

gence devenoic plus grande tous tes jours, et ce n'eft pas une petite tachc »

la gloire d'Annibal d'avoir ignore pendant une douzaine de jours, qu'il n'avoit

plus un conful en tete. Je crois qu'Afdrubal s'en feroit apper^u a fa place,,

et qu'il auroit dctruit une armee deja affoiblie par la perte de fon general, et

d'un gros dctachement § : 270 milles dans fix jours nous donnent par jour

45 milles Romains (404- d'Angletene). Le fait ell prefque incroyable.

Je fens que }e corps de Neron ttoit choifi fur toute rarme'e, qu'il marchoit

jour et nuit, et que les foins du general et le zele des allies, lui prodiguoient les

foulagemens et les fccours propres a adoucir fes fatigues, et a ranimer fes

forces. Avec tout cela, cette marche feroit impolTible a nos troupes. II

falloit des Romains du tems de Scipion. Legionnaires, leurs corps etoient

endurcis a la peine et au travail ; citoyens, ils avoient une patrie, ils com-

battoient pourelle. Leurs efforts etoient bien differens de ceux d'une troupe

de mercenaircs, qui n'efpere que fapaye, et qui ne craint que les- chatimens.

C'eft ici une ebauche du chapitre dont j'ai parle, mais quelle eft encore

imparfaite !

• Itineraria Auton, p. 312, 313, 314, 315. J'ai mefure fur la carte de Delifle la

diftance de Canufiuni a Larinum.

Picenum, into Umbria, was about 270 Roman miles f. I know not how many days-

he employed in marching thither; but I know that only fix were fpent in his return ;!;.

Expedition became daily more neceflary ; and it is not a fmall ftain on the glory

of Hannibal that he remained ignor.int for twelve days of the departure of the Roman
general. I think this would not have efcaped the vigilance of Afdrubal ; and that he

would have deftroyed an army weakened by the abfence of its general, and bv a

powerful detachment §. 270 Roman miles in fix days give 45 Roman, or 4.01 Englifli

miles for each daily march. The fact is fcarcely credible. Nero's forces, indeed,

were felefted from the whole army; he marched night and day ; and the 7eal of the

allies co-operated with the attentions of the general in procuring for them in abundance

every comfort and alhftance proper for foftening their fatigues and reviving their

ftrength. \Vith all thefe advantages, it would be impoffible for modern troops to

make fuch a march. To accomplifh it required Romans, and Romans of the age of

Scipio. As foldiers, their bodies were patient of fatigue and toil ; as citizens, they had a

country for which to fight. Their exertions were quite different from thcfe of a herd of

mercenaries, whofe only hope is that of pay, and whofe only fear is that of puniflimcnt.

This is a (ketch of the chapter which I faid was wanting ;—but flill, how irii»

gerfedt have I left it

!

\ Itineraria Auton, p. 312, 313, 314, 315. I have meafured on th« chart of Delifle th&
diftance from Canufiuin to Larinum.

t Tit. Liv, xxvii. 50. xxviii, 9. § Tit, Liv. xxvii. 46.

t.
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N° IV.

a Lausannb,

Tl y auroit blen des connoiffances philofophiques et theologiques a tirer des

Fafies d'Ovide. La religion des Remains, fes rapports et fes diffe-

rences d'avcc celle des Grecs, font un fiijet auffi curieux qu'il eft neuf. Je

ne compte pour rien les recherches d'un Coyer.

Quant a la poelie des Faftes, j'y trouve bien plus a reprendre qu'a louer.

Te reconnois avec plaifir tout le merite d'Ovide ; une imagination etonnante,

une cleo-ance foutenue, ct beaucoup d'amenitc dans I'efprit. Je fuis frappc

furtout de la variete, de la fouplefle, et, pour ainfi dire, de la fiexibilite de

fon genie, qui paffe avec rapidite aux fujets les plus oppofes, qui s'y llvrc

avec aifance, et qui les prefente avec tout I'agrement dont ils font fufcepti-

bles. La penfee convient prefque toujours a fon objet, et rareraent fon ex-

DrefTion manque a bien rendre fa penfee. Dans les Faftes I'idee du kndemain

revient a chaque inftant ; mais I'image du poete eft toujours differente. Les

endroits des Faftes qui m'ont fait leplus de plaifir, font : i. L'origine desfa-

,orifices des animaux. 2. L'avanture de Lucrece. 3. La fete d'Anna Pe-

renna.

N° IV.

Lavsanhe.

« m tjcH philofoph'ical and much theological knowledge may be derived from Ovid's

IVl Fafti. The religion of the Romans, the points in which it agrees with or differs

from that of the Greeks, is a fubjedl as curious as it is new. I reckon for nothing the

.refearches of a Coyer.

The poetry of the FaftI appears to me more liable to blame than worthy of praife-

I acknowledge with pleafure all the merit of Ovid ; his aftonlQiing fancy, a perpetual

elegance, and the moft agreeable turn of mind. I principally admire his variety^

fupplenefs, and (if I may fay fo) his flexibility of genius, which rapidly embraces the

mod oppofite fubjefts, aflumes the true ftyle of each, and prefents them all under the

moft pleafing forms of which they are fufceptible. The thought alnioft always fuits

the fubjeft ; and the expreflion rarely fails in being fuitable to the thought. In the

Fafti the fame ideas are perpetually recurring ; but die images under which they are

reprefented are continually different. The paffages of the Fafti which have given me

moft pleafure are, i. The origin of facrifices : 2. The adventure of Lucretia : 3. The

feftival
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renna. 4* L'origine du nom de Mai. 5. La difpute des deefles pour

cclui de Juin.

Voici d'un autre cote quelques defauts dans le caradtere du pocte, ou dans

celui de fon fujet, que je n'ai appercu qu'avcc peine, i, Ovide me paroit

fans nerf, et fans elevation. Son elprit perd en profondeur ce qu'il a gagne

en fuperficie. S'agit-il d'un tableau de la nature ? fes traits font vagues et

rarement charafteriftiques. Dans ceux des paflions, il eft rarement jufte,

trop foible, ou trop outre, et prefque toujours trop difFus j il cherche tou-

jours le chemin du coeur, mais il ne le trouve prefque jamais. Son caraflerc

tendre et legcr, amolli par les plaifirs, et rendu plus touchant par le malheur,

lui avoit un peu fait connoitre le ton de la trifteffe, et celui de la joye. II

fait gemir fur le fort d'une amante abandonnee, ou celebrer la victoire d'un

amant heureux. Mais les grandes paflions, la fureur, la vengeance, la force,

ou la ferocite d'une ame qui fubjuge fes movements impetueux, ou qui leur

laifle un libre cours, lui font affez inconnues. Sts perfonnages font plus

occupes des lefteurs que d'eux memes ; et le poete, qui doit etre cache,

paroit a tout inilant, pour les louer, pour les blamer, ou pour les plaindre.

Ovide avoit fait une tragedie j quoiqu'en dife Quintilien, je ne faurois la

regretter beaucoup. 2. II connoifToit peu I'art des proportions, cet art fi

neceffiiire

feftival of Anna Perenna : 4. The origin of the name of May : 5. The difpute of the

goddeffes for that of June.

The following are feme of the faults in the charafter either of the poet or of his

fubject ; which it is painful to perceive. Ovid appears to me defeftive in point of

ftrength and elevation ; and his genius lofes in depth what it gains in furface. In

painting nature, his ftrokes are vague, and without charafter. His expreffion of the

paflions is rarely jufl ; he is fometimes weak, fometimes extravagant, always too drf-

fufe ; and though he continually feeks the road to the heart, is feldom fortunate

enough to find it. His light and tender charafler, foftened by pleafure, and rendered

more interefting by misfortune, made him acquainted with the tones of fadncfs and

joy. He knows how to lament the mifery of a forfaken miftrefs, or to celebrate the

triumphs of a fuccefsful lover. But the great paflions are above his reach ; fury, ven-

geance, the fortitude or ferocity of the foul, which either fubdues its moft impetuons

moveinents, or precipitates their unbridled career. His heroes think more of the

reader than of themfelves ; and the poet, who ought to remain concealed, is ahways

ready to come forward, and to praife, blame, or pity them. Ovid wrote a tragedy

;

but, notwithftanding the judgment of C)uintilian, I cannot much regret its lofs.

3 2. He
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jicceflalre a un ecrivain qui marque a chaque idee fa place et fon etendue,

felon fa nature, et le but de celui qui I'emplpye. Cliez Ovide je vols des

penfees eflentielles, des recits qui tiennent au fond de I'ouvrage, paffer le-

gerement fans laifier de traces, pendant qu'il s'appefuitit fur des, orncmens

frivoles et peu neceffaires. Croiroit on que renleveiuent de Proferpine ell

decrit en deux vers, mais que le dcnombrement des fleurs qu'elle alloit

cueillir dans les campagnes d'E>/iia, en avoit occupe feize *. Je conviens

que Ic fujet des Faftes, I'expofoit a fe tromper fouyent fur les propqrtions. II

eft lie avec touce.la mythologie-des Grecs, il y entre beaucaup d'hilloire

Romaine. Quelquefois il falloit raconter. toute une fable ; dans d'autres

occafions il fuffifoit de la rappeller, ou meme de la fuppofer. II s'agiflbit.

de decider jufqu'a quel point elle devoit etre deja connue d'un ledeur un

peu inftruit, et combien cette connoiilance etoit eflcntielle a celle de I'ou-

vrage. Cetce decifion etoit des plus delicates. 3. Quelques critiques ont

loue dans Ovide, la finefle et I'art de fes.liaifons dans un fujet auITi varie que

les metamorphofes. Mais ce fujet, fins avoir I'unite de I'epopee, lui four-

jiiffoit des rapports tres naturels. Celui des Faftes eft enticrement decoufu.

Une

2 He was ignorant of the rules of proportion, rules fo neceflary to a writer v lio

would give to each fentiment its due extenr, andnrrange it In its proper place, agree-

ably to its own nature, and the end for which he employs it. In Ovid, you may per-

ceive thoughts the mod interefting, and narratives clofely -coiineiiled with the very

eflence of his fubje^t, pafs away lightly without leaving a trace behind ; while he

dwells witli complacence on parts merely ornafliental, frivolous, or fuperfluous. Can

iit be believed that the rape of Proferpine fliould be defcribed in two verfes, when the

enumeration of the flowers which fhe gathered in the garden of Eden had jufl: filled

fixteen *? I acknowledge that the fubjefl: of the Fafti expofed him to faults in pro-

portioning the parts of his work. That fubjecl is connected with the whole of the

Greek mythology ; it contains, alfo, much of the Roman hift;9ry. It was fometimes

neceffary to relate the whole fable ; at other times, to hint at or even to fuppofe it, was

fufhcient. It was requifite for him to decide how far each fhory was likely to be known

by an ordinary reader, and how much the knowledge of it contributed to that of his

fubject: but the principles of fuch decifions are extremely delicate. 3. Some writers-

have praifed Ovid for the artfulnefs of liis tranfitions in a work fo various as tliat of

the Metamorphofes. Yet this fubjed, without pofl^lEng the unity of epic poetry,

fupplicd him with very natural principles of connexion. But the FalU is a fubjeft

• Ond Faft. L. iv. p. 583. .

totally
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Une cercinonlc, line fete, eft tout a fait ifolee de celle qui la fuit ; encore

nc la fuitelle que par une chronologie imaginaire. L'c-poque de leur infti-

tution, que le poete recherche toujours, tombe, fi Ton veut, au mois de

Janvier; mais ce font fouvent des mois de Janvier d'une annee, ou meme

d'un fiecle different. Ovide a fi bien fenti ce defaut, qu'il a voulu lier en

quelque forte, les fetes de la terre avec les phenomenes du ciel, qui one

donne une liaifon plus reelle, mais tres peu intereflante, a fon calendrier.

4. Ovide a recju de la bouche des dieux toute la fcience de leur culte, la

raifon et I'origine de chaque fable, et de chaque ceremonie. Tel eft I'efprit

humain. Dans la fidion il faut une apparence de vcrite. L'invention du

poete ne doit jamais travailler fous nos yeux. Mais le notre laifl'e trop en-

trevoir que toutes fes converfations ingenieufes avec les dieux, n'ont eu lieu

que dans fon efprit. S'il en parle ferieufement une fois, a I'occafion de Vefta,

c'eft pour renverfer I'edifice entier d'un feul trait. Je conviens que le me-

lange de ferieux et d'imaginaire, confondu avec la religion poetique qui

ctoit en meme terns celle de I'etat, devoit embarrafler un poete Romain.

Chez les premiers Grecs, Tinfpiration d'Homere ne differoit point de celle

de Calchas ; fes ouvrages et ceux de fes fucceffeurs, etoient les livres faints dc

la nation. Chez nous au contraire ce n'eft qu'une illufion volontaire ec paf-

fagere.

totally disjointed. Each ceremony, and each feftival, is altogether diftincb from that which

follows it, and which follows it only by an imaginary chronology. The poet always traces

the ara of their inftitutton, which falls, if you will, on the month of January; but they are

Januaries of different years, or rather of different centuries. Ovid was fo fenfible of this

defeft in his fubjedt, that he endeavours to aflbciate feflivals on the earth with the pheno-

mena of the heavens, in order to give a connexion more real, but extremely unintereft-

ing, to his calendar. 4. Ovid heard from the mouth of the gods the laws of their worfliip»

the origin and principle of each fable, and of each ceremony. Such is the nature of the

human mind ; even in fiction we require the appearance of truth. We cannot bear to

fee the poet's invention at work. But Ovid fhews to us too plainly, that all his ingenious

converfations with the gods arc the work of his own brain. When he fpeaks ferioufly,

as he once does in mentioning Vefta, it is to overturn the whole fanciful fabric at one

blow. I acknowledge, that a Roman poet mud have been perplexed by the perpetual

mixture of the ferious with the fantaftic, and by a poetical religion which was alfo that of

the ftate. Among the early Greeks, the infpiration of Homer did not differ from that of

Calchas. His works and thofe of his fucceffors were the fcriptures of the nation. With
us, on the other hand, the infpiration of poets is merely a tranfient and voluntary

VOL. II. 1! r illufion
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faf^ere, un langage de convention. Mais parmi les Remains qui croyolent

un peu a. leurs dieux, quoiqu'ils s'en moqiiaflent tres fouvent, mais qui

n'avoient nulle foia leurs poetes, le role de ceux-ci etoit tres difficile a foute-

nir. 5. Je ne dois pas compter la mefure des vers elegiaques pour un

defaut parciculier, quoique le caraftere des Fafles cut fort bien comporte

la mefure heroi'que. Qnoiqu'il en foit, la premiere m'a toujours ennuye.

EUe eft obligee de placer regulierement le repos du pentametre fur le milieu

du troifieme pied, et de renfermer un fens complet dans les deux vers.

Cette monotonie fatigue bientot I'oreille, et des bornes auffi etroites pro-

duiffent bien des chevilles. II y a tout autrement de variete, de liberte et

de vraie harmonic, dans la marche des vers heroiques.

N° V.

a Lausanne.

A L'occafion du traite d'Addifon, je ferai deux ou trois remarques fur les

etres allegoriques qu'on voit fur les revers des medailles. Que refprjc

humain eft borne ! fes inventions les plus hardies ne font que des copies.

I. On a voulu donner a tous ces etres une figure humaine. Nos yeuxj

accoutumes a ne voir la raifon que fous cette forme, exigeoienc ce facrifice.

Mais

illufion to which we fubmit ourfelves. But among the Romans, who alternately believed

in and laughed at their gods, but who had no faith whatever in their poets, the part of

thefe lad was very difficult to zCt. 5. I ought not to reckon the employment of ele-

giac verfe as a particular fault, though heroic meafure would have been well adapted

to the fubjefk of the Fafli. Elegiac verfe has always tired me. The paufe conftantly

recurs on the middle of the third foot of the pentameter ; and the fenfe mud always be

included in a couplet. This monotony fatigues the ear ; and caufes the introdudlion

of many ufelefs words merely for the fake of the meafure. There is far more variety,

liberty, and true harmony in the flow of heroic vexle.

N' V.

Lausanne.

Tn confequence of reading Addifon's treatife, the following remarks have occurred
^ to me on the allegorical beings which we find on the reverfes of medals, tlow
limited is the human mind ! its boldeft inventions are mere copies.

I. All thofe beings are rcprefented under the human figure. Our eyes, accuftomed

to behold the exercife of reafon, only under this (hape, required fuch a facrifice. Yet,

by
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Mais notre efprit incapable d'une abftradlion neccflaire, hors d'etat de fc-

parer de la figure humaine, des idees qui I'accompagnent ordinairement, de-

mandoit encore que le fexe fut determine. Ce fexe renfermoit cependant

des images groffieres, qui convenoient mal a la purete des vertus et a la

fpiricualite des etrcs metaphyfiques. Aprcs avoir fait ces deux iacrifices

aux yeux et a rimaglnation, il en falloit un troifieme pour I'oreille. Pour

diftinguer le fexe, on ne rechercha point des caraftcres, des attributs qui

pouvoient avoir quelque rapport avcc ceux de la femelle ou du male. Cetce

methode auroit fourni quelques allegories pafTables. On fuivit fans reflexion

Ics genres de leurs noms, qui n'ont cte regies dans toutes les langues que

par le caprice et I'ignorance des premiers hommes. En Grec audi bien

qu'en Latin, la plus part de ces noms font feminins. La plus part de ces etres

font par confequent reprefentes en femmes. Je dis la plus part, car mal-

heureufement encore il y en a de mafculins. Quelquefois il y a deux fyno-

nymes de genres oppofes, etle mcme etre fe voit travefti en homme ou en

femme, felon le mot par lequel on le defigne. Je ne citerai que I'exemplc de

Gloria ct d'Hofios. Par la fuite nccelfaire d'un arrangement auffi mal ima-

gine, le caraiflcre du fexe et celui de I'etre, font fouvent compromis. Les

vertus ne pcuvent fc contrarier, et Ton ne peut imaginer la verite, lajuf-

tice.

by our inability of feparating from the idea of the human figure the circumdances which

commonly accompany it, our fancy requires, alfo, that the fex fhould be determined.

The circumltance of fex, however, implies grofs images, which ill correfpond. with

the purity of the virtues, or the fpirituality of metaphyfical beings. After having

made thofe two facrifices to the mind and the eyes, a third was ftill required bv the

ear. The diftindlion of fex was not marked by charafleriftic attributes appropriated

to the male and female. This method might have furnirtied fome tolerable allegories.

But the genders of their names was injudicioufly chofen as the only foundation of dif-

t!n<^ion, fince in all languages thofe genders have been determined by the caprice and

ignorance of the firft perfons who fpoke them. In Greek and Latin, moft of thofe

names are feminnie. The beings whom they exprefs are therefore, for the moft parr

reprefented by female figures. I fay for the moil part, for they are fometimes unfor-

tunately mafculine : and at other times 'we have two fynonymous words of different

genders -, and the fame being affumes the male or female form, according to the word

employed as its name. I (hall mention only the example of Gloria and Hotios. In con-

fequence of fo faulty an arrangement, the chara6ter of the being is often at variance

with that of its fex. True virtue is confident-, and we cannot conceive the truth,

juftice, or humanity of a woman exercifed at the expence of chaftity and decency. Yet

Y y 2 when
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tice, ou I'humanite d'une femme qui fe deploye aux depens de la chaftete,

ou de la decence de fon fexe. Delque la nudite cependant paroit convenir

aux attributs d'un ecre moral, on fait paroitre la Valeur, I'Equicc, oul'Efpe-

rance, dans un etat a faire rougir une fcnime modefte. On a beau' me dire

que ce ne font pas des femmes, mais dcs figures feminines. Ma raifon faifit

la difference, mais c'eft a I'imagination qu'il faut parler ici.

2. On a beau inventer des lymboles, on ne peut reprefenter que des-

qualites humaines, fous une figure humaine. La piece n'eft qu'une femme

pieule, le courage n'eft qu'une femme intrepide, &c. C'eft deja beaucoup

que de purger I'ame humaine de toutes les paflions, a I'exception d'une

feule qui I'occupe toute entierc, et qui fe montre a dccouverc dans fesadlions,

dans fon air, dans fon maintien, et jufque dans fa parure. Mais cette ab-

ftraftion a exifte, quoique bien rarement. On peut au moins en concevoir

la poiribilite, et des lors elle peut etre reprefentee. Encore ces fymboles ne

font ils jamais fi frappans, que lorfqu'ils fortent du pays des chimeres, pour

nous ramener a des idees precifes, et a la verite des chofes. Je ne connois

point de fymbole plus frappant que celui de la piete en Veftale Romaine.

Le fenat a outre ce prIncipe un peu, lorfqu'il a fait graver les vertus fous les

traits de fes princes. Parmi les qualites humaines, celles qui fon perma-

nentes et determinees, fe marquent avec plus de force, que celles qui font

vasues

when the attributes of an allegorical being require that It fhould be reprefented naked,

we fee Valour, Juftice, and Hope exhibited, in a manner in which a modefb woman

would blufli to appear. It is ufelcfs to tell me, thefe are not women, but female

figures. My underftanding perceives the difference ; but the imitative arts mufl fpeak

to the fancy.

2. Whatever fymbols we invent, human qualities alone can be reprefented under

human figures. Piety is only a pious woman ; and Courage, a courageous ont- , ^c.

Much is done when the foul is purged of all palTions but one, which occupies it en-

tirely, and fhews itfelf manifellly in air, a£lion, demeanour, and even drefs. This

abftraftion has been realized, though rarely ; it may be conceived by the fancy, and

may therefore be reprefented. But thofe fymbols are always nioft ftriking which quit

the region of chimeras, antl give us ideas that are precife and conformable to the nature

of things. One of the moft interefting is that of Piety under the form of a Roman

veftal. The fenate carried this principle too far, when it reprefented the virtues under

the portraits of its princes. Of human qualities, thofe that are fixed and permanent

are marked with more force than thofe that are uncertain and tranfient. The latter are

expreffcd
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vagues et pafiageres, Les dernieres ne s'expriment que par I'attitude et I'air

;

les premieres peuvent y ajouter les traics, la figure, et rhabillemenr. Les

fymboles de la Chaftete ou de la Vertu, font bien phis fenfibks que ccux de

I'Efperance )ude la Crainte.

Toutes ki autres idees- abftraites dont on a voulu faire des perfonnes

rcelles, la \'i(5toire, rEternite, I'Abondance, &c. ne fe font connokre que

par qvielqu'uns de leurs efFets fenfibks, ou par quelque objet reel dont I'idce

eft li'e avec la leur. Encore feroit on fort embarralle a les trouver au befoin,

fi la fable et les inftitutions des hommes, ne fourniiibient beaucoup de fignes

arbitraires, qui n'oiit leur vakur que par une convention tacite. Pour la

femme dans le fymbole, elle n'eft qu'un hors d'oeuvre. L'eternite eft aflez

bien reprefentee par un globe et un phxitix. Dans la treizieme medaille de-

la premiere fuite, une fcmme affife les foutient dans la main. Dans la

cinquiettie medaille on ne voit point de femme, mais I'idee eft toujours la

menl6. Elle y a fi peu de part, que fa prcfence ou fon abfence n'y apportent

pas le moindre changement. Qu'on reitere I'experience fur toutes ces

medailles, la femme n'y eft que pour figurer. Elk n'eft jamais fymbole

elk meme. Les provinces font d'un genre moyen. Comme pays, elks ne.

fbnt point fymboliques, mais elks le font tres fouvent pour reprefenter le

genie et les mceurs de kurs habitans.

3- M-
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exprefled alone by the air and attitude ; in tlie reprefentatioii of the former, one

may add to thefe cTiarafteriftics, the features, figure, and drefs. The fymbols of

Virtue or Chaftity may be far more diftinctly charafterifed than thofe of Hope or-

Fear.

The other abftraclions which have been reprefented by human figures, Vi£tory,

'

Eternity, Abundance, &c. are recognifed only by feme of their perceptible effefts, or

by fonie real object whofe idea is aiTociated with their own. We fhould have much •

difficulty in inventing them, when wanted, if hiftory and fable did not fupply a num--

ber of arbitrary figns, which receive their meaning merely from convention. In the

fymbolic reprefentation, the woman is merely an acceflbry. Eternity is very well

reprefented by a globe and a phoenix : in the thirteenth medal of tlie firft feries, a

woman fitting holds them in her hand. In the fifteenth medal there is no woman,

though the idea is ftill the fame; and if we examine all the otlier medals, we fliall

find that women are there merely to make a figure, but never anfwer the purpofe of"

fymbols. The provinces are of a middle kind ; they are never fymbols of countries,

but are often fo of the genius and manners of their iuliabitants.

V Mr.
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^. M. Addifon propofe line explication de I'ode trente cinqiiieme du pre-

mier livre d'Horace, a I'occafion d'une medaille qui reprefente la Securite

qui s'appuye fur une colonne *.

Regumque matres harbarorum-, et

Purfurei metuunt tyranni

Injuriofo ne feds proruas

Stantem columnam.

'

lis craignoient que la Fortune ne renverfat la colonne de leur confiance. Mais

la crainte et la fccurite fubfiftent mal enfemble. D'ailleurs Horace fe ferolt

il fervi d'uneallufion aufll fine, et aufli eloignee, fans en avertir le lefteur,

au moins par une feule epithetc ? Pourquoi ne pas rapporter tout uniment

ces paroles a routes ces ftatues, ces colonnes, que I'aduliJtion erigeoit

aux tyranSj et qui devenoient les premieres vidtimes de la fureur populaire

dans une revolution ? Je foup^onne meme que le poete pouvoit avoir en

vue le roi des Parthes, le plus puiflTant monarque de I'Orient. Le meurtrier

de fon pere et de route fa famille, avoit raifon de craindre la Fortune. Son

inquietude etoit fous les yeux des Romains j il avoit donnc a Augufte plu-

fieurs

3. Mr. Addlfon propofes an explanation of the tliirty-fifth ode of the firft book of

Horace, in fpeaking of a medal which reprefents Security relling on a pillar *.

Regumque matres biirbarorum, et

Purpurei metuunt tyranni

Injuriofo ne pede proruas

Stantem columnam. •

They feared left Fortune might overturn the pillar of their fecurity. But fear and

fecurity are inconfiflent. Befuies, Horace would not probably have made ufe of fo

fubtile and far-fetched an allufion without giving warning of it, at leaft, by fome epi-

thet. Why may not thefe words be applied literally to thofe ftatues and pillars which

flattery erefts to tyrants, and which are commonly the firft vidims of popular fury at

the time of a revolution ? I conjefture that the poet might allude to tlie king of the

Parthians, the moft powerful monarch of the Eaft. Fortune might juftly be dreaded by

the murderer of his father, and of his whole family. The Romans had feen proofs of

his anxiety. He had given to Auguftus feveral of his neareft relations as hoftnges,

• Dialogues upon Medals, Dial. ii. p. 47.

whom



'tt PTECES DE'TACHE'ES. 351

fieurs otages, de fes proches parens, que ce prince failbit eleven a Rome. Lc

fuperbe Phrahate cherchoit moins a flatter les Romains par cette demarche

humiliante, qu'a priver les mecontens de chefs d'une revoke *.

N' VI.

a Florence, le5Aonti764.

J'ai lu un petit ouvrage intitule, Littera Critica del Cavaliere Lorenzo

Guazzefi Jretino, all'Illujlrifs . Sig. Dottore Antonio Cocchi, Medico Anti-

quario de S. M. C. intoruo ad Alcuni fatti della Guerra Gallica Cifalpina, Je-

giiiti fAmo di Roma K^i^, in Arezzo 1752, in \imo. -pp. 103. J'y trouve

du favoir et de rcfprit, une bonne critique, et une trcs grande connoifTance

du local. Son defaut principal eft celui de fa nation ; un ftyle Afiatique,

ennemi-dela force, de la precifion et de la brievete. Je vais raflembler

fur ce fujet ce que M. Guazzefi m'a appris, et les idees que ma propre

reflexion y a ajoutees. Cette ebauche feroit moins imparfaite, fi j'avois un

Polybe fous Ics yeux.

I, Jc ne faurois concevoir un evenement plus dangereux pour la grandeur

Romaine, que ne I'auroit ete la reunion des Gaulois et des Carthaginois dans

la

whom that emperor caufed to be educated :rt Rome. The haughty Phrahates uitended

lefs to flatter the Romans by this humiliating meafure, than to deprive his difcontented

fubjeds of men fit to head their revolt*.

N° VI.

Florfncf, 5th Auguft 1764.

T HAVE been reading a little work, intitled, A Critical Letter of the Chevalier Lorenzo

Gitazxefi Aretino, to Do&or Anthony Cocchi, Phyftcian and Antiquary of his Catholic

Majefly ; rcfpcBing fame Tranfaclions in the Cifalpine Gallic War, in the Year of Rome

529: Arezxo, 1752; in i7tno. pp. 103. I find in this little work, erudition, good

fenfe, found criticifm, with mu9h local knowledge. Its chief fault is that of the Che-

valier's country, an Afiatic ftyle, prejudicial to ftrength, precifion, and brevity. I (hall

unite, under one point of view, what I have learned from him on the fubjeft, and the

additions which my own reflexions have made to it. This fketch would be lefs imper-

fe£l, had I a Polybius at hand.

I, I cannot imagine any event that would have rhore endangered the greatnefs of

Rome than the union of the Gauls and Carthaginians in the firft Punic war. Both

• Tacit. Annal. ii, 1.

2 thefe
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la premiere guerre Punique. lis etoient redoutables les iins et les autres a ce

peuple ambitieux ; la politique la mieux entendue joignoic fes confeils a ceux de

la haine. Chacun auroit mis dans Talliance ce qui manquoit a fon ami. Car-

thage fe faifoit craindre par fes trcfors, fa marine, et fa difcipline militaire.

Le nombre, la valeur, et la fituation avantageufe des Gaulois, faifoient tou-

joiirs regarder una guerre Gauloife comme une crife tres dangereufe pour la

republique. Si les allies avoient reuffij la difference de leurs vues €t de

leurs carafteres, auroit facilite les partages, et cimente leur amitie. Mais

la politique timide et bornee des Carthaginois, et I'infenfibilite parefleufe, fi

naturelle a une nation de barbares, qui ne prevoit jamais les dangers, eparg-

nerent aux Remains tous les perils de cette alliance. Je penfe que cette

republique qui favoit diffimuler et fon ambition et fa vengeance, menageoit

les barbares avec foin, et qu'elle attendoit tranquillement pour les irriteo le

moment oij ils n'auroient de reflburce qu'en eux-memes.

L'an de Rome 470 les Gaulois Senones furent prefqu'extermlnes. On
envoya les colonies de Cajlrnm et Sena, dans leurs pays qui s'etendoit de

W€fts a VUfens ; et tout leur territoire, \'Ager Gallkus, fut ajoute au do-

maine de I'etat. Au bout de cinquante huit ans, un tribun avide de popu-

.larite, fit palTer une loi, pour diviferparmi les citoyens ces terres de la repub-

lique.

thefe nations were formidable to that ambitious republic ; and in both the proje£l:s of

vengeance would have been directed by the wifefl: policy. Each would have brought

with it the advantages in which its ally was deficient. Carthage was powerful in wealth,

fhipping, and military difcipline. The populoufnefs, valour, and advantageous fitua-

tion of the Gauls made the Romans always confider a Gallic war as an event big with

alarm and danger. Had the allies fucceeded, the difi^erence of their views and charac-

ter would have facilitated the friendly divifion of their conquefts, and cemented their

union. But the cautious and narrow policy of the Carthaginians, and the lazy infenfi-

bility natural to improvident Barbarians, delivered the Romans from the danger of

this alliance. The republic, I imagine, who knew how to diflemble her hatred as

well as her ambition, was careful to keep on good terms with the Gauls ; and, before

provoking their refentment, patiently waited until they Ihould have no other refource

than in themfelves.

In the year of Rome 470, the Galli Senones were almoft extirpated. The colonies

oi Caftrum and Sena were fent into the country extending from the j3Efis to the Ufens

;

and the whole of their territory, the Ager Galiicus, was added to the dominions of

the ftate. Fifty-eight years afterwards, a tribune, ambitious of popularity, obtained a

law for dividing this public property among the- citizens. It is difficult to perceive why
8 this
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lique. On a de la peine a voir comment cette nouvelle difl.ribiitio;i d'un

bien qui n'etoic plus aux Gaulois, a pu allumer fur la champ une guerre aulTi

vive qu'elle fut gencrale. Je comprends Iculement que les Boii limitrophes

jouiflbient de I'avantage du paturage public, moyennant cette redevance

legcre qu'on nommoit Sa-iptura, et que des particuliers ttoient intcrefles

peut ctre dans les fousfermes de ces domaines. L'avidite des nouveaux habi-

tans, aura chafle de leurs azyles, quelque foibles reftes des Sencnes, que la fagc

moderation dti gouvernement avoit oubli^s. Le voifinage des Romaio'-

devenoit plus dangereux aux Gaulois, a mcfure que cette frontiere fe fortifioit

et fe peuploit d'une colonie rivale et guerriere. Quoiqu'il en foit, cette

loi repandit la crainte et la fureur dans toute la Gaule Cifalpine. Ces nations

prirenr les armes, et ils appellerent encore en Italie, un corps nombreux de

mercenaires tires des peuples Tranfalpins. Les Romains fe prepararent a

foutenir I'orage. Par le denombrement qu'ils firent de toute I'ltalie, ils

virent bientot qu'ils pouvoient y oppofer 700,000 fantaflins, et 70,000

cavaliers. Le conful yEmilius, avec un nombreufe armce, fc pofta a yfr/m-

num pour couvrir y^lger Gallicus-, I'objet de la guerre ; et undes preteurs fut

charge de la defenfe de I'Etrurie. L'autre conful, Atilius, etoit deja pafic

en Sardaigne, occupe ii foumettre les barbares de cette iQe.

2. II

this diftributioji of lands, which had ccafed to belong to the Gauls, flioulj at once pro-

voke a war as fierce as it was general : all that I underftand is, that the neighbouring

Boii enjoyed the right of public pafturage, on paj-ing a fmall qwt-rent called Scriptura ,-

and that the lands were perhaps fubfarmed by individuals. The avarice of the new pro-

prietors may be fuppoled to liave expelled the feeble remnant of the Senones, which the

wife moderation of government had left unmolefted. The neighbouihood of the Romans
would grow more formidable to the Gauls, in proportion as that frontier was fortified

and peopled by a rival and warlike colony. Whatever were the reafons, it is certain that

this law fpread difmay and fury through the whole of Cifalpine Gaul. Thefe nations

flew to arms, and invlteil into Italy numerous meicenaries from beyond the Alps.
The Romans prepared for refilling the llorm. By an enumeration of tlieir forces in

Italy, tliey found they could fend into the field 700,000 foot and 70,000 horfe. The
conful iEmilius, at the head of a numerous army, took poft at Ariminum, to defend
the Ager Gallicus, the objeft of the war ; and one of the prretors was entrulled with
the defence of Tufcany. Atilius, the other conful, had failed to Sardinia, with a view
of conquering the barbarians of that iflaiid.

VOL. li. z z 2. It
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a. II importe pen de lavoir par quelle route les barbares vinrent fondre

fur I'Etrurie, qu'ils avoient choifie pour le premier theatre de la guerre. Le

preteur etoit naturellement polle aupres d'Arezzo, la grande place d'armes

des Remains dans la Tofcane. Si ks Gaulois ont fuivi la route de la mer,

ils peuvent avoir trompe fa vigilance ; s'ils prirent celle de Bologne et du

Valdimuo-ello *, ce commandant, trop foible pour les attaquer, fe fera vu

oblif^e de les laiifcr ravager et piller impunement les riches paturages de la

Tofcane f. Us y lirent un butin immenfe en troupeaux et en efclaves.

Fiers de marcher fur ks u-aces de kur ancetres, ils oferent pouffer jufqu'a

Clufiion, fur la grande route de la capitale. Ce fut la qu'ils apprirent la

nouvelle que le preteur, quiavoitpeut ecre re^udes renforts, ks pourfuivoit

;i crrandes journees, lis firent volte face pour aller a fa rencontre, et deja. le

foir du premier jour de marche, les deux armees fe trouverent en prefence.

Chacun yfortifia fon camp. Si nous fuivons la route de Clufium a ArezzOy

dans la Valdichiana, nous trouverons ks villages de Lucignano et de Sina-

luno-a a une diftance afiez convenabk J. Les Remains avoient pris un pofte

excellent ; et ces barbares, malgre kur impetuofite, fongerent plutot a le

kur faire abandonner qu'a les y attaquer. Ils partirent avec toute I'infante-

rie.

2. It is not material to determine by what route the barbarians penetrated into

Etruria which they thought fit to render the firll theatre of the war. The prxtor had

naturally pofted himfelf near to Arezzo, the principal fortrefs of the Romans in Tuf-

canv. If they marched by the fea-fide, the Gauls might have deceived his vigilance ;

if they purfued the road of Bologna and Valdimugello *, the general muft have been

too weak to refift them, and therefore felt the neceffity of allowing them to ravage

with impunity the rich Tufcan paflures f- They got polTeffion of an immenfe booty

in cattle and flaves. Proud of following the footfteps of their auceftors, they advanced

to Clnfium, on the ftraight road to the capital. There they heard that the prsetor, who

had perhaps received a reinforcement, purfued them by forced marches. They changed

their direftion, in order to meet him ; and on the evening of the firft day's march, the

two armies were in fight of each other. Both fides fortified their camp. If we exa-

mine the road by Oufium to Arezzo in the Valdichiana, v/e fhall find the villages of

Lucignana and Sinalunga fituated at a convenient diftance \. The Romans had occupied

an excellent camp ; and the barbarians, notwithltaiuling their impttuofity, thought

it wifer to withdraw them from it by ftratagem, than to diflodge them by force. They

• LitteraCrit. p. 37. t td. p. 39. J Id. 54.

marched
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TIC, laifTerent des feux allumes pour tromper les Remains, ct Iciir cavaleric

pour les harcekr, et les attirer infcnfiblement a I'endroic ou ils les attend-

cient. Le preceur donna dans le piege, et paya fa crcdulitc d'une defaite

fanglante. II fe redra avec difficuke fur une hauteur, ou il fe defendir

jufqu'a I'arrivee du conful Emilius, qui avoit force de marches et paflc

I'Apennin. Sa prefence fauva le preteur, en les Gaulois ne fongercnc plus

qu'a mettre leur butin en furete, et a faire leur retraite le long de la mcr.

Ce recit eft clair, et fi Cafaubon avoit aufll bien pris le fens de Polybe que

M. Gauzzefi, le texte de ce grand hift"orien n'ofFriroit plus de difficultcs

geographiques. II avoit dit de la retraite de Gaulois, rToiTis-a/afVoi- rtii.

\iTToy(uic)Wi^ u; cTTi TToXiv f«i(roXav. Si on le traduit Fajiilas tendutit, on fait

faire aux Gaulois une marche prefque incroyable, et une manoeuvre ridicule,

puifqu'elle fuppofe que les Romains pourfuivirent leur cavalerie foixante

milles, fans la mettre en deroute. Ces embarras aligmentent, lorlqu'on a

conduit les Gaulois jufqu'a FieJuLey et au pied de I'Apennin ; et corpme on

ne conceit point comment ils ont pu retrograder jufqu'a Tclamon, on prend

le parti avec Cluvier, de preferer I'autot-ite d'Orofe a celle de Polybe, et de

fuppofer que la derniere bataille s'eft dohrife aupres d'Arezzo. I^ourquoi ne

pas rendre w; im (pxi<r\jXxi/ verfus F,r/idas, du cote de Fajiila^ felon la fig

-

nification

marched with their whole mfantry, left their fires burning to deceive the ko;iians, as welV

as their cavalry, who might continually harafs them until they were dra\vn"to the place to

which they wilhed to decoy them . The prastor fell into the fnare, and was puniflied for

his credulity by a bloody defeat. He with much diiUeulty retired to an eminence, and de-

fended himfelf till the arrival of the conful Emilius, who by forced marches had pafled the
Apennines. His arrival faved tlie prxtor; and the Gauls now thought only of fecuring

their booty, and making their retreat along the fea coall. The narrative of Polybius is

clear; and if Cafaubort had taken the fenfe of the paflage as well as Mr. Guazzefi, the te.\t

of this great hillorian woulcl noloriger'contaih aiiy geograpliicaf difiic'ii/ties.' He fays of
the retreat of the Gauls, nt!ii:5-a,uEvo'i tw J;ro;^a--,;(riy i-f sji wo?iv ^aiJcAxi'. If we tranf-,

late the words Fsfulas tendutit we fiippofe 'the Cauls to perform a niarch al'moft in-

credible, and to make a movement altogetlier abfurd, fince'it implies that th'eRomani
purfued their cavalry fixtyjrdks without p'u'ttir.gthfnV to tT' ; voute.' Tl.efc di'iTi -'-.Itics'

are Tncreafed when we fpllo\rthe Gauls' to ra;fu'.- <

''
.' ^.j .

and as it is impoffiblc to ur.derllaiid floVthcy can rcifcatlo Tclamon, vvc adopt ti'i;

opinion cf Cluverius, in preferring' on this occahon the authority of Oroiius to' tii.-.c

of Polybius, and fuppofmgj that, tlie laft- battle was fought near to' Arezzo. Why
fliould not the words ii .-t. (fxictXa^ iirfus F^tjulas be iranllatcd in the dircFtion 'cf

z z 2 FjtfulJ!t
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nlfication la plus naturelle, et la conftrudion la plus facile ? Les Gauiios

fuivirent done la route de Clufium a F^/uU, mais on pent penier qu'ila

s'etoient a peine malques, derriere cette chaine de caUines, qui fepare la Sei-

gneurie de Florence, du territoire de Sienne, lorfque I'affaire s'engagea. Grace

a cette idee heureufe de M. Guazzefi, le iyfleme entier de cette carnpagne,

fe devoile ii nos yeux *. Les Romains fe retirerent llir unc de ces collinesj

et ce fut en faifant pafler quelques coureurs a travers les bois qui les cou-

vroient, qu'ils communiquerent au conful leur fituation.

Eourquoi les barbares preferent ils le chemin des cotes, a celui du Valdi-

mugello, qui ecoit beaucoup plus court ? Pourquoi n'ont ils pas traverfe le

pays en droiture, pour arriver a I'embouchure de I'Arne, etpour cotoycr en

fuite jufqu'aux gorges de la Valdmagra ? II eft toujours certain que le Pore

de Telamon eft plus pres de Rome que les montagnes de Sienne. A1.

Guazzefi repond tres bien a ces difficultes, parks changeniens que le terns

a apportes au pays, et par I'ignorance oii nous Ibmmes, fi cette route n'etoic

pas la feule praticable pour une armee, pail a preference que les Gaulois.

donnoient a la plaine, ou ils pouvoient faire agir leur cavalerie nombreufe, et

par I'efperance defc fervir des vaiiTeaux corfaires Liguriens et Gaulois, pour

tranfporter

Pdefula, according to the moil natural fignification and the eafieft conftru£Hon ? The
Gauls theti purfued the road from QuGum to Fxfulae, but had fcarcely concealed

themfelvts behind the chain of hills which feparates the Duchy of Tufcany from the

diftrift of Sierma, when they were obliged to come to an engagement. Thanks to the

happy difcovery of Mr. Guazzefi, the whole plan of the campaign is unravelled *.

The Romans retired to one of thofe hills ; and by difpatching couriers acrofs the

thick woods by which they were covered, communicated the news of their fituation to

the conful.

Why did the Barbarians prefer the road by the coaft to that of Valdimugello,.

which is far fliorter ? Why did they not traverfe the country in a right line, in order

to arrive at the mouth of the Arno, and then follow the coaft to the openings of the

hills of Valdimagra ? We are fure that Port Telamon is' nearer than the mountains

of Sienna to Rome. Mr. Guazzefi well explains thefe difficulties, by the changes

which time has efle£led in the nature of the country, and by our ignorance whether this

route was not the only one prafticable for an army \ by the preference given by the Gauls

to the plain country, where they could a^il themfelves of their numerous cavalry,

and by the iiope of meeting with piratical veffels belonging to their own nation or the

• Y.Surtout IJttera Crit. p. 41— 58.

Liguria-'is^



H PIECES DFTACHE'ES.

tranfporter tout kur butin, fans danger et fans difficulte. Mais je crois

qu'il faiit pcnetrer jiifqu'aux reflbrts qui ont fait mouvoir lesconfeils Gaulois,

pour bien apprecier une condiiice qui paiTe de la fureur au decouragement,

qui menace la capitale, et qui ne cherche fes ennemis que pour fe retirer de

devant eux, aprci avoir gouce les premices de la viftoire. Lcs Gaulois

etoicnt gouverncs en elfet par deux efprits tres differens. Les peuples Ci-

falpins nc fentoient que trop, qu'une pareiile guerre ne pouvoit finir que

par leur dcftruftion, ou celle de Remains. lis combattoient avec cctte

arcleur qu'infpirent ks plus grands interets ; mais ils ne trouvoient point la

mcme fa<;on de penfer dans les Gejat.e \tms allies. Ces troupes, qui

ctoient moins une nation, qu'un corps d'avanturiers raflembles de pluficurs

peuples differens, n'avoient ci'autre motif pour paiTer les Alpes, que I'efpe-

rance du butin, et ne fongeoient qu'a conferver ce butin par une prompte

retraite, fans s'expofer davantage dans une guerre qui leur ccoit etrangere.

Ce fuc Anocrefte leur chef, qui ouvrit le premier cet avisi et dans I'igno-

rance generale ou Ton etoit de la geographie ipeculative, des barbares qui ne

connoiflbient ni le pays, ni la langue du pays, ne pouvoient fe guider que

par le cours des rivieres dent les torrens fe frayent ordinairement un chemia

dans les vallons les moins difficiles. lis fe trouvoient alors vers le fourcc de

rOmbro, et comme cette riviere coule du cote du Sud-Oueft, ils s'etoient

rap-
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Ligurians, in which tliey might tranfport their booty without difficulty or danger. But I

believe it will be necefiary to penetrate into the motives by which the Barbarians were

aftuated, before we can fairly appreciate their condu£l in pafling from fury to difmay ;

and in marching up to their enemies, merely that they might fly before diem, efpecialiy

after they had juft tafted the fweets of victory. The Gallic army was governed by two
principles extremely different. The Cifalpine nations perceived that fuch a war could

only terminate in their own deftruftion or that of the Romans. They fought like

men, who had their deareft interefts at flake ; but their allies the Gcfata: were not

animated by a fimilar fpirit. Thefe troops were not a nation, but ratlier an afleni-

bJage from different nations, who had paffcd the Alpj merely for the fake of plunder,

and who wifhed to fecure their booty by a fpeedy retreat, without longer expofmg

their perfons in a war which did not concern them. Tiieir leader Anocreftes was the

firft who propofed this meafure ; and as the age was ignorant of the prliiciples of geo-

graphy, and the Barbarians were unacquainted both with the country and die language,

hey could only fhape their route by the courfe of thofe rivers which, fweUed to tor-

rents, had forced their pnflage through the lead obftruded vallies. Tliey were then

near the fource of the Umbro ; and as that river flows from the fouth-weft, they mud
I have
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rapproches de Rome; lorfqu'ils etoient parvenus a fon embouchure aupres

du Port dfi Telamon. Si les Cifalpins, qui connoiflToient le mieux ce pays,

ne le quitcoient qu'avec peine ; on peut foupconner qu'ils proficerent avec

plaifir de cetce circonftance.

J'aidit qu'ils luiverent rOmbro jufquM fon embouchure, quoique le Port

de Telamon foic a dix huit milles plus prcs de Rome. Mais on fait par un

paffage des ftratagemes de Frontin, que ce fut aupres de C^lonia qu'ils de-

fcendirent dans la plaine, ct que les Boii jetterent dix milles hommes dans

un bois aupres de cet endroit. Le conful /Emilius decouvrit rembufcade,

et les talila en pieces. Les critiques qui ne connoiflbient point cette Coloniay

ont voulul'expliquer, ou la corriger a leur maniere. Colonia, nominee Co-

lnni/iata (.hns le moyen age, et la Colofinri kpreftn^:, n'eft qu'un village du

territoire de Grofietto entre. I'embouchure de I'Ombro et le lac Caftiglione

ou Aprilis *. Voila le lieu de la bataille. Le Port Telamon, endroit bien

plus connu, lui a donne fon nom.

On fait que le conful .^imilius fuivit toujours I'armee des barbs res, fans

vouloir engager une bataille, et que par un hazard fingulier, forhcoliegue Ati-

lius, qui avoit debarque fon armee a Fife, et qui reveiioit a Rome par la

voye Aurelienne, rencontrafans s'en douter, I'avant garde des Gaulois; que

le

have approached Rome, as they came to its mouth near Port Telamon, If the Cif.il-

pine Gauls, who were better acquainted with the country, were loath to leave it

;

there 13 reafoii to think that they would with pleafure avail themfelves of this circum-

ftance.

I fay that they followed the courfe of the Umhro till they came to its mouth,

although Port Telamon be eighteen miles nearer to Rome. But we learn from a

paffage of Frontinus's Stratagems, that they entered the plain at Colonia ; and that the

Boii polled ten thoufand men in a wood in that neighbourhood. The conful -Emilius

difcovered the ambulh, and cut the enemy in pieces Critics, to whom the name of,

Colonia was unknown, have endeavoured in their ufual way to explain or corre£l: it.

This place, now Colonna, was called Columnata in the middle ages ; it is a village in
_

the territory of GrofTetto, between the mouth of the Umbro and Lake Caftiglione, or

Aprilis *
•, and was the fcene of the battle, which derives its name from Port Telamon,

a place far better known.

Hiftory informs us, that the conful ^^Emilius continued to follow the army of the

Barbarians without venturing to provoke them to a battle ; and that, by a lingular

chance, his colle.igue Aiilius, who had difembarked his army at Pifa, unexpe£tcdly

* Littaa Grit. p. 77—87.

fell
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le combat s'tngagea, et que le confiil y fut tue, mais qu'j^milius, qui les

attaquoic de fon cote, remporta une vidoire complette, ct que I'armee

enticre des barbares perit dans cctte bataille, qui porta le coup mortel a la

liberte des Gaulois en de^a des Alpes. De routes ces circonftances, il n'y a

que la furpriie d'Atilius qui me paroic inconcevable. II n'avoit pn

quitter la Sardaigne fa province, fans les ordres du fenat, et parmi fes in-

ftruclions, il .avoit certainement celui de s'informer des mouvemens de I'enne-

mi, et de ceux de fon collegue, pour agir de concert avec lui. Cette tache

s'executoit d'elle meme dans un pays ami, oii la defolation du peuple et la

fuite des payfans, lui annoncoient aflez I'approche des barbares. Quoiqu'il en

foit, quand je vols les Gaulois pris en front et par derriere, par deiix

armees Romaines qui arrivent de deux cotes oppofes, cctte marche m'a plu-

tot I'air d'un projet tres bien entendu, que d'une negligence apeine concevable.

M. Guazzefi croit qu'anciennement la Tofcane avoit beaucoup de forets

que le territoires de Cortone, d'Arezzo, et de Fefule en etoient couverts.

On connoit I'etendue de la foret Ciminienne. II y en avoit aupres de Clu-

fell in with their vanguard
; that a battle enfued, in which that conful was ilain

;

while ^milius, on his fide, having alfo attacked die enemy, obtained a complete
viaory, deftroyed the whole Barbarian .army, and gave the mortal wound to the
liberty of the Cifalpine Gauls. Of all thofe circumftances, I find moR difhculty in
underftanding the furprife of Atilius. He could not have left his province of Sardinia
without the orders of the fenate. His inftruaions mu/t have required him to gain
information, both of the motions of the enemy and of thofe of his colleagues, in con-
cert with whom he was to a^. This duty was eafily performed in a friendly country
where the confternation of the people and the flight of the peafants loudly proclaimed
the approach of the Barbarians. In whatever manner this may be explained, the
Gallic army, attacked in front and rear by two Roman confuls, advancing in contrary
diredions, will always, in my opinion, wear the afpeft of a well-combined projedV,
rather than of a mihtary negled, hardly conceivable. ***##,*,=^

Mr. Guazzefi is of opinion that Tufcany formerly abounded in forefts ; and that the
diftrias of Cortona, Arezzo, and Fxfulre were entirely covered with them. The
extent of the Ciminian wood is well known. In the year of the city 444, Livy tells us,

• Littera Crit. g. 59 - 64.

•'^ that
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/turn, A. U. C. 444, felon Tite Live. Dans les guerres Puniques Ics

Romains tiroient leurs bois de conftruflion, des pays de RuJelLr^ de Perugia

ec de Clufmni; et on fait que les territoires de Sienne, de Volaterra, et

celiii de Populoniutn, ou Ton travailloic le fer de I'lfle A'Elba avoient

beaucoup de bois. Flavius Vopifciis marque que du terns d'Aurelien,

ley en avoit beaucoup aupres de la voye Aurelienne, et Strabon I'affirme

de toute la Tofcane. Pour peu qu'on creufe dans la Valdichiana, on

trouve des arbres d'une grandeur demefuree, qui font devenus foffiles.

Faut il encore en appeller aux anciens noms de ce pays, la Farneta, Albe-

rojo, Frajfineto, Cereto, la Selve, et a. I'obligation que ces communautes

rednrent jufqu'a I'onzieme fiecle, de livrer les fangUers tous les ans a leurs

feigneurs ?

that there was a foreft near Clufium. During the Punic wars, the Romans brought

their timber for fliip-building from Rufellx, Perugia, and Clufium ; and wood abounded

in the territories of Sienna, Volaterra, and Populonium, whofe inhabitants wrought the

iron from the ifland of Elba. Flavius Vopifcus obferves, that in the time of Aurelian

there was a great quantity of wood near the Aurelian way ; and Strabo extends the

remark to all Tufcany. By digging into the Valdichiana, even near the furface, the

workmen flill find trees of a prodigious fr/e, which are now petrified. Need we

appeal to the ancient names and epithets of the couiitry, la Farneta, Alherofi, Frajfi-

netto, Cereto, la Selve ; or to the obligations inipofed on the communities in thofe parts,

as late as the eleventh century, of furnilhing yearly to their lords a certain number cf

wild boars ?
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N° VII.

Sur les Triomphes des Romains.

a Rome, le z8 N'ovembre 1764.

OMULus fe vlt blentot force de .prendre les armes contre les pctites cites

des Sabins, que renlevement de leurs filles n'avoicque trop juftement

irrites contre Ion etat nailfant. Acron, roides Cininiens, fut la premiere vic-

time des armes Romaines. II tomba fous les coups de Romului, et Ton

peuple fut trop heureux de fe perdre dans la nouvelle colonic. Le vainqueur

voulut jouir des premices de fa gloire. Chaflant devant lui des trouueaux et

des prifonniers, fuivi des compagnons de fa victoire, et entoure de I'alle'^refrc

publique, il rentra dans fa ville, et monta fur le Mont Capitolin, pour de-

pofer dans un temple qu'il y avoit dedie a Jupiter Feretius, fa reconnoiffancc

ct fes trophees. Par cette ceremonie, il aflbcia pour jamais dans I'efprit de

fes Romains la religion et la vertu m.ilitaire. Ce fut la I'origine des

triomphes, infiitution qui devint dans lajiiite, la cauje principal de la grandeur

de Rome *. Trois cens vingt de ces triomphes J la conduifirent a ce faite de la

* Montefquieu Grandeur et Decadence des Romains, C. i. p. z.

X Onuphr. Panvin. de Triumphis. II a pris ce nombre dans Orofe.

grandeur.

N' VII.

Upon the Triumphs of the Romans.

Rome, iSth November 17(54.

ROMULUS was foon obliged to take arms againft the little cities of the Sabines, whom
the rape of their daughters had jiiftly provoked againft his rifing ftate. Acron,

king of the Cininians, was the firft victim of Roman valour. He fell by the hand of

Romulus ; and his fubjedts had the good fortune to be allowed to unite with the new
colony. The conqueror was eager to reap the firft fruits of his glory. Driving before

him herds and prifoners, and attended by the companions of his victory, he entered the

city amidft public acclamation, and afcended the Capitoline hill, in order to depofit

his trophies and his gratitude in the temple which he had dedicated to Jupiter Fcre-

trius. By this ceremony, military virtue was for ever alTociated with religion in the

imagination of the Romans. Such was the origin of the triumph, an injlltution -which

proved theprincipal caufe of the greatneft of Rome \. Three hundred and twenty triumphs %

t Montefquieu on the Greatnefs and Decline of the Romans.
§ Onuphr. Panvin. on Triunphs. The number is taken from Orofius.

VOL. u. 3 A raifcd



3^2 RECUEIL de met OBSERVATIONS,

grandeur, ou elle fe trouva fous rempire de Vefpafieru Je vais hazarder

quelques reflexions lur le droit de triomphe, fur le chemin que luivoienc

les triomphatcurs, et fur le fpeftacle lui meme.

Le droit de (riomphe peut s'envifager de trois mani^res differentes.

I. L'autorite qui raccordoit : a. les perfonnes a qui on I'accordoitj et,

3. les raifons pour lefquelles on I'accordoit.

I. Je penfeque les rois, dont l'autorite etoit aulTi independante furle mili-

taire, qu'elle etoit b6rnee dans le civH, rentroient dans la ville en triomphe,

toutes les fois qu'ils s'en croyoient dignes, et qu'ils fe decernoient eux

memes cet honneur que leur predecelTeur avoit inftitue. Apres I'expulfion

de Tarquin, le fenat, deja le confeil du prince et de la nation, devint encore

I'arbitre des recompenfes militaires*. II accorde a Valerius Publicola I'honneur

du triomphe pour cette vidloire remportee fur les Tarquins, dans laquelle

Brutus perdit la vie. Depuis cette epoque, le triomphe acquit un prix reel

aux yeux de quiconque connoiflbit la veritable gloirc; Cette ceremonie

n'ctoit plus une vaine pompe qui eblouiflbit la populace : un conful y

trouvoit deformais le plus beau de tous les eloges, I'approbation de nos

egaux, et de nos emules. Quelques uns des fenateurs avoient eux memes

obtenu

raifed her to that exaltation, which {he had attained under the reign of Vefpafian. I

venture to fubmit the following refledlions on the right of triumph, the road through

which it proceeded, and the fliow itfelf.

The right of triumph may be confidered under three afpeQs. i. The authority by

which it was conferred j 2. the perfons upon whom ; and, 3. the reafons for which

it was granted.

I. Under the royal government, I fliould fuppofe that the kings, whofe authority

was as independent in military as it was limited in civil affairs, entered the city in

triumph, whenever they thought themfelves entitled to that honour ; and thus dif-

penfed in their own favour the benefits of an inftitution which had been eftabliflied by

their predeceflbr. After the expulfion of Tarquin, the fenate, which had been the

council of the prince, and was now that of the nation, naturally aflumed the power of

difpenfing military rewards *. The fenate conferred on Valerius Publicola the honour

of a triumph for having defeated the Tarquins in that battle in which Brutus was flain.

From this sera, the triumph poffefled a real value in the opinion of all acquainted with

true glory. This ceremony was no longer a vain fhow, fitted merely to dazzle the

populace ; but a folemnity in which a meritorious conful found the bed of all pane,

gyrics j the praife of his equals and of his rivals. Some fenators had attained, many

* Tit. Liv, L. ii. Dionyf. Halicarn. L. v.

of
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obtenu cette gloire, il y en avoit peu qui ii'y afpiraflent. Tous intercflt'S a

ne point avilir un honneur qui etoit le leur, ils jugeoient le candidat avec unc

feverite falutaire pour I'etat, et glorieufe pour lui meme. Le feuat regard

-

oit ce droit comme la plus belle de fes prerogatives : il le conferva jufqu'aux

derniers jours de la republique, et parut le conferver jufqu'au plus bas terns

dt I'empire. II eutune fois la douleur de s'en voir prive, et de fcntir encore

qu'il meritoit de le perdre. L'an de Rome 305, Valerius et Horatius, ces

deux conluls qui avoient chafle les Decemvirs, remporterent deux viftoires

compkttes fur les Volfques, les Eques, et les Sabins j mais leur conduite

trop populaire, et leur ardeur a pourfuivre les Decemvirs, leur avoient

attire la haine des chefs du fenat, qui plaignoient leurs coupables parens,

quoiqu'ils deteftaflent leurs forfaits. Le fenat refufa aux confuls le triomphe

qu'ils demandoient *, et donna cet exemple fi pernicieux dans un etat libre,

celui de diftribuer les graces militaires felon le parti que fuivent les Gene-

raux dans les affaires policiques. Un tribun appella au peuple de cette in-

juftice, et ce peupk fut charme d'etendre fes droits en recompenfant fes

favoris. Valerius et Horatius triompherent fans le confentement du fenat

:

mais le peuple, content de fa vidloire, rendit au fenat le droit qu'il s'etoit

of them afplred to, the triumph ; and as all of them felt an intereft In keeping untar-

riflied an honour which was in feme meafure their own, they judged the candidate

with a feverlty as falutary for the ftate as glorious for himfelf. The fenate confidered

this right as its moft precious prerogative; preferved it in reality to the lad days of the

republic ; and affe£led to prefei-ve it to the lateft times of the empire. It once had the

pain to fee itfelf divefled of this right, and to feel that it juftly merited the punifhment.

In the year of Rome 305, Valerius and Horatius, the two confuls who had abolifhed

the Decemvirate, gained two complete victories over the Volfci, the Equi, and the

Sabines ; but their condu£t too partial to the populace, and their eagernefs in profc-

cuting the Decemvirs, drew on them the hatred of the leaders of the fenate, who pitied

their unfortunate kinfmen, at tlie fame time that they detefled their crimes. The
fenate refufed to thefe confuls the honour of a triumph *

; aftbrding therein an example

highly pernicious in a free ftate, of being influenced in the diftribution of military

favours by the party which the generals take in politics. In confequence of this injuf-

tice, a tribune appealed :o the people, who feized with pleafure die opportunity of at

once rewarding their favourites, and of extending their own power. Valerius and

Horatius triumphed without the confent of the fenate ; to which, however, the people

reftored a prerogative, which tljey tlicmfelvcs had iifurped on this particular occaCon.

Tit. Liv. I,, iii, Dionyf. Hariicarn. L. xi.

3 A 2 I am
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arroge dans cette occafion. Je crois que ce corps habile, qui a eu des

fiecles de iagelie et dcs momens de pafTion, chercha dans I'impartialite et la

prudence de fts dccrets, raffermiflement d'une autorite aufTi precaire, et

que I'etat profita de its craintes. II devoit craindre en etfet la decifion

d'une queftion delicate fur la conftitudon. Puifque les arrets du peuple pou-

voient deroger aux droits les mieux reconnus du fenat, ce fenat qu'etoit-il, fi

non une commifTion etablie park peuple, alaquelle 11 avoit delegue I'exercice

de fcs droits, qu'il ctoit toujours le maitre de reprendre ? Le parti patri-

cien en auroit voulu faire les reprefentans de fon ordre, comme les cornices

dcs tribus I'etoient de celui des plebeiens. Selon ces principes, ces deux

corps fe reuniflbient pour former la republique ; mais chacun y avoit fes

droits facres et invlolables. Le confentement du fenat ouvroit les portes

au char du triomphateur ; mais il dependoit encore du peuple de I'arreter.

Tout commandement militaire fe perdoit en paflant le Pofnxrium. Generaux

au dehors, les confuls n'etoient que magiftrats dans une ville, qui ne'con-

noiflbit de force que celle des loix. Cependant le triomphateur rentroit

a la tete de fes legions, revetu de fon caradtere militaire. Pour concilier

la gloire du chef, et le refpeft qu'on devoit aux loix, le fenat propofoit tou-

jours au peuple delui continuer le commandement militaire, pendant le jour

dc

I am not ignorant that this politic council, which had ages of wifdom and only mo-

ments of paflion, endeavoured, by the impartiality and prudence of its decrees, to con-

firm its precarious authority ; and that the pubHc at large profited by its fears. It

could not indeed but fear the decifion of a delicate queftion refpe£ting its own con-

flitution. Since the decrees of the people fuperfeded the beft eftablifhed rights of the

fenate, in what other light could that fenate be regarded, but as a commiffion dele-

gated by the people, for the purpofe of exercifmg rights, whicli thofe who had con-

ferred them might at pleafure refume .? The patrician party were glad to have the

fenate confidered as tlie reprefentatives of their own order, as tlie comitia tributa re-

prefented the plebeians. Agreeably to this principle, thefe two bodies united compofed

the commonwealth ; but each of them apart enjoyed its facred and inviolable rights.

The confent of the fenate opened the gates to the triumphal car ; but the people were

entitled to ftop its career. Upon entering the Pomserium, all military command

ceafed ; and the confuls, who were generals abroad, became fimple magiftrates in

Rome 5 which acknowledged no other authority than that of the laws. Yet the tri-

umphant general returned at the head of his legions, and continued to appear in a mi-

litary character. To reconcile refpe£l for the laws with the glory due to conquerors,

the fenate always propofcd continuing the general in his command duruig the day of

6 his
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de fon triomphe, L'aflembiee dcferoit piefque toujours a I'autorite des.

peres, mais elle pouyoit la rejetterj et on I'a vu prete a ufcr de fon droit

pour arreter le triomphe de Paul Emile.

a. Pour ofer demander le triomphe il falloit avoir eu le commandement.

La diiciplinc des Romains n'auroic jamais permis qu'un tribun, ou qu'ua

lieutenant, fe prefentat au fcnat pour y demander le prix qu'il avoit meritc

par fes fervices ; qu'avoit il pu meriter ce fubakerne, lui dont les vertus

n'etoient que la valeur et I'obciffance ? C'etoit a fon chef a les recompenfer..

Cecte idee de la fubordination ctoit portee fi loin, que le general jouiflbit de

la gloire dc fes lieutenants les plus eloignes *, et qu'ilsetoient cenfes nevaincre

que par les ordres qu'il avoit donnes f. C'eft ainfi que les empereurs, fculs

chefs de la milice, fe refcrverent feuls les honneurs du tiiomphe pour

les vidtoires que leur genie remportoit a la fois fur le Rhin et fur I'Eu-

phrate. On s'apper^oit encore ici de I'aflbciation conftante parmi les Ro-
mains, de la religion et de la politique. Le peuple en confiant a fes mao-i-

ftrats le commandement fupreme, lui confioit le droit de prendre les

aufpices, et d'interroger la fortune publique de la nation. Ce caradirere

facre les mettoit (pour m'exprimer ainfi) en liaifon avec les dieux de la

republique.

his triumph. The people ufually acceded to this propofal ; which they were entitled,

however, to rejed ; and which they had nearly rejected, in order to hinder the tri-

umph of Paulus Emilias.

2. Thofe only could demand a triumph who had been invefted with fupreme com-
mand. The difcipline of the Romans would never have allowed a tribune or a lieu-

tenant, to apply to the fenate for the reward of his fervices. What reward could a

fubaltern deferve, whofe only virtues were thofe of valour and obedience ; virtues

which it was the duty of his general to remunerate. The principle of military fubordi-

nation was carried fo far, that a commander in chief appropriated the glory of his

niofl: diftant lieutenants '', who were confidered as indebted for their fuccefs merely to

the orders which he had given to them f . The emperors therefore, as fole heads of the

army, were alone entitled to triumph for the vi£tories which their genius had obtained,

at the fame time on the Rhine and the Euphrates. On this occafion, alfo, we may
perceive the perpetual connexion, among the Romans, of religion and policy. The
people, in conferring the fupreme command, conferred with it the right of taking the

aufpices, and of interrogating the gods, concerning tlie fortune of the ftate. This

t See the Abbe Bleterie's DilTertation on the title Iraperator. Mtm. de I'Acidem. des
Belles Lettres, tome xxi.
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•republique. Eux, et eux feuls, pouvoicnt les interroger, et les folliciter par

des vceux, que I'etat ecoit oblige de remplir, II n'y avoit done qu'eux, a

qui il convenoit de leur oftrir des aftions de graces, lorfque ces dieux avoient

exauce leurs prieres, et d'apporter a leurs pieds les depouilles des ennemis

€t les trophees de kurs vicloires. Dans la theologie toute martiale des Re-

mains, on ne pouvoit leur prefenter des ofFrandes plus agreables.

Dans les premiers fiecles, les confuls etles preteurs reuniflbient facilement

des campagnes qui ne confiftoient qu'en quelques jours de marche, fuivis

d'lin combat, avec I'adminiftration politique. Mais lorfque la republique

etoit forcee de fe defendre etd'attaquer tout a lafois dans toutes les provinces

de ritalie, dans la Sicile, dans I'Efpagne et dans I'Afriquc, il falloit mul-

tiplier fes chefs, et continuer aux confuls etaux preteurs le meme commande-

ment, lorfque le terme de leur magiftrature etoit expire. Ces proconfuls et

propreteurs devinrent a la fin les feuls generaux de I'etat ; et quoique les

memes perfonnes exer^aflent les fondiions civiles et militaires, elles ne les

cxercoient plus en meme terns, effet naturel de I'etendue de I'empire, et de

la grandeur des affaires. Ces magiftrats extraordinaires, qui jouiffoient des

memes droits et des memes aufpices, que lorfqu'ils etoient confuls ou pre-

teurs, obtenoient toujours le triomphe, quand ils I'avQient merite. Pouvoit

on

facred prerogative eftabllfiied a peculiar connexion between the general and the gods

of his country. He alone could interrogate them, and folicit their favour by vows,

which the (late was bound to perform. When his prayers were heard, it belonged,

therefore, to him in particular, to demonilrate the public gratitude to the gods; and

to lay at their feet hodile fpoils and viftorious' trophies. To the martial fuperftition

of the Romans, no offerings could appear more acceptable.

In the firft ages of the republic, it was eafy for the confuls and prsetors to unite with

their civil funftions the management of campaigns, which confifted only in marches of

a few days, immediately followed by a battle. But when Rome was obliged to ad^

both ofFenfively and defenfively, in all the provinces of Italy ; in Sicily, Spain, and

Africa r it became neceffary to increafe the number of generals, and to extend the mi-

litary command of the confuls and prsetors beyond the term affigned for their civil

authority. Thefc proconfuls and propraetors finally became the only generals of the

ftate -, and in confequence of the weight of afEiirs which increafed with the extent of

the empire, although the fame perfons continued to exercife both civil and military

fundions, yet they ceafed to exercife them fimultaneoufly. Thefe extraordinary ma-

giftrates, who enjoyed the fame facred prerogatives as when they were confuls and

prstors, were entitled alfo to demand a triumph, when their eiploiis merited that

honour.
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on en cffet fletrir leurs lauricrs, parceque la diftance des lieux ct -la difficulte

de la guerre, nc Icur avoient pas permis de la terminer dans une feule cam-

pagne. Mais pendant la feconde guerre Punique, le jeune Scipion vint

demander ce triomphe qu'il avoit fi bien merite, en vengeant la mort de fes

oncles, et en rendant a la republiqiie la grande province d'Efpagne. Sa

fjtuation ecoit fingiiliere comme fes exploits. Sa propre hardieffe etla faveur

du peuple, I'avoient eleve au commandement a. I'age de vingt quatre ans. II

etoit general fans avoir ete magiftrat. II paroiiroit dangereux d'accoutumer

les favoris du peuple a meprifer les emploisde I'etat, eta s'ouvrir des voyes

plus abregees. En lui refufant le triomphe, on protcftoit en faveur des

maximes meme qu'on avoit violees j on faifoit fentir au peuple combieu

etoient difFcrentes fes loix et fon autorice, et Ton refroidiflbit les defirs

tcmeraires que le focces de Scipion auroit excites, en feparant le prix de la

gloire de celui de I'ambition. Le fenat prit le parti de la fagelTe et de la

difcipline ; et le vainqueur fe foumit a fon refus. Ce decret fonde fur des

raifons qu'on fentit plutot qu'on ne les enonga, s'introduifit dans la jurif-

prudence des triomphes ; ct il parut conftant que le fenat n'en avoit jamais

accorde ^ ceux qui n'etoient point magiftrats : I'exemple de Scipion fembloit

decider de I'avenir. Dans le fens propre, ce decret n'ouvroit le triomphe

qu'a

honour. It would have been unjuft Indeed to debar them from this reward, and to

blall their laurels, becaufe the diltance of the province and the difficulty of the war

had prevented them from terminating it in a fingle campaign. During the fecond

Punic war, young Scipio demanded a triumph, which he had fairly earned, by

avenging the death of his uncles, and by recovering for the republic the great province

of Spain. His fituation was as fingular as his fcrvices. His own boldnefs and the

favour of the people had raifed him to fupreme command at the age of twenty-four.

He became a general without having ever been a magiftrate. It appeared dangerous

to accuftom the favourites of the people to defpife civil employments, and to open for

themfelves Ihorter roads to power. By refufing a triumph to Scipio, the Romans pro-

tefted in favour of maxims which themfelves had violated : the people were taught to

underftand that their authority was fubordinate to the laws ; ?;id that rafh ambition

was fuppreffed, which might too probably have been inflamed by the fuccefs of Scijiio

in feparating the reward of military glory from the honours of civil magiftracy. The

fenate maintained the caufe of wifdom and of difcipline ; and the conqueror fubmittcd

to their refufal. This decree, which was founded on reafons of ftate, ratber tclt dian

exprelTed, came to be confidered as the law of triumphs ; which the people never

granted to any but magifttates : the precedent in the cafe of Scipio was tlienceforth

1
decilive.



308 RECUEIL de mtj OBSERVATIONS,

qu'a ce\ix d'entre les confuls et les preteurs, a qui le fenat concinuolt I'exer-

cice de cette magiftrature qu'il leur avoit confiee ; mais je vois que I'uHige

et Ja raifon I'etendirent fans difficukc a cesjritoyens a qui I'autorite publique

accordoit le pouvoir de ces magiftratures *, qu'ils avoient une fois exercees, ec

que I'indulgence du fenat fupprimoit, pour ainfi dire, les annees qui s'etoient

ecoulees depuis I'expiration de leurs charges, ec les confideroit toujours

comme revetus du caraftcre qu'ils avoient une fois porte. J'ignore jufqu'a

quel point le icnat auroit pouiTe fon indulgence, et s'il eiit accorde le

iriomphe aux exploits d'un ancien preteur, par exemplc, revetu dcl'aucurite

proconfulaire. Je crois que ce fage confeil ne dccida point d'avance un cas

qui n'etoit pas arrive j et qu'il auroit juge felon les circonftances jufqu'a

un proconful, qui n'auroit jamais joui que de la derniere des magiftratures,

I'edilite. Cet edile, age au moins de trente huit ans, devoit etre connu depuis

vingt ans dans les troupes et dans la ville. II devoit avoir fait connoitre fes

talens et fon caradlere dans la quejlure, et fes principes de politique dans le

fenat. IVIais le fens et la lettre de ce dccret excluoient de I'honneur du

triomphe, tout particulier, tout chevalier Romain, qui auroit donne rexem-

* Je ne puis renvoyer qu'a The Live et aux Faftes du fixieme et feptieme fiecles de Rome.

pie

decifive. The ftri<n fenfe of this decree allowed a triumph only to thofe confuls and

prxtors whofe magiftracies had been prolonged by the people ; but both reafon and

cuftom extended this honour to citizens inverted by public authority with the power

belonging to offices f which they had formerly filled ; the indulgence of the fenate obli-

terating, as it were, the years which had elapfed fince the term of their employment,

and confidering them as ftill bearing a charadler which they had once honourably fuf-

tained. I know not how far the fenate extended this indulgence ; and whetlier it

allowed, for example, the triumph to a prsetor of a former year, when inverted with

proconfular authority. I am inclined to think that this wife council never anticipated

the decifions of cafes which had not aftually happened ; and that according to circum-

fl;ances it would have extended the right of triumph even to a proconful, who had

never held any other magirtracy than the xdilefhip. The aedile having attained at leafl

the age of thirty-eight, murt have been known for twenty years in the army and in the

city. His talents and his charafter might have been appreciated by his behaviour in

the qua;ftor{liip, and his political principles could not fail of being difcovcred in the

fenate. But both the letter and the fpirit of this decree excluded from triumphal honours

the fimple citizen or knight, that the laws might not be fufpended even in favour of

• I can pnly cite the authority of Livy and the Fafti of the lixth and feventh centuries of Rome.

the
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pie pernicieux cie faire deroger aux loix, en faveur mcme du merite le plus

diflingue. U ctablit fi bien I'honneur de ces loix et du triomphe, que Ic

peuple nc dlftribua plus fes graces, que felon I'ordre etabli. Je fais que le

jeune Pompee, encore chevalier, arracha au didateur Sylla les honneurs du

triomphe, dans ces tems malheureux ou les loix fe taifoient devant Ics par-

ciculiers trop puifians *. Si le I'cnat kii accorda enfuite une grace parcille,

Tautorite de Pompee et la faveur du peuple juftifioient aflcz une indulgence

qui ctoic fans confequence pour lui.

3. On fliit affez que le General viclorieux a fon retour a Rome, faifoic

aflembler le fenat dans un temple hors de I'enceinte des murs, et qu'il lui

cxpofoit fes precenfions au triomphe, en lui fournilfant en meme tems

desmemoires exafts de faviftoire, dont il etoit ob'ige de conftater la verite

par Ton ferment folemnel. La maniere dont Claudius Ncron et Livius Sali-

nator demanderent le triomphe pour leur vidtoire de Metaurus, etoit felon

Tite Live la forme ufitee de tous les Gcneraux. II fupplierent qu'on

rendit graces aux dieux, et qu'il leur fut permis d'entrer en ville en triomphe,

pour avoir adminiftre la republique avec courage et avec fidelice |. Je

penfe que cette condition, dont I'interprccation fe prctoit facilement a la

prudence et a I'equite des juges, etoit feule eflentielle, quoique plu-

fieurs

riie mod di(lingui{hed merit. The authority of thefe laws became fo thoroughly ella-

blllhed, that the people no longer fought to difpenfe their favours, but agreeably to the

order which they prefcribed. I know that young Pompey, while yet a fimple knight,

forced the didtator Sylla to grant him a triumph, at that unhappy crifis when the laws

were overwhelmed by the power of individuals *. Although the fenate afterwards be-

ftowed on him a fimilar power, the authority of Pompey, and the enthufiaftic admiration

of the multitude, juftified an indulgence which would not be conftrued into a precedent.

3. It is well known that the victorious general, at his return to Rome, aflem-

bled the fenators in a temple without the walls, and explained to them his jull pie-

tenfions to a triumph, by fupplying them with a written narrative of his vidtorv,

confirmed by a folemn oath. The form by which Claudius Nero and Livius Salinator

demanded a triumph for their victory at iNIctaurus was that employed b^' the Uibfe-

quent generals. They requefted that thanks might be rendered to tlie gods ; and that

they themfelves might be allowed to enter the city in triumph, for their faithful and

couragious management of the affairs of the republic f. I am of opinion that this con-

jition, which admitted of great latitude of interpretation from the prudence and equity

• Appian de Bell. Civil. L. i. Cicer. pro leg. M.ircil. f Tit. Liv. xxviii.

V«L. U. 38 cf
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fieiirs ecrivains y ayent fubftitue une multitude de petites loix, qui arretolent

les deliberations du lenat, et le mettoient a chaque inftant dans rimpuiflfance,

ou dans la neceffite d'accorder I'honneur du triomphe a ceux qui le folici-

toient *. Eux memes n'ont point pu decouvrir des loix dignes de ce nom

lacre. Celles qu'ils nous ont donnees, ne font appuyees que fur quelques

exemples particuliers, qui font detruits a leur tour par des exemples oppo-

fes; et Ton doit fentir que celui qui nie, detruit, d'un feul fait, toutes les

vraifemblances qu'on peut accumuler centre Im.

C'eft ainfi qu'ils ont ftatue qu'un General ne pouvoit pretendre au

triomphe, a moins que dans une feule bataille rangee, il n'eut fait perir cinq

mille des ennemis ; et a les entendre, cette feule condition remplie I'auto-

rifoit a le demander comme une recompenfe qui lui etoit due. J'ai ce-

- pendant de la peine a me perfuader que le fenat eut voulu s'aflujettir a juger

du merite, fur une regie auffi incertaine que le nombre des morts. Dans

combien d'occafions un General pouvoit-il rendre a la republique des

fervices, qui meritolent toute fa reconnoiflance, fans avoir fatisfait a ces

calculateurs fcrupuleux, qui mefurent le fang humain avec taut d'exaftitude ?

S'il avoit affaire aux peuples effemines de I'Orient, qui ofoient a peine fou-

tenir

of the judges, was the only one effential, ahhough feveral writers fuppofe a variety of

particular laws, which controlled the deliberations of the fenate, and compelled them

either to admit or to rejeft the pretenfions of thofe who demanded a triumph *. Yet

thofe writers have not been able to bring forward, on this fubje£l, any thing deferving

the facred name of a law. The particulars which they mention are inferred from a few

examples, the force of which is deftroyed by others direftly oppofite ; and they cannot

but oerceive that he who maintains the negative aeainft them, overturns, by a fingle

fad, all the probabilities which.they can accumulate.

They lay it down as a law of the triumph, that a general could not claim that

honour, who had not in a pitched battle killed five thoufand of the enemy ; and fup-

pofe that he was entitled to demand it, upon fulfilling this fingle condition, as the due

recompenfe of his merit. Yet it is not eafy to believe that in appreciating miUtary

fervices, the fenate fliould have been guided by a circumflance fo exceedingly uncertain

as the number of the (lain. On how many occafions might a general deferve the

warmefl; gratitude of the republic, without contenting thofe nice arithmeticians who

calculated the quantity of human blood with fuch fcrupulous accuracy ? If he carried

on war againft the effeminate nations of the Eaft, whofe cowardice was alarmed even by

* V. Onuphr. Panvin. de Trlumphis, et Appian in Lybicis.

6 the
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tenir Ic cii de guerre des legions, une. viftoire tres peu fanglante, pouvoit

lui livrer un royaume cntier. Un General fagement avare du fang dcs

citoyens, pouvoit penfer qu'une campagne favante et heureufe deployoic bien

mieux les takns militaires, que I'aveugle fortune d'un jour de combat. Scy

manoeuvres bien concertees et bien foutenues, pouvoient enlever a I'ennemi

toutes fes reflburces, fans lui laifler mcme celles d'une bataille, et le reduire

a la neceflite de mettre bas les amies, et de fe rendre avec une armee encore

entiere, et que les combats n'avoient point diminuce. Des places forcifices

parl'art ou par leur fituation, et defendues par une garnifbn intrepide plu-

tot que nombreufe, pouvoient offrir de toutes parts dcs obflacles dignes dc

toute la conftance des troupes, et de toute la fcience du General, qui aura

acheve par cette conquete, des guerres auffi onereufes pour la rcpublique,

qu'elles etoientpernicieufes aux provinces. Je ne cicerai que le dernier de

ces cas, et je ne rappellerai que I'exemple du fecond des Scipions qui

egala la reputation de fon oncle, fans avoir jamais vaincu Annibal, ec qui

triompha deux fois, fans avoir livre une feule bataille rangee. Les fieges de

Carthage etdeNumance lui valurent ces deux triomphes, et deux furnoms

encore plus glorieux. II ne feroit cependant pas poflible d'y trouver un

combat ou il ait pu perir cinq mille hommes. II y a mcme des auteurs

qui nous afiurent que ces Numantins qui oferent lutter avec tant de fucces et

dc

the war-diouts of the legions, a viflory almoft bloodlefs might put him in poffefllon

of a whole kingdom. A commander, fparing of the blood of his fellow- citizens

might think military talents more honourably difplayed in the (kill and fuccefs of a

campaign, than in the blind fortune and havock of a day of battle. His well-contrived

and well-executed movements might deprive the enemy of every refource, without ex-

cepting that of an engagement ; and compel them to furrender their arms and their

peifons, a prize undiminilhed by any lofs in the field. Towns ftrongly fortified by
art or nature, and defended by garrifons more obftinate than numerous, might oppofe

obflacles worthy of exercifing all the fkill and perfeverance of a general ; who, by
carrying fuch places, might often terminate wars as burdenfome to the republic as per-

nicious to the provinces. I fliall exemplify only the fecond of thofe cafes ; and my
example fliall be that of the younger Scipio, whofe glory equalled diat of his unclc^

though he had never conquered an Hannibal ; and who triumphed twice, without having

ever fought a fingle pitched battle. By taking Carthage and Numantium, he obtained

thofe triumphs, and two fumames, ftill more glorious. Yet, in the courfe of
thofe fieges, it is impoflible to find an a£lion in which five thoufand of the enemy
periflied ; and there are authors who affirm, that thofe brave Numantines who refiftecf

3 8 2 witli
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de conftance centre le^ forces de la republique, ne monterent jamais a plus de

quatre mille homineSj qui ne mukiplierent leur nombre que par leur valeur *.

Nous devons a ces meines ecrivains un autre reglement auffi fage, et par

bonheur auffi bien fonde que le premier. Pour obtenir, difent-ils, rhonneut

du triomphe, il falloit avoir foumis quelque peuple qui n'avoit jamais re-

connu I'autorite des Remains ; il n'auroit pas fuffi de reduire une province

revoltee ; le fenat ne compcoit que ces vicloires qui reculoient les frontieres

de Tcmpire. II me femble qu'on a voulu faire honneur a une certaine gran-

deur d'ame un peu romanefquCj aux depens de la prudence et du veritable

honneur. En efFet la poffeffion d'une province importoit elle moins a la

republique, parcequ'elle I'avoit deja pofledce, et qu'elle I'avoit rendue d'un

prix bien plus confiderable, en verfant dans fon fein des colonies nom-

breufes, et en faifant valoir tous les avantages naturels ou artificiels du pays ?

Son honneur etoit-il plus interefle a foumettre des nations libres, qui con-

noiflbient a peine le nom de Rome, qu'a reduire des rebelles dont la revoke

accufoit la juftiee de la republique, bravoit fa puiflance, et donnoit aux

autres fujets un exemple dangereux et feduiflant ? Trouvoit-on une refift-

ance moins opiniatre parmi ces peuples reduits aopter entre la viftoire et la

ffiort, et dont les chefs, et mcme les troupesj avoient appris I'art de la

guerr-e

with fuch perfeverance ^nd fuccefs the forces of the republic, never exceeded four thou-

fand men, whofe numbers were multiplied only by their valour *.

Another regulation is mentioned, not lefs wife, and juft as v/ell founded, as that

already ftated. A triumph, it is faid, could be obtained only by the conquerors of i.

natioris who had never previoufly acknowledged the authority of the Romans ; the

redutlion of a revolted province did not fuffice -, the fenate made no account of viftories

which did not extend the frontiers of the empire. In this fuppofed regulation, it feems

to me as if the heroifm of romance were fubftituted inftead of the didates of prudence

ai>d true honour. Was a province the lefs valuable to the Romans becaufe it had been

long in their pofleflion, peopled by their numerous colonies, and enriched by their

attention in improving its natural and artificial advantages ? Was the honour of the

republic more concerned in fubduing free nations, who had fcarcely ever heard of the

name of Rome, than in fupprefling the rebellion of a revolted province, which up-

braided her injuftlce, defied her power, and feduced by a dangerous example the alle-

giance of her other fubjeds ? Was a lefs obftinate refiftance to be expeded from a

people who had no other choice than viftory or death, whofe generals and even fol-

• Y. Fieri Epitom. Orofi^in, T. Liv. Iv. .^uflordeVir. illuftrilT.

diers
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giierre fous les drapeaux Romainsj que parmi des nations de barbares dont

le fenat accepta avcc plaifir les foumiffions les plus legeres, content d'impo-

fer d'abord le joug, pour ne I'appefantir que dans la fuite r En un mot, ces

guerres ctoient-elles d'une fi petite importance, qu'on dut en dcgoCitcr ki

bons Gencraux, en refufant a Icurs exploits, la feule recompenfe qui en etoit

digne ? Pour me perfuader que le fenat eut etabli un parcil reglement, il

faudroit des fairs aufli decififs en fa faveur, qu'ils lui font oppofes. Je ne

veux pas me prevaloir de tous ces triomphes fur des peuples deja cent fois

vaingus, auxquels les Romains avoient accorde k paix a des conditions tres

inegales, et dignes plutot de fujets que d'allies * j mais lorfque Titus et fon

pere triompherent des Juifs, et que le fenat eternifa leurs viiftoires par des

medailles et par cet arc de triomphe que nous voyons encore, ils ne triom-

pherent que de la reduction d'une province revokee, jadis foumife par Pom-'

pee, et gouvernee par des magiftrats Romains depuis cinquante ans. Je

conviens avec Onuphrius Panvinius, que Fulvius ne triompha point de I'im-

portante conquete de Capoue. J'ignore les railbns du fenat, et fi lajuflice

ou les intrigues ont fait echouer ce proconful j mais je fais que vers k meme
terns, Fabius Maximus obtint cet honneur, pour avoir pris yf^/V/z/awf, ville

qui reconnoiflbit la domination Romaine depuis la fin de h guerre de Pyrrhus.

Je

(liers had learned war under the Roman ftandard, than from thofe barbarous nations^

whofe flighted fubmiffions were readily accepted by a fenate, always content with

merely impofmg the yoke at firft, that its weight might afterwards be more feverely felt ?

In one word ; were the wars againft revolted provinces regarded as too unimportant to

merit the only reward worthy of a vi£torious general ? The exiftence of fuch a regu-

lation could be proved only by the moil decifive facts ; but the fuels on record are di-

re£liy againfl it. I will not avail myfelf of the numerous triumphs over communities,

an hundred times conquered, to which the Romans granted very unequal conditions of

peace, and treated rather as fubjefts than allies*; but when Titus and his father triumphed

over the Jews, and when the fenate commemorated their viilories by medals and that

triumphal arch which has fubfifted to the prefent day, they did nothing more than tri-

umph over a revolted province, which had been fubdued by the arms of Pompey, and

governed by Roman magiftrates for the fpace of fifty years. I agree with Onuphrius

Panvinius, that Fulvius did not obtain a triumph for the important conqueft of Capua.

Of the reafons which made tlie fenate refufe it to him, I am ignorant ; it is uncertain

whether juftice or intrigue defeated the piofpeQs of this proconful ; but I know that nearly

about the fame time, Fabius Maximus triumphed for the conqueft of Tarcntum f, a

city which had acknowledged the fovereignty of Rome ever fince the war agaiml

» V. Jofeph. Antiq. Judaic, et de Bell. Judaico. f Tit. Liv. xxvii.

5
PynhuSi



374 RECUEIL r/^ w^j' OBSERVATIONS,

Je dbplus; Rome s'eft troiivce dans des fituations malheiireufes, ou elle a

du prodiguer toute fa reconnoiflance a ces Generaux qui avoient protege la

patric, fans ajoiiter ni rendre a fa domination iin pouce de terrein. Ce ne

font pas Scipion ou Pompee, mais Camille ct Marius, que la reconnoiffancc

publique a affocics avec Romulus dans le titre de fondateur de Rome. Ces

grands hommes ont repouffe les debordcmehs des barbares ; ils en ont exter-

mine les armees, mais ils n'ont jamais fonge a les pourfuivre, pour ks attaquer

dans leurs pays dont ils connoifToient a peine la fituation. Que pourroit-on

penfcr d'une loi, dont la confequence immediate et naturelle auroit refufc

des triomphes a de pareils hommes, pour les accorder a des propreteurs qui

ne doivent leur fouvenir qu'aux faftes Capitolins ?

Hie tamen et Clmbros, etjumma fericula rerum

Excipit, etjolus trepidantem -protegit urbem,

Atque idea pojiquam ad CimbroSy Jtragemque volabani

^i nunquam attigerant majora cadavera corviy

Nobilis ornattir lauro collega fecunda*.

On demanderoit avec plus de vraifemblance, fi le fenat fe contentoit d'unc

vidtoire, et s'il ne falloit pas achever la guerre par la foumifTion de I'enne-

mi.

Pyrrhus. I go farther •, and obferve, that Rome more than once experienced thofe difa£-

'

ters, which made it her duty to beftow the highefl marks of her gratitude on thofe generals

who had faved their country, without adding a foot of ground to its territory. Neither

Scipio nor Pompey, but Camillus and Marius, were affociated with Romulus, in the

honourable appellation of Founders of Rome. Thefe great men reprefled the inunda-

tions of the Barbarians, and deftroyed their armies ; but never thought of purfuing

them into their own wilds, with the fituation of which they were fcarcely acquainted.

What niufl; have been the abfurdity of a law, which denied to fuch men the triumph,

•while it laviftied that honour on propraetors, whofe names are known only by the Ca-

pitoline records ?

Hie tainen et C'lmbros, et fumma pertaila rerum

Excipit, et folus trepidantem protegit urbem.

Atque idea pojiquam ad Cimbros, Jlragemque volabant

J^n tiunquam attigeratit majora cadavera corvi,

Nobilis ornatur lauro collega fecunda *,

It may be afked with greater probability, whether the fenate v/as fatisfied with a

fingle victory ? or whether, to have a right to demand the triumph, it was not necef-

Juvenal Satyr, viii. 249, et feq.

fary
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mi, ou du moins par un traite avantageux pour la republique, pour ofer lui

demander un triomphe. Je ne verrois dans un pareil reglement, que la

Higefle d'un lenat qui craignoit d'avilir fes rccompenfes en les proJiguant,

mais qui toujours libre et fouverain, favoit aufli refufer cet honneur a un

General prefomptueux qui ne lui auroit offert que des ennemis et des con-

quetes indignes de fes armes. Mais en intcrrogeant les faits (et ce font les

faits qu'il faut interroger), je vois que la conduite du fenat a varie dans les

differcns fiecles de la n-publiquej etje trouvela caufede cette variation dans

un ufage acceflbire et etranger au merite du chef. C'eft celui qui aflbcioic

aux honneurs de fon triomphe, ces braves citoyens qui avoient partage fesdan-

gers. Les foldats fuivoientle char du triomphateur, couronnesde lauriers, et

ornes des recompenfes militaires que leur valeur avoit meritees *. lis s'ap-

proprioient toute la gloire de leur chef, et cc chef trouvoit dans les eloges de

fes legionnaires, et encore mieux dans ces railleries ruftiques, preuves de

leur franchife et de kur elHme, le prix le plus doux de fes travaux. Dans

les premieres guerres de la republique, iorfqu'elle ne luttoit que contre des

ennemis peu eloignes, et qui n'avoient point des troupes reglees, le conful

viclorieux ramenoit fes legions a Rome, et les foldats n'avoient d'autres

quartiers

fary to terminate the war by fubduing the enemy, or at leaft by making a treaty advan-

tageous to the republic. In fuch a regulation, I fliould perceive nothing but the wif-

dom of the fenate, which was careful not to debafe its honours by too lavilh a prodi-

gality ; and whichjtfelf, always fovereign and free, knew how to refufe to a prefump-

tuous general, who courted the triumph by inglorious conquefts over unworthy ene-

mies. But in deciding according to fads, and by fafts we ought to decide, I perceive

that the conduct of the fenate varied in different ages of the republic ; and that the

caufe of this variation depended on a circurnftance ahogether diftinft from the merit

of the general. It was cuftomary that the brave citizens who had Ihared his dangers

Ihould alfo partake of the glory of his triumph. The foldiers followed his chariot,

crowned with laurels, and decorated with the military ornaments, which their valour

had merited *. They appropriated to themfelves the honours conferred on their com-
mander ; and this commander Jerived his fweeteft reward from the praifcs of his fol-

diers, and ftill more from their coarfe raillery, the fureft mark of their franknefe and
efteem. During the firft wars of the republic, while Rome contended againft enemies
in her neighbourhood, and unprovided with regular troops, the vidorious conful

brought back his legions to the capital, and the troops needed no other winter-quarters

• Sec the Oration of M. Servilius. Tit. Liv. xlv.
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quartlcrs d'hyver que leurs foyers domefliques. Je vols dans ces fiecles ks

plus attaches a la difcipline, que le Icnat accordoit -lans peine les triomphes

pour ces viftoires qui dccident du fort de la campagne, fans terminer la

o-uerre. II permet a Fabius Riiilianus de triorapher des Etrufques, des IJm-

briens, des Samnites, et des Gaulois *. II favoit cependant que cette alliance

ctoit vaincue, fans etre foumife, et que la vifloire de Fabius n'avoit amenc

ni la conquete, ni la paix. Dans la guerre d'Annibal, fa conduite fut dif-

ferentc, mais fes principes etoient invariables. II fe dcfendoit a la fois

dans toutes les provinces de I'ltalie. Si tot qu'iine vicloire confiderable lui

permettoit de retirer d'une de ces provinces, I'armee qui y avoit combattu,

il accordoit le triomphe a fon General qu'il ne feparoit point de fes legions.

Lorfqu'ille decernaa Livius Salinatorj-, fon coliegue Neron fuivit fon char a

cheval, et groflit le cortege de celui qu'il avoit fait vaincre. Une des raifons

qui cauierent cette difference, etoit que Tarmee du premier etoit revenue

Rome, etqu'on ne pouvoit rappeller les troupes de celui-ci, qui etoient op-

poses a Annibal. Lorfque la rcpublique attaquales grandes puiflTances de la

Grece, de I'Orient, et de I'Afrique, les legions ne repaflcrent la mer,

qu'apres avoir foumis les pays qu'elles avoient attaques. Le triomphe nc

s'achetoit que par les conquetes; et par un efFet admirable de ces loix qui

s'execu-

-than their refpedtive homes. I perceive that in ages the moil obfervant of difcipline,

the fenate granted triumphs for viftories which decided the fortune of a campaign,

without terminating the war. Fabius Rullianus was allowed to triumph over the Tul-

cans, Umbrians, Samnites, and Gauls *. The fenate well knew that the confederacy

of thofe nations was conquered without being fubdued ; and that the vi6k>ry of Fabius

had given neither pofTefiions nor peace to his country. In the war againft Hannibal,

the fenate indeed varied its conducl, but its principles were unalterable. Rome was

obliged to aft on the defenfive in all the provinces of Italy at once. Whenever a con-

fiderable viftory allowed her to withdraw the army employed in one of thofe provinces,

(he granted a triumph to its general, that he might not be feparated from his troops.

When the fenate decreed a triumph to Livius Salinator f, his colleague Nero followed

his car on horfeback, and fwelled the train of him whom he had enabled to conquer.

One reafon for this was, that the army of Livius had returned to Rome, and that the

troops commanded by Nero could not be recalled becaufe they then oppofed Hannibal.

When Rome attacked the great powers of Greece, the Eafl, and Africa, her legions

did not recrofs the fea until they had fubdued the countries which they invaded.

Triumphs in thofe wars were purchafed only by conquefts ; and, in confequence of

• T. Liv. X. t Id. xxviii.

the
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s'exccutent par la nature des chofcs, plutotqiie par les paffionsdes hommes,

_ la majefte du triomphe s'elevoit avec la grandeur de I'etat. Mais depuis le

terns de Marius, qui fit entrer la populace dans les legions, la guerre devint

un metier au lieu d'un devoir J on laiffijit des troupes dans les provinces, et

la politique plutot que la juftice, decidoit le fcnat fur le corps qu'il licencioic,

ou qu'il rappelloit. On commencoit a couronner les Gencraux qui, apres

avoir vaincu un ennemi, lailFoient a leur fuccefieur le foin de le foumcttre,

et qui ne ramenoient a Rome qu'une petite troupe d'officiers et de Ibldats qui

leur etoient attaches, ou qui pouvoient le mieux orner leur triomphe. Je

ne citerai que I'exemple de Lucullus, 11 rec^ut le triomphe qu'il avoit meri-

te par fes viifloires fur ce grand Mithridate, vaincu fi fouvent, et toujours fi

redoutable. Un coup d'ceil fur la harangue pour la loi Mamlia, peut nous

convaincre qu'aux yeux des Romains, cette guerre n'etoit point terminee.

Ces reflexions peuvent nous convaincre qu'il n'a jamais exifte ce code des

lois du triomphe, qu'Appien d'Alexandrie, et Onuphrius Panvinius ont

eflaye de compiler, et que le rhcteur Egyptien, et Thermite Auguftin, peu

faits pour fonder les profondeurs de la politique du fenat, ont vu des loix

generales, ou il ne falloit voir que des exemples particuliers. L'efprit de

ce corps habile, fur interprete de la jufiice et de la prudence, formoit une

loi

the excellence of thofe laws vvhofe execution varies with the nature of things, rather

than with the paflions of men, the increafing majefty of the triumph kept pace with

the growing greatnefs of the ft.ite. But from the time that Marius polluted the le-

gions by a mixture of the vileft populace, war became a trade inftead of a duty ; the

troops remained in the provinces ; and, in difbanding or calling home the legions, tiie

fenate obeyed the maxims of policy rather than thofe of jullice. It became the cuftom

to crown generals, who, after once conquering an enemy, left it for their fuccefTors to

fubdue him, and who conduced back to R.ome only a fmall band of officers and fol-

diers who were peculiarly attached to them, and who were beft qualified to grace their

triumph. I fli.ill cite only the example of I.ucullus. He triumphed for his victories

over the great Mithiidates, fo often conquered, yet always (o formidible. A glance

at Cicero's oration in favour of the Manilian law, will convince us that the Roman<;

were far from thinking tliis war concUuled.

Thefe obfervr.tions are fufficicnt to prove that there never cxifted a code of triumphal

laws, fuch as the fancies of Appian of Alexandria and Onuphrius Panvinius have

thought fit to compile. The Egyptian rhetorician and Augufline hermit, being alike

unqualified for founding the profound policy of the fenate, have confidered as general

laws what were only particular examples. The fpirit of this wife tribunal, which knew fo

well how to unite prudence with juftice, formed to itfelf a living law,which comprehended
VOL. II. 3 c all
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loi vivante, qui embraflbit toute cette variete de circonftances, fur lefquelles

ks loix ecrites ferolent muettes, imparfaites, ou contradicloires. II combi-

noit I'habilete du General avec le caradlere de rennemi, I'importance de

racquifition avcc la fortune qui avoit feconde la fageflc, et la facilite de la

conquete avec les moyens qu'on y avoit employes. Les anciens fenateurs,

dont lautorite entrainoit les fuffrages, avoient vieilli dans le commandement

des armees, ils accordoient des recompenfes dont ils connoiflbient le prix,

a des generaux dont ils etoient dignes d'apprecier le merite. Je vois meme

qu'aiifTi attentifs au falut des citoyens qu'alagloire de Tetat, ils ont feu refufer

plus d'un fois les triomphes aux confuls viftorieux, qui avoient achete leur

vidoire en prodiguant fans necelTite ou fans utilite le fang Romain *. II

leur importoit de reprimer I'ambition cruelle des chefs, en leur refufant

I'entree dans une ville que leur exploits avoient remplie de deuil.

Je ne connois qu'une condition precife que le fenat paroit avoir toujours

' exigee, c'eft la qualite des ennemis. II auroit cru avilir le triomphe en

I'accordant aux vainqueurs des efclaves ou des corfaires : ce fang trop vil, ou

celui trop precieux des citoyens, fletriffoit egalement les lauriers du General

viftorieux.

C'eft

all that variety of cafes, concerning many of which the dead letter of written laws mud

€ver be filent, imperfeft, or contradi£lory. The fenate compared the abihties of the

general with the character of the enemy, the importance of the acquifition with the

wifdom or good fortune with which it had been obtained, and the facility of the con-

qued with the means employed in efteding it. The aged fenators, whofe authority

guided the votes of their affeflbrs, had grown old in mihtary command ; and granted

rewards whofe value they could eftimate, to generals whofe worth they were capable

of appreciating. I perceive alfo, that they were not lefs attentive to the fafety

of the citizens than to the glory of the flate ; and more than once refufed triumphs to

vidtorious confuls, who had purchafed their advantages by an unneceflary or ufelefs

prodigahty of Roman blood *• They thought it their duty to reprefs the cruel ambition

of leaders, by refufing to them a triumphant return into a city which their exploits had

filled with mourning.

There was, as far as I can difcover, but one precife condition always required by

the fenate, namely, the rank or quality of the enemy. The triumph would have been

difgraced by granting it for vi£l:ories over flaves or pirates ; their blood too vile, and

that of the citizens too precious, equally blafted the laurels of a vi6torious general.

* Tit. Liv. X. '

It
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C'eft au inagiftrat plutot qu'au General, a reprimer I'audace des malfaits

eurs, qui ofent braveries lois et la juftice. Si des troupes de brigands font

quclquefois devenues aflez nombreufes, pour attirer les armes du fouverain,

on a toujoursenvifage ces expeditions comme plus nccefTaires que difficiles,

et plus difficiles que glorieufes. Cependant la foibleffe et la tyrannic des

maitres encouragerent deux fois les efclaves Siciliens a fecouer le joug. On
rougit d'envoyer contre ces malheurcux les legions Romaines, mais on rougit

encore plus de les voir vaincues j et lorfquc Icurs Gencraux eurent foumis

ces rebeiles, le fenat devoit fentir qu'il avoit accorde le triomphe a des ex-

ploits moins confiderables. Le nom d'efclave cependant I'emporta ; on

craignoit de profaner le triomphe ; un refus paroiflbit fans confequence. On
n'accordoit aux Generaux viclorieux que I'ovation, qui les couronnoit de

myrtre au lieu de laurier, et qui ne leur donnoit qu'un cortege de citoyens

pacifiques, a la place d'une troupe militaire. On efpera avec railbn que la

difcipline effrayante qu'on avoit etablie parmi les efclaves, previendroit a

jamais de femblables revokes. Mais dans ce meme fiecle, par une combi-

naifon unique de circonftances, la republique fe vit obligee de foucenir contre

des gladiateurs et contre des corfaires deux gucrres opiniatres, dont celle-ci

attaquoit le commerce et la dignite de I'empire, et dont la premiere mena-

Soit

It belongs to the civil magiftrate, rather than to the military commander, to curb

the audacity of malefadtors, who fet at defiance juftice and the laws. When bands of

robbers become fo numerous that they muft be oppofed by a military force, fuch wars

have always been regarded as more neceflary than difficult, and more difficult than glo-

rious. The weaknefs and tyranny of mafters made the (laves in Sicily twice fhake off

the yoke. The Romans were afhamed to employ their legions againfl: fuch ignoble

adverfaries ; but their fhame was greater to fee thofe legions defeated ; and when their

generals finally fucceeded in repreffing the ii)furre£lion, the fenate was fenfible that it

had often decreed a triumph for lefs meritorious exploits. Yet the name of flave was

not to be got over ; the fenate feared left the triumph fhould be profaned ; to deny it

feemed not pregnant with very evil confequences. The victorious generals, therefore,

were honoured only with an ovation ; which gave to them crowns of myrtle, inftead of

tliofe of laurel ; and entitled them to be attended with a train of peaceful citizens, not

by" a military proceffion. The Romans reafonably expected that the dreadful difcipline

thenceforth eftablifhed refpefling flaves would in future prevent fimilar revolts. But,

by a ftrange combination of circumftances, the republic was obliged in the fame age to

carry on two obftinate wars againft pirates and gladiators ; the one of which endangered

the commerce and dignity of the empire, and the other threatened the deftrudion of

3 c 2 the
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5oit de]a deftruftion du nom Romain. On peutjuger fil'on avoit prevu ce

cas, et fi des loix pouvoient determiner d'avance la conduice du fenat. Mais

lorfque CrafTus eiit extermine I'armee de Sparcacus, ce corps fage, qui con-

noifibit le pouvoir d'un nom, craignoic d'eternifer la honte de I'ccac, plutot

que la gloire du general, en lui accordant pour une guerre fervile les hon-

neurs du triomphe, Je con^ois que les partifans de Pompee employoient

dans cette occafion le language de Ciceron, et que le peuple les ecoiitoit

avec plaifir, lorfqu'ils accordoient a fon favori prelque tout le merite de cette

guerre. Dans la luite, lorfque ce mcme Pompee cut foumis les corfaires,

Torgueil de deux triomplies et les nouveaux laiiriei s qu'il alloit cueillir dans Li

guerre de Mithridate, ne lui pcrmirent pas de s'abaiffer jufqu'ii une ovation,

que Craffus avoit acceptee, et qui s'etablit bientot dans I'efprit des Romains

comme la recompenfe digne de ces viftoires.

L'orgueil, tout oppofe qu'il eft au mepris, produlfit ici les memes efFets

;

on ne voulut pas triompher des efclaves qu'on meprilbir, ni des citoyens,

parcequ'on les eftimoit. Les vainqueurs des guerres civiles pouvoient

arracher au fenat les recompenfes qui auroient le mieux flatte leur vanite ;

mais s'ilsctoient maitres des lois, ils refpedoient I'opinion publique, et des

prejuges qui etoient peut etre encore les leurs. lis auroient craint d'avilir la

dignite

the Roman name. Could the fenate forefee fuch events, or uniformly decree the tri-

umph according to rules prevloufly eftablifhed ? But when Craffus had ruined the army

of Spartacus, the wifdom of the fenate perceived that the public difgrace would be com-

memorated rather than the glory of the general, by granting to him a triumph for ter-

minating a fervile war. The partifans of Pompey would naturally employ on this

occafion the eloquence of Cicero ; and would be themfelves heard with pleafure by the

people, when they afcribed to their favourite almoft the whole merit of this exploit.

Afterwards, when the fame Pompey fubdued the pirates, the pride of two triumphs,

and the laurels which he expedlcd to reap in the Mithridatic war, made him difdain

the honour of an ovation, which Craffus had accepted ; and which thenceforth became,

in the eftimation of the Romans, the natural reward for fuch viftories.

Pride, oppofite as it is to contempt, produced in the prefent cafe precifely the fame

effeds •, the Romans refufed to triumph over flaves, the objefts of their contempt

;

and over citizens who were the objefts of their efteem. The conquerors in the civil

wars might have extorted from the fenate the rewards moft flattering to their vanity j

but, though matters of the laws, they flill refpefted the public opinion, and the pre-

judices of their country, from which they themfelves were not perhaps totally exempted.

TJiey were afraid of degrading the dignity of the Roman name by treating their fellow-

2 citizens
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dignite du nom Remain, en traitant leurs concitoyens comme des rois

vainciis ; et ce Sylla qui ofa profcrire tant de fenateurs et de chevaliers, cut

rougi peut etre de les enchaincr a Ton char, et de remercier les dieux du

capitole pour ces triRes viftoires qu'il eut fallu enfevelir dans I'oubli. Je

crois que ccs tyrans de la patrie, Sylln, Cefar, et Augufte, qui connoiflbient

la dignite des lois qu'ils avoient violees, et le genie du peuple qu'ils oppri-

nioient, craignoient d'irriter fon defefpoir en expofant a fes yeux avec un

fade infultanr, le tableau de la liberie qu'il avoit perdue, et des vidlimes

lUuftres qu'ils avoient immolees a. leur ambidon. Cefar lui meme eut la

mortification d'cntendre les oris de la douleur publique, lorfqu'il fit pafler a

la fuite de fon triomphe Africain, les images de Scipion, de Caton, et de

Petreius *. S'il n'avoit pas eu la prudence de lui derober celle du Grand

Pompee, le cri de la douleur feroit peut etre devenu celui de la fureur, dans

un peuple qu'on ne pouvoit encore confoler de fon efclavage qu'en le lui

cachant. Mais fi d'un cote, I'ambition fatisfaite pouvoit fe rendre lajuftice

de fe fentir indigne des recompenfes de la vertu, la liberie vengee pouvoit

decerner a fes fauveurs la couronne de laurier aulTi bien que la eouronne

civique. Dans la courte joye que le fenat eprouva a la nouvelle de la bataille

de Modenf, Ciceron + ouvrit un avis vigoureux que Caton auroit fuivi avec

plaifir.

citizens like conquered kings ; and even Sylla, who ventured to kill by his profcrip.

tions fo many fenators and kniglits, would have been afhamed to drag them after his

triumphal chariot, and to have thanked the gods of the capitol for melancholy viftories,

which it was his duty to wi(h buried in eternal oblivion. I am perfuaded that thofe

tyrants of their country, Sylla, Caefar, and Auguftus, who knew the dignity of the

laws which they violated, and the difpofition of the people whom they oppreffed,

dreaded to provoke their defpair, by prcfenting to the public eye, in an offenfive fliow,

the pifture of loft liberty, and the illuftrious victims facrificed to ambition. Cxfar

himfelf was mortified at hearing the lamentations of public forrow, when the images of

Scipio, Cato, and Petreius pafled in the train of his African triumph *. If the image

of the great Pompey had not been cautioufly concealed, what was grief might have

become fury in a people, whofe only confolation for flavery was, that it was

artfully difguifed. But if, on one hand, fatiated ambition could ftill retain the

juftice of feeling itfelf undeferving of the rewards of virtue, avenged liberty might

furely decree to its reftorers the laurel as well as the civic crown. During the fliort

joy infpired into the fenate by the news of the battle of Modena, Cicero f propofed a

• Appian de Bell. Civil. L, ii. f Cicer. Philippic xiv. paff. 5.

refolutlon
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plaifir. II accordoit aiix confuls et au jeune Odave, une fupplicatlon Ac

cinquante jours, et le nom d.'Imperator. La confequence de cet avis ne lui

auroicpas permis de leur refufer le triomphe, qui en etoit la fuite ordinaire ;

ct Ton fent qu'il prevoyoit cette confequence fans en etre effraye. " Accorde-

" rons nous," difoit-il aux fenateurs, " ces honneurs a des chefs qui ont fait

" perir un millier de barbares, pour le refufer aux fauveurs de la republique.

*' Oublions dans Antoine et dans fes partifans cette qualite de citoyens, dont

*' ils ont meprife tous les devoirs. Rome ne doit voir en eux que des ennemis

" auffi cruels, et cent fois plus coupables qu'Annibal." On n'auroit pu lui op-

pofer que la defaite de Catilina, dont le vainqueur n'avoit point obtenu le

triomphe. Mais ce vainqueur etoit le foible Antonius, qui n'ofa etre ni con-

jure ni citoyen, et qui ne fut que fpedlateur du maflacre de fes anciens amis

par les armes de fon lieutenant Petreius. Ciceron auroit ajpute avec plaifir

qu'il avoit lui meme vaincu Catilina dans le fenat, et que ce conjure redout-

able a Rome, ne devint du moment de fa fuite qu'un chef de brigands mc-

prifables.

Les vainqueurs de la liberie, qui craignolent de voir tomber dans I'oubli les

exploits qu'ils avoient faits, lorfqu'ils etoient armes centre la patric, fongerent,

comme

rcfolution to which Cato would have been happy to have acceded. He granted, in honour

of the confuls and young Oftavius, a fupplicatlon or thankfgiving of fifty days ; and the

name of Imperator. He could not have refufed them the triumph which ufually fol-

lowed thefe honours -, and it appears that he forefaw the confequence without alarm.

«' Shall we grant," he obferved in the fenate, " rewards to thofe who have killed a thou-

«< fand Barbarians, which we deny to the favlour of the republic. Let us forget in

" Antony and his adherents the charadler of citizens, juftly loft by their violation of

" all its duties. Rome ought to fee in them nothing but enemies equally cruel, and an

** hundred times more deferving of punifliment than Hannibal himfelf." The only

objection that could have been made to Cicero was the defeat of Catiline, whofe con-

queror had not obtained a triumph. But that conqueror was the feeble-minded Anto-

nius, who had not fpirit to a£l the part either of a confpirator or of a citizen, and who

tamely fubmitced to behold the de{tru£tion of his ancient friends by the arms of his

lieutenaut Petreius. Cicero would have been pleafed to add, that CatiUne had been

conquered by himfelf in the fenate ; and that this confpirator, who was formidable

only in Rome, became, from the moment of his flight from the capital, no better than

the leader of a miferable band of robbers.

The fubverters of liberty, who were unwilling that their exploits fhould be forgotten

in fighting againft their country, endeavoured, like the great Conde, to contrive means for

6 immor-
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comme le grand Conde, a employer des reffources adroites pour eternifer

leur gloire fans perpetuer le fouvenir de leurs crimes, i, lis fubftituerent

aux faftes du triomphe, I'ovation, ceremonie plus modefte ct plus humaine,

qui c^lebroit la vidoire, fans infulter aux vaincus. C'efl: ainfi qu'Augufte

rentra a Rome apres la defaite de Brutus et de CafTius, et apres la guerre de

Sicile et fa vitloire fur le jeune Pompee. 2. Comme les guerres civiles

intereflbient tout I'univers, et que chaque chef de parti trainoit a fa fuite

des rois et des nations fes allies, on triomphoit de ces allies, et on laiffoit ?.

I'imagination des fpedateurs afuppleer aux objets qu'on avoitle menagement

de paroitre vouloir lui cacher. Augude triompha pour la defaite de la flotte

Egyptienne a A(£lium, etpour la conquetede I'Egypte. II fupprimoit le noni

de Marc Antoine et de fes partifans, mais qui ne les aflbcioit pas avec celui

de Cleopatre ? On fe fouvint de cette rufe jufqu'au terns de Vefpafien *, o\x

Ton employa le nom des Sarmates, pour juftifier les honneurs du triomphe

que le fenat decerna a Mucianus pour la guerre civile.

J'aurois plufieurs autres obfervations a faire fur les droits de triomphe,

fur le titre dUmperator, fur les triomphes du Mont Alban, et fur les orne-

mens

immortalizing their glory without perpetuating the memory of their crimes, i. For

the oftentation of a triumph, tliey fubftituted the more modeft ceremony of an ovation,

in which the viftors were honoured, and the vanquifiied were not infulted. It was

thus that Auguflus returned to Rome after the defeat of Brutus and Caflius; and after the

war in Sicily, and his viflory over young Pompey. 2. As the civil wars involved the

whole Roman world, and each faftious leader had kings and nations for his allies,

the triumph openly expofed only thofe foreign allies, and left to the imagination of

the Romans the fupplying of the domellic vidlims which the conqueror had the addrefs

to appear willing to conceal. Auguftus triumphed for the defeat of the Egyptian fleet

at A6lium, and the conqueft of Egypt. He fupprefled the name of Anthony and his

lieutenants ; but who did not recolleft them at hearing that of Cleopatra ? This arti-

fice was employed fo late as the reign of Vefpafian *, when the name of the Sarmntians

•was ufed to juflify the triumphal honours decreed by the fenate to Mucianus for his

fervices in the civil war.

There remain many obfervations to be made on the right of triumphs ; the title of

Imperator ; the triumphs on Mount Alba ; and the triumphal ornaments. But we

• Tacit. Hift. iv. 4.

have
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mens du triomphe. Mais c'eft trop long terns arreter nos Generaux aux

portes de Rome, il eft terns de les introduire dans la ville, et de rcchercher

la route qu'ils fuivoient pour monter au capitole.

Sur le Chemin des Triompiies.

J'ai d'abord cru que les triomphes ne fuivoienj: point iin chemin determine,

ct que la porte par laquelle ils entroient dans la ville, et les rues par lef-

quelles ils paflbient, pour arriver au pied du Capitole, dependoient du pays

qui avoit ete le theatre de la guerre. I.es triomphes, me liiis je dit, n'etoient

que I'image du retour du General. ' On aura voulu leur conferver un air na-

turel parmi tous les apprets recherches de I'orgueil et de la magnificence.

Lorfque Paule Emile revint de la conqucte de la Macedoine, il aura luivi

la voye Appienne jufqu'a la porte Capena; et les vainqueurs des peuples du

nord, feront entres a Rome par les portes Flamlnia ou Collina. Ciceron m'a

detrompe. Cet orateur, dans fa fanglante inveftive centre Pifon, lui met

devant les yeux fon retour honteux, mais digne de TadminiRration qu'il

terminoit. II oppofe au cortege nombreux, aux acclamations, a la joye

publique,

have already detained our generals too long at the gates of Rome. It is time to con-

du6l them into the city, and to examine the road which they followed in afcending the

Capitol.

Concerning the Triumphal Road.

I AT firfl thought that the triumphs did not follow any particular road ; and that the

gate through which they entered into the city, as well as the ftreets through which

they pafled to the foot of the capitol, depended on the fituation of the country which

had been the theatre of the war. The triumphs, I conlidered, were nothing but a

pi£lure of the general's return. Amidft all the artificial decorations of pride and mag-

nificence, there mufl have been an inclination to confine them within the bounds of

nature and probability. "When Paulus Emilius returned from the conquefl of Macedon,

he mud have purfued the Applan way to the Porta Cnpena ; and the conquei'ors of the

northern provinces muft have entered Ronie through the gates diilinguli'hed by the

names Flaminia and Collina. A paflage of Cicero firfl made me change this opinion.

In his bloody inve£tive agalnfl: Plfo, the orator fets before his eyes his (hameful return

to Rome, a return truly worthy of his fcandalous adminillration. To the numerous

train,
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publique, qui accompagnoient les proconfuls victorieux, et qui leur faifoient

gouter Jes premices du triomplie, ce mepris, cet abandon general, qu'e-

prouva le gouverneur d'une province fi feconde en lauriers pour tout autre

que lui * : " Craignant," lui dit-il, " le jour et les regards des hommes, vous

*' avez congedie vos lifteurs a la porte Cielimontana.'"—" Vous vous trom-

*' pez," interrompic Pifon, avec uneefFronterle aflez fotte, "jefuis entre par

" la porte Efqiiiline."—" Peu m'importej" repondit I'oratcur, " pourvu

" que ce ne foit pas par la porte triomphalej porte qui a toujours ete ouvertc

" a vos predeceffeurs."—La coniequence eft facile : les triomphateurs

avolent une porte qui ne s'ouvroit que pour eux. Cette inftitution qui

relevoit la dignite du triomphe, en le diftinguant encore mieux d'un retour

ordinaire, n'etoit pas indigne de la politique Romaine qui favoit que rien

n'eft indifferent, lorfqu'il faut parler a I'imagination des peuples. Le te-

moignage de Ciceron me prouve que cet ufage etoit ecabli de fon tems, et la

nature meme des chofes me perfuade qu'il etoit tres ancien. Ce n'cft pas

dans un fiecle eclaire, qu'on ofe inftituer des ufages qui ne font refpcclables

que par leur but. Le peuple qui fuit avec refpect la fagefle de fes ancecres,

mepriferoit celle de fes contemporains, et n'envifageroit ces inflitutions que

du

train, the acclamations, and the public joy by which vi£lorious proconfuls were con-

ftantly attended, and which already gave them a foretafte of their triumph, he fets in

oppofition the contempt or obfcurity with which Pifo had returned from a province,

that would have afforded laurels to every man but himfelf * : " Dreading," he obferves,

« to meet the light and the eyes of men, you difmiffed your li£lors at the Cselimon-

*' tane gate." Pifo fooliflily enough interrupted him, " You are miftaken ; I entered by
" the Efqulline." " What matters that," rejoined the orator, " provided you did not

** enter by the porta trttmiphalis, a gate always open to your predeceffors ?" The con-

fequence naturally follows ; that triumphant generals entered by a gate which was open

for them alone. This cuftom raifed the dignity of the triumph by clearly diftinguilhing

it from an ordinary return ; and was worthy of the policy of the Romans, who re-

garded no circumftance as unimportant which had a tendency to affe£l the imagination

of the multitude. Cicero's authority proves that fuch an inditution prevailed in his

time ; and the nature of the thing perfuades me that it was ftill more ancient. In en-

lightened ages, men feldom venture to eftablifli cuftoms which are refpeiStable only in

their end and purpofe. The people, who refpectfully follow the wifdom of their ancef-

tors, would defpife that of their contemporaries ; and would regard fuch eftablifliments

• Cicer. in Pifon. C. xxiii,

VOL. n. 3 D merely



335 RECUEIL de ma OBSERVATIONS,

du cote oil elles pourroicnt fe preter au ridicule. Romulus d'ailleurs qui

inftitua le triomphe, donna I'exemple du lieu qu'il choific pour depofer fes

trophees, ec du chemin qu'il fuivit pour y monter. Tous les fiecles I'ont

imite. Tous les triomphaceurs font venus adorer le Jupiter du capitole.

J'ofe penfer qu'ils ont egalement fuivi la route qu'il leur avoit tracee, et qui

a du prendre a leurs yeux un caraflere facre. Qui eut ofe le premier changer

la marche de cetre ancienne procefTion, meprifer une autorite qui fe fortifioit

en vieilliflant, et dclerter les veftiges du fondateur de Rome et du triomphe ?

-Etpar quel motif les auroit-il deferte, lorfque cettefeule autorite pouvoit de-

terminer un choix indifferent en lui meme ? S'il etoit trouve parmi les.

triomphaceurs, ce caraftere fi fingulier parmi les hommes, qui meprife

les anciennes ceremonies, lorfqu'elles flattent les interets de notre gloire, le

fenat fe feroit-il prete a fon caprice ? Auroit-il fubftitue a une autorite an-

cienne et reveree, un changement fans poids et fans motif? Romulus lui.

meme, qui choifitle Mont Capitolin comme un lieu

ReUgione patrum, etJava formidineJacrum,

fuivit fans doute le chemin le plus naturel et le plus commode dans fon retour

de Cenine. La diverfite des auteurs a I'egardde cette ville, nous donne une

ide&

merely in that point of view which laid them open to ridicule. Romulus, befides, when

he inftltutcd the triumph, fixed by liis example, not only the place where the trophies

were to be depofited, but the road which the proceffion was to follow. Conformably to

this example, all thofe who afterwards entered in triumph cair^e to adore the Jupiter

of the capitol. I am perfuaded they alfo came by the fame road which Romulus had

traced ; and which, in the eyes of pofterity, mud have acquired the chara&r of fanc-

tity. Who would have been the firft to venture to change the route of this ancient

proceflion, to defpife an authority fortified by time, and to forfake the footfteps of the

founder of Rome and of the triumph ? What could be the motive for fuch an inno-

vation, fmce the example of Romulus was furely fufficient to determine a choice totally

indifferent in itfelf ? Had there been any of the triumphant generals of fo very extra-

ordinary a temper as to defpife ancient ceremonies which were highly flattering to their

own perfonal glory, would the v/ifdom of the fenate have indulged fo \«ery unreafon-

able a caprice ; and have fubftituted, for the revered inftitution of their anceftors, an

innovation proceeding from no warrantable motive, and terminating in no ufeful end J.-

Romulus chofe the Capitoline Mount as a place

Rdigione potrum, et favd formidine facrum ;

and doubtlefs purfued the (horteft and moft convenient road in his return from Cenina.

Amidft the different accounts of authors concerning this city, we may form a general

notioa
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idee generale de fa fituation. Les uns la placenc parmi les Sabins, lesautres

parmi les Latins j ce qui me perfuade qu'elle fe trouvoit dans cette lifiere

des deux bords de I'Anio, oii les colonies des deux nations ecoicnt entremelces

au point de fe confondre *. Les routes differences qu'on pourroit tirer dc

ce canton fe reuniiToient dans le Champ de Mars. Le cote du Mont Capi-

tolin, qui yeft oppofc, a toujours ecejufqu'aux derniers terns, rude et prcfque

inacceffible. Romulus a du le tourner, ou par le vallon entre le Quirinal et

le Capitole, ou par la piaine entre celui-ci et le Tybre. La porte que nous

cherchons devroit etre dans Tun ou dans Tautre. Un enchainement de con-

jedures m'a conduit a cette conclufion ; c'eft aux faits feuls ala juftifier f.

Parmi les honneurs extraordinaires qu'on deftinoit a la mcmoire d'Auguftc,

on propofa que fon enterrement fortiroit par la porte triomphale. On favoic

cependant que fon fepulcre etoit determine. Tous les citoyens avoient

devant les yeux ce fuperbe maufolee qui avoit deja rec^u une partie de fafa-

mille. Celui-ci etoit place dans le Champ de Mars. La porte triomphale

doit fe trouver du meme cote de la ville.

Avec ces notions preliminaires, il n'eft pas difFicile de fuivre la marchedes

triomphes, et furtout de ceux de Paul Emile, et de Vefpafien. Ce dernier,

^-•f apres

rot'ion of Its fituation. Some place it in the territory of the Sabines, others in that of

the Latins ; which makes me believe that it ftood in that flip of ground on tlie banks of

the Anio, whevi the colonics of the two nations were mixed antl confounded with each

other *. The different lines which may be drawn from this diftrift to Rome meet in die

Campus Martius. The fide of the Capitoline hill which faces the Campus Martius is

rude and almoft inacceffible. Romulus therefore was under the neceffity of making a

circuit, either by the valley between the Quirinal and Capitoline hills, or by the plain

which lies between the latter and the Tiber. The gate of which we are in quefl ought

to be found within thefe limits. A chain of conje£lural evidence leads me to this con-

clufion, which fafts alone can fubftantiate f. Among the extraordinary honours defigned

for the memory of Auguflus, it was propofed that his funeral proceffion ihould pafs

through the triumphal gate. The place of his fepulchre was already fixed. The citi-

zens conflantly beheld before their eyes that lofty maufolcum wliich already entombed

a part of his family. It ftood in the Campus Martius. The triumphal gate therefore

could not be far diftant from it.

Guided by fuch preliminary notions, we may eafily follow the triumphal proceflions,

particularly thofe of Paulus Emilius and Vefpafian. The latter, after fptnding the

* Plutarch et Stephanas, Tit. Liv. Dionyf. Halicarn. et Feftus.

t Tacit. Annal. i. 8. Sueton. in Aug. C. ico.

3 13 2 night
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apres avoir paffe Li nuit dans le temple d'lfis, vint a la rencontre du fenat

qui I'attcndoit dans le portique Oftavien. Ces deux circonftances nous

fixent au Champ de MarSj et nous approchent meme du incatre de Marcel-

lus. All triomphe de Paul Emile, le peuple eleva des echaffauts dans les

cirques, pour y voir paffer la pompe. Elle pourfuivoit done fa marche au

travers le cirque de Fkminius, et celui connu fous le nom de Maximus.

Enfin Horace s'applaudit deja dans I'efperance de voir un jour des Bretons

enchaines defcendre la Via Sacra. Le mot defcendre, combine avec la

fuppofition que la porte triomphale etoit du cote du Champ de Mars, nous

trace la route entiere des triomphateurs. Ici je n'ai pu que fuivrclePere

Donati en I'abregeant *. Cet habile antiquaire a traite cette queftion avec un

goijt et un favoir qui ont fu diffiper prefque toutes ces difficultes.

On peut done fuppofer avec vraifemblance, que les triomphateurs, apres

avoir raffemble tout leur cortege dans une place ouverte, telle que les

Equina, ou le Champ de Mars proprement dit, devant le maufolee d'Au-

gufte, paflbient par le cirque de Flaminius, pour entrer dans la ville par la

porte triomphale, entre le capitole et le Tybre ; qu'apres avoir pafle le Ve-

labrum ils traverfoient le Grand Cirque dans toute fa longueur, et qu'ila

achevoient le tour du Mont Palatin, en defcendant par la Via Sacra dans le

Forum)'

night in the temple of Ifis, met the fenate, which waited for him in the Odlavian Por-

tico. Thefe two circumftances bring us to the Field of Mars, and even to the vicinity

of the theatre of INIarcellus. At the triumph of Paulus Emilius, the people raifed fcaf-

foldings in the two circufes to fee the proceflion pafs. It proceeded therefore by the

circus of Flaminius, as well as by that diftinguiflied by the epithet of Maximus. Ho-
race, moreover, indulged the hope of one day feeing the Britons in chains defcend the

Via Sacra. This word " defcend," combined with the fuppofition that the triumphal

gate was near to the Campus Martins, enables us to trace the whole progrefs of the

proceflion. On this fubjed, I could only follow and abridge Father Donati *, a Ikilful

antiquary, who has treated this queftion with a degree of tafte and erudition, which
fully removes all difficulties.

It may be fuppofed, therefore, with much probability, that the triumphal train

having aflembled in an open fpace, fuch as the Equiria, or that properly called the

Campus Martins, immediately under the maufoleum of Auguftus, pafled through the

circus of Flaminius, entered the city by the triumphal gate between the capitol and the

Tiber, traverfed the pla'ce called the Velabrum, as well as the whole length of the

Circus Maximus, and completed the circuit of the Palatine Mount by defcending

through the Via Sacra into the Forum, in order again to mount to the capitol by the

• Donat. Roma Vetus, L. i. C. 22. p. 79—88.
Clivus



(t PIECES DE'TACIIE'ES.

Forum, pour monter enfuitc an capitolc par ce chemin qu'on appelloit Clivus

Cafitclintis, et qui commen^oit a Tare de Septime Severe. Cette hypothefe

appiiyee, comme nous I'avons vu fur des temoignages formels de I'antiquite,

embrafie encore toutes les convenances que nous pouvons y defirer. Ro-
mulus (pour reprendre notre premiere idee) ne pouvant gueres traverfer

fa nouvelle colonic, qui n'occupoit alors que le fommet efcarpe du Palatin,

aura du moins voulu en faire le tour, pour etaler aux yeux des citoyens

les monumens de fa premiere vidoire. Dans la fuite, lorfque la vijle em-
braflbit les fept collines, cette proceffion paflbit dans les quartiers les plus

confiderables et les mieux peuples. Une foule innombrable, afTife a fon

aife dans les cirques et dans ks portiques du Forum, la voyoit pafler devant

fes yeux ; et il y avoit peu d'habitans du Palatin, et d'un cote de I'Efquiiin

et de I'Aventin, qui ne la viflent dans I'eloignement depuis les toits des maifons

etdes temples. On y trouve encore des arcs de triomphe de plufieurs des

empereurs qui ont en cfFet triomphe, tels que Conftantin, Titus et Sep-

time. II eft difficile a la verite de fe faire une idee exa<5te du procede du-

fenat a cet egard. Je croirois aflez qu'apres avoir decore le chemin du
triomphe, d'arcs de bois qui n'etoient que pour I'occafion, il choififfoit

fouvent, pour les eternifer en pierre ou en marbre, quelque eitdroit qui n'etoit

pas deja trop rempli de ces monumens. A I'cgard des princes qui n'uvoient

jamais
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Clivus Capitoliims, whichbegins at the arch of SeptimiusSeverus. This hypothefis, which

is fupported by the dire£t teftimony of ancient authors, alfo correfponds with all the

circumftances known refpefting the triumph. Romulus (to refume our firft conjedlure)

not being able to traverfe his new colony, which then occupied only the craggy top of

Mount Palatine, naturally refolved to make a circuit round it, in order to difplay before

the citizens the monuments of his firft viftory. When Rome afterwards extended

over the feven hills, the proceffion would naturally advance along the moft confiderable

and beft peopled parts of the city. A numerous crowd of people, feated at their cafe

in thecircufes and porticoes of the Forum, beheld it pafs under their eyes; and there

were few of the inhabitants of the Palatine, or of one fide of the Efquiline and Aven-
tine, who might not perceive it at a diftance from the tops of their houfes and temples.

We ftill find triumphal arches of feveral of the emperor?, Conftantine, Titus, and
Septimius ; all of whom really triumphed. It is difficult' to determine how the

fenate proceeded in rajfing them. I am inclined to think, that after adorning the tri-

umphal road by temporary wooden arches, raore folid ones were afterwards eredled.

of ftone or marble, in fuch places as were leaft crowded with thofe monuments. As.

to the arches of thofe emperors who never actually triumphed, it ihould feem that

their
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p.mais triomphe, leur volonte, le gout du fenat, ou quelque clrconftance

parciciiliere, decidoit feiils du lieu^ ou s'clevoient ces preuves eternelles dc

leur vanite, et de la baflcfie des Romains.

Je ne Grains pas ici de m'oppofer feul a Tautorite reunie de Nardini et de

Donati *. lis different a la verice fur la fuuation de la porte triomphale.

Celui-ci la place entre le capitole et la riviere ; celui-la determine fon em-

placement entre le Quirinal et le Capitole; mais ils s'accordent a feparer la

porte Flaminia de la porte des triomphes, et v. reieguer Tune dans Tendroit

d'ou ils ont exclu I'autre ; au lieu que la proximite de ces deux portes, me

paroit un point effentiel a toute hypothefe vraifemblable. Je pourrois me

contenter de faire combattre ces deux antiquaires, laiffer prouver a Nardini

que la porte Flaminia (1r meme que la Fhimentane) etoit par confequent

dans le voifmage de la riviere, et a Donati que le porte triomphale etoit

entre le Capitole et le Tybrc, et tirer une conclufion generale de leurs

.preuves partielles, Mais j'aime encore mieux en ap}:>eller a ces vraifemblances

fimples, mais plus convaincantes, qu'a tout I'ecalage d'une vaine erudition.

Je vois clairement, i. Qu'on a du menager a un des chemins les plus fic-

quentes, un abord libre, et qui communiquat facilement aux quartiers et

aux edifices les' plus confiderables. 2. Que le triomphe a du pareiliement

s'approcber

their own will, the choice of the feiiate, or feme particular circumftance, determined

"the fite of thofe eternal proofs of imperial vanity and Roman meannefs.

On this fubje£l I am not afraid to oppofe the united authority of Nardini and

Donati *. They differ from each other with refpe<5l to the fituation of the triumphal

gate. Nardini places it between the Capitol and the Tiber ; Donati, between the

Qu^irinal and tlie Capitol ; and both of them remove it to a part of the city far diftant

from the Porta Flaminia ; whereas its proximity to that gate feems to me eflentially

connecfted with every probable hypothefis on the fubjedt. I might content myfelf

with allowing thefe antiquaries to difpute with each other; and liften to Nardini,

while he proves that the Porta Flaminia was the fame with the Flumentana, and

therefore near to the river -, and to Donati, while he maintains that the triumphal

gate flood between the Capitol and the Tiber ; and from the particular fa£ls which

they prove, might infer a general conclufion. But inftead of difplaying vain eru-

dition, I choofe rather to appeal to the following plain and convincing refleftions:

I. There muft have been an eafy accefs to one of the roads mod frequented, and

•communicating vi'ith the principal ftreets and buildings of the city. 2. The triumphal

* Donat. loc. citat. L. i. C.21. p. 72. Nardini Roma Antica, L. i. C. 9. p. 38; et

C. 10. p. 47—50.

jjrocelTion
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s'approcher de la ville par la route la plus ceiebre, et au milieu des edifices les

plus connus. Je ne change ricn a cette fuppofuion en ia renverfant. Si le

chemin du triomphe a etc celui de Romulus, la vanite des cenfeurs n'aura

tien epargne pour le decorer d'une maniere digne de fa deftinadon. 3. Que
la porte triomphale ne s'ouvrant qu'aux triomphateurs, en demandoit une

autre a cote d'elle, pour recevoir cette foule innombrable qui fe rendoit ii

Rome par le chemin des triomphes, que je confonds a. I'exemple de Mar-

tial, avec celui de Flaminiu&*..Comparons fur ces principes les deux endroits

ou Ton peut placer, les portes triomphale ec Flaminienne. Dans I'un je

trouve les plus anaiens badmens du Champ de Mars, et le commencement

du Faubourg, qui s'etendoit deja hers de la porte Carmentale dans le-

fixicme fiscle de Rome, le theatre de Marcellus, plufieurs temples, et parmi

ces temples celui de Bellone, ouJes Generaux aflembloient le. fenat pour y

folliciter le triomphe, le portique d'Odave et le cirque de Flaminius, ou.

LucuUus diftribua la donative et les recompenfes mihtaires,. Dans I'autre, je

ne vois prefque rien plus ancien que le fiecle de Trajan, lorfque ce prince

coupa une parde du Quirinal, elargit le vallon entre cette montagne et le

capitole, et I'orna d'un forum magnifique. II eioit tres naturel qu'on drac

hientoc

proceflion muft alfo have entered Rome by one of the broadefl; roads, and through

the midli of the moft diftinguiflied buildings. This fuppofition may be overturned

without afFe£ling my inference. If the triumphal road was that followed by Romulus,

the vanity of the cenfors would fpare no pains to adorn it in a manner fulted to its high

deftinatibn; 3. As the triumphal gate was open only to the conqueror and his train,

another was- requifite for admitting the vaft crowds of people who flocked to Rome by

the triumphal road, which I confider with Martial to have been the fame with the

riaminian *. Let us examine, according to thefe principles, the two moft probable

fites of the Triumphal and' Flaminian gates. In tlie one, I find the moft ancient

edifices of the Campus RIartius, and the beginning of the fuburbs, which, as early

as the fixth century of Rome, extended beyond the Carmentale gate ; I find alfo the

theatre of Marcellus ; feveral temples, particularly that of Bellona, where the general

convened the fenate to folicit his triumph ; the Odlavian portico, and the Flaminian

circus, in which laft Lucullus diftributed a donative to his troops. In the other of

thofe fites, I fcarcely difcover any thing move ancient than the age of Trajan, when
that prince dug through part of the Quirinal, extended the valley between tliat moun«.

tain and the capitol, and at the fame time adorned it with a magnificent forum. It-

-,V2S extremely natural that a new road called the Broad-way fhould foon afterwards

• Martial Epig. x. 6.
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1)1611101 de la r/« Flaminia une nouvelle rue, a laquelle on donna le nom dc

- Via Lata. Pourquoi diffimuler ic'i une conjefture fur la porte triomphale,

qui m'a paru revetue de plufieurs cara6leres de vraiiemblance ? Je penfe que

cette porte n'etoit point differente du fiimeux Janus Geminus, appelle fouvent

Temple de Janus, dont les portes cuvertes ou fermees fervoient, depuis

I'inftitution de Numa, a defigner la paix et la guerre. Voici quelques uns des

caradteres qui m'ont fait gouter une idee qui a d'abord un air de paradoxe.

I. Parmi les obfcurites qu'on a trouvees, ou qu'on a cru trouver dans les

anciens au fujet du Janus, je choifirai pour men guide ce Varron qui a me-

rite des Romains, contemporains de Ciceron, I'eloge de les avoir comme
introduits dtins leur propre ville. Cet antiquaire decrit le Janus, lorfqu'il

parle des portes de la Rome de Romulus : Tertia Janualis diSia ab Jano,

et ideo ibi pofitum Jani fignum, et ejus inftitutum a Numa Pompilio, ut fcribit

in annalibus L. Pijo, ut fit clauja femper, nifi cum bellum fit.—On fait que

I'enceinte de Romulus, en s'etendant de tons les autres cotes, demeura

toujours' la meme vers le Capitole et le Tybrej etles exprefTions de Varron

fe rapportent aflez clairement a une porte qui fubfiftoit encore de {on

terns, ou du moins de celui de Pifon. Cell encore I'idce que nouspuifons

dans les auteurs les plus exacts de I'antiquite. Je connois trop le danger des

propo-

se made between the Flaminian road and the city. Why fliould I here conceal a con-

jefture refpcdtiug the triumphal gate, which appears to me charadlerifed by feveral

marks of probability ? I think that this gate was really no other than the famous Janus

Geminus, called often the Temple of Janus, the gates of which, as they were open

or {hut, were appointed by Numa to denote refpe£lively the conditions of war and

peace. The following are fome of the circumftances which perfuade me of the truth of

a fuppofitlon that may at firft fight appear paradoxical. Among the real or pretended

obfcurities of the accounts of the ancients on the fubjecl of Janus, I fhall choofe for my
<iuide the learned Varro, who deferved from the Roman contemporaries of Cicero the

piaife of introducing them to the knowledge of their own city. That antiquary thus

defcribes Janus, in fpeaking of the gates of Rome, in the time of Romulus : Tert'ia

Janualis dlEta ab Jam, et ideo ibi pofitum Jani fignum, et ejus tnjlitutum a Numa
Pompilio, ut fcribit in amialibtis L. Pifo, ut ft claufa femper, nif cum bellum ft.—It is

known that the wall built by Rpmulus, though it was extended in all other direc-

tions, remained always the fame on the fide of the Capitol and the Tiber : and the

expreffions of Varro clearly refer to a gate which exifted in his own time, or at leaft in

that of Pifo. The fame fenfe may be extrafted from the moft correft writers of anti-

quity, I too well know the danger of exclufive propofitions to affirm, that the phrafe

6 *' Temple
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propoficlons exclufives, pour afTurer que I'exprefTion, Temple de Janus, n'cft

point en ufage parmi les ccrivains des bons ficcles -, mais je vois que Tice Live,

Horace, Suetone et Pline*, le dcfignent toujoursparla dinomination fimple

et propre de Janus GeminuSi ou de Janus ^lirini, ou ^irinus. Virgile, qui

decrit tous les anciens ufages avec le feu d'un poece, et la precifion d'un and-

quaire, aintroduit parmi fes Latins cette ancienne inftitution. II n'y employe

jamais le mot templcy dans le terns qu'il decrit ces portes de la guerre.

Sunt gemincs belli porta, (Jic nomine dicunt,)

Relligione facra etJ^evi formidine Mariis :

Centum arei claudunt veSles, .eternaque ferri

Robora : nee cujlos abfijlit limine Janus f.

Tout reveille ici I'idee d'une arcade, telle que les portes des villes, femiec

des deux cotes par des portes de bronze, et confacree par la ftatue de Janus,

placee peut etre dans une niche dans la muraille. Si les modernes ont

voulu faire du Janus Gemimis, un temple celebre, leur peu d'exaftitude ne

m'empechera pas de le rappeller a fon idee primitive, qui s'accorde trcs bien

avec les exprefllons de Varron. Le Janus et la porte triomphale ont du

etre des portes de la meme enceinte. J 'en conclus feulement que leur iden-

tite

« Temple of Janus" is pot to be found in any writer of pure Latinity ; but T perceive

that Livy, Horace, Suetone, and Pliny '^ always employ the prop<:r expreffion of Janus
Geminus, or Janus Quirini, or Quirinus. Virgil, who defcribes ancient cuftoms with

the fire of a poet, and the accuracy of an antiquary, makes mention of this inftitution

among the ancient Latins ; but never introduces the word " temple" in fpeaking of the

gates of war.

Sunt geniina belli perta, (fic nomine dicunt,)

Relligione fncra et fxvi formidine Martis :

Ckntinn arci claudunt "veETes, aternaque fern
Robora: nee cujlos abjijlit limine Janus \.

In this defcription, every word indicates an arcade, fuch as tlat of the gates of

cities, fiiut on both fides by doors of bronze, and confecrated by a ftatue of Janus,

placed perhaps in a niche in the wall. Although modern writers have endeavoured to

convert the Janus Geminus into a celebrated temple, their want of accuracy needs not

hinder me from giving to the words their primitive fenfe, which p;rfe£lly accords with

the exprefllons of Varro. The triumphal gate and that of Janus belonged, therefore, to

* Tit.Liv. L.i. Sueton. In Aiiguft. xxii. et In Neron, xiii. Horat. Carm. iv. 15. Piin.

iWA.. Nat. xxxiv. 7.

f Virgil. Mnzii, L. vii,6o8.
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tite n'a rien d'impoffible. 2. Pour changer cette poffibil'ite en vraifem-

blance, il fauc rapprocher les objets, et fixer la ficuation du Janus Geminus.

Scion Tite Live*, Numa Pompilius inftiuia le Janus a I'excremitc inferieure

de \\4rgikiuni, pour etre I'indice de la guerre et de la paix. Nous favons

en general que VArgiletum, qui n'a rien d'incertain que fon etymologic, etoit

fitue au pied de la roche Tarpeienne peu cloigneedu Tybre f ; et Servius Ic

determine encore mieux par Ion voifinage du theatre de Marcellus. La

porte des triomphes et le J.vius Gemtnus fc trouveront egalement dans cette

petite partie de I'enceinte, qui s'ctend de la roche Tarpeienne a la riviere.

Nous Ibmmes deja obliges d'y placer trois portes, la Flumentana ou Flami-

ma auprcs de la riviere, la Carmentale, au pied des rochers, et la Triom-

phale, qui fe trouveroit ainfi au milieu des deux autres. Dans une

etendue de cent toifes J, heriffee de tours, eft il fort naturel de fuppofer une

quatiieme porte ? Ne fe fent on pas porte a confondre cette quatrieme

avec une des trois premieres ? Cette idee du Janus dans I'Argiletum,

formellement enoncee par Tite Live et Servius, et tres conforme a Varron,

•.n'eprouve de difficulte que dans I'autorite de Procope
1|, qui place le Temple

J Je I'ai mefuree fur le grand plan de Rome de Nolli.

de

the fame wall. I may thence venture to conclude that their identity is poffible. 2. But

to render the thing probable, we muft endeavour to fix more accurately the fituation of

the Janus Geminus *. According to Livy, Numa Pompilius ere£led it at, the lower ex-

tremity of the Argiletum, to ferve as the index of war and peace. We know that the

Argiletum, though its etymology is uncertain, was ficuate near the foot of the Tarpeian

rock not far from the Tiber f ; and Servius fixes its fite (till more precilely, by faying it

was in the vicinity of the Temple of Marcellus. The triumphal gate and that of Janus

muft alfo have ftood within the limits of this fmall portion of the wall, extending from

the Tarpeian rock to the river. Within the fame limits, therefore, we are obliged to

place three gates, the Flumentana or Flaminia near to the river, the Carmentalis at the

foot of the rock, and the Triumphal in the middle between the two others. In an

extent of only an hundred fathoms § of a wall crowded with towers, is it natural to fup-

pofe a fourth gate ; or is it not more probable that this fuppofed fourth gate was merely

a different name for one of the others ? The placing of Janus in the Argiletum, which

is done exprefsly by Livy and Servius, and which is quite confiftent with the terms of

Varro, is oppofed by no other authority than that of Procoplus i|, who fiys, that the

* Tit. Liv. L. i. Serv. ad ^neid VII. Nardini Roma Antiqua, L. vii. C. 4. p. 439.
f Donati Roma Vetus, L. ii. C. 26. p. 212.

§ I meafured the diflance on Nolii's great map of Rome.

)| Procope de Bell. Gothic, L. i.

4 Temple
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de Janus vis-a-vis du Capitole, et au milieu du Forum. Mais ce meme Pro-

cope nc determine point que ce temple fiit le Janus Geminus ; et en tout cas,

j'aimerois mieux rejetter Tautorite d'un foldat du fixicme fiecle, qui decrit

un monument qui n'exiftoit deja plus, que de fuppofer avec Nardini *, qu'il

y avoit deux Jani, indices de la paix et de la guerre ; I'un I'ancienne Porta

Janudis que Numa convertit en temple ; I'autre un temple qu'il conftruifit

dans VArgiletim. Ces deux Janus font inconnus a toute I'antiquite, et Var-

ron pofe en fait, ce que Tite Live infinue affez clairement, que Numa infti-

nia un nouvel ufage, fans conftruire un nouvel edifice. 3. Les portes de la

guerre et celle du triomphe ctoient done fi pres I'une de I'autre, qu'il eft diffi-

cile de les diftinguer ; mais un autre caraftere fingulier qu'elles polTedoient

en commun, me difpofe encore ales confondre. C'eftcelui d'etre confacrees

par I'opinion publique, et les ceremonies de la religion. Dans la difciplinc

Etrufque f, les murailles etoicnt facrees, mais les portes ctoient profanes ; et

lorfqu'on tracoit le fiUon facre du Pomarium, on interrompoit de tems en

terns I'aftion de la charrue, pour menager a la commodite de la ville ces

forties neceflaires pour les ufages vils et impurs, auxquels on les employoit

fi fouvent. La porte des triomphes, deftinc« uniquement a introduirc dans

k

Temple of Janus ftood oppofite to the Capitol, and in the middle of the Forum. But
Procopius does not fay that this temple was the Janus Geminus ; and whatever he

might fay, I Ihould be inclined rather to reject the authority of a foldier of the fixth

century, who fpoke of a monument no longer in exiftence, than to fuppofe with Nar-

dini * that there were two Janufes, employed as tokens of war and peace ; one of which

was the ancient Porta Janualis, which Numa converted into a temple ; and the other a

temple which he afterwards built in the Argiletum. Thefe two Janufes are totally

unknown to ancient authors ; and Varro direttly fays what Livy plainly infinuates, that

Numa inftltuted a new ceremony without building a new edifice. 3. The gates of war
and triumph were therefore fo near to each other, that it is difficult to diftinguifli

them ; and a peculiarity which they poflefTed in common makes me inclined to con-

fider them as the fame. Both thefe gates were confecrated by public opinion and tht

ceremonies of religion. According to the inftitutions of the Tufcans f , walls were facrcd,

but gates were profane ; and when they traced the facred fite of the Pomcerium, it

was cullomary at times to interrupt the aiiion of the plough, that fpaces might be

left free for tliefe neceffary outlets, which, for the conveniency of the city, mufl
often be defiled by impurities. But the triumphal gate, which was deftined folcly for

* Nardini Roma Antica, L. i. C. iii. p. 13. etL. v. C. vii. p. Ij6 257.
^ riuiaich ill Romul.
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la v'llle la procefTion la plus refpeilable de la religion, ne meritoit point d'eti-c

comprife dans cette loi. Les honneiirs qu'on propoHi pour la memoire

d'Augufte, me perfuadent qu'elle ne retoic pas *. On voit que Tibere fit re-

jetcer ces propofitions qui bleflbient la loi de la religion, et que la propofi-

tion de faire pafler un corps mort par la porte triomphale, y parut auffi

contraire que de faire recueiller fes os par les pretres, et d'empieter fur les

- droits des dieux, en determinant par la vie d'AuguPce la duree d'un fiecle.

C'etoit aux dieux adiftribuer et a annoncer par des prodiges la duree de

chaque periode. 4. L'identite fuppofee des deux portes (dont la refTem-

blance ert auffi marquee) explique parfaitement I'inftitution de Numa, et la

raifon pourquoi la porte s'ouvroit avec la guerre, et fe fermoit avec la paix,

Les fymboks contraires paroitroient beaucoup plus naturels. Un abord libre

et ouvert annonce la tranquilite de la ville. Ce n'eft que lorfque la crainte

ct la defiance, precedees de la guerre contre les ennemis voifins, fe prefentent

aux portes, qu'on fonge a les fermer, et a employer chaque moyen de

defenfe. Mais dans I'inftitution de Numa, le conful ouvroit les portes de la

igloire avec celles de la guerre. Elks demeuroient ouvertes pour ce petit

nombre de grands hommes qui s'etoient acquis le droit d'y entrer. Ellesfi

fcrmoient, lorfque le retour de la paix avoit interrompu le chemin des tri-

omphes^

admitting into the city a mofl venerable religious procefllon, needed not to be included

under this law •, and that it certainly was not, appeared from what happened refpeding

the honours which it was propofed to bcftow on the memory of Auguftus *. Tiberius

rejefted thefe, however, as offenfive to religion ; to which the propofition of making

a dead body pafs through the triumphal gate v/as reckoned as contrary as that of col-

k£ling the bones of Auguftus by the hands of priefts, and of determining the age or

century by the length of his life. It belonged to the gods alone to mark by prodigies

the duration of each period. 4. The fuppofed identity of the two gates, whofe refem-

blance is very ftriking, perfeftly explains the inftitution of Numa, and the reafon why

Janus was open in war and {hut in peace. The contrary fymbols might appear more

natural. A free and open accefs to a city befpeaks the fccurity of peace. Amidft the

fear and diftruit occaConed by war ngainft neighbouring enemies, the fliutting of the

gates is employed as the moft natural means of defence. But by the inftitution of

Numa, the gates of war were opened, becaufe they were the gates of glory; and they

continued open, to admit the fmall number of great" men, who were entitled to pafs

through them. They were, on the other hand, fliut when the return of peace fhut up

» Sucton. in Aug. C. 100. Tacit. Annal. I. 8.
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omphes. Les Remains ne I'ont que raremcnt interrompu. L'exercice de cette

fondlion ne dependoit pas feulement de la paix aftuelle, dont la republique

a tres Ibuvent joui, mais encore de la difpolicion dufenata rentrctenir, dif-

pofition qu'il n'a cprouvee que fous les regnes tranquiiles de Numa et d'Au-

gufte, et dans cet ecat d'cpuifement qui fuivk la premiere guerre Punique,

Sur le Spectacle.

Il faut s'arreter. Ce chapitre menace de devenir un volume. Renvoyons

aux antiquaircs le foin de detailler le fpedacle du triomphe, les victimes,

ks facrificateurs, les vafes d'or et d'argent, et les couronnes. Je ne veux

m'attacher qu'a une feule reflexion plus digne d'un philofophe, et qui dif-

tinguoit fi avantageufement cette ceremonie, de ces pompes fi vaines et fi

fatigantes qui n'infpirent que le mepris et I'ennui. Cette ceremonie rendoit

les fpeftateurs eux-memes acleurs, en leur prefentant des objets grands,

reels, et qui ne pouvoient que les interefler.

Les fpeflacles les plus brillans des cours, les caroufels de Louis XIV. ou

ks fetes du Due de Wirtemberg, prouvent toujours la magnificence, et fou-

vent

zo:

the triumplial road. Among the Romans, indeed, this road was rarely interrupted.

For the ceremony of {hutting Janus required not merely an actual peace, which the

Romans often enjoyed, but an inclination alfo in the fenate to render that peace lading;

an inclination which that body teftified only during the tranquil reigns of Numa ar.d

Auguflus, and during that period of national weaknefs which was occafioned bv tlie

-firlt Punic war..

On the Triumphal Shows and Ceremonies.

It is here neceffary to paufe. This chapter might become a volume. We may
commit to antiquaries the care of defcribing the triumphal fhow ; the viftims, facri-

fices, vafes of gold and filver, and crowns. 1 fhall dwell on one circumftance alone,

more deferving the attention of a philofopher, becaufe by it this inftitution is honour-

ably diftinguifiied from thofe vain and fatiguing folemiiities which' create nothing but

wearinefs or contempt. The triumph converted the fpe£lators. into a£lors, by (hewing

to them obje£ts great, real, and which could not fail to move their affedions.

The niofl; brilliant fhov/s in courts, the caroufals of Lewis XIV. or the fcftivities

©£ the Duke of Wuitemberg, attefted the wealth, and fometimcs the taite, of

I . grinces-
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vent le gout dii monarque. On peut quelquefois y jetter un coup d'ceil,

pour reraarquer I'etat des moeurs ec les progrcs des arts dans un fiecle ou

dans un pays ; mais ce coup d'ceil devient blentot trifle et languiflant -, je vois

que ces frais immenfes fe terminent a raffaher la variite, et a charmer les

ennuis d'un feul homme ; je vois des troupeaux de courtifans indifferens ou

ennuyes, qui s'occupent triftement il mafquer le degout fous les traits du

plaifir. J'entends les cris plaintifs d'un peuple qui eprouva dans une chafle

brillante, la defolation d'une province, et qui voit dans ces lambris dores, les

traces de cent chaumieres ecrafees fous le poids des impots, et je detourne

les yeux avec horreur. Les ceremonies de la religion, lorfqu'elles fe pre-

fcntent au peuple avec un appareil impofant, doivent intereffer les fpedlateurs

par les endroits les plus fenfibles ; mais pour eprouver leur influence com-

plettcment, il faut recevoir avec foi le fyfteme theologique fur lequel elks font"

fondees, et fe trouver meme dans cctte difpoficion d'efprit, qui ouvre Tame

aux craintes de la fuperftition. Si ces ceremonies n'excitent pas le refpedt,

on les envifage avec le mepris de la plus ridicule pantomime.

Dans les triomphes tout etoit grand et interelfant. Pour eprouver les

fenfations qu'ils excitoient, il fufRlbit d'etre homme et Remain. Le citoyen

fpe<ftateur voyoit I'image, dirai-je, ou la realite de la gloire defa republique.

Les

princes. We may throw a glance on them, to remark the ftate of arts and manners in a

certain age or country ; but our eyes are foon tired or dilgufted by perceiving that

thefe immenfe expences are confumed in relieving the languor or gratifying the vanity

of one man. I perceive crowds of courtiers indifFerent, or yav/ning, or wretchedly

occupied in concealing, u»ider the mafic of pleafure,' their inward unealinefs. I hear

the loud complaints of a whole people ; who have felt, in an expenfive hunting-match

the defolation of a province ; and can trace, in a gilded dome, the marks of an hun-

dred cottages, overwhelmed by the weight of taxes. From fuch objefts I remove my
attention with horror. The ceremonies of religion, when prefented to mankind in a

venerable garb, ought powerfully to interefl their affeftions ; but their influence can-

not be completely felt, unlefs the fpeiflators have a firm faith in the theological fyftem

on which they are founded ; and unlefs they alfo feel in themfelves that particular tlif-

pofition of mind which lays it open to religious terrors. Such ceremonies, when they

are not viewed with refpett, are beheld with the contempt excited by the mofl

ridiculous pantomime.

In the triumph, every circumflance was great and interefling. To receive its full

impreflion, it was enough to be a man and a Roman. With the eyes of citizens, the

fpe^ators faw the image, or rather the reality of the public glory. The treafurcs

which
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Les trcfors qui pafToient dcvant fes yeux, les monumens les plus precieiix

des arts, les depouilles fanglantes des ennemis, liii retracoient le tableau fidele

de la guerre, et I'inftruifoit de rimportance de la conquete. Un langage

muet, mais facile, lui racontoit les dangers et la valeur de fes compatriores

;

des fymboles choifis avec gout, lui cxpolbient ftns peine les villes, les ri-

vieres, les montagnes, theatre des exploits des Remains, et jufqu'aiix dieux

des nations qu'ils avoient foumis au Jupiter du Capitole. L'orgueil, la cu-

riofite, la devotion, que des faveurs fi recentes et fi fenfibles portoient juf-

qu'au fanatifmc, fe confondoient en un fentiment fort et dominant. Quel-

quefois une pafllon plus tendre s'infinuoit dans fon ame, lorfqu'il voyoit fon

fils, fon frere, ou fon ami, qui fuivoit le char de triomphe, echappe aux

perils de la guerre, et couronne des recompenfes de fa valeur. Lagloire du

General lui meme ne fe bornoit point a fa famille, ni a fes amis. EUe

s'etendoit a chaque citoyen qui fe rejouifibit de la nouvelle dignite qu'elle

repandoit fur le nom Romain, et qui fe fouvenoit peut ctre qu'il avoit lui

meme donnc fon fouffrage, pour clever au confulat ce grand homme dont fa

penetration avoit demele le merite, et que fon defrntcreflement avoit prefers

a tous fes c mules.

Lorfque
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which were carried in procefTion, the mod precious monuments of art, the bloody

fpoils of the enemy, exhibited a faithful pi£lure of the war, and illuflrated the import-

ance of the conquefl. A filent but forcible language inftrudled the Romans in the

exploits and valour of their countrymen : fymbols chofen with tafte fhewed to them
the cities, rivers, mountains, the fcenes of their national enterprize, and even the eods

of their proftrate enemies, fubdued under the majefly of Capitoline Jupiter. Untler

the impreffion of recent and manifefl; favours, pride, curiofity, and devotion warmed
into one ftrong and prevailing paffion of enthufiafm. Sometimes fentiments more
tender penetrated the citizen's heart, when he beheld a fon, a brother, or a friend

efcaped from the dangers of war, following the triumphal chariot, and crowned witli

the rewards of his valour. The general's glory was not confined within the narrow
fphere of his own Xamily and friends. It redounded to the honour of every citizen

who rejoiced at the new dignity thereby acquired to the Roman name ; and who re-

membered, perhaps, that his own vote had helped to raife to the confulftiip tlie great

man, whofe merit lie had the difcernment to perceive, and whom he had the difin-

tereftednefs to preler to all his rivals.

When
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Lorfque le citoyen jettolt un regard fur les rois vaincus, qu'on tralnoit

devantle char du vainqueur, fon orgueil triomphoit en nieme terns de ces

rois et de rhumanite outragee. Si un fentiment de picie per^oit a travers

fes fiers prejuges, s'il s'attendriflbit fur la chute du monarque, ou fur I'innd-

cence de fes enfans qui fentoient a peine ce qu'ils avoient perdu, il etoit

paye de fes larmes par cette fenfation delicieufe que la nature a feu y

attacher.

On ne connoit que trop le fort infortune de ces princes ; viftimes de la

raifon d'etat, et de I'orgueil Romain, ils ne terminoient une captivite hon-

teufe, que par une mort infame, qu'on n'avoit retardee que pour les avilir

encore mieux par le fpedlacle du triomphe. Je trouve ccpendant dans la

conduite des Remains ^ ctt egard, une bizarrerie alTez difficile a expliquer.

En voici un exemple fingulier. Aprcs la conquete de la Macedoine et le

triomphe de Paul Emile, le fcnat relegua Perfec a Alba Facetia, dans le pays

des Marfes ; il lui procura toutes les douceurs qui peuvent fe feparer de la

liberte, et apres fa mort il lui fit des funcrailles publiques et honorables :

traitement bien different dc celui qu'eprouva le malheureuex Jugurtha, qui

cxpira dans un cachot, aprcs avoir reffenti tous les tourmens de la faim et

du

When the citizen call his eye on the vanquiflied kings dragged in triumph, his owa

pride triumphed at once over them and infulted humanity. But if a fentiment of com-

panion overcame his flern prejudices, and he melted at the fight of a fallen monarch,

and his innocent children flill unconfcious of their misfortune, his tendernefs muft

have been rewarded with that delightful pleafure with which nature repays fuch

tears.

The lot of thofe unfortunate princes is but too well known. Viclims of {late-

policy and Roman pride, they ended a fliamefiil captivity by an ignominious death,

which had been delayed only by their difgrace of being led in triumph. In the

condudl of the Romans toward them, there was however a fingular capricioufnefs,

which it is not eafy to explain. Of this, the following is a memorable example.

After the triumph of Paulus Emilius for the conquell of Macedon, the fenate banifhed

Perfeus to Alba Facetia, in the territory of the Marfi, fiipplied him with every comfort

that can be enjoyed without liberty, and honoured his remains with the pomp of a

public funeraL This treatra.ent was totally the reverfe of that experienced by the un-

happy Jugurtha, who expired in a dungeon, after enduring the torments of hunger and

defpairj torments the more horrible in his forlorn and folitary (late, unrelieved by the

hope

,
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du dcicfpoir; tourmens d'autant plus horribles que'rame abandonnee a. ellc

meme, n'eft point foutenue par I'efperance de la gloire, la prefence des

fpedlateiirs, et I'appareil meme de ces fiipplices, qui la forcifie en I'efFrayant.

Pourqupi cette difference dans le fort de ces deux princes ? L'an et I'autre,

ennemis jures du nom Romain, ecoient teints du fling d'un frere ami de la

rcpublique. A ces crimes Perfee avoit ajoute I'affaninat d'un roi allie du

fenat, et rencreprife d'empoifonnerles ambaffadeurs de Rome. Mais Perfee

etoit un monument de la vertu desRomains>qui revoyoient avec plaifir tous ies

veftiges d'une guerre aufll glorieufe, pendant qu'ils aiiroient voulu enfcvelir

avec Jugurtha la mcmoire de leur honte. Les legions Romaines envoyces

fous le joug, les confuls, les ambafladeurs, le fenat entier, corrompus par

ce prince, route la turpitude de la rcpublique dcvoilee a I'univers : voila

les forfaits de Jugurtha, et ceux que Rome ne pouvoit jamais lui par-»-

donner.

aRoME> le 13 Decembre I764.

hope of glory, the prefence of fpe£tators, or the (how of a public execution, which,

while it frightens, fortifies the mind. What was the veafon for making this difference ?

Both princes were fworn enemies of the Roman name, and each was ftained with the

blood of a brother who had been a friend to the Romans. To thefe crimes Perfeus

had added the afTalTination of a king allied to the fenate, and an attempt to poifon the

Roman ambafladors. But Perfeus was a monument of the virtue of the republic.

With him was aflbciated the idea of a glorious war; but, with Jugurtha, the Romans
mult have wiflied to bury for ever the memory of their own difgrace ; their legions

made to pafs under the yoke ; confuls, ambafladors, the whole fenate, corrupted by
the bribes of that prince -, the concealed bafenefs of the republic unveiled to the whole

world. Such were the crimes of Jugurtha, crimes for which the Romans could

never polhbly forgive him.

Rome, 13th December 1764,

VOL. 11. l^
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N° VIII.

a Rome, le 29 Novembre 1764.

J'Ar
eu entre les mains un MS. de VAhbe Gio Vicenzo Gravina, qui

appartient a M. Lumfden, gentilhomme Anglois, tt ami de M.
Byers qui me I'a procure. II eft intitule Del Governo Civile di

Roma; in ^to. pp. jB; et traite principalement des revolutions qu'a eprouve

cette ville depuis la chute de I'empire Romain ; fujet qui m'interefle beau-

coup. Cet ouvrage eft un abrege tres bienfaitj mais, a dire vrai, ce n'eft

qu'un abrege. L'auteur n'a point approfondi fon fujet, il n'a point foullle

dans les archives. 11 cite rarement, et ne cite que les auteurs tres connus,

tels que Baronius, Blondus, ou Sigonius. Detachons cependant, fans fuite

et fans methode, quelques circonftances dont je dois la connoifTance a cet

ouvrage.

Apres la fondation de Conftantinople, la Nouvelle Rome cedoit par tout

le pas a fa foeur ainee. Le conful pour I'Occident paflbit devant celui de

rOrient.

—

Procope Hijioire Secrette.

M. Gra-

p. 7.

N' vrii.

Rome, agih December 1764..

I
HAVE been reatKn^ a MS. of the Abbe Geo. Vicenzo Grtivina, which

belongs to Mr. Lumfden, a Scotch gentleman, and a friend of Mr. Byers,

through whofe means I procured it. The title of it is, Del Gover-no Civik di

Roma ; in 4to. pp. 76 : and its principal fiibjeft, the revolutions of the city

after the fall of the empire ; a fubje£l which intcrefts me much. This performance

is an excellent abridgment, but merely an abridgment; the author not having founded

the depths of his fubjeft, nor ranfacked archives. His citations are few ; and thofe

only of well-known authors, fuch as Baronius, Blondus, or Sigonius. It may, how-

ever, be worth while to extract, without order or method, the particulars which I have

learned from this work.

After the foundation of Conftantinople, New Rome yielded in all matters of cere-

^ ^'
mony to her elder fifter. The conful preceded the conful of tlie 'S.^^.—Procopius's

Secret Hifitry.
'

,

I Mr, Gra-
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M. Gravina adopte les donations de Pepin et de Charlemagne j mais dans p. 8.

fon fyfteme ces princes donnerent le duche de Rome et I'exarcbat de Ra-
venne aux Papes, comme aux chefs du fenat et de Ja rcpublique Romaine,

fouverains legitimes de I'ltalie pendant la vacance de I'empire.

Dans le ibulevement des Remains contre le Roi Hugues et Marozia, ils p. 13, 14.

ctablirent leur gouvernement ancien des deux confuls annuels et des tribuas,

Lejeune Albe lie flit un des premiers confuls. Gravina citeBIondus; mais

Muratori, qui place cetevenement en 932 aulieude 928, ne parle point dc

confuls. Je fuis cependant tres portc ay ajouter foi. lis ont etc, certaine-

ment retablis vers ce tems la.

M. Gravina penfe qu'Othon III abolit le confulat en 995, ^pres Ja mort p. 21.

de Crefcence. La chofe paroicroit vraifemblable -, mais il ne cite perfonne

;

et Ton a des preuves que le confuls fubfiftoient immediatement apres, aufli

bien que dans le -fiecle fuivant.

Innocent III. re^ut I'hommage du prefet de Rome, et lui donna I'invef- p. 43, 44.

titure de fon emploi. Sigon. de Regn. Ital.—A la pricre du peuple il crea

cinquante fenateurs pour gouverner la ville ; mais comme ils abuferent ex-

tremement

Mr. Gravina believcsiii the donations of Pepin and Charlemagne. But-, according p. 8.

to him, thefe princes gave the duchy of Rome and the exarchate of Ravenna to

the popes, as chiefs of the fenate and Roman repubhc during the vacancy of the

empire.

In the infurredion of the Romans againfl King Hugh and Marozia, they efta- p. i-, 14,

bliflied their ancient government by two annual confuls and tribunes. Young Al-
beric was one of the firft confuls. Gravina cites Blondus ; but Muratori who
places this event in the year 932 inllead of 928, does not fpeak of confuls. I am
inclined however to beheve Gravina. The confuls were certainly re-eflabliflied about
that time.

Mr. Gravina thinks that Otho III. abolhhed the confulfliip in 995, after the death p. zi.

of Crefcentius. The obfervation feems probable
; yet he does not give his authority

;

and it is proved that the office of conful fubfifted immediately afterwards, as well as in
the following age.

Innocent III. received the homage of the prefed of Rome, and granted to him the p. 43, 44.
inveftiture of his ofBce. Sigon. de Regn. Ital.—At the requeft of the people, he created
fifty fenators to govern the city ; but as they exceedingly abufed their power, he re-

3 ^ 2 duced



V4 RECUEIL de mes OBSERVATIONS, ^c.

tremcment de leur pouvoir, ils ks reduifit a iin fcul, etabli pour rendre la juf-

tice. Cantilius de Romana Hijtoria a Carlo Magna.

p. 55, 56. Sous le pontificat de Martin IV. les Orfini, pour fe venger de Taffront

qu'ils avoient re$u des Annibaldefi (qui les avoient chafles de Viterbe, apres

la mort de leur oncle Nicolas III.), entrerent a main armee dans Rome

qu'ils remplirent de nialTacres et d'incendies. lis brulerent alors ces anciens

edifices fur la defcente du Mont Capicolin, dont nous voyons encore

les ruines.

duced them to one only, appointed to diftributejuftice, CantUlus de Romana Hiftoria

Carolo Magna.

p. S5> S^t Under the pontificate of Martin IV. the Orfini, to avenge the affront which they

had received from the Annibaldefi (who had driven them from Viterbo after the death

of their uncle Nicholas III.), entered with an armed force into Rome, which they

ravaged with fire and fword. At that time were burnt the ancient edifices whofe

juins are ftill vifible on the declivity of the Capitoline hill.
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OUTLINES
OF THE-

HISTORY OF THE WORLD.

The Ninth Century. 300—qoo,

rpHE more civilized part of the globe was divided between the Chriftians

and the Mahometans j the former under two emperors, the latter un-

der two caliphs, i. The newly- ereded empire of tlie Franks extended over

France, Germany, and Italy, and even the Chrillian princes of Britain and

the mountains of Spain relpedled the power and dignity of Charlemagne.

2. The empire of the Greeks, or as they vainly ftyled it, of the Romans,

had preferved only Macedonia, Thrace, and Afia Minor. 3. The caliphs

of the houfe of Ommiyah reigned in Spain. 4. Africa, Egypt, Syria,

Arabia, and Perfia, were fubjeft to the AbafTides. Whatever lay beyond

the limits of thefe four empires was ftill pagan, and, excepting China, ftill

barbarous.

The overgrown monarchy of the Abaflkles foon declined. The powerful

viceroys of great and diftant provinces gradually ufurped the prerogatives,

though they ftill refpedted the dignity of the caliph. The reigns of Al Rafliid, -75_8ogv
Al Mamun, and Al Motaflem were, however, wife and profperous : but tlieir 813—8'*.

feeble fuccelTors, immerfed in the luxury of the feraglio, refigned the guard of 833—841.

their throne and perfon to a body of Turkifh mercenaries, who, as their

intereft or paffions might diflate, depofed, maffacred, and created the lieu- 866—86
tenants of the prophet. At length they began to experience the dire effedls 870.

of the emhufiafm to which they owed their grandeur, A feft of defperate 892.

fanatics
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fanatics, called Karmathians, diftiirbed Irack and Arabia. The affaffins of

Syria, fo much dreaded during the crufades, were the Lift remains of

them.

The ruin of the French empire was morfe precipitate and attended with

greater calamities. It is chiefly to be afcribed to the fierce fplrit of the

Franks, unable to lupport either an arbitrary or a legal government i to the

814—840. incapacity of Lewis the Debonnaire, and to the ambition of his four Ions,

^+** who, in one battle, deftrojed a hundred thoufand of their fubjeds. The

di(»nity of the throne and blood of Charlemagne was' eclipf;d, as every

prince divided-his dominions among his children j and the fplrit of union

*7S' was irrecoverably loft. Charles the Bald difgraced the imperial purple by

acknowledging tiiat he held it from the favour of his fubjed: the biftiop of

Rome. Another Charles, as unworthy as the former, was depofed by his

fubjefts, and the vacant empire ufurped by the kings of France, of Bur-

<'^undy, of Aries, of Germany, and of Italy, all ftrangers to the family of

Charlemagne. The dukes and the counts who had ferved their ambition,

converted their governments into hereditary pofleffior^s, which they fhared

among their barons, and thefe again among their followers ; the fuperior ftill

re ferving the faith, homage, and military fervlcf of his vaffal. The jp,ep-

ple, both of the cities and country, was reduced to a ftate of ilavery. The

clergy fometimes imitated, and fometimes moderated the tyranny of the

. military order.

In the mean while the Normans from the North, the Hungarians from

the Eaft, and the Arabs, or Saracens, from the South, aflauked this de-

849. fcncelefs empire on every fide. Rome and Paris were beficged, and thefe

^^S- invaders often met each other in the centre of the ruined provinces. The

Nbrmans efpecially, animated by the Saxons, great numbers of whom had

retired into Scandinavia to efcape the bloody baptifm of Charlemagne, in-

flided a dreadful revenge on the perfons and property of the Chriftian

priefts.

The union of the Saxon heptarchy was effefted by Egbert, king of the

Weft Saxon's, who had been trained to arms and policy in the fchool of

Charlemagne ; but it Was fcarcely yet cemented, "when England experienced

the fame calamities as the Continent from the Danes or Normans. They

were with much difficulty expelled, or fubdued, by the viftories of Alfred.

Amidft the deepeft gloom of barbarlfp, the virtue of Antoninus, the learning

and
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and valour of Caefar, and the legiflative genius of Lycurgus, fhone forth

united in that patriot king. Several of his inftitutions have furvived the

Norman conqueft, and contributed to form the Engliffi conftitutlon.

The Arabs, whether fubjeft to the houfe of Abbas or to that of Ommi-

yah, formed but one people. The Chriftians of the weftern and eaftern

empires had fcarcely any common refembhnce, except of religious fuperfti-

tion. The Franks had almoft forgotten to read or write, in the mod literal

fenfe of thefe words. The Greeks preferved their ancient authors without

attempting to imitate them. But the Arabs were poets and philofophers

;

bewildered themfelves very ingcnioufly in the maze of metaphyfics, and

improved the more ufeful fciences of phyfic, aftronomy, and the mathe-

matics. The arts, which minifter to the convenience and luxury of life,

were known only in the Eaft, and at Conftantinople.

From thefe arts the Arabs derived their fplendor, and the Greeks their

exiftence. A people without valour or difcipline, and a throne perpetually

ftained wkh blood and occupied by weak princes, could not long have

withftood the numerous enemies which on every fide furrounded them.

Conftantinople alone, attradting by its fituation and induftry the commerce

of Europe and Afia, fupplied the abfolute monarch with an inexhaultible

fource of wealtli and power.

The Tenth Century. 9co— iooo.

Out of rtfpf:& to Charlemagne's memory, Charles the Simple and his SgS^-jS;.

defcendants to the third generation, were permitted to hold the crown of

France : but it was a crown without either power or fplendcff. Italy, with

the imperial dignity ; Germany, with the neighbouring provinces of Lor-

raine, Alface, Franche Comce, Dauphine, and Provence, were fepa-p

rated from the French monarchy. The laft Carlovihgiari princes, reduced

to the city of Laon, beheld the mifery of their country^ and the wars

among their great vaffals. Of thefe the moft powerful were the dukes of

France, of Normandy, of Burgundy, and of Acquitain -, the counts of

Flanders, of Champagne, and of Thouloufe. Rollo, the firfl. duke of 9»2'

Normandy, acquired that fertile province by conqueft and by treaty : liis

barbarian followers readily adopted th;q French manners, religion, and 'an-

.guagc. Hugh Capetj duke of ^France, and count of Paris and Orleans, 987-956.

wrcftcd
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987. wrefted from the laft of the Carlovingians the fceptre, which ftill remains

-in the hands of his pofterity : but his new regal title fcarccly gave him any

authority over his /)^£rj, and his ample fiefs compofed a very inconfidcrable

kingdom.

The Germans, freed from the French yoke, elecfted for their king Con-
018—936. rad duke of Franconia, and after him a line of Saxon princes. Henry the

Fowler challifed the Hungarians, civilized his rude fubjeds, and was the

firft founder of cities in the interior parts of Germany. His fon, Otho the

Great, pafied the Alps, gave laws to Italy and to the popes, and for ever

fixed the imperial dignity in the German nation. He impofed a tribute on

the vanquilhed Danes and Bohemians, and fmce that time the King of Bo-

hemia has acknowledged himfelf the firft vaflal of the German empire,

which was treated with contempt by the Greeks, reludantly fubmitted to by

g,_ the Italians, but refpefted by the reft of Europe. The fecond and third

983—1002. Otho, fon and grandfon to the firft, fupported, though with lefs vigour and

capacity, the claims which he tranfmitted to them.

Spain flouriftied under the happy government of the Ommiades more

than in any former or later period. Their capital, Cordova, is faid to have

contained two hundred thoufand houfes, and the adjacent country twelve

thoufand villages. The aftive genius of the Arabs was at once employed in

war, fcience, agriculture, manufaftures, and commerce. The annual re-

012—961. venue of the^caliph Abdoubrahman III. exceeded fix millions fterling, and

6— 6
probably furpafled that of all the Chriftian kings united. Under the reign

of his grandfon, the viziers became mafters of the palace, and the govern-

ors of their provinces.

The Chriftian princes of Gothic or Gafcon extradtion, who had maintain-

ed their independence in the Pyrenean and Afturean mountains, and of whom

the king of Leon was the moft confiderable, prepared to take advantage

of the inteftine divifions of the Mahometans.

A new empire arofe in Africa. Obeidollah, who ftiled himfelf the de-

fcendant and avenger of Ali, reduced under his obedience the whole

country from the Atlantic ocean to the frontiers of Egypt, together with the

ifland of Sicily ; and founded the dynafty of the Fatimite caliph. Moez

969. Ledinilla, the fourth in defcent and fucceflion from him, conquered Egypt

and Syria, and built Grand Cairo on the banks of the Nile, which foon

became one of the firft cities of the world. But in proportion 33 the Fati-

a mite

1



HISTORY OF THE WORLD. 409

mite caliphs extended their conquefts towards the Eaft, their weftern do-

minions of Africa efcaped from their yoke. In the mean while the Arabs

of Mauritania, who ftill retained their paftoral life, fpread the terror of

their arms and the law of Mahomet among the negro nations in the inte-

rior parts of Africa.

The empire of the Abaflides was difmembered by twenty dynafties, 936.

Arabs, Turks, and Perfians. The caliph of Bagdad, a prilbner in his

palace, enjoyed the vain honour of being named firfl: in the public prayers,

and of granting the inveftiture of his provinces to every fortunate ufurper.

The Greeks feized the favourable opportunity, recovered Antioch, and

once more extended their power as far as the banks of the Euphrates.

As England formed a feparate world, which maintained very little inter-

courfe with other nations, it may be referved for the laft place. Edward the 900—924..

elder and Athelftan inherited the military virtues of Alfred. The great 924—9^0-

grandfon of that prince, Edgar, is celebrated by the monks for his profufe 959-975*

devotion to their order j and by rational men, for the attention he gave to the

natural ftrength of his kingdom, a maritime power. The Danes, who fmce

the time of Alfred had refpefted the coafts of England, renewed their

attacks as foon as they difcovered the weaknefs of young Ethelred, the fon

of Edgar.

While the Mufulmans, notwithftanding their inteftine troubles, preferved 978—1016;

the light of fcience, Europe funk ftill deeper into ignorance, barbarifm,

and fuperftition. The Benedidine abbeys, though they nurfed the laft of

thefe monfters, oppofed fome faint refiftance againft the two former. They

tranfcribed ancient books, improved their lands, and opened an afylum for

the flaves of feudal tyranny, which had every where ereifled fortified caftles

on the ruins of cities and villages. The inhabitants of the rocks of Genoa,

and of the marfties of Venice, began to feek, firft a fubfiftence, and foon

afterwards weakh and power, in the ufeful employments of trade and na-

vigation.

The Eleventh Century.

The general hiftory of this age may be comprehended under four great icoo—iio«,

events, i. The empire of the Turks in A fia. 2. The difputes between

the emperors and the popes, j. The conqueft of England and Naples by

the Normans ; and, 4. The crufades againft the Mahometans.

VOL. II. 30 I. Mah-
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I . Mahmud of Gafna was the firfl prince, who, under the empire of the

caliphs, afiumed the title of Sultan. He reigned over the eaftern parts of

Perfia, and invaded the rich and peaceful nations of Hindoftan, feveral of

which bowed to his yoke, and to that of the Alcoran. As he had occafion

for great armies, he invited into his fervice the tribe of Seljuk, one of the

bravcft and moft numerous among the Turks. They ferved the father, but

lo^u rebelled againfl the fon. The feveral dynafties of Perfia fell fuccefllvely

1038 — 1063. before the fword of Togrul Beg, their firft fovereign. The feeble caliph of

1055. Bagdad was obliged to grant him the inveftiture of his conquefts, and to re-

1063— 1072. ceive a Turk for his protector and his fon in law. Alp Arflan, the fuccef-

for of Togrul, took the Emperor Romanus Diogenes prifoner in a great

battle, and treated him with a generous courtefy that would have done

loSo. honour to the moft civilized nations. Afia Minor, a part of the Greek

empire, and Syria and Paleftine, then fubjetSt to the caliphs of Egypt, were

1072 — 1092. fubdued by the victorious Turks. The empire of Malek Shah extended

from India to the Hellcfpont : his court was the feat of learning, juftice, and

magnificence. The Turks, who had adopted the religion and manners of

the Arabs, ftudied to conceal from the nations of Afia that they had changed

their matters.

1002-—1024. 2. The emperor Otho III. was fucceeded by his coufin Henry II. fur-

1024— 104.3. named the Saint, becaufe he chofe to be the laft of his family. The
1043—1056. Franconian princes, Conrad the Salic, Henry III. and Henry IV. fucceed-

^ ~ ' * ed to the houfe of Saxony. Thefe emperors poflefTed as much power as

was compatible Vv-ith the feudal fyftem. Their great vaflals were more ac-

cuftomed to order and obedience than thofe of France. They enjoyed a

large domain and revenue in Germany. Italy, once the miftrefs, and fince

the flave of the nations, was treated as a conquered country. The right of

granting the inveftiture of benefices, and even of the fee of Rome, became

1073— 10S5. in their hands an inexhauftible fourcc either of power or of profit. Gre-

gory VII. a monk of a daring and obftinate fpirit, embraced the pretence of

aboliftiing fimony, and the opportunity of delivering himfelf and his fuccef-

V fors from an odious yoke. The emperor was excommunicated and de-

pofed, and thefe fpiritual arms were feconded, either from interefted or pious

motives, by the Normans, by the Countefs Matilda, by the princes of

Germany, and even by the fons of Henry. Though he defended himfelf

with vigour, and was viflorious in fixty-fix battles, the church ftill main-

7 tained
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tainedthe war with new refources, and inflexible refolution; and the Roman

pontiff exalted his mitre above all the crowns in Europe.

3. In this century, England was twice fubdued by foreign invaders. Sweyn

the Dane ravaged the country; but his Ton Canute, who had embraced ici6— 1036.

Chriftianity, was acknowledged king by the nation, and fhewed himfelf

as mild in peace as he had been terrible in war. The dominion of the

Danes expired v/iththe fons of Canute, and Edward the Confeflbr afcended loiz— ic65.

without oppofition the vacant throne. The rriore than doubtful teftament

of this weak prince, the laft of the Saxon line, was however the beft pre-

tence with which William, the baftard Duke of Normandy, could colour his

invafion of England. In the decifive battle of Haftings, the valour of the •c6'5.

Englifh v/as unable to withfband the flower of Europe's chivalry, led on by . ° " '^'

an experienced general, and fupported by the thunder of a papal excommu-

nication. William fecured his conqueft, at firft by the mofl: gentle, after- 1066—1087.

wards by the moft violent meafures. He attempted to aboliOa the laws and

language of the Anglo-Saxons, and divided their country among the com-

panions of his vidlory. Fourteen hundred manors, which he referved for

the crown, formed an ample and independent revenue. Sixty thoufand

knights were bound by duty and intereft to fupport the throne of their

benefaftor. The government was miUtary ; and a military government

always verges towards defpotifm. The only compenfation which England

received for fo many calamities, was a fyftem of manners fomewhat more

polifned, and a more extenfive influence on the Continent. The power of

William the Conqueror and of his fon, William Rufus, eclipfed their fove- 10S7— no
reigns the kings of France. Robert, Henry I. and Philip I. the fuccefTors 996—1031.

of Hugh Capet in lineal defcent, wanted both talents and opportunity to 1031—1060.

wreft the prerogatives and provinces of their crown from the great vaflals
'c6c— ijcS.

on whofc ufurpations time had almoft bellowed a legal fandion.

The Normans were at that time renowned in arms beyond all the Euro-

pean nations. A few private gentlemen of Normandy, who vifited the ioi6.

fouthcrn parts of Italy as pilgrims, and ferved there as mercenaries, foon

formed themfelves into a little army of conquerors, and erefted a formidable >C5"— lo^c.

power on the ruins of the Greeks, the Arabs, and the Lombards. Robert

Guifcard, the greateft of their chiefs, who palTed the Alps with only fix

horfemen and thirty foot, attained the honour of protecting Gregory MI.
and of feeing both the emperors of the Weft and of the Eaft fuccefilvely fly

2 G 2 before
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before him. His vaft projefts againft the latter of thefe empires were in-

terrupted only by an untimely death. The devotion, or the policy of the

Normans, engaged them to put their conquefts under the proteftion off St.

Peter; and, fince that time, the kingdom of Naples has been a fief of the

church of Rome.

1C38. 4. As foon as the caliphate of Spain was deftroyed, the Chriftians

emerged from obfcurity, and in their turn attacked the Moors or Arabs,

now divided into twenty petty fovereigndes. While each Mahometan

prince defended himfelf feparately, all were vanquifhed, but the viflory

was long doubtful and bloody. Every diftrid coft a battle : every city a

1085. fiege. The fiege of Toledo lafted a year, and the reputation of the Spa-

nilli general, celebrated in hiftory and romance under the name of the Cid,

attrafted the braveft knights of Italy and France to his ftandard. The do-

1065— J 109. minions of his mafter, Alfonfo VI. compreliended both the Caftiles, Leon,

Bifcay, Afturcas, and Gallicia. The Spanifh princes of Navarre, Arragon,

and Catalonia were ftill confined between the Ebro and the Pyrenees.

•072- About the fame time Count Roger, the Norman, brother of Robert Guif-

card, expelled the Arabs from the ifland of Sicily, and purfued them to

the coaft of Africa.

Thefe advantages were preludes to the great enterprize of the crufades.

When we recoiled that arms and devotion were the ruling paffions of the

independent barons and their numerous followers, and that fame, riches, and

Paradife were held forth as the lure rewards of this holy warfare, we fhall

be the lefs furprized that more than a million of men enlifted under the

banner of the Crofs. Of this undifciplined multitude, the far greater part

perilhed in Hungary and Afia Minor. Godfrey of Bouillon, and the other

Chriftian leaders, arrived on the banks of the Jordan with only twenty

^^99' thoufand foot and fifteen hundred horfe j but even this handful of warriors

was fufficient to recover the holy fepulchre, and to eftablifli a feeble and

tranfitory dominion over Jerufalem, Antioch, Tripoli, and EdefTa. The

French and Normans had the greateft fhare in the folly and glory of the firft

crufade, which roufed Europe from its long and profound lethargy, and was

produftive of much unforefeen benefit to the popes, the kings of France,

and the commercial ftates of Italy.

Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Poland, Bohemia, and Hungary adopted

die Chriftian^ or rather Popilh faith, ^ a more civilized life, and the firft:

rudiments
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rudiments of feudal policy. The converfion of RufTia was the work of the

Greek church. The Sclavonian tribes on the coafts of the Baltic, from the

Elbe to the gulph of Finland, flill preferved their ancient religion and favage

independence.

The Twelfth Century. IIOO— izooi.

The popes prevailed againfl: their ancient fovereigns the emperors of

Germany, and deprived the unfortunate Henry IV. of his dominions, his iio6.

reputation, his life, and the laft honours of a grave. To efcape a fimilar 1106—uzj.

fate, Henry V. refigned th.e long- conte(led right of inveftitures, which was

gradually ufurped by the Roman pontiff. The clergy, inftead of regaining 1121.

their liberty, foon experienced a yoke, ftill heavier when impofed by one of

their own order. The fiftitious donation of Conflantine, and the will of

Matilda, were likewife aflerted by the popes, but with lefs fuccefs ; and

they found it eafier to Ihake the thrones of other princes than to eftablifli

their own temporal dominion. A jealous truce fubfifted between the church

and empire during the reigns of Lothaire II. and Conrad III. the latter of 1125—1137..

whom was the firft of the houfe of Swabia. The war was renewed between 1J37—"S^*

the emperor Frederic I. furnamed Barbarofla, andPope Alexander III. each of "S2—"9°'-

whom pretended that the other was his creature and vaflal. The cities of

Lombardy, enriched by commerce and afpiring to liberty, ranged themfelves

under the papal banner. Though Frederic maintained his lofty claims with

the greateft refolution and ability i though he fct up an anti-pope, marched

fix times into Italy, befieged Rome, and levelled Milan with the ground,

yet he was at laft obliged to bend before the throne of Alexander, and con^. 1117,

firm all the immunities of the Italian confederacy.

This emperor and his fucceflbr Henry VI. were, however, dreaded and 1190— 119?.

obeyed in Germany, now enlarged by the forced converfion of the Vandals

of Mecklenburgh and Pomerania. In the north of Italy the Imperial au-

thority was almoft loft : but in the fouth, Henry VI. acquired the kingdom

of the Two Sicilies, by marrying Conftantia, the daughter of Roger I.

who had united the Norman conquefts, and aflumed the regal title. A 1130;.

powerful party was unable to refift the right and the arms of Henryj but h&

fullied hisvidory with cruelty and avarice.. 1194,

The
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The kings of France Hill remained the feeble heads of a great body. In

private quarrels, the moft inconfiderable baron was able to wage war againfl;

1108—1137. his fovereign : but when Lewis VI. affembled the national force againft a

112.5.. foreign enemy, two hundred thoufand men appeared under the banner of

1137—1180. the Oriflamme. Lewis VII. was a prince of flender abilities, who loft the

great duchy of Aquitain by divorcing his wife Eleanor on a jealous fufpi-

1180—1223. cion. His minifter Suger, and his fon Philip Auguftus, deferve to be

confidered as the founders of the French monarchy. The former was an

honeft ftatefman and a monk, without the prejudices of a convent. The

fortune of the latter was equal to his genius.

1100—1135. In England the weak title of Henry I. youngeft fon of the conqueror,

his marriage with a Saxon princefs, and above all the hand of time, gra-

dually uniting the Normans and the Englilli into one people, contributed to

abolifli the memory of the conqueft, and to relax the chains of defpotifm.

1135—1154. After the death of Henry, England was afflided with a civil war between

his daughter Matilda and his nephew Stephen, till at length the contending

1154— 1189. parties acknowledged Henry II. the fon of Matilda, an a£tive, powerful, and

fortunate monarch. From his mother he inherited England and Normandy ;

from his father, Fulk Plantagenet, the counties of Anjeu, Maine, and

Touraine. By the marriage, which he moft eagerly contraded with the

repudiated Eleanor, he obtained the provinces of Aquitain and Poitou. He
difpofed of the duchy of Brittany in favour of his third fon Jeffrey. The

king of Scotland did him homage, the Welch dreaded his power, and to

i>7i' the adventurous valour of fome fubjefts he was indebted for the fovereignt)'

of Ireland ; a conqueft at that time of little value, but which now contains

more wealth and induftry than the extenfive empire of Henry II, His reign

1170. vvas however difturbed by the ambition, and ftill more by the murder of

Becker; by the intrigues of the French king, and by the ingratitude of his

1189— 1199. fons. Richard the Firft, the fecond of them, poflcfled only the perfonal

1199—17.16, courage of a foldicr. John, the youngeft, (who ufurped the crown in

prejudice to his nephew Arthur, the fon of Jeffrey,) was even devoid of

that vulgar merit. The crufade and captivity of Richard exhaufted Eng-

land, and impoverifhed the crown.

The Chriftians of Spain acquired a manifeft fuperiority over the Infidels.

The kingdom of Caftile was already a confiderable power, and Alfonfo VIII.

s'3S- vainly ftyled himfelf emperor of Spain. The httle kingdom of Navarre

ftill
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fllll remained among the Pyrenees ; but the kings of Arragon (one of

whom married the heirefs of Catalonia) defcended from the mountains 1162.

into the plain, took Saragofla, and carried their arms to the frontiers of ni8.

Caftile and Valentia. The progrefs of the kingdom of Portugal was ftill

more rapid. A prince of the houfe of France had received from Alfonfo VI.

the city of Pcrto Calle, v/ich the title of count ; his fucceflbr afTumed 1139.

that of king, took Lifbon, with the afilftance of ibme Englifh and Flemifli

crufaders, and fubdued the weftern coaft of Spain, from Gallicia to the Al-

garves. All thefe viftories were attended with the greater difficulty and

glory, as the Moors, both of Sp:Jn and Africa, were united under the

empire of the Miramolins -, in \vho;:i were revived the zeal, the valour,

the learning, and the magnificence of the caliphs. Their capitals, Fez and

Morocco, were fuperior to any cities in Chriftendom.

Each ftate, unconnecled v.ith its neighbours, had its own revolutions j but

the expeditions to Paleftine were the common bulinefs of Europe. Though

the fermons of St. Bernard excited a fecond crufade more formidable than

the firft, the far greater part of the numerous armies which followed the

emperor Conrad and Lewis VII. of France, perilhed by the artifices of the

Greeks, and the arms of the Turks ; and thofe monarchs appeared in the

Holy Land rather as pilgrims than as conquerors. The rnoft dangerous

enemy of the Chriftians was Saladin, who abolilhed the Fatimite caliphs, 1171.

and raifed himfelf from a private ftation to the fovereignty of Egypt and

Syria. Zeal and policy forbade him to fuffer a Chriftian kingdom in the

heart of his dominions. Jerufalem yielded to his arms, and the Chriftians wZ-i.

experienced a generous treatment, as unexpected as it was undeferved.

The news of this lofs filled Europe with fhame, grief, and indignation.

Sufpending their domeftic quarrels, the military force of Germany, France, 1189.

and England marched into the Eaft, under their refpeflive monarchs. Fre-

deric Barbarofla died in Afia Minor, in a career of ulelefs vitilories. Philip,

Auguftus, and Richard I. who preferred the fafer but more expenfive me-

thod of tranfporting their troops by fea, took the inconfiderable town of St.

John D'Acre after a fiege of two years. This third crufade was followed 119:.

by the death of Saladin, who left a name admired in Afia, dreaded and "93'

efteemed in Europe.

The provinces beyond the Tigris no longer obeyed the houfe of Seljuk.

New princes (to ufe the Eaftern expreffion) had arifen from the dufl: before

their
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their throne. A race of flaves, the governors, afterwards fultans, of Ca-

1192. rizme, enriched by their favour, and fpared by their clemency, deprived the

1136—1160. lad of thefe monarchs of his fceptre and life. The caliphs of Bagdad,

with a jufter title, had recovered their independence and the adjacent pro-

vinces of Irak. Two younger branches of the houfe of Seljuk ftill reigned

in Kerman and Afia Minor.

Under the feudal fyftem, the rights, natural as well as civil, of mankind,

were enjoyed only by the nobles and ecclefiaftics, who fcarcely formed the

thoufandth part of the community. In this century they were gradually

diffufed among the body of the people. The cities of Italy acquired full

liberty : the greater towns of Germany, England, France and Spain be-

came legal corporations, and purchafed immunities more or lefs confider-

able ; even the peafant began to be diftinguiflied from the reft of the cattle

on his lord's eftate.

With the liberty of Europe its genius awoke ; but the firft efforts of its

crrowing ftrength were confumed in vain and fruitlefs purfuits. Ignorance

was fucceeded by error. The civil and canon jurifprudence were blindly

adopted, and laborioufly perverted. Romances of chivalry, and monkifli

legends ftill more fabulous, fupplied the place of hiftory. The dreams of

aftrology were dignified with the name of aftronomy. To difcover the

philofopher's ftone was the only end of chymiftry. Superftition, inftead of

flying before the light of true philofophy, was involved in thicker darknefs

by the fcholaftic phantom which ufurped its honours. The two great

fources of knowledge, nature and antiquity, were neglefted and forgotten.

1200—1300. The Thirteenth Century.

We may now contemplate two of the greateft powers that have ever

given laws to mankind ; the one founded on force, the other on opinion :

I mean the Tartar conquerors, and the Roman pontiffs.

The Moguls. Birth-right, eledion, perfonal merit, force of arms, and fome claims to

^^°^' a divine miffion, invefted Zingis Khan with the abfolute command of all

the Tartar and Mogul tribes. As foon as he had introduced a degree of

order and difcipline among his barbarous hoft, he invaded the empire of

1211. China, took Pekin, and fubdued the northern provinces. From thence he

1218. marched into Perfia againft Mohammed, fultan of Carizme, who, by put-

1

1

ting
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tiog to deatli the Mogul ambafiadors, drew ruin on himfelf, his family, and

his dominions. From the Jaxartes to the Tigris, nothing could withftand

the numbers and fury of the Moguls. Carizme, Bocara, Samarcand, &c.

were levelled with the ground, and the^rich provinces to the eaft and to the

fouth of the Cafpian Sea were changed from a garden to a defert. Zingis 1227.

died loaded with the fpoils and curfes of Afia. His fucceflbrs trod in the

fame paths of rapine and conqueft. About the fame time, one army of 1231-. -

Moguls completed the reduction of the northern empire of China, and

penetrated to the fartheft point of Corea, almofl: within fight of the fliores

of Japan; a fecond over-ran Ruffia, Poland, and Hungary, threatened

Conftantinople, and won the battle of Lignitz in Silefia ; a third army took

Bagdad, deftroyed the empire of the caliphs, and laid v/afte Afia Minor 1:5!

and Syria. The Mogul princes of Perfia and the Weftern Tartary long

hefitated between the Gofpel and the Alcoran. Their converfion would

have been of greater benefit to the church than all the crufades ; but at

length they preferred the faith of Mahomet, and renounced all intercourfe 1292,

•with the great Khan, who ftill adhered to the worfhip of the Dalai Lama. 1*73-

Cublai Khan, the grandfon and fourth fucceflbr of Zingis, united, by the

extind:ion of the dynafly of the South, the whole Chinefe monarchy with

Eaftern Tartary, adopted the laws and manners of the conquered people,

encouraged the arts and artifts of every nation, and is reckoned by the

Chinefe themfelves among their beft emperors.

The Roman pontiffs claimed an univerfal monarchy, temporal as well as The popes.

fpiritual ; and maintained that all inferior powers, emperors, kings, and

bifliops, derived from the chair of St. Peter their delegated authority. Of
all the popes, none afferted thefe^ lofty pretenfions with more fpirit and npS— 1216.

fuccefs than Innocent III. By eftablifhing the doftrine of Tranfubflantiation

and the tribunal of the Inquifition, he obtained the two moft memorable

viftories over the common fenfe and common rights of mankind. He re-

duced the fchifmatic Greeks, exterminated the Albigeois heretics, def-

poiled Raymond count of Thouloufe of his dominions, excommunicated

two emperors, a king of France, and a king of England i the laft of whom
confefled himfelf the vaflal and tributary of the fee of Rome. Innocent

reigned in Rome as the fucceffor of Conftantine, and in Naples as the na-

tural guardian of young Frederic the fon of Henry the Sixth; who, after

Philip of Suabia and Otho IV., was acknowledged Emperor of Germany.

VOL. II. 3 H The
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The empire. The fupcrior abilities of Frederic II., his Italian education, the Imperial

1215—1250. fceptre, the kingdom of the Tv/o Sicilies, and the vaft poflefiions of the

Hoiife of Suabia, rendered him formidable to the popes, who, unmindful

of their accuftomed poHcy, had r^'her aflifted than checked his elevation.

This fatal error could be retrieved only by the deftru6lion of the Floufe of

1227—1263. Suabia, and the defign was profecuted during more than forty years with a

conftancy worthy of the ancient fenate. The Roman pontiffs feized the firll

ground of dilpute, rejefted all terms of peace, and convinced both their

friends and their enemies that they were refolved either to periTIi or to

conquer. The parties of the church and of the empire, under the names

of Guelphs and Ghibellins, divided and defolated Italy. Amidft this con-

1243- fufion. Innocent IV. folemnly depofed Frederic in the council of Lyons,

J250. and purfued that unfortunate monarch to the grave. After his deceafe, the

name of emperor was afllimed for a fliort time by his fon Conrad IV., and

the kingdom of Naples was defended by his baftard Mainfroy, till the papal

arms were entrufted to Charles count of Anjou, the brother of Levvis IX.

J 266. Followed by the braveft and mofi: pious wai'riors of Chrillendom, that

aftive prince pafTcd the Alps, and in a fingle battle deprived Mainfroy of his

fceptre and his life. Conradin, the grandfon of Frederic, and the laft of

1268. that unhappy line, loft his head on a fcaffold at Naples, after a brave, but

unfuccefsful attempt to recover the throne of his anceftors. His blood was

1282. foon revenged by the blood of eight thoufand French in the Sicilian vefpers,

who fell the juft vidlims of their licentious infolence. A long and bloody

quarrel commenced between the Houfe of Arragon, which was called by the

opprelTed people to the throne of Sicily, and the Houfe of Anjou, which

itill remained in poffeflion of Naples.

Italy, The free cities of Italy, now delivered from the German yoke, began to

enjoy and to abufe the bleflings of wealth and liberty. Of a hundred inde-

pendent republics, every one, except Venice, was deftitute of a regular go-

vernment, and torn by civil diffentions. The Guelphs and the Ghibellins, the

nobles and the commons, contended for the fovereignty of their country.

The moft trifling incident was fufficient to produce a confpiracy, a tumult,

and a revolution. Among thefe troubles, the dark, infidious, vindiiSlive

Ipirit of the Italians was gradually formed.

Germany. In Germany, the death of Frederic II. was fucceeded by a long anarchy.

1250—1272, 'pi^g prerogatives and domains of the emperors were ufurped by the great

vafTalSi
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vafTals. Every gentleman exercifed round his caflile a licentious independ-

ence J the cities were obliged to feek proteftion from their v/alls and confe-

deracies J and from the Rhine and Danube to the Baltic the names of Peace

and Juftice were. unknown. It was at Jength difcovered, that without an

appearance of union the Germanic body could not fubfift. The great

princes, who began to afllime the title of ekuiors, agreed to invcH: a firfl

magiftrate with the dignity, but not v iththe power, of tlieir ancient empe-

rors. Their jealous caution fucceffively fixed on Rodolph count of Hapf- 12T2— 1291,

burgh, and Adolph count of Nafliiu; whofe fortune was far inferior to 1292—129*).

their birth and perfonal merit. The former, however, who was father of

the Houfe of Auibia, tranfmitted to his fon Albert fuch ample hereditary

dominions, as enabled him to form a party againft the emperor Adolph, to

vvreft from him the fceptre, and to diiplay that ambitious pride which has ever 1298—1308.

fince been the cliaradteriftic of that family.

The aggrandifement of jlie French monarchy bore the appearance of an France.

a£t of juftice. Philip Auguilus fummoned John, king of England and "80—1223.

peer of France, before the parliament of Paris, to juftify himfelfofthe i^oj'

murder of his nephew Arthur. The parliament punifhed the contumacious

vafial by the confifcation of his fiefs, and tlie king executed the fentence

before the indignation of the other peers could fubfide into a fenfe of their

common intereft. Normandy, Anjou, Maine, and Poitou were united to 1204.

the crown. Aquitain, or Guyenne, ftill remained in the hands of the Eng-

lifh. The vi61:ory of Philip over the empire was more fplendid, but lefs

ufcful. In the decifive and well-fought battle of Bovines, he defeated »2«4'

Otho IV. at the head of tv/o hundred thoufand Germans. His navy 1213.

threatened England; and his fon Lewis, afterwards Lewis VIII., was for a

time acknowledged king by the Englifh nation. The reign of that prince iz\6.

was fliort and inglorious : but France owes as much to the laws of Lewis IX. 1223— 1226.

as to the arms of Philip Auguftus his grandfather. Lewis IX., notwithftand- 1226—1270.

ing he has been difgraced by the title of Saint, pofTefled uncommon virtues

and abilities. To abolifh private hoftilides and judicial combats ; to intro-

duce an uniform and equitable jurifprudcnce ; to -receive appeals from the

barons' courts ; to proted and extend the liberties of the people ; to acquire

die efleem and confidence of his neighbours, were the honcft arts of his

wife policy. Notwithftiuiding his mad paffion for the crufades (the only

bkmifh of this accomplifhed characler), he left his fon, #hiliplll, furnamed 1273-1285.

3 H 2 the
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1271. the Bold, the mod flourifhing kingdom of Europe, which was foon aug-

mented by the re-union of the rich county of Thouloufe. Philip III. was

J285— 1315. fucceeded by his fon Philip IV. furnamed the Fair.

England. To break the fetters which had been forged at the Norman conqueft was

the o-reat bufmefs of the Englifh barons. John,, whofe misfortunes deferve

no pity, loft his reputation and foreign power by his contefts with Rome and

jiij. France; and his doraeftic authority, by figning Magna Charta, which con-

tains the rude outlines of Britifli freedom. The fifty-fix years of his fon-

1216—1272. Flenry III. were- a long minority; during which, the reins of government

were fucceffively refigned to foreign favourites, and ufurped by the turbulent

'

12-8. barons, under their leader Simon de Montfort earl of Leicefter. Edward I.

then only the heir apparent, refcued his father, vanquiflied Montfort and hia

«z65- adherents in the field, and reftored the royal authority; but his good fenfe

1272—1307. ^^^^ taught him to refped the new barriers raifed againft it, to confirm

Mao-na Charta, and to defift from a rafh attempt to refume the alienated

crown-lands. Amidft thefe troubles, the Houfe of Peers became lefs nu-

merous and more powerful; the Commons were admitted to a Ihare of the

legitlature, the common law and courts ofjuftice received their prefent form,

' and the firft ilatutes were enadted againft the avarice of Rome. Edward

the Firft, to whofe wifdom we owe many of thofe advantages, conceived, and

almoft executed, the great defign of uniting the whole ifland under one do-

1283. minion. The Welfh loft their ancient independence, but for feveral ages

1291. preferved their favage manners. The throne of Scotland was dilputed, almoft.

with equal claims, by feveral candidates. Edward, v/ho was acknowledged'

1252. as umpire, awarded the crown to Baliol, the moft obfequious of the com-

1296. petitors, treated him firft as a vaflal, and foon afterwards as a rebel; endea-

voured by every expedient to break the fpirit of a liaughty nation, and

1298. fullied his glorious end, by the injuftice and cruelty of the means which he

ufed to attain it.

Spain. The empire of the Miramolins was deftroyed by the greateft battle ever

"'*' fought between the Moors and the Chriftians. The latter purfued their

1236—1248. advantage; Seville and Cordova were taken, and the provinces of Eftra-

madura, Andalufia, and Murcia were, in about forty years, annexed to the

crown of Caftile. The kings of Arragon were not lefs fuccefsful. They

1238. wrefted from the Moors the fertile kingdom of Valencia, and eftabliftied a

1229. naval power by the conqueft of the idands of Majorca and Minorca. The

3 br^vefl
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bravefl: ofthe Moors took refuge in the kingdom of Grenada, and difplayed

as much induftry in the improvement, as they exerted valour in the defence

of this laft remnant of their extenfive conqueftsv The kings of Caftile who

acquired the greateft reputation were Ferdinand III., and Alphonfo the 1217— 1:52.

adronomer ; the former for his political wifdom,, the latter r^or his fpeculauve 1*52— 12'''4-

knowledge.

Four great crufades, befides many fmaller expeditions, were undertaken The cru-

in this century; but though Paleftinc was fliil the objetfl; of the war, it was

no longer the fcene of aiflion. The French and Venetians of tJie fourth 1204.

crufade turned their arms againfl: die fchifmatic Greeks, took Conftancinople,

and divided the empire. Conftantinople was indeed recovered by the Greeks, 1261.

but the trade and dominions which had once belonged to that capital were

irretrievably loft. John de Brienne, a foldier of fortune, and titular king 1218.

of Jerufalem, invaded Egypt, took Damietta (the old Pelufium) .after a

Cege of two years j but foon thought himfelf happy to purchafe a fafe re-

treat, by furrendering that important place. The crufade of Lewis IX. was 1243.

more (plendid at firft; but, in the end, more unfortunate. Itfeemed impof-

fible that Egypt, fubdued as often as it had been attacked, fhould withftand

a young hero, at the head of fixty thoufand valiant enthufiafts. The army 12-0.

was, however, deftroyed, and the French monarch remained a prifoner
'

among the infidels. Rather from a vague paffion of combating the Maho-

metans, than from any rational profpeft of recovering the Holy Landj

Lewis IX. led another crufade to Africa, and died of the plague under the 1270.

walls of Tunis. The few places yet held by the Chriftians on the coaft' of ,20,,

Syria were fwept away by the fultans, the fucceflbrs, but no longer the de-

icendants of Saladin. The Mamalukes, a body of CircafTian and Tartar

flaves, had dedironed their mafters, ufurped the fovereignty of Egypt and ,,,~

Syria, and eftabliflied a military government, oppreffive at home, but for-

midable abroad.

Of thefe feven great armaments,, which fhook Afia, and depopulated Eu-

rope, nothing remained except the kingdom of Cyprus in the Houfe of Lu-

fignan, and the three military orders. The Templars, by their luxury and 1-0-.

pride, haftened their difTolution. The Hofpitaliers and Teutonic Knights

preferved themfclves by their valour. The former conquered Rhodes, and 13 10.

are ftill fettled at Malta: the latter formed a great dominion in PrufTia and 1227—i3co«.

Courland, at the expence of the idolaters, whom they compelled to become

Chriftiani^
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Chriftians and fubjefts. A great part of the old nobility of Europe periflied

in the crufades, their fiefs reverted to their lords, and their place was fup-

' plied by new menj raifed by wealth, merit, or favour j and who foon im-

bibed the vanity, though not the independence, of their predcceflbrs.

Xearning. The numerous vermin of mendicant friars, Francifcans, Dominicans,

Auoufcins, Carmelites, who fwarmed in this century, with habits and infti-

tutions varioully ridiculous, difgraced religion, learning, and common fcnk.

They feized on fcholaftic philofophy as a fcience peculiarly fuited to their

minds; and, exccpdng only Friar Bacon, they all preferred words to things.

The fubtle, the profound, the irrefragable, the angelic, and the feraphic

Doftor acquired thofe pompous tides by filling ponderous volumes with a

fmall number of technical terms, and a much fmaller number of ideas. Uni-

verfities arofe in every part of Europe, and thoufands of ftudents employed

their lives upon thefe grave follies. The love-fongs of the Troubadours, or

Provencal bards, were follies of a more pleafing nature, which amufed the

leifure of the greateft princes, polillied the fouthern provinces of France, and

gave birch to the Italian poetry.

The Fourteenth Century.

1300— 14CC. Both the popes and the emperors, the conquerors and the vanquidied.

The popes, withdrew from Italy, their field of battle. The former, invited by the kings

1305, of France, and difgufted with the rebellious fpirit of the Romans, eftablifhed

the papal refidence at Avignon during more than feventy years. Thefe

French pontiffs were more ftrongly pofreflcd by the love of money than the

1316— 13-,4. love of power. John XXII., by the fale of benefices, indulgencies, and ab-

folutions, accumulated a treafure of twenty-five milhons of gold florins. Ac

the repeated folicitations of the Romans, who felt their error when it was too

1^77' late, Gregory XI. returned to his capital; but his eyes were fcarcely clofed,

1378. when the enraged people furrounded the conclave, threatening the cardinals

with inftant death unlefs they chofe an Italian pondff. The affrighted French-

men yielded to their fury, but were no fooner at liberty, than they protefled

againll their firft elecflion, and nominated one of their own countrymen.

Europe was divided between the two rivals. Italy, Germany, and England

acknowledged the pope of Rome : France and Spain fided with the pope

of Avignon. Each, had his adherents, his doctors, his faints, and his mi-

I racles ;
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racks ; but their mutual excommunications, which at anotlicr tine might

have produced a battle of fwords, only occafioned a war of pens.

Emperors, whofe authority in Germany was fo much circumfcribed, '^^^ empe-

. , .
rors.

eould not invnde with any Iticceft the confirmed liberty of the* Italian;^.

Henry VII. of Luxembourg, and Lewis V. of Bavaria, entered Rome in '3°^*— »3'3»

triumph; but their triumph was not attended with any folid or permanent ad-
'3'4— 1347'

vantages. The grandfon of Henry of Luxembourg, Charles IV., emperor 13+7—1378-

and king of Bohemia, was invited by the eloquent Petrarch to alTume the

ftation and charafter of the ancient Caefars. The Bohemian Csefar marched

into Italy ; but it was only to fee himfelf excluded from every fortified city as

an enemy, or cautioufly received as a prifoner. He was crowned at Rome,

but quitted it the very day of his coronation ; meanly, or perhaps wifely, re-

figning to the popes all the ancient rights which he derived from Charle-

magne and Otho. His fon Wencedaus would ghdiy (to ufe his own expref- 1370— 1400.

fion) have reJinquiflied the empire, with its remaining prerogatives, for a

few hogfheads of Rhenilh or Florence wine.

Although neither leifure, independence, nor ingenuity were wanting to the luly.

Italians, they were never able to conneft themfelves into a fyftem of union. ^

and liberty. Naples flourifned under the adminiftration of Robert, the

grandfon of Charles of Anjou, but was almoft ruined by his grand-daughter 1309— 1343,

Joan. By the murder of her firft hufband Andrew, Ihe drew down the ven- 1343— 1382.

geance of his brother, the (lern king of Hungary j by adopting Lewis

duke of Anjou, the brother of Charles V., entailed on her dominions a civil

war, of which fhe was herfelf the firft victim. Rome faw, for a moment, her >347«

tribunes, her freedom, and her dignity reftored by Nicholas Rienzi, whofe

extraordinary character was a compound of the hero and the buffoon. Flo-

rence, like Athens, experienced all the evils incident, or rather inherent, to

a wild democracy. The Fenelians and the Gcnoejc wafted each other's ftren^th i 'i;o— 1
7 -r.

in na-val wars, which allowed not the latter a moment's refpite from their
'37/—ijS'-

inteftine diirentions. The free cities of Lombaidy and Romagna were op-

prefied by domeftic tyrants, under the fpecious titles of vicars of the church

er of the empire ; but thefe petty ufurpers were gradually fwallowed up in i-,t7.

the power of the Vifconti, firft lords, and afterwards dukes oi Alilan.. »39;.

The more phlegmatic Germans, though poor and barbarous, maintai.ned, G.-rmany.

and even improved, the form of their conftitution. Whatever concerned the

eledioaand coronation of the emperors, the moft fruitful fource of civil dif-

cordj
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1356. cord, wa3 nnaily regulated by the golden bull publiilied by Charles IV in

1400.

Switzerland.

13C8.

>3'5-

I? 86.

France.

'303-

1301.

a general diet. The title and power of eleftors were confined to feven

great princes, the Archbijfhops of Mentz, Treves, and Cologne, the King

of Bohemia, the Duke of Saxony, the Margrave of Brandenburgh, and the

Count Palatin. Thefe eleftors foon afferted over the emperor Wenceflaus

their right of depofing an unworthy fovereign.

The Sv/ifs owe their reputation to their freedom, and their freedom to their

valour. The peafants of three vallies among the Alps, Uri, Schwitz, and

Underwald, opprefled by the officers of the emperor Albert, entered into a

ftrift alliance, at firft for feven years, and afterwards for ever. Leopold

duke of Auftria, and fon of Albert, niarched againft them at the head of

twenty thoufand men ; but was overthrown in the battle of Morgarten by

1300 Swifs. The little communities of Zug and Claris, and the cities of

Lucerne, Zurich, and Berne, gradually acceded to the confederacy which was

cemented with the blood of another Duke Leopold, who fell, with the

flower of the Auftrian nobility, in the battle of Sempach. Zurich and Berne

were allowed the firft rank among the eight cantons j the former for its

wealth, the latter for its military power. In the five ruftic communities the

government was a pure democracy ; in the three cities, it was tempered

with a fmall mixture of ariftocracy, which time and circumftances have very

much ftrengthened. The v/hole commonwealth, difclaiming the tyranny of

the Houfe of Auftria, retained their ancient allegiance to the German

empire.

The conftitution of the French monarchy received new ftrength and har-

mony from the following events: i. In the memorable quarrel between

Pope Boniface VIII. and Philip the Fair, the greater part of the French

clergy remembered that they were fubjecls as well as priefts. The liberties

af the Gaincan church were aflerted with fpirit aqd fuccefs j and the crown

was in fome degree delivered from a fervile dependence on a foreign prelate.

1. The States General, compofed of the clergy, the nobility, and the com-

mons, were aflembled by Philip the Fair, for the firft time fince the decline

of the Carlovingian race. As their meetings were fliort and irregular, they

never acquired the authority of legiflators, and their tumultuous oppofition

commonly fubfided into an obfequious compliance with the demands of the

court. 3. The parliament of Paris was ftyled the Court of Peers, and

{hould have been compofed of the great vaffals of the crown j but as they

difdained
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difdaincd the humble office of judicature, their pbce was fupplicd by the

bifhops, the barons, and the principal officers, whofe noble ignorance was

direded by fome plebeian afieflbrs. The fervants gradually fupplanted their

mafters, combated the violence of the nobility with the fubtilties of law, and

laboured to ere£t a pure monarchy on the ruins of the feudal fyftem. For a

long time thefe magiftrates held their places only during the king's pleafure.

4. "the Salic law, though of the moft lafting benefit to the monarchy, occa-

fioned the long and dertrudtive wars between France and England. After a

feries of eleven kings, in lineal and male defcent from Hugh Capet, '3'4— '.T7-

Lewis X. Hudn, was fucceeded by his brothers Phihp V. and Charles IV.,
'3«7—Mz^-

' ^ '
J 522 1 "28.

and afterwards by his firft coufin, Philip VI. of Valois, on the acknowledged .g ^

principle that females were incapable of inheriting the crown of France.

Whether that principle be admitted or rejefted, the claim of Edward III. of

England is equally indefenfible. The queftion was not, however, decided by

arguments, but by arms. Both nations fignalized their valour in the battles

of Crecy and Poiners ; but the difcipline of the Englifh triumphed over the 1346, 1356.

numbers of the French. The captivity of John, who had fucceeded to the >3So— 'S^it-

crown and misfortunes of his father Philip, expofed France to a total diffolu-

tlon of government, with all its attendant calamities. However, thoucrh Ed-
ward was able to ruin, he was unable to conquer that great kingdom. By the 13G0.

treaty of Bretlgny, he accepted of three millions of gold crowns, the city

of Calais, and feven provinces adjacent to Guyenne ; but the laft were foon 1369.

wrefted from him by the arms and policy of Charles V., whofe wife admi- 1364— 'J^oi

niftration healed the wounds of his country. They bled afrefli under his un- 1380—1422.

happy fon Charles VI. : firft a minor, and afterwards deprived of his fenfes,

he was ever a viftim of the ambition and avarice of his uncles. In tiiis

century. Champagne and Dauphine, the firft by inheritance and treaty, the
fecond by donation, were re- united to the crown.

The iron fetters, in which Edward I. feemed for ever to have bound EngUnd.

Scotland, were broken by the valour and fortune of Robert Bruce, a de- '3o6.

fcendant of the ancient kings. To refift the heroic leader of a brave nation,

combating for freedom and a throne, required all the powerful genius ofEd-
ward I., and was a tafk by far too arduous for his feeble fen. The vidory of '3°7 -'3'7-

Bannocks Boarn fecured to Robert a fceptre, which, by the marriage of his
'^'^'

daughter, was tranfmitted to the Houfe of Stuart. Edward II., vanquiffied by ' 37 '•

hb enemies, defpiled byhisfubjedls, governed by his favourites, betrayedbyhis

^Q^- "• 3 r brother.
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brother, his wife, and his fon, defcended from a throne to a prlfon, and from a

prifon to an untimely grave. The Englifh dwell with rapture on the trophies

1327— r377. of Edward III. and his gallant ion the Black Prince; on the fields of Crecy

and Poitiers ; and on the kings of France and Scotland, at the fame time

prifoners in London. To a thinking mind, Edward's encouragement of the

woollen manufafture is of greater value than all thcfe barren laurels. Ri-

1377— '399- chard II., fon of the Black Prince, affords the fecond inftance in this cen-

tury of an Englifh king depofed and murdered by his fubjefts. The Houfe

of Commons acquired its prefent form, and a dignity unknown to the diird

eflate in any other country, by the jundion of the knights of (hires, or re-

prefentatives of the lefler nobiUty, who, about this time, feparated them-

«3.99- felves from the peers. After the depofition of Richard, Henry IV. fon of

John ofGaunt duke of Lancafter, the third fon of Edward III., ufurped the

crown. The pofterity ofthe fecond fon, Lionel of Clarence, was difregarded,

but ftill exifted latent in the Houfe of York.

Spain. The Mahometan kingdom of Grenada, and the four Chriftian monarchies

of Caftile, Arragon, Navarre, and Portugal, preferved their refpedive laws

and limits. The conftitution of the Chriftian ftates was fuited to the haughty

and generous temper of the people. The jufbiciary of Arragon, a name

dreadful to royal ears, pofTelTed the noble but dangerous privilege of de-

' claring when the fubjefts were juftified in taking arms againft their fovereign.

The Caftihans, without waiting for the fentence of a magiftrate, knew how

1266—136^ to refift a tyrant, either in the Cortezov in the field. The civil war between

Peter the Cruel, king of Caftile, and his brother Henry occafioned a great

revolution, in which France and England took the oppofite fides, rather from.

a wild love of enterprize, than from any rational motives of policy. After

feveral turns of fortune the baftard was viAorious, tranfmitted the crown to

his pofterity, and ratified a ftrift union with his French allies ; binding France

and Caftile to each other, king to king, people to people, and man to

man.

Africa, relapfing into its native barbarifm, no longer merits our attention.

Egypt and Syria continued to groan under tiie tyranny of the Mamalukes j

although fome of tbofe fultans correfted, by their perfonal virtues, the de-

fefts of their inftitution. In the Eaft, two formidable powers arofe. The

grcatnefs of the Othman Turks was gradual and permanent} the conquefts

cf Timur were rapid and tranfitory.

II During



HISTORY OF THE WORLD. 427

During the anarchy which overfpread Afia Minor on the fall of the Sel- Tlie Turks,

jukian dynafty, the Greeks recovered many of the maritime places, and

every Turkifli emir made himfelf independent within his jurifdiftion. Qch-

man firfl: eredted his ftandard near Mount Olympus in Bithynia; and as he 1300—1326.

commanded only a fmall tribe of fhepherds and foldiers, he was branded

with the name of robber. A more numerous army, and the reduction of

Nice, Nicomeda, and Prufa, bellowed on his fon Orcan the appellation of 13:6—1350.

Conqueror. The imprudent Greeks, in the madnefs of civil difcord, in-

vited the Turks, opened the Hellefpont, and betrayed Chriftendom. Adri-

anople became the capital of the Othman power in Europe; and the Eaftern

empire, reduced to the fuburbs of Conftantinople, was prefled on either 1360—1389.

fide by the arms of Amurath I. That fultan inftituted the janizaries, a

body of infantry, from their arms, difcipline, and enthufiafm, almoft in-

vincible. The flower of the Chriftian youth, torn in infancy from

their parents, were gradually aggregated to the Turkifii nation, after they

had loft, in the fevere education of the feraglio, all memory of their

former country and religion. Bajazet I. deferved his furname of Ilderim, 1339— 1401,

or Lightning, by the rapid impetuofity with which he flew from the Eu-

phrates to the Danube. He triumphed by turns over the Mahometans of

Afia Minor, and the Chriftians of Bulgaria, Servia, Hungary, and Greece; 1391S.

and the total defeat of an army of French in the battle of Nicopolis,

fpread the terror of his name to the moft remote parts of Europe.

Timur, or Tamerlane, raifed himfelf from a private, though not a mean Timur. .

condition, to the throne of Samarcand. Elis firll dominions lay between >3^9—H^S-

the Jaxartes and the Oxus in the country called Sogdiana by the ancients,

Maurenaliar by modern Perfians, and by the Tartars Zagatay, from one of

the fons of Zingis. The lawful fucceflbr of Zagatay, rather mindful of his

fituation than of his defcent, ferved with humble fidelity in the army of the

ulurper. After reducing the adjacent provinces of Carizme and Khorafan,

Timur invaded Perfia, and extinguillied all the petty tyrants who had darted

up fince the decline of the Houle of Zingis. The khan of the Weflcrn '335-

Tartary (who ruled the kingdoms of Cazan and Aftracan, and exafted a

tribute from the grand duke of Mufcovy) was unable to elude the purfuit,

or to refift the arms of Timur. From the deferts of Siberia he marched to

the banks of the Ganges, and returned from Dehli to Samarcand laden with

the treafures of Hindoftan. He knew how to reign as well as how to con-

3 I - qucr.
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quer. Although very profiife of the blood of his enemies, he was careful

of the lives and property of his fubjeds. He loved magnificence and fo-

ciety : encouraged the arts, and was verfed in the Perfian and Arabian lite-

rature. His zeal for the Mufililman faith inflamed his natural cruelty againft

the Gentoos of India and the Chriftians of Georgia.

1370, The empire of the Moguls in China, founded on violence, and main-

• talned by policy, was at length diflblved by its own weaknefs. The Chinefe

placed a dynafty of their countrymen on the throne, whilfl the Tartars, re-

turning to the pafloral life of the defert, gradually recovered the martial

fplrit which they fiad lofl amidft the arts and luxury of the conquered

. provinces.

Commerce. A more difFufive commerce began to conned the European nations by

their mutual wants and conveniences ; the difcovery of the compals infpired

navigators with greater boldnefs and fecurity. The Hanfcatic cities of

Pruffia and Saxony formed a powerful aflbciation, engrolTed the fifliery,

iron, corn, timber, hides, and furs of the North j and contended for the

fovereignty of the Baltic with the kings of Denmark and Sweden. The

exchange of money, the finer manufaftures, and the trade of the Eaft were

in the hands of the Italians. The merchants of Venice and of Dantzic met

at the common mart of Bruges, which foon became the warehoufe of Eu-

rope. The Flemings, animated by the fpeftacle of wealth and induftry,

applied themfelves with great ardour to the ufeful arts, and particularly to

the making broad cloth, linen, and tapeftry.

Literature. The advantages of trade were common to feveral nations; but the plea-

fures and glory of literature were confined to the Italians, or rather to a

few men of genius, who immerged from an ignorant and fuperftitious mul-

titude. The writings of Dante, Boccace, and Petrarch, for ever fixed the

Italian language. The firft dlfplayed the powers of a wild but original

genius : the Decameron of the fecond contains a juft and agreeable pidure

of human life. A few ftanzas on Laura and Rome have immortalized the

name of Petrarch, who was a patriot, a philofopher, and the firft reftorer

of the Latin tongue, and of the ftudy of the ancients. If any barbarian on

this fide the Alps deferves to be remembered, it is our countryman Chaucer,

whofe Gothic dialed often conceals natural humour and poetical imagery.

The
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The Fifteenth Century. . 1400—1500,

After breaking the power of the Mamalukes, and ruining the cities of Timor.

Bagdad, Aleppo, and Damafcus, Timur advanced towards the frontiers of

Bajazet. The fituation and charadler of the two monarchs rendered a war

inevitable. The armies met in the plains of Angora, and the conteft was I'loz.

decided in the Tartar's favour, by the total defeat and captivity of his rival.

After this viftory, the empire of Timur extended from Mofcow to the

Gulph of Perfia, and from the Hcllefpont to the Ganges ; but his ambition

was yet unfatisfied : death furprized him as he was preparing to invade 1405,

China, to affert the caufe of his nation and of his religion. His feeble fuc-

ceflbrs, far from meditating new conquefts, faw province after province

gradually efcape from their dominion, till a few cities near the Oxus were

the only patrimony that remained to the Houfe of Timur. 1470,

The Turks had been defeated, but not fubdued. As foon as Timur was The Turks,

no more, they coUeiled their fcattered forces, replaced their monarchy on

its former bafis, and under the conduct of Mahomet I. were again vifto- 1413—1421,

rious both in Europe and Afia. Amurath II. fwayed the Othman fceptre 2421—14-1.

with the abilities of a great monarch, and twice refigned it with the mode-

ration of a philofopher. He was forced from his retreat to chaftife the per-

fidy of Ladiflaus king of Hungary, who, at the inftigation of the court of

Rome, had violated a folemn truce. That acStof juftice was moft completely

executed in the decilive battle of Warna, which was fatal to the king, to the 1444.

papal legate, and to the whole Chriftian army. The eafy but important
j^sS'

conqueft of Conftantinople was referved for Mahomet II. The little em- hji— m3i,

pire ofTrebizond, and the other independent provinces of Greece and Afia 1462-

Minor, foon experienced the fame fate. Though Mahomet was obliged to

raife the fieges of Belgrade and Rhodes, though he was for a long time

Hopped by Scanderbeg in the mountains of Albania, yet his arms were

generally fuccefsful from the Adriatic to the Euphrates, on the banks of

which he vanquifhed Uzun HaiTan, a Turcoman prince, who had ufurped

Perfia from the pofterity of Timur. The conqueft of Rome and Italy was

the great objeft of Mahomet's ambition ; and a Turkifh army had already

invaded the kingdom of Naples, when the Chriftians were delivered from

this imminent danger by the feafonable death of Mahomet, and the inaftive

difpo-



430 OUTLINES OF THE

i48i~i5i2. difpofition of his fon Bajazet II. But the valour and difc'ipline of the

Turks were ftili formidable to Chriftendom, and the paflion for crufadeshad

ceafed at the very time when it might have been approved by reafon and

juftice.

Popes and The council of Pifa, by the election of a third pontiff, multiplied, inftead

1409. ' o^ extinguifhing, the evils of the great fchifm. The council of Conftance,

1414— 1418. in which the five great nations of Europe were reprefented by their prelates

and ambafladors, afted with greater vigour and effeft. They rejefted the

defeflive title of two pretenders, and judicially depofed the third, by whofe

authority they were affembled. The election of Martin V. reftored peace

to the church ; but the fpirit of independence, whicli had animated the

1432—1443. fathers of Conftance, revived in the council of Bafil. The affembled bifl:iops

of Chriftendom attempted to limit the defpotic power which the bifiiop of

Rome had ufurped over his brethren ; but the treafures of the church,

diftributed with a flcilful hand, filenced the oppofidon -, and nothing remains

of thofe famous councils but a few decrees, revered at Paris, detefted and

dreaded at Rome. Amongft thefe diforders, the laity of fome countries

difcovered as much difcontent at the riches of the clergy, as the clergy cx-

1415. prefTed at the power of the popes. John Hufs and Jerom of Prague, two

Bohemian dodtors, who taught principles not very different from thofe of

the proteftants, were committed to the flames by the council of Conftance,

before which they appeared under the fancflion of the public faith. From

their afties arofe a civil war, in which the Bohemians, 'inflamed by revenge

and enthufiafm, for a long time inflifled and fuftered the fevereft calamities.

Italy. Italy, undifturbed by foreign invafions, maintained an internal balance,

throuch a feries of artful negociations and harmlefs wars, attended with

fcarcely any eftufion of blood. The fword, which had fallen from the hands

of the Italian fovereigns, was taken up by troops of independent mercena-

ries, who acknowledged no tie but their intereft, nor any allegiance except

• to leaders of their own choice. The five principal powers were, the popes,

tlie kings of Naples, the dukes of Milan, and die repubhcs of Florence and

Venice, i. The popes, after the council of Conftance and Bafil, applied

themfelves to reconcile the Roman people to their government, and to ex-

tirpate the petty ufurpers of the ecclefiaftical ftate. 2. Their great fief the

kingdom of Nafles was the theatre of a long civil war between the Houfes of

1442—1 158 Anjou and Arragon. It flouriftied under the adminiftranon of Alphonfo the

Wife,
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Wife, who preferred Italy to liis Spanifh dominions. Ferdinand his natural 1458— 1494.

fon fucceeded him in Naples only, opprefled the barons, protefted the

people, and was delivered by a feafonable death from the arms of Charles VIII.

king of France. 3. After the death of the laft of the Vifconti, the duchy 1448.

of Milan, fiiperior in value to feveral kingdoms, was claimed by the duke

of Orleans in right of his mother; but was iifurped by Francis Sforza, the 1450— 14C6.

baftard of a peafant, and one of the moft renowned leaders of die merce-

nary bands -, who, with a policy equal to his valour, left Milan the peaceable

inheritance of his family. 4. The elevation of the Medici was the more

gradual cfFeft of prudence and induftry: Cofmo the father of his country, '433—'464.

and Lorenzo the father of the mufes, in the humble ftation of citizens and '47^—H92'

merchants, revived learning, governed Florence, and influenced the reft of

Italy. The old forms of the commonwealth were preferved, and it wvas

only by an unuliial tranquillity that the Florentines could be fenfible of the

iofs of their freedom. 5. The wifdom of the Venetian lenate, the arts and

opulence of Venice, an extenfive commerce, a formidable navy, the pof-

felTion of a long trad of fea-coaft in Dalmatia, with the iflands of Candia,

Cyprus, &c. formed the natural ftrength of a republic refpected in Europe

as the firmeft bulwark againft the Turkilk arms. Tlie imprudent conquefts

in Lombardy, from which the Venetians were not able to refrain; the

Friul, Padua, Vicenza, Verona, Brefcia, and Bergamo, drained the treafury

of St. Mark, and excited the jealoufy of the Italian pov/ers.,

The reign of the emperor Robert Count Palatyi was obfcure and inglo- Germany,

rious. Though Sigifmond of Luxembourg prefided with fome dignity at 1400— 1410.

the council of Conftance, his adminiftration was rather bufy than aftive. i4«o— •432*

After his death, the Imperial crown returned for ever to the Houfc of Auftria,

firft in the perfon ofAlbert II. and then of Frederic III.; the latter poflTeffed 1438—1440.

the title of emperor above half a century without either authority or repu- '44°—H93'

tation. Germany was without influence in Europe ; but judicious foreigners

began to difcover the latent powers of that great body, when once roufed

into aftion by the neceffity of its own defence. The levity of Maximi- 1493— i5iq,

lian I. engaged him in perpetual wars and treaties, which commonly ended in

his difappointment and confufion. However, he may be confidered as the,

founder of the Auftrian greatnefs, by his marriage with Mary of Burgundy;

and as the founder of the pul>lic law, by his ufcful inftitutions of the circles

and of the Imperial chamber.

The
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England. " The ufurpatlon of the Houfe of Lancafter was fupported by the fortune

and abilities of Henry IV. His warlike fon Henry V. afferted, by the

viflory of Azincourt the claim of the Plantagenets to the French mo-
narchy. The conqueft of it was a tafk much too difficult for a prince whofc

revenue did not exceed an hundred and ten thoufand pounds of our prefenc

money, and whofe fubjeds were neither able nor willing to make any ex-

traordinary efforts to render England in the end a province of France.

The vindidive fpirit of Qiieen Ifabella, and of Philip duke of Burgundy,

betrayed their country and pofterity. The Englilli monarch -wd.?, /elicited to

iign the treaty of Troyes, and to accept, with the hand of the princefs Ca-

tharine, the quality of regent and heir of France. His infant fon Henry VI,

was proclaimed at Paris as well as at London. His reign was a feries of

weaknefs and misfortunes. The French conquefls were gradually loft, and

the Englifh barons returned into their ifland exafperated againft each other,

habituated to the power and licence of war, and as much difcontented with

the monkifh virtues of Henry, as with the mafculine fpirit and foreign

connexions of his queen Margaret of Anjou. The pretenfions of Richard

duke of York, and of his fon Edward IV., inflamed the difcontent into civil

war. Plereditary right was pleaded againft long poflTeflion ; the banners of

the white and red rofes met in many a bloody field, and the votes of par-

liament varied with the chance of arms. Edward of York a/Tumed the

title of king, revenged the death of his father, and triumphed over the

Tancaftrian party: but no fooner was the imprudent youth feated on the

throne, than he caft away the friendfhip of the great earl of Warwick, and

with it the Englifh fceptre. That warlike and popular nobleman, impatient

of indignities, drove Edward into exile, and brought back Henry (fcarcely

confcious of the change) from the tower to the palace. Edward's adivity

foon retrieved his indifcretion. He landed in England with a kw followers,

called an army to his ftandard, obtained the decifive vidories of Barnetand

Tewkfbury, and fuffered no enemy to live who might interrupt the fecurity

and pleafure of his future reign. The crimes of Richard III., whoafcended

the throne by the murder of his two nephews (Edward V. and his brother),

reconciled the parties of York and Lancafter. Henry Tudor earl of Rich-;

mond was invited over from Brittany as the common avenger, vanquilhed

and flew the tyrant in the field of Bofworth, and uniting the two rofes by

his marriage with the eldeft daugiiter of Edward IV.;, gave England aprofpedt

15 of
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of ferener days. The kingdom had however fuffered lefs than migh: be

expedled from the calamities of civil war. The frequent revolutions were

decided by one or two battles j and fo fhort a time was confumed in actual

hoftilities as allowed not any foreign power to interpofe his dangerous afTift-

ance: no cities were deftroyed, as none were enough fortified to fuftain a

fiege. The churches, and even the privilege of fanftuaries were refpecled,

and the revenge of the conquerors was commonly confined to the princes

and barons of the adverfe party, who all died in the field or on the fcafFold.

The power and eftates of this old nobility were gradually fliared by a mul-

titude of new families enriched by commerce, and favoured by the wife

policy of Henry VII. ; but between the depreirion of the ariftocracy and

the rife of the commons, there was an interval of unrefifted delpotifm.

The fadlions of Burgundy and Orleans, who difputed the government of France,

Charles VI., filled France with blood and confufion. The duke of Orleans

was treacheroufly murdered in the ftreets of Paris, and John duke of Bur-

gundy, who avowed and juftified the deed, was fome years afterwards aflafli-

nated in the prefence, and probably with the confent of tlie young Dauphin.

That prince, perfecuted by his mother, difinherited by the treaty of Troyes,

and on every fide prefled and furrounded by the viftorious Englifh, aflumed

the title of Charles VII. on his father's death, and appealed, though with

little hopes of fuccefs, to God and his fword. The French monarchy was

on the brink of ruin, but, like the Othman empire in the fame century, rofe

more powerful from its fall. A generous enthufiafm firft revived the national

fpirit, and awakened the young monarch from his indolent defpair. A Ihep-

herdefs declared a divine commiffion to raife the fiege of Orleans, and to

crown him in Rheims. She performed her promifes ; and the confternation

of the Enghfli was ftill greater than their real lofs. The genius of Charles,

feconded by his brave and loyal nobility, fcemed to expand with his fortune.

The duke of Burgundy was reconciled to his kinfman and fovereign, Paris

opened its gates with willing fubmiflion, and at lengdi, after fome years of

languid operations or imperfeft truces, the French recovered Normandy
and Guyenne, and left the Englifh no footing in their country beyond the

walls of Calais. The laft years of Charles Vllth's reign were employed in

reforming and regulating the ftate of the kingdom. He is the firft modern
prince who has pofTefled a military force in time of peace, or impofed taxes

by his fole authority. The former were compofed of 1500 lances, who
VOL. ir. 3 K with
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with their followers made a body of 90CO horfe. The latter did not exceed

360^000 pounds fterling. This great alteration was introduced without op-

pofition, and felt only by its confequences, which gradually affedled all

Europe.

The feudal fyftem, weakened, in France, by thefe innovations, was an-

nihilated by the fevere defpotifm of Lewis XI., into whom the foul of Ti-

berius might feem to have palfed. As it was his conflant uolicy to level all

diftin6tions among his fubjecls, except fuch as were derived from his favour,

the princes and great nobility took up arms, and befieged him in Paris : but

their confederacy, furnamed of iht public good, was foon difTolved by the jea-

loufy and private views of the leaders, few of whom afterwards efcaped the

revenge of a tyrant, alike infenfible to the fandity of oaths, the laws ofjuftice,

or thedidates ofhumanity. The Gendarmerie of the kingdom was increafed

to 4000 lances, befides a difciplined militia, a large body of Swifs infantry,

and a confiderable train of artillery, the ufe of which had already altered the

art of war. The revenue of France was raifed to nearly a million fterling, as

well by extraordinary impofitions, as by the union of Anjou, Maine, Pro-

vence, RoulTiUon, Burgundy, Franche-Comte, and Artois, to the body

of the French monarchy, which, under this wife tyrant, began to improve

in domeftic policy, and to afliime the firft ftation in the great republic of

Chriftendom.

The revolution which reftored Burgundy to the French monarchy merits

more than common attention. Charles the Bold, of the houfe of France,,

duke of Burgundy, and fovereign of the Netherlands, was the natural and

implacable enemy of Lewis XL His fubjeds of Burgundy were brave and

loyal ; thofe of Flanders, rich and induttrious ; his revenue was confider-

able ; his court magnificent ; his troops numerous and well difciplined ; and

his dominions enlarged by the acquifition of Guelders, Alface, ?nd Lor-

raine. But his vain projeds of ambition v/ere far fuperior either to his

power or his abilities. At one- and the fame time he afpired to obtain tha

regal title, to be elefted king of the Romans, to divide France with the

Englifli, to invade Italy, and to lead a crufiule againft the Turks. The

Swifs Cantons, a name till then unknown in Europe, humbled his pride.

Many writers, more attentive to the moral precept than to hiftoric truth,

have reprefented the Swifs as a harmlefs people, attacked without jullice or

provocation. Thofe rude mountaineers were, on the contrary, the ag.-

5 grcflbrs

:
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greflbrs: anJ It appears by authentic documents, that French intrigues, and

even French money, had found a way into the fenate of Berne. I^wisXI.,

who in his youth had experienced the valour of the Swifs, inflamed tlie

quarrel till it became irreconcileable, and then fat down the quiet fpeiflator

of the event. The Gendarmerie of Burgundy was difcomfited in tliree great

battles, by the firm battalions of Swifs infantry, compofcd of plkemcn and

niufqueteers. At Granfon, Charles lofl: his honour and treafures ; at Moral,

the flower of his troops; and at Nancy, his life. He left only an orpiun

daughter, whofe rich patrimony Lewis might perhaps have fecured by a

treaty of marriage. Aftuated by pafllon, rather than found policy, he cho{»--

to ravifli it by conqueft. Burgundy and Artois fubmitted without much dif-

ficulty; but the Flemings, exafperated by the memory of ancient injuries,

difdained the French yoke, and married their young princefs Mary to Maxi-

milian, fon of the emperor Frederic III. The Lovv Countries became the

inheritance of the houfe of Auftria, and the fubjeft, as well as theat.'-c,

of a long feries of wars,, the moft celebrated that have ever diflurbed

Europe.

Such was the growing profperity of France, that even the difturbances cf

a minority proved favourable to its greatnefs. Brittany, the laft of the great

fiefs, efcaped a total conquefl. only by the marriage of Anne, heirefs of that

great duchy, with Charles VIII., fon and fucceflbr of Lewis XI. The ex-

pedition of Charles VIII. into Italy difplayed his charafter, and that of the

nation which he commanded. In five months he traverfed affrighted Italy

as a conqueror, gave laws to the Florentines and the Pope, was acknow-

ledged King of Naples, and afllimed the title of Emperor of the Eall:.

Every thing yielded to the firft fury of the French ; every thing was lofl: by

the imprudence of their councils. The Italian powers, recovered from their

aftonifhment, formed a league with Maximilian and Ferdinand, to intercept

the return of Charles VIII. The kingdom of Naples efcaped from his

hands, and the victory of Fernova only ferved to fecure his retreat. He died

foon afterwards, leaving his kingdom exhaufl:ed by this rafli enterprize, and

weakened by the imprudent cefllon of Rouffillon to the Spaniards, and of

Franche-Comte and Artois to the houfe of Auftria.

Spain was haft-ening to afllime the form of a powerful monarcJiy, Caftile Spain,

and Arragon were firft united under tlie fame family, and not long after-

y/ards under the fame fovereigns, Henry IV., King of Caftile, a prince

J K 2 odious
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odious for his vices, and contemptible for his weaknefs, was Jolemnly de-

pofed in a great afiembly of his fubjefts ; who, dcfpifing the fufpicious birth

of his daughter Jiianna, placed the crown on the head of Ifabclla, his fifter.

The marriage of that princefs with Ferdinand of Arragon completed the fa-

lutary revolution. The Spaniards celebrate, with reafon, the united admi-

niflration of thofe monarchs ; the manly virtues of Ilkbella, and the pro-

found policy of Ferdinand the catholic, always covered with the veil of reli-

gion, though often repugnant to the principles of juftice. After a ten years'

war, they executed the great projeft of delivering Spain from the infidels.

The Moors of Granada defended that laft poffcffion with obftinate valour,

and ftipulated, by their capitulation, the free exercife of the Mahometan re-

ligion. Public faith, gratitude, and policy ought to have maintained this

treaty ; and it is a reproach to the memory of the great Ximenes that he

urged his mafters to violate it. The fevere perfecutions of the Mahometans,

and the expulfion of many thoufands of Jewifli families, inflidled a deep but

fecret wound on Spain, in the midft of its glory. The profperity of Fer-

dinand and Ifabella was embittered by the death of their only fon. Their

daughter Juanna married the Archdulce Philip, (fon of the emperor Maxi-

milian, and of Mary of Burgundy,) and the great fuccefllons of the houfes

©f Auftria, of Burgundy, of Arragon, and of Caflile, were gradually ac-

eumulated on the head of Charles V., the fortunate offspring of that mar-

riage.

The dominion of Spain was extended into a new hemifphere, which had

never yet been vifited by the nations placed on our fide of the planet. Chrif-

topher Columbus, n Genoefe, obtained from the minifters of Ifabella, after

long folicitations and frequent repulfes, three fmall barks and ninety men,

with which he trufted himfelf to the unknown Atlantic, His timid and

ignorant failors repeatedly exclaimed, that he was carrying them beyond the

appointed limits of Nature, whence they could never return, Columbus

refifted their clamours, and at the end of thirty-three days from the Canaries,

fliewed them the Ifland of Hifpaniola, abounding in gold, and inhabited by a

gentle race of men. In his fubfequent voyages, undertaken with a more confi-

derable force, he difcovered many other iflands, and faw the great continent

of America, of whole exiftence he was already convinced from fpeculation.

The difcoveries of Columbus were the effort of genius and courage

;

thofe of the Portuguefe, the flow efFed of time and induftry. They failed

3 round
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round the continent of Africa ; found, by the Cape of Good Hope, a new

and more independent route to the EafI: Indies, and (oon diverted the com-

merce of the e aft from Alexandria and Venice to Lifi)on.

A new world was opened to the Itudious as well as to the active part of I^a'/-

mankind. It was fcarcely pofhble for the Italians to read Virgil and Cicero,

without a defire of being acquainted with Homer, Plato, and Demollhencs.

Their wiilies were gratified by the afTillance of many learned Greeks, who

fled from the Turkifh arms. The manufcripts which they had flived, or

which were difcovered in old libraries, were quickly diffufed and multiplied

by the ufcful invention of printing, which fo much facilitated the acquifition

of knowledge. For fome time, however, the genius of the Italians feemed

overpowered by this fudden acceffion of learning. Inftead of exercifing

their own reafon, they acquiefced in that of the ancients ; inftcad of tranf-

fufing into their native tongue the tafte and fpirit of the claffics, they co-

pied, with the moft awkward fervility, the language and ideas fuited to an age

fo different from their own.

If we turn from letters to religion, the Chriftian muft grieve, and the

philofopher will fmile. By a propenfity natural to man, the multitude had

eafily relapfed into the grofieft polytheifm. The exiftence of a Supreme

Being was indeed acknowledged ; his myfterious attributes were minutely,

and even indecently, canvafled in the fchools ; but he was allowed a very

fmallfhare in the public worfhip, or the adminiftration of the univerfe. The

devotion of the people was direfted to the Saints and the Virgin Mary, the

delegates, and almoft the partners, of his authority. From the extremities

of Chriftendom thoufands of pilgrims, laden with rich offerings, crowded to

the temples and ftatues the moft celebrated for their miraculous powers^

New legends and new pradlices of fuperftition were daily invented by the in-

terefted diligence of the mendicant friars j and as this religion had fcarcely

any connexion with morality, every fin was expiated by penance, and every

penance indulgently commuted into a fine. The popes, bilhops, and rich

abbots, carelefs of the public efteem, were foldiers, ftatefmen, and men of

pleafure ; yet twtnjiuh dignified ccclefiaftics blulhed at the grofler vices of

their inferior clergy.
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b:^ Thefollowing is in iWr. Gibbon'j hand-writings on the back

of the title-page ofthe interleaved copy already mentioned.

MES amis me firent publier cet ouvrage, pour ainfi dire, malgre moi.

Cette excufe banale des auteurs ne I'eft point cependant pour moi. Men
pere voulut me le faire publier I'hyver paffe. Ma jeunefle, et un fonds d'or-

gueil qui me rend beaucoup plus fenfible aux critiques qu'aux eloges, m'em-

pccherent de gouter fon projet. Mais me trouvant a la campagne avec lui

au mois de Mars, il renouvella fes inftances d'une maniere fi vive que je ne

pus m'en defendre. M. Mallet me fit connoitre un libraire nomme Becket,

a qui je cedai mon manufcrit, moyennant quarante exemplaires pour moi.

M. Maty corrigea les feuilles. L'imprefHon de I'ouvrage, entreprife au com-

mencement de Mai, ne fut achevee qu'a la fin de Juin, et mon livre ne fe

debitoit que vers le milieu du mois fuivant. M. Mallet fe chargea de la

diftribution d'une bonrie -partie desprefens que j'avois envie d'en faire. Voici

I'extrait d'une lettre qu'il m'ecrivit le 9 Juillet 1761.

" Dear Sir,

'* I HAVE executed the orders you gave me, and all the books have been

" delivered feme days. Lord Chefterfield returns you his thanks ; I expeft

" in writing, and have had Lady Harvey's in that manner. Lord Hard-
* wlcke, with his compliments for the book to himfelf, aflured me he would

" fend the other to his fon, and recommend you to his acquaintance. Lord
" Egremont will be glad to know you, if ever you Ihould think of a jour-

" ney to Augfbourg. I found Lord Granville reading you, after ten at

" night; his fingle approbatioji, which he affures you of, will go for more
" than that of a hundred other readers. I have gone further, in fending

^< one copy to the Count de Caylus, another to the Duchefs d'Aiguillon, and
'« in giving a third to M. de Bufiy."
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To EDWARD GIBBON Ef^uire.

Dear Sir,

performance is, in my opinion, more contemptible than a Dedication

of the common fort ; when fome great man is prefented with a

book, which, if Science be the fubjeft, he is incapable of underftanding i

if Polite Literature, incapable of tailing : and this honour is done him as

a reward tor virtues, which he neither does, nor defires to poflefs. I know

but two kinds of dedications, which can do honour either to the patron or

author. The firft is, when an unexperienced writer addrefles himfelf to a

mafter of the art, in which he endeavours to excel ; whofe example he is

ambitious of imitating ; by whofe advice he has been direfted j or whofe

approbation he is anxious to deferve.

The other fort is yet more honourable. It is diftated by the heart, and

offered to fome perfon who is dear to us, becaufe he ought to be fo. It is

an opportunity we embrace with pleafure of making public thofe fentiments

of efteem, of friendfhip, of gratitude, or of all together, which we really

feel, and which therefore we defire fhould be known.

I hope, dear Sir, my paft conduft will eafily lead you to difcover to what

principle you fhould attribute this epiftle ; which, if ic furprifes, will, I

hope, not difpleafe you. If I am capable of producing any thing worthy

the attention of the public, it is to you that I owe it j to that truly paternal

care which, from the firft dawnings of my reafon, has always watched over

my education, and afforded me ev^ry opportunity of improvement. Permit

me here to exprefs my grateful fenfe of your tendernefs to me, and to affurc

you, that the ftudy of my whole life fhall be to acquit myfelf, in fome mea-

fure, of obligations I can never fully repay.

I am, dear Sir, with the fmcereft affeftion and regard.

Your moft dutiful fon, and faithful fervant,

E. GIBBON, junior.

May theiStb, 1761.
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AVIS Au LECTEUR.

Cn'est un veritable eflai que je produis au grand jour. Je fouhaiterois-

me connoitre. Ma prevention et celle de quelques amis, m'en infpire-

roient des idees trop avantageufes, fi men Apollon *, cette voix fecrette que

jc ne puis faire taire, ne m'avertiiroit fouvent de me defier de leurs eloges.

Dois-je me borner a recueillir avec reconnoiflance les bienfaits de mes pr6-

deceffeurs ? Puis-je efperer d';ijouter quelque chofe au trefor commun des

verites ou du moins des idees ? Je tacherai d'entendre I'arret du public et

meme fon filence, et je ne I'entendrai que pour m'y foumettre. Point de

Philippiques contre men fiecle, point d'appel a la pofterite.

L'envie de juflifier une etude favorite, c'eft-a-dire, I'amour propre un peu<

def^uife, fit naitre les reflexions fuivantes. Je voulois affranchir une fcience

eftimable, du mepris oii elle languit aujourdhui. II eft vrai qu'on lit encore

les anciens, mais on ne les ctudie plus. On n'y apporte plus cette attention,

et cet appareil de connoifiances que Ciceron et BofTuet exigent de leurs

ledleurs. II eft encore des gens de gout, mais il eft peu de litterateurs j ct

ceux qui favent que les gens de lettres peuvent fe pafler des recompenfes plus

ailement que de I'eftime du public, ne s'en etonneront point.

C'eft un eftai, je le repete encore ; ce n'eft point un traite complet qu'on

valire. J'ai envifage la litterature fous quelques points de vue qui m'avoient

frappe. Plufieurs, fans doute, me font echapes. J 'en ai neglige quelques

autres. Je ne fuis point entre dans la carriere immenfe des beaux-arts, des

beautes qu'ils empruntent de la litterature, et de celles qu'ils lui rendent.

Que ne fuis-jeun Caylus ouun Spence f ! J'eleverois un monument erernel

a leur alliance. L'on y verroit I'image de Jupiter eclore dans le cerveau

d'Homere, et venir fe placer fous le cizeau de Phidias. Mais je ne me fuis

point dit avec le Correge ;
" et moi aufli je fuis peintre."

Le 3 Fevrier, 1759.

* Cynthius aurem

Vellit et admonuit.

f Auteur d'un ouvrage norame Polymetis. La mythologie des poetes y eft combinee avec

celle des fculpteuxs. Cet ouvrage plein de gout et de favoir meriteroit d'etre plus cornu en

France.

'^ Apres
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Apres avoir garde, pendant deux ans, ce petit ouvrage, ramufcment dc
mon loifir a la campagne, je me hazarde enfin a le donner au public. J'ai

befoin de fon indulgence pour le fond des chofes, et pour Ic langage. Ma
jeunefle m'y donne un jufte titre pour I'un, et ma qualite dctranger me la

rend bien ncceflaire pour I'autre.

Le 16 Avril, 1761.

A L ' A U T E U R.

JE
regois, mon cher Monsieur, les feuilles de votre ouvracre, toutes

mouillees au fortir de la prefTe. Le fenriment qui vous engao-ea a n^
les communiquer, eft pafle dans mon cceur. Ne me demandez plus mon
jugement, ilne peut etre que partial.

Mais le public aura-t-il les yeux d'un ami; Cct efiai de vos forces, cc

germe heureux d'ouvrages plus confiderables, fera-t-il accueilli, fera-t-il

epargne ? inquietude naturelle a un jeune auteur ! Elle I'honore, elle n'eft

permife qu'a lui. A Dieu ne plaife que vous perdiez de long tems cette

precieufe defiance de I'approbation du public, qui vous mit en etat de la

meriter 1 Si jamais vieux ecrivain vous prenez moins de peine, c'eft que

vous vous connoitrez mieux et craindrez moins vosjuges.

Voudrois-je oter a la jeune beaute la modefte rougeur qui lui fait mecon

noitre fes charmes, et qui ne cefTera que quand ils ne fcront plus ? Non,

Monfieur, je ne vous ralFure point ; je veux jouir de vos allarmes ; vos

cenfeurs vont paroitre i armez-vous d'intrepidite.

Avez-vous pu croire qu'on pardonneroit a un homme nc pour affiiler aux

aflemblces tumultueufes du fenat, et a la deftru6lio"n des renards de fa pro-

vince, des difcuffions fur ce qu'on pcnfa, il y a deux mille ans, fur les divi-

nitcs de la Grece, et fur les premiers ficcles de Rome ? Quoi pas la

moindre allufion i ce qui fe pafie de nos jours ! Une brochure, cu il n'eft

queftion ni de la guerre ni du commerce, ou Ton ne prefcrit point de limites

ni ne propofe aucune redutftion^ o\\ Ton ne fait aucun compliment au

prince, ni de legon a fes miniftres ! En verite je vous admire, et qu'en

dira-t-on, je vous le demande, en Hampfliire ?

3 L 2 I,e
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Le Grec doit etre laifle au college et a la roture ; ainfi Ta-t-on peut-etre

decide chcz nos voifins, et cette mode menace de devenir contagieufe. Je

fais que Paris ne fe croit pas encore defhonore d'un Caylus et d'un Niver-

Tiois, et que votre ifle compte avec plaifir fes Lyttclton, fes Marchmont,

fes Orrery, fes Bath, fes Grandville. Mais vous etes jeune, et Ton foup-

conne ceux que je viens de vous nommer d'etre un peu du fiecle pafTe.

Vos notes font favantes, mais qui a. Newmarket ou dans le caffe d'Arthur

peut les lire ?

Point d'ordre ni de liaifon, dira le geometre pique. N'en foyez point

furpris, il voit en vous un transfuge. Vous n'avez point donne la pommc

a fa Venus, et iljuge un ecrit de gout fur le pied des elemens d'Euclidc.

Parmi vos critiques je vois le litterateur lui-meme. Je ne dirai pas que

^ous penfez, et lui laifTez le foin de recueillir. Je vous refpede trop pour

voler ce bon mot a Voltaire. Mais vos notes ne confiftent point en correc-

tions de paffages. Quel vers d'Ariftophane avez-vous reftitue .? De quel

manufcript vous appuyez-vous ? D'ailleurs vous envifagez quelques objets

fous un point de vue ou nouveau ou fingulier. Votre chronologic eft celle

de Newton j vous juftifiez I'anachronifme de Virgile ; vos Dieux ne font

pas ceux de . . . . Craignez fa nouvelle edition i vous aurez place dans

fes notes.

Je ne vous reproche point I'obfcurite, dirai-je, ou la profondeur de

quelques unes de vos penfees, vos phrafes coupees, la hardiefle de vos

ficrures. La nation Academique fera moins facile, et frondera quiconque

voudroit vous appliquer une de vos notes *, et I'aveu modefte de I'orateur

Romain, en relifant dans I'age de la maturite, un morceau applaudi de fa

jeuneffe. ^antis ilia clamoribus, adolejcentiiliy il avoit a6 ans, diximus de

fupplicio parricidarum ? qu<£ nequaquamJatis deferbuijje poji aliquanto/entire

ccepimus . . . Sunt enim omniat ficut adolejcentis, non tarn re et maturitatej

quamfpe et expe£latione, laudati f.

J'ai garde pour le dernier le plus grand de vos crimes. Vous etes An-

glois, et vous choififlez la langue de vos ennemis. Le vieux Caton fremit,

et dans fon CM Antigallican, vous denonce, le punch a la main, un ennemi

de la patric. " Mes chers amis, dit-il, la liberte eft prete d'expirer. Ce

* ?• 493" "l"
Cicero Orator. 29.

10 peuple.
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« peuple, dont nous avons toujours triomphe, regagne par fes artifices plus

" que ne lui enlevent nos armes. N'eft-ce pas aflez que nous ayons des

" baladins, des frifeurs, des cuifiniers de Paris, qu'on boive dans notre ifle,

" qu'on boive des vins, qu'on life des livres Francois ; faut-il encore, grands

" Dieux ! eft-ce dans le plus haut periode de notre gloire qu'un Anglois

" devoit donner ce premier exemple ? faut-il encore qu'on en ecrive ?"

Contre une attaque auffi grave quel rempart vous ferez-vous ? Trouverez-

vous des defenfeurs ou vous n'avez point de complices ? Oferai-je clever

ma voix moi, qui, Anglois fimplemenc par choix fansl'etre de naifiance, n'ai

pu, apr^s vingt ans de fcjour dans vote ifle, naturalifer ma langue aufll bien

que mon coeur ?

Dirai-je ce que Plutarque, a peu pres dans le meme cas que moi, auroic

dit, que rien ne fut plus vain que la prophetic de I'acre cenfeur, que le

Grec perdroit fa patrie, puifqu'au contraire elle s'eleva au comble de la

gloire et du pouvoir dans le terns que les lettres Grecques et I'erudition

etrangere y fleurirent le plus *, que ce peuple qui, tant qu'il fut libre,

pla^a fa grandeur dans ce qui feul fait la grandeur d'un peuple, fit venir fes

grammairiens, mais non fes Generaux de la Grece, au lieu que Carthage y

prit fes foldats et fes Generaux, et en defendit la langue | ; que Flaminius,

Scipion, Caton meme, . . . mais commeeuxje park Grec a votre homme.

II ignore egalement que Ciceron fut initie a Athenes, et que le nom de

Ch^lerfield fe trouve dans les regiftres d'une celebre Academic de Paris ; il

jureroit que les Edouards et les Henris ne parlerent ou du moins ne lurent

jamais de Francois, et fije le preflbis, il me foutiendroit peut-etre que le roi

de Prufle feroit deja maitre de Vienne, s'il n'eut pas ecrit, en ftyle de Vol-

taire, les iVIemoires du Brandebourg.

Meprifer fa propre langue, rien fans doute de plus honteux. Mais la

meprife-t-on a moins qu'on ne donrte I'exclufion a toute autre ? Ciceron,

qui ecrivit I'hiftoire de fon confulat en Grec, prefera done cette langue,

lui qui n'eut jamais de rival dans la fienne, qui la croyoit, peut-etre par

prejuge, beaucoup plus riche que la Grecque J, et qui, s'il ne la rendit pas

telle, ctendit les bornes de fa jurildiftion plus que Cefar celles de I'empire.

S'il etoit vraique le genie infociable des diverfes langues empeche celui qui

ve'ut les concilier, d'exceller dans aucune, on auroit tort fans doute de s'ex-

• Plutarch, in Cat. Major. f Juftin- xx. 5. t De Finib. 1. iii.

pofer
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pofer au lii'que de conompre la purete de celle qui nous eft naturelle, fans

pouvoir fe flatter de reuITir dans celle qui ne I'eft pas. Mais tant s"^en faut

que I'experience aic confirme cette pretendue crainte des melanges. Jamais

les Romains n'eciivirent mieux en Latin qu'au fortir des ecoles Grecques,

Le morceau de Ciceron, dontj'ai parle, nous a probablement valu les chef-

d'oeuvres Latins de Sallufte, et fans I'hiftoire de Polybe, revue par le heros

qui avoit ece fon difciple, nous n'aurions peuc etre jamais eu ni Tite Live

ni Tacite.

Toute langue, qui fe fuffit, eft bornee. La votre, plus que toute autre,

s'eft enrichie par fes cniprunts. Seroit-il impoflible que I'ltalien ne put

encore la rendre plus douce, I'Allemand plus comprehenfive, le Francois

plus precifc et plus reguliere. Semblables a ces lacs dont les eaux s'epurent

et s'eclairciffent .par le melange et I'agitation de celles qu'ils recoivent des

fleuves voifins, les langues modernes ne demeurent vivantes que par leur

communication, et fi je I'ofois dire par leur choc reciproque.

Non, ce n'eft point de I'ccrivain qui s'exerce a ccrire avec purete dans

une langue etrangere, que la fienne a lieu de craindre qu'il ne I'akere mal

a propos. Le degre de perfection, auquel elle peut atteindre, eft fon objet,

et I'analogie fa regie. li-connoit trop les richeffes de fa langue, pour la

charger de mots inutilement tranfplantes. II a etudie fon cara6lere, et ne fe

permet point de conftrudions forcees, fous pretexte de fe faire lire. Refpedl-

ant meme fes bizarreries, il fait qu'un long ufage exige de grands menage-

mens, et que I'homme fenle ne fe diftingue jamais beaucoup, et tres rare-

ment le premier.

Qui font done les veritables corrupteurs des langues ? Ces petits beaux

efprits qui, faute de nouvelles idees, n'ont pour fe diftinguer que leur neo-

logique jargon ; ces jeunes voyageurs qui, de Paris qu'ils ont mal vu,

rapportent et font circuler rexpreffion du jour qu'ils n'ont pas comprife i et

plus futiles que les uns et les autres, ces demi-iavans, qui croyent donner

du relief a leurs paradoxes, etde la variete a leurftyle, par I'introduftion de

fynonimes barbares, dont leur didionnaire leur a, peut etre a grand-peine,

indique le fens.

Rarementun tcranger parvient-il a ecrire dans une langue, qui n'eft pas

a fienne, de raaniere a n'etre pas reconnu. Mais faut-il qu'il ne le foit pas ?

Luculkis
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Liicullus auroit pu fe pafler d'afFcfter des Latinifines, de peur d'etre pris pour

iin Grec, etje ne ciois pas que vous vous piquiez d'etre moins facile a re-

connoitre pour un Anglois que Lucullus pour un Romain. Maic c'eft cela

menie qui, aux yeux d'un Francois, vous donnera un nouveau mcrite. II

remarquera un motj un tour etranger a la langue, et peuc-ctre fouhaitera

qu'il ne le fiit pas. Ces traits faillans, ces figures hardies, ce facrifice de la

regie au fentiment, et de la cadence a la force, lui caraderiferont une nation

originale, qui nierite d'etre etudiee, et qui gagne toujours a Tetre. L'in-

dividu ne lui echappera pas, et il faura difcerner ce que vous devez a votre

ille, et ce que votre ifle vous doit.

Quand on ne fait qu'une langue, e'eft par les tradu6lions fcules qu'on

connoit les auteurs etrangers. Suffifent-elles pour en juger ? Ferai-je la

fatyre des perfonncs qui fe confacrent it la penible tache de traduire, en

affirmant que leur moindre defaut eft de nous faire perdre le caraftcre na-

tional et perfonel de leurs auteurs ? Ah ! que ces auteurs n'ont-ils ecriteux

memes, quoique mal, dans une autre langue ! Mon exprefTion eft celle qui

accompagne ma penfee. Vous qui me traduifez, fentez-vous ce que j'ai

fenti ? Montaigne feroit toujours Montaigne, s'il eut lui-meme ete le cui-

finier Anglois de fes eflais, et j'cftimerois vingt fois plus un des livres de

Milton ecrit en Francois ou en Italien par Milton, que les tradufVions ele-

gantes de Du Boccage et de Rolli. ,

Que fi, dans vos climats fi heureufement ifolcs, quelques perfonnes ja-

loufes de I'univerfalite que le Francois s'eft acquife fur le Continent, fe

plaignoient que vous rompez la derniere digvie qui s'oppofe a I'inondation,

qu'clles me permettent de ne pas regarder comme un grand maJheur, qu'une

langue commune lie de plus en plus les etats de TEurope, facilite les confe-

rences des miniftres, previenne les longueurs des negociations et les equi-

voques des traites, falfe fouhaiter la paix, et la rende plus durable et plus

chere. Le premier pas qu'on doive faire pour s'accorder, c'eft dt travaillcr

a s'entendre.

Vous venez, Monfieur, de donner un grand exemple. Au milieu des

fucces de vos armes vous avez honore les lettres de vos ennemis. Ce dernier

triomphe eft le plus noble. PuilTe-t-il devenir general et reciproque, et le

tems venir, ou les divers peuples, membres cpars de la meme famille,

13 s'clevant
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s'clevant au deflus des diftinftions partiales d'Anglois, de Frangois, d'Allc-

mand, ct de Ruffe, meriteront le titre d'homme !

J'ai I'honneur d'etre avec des fentimens qui ne dependent d'aucun cliniat

ni d'aucun ficcle.

Monsieur,

Votrc tres humble ct tres obeiffant fervitcur,

M. MAT Y.
Du Mufee Britannique,

Ui6 Juiiij 176 1.
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L' ETUDE DE LA LITTERATURE.

toire licce.

raire.

L T 'Hiftoire des empires eft cclle de la misere des homm€s. L'hillolre Idee de I'hif.

des fciences eft celle de leur grandeur et de leur bonheur. Si mille
'""^^ ''"^'

confiderations doivent rendre ce dernier genre d'etude precieux aux yeux du

pliilofophe, cette reflexion doit le rendre bien cher a tout amateur de

I'humanite.

II. Que je voudrois qu'une verite aufli confolante ne re$ut aucune excep-

tion ! Mais helas ! rhomme ne perce que trop fouvent dans le cabinet du
favant. Dans cet azile de la fageffe, il eft encore egare par les prejuges,

dcchire par les paffions, avili par les foibleiTes.

L'empire de la mode eft fonde ftir I'inconftance des hommes ; empire

dont I'origine eft fi frivole et dont les effets font fi funeftes. L'homme dc

Jettres n'ofe fecouer fon joug, et fi fcs reflexions retardent fa defaite, elles la

rendent plus honteufe.

Tous les pays, tous les fiecles ont vu quelque fcience I'objet d'une pre-

ference fouvent injufte, pendant que les autres etudes languiflbient dans un
mepris tout auffi peu raifonnable. La metaphyfique et la dialeclique fous

les fuccefleurs d'Alexandre *, la politique et I'eloquence fous la repub-

lique

* Ce ficcle fut ceki des feftes philofophiques, qui combattoient pour les fyftemes de leurs

maures refpeclifs, avec tout I'acharnement des theologiens. **

L'amourdes fyrtemes produit neceflairenicnt celui des principes generaux ; et celui-ci con-

duit d'orJina'ne au mepris des connciflances de detail.

" L'amcur des fyflemes, (dit M. Frer^t), qui s'empara des efprits apres Ariftote, fit aban.
«' donncr aux Grecs I'etude de la nature, et arreta le progres de leurs decouvertes philofo-
' phiques : les raifonncmens fubtils prirent la place des experiences : les fciences exafl^es la

" geomctrie, rartronomie, la vraie philofophie difparurent prefqu'entierement. On ne
<« s'occupa plus du foin d'acquerir des connoiflances nouvclles, mais de celui de ranger, et de
«« Ijer les unes aux autres, celles que I'on croyoit avoir, pour en former des fyftemes. C'eJl

voLi II. 3 »!
j;^
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lique Romaine, I'hifioire, la poefie dans le fiecle d'Aiigufle, la grammriire

et la juiifprudence fous le bas-Empire, la philolbphle fcholaftique dans

le trelzicme ficcle, ks Belles-Lettres jufqu'aux jours de nos peres, out fait,

tour-a-tour, radmlratjon et le mcpris des hommes. La phyfique ct Ics-

mathematiques font a prefcnt fur le trone. Elles voyent toutes kurs foeurs

profternees devant elks, enchainees a kur char, on tout-auplusocciipees a

orner kur momphe. Peutecre kur chute n'eft pas eloignee.

II feroit digne d'un habile homme de fuivre cette revolution dans les re-

ligions, ks gouvernements, les moeurs, qui ont fucceffivement egare, de-

fole et corrompuks hommes. Qu'il fe gardat bien de chercher un fyfteme;

mais qu'il fe gardat bien davantage de I'eviter.

RcnaltTance III. Si ks Grecs n'avoient etc efclaves, les Latins feroient encore bar-

Le„,es"' bares. Conftantinopk tomba fous le fer de Mahomet. Les Medicis ac-

Gouc qu'on cueillirent ks Mufes defolees : ils encouragerent les lettres. Erafme fit
eutpourelles.

, .,
, i.- tt - -- ' ' - j j - •

plus, il les cultiva. Homere et Liceron penetrerent dans des contrees incon-

nues a Alexandre, et invincibks pour ks Romains. Ces fiecks trouvoient

qu'il etoit beau d'etudier les anciens et de les admirer * : le notre penfe qu'il

eft plus aife de ks ignorer et de les meprifer. Je crois qu'ils ont tous les

deux raifon. Le guerrier les lifoit fous fitente. L'homme d'etat ks etudi-

oit dans fon cabinet. Ce sexe meme, qui, content des graces, nous laifTe ks

lumieres, embeliflbit I'exempk d'une Delie, et fouhaitoit de trouver un

Tibulle dans fon amant. Elizabeth (ce nom dit tout pour k Sage) appre-

noit dans Herodote a defendre les droits de I'humanite contre un nouveau

Xerxes, et au fortir des combats fe voyoit celcbree parEfchyle fous le nom

des vainqueurs de Salaraine f §.

Si

" la ce qui forma toutes les difFerentes feftes : les meilleurs efprits s'evaporerent dans les ab-

" ftraftions d'une metaphyfique obfcure, ou les mots tenoient le plus fouvent la place des

" chofes, et la dialedique, nommee par Ariftote rinftrument de notre efprit, devint chez Ces

*' difciples I'objet principal et prefque unique de leur application. La vie entiere fe paffoit a

" etudierl'art du raifonnement, et a ne raifonner jamais, ou du moins a ne raifonner que fur

•• des objets fantailiques." Mem. del'Acad. des B. L. torn. vi. p. 159,

• Feuilletez la Bibliotlieque Latine de Fabricius, le meilleur de tous ceux qui n'ont cte que

compilateurs : vous y verrez que dans I'efpace de quarante ans, apres la decouverte de I'impri-

merie, prefque tous les autears Latins etoient imprimes, quelques uns meme plus d'une fois.

Le gout des editeurs n'egala pas, il ell vrai, leur zele. Les ecrivains de I'hiftoire Augufte

parurent avant Tite Live ; et I'on donna Aulu-Gelle avant de fonger a Virgile.

f Efchyle a fait une tragedie (les Perfes), ou il a peint avec les couleurs les plus vives, la

jloire des Grecs etla conllemation des Perfes apres la journee de Salamine.

V. leTheat. des Grecs du P.Brumoy, torn. ii. p. 171, &c.

§ Ecoutons
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Si Clirlftine prefera la icience au gouvernenient d'lin ecat, le politique

peut la meprifer, le philofophe doic la blamer, niais rhoinme dc lettres

cherira fa memoire. Cette reine etudioic les anciens : elle en confideroit les

interpretes. Elle diftingua ce Saumaife, quine nicrita ni radmiration de fes

contemporains., ni le mepris dont nous nousefforjons de le comblcr.

IV. Sans doute elle poiifTa trop loin radmiration pour ccs I'avans. Sou- On !c pouITi

vent leur dcfcnfcur, jamais leur zelateur, j'avouerai Hins peine que Icurs

m JL'urs etoient grofficres, leurs travaux quelquefois mlnuticux ; que leur cfprit

noyc dans une erudition pcdantefque commentoit ce qu'il falloit fentir, ct

compiloit au lieu de raifonner. On etoit aflez cclaire pour fentir I'ucilitc de

leurs reclierches ; mais Ton n'etoit ni alTcz raifonnable ni afl'ez poll, pour

connoitre qu'clles auroient pu etre guidecs par le flambeau de la philofophie.

V. La lumiere alloit paroitrc. Defcartes ne fut pas Litterateur, mais les Qnsnd il de-

Belles-Lettres lui font bien redevablcs. Un philofophe cclaire *, heritierde
)!aifcnnable.

fa methode, approfondit les vrais principes de la critique. Le Boflu, Boi-

leau, Rapin, Brumoy apprirent aux hommes a connoitre mieux le prix des

trefors, qu'ils pofTcdoienr. Une de ces focietes qui ont mieux immortalifc

Louis XIV. qu'une ambition fouvent pernicieufe aux hommes, com- -'<

men^oit deja ces recherches qui reunifTent la juftene de I'efprit, I'amcnitc

x:t I'erudition, ou Ton voit tant de decouvertes, et quelquefois, ce qui ne

cede qu'a peine aux decouvertes, une ignorance modede et favante.

Si les hommes raifonnoient autant lorfqu'ils agiflent que lorfqu'ils dif-

courent, les Belles-Lettres feroient dcvenues I'objet de I'admiration du

vulgaire et de I'eftime des fages.

VI. C'eft de cette cpoque qu'elles datent le commencement de leur de- Decadence

cadence. Le Clerc, a qui les fciences et la liberte doivent des eloges, s'en '^^^ Bdlcs-

LcCtrcs
plaignoit deja, il y a plus de foixante ans. Mais c'eft dans la fameufe dif-

pute des anciens et des modernes qu'elles re^urent le coup mortel. II n'y a

jamais eu un combat auITi incgal. La logique exaifte de Terralfon, la

§ Ecoutons le Prefident Hcnault. " Cette priiicefle etoit favante. Uii jour qu'elle entre-

-" tenoit Calignon, qui fut depuis Chancelier de Navare, elle lui iit voir une traduflion en
«' Latin, qu'elle avoit faite, de quelqucs tragedies de Sophocle et de deux harangues de De-
-" moflliene. Elle lui permit de prendre unecopie d'une epigramme Grccque de fa fsoon ; et

" elle lui demanda fon avis fur des partiages de Lycophron, qu'elle avcit alors entre les mains,
•' ct dont elle vouloit traduire quelques endrcits."

Abreg. Chronolog. in Quart. Paris 1752. p. 397'.

* M, LeClerx;, dans fon excellent Jn iritica, et dans plufleiirs autres de fc- ouvr.iges.

3 M 2 philo-
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hommes lit

lerateurs

philofophie dcliee de Fontenelle, le ftyle elegant et heureux de la Motte, le

badinao-e leger de St. Hyacinte, travailloient de concert a reduire. Hbinere

au niveau de Chapelain. Leurs adverfaires ne leur oppofoient qu'iiivattaDhe-

ment ail minuues, je nefais quelles pretenfions a une fuperiorite naturelle des

anciens, des prejuges, des injures et des citations. Tout le ridicule Iei;r de-

meura. II en reiaillit une partie fur ces ancienS) dont ilsfoutenoient la qiie-

relle : et chez cette nation aimable, qui a adopte, fans y penter, h princip2

de Milord Shaftfbury, on ne diftingue point les torts et les ridicules.

Depuis ce terns, nos philofophes fe font etonnes que des hommes puOenc

pafler une vie entiere a rafTembler des faits et des mots ; et a fe charger la

memoire au lieu de s'eclairer I'efprit. Nos beaux efprics ont fenti, quels

avantages leur reviendroient de I'ignorance de leurs lefteurs. lis ont comble

de mepris les anciens, et ceux qui les etudient encore *
f-

VII. Je voudrois faire fucceder ace tableau quelques reflexions, qui pour-

ront fixer la jufte valeur des Belles-Lettres.

Grands Les exemples des grands hommes ne prouvent rien ; Caffini, avant de regler

le cours de planetes, crut y lire le deftin des hommes. J Cependant, lorfqu'ils

font en grand nombre, ils previennent avant rexamen, apres I'examen ils con-

firment. On fentd'abordqu'un genie capable de raifonner, une imagination vive

ct brillante ne gouteroient jamais une fcience, qui ne feroit que de memoire,

De tous ces hommes qui ont eclaire la terre, plufieurs fe font livres a I'etude

des Belles-Lettres ; beaucoup I'ont cultivee ; aucun, ou prefqu'aucun, ne

I'a meprifee. Toute I'antiquite fe montroit fans voile aux yeux de Grotius :

* On a oie a cette etude le nom de Belles-Lettres, qu'une longue prcfcription fcmbloit lui avoir

confacre, pour y fubRituer celui d'erudition. (i) Nos litterateurs fons devenus des erudits.

L'Abbe Mafiieu traitoit cet derniere expreflicn de Neologifme en J721. (2) Changeroit-il

deton a prcfent ? II fieroit mal a un etranger de vouloir le decider. Je connois tous les droits

des grands ecrivains fur la langue ; mais je voudrois, q*i'apres avoir reconnu qu'un erudit peut

avoir du gout, des vucs, de la finefle dans I'efprit, (3) ils ne fe ferviflent pas de ce terme pour

deiigner un fervile admirateur des anciens, d'autant plus aveugle qu'il y a tout-vu, hors leurs

graces ct leurs beautes. (4)

f Fontenelle dans fa digreffion fur les anciens et les moderns, et ailleurs.

Oeuv. de Greffet. torn. ii. p. 4;,,

J Fontenelle dans fon Eloge. Voltaire, torn. xvii. p. 75.

(i) V. La Molte & awlembert.

(1) M.ifiu'U uans fa preface aux ceuvres de Toureil.

(3) M. Dalemb. dans Part. Erudition de I'Encycl. Franjoife.

(4) M. Dalemb. dans le difcourspreliminaire de I'Encyciopedie, et ailleurs.

eclairs
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cclaire par fa lumiere, il dcveloppoit les oracles facres, il combattoir ,

ranee et la fiiperftition, il adoucifToitles horreurs de la gv.erre. Si Dcicartc^j

livrc tout entier a fa philofophie, meprifoit toute etude qui ne s'y rauportoit

pas, Newton * ne dedaigna pas de conftruire un fyfteme de chronologic-,, qui

a eu dfs partifans et beaucoiip d'admirateurs ; Gaficndi, le meilleur pailj-

fophe des litterateurs et le meilleur litterateur des philofophes, expliquoic

Epicure en critique, et le defendoit en Phyficien : Leibnitz paflbit, de fes

recherches immenfes fur I'hiftoire, aux infiniment petits. Si fon edition de

Martiantis Cc.pella avoir paru, fon exemple auroit juftifie les Litterateurs, fes

iumieres les auroient eclaires f . Le Diiftionaire de Bayle fcra un monument

eternelde la force, et de la fecondite de I'erudition combinee avec le genie.

VIIL Si nous ne failbns attention qu"a ceux qui ont confacre prefque tous Litterateurs-

leurs travaux a la litterature, les vrais connoifleurs fauront toujours diftiri- mes"
^

°'"*

guer et appi ecier I'efprit delicac et etendu d'Erafme, I'exaflitude de Cafau-

bon et de Gerard Vollius, la vivacite de JufteLipfe, le gout, la finelle

de Taneguy-le-Febvre, les resources, la fecondite d'Ifaac Vofllus, la pe-

netration hardie de Bentley, I'amenite de Maffieu et de Fraguier, la cri-

tique folide et cclairee de Sallier, I'efprit profond et philofophique de le

Clerc et de Freret. lis ne confondront point ces grands hommes avec de

fimples compilateurs, un Gruter, un Saumaile, un Maflbn, et tant d'autres,

hommes a la verite utiles par leurs travaux, mais qui ne mcritent jamais

notre admiration, qui excitent rarement notre gout, et qui quelquefois feuk-

ment exigent notre eftime.

IX. Les anciens auteurs ont laifse des modcles pour ceux qui oferont Le Gout.

marcher fur leurs traces : des lefteurs aux autres, oii ils pourront puifer les
de^bcu""''^'^^^

principes du bongout, et remplir leur loifir parl'etude de ces precieufes pro-

duflions, ou la verite ne fe montre qu'embellie de tous les trefors de I'ima-

gination. Les poetes, etle orateurs doivent peindre la nature. Tout I'uni-

vers peut leur fournir des couleurs j mais parmi cette variete immenfe on

peut ranger fous trois clalTcs les images dont its fe fervent : i'homme, la na-

ture, et I'art. Les images de la premier efpece, le tableau de rhomme, d6

fes grandeurs, de fes petiteiTes, de fes paffions, de fes changemens, font cclles

qui conduifcnt le plus furement ua ecrivain ^ I'immortalite. Chaque

fois qu'on lit Euripide, ou Terence on y decouvre de nouvelles beautcs.. Ce-

* Newton reformoit la chronologic ordinaire, et y trouvoit des eireurs de cinq a/ix cent

ans. Voyez mes renurques critiques fur cctte Chrono'.cgie.

.•JjLaviede Leibnitz f?.r de Nsufville, iU leie dc la Theodicee.

pendant.
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pendant ce n'eft ni a la condiiite fouvent defeftueufe de leurs pieces, ni avix

fincffes cachees de leur heureufe fimplicice, que ces poetes doivent leur re-

•nomniee. Le cceur fe rcconnoit dans leurs tableaux vrais et naiTs, et s'y re-

connoit avec plaifir.

La nature, toute valle qu'elle eft, a fourni peu d'images ?.ux poetes.

Bornes par leur objet ou par le prejuge des hommes, a fon ecorce, ils n'ont pu

"peindre que la fuccefilve variete des faifons, une mer irritee par les tempeces,

les.zephirs du printems refpirant Tamour et les plaifirs. Un petit nombre d.c

genies ont bientot epuife ces tableaux.

Images jrti- X. L'art leur reftoit. J'entens par I'art tout ce dont ks hommes, ont orne

ou dcfigure la nature, les religions, les gouvernemens, les ufages. lis s'en

font tous fervis : et il faut convenir qu'ils ont tous eu raifon. Leurs conci-

toyens, et Jeurs contemporains les entendoient fans peine, et les lifoient avec

plaifir. lis aimoient a rctrouver dans les ouvrages des grands hoifimes de leur

nation, tout ce qui avoit rendu leurs ancctres refpeftables, tout ce qu'ils re-

crardoient comme facre, tout ce qu'ils pratiquoient eomrae utile,

Les rooeurs XL Les mceurs des ancients etoient plus favorables a la poefie que les

desanciens^
notrcs : c'eft une forte prefomption qu'ils nous y ont furpafles.

favorables a i l i. j l

la poefie dans A-mefur€ que les arts fe font perfedionnes, les refforts fe font fimplifies.

tatre.""'" Dans la guerre, dans la politique, dans la religion, de plus grands efFets ont

etc produits par des caufes plus fimples. Sans doute les Maurice et les Cum-

berland * entendoient mieux i'art militaire que ks Achilk et ks Ajax i

" Tels ne parurent point aux rives du Scamandre,

•" Sous ces murs tant vantes que Pyrrhus mit en cendr-e,

" Ces antiques heros qui monies fur un char

*' Combattoient en defordre et marchoient au hazard f
."

Cependant les batailks du poete Francois font-elles diverfifiecs comme

xelles du poete Grec ? Ses heros font- ils aufll interellans ? Tous ces

combats finguliers des chefs, tout ces longs difcours aux mouran?,

toutes ces rencontres inattendues, prouvent I'enfance de l'art, mais don-

* Je ii'ai point cherche a faire un compliment a fon A. R. Mgr. le Due de Cumberland,

dont je refpedle infiniment la naiflance et le rang, fans ofer apprecier fes talents militaires. Si

Ton fe rappelle que les vers fuivans font tires du poeme fur la battaille de Fontenoy, on fcntira que
'

c'eft plutot M. de Voltaire qui parle que moi. Je ne crois pat cette lemarque inutile. Des

wens d'efprit s'y font trompes.

f Oeuvr^ de Volt. torn. ii. p. 300.

4 iient
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nent au poete le moyen de nous faire connoitre fes heros, et de nous inte-

refler a leur deftin. Aujourdhui les armees font de vaftes machines animees

par le foufle du General. La Mufe fe refufe a la defcription de fes manoeu-

vres : elle n'ofe percer ce tourbillon de poudre et de poulTiere, qui cache a fes

ycux le brave etle lache, le chefctle foldac.

XII. Les anciennes republiques de la Grecc ignoroient les premiers prin- P^ns la poli-

tique,

cipes d'un bon gouvernement. Le peuple s'aiTcmbloit en tumulce pour

decider plutot que pour deliberer. Leurs faftions etoient furieufes et im-

mortelles, leurs fedicions frcquentes et terribles^ leurs plus beaux jours rem-

plis de mefiance, d'envie et de confufion *
: leurs citoyens etoient malheu-

reux, mais leurs ecrivains, rimagination echaufee par ces affieux objets, les

peignoient comme ils les fentoient. La tranquille adminiftration des loix,

ces arrets falutaires qui, fjrtis du cabinet d'un feul ou du confeil d'un petit

nombre, vont repandre la felicite chez un peuple entier, n'excitent chez le

poete que I'admiration, la plus froide de toutes les paffions.

XIII. La mythologie ancienne qui animoit toute la nature, etendoit fon ^^^s 1* reU-

.. . , . .
gioB,

influence fur la plume du poete. Infpire par la mufe, il chantoit les attributs,

les avantures, et les malheurs des dieux. L'Etre infini que la religion et

la philofophie nous ont fait connoitre, eft au-deffus de fes chants : le fublime

i fon egard devient puerile. Le Fiat de Moi'fe nous frappe f ; mais la

raifon ne fauroit fuivre les travaux. de la iHvinite qui ebranle fans efforts et

fans inftruments des millions de mondes, et I'imagin'^tion ne peut voir avec

plaifir les diables de Milton, combattre pendant deux jours les armees du-

Tout Puiflant J.

Les anciens connoifToient leurs avantages, et les employoicnt avec fuc-

ces. Ces chef-d'oeuvres que nous admirons encore en font la meilleure

preuve.

• Voy. le iii. L. de Thucydide.

Diodore de Siciie, depuis le L. xi. jufqu'au L. xx. prefque par tout.

La Preface de I'Abbe Terrafibn au iii. torn, de fa Tradaftion de Diodore de Siciie, et Hume's

Political Effays, p. 191.

+ V. les pieces de Huetet de Defpreaux, dans le iii. torn, des Oeuvres de celui-ci.

J; Le compas d'or dont le Createiir mefure I'univers etonne chez Milton. Peut etre chez

lui eft-il puerile: chezHomere il eut etc fublime. Nosidees philofophiques de la Divinite nul-

fent au poete. Les memes ornemens qui auroient releve le Jupiter del Grecs, la defigurent-

Le beau genie de Milton lutte contre le fyftemc de fa religion, et ne paroit jamais fi grand que

lorfqu'ilen eftun peuafFranchi : pend ii.t qu'un Properce declamateur froid et foible, nedoit fa

renommee qu'au fpeftacle riant de fa mythologie.

XIV. Mais'
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Moyens de XIV, Mais nous,. places fous un autre Ciel, nes dans un autre ficcle, nous

beautt'r perdrions necefTairement toutes ces beautes, finite de pouvoir nous placer au

meme point de vue, on fe trouvoient les Grecs ct les Romains. Une con-

noiflance detaillee de leur fiecle, eft le feul moyen qui puifie nous y conduire.

Quelques idees fuperficielles, quelques lumieres puifees au befoin dans un

commcntaire, ne nous laiflcront faifir que les beautes les plus fenfibles et les

plus apparentes : toutes les graces, toutes les finefles de leurs ouvrages nous

echapperont ; et nous traiterons de gens fans gout leurs contemporains, pour

leur avoir prodigue des eloges, dont notre ignorance nous empechera de fen-

tir lajuftelTe. La connoifTance de I'antiquitCj voila notre vrai commentaire

:

mais ce qui eft plus neceffaire encore, c'eft un certain efprit qui en eft le re-

fultat ; efprit qui non feulement nous fait connoitre les chofes, mais qui

nous familiarife avec elles, et nous donne a leur egard les yeux des anciens.

Le fameux exemple dc Perrault pent faire fentir ce que je veux dire : la

groffierete des fiecles heroiques choquoit le Parifien. En vain Boileau lui

remontroit-il qu'Homere vouloit et devoit peindre les Grecs, et non point

les Francois ; fon efprit demeuroit convaincu, fans etre perfuade *. Un
goiit antique (j'entens pour les idees de convention) I'euL eclaire plus que

toutes les lemons de fon adverfaire.

Images arii- XV. J'ai dit, il y un moment, que la raifon autorifoit ces images arti-

ficielles ti-
flcielles, mais au tribunal de I'amour de la gloire, ie ne fais fi la decifion feroit

ennent a la-
_

o ' i

mour de la ''']a meme. Nous aimons tous la gloire : mais rien n'eft plus different que la

nature et le degre de cet amour. Chaque homrae varie dans fa maniere de

I'aimer. Cet ecrivain n'aime que les eloges de fes contemporains. La

mort met fin a toutes fes efperances ct a toutes fes craintes. Le tombeau

qui couvre fon corps peut enfevelir ion nom. Un tel homme pent fans

fcrupule employer des images familieres aux feuls juges dont il recherche les

applaudiflfemens. Cet autre legue fon nom a la pofterite la plus reculee f

.

II fe' plait a penfer que, mille ans aprcs fa moir, I'lndien desbords du G'ahge,

et le Laponois au milieu de fes glaces, lirontfei ouvrages, et .porteront envie

au pays et au fiecle qui I'ont vu naitre.

Ceiui qui ecrit pour tous les hommes ne doit puifer que dans des fourees

communes a tousles hommes, dans leur cceur et dans le fpedtacle de la na-

ture. Le feul orgueil peut I'engagcr a pafier ces limites. li peut prtfumer

* V. les Remarques de M. Defpreaux fur Longin.

t Vic de Bacon par Mallet, p. 27.

I que
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que la beaute de fes cciirs lui afTurera toujoiirs desBiirmans, qui travailleront

a. I'expliquer, et qui radmireront encore plus, parcequ'ils I'auront cx-

plique.

XVI. Non-feulement le caiaflcre de I'auteur, mais encore celui de fon Et alanaturc

ouvrage, infiue a cet cgard fur Hi conduite. La haute poefic, Icpopec, la "
"^^''

tragedie, et I'ode emprunteront plus raremenc ces images que la comedie et

la fatire, parcequ'elles peignent les pafTions, et que celles-ci crayonnent les

mosurs. Horace et Plaute font prefqu'inintelligibles a quiconque n'a pas

appris a vivre, et a penfer comme le peuple Remain. Le rival de Plaute,

I'elegant Terence eft mieux entendu, parcequ'il a facrifie la plaifanterie au

bon gout, au lieu que Plaute a immole les bienfeances a la plaifanterie.

Terence fongeoit qu'il peignoit des Atheniens; tout dans fes pieces eft

Grec, hormis le langage *
: Plaute favoit qu'il parloit a des Remains

:

on retrouve chez lui a Thebes, a Athenes, a Calydon, les mceurs, les loix et

jufqu'aux batimens de Rome f

.

XVII. Dans les poetes heroiques les mceurs, bien quelles ne faffent pas Contrafte de

le fond de leurs tableaux, en ornent fouvent le lointain. II eft impoffible de
''^^^*"'«^'

fentir le plan, I'art, etles details de Virgile, fans etre inftruit a fonds de I'hif- deurde

toire, des loix, et de la religion des Remains, de la geographie de I'ltalie, du

caradlere d'Augufte, de la relation finguliere ct unique que ce Prince

foutenoit avec le fcnat et le peuple J. Rien de plus frappant, et de

plus interefiant pour ce peuple, que le contrafte de Rome couverte de

paille, renfermant trois mille citeyens dans fes murs
fl, avec cette meme Rome

capitale de Tunivers, dont les maifons etoient des palais, les citeyens des prin-

ces, et les provinces des empires. Puifque Florus a fu faifir ce contrafte §,

on

* V. Terent. Eunuch. Aftii. Sc. ii. Heauton. Adl i. Sc. i.

Les Cupedinarii dont parle Terence ne detruifent point cette reflexion. Ce mot (quand.

meme on n'adopteroit pas la conjefture de Saumaife) etoit devenu d'un nom propre, un noaj

appellatif. V. Terence Eunuch. Aft. ii. Sc.ii.

f Amphytr. Aft. i. Sc. i. Quid faciam nunc, fiTrefviri me in carceremcompegerint.&c.

% V. les Differtations de M. de la Bleterie fur le pouvoir des Empereurs. Mem de I' Acad. dc$

Belles- Lettres, torn. xix. p. 357—457. torn. xxi. p. 299, &c. torn. xxir. p,26i.&C. p- *79.

&c.

II
Varronde Ling. Latins, L. iv. Dionyf. Halycarn. L.xi. p. 76. Plutarch, in Roniul.

§ Voyez fes paroles : " Sora (quis credat ?) et Algidum terror! fuerunt. Satricum et Cor-

«< niculum provincise. De Verulis et Bovillis pudet ; fed triumphavimus. Tibur nunc fub-

" urbanum, et xllivx Prsnelle, Jeliciac, nuncupatis in capitolio votis petebantur. Idem tunc

•• Fifula-, quod Carrse nuper, Idem nenius Aricinum, quod H«rcjnius (alius : Fregella: quod

vot. ,11. 3 N " Gefforiacum »
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on peut croire que Virgile ne I'a pas manque. II I'a peint des traits d'utx

grand maicre. Evandre conduit fon liote par ce village, oij tout jufqu'au

monarque, refpiroit la rufticite. II lui en explique les antiquites, et le pocicc

laifle habikment entrevoir a quoi ce village, ce capitole fucur, cache par lea

ronces, etoit referve*. Que ce tableau eft vif! Que ce contrafte eft

parlant pour un homme inft^uitdans I'antiquite ! Qu'il eft fade aux yeux de

celui qui n'apporte a la letlure de Virgile, d'autre preparation qu'un goiit

naturel, et quelque connoiflance de la langue Latine !

Art de Vir- XVIII. Mieux on pofiede I'antiquite, plus on admire I'arc de ce poece.

" ' Son fujet etoit aflcz mince. La fuite d'une bande d'exiJes, le combat de

quelques villageois, retabliflement d'une bicoque, voila les travaux tant

vantes du pieux Enee. Mais le poete les a annoblis, et il a fu en les anno-

feliflant, les rendre encore plus intereffans. Par une illufion trop fine pour

ne pas fe derober au commun des lefteurs, et trop heureufe pour deplaire aux

]ucres, il embellit les moeurs des fiecles heroiques, mais il les embellit fans les

de<»uifert- Le patre Latinus et le feditieux Turnus font transformes en

" Gefibriacum : Tiberis quod Euphrates. Coriolos, quoque, proh pudor ! viflos, adeo glo-

" rir fuide ut captum oppidum C. Marcius Coriolanus, quafi Numantiam aut Africam,. no-

" mini induerit extant, et pvarta de Antio fpolia, quos Mosnius in Aiggellu fori, capta hoftium

" claffi, fufRxit ; fi tamen ilia, claffis : nam fex fuere roftrati. Sed hie numerus illis initiij

" navale belUim fuit (i)." Properce a entrevu cette idee, mais confufement^

" Coflus, at infequitur Veientes cade Tolumni

" Vincere dum Veios poffe, laboris erat.

" Nee dum ultra Tiberim, belli fonus, ultima prscda

" Nomentum, et captx jugera terna Corae (2)."

Mais dans route la tirade il mele deu.x idees, qui par elles memes et par leurs effets, font tres difl

ferentes. La comparaifon de Rome floriffante avec Rome naiflante, penetre Fame d'un fenti-

ment de grandeur et de plaifir. Au lieu que ces campagnes incultes oia paroifToient a peine les-

cebris de I'ancienne Veies, infpirent la melancolie et rattendriffement.

* Virg. ^neid. L.viii. V. 185— 370.

Hinc ad Tarpei'am fedem et Capitolia ducit,

Aurea nunc, dim fylveftribus horrida dumis.

• armenta videbant

Romanoque foro et lautis mugire Carinis.

f Rien de plus difficile pour un ecrivaki eleve dans le luxe, que de peindrefans bafleffe des

niCEurs fitrples. Lifez I'Epitre de Penelope dans Ovide, vous vous y fentirez revoke de ceite

meme rulHcite qui vous enchante chez Homere. Lifez Mademoifelle de Scudery, vous ferez

defagreablement furpris de retrouver a la cour de Tomyris la pompe de celle de Louis XIV.

II faut etre fait a ces mceurs pour en faifir le ton. La redexion a tenu Ueu d'experience a Vir-

gile, et peut-atre a Fenelon. lis ont connu qu'il les falloit orner un peu, pour ir.enager la deli-

cateffe de leurs concitoyens ; mais qu'on choqueroit cette meme delicatefle, fi on les fardoit

beaucoup.

(i) L. AnnsiFlori, L. i. C, Jci. (2) Propertii Eleg. L. iv. Eleg. xi. V. 23.

monarques
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raonaVqiies puiflans. Toute I'ltalle craint pour fa libertc*. Erice niomphe

des Jiommes et des dieiix. Virgile fait encore faire rejaillir fur les Troyens

toute la gloire des Romains, Le fondateur de Rome fait difparoitre celui de

Lavinium. C'eft un feu qui s'allume. Bieiitot il embrafcra toute la terre.

Enee (fi j'ofe hazarder I'expreflion) contient Ic germe de tous fes diefcendaiis.

Afllege dans fon camp, il nous rappelle Ccfar et Alexia *. Nous ne partageons

point notre admiration.

Jamais Virgile n'employe mieux cet art, que lorfque, defcendu aux enfers

avec fon heros, fon imagination en parok affranchic. II n'y cree point

d'etres nouveaux et fantafques. Romulus et Brutus, Scipion ct Ceiar s'y

-Eiontrent, tels que Rome les admira ou les craignit.

XIX. On lit les Georgiques avec ce gout vif qu'on doit au beau, etavec Les Ge3f-

ce plaifir dclicieux que I'amcnite de leur objet infpire a toute ame hon- S'l"^'-

nete et lenfible. On pourroit cependant fentir croitre fon admiration, fi Ton

decouvroit chez leur auteur un but auffi releve que I'executlon en eft ache-

vee. Je puife toujoiirs mes exemples chez Virgile. Ses beaux vers et les

prcceptes de fon ami Horace, fixerent le goiit des Romains, et peuvent in-

ftruire la pofterite la plus reculee. Mais pour developer mes idees, il faut

les prendre d'un peu loin.

XX. Les premiers Romains combattolent pour la gloire et pour la patrie. Les veterans.

Depuis le fiege de Ve'i'es f ils recevoient une paye aflez modique, et quel-

quefois des recompenfes apres les triomphes J ; mais ils les recevoient comme
une grace, et non comme une dette. La guerre finie, chaque foldat devenu

citoyen, fe retiroit dans fa cabane et y fufpendoit fes amies inutiles, pret a les

reprendre au premier fignal.

Qu.md Sylla rendit la traaquillite a la republique, les chofes ctoient bien

changees. Plus de trois cens mille hommes, accoutumes au carnage et au

luxe §, fans biens, fans patrie, fans principes, exigeoient des recompenfer

.

Si le didateur les leur avoit donnces en argent, fuivant le taux ecabli enfuite

par Augufte, dies lui'auroient coute plus de trente deux millions de notre

* J'aurois du dire Alcfia. Alexia eil une lefon fr.ative de quelq'.irs cJitio^s des cOi-nmsntaires

;

mais les plus anciens manufcrits, d 'accord avec les autrcs ecrivains, portent coiillamment

Alelia (
I

)

.

f Liv. L. iv. c. 59, 60. t Liv. L. XXX. c. 45, .'cc. Arbuihnot's Tables, p 181, SfC,

5 Salull in £el!. Catiiin. p. 7.2. Edit. Thyiii.

(i) Notice de I'ancienne Gaule, pnr 'M. d'Anvillc, p. 49.

3 N 2 monnoye,'
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monnoye *, fomme immenfe dans les terns les plus profperes, mais abrs au-

defllis des facukes de la republique. Sylla embraffa un parti, que la necef-

fite et fon interet particulier, plutot que le bien de I'ecat, lui didterent : il

donna des terras aux foldats. Quarante fept legions furent difperfees dans

ritalie. On fonda vingt quatre colonies militaires f. Expedient ruineux ;

fi on les meloit, ils quittoient leurs habitations pour fe retrouver ; fi on

les laiflbit en corps, le premier feditieux y trouvoit une armee toute prete J.

Ces vieux guerriers ennuyes du repos, et trouvantau-deflbus d'eux d'acheter

par la fueur ce qui pouvoit ne couter que du fang §, dilTiperent leurs nou-

veatJx biens par la debauche, et n'efperant de falut que dans une guerre

civile, fervirent puifTamment les defleins de Catilina ||. Augufle, prefle par

les memes embarras, fuivit le meme plan, et en craignit les memes fuites.

La trifte Italie fumoit encore

« Des feux qua raliume fa liberte mourante ^."

• Ce taux etoit de trols mille drachmes, ou douze mille fefterces pour le fimple legionaire( i),

du double pour le cavalier et le centenier, et du quadruple pour le tribun (2). La legion Ro»

malne, depuis I'augmentation de Mariu5(3), etoit de fix mille fantafCns, et de trois cens

chevaux. Ce grand corps n'avoit que foixante fix officiers, favoir foixante centeniers et fix

tribuns. Voila le calcul

:

Liv. Sierlm

282,000 legionaires a 3000 drachmes ou 12,000 fefterces, oti 105 1. fterUng chacun, 28,905,000

2,820 centeniers et 14,100 cavaliers a 6000 drachmes ou 2iolivres llerling chacun, 3,468,600

2S2tribun$a 12,000 drachmes ou 1. 410 chacun, 115,620

En toutl. 32,489,220

Sulvant les calculs de M. Arbuthnot cette fomme ne feroit que de 1.30,705,220, ladrachme

valant7jfousd'Angleterre (4). Mais quelques recherches quej'aie faites, la drachme Attique

des derniers terns, egale au denier Romain en poids comme en valeur, valoit 8f de cette

monnoye (j).

f Liv. L. Ixxxix. Epitora. Freinflieim. Suppl. L. Ixxxlx. c. 34.

Sur I'article des colonies militaires on pent confulter les Cenotaphla Pifana du Cardinal Nor-

ris. Le fecond chapitre de fa premiere differtation contient des details tres inftruftifs fur cette

raatiere.

X Tacit. Annal. xiv. p. 249. Edit. Lipfii. § Tacit, de Mor. Germani, p. 441.

11 Saluft. in Ball. Catilin. p. 40. Cicero in Catilin. Orat. ii. c. 9.

^ Racin. Mithrid. Aft. iii. Sc. i.

(i) Dion. Caff. L. liv. Lipf. Ex. ail. L. i. Annal. Tacit. C.

(2) Wotton's Hiftoryof Rome, p. 1J4. <3) Rofin. Aotiq. p. 964.

(4) Arbulh. Tables, p. 15.

(5) V. mes Rem, MSS. fur les poids, &c. des anciens. Hooper, p. i*8, et EiflenfchmidV

p. S3, &c.

Les
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Llfs hardls veterans n'avoient achete leurs poflefTions que par une guerre

Janglante, ct leurs frequens actes de violence montroient aflez qu'Ils fe

croioient toujours les amies a la main *.

XXI.Qu'-y-avoit-il alors de plus afTorti a la douce politique d'Augufte, que But de Vlr-

d'empioyer les chants harmonieux de fon ami, pour les reconcilier a leur
^'

^

nouvel etat ? Aufli iui confeilla-t-il de compofer cet ouvrage.

Dafijcilem curfum, atque audaciius anntie cceptis ;

Ignarofquc via mecum iniferatus agrejfesy

Ingredere ; et votis jam nunc ajfiiejce vocari f.

L'agriculture avoit cependant plus de cinquante ccrivains Grecs J; les livres

de Caton et de Varron etoient des guides plus furs, plus minutieux, et plus

exafts que ne pouvoit I'etre un poete. Mais il falloit faire gouter a des fol-

dats le repos de la campagne plutot que de les inftruire dans les principes dc

l'agriculture ? De la toutes ces defcriptions touchantes des plaifirs innocens

du campagnard, fes jeux, fes foyers, fes retraites delicieufes oppofees aux

amufemens frivoles des hommes, et a leurs affaires plus frivoles que leurs

amufemens.

II y a dans ce tableau de ces traits vifs et inattendus, de ces detours caches

ct hcureux, qui montrent dans Virgile, un genie pour la fatyre, que des vues

fuperieures ct labonte de fon cceur I'empechoient feules de cultiver §. Quel

veteran ne fe reconnoiffoit pas dans le vieillard Corycien
|| ? Comme eux

accoutume aux armes des fa jeunefle, il trouvoit enfin le bonheur dans une

retraite fauvage, que fes travaux avoient transformee en un lieu de delices ^.

L'ltalien las de mener une vie remplie de craintes legitimes, deploroit avec

Virgile les malheurs du terns, et plaignoit fon prince de fe voir emporte

par la violence des veterans,

Ut cum carceribusfefe effudere quadrigae,

Addunt infpatium, et frufira reti/tacula tendem

Fertur equis auriga, neque audit currus habenas **.

et recommen^oit fes travaux dans I'efpoir d'un nouveau fiecle d'or.

• V.Donat. inVit. Virgil. Virgil, Eclog, ix. v. 2, &c.

f Virg. Georg. L. i. v. 40. J Varro de Re RuHic. L. i. c. i.

§ Hie petit excidiis urbem, miferofque penates,

Ut gemma bibat , et Sarrano dormiat ollro. Virg. Georg. L.ii. v. 50c, &c.

II
Virg. Geor. L. iv. v. 125, et feq.

^ II etoit da nombre des pirates aiutquels Pompee avoit donne des terr«j. V. Serv. in Loc.

et Veil. Pater. L. ii. p. 56.

*• Virg. Georg. L. i. v. 512.

XXII. Si
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SonfuccC's. XXn. Si I'on adopte mes idees, Virgile n'eft plus un fimple ecrlvain, qui

tlcci-k les tiavaux ruftiques. C'efl: un nouvel Orphee, qui ne manie fa lyre,

que pour faire dtpofer aux fauvageskur.fcrocite, et pour les reunir par les

iiens des moeurs etdesloix*.

Ses chants produlfirent cecte merveille. Les veterans s'accoutumerent

Infcnliblement au repos. lis pafierent en paix les trente ans qui s'ecoulerent

avant qu'Augufte cut ctabli, non fans beaucoup de difficulte, un trefor mili-

taire pour les payer en argent f.

La Cri- XXIII. Ariftote, qui portoit la lumiere dans les tenebres de la nature

Idisde la et de I'art, eft le pere de ja critique. Le terns dent la juftice lente, mais fure,

.critique. ^^gj. gj^f^j^ j^ verite a la place de I'erreur, a brife les ftatues du philofophe,

mais a confirme les dccifions du critique. Deftitue d'obfervations, iladonne

des chimeres pour des faits. Forme dans I'ecole de Platon, et dans les ecrits

d'Homere, de Sophocle, d'Euripide et de Thucydide. il a puife fes regies

dans la nature des chofes et dans la connoiflance du coeur humain. 11 les a

eclaircies par les exemples des plus grands modeles.

Deux mille ans fe font ecoules depuis Ariftote. Les critiques ont perfec-

tionneleur art. Cependant ils ne font pas encore d'accord fur I'objet de leurs

.travaux. Les le Clerc, les Coufm, les Des-maifeaux, lesde Sainte-Marthe J,

nous en offrent des definitions differentes. Pour moi, je les crois toutes ou

trop partiales, ou trop arbitraircs. La critique ,eft, felon moi, I'art dejuger

des ecrits et des ecj;ivains, .ce qu'ils ont di.t, s'ils I'ont bien dit, s'ils ont dit

vrai §. De la premiere de ces branches decoule la grammaire, la connoif-

iance des Jangues et des manufcrits, le difcernement des ouvrages fuppofcs,

le retablifiement des endroits corrompus. Toute la theorie de la poefie e£

de I'eloquence fe tire de la feconde. La troificme ouvre un champ im-

jnenfe, I'examen et la critique des faits. On pourroit done diftinguer la

.nation des critiques, en critiques grAmmairiens, en critiques rheteurs et ea

• Sylveftres homines facer interpreTque Deorum

Cffidibus et vidu fedo dsterruit Orpheus ;

Diausobhoclenire tigres rabidofqueleones. Horat. Ars Poet, v.fgi,

-f
Tillfitiom. Hift. des Emper. Tacit. Annal. L. i. p. 39. Dionyf. L. Iv. p. 565.

Speton.in Augull. c. 49.

X Clerici Ais Crit. L. i. c. i.

I 11 faut borner ce vrai au vrailiitlorique. *. la verifc de leurs temoignages et non de leurs opi-

nions. Cette derniiire cfpeca de vcritc eft plutot du reffort dc la logique que de celui de la

critique.

critiqi.cs
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critiques hiftoriens. L€s preterrfions exclufives des premiers ont nui non

fculementa leur travail, mais acelui de leurs confreres.

XXIV. Tout ce qu'ont etc les hommes, tout ce que le genie a cree, tout Materlauxdo

ce que la raifon a pefe, tout ce que le travail a recueilli> voila le departement '^'
"^"''"

de la critique. La juftefTe d'efprit, la finefle, la penetration, font toutes

neceflaires pour I'exercer dignement. Je fuis le litterateur dans fon cabinet,

je le vois entoure des produdlions de tous les fiecles : fa bibliotheque en eft

remplie : fon efprit en eft eclaire, fans en etre charge. II etend fes regards

de tous cotes. L'auteur le plus eloigne du travail de I'inftant, n'eft pas oublie :

un trait lumineux pourroit s'y rencontrcr, qui confirmeroit les decouvertes du

critique ou qui ebranleroit fes hypoth^fes. Le travail de I'cruditeft acheve.

Le philofophe de nos jours s'y arrete et loue la menioire du compilateur.

Celui-ci en eft quelquefois la dupe, et prend les materiaux pour Tedifice.

XXV. Mais le vrai critique fent que fa tache ne fait que commencer. Operation*

II pefe, il combine, il doute, il decide. Exaft et impartial, il ne fe rend ""'1"^*

qu'a la raifon, ou a I'autorite qui eft la raifon des faits *. Le nom le plus

refpeclable le cede quelquefois au temoinage d'ccrivains auxquels les circon-

ftances fcules donnent un poids momentane. Prompt etfecond en reflburces,

mais fans fauffe fubtilite, il ofe facrifier I'hypothefe la plus brillante, la plus

fpecieufe, et ne fait point parler a fes maitres le langage de fes conjectures.

Ami de la verite, il cherche le genre de preuves qui convientafon fujet, et

il s'en contente. II ne porte point la faux de I'analyfe fur ces beautes deli-

cates, qui fe fanent fous k touche la moins rude ; mais aufli, peu content

d'une admiration fterile, il fouiile jufques dans les principes les plus caches

du coeur humain, pour fe rendre raifon de fes plaifirs et de fes degouts. Mo-
defte et fenfe il n'etale point fes conjedures comme des verite.>, fes induc-

tions comme des faits, fesvraifemblances comme des demonftrations.

XXVI. On a dit que la geometric etoit une bonne logique, et Ton a cru Lr critique

lui donner un grand eloge : il eft plus glorieux aux feicnces de developper ou
"^'^^''J'""*^°-

de perfeftionnerl'homme, que de reculer les bornes de I'univers. Mais la

criuque ne peut-elle pas partager ce titre ? Elle a meme cet avant'age : h
geonietrie s'occupe de demonftrations qui ne fe trouvent que chcz cile ; la

critique balance les difFerens degres de vraifemblance. C'eft en les com-

parant que nous regions tous les jours nos aftions, que nous decidons fou-

vent de notre fort f . Balan^ons des vraifemblances critiques.

• C'e(l-a dire, I'autorite combinee avec I'expcrience.

t 11 s'agit principalement des elemens de la geonietrie etde ceux de la critique.

4 XXVII. Notre
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raite entre

Home et

Carthage.

Controverfs XXVII. Notre fiecle, qui fe crok deftine a changer les loix en tout genre,

Romaine. a enfante un Pirrhonlfme hiftorique, utile et dangereux. M. de Pouilly,

efprit brillant et fupernciel, qui citoit plus qu'il ne lifoit, douta de la certi-

tude * des cinq premiers fiecles de Rome ; mais fon imagination peu faite

pour ces recherches, ceda facilement a I'erudition et a la critique de M.
Freret et de I'Abbe Sallier f . M. de Beaufort fit revivre cette controverfe,

et I'hiftoire Romaine fouffrit beaucoup des attaques d'un ecrivain, qui favoit

douter et qui favoit decider.

XXVIII. Un traite des Romains et des Carthaginois devint entre {i.^

mains une objeftion accablante %. Ce traite fe rencontre chez Polybe, hif-

torien exaft et eclaire \. L'original fe confervoit a Rome de fon terns.

Cependant ce monument authentique contredit tous les hiftoriens. L. Brutus

et M. Horatius y paroiflent comme exercant le confulat enfemble, quoi-

qu'Horatius n'y parvint qu'apres la mort de Brutus. Les Romains y ont des

fujets qui n'etoient encore que leurs allies. On entend parler de la marine

d'un peuple qui ne conftruifit fes premiers vaifleaux que dans la premiere

guerre Punique, deux cens cinquante ans apres le confulat de Brutus.

Quelles conclufions fatales ne tire-t-on pas de cette contrariete ? Elles font

toutes au defavantage des hiftoriens.

XXIX. Cette obje6tion a fort embarafle les adverfaires de M. de Beau-

fort, lis ont doute de I'authenticite de ce monument original. lis en ont

avance la datce. Tachons par une explication vraifemblable de concilier le

monument et les hiftoriens. Separons d'abord la datte d'avec le corps dii

Les confuls. traite. Celui-ci eft du tems de Brutus. Celle-la eft de la fa^on de Polybe

ou de fcs antiquaires Romains. Les noms des confuls ne fe lifoient jamais

dans les craitcs folemnels, dans les fadera confacres par toutes les ceremonies

de la religion. Les feuls miniftres de cette religion, \&$feciaux, les fignoient:

et cette circonftance diftinguoit Itsfxdera et les J-ponfiones. Nousdevons ce

detail a Tite Live §. II fait difparoitre la difficulte. Les antiquaires auront

Le traite

edairci.

• Une definition claire de cette certitude for laqueile on fe difputoit, auroit pu abreger la

controverfe. " C'eft la certitude hillorique." Mais cette certitude varie de fiecle en fiecle-

Je crois engros al'exiftence et aux adlions de Charlemagne; mais la certitude que j'en ai, n'eft

point egale a celle des exploits d'Henii quatre.

f V. Mem. de I'Acad. dei Belles-Lettres, torn. vi. p. 14, 190.

\ Diflert. fur I'Incertit. de I'Hiil. Rom. p. 33—46. |1
Polyb. Hift. L. iii. c.22.

§ Spoponderunt confules, legati, quseflores, tribuni militum, nominaque eorum qui fpopcn-

derunt adfcug exftant, ubi ft ex feedere afta res eflet praeterqunrji duorum fecialiam non extarent.

Tit. Liv. L. ix. c. 5.'

1 pris
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pris les feciaux pour les confuls. Mais fans fonger a cctte incprife, cesan-

tiquaires que rlen n'obligeoit a la prccifion dans I'explication des monumens

publics, ont marque I'annea du regifuge, par les noms cclebres du fondateur

de la liberte et de celui du capicole. II leur imporcoit pen de s'affurer s'ils

exercerent le confulat enfemble.

XXX. Les peuples d'Ardee, d'Antium, de Terraclne n'etoienc point Le:fujet4 do.-

fujets des Romains, ou s'ils rccoieiit, les hiftoriens nous one donne une idee
^^"''-"

tres faulTe de I'etendue de la republique. Tranfportons-nous dans le fiecle

de Brutus, et puifons dans la politique des Romains, une definition du terme

d'allie aflez cloignee de la notre. Rome, quoique la derniere colonic des

Latins, fongea de bonne heure a reunir toute cetie nation fous fes loix. Sa

difcipline, fes heros et fes vidloires lui acquircnt bientot une fuperioritc dc-

cidee. Fiers, mais politiques, les Romains en uferent avec une fagelTc

digne de leur bonheur. lis comprirent que des cites mal-aflervics arrete-

roient les armes, epuifcroient les trefors, et corroinproient les meeurs de la

republique. Sous le nom plus fpecieux d'allies, ils furent faire aimer leur

joug aux vaincus. Ceux-ci confentlrent avec plaifir a reconnoitre Rome pour

la capitale de la nation Latine, et a lui fournir un corps de troupes dans toutes

ks guerres. La republique ne leur devoit qu'une protection, marque de fa

fouverainete et qui leur coutoit fi cher. Ces peuples etoient allies de Rome,

mais ils virent bientot cux-mcmes qu'ils en etoient efclaves *.

XXXL Cette explication diminue la difficulte, me dira-t-on, mais ne la

difTipe pas. Tirnxooi, rexpreffion dont fe fcrt Polybe, fignifie fujet, dans Ic

fens propre du mot. Je ne le contefterai pas. Mais nous n'avons que la

traduftion de ce traite ; et fi Ton accorde a fes copies une confiance condi-

tionelle pour le fond des chofes, il ne doit pas etre permis de rien conclurc

de leurs expreffions prifes a la rigueur. Les aflemblagcs d'idees font fiarbi-

traires, les nuances fi legcres, les langues fi difFerentes, que le plus habile

tradufteur peut chercher des expreffions equivalences, mais n'en trouve gueres

que de fembhbles f . Le langage de ce traite etoit ancien. Polybe fe fia

aux antiquaires Romains. La vanite leur grolfit les objets. Fa-derati ne

fignifie pas des allies egaux : rendons le, dircnt ils, par fujets.

XXXIL La marine des Romains embarafie encore nos critiques. Po- Leur mani-.s.

lybe nous afiure que la flotte de Duillius fut leur premier cflai dans ce

• Tit. Liv. L. viii. c. 4.

Le preteor Annius appelle le gouvernement des Romaint, Rt^nmn im^tcat,

f V. Cleric. Ars Criiic, L. ii. z. 2. ^ i, i, 3k

VOL. II. JO genre.



4'^<S
,

ESSAI SUR L'ETUDE

genre *. Eh bien, Polybe fe trompe, puifqu'il fe contredlt i volla toute ma
conclufion. Mais en admett^nt meme fon recic, I'hiftoire Romaine ne s'e-

Grouleroic cependant pas. Voici line hypochcfe qui explique ce phenomcne

d'une maniere raifonnable ; et c'eft tout ce qu'on eft en droit d'exiger d'une

hypochele. Tarquin opprime le people et les foldats. 11 s'approprie tout

le butin. On fe degoute de la milice. On equipc de petits batimens qui

font des courfes fur mer. La republique naiflante les protege, mais met un

frein par ce traite a Icurs depredations. Des guerres continuelles, la paye

qu'on accorde aux troupes de terre, font negliger la marine ; ct dans un fiecle

oudeux, ^n oublie qu'elle a jamais exifte f. Polybe aura parle d'une fa^on

un peu trop gene rale.

» XXXIII. D'ailleurs la premiere marine des Romains ne pouvoit etre

compofee que de batimens a cinouante rames. Gelon et Hieron conftrui-

firent des vaifieaux plus grands X- Les Grecs et les Cafthaginois les imi-

terent ; et dans la premiere guerre Punique, les Romains mirent en mer de

Ges vailTeaux a trois ou quatre rangs de rames, qui etonnent encore nos anti-

quaires et nos mechaniciens. Cet armement etoit bien propre a faire oublier

leurs elTais antiques etgroniers§.

Reflexionsfur XXXIV. J'ai defendu avec plaifir une hiftoire utile et intereffante. Mais
cette difpute.

j'ai voulufurtout montrer par ces reflexions, combienfont dclicates lesdifcuf-

fions de la critique, oij il ne s'agit pas de faifir la demonftration, mais de

comparer le poids des vraifemblances oppofees j et combien il faut fe dcfier

des fyfl:emes les plus eblouiflans, puifqu'il y en a fi peu qui foutiennent I'e-

preuve d'un examen libre et attentif.

La critique XXXV. Une nouvelle confideration embaraflfe la critique d'une nouvelle

fans e'tre*une difficulte. II eft des fciences qui ne font que des connoilTances : leurs prin-

cipes font des verites de fpeculation et non des maximes de conduitc. II eft

plus facile de comprendre fterilement une propofition, que de fe la rendrc

familiere, de I'appliquer avec juftefle, de s'enfervir comme d'un guide dans

fes etudes, et d'un flambeau dans fes dccouvertes.

* Polyb. L. i. c. 20.

f Je ne dis rien de la flotte qui parut devant Tarente. Je crois que les vailTeaux apparte-

iooient aux habitafis de Thuricun. Voyez Fren&eim Supplem. Livian. L.xii. c. 8.

J Arbuthnoc's Tables, p. 225. Hill, du commerce des anciens, par Huet. c. 221.

§ On peut voir une autre hypothefe du celebre M. Freret. Elle plait par fa fimplicite»

mais elle me paroit infoutenable. Voy. Memoires de TAcadem. des Belles-Lettres, torn.

xviii. p. 103, &c.

II La

routme.
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La marche de la critique n'eft point une routine. Scs principes gcncraux

font vrais, mais fteriles. Celui qui ne connoitqu'eux, fe meprcnd egalement,

qu'il veuille les fuivre ou qu'il ofe s'en ecarter. Le genie plein de reiTources,

maitrc des regies, mais maitre audi des raifons des regies, paroit fouvent les

meprifer. Sa route nouvelle et hardie femble Ten eloigner : mais fuivezrle

jufqu'au bout, vous voyez en lui un admirateur, mais un admirateur eclaire

des memes regies, qui font toujours la bafe de fes raifonnemens etde fes de-

couvertes. Que toutes les fciences fuflent kgum non hominum rejpuhlicay

voila le fouhait du peuple des favans. Son accompliflement feroit fon bon-

heur : mais on ne fait que trop que le bonheur des peuples et la gloire dc

ceux qui les eclairent ou qui les gouvernent, font des objets fouvent differens,

ct quelquefois oppofes. Les favans du premier ordre ne veulent que des

etudes femblables a la lance d'Achille : elle n'etoit faite que pour les mains

du heros. EfTayons de la manier.

XXXVL Le legiflateur de la critique a prononce, que le poete doit rendre Le poete^

les heros tels que I'hiftoire nous les fait connoitre

:

carter de

I'hiftoire ?

Aut fatnamfequere, aut fibi convenienlia jinge,

Scriptor ; Homereum * Ji forte reponis Achilkn.

Impiger, iracundus, inexoraWis, acer.

Jura negetfibi nata, nihil non arroget armis, i^c. f

Reduirons-nous done le poete au role d'un froid annalifte ? Lui oterons-

nous ce grand pouvoir de la fidlion, ce contrafte, ce choc des carafteres, ces

fuuations inattendues ou Ton tremble pour I'homme, oij Ton admire le heros ?

Ou- bien, plus amis des beautcs que des regies, lui pardonnerons-nous plus

ailement les anachronifmes que I'ennui ?

XXXVn. Charmer, attendrir, elever I'efpric, c'eft-la I'objet de la La Im « m-
, ,,

ion °" 'a 'o>-

poefie. Les loix partiales ne doivent jamais faire perdre de vue qu elks ne Exempie de

font que des moyens deftines a aider fes operations, et non a les embarafler.
"^^'

On a vu que la philofophle heriffee de demonftratlons, ofe a-peine entamer les

idees revues j comment la poefie pourroitelle efperer de plaire qu'en s'y pre-

tant ? Nous nous plaiions a revoir les heros et les evenemens de I'antiquite :

paroiflent-ils traveftis, ils produifcnt la furprife, fiiais une furprifc qui re-

voke contre les nouveautes. Lorfqu'un auceur veut hazarder quelque

changement, il doit reflechir s'il en nait une beaute frappante ou legcre, mais

• V. Bentley et Sanadon au v. 120. de I'Art Poctique d'Horace.

f Horat. Ars Poet. v. 119. ct feq.

302 toujours
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toujours proportionee a la violation des loix. Ce n'eft qu'a ce prix qu'it

. iieut racheter fon attentat.

Lcs anacluonifines d'Ovide nous deplaifent*. La verite y eft corrompue

fans etre embellie. Que le Mezence de Virgile eft d'un caradere different

!

Ce prince ne perit que par ks armes d'Afcagne. f Mais quel ledieur aflez

glace pour y fonger un inftant, lorfqu'il voit Enee, miniftre des vengeances

celeftes, devenir le protefteur des nations opprimees, lancer la foudre ftir

la tete du coupable tyran, mais s'attendrir fur la viftime infortunee de fes

coups, le jeune et pieux Laufus digne d'un autre pere, et d'un deftin plus

propice ? Que de beautes I'hiftoire faifoit perdre au poete ! Encourage par

ce fucces, il I'abandonne quand il eut du la fuivre. Enee arrive dans I'ltalie

fi defiree ; les Latins accourent pour defendre leurs foyers, tout menace du

plus fanglant combat.

" Deja de traits en I'alr s'elevoit un nuagej

" Deja couloit le fang premices du carnage J.'"

Le nom d'Enee fait tomber les armes aux ennemis. lis craignent de com-

battre ce guerrier, dont la gloire s'eleve des cendres de fa patrie. lis courent

cmbraffer ce prince annonce par tant d'oracles, qui leur apporte du fond

de I'Afie, fes dieux, une race de heros, et la promefle de I'empire de I'uni-

vers. Latinus lui offre un azile et fa fille.
||
Quel coup de theatre ! Qu'il

etoit digne de lamajefte de Tepopee, et de la plume de Virgile ! Qu'on

lui compare> fi on I'ofe, Tambaflade d'llioneusj le palais de Latinus, et le

difcours du monarque §.

Eclairciffle- XXXVIII, Qiie le poete, je le repete encore, ole hazarder, pourvu que

SriftioDJ. " ^^ ledeur retrouve toujours dans fes fiftions, ce meme degre de plaifir que

la verite et les convenances lui euflent ofFert. Qu'il ne bouleverfe pas les

annales d'un fiecle pour d ire une antithefe. L'invention ne trouvera pas

cette loi trop fcvcre, fi elle reflcchit que le fentiment appartient a tous lcs

* En matiere de geographic et de chronologic ou doit peu compter fur I'autorite d'Ovide.

Ce poete etoit d'une ignorance grofliere dans ces deux fciences. Lifez la defcription des voy-

ages de Medee ; Metamorph. L. vii. v. 350. a. 402. et le xiv. L. des memes Metamorph.

Celle-la eft remplie d'erreurs geographiques, qui donnent la torture aux commentateurs-m ernes

:

et celui-ci fourmille de bevues chrcnologiques.

f Serv. adVirg. jEneid. L. iv. v. 620. Dion, Halycarn. Antiq. Rom. L. i.

I Racln. Iphig. AQ. v. Sc. dern. || Tit. Liv. L, i. c. i..

^ Virg. iEneid. L vii, v. 148 jurqu'a285.

hommcs.
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hommes, que Ics connoiflances ne font le partage que d'un petit nombre, ct

que le beau agit plus puiflamment fur I'ame que le vrai fur I'efprit. Qu'ellc

fe Ibuvienne toute fois qu'il eft des ecarts que rien ne peut faire oublier.

L'imagination forte de Miltonj la verfification harmonieufe de Voltaire, nc

nous reconcilieroient jamais avec Cefar lache, Catilina vertueux, Henri IV'.

vainqueur des Romains. Difons en rafTemblant nos idees, que les carac-

teres des grands hommes doivent etre facresj mais que les poctes peu vent

ccrire leur hiftoire, moins comme elle a etc, que comme elle eut du etre r

qu'une creation nouvelle revoke moins que des changemens eflentiels, parce

que ceux- ci fuppofent I'erreur, et celle-la une fimple ignorance i ec

qu^enfin on rapproche plus aifement les terns que leslieux.

On doit fans doute de I'indulgence aux fiecles recules, ou les fyftemes des

chronologiftes font les fidlions des poetes, a I'agrement prcs. Quiconquc

ofe condamner I'epifode de Didon eft plus philofophe ou moins homme de

gout que moi *.

XXXIX. Plus

• On peut douter cependant fi cet epifode bleffe la veritable chronologic. Dans le fyfteme

plaufible du Chevalier Newton, Enee et Didon fe trouvent contemporains (1). Les Romain*

devoient mieux connoitre I'hilloire de Carthage que les Grecs. Les archives de Carthage

etoient paflees a Rome (2). La langue Punique y etoit aflez connue (3). Les Romains con-

fultoient volontiers les Africains fur leurs origines (4). D'aillears (ct c'eft affez pour difcuU

per notre poete) Virgile adopte une chronologic plus conforme aux fupputations de Newton qa'i

celles d'Eratofthene. Peut-etre on ne fera pas fache de voir les preuves ds ce fentiment.

Sept ans faffirent a peine aucourroux de Junon et aux voyages d'^Enee. C'eft Didon qui me

I'apprehend

;

" Nam te jam feptima portat

•' Omnibus errantem terris et fluflibus aetas (j)."

Qjelques mois apres il arriva au bord du Tibre.. Ce fut-la que le DIeu du ffeuve lui apparut,.

lui predit de nouveaux combats, mais lui £t efperer une fin glorieufe a fes maux. Un prodige

confirma Tor-icle. Une truyc couchee fur le rivage montroit> par fes trente petits qui I'envi-

ronnoient, le nombre d'annees qui devoient s'ecouler avant que lejeune Afcagne jettat les fon^

demenis I'Albe :

" Jamqvie tibi> ne vana putes hsec iingere foraniun,

" Liitoreis ingens inventa fub ilicibus fus,

" Triginta capitum foetus enixa, jacebit;

" Alba, folo recubans, aibi circum ubera natk

" Hie locus urbis erit, requies ea certa laborum t

" Ex quo ter denis urbem redeuntibus annis

" Afcanius clari condet cognomlnis Albam (6).'*

(i) V.Newton's Chronology of ancient Kingdoms reformed, p. 3it

(x) Univerfal Hiftoiy, lom. xviii. p. m, m. (3) Plaut. Pennf. Afl v. Sc. i.

(4.) Salurt. in Bell. Jogurth. c. 17. Amtnian Marcel. L. xxii. Mem. ile I'Acad. ties Belles Let.

tre»> loua. iv. p. 464. (5) Virgile Eneid. L. i. v. 755. (6) Ideui. L. viii. v. 41.

Cctta
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Les Sci- XXXIX. Plus on a approfondi les fclences, plus on a vu qu'elles etoient
ENCEs Na-

jQufgs lices. On a cru voir un bois immenfe, Au premiere coup d'ceil

tons les arbres qui le formoient paroiflbient ifoles, mais a-t-on perce la fu*

perficie, on a vu que toutes les racines etoient entremelecs.

II n'y a point d'etude, pas meme la plus chetive ct la moins connue, qui

n'offre quelqucfoisdes faits, des ouvertures, des objeftions a la plus fublimc

et a la plus eloignce des connoilTances. J'aime a pefer fur cette confideration.

Cette ville demeura pendant trois cens ans le fiege de I'empire et le berceau des Romains

;

" Hie jam ter centos totos regnabitur annos

" Gente fub Hedorea (i)."

Ce font- la les expreffions que Virgile met a la bouche de Jupiter. Nos chronologiftes s'emba-

raffent peu de faire tenir (a parole au Maitre du tonnerre. lis font detruire la ville d'Albe par

Tuilus Hoflilius pres de cinq cens ans apres fa fondation, et environ cent ans apres celle de

Rome (2). Mais tout s'applanit dans le fyfteme de Newton. La prife de Troyes placee a Tan

504, et fuivie d'un iutervallede 337 ans, nous conduit a 567, 60 ans apres les Palilia, epoque

qui quadre au-mieux avec le regne du troifieme fucceffeur de Romulus (3). tJne ancienne tra-

dition confervee par Plutarque (4) y coincide avec precifion. On dcterra les livres de Numa,

An. ant. Chr. 181, quaere cens ans apres la mort dece roi et le commencement du regne d'Hof-

tilius, Numa mourut done 581 ans avant I'ere Chretienne. Quel art dans le poete de faifir le

moment oii Enee arrive a Carthage, pour repondre a fes critiques, de la feule maniere que la

rapidite de fa marche et la grandeur de fen fiijet pouvoient le lui pemiettre ! II leur fait fentir

que dans fes hypothefes la rencontre de Didon etd'Enea n'eft point une licence poetique. Vir-

gile n'eft point le feul qui ait revoque en doute la chronologie vulgaire des rois Latins. Je le

ioupfonne mime d'avoir puife/es idees dans It-s ouvrages de fon conteniporain Trogue-Pompee.

Cet hiftorien, le rival de Tite-Live et de Salufle (;), donnoit au royaume d'Albe la meme

, duree de trois cens ans. Si fon hilloire univerfelle ne s'eujit pas perdue, nous y verrions ap-

paremaient le detail et les preuves de eette opinion. A prefent il faut nous contenter d'en lire

la fimple expofitionchez fon abreviateur. " Albam longam ccndiditqus trecentis annis caput

«' regni fuit (6)." Tite-live lui-meme, ce pere de I'hlftoire Romaine, qui fait paroitre quel-

quefois tant d'attachement a la chronologie re^ue (7), mais qui gliifed'ordinatre lur les endroits

' fcabreux, d'une fa9on qui montre fa bonne foi et fon ignorance, femble fe detier de fes guides

dans ces fiecles recules. Rien de plus naturel que de marquer la duree du regne de chaque roi

Latin dont il rapporte le nom (8)1 Oril fe tait fur cet article. Rien de plus necelfaire que de

fixer au-moins I'intervale entre Enee et Romulus ; il ne le fait point. Ce n'eft pas tout. " La
" deftruftion d'Albe, dit il, fuivit de 400 ans fa fondation (9)." En retranchant cent ans

pour les regnes de Romulus et de Numa, et pour la moitie de celui d'HoftUius, il nous en re-

ftera joo au-lieu de 400 que nous donneroit la chronologie d'Eratofthene. Tite-Live ell done

rf'accord avec Virgile a peu de chofe pres ; et cette petite difference aiFermi: leur union

plutot qu'elle ne I'afFoiblit. Je prevois une objeftion, mais des plus minces. Y repondre cc

feroit creer des monftres pour les combattre ; ainfi, je finis cette digrefliondeja trop longue.

(1) Virgile Eneid. L. i. v, 171.

(2) V. les Tables Chronolog. d'Helricus. e I. ann. A. C. 656, &c.

(3) Newton's Chronology, p. 51, &c. (4.) V. Hlutarch. in Numa,

(5) Flav. Vopifc. ini'roem. Aurelian. (6) Juftin. L. xliii. c. i,

(7) Tit. Liv. L. i. c. 18. «t alibi paflim* (g) Tit. Liv. L. i. c. aj.

(9] Idem. l.i. c. 29,

11
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II faut faire voir aux nations et aux profefTions difFcrentes, leurs be-

foins reciproques. Montrez a I'Anglois ks avantages du Francois ; faices

connoitre au phyficicn les fecours que la litterature lui prefentc ; I'a-

mour propre fiipplee a ce que la difcrction vous a fait fupprimer. Ainfi la

philofophie s'etend : I'humanice gagne. Les hommes etoient rivaux ; ils

font freres.

XL. Dans routes les fciences nous nous appuyons fur les raifonnemcns et Liaifon de la

fur les faits. Sans ceux-ci nos etudes fcroint chimeriques ; privees de ceux-la
^/i^'^ilfj"

elles ne fauroient etre qu'aveugles. C'eft ainfi que les Belles-Lettres font me- rature.

langees. Toutes les branches de I'etude de la nature, qui cache fouvent

fous une petiteffe apparente une grandeur reellc, Ic font pareillement. Si la

phyfique a fes Buffons, elle a aufll (pour parler le langage du terns) fes

erudits. La connoilfance de I'antiquicc leur offre aux uns et aux autres, une

riche moilTon de faits propres a devoiler la nature, ou du moins a empe-

cher ceux qui I'etudient, de prendre un mrage pour une- divinite. Quelles

lumieres le medecin ne puife-t-il pas dans la defcription de la pefte qui de-

fola Athenes ? J 'admire avec lui la force majefteufe de Thucydide *, I'art ec

I'energie de Lucrece f j mais il va plus loin : il etudie dans les maux des

Atheniens ceux de fes concitoyens.

Je fais que les anciens s'appliquoient peu aux fciences naturelles; quedefti-

tues d'inflrumens, et ifoles dans leurs travaux, ils n'ont pu raffembler qu'un

petitnombre d'obfervations melees d'incertitudes, diminuees paries injures du

temSj et jettees au hazard dans un grand nombre de volumes :j; : mais la

pauvrete doit-elle infpirer la negligence ? L'aftivite de I'efprit humain s'ex-

cite par les difficultes. La neceffitc, mere du relachement, feroit un alTcm-

blage etrange.

XLL Les partifans memes les plus zeles des moderncs, ne difconviendront Avantages

pas, je penfe, des fecours que les anciens pofledoient et dont nous manquons. speaadeTde

Je rappelle en fremiffant les fpeftacles fanglans des Romains. Le fage Ci- j^'amphiihe-

ccron les deteftoit et les meprilbit ||. La folitude et le filencc I'cmportoienc

de

• Thucydid. 1. 1. + Lacret. de Rer. Natur. L. vii. v. 1 136, &c.

J M. Freret croyoit les obfervation? philofophiques des anciens plus exadesqu'on nele penfe,

Quiconque connoit le genie et les lunaieres de M. Freret, fent le poids de Ion autoritc. V.

Mem. de I'Academ. des Belles-Lettres, torn, xviii. p. gj.

II
Ciceron envie le fort de fon ami Marius qui pafla a la campagne les jours des jenx magni-

ficjues de Ponipee. II parle avee affsz de mepris du refte des fpefiacles ; mais il s'attache fur-

toot
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debeaiicoiip clicz lui, fur ces chefs-d'oeuvre de magnificence, d'horrcur etdc

mauvais gout *. En effet, fe plaire au carnage, n'eft digne que d'une troupe

de fauvages. On ne pouvoit tlever des palais, pour y faire combattre des

bete=, que chez un peuple qui preferoit les decorations aux beaux vers, et

les machines auv fituations f . Mais tels etoient les Remains ; leurs vertus,

leurs vices, etjufqu'a leurs ridicules etoient tous lies a leur principe domi-

nant, Vamour de la patrie.

Cependant ces fpeftacles, fi afFreux aux yeux du philofophe, fi frivoles a

ceux cle I'homme de gout, devoient ctre bien precieux pour le naturalifte.

Qu'on fe reprefente le monde epuife pour fournir ces jeux, les trefors des

riches et le pouvoir des grands mis en oeuvre pour dcterrer des creatures

fingulieres par leur figure, par leur force, ou par leur rarete, pour les ame-

ner dans I'amphitheatre de Rome, et pour mettre en jeu I'animal entier J.

Ce devoir ctre une ecole admirable, furtout pour cette partie la plus noble de

rhiftoire naturelle, qui s'applique plutol a etudier la nature et les proprietes

des animaux, qu'a decrire leurs os et leurs cartilages. Souvenons-nous que

Pline a frequente cette ecole, et que Tignorance a deux filles I'incredulite et

la foi aveugle. Ne deffendons pas moins notre liberte contre Tune que centre

I'autre.

tout aux combats des betes fauvages, " Reliqua; funt venationes, (dit il) binae per dies

" quinque ; magnifice, nemo negat, fed quje poteft homini efle polito deleflatio, cum aut

" homo imbecillus ii valentiflima beftia laniatur at praeclara bellia venabulo tranfver-

" beratur."

• Cicero ad Famil. L. vii. Epift. i. f Herat. L. iii, Ep. i. v. 187.

J V. Eflais de Mont. vol. iii. p. 140.

Mon exemple etoit tres bon, ma citation fort mauvaife. J'aurois du recourir a Tongt-

nal, (i) Vopifcus. Get auteur rapporte al'occafion du triomphe de Probus, qu'on amenadans

I'amphitheatre cent lions, autant de lionnes, cent leopards Libyens, le meme nombre de Sy-

riens, et trois ccns ours. Je ne connois point de fpe£tacle plus nombreux, mais les animaux que

Gordien avoit aflembles, et dont fe fervit Philipe dans fes jeux feculaires etoient plus curieux

par leur varietc et par leur rarete. 11 y avoit trente-deux elephans, dix elans, dix tigres,

foixante lions apprivoifes, trente leopards apprivoifes, dix hyenes, un hippopotame, un rhi-

noceros, dix agriolconles (z), dix camelopardali, vingt anes fauvages, et quarante chevaux fau-

vages (3). Cell principalement dans la decadence de I'empire et dugout, qu'il faut chercher

cette magnificence.

(1) V. Vopifc. invit. Prob. p. 240. edit. Salinas. Paris 1610.

^i) On ignore ce qu'ils font, Saumaife lit argokanio, des lions blancs («) j Cafaubon et Scaliger (i)

rfjriW«n/« des lions fauvages.

{])JuI. Capitolin. in Goidian. p. 164,

ia) CsiDflKnt. Salmas, in HVft. Aug. iM. (*) Cemment. Cafaub. in«and. Hift. p. 169.

4 XLir.
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XLII. Si Ton fort de ce theatre, pour entrer dans un autre plus vafte, et PaVsoule*

pour examiner quelles etoient les contrces foumifes aux naturaliftes et aux anciens etu.

phyficiens de I'antiquite, nous ne les plaindronspas. dioient la

Je fais que la navigation nous a ouvert un nouvel hemifphcre ; mais je fais

auffi que la decouverte d'un matelot et le voyage d'un marchand, n'eciairent

pas toujours le monde, comme ils I'enrichiflent. Les limites du monde connu

font plus etroites que celles du monde materiel ; et les bornes du monde

cclaiie font encore plus reflerrees. Du terns dcs Pline, des Ptolomee, et

des Galien, TEurope a prefent le fiege des fciences, Ictoit egalement; mais

la Grece, I'Afie, la Syrie, I'Egypte, I'Afrique, pai's feconds en miracles,

etoient remplis d'yeux dignes de les voir. Tout ce vafte corps etoit uni

par la paix, par les loix et par la langue. L'Africain et le Breton,

I'Efpagnol et I'Arabe fe rencontroient dans la capitale, et s'inftruifoient tour-

a-tour. Trente des premiers de Rome, fouvent eclaires eux mcmes, tou-

jours accompagnes de ceux qui I'ecoient*, partoient tous les ans de la capi-

tale pour gouverner les provinces, et pour peu qu'ils euflent de curiofite,

I'autorite applaniflfoit les routes de la fcience.

XLIII. C 'etoit fans doute de fon beau-pere Agricola, queTaciteapprit qtje Lagrande

I'ocean inondoit la grande Bretagne, et rendoit ce pai's un amas de marais t. ^''fl^S"^
""•*

° °
\ ^

' ondee par

Herodien nous confirme ce fait J. Cependant aujourdhui, a quelques en- I'ocean.

droits pres, le terrein de notre ide eft alTez eleve §. Pourroit-on ranger ce

fait parmi ceux qui confirment le fyfteme de la diminution des eaux ? Trou-

vera-t-on dans les ouvrages des hommes, de quoi affranchir le pais du jouo-

de I'ocean ? Le fort du marais de Pomptine
|1 et de quelques autres, nous

* V. Strab. L. xvii. p. 816. Edit. Cafaub; f Tacit, in Vlt. Agricol. c. 10,

X Herodian. Hift. 1. iii. c. 47.

§ Voici les paroles d'Herodien, " Ta yaj wXeiTTa mf ^ffrai'jfci'^ij^aj Jiri«VJfjf«»aT«rj t» «xsawi

Tacite s'exprime d'une maniere encore plus forte. " Unum addiderim (dit-il) nafquam

" latius dominari mare ; multum fluminum liuc atque illuc ferri, nee littore tenus accrefcere aut

•• reforberi, fed influere penitus atque ambire ; etiam jugis atque montibus influere velut

«• in fuo."

11
Le conful Cethegus deffecha ce marais. A. U. C. 592. Du terns de Jules-Cefar il etoit

derechef inonde. Ce diftateur avoit deflein d'y faire travailler. it paroit qu'Augufte le fit

;

mais je doute que fes travaux ayent mieux reuffi que les premiers. Du-moins Pline I'appelle

encore marais. Horace I'avoit en quelque forte predtt.

". Debemur mortlnos noftraque

'• Sterilis ut palus dudum aptaque remis

" Vicinas urbes alitet grave fenfit aratrum."

Frenfheim. Supp. L. xlvi. c. 44. Sueton. L. i. c. 34. Plin. Htft. Nat. L.iii. c. 5.

VOL. 11. J p donneroit
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donneroit d'aflez minces idees de leurs travaux. Quoiqu'll en foit, content

d'avoir fourni les materiaux, j'en laiffe I'emploi aux phyficiens. Ce n'eft pas

chez les anciens qu'on apprend a n'approfondir rien, a effleurer chaque chofe,

et a parler avec le plus de hardieffe des fujcts qu'on entend le moins.

L'esprit XLIV. " Apres I'efprit de difcernement, ce qu'il y a de plus rare au

PHI QUE. " monde (dit le jiidicieux la Bruyere) ce lont les perlcs et les diamans.

Pretenfions Je mets fans balancer I'efprit philofophique avant celui de difcernement.

fofophique.'"' C'eft la chofe du monde la plus pronee, la plus ignoree et la plus rare. II

n'y a point d'ecrivain qui n'y afpire. II facrifie de bonne grace la fcience.

Pour peu que vous le prefTiez, il conviendra que le jugement fevere emba-

ralTe les operations du genie : mais il vous alFurera toujours que cet efprit

philofophique qui brille dans fes ecrits, fait le caradlere du fiecle oii nous

vivons. L'efprit philofophique d'un petit nombre de grands hommes, a

foi-me, felon iui, celui du fiecle. Celui-ci s'eft repandu dans tous les ordres

de I'etat, etleur a prepare a-fon-tour de dignes fuccefleurs.

Ce qu'il n'eft XLV. Cependant fi nous jettions les'yeux fur les ouvrages de nos fagesj

**"'
leur diverfite nous laifTeroit dans I'incertitude fur la nature de ce talent; et

'(ffelle-ci pourroit nous conduire a douter s'il leur eft tombe en partage.

Chez les uns il confifte a ft frayer des routes nouvelles, et a fronder toute

opinion dominante, fut-elle de Socrate ou d'un Inquifiteur Portugais, par

la feule raifon qu'elle eft dominante. Chez les autres cet efprit s'identifie

avec lageometrie, cette reine imperieufe qui, non contente de regner, pro-

fcrit fes fceurs, et declare tout raifonnement peu digne de ce nom, s'il ne

roule pas fur des lignes et fur des nombres. Rendons juftice a I'efprit hardi,

dont les ecarts ont quelquefois conduit a la verite, et dont les exces memes,

comme les rebellions des peuples, infpirent une crainte falutaire au defpo-

tifme. Penetrons-nous bien de tout ce que nous devons a i'efprit geometre :

mais cherchons pour I'efprit philofophique, un objet plus fage que celui-la,

et plus univerfel que celui-ci.

Ce qu'il eft. XLVI. Qiiiconque s'eft familiarife avec les ecrits de Ciceron, de Tacite,

de Bacon, de Leibnitz, de Bayle, de Fontenelle, de Montefquieu, s'en fera

fait une idee aufli jurte et bicn plus parfaite que celle que j'elTaierai de tracer.

L'efprit philofophique confifte a pouvoir remonter aux idees fimples ; a

faifir et a combiner les premiers principes. Le coup d'oeil de fon poffefleur

eft jufte, mais en meme tems etendu. Place fur une hauteur, il embrafle une

grande ctcndue de pais, dont il fe forme une image nette et unique, pendant
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qnc des cfprits aiifll jiiftes, mais plus bornes n'en decouvrent qii'une partie.

II peut ctre gcometre, antiqiiaire, muficien, mais il eft toiijours philofophe,

et a-force de penecrer Jes premiers principes de fon art, il lui devient fiipe-

rieiir, II a place parmi ce petit nombre degenies qui travailknt de loin-en-

loin a former cette premiere fcience a laquelle, fi elle ecoit perfcclionnee,

Ics autres feroient foumifes. En ce fens cet efprit eft bien peu commun.

II eft afiez de genies capables de recevoir avec juftefle des idees particulieres

;

il en eft peu qui puiftent renfcrmer dans une feule idee abftraite, un aflem-

blage nombreux d'autres idees moins generales.

XLVII. Quelle etude peut former cet efprit ? Je n'en connois aucune. Lefecours

Don du ciel, le grand nombre I'ignore ou le mcprife ; les fages le fouhaitent j
^"g'^' ^^^^^

quelques uns I'ont re^u ; nul ne I'acquiert : mais je crois I'etude de la litte- H"cracure.

rature, cette habitude de devenir, tour-a-tour, Grec, Romain, difciple de

Zenon ou d'Epicure, bien propre a le dcvelopper et a I'exercer. A-travers

cette diverfite infinie d'efprits, on remarque une conformite gcnerale entrc

ceux a qui leur fiecle, leur pais, leur religion ont infpire une maniere a-peu

pres pareille d'envifager les memes objets. Les ames les plus exemptes de

prejuges, ne fauroient s'en defaire entierement. Leurs idees ont un air de

paradoxe ; et en brifant leurs chaines, vous fentez qu'elles les ont portees.

Je cherche chez les Grecs des fauteursde la democratie ; des enthoufiaftes de

I'amour de la patrie chez les Romains ; chez les fujets des Commode, des

Severe ou des Caracaila, des apologiftes du pouvoir abfolu j et chez I'Epi-

curien de I'antiquit^ *, la condamnation de fa religion. Quel fpeftacle pour

un efprit vraiment philofophique de voir les opinions les plus abfurdes revues

chez les nations les plus eclairees, des barbares parvenus a la connoiflance des

plus fublimes verites, des confequences vraies, mais peu juftes, tirees des prin-

cipes les plus errones, des principes admirables qui approchoicnttoujoursde

la vcrite fans jamais y conduire, le langage forme fur les idees, et les idees

juftifiees par le langage, les fources de la morale partout les memes, les

opinions de la contentieufe metaphyfique parcout varices, d'ordinaire cxtra-

vagantes, nettes feulement pendant qu'elles furent fuperficiellcs, fubdles,

obfcures, incertaines, toutes les fois qu'elles prctendirent a la profondeur !

Un ouvrage Iroquois, fut-il rempli d'abfurdites, feroit un morceau impayable.

II oflfriroit une experience unique dela nature de I'efprit humain, place dans des

circonftances que nous n'avons jamais cprouvces, et domine par des mceurs

* Depuisqu'Epkureeutiepandu fa dodtrine, on commen9a a fe declarer aflez publiquement

fur la religion dominante, et a ne la regarder que comme une inrtitution. V. Lucret. de Rer,

Natur. L. i. v. 62, &c. Saluft. in Bell. Catilin. c. 51. Cicero pro Cluent. c,6i.

3 ' - CC
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ct des opinions religieufes totalement contraires aux notres. Quelquefojs

nous ferions frappes et inftruits par la contrariece des idces qui en naitroient j

nous en chercherions les raifons j nous fuivrions I'ape d'erreur en erreur.

Qnelquefois auffi nous reconnoitrions avec plaifir nos principes, mais de-

couverts par d'autres routes, et prefque toujours modifies et akcres. Neus

y apprendrions non feulement a avouer, mais a fentir la force des prejuges, a

ne nous etonner jamais de ce qui nous paroitle plusabfurde, et a nousdefier

fouvent de ce qui nous femble le mieux etabli.

J'aime a voir les jugemens des hommes prendre une teinturc de leurs pre-

ventions, a les confiderer qui n'ofent pas tirer des principes qu'ils recon-

noiflent pour etre juftes, les conclufions qu'ils fentent etre exa(ftes. J'aime a

les furprendre qui^deteftent chez le barbare, ce qu'ils admirent chez le Grecj

et qui qualifient la meme hiftoire d'impie chez le Payen, et de facree chez

le Juif. .

Sans cette connoifTance philofophique de I'antiquite-, nous ferions trop

d'honneur a I'efpece humaine. L'empire de la coutume nous feroit peu

connu. Nous confondrions a tout moment I'incroyable et I'abfurde. Les

Romains etoient eclairesj cependant ces memes Romains ne furent pas

choques de voir reunir dans la perfonne de Cefar un Dieu, un pretre et un

Athee *. II vit elever des temples a fa clemence f. Collegue de Romulus,

il recevoit les voeux de la nation J. Sa ftatue etoit couchee, dans les fetes

facrees, aupres de ce Jupiter qu'un inftant apres il alloit lui-meme invoquer§.

Fatigue de cette vaine pompe, il cherchoit Panfa et Trebatius pour fe mo-

quer avec eux de la credulite du peuple, et de ces Dieux I'effet etl'objet de

fa terreur |1.

XLVIII.

* Athee en niant finon I'exiftence, du-moins la providence de la divinite ; car Cefar etoit

epicurien. Ceux qui ont envie de voir comment un homme d'efprit peut rendre obfure une

verite claire, liront avec plaifir les dcutes que M. Bayle a fu repandre fur les fentiraens de

Cefar. V. Dift. de Bayle a. I'article Cefar.

f V. Memoires de I'Acad. des Bell. Lett. torn. i. p. 369, &c.

J Cicero ad Attic, L. xii. epift. 46, &c. L. xiii. epift. 28.

§ Cefar etoit fouverain pontife, et ce facerdoce n'etoit point pour les emperears un vain titre.

Les belles diflertatlons de M. de la Bailie fur le pontificat des empereurs convaincront les

incredules, s'il en eft, fur cet article. Confultez furtout la troifieme de ces pieces inferee dans

les Mem.de I'Acad. des Belles-Lettres, torn. xv. p. 39.

II
Lucrece ne avec cet enthoufiafme d'imagination, qui fait les grands poetes et les miffion-

naires, voulut etre I'un et I'autre. Je plaindrois le theologien qui ne feroit pas grace au der-

nier en faveur du premier. Lucrece, apres avoir prouve la Divinite malgre lui-meme, en

rapportant les phenomenes de la nature a des caufes generales, cherche comment I'erreur qu*il

combat
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XLVIII. L'hiftoire eft pour un efprit philofophique, ce qu'etoit lejeu L'hiftoireeft

pour le Marquis de Dangeau *. II voyoic un fyfteme, des rapports, une '* 'c'ence des

fuite, la, ou les aucres ne difcernoient que les caprices de la fortune. Cette effets.

fcience eft pour lui ceile des caufes et des effets. Elle merite blen que

j'eflaye de pofer quelques regies propres, non a faire germer le genie, mais a

le garantir des ecarts : peutetre que fi on les avoit toujours bien pefees, on

auroit pris plus rarement la fubtilite pour la fineffe d'efprit, I'obfcurite pour

la profondeur, et un air de paradoxe pour un genie createur.

XLIX. Parmi la multitude des faits, il y en a, et c'eft le grand nombre. Regies poar

qui ne prouvent rien au-dela de leur propre exiftence. II y en a encore qui f^i^Y/

peuvent bien etre cites dans une conclufion partiele, d'ou le philofophe peut

iiiger des motifs d'une aflion, et d'un trait dans un caradere : ils eclair-

ciflentun chainon. Ceux qui dominent dans le fyfteme general, qui y font

lies intimement, et qui en ont fait mouvoir les reflbrts, font fort rares j et

il eft plus rare encore de trouver des efprits qui fachent les entrevoir dans le

vafte cahos des evenemens, et les en titer purs et fans melange.

A ceux qui ont plus dejugement que d'erudition, il paroitra peu neceffairc

d'avertir qu'on doit toujours proportionner les caufes aux effets, ne pas batir

fur I'aftion d'un homme le caradere d'un fiecle, ne pas chercher dans un

effort unique, force et ruineux, la mefure des forces et des richefles d'un

ctat, et fe fouvenir que ce n'eft qu'en rafl*emblant qu'on peutjuger, qu'un

fait eclatant eblouit comme un eclair, mais qu'il inftruit peu, fi Ton ne le

compare avec d'autres de la meme efpece. Le peuple Romain fit voir en

combat a pu s'emparer de tous les efprits. II en trouve trois raifons : I. Nos fonges ; nous y
voyons des etres et des efFets que nous ne rencontrons point dans ce monde ; nous leur accordons

auflitot une exiftence reelle et une puiffance iramenfe. II. Notre ignorance de la nature, qui

nous fait recourir par tout a I'adlion de la Divinite. III. Notre crainte, I'eiFet de cette igno-

jance ; elle nous engage a flechir devani les calamites qui ravagent la terre, et nous fait effayer

d'appaifer par nos prieres quelque etre invifible qui nous afflige. Lucrece exprime cette der-

niere raifon avec une energie et une rapidite qui nous enleve. II ne nous accorde point le

tcms de I'examiner.

" Praeterea cui non animus formidine Divam,
'' Contrahitur ? cui non conrepunt membra pavore,

" Fulminis horribili cum plaga toriida tellus

•« Contremit, et magnum percurrunt murmura ccelum ?

*' Non populi, gentefque tremunt? Regefque fuperbi

" Conripiunt Divum perculfi membra timore,

" Ne quod ob admiffum fcede diflumve fuperbe

" Pcenarum grave fit folvendi tempus adaftum."

Lucret. de Rer. Natura, L. v. ver. 1216, &c.

* Fonten. dans I'Eloge du Marq. de Dangeau.

2 clifant
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ellfant Caton, qu'il aimoit mieux etre corrige que flate *, dans ce meme
ficcle, ou iJ condamnala meme feverite dans la perlonne de Livius Salinator f

.

L. Deferez pliitot aux faits qui viennent d'eux-memes vous former un

fyfteme, qu'a ceux que vous decouvrez apres avoir con^u ce fyfteme. Pre-

fcrez fouvent les petits traits aux faits brillans. II en eft d'un fiecle ou

d'une nation comme d'un homme. Alexandre fe devoile mieux dans la

tente de Darius J que dans les champs de Guagmela. Je reconnois tout

autant la ferocite des Romains a les voir condamner un malheureux dans I'am-

phitheacre, qu'a les confiderer qui ctranglent un roi captif au pied du capi-

tole. II n'y a point d'apparat dans les bagatelles. On fe delhabille lors

. qu'on efpere n'etre pas vu ; mais le curieux cherche a penetrer dans les re-

traites les plus fecrettes. Pour decider fi la vertu triomphoit chez un peu-

pie dans un certain fiecle, j'obferve plutot fes actions que fcs difcours.

Pour le condamner comme vicieux, je fais plus attention a fes difcours qu'a

fes aftions. On loue la vertu fans la connoitre, on la connoit fans la fentir,

on la fent fans la pratiquer ; mais il en eft bien differeniment du vice. On

s'y porte par palTion ; on le juftifie par rafinement. D'aiileurs, il y a tou-

jours et partout de grands Criminels j mais fi la corruption n'eft pas generale,

ceux-ci meme refpeftent leur fiecle. Si le fiecle eft vicieux, (et ils font ha-

biles a le difcerner,) ils le meprifent, ils fe montrent a dccouvert, ils

bravent fes jugemens ou ils efpcrent de fe les rendre favorables. lis ne fe

trompent gueres. Celui qui dans le fiecle de Caton eiit detefte le vice, fe

contente d'aimer la vertu dans celui de Tibere.

Le fiecle de IJ. J'ai choifi ce fiecle avec reflexion. Le vice parvint alors a fon com-

plus'^vicieu':
^^^' ^"^ cour de Tibere me I'apprend, mais un petit fait conferve par Sue-

de tous. jQjie ft: par Tacite, m'en aflure encore mieux ; le voici : la vertu des Ro-

mains puniflbit de mort I'incontinence chez leurs femmes §. Leur politique

permcttoit la debauche chez les courtifannes
|| : et pour regler le defordre

meme

• Liv. L. xxxix. c. 40. Plutarch, in Caton, f Liv. L. xxlx. c.37.

J Quint. Curt de Reb. Gell. A'.exandri, L. iii. c. 32.

§ Les Romains confioient le foin de la vertu des femmes a leur famillc. Celle-ci s'afFembloitj

la jugeoit, fi elle ecoit accufee, la condamnolt a mort et executoit la fentence, fi elle fe trouvoit

coupablc. La loi pardonnoit auffi au courroux du mari ou du pere qui tuoit le galant, furtout

s'iletoit de condition fervile. V. Plutarch, in Romul. Dionyf. Halicarn. L. vii. Tacit. Annal.

L. xiii. Valer. Maxim. L. vi. c. 3—7. Rofin. Antiq. Rom. L. vili. p. 859, &c.

II
Le difcours de Micio dans Terence, la maniere dont Ciceronexcufe les debauches de (on

client, et I'exhortation de Caton, peuvent nous faire connoitre la morale des Romains a cet

egard. lis ne blamoieiit la debauche que lorfqu'elle detournoit le citoyen de fes devoirs elTenticls.

Leurs
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meme, on les forma en corps. Sous Tibere un grand nombre de femmes

de condition, ne rougirent point de fe prefenter publiquement devant leurs

ediles, de fc faire infcrire dans le role des courtifannes, et de brifer par leui^

propre infamie, la barriere que les loix oppofoient a leur proftitution *.

Lll. Choilir les fairs qui doivent etre les principes de nos raifonnemens, Parallele de

on fent combien la tache ell difficile. La negligence ou le mauvais gout d'un TiteLive.

hiftorien, peuvent nous faire perdre a-jamais un trait unique, pour nous

etourdir du bruit d'un combat. Si les philofophes ne font pas toujours

hiftoriens, il feroit du-moins a fouhaiter que les hiftoriens fuflent philofophes.

Je ne connois que Tacite qui ait .'•empli mon idee de cet hiftorien philo-

fophe. L'intereflant Tite-Live lui-meme nefauroit en ce fens lui etre com-

pare. L'un et I'autre ont bien fu s'elevcr au-deffus de ces compilateurs

grofllers qui ne voyent dans les faits que des faits : mais l'un a ccrit rhiltoire

en rheteur, et I'autre en philofophe. Ce n'ell pas que Tacite ait ignore le

langage des pafllons, ou Tite-Live cekii de la raifon : mais l'un plus attache

a plaire qu'a inftruire, vous conduit pas-a-pas a la fuite de fes heros, et vous

fait eprouver tour-a-tour, I'horreur, I'admiration et la pitie. Tacite ne fe

fere de I'empire que I'eloquence a fur le coeur, que pour lier a vos yeux la

chaine des evencmens, et remplir votre ame des plus fages lecons. Je

gravis fur les Alpes avec Annibal ; mais j'aillfle au confeil de Tibere.

Tite-Live me peint I'abus du pouvoir, une fcverite que la nature approuvc

en fremiflant, la vengeance et I'amour qui s'uniflent a la hberte, la tyrannic

qui tombe fous leurs coups f : mais les loix des decemvirs, leur caraftcre,

leurs defauts, leurs rapports enfin avec le genie du peuple Rbmain, avec le

parti des Decemvirs, avec leurs dcfleins ambitieux, il les oublie totalement.

Je ne vois point chez lui comment ces loix faites pour une rcpublique bornee,

pauvre, a demi-fauvage, la bouleverferenr, lorfque la force de fon intlitution

I'eut portee au faite de la grandeur. Je I'aurois trouve dans Tacite. J 'en

juge, non-feulement par la trempe connue de fon genie, mais encore par ce

Leurs oreilles n'ctoient pas plus chaftes que leur conduite : peu de gens connoiflent la Ca-
linade Plaute, mais ceux qui ont lu cette miferabfe piece, ne peuvent comprer.dre qu'il n'y ait

eu que quarante a cinquante ans de cette farce a I'Andrienoe. Une intrigue fale d'efclave?, n'y

ell relevee que par des pointes et des obfcenites dignes d'eux. C'etoit cependant la comeJi.- de
Plaute qu'on voyoit avec le plus de plaifir, et qu'on redemandoit le plus fouvent. Voila les

inoeurs de la feconde guerre Punique, de cette vertu que ia poflc.ite des anciens Remains re-

grettoit etadmiroit. V. Terent. Adelph. Ai'l. i. Sc. 2. v. 38. Cicero pro Ccelio, c. 17. Ho-
rat. Satyr. L . i. Sat. 2. v. 29. II. Prolog ad Cafin. Plaut.

* Sucton. L. iii. c. 35. Tacit, Annal. L. ii. c. 85. f L\v. L.iii, c. 44—60.

tableau
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^tableau cnergique et varie qu'il ofFre des loix, ces enfans dc la corruption,

de la liberte, de I'equite ec de la fatcion *.

Remarque LIII. Ne fuivons point le confcil de cet ecrivain qui unit, comme Fon-
*"'

""V,''" tenelle, le favoir et le gout. Je m'oppofe, fans crainte du nom fletriffant

lembert. d'erudir, a la fcntence par laquelle cejuge cclaire, mais severe, ordonnequ'a

la fin d'un fiecle on raflemble tous les fairs, qu'on en choifilTe quelques uns

et qu'on livre le refte aux flammes f. Confervons-les tous precieufement.

Un Montefquieu dcmclera dans les plus chetifs, des rapports inconnus au

vulgaire. Imitons les botaniftes. Toutes les plantes ne font pas utiles

dans la medicine, cependant ils ne ceifent d'en decouvrir de nouvelles.

lis efperent que le genie et les travaux heureux y verront des proprietes

jufqu'-a-prefent cachees.

On a fait les LIV. L'incertitudc eft pour nous un ctat force. L'efprit borne ne fau-

hommes trop
^^-^^ j-^ fixer dans cet cquilibre dont fe piquoit I'ecole de Pyrrhon. Lc

lyllematiques ^

outropcapri- genie brillant fe laifle ebiouir par fes propres conjeclures : il facrifie

^"^'
la liberte aux hypothefcs. De cette difpofition naiflfent les fyftemes.

On a vu du delTein dans les actions d'un grand homme ; on a aper^ii

un ton dominant dans fon caraflere, et des fpeculatifs de cabinet ont

auffitot voulu faire de tcus ks hommes, des etres auffi fyftemadques dans

la pratique que dans la fpeculanon. lis ont trouve de I'art dans leurs

pafllons, de la politique dans leurs foiblefles, de la diffimulation dans leur

inconflance j en un mot, a-force de vouloir faire honneur a l'efprit hu-

^ xnain, ils en ont fouvent fait bien peu au coeur.

Juftement choques de leur rafinement, et faches de voir etendre a tous les

hommes, des pretentions qu'on eut du borner a un Philippe ou a un Cefar,

des efprits plus naturels fe font jettes dans I'autre extreme. lis ont banni

I'art du monde moral, pour y fubftituer le hazard. Selon eux les foibles

mortals n'agiffent que par caprice. La fureur d'un ecervele etablit un em-

pire : la foiblefle d'une femme le detruit.

Caufesge- LV. L'etude des caufes determinees, mais generalcr, doit plaire aux uns et

jierales, mais ^y^ autres. Ceux-ci y voyent avec plaifir I'homme humilie, les motifs de fes

eterminees.
^^^^^^ inconnus a lui-meme, lui-meme le jouet des caufes ctrangeres, et de

la liberte de chacun, I'origine d'une neceffite generale. Ceux-la y retrouvcnt

I'enchainement qu'ils aiment, etles fpeculations dont leur efprit fe nourit.

• Tacit. Annal. L. iii. p. 84. edit. Lipf.

f D'Alemb. Melanges de philofopbie et de litterature, vol. ii. p. i.

Qu'une
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Qu'unc vafle carriere s'ouvre a mes reflexions ! La theorie de ces caufes

generales fcroic entre les mains d'un Montefquieu, une hiftoire philofo-

phiqiie de rhomme. II nous les feroit voir reglant la grandeur et la chute

des empires, empruiitant lucceflivement les traits de la fortune, de la pru-

dence, du courage, et de la foiblefle, agiflant fans le concours des caufes par-

ticulicres, et quelquefois meme triomphant d'elles. Superieur a I'amour

de fes propres fyftemes, derniere paffion du fage, il auroit fu reconnoitre

que, malgre I'etendue de ces caufes, leur effet ne laifle pas d'etre borne, et

qu'ilfe montre principalement dans ces evenemens generaux, dont I'influence

lente mais fure change la face de la terre, fans qu'on puifTe s'appercjevoir de

Tcpoque de ce changement, et furtout dans les mcsurs, les religions, et tout

ce qui eft foumis au joug de I'opinion. Voila une partie des lecons que ce

philofophe eut tirees de ce fujet. Pour moi, j'y trouve fimplement une oc-

cafion de m'eiTayer a penfer. Je vais indiquer quelques Lits intereffans, et

tacherai enfuite d'en rendre raifon.

LVI. Nous connoiflbns le paganifme, ce fyfteme riant, mais abfurde, qui Syfteme da

peuple I'universd'etres fantafques, dont la puilTance fuperieure ne les rend que P*g*'*'"'*'

plus injuftes etplus infenfes que nous-memes. Quelle fut la nature et I'ori-

gine de ces dieux ? Furent-ils des princes, des fondateurs de focieces, des

grands hommes inventeurs des arts ? Une reconnoiffance ingenieufe, une

admiration aveugle, une aduladon intcreflee pja^a-t-elle dans le ciel, ceux

qui pendant leur vie avoient ete nommes les bienfaiteurs de la terre ? Ou
bien faut-il reconnoitre dans ces divinites, autant de parties de I'univers aux-

quelles I'ignorance des premiers hommes avoit accorde la vie et la penfee ?

Cette queftion eft digne de notre attention : elle eft curieufe, mais elle eft

difficile.

LVI. Nous ne connoiflbns gueres le fyfteme du Paganifme que par les Difficultede

• ^ 1 ^ J i>T^ IT 1 1 V , ^ connoitre une
poetes * ct par les peres de 1 hgliic ; les uns et les autres tres adonnes aux religion,

ficlions f. Les ennemis d'une religion ne la connoiflent jamais, parce-

qu'ils la hailTent, et fouvent la haiflent parcequ'ils ne la connoiflent pas.

lis adoptent contr'elle, avec emprefl"emenr, les calomnies les plus atroces.

lis imputent a leurs advarfaires des dogmes qu'ils dcteftent, et des confc-

quences aux-quelles ils n'ont jamais fonge. Les fectateurs d'une religion.

• II faut cependant diftinguer Homere, Hefiode, Pindare, et let poetes tragiques, qui vecu-

rent pendant que la tradition etoit plus pure.

f Voycz fur cette article la Recherche Libre du DofleurMidleton, etl'Hifloirede Manichc-

ifme de M. de Beaufobre, deux beaux monuaiens d'un fiecle eclaire.

VOL. II. 30 dc
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^e I'aut're co'te, remplis de cette foi, qui fe fait an crime de douter, fa-

crifient pour fa defenfe, leur raifon et meme leur vertu. Forger des prophc-

ties, ou des miracles, pallier ce qu'ils ne peuvent dcfendre, allegorifcr ce

qu'ils ne peuvent pallier, et nier hardiment ce qu'ils ne peuvent allegorifer,

ibnt des moyens, que jamais devot n'a rougi d'cmployer. Rappelions-nous

les Chretiens et les Juifs. Interrogez leurs ennemis fur leur compte

c'ctoient des magiciens et des idolatres *, eux, dent le culte etoiu aufTi

-epure, que leurs moeurs etoient feveres. Jamais Mufulman n'a hefite fur

I'unite dc Dieu f. Cependant combien de fois nos bons ayeux ne les ont-

ils pas accufes d'adorer les aftres :{; r Dans le fein raenre de ces rcligionsj

il s'eft eleve cent feftes differentes, qui, s'accufant les unes les autres d'avoir

corrompu leurs dogmcs coramuns, ont infpire la fureur aux peuples et la

moderation aux lages. Cependant ces peuples etoient civilifes, et des livres

reconnus pour etre emanes de la divinite fixoient les principes de leur croy-

ance. Mais ou trouver ces principes, dans un amas confus de fables, qu'une

tradition ifolce, contradiifloire, akeree, didloit a quelq^ues tribus de fauvages

dans la Grece ?

Le raifonne- LVII. Le railonnement nous eft ici d'un foible fecours. II eft abfurde de

aiderapeu. confacrer des temples a ceux dont on voit les fepulcres. Qu'y a-t-il de trop

abfurde pour les hommes ? Ne connoit-on pas des nations tres eclairees, qui

en appcllent au temoignage des fens pour les preuves d'une religion, dont

Penfeefurle un dogme principal contredit ce temoignage? Cependant fi les dieux du

proqu'e des paganifme avoient etc des hommes, le culte reciproque H que leurs adora-

leaes Pay- ^^^,^5 l^^^^ rendoient, eut ete bien peu raifonnable, et une tolerance peu rai-
ennes.

fonnable n'eft pas I'erreur du peuple.

Crefus en- LVIII. Crefus fait confulter I'oracle de Delphes §, Alexandre traverfe les
vovc Si Del—
phes. fables brulans de la Lybie pour demander a Jupiter Ammon s'il eft fon fils^.

Alexandre Mais ce Jupiter Grec, ce roi de Crete, devenu le raaitre de la foudre, n'cn

confulte I'o- ^ -^jj ^^,j.^j- ^^ Ammon, ce Lybien, ce nouveau Salmonte, qui tentoit
racledejupi- ^ ' j > •

ter Ammott. de la lui arracher ? Deux rivaux fe difputent I'empire de I'univers, peut-on

• Tacit. Hid. L. v. Fleury. Hift. Ecclef. torn. i. p. 369. et torn. ii. p. 5. et les Apologies

de Juftin Martyr et de Tertullien, qui y fontcitees.

f D'Herbelot. Bibliot. Orient. Artie. Allah, p. loc, et Sale's Alcoran. Prelim. Difc,

p. 71.

J Reland. de Rel. Mahomm. Part ii. c. 6 & 7,

II
V. Warburton's Divine Legation, torn. i. p. 270—276.

§ Herodot. L. i. ^ Diodor. Sic. L. xvii. Quint. Curt. L.iv. c. 7. Arrain. L. iii.

9 ala
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a la fois les reconnoitre tous deux ? Mais fi Tun et I'autre ne furent que

l"erh' T, le ciel, la meme divinite, le Grec et rAfVicain I'auront defigne par

les fymboles qui convenoient a leurs mceurs, et par les noms que leurs lan-

gues kur fourniflbient pour exprimer fes attributs. Mais loin de nous les

raifonncmens, ce font les faics qu'il fauc interroger. Ecoutons leur re-

ponfe.

LIX. Malheureux habitans des forets, ces Grecs fi orgeilleux tenoient Le religion

tout dcb ccrangers. Les Pheniciens leur apprirent I'ufage des lettres ; les d'onei"e^'"

arts, les loix, tout ce qui eleve I'liomme au delTus des animaux, ils le du- Egyptienne.

rent aux Egyptiens. Ces derniers leur apporterent leur religion, ct les Grecs,

en I'adoptant, payerent le tribut que I'ignorance doit au favoir. Le prcjuge

ne fit qu'une refiftance de bienfeance, et fe rendit fans difficuke, aprcs avoir

entendu I'oracle de DoJone, qui decida pour le nouveau cuke *. Tel eft le

recit d'Herodote, qui connoiiroit la Grece et i'Egypte, et dont le llecle

place entre la grofllerete de I'ignorance et les rahnements de la philolophie

rend le teinoignage uecifif.

LX. Je vois deja difparoitre une bonne partie des legendes Grecques, f-a religion

I'Apoilon ne dans line de Deles, le Jupiter enfeveli dans la Crete. Si Sigorique,

ces dieux habiterent autrefois la terre, I'Egypte et non la Grece fut leur patrie.

Mais fi les pietres de Memphis furent auffi bien leur religion que I'Abbe

Bonier
-f,

jamais I'Egypte ne donna naiflance a leurs dieux. A travers leur

ir.erjphyfique tenebreufe, la raifon luific aifez pour leur faire fentir que ja-

mais homme ne peut devenir Dieu, ni jamais Dieu etre transforme enfimple

homme J. Myfterieux dans leurs dogmes et dans leur culte, ces interpretes

du ciel et de la fagefle, deguiserent, par un langage pompeux^ les verites de

la nature, qu'un peuple grofficr tiit meprifees dans leur majdlueufe fimplicite.

Les Grecs meconnurent cette religion a bien de^ egards. lis I'akererent par

des melanges etrangers, mais le fonds demeura, et ce fonds Egyptien fut

par confequent allegorique
IJ.

LXI,

* Herodot. L . ii. f Dans fa tnythologie expfiquee par I'hilloire.

% Herodot. L. ii.

II
Jedoisbeaucoup, danj ces recherches, au favant Freret de I'Acadeniie des Belles-Lettres.

II a donr.e des ouvertures dans une route, qui paroilToit vue de tous coles. Je crois cependant

que fes raifonnemens valent ir.ieux, lorlqu'Il eft queilion de faits que quand il s'agit de dogmes.
Prevenu d'eftime pour ce lltteratejr, je devorai avidement fa reponfe a la chronologic New-
tonienne ; mais oftrai-je le dire ? il ne Tepondit point a mon attente. Q^e lui rtlle-t-il de nou-

veau, fivous lui otez lesprincipes d'une theologieet d'une chronolpgie nouvclk's, que nous pof-

3 0^2 A-'dions
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Le cuke he- LXI. Le culte heroique, fi bien diflinguc dc celui desdieux dans les pre-

roiciue. miers iiecks de la Grece, nous montre que les dieux n'etoient pas des he-

ros *. Les anciens croyoient que les grands hommes, admis apres leur

more aux fcftins des dieux, jouiiroienc de leur felicice, fans participer a leur

puifiance. lis s'affembloient autour des tombeaux de leurs bienfaiteurs ;

Icurs chants de louanges f celebroient leur memoire, ec faifoient naitrc

une emulation falutaire de leurs vertus. Leurs ombres evoquees des enfers

goutoient avec plaifir les ofFrandes de la devotion J. II eft vrai que cette

devotion devint infcnfiblement Un cuke religieux, mais ce ne fuc que trcs

tard, et lorfqu'on identifia ces heros avec des divinites anciennes, dont ils

pdrtoient le nom, ou rappelloient le caraftere. Dans le fiecle d'Ho-

mere, on les diftinguoit encore. Hercuie n'eft point un de fes dieux. II

ne reconnoit Eiculape que pour un medecin diftingue ||, et Caftor et Pollux

font pour lui des guerriers morts et enterres a Sparte §.

Syftemed'E- LXII. La fuperftition avoit cependant franchi ces limites, les heros etoient

phemere. devenus des dieux, et le culte qu'on rendoit aux dieux les avoit tires du rang

des hommes j lorfqu'un philofophe hardi enrreprit de prouver qu'ils I'avoient

ete. Ephemere le Meflenien avan^a ce paradoxc ^. Mais loin d'cn appel-

ler aux monumens authentiques de la Grece et de I'Egypte, qui auroient du

conferver la memoire de ces hommes celebres i il va fe perdre dans I'ocean.

Une Utopie meprifee de tous les anciens, une tfle de Panchaie, riche, fertile,

fuperftitieufe, et connue a lui feul, lui ofFre dans un temple magnifique de

Jupiter une colonne d'or, oil Mercure avoit grave les exploits et I'apotheofe

fsdions deja (1), des genealogies defefteufes et tres peu concluantes, quelques rech-erches mi-

nutieufes, fur la chronologie de Sparte, une aftronomie ancienne, que je n'entends pas trop

bien, et la belle preface de M. Bougainville, que je relis toujours avec un gout nouveau i

* Hift. de I'Acad. des Belles-Lettres, torn. xvi. p. 28, &c.

I V. Mem. de Litter, torn. xii. p. 5. &c. et Ezech. Spanheim in Callim.

{ Homer. Odyff. L. xi.
|| Homer Iliad, L. iv. v. 193. § Id. L. v. v. 241.

q Ladant. Inllit. L. i. c. »i. p. 62.

" Antiquus auftor Ephemerus, qui fuit e civitate Meffana, res geftas Jovis et caeterorunt

" qui Dii putantur collegit, hiftoriamqae contexit ex titulis et infcriptionibus facris, quae in

" antiquiffimis templis habebantur, maximeque in fano Jovis Triphyllii, ubi auream colum-

" nam pofitam efle ab ipfo Jove, titulus indicabat, in qua columna gefta fua perfcriplit ut

•' monimentum eflet polleris reruni fuarum." Ce recit de Laftance differe un peu de celiU'

de Diodore.

(1) Cans le Mem. de I'Acad, torn. v. xviii. xx\ xxiii^

II des
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dcs hcros de fa race *. Ces fables etoient trop groffieres pour les Grcc»

cux-memes. Elles ne valurent a kur auteur que le mepris general avec le

nom d'Athee f ;}:.

LXIII. Enhardis, peut etre par fon exemple, les Cretois fe vant^rent de

pofleder le tombeau de Jupicer, qui etoit mort dans leur ifle, aprcs y avoir

long terns regne \\. Callimaque fe montre indigne de cette nftion, et fon

fcholiafte nous en devoile I'origine §. On avoir ecrit fur un combcau, Tc/tz-

beau de Mines Jils de Jupiter. Lc terns ou le dellein fit difparoitre les mots

de Jils et de Minos ; on lut Tombeau de Jupiter 5[. Cependant le fyfteme

d'Ephemere s'accreditoit lentement malgre fes preuves. Diodore de Sicile

parcourut la terre, pour raflembler dans les traditions des divers peuples de

quoi I'appuyer**, Mais les Stoiciens, dans leur melange bizarre du

Theifme le phis pur, du Spinofifme et de I'iJolatrie populaire, rapportoient

ce paganifme, dont lis etoient les zelatcurs au culte de la nature brifee en au-

tant de dieux qu'elle a de faces diffcrentes, Ciceron cet acadcmicien, pour

• Diodore de Sicile, L. v. L. 29, 30. et L. vi.

II y a far Ephemere une diiTertation de M. Fourmont I'aine, qui contient des conjeftures

tres hardies, etdes emportemens fort piaifans (l). il fied mal a un jeune homme de meprifer

quoi que ce foit, mais je ne faurois refuter cette piece ferieufement. Celui qui ne voit pas que^

la Pancha'ie decrite dans Diodore de Sicile etoit fituee au midi de la Gedrofie, et a I'occident

pea eloignec de la peninfule des Indes, peut croire avec M . Fourmont que le Golfe Arabique

eil au midi de l* Arable heureufe, quele pais de Phank furle continent ell I'ide de Pancha'ie, que

le defert de Pharan eft le plus beau lieu du monde, et que la ville de Pierie en Syrie eft la capi-

taled'un petit canton aux environs de Medine.

t Callim.ap. Plut torn. ii. p. 880. Eratofth. et Polyb. ap. Strab. Georg. L.ii. p. 102,

103. et. L. vii. p. 299. edit. Cafaub.

I Gerard Voffius de Hiftor. Grscis, L. i. c. xi. fait voir que non feulement les Payens lui

donnoient ce nom, mais encore Theophile d'Antioche parmi les Chretiens et Jofeph parmi les

Juifs; ce qui fait voir qu'Epheniere en attaquant les dieux des Grecs, n'en reconnoillbit point

d'autres.

II
Laflant. Inftit. L. i. c. xi. p. 65. Lucian Timon, p. 34. et Jupit. Frag, p, 701. Cicer.

de N?.t Deor. L. iii. c. 2 1

.

§ Callimach. Hyra. in lovem, v. 8. et Scholiaft. Vet. in loc. edit. Graec.

^ Ttl eft le recit du fcholiafte adopte par le Chevalier Newton. Mais Laftance rapporte
I'infcription Z XPO\OT, ce qui m'a I'air bien plus antique. Lucien, carles fables vont
toujours en augmentant, nous apprend, que I'infcription portoit que Jupiter ne tonnoit plus,

qu'il avoit fubi le fort des mortels, Jr.^ao-w w; bxet. i3fo, t o-eis^ a» Zei/j, Tiftmui axXeut

*• Diodore de Sicile dans les cinq premiers livres, paffim.

(1} M«mrde Litter, torn. xv. p* t6j, Sic,

qui
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qui tout etoit objeftion et rien n'etoit preuve, ofe a peine leur oppofcr le iyf-

teme d'Ephemeie *.

LXIV. Ce ne fut que fous Tempire Remain, que les idees du Meflenien

prirent le deflus. Dans le tems qu'un monde efclave decernoit le titre de

dieux a des monftres indignes de celui d'hommes, c'etoit faire {^. cour que de

confondre Jupiter et Domitien. Bienfaiteuis de la terre, ainfi les appelloit

I'adulation, leur droit a la divinice etoit le meme ; leur nature, et leur puif-

fance etoient egales. Par politique ou par meprife, Pline lui-memc ne fe

garantit pas de cette erreur f . En vain Plutarquc eflaya-t-il de revendiquer

la foi de fes ayeux if. Ephemcre regna par tout ; et les peres de TEglife, fe

fervant de leurs avantages, attaquerent le paganifme du cote le plus foible.

Pcurroit on les blamer ? Si les dieux pretendus ne furent pas en effet des

hommes deifies, ils I'etoient devenus, du moins dans I'opinion de leurs ado-

rateurs ; et les peres n'en vouloient qu'a leurs opinions.

LXV. Aliens plus loin ; tachons de fuivre I'enchainement non des faits,

mais des idees, de fonder le cceur humain, et de demeler ce fil d'erreurs, qui

du fentiment vrai, fimple, et univerfel qu'il y a une puiiTance au defliis de

rhomme, leconduifitpar degres a fe faire des dieux, auxquels il eut rougi de

relTembkr.

Le fentiment n'eft qu'un retour fur nous-memes. Les Idees fe rapportent

aux objets hors de nous. Leur nombre.en occupant I'efprit, affoiblit le fenti-

ment. C'eft done parmi les fauvages, dont les idees font bornees aux Defoins,

et les befoins fimplement ceux de la nature, que le fentiment doit etre le plus

vif, quoiqu'en meme tems le plus confus. Le fauvage rcflent a tout moment

des agitations, qu'il ne peut ni expliquer ni reprimer. Ignorant et foible, il

craint tout, parcequ'il ne peut fe defendre de rien. II admire tout, parccqu'il

ne connoit rien. Le mepris bien fonde de lui-meme, car la vanite elt un

ouvrage de la fociete, lui fait fentir I'exiftence d'une puilfance fuperieure.

C'eft cette puilfance, dont il ignore les attributs, qu'il invoque, ec dont il

demande des graces, fans favoir a quel titre il en peut elperer. Ge fenti-

ment peu diftinft produifit les dieux bons des premiers Grecs, et les divinites

de la plus part des fauvages, et les uns et les autres n'en furent regler ni Ic

jiombre, ni le caradere, ni le cuke.

* Cicer.de Nat. Deor. L. iii. c. 21. f Plin. Hill. Natur. L. vii. c* Jii et. paff.

2. Plut. de Placit. Philofoph. de Ifid. et Oiliid.

LXVL
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LXVI. Bientotle fentiment devint idee. Le fauvage rendit fon hommage II adore tout

a toutccqui I'entouroit. Tout devoir lui paroitre plus excellent que lui-meme.

Ce chene majeftueux, qui le couvroit de fon feuillage epais, avoit ombrage

fes ayeux, depuis I'origine de fa race. II elevoit fa tete jufqu'aux nues ; le pourqaoi ?

fierAquilonfe perdoit a travers fes branches. Aupres de cet arbre aider

qu'etoit fa duree, fa taille, fi force ? La reconnoiffance fe joignic a I'ad-

miration. Cet arbre qui lui prodlguoit fes glands, cette onde claire ou il

fe defalceroit, etoient des biciifaiteurs qui rendoicnt fa vie heureufe ; fans

eux il ne pouvoit fubfifter, mais quel befoin avoient-ils de lui ? En eftet fans

les lumieres qui nous apprennent combien la raifon feule eft fuperieure a

toutes ces parties necefTaires d'un fyfteme intelligent, chacune d'ellcs eft au

deffus de riiomme. Mais prive de ces lumieres, le fiiuvage leur accorda a

chacune la vie cr in puiffance. II fe profterna dcvant fon ouvrage.

LXVII. Les idees du fauvage font uniques, parcequ'elles font Hmples. Sesideesfont

Remarquer les qualites differentes dcs objets, obfcrver celles qui leur font """I"""

communes, et de cette reflcmblance former une idee abftraite, qui repre-

fente le genre, fans etre I'image d'aucun objet particulier ; font les ouvrages

de I'efprit, qui agit, qui fe replie fur lui-meme, et qui deja furcharge d'idees,

cherche a fe foulager par la methode. Dans le premier etat, I'ame paflive

et ignorant fes forces, ne fait que recevoir les imprellions etrangeres : ces im-

preffions ne lui rendent les objets qu'ifoles, et comme ils font en eux-memes !

Le fauvage rencontroit fes dieux par tout, chaque foret, chaque prairie en

fourmilloit.

LXVIII. L'experience developpa fes idees ; car les nadons, comme les 11 combme

hommes, doivent tout a l'experience. Son efprit familiarife avec un grand ^,^1,1^^ j-gj

nombre d'objets ecrangers s'apper^ut de leur nature commune, et cette na- <^'«"x>

ture devint pour lui une nouvelle divinite fuperieure a. tous ces dieux particu-

liers. Mais chaque chofe qui exifte a fon exiftence determine'e a un terns ou

a un lieu ; et c'eft ce qui la diftingue de toute autre chofe. L'homme a du

fe conduire difFeremment a I'egard de ces deux manieres d'exifter, I'une fen-

fibk et devant fes yeux, I'autre pafTagere, metaphyfique, et qui n'eft peut-

etre que la fuccefllon des idees. La nature commune, differentiee unique

-

ment par le terns, a du faire difparoitre les natures particulieres, pendant que

celles qui font diftinguees par les lieux ont pu fubfifter comme parties de la

nature commune. Le dieu des rivieres n'a point attente fur les droits du

Tibre ou du Cliturane *, mais le vent du Sud qui foufHoit hier, et celui que

« Hift.de 1'Acad, des Belles-Lcttres, tom.xii. p. 36. Piin. Jipill. L. viii. Epift. 8.

nous
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nous reflentons aujourd'hui, ne font I'un et I'autre que ce tyran furieux, qui

fouleve les flots de la mer Adriatique *.

LXIX. Plus on s'exerce a penfer, plus on fait de combinaifons. Deux

genres font differens a quelques egards, ils fe reflemblent a d'autres : ils font

deflines au meme ufage, ils font partie du meme element. La fontaine de-

vient riviere, la riviere fe perd dans la mer. Cette mer fait partie du vafte

ocean qui embrafle toute I'etendue de la terre, et la terre elle-meme ren-

ferme dans fon fein tout ce qui fubfifte par un principe de vegetation. A
pefure que les nations fe font eclairees, leur idolatrie a du fe rafiner. EUes

ont mieux fenti combien I'univers eft gouvernes par des loix generales ; elles

fe font plus rapprochees de I'unite d'une caufe efficiente. Jamais les Grecs

n'ont fu fimplifier leurs idees au dela de I'eau, de la terre et du ciel, qui,

fous les noms de Jupiter, de Neptune, et de Pluton, contenolent et regif-

foient toutes chofes. Mais les Egyptiens, d'un genie plus propre aux fpe-

culations abftraites, formerent enfin leur Orifis f le premier des Dieux, le

principe intelligent, qui agiflbit fans celTe fur le principe materiel, connu

fous le nom d'lfis la fcmme et fa foeur. Des gens, qui croyoient a Teternite

de la matiere, ne pouvoient gueres aller plus loin J.

LXX. Jupiter, le Dieu de la mer et le noir Pluton etoient freres.

Toutes les branches de leur pofterite s'etendoient a I'infini, et renfermoient

touce la nature. Telle etoit la mythologie des anciens. Pour des hommes

grofiiers, I'idee de generation etoit plus naturelle que celle de creation. Elle

etoit plus aifee a faifir, elle fuppofoit moins de puiflance, on y etoit con-

duit par des liaifons fenfibles ; mais aufll cette generation les menoit a eta-

blir une hierarchie, dont ces etres libres mais bornes ne pouvoient pas fe

palTer. Les trois grands Dieux exercoient une puilTance paternelle fur leurs

enfans, habitans de la terre, des airs, et des mers j et la primogeniture de

• Hor Carm. L. iii. Od. 3.

" Neque Aufter

" Dux inquieti turbid us Adris."

if Remarquez que cet Ofiris et fa foeur etoient les plus jeunes des dieux. II avoit fallu aux

Egyptians, un grand npmbre de fiecles, pour parvenir a cette fimplicite (i).

I Le culte du foleil a ete connu de tous les peuples. Je dirai ce qui m'en paroit la raifon.

C'eft peut-etre le feul objet de I'univers a la fois fcnfible et unique. Senfible a tous les peu-

ples, de la mauiere la plus brillante et la plus bienfaifante, il enlevoit leurs horamages. Unique

et indivifible, les raifonneurs qui n'etoient pas tiop difficiles trouvoient en lui tcus les grands

traits de la divinite.

(i) Diodore de Sicile. L, i. c. 3.

Jupiter
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Jupiter lul donrolt une fuperiorite fur fes frcres, qui lui merita le titre dc

roi des dieux, etde pere des hommes. Mais ce roi, ce pere fuprcine, ccoic

trop borne a tous egards, .pour nous permettre de faire honneur aux Grecs de

la croyance d'un etre fupreme.

LXXI. Ce fyftemCj tout mal conflruit qu'il etoit, rendolt raifon de tous Dieux Jda

les effets de la nature. Mais le monde moral, rhomme, fon fort, et fes

actions etoient fans divinites. L'cther ou la terre y cut etc peu propre. Du
befoin de'nouveaux dieux naquit une nouvelle chaine d'erreurs, qui, s'uniflant

avec la premiere, ne forma qu'un meme Roman theologique. Je foup^onne

que ce fyfteme nfiquit plus tard. L'homme ne fonge gueres a rentrer en lui-

meme, qu'apres avoir epuife les objets etrangers.

LXXII. Deux hypothefes ont toujoursete, et feront toujours, Dans I'une, Syflemes dc

rhomme n'a re^u du Createurque la raifon et la volonte. C'eftalui a de- de \z"lle{-

cider de I'ufage qu'il en fera, et a regler fes actions a fon gre. Dans I'autre,
''"^"

il ne peut agir que fuivant les loix pteetablies de la Divinitc, dont 11 n'eft que

I'inflrument. Le fentiment le trompe, et lorfqu'il croit fuivre fa volonte,

il ne fuic en effet que celle de fon maitre. Ces dernieres idces ont.pu naicre

dans I'efprit d'un peuple a peine forti de I'enfance. Peu fait aux reflbrts

compliqucs de la machine, les grandes versus, les crimes atroces, les inven- T-fs ano'ens

tions utiles dece petit nombre d'amts fingulieres, qui ne<doivent riena kur dernier,

fiecle, lui jparurent furpaifer les forces humaines. II vit partout des dieux

agiffans, qui infpiroient le vice ou la vertu aux foibles mortels, incapables de

fe fouftraire a leurs volontes *. Ce n'eft pas la prudence qui infpire a Pan-

dare le deflein de rompre la treve, et de decocher un trait au cceur de Me-
nelas. C'eft Minerve qui le poufle a cet attentat f. La malheureufe

Phedre n'eft.point coupable. Venus, outree des mepris d'Hyppolite, allume

dans le eoeurde cette reine une flamme inceftueufe, qui la precipite au crime

et a la mort J. Un dieu fechargea de chaque evenement de la vie, de

chaque paflion de I'ame, et de chaque ordre de la fociete. .

• Je ne fuis pas -trop content de cet endroit. Je donne laraeilleure raifon que j'aipu trouver,;

mais il me femble que dans ces premiers fiecles, on eiic du etre guide par le fentiment, etle

fentiment eft tout entierdu cote dela liberte.

t Homer. Iliad. L. iv. v. 93, Sec.

Krc^i -oraTJ)^ x^niffij • • . • «

H i stiJtX-rre fifi'j aWi' oftM awcXuTxi

4>aiJ;a———— (1).

(1) Euripid. Hippol. Afl I. V. 40.

•voi, ir. J R LXXin,
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LXXIII. Mais ces dieux de rhomme, ces paffions et ces facukes gene-

ralilees et perfonifiees de cette maniere, n'avoient qu'une exiftence meta-

phyfique et trop peu fenfible pour les hommes, II falloit les fondre avec le^

dieux de la nature, et c'eft ici que rallegorie imagina mille rapports fan-

tafques, car I'efprit veut au moins une apparence de verite. II etoit naturel

que le dieu de la mer le fut des matelots. L'expreffion figuree de cet ceil

qui voit tout, de ces rayons qui percent les airs, pouvoit aifement faire du

foleil, un habile prophete, et un archer adroit. Mais pourquoi la planete

Venus eft-elle mere des amours ? Pourquoi s'eleve-t-elle de I'ecume des

flots ? Laiflbns ces enigmes aux devins. Auffi tot que les departements des

dieux de la nature humaine furent etablis, ils durent enlever tout le culte

des hommes. Ils parloient au cceur et aux paffions, au lieu que les dieux

phyfiques, qui n'avoient point acquis n'attributs moraux, rentrerent infenfi-

blement dans le mepris et dans I'oubli. Auffi n'eft-ce que dans I'antiquite la

plus reculee que je vois fumer les autels de Saturne *.

LXXIV. Les dieux s'interefTcnt done dans les afFaires humaines. II ne

fe paiTe rien dont ils ne foient les auteurs. Mais font-ils les auteurs du

crime ? Cette confequence nous effraye : un payen n'hefitoit point a I'ad-

mettre, et ne pouvoit en effct hefiter. Les dieux infpiroient fouvent des

deflcins vicieux. Pour les fuggerer, il falloit les vouloir, et meme les aimer.

II ne leur reftoit pas la relTource d'un petit mal permis dans le meilleur des

mondes poffibles
-f.

Ce mal n'etoit pas feulement permis, il etoit autorife, et

d'ailleurs les differentes divinitcs, bornees a leurs departemens particuliers,

etoient trcs indifferentes a un bien general qu'elles ne connoifToient point.

Chacune fuivoit fort caraftere, et n'infpiroit que les paffions qu'elle reffentoit.

Le dieu de la guerre etoit fier, brutal, et fangulnaire j la deefle de la pru-

dence, fage, retenue, peu finCere ; la mere des amours, aimable, voluptu-

eufe, emportee dans fes caprices; la rufe et la foupleffie convenoient au dieu

des marchands; et les oris des malheureux flatoient I'oreille du tyran foup-

^onneux des morts, du noir monarque des enfers.

LXXV. Un dieu pere des hommes I'eft de tous egalement. II ne connoit

ni la haine, ni la faveur. Mais les divinites partiales doivent avoir des fa-

voris. Ne diftingueront-elles pas ceux dont le gout eft conforme au leur ?

Mars ne peut qu'aimer ces Thraces dont la guerre eft I'unique occupation :|:,

# j'entenschez les Grecs ; fonculce fe conferva long terns enltalig.

f Fontenelle dans TEloge de M. de Leibnitz.

} Herodot. L. v. c.4, 5. Meziriac. Coram, fur les Epitr. d'Ovide, torn. i. p. 162.

et
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etccs Scythes dont la boiflbn la plus delicieufe eft le fang de leurs ennemis *.

Les moeurs d'un habitant de Cypre f ou de Corinthe, lieux ou tout refpiroit

le luxe et la molefle, devoient plaire a la deefle des amours. La reconnoif-

fance fe joignoit au gout. Des fentimens de preference etoient dus a des

peuples, dont les moeurs n'etoient qu'un cuke detourne de leurs dieux tucc-

laires. Le cuke meme qu'on leur rendoit fe rapportoit toujours a leur ca-

radere. Ces viiftimes humaines qui expirolent fur I'autel de Mars J, ces

mille courtifanes qui fe dcvouoient au temple de Venus §, toutes ces femmes

diftinguees de Babylone, qui lui immoloient leur pudeur||, ne pouvoient

qu'attirer a ces divers peuples, la faveur la plus diftinguee de leurs protcc-

teurs. Mais comme les interets des nations ne font pas moins oppofes que

leurs mceurs, il falloit que les dieux adoptaffcnt les querelles de leurs adora-

teurs. " Quoi ! voir avec patience que cette ville qui m'elcve cen: tem-

" pies fuccombe fous le fer d'un conquerant ? Ah ! plutot!. . .
." C'cft

alnfi que chez les Grecs, une guerre parmi les hommes en allumoit une

parmi les dieux. Troye boiileverfa le ciel. Le Scamandre vitbriller I'egide Leurs que-

de Minerve, il fut temoin de I'efFet des fleches forties du carquois d'Apol- " ^*'

Ion, il fentit le redoutable trident de Neptune, qui foulevoit la terre fur fes

fondemens. Quelquefois les arrets inevitables du deftin recablifToient la paix f

.

* Herodot. L. iv. c. 64, 6;.

+ M. de Vaugelas m'apprend que lorfqu'il s'agit de I'antlquite il faut toujours dire Cypre,

quoiquele nom moderne foit Chypre (i). Je vols que MM. de Fenelon (2) et de Vertot (3)

ont fait cette diftindlion.

J Herod. L. v. c. 4, 5. Minuc. Feel. OSav, c. 25. p. 258. Luc. Pharf. L. i, Ladlant.

L. i. c. 25.

§ Strab. Geog. L. viii. p. 37S.

jl
Herod. L. i. c. 199.

EUes etoient tenues de fe proflituer une fols de leur vie au premier vcnu, dans le temple de

Venus. M. de Voltaire, qui leur impofe cette obligation une fois tous les ans, la traite de

fable infenfee (4). Cependant Hcrodote avoit voyage fur les lieu.v, et M. de Voltaire a trop

lu I'hiftoire, pour ignorer combien de triomphes pareils la fuperftition a rempones fur I'huma-

nite et fur la vertu. Que penfe-t-il d'un afte de foi ? Je previens fa reponfc. Au relic

j'ignorois que Babylone fu: la ville de I'universla mieux policce. Quinte Curce la depeint comme

la plus licencicufe ; Berofe le Baby lonien fe plaint lui meme que fes concitoyens, franchiflant

toutes les barricres de la pudeur, vivoient a la maniere des betes, et le fcholiaile de Juvenil

nous fait fentir que de fon terns ils n'avoient point degcneies (5). »

•I Mythol. de Banier, tom.ii. p. 487, Ovid. Mctam. L. xv.

(») Rem. de M. de Vaugelas fur la langue Franjolfe, torn. i. \>. loi, 103,

(i) Dans le Tclemaque. (3) Dans fon Hill, de Malthe.

(4) Oeuvres de Voltaire, torn. vi. p. 24.

(5) Quint. Curt, Geft, Alex. L. v. c. i. ct Comment. Frein&eim. inLoc,

3 R 2 Mais
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Mais le plus fouvent ks divers dieux convenoienc mutuellement de s'aban-

dbnner rcciproquement leurs ennemis*; car fur I'Olynipe, comme fur la

terre, la haine a toujours ete plus puiffante que Taniicie.

Tlsontlafi- LXXVI. Un-culte epure euc etc peu afford a de telles divinites. Les
^'^'.^ ^'

peuples v«ulent des objets fenfibles ; une figure qui decore leurs temples, ec

fixe leurs idees. }1 falloit aflurement la plus belle de toutes les figures.

Mais qu'elle eft cette figure ? Demandez le aux hommes, c'eft fans douts

la leur. Peut-etre un taureau repondroit-il un peu difFeremment 1. La

fculpture fe perfedionne pour fervir a la devotion, et les t<;mp]es fe rem-

plilTent de ftatues de vieillards, de jeunes gens, de femmes, et d'enfans',

fiiivant les attribnts diffcrens de chacim des dieux.

Jls eprouvent LXXVII. La beaute n'eft peut-etre fondee que fur I'ufage. La figure

« les maux li«r'"'ai"c '^'^^ belle que parce qu'elle fe rapporte fi bien aux ufages auxquels

Mrporels. elk eft deftinee. La figure divine eft la meme ; il faut que fes ufages le

foient audi, et meme fes defauts. Dela cette generation groffiere des dieux-,.

qui ne compofent plus qu'une familk a la maniere des Irommes ; dela; leurs

fetes de neftar et d'ambrofie, et la nourriture qu'ils recorvent dans les facri-

ficesj. De la encore leur fommeil
II,

et leurs douleurs §.. Des dieux, de-

venusdes hommes rres puifTans, devoienr fouvent vifiterla terre, habiter dans

les temples, fe plaire aux amufcmens de Fhomme, affifter a la chafTe, a. Is

danfe, et quelquefois devenir fenfibles aux charmes d'une mortelles et donner

naiflance a une race de heros.

Evencmens LXXVIII. Dans ces grands evencmcns, ou, du jeu d'un grand nombre

d'afteurs, dont les vues, la fituation et le caraflere difi^rent, il nait une unite

d'aftion, ou plutot d'eflxt ; c'eft peut-ecre dans les feules caufes gcnerales

qu'il faut chercher la leur.

Melange de LXXIX. Dtos ks evenemens plus particuliers, le procede de la nature
cauies dans

q. ^^^^ different de celui des philofophes. Chez elk il y a peu d'efFets aftez

particuiiers. fimpks, pour ne devoir leur origine qu'a une feuk caufe ; au lieu que ncs

fages s'attachent d'ordinaire a une caufe, non feukm.ent univerfelie, mais

unique. Evitons cet ecueil ; pour peu qu'une action paroifle eompliquee,

admettons y ks caufes generales, fans rejcttcr k delfein et le hazard. Sylk

fe demet du pouvoir fouverain. Cefar le perd avec la vie : cependant leurs

* Eurip. Hippollt. Adv. ver. 137.7. et Ovid. Metam.paffim.

t Cic. de Nat. Deor, L. iv c. 27,28.

f V.les Cefars de Julien par M, Spanheim, p. 257, 258. Rem. 876. les O/feaux d'Ar:llo»

ghane et Lucien prefque partout,

H, Kom. Iliad, L. i. v, 609. §• Id. L. v, ver. 335.

attentats



DE LA LITTERATURE. 4S

attentats avoient etc precedes par leurs conqucces : avant'iJe devenir les

pluspuiiTansdesRomains, ilsen etoient les plus renommcs. Augufte les fuit E'cvation

de pres. Tyran fanguinaire *, foiip^onne de lachcte, le plus grand des
^"8""'^*

crimes dans un chef de parti f , il parvient au trone, et faic oublier aux repub-

licains qu'ils euflent jamais ete libres. La difpofiti-on de ces republicains di-

minue ma fiirprife. Egakment incapables de liberte fous Sylla et fous

Augufte, ils ignoroient cette verite fous celui-la, : des guerres civiles erdeux

profcriptions plus cruelles que la guerre, ieur avoient appris, du terns de

celui-ci, que la republique, affaiflce fous le poids de fa grandeur et de fa

corruption, ne pouvoit fubfifter fans maitre. D'ailleurs Sylla, chef de Ii

nobleffe, eombattoit a la tete de ces fiers patricisns, qui vouloient bien I'armer

du glaive du defpotifme pour les venger de leurs ennemis et des fiens, mais

non laifTer entre fes mains le pouvoir de les detruire eux-meraes. lis avoient

vaincu, non pour luL mais avec lui : la harangue de Lepide J, et la conduits

de Pompee § font alTez fentir que Sylla aima mieux defcendre du trone

qu'en tomber. Mais Augufte, a. rexemple de Ccfar ||, ne fe fervit que de

ces lurdis avanturiers, Agrippa,, Mecene, Pollion, dont la fortune attachee

a la fienne s'evaaouiflbit dans une ariftocracie de nobles^ divifcs encr'eux,

mais unis pour accabler tout homme nouveau,

LXXX. Des circonftances heureuiies, les debauches d'Antoine, lafoiblelTe Ses caufes*.

de Lepide, la credulite de Ciccron travaillerent de concert pour lui avec

cette difpofition generale : mais il faut avouer aufli que, s'il ne fit pas naitre

€es circonftances, il les employa en grand politique. La variete de mes

objets, que ne me permet-elle de faire conaokre ce gouveraement rafine, ces

chaines qu'on portoir fans les fentir, ce prince confondu parmi les citoyens.,

ce fenat ref^iede- par fon maitre 51 ! Chotfiftbns en un traic.

* Apres la prife de Perafe il facrifia trols cens des principaux citoyens fur un autel erigc a la

divinite de fon pere. V. Suet. L. ii. c. 15.

f Sueron> L. ii. c. 16. X Saluft. Fragm. p. 404. Edit. Thyf.

§ Freinflieim. Supplem, L. Ixxxix. c. 26—33,

II
Tacit. Annal. L. iv. p. 109. Sueton. ubi infra.

fl J'attens avec i.-npatience la fuite des diflertations ftir cefujet, que M. de la Bleterienous.2

pronjifes. Le fyfteme d'Augulle ft fouvent meconnu y paroura defline jm'qu'a fes moindres

ramcaiix. Get auieur penfe avec finelTe et une aimable liberte, il difcute fans fecherefle, et

s-exprime avec toutes les graces d'un ftyle clair et elegant. Peut-etre que, Defcartes dc ['hif-

loire, il raifonne un peu nop a /n-iori, et qu'il etablit fes conclufions moins fur des autoritii

particuliercs que tjr des indui\ions g*nerales : mais ce defaut e.1 celuld'un homme de beaa-

cQup d*e%rk.

IX .luguft*
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Augufte, maitre des revenus de I'empire et des richeffes du monde, dif-

tingua toujours fon patrimoine de particulier du trefor public. II fit ainfi

paroitre a peu de frais fa moderation, qui laiflbit a fes heritiers des biens in-

ferieurs a ccux de plufieurs de fcs fujets *, et fon amour de la patrie, qui

avoic abandonne au fervice de I'etat, deux patrimoines entiers et une fommc

immenfe provenue des legs de fes amis defunts f.

Meme aflion LXXXI. Une penetration ordinaire fuffit pour fentirlorfqu'une aflion eft

a la fois caufe et elFet. Dans le monde moral il y en a beaucoup qui le

font J ou plutot, il y en a tres-peu qui ne tiennent plus ou moins de la na-

ture de I'une et de I'autre.

La corruption de tous les ordres des Romains vint de I'etendue de leur

empire, et produifit la grandeur de la republique J.

Mais il faut un jugement peu commun, lorfque deux chofes exiftent tou-

jours enfemble, et paroifTent intimement liees, pour difcerner qu'elles ne fe

doivent point leur origine I'une a I'autre.

Les fciences LXXXII. Les fciences, dit-on, naiflent du luxe : un peuple eclaire fera
nc vicnncnt

pas du luxe, toujours vicieux. Je ne le crois pas. Les fciences ne font point les filles

du luxe ; mais I'une et I'autre naiflent de I'induflrie. Les arts ebauches

fatisfont aux premiers befoins de I'homme. Perfe6lionnes, ils lui en trouvent

de nouveaux, depuis le bouclier de Minerve de Vitellius § jufqu'aux entre-

tiens philofopliiques de Ciceron. Mais a-mefure que le luxe corrompt les

moeurs, les fciences les adouciflent ; femblablcs aux prieres dans Homere,

qui parcourent toujours la terre a la fuite de I'injuftice, pour adoucir les

fureurs de cette cruelle divinite ||.

* Toutes deduflions faites de fes legs au peuple et aux foldats, Augufte ne laifla a Tibere

€t a Livie que millies quingenties, trente millions de Hvres. L'augure Lentulus mort fous fon

regne, poffedoit quater millies, quatre-vingt millions. V. Sueton. L. ii, c. loi. Senec. de

Eenelic. L. ii.

f Quater decies millies, deux cens quatre vingt millions. V. Suet. Loc. citat ct marmor.

Ancyran.

t V. Montefq. Confid. fur la Grandeur des Remains.

Je diftingue la grandeur de I'empire Remain d'avec celle de la republique : Tune confiftoU

danslenombre des provinces, I'autre dans celle des citoyens.

§ Vitellius envoya des galeres jufqu'aux colonnes d'Hercule, pour chercher les poiffons les

plus rares, dont il remplit ce plat monflrueux. Si nous en croyons M. Arbuthnot, il couta

765,6251. fterling. V. Sueton. in Vitellio. c. 13. Dr. Arbuthnot's Tables, p. 138.

tl
MsTuTTio't' »Ti;s a^s7S(7i xiua-ca.

Homer. Iliad. L. ix. v. 500.

9 Voil^



DE LA LITTE'RATURE. 495

Volla quelques reflexions qui m'ont paru folides fur les differcns ufages Condufion.

des Belles-Lettres. Heureux fi je pouvois en infpirer le gout ! J'aurois

trop bonne opinion de moi-meme, fije ne fentois pas les defauts de cet eflaij

j'en aurois une trop mauvaife, fi je n'efperois pas que dans un age moins

precoce et avec des connoiflances plus etendues je pourrai me v ,ir plus en

etat d'y fuppleer. On pourra dire que ces reflexions font vraies mais ufees,

ou qu'elles font nouveljes mais paradoxes. Quel auteur aime les critiques ?

Cependant la premiere me deplairoit le moins. L'avantage de I'art m'eft

plus cher que la gloire de I'artifte.
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CRITICAL OBSERVATIONS

0^f THE

DESIGN
OF THE

SIXTH B O O K OF THE ^ N E I D.

'T'HE allegorloal interpretation which the Bilhop of Gloucefter has given

of the fixth book of the ^Eneid, feems to have been very favourably re-

ceived by the Public. Many writers, both at home and abroad, have men-

tioned it with approbation, or at lead with efteem ; and I have more than

once heard it alleged, in the converfation of fcholars, as an ingenious im-

provement on the plain and obvious fenfe of Virgil. As fuch, it is not unde-

ferving of the notice of a candid critic ; nor can the enquiry be void of en-

tertainment, whilft Virgil is our conftant theme. Whatever may be the for-.

tune of the chace, we are fure it will lead us through pleafant profpecls

and a fine country.

That I may cfcape the imputation as well as the danger of mifrcprefenting

his lordfliip's hypothefis, I fhall expofe it in his own words. " The pur-

" pofe of this difcourfe is to fhew that .Eneas's adventure to the infernal
*' SHADES, is no other than a figurative defcription of his initiation into

" THE MYSTERIES ; and particularly a very exa£t one of the spectacles of

" die Eleusinian *." This general notion is fupported with fingular in-

genuity, dreficd up with an eafy yet pompous difplay of learning, and deli-

vered in a ftyle much fitter for the Hierophant of Eleufis, than for a modern

critic, who is obferving a remote objesft through the medium of a glimmering

and doubtful light

:

liant chfcuri, Joldjuh noSfe, per umbratn,

• See Warburton's Diflertation, &c. in the third volume of Mr. Warton's Virgil. I /hall

quote indifferently that Diflertation or the Divine Legation itfelf,

VOL. II. 3 s His
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His lordfhip naturally enough purfues two different methods, wliich unite,

a^ he apprehends, in the fame conclufion. From general principles peculiar

tohimfclf, he infers the propriety and even necefllty of fuch a defcriptitjn of

tlic myllerics; and from a comparifon of pardcular circumfcances, he labours

to prove that Virgil has aftually introduced- it into the JEneld, Each of theie

methods Hull be confidered fcparately.

As the learned Prelate's opinions branch themielves ouf into luxuriant fyf-

tcms, it is not eafy to refume them in a few words. I fhall, however, at-

tempt to give a fliort idea of thofe general principles, which occupy, I know

not bow,, fo great a fliare of tlie Divine Legation of Mofcs- demonjlratsd.

"' The whole fyflcm. of Paganifm, of which the myfteries were an efTen-

" tial part, was Inilituted by the antient lawgivers for die fupport and benefit.

" of fociety. The myfteries themfelves wen! a fchoo! of morality and re-

i^ ligion, in which the vanity of Polytheifm *, ami the unity of the Firfl

" Caufc, were revealed to the initiated, ^'irgil, who intended his immor-

'* talpoem for a republic inaction, as thofe of Plato and Tully were in pre-

" cept, could not avoid difplnying tiiis firll and nobleft arr of government.-

" His perfeft lawgiver mufi; be initiated, as the antient founders of ftates,

" had been before him ; and as- Auguftus hirafelf was many ages after-

• wards."

What a cro-'.vd of natural reflefcions muff occur to an unbiafTed mind !.

Was the civil magillrate the mover of the whole machine ; the fole con^

:hver, or at leaft the fole fupport of religion ? Were antient laws always

defigned for the benefit of the people, and hever; for the private intereft of

the lawgiver? Could the firft fath rs of rude focieties infl:ru(fl their new-

made fubjeifts in philofophy as well as in agriculture ? Did they all agree, in-

Britain as in Egypt, in Perfia as in Greece, to found thefe fecret fchools

on the llime common principle ; which fubfifted nearly eighteen hundred

years at Eleuils f in its priraasval purity ? Can thefe things be ? Yes, re-

plies the learned Prelate, they are : " Egypt was the myfterious mother of

" Rehgion and Policy j and the arts of Egypt were difl^ifed with her colonies

" over the antient world. Inachus carried the myfteries into Greece, Zo-

* At leafl of the vulgar polytheifm, by revealing that the dii majorim gemium had been mere
tr.ortals.

+ From their infl'tJtion, 1399 years before the Chriftian sra, (Marm. Arundel. Ep. 14.)

till their fuppreiuon, towards the end of the fourth century.

9 " roafter
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" roafter into Perfia *, Sec. Sec."— I retire from fo v/ide a field, in which

it would be eafy for mc to lofc both myfelf and my adverfary. The an-

Tn:>JT WORLD, EIGHTEEN CENTURIES, and FOUR HUNDRED AUTHORS GE-

NUINE AND ATOCRYPHAL f, would, iioder tolcrablc management, furnifii

fome volumes of controverfy ; and fince I have perufed the two thoufand

and fourteen pages of the unfinilhed LegaticK, I have lefs inclination than

ever to fpin out volumes of laborious trifles.

I fhall, however, venture to point out a fa6l, not very agreeable to the

favourite notion, that Paganifm was entirely the religion of the magi-

ftrate. The oracks were not lefs antient, nor lefs venerable than the my-

freries. Every difficulty, religious or civil, v.as fubmitted to tlie decifion ol

thofc infallible tribunals. During feveral ages no war could be undertaken,

no colony founded, without the fandion of the Delpliic oracle ; the firft and

mofi: celebrated among feveral hundred others J, Here then we might ex-

peift to perceive the direfting hand of the magiftrate. Yet when we fiudy

their hiftory with attention, inftead of the alliance between churcli and ftatc,

we can difcovcr only the antient alliance between xht avarice of the prieftand

the credulity of the people.

• Though I hate to be pofitive, yet I would almoft venture to affirm, that Zoroafter'i cor-

neflion with Egypt is no where to be found, except in the D. L.

f See a lift of four hundred authors, quoted, ice. in the D. L. from St. Auftia and AnrtotIe_

down to Scarron and Rabelais. Amongft thefe authors we may obferve Sanchoniathc, Or-

pheus, Zaieucus, Charondas, the Oiatles of Porphyry, and the Hiftory of Jeffrey of

Monmouth.

The bifhop has entered the liils with the tremendous Bentley, who treated the laws of Za-

ieucus and Charondas as the forgeries of a fophift. A whole feflion of millakes or mifreprc-

fentations is devoted to this controverfy : but Bentley is no more, and W n may fltep in

peace.

I Ihall, however, dillurb his repofe, by atking him on what authority he fuppofes that the

old language of the Twelve Tables was altered for the convenience of fucceeding ages. The

fragments of thofe laws, colleQed by Lipfius, Sylburgius, &c. bear the ilamp of the moft re-

mote antiquity. Lipfius himfelf (torn, i, p. 206) was highly delighted with thofe antiquijjinui

•verba : bat what is much more dccifive, Horace (L, ii. Ep. i. ver. 23), Seneca (Epiiiol. i 14.),

and Aulus Gellius (XX. 1), rank thofe l.iws amongft the oldeft remains of the Latin tongue.

Their obfolete language was admired by the lawyers, ridiculed by the wits, .and pleaded by the

friends of antiquity as an excufe for the frequent obfcurities of that code.

Had an adverfary to the Divine Legation been guilty of this miftake, I am afraid it would

have been ftyled an egregious hluiiJer.

X See Vandale de Oraculis, p. 559. That valuable book contains whatever can now be

known of oracles. I have borrowed his fafis ; and could with great eafe faavc borrowed hi>

quotations.

3 s a Fof
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For my own parr, I am very apt to confider the myfteries in the fame

lieht as the oracles. An intimate connection fubfifted between them*:

Both were preceded and accompanied with fafts, facrifices, and hillrations j

with myftic fights and preternatural founds : But the mod effcntial prepara-

tion for the ASPIRANT, w?^ a general confefllon of his paft life, which was

exafted of him by the priefl:. In return for this implicit confidence, the

Hierophant conferred on the initiated a facred charafter ; and promifed them

a peculiar place of happinefs in the Elyfian fields, whilft the fouls of the pro-

fane (however virtuous they had been) were wallowing in the mire f.

Nor did the prielis of the myfteries neglect to recommend to the brethren a

fpirit of friendfliip, and the love of virtue ; fo pleafing even to the moft cor-

rupt minds, and fo requifite to render any fociety refpeflable in its own eyes.

Of all thefe religious focieties, that of Eleufis was the moft- illuftrious.

From being peculiar to the inhabitants of Attica, it became at laft common

to the whole Pagan world. Indeed, I fliould fufpeft that it was much in-

debted to the genius of the Athenian writers, who bcftowed fame and dig-

nity on whatever had the leaft connection with their country ; nor am I fur-

prifed that Cicero and Atticus, who were both initiated, fliould exprefs them-

felves withenthufiafm, when they fpeak of the facred rites of their beloved

Athens.
-

But our curiofity is yet unfatisfied ; we would prefs forwards into the

fan6luary ; and are eager to learn what was the secret which was revealed

to the initiated, and to them alone. Many of the profunc, poflefied of lei-

fure and. ingenuity, have tried to guefs, what has been fo religioufiy con-

cealed. The SECRET of each is curious and philofophical ; for as foon as we

attempt this enquiry, the honour of the myfteries becomes our own J. I

too

* The prophet Alexander, whofe arts are fo admirably laid open by Lucian, inftituted his

oracle and his myderies as regular parts of the fam& plan. It is here we may fay, with the

learned catholic, " Les nouveaux Saints me font douter des anciens.

"

f See Diogen. Laert. vi. 39. and Menag. ad loc.

'
t I (hall fum them up ia a curious paflage of the celebrated Freret. "Les feftes philofo-

" phiquescherchoient a deviner ledogme cache fous le voile des ceremonies; et tachoient dele

" ramener chacune a leur doclrine. Dans I'hypothefe des Epicuriens, adoptee de nos jours

" par M. M. Leclerc et Warburton," (Leclerc adopted it in the year 1687 ; Mr. Warburtoa

invearedh in the year 1738,) " tout ce qu'on reveloit aux adeptes apres tant de preparatifs et

" d'epreuves, c'eft que les dieux adores du vulgaire, avoient ete des hommes, &c. Les Sto-

" iclens et les Hylozoiftes fuppofoient qu'on enfeignoit aux Inities, qu'il n'y avoit d'autres

" dieax que Ics eleraens et les parties de I'univers materiel. Enfin fuivant les nouveaux Plato-

" nicieiu^
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too could frame an hypothefis, as plaufiblc perhaps, and as uncertain as any

of theirs, did I not feel myfclf checked by the apprehenfion of difcovering

what never exilled *. I admire the difcretion of the initiated ; but the

bell fecurity for difcretion is, the vanity of concealing that we have nothing

to reveal.

The examples ofgreat men, when they cannot ferve as models, may ferve

as warnings to us. I fhould be very forry to have difcovered, that an athe-

istical HISTORY \ was ufed in the celebration of the myfteries, to prove

the unity of the Firil: Caufc, and that an antient hymn j: was fung, for the

edification of the devout Athenians, which was moft probably a modern

FORGERY of fomc Jcwifh or Chriflian Impoftor. Had I delivered these

two discoveries, with an air of confidence and triumph, I fhould be

(till more mortified.

After ail, as I am not apt to give the name of Demonftration to what is

mere conjedture, his lordfiiip may take advantage of my fcepticifm, and dill

afErm, that his favourite myfteries were fchools of theifm, inftituted by the

lawgiver. Yet unlefsiEneas is the lawgiver of Virgil's republic, he has no

more bufinefs with the myfteries of Athens, than widi the laws of Sparta.

We will, therefore, re fled: a moment on the true nature and plan of the

^neid.

An epic fable muft be important as well as interefting : great adions, great

virtues, and great diftrefles, are the peculiar province of heroic poetry.

" niciens, ces fymbolesfervoient a couvrir les dogmes d'une theologte etd'ure philofophie fub-

" limes, enfeignees autrefois par les Egyptiens & les Chaldeens." Mr. Freret inclines, though

with great diffidence, to the lall opinion. Mem. de I'AcaJemk Jes Infcriptions, l3c. lorn. xxi.

/. 12. Hift.

* Je ne fuis pas li convaincu de rotre ignorance par !es chofes qui font, et dont la ralfon

nous ell inconnuc; que par celles qui ne font point et dont nous trouvons la raifon. Oeuvres Je

Tonttmlle, torn, xi. p. zig.

f The Fragment of Sar.chonialho^s Fhccnicinn Hijlory. Eufebias and Bifhop Cumbeiland have

already obferved, that the formation of the world is there attributed to the blind powers of

matter, without the lead mention of an intelligent caufe.

X Orpheus's Hymn to Mufit,-, quoted by Juftin Martyr, and feveral other fathers, but re-

jefted as fpurious by Cudvvorth (Intelleftual Syilem, p. 30c,) by Leclerc (Hilh E:cl. p. 692),
and by Dr. Jortin (Remarks on Ecclefiaftical Hift. vol. i. p. 199). The firft of thefe, the

immortal CuJivorih, is often celebrated by the Bidiop of Gloucefter ; Leclerc's litf rary charac-

ter is eftabliOied ; and with refpeft to Dr. Jortin, I will venture to call him a learned and mode-
late critic. The few who may not choofe to confefs, that their objeftions are ananfwerable,

will allow that they deferve to be anfwered.

2 Tills.
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This rule feems to have been diilated by nature and experience, and is very

dilferent from thole chains in which genius has been bound by artificial ciiti-

ciim. I'l'.e impoitance I ipealv of, is not indeed always dependant on the

rank or names of the perfonages. Columbus, exploring a new world with

t!uee Hoops and ninety failors, is a hero worthy of the epic mufe } yet our

imagination would be much more ftrongly affefted by the image of a virtuous

prince fared from tlie ruins of his country, and conducling his faithful fol-

lowers throiigh unknown feas and through hoftile lands. Such is the hero of

the ^ncid. But liis peculiar fituation fuggefted other beauties to the Poet,

who had an opportunity of adorning his fubjeift with whatever was molt

pleaung in Grecian fable, or moft ilkftrious in Roman hiltory. iEneas had

fought under the walls of Ilium ; and conducled to the banks of the Tyber

' a colony from which Rome claimed her origin.

The charader of the hero is exprefied by one ©f his friends in a few

words ; and, thaugh drawn by a friend, does not feem to be flattered ;

Rex erat yEneas nobis ; quojuftior alter

Nee psialefuit-i ntc bello tnajor y arm'is *.

Thefe three virtues, of j.ustice, of piety, of valor, are finely fupported

throughout the poem f-

I. I fliall here mention one inftance of the hero's juftice, which has been

lefs noticed than its fingularity feems to defcrve.

After Evander had entertained his guefts, with a fubllme fimplicity, he

lamented, that his age and want of power made him a very ufelefs ally.

However, he points out auxiliaries, and a €aufe worthy of a hero. The

Etrufcans, tired out with tlie repeated tyrannies of Mezentius, had driven

that monarch from, his throne, and reduced him to implore the proteftion of

Turnus. Unfatisfied with freedom, the Etrufcans called loudly for revenge ;

5nd, in the Poet's opinion, revenge was juftice.

JErgo cmnis (urnsfurrexit £/ran'^ juftis

:

Regem ati fupplicium frtejenti Marte repofcunt '\,,

i
• ^neid, i. 548. Z

'

f M. de Voltaire condemns the latter part of the jEneid, as far inferior in fire and fpirit to 1

the former. As quoted in the Legation, he thinks that Virgil

s^epuiji a-vec Diion et rate a la Jin La'vinie ;

a pretty odd quotation for a Bi(hop ; but I moft fincerely hope, that neither his lordfhip nor

lJ[xi. W- ^n are acquainted with the true Hieaning of the word rater,

I .(Eneid, viij. 495.
/Enea?;



SIXTH BOOK OF THE ^NEID. S°}

JEneas, with the approbation of gods and men, accepts the coninund of

thefe brave rebels, and piiniflies the tyrant with the death lie fo well dcfcrvcd-

The conduift of Apneas and the Etrufcans may, in point of jufticc, feem

doubtful to many ; the fcntiments of the Poet cannor appear equivocal to any

one. Milton himfclf, I mean the Milton of the commonweahh, could net

have aflcrted with more energy the daring pretenfions of the people, to pu •

nilh as well as to refift a tyrant. Such opinions,^ publifhed by a writer whom

we are taught to confider as the creature of Augullus, have a right to fur-

prize us ; yet they are ilrongly cxprefTive of the temper of the times ; the

republic was fubverted, but the minds of the Romans were ftill republican.

2. -iEneas's piety has been more generally confefled than admired. St,

Evremond laughs at ir, as unfuitable to his own temper. The Bifhop of

Gloucefter defends it, as agreeable to his own fyftem of the lawgiver's religion.

The French wit was too fuperficial, the Enghfli fchobr too profound, to at-

tend to the plain narration of the Poet, and the peculiar cucumftances of an-

cient heroes. We believe from faith and reafon : they believed from the

report of their fenfes. JEhcas had feen the Grecian divinities overturning

the foundations of fated Troy. He was perfonally acquainted with his

mother Venus, and with his perfecutor Juno. Mercury, who commanded

him to leave Carthage, was as prefent to his eyes as Dido, who ftrovc to de-

tain him. Such a knowledge of religion, founded on fenfe and experience,

mud infinuate itfelf into every inftanr of our lives, and determine every,

adion. All this is, indeed, fiflion j but it is ticlion in which we choofc to

acquiefce, and which we juftly confider as the charm of poetry. If we al-

low, that TEneas lived in an intimate commerce with fuperior beings, we

muft likewife allow his love or his fear, his confidence or his gratitude, to-

wards thofe beings, to difplay themfelves on every proper occafion. Far

from thinking iEneas too pious, I am fometimes furprized at his want of

faith. Forgetful of the fates, which had fo often and fo clearly pointed out

the deftined Ibores of Latium, he deliberates, whether he fhall not fit down

quietly in the fields of Sicily. An apparition of his father is necelliiry to di-

vert him from this impious and ungenerous defign.

3. A hero's valour will not bear the rude breath of fufjiicion ; yet has the

courage of j'Eneas fuffcred from an unguarded expreflion of the Poet -.

Extempio -^neaJolvu.iturfrigore membra ;

Jngemit *.

* J£ne\i, i. 96.

On
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On every other occafion the Trojan chief is daring without rafhnefs, and pru-

dent without timidity. In that dreadful night, when Troy was delivered up

to her hoftile gods, he performed every duty of a foldier, a patriot, and a

fon.

—— Moriamur, et in media arma riiamus.

Unajalus viSiis, nullamJperare Jalntem *.

lUaci cinercs, etflamma extrema meorumy

'Tejiory in occafu veftro, nee tela, nee ullas

Vitavijfe vices Danaihn ; et, fifata fuijeut

Ut caderem, meruijje manu \.

To quote other proofs of the fame nature, would be to copy the fix lall

books of the iEneid. I cannot, however, forbear mentioning the calm and

fuperior intrepidity of the hero, when, after the perfidy of the Rutuli, and

his wound, he rufhed again to the field, and reftored vidory by his prefencc

alone.

Ipje neque averjos dignaturJlernere morti -,

Nee pede congrejjos aquo, nee tela ferentes

Injequitur : Jolum denfa in caligine Turnum

Vejligat luftrans, Jolum in certamina pofcit J.

At length, indignant that his viflim has efcaped, his contempt gives way ta

fury :

Jam tandem invadit tnedios, (s? MarteJecundo

'Terribilis, Jevam nulla difcrimine eadem

Stijcitat, irarumque omnes effundit habenas j|.

The heroic charafter of ^neas has been underftood and admired by every

attentive reader. But to difcover the lawgiver in iEneas, and a system

OF POLITICS in the ^neid, required the critical telescope § of the great

• ^neid, ii. 353. f Idem, ii. 431. \ Idem, xii. 464. ||
Idem, xii. 497,

§ Others are furniftied by criticifm with a tele/cope. They fee with great clearnefs whatever

is too remote to be difcoveredby the reft of mankind; but are totally blind to all that lies im-

mediately before them. They difcover in every paffage fome fecret meaning, fome remote al-

iufion, fome artful allegory, or fome occult imitation, which no other reader ever fufpeded

but they have no perception of the cogency of arguments, the contexture of narration, the va-

rious colours of didlion, or the flowery embellithments of fancy. Of all that engages the at-

tention of others they are totally infenfible ; while they pry into the worlds of conjedlure, and

amufe themfelves with phantoms in the clouds. Ramblf.

W n.

/
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W——— n. The naked eye of common fenfe cannot reach fo far. I re-

volve in my memory the harmonious fenfe of Virgif : Virgil feems as igno-

rant as myfelf of his political charafler. I return to the lefs pleafing pages

of the Legation : fo far from condefcending to proofs, the Author of the

Legation is even fparing of conjeftures.

" Many political inftrudlions may be drawn from the ^^neid." And from

what book which treats of man, and the adventures of human life, may they

not be drawn ? His lordfhip's chymiftry (did his hypothefis require it) would

extrafk a system of policy from the Arabian Nights Entertain-

ments.

" A fyftem of policy delivered in the example of a great prince, muft-

" fliew him in every public occurrence of life. Hence, JEntzs was of ne-

*' ceffity to be found voyaging, with Ulyffes, and fighting, with Achilles *:"

There is another public occurrence, at leaft as much in the charafter of a

lawgiver, as either voyaging or fighting; I mean giving laws. Except

in a fingle line f, ^neas never appears in that occupation. In Sicily, he

compliments Acelles with the honour of giving laws to the colony, which he

himfelf had founded

:

Interea Mneas urbem defignat aratro,

Sortiturque domos : hoc Ilium, i£ h.ec loca Troj^

EJfeJubet. Gaudet regno Trojanus Aceftes,

Indicitqueforum, ^ patribus datjura vocatis ^.

In the folemn treaty, which is to fix the fate of his pofterity, he difclaims any

defign of innovating the laws of Latium. On the contrary, he only de-

mands a hofpitable feat for his gods and his Trojansi and profefTes to leave

the whole authority to king Latinus

:

Non ego, }iec Teucris Italos parerejubebo.

Nee mihi regna feto : paribusfe legibus ambte

InviSfa gentes aterna in fcedera mittant.

Sacra decfque dabo : Jocer arma Latinus habelo,

ImperiumJolemnejocer : mihi mcenia Teucri

Conjlituent, urbique dabit Lavinia nomen §,

* D. L. vol. i. p. 212.
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" But, after all, is not the fable of the ^neid the eftablifliment of an em-
" pire ?" Yes, in one fcnfe, I grant it is. ^neas had many external diffi-

culties to ftruggle with. When the Latins were defeated, Turnus flain, and

Juno appeafed, thefe difficulties were removed. The hero's labour was

over, the lawgiver's commenced from that moment ; and, as if Virgil had a

defign againft the bifhop's fyftem, at that very moment the ^Eneid ends.

Virgil, who corredted'with judgment and felt with enthufiafm, thought

perhaps, that the fober arts of peace could never interefl: a reader, whofe

mind had been fo long agitated with fcenes of diftrefs and Daughter. He
might perhaps fay, like the Sylla of Montefquieu, " J'aime a remporterdes

" vidoires, a fonder ou detruire des etats, a faire des ligues, a punir im

" ufurpateur ; mais pour ces minces details de gouvernement, ou les genics

" mediocres ont tant d'avantages, cette lente execution des loix, cette difci-

" pline d'une milice tranquille, mon ame ne f^auroit s'en occuper *."

Had Virgil defigned to compofe a political institute, the example of

Fenelon, his elegant imitator, may give us fome notion of the manner in

which he would have proceeded. The preceptor of the Duke of Bur-

gundy profefledly defigned to educate a prince for the happinefs of the

people. Every incident in his pleafing romance is fubfervient to that great

end. The goddefs of wifdom, in a human fhape, conducts her pupil through

a varied feries of inftruftive adventure ; and every adventure is a leflbn or a

warning for Telemachus. The pride of Sefoflris, the tyranny of Pygmalion,

the perfidy of Adraftus, and the imprudence ofldomeneus, are difplayed in

their true light. . The innocence of the inhabitants of Boetica, the com-

merce of Tyre, and the wife laws of Crete and Salentum, inftruftcd the

prince of the various means by which a people may be made happy. From

the Telemachus of Fenelon, I could pafs with plcafure to the Cyropoediaof

Xenophon. But I fhould be led too far from my fubjeft, were I to attempt

to lay open the true nature and defign of that philofophieal hiftory. We muil

return from Fenelon and Xenophon to the Bifliop of Gloucefter.

His lordfhip props the Icgiflative charafter of ^neas with an additional

fupport : " Auguftus, who was fliadowed in the perfon of ^neas, was initi-

" ated into the Eleufinian myfteries f. Ergo, ^c." This doftrine of types

and fhadows, though true in general, has on this, as well as on graver occa-

fions, produced a great abufe of reafon, or at leaft of reafonlng. To con-

* Oeuvres de Montefquieu, torn. iii. p. 555. f D. L. vol. i. p. 228.

5 fine
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fine myfelf to Virgil, I fhail only fay, that he was too judicious to compli-

ment the Emperor, at the expence of good fenfe and probability. Every

age has its manners ; and the poet muft fuit his hero to the age, and not

the age to his hero. It is eafy to give inftances of this truth. Marc An-

tony, when defeated and befieged in Alexandria, challenged his competitor

to decide their quarrel by a fingle combat. This was rejeftcd by Au-
guftus with contempt and derifion, as the laft effort of a defperate man *

;

and the world applauded the prudence of Auguftus, who preferred the part

of a general to that ofa gladiator. The temper and good fenfe of Virgil muft

have made him view things in the fame light; yet, when Virgil introduces

^neas in fimilar circumftanccs, he gives him a quite different condufV.

The hero willies to fpare the innocent people, provokes Turnus to a fingle

combat, and, even after the perfidy and laft defeat of the Rutuli, is ftill

ready to rifk his perfon and viftory, againft the unhappy life and defperate

fortunes of his rival. The laws of honour are different in different ages ; and

a behaviour which in Auguftus was decent, would have covered ZEneas with

infamy.

We may apply this obfervation to the very cafe of the Eleufinian myfteries.

Auguftus was initiated into them, at a time when Eleufis was become the

COMMON TEMPLE OF THE UNIVERSE. The Trojan hero could not, with

the fmalleft propriety, fet him that example ; as the Trojan hero lived in an

age when thofe rites were confined to the natives of Greece, and even of

Attica f,

I have now wandered through the fcientific maze in which the Bifhop of

Gloucefter has concealed his firft and general argument. It appears (when

rcfumed) to amount to this irrefragable demonftration, "That if the
*' mysteries WERE INSTITUTED BY LEGISLATORS, (which they probably

" were not,) ^neas (who was no legiflator) must of course be ini-

" tiated into them by the poet."

And here I fhall mention a collateral reafon afTigned by his lordfhip,

which might engage Virgil to introduce a defcription of the myfteries : the

practice of other poets. This proof is fo exceedingly brittle, that I

•Plutarch, in Vit. M, Anton, tom.i. 950. edit. Wecliel.

f Plutarch, in Vit. Thefei, torn. i. p. 16. Herodot. viii. 65. Cicero de Nat. Deor. i, 42.

The gradation of Athenians, Greeks, and mankind at large, may be traced in thefe

paiTages.

;} r 1 fear
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fear to handle it ; and fliall report it faithfully in the words of our ingeni6us

critic * :

" Had the old poem under the name of Orpheus been now extant, it

" would perhaps have fhewn uS, that no more was meant than Orpheus's

" initiation; and that the hint of this Sixth Book was taken from thence."

As nothing now remains of that old poem, except the title, it is not al-

together fo eafy to guefs what it would or would not have fhewn us.

" But farther, it was cuftomary for the poets of the Auguftan age to

" exercife themfelves on the fubjeft of the myfteries, as appears from

" Cicero, who defires Atticus, then at Athens, and initiated, to fend to

" ChiliuSj a poet of eminence, an account of the Eleufinian myfteries -, m
" order, as it fhould feem, to infert them in fome poem he was then

" writing."

The Eleufinian myfteries are not mentioned in the original paflage.

Cicero ufing the obfcure brevity of familiar letters, defires that Atticus

would fend their friend Chilius, ETMOAniAHN HATPIAf, which may fignify

twenty different things, relative either to the worftiip of Ceres in particu-

lar, or to the Athenian inftitutions in general j but which can hardly be ap-

plied to the Eleufinian myfteries J,

" Thus it appears that bath the ancient and modern poets afforded Virgil

" a pattern for this famous epifode."

How does this appear ? From an old poem, of whofe contents the critic

is totally ignorant, and from an obfcure paflage, the meaning of which he

has moft probably miftaken.

Inftead of conjefturing what Virgil might or ought to do, it would feem

far more natural to examine what he has done. The Bifhop of Gloucefter

attempts to prove, that the defcent to hell is properly an initiation ; fince the

• D. L. vol. i. p. 233.

f Chilius te rogat, et ego ejus rogatu ; EUf(,oX7riJ:Jv7r»Tfiz. Cicero ad Atiic. 1.9.

J As the B. of G. alleges the authority of Viftorius, I fhall fhelter myfelf under the

names and reafons of Groevius and the Abbe Mongauk, and even tranfcribe the words of

the former. " Non eft ut hie intelligantur ritus illi fecretiores, qui tantum niyllis noti erant,

" et fine capitis periculo vulga.-i non poterant, fed ilia facra et ceremoniae, quibus in Eleufi-

" nils celebrandis utebantur in omnium oculis Eumolpida: ; quafque poeta; et prifci fcriptores

" alii comjnemorant paflim : aut forte per Eumolpidas intelligic teiSie ipfos Athenienfcs : ut pe-

" tieiit Chilius, Athenienfium leges et difcipllnam fibi defcribj et mitti."

4 Sixth



SIXTH BOOK OF THE ^NEID. 509

Sixth Book of the Mne'id really contains the fecret doftrine as well as the

ceremonies of the Eleufinian myfteries.

What was this secret doctrine ? As I profefs my ignorance, we mufl

confult the oracle. " The fecret do£lrine of the myrtcries revealed to the

*' initiated, that Jupiter . . . and the whole rabble of licentious

*' DEIFIES, WERE ONLY DEAD MORTALS *." Is any thing like this laid open

in the Sixth Book of Virgil ? Not the remoteft hint of it can be difcovered

throughout the whole book ; and thus, to ufe his Lordfhip's own words,

SOMETHING (I had almoft written every thing) is ftill wanting " to

« complete the identification f."

Notwithftanding this difappointment, which is cautioufly concealed from

the reader, the learned Bifhop ftill courfes round the Elyfian Fields in queft

of a fecret. Once he is fo lucky as to find ^neas talking with the poet

Mufseus, whom tradition has reckoned among the founders of the Eleufinian

-myfteries. The critic liftens to their converfation ; but, alas ! ^neas is

only enquiring, in what part of the garden he may find his father's fhade

;

to which Mufjeus returns a very polite anfwer. Anchifes himfelf is our lad

hope. As that venerable fhade explains to his fon fome myfterious doc-

trines, concerning the univerfal mind and the tranfmigration of fouls, his

lordfliip is pleafed to affure us, that thefe are the hidden doctrines of

perfection revealed only to the initiated. Let us for a moment lay afide

hypothefis, and read Virgil.

It is obfervable, that the three great poets of Rome were all addifted to

the Epicurean philofophy ; a fyftem, however, the leaft fuited to a poet;

fince it banifhes all the genial and aftive powers of nature, to fubftitute in

their room a dreary void, blind atoms, and indolent gods. A defcription

of the infernal fhades was incompatible with the ideas of a philofopher

whofe difcioles boafted, that he had refcued the captive world from the ty-

ranny of religion, and the fear of a future ftate. Thefe ideas Virgil was

obliged to rejeft : but he does ftill more j he abandons not only the

chance of Epicurus, but even thefe gods, whom he fo nobly employs in

the reft of his poem, that he may offer to the reader's imagination afar more

fpecious and fplendid let of ideas :

Principio aelum, ac terrcs, campofque Uquentes^

Lucentemqiie glchum lu/i^e, 'Titatiiaque aftra

Spiritus inttis alit, totarnqiie infufa per artus

Mens agilai mclcm, et tnagnoje corpore mijcet J.

• D. L. vol. i. p. 154. t l^^^y P-277- J ..Dneid, vi. 724.

The

/^
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The more we examine thefe lines, the more we (hall feel the fubllme poetry

«f them. But they have likewife an air ofphilofophy, and even of religion,

which goes off on a nearer approach. The mind which is infused* into

the feveral parts of matter, and which mingles itself with the mighty

mafs, fcarcely retains any property of a fpiritual fubftance ; and bears too near

an affinity to the principles, which the impious Spinoza revived rather than

invented.

I am not infenfible, that we fhould be flow to fufpeft, and ftill flower to

condemn. The poverty of human language, and the obfcurity of human

ideas, make it difficult to fpeak worthily of the great First Cause.

Our moft religious poets, in ftriving to exprefs the prefence and energy of

the Deity, in every part of the univerfe, deviate unwarily into images,

which are fcarcely diftinguifhed from materialifm. Thus our Ethic Poet

:

" All are but parts of one ftupendous whole,

" Whofe body Nature is, and God the foul f ;"

and feveral paffages of Thomfon require a like favourable conftruiStion.

But thefe writers deferve that favour, by the fublime manner in which they

celebrate the great Father of the Univerfe, and by thofe efFufions of love

and gratitude, which are inconfiftent with the materialift's fyftem. Virgil

has nofuch claim to our indulgence. The Mind of the universe is rather

a metaphyfical than a theological being. His inteHeclual qualities are faintly

diftinguifhed from the powers of matter, and his moral attributes, the

fource of all religious worfhip, form no part of Virgil's creed.

Yet is this creed approved J by our orthodox prelate, as free from any

mixture of Spinozifm. I congratulate his lordlhip on his indulgent and mo-

derate temper. His brethren (I mean thofe of former times) had much

Iharper eyes for fpying out a latent herefy. Yet I cannot eafily perfuade

myfelf, that Virgil's notions were ever the creed of a religious fociety, like

that of the myfteries. Luckily, indeed, I have no occafion to perfuade

myfelf of it ; unlefs I fhould prefer his lordfhip's mere authority to the

voice of antiquity, which allures me, that this fyftem was either invented or

imported into Greece by Pythagoras j from the writings of whofe difciples

Virgil might fo very naturally borrow it.

• Quomodo porro Deas ifte fi nihil effet nifi animus, aut infixus aut infufus eflet in mundo.

Cicero de Naturd Dear. L. i. C. Ii;

f Pope's Eflay on Man, epiftle i. ver. 267. % D. L. vol, i. p. 278.

Anehifes
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Anehifes then proceeds to inform his fon, that the fouls both of men and

of animals were of celeftial origin, and (as I underftand him) parts of the

univerfal mind ; but that by their union with earthly bodies they contrafted

fuch Impurities as even death could not purge away. Many expiations, con-

tinues the venerable fhade, are requifite, before the foul, reftored to its

original fimplicity, is capable of a place in Elyfium. The far greater- pari

are obliged to revifit the upper world, in other characters and in other bo-

dies ; and thus, by gradual fteps, to reafcend towards their firft perfeftion.

This moral tranfmigration was undoubtedly taught in the myfteries. As
the Bifhop aflerts this from the beft authority, we are furprized at a fort of

diffidence, unufual to his lordOiip, when he advances things from his own
intuitive knowledge. In one place, this tranfmigration is part of the hidden

doflrine of perfedion *
; in another, it is one of thofe principles which were-

promifcuoufly communicated to all f . The truth feems to be, that his lord-

fliip was afraid to rank among the fecrets of the myfteries, what was pro-

feffed and believed by fo many nations and philofophers. The pre-exiftence

of the human foul is a very natural idea ; and from that idea (peculations and

fables of its fucceffive revolution through various bodies will arife. From

Japan to Egypt, the tranfmigration has been part of the popular and reli-

gious creed J. Pythagoras § and Plato
||

have endeavoured to demonflrate

the truth of it, by facts, as well as by arguments.

Of all thefe vifions (which fhould have been confined' to the poets) none

is more pleafing and fublime, than, that which Virgil has invented. JEncas

fees before him his pofterity, the heroes of ancient Rome j a long feries o£

airy forms

" Demanding life, impatient for the iTcies,"

and prepared to afTume, with their new bodies, the litde pafllons and traa-

fient glories of their deftined lives.

Having ^ thus revealed the fecret dodrine of the myfteries, the learned

Prelate examines the ceremonies. With theaffiftance of Meurfius**, he pours

out a torrent of erudition to convince us, that the fcenes through which-

• D. L. vol.i. p. 279. -f
Idem, p. 142.

J See our modern relations of Japan, China, India, &c. and for Egypt, Herodotus, L.ii.

§ Ovid. Metamorph. xv. 69, &c. 158, Sec,

Ij
Plato in Phaedroand in Republic. L. x.

fl I (hall mention here, once for all, that I do not alwayj confine royfclf to the order of

his lordfhip's PROOFS.

•* Meurlli Eleufinja, five de Ccreris Eleu/in« facro.

^Dep.s
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^neas pafled in his defcent to the fhades, were the fame as were repreferiL

to the afpirants in the celebration of the Eleufinian myfteries. From thence

his lordfliip draws his great conclufion, that the defcent is no more than an

emblem of the hero's initiation.

A ftaunch polemic will feed a difpute, by dwelling on every acceflary cir-

cumilance, whilft a candid critic will confine himfelf to the more efiential

points of it. I fliall, therefore, readily allow, what I believe may in ge-

neral be true, that the myfteries exhibited a theatrical reprefentation -.f all

thar was believed or imagined of the lower world j that the afpirant was con-

duced through the mimic fcenes of Erebus, Tartarus, and Elyfium ; and

. that a warm enthufiaft, in defcribing thefe awful fpedVacles, might exprefs

himfelf as if he had adtually vifited the infernal regions *. All this I can

allow, and yet allow nothing to the Bifliop of Gloucefter's hypothefis. It is

not furprizing that the copy was like the original j but it ftill remains un-

determined, WHETHER Virgil intended to describe the original or

THE copy.

Lear and Garrick, when on the ftage, are the fame ; nor is it pofTible to

diftinguifh the player from the monarch. In the greeh-room, or after the

reprefentation, we eafily perceive, what the warmth of tancy and the juftneft

of imitation had concealed from us. In the fame manner it is from extrin-

fical circumftances, that we may expeft the difcovery of Virgil's allegory.

Every one of thofe circumftances perfuades me, that Virgil defcribtd a real,

not a mimic world, and that the fcene lay in the infernal lliades, and not in

the temple of Ceres.

The Angularity of the Cumoean ftiores muft be prefent to every traveller

who has once feen them. To a fuperftitious mind, the thin cruft, vaft ca-

vities, fulphureous fteams, poifonous exhalations, and fiery torrents, may

feem to trace out the narrow confine of the two worlds. The lake Avernus

was the chief objedl of religious horror; the black woods which fiirrounded

it, when Virgil firftcame to Naples, were perfedHy fuited to feed the wper-

ftition of the people f . It was generally believed, that this deadly flood

was the entrance of hell J; and an oracle was once eftabhlhed on its banks,

which pretended, by magic rites, to call up the departed fpirits §. ^ncas,

who revolved a more daring enterprife, addreffes himfelf to the prieftefs of

• See D. L. vol. i. particularly p. 280, t Strabo, L. v. p. i'^8.

J Silius Italicus, L.xii. § DIod. Sicul. L. iv. p.267. edit. Wefleling.

thofe
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thofe tlark regions. Their converfation may perhaps inform us, whether an

•ioitiation, or a defcent to the fliades, was the objed of this enterprize.

She endeavours to deter the hero, by fctting before him all the dangers of

his rafli undertaking

:

'-—Facilis defcenfus Averni

:

"NoEles atque dies patct atrijanua Diiis ;

Sed revocAre gradum, Jupera/que evadere ad auras.

Hoc opus, hli labor eft
*.

Thefe particulars are abfolutely irreconclleable with the idea of initiation,

but perfectly agreeable to that of a real defcent. That every ftep, and

every inftant, may lead us to the grave Is a melancholy truth. The myfte-

rles were only open at ftated times, a few days at mofl: in the courfe of the

year. The mimic defcent of the myfteries was laborious and dangerous, the

return to light eafy and certain. In real death, this order is inverted :

—Pauci, quos aquus amavit

fupiter, aut ard^ns evexit tid athera virtus,

Diis geniti, potuere |.

Thefe heroes, as we learn from the fpeech of ^Eneas, were Hercules,

Orpheus, Caftor and Pollux, Thefeus, and Pirithous. Of all thele, anti-

quity believed, that before their death they had feen the habitations of the

dead ; nor, indeed, will any of the circumftances tally with a fuppofed ini-

tiation. The adventure of Eurydice, the alternate life of the brothers,

and the forcible intrufion of Alcides, Thefeus, and Pirithous, would mock

the endeavours of the mofl fubtle critic, who fhould try to melt them down

into his favourite myfteries. The exploits of Hercules, who triumphed

over the king of terrors,

Tartareum tile manu ciijiodem in vincla petivit,

Ipfins a folio regis traxitque trementem \ ;

was a v/ild imagination of the Greeks §. But it was the duty of antient

poets to adopt and embellifh thefe popular traditions ; and it is the intercft

of every man of tafte, toacquiefce in their poetical fictions.

• j^neid, vi. 126. •}• Idem, vi. 129. % Idcni, vi. 395.

§ Homer, Odyflf. L. xi. ver, 623. Apoll. Biblioth. L, ii. c. j =

VOL. II. 3 u After
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After this, we may leave ingenious men to fearch out what, or whether

any thing gave rife to thofe idle ftories. Diodorus Siculus reprefcnts Pluto
'

as a kind of undertaker, who made great improvements in the ufeful art of

funerals *. Some have fought for the poetic hell in the mines of Epirus f

,

and others in the myfteries of Egypt. As this laft notion was publifhed in

French J, fix years before it was invented in Englifh §, the learned author

of the D. L. has been feverely treated by fome ungenerous adverfaries ||.

Appearances, it muft be confefled, wear a very fufpicious afped : but what

are appearances, when weighed againft his lordfhip's declaration, " That

" this is a point of honour in which he is particularly delicate ; and that he

" may venture to boaft, that he believes no author was ever more averle to

" take to himfelf what belonged to another 5[." Befides, he has enriched

this myfterious difcovery with many collateral arguments, which would for

ever have efcaped all inferior critics. In the cafe of Hercules, for inftancci

he demonftrates, that the initiation and the defcent to the (hades were the

fame thing, becaufe an antient has affirmed that they were different** j and

that Alcides was initiated at Eleufis, before he fet out for Tasnarus, in order

to defcend to the infernal regions.

There is, however, a fingle circumftance, in the narration of Virgil,

which has juftly furprized critics, unacquainted with any but the obvious

fenfe of the poet j I mean the ivory gate. The Bifhop of Glouceftcr

feizes this, as the fecret mark of allegory, and becomes eloquent in the ex-

ultation of triumph j-f . I could, however, reprefent to him, that in a

work which was deprived of the author's laft revifion, Virgil might too

haftily employ what Homer had invented, and at laft unwarily Aide into an

Epicurean idea %X. Let this be as it may, an obfcure expreflion is a weak

• Diodor. Sicul. L. v. p. 386. Edit. Weffeling.

f Leclerc Biblioth. Univerfelle, torn. vi. p. 55.

X By the Abbe Teraflbn, in his philofophical romance of Sethos, printed at Amfterdam ia

the year 1732. See the third book, from beginning to end. The author was a fcholar and a

philofopher. His book has far more variety and originality than T«lemachus. Yet Sethos is

forgotten, and Telemachus will be immortal. Tliat harmony of ftyle, and the great talent of

fpeaking to the heart and paflions, which Fenelon pofleffed, was unknown to TerafTon. I am
not furprized that Homer was admired by the one, and criticized by the other.

§ See D. L. vol. I. p. 228, &c. The firft edition was printed in London, in the yeat

II
Cowper's Life of Socrates, p. 102.

Q Letter from a late profeflbr of Oxford, &c. p. 133.

•* D. L. vol.IJI. p. 277. It Idem, vol.1, p. 229. %% Idem, vol. I. p. 28.5.

bafis
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bafis for an elaborate fyftem ; and whatever his lordfhip may chufe to do, 1

had much rather reproach my favourite poet witli want of care in one line,

than with want of tafte throughout a whole book *.

Virgil has borrowed, as ufual, from Homer his epifode of the infernal

fhades, and, as ufual, has infinitely improved what the Grecian had invent-

ed. If, among a profufion of beauties, I durft venture to point out the moft

ftriking beauties of the Sixth Book, I Ihould perhaps obferve, i. That after

accompanying the hero through the filent realms of night and chaos, we

fee with aftonifhment and pleafure a new creation burfting upon us j 2, That

we examine, with a delight which fprings from the love of virtue, the jufl:

empire of Minos ; in which the apparent irregularities of the prefent fyftem

are correfted ; and where the patriot who died for his country is happy, and

the tyrant who opprefled it is miferable. 3. As we intereft ourfelves in the

hero's fortunes, we fhare his feelings : the melancholy Palinurus, the

wretched Deiphobus, the indignant Dido ; the Grecian kings who tremble

at his prefence, and tlie venerable Anchifes who embraces his pious fon,

and difplays to his fight the future glories of his race j all thefe objeds afFeft

us with a variety of pleafing fenfations.

Let us for a moment obey the mandate of our great critic, and confider

thefe awful fcenes as a mimic fhew, exhibited in the temple of Ceres, by

the contrivance of the prieft, or, if he pleafes, of the legiflator. What-

ever was animated (I appeal to every reader of tafte), whatever was terrible,

or whatever was pathetic, evaporates into lifelefs allegory :

——tenuem fine virihus umbram.

Dai inania verba,

Datfms menteJonum, grejfufque effingit euntis.

The end of phllofophy is truth; the end of poetry is pleafure. f

willingly adopt any interpretation which adds new beauties to the original j

I aflift in perfuading myfelf, that it is juft ; and could almoft fhew the fame

indulgence to the critic's as to the poet's fiftion. But fhould a grave doftor

• Horace feems to have ufed as unguarded an exprefllon :

Et adfcribi quietis

Ordinibus patiar deorum. Od. L. Hi. }.

The word and idea of ^ietus are perfeflly Epicurean ; but rather clalh with the aftive paf-

fions difplayed in the reft of Juno's fpeech.

His lordlhip (D. L. vol. II. p. 140.) accufes Virgil himfelf of a like inattention ; which,

with his ufual gentlenefs, he calls an ahfurdity.

3 u 2 lay
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lay out fourfcore pages in explaining away the fenfe and fplrit of Virgil, I

fhould have every inducement to believe> that Virgil's foul was very differ-

ent from the doftor's^

I have almoft exhaufted' my own, and probably my reader's patience,

whilft I have obfequioufly waited on his lordfhip, through the feveral ftages

of an intricate hypothefis. He muft now permit me to allege two very

firaple reafons, which perfuade me, that Virgil has not revealed the fecret of

the Eleufinian myfleries ; the firft is his ignorance, and the fecond hjs

DISCRETIOH.

I. As his lordfhip has rK>t made the fmalleft attempt to prove that Virgil

was himfelf initiated, it is plain that he fuppofed it, as a thing of courfe.

Had he any right to fuppofe it ? By no means : that ceremony might na-

turally enough finiih the education of a young Athenian j but a barbarian, a

Roman, would raoft probably pafs through life without direfting his devo-

tion to the foreign rites of Eleufis.

The philofophical fentiments of Virgil were flill more unlikely to infpire

him with that kind of devotion. It is well known that he was a determined

Epicurean *
j and a very natural antipathy fubfifted between the Epicureans

and the managers of the myfferies. The celebration opened with a folemn

excommunication of thofe Atheiflical philofophers, who were commanded

to retire, and to leave that holy place for pious believers f; the zeal of the

people was ready to enforce this admonition. I will not deny, that curiofity

might fometimes tempt an Epicurean to pry into thefe fecret rites -, and that

gratitude, fear, or other motives, might engage the Athenians to admit fo

irreHgious an afpirant.. Atticus was initiated at Eleufis j but Atticus was

the friend and benefador of Athens J, Thefe extraordinary exceptions may

be proved, but muft not be fuppofed.

Nay, more ; I am flrongly inclined to think that Virgil was never out of

Italy till the lafl year of his life. I am fenfible, that it is not eafy to prove a

negative propofition, more efpecially when the materials of our knowledge

are fo very few andfo very defedive § -, and yet by glancing our eye over the

feveral

• See the Life of Virgil by Donatus, the Sixth Eclogue, and the Second Georgic^ v. 490.

•}• Lucian in Alexandra, p. 489.

J Cornel. Nepos, in Vit. Attici, c. z, 3, 4.

§ The life of Virgil, attributed to Donatus, contains many charaSerrftic particulars ; but

which are loft in confufion, and difgraced with a mixture of abfurd ftories, fuch as none biu

i. monk
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fcveral periods of Virgil's life, we may perhaps attain a fort of probability,

which ought to have fome weight, fince nothing can be throv/n into the

oppofite fcale.

Although Virgil's father was hardly of a lower rank than Horace's, ycc

the peculiar charaiSber of the latter afforded his fon a much fuperior educa-

tion : Virgil did not enjoy the fame opportunities of obfeiving mankind on

the great theatre of Rome, or of purfuing phiiofophy, io her favourite

fnades of the academy.

Adjecere honiCpaulo plus artis Athenie :

Scilicet lit pojjem curvo digncjcere return,

.

Atque inter fthas academi quarere verum *.

The fphere of Virgil's education did not extend beyond Mantua, Cremona,

.

Milan, and Naples f

.

After, the accidents of civil war had Lntroduced Virgil to the knowledge

of the great, he pafled a few years at Rome, in a ftate of dependancc, the

JuvENu.M NoBiLiuM Cli£ns J. It was during that time that he compofed

his. Eclogues, the hafty produdions of a mufe capable of far greater things §.

By the liberality of Auguftus andJiis courtiers, Virgil foon became pof-

fefled of an affluent fortune ||. He compofed the Georgics and the ^neid

in his elegant villas of Campania and Sicily ; and feldom quitted thofe

pleafing retreats even to come to Rome ^.

After he had finifhed the iEneid, he refolved on a journey into Greece

and Afia, to employ three years in reviflng and perfefting that poem, and

to devote the remainder of his life to the ftudy of phiiofophy **. He was

at Athens, with Auguftus, in the fummer of AVC 7353 and whilft

Auguftus was at Athens, the Eleufinian myfteries were celebrated f f , It is

not

a monk of the darker ages couJd either invent or believe. I always confidered them as the in*

terpolations of fome more recent writer; and am confirmed in that, opinion by thelifeof Vir«

gil, pure from thofe additions which Mr. Spence lately publilhed, from a Florence MS. at the

beginning of Mr. HolJfworth's valuable obfervations on Virgil.

* Horat. L.ll. Ep; ii." ver; 43. + Donat. in Virgil.
'

t Horat. L. IV. Od.xii. § Don.it. in Virgil.

H Prope C««/i« 5<y?fr//««, about eighty thoufand pounds.

«f Donat in Virgil. *• Id. ibid.

tf They always began the fifteenth of the Attic month Boedromkm, and laded nine days.

Thofe who take the trouble of calculating the Athenian calendar, on the principles laid down

by Mr. DodwelJ (de Cyclis Antiquis) an4 by Dr. Halley, will find, that A V C. Varr. 735,
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not impofllble, that Virgil might then be initiated, as well as the Indian phl-

lofopher *
j but the ^neid could receive no improvement from his newly-

acquired knowledge. He was taken ill at Megara. The journey increaied

his diforder, and he expired at Brundufium, the twenty-fecond of Septem-

ber of the fame year 735 f-

Should it then appear probable, that Virgil had no opportunity of learn-

ing the SECRET of the niyfteries, it Will be fomething more than probable,

that he has not revealed what he never knew.

His Lordfhip will perhaps tell me, that Virgil might be initiated into the

Eleufinian myfteries without making a journey to Athens : fince thofe

myfteries had been brought to Rome long before J. Here indeed I Ihould

be apt to fufpedt fome miftake, or, at leaft, a want of precifion in his Lord-

fliip's ideas ; as Salmafius § and Cafaubon II, men tolerably verfed in anti-

quity, aflure me, that indeed fome Grecian ceremonies of Ceres had been

pradlifed at Rome from the earlieft ages ; but that the myfteries of Eleufis

were never introduced into that capital, either by the emperor Hadrian, or

by any other : and I am the more induced to believe, that thefe rites were

not imported in Virgil's time, as the accurate Suetonius fpeaks of an unfuc-

cefsful attempt for that purpofe, made by the emperor Claudius, above

threefcore years after Virgil's death %.

II. None but the initiated could reveal the fecret of the myfteries; and

THE INITIATED COULD NOT REVEAL IT, WITHOUT VIOLATING THE LAWS,

AS WELLOF HONOURASOF RELIGION. I finccrely acquit the Bidiop of Glouccf-

ter of any deftgn ; yet fo unfortunate is his fyftem, that it reprefents a moft

virtuous and elegant poet, as equally devoid of tafte, and of common

honefty.

His Lordfhip acknowledges, that the initiated were bound to fecrecy by the

moft folemn obligations **
; that Virgil was confcious of the imputed im-

piety of his defign ; that at Athens he never durft have ventured on it ; that

even at Rome fuch a difcovery was efteemed not only impious bat infa-

the 15th of Boedromion coincided with the 24th of Auguft of the Julian year. But if we may
believe Dion Caffius, the celebration was this year anticipated, on account of Auguftus and

the Indian philofopher. L. LIV. p. 739. edit. Reimar.

* Strabo, L.xv. p. 720. t Donat. in Virgil.

I D. L. vol. I. p. 118. § Salmafius ad Scriptoies Hiil. Aogufl. p. 55.

II Cafaubon ad Scriptor. Hift. Auguft. p. 25.

q Sueton. in Claud, c, 25. ** D.L. vol. I. p. 147.

2 MOUS

:
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Mous : and yet his Lordfhip maintains, that after the compliment ofa formal

apology.

Sit mihifas-, audita loqui *

.

Virgil lays open the whole secret of the myfteries under the thin veil of an

allegory, which could deceive none but the moft carelefs readers f

,

An apology ! an allegory ! Such artifices might perhaps have faved him

from the fentence of the Areopagus, had fome zealous or interefted pried

denounced him to that court, as guilty of publiHiing a blasphemous pobm.

But the laws of honour are more rigid, and yet more liberal than thofe of

civil tribunals. Senfe, not words, is confidered ; and guilt is aggravated,

not protefted, by artful evafions. Virgil would ftill have incurred the fevere

cenfure of a contemporary, who was himfelf a man of very little religion.

Vetabo, qui Cereris Jacrum

Vulgdrit arcana, Jub iijdem

Sit trabibus, fragikmque mecum

Solvat -phajelum \.

Nor can I eafily perfuade myfelf, that the ingenious mind of Virgil could

have deferved this excommunication.

Thefe lines belong to an ode of Horace, which has every merit, except

that of order. That death in our country's caufe is pleafant and honour-

able ; that virtue does not depend on the caprice of a popular eleftion; and

that the myfteries of Ceres ought not to be difclofed, are ideas which have

no apparent connection. The beautiful diforder of lyric poetry, is the

ufual apology made by profefled critics on thefe occafions

:

Sonjiyle impetueux, Jouvent marche an hazard;
""

Chez elk, un beau dejordre eft un effet de I'art § ;

An infufficient apology for the kw, who dare judge from their own feel-

ings. I fhall not deny, that the irregular notes of an untutored mufe have

fometimes delighted me. We can very feldom be difpleafed with the un-

conftrained workings of nature. But the liberty of an outlaw is very differ-

ent from that of a favage. It is a mighty difagreeable fight, to obferve a

lyric writer of tafte and reflexion ftriving to forget the laws of compofition,

• D. L. vol. I. p. 240. t Idem, p. 377. j Horat. L. III. Od. ii.

§ Boileau, Art Poetique, L. ii. v. 72,

disjointing



J.20
CRITICAL OBSERVATIONS ON THE

disjointing the order of iiis ideas, and working himfelf up into artificlaj

madnefs.

Ut cum ratione injaniat.

1 had once fucceeded (as I ttiought) in removing this defeat, by the help

ofan hypothefis which connected the feveral parts of Horace's ode widi each

orfier. My ideas appeared (I mean to myfelf) moft ingenioufly conceived.

I read the ode once more, and burnt my hypothefis. But to return to our

principal fubjeft.

The date of this ode may be of ufe to us ; and the date may be fixed

with tolerable certainty, from the mention of the Parthians, who are

defcribed as the enemies againft whom a brave youth fliould fignalize his

valor.

'Pa.nbos/ercces

Vexet eques inetuendus hafta, &cc.

Thofc who are ufed to the laboured happiness of all Horace's expref-

fions * will readily allow, that if the Parthians are mentioned rather than

the Britons or Cantabrians, the Gauls or the Dalmatians, it could be only

at a time when the Parthian war engaged the pubhc attention. This

refleftion confines us between the years of Rome 729 and 735. Of thefe

Xix years, that of 734 lus a fuperior claim to the compofition of tlie ode.

Julius Csefar was prevented by death from revenging the defeat of Craf-

ius f . This glorious tglk, unfuccefsfuUy attempted by Marc Antony J,

Teemed to be referved for the prudence and felicity of Auguftus j who be-

.came fole mafter of the Roman world in the year 724; but it was not till

the year 729, that, having clianged the civil adminiltration and pacified

the Weftern provinces, he had leifure to turn his views towards the Eaft.

From that time, Horace, in compliance with the public wifh, began to ani-

mate both prince and people to revenge the manes of CrafTus §. The

.cautious policy of Auguthis, ftill averfe to war, was at length roufcd in the

year 734, by fome difturbances in Armenia. He pafled ov«r into Afia,

• Curio/a Felicitas. The ingenious Dr. Warton has a very ftrong di^ike to this celebrated

tharaSer of Horace. I fufpsd that I am in the wrong, fince, in a point of criticifm, I differ

from Dr. Warton. I cannot, however, forbear thinking, that the expriffion iV/V/?^ .vhat Pe-

tronius willied to dcfcribe ; the happy union of fut;h eafe as feems the gift of fortune, with

"fuch jullnefs as can only be the refult of care and labour.

f Sueton.in Csefar, c. 44.

J Plut. in Vit. Anion. Julian in Cs-Hir, p. 324. edit. Spanheim.

§ Horat. LA. Od. ii. L. lil. Od- v. L. II. Serm. i. v. 15, ice.

I and
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tftid fent Uie young Tiberius with an army beyond the Euphrates..- Every

-

appearance promifed a.glorious war. - jBut the Parthian monarch, Phrahates, .

alarmed at the approach of the .Roman kgions, and diffident -Pf the fidelity of<

his""fubjefts, diverted the ftorm, by a timely and humble fubmiffion :

SM:

Jus, im-perimnq'ue Phrabates
Ctejaris accept genibtis minor *.

Casfar returned in triumph to Rome, with the Parthian hoftages, and thc^

Roman enfigns, which had been taken from Craflus.'

Thefe bufy fcenes, which engage the attention of contemporaries, are far

lefs interefting to pofterity, than the filent labours, "or even amufemcnts of a

man of genius.

——— Cajar dum magnus ad ahum '

Fulminat Eiiphraten FeJlo, viSforque volentes

'Per-populos da} jurti,viamque adfeSiat Olympo. - ;«c

*
'

Illo'Vtrgilmm me tempore dulcis alebat

^Mthenopgy ftudiisjkrentem ignobilis oti.

Whilft, Csfar, humbled.the Parthians, Virgil was cpjnpofing the ^nelU^. .

It,. is well known, that this noble poem occupied the author, without being

able to fatisfy him, during the twelve lafl: years of his life, from the year 72J .

to the year 735 f. The public, expeftation was foon raifed, and the modelt ,

Virgil was fometiraes obliged to gratify the impatient curiofity of his friends. '^

Sopn after the death of young Marcellus J, he recited the fecond, fourth,

and SIXTH books of the ^neid, in the prefence of Auguflus and 0<flavia|[.

He even fomctimes read parts of his work to more numerous companies

;

with a defire of obtaining their judgment, rather than their applaufe. In

this manner, Propertius feems to have heard the shieId of ^Eneas,' and

from that fpecimen he ventures to foretell the approaching birth of a poem,
'

which will furpafs the Iliad,

Atlia Virgiliura cuflodis litora Phxbi,
, ,

Ciefaris et fortes dicere pojfe rates.

*^ Horat. L. i. Epift. xii. Vail. Pater. L. ii. c. xciv. Tacit. Annal. L. ii. c. i. Sueton.""'"*

in'ftftav. c, xxi. and irv Tiber, c. xiv. JulVin, L. xlii. c. v: Dion Caflius,X.. liv. p. 756.

edit. Reimar. Jofeph. Ant. L. xv. c. v. Ovid.Faft.v. ver.55i,S:c.

f Donat. in Virgil.

X Marcellus died in the latter end of the year 731. Uferii AnnaUi, p. 555.

II
Donat. in Virgil.

VOI-. II. 3 X •^«*
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^{i nunc JEne^ Trojanijujcitat anna,

Jailaque Lavinis mcenia litorihus.

Cedite Rom anijcriptores, ceaite Graii,

Nefcio quidmajus najcitur Iliade *.

As a friend and as a critic, Horace was entitled to all Virgil's confidence, and

was probably acquainted with the whole progrefs of the ^neid, from the

firft rude fketch, which Virgil drew up in profe, to that harmonious poetry,

which the author alone thought unworthy of pofterity.

To refume my idea, which depended on this long dedu<flion of circum-

ftances ; when Horace compofed the fecond ode of his third book, the

jfLneid, and particularly the fixth book, were already known to the public.

The deteftation of the wretch who reveals the myfteries of Ceres, though

expreffed in general terms, muft be applied by all Rome to the author of the

fixth book of the ^neid. Can we ferioufly fuppofe, that Horace would

HAVE BRANDED WITH SUCH WANTON INFAMY, ONE OF THE MEN IN THE a

world WHOM HE LOVED AND HONOURED THE MOST f?

Nothing remains to fay, except that Horace was himfelf ignorant of his

friend's allegorical meaning, which the Bifhop of Gloucefter has fince re-

vealed to the world. It maybe fo \ yet, for my own part, I fhould be very

well fatisfied with underftanding Virgil no better than Horace did.

It is perhaps fome fuch foolifli fondnefs for antiquity, which inclines me to

doubt, whether the Bishop of Gloucester has really united the fevere

fcnfe of Aristotle with the fublime imagination of Longinus. Yet a ju-

dicious critic (who is now, I believe, Archdeacon of Gloucester) af-

fures the public, that his patron's mere amufements have done much

more than the joint labours of the two Grecians. I fhall conclude thefe

Obfervations with a remarkable paflage from the Archdeacon's De-

dication \ : "It was not enough, in your enlarged view of

" THINGS, to reftore either of thefe models (Aristotle or Longinus) to

" their original fplendor. They were both to be revived ; .or rather a

" NEW ORIGINAL PLAN OF CRITICISM tO bc ftruck OUtj WHICH SHOULD
" UNITE THE VIRTUES OF EACH OF THEM. This experiment was made on

" the two greateft of our own poets, (Shakfpeare and Pope,) and by re*

* Propcrt. L. ii. El. xxv. v. 66. .,

\ Horat. L. 1. Od. iii. L. 1. Serm. v. ver. 39, &c. vi

\ Seethe Dedication of Horace's Epiftle to Auguftuf,\vith an EngHfti commentary and notes.

3 " flcifting
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<^, fie<^ing all the lights of the imagination on the severest reason,

*f every thing was effected which the warmeft admirer of ancient art could

" promife himfelf from fuch a union. But you went farther : by

" joining to thefe powers a perfect insight into human nature; and

*' fo ennobling the exercife of literary, by the jufteft moral cenfure, you

" have now at length advanced criticism to its fvll glory."

POSTSCRIPT.
I was not ignorant, that fcveral years fince, the Rev. Dr. Jortin had fa-

vouied the Public with a Dissertation on the State of the Dead, as

described by Homer and Virgil*: but the book is now grown fo

fcarce, that I was not able to procure a fight of it till after thefe papers had

been already fent to the prefs. I found Dr. Jortin's performance, as I ex-

pected, moderate, learned, and critical. Among a variety of ingenious ob-

fervations, there are two or three which are very clofely connected with my
prefent fubjeft.

I had pafled over in filenceone argument of the Bilhop of Gloucefter, or

rather ofScarron and the Bifhop of Gloucefter i fince the former found die

remark, and the latter furnifhed the inference.

Difcite juft'itiam moniti^ iS non temnere divos,

cries the unfortunate Phlegyas. In the midft of his torments, he preaches

juftice and piety, like Ixion in Pindar. A very ufeful piece of advice, fays

the French buffoon, for thofe who were already damned to all eternity :

CetteJentence eft bonne et belle :

Mais en enfer, de quoiJert elle ?

From this judicious piece ofcriticifm his lordfhip argues, that Phlegyas was.,

preaching not to the dead, but to die living ; and that Virgil is only defcribing,

the mimic Tartarus, vvfhich was exhibircd at Eleufis for the inftruction of the,

', initiated.

. I fliall tranfcribe one or two of the realbnj, which Dr. Jortin condefcends

to oppofe to Scarron's cricicifm.

* Six DilTertations on different Subjeft, pnblifiied in a volume in o.flavo, in the year I7SS-

Uisthe SixihDiflertaiioD, p. 207—J24.

-5X2 "To
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" To preach to the damned, faj's he/ is labour in vain. And what if it

*' is ? It might bepart of his punifhment, to exhort himfelfand others, whern

.« exhortations were too late. This admonition, as far as it relates to himfclf

" and his companions in mifery, is to be looked upon not fo mucfi as an dd-

•.^'.jnonition ta meadj :-but as a bitter farcafm, and reproaching of paft ini-

" quities. '

- «''^"It is labour in vain. Butnn tht' poetical fyftewi, it'feems to have been

•*' the occupation of the d^jnned talabodr in V^ain, to catch at meat and drink

" that fltd from them, &c.

" His iriftfudion, like that of Ixion'ih Pindar, rnight'be for the ufe df
*' the living; -You will fay, how can that be? Surely nothing is more

y< eafy and intelligible. ' The miifes hear him-:—The mufes reveal it to the

** poet,- and the infpired poet reveals it to mankind. And fo much for

Phlegyas and MonficurScarron.'' '

It is prettily obferved by Dr. Jdrtin, " That Virgil, after having flione

out with full fplendor tlirough the fixth book, lets at laft in a cloud."

The ivoRV GATE puzzles every commentator, and grieves every lover of

?^'"irgil : yet itafJbrds nb advantages to theBifhop of Gloucefter. The ob-

jedlon preflcs'as hard bnthc notion of an initiation, as on that ofa real defcent

to the /hades. "The troublefome conclufion flill remains as it was -j and

f from the manner in Which the hero is difmifled after the ceremonies, we
" learn, that in thofe initiations, the rAachinery, and the Whold fiieW^ was (in

<< the Poet's opinion) a reprcfentation of things, which had no truth or

t' reality.

^^ Altera candentiferfe£fa nitens elephmto :

" SedTKhiA ad ccelum mittunt imouniA. manes.

"Dreams in general may be called vain and deceitful, /omnia vana, or

'yjomniafalfa, if you will, as they are oppofed to the rf<3/ objedls which

" prcfent therafelves to us when we are awake. But v/hcnfiil/e dreams are

*' oppofed to true ones, there the epithet fal/a has another meaning. True

% dreams reprefent what is real, and fliew what is true j falfe dreams repre-

**. fcnt tiding?, which are not, or whichare not true. Thus Homer and Vir-

^*. gil, and many other poets, and indeed the nature of the thing, diftinguifh

^ them." ,

^ /. : . , a, ... .

^JPr* Jprtirii though,with reluftance, acquiefces in the common opinion^

^^t-by fi:^.unlvicky linesj Virgil is deftroying the beautiful fyftcm, which ic

i--^:
• has
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• has coft hrm eight hundred to raife. He explains too this prepofterous con-

' du6b, by the ufual expedient of the Poet's epicureifm. I only differ from

him in attributing to hafte and indifcretion, what he confideri? as the refult

• ofdefign.

Another reafon, both new . and ingenious, is afligned by Dr. Jortin, for

Virgil explaining away his hero's defcent into an idle dream. " All com-
*' munication with the dead, the infernal powers, &c. belonged to tlie art

5' magic, and magic was held in abomination by the Romans." Yet if it was

held in abomination, it wasfuppofed to be real. A writer would not have

made his court to James the Firfl, by reprefenting the ftories of witchcraft as

the phantoms of an over-heated imagination.

Whilft I am writing, afadden thought occurs to me, which, rude and im-

pcrfeft as it. is, I fhall venture to throw out to the public. It is this. After

Virgil, in imitation of Homer, had defcribed the two gates of fleep, the

horn, and the ivory, he again takes up the firft in a different fenfe :

—— Qua veris facilis datur exitus umbRis.

The TRUE shades, ver^ uMBR^, were thofeairy forms which were conti-

nually fent to animate new bodies, fuch light and almoft immaterial natures

is could without difficulty pafs through a thin tranfparent fubflance. In this

new fenfe, ^neas and the Sybill, who were ftill encumbered with a load of

flefh, could not pretend to the prerogative of true shades. In their paf-

fage over Styx, they had almoft funk Charon's boat.

—— Gemuit/ub pondere cymba

Sutilis, et multam accept rimoja paludem^

Some other expedient was requifite for their return ; and fince the horn

gate would not afford them an eafy difmiffion, the other paflage, which was

adorned with poliQied ivory, was the only one that remained either for them,

or for the Poet.

By this explanation, we fave Virgil's judgment and religion, though I

muft own, at the expence of an uncommon harfhnefs and ambiguity of ex-

prdTion. .Let, it only be, remembered, that thofe, who- in defperate cafes

,conje£ture with modefty, have a right to be heard with indulgence.

5^5
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D I S S E R T 'A T I O N

- ON THE SUBJECT OF

r HOMME AU MASQUE DE E E Kl'

THE myfterious hiftory of the famous French prifoner, known by thcap-

pellation C)( l'Homme ait Majqiie de Fer, is related by M. Voltaire, In the

Siecle de Louis XIV., and in the ^(eftionsJur VEncyclofedie. That Writer,

the moft fcepfical and lively of his age, never attempts either to conteft th<i

truth, or to reveal the fecret of that wonderful affair. Je ne connois point

de fait' ni flus extravrdifiaire ni mieux conflate is the juft conclufion of

his firft account/' -In his fubfequent additions, he refinres with force .and

conterript' the idle fuppofitions that' this unknown prifoner was the Due de

Beaufort, the Count de Vermandois, or the Duke of Monmouth. At length,

breaking off abruptly, he throws out a dark intimation, qti'il en Jait put

etre plus que le Pe-re Grifety et qu'tlu'en dira pas davantage.
' " <

If we are difpofed to exercife our curiofity and conjectures upon this his-

torical anecdote, we muft ftcadily remember, that no hypothefis can deferve

the leaftcreditj unlefs it correfponds with and explains the following circum-

ftances : - ?

1. The prifoner who paflcd his melancholy life in the illes de St. Mari

guerite - and the Baftile was called Marchiali'. As the name was molt ftp-

furedly fiftitious, this circumftance feems, and indeed is, of fmall import-

ance. However, in cafe an ItaHan was either the author of his birth, or thd

guardian of his infancyj a name drawn from that language would moft natu»

rally prefent itfelf

2. Marchiali was buried fecretly and by night, in the parifli church of St;

Paul's, on the third day of March in the year 1703, as is proved by the

journal of the Pere Grifet, who was entrufted with the very delicate employ-

ment ofconfefTor to the Baftille. A few days before his death, the -unknown

prifoner told his phyfician that he believed himfelf about fixty years of agC.<

If he reckoned with precifion, he was born in the fpring. of the- year 1643V

about the time of the death of Louis the Thirteenths But the dreary hours?

of
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of aprifon move flowly, and the infirmities of age are haftened by grief an4,'.-

folitude. Marchiali could fpeak only from conjedure ; nor is it unlikely .

that he q)ight be fomewhat younger than he fuppofed himfclf.
^

3. He was conduced to the Ifles de St. Marguerite on the coafl of Pro-

vence, fome months after the death of Cardinal Mazarin ; that is to fay^

about the end of the year 166 1, or the beginning of 1662. This is the firft

among the few events of his life. M. de Voltaire mentions, in one place, a

previous confinement at Pignerol ; but without being perfeftly clear, or even

confiftent, on that head.

4. Marchiali, whoever Ke was, had never afted any diftinguiflied part on

the public theatre ofthe world. The fudden abfence of fuchaperfbn, in any
'

part of Europe, would infallibly have occafioned much wonder and enquiry,

fome traces ofwhich muft have reached our knowledge. But in this inftance,^

ufingthe ampleft latitude of time, we cannot even difcover any one import-

ant death, that leaves the minuteft opening for our moft licentious fufpicions.

5. An illuftrious birth was therefore the only advantage by which the pri-

foner could be diftinguifhed ; and his birth muft indeed have been illuftrious,

fince, when Morifieur de Louvois made him a vi'fit, he Ipoke to him ftand-

ing, and avec une confideration qui tenoit du refpeSl. We muft afcend

very high ere we can attain a rank which that proud and powerful minifter of

the French monarchy could think it his duty to re/pelt,

6. The moft extraordinary precautions were employed, not only to fe-

cure, but to conceal, this myfterious captive ; and his guards were ordered.

to kill him, if he made the leaft attempt to difcover himfelf. That order, as

V well as the filver plate which he threw out of the prifon window, after writ-

ing fomething upon it, and which feil into the' harids of an illiterate fiflier-

man, fufEciently prove that he was acquainted with liis own name and con-

dition. The mafti, which he never was permitted to lay afide, fhews the

apprehenfion of the difcovery of fome very ftriking refemblance.

7. Prifoners of fuch alarming importance are feldom fufFered to live. Of

all precautions, the dagger or the bowl are undoubtedly the fureft. Nothing

but the moft powerful motives, or, indeed, the tendereft ties, could have

flopped the monarch's hand, and induced him rather to rilk a difcovery, thaa

10 fpill the blood of this, unfortunate man. He was lodged in the beft apart-

ment of the Baftille, ills table was ferved in the moft delicate manner, he

was allowed to play on the guitar, and fupplied with the fineft laces and

linen, of which he was paffionatel)^ fond. Every kind attention was ftudi-

10
'
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oufly prafllfed, that could in any wife alleviate the irkfomenefs of his per-

petual imprifonment.

8. When Monfieur de Chamillard, in the year 1721, was on his death-

feed, his fon-in-law, the Marechal de la Feuillade, begged, on his knees,

that he would difclofe to him that myfterious tranfaiftion. The dying mini-

fter refufed to gratify this unfeafonable curiofity. " It was the fecret of the

*' ftate, (he faid,) and he had taken an oath never to divulge it." The pri-

foner had then been dead eighteen years, and Louis the Fourteenth almoft fix.

It mufl: have been a fecret ofno common magnitude that could ftill affed the

peace and welfare of future generations.

Before we proceed to a probable folution of thefe ftrange circumftances, let

us try to conneft them with fome fades ofa more public and general nature.

1. The doubtful birth of Louis XIV. often occurs, in converfation, as the

fubjeft of hiftorical fcepticifm. The firft grounds of the fufpicion are ob-

vious. He was born after a fterile union of twenty-three years between

Louis the Thirteenth and Anne of Auftria. But as fuch an event, however

unfrequent, is neither deftitute of poflibility, nor even of example, the

fcandalous rumour would long fince have died away in oblivion, had it not

derived additional ftrength from the charadler and fituation of the royal pair.

2. Though Louis XIII. wanted not either parts or courage, his charafter

was degraded by a coldnefs and debility, both of mind and body, which had

little affinity with his heroic father. Had his indifference towards the fex

been confined to the queen, it might have been confidered as the mere ef-

fe6t of perfonal diflike ; but his chajle amours with his female favourites be-

trayed to the laughing court, that the king was lefs than a man.

3. Without reviving all the obfolete fcandal of thtfronde, we may re-

fpeftfully infinuate that Anne of Auflria's reputation of chaftity was never (o

firmly eftabliflied as that of her hufband. To the coquetry of France, the

queen united the warm paffions of a Spaniard. Her friends acknow-

ledge that fhe was gay, indifcreet, vain of her charms, and flrongly addided

at leaft to romantic gallantry. It is well known that flie permitted fome dif-

tinguiOied favourites to entertain her with foft tales of her beauty and their

love J and thus removed the diftant ceremony, which is perhaps the fureft

defence of royal virtue. Anne of Auftria pafled twentj'-eight years with a

huftsand, alike incapable of gratifying her tender or her fenfual inclinations.

At the age of forty-three, (he was left an independent widow, miftrefs of her-

felf, and of the kingdom.

VOL. ii. J y 4- The
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4. The civil wars which raged during the minority of Louis XIV. arofe front

the blind and unaccountable attachment of the queen to Cardinal Mazarin>

whom flie obftinately fupported againil: the univerfal clamour of the French

nation. The Auftrian pride, perhaps, and the ufeful merit of the minifter,

might determine the queen to brave an infolent oppofition ; but a conneftion,

formed by policy, might very eafily terminate in love. The neceffity of

bufmefs would engage that princefs in many a fecret and midnight confe-

rence with an Italian ofan agreeable perfon, vigorous conftitution, loofe mo-

rals, and artful addrefs. The amazing anecdote hinted at in tiie honefl^ me-

moirs of La Porte, fufficiently proves that Mazarin was capable of employ-

ing every expedient to infinuate hi mfelf into t'iv?7 /"^r/- of the royal family.

5. IfAnne of Auftria yielded to fuch opportunities, and to fo artful a lover ;

if Ihe became a mother after her hufband's death, her weaknefs, and the

confequences of it, would have been carefully icreened from the eye of cu-

rious malignity. When Louis XIV. fucceededto the pofleirion of the king-

dom, and of the fatal fecret, he was deeply interefted in the guard of his

own, and of his mother's honour. Had her frailty been revealed to the

world, the living proof would have awakened and confirmed all the latent

fufpicions, diffufed a fpirit of diftrufl and divifion among the people, and

fhaken the hereditary claim of the monarch. If the ftrong grafp of

Louis XIV. retained the French fceptre, the doubt and the danger were

entailed on future ages. In forae feeble, or infant reign, an ambitious Conde

might embrace the fair pretence to afTert the right to his genuine branch,

and to exclude from the fucceflion the fpurious pofterity of LoUis XIII.

In a word, the child of Anne of Auftria and of Cardinal Mazarin would

have been at once the brother and the moft dangerous enemy of his fove-

reign. The humanity of Louis XIV. might have declined a brother's mur-

der ; but pride, policy, and even patriotifm, muft have compellofl that prince

to hide his face and his exiftence with an ironmafk and the walls of the Baftille.

It is fcarcely neceflary to add, that I fuppofe the unfortunate Marchiali to

have been that child. If the feveral fads which I have drawn together

blend themfelves, without conftraint, into a confiftent. and natural fyftem, it

is furely no weak argument in favour of the truth,, or at leaft of the probabi-

lity of my opinion.

May 27 tb, 1774.
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MEMOIRE JUSTIFICATIF
rOUR SERVIR DE

RE'PONSE a I'ExposE' des Motifs de la Condulte du Rol dc

France relativement a I'Ancleterre.

T 'ambition d'line pulffance, toujours ennemle du repos public, a oblige

enfin le roi de la Grande Bretagne a employer dans une guerre jufte et

legidme ces forces que Dieu et fon peuple lui ont confiees.—C'eft en vain

que la France eflaye de juftifier ou plutoc de deguifer fa politique aux yeux dc

I'Europe par fon dernier manifefte, que Torgueil et I'ardfice femblent avoir

difte, mais qui ne peut fe concilier avec la verite des faits et ks droits de<

nauons. L'equite, la moderation, I'amour de la paix, qui ont toujours regie

les demarches du roi, I'engagent maintenant afoumettre fa conduite et ccllc

de fes enncmis au jugement du tribunal libre et refpedtable, qui prononcc

fans crainte et fans flatterie I'arret de I'Europe, du fiecle prefent et de la

.poilerite. Ce tribunal, compofe des hommes eclaires et dcfmterefles de toutes

les nations, ne s'arrete jamais aux profeffions, et c'eft par les atflions des

princes qu'il doit jugcr des motifs de leurs precedes et des fendments dc

leurs coeurs.

Lorfque le roi monta fur le trone, il jouiffoit du fucces de fes armes dans

ks quatre parties du monde. Sa moderation retablit la tranquillite publique,

dans le meme inftant qu'il foute'noit avec fermete la gloire de fa couronne, et

qu'il procuroit a fes fujets les avantages ks plus folides. L'experience lui

avoit fait connoitre combien les fruits dc la viifloire mcme font triites et

amers ; combien les guerres heureufes ou malheureufes cpuifent les pcuples

lans aggrandir les princes. Ses actions prouvoicnt a I'univers, qu'il fentoit

tout le prix de la paix, et il etoit au moins a prefumer que la raifon qui

I'avoit eclaire fur les malheurs inevitables de la guerre, ct la dangereufe va-

nice des conquetes, lui infpireroit la refolution finctre et incbranlable de

Kiaintenir la tranquillite publique, dont il etoit lui meme i'auteur et le garant.

Ces principes ontfervide bafe a la conduite invariable de fa majeftc pendant

I Y 1 ICi
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les quinze annees qui ont fuivi la paix conclue a Paris en 1763 ; epoqiie

heureufe de rcpos et de felicite, dont la memoire fera long terns confervee

par le fouvenir ec peut-etre par les regrets des nations de I'Europe.—Les in-

ftruftions du roi a tous fes miniftres portoient I'empreinte de fon caraftere et

de fes maximes. II leur recommandoit comme le plus important de leurs

devoirs d'ecouter avec une attention fcrupuleufe les plaintes et les reprefen-

tations des puifTances, fes allies o\i fes voifins, de prevenir, dans leur ori-

gine, tous les fujets de querelle qui pourroient aigrir ou aliener les efprics,

de detournerle fleau de la guerre par tous les expediens compatibles avec la

dignite du fouverain d'une nation refpedable, et d'infpirer a tous les peuples

unejufte confiance dans lefyfteme politique d'une cour qui detcftoitla guerre

fans la craindre, qui n'employoit pour fes moyens que la raifon et la bonne

fbi, et qui n'avoit pour objet que la tranquillite generale. Au milieu de

cette tranquillite les premieres etincelles de la difcorde s'allumerent en Ame-

rique. Les intrigues d'un petit nombre de chefs audacieux et criminels,

qui abuferent de la fimplicite credule de leurs compatriotes, feduifirent in-

fenfiblcment la plusgrande partie des colonies Angloifes a lever I'etendart de

la revoke centre la mere patrie, a qui elles etoient redevables de leur ex-

iftence et de leur bonheur. La cour de Verfailles oublia fans peine la foi des

traites, les devoirs des allies^ et les droits des fouverains, pour eflayer de

profiter des circonftances qui paroiflbient favorables a fes deffeins ambitieux.

Elle ne rougit point d'avilir fa dignite par les liaifons fecrettes qu'elle forma

avec des Ilijcts rebelles, et apres avoir epuife toutes les reflburces honteufes

de la perfidie et de la diffimulation, elle ofa avouer a la face de I'Europe,

indignee de fa conduite, le traite folemnel que les miniftres du roi tres Chre-

tien avoient figne avec les agens tenebreux des colonies Angloifes, qui ne

fondoient leur independance pretendue que fur la hardiefle de leur revoke.

La declaration offenfante que le Marquis de Noailles fut charge de faire a la

cour de Londres, le 13 Mars de I'annee derniere, autorifa fa majefte a repouf-

fer par les armes I'infulte inouie qu'on venoit d'offrir a I'honneur de fa cou-

ronne ; et le roi n'oublia pas dans cette occafion importante ce qu'il devoit

a fes fujets et a lui-meme. Le meme efprit de faulTete et d'ambition regnoit

toujours dans les confeils de la France. L'Efpagne, qui s'eft repentie plus

d"une fois d'avoir neglige fes vrais interets pour fervir aveuglement les pro-

jets deftrufteurs de la branche ainee de la maifon de Bourbon, fut engagee a

changer le role de mediateur pour celui d'ennemi de la Grande Bretagne.

Les calamites de la guerre fc font multipliees j mais la cour de Verfailles ne

doit
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doit pasjufqu'a prefent fe vanter du fiicces de fes operations militaires; et

TEurope fait apprecier ces viftoires navales, qui n'exiftent que dans les Ga-

zettes et dans les manifcfles des vainqueurs pretendus.

Puifque la guerre et la paix impofent aux nations des devoirs entlerement

differens et meme oppofes, il eft indifpeiifable de diftinguer ces deux ecats

dans le raifonnement auffi bien que dans la conduite ; mais dans le dernier

manifefte que la France vient de publier ces deux etats font perpetuellement

confondus. Elle pretend juftifier fa conduite en faifant valoir tour-a-tour et

prefqu'au meme inftant, ces droits qu'il n'eft permis qu'a un ennemi de recla-

mer, et ces maximes qui reglent les obligations et les precedes de I'amitie

nationale. L'addrefle de la cour de Verfailles a brouiller fans cefle deux

fuppofitlons qui n'ont rien de commun, eft la confequence naturelle d'une

politique faufle et infidieufe, incapable de foutenir la lumiere du grand jour.

Les fentimens et les demarches du roi, qui n'ont point a redouter I'examen

le plus fevere, I'invitent au contraire a diftinguer clairement ce que fes enne-

mis ont confondu avec tant d'artifice. II n'appartient qu'a la juftice de parler

fans crainte le langage de la raifon et de la verite.

La pleine juftif?fcation de fa majefte et la condamation indelebile de la

France, fe reduit done alapreuvede deux propofitions fimplesetprefqu'evi-

dentes; premierement, Qu'une paix profonde, permanente, et de la part

de I'Angleterre fincere et veritable, fubfiftoit entre les deux nations, lorf-

que la France forma des liaifons d'abord fecrettes, et enfuite publiques et

avouees, avec les colonies revoltees de I'Amerique : fecondement. Que

fuivant les maximes les mieux reconnues du droit des gens, et felon la teneur

meme des traites aftuellement fubfiftans entre les deux couronnes, ces

liaifons pouvoient etre regardees comme une infraftion de la paix, et que

I'aveu public de ces liaifons equivaloit a une declaration de guerre de la part

du roi tres Chretien. C'eft peut-etre la premiere fois qu'une nation refpec-

table ait eu befoin de prouver deux verites aufli inconteftables, et lajuftice de

la caufe du roi eft deja reconnue par tous les hommes qui jugent fans interec

et fans prevention.

" Lorfque la Providence appella le roi au trone la France jouifToit de la

" paix la plus profonde." Telles font les expreffions du dernier manifefte

de la cour de Verfailles, qui reconnoit fans peine les afllirances folemnelles

d'une amitie fmcere et des difpofitions les plus pacifiques qu'elle recut dans

cette occalion de la part de fa majefte 3ritannique, et qui furent fouvent re-

nouvellces
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nouvellees par rentremife des ambafladeurs aux deux cours, pendant quatr-c

ans jufqu'au moment fatal et decifif de la declaration du marquis dc

Noailles. II s'agit done de prouver que dans ces terns heureux de la tran-

quillite generale, I'Angleterre cachoit une guerre fecrette fous les apparenccs

de h paix, et que fes procedes injufles et arbitraires etoient portes au point

de Icgidmer du c6t6 de la France les demarches Jes plus fortes, et qui ne

feroient permifes qu'a un ennemi declare. Pour remplir cet objet il

faudroit porter devant le tribunal de I'Europe des griefs clairement arcicules

ct folidement etablis. Ce grand tribunal exigeroit des preuves formelles et

.
peut-etre reiterees de I'injure et de la plainte, le refus d'une fatisfacftioii con-

venable, et la proteftation de la partie fouffrante qu'elle fe tenoit hautement

ofFenfee par ce refus, et qu'elle fe regardoit deformais comme afFranchie des

devoirs de I'amicic et du lien des traites. Les nations qui refpedtenx la fain-

tete des fermens ct Jes avantages de la paix, font les moins promptes a faifir

les occafiofls qui femblent les difpenfer d'line obligation facree et folemnelle,

et ce li'eft qu'en tremblant qu'elles ofent renoncer a I'amitic des puiflances

dont elles ont long tems elluyc I'injuftice ct Jes infultes.

Mais-la cour de Verfailles a ignore ou a meprife ces prricipes fages et fa-

lutaires, et au lieu .de pofer les fondemens d'une guerre jufte et legitime, elle

fe.contente ,de femer.dans tous les pages de fon manifefte des plaintes vagues

ct gene rales, exprimees dans une ftyle de metaphore et d'exageration. ElJe

xemonte plus de foixante ans pour accufer Je peu de foin de I'Angleterre a

ratifier quelques reglemens de commerce, quelques articles du traite

.d'Utrecht. Elk fe perme.t de reprocher aux minillres du roi d'employer

le langage de la hauteur et de I'ambition, fans s'abailTer jufqu'au devoir de

prouver des imputations aufli peu vraifcmblables qu'elles font odieufcs. Les

fuppofuions gratuites dc la mauvaife foi etde I'ambition de la courde Lon-

dresfont ccitifufcmententafrees, camme fi i'on craignoit de s'y arreter. L'on

infmiic d'une maoiere ties obfcure les infultes pretendues qu'ont effuyes le

commerce, le paviJlon et merae le territoire Francois, •' et on laifle

" cchapper enfin I'aveu des engagemens que le roi trcs Chretien avoic

*' dcja formes avec I'Efpagne, pour venger leurs griefs refpedifs et pour

*' mtttre un terme a I'Gmpire tyrannique que I'Angleterre a ufurpe et pre-

*.* tend conferver fur routes les mcrs."

Ileft difEcile de combattre des fantomes, on de repondre d'une maniiie

iicxte ct preeife.au langage de la declamation. La jufte confiance du roi

dcfireroit
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defireroit fans doutc de fe livrer k I'examen le plus approfondi dc ces plaintcs

vagues, de ces griefs pretendus, fur Icfquelsla cour de Verfailies a fi priidem-

mcnt evice de s'expliquer avec la clarte et le detail qui pourroient feuls ap-

puyer fes raifons et faire excufer fes precedes. Pendant line paix de quinzc

ans les interets de deux nations puifTantes et peut-etre jaloufes, qui le

touchent par tant d'endroits difFcrens dans I'ancien et dans le nouvxau

monde, fourniflent inevitablement des fiijets de plainte et de difcufTion, que

la moderation reciproque fauroit toujours aflbupir, mais qui ne font que

trop facilcment aigris et empoifonnes par la haine reelle et les foiipgons

afFedes d'un ennemi fecret et ambitieux : et les mallieurs de I'Amerique

etoient tres propres a multiplier les efperances, les precextes et les preten-

fions injuftes de la France. Cependant telle a etc la conduite toujours uni-

forme et toujours pacifique du roi et de fes miniftres, qu'elle afouventreduit

fes ennemis au filence, et s'il eft permis d'appercevoir le vrai fens de ces

acculations vagues et equivoques, dont I'obfcurite etudiee decele les traits de

la honte et de I'artifice, s'il eft permis de demeler des objets qui n'ont poinc

d'exittence, on peut aflurer avec la hardiefle de la verite qu'il- eft plufieurs de

ces griefs pretendus qui font annonces pour la premiere fois dans une declara-

tion de guerre, fans avoir jamais etc propofes a. la cour de Londres dans le

lems qu'elle auroit pu les ecouter avec I'atrention ferieufe et favorable de

I'amitie. A I'egard des plaintes que Tambafiadeur de fa majefte tres Chre-

tienne communiquoit de terns en terns aux miniftres du roi, il feroit aife de

donner ou plutot de renouveller les re'ponfes fitisfaifintes qui prouverent aux

yeux de la France elle-meme la moderation du roi, fon amour de la juftice,

et la fincerite de fes difpofitions a conferver la tranquillite generale de I'Eu-

rope. Ces reprefentations, dont la cour de Verfailies. pourroit.fe difpenfsr

de rappeller le fouvenir, etoient rarement mnjiquees au coin de la raifon et

de la verite, et il fe trouvoit le plus fouvent que les perfonnes en Europe,

en Amerique, ou fiir les mers, defquelles elle tenoit fon intelligence fufpecle

et malfondee, n'avcient pas craint d'abufer de fa confiance, pour mieux
fervir fes intentions fecrettes. Si les faits que la France faifoit valoir comme
le fujet de fes plaintes etoient appuyes quelque fois fur une bafe moins fragile,

les miniftres du roi les eclaircilfoient fur le champ par la juftiiication la plus

nette et la plus entiere c^es motifs et des droits de leur fouverain, qui pouvoic

fans blelTer le repos public punirla contrcbande qui fe faifoit fur fes cotes, ec

a qui les loix des nations accordoient le droit legitime d'arretcr tous les

4 vaiifeaux.
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raifleaux qui portoient des armes et des munitions de guerre a fes ennemis ou

a fes fujets rebelles. Les tribunaux etoient toujours ouverts aux particuHers

de toutes les nations, et il faut bicn peu connoitre la conftitution Britannique

pour fuppofer que la puiflance royale eut etc capable de les exclure des moyens

d'appel. Dans le theatre vafte et eloigne des operations d'une guerre navale,

la vigilance la plus aftive, I'autorite la plus ferme font incapables de decou-

vrir ou de reprimer tous les defordres -, mais toutes les fois que la cour dc

Verfailles a pu etablir des torts reels que fes fujets avoient eprouves fans la

connoiflfance ou I'approbation du roi, fa majefte a donne les ordres les plus

prompts et les plus efficaces pour arrecer les abus qui bleflbient fa dignite,

autant que les interets de fes voifins, qui avoient ete enveloppes dans les

malheurs de la guerre. L'objet et I'importance de cette guerre fuffiroient

pour demontrer a I'Europe les principes qui ont du reglcr les demarches

politiques de I'Angleterre. Dans le terns qu'elle employoit fes forces pour

ramener a leur devoir les colonies revokees de I'Amerique, eft il vraifem-

blable qu'elle eut choifi ce moment pour irriter par I'injuftice ou rinfoJence

de fes precedes les puifTances les plus refpeftables de I'Europe ?—L'equitc

a toujours prefcrit les fentimens et la conduite du roi, mais dans cette

occafion importante fa prudence meme eft le garant de fa fincerite et de fi

moderation.

Mais pour etablir clairement le fyfleme pacifique qui fubfiftoit entrc les

deux nations, il ne faudroit qu'en appeller au temoignage meme de la cour de

Verfailles. A I'epoque oh. elle ne rougit pas de placer toutes ces infractions

pretendues de la tranquillitc publique, qui auroient engage " un prince

" moins avare du fang de fes fujets, a ufer fans-hefiter de reprefailles, et a

" repouffer I'infuke par la force de fes armes," les miniftres du roi tres

Chretien parloient le langage de la confiance et de I'amitie. Au lieu d'an-

noncer les defleins de la vengeance avec ce ton de hauteur qui epargne du

moins a I'injuftice les reproches de perfidie et de difllmulation, la cour de

Verfailles cachoit la conduite la plus infidieufe fous les profeffions les plus

feduifarites ; mais ces profeffions memes fervent aujourd'hui a dementir fes

declarations, et a rappeller les fentiments qui auroient du faire la regie de fa

conduite.— Si la cour de Verfailles ne veut pas s'accufer de la difllmulation

la moins digne de fa grandeur, elle fera forcee de convenir que jufqu'au mo-

ment qu'elle dida au marquis de Noailles la declaration qui a etc regue

comme le fignal de la guerre, elle ne connoiflbit pas des fujets de plainte

10 aflez
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aflcz reels ou aflez importans pour rautorifer a viokr les obligations de la

paix, et la foi de traites qu'elle avoit jures a la face de Dieu et de I'univers,

et a fe difpenfer de I'amitie nadonale done elle avoic rciterc jufqu'au dernier

inftant Its affiirances les plus vivcs ec les plus folemnelles.

Lorfqu'xm adverlliire eft incapable de juftifier la violence dans I'opinion

publique, ou mcme a fes propres yeux, par les injures qu'il pretend avoir

efluyees, il a recours au dUnger chimerique auquel fa patience auroic pu

I'expoier i eta la place des faits folides dont il eft depourvu, il effaye de lub-

Hituer un vain tableau qui n'exifte que dans ion imagination, ou peut-etre

dansfon cceur.—Les miniftres du roi tres Chretien qui paroiflTent avoir fcnti

h foiblefle des moyens qu'ils ont etc rcduits a employer, font encore des

efforts impuiffants pour ajouter a ccs moyens I'appui des foupgons les plus

odieux, et les pkis ctranges, " La cour de Londres faifjit dans fes ports des

" prcparatifs et des armemens qui ne pouvoient avoir I'Amerique pour objet;

" leur but etoit par conCquent trop determine pour que le roi put s'y me-
*' prendre, etdeslors il devint un devoir rigoureux de faire des difpofitions

^' capables de prcvenir les mauvais defleins de fonennemi, &c. Dans cet

" etatdes chofes leroifentit qu'il n'y avoit pas un monicnt a perdre.". Tel

eft le langage de la France : nous allons faire entendre celui de la verite.

Pendant les difputes qui s'allumoient entre la Grande Bretdgne et fes co-

lonies, la cour de Verfailles s'ctoit appliquee avec I'ardeur la plus vive et la

plus opiniatre a I'augmentation de fa marine. Le roi ne pretend pas regner

en tyran fur toutes les mers, mais il fait que les forces maritimes ont fait

dans tous les fiecles la furetc et la gloire de fes etats ; et qu'elles ont fouvent

contribue a proteger la libertc de I'Europe contre la puiffance ambitieufe

qui a fi iongtems travaiite a I'afTervir.

Le fcntiment de fa dignitc et la jufte connoiflance de fes devoirs et de

fes interets engagoient fa majeftc a veiller d'un oeil attentif fur les demarches

de la France, dont h politique dangereufe, fans motif et fans ennemi, prc-

cipifoit dans tous fes ports la conftruftion et I'armement des vaifTcaux, et qui

detournoit une partie confiderable de les revenus, pour fubvenir aux frais dc

ces preparatifs militaires, dont il etoit impoffiblc d'annoncer la nccefTite ou

I'objet.—Dans cette conjondure le roi n'a pu fe difpenfer de fuivre les

confeils de fa prudence, et I'exemple de fes voifins; I'augmentation fucccf-

five de leur marine a fervi de regie a la fienne ; et fans blefler les cgards

qu'elle devoit au5c puiflances amies, fa majeftc a publiquement declare a ion

parlement aiTerable, qu'il convenoit dans la fituation aduclle des affiiire-s, qu«

.
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la defenfe de I'Angleterre fe trouvat dans un etat refpeclable. Les forces

navales qu'elle fortifioit avec tan: de foin n'etoient deftinees qu'a maintenir

la tranquillite generale de I'Europe, et pendant que Ic temoignage de fa con-

fcience difpofoit le roi a ajouter foi aux profefiions de la cour de Verfailles, il

fe preparoit a ne point craindre les defTeins perfides de fon ambition.—Elle

ofe maintenant fuppofer qu'au lieu de fe borner aux droits d'une defenfe, le-

gitime, le roi s'etoit livre a I'efpcrance des conquetes, et que la " Reconci-

" liation de la Grande Bretagne avec fes colonies annon^oit de fa part un

" projet forme de les rallier a fa couronne pour les armer contre la France."

Puifque le cour de Verfailles ne peut excufer fes demarches qu'a la faveur

d'une fuppofition defi:ituee de verite et de vraifemblance, le roi eft en droit

de la fommer a la face de I'Europe, de montrer lapreuve d'une aiTertion auffi

odieufe qu'elle eft hazardee, et de developper ces operations publiques, ou ces

intrigues fecrettes qui puifTent autorifer les foup^ons de la France, que la

Grande Bretagne apres un combat long et penible n'a offert la paix a fes

fujets que dans le deflein d'entreprendre une guerre nouvelle contre une

puiflance refpeflable avec laquelle elle confervoit tous les dehors de I'amitie.

Apres avoir fidelement expofe les motifs frivoles et les griefs pretendus de

la France, on rappelle, avec une afTurance juftifiee par la raiion et par les

faits, cette premiere propoficion fi fimple et ft importante, qu'un etat de paix

fubfiftoit entre les deux nations, et que la France etoit liee par toutes les

obligations de I'amitie et des traites envers le roi, qui n'avoit jamais manque

a fes engagemens legitimes.

Le premier article du traite, figne a Paris le lo Fevrier 1763, entre

leurs majeftes Britannique, tres Chretienne, Catholique, et tres Fidele,

confirme de la maniere la plus prccife et la plus folemnelle les obligations,

que le droit naturel impofe a toutes les nations, qui fe reconnoiffent mutu-

ellement pour amies, mais ces obligations font detaillees et ftipulees dans ce

traite par des expreftions aufli vives qu'elles font jufteu.—Apres avoir ren-

ferme dans une formule generale tous les etats et tous les fujets des hautes

parties contraftantes, elks annoncent leur refolution non-feulement a ne

jamais permettre des hoftilites quelconques par terre ou par mer, mais en-

core a fe procurer reciproquement dans toute occafion tout ce qui pourroit

contribuer a leur gloire, interets, ou avantages mutuels, fans donner aucun

fecours ou protedlion direftement ou indireftement a ceux qui voudroient

porter quelque prejudice a I'une ou a I'autre des hautes parties contra<5l:antes.

—

Tel fut I'engagement facre que la France contradla avec la Grande Bretagne,

et
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et on ne faiiroic fe dlfllmuler qu'une fcmblable promefTe doit s'appliquer avec

plus dt force encore et d'cnergie aux rebelles domeftiques qu'aux ennemis

etrangers des deux couronnes.—La revoke des Americains a mis a I'epreuvc

la fidelite de la cour de Verfailles, et malgrc les exemples frequens que

I'Europe a deja vu de fon peu de refpedl pour la foi des traitcs, fa conduite

dans ces circonflances a etonne et indignc toutes les nations, qui ne font pas

aveuglement devouces aux interets et meme aux caprices de fon ambition.

Si la France s'etoit propofee de remplir fes devoirs, il lui etoit impofTible

de les meconnoitre ; I'efprit auffi bien que la letcre du traice de Paris lui im-

pofoit I'obligation de fermer fes ports aux vaifleaux des Americains, d'inter-

dire a fes fujets tout commerce avec ce peuple rebelle, et de ne point ac-

corder fon fecours ni fa proteftion aux ennemis domeftiques d'une couronnc

a laquelle elle avoir jure une amitie fincere et inviolable. Mais I'experience

avoir trop bien eclaire le roi fur le fyfteme politique de fes anciens adver-

faires pour lui faire efperer qu'ils fe conformeroient exadement aux principes

juftes et raifonnables qui affurent la tranquillite generate.

Auflitot que les colonies revoltees eurent confomme leurs attentats crimi-

nels, par la declaration ouverte de leur independance pretendue, elles

fongerent a former des liaifons fecrettes avec les puifTances les moins favo-

rables aux interets de la mere patrie, et a titer de I'Europe les fecours mili-

taires, fans lefquels il leur auroit ete impoITible de foutenir la guerre qu'elles

avoient entreprife. Leurs agens eftayerent de penetrer et de fe fixer dans

les differens etats de I'Europe ; mais ce ne fut qu'en France qu'ils trouverent

un azyle, des efperances et des fecours. II ne convitnt pas a la dignite du

roi de vouloir rechercher I'epoque ou la nature de la correfpondence qu'ils

eurent raddrefle de Her avec les miniftres de la cour de Verfailles, et dont

onvitbientot les efFets publics 'dans la liberte generale, ou plutot danS la

licence eft'renee d'un commerce illegitime. On fait aflez que la vigilance

des loix ne peutpas toujours prevenir la contrebande habile, qui fe reproduit

fous mille formes difFerentes, et a qui I'avidite du gain fait braver tous les

dangers, et eluder toutes les precautions j mais la conduite des negocians

Francois, qui faifoient pafTcr en Amerique non-feulement les marchandifes

utiles ou neceflaires, mais encore le falpetre, la poudre a canon, les muni-

tions de guerre, les armes, i'artillerie, annon?oit hautement qu'ils etoient

afllires non-feulement de I'impunite, mais de la protciftion meme et de la

faveur des miniftres de h cour de Verfailles.

1 z 2 Oh
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On ne tentoit point ime entreprife auffi vaine et auffi difficile que celle dc

cachcr aux yeux de la Grande Bretagne et de TEurope entiere les demar-

ches d'une compagnie de commerce, qui secoit aflbciee pour fournir aux

Americains tout ce qui pouvoit nourrir et entretenir le feu de la revoke.

Le public inftruit nommoit le chef de I'entreprife dont la maifon etoitetablie

a Paris : fes correfpondans a Dunkerque, a Nantes, a Bordeaux etoient

ecraleraen connus. Les magazins immenfes qu'ils formoient et qu'ils re-

nouvelloient tous lesjours furent charges fucceffivement furies vaifleaux qu'ils

conftruifoient ou qu'ils achetoient, et dont on effayoit Ti peine de diflimuler

I'objet et la deftination. Ces vaifleaux prenoient ordinairement de faufles

lettres de mer pour les ides Fran^oifcs de I'Araerique, mais. les marchandifes

dont leurs cargaifons etoient compofees fuffifoient avant le moment de leur

depart pour laiffer entrevoir la fraude et I'artifice : ces foup^ons etoient bien-

tot confirmes par la direftion du cours de ces vaifleaux ; et au bout de quel-

quesfemaines Ton apprenoit fans furprife qu'ils etoient tombesentreles mains

des officiers du roi qui croifoient dans les mers de i'Amerique, et qui les ai--

retoient a la vue meme des cotes des colonies revoltees. Cette vigilance

n'etoit que trop bien juftifiee par la conduite de ceux qui eurent la fortune

ou raddrefie de s'y derober; puifqu'ils n'aborderent en Amerique que pour

livrer aux rebelles les armes et les munitions de guerre dont ils etoient

charf^es pour leur fervice.—Les indices de ces faits, qui ne pouvoient etre

confideres que comme une infraiflion manifefle de la foi des traites, fe mul-

tiplioient toujours, et la diligence de I'ambafTadeur du roi a communiquer a.

la cour de Verfailles fes plaintes et fes preuves, ne lui laiflbit pas meme la ref-

fource honteufe ethumiliante de paroitre ignorer ce qui fe paflbit et fe repe-

toit continuellementau coeur defes etats. II indiquoit les noms^ le nombre

et la qualite des vaifleaux, que les agens du commerce de I'Amerique fai-

foint equiper dans le ports de la France, pour porter aux rebelles des amies,:

des munitions de guerre, et meme des officiers Francois qu'on avoit en-

oaoes dans les fervice des colonies revoltees. Les dates, les Heux, les per-

fonnes, etoient toujours dcfignees avec une precifion qui ofiroit aux miniflires

de fa majefle tres Chretienne les plus grandes facilites pour s'aflurer de la

verite de ces rapports, etpour arreter, pendant qu'il en etoit terns, le progres

de ces armemens illicites.—Parmi une foule d'exemples qui accufent le peu

d'attention de la cour de Verfailles a remplir les conditions de la paix, ou

plutot fon attention conftante et foutenue a nourrir la difcorde et la guerre,, il

eft impofljble de tout dire, et il eft trcs difficile de choifir les objets les plus

frappans.
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frappans. Les neuf gros vaifieaux cquipes et fretes par le Sieur de Beau-

marchais et fes aflbcies, au mois de Janvier de I'an 1777, nc font point con

-

fondus avec ]e vaifleau I'Amphitrice, qui porta vers le meme terns una

grande quantite de munitions de guerre, et trente officiers Francois, qui paf-

ferent impunement au fervice des rebelles. Chaque mois et prefque tous

les jours fourniflbient de nouveaux fujets de plainte ; et une courte notice

du memoire que le vicomte de Stormont, ambafladeur du roi, communiqua

au comte de Vergennes au mois de Noverabre de la meme annee, donnera

une idee jufte, maistres imparfaitej de I'elpece de torts que la Grande Bre-

tagne avoit fi fouvent eiTuics. " II y a a Rochfort un vailTeau de foixante

" pieces de canon, et a I'Orient un vaifleau des Indes perce pour foixante

" canons. Ces deux vaifieaux font deftines pour I'ufage des rebelles. lis

" feront charges de differentes marchandifes, et fretes par Mefileurs Chau-

" mont, Holken, et Sabatier.—Le vaifl"eau I'Heureux eft parti de Mar-
" feilles, fous un autre nom, le vingt-fix de Septembre. II va en droiuire

" a la Nouvelle Hampfhire, quoiqu'il pretend aller aux Iflcs. On y a per-

" mis I'embarquement de trois mille fufils, et de deux mille cinq cents livres

" de fouffre, marchandife aufli neceflaire aux Americains qu'elle eft inutile

" dans les Ifles. Ce vaifleau eft commande par M. Lundi, officier Fran-

" 5ois, officier de diftinction, ci-devant lieutenant de M. de Bougainville.

—

" L'Hippopotame, appartenant au Sieur Beaumarchais, doit avoir a fon

" bord quatorze mille fufils, et beaucoup de munitions de guerre, pour I'ufage

** des rebelles.—II y a environ cinquante vaifieaux Francois, qui fe pre-

" parent a partir pour I'Amerique Septentrionale, charges de munitions de
"

" guerre et de differentes marchandifes pour I'ufage des rebelles. lis

« partiront de Nantes, de I'Orient, de St. Malo, du Havre, de Bordeaux,

" de Bayonn*, et de differens autres ports. Voici les noms de quelques uns

" des principaux intereffes : M. Chaumont, M. Mention, et fes afiTocics,

« &C.&C."

Dans un royaume ou la volonte du prince ne trouve point d'obftacle, des

iecours fi confiderables, fi publics, fi long tems foutenus, fi necefiaircs cnfi^n

a I'entretien de la guerre en Amcrique, annoncoicnt aflez clairement les in-

tentions fecrettes des miniftres du roi tres Chretien. Mais ils porterent

bien plus loinl'oubii et le meprisdes engagemens les plus folemnels, et ce ne

fut point fans leur permiflion qu'une guerre fourde et dangereufc fortoit des

ports de la France, fous le mafque trompeur de la paix, et le pavilion prc-

lendu des colonies Americaines. X^'accueil favorable, que leurs agens trou-

ve rent
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verent aupres des miniftres de la cour de Verfailles, les encouragea bientot

5. former et a executer le projet audacieiix d'etablir une place d'armes dans Ic

pais qui leur avoit fervi d'azyle. lis avoient apporte, ou ils fgurent fa-

briquer, des lettres de marque au nom du Congres Americain, qui a eu la

hardiefle d'ufurper tous les droits de la fouverainete. Les afibcies, dont les

vues intereflees fe pretoient fans peine a tous leurs deffeins, firent equiper

des vaifleaux qu'ils avoient conftruits ou achetes. On les armapour aller en

courfe dans les mers de TEurope, et meme fur les cotes de la Grande Bre-

ta^ne. Pour fauver les apparences, les capitaines de ces corfaires arboroient

le pavilion pretendu de TAmeriquej mais leurs equipages etoient toujours

compofes d'un grand nombre de Francois, qu'on enroloit avec impunite fous

les yeux meme des gouverneurs, et des officiers des provinces maritimes. Un
eflaim nombreux de ces corfaires, anime par I'efprit de rapine, fortoit des

ports de la France, et apres avoir couru les mers Britanniques, ils rentroient,

ou ils fe refugioient dans ces memes ports. I Is y ramenoient leurs prifes, et

a la faveur de I'artifice groffier et foible, qu'on daignoit quelquefois emploier,

la vente de ces prifes fe faifoit afiez publiquement, et affcz commodement

fous les yeux des officiers roiaux, toujours difpofes a proteger le commerce

de ces negocians qui violoient les loix, pour fe conformer aux intentions du

minidere Francois. Les corfaires s'enrichilToient des depouiiles des fujets

du roi, et apres avoir profile d'une liberte entiere de reparer leurs pertes, de

pourvoir a leurs befoins, et de fe procurer toutes les munitions de guerre, la

poudre, les canons, lesagrets qni pouvoient fervir a de nouvelles enterprifes,

ils refortoient librement des memes ports, pour fe remettre en mer et en

courfe. L'hiftore du corfaire le Reprijal peut fe citer parmi une foule d'ex-

emples, qui montrent au jour la conduite injufte mais a peine artificieufe dela

cour de Verfailles. Ce vaifleau, qui avoit amene en Europe le*Sieur Frank-

lin, agent des colonies revoltees, fut regu avec fes deux prifes qu'il avoit

faites en route ; il refta dans le port de Nantes aufll long tems qu'il convenoit

a fes vues, fe remit deux fois en mer pour piller les fujets du roi, et fe re-

lira tranquillement a I'Orient avec de nouvelles prifes qu'il venoit de faire.

Malgre les reprcfentations les plus fortes de TambafTadeur du roi et les af-

furances les plus folemnelles des miniftres Francois, on permit au capitaine de

ce corfaire de demeurer a I'Orient tout le tems dont il avoit befoin pour ra-

douber fon vaifleau, de fe pourvoir de cinquante bariques de poudre a canon,

rt de recevoir fur fon bord tous les matelots Francois qui vouloient bien s'en-

gager avec lui. Muni de ces renforts, le Refrijal fortit pour la troificmc

fois
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fois de$ ports de fes nouveaux allies, et forma bientot une petite efcadrc de

pirates, par la jonflion concertee du Lexington et dii Dolphin, deux arma-

teurs, done le premier avoit dcja conduit plus d'une pi ife a la riviere de Bor-

deaux, et dont le fecond, arme a Nantes, et monte par un equiqage entiere-

ment Francois, n'avoit rien d'Americain que le nom et fon commandant.

—

Ces trois vaifleaux, qui jouifToient fi publiquement de la protection de la cour

de Verfailles, s'emparerent en tres peu de terns de quinze navires Anglois,

dont la plus part furent ramcnes et fecrettement vendus dans les ports de

France.—De pareils faits, qu'il fcroit aife de multiplier, ticnnent lieu de

raifonnemens et de reproches, et Ton peut fe difpenfer de reclamer danS

cette occafion la foi des traites ; et il n'eft point neceflaire de demontrer

qu'une puifTance alliee, ou meme neutre, ne peut jamais permettre la guerre

fans violer la paix.—Les principes du droit des gens refuferoient fans doute

a rambafTadeur de la couronne la plus refpedlable ce privilege d'armer des

corfaires, que la cour de Verfailles accordoit fourdement aux agens des re-

belles dans le fein de la France. Dans fes ifles la tranquillite publique fuc

violee d'une maniere encore plus audacieufe, et malgre le changement du

gouverneur, les ports de la Martinique fervoient toujours d'azile aux cor-

faires qui couroient les mers fous un pavilion Amerlcain, mais avec un equi-

page Frangois. Le Sieur Bingham, agent des rebelles, qui jouiffoit de la

faveur et de la confiance des deux gouverneurs fuccefTifs de la Martinique, di-

rigeoit I'armement des corfaires, et la vente publique de leurs prifes. Deux

vaiffeaux marchands, le Lancajhire Hero, et Vlrifli Gimblet, qui devinrent la

proie du Revenge, aflurent que fur cent-vingt-cinq hommes d'equipage il n'y

avoit que deux Americains, et que le proprietaire, qui I'etoit en meme tems

de onze autres corfaires, fe reconnoiflbit pour habitant de la Martinique, ou

il ctoit refpefte comme le favori et I'agent fecret du gouverneur lui meme.

Au milieu de tous ces actes d'hoftilice, qu'il eft impoffible de qualifier d'un

autre nom, la cour de Verfailles continuoit toujours de parler le langage de

la paix et de I'amitie, etfes miniftres epuiferent toutes les reflburces de I'arti-

fice et de la diffimulation pour aflbupir les juftes plaintesde la Grande Bre-

tagne, pour tromper fes foupcons et pour arreter les efFets de fon refienti-

ment. Depuis la premiere epoque des troubles de I'Amerique jufqu'au mo-

ment de la declaration de guerre par le marquis de Noailles, les minillres du

roi tres Chretien ne ceflbient de renouveller les proteftations les plus fortes

et les plus exprefles de leurs difpofitions pacifiques ; et fi la conduite ordi-

naire de la cour de Verfailles ecoit propre a infpirer une jufte defiance, le coeur

7 de
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de fa majefte lui fourniflbit des motifs puiflans pour croire que la Fiance

avoic enfin adopte iin fyfteme de moderation et de paix, qui perpetueroit le

bonheur folide et reciproque des deux nations. Les minifcres de la cour de

verfailles tacherent d'excufer I'arrivee et le fejourdes agens des rebellcs, par

Taflurance la plus forte qu'ils ne trouveroient en France qu'un fimple azile fans

diftinflion et fans encouragement.

La liberie du commerce et I'avidite du gain fervirent quelquefois de pre-

texte pour couvrir les entreprifes illegidmes des fujets Francois, et dans le

moment qu'on alleguoit vainement rimpuiffance des loix, pour prevenir des

abus que des etats voifins favoient fi bien reprimer, on condamna, avec routes

les apparences de la fincciite, le tranfport des arraes et des munitions de

guerre, qui fe permettoit impunement, pour le fervice des rebelles. Aux
premieres reprefentations de Tambafladeur du roi, au fujet des corfaires qui

s'armoientfous le pavilion de I'Amcrique, mais dans les ports de France, les

ininiftres de fa majefle trcs Chretienne repondirent par des expreffions dc

furprife et d'indignation, et par la declaration pofitive, qu'on ne foufFriroit

jamais des entreprifes auili contraires a la foi des traites et a la tranquilllte

publique. La fuite des evenements, dont on a dga vu un petit nombre, mon-

tra bientot I'inconftance ou plutot la faulTete de la cour de Verfiiillesj et

rAmballadeur du roi fut charge de mettre devant les yeux des miniftrcs

FmnQois les confequences ferieufes mais inevitables de leur politique. II

rcmplit fa comniiflion avec tous les egards qui font diis a une puifTance re-

fpecbablc, dont on defireroitde conferver I'amitie, mais avec la fermcte digne

d'un fouverain, et d'une nation, peu accoutumes a faire ou a fupporter des

injuftices. La cour de Verfailles fut fommce de s'expliquer, fans delai et

fans detour, fur fa conduite et fur fes intennons, et le roi lui propofa Talter-

native de la paix ou de la guerre.—EUe choifit la paix, mais ce ne fut que

pour bicffer les ennemis d'une maniere fure et fecrette, fans avoir rien a

craindre de leur juftice. Elk condamna feverement ces fecours ct ces arme-

mens, que les principes du droit public ne lui permettoient pas de juftifier.

Elle declara a rambaffadeur du roi, qu'elle etoit refolue a faire fortir fu rle

champ 'les corfaires Americains de tous les ports de France, pour n'y jamais

renti-er, et qu'on prendroit deformais les precauuons les plus rigoureufes pour

arreter la vente des prifes qu'ils auroient faites fur les fujets de la Grande

Bretagne. Les ordres qui furentdonnes pour cet efFet etonnerent les parti-"

fans des rebelles, et femblerent arreter leprogres du mal: mais les fujets de

plainte renaiffoient tous les jours, et le maniere dont ces ordres furent d'abord

1 eludes,
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eludes, violes enfuite, et enfin tout-a-fait oublics par les ncgocians, les cor-

faires, et mcme par les officiers royaux, n'etoit point excufee par les pro-

teftations d'amitie dont la cour de Verfailles accompagna ces infradlions de la

paix, jufqu'a ce moment qu'ellc annoncaj par Ton ambafllideur a Londres, le

traite d'alliance qu'elle venoit de figner avec les agens dcs colonies revoltees

de rAmerique.

Si un ennemi etranger, reconnvi parmi les puiflances de I'Europe, avoit

fait la conquete des e tats d 11 roi dans rAmerique, et que la France eut con-

firme, par un traite folemnel, un a6te de violence qui depouilloit, au milieu

d'unc paix profonde, le voifin relpedable dont elle fe difoit I'amie et I'alliee,

I'Europe entiere fe feroit ibulevce centre rinjuftice d'un proccde qui violoit

fans pudeur tout ce qu'il y a de plus faint parmi les hommes. La premiere

decouverte, la pofleffion non inrerrompue de deux cens ans et le confente-

ment de toutes les nations, auroient fufii pour conftater les droits de la

Grande Bretagne aux terres de I'Amerique Septentrionale, et fa fouverainetc

fur le peuple qui y avoit forme des etablifiemens avec la permiffion et fous Ic

gouvernement des predecelleurs du roi. Si ce peuple mcme a ofe fecouerle

joug de I'autorite ou plutot des loix, s'il a ufurpe les provinces et les pre-

rogatives de Ion fouverain, et s'il a recherche I'alliance des ctrangers

pour appuier fon independance pretendue; ces ctrangers ne peuvent accep-

ter fon alliance, ratifier fes ufurpations, et reconnoitre fon independance, fans

fuppofer que la revoke a des droits plus ctendus que ceux de la guerre, et

fans accorder aux fujets rebelles un titre legitime aux conquetesqu'ilsn'avoient

pu faire qu'au mepris de lajufticeet des loix. Les ennemis fecrets de la

paix, de la Grande Bretagne et peut-etre de la France meme,' eurent ce-

pendant I'addrefle criminelle de perfuader a fa majeftc tres Chrcrienne

qu'elle pouvoit, fans violer la foi des traites, declarer publiquemenc qu'elle

recevoit au nombre de fes allies les fujets revokes d'un roi, fon voifin et fon

allie. Les profefljons d'amitie, dont on accompagna cette declaration que le

marquis de Noailles fut charge de faire a la cour de Londres, ne fervoient

qu'a aggraver I'injure par I'infuke, et il ctoit referve poor la France de fe

vanter de fes difpofitions pacifiques dans I'inftant meme que fon ambition lui

infpira d'exccuter et d'avouer un ade de perfidie fans exemple dans I'hiftoirc

des nations. '' Cependant, (tel eft le langage que la cour de Verfailles ofe

" encore fe permettre,) Cependant ce feroit s'abufer de croire que c'eft la

«' reconnoiflance que le roi a fait de I'indcpendance des treize ctats unis dc

*' I'Amerique Septentrionale qui a irrite le roi d'Angleterre : ce prince

*f n'ignore pas fans doute tous les exemples de ce genre que fournilfent les

vo}.. u. AK " annales
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^' annaks Britanniques et meme fon propre regne."—Jamais ces exemplcs

prccendiis n'ont exilic.—Jamais le roi n'a reconnu I'independance d'un

peuple qui avoit fecoue le joug de fon prince legitime ; et il ell trifle, fans

doute, que les minillrcs de fa majefte ties Chretienne aient furprts la religion

de leur fouverain pour couvrir d'un nom aufli refpeftable des aflertions fans

fondement et fans vraifemblance, qui font dementies par le fouvenir de

I'Europe enticre.

Aucommencementdesdifputes qui s'elevoicnt entre la Grande Bretagne et

fes colonies, la cour de Verfailles declara qu'elle ne precendoit point etre

juge de la querelle ; et fon ignorance des principes de la conflitution Bri-

tannique, aufli bien que des privileges et des obligations des colonies, auroit

du I'engager a perfifter toujours dans une declaration aulTi fage et modefte.

Elle fe feroit epargne la honte de tranfcrire les manifelles du Congres Ame-

ricain, et de prononcer aujourdhui, " Que les procedes de la cour de Lon-

" dres forcerent fes anciennes colonies de recourir a la voie des armes pour

" niaintenir leurs droits, leurs privileges et leur liberte." Ces vains pre-

textes ont deja ete refutes de la maniere la plus convaincante, et les droits de

la Grande Bretagne fur ce peuple revoke, fes bienfaits et fa longue patience,

ont tte deja prouves par la raifon et paries faits. Ilfuffit ici de remarquer,

que la France ne peut fe prevaloir de I'injuftice qu'elle reproche a la cour de

Londres fans introduire dans la jurifprudence de I'Europe des maximes aufli

nouvelles qu'clles feroient faufles et dangereufes ; fans fuppofer que les dif-

putes qui s'elevent au fein d'un etat independant et fouverain font foumifes a

la jurifdiftion d'un prince etranger, et que ce prince peut evoquer a fon tri-

bunal fes allies et leurs fujets revokes, pour juftifier la conduite du peuple

qui s'cll affranchi des devoirs de robei'lTance legitime. Les minillres du

roi tres Chretienne s'appercevront peut-etre un jour que I'ambition les a

fait oublter les interets et les droits de tous les fouverains. L'approbation

que la cour de Verfailles vient de donner a la revoke des colonies Angloifes

ne lui permettroit pas de blamer le foulevement de fes propres fujets dans le

nouveau monde o\i de ceux de I'Efpagne, qui auroient des motifs bien plus

puifliins pour fuivre le meme exemple, s'ils n'en etoient point detournes par

la vue des calamices dans lefquelles ces malheureufes colonies fe font pre-

cipitees.

Mais la France elle-meme paroit fentir la foibleffe, le danger et I'inde-

cence de ces pretenfions, et fe relachant dans la declaration du marquis de

Noailles, aufii bien que dans le dernier manifcfte, fur le droit de I'indepen-

dance, elle fe contente de foutenir que ces colonics revokeesjouiflbientdans

3 le
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le faitde cette independance qu'elles s'ccoient donnee ; que I'Angleterrc

meme I'avoit en quelque forte reconnue elle-meme en laiiTant fubfifter des

aftes qui tiennent a la fouverainete, et qu'ainfi la France, fans violer la paix,

pouvoit conclure un traitc d'amitie et de commerce avec les ctats unis de I'A-

merique Septentrionale.—Voici de quelle maniere la Grande Brecagne avoic

reconnu cette independance egalement imaginaire dans le droit et dans le fait-

Deux ans ne s'etoient pas encore paflcs depuis le jour que les rebelles avoient

declare leur refolution criminelle de fecouer le joug de la mere-patrie, et cc

terme avoir etc rempli par les evcnemens d'une guerre fanglante et opiniatre.

Les fucccs avoient etc balances, mais I'armce du roi,qui occupoit les plus impor-

tantes des villes maritimes, continuoit toujours de nienacer les provinces in-

terieures ; le pavilion Anglois regnoit fur routes les mers de TAmerique ; et

le retabliffement de fa dependance legitime etoitpofe comme la condition iii-

difpenfable de la paix que la Grande Bretagne offroit a des fuiets revokes,

dont elle refpeftoit les droits, les interets et meme les prejugts. La cour

de Verfailies qui annonce avec tant " de franchife et de funplicite" le traice

figne avec ces pretendus etats de I'Amerique, qu'elle trouvoit dans une fitu-

ation independante, avoit feule contribue par fes fecours clandeftins a nourrir

le feu de la revoke, et ce fut la crainte de la paix qui engagea la France a fc

fervir du bruit de cette alliance comme du moien le plus efficace pour cn-

flammer les efprits des peuples qui commencoient deja a. ouvrir les yeux fur

les fuites malheureufes de la revoke, la tyrannic de leurs nouveaux chefs et

les difpofitions paternellesde leur fouverain legitime.

Dans ces circonftances il eft impolTible de nier fans infuker trop grofficre-

ment a la raifon et a la verite, que la declaration du marquis de Noailles du

13 Mars de I'annee derniere ne dut etre rec^ue comme une veritable declara-

tion de guerre de la part du roi tres Chretien ; et les aflurances " qu'il

" avoit pris des mefures eventuelles avec les ttats unis de I'Ameriqiie, pour

" foutenir la liberte d'un commerce," qui avoit tant de fois excite les

plaintes legitimes de la Grande Bretagne, autorifoient le roi a confiderer de«

ce moment la France au nombre de fes ennemis. La cour de \''erfailles nc

peut pas s'empecher de reconnoitre que le roi d'Angleterre apres avoir rap-

pelle " fon ambafladeur, denon^a a fon parlement la demarche de fa ma-

" jefte comme un acle d'hoftilitc, comme une aggrcflion formelle et prc-

" meditee." Telle fut, il eft vrai, la declaration que I'honntur et la jufticc

exigerent du roi, et qu'il communiqua lans dclai a tous fes miniftres dans les

difierentes cours de TEurope, pour juflifier d'avancc les effets d'un ref,;

4 A : fentim^eot
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fentiment legitime. Des lors il eft afiez inutile de rechercher les ordres qui

furent envoics aux Indes Orientales, de marqucr le jour precis auqiiel les

flottes d'Angleterre ou de France forcirent de leurs ports refpeclifs, ou d'ex-

aminer les circonftances du combat avec la Belle Poule, et de la prife des

deux fregates qui furent efFedivementenlevees a la viie meme des cotes de la

France. Des lors le reproche qu'on fe permet de faire au roi d'avoir fi long

terns fufpendu la declarition formelle de la guerre, s'evanouit de lui meme.

Ces declaradons ne font que des moiens dont les nations font rcciproquement

convenues pour eviter latrahifon et la furprife ; mais les ceremonies qui an-

noncent ce changement terrible de la paix a. la guerre, les herauts, les pro-

clamations, ks manifeftes, ne font jamais ncceflaircs, et ne font pas toujoiirs

les mcmes. La declaration du marquis de Noailles fut le fignal de I'infrac-

tion publique de la paix : le roi proclama fur le champ a toutes les

nations qu'il acceptoit la guerre que la France lui offroit; les demarches ulte-

rieures de fa majeftc etoient du reflbrt de fa prudence plutot que de fa juf-

tice, et I'Europe peut juger maintenant fi la cour de Londres manquoit de

" moiens pour juftifier une declaration de guerre, et fi elle n'ofoit pas ac-

" cufer publiquement la France d'etre I'aggrefleur."

Puifque I'alliance de la France avec les colonies revoltees de I'Amerlque

avoit ete une infradion manifcfte de la paixet le motif legitime de la guerre,

la cour de Verfailles devoit naturellement s'attendre qu'a la premiere propofi-

tion d'un accommodement entre les deux couronnes, le Roi exigeroit de fa

part qu'on lui accordat une jufte fatisfadion fur un objet auffi important, ec

que la France renoncat a ces liaifons qui avoient force fa majefte .a prendre

les armes. La furprife affe6lee que les miniftres du roi trcs Chretien font

paroitre aujourdhui de la fermete de la cour de Londres eft affez conforme

a I'orgueil qui leur didta des conditions de paix que les plus grands fucces

auroient a peine juftifiees ; et la propofition qu'ils hazarderent pour engager

le roi a retirer fes troupes de I'Amcrique, et a reconnoitre I'independance

de fes fujets revokes, ne pouvoit qu'exciter I'etonnement et I'indignation de

fa majeftc. Le peu d'ouverture que la cour de Verfailles trouva a une efpe-

rance auffi vaine, I'obligea bientot a fe i-eplier d'une autre maniere ; elle a

propofe, par I'entremife de la cour de Madrid, un projet d'accommodement

moins offenfant peut-etre dans la forme, mais auffi peu admiffible par le fonds.

Le roi Catholique, avec le confentement de la France, communiqua aux mi-

niftres du roi la propofition d'une treve a longues annees, ou bien d'une fuf-

penfion generale et indcfinie de toutes hoftilites, pendant laquelle les colonies

2 rcvoltces.
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rcvoltces, les prctendus ctats iinis de rAnitrique Septentrionale, fcrolent

traitcs comme indcpendans dc fait. La rcflc.xion la plus fimple fuffit pour

dccouvrir I'artifice de ce projet infidieux, ec pour juftifier aux yeux de

I'Europe le refus du roi. Entre les fouverains qui fe reconnoiflent mais qui

fc combattent, les treves a longues annees, les fufpenfions d'hoftilites font

les moiens doux et falutaires pour applanir les difficukes qui s'oppofcnt a

renticre conclufion d'une paix qu'on renvoVe fans difgrace et fans danger a

un moment plus favorable. Mais dans la querelle domeftique de la Grande

Bretagne et fes colonies, la fouverainete meme, I'independance de droit ou

de fait, efU'objet de la difpute j et la dignite du roi ne lui permetroit point

d'accepter ces propofitions qui accordoient des I'entree de la negociation tout

ce qui pouvwit contenter I'ambition des Americains rebelles, pendant qu'elles

exigerent de fa majefte que fans aucune ftipulation en fa faveur, elle fe de-

Cftat pendant un terme long ou indefini des pretentions les plus legitimes.

'

La cour de Verfailles daignoit, il eft vrai, confentir que celle de Londres

traitat avec le Congres foit direftement, foit par I'entremife du roi d'Ef-

pagne. Sa majefte aflurementne s'abbaiftera point jufqu'^ fe plaindre de cct

X)rgueil, qui femble lui accorder comme une grace la permiflion de traiter

direftement avec fes fujets rebelles. Mais fi les Americains eux memes ne

font pas aveugles par la paffion et la prevention, ils verront ciairement dans

le procede de la France que leurs nouveaux allies deviendroient bientot leurs

tyrans ; et que cette independance pre'tenduc, achetee par tant de maiheurs tt

tantde fang, feroit foumife a la volonte defpotique d'une cour etrangere.

Si la France pouvoit verifier cet empreflement qu'elle attribue a la cour de

.Londres a rechercher la mediation de I'Efpagne, un pareil empreirement

ferviroit a prouver la jufte confiance du roi dans la bonte de fa caufe, et fon

eftime pour une nation gnicreufe qui a toujours meprife* la fraude et la per-

fidie. Mais la cour de Londres eft forcee a convenir que la mediation lui fut

offerte par les miniftres du roi Catholique, et qu'elle n'a d'autre merite que

celui d'avoir fait paroitre dans toutts les occafions une inclination vive et

fincere de delivrer fes fujets et meme fes ennemis du fleau de la guerre. La
conduite de la cour de Madrid pendant cette negociation fit bientot con-

noitre au roi qu'un mediateur qui oublioit fes intcrcts les plus chers pour fe

livrer a I'am'bition et au reftentiment d'une puiffance etrangere, feroit inca-

pable de propofer un accommodement fur ou honorable, L'experience

confirma fes foupgons : le projet injufte et inadmiffible qu'on vient d'expo-

fer fut le feul fruit de la mediation. Et a I'inftant meme que les miniftres du

roi
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Toi Catholique oftVoient avec lesprofeffions lesplus defintereflees fa capitale^

ies bons offices, fa garantie pour faciliter la concliifion du traite, ils laiflTerent

cntievoir dans le fond de I'obfcurite, de nouveaux fiijets de difcuffion qui

iTgardoient particiilierement I'Efpagne, mais fur lefquels ils refuferent tou-

jours de s'expliquer. Le refus de fa majefte d'acceder a Vultimattm de la

oour de Madrid fut accompagnede tous Ies menagemens et de tous Ies egards

convenables ; -et a moins que cette cour ne s'arrogeat le droit de difter Ies

•conditions de paix a un voifin independant et refpeflable, il ne fe pafTa rien

dans cette conioncture qui dut alterer I'harmonie des deux couronnes. Mais

Ies demarclKs ofFenfives de I'Efpagne, qu'clle n'a jamais pu revetir des plus

foibles apparences de requite, montrerent bientot que fa refolution etoitdeja

prifc, et que cette refolution lui avoit etc infpirce par le miniftere Francois,

qui n'avoit retarde la declaration de la cour de Madrid que dans I'efperance

de porter fous le mafque de Tamitie un coup mortel a I'honneur et aux inte-

rets de la Grande Bretagne.

Tels font Ies cnnemis injuftes et ambitieux qui' ont meprile la foi des

traites pour violer la tranquillite publique, et centre lefquels le roi defend

maintenant Ies droits de fa couronne et de fon peuple. L'evenement eft

encore dans la main du Tout-puifiant ; mais fa majefte, qui fe confie avec

une affurance ferme mais humble dans la proteAion Divine, fe perfuade que

lesvceMx de I'Europe appuieront la juftice de fa caufe, et applaudiront au

fucces de fes armes, qui n'ont point d'autre objet que de rctablir le repob

des nations fur une bafe folide et incbranlable.
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VINDICATION
OE

Some PASSAGES la the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Chapters-

OF THE

Hijiory of the Decline and Fall of the Ro7na?i Empire^

"pERHAPS it may be neceflary to inform the Public, that not long fince ar»

Examination of the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Chapters of the Hiflory

of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire was publifhed by Mr. Davis.

He ftyles himfelf a Bachelor of Arts, and a Member of Baliol College in

the univerfityof Oxford. His title-page is a declaration of vvarj and in the

profecution of his religious crufade, he aflumes a privilege of difregarding

the ordinary laws which are refpefted in the moft hoftile tranfacflions be-

tween civilized men or civilized nations. Some of the harfhcft epithets in

the Englifh language are repeatedly applied to the hiftorian, a part of whofe

work Mr. Davis has chofen for the objeft of his criticifm. To this author

Mr. Davb imputes the crime of betraying the confidence and feducing the

faith of thofe readers, who may heedlcfsly ftray in the flowery paths of his

diftion, without perceiving the poifonous fnake that lurks conceak-d in the

grafs

—

Latet anguis v! herbd. The Examiner has afiumed the province of

reminding them of " the unfair proceedings of fuch an infidious friend, who

« offers the deadly draught in a golden cup, that they may be lefs fenfible

" of the danger*. In order to which Mr. Davis has felefted fcveral of the

" more notorious inftances of his mifreprefentations and errors j reducing

" them to their refpeftive heads, and fubjoining a long Hftof almoft incre-

" dible inaccuracies : and fuch ftriking proofs of fervile plagiarifm, as the

" world will be furprifed to meet with in an author who puts in fo bold a

* Davif, Preface, p. ii..

« claim
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" claim to originality and extenfive reading * ?" Mr. Davis profecutes

this attack througii an odtavo volume of not lels than two hundred and

eighty-four pages with the fame implacable fpirit ; perpetually charges his

adverfary with perverting the ancients, and tranfcribing the moderns j and,

inconfiftently enough, imputes to him the oppofite crimes of art and care-

leffnefs, of grofs ignorance and of wilful falfehood. The Examiner clofes

his work f with a fevere reproof of thofe feeble critics who have allowed

any fhare of knowledge to an odious antagonift. He prefumes to pity and

to condemn the firft hiftorian of the prefent age, for die generous approba-

tion which he had beftowed on a writer, who is content that Mr. Davis fhould

be his enemy, whilft he has a right to name Dr; Robertfon for his friend.

When I delivered to the world the Firfl: Volume of an important Hiftory,

in which I had been obliged to conneft the progrefs of Chriflianity with the

civil ftate and revolutions of the Roman Empire, I could not be ignorant

that the refult of my enquiries might offend the intereil of fome and the

opinions of others. If the whole work was favourably received by the

Public, I had the more reafon to expeft that this obnoxious part would

provoke the zeal of thofe who confider themfelves as the Watchmen of the

Holy City. Thefe expeftations were not difappointed ; and a fruitful crop

of Anfwers, Apologies, Remarks, Examinations, &c. fprung up with all

convenient fpeed. As foon as I faw the advertifement, I generally fent for

them J for I have never affefted, indeed I have never underftood, the

ftoical apathy, the proud contempt of criticifm, which fome audiors have

publicly profefled. Fame is the motive, it is the reward, of our labours ;

nor can 1 eafily comprehend how it is poflible that we fhould remain cold

and indifferent with regard to the attempts which are made to deprive us of

the moft valuable objeft of our poileflions, or at leaft of our hopes. Be-

fides this flrong and natural impulfe of curiofity, I was prompted by the

more laudable defire of applying to my own, and the public benefit, the

well-grounded cenfures of a learned adverfary ; and of correfting thofe

faults which the indulgence of vanity and friendfhip had fuffered to efcape

without obfervation. I read with attention feveral criticifms which were

publifhed againft the two laft chapters of my Hiftory, and unlefs I much

deceived myfelf, I weighed them in my own mind without prejudice and

without refentment. After I was clearly fatisfied that their principal ob-

* Davis, Preface, p. iii. f Davis, p. 282, 283.
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jc6lionswerc founded on mifreprefentation ormiftake, I declined with fincere

and difinterefted reludance the odious tafk of controverfy, and almoft

formed a tacit refolution of committing my intentions, my writings, and

my adverfaries to the judgment of the Public, of whofe favourable difpofi-

tion I had received the mofl: flattering proofs.

The reafons which juftified my filence were obvious and forcible : the

refpedable nature of the fubjedt itfclf, which ought not to be rafhly violated

by the rude hand of controverfy ; the inevitable tendency of difpute, which

foon degenerates into minute and perfonal altercation ; the indifference of the

Pubhc for the difcufllon of fuch queilions aS'neither relate to the- bufinefs nor

the amufement of the prefent age. I calculated the pofiible lofs of temper

and the certain lofs of time, and confidered, that while I was laborioufly

engaged in a humiliating tafk, which could add nothing to my own reputa-

tion, or to the entertainment of my readers, I mufb interrupt the profecution

of a work which claimed my whole attention, and which the Public, or at

leaft my friends, feemed to require with fome impatience at my hands. The

judicious lines of Dr. Young fometimes offered themfelves to my memory,

and I felt the truth of his obfervation. That every author lives or dies by

his own pen, and that the unerring fentence of Time afljgns its proper rank

to every compofition and to every criticifm, which it preferves from

oblivion.

I fhould have confulted my own eafe, and perhaps I fhould have acled in

ftridter conformity to the rules of prudence, if I had ftill perfevered in

patient filence. But Mr. Davis may, if he pleafes, afilime the merit of

extorting from me the notice which I had refufed to more honourable foes.

I had declined the confideration of their literary ObjeElions j but he has

compelled me to give an anfwer to his criminal Accujatlons. Had he con-

fined himfelf to the ordinary, and indeed obfolete charges of impious prin-

ciples, and mifchievous intentions, I fhould have acknowledged with readi-

nefs and pleafure that the religion of Mr. Davis appeared to be very

different from mine. Had he contented himfelf with the ufe of that ftyle

which decency and politenefs have banifhed from the niore liberal part of

mankind, I fhould have fmiled, perhaps with fome contempt, but without

the leafl mixture of anger or refentment. Every animal employs the note,

or cry, or howl, which is peculiar to its fpecies ; every man exprefles him-

felf in the dialed the moll congenial to his temper anti inclination, the molt

familiar to the company in which he has lived, and to tlic authors with whom

VOL. ir. 4 B he
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he is converfant ; and while I was difpofed to allow that Mr. Davis had

made fome proficiency in ecclefiaftical ftudies, I fhould have confidered the

difference of our language and manners as an unfurmountable bar of fepara-

tion between us. Mr. Davis has overleaped that bar, and forces me to

contend with him on die very dirty ground which he has chofen for the fcene

of our combat. He has judged, I know not- with how m.uch propriety,

that the fupport of a caufe, which would difclaim fuch unworthy affiftance,

depended on the ruin of my moral and literary charafter. The different

mifreprefentations, of which he has drawn out the ignominious catalogue,^

would materially affed my crediras'an hiftorian, my reputation as a fcholar,

and even my honour and veracity as a gentleman. If I am indeed incapable

of underftanding what I read, I can no longer claim a place among thofe

writers who merit the efteem and confidence of the Public. If I am capable

of wilfully perverting what I underftand, I no longer deferve to live in the

fociety of thofe men, who confider a ftrift and inviolable adherence to truth

as the foundation of every thing that is virtuous or honourable in human

nature. At the fame time, I am not infenfible that his mode of attack has

given a tranfient pleafure to my enemies, and a tranfient uneafinefs to my
friends. The fize of his volume, the boldnefs of his affertions, the acri-

mony of his ftyle, are contrived with tolerable fkill ta confound the igno-

rance and candour of his readers. There are few who will examine the

truth or juftice of his accufations ; and of thofe perfons who have been di-

reifted by their education to the ftudy of ecclefiaftical antiquity, many will

believe, or will affedl to believe, that the fuccefs of their charapioa has

been equal to his zeal, and that the Jerfent pierced with an hundred wounds

lies expiring at his feet. Mr. Davis's book laill ceafe to be read (perhaps-

the grammarians may already reproach me for the ufe of an improper tenfe) i,

but the oblivion towards which it feems to be hafteoing, will afford the

more ample fcope for the artful practices of thofe, who may not fcruple to

affirm, or rather to infinuate, that Mr. Gibbon was publickly convifted of

falfehood and mifreprefentation ; that the evidence produced againft him was

unanfwerable j and that hia filence was the efted and the proof of confcious

guilt. Under the hands of a malicious furgeon, the fting of a wafp may

continue to fefter and inflame, long after the vexatious litde infedt has left .

its venom and its life in the wound.

The defence of my own honour is undoubtedly the firft and prevailing

motive -which urges me to repel, with vigour an unjufi; and unprovoked.

auackj.
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attack ; and to undertake a tedious vindication, which, after the perpetual

repetition of the vaineft and mofl; difgiifting of tlie pronouns, will only

prove that 1 am innocent, and that Mr. Davis, in his charge, has very fre-

quently fubfcribed his own condemnation. And yet I may prefume to af-.

firm, that the Public have fome intereft in this controverfy. They have fome

intereft to know, whether the writer whom they have honoured with their

favour is deferving of their confidence > whether they muft content them-

felves with reading the Hiftory of the Decline and Fall of die Roman Em-
pire as a tale mnufing enough, or whether they may venture to receive it as a

fliir and authentic hiftory. The general perfuafion of mankind, that where

much has been pofitively alTerted, fumething muft be true, may contribute to

encourage a fecret fufpicion, which would naturally difFufe itfelf over the

whole body of the work. Some of thofe friends who may now tax me with

imprudence for taking this public notice of Mr. Davis's book, have perhaps

already condemned me for filently acqiiiefcing under the weight of ftich feri-

ous, fuch direcSt, and fucii circumftantial imputations.

Mr. Davis, who in the laft page of his work * appears to have recollefted

that modefty is an amiable and ufeful qualification, affirms, that his plan re-

quired only that he fhould confuk the authors to whom he was direded by
my references ; and that thejudgment of riper years was not fo neceflary to

enable him to execute with fuccefs the pious labour to which he had devoted

his pen. Perhaps, before we feparate, a moment to which I moft fervently

afpire, Mr. Davis may find that amature judgment is indifpenfably requifite

for the fuccefsful execution of any work of literature, and more efpecially of

criticifm. Perhaps he will difcover, that a young ftudent, who haftily c©n-

fults an unknown author, on a fubjed with which he is unacquainted, cannot

always be guided by the moft accurate reference" to the knowledge of the

fenfc, as well as to the fight of the pafiage which has been quoted by his ad-

verfary. Abundant proofs of thefe maxims will hereafter be fuggefted.

For the prefent, I fliall only remark, that it is my intention to purfue, in my
defence, the order, or rather the courfc, which Mr. Davis has marked out

in his Examination ; and that I have numbered the feveral articles of my im-

peachment according to the moft natural uivifion of the fubjcct. And now
let me proceed on this hoftile march over a dreary r.nd barren defert, where

thirft, hunger, and intolerable wearinefs, are much more to be dreaded than

the arrows of the enemy,

* Davis, p. 2S{.
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5 j<5 VINDICATION of SOME PASSAGES in CHAPTERS XV. wd XVI,

I.

^ " The remarkable mode of quotation which Mr. Gibbon adopts, muft
Quota- *

_ _

TioNs IN (X immediately ftrike every one who turns to his notes. He fometimes only

" mentions the author, perhaps the book ; and often leaves the reader the

•f toil of finding out, or rather gueffing at the pafTage. The policy, how-

" ever, is not without its defign and ufe. By endeavouring to deprive us

*' of the means of comparing him with the authorities he cites, he flattered

** himfelf, no doubt, that he might fafely have recourfe to mijreprejmt-

" ation *." Such is the ftyle of Mr. Davisj who in another place f men-

tions this mode of quotation " as a good artifice to efcape detection ;" and

applauds, with an agreeable irony, his own labours in turning over a few

pages of the Theodofian code.

I fhall not defcend to animadvert on tRe rude and illiberal flrain of this

paflage, and I will frankly own that my indignation is loft in aftonifliment.

The Fifteenth and Sixteenth Chapters of my Hiftory are illuftrated by three

hundred and eighty-three Notes ; and the nakednefs of a few Notes, which

are not accompanied by any quotation, is amply compenfated by a much

o-reater number, which contain two, three, or perhaps four diftinft re-

ferences j fo that upon the whole my ftock of quotations, which fupport and

juftify my faifls, cannot amount to lefs than eight hundred or a thoufand.

As I had often felt the inconvenience of the loofe and general method of

quoting which is fo falfely imputed, to me, I have carefully diftinguifhed the

hooks, the chapters, the feSlions, the pages of the authors to whom I re-

ferred, with a degree of accuracy and attention, which might claim fome

gratitude, as it has felJom been fo regularly pra6i:ifed by any hiftorical

writers. And here I muft confefs fome obligation to Mr. Davis, who, by

ftaking my credit and his own on a circumftance fo obvious and palpable,

has given me this early opportunity of fubmitting the merits of our caufe, or

at leaftof our chara6ters, to the judgment of the Public. Hereafter, when

I am fummon^d to defend myfelf againft the imputation of mifquoting

the text, or mifreprefenting the fenfe of a Greek or Latin author, it will not

be in my power to communicate the knowledge of the languages, or the pof-

feffion of the books, to thofe readers who may be deftitute either of one or

of the other ; and the part which they are obliged to take between affertions

equally ftrong and peremptory, may fometimes be attended with doubt and

* Davis, Preface, p. ii. + Id. p. 230.

hefitation.
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hefitation. But, in the prefent inftance, every reader who will give himfelf

the trouble of confulting the firfl: volume of my Hiftory, is a competent

judge of the queftion. I exhort, I folicit him to run his eye down the co-

lumns of Notes, and to count hew many of the quotations are minute and par-

ticular, how few are vague and general. "When he has fatisfied himfelf by

this eafy computation, there is a word which may naturally fuggeft itfelf; an

epithet, which I fliould be forry either to deferve or ufe j the boldnefs of

Mr. Davis's aflertion, and the confidence of my appeal, will tempt, nay,

perhaps, will force him to apply that epithet eitiier to one or to the other of

the advcrfe parties.

I have confefled that a critical eye may difcover/o/w^ loofe and general re-

ferences ; but as they bear a very inconfiderable proportion to the whole mafs,

they cannot lupport, or even excufe, a falfe and ungenerous accufation,

which mufl: refieft dilhonour either on the object or on the author of it.

If the examples in which I have occafionally deviated from my ordinary

practice were Ipecified and examined, I am perfuaded that they might al-

ways be fairly attributed to one of the following reafons. i . In fome rare

inftances, which I have never attempted to conceal, I have been obliged to

adopt quotations, which were exprelfed with lefs accuracy than I could have

wifhed. 1. I may have accidentally recollected the fenfe of a pafifage which

I had formerly read, without being able to find the place, or even to tran-

fcribe from memory the precife words. 3. The whole traft (as in a re-

markable inftance of the fecond apology of Juftin Martyr) was fo fhort,

that a more particular defcription was not required. 4. The form of the

compofition fupplied the want of a local reference j the preceding mention

of the year fixed the paffage of the annalift ; and the reader was guided to

the proper fpot in the commentaries of Grotius, Valefius, or Godefroy, by

the more accurate citation of their original author. 5. The idea which I

was defirous of communicating to the reader, was fometimes the general

refult of the author or treatife that I had quoted ; nor was it poffible to con-

fine, within the narrow limits of a particular reference, the fenfe or fpirit

which was mingled with the whole mats. Thefe motives are either laud-

able, or at leaft innocent. In two of thefe exceptions, my ordinary mode

of citation was fuperfluous ; in the other three, it was imprasfticable.

In quoting a comparifon which Tertullian had ufed to exprefs the rapid

Increafe of the Marcionites, I cxprefsly declared that I was obliged to quote it

frona
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from memory *. If I have been guilty of comparing them to l>ees inftead of

wa/ps, I can however moft fincerely difclaim the fagacious fufpicion of

Mr. Davis f, who imagines that I was tempted to amend the fimile of Ter-

tuliian, from an improper partiality for thofe odious heretics.

A refcript of Diocletian, which declared the old law (not an old law X)

had been alleged by me on the refpedable authority of Fra-Paolo. The

Examiner, who thinks that he has turned over the pages of the Theodofian

code, informs
||

his reader that it may be found, 1. vi. tit. xxiv, leg. 8. ; he

will be furprifed to learn that this refcript could not hefound m a code where

it does not exift, but that it may diRindly be read in the fame number, the

fame title, and the fame book of the code of Justinian. He who is fe-

vere fliould at leaft be juft : yet I fliould probably have difdained this mi-

nute animadverfion, unlefs it had ferved to difplay the general ignorance of

the critic in the hiftory of the Roman jurifprudence. If Mr. Davis had not

been an abfolute ftranger, the moft treacherous guide could not have perfuaded

him that a refcript of Diocletian was to be found in the Theodofian code,

•which was defigned only to preferve the laws of Conftantine and his fuc-

ceffors. " Compendiofam (fays Theodofius himfelf ) Divalium Conftitu-

" tionum fcientiam, ex D. Conftantini temporibus roboramus." (Novell, ad

calcem Cod. Theod. L. i. tit. i. leg. i.)

Errors of II. Few objefts are below the notice of Mr. Davis, and his criticifm is

THE PRESS,
j^gygj. f-Q formidable as when it is direfted againft the guilty corrector of

the prefs, who on fome occafions has fliewn himfeif negligent of my fame

and of his own. Some errors have arifen from the omiflion of letters ; from

the confufion of cyphers, which perhaps were not very diftinflly marked in

the original manufcript. The two of the Roman, and the eleven of the Ara-

bic numerals, have been unfortunately miftaken for each other; the fimilaa'

forms of a 2 and a 3, a 5 and a 6, a 3 and an 8, have improperly been tranf-

pofed ; A?ztolycus for A«tolycus, Idolatria for Ido/olatria, Holfterius for

Holflewius, had efcaped my own obfervation, as well as the diligence of the

perfon who was employed to revife the Ilieets of my Hiftory. Thefe im-

portant errors, from the indulgence of a deluded Public, have been multi-

plied in the numerous impreffions of three different editions ; and for the

* Gibbon's Hiftory, p. 551. I (hall ufually refer to the third edition, unlefs there are any

various readings.

f Davis, p. 144. X Gibbon, p. 593. || Davisj p. 2jp.
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prefent I can only lamenc my own defeds, while I deprecate the wrath of

Mr. Davis, who feems ready to infer that I cannot either read or write. I

fincerely admire his patient indiiftry, which I defpair of being able to imi-

tate ; but if a future edition fhould ever be required, I could wifli to obtain,

on any reafonable terms, the fervices of foufcful a corredor.

in. Mr. Davis had been direfted by my references to fcveral paflages of Dipfer-

Optatus Milevitanus *, and of the Bibliotheque Ecclefiaftique of M. Dupinf. ^^^ ^^
^

He eagerly confults thofe places, is unfuccefsful, and is happy. Somedmes

the place which I have quoted does not offer any of the circumftances which

I had alleged, fomedmes only a few ; and Ibmetimes the fame paflages ex-

hibit a fenfe totally adverfe and repugnant to mine. Thefe fhameful mifre-

prefentadons incline Mr. Davis to fufpeift that I have never confulted the

original, (not even of a common French book !) and he aflcrts his right to

cenfure my prefumpdon. Thefe important charges form two diftinct ard-

cles in the lift of mijreprejentations \ but Mr. Davis has amufed himfelf with

adding to the flips of the pen or of the prefs, fomc complaints of his ill

fuccefs, when he attempted to verify my quotations from Cyprian and from:

Shaw's Travels J.

The fuccefs of Mr. Davis would indeed have been fomewhat extraordi-

nary, unlefs he had confulted the fame editions, as well as the fame places.

I fliall content myfelf with mentioning the edidons which I have ufcd, and

with afluring him, that if he renews his fearch, he will not, or rather that

he will, be difappointed.

Mr. Gibbon's Editions.

Optatus Milevitanus, by Dupin, fol. Paris,

1700.

Dupin. Bibliotheque Ecclefiafticjue, 410.

Paris, 1690.

Cypriani Opera, Edit. Fell. fol. Amfterdam,

1700.

Shaw's Travels, 410. London, 1757.

Mr. Davis's Ediuons.

Fol. Antwerp, 1702.

8vo. Paris, 1687.

Moll probably Oxon, 16S2.

The folio Edition. '

IV. The nature of my fubjedt had led me to mention, notthe real origin Jt-wtsH-

of the Jews,, but their firft appearance to the eyes of other nations; and Tacitw*!

I cannot avoid tranfcribing the fliort paflage in which I had introduced

them. " The Jews, who under the AflTyrian and Perfian monarchies had

" languiflied for many ages the moft defpifed portion of their flaves.

• Davis, p. 11, t Id. p. 13*^136, J Id. p. 151— 155-

" emerged
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*' emerged from their obfcurky under the fucceflbrs of Alexander, And as

« they multiplied to a furprifing degree in the eaft, and afterwards in the

" weft, they foon excited the curiofity and wonder of other nations *." This

fimple abridgment feems in its turn to have excited the wonder of Mr.

Davis, whofe furpxife almoft renders him eloquent. " What a ftrange af-

" femblage," fays he, " is here ? It is like Milton's chaos, without bound,

" without dimenfion, where time and place are loft. In fhort, what does

" this difplay afford us, but a deal of boyifli colouring to the prejudice of

" much good hiftory f ?" If I rightly underftand Mr. Davis's language,

he cenfures, as a piece of confufed declamation, the paflage which he has

produced from my Hiftory ; and if I colleft the angry criticifms which he

has fcattered over twenty pages of controverfy J, I think I can difcover that

there is hardly a period, or even a word, in this unfortunate paflage, which

has obtained the approbation of the Examiner.

As nothing can efcape his vigilance, he cenfures me for including the

twelve tribes of Ifrael under the common appellation of Jews §, and for ex-

tending the name of Assyrians to the fubjefts of the kings of Babylon
|| j

and again cenfures me, becaufe fome fafbs which are affirmed or infmuated in

my text, do not agree with the ftridl and proper limits which he has affigned

to thofe national denominations. The name oi Jews has indeed been efta-

bliflied by the fceptre of the tribe of Judah^ and, in the times which pre-

cede the captivity, it is ufed in the more general fenf' with fome fort of im-

propriety ; but furely I am not peculiarly charged with a fault which has

been confecrated with the confent of twenty centuries, the pra61:ice of the

beft writers, ancient as well as modern, (fee Jofephus and Prideaux, even

in the titles of their refpeftive works,) and by the ufage of modern lan-

guages, of the Latin, the Greek, and if I may credit Reland, of the Hebrew

itfelf (fee Paleftin, L. i. c. 6). With regard to the other word, that of

Affyrians, moft afluredly I will notlofe myfelfin the labyrinth of the Afiatic

monarchies before the age of Cyrus ; nor indeed is any more required for

my juftification, than to prove that Babylon was confidered as the capital

and royal feat of Affyria. If Mr. Davis were a man of learning, I might be

niorofe enough to cenfure his ignorance of ancient geography, and to over-

whelm him under a load of quotations, which might be colleded and tran-

fcribed with very little trouble : but as I mujl fuppofe that he has received a

• Gibbon, p. 537.
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clafTical education, I might have expefted him to Jiave read the firft book of

Herodotus, where that hiftorian defcribes, in the cleareft and mofl elegant

terms, the fituation and greatnefs of Babylon : Trj? St A<r<rv^,n; t« /l*f^ kou x«.

aXXa, sroXitTj/.ocToi, [j,i<y»\x sroWx, to ie ovoiJiXCToTizrov nai nryvfiOTaTon Kat tvS'oi

ffpt, NiKJu oaxa-rxrou yti/oj/.svng, rx (ix<nXmx xxTia-rtixic, rtv BocQvXuv. (Clio.

c. 178,) I may be furprifed that he fliould be fo little converfant with the

Cyropoedia of Xenophon, in the whole courfe of which the King of Ba-

bylon, the adverfary of the Medes and Perfians, is repeatedly mentioned by

the ftyle and title of the Assyrian, 'O fs Aa-a-v^io^, BxQuXuvx re tyjjiv xai

r-t\v axxtiv Airtrv^ixv. (L. ii. p. I02, 103, edit. Hutchinfon.) But there re-

mains fomething more : and Mr. Davis muft apply the fame reproaches of

inaccuracy, if not ignoratjce, to the prophet Ifaiah, who, in the name of Je-

hovah, announcing the downfall of Babylon and the deliverance of Ifrael,

declares with an oath, " And as I have purpofed the thing fhall ftand : to

" crufli the Assyrian in my land, and to trample him on my mountains.

*' Then fliall his yoke depart from off them j and his burthen fhall be re-

" moved from off their flioulders." (Ifaiah, xiv. 24, 25, Lowth's new tranf-

lation. See likewife the Bifhop's note, p. 98.) Our old tranflation ex-

preffes, with lefs elegance, the fame meaning ; but I mention with pleafure

the labours of a refpedable Prelate, who in this, as well as in a former work,

has very happily united the mod critical judgment, with the tafte and fpirit

of poetry.

The jealoufy which Mr. Davis affe^fls for the honour of the Jewifh people

will not fuffer him to allow that they vitvtjlaves to the conquerors of the

Eaft : and while he acknowledges that they were tributary and dependent, he

feems defirous of introducing, or even inventing, fome milder exprelTion of

the ftate of vaffalage an<^ fubfervknce*'; from whence Tacitus affumed the

Vford^soi defpeSliJftmafnrsfervientiian. Has Mr. Davis never heard of the

diftinftion of civil and political flavery ? Is he ignorant that even the na-

tural and viflorious fubjefts of an Afiatic delpot have been defervedly

marked with the opprobrious epithet of flaves by every writer acquainted

with the name and advantage of freedom ? Does he not know that, under

fuch a government, the yoke is impofed with double weiglit on the necks of

the vanquiflied, as the rigour of tyranny is aggravated by the abufe of con-

queft ? From the firft invj.fion of Judsea by the arms of the Affyrians, to

, ,

• Davis, p. 6.
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the fiibverfion of the Perfian monarchy by Alexander, there elapfed a period

of above four hundred years, which included about twelve ages or genera-

tions of the human race. As long as the Jews afferted their independence,

they repeatedly fuffered every calamity which the rage and infolence of a vic-

torious enemy could inflift : the throne of David was overturned, the temple

and city were reduced to afhes, and the whole land, a circumfcance perhaps

unparalleled in hiftory, remained threefcore and ten years without inhabitants,

and without cultivation. (2 Chronicles, xxxvi. ai.) According to an inftitu-

tion which has long prevailed in Afia, and particularly in the Turkifh go-

vernment, the mod beautiful and ingenious youths were carefully educated

in the palace, where fuperior merit fometimes introduced thefc fortunate

Jlaves to the favour of the conqueror, and to the honours of the fl:ate. (See

the book and example of Daniel.) The reft of the unhappy jews experi-

enced the hardfhips of captivity and e.\ile in diftanc lands j and while indivi-

duals were opprelfed, the nation feemed to be dilTolved or annihilated. The

gracious edift of Cyrus was offered to allthofc v.'ho worlhipped the God of

Ifrael in the temple of Jerufalem i but it was accepted by no more than

forty-two thoufand perfons of either fex and of every age, and of thele

about thirty thoufand derived their origin from the tribes of Judah, of Ben-

jamin, and of Levi. (See Ezra, i. Nehemiah, vii. and Prideaux's Connec-

tions, vol. i. p. 107. fol. edit. London, 1718.) The inconfiderable bandof

exiles, who returned to inhabit the land of their fathers, cannot be computed

as the hundred and fiftieth part of the mighty people that had been numbered

by the impious rafiinefs of David. After a furvey, which did not compre-

hend the tribes of Levi and Benjamin, the monarch was aflured that he

reigned over one million five hundred and Jeventy tboujand men that drew

fword (i Chronicles, xxi. i—6), and the country of Judsea muft

have contained near feven millions of free inhabitants. The progrefs

of reftoration is always lefs rapid than that of deftrudlion ; Jerufalem,

which had been ruined in a few months, was rebuilt by the flow and in-

terrupted labours of a whole century ; and the Jews, who gradually mul-

tiplied in their native feats, enjoyed a fervile and precarious exiftence, which

depended on the capricious will of their mafter. The books of Ezra and Ne-

hemiah do not afford a very pleafingview of their fituation under the Perfian

empire ; and the book of Efther exhibits a moft extraordinary inftance of the

degree of eftimation in which they were held at the court of Sufa. A mini-

fter addreffed his king in the following words, which may be confidered as a

a commentary
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commentary 6n the defpectiffuaa fars fervientium o{ x\-\<t Roman hiftorlan :

" And Haman fliid to king Ahafiierus, There is a certain people fcatterecj

" abroad, and difperfed among the people in all the provinces of thy king-

" domj and their laws are dive rfe from all people, neither keep they the

«< King's Jaws ; therefore it is not for the King's profit to fuffer them. If it

'' pleafe tlie King, let it be written that they may be deftroyed; and I will

*' pay ten thoufand talents of filver to the hands of thofethat have the charge

" of the bufinefs, to bring it to the King's treafiiries. And the king took

" his ring from liis hand, and gave it to Plaman, the fon of Hammedatha

" the Agagitc, the Jews' enemy. And the king faid unto Haman, The
" filver is given unto thee ; the people alfo, to do with them as it feemeth

" good to thee." (Ellher, iii. S-t-ii.) This trifling favour was alked by

the Minifter, and granted by the Moaarch, with an eafy indifference, which

expreffed their contempt for the lives and fortunes of the Jews ; the bufineft

pafled without difficulty through the forms of office ; and had Efther been

lefs lovely, or lefs beloved, a fingle day would have confummated the uni-

verfal flaughter of a lubmifTive people, to whom no legal defence was al-

lowed, and from whom no refiflance feems to have been dreaded. I am a

ftranger to Mr. Davis's political principles ; but I fhould think that the

epithet of Jlaves, and of defpifed (laves, may, without injuflice, be applied

to a captive nation, over whofe head the fword of tyranny was fuipcnded

by lb flender a thread.

The policy of the Macedonians was very different from that of the Per-

fians ; and yet Mr. Davis, who reluiflantly confefTes that the Jews were

opprefTed by the former, does not underfland how long they were favoured

and protefted by the latter *. In the fhock of thofe revolutions wJiich di-

vided the empire of Alexander, Judaea, like the other provinces, expe-

rienced the tranfient ravages of an advancing or retreating enen>y, who led

away a multitude of captives. I^ut, in the age of Jofephus, the Jews flill

enjoyed the privileges granted by the kings of Afia and Egypt, who had

fixed numerous colonies of that nation in the new cities of Alexandria,

Antioch, &c. and placed them in the fame honourable condition (i(ro7rcXiTje?-,

iiroTipaf) as the Greeks and Macedonians themfelves. (Jofeph. Antiquitat.

L. xii. c. I. 3. p. 585. 596. vol. i. edit. Havercamp.) Had they been

treated with lefs indulgence, their fettle.ment in thofe celebrated cities, the

feats of commerce and learning, was enough to introduce them to the

• Davis, p. 4.
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knowledge of the world, and to juftify my abjurd propofition, that they

emerged from obfcurity under the fucceflbrs of Alexander.

The Jews remained and flourilhed under the mild dominion of the Mace-

donian princes, till they were compelled to aflert their civil and religious

rif^hts againft Antiochus Epiphanes, who had adopted new maxims of ty-

ranny ; and the age of the Maccabees is perhaps the moft glorious period

of the Hebrew annals. Mr. Davis, who on this occafion is bewildered by

the fubtlety.of Tacitus, does not comprehend why the hiftorian fhould af-

cribe the independence of the Jews to three negative caufes, " Macedonibus

" invalidrs, Parthis nondum adultis, et Romani procul aberant." To the

underftanding of the critic, Tacitus might as well have obferved, that the

Jews were not deftroyed by a plague, a famine, or an earthquake; and Mr.

Davis cannot fee, for his own part, any reafon why they may not have

\ defied kings of their own two or three hundred years before *. Such in-

deed was not the reafon of Tacitus : he probably confidered that every na-

tion, deprefled by the weight of a foreign power, naturally rifes towards the

furface, as foon as the preffure is removed ; and he might think that, in a

fhort and rapid hiftory of the independence of the Jews, it was fufficient for

him to fhew that the obftacles did not exift, which, in an earlier or in a later

period, would have checked their efforts. The curious reader, who has

leifure to ftudy the Jewifh and Syrian hiftory, will difcover, that the throne

of the Afmonrean princes was confirmed by the two great viftories of the

Parthians over Demetrius Nicator, and Antiochus Sidetes (fee Jofeph.

Antiquitat. Jud. L. xiii. c. 5, 6. 8, 9. Juftin, xxxvi. i. xxxviii. 10. with

Ulher and Prideaux, before Chrift 141 and 130) ; and the expreffion of

Tacitus, the more clofely it is examined, wili be the more rationally ad-

mired.

My quotations f are the objefl of Mr. Davis's criticifm |, as well as the

text of this fhort, but obnoxious pafTage. He corredts the error of my

memory, which had fuggefted Jervitutis inftead oiJervientium ; and fo na-

tural is the alliance between truth and moderation, that on this occafion he

forgets his charafter, and candidly acquits me of any malicious defign to

mifreprefent the words of Tacitus. The other references, which are con-

tained in the firft and fecond Notes of my Fifteenth Chapter, are connefted

with each other, and can only be miftaken after they have been forcibly

* Davis, p. 8. t Gibbon^ p. 537, Note i, 2. J I>avi3, p. 10, 11. 20.
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feparated. The filence of Herodotus is a fair evidence of the obfcurity of

the Jews, \vho had efcaped the eyes of fo curious a traveller. The Jews

are firft mentioned by Juftin, when he relates the fiege of Jerufalem by

Antiochus Sidetes ; and the conqueft of Judaea, by the arms of Pompey,

engaged Diodorus and Dion to introduce that fingular nation to the acquaint-

ance of their readers. Thefe epochs, which are within feventy years ofeach

other, mark the age in which the Jewifh people, emerging from their ob-

fcurity, began to afl a part in the fociety of nations, and to excite the

curiofity of the Greek and Roman hiftorians. For that purpofe only, I had

appealed to the authority of Diodorus Siculus, of Juftin, or rather of

Trogus Pompeius, and of Dion Caffius. If I had defigned to inveftigate

the Jcwlfh antiquities, reafon, as well as faith, muft have directed my in-

quiries to the Sacred Books, which, even as human produdlions, would

deferve to be ftudied as one of the moft curious and original monuments of

the Eaft.

I ftand accufed, though not indeed by Mr. Davis, for profanely depre-

ciating the promifed Land, as well as the cho/en People. The Gentleman

without a name has placed this charge in the front of his battle *, and if mv
memory does not deceive me, it is one of the few remarks in Mr. Apthorpe's

book, which have any immediate relation to my Hiftory. They feem to

confider in the light of a reproach, and of an unjuft reproach, the idea

which I had given of Paleftine, as of a territory fcarcely fuperior to Wales

in extent and fertility f ; and they ftrangely convert a geographical obferva-

tion into a theological error. When I recoiled that the imputation of a

fimilar error was employed by the implacable Calvin, to precipitate and to

juftify the execution of Servetiis, I muft applaud the felicity of this country,

and of this age, which has difarmed, if it could not moUify, the fiercenefs

of ecclefiaftical criticifm. (See Diftionnaire Critique de ChaufFepie, torn. iv.

p. 223.)

As I had compared the narrow extent of Phoenicia and Paleftine with the

important bleffings which thofe celebrated countries had diff"ufed over the

reft of the earth, their minute fize became an objedt not of cenfure but

of praife.

Ingentes atiimos angujio in peSiore verjant.

* Remarks, p. 1. •} Gibbon, p. 30.
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The precife meafure of Paleftine was taken from Templeman's Surs'cy of

the Globe: he allows to Wales 701 1 fquare Englifh miles, to the Morea

or Peloponnefus 7220, to the Seven United Provinces 7546, and to Ju-

dn?a Or Paleftine 7600. The difference is not very confiderable, and if any

of thefe countries has been magnified beyond its real fize, Afia is more

liable than Europe to have been affefted by the inaccuracy of Mr. Temple-

man's maps. To the authority of this modern iurvey, I fhall only add the

ancient and weighty teftimony of Jerom, who paflcd in Paleftine above

thirty years of his life. From Dan to Berfliebah, the two fixed and pro-

verbial boundaries of the Holy Land, he reckons no more than one iuindred

and fixty miks (Hieronym. ad Dardanum, torn. iii. p. 66), and the

breadth of Paleftine cannot by any expedient be ftretched to one half of it«

length. (See Reland, Paleftin. L. ii. c. 5. p. 421.)

The degrees and limits of fertility cannot be afcertaincd with die ftrid

fmiplicity of geographical meafures. Whenever v/e fpeak of the produc-

tions of the earth, in different climates, our ideas muft be relative, our ex-

prefTions vague and doubtful ; nor can we always diftinguifli between the

gifts of Nature and the rewards of induftry. The emperor Frederick II.,

the enemy and the victim of the Clergy, is accufed of faying, after his re-

turn from his Crufade, that the God of the Jews would have defpifed his

promifed land, if he had once feen the fruitful realms of Sicily and Naples.

(See Giannone Iftoria Civile del Regno di Napoli, tom. ii. p. 245.) This

raillery, which malice has perhaps falfely imputed to Frederick, is incon-

fiftent with truth and piety ; yet it muft be confefted, that the foil of Palef-

tine does not contain that inexhauftiblc, and as it were Ipontaneous princi-

ple of fecundity, which, under the moft unfavourable circumftance, has

covered with rich harvefts the banks of the Nile, the fields of Sicily, or the

plains of Poland. The Jordan is the only navigable river of Paleftine : a

confiderable part of the narrow fpace is occupied, or rather loft, in the

Dead Sea, whofe horrid afpeft infpires every fenfation of diJguft, and

countenances every tale of horror. The diftriifts which border on Arabi'a

partake of the fandy quality of the adjacent defert. The face of the

country, except the fea-coaft and the valley of the Jordan, is covered with

mountains, which appear for the moft part as naked and barren rocks j and

in the neighbourhood of Jerufalem there is a real fcarcity of the two ele-

ments of earth and water. (See Maundrel's TJ'ravels, p. 6^, and Reland

Paleftin.



of the DECLINE and FALL of the ROMAN EMPIRE. l6^

Palcftln. torn. i. p. 238—395.) Thefe diladvantages, which now operate

in their fullelt extent, were .fbrnierly corrected by the labours of a numerous

people, and the aflive protedion of a wife government. The hills were

cloached with rich beds of artificial mould, the rain was colleAed in vaft

cifterns, a fupply of frefh water was conveyed by pipes and aqueduds to the

dry lands, the breed of catde was encouraged in diofe parts which were not

adapted for tillage, and almoft every fpot was compelled to yield fomc

produftion for the ufe of die inhabitants. (See the fame teftimonies and

obfervations of Maundrel and Reland.)

Pater ipje cokndt

Handfacilem ejfe viam vohut, primujque per artem

Movit agros ; curis acuens mortalia corda

Nee torpere gravi pajfus sua Regna veterno.

Such are the ufeful vicStories which have been atchieved by Man on the

lofty mountains of Switzerland, along the rocky coaft of Genoa, and upon

the barren hills of Paleftine ; and fince Wales has flourilhed under the in-

fluence of Englifli freedom, that rugged country has furely acquired fome

fhare of the fame induflrious merit and the fame artificial fertility. Thofe

Critics who interpret the comparifon of Paleftine and Wales as a tacit libel

on the former, are themfelves guilty of an unjuft fatire againft the latter,

of thofe countries. Such is the injufticeof Mr. Apthorpe and of the anony-

mous Gentleman : but if Mr. Davis (as we may fufpeft from his name) is

himfelf of Cambrian origin, his patriotifm on this occafion has prote(5led

me from his zeal.

V. I fhall begin this article by the confefiion of an error which candour

might perhaps excufe, but which my Adverfary magnifies by a pathetic

interrogation. " When he tells us, that he has carefully examined all the

" original materials, are we to believe him ? or is it his defign to try how
" far the credulity and eafy dilpofition of the age will fufier him to proceed

" unfufpeded and undifcovered*?" ^loufque tandem abuteris Catilina

patientid noftrd ?

In fpeaking of the danger of idolatry, I had quoted the piftorefque ex-

preffion of Tertullian, " Recogita fylvam et quantiE ladtant fpinx," and

finding it marked c, 10. in my Notes, I haftily, diough naturally, added

• Davis, p. ij.
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de Idololatria, infteadof de Corona Militis, and referred to one Treatife of

TertuUian inftead of another *. And now let me afk in my turn, whether

Mr. Davis had any real knowledge of the paflage which I had mifplaced, or

whether he made an ungenerous ufe of his advantage, to infinuate that I had

invented or perverted the words of TertuUian ? Ignorance is lefs criminal

than malice, and I fliall be fatisfied if he will plead guilty to the milder

charge.

The fame obfervatlon may be extended to a paflage of Le Clerc, which

aflerts, in the cleareft terms, the ignorance of the more ancient Jews with

regard to a future fl:ate. Le Clerc lay open before me, but while my eye

moved from the book to the paper, I tranfcribed the reference c. i. fed. 8.

inftead of feft. i. c. 8. from the natural, but erroneous perfuafion, that

Chapter exprefled the larger, and SeElion the fmaller divifion f : and this

difference, of fuch trifling moment and fo eaflly reftifled, holds a diftin-

guiflied place in the lift of Mifreprefentations which adorn Mr. Davis's Table

of Contents \. But to return to TertuUian.

The /«/"^r««/ pi(fi:ure, which I had produced § from that vehement writer,

which excited the horror of every humane reader, and whiA even Mr. Da-

vis will not explicitly defend, has furnillied him with a few critical cavils |j.

Happy ftiould I think myfelf, if the materials of my Hiftory could be

always expofed to the Examination of the Public ; and I fliall be content

with appealing to the impartial Reader, whether my Verflon of this PaflTage

is not as fair and as faithful, as the more literal tranflation which Mr. Davis

has exhibited in an oppoflte column. I fhall only juftify two exprefilons

which have provoked his indignation, i. I had obferved that the zealous

African purfues the infernal defcription in a long variety of afi'efted and

unfeeling witticifms; the inftances of Gods, of Kings, of Magiftrates, of

Philofophers, of Poets, of Tragedians, were introduced into my Tranfla-

tion. Thofe which I had omitted, relate to the Dancers, the Charioteers,

and .the Wreftlers j and it is almoft impofllble to exprefs thofe conceits which

are connefted with the language and manners of the Romans. But the

reader will htfufficiently fliocked, when he is informed that TertuUian alludes

to the improvement which the agility of the Dancers, the red livery of

die Charioteers, and the attitudes of the Wreftlers, would derive from

1

• Gibbon, p. S53> Note 40.

X Davis, p. 19.

11 Divis, p. 29—33.

f Gibbon, p. 560. Note 58.

§ Gibbon, p. 566.
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jche effects of fire. " Tunc hiftriones cognofcendi foliitiores muko per

" ignem; tunc fpe<5tandus Auriga in flammea rota totus ruber. Tunc
" Xyftici contemplandi, non in Gymnafiis, led in igne jacnlati." 2. I. cannot

refufe to anfwer Mr. Davis's very particular queftion, Why I appeal to Ter-

tullian for the condemnation of the wifeft and moft virtuous of the Pagans ?

Becauje I am inclined to beftow that epithet on Trajan and the Antonines,

Homer and Euripides, Plato and Ariftotle, who are all manifeftly included

within the fiery defcription which I had produced.

I am accufed of mifquoting Tertullian ad Scapulam *, as an evidence that

Martyrdoms were lately introduced into Africa f . Befidcs Turtullian, I had

quoted from Ruinart (Afla Sincera, p. 84.) the Aftsof the Scyllitan Mar-

tyrs ; and a very moderate knowledge of Ecclefiaftical Hiftory would have

informed Mr. Davis, that the two authorities thus connefled eftablidi the

propofition afferted in my Text. Tertullian, in the above-mentioned

Chapter, fpeaks of one of the Proconfuls of Africa, Vigellius Saturninus,

" qui primus hie gladium in nos egit ;" the Aifta Sincera reprefentthe fame

Magiftrate as the Judge of the Scyllitan Martyrs; and Ruinart, with the

confent of the befl: critics, afcribes their fufferings to the perfccution of Se-

verus. Was it my fault if Mr. Davis was incapable of fupplying the inter-

mediate ideas ?

Is it likewife neceflary that I fhould juftify the frequent ufe which I have

made of Tertullian ? His copious writings difplay a lively and interefting

pifture of the primitive Church, and the fcantinefs of original materials

fcarcely left me the liberty of choice. Yet as I was fenfible, that the Mon-

tanifm of Tertullian is the convenient fcreen which our orthodox Divines

have placed before his errors, I have, with peculiar caution, confined myfclf

to thofe works which were compofed in the more early and founder part

of his life.

As a collateral juftification of my frequent appeals to this African Pref-

byter, I had introduced, in the third edition of my Hiftory, two paffages

of Jerom and Prudentius, which prove diat Tertullian was the mafter of

Cyprian, and that Cyprian was the mafter of the Latin Church %. Mr.

Davis afliires me, however, that I fhould have done better not to have

" added this note §, as I have only accumulated my inaccuracies." One

* pavis, p. 35, 36, t Gibbon, p. 609. N, 172.

\ Gibbon, p. 566. N. 72. § Davis, p. 145.
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inaccuracy he has indeed deteded, an error of the prefs, Hieronym. de

Viris illuftribus, c. 53 for d'l, ; but this advantage is dearly purchafed by

Mr. Davis. ETrJof tov iJ'fiJ'ao-xaXov, which he produces as the original words

of Cyprian, has a braver and more learned found, than Da magijirnm ; but

the quoting in Greek, a fentence which was pronounced, and is recorded, in

Latin, feems to bear the mark of the moft ridiculous pedantry ; unlefs Mr.

Davis, confulting for the firft time the Works of Jerom, miftook the

Verfion of Sophronius, which is printed in the oppofite column, for the Text

of his original Author. My reference to Prudentius, Hymn. xiii. 100.

cannot fo eafily be juftified, as I prefumptuoufly believed that my critics

would continue to read till they came to a full flop. I Ihall now place before

them, not the firft verfe only, but the entire period, which they will find

full, exprefs, and fatisfaftory. The Poet fays of St. Cyprian, whom he

places in Heaven,

Nee minus involitat terris, nee ah hoe reeedit orbe :

Dijferit, eloquitur, tra^at, docet, injlruit, frophetat ;

fJee LibyjE populos tantum reget, exit ufque in ortum

Sclis, et ufque obitum ; Gallos fovet-, imbuit Britannos,

Prefidet Hefperise, Chrijiumferit ultimis Hibernis.

SuLPicius VI. On the fubjeft of the imminent dangers which the Apocalypfe has fo

AND Fra- narrowly efcaped *, Mr. Davis accufes me of mifreprefenting the fentiments

Paolo.
^^ Sulpicius Severus and Fra-Paolo f, with this difference, however, that I

was incapable of reading or underftanding the text of the Latin author ; but

that I wilfully perverted the fenfe of the Italian hiftorian. Thefe imputations

I fhall eafily wipe away, by fhewing that, in the firft inftance, I am proba-

bly in the right ; and that, in the fecond, he is certainly in the wrong.

I. The concife and elegant Sulpicius, who has been juftly ftyled the

Chriftian Salluft, after mentioning the exile and Revelations of St. John in

the ifie of Patmos, obferves (and furely the obfervation is in the language

of complaint), " Librum facrae Apocalypfis, qui quidem a plerifque auc

" ftulte aut impie non recipitur, confcriptum edidit." I am found guilty of

fuppofing flerique to fignify the greater number ; whereas Mr. Davis, with

Stephens's Diftionary in his hand, is able to prove that flerique has not

always that extenfive meaning, and that a claffic of good authority has ufed

• Gibbon, p. 563, 564. N. 67. \ Davis, p. 40—44.
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the word in a much more limited and qualified fcnfe. Let the Examiner -

therefore try to apply his exception to this particular cafe. For my part, I

{land under the protedion of the general ufage of tlie Latin language, and

with a ftrong prefumption in favour of the juftice of my caufe, or at lead

of the innocence and fairnefs of my intentions ; fince I have tranflated a fa-

miliar word, according to its acknowledged and ordinary acceptation.

But, " if I had looked into the palTage, and found that Sulpicius Severus
'f there exprefsly tells us, that the Apocalypfc was the work of St. John, I

" could not have committed fo unfortunate a blunder^ as to cite this Father

" asftying. That the greater number of Chriflians denied its Canonical au-

^' thority*." Unfortunate indeed would have been my blunder, had I af-

ferted that the fame Chriflians who denied its Canonical authority, admitted

it to be the work of an Apoftle. Such indeed was the opinion of Severus

himfelf, and his opinion has obtained the fanftion of the Church ; but the

Chriftians whom he taxes with folly or impiety for rejefting this facred book,

muft have fupported their error by attributing the Apocalypfc to fome unin-

fpired writer j to John the Prelbyter, or to Cerinthus the Heretic.

if the rules of grammar and of logic authorife, or at leafl allow me to

tranflate flerique by the greater number^ the Ecclefiaftical Hiftory of the

fourth century illuftrates and juftifies this obvious interpretation. From a

fair companion of the populoufnefs and learning of the Greek and Latin

Churches, may I not conclude that tlie former contained the greater number

of Chriftians qualified to pafs fentence on a myfterious prophecy compofed

in the Greek language .'' May I not affirm, on the authority of St. Jerom,

that the Apocalypfc was generally rejeded by the Greek Churches ?

*' Quod fi earn (the Epifiile to the Hebrews) Latinoruni confuetudo non

" recipit inter Scripturas Canonicas j nee Grascorum Ecclefife Apocalypfim

" Johannis eadem libertate fufcipiunt. Et tamen nos utramque fufcipimus,

« nequaqam hujus temporis confuetudinem, fed veterum auftoritatem fe-

" quentes." Epiftol. ad Dardanum, tom. iii. p. 68.

It is not my defign to enter any farther into the controverted hiftory of

that famous book j but I am called upon f to defend my Remark that the

Apocalypfc was tacidy excluded from the facred canon by the council of

Laodicea. (Canon LX.) To defend my Remark, I need only ftate the

* Davis, p. 270. t By Mr, Davis, p. 41. and by Dr. Chelfum, Rem-irks, p. 57.
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faiFl in a fimple but more particular manner. The aflembled Bilhops ofAfia,

after enumerating all the books of the Old and New Teftament which fhould

be read in churches, omit thr Apocalypfe, and the Apocalypfe alone ; at a

time when it was rejcfted or queftioned by many pious and learned Chrif-

tians, who might deduce a very plaufible argument from the filcnce of the

Synod.

2. When the Council of Trent refolved to pronounce fentence on the

Canon of Scripture, the opinion which prevailed, after fome debate, was to

declare the Latin Vulgate authentic and ahnq/i infallible ; and this fentence,

which was guarded by formidable anathemas, fecurcd all the books of the

Old and New Teftament which compofed that ancient verfion, " che fi di-

" chiarafiero tutti in tutte le parte come fi trovano nella Biblia Latina, efler

" di Divina e ugual autorita." (Iftoria del Concilio Tridentino, L. ii.

p. 147. Helmftadt {Vicenza) 1761.) "When the merit of that verfioa

was difcufled, the majority of the theologians urged, with confidence and

fuccefs, that it was abfolutely neceffary to receive the Vulgate as authentic

and infpired, unlefs they wifhed to abandon the vidtory to the Lutherans>

and the honours of the church to the Grammarians. " In contrario della

" maggior parte de teologi era detto che-quefti nuovi Grammatigi con-

" fonderanno ogni cofa, e fara fargli giudici e arbitri della fede-, e in luogo

« de teologi e canonilli, converra tener il primo conco nell' afiiimere a Vef-

" covati e, Cardinalati de pedanti." (Iftoria del Concilio Tridentino, L. ii.

P- 149-) The fagacious hiftorian, v. ho had ftudied the Council, and the ju-

dicious Le Courayer, who had ftudied his author (Hiftoire du Concile de

Trente, torn. i. p. 245. Loiidres 1736.), confider this ridiculcus reafon as-

the moft powerful argument which influenced the debates of the Council

:

but Mr. Davis, jealous of the honour of a fynod which placed tradition on a

level with the Bible, affirms that Fra-Paolo has given another more fub-

ftantial reafon on which thefe Popifli bifhops built their determination, Thar

after dividing the books under their confideration into three claffes ; of thofe

which had been always held for divine ; of thofe whofe authenticity had formerly

been doubted, but which by ufe and cuftom had acquired canonical authority ;

and of thofe which, had never been properly certified ; the Apocalypfe was

judicioufly placed by the Fathers of the Council in the fecond of thefe clafles.

The Italian pafljge, which, for that purpofe, Mr. Davis has alleged at

the bottom of his page, is indeed taken from the text of Fra-Paolo j but the

reader, who will give himfelf the trouble, or rather the pleafure, ofperufing

7 that
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that incomparable hiftorian, will difcover that Mr. Davis has only miftaken a

motion of the oppofition, for a meafurc of the adminiftration. He will find,

that this critical divifion, which is fo erroneoufly afcribed to the public reafon

of the council, was no more than theineffedual propofal of a temperate mi-

nority, which wasfoon over-ruled by a majority of artful ftatcfmen, bigotted

monks, and dependent bifhops.

" We have here an evident proof that Mr. Gibbon is equally expert in

" mifreprefenting a modern as an ancient writer, or that he wilfully conceals

" the moft material reafon, with a defign, no doubt, to inftil into his

" reader a notion, that the authenticity of the Apocalypfe is built on the

" flighteft foundation*."

Vn. I had cautioufly obferved (for I was apprized of the obfcurity of the Clemens.

fubjedt) that the Epiftle of Clemens does not lead us to difcover any traces of

Epifcopacy either at Corinth or Rome f . In this obfervation I particularly

alluded to the republican form of falutation, " The church of God inhabiting

»' Rome, to the church of God inhabiting Corinth j" without the leaft

mention of a Bilhop or Prefident in either of thofe ecclefiaftical af-

femblies.

Yet the piercing eye of Mr. Davis :|: can difcover not only traces, but"

evident proofs, of Epifcopacy, in this Epiftle of Clemens ; and he aftually

quotes two paflages, in which he diftinguifhes by capital letters the word

Bishops, whofe inftitution Clemens refers to the Apoftles themfelves. But

can Mr. Davis hope to gain credit by fuch egregious trifling ? While we

are fearching for the origin of bifhops, not merely as an ecclefiaftical title,

but as the peculiar name of an order diftin6l from that of prefbyters, he idly

produces a pafTage, which, by declaring that the Apoftles eftablifhed in

every place bijhops and deacons, evidently confounds the prejbyters with one

or other of thofe two ranks. I have neither inclination nor interert to en^

gage in a controverfy which I had confidered only in an hiftorical light ; but I

have already faid enough to fhew, that there are more?- traces of a difinge-

nuous mind in Mi. Davis, than of an epifcopal order in the Epiftle of

Clemens.

VIII. Perhaps, on fome future occafion, I may examine the hiftorical Eusebivs.

character of Eufebiusj perhaps I may enquire, how far it appears from his

words and anions, that the learned Bifliop of Casfarca was averfe to the ufe

• Davis, p. 44. f Gibbon, p. 532. N. no. J Davis, p. 44, 45.

of
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of fraud, when it was employed in the fervice of religion. At prefent, I

am only concerned to defend my own truth and honour, from the reproach of

mifreprefenting the fenfe of the ecclefiaftical hiftoriari. Some of the charges

of Mr. Davis on this head are fo ftrong, fo pointed, fo vehemently urged,

that he feems to have flaked, on the event of the trial, the merits of our re-

ipedive charadlers. If his aflertions are true, I deferve the contempt of

learned, and the abhofrehce of good men. If they are falfe, *******

I. I had remafked, <vithout any malicious intention, that one of the feven-

teen Chriftians who fuffered at Alexandria was likewife accujed of rob-

bery *. Mr. Davis f feems enraged becaufe I did not add that he v/^sfalfely

accufed, takes fome unneceflary pains to convince me that the Greek word

KrvKorpxi/r^h fignifies fa//o acaifattis, and " can hardly think that any one

*' who had looked into the original, would dare tlius abfolutely to contra-

" diet the plain teftimony of the author he pretends to follow." A fimplc

narrative of this faft, in the relation of which Mr. Davis has really fup-

preflfed feveral material circumftances, will afford the cleareftjuftification.

Eufebius has preferved an original letter from Dionyfius Bifhop of Alex-

andria to Fabius Bifhop of Antioch, in which the former relates the cir-

cumftances of the perfecution which had lately affliiSted the capital of Egypt.

He allows a rank among the martyrs to one Nemefion, an Egyptian, who

was falfely or malicioufly accufed as a companion of robbers. Before the

Centurion he juftified himfelf from this calumny, which did not relate to

him; but being charg-ed as a Chriftian, he was brought in chains before the

governor. That unjuft magiftrate, after infti»5ting on Nemefion a double

vjenfitre of ftripes mid tortures, gave orders that he lliould be burnt 'with the

robbers. (Dionyf apud Eufeb. L. vi. c.41.)

It is evident that Dionyfius reprefents the religious fufferer as innocent of

the criminal accufation which had been falfely brought againft him. It is

no lefs evident, that whatever might be the opinion of the Centurion, the

fupreme magiftrate conftdered Nemefion as guilty, and that he affedled to

fl:ievv, by the meafure of his tortures, and by the companions of his execu-

tion, that he puniftied him, not only as a Chriftian, but as a robber. The

evidence againft Nemefion, and that which might be produced in his favour.
'•O"

• Gibbon, p. 651. N. 75.

\ Davis, p. 61,62, 63. This ridiculous charge is repeated by anofher^ro/^««/, (in the

Greek fenfe of the word,) and forms one of the "ufl/aai/^ communications, which the learning

-

of a Randolph fuggefted to the candour of a Chelfum. See Remarb, p. 209.

are
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are equally loft; and the queftion (which fortunately is of little moment) of

his guilt or innocence refts folely on the oppofite judgments of his ecclefi-

aftical and civil fuperiors. I could eafily perceive that both the bifhop and

the governor were afluated by different paffions and prejudices towards the

unhappy fufferer ; but it was impoffible for me to decide which of the two

•was the moft likely to indulge his prejudices and paflions at the expence of

truth. In this doubtful fituation I conceived that I had aded with the

moft unexceptionable caution, when I contented myfelf with obferving that

Nemefion was accujed -, a circumftance of a public and authentic nature, in

which both parties were agreed.

Mr. Davis will no longer afl<, " What pofTible evafion then, can Mr. Gib-

" bon have recourfe to, to convince the world that I have falfely accufed

" him of a grofs mifreprefentation of Eufebius ?"

2. Mr. Davis * charges me witli falfifying {falfifying is a veryTerious

word) the teftimony of Eufebius; becaufe it fuited my purpofe to magnify

the humanity and even kindnefs of Maxentius towards the afflidted Chrif-

tians f. To fupport this charge, he produces fome part of a chapter of Eu-

febius, the Englifli in his text, the Greek in his notes, and makes the ec-

clefiaftical hiftorian exprefs himfelf in the following terms: " Although

" Maxentius at firft favoured the Chriftians with a view of popularity, yet

" afterwards, being addided to magic, and every other impiety, he exerted

" himfelf in perfecuting the Chriftians, in a more fevere and deftru£live

" manner than his predecefTors had done before him."

If it were in my power to place the volume and chapter of Eufebius

(Hift. Ecclef. L. viii. c. 14.) before the eyes of every reader, I ftiould be

fatisfied and filent. I ftiould not be under the neceffity of protefting, that in_

the paflage quoted, or rather abridged, by my adverfary, the fecond mem-
ber of the period, which alone contridids my account of Maxentius, has not

the moft diftant reference to that odious tyrant. After diftinguiftiing the

mild conduft which he afFefted towards the Chriftians, Eufebius proceeds to

animadvert with becoming feverityonthe general vices of his reign; the napes,

the murders, the opprelTion, the promifcuous maffacres, which I had faithfully

related in their proper place, and in which the Chriftians, not in their reli-

gious, but in their civil capacity, muft occafionally have ftiared with the reft

of his unh.-ippy fubjeds. The ecclefiaftical hiftorian then makes a tranficion.

•Davis, p. 64, 65. I Gibbon, p. 693. N. 168.

6 to
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to another tyrant, the cruel Maximin, who carried away from his friend and

ally Maxentius the prize of fuperior wickednefs-; for he was addifted to

magic arts, and was a cruel perfecutor of the Chriftians. The evidence of

words and fafts, the plain meaning of Eufebius, the concurring teftimony of

Cascilius or Laftantius, and the fuperfluous authority of verfions and com-

mentators, eftablifli beyond the reach of doubt or cavil, that Maximin, and

not Maxentius, is Itigmatized as a perfecutor, and that Mr. Davis alone has

deferved the reproach oifalfifymg the teftimony of Eufebius.

Let him examine the chapter on v/hich he founds his accufation. If in

that moment his feelings are not of the moft painful and humiliating kind, he

muft indeed be an objedt of pity

!

3. Agrojs blunder is imputed to me by this polite antagonift *, for quoting,

under the name of Jerom, the Chronicle which I ought to have defcribed as

the work and property of Eufebius f ; and Mr. Davis kindly points out the

occafion of my blunder. That it was the confequence of my looking no far-

ther than Dodwell for this remark, and of not rightly underftanding his re-

ference. Perhaps the Hiftorian of the Roman Empire may be credited,

when he affirms that he frequently confuked a Latin Chronicle of the affairs

of that empire ; and he may the fooner be credited, if he ftiews that he

knows fomething more of this Chronicle befides the name and the title-

page.

Mr. Davis, who talks fo familiarly of the Chronicle of Eufebius, will be

furprifed to hear that the Greek original no longer exifts. Some chronolo-

gical fragments, which had fucceflively pafTed through the hands of Africanus

and Eufebius, are ftill extant, though in a very corrupt and mutilated ftate,

in the compilations of Syncellus and Cedrenus. They have been colledled,

and difpofed by the labour and ingenuity of Jofeph Scaliger j but that proud

critic, always ready to applaud his own fucccfs, did not flatter himfclf that

he had reftored the hundredth part of the genuine Chronicle of Eufebius.

" Ex eo {^Syncello) omnia Eufebiana excerpfimus qua; quidem deprehendcre

" potuimus ; qu2e, quanquam ne centefima quidem pars eorum effe vidctur

«' qua£ ab Eufebio relifta funt, aliquod tamen juftum volumen explere pof-

•' funt." (Jof Scaliger Animadverfiones in Grseca Eufebii in Thefauro

Temporum, p. 401. Amftelod. 1658.) While the Chronicle of Eufebius

was perfect arid entire, the fecond book was tranflated into Latin by Jerom,

* Davis, p. 66. \ Gibbop, p. 673. N. 125.

with
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with the freedom, or rather licence, which that voluminous author, as well

as his friend or enemy Rufinus, always afllimed. " Plurima in vertendo

*' mutat, infulcit, prEeterit," fays Scaliger himfelf, in the Prolegomena,

p. C2. In the perfecution of Aurelian, which has fo much offended Mr.

Davis, we are able to diftinguifh the work, of Eufebius from that bf Jerom,

by comparing the expreffions of the Ecclefiaftical Hiftory with thofe of the

Chronicle. The former affirms, that towards the end of his reign, Au-

relian was moved by fome councils to excite a perfecution againft the Chiif-

tians ; that his defign occafioned a great and general rumour ; but that when

the letters were prepared, and as it were figned, divine juftice difmiffed him

from the world. H^»i ntri SiiXixi; w? av Smyy-ov xatd' li/iAW* tytifim eevcxivfiro.

x«G' ij/*wv ypxixjAgirn virQ<rr,y.ti>siJi,(i/oii, 6fi« [A^riie-iv Sixr]. Eufeb. Hift. Ecclef.

L,. vii. c. 30. Whereas the Chronicle relates, that Aurelian was killed

after he had excited or moved a perfecution againft the Chriftians, " cum
*' adverfum nos pcrfecutionem moviffet."

From this manifeft difference I afflime a right to affert ; firft, that the ex-

prefllon of the Chronicle of Jerom, which is always proper, becarfte in this

inftance neceflary ; and fecondly, that the language of the fathers is fo ambi-

guous and incorreft, that we are at a lofs to determine how far Aurelian had

carried his intention before he was affafllnated. I have neither perverted the

fii^, nor have I been guilty of agro/s blunder.

IX. " The perfons accufed of Chriftianity had a convenient time allowed JtrsriK

" them to fettle their domeftic concerns, and to prepare their anfwer*."
"^'^'^^^'^*

This obfervation had been fuggefted, partly by a general expreffion of

Cyprian (de Lapfis, p. 88. Edit. Fell. Amftelod. 1700.), and more efpe-

cially by the fecond Apolog)' of Juftin Martyr, who gives a particular and

curious example of this legal delay.

The cxpreflions of Cyprian, " dies negantibus prasftitutus> &c.** wliich

Mr. Davis moft prudently fupprefles, are iUuftrated by Moflicim in the fol-

lowing words : " Primum qui dclati erant aut fufpefti, illis certum dierum

" fpatium judex definiebat, quo decurrente, fecura deliberare poterant,

" utrum profiteri Chriftum an negare mallent •, explorandaJiJei priefinieban-

" tur dies, per hoc tempUs liberi manebant in domibus fuis ; nee impedie-

• Gibbon, p. 663,

VOL. n, 'ft " bat
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».' bat aliquis quod ex confequenubus apparet, ne fiiga fibi confulerent. Sa-

«' tis hoc erat humanum." (De Rebus Chiiftianis ante Conftantinum,

p. 480.) The pradtice of Egypt was fometimes more expeditious and fe-

vere ; but this humane indulgence was ftill allowed in Africa during the per-

fecution of Decius.

But my appeal to Juftin Martyr is encountered by Mr. Davis with the

following declaration *
:
" The reader will obferve, that Mr. Gibbon does not

" make any reference to any feccion or divifion of this part of Juflin's work

;

" with what view we may fhrewdly fufpefl:, when I tell him, that after an

" accurate perufal of the whole fecond Apology, I can boldly affirm, that the

" following inftance is the only .one that bears the moft diftant fimiUtude to

" what Mr, Gibbon relates as above on the authority of Juftin. What I find

" in Juftin is as follows : " A woman being converted to Chriftianity, is

" afraid to aflbciate with her huflaand, becaufe he is an abandoned repro-

" bate, left ftie ftiould partake of his fins. Her hufband, not being able to

" accufe her, vents his rage in this manner on one Ptolem^us, a teacher of

.<» Chriftianity, and who had converted her, i^c" Mr. Davis then proceeds

•to relate the feverities infiided on Ptolemjeus, who made a frank and inftant

profelTion of his faith ; and he fternly exclaims, that if I take every opportu-

nity of pafiing encomiums on the humanity of Roman magiftrates, it is in-

cumbent on me to produce better evidence than this.

His demand may be eafily fatisfied, and I need only for that purpofe

tranfcribe and tranflate the words of Juftin, which immediately precede the

Greek quotation alleged at the bottom of my adverfary's page. I am pot-

feffed of two editions of Juftin Martyr, that of Cambridge, 1768, in 8vo.

by Dr. Afliton, who only publiflied the two Apologies j and that of all his

works, publil"hed in fol. Paris, 1742, by the Benedidtines of the Congrega-

tion of St. Maar : the following curious paflage may be found, p. 164, of the

former, and p. 89, of the latter edition ; K«iT»yopi«v 7r£iroiiiT«(, ae^wk auTriv p^piir-

Tl«^)lv fivatj !ta» * ji*£i' ^^^K^SiQ)/ croi Tta xx/roxpoiTopi auxStiuKt, irfiOTipoi/ o^;l'J^£o/>^)6J^^«^

«UT») JiOi)tn(r«o'S'«i Ta £«UT})f a^iscra. nrtira a.TroXoyncxirS'Oit Trspi ts x.a,TriyopiJt,»To;y

una, Tnv tuv Trpxy^dTUV ccUTrig J'lcuxjia'iv. )t«' cnJUB^upyio'a.f tsto. " He brought

•' an accufation againft her, faying, that fhe was a Chriftian. But ftie pre-

*' fented a petition to the Emperor, praying that Ihe might firft be allowed

* Davis, p- 71, 72.

"to
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" to fettle herdomeftic concerns; and promifing, that after fhe had fettled

" them, (he would then put in her anfwer to the acciifation. This you

" granted."

I difdain to add a fingle refledion ; nor Ihall I qualify the conduct of my
adverfary with any of thofe harfli epithets, which might be interpreted as the

cxprefllons of refentmenr, though I fhould be conftrained to ufe them as the

oftly words in the Englifli language which could accurately reprefent my cool

and unprejudiced fentiments.

X. In ftating the toleration of Chriftianity during the greateft part of the Lactak-

reign of Diocletian, 1 had obferved*, that the principal officers of the pa-
^'"^"

Jace, whole names and funiflions were particularly fpecified, enjoyed^ with

their wives and children, the free exercife of the Chriftian religion, Mr.

Davis twice affirms fj in the moft deliberate manner, that this pretended fad,

which is afierted on the fole authority, is contradided by the pofitive evi-

dence, of Ladantius. In both thefe affirmations Mr. Davis is inexcufably

miftaken.

I. When the ftorms of perfecution arofe, the priefts, who were offended

by the fign of the Crofs, obtained an order from the Emperor, that the pro-

fane, the Chriftians, who accompanied him to the Temple, fhould be com-

pelled to offer facrifice ; and this incident is mentioned by the rhetorician, to

whom I fliall not at prefent refufe the name of Ladantius. The ad of

idolatry, which, at the expiration of eighteen years, was required of the

officers of Diocletian, is a manifeft proof that their religious freedom liad

hitherto been inviolate, except in the fingle iuftance of waiting on their

mafter to the Temple j a fervice lefs criminal than the profane compliance

for which the'minifter of the King of Syria folicited the permiffion of the

prophet of Ifrael.

1. The reference which I made to Ladantius exprefsly pointed out this

exception to their freedom. But the proof of the toleration was built on a

different teftimony, which my difingenuous adverfary has concealed j an an-

cient and curious inftrudion compofed by Biffiop Theonas, for the ufe of

Lucian, and the other Chriftian eunuchs of the palace of Diocletian. This

authentic piece was publiflied in the Spicilegium of Dom Luc d'Acheri -, as

I had not the opportunity of confulting the original, I was contented with

* Gibbon, p. 676. N. iji, 134. f Davis, p. 75, 76.

, 4 E 2 quoting
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quoting it on the faith of Tillemont, and the reference to it immediately

precedes (ch. xvi. note 133.) the citation of Laftantius (note 134).

Mr. Davis may now anfwer his own queftion, " What apology can be made

*' for thus afierting, on the fole authority of Laftantius, fads which Lac-

" tantius fo exprefsly denies ?"

XI. " I have already given a curious inilance ofour author's afTcrting, on

" the authority of Dion Cafiius, a fach not mentioned by that hiftorian. I

" Ihall now produce a very fingular proof of hi--, endeavouring to conceal

« from us a paflage really contained in him *." Nothing but the angry ve-

hemence with which thefe charges are xirged, could engage me to take the

lead notice of them. In themfelves they are doubly contemptible ; they are

trifling, and they are falfe.

1. Mr. Davis f had imputed to me as a crime, that I had mentioned, on

the fole teftimony of Dion (L. Ixviii. p. 1 145.), the fpirit of rebellion which

inflamed the Jews, from the reign of Nero to that of Antoninus Pius \y

whilft the pafl'age of that hiflrorian is confined to an infurreclion in Cyprus

and Cyrene, which broke out within that period. The reader who will cafl

his eye on the note (ch. xvi. note i.), which is fupported by that quotation

from Dion, will difcover that it related only to this particular fact The

general pofition, which is indeed too notorious to require any proof, I had

carefully jufl:ified in the courfe of the fame paragraph ; partly by another re-

ference to Dion Caflfius, partly by an allufion to the well-known hifl:ory of

Jofephus, and partly by feveral quotations from the learned and judicious

Bafnage, who has explained, in the moft fatisfadlory manner, the principles

ana conduft of the rebellious Jews.

2. The paflage of Dion, which I am accufed of endeavouring to con-

ceal, might perhaps have remained invifible, even to the piercing eye of

Mr. Davis, if / had not carefully reported it in its proper place
|| : and it was

in my power to report it, without being guilty of any inconfiderate contra-

diction. I had obferved, that, in the large hiftory of Dion Cafllus, Xiphilin

had not been able to difcover the name of Chriftians : yet I afterwaals quote

a paflage, in which Marcia, the favourite concubine of Commodus, is cele-

brated as the patronefs ofthe Chriftians. Mr. Davis has tranfcribed my quo-

• Davis, p. 83. t Id. p. II. X GibboD, p. 62Z,
II Id. p. 667. N. 107.

tation.
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tation, but be has concealed the important words which I now diftinguifli by

Italics. (Ch. xvi. note 106. Dion Caffius, or rather his abbreviator Xiphilin,

L, Ixxii. p. 1206.) The reference is fairly made and cautioufly qualified : I

»m already fecure from the imputations offraud or inconfiftency ; and the opi-

nion which attributes the laft-mentioned paffage to the abbreviator, rather

than to the original hiftorian, may be fupported by the mod unexceptionable

authorities. I^ftiali proteft myfelf by thofe of Reimar (in his edition of

Dion Cafllus, torn. ii. p. 1207. note 34.), and of Dr. Lardnerj and fhall

only tranfcribe the words of the latter, in his Colledion of Jewifli and

Heathen Teftimonies, vol. iii. p. 57.

" This paragraph I rather chink to be Xiphilin's than Dion's. The ftyle

" at leaft is Xiphilin's. In the other paflages before quoted, Dion fpeaks of

" impiety, or atheijm, or Judui/m -, but never ufeth the word Chriftians^

« Another thing that may make us doubt whether this obfervation be en-

«' tirely Dion's, is the phrafe, " it is related («rTop£iT«i)." For at the be-

" ginning of the reign of Commodus, he fays, " Thefe things, and what

" follows, I write not from the report of others, but from my own know-
" ledge and obfervation." However, the fenfe may be Dion's; but I wifh

" we had alfo his ftyle, without any adulteration." For my own part, I.

muft, in my private opinion, afcribe even the fenfe of this paflage to Xi-

philin. The Monk might eagerly colledl and infcrt an anecdote which re-

lated to the domeftic hiftory of the church j but the religion of a courtezan,

muft have appeared an objed of very little moment in the eyes of a Roman

(onjuly who, at leaft in every other part of his hiftory, difdaincd ornegleded

to mention the name of the Chriftians.

" What (hall we fay now ? Do we not difcover the name of Chriftians in

" the Hiftory of Dion ? With what ajfurance then can Mr. Gibbon, after

" aflerting a fadt manifeftly untrue., lay claim to the merits of diligence and

" accuracy, the indifpenfable duty of an hiftorian ? Or can he expecft us to

<« credit his affertion, that he has carefully examined all the original ma-

«• terials * ?"

Mr. Gibbon may ftill maintain the character of an hiftorian ; but it is dif-

ficult to conceive how Mr. Davis will fupporthis pretenfions, if he afpircs to

that of a gentleman.

• Davis, p. €3,

I I almoft
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I almoft hefitate whether I ftiould take any notice of another ridiculous

charge which Mr. Davis includes in the article ofDion Caffius. My adverfary

owns, that I have occafionally produced the feveral paflages of the Auguftan

Hiftory which relate to the Chriftians; but he fiercely contends that they

amount to more xhxn fix lines * . I really have not meafured them : nor did

' I mean that loofe expreffion as a preciie and definite number. If, on a

nicer furvey, thofe fliort hints, when they are brought together, fliould be

found to exceed fix of the long lines of my folio edition, 1 api content that

my critical antagonift (hould lubftitute eight, or ten, or twelve, lines ; nor

fhalll think either my learning or veracity. much interefted in this important

alteradon.

Plinv &c. XII. After a fliort defcriptionof the unworthy conduft of thofe Apoftates

who, in a time of perfecudon, deferred the -Faith of Chhfl:, I produced

the evidence of a Pagan Proconful f, and of two Chriftian Bifhops, Pliny,

Dionyfius of Alexandria, and Cyprian. And here the unforgiving Critic

remarks, " That Pliny has not pardcularized that difference of condud

" (in the different Apoftates) which Mr. Gibbon here defcr-ibes : yet his

" name flands at the head of thofe Authors whom he has cited on the oc-

" cafion. It is allowed indeed that this diftinftion- is made by the other

" Authors 5 but as Pliny, the firft referred to by Mr. Gibbon, gives him

" no caufe or reafon to ufe them," (I cannot help Mr. Davis's bad Englidi)

" it is certainly very reprehenfible in our Author, thus to confound their

" teftimbny, and to make a ncedlefs and improper reference 'j:'.." '

A criticifm of this fort can only tend to expofe Mr. Davis's total igno-

j;ance of hiftorical compofition. The VV^riter who afpires to the' name of

Hiflorian, is obliged to confult a variety of original teftimonies, each of

which, taken feparately, is perhaps imperfeft and partial. By a judicious

re-union and arrangement of thefe difperfed ma'terials, he endeavours to

form a confiftent and interefting narrative. Nothing ought to be infert<?d

which is not proved by fome of the witneffes ; but their evidence muft be fo

intimately blended together, that as it is unreafonable to expe<5l: that each

-of. them fliould vouch for the whole, fo it would be impoffible to

define the boundaries of their refpeftive property. Neither Pliny, nor

Dionyfius, nor Cyprian, mendon all the circumftances and diftin£tions of

S* Gibbon, p. 634. N. 24. fid. p. 664. N. 102. J Davis, p. 87, 88.

the
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the conduft of theChriftian Apoftates ; -buf if anjr of'them was withdrav/n,

the account which I Wave given would, in fome ihfflance, be defective.

Thus much I thought neceflluy to fay, as feveral of the fubfequent mif-

refrejentations of Orofius, of Bayle, of Fabricius, of Gregory of Tours,

&:c.*, which provoked the fury of Mr. 'Davis, are derived only from the

ignorance of this common hiftorical principle.

Another clafs of mifrepiefentations, which my Adverfary urges with

the fame degree of vehemence (fee in particular thofe of Juftin, Diodorus

Siculus, and even Tacitus), requires the fupport of another principle,

which has not yet been introduced into the art of criticifm ; //w/ when a

modern hiftorian appeals to the authority of the ancients for the truth ot

any particular faft, he makes himfelf anfwerable, I know not to what ex-

tent, for all the circumjacent errors or inconfiftencies of the authors whom

he has quoted.

Xin. I am accufed of throwing out a falfe accufation againfl: this Fa- Ignatius.

ther -j-, becaufe I had obferved \ that Ignatius, defending againfl: the Gnofliics

the refurredion of Chrift, employs a vague and doubtful tradition, infl:ead

of quoting the certain teftimony of the Evangelifl:s : and this obfervation

wasjuftified by a remarkable paffage of Ignatius, in his Epifl:le to the

Smyrnasans, which I cited according to the volume and the page of the bed

edition of the Apoftolical Fathers, publlfhed at Amfterdam, 1724, in two

volumes in folio. The Criticifm of Mr. Davis is announced by one of thofe

folemn declarations which leave not any refuge, if they are convided of

falfehood. " I cannot find any paflage that bears 'the leaft affinity to what

*' Mr.Gibbon obferves, in the whole Epiftle, which I have read over morf

" than once."

I had already marked the fitudtion ; nor is it in my power to prove the

exiflence, of this palTage, by any other me^hs than by producing the words of

^he original. Eyw yap Jcai ixncx, rnv afao-Tafl-tv ev (r«fxi auroi/ oiSx x«i TriffTfuoj

iivrx, x«i on Trpoj rar tteji Yln^ov r\X^iv, t<pr) «UTOif, AapsTf, ^\iXx(pr,(7xrt [*t^

y.a\ f/sTE oTi oux' ny-i SxtfAOnov «T4j/>i«tov. xxi euSuj aura \ipxv70, xai ES-nrTEUffai"

" I have known, and I believe, that after his refurrecfHon likewife he ex-

" ifl:ed in the flefli : And when he came to Peter, and tb the reft, he faid

" unto them. Take, handle me, and fee that I am not an incorporeal dse-

" mon or fpirit. And they touched him, and believed," The faith of the

Davis, p. 88, go, 137. f Id. p. 100, 101. J Gibbon, p. 551. N. 35.

7 Apoftles
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Apoftles confuted the impious error of the Gnoftics, which attributed only

the appearances of a human body to the Son of God : and it was the great

objeft of Ignatius, in the laft moments of his life, to fecure the Chriftians

of Afia from the fnares of thofe dangerous Heretics. According to the

tradition of the modern Greeks, Ignatius was the child whom Jefus received

into his arms (fee Tillemont Mem. Ecclef. torn. ii. part ii. p. 43.) ; yet as

he could fcarceiy be old enough to remember the refurredion of the Son of

God, he muft have derived his knowledge either from our prefent Evange-

lifts, or from fome Apocryphal Gofpel, or from fome unwritten tradition.

1. The Gofpels of St. Luke and St. John would undoubtedly have fup-

plied Ignatius with the moft invincible proofs of the reality of the body of

Chrift, when he appeared to the Apoftles after his refurreflion ; but neither

of thofe Gofpek contain the charadteriftic words of ax JaiyMonoK affw^xTOK,

and the important circumftance that either Peter, or thofe who were with

Peter, touched the body of Chrift and believed. Had the faint defigned

to quote the Evangelift on a very nice fubjeft of controverfy, he would not

furely have expofed himfelf, by an inaccurate, or rather by a falfe, reference,

to the juft reproaches of the Gnoftics. On this occafion, therefore, Igna-

tius did not employ, as he might have done, agalnft the Heretics, the cer-

tain teftimony of the Evangelifts.

2. Jerom, who cites this remarkable paftage from the Epiftleof Ignatius

to the Smyrnfeans (fee Catalog. Script. Ecclef. in Ignatio, torn. i. p. 273.

edit. Erafm. Bafil, 1537.), is of opinion that it was taken from the Gofpel

which he himfelf had lately tranflated : and this, from the comparifon of

jwo other paflagcs in the fame work (in Jacob, et in Matthaso, p. 264.),

appears to have been the Hebrew Gofpel, which was ufed by the Nazarenes

of Berasa, as the genuine compofition of St. Matthew. Yet Jerom men-

tions another Copy of this Hebrew Gofpel (fo different from the Greek

Text), which was extant in the library formed at Csfarea, by the care of

PamphiUis : whilft the learned Eufebius, the friend of Pamphilus and the

Blfhop of Caefarea, very frankly declares (Hift. Ecclef. L. iii. c. 36.), that

he is ignorant from whence Ignatius borrowed thofe words, which are the

fubjedt of the prefent Inquiry.

3. The doubt which remains, is only whether he took them from an

Apocryphal Book, or from unwritten tradition : and I thought myfelf fafe

from every fpecies of Critics, when I embraced the rational fentiment of

Cafaubon andPcarfon. I Ihall produce the words of the Bifhop: " Prse-

" terca
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" terea iterum obfervandum eft, quod de hac re fcripfit Ifaacus Cafaubonus,

" ^umtiatn fortajfe verius, non ex Evangelio Hebraico, Ignatium ilia verba

*' dejcripfijfe, verum traditionem allegaffe non Jcriptam, qua pojiea in literas

" fuerit relata, et Hebraico Evangelio, quod Matth^o tribuebanty inferta. Et
" hoc quidem mihi multo verifimllius videtur." (Pearfon. Vindicis Igna-

tianas, part ii. c. ix. p. 396. in torn. ii. Pacr. Apoftol.)

I may now fubmit to the judgment of the Public, whether I have looked

into the Epiftle which I cite with fuch a parade of learning, and how profitably

Mr. Davis has read it over more than once,

XIV. The learning and judgment of Mofheim had been of frequent ufe Moshsim.

in the courfe of my Hiftorical Inquiry, and I had not been wanting in pro-

per expreffions of gratitude.. My vexatious adverlary is always ready to

ftart from his ambufcade, and to harafs my march by a mode of attack

which cannot eafily be reconciled with the laws of honourable war. The
greateft part of the Mifreprefentations of Mofheim, which Mr. Davis has

imputed to me *, are of fuch a nature, that I muft indeed be humble, if I

could perfuade myfelf to beftow a moment of ferious attention on them.

Whether Mofheim could prove that an abfolute community of goods was not

cftablifhed among the firft Chriftians of Jerufalem ; "whether he fulpedled the

purity of the Epiftks of Ignatius ; ivhether he cenfured Dr. Middleton with

temper or indignation (in this c^ufe I muft challenge Mr. Davis as an incom-

petent judge) J ivhether he corroborates the whole of my defcription of the

prophetic office j ivhether he fpeaks with approbation of the hiimanity of

Pliny i and -whether he attributed the fame fenfe to the malefica of Suetonius,

and the exitiabilis of Tacitus ? Thefe queftions, even as Mr. Davis has

ftated them, lie open to the judgment of every reader, and the fuperfluoiis

obfervations which I could make, would be an abufe of their time and of my
own. As little ftiall I think of confuming their patience, by examining whe-

ther Le Clerc and Mofheim labour in the interpretation of fome texts of die

Fathers, and particularly of a paffege of Irenaeus, which feein to favour

the pretenfions of the Roman Bifhop. The material part of the paftage of

Irenasus confifts of about/car lines-, and in order to fliew that the interpre-

tations of Le Clerc and Mofheim are not laboured, Mr. Davis aljnJges them

as much as pofTible in the fpace of twehe pages, .1 know not whether the

perufal of my Hiftory will juftify the fufpicion of Mr. Davis, that I am

* Davis, p. 95—97. 104— 107. 114—132.

VOL. ir. 4 F fccrctly
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fecretly inclined to the intereft of the Pope : but I cannot difcover how the

Proteftant caufe can be affefted, if Iren£eus in the fccond, or Palavicini in

the feventeenth century, were tempted, by any private vievv'Sj to countenance

in their writings the fyftem of ecclefiaftical dominion, which has been pur-

fued in every age by the afpiring Bifhops of the Imperial city. Their con-

dud was adapted to the revolutions of the Chriftian Repubhc, but the fame

fpirit animated the haughty breads of Victor the Firft, and of Paul the

Fifth.

There ftill remain one or two of thefe imputed Mifreprefentations, which

appear, and indeed only appear, to merit a little more attention. In ftating

the opinion of Molheim with regard to the progrefs of the Gofpel, Mr,

Davis boldly declares, " that I have altered the truth of Molheim's hiftory,

" that I might have an opportunity of contradifting the belief and wifhes

" of tlie Fathers *." In other words, I have been guilty of uttering a ma-

licious falfehood.

I had endeavoured to mitigate the fanguine expreffion of the Fathers of

the fecond century, who had too haftily difFufed the light of Chriftianity

over every part of the globe, by obferving, as an undoubted fa6l, " that

" the barbarians of Scythia and Germany, who fubverted the Roman Mo-
" narchy, were involved in the errors of Paganifm ; and that even the con-

•' queft of Iberia, of Armenia, or of ^Ethiopia, was not attempted with

' " any degree of fuccefs, till the fceptre was in the hands of an orthodox

" Emperor }•." I had referred the curious reader to the fourth century of

Mofheim's General Hiftory of the Church : now Mr. Davis has difcovered,

and can prove, from that excellent work, " that Chriftianity, not long after

" its firft rife, had been introduced into the lefs as well as greater Arme-
" nia; that part of the Goths, -who inhabited Thracia, M^fia, and Dacia,

" had received the Chriftian religion long before this century ; and that

" Theophilus, their Bifhop, was prefent at the Council of Nice J."

On this occafion, the reference was made to a popular work of Mo-
iheim, for the fatisfaftion of the reader, that he might obcrin the general

view of the progrefs of Chriftianity in the fourth century, which I had gra-

dually acquired by ftudying with fome care the Ecclefiaftical Andquities of

tiie Nations beyond the limits of the Roman Empire. If I had reafonably

fuppofed that the refult of our common inquiries muft be the fame, fhould

I have deferved a very harfh cenfure for my unfufpefting confidence ? Or

• Davis, p. 127. t Gibbon, p. 611, 6iz. tDavis, p. 126, 127.

7 if



of the DECLINE and FALL of the ROMAN EMPIRE. $87

if I had declined the invidious tafk of feparating a few immaterial erron,

from a iuft and judicious reprefentation, might not my refpeft for the name

and merit of Mofheim have claimed fome indulgence ? But I difdain

thofe excufes, which only a candid adverfary would allow. I can meet M%
Davis on the hard ground of controverfy, and retort on his own head the

charge of concealing a part of the truth. He himfelf has dared to fup-

prefs the words of nly text, which immediately followed his quotation.

" Before that time the various accidents of war and commerce might in-

" deed diifufe an imperfect knowledge of the Gofpel among the tribes of

" Caledonia, and among the borderers of the Rhine, the Danube, and the

" Euphrates;" and Mr. Davis has like wife fuppreffed one of the juftificatory

Notes on this paflage, which exprefsly points out the time and circumftances

of the firft Gothic converfions. Thefe exceptions, which I had cautioufly

inferted, and Mr. Davis has cautioufly concealed, are fupcrfluous for the

provinces of Thrace, Mfefia, and the LelTer Armenia, which were con-

tained within the precindls of the Roman Empire. They allow an ample

fcope for the more early converfion of fome independent diftrifts of Dacia

and the Greater Armenia, which bordered on the Danube and Euphrates ;

and the entire fenfe of this paflage, which Mr. Davis firfl: mutilates and then

attacks, is perfedtly confident with the original text of the learned Mo-

fheim.

And yet I will fairly confefs that, after a nicer inquiry into the epoch of

the Armenian Church, I am not fatisfied with the accuracy of my own ex-

preflion. The aflijrance that the firft Chriftian King, and the firfl: Arch-

bifliop, Tiridates, and St. Gregory the Illuminator, were ftill alive feveral

years after the death of Conftantine, inclined me to believe, that the con-

verfion of Armenia was poflerior to the aufpicious Revolution, which had

given the fceptre of Rome to the hands of an orthodox Emperor. But I

had not enough confidered the two following circumftances. i. I might have

recollefled the dates afligned by Mofes of Chorene, who, on this occanon,

may be regarded as a competent witnefs. Tiridates afcended the throne of

Armenia in the third year of Diocletian (Hift. Armenire, L. ii. c. 79.

p. 207.), and St. Gregory, who was invefted with the Epifcopal charader

in the feventeenth year of Tiridates, governed almoft thirty years the

Church of Armenia, and difappeared from the world in the forty-fixth year

of the reign of the fame Prince. (Hift. Armenia?, L. ii. c. %'i. p. 224,

225.) The confecration of St. Gregory muft therefore be placed A. D.

4 F 2 jojj»s



5S8 VINDICATION of SOME PASSAGES in CHAPTERS XV, and XVI.

303, and the converfion of the King and kingdom was foon atchieved by

that fuccefsful miffionary. 2. The unjufl: and inglorious war which Maxi-

min undertook againfl; the Armenians, the ancient faithful allies of the Re-

fjublic, was evidently derived from a motive of fuperftitious z^l. The

hiftorian Eufebius (Hid. Ecclef. L. ix. c. 8. p. 448. edit. Cantab.) con-

fiders the pious Armenians as a nation of Chriftians, who bravely defended

themfelves from the hoftile oppreflion of an idolatrous tyrant. Inftead of

maintaining " that the converfion of Armenia was not attempted with

" any degree of fuccefs till the fceptre was in the hands of an orthodox

« Emperor," 1 ought to have obferved, that the feeds of the faith were

deeply fown during the feafon of the laft and greateft perfecution, that many

Roman exiles might affift the labours of Gregory, and that the renowned

Tiridates, the hero of the Eaft, miy difpute with Conftantine the honour of

being the firft Sovereign who embraced the Chriflian religion.

In a future edition, I fliall redtify an expreffion which, in ftriflnefs, can

orfly be applied to the kingdoms of Iberia and ^Ethiopia. Had the error

beien expofed by Mr. Davis himfelf, I fhould not have been afhamed to

Gorreft it ; but I am afhamed at being reduced to contend with an adverfary

who is unable to difcover, or to improve, his own advantages.

But, inftead of profecuting any inquiry from whence the Public might

have gained irtftrudion, and himfelf credit, Mr. Davis choofes to perplex his

readers with fome angry cavils about the progrefs of the Gofpel in the fe-

cond century. What does he mean to eftablifh or to refute ? Have I de-

nied, that before the end of that period Chriftianity was very widely diffufed

both in the Eaft and in the Weft ? Has not Juftin Martyr affirmed, without

exception or limitation, that it was already preached to every nation on the

face of the earth ? Is that propofition true at prefent ? Could it be true in

the time of Juftin ? Does not Mofheim acknowledge the exaggeration ?

" Demus, nee enim quje in oculos incurrunt infitiari audemus, efle in his

" verbis exaggerationis nonnihil. Certum enim eft diu poft Juftini astatem,

" multas orbis terrarum gentes cognitione Chrifti caruifle." (Moftieim de

Rebus Chriftianis, p. 203.) Does he not expofe (p. 205.), with be-

coming fcorn and indignation, the falfehood and vanity of the hyperboles of

TertuUian ? " bonum hominem seftu imaginatiofiis elatum non fatis adtendifle

" ad ea qua: litterisconfignabat."

The high efteem which Mr. Davis exprefles for the writings of Mofheim>
,

would alone convince me how litde he has read them, fince he muft have

been
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been perpetually offended and difgufted by a train of thinking, the moft re-

pugnant to his own. His jealoufy, however, for the honour of Mofheim,

provokes him to arraign the boldnefs of Mr. Gibbon who prefumes falfely

to charge* fuch an eminent man with unjujlifiable ajfertions *. I might obfcrve,

that my ftyle, which on this occafion was more modeft and moderate, has

acquired, perhaps undefignedly, an illiberal cafl from the rough hand of

Mr. Davis. But as my veracity is impeached, I may be lefs felicitous about

my politenefs j and though I have repeatedly declined the faireft opportuni-

ties of corrcfting the errors of my predecefTors, yet, as long as I have truth

on my fide, I am not eafily daunted by the names of the moft eminent men.

The aflertion of Mofheim, which did not feem to be juftified f by the

authority of Laftantius, was, that tlie wife and daughter of Diocletian,

Prifca and Valeria, had been privately baptized. Mr. Davis is fure that the

words of Mofheim, '' Chriftianis facris clam initiata," need not be confined

to the rite of baptifm ; and he is equally fure, that the reference to Mofheim

does not lead us to difcover even the name of Valeria. In both thefe afTur-

ances he is grofsly miflaken ; but it is the misfortune of controverfy, that

an error may be committed in three or four words, which cannot be reflified

in lefs than thirty or forty lines,

I. The true and the fole meaning of the Chriftian initiation, one of the

familiar and favourite allufions of the Fathers of the fourth century, is clearly

explained by the exaft and laborious Bingham. " The baptized were alfo

" ftyled 01 jw.Ejuu»)ju£K)i, which the Latins call initiati, the initiated, that is,

" admitted to the ufe of the Jacred offices, and knowledge of the/acred

" myfteries of the Chriftian Religion. Hence came that form of fpeaking

" fo frequently ufed by St. Chryfoftom, and other ancient writers, when

" they touched upon any doftrines or myfteries which the Catechumens

*' underftood not, Kj-as-iv et iJLiiJi.vniJi.cvot, the initiated know what is fpoken.

" St. Ambrofe writes a book to thefe initiati; Ifidore of Pelufium and He-
" fychius call them |M.uo-Tat and ftua-Taywynroi. "Whence the Catechumens

" have the contrary names, Ajixuo-toi, AfAVr^rot, Afius-TayuynToi, the uniniti-

" ated or unbaptized." (Antiquities of the Chriftian Church, L. i. c. 4.

No. 2. vol. i. p. II. fol. edit.) Had I prefumed to fuppofe that Mofheim

was capable of employing a technical exprelTion in a Icofe and equivocal

• Davis, p. 131. t Gibbon, p. 676. N.13Z.

fenfe,
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fenfe, I Ihould indeed have violated the refpeft which I have always enter-

tained for his learning and abilities.

1. But Mr. Davis cannot difcover in the text of Moflneim the name of

Valeria. In that cafe Mofheim would have fuffered another flight inaccu-

racy to drop from his pen, as the paflage of La£hantius, «' facrificio pollui

" coegit," on which he founds his afTertion, includes the names both of

Prifca and Valeria. But I am not reduced to the necelTity of accufing ano-

ther in my own defence. Mofheim has properly and exprefsly declared that

Valeria imitated the pious example of her mother Prifca, " Gencr Diocle-

" tiani uxorem habebat Valeriam matris exemplum pietate erga Deum imi-

" tantem et a cultu ficStorum Numinum alienam." (Moflieim, p. 913)

Mr. Davis has a bad habit of greedily fnapping at the firft words of a re-

ference, without giving himfelf the trouble of going to the end of the page

or paragraph.

Thefe trifling and peevifh cavils would, perhaps, have been confounded

with fome criticifms of the fame ftamp, on which I had beftowed a flight,

though fufficient notice, in the beginning of this article of Moflieim ; had

not my attention been awakened by a peroration worthy of Tertullian him-

felf, if Tertullian had been devoid of eloquence as well as of moderation—

" Much lefs does the Chriftian Moflieim give our infidel Hijiorian any pre-

" text for inferting that illiberal malignant -infinuatioyiy "That Chriftianity

" *' has, in every age, acknowledged its important obligations to female de-

" votion;" the remark is truly contemptible*."

It is not my defign to fill whole pages with a tedious enumeration of the

many illuftrious examples of female Saints, who, in every age, and almofl:

in every country, have promoted the interefl: of Chriftianity. Such inftances

will readily offer themfelves to thofe who have the flightefl: knowledge of

Eccleffafl:ical Hiftiory j nor is it necefl"ary that I fliould remind them how much

the charms, the influence, the devotion of Clotilda, and of her great-grand-

daughter Bertha, contributed to the converfion of France and England.

Religion may accept, without a blufli, the fervices of the pureft and mofl-

gentle portion of the human fpecies : but there are fome advocates who

would difgrace Chrifl:ianity, if Chriftianity could be difgraced, by the man-

ner in which they defend her caufe.

* Davis, p. 132,

XV.
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XV. As I could not readily procure the works of Gregory of Nyfla, I Tille-

borrowed * from the accurate and indefatigable Tillemont, a paflage in the
"°''^'

life of Gregory Thaumaturgus, or the Wonder-worker, which affirmed, that

when the Saint took poflefTion of his epifcopal fee, he found only seventeen

Chrifiians in the city of Neo-CEcfarea, and the adjacent country, " Lesen-

" virons, la campagne, le pays d'alentour." (Mem. Ecclef. tom. \v.

p. 677. ()<j\. Edit. BrufTelles, 1706.) Thefe expreffions of Tillemont, to

Viicr.i I explicidy acknowledged my obligation, appeared f;/nonymous to the

v.'ord dioceje, the whole territory entrufted to the paftoral care ofthe Wonder-

worker, and I added the epithet of (f.v/f/T/fx'i?; becaufe I was apprifed that

Neo-Casfarea was the capital of the Polemoniac Pontus, and that the whole

kingdom of Pontus, which ftretched above five hundred miles along the

coaft of the Euxine, was divided between fixteen or feventeen bifhops. (See

the Geographia Ecclefiaftica of Charles de St. Paul, and Lucas Holftenius,

p. 249, 250, 251.) Thus far I may not be thought to have deferved any

cenfure ; but the omiffion of the fubfequent part of the fame paflage, which

imports, that at his death the Wonder-worker left no more xhi^nfeventeen Pa-

gans^ may feem to wear a partial and fufpicious afpeft.

Let me therefore firft obferve, as fome evidence of an impartial difpofi-

tion, that I eafdy adrhitted, as the cool obfervation of the philofophic Lu-

cian, the angry and interefted complaint of the falfe prophet Alexander, tliat

Pontus was filled with Chriftians. This complaint was made under the

reigns of Marcus or of Comm.odus, with whom the impoftor fo admirably

expofed by Lucian was contemporary : and I had contented myfelf with re-

marking, that the numbers of Chriftians muft have been very unequally dif-

tributed in the feveral parts of Pontus, fince the diocefe of Neo-Ca;farea

cin'tained, above fixty years afterwards, only feventeen Chriftians. Such

was the inconfiderable fiock which Gregory began to feed about the year

two hundred and forty ; and the real or fabulous converfions afcribed to that

Wonder-working BiO^op, during a reign of thirty years, are totally foreign to

the ftate of Chriftianity in the preceding century. This obvious reflertian

may ferve to anfwer die objedlion of Mr. Davis
-f-,

and of another adverfaryJ,

who on this occafion is more liberal than Mr. Davis of thofe harlh epithets fo

familiar to the tribe of polemics.

• Gibbon, p. 605. N. 156. f Davis, p. 136, 137.

X Dr. Randolph, in Chclfum's Remarks, p. 159, 160.

XVI.
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Pagi, XVI. " Mr. Gibbon fays*, " Pliny was fent intoBithynia (according to

" Pagi) in the year I lo."

" Now that accurate chronologer places it in the year 102. See the faft

« recorded in his Critico-Hiftorico Chronologica in Annaks C. Baronii,

" A. D. 102. p. 99. fee. 2. §3."

" I appeal to my reader, whether this anachronifm does not plainly prove

" that our hiftorian never looked into Pagi's Chronology, though he has not

" hefitated to make a pompous reference to him in his note f
?"

I cannot help obferving that either Mr. Davis's didionary is extremely

confined, or that in his philofophy all fins are ofequal magnitude. Every error

. of fa6t or language, every infl:ance where he does not know how to reconcile

the original and the reference, he cxprefil;s by the gentle word of mifrepre-

Jentation. An inaccurate appeal to the fentiment of Pagi, on a fubjed where I

muft have been pcrfeflly difinterefied, might have been ftyled a lapfe of me-

mory, infiiead of being cenfured as the efFeft of vanity and ignorance. Pagi

is neither a difficult nor an uncommon writer, nor could I hope to derive

much additional fame from apompous quotation of his writings, which I had

never feen.

The words employed by Mr. Davis, of faSf, of record, of anachromfm,

are unflcilfully chofen, and fo unhappily applied, as to betray a very fhame-

ful ignorance, either of the Englifh language, or of the nature of this chro-

nological queftion. The date of Pliny's government of Bithynia is not a fad

recorded by any ancient writer, but an opinion which modern critics have va-

rioufly formed, from the confideration of prefumptive and collateral evi-

dence. Cardinal Baronius placed the confulihip of Pliny one year too late ;

and, as he wasperfuaded that the old pradice of the republic ftill fubfifte.d,

-he naturally fnppofed that Pliny obtained his province immediately after the

expiration of his confulfhip. He therefore fends him into Bithynia in the

year which, according to his erroneous computation, coincided with the

year one hundred and four (Baron. Annak Ecclef. A. D. 103. No. i. 104.

No. I.), or, according to the true chronology, with the year one hundred

and two, of the Chrifl;ian sera. This miftake of Baronius, Pagi, with the

affifliance of his friend Cardinal Noris, undertakes to corred. From an ac-

curate parallel of the Annals of Trajan and the Epifl:les of Pliny, he deduces

his proofs that Pliny remained at Rome feveral years after his confulfhip, by

* Gibbon, p. ^05. N. 157. -{ Davis, p. 140.

6 his
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his own ingenious, though fometimes fanciful theory, of the imperial Quin-

quennalia, &c. Pagi at laft difcovers that Pliny made his entrance into Bithy-

nia in the year one hundred and ten. " Plinius igitur anno Chrifti cen-

" TESiMo DEciMO Bithyniam incravit." Pagi, torn. i. p. loo.

I will be more indulgent to my adverfary than he has been to me : I will

admit that he has looked into Pagi -, but I mufl: add, that he has only looked

into that accurate chronologer. To redtify the errors, which, in the courfe of

a laborious and original work, had efcaped the diligence of the Cardinal, was

the arduous tafk which Pagi propofed to execute : and for the fake of per-

fpicuity, he diftributes his criticifms according to the particular dates, whe-

ther juft or faulty, of the Chronology of Baronius himfelf. Under the year

102, Mr. Davis confufedly faw a long argument about Pliny and Bithynia,

and without condefcending to read the author whom he pompotijly quotes,

this hafty critic imputes to him the opinion which he had fo laborioufly de-

ftroyed.

My readers, if any readers have accompanied me thus far, muft be fatis-

fied, and indeed fatiated, with the repeated proofs which I have made of the

weight and temper of my adverfary's weapons. They have, in every af-

fault, -fallen dead and lifclefs to the ground : they have more than once re-

coiled, and dangeroufly wounded the unilcilful hand that had prefumed to ufe

them. I have now examined all the mijreprejentations and inaccuracies, which

even for a moment could perplex the ignorant or deceive the credulous :

thtfew imputations which I have neglefted are ftill more palpably falfe, or

ftill more evidently trifling, and even the friends of Mr. Davis will fcarcely

continue to afcribe my contempt to my fear.

The firfl part of his critical volume might admit, though it did not de- Plaoia.

ferve, a particular reply. But the eafy, though tedious compilation, which

fills the remainder *, and which Mr. Davis has produced as the evidence of

my {)[\z.mti\i\ plagiarijms, may be fet in its true light by three or four fhort

and general reflexions.

I. Mr. Davis has difpofed, in two columns, the paflages which he thinks

proper to felecl from my two laft chapters, and the correfponding pafl*ages

from Middleton, Barbeyrac, Beaufobre, Dodwell, &c. to the moft impor-

tant of which he had been regularly guided by my own quotations. Accord-

ing to the opinion which he has conceived of literary property, to agreeh to

• Davis, p. i6S—Z74,

VOL. II. 40 follotv.

S.1SMS.
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• follow-, and to follow is to fteal. He celebrates his own fagacity with loud

and reiterated applaufe, and declares, with infinite facetioufnefs, that if he

reftored to every author the paffages which Mr. Gibbon has purloined, he

would appear as naked as the proud and gaudy daw in the fable, when each

bird had plucked away its own plumes. Inftead of being angry with Mr.

Davis for the parallel which he has extended to fo great a length, I am under

fome obligation to his induftry for the copious proofs which he has furnifhed

the reader, that my reprefentation of fome of the moft important fads of ec-

, clefiaftical antiquity is fupported by the authority or opinion of the moft in-

genious and learned of the modern writers. The public may not, perhaps,

be very eager to allift Mr. Davis in his favourite amufement of depluming

me. They may think, that if the materials which compofe my two laft

chapters are curious and valuable, it is of little moment to whom they pro-

perly belong. If my readers are fatisfied with the form, the colours, the

new arrangement which I have given to the labours of my predeceflbrs, they

may perhaps confider me not as a contemptible thief, but as an honeft and in-

duftrious manufadlurer, who has fairly procured the raw materials, and worked

them up with a laudable degree of fkill and fuccefs.

II. About two hundred years ago, the court of Rome difcovered that the

fyftem which had been eredted by ignorance muft be defended and counte-

nanced by the aid, or at leaft by the abufe, of fcience. The groflcr legends

of the middle ages were abandoned to contempt, but, the fupremacy and in-

fallibility of two hundred Popes, the virtues of many thoufand Saints, and

the miracles which they either performed or related, have been laborioufly

confecrated in the Ecclefiaftical Annals of Cardinal Baronius. A theologi-

cal barometer might be formed, of which the Cardinal and our countryman

Dr. Middleton fhould conftitute the oppofite and remote extremities, as the

former funk to the loweft degree of credulity, which was compatible with

learning, and the latter rofe to the higheft pitch of fcepticifm, in anywife

confiftent with religion. The intermediate gradations would be filled by a

line of ecclefiaftical critics, whofe rank has been fixed by the circumftances

of their temper andftudies, as well as by the fpirit of the church or fociety to

which they were attached. It would be amufing enough to calculate the

weight of prejudice in the air of Rome, of Oxford, of Paris, and of Hol-

land ; and fometimes to obferve the irregular tendency of papifts towards

freedom, fometimes to remark the unnatural gravitation of proteftants to-

wards flavery. But it is ufeful to borrow the affiftancc of fo many learned

6 and
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and ingenious men, who have viewed the firfl: ages ofthe church in every light,

and from every fituation. If we Ikilfully combine the pafllons and prejudices,

the hoftile motives and intentions, of the feveral theologians, we may frequently

extract knowledge from credulity, moderation from zeal, and impartial truJi

from the moft difingenuous controverfy. It is the right, it is the duty of a

critical hiftorian to collecft, to weigh, to feleft the opinions of his predecef-

forsj and the more diligence he has exerted in the fearch, the more rationally

he may hope to addfome improvement to the flock of knowledge, the ufe of

which has been common to all.

III. Befides the ideas which may be fuggefted by the ftudy of the moft

learned and ingenious of the moderns, the hiftorian may be indebted to them
for the occafional communication of fome paflages of the ancients, which

might otherwife have efcaped his knowledge or his memory. In the con-

fidcration of any extenfive fubjeift, none will pretend to have read all that

has been written, or to recolledl all that they have read : nor is there any d if-

grace in recurring to the writers who have profefledly treated any queftions^

which, in the courfe of a long narrative, we are called upon to mention in a

flight and incidental manner. If I touch upon the obfcure and fanciful theo-

logy of the Gnoftics, I can accept without a blufh the afliftance of the can-

did Beaufobre j and when, amidft the fury ofcontending parties, I trace the

progrefs of ecclefiaftical dominion, I am not alhamed to confefs myfelf the

grateful difciple of the impartial Moflieim. In the next volume of my Hif-

tory, the reader and the critic muft prepare themfelves to fee me make a

ftill more liberal ufe of the labours of thofe indefatigable workmen who have

dug deep into the mine of antiquity. The Fathers of the fourth and fifth

centuries are far more voluminous than their predecefibrs ; the writings of

Jerom, of Auguftin, of Chryfoftom, i£c. cover the walls of our libraries.

The fmalleft part is of the hiftorical kind: yet the treatifes which feem the

leaft to invite the curiofity of the reader, frequendy conceal very ufeful hints,

or very valuable fads. The polemic, who involves himfelf and his antago-

nifts in a cloud ofargumentation, fometimes relates the origin and progrefs of

the herefy which he confutes i and the preacher who declaims againft the lux-

ury, defcribes the manners of the age ; and feafonably introduces the men-

tion of fome public calamity, that he may afcribe it to the juftice ofoffended

Heaven. It would furely be unreafonable to expefb that the hiftorian fliould

perufe enormous volumes, with the uncertain hope of extraifting a few inte-

refting lines, or that he fhould facrifice whole days to the momentary amufe-

402 men: --
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ment of his reader. Fortunately for us both, the diligence of ecclefiaftical

critics has facilitated our inquiries: the compilations of Tillemont might

alone be confidered as an immenfe repertory of truth and fable, of almoflall

that the fathers have preferved or invented, or believed ; and if we equally

avail ourfelves of the labours of contending feclarics, we fliall often difcover,

that tiie fame pafiages which the prudence of one of the difputants would

have fuppreflfed or difguifed, are placed in the mod confpicuous light by the

adtive and interefted zeal of his adverfary. On thefe occafions, what is the

duty of a faithful hiftorian, who derives from fome modern writer the know-

ledge offome ancient teftimony, which he is defirous of introducing into his

own narrative ? It is his duty, and it has been my invariable praftice, to con-

fult the original ; to ftudy with attention the words, the defign, the fpirit, the

context, the fituation of the paflage to which I had been referred j and be-

fore I appropriated it to my own ufe, to juftify my own declaration, " that I

" had carefully examined all the original materials that could illuftrate the

" fubjeft which I had undertaken to treat." If this important obligation has

fometimes been imperfedlly fulfilled, I have only omitted what it would have

been imprafticable for me to perform. The greateft city in the world is

ftill deftitute of that uieful inftitution, a pubHc library ; and the writer who

has undertaken to treat any large hiftorical fubjeft, is reduced to the necefTity

of purchafing, for his private ufe, a numerous and valuable collcdion of the

books which mud form the bafis of his work. The diligence of his book-

fellers will not always prove fuccefsful; and the candour of his readers v/ill

not always expeft, that, for the fake of verifying an accidental quotation of

ten lines, he fhould load himfelf with an ufelefs and expenfive feriesof ten

volumes. In a very few inftances, where I had not the opportunity of con-

fulting the originals, I have adopted their teftimony on the faith of modern

guides, of whofe fidelity I was fatisfied j but on thefe occafions *, inftead of

decking myfelf with the borrowed plumes of Tillemont or Lardner, I have

been moft fcrupuloufly exad in marking the extent of my reading, and the

fource of my information. This diftindtion, which a fenfe of truth and mo-

defty had engaged me to exprefs, is ungeneroufly abufed by Mr. Davis, who

feems happy to inform his readers, that " in one inftance (Chap. xvi. 164.

" or in the firft edition, 163.) I have, by an unaccountable overfight, un-

* Gibbon, p. 605, N. 156; p. 606. N. 161 ; p. 690, N. 164 ; p. 699, N. 17S.

" fortunately
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" fortunately for myfelf, forgot to drop the modern, and that I modeftly

.
*' difclaim all knowledge ofAthanafius, but what I had picked up from Til-

" lemont *." Without animadverting on the decency of thefc exprefllons,

which are now grown familiar to me, I fhall content myfelf with obferving,

that as I had frequently quoted Eufcbius, or Cyprian, or TertuUian, becauje

I had read them; fo, in this inftance, I only made my reference to Tille-

mont, becauje I had not read, and did not poflefs the works of Athanafius.

Theprogrefs of my undertaking has fince direded me to perufe the Hiftori-,

cal Apologies of the Archbifhop of Alexandria, whofe life is a very intereft-

ingpart of the age in which he lived ; and if Mr. Davis fhould have the cu-

riofity to look into my Second Volume, he will find that I make a free and

frequent appeal to the writings of Athanafius. Whatever may be the opinion

or pradice of my adverfary, this I apprehend to be the dealing of a fair and.

honourable man.

IV. The hiftorical monuments of the three firfl centuries of ecclefiaftical

antiquity are neither very numerous nor very prolix. From the end of the

Adls of the Apoftles, to the time when the firft Apology of Juftin Martyr

was prefented, there intervened a dark and doubtful period of fourfcore

years ; and, even if the Epiftles of Ignatius fhould be approved by the cri-

tic, they could not be very ferviceable to the hiftorian. From the middle of

the fecond, to the beginning of the fourth century, we gain our knowledge

of the ftate and progrefsof Chriflianicy, from the fucceffive Apologies which

were occafionaliy compofed by Juftin, Athenagoras, TertuUian, Origen,

i^c. j from the F.piftles of Cyprian ; from a few Jincere ads of

the Martyrs ; from fome moral or controverfial trafls, which in-

dirtdly explain the events and manners'of the times; from the rare

and accidental notice which profane writers have taken of the Chrif-

tian fedt ; from the declamatory narrative which celebrates the deaths of

the perfecutors ; and from the Ecclefiaftical Hillory of Eufebius, who has

preferved fome valuable fragments of more early writers. Since the revival

of letters, thefe original materials have been the common fund of critics and

hiftorians : nor has it ever been imagined, that the abfolute and exclufive

property ofapaflage in Eufebius or TertuUian was acquired by the firft who

had an opportunity of quoting it. The learned work of Mo.Tieim, de Rebus

Chrijlianis ante Confiant'mum, was printed in the year 1753 ; and if I were

poflbfied ofthe patience and difingenuity of Mr. Davis, I would engage to

• Davis, p. 273.
find
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find all the ancient teftimonies t]iat he has alleged, in the writings of Dodwell

or Tillemont, which were publifhed before the end of the laft century. But

if I were animated by any malevolent intentions againfl: Dodwell or Tille-

mont, I could as eafily, and as unfairly, fix on them the guilt of plagiarifm,

by producing the fame paflages tranfcribed or tranflated at full length in the

Annals of Cardinal Baronius, Let not criticifm be any longer difgraged by

the praftice of fuch unworthy arts. Inftead of admitting fufpicions as falfe

-as they are ungenerous, candour will acknowledge, that Mofheim or Dod-

well, Tillemont or Baronius, enjoyed the fame right, and often were under

the fame obligation, of quoting the paflages which they had read, and which

were indlfpenfably requifite to confirm the truth and fubftance of their fimilar

narratives. Mr. Davis is fo far from allowing me the benefit of this com-

iiion indulgence, or rather of this common right, that he ftigmatifes with the

name of plagiarifm a clofe and literal agreement with Dodwell in the

account of fome parts of the perfecution of Diocletian, where a few

chapters of Eufebius and Laftantius, perhaps of Ladantius alone, are the

fole materials from whence our knowledge could be derived, and where. If

I had not tranfcribed, I muft have invented. He is even bold enough {bold

is not the proper word) to conceive fome hopes of perfuading his readers*

that an hiftorian who has employed feveral years of his life, and feveral hun-

dred pages, on the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, had never read

Orofius, or the Auguftln Hiftory j and that he was forced to borrow, at fe-

cond-hand, his quotations from the Theodofian code. I cannot profefs my-

felf very defirous of Mr. Davis's acquaintance ; but ifhe will take the trouble

of calling at my houfe any afternoon when I am not at home, my fervant fhall

llievv him my library, which he will find tolerably well furnifhed with the

ufeful authors, ancient as well as modern, ecclefiaftical as well as profane,

who have direSlly fupplied me with the materials of my Hiftory.

The peculiar reafons, and they are not of the moft flattering kind, which

urged me to repel the furious and feeble attack of Mr. Davis, have been

already mentioned. But fince I am drawn thus reluftantly into the lifts of

controverfy, I fhall not retire till I have faluted, either with ftern defiance or

gentle courtefy, the theological champions who have fignallzed their ardour

to break a lance agalnft the fliield of a Pagan adverfary. The Fifteenth and

Sixteenth Chapters have been honoured with the notice of feveral writers,

whofe names and charafters feemed to promlfe more maturity of judgment

and learning than could rcafonably be expefbed from the unfiniflied ftudies of

aBa-
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a Baclielor of Arts. The Reverend Mr. Apthorpe, Dr. Watfpn, the Re-

gius ProfeiTor of Divinity in the Univerfity of Cambridge, Dr. Chelfum of

Chrift Church, and his aflbciate Dr. Randolph, Prefidentof Corpus Chrifti

College, and the Lady Margaret's Profeflbr of Divinity in the Univerfity of

Oxford, have given me a fair right, which, however, I fliall not abufe, of

freely declaring my opinion on the fubjefl of their refpedive cricicifms.

If I am not miftaken, Mr. Apthorpe was the firfl; who announced to the ^^*- ^^•

Public his intention of examining the interefting fubjeft which I had treated

in the Two laft Chapters of my Hiftory. The multitude of collateral and

acceflary ideas which prefented themfelves to the Author, infenfibly fwelled

the bulk of his papers to the fize of a large volume in oiftavo ; the publi-

cation was delayed many months beyond the time of the firft advertifement

;

and when Mr. Apthorpe's Letters appeared, I was furprifed to find, that I

hid/carcely any inteieft or concern in their contents. They are filled with

general obfervations on the Study of Hiftory, with a large and ufeful cata-

logue of Hiftorians, and with a variety of reflexions, moral and religious,

all preparatory to the dired: and formal confideration of my Two laft Chap-

ters, which Mr. Apthorpe feems to referve for the fubjeft of a Second Vo-

lume. I finccrely refpeft the learning, the piety, and the candour of this

Gentleman, and muft confider it as a mark of his eftcem, that he has.

thought proper to begin his approaches at fo great a diftance from the for-

tifications which he defigned to attack.

When Dr. Watfon gave to the Public his Apology for Chriftianity, in a Dr. Wat-

Series of Letters, he addrefled them to the Author of the Decline and Fall
^°^'

of the Roman Empire, with a juft confidence that he had confidered this

important objeft in a manner not unworthy of his antagonift or of himfclf.

Dr. Watfon's mode of thinking bears a liberal and a philofophic caft ; his

thoughts are exprefled with fpirit, and that fpirit is always tempered by po-

litenefs and moderation. Such is the man whom I ftiould be happy to call

my friend, and whom I fhould not blufti to call my antagonift. But the

fame motives which might tempt me to accept, or even to folicic, a private

and amicable conference, diffuaded me from entering into a public contro-

verfy with a Writer of fo refpedable a charafterj and I embraced the

earlieft opportunity of expreffing to Dr. Watfon himfelf, how fincerely I

agreed with him in thinking, " That as the world is now poflefled of the

" opinion of us both upon the fubje(5t in queflion, it may be perhaps as

" proper
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" proper for us both to leave it in this ftate *." The nature of the inge-

nious Profefibr's Apology contributed to ftrengthen the infuperable reluc-

tance to engage in hoftile altercation which was common to us both, by

convincing me, that fuch an altercation was unneceffary as well as unplea-

fant. He very juftly and poHtely declares, that a confidcrable part, near

feventy pages, of his fmall volume are not directed to me f, but to a fet of

men whom he places in an odious and contemptible light. He leaves to

other hands the defence of the leading Ecclefiaftics, even of the primitive

church ; and without being very anxious, either to foften their vices and

indifcretion, or to aggravate the cruelty of the Heathen Perfecutors, he

pafTes over in filence the greateft part of my Sixteenth Chapter. It is not

fo much the purpofe of the Apologift to examine the fads which have been

advanced by the Hiftorian, as to remove the impreflions which may have

been formed by many of his Readers ; and the Remarks of Dr. Watfon

confift more properly of general argumentation than of particular criticifm.

He fairly owns, that I have exprefsly allowed the full and irrefiftible weight

of xhtfirjl great caufe of the fuccefs of Chriftianity J; and he is too candid

to deny that the five Jecondary caufes, which I had attempted to explain,

operated with Jome degree of adive energy towards the accomplifbraent of

that great event. The only queftion which remains between us, relates to the

degree of the weight and effe£l of thofe fecondary caufes -, and as I am per-

fuaded that our philofophy is not of the dogmatic kind, we fhould foon aCt

knowledge that this precife degree cannot be afcertained by reafoning, nor
~

perhaps be expreffed by words. In the courfe of this inquiry, fome inci-

dental difficulties have arifen, which I had Hated with impartiality, and

which Dr. Watfon refolves with ingenuity and temper. If in fome inftances

he feems to have mifapprehended my fentiments, I may hefitate whether I

fhould impute the fault to my own want of clearnefs or to his want of atten-

tion, but I can never entertain a fufpicion that Dr. Watfon would defcend

to employ the difingenuous arts of vulgar controverfy.

There is, however, one paflage, and one paflage only, which mud not

pafs without fome explanation ; and I fhall the more eagerly embrace this

occafion to illuftrate what I had faid, as the niifconftruclion of my true

jneaning lecms to have made an involuntary, but unfavourable impreflion

• Watfon's Apology for Chrillianity, p. 200. f ^^- P- 2or—268. % Id. p. 5.
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OH the liberal mind of Dr. Watfon. As I endeavour ?Jc?fO palliate tfifc

fcverity, but to difcover the motives, of. the Roman Magiftrates, I had

remarked, " it was in vain that the opprefTed Believer afiertcd the unalien"-

" able rights of confcience and private judgment. Though his fituatioh

" might excite the pity, his arguments could never reach the underftanding,

" eitlier of the philofophic or of the believing part of the Pagan world*.'*

The humanity of Dr. Watfon takes fire on the fuppofed provocation, and

he afks me with unufual quicknefs, " How, Sir, are the arguments for

" liberty of confcience fo exceedingly inconclufive, that you think them in_

*' capable of reaching the underftanding even of philofophers f ?" He
continues to obfcrve, that a captious adverfary would embrace with avidity

the opportunity tlvis paflage affords, of blotting my charadter with the

odious ftain of being a Perfecutor ; a ftain which no learning can wipe out,

which no genius or ability can render amiable ; and though he himfelf does

not entertain fuch an opini<in of my principles, his ingenuity tries in vain to

provide me with the means of efcape.

I muft lament that I have not been fuccefsful in the explanation of a very

fimple notion of the fpirit both of Philofophy and of Polytheifm, which I

have repeatedly inculcated. The arguments which affert the rights of con-

fcience are not inconclufive in themfelves, but the underftanding of the

Greeks and Romans was fortified againft their evidence by an invincible

prejudice. When we liften to the voice of Bayle, of Locke, and of ge-

nuine reafon, in favour of religious toleration, we fliall eafily perceive that

our moft forcible appeal is made to our mutual feeHngs. If the Jew were

allowed to argue with the Inquifitor, he would requeft that for a moment

they might exchange their different fituations, and might fafely afk his Catholic

Tyrant, whether the fear of death would compel hm to enter the fynagogue,

to receive the mark of circumcifion, and to partake of the pafchal lamb.

As foon as the cafe of perfecution was brought home to the breaft of the

Inquifitor, he muft have found fome difficulty in fuppreffing the didates of

natural equity, which would infinuate to his confcience, that he could have

no right to inflict thole punifliments which, under fimilar circumftances, he

would efteem it as his duty to encounter. But this argument could not reach

the underftanding of a Polytheift, or of an ancient Philofopher. The former

was ready, whenever he w^as fummoned, or indeed without being fummoned,

* Gibbon, p. 625. \ Watfon, p. 185.
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to fall proftrate before the altars of any Gods who were adored in any part

of the world, and to admit a vague perfuafion of the truth and divinity of

the moft different modes of religion. The Philofopher, who confidered

them, at leaft in their, literal fenfe, as equally falfe and abfurd, was not

adiamed to difguife his fentiments, and to frame his actions according to the

laws of his country, which impofed the fame obligation on the Philofophers

and the people. When Pliny declared, that whatever was the opinion of the

Chriftians, their obftinacy deferved punifhment, the abfurd cruelty of Pliny

was excufed in his own eye, by the confcioufnefs that, in the fituation of the

Chriftians, he would not have refufed the religious coiTjpliance which he ex-

afted. 1 fliall not repeat, that the Pagan worlhip was a matter, not of

opinion, but of cujiotn ; that the toleration of the Romans was confined to

nations or families who followed the pradlice of their anceftors ; and that in

the firft ages of Chriftianity their perfecution of the individuals who depart-

ed from the eftablifhed religion was neither moderated by pure reafon, nor

inflamed by exclufive zeal. But I only defire to appeal, from the hafty ap-

prehenfion, to the more deliberate judgment, of Dr. Watfon himlelf.

Should there ftill remain any difference of opinion between us, I fhall be

fatisfied, if he will confider me as a fincere though perhaps unfuccefsful

lover of truth, and as a firm friend to civil and ecclefiaftical freedom.

Dr. Chel- Far be it from me, or from any faithful Hiftorian, to impute to relpefta-

Randolfh! ble focie ties the faults of fome individual members. Our two Univerfities

moft undoubtedly contain the fame mixture, and moft probably the fame

proportions, of zeal and moderation, of reafon and luperftition. Yet there

is much lefs difference between the fmoothnefs of the Ionic, and the rough-

nefs of the Doric dialeft, than may be found between the polifhed ftyle of

Dr. Watfon, and the coarfe language of Mr. Davis, Dr. Chelfum, or Dr.

Randolph. The fecond of thefe Critics, Dr. Chelfum of Chrift Church,

is unwilling that the world fhoukl forget that he was the firft who founded to

arms, that he was the firft who furnifhed the antidote to the poifon, and who^

as early as the month of Odober of the year 1776, publifhed his Strictures

on the Two laft Chapters of Mr. Gibbon's Hiftory. The fuccefs of a

pamphlet, which he modeftly ftyles imperfeft and ill-digefted, encouraged

him to refume the controverfy. In the beginning of the prefent year, his

Remarks made their fecond appearance, with fome alteration of form, and

a large incieafe of bulk ; and the author who fcems to fight under the pro-

5 tcdioa
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teition of two epifcopal banners, has prefixed, in the front of his volumc>

his name and titles, which in tlie former edition he had lefs honourably

fupprefled. His confidence is fortified by the alliance and communications

of a dtJiinguiJJied Writer, Dr. Randolph, ^c. who, on a proper occafion,

would, no doubt, be ready to bear as honourable teflimony to the merit and

reputation of Dr. Chelfum. The two friends are indeed fo happily united

by art and nature, that if the author of the Remarks had not pointed out

the valuable communications of the Margaret Profeflbr, it would have been

impoflible to feparate their refpedive property.* Writers who pofTefs any

freedom of mind, may be known from each other by the peculiar charafter

of their ftyle and fentiments ; but the champions who are inlifted in the

fervice of Authority, commonly wear the uniform of the regiment. Op-

preiTed with the fame yoke, covered with the fame trappings, they heavily

move along, perhaps not with au equal pace, in the fame beaten track of

prejudice and preferment. Yet I fhould expofe my own injuftice, were I

abfolutely to confound with Mr. Davis the two Doftors in Divinity," who

are joined in one volume. The three Critics appear to be animated by the

fame implacable refentment againfl: the Hiftorian of the Roman Empire ;

they are alike difpofed to fupport the fame opinions by the fame arts ; and if

in the language of the two latter, the difregard of politenefs is fomewhat lefs

grofs and indecent, the difference is not of fuch a magnitude as to excite in

my breaft any lively fenfations of gratitude. It was the misfortune of Mr.

Davis that he undertook to write before he had read. He fet out with the

ftock of authorities which he found in my quotations, and boldly ventured to

play his reputation againfl: mine. Perhaps he may now repent of a lofs

which is noteafily recovered ; but if I had not furmounted my almoft infu-

perable relu6tance to a public dilpute, many a reader might flill be dazzled

by the vehemence of his affertions, and might ftill beheve that Mr. Davis

had dete6ted feveral wilful and important mifreprefentations in my Two lad'

Chapters. But the confederate Doftors appear to be fchoiars of a higher

form and longer experience ; they enjoy a certain rank in their academical

world ; and as their zeal is enlightened by fome rays of knowledge, lb

their defire to ruin the credit of their adverfary is occafionally checked by

the apprehennon of injuring their own. Thefe reftraints, to which Mr.

Davis was a ftranger, have confined them to a very narrow and humble parii

of hifloiical criticifm -, and if I were to correctj according to their wifhes,

4 H 2 ali
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all the particular fa£ts againft which they have advanced any objeftions, thefe

corredlions, admitted in their fuUeft extent, would hardly furnifh materials

, for a decent lift of errata. ;

The dogmatical part of their work, which in every fenfe of the word

deferves that appellation, is ill adapted to engage my attention. I had de-

clined the confideration of theological arguments, when they were managed

by a candid and liberal adverfary ; and it would be inconfiftent enough, if

I Ihould have refufed to draw my fword in honourable combat againft the

keen and well-tempered weapon of Dr. Watfon, for tlie fole purpofe of en-

countering the ruftic cudgel of two {launch and fturdy Polemics.

I fhall not enter any farther into the character and conduft of Cyprian,

as I am fenfible that, if the opinion of Le Clerc, Mofheim, and myfclf, is

reprobated by Dr. Chelfum and his ally, the difference muft fubfift, till we

il:iall entertain the fame notions of moral virtue and ecclefiaftical power *.

If Dr. Randolph will allow that the primitive Clergy received, managed,

and diftributed the tithes, and other charitable donations of the faithful, the

difpute between us will be a difpute of words f. I fliall not amufc myftlf

with proving that the learned Origen muft have derived from the infpired

authority of the Church his knowledge, not indeed of the authenticity, but

of the i}!fpiraticn of the four Evangelifts, two of whom are not in the rank

of the Apoftles ij;. I fliall fubmit to the judgment of the Public, whether

the Athanafian Creed is not read and received in the Church of England,

and whether the wifeft and moft virtuous of the Pagans § believed the Ca-

tholic faith, which is declared in the Athanafian Creed to be abfolutely ne-

ccflary for falvation. As litde fhall I think myfelf intereftcd in the elaborate

difquifitions with which the Author of the Remarks has filled a great number

of pages, concerning the famous teftimony of Jofephus, the paflages of

Irenaeus and Theophilus, which relate to the gift of miracles, and the origin

of circumcifion in Paleftine or in Egypt y. If I have rejected, and rejefted

with fome contempt, the interpolation which pious fraud has very aukwardly

inferted in the text of Jofephus, I may deem myfelf fecure behind the fliield

of learned and pious critics (fee in particular Le Clerc, in his Ars Critica,

* Gibbon, Y'-SS^' $^9' Chelfum, p. 132.— 139.

f Gibbon, p. 592. Randolph in Chelfum, p. i2z.

X Gibbon, p. 551, N. 33. Chelfum, p. 39.

§ Gibbon, p. 565, N. 70. Chelfum, p. 66.

H'Chelfum's Remarks, p. 13— 19. 67—91. 180— 1S5,

part
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part iii. feet. i. c. 15. and Lardner's Tcftimonks, Vol. i. p. 150, &c.),

who have condemned this pafTage : and I think it very natural that Dr. Chcl-

fiim fliould embrace the contrary opinion, which is not deflituce of able ad-

vocates. The paflages of Irenxiis and Theophilus were thoroughly fifced

in the controverfy about the duration of Miracles ; and as the works of Dr.

Middleton may be found in every library, fo it is not impofTible that a dili-

gent fearch may ftill difcover fome remains of the writings of his adverfa- ^

ries. In mentioning the confcflion of the Syrians of Paleftine, that they had

received from Egypt the rite of circumcifion, I had fimply alledged the

teftimony of Herodotus, without exprefsly adopting the fentiment of Mar-

fliam. But I had always imagined, that in thefe doubtful and indifferent

queftions, which have been Iblemnly argued before the tribunal of the Pub-

lic, every fcholar was at liberty to chufe his fide, without afTigning his rea-

fons ; nor can I yet perfuade myfelf, that either Dr. Chelfum, or myfclf,

are likely to enforce, by any new arguments, the opinions which we have /

refpeftively followed. The only novelty for which I can perceive myfelf

indebted to Dr. Chelfum, is the very extraordinary Scepticifm which he

infinuates concerning the time of Herodotus, who, according to the chro-

nology of fome, flourifhed during the time of the Jewifli captivity *. Can
*

it be neceflary to inform a Divine, that the captivity which lafted feventy

years, according to the prophecy of Jeremiah, was terminated in the year

536 before Chrift, by the edift which Cyrus publiflied in the firfl year of his

reign? (Jeremiah, xxv. 11, 12. xxix. 10. Ezra, i. i. &c. Uflier and

Prideaux, under the years 606 and 536.) Can it be neceflary to inform a

man of letters, that Herodotus was fifty- three years old at the commence-

ment of the Peloponnefian war (Aulus Gellius, Nod. Attic, xv. -23. from

the commentaries of Pamphila), and confequcndy that he was born in f\\z

year before Chrift 484, fifty-two years after the end ofthe Jewilh captivity?

As this well attefted fact is not expofed to the flighteft doubt or difficulty,

I am fomewhat curious to learn the names of thofe unknown authors, whole

chronology Dr. Chelfum has allowed as the fpecious foundation of a probable

hypothefis. The Author of the Remarks does not feem indeed to have

cukivated, with much care or fuccefs, the province of literary hiftory; as

a very moderate acquaintance with that ufeful branch of knowledge would

have favcd him from a pofitive miftake, much lefs excufable than the doubt

* Clielfum, p. 15.
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which he entercains about the time of Herodotus. He flyles Suidas " a

" Heathen writer, who lived about the end of the tenth century *." I ad-

mit the period which he afligns to Suidas ; and which is well afcertained by

Dr. Bentley. (See his Reply to Boyle, p. 22, 23.) We are led to fix this

epoch, by the chronology which this Heathen writer has deduced from Adarn,

to the death of the emperor John Zimifces, A. D. 975 : and a crowd of

paflagcs might be produced, as the unanfwerable evidence ofhis Chriftianity.

But the moft unanfwerable of all is the very date, which is not difputed be-

tween us. The philolbphers who flouriflied under Juftinian (fee Agathias,

L. ii. p. 6-5,66.) appear to have been the laft of the Heathen writers: and

the ancient religion of the Greeks was annihilated almofl four hundred years

before the birth of Suidas.

After this animadverfion, which is not intended either to infult the failings

of my Adverfary, or to provide a convenient excufe for my own errors, I

fliall proceed to feleiSl tivo important parts of Dr. Chelfum's Remarks, from

which the candid reader may form fome opinion of the whole. They relate

to the military fervlce of the firft Chriftians, and to the hiftorical charafter

of Eufebius ; and I fhall review them with the lefs reluflance, as it may not

be impoffible to pick up fomething curious and ufeful even in the barren

wade of controverfy.

jijj, I, In reprefenting the errors of the primitive Chriftians, which flowed

Service of {xovd an exccfs of virtue, I had obferved, that they expofed themfelves to

Christi- the reproaches of the Pagans, by their obftinate refufal to take an aftive

'"*"'^'
part in the civil adminiftration, or military defence of the empire ; that the

objeiftions of Celfus appear to have been mutilated by his adverfary Origen ;

and that the Apologifls, to whom the public dangers were urged, returned

obfcure and ambiguous anfwers, as they were unwilling to difclofe the true

ground of their fecurity, their opinion of the approaching end of the world f.

In another place I had related, from the Ads of Ruinart, the aftion and

punifhmentof the Centurion Marcellus, who was put to death for renouncing

the fervice in apubhc and feditious manner J.

On this oceafion Dr. Chelfum is extremely alert. He denies my fads,

controverts my opinions, and, with a politenefs worthy of Mr. Davis him-

ielf, infinuates that I borrowed the ftory of Marcellus, not from Ruinart,

but from Voltaire. My learned adverfary thinks it highly improbable that

•» ehelfuiB, p. 75. + jGibbon, p. 580, 531. J Id. p. 680.
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Origen fnould dare to mutilate the objedlions of Celfus, '< whofe work was,

" in all probability, extant at the time he made this reply. In fucli cafe,

" had he even been inclined to treat his adverfary unfairly, he niurt: yetfurely

" have been with-held from the attempt, through the fear of deteiflion*."

The experience both of ancient and modern controverfy has indeed con-

vinced me that this reafoning, juft and natural as it may feern, is totally in-

conclufive, and that the generality of difputants, efpecially in religious

contefts, are of a much more daring and intrepid fpirit. For the truuh of

this remark, I Ihall content myfelf with producing a recent and very Angu-

lar example, in which Dr. Chelfum himfelf is perfonally interefted, Ht

charges \ me with paffing over in " filence the important and unfufpefted

" teftimony of a Heathen hiftorian (Dion CalTius) to the perfccution of Do-

" mitian j and he affirms, that I have produced that teftimony fo far only

'• as it relates to Clemens, and Domitilla; yet in the very fame paQagc

" follows immediately, that on a like accufation many others were alfo

" condemned. Some of them were put to death, others fuffered the con-

" fifcation of their goods J." Although I fhould not be alhamed to un-

dertake the apology of Nero or Domitian, if I thought them innocent of

any particular crime with which zeal or malice had unjuftly branded their

memory ; yet I fliould indeed blufli, if, in favour of tyranny, or even in

favour of virtue, I had fupprefled the truth and evidence of hiftorical facts.

But the Reader will feel fome furprife, when he has convinced himfelf that,

in the three editions of my Firft Volume, after relating the death of

Clemens, and the exile of Domitilla, I continue to allege the entire tes-

timony of Dion, in the following words: " and fentences either of death,

" or of confifcation, were pronounced againfl: a great number of per-

" sons who were involved in the fame accufation. The guilt imputed ta

" their charge, was that of Atheifm and Jewilh manners j a Angular alTo-

" ciation of ideas which cannot with any propriety be applied except to the

" Chriftians, as they were obfcurely and imperfeftly viewed by the magif-

" trates and writers of that period." Dr. Chelfum has not been deterred

by the fear of detedion, from this fcandalous. mutilation of the popular

work of a living adverfary. But Celfus had been dead above fifty years be-

fore Origen publifhed his Apology ; and the copies of ai> ancient work,

inftead of being inftantaneoudy multiplied by the operation of the prefs*

werefeparately and flowly tranfcribed by the labour of the hand.

» Cbelfnm, p. ii8, 119. * Id, p iS8. X Gibbon, p. 6+$.
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If any modern divine flioiild ftill maintain that the fidelity of Origen was

fecured by motives more honourable than the fear of detection, he may learn

from Jerom the difference o( the gymnq/iic and dogmatic ftyles. Truth is the

bbjeft of the one, viftory of the other j and the fame arts which would dif-

grace the fincerity of the teacher, ferve only to difplay the fkili of the dif-

putant. Afterjuftifying his own pradice by that of the orators and philofo-^

phcrs, Jerom defends himfelf by the more refpeftable authority of Chriftian

apologifts. " How many thoufind lines', fays he, have been compoled

" againft Cei/us and Porphyry, by Origen, Methodius, F.ufebius, Apolli-

" naris ? Confider with what arguments, with what flippery problems, they

" elude the inventions of the Devil ; and how, in their controverfy with the

" Gentiles, they are fometimes obliged to fpeak, not what they really think,

" but what is moft advantageous for the caufe they defend." " Origenes,

'' &c. multis verfuum millibus fcribunt adverfus Celfum et Porphyrium.

'< Confiderate quibus argumentis et quam lubricis problematibus diaboli fpi-

" ritu contexta fubvertunt : et quia interdum coguntur loqui, non quod fen-

" tiunt, fed quod neceffe eft dicunt adverfus ea qus dicunt Gentiles." (Pro

Libris adverf. Jovinian. Apolog. tom. ii. p. 135.)

Yet Dr. Chelfum may ftill aflc, and he has a right to aflc, why in this par-

ticular inftance I fufpeft the pious Origen of mutilating the objeflions of his

adverfary. From a very obvious, and, in my opinion, a very decifive cir-

cumftance, Celfus was a Greek phiiofopher, the friend of Lucian ; and I

thought that, although he might fupport error by fopliiftry, he would not

write nonfenfe in his own language. I renounce my fufpicion, if the moft

attentive reader is able to underftand the defign and purport of a paflage

~ which is given as a formal quotation from Celfus, and which begins with the

following words : Ou [jt.riv sSi ixemo iextoi/ a-a AsyoiTof, u?, &c. (Origen contr.

Celfum, L. viii. p. 425. edit. Spencer, Cantab. 1677.) I have carefully infpeft-

ed the original, I have availed myfelf of the learning of Spencer, and even

Bouhereau, (for I fhall always difclaim the abfiird and aftefted pedantry of

ufing without fcruple a Latin verfion, but of defpifing the aid of a French

trandation,) and the ill fuccefs of my efforts has countenanced the fufpicion

to which- 1 ftill adhere, with a juft mixture of doubt and hefitation. Origen

very boldly denies, that any of the Chriftians hav« affirmed what is imputed

tothem by Celfus, in this unintelligible quotation j and it may eafily be cre-

dited, that none had maintained what none can comprehend. Dr. Chelfum

has produced the words of Origen ; but on this occafion tliere is a ftrange

14 ambiguity
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ambiguity in the language of the modern divine *, as ifhe wifhed to infinuatc

what he dared not affii-m ; and every reader mud conclude, from his flate

of the queftion, that Origen exprefsly denied the truth of the accitfation of

Celfus, who had accujed the Chriftians of declining to afTifl their fellow-fub-

jefts in the military defence of the empire, aflailed on every fide by the arms

of the Barbarians.

Will Dr. Chelfum juftify to the vvoild, can he juftify to his own feelings,

the abufe which he ha* made even of the privileges of the Gymnaftic ftyle ?

Carekfs and hafty indeed mufl: have been his perufal of Origen, if he did not

perceive that the ancient apologift, who makes a (land on fome incidental

queftion, admits the accudition of his adverfary, that the Chrillians refujed to

bear arms even at the command of their fovereign. " Kai » (rL(rTf>aT£U3,uf9a;

^.%v a-jTif, XXV sTTtiyn." (Origen, L. viii. p. 427.) He endeavours to pal-

liate this undutiful refufal, by reprefenting that the Chriftians had their pecu-

liar camps, in which they incefllintly combated for the fafety of the emperor

and the empire, by lilting up their right handi—in prayer. The apologift

feems to hope that his country will be fatisfied with this fpiritual aid, and

dexteroufty confounding the colleges of Roman priefts with the multitudes

which fvvelled the Catholic church, he claims for his brethren, in all the

provinces, the exemption from military fervice, which was enjoyed by tiie

facerdotal order. But as this excufe might not readily be allowed, Origen

looks forwards with a lively faith to that aufpicious revolution, which

Celfus had rejefled as impoftible, when all the nations of the habitable earth,

renouncing their pafTions and their arms, fhould embrace the pure dodrines

of the Gofpel, and lead a life of peace and innocence under the immediate

proteftion of Heaven. The faith of Origen feems to be principally founded

on the predictions of the Prophet Zeplianiah (See iii. 9, 10.) ; and he pru-

dently obferves, that the prophets often fpeak fecret things {tv o(,iTt^^r,rt.> Xt-

yacrt, p. 426.), which may be underftood by thofe who can underftand

them ; and that if this ftupendous change cannot be effc6led ^vhile we retain

our bodies, it may be accompliflied as foon as we fliall be releafed from them.

Such is the reafoning of Origen : though I have not foUowei! the order, I

have faithfully preferved the fubftance of it ; which fully juftifies the truth and

propriety ofmy obfervations.

- • * Chelfum, p. 118.
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The execution of Marcellus, the Centurion, is naturally connefted with

the Apology of Origen, as the former declared by his actions, what the latter

had affirmed in his writings, that the confcience of a devout Chriftian would

not allow him to bear arms, even at the command of his fovereign. I had

reprefented this religious fcruple as one of the motives which provoked Mar-

cellus, on the day of a public feftival, to throw away the enfigns of his of-

fice ; and I prefumed to obferve, that fuch an a6t of defertion would have

been punifhed in any government according to martial or even civil law.

Dr. Chelfum * very bluntly accufes me of mifreprefenting the (lory, and of

fuppreffing thofe circumflances which would have defended the Centurion

from the unjuft imputation thrown by me upon his conduft. The difpute

between the advocate for Marcellus and myfelf lies in a very narrow com-

pafs ; as the whole evidence is comprifed in a fhort, fimple, and, I believe,

authentic narrative.

I. In another place I obferved, and even prefled the obfervation, " that

" the innumerable deities and rites of Polytheifm were clofely interwoven

" with every circumftance of bufinefs or pleafure, of public or of private

" life ;" and I had particularly fpecified how much the Roman difcipline

was conneded with the national fuperftition. A folemn oath of fidelity was

repeated every year in the name of the gods and of the genius of the Em-

peror, public and daily facrifices were performed at the head of the camp,

the legionary was continually tempted, or rather compelled, to join in the

idolatrous worfhip of his fellow-foldiers ; and had not any fcruples been en-

tertained of the lawfulnefs of war, it is not eafy to underftand how any ferious

Chriftian could inlift under a banner which has beenjuftly termed the rival of

the Crojs. " Vexilla aemula Chrifti." (TertuUian de Corona MiHtis, c. xi.)

With regard to the foldiers, who before their converfion were already en-

gaged in the military life, fear, habit, ignorance, neceflity, might bend them

to fome a(5ts of occafional conformity -, and as long as they abftained from

abfolute and intentional idolatry, their behaviour was excufed by the indul-

gent, and cenfured by the more rigid cafuifts. (See the whole Treatife de Co-

rona Militis,) We are ignorant of the adventures and character of the

Centurion Marcellus, hov/ long he had conciliated the profeffionofarms and

of the Gofpel, whether he was only a Catechumen, or whether he was ini-

* Chelfum, p. 114— 117.
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tiated by the facrament of baptifm. We are likewife at a lofs to afcertain

the particular a6l of idolatry which fo fuddenly andfo forcibly provoked his

pious indignation. As he declared his faith in the midft of a public enter-

tainment given on the birth-day of Galerius, he muft have been ftartled by

fome of the facred and convivial rites (Convivia ifta profana reputans) of

prayers, or vows, or libations, or, perhaps, by the ofFcnfive circumftance

of eating the meats which had been offered to the idols. But the fcruples of

Marcellus were not confined to thefe accidental impurities ; they evidently

reached the eflential duties of his profefTion ; and when, before the tribunal of

the magiftrates, he avowed his faith at the hazard of his life, the Centurion

declared, as his cool and determined perfuafion, that it does not become

a Chriftian man, who is the foldier of the Lord Chrift, to bear arms for any

cbjedl of earthly concern. " Nonenim decebat Chriftianum hominem mo-
*' leftiis fecularibus militare, qui Chrifto Domino militat." A formal de-

claration, which clearly difengages from each other the different queflions of

war and idolatry. With regard to both thefe queftions, as they were under-

ftood by the primitive Chriftians, I wifli to refer the reader to the fentiments

and authorities of Mr. Moyle, a bold and ingenious critic, who read the

Fathers as their judge, and not as their (lave, and who has refuted, with the

moft patient candour, all that learned prejudice could fuggeft in favour of the

filly ftory of the Thundering Legion. (See Moyle's Works, Vol. ii. p. 84

—

88. Ill— 116. 163—212. 298—302. 327—341-) And here let me add,

that the paflage of Origen, wlio in the name of his brethren difclaims the

duty of military fervice, is underftood by Mr. Moyle in its true and obvious

fignification.

2. I know not where Dr. Chelfum has imbibed the principles of logic or

morality which teach him to approve the conduft of Marcellus, who threw

down his rod, his belt, and his arms, at the head of the legion, and publicly

renounced the military fervice, at the very time when he found himfelf

obliged to offer facrifice. Yet furely this is a very falfe notion of the con-

dition and duties of a Roman Centurion. Marcellus was bound, by a folemn

oath, to ferve with fidelity till he fhould be regularly difcharged ; and ac-

cording to the fentiments which Dr. Chelfum afcribes to him, he was not re-

leafed from his oath by any miftaken opinion of the uniawfulnefs of war. I

would propofe it as a cafe of confcience to any philofopher, or even to any

cafuift in Europe, Whether a particular order, which cannot be reconciled

with virtue or piety, diflblves the ties of a general and lawful obligation ?

4 I 2 And
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And whether, if they had been confulted by the Chriftian Centurion, they

would not have direfted him to increafe his diligence in the execution of his

military fundtions, to refufe to yield to any aft of idolatry, and patiendy to

expeft the confequences of fuch a refufal ? But, inftead of obeying the mild

and moderate diftates of religion, infteadof diftinguifhing between the duties

of thefoldier and of the Chriftian, Marcellus, with imprudent zeal, rulhed

forwards to feize the crown of martyrdom. He might have privately con-

fefled himfelf guilty to the tribune or prjpfecl under whom he ferved : he

chcfc on the day of a public feftival to diilurb the order of the camp. He

infulted, without neceffity, the religion of his fovereign and of his country,

by the epithets of contempt which he beftowed on the Roman gods. " Deos

" veftros ligneos et lapideos adorare contemno, quae funt idola furda et

" muta." Nay more ; at the head of the legion, and in the face of the

ftandards, the Centurion Marcellus openly renounced his allegiance to the

Emperors. " Ex hoc militare imperatoriisus VESTRisdefifto." From this

moment I no longer ferve your Emperors, are the important words of

Marcellus, which his advocate has not thought proper to tranflate. I again

make my appeal to any lawyer, to any military man, Whether, under fuch

circumftances, the pronoun your has not a feditious, and even treafonable

import ? And whether the officer who fliould make this declaration, and at

the fame time throw away his fword at the head of the regiment, would not

be condemned for mutiny and defertion by any court-martial in Europe ? I

am the rather difpofed to judge favourably of the condudt of the Roman go-

vernment, as I cannot difcover any defire to take advantage of the indif-

cretion of Marcellus. The commander of the legion feemed to lament that

it was not in his power to diflemble this rafli aftion. After a delay of more

than three months, the Centurion was examined before the Vice-prsefeft, his

fuperior judge, who offered him the faireft opportunities ofexplaining or qua-

lifying his feditious expreffions, and at laft condemned him to lofe his head j

not fimply becaufe he was a Chriftian, but becaufe he had violated his mili-

tary oath, thrown away his belt, and publicly blafphemed the Gods and the

Emperors. Perhaps the impartial reader will confirm the fentence of the

Vice-prsfeft Agricolanus, " Ita fe habent fafta Marcelli, ut htec dijciplind

" debeant vindicari."

Notwithftanding the plainefl: evidence, Dr. Chelfum will not believe that

either Origen in theory, or Marcellus in praflice, could ferioufly objed to

the life of arms j " becaufe it is well known, that, hr from declining the

" bufinefs
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" bufinefs of war altogether, whole legions of Chriflians ferved in the Im-
" perial armies *." I have not yet difcovered, in the author or authors of the

Remarks, many traces of a clear and enlightened underftanding, yet I can-

not fuppofe them fo deftitute of every reafoning principle, as to imagine that

they here allude to the condudl of the Chriftians who embraced the profelTion

of arms after their religion had obtained a public eftablifhment. Whole le-

gions of Chriftians ferved under the banners of Conftantine and Juftinian, as

whole regiments of Chriftians are now enlifted in the fervice of France or

England. The reprefentation which I had given, was confined to the prin-

ciples and praftice of the church of which Origen and Marcellus were mem-
bers, before the fenfe of public and private intereft had reduced the lofty

ftandard of evangelical perfeftion to the ordinary level of human nature. In

thofe primitive times, where are the Chriftian legions that ferved in the Im-

perial armies? Our ecclefiaftlcal Pompeys may ftamp with their foot, but

no armed men will arifc out of tlic earth, except the ghofts of the Thunder-

ing and the Thebsan legions •, the former renowned for a miracle, and the

latter for a martyrdom. Either the two Proteftant Dodors muft acquiefce

under fome imputations which are better underftood than exprefled, or they

muft prepare, in the full light and freedom of the eighteenth century, to un-

dertake the defence of two obfolete legions, the leaft abfurd of which ftag-

gered the well-dilciplincd credulity of a Francifcan Friar. (See Pagi Critic,

ad Annal. Baronii, A. D. 174. tom. i. p. 168.) Very different was the

fpirlt and tafte of the learned and ingenuous Dr. Jortin, who, after treating

the filly ftory of the Thundering Legion with the contempt it deferved,

continues in the following words : " Moyle wiflies no greater penance to the

" believers of the Thundering Legion, than that they may alfo believe the

" Martyrdom of the Thebsean Legion (Moyle's Works, vol. ii. p. 103.) .

" to which good wifln, I fay with Le Clerc (Bibliotheque A. et M. tom,

" xxvii. p. 193) Amen.

" ^li Bavium non odit, amel lua carm'ma, M,evi."

(Jortin's Remarks on Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, vol. i. p. 367. ad Edition,

London, 1767.)

Yet I fliall not attempt to conceal a formidable army of Chriftians and

even of Martyrs, which is ready to inlift under the banners of the confederate

• Chelfum, p. 113.

Do'5tor?,
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Doftors, if they will accept their fervice. As a fpecimen of the extravagant

legends of the middle age, I had produced the inftance of ten thoufand Chrif-

tian foldiers fuppofed to have been crucified on Mount Ararat, by the order

either of Trajan or Hadrian *. For the mention and for the confutation of

this ftory, I had appealed to a papift and a proteftant, to the learned Tille-

mont (Mem. Ecclefiaft. torn. ii. part ii. p. 438.), and to the diligent

Geddes (Mifcellanies, vol. ii. p. 203.), and when Tillemont v/as not afraid

to fay that there are few hiftories which appear more fabulous, I was nor

afhamed of difmiffing xkitfable with filent contempt. We may trace the de-

grees of fiftion as well as thofe of credibility, and the impartial critic will

not place on the fame level the baptifm of Philip and the donation of Con-

ftantine. But in confidering the crucifixion of the ten thoufand Chriftian

foldiers, we are not reduced to the neceffity of weighing any internal proba-

bilities, or of difproving any external teftimonies. This legend, the ab-

furdity of which muft ftrike every ratio7ialvi\w\dL, fbands naked and unfup-

ported by the anthority of any writer who lived within a thoufand years of the

age of Trajan, and has not been able to obtain the poor fandtion of the un-

corrupted martyrologics which were framed in the moft credulous period of

ccclefiaftical hiftory. The two Proteftant Doftors will probably rejeft the

unfubftantial prefent which has been offered them; yet there is one of my
adverfaries, the anonymous Gentleman-, who boldly declares himfelf the vo-

tary of the ten thoufand martyrs, and challenges me " to difcredit a fact

" which hitherto by many has been looked upon as well eftablilhed f
." It

is pity that a prudent confefTor did not whifper in his ear, that, although the

martyrdom of thefe military Saints, like that of the eleven thoufand virgins,

may contribute to the edification of the faithful, thefe wonderful tales fhould

not be rafhly expofed to the jealous and inquifitive eye of thofe profane critics,

whofe examination always precedes, and Ibmetimes checks, their religious

aflent.

Charac- ii. a grave and pathetic complaint is introduced by Dr. Chelfum, into his

TER AND
preface!, that Mr. Gibbon, who has often referred to the Fathers of theCREDIT OP r +^

EusEBius. church, feems to have entertained a general diftrufl: of thofe refpedlable wit-

neffes. The critic is fcandalized at the epithets of fcanty and Jufpicious,

which are applied to the materials of ccclefiaftical hiftory; and if he cannot

impeach the truth of the former, he cenfures in the moft angry terms the in-

* Gibbon, p. 654, N. 7^. f Remarkf, p. 65, 66, 67. | P. ii, iii.

juftice
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juftice of the latter. He afllimes, with peculiar zeal, the defence of Eufe-

bius, the venerable parent of Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, and labours to refcue

his charadler from the grojs mijreprejentation on which Mr. Gibbon has

openly infifted*. He obferves, as if he fagacioudy forefaw the objecftion,

" That it will not be fjfficient here to allege a few inftances of apparent

" credulity in fome of the Fathers, in order to fix a general charge of

" fujpicion on all." But it may be fufficient to allege a clear and fundamen-

tal principle of hiftorical as well as legal Criticifm, that whenever we are

deftitute of the means of comparing the teftinwnies of the oppofite parties,

the evidence of any witnefs, however illuftrious by his rank and titles, is

juftly to be Jujfe5led in his own caufe. It is unfortunate enough, that I

fhould be engaged with adverfaries, whom their habits of ftudy and conver-

fation appear to have left in total ignorance of the principles which univer-

fally regulate the opinions and pradtice of mankind.

As the ancient world was not diftradled by the fierce conflifts of hoftile

feds, the free and eloquent writers of Greece and Rome had few opportu-

nities of indulging their palTions, or of exercifing their impartiality in the

relation of religious events. Since the origin of Theological Fadions, fome

Hiftorians, Ammianus Marcellinus, Fra-Paolo, Thuanus, Hume, and

perhaps a few others, have deferved the fingular praife of holding the ba-

lance with a fteady and equal hand. Independent and unconneded, they

contemplated with the fame indifference, the opinions and interefts of the

contending parties ; or, if they were ferioufly attached to a particular fyf-

tem, they were armed with a firm and moderate temper, which enabled

them to fupprefs their affeftions, and to facrifice their refentments. In this

fmall, but -aenerahle Synod of Hitlorians, Eufebius cannot claim a feat. I

had acknowledged, and I ftill think, that his charafler was lefs tindlured

with credulity than that of moft of his contemporaries ; but as his enemies

muft admit, that he was fincere and earneft in the profelTion of Chriftianity,

fo the warmeft of his admirers, or at lead of his readers, muft difcern,

and will probably applaud, the religious zeal which difgraces or adorns

every page of his Ecclefiaftical Hiftory. This laborious and ufcful work

was publillied at a time, between the defeat of Licinius and the Council of

Nice, when the refentment of the Chriftians was ftill warm, and when the

Pagans were aftoniftied and difmayed by the recent viflory and converfion

of the great Conftantine. The materials, I fhall dare to repeat the invi-

• Chelfum and Randolph, p. 120—238.
dlOU'.
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dlous epithets of fcanty and fufpicious, were extrafted from the accounts

which the Chriftians themfelves: had given of their own fufferings, and of

the cruelty of their enemies. The Pagans had fo long and lb contemptu-

ouily neglefted the rifing greatnefs of the Church, that the Bifi'yp of Ccefa-

rea had little either to hope or to fear from the writers of the oppofite party ;

almoit all ofthat liule which did exiil, has been accidentally loft, or purpofely

deftroyed ; and the candid enquirer may vainly wifh to compare with the

Hiftory of Eufebius, fome Heathen narrative of the perfecutions of Decius

.and Diocletian. Under thefe circumftances, it is die duty of an impartial

iudo-e to be counfel for the prifoner, who is incapable- of making any de-

fence for himfelf ; and it is the firft office of a counfel to examine with dif-

rrull and fujpicion the interefted evidence of the accufer. Reafon juftifies

the fufpicion, and it is confirmed by the conftant experience of modern

Hiftory, in almoft every inftance where we have an opportunity of com-

paring the mutual complaints and apologies of the religious factions, who

have difturbed each other's happinefs in this world, for the fake of fecuring

it in the next.

As we are deprived of the means of contrafting the adverfe relations of the

Chriftians and Pagans; it is the more incumbent on us to improve the op-

portunities of trying the narratives of Eufebius, by the original, and fome-

times occafional, teftimonies of the more ancient writers of his own party.

Dr. Chelfum * has obferved, that the celebrated pafTage of Origen, which

has fo much thinned the ranks of the army of Martyrs, muft be confined

to the perfecutions that had already happened. I cannot difpute this faga-

cious remark, but I fliall venture to add, that this paflage more immediately

relates to the religious tempefts which had been excited in the time and

country of Origen; and ftill more particularly to the city of Alexandria,

and to the perfecution of Severus, in which young Origen fuccefsfuUy ex-

horted his father, to facrifice his life and fortune for the caufe of Chrift,

From fuch unqueftionable evidence, I am authorized to conclude, that the

number of holy vidtims who fealed their faith with their blood, was not, on

this occafion, very confiderable : but I cannot reconcile this fair conclufion

with the pofitive declaration of Eufebius (L. vi. c. 2. p. 258.), that at

Alexandria, in the perfecution of Severus, an innumerable, at leaft an in-

definite multitude (/^ufioi) of Chriftians were honoured with the crown of

• Gibbon, p. 653. Chelfum, p. 204—207.

2
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Martyrdom. The advocates for Eufcbius may exert their critical (kill in

proving that|u.ufio« and oXiyci many znAfew, are fynonynious and convertible

terms, but they will hardly fucceed in diminifhing fo palpable a contradi<flion,

or in removing the fufpicion which deeply fixes itfelf on the hiftorical cha-

ra<5ter of the Bifliop of Caefarea. This unfortunate experiment taught me

to read, with becoming caution, the loofe and declamatory ftyle which feems

to magnify the multitude of Martyrs and Confeflbrs, and to aggravate the

nature of their fufferings. From the fame motives I felefted, with careful

obfervation, the more certain account of the number of perfons who a«5tually

fufFered death in the province of Paleftine, during the whole eight years

of the laft and moft rigorous perfecudon.

Befides the reafonable grounds of fufpicion, which fuggeft themfelves tc»

every liberal mind, againft the credibihty of the Ecclefiaftlcal Hiftorians,

and of Eufebius, their venerable leader, I had taken notice of two very

remarkable paflages of the Bifhop of Ca;farea, He frankly, or at leaft

indiredly, declares, that in treating of the laft perfecution, " he has related

*' whatever might redound to the glory, and fupprefled all that could tend

*' to the difgrace, of Religion *." Dr. Chelfum, who, on this occafion,

moft lamentably exclaims that we fliould hear Eufebius, before we utterly

condemn him, has provided, with the afilftance of his worthy colleague, an

elaborate defence for their common patron ; and as if he were fecretly con-

fcious of the weaknefs of the caufe, he has contrived the refource of in-

trenching himfelf in a very muddy foil, beiiind three feveral fortifications,

which do not exaftly fupport each other. The advocate for the fincerity of

Eufebius maintains: ift. That he never made fuch a declaration : idly,

That he had a right to make it : and, jdly, That he did not obfcrve it.

Thefe feparate and almoft inconfiftent apologies, I Ihall feparately confider.

I. Dr. Chelfum is at a lofs how to reconcile, 1 beg pardon for weak-

ening the force of his dogmatic ftyle ; he declares, that " It is plainly ini-

<f poffible to reconcile the exprefs words of the charge exhibited, with any

" part of either of the pafiages appealed to in fupport of it f." If he

means, as I think he miift, that the exprefs words of my text cannot be

found in tliat of Eufebius, I congratulate the importance of the difcovcry.

But was it poffible .•' Could it be my defign to quote the words of Eufebius,

when I reduced into one fentence the fpirit and fubftance of two dilFufe and

* Gibbon, p. 699. •)• Chelfum, p. 232.
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diftinft paflages ? If I liave given the true fenfe and meaning of the Eccle-

fiaft-ical Hiftorian, I have difcharged the duties of a fair Interpreter;^ nor

fliall I refufe to reft the proof of my fidelity on the tranflation of tlaofe two

paflages of Eufebius, which Dr. Ghelfutiv produces in his favour*." "But'

" it is not our part to defcribe the fad calamities which at laft beferthem

" (the Chriftiavs)., fince it does not agred with our plan to relate their dif-

" fentions and wickednefs before the perfecution ; on which account v/e

" have determined to relate nothing more concerning them than may ferve

" to juftify the Divine Judgment. We therefore have not been induced to

" make mention either of thofe who were tempted in the perfecution, or of

" thofe who made utter fhipwreck of their falvation, and who were funk of

«' their own accord in the depths of the (lorm ; but fhall only add thofe

" things to our General Hiftory, which may in the firft place be profitable

" to ourfelves, and afterwards to pofterity." In the other paflage, Eufebius,

after mentioning the difl^entions of the Confeflbrs among themfelves, again

declares that it is his intention to pafs over all thefe things. " Whatfoever

" things, (continues the Hiftorian, in the words of the Apoftle, who was

" recommending the praftice of virtue,) whatfoever things are honeft,

" whatfoever things are of good report, if there be any virtue, and if there

" be any praife ; thefe things Eufebius thinks moft fuitable to a Hiftory of

" Martyrs ;" of wonderful Martyrs, is the fplendid epithet which Dr.

Chelfum had not thought proper to tranflate. I fhould betray a very mean

opinion of the judgment and candour of my readers, if I added a fingle

reflection on the clear and obvious tendency of the two pafl*ages of the Ec-

clefiaftical Hiftorian. I fhall only obferve, that the Biftiop of Czefareafeems

to have claimed a privilege of a ftill more dangerous and extenfive nature.

In one of the moft learned and elaborate works that antiquity has left us, the

Thirty- fecond Chapter of the Twelfth Book of his Evangelical Preparation

bears for its title this fcandalous Propofition, " How it may be lawful and

" fitting to ufe falfehood as a medicine, and for the benefit of thofe who
'• want to be deceived." On Sin(rn cj-ots tu <|/£uJ'£i kvti, (pxcjAaxH ^sria-S'ixi CTTi

tciptXtix ruv ScofjLivuv m romrs t^otth, (P. 25^> Edit. Gr£ec. Rob. Stephani,

Paris 1544.) In this chapter he alleges a paflage of Plato, which approves

the occafional pradice of pious and falutary frauds j nor is Eufebius aftiamed

« Chelfum, p. 228. 231.

to
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.to. jiiTUfy' the ifendments of the Athenian philofopher by the example of

' the lacred writers of the Old Teflament.

• 2. f had contented myfelf with obferving, that Eufebius had violated one

of the fundamental laws of hiftory, Ne quid veri dicere non audeat ; nor

could I imagine, if the fa^ was allowed, that any queftion could pofllbly

arife upon the matter of right. I was indeed miftaken ; and I now begin to

underftand why I have given fo little fatisfaclion to Dr. Chelfum, and to

other critics of the fame complexion, as our ideas of the duties and the

privileges of an hiftorian appear to be fo widely different. It is alleged,

that " every writer has a right to chufc his fubje^t, for the particular benefit

" of his reader j that he has explained his own plan confidently j that he

" confiders himfclf, according to it, not as a co.mplete hiftorian of the times,

:** but rather as 2. dida^ic writer, whofe main objeft is to make his work,

" like the Scriptures thcmfclvcs, profitable for Doctrine ; that, as he

" treats only of the affairs of the Church, the plan is at leaft excufable,

" perhaps peculiarly proper j and that he has conformed himfclf to the

" principal duty of an hiftorian, while, according to his immediate defign,

" he has, not particularly related any of the tranfadions which could tend to

" the difgrace,of religion *." The hiftorian muft indeed be generous, who

will conceal, by his own difgrace, that of his countiy, or of his religion.

Whatever fubjecEl he has chofen, whatever perfons he introduces, he owes to

himfelf, to the prefent age, and to pofterity, a juft and perfedt delineation of

all that may be praifed, • of all that may be excufed, and of all that muft be

cenfured. If he fails in the difcharge of his important office, he partially

violates the facred obligations of truth, and difappoints his readers of the

inftruflion which they might have derived from a fair parallel of the vices

and virtues of the moft illuftrious characters. Herodotus might range with-

out controul in the fpacious walks of the Greek and Barbaric domain, and

Thucydides might confine his ftepsto the narrow path of the Peloponnefian

war ; but thofe hiftorians would never have deferved the efteem of pofte-

rity, if they had defignedly fupprefled or tranfiently mentioned thofe fafls

which could tend to the difgrace of Greece or of Athens. Thefe unalter-

able dictates of confcience and reafon have been Jeldom [queftioned, though

they have been feldom obferved ; and we muft fincerely join in the honeft:

complaint of Melchior Canus, " that the lives of the philofophers have been

• Chelfum, p. 229, 230,331.
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" compofed by Laertiiis, and thofe of the Caefars by Suetonius, with a

" much ftrifterand more fevere regard for hiftoric truth, than can be found

" in the lives of faints and martyrs, as they are defcribed by Catholic writ-

" ers." (See Loci Communes, L. xi. p. 650, apud Clericum, Epiftol.

Critic. V. p. 136.) And yet the partial reprefentation of truth is of far

more pernicious confequence in ecclefiaftical, than in civil hiftory. IfLa-

crtius had concealed the defects of Plato, or if Suetonius had difguifed the

vices of Auguftus, we fhould have been deprived of the knowledge of fome

curious, and perhaps inftrudlive, facts, and our idea of thofe celebrated

men might have been more favourable than they defcrved -, but I cannot

difcover any praiflical inconveniences which could have been the refult of

. our ignorance. But if Eufebius had fairly and circumftantially related the

fcandalous diflenfions of the Confeflbrs; if he had fhewn that their virtues

were tin£tured with pride and obftinacy, and that their lively faith wa^ not

exempt from fome mixture of enthufiafm ; he would have armed his

readers againft the exceffive veneration for thofe holy men, which imper-

ceptibly degenerated into religious worfhip. The fuccefs of thefe dida^ic

hiftories, by concealing or palliating every circumftance of human infirmity,,

-was one of the moft efficacious means of confecrating the memory, the

bones, and the writings of the faints of the prevailing party ; and a great

part of the errors and corruptions of the Church of Rome may fairly be

afcribed to this criminal dilTimulation of the ecclefiaftical hiilorians. As a

Proteftant Divine, Dr. Chelfum muft. abhor thefe corruptions ; but as a

Chriftian, he fhould be car.ful left his apology for the prudent choice of

Eufebius fhould fix an indiredt cenfure on the unreferved fincerity of the

four Evangelifts. Inftead of" confining their narrative to thofe things which

are virtuous and of good reportj inftead of following the plan which is here

'recommended as peculiarly proper (or the affairs of the Church, the infpired

writers have thought it their duty to relate the moft minute circumftances of

the fallof St. Peter, without confidering whether the behaviour of an Apoftle,

who thrice denied his Divine Mafter, might redound to the honour,^ or

to the difgrace of Chriftianity. If Dr. Chelfum fhould be frightened by

this unexpeited confequence, if he fhould be defirous of faving his faith

from utter Jliipivrecky by throwing overboard xht ufelefs lumber of memory

and refle£tion, 1 am not enough his enemy to impede the fuccefs of his

honeft endeavours.

The
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The didaftic method of writing hiftory was (till more profitably cxcrcifcd

by Eufebius in another work, which he has intitled. The Life of Conftan-

tine, his gracious patron and benefaflor. Priefts and poets have enjoyed in

every age a privilege of flattery ; but if tlie adlions of Conftantine arc

compared with the perfed idea of a royal faint, which, under his name, has

been delineated by the zeal and gratitude of Eufebius, the mod indulgent

reader will confefs, that when I ftyled him a courtly Bi/hop *, I could only

be reftrained by my refpeft for the epifcopal charafter from the ufe of a

much harfher epithet. The other appellation oi 2. pajftonate dedaimer, which

feems to have founded ftill more offenfive in the tender ears of Dr. Chel-

fum f , was not applied by me to Eufebius, but to Laftantius, or rather to

the author of the hiftorical declamation, De mortihus ferfecutorum j and in-

deed it is much more properly adapted to the Rhetorician, than to the Bifhop.

Each of thofe authors was alilce ftudious of the glory of Conltantinc i but

each of them direftedthe torrent of his invedlves againft the tyrant, whether

Masentius or Licinus, whofe recent defeat was the adlual theme of popular

and Chriftian applaufe. This fimple obfervation may ferve to extinguiOi a

very trifling objedion of my critic. That Eufebius has not reprefented the

tyrant Maxentius under the character of a Perfecutor^

Without fcrutinizing the confiderations of intereft which might fupport

the integrity of Baronius and Tillemont, I may fairly obfervc, that both

thofe learned Catholics have acknowledged and condemned the diffimulation

of Eufebius, which is partly denied, and pardy juflified, by my adverfary.

The honourable refleftion of Baronius well deferves to be tranfcribed.

" Hasc (the pafiages already quoted) de fuo in confcribenda perfecutionis

" hiftoria Eufebius; parum explens numeros fui muneris; dum perinde ac

" fi panegyrim fcribcret non hiftoriam, triumphos dumtaxat martyrum atque

" viftorias, non autem lapius jadturamque fidelium pofleris fcripturae mo-
" numentis curaret." (Baron. Annal. Ecclcfiaft. A. D. 302, No. 11. See

llkewife Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. torn. v. p. 62. 156; torn. vii. p. 130.)

In a former infliance. Dr. Chelfum appeared to be more credulous than a

Monk : on the prefent occafion, he h.as fliewn himfelf lefs fincere than a

Cardinal, and more obftinate than a Janfenilh

3. Yet the advocate for Eufebius has ftill another expedient in- relerve.

Perhaps he made the unfortunate declaration of his partial defign, perhaps

• Gibbon, p. 704^ f Chelfum, p. 234.

he
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he had a right to make it J but atleaft his accufer muft admit, that he ha.s

faved his honour by not keeping his word ; fince I myfclf have taken notice

of THE CORRUPTION OF MANNERS AND PRINCIPLES among the Chriftians

fo FORCIBLY LAMENTED by Eufcbius *. He has indeed indulged himfelfin

a ftrain of looje and indefinite cenfure, which may generally be juft, and

"which cannot be perfonally ofFenfive, which is alike incapable of

wounding or of corredlring, as it feems to have no fixed objeft or

certain aim. Juvenal might have read his fatire againft women in a circle

of Roman ladies, and each of them might have liftened with pleafure to

the amufing defcription of the various vices and follies, from which fhe

herfelf was fo perfeftly free. The moralift, the preacher, the ecclefiaf-

tical hiftorian, enjoy a dill more ample latitude of invedlive; and as long

as they abftain from any particular cenfure, they may fecurely expofe, and

even exaggerate, the fins of the multitude. The precepts of Chriftianity

feem to inculcate a ftyle of mortification, of abafement, of felf-contempt j

and the hypocrite who afpires to the reputation of a faint, often finds it con-

venient to affeft the language of a penitent. I fliould doubt whether Dr.

Chelfum is much acquainted with the comedies of Moliere. If he has ever

read that inimitable mafter of human life, he may recoiled whether Tar-

tufFe was very much inclined to confefs his real guilt, when he exclaimed,

Oiiiy man frere, jeJuis un mechanty un coupahle

;

Un malheureux fecheur, tout flein d'iniquite ;

Leplus grandfcelerat qui aitjamais ete.

Cbaque injlant de ma vie eft charge dejouillures-,

Elk rieft qu'un amas de crimes et d'ordures.

Oui, men cberfils, parlez, traitez moi de perfide,

D'infame, de perdu, de vcleur, d'homicide j

Accablez moi de noms encore plus deteftes :

Je rCy contredis pointy je les ai merites,

Etj'en veux agenoux Jouffrir Vignominie,

Comme une honte due aux crimes de ma vie.

It is not my intention to compare the chara(5ler of Tartuffe with that of

Eufebius j the former pointed his invedives againft himfelf, the latter di-

* Chelfum, p. 226, 237.

refted
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feded them againft the times in which he had lived : but as the prudent Bi-

Ihop of Csfarea did not fpecify any place or perfon for the objedt of his

cenfure, he cannot juftly be accufed, even by his friends, of violating the

profitable ^hx\ of his dida£lic hiftory.

The extreme caution of Eufebius, who declines any mention of thofe

vi'ho were tempted and who fell during the perfecution, has countenanced a

fufpicion that he himfelf was one of thofe unhappy victims, and that his

tcndernefs for the wounded fame of his brethren arofe from a juft appre-

henfion of his own difgrace. In one of my notes *, I had obferved, that

he was charged with the guilt of fome criminal compliances, in his own pre-

fence, and in the Council of Tyre. I am therefore accountable for the

reality only, and not for the truth of the accufation : but as the two Doc-
tors, who on this occafion unite their forces, are angry and clamorous in

afferting the innocence of the Ecclefiaftical Hiftorian f, I fliall advance one

ftep farther, and (hall maintain, that the charge againft Eufebius, though not

legally proved, is fupported by a reafonable fliare of prefumptive evidence.

I have often wondered why our orthodox Divines fhould be fo earneft

and zealous in the defence of Eufebius ; whofe moral charafler cannot be

preferved, unlefs by the facrifice of a more illuftrious, and, as I really

believe, of a more innocent vidim. Either the Bifhop of Csfarea, on a

very important occafion, violated the laws of Chriftian charity and civil

juftice, or we muft fix a charge of calumny, almoftof forgery, on the head

of the great Athanafius, the ftandard-bearer of the Homooufian caufe, and

the firmeft pillar of the Catholic faith. In the Council of Tyre, he was

accufed of murdering, or at leaft of mutilating a Bifhop, Vhom he pro-

duced at Tyre alive and unhurt (Athanaf. torn. i. p. 783. 786.); and of

facrilegioufly breaking a confecrated chalice, in a village where neither

church, nor altar, nor chalice, could pnfTibly have exifted. (Athanaf.

tom. i. p. 731, 732. 802.) Notwithftanding the cleareft proofs of his

innocence, Athanafius was opprefled by the Arian fadlion ; and Eufebius of

Casfarea, the venerable father of Ecclefiaftical hiftory, condu(51:ed this ini-

quitous profecution from a motive of perfonal enmity. (Athanaf. tom. i.

p. 728. 795. 797.) Four years afterwards, a national council of the Bi-

fhops of Egypt, forty-nine of whom had been prelent at the Synod of

Tyre, addreffed an epiftle or manifefto in favour of Athanafius to all the

• Gibbon, p. 699; N. 178, f Chcl/um and Randolph, p. 236, 237, 258.

2 Bifhops
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Billiops of the Chriftian world. In this cpiftle they aflert, that fome of

the Confcflbrs, who accompanied them to Tyre, had acciifed Eufebius of

Cccfarea of an aft relative to idolatrous facrifice. kk EuirsSio? o en Kaia-c^ux

T>ij IlaAaKrlii'*)? £7!"' S^ucria >c«T»yop£iTo vtto tuh <rvv rju.ii/ o(/,oXoyr,ruv. (Athanal.

torn. i. p. 728.) Befides this fhort and authentic memorial, which efcaped

the knowledge or the candour of our confederate Doftors, a confonant but

more circumftantial narrative of the accufation of Eufebius may be found in

the writings of Epiphanius(HsEref. Ixviii. p. 723, 7'24.), the learned Bifhop

ofSalamis, who was born about the time of the Synod of Tyre. He relates,

that, in one of the fcffions of the Council, Potamon, Bidiop of Heraclea in

F.cypt, add refled Eufebius in the following words : " How now, Eufebius,

" can this be borne, that you fhould be feated as a judge, while the innocent

«• Athanafius is left ftanding as a criminal ? Tell me, continued Potamon,

" were we not in prifon together during the perfecution ? For my own part, 1

" loft an eye for the fake of the truth ; but I cannot difcern that j>-i?« have loft

" any one of your members. You bear not any marks of your fufferings for

" Jefus Chrift ; but here you are, full of life, and with all the parts of your

«' bodv found and entire. How could you contrive to efcape from prifon,

" unlefs you ftained your confcience, either by actual guilt or by a criminal

" promifeto our perfecutors ?" Eufebius immediately broke up tlie meet-

ing, and difcovered, by his anger, that he was confounded or provoked by

the reproaches of the ConfefTor Potamon.

I fliould defpife myfelf, if I were capable of magnifying, for a prefentoc-

cafion, the authority of the witnefs whom I have produced. Potamon was

moft affuredly aftuated by a ftrong prejudice againft the perfonal enemy of his

Primate ; and if the tranfadion to which he alluded had been of a private and

doubtful kind, I would not take any ungenerous advantage of the refpect

which my reverend adverfaries muft entertain for the charafter of a Confef-

for. But I cannot diftruft the veracity of Potamon, when he confined him-

felf to the aflertion of a fadl, which lay within the compafs of his perfonal

knowledge : and collateral teftimony (fee Photius, p. 296, 297.) attefts,

that Eufebius was long enough in prifon to affift his friend, the Martyr Pam-

philus, in compofing the firft five books of his Apology for Origen. If we

admit that Eufebius was imprifoned, he muft have been difcharged, and his

difcharge muft have been either honourable, or criminal, or innocent. If

his patience vanquiftied the cruelty of the Tyrant's minifters, a ftiort relation

of his own conftfllonand fufterings woiUd have formed anufeful and edifying

3 chapter
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chapter in his Didaflic Hiftory of the perfecution of Paleftine ; and the

reader would have been fatiafied of the veracity of an hiftorian who valued

truth above his life. If it had been in his power to juftify, or even to excufe,

the manner of his difcharge from prifon, it was his interell, it was his duty,

to prevent the doubts and fufpicions which mufl: arife from his filencc under

thefe delicate circumftances. Notwithftanding thefe urgent reafons, Eufe-

bius has obferved a profound, and perhaps a prudent filence : though he fre-

quently celebrates the merit and martyrdom of his friend Pamphilus (p. 371.

394. 419. 427. Edit. Cantab.), he never infinuates that he was his com-

panion in prifon ; and while he copioufly defcribes the eight years perfecu-

tion in Paleftine, he never reprefents himfelfin any other light than that of a

ipeftator. Such a conduct in a writer, who relates with a viable fatisfaftion

the honourable events of his own life, if it be not abfolutely confidereJ as an

evidence of confcious guilt, muft excite, and may juftify, the fufpicions of

the moft candid critic.

Yet the firmnefs of Dr. Randolph is not ftiaken by thefe rational fufpicions

;

and he condefcends, in a magifterial tone, to inform me, " That it is highly

" improbable, from the general well-known decifion of the Church in fuch

" cafes, that had his apoftacy been known, he would have rifen to thofc

" high honours which he attained, or been admitted at all indeed to any

•' other than lay-communion." This weighty objection did not furprifc

me, as I had already feen the fubftance of it in the Prolegomena of Valefius

;

but I fafely difregarded a difficulty which had not appeared of any moment to

the national council of Egypt j and I ftill think that an hundred Bifliops, with

Athanafius at their head, were as competent judges of the difcipline of the

fourth century, as even the Lady Margaret's Profeflbr of Divinity in the

Univerfity of Oxford. As a work of fupe re rogation, I have confulted,

however, the Antiquities of Bingham (See L. iv. c. iii. f. 6, 7. vol. i. p. 144,

&{:. fpL edit.), and found, as I expelled, that much real learning had made

him cautious and modeft. After a careful examination of the fafls and au-

thorities already known to me, and of thofc with which I was fupplied by the

diligent antiquarian, I am perfuaded that the dieory and the practice of dif-

cipline v,tre not invariably the fame, that particular examples cannot always

be reconciled with general rules, and that the ftern laws of juftice often

yielded to motives of policy and convenience. The temper of Jeroni to-

wards thofe whom he confidered as heretics, was fierce and unforgiving;

yet the Dialogue ofJerom againft the Luciferians, which I have read with in-

voL. II. 4 L finite
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finite pleafure (torn. ii. p. 135— 147. Edit. Bafil. 1536.), is the feafonable

and dextrous performance of a ftatefman, who felt the expediency of footh-

. ing and reconciling a numerous party of offenders. The moft rigid difci-

pline, with regard to the ecclefiaftics whohad fallen in time of perfecution, is

exprefled in the loth Canon of the Council of Nice ; the molt remarkable

indulgence was fliewn by the Fathers of tlie fame Council to the Inp/ed, die^

degraded, the fchifmatic Bifliop of Lycopolis. Of the penitent fmiiers,

Ibme might efcape the fhame of a public conviftion or confeffion, and otjiers

might be exempted from the rigour of clerical punilhment. If Eufebius in-

curred the guilt of a facrilegious promife, (for we are free to accept the

milder alternative of Potamon,) -the proofs of this criminal tranfaftion might

be fupprefled by the influence of money or favour -, a feafonable journey into

Egypt might allow time for the popular rumours to fubfide. The crime of

Eufebius might be protefled by the impunity of many Epifcopal Apoftates

(See Philoftorg. L. ii. c. 15. p. 21. Edit. Gothofred.) ; and the governors

of the church very reafonably defired to retain in their fervice the moft learned

Chriftian of the age.

Before I return thefc fh'eets to the prefs, I muft not forget an anonymous

pamphlet, which, under the title of A Few Remarks, &c. was publilhed

againft my Hiftory in the courfe of the laft fummer. The unknown writer

has thought proper to diftinguifli himfelf by the emphatic, yet vague, ap-

pellation ofA Gentleman : but I muft lament that he has not confidered,

wth becoming attention, the duties of that refpeftable charafter. I am ig»

norant of the motives which can urge a man of a liberal mind, and liberal

manners, to attack without provocation, and without tendernefs, any work

which may have contributed to the information, or even to the amufement,

of the Public. But I am well convinced that the author of fuch a work,

who boldly gives his name and his labours to the world, impofes on bis ad-

verfaries the fair and honourable obligation of encountering him in open day-

light, and of fupporting the weight of their afiertions by the credit of their

names. The effufions of wit, or the productions of reafon, may be ac-

cepted from a fecret and unknown hand. The critic who attempts to injure

the reputation of another, by ftrong imputations which may poffibly be falfe,

lliould renounce the ungenerous hope of concealing behind a mafk the vexa-

tion of dilappointment, and the guilty blufh of deteiftion.

After this remark, which I cannot make without fome degree of concern,

I fliall frankly declare, that it is not my wifli or ray intention to profecute

10 with
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with thb Gentleman a literary alcercation. There lies between us a broad and

unfathomable gulphj and the heavy mift of prejudice and fuperftition, which

has in a great meafure been difpelled by the free inquiries of the prefent age,

ftili continues to involve the mind of my adverfary. He fondly embrace;,

thofe phantoms (for inftance, an imaginary Pilate *,) which can fcarcely

find a fbeltcr in the gloom of an Italian convent ; and the refentment which

he points againft me, might frequently be extended to the moft enlightened

of the Protestant, or, in his opinion, of the Heretical critics. His

obfervations are divided into a number of unconnedted paragraphs, each of

which contains fome quotation from my Hiftory, and the angry, yet com-

monly trifling, expreffion of his difapprobation and difpleafure. Thofe fenti-

ments I cannot hope to remove ; and as the religious opinions of this Gentle-

man are principally founded on the infallibility of the Church f , they are not

calculated to make a very deep imprefTion on the mind of an Englifii reader.

The view of faSfs will be materially affefted by the contagious influence of

do£irines. The manwhorefufes to judge of the conduct of Lewis XIV. and

Charles V. towards their Proteftant fubjeds J, declares himfelf incapable of

diflinguifhing the limits of perfecution and toleration. The devout Papift,

who has implored on his knees the intercefllon of St. Cyprian, will feldom

prefume to examine the aftions of the Saint by the rules of hiltorical evi-

dence and of moral propriety. Inftead of the homely likenefs which I had

exhibited of the Bifliop of Carthage, my adverfary has fubfl:itured a life of

Cyprian ||, full of what the French call onSlion, and the Engliib, carJ'ui^

^See Jortin's Remarks, Vol. ii. p. 239.) : to which I can only reply, that

thofe who are diflfatisfied with the principles of MoOieim and Le Clerc, mujl

view with eyes very different from mine, the Ecclefiafl:ical Hiftory of the

third century.

It would be an endlefs difcuflion {endlejs in every fenfe of the word) were I

to examine the cavils which ftart up and expire in every page of this criti-

cifm, on the inexhauftible topic of opinions, charafters, and intentions.

Moft of the inftances which are here produced are of fo brittle a fubftance,

that they fall in pieces as foon as they are touched : and I fearched for fomc

time before I was able to difcover an example of fome moment where the

Gentleman had fairly ftaked his veracity againft fome pofitive fadl aflTerted in

the Two laft Chapters of my Hiftory. At laft I perceived that he has ablb-

• Remarks, p. 100. | Id. p. 15. X Id. p. in. || Id. p. 72—88.

4 L 2 lutely
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lutely denied * that any thing can be gathered from the Epiftksof St. Cy-

prian, or from his treatife De Unitate Eccleftcs, to which I had referred, to

iuftify rny account of the fpiritual pride and licentious manners of fome of

the confelTors \. As the numbers of the Epiftles are not the fame in the edi-

tion of Pamelius and in that of Fell, the critic may be excufed for miftaking

my quotations, if he will acknowledge that he was ignorant of ecclefiaftical

hiftory, and that he never heard of the troubles excited by the fpiritual pride

of the Confcflbrs, who ufurped the privilege of giving letters of communion

to penitent finners. But my reference to the treatife De Unitate Ecclefice was

clear and direft ; the treatife itfelf contains only ten pages, and the following

words mi"htbe diftinftly read by anyperfon who underftood the Latin lan-

euaoc. " Nee quifquam miretur, dilefliffimi fratres, etiam de confeflbribus

" quofdam ad iftaprocedere, inde quoque aliquos tam nefanda tam gravia pec-

*' care. Neque enim confeflio immunem facit ab infidiis diaboli ; aut corr-

<' tra tentationes, ct pericula, et incurfus atquc impetus feculares adhuc tn

" feculo pofitiiin perpetua fecuritate defendit: ceterum nunquam in confef-

" foribus, fraudesy tX.ftiipra, et adulteria poftmodum videremus, qus nunc

" in quibufdam videntes'^ingemifcimus et dolemus." This formal declara-

tion of Cyprian, which is followed by feveral long periods of admonition

and cenfure, is alone fufficient to expofe the fcandalous vices of fome of the

ConfelTors, and the difingenuous behaviour of my concealed adverfary.

After this example, which I have fairly chofen as one of the moft fpecious

and important of his objeftions, the candid Reader would excufe me, if

from this moment I declined the Gentleman's, acquaintance. But as two to-

'
pics have occurred, which are intimately connefted with the fubjeft of the

preceding flieets, I have inferted each of them in its proper place, as the

conclufion of the fourth article of my anfwcrs to Mr. Davis, and of the firft

article of my reply to the confederate Dofbors, Chelfum and Randolph.

it is not without fome mixture of mortification and regret, that I now look

back on the number of hours which I have confumed, and the number of

paoes which I have filled, in vindicating my literary and moral charadterfrom

the charge of wWful miyrepreft'iiiations, grofs errors, &nd CevvWe plagiari/ms^

I cannot derive any triumph or confolation from the occafional advantages

which I may have gained over three adverfaries, whom it is impoffible for

ine to confideras ^bjefts either of terror or of efteem. The fpirit of re-

fentment, and every other lively fenfation, have long fince been extinguiflied j

* Remarks, p. go, 91. | Gibbon, p. 661. Note 91.

A. and
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and the pen would long fince have dropped from my weary hand, had I not

been fupported in the execution of this ungrateful taflc, by the confcioufncfs,

or at leaft by the opinion, that I was difcharging a debt of honour to the Pub-

lic and tomyfelf. lam impatient to difmifs, and to difmifs for ever, this

odious controverfy, with the fuccefs of which I cannot furely be elated ; and

I have only to requeft, that, as foon as my readers are convinced of my in-

nocence, they would forget my Vindication.

Bentinck- Street,
February 3, 1779.

^c^^"^
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f^ 'The following Letter, without any Addrefs to it, was found with

the Manujcrip of the Memoirs of the Houfe of Brunfwick:

there can be little doubt of its being the Copy of a Letter to M.

Langer, Librarian to the Ducal Library of Wolfenbuttel i

und it is here inferted as relating to thefe Memoirs,

"A RoLLE, ce 12 Odobre 1790.

JE
vous aurois plutot rcmercie, Monfieur, des foins obligeans que vous

avez bien voulu vous donner pour me procurer les Origines Guelficce, fi

d'un cote notre honnete libraire M. Pott ne m'avoit pas appris que vous

etiez en voyage, fi de I'autre je n'avois pas ete moi-meme enproye a I'acces

de goutte le plus rigoureux et le plus long que j 'aye encore eprouve. Nous

revoici a prefent dans notre ctat ordinaire ; je marche, et vous ne courrez

plus. Je vous fuppofe bien etabli, bien enfonce dans votre immenfe biblio-

theque. Votre curiofitCj peut-etre votre amicie, defirera de connoitre mes

amufemens, mes travaux, mes projets pendant les- deux ans qui fe font

ecoules depuis la derniere publication de mon grand ouvrage. Aux quef-

tions indifcretes qu'on fe permet trop fouvent vis-a-vIs de moi, je reponds

avec une mine renfrognee et unc maniere vague j mais je ne veux rien avoir

de cache pour vous, et pour imiter la franchife que vous aimez, je vous

avouerai naturellement que ma confidence eft fondee en partie fur le befoin

que j'aurai de votre fecours, Apres mon retour d'Angleterre, les premiers

jnois ont etc confacres a la jouifTance de ma liberte et de ma bibliotheque, et

vous

Mr. Gibbon to Air. Langxr.

SIR, RoLLE, I2th Otflober 1790.

I SHOULD have acjjnowledged fooner your kindnefs in procuring for me the Origines

Guelfca, if 1 had not been told by our obliging bookfeller, Mr. Pott, that you were oa

a journe/, while I myfelf was confined with the longed and mod fevere fit of the gout

that I ever experienced. But we are now, both of us, reftored to our ordinary date

;

I can walk, and you no longer travel pod. I fuppofe by this time you are thoroughly

edablifhed, and deeply immured in your immenfe library. Your curiofity, perhaps

your friendftiip, will defire to know what have been my amufements, labours, and

projefls, during the two years that have elapfed fince the lad publication of my great

work. To indifcreet quedions on this fubje£l, with which 1 am often teafed, I an-

fwer vaguely or peeviflily ; but from you I would keep nothing concealed ; and to

imitate the franknefs in which you fo much delight, will freely confefs, that I more

readily trud you with my fecret, becaufe.I greatly need your affidance. After re-

luming from England, the firft months were fpent in the enjoyment of my Uberty and

my
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vous ne ferez pas etonne fi j'ai renouvelle une connolfTance famili^re avec nos

auteurs Grecs, fi j'ai fait voeu de leur referver tous les jours une portion de

men loifir. Je pafle fous filence ces trifles momens dans lefquels je n'ai etc

occupe qu'a foigner et pleurer mon ami; maisdcfquej'ai commence a mc
retrouver un efprit moins agite, j'ai cherchc a me donner quelque diftradlion

plus forte et plus intereffante que la fimple leflure. Le Ibuvenir de ma fer^

vitude de vingt ans m'a cependant efFraye, et je me fuis bien promis de ne

plus m'embarquer dans une entreprife de longue haleine que je n'acheverois

vraifemblablement jamais. II vaut bien mieux, me fuis je dit, choifir dans

tous les pays et dans tous les fiecles, des morceaux hiftoriques que je traitcr

rai feparemment fuivant leur nature et felon mon gout. Lorfque ces

opufcules (je pourrai les nommer en Anglois Hijiorical Excurftctis) me four-

niront un volume, je les donnerai au Public : ce don pourroit etre renouvelle

jufqu'a ce que nous foyons fatigues, ou ce Public ou moi meme : mais

chaque volume, complet par lui meme, n'exigera point de fuite, et au lieu

d'etre borne comme la diligence au grand chemin, je me promenerai libre-

ment dans le champ de I'liifboire, en m'arretant partout ou je trouverai des

points de vue agreables. Dans ce projet je ne vols qu'un inconvenient, un

objet intereflant s'etend et s'agrandit fous le travail : je pourrois etre en-

traine au dela de mes bornes, mais je ferai doucement entrainc fans prevoy-

ancc et fans contrainte.

^

Mes

my library ; and you will not be furprifed that I fliould have renewed my familiar ac-

quaintance with the Greek authors, and vowed to confecrate to tliem daily a portion

of my leifure. I pafs over in filence the fad hours employed in the care of my friend,

and in lamentation for his lofs. When the agitation of my mind abated, I endeavoured

to find out for myfelf fome occupation more interefting and more invigorating than

mere reading can afford. But the remembrance of a fcrvitude of twenty years

frightened me from again engaging in a long undertaking, which I might probably

never finilh. It would be better, I thought, to felecl from the hiftorical monuments

of all ages, and all nations, fuch fubjefts as might be treated feparately, both agree-

ably to their own nature, as well as to my tafte. When thefe little works, which

might be entitled Hiftorical Excurfions, amounted to a volume, I would offer it to the

Public ; and the prefent might be repeated, until either the Public or myfelf were tired i

for as each volume would be complete in itfelf, no continuation would be requifitc •, and

inflead of being obliged to follow, like the ftage coach, the high road, I would ex-

patiate at large in the field of hiftory, (lopping to admire every beautiful profpecl tliat

opened to my view. One inconvenience, indeed, attends this defign. An import;uit

fubjeit grows and expands with the labour beftowed on it. I might thus be carried

beyond my prefcribed bounds ; but I (hould be carried gently, without forefight and

without conftrainf. •'
'

" ' "
"

VOL. II. 4 " This
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Mes foupgons ont ete verifies dans le choix de ma premiere excurfion^ et

ee choix vous expliquera pourquoi j'ai demande avec taut d'empreflement

Ics Origines Guelficce. Dans mon Iliftoire j'avois rendu compte de deux al-

liances illuflres, d'un fils du Marquis Azo d'Efte avec une fille de Robert

Guifcard, d'une princefle de Brunfwiclc avec Tempcreur Grec. Un premier

apper^u de I'antiquite et de la grandeur de la maifon de Brunfwick, a excite

ma curiofite, et j'ai cru pouvoir intcreflfer les deux nations que j'eftime le

plus par les mcmoires d'une famille qui ell; Ibrtie de I'un pour regner fur

I'autre. Mes recherches, en me devoilant la beaute de ce fujet, m'en ont

fait voir I'etendue et la difficulte. L'origine des Marquis de Ligurie, et

peut etrede Tofcane, a etc fuffifamment eclaircie par Muratori et Leibnitz ;

ritalie du moyen age, fon hiftoire et fes monumenSj me font tres connus,

et je ne fuis pas mecontent de ce que j'ai deja ccrit fur la branche cadette

d'Efte, qui eft demurce fidelle a garder fes cendres cafanieres. Les anciens

Guelfs ne me font point etrangers, et je me crois en etat de rendre compte de

la puiffance et de la chute de leurs heritiers, les Dues de Bavieres et de

Saxe. La fucceflion de la Maifon de Brunfwick autrone de la Grande Bre-

tagne fera tres alTurement la partie la plus intereftante de mon travail ; mais

tDUS les materiaux fe trouvent dans ma langue, et un Anglois devroit rougir

s'il n'avoit pas approfondi I'hiftoire moderne et la conftitution adtuelle de fon

pays.

This fufpicion was juftified in my firft excurfion, the fubjeft of which

will explain the reafon why I was fo earneft to procure the Origines Guelfica. In my
Hiftory, I had given an account of two illuftrious marriages ; the firft, of the fon of

Azo, Marquis of Efte, with the daughter of Robert Guifcard ; and the fecond, of a

jrincefs of Brunfwick with the Greek Emperor. The firft view of the antiquity and

grandeur of the Houfe of Brunfwick excited my curiofity, and made me think that the

two nations, whom I cfteem the moft, might be entertained by the hiftory of a fa-

mily, which fprung from the one, and reigns over the other. But my refearches

fhowed me not only the beauty, but the extent and difficulty of my fubjecl. Mura-

tori and Leibnitz have fufficiently explained the origin of the Marquiffes of Liguria,

and perhaps of Tufcany : I am well acquainted with the hiftory and monuments of

Italy, during the middle ages ; and I am not diflatisfied with what I have already

written concerning that branch of the family of Efte, which continued to refide in its

hereditary poflefiions. I am not unacquainted with the ancient Guelphs, nor incapable

of giving an account of the power and downfall of their heirs, the Dukes of Bavaria

and Saxony. The fucceffion of the Houfe of Brunfwick to the Crown of Great

Britain will doubtlefs form the moft interefting part of my narrative ; but the authors

on this fubjeft are in Englifti ; and it would be unpardonable in a Briton not to have

ftudied the modern hiftory and prefent conft.itution of his countryi But there is an

1

1

interval



pays. Mais entre le premier Due et le premier EleiVeur de Brunfwick, il fe

trouve un intervalle de quatre cent cinquante ans. Je fuis condamne a fuivrc

dans lestenebres un fentier «troit et raboteux, et les divifions, Ics fous-divi-

fions de tant de branches et de territoires, repandent fur ce fentier la confu-

fion d'unlabyrinthe gcnealogique. Les evenemens fans eclat et fans liaiibn,

font bornes a un province d'Allemagne, et ce n'eft que vers la fin de ce

periode que je krois un peu ranimc par la reformation, la guerre de trentc

ans, et la nouvelle puiflance de I'Eleftorat. Comme je me propofe dc

crayonner des memoires, et non pas de compofer une hiftoire, je marcherois

fans doute d'un pas rapide, je prefenterois des refultats plutot que des faits,

des obfervations plutot que des recits : niais vous fentez combien un tableau

general exige de connoifTances particulieres, combien I'auteur doit etre plus

favant que fon livre. Or cct autcur il eft a deux cent lieues de la Saxe, il

ignore la langue, et il ne s'eft jamais applique a I'hiftoire de TAllemagne.

Eloigne des fources, il ne lui refte qu'un feul nioyen pour les faire couler

dans fa bibliotheque. C'eft de fc mcnager fur les lieux memes un Gorref-

pondant exaft, un guide eclaire, un oracle enfin qu'il puiffe confulter dans

tous fes befoins. Par votre caraftere, votre efprit, vos lumieres, votre po-

fition, vous etes cet homme precieux et unique, que je cherche ; et quand

vous m'indiqueriez un Juppleant aufll capable que vous meme, je ne m'ad-

dreflerois

interval of four hundred and fifty years between the firft Duke of Brunfwick and the

firft Eleftor of that family; and the defign of my work compels me to follow in ob-

fcurity a rough and narrow path ; where, by the divifion and fubdivifion of fo many
branches and fo many territories, I fliall be involved in the mazes of a genealogical la-

byrinth. The events, which are deftitute of connection as well as of fplendour, are

confined to a fingle province of Germany; and I muft have reached near the end ©f

the period, before my fubjetl will be enlivened by the reformation of religion, the

war of thirty years, and the new power acquired by the Eledlorate. As it is my pur-

pofe, rather to (ketch memoirs than to write hiflory, my narrative muft proceed with

rapidity ; and contain rather refults than facts— rather reflexions than details ; but you

are aware how much particular knowledge is requifite for this general defcription, the

author of which ought to be far more learned than his work. Unfortunately, thi«

author rcfides at the diftance of two hundred leagues from Saxony •, he knows not the

language, and has never made the hiftory, of Germany his particular (tudy. Thus re-

mote from the fources of information, he can think of only one channel by which they

may be made to flow into his library ; which is, by finding in the country itfelf an ac-

curate correfpondenr, an enlightened guide, in one word, an oracle, whom he may

confult in every difficulty. Your learning and character, as well as your abilities and

fituation, Angularly qualify you for gratifying my wifhcs ; and fhould you point out

to me a fubftitute equally well qualified with yourfelf, yet I could not have equal con-

4 M .i / fidence
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dreflerois pas avec la meme confiance a un etranger, Je vous accablerois

librement de queftions, et de nouvelles queftions naitront fouvent de vos

reponfes ; je vous prierois de fouiller dans votre vafte depot ; je vous de-

manderois des livres, des extraits, des traduclionsj des renfeignemens fur

tous les objets qui peuvent interefler mon travail. Mais j 'ignore fi vous etes

difpofe a facrifier votre loifir, vos etudes cheries, a un correfpondance pe-

nible, fans agremens et fans gloire. Je me flatte que vous feriez quelquc

chofe pour moi, vous feriez davantage pour I'honneur de la Maifon a laquelle

vous etes attache ; mais fuis-je en droit de fuppofer que mes ecrits puiffent

contribuer a fon honneur ?—J
'attends, Monfieur, votre reponfe ; qu'elle foit

prompte et franche ; fi vous daignez vous aflbcier a mon entreprife, je vous

cnvoyerai fur le champ mon premier interrogatoire ; votre refus me decide-

roit a renoncer a mon deffein, ou du moins a lui donner une nouvelle forme.

J'ofe en meme terns vous demander un profond fecret : un mot indifcret

feroit repete par cent bouches, et j'aurois le defagrement de voir dans les

journaux, et bientot dans les papiers Anglois, une annonce, peut etre defi-

gurce, de mes projets litteraires qui ne font confie qu'a vous fcul.

J'ai I'honneur d'etre, &c.

fidence in the afliftance of a perfon unknown to me. I would teazc you with quef-

tions, and new queftions would often be fuggefted by your anfwers ; I would requeft

you to ranfack your vaft library, and to fupply me with books, extra£ts, tranflations,

and information of every kind, conducive to my undertaking. But 1 know not Low
far you are inclined to facrifice your leifure and your favourite ftudies to a laborious

correfpondence, which promifes neither fame nor pleafure. I flatter myfelf, you would

do fomethJng to oblige me
; you would do more for the honour of the Family with

which you are connected by your employment. But what title have I to fuppofe that

any work of mine can contribute to its honour ? I expedl. Sir, your anfwer ; and re-

queft that it maybe fpeedy and frapk. Should you condefcend to affift my labours, I

will immediately fend you feme interrogatories. Your refufal, on the other hand,

will make me lay afide the defign, or at leaft oblige me to give it a new form. 1 ven-

ture, at the fame time, to entreat that the fubjedl of this letter may remain a profound

fecret. An indifcreet word would be repeated by an hundred mouths ; and I fliould

have the uiieafmefs of feeing in the foreign journals, and foon afterwards in the Eng-

lifti newfpapers, an account, and that, perhaps, an unfaithful one, of my literary pro-

je&s, the fecret of which I entruft to you alone.
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ANTIQ^UITIES
OF THE

HOUSE OF BRUNSWICK.

C H A P. I. S E C T. I.

AN Englifli fubjedt may be prompted, by a juft and liberal curiofity, to

inveftigate the origin and ftory of the Houfe of Brunfwick, which,

after an alliance with the daughters of our kings, has been called by the

voice of a free people to the legal inheritance of the Crown. From George

the Firft and his father, the firft Eleftor of Hanover, we afcend, in a clear

and regular feries, to the firft Duke of Brunfwick and Lunenburgh, wjio re-

ceived his inveftiture from Frederick the Second, about the middle of the

thirteenth century. If thefe ample pofleffions had been the gift of the Em-
peror to fome adventurous foldier, to fome faithful client, we might be con-

tent with the antiquity and luftre of a noble race, which had been enrolled

nearly fix hundred years among the Princes of Germany. But our ideas are

raifed, and our profpeft is opened, by the difcovery, that the firft Duke of

Brunfwick was rather degraded than adorned by his new title, fince it im-

pofed the duties of feudal fervice on the free and patrimonial eftate, which

alone had been faved in the fhipwreck of the more fplendid fortunes of his

Houfe. His anceftors had been invefted with the powerful Duchies of Ba-

varia and Saxony, which extended far beyond their limits in modern geo-

graphy : from the Baltic Sea to the confines of Rome they were obeyed, or

refpefted, or feared ; and in the quarrel of the Guelphs and Ghibellines, the

former appellation was derived from the name of their progenitors in the fe-

male line. But the genuine mafculine defcent of the Princes of Brunfwick

muft be explored beyond the Alps : the venerable tree, which has fince

overlhadowed Germany and Britain, was planted in the ItaUan foil. As far

as our fight can reach, we difcern the firft founders of the race in tiie Mar-

quiflfes of Efte, of Liguria, and perhaps of Tufcany. In the eleventh cen-

tury, the primitive ftem was divided into two branches i the elder migrated

to
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to the banks of the Danube and the Elbe j the younger more humbly adhered

to the neighbourhood of the Adriatic : the Dukes of Brunfwick and the

Kings of Great Britain are the dcfcendants of the firft j the Dukes of Fer-

rara and Modena were the offspring of the fecond.

This fhort -review may explain and juftify the threefold divifion of thefc

Memoirs, which appropriates a feparate book to—I. The Italian De-

scent j II. The German Reign ; and III. The British Succession of

the Houfe of Brunfwick. The obfcure interval, from the firft Duke to the

firft Eledlor, will be conneded on either fide with the more fplendid

fcenes of their ancient and modern hiftory. The comparative date and

dignity of their pedigree wUl be fixed by a fair parallel with the moft il-

iuftrious families of Europe, Even the flowers of fidion, fo profufely Mat-

tered over the cradle of the Princes of Efte, difclofe a remote and decreafing

light, which is finally loft in the darknefs of the fabulous age. But it w'ill

be prudent, before we liften to the rude or refined tales of invention, to ereft

a ftrong and fubftantial edifice of truth on the learned labours of Leibnitz and

JMuratori.

The genius and ftudies of Leibnitz have ranked his name with the fixit

philofophic names of his age and country ; but his reputation, perhaps,

would be more pure and permanent, if he had not ambitioufly grafped the

whole circle of human fcience. As a theologian, he fuccefTively contended

with the fceptics, who believe too little, and with the papifts, who believe

too much, and with the heretics, who believe otherwife than is inculcated

by the Lutherian confeflion of Augft)urgh. Yet the Philofopher betrayed

his love of union and toleration : his faith in Revelation was accufed, while

he proved the Trinity by the principles of logic ; and in the defence of the

attributes and providence of the Deity, he was fufpefted of a fecrct corre-

fpondence with his adverfary Bayle. The metaphyfician expatiated in the

fields of air : his pre-eftablilhed harmony of the foul and body might have
'

provoked the jealoufy of Plato ; and his optimifm, the beft of all poflible

worlds, feems an idea too vaft for a mortal mind. He was a Phyjiciany in

the large and genuine fcnfe of the word: like his brethren, he amufed him-

fclf with creating a globe ; and his Protog^sa, or Primitive Earth, has not

been ufelefs to the laft hypothefis of BufFon, which prefers the agency of fire

to that of water. I am not worthy to praife the Mathematician : but his

name is mingled in all the problems and difcoveries of the times ; the mafters

of the art were his rivals or difciples ; and if he borrowed from Sir Ifaac

Newton the fublime method of fluxions, Leibnitz was at leaft the Prome-

theus
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theuS who Imparted to mankind the facred fire which he had ftolen from the

gods. His curiofitjr extended to every branch of chemiftry, mechanics, and

the arts j and the third of knowledge was always accompanied with the fpirit

of improvement. The vigour of his youth had been exercifcd in the fchools

oi jurifpnidence ; and while he taught, he afpired to reform, the laws of na-

ture and nations, of Rome and Germany, The annals of Brunfwick, of the

empire, of the ancient and modern world, were prefent to the mind of the

Hijiorian ; and he could turn from the folutiofi of a problem, to the dufty

parchments and barbarous ftyle of the records of the middle age. His ge-

nius was more nobly direfted to inveftigate the origin of languages and na-

tions ; nor could he alTume thecharafterof a GrammariaHy without formin*

the projeft of an univerfal idiom and alphabet. Thefe various ftudies were

often interrupted by the occafional politics of the times ; and his pen was al- .

ways ready in the caufe of the Princes and patrons to whofe fervice he was

attached : many hours were confumed in a learned correfpondence with all

Europe : and the Philofopher amufed his leifure in the compofition ofFrench

and 'Lztm poetry. Such an example may difplay the extent and powers of

the human underftanding, but even his powers were diilipated by the multi-

plicity of his purfuits. He attempted more than he could finifh; he de-

figned more than he could execute : his imagination was too eafily fatisfied

with a bold and rapid glance on the fubjeft which he was impatient to leave ;

and Leibnitz may be compared to thofe heroes, whofe empire has been loll

in the ambition of univerfal conqueft.

When he was about thirty years of age, (1676,) the merit of Leibnitz

was difcovered and adopted by the Dukes of Hanover, at whofe court he

fpent the laft forty years of his life, in free and honourable fervice. In this

ftation he foon became the author, or at leaft the architect of a monument,

which they were ambitious of raifing to the glory of their name. With the

view of preparing the moft authentic documents for the Hiftory of the

Houfe of Brunfwick, he travelled over the provinces of Germany and Italy,

their ancient feats. In this learned pilgrimage, he confulted the living and

the dead, explored the libraries, the archives, the monafteries, and even the

tombs, and diligently collected or copied the books, the manufcripts, and

the charters of every age. As the curiofity of the Hiftorian had not been

limited to the proper bounds of his fubjeft, the various treafures which he had

imported were publiflied in feveral volumes, with as much fpeed and care as

the multitude of his avocations would allow; and it may be deemed either a

praife
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praife or a reproach, that the raw materials are often lefs valuable than the

obfervations and prefaces of the editor himfelf. In the year 1695, the nup-

tials of the Prince of Modena with a Princefs of Hanover engaged him to

difpell the errors and fables ofpreceding genealogifts, and to reftore the true

connexion of the kindred branches, which were thus united, after a fepara-

tion ofmore than fix hundred years. This occafional pamphlet was defigned

as the prelude of the great Latin work which he meditated on the Brunfwick

Antiquities. With a genius accuftomed to draw lines of communication be-'

tween the moftdiftant fciences, he traced, in his Introduftion, the revolutions

of the country and its inhabitants; of the country, from the natural remains

of foffils and petrefaftions ; of the inhabitants, from the national veftiges of

language and manners. The ftory of a province and of a family fwellcd, in

his capacious mind, into the annals of the weftern empire : the origins of the

Guelphs,of Bavaria, and the MarquiiTes of Efte, would have been inter-

woven in their proper place ; and the narrative would have been deduced

from the reign of Charlemagne (A. D. 769.), to the laft Emperor of the

Saxon line (1025). But the term of an antediluvian life would have been

fcarcely adequate to the labours and projects of Leibnitz : the imperfeft ma-

nufcript of his Annals was buried in the Library of Hanover; and the im-

prefTion, though long fince promifed, is ftill refufed to the curiofity of the

Public. But the ideas and papers of that great man were freely communi-

cated to his difciple and fuccelTor E ccard, and the refearches more particu-

larly belonging to the Houfe of Brunfwick have formed the bafis of the

Origines Gudfica, which were compiled by the induftrious hiftoriographer.

The rafhnefs of Eccard, who changed his fervice and religion, condemned

his work, till envy and malevolence had fubfided, to a long oblivion; nor

was it till many years after his deceafe that the Origines Guelficievftrt printed

in five volumes in folio, by the care of the Eledboral Librarians. The hands

of the feveral workmen are apparent ; the bold and original fpirit of Leib-

nitz, the crude erudition and hafty conjedures of Eccard, theufeful annota-

tions ofGruber, and the critical difquifitions of Scheid, the principal editor

of this genealogical Hiftory.

Intheconftrudion of this domeftic monument, the Eieflor of Hanover,

ten years after the return of Leibnicz, had diipatched a fecond miffionary

(1700) to fearchthe archives of his Italian kinfmen. Their archives were

in the mofl deplorable (late : but the Princes of Efte were awakened by

Aiame and vanity, and their fubjed Muratori was recalled from Milan, to re-

7 form
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form and govern the ducal Library of Modena. The name of Muratori will

be for ever conne<5led with the literature of his country : above fixty years

of his peaceful life were confumed in the exercifes offtudy and devotion ; hii

numerous writings on the fubjefts of hiftory, antiquities, religion, morals, and

criticifms, are imprefled with fenfe and knowledge, with moderation and

candour : he moved in the narrow circle of an Italian prleft ; but a defirc

of freedom, a ray of philofophic light fometi'mcs breaks through his own

prejudices and thofe of his readers. In the caufe of his Prince, he was per-

mitted, and even encouraged, to explore the foundations, and to circum-

fcribe die limits, of the temporal power of tlie Billiops of Rome : and his

viftorious arguments in die difpute for Commachio accuftomed the Have to

an ereft pofture and a bolder ilep. One of his antagoniils, the learned Fon-

tanini, had been provoked, in the hear of comroverfy, to call fome reflexions

on the family of Eile, as if they had been no more than fimple citizens o( Pa-

dua, who, in the thirteenth century, were invefted by the Popes with the

title and office of Marquis of Anconia. Truth and honour required an an-

fwer to this invidious charge ; and the firmeft anfwer was a fimple and genuine

expofition ©f faifts. The courts of Brunfwick and Modena were joined in

the fame family intereft; and dieir trufty Librarians, Leibnitz and Muracori

correfponded with the confidence of allies and the emulation of rivals. But

the fpeed of the German was outftripped in the race by the perfeverance of

the Italian : if the conjedtures of Muratori were lefs fplendid, his difcoveries

were more fure ; and he could examine, with the leifure of a native, the

monuments and records wliich his alTociate had formerly viewed with the

hafte of a traveller. After a diligent enquiry of three years, both at home
and abroad, he gave to the world the firfl: volume of the Jntichitu EJfenfe^

a model of genealogical criticifm; and in the fecond volume, which was de-

layed above twenty years, he continues the defcent and feries to his own
times. The more ftrenuous labours of his life were devoted to the General

and pardcular hiftory of Italy. His Anuquities, both in the vulgar and the

Latin tongue, exhibit a curious picture of the laws and manners of the mid-

dle age ; and a corred text is juftified by a copious Appendix of authentic

documents. His Annals are a faithful abftracl of the twenty-eight folio vo-

lumes of original hiftorians; and whatfoever faults may be noticed in diis

great colleftion, our cenfure is di farmed by the remark, that it was undcr-

talcen and finiihed by a fingle man. Muratori will not afpire to the fame of

VOL. ix. 4 N hiftorical
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hiftorical genius : his modefty may be content with the folid, though humble

praife of an impartial critic and indefatigable compiler.

With fuch guides, with the materials which they have provided, and

with feme experience of the way, I fliall boldly defcend into the darknefs

of the middle age ; and while I alRime the liberty of judgment, I fhallnot

be unmindful of the duties of gratitude.

An old charter of the reign of Charlemagne and the beginning of the

ninth century, has cafually preferved the memory of Boniface the Bava-

rian J the count or governor of Lucca, the father of the marquifles of Tuf-

cany, and the firft probable anceftor of the houfe of Efte and Brunfwick.

His name and country, his title and province, I fhall feparately confider : and

thefe confiderations will explain the ftate of Italy in his time, and that of his

immediate defendants.

I. In the origin of human fpeech, a method muft have been wanted, and

fought, and found, of difcriminating the feveral individuals of the fame

tribe, who were mingled in the daily offices, even of favage life. In every

language the invention of proper and perfonal names muft be at Icaft as

ancient as the ufe of appellative words. The truth of this remark is attefted

by the ancient continent from India to Spain, from the lakes of Canada to

the hills of Chili, the fame diftindions were familiar to the inhabitants of

the New World ; and our navigators who have recently explored the iflands

of the South Sea, add their teftimony to the general pradice of mankind.

As foon as a new-born infant has enjoyed fome days, and begins to promife

fome years of life, he is diftinguifhed as a focial being from his prefent and

future companions : the friends of the family are convened to congratulate

the parents and to welcome the ftranger j and the feftival has been ufually

connecled with fome religious ceremony ; the facrifices of the Greeks, Ro-

mans, and barbarians ; the circumeifion of the Jews, and the baptifmofthe

Chriftians. The primitive choice of every word muft have had a caufe and

a meaning : each name was derived from fome accident or allufion, or

quality of the mind or body ; and the titles of the favage chiefs announced

their wifdom in council, or their valour in the field. Such in the book of

nature and antiquity are the heroes of Homer ; and the happy flexibility of

the Greek tongue can exprefs in harmonious founds all poffible combinations

of ideas and fentiments. But in the lapfe of ages and idioms, the true

8 fignification
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fignlficatlon -was loft or milapplied: the qualities of a man were blindly

transferred to a child, and chance or cuftom were the only motives that could

direfl this arbitrary impofition. The Chrifdans of the Roman empire were

a mixture of Jews, of Greeks, and of Latin provincials : their profane

names were fandtified by baptifm ; thofe of the Bible were refpedable and

familiar ; and the cafual affinity/ with an apoftle or martyr might encourage

the pious youth to imitate his virtues. But in the three centuries which pre-

ceded the reign of Charlemagne, the weftern world was overwhelmed by a

deluge of German conquerors. After their converfion to Chriftianity, they

long adhered, from pride or habit, to the idiom of their fathers ; and their

Teutonic appellations, with a fofter accent and a Latin termination, were

almoft exclufively ufed in the baptifm of princes and nobles. Till the tenth

or twelfth century, the Old was abandoned to the Jews, and the New Tel-

tament to the people and clergy. Adam and Davidj Peter and Paul, John,

and James, George and Francis, were negle6ted as unknown, or defpifcd as

plebeian ; and Boniface is the only name of ecclefiaftical origin which the

chiefs of barbaric race condefcended to afilime. This honourable exception

may be juftly afcribed to the fame and merit of St. Boniface the Firll,

archbifhop of Mentz or Mayence, the miffionary of Rome, the reformer

of France, and the apoftle of Germany, who loft his life in preaching the

Gofpel to the Frifians. He was born in England, and in his own baptifm he

had been ftiled Winfrid : but with the epilcopal charadler the Saxon received

the more Chriftian appellation of Boniface, which had been illuftrated by a

martyr and a pope. Of the Heflians, Thuringians, and Bavarians, whom

he reclaimed from idolatry, many were ambitious even of a nominal conform-

ity with their patron : and from his age and country, the countofLucca might

be one of the fortunate infants who were baptized by the apoftle of Bavaria.

2. The Chriftian priefts who fubdued tlie conquerors of tlie Weft, had

inculcated the duty of damning their idolatrous anceftors, and perfecuting

their diflenting fubjeds. But the toleration which they denied to religious

prejudice, was freely extended to the inftitutions of civil or barbaric life.

The Romans of Italy, the great body of the clergy and people, were ftill

direfted by the codes of Theodofius and Juftinian. The laws of the Lom-

bards were promulgated for their own ufe ; after the 'fall of their kingdom,

they ftill preferved their national jurifprudcnce ; and the vi(5lorious Franks

enjoyed the benefit without impofing the obligation of the Salic and Ripua-

Tian codes. The three great nations who fucceflively reigned in Italy, were

4 N 2 everr
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every where mingled, and every where feparate. A fimilar indulgence was

granted to the fmaller colonies of Goths, Alemanni, or Bavariatis ; and lb

perfed was the pradice of civil toleration, that every freeman, according

to his birth or choice, miglu embrace the law by which he himfelf and his

family would be tried. In the a£ts whicli have elcaped to our times, count

Boniface and his defccndants profefs to live according to the nation and law

of the Bavarians : but this profefTion rather defines the origin of his blood,

than the place of his nativity ; and it is poflible that fome generations of his

anceftors might have already felt the milder influence of climate and religion.

The name of the Bavarians firft rifes into notice amidft the dying agonies of

the Weftern Empire : but the tribe or troop of adventurers which aflfumed

that name, foon fwelled to a powerful kingdom, and covered the province

of Noricum from the Danube to the Alps. The vicinity of Italy provoked

their defires ; the alliance of the Lombards encouraged their hopes : they

joined the ftandard of the invader ; and on the confines of Modena and

Tufcany the memory of their ancient fettlement is not totally extind. If

_ we compare, however, the fmallnefs of the colony with the numbers of the

nation, it may feem more probable that Count Boniface was born in Bavaria,

perhaps of noble and idolatrous parents ; and that his fervices were rewarded

by Charlemagne with the government of an Italian province. The eye of

the vigilant and fagacious emperor pervaded the vail extent of his domi-

toions; and the merit of every fubjed, in whatfoever country or condition he

had been caft, was afligned to the ftation moft beneficial for himfelf and the

State. While the kingdoms of the Weft obeyed the fame fceptre, a native

Frank might command on the banks of the Tyber ; the frontiers of Brit-

tany were guarded by a loyal Lombard, and the Saxon profelyte would fig-

nalize his new zeal for Chriftianity againft the Saracens of Spain. Charle-

magne afxefted to confider all his kibjeds with the impartial love of a father

:

but he was not unwilling to tranfplant a powerful chief into a foreign foil,

and he cheriflied a fecret preference of the men and the nations whofe fole

dependence was on the royal favour. The Franks were jealous of the ele-

vation of an equal j the Lombards might not eafily forgive the triumph of

a conqueror ; but the Alemanni and Bavarians, who had been long op-

preflTed, were devoted, by loyalty and gratitude, to the fervice of their

benefador.

3. I am ignorant of the parents of Boniface the Bavarian j of his charac-

ter and adions I am likewife ignorant. But his official title defcribes him

>7S
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as one of the principal minifters and nobles of the kingdom of Italy. The
Latin appellations of dukes and counts were transferred with the latitude of

foreign words to the judges and leaders of the Barbarians: thefe different

tides were applied to the fame perfon or ftation : they varied according to the

falhion of the age and country j and it was not till after the ninth century that

the dukes, afTuming a clear pre-eminence of dignity and power, flood fore-

moft on the fteps of the throne. In the vulgar and legal idiom, the tem-

poral peers (I anticipate the expreffion of more recent times) were ftiled

princes, and in their families the kings and emperors of the Weft might

folicit a wife, or beftow a daughter, without degrading the majefty of their

rank. It was at once their privilege and their duty to attend die national

council ; nor could any law acquire validity or effeft without the confcnt

and authority of thefe powerful nobles. In their refpedtivc diftrifts of am-

ple or narrow limits, each duke or count was inverted with the plenitude of

civil and military power, and this union of charade rs muft be afcribed rather

to the imperfeftion of the arts than to the talents of the men. They pre-

fided in open courts of juftice, and determined all criminal and civil caufes,

with the advice of their plebeian alTelTors, xhtxr/cabim, who were fomewhat

lefs illiterate than the judge himfelf. At the royal fummons they reared their

ftandard, aflembled their freemen and vaflals, and marched at their head on

every occafion of danger and honour. Such taxes as could be levied on a

rude and independent people were fliared between the fupreme and fubordi-

•nate chief, and there exifts an agreement by which a Lombard duke was

permitted to referve a moiety of the revenue for his public and private ufe.

The prerogative of appointing and recalling thefe provincial magiftrates was

efteemed a fufficient pledge of tlicir obedience ; and the fervants of Charle-

mao^ne might obey without reluftance the firft of mankind. But die me-

mory of a favour was loft in the grant of an office ; and the grant of an

office was infenfibly confolidated into the right of a freehold pofleffion. The

counts and dukes were amenable to the circuits of the mijfi, or royal inqui-

fitors : but they were more able to maintain, than willing to fuffer, an adt of

injuftice j and it was gradually admitted as a conftitutional maxim, that they

could not be deprived of their dignity without a charge, a trial, and a con-

vidion of felony. The founder of the Weftern Empire might fometimes

reward the Ion by the gift or the reverfion of his father's province ; a dan-

gerous reward^ which was often extorted from the fears, radier than from

the bounty of fucceeding princes. They could not delpoil die legitimate

heir
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heir of his lands, his followers, and his popular name, and it was deemed

more prudent to fecure the public peace by the indulgence of his private

ambition.

4. The province entrufted to the vigilance of Count Boniface is one of

the moft fertile and fortunate fpots of Italy. It is bounded by the rivers

Magra and Arno, by the fea and the Appcnine ; and in the old days of in-

dependence, this traft of country had been the debateable land between the

Ligurians and Etrufcans, till it was finally annexed by Auguftus to the region

of Etruria. The harbour of Loni is capable of Iheltering the navies of

Europe ; the circumjacent hills of Cararahave fupplied an inexhauftible ftore

of white marble for the noblell works of fculpture and architedlure, and

Lucca itfclf is fituate almoft on the banks of the Aufar or Serchio, a river

which, flowing ten miles farther to the fouth, is finally loft under the walls

of Pifa, in the waters of the Arno. In the beft age of the commonwealth,

the fixth century of Rome, an allotment of fixty thoufand acres was divided

among two thoufand citizens, who were foon alTociated with the ancient

natives : but the colony of Lucca finally preferred the title and privileges

of a municipal town. After fuffering fome injury from the barbaric Ilorm,

Lucca appears to revive and flouriili under the Lombards, as the feat of a

royal mint, and the metropolis of the whole province of Tufcany. The

republic, lefs extenfive, as it fliould.feem, than the command of Boniface,

now contains one hundred and twenty thoufand inhabitants, who are enriched

by the exportation of oil and filk. But their riches are the fruits of in-

duftry, and their induftry is guarded by liberty and peace. I am inclined

to believe, that this fmall and happy community is more wealthy and popu-'

lous than was formerly the Tufcany of Charlemagne ; and even in its decay

the ftate of Tufcany ftill poiTeires more inhabitants and more treafure, than

could have been found in the diforderly and defolate kingdom of the

Lombards.

From the interpofition of Ildenrand, count of Lucca, it may be fufpefled

tkiat at the time of his father's deceafe Boniface the Second had not acquired

fufficient ftrength and maturity for the vacant office : but thefe friends, or

rivals, who had exercifed the government of Lucca, were foon fuperfeded

by the eftablilhment of the lawful heir ; and the youth approved himfelf

worthy of his name and honours. The example and impunity of treaibn

could never tempt his loyalty i and while the empire of Lewis the Pious was

relaxed by weaknefs or agitated by difcord. Boniface aflerted the glory of

the
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the French and the Chriftian arms. lie had been enmifted with the defence

of the maritime coaft and the iOe of Corfica againO; the Mahometans of

Africa, and his right to command the fervice of the neighbouring counts

may entitle him to the appellation of Duke or Marquis of Tufcany, which

was affumed by his defcendants. With a fmall fleet he failed from Pifa, in

fearch of the robbers of the fea j they had vaniflied on his approach : he

caft anchor on the friendly fhores of Corfica, and after providing himfelf

with expert pilots, he fleered his intrepid courfe for Africa, and boldly

landed on the coafl: between Carthage and Utica. The Aglabites, who

reigned in Africa as the nominal vicegerents of the caliphs, were aftoniflied

and provoked by the infolence of the Chriftians, whofe valour had been

hitherto confined to a defcnfive war. Their camp was immediately furrounded

by a formidable hoft of Arabs and Moors : five times did they mount to the

afTault: they were repulfed five times with flaughter and fhame. The field

was covered with the bodies of their flain j in the hot purfuit fome adven-

turous Franks became the viftims of their own rafhnefs; but the more pru-

dent chief was fatisfied with victory ; he embarked the troops, the captives,

and the fpoil, and returning in triumph to the port of Luni, or the mouth of

the Arno, left an example of fuccefsful enterprize which was long remem-

bered by the Moflems of Afric, and fcldom imitated by the Chriftians of

Italy. The birch, charafler, and adventures of the emprefs Judith, will

be introduced with more propriety in the ftory of the Guelphs, and I (hall

only obferve, that after his abjeft fall and fortunate reftoration, Lewis the

Pious might ftill tremble for the fafety of a beloved wife. She was confined

in a monaftery of Tortona, in the power of a rebellious fon ; and if the

ambition of Lothaire was difappointed, the blood of a ftep- mother might be

a grateful offering to his revenge. Boniface, witli fome loyal fubjcifls,

perceived her danger, and flew to her relief. By their celerity and courage

Judith was refcued from prifon, and they guarded her paflage over the Alps

till fhe met the embraces of an impatient hufband. This gallant adl, wliich

deferved the gratitude of the "emperor, expofed the Count of Lucca to the

difpleafure of Lothaire, who was ftill mafter of the kingdom of Italy, and

who denied the inveftiture of their fiefs to ail the accomplices of the efcape

of Judith. Boniface retired to France, where his exile was alleviated by

the moft honourable employments. In the civil wars, after the de.ath of

Lewis, he might fecure his pardon without forfeiting his allegiance ; and there

is reafon to believe, that he ended his days in the government of Tufcany.

The
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The fword of chivalry was confecrated to the fervice of religion and tlic

fair ; and the African viftor, the deliverer of the emprefs, had fulfilled the

duties of a perfeft knight.

His fon and fucceffor, Adalbert the Firft, has a more unqueftionable

right to the appellation of Duke and Marquis of Tufcany. The title of

Marquis, or rather Margrave, was introduced into Italy by the French em-

perors ; the Teutonic etymology of the word implies the count or governor

of a tnarch of a frontier province : his ftation gave him at leaft a military

command over feveral of his equals; and in the divifion of the monarchy

the number and importance of thefe hoftile limits was continually multiplied.

Yet the life of Adalbert is much lefs pure and illuftrious tlian that of bis

father: either an hiftorian was wanted to his anions, or his aftions afforded

no materials for hiftory ; and it is only by the glimmering of old charters,

that, during thirty years, his exiftence is vifible. The decay of genius and

power in each imperial generation, had confirmed the independence of the

hereditary governors ; till the failure of the eldeft branch, in the perfon of

Lewis the Second, concluded a century of domeftic peace, and opened an

endlefs feries of revolutions. The election of the kings of Italy was de-

cided by the voices and by the fwords of the fafbious nobles : they chofe the

objecfl, the meafure, and the term of allegiance ; and the name of the

candidate whom they fupported, was a fufficient apology for every a6l of

violence and rapine. A pope of an active and ambitious fpirit, John VIII.,

moft bitterly complains of the two marquifles, or tyrants, of Lambert of

Spoleto, and ofAdalbert of Tufcany, who were brothers in alliance, in arms,

and in facrilege. They folicited the aid of the mifcreant Saracens, invaded

the ecclefiaftical State, entered the city, profaned the churches, extorted an

oath of fidelity from the Romans, and dared to imprifon the fucceffor of

St. Peter. After the departure of thefe public robbers, as they are ftiled,

without much injuftice, by the pontiff, he affeded to difplay their guilt

and his own danger : the facred relicks were tranfported from the Vatican to

the Lateran palace : the altar was clothed in fackcloth, and the doors of the

temple were inhofpitably fhut againft the devotion of the pilgrims. By the

apprehenfion of a fecond infult John VIII. was driven from the apoftolical

feat i he fled by fea to the ufual afylum of France, offered the two worlds

to whofoever would avenge his quarrel, and in the Synod of Troyes pro-

claimed the vices and pronounced the excommunication of the two mar-

quiffes of Spoleto and Tufcany, the enemies of God and Man. Some

7 pohtical
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political events gave a new turn' to his intereft and language ; the mcjl glo-

rious Adalbert and his wife (fo lately a robber and an adukerefs) are recom-

mended in his epiftles to the love and procedion of the friends of the

church. From fuch inveftive and fuch praife it might be inferred that

calumny is a venial fin, or that every fin is obliterated by a reconciliation with

the Pope. A cafuift lefs indulgent, I fhall not fo eafily abfolve the facrilegious

Marquis of Tufcany : he lived in an age of the darkeft fuperftition, and

his aflault on the Vatican is truly criminal, fince it was condemned by the

prejudices of his own confcience.

In the dignity of Duke and Marquis of Tufcany he was fucceeded by

his fon, the fecond Adalbert, who has been only diftinguilhed from the firft

by the nice microfcope of chronological criticifm. Such and fo great was

the pre-eminence of his wealth and power, that he alone among the princes

of Italy was diftinguiflied by the epithet of the rich ; an epithet of ambiguous

praife, fince it exprefles the liberality of fortune rather than of nature. He
married Berta, the daughter of Lothaire king of Auftrafia or Lorraine, who

was the great grandfon of Charlemagne : a diftinclion rather honourable

than fingular ; fince many of the princes of the age were defcended by the

females from the Imperial item. His independence was built on the ruins of

the empire of Charlemagne : the failure of lawful heirs enlarged the fcene

of contention : the fceptre was alternately won and lofl: in a field of battle,

and the Italians, from a maxim of policy, entertained the competition of

two kings. The dukes of Fruili and Spoleto Jong difputed the crown ; and

while Berengarius reigned at Verona, his rivals Guido and Lambert were

feated on the throne of Pavia. Thefe princes, the father and fon, were the

uncle and coufin of Adalbert ; but he fupported or deferted their ftandard

with licentious perfidy, and one of his attempts did not much redound to the

honour or advantage of the Marquis of Tufcany. He marched to furprize

Lambert, who hunted without fufpicion in a foreft near Placentia : but he

forgot that difcipline and fobriety are mod eflential to fecret enterprize. The

tents of the Tufcans, who deemed themfelves fecure of their royal game,

refounded with drunken and lafcivious longs ; their intemperance Uibfideil in

fleep ; and at the dead of night they were furprized by the vigilant Lambert,

at the head of no more than one hundred horfe. The Marquis, who could

neither fight nor fly, was dragged from his flielter among tlic mules and alTcs

of the baggage, and his fliame vvas embittered by the rude pleal'antry of the

conqueror. <• Thy wife Berta," faid he, "had promikd that thou fliouldcft

vol.. \\. 40 " be
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** be cither a king or an afs. A king thou art not, but thy fecond title I

" fhall not difpute ; and wifely haft thou chofen a place of refuge among
" the animals of a fimilar fpecies." The death of Lambert reftored the

captive to liberty and dominion : but the charafter of Adalbert was ftill the

fame, and the ftate of Italy long fludluated with the viciffitudes of his intereft

or paffions, Berengarius, who was oppreflcd by his fcrvice, fometimes ac-

cufed and fometimes imitated the example of his ingratitude. A new pre-

tender, Lewis king of Aries, was defeated and difmiffed and recalled, and

again eftablillied and again dethroned as he was the friend or enemy of the

Marquis of Tufcany. In a moment of fecming concord, the new fove-

reignvifited Lucca, where he was entertained with the oftentation of cxpencc

which vanity will often extort from avarice and hatred. As Lewis admired

the numerous and well-drefled ranks of the Tufcan foldiers, the attendance

of the palace, and the luxury of the banquet, he foftly whifpered, " This

" Marquis is indeed a king, and it is only in a vain title that I amfuperior to

*' my vaflal."- By the diligence of flattery or malice this whifper was re-

echoed: the pride of Berta was offended, her fears were alarmed; fhe

alienated her hufband's mind j he confpired with the difafFefted nobles ; and

a hafty, perhaps a harmlefs faying deprived the unfortunate king of Aries

of the crown of Italy and his eyes. Adalbert the Second died at Lucca, in

a mature age, and his real or imaginary virtues are infcribed on his tomb.

We are folicited to believe, that he was formidable to his enemies, liberal

to his foldiers., juft to his fubjedls, and charitable to the poor ; that his me-
• mory was embalmed in the tears of a grateful people ; and that the public

happinefs was buried in his grave. An epitaph is a feeble evidence of me-

rit ; yet an epitaph on the dead may prove fomewhat more than a panegyric

on the living.

Adalbert the Second left behind him three children, two fons, Guido and

Lambert, the eldeft of whom was acknowledged as Duke and Marquis of

Tufcany, and one daughter, Hermenegarda, who married and furvived a

prince of equal rank on the confines of Piedmont. The pride and power

of Berta were not impaired by her hulband's death ; and to her paffions I

Ihould impute an unequal conteft with the emperor and king of Italy, who

by fraud or force imprifoned the mother and her fon in the fortrefs of Man-

tua. But her faithful clients refufed to furrender the cities and caftles

coqjmitted to their truft: a treaty was negociated ; the captives were re-

leafed 5 their pofleffions were reftored} and I muft applaud the moderation,

perliaps
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perhaps the courage, of Guido, who fincerely fubmitted to forgive and to

be forgiven. Of die death of the emperor Berengarius, who was dabbed

in his palace by a private villain, Guido was neither the author nor accom-

plice : but in the fubfequent eledlion his voice had a free and dccifivc weight

;

and the laudable motives of filial or fraternal tendernefs might prompt him

to gratify his mother, by fupporting the claim of Hugh, or Hugo, count of

Provence, her fon by a former hulband. The Marquis commanded the

fea-ports of Tufcany ; his filler, an adlive and popular widow, could (hut

cfr open the palTes of the Alps. A royal pretender, Rodulph of Burgundy,

was chafed beyond the mountains : by the unanimous choice of the nobles,

Hugh was invited and proclaimed : he landed at Pifa ; and the fons of Adal-

bert were proud to falute their brother as king of Italy. But this event,

which feemed to confolidate the fortunes, was the immediate caufe of the

downfall of their houfe. The new monarch infenfibly betrayed a faithlefs

and ungrateful charadler : his vices were fcandalous, his talents mean ; and

if his ambition was fometimes checked by fear, it was never reftrained by-

humanity or juftice. The death of Berta diflblved die union between the

children of her firft and her fecond nuptials. The mild and moderate Guido

expired in the prime of life. The Dutchy of Tufcany was occupied by

Lambert : but in a hafly and indecent marriage with Marozia, his brother's

widow, the king of Italy trampled on the prejudices of mankind. Hugh

was already confcious of the public hatred and contempt: he might juftly

dread the courage, the ambition, the popularity of the IVIarquis j and his

avarice was ftimulated by the hopes of a rich forfeiture. Regardlefs of a

modier's fame, he invented, or encouraged the report, that the obftinate

barrennefs of the wife of Adalbert had tempted that impious woman to

procure and fubftitute two male infants, whom (he educated as her own :

and the arbitrary fentence of the king, who difclaimed Lambert as a brother,

muft have denied his right to the fucceflion of Tufcany. Had this caufe

been argued before a tribunal of law and reafon, the advocate for the Mar-

quis would have pleaded the long and tranquil poffefTion of his name and

ftate, and have deprecated the injuftice of a charge, wliich was not advanced

till after the deceafe of both his parents. The orator would have painted in

the moft lively colours, the abfurdity of the fuppofition, the difficulty of

fafcinating the eyes and filencing the tongues of a jealous court, and the

ftrong improbability that the Dutchefs of Tufcany fliouldhave twice rifqued

the danger and fliame of a difcovery. He would have authenticated the

402 circum-
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circumftances of her pregnancy and delivery ; and after eftabliHiing his de-

fence on argument and fadt, he might have tried to awaken the tender and

indignant feelings of the audience. Inftead of fuch a tedious procfefs, the

intrepid Lambert caft down his gaundet, and challenged to fingle combat the

falfe accufer of his own and his mother's fame. The challenge was accept-

ed J a champion arofe ; the lifts were opened ; and fuch was the goodnefs

' of his caufe, or the vigour of his arm, that the Marquis obtained an eafy

viftory in the judgment of God. Even this judgment was not refpedted by

the tyrant. Inftead of embracing his genuine brother, he loaded the con-

queror with irons, confifcated his dominions, and deprived him of his eyes

;

while the nobles of Italy, who fo often refifted the execution of the Jaws,

moft bafcly acquiefced in this aft of cruelty and injuftice. The unhappy

prince furvived his misfortune many years, but he was already dead to his

enemies and the world. In a civilized fociety, the mind is more powerful

' than the body ; and the influence of ftrength or dexterity is far lefs extenfive

than that of eloquence and wifJom. But among a people of barbarians, the

blind warrior, who is no longer capable of managing a horfe, or of wielding

a lance, muft be excluded from all the honours and offices of public life.

Such were the five defcents in the Bavarian line of the Counts of Lucca

and MarquifTes or Dukes of Tufcany. The fourth generation of the po-

flerity of Boniface coincides with the age of the Marquis Adalbert, who may

be ftyled the third of that name, if we can fafely rivet this intermediate link

of the genealogical chain. After a long hefitation and various trials, the

atlive curiofity of Leibnitz fubfided, in the opinion that Adalbert the Third,

the unqueftionable father of the Houfe of Efte and Brunfwick, was the fon of

the Marquis Guido, and the grandfon of Adalbert the Second : and that

his right of fucceflion to the Duchy of Tufcany, which had been fuperfeded

by his tender years, was finally loft in the calamity of his uncle. In a mind

confcious of its powers, and indulgent to its produdlions, this idea ftruck a

deep and permanent root. As an hiftorian, Leibnitz was acquainted with the

ftubborn charafter of fafts : as a critic, he was accuftomed to balance the

weight of teftimony : as a mathematician, he would not proftitute the name

of demonftration : but he affirmed that his opinion was probable in the

higheft fenfe ; and the philofopher could not patiendy tolerate a fceptic.

Thefc hiftorical enquiries he compared to the labour of an aftronomer, who

frames an hypothefis, fuch as can explain all the known phaenomena of the

heavens, and then exalts his hypothefis into truth, by expofing the errors of

every
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every other poffible fiippoficion. From the Library of Hanover, the difco-

very was tranfmitced to that of Modena, with an carncft defire of literary,

or atleaft ofpolitical union; and the pedigree of Adalbert the Third was ra-

tified by the confent of Leibnitz and Muratori. Yet in this dark and doubt-

ful ftep ofgenealogy, impartial criticifm may be allowed to paufe, and even

the filencc of a contemporary writer may incline the fcale againfl: many loofe

and floating atoms of modern conjeflure. The firft fifty years of the tenth

century are illuftrated by the labour and eloquence of Liutprand, bifliop of

Cremona, who expofes, with a free and often fatirical pen, the charadters

and vices of the times. He relates the death of Guido, and the fucceiTion

of Lambert, without infinuating that the former left any children, or that
•

the latter was appointed guardian of their minority. He deplores C!ie fate of

Lambert, without informing the reader of the efcape of his nephew ; by

what refources of flight or defence, of prayer or negociation, he efcaped the

cruelty of the tyrant, and lived to propagate the glories of his race. Tlie

Marquis Otbert, the undoubted fon of Adalbert the Third, is honourably

mentioned ; and it might be reafonably expefted, that fome hint fliould have

been given of his lineal defcent from the Tufcan princes, whofe names and

aftions had been already celebrated in the hifl:ory of Liutprand. Nor can

the order of time, that infallible touchftone of truth, be eafily reconciled

with the hypothefis of Leibnitz. Guido, Marquis of Tufcany, was the third

hufband of the inlatiate Marozia : her fecond was killed in the year nine

hundred and twenty-five ; and ten or twelve months mufl: be granted for the

fhorteft widowhood, the term of pregnancy, and the birth of her fon' Adal-

bert. No more than thirty-fix years after his birth, his fon, the Marquis

Otbert, appears in the world as a ftatefman and a patriot. Such a precipi-

tate fuccefllon, which crowds two generations into one, is repugnant to the

whole experience of ages : a fad (o ftrange and improbable could only be

forced on our belief by the abfolute power of pofitive and authentic evi-

dence.

In this enquiry, I (hould difdain to be influenced by any partial regard for the

interefl: or honour ofthe Houfe of Brunfwick : but I can refign, without a figh,

the hypothefis of Leibnitz, which might feem to exhibit the Nominal rather than

the natural anceftors of the fon of Guido. This doubtful expreffion is not

founded on the abfurd and malicious fable, that the two laft MarquiflTes of Tuf-

cany were ftolen, in their infancy, from an obfcure, and perhaps a plebeian

origin: Berta was their genuine mother i and their pedigree would not be

tainted
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tainted with fufpicion, if the right of the father could be afcertained with the

fame clearnefs and certainty. But in thefe barbarous times, the valour of the

men appears to have been maintained with more high and jealous care than the

chaftity ofthe women; and fuch was the peculiar infelicity of the Marquis Guido,

that his wife, his mother, and his two grandmothers, are all accufed, in their re--

fpeftive generations, of a flight, orfcandalous deviation from the line of virtue.
•

In the Pontifical Epiftles, the wife ofAdalbert I. is branded with the opprobrious

name of Adukerefs ; and without infilling on the Pope's infallibility, it may be

fairly urged, that as the charafter of a public robber was applied to the facri-

legious enemy of Rome, the vices of Rotilda muft have afforded fome ground

or colour for private reproach. The mother of Berta, the famous Valdrada,

long fiuftuated between the fl:ate of a wife and die Ihame of a concubine.

She might be innocent in the judgment of confcience and reafon ; but her

pretended marriage with Lothair, king of Lorraine, was repeatedly annulled

by the fentence of the Roman Pontiff. By an obftinate refiftance, her fame

might have been preferved : a falfe and fruitlefs penitence could only aggra-

vate her fm ; and flie became alike guilty in the eyes of the Church and of

the Public, when flie continued to dwell in the embraces of her lover, after

a lawful Queen had been reftored to the honours of his throne and bed.

The pleafures of Berta were fubfervient to her ambition ; and Adalbert the

Second appears to have been endowed with the patient virtues of a hufband.

By the liberal freedom with which fhe imparted to the nobles of Tufcany

every gift in her power to beftow, the Diitchefs fecured their grateful attach-

ment in the hour of danger ; and at the age of threefcore, fhe might be juftly

vain that her favours were precious, her lovers fond, her friends and clients

(lill mindful of their paft obligations. As the infidelity of Hermenegarda

could fully only the blood of another family, it is almoft needle fs to mention

that the daughter of Berta mofl faithfully copied the example of her mother.

But the fatirical eloquence of Liutprand is unable to paint the vices of Ma-

rozia, wife of the Marquis Guido: " From her early youth," (exclaims the

Bifhop,) " fhe had been inflamed by all the fires of Venus r and again and

" again did flie exa£t from her lovers the payment of their debts." Her

family was powerful at Rome : by the corruption of Marozia, of her

mother, and of her fifl:er, the Church and State were polluted and op-

prefled : their favourites, and their children, were fucceflTively promoted to

the throne of St. Peter; and in the fpiritual Babylon, the city of the Seven

Hills, a more inquificive age would have detefted the fcarlet whore of the

7 Revelations,
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Revelations. The fon of Marozia, the grandfon of Berta, and the great-

grandfon cf Rotilda, might be perplexed in the difcovery or the choice of

his true progenitors.

The hypothefis, that Adalbert III. was the fon of the Marquis Guide,

will not endure the teft of a critical enquiry : but I am difpofed to embrace

the general opinion of Leibnitz and Muratori, and to believe with them,

that the families of Efleand tJrunfwick are defcended from a younger branch

of the Houfe of Tufcany. A charter commemorates the name of Boniface,

fon ofAdalbert I., and brother of Adalbert II. : his cxiftence is certain ; his

marriage probable ; and, according to the cuftom of nations, the refpeft-

able name of a grandfather and uncle would be naturally repeated in the per-

fon of his fon. In the lafl: years of t]\e ninth century, we may fix the birth

of Adalbert III. who will ftand, in the correfponding degree, as the firll

coufin to the Marquis Guido : the order of nature will be reftored, and in

the fucceeding generation a fufRcient fpace will be left for the growth and ma-

turity of Otbert I. By this early feparation from the original ftem, we avoid

the more fcandalous vices of Berta and Marozia. The filence of Liutprand,

will no longer furprize or embarrafs the critic : Boniface and his fon Adalbert

the Third were neither the fovereigns nor the heirs of Tufcany : their pri-

vate fortunes were lefs fplendid, and more fecure, than thofe of the Mar-

quiffes, their elder kinfmen ; and their names, not confpicuous, perhaps, by

crimes or virtues, might efcape the memory or the pen of the general liif-

torian. As the objedtions diminifli, the prefumptive proofs of a connexion

between the Houfes of Tufcany and Efte leave a deeper impreffion on the

mind. The repetition of the name cf Adalbert has already been noticed as a

family featrre. In the kingdom, the name of Adalbert was lefs rare,

however, than the title of Marquis, of fuch recent ufe and fuch local appli-

cation, but which was uniformly ufed, from the tenth to the fifteenth cen-

tury, as their hereditary and proper ftyle, by the Princes of Efte. The mi-

litary governors, who commanded on the Alpine or Greek limits, do not

fuggeft any traces of conformity ; and our ignorance of the province which

was ruled by Adalbert III., and his immediate cefcendants, will be tempted

to believe, that the vague appellation of Marquis, which was common to

all, might be cherilhed by their vanity, as a perpetual attribute and memo-

rial of the long-loft dominion of Tufcany. But the circumftance of the

cleareft and moft fubftantial prefumption arifes from the rent-roll of their

ancient eftates, which were fpread over the heart of Tufcany, the counties

of
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of Lucca and Luna, and even the Ifle of Corfica, a remote dependance of

the government of Boniface II. Tradition has preferved the name and li-

mits of the Terra Obertenga, fo often cited in old charters as the lands of the

Marquis Otbert I.; and if he received them from his father, it will not be

difficult to fuppofe that they were originally granted to Boniface III., as the

portion or patrimony of a younger brother. The perfed and eafy coalition

of the Marquiflcs of Tufcany and Efte is refilled only by a fingle obftacle ;

and the refiftance is lefs infuperable than it may appear at the firft glance :

the former adhered to the law and nation of the Bavarians, whilft the nation

and law of the Lombards was profefied by the latter. But we muft not for-

cer that in the barbaric jurifprudence of Europe, a national character might

be either conveyed by defcent, or adopted by choice ; and that each family,

each individual, might feleftand renounce the name and inftitutions of thefe

political fefts. The Bavarians, a minute colony, were almoft invifible in

the mighty kingdom of the Lombards : their decreafmg numbers could not

fecure a regular fupply of judges and witnefles : an Italian prince would be

defirous of obliterating the remembrance of his foreign origin, and the

fmaller rivulets were gradually loft in the maftcr-ftream. Such a change of

law and nation is agreeable to reafon and praftice ; but in this particular in-

ftance, it may not be prefumed, it cannot be proved ; and the objedion mull

be allowed to counterbalance fome grains ofprobability in the oppofite fcale.

SECTION n.

A JUDICIOUS critic may approve the Tufcan defcent of the families

of Efte and Brunfwick ; but a fincere hiftorian will pronounce, that the

Marquis Adalbert is their firft unqueftionable anceftor ; that he flourilhed in

Lombardy or Tufcany in the beginning of the tenth century ; that his cha-

radler and aftions are buried in oblivion; and that his name and title alone

can be placed at the head of an illuftrious pedigree.

This pedigree is animated by his fon the Marquis Otbert I., and his life

is connefted with the revolutions of Italy. If the records of the times were

more numerous, they might confirm the probability of his defcent from the

Marquiffes of Tufcany, fince the earlieft date of his name and honours co-

incides with the fall of their opprefTors, and the firft year, or even month of

8 a new
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a new reign. The tyrant Hugh had fled beyond the Alps, loaded with the

cu-rfes and treafures of the Italians: his fon Lothair, a feeble youth, had

pafled away like a fliadovv, and after a vacancy of twenty-four days, the

Marquis Berengarius, grandfon to the Emperor of the fame name, was ex-

alted to the throne. A grant of four caftles was made to the Bidiop of Mo-
dena j and in the original deed of gift the new monarch is pleafed to declare,

that the advice and requeft of his trufliy and well- beloved the Marquis Ot-

bert had moved him to this adt of hberality or devotion. His power at

court may be afcribed to the recent merits of the eledlion ; and the advocate

on the behalf of others would not be mute or unfuccefsful in his own caufe.

Of the favours which he deceived, or of the fervices which he performed, I

am alike ignorant : but at the end of nine years, the counfellor and favourite

of Berengarius was transformed into a fugitive and a rebel, who efcaped to

the Saxon court, inflamed the ambition of Ocho, and foon returned

with an army of Germans, to dethrone a. fovereign, perhaps a benefaifbor,

of his own choice. His conduft appears, at the firft glance, to be

tainted with ingratitude and treafon ; and his guilt may be aggravated

by the reflexion, that he impofcd a foreign yoke on his country, and

prepared the long calamities of tyranny and faction. At the diftance of

eight centuries, I fliall not vindicate the pure and rigid patriotifm of

the father of the Houfe of Brunfwick. According to the experience

of human nature, we may calculate a hundred, nay a thoufand chances,

againft the public virtues of a ftatefman : the Marquis viewed the King

of Italy, firft as an equal, and afterwards as an enemy j and in the

loofe governments of the feudal fyftem, the duties of allegiance were

proudly violated by the members of an armed and lawlefs ariftocracy.

Yet our imperfeft view of the hiftory of the times will afford fomc

apology, and may allow fome praife for the flight and rebellion of Mar-

quis Otbert. I. The patriot who, in the caufe of political freedom, is

falfe to gratitude and honour, ofi'ends againft the natural feelings of

mankind; but if thofe feelings are violated by a tyrant, they applaud the

fword of the rebel, or even the dagger of the confpirator. Berengarius

was a bad fubject, and a worfe prince : and the moft oppofite vices were

reconciled in the diflTolute and flagitious character of his wife Villa.

From the revenge or juftice of his predeceffor, he had been faved by

the blind humanity of Lothair the fon of Hugh, who cherifhed the faithlefs

enemy of his crown and life. His fufpicious death was followed by the per-

voL. II. 4 p- fccutioa
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fecurion of his widow Adelais, the fifter of the King of Burgundy. At the

age of eighteen a beautiful and innocent Princefs was flripped of her land,

her jewels, and her apparel, expofed to the brutal repetition of blows and in-

fults, andcaft into a fubterraneous dungeon, where flie endured, above four

months, the lafh extremities of diftrefs and hunger. A pleafing and pa-

thetic tale might be formed of her miraculous efcape with a damfel and a

pried ; of their concealment among the rufhes of the Lake Benacus, where

they were fupported many days by the charity of a fifherman j and of her

refcue by a generous knight, who condufted the Princefs to his impregnable

fortrefsof Canoffa, and defied the vengeance of the King of Italy. The ro-

mance would conclude with the arrival of a nidtorious lover, a royal de-

liverer : the nuptials of Otho and Adelais were celebrated at Pavia, and her

Angular adventures were a prelude to the future glories of the Emprefs and

the Saint. The arms of Otho had been feconded by the revolt of the

Italians j but in this revolt the name of Otbert is not mentioned ; and we

ihould rather accufe than admire the patient loyalty of the Marquis. Be-

fore he renounced his obedience and gratitude, the unrepenting tyrant had

accomplifhed the meafure of his fins ; the Church and State, the rich and

the poor, were the indifcriminate vidlims of the cruelty and avarice of Be-

rengarius. a. In his firft viftorious expedition, the prudence or magnanimity

of Otho had declined the rigour of abfolute conqueft,- and was content to be

ftyled the Proteftor ofan injured nation. A proftrate'enemy was fpared and

forgiven : after waiting three days before the palace gates, Berengarius was

admitted to the royal prefence, and the golden fceptre of the kingdom of

Italy was again delivered to his hands. But he pronounced an oath of fide-

lity, a folemn engagement, that he would be ready, in council and in the

field, to obey the commands of his fovereign, and that he vvould govern his

people with more equity and mildnefs than he had hitherto difplayed. By

this unequal treaty, the right of Otho was eftablifhed, to judge and punifh the

crimes of his feudatory : the Marquis Otbert is no longer a rebel, who fo-

licits the aid of a foreign Prince, and all the vafials of Italy might lawfully

appeal from their immediate to their fupreme lord. 3. The appeal was urged

by the mod refpeftable deputies of the Church and State, and their voice

was the voice of the kingdom of Italy. The Roman Pontiff difpatched his

apoftolical legates to complain of the temporal and fpiricual wrongs which

St. Peter and St. Paul had long fufFered from the tyranny of Berengarius.

An Archbifhop of Milan ftood before the King of Germany, to deliver the

I fentiments
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fentlments of the opprclFcd clerg/. The iliujlyicus Marquis Otbert (I copy

the words of the hiftorian) fpoke in the name and in the caufe of his peers ;

and the powers of thefe ambafiadors were ratified by the fccret letters and

meffengers of ahnofl: all the Counts and Bidiops of Italy. 4. In the fecond,

as in the firfl expedition, Otho yielded to the call of juftice and freedom :

but i3 the palfes of the Trentinc Alps, his march was (topped a day and a

night by the feeniing oppofition of Hxty thoufand Italians. The fufpicions

of Berengarius iiad been appeafed by their ready obedience to his fummons

;

and in this martial aflembly they were the mafters of the throne and the re-

prefentJtives of the people. A temperate negociation was, however, pro-

pofed : the timely abdication of the father might have foftened tlieir hatred ;

and they had confented to acquiefce under the government of his fon Adal-

bert. The obftinate defpair of the old King provoked them to abjure his

name and family : they fneathed their fwords, and opened their gates : a

hundred banners waved round the royal ftanuard of Saxony : die deliverer

was faluted King of Italy, and he received the Iron Crown in the cathedral of

Milan. The Pope confirmed the revolution j and after a vacancy of

twenty-eight years, the title of Emperor of Romans was revived in the

perfon of Otho the Great. 5. The benefits or mifchiefs which might arife

from the union cf Italy and Germany could be decided only by experience }

nor could the forefight of the Marquis Otbert anticipate the experience of

three hundred years. It was enough for a mortal ftatefman to obey the

wifl-ses, and confult the happinefs, of the prefent generation, by placing in

the hands of wifdom and power the fccptre of the Itahan kingdom.

In one of the annual odes which ftill adorn or difgrace the birth-days ofour

Britifh King, the Laureat, with fome degree of courtly, and even poetic art,

has introduced the founder of the Brunfwick race :

" When Otbert left the Italian plain,

" And foftAtefte's green domain,

" Attendant on Imperial fway,

" Where Fame and Otho led the way,

" The Genius of the Julian Hills,

" (Whofe piny fummits nod with fnow,

" Whofe Naiads pour their thoufand rills,

" To fwell th' exulting Po,)

" An eager look prophetic caft,

" And hail'd the hero as he pafs'd."

4 p 2 15y
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By a lofcy prediiflion of fame and empire, this benevolent genius exalts the

. courage of the hero, and difplays the future greatnefs of his pofterity, from

the nuptials ofAzo, 'to the fuccefllon of Britifli kings :

" Proceed. Rejoice. Defcend the vale,

" And bid the future monarclis hail

!

*' Hail, all hail, the hero cried,

*' And Echo, on her airy tide,

" Purfu'd him, murmuring, down the mountain's fide."

I {hall not prefume to enquire whether fuch diftindl and diftant views of

futurity may not furpafs the prefcience of a mountain god : but I am com-

pelled to vindicate my own accuracy, by obferving fome geographical and

hiftorical errors of the mortal bard. The pofTeffions of Otbert were not fitu-

ate in the Venetian plain, but among the mountains of Tufcany j and we

fhall foon difcover, that the green domain of Efte, or Atefte, was acquired

by the marriage of his grandfon. In his attendance, " where Fame and

" Otho led the way," he would have pafled, not the Julian, but the Rhsetian

Alps ; he muft have followed the high road of Verona and Trent, the great

and cuftomary pafTage between Italy and Germany. The name of the Julian

Alps is confined to a low range of hills, foon bounded by the north eaftern

extremity of the Adriatic, and which oppofed, in the tenth century, a feeble

barrier to the inroads of the wild Hungarians. The ftreams which iffue from

thofe hills are loft in the fea, or intercepted by the neighbouring rivers ; and

of their thoufand rills, not a drop can be mingled with the waters of the.Po.

Even the motive and the date of the paflage of Otbert are wantonly cor-

rupted. The patriot, entrufted with the caufe of Italy, is degraded into an

adventurer, who leeks his fortune in the Emperor's fcrvice : and he bids an

everlafting farewell to the country which he was moft impatient to revifit and

deliver. The poet may deviate from the truth of hiftory, but every de-

viation ought to be compenfated by the fuperior beauties of fancy and

fiftion.

Among the followers of his triumphal car, the fervants of his fortune,

Otho could diftinguifh the patriot fugitives who had rifqued their lives and

cftates to aflfert his rights, and the freedom of Italy. The moft illuftrious of

thefe, the Marquis Otbert, was rewarded with riches and honours ; and

there is fome reafon to believe that his vague title was applied to the pro-

vince of Ligutia, which, according to the Roman geography, included the

cities
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cities of Milan and Genoa. But the defcendant of Adalbert I. might ad-

vance an equitable, though not a legal claim, to the Duchy of Tufcany : and

fome fufpicion will taint the pedigree of a favourite, who negleds to afk, or

fails to obtain, the reftitution of a patrimonial dignity. Our furprife will be

increafed and removed by the difcovcry of the fame facft. Hugh, King of

Italy, had granted the Tufcan Duchy, firft to his brother, and then to his

baftard ; it was inherited by the fon of that baftard ; and fucceeding monarchs,

the tyrant Berengarius, and the German Otho, refpefted the poircflion of

thefe fallen and unpopular princes. So ftrange an indulgence mufl: have

been founded on fome fecret, but powerful motive ; and the fame motive,

could it now be revealed, might explain either the modeft indifference, or the

unavailing requeft, of Otbert himfelf. But the Marquis (fhall I fay ?) of

Liguria was invefted with an office far more worthy of his abilities, and far

more expreffive of the royal confidence. The Count of the facred palace

was the prime minifter of the kingdom of Italy ; and it was obfcrved, in

claffic ftyle, that the Dukes, the Marquifles, and the Counts fubmitted to

die pre-eminence of his confular Fafccs. In an age, when every magiflrate

was a noble, and every noble was a foldier, the Count Palatine often afliimed

the command of armies ; but in his proper ftation, he reprefented the judi-

cial character of the Emperor, and pronounced a definitive fentence, as the

judge of all civil and criminal appeals. The city of Pavia, and the caftle of

Lomello, were his ordinary refidence : but he vifited the provinces in fre-

quent circuits, and all local or fubordlnate jurifdiftion was fufpended in his

prefence. This important office was exercifed above twelve years by the

Marquis Otbert : the public afts, the few that have efcaped, announce the

proceedings of his tribunal at Lucca, Verona, &c. ; and he continued to dc-

ferve and enjoy the favour of the Emperor. If, in the decline of life, the

laflitude of camps and courts had tempted him to feek a cool and inde-

pendent folicude, I Tnould praife the temper of the philofopher ; but the

firmefl minds are enflaved by the prejudices of the times, and the retreat of

Otbert was infpired by the bafeft fuperRition. Under the monaftic habit,

in a Benedi(5line abbey which he had richly endowed, the Marquis laboured

to expiate the fins of his fecular life. Pride and ambition are the vices of

ti.e world : humility is the firfi: virtue of a monk ; and the defcendant of

princes, the favourite of kings, the judge of nations, was conlpicuous

among his brethren in the daily labour of collecting and feeding the hogs of

the monaftery. His fanctity was applauded : but if he liftened to that ap-

plaufc,.
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^plaiifp, the penitent was entangled in a more fubtle fnare of the daemon of

vanity.

After the refignation of the Count Palatine, his office was given to favour

•or merit: but his patrimonial eft^tes were inherited by the Marquis Otbert,

-who can only be diftinguifhed by the epithet of the Second, from the fimilar

name and title of his father. The life of the fecond Otbert was tranquil or

cbfcure: he v.'as rich in lands, in vafials, and in four valiant fons, Azo,

Hugh, Adalbert, and Guido : but their valour embittered his old age, and

involved the family intreafon and difgrace. The reigns of the three Othos,

a period of forty years, had been a tranficnt feafon of profperity and peace.

"But on the failure of their dire6t line, the Germans maintained their right of

conqueft, the Italians revived the claim of independence, and both were

.p.mbitiou.s and refolute to eftabliili a king of their own nation and choice.

,
The princes and lords of Italy were all of barbaric origin ; but as it happens,

in the progrefs of nobility, the ftrangers of the fecond were defpifed by thofe of

the third or fourth generation : and the old fettle rs, who could boaft fome ages

of ufurpation, efleemed themfclves the ancient natives, the true proprietors of

the foil. In the hoftile diets of Mentz and Pavia, two hoftile kings were

elefted, Henry the Saxon, and Arduin the Lombard ; and they difputed the

Iron Crown in a civil, or rather a focial war, of ten years. The German

invaders were long checked, and fometimes defeated, in the pafles of the

Alps ; but their flrength and numbers finally prevailed. The fortunate

Henry obtained the title of Emperor, and afterwards of Saint -, Arduin was

degraded and faved by the monaftic habit : and his adherents were pardoned

'6r punifhed, according to the meafure of their guilt or power. Among

thcfe adherents, the firft to ereft the ftandard, and the lafb to bow the knee,

were the Marquis Otbert II., his four fons, and his grandfon Azo II., the

immediate founder of the lines of Brunfwick and Efte. The diftance of their

fields of battle may prove the extent of their influence, and the obftinacy of

their ftruggle; they made a vigorous ftand in the neighbourhood of Pavia,

they raifed a dangerous infurreftion at Rome, and they were vanquifhed and

made prifoners in the plains of Apulia. A jt;dicial aft recites their crimes,

and pronounces their condcmtiation. The fix Marquiffes were convifted,

by the law of the Lombards, of confpiring againfl the king's life : and fuch

confpiracy was punifhed, according to the fame law, with confifcation and

death. Their collateral offences, murder, rapine, and facrilcge, are the in-

evitable confeiiuences of civil war: but the violation of fome oath which had

bfen
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been extorted in the hour of diftrefs, expofed them to the more ignominious

reproach of treafon and perjury. Yet their lives were fpared by the cle-

mency of the pious Emperor : the portion of their lands which had been

dedicated to pious ufts, he could not reftore ; but he generoufly forgave

the ample forfeiture which had devolved to the (late : and when they re-

fumed their feats in the aflembly of the peers, they profefTed themfclves the

grateful and loyal fervants of their benefador.

But as the Saxon Henry left neither children nor kinfmen to inherit their

obedience and gratitude, the fons of Otbert II. ufed, or abufed their free-

dom, and again oppofed the eleftion of Conrad the Firft, emperor of the

Franconian line. In the hope of foreign aid they offered the iron

crown, and promifed the Roman Empire, to Robert king of France : and

the Marquis Hugo, the fecond brother, was intruded with this important

embafly : but the fon of Hugh Capet was of an inactive temper : his new

kingdom was unfetded ; and with his approbation, the Italian deputies trans-

ferred their offer to William of Aquitain, a vafTal not lefs powerful than his

fovereign. The Duke of Aquitain behaved on this momentous occafion

with a juft temperance of courage and difcretion. He accepted the crown

for his family, protefUng that under his reign Italy fhould enjoy fuch days as

ihe had never known. His foremoft troops were difpatched beyond the

Alps, and he vifited Rome under the pretence of a pilgrimage. But on a

nearer profpeft of the fcene, the Duke of Aquitain was fatisned that he

could neither encounter his antagonift, nor confide in his party. The tem-

poral peers were inclined to his caufe, but the Archbifliop of Milan, and

the moft important prelates, had been promoted by the Houfe of Saxony : •

they were fteady to the German intereft ; and William rejeded the fole effec-

tual meafure, that of filling their vacant feats widi his own ecclefiaftics. He
prudently withdrew from the unequal and ruinous conteft. In a farewell

cpiftle, he acknowledges the truth and conftancy of crze Italian lord, and this

fingular expreffion involves the fons of Otbert in the national reproach of

levity or faifehood. During his embaffy in France, the Marquis Hugo had

been preffed by the monks of Tours to reftore. fome abbey lands which he

had ufurped in the neighbourhood of Milan. At the didance'of fix hun-

dred years and fix hundred miles, that fuperltitious rebel was fubdued by the

apprehenfion of the vengeance of St. Marcin.

By fuch exploits the memory, or at leaft the names of the four fons ofOtbert

II. has been preferved from oblivion. Azo I. theeldeft brother, propagated the

race ;
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race ; and by his firft marriage with the niece of Hugo, Marquis of Tul<:any,

that cjiief acquired a rich patrimony, and a commanding influence in the

Venetian province. The charadler of Hugo, his power, and his long reign,

had given him a refpeftable place among the princes of the times : but the

title of Greai, the title of Alexander, Pompey, and Charlemagne, becomes

ridiculous when it is neceflary to an<, and difficult to find, the reafon of die

appellation. From the upper to the lower fea, his command extended over

the middle regions of Italy: with the right hegrafped the Duchy of Tuf-

cany, with the left that of Spoleto ; till on the voluntary or compulfive re-

agnation of the latter, he contrafled his domain within the limits of heredi-

tary fway. In the exercife of arms Hugo was ftrong and fortunate, and in

the fiege and chaftifement of Capua he appeared with dignity as the minifter

of imperial juflice ; but the fame fword might be turned againft his fove-

reign ; and Otho III. is faid to have betrayed a fecret fatisfaclion when death

delivered him from fo formidable a vafTal. Far different v/ere the feelings of

the clergy and people of Tufcany. The former bewailed an humble votary

and a liberal benefaitor ; a convent at Florence, in which his tomb lias been

longfhewn, is one of the I'even monafteries which he richly endowed widi

lands, flaves, and gold and filver plate, for the fervice of the altar. In the

opinion of the age thefe virtues were more pkafing in the eye of the deity,

than the juflice and humanity which he difplayed in his temporal adminiflra-

tion. The Marquis of Tufcany loved praife, and hated flattery : a nice

touchftone which difcriminates vanity from the love of fame. In the chafe,

on a march, he often rode away from his attendants ; vifited the cottages -,

converfed with the peafants and pafTengers, to whom his perfon was un-

known J queflioned them freely concerning the charafter and government of

their prince ; and enjoyed the fincere and fimple effufions of their gratitude

and veneration. The birth of Hugo may at once be filled bafe and illuf-

trious ; fince he was the doubtful offspring of the baftard fon of the King of

Italy of the fame name -, but his life was deemed of fuch importance to man-

kind, that the knowledge of its approaching term was communicated from

heaven to earth by a fpecial revelation. After his deceafe, the Dutchy of

Tufcany was delegated to a ftranger j but a female might fucceed to his pri-

vate eflates ; and his fifler had married Peter Candianus the Fourth, Doge

,
or Duke of Venice, of his name and family. In that early period of the

republic the magiftrates were arbitrary and feeble, and the cleclive Dukes

were alternately the tyrants and victims of a tumultuous democracy. By

lo - this
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this connection with the Tufcan Marquis, the pride of Candianiis was

elated : he aflumed the m?.nners of a feudal lord -, levied a body of Italians,

and infulted a free city with the arms and licentioufnefs of his mercenary

guard. A furious multitude encompafled his palace : the gates and the

foldiers refilled their aflault: they fired the adjacent houfes, and in the at-

tempt to efcape, the Duke and his infant fon were tranfpierced with a thoufind

wounds. Such fcenes were then frequent at Venice : they may reconcile our

minds to the filent and rigid order of the modern ariflocracy. The duties

of the widow of Peter Candianus were to revenge an hufband, and to edu-

cate a daughter of the fame name, as her own. The daughter, Valdrada,

became the wife of the Marquis Albert-Azo the Firfl: ; and it is apparent

from the date of the birth of their eldeft fon, Albert-Azo II. that thefe

nuptials were confummated in the lifetime, and approved by the confent of

a wealthy and childlefs uncle, who could only hope to live in the pofterity of

his niece.

The north- eaftern region of Italy, which began to be vivified by the

rlfing induflry and fplendour of Venice, extends from the fhores of the

Adriatic to the foot of the Alps. Had experience confirmed the prolific

virtues of the climate ; did the Venetian hens lay one or two eggs every

day; did the ewes drop their lambs twice or thrice in a year ; were

the women delivered of two or three infants at a birth, the land muft foon

be over-flocked and exhaufted. After tranfiacing the Greek fables into

fimple truth, we fhall ftill acknowledge one of the mod pleafant and plentiful

regions of Italy, a foil produftive of grafs, corn and vines, a generous breed

of horfes, and innumerable flocks of fheep, more precious by the fincnefs

of their wool. Padua, the firft of the fifty cities of Venetia, had been To

often trampled by the pafl"age of the barbarians, that few vcfiiges remained

of the ancient fplendour, which, in the tide of human affairs, flie afterwards

recovered and furpafled. Fifteen miles to the fouth of Paduj, Albert-Azo

the Firft fixed his permanent and principal feat, in the caftle and town of

Atefte, or Efie, formerly a Roman colony of fome note : and by an harm-

lefs anticipation v,^e may apply to his defcendants the title of Marquis of

Efte ; which they did not however afi"ume till the end of the twelfth cen-

tury. From Efte their new eftates, the inheritance of Hugo the Great,

extended to the Adege, the Po, and the Mincius. Their farms and catde

were fcattered over the plain : many of the heights, Montagnana, Monfe-

lice, &c. were occupied by their forts and garrifons j and they poflefled a

VOL. II. ,4 0^ valuable
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valuable traft of marfli land, the illand (as it may be ftyled) of Rovigo,

,

which almoft reaches to the gates of Ferrara. The firft ftep in the emigra^

tions ofthe family was from the neighbourhood of the Tufcan, to that of the

Adriatic lea.

The name and charader of the Marquis, Albert-Azo the Second, (lilne

confpicuous through the gloom of the eleventh century. The moft re-

markable features in the portrait are, i. His Ligurian marquifate. 2. His

riches, 3. His long life. 4. His marriages. 5. His rank of nobility in

the public opinion. The glory of his dcfcendants is reflected on the

founder ; and Azo II. claims our attention as the ftem of the two great

branches of the pedigree ; as the common father of the Italian and German

princes of the kindred lines of Efte and Brunfwick,

I. The fair conjecture that the two Otberts, the father and fon, com*-

manded at Milan and Genoa with the title and office of Marquis, acquires a

new degree of probability for Azo I. and afcends to the level of hiftoric

truth in the perfon of Azo II. Before the middle of the eleventh century

the ruins of Genoa had been rcftored; its. aftive inhabitants excelled in the

arts of navigation and trade : their arms had been felt on the African coaft,

and their credit was eftabliflied in the ports of Egypt and Greece. Their

riches increafed with their induftry, and their liberty with their riches. Yet

they continued to obey, oi" at leaft to revere, the majefty of the emperors.

In an aft, as it fliould feem of the year one thoufand and forty-eight, the

Marquis Albert-Azo prefides at Genoa in a court of juftice, and his alTeflbrs,

the magillrates of the city, are proud to ftyle themfelves the confuls and

judges of the facred palace. The royal dignity of Pavia was gradually

eciipfed by the wealth and populoufnefs of Milan, the firft of tlie Italian

cities that dared to ereft the ftandard of independence. The government

of Milan was divided between the two reprefentatives of St. Ambrofe and

of Csfar. The veneration of the flock for the fliepherd was fortified by the

temporal ftate and privileges of the archbilhop, and his annual revenue of

fourfcore thoufand pieces of gold fupplied aii ample fund for benevolence or

luxury. The civil and military powers were exercifed by the Duke or Mar-

quis of Milan (for thefe titles were promifcuoufly ufed), and the voice of

tradition is clear and poficive that this hereditary office was veflicd in the

anceftors of the houfe of Efl:e.. Some of the prerogatives which they af-

ftimed are expreffive of the rigour of the feudal fyllem ; they were the heirs

of all who died childleis and inteftate, and a fine was paid on the birth of

4 each
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each infant who defeated their claim : their officers levied a tax on ti;e

markets, and their minute inquifition exacted the firfl: loaf of bread from

each oven, and the firfl: log of wood from" every cart-load that entered the

gates. Tetanoid hiftorian, more forcibly affeded with the calamities of his

own days, deplores the long lofl: felicity of their golden age, which hr.d

been equally praifcd by the bleflings of the feeble and the curfes of the

ftrong. They drew their fwords for the fervice of the prince and people,

but their reign was diftinguilhed by long intervals of profperity and peace.

The diftant pofieffions and various avocations of the Duke or IVIarquis often

diverted him from the exercife of this municipal trull : his powers were

devolved on the vifcounts and captains of Milan ; thefe fubordinate tyrants

formed an alliance, or rather confpiracy, with the vahajjors, or nobles of

the firfl clafs ; and the people was afBifted by the difcord or the union of

a lawlefs oligarchy. A private infult exafpcrated the patience of the ple-

beians : they rofe in arms, and their numbers and fury prevailed in the

bloody contell. The captains and nobles retired ; but they retired with a

fpirit of revenge ; collefted their vaflals and peafants of the adjacent coun-

try ; encompaffed the city with a circumvallation of fix fortrefles, and in a

fieo-e or blockade of three years reduced the inhabitants to the lad extremes

of famine and diftrefs. By the interpofition of the Emperor and the Arch-

bifnop the peace of Milan was reftored : the fadions were reconciled : they

wifely refufed a garrifon of four thoufand Germans ; but they acquiefced in

the civil government of the empire. The Marquis again afcended his tri-

bunal, and that Marquis is Albert-Azo the Second. A judicial aft of the

year one thoufand and forty- five atteflrs his title and jurifdiftion; and as die

reprefentative of the Emperor, he impofes a fine of a thoufand pieces of

sold. The progrefs of Italian liberty reduced his office to the empty name

of Marquis of Liguria, and fuch he is fl;yled by the hifl:orians of the age.

In the next century, his grandfon, Obizo I. is invellcd by the Emperor

Frederic I. with the honours of Marquis of Milan and Genoa, as his grand-

father Azo held them of the empire ; but this fplendid grant commemorates

the"dignity, without reviving the power, of the Houfe of Ede.

2. Like one of his Tufcan anceftors, Azo the Second was diflinguinied

among the princes of Italy by die epithet of the Rich. The particulars of

his rent-roll cannot now be afcertained : an occafional, though authentic

deed of inveiliture, enumerates eighty- three fiefs or manors which he held

of die eivipire in Lombardy ar.d Tufcany, from the marquifate of Efte to

4 CL 2 die

6i7
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the county of Luni : but to thefe poflefllons mud be added the lands which

he enjoyed as the vaflal of the church, the ancient patrimony of Otbert (the

Terra Obertenga) in the counties of Arezzo, Pifa, and Lucca, and the

marriage portion of his tirft wife, which, according to the various readings

of the manufcripts, may be computed either at twenty, or at two hundred

thoufand EngliQi acres. If fuch a mafs of landed property were now accu-

mulated on the head of an Italian nobleman, the annnal revenue might fa-

tisfy the largeft demands of private luxury or avarice, and the fortunate

owner would be rich in the improvement of agriculture, the manufadures

of induftry, the refinement of tafte, and the extent of commerce. But the

barbarifm of the eleventh century diminifhed the income, and aggravated

the expence, of the Marquis of Efte. In a long feries of war and anarchy,

man and the works of man had been fwept away ; and the introdudlion of

each ferocious and idle flranger had been over-balanced by the lofs of five or

fix perhaps of the peaceful induftrious natives. The mifchievous growth

of vegetation, the frequent inundations of the rivers, were no longer

checked by the vigilance of labour ; the face of the country was again co-

vered with forefts and morafTes ; of the vaft domains which acknowledged

> Azo for their lord, the far greater part was abandoned to the wild beads of

the field, and a much fmaller portion was reduced to the ftate of conftant

and productive hufbandry. An adequate rent may be obtained from the

fkill and fubftance of a free tenant, who fertilizes a grateful foil, and enjoys

the fecurity and benefit of a long leafe. But faint is the hope, and fcanty

is the produce of thofe harvefts, which are raifed by the relu<5tant toil of

peafants and flaves, condemned to a bare fubfiftence, and carelefs of the

interefls of a rapacious mafter. If his granaries are full, his purfe is empty

;

and the want of cities or commerce, the difficulty of finding or reaching a

market, obliges him to confume on the fpot a part of his ufelcfs flock,

which cannot be exchanged for merchandize or money. The member of a

well-regulated fociety is defended from private wrongs by the laws, and

from public injuries by the arms of the flate ; and the tax which he

pays is a jufl equivalent for the proteftion which he receives. But the guard

of his life, his honour, and his fortune was abandoned to the private fword

-1 of a feudal chief j and if his own temper had been inclined to moderation

and patience, the public contempt would have roufed him to deeds of vio-

lence and revenge. The entertainment of his vafTals and foldiers, their pay

and rewards, their arms and horfes, furpafTed the meafure of the mofl op-

prefTive
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prefTive tribute, and the deftniftion wliich he inflided on his neighbours was
often retaliated on his own lands. Tlie coftly elegance of palaces and gar-

dens was fuperfeded by the laborious and cxpenfive conftruftion of ftrong

caftles, on tlie fummits of the moft inaccefllble rocks; and fonic of tlicle,

like the fortrefs of CanofTu in the Appenine, were built and provided to

fuftain a three years fiege againft a royal army. But his defence in this

world was lefs burthenfome to a wealthy lord than his falvation in the next

:

the demands of his chapel, his priefts, his alms, his offerings, his pilgra-

mages, were incefTantly renewed -, the monaftery chofcn for his fcpulchrc

was endowed with his faircft poffefTions, and the naked heir might often .

complain, that his father's fins had been redeemed at too high a price. The
Marquis Azo was not exempt from the contagion of the times : his devotion

was amufed and inflamed by the frequent miracles which were performed in

his prefence ; and the monks of Vangadizza, who yielded to his requeft the

arm of a dead faint, were ignorant of the value of that incftimable jewel.

After fatisfying the demands of war and fuperftition, he might appropriate

the reft of his revenue to ufe and pleafure. But the Italians of the eleventh

century were imperfe<5lly fkilled in the liberal and mechanic arts : the objefts

of foreign luxury were furnifhed at an exorbitant price by the merchants of

Pifa and Venice ; and the fuperfluous wealth, which could not purchafe the

real comforts of life, was idly wafted on fome rare occafions of vanity and

pomp. Such were the nuptials of Boniface, Duke or Marquis of Tufcany,

whofe family was long afterwards united with that of Azo, by the marriage

of their children. Thefe nuptials were celebrated on the banks of the Min-

cius, which the fancy of Virgil has decorated with a more beautiful picfture.

The princes and people of Italy were invited to the feaft, which continued

three months : the fertile meadows, which are interfefted by the flow and

winding courfe of the river, were covered with innumerable tents, and the

bridegroom difplayed and diverfified the fcenes of his proud and taftclefs

magnificence. All the utenfils of fervice were of filver, and his horles were

Ihod with plates of the fame metal, loofely nailed, and carelefsly dropped,

to indicate his contempt of riches. An image of plenty and profufion was

exprefled in the banquet : the moft delicious wines were drawn in buckets

from the well ; and the fpices of the Eaft were ground in water-mills like

common flour. The dramatic and mufical arts were in the rudcft ftate ; but

the Marquis had fummoned the moft popular fingers, harpers, and buiFoons,

to exercife their talents on this fplendid theatre. Their exhibitions were ap-

3 plauded.
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jiiaiided, and they applauded the liberality of their patron. After this

feftival, I might remark a fingular gift of the fame Boniface to the Emperor

Henry III., a chariot and oxen of folid filver, which were defigned only as

a vehicle for a hogfhead of vinegar. If fuch an example fhould feem above

the imitation of A20 himfelf, the Marquis of Efte was at leaft fuperior in

v/ealth and dignity to the vaflals of his compeer. One of thefe vaiTalSj the

Vifcount of MantU3, prefented the German monarch with one hundred

falcons, and one hundred bay horfes, a grateful contribution to the pieafures

of a royal fportfman. In that age, the proud diftindtion between tlie nobles

and pftKcej of Italy was guarded with jealous ceremony : the Vifcount of

Mantua had never been feated at the table of his immediate lord : he yielded

to the invitation of the Emperor ; and a flag's fkin, filled with pieces of

geld, was gracioufly accepted by the Marquis of Tufcany as the fine of his

prefumption.

3. The temporal felicity of Azo was crowned by the long pofleiTion of

honours and riches : he died in the year one thoufand and ninety-feven, aged

upwards of an hundred years ; and tlie term of his mortal exiftence was

almoft commenlurate with the lapfe of the eleventh century. The cha-

racter, as well as the fituation of the Marquis of Efte, rendered him an

aftor in the revolutions of that memorable period : but time has cafl a veil

over the virtues and vices of the man, and I muft be content to mark fome

of the sras, the mile-flones of liis life, which meafure the extent and inter-

vals of the vacant way. Albert-Azo the Second was no more than fcven-

teen when he firft drew the fword of rebellion or patriotifm, when he was

involved with his grand-father, his father, and his three uncles, in a common
profcription. In the vigour of manhood, about his fiftieth year, the Ligu-

rian Marquis governed the cities of Milan and Genoa, as the minifter of

Imperial authority. He was upwards of feventy when he palTed the Alps to

vindicate the inheritance of Maine for the children of his fecond marriage.

He became the friend and fervant of Gregory VII., and in one of his epif-

tles, that ambitious pontiff recommends the Marquis Azo as the moft

faithful and beft beloved of the Italian princes ; as the proper channel

through which a king of Elungary might convey his petitions to the apoftoiic

throne. In the mighty conteft between the crown and the mitre, the Mar-

quis Azo and the Countefs Matilda led the powers of Italy, and when the

itandard of St. Peter was difplayed, neither the age of the one, nor the fex

of :the other, could detain them flrom the field. Vl/ith thefe twoafteilionate

clients
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clients the Pope maintained his ftation in the fortrcfi of Canoda, while ths

Emperor, barefoot on the frozen ground, faded and prayed three days at

the foot of the rock
:

they were witnefTes to the abjefb ceremony of the

penance and pardon of Plenry IV. ; and in the triumph of the church, a

j)atriot might forefee the deliverance of Italy from the German yoke. At
the time of this event the JMarquis of Efte was above fourfcore j but in the

twenty following years he was ftill alive and active amidfl: the revolutions of

peace and war. The laft adl which he fubfcribed is dated above a century

after his birth j and in that adl die venerable chief poflefTes the command of

his faculties, his family, and his fortune. In this rare prerogative of lon-

gevity Albert-Azo II. itands alone ; nor can I recolledl in the authentic znmk
of mortality a fingle example of a king or prince, of a ftatefman or general,

of a philofopher or poet, whofe life has been extended beyond the period

of an hundred years. Nor fhould this obfervation, which isjullified by uni-

verfal experience, be thought eitlier flrange or furprifing. . It has be?n

found, that of twenty-four thoufand new-born infants, {even only will fur-

vive to attain that diftant term ; and much fmaller is the proportion of thofe

who will be raifed by fortune or genius, to govern or afflift, or enlighten,

their age or country. The chance that the fame individual flioulddraw the

two great prizes in the lottery of life, will not eafily bs defined by the

powers of calculation. Three approximations, which will not haftily be

matched, have diftinguifhed the prefent century, Aurungzeb, Cardinal Fleury,.

and Fontenelle. Had a fortnight more been given to the philofopher, he

might have celebrated his fecular feftiva! ; but the lives aad labours of the

Mogul king and the French minifter were terminated before they had ac-

eomplifhed their ninetieth year, A ftrong conftitudon may be the gift of

Nature ; but the few who furvive their contemporaries muft have been fupe-

rior to the paffions and appetires which urge the fpeedy decay and diflblution

of the mind and body. The Marquis of Efte may be prefumed, from his

riches and longevity, to have underllood the oeconomy of health aad

fortune.

4: I remember a Perfian tale of three old men, who were fucceffively

queftioned by a traveller as he met them on the road. The youngeft bro-

ther, under the load of a wife and a numerous family, was finking into the

grave before his time. The fecond, though much older, was far lefs infirm

and decrepid : he had been left a widower and without children. But the

laft and eldelt of the three brothers ftUl prcXerved, at an incredible age,

the-
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the vigour and vivacity of the autumnal feafon : he had always preferred ahfc

of celibacy. The enjoyment q( domeftic freedom could not however con-

tribute to the longevity of the Marquis Azo : he married three wives ; he

educated three fons; and it is doubtful whether. chance or prudence delayed

his firft nuptialstill he had at lead accomplifhed the fortieth year of his age.

Tlicfe nuptials were contrafted with Cuniza, or Cunegonda, a German maid,

whofe anceftors, by their nobihty and riches, were diftingviifhed among the

Suabian and Bavarian chiefs ; whofe brother was invefted by the Emperor

Henry III. with the Dutchy of Carinthia, and the Marquifat-e of Verona,

on the confines of the Venetian poffeirions of the Houfe of Efte. The

marriage of Azo and Cunegonda was produftive of a fon, who received at

his baptifm the name of Guelph, to revive and perpetuate the memory of

his uncle, his grandfather, and his firft progenitors, on the maternal fide,

I have already defined the ample domain which was given as a marriage-

portion to the daughter of the Guelphs : but on the failure of heirs male,

her fortunate fon inherited the patrimonial efliates of the family, obtained

the dukedom of Bavaria, and became the founder of the eldeft, or German

branch, of the Houfe of Efte, from which the Dukes of Brunfwick, the

EletStors of Hanover, and the Kings of Great Britain, are lineally de-

fcended. After the deceafe of Cunegonda, who muft have departed this

life in the flower of her age, the Marquis of Efte folicited a fecond alliance

beyond the Alps : but his delicacy no longer infifted on the choice of a vir-

gin ; the widower was contented with a widow j and he excufed the ambi-

guous ftain which might adhere to his bride by a divorce from her firft huf-

band. Her name was Garfenda, the daughter, and at length the heirefs of

the Counts of Main. She became the mother of two fons, Hugo and

Fulk, and the younger of thefe is the acknowledged parent of the Dukes

of Ferrara and Modena. The fame liberal fortune which had crowned the

-offspring of the firft, feemed to attend the children of the fccond nuptials

of the Marquis Azo : but their fortune was hollow and fallacious, and after

the lofs of their Gallic inheritance, the fons of Garfenda reludlantly acqui-

efced in fome fragments of their Italian patrimony. Matilda, the third

wife of Azo, was another widow of noble birch, fince (he was his own

coufin in the fourth degree ; but this confanguinity provoked the ftern and

impartial juftice of Gregory VII. His friend was fummoned to appear

before a fynod at Rome : the inflexible prieft pronounced a fentence of

divorce, and whatfoever idea may be formed of the Marquis's vigour, at

the
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tlie age of feventy-eight, he might fubmir, without much effort, to the ca-

nons of the church. Befides his three fons, Azo had a daughter named
Adelais, who was educated in the family of the Countefs Matilda. But

the damfel is only mentioned to atteft the miraculous virtue of Anfclm Bi/hop

of Lucca : Ihe was relieved in tiie night from a violent fit of the cholic, by

the local application of a pillow, on which the Saint had formerly repofed

his head.

V. A wealthy Marquis of the eleventh century muft have commanded a

proud hereditary rank in civil fociety. In the judgment of the Pope, the

Emperor, and the Public, Albert-Azo was diftinguifhed among the princes,

and the firfl: princes, of the kingdom of Italy. His double alliance in Ger-

many and France may prove how much he was known and efteemed amon»
foreign nations ; and he ftrengthened his political importance by a domeftic

union with the conquerors of Apulia and Sicily. I (hall not repeat the

ftory of the Norman adventurers, nor (hall I again delineate the cha-

ni(5ter and exploits of Robert Guifcard, which, to the readers of the

Hiftory of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, are fufficiently

familiar. But as Duke Robert had four daughters, the choice of his

other three fons-in-law may ferve as a tefl, a touchftone, of the com-
parative weight and value of the Houfe of Efte. Michael, Emperor of the

Greeks, was the firft name in the Chriftian world. Raymond, Count of

Barcelona, was the independent Ibvereign of a warlike people j and the

meaneft of the three, a French Baron, of military renown, was the coufin

of the Kings of France and Jerufalem, the brother-in-law of the Kino- of

Navarre and Arragon. Such were three of the fons, by alliance, of the

Norman conqueror, who had previoufly rejefted a propofal for the eldeft fon

of the Emperor Henry IV. : the marriage of a fourth daughter will be mod
accurately reprefented in the words of the Apulian poet : " While the hero

" refided within the walls of the Trojan city, he received the vifit of a ccr-

" tain noble Lombard Marquis, accompanied by many nobles of his coun-

" try. Azo was his name. The object of his journey was to requefl that

" the Duke's daughter miglit be granted as a wife to Hugo, his ilhijirious

" fon. The Duke convened an affembly of his chiefs, and with their con-

" fent and advice, the daugiiter of Robert was delivered to tlie fon of Azo.
" The nuptial rites were folemnized in due form, and the feftival was cele-

" brated with gifts and banquets. After the confummation of the marriage,

« the Duke folicited his Counts and powerful vaflals to bellow a free gift,

VOL. II. 4 R " which
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'• which might grace the joyful departure of the bride and bridegroomj and

" hi enforced his demand, by reminding them that no fiibfidy whatfoever

" had been given to her fifter, the Greek Emprefs. The demand of a tri-

« bute was entertained with a murmur of furprife and difcontentj but all

" oppofition was fruitlefs, and they prefented their fovereign with mules and

*' horfes, and various offerings, lie beftowed them on the hulband of hij

" daughter, with an addition from his own treafures : a Picet was prepared^

" and both the father and fon were tranfported with great honour to their

" native fhores." This evidence of a contemporary poet, or rather hif-

torian, who had no temptation to flatter the Princes of Efte, would alone

be' fufficient to eftablilh the nobility and fplendour of tlieir family, the

family of Brunfwick, beyond the diftant term of feven hundred years. If

the Marquis Azo were the firft of his race whofe name and memory had

been preferved, we might acquiefce in our ignorance, with a juft perfuafion

of the dignity and power of his unknown anceftors. Of thefe illullrious an-

ceftors, the zeal and diligence of Leibnitz and Muratori have difcovered

four probable, and four certain degrees. After the examination of their

proofs, a fcrupulous critic may fufpeft, that in deriving the Marquiffes of

Efte from thofe of Tufcany, " the afcent of reafon has been aided by the

••' wings of imagination ;" but he muft confefs, that fmce the beginning of

the tenth century, the feries of generations flows in a clear and unbrokea

ftream.

SECTION III.

The eldcft of the three fons of the Marquis Azo, the fortunate Guelph,

was tranfplanted from his native foil, to become the root of the German,

and, in the fuUnefs of time, of the Britifli line, of the family of Elte. By

his two younger brothers, Hugo and Fulk, the Italian fuccelTion was propa-

gated : but the race of Hugo expired in tlie fecond degree ; the pollerity of

Fulk ftill furvives in the twentieth generation. The anceflors of Guelph, oa

the father's and the mother's fide, and the feries of his defendants in Ba-

varia and Saxony, form the antiquities of the Houfe of Brunfwick, and the

proper fubje(fl of this hlftorical difcourfe : but our curiofity will naturally em-

brace the collateral branch of the Princes of Efte, Ferrara, and Modena,

4 who
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who have not been unworthy of their firft progenitors, and more powerful

kinfmen. Without confining myfelf to the rigid fervitude of annals, with-

out refting on every ftep of a long pedigree, I fliall concifcly difplay the

moft interefting fcenes of their various fortunes.

As the right of female fucceffion began to prevail in the feudal fyfteni of

France, Garfenda, the fecond wife of Azo, might claim the dutchy or county

of Maine, which had been fucceffively poflefled by her father, her brother,

and her nephew. Her pretenfions were legitimate -, but the heirefs of Maine,

had been married into a diftant land : her arms were feeble, her vaflals fac-

tious, her neighbours unjuft. William Duke of Normandy, a famous

name, was tempted by the profpedt of a fertile and adjacent territory : he

muttered fome pretence of a gift or alliance : but ambition was his only

motive, and his only title was fuperior ftrength. Four years the Cenomani,

the people ofMaine, reludtantly bovv^ed under his iron fceptre ; but after t!ie

forces of Normandy had been tranfported beyond the fea, they were en-

couraged by the abfence, rather than awed by the fuccefs and glory of the

conqueror of England. They folicited the Marquis of Liguriato alTert the

rights of his wife and fon. Azo liftened to their call : after. di6 fexpulfion or

maflacre of the Normans, the cities and caftles were delivered into his

hands, the Bifhop efcaped to the Enghfh court, and his new fubjecbs ad-

mired the riches and liberality of their deliverer. But in a fliort time the

reign of a llranger became odious and contemptible to the haughty Franks

:

they difcovered that his treafures were exhaufted ; he perceived that their

faith was wavering ; and Azo fondily imagined that all difcontcnts would

be appeafed, and that all parties would be reconciled by his own departure.

In the vain hope that the Cenomani would be attached to the daughter and

the heir of their ancient princes, he left Garfenda and her infant Hugo under

the care of a powerful baron, the guardian of his fon, and the hufband, as it

were, of his wife. But this fufpicious or Ic.indalous conneiflion provoked

the indignation of the people ; the young Prince was difmijled to Italy -,

Garfenda difappears ; and the county of Maine was torn by domeftic feuds,

till the prefence of the conqueror united his rebels in the calm of fervitude.

Azo ftill retained a bitter remembrance of his lofs and difgrace j and his

enemy the Bifhop, on a pilgrimage to Rome, was arrefled by the revenge,

and releafed by the piety, ofthe Ligurian Marquis. The death of King Wil-

liam, and the difcord of his fons, revived the fpirit ofthe Cenomani, and their

deputies invited the fons ofAzo to refiime the peaceful pofTefTion of their

4 R 2 lawful
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lawful inheritance. Hugo again pafled the Alps ; but the firft acclamation*

again degenerated into the murmurs of the people, and the anathemas of the

clergy. The new Count was deftitute of every refource that could reward

the lervice, engage the efteem, or enforce the obedience, of his turbulent

vaflals. The honour of his alliance with the daughter of Robert Guifcard

had been foon obliterated by the fliame and fcandal of a divorce -, his coun-

trymen expofed him, with pleafure, to the toils and dangers of a tranfalpine

reign j and the warlike natives of Gaul defpifed the effeminate manners of

an Italian lord. His fears were encreafed, and his flight was haftened, by

the artful eloquence of a rival, who infinuated that his mild and moderate

temper was ill formed to ftruggle with the furious pafllons of the Barbarians.

The fon of Garfenda trembled at the approach or the found of an hundred

thoufand Normans, fold his patrimony for a fum of ten thoufand pounds,

and efcaped to Italy, where he foon lofl: a battle and an army, in the fervice

of the Countefs Matilda. A writer of the times, who has preferved the

memory of this ignominious event, contrails the treafon or cowardice of the

man with the nobility of his race. I mull retraft the aflertion, that all the

Princes of Efte have been worthy of their name and anceftry : Hugo is an

exception ; but in the fpace of feven hundred years Hugo is a fingle ex-

ception.

After the deceafe of his father A20, the ftar of the Houfe of Efte appears

" (home of its beams;" their riches and power are vifibly diminilhed; and

the MarquiJJes of that name no longer ftand foremoft in the revolutions of

Italy. In the annals of the twelfth centt^ry their aflions are feldom recorded '-

and as this oblivion coincides with the encreafing light of hiftory, we muft

feek the probable caufes in the divifion of their property, and the afcendant

of the municipal republics. i. After the acquifition of the Duchy, or

rather kingdom of Bavaria, Guelph, the fon ofAzo, might have generoufly

waved the right of primogeniture, and refigned to his younger brothers the

Italian eftates of the family, as an equivalent for the lofs of their Gallic in-

heritance. But fuch generofity is feldom found in the felfifti conduft of

Princes or brothers ; and inftead of offering, or accepting, an equal and

equitable partition, he claimed as his own the entire property of their com-

mon parent. If Guelph were an hypocrite, he might colour his avarice by

a pious attachment to the relics of his fathers : and a demand, fb repugnant

to the maxims of natural juftice, fecms, however, to have been fupported

by the matrimonial contract of his mother Cunegonda^ which had left no

10 provifion
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provlfion for the children of a fccond marriage. In that lawlefs age, a civil

procefs was decided by the fword. Hugo and Fulk had the advantage of

aftual pofleffion and perfonal influence, and the latter of thefe princes was

the heir, the fole heir, of the courage of their anceftors: they armed their

vaflals, occupied the pafles of the Alps, and oppofed the defcent of the Duke

of Bavaria, though he was affifted by the allied powers of the Duke of Ca-

rinthia and the Patriarch of Aquileia. The fons of Garfenda yielded, at

length, to the weight of numbers j but their refiftance procured more fa-

vourable conditions. They preferved a rich domain, from the banks of the

Mincius to the Adriatic fea ; they refigned the ample efl:ates of Lombardy

and Tufcany to their elder kinfmen, the German Guclphs, and their fuprctiie

dominion was acknowledged by the Marquifles of Efte, till the yoke was

lightened and removed by time and diftance, and the rapid downfall of Henry

the Lion. The law of the Lombards, which was ftill profefTed in the Italian

branch, difclaimed all right of primogeniture, and the portion of Hugo and

Fulk was again divided into equal lots among their eight fons. In the be-

ginning of the thirteenth century, thefe collateral lines were indeed united

in the perfon of Azo VI., the great-grandfon of Fulk ; but he was far from

uniting the whole inheritance of his anceftors. Many feudal poftefTions had

devolved on the failure of heirs male to the fuperior lord : many allodial"

eftates had been conveyed, by marriage, into ftrange families. Much

wealth had been confumed, much land had been alienated, to fupply the

cxpence of luxury and war : and of all that had been confecrated to pious

ufes, not an atom could revert to the temporal fucceflbr. 2. As I am not

writing the hiftory of Italy, I fliall not here attempt to delineate the rife and

progrefs of the republics, which revived in that country the fpirit of popular

freedom and commercial induftry. Their revolt againft the Csefars of Ger-

many was embraced as a national caufe : in the fuccefsful war againft Frede-

ric BarbarofTa, their independence was maintained by the authority of the

church, and the arms of the nobles ; and among the nobles, the MarquiflTes

of Efte were ftill confpicuous in their decay. Obizo the youngeft, but the

laft furvivor of the five fons of Fulk, appeared at the congrefs of Venice a. D. 1177.

with a retinue of an hundred and eighty followers: he had been engaged in

the league of Lombardy ; and fuch was his patriotic guilt, that when the Em-
peror had yielded every thing in the peace of Conftance, the pardon of the

Marquis Obizo was one of the laft afts of his clemency. As we may not A, D. 1183.

fufpect thefe feudal- lords of any tender regard for the liberties of mankind,

it
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it may be fairly fuppofed that they acted from the paffion or the Intereft of

the moment, without difcerning that they them.felves would be trampled un-

der the feet of the plebeian conquerors. Their pride was infulted, and their

poverty was expo fed, by the private and public luxury of trade ; their fub-

je6ls of the open country were encouraged to rebel, or tempted to deferti

and as foon as the prejudice of rank had been diflblved, the fcale of power

was rudely weighed down by the laft and nioft numerous clafs of fociety.

Even the inhabitants of Efte, his peculiar patrimony, prefumed to difpute

thejurifdidion of the Marquis: and at the diftance of fifteen miles, they

found an example and a fupport in the populous city of Padua, which was

able to levy an army, and to fupport a lofs of eleven thoufand of her fons.

The inftitution of the univerfity muft have contributed to the wealth, and

perhaps the improvement, of Padua : from the provinces of Italy, from the

kingdoms of France, Spain, and England, many thoufand ftudents were

annually attrafted by the reputation of the various profefTors ; and more than

five htindred houfes were requifite for the accommodation of the ftrangers.

The leflbnsofthe fchools might ferve only to perpetuate the reign of preju-

dice, but the inhabitants were enriched and enlightened by a familiar inter^

courfe with the nations of Europe. In this city, the haughty anceftors of

Obizo I. had erefted their tribunal, as the lieutenants of the Emperor: but

Obizo himfelf was honoured by the choice of a free people, who ele6led

him tht'ir pode/}a, or fupreme magiftrate. In the time of his great-grand-

fon Aldobrandino, a difpute had arifen between the city of Padua and the

Marquis of Efte. The Paduans raifed an army, fummoned their allies of

Vicenza, invaded his territory, befieged the caftle of Efte, battered the

walls, and even the palace, with their military engines, and impofed the

terms of a hard and humiliating capitulation. The Marquis was reduced to

adopt the name and obligations of a fimple burgher, to fwear that he would

faithfully obey the laws and ordinances of the commons, and to refide fome

months or weeks of every year, within the walls of a democracy,

in which the loweft magiftrate was his fuperior, and the pooreft fellow- citizen

his equal. The fhame of this temporary fubmiffion could only be alleviated

hy tjie example of his equals : the Patriarch of Aquileia, with two fuffragan

bifhops, l;iad folLcite-d the honour of being admitted among the citizens of

Padua ; and tlie Count of the Sacred Palace, the immediate reprefentadve

of Imperial majtfty, was detained as a captive and a fubjeft, within the

•walls of Pavia. The popular ftates of Lombardy triumphed in the fall of

the
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the aiiftocracy ; and the Marquis of Montferrat was the only noble who had

ftrength and courage to ma'Hitain his hereditary independence.

Liberty had raifed the minds of the Italians ; but faction, her ugly and in-

Jeparable fifter, corrupted the peace and profperity of the growing repub-

lics. . They fought againft the Emperor, againft their neighbours, againft

themfelves : the necelTity of order and difcipline compelled them to name a

foreign dictator ; and the nobles, mod eminent in arms, in policy, in power,

often became the captains, and fometimes the tyrants, of the independent

cities The Marquiffes of Efte, and the Eccelins of Romano, were the two

leading families of the Trevifane or Veronefe March: the memory of tiicir

anceftors, and the habits of command, 'infpired that lofty and martial de-

meanor which ftruck the plebeian with involuntary awe ; and they were fure

to gain the hearts of the multitude, when they foftened their pride into art-

ful and popular condefcenfion. The firft Eccelin was a gallant knight, and a

dextrous politician : in Palelline and Lombardy he was elefted ftandard-

bearer or general of the confederate armies ; and in the great rebellion agaiml

Frederic I., he deferved the confidence of the cities, without forfeiting the

efteem of the Emperor. The civil and military virtues of his fon, Eccelin

^the Second, were adorned with the gifts of eloquence : he was the public

and private adverfary of the Houfe of Efte ; and as foon as the Marquis

Azo VI. had declared himfelf chief of the Guelphs, the Ghibelline faftion

acknowledged the Count ofRomano for their leader. When the Emperor

Otho IV. defcended into Italy, his court was attended by the rival chiefs;

and their interview defcribes the manners of the time. Eccelin complained,

that in a neutral city, in a moment of truce or friendfhip, his life had been

treacheroufly attacked. " I was walking," faid he, " with the Marquis of

" Efte, on the place of St. Mark in Venice. On a fudden I was alfaulted by

*' the fwords and daggers of his followers : my friends were flain or made

'« prifoners in my fight; and it was with extreme difiiculty that I could dif-

" engage my right arm from the ftrong grafp of my perfidious companion."

The Marquis explained or denied the faft: but in thcfe hoftile altercations,

Azo twice declined a challenge of fingle combat. He could not draw his

fword againft Eccelin, without violating the majefty of the Imperial pre-

fence ; and among his vaflals he had many more noble than Salinguerra.

His reafons might be good ; his courage was unqueftionable ; but—Azo

twice declined a challenge of fingle combat. The next day, as the two

leaders were riding on cither ftdc of the Emperor, he commanded them to

faluce
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falute each other. " Su- Eccelin, lalute the Marquis ; Sir Marquis, faUitc

" Eccelin ;" and the command was given in the French tongue, which even

in that age appears to have been the fafliionable diale^l. They obeyed:

but the fuperior dignity of the Marquis was-maintained, by his receiving and

returning the compliment without vailing his bonnet to the humble falute of

Eccelin. They foon joined in familiar converfe ; and before they had

rode two miles, the fufpicious Emperor, who had been alarmed by their dif-

cord, began to be apprehenfive of their union. His apprehenfions were

groundlefs ; and their deadly feuds, in council, in the field, in the cities,

continued to rage, with alternate fuccefs, till they both flept in the tranquil-

lity of the grave. Their pofleffions and their quarrels were inherited by

their fons, Azo VII, and Eccelin the Third j but in a conteft of forty

years, the Marquis of Efte was long opprefled by tiie genius and fortune of

his rival. The excommunication of Frederic II. exafperated and jufti-

fied the hoftilities of the two factions. From a fermon, a bull, or a

crufade, the chief of the Guelphs, the friend of the Pope, might derive
'*

fome occafional aid : but the leader of the Ghibellines was more ftrongly

fupported by the power, and often by the prefence, of a warlike Prince, who

filled the Trevifane March with his armies of Germans and Saracens. By

the authority of the Emperor, his own arts, and the afTiftance of foreign

troops, Eccelin became the captain and tyrant of the cities of Verona, Vicen-

za, Padua, Trevigi, Feltri, Belluno, Trent, and Brefcica : after the lofs of his

patron, he maintained ten years his independent reign, and proudly boafted,

that fince Charlemagne, no prince had pofTeffed fuch abfolute fway over the

Lombard ftates. The utmoft efforts of his malice and revenge were direifted

againft the Marquis of Efte. " Strike the head of the ferpent, and you are

" mafter of the body," was his frequent exhortation j from a hill near Pa-

dua, he pointed to the towers of Efte, and fhewed the Emperor the hoftile

territories which were fpread over the plain. Deftitute of ftrength and fuc-

cour, Azo was compelled to folicit pardon, to fwear fidehty, and to purchafe

a precarious refpite, by the captivity, perhaps the death, of Rinaldo, his

only fon, who was delivered, as an hoftage, into the hands of Frederic the

Second. The town and caftle of Efte were at length befieged by the forces

of Eccelin : his artillery confifted of fourteen great battering engines, which

caft ftones of twelve hundred pounds weight ; and his pioneers, who were

drawn from the filver mines of Carinthia, opened a fubterraneous paffage

for the entrance of five hundred foldiers. The garrifon capitulated -, and in-

ftead
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ftead of a total ruin, the fortifications v;ere repaired by Eccelln, who

affected to reverence the dignity of the place. He had been praifcd as an

4iero ; he was gradually, and at length generally, abhorred as a tyrant.

The feeming virtues of his youth were ftained by the jealous and unrelent-

ing cruelty of his old age : and whatfoever deductions may be allowed on a

lift of fifty thoufand victims, his name will be for ever recorded with the fa-

vage monfters of Sicily and Rome. The hatred of mankind began to pre-

vail over their fears ; and after a long perfecution, and a firm refiftance,

Azo found the moment of vidory and revenge. His odious rival had been

invited by one of the faftions of Milan : the confpiracy was difcovered,

the enterprize failed: but on his return to Brefcia, in the paflage of the

Adda, at the well-known bridge of Caflano, he was intercepted by the troops

of Mantua, Cremona, and Ferrara, under the banner of the Marquis of Efte.

After a fhort combat, the valiant Eccclin (he defcrves that praifc) was

wounded in the foot, and taken prifoner : the few remaining days of his life

-were embittered by the infults of the multitude, and the more infulting pity

of the conqueror. Azo VII. was hailed as the laviour ofLombardy : but he

derived more glory than advantage from the tyrant's fall. The caufe of the

Ghtbellines revived under new leaders : the cities of the Trevifane March

were ufurped by the new families of Scala and Carrara ; and inftcad of af-

ferting their ancient right to the government of Milan, the rifing ambition of

the Vifconti was promoted by the arms and alliance of the Marquifles of

Efte.

It was in the ftate of Ferrara that they firft eftabliflied a princely domi-

.nion, on the bafis, and finally on the ruins, of a popular government. The

flat country, which is interfcctcd by the branches of the Po, had formerly

been a. wild morafs, impervious to the Roman highways. About the middle

of the fcventh century, twelve folitary villages coalefced into a fortified town,

on the banks of the river : the fafe and convenient fituation attracSted a

crowd of fetders; their labours were rewarded by the converfion of the fens

into rich and produftive land j and the rifing colony was diftinguifticd by

the feat of a bifhop, and the privileges of a city. After the death of the

Countefs Matilda, Ferrara tafccd the blefllngs and the mifchiefs of liberty :

the patricians and plebeians, the Guelphs and the Ghibellines, difputed, in

arms, the command of the republic : thirty-two towers of defence were

credc-.d within the walls ; and in forty years the fadions were ten times al-

ternately expelled. Among the thirty-four noble families of Ferrara, the

VOL. II. 4 s . pre-
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pre-eminence of wealth and power was claimed by the rival houfes of the

Adelardi and Taurelli. About the year one thoufand one hundred and

eighty, the former were reduced to an infant daughter : the pfopofal of a con-

ciliatory marriage was rejected by their adherents : the heirefs was delivered

into the hands ofObizo I. : and his grandibn Azo VI. was eledled as the fu-

ture hulband of the maid i and the future chiefof the name and party of the

Adelardi.. Marchefella died at the age of eight years, before nature would

allow her to produce a child, or the law would permit her to fubfcribe a

will : but the whole inheritance of her fathers was yielded to the Marquis

ofEfte, and his gratitude, or ambition, diftributed the fiefs among his friends

and followers. By this ftep, he acquired a commanding influence at Fer-

A.D. 1208. rara: Azo VI. was declared perpetual lord and governor of the republic j

and the aft, which is ftill extant, betrays the madnefs of party, by the grant

of abfolute and unconditional power. From this power, his fon was degraded

to the humiliating permiflion of an annual vifit; a popular and profperous

ftate was again eftablifhed by the Ghibellines, and it was not till after thirty-

two years of revolutions that the fovereignty of the Houfe of Efte was fixed

by the valour and conduft of the feventh Azo. At the head of the confede-

A. D. 1240. rate forces of the Pope, of Venice, and of Bolognp, he marched againft

Ferrara : but a humane conqueror might lament that the revolution was ef-

fefted by the calamities of a fiege, and condemned by the retreat of fifteen

hundred citizens. Thefe evils were indeed compenfated by the wifdom and

A. D. 1264. juftice of twenty- four years: his funeral was honoured by the tears of the op-

pofite faftion ; and at the age of feventeen, his grandfon, Obizo 11., fuc-

cecded to the office, or rather the inheritance, of his father. The reputa-

tion of Obizo II. engaged the turbulent republics of Modena and Reggio to

accept him for their prince ; and at the time of his deceafe, three populous

cities, with their ample territories, were fubjeft to the fway of the MarquifTes

of Efte. Modena and Reggio were indeed lofl: by the imprudence of his

fon, the levity of the people, and the arts of the Ghibellines j and the repa-

ration lafted thirty years in the one, and an hundred in the other, before the

rebellious children were reconciled to their parent. But the fubmiffion of

Ferrara was pure and permanent, and the lapfe of time infenfibly erafed the

forms and maxims of the old republic. After the death of Azo VIII., wholfe

A. D. 130S. laft will preferred a baflard to a brother, Ferrara was opprefled by the avarice

of the Venetians, the ambition of the Pope, and the Catalan mercenaries of

the king of Naples : but the fpirit of patrlotifm and loyalty ftill lived in the

hearts
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hearts of the citizens, and they foon rofe to the deliverance and defence of

their country under the banner of the -jjhite eagle. This conRant aftcdion

is at once the praife of the fubjea: and fovereign. This praife is tlie more
precious, as it mud almolT: be confined to the fubjecfls of the Marqiiinfcs of

Efte. They were ranked among the princes of Italy at a time when the

families which afterwards emerged to greatnefs were confounded with the

meaneft of the people. They were the firfl: who after the twelfth century

acquired by popular eleftion the dominion of a free city. And they ftiil

fubfift with fplendour and dignity, -while the tyrants more confpicuous in their

day have left only a name, and for the mofl part an odious name, to tlie

annals of their country.

'Jhe dates of Ferrara, Modena, ar^ Reggio were fairly won and reco-

vered by the labour and fortune of the Marquifles of Elte. But the libera-

lity of the popes and emperors was an eafy and profitable virtue: diey

granted the right to thofc who had tlie aftual poffeflion,- bellowed the title

where the fubftance was loll, and confirmed their pretenfions by refigning to

others what they were unable to obtain or to hold for their own ufe. The
Court of Rome was informed of the merit and reputation of Azo VI. ; and

he accepted from the two fovereigns ofChrillendom, from Pope Innocent III.

and the Emperor Otho IV. a double invelliture of the marquifate of

Ancona, which extended over twelve diocefes and counties between the

Adriatic and the Apennine. But this fplendid gift was no more than ||le

right without the power of fubduing a warlike people, in llrong oppofition

to the church and the empire. This enterprize, which might leem above

the ftrength of Azo, was vigoroufly profccuted by his eldcll Ion the Mar-

quis Aldobrandino, who raifed the fupplies of the war by pawning his

younger brother to the ufurers of Florence. The war was fulpended by his

untimely death ; the conquell was never atchieved ; the pledge was never

redeemed, and in the third generation the vain title of Marquis of Ancona

was filently difmilTed. The fens of Ferrara might have been included within

the limits of the exarchate, the fuccellors of St. Peter might allege the do-

nations of Conftandne, of Pepin, of Charlemagne, and of the Countefs

Matilda : but in the firll century after their eleiflion, the Marquifles of Elle

acknowledged no fuperior, fave God and the people. It was in a moment

of diftrefs and exile, that they accepted from Clement V. the title of \'icars

of the Church : that they llil)mitted to hold the feudatory poflenion of

Ferrara by an annual payment of ten thoufanJ gold florins. They regained

4 s 2 their

6«3
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their fovereignty without the aid, and agaiiift the efforts, of the court of

Rome : the treaty was however ratified, and if the tribute fuffcred fome oc-

cafional abatement, they could never break the chain of feudal dependence,

which was at length fatal to the Houfe of Efte. After the recovery of Mo-
dena and Reggio, they obtained on more eafy terms the title of Vicars of

the empire : and the natives of Italy, like thofe of India, continued to

reverence the feal and fubfcription of their impotent king. Before the end

of the fourteenth century, the German emperors, who had been accuftomed

to the traffic of avarice and vanity, were tempted to revive in Italy the long-

A. D. 1395. forgotten title of Duke : and at the price of an hundred thoufand gold florins,

the Vifconti of Milan were exalted above the heads oftheir equals. Twenty-

two years afterwards, the exclufive dignity of the Dukes of Milan was

A. 0.1417. fomewhat impaired by the fimilar honours of the Dukes of Savoy. The

third candidate was Borfo Marquis of Efte, the twelfth in lineal defcent from

the old Marquis Albert-Azo the Second : his reign was wife and fortunate,

and the proverb which he left behind him " This is not the time of Duke
" Borfo," is far more glorious than all the trappings of mortal pride. In

the year one thoufand four hundred and fifty-two, by the Emperor Frederic

the Third, he was created Duke of Modena and Reggio. Eighteen years

afterwards the ambitious imitation of Pope Paul the Second conferred on

Borfo the fuperior title of Duke of Ferrara : and the crowns, the mantles,

^ the fceptres ufed in thefe pompous inveftitures, were fecond only to the

majefty of kings. In the fixteenth century, a duke was Lmpofed on the re-

public of Florence by the arms and authority of Charles V. ; and the genius

of the great Cofmo foon gave him a rank in the political fyftem of Europe.

A difpute for precedency arofe between the Dukes of Ferrara and Florence;

and if the Efte could boaft the nobility of their race, and the priority of

their creation, the Medici might plead the wealth, the extent, and perhaps

the Independence, of the ftate over which they reigned. The courts of

Rome and Vienna long balanced their refpe6tive claims without rifquing a

final fentence ; and the difpute could be appeafed only by the invention of

A. D. 1569. the new title and prerogatives of Grand Duke of Tufcany. In this frivo-

lous conteft the powers of France and Spain were interefted, and had it

been decided by arms, fuch a war would have added a chapter to the annafs

of human vanity.

While the honours of the Efte were multiplied by popes and emperors, a

republic infulced and almoft opprefTed the Dukes of Ferrara. Had Venice

been
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been prudent, Venice would have been content with the riches ofcommerce

and the command of the fea. But this maritime empire ferved only to fti-

mulate the ambition of an Italian conqueft: difcipline and wealth obtained

an eafy vidory over weaknefs and difcord ; and in the fifteenth century the

provinces of Terra Firma were added to the dominion of St. Mark. Ni-

cholas the Third, Marquis of Efte, and Lord of Ferrara, made a feeble

effort to afilft the Carrara princes, and to fave the important barrier of

Padua. The Venetians inftantly filled the Po with armed veflels ; A. D. 140;.

his territories were ravaged ; his capital was ftarved, till he left his

allies to their fate ; implored the mercy of the fenate, and refigned

himfelf to fuch conditions as refentment and avarice could impofe.

After a fervitude of fourfcore years, his fon Hercules I. was accufcd of a

generous, or criminal revolt : the fuperior forces of Venice encompafled

Ferrara by fea and land, and if a league of the Italian powers proteded him

from total ruin, the Duke was bound by the new treaty in a clofer and more

weighty chain, i. A fuperior title, and more ample fway, might compcn- A. D. 1482

fate for the lofs of property and command in the neighbourhood of Padua.

But EsTE was ftill dear and facred to the princes of that name : the tranfient

recovery of the caftle, the town, and the fief, had delighted their hereditary A. D. 1389.

pride, and it was not without regret that they beheld that ancient poffeflion,

the fource of their title, for ever melted into the Venetian (late. The Pole'

fine, or ifiand of Rovigo, which had once been mortgaged for fixty thoufand

ducats to the Venetians, was -irrevocably ceded by Hercules I. ; and not a

veflige remained of the patrimonial eftates to the north of the Po, which,

had been acquired five hundred years before by the marriage of Albert-

Azo I. 2. The goods and perfons of the Venetians who defcended the

Po, were exempt from all tolls and duties whatfoever : every ftranger was

fliielded under that refpectable name ; and even the peafants of the borders

began to claim the immunities of St. Mark. The fame grievance which

impaired the revenue, attacked the fovereignty of the Duke of Ferrara,,

fince he was forbidden to raife any forts or barriers, which might obftrudt a

irtt paflage through his territories either by land or water. 3. With the-

avarice of a trading power, Venice afpired to a monopoly of fait in the

Adriatic Gulph. The Duke was rigoroufly deprived of the ufe and pro-

fits of his falt-works of Commachio ; and his fubjefts were compelled to

purchafe in a foreign market one of the necefTaries of life, which Nature

had fo profufely fcartered on their ovvn fhores. 4. A citizen of Venice re-

6 fided
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fided at Ferrara with the title of Ficedominus ; he was the proper judge of his

countrymen ; but the arrogance of his behaviour infulted the prince, his

daily ufurpations interrupted the courfe of juftice, and his laft aft was the

imprifonment of a native and a prieft. Peace was oppreJTive; but war

might have been fatal to die Houfe of Efte. The three laft fovereigns of

Padua, a father and his two fons, had been ftrangled in the prifons of Ve-

nice J the remains of the Carrara and Scala families were profcribed ; and

the deliberate cruelty of the fenate wasjuftified by the examples of ancient

Rome.

Twenty-five years after the laft treaty of Hercules I. his fon and fuccef-

for Alphonfo I. embraced the faireft hope of liberty and revenge. In the

league of Cambray, the four great potentates of Europe united their arms

againft a fingle republic ; the Pope, Julius II. ; the Emperor, Maximilian

of Auftria ; Lewis XII. King of France and Duke of Milan ; and Fer-

dinand King of Arragon and Naples. Each of the allies had fuffered fome

injuries, had loft fome territories, and they all confidered the profperity of

Venice with the fame fentiments of indignation and envy which are excited

in the breaft of a noble by the luxury and infolence of a wealthy merchant.

While Maximilian delayed, while Ferdinand diftembled, while the Pope

pronounced his excommunications, the King of France, at the head of his

invincible cavalry, had pafled the Alps, and on the banks of the Adda, the

mercenary bands of St. Mark were trampled under their horfes feet. The

firmnefs of Rome after a great defeat was not imitated by the fenators of

Venice : they defpaired of the republic, evacuated in a day the conquefts of

an age, and abandoned to the confederates the divifion of the fpoil. Under

the wing of thefe confederates, Alphonfo Duke of Ferrara had acceded to

the league of Cambray, and accepted the office, or rather the title, of

Standard-bearer or General of the Church. The firft adt of hoftility was

to vindicate his independence : the county of Rovigo yielded to his attack ;

and he received from the Emperor the inveftiture of Efte. In this public

fhipwreck Venice was faved by the zeal of her nobles, and the fidelity of

her fubjefts : the nobles facrificed their lives, or at leaft their fortunes, in

their own cairfe ; the fubjefts, without fpeculating on the theory of go-

vernment, had long enjoyed, and now regretted, the wifdom and juftice of

a parental ariftocracy. The metropolis was impregnable and rich; the

tranfmarine provinces were untouched ; the navy was entire ; new armies

were purchafed ; the allies began to feel fufpicion, and to afFed pity ; and

the
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the deliverance of Padua announced the rifing fortunes of the republic.

While the Venetians ftrove to refifl: or difarm their more formidable ene-

mies, the rebel Alphonfo (Rich vfas the ftyle of the fenate) was marked as

the obje(fl of vengeance, to which his ftation expofed him on every fide.

Againft the advice of their wifeft counfellors, their admiral An<Telo Trevi-

fano, with eighteen gallies and a train of brigantines, entered the mouth of

the Po, fpread defolation on either bank, and prepared with forts and bridges

the paffage of the army and the fiege of Ferrara, But 'the army was called

away by a feafonable diverfion ; and the fleet was deftroyed by the valour and

condudl of the Duke himfelf, and his brother the 'Cardinal Hippolito.

Under the flielter of the dykes they had planted their long batteries, which

fupported an inceflant fire : and the affrighted Venetians were fuddenly op-

prefTed by the armed veflels which iiTued from the city. The admiral igno-

minioufly fled with the great ftandard of St. Mark ; two gallies efcaped, three

were burnt or funk,, and the remaining thirteen followed the triumph of the

conqueror, who immediately afiaultedand demolifhedall the works ofthe fiege.

His viftory might be afcribed to his fuperior artillery, and that fuperiority was

the efFeft of his own fkill and induftry. Three hundred cannons were cafl:

in his foundery, and depofited in hisarfenal : he liberally entertained the befl

engineers ; and the well-adapted fortifications of fl:one, of earth, and of

water, had rendered Ferrara one of the ftrongeft places in Italy. The

French, who ferved with their ally, celebrate the politenefs, the knowledge,

the magnificence of the Duke : and Alphonfo expended above three hun-

dred thoufand ducats to reward the fervice, and to fecure the friendlhip, of

the Gallic chiefs.

But their friendfliip foon became dangerous to the Houfc of Efte, when

the fame confederates who had joined with France for the deftrudtion of Ve-

nice, confpired with Venice for the expulfion of the French. The new .\.D. 151?.

league was formed and fanflified by Julius II., who fecretly afpired to de-

liver Italy from the barbarians : and the fidelity of the Duke of Ferrara to

his firft engagements exafperated the fierceft and moft ambitious of the luc-

ceirors of St. Peter. Alphonfo was degraded from the rank of a vafTal and

a Chriftian : his rich forfeiture was devoured by the avarice perhaps of a

papal nephew, and his fentence of condemnation was extended to both

worlds. Againfl: him the temporal and fpiritual arms of Rome were equally

direfted: his city of Modena was occupied : in the depth of a fevere winter A. D. iju*

the prefcnce of Julius animated the troops, and the aged father of the

^
Chriftians
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Chriftians prefled the fiege of Mirandola with the vigour of a youthful fol-

dier. Ferrara however was faved by its own ftrength and the Gallic fuc-

cours : the army of Lewis XII. invaded the ecclefiaftical ftate under the

A. D. 1512 command of his nephew, the valiant Gallon of Foix : in the battle of Ra-

venna the fury of the French cavalry was encountered by the firmnefs

of the Spanifli infantry, and the fuccefs of the day might be attri-

buted in fome degree to the Duke of Ferrara, who led the vanguard, and

directed the infantry. But after the lofs of Gafton, the ftrange retreat of the

viftorious army, and the rapid evacuation of Italy, the folitary and humble

client of France remained without defence under the hand of a mercilefs

oppreflbr. While he waited as a fuppliant in the Vatican, his city of Reggio

was furprizedandftolen; he was infultcd by the propofal of yielding Ferrara

for a poor and precarious exchange ; and even the validity of his lafc con-

duft was queftioned by a perfidious court. The liberty, and perhaps the

life of Alphonfo were refcued by the grateful friendfliip df the Colonna : they

forced the Latcran Gate, lodged him in the caftle of Marino, and watched

over his efcape in the various difguifes of a huntfman, a fervant, and a

A. D. 1513. friar. A fingle event could fufpend his ruin ; and by that event was his ruin

fufpended. Julius II. expired : his paffions were buried • in his tomb ; but

his policy with a milder afpeft ftill reigned in the councils of his fucceflbrs.

Leo X. was too generous to be juft ; and the ambition of his family was con-

cealed by the facred veil of the honour and interefl of the church. After

A. D. 1515. the viftory of Marignan, Francis I. might have difcharged his obligations

by an a6t of equity and power : but inftead of commanding he negociated

with the court of Rome. The reftitution of Modena and Reggio to his

long-fuffering ally, was often promifed, and as often eluded : the failure of

a fecret confpiracy provoked the Roman pontiff to thunder a new fentence

of excommunication and forfeiture ; and one of the medals of Alphonfo

attefts his miraculous dehverance from the lion's paw. Adrian VI. had a

confcience, a faculty long dormant in the vicars of Chrift : but his fcruples

were removed by the Italian cafuifts ; and he found it more eafy to abfolve

the fins than to reftore the ftates of the Houfe of Efte. Clement VII. an

illegitimate fon, adopted the poUtics of the Medici ; and had his arts been

fuccefsful, Machiavel, who was ftill alive, might have been proud of his

.difciple. After a tedious and treacherous delay, the fword of Alphonfo

vindicated his own rights ; and his prudence feized the fortunate moments

of the conclave and the captivity of Clement VU. The gates of Modena

and
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and Regglo were joyfully opened to their native prince : and on a payment to

the Pope of an hundred choiifand ducats, his poflTcfTion was confirmed by the

fcntence of the Emperor Charles V. whofe interefl- prompted him to eftablifli

the peace of Italy. During thefe revolutions the Duke of Ferrara concluded

a truce, and finally a treaty, with the Venetians : his patrimonial eftates of liftc

and Rovigo were for ever loft : but he no longer feit or feared the tyranny

of a republic which had been trained to moderation in the fchool of advcrfity.

Among the noble marriages of the Efte, two princes, Azo VII f. and

Hercules I., had been allied to the crown of Naples in the rival houfes of

Anjou and Arrogan. But thefe lofty conneftions had not been produflivc

of any folid benefit, and the Veneuans fignified their difpleafure that the

Duke of Ferrara had preferred the daughter of a king, inftead of cliuOng a

fenator for his father and patron. In the next generation, the Houfe of Elle

was fullied by a finguinary and inceftuous race ; by the nuptials ofAlphonfo I.

with Lucreria, a baftard of Alexander VI., the Tiberius of Chriftian

Rome. This modern Lucretia might have affumed with more propriety the

name of Meflalina ; fince the woman who can be guilty, who can even be

accufed, of a criminal commerce with a father and two brothers, mufl be

abandoned to all the licentioufnefs of venal love. Her vices were highly

coloured by a contempt for decency : at a banquet in the apoflolical palace,

by the fide of the Pope, {\^t beheld without a blu(h the naked dances and

lafcivious poftures of fifty proftitutes : flie diftributed the prizes to the

champions of Venus, according to the number of viflories which they

atchieved in her prefence. Hercules I. was unwilling to accept fuch a con-

fort for his eldeft fon, but he was apprehenfive of the bulls and daggers of

the Borgia family : he was tempted by the fum of one hundred and

twenty thoufand ducats, the city and diftrift of Cento, and the reduftion of

his annual tribute to a flight quit-rent of an hundred florins. The marriage

articles were figned ; and as the bed of Lucreria was not then vacant, her

third hufband, a royal baftard of Naples, was firft ftabbed, and afterwards

ftrangled in the Vatican. Perhaps the youth of Lucretia had been feduced

by example ; perhaps ftie had been fatiated v/ich pleafure ; perhaps flie was

awed by the authority of her new parent and huft)and : but the Dutchefs of

Ferrara lived feventeen years without reproach, and Alphonfo I. believed

himfelf to be the father of three fons. The eldeft, his fucceflbr, Hercules II.

expiated this maternal ftain by a nobler choice ; and his fidelity was re-

warded by mingling the blood of Efte with that of France. By his fecond

vol.. II. 4 T marri-nge
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marriage wich Anne Diitchefs of Brittany, Lewis XII. left only two daugh-

ters : Claude, the eldefl, became the wife of his fucceflbr Francis I. and

Rente her younger fifter, who had once been promifed to Charles V. was

beftowed on Hercules II., hereditary prince, and after his father's deceafe,

Duke of Ferrara. Her portion of two hundred and fifty thoufand crowns

was paid in a territorial equivalent, the dukedoms of Chartres and Montar-

gis : but Renee was perhaps the true heirefs of Brittany, fince the agreement

which fecured the perpetual independence of the diitchy, might be applied

with as much reafon to a fecond daughter as to a fecond fon. The French

princefs, whofe mind was more beautiful than her perfon, continued above

thirty years to adorn the court of Ferrara : her liberal underftanding was

improved by the learning of the age ; nor was kher fault if in the learning

of the age fhe difcovered and ftudied the vain fcience of aftrology. During

a long exile fhe cherifhed a tender remembrance of her native country

:

every Frenchman, according to his degree, who vifited Ferrara, either

praifed her magnificence, or blefled her charity : and the relics of a Nea-

politan expedition, ten thoufand naked and hungry ftrgitivcs, were relieved

by the profufe alms of the Dutchefs. When her treafurer reprefented the

enormous expence, " They are my countrymen," Renee generoafly re-

plied, " and had God given me a beard, they would be now my fubjecls."

But thefe virtues were the fplendid fins of a heretic. From her cradle and

in her marriage, the daughter of Lewis XII., the daughter-in-law of AI-

phonfo I., had learned to hate the tyranny of the Pope : her firm and cu-

rious underftanding was not afraid of religious inqiiiries ; and fhe liftened

to the new teachers, who profefled to revive the old truths of the gofpel. Cle-

A. D. 1535. ment, Marot, and John Calvin were hofpitably entertained at Ferrara i in

the converfion of the Dutchefs, the eloquence of the preacher was feconded

by.the witof the poet; and the apoftle of Geneva was proud to fpread hb

conqueftson the verge of die realm of Antichrift. But this fpark, which

might have kindled a flame in Italy> was quickly extinguiflied by the dili-

gence of the inquifi tors, and Hercules II. was apprehenfive of the temporal^,

as well as the fpiritual punifhmcnt of the guilt of herefy. Calvin and Marot

fled beyond the mountains ; Renee heard with fullen conftancy the fermons

of the popifh doflors; but after fufi'ering the difmiffion of her French fer-

vants,. and the hardfliips of a prifon, iht fubraitted with a figh to wear the

mafk of difiimulation. A more open profeflion of Calvinifm after her

huflband's death, determined and hafteued her departure from Ferrara: and;

tlie
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the lail fifteen years of Renee of France were fpent in her native country. In

the bloody Icenesof perfecucion and war, the Dutchefs maintained her dig-

nity and proteded her brethren. Her cadle of.Montargi:., near Parib, woi

a fine afylum for the Huguenots j and when it was threatened with a fiegc,

ilie boldly replied, " the Catholics may afiault my refidence, they will find

'' me Handing in the breach, and prepared to try whether they will fire on

" the daughter of a king of France." She was the daughter ofa kin^ ; but

the wife of her fon Alphonfo II. was the daughter and fifler of two empe-
rors, of Ferdinand I. and Maximilian II. of the Houfe of Auftria.

The five Dukes of Ferrara, Borfo, Hercules I., Alphonfo I., Hercules II.,

and Alphonfo II., feem to have been magnified in the eyes of Europe, far

beyond the meafure of their wealth and power. Their merit was fupcrior to

their fortune; they fupported with firmnels the calamities ofwar; they improved

and enjoyed the profpericy of peace. Near a century before the end of their

reign, Alexander VI. in his bull of inveftiture, applauds the ufeful labours

of Hercules I. ; which had increafed the numbers and happinefs of his

people, which had adorned tlie city of Ferrara with ftrong fortifications and

(lately edifices, and which liad reclaimed a large extent of unprofitable wafte.

The vague and fpreading branches of the Po were confined in their proper

channels by moles and dykes ; the intermediate lands were converted to paf-

ture and tillage ; the fertile diftrid became the granary of Venice ; and the

corn exports of a fingle year were exchanged for the value of two hundred

thoufand ducats. The triangular ifland or ^i;Ua of Melbla, at the mouth of

the Po, had been recovered from the waters by Alphonib II., who fur-

rounded it with a wall nine miles in circumference : a palace, with its depen-

dencies of ftables and gardens, arofe in this new creation, and it was referved

by the founder for his favourite amufements of hunting and filLing. Ferrara

became one of the moft flourilhing of the Italian cities : the walls and

buildings have furvived the lofs of the inhabitants, which are now reduced

from fourfcore thoufand to a tenth part: the works of fuperftition were en-

riched by each generation : the arfenal, in a long peace, was fucceeded by

theatres and palaces, and if the hand of the princely archited be molt con-

fpicuous, many vacant houfes are the monuments of private opulence and

tafte. Modena and Reggio, more favourably treated by nature, were not

abandoned by the Houfe of Efte : the courfe of the Po opened much in-

land, and fome foreign trade ; and a colony of Flemidi exiles attempted to

revive the declining arts of the loom. I am not inftrucled to define the

4T 2 revenue
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revenue of the Dukes of Ferrara : but it is the praife of Alphonfo I., that he

left a treafure, without increafing his taxes ; it is the reproach of Al-

phonfo II., that, with an increafe of taxes, he left behind him a confiderable

debt. The court of thefe princes was at all times polite and fplendid : on

extraordinary occafions, a birth, a marriage, a journey, a feftival, the paf-

fage of an illuftrious ftranger, they ilrove to furpafs their equals, and to

equal their fuperiors ; and the vanity of the people was gratified at their own

expence. Seven hundred horfes were ranged in Borfo's ftabies ; and in the

fport of hawking, the Duke was attended to the field by a hundred falconers.

, In his Roman expedition, to receive the ducal inveftiture, his train of five

hundred gentlemen, his chamberlains and pages, one hundred menial fer-

vants, and one hundred and fifty mules, were clothed, according to their de-

gree, in brocade, velvet, or fine cloth : the bells of the mules were of filver,

and the drefles, liveries, and trappings, were covered with gold and filver<

embroidery. The martial train of Alphonfo II. in his campaign in Hun-

gary, confifted of three hundred gentlemen, each of whom was followed by

an efquire and two arqiiebiifters on horfeback ; and the arms and apparel of

this gallant troop were fuch as might provoke the envy of the Germans, and

the avarice of the Turks. Did I pofiefs a book, printed under the title of

the Chivalries of Ferrara., I fhould not pretend to defcribe the nuptials of the

, fame Duke with the Emperor's filler : the balls, the feafts, and tournaments

of many bufy days ; and the final reprefentation of the Temple of Love,

which was erefted in the palace garden, with a ftupendous fcenery of porticos

and palaces, of woods and mountains. That the laft fhew fhould continue

fix hour?, without appearing tedious to the fpeftators, is perhaps the moft

incredible circumftance. In each generation of the Houfe of Efte, a

younger brother^ with the rank of Cardinal, held fome of the richeft bi-

fhoprics and abbies in Italy and France. Thefe noble and wealthy ecclefi-

aftics were the patrons of every art : the Villa EJieiife at Tivoli, near Rome,

is the work of Cardinal Hippolitus, brother to Hercules II. : the palace gar-

dens and water-works exhibit, in theirprefent decay, the fpirit of a prince

and the tafte of the age.

A philofopher, according to his temper, may laugh or weep at this often-

tatious and opprefllve fplendour ; nor will he be difarmed by the patronage

and perfeftion ofthe finer arts, which flouriflied in Italy in the fixteenth cen-

tury. But he will approve the modeft encouragement of learning and ge-

nius, an expence which can never drain the treafures of a prince. An nni-

verfity
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verfity had been founded at Padua by the Houfe of Efte, and the fcholaftic

rufl: was poliflied away by the revival of the literature of Greece and Rome.

Theitudies of Ferrara were direfted by fkilful and eloquent profeffors, cither

natives or foreigners : the ducal library was filled with a valuable coUedbion

of manufcript and printed books ; and as foon as twelve new comedies of

Plautus had been found in Germany, the Marquis Lionel of Efte was impa-

tient to obtain a fair and faithful copy of that ancient poet. Nor were thefe

elegant pleafures confined to the learned world. Under the reign of Her-

cules I., a wooden theatre, at the moderate coft of a thoufand crowns, was

conftrufted in the largeft court of the palace; the fcenery reprefented fomc

houfes, a fea-port, and a fhip, and the Menechmi of Plautus, which had

been tranflated into Italian by the Duke himfelf, was afted before a numerous

and polite audience. In the fame language, and with the fame fuccefs, the

Amphytrion of Plautus, and the Eunuch of Terence, were fucceflively ex-

hibited ; and thefe claffic models, which formed the tafte of the fpedtators,

excited the emulation of the poets of the age. For the ufe of the court

and theatre of Ferrara, Ariofto compofed his comedies, which were often

played with applaufe, which are ftill read witli pleafure : and fuch was the

enthufiafm of the new arts, that one of the fons of Alphonfo I. did not dif-

dain to fpeak a prologue on the ftage. In the legitimate forms of dramatic

compofition the ItaHans have not excelled : but it was in the court of Ferrara

that they invented and refined the pajioral comedy, a romantic arcadia, which

violates the truth of manners, and the fimplicity of nature, but which com-

mands our indulgence, by the elaborate luxury of eloquence and wit. The

Aminta of TalTo was written for the amufement, and afted in the prefence,

of Alphonfo II. ; and his fifter Leonora might apply to herfelf the language

of a paffion, which difordered the reafon, without clouding the genius, of

her poetical lover. Of the numerous imitations, the Paftor Fido of Guarini,

which alone can vie with the fame and merit of the original, is the work of

the Duke's fecretary of ftate : it was exhibited in a private houfe at Ferrara :

but the retreat of the author, from the fervice of his native prince, has be-

ftowed on Turin the honour of the firft public reprefentation. The flither

of the Tufcan mufes, the fublime, but unequal Dante, had pronounced that

Ferrara was never honoured with the name of a poet : he would have been

aftontfhed to behold the chorus of bards, of melodious fwans, (their own al-

hifion,) who now peopled the banks of the Po. In the court of Duke

Borfo and his fucceflbr, Boiardo, Count of Scandiano, was rejpcdlcd as a

noble,



691 A N T I QJJ I T I E S O F T H E

noble, a foldier, and a fchokr ; his vigorous fancy firft celebrated the loves

and exploits of the Paladin Orlando ; and his fame has at once been preferved

and eclipfcd by the brighter glories of the continuation of his work. Fer-

rara may boaft, that on her claffic ground, Arlofto and Taflb lived and

fung; that the lines of the Oylando Furiofo^ and the Gierufaletmne Liberate,

were infcribed in everlafting charafters under the eye of the tirft and fecond

Alphonfo. In a period of near three thoufand years, five great epic poets

have arifen in the world : and it is a fingular prerogative, that two of the

five fliould be claimed as their own, by a fliort age, and a petty ftate.

A. D. 1597. Bill; the glory of Ferrara, and perhaps tht legitimate race of the Efte, ex-
Oclober 27. . .

pired with Alphonfo II. As he left neither children nor brothers, his firft

coufin, Don Csfar, the fon of a younger fon ofAlphonfo I., was the next

in the lineal order ofdefcent. His claim to the fucceflion was ratifi'^d by the

will of the late Duke, who had obtained from the Emperor, though not from

the Pope, the privilege of choofing an heir in his own family. And the fe-

nate of Ferrara, which ftill preferved a femblance of eledlion, prefented him,

with apparent loyalty, the fword of juftice, and the fceptre of dominion.

The people fubmitted to a prince, who feemed to unite the various titles of

birth, donation, and of the pubic choice ; the accefTion of Don Casfar was

announced to the courts of Italy and Europe ; and his reign might have been

peaceful and profperous, had not the ambition of Clement VIII. revived the

defign of reftoring Ferrara to the ecclefiaftical ftate. In the confidence of

right, or at leaft ofpower, the Roman pontiff fternly rejefted the ambafTador

and obedience of a pretended Duke, who had not expedled the approbation

of the Holy See. A monitory, orfummons, to appear in fifteen days, was

affixed on the church doors ; and the Apoftolical Chamber demanded the

pofleffion of the fief, till the vaflal fhould have cleared his birth and title in

the court of his fupreme lord. Itwas in vain that the Duke of Ferrara foli-

cited a delay, that he provoked an inquiry, that he negotiated acompromife,

that he fubmitted his caufe to the arbitration of a neutral judge. " The ho-

" nour and intereft of the Church," faid the inexorable pontiff^, "muft not

" be deferted. In the vindication of St. Peter's patrimony, I will fell the

" laft chalice of the altar ; I am ready to march in perfon againft the facri-

" legious rebel ; and I would die in the ditch of Ferrara, with tlie holy fa-

" crament in my hands." This generous refolution was applauded by the

Cardinals, and they protefted, that if Clement VIII. fhould be taken from

the world, they would impofe, by a common oath, the fame obligation on

5 the
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the future Pope, Some forms ofjudicial proceeding were haftily difpatched
;

and before two months had elapfed from the death of Alplionfo II., a tre-

mendous bull, of forfeiture, excommunication, and interdict:, was thundered

againft the pretended Duke and his impious adherents. At the fame time,

the military preparations were urged with inceffant vigour, and an army of

fixteen thoufand horfe and foot, which fame had foon magnified to twenty-

five thoufand, was aJlembled near Faenza, under the command of Cardinal

Aldobrandini, the Pope's nephew and legate. The ftate of Europe was

moft favourable to the ambition of Rome, and the profpefts of Don Csefar

were on all fides black and comfortlefs. The Emperor Rodolph II. might

be a well-wilTier to the Houfe of Efte, but his remote and infufficient forces

were occupied by the Turks in Hungary. If the rival monarchs of France

and Spain (hould deign to interfere in this pigmy war, the enmity of the one

would not enfure the fupport of the other. Henry IV. had been perfuaded,

by a felfilh agent, to prove the fincerity of his converfion, in the facrifice of

an old and faithful ally ; Philip II., the demon of the foudi, was now anxious

to leave his fon and his dominions in peace ; but the revolution was con-

fummated before he could fignify his intentions : and the Spanifli miniftcrs

in Italy were fufpefted of a fecret conlpiracy againft the Imperial fiefs of

Reggio and Modena. The Italian princes balanced between fear and envy

:

Venice was leaft defirous of the neighbourhood, and leaft apprehenfive of

the refentment, of the Pope : but her words were ambiguous, and her

aftions were flow. Don Cjefar had been left without troops or treafures i

the fortifications of Ferrara were ncglefted in a long peace : the people was-

aggrieved by taxes ; the clergy was feduced by the prejudice of confcience, or

the hopes of preferment ; the emiffariesof Rome were bufy and perfuafive;

and the ancient loyalty to the Houfe of Efte was corrupted by the promife of

a golden age.

But tilt indant cwSc of his ruin was in die charafter of the Duke himfelf.

Had Don C;cfar been endowed with the fpirit and conftancy of his ancellors,

he might have been faved by the refolution to fall. 1 lad he lillened to the

advice of a veteran, a bold fally on the half-formed camp of Faenza might

have diffipated the Pope's foldicrs, who would ceafe to be formidable, when

they ceafed to be feared. The fiege of Ferrara was an arduous cnterprize:

courage would have given him time, time would have given him friends j

the Venetians would have armed for his intercft and their own ; many brave

adventurers of France and Italy would have drawn their iwords in his quar-
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rel; and the novelty of danger, the laffitude of war, the weight ofexpence,

the chances of moitality, would have inclined his enemies to a fafe and ho-

nourable peace. Far different were the feelings of the fuccefTor of Al-

phonfo : he had been educated remote from die council and the field, in the

bofom of luxury and devotion : his mild and timid difpofition v/as atloniflied

by the thunder of fpiritual and temporal arms j nor could he expeft from

others the fupport which he denied to himfelf. When he entered the ca-

thedral, the priefts interrupted their rites, and fled from the altars ; Iiis ve-

nal minifters exaggerated the danger, and concealed the refources ; he was

alarmed each hour by the intelhgence of fecret treafon j and a Jefuit per_

fuaded him that Modena and Reggio, that his life, and even his foul, could

only be faved by an immediate capitulation. The terms were dictated in the

camp by the imperious legate. That Don Ciefar fhould deliver his eldefl

fon as an hoflage, refign the ducal fceptre in the prefence of the magiftrate,

divide his artillery with the Pope, and furrender \hz fojfejjion of the dutchy

of Ferrara, with all its dependencies ; and that in return for his fubmiffion,

he fhould be abfolvcd from all ecclefiaftical cenfures, and permitted to enjoy

the Diamond Palace, with the perfonal efFeds and allodial eflates of the

Houfe of Efle. After the conclufion of the treaty, the conqueror was

eager to reign, and the exile was anxious to depart. On the twenty-eighth

of January, one thoufand five hundred and ninety-eight, Don Caifar evacu-

ated a city, in which his anceflors had reigned near four hundred years. A
fplendid, but mournful proceflion, of his family and houfehold, pafied flowly

through the flreets : the Duke of Modena (his remaining title) was feated

in an open coach ; his eyes were caft down on a letter which he feemed to

read, as ifdefirous of efcaping the view of thofe objeds which he mufl: fee no

more. The minds of the people were already changed : their curiofity was

melted into pity : they had neglefted the defence, they deplored the lofs, of

their native prince ; and the firfl evening of his departure, five thoufand

perfons were deprived of their daily bread, which they received from the

charity or magnificence of the ducal court. Thefe melancholy reflections were

fufpended by the triumph of the legate, and the fpeedy vifitof Clement VIII.,

who was impatient to behold his new conqueft. But as foon as the feftival

of the revolution had fubfided, Ferrara was left to the folitude and poverty

of a provincial town, under the government of priefts : a citadel was eredl-

ed, to fix the inccnflancy of the inhabitants ; and within feventeen years

after the death of Alphonfo II., a fourth of his capital was already in ruins.

6 Nor
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Nor were the lofies of Don Ciefar confined to the facrifice of Ferrara: the

territory, falt-works, and fifhery of Commachio, an Imperial fief, were

feized by the hand of power : his allodial property was diminiflKd and dif-

puted by the chicanery of law. Even the duchy of Chartres, and the mort-

gages of the Houfe of Efte in France, were withheld from the heir and cre-

ditor, under pretence that he was a foreigner. It was ajuft obfervation of the

Grand Duke of Tufcany, that his brother-in law Don Csefar might have

rcfifted his enemies, if the million and a half of gold, which his predecefTors

trufted to the Moft Chriftian King, had been fafely depofited in the treafury

of Ferrara.

In this fingular tranfacflion, ambition and avarice were the . motives of

Rome. Her forms of judicial proceeding were precipitate, and violent

:

without evidence or trial, fhe judged in her own caufe, Ihe pronounced in

her own favour, and fhe forcibly feized, for her own ufe, the valuable ob-

jeft in difpute. But as it is polTible, and barely pofllble, that truth and

juftice may be fupported by the means mod adverfe to their nature, I (hall

freely examine thedefcent of Don Ccefer, and his right of fucceffion, without

any intereft to corrupt, or any prejudice to miflead, the equity of my decree.

After the deceafc of Lucretia Borgia, his fecond wife, Alphonfo I., who
was ftill in the manly vigour of life, embraced a decent mode of fatisfyino-

his palTions, without injuring his family. Inftead of feekinga third alliance

in the courts of Europe, he purchafed a maiden of Ferrara, ofobfcurc pa-

rentage and exquifite beauty. Laura was entertained feveral years in the

(late of a concubine : but this illegal union might in fome degree be excufed

by the dignity of her lover, and her own imitation of conjugal virtue. She

became the mother of two fons, Don Alphonfo and Don Alphonfino, a

title and a name which had been lately introduced into Italy by the prevailing

influence of the Spaniards. Their birth is acknowledged to have been ille-

gitimate. In the teftament of their father, which is dated fourteen months

before his death, they'fimply are ftyled the children of a free man by a free

woman ; nor did he add, in his laft illnefs of feveral weeks, any claufe or

codicil to declare a change of their condition. That, according to the lav/s

of the church and (late, thefe baftards were legitimated by a fubfequent mar-

riage, is fuppofed by their advocates; but the fuppofition cannot be jufiified

by the regular proof of a contraft, a certificate, or a witnefs. In default of

fuch evidence, Muratori produces a large bodyof prefumptions and circum-

ftances : with an artful fuggeftion, that much more would have been found J

VOL. II. 4 u by
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by a more early fcrutiny : but it was the interefl: as well as the duty of Laura

to eflabliflii her own marriage, and the legitimacy of herfons; and if her ne-

gledl be not afcribed to confcious guilt, it muft.not, however, militate, as

an argument in her behalf. Her faithful champion, the librarian of Mode-

na, has colleded many teftimonies of poets, orators, hiftorians, and genea-

logifts, fome of whom could not miftake the truth, and others could not

have any temptation for falfehood : and from their confent he infers the be-

lief and tradition of the times, that the concubine of Alphonfo I. was finally

promoted to the rank of his wife. The fame favourable conclufion may be

drawn from the honours which Ihe was permitted to enjoy near forty years,

finder the reigns of his fucceflbrs; the appellation, drefs, and attendance of

his relidor widow j the guardianfliip of her children ; the princely ftyle of

mod excellent and illuflrious ; and, above all, the family name of Efte,

which fhe fubfcribed on all public and private occafions. The title of

Duchefs of Ferrara was alone wanting ; and v/hen pride and envy were na

more, that title was beftowed in the folemn pomp of her funeral, which was-

attended by the Duke Alphonfo II. his brother the Cardinal, the court, the

clergy, and the arts or corporations of the city. The five fons of AI-

' phonfo I., with the fole diftinftion of primogeniture, were educated as equals

and companions.. Don Alphonfo, the firft-born of Laura^ was treated as a,

prince, both at home and abroad : he was invefted with the Marquifate of

Montecchio,. and the French order of St. Michael; and his wife, the mother.

of Don Casfar, was the daughter of the reigning Duke of Urbino. The.

fame honours were tranfmitted to Don Caeiar himfelf : he obtained an alli-

ance ftill more fplendid, the fifler of the Grand Duke of Tufcany : and, both,

ia his life-time and at his death, Alphonfo II. acknowledged him as his.

coufm and fucceffor. Could we diveft our minds of a fecret fufpicion, ariung

.

from the indulgence which, in fo many courts and countries, has been la-

vlflied on the baftards of princes, fuch prefumptions might amount to the

moral, if not tlve legal proof of a legitimate defcent. But the interefl,

though not the honour, of the Dukes of Modena,. repofes on a firmer bafis,

.

which would not be fliaken by the quality of their female, anceftor. The

Popes are pleafed to forget tliat they firft granted the Duchy- of Ferrara to.

Borfo, a natural fon of the Marquis Nicholas III., and that the bull of Alex-
^>

ander VI. extends the right of fucceffion to all the defcendants whatfoever of
;'f

Hercules I. They were compelled to renounce the pofTeffion of Ferrara,

but they have never ceafed toafTert the juftice of their claim. The argu-

j . .
jaeats



nOUSEOFBRUNSWICK. 699

ments which the court of Rome has difdained, may one day be heard in the

louder tone of the Auflrian cannon, and a fevere account may be required of

the arrears and damages of two hundred years.

The abdication of Don Czefar is related by Muratori, a loyal fervant, under

the name of the Tragedy of Ferrara : and in the melancholy tale I have my-

felf been affedled by the fympathy which we foigeneroufly indulge, to the real

or imaginary diftrefTes of the great. Yet, on a cooler furvey, I am inclined

to doubt whether the lafl: Duke of Ferrara was the mofl: unfortunate of men.

His life and liberty were fafe : he was neither beheaded on the public

fcafFoId, nor dragged at the chariot wheels of the conqueror, nor caft into a

deep and perpetual dungeon. By the foldiers and flatefmen of the age he

was indeed defpifed, for the feeble defence and hafty defertion of his ancient

feat. But as contempt is feldom deferved where it is felt, it is feldom felt

where it is deferved : Don Cjefar was unconfcious of the public reproach,

and the orators of his reign referved their panegyric for the milder virtues of

difcretion and patience. He had loft the moft precious jewel of his family :

but an eafy journey of two days conveyed his court from the palace of Fer-

rara to that of Modena, where he lived, in profperity and peace, above

thirty years : by the Tufcan Princefs he became the father of fix fons and

three daughters ; and the reigning Duke is the fourth in defcent, and the

fixth in fuccefllon, from the eldeft of his fons. In this laft period of decline,

the Houfe of Efte has ftill prefcrved the external advantages of rank, riches,

and power : and thefe advantages were illuftrated by the antiquity of their

name and tide. At the beginning of the feventeenth century, an Emperor

and fix Kings were refpefted as the Chiefs of the Chriftian republic : but the

Dukes of Modena maintained an honourable place in the lecond clafs of the

Princes of Europe. Their pride was feldom mortified by the prefence of a

fuperior : as long as the ifies of Sicily and Sardinia were attached to the Spa-

nifli monarchy, Italy was not dignified with a regal title j a profane layman

was not degraded by kneeling to the Pope, or yielding the precedency to

his Cardinals ; nor was the native pre-eminence of hereditary rank difputed

by the minifterial honours of a doge or a viceroy. After the lols of Ferrara,

the fucceflbrs of Alphonfo II. continued to reign over the united duchies of

Modena and Reggio ; and their territory, about thirty leagues in length

about ten in breadth, was afterwards e'nlarged by the lordfhip of Ccrregio,

and the duchy of Mirandola. Their revenue is vaguely computed at one

htindreH thoufand pounds fterling, a funi inadequate to the extraordinary de-

4 u 2 mands
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mands oF war, but which might fupport, with decent oeconomy, the ex-

pences of a court and government. Perhaps the latter were fometimcs fa-

crificed to the former. When Addifon traverfed the principalities of IVIo-

dena and Parhia, he was fcandalized by the magnificence of thofe petty

courts : he was amazed to fee llich a profufion of wealtli laid out in coaches,

trappings, tables, cabinets, and the lil<.e precious toys, in which there are

few princes in Europe who equal them, while, at the fame time, they have

not liad the generofity to make bridges-over the rivers of their countries, for

the convenience of their fubjedls, as well as ftrangers. Yet the annals of Mo-
dena defcribe many public works of ufe as well as ornament : the plenty of

gold and filver is exprefled in a fingle coinage of Francis I., of near half a

iniliion fierling : but I am ignorant whether the two hundred and thirty

thoufand ducats, and the two hundred thoufand Spanifh doubloons, which

were paid to the Emperor for the inveftitures of Corregio and Mirandola>

fhould be placed to the account of treafure or of debt. In tlie narrow fphere

of their dominions, the Efte princes were abfolute ; nor do I find any

example of refiftance to their reafon or palfion. The vanity of the hu-

man heart is flattered by the degree, rather than by the extent, of authority :

and if the fovereign was confcious of his duties, the man might tremble ac

accepting the truft of one hundred and fifty thoufand of his equals. His

equals by nature, they were many of them his fuperiors in merit : the na-

tives of Modena were diftinguilhed in the arts andfciencesj and like the

paftoral comedy, the mock-heroic poetry of the Italians was invented by

Taffoni, a fubjeft of the Houfe of Efte. The flate of fuch a prince would;

perhaps be the moft defirable in human life, if it were accompanied with that-

domeftic fecurity which a wealthy nobleman enjoys under the protedlion of a

great empire. The long peace of Italy, in the feventeenth century, was in-

terrupted only by fome fhort and bloodlefs hoftilities : but in the three great

wars between the Auftrian and Bourbon powers, the Duke of Modena has

been thrice reduced to the alternative of flavery or exile. His neutrality was

violated, his dominions were occupied by foreign troops, his fubjeds were

opprefled by military contributions, and the mifchievous expence of fortifi-

cations only ferved to expofe his cities to the calamities ofa fiege.

I have long delayed, and I fhould willingly fupprefs, three difgraceful

anecdotes, three criminal aftions, which fully the honour of the name of

Efte : of thefe, the firft and the third are pioufly dilTembled by the Librarian

of Modena. i . In his dcfcent to the infernal regions, in the ninth circle of

hell.



II O U S E O F B R U N S W I C K. ^«)

hell, the poet Dante beheld the condemnation of fangiiihafy and rapacious

men : they were deeply immcrfed in a river of blood, and their efcape wa^

prevented by the arrows of the centaurs. Among the tyrants, he diftin-

guifiied the ancient forms of Alexander and Dionyfius: of his own country-

men, he recognized the black Eccclin, and the fairObizo of Efte, the latter

of whom was difpatched by an unnatural fon to this place of torment. This

Obizo can be no other than the fecond Marquis of that name, who died only

feven years before the real or imaginary date of the Divine Comedy (A. D;

1300) : his life does not afford the charaftcr of a tyrant : but he was one of

the pillars of the Guelph faction ; and were he not affociated with a Gliibel-

line chief, we might impute his fentence to the prejudices, rather than the

juftice, of the Tufcan bard. But the parricide of his fon, a crime of a much
deeper dye, is attefted by the commentary of Benvenuto of Imola, who ob-

fcrves from an old chronicle, that Azo VIII. was apprehenfive of the fame

treatment which he had inflided on his father. It muft be added, that this

commentary on Dante, which was compofed only fourfcore years after the

event, is dedicated to Nicholas II., Marquis ofEfte, and great-grandfon of

Obizo II,, who tacitly fubfcribes to the guilt of his anceftors. 2. Under the

reign of Nicholas III., Ferrara was polluted with a domeflic tragedy. By a. D. 14-.-.

the tellimony of a maid, and his own obfervation, the Marquis of Efte dif-

covered the inceftuous loves of his wife Parifma, and Hugo his baftard fon,

a beautiful and valiant youth. They were beheaded in the cafde, by the

fentence of a father and hufband, who publifhed his fliame, and furvived

their execution. He was unfortunate, if they were guilty : if they were in-

nocent, he was ftill more unfortunate: nor is there any poflible fituation in

which I can fincerely approve the laft adt of the juftice of a parent. 3. Guic-

ciardini, the graveft of the Italian hiftorians, records a bloody fcene, which,

in his own rime, had fulHed the court of Ferrara ; the deed might revive the ^ q , _

memory of the Theban brothersj " and the motive was ftill more frivolous,

« if love," fays he, " be a more frivolous morive than ambition." The
Cardinal Hippolito was enamoured of a fair maiden of his own family : but

her heart was engaged by his natural brother; and flie imprudently con-

feflfed to a rival, that the beauteous eyes of Don Julio were his moft power-

ful attraftion. The dehberate cruelty of the Cardinal meafured the provo-

cation and the revenge: under a pretence of hunting, he drew the unhappy

youth to a diftance from the city, and there compelling him to difmount,

his
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his eyes, tliofe hated eyes, were extinguiilied by the command, and in the

prefeace of an amorous prieft, who viewed with dehghc the agonies of a

brother. It may however be fufpefted that the work was fliglitly performed

by the lefs favage executioners, fmce the fkill of his phyficians reftored Don'

Juho to an imperfeft fight. A denial of juftice provoked him to die mod

defperate counlcls : and die revenge of Don Juho confpired with the ambi-

tion of Don Ferdinand againil the life of their fovereign and eldeft brother

Alphonfo I. Their defigns were prevented, their perfons feized, their ac-

complices were executed ; but their fentence of death was moderated to a

perpetual prifon, and in their fault the Duke of Ferrara acknowledged his

own. Thefe dark fhades in the annals of the Houfe of Efte muft not be

excufed by the example of the Italian tyrants ; whofe courts and families were

perpetually defiled with lufl: and blood, with incefl: and parricide j who

mingled the cruelty of favages with the refinements of a learned and polite

age. But it may be fairly obferved, that fingle afts of virtue and of vice

can feldom be weigiied againft each other : that it is far more eafy to fall

below, than to rife above, the common level of morality : that three or four

guilty days have been found in a period of two hundred years : and, that in

the general tenor of their lives, the Marquifles of Efte were juft, temperate,

and humane; the friends of each other, and the fathers of their people.

In a more fupertlitious age, I fliould boldly oppofe to the fins of twenty

generations the monadic virtues of Alphonfo III., the fon and fucceiror of

Don Csefar. Yet even thefe virtues were produced by the blind impulfe of

repentance and fear. The nature of Alphonfo was impetuous and haughty,

and a deep indignant regret for the lofs of Ferrara was the firft fentiment of

his childhood. As foon as he had releafed himfelf from the authority of

a governor whom he hated, and a father whom he defpifed, the hereditary

prince became the fiave of his paffions and the terror of Modena : his appe-

tite for blood was indulged in the chace, and the city ; and he foon confider-

ed the life of a man and of a ftag as of equal value. One of the moft con-

fiderable private families in Italy (fuch is the dark language of Muratori)

was provoked by fome fecret motive to form a defigh of aflaflinating Al-

phonfo. Their dagger was turned afide from hisbreaftj their chief was

dcrificed to his jufiice ; he threatened to extirpate the whole race ; nor could

the interccffion of princes, or of the Pope himfelf, avert the rage of per-

fecution and revenge. The only voice that could footh the paffions of the

favage
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fivage was that of an amiable and virtuous wife, the fole objcd: of his love;

the voice of Donna Ifabella, the daughter of the Duke of Savoy, and the

grand-daughter of Philip 11. King of Spain. Her dying words funk deep

into his memory: his fierce fpirit melted into tears, and after the lad em- A. D. 1626.

brace, Alphonfo retired into his chamber, to bewail his irreparable lofs, and ^"^"^ ^a.

to meditate on the vanity ofhuman life. But inftead of refolving to expiate

his fins, and to feek his falvation in the public felicity, he was perfuaded tiiat

the habit and profefTion of a Capuchin were the only armour that could

fiiield him from hell-fire. The two years from the death of his wife to the

deceafe of his father, were dedicated to prayer and penance, and no

fooner had Alphonfo attained the rank of a fovereign, than he afpired to

defcend below the condition of a man. With the approbation and bleffing

of the Pope, who might poffibly fmile at this voluntary facrifice, tlie Duke
of Modena, after a reign of fix months, refigned the fceptre to Francis his

eldeft fon,. a youth of nineteen years of age,, and fecretly departed to a Fran-

ciscan convent among the mountains of Trent. By a fpecial privilege, his

noviciate and profeffion were confummated in the fame day : theauftere and

humble friar atoned for the pride and luxury of the prince, and' it wa's tiie

wifh of h-cther John Baptift of Modena to forget the world and to be for

ever forgotten. But obedience was now his firft duty,, ami the noble cap-

tive, for the honour of the order and of religion> was exhibited to the

Emperor, the Archdukes, and the people of the Auflrian provinces, by

whom he was contemplated v/ith curiofity and devotion. Three years he

wandered between Venice and Vienna as an itinerant preacher : he had the

pleafure in one of his journies to be half drowned in a river, and half

ftarvedon a rock, and he vainly hoped to convert the heretics of the North,

or to- receive from their hands the crown of martyrdom. During the laft .\. jy ,£,,

twelve years he was ftationed in the convent of Modena, the humble flave
— '''34«

of the fubjefts of his fon : the city and country were edified by his mifTions

and fermons ; and as often as he appeared in the pulpit, the contraft of his

dignity and. drefs moft eloquently preached the contempt of this world.

The converfion of the Jews, the reformation of manners, the maintenance

of the poor, afforded a datly exercife to tlie zeal of the abdicated Duke

:

but that zeal was always chargeable, often troublelome, and fometimes ridi-

culous : his death was a relief to the court and people j nor have the Princes

of.Efte been ambitious of adorning their family with the name and honours

"iltJ J', of-
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of a faint. The Capuchin might behold, perhaps with pity, and perhaps

with envy, the temporal profperity of his fon. In peace and war, in Italy

and Spain, in the Auftrian and French alUance, the Duke of Modena fup-

^ P ported the dignity of his character : and Francis I. in a larger field, would

1629-1658. have ranked among the generals and ftatefmen of an aftive age.

The name of Rinaldo, a name immortalized by Taflb in epic fong, had

been applied to the youngeft fon of Duke Francis I. : he might faintly re-

member the laft days of his father, and the fhort government of his brother

Alphonfo IV. : but he was no more than feven years of age when his infant

nephew Francis II. fucceeded to the ducal title. In his early youth Rinaldo

was propofed as a candidate for the crown of Poland, a wild, and had it not

failed, a ruinous attempt : the example of fo many of his kinfmen fuggefted a

more rational purfuit ; and in the thirty-fecond year of his age he was promoted

to the dignity of Cardinal, at the requeft ofJames II. King of Great Britain,

who had married his niece. The long reign and (hort life of her brother

Francis II. was an helplefs ftate of minority and difeafe : he died without

children, and had the right female fuccefTion prevailed, the unfortunate

race of the Stewarts might have found a fafe and honourable refuge in the

inheritance of Modena. But as the order of inveftiture preferred the more

diftant males. Cardinal Rinaldo afcended without a queftion the vacant

throne of his nephew. The refignation of liis hat was accepted by the

Pope ; but he might marry without a difpenfation, a princefs of Brunfwick,

jiis coufm in the nineteenth degree ; and this alliance was foon dignified by

the nuptials of her filter with Jofeph King of the Romans, the fon and

fucceflbr of the Emperor Leopold. The life of Rinaldo I. Duke of Mo--

dena, was extended beyond the term of eighty-three years : in the various

fortunes of his long reign he fupported a double exile with fortitude and

patience ; and in the intervals of peace the country was reftored by a wife

and paternal government. His fon Francis III. was of a more atStive fpirit.

He fignalized his valour in the wars of Hungary ; followed the ftandard of

the Houfe of Bourbon ; commanded, or feemed to command, in fevefal

batdes and fieges, and extorted the confeffion, that, had his advice been

followed, the events of the war would have been more fuccefsful. His wife

v/as a princefs of Orleans, the daughter of the regent : f!ie was noble,

beautiful, and rich ; but in the true eftimate of honour the meanell virgin

among his fubjedls would have been a more worthy confort. Their Ion

7 Hercules

i
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Hercules III., the reigning Duke, acquired a valuable and convenient terri-

tory with the heirefs of Maffa Carrara. Their only daughter, by the com-

niand of his inexorable father, was delivered to the Archduke Ferdinand,

the Emperor's brother ; the marriage has been fruitful in children of both

(exes, and the Dutchies of Modena, Reggio, and Mirandola, will foon

be the patrimony of a younger branch of the new family of Auftria. In the

decline of life, Hercules. III. is the fole remaining male of the Houfe of

Efte, and the long current of their blood muft fpeedily be loft in a foreign

ftrcam.

CWj^
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An address. •jc.

f-pHAT Hi(lor7 is a liberal and ufeful ftudy, and that the Hidory of oi:r

own country is beft defcrving of our attention, are propofitions too

clear for argument, and too fimple for illuftration. Nature has implanted

in our breafts a lively impulfe to extend the narrow fpan of our exiftencc,

by the knowledge of the events that have happened on the foil which we

inhabit, of the charaders and adlions of thofe men from whom our defccnt,

as individuals or as a people, is probably derived. The fame laudable emu-

lation will prompt us to review, and to enrich our common treafure of na-

tional glory : and thofe who are the beft entitled to the efteem of pofterity,

are the moft inclined to celebrate the merits of their anceftors. The origin

and changes of our religion and government, of our arts and manners, afford

an entertaining, and often an inftruilive fubjed of fpeculation ; and die

fcene is repeated and varied by the entrance of the viftorious ftrangers, the

Roman and the Saxon, the Dane and the Norman, who have fucccflively

reigned in our ftormy Ifle. We contemplate the gradual progrefs of fociety,

from the loweft ebb of primitive barbarifm, to the full tide of modern civi-

lization. We contraft the naked Briton who might have miftaken the

fphere of Archimedes for a rational creature *, and the contemporary of

Newton, in whole fchool Archimedes himfelf would have been an humble

difciple. And we compare the boats of ofier and hides tliat floated along

our coafts, with the formidable navies which vifit and command the remotcit

Ihores of the ocean. Without indulging the fond prejudices of patriotic

vanity, we may aflume a confpicuous place among the inhabitants of the

earth. The Englifli will be ranked among the few nations who have culti-

• I allude to a paffage in Cicero (de Natuta Deorum, L. ii, C. 34.) Quod fi in Brltan-

Tiiam, fphseram aliquis tulerit hanc, quam nuper familiaris nofter effecit Pofidonius, cuju.t

fingulcE converfiones idem efnciunt in fole, ct in luna, et in quinque ftellis errantibu', quod

eificitur in Cffilo fingulis diebus et noi5libus : quis in ilia barbarie diibitet, quin ea fphsra fit

jperfefta ratione?

4^2 vared
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vated wich equal Tuccefs the arts of war, of learning, and of commerce : and

Britain perhaps is the only powerful and wealthy ftate which has ever pof-

fefled the ineilimable fecret of uniting the benefits of order with the bleffings

of freedom. It is a maxim of our law, and the conftant practice of our

courts of juftice, never to accept any evidence, unlefs it is the very befl:

which, under the circumftances of the cafe, can poffibly be obtained. If

this wife principle be transferred from jurifprudence to criticifm, the inqui-

fitive reader of Englilli Hiftory will foon afcend to the firft witneffcs ofevery

period, from whofe teftimonies the moderns, however fugacious and elo-

quent, muft derive their whole confidence and credit. In the profecutiori

of his inquiries, he will lament that the tranfaclions of the Middle Ages have

been imperfectly recorded, and that thefe records have been more imper-

feflly preferved : that the fuccefTive conquerors of Britain have dcfpifed or

dcdroyed the monuments of their predecefTors ; and that by their violence

or negleft fo much of our national antiquities has irretrievably perifhed.

For the lofles of hiftory are indeed irretrievable : when the produdions of

fancy or fcience have been fwept away, new poets may invent, and new

philofophers may reafon ; but if the infcription of a fingle h&. be once ob-

literated, it can never be reftored by the united efforts of genius and induf-

rry. The confideration of our paft lofles Ihould incite the prefent age to

cheri(h and perpetuate the valuable relics which have efcaped, inftead of

condemning the monkish historians (as they are contemptuoufly ftyled)

filently to moulder in the dufl: of our libraries ; our candour, and even our

juftice, ftiould learn to eftimate their value, andtoexcufe their imperfeflions.

Their minds were infeded with the paffions and errors of their times, bur

thofe times would have been involved in darknefs, had not the art of writ-

ing, and the memory of events, been preferved in the peace and folitude

of the cloifter. Their Latin ftyle is far removed from the eloquence and

purity of Salluft and Livy ; but the \-\k of a permanent and general idiom

has opened the ftudy, and connected the feries of our ancient chronicles,

from the age of Bede to that of Walnngham. In the eyes of a philofophic

obferver, thefe monkifti hiftorians are even endowed with a fingular, though

accidental merit ; the unconfcious fimplicity with which they reprefent the

manners and opinions of tlicir contemporaries : a natural pidture, which the

moft exquifite art is unable to imitate.

Books, before the invention of printing, were feparately, and flowly

copied by the pen ; and the tranfcripts of o\ir old hiftorians muft have been

rare j.
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rare -, fince the number would be proportioned to the number of readers

capable of underftanding a Latin work, and curious of the hiftory and anti-

quities of England. The grofs mafs of the laity, from the baron to the

mechanic, were more addifted to the exercifcs of the body than to thofc

of the mind : the middle ranks of fociety were illiterate and poor, and the

nobles and gentlemen, as often as they breathed from war, maintained their

ftrength and aftivity in the chafe or the tournament. Few among them

could read, ftill fewer could write ; none were acquainted with the Latin

tongue; and if they fometimes liftened to a tale of pad times, their puerile

love of the marvellous would prefer the romance of Sir Launcelot or Sir

Triftram, to the authentic narratives mod honourable to their country and

their anceftors. Till the period of the reformation, the ignorance and fen-

fuahty of the clergy were continually increafing : the ambitious prelate

afpired to pomp and power ; the jolly monk was fatisficd with idlcnefs and

pleafure ; and the few ftudents of the ecclefiaftical order, perplexed rather

than enlightened their underftandings with occult fcience and fcholaftic di-

vinity. In the monaftery in which a chronicle had been compofed, the

original was depofited, and perhaps a copy ; and fome neighbouring churches

might be induced, by a local orprofeflional intercft, to feck the communica-

tion of thefe hiftorical memorials. Such manufcripts were not liable to

fufFer from the injury of ufe ; but the cafualty of a fire, or the flow progrefs

of damp and worms, would often endanger their limited and precarious ex-

iftence. The fanCluaries of religion were fometimes profaned by ariftocratic

opprefTion, popular tumult, or military licence ; and although the cellar was

more expofed tiian the library, the envy of ignorance will riot in the ipoil of

thofc treafures which it cannot enjoy.

After the difcovery of printing, which has bellowed immortality on tlic

works of man, it might be prefumed that the new art would be applied

without delay, to fave and to multiply the remains of our national chronicles.

It might be expe<fced that the Englifli, now waking from a lonn: flumbcr,

fliould blufh at finding themfelves ftrangers in their native country ; and tliat

our princes, after the example of Charlemagne and Maximilian I. would

cfteem it their duty and glory to illuftrate die hiftory of the people over

whom they reigned. But thefe rational hopes have not been juftified by the

event. It was in the year 1474 that our firft prcls was cftablilhed in WtlU

minfter Abbey, by William Caxton : but in the choice of his authors, that

liberal and induftrious artift was reduced to comply with the vicious tafte of

his
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his readers i to gratify the nobles with treatifes on heraldry, hawking, and

the game of chefs, and to amufe the popular credulity with romances of

fabulous knights, and legends of more fabulous faints. The father of print-

ing exprefles a laudable defire to elucidate the hiftory of his country ; but

inftead of publifhing the Latin chronicle of Radulphus Higden, he could

only venture on the Englifh verfion by John de Trevlfa ; and his complaint

of the difficulty of finding materials for his own continuation of that work,

fufficiently attefts that even the writers, which we now poflefs of the fourteenth

and fifteenth centuries, had not yet emerged from the darknefs of the cloifter.

His fucceifors, with lefs fl<ill and ability, were content to tread in the foot-

ileps of Caxton ; almofl: a century elapfed witliout producing one originaj

edition of any old Englilh hiftorian ; and the only exception which I recoj-

k6t is the publication of Gildas (London 1526) by Polydore Virgil, an

ino-enious foreigner. The preffes of Italy, Germany, and even France,

mio^ht plead in theii- defence, that the minds of their fcholars, and the hands

of their workmen, v/eve abundantly exercifed in unlocking the treafures of

Greek and Roman antiquity ; but the world is not indebted to England for

ontjirji edition of a claflic author. This delay of a century is the more to

be lamented, as it is too probable that many authentic and valuable monu-

ments of our hiftory were loft in the diflblution of religious houfes by Henry

the Eighth. The proteftant and the patriot muft applaud our deliverance;

but the critic may deplore the rude havoc that was made in the libraries of

churches and monafteries, by the zeal, the avarice, and the neglefl, of un-

worthy reformers.

Far different from fuch reformers was the learned and pious Matthew

Parker, the firft proteftant Archbifhop of Canterbury, in the reign of

.Queen Elizabeth. His apoftolical virtues v/ere not incompatible with the

love of learning, and while he exercifed the arduous office, not of governing,

but of founding the Church of England, he ftrenuoufly applied himfelf to

revive the ftudy of the Saxon tongue, and of Englifli antiquities. By the

care of this refpedable prelate, four of our ancient hiftorians were fuccef-

fively publifhed : the Flores of Matthew of Weftminfter (1570) ; the Hif-

toria Major of Matthew Paris (157 1); the Vita Elfridi Regis, by Aflerius;

and the Hijloria Brevis, and Upodigma Neujlrice, by Thomas Walfingham.

After Parker's death, this national duty was for fome years abandoned to the

diligence of foreigners. The ecclefiaftical hiftory of Bede had been printed

and reprinted on the continent as the common property of the Latin church i

I and
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and it was again inferted in a colledion ofBritifii writers (Heidelberg 1587),

felefted with fuch critical fkill, that the romance of Jeffrey of Monmouth,

and a Latin abridgment of FroifTard, are placed on the fame level of hif-

torical evidence. An edition of Florence of Worcefter, by Howard,

(1592,) may be nightly noticed ; but we fhould gratefully commemorate

the labours of Sir Henry Saville, a man diftinguifhcd among the fcholars of

the age by his profound knowledge of the Greek language and mathematical

fciences. A jlifl indignation againft the bafe and plebeian authors of our

Englilh chronicles, had almoft provoked him to undertake the tafk of a

general and legitimate hiftory : but his modeft induflry declining the charac-

ter of an architefl, was content to pi'epare materials for a future edifice.

Some of the moft valuable writers of the twelfth and thirteenth centuries

were refcued by his hands from dirt, and duft, and rottennefs (^ fitu Jqualore

et puhere), and his colleiflion, under the common title of Scriplores foji

Bedam, was twice printed ; firft in London (1596), and afterwards at Frank-

fort (1601). During the whole of the feventeenth, and the beginning of

the eighteenth centuries, the fame ftudies were profecuted with vigour and

fuccefs: a mifcellaneous volume of the Anglica Normanica, Sec. (Frank-

fort 1603), and the Hijioria Nova of Eadmer (London 1623), were pro-

duced by Camden and Selden, to whom literature is indebted for more im-

portant fervices. The names of Wheeler and Gibfon, of Watts and War-

ton, of Dugdale and Wilkins, (hould not be defrauded of their due praife •

but our attention is fixed by the elaborate collefbions of Twyfden and Gale ;

and their tides of Decern and ^wtdecim Scriptores announce that their

readers poflefs a feries of twenty-five of our old Englilh hiftorians. The

laft who has dug deep into the mine was Thomas Hearne, a clerk of Ox-

ford, poor in fortune, and indeed poor in underllanding. His minute and

obfcure diligence, his voracious and undiftinguifhing appetite, and the coarfe

vulgarity of his tafte and ftyle, have expofed him to the ridicule of idle

wits. Yet it cannot be denied that Thomas Hearne has gathered many

gleanings of the harveft ; and if his own prefaces are filled with crude and

extraneous matter, his editions will be always recommended by their accu-

racy and ufe.

I am not called upon to enquire into the merits of foreign nations in tlie

ftudy of their refpedive hiftories, except as far as they may fuggeft a ufeful

lefTon, or a laudable emulation to ourfelves. The patient Germans have

adfiifted themfelves to every fpecies of literary labour -, and the divifion of

their

;ii



!U A N A D D R E S S, ^<-.

their vafl: empire into many independent dates would multiply the public

events ofeach country, and the pens, however rude, by which they have been

favcd from oblivion. Befides innumerable editions of particular hiftorians,

I have feen (if my memoiy does not fail me) alifl: of more than twenty of the

voluminous collections of the Scriptores Reruni Germaniairum ; fome of thefe

arc of a vague and mifcellaneous nature; others are relative to a certain pe-

riod of time; and others again are circumfcrlbed by the local limits of a

principality or a province. Among the laft I fhall only diftinguifli the Scrip-

tores Reriim BrunJ'wicenfmm, compiled at Hanover in the beginning of this

century by die celebrated Leibnitz. We fhould fympathize with a kind of

domeilic intereft in the fortunes of a people to whom we are united by our

obedience to a common fovereign ; and we muft explore with refpecl and

gratitude the origin of an illuftrious family, which has been the guardian near

fourfcore years of our liberty and happinels. The antiquarian, who blufhes

at his alliance with Thomas Hearne, will feel his profelTion ennobled by the

name of Leibnitz. That extraordinary genius embraced and improved the

whole circle of human fcience ; and after wreftling with Newton and Clark

in the fublime regions of geometry and metaphyfics, he could defcend upon

earth to examine the uncouth charaders and barbarous Latin of a chronicle

or charter. In this, as in almoft every other adtive purfuit, Spain has been

outftripped by the induftry of her neighbours. The bed coUeftion .of her

national hiftorians was publifhed in Germany : the recent attempts of her

royal academy have been languid and irregular, and if fome memorials of

the foiJrteenth and fifteenth centuries are lately printed at Madrid, her five

oldeft chronicles after the invafion of the Moors ftill fleep in the obfcurity of

provincial editions (Pamplona, 1615, 1634; Barcelona, 1663.) Italy has

been produdive in every age of revolutions and writers ; and a complete

feries of thefe original writers, from the year five hundred to the year fifteen

hundred, are moft accurately digefted in the Scriptores Rermi Italicarum

cf Muratori. This ftupendous work, which fills twenty-eight folios, and

overflows into the fix volumes of the Antiquitates Italia Medii jEvi, was

atchieved in years by one man ; and candour muft excufe fome defefts

in the plan and execution, which the difcernment, and perhaps the envy of

criticiirn has too rigoroufly expoled. The antiquities of France have been

elucidated by a learned and ingenious people : the original hiftorians, which

Duchefne had undertaken to publifli, were left imperfed: by his death, yet

had reached the end of the thirteenth century ; and his additional 'volume

12. (the
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(the fixth) conies home to ourfclves, fince it celebrates die exploits of the

Norman Conquerors and Kings of England. About years ago. the de-

fign of publifhing Lcs Hijhriens dcs Gaules et de la France, was refumed on a

larger fcale, and in a more fplendid form ; and although the name of Dom
Bouquet ftands foremoft, the merit mud be fliared among the veteran Bene-

dictines of die Abbey of St. Germain des Prez at Paris. This noble col-

ledion may be propofcd as a model or fuch national works : the original

texts are correfted from the beft manufcripts ; and the curious reader is en-

lightened, without being opprefled, by the perfpicuous brevity of the pre-

faces and notes. But a mukicude of obftacles and delays feems to have im-

peded the progrefs of the undertaking ; and the Hifiorians cf France h£,d

only attained to the twelfth century, and the thirteenth volume, when a ge-

neral deluge overwhelmed the country, and its ancient inhabitants. I miglit

here conclude this enumeration of foreign ftudies, if the Scriptores Rerun

Dauicaruvi of Langebek and his fuccelTors, which have lately appeared at

Copenhagen, did not remind me of the talle and munificence of a court

and country, whofe fcanty revenues might have apologized for their neglect.

It is long, very long indeed, fince the fuccefsofour neighbours, and the

knowledge of our refources, have difpofed me to wiili, that our Latin me-

morials of the Middle Age, the Scriptores Rerum Anglicarum, might be pub-

lilhed in England, in a manner worthy of the fubjecl and of the country.

At a time when the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire has intimately

connefte'd me w ith the firft hiftorians of France, I acknowledged (in a note)

the alue of the Benediftine Collection, and exprefled my hope that fuch a

national work would provoke our own emulation. My hope has failed, the

provocation was not felt, the emulation was not kindled ; and I have now

feen, without an attempt or a defign, near thirteen years, which might have

fufficed for the execution. During the greateft part of that time I have been

abfent from England : yet I have fometimes found opportunities of intro-

ducino- this favourite topic in converfation with our literary men, and our

eminent bookfellers. As long as I expatiated on the merits of an under-

taking, fo beneficial to hiftory, and fo honourable to the nation, I w^as heard

with attention ; a general wifli feemed to prevail for its fuccefs : but no fooner

did we ferioufly confult about die beft means of promoting that fuccefs, and

ofreducing a pleafing theory into a real aftion, than we were ftopped, at the

firft ftcp, by an infuperablc dilHcuky—the choice of an editor. Amo.ngthe

authors already known to the public, nonCj after a fair review, could be

VOL. II. 4 Y foundj



^14 A N A D D R E S S, b'r.

found, at once pofiefied of ability and inclination. Unknown, or at lead

untried abilities could not infpire much reafonable confidence ; fome were

too poor, others top rich j fome too bufy, others too idle : and we knew not

where to feek our Englifh Muratori ; in the tumult of the metropolis, or in

the fhade of the univerfity. The age of Herculean diligence, which could

devour and digefl whole libraries, is pafled away j and I fat down in hopelefs

defpondency, till I fhould be able to find a perfon endowed with proper qua-

lifications, and ready to employ feveral years of his life in affiduous labour,

without any fplendid profpeft of emolument or fame.

The man is at length found, and I now renew the propofal in a higher

tone of confidence. The name of this editor is Mr. John Pinkertcn ; but as

that name may provoke fome refentments, and revive fome prejudices, it is

incumbent on me, for his reputation, to explain my fentiments without re-

fe'rve ; and I have the fatisfaflion of knowing that he will not be difpleafed

with the freedom and fincerity of a friend. The impulfe of a vigorous mind

urged him, at an early age, to write and to print, before his tafte and judg-

ment had attained to their maturity. His ignorance of the world, the love of

paradox, and the warmth of his temper, betrayed him into fome impro-

prieties, and thofe juvenile fallies, which candour will excufe, he himfelf is

the firft to condemn, and will perhaps be the laft to forget. Repentance has

long fince propitiated the mild divinity of Virgil, againft whom the rafh

youth, under a fidtitious name, had darted the javelin of criticifm. He
fmiles at his reformation of our Englifh tongue, and is ready to confefs, that

in all popular inftitutions, the laws of cuftom muft be obeyed by reafon her-

felf The Goths ftill continue to be his chofen people, but he retains no

antipathy to a Celtic favage -, and without renouncing his opinions and

arguments, he fincerely laments that thofe literary arguments have ever

been embittered, and perhaps enfeebled, by an indifcreet mixture of anger

and contempt. By fome explofions of this kind, the volatile and fiery par-

ticles of his nature have been difcharged, and there remains a pure and folid

fubflance, endowed with many aftive and ufeful energies. His recent pub-

lications, a Treatife on Medals, and the edition of the early Scotch Poets,

difcover a mind replete with a variety of knowledge, and inclined to every

liberal purfuit ; but his decided propenfity, fuch a propenfity as made Bent-

ley a critic, and Rennel a geographer, attrafts him to the ftudy of the Hif-

tory and Antiquities of Great Britain ; and he is well qualified for this

ftudy, by a fpirit of criticifm, acute, difcerning, and fufpicious. His edition

6 of
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of the original Lives of the Scottifh Saints has fcattered feme rays of light

over the darkeft age of a dark country : fince there are fo many circumftanccs

in which the moft daring legendary will not attempt to remove the well-

known landmarks of truth. His Diflertation on the Origin of the Goths,

with the Antiquities of Scotland, are, in my judgment, elaborate and fatis-

fa<5tory works ; and were this a convenient place, I would gladly enumerate

the important queftions in which he has reftitied my old opinions concerning

the migrations of the Scythic or German nation from the neighbourhood of

the Cafpian and the Euxine to Scandinavia, the eaftern coafts of Britain, and

the fhores of the Atlantic ocean. He has fince undertaken to illuftrate a

more interefting period of the Hiftory of Scodand ; his materials are chiefly

drawn from papers in the Britifh Mufeum, and a fkilful judge has afllired

me, after a perufal of the manufcript, that it contains more new and authen-

tic information than could be fairly expefted from a writer of the eighteenth

century. A Scotchman by birth, Mr. Pinkerton is equally difpofed, and

even anxious, to illuftrate the Hiftory of England: he had long, without my
knowledge, entertained a project fimiiar to my own ; his twelve letters, un-

der a fiftitious fignature, in the Gentleman's Magazine (1788), difplay the

zeal of a patriot, and the learning of an antiquarian. As foon as he was in-

formed, by Mr. Nicol the bookfeller, of my wifhes and my choice, he ad-

vanced to meet me with the generous ardour of a volunteer, confcious of his

ftrength, defirous of exercife, and carelefs of reward; we have difcufted, in

feveral converfations, every material point that relates to the general plan and

arrangement of the work ; and I can only complain of his exceffive docility

to the opinions of a man much lefs fkilled in the fubjeft than himfelf. Should

it be objefted, that fuch a work will furpafs the powers of a fingle man, and

that induftry is beft promoted by the divifion of labour, I muft anfwer, that

Mr. Pinkerton feems one of the children of thofe heroes, whofe race is al-

moft extinftj that hard alTiduous ftudy is the fole amufement of his indepen-

dQpt leifure ; that his warm inclination will be quickened by the fenfe of a

duty refting folely on himfelf j and that he is now in the vigour of age and

health j and that the moft voluminous of our hiftorical collections was the

moft fpeedily finilhed by the diligence of Muratori alone. I muft add, that

I know not where to feek an aflbciate ; that tlie operations of a fociety are

often perplexed by the divifion of fentiments and characfters, and often re-

tarded by the degrees of talent and application ; and that the editor will be

4 V 2 always
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always reaJy to receive the advice of judicious counfellors, and to employ

the hand of fubordinate workmen.

Two queftions will immediately arife, concerning tfie title of our hiftorical

collefbion, and the period of time in which it may be circumfcribed. The
firllofthefe queftions, whether it fhould be ftyled the Scriptores Refum Bri~

tannicarum, or the Scripores Rerum Anglicarian, will be produftive of more

than a verbal difference : the former impofes the duty of publiflung all ori-

ginal documents that relate to the hiftory and antiquities of the Britifh

iflands; the latter is fatisfied with the fpacious, though lefs ample, field of

England. The ambition of a conqueror might prompt him to grafp the

whole Britifli world, and to think, with Casfar, that nothing w.^s done while

any thing remained undone.

Nil aSitim reputans dum quid fupereffet agendum

.

But prudence foon difcerns the inconvenience of increafing a labour al-

ready fufficiently arduous, and of multiplying the volumes of a work, which

muft unavoidably fwell to a very refpeftable fize. The extraneous append-

ages of Scotland, Ireland, and even Wales, would impede our progrefs, vio-

late the unity of defign, and introduce into a Latin text a ftrange mixture of

favage and unknown idiom. For the fake of the Saxon Chronicle, the editor

of the Scriptores Rerum Anglicarmn will probably improve his knov^ledge of

our mother tongue j nor will he be at a lofs in the recent and occafional ufe

of fome French and Englifh memorials. But if he attempts to hunt the old

Britons among the iflands of Scotland, in the bogs of Ireland, and over

the mountains of Wales, he muft devote himfelf to the ftudy of the Celtic

dialects, without being affured that his time and toil will be compenfated by

any adequate reward. It feems to be almoft confefTed, that the Highland

Scots do not polTefs any writing of a remote date ; and the claims of the

Wclfh are faint and uncertain. The Irifh alone boaft of whole libraries,

which they fometimes hide in the faftnefTes of their country, and fometimes

tranfport to their colleges abroad : but the vain and credulous obftinacy with

which, amidft the light of fcience, they cherifh the IVIilefian fables of their

infancy, may teach us to fufpeft the exiftence, the age, and the value of thefe

manufcripts, till they fhallbe fairly expofcd to the eye of profane criticifm.

This exclufion, however, of the countries which have fince been united to

the crown of England muft beunderftood with fome latitude : the Chrooicle

of Melrofs is common to the borderers of both kingdoms : the Expugnatio

8 - Hiierfti.t
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///iJ^r?//^ of Giraldus Cambrenfis contains the interefting ftory of 6;^/- fcttle-

ment in the weftern ifle ; and it may be judged proper to infcrt the Latin

Chronicle of Caradoc, (which is yet unpublilhed,) and the code of native

laws which were abolifhed by the conqueror of Wales. Even the EnglilTi

tranfaftions in peace and war with our independent neighbours, efpecially

thofeof'Scodand, will be bed illuftrated by a fiir comparifon of the hoftile

narratives. The fecond queftion, of the period of time which this Colleftion

fliould embrace, admits of an eafier decifion j nor can we act more pru-

dently, than by adopting the plan of Muratori, and the French Benedidtines,

who confine themfelves within the limits of ten centuries, from the year five

hundred to the year fifteen hundred of the Chriftian sra. The former of

thefe dates coincides with the moft ancient of our national writers ; the latter

approaches within nine years of the accefllon of Henry VIII., which Mr.

Hume confiders as the true and perfeft sera of modern hiftory. From that

time we are enriched, and even opprefTed, with fuch treafures of contempo-

rary and authentic documents in our own language, that the hiftorian of the

prefent or a future age will be only perplexed by the choice of facts, and the

difficulties of arrangement. Exoriatur aliqiiis—a man of genius, at once elo-

quent and philofophic, who fhould accomplifh, in the maturity of age, the

immortal work which he had conceived in the ardour of youth.
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pared with that of M% de la Nauze, 25. His Me-
moirs on Sculpture, 26. On the Maufoleum, ii^/^.

Caxton obliged to comply with the bad talle of the

times in the bocks he printed, 709.
Cdlarius compared with Emmius, 92.

Chais (l\lr.k), his Letters on Jubilees, 288. 291.

Chafelle (Mr.), his Neceflity of Public Worfliip,

266.

Charles (the Eighth), critical remarks on his title to

the Crown of Naples, 6. His inveftiture de-

pended on the juftice of Frederick's depofition,

16.

Charlevoix' i Hiftory of France, 266.

Chaufefie's Didlionary, 2l'7.

Chelfum (Dr.), contrafted with Mr. Davis, 603.
Wiili Dr. Watfon, 604. His opinion refpeiling

the military fervice of the firll Chriflians ex-

amined, 6c6. His opinion of the conduft of

Marcellus the Centurion examined, 610. His
remarks on Eufebius's Ecclefiallical Hillory con-

fidercd, 614. His opinion of Eufebius's moral

charafter examined, 622.

Chrijlianity, hiftory of, in the firft three centuries,

very impcrfeft, 597.
Chrifina, Memoirs of, 287. The encouragement

fhe gave to, ar.d advance flie made in, literature,

451.
Cicero de Oratore, 85. His mode of travelling from

Rome to Cilicia minutely examined, 332.

Clemens, obfervations on his Lpiftles regarding Eifliops,

(-•7 2,

C/erc (Mr. le), his Bibliotheque Univerfelle, Vol. I.

56. II. 57. 111. 61. Compared with Bayle,

6-2. His Diflertation onthe, Greek Middle Verb
examined, and compared with Kufter's, 73. Quo-
tation from, reftihed, 568.

Clogher (Bifhopof), his Eflay on Spirit, 291.

Clos (Mr. du), his Confiderations on Morals, 292.
His Hiftory of Lewis XI. 266.

Clwuerii Ar.tiqua Italia examined, 167. 177, 193.

195. 200. 217. 2,29, 239. His Remarks on the

Pafla^es of the Alps conlidered, 181. His fen

-

timents refpefting the origin of Rome examined,

220. His general charaiier, 241. 245.
Commerce, ftate of, in the fourteenth century, 428.
Concord, account of a te.mple to, 132.

Cottdamini's
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CoHtiamtne's Travels in Italy, 297. 299.
Contiillac, his Treatife on Syftems, 284.
Cor/(yfs Dialogues, 181.

Coarai'fr's Defsnce, &c. 2 1 8.

Craj/aj's Hiftory of Denmark, 181.

CrifUifm, reflexions upon, 462. Its materials and
its employment, 463. Farther reflexions, 466.

Crufaies, the firft in the eleventh century, 412.

The advantages derived from it, ibid. The
fecond crufade, account of, 415. Crufades la

the thirteenth century, account of, 421.
Cumherland\ Treatife, tranflated by Barbeyrac, 240.
C»/fr'5 Letters, 227.

D.

Z)^/i'«*s Hiflory of Sweden, 276. 28^.

Daniel (Father), a fentiment cf his, 21.

David (King), hiftory of, 165. His curfes, diiTer*

tation on, 249.
Davit (Mr.), anfwer to his objeftions to the XVth

and XVIth Chapters of the Decline and Fall

of the Roman Empire, 551. Reafons for the

Anfwer, 553. His notice of errors of the prefs,

558. His charge of mifreprefentation account-

ed for by the differect editions confuhed, 559.
His mention of the Jewifh hiftory, ibid. His

charge cf plagiarifm examined, 593.
Dedications, account of, 441. One from the Author

to his Father, ibid.

Delany'i Sermons, 249.
Dejlandes, his Hiftory of Philofophy, 134. His Eflay

on the Marine of the Ancients, 281.

Dion (Cafliiis), edited by Reimar, 292. References

to, fupported, 580.

Difton's Demonilration, S:c. 199.
Dod^ell, charafler of, 55.

Duchefne, his publication of Let Hijioriens des Gaules

et de la France, 712.

Ehuto, his poem on the Troubles of Sicily, 26;.

Eccard, account of his Guelphica: Origincs, 640'.

Eccelin (the Firft), charafler cf, 679.
- (the Second), account of, ibid.

. (the Third), his charafter, 681.

Edmcnds'i Negociations, 285.

Egide (Mr,), his account of a.miflion into Green-

land, 236.

EUuJls, the mort illuftrious of the religious focieties

of the ancients, 500.

FJlis\ Voyage to Hudfon's Bay, 280.

Emmius, his Geographical Defcription of Greece,

92. Compared wiih Cel'.arius, ibid.

England, ftate of, in the ninth century, 406. In the

tenth, 409. In the eleveatb, 411. In the

vol,. I 1.

twelfth, 414. In the thirteenth, 420. lo the

fourteenth, 425. In the Bft^enth, 432.
Ephimerii, his fyftem, 484. Did not prevail till

the time of the emperors, 486.

Era/mm, his Life, by Burigny, examined, 74.
His Ciceronianas, 76. His Colloquia, 80.

The encouragement he jave to literature, 450.

Efie, family of, their conneilion with the MdrquilTet

of Tufcany examined, 652. 666. 674. The
decline of the family, 676. The caftle of Eft«

taken, 680. Account of their marriages, 689,
The extin£licn of the legitimate race, 694. The
power of their princes, 700. Their cbaraden,
ibi^.

EJlrade (Count of), his Letters, 227. 237.

Eufebius, pifiagefrom, refpecting the perfecution in

Egypt, 573. Paftage relpsdling Maxentiuj,

575. Account of the Chronicle afributed to

•him and Jerom, 576. His Ecclefiaftical Hif-

tory coafidered, 614. His moral cha.-adsr ex-

amined, 622.

Falrieius, on the Theology of Water, 181.

Falconieri, his DifTertatioo on the Pyramid of Cef-

tius, 161.

Fapion, the influence of, upon p«rticular fcienccj, at

particular periods, 449.
Fatimite Caliph, dynafty of, in the tenth century,

408.

Ferdinand, defcended from the Houfe of Aragon, 7.

Legitimated by a folemn aft, 8. The fentence

of Innocent I\'., regarding him, irregular, 14.

Ferrara, diftlnguiftied by the birth of Ariofto and
Tafl"j, 693. Surrender of, by Don Cefar, to

the Pope, 604.

Fleury (Abbe), his Work on the Method of Study,

273.
Folard compared with Guichardt, 53. His tranfla<

tion of Polybius, 54.

Fonttaelle, his Comedif s examined, 44. Character

rf his Works, 55.

Fofler's Sermors, 107. 142.

Fourmont, his Reflexions Critiques examined, lot.

His Chinefe Grammar, 237.

Frederic (the Second), lawful King of Naples, 7.

French Empire, ruin cf, in the ninth century, 406.

Scale of, in the tenth cen:ury, 407. In tfce

twelfth, 414. In the thirteenth, 419. In the

fourteenth, 424. In the fifternth, 433.

Freret, his DifTertation oti the Marble of Paros,

26. His Diifertation on the Deluges of Ojiyges

and DeucaHon, 60. Quotation fron, regarding

fnndnefs for fvftems 449, nou. Regarding tae

fecret of the Mytleiies, 500, ucte.

4« Gait,
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G.

Gale, his Col!e<5lion of Monkiih Hiflorians, 711.
Cebaner, his Life of Richard of Cornwall, Empe-

ror of Germany, 243.
Gedoyn, his aiiTertations compared with thofe of Mr.

de la Barre, 63.

Gendre (Mr. le), bis Antiquities of the French Na-
tion, 219.

Germans, their fituation in the tenth century, 408.
in the eleventh, 410. In the twelfth, 413.
In the thirteenth, 418. In the foiiiteenth, 423.
In the fifteenth, 431

.

Giaconius, on the Co.'umna Rojlraia of Duilius, con-

fiJered, 161.

Giannoni's Hiftory of Naples, 227.

Gimelin, his Travels into Siberia, 268,

Gordon's Political Difcourfes, 219.

GorP% SymbolsE Florentine, 30 |.

Goujet, his Bibliotheque Fran^oife, 249.
Crte'vii The/aurui, Vol. I\^. 154.

Grainger's Travels into Egypt, 267.

Graviiia, a MSS. Del Go'verno Ci'vili di Roma exa-

mined, 402.
Grotiui, his character contralted with that of Salma-

flU5, I.

Guazveji's. Letter to Cochi, on the Cifalpine Gallic

War, critically examined, 351.

Guelph, the root of the German and of the Britilh

line of the family of Efte, 674.
GueJphs and Ghibellins, feme account of, 418. 679.
Guichardt, his Memoircs Militaires fur le Grecs, S:c.

Guido (Marquis of Tufcany), account of, 650.

Guigner, his Memoir on the Dellrudion of the Greek
Monarchy in Badriana, 25.

fafls, ibid Slight circumftances frequently of
importance, 478.

Homer, enquiiy into his life and wtitingj, 50. The
night adventure in the Iliad compared with

the Nifus and Euryalus of Virgil, 52. Conti-

nuation of the Iliad, 56. Achilles's fhield

compared with the defcription of the Ihield in

Virgil, 58. Examination of the games cele-

brated at the funeral of Patroclus, 65. The
24th Iliad confidered, 66. Reafons for reading

Homer before any other Greek writer, ibid.

His Life, in Greek, publifhed by Gale, exa-

mined, 87. His Odyfley, 92.
Horace compared with Juvenal, as a fatirift, 97.

The Fifth Satire of the Firft Book, 260. The
fame, minutely examined, 325. Firft feven

Epiflles of the Firll Book, 303. Explanation of
the 35th Ode of the Firil Book, by Mr. Ad-
difon, 350. A paflage in the Art of Poetry

examined, 467.
Honxiard, his edition of Florence of Worcefter, 711.
Hugh, or Hugo (Count of Provence), account of,

651. _

Hugo (Marquis of Tufcany), charafter of, 664.
Hurd (Dr.), his Commentary on Horace's Art of

Poetry, 26. Examination of, 27. His cha-
raflers of Iphigenia and Eledlra confidered, 30.
His Rules for Epic Poetry, ibid. His fenti-

ments upon the Ancient Chorus examined, 35.
His account of the Satires, &c. 37. His Notes
on the Epiftle to Augullus, 39. His Difcourfe

on the Provinces of the Drama, ibid. His
Difcourfe on Poetical Imitation, 45.

Hyacinthi (Saint), philofophical refearches by, 239.

I.

H.

Holler's Catalogue of Plants in Switzerland, 225.

His Poems tranfiaied, 268.

Halley (Dr.), his Abllrait of Dodwell's book, De
Cyclis, examined, S3.

Hard. on, his DifT'irtaiion on the Oracle at Delphi,

61.

Hardouin's Commentary on the New Teftament, 219.

HarleianMifcellany, 266. 281.

Harris's three Treatifes examined, 248.

Havercamp's CoUedion regarding the Pronunciation

of the Greek, 194.

Hearne, his charadler as an editor, 711.

Heineccius, his Hiftory of the German Law, loi.

Hejiod, edited by Robinfon, 134.

Hijhrian, the fources of his information pointed out,

595. and the ufehe makes of them, ibid.

Hiftory, fubjefts fit for, 23. The Univerfal Hiftory,

225. 227. 237. 244. 248. Is the knowledge of

caufes and efFefts, 477. Rules for the choice of

6

Ignatius, account of, given by Mr. Gibbon, jufti-

fied, 583.
Italy, ftate of, in the thirteenth century, 418. In

the fourteenth, 423. In the fifteenth, 430. 437.
Itineraria Vetera, edited by Wefleling, 99.

Jews, account of, in anfwer to Mr. Davis, 559.
Jortin (Dr.), quotation from his Sixth Diirenaiion,

524.
"Journal des Scavans, 259.
Julian, Life of, by Bleierie, 102.

Juftin (Martyr), paiTage from, examined and jufti-

fied, 577.
Jwvenal, his third Satire examined, 95. His fourth,

96. His fifth, 97. His fixth, ibid, and g(). His
feventh, 101. His eighth, 102. His ninth

and tenth, 105. His eleventh and twelfth,

107. His thirteenth and fourteenth, 110. 113.

His fifteenth and fixteenth, 114. Compared
with Horace, 97— 108. With Boileau, 108.

General obfervations upon, ii6.

Kenig't
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K.

Kenig's Appeal to the Public, 292.

Ker/eboom'i Treatife on the Inhabitants of Holland,

&c. 227.

Keyjler\ Travels, 302.

AT/^Vs Hiftory of Filhes, 227.

LaBantius, quotation from, 579.
Lambert (Marquis of Tufcany), account of, 651.

Lami's, Learning of the Apoftles, 14.2.

Langebek, his edition of the Scriftores Rerun Dani-

carum, 7 1
3.

Longer, Letter to hira, on the fubjedl of the Me-
moirsof theHoufeof Brurfwick, 632.

Leibnitz., his charafter and purfuits, 638.712.
Lejiter'i Theology of Infefts, 237.

Letters on RoufTeau and Saurin, 181.

Leivis (the Ninth), charafter of, 419.
Libanius^sLti\.et%, by Welf, 165.

Linnaus\ Travels into Weftern Gothland, 268.

Literature, the ftate of, in the fourteenth century,

428. Theencouragement it met with at different

periods, 449. Its decline, 451. To what

owing, ibid. Great men attached to it, 452.

Liutprand (Bifljop of Cremona), fame account of his

Hiftory, 653.

Li'vy and Polybius compared, as to Hannibal's paf-

fage over the Alps, 182. Parallel between, and

Tacitus, 47g.
Longinus, his Treatife on the Sublime, in the edition

of Tollius, confidered, 72- 74. 78- 84. 86,

Loiuth (Bifhop), his Tranflation of Ifaiah mention-

ed with praife, 561.

Lucca, defcription of, 646.

Lucian, edited by Hemfterhuis and Gefnsr, 236.

Lucretia, her charafter, 689.

Lyjias, edited by Taylor, 181.

M.

Mably, his Obfervations fur les Grecs, 92. His Pa-

rallel between the French and the Romans, 219.

Machia'vel, a republican, 219.

Maclaurin\ account of Newton's Difcoveries, 281.

Mahmud of Gafna, the firfl prince who afl'umed the

title of Sultan, 410.

Mairan, his Treatife on Ice, 2S5.

Mallet, his Poem of Amintor and Theodora, 268.

Introduftion to the Hiftory of Denmark exa-

mined, 305.

Marcellits (the Centurion), his conduft confidered,

6io.

Marchiali, or L'Homme au Mafque de Fer, conjec-

tures refpefting, 527.

MartKS, his fitting on the ruins of Carthage, 29.

Marozia, her conduft defcfibed, 654,
Marquit, or Margra-ve, origin of the title, 648.

Marriage, the BecelHty of \U inlliiation io civilized

countries, 7.

Marjham'i Canon Chror.icus, 67. The grouodi of

his deferenc-e for the Parian Marble diiputed, <i3.

Marli's Letters, 142.

Marlyn's Tranflation of Virgil's Georgics, 265.

Mttjfieu, his Hiltory of French Poetry, iSl.

Maty (Dr ), his Letter to Mr. Gibbon, upon hit

Effaifur VEtude, &C. 443,
*

Maupertuii, his ElTay on Moral Philofopby, 284.

His Works, 292.

M^</a/», antient, refleftions on, 346.

Medici, family of, the encouragement they gave to

literature, 450.
Metric (Mr. de la), his Penelope's Web, 278. Hii

Happy Life, 281.

A/^Kfr/af's Ovid, 52.

Middleton (Dr.), his Treatife on the Roman Senate,

276. His Free Enquiry into the Miracles, &C.

282. Contrafted with Baronius, 594.

Moine (Mr. le), his Treatile on Miracles eenfured,

278.
Montague (Lady Mary), her Letters, 268.

Montfaucoii, his Library of MSS. 154. HisAntiqul-

ties, 301.

Montgon (Abbede), his Memoirs, 249.

More/l's Treafury of Imperial Medals, 292.

Mijheim, his Syntagma Diflertationum, 98. Men-
tioned with praife, 585. Charge of mifquoting

him refilled, 586.

Motte--ville (Madame de), her Memoirs of Anne of

Auftria charafterized, 64.

Muratori, his Differtation on the Brazen Table found

near Velleia, 304. Charafter of, and account

of his produftions, 640. 712.

N.

Nardini, his account of Rome examined, 120. i 23.

129. 134. 138. 142. Examinaiion of the

meaning he attributes to the words in/ula and

domus, 125. Its general charafter, 136. Ac-

count of the Circus examined, 144. His ac-

count of the Tiber confidered, 149. Concla-

fion of the Work, 153.

Nauze (M. de la), his Diflertation on the Roman
Calendar. 25. His Dilfertation upon Pliny's

Book on Painting, ibid. Compared with Count

Caylus, ibid. His Remarks on .Ancient Geo-

graphy, 261.

Navarre (King of), Poems by, 227.

NiHufion, account of his condemnation, 574.

Normans, their charafter, in the eleventh ccntary,

411.

Olivier.,
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Olivier, a Poem, characterized, 22S.

Orofius, edited by Havercamp, 154..

Orfhsus, his Hymn to Muf2;u.s, opinions reCpefling,

501.

Othert (the Firft), accountoF, 656.—— (the Second), actoutit of, 662.

Otho (the Great), his conJuft confidered, 657.

Ottef\ Travels in Turkey, z8 1

.

Ourhier, his Voyage to the North, 249.

Ovid, his Fafti examined, 263. 269. A minute ac-

count of its merits and defedls given, 342. The
Dauphin edition cenfured, 263. The anachro-

nifms of Ovidiiifgufting, 46b.

Pagani/m, fyftem of, 4S0. Their oracles not lefs

ancient and venerable than their mylleries, 499.
Their oracles confulted upon all occafions, r'^/d'.

Examination of their mylleries, 500.

Palejlir.e, meafure and extent of, 566.

Paolo (Fra), a quotation from, lupported, 572.

Parier (Archbifhop), his charafter, 710. An ac-

count of the books he publifiied, iiid,

Peterjburgh, Memoirs of the Academy, 287.

Philo, by Mangey, 240.

Philofophy, of a genius for, 474. What it is not, ihid.

What it i?, ibid. Of the afliftance it receives

from literature, 475.
Pbotius, extrafts from, 3.

Phyfics, the advantages of the ancients over the mo-
derns, in the fludy end cultivation of, 471.

Pilkington (Mr. John), his charafter, 7 14. Recom-
mended as a proper perfon to edite the Scrip-

tores Rerum Anglicarum, 715.

Piron's Comedy Metromanie examined, 296.

Pliny (the younger), his advice refpefting reading, 3.

His Epiftles edited by Cortius, 99. Reference

to, 582. Th€ date of his confulftiip exa-

mined, 59Z.

riuche (Abbe), his Hiftory of the Heayens confider-

ed, 164.

Poccck'i Defcription of the Eaft, 265.

Poetry, its province and fourccf, 453. Themanners
of the ancients mere favcurable than thofe of

the moderns to its cultivation, 454. The means
of perceiving its beauties, 456. Whether it

fhould confine itfelf to the truth of biftory, 467.

Pclybiu!, his charafter, 177. Compared with Livy,

in his account of Hannibal's march over the

Alps, 182.

Poitoppidari'i Gefta Danorum, ziq.

Popes, thtir druggies with the princes of Germany,
in the eleventh century, 410. In the twelfth,

I

413. Their power, in the thirteenth century,

4J7. Their removal to Avignon, and confer

quences of it, 422. I'heir conduft in the fif-

teenth century, 430.
Port Royal Greek Grammar confidered, 70.
Pc/Zfj- (Archbifhop), his Grecian Antiquities, 63. 93.

Pouilly (Mr. de), his Theory of agreeable Senti-

ments, 26^. His opinion refpefting the firll five

ages of Rome, 464.
Premonlval's Monogamy, 288.

Fre'vot'i Hiftory of William the Conqueror, 226.

Princes, their power of difpofing of their kingdoms
confidered, 17.

Prudentius, quotation from, 1,70.

^inSilian, edited by Gefner, 175.

Rotations, Mr. Gibbon's mode of making them, as

reprefented by Mr. Davis, 556.

Raleigh (Sir Walter), remarks on his death, g, notf.

Randolph (Dr.), contralled with Mr. Davis, 603.
With Dr. Watfon, 604.

Raynal, his Hiftory of the Ofiice of Stadtholderj

282.

Reading, the mode of doing it with advantage, i.

Reaumur, his Natural Hiftory of Bees, 248. His Art
of hatching Eggs, 2S4.

Religion, determined by the majority of a commu-
nity, 13. The difRculty of arriving at the

knowledge of it, 481. Reafon but of little ufe

in the enquiry, 483. The Greek of Egyptiarj

origin, ibid. The Egyptian allegorical, ibid;

Ofthe«or3iip of heioes, 484. The opinions

of favages upon the fubjedl confufed, 4S6.
The generation and hierarchy of the gods, 48S.

The godsof hum^n life, 489. The fyftems of
liberty and necf fUty, ibid. The latter adopted

by the ancients, 7^V. Union of the two fpecies

of divinities, 490. Were fubjedl to human
paflions, ibid: Had their partialities, ibid. And
their contefts, 491. Aflumed the human form,

492. And were fubjed to bodily pains aiid

pleafures, ibid,

Renie, her charafter, 690.
Richard (the Firll, of England), confidered as a fub-

jcft for hiftory, 24.

Richer, his voyage to Peru, z8i. His Parallel of
the Arondelian Marbles, &c. 286. His Mofes
defended againft Appian, 288. His Differtatjon

on Uflier's Chronology, 291.

Rinaldo (the Firft), account of, 704.
Roman roads and highways confidered, 313. The

marches of their armies noticed, 339. Their
triumphs
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tiiomphs minutely examined, 361, The right

of triumph confidered, 362. And the autho-

rity by which it was conferred, /^V. The per-

fons on whom, 365. The reafons for which it

was granted, 369. The gate through which
they pafl'ed, 384. The triumphal ftiews and
ceremonies, 397.

Romans, their conduit to Perfeus and Jugurtha con-

trafted, 4C0. The reafons for the difference,

iiU. Controverfy regarding the firfl five cen-

turies of Rome, examined, 464. Reflexions oa
that controverfy, 466.

Sutii'ius Numantianus, his Poem minucel)' examined,

252.

Sahna/ius, his charafler contralled with that of Gro-
tius, I.

Saur:n's pleading againft Rouffeau, 239.
Sauille (Sir Henry), his editions of Scriptoret poft

BeJam, yu.
Savorvin (iMr. de), bis Sentimens d'uit Homme de

Guerre, 55.
Scarron'i Works, 293.
Schedius, De Diis Germanis, 199.
Scbukeus, the Eioge of, 285.
Sciences, their connexion with one another pointed

out, 470. Not indebted to luxury for their ex-
iftence, 494.

Se&anus, his Satires, 154.
Seiz, (ivlr.) his Jubilee of Printing, 194.
Silius Itaiicus, his Catalogue examined, 3 19.

Spain, ftate of, in the tenth century, 408. In the

eleventh, 412. In the twelfth, 414. ]n the

thirteenth, 420. In the fourteenth, 426. In

the fifteenth, 435.
Spanheim, De Prxftantia et Ufu Numifmatum, ex-

amined, 275. 277. 283. 295. 297. 302.
Subbing''iT)efence oi Chriftianity, 288.

Strabo examined, 262.
Suetonius, edited by Oudendorp, 287.

Sulpicius Se'verus, tranflation of a pafTage of, jufti-

fied, 570.
Sulpitia, her Satire examined, 118.

Siviixerland, the eftablifhment of its government, in

ihe fourteenth century, 424.

Tacitus, parallel between, and Livy, 479.
Tar/ar Conquerors, fome account of, in the thir-

teenth century, 416.
Taylor'^ DifFertation, 227.

Telemachus, charafter of, 506. Compared with Se-

thos, 5 14, note,

TerraJJhn, his Sethos charailerized, 93. Compared
with Telemachus, 514, note.

Ttrtullian, quotation from, c68. and the name of
the Treatife rtclified, ibid. Account of, and
reafon for, quoting his writings, 569.

Thebttan Legion, difTertaiion on the martyrdom of,

264.
Thomas, his Eloge on the Du'<e of Sully, 279.
Tiberius, his age the mod vicious of aoiiquiiy, 478.
Tillemont, his Hijioire des Emperturs, 80. Hi» ciiin-

pilations metJlioned with praife, 596.
Timur, or Tamerlane, account of, 427. 429.
ToUius, bis edition of Longinus, 72. Gujlus Ani-

mad'verf.onum Criticarum, 90.
Tranquebar, miiEons to, 240.
Trembley (Mr.), his Refearches on the Polypus, 244.
Turks, their conquefts in the fourteenth century, 42-'.

Their condud in the fifteenth, 429.
Turretin Alphon/o, his Eloge by Vernet, 134.

Vaillant, his book on Medals, 303.
Valois, his Diflertacion on the Amphiiflyon}, 62.
Vegeiiush Inftitutions, 244.
Venice, the league of Cambray againft, 686.

Venutt'% Difcoveries at Herculanejm, 190.
Vernet, his Eloge on Alphonfo Turretin, 134. His

Letters on the Pronoun Thou, 292.

Vertot'% Sentiments on the Social War, combated,
202.

Ve/wvius, Hiftory of, by the Academy of Naples,
226.

Viani's account of Mezzabarba's voyage to China,

'75-.

Virgil, his ^neid examined by Dr. Hurd, 34. His
ftory of Nifus and Euryalus compared with the

night-adventure in the Jliad, 52. The de-
fcription of the (hield compared with that

in the Iliad, 58. His tomb, different opi-

nions concerning, 234. His Georgics trsnf-

lated by Martyn, 265. His Works edited by
Heinfius and Burman, 268. His Caialn»ue
pralfed, 314. His ilory of Mezentius exa-

mined, 315. His defcription of the Temple of

Janus, 393. The necelTity of being acquainted

Nviih the ftate of Rome, iss infancy, and its

fplcndoar, to underftand his beauties, 4^7. His
addrefs in the conduft of the .^Eoeid, 458. His
Georgics, 459. The purpofe for which they

weie written, ibid. His anachronifms compcn-
iated by his beauties, 468. The inlUrcc of
Mezcntiu' (lain by .Xfcanius, ibid. The Epi-

fode rf Dido examined and juftified, 469. The
interpretation of the 6th ^ncid by Bifhop
Warburton, examined and cenfured, 497. An
SvCCunt of that interpretation. 498. The na-

ture and plan of tho ./Eneid '.onfidered, 501.

The charafler of --Eneas examined, 502. His

difcourfe with .Anchifes, in ihc inferr.al regions,

509. His account of JEaea'i dcfceor, 512.
The
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7J5 INDEX TO THE SECOND VOLUME,

The epTode of the infernal (hades borrowed

from Homer, 515. Its beauties pointed out,

ibid. The reafons why Virgil has not recorded,

in his 6th j^neid, the fecret of the Eleufinian

Myfteries, 516. His Life, prefixed to Holdf-

worth's Remarks, mentioned with praife, ibid,

note. To prove that he did not reveal the fecret

of the mylleries, a paffsge from an ode of Ho-

race is quoted, 519. The Ivory Gate, in the

6th ^neid, attempted to be explained, 525.

Vivcnnes (Duke of), his obfervation to Lewis the

XlVth, I.

Voltaire, his Age of Lewis XIV. charafterized, 69.

His poem, entitled, JVhat mojl pleafes ffoman.?

examined, 279. His Treatife on Toleration coii-

fidered, 2S9.

FoJ/ius (Ifaac), his Diflertation on the Magnitude of

Rome, 154. His charafter, i6o.

W.

Warburion (Bilhop), his interpretation of Virgil's

fixth i£neid minutely examined and cenfured,

497-
Wat/on (Dr.), account of the difference of opinion

between him and Mr. Gibbon, on the fubjeftof

the Fifieenih and Sixteenth Chapters of the

Decline and Fall, 599. One palTage of Mr.
Gibbon examined and explained, 600.

WeJJeling, his Itineraria Vetera, 99. His Difcourfe on
the Infcription of Berenice, 134. His Treatilc

on a palTage of Viftor Tunnunenfis, 141.

Wetjiein\ edition of the New Teftament, 288. 293,

Zingii Khan, fome account of, 416.

FINIS.
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ERRATA.
Page 2.

5-

6.

8.

12.

i6.

liJ.

9+-

104.

112.

121

126.

127,

J 29,

130,

139.

154-

line 13. /or cette read cet

17. yir fuivis read fuivi

— i, for vue rfiji/ vu
ii.yirde I'ordonnance et celles du

decail read d'ordonnance ec

celles de detail

— 9. read Le Royaume de Naples

II. for change a read changa

\y for manque rfa;/ manquent
— \. for Quoiconque read Quiconque
— 16. for membreufe rfai/ nombreufe
— 6. y^r fnedal read feodal

— 8. for folennelle read folemnelle

in the Englifti title, r^«i^Extrafts from the

Journal
— 14, for il y fe read ils fe

— 1^, for ra'ont amufe et m'ont difirait

read m'a amufe et m'a diftrait

And for la defcription read les

defcriptions

— xi. for qu'un r^rt^^qu'on

— \\. for d'agremens rf«i/ d'agrement
— 7. yir grands nWgrandes

for done read Aan^

for d'an lance read d'une lance

for une read un

for la Champ read le Chatnp
for un read une

— 19. for Theodorie read Theoddric
— 6. for d'un read d'une
— II. yir done en jvaiy dont en

14. for Threfor r^ai/ Trefor
— 6. /or d'une r^i?// d'un

16. for un rwi/une

14.

I.

5'

5-

16.

Page i6i. line

166. —
171. —
181. —
182. —
218. —
224. —
230. —
250. —
253. —
254. —

259, —
266. —
268. —
272. —
279. —
290. —
293. —
298. —

305. —
315. —
322. —
356. -

360. —
369. —
379- —
399. —
696. —

15. for de pere read du pere

4. for ce fat concenter rtad fe fat

contentc

1 3 . for de read des

18. for fin read fini

14. for Geneve read Genevre
17. for pur read pour

14. for ce read de

5. for de dogme read le dogmc
\b. for Braneas r^ai^Brancas

5. for un peu read en peu
6. for etoit read etoient

g-for celie read cet.

6. for honneur read humeur
10. for utile read utiles

15. /or Quelle rffl<^ Qjel
/• Jur un read une
6. for d'Eneide read de I'Eoeide

15. for d'une read d'un

19. for avoient read avoit

19. /or d'un rf<7</d'une

3. /or ou I'on spper^oit rtad on I'ap-

perjoit

7. /or d'une rraf/d'nn

g. /or anciennes r^ai/ ancieas

6. /or le rffl</ les

4. /or meme r^aa' memes
1. for Gaulios r^<j</ Gauloit

16. for pari a rfaa* par la

6. for ley en avoit read il y en avoit

15. for 11 rMa" lis

I . for malfaits eurs read malfaiteur*

3. for I'inftruifoit rfad I'inftruifoient

3 1 . for magnificence r/ad munificence^ ^



Jufi fuhlijhed.

Printedfor T. Cadell Jun. and W. Davjes, (SucceJJhrs to Mr. Cadell,)

in the Strand,

THE HISTORY of the DECLINE and FALL of the ROMAN
EMPIRE ; By Edwarp Gibeon Efquire : which completes a Period of

Hiftory from the Age of Trajan and the Antonines to the taking of Con-

flantinople by Mahomet II., and includes a Review of the Crufades, and

the State of Rome during the Middle Ages. Adorned with the Head
of the Author, and Maps adapted to the Work. 6 Vols. 4to. 7 1. 10 s.

*
* * The 4th, 5th, and 6th Volumes may be had feparate, to com-

plete Sets, 3 1. 3 s. in Boards.

Another Edition, in 12 Volumes, 8vo. 3 1. 12 s.

The laft Six Volumes may be had feparate, Price 1 1. 10 s. in

Boards.

*
* *





I





University of California

4o! hVi^m^a'^
regional library facility

405 Hllgard Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90024-1388
Return this material to tfie library
from which it was borrowed

JUNO I

.\l<^v Ux






	Miscellaneous Works of Edward Gibbon, Vol. 1 - Edward Gibbon 1796 A.O
	Miscellaneous Works of Edward Gibbon, Vol. 2 - Edward Gibbon 1796 A.O

