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PREFACE. 

IT is a matter of deep regret to the Author that 

circumstances have compelled him to prepare this 

little volume in a remote military outpost. 

Only those who have assumed the burden of 

authorship can appreciate the fatigue and labour of 

research demanded, when exactness of statement is 

aimed at. This fatigue and this labour increase ten

fold at outlying military stations where libraries are 

of insignificant proportions, and where books bearing 

upon special topics are not to be had for love or 

money. 

The author has endeavoured to present a truthful 

description of religious rites, the very existence of 

which is known to but few of our people, and a 

narrative of incidents which may serve to entertain 

and amuse, if they do not instruct, those into whose 

hands this book may fall. 

The illustrations, by Sergeant A. F. HARMER, 

U. S. Army, a student of the Philadelphia Academy 
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viii PREFACE. 

of Fine Art.s, may. be relied upon as true to Nature 

and to Art alike. They speak for themselves. 

The Author has had much difficulty in deciding 

where to expand, where to condense, and where to 

reject. 

In a work intended for popular perusal he was 

afraid that by giving too much attention to topics 

interesting to himself he might fail to retain the 

interest of persons not so well acquainted with them; 

and he has accordingly preferred to make his 

. allusions as succinct as possible, consistent with 

intelligibility. 

The Moqui Indians inhabit seven different 

villages, situated a few leagues apart. In treating of 

them all, it has been impossible to avoid a seeming 

repetition of description, where the same apparel, 

food, arms, and ceremonies were to be explained. 

They are known to have lived in their present 

location since the Spaniards first entered this portion 

of America, which was about the middle of the 

sixteenth century. 

As they were then, so they are in our own day, 

one of the most interesting peoples in the world. 

Their religion, system of government, apparel, 

manufactures,-no less than the romantic positions 
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PREFACE. ix 

of their villages, appeal to the curiosity or sympathy 

of almost every class of travellers, archreologists, 

divines, men of letters, or ordinary sight-seers. The 

various railroad systems penetrating Ari~ona and 

New Mexico have brought the hitherto isolated 

Moquis to the doors of the scholars and men of 

leisure of our eastern cities and of Europe. If the 

author has succeeded in demonstrating that our 

South-Western Territories contain much that is fully 

worthy of the attention and study of people of in

telligence, he will feel amply repaid for the time and 

labour devoted to this volume. 

WmpPLE BAlUlACxs, ARIZONA. TERRITORY, 

March 1, 1884. 

J. G.B. 
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SNAKE-DANCE OF THE MOQUIS. 

CHAPTER I. 

En route-Uniformity of customs-The start from Santa Fe
La Bajada-The arrival in safety. 

ALTHOUGH vague rumours had from time to time 
reached me of the peculiar ceremonies to be noticed 
among the Moquis, I had paid but slight attention to 
them, as they came from mining prospectors and 
others of the same genus, who delight in the marvel
lous; and I first heard with certainty of the rattle
snake-dance of this strange people from myoid friend 
Mr. William Leonard, then trader at the Navajo 

, Indian Agency, Fort Defiance, Arizona. 
Mr. Leonard's account was so exact and circum

stantial (although given at second hand from the 
Navajo Indians), and his desire so earnest that I 
should be the first white man to carefully note this 
strange heathen rite during the moment of its cele
bration, that I made up my mind that, come what 
would, I should make the effort to reach the village 
of Hualpi by the full moon of August, the date set for 
its commencement. 

B . 
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SNAKE-DANCE OF THE MOQUIS. 

It was by this time almost the middle of May, and 
to perform in the intervening weeks the amount of 
work assigned to myself would, I saw plainly, tax my 
physical powers to the utmost. Nevertheless, after 
much calculation, I concluded that I could carry out 
the scheme already outlined, and still have the narrow
est margin of time left in which to make the trip upon 
which I had set my heart. May, June, and July flew 
rapidly by, every moment occupied in something of an 
intensely interesting nature. I witnessed the sun
dance of the Dakotas at Red Cloud Agency, Dakota, 
early in .Tune, under exceptionally favourable cir
cumstances. 

Dr. MCGillicuddy, the agent, an old friend, rendered 
me every assistance, and many of the Indian chiefs 
and head men-· "Red Cloud," "Red Dog," " Ameri
can Horse," "Young Man Mraid," "Little Big Man," 
"Woman's Dress," and many others whom I had 
known with more or less intimacy during the months 
when they were serving as scouts under General 
Crook in 1876-77, gave me points of information 
extremely curious and valuable. 

The month of July was devoted to an examination of 
the Pueblos north of Santa Fe. Many of these Pueblos 
-most of them, in fact--belong to the tribe known 
as the Teguas, one of whose bands lives among and 
forms part of the Moquis. Those on the Rio Grande 
are fairly familiar with the Spanish language, and my 
hope was to learn from them all possible relating to 
their congeners in Arizona, and, if such a thing could 
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UNIFORllITY OF CUSTOMS. 3 

be done, persuade one of the Rio Grande Teguas to 
accompany me in the capacity of interpreter upon 
the trip I had in contemplation. 

I obtained much new and singular information, and 
shall always look back upon that tour as one of the 
most valuable and interesting in a chequered experi
ence. But I found that the Rio Grande Teguas . had 
in their sympathies grown so apart from their relatives 
to the west that I determined not to embarrass myself 
with one of them as an interpreter, but to trust to 
luck for coming across a Navajo or Moqui, with whom 
communication could be carried on in Spanish or 
English. 

I supposed, too, when I began the tour, from what 
I had previously known, and from what Indians com
ing into the city of the Holy Faith had assured me, 
that all the sedentary Indians of New Mexico and 
Arizona would be found to possess many attributes in 
common; or, to "express the idea with even greater 
force, that their lives were moulded in a common 
pattern, and that any divergences of manners and 
customs would be clearly ascribable to Spanish inter
vention. 

In vestigation demonstrated the accuracy of this 
surmise. Taking the present condition of Zuni and 
its people as a datum line, the advancement beyond 
or deterioration below this is very small, the different 
Pueblos adhering tenaciously to old·time ideas, except 
in the cases of such almost extinct communities as 
NamM and Pojuaque, where foreign influence has 
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4 SNAKE-DANCE OF THE MOQUIS. 

made an appreciable impression upon the surviving 
aborigines. 

In religion, the Pueblos on the Rio Grande are 
suspected, with very good reason, of practising in 
secret that which the Zunis and Moquis openly 
avow. 

In government they retain the same usages, and in 
such matters as food and dress differ less from the 
Moqui standard or Zuni standard than the same num
ber of little villages separated by the same distances 
would among ourselves differ from any given one we 
might assume as a criterion. 

In their apparel the women on the Rio Grande make 
a more general use of underclothing than do those 
of the Moqui family, who go about with the left arm 
and the upper half of the left breast entirely exposed, 
and the right arm nearly so. This innovation, a step 
in the direction of modesty, as we understand it, is 
due to the Spanish missionaries. 

The women in the Pueblos north of Santa Fe 
very frequently wear a bottine, or legging, shaped 
somewhat like n. Wellington boot, which is at least 
more graceful than the cumbrous and unwieldy foot
gear of the Zunians, which, however, is also to be 
seen very generally on the Rio Grande. The light 
" drop-over" boot of which I am. now speaking, can be 
found more commonly in San Juan than in any other 
community. 

The ordinary use of valuable necklaces of globular 
silver beads, having the double or archiepiscopal cross 
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THE START FROM SANTA FE. :; 

as a pendant in front, will at once attract comment: 
these are also to be seen in Zuni, but with nothing 
like the frequency noticeable on the Rio Grande, 
where no Indian woman is so poor as not to be pos
sessed of this beautiful and highly-prized ornament.l 

With the first days of August I was back in Santa 
Fe, and up to my eyes in preparations. It was at first 
intended that General Edward Hatch and Captain 
c. A. Woodruff of his staff should be of the party, an 
arrangement I was sorry to see broken by a sudden 
outbreak of the Apache Indians in the southern part 
of the district, necessitating General Hatch's presence 
in command of the troops. . I had also contemplated 
inviting Mr. S. B. Evans of Illinois, an experienced 
archreologist, then in New Mexico, but he did not 
return in time from his visit to the interesting ruins 
near Cochiti, 80 I was compelled to go without him. 

Mr .. Peter Moran, the artist, the last of the party 
as at first organised, still remained, and together we 
determined to start at once, fearing that unexpected 
obstacles might frustrate our plans. 

Those who are not familiar with the fearful type 
of thunder-storms which arise in the Trans-Missouri 
region can form no conception of the havoc wrought 
by those which assailed the vicinity of Santa Fe in 
the first week of August 1881, and taxed to the utmost 

1 The introduction of these rosary necklaces dates back to the re
ccmquest of New ~(exico by Espejo 'in 1692-94, when the natives were 
required to wear them as a mark of subjection to the crown of Spain, 
and to the religion of which it was the champion. V. Davis' Cem
quat oj NtfID Mezito. 
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6 SNAKE-DANCE OF THE MOQUIS. 

the engineering ability of the managers of the Topeka 
and Santa Fe Railroad to keep their trains running with 
anything like regularity_ The worst storm of the 
series (that of the early morning of August 2), although 
spasmodic in its nature, was phenomenal in the amount 
of water falling during the time it lasted. It seemed 
as if the bottom had fallen out of an immense tank, 
and the noise made by the descending torrent was so 
great as almost to drown the sullen growls of the 
thunder, which added a terrible majesty to the grandeur 
of the tempest. 

Consequently we were not astonished to learn, as 
we did at breakfast, that the railroad track had been 
washed away, and that there was no probability of 
trains running on schedule time for several days. 

There was but one thing for us to do, and we did 
it. I obtained an ambulance from Colonel Lee, the 
chief quartermaster of the district, and in company 
with Mr. Moran left the quaint and ever-curious town 
of Santa Fe on the afternoon of August 3, intending 
to go as far south as the important Pueblo of Santo 
Domingo, where we should be in time for the grand 
annual celebration of the Dance of the Tablet and its 
attendant ceremonies; and this witnessed, could strike 
the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad below the 
"wash-out," and readily reach Albuquerque, the initial 
point of the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad, then just 
building in the direction of the Arizona boundary, and 
the shortest line of approach to our goal, the Moqui 
villages. 
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LA BAJADA. 7 

Six or seven miles north of Santo Domingo is "La 
Bajada" (the grade or descent), a fearful grade cut out 
of the face of a precipitous hill of black columnar basalt. 
The total descent is, in round numbers, about 600 feet, 
and the difficulty of ascent or descent is much increased 
by abrupt curves and by the presence in the roadway 
of large blocks of lava. In former days it was the 
most dangerous spot on the road between Santa Fe 
and El Paso, Texas, and many are the reminiscences 
of the rough experience of passengers who were obliged 
to leave the stage and even to assist the drivers in 
" chocking" the wheels and supplying them with iron 
shoes and lock chains. 

. With brake firmly applied, wheels locked and shod, 
and a passenger at the head of each "leader," the 
driver of the "Great Southern Overland" would 
cautiously pick his way down from the crest of the 
precipice to the little valley below. 

In my own experience, when I first became ac
quainted with this classic spot (in 1869), I was aroused 
from a sound sleep, and told by the gruff-voiced Jehu 
to " light," which I did, in a half-dazed kind of a way, 
landing in the middle of a cactus bush, which did 
much to bring to the surface aU the latent eloquence 
of an impulsive nature. 

"La Bajada" was the scene of the story told 
against Mr. o'e., a gentleman who worthily repre
sented the Emerald Isle in the years immediately after 
the war, when the railroad was still undreamed of on 
the Rio Grande. O'C. was one of the best-hearted 
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8 SNAKE-DA..."lCE OF THE MOQUIS. 

fellows that ever lived, but extremely eccentric and 
very absent-minded 

He left Santa Fe one bright winter's morning to 
go to one of ~he small posts, a couple of hundred of 
miles down the Rio Grande in the immediate vicinity 
of EI Paso. 

Right in front of him, not more than a mile ahead, 
was the conveyance of Colonel Pratt, the U.S. Marshal 
of the territory. When Pratt reached the crest of 
"La Bajada" he and all his party, except the driver, 
got out, locked the wheels, and walked down in front 
of the mules, according to the most approved formula. 

About the moment of reaching the foot of the 
grade Pratt heard a fine round Irish voice close behind 
him saying, "Shure she'll git down 011 roight, I 
dunno ;" and turning, he saw at his heels O'C. and his 
man-servant, while far up the dizzy ramp was the 
O'C. carriage, in which sat, unconscious of danger, the 
lovely and accomplished Mrs. O'C. There was no 
brake, no lock, and no shoe to the wheels; the mules 
every now and then turned their heads in a lazy sort of 
a way, as if undecided whether to kick the old carry
all to pieces or haul it quietly to the bottom. Mrs. 
O'C. chirped to them cheerily, while O'C., from his 
station at the foot of the grade, looked up complacently, 
and again remarked, " Shure she'll git down oU roight, 
I dunno." Pratt was fearfully disgusted and frightened, 
and cried out, "Why, my good heavens, man, I 
wouldn't drive down La Bajada myself!" "No,' 
rejoined O'C., unconcernedly, "nor oi." 
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THE ARRIVAL IN SAFETY. 9 

But the same kind Providence which watches over 
the sparrow in its flight guarded Mrs. O'C. on her 
perilous jOUlney, and brought her safely to the foot of 
the precipice. 

Looking south from the crest of La Bajada, a very 
fine view is obtained of the Sandia (Watermelon) 
Mountains, while below is the valley, on the left or east 
bank of the Rio Grande, thirty-two miles south of Santa 
Fe, and about two miles from the station of" Wallace," 
on the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad, is the 
Pueblo of Santo Domingo, where we soon arrived. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Santo Domingo-Getting in supplies-A primitive meal
The church of San Domingo-The image of the saint. 

IN driving through the Pueblo the irregularity of its 
arrangement was noticeable; it seemed to be composed 
~f two distinct villages, a quarter of a mile or more 
apart. The houses are nearly all of adobe, and mostly 
of two stories. 

The great number of windows glazed with selenite 
astonished me very much. This mineral is found in 
this region in great slabs, often as much as one and 
even two feet square, and, being fully as good as cheap 
glass, has not been superseded by that material. 

We hunted up the house of the Lieutenant
Governor, who met us at the doorway, and presented 
himself as Bautista Calabaza; said, the Governor being 
absent, he had charge of the Pueblo, and after inHict-

. ing upon me a long and prosy account of how he had 
received a severe injury to his chest by being kicked 
by a mule in Kansas City, forgot his ailments so far 
as to conduct us to a small but new, and therefore 
comparatively clean, house of adobe, where we were to 

make our quarters for the night. 
The single room was almost full of the debris 
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GETTING IN SUPPLIES. 11 

of a primitive carpenter's shop, for which it had 
served. 

A half-hour's hard work on the part of Moran and 
myself, assisted in a rather listless way by a couple of 
Indians, put one end of the apartment in ship-shape 
by the time that Baxter, our driver, had unharnessed 
and watered the mules and gotten ready to make us a 
bite of supper. 

The Lieutenant-Governor was very officious and 
voluble in his talk-in promises great; in performance 
he was nothing. 

"Could we have hay for our mules 1" 
"Oh, certainly, gentlemen, ahorita" (presently). 

But "ahorita" had become an hour and a half, and 
still no signs of hay for our poor famished animals, 
which were braying together in dismal solos and 
choruses outside. 

"Where is that hay, Governor 1" 
"Oh, the hay! Is it possible that the Captain 

don't know that to-morrow is a great' fiesta,' and that 
all the young men of the Pueblo are to take part 1 It 
is impossible to get hay to-night." 

"No; I am going to have it to-night, and if you 
can't get it, I'll get it myself." 

A few of the young boys standing close by were 
soon hired at a good figure to go to a neighbouring 
"cienaga" 1 and cut all the hay their" burros" could 
carry. The burdens brought back were almost as 
small as their consciences, not much over a good 

1 Cienaga means a swamp or low meadow-land. 
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12 SNAKE-DANCE OF THE MOQUIS. 

mouthful for each of the four mules, but they helped 
wonderfully with the supply ·of corn we had brought 
along from Santa Fe, and silenced the serenade which, 
without the hay, would certainly have lasted all 
night. 

A similar arrangement brought us firewood in tiny 
bundles, water for cooking, a few eggs, and a small 
jug of milk. In each case the small boy was brought 
into acquisition, and his services remunerated so satis
factorily that, in eggs at least, a " comer" was formed 
to bull the market, the boys judging that when we 
wanted them so badly we would, in the lapse of an 
hour or so, be only too glad to pay still higher figures. 
In this they were disappointed. After the first dozen 
had been purchased the youngsters were told that we 
had all we could eat, and that we didn't want any more. 
This announcement broke the market, .and had the 
ludicrous effect of bringing out many more than we 
had any need for. Every little boy and every little girl 
seemed to have two or three, which he or she was 
most anxious to sell, while a sore-eyed old crone, who 
had perversely sat in a comer and listened unmoved 
to our piteous a.ppeals for "hueros" (eggs), now 
hastened up to make some kind of a sale for the twelve 
or fifteen which she had kept stealthily concealed in 
the folds of her garments. 

We told the boys: "We have paid you just twice 
as much for your eggs as you would have received had 
you taken them all the way to Santa Fe; you know 
that. Now, we don't know whether we shall remain 
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A PRIMITIVE MEAL. 13 

here very long or not; but if we need' any more, after 
eating what we have on hand, we'll pay you the same 
price we have been paying, and no more." 

To this the boys and girls said," Bueno," and 
many of them wa.ndered off to their homes; but a 
contingent of respectable proportions remained to 
watch us preparing supper. This was composed of 
fried bacon, a can of baked beans warmed in the 
ashes, hard tack, coffee, and boiled eggs. 

The Lieutenant-Governor" happened in," and was 
invited to take pot-luck with us. His decision of 
character made itself manifest in the promptness of 
his acceptance. He made excellent use of his oppor
tunities, and, without any exaggeration, ate as much 
as Moran, the driver, and myself put together. 

We had no table conveniences; the can of baked 
beans was set down in the centre of a circle, and each 
one dipped in his spoon and lifted the food to his 
mouth; the eggs were boiled hard and needed no 
dishes; and the hard tack could be consumed direct 
from the box. 

The coffee was excellent; we were hungry as 
wolves, and gulped down our meal with eagerness, 
that we might hurry out to examine the Pueblo, and 
witness the celebration going on in the old church. 

We managed to extract from the Lieutenant
Governor the statement that his Indian name was 
Yashte-tiwa, that he belonged to the Aguila or Eagle 
clan, and that his wife and children were of the Kuta 
or Shipi clan. (From his explanation of the meaning 
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14 SNAKE-DANCE OF THE MOQUIS. 

of this word I made out that it was an herb of small 
size and strong smell,-either the sage-brush or sun
flower. Bautista's Spanish was not of the best, and 
his speech so interfered with by coughing, that it was 
not always easy to maintain a conversation with him.) 

The whole subject of clan or Gentile organisation 
by which our Indian tribes, with scarcely an excep
tion, are governed, is one of the most interesting to 
which the student of ethnology can devote his atten
tion. In no section of our country is it better defined 
than in New Mexico and Arizona; but for reasons 
best known to themselves the Indians of the various 
tribes are averse to imparting information upon the 
matter or anything concerning their system of civic 
polity, which is so largely based upon it. 

During many years' experience with the native 
tribes I have been enabled to gain, little by little, 
much that is important upon this head, and hope at 
an early day to have it in shape for general dissem
ination. As the general reader may not perhaps take 
much interest in· the subject, I will restrict my 
remarks in this place to the broad statement that the 
clans themselves closely resemble the Septs of the 
Ancient Irish, and that the management of the tribes 
is mainly in the hands of the clan-heads, or chiefs of 
bands as we call them. Children belong in nearly all 
cases to their mother's clan, which, in the event of 
their father's death, assumes, with rare exceptions, 
their care and maintenance. Later on I shall have 
more to say upon this subject. 
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Bautista gave me the names of four clans-those 
of the Sol or Sun, Aguila or Eagle, Coyote, and the 
Shfpi or Kuta before mentioned. Although I was 
more than half satisfied that he wasn't giving me one 
quarter the truth, yet to extract any information at 
all upon this head was a gratifying advantage which 
I hoped, with some reason, to be able to tum to 
account in interviews with more communicative per
sons. 

He also told us that the inhabitants of the Pueblos 
of Santo Domingo, Santana, San Felipe, Zia, Laguna, 
and Acoma speak one language, and are of one stock 
-the Querez. The same information was also given 
by an old man whom we met at the church door a 
short time afterwards. 

The house in which Bautista had placed us was so 
dark and unwholesome-looking, scarcely lit up by the 
flickering flames of the fire over which sputtered our 
bacon and coffee, or the still feebler parody upon 
illumination afforded by th~ forlorn piece of candle 
which the driver had stuck in the wall, that Moran 
and I lost not a moment in freeing ourselves from 
such disagreeable surroundings and making our way 
along with the multitude progressing towards the old 
church. 

The venerable edifice, of which the outlines of the 
f~e only were traceable against the sky, was filling 
rapidly with devout worshipperS. 

An energetic performer upon one of the oblong 
drums peculiar to the Pueblos had taken his stand 
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16 SNAKE-DANCE OF THE MOQUIS. 

at the main entrance, there to emulate the doleful 
performance of the band inside, the strains from whose 
racked and untuned guitars rent the evening air. 
The congregation assembled before the chancel rails 
numbered anywhere from 100 to 125, a fair propor
tion being men, nearly all Indians, with a slight 
sprinkling of Mexicans. 

They were chanting the rosary in a manner so 
strange and odd, so thoroughly Indian, that, taken 
in connection with what I had seen outside, the im
pression was hard to shake off that I was listening 
to refrains which ante-dated the introduction of 
Christianity, refrains which were the original music 
this people once sung in honour of the sun or other 
deity, and so thoroughly engrafted upon their affec
tion and reverence that the early Spanish mission
aries, with the astuteness and knowledge of human 
nature for which they were noted, had quietly 
deferred to popular prejudice and allowed their 
retention, taking care only to change the object of 
the application. 

This suggestion I advance with much diffidence. 
Not having any knowledge of music, I cannot pretend 
to speak critically, but I am sufficiently familiar 
with Catholic Church music, as well as with that 
(so to call it) of our Indian tribes, to feel confi
dent of the exactness of my assertion, that while this 
music bore no resemblance whatever to the former, 
it was almost identical in type with the latter. 

From the roof of the church near the belfry 
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blazed five different fires of asphaltum which from 
moment to moment increased in brilliancy and were 
answered by the flashes from similar but smaller pyres 
kindled upon the flat earthen roofs of the houses. 

What all this meant the Indians were unable or 
unwilling to explain, but the same idea occurred at 
once to Moran and myself, and found vent in my 
friend's exclamation, " Well! don't this beat all ~ 
It's just what Stephens describes as done in Yucatan, 
where the people burned copal in honour of the sun."1 

To come back to the refrain: the voices were not 
musical, and individual execution was poor, but the 
accord was perfect, and the general effect weird and 
touching. 

The statue of Santo Domingo, in one corner behind 
the altar rails, is looked up to by the simple-minded 
aborigines as something but little short of miraculous. 
It is a coarsely-painted wooden image of the cigar
sign order of sculpture, but so much superior to the 
other sacred crudities of the Rio Grande Valley that 
my sympathies went in unison with those of the poor 
old women who unmistakably regarded the statue as 
a work of genius too peerless to be approached save 
on bended knees. As each got close enough, she 
took in her hands the hem of the garment of faded 
gold brocade and kissed it with fervour. 

I Bancroft, H. H. (Native Races, etc.), voL ii p. 231, mentions the 
Mexican priests 811 burning an incense made of copal, and again on p. 
234, laDle volume, he includes copal in the list of articles paid in 811 

tribute to Montezuma. Su also Tylor, Anthropology, p. 137. 

C 
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18 SNAKE-DANCE OF THE MOQUIS. 

The orchestra next favoured us with an instru
mental selection while the singers were resting. 

Over the merits of this let us draw the veil of 
charity. It was rendered as well, perhaps, as could 
be by performers whose home-made violins and guitars 
were in an execrable state of repair, and who had but 
a vague and incoherent idea of the divine art which 
"soothes the savage breast." 

From a distant quarter of the Pueblo, as we retired 
to rest, came the sound of drumming and singing, 
strangely like that with which the Apaches and Sioux 
begin their dances. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Preparations for a rete-The Estufaa-u Fired out"-A holy standard. 

OUR sleep was broken between one and two the next 
morning by a procession of Indian youths who slowly 
moved past our door and all around the Pueblo, 
singing in a measured cadence a song or hymn which 
the Lieutenant-Governor, later in the day, informed 
me was a notification that the feast was about to 
commence. 

" But why was not this notification entrusted to 
the C pregonero' (town-crier) who discharges this duty 
at other festivals, and why did they sing a hymn, and 
what were the words they sung 1" Upon these heads 
Bautista was discreetly silent. 

The remarkable thing about this vocalisation was 
the absolutely perfect time maintained throughout. 

Bautista afterwards said that Santo Domingo keeps 
up the practice remarked' in all the other Pu~blos of 
sending out a patrol or cc grand rounds" every night. 

The day opened cloudy, but without indications 
of a storm. With the :first dawn Indians tapped at our 
door, bringing fresh eggs for sale-the number was 
inconsiderable, but amply sufficient for all our needs. 

Some of these visitors wore nothing but a shirt. 
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20 SNAKE- DANCE OF THE MOQUIS. 

These shirts, as all other garments worn this day, 
were fresh and sweet, and, so the Indians told us, 
donned in honour of the feast. 

Breakfast over, I took a prdmenade around the town 
with Moran. The Pueblo, as has already been stated, 
consists of two divisions, the new one in which we 
were living, and the "old," a quarter of a mile nearer 
the river, but now almost depopulated on account of 
danger apprehended from the caving in of the bank. 
In the new town the houses are almost all of two stories, 
built of adobes, and in a number of cases surmounted 
by small wooden crosses. 

There are very few doors opening out from the 
ground-floor, the mode of entrance in all, or nearly all, 
houses being by ladders to the first roof or terrace, and 
thence by other ladders down into the rooms of the 
first-floor. 

The windows are almost invariably filled in with 
slabs of translucent selenite; there are not half a 
dozen windows o~ glass in the whole Pueblo. 

In each house we saw great haunches of mutton 
freshly killed, and enormous piles of snowy bread, 
newly baked for the coming feast. 

Hospitality, open -handed, uncalculating hospitality, 
is a characteristic of all the American Indians; one, in
deed, which may well be placed in the list of their vices. 

Bushes of cottonwood were planted in double rows 
along the streets through which the procession of 
Santo Domingo was to march from the church to the 
receptacle prepared for the statue in a cool niche, built 
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of boughs, from which floated all that wa.'!I beautiful or 
quaint in the way of Mexican or Navajo blankets; and 
there were many of both kinds in the Pueblo. 

There are two Estufas 1 in Santo Domingo; each is 
circular, built of stone and mud, plastered within and 
without, about 25 feet or 30 feet in diameter and 12 feet 
in height, half below and half above ground. A broad 
and well-constructed stone stairway leads to the roof, 
from which the descent to the interior is by a wide, 
strong ladder. 

The busy hum of voices within told of unusual 
commotion and preparation. Every moment or so 
Indians, singly or in squads, of both sexes, and in a 
more or less complete state of ornamentation and 
attire, would appear above the companion-way and 
dart back again with the air of persons who had some~ 
thing of importance on hand. Peeping through small 
rectangular openings, at the level of the ground, I saw 
that the edifices were stuffed with humanity, old and 
young. A half-dozen old men in the centre of each 
Estufa were quietly smoking, while the other occupants 
were arranging their dresses and putting the finishing 
touches to the patterns of paint covering their bodies 
and limbs. 

It was evident that whatever secret ceremonies 
were connected with the festival had been held at 
dead of the previous night, and, as I supposed, had 
terminated with the chorus heard chanted so early 
this morning. 

1 H01l8e8 used for public ceremonies, and as meeting-p1acea. 
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22 SNAKE-DANCE OF THE MOQUIS. 

As it might be a good thing to obtain a correct 
description of the little that was transpiring within 
the Estufas, Moran and I laid our heads together, and 
concluded that an attempt should be made to penetrate 
the larger edifice. 

Our note-books were gripped tightly in one 
hand, and our sharpened pencils in the other, the 
theory of our advance being that, with boldness and 
celerity, we might gain an entrance and jot down a. 
few memoranda of value before the preoccupied 
savages could discover and expel us. 

My pulse beat high as we reached the roof and 
passed the sacred standard floating from the top of 
the ladder.l Everything looked propitious, and I 
had gotten down four rungs of the ladder, within 
two of the bottom, when a yell was raised, repeated 
from point to point in warning tones, and from every 
conceivable spot-from out of the earth as it seemed 
to me-Indians fairly boiled. 

The Estufa itself buzzed like a hive of bees. 
Before I could count ten I was seized from above by 
the neck and shoulders, and from below by the legs 
and feet, and lifted or thrown out of the Estufa., 
the Indians yelling at the tops of their voices, "Que 
no entres, amigo, maiiana bueno "-" You mustn't 
enter, friend-to-morrow (will be) good (or proper 
for that)." They reiterated: "To-morrow, to-morrow; 
you can come in to-morrow; it isn't good now." 

There was no disguising the fact; I was "fired 
1 See Plate IV. 
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out," as the slang phrase is, and had to make the best 
of a bad bargain. My tailor had left too much 
"slack" in my pantaloons, and thus gave the Indians 
so much the better purchase when they seized me. 

I laughed very heartily at my discomfiture, and 
the Indians, seeing that I was taking the affair good
naturedly, became very much appeased, and joined in 
my hilarity. 

The good-humour of the Indians was, however, I 
am persuaded, in no small extent induced by the pre
sence of a large delegation of robust miners from the 
gold and silver leads of the" Cerrillos" .district, who 
had arrived in a body about this hour. 

Moran's face was very red, as if from violent exer
tion of some sort. He stoutly averred that he had 
walked down from the roof of the Estufa, a state
ment which keeps me from even so much as intimat
ing in these notes that he too had been "fired out"; 
but, to record faithfully all that transpired that morn
ing, I must say that one of the horny-handed miners 
above alluded to, addressing me in a husky stage 
whisper, asked if Moran was my "pardner," and then 
informed me confidentially that he had" see'd him 
h'isted, biggod." 

During the momentary glance I was able to cast 
around the interior I saw that there was no fire, 
although the ashes in the hearth had been carefully 
swept and arranged apparently in readiness to have 
one kindled there at any moment. 

One of the Indians who " escorted" me up the 
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ladder said that there would be a fire there in a 
"ratito" (little while), which might mean any time 
from ten minutes to as many hours. 

A bed of corn fodder lay on the floor close to the 
fireplace, but I am certain that there was no fire in 
that Estufa excepting the small amount in the 
ancient and odd-looking pipes smoked by the group 
of old men in the centre. 

This smoking struck me as invested with a certain 
religious, or at least ceremonial, significance, since 
pipes are no longer to be found in ordinary use among 
our sedentary Indians. 1 

The reappearance of farming implements, clothing, 
tools,-anything, in fact, which, having had a former 
connection with the life of a people, had been super
seded by later inventions,-testifies to the sacred 
character of the dance or ceremony in which they are 
employed, and has an important ethnological bearing in 
determining the exact former status of the tribe, and 
from that the amount of its advancement in civilisation. 

The Indians who seized me from below were nearly 
naked, their bodies and limbs daubed with white, and 
their hair tied up at sides of head with corn-shucks. 

A fuller description at this moment is unnecessary, 
the costumes of the dancers as they moved about the 
plaza being minutely described and carefully sketched 
at a later hour in the day. 

1 "Smoking is, throughout America, closely connected with all 
religious ceremonies, just as incel1l!e is used for the same purpose in the 
old world."-Lubbock, Origin of OiviliBation, p. 157. 
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From the pole projecting above the &tufa lazily 
floated a very curious and beautiful banner, which 
merits minute delineation. A . rough drawing was 
made for me by Mr. Moran. The standard itself was 
of coarse white cotton cloth, much in texture and 
colour like our unbleached canvas; or, more strictly, 
like the material known as "Marseilles." At the 
borders were tasteful designs in bright red wool upon 
a dark blue ground. 

Parrot and eagle feathers, singly and in clusters, 
were attached to it, and also a crown of sea
shells. 1 "Where did they get the sea-shells 1" 
"From California" (the nam~ given by the Indians 
of the Rio Grande to all the land lying along the 
Pacific Ocean). 

The banner, they said, was made long ago by the 
Zunis, but the Moquis also made them. The shells 
came from the sea in California. 

" Were they brought here by the Zunis 1 " 
"Sometimes we get' them from the Zunis, some

times from the Moquis, and sometimes we have gone 
with our own beasts over there to get them." 

The shells are of the variety called, I think, the 
olivette. 

The skin of a fox was pendant from the top of the 
staff, and a small gourd encrusted with blue beads and 
filled, as my informants asserted, with kernels of corn, 
were conspicuous portions of the standard. 

1 See Plate IV. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Parrots and eagles-Personal preparations-A procession-Full dress 
-Attendants at the feast-A picturesque proceasion-A religious 
dance. 

SANTO DOMINGO has been seriously threatened with 
destruction by freshets in the Rio Grande. The 
inhabitants of the Pueblo have made much laborious 
and expensive revetments to protect the bank, but 
many have taken counsel with their fears and 
constructed new houses farther inland, making the 
Pueblo a double town. 

A youngster named "Trinidad" told me that 
there were parrots kept in cages by his people. 
"There is one in my own hoiIse; come and see it." 

There it was in a little cage of willow saplings. 
The poor bird was in a fearful state of demoralisa
tion, nearly everyone of its fine blue, red, and yellow 
feathers having been plucked to make wands for the 
dancers or to decorate the sacred standards. 

There were several other parrots in the Pueblo 
utilised for the same object. The value ascribed to 
the plumage of the eagle and parrot by all the 
sedentary Indians of Arizona and New Mexico is 
doubtless based upon some considerations graver 
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than those of commerce. The feathers of the parrot, 
which have to be brought up from the interior of the 
neighbouring Republic of Mexico, are treasured by all 
the Pueblos as far north as Taos and Picuris, and west 
to Acoma, Zuni, and Oraybe. They will always be 
found carefully preserved in peculiar wooden boxes, 
generally cylindrical in shape, made expressly for 
the purpose; with them is invariably associated the 
soft white down of the eagle. 1 Eagles are still raised 
in cages in Picuris, San Ildefonso, Santa Clara, 
Zuni, Acoma, and the villages of the Moquis farthest 
to the west; but in no Pueblo except Santo Domingo 
have I ever come across live parrots. 

We had the pleasure of meeting Padre Jose 
Romulo Ribera, the priest under whose spiritual 
charge this Pueblo lies. His place of residence is at 
Pena Blanca (White Rock), a Mexican town on the 
Rio .Grande, five or six miles distant; and I should 
imagine that constant work kept time from hanging 
heavy upon his hands. 

The Padre was a bright and good-natured young 
gentleman, a native of Santa. Fe, and thoroughly 
familiar with our language, and he expressed a 
desire to show us every attention. 

The old church of the Pueblo, he said, is one of 
the oldest in this country, while the new one dates 

1 "The parrot was a sacred bird among the Zapotecs of Mexico, 
and as BUch worshipped."-Bancroft, H. H., voL ii. p. 212. The same 
authority tells DB that eagles were furnished as tribute to Montezuma, 
ODe town alone sending in forty each year (vol. ii p. 234). 
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back so far that the Indians have no tradition as to 
the date of its erection. 

Inside the old church is a very small statue of 
Saint Dominick; it is very old, very homely, and 
very dirty. Good authority says that it came from 
Spain with the first missionaries penetrating to this 
part of America. 

The newer and larger figure, mentioned a few 
pages back, also came from Spain, and, if without 
any pronounced claims to beauty in an absolute 
sense, looks perfect in contrast with its uglier and 
more venerable brother. 

On the main door of the old church are carved
on one leaf the arms of Spain, and on the other a 
globe surmounted by a crowned cross, with two 
human arms, naked, passing each other, and having 
the hands nailed to the horizontal bar. This, the 
Padre conjectured, represents the armorial bearings of 
the archbishop under whose administration the sacred 
structure was completed. 1 

In front of the main portal of the new church is 
an arabesque pavement, very neatly and compactly 
laid, and dating from the erection of the building. 

Ascending to the roof of the new church we 
enjoyed an expanded and picturesque view of the 
valley of the Rio Grande. 

The bell in the tower dates only to 1858, is heavy, 
clumsy, and poorly cast. It is of Mexican manufac
ture, and from EI Paso, or the city of Chihuahua. 

1 See Plate III. 
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The the new I>ainted and 
" 

carved archaic pattemI" 
walked over Pueblo, we 

were in a position to form an opinion of its hygienic 
condition. \Vhether on account of the festival or not, 
it was fairly clean, and by no means badly built. The 
roofs were-in nearly every street-provided with 
small stone copinys IYording the 

a safe place terrace in 

edtonwood carrieY eummer rams. 
Continuing our walk, we saw half a dozen men 

and women trying to induce vomiting by titillating 
their throats with long feathers. This remedy is 
much in use among Zunis and Moquis. Nearly every 
indispoeltl m eUributed to a etomach, or 
else is be complicateY abnormal 
condiUen this at once, 
either just indicated an emetic 
of lukewarm water swallowed in copious doses. 

Other Indians, determined to look their best on this 
grand gala day, were kneeling before their wives, who 
patiently examined their heads, hair by hair, for vermin. 

By an infusion (soap-weed 
fdllowed by a brushing with 
dried hay, succeed in 

giVIng c:hevelure a rich h10ss which 
many an American belle would be glad to impart to 

her own tresses. 
When the bell clanged for mass I took my place 
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inside the church. The congregation was mainly com
posed of Indians, with some Mexicans and a very few 
Americans. There was no attempt at uniformity in 
dress; many of the Indians were gorgeous in Navajo 
blankets of royal hues, others-the little boys especi
ally - had no clothing whatever beyond buckskin 
moccasins, a.nd clean white shirts which did not reach 
much below the waist. 

The altar attendants were arrayed in white cotton 
knee breeches, made loose, and slit up for several 
inches along the outer seam, white cotton shirts, worn 
outside the breeches, and girt at the waist by red and 
green woollen cinctures of Navajo manufacture. 

At the elevation of the Host guitars twanged, 
drums rolled, and rusty old shot guns added a volley 
in honour of the occasion. 

Thirty-five candles were burning as votive offer
ings on the floor in front of the altar. New corn, in 
considerable quantity, also covered the floor; a reten
tion of the old church custom of the "pinnicia," or 
offering of the first-fruits of the harvest. 

A bridal party knelt at the chancel rails. The 
bride and groom, as well as the attendants, being in 
their best raiment, and having their coarse shining 
hair freshly brushed and banged square across the 
eyebrows. 

The young married couple (for such they already 
were, the nuptial benediction having been pronounced 
before mass) were tied together by the priest's stole 
passing loosely around their necks, and each held in 

Digitized by Coogle 



A PROCESSION. 31 

the right hand a burning candle. l The bride was 
attended by a maiden friend who knelt at her left, and 
the groom by his best man who knelt on his right; 
while to the right of the whole party, and also on 
their knees, were the aged, snowy-haired parents of 
the two young people whom the blessing of the Church 
had just made one. 

The Navajo rugs upon which these eight persons 
knelt were of the most beautiful description. 

To the music of an orchestra of cracked fiddles, 
squeaky guitars, bell, drums, and rusty shot-guns, and 
of voices cracked worse than the fiddles or guitars, the 
new statue of Saint Dominick was carried in solemn 
procession through the streets, which were now a 
surging mass of Indians from all the neighbouring 
Pueblos, Mexicans from as far north as Santa Fe and 
as far south as Albuquerque, and Americans from the 
mining districts close by. 

Slowly the procession made its way, chanting 
with an extremely nasal intonation the litany of the 
saints. In front of the statue was carried a little 
plaster cast of a dog, from whose mouth projected a 
flaming torch. This recalled the dream of the mother 
of Saint Dominick, . who, shortly before his birth, 
imagined that she was to bring into the world a dog 
as herein depicted. Her fears were soothed by the 
interpretation that she was to bear a son who should 
be eloquent and bold as a barking dog, and the fire of 

1 "The Aztec bride knelt on the left of her husband, and the dresses 
of the pair were tied together."-Bancroft, H. H.. voL ii. p. 257. 
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whose words should spread a conflagration throughout 
the universe. 

After the congregation had begun to leave the 
church the bridal party entered the chancel, ad
vanced to the altar, knelt and kissed it reverently, 
kissed the copy of the Gospels, and then passed com
pletely round behind the altar, the men going by the 
right and the women by the left, and re-uniting in 
front, when they marched down the nave to the main 
door, and there turning together, made a ~profound 
obeisance back towards the sanctuary. As soon as 
they had emerged from the building the bride fell 
behind and followed docilely in the footsteps of her 
liege lord, who paid no further attention to her. 

Padre Ribera told me that the newly-married pair 
would some time during the day give to all their 
friends a grand feast, part of which had already been 
sent over to his house for his breakfast after mass. 

He ended his remarks by cordially inviting Moran 
and myself to eat with him and judge for ourselves 
what the cooking waa like, an invitation promptly 
and gladly accepted. 

The procession made a very complete circuit of 
both the old and the new Pueblos, neglecting no street 
or avenue, until it reached the booth prepared for the 
reception of the statue early in the day, and which 
was now gorgeons and fairly ablaze with the dazzling 
colours of the choicest productions of the Navajo 
looms. 

The procession having deposited the statue of 
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Saint Dominick in its niche, abruptly dissolved, a few 
only of the more zealous and devout remaining on 
their knees to implore the advocacy of their patron 
for some desired object. Most of the men, women, 
and children hurned to their homes to dress or 
undress for the dance, the main feature of the day's 
work. 

Clowns were already running about from house to 
house, giving warning to those who were to enact parts 
of any prominence. 

We now took another glance through the small . 
rectangular windows on the ground-floor of the 
Estufas. 

Each was almost full of young men, women, and 
children. The men were nearly naked, their bodies 
painted white, hair done up at the sides in horns, 
wound with corn-shucks; bands of cedar sprigs 
encircled their bodies from shoulders to waist, and 
rattles or'tortoise-shells and sheep's toes were pendent 
from the rear of right knee. A number of old men 
were haranguing them, but upon what topic I could 
not discover . 

.All-old and young, and of both sexes -wore 
curious head-dresses of thin boards, painted pea-green 
and sky blue, with tips of red or yellow, and with 
incisions in shape of the crescent, cross, square, or 
letter T. 

Small white flecks of eagle-down floated from the 
corners of those worn by the squaws. 1 

1 For Head-dress, see Plate IV. 

D 
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The garments worn by the women were the same 
as those in general use among those of the Zunis 
and Moquis, that is, a single garment, woven of dark 
blue wool, reaching to the knees. The left arm 
and shoulder and the upper half of left breast were 
exposed, and the light arm almost so. But the Santo 
Domingo women wore, under these, clean white petti
coats with ruffled and scalloped edges, which were 
allowed to project an inch below the woollen skirts, 
producing a very pretty effect. Their long hair, 
smooth and polished as' jet, was carefully brushed 
over their shoulders and down their backs. 

They were all barefooted and barelegged, but 80 

neat and clean was each and every one that I can say 
never before or since have I seen so pleasing an assem
blage of what "might in all fairness claim the title of 
savage beauty. 

The men were arrayed uniformly with regard to 
the kilt of white cotton cloth, made by the Zunis and 
Moquis, and evidently preserved in the same family 
for generations. 

Each dancer of either sex carried a little sprig of 
cedar in the left hand. 1 

Just as we passed they began to sally out from the 
Estufas. Down the stairs filed an even hundred, not 
counting the standard-bearer, but including a chorus 
of a dozen men, who worked themSelves into a frenzy, 
keeping time to the thump, thump, thumping of an 
oblong, keg-shaped drum, made of a hollow cottonwood 

1 See Plates V., VI., and VII. 
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log, covered with skin, the body of the instrument 
being yellow and the "trimmings" blue. 

For a long time I found it impo8Bible to catch the 
refrain, but by persistent effort I at last made out 
the concluding words of each verse, 

"Wi-ka-tolli-na-mash~-e ;" 

which were repeated over and over again in excellent 
time and with increasing vehemence. 

While the dancers were arranging themselves in 
proper order we had plenty of time to hunt up Padre 
Ribera and sample his breakfast. 

We were welcomed with cordiality, and introduced 
to all the cooks and attendants. To frame an opinion 
from what I saw that morning Padre Ribera must be 
held in high repute by his flock. 

Three young girls had been detailed to cook, wash 
the dishes, and set the table; as many old women 
chaperoned, superintended, bustled about, and made 
themselves general nuisances, under the impression 
that they were rendering invaluable service; and half 
a dozen old men, more or less lazy and decrepit, did 
what might be called " the heavy standing around." 

The young girls were models of neatness, modesty, 
and decorum; their hands and faces were clean as 
amber; their hair freshly washed with "aurole," 
brushed and tied up; their dresses new and bright, 
under each the crisply starched petticoat and a cotton 
chemise covering arms, neck, and bosom. 

While cooking, washing dishes, or setting table, 
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they wore white cotton cloths tied round the neck 
and covering the dress in front. 

The Padre invited us to be seated, and then gave 
the signal to bring in the repast. A big Indian 
grabbed in one hand a saddle of mutton roasted 
over the coals and cut it into large "gobs," any 
one of which would have been plenty for a small 
family. 

To each guest one of these was handed by the 
attendants, who accompanied it with a correspondingly 
great hunch of bread and a bowl of rich goat's milk. 

The centre of the table was reserved for a pile of 
melons and two platters, one containing boiled, the 
other fried, eggs. During the meal there was the 
greatest confusion; Indians kept running in or out, 
on business or pleasure intent. The business was 
largely comprehended in falling over each other's feet 
and over a pack of mangy curs which the appetising. 
odours of the roast meat had attracted inside the 
house; while the pleasure seemed to consist in scratch
ing their heads, or in gazing at the strangers with 
open mouths and open eyes. 

There was enough confusion to drive a saint mad. 
Padre Ribera, however, never lost his good-humour, 
and indeed infected us with a fair portion of his own 
joviality. 

" Captain," he said, turning to me, "did you ever 
know that in olden times the Spanish priests who 
lived among these Indians used to keep journals of 
their daily lives, in which were narrated all that the 
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Indians had done or said 1 It would be a great thing 
for you to get some of those journals, would it not 1" 

" Yes, Father Ribera, I appreciate fully the wonder
ful labours of those devoted men, and I regret ex
tremely that some plan cannot be devised by our 
Government, or by private associations interested in 
the early history of our country, to get back those 
books, or copies of them, from the city of Mexico, 
Simancas in Spain, or wherever else they may be 
stored. I think they would be almost priceless." 

Our conversation was here broken off abruptly 
by the sound of the approaching procession, and 
sallying out, we took our places in the shade of the 
church to see it pass. The first division of the dance 
was now moving slowly and sedately into the church 
"plaza," the formation being in column of twos, the 
men on the right, the woman on the left. The men 
were all bareheaded, hair flowing loose, and with 
parrot feathers tied to front of crown. They were 
naked, except that Scotch kilts of white cotton Zuni 
cloth reached half-way to the knees, the lower edge 
of the kilts being generally fringed with a narrow 
border of black. Their bodies were painted a reddish 
pink with, in occasional instances, streaks of white. 
This same pinkish white was applied to the legs from 
knees to ankles, but above the knees and the forearms 
were a dead white. 

Above the elbows were broad green armlets hold
ing sprigs of cedar in place. 

Hanging from the rear of the waist -belts were 
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coyote or fox skins, tails downward. 1 No leggings 
were worn, but around the calves were green, black, 
or yellow garters, with small shell pendants, which 
rattled in unison with the music of tortoise backs and 
sheep's toes tied to the right knee, or of small painted 
gourds, filled with corn, shaken in the right hand. 

These men wore moccasins trimmed around the 
ankles with goats' hair. t 

The women and girls carried on their heads painted 
tablets, already mentioned: they were bare-legged, 
bare-footed, wore no garters or tortoise-shell rattles, 
and carried no gourds, but each bore a fair-sized bunch 
of cedar in her left hand. 

The necklaces of the women were of hollow silver 
spheres, strung like rosaries, and having pendant from 
them double or archiepiscopal crosses of silver. 

The departures from this uniformity of decoration 
were not numerous, and consisted altogether of neck
laces of fine shells, malachite or coral, of home manu
facture, bored out by the bow-drill with flint tip, in 
the use of which the Indians of this Pueblo are 
unusually dexterous. I also noticed, as a pendant, 
a crescent of solid silver, outlining the man in the 
moon. s 

1 "The Totonac priests of Ceuteotl (Ceres) were always dressed in 
the skins of/ora or coyotu."-Bancroft, H. H., vol. ii p.214. 

t See Plate VI. 
8 This ornament is to be found among the Navajoes, who occa

sionally make it, and who say that it has some connection with their 
worship of Ab-sun-nuth, or the Woman in the Western Ocean. While. 
I was among the Navajoes, in April and May 1881, myoId friend 
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The management of this division of the dance 
was under the care of three or four clowns, who were 
naked excepting the breech-clout, and wore no mocca
sins; their bodies, limbs, and faces were striped black 
and white; bands of otter fur crossed their bodies 
diagonally; tortoise-shells clanked at their right knees, 
cedar sprigs encircled ankles and waists, and corn
shucks tied up their hair. 1 

With this first hundred were numbers of tiny 
children not counted in the aggregate. 

The step of the dance was a "mark-time," some
thing between a shufHe and a goose step; in advancing 
slowly the body was bent forward. 

Thus the procession worked its way round the 
plaza, the clowns prancing hither and thither, waving 
small wands of cottonwood branches. 

When in front of the church and Padre Ribera's 
position, the fun grew fast and furious; the clowns 
darted hither and thither, bellowing orders; the 
drummers and choristers gave us another dose of 

"Wi-b-tolli-na..mash~ j " 

while the dancers, now facing each other, but preserv
ing the same step, turned round and round in place 
for several moments, ending in a series of terpsi
chorean evolutions, rather too complicated for my 
descriptive powers, at the termination of which they 

Kr. Leonard obtained Cor me, with much difficulty, a couple of these 
omamenta ; one of the pair is at this moment in the private collection 
or LieuteDant-General P. H. Sheridan, U.s. Army. 

1 See Plate VII. 
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marched away rapidly in single file, each woman or 
girl falling in behind her male partner as he passed 
her, and the orchestra and clowns giving a farewell 
howl ere they joined their comrades. 

The dress of the dancers evidently perpetuated the 
pre-historic costume of their forefathers. Not a few 
of the kilts were worn threadbare, although all were 
clean. There was also to be seen a number of the 
Moqui and Zuni girdles of cotton, terminating in a 
string and ball fringe. These are so highly regarded 
by all the Pueblos that it is a matter of extreme 
difficulty to obtain one of them. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Indian elowns-A pair of lovers-An extortionate governor-The 
native clans--A cruel sport-A fresh start-A wayside station. 

A BRIEF interlude followed, and then the second 
division entered the plaza, headed by a standard with a 
border varying only slightly, if at all, from that upon 
the banner borne by the first division. In advance of 
this division was borne another oblong drum, with 
white body, black heads, and red" points." In this 
division there were twenty - four choristers, eighty 
dancers, twelve clowns, and twenty-six children. In 
attire they were almost the counterparts of their re
spective predecessors, but the bodies, arms, and legs of 
the male dancers were painted blue, and the bodies of 
the clowns streaked with the same colour. The wooden 
head-dresses of the women were painted bluish green, 
tipped on the upper corners with red and yellow, and 
perforated with crescent or square holes. 

The modest deportment of the gentler sex attracted 
general comment. During the whole dance numbers 
of them never raised their eyes from the ground. The 
beauty of the women was in a few cases enhanced, but 
in most impaired, by patches of vermilion painted on 
each cheek. 

The second division of dancers went through the 
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same evolutions as their comrades of the first, whom 
they soon followed to the shrine of Santo Domingo, 
whither Moran and I also proceeded under a broiling 
sun. 

The two bodies of dancers, massed together, made 
a scene resplendent with gorgeous colouring ; the dark 
blue blanket-skirts of the squaws, girt with red and 
green worsted sashes; their long, black, glistening 
hair; the vivid green of the head-dresses, and the 
darker hues of the cedar sprigs; the dangling feathers 
of eagle and parrot; the painted legs and arms of the 
men, or the glistening white petticoats of the women, 
heightened the barbaric splendours of Navajo blankets 
and the sheen of silver necklaces. 

Each Indian in turn filed into the shrine of Saint 
Dominick, and presented an offering of a candle, or 
else the first-fruits of his melon-patch or corn-field,
the donations swelling into a grand pile of loaves of 
bread, candles, and Apache baskets filled with plums 
and melons,-all of which the stolid attendants upon 
the shrine apathetically deposited at one side. 

The clowns made the most of the chance now given 
to display their wit ; they approached the shrine with 
mock obeisance, addressed the saint with simulated 
humility and deference, affected to hand him their offer
ings, called him "Tata" (father) in a very familiar way, 
and perpetrated jokes which must have been coeval 
with the veteran witticisms of the Ame~can circus, if 
the impassive serenity with which the grown men and 
women received them could be accepted as an indication. 
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The melons and other presents tendered by the 
clowns and dancers were handed to them by friends 
and relatives in waiting as they drew near the statue. 

One of the clowns offered a melon to a miner, who 
accepted it as a bona fide gift; but the Indian 
snatched it out of his hands, and darted away through 
the crowd to the unrestrained delight of the youngsters, 
who, it should be said, were giggling heartily at every
thing said and done for their diversion. 

Elbowing my way about in the closely-packed 
mass of spectators, I had abundant opportunity for 
seeing all that was prized in the way of personal 
decoration in Santo Domingo. Nearly every old 
squaw in the Pueblo wore one of the silver rosary 
necklaces already mentioned. It then occurred to me 
that somewhere I had read that when the Spaniards re
conquered New Mexico, in 1692-94, their commanding 
general, D. Diego Vargas, imposed upon the Rio Grande 
Pueblos the condition that each full-grown man and 
woman should habitually wear round the neck a rosary 
as a mark of subjection to the Crown of Spain and 
the true Church; and at same time insisted upon the 
discontinuance of the dance in honour of the idols, 
called by the Castilians the Cochino or Pig, from its 
ugly snout, but known among the Zunis, who still 
practise it as the dances of the Coyamashe or Shalacu.1 

1 Consult Davis' Conquest of Nt:IJJ Mexico, p. 337. The incident 
mentioned occurred, but the officer was named Cruzate. He entered 
New Menco about 1690. I am confident that Vargas, who came after 
him in 1692-94, imposed the same badge of subjection. 
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When the rosary ceased to be a badge of subjec
tion it might have been refined into an ornament, and 
its use continued long after the tradition of its intro
duction had faded from the minds of the Indians 
themselves. The Cochino dance never was openly 
revived so long as the Spaniards could prevent it; yet 
it is possible that the Dance of the Tablet may have 
afforded a satisfactory substitute. And, further, may 
not these exercises have been a compromise between 
the prejudices of those who tenaciously clung to the 
old heathen rites and the inclinations of others whom 
fear, venality, superior intelligence, or hidden sympathy 
attracted to the doctrines of the conquerors ? 

Certain it is that every symbol seen here this day 
has been seen at other times among the Zunis, 
Moquis, and Jemez people, with whose heathenism 
they are linked, and if heathenish in those Pueblos, 
they can scarcely be Christian in Santo Domingo. 

These remarks apply, of course, only to such of 
the Indians as have not accepted the teachings of the 
Spanish missionaries. It must not be forgotten that 
there is a very respectable percentage seemingly im
bued with Christian fervour, and humbly and devoutly 
following in the footsteps of the Master. 

The dancers, after depositing their gifts, resumed 
their places in line, and continued without intermis
sion, until the sun had sunk to rest, their perform
ances in singing, drumming and shufHing. 

The' amount of the offerings was considerable; the 
quality was not very good. It looked to me as if this 

Digitized by Coogle 



A PAIR OF LOVERS. 45 

part of the proceedings was more complimentary than 
otherwise, since no man in his sound senses would 
think of eating the immature melons and plums unless 
he had his life insured at a high figure. 

The monotonous drumming and the nasal intona
tion of the singers grew wearisome after a while, 
and as there was still much to be seen in the Pueblo 
itself, we sauntered leisurely through it, examining 
everything in a deliberate manner. 

One of the first things attracting my attention 
was a meeting between a pair of lovers; they had 
evidently only lately had a quarrel, for which each was 
heartily sorry. He approached, and was received 
with a disdain tempered with so much sweetness and 
affection that he wilted at once, and, instead of boldly 
asserting himself, dared do nothing but timidly touch 
her hand. The touch, I imagine, was not disagree
able, because the girl's hand was soon firmly held in 
his, and he with earnest warmth was pouring into her 
ears words whose purport it was not difficult to con
jecture. 

It was at this stage of the proceedings that I came 
upon the scene. They detected my presence, and 
manifested no particular pleasure at my company; as 
I did not wish to embarrass them, I at once took my 
departure. 

The young man was unusually good -looking, 
with a countenance expressive of fine attributes; the 
maiden was quite pretty, of good figure, and modest, 
gentle demeanour, and dressed in the full agony of 
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Pueblo fashion. I hope that by this time they are 
married and happy. So much stuff and nonsense 
have been written about the entire absence of affection 
from the Indian character, especially in the relations 
between the sexes, that it affords me great pleasure 
to note this little incident, in which the parties acted 
with perfect freedom from the restraint the known 
presence of strangers imposes. Padre Ribera gives 
these people a high character for virtue. 

On our return we found that the Lieutenant
Governor had sent to say that he would like to see us 
down at our house; as we suspected, upon the subject 
of our rent. The room we occupied was the ordinary 
apartment of the poorer classes of the country, with
out furniture of any kind, and worth, as rents go 
there, about 25 c. a day. The hay, wood, water, eggs, 
and everything received had been paid for at prices 
so liberal that I suppose the cupidity of our esteemed 
friend had been aroused, and he had come to look 
upon us as a couple of perambulating silver-mines, or 
perhaps thought that we were Jay Gould and William 
H. Vanderbilt out on a picnic. 

He began his remarks by blandly expressing his 
gratification that the great father in Washington had 
sent out two of his best men to give an account of 
the Pueblo and the dance; that his heart was very 
" content" to have us there, and that he had given 
us his best room to sleep in and stay in while we re
mained in the Pueblo; and as he had such a high 
opinion of the great father and ourselves, he would 
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charge us only ten dollars for the day. This gener
osity overwhelmed us. An abundant charge would 
have been 50 c. 

Moran called out, " Confound the man I Tell him 
I was here. last year and occupied this very room with 
General Hatch, and then he charged us only $1.50, 
and we thought that that was extortionate enough. 

I quietly communicated Moran's views to Bautista, 
and also laid three bright silver half dollars upon the 
floor. 

He shrieked in well-feigned horror; he was a sick 
man, we were rich officers, we came from where money 
was plenty. But as he considered us his friends and 
didn't want to quarrel with us, he would say, give 
him $5.50 for the love of God, and say no more about it. 

I remained impassive, and the money lay upon 
the :floor untouched. He had a wife and children; 
he was also the Lieutenant-Governor of the Pueblo, 
and had not any time to lose from the dance; "Make 
it $3, amigo, and let's stop quarrelling." 

I replied, "I'll not give you another cent. I wish 
to pay the very highest prices for everything obtained 
here for our mules or ourselves, but I'll not be swindled. 
You're an embustero" (cheat). 

"Two dollars and let me go," said our worthy 
Governor. 

"No, here are seven quarters; that's at least one 
dollar more than you are entitled to, and two shillings 
more than I first intended giving you. Take it or leave 
it, and take it quickly, or I'll put it back in my pocket." 
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"Your mules have eaten much hay." 
" You old pirate, we paid the boys for the hay 

last night." 
" Your driver has had firewood a.nd water and 

eggs." 
"That is none of your business; we have paid for 

every stick of wood, every drop of water, and every 
single egg brought into this room, and that's all the 
money you're going to get." 

He took it, making a great fuss, but secretly 
delighted to get so much. 

We were glad to be rid of the old fraud, as ~e 
did not care to be delayed in our further examina
tion of the town, and observation of the manners and 
customs of its inhabitants. 

The Indians of Santo Domingo are experts in the 
use of the bow-drill,I of which I saw more than a 
dozen at work during my ramble through the town. 
With this clumsy tool they manufacture the perforated 
beads of chalchihuitl, or impure malachite, and sea
shells, which they send to the Navajoes of the west 
at a great enhancement upon their value in the raw 
state. Coral necklaces are more rare, but by no 
means infrequent. They are made of the deep red 
stone, not of celluloid, and were originally, it is said, 
brought from the South Sea. 

It would be an interesting point to determine 
whether or not at the date of the advent of the first 
European explorers the Indians of the Rio Grande, 

1 See Plate XXXI. 
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and the sedentary Indians generally, were familiar 
wi~h coral; it would, in my opinion, serve (in con
junction with other facts we now know relative to 
their use of sea-shells, sea sand, etc., in their religious 
ceremonies) to demonstrate pretty conclusively that 
they had reached their present location from the 
Pacific. 

There were very few arms of precision, and none 
that I saw of any value; the principal weapons were 
bows and arrows in small numbers, and shields of 
raw hide, without any pretensions to beauty. 

In one of the houses we made the acquaintance 
of a man past middle age, who conversed with much 
intelligence. 

His name in Spanish was Sebastian Aguilar; his 
Indian name was "Paj arito Amarillo" (Little Yellow 
Bird), or in his own language, A-chee-a-ya. The 
little Yellow Bird, he told me, was the young Huaca
mayo or Macaw. 

He asserted that he was a member of the Chamisa 
or Sage Brush clan, his father was of the Maiz or 
Corn clan, his wife and children of the Coyote, and 
his wife's father of the Aguila or Eagle. The Gover
nor of the Pueblo belonged to the Eucina or Evergreen 
Oak, and the Lieutenant-Govern.or to the Aguila or 
Eagle. 

With a very little persuasion and a small sum of 
money we extracted from this intelligent and com
municative man the following list of the clans of the 
Querez people, every one of which is represented in 

E 
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Santo Domingo, although the representation IS m 
some cases reduced to two or three persons :-

1. Aguila, Eagle. 
2. Agua, Water. 
3. Sapo, Toad. 

10 Pal '1 {Yucca or . ml a, Soap-weed. 

11. Chamisa, Sage Brush. 

4. Huacamayo, { ~~' 12. Tejon, Badger. 
13. Cibola, Buffalo. 

5. Culebra, Snake. H. Coyote, Coyote. 
6. Sol, Sun. 15. Berenda, Antelope. 
7. 080, Bear. 16. Tortuga, Tortoise. 
8. Leon, Mountain Lion 17. Eneina, Evergreen Oak. 
9. Grulla, Crane. 18. Maiz, Corn. 

The cool breezes of evening blew in from the 
river, driving before them the radiant fervour of the 
day. Excitement and curiosity had made us un
mindful of the torrid rays which had been beating 
down upon us since early in the morning, or the 
scarcely less torrid air which had burned our necks 
and faces; we had these recalled to mind by the 
refreshing contrast of the night wind, which the 
young Indians apparently enjoyed fully as much as 
we did. 

Preparations for a grand horse-race were com
pleted by sundown, and at a given signal, not far 
from fifty or sixty riders started. The course was 
not, as well as I could understand, from a given 
starting-point to a given goal and back, but was 
rather in the nature of a chase. A first detachment 
having been allowed certain headway, a second de- . 
tachment started in brisk pursuit. It was permissible 
to dodge -in and out, around and through every 

Digitized by Coogle 



A CRUEL SPORT. 51 

obstacle within certain limits, always providing that 
the two parties kept constantly moving. 

The struggle became extremely exciting, and 
served to show off the excellent equestrianism of the 
young men of Santo Domingo and their Navajo 
friends, who cheerfully joined in this rough amuse
ment. 

Soon this was succeeded by the ever-popular sport 
of charging down at break-neck speed upon a poor, 
forlorn fowl imbedded up to its neck in the sand. 

The old barn-yard rooster did not like its share 
in this amusement, and stretched its neck in a vain 
attempt to extricate itself from its living grave. 
This action gives all the better chance to the horse
men, who rush down at full swoop, and, when at 
proper distance, lean from the saddle and grasp at 
the fowl's neck. 

If the bird sees one approach it shrinks back; the 
odds are largely in favour of a miss, and sometimes, 
when the cavalier is not especially alert and active, 
he may sprawl upon the sand, to the delight and 
amusement of his comrades. 

At last some one bolder, more skilful, or more 
fortunate than the others, succeeds in reaching the 
rooster and drags it out to the air. Away goes the 
lucky horseman, pursued by a shouting mob of reck
less, dare-devil riders, whose one object is to dispossess 
him of his capture. 

The upshot of the whole business is that the poor 
fowl is torn to :pieces before the struggle is ended. 
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No one cares for the pain inilicted upon chanti
cleer, and, indeed, it has never occurred to me that 
the pastime was devised for the bird's amusement. It 
serves only to display some exceptionally fine feats of 
horsemanship from which I should be glad to disso
ciate the elements of brutality. A pretty good sprink
ling of the youth and beauty, or, to speak more cor
rectly, of the old age and homeliness, of the Pueblo, 
had gathered in front of our door with specimens of 
home-made pottery for our inspection. 

We purchased all for which we could find room in 
our ambulance, and with these pieces half a dozen or 
more of the chalchihuitl. 

The squaws again surrounded us with fresh objects 
of their ceramic skill, hoping to persuade us to make 
further investments. We closed our ears to their 
syren song of "Muncho wally ese, do'peso" (" this is 
very valuable for two dollars"-two dollars meaning 
anything in silver coin), and mounting into our ambu
lance, which stood ready hitched-up, drove three miles 
to Wallace Station (Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe 
Railroad) in time to catch a" wild" train for Albu
querque. The station agent had kindly notified us the 
train was expected, a courtesy which saved us much 
trouble and annoyance. 

We had not a day to lose, if we hoped to get to 
the Moqui villages in time for the snake-dance, and 
much as we should have liked to remain in Santo Do
mingo for a week or two longer, we felt it prudent to 
leave by the first, which, in the frightful weather then 
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damaging the railroad, might be for some days to come 
the last opportunity. 

When we reached Albuquerque Moran and I took 
such accommodations as the indifferent but really over
worked clerk of the cc Armijo House" deigned to be
stow upon us. 

The room had altogether three occupants; my 
comrade and myself bunked together in the double 
bed, leaving the single cot to "the entire stranger." 

In another room, a trifle larger than ours, seven 
poor unfortunates were huddled, and this was called 
first-class accommodation, or rather accommodation for 
which first-class prices were exacted. 

With all its disadvantages the apartment in the 
Armijo House was much superior to the den we had 
occupied while in Santo Domingo, or to the bed we 
should have had to share on the seats of the ambulance 
had we not sent that back to Santa Fe with our driver. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

New Mexican scenery-A tedious railway journey-A hopeful cook 
-A New Mexican storm-A touch of fever. ' 

AUGUST 3, 1881.-Greatly to our delight we learned 
that the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad was open, and its 
trains running on time. We left Albuquerque at 8 
o'clock of a bright and beautiful morning, and ran 
down on the Topeka and Santa Fe's track for twelve 
miles to "the bridge crossing to the west bank of the Rio 
Grande at the Pueblo of Isleta. On our train were 
several Indians from the Pueblo of San Felipe, one of 
them an Albino. The Atlantic and Pacific was at that 
date a brand-new road, with much still lacking in the 
way of equipment. The promoters of the enterprise 
had from the commencement used only the finest and 
heaviest steel rails, and many of the engines were 
models of power and beauty. The cars were new and 
clean, but of the class known as "combination," the 
front half given up to mail, baggage, freight, etc., and 
the other portion provided with seats for passengers. 

The people about us were mostly miners, ranch
men, and labourers,-a good-natured set, indifferent 
as to personal appearance, but accommodating, gene
rous, and whole-souled. 
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Our route from the Rio Grande lay almost due 
west up the valley of the Puerco of the east, keeping 
under the shadow of Mount Taylor, one of the highest 
and most imposing peaks ofthe south-western country. 
There was much to attract our attention; in fact, 
everything seemed worthy of note, either by reason of 
oddity or loveliness. Certainly, nowhere in the world 
can there be found air more balmy and exhilarating 
than that which puts new life into the lungs of the 
traveller in New Mexico. 

A soft, sensuous haze of blue half hid, half disclosed 
the square, hard outlines of bold escarpment of sand
stone which for league after league bounded the hori
zon on the right and left, while, closer to the track, a 
river of lava, rough, black, and repellent, recorded a 
primeval convulsion of nature. 

The accommodation along the· line of the road 
was as yet of a primitive character, and travellers 
were constantly reminded of the fact that they were 
on a llew road in a new country. At a small station 
called EI Rito we took dinner, a very well-cooked meal 
indeed, taking everything into consideration. The 
ta,ble service was of a really beautiful description. 
The sugar-bowls, salt and butter dishes, bread and 
potato plates, were of Indian pottery from the Pueblos 
of ~uuna and Acoma, a few miles to the west, for be 
it understood that the valley of the Puerco of the 
east, up which the Atlantic and Pacific runs, is 
studded with Indian towns. Laguna, Acoma, and 
Isleta, with their outlying dependencies, take up aU 
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the arable, or I should say irrigable, land in the valley 
itself or adjacent to it. As it is now demonstrated 
that water can be found not many feet below the sur
face, the capacity of this valley for supporting popu
lation is increased tenfold. Here will yet be one of 
the most flourishing seats of the American wine trade; 
ihe warm, sheltered terraces of the Rio Grande and 
Puerco, . from Albuquerque to Laguna will soon be 
purple and green with the fruit and tendrils of the 
royal grape, yielding a most generous wine.' May the 

\ Good Lord speed the day when Americans shall be 
; able to make a good wine and be proud to drink it. 

Mines of gold and silver there are without number in 
Arizona and New Mexico; success or failure may 
attend their development, but long after the very 
names of the most promising of them ~hall have been 
forgotten, the great bonanza of grape culture and wine 
manufacture will exist to pour its constant dividends 
into the trea.~ury of the south-west. 

Were it within the scope of this volume there could 
be transcribed from my notes and memoranda much 
to show that the capabilities of the Rio Grande and 
its tributary valleys have not been over-rated, and 
much, too, might have been said of the quaint and 
archaic attractions of Santa Fe and Albuquerque, and 
the old·fashioned home life and manners of the Spanish
American civilisation, receding so rapidly before the 
aggressive American. All references to such matters, 
however, have been carefully excluded, lest the bulk 
of what was commenced as a modest description of 
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a summer's ramble be swollen to the dimensions of 
a pretentious volume of travel. 

The cook at the El Rito station admitted that his 
life at this time was quite lonely, and that his only 
moments of pleasurable excitement were those attend
ing the arrival and departure of the freight and 
passenger trains: "And yet," said he, "I have plenty 
to do, and don't get lonesome. Bi'me by, the road 
will be finished, and this will be a favourite route of 
travel between the two oceans; it can't fail to be 
that. And lots of people are beginning to come in 
now. Besides, I've some pets--come and see them." 

He displayed an aviary, containing three eagles, 
two hawks, and a crow, all caught in the hills near by. 

The warning cry of "Lolebore" from the con
ductor, which was as close to" all aboard" as any con
ductor ever gets, caused us to rush, in the pell-mell 
fashion of our country, to the seats vacated a few 
moments previously; a tap on the bell, a toot of the 
whistle, and we were speeding up the valley. 

Indians, alone or in groups, working in the fields 
. or trudging to distant markets, bearing upon their 
backs blankets filled with heavy burdens of sweet 
apples~ apricots, and plums from their own orchards, 
or driving donkeys freighted with pottery, could be 
seen at any moment from the car windows. 

On the different "sidings" were construction and 
repair trains of freight-cars, fitted up with windows, 
doors, tables, and beds, the homes of bands of labourers 
working upon grades and bridges. 
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At Crane's, the terminus of the first division, we 
were informed, to our great dismay, that our train 
would layover for the night, and that nothing would 
run out on the western division before five the next 
mornmg. 

Mr. Brown, the division superintendent, listened 
with courteous attention to what we had to say about 
the snake-dance, and when we told him that we hadn't 
a moment to lose if we were to reach the Yoqui 
villages by the 9th, the night of the full moon, when 
the dance was to commence, he replied that a loco
motive was going out very soon as far as Wingate 
Station, and to oblige us he would have it take a 
car out in which we could ride. 

For this courteous and kindly act I have no words 
sufficient to express my grateful acknowledgments. 

A throng of fine-looking Navajo Indians sur
rounded the engine, watching it with a curious 
interest they vainly tried to conceal under the mask 
of stolid indifference. These witnesses, as such I 
learned they were, had come down from their own 
reservation to give testimony against a fellow caught . 
in the act of selling whisky to members of their 
tribe. 

This villainous-looking wretch, fettered hand and 
foot, stood a few feet farther back in the custody of 
Deputy U.S. Marshal Dye. 

By a fatal defect in our laws for the preservation 
of peace with the native tribes, the rascals who sell 
them whisky and ammunition, or who rob them of 
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their ponies, are practically screened from punishment 
for their villainy. Cascs must be tried before Courts 
at a distance from the scene of the crimes; witnesses 
cannot always afford the time and expense involved 
in attendance, and dodge the responsibility; and as 
soon as the accused has secured the services of one or 
two of those fledglings of hell,-the frontier Jack 
lawyers,-the machinery of the law is set in motion, 
not to assist justice but to defeat it. 

o Our engine moved out very slowly, at a rate not 
over four miles an hour, the engineer being very 
much afraid of the track, which was new and badly 
undermined by water from recent storms. In ap
proaching bridges or culverts we stopped altogether 
until the fireman had gone ahead with his lantern 
and made a close inspection. 

The heavens suddenly darkened; brown and inky 
masses of clouds palled the horizon, the lurid glare of 
lightning disclosed in all its majesty thc bold outline 
of the approaching tempest and the solid sheet of 
rain falling on all sides of us. 

The storm drew very close to the track, but its 
full force was wasted without doing us the least 
damage. It was not until we drew up at Wingate 
Station that we received a drenching, at which we 
did not grumble, feeling thankful that the full fury 
of the elements had not been visited upon us. 

Moran remained in the car to guard our valises 
and baggage, while I set out to reach Fort Wingate, 
three and a half miles to the south. The rain was 
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still falling with irritating persistency, and the road 
had been converted into a vast quagmire of muddy 
sloughs, alternating with deep ponds of very respect
able area. 

I trudged and splashed, covering myself from 
head to foot with slimy ooze, and several times had 
narrow escapes from sprawling at full length. 

The darkneBB was almost tangible, and yet the 
lightning was so frequent and so vivid that no other 
difficulty than was due to the deep and slippery mud 
was experienced in pushing ahead. An hour's hard 
work brought me to the summit of a small knoll, and 
while resting at this point I discerned through the 
murky haze the twinkling lights of the officers' quarters, 
which assured me that the post was almost under my feet. 

Wet, bedraggled, muddy, tired, and cross, I made 
my way to the house of my friend General Bradley, 
the post commander, who, without regard to my 
wretched plight, insisted that I shouid accept his 
hospitality and remain in his house until rested 

Most comforting assurance of all received from 
him was one to the effect that the rattlesnake-dance 
would not occur until the 11 th, and that Mr. Tom 
Kearn was now in the post, where he .was to stay all 
the next day and then start back for his home at 
Moqui Agency, reaching there in plenty of time for 
seeing this strange ceremony. 

Late as the hour was, a table was immediately 
spread with a warm supper, of which I partook with 
zest. 

Digitized by Coogle 



A TOUCH OF FEVER. 61 

General Bradley then sent after Moran. The 
storm had broken, and the mud, deep and tenMious 
as it might be, would offer no impediment to a driver 
and mules familiar with every inch of the road. So 
General Bradley thought; but the mud was deeper 
than he supposed, and Moran did not reach his house 
until half-past two on the following morning. 

Then both Moran and myself began to show very 
pronounced symptoms of something like nervous 
exhaustion. 

We had been on the go without cessation for a 
number of weeks, working hard in a red-hot sun or in 
driving rain and chilly evening air, going without 
proper food, clothing, or rest; and the attack which 
now set in was nothing but Dame Nature's quiet but 
emphatic mode of notification that the drafts upon 
our physical powers had used up the amounts to our 
credit in her treasury. 

Nothing could have been kinder than the treat
ment we received from General Bradley, of whose 
goodness I shall always cherish a grateful remem
brance. 

Every attention our cases demande~ was rendered 
by Dr. Matthews, the post surgeon, with whom it was 
my good fortune to hold several long conversations. 
He is an officer who has devoted much of his leisure 
to the study of American ethnology, and he kindly 
gave me a number of important hints derived from 
his own enlarged experience. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

The onward journey-Flies and cats-Charming scenery
A New Mexican ranch-A pleasant meal. 

AUGUST 7, 1881.-Mr. Thomas Keam, Mr. Moran, 
and myself, left Fort Wingate at eight o'clock of a 
morning whose exhilarating loveliness we accepted as 
a harbinger of success. A half score of miles out 
from the fort we met a Navajo Indian on horseback 
carrying the U.S. maiL 

Our course lay about north-west through a pictur
esque country, in whose many gentle little dales grew 
in abundance the wild potato, a favourite food of the 
Apaches, Zunis, Utes, and Navajoes; and Moran kept 
us laughing by his amusing descriptions of his experi
ences while sketching among the Pennsylvania Dutch, 
and so made us unmindful of the swarms of flies 
which attacked us during the day. 

At Fort Defiance, the agency of the Navajo 
Indians, myoId friend Mr. 'Villiam Leonard extended 
his usual cordial reception, in which he was assisted 
by his clerks, Sinclair and M'Donald. 

The cook Francisco, a full-blooded Navajo Indian, 
soon called out "chiniago" (dinner), and we seated 
ourselves before a plentiful and well-cooked meal, our 
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enjoyment of which was, however, greatly impaired 
by the attacks made by clouds of flies. 

There were at this time not many Indians about 
the agency, but those we saw were typical representa
tives of their race-square-shouldered, sinewy, com
pact, and well-proportioned figures, with straight 
limbs, square jaws, flashing eyes, and intelligent, 
good-natured faces. 

The next morning, after a most refreshing sleep, 
we were aroused by what I at first thought was the 
sound of heavy rain beating against the window
glass; it proved to be the buzzing of myriads of flies 
warmed to renewed vigour under the genial rays of 
the early sun. 

Mr. Leonard was the proud possessor of ten or 
fifteen cats, which amused themselves in scampering 
across our bed-clothes, and completed the awakening 
the buzzing of the flies had begun. 

Francisco cooked a good breakfast, but informed 
his employer while we were at table that he was going 
away at olice to attend to his brother, who was very 
ill. This illness, Francisco had been advised, was due 
to witchcraft, his poor brother's body having been 
shot full of beads by some malignant or envious 
Indian. It would be necessary to do a great deal of 
singing and rattling over him; and, in case the worst 
came to the worst, to have the "medicine men" 
suck the beads out from the invalid's shoulders or· 
breast. 

Were I 80 disposed, I might fill many pages with 
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accounts of the Navajoes, one of the most powerful 
tribes now remaining in the United States. 

Every facility was granted me earlier in the year 
by Colonel Frank L. Bennett, 9th Cavalry, who had 
been in charge of the tribe at various dates since 
1868; who had studied their habits, knew something 
of their language, and was well acquainted with their 
prominent chiefs and head men. 

The hundreds of pages of notes and memoranda 
gathered together while on this duty are full of inter
esting details of the daily life of the Navajoes, and 
were it not for their bulk, I should be greatly tempted 
to condense them as much as possible and incorporate 
them in the present narrative. 

Keam, Moran, and myself, joined by Mr. Sinclair 
and two soldiers, Gordon and Smallwood, who had 
preceded us from Fort Wingate, started for the 
Moqui villages. Our drive of yesterday had been over 
forty miles; that of this day was to be over thirty, 
so it became necessary to leave early. 

Our road followed up the Bonito Canon, and then 
through a rugged country of red sandstone bluffs, 
plentifully covered with pine, cedar, and pinon of 
good size, much of the pine being suitable for lumber. 

The road in places was quite steep, but generally 
excellent, and much of the scenery from the hill-crests 
was of great beauty. 

Keam, with whom I was riding, told me that 
among the Navajoes there was one family of Albinos, 
numbering three girls_and one boy, who at present live 
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near Barney Williams' ranch, on Pueblo Colorado 
Creek, where we expected to remain for the night. 
~ 0 other Albinos are known among the tribe of 
18,000 souls. 

Before the sun had reached the meridian we en
tered a "park" country, where tall, straight pine-trees 
encircled lovely swales matted with fresh, green grass. 

The sky, up to this moment of an immaculate 
blue, almost immediately filmed over with gauzy 
clouds, and a smart shower of rain fell, wetting us 
through, but, fortunately, lasting only ten minutes. 

We remained in a "park" country the greater por
tion of the day, but the interminable emerald of the 
juicy grass was succeeded by the enchanting enamel 
of wild-flowers, which in every hue-yellow, scarlet, 
white, purple, and blue-matted the ground with the 
effect of a Persian carpet. We were certainly in a 
most eJ¥!hanting section of Arizona (we had crossed 
the boundary line between New Mexico and Arizona 
seven miles on the other side of Fort Defiance). 

In these charming Hower-fields dainty little hum
ming-birds sought refreshment, and, by the rapidity 
of their Hight, added animation to the scene. 

We dismounted from our conveyances, and the 
whole party of prosy, commonplace men devoted 
themselves to the poetical occupation of culling nose
gays: never did buds more lovely grace the bosom 
of lady fair. 

We were upon the summit of a plateau of con
siderable elevation, the soil, to my great surprise, 

F 
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being covered in numerous spots with "wash," gravel, 
and other drift. 

Since leaving Fort Wingate, we had been inhaling 
the life-restoring, balsam-laden breezes of pine-clad 
mountains, and our spirits and feelings-I am alluding, 
of course, more particularly to Moran and myself
were wonderfully exhilarated; while at Santo Do
mingo we breathed so much that was offensive and 
even putrid, probably dead meat and other effete 
matter accumulated on account of the feast, that until 
this morning we were certain we could taste the foul
ness each time we opened our mouths. 

Thirteen miles north-west of the Navajo Agency 
are the rock-tanks, called by the Navajoes Tzi-M,-ni
salan, or " the holes in hard rock." 

Sixteen miles out the road began to descend from 
the plateau by an easy grade. On the lower flanks of 
the mountain pine gave place to pinon, whfh pre
sented itself in compact groves. There was also an 
abundance of cedar, with much sage-brush of consider
able size and Spanish bayonet, upon which hung 
clusters of the hosh-kow, a favourite food of the 
Navajoes. 

Grama grass, in thick bunches, filled all the ground 
not covered, or too deeply shadowed, by other vege
tation. 

Down in the valley the sage-brush and Spanish 
bayonet obtained the mastery, while pinon disap
peared, except as isolated bushes not large enough to 
be called trees. The grass still remained excellent. 

Digitized by Coogle 



A NEW MEXICAN RANCH. 67 

Twenty-two miles out were the" Cloo-hallone" tanks, 
filled with curious four-legged reptiles (axolotl). The 
sun was yet several hours high when we drove up to 
Barney Williams' ranch, on the banks of the Pueblo 
Colorado, a stream at this time ten feet wide and four 
or five inches deep, whose slow and tortuous current 
crawled over a bottom of red clay and sand, and be
tween vertical banks of crumbling clay, twelve or 
fifteen feet high. 

With genuine western hospitality Mr. Williams 
insisted upon our taking up our quarters with him. 
Why he should be called Barney Williams instead of 
George Williams is one of the mysteries of the Arizona 
nomenclature it would be useless to attempt to un
ravel. We made no effort in that direction, but 
accepted his proffered courtesies with the more 
alacrity because the reputation he had established 
for his kindness to all travellers extended for many 
miles. 

While talking with Mr. Williams and his partner, 
Mr. Webber, I felt a nibbling at my boot, and looking 
down saw a prairie-dog, one of the family pets. These 
little animals are not very common in Arizona, where 
they are to be found only alon-g the eastern boundary. 

Mr. Williams' ranch is of the Arizona order of 
architecture,-a single-storied, long, low building of 
" jacal" or palisade, filled in with mud chinking, and 
roofed with a covering of earth and brush. 

He had surrounded himself with many of the 
creature comforts, not the least important of which 
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were one hundred chickens. In this secluded spot, 
away from the lines of ordinary travel, and almost cut 
off from communion with white men, Williams has 
built up for himself a thriving and lucrative wool trade 
with the Navajoes, over whom, in common with Kearn 
and Leonard, he wields great influence. 

To improve our appetite. for supper, we walked 
over to the ruins of the old Pueblo from which the 
creek takes its name, and which I do not describe 
minutely, for the simple reason that they differ in no 
essential from better examples to be adduced farther 
on in the course of my narrative. 

The tracings of the inner and outer walls are per
fectly distinct, and the material of construction blocks 
of friable sandstone of all shapes and sizes, from six 
to ten inches long, three to six wide, and one to four 
thick. 

The stones were uncut or unpecked, and placed in 
position just as they were taken from the adjacent 
mesa. The mud or clay which had once held them 
together was now washed away, and the walls reduced 
to piles of rock, but the general plan of the Pueblo 
could still be made out. It had evidently been 
shaped like a hollow square, the "placeta" in the 
centre reserved for movements of religion, festivity, 
or public business. Two circular depressions marked 
the sites of Estufas, both within the square. 

We had an excellent supper or dinner of beef
steak, canned fruit, bread, butter, pie, and tea. I 
make mention of the kind of food we receive and the 
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style in which it is served because I am of the opinion 
that ~he best index of the progress of a new country 
is its domestic economy. 

To one as familiar as myself with the unsavoury 
aspect of Arizona tables in 1869 - 70 and there:' 
abouts, the sight of a neatly-arranged supper or 
dinner is a gratifying demonstration of the rapid 
approach of railroad connections, of increasing wealth 
and commerce, and consequent refinement of manners 
and sentiment. 

Having eaten very heartily, we assembled outside 
the house, in the pure air of Northern Arizona, and 
whiled away the evening hours in pleasant converse. 

Dr. Elbert, the physician at the Navajo Agency, 
got in after dark, having come on horseback by a 
rough trail. The worthy doctor was unusually cor
pulent, and, in the language of Shakespeare, had a 
"belly with fat capon lined," only, in more prosy 
terms, it must be confessed that sheep meat and Gov
ernment bacon have been the inciting causes of his 
obesity. Many a sly laugh had been indulged in at 
his expense by the leaner or more practical riders who 
accompanied him, who, I strongly suspected, instead 
of taking a "cut off," had purposely added an extra 
five or ten miles to the journey. 

While we were talking old "Ganado Mucho" 
(Heap of Cattle), a prominent Navajo chief and head 
of the Ttltsoni (Heap of Water People or Water Clan 
of his tribe), joined the party. Mr. Williams had 
just presented me with an ancient stone axe. Ganado 
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Mucho, seeing this, said that in old times, before 
the white man came, these axes were very val¥able, 
and each one would buy a squaw. The old man 
went on to tell us that a Navajo husband never looks 
his mother-in-law in the face. Were he to do so he 
would go blind. 

One of the items of Mr. Williams' commerce 
with the N avajoes was crucibles, for use in silver 
work; they also make many for themselves out of the 
impure kaolin found in their country, the clay which 
they eat with the wild potato. 1 

1 The Navajoes, to a very marked extent, and the Apaches, Moquis, 
and Zunis to a smaller degree, may be classed among the clay-eaters. 
Bancroft, H. H., tells us that the Mexicans were very fond of edible 
earth (vol. ii. p. 267). 
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A. native reservoir-Navajo superstitions-The slaying of a 8Orcerer
A tangled quarrel-A useless Agency-A sturdy old man. 

THE next morning (August 9, 1881), we were up 
and ready for the onward march at a very early 
hour. Our party had now attained swollen propor
tions. Mr. Williams and Mr. Webber concluded to 
come along, confident of a cordial welcome from 
their "neighbour," Mr. Keam. Their ranches were 
not more than fifty miles apart, and as no one lived 
between, they were neighbours in the strictest sense 
of the term. 

We were a large party to impose upon Kearn's 
hospitality, but the matter seemed not to give him the 
slightest concern. "If you fellows 'II take what I've 
got, without growling, why, you're' welcome, and 
that's all there is about it;" and he added: "I've got 
Iota of grub and dishes, and a pretty fair cook, and 
plenty of blankets. What more do you want 1 You 
don't expect to find a Crystal Palace down at my 
place, do you 1" 

Our line of travel this day ran west by a triHe 
north, and towards evening nearly due north. 

The country for the first ten miles was gently 
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undulating, with cedar in all the ravines, and hills 
well grassed with grama. We passed close to an 
antelope" corral" of the Navajoes: these are made of 
two converging lines of stone and brush. The Navajo 
warriors, mounting their fleetest ponies, will scour the 
country for miles, driving before them the luckless 
game, which after a while reaches the narrowest point 
of the corral, and there falls a victim to the hunters in 
ambush. The Indians are careful not to kill all, but 
to allow a few to escape; this forbearance is partly 
based upon a desire to allow the game to reproduce, 
and is partly religious in character. 

The type of vegetation was almost the same as 
that noted on the previous day ; in the valleys, almost 
exclusively grama; on the hill-skirts, sage-brush and 
Spanish bayonet; on their crests, pinon, and in the 
shadier ravines cedar, but no pine, the altitude not 
being sufficiently high. 

Grama grass. of the finest kind grew luxuriantly 
everywhere, but there was no flowing water. 

Twenty - four miles out on our journey we 
"nooned" at a little "water-hole" in a box canon, 
walled in by whitish sandstone bluffs. 

Throughout all this part of Arizona innumerable 
ravines and small canons could be walled up and 
utilised as reservoirs for storing the copious rains of 
summer, and much land thus gained for pasturage or 
fruit culture. 

An important member of our party, up to this 
moment ignored, should now be referred to. I allude 
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to our Navajo guide, who had followed us out from 
the agency. 

His name was "George," or "Hidaltchattli," "The 
Wrestler," the soubriquet having been given him for 
his proficiency in that exercise, of which the Navajoes 
and Apaches are both extremely fond. . George wore 
a really beautiful silver belt of seven or eight elliptical 
placques, not one of which could have weighed less 
than five ounces. 

The greater part of his patrimony must have gone 
into this superb girdle, and left nothing for the decora
tion of the rest of his person. He was cheerful and 
glad-hearted, and soon worked his way up almost to 
the command of the expedition. 

He knew every foot of the region we were passing 
over, a knowledge made of use to us at tliis very 
moment. "If you want to give your horses and 
mules more water," he said to Keam in the Navajo 
language, "send them along with me; there is water 
in the rocks above us." 

Through curiosity I followed him to a point 
in the bluffs, midway between their crests and the 
vale where we had halted, and there, to my sur
prise, was shown a reservoir, constructed by the 
N avajoes for the accommodation of their great 
herds of sheep which roam over all this section. A 
little cleft in the rocks had been walled up by a dam, 
cleverly constructed of branches of trees, stones, and 
mud. 

Some few yards above this was an outcropping of 
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coal, mostly all burnt to ashes, and still so hot as to 
be painful to the hand. 

This discovery of an abundance of water induced 
us to unhitch our mules, turn them out for a roll in 
the succulent grama, and take for ourselves the luxury 
of a siesta in the shadow of the cliffs, an indulgence 
which aided in the digestion of our lunch. 

Our travel thus far, since leaving Wingate, had 
been delightful; the rainy season had not as yet done 
much damage to the roads hereabouts, which must be 
quagmires in bad weather. Most of the soil is clay, 
with a liberal admixture of sand and "alkali," and 
so constituted chemically that when heavy rains fall 
upon the highways, as the ranch men say, "the bottom 
draps out." 

Wreaths of blue smoke curled gracefully from 
above the pipes of ~ur loungers, who, gradually grow
ing tired of chaffing each other, or of vainly wooing 
the drowsy god, fell into the ever-pleasant frontier 
habit of spinning yarns, an art in which the borderer 
rivals any gallant Jack Tar who ever trod a forecastle. 

Webber began to tell what he knew about Indian 
sorcerers. I pricked up my ears, seized my faithful 
Faber, and jotted down as follows:-

"Three years ago a lot of Navajoes came to me 
and said that they had discovered in their band a 
witch or sorcerer, a bad 'medicine man.' His name 
was' Ostin-Bijaca,' or the' Old Deaf Man.' They 
had been suspecting him for some months, but now 
they had the 'dead wood' on him, and were going 
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to kill him that very day. Sure enough, there he 
was in front of the store, all tied up with lariats, and 
two or three young men guarding him. 

"I tried to reason with them, and told the head
men that there was no such thing as witchcraft, and 
they had better let the old man go, as he couldn't hurt 
them any and was bound to die soon anyhow. 

" But what was my surprise when the old sorcerer, 
as they called him, spoke up boldly and said that he 
was a witch; that he had a medicine which would 
kill the whole tribe, and that it was now ready, and 
in a few days every last mother's son in the whole 
outfit would be dead. 

" He kept on singing in a loud voice that he was 
a big medicine man,-a regular bad man from Bitter 
Creek,-and that he had made this charm of human 
hair and saliva, human flesh, cow-manure, and pow
dered glass. He had buried the fearful mixture 
in the ground, and in the maturity of time the whole 
Navajo nation should be wiped out. 

"Well, boys, the Navajoes lost no time with him; 
they don't discuss questions of emotional insanity. 
They tied the old buster up for three days and three 
nights in front of the store, and didn't let him have 
any food or drink. 

"All this time they kept telling the old man, 
, You can't do these things; you haven't the power.' 

"But the old fellow sturdily held to his first 
assertion, and, if anything, "claimed the possession of 
still greater influence. 
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" So they resolved to kill him. I couldn't do the 
least thing. I was all alone, the only white man for 
thirty miles. Barney had gone down to Wingate, 
taking the cook with him, and leaving me to look 
after the ranch. 

H There I was, with 300 Navajoes all crazy with 
excitement, and I jest dussent say my soul was my 
own. 

"Then they fired an arrow into his body; he 
plucked it out; they fired another, which stuck in 
his spine. Then they began to stone and club him, 
and, after knocking him down, dropped on his head 
a big chunk of rock which must have weighed four 
pounds or more, and which stove in the whole side of 
his face .. 

H There he lay in the hot sun for three hours, 
still alive, but, of course, almost dead. 

"I couldn't save his life, and thought the best 
thing to do would be to have him put out of his 
misery. I said to them, 'If he's such a bad man, why 
don't you kill him at once and stop torturing him l' 

H A young man went up close to him, when the 
old fellow raised himself up suddenly, and with all 
his dying strength and hate, threw a club, which came 
whizzing past that young man's head, and if it had 
ever struck him would have put his lights out sure. 

ce The Indians returned this compliment with a 
couple of bullets which killed hlm, but they weren't 
satisfied until they had pounded the body into a gory 
and shapeless mass with rocks and clubs." 
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Mr. Keam confirmed this story by telling another 
of a sorcerer killed near this very nooning-place. His 
name was,Na-klay-dilt-kliltIi, or the" Black Butcher," 
the reasons for his death and the manner of his 
execution being in strict parallelism with Webber's 
narrative of the killing of Ostin-Bijaca. 

Resuming our travel, we passed in three or four 
places seams of fine-looking coal occurring between an 
upper layer of cream-coloured and a lower of hard 
white sandstone. 

The road which had been so good in the early 
morning suddenly became heavy from mud. 

We came upon a band of Navajoes driving a herd 
of several thousands of sheep. A man, a woman, and 
two children ran out to speak to Mr. Kearn. They 
had a long story to tell of a recent trouble between 
some of their people and a party of Mexican bull
whackers. 

As the story appeared to have neither beginning 
nor end, Keam told them to ride down to his ranch 
in the morning to talk the matter over and get his 
advice. 

The gist of the complaint, as nearly as it could be 
made out, was that a Mexican had invited a Navajo 
to wrestle with him. The Indian, finding himself 
worsted, struck the Mexican in the stomach. The 
latter demanded payment for the insult, and, failing 
to get it, flourished a revolver in a threatening 
manner. 

Whether he meant any harm or not did not 

Digitized by Coogle 



78 SNAKE-DANCE OF THE MOQUIS. 

appear; but, as the weapon went off, the Navajoes in 
their turn demanded recompense, to compel which 
they seized the Mexican and held him in duress, only 
releasing him upon the request of one of Kearn's 
waggon-masters. 

We drove through broad patches of the wild 
potato; the leaves are small, narrow, and lanceolate. 
We next reached a field of Navajo corn, defended 
by three or four vicious-looking scarecrows: close to 
the field were two "hogans" (Navajo houses), with 
no occupants visible, but, beyond any reasonable 
doubt, still tenanted, because we discovered in front 
of them " caches" filled with corn. These" caches " 
are holes of various sizes dug in the ground, lined 
with the inner bark of the cedar, and roofed with cedar 
poles laid in juxtaposition and covered with earth. 
In these receptacles grain remains sweet and free 
from must for a long period. 

When the sun had passed the meridian, the day 
became unusually sultry. The last six or seven miles 
of our drive lay across a sandy stretch which told 
severely upon our animals. The plateau was inter
sected by many ravines, in whose rocky bottoms 
glistened pools of pellucid water, the result of the 
summer's rains. The roads from this on were badly 
washed out, indicating that a ferocious" cloud-burst" 
must have swept across here in the past few days, 
and compelling us to make frequent tours through 
the cedar woods. 

We descended at last into Moqui Canon, a narrow 
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" box" ravine, where cooling breezes refreshed us after 
our long exposure to the burning Bun on the plateau. 

In this canon is situated the Moqui Agency and 
the residence of the missionary teachers. 

Here is a small patch of cultivated land, called a 
garden. There are raised each year a couple of bushels 
of corn, and perhaps half a dozen melons. The whole 
area has, at great cost, been enclosed by a substantial 
stone fence, whole sections of which were, however, 
carried away bodily by the" cloud-burst" and conse
quent freshet sweeping down the canon three or four 
days previous to our arrival. 

The Moqui Indians, as we afterwards had abundant 
occasion to learn, care but little for the Agency or 
anybody connected with it. Their nearest villages 
are fifteen miles away, across a plain of heavy 
sand, while their most populous community, Oraybe, 
is between thirty and forty miles by the shortest 
trail. 

The consequence, as might be expected, is that 
neither agents nor teachers possess the slightest influ
ence over their charge, and might just as well be in 
Nova Zembla for all the good they effect. Were the 
Agency to be transferred to Oraybe, a change for the 
better would soon result. 

I mention these facts to emphasise the difference 
between our slouchy ill-judged methods and the 
clean-cut, business-like ideas predominating in the 
Mormon management. The Latter-Day Saints are 
busy among the Moquis, and have met with consider-
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able success. Their emissaries live arrwng the Indians, 
and not forty miles away, and are constantly improv
ing their opportunities for adding to an influence 
already considerable and not always friendly to the 
" Washington Great Father." 

At Keam's ranch we met Mr. Alexander Stevens, 
a bright Scotchman who, during the past twelve 
years,. has had considerable experience as a metallur
gist and mining prospector in Nevada 'and Utah. 

He gave me a thrilling account of his journey 
westward to the country of the Cohoninos, a tribe of 
Indians living in the cafton of Cataract Creek, near its 
junction with the Grand Cafton of the Colorado in 
this territory. 

They number only from forty to fifty warriors, 
live in the cliffs in winter, and build" wickyups " or 
sapling lodges in summer. They say that the Hual
pais, Apache-Mojaoes and themselves are all one 
people,- Cohoninos,-but that their proper desig
nation is the" Ah-Supai." 

They raise an abundance of the finest peaches, 
good corn and melons, and weave unusually fine and 
beautiful baskets. They are great hunters, and eke 
out a living by trading off buckskins, and sometimes 
mountain lion pelts, to the Moquis, Navajoes, and 
Apaches. 

The canon in which they dwell is 4500 feet deep, 
and is that of the Cataract Creek, a strong body of clear 
water tumbling by a series of cascades into the Grand 
Canon of the Colorado, 1500 feet still deeper, and 
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separated from their village by a series of blood
curdling precipices and chasms. 

The old Navajo chief Ganado Mucho got in 
after dark, close behind the remainder of our party. 

The distance from Fort Defiance (Navajo Agency) 
is not far from fifty miles, and old Ganado M ucho 
had passed his seventh decade. For a man of his 
years, this distance in this hot weather was a wonder
ful day's ride, and demonstrated the possession of an 
almost phenomenal vigour. 

G 
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A thriving settler-A Moqui romance-Ancient irrigation works
An unpleasant night--The scene of a massscre. 

WHEN we arose the next morning we had a half-hour 
before breakfast to employ in looking about the house 
and its surroundings. Although his mode of life had 
necessarily many rude features, the fact that Keam 
still clung to the methods and mode of thought of 
civilised life was shadowed forth in the interior of his 
dwelling, which was tastily decorated with fine Navajo 
blankets, sheepskin rugs, Moqui pottery, and Smith
sonian photographs. 

A set of shelves in one corner of the living room 
contained choice specimens of literature-Shakespeare, 
Thackeray, Dickens, Taine, and other authors, and 
also an unusually good representation of standard 
American and English magazines and newspapers. 

Chemical re-agents, test-tubes, and blow-pipes 
covered a table next the solitary window, and added 
to the tinge of refinement and education suggested 
by the books and bric-a-brac. A Liliputian flower 
garden claimed much of Kearn's attention, and repaid 
his kindly care with a pleasing tribute of mignonette, 
candy-tuft, and aster. 
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Other flowers in pots decked the windows of the 
bed and living rooms; the growth of these had lately 
been blighted either by the gaaes evolved during the 
process of aasaying, or by the black flies alighting 
upon them and puncturing them with holes in which 
to deposit their eggs. 

In every other nook and cranny of the long low 
building bales of wool and sheepskins were packed, 
awaiting a favourable seaaon for transportation to the 
eaatern market. 

The destinies of the kitchen were in the hands of 
a cook who understood his business, and whose two 
assistants were" Garryowen," a bright Navajo boy, 
who waited upon the table, and "Mrs. Pinkham," an 
old squaw, who faithfully brought the pitcher of goat's 
milk for our morning coffee. 

The water used at this ranch waa obtained from 
three springs directly in front of the door, and was 
worthy of the highest praise for sweetness, coldness, 
and purity. 

Mter breakfaat, Agent Sullivan, his son, who is 
employed- aa the Agency physician, Mr. Taylor, the 
school teacher, and his brother, viSited us. 

The Agent waa a very kind-hearted, superannu
ated gentleman, about seventy years old, honest and 
well-meaning, but not able to do much physical or 
mental labour, and, aa goes without saying, entirely 
without influence over the Indians, whom he waa sup
posed to manage. 

Mr. Taylor favoured us with the description of a 
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dance he had witnessed in the Pueblo of Hualpi th~ . . 
prevIOus spnng. 

One of the tableaux introduced was a cotton cloth, 
upon which were depicted in high colours seven blaz
ing SUllS, through these issued seven serpents wriggling 
over miniature fields of growing corn. 

Then came two images of young virgins, bowing 
to each other and lifting their hands to and from their 
heads. Finally, a living maiden came out from be
hind the screen and presented to one of the dignitaries 
in charge of the ceremony a basket-plate of their 
sacred corn-meal. The snakes used were made of 
small hoops covered with skins, and were moved in a 
life-like way by medicine men stationed in rear of the 
canvas. 

Doctor Sullivan invited our party to go with him 
on a visit to the ruined Pueblo of Tolli-Hogandi, "The 
Singing Houses." Keam said that the name here 
given was a corruption of the Navajo-" Atabi-ho
gandi, or hoyanni," nand d being interchangeable 
sounds in the Navajo language. 

This ruin lies some ten or twelve miles from the 
Agency by trail, but nearly double that distance by a 
road suitable for wheeled vehicles. 

For a considerable part of the way we travelled 
over a high sandy" mesa," thickly covered with cedar. 

We saw another antelope corral similar to that 
already described.; this was used by both Navajoes 
and Moquis, whose territorial possessions overlap in 
this vicinity. 
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With Dr. Sullivan I had an interesting conversa
tion about the Moqui clans or "clubs," as the Doctor 
called them; among others, he knew of their having 
those of the "Butterfly" "Eagle" "Snake" Deer , , , , 
Com, and Cottonwood. (A complete list will be 
afterwards given.) 

Ostin Bichindi (Old Ghost Man or Spirit Man), an 
old Navajo, attached himself to our party. We had 
reached the edge of a box cafion when one of the 
sudden and violent thunderstorms of this region com
pelled the Doctor, the NavaJo, and myself, who were 
walking a considerable distance behind the convey
ances, to take shelter under a ledge of sandstone which 
overhung the canon. Ostin Bichindi said that this 
was the place where "Chignito," one of his tribe, had 
committed suicide two or three years ago. Chignito 
had discovered that his wife was grossly misbehaving 
herself, and was attacked by her paramour, who drove 
him away with a pistol. 

In chagrin and despair he jumped off the precipice 
and destroyed himself. 

We followed down an old trail leading to a reser
voir, still holding many hundreds of gallons of water. 

Sand had drifted in and the masonry-retaining 
walls had been broken away, but with very little 
labour it might be restored and made as good as ever, 
with a capacity of from 15,000 to 20,000 gallons. 

Trails worn in the face of the sandstone cliff, and 
a sprinkling of pottery so thick that it almost made a 
pavement, indicated where the pre-historic "gossips" 
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had gathered at sunset or sunrise to exchange the 
latest sweet tit-bits of scandal or talk over their simple 
domestic troubles. 

Some of these shards were of primitive patterns, 
marked as with a knotted buckskin thong or a finger
nail indentation, while other fragments were of newer 
designs and fresher colours,-a sign that this watering
place had been used for ages past and was still used 
by the Navajo and Moqui herders. 

Below the reservoir the canon widened into a 
pleasant little pocket, showing signs of having once 
been cultivated. 

Fourteen miles from the Moqui Agency are the 
ruins of a Pueblo still standing two and even three feet 
above the surface. It has so often been mistaken for 
the ruin of which we were in quest that it has received 
the name of the False Tolli-Hogandi; but while it does 
not deserve much mention in the same chapter with 
the true ruin, it is nevertheless an interesting monu
ment of good area, made of rubble of all sizes of sand
stone and basalt gathered in the immediate vicinity. 

The situation of this old Pueblo is peculiar in this, 
that close at hand is a marked depression of not less 
than 100 acres in area, which there are reasons for 
believing was once a reservoir for storing water from 
melted snow and rain.l 

Cart-loads of fragments of pottery could be picked 

t Later observations continued this surmise; the Zunis point out 
on the summit of Toyalani Mountain near their town similar reservoirs 
constructed by their forefathers. 
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up all about here, most of them ornamented with a 
finger-nail indentation; one of the specimens found 
by Mr. Moran was an almost complete jug, small in 
size, but perfect in outline. 

The pre-historic race inhabiting this part of Ame
rica, the ancestors of the present Moquis and Zunis, 
must have been farmers of extended acquirements for 
savages. They are to be credited with the construc
tion of reservoirs wherever needed near their building 
sites, with the excavation of irrigating ditches, the 
utilisation of all springs and tanks and all other pro
visions against the contingency of drought. 

This prudence and circumspection belie the opinion 
of those who claim that the rainfall of New Mexico 
and Arizona is les8 to-day than it was 500 years ago. 
Those Indians made good, serviceable pottery, bas
ketry, mats, textile fabrics from the fibre of cotton, 
yucca, and agave, and, perhaps, coverlids of rabbit and 
cayote skins, such as are so common among the 
Moquis to-day. 

The baaing of sheep and the bleating of goats 
prepared us for encountering a wandering band of 
Navajoes, but a sharp bend in the trail brought us in 
upon a village of three or four "hogans": two old 
squaws, half a dozen children, and a score of snarling, 
yellow curs, made up the resident population. The 
squaws were weaving the loveliest of blankets upon 
crude looms of cottonwood branches; the children 
and puppies were quarrelling for the posseBBion of the 
meat bones scattered over the cayote-fur coverlid 

Digitized by Coogle 



88 SNAKE-DANCE OF THE MOQUIS. 

• upon which they were reclining; while a young girl, 
too large to be called a child, and too young to be 
called a woman, moved with an air of importance 
about the ground-ovens, where sweet-smelling loaves 
of bread were baking for the evening meal. 

One of our party, Mr. Whitney, lost not a moment 
in starting a bargain for a sheep and a dozen ears of 
green corn. The older of the two squaws charged a 
silver dollar for the whole purchase, and promised 
to kill the sheep, roast it on a stake-spit, and have 
it, with the ears of corn, ready for us by the hour 
of our return from Tolli-Hogandi. We were to have 
all the mutton we desired to eat, the squaw re
serving for herself the blood, entrails, head, and 
pelt. 

This was satisfactory, and the old dame, taking 
an earthen jar, trudged away to fill it with cold 
water from one of the many little springs trickling 
out of the rocks near by. 

The great herds of the Navajoes graze in this 
vicinity, and in spots have eaten the grass to the 
roots. 

A hundred yards or more beyond the Navajo 
" hogans" we had the satisfaction of discerning the 
ruins we were seeking, on the point of a promontory, 
a mile and a half away. It was getting late in the 
afternoon, yet still early enough to admit of a hasty 
inspection, as at first arranged. 

We followed along the crest of the plateau, and 
noticed that underneath us on the right hand (to the 
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south-west) was a valley covered with Navajo corn
patches. 

We had barely reached the ruins before another 
one of the boundless series of exasperating showers of 
wind, rain, thunder and lightning, deluged the ground 
and drenched us to the marrow, driving all to such 
protection as could be found inside and under the 
conveyance. 

In the worst of the storm we heard a triumphant 
yell, and in another moment saw emerging through the 
down-pouring water our friend Mr. Hubbell, brandish
ing in his right hand a hindquarter of the mutton, 
roasted for us by the old squaw according to promise. 

The rest of the meal awaited our orders, and, I 
imagine, may be in the "hogan" yet. None of our 
party was brave enough or hungry enough to go after 
it in the tempest which had now opened ·the flood
gates of heaven upon us. 

It looked decidedly as if we should have to remain 
on the plateau all night, and there was nothing to do 
but make the best of it. Our wretched mules had 
already been unharnessed and tied to the le~ward of 
the ambulance, and for ourselves, we sat damp and 
dispirited as a lot of hens in the same predicament. 
One thing alone w.as i~ our favour, we had an abun
dance of roast mutton and roast corn in the ear. 

These, when tested, proved to be delicious. The 
mutton was young, tender, and juicy, and the primitive 
method of cooking it by roasting on a stake inclined 
over the embers preserved all the aroma and flavour. 
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We ate ravenously, and bestowed unstinted praise 
upon both meat and cook, conceding that the latter 
must be one of the few not sent by the devil. 

The gratification of our appetites had diverted 
attention from the tempest. When we looked out 
again from our moist shelter we greeted with delight 
the meagre rifts of deep-blue sky visible in the fast
scattering clouds. In another quarter of an hour the 
declining sun once more beamed upon us in warmth 
and beauty, and as a brief hour or two of daylight 
still remained, we could make a hurried examination 
of the architecture, and then find our way home in 
the dark as best we might. 

These ruins are at least a quarter of a mile square, 
and walls are still standing 10 feet high and 5 feet 
thick. These walls are of two kinds: of adobe, 
mixed with hay and cut straw, laid in mud with an 
intervening stratum of small fragments of pottery 
between every two courses of adobe; and of natural 
rubble, averaging 5 inches square by 3 inches thick. 

The Moquis tell the story that this town was 
destroyed by the people of Mu-shang-newy (one of 
the Moqui villages), who came over in the night, got 
on the top of the roofs, and tossed bundles of lighted 
straw down upon the people i~side and stifled them. 

They explain this attack by saying that the town 
was full of" singing men," whom the Moquis did not 
like. 1 

1 QueTy.-Can these have been Spanish missionaries chanting the 
offices of the Catholic Church 7 
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The portion of the ruin still standing will repre
sent perhaps as many as forty or fifty rooms, of varying 
dimensions, 20 feet by 10 being the more usual size. 

Mr. Sinclair exhumed a human skull which he 
gave to me. From its position we were convinced 
that it was not part of an "intrusive burial" of the 
Navajoes, who do not inter their dead in this ruin, 
but, in truth, the cranium of one of those who had 
perished with the Pueblo itself, and whose bones had 
afterwards been dragged from their resting-place by 
cayotes, or washed out by severe storms of rain. 

The approach of night and another tempest made 
us beat a hasty retreat from this most interesting 
rum. 

The darkness became so dense we could not follow 
This surmise is not an untenable one by any means. The material 

of construction, i.e. the adobe made with chopped hay, is a radical 
divergence from the architectural methods of the Pueblos of to-day ; 
the fragments of pottery found here bear in numerous cases the impress 
of the crosa-a point in itself of no consequence, but, taken in con
nection with other facts bearing upon these ruins, entitled to some 
consideration j and, lastly, we know from history that the Moquis 
killed the priests who were among them at the time of the expulsion 
of the Spaniards from this country in 1680, and that no other mis
sionaries ever succeeded in re-establishing themselves among the 
Moquis after the re-conquest in 1692-94. (See Davis' C01I([UUt of 
NnJI Me:x:ieo, pp. 172 and 365.) It is more than possible, it is highly 
probable, that these "singing men" were missionaries who, at Tolli
Hogandi, had gathered about them a colony of neophytes, whose rapid 
increase gave alarm and disquietude to the old heathen element, and 
that the latter, upon the first favourable pretext and opportunity, 
rallied to wipe out at one fell stroke the hated innovation and its 
adherents. I am satisfied that this is the ruin of Aquatubi (pro
nounced AwatUbi) mentioned by Davis on pp. 365 and 366 of his . 
Co!Iquut of NnJI Mexico. 
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the tracks made by our wheels coming on; and at 
best this would have been no easy task, the downfall 
of rain having almost washed them out. The fore
sight of Keam came to our assistance in the worst of 
our tribulation in the shape of the bright Navajo boy 
"Garryowen," who walked in front of our mules and 
guided our driver by the sound of his voice. 

We all managed to get back to the ranch before 
11 o'clock, and gratefully paid our devoirs to a warm 
and plentiful supper. 

" Garryowen" waited upon us at table, smiling 
complacently at the compliments showered upon his 
skill as a guide, compliments which his ignorance of 
our language prevented him from fully comprehending, 
but which he perceived from our looks and gestures 
had a personal application. 

He was a most graceful, bright, and active boy, 
with the straight, sinewy figure and square shoulders 
of his people, and the Oriental appearance com
mented upon by so many observers. 

The almond-shaped eyes and the lustrous, black, 
coarse hair, bound around by a semi-turban of scarlet 
or purple cloth, taken with the small moustache, 
affected by so many of the Navajoes, do much to 
strengthen the resemblance to the Asiatic races. 1 

1 See Plate VIII. 
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CHAPTER X. 

The last day's ride-Yaqui agriculture-Crow-scarer&-A steep ascent 
-The Yaqui Pueblos-A Barmecide supper-Welcomed in an 
Estufa-An impromptu Turkish bath-Jars full of snakes. 

AUGUST 11, 188lo-The flies became troublesome at 
early dawn, and interrupted our refreshing sleep. 

To drive these little pests away from the breakfast 
table, the cook had rigged up a "punkah," made of 
window-sash frame, covered with newspapers, sus
pended from the rafters, and operated by a pulley 
and a cord, the last ending in the hand of our 
esteemed young friend" Garryowen." 

" Garryowen," boy-like, looked upon this business 
as fun, an opinion which Keam took good care should 
not be rudely dissipated. Much good solid work was 
extracted from the youngster by thus humouring his 
prejudices, and keeping him out of the mischief in 
which he would otherwise have surely been engaged. 

Mr. Stevens presented me with an almost perfect 
"olla," of very old-fashioned pottery, given to him 
by an old Navajo squaw, who explained that her 
grandfather had dug it from a ruin in the Cation de 
Chelle (N. W. Arizona). 1 

1 This valuable specimen is now in the private collection of 
Lieutenant-General Sheridan. 
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Williams, Webber, Moran, and myself strolled 
down the caD.on a short distance, first examining the 
springs, from each of which the water gushes out in a 
clear, ice-cold stream, furnishing an abundance for all 
purposes. 

Below the springs, on the bold, vertical face of a 
fiat, sandstone boulder, can be read in plain Roman 
letters, 3 to 5 inches high, this commemoration of a 
former visit from Kit Carson :-

. "1ST REGT. N.M. VOLS. 
August 13, 1863. 

COL. C. CARSON, COyy'D'G." 

Mr. Moran and I paid a return visit to Mr. Taylor, 
the teacher, and his pleasant wife. They received us 
warmly, and bade us welcome to their comfortable 
and cosy apartments. Sheep-skins served as rugs; a 
respectably large collection of choice books helped to 
kill monotony, and a cheerful and refined tone was 
imparted to the walls by the skilful manner in which 
Mrs. Taylor had arranged the Indian and American 
brie-a.-brae gathered during their tour of service. 

As we entered they were both hard at work upon 
their quarterly report of the progress of the mission; 
forty copies had to be made for distribution to the 
various churches contributing to the maintenance fund. 

This mass of correspondence, exacted by ignorance 
or want of reflection, must have been a fearful tax 
upon the endurance of both Mr. and Mrs. Taylor, even 
though a copying press was employed. 
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Mr. Taylor said that if he ever succeeded in 
learning the Moqui language he should represent 
that this copying work would seriously impede his 
labours, but as at that time they had not any scholars, 
and did not know any thing of the Indian tongue, 
they had all the leisure necessary for writing the 
letters demanded by the home body. 

Mr. Taylor had developed a creditable skill as an 
architect. and was building a stone residence, which 
promised to be neat, commodious, and comfortable
an ornament to the canon. 

At lunch "Garryowen" w~ immensely elated by 
the breaking down of our" punkah." What had at 
first been play had become too serious work for the 
young imp, who giggled with glee at the sight of the 
fragments of paper and wood falling upon the table. 

Lunch over, we made up the party to go to the 
Moqui villages, and remain there until after the con
clusion of the snake-dance. 

Moran, Stevens, Webber, Williams, Sinclair, Hub
bell, and Whitney, with the two soldiers, Gordon and 
Smnllwood, and myseH, were to go in one batch. 
Agent Sullivan, his son, and Dr. Elbert went together. 
Mr. Kearn was detained by business, but arranged 
to drive over early next morning in company with 
Mr. Taylor, the brother of the teacher, and the old 
lady, his wife, a well-preserved specimen of the 
American matron. 

A quarter of a mile below Keam's house was a 
cliff-dwelling, occupied by two Moqui families. 
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During my first military service in Arizona I was 
one of the party sent by General Crook to destroy 
Nanni-Chaddi's, band of Apache-Mojaoes, whom we 
found living in a cave in the canon of Salt River. 
These Apache-Mojaoes are of the same ethnic branch 
as the Hualpais, Ava-Supais, and Apache-Yumas. 
When they surrendered in 1873 they told Lieutenant 
Schuyler, the officer in charge of their agency, that 
their ancestors had lived in the caves at the heads of 
Oak and Beaver Creeks and Verde River (Arizona). 
These facts ought to make us pause before admitting 
that the cc cliff-dwellers," so called, were a race dis
tinct from the Pueblos of our own day. 

The distance from Kearn's ranch to the nearest 
Pueblos of the Moquis, those of Suchongnewy, Tegua. 
and Hualpi, is between fourteen and fifteen miles; the 
first seven or eight miles down the Moqui Canon, and 
the remainder across a wide sandy plain to the foot of 
the rocky promontory upon which these villagers are 
perched~ 

For the whole fourteen miles one had to bear with 
patience the intense heat of the sun's rays, reflected 
back with increased power by the minute crystals of 
sand. Progress over such a trail is at all times 
difficul~, and with conveyances as heavily laden as 0UI'S 

was vexatiously slow and annoying. 
Wherever we looked we saw Moqui com-fields; 

these had been planted in every location promising 
the most nutriment in soil, protection from floods, or 
immunity from other dangers. The lives of these 
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savage husbandmen seem to be beset with annoyances. 
They are constantly in peril on account of water, either 
from not having enough or from getting too much. 

The soil, very thin and sandy, is destitute of 
moisture at the top; the constant heat and the dry
ness of the atmosphere induce evaporation, but the 
under strata of clay and sandstone retain for a long 
time much of the rain or surface water which percol
ates down to them. Consequently our Moqui farmer 
buries his seed,-grain deep in the ground. Taking his 
planting-stick in his right hand, he presses with his 
foot upon the horizontal bar and makes a hole from 
12 to 18 inches in depth, into which he dr0Fs the 
kernels of com. 

11'S 
PLANTING-STIOS: OJ' lIOQUIB. 

.' The next greatest danger guarded against is that 
of :8oods. The ingenuity of the Moquis is equal to the 
demands upon it. They do not plant their corn in 
rows of a single stalk as we do, but in bunches, which 
effectually resist the sand-blasts of early summer and 
the full force of the debris-sweeping freshets of the 
ramy season. 

The appearance of a Moqui com-field is therefore 
completely at variance with that of our broad acres of 
the golden cereal. In the Moqui fields five, six, and 
even ten stalks will be seen growing close together; 
another cluster of same kind 10 feet off, and so on; each 

H 
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cluster almost surrounded at the foot by small branches, 
wisps of hay, little stones, piles of mud, and other 
injurious matter swept down by rain-currents. 

The wind, the cc cut worm," and the crow are other 
enemies the Moqui farmer has to fight from the 
moment the corn is dropped in the ground. When 
the tender leaflets of maize first peep above the sur
face the fierce winds of May sweep down from the 
caiions, bearing on their bosoms clouds of sand and 
dust to overwhelm and destroy. In many of the 
more exposed situations it becomes necessary to 
build little ramparts of stone or clay on the windward 
side of the bunches, to keep them from being torn out 
by the roots. 

The" cut worm" makes its appearance a little later, 
as the corn is attaining full size; and when the ears 
have become plump and tempting the dismal chatter 
of crows calls out the whole available boy strength of 
the Moqui nation to put to rout the most persistent 
enemy of all. . 

Dismal scarecrows, made of the most leprous rags 
to be seen in this great republic, wave a transient de
fiance to callow fledglings. The older birds do not 
heed these phantom terrors, but placidly roost upon 
them, planning forays upon the luscious harvest, until 
the stealthy approach of two or three of their dreaded 
and sleepless foes-the small boys--scares them into 
a lazy flight. 

The life of the Moqui small boy, viewed from the 
white man's standpoint, is not an enviable one during 
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the weary weeks that the harvest is germinating and 
maturing; yet it would be incorrect to aasert- that it 
is altogether unhappy. 

Every moment of the youngster's time is occupied 
in play-work, which, after all, is the true happiness of 
a healthy, vigorous boy. He has enough to do to 
invest him with the consciousness of important re
sponsibility without the irksome restraint of a set task 
to be accomplished by a fixed hour. 

Whole families move out from the villages during 
this season, and occupy dug-outs or other temporary 
shelters in the caiions, or elsewhere, near their fields, 
to which unremitting care and attention are given. 

A brisk rain fell upon us ere we had more than 
half reached the foot of the mesa. When we finally 
attained the base of the bold, vertical cliff of sand
stone, upon whose crest could be discerned the stone 
dwellings of the Moquis, our first business was to see 
that our mules were unhitched, and that water and 
grasa were available for them. Gordon and Small
wood were left in charge, while the rest of the party, 
Williams and myself in advance, began a toilsome 
climb for the summit. 

At the base of this mesa, and the same may be 
written of each of the others upon which stands a 
Moqui Pueblo, is a great hill or dune of sand, piled up 
by the storms of centuries. This shifted under our 
feet, and caused the ascent of the little ravine through 
which ran the trail we were following to be exasperat
ingly slow and laborious. 
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This ravine terminated in a small circular field or 
bench, utilised by the thrifty Moquis as a peach 
orchard. The trees were bending under the load of 
well-formed fruit, and, so far as we could judge, gave 
their owners very little concern, 

'The site chosen for the little orchard was very 
happy; sheltered from fierce winds and from the glare 
of the noonday sun, but benefited by all the water 
which might drip down from the reservoir close at 
hand. This we noticed to be well built in a cleft in 
the rocks, and to be capable of holding a consider
able amount of water, probably as much as 20,000 
gallons. 

Many other receptacles for collecting and storing 
rain were to be seen in nooks and recesses in different 
places in the walls, upon the crest or on the flanks of 
this mesa, some being larger, some smaller, than the 
one just described. I took no measurements, not 
being provided with facilities, and, in truth, not 
thinking that any special benefit would result from 

, so doing. 
At the reservoir and peach orchard began the 

steeper but better part of the trail: from this on we 
might be said to have had a stone staircase under our 
feet. 

Much hard work had been performed here by the 
Indians of previous generations, and, excepting that 
the grade was much too steep to be comfortable, the 
pathway along the face of the precipice was as well 
constructed as any engineer could wish. 
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Fifty feet below the crest the path approached a 
&mall altar or shrine, enclosing an idol; this idol was 
only a stone "torso," without head, and with only 
rudimentary suggestions of arms and thighs. Before 
this the Moquis had laid votive offerings of petrified 
wood, and of small twigs painted green originally, 
and tied two and two by little bands of grasS.l 

Our upward progress was so severe a test of our 
physical powers that, in order not to reach the villages 
in a condition of exhaustion which might keep us from 
seeing and enjoying anything that might transpire in 
the evening, we rested frequently, under the excuse of 
admiring the beautiful panorama unrolled at our feet. 

The Moquis, accustomed all their lives to this 
toilsome climb, make light of it, and go up and down 
at as fast a pace as an American moving on level 
ground. 

Parties of them, driving "burros" laden with 
green com, or bearing in blankets on their backs five 
gallon "ollas" to be filled with water at the springs 
below, passed and repassed going up or down
always greeting us with the friendly salutation 
" lolamai " (good). 

One more steep but brief climb landed us in the 
outskirts of the first Pueblo,-Hano or Tegua,-in
habited by a portion of the tribe of same name, who 
fled from the Rio Grande to avoid the Spaniards, 
some time in the closing years of the seventeenth 
century. 

1 See Plate xxx. 
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They still speak their own language, which is 
entirely distinct from that of their next door neigh
bours and every-day associates, the Moquis proper. 

We did not tarry long in Tegua, but pushed on 
a couple of hundred yards to the middle village
Suchongnewy-where, in the house of Tochi, one of 
the prominent natives, we found the Agent and 
Dr. Sullivan, who had started on a couple of hours 
ahead of our p~. 

Learning of our coming, Tochi had set three 
squaws at work cleaning out a large room, in which 
he gave us permission to take up our quarters-a 
courtesy very sincerely appreciated. 

Three or four boys were immediately hired, with 
as many" burros," and sent down after all our plun
der, while the mules were to be allowed to run during 
the night with the herds of the Moquis. 

Gordon and. Smallwood reported their arrival in 
less than an hour, and made no delay in preparing 
supper. This we were not to enjoy. Tochi advanced 
and insisted that we should accept of his hospitality. 
He became so urgent that to decline ·would have been 
to wound his feelings, 80 we accepted the situation as 
gracefully as possible. 

The supper was very meagre in quantity and in
ferior in quality; the coffee scarcely strong enough to 
conceal the asphaltum taste of the w&:ter; the bread, 
the blue " wyavi" or " piki " of this people; and the 
canned pears, a contribution from Mr. Whitney, who, 
fortunately as it happened, had put a can in each of 
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the side pockets of his overcoat before leaving Keam's 
ranch. 

We were not very well pleased,-any of us,-but 
grumbling was out of the question, and indeed was 
not thought of. The wholesome nourishing supper 
we might have had by remaining at our own camp 
fire obtruded itself upon our imaginations with tan
talising persistency. 

It would not do to wound the feeli.ngs of Tochi, 
who had acted from a very hospitable impulse, and, 
as the affair had. not a few ludicrous features, we were 
soon laughing hilariously at the grotesqueness of the 
situation. For, I should say, that Tochi was not mak
ing any endeavour to give us a Moqui collation; -that 
would have been good enough: but in his ambitious 
straining after the white man's ways, the idea had 
seized upon him of giving aD. American supper, and 
here)t was, in all its grandeur as he understood it, 
served up in tin cups gathered from all sources, or 
empty fruit -cans received from the Agent for past 
personal services. 

Our thanks to Tochi were, I am compelled to ,say, 
more profound than sincere. The old man wanted to 
know how this would do for an American supper; we 
assured him that in every respect it filled the bill, and 
that very few Americans could get up such a meal as 
that-a compliment which delighted our host, as well 
as the squaws who had officiated as cooks and minis
tering angels during the entertainment. 

The sun had long since gone down behind the 
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distant outlines of San Francisco Mountain when we 
arose from our banquet. The proceedmgs of the 
morrow promised to be so replete with interest that I 
did not deem it advisable to lose a moment from the 
task of accumulating memoranda upon all that was to 
be seen and heard in the three villages. 

To get the best information obtainable, our party 
concluded to split into squads of two and three 
each, wandering about at will in every direction in 
Suchongnewy, Hualpi, and Hano, and occasionally 
re-uniting for comparison of notes. 

Each of my comrades was anxious to help me in 
my labours, and to each I must concede a grateful 
tribute of indebtedness, although to Moran, Williams, 
and Webber I am under special obligations for en
thusiastic and intelligent co-operation in all my plans 
from beginning to end. 

The first thing that impressed us all was the great 
need of an abundant supply of water for the Moquis' 
daily consumption. That which they now use on the 
mesa has to be carried by squaws on their backs from 
the springs 500 and 600 feet below. I saw a few 
small reservoirs which were useful as supplying the 
wants of the chickens, dogs, and donkeys, but they are 
altogether insufficient for the wants of the Pueblo. 
The Moquis have not the proper tools to enable them 
to construct reservoirs of capacity sufficiently large 
for themselves and animals, but were the services of 
an intelligent engineer to be called into requisition a 
merely nominal sum expended in dynanlite and fuse 
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would· blowout from the upper surface of this mesa 
itself a cubical space large enough to hold hundreds of 
thousands of gallons of rain. The construction of 
walls, roofs, and drain-pipes might safely be left to 

. the Moquis themselves. 
Going over to Hualpi (which village is at the 

extreme western end of the mesa and 300 yards from 
Suchongnewy) I descended into one of the Estufas, 
and, instead of being repelled, met with urbane treat
ment from the Indians within. 

The apartment was subterranean, rectangular in 
shape, 25 feet long by 15 wide, and 10 feet high, 
built of stones and mud, the roof of heavy pine 
timbers covered with twigs, earth, and stone. 

There was a party of nineteen Indians within
men and boys, all naked save the breech-clout, with 
spots of white paint scattered over limbs and body. 

I shook hands with three or four of the older 
members, and was invited to share their feast of blue 
com bread (" piki" or "wyavi "), mutton stew, and 
chile colorado, of which all were eating voraciously. 

The walls of the Estufa I knew were of rubble 
masonry, but so completely hidden by dance trappings, 
rattles, coyote and fox pelts, red buckskins, etc. etc., 
that an observer could not learn in what manner 
they were ornamented, or whether or not they were 
plastered. 

On the far or west side of the room, on the floor, 
was an altar, if I may so call it, portrayed in fine 
sands and clays ·of ~erent neutral tints. 
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A gray rectangular field, 25 inches square, con
tained a rude representation in yellow of a Rocky 
Mountain lion bleeding at the nose. This field was 
bordered by narrow, black, yellow, and reddish bands, 
all of clay, and surrounding the whole was a railing 
of vertical willow saplings, 12 inches high, painted 
black, their lower extremities resting in balls of mud 
and their upper terminating in eagle feathers and 
com-shucks. 

The Indians motioned that these saplings or twigs 
were to be used as drum-sticks, but I heard later from 
one of them who spoke a little Spanish that they 
commemorated the dead of their people-the "old 
men," or spirits of the nation. 

Around the altar, under and outside of the willow 
railing, was a band of gray, either fine ashes or sand, 
but probably the former.1 . 

The ladder leading up from the &tufa was crowned 
with a bow, decorated with yellow horse-hair, eagle 
feathers, and rabbit skins, while from the topmost 
rung of the ladder itself floated a skein of bright red 
yam. 

Agricultural implements, principally hoes and 
"planting-sticks," were piled behind the ladder and 
very close to it; on the opposite side of the hatchway 
a half-dozen eagle feathers were tied in a vertical 
position to a bunch of grease-wood. 

The bright light of the moon streaming down from 
a serene sky made the vicinity of this Estufa almost as 

1 See Plate XVIIL 
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clear as day, and enabled me to discern and jot down 
everything worthy of note near the entrance. Having 
done this, I re-descended into the Estufa, and 
mingled again with the Indians. They had, most of 
them at least, finished their meal and were in pleasant 
humour. I was suffered to inspect everything about 
the Estufa, not excepting the "altar," in front of 
which I discovered, in the feeble, flickering light, an 
earthen platter piled up in globular shape with finely 
pulverised corn-meal. 

I repeat I experienced no molestation whatever j 
on the contrary, I was the recipient of marked court
esy, and should have been delighted to remain all 
night had it not been for the stench and heat, which 
were simply overpowering. 

After enduring it as well as I could for an hour or 
more, I sallied out, reeking with perspiration. 

I did not regret having to leave,' as much of im
portance could be learned in other parts of the Pueblo. 
There did not appear to be anything doing in the 
Estufa that night, and if I could do nothing better, 
I could go quietly to sleep and awaken refreshed for 
work by the dawn of day. 

Mr. Whitney, who had carefully watched a sacred 
dance going on in the Pueblo of Tegua (or Hano) as 
we entered this afternoon, gave the following account 
ofit:-

"The dance was held in front of a house distin
guished by a cottonwood sapling stuck in the ground. 
The dancers were iIi two lines, facing each other; 
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one line dressed in white cotton kilts, the other in 
red, and all shaking rattles. Corn-meal was profusely 
sprinkled upon the ground, and garlands made of 
leaves of the new corn were displayed. An old man 
with an eagle feather sprinkled water from an earthen 
basin. The decorations worn by this old man were 
the red feathers either of the red-headed wood
pecker or of the parrot, but, in all likelihood, of the 
former."l 

Doctor Sullivan had learned that the snakes to be 
used in the dance were caught eight days before, or 
rather that eight days before the dance the young 
men begin to catch them. The young men assemble 
in the house of one of the" caciques" or priests, where 
they receive good advice and recite certain prayers, 

_ using "medicine water" or "holy water" and holy 
corn-meal. In separating, the catchers go to the 
north, the west, the south, and east in turn, devoting 
one day to each point of the compass, and at end 
of that time, if not enough be caught, they roam all 
over the country to obtain all that can possibly be 
procured. 

" All the snakes captured are kept concealed in one 
of the Estufas, no person being permitted to see 
them or even to know where they are." 

Not putting much confidence in the accuracy of the 

1 This dance was not noted more carefully at the proper moment 
because several of the Indians gave us to understand that it was in the 
nature of a rehearsal for the events of the morrow, which proved 
afterwards to be the case. 
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last statement, and remembering certain large earthen 
jars. covered with sheep-skin, which I had dimly dis
cerned in the gloom of the Estufa during my last 
visit, I made up my mind to go back there a third 
time and ascertain for myself something upon this 
head. 

I found three large four or five gallon ollas, and 
my suspicions as to their contents were confirmed by 
one of the boys who answered my question in Spanish, 
with all of that language at his command,-the single 
word, "culebra" (snake). The ollas were covered 
very tightly and carefully, and so placed as not to be 
unnecessarily disturbed. 

In the Estufa I met an old man, answering to 
the English name of Molasses, the head Governor or 
Mungwee of these three towns. He said that in this 
dance the Moquis use all kinds of snakes. 

He also said that the people of the present Moqui 
towns had destroyed the Pueblo of "Tolli-Hogandi," 
killing the men, and carrying the women and children 
away captive. 

Our party assembled on the flat roof of our house, 
and made the witching air of night musical with the 
stirring words of old army songs and choruses. It was 
almost dawn before Sherman got through "Marching 
through Georgia," and we had thrown ourselves 

. down upon our blankets to catch a short nap before 
morning. 

Our first sleep was rudely broken by a fierce dog
fight in front of our door, and so close to my own 
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blankets that the final round was fought on top of 
the bloodthirsty bed-bugs which had been slowly eat
ing me alive. 

A chair-rung did effective work upon both victor 
and vanquished in· the last act, the epilogue being 
a series of marrow-freezing howls, which brought 
women and children out of their beds and houses. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

The morning of the festival-An exhausting struggle-House archi
tecture-The tribal divisions-The interior of an Estufa-Thll 
lID&kes again-A native prayer-Ancient implements-A weak 
guardian. 

AUGUST 12, 1881. Roused out of bed at 4 A.M., 

before daylight, at which early hour the Moquis were 
already astir, most of them dressed for the festivities 
of the day. Squaws were busy as bees getting out 
from underground ovens earthen pots of fragrant 
mush, covered with grass and corn-husks to exclude 
dust. 1 

The Moqui children, or those belonging to the 
three villages on this mesa, were congregated at the 
foot of the precipice and near its N. W. corner, and 
were manifestly preparing for some unusual occur
rence. 

They first sang a song, whose shrill notes reached 
with perfect distinctness our exalted position 700 feet 
above them. Then, at a shout from an old Indian, the 
youngsters started on a foot-race, bounding along the 
ground like so many jack-rabbits. They could hardly 
he made out as children, they looked so small in the 

1 See Plate XXVIL 
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twilight of early 
had been 

Umpires and s:i~"'wAV~ 

among their 
at~:Etioned them:EGh7f7a 4:7arlOUS 

places along the line of the race, but who won, or 
what the object of the contest was, no one could 
advise us. 

For all that we could see, there might as well have 
race at all of the conte4:7tfinte 

to distinglu:Ehy 17'1 ere so far 
epeaking for their positioua 

yftYYY'YH,1ron more the.jingling of-the 
they all wore than actusd vision. 

Attention did not long converge upon the children; 
there was another race of greater importance between 
the young men. This was not a spurt to show which 
hed the most speed for distance; it was a test 

lle~LD.C,e, bottom well as of speeP, 
commenced of rocks six 

the foot yrneeo,-our estimotee 
greatly-and cdatant point the 

men could be seen running like deer straight towards 
the Pueblo. 

About the moment that the little boys had finished 
their struggle, the advance-guard of the adult runners 

above a mile off, and 
horward in the the cluster 

children in line to 
When the tw<P together a 

war-whoop rent the air, and every bell's jangling 
was redoubled, the combined mob of boys and men 
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running as hard as possible to the base of the preci
pIce. 

Here a delegation of young women was expecting 
them, and ran with them, still at full speed, up the 
steep trail, crossing sand-dunes and climbing the steep 
precipice, which was, as I have before said, not less than 
600 feet above the plain beneath. 

The trail ascended by the runners . was, if any
thing, steeper and more arduous than the usually 
travelled one which we had climbed; yet none of 
them paUsed a moment in their upward and onward 
career. Had an American, unused to ascending 
and descending these rugged paths, attempted the 
same feat he would have died of palpitation of the 
heart. 

Before I had finished my notes upon this part of 
the race the runners were abreast of our position, one 
of them leading his comrades by 200 yards. 

It did not take more than a glance to show that 
this was no joke; every one of the men was stream
ing with perspiration, and the thumping of hearts 
and wheezing of lungs could be plainly heard. 

A small loin-cloth constituted the sole raiment of 
the men, but the squaws all wore mantles of white 
cotton. The children, who streamed in by dozens, 
were absolutely naked, and all greatly exhilarated by 
the excitement of the morning. I am not prepared 
to say that they took off any clothing in honour of 
the festival, since the Moqui youngsters, of both 
sexes, until seven, eight, and even nine years old, 

I· 
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roam about in the classic costume of the Garden of 
Eden. l 

The elderly Moquis this morning carried all their 
ornaments on their persons, a great help to me in my 
investigations. I saw the olivette, abalone, and other 
sea-shells, chalchihuitl and coral, worn as bead-neck
laces, as earrings, or as pendants upon the breast. 

The young, maidens of the villages were out in 
full force, decked in the most gorgeous finery of native 
manufacture: their freshly-cleaned tresses of raven
black were done up in flat, circular coils, one over 
each ear, the general effect being to make them 
resemble Chinese. 

Our mules were brought up from the plain very 
soon after daybreak; nobody in the Pueblos could be 
hired for love or money to take care of them during 
the dance, and, as a measure of prudence, they should 
not be exposed to the risk of bites from the venomous 
reptiles which the Moquis might release after the 
ceremony and allow to wander unchecked over the 
country. The chances were largely in favour of their 
being bitten, and I was not willing to incur any such 
responsibility. 

The Moqui houses are of rubble sandstone masonry, 

1 "Races were held at the chief temples of Mexico under the 
auspices of the priests, at which prizes were awarded to the four com
petitors who succeed in first gaining t1&e toprnolt of the 120 1tepI.'
Bancroft, H. H., voL ii. pp. 296, 297. 

The Aztecs claimed a northem origin. May it not be possible 
that the forms of their "teocallis" or temples commemorated a period 
when their ancestors dwelt upon precipices ascended by atone stepa r 
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laid in mud; the materials obtained from the mesa 
itseIL The stones are of all sizes, from 2 inches 
cube to 10 inches cube; the foundations rest upon 
the solid rock surface of the mesa. Some of the 
houses are plastered with mud on the outside and all 
on the inside. The rooms vary greatly in capacity; 
our bedroom, which was the common or living room 
of the house to which it belonged, was 30 feet 
long, 18 feet wide, and 6 feet 6 inches high. The 
average room in the Moqui villages-at least in the 
three on this mesa.--may be put down as 10 feet by 
12 feet, by 7 feet high. 

Many of the rooms are used for storage purposes, 
in which case it is not seldom a matter of doubt as to 
whether they should be classified as small rooms or 
large closets. The houses are arranged compactly 
alongside one another, or in terraces one above the 
other, as fancy and convenience may have suggested. 

The angles are finished with little care, and are 
all "slouchy." The lintels and jambs are both of 
sandstone and of sapling~ or split timber, very rarely 
of American make. The windows are glazed with 
American panes in the few instances where any at all 
are used, but neither mica nor selenite are to be seen. 
Our bedroom had two windows, one of a foot square, 
the other of 12 inches by 8 inches; the lintels of 
split wood (cedar or cottonwood); the sills and jambs 
of sandstone. An air-hole a foot square in the ceiling 
eould in emergency be used as a mode of exit to the 
roof and houses' above. 
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The round joists were 8 inches in diameter, of 
peeled pine, supporting small cedar branches placed 
in juxtaposition; over these were laid yucca fibre, and 
above all a coating of earth. The walls were plastered 
with mud, washed with lime or kaolin, and in some 
places tinted with a yellowish-red earth, probably ochre. 

A fireplace, in the middle of one side, was built 
in the American style, 18 inches high by 15 inches 
wide. This house was evidently quite modem. 

An old Indian kindly gave me the names of the 
snakes to be used in the dance as far as he knew them. 
There were, he said, generally fourteen different 
kinds to be collected in this vicinity (he counted the 
number on his hands); this year, for some reason, the 
crop was light, but still he thought that the full 
number would be represented. 

The principal ones to be seen this time would be 
(1), Chu-a (Rattler); (2), Le-Iu-can-ga (this has 
yellow and black spots, and may be the Bull snake) ; 
(3), Ta.-ho (runs very fast-may be the Racer); (4), 
Pa-chu-a (a water-snake) ; and (5), Tegua-chigui Of 
all these the Rattler would be most numerous. 

The head medicine men alone know the secrets of 
this ceremony, the means to be taken to keep the 
reptiles from biting, and the remedies to be applied 
in case bites should be received. 

The clans or gentes of the Moquis, according to 
my informant, who expreBBed himself with great in
telligence' although he spoke but little Spanish, are 
as follows :-
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1. Bali, Mariposa, Butterfly. 
2. KuAja, Aguila, Eagle. 
3. K&-ah, Maiz, Com. 

•• Chi&, Vibora, Rattlesnake. 
5. Sui, Conejos, Rabbit..1 

6. Honan, Oao, Bear. 
7. Pib&, Bunchi, Tobacco (native).2 
8. Hon&ni, Tejou, Badger. 
9. P"jeh, Agua, Water. 

10. pa.kua, Sapo, Toad or Frog.s 
11. Ta-jua, Sol, Sun. 
12. A-t6-eo, Grulla, Crane (now extinct). 
13. Shu-hUi-ma, Venado, Deer. 
1 •. Ku-ga, Lena, Firewood (almost extinct).' 
15. I-sba-hue, Coyote, Coyote. 
16. Huspoa, Paisano, Road-runner (Chapparal cock). 
17. Quingoi, Eucina, Oak. 
18. Om&-a, Nube, Cloud. (See also pp. 335-336.) 

The Moquis call themselves Hopii or Opii, a term 

1 The Spanish word .. Conejos" was given, but I am too well 
acquainted with the employment by the Indians of this word for 
"liebre" (a hare or jackO.BB rabbit, and tJicI wrad), not to feel it my 
duty to point out the uncertainty of the tranalation. 

I No.7 is named from the Bunchi or native tobacco, cultivated by 
all the Pueblos of New Mexico and Arizona. 

S In like manner, the Spanish" Sapo" (toad) is used 80 generally 
by the Indians inatead qJ "rana" (frog), and I am so well satisfied 
that Pal.-kua in the Moqui language means "frog," that I have felt con
strained to give that as the name of the tenth gens. 

, The Indian could not explain what this meant; he repeated 
"lena, lena" (firewood), but whether" alamo" (cottonwood), or some 
other tree like the cedar or pine, I could not make out. 

My informant, I must take care to say, was old Tochi or" Moe
audn," our hoat of last night. He said that he himself beloDged to 
the Bali or Butterfly gens, that his wife and children were of the 
Aguila or Eagle, his father was Venado or Deer, and his son had 
married a Quingoi or Oak, and his brother a Lelia or Jrli-ga. 
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not now in the language of every-day life, but re
ferring in some way to the Pueblo custom of banging 
the hair at the level of the eyebrows. ~is mode of 
wearing the hair distinguishes them from Apaches, 
Utes, and Navajoes, and, as Tochi wished me to bear 
in mind, showed that they were once " todos los mis 
mos" (all the same) with the Mojaoes, Yumas, 
Maricopas, and other bands of Arizona, whose practice 
of " banging" the hair used to strike me as being in 
such curious contrast with the loose, unkempt manner 
of wearing it peculiar to the Apaches. 

The Moquis call the Apaches Yute-shay; the 
Navajoes, Ta-sM.-va-ma; the Utes, Yutama; and the 
Comanches, Comanshima. 

In this interview I was much assisted by a bright 
youngster, answering to the name of Sam, and, 
towards the close, by Dr. Sullivan, who, to the extent 
of his knowledge, confirmed all that had been extracted 
from Tochi. 

The Doctor then walked over with me to Hualpi ; 
on the mesa, midway between this village and Su
chongnewy, in a sheltered niche, was another altar 
with its stone torso idol and its votive offerings
the whole a complete duplicate of the one observed 
~ the road last evening. 
~_!~_ a:~_ itself was a sacred rock, with a depres
sion in one side, in which was still another idol, with 
the usual devotional pledges of petrified wood and 
green - painted twigs, bound with yucca fibre or 
filaments of grass. 
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! 

,We descended into an EstufaAf which there 
were no less than nine on this m~ viz.-five in the 
village of Hualpi and- two each in Tegua and Su
chongnewy. These Estufas combine the triple uses 
of chapels, council- chambers, and workshops, and 

') 

in the last-named service are often occupied by the ~ 
women while weaving blankets or sashes. 

In the Estufa now spoken of we found five 
young men painting the cotton kilts to be worn in 
the coming dance. 

These kilts were made of cloth of cotton, of native 
growth, and were painted with a ground colour of 
reddish-yellow, upon which, at top and bottom, were 
two narrow bands of yellow and green, each one inch 
wide, and bordered by a very narrow black stripe. 
At the bottom was a fringe of small bells, or jinglers, 
of lead and tin, precisely the same as are placed by the 
Apaches upon their moccasins. A black snake was 
painted in folds upon the kilt ; the snake was bordered 
by very narrow white lines, and covered with white 
spots which, upon closer examination, resolved them
selves into white arrow heads and polka-dots, the 
latter arranged longitudinally, two and two. l 

The emptiness of this Estufa gave us full 
opportunity to examine and measure it. It was 
rectangular, almost entirely underground, 35 feet long 
by 25 feet wide and 7 feet high, made of stone, in 
same general style as the houses, and plastered on 
the inside. 

1 See Plate XXII. 
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A banquette of stone and earth, 10 inches high 
and 10 inches wide, ran around on three sides, and 
on the fourth or north side widened into a dais of 
same height, but some 5 feet broad. 

The entrance .was by ladder, the rectangular 
aperture in the roof being left uncovered to admit the 
fullest amount of sunlight and air. 

In time of storm the hatchway could be closed by 
a mat made of yucca fibre and grass with string, tied 
in a Malay hitch. 

Three small windows in the east wall gave addi
tio~ ventilation. 
~n t~e east wall was painted a symbolical design 

or "prayer," representing three rows of clouds in red 
and blue, from which depended long, narrow, black 
and white stripes typical of rain, while from right and 
left issued long red and blue snakes emblematic of 
lightning.-::The accompanying sketch will afford a 
clearer co:tiception of the painting.1 

It was explained to me that this was a prayer to 
Oma-a, the God of the Clouds, to send refreshing rains 
upon the Moqui crops. Yellow, so Dr. Sullivan said, 
was used in all prayers for pumpkins, green for corn, 
and red for peaches. 

These colours are obtained as follows :-
The green from a mixture of carbonate of copper 

and pinon pitch. The carbonate of copper is ex
tracted from out-croppings said to exist on the north 
flank of San Francisco Mountain, which looms up 

1 See Plate XXIII. 
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grandly seventy-five miles to the west and south of 
the villages. 

Black is from coal and charcoal; yellow is from 
yellow ochre, found in this region; and the white was, 
I am. satisfied, impure kaolin. 

The oil is extracted from pumpkin seeds. 
The young men, who were working in the Estufa . 

at the moment of our arrival, maintained an almost 
perfect silence, addressing each other only through 
necessity, and then in low whispers. 

I next went down into the Estufa where I had 
observed the ollas full of snakes last night. 

There were nine naked men and boys (wearing 
only the breech-clout), getting themselves ready for 
the dance. The ollas had disappeared, and I was 
on the point of asking in a whisper where the snakes 
could be found, when one of those present tapped me 
on the shin and pointed to the west side of the cham
ber, back of the altar. 

There they were! No doubt at all about that; 
emitting, unless my imagination deceived me, a very 
pungent, foul, and loathsome smell. 

They were in a knotted, footid mass, close up 
against the wall, "herded," as may be truly said, by 
the older men of the party. 

As I took fuller notes of these snakes and the 
manner of caring for them at a later moment, I make 
no special comment at this point, to avoid needless 
repetition. 

The altar next engaged my attention. I made a 
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very careful sketch, noting the colours as exactly as 
possible, and believe that the picture l is a faithful 
reproduction of a remarkable example of aboriginal 
taste and skill, and of the religious symbolism of the 
Moquis. 

There were hanging on the walls, or lying on the 
floor, sacred wands with round wooden handles painted 
red, and having incised upon them a long green snake. 
Eagle feathers tipped the upper extremity. Myex
pression of a desire to purchase one of these was met 
with a polite but decided refusal. 

Tortoise-shell and sheep-toe rattles were present 
by the dozen. The number of these rewarding a 
careful search through any of the New Mexican or 
Arizonan Pueblos would cause astonishment to any 
one not personally acquainted with the constant use 
made of them in all festivals and religious ceremonies 
of the South-Western Indians. 

Besides these snake-wands, used only in this 
dance, there were many others to be borne by partici
pants in this and other processions, which were made 
in much the same way of a wooden handle and almost 
any kind of feathers, except those of the owl. It may 
be remarked that at this point my memoranda are 
a trifle incoherent and disjointed,-a fact which will 
need no explanation or apology after I have stated 
that, while writing them, I happened to look up and 
saw a young Indian slowly and sedately descending 
the ladder, bearing in his hand a wriggling, writhing 

1 Plate XVIIL 
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rattlesnake, at the least five feet long, and a regular 
cc buster" in every sense. . 

At one corner of this snake altar was a sacred 
earthen basket of corn-meal,l and another of medicine 
water. The centre of one of the bounding lines was 
occupied by an abalone t shell, and in the centre of 
another were several oddly-shaped stones which might 
once have been used as hammers, but impressed me 
rather as having been arbitrarily sanctified, and as the 
crude idols or fetishes of a long-forgotten era. 

One of the old men held up a gourd-rattle, shook 
it, lifted his hands in an attitude of prayer towards 
the sun, bent down his head, moved his lips, threw 
his hands with fingers opened downward towards the 
earth, grumbled to represent thunder and hissed in 
imitation of lightning, at same time making a sinuous 
line in the air with the right index finger, and then, 
seeing that my attention was fixed upon him, made a 
sign as if something was coming up out of the ground, 
and said, in Spanish, "mucho maiz" (plenty of corn), 
and in his own tongue" lolamai" (good). 

The young men with him in this Estufa were 
making moccasins; these had soles of raw hide, cov
ering the "plant" of the freely-extended foot, and 
coming well up on the sides. The uppers were of red 
buckskin, made very closely after the pattern of our 
low quarter shoes, with a wide tongue reaching above 
the ankle.' 

1 See Plate XXI. 2 The Haliotis. 
S See Plate XXII. 
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The Moquis understand how to colour buckskin, 
feathers, and cloth, or the yarn of which this last is 
to be woven. 

I left this Estufa and descended into another, 
where there was but one person-an old man-making 
moccasins. He evinced a disposition to be conversa
tional, and told me that thiS was the Estufa or 
Kiba (in the Moqui language) of the B6li or 
Butterfly gens. Here also was a ground altar of 
about the same dimensions (about a yard square) as 
the one sketched and described previously. The design 
was, however, different, and represented a bank of four 
layers of yellow, green, red, and white clouds, from 
which darted four snakes or streaks of lightning, co
loured white, red, green, and yellow respectively.l 
There was the same railing of blackened twigs stuck 
in clay balls, the upper extremities of the twigs deco
rated with eagle feathers, corn-shucks, and the down 
of eagles and turkeys stained a bright red. The old 
man said that these commemorated the Moqui dead. t 

He then pointed to each snake and called out its 
colour, or rather the colour of the lightning which it 
symbolised :-

1. Cuecha, White. 3. Sbiscuampa, Green. 
2. BaIampi, Red. 4. Ko-te-a-ta, Yellow. 

Flat plate-like baskets, woven of willow twigs, and 
bearing designs of deer and other animals, in red, 
blue, black, and yellow, were heaped high with corn
meal, and placed in a row around this altar; there 

1 Bee Plate XIX. 2 See Plate XXI. 
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were also small ollas filled with water, but whether 
medicated or not, I couldn't learn. 

The baskets, in all cases but one, were the flat 
ware of the Moquis above described; the exception 
was an excellent specimen of the exquisite work of 
the Cohonino Indians of the Grand Cafton of the 
Colorado. 

The ollas, as they are here called, merely for 
the sake of distinction, were the pottery baskets, 
decorated with the water emblems of the frog and 
the tadpole.1 

Behind this altar and close to the wall was a 
bundle of freshly-cut stalks and ears of com; near 
these were five pipes of clay, of various shapes. 
These are to be seen in sacred ceremonies only; 
neither among Zunis nor Moquis are pipes any 
longer in common use. 

A long pile of stone implements, regularly ar
ranged, were placed at the back of the altar, and 
almost upon the green com-stalks. These were all 
of green stone and slate, and, unless I am greatly 
mistaken, were all agricultural implements, such as 
hoes, trowels, etc. I hoped to come across some 
specimens of work in obsidian or chalcedony, but 
did not, much to my disappointment. However, it 
does not follow that there were none there, as the im
plements were piled two, three, four and five high in 
a single row running almost around the altar. I was 
not permitted to touch them, and there may, for all 

1 See Plate XXI. 
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I know, have been obsidian knives, lances, and arrow 
heads which escaped my notice 1 

Finally, there were three water-worn fragments of 
sandstone, rudely fashioned by rubbing into some
thing of an approach to the outlines of t6jo-bltcu, the 
mountain lion. 

The idols described up to this time have all been 
fragments of reniform, concretionary sandstone, or of 
water-worn rocks roughly shaped to some sacred con
figuration. 

The Moquis POSBeBB other idols showing a greater 
amount of artistic skill in conception and execution, 
but it may be said that the ruder, uglier, more mis
shapen, more archaic, an idol is, the more reverence 
does it command from these deluded heathens. t 

The old man in the Estufa understood Spanish to 
a limited extent; Sam, who had followed me down, 
spoke a good deal of English, and so, in one way or 
another, vastly more information was obtained than 
might at first be thought pOBBible. 

There were no snakes in this Estufa, but from the 
old man's words and motions it was inferred that 
they were to be brought here before the dance and 
procession began, and from here would be carried in 
the mouths of the cc medicine men" and others around 
the sacred rock. 

This Kiba, or Estufa, was evidently a sanctuary 
high in repute; but, disregarding the sanctity of 
the den, I made a bold attempt to secure some of 

1 See Plate XX. 2 See Plate XXx. 
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these valuable specimens, and tried to ask the aged 
custodian to name a lump sum for the whole outfit, 
excluding the snakes, which had not yet been brought 
here, and for which I had no particular use. 

He appeared to grasp my meaning very readily, 
and speculation blazed in his eyes as he looked 
cautiously about the Estufa, to satisfy himself that 
nobody but Moran and I were near him-Sam 
having just left, and Moran having entered in search 
of me. 

The scale of prices was arranged without a great 
deal of trouble. Three of the pipes were handed over 
for a silver dime each, and a stone hoe, as it appeared 
to be, for a silver dollar. l These were the old man's 
own terms. The money was laid before him, and he 
picked out the amount he was willing to accept· for 
each article. He declined to part with the largest 
pipe t at any price, saying very firmly, "Ka-Iola
mai" (bad) every time I offered to even touch it. 
Neither would he let me have any other stone im
plements from the lot under his care; he said, " basta, 
basta" (you have enough), and made signs for me 
to conceal the purchase from the notice of the other 
Indians. I acted upon the old fellow's suggestions, 
and fearing lest some revulsion of feeling might make 
him repent of his conduct 8Jld recall the bargain, I 
determined to preserve these treasures by flight, and 
to conceal them in my blankets or hand-valise, where 
they should be secure. 

1 See Plate XX. 2 See Plate xx. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Farther wanderings through the Pueblo-More Estufas-Moqui idols 
-Native baptism-Domestic arrangements. 

HAVING placed them beyond reach of recovery, I 
went again to the Estufa where the snakes were, and 
remained for some time. There was noticeable the 
same acrid efiluvia already mentioned, emanating from 
the coils of the snakes as I supposed and believed; 
when the dank vapours of this reptile dungeon became 
insupportable I ran up the ladder into the pure air: 
how delicious it was to inhale, after breathing the 
footid, musky atmo~phere of the snake den I 

Dante's Hell struck me as a weak, wishy-washy, 
gruelly conception alongside of this horrible, grim 
reality. 

I stuck a pin in my leg. Could this be the nineteenth 
century 1 Could this be the Christian land of America 1 

" Lootinint I" interposed Gordon, the intensely 
practical-miIided cook, who didn't take no stock in 
Injuns nohow-- "Lootinint, shall we fry some 
bacon or open that can of mackerel for supper?" 

Yes, I was in the nineteenth century. 
For a few moments I remained standing upon the 

roof of the Estufa drinking in the pure air of heaven. 
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In front of me the warm, bright sun, and directly 
above my head, attached to the topmost part of the 
ladder, a cc medicine-bow," gaily trimmed with bright 
red horse-hair and other trappings. 

All of our party hurried to the house, where we were 
to partake of lunch-Gordon, the cook, called every 
meal except breakfast" supper"-and ate heartily and 
hastily, not knowing whether or not we should find 
time to take any further refreshment during the day. 

After lunch I went down into the Estufa of the 
Conejos or Rabbit gens; there was nothing in it but 
stone seats or stools, which were blocks of flat rock 
used by squaws while weaving blankets. I left this 
and entered a fourth Estufa, where also there was 
no furniture other than the stone seats above men
tioned. Next to the wall was a blanket-frame, upon 
which stretched, half woven, a pretty blanket, such as 
the young women wear, with the diamond and diagonal 
ribbing peculiar to the work of the Zunis and Moquis. 

In this Estufa was a small earthen jug, un
p~ted, without cover or handle, and an old stone axe. 
~One of the Moquis explained as well as he could 

that in the Estufas they frequently offer up invoca
tions to Oma-a, the Cloud Chief or Rain God. From 
him is received water to refresh the parched crop'S:----/ 

In each Estufa may be seen a small niche, some
times in one of the walls, sometimes in the floor, in 
which offerings of com, tobacco, pumpkin seeds, and 
sacrificial plumes are deposited for this deity upon 
occasions of ceremony. 
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Dr. Sullivan learned that in the dance of this day 
over fifty persons were to participate. He classified 
them as eight chiefs or medicine men, twelve watchers, 
sixteen dancers, and eighteen neophyte cochinos or 
singing men. 

Our party united and strolled over to Tegua or 
Hano, a quarter of a mile from our house. We de
scended into one of the two Estufas of that village. 
There were the usual cubical stone stools and a blanket, 
nearly finished, on a frame. The Moquis evidently 
did a great deal of their weaving in these underground 
apartments. 

There was an unpainted dnun, of a cottonwood 
log, hollowed out and faced with sheepskin, and a 
stone mortar and pestle for grinding the paints needed 
for the decoration of dancers in the various festivals. 

In this Estufa the niche or "door of Oma.-a" 
was not in the floor as is generally the case in the 
Moqui villages proper. The difference is hardly 
worthy of note, but it should not be forgotten that 
the Teguas are not of the same blood as the Moquis, 
but belong to the same tribe as the people of San 
Juan and San Ildefonso on the Rio Grande. 

A niche in the wall of this Estufa answered the 
necessary purpose, and was well filled with poorly
made images of unburnt clay and other pledges of the 
devotion of the Tegua worshippers. l 

1 Unbumt images, identical with these, have been dug up from 
ruins in the neighbourhood of Prescott, Arizona, 175 miles south-west 
of the Moqui villages. 
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On the west wall was a well-executed symbol of 
the sun, occupying a space not less than two feet 
each way.l 

The second Estufa of the Pueblo of Tegua is a 
counterpart of the first, and provided like it with stone 
seats and a half-woven blanket. Rere we found three 
cylindrical masks of buckskin, painted green. Around 
the eyeholes were heavy circles in yellow; the noses in 
two cases were made of black wooden pegs, and in the 
third was shaped thus, T. 

Each mask was provided with a necklace of corn
shucks and cedar leaves, perfectly concealing the 
identity of the wearer. 

In Tegua I bought several flat wooden gods or 
doll-babies. They are both. After doing duty as a 
god, the wooden image, upon giving signs of wear and 
tear, is handed over to the children to complete the 
work of destruction. These gods are nothing but 
coarse monstrosities, painted in high colours, generally 
green. 

All of our party obtained an assortment of native 
pottery at low rates. Mr. Williams bought and gave 
me a small wooden image, which I recognised as 
Phallic in character.' 

Returning to Suchongnewy, we were told that the 
champion runner in the race of the morning was 
named Ronani, the Badger, a member of the Nube or 

1 See Plate XXVI. 
2 It was a rude carving, representing one of the participants in the 

Phallic dance, which I have since seen four times among the Zunis. 
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Cloud gens, and the son of a member of the Tejon or 
Badger (Honani). 

Dr. Sullivan called this gens the Gopher, but the 
Spanish word used by the Moquis was Tejon or Badger. 

We went down into the Estura of the Quingoi 
or Oak gens. On its west wall were delineated two 
pictures of the antelope, one two. feet square, and the 
other nearly twice that size. The artist had essayed 
his task with freedom and boldness, and in the execu
tion of the larger had departed somewhat from the 
conventional outline tracing of the native races, and 
had made a representation of the animal's hindquarters. 

On this wall was also another one of the rain or 
cloud prayers. l 

Under these figures were a number of English 
letters and one or two numerals, which, with scores of 
small and apparently meaningless scratchings, were 
beyond question the idle work of some boy, who had 
been taught to make or half make our letters and 
numbers. 

8/\i lie f1le.A 2ll 
X3 u f#£1j\o. 

One of these scratchings would indicate that the 
Moqui children possessed the game of "Fox and 
Geese." Not only in the Estura now visited, but 
in various places in the three Pueblos on this mesa, 
could be seen on suitable slabs of sandstone the game 
of our school-days. 

1 See Plates XXV. and XXVI. 
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The last Estufa, that of the Maiz or Com gens, 
was in very bad condition, and not deserving of note. 

Tochi, whom I had hired as guide to make the 
rounds, told me, in his broken Spanish, that when the 
water (rain) did not come from the sky, the Moquis 
came into this Estufa and U danced for it"; that 
here also came the young men to be "bautista por 
cochinOs" (baptized for medicine men). 

The idea that the ceremony of baptism, or any 
mode of illustration to which that designation could 
be applied, was in existence among the Moquis, sur
prised me much. 

I made Tochi repeat all he had said, and then 
asked for an explanation. He said that after all the big 
dances, as, for example, after that of to-day, the young 
men who were to learn all the secrets would come 
to one of the Estufas and there have their "cabezas 
lionpiados con agua" (heads washed with water) 
by the old men. AB he said this he made the motion 
of pouring a few drops of water upon the head of some 
one kneeling beneath him. 

The whole description was so graphic and earnest 
that it at last satisfied me of the existence in some of 
the ceremonies of this people of a lustration by water; 
but to what extent this lustration partakes of the 
nature of the sacrament of baptism it was impossible 
for me to conjecture, and impossible for Tochi, with 
his attenuated stock of Spanish, to make known. 

Granting that such a thing is practised, it is quite 
likely to be a reminiscence of the teachings of the early 
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missionaries. Indians are as imitative as monkeys, and 
could hardly neglect to adopt a parody upon a rite 
of whose mysterious significance they must 'have 
heard so much from the first European invaders.l 

Any notes or memoranda made upon the Pueblo 
of Zuni will apply in almost every respect to these 
three villages of the Moquis, with the limitation that 
the Moqui Pueblos are much more primitive and 
much more filthy than the Zuni. 

The Moquis make great numbers of coverlets of 
mixed wool and fur,-loosely stranded woollen frame
work with long strips of coyote and rabbit fur fastened 
in,-which are made to serve as mattresses, blankets, 
and curtains for the doors in cold, windy weather. 

Their houses have very few doors, and very few 
windows. 

Feathers, paints, beads, necklaces, and other precious 
articles are kept in the odd-looking, cylindrical home
made wooden boxes to be seen in all the other Pueblos. 

Moqui men show great skill in the art of lcnitting. 
While the women do all or most of the weaving of 
blankets, petticoats, girdles, and sashes, the men, as 
do those of the Navajoes likewise, reserve to them
selves the task of knitting the blue woollen leggings 
worn by both sexes. 

In one of the houses we saw a cast in buckskin of 
Rocky Mountain sheep-horns, called Pangawa. Tochi 

1 Bancroft, H. H., speaks of "Holy Water" as used by the Aztecs 
(vol. ii p. 611) ; and of" Baptism," as understood by them (voL ii. 
p. 670). Other allusions to such a ceremony are to be found on pp. 
272 and 274 of same volume. 
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claims that this animal was formerly very abundant 
close by the Pueblos; now it has become very scarce. 
In the same room with this cast was a false head of 
black sheep-skin, untanned, and with wool still on; the 
face was of buckskin, painted red, with round holes for 
eyes and mouth,-altogethera very good piece of work. 

There were also large wooden tablets, painted with 
a green ground, ornamented with the rain prayer, 
and some one of the countless Moqui gods. 

The little bird in the clouds suggests the Thunder 
Bird of the Plains Indians. 

The Moquis build stone houses for their dogs and 
chickens; and each family also has within its rooms 
hins made of sandstone slabs, in which corn is stored 
in quantities. Besides these bins, large rooms are 
used as granaries, in which are stored enough of the 
cereals to last the family for two years. 

This precaution proves that in former days famine 
w:as the dreaded enemy of this people. 

Before being stored, the corn in the ear is 
thoroughly dried by long exposure to sun and wind, 
and is then either piled up like cord-wood with us, 
or hung in strings to the rafters, as our farmers sus
pend onions. 

The Moqui women own the houses, crops, sheep, 
and orchards-all that pertains to the comfort of the 
family. The men own the horses and donkeys. 

When a man marries (the Moquis are monoga
mists), he goes to the house owned by his wife; the 
act of marriage does not sever his connection with 
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his own clan, but his children follow their mother's 
clan. It may, perhaps, interest ladies to know that 
the women possess and exercise the right of choosing 
their own husbands, and seem also-although this 
was a point I did not care to determine-to have 
the reciprocal privilege of divorcing themselves if the 
husband does not suit. Property owned by the wife 
descends, upon her death, to her daughters. 

Marriage must be exogamous, as concerns the gens; 
that is, a man and woman belonging to the same 
gens or clan cannot enter into the marital relation. 
A Badger man cannot marry a Badger woman, but 
must mate with one from a different gens. 

The reason of this is that as all the members of each 
gens descend from a common maternal ancestor; in 
the Moqui construction of the term, they are brothers 
and sisters. 

When both parents die, the children, if any, are 
cared for by the mother' 8 gens. 

All construction and repair of dwellings is the 
business of the women; when anything of that kind 
is to be done, the woman most concerned will sum
mon half a dozen of her gossips, who are nearly 
always of her own clan, "and with their assistance will 
do the work of puddling mud and laying the courses 
of masonry and adobes; but the husband must bring 
the timbers for the support of the earth roof, and in 
Oraybe-Sumopowy, Mushangnewy, Supowolewy, and 
Acoma, I have seen them bring the necessary rock for 
the walls. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

SDake herding-A dangerous occupation-Devout demeanour of the 
natives-Marine shells 88 8&Cred ornamenta-Small-pox and the 
Moquia-An unpleasant neighbour. 

TOCHI came up while I was making these inquiries, 
and told me excitedly that I must hurry over to the 
Estufa of the Eagle gens. I lost no time in follow
ing his advice, and descending into the Estufa. 

Here I saw that the "altar" had been dismantled, 
the railing thrown down, and the snakes set at greater 
liberty. They were still on one side of the chamber, 
but no longer confined with much strictness. 

They sinuously writhed along the foot of the wall, 
slimily crawling along the :Hoor, and climbing up 
along the rough surface of the adobes and rocks until 
their tails alone seemed to rest upon the ground, and 
then falling down again upon the fretid, stinking 
mass of their comrades. The lazier coiled and knotted 
themselves in venomous clusters, suggesting the head 
of Medusa; those that were more ambitious, or more 
energetic, would languidly thrust out their :flattened 
heads and peer at us with leaden, lack-lustre eyes, in 
which scintillated a faint glitter that a moment's 
excitement would fan into flame. 
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The air was heavy with a stench like that of a 
rotten cesspool: only a stern sense of responsibility 
kept me at my post. Moran remained with me for 
some time, sketching as fast as time, bad light, and 
foul air would permit; the other members of our 
party came down and departed at once; some of 
them could not stand it at all. 

Before the altar the Indians had now placed an 
earthenware bowl or basin, covered with a white cotton 
cloth. I lifted the cloth, and found the basin or platter 
to be one of the ordinary red ware; it was filled with 
water, and contained three large sea-shells. The water 
had a slightly saline taste, and evidently contained 
" medicine." 

The shells, which I call marine, were such as I 
have seen on the seashore, but not knowing any
thing whatever of conchology, I dare not be positive 
in the assertion. 

The hurried drawings of two of them 1 may serve 
to indicate the type to which they belong. 

How many men and boys were in the Estufa 
at the time of this visit I do not remember. I think 
there were twenty or twenty-one, all naked, with the 
exception of the breech-clout. The younger members 
were hard at work painting their bodies and preparing 
their paraphernalia. There were two very old men, 
one on each side of the Estufa, who reclined at 
full length upon the floor, and, to all intents and pur
poses, were herding the reptiles. They lay in the 

1 See Plate XXi 
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postures of men drunk, or under the influence of 
narcotics, indifferent to all that transpired about 
them, but not by any means asleep, as would be 
shown every now and then when some venturesome 
serpent would start to wriggle itself on a voyage of 
discoyery across to the other wall. Then the old 
men were alert enough, and would quickly raise 
themselves to upright positions, and gently brush the 
fugitives with the eagle wands. 1 

This mode of assault had a discouraging influence 
upon all the snakes; generally they turned tail at 
once, and made their way back to the slimy, sickening 
mass of their less energetic associates. 

As nearly as I could make out the drift of Tochi's re
marks upon this subject, the Moquis believe that snakes 
have an instinctive dread of their powerful and unre
lenting foe the eagle, whose mode of attack is to tap the 
serpent gently with one of his wings, and exasperate it 
into making a spring. When the snake has lunged out 
with all its force and struck nothing but feathers, its 
strength is gone, and it lies uncoiled upon the ground. 
From this position it cannot recover before the king 
of the air has seized it in his talons, and soared away 
with it to his eyrie upon some distant mountain peak. 

Tochi thought, and perhaps rightly, that the 
snakes recognised the eagle feathers, and showed 
their fear by their attempts to avoid them. With a 
very few exceptions, they turned and fled the instant 
the wand was rubbed against them. 

1 See Plate XXII. 
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Only once or twice did the old men have to resort 
to extreme measures. There were several very stub
born reptiles, which persisted in gliding beyond the 
limits assigned them, and, paying no attention to the 
raps of the wand, advanced. almost to the centre of 
the floor. 

These refractory individuals were seized just 
behind the head, and redeposited firmly but very 
gently in the miqdle of the pile, the old men always 
behaving much like a devoted but determined mother 
managing a rebellious child. 

Let it not be imagined that these snakes were 
harmless, that their fangs had been extracted, or that 
they themselves were under the influence of some 
drug; we were all convinced that they had been 
subject to no treatment whatever. The bulk of the 
pile seemed to be composed of rattlesnakes, and while 
they made no assault upon anyone near them, their 
noxious character was made visible by the care exer
cised by their guardians to prevent them from getting 
beyond their control. 

The most rigorous silence was imposed, no one 
being allowed to speak except upon affairs of urgency, 
and then only in subdued monosyllables. 

Whenever one of the occupants of the Estufa 
happened to want anything he would point to it, and 
the person nearest would hand it to him. 

Although the people there at my arrival, or who 
came in afterwards, were industriously arranging such 
clothing and decorations as they were to use in the 
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procession, or were actively painting their own bodies 
or those of their friends, there was none of the uproar 
inseparable from a group of the same size among us; 
no whistling, no coughing, no hawking, no spitting 
with loud noise, no shufBing of feet, nQ giggling, and 
no sibilant whispering. Gravity and sedateness 
marked every countenance, and communicated them
selves even to the two white visitors. Moran showed 
himself to be impressed with the idea that we were 
in presence of one of the most curious religious phases 
of the Moqui character; as long as he could manage 
to endure the noisome hole his pencil flew over the 
paper, obtaining material which will one day be ser
viceable in placing upon canvas the scenes of this 
wonderful drama. 

The young men manifested no fears of the reptiles; 
at least, not so long as they remained uncoiled. 
Several youths came down the ladder during the hours 
of my stay; one with a bag slung across his shoulders 
containing a select half-dozen; and two others, one of 
whom has already been noticed, carrying in their 
hands fat, burly, wriggling monsters, the very sight 
of which sent a chill through me. I have always had 
an antipathy to snakes, and cannot say that my repug
nance was in the least overcome by an enforced prox
imity to such numbers of them this day. As a nerve
training this closeness may have had its advantages, 
but it has not in my own case brought about a change 
of feeling towards them. 

The mode of carrying the snakes was uniform. 
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They were held firmly with the left hand, just be
hind the head, with the thumb extended forward and 
upward to prevent the snake from turning its head; 
the right hand, meanwhile, was kept travelling with 
an easy, caressing, downward stroke from near the 
head to near the tail. This served the double purpose 
of soothing the reptile and of hindering it from coiling. 
Once coiled round the arm or neck of its holder the 
snake would be in a position to do mischief, and might 
become unmanageable. 

It has been said that the young men were not 
afraid of the uncoiled reptiles. The expression is 
hardly strong enough, as they took every occasion to 
show their power over mankind's first enemy in the 
brute creation so long as the snakes were uncoiled; 
but the very instant that one of the stUbborn reptiles 
began to make ready for battle and to rapidly involve 
itself in folds, the old men were appealed to to take 
the rebel in hand. 

These old men, from the respect they inspired, 
must have been of great consequence among their 
people. Each wore upon his wrist a string of the little 
olivette shells, which are never to be seen upon the 
person of an ordinary warrior; indeed, I have never 
detected them upon the wrist of any Moqui or Zuni 
who was not invested with some trust or dignity of 
great importance in the eyes of his tribe. 

Presuming upon a little service just rendered me 
-a little service which I appreciated highly, since it 
w~ no less a one than picking up a snake which, 

Digitized by Coogle 



MABINE SHELLS AS SACRED ORNAMENTS. 143 

while I was standing absorbed in the writing of my 
notes, had stealthily shot out from a dim recess in 
the wall, and had projected its flat, arrow-shaped head 
to a point midway between my No. 11 brogans, 
whose exquisite symmetry it was admiring-presum
ing upon this service, I sat down by one of the old 
men and tapped the string of olivette shells on his 
wrist. He whispered quietly in Spanish, first" touch
ing the shells and then indicating a great distance in 
the west by pointing his right index finger and waving 
his hand in that direction, "muy lejos, munch a agua" 
(very far, heap water), an explanation which I took 
to signify that these shells had been brought from a 
great distance, from the sea. 

In this interpretation I may not be sustained by 
the facts. The olivette may not be a marine shell; it 
may be a fluvial, or it may be both; but be that as 
it may, I cannot dispel from my mind a conviction 
that the Moquis betray, in ~he shells, salt-water, sand, 
abalones, and other features of this dance, a derivation 
from a people who once knew, and perhaps worshipped, 
the ocean. 

The point may not be well taken; nothing is 
claimed for it beyond the humble merit of being no 
more absurd or stupid tlian the great percentage of 
the hypotheses advanced in North American ethnology, 
and the further claim that, until refuted, it is entitled 
to cODsideration, however slight, in future investiga
tioDs into the history of this people and their con
geners, the other Pueblos. 
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It can be seen that by rising so early we had 
secured the inestimable benefit of a very long day_ 
We had gulped down a hasty breakfast at four in the 
morning, and had begun our pilgrimage about the 
town before the sun had peeped above the eastern 
hills. The compact situation of the three towns, our 
own familiarity with much that was to be seen (nearly 
every one of our party had been here on previous 
occasions, and my own acquaintance with the Moquis 
dated back to 1874, when I had first come among 
them with General George Crook), and, finally, our 
numbers, which gave me so many more eyes with 
which to see and hands with which to take notes. 

Not an instant of the whole day had yet been 
lost; every moment had told its own story, and by 
eight o'clock, when Gordon had summoned us to a 
second breakfast, much valuable information had been 
gathered. 

I had been not less than three hours in the Estufa, 
and was glad of an excuse for breathing fresh air, and 
anxious to :fill my stomach with warm food, hoping 
that this course might avert the deleterious effects of 
exposure. 

We enjoyed our meal hugely, although each was 
anxious to get back to the particular point which 
interested him most. 

In company with Moran, Webber, and Williams, I 
made an examination of ten or twelve houses, buying 
pottery, doll-babies, toys, baskets, beautiful girdles, 
mortars, mullers, and pestles of stone. Few of the 
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buildings on this mesa are more than two stories high; 
and in most cases the ground-floors are untenanted. 

We entered a number of apartments whose occu
pants were eating a noonday meal. We were always 
invited to share their hospitalities, and should have 
done 80 had we not just arisen from our own lunch. 
A favourite dish to be seen in all families was boiled 
green peaches. 

A considerable number of the older men and 
women bore traces of the smallpox. The story was 
given me that the name Moqui now borne by this 
tribe is a contraction for a whole phrase meaning the 
" dead people," and bestowed upon them by adjacent 
tribes in allusion to a former epidemic of this loath
some disease which almost extirpated the seven 
Pueblos. . 

Such a story, if true, must refer to some date 
beyond our history of the Moquis, who were, I am 
certain, styled by this name in the earliest Spanish 
chronicles. 

The whole morning had been extremely sultry; 
the burning rays of the sun beat down upon the un
protected sur!ace of the mesa with not a breath of air 
stirring to ~mper their ferocity. A cooling shower 
broke upon us shortly after noon, settling the dust, 
taking the furnace-like heat out of the air, and gently 
reviving our exhausted strength. Moran and I took 
refuge in a little arcade between the sacred rock and 
the Estufa of the Eagle gens, and there he rapidly 
worked in the details of sketches taken since sunrise, 

L 
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while I jotted down the notes and memoranda which 
could not be left to a later moment. 

Our actions attracted the notice of two or three 
dozens of little brats, who congregated about us, naked, 
dirty, and curious, but perfectly respectful. The notes 
finished, I returned to the Estufa of the Eagle gens. 

Both old and young men were now there in 
crowds, making haste to complete their toilets, care
fully rubbing their long black locks with brushes of 
hay, and chewing a" medicine," a piece of which I 
quietly picked up and slipped into my pocket. 1 

Each man while in the Estufa wore a breech
clout and nothing else, not even moccasins. 

Their bodies and legs were first coated with a 
mixture of red and white paints (ochre and kaolin 
respectively) moistened with saliva, and laid on with 
the palms of the hands. After this had dried a second 
coat was daubed on of a greenish-black substance, 
which, after a time, I ascertained was green corn 
buried in a damp place and allowed to rot. This was 
mixed with a small quantity of the salty liquid con
tained in the large flat bowl in front of the altar 
holding the sea-shells,2 of which liquid all present 
seemed to be drinking freely. 

1 To the best of my knowledge it was an almost pure clay, creamy
white in colour and even in texture. If I may be permitted to antici
pate a little, it was not chewed as an antidote for snake-poisoning, but 
rather to fill the mouth and the angles of the teeth, 80 that when 
snakes were to be grasped between them the danger of hurting and 
irritating the reptiles would be reduced to a minimum. 

• 2 See Plate XXI. 
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While I was writing the above, one of the young 
men was leaning against me looking over my shoulder 
at the, to him, mysterious characters so rapidly taking 
their places on the pages. Turning round, I saw to 
my horror and amazement that he was holding in his 
hand the biggest snake in the whole collection, a 
rattler not less than five feet long. 

The assurance that no harm would come to me 
down among those Indians so long as I remained per
fectly quiet and did just as they did was strongly fixed 
in my mind, but hardly strong enough to keep me 
from running up the ladder in a panic. However, I 
managed to hold my ground; and if the Indian had 
counted upon scaring me, my countenance did not 
betray how completely he had succeeded. 

The old custodians were still in their supine pos
tures, and here may be mentioned Moran's remark that 
he was almost certain that they were under the influ
ence of narcotics. An examination of the pupils of 
their eyes was not of course practicable, and though 
they sometimes looked at me when I was near, the 
general dimness of the place kept me from scrutinis
ing their features very carefully. I will record my 
impression that they behaved very much like drunken 
men, without having any fetor of breath or other 
peculiarity which might trace the stimulant employed. 

They now began to put the snakes in cotton and 
buckskin bags, handling the reptiles with perfect 
impunity. 

I was reminded of the little I had read of East 
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Indian and African snake-charming. All the men 
present (there were no women and no children) were 
very rash in their behaviour, that is, judging it from 
my standpoint. They lifted the reptiles singly and 
in pairs, stepped among, around, and even 'Up<J1' 

them with their naked feet. 
My astonishment must have made itself manifest 

in my countenance, and had the effect of inciting the 
old men to show me what they could do. They 
gathered the snakes up in double handfuls, and, after 
a while, even carried them suspended from between 
their teeth, a ghastly thing to look upon! 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

The ceremonies begin-Taking up good places-Stone worsbip
The views from the house-top-A legend of a famine. 

THE treatment accorded me during the whole of my 
visits to the Estufa had been most courteous, much 
more so than I had any right to expect under the 
circumstances. Early in the morning, and late the 
night before, when I first entered, it is true that some 
of the Indians then there evinced a desire to have 
me leave, and made signs that my room would be 
more agreeable than my company; but, feeling how 
important it was that a series of notes should be pre
pared on the spot, I quietly ignored all hints, and 
when addressed by the more aggressive, fell into the 
error of supposing that they wanted to shake hands, 
and bestowed upon them a cc pump-handling" vigorous 
enough to have secured my election had I been run
ning for Congress. 

Tochi, early in the forenoon, had ask~d if I was 
from Washington, and had the great father sent me; 
questions which I thought prudent to answer boldly in 
the affirmative .. Thedissemination of this answer among 
the men in the Estufa may have helped me a little, but 
our numbers, and the deference paid by the soldiers, 
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impressed them with the belief that I was a personage 
of considerable consequence in my own country. 

Gordon and Smallwood took in the situation; they 
not only approached me at all times with an air of the 
most profound respect, and saluted me with a punc
tiliousness which would have made a martinet's heart 
leap for joy, but they made it their business to explain 
to everybody that I was a "mungwee" of the highest 
rank, and a " soldier-captain," and "heap big chief," 
whom it would be well for the Moquis to propitiate. 

The way had been further prepared for me by Mr. 
Frank Cushing of the Smithsonian Institution, who 
had come here in the spring to obtain a guide to take 
him to the country of the Cohoninos, in the Grand 
Caiion of the Colorado. 

Mr. Cushing, knowing that I purposed making 
this trip, and feeling sensible of the importance of 
removing all obstacles from my path, had alluded to 
my coming, and recommended me in the strongest 
terms as one of the great father's offioers. 

The stench had now become positively loathsome; 
the pungent efHuvia emanating from the reptiles, and 
now probably more completely diffused throughout 
the Estufa by handling and carrying them about, 
were added to somewhat by the rotten smell of the 
paint, compounded, as we remember, of fermented 
com in the milk, mixed with saliva I I felt sick to 
death, and great drops of perspiration were rolling 
down forehead and cheeks, but I had come to stay, 
and was resolved that nothing should drive me away. 
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Mr. Tom Keam arrived from his ranch in the 
afternoon. He had not started with our party, being 
detained by business engagements. 

However, he got in just in the nick of time, and 
descended for a brief moment into the Estufa of 
the Eagle gens after the final preparations had been 
completed and all were ready to sally out. 

Mr. Taylor, brother of the missionary, and the 
cheery-looking old lady, his wife, also reached the 
mesa a short time before the procession moved. 

One of the old men laid his hands upon my 
shoulder, and by a combination of gestures and words, 
the latter in broken Spanish, broken English, Moqui, 
and Navajo, informed Keam, Moran, and myself, that 
the paint the dancers were applying to their bodies 
would ruin our clothes; that everything was now 
ready for the dance to begin in the open air; that the 
snakes (which they had begun to carry out shortly 
before Keam's arrival) had been taken to the Estufa of 
the Rabbit gens, there to remain for a brief space; and 
that if we wanted to get good seats, we ought to take 
them at once, on the first roofs beyond the sacred rock, 
whence we could command a view of the procession 
from the instant it began to emerge from the arcade. 

The streets were lively with the tramp of feet and 
the hum of .voices; men, women, and young girls 
were dressed in their best, and the children were 
putting in practice the principle that beauty un
adorned is adorned the most. 

The men had arranged their hair with scrupulous 
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neatness, cutting "it off square at the level of the eye
. brows in front, and of mouth at the sides, and 

gathering it up in rear in Ii. queue which. was tightly 
wound with red ya~. 

The mode followed by the unmarried women can 
best be understood by consulting Plate XVI. 

Matrons banged their hair about the level of the 
eyebrows and parted it on top, at right or left hand, 
according to individual fancy; it was cut square at 
level of chin, and clubbed at back of neck much after 
the manner of the men. 

A prolonged barking of dogs, and the cries of 
children, gave warning of the approach of a bold 
coyote, which had crept up to the very foot of the 
mesa, hoping to lay in a supply of good, fat Moqui 
lamb chops before being discovered. 

A brisk fusilade of bullets, no less than the howls 
and yells of the Moquis, admonished the daring 
marauder that he had been a trifle rash, and that the 
best thing to do would be to scamper away across the 
plain, which he did, making an excellent record for 
speed. 

Our party took up our station on the second story 
of a house near the sacred rock, about ten yards from 
a lodge erected of cottonwood saplings and a buffalo 
robe (the only buffalo robe, by the way, to be seen 
in the three villages), and about same distance in 
another direction from the brink of the precipice. 1 

The space below us and between the houses and 
1 See Plates L and II. 
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the vertical face of the sandstone cliff upon which 
they were built was an irregular rectangle fifty yards 
in length and twenty yards in breadth, although at the 
lower or eastern end some buildings intruded upon 
the space and broke the width down to ten yards. 

In this rectangle or "plaza" was the "sacred 
rock," and near this a cottonwood sapling thrust in 
the ground; between the two was a lodge, shaped like 
the tapis of the Plains tribes (but not more than one
half so large as those used by them in our day), and 
made of a buffalo robe, wrapped with the hairy side 
in, around a framework of cottonwood saplings in full 
foliage. 1 

Whether this sacred rock, with its niche and idol 
and attendant offerings, may be looked upon as a sur
vival of "stone-worship," 2 this cottonwood sapling, 
placed in a position of honour, as a corresponding re
miniscence of tree adoration, and the buffalo lodge, 
upon its sapling framework, as a reminder of a period 

1 See Plate XVII. 
I Stone-worship in a perfectly well-defined form prevails among 

all the Indians of the south-west. Perhaps the best emphaaiaed in
Hance is that of the Hualpaia of Northern Arizona, who live just west 
of the Moquis. The" medicine men" of this tribe are in the habit of 
going out to pray and sing close to certain sacred rocks, against which 
they rub themselves with the happy effect of reinvigorating exhausted 
necromantic powers. 

The Apaches, upon approaching certain localities, will pause by 
the heaps of amall stones, known in the language of the frontiersman 
as " Apache Post-Offices," and add a pebble and a handful of grass to 
the accumulation. So, too, will the Zunis, who have such heaps, stop 
aud pray by them. Curiously enough, these stone-heaps, aaaociated 
nth the worship of ancestors, as is best to be understood from the 
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in the dim past when the Moquis were tent-dwellers 
and nomads, are questions for ethnologists to discuss. 

Six or seven hundred feet below us, at the foot of 
the mesa (Hualpi has an altitude of 6730 feet), 
stretched a broad plain, bounded on the distant 
horizon of the south-east and east by a long, low 
broken line of bluish buttes, in all the fantastic forms 
of towers, buttresses, and pinnacles which Nature 
loves to carve out of the hills of this strange country. 

This plain, which to the eye is apparently a broad 
expanse of b~en sand and rock, is in dozens of shel
tered nooks dotted with the tiny fields of the Moquis, 
vividly green with ripening corn and wheat, or decked 
in darker hues with the foliage of peach orchards. 

From half a dozen ravines springs discharge petty 
streams of water, and the clayey subsoil reta:ining a 
large percentage of this and of all other moisture fall-

Apaches, survive among the Mexicans of the Rio Grande, as the Des
canBOS or Rests, alongside which funeral processions halt on the way 
to the grave. 

Dozens of these little mounds of stone, each surmounted by a 
plain wooden cross, line the roads leading out from Santa Fa. 

"In Guatemala small chapels were placed at short intervals on all 
the lines of travel, where each passer halted for a few moments at 
least, gathered a handful of herbs, spat reverently upon them, placed 
them prayerfully upon the altar with a small stone and BOme tri1ling 
offering of pepper, salt, or cacao."-Bancroft, H. H., vol ii. p. 738. 
And Squiers (NicaragutJ, ii. p. 358) notes that by the Indians of that 
country sticks or grass were thrown upon certain stones at the road
side, by which they thought they would be leas subjected to hunger 
and fatigue. 

Tree-worship survives among the Dacotahs, in whose Sun-Dance it 
plays an important part. 
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ing during the winter or in the rainy season, gives life 
to the growing crops without irrigation. 

Wherever it is possible to build a dam of stone and 
clay, there is a reservoir of water, and close to it a 
corral for sheep and goats. 

On the fiat rocks, closer to the foot of the mesa, 
are often spread traps for luring and killing doves, or 
small cleared spaces upon which bushels of luscious 
peaches are drying in the sun. 

Not a sign of animation breaks the placidity of the 
scene, since yonder sedate donkey, trudging solemnly 
down to the springs for a drink, that great herd of 
goats and sheep browsing in the middle distance, or 
this half-dozen old women toiling so slowly up the 
almost vertical face of the precipice with five gallon 
ollas of water wrapped in their old and faded blue 
blankets, can scarcely be called animate. 

They have rather the appearance of vague, dim, 
hazy recollections, dreams of things which· have been 
alive, than of things which are. 

Immediately under my feet, at the eastern line of 
the rectangle, is Moran sketching, his every move
ment watched by a coterie of four naked boys, three 
mongrel pups, two full- grown Navajoes, and six 
Moquis, who form his admiring clientelage. 

Here you have the projecting beams of the ladder 
leading down into one of the Estufas; close to this 
the sacred rock, with its niche containing the sand
stone torso idol and the largess of petrified wood, 
eagle-down, and corn-shucks. 
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On this side of the sacred rock the cottonwood 
lodge and the sacred tree, and right back of these 
you can place a medieval jumble of masonry, for all 
the world like the half-ruined castle of a Rhine 
robber-baron of six centuries ago. 

Fill every nook and cranny of this mass of build
ings with a congregation of Moqui women, maids and 
matrons, dressed in their graceful garb of dark -blue 
cloth with lemon stitching; tie up the young girls' 
hair in big Chinese Puffs at the sides; throw in a 
liberal allowance of children, naked and half-naked; 
give colour and tone by using blankets of scarlet 
and blue and black, girdles of red and green, and 
necklaces of silver and coral, abalone, and chalchi
huitl. 

For variety's sake add a half - dozen tall, lithe, 
square - shouldered N avajoes, and as many keen, 
dyspeptic-looking Americans, one of these a lady; 
localise the scene by the introduction of ladders, 
earthenware chimneys, piles of cedar-fuel and sheep 
manure, scores of mangy pups, and other scores of old 
squaws carrying on their backs little babies or great 
ol1as of water, and with a hazy atmosphere and a 
partially-clouded sky 88 acceBBories, you have a faith
ful picture of the square in the Pueblo of Hualpi, 
Arizona, as it appeared on this eventful 12th day of 
August 1881. 

The aggregate of spectators could not have been 
1000; 750, in all likelihood, would be closer to the 
true figure, and in this must be included the small 
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number of Navajoes and Americans and representa
tives of other Pueblos. 

Oraybe, the largest of the Yoqui Pueblos, sent only 
two delegates, a paucity of numbers to be attributed 
either to the bad feeling existing between that village 
and those on the easternmost mesa, or, more probably, 
to lack of interest in the celebration. 

The Oraybes, as I have since learned, have a very 
elaborate snake drama or dance of their own, and do 
not feel the same curiosity as do the Navajoes, among 
whom this rite is not known to exist. 

Tochi, who sat by my side while we patiently 
awaited the coming of the procession, remarked that 
t.he Teguas came to this mesa from the Rio Grande 
at the time the Mejicanos came to the country. They 
came "so that all could be friends and fight to
gether." 

" Once there was a big famine in this region and 
much suffering ensued. The Moquis were the only 
Indians who had anything to eat: their reserve 
supplies were not exhausted. The Pi-Utes came 
down here because they were all nearly dead, their 
women and children starving. The Moquis helped 
them, gave them meat and corn, and they lived here 
for two winters, over near those springs (on the north 
side of the mesa)." 

When this happened was more than Tochi could 
say; "it was a long while ago." 
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CHAPTER XV. 

The Snake-Dance-The order of the procession-The female detach
ment--The anake carriere-An infant Herculea-The behaviour 
of the anakea-Concluaion of the dance-Cut off by a atorm
Back in camp_ 

4 WHIRRING sound resembling that of rain, driven by 
summer gusts, issued from the arcade; with this came 
the clanking of rattles and gourds filled with com. 
The dancers were moving down towards us. 

First came a barefooted old man, crowned 
with a garland of cottonwood leaves, holding in 
his hands in front of him a Hat earthen bowl, from 
which he sprinkled water upon the ground, very 
much as a Catholic priest would asperse- his con-. --, 
gregation.1 /. 

The se~ond old man carried a Hat basket of fine 
com-meal. 

The third held his left hand up to a necklace of 
bears' claws, while with his right he gently rattled an • 
instrument shaped thus, T, painted white.' 

The next five men were armed with the same odd
looking rattles, but as they marched close behind one 
another in single file they were not considered as hold
ing the same rank or as discharging functions of an 

1 See Plate XII. I See Plate XXIL 
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importance equal to those of the old men who ad
vanced alone. 

Numbers 9 to 17 inclusive were little boys, from 
four to seven years old, marching in single file, each 
bearing one of the T shaped rattles. 

An interval of five paces separated them from the 
grown men who had preceded them, and a like dis
tance intervened between them and an old man who 
bore aloft in his left hand a bow (one of those so gayly 
ornamented with feathers and horse-hair which had 
been noticed upon the upper end of the Estufa 

lad~). 
( Wi~h his right hand this old man rapidly twirled 

a wooden sling, which emitted the shrill rumble of 
falling rain so plainly heard as the head of the pro

- cession was emerging from the arcad9 
This was the first division of the dance. 
The second and last was composed of forty-eight 

persons, two of them children, and all males; each bore 
wands of eagle feathers in both hands. The last man 
of this division bore a bow, the counterpart of that 
carried by the sling-twirler of the first division. 

All the dancers wore, tied to the right knee, rattles 
made of tortoise-shells and sheep or goat toes, which 
clanked dismally whenever the leg or body moved. 
Small bunches of red feathers were attached to the 
crown of the head, their long black hair hung loose 
down their backs, their faces were blackened from 
brow to upper lip, while mouth, lower lip, and chin 

1 See Plate II. 
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looked ghastly by contrast with the kaolin daubed 
over them. Collars of the white sea-shell beads of 
their own manufacture hung round their necks, and 
nearly all wore abalone shells glistening on their 
breasts. Sashes of sea-shell beads covered their 
bodies from the right shoulder to the left hip. 

Their bodies, legs, and arms were naked and 
greenish-black, without mark or design. Kilts of 
painted cotton cloth 1 hung from waist to knee, and 
dangling down to the heels in rear were skins of the 
fox and coyote.! Red buckskin fringe hung from the 

. waist in most cases; and in others, again, cotton-ball 
pendants ornamented the girdles. The feet were 
covered with red buckskin moccasins, fringed at 
ankles, and broad white armlets encircled the elbows. 

Each division marched solemnly around the sacred 
stone and between it and the sacred lodge and tree, 
the first division completing this formula shortly be
fore the second. 

The first division. aligned itself with back to houses, 
but quite close to them, and with its right abutting 
against the lodge and tree. 

The old "medicine man," or priest, whom for the 
sake of convenience we have called No.1, stood in 
front of and facing the lodge, holding well before him 
the platter of water and eagle-feather wand. 

When the second division had finished its tour it 
formed in two mnks facing the first division. and not 
more than four paces from it. When this alignment 

I See Plate XXII. 2 See p. 37 note. 
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was perfected the men and boys of. the first division 
shook their rattles gently, making the music of patter
ing showers. This movement was accompanied by 
the men of the second division who waved their eagle
feathers from right to left in accord with the shaking 
of the rattles. 

This was repeated eight or ten times, all singing a 
refrain, keeping time by stamping vigorously with the 
right foot : " Oh-ye-haw, oh-ye-haw, ha-yee-ha-ha-yee
ha-ha-yi-ha-a-a-a," chanted a dozen times or more 
with a slow measure and graceful cadence. 

This part of the ceremony over, the old man in 
front of the cottonwood tree and lodge began to pray 
in a well-modulated and perfectly distinct voice, and 
sprinkled the ground in front of him with more water, 
while the second medicine man scattered com-meal 
from the platter he was bearing. 

Excepting the water-sprinkler 1 (No.1) and the 
sling-twirler (No 8), all the first party wore red 
plumes in hair, red moccasins, and white cotton kilts ; 
and their bodies, as already stated, were naked and 
greenish-black. 

The first division remained in place, while ,the 
second, two by two, arm in arm, slowly pranced 
around the sacred rock, going through the motions 
of planting com to the music of a monotonous dirge 
chanted by the first division. 

A detachment of twenty squaws, maids and 
matrons, clad in rich white and scarlet mantles 2 of 

1 See Plate XII. I See Plate XVI. 
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cotton and wool, now appeared, provided with fla.t 
baskets and platters, from which they scattered corn
meal in every direction. 

This ended the first act. 1 

The first division remained. aligned upon the 
sacred rock, the head priest (No.1) intoning a long 
and fervent prayer, while the second division quietly 
filed off, going through the arcade. The interlude was 
very brief. The second division re -emerged from 
under the arcade, marching two and two as before; 
but in this section of the programme the left hand 
files carried snakes in their hands and mouths. The 
first five or six held them ins:eir hands With the heads 
of the reptiles to the right A~ the procession pranced 
closer and closer to where w were seated we saw that 
the dancers farther to the rear of the column were 
-bolding the slimy, wriggling serpents between their 
t~eth ! The head of the animal in this case also w~ 
held towards the right, the object of this being very 
manifest. The Indians in the right file of the column 
still retained the eagle wands which their comrades 
had discarded. With these wands they tickled the 
heads, necks, and jaws of the snakes, thus distracting, 
their attention from th7 cers in whose teeth they 
were grasped so firmly. 

The spectacle was an astonishing one, and one felt 
at once bewildered and horrified at this long column 
of weird figures, naked in all excepting the snake
painted cotton kilts and red buckskin. moccasins; 

1 See Plates x. and XI. 
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bodies a dark greenish-brown, relieved only by the 
broad white armlets and the bright yellowish-gray of 
the fox skins' dangling behind them; long elfin locks 
brushed straight "back from the head, tufted with 
scarlet parrot or woodpecker feathers; faces painted 
black, as with a mask of charcoal, from brow to upper 
lip, where the ghastly white of kaolin began, and 
continued down over chin and neck; the crowning 
point being the deadly reptiles borne in mouth and 
hand, which imparted to the drama the lurid tinge of 
a nightmare. 

With rattles clanking at knees, hands clinched, 
and elbows bent, the procession pranced slowly around 
the rectangle, the dancers lifting each knee slowly to 
the height of the waist, and then planting the foot 
firmly upon the ground before lifting the oth~r, the 
snakes all the while writhing and squirming to free 
themselves from restraint. 

" When the snake-carriers reached the eastern end --.. 
of the rectangle ~hey spat the snakes out upon the 
ground and moved on to the front of the sacred lodge, 
tree, and rock, where they stamped strongly with 
the left foot twice, at same time emitting a strange 
cry, half grunt and half wail. 

The women scattering the corn-meal now devel
oped their line more fully, a portion occupying the 
terrace directly above the arcade, two or three stand
ing on ladders near the archway, the main body 
massing in the space between the sacred rock and 
the sacred lodge, and two or three, reinforced by a 
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squad of devout old crones, doing effective work at 
the eastern line of the rectangle. Nearly all carried 
the beautiful, closely-woven, flat baskets, in red, 
yellow, and black, ornamented with the butterfly, 
thunder bird, or deer. These baskets were heaped 
high with finely-ground corn-flour, which from this 
on was scattered with reckless profusion, not, as 
previously, upon the ground, but in the air and upon 
the reptiles as fast as thrown down.· 

This corn-meal had aJ!acred significance, which it 
might be well to bear in mind in order to thoroughly 
appreciate the religious import of this drama. Every 
time the squaws scattered it their lips could be 
detected moving in prayer~ 

In the religious exet8ses of the neighbouring 
India.n.s, the Zunis, the air is fairly whitened with the 
handfuls of the "Cunque," as they call it, flung upon 
the idols, priests, and sacred flute-players. In all the 
Pueblos along the Rio Grande, or near it, the same 
farinaceous mixture (since it is generally a mixture of 
corn-meal, pounded chalchihuitl, and other ingredients) 
is offered as a morning sacrifice to the god of day. 
Go into any house in Jemez, Zia, Santana, San Felipe, 
Acoma, or Zuni, and you will find in a convenient 
niche a small bowl or basket filled with it to allow 
each person in the family to throw a small pinch to 
the east upon rising in the morning. The Zunis and 
Moquis are never without it, and carry it in little bags 
of buckskin tied to their waist-belts. 

The use of this sacred meal closely resembles the 
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crithomancy of the ancient Greeks, but is not identical 
with it. Crithomancy was a divination, by throwing 
flour or meal upon sacred animals, .01' upon their 
viscera after they had been sacrificed; the forms or 
letters assumed by the meal gave to the soothsayer 
the clue to the future of which he was in quest. 
While the Greek priest scattered meal upon the sacred 
victims, it goes without argument that he prayed, 
and up to this point the resemblance is perfect; be
yond this it would be rash to say that any parallelism 
exists. The Moquis do not attempt to foretell the 
future by this means, or at least if they do, my 
researches have been misleading. l 

Mter a snake had been properly sprinkled it was 
picked up, generally by one of the eagle-wand bearers, 
hut never by a woman, and carried up to the Indians 
of the first division, which, as was remarked, had 
preserved its alignment near the sacred lodge. Most 
of the snakes were transferred to the infant grasp of 
the little boys who had come in with the first 
divis~on. One five-year old youngster, in the fear
lessness of infancy, stoutly and bravely upheld the 
five-foot monster which, earlier in the day, had so 
nearly scared me out of my senses. 

This part of the ceremony lasted scarcely a 
moment; the serpents were at once taken away from 
the boys and handed to the first old man, whom we 

1 The Moquis cast com-meal under the feet of the horses of the 
Spaniards who visited them in 1692. See Davis' Conquut of NelD 
Mezial, p. 256. 
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have learned to regard and designate as the head 
priest; and by him, with half-audible ejaculations, 
consigned to the sanctuary of the sacred lodge. 

From this the reptiles made no attempt to escape, 
the hairy coating of the buffalo skin which lined it 
keeping them from crawling upward or outward. 
As fast as the members of the second division had 
dropped the first invoice of snakes they returned with 
more, repeating precisely the same ceremony following 
their first entrance, the only discrepancy being that 
in their subsequent appearances every man carried a 
sinuous, clammy reptile between his teeth; one of the 
perlormers, ambitious to excel his fellows, carried 
two; while another struggled with a huge serpent 

'too' large to be pressed between his teeth, which could 
seize and retain a small fragment of the skin only,' 
the reptile ineanwhile :O.opping lazily, but not more 
than half-contentedly, in the air. 

The devotion of the bystanders was roused to 
the highest pitch; maidens and matrons redoubled 
their energy, sprinkling meal not only upon the ser
pents wriggling at their feet, but throwing handfuls 
into the faces of the men carrying them. The air was 
misty with :O.our, and the space in front of the squaws 
white as with driven snow. 

Again and again the weird procession circled 
around the sacred rock. Other dancers, determined 
to surpass the ambitious young men whose achieve
ments have just been chronicled, inserted two snakes 
in their mouths instead of one, the reptiles in these 
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cases being, of course, of small size. I must repeat 
that no steps had been taken to render these snakes 
innocuous either by the extraction of their fangs or by 
drugs, and that if they are quiescent while between 
the teeth of the dancers, it was as much because their 
attention was distracted by the feather-wands plied so 
skilfully by the attendants, as from any " medicine" 
with which they had been bathed or fed; that as soon 
as they struck the ground, most of them began to 
wriggle actively and coil up, to the great consterna
tion of the spectators in closest proximity, and that 
when so moving, the attendants first sprinkled them 
with corn-meal and then began to tickle them with 
the eagle-wands to make them squirm out at full 
length, when they would pounce upon them behind 
the head, and carry them, held in this secure manner, 
to the little boys who, grasping them in the same 
way, seemed to have no apprehensions of danger. 

Once or twice snakes of unusual activity had 
coiled themselves up in attitudes of hostility, from 
which they were driven, not by the ordinary eagle
wand-bearing attendants, but by older and more dex
terous manipulators, whom it is fair to assume were 
expert channers. This impression, or assumption, 
will be strengthened by instances to be recorded later 
on in the drama. 

Two or three serpents struck viciously at all who 
approached them; one quickly wriggled his way in 
among the men packed on the outer line of the rec
tangle, at the crest of the precipice, and another one 
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darted like lightning into the midst of a group of 
women com - throwers, raising, especially in the 
latter case, a fearful hubbub, and creating a stampede, 
checked only by the prompt action of the charmers, 
who, without delay, secured the rebellious fugitives 
a~d bore them off in t~' ph, to be deposited in the 
buffalo skin sanctuary. ter the snakes had all been 
carried in the lIWuths f dancers, dropped on the 
ground, sprinkled with sacred com-meal, picked up, 
held by the small boys, passed to the chief priest, and 
by him been prayed over and deposited in the buffalo 
lodge or sanctuary, a circle was formed on the ground 
in front of the sacred rock by tracing with com-meal 
a periphery of 20 feet diameter. 

The snakes were rapidly passed out from the 
sanctuary and placed within this circle, where they 
were completely covered up with sacred meal, and 
allowed to remain, while the chief priest recited in a 
low voice a brief prayer. 

The Indians of the second division then grasped 
them convulsively in great handfuls, and ran with 
might and main to the eastern crest of the precipice, 
and then darted like frightened hares down the trails 
leading to the foot" where they released the reptiles 
~_ the four quarters of the globe. 

While· they were running away with the snakes, 
the first division moved twice around the sacred rock 
and buffalo lodge, the old man armed with the sling, 
twirling it vigorously, causing it to emit the same 
peculiar sound of rain driven by the wind which had 
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been heard on their approach. In passing in front of 
the sacred rock the second time each stamped the 
ground with his right foot. Z 

. The whole dance did no occupy more than one-
half or three-quarters of an hour. The number of 
snakes used was more than one hundred; the dancers 
ran backwards and forwards 80 confusedly that it 
W88 not possible to determine certainly how many 
times the whole division had changed snakes, but it 
must have been not less than four, and more probably 
88 many as five times. 

The opinions of the American bystanders varied 
88 to whether or not any of the dancers were bitten. 
None were so reported by the Indians, and the proper 
view to take of this matter must be that while all, or 
nearly all, the snakes used were venomous, the know
ledge and prudence of those handling them averted all 
danger. 

Williams and Webber said that while the dancers 
were gathering up the snakes to convey them from 
the sanctuary or buffalo lodge to the circle of corn
meal in the last act one man held ten and another 
seven. 

After freeing the reptiles at the foot of the mesa 
the men of the second division ran back, breathless 
and agitated, to their homes. 

This was the Snake-Dance of the Moquis, a tribe 
of people living within our own boundaries, less than 
seventy miles from the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad 
in the year of our Lord 1881. 
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And in this same year, as a clipping from the 
Omaha Nebraska Herald states, the women of the 
United States subscribed for the diffusion of the 
Gospel in foreign lands, the munificent sum of six 
hundred thousand dollars. 

The snake- dance over, our party rode back to 

Keam's, in order to obtain needed repairs for our am
bulance, and new shoes for our mules; at that point 
also had been left the bulk of our traps and provisions 
which we should need in further travel. For a couple 
of silver dollars we hired three donkeys and three 
Moqui packers to carry all our bedding and the mule 
harness from the village of Suchongnewy down to 
the spring at foot of precipice, near which the ambu
lance had been allowed to remain. To encourage the 
Indians, they were promised double pay if they carried 
our baggage without damage, and led down our mules 
without injury. 

Night was approaching, the sun, a burnished 
copper ball, was sinking slowly behind the golden 
outlines of San Francisco Mountain. To save time, 
we asked to be conducted, if possible, by a shorter 
route than the comparatively easy ramp by which we 
had ascended. The Moquis smilingly nodded assent, 
and bade us follow them down what, to all intents 
and purposes, was the vertical face of the sandstone 
bluff. The sure-footed "burros" trotted unconcern
edly down paths which were nothing less than steep 
stone staircases. The ruggedness of this trail would 
put the bridle-paths of the Andes in the shade. 
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Breathless, we got to the bottom, with everybody 
and everything safe and sound; we paid off our 
packers, and complimented their skill as highly as our 
limited knowledge of their language would admit. 

Our baggage was soon loaded into the vehicle, our 
mules hitched up, and as the last rays of the sun 
illumined the western hills we started at a brisk 
pace for Keam's ranch and the Agency .. 

Hardly had we gone three miles ere a tempest 
assailed us, and-after an hour and a half's buffeting 
with rain, cold, darkness, and mud-we were very 
fortunately obliged to halt on the crest of the knoll 
looking down upon the little creek which, in the wet 
season, flows out of Moqui Canon. 

Far above the roar of the storm and the growls of 
the thunder could be heard a more sullen growl, a 
more fearful roar: the dry sandbed-which yesterday, 
in derision merely, we had called a creek-had gathered 
to itself the powers of a giant, burst its bounds, and 
now poured a volume of water, the size of a great 
,river, down the canon. 

We examined our immediate neighbourhood as well 
as could be done in the dense darkness, and counselled 
among ourselves upon what should be done. To go 
forward was simply to rush into the torrent; to go 
back was perhaps equally hazardous; to remain would 
do us no harm, as the position occupied seemed to be 
a hammock a good distance above the rushing water. 
Our frightened mules were unhitched and tied to the 
wheels, while the human members of the party 
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cuddled as best they might inside the shelter of 
the ambulance. 

The storm increased in vehemence; the wind blew 
in great gusts, and the rain fell in solid sheets; a few 
feet below us the torrent surged and bellowed in im
potent fury. We were beyond its power, and were 
sheltered also from the full force of the hurricane by 
a promontory directly in front of our position, but on 
the other side of the narrow stream:bed. 

We were seven in number, packed like sardines, 
soaked to the marrow, each man wet, cross, and dis
pirited, adding to the gloom of his neighbours. The 
storm lulled shortly after midnight, and almost imme
diately followed a subsidence of the torrent. Stevens 
and Williams, who knew the country well, determined 
to try to make their way up thecafi.on and reach 
Keam's, so as to exchange their wet clothes for dry. 
The rest of us protested against the folly of this course 
as strongly as our intense drowsiness permitted, but 
all fell asleep while arguing the question, Moran 
drowsily grumbling that if the Moquis had celebrated 
the snake-dance in order to bring rain, they had most 
certainly accomplished their object. 

As soon as the light of a damp cloudy morning 
would allow, we resumed our march up the canon, the 
road being very badly "washed," sandy, and heavy. 
As nearly as the signs along the banks would enable 
us to estimate, the Hood rushing down during the 
night must have been at least ten feet deep. Every
thing from this on seemed to be plain sailing, but 
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appearances are often deceitful. In crossing the 
creek, by this time wonderfully shrunken and placid, 
we got into a quicksand, broke one of our lead-bars, 
and had one of our wheel mules badly mired. As 
it so happened, Agent Sullivan, Mr. Whitney, and 
Mr. Hubbell, who had left the villages a few minutes 
before our own departure, had been caught by the tem
pest, and had been benighted only a few yards from 
where we now were. Seeing our predicament, Whit
ney and Hubbell-who were on horseback, came over, 
pointed out the best ford, and helped us out of our 
trouble. 

Webber carried Moran across on his back, and 
Hubbell gave me a "lift" upon his pony. Agent 
Sullivan took Webber in his carriage, and although 
the sogginess of the roads made slow marching neces
sary, we had not many miles to go, and reached 
Keam.'s at nine in the morning pretty well fagged out. 

Stevens had had a warm breakfast prepared for 
us, and with the first swallow of steaming hot coffee 
our weariness and sense of discomfort disappeared. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

The Moqui people-Secrecy of the natives-A Moqui legend-An
cestor worship--The origin of the dance-Further explanatioDs 
-Primitive secret societies. 

I MAY be pardoned for arranging in this chapter all 
that I have been able to learn at any time, without 
regard to date, concerning the drama just described, 
whether among the Moquis or adjacent tribes, and 
such remarks upon the subject of OJ>hiolatry in general 
as the meagre facilities at my command have enabled 
me to gather from various sources of authority. 

The Moquis themselves say that everything re
lating to the dance is kept secret from those not 
initiated; that those who handle the snakes eat 
nothing for a day before the dance begins; that they 
have medicine for the bites; and that after the dance 
is over, all the performers swallow a potion which in
duces prompt and effective vomiting. 

Certain it is they will not sell, barter, or give 
away the trappings of this ceremony. None of our 
party succeeded in obtaining any of the eagle-wands 
or kilts. The stone implements and pipes obtained 
were the result of a successful attempt to corrupt the 
fidelity of an avaricious old man left in charge of the 
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Estufa of the Butterfly; but a second proposition 
to buy a few specimens was received with scorn. No 
price would tempt them to dispose of an eagle-wand. 
"Why!" said one of the old men in the Navajo lan
guage to Kearn, who had come in just as the Moquis 
began to take the snakes away from the Estufa, 
"why! if I sold them, I'd be sure to have bad luck, 
my body would swell up and burst, and I'd die !" 

At a later visit to the Moquis Pueblos, in Sep
tember and October 1881, almost the same opinion 
was expressed by one of the young boys, who affirmed 
in very fair English and Spanish that all kilts and 
wands used in the snake - dance were buried in a 
secret spot. He declined to tell whether he knew of 
the place or not; would accept no money as a bribe; 
said that it was not proper that anyone outside of the 
tribe should know of these things, and were he to 
make disclosures he would expect to become blind, 
and to have his limbs paralysed. 

The members of our party conferred in regard to 
the dance, and as' each had been in the Estufas, and 
had had the best of opportunities for viewing the pro
cession and all the attendant ceremonies, their con
clusions, as men of intelligence, are entitled to respect
ful consideration. 

Without a dissenting voice, it was agreed that the 
snakes, or the greater percentage of them, were veno
mous, and that nothing had been done to render them 
innocuous, saving such charming as they had been 
s~bjected to, or such "medicine" as the dancers might 
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have carried to stupefy the reptiles while in their 
mouths. All concurred likewise in the opinion that 
the two old men lying listlessly on their backs in the 
Estufa of the Eagle, and who have been spoken of 
88 custodians of the snakes, were really such, and that 
they were "herding the snakes," as Webber tersely 
expressed it. 

The next point discussed was whether or not these 
old men were under the influence of narcotics. Moran 
was strongly in favour of the affirmative upon this 
question, and was strongly supported by Stevens. 
The latter had given a little attention to the study of 
medicine, and claimed that the two old men manifested 
all the symptoms of narcotisation, with the exception 
of dilatation of the pupils, which could not be definitely 
determined on account of the feeble light in the Estufa. 

" Ate" (Louse), a Moqui of the Coyote gens, said 
that he did not know anything about the" medicine" 
used in this dance. " Medicine" was used, but only 
the head men knew what it was, and kept it an in
violable secret. Nahi-vehma (the Peacemaker), an 
Indian of some intelligence, of mixed Navajo and 
Moqui parentage, gave the following account of him
self, and the following legend regarding the snake
dance :-

He said that he belonged to two gentes or clans; 
that of the" Hushpoa" or chapparal cock, and that 
of the "Quingoi" or Oak. Pressed for an explana
tion upon this incongruity, he said that his mother 
being a Navajo, and both father and mother dying 
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when he was very young, his training and mainten
ance were looked after by the clans or gentes of his 
grandparents. 

As to the sea-shells seen before the altars, he 
remarked as follows :-" Many years ago the Moquis 
used to live upon the other side of a high mountain, 
beyond the San Juan River" (in the extreme S.W. 
comer of Colorado. This is the same mountain which 
the Navajoes call Notizan). "The chief of those who 
lived there thought he would take a trip down the 
big river to see where it went to. He made himself 
a boat of a hollow cottonwood log, took some pro
visions, and started down. The stream carried him to 
the seashore, where he found those shells. When he 
arrived on the beach he saw on top of a cliff a number 
of houses, in which lived many men and women. 
They had white under their eyes, and below that a 
white mark." (Query-Is this a reference to prehis
toric painting and tattooing 1) "That night he took 
unto himself one of the women as his wife. Shortly 
after his return to his home the woman gave birth to 
snakes, and this was the origin of the snake family 
(gens or clan) which manages this dance. When she 
gave birth to these snakes they bit a number of the 
children of the Moquis. The Moquis then moved in 
a body to their present villages, and they have this 
dance to conciliate the snakes, so they won't bite their 
children." 

Nahi-vehma spoke in Navajo, and Mr. Kearn made 
the translation. 

N 
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My own suspicion is that one of the minor objects 
of the snake -dance has been the perpetuation in 
dramatic form of the legend of the origin and growth 
'of the Moqui family. For example, the salt-water, 
sand, and sea-shells seen in the Estufas may have 
symbolised their emergence from the ocean (their 
landing upon our western coast), while their huddling 
together and smoking in company with the crawling 
reptiles in all probability conserved the tradition of a. 
prehistoric life in caves which snakes infested. To 
this primitive condition succeeded one slightly im
proved in some of its· features, when they may have 
dwelt in lodges made of cottonwood, branches, like 
those used to this day by their immediate neighbours 
the Apaches, or covered with the skins of animals 
slain in the chase, as are the tapis of Sioux, Utes, 
Paunees, Arapuhoes, Cheyennes, Kiowas, and Com
anches of the plains. 

Posterior to this came the time when they began 
to acquire additional comforts and to enjoy improved 
food from their fields of ,cotton, com, and vegetables 
respectively. These ideas seemed also to be exempli
fied in the dresses; these surely indicated an archaic 
state of life, and the same governing principle of 
symbolism attached to the old stone and clay pipes 
and implements, none of which are to be found in 
common use at the present day. Mortars, mullers, 
pestles, "metales" for grinding com, and Hint-pointed 
bow-drills, can still be found with frequency among the 
various Pueblo tribes; but stone knives, lances, fire-
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sticks, axes, hammers, hatchets, and picks have passed 
from common use, and reappear only in religious 
ceremomes. 

Religion is at all times conserVative; it is never 
more 80 than among the savage races, where the func
tions of the hierophant have not been differentiated 
from those of the doctor, the sorcerer, the dramatist, 
and the historian; and, therefore, in the religious 
dances of such peoples as the Zunis, Moquis, and 
Querez, suggestions of their history and previous 
environment will crop out in features which from any 
other point of view would be without import. 
~e fact that the snake-dance reflects in some 
~ner the worship of ancestors has already been 

-liidicated~ but beyond learning that the willow wands 
. standing around the altars commemorated their dead, 
nothing was elic!ted at Hualpi. Investigation may 
show that instead of devotion to ancestors it is a 
spirit worship, pure and simple, well pronounced· 
'li'aces orwnich have -been discovered among almost all 
tnbes of American Indians. The Okis of the Canadian 
Indians, described by the early French missionaries 
tsee the works of Francis Parkman), and the Chidin 
~r Ghosts of the Apache cult, are one and the same 
_~hing. 

Should it be shown positively, as I think can be 
done, that snake worship and ancestor or spirit 
worship are combined in the same rite, we may go a 
step farther, and with a little more patient work 
determine whether or not the Moquis· have ever be-
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lieved in the transmigration of souls. The Zunis 
certainly have so believed, unless some of the stories 
jotted @wn while among them were egregious false
hoodsy / /"" 

" Finally, the admixture of tree and stone worship 
has also been indicated. 

In November 1881 Nanahe, a Moqui Indian, 
adopted among the Zunis, gave me the following 
account of the snake - dance, through Mr. Frank 
Cushing. 

It is necessary to state in advance that Nanahe 
was an unusually bright Indian, very quiet and well
behaved, and one whose evidence carried more weight 
than did that of Nahi-vehma, whom we had met at 
Keam's. He said that he was a member of the Maiz 
or Com gens of the Moquis, but also a member of the 
snake order, to which is entrusted t~e preparation and 
care of the dance. By a rule of the Moquis no one 
not a member of the snake gens can belong to this 
order, unless it happen that a member of the snake 
gens dies, in which case his son will be allowed to 
participate in the drama. 

Nanahe said first :_U I know all about you. I 
was over at the dance, and saw you there (i.e. at 
Hualpi), both during the dance and down in the 
Estufa before the dance began. You must not ask 
me to give you any information about that order. I am. 
a member of it. It is a secret order, and under no 
circumstances can any of its secrets be made known. 
Very few people, even among the Moquis, know any-
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thing about it, and its members would be more care
ful to keep its affairs from the knowledge of the 
Moquis, not members, than they would from you. 

ce This order was first organised in the Grand Cafton 
of the Rattlesnakes, the Grand Canon of the Coho
ninos, the Canon of the A va-Supais, and our people 
in their migration from that point eastward brought 
the secret with them. At first all members of the 
order were members of the Rattlesnake gens, but as 
time passed the descendants of that clan became too 
numerous, and were mixed up with all the other 
gentes of our people. To keep the order from getting 
too big, no members were taken in unless they were 
members of the Rattlesnake gens, or sons of the 
members of that gens, as in my case. But if a man 
had no other claim than by inheritance, and did not 
possess the qualifications demanded of aspirants, he 
would surely be rejected; while I think that a man of 
brave heart and good character, willing to comply 
with all the rules imposed would be likely to be 
admitted without consideration of his father's or his 
mother's want of connection with the Rattlesnake gens. 
From the Moqui villages the order spread to other 
villages; the headquarters, however, always remained 
among the Moquis. If a man was bold and courageous, 
and had a stout heart, and led just such a life as the 
order told him, and obeyed its orders, he could carry 
snakes in his mouth and they couldn't hurt him ; but if 
he did not conform his conduct to such requirements, a 
bite from one of those snakes would be as fatal to him 
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as to anyone else. We tell all sorts of stories to out
siders, even in Moqui. 

" Of course that is lying, but if we adopted any 
other course our secrets wouldn't be kept very long. 
You must not get angry at me for speaking thus to 
you, but I cannot tell you what you want to know, 
and I don't want to deceive you. I saw you in the 
Estufa at the dance; you had no business there; 
when you first came down we wished to put you out. 
No other man, American or Mexican, has ever seen 
that dance as you have. 

"We saw you writing down everything' as you sat 
in the Estufa, and we knew that you had all that 
man could learn from his eyes. We didn't like to have 
you down there. No other man has ever shown 80 

little regard for what we thought, but we knew that 
you had come there under orders, and that you were 
only doing what you thought you ought to do to learn 
all about our ceremonies. So we concluded to let 
you stay. 

" No man-no man "-(with much emphasis) "has 
ever seen what you have seen-what you have seen 
-and I don't think that any stranger will ever see it 
again. One of our strictest rules is never to shake 
hands with a stranger while this business is going on, 
but you shook hands with nearly all of us, and you 
shook them very hard too.1 There never was a man 
who took notes of the dance while it was going on 
until you did; anyone who says he did tells a lie. I 

1 This was true enough. 

Digitized by Coogle 



FURTHER EXPLANATIONS. 183 

don't know how many snakes we had in that dance; it 
was more than a hundred. We get all we can j all the 
venomous ones in that country. In some dances we 
have had as many as five hundred. There are only 
four kinds that we care to use. These moccasins I now 
have on were made at the time of that dance. All the 
clothing a man then wears is new. The reason you 
were allowed to see so much of the dance was because 
Cushing had been in there a short time before and 
told the Moquis you were coming to write this all 
down for the great father, and that he (Cushing) 
was coming back with you. I knew all about you, 
and they told me all they had heard from Cushing 
about you. Therefore I knew beforehand." 

To show that my disappointment had not made 
me angry, I invited Nanahe and the Indian with him, 
old Nayuchi, to join Cushing and myself in a cup of 
tea: they accepted. Nayuchi said aside to Cushing 
that Nanahe represented a "medicine order;" that 
its secrets were sacred, but that if I laid before him 
"a little bundle," not in the way of a bribe, but as a 
sort of honorarium, or token of friendship, according 
to the rules of his order, he might give me some 
information about it. 

"Yes," said Nanahe, after a moment's reflection, 
" .that is so; you being a foreigner, and ignorant of our 
language, can do us no harm, and cannot divulge our 
secrets to the mean and vicious in our own tribe, or 
in other Pueblo tribes, who would scatter them to the 
four winds, and destroy our order. A secret order is 
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for the benefit of the whole world, that it may call 
the whole world its children, and that the whole 
world may call it father, and not for the exclusive 
benefit of the few men who belong to it. But its 
privileges are the property of its members, and should 
be preserved with jealous vigilance; since, if they 
became known to the whole world, they would cease 
to be secrets, and the order would be destroyed, and 
its benefit to the world would pass away." 

The remarks of these two uneducated Indians 
certainly contained much food for reflection. 

Neither Cushing nor myself was a Mason, or 
member of any secret society; and, speaking for 
myself, I must admit that I had accepted as final 
the conclusions of Thomas de Quincey that Masonry, 
the oldest of the secret orders of our day, was 
nothing but an offshoot from the society of the 
Illuminati which sprang up shortly after the Refor
mation in Germany, from which country it was 
brought by Roger Ashmole in the early years of the 
seventeenth century. 

My faith in this belief, in the comparative youth 
of secret societies in general, was staggered by the 
earnestness of the Indians, and I became more than 
half convinced that secret societies were not an 
evolution from the refined and resthetic conditions of 
modern civilisation, but that possibly they might 
have originated in the necessities of primitive man. 
This is not so remarkable after all The first object of 
these associations is the advancement of the interests 
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of their members, and afterwards, perhaps, the 
general interests of the community in which those 
members move. Law and order may owe their first 
establishment among rude and savage men to the 
potent and dreaded, because ubiquitous and mysterious, 
influences of secret societies. Not alone would such 
confraternities be overwhelming from an exaggera
tion of their strength due to the mystery and secrecy 
of their combinations, but in all probability they 
mustered other agencies for increasing their ascendency 
over the human mind by appeals to its sense of fear, 
of veneration, or of curiosity. 

As among the Zunis and Moquis to-day, secret 
societies in primitive ages enlisted religion, medicine, 
and the drama under their banners; each of these 
auxiliaries adding an increment of influence, and 
each in its turn receiving great benefit by being more 
thoroughly developed and systematised. 

As a further exemplification of the principle here 
suggested as the genetic basis of secret societies, let 
us cite our own young settlements of Durango, Tomb
stone, LeadvilI.e, and other mining districts, where we 
find civilised man but primitive society, with ele
ments of lawlessness against which the machinery of 
modern justice is powerless. The organisation of 
Vigilantes - secret societies emphatically - causes 
crime and scoundrelism to "flee like pole-cats before 
a prairie fire." 

One word more. Nayuchi had spoken about the 
tender of a "little bundle" to Nanahe. This" little 
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bundle" has been alluded to in italics as an " hono
rarium," the name given by physicians several gene
rations ago to the reward for their services, which is 
now called a fee. 

This cc honorarium," as we read, was not given to 
the physician direct, but usually consisted of a guinea, 
which was wrapped in paper and left upon the draw
ing-room mantel for him to take away at the end of 
each visit: 

The matter may not be of sufficient consequence 
to repay investigation, but it does look as if we had 
in Nanahe's "little bundle" a connecting link between 
the skilled practitioner of this generation and his 
humble brother, the" medicine man" of the untutored 
races from whom he has been evolved after centuries 
of study and progress. 
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The secrets of the order-The account of the ritea-Initiation
Relies of prehistoric times-Snake and ancestor worship. 

CuSHING arranged with N anahe to return with his 
friend the next evening, and promised by that time 
to have the "present of ceremony" (the "little 
bundle") ready, and to have us waiting for them 
in my room, apart from all idle or unnecessary spec
tators: 

The next evening, with the coming of darkness, 
Nanahe and Nayuchi tapped at the door, which opened 
quickly, and they glided in like shadows. 

All was ready for them, including the present 
mentioned yesterday, which comprised old clothes, 
canned fruits, three or four gaudy handkerchiefs from 
Mr. Graham's store, and an attenuated pile of small 
silver coin, so displayed as to make it appear as im
posing as possible. 

Nayuchi had with him a calendar-stick or tally, 
cut somewhat after the fashion of the Ogham of the 
ancient Irish. The months began with the full moon, 
were composed of thirty days, divided into three Zuni 
weeks of ten days each. A nick indicated each day; a 
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larger and somewhat longer nick the first day of the 
week; and one half across the tally, the commence
ment of the month. 

Beginning at the right, days, weeks, and months 
were nicked upon t4e sharp upper edge of the tally, 
until the end was reached with the termination of 
the seventh month, whereupon the stick was turned, 
and the remainder of the year m~ked upon the other 
side. 

Certain minute conventional dots and signs indi
cated various festivals, and strengthened the resem
blance to an Ogham. This mode of checking dates 
may have been introduced by Spanish missionaries, 
who remained for years among the Zunis, building 
a monastery, school, and great church, now half 
ruined. 

Cushing told me, in speaking upon this matter, 
that the Zunis have a tradition of the former em
ployment by their ancestors of a calendar of knotted 
cords, which would recall the Quippu of the Peru
VIans. 

The calendar-stick was laid to one side, and 
Nanahe began his story. His agitation nearly mas
tered him; he trembled violently, and showed all the 
outward signs of a powerful inward emotion. He 
said: "We have four kinds of medicines in that 
dance, four kinds of roots-the red root, the yellow 
root, the blue root, and the root which I now give 
you to taste." (These are the names by which the 
medicines are known to the members of the order of 
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the ~make.) "I have nQne Qf the Qthers wi~h me, as 
I brQught nQne Qf them away."l 

Nanahe cQntinued: "The members Qf the Qrder 
always carry these medicines with them, and when 
they meet with a rattlesnake they first pray to. their 
father, the sun, and then say: 'Father, make him to 
be tame; make him that nQthing shall happen that 
he bring evil unto. me. Verily, make him to. be tame.' 
Then they address the rattlesnake and say: 'Father, 
be gQQd' (i.e. kind 'Qr tame) 'unto. me, fQr here I make 
my prayers.' This being dQne, the rattlesnake is cap-
~, but nQt in a bold Qr careless manner, and 
taken hQme. I want to. tell yQU that the red rQot is 
ground up fine and scattered in sacrifice like cunque' 
(sacred cQrn-meal) 'to secure abundant ahd hasty' 
(rapid) 'harvests, and to. make the melQns grQW large. 
The rattlesnake, being at hQme, is thQrQughly washed 
in good CQld water, in which the yellow rQQt medi
cine has been mixed, and then the MQqui himself, 
throwing away every particle Qf clQthing he has 
been accustQmed to wearing, even his wrist-guard' 

I Being ignorant of botany, I did not ask him to describe the 
plant., fearing that a confused notion of them might arise. The piece 
of root given me as the principal medicine was about 2 inches long, 
l-inch in thickness, and perfectly smooth. A fragment was sub
mitted to Surgeon Forwood, U.s. Army, for microscopic examination, 
but he failed to classify it. One of the four medicines, I have some 
reuons for believing, was the" golondrina "-a specific among Mexi
CIDI and Indians for all venomous bites. It is a small-leaved, lacta
ceoua 'fine, growing close to the ground. To botanists it is known as 
B~ proBlmta. Surgeon B. J. D. Irwin, U.S.A., has treated ex
haustively of its merits in a monograph already published. 
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(bow-guard), 'washes himself thoroughly in the same 
water. 

"Everything about him is washed thoroughly, and 
then he fasts for one day, 'and dances through the night. 

"In the evening of the day of fast they first go 
and feed the rattlesnakes, and then they themselves 
are permitted to go and eat.1 

" After this meal they enter the Estufa and place 
their sacred wands of office around the altar; in the 
midst of these wands stands the large sacred stone 
pipe, and the leaves of all plants known to them,
pine, hemlock, corn,-everything, all mixed up, and the 
bowl filled with them'. 

"The pipe is lit, an.d the clouds from it rise and 
form rain clouds, and the rain falls upon the altar 
and sacred things. 

"It is grand I it is magnificent I And thus the 
altar is sanctified with ourselves. 

" Then the sacred song is sung by the members. t 

1 Subsequent questions brought out the fact that this feeding was 
largely a matter of courtesy, or merely a ceremonial observance. 

S This would have taken too much time to translate, and would have 
wearied him, and kept him from telling DB things of probably greater 
value, so I deferred asking for the BOng until a more fitting occasion, 
contenting myself with learning that much of it was in the Ie ancient 
language." What this language is, I don't know. Both Zunis and 
Moquis, and, I think, all the other Pueblos, have a hieratic language, 
known only to the priests and members of these curious secret societies 
or secret orders j-a language entirely different from the demotic, and 
not understood by any of the common people. This " ancient langu8f!e " 
maY,be the badge of religious subserviency to another people now extinct, 
just as the Latin ritual of the Catholic Church proclaims the fact that 
missionaries in the early Christian 8f!e8 moved out from Rome as a 
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.. Then the time comes for the Name Ohorus, and 
everything is complete. l 

"At this point those who were taken in to be 
initiated are considered as initiated, and are conducted 
by the older members to their homes, where they are 
at liberty to don their sacred dresses, moccasins,' 
breech-clouts of deer or antelope skin, and their sacred 
plumes of red feathers. 

Ie These are the medicines I have told you of; the 
uses of them and the attributes by which we are 
distinguished from other people. 

Ie This is all of a strictly sacred nature that we 
possess, but it is precious. It is valuable, and we prize 
it very much. I might tell you a lie, and tell you a 

centre j or it may be that the changes undergone by the Zuni 1anguage 
of lOme centuries ago have been resisted only in the liturgy of the 
.. medicine men," in which obsolete forma have been tenaciously pre
served. Nanahe's imaginative description of the effects induced by 
the smoking of the sacred pipe would suggest an exhilaration due, 
perhaps, to the Hemlocl. l 

1 This is the repetition of a sacred or magic word like our Presto ! 
It may be, in the hieratic 1anguage spoken of, the recapitulation of 
the di1I'erent attributes of the aun or the rattlesnake, just as in the 
litanies of the Christian churches we meet with such ejaculations as 
Alleluia! Kyrie Eleiaon I or expressions like Almighty One, Eternal 
in the Heavens, etc. The same idea kept presenting itself during the 
Tablet Dance at Santo Domingo" where each verse ended with the line--

II Wi-ka-tolli.na-mashe," 

several times repeated. 

t II Acosta mentions that "Oliliuhqui' was taken by persons who desired 
to _ tMicmI. This latter was a seed which was also an ingredient of the 
• teopalli 'or di1line fMtlicine, composed besides of India-rubber, gum, oc:otl, 
resin, tobacco, andaacred water."-Bancroft, H. H., vol. ii. P. 601. On the 
p~g page he 88),' that "owt'" was a kind 0/ pine. (Query-Was it or 
was it not 1umlock 1) 
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great deal more, and deceive you about the matter, 
but I do not wish to tell you a lie." 

Hereupon he took off his hat-band and moccasins, 
bent his head and his shoulders over the bundle we 
had given him, and which rested on his lap, and 
prayed fervently in a reverent and distinctly audible 
tone. Then, rising, he took Cushing by both wrists, 
pressed his arms back upon his (Cushing's) breast, 
blew upon his hands and down his throat, and said, 
" May the light of our medicines and gods be shed 
upon you and meet you, my child." 

He repeated this formula to old Nayuchi and my
self, and told us that this made us honorary members 
of the order of the Rattlesnake. What privilege this 
distinction confers I know not, unless it be the proud 
one of dancing and prancing about with a rattlesnake 
in one's mouth, once every two years. 

Nanahe continued: "Nobody outs£de of our order 
has told you these things, because he couldn't; and no 
one inside the order has done it, because he wouldn't; 
it's against our rules. 

"Before they go out to hunt the snakes the 
young men meet in the house of the head man of the 
order, and there have prayer and a bowl of sacred 
corn-meal. They make their' sacrificial wands of the 
feathers of the eagle and the blue jay before going out 
to catch the snakes, for which they begin to search eight 
days before the dance, going north, south, east, and 
west. When they catch a snake they seize it back of 
the head, hold it up towards the sun in their left 
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hand, and stroke it lengthwise with the right, repeat
ing the prayer I gave you. 

ce The sea-shells you saw in the Estufa were brought 
by our forefathers to the country of Moqui. They are 
very old. They were not obtained in trade with other 
tribes. They came from the country of the new. l 

Nanahe resumed: "The Cohoninos, the Hualpais. 
the Mojaoes beyond the Hualpais (i.e. to the west), 
and all the tribes which have their hair cut across the 
eyebrows, are one and the same people with us,-the 
Opii, but the Apaches are different. The people west 

. of Zuni who cut (bang) their hair are all one people. 
"The buffalo robe was obtained from some eastern 

tribe in trade. Our sacred songs are repeated from 
four to six times." 

N ayuchi: "The Moquis and Zunis have an 
identical religion, and depend upon each other for 
help in their sacred ceremonies." 

Nanahe: "The stone axes, hammers, pipes, etc., 
you saw in the Estufa are very very old relics of 
our order, and we have had them for years and 
years and years. No one knows when we got them. 
The squaws throw meal to have it blessed by the 
snakes; after the snakes have crawled through it 
the squaws gather it up and keep it as sacred. You 
didn't see any snakes leave that corn -meal circle; 
they couldn't. If the snakes could not bite, why 

1 This expresaion, or its eompanion-CI The country where the 
Zunis or Moquis carne up out of the ground" -is employed when 
lpeaking of the cradle of their race, wherever that may have been. 

o 
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should we be so careful to pray, etc., and if they could 
bite, who would be brave enough to pull their teeth? 
I shouldn't try that with an ordinary rattlesnake. 

" At this last dance there were some of the young 
people,-I don't know why they should be so foolish, 
and make such fools of themselves ;-they were stand
ing around grumbling, and they said, 'Humph! those 
snakes have no teeth I' And the next day they found 
two of the snakes that had been used in the dance, 
and they killed them (our fathe:rs), and sure enough 
they had teeth and fangs like any other snakes. 

"The kilts we wear, as you saw, are coloured red, . 
green, yellow, and black. 1 

"One of the objects of our order is this: When
ever anybody gets bitten by a snake, he sends for one 
of our order, presents an offering, as you have done; 
then a prayer is made over the offering, as we have 
done this evening, the medicine is administered, and 
the patient immediately gets well." 

Nayuchi (in answer to a question): "Yes, you 
know that human sacrifice was the custom of our 
grandfathers. If the tribes to the south in Mexico 
did that, they were one people with us." 

N anahe: " Yes. We are one people. We have 
one religion; that human sacrifice was the practice of 
our grandfathers" (ancestors). 

"The Padres (Catholic missionaries) used to come 
to the Moqui towns, but they never stayed among our 

1 i.e. The same colours as the four kinds of lightning depicted in 
the Estufas. 
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people, and the Moquis never became their converts. 
For a short time they established themselves at Ah
wat-tenna,l which is the same place the Navajoes call 
Tolli-Hogandi. I have never heard the story you 
tell about the Moquis having murdered them, but I 
don't doubt it at all. i 

'~All the villages of the Moquis have the snake
dance."s 

The interpretation of the above was carefully 
made by Mr. Cushing, and written down verbatim, the 
notes being my own. To these notes nothing is to be 
added beyond calling attention to the persistency with 
which Nanahe spoke of the snakes as his "fathers," 
a reverential expression which of itself would go far 
towards establishing a connection between the rattle
snake-dance and ancestor worship. 

After the long conversation had ended N anahe 
and Nayuchi were offered a little collation, of which 
they partook with great relish. 

1 Aquatubi. See Davis, p. 355. 
2 Nanahe bad come over among the Zunis when only ten years 

old, and never returned to the Moquis except every second year or 
10 for the snake-dance. It is not at all remarkable that he should be 
ignorant of this tradition. 

3 Thia confirmed my own impressions, formed during visits to the 
Estufas of Mushangnewy, Sumopowy, Supowolewy, and Oraybe. In 
each were seen portions of attire and decorationa, not yet finished, for 
use in the dance. 
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Gleanings from a. Padre-The dance formerly common-Cure for 
snake bite-Ophiola.try-Snake Worship almost univeraal
Similarities in the ritea-A changed rite. 

IN my journal of November 1881, made at Zuni, are 
the following jottings of a conversation with the old 
chief: Pedro Pino, who possesses a very competent 
knowledge of Spanish :_CC In the days of long ago 
(eu el tiempo de cuanto hay) all the Pueblos, Moquis, 
Zunis, Acoma, Laguna, Jemez, and others, had the 
religion of human sacrifice (el oficio de matar los 
hombres) at the time of the Feast of Fire, when the 
days are shortest. The victim had his throat cut and 
his breast opened, and his heart taken out by one 
of the Cochinos (priests); that was their 'oficio' 
(religion), their method of asking good fortune (pedir 
la suerte). The Mexicans came, and they had another 
method: they used to go to the 'iglesia, para pedir 
at Dios' (go to church to pray to God)." They 
would not allow the Pueblos to keep up the good old 
costumbre (custom), but for a long time a modified 
ceremony (or symbolical imitation, as I should call it) 
was adhered to in secret. The victim, generally a 
young man, had his throat cut, and blood was allowed 
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to How freely; then he was carried to a house and 
laid upon his back; much singing and shouting were 
kept up by the procession of men and women, but 
there was "no llorando" (no crying). The wounded 
man was covered with a white blanket, while the three 
head "medicine men" with eagle feathers, sprinkled 
"medicine" upon the gash, and "muy pronto" (very 
soon), as Pedro assured me, the wound healed up (se 
sana), and the wounded man recovered (se cura). 

On account of the fact that some people were very 
talkative (muy hablador), the Mexicans (i.e. the 
Spaniards), got wind of the ceremony, which they 
denounced as "muy hechicera" (full of witchcraft), 
and abolished without delay. 
. "Pero, todos los Pueblos hicieron asina" (but all 

the Pueblos did the same thing). 
In former times, too,-the "good old times,"-all 

the Pueblos had the rattlesnake-dance, and carried 
snakes in their mouths as the Moquis do to-day. 
He had heard of the -" way" _of the people of Peco. 
When Juan Setimo's father was alive he used to live 
in the front of this very house, and spoke Mexican 
very well. When people came from the Peco Pueblo 
to buy anything, they would get talking about the 
" goings-on" in their Pueblo. They said that when
ever one of their children was bitten by a rattlesnake 
they had a" remedio" (remedy) for effecting a prompt 
cure. The people of Jemez used to have the same 
ceremony as the Moquis, dancing about with rattle
snakes in their mouths, and their tails around their 
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necks; and also a rattlesnake in each hand. But of 
the report still Whispered about among the other 
Pueblos that the people of the now abandoned village 
of Peco or Pecos used to give the blood of their own 
children to snakes, he either knew nothing or would 
say nothing. 

He contended that the people of Zuni had not for
gotten how to carry snakes in their mouths just as 
well as the Moquis do, but "we don't keep up the 
custom any more,"-" tenemos vergUenza y tenemos 
miedo de la gente tambien" (we are ashamed, and are 
also afraid of the people outside). 

He insisted that on one occasion, while on the 
Rio Grande, below Albuquerque, he had heard the 
roar of the sea-serpent (culebra del mar)! in the exist
ence of which mythical animals all the Pueblos have 
an abiding faith, exemplified in traditions, decora
tions upon the walls of their Estufas, and upon their 
pottery. 

In another conversation with Pedro Pino he made 
the following remarks :-" The time to go to the 
Moqui villages from here (Zuni) is about four days, 
going at a pretty good gait (making an ' amble' or 
'lope' with his hands). The buffalo robe you say 
you saw at the snake-dance must have been bought 
of the Utes. I have seen the snake-dance a long time 
ago. Then the Moquis used to gather up aU kinds of 
animals,-all kinds that moved on the ground,
snakes, rattlesnakes, toads, jack-rabbits, etc.,-and 
take them to an Estufa where there was an old man 
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who knew a great deal about medicine, H~ had to 
stay down there for four days, and couldn't go near 
his wife all that time, and when the animals were 
brought in he spat (escupio) upon them and they 
became subdued (silencio). 

" And those snakes they take in their mouths have 
teeth (anuelas), and they can bite (picar), but they 
don't bite on account of that medicine. What it is I 
don't know, but I think that there is some of the weed 
(yerba) 'golondrina.' 1 Golondrina is good for snakes. 
There is a ' remedio ' (cure) for everything, and the 
• remedio' grows near the animal always. The medi
cine of the snake-dance is known to only a few 
Moquis; they are nearly all of them snake 'gente.' 2 

"The shells you saw came from the sea. The 
Moquis came from the west, just as the Zunis did. S 

" The Moquis plant cotton, and have always done 
80; at least that is what our old men say. We buy 
cotton dresses from them. The Zunis never have 
planted cotton, or not for a long long time.» 

Bearing upon the question of the diffusion of this 
snake cult among the tribes of Arizona and New 
Mexico, it is pertinent to this monograph to say that 
in 1870 I saw a small piece of pottery picked up from 
a ruin near old Camp Grant on the San Pedro River, 
Arizona. This piece of pottery represented a snake 

1 This golondrina or swallow weed is the EuphorbitJ prost1'ata of 
botanists, as ehown in preceding pages. 

2 The Spanish .. gente» means gens or clan. 
3 Efforts to induce the old man to talk more upon this point were 

unavailing. 
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biting its own tail. The head, mouth, and corruga
tions along the serpent's back were represented, the 
whole fragment being about two inches in diameter. 

Again, in digging in one of the old cliff-dwellings 
near the Rio Verde, in 1882, I uncovered two small 
fragments of wood; one shaped exactly like the snake 
sling of the Moquis, but unpainted, and the other 
fashioned like the "fire-sticks" still in common use 
among the Apaches, and brought into requisition ill 
the religious ceremonies of Zunis and Moquis. 

Major C. S. Roberts, U.S.A., states that not far 
from the military post of Fort Yates, Dakota, is a 
ravine which some few years since was infested with 
venomous snakes. The Sioux Indians seemed to 
stand in great awe of this place, in which they left pro
pitiatory offerings of small eagle feathers tied to twigs. 
These sacrificial feathers or plumes correspond closely 
to those which the Zunis, Moquis, Acoma, Jemez, and 
other Pueblos bury in th~ir fields to secure good crops. 

That very intelligent Indian lady, Mrs. "Bright 
Eyes" Tibbles, assured me not long since that she was 
satisfied that the same religion once prevailed among 
Indian tribes living along the Missouri. 

Chateaubriand (G~nie du Ghristianisme, p. 191) 
adverts to the influence the American aborigines pos
sessed over snakes, citing in a vivid and graphic 
manner an instance coming under his own observation 
of a vicious rattlesnake which a Canadian Indian 
soothed into submission with the music of a flute. 
This occurred in 1792. 
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The following citations from approved authorities 
may be of assistance to those who have enough curi
osity to learn more about Ophiolatry or snake 
worship in general :-

" As an object of worship, the serpent is pre-eminent among 
animals. Not only is it malevolent and mysterious, but its 
bite-so trifling in appearance and yet so deadly-producing 
fatal effects, rapidly and, apparently, by no adequate means, 
suggests to the savage almost irresistibly the notion of something 
divine, according to his notion of divinity. . . . The animal is 
long lived, and easily kept in captivity; hence the same individual 
might be preserved for a long time and easily exhibited at inter
vals to the multitude. In other respects the serpent is a con
venient god. Thus in Guinea, where the sea and the serpent 
were the principal deities, the priests, as Bosman especially tells 
us, encouraged offerings to the serpent rather than to the sea, 
because in the latter case there happens to be no remainder left 
for them. . . . I cannot agree with my friend (Mr. Fergusson) 
in supposing that the beauty of the serpent or the brilliancy of 
its eyes had any part among the causes of its original deification. 
Nor do I believe that serpent worship is to be traced up to any 
common local origin, but, on the contrary, that it sprang up 
spontaneously in many places and at very different times. In 
considering the wide distribution of serpent worship we must 
remember that, in the case of the serpent, we apply one name to 
a whole order of animals; and that serpents occur all over the 
world except in very cold regions. On the contrary, the lion, 
the bear, the bull, have less extensive areas, and consequently 
their worship could never be so general. 

" If, however, we compare, as we ought, serpent worship with 
quadruped worship, or bird worship, or sun worship, we shall 
find that it has no exceptionally wide area. 

"Mr. Fergusson is surprised to find that the serpent god is 
frequently regarded as a beneficent being. Muller, in his Scitn.
tifo Mythology, has endeavoured to account for this by the state· 
ment that the serpent typified not only barren, impure nature, 
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but also youth and health. This is not, I think, the true explan
ation. It may be that the serpent god commenced as a male
volent being who was flattered, as cruel rulers always are, and 
that in process of time this flattery, which was at first a mere 
expression of fear, came to be an article of faith. 

" If, moreover, the totemic origin of serpent worship, as above 
suggested, be the true one, the serpent, like other totemic deities, 
would, from its origin, have a benevolent character. 

"The serpent was worshipped anciently in Egypt, in India, 
Phrenicia, Babylonia, Greece, as well as Italy, where, however, 
it seems not to have prevailed much. . . . • 

"Among the Lithuanians every family entertained a real 
serpent as a household gold. In Asia evidence of serpent wor
ship has been found in Persia, Cashmere, Cambodia, Thibet, 
India, China (traces), Ceylon, and among the Kalmucks. In 
Africa the serpent was worshipped in some parts of Upper Egypt 
and in Abyssinia. 

" Among the negroes on the Guinea Coast it used to be the 
principal deity. Smith, in his Voyage to Guinea, says 'that 
the natives are all pagans, and worship three sorts of deities. The 
first is a large, beautiful kind of snake, which is inoffensive in its 
nature. These are kept in fetish houses, or churches, built for 
that purpose in a grove, to whom they sacrifice great store of 
hogs, fowl, sheep, and goats, etc., and if not devoured by the 
snake are sure to be taken care of by the fetish men or pagan 
priests.' From Liberia to Beneguela, if not farther, the serpent 
was the principal deity, and, as elsewhere, was regarded as being 
on the whole beneficent. No negro would intentionally injure a 
serpent, and anyone doing so by accident would assuredly be 
put to death. Some English sailors having once killed one which 
they found in their house were furiously attacked by the natives, 
who killed them all and burned the house. 

" All over the country are small huts, built on purpose for 
the snakes, which are attended and fed by old women. These 
snakes are frequently consulted as oracles. 

" In addition to these huts were temples, which, judged by a 
negro standard, were of considerable magnificence, with large 
courts, spacious apartments, and numerous attendants. Each of 
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these special snake. Whydah was 
all others, and rilgrimage was 

with much cerem<>ny" rnther suspicious 
who may be to the snake's 

house to be cured. For this questionable service the attendants 
charge a high price to the parents. It is observable that the 
harmless snakes only are thus worshipped.' The Kaffirs of South 
Africa have a general belief that the spirits of their ancestors 
appear to them in the form of serpents. So in Madagascar 
and <5nnsulted as an 

serpents weru 
Caribs, MinatarriL7, ."U."." """""""""", 

" his attempt to from Paraguay, 
is reported to have seen' the temple and residence of a monstrous 
serpent, whom the inhabitants had chosen for their divinity, and 
fed with human flesh. He was as thick as an ox and seven-and
twenty feet long, with a very large head and very fierce though 
small eyes. His jaws, when extended, displayed two ranks of 
crooked whole body, tuil, which was 
smooth, with round scaleu thickness. The 
Spaniw>du, could not bo the Indians 
that th174 <loIivered oracles, terrified at 
first und their terror Wi7"" in<:r<:ased when on 
one of them having fired a blunderbuss at him he gave a roar like 
that of a lion, and with a stroke of his tail shook the whole 
tower.' "-Quoted by Lubbock from Charlevoix, History of Para
guay, vol. i p. 110. 

" The worship, of serpents being so widely distributed and 
presenr,trz7d similar features, wonder that it 
has been something speci7il, 

In an article published in Harper's Weekly, March 
25, 1882, entitled" Snake-Charmers of Central Ame
rica," occurs the following :-

Digitized by Coe 



204 SNAKE-DANCE OF THE MOQUI8. 

" The Indians of C~ntral America celebrate the 21st of March 
with the singular rites depicted in our engraving. Three or four 
months before the ceremony the younger men of the village be
gin the work of capturing snakes by means of ingeniously-con
trived snares. 

"The more daring make choice of the most venomous and 
dangerous species, and tame them in various ways, using a rude 
reed pipe, a fan, and a strip of blanket for the purpose. The 
snake-tamers are often bitten by their strange pets in the course 
of the training, but their knowledge of efficacious antidotes almost 
always protects them from serious consequences. On the day of 
the ceremony the inhabitants of the village assemble in an en
closure built of poles and reeds. The chiefs and other notables 
seat themselves before a kind of lodge, the entrance to which is 
closed with a curtain. Within is a stone idol on a rude altar, or 
perhaps the wooden image of a saint. 

" There the snake-charmers are also concealed, stripped nearly 
nude, and awaiting a signal from the head chief. After an inter
val of solemn silence he begins a low and monotonous chant to 
the accompaniment of a drum and rattle. 

"Gradually the assembly joins in, and then the charmers 
issue forth, each with a snake in his hand or coiled around his 
body. They make the round of the enclosure, and then take 
their places on the ground. Each one as he is called up begins 
his performances with the snake he has tamed and trained. 
Great mastery over the creatures is exhibited by these Indians, and 
the tricks are often astonishing. 

"After all in turn have presented themselves, the chant 
becomes more lively, and the charmers assemble in a cluster, and 
suddenly fling the snakes into a heap, where they lie wriggling 
and twisting themselves into knots. Then each charmer tries to 
pick out his own particular reptile. 

" This is dangerous work, and they constantly partake of a 
certain liquid which is supposed to contain a powerful antidote 
to snake poison. At the conclusion of the games the charmers 
retire into the lodge, and the audience rises. 

" A priest sprinkles the ground with water, facing alternately the 
four cardinal points of the compass, and the ceremony is over." 
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In this description numerous points of resem
blance to the Moqui snake-dance present themselves. 
In catching the snakes the Central American Indians 
are represented as using fans. Are not these of 
feathers? They are reported to possess" a know
ledge of efficacious antidotes." 

"The enclosure built of poles and reeds" corre
sponds to the stone enclosure called an Estufa. The 
" lodge" of the Central American dance has its proto
type in what was designated in the preceding chapter 
the" sacred lodge." There may have been an idol 
in the Moqui lodge; idols are plentiful enough among 
the Moquis, and it is not at all improbable that one 
was to be found within this sanctuary. This point, 
however, was not determined. 

In both cases those engaged in the ceremony 
constantly partake of a certain liquid which is sup
posed to contain a powerful antidote to snake-poison. 

In both the snake-charmers are "nearly naked." 
In both, after an interval of solemn silence, the 

head chief begins "a low and monotonous chant to 
the accompaniment of ... a rattle." 

" Afterwards the charmers issue forth each with 
a snake in his hand." "They suddenly fling the 
snakes into heaps." 

"In each case a priest sprinkles the ground with 
water;racing alternately the four cardinal points." 

Taken together, the points of contact between 
these two ceremonies are too many, the contact itself 
is too intimate, not to carry convictions that they 
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belong to the ~a'qle religion. Discrepancies will 
always exist in the narratives of two observers, even 
where they are writing of one and the same ceremony. 
How much greater must be the divergence when they 
attempt to describe at different times and in different 
countries 1 

Squiers (Nicaragua, p. 406), figures a plumed 
serpent from the cave-dwellings near Lake Nihapa, 
and again (Part II. p. 36), one appears, sculptured, 
open-mouthed on the head of an idol dug up on the 
Island of Peusacola (Nicaragua). 

This author expresses the opinion that the snake 
worship suggested, by the carvings upon the Nicar
aguan idols afterwards yielded, to some extent, to the 
worship of alligators. 

A snake is represented on the pottery bowl en
graved upon p. 101 of Di Cesnola's Cyprus. In 
speaking of the set to which this 'bowl belonged, Di 
Cesnola observes (p. 102)-

I< Some of these vases are identical in character with those 
found by Dr. Schliemann in his excavations at Hissarlik. These 
tombs are, in my opinion, among the oldest found in Ilium." 

On p. 145 of same work is figured a snake 
carved on stone, with a dolphin. Of this the author 
says-

I< On the right of the reptile had been carved an inscription 
of several lines in Cypriote characters .... It (the stone) origin
ally stood outside the temple and close to the entrance." 

Snakes represented in rings, ornaments, intaglii, 
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etc., are figured in various places throughout the same 
work; for example on pp. 373, 374 (bis), 375, 377 
(bis), 380, and 384. Di Cesnola, however, takes 
occasion to remark in substance that he does not con
sider that these amulets are necessarily religious, and 
he ventures the surmise that the ornaments so engraved 
were worn to avert danger from snakes. This argu
ment, if I apprehend it correctly, is far from being 
conclusive. 

In heathen religions there has always been as much 
of an effort to appease malign deities as there has been 
to propitiate benevolent ones. Granting that, at the 
period when these rings were in use, the serpent cult 
had long since fallen into desuetude, perhaps even 
into oblivion, the efficacy superstitiously ascribed to 
these rings, etc., would be as much a "survival," as 
much an indication of the former existence of snake 
worship, as is our boyish game of " snapdragon" of the 
days when Druids worshipped the sun god and fire in 
groves of mistletoe-laden Celtic oaks. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

Ancestor Worship-Dr. Wilder on Snake Worship-Other authorities 
-Mr. Wake on snakes-Mr. Wake's conclusions. 

M. LE PLONGEON, in a letter to the American Anti
quarian Society (published in P.roceedings of April 
1881), refers to the fact that Cocorn, one of the rulers 
of Mayapan, is represented as holding a rattlesnake in 
his left hand. This is the same manner of holding 
the reptile as can be witnessed at the Moqui snake
dance to-day. 

Mr. W. E. Gladstone, in his Introduction to 
Schliemann's MycenO!, p. 13, speaks of a three-headed 
snake carved on the band of the shield presented ro 
Agamemnon by Cynisas of Cyprus. 

" Another vase has the most curious ornamentation 
of all. It shows what appears to be intended for the 
head of a serpent."-Schliemann, "Description of the 
Pottery found in the second Tomb or Sepulchre at 
Mycenae," p. 161. Mention is made again of the 
same symbol of the serpent on p. 318, and still 
again on pp. 323, 324. 

The serpent appears on the shield of the left
hand figure in the picture called "Last Night 
of Troy," upon a vase exhumed at Naples, and re-
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produced upon p. 79 of Prince's Pottery and Porce
lain. 

" In some eases departed relatives are regarded as reappear
ing in the form of snakes, which may be known from ordinary 
snakes by certain signs, such as their frequenting huts, not eating 
mice, and showing no fear of man. Sometimes a snake is re
cognised as the representative of a given man by some peculiar 
mark or scar, the absence of an eye, or some similar point of 
resemblance. In such eases sacrifices are sometimes offered to 
the snake, and when a bullock is killed part is put away for the 
Amatongo or dead, who are especially invited to the feast, whose 
assistance is requested, and whose wrath is deprecated."
Lubbock, Origin of OifJilisalion, pp. 163-164 . 

.. In Peru, even at the time of the Conquest, many species of 
animals were still much reverenced, including the fox, dog, llama, 
condor, eagle, and puma, besides the serpent."-Lubbock's Origin 
of OifJilisalion, pp. 180-188. 

The Feast of All Saints (November 1) at the 
Pueblo of Isleta embodies the worship of ancestors. 
During the religious exercises at that place in 1881 I 
saw the floor of the church covered with corn, grapes, 
bread, bottles of native wine, and pies or cakes, several 
of which bore upon their upper crust the figure of a 
snake. Upon this subject (of ancestor worship) 
Mr. Tylor remarks (Anthropology, 351, 352):-

"One has only to cross the channel to see how the ancient 
feast of the dead still keeps its primitive character in the festival 
of All Souls, which is its modern representative; even at the 
cemetery of the Pere la Chaise they still put cakes and sweet
meats on the graves; and in Brittany the peasants that night do 
not forget to make up the fire and leave the fragments of the 
supper on the table for the souls of the dead of the family who 
will come to visit their home." 

p 
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In the monograph upon Serpent and Siva W OT

ship, by Hyde Clarke, M.A.I., and C. Staniland 
Wake, M.A.I., with the prefaces thereto by Alexander 
Wilder, M.D., will be found in a very condensed form 
about aJJ. that the ordinary reader will care to learn 
upon this topic. A few extracts from this valuable 
little work will be inserted in this chapter for the 
benefit of those who may not be able to obtain the 
original. 

Dr. Wilder says in the Preface :-
"The researches and explorations of travellers, scientists, and 

learned investigators are every day adding to our knowledge of 
the serpent cultus. It is rising above the old concept.ion of an 
obscure and ill-defined superstition to the dimensions of a religion, 
distinctly outlined in its characteristic features, and by no means 
without a recondite metaphysical basis. Not only did the 
children of Israel bum incense to the symbolical animal, from 
Moses till Hezekiah, but the Hamitic races, 'from Memphis to 
Babylon,' and all indeed at the far east and remote west, who 
accepted 8S sacred what Mr. Brown denominates 'the great 
Dyonisiak Myth.' . . . 

"In the beech and hirch forests of Scandinavia and the 
Frozen Ocean, and the remotest nooks of Polynesia and the 
American continent, the serpent, in all his forms, with hood, 
horns, or rattles, has been venerated by the various tribes of 
men as a god ! If he conducted to the tree of prohibited know
ledge in the Garden of Eden, he was also an Esculapius, the 
healer of men in the wilderness of Sinai, the good spirit of many 
a world-religion, the source of diviner inspiration, and the im
parter of the highest, holiest, most essential life. Indeed, serpent 
love is the literature of 'the earlier periods of ancient history." 

Again, in the Introduction, he remarks :-

"The remains of serpent worship are to be found in all 
quarters of the earth, among nations geographically remote from 
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each other and supposed to be distinct in characteristics of race, 
habitude, intellectual . constitution, and religious belief. Some 
faiths, like that of the Buddhists,-perhaps the oldest of all,-still 
maintain a qualified veneration for the sacred animal as a part 
'of their worship; while others, even among the more modern, 
do not hesitate to display the serpent symbol cOIlipicuously 
among their ecclesiastical decorations. We see it in the archi
tecture of churches, and even find its reliques in the garb of 
priests. Moses is recorded as having erected the symbol of the 
Phc:enician Esculapius, the sun god of autumn, as 'a sign of sal
vation.' The like device was borne upon the respective standards 
of the Assyrians, the Persians, the Romans, and even the British. 
It was thus honoured by Christians as well as 'heathen.' Whole 
sects, we are assured by the early fathers, used to partake of the 
Eucharistical supper after it had been consecrated by a living 
snake coming from a coffer and entwining its coils about the 
loaves of' bread." 1 

Quoting from the Rev. John Bathurst Deane's 
Worship of the Serpent, and from Henry O'Brien's 
Round Towers of Ireland, Dr. Wilder continues :-

" No nations were so geographically remote or so religiously 
discordant but that ONE-and only one-superstitious character
istic was common to all; and the most civilised and the most 
barbarous bowed down with the same devotion to the same 

1 Allnsion is here made to the Gnostic sect of the Ophites, who 
flourished in the East from about 161-250 A.D. Their theological 
tenets are not well understood, as they had among them no intellectual 
celebrities, and have left behind nothing in the way of accurate 
treatises. With them the serpent was a sacred symbol, and they are 
believed to have reverenced Judas above the other apostles on the 
ground that he betrayed his Master with good intent and from a 
desire to precipitate the coming of His kingdom. They maintained 
that the real Christ was not crucified, but that at the moment of 
ascending the cross a phantasm was Bubstituted for Him. (See also p. 
221.) 
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engrossing deity; and that this deity either was, or was repre
sented by, the same sacred serpent. .•• Its antiquity must be 
accredited to a period far antedating all history. . • . The sacred 
serpent of America is generally, especially among the wandering. 
tribes, the rattlesnake. . . . 

"The fact is, that the serpent was only a symbol, or at most 
an embodiment, of the spirit which it represented, as we see from 
the belief of certain African and American tribes, which probably 
preserves the primitive form of this superstition. 

"Serpents are looked upon by these people as embodiments 
of their departed ancestors, and an analogous belief is entertained 
by various Hindu tribes. No doubt the noiseless movement and 
the activity of the serpent, combined with its peculiar gaze and 
marvellous power of fascination, led to its being viewed as a 
spirit embodiment, and hence also as a possessor of wisdom. 

"In the spirit character ascribed to the serpent we have the 
explanation of the association of its worship with human sacrifice 
noted by Mr. Fergusson, this sacrifice being really connected with • the worship of ancestors." 

Mr. Baldwin (Ancient America, vii. pp. 185, 186) 
remarks that-

"The serpent worship is full of significance. This was a 
great feature of the religion of the Cushites; but the 'serpent' 
will convey a very poor notion of its meaning to those who do 
not understand what it was. The serpent was regarded as a 
symbol of intelligence, of immortality, of protection against the 
power of evil spirits, and of a renewal of life or of the healing 
powers of nature. . . . Religious symbols are found in the 
American rivers which remind us of those of the Phrenicians, 
such as figures of the serpent, which appear constantly .... 
There was sun worship in America, and the phallic ceremonies 
existed in some places in the time of Cortez. In Asia these 
ceremonies and figures of the serpent were usually associated with 
sun worship." 

Clarke (Serpent and Siva Worship, p. 28), speak-
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ing of the religious ceremonies in honour of Saba, a 
god of Phrygia, says :-

" Serpents 
steries, 
bosom 

figured largely in the 
A golden 

falling out of 

place he says :-

initiations, midnight my
dr;;pped into the 

the frock." 

"Many of the Hindu gods are decorated with snakes, for 
such is the inheritance of serpent worship; but Siva is more 
particularly so provided. There are two Hindu legends of the 
Creation, but that most popularly depicted represents Vishnu 
sleeping on a serpent." 

upon Professor 
the Indian 
P'larke says :~ . 

flabb's elabo
Lmguages of 

" priests is gathered CkbZ'e and devotion 
from a mystic timber, because it is guarded by a venomous 
snake. A circumstance particularly noticed by Mr. Gabb is that 
the songs of the priests are in a peculiar language, and although 
most anxious to obtain information on this head, he was most 
unfortunately prevented." 

Worship, 
p. 1, :-

" The l}rf,posed to be di2tekBeed present paper 
is one of the most fascinating that can engage the attention of 
anthropologists. It is remarkable, however, that although so 
much has been written in relation to it, we are still almost in 
the dark as to the origin of the superstition in question. 

"The student of mythology knows that certain ideas were 
associate,i heoples of antiquith and tha t 
it was symbol of parti@I;;I but why that 
animal, my other, was purpose is yet 
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After citing whole pages of incidents tending to 

show the former existence of this cult in all parts of 
the world, and among all, or nearly all, races of men, 
-the brazen serpent of the Hebrew Exodus; the 
important position occupied by the serpent in the 
mythologies of the Chaldeans, Assyrians, Phrenicians, 
Egyptians, Grecians, Scythians, Latins, British Celts, 
Goths, Scandinavians, Esthonians, Finns, Persians, 
Hindus, Africans; the people of the Indian Islands, 
Polynesia, and China-,-Mr. Wake continues:-

.. The evidences of serpent worship on the American con
tinent have long engaged the attention of archmologists, who have 
found it to be almost universal under one form or another among 
the aboriginal tribes. That animal was sculptured on the temples 
of Mexico and Peru, and its form is said by Mr. Squier to be of 
frequent occurrence among the monnds of Wisconsin. The most 
remarkable of the symbolic earth-works of North America is the 
great serpent mound of Adam's County, Ohio, the convolutions 
of which extend to a length of 1000 feet. . . . Let us now see 
what ideas have been associated with the serpent by various 
peoples. Mr. Fergusson mentions the curious fact, that 'the 
chief characteristic of the serpents throughout the East in all 
ages seems to have been their power over the wind and rain.' 

"According to Colonel Meadows Taylor, in the Indian 
Deccan at the present day offerings are made to the village 
divinities (of whom the nAg, or snake, is always one) at spring
time and harvest for rain or fine weather, and also in time of 
cholera or other diseases or pestilence. So, among the Chinese, 
the dragon is regarded as the giver of rain, and in time of 
drouth offerings are made to it. . . . One of the leading ideas 
connected with the serpent was, as we have seen, its power over 
the rain j but another equally influential was its connection with 
healt.h. Mr. Fergusson remarks that, 'when we first met with 
serpent worship, either in the wilderness of Sina~ the groves of 
Epidaurus, or in the Sarmatian huts, the serpent is always the 
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agathodaemon,-the bringer of health and good fortune.' ••. 
Ramahavaly, one of the four national idols of the Madacasses, 
bears a curious analogy to tbe serpent gods of wisdom and healing; 
... he ean cause rain in abundance when wanted, or can with
bold it 80 as to ruin tbe crops of rice. . . . Among various 
Mriean tribes this animal is viewed with great veneration, under 
the belief tbat it is often the real embodiment of a deceased 
ancestor. This notion appears to be prevalent also among the 
Hindus, who, like the Kafirs, will never kill a serpent, although 
it is usually regarded with more dislike than veneration. Mr. 
Squier remarks that I many of the North American tribes 
entertain a superstitious regard for serpents, and particularly for 
the rattlesnake.' Thougl1 always avoiding, they never destroy it, 
lest, says Barham, I the spirit of the reptile should excite its 
kindred to revenge.' Mr. Squier adds that, , according to Adair, 
this fear was not unmingled with veneration.' Charlevoix states 
that the Natchez had the figure of a rattlesnake, carved from 
wood, placed among other objects upon the altar of their temple, 
to which they paid great bon our. Heckwelder relates that the 
Linn i-Lin ape call the rattlesnake' grandfather,' and would on no 
account allow it to be destroyed. Henry states that the Indians 
around Lake Huron had a similar superstition, and also desig
nated the rattlesnake as their 'grandfather.' He also mentions 
instances in which offerings of tobacco were made to it, and ita 
parental care solicited for the party performing the sacrifice. 
Corver also mentions an instance of similar regard on the part 
of a Menominee Indian, who carried a rattlesnake constantly 
with him, treating it as a deity, and calling it his great father. 
. . . The facta cited prove that the serpent superstition is 
intimately connected with ancestor worship, probably originating 
among uncultured tribes who, struck by the noiseless movement 
and the activity of the serpent, combined with ita peculiar gaze 
and marvellous power of fascination, viewed it as a spirit em
bodiment. As such, it would be supposed to have the superior 
wisdom and power ascribed to the denizens of the invisible 
world. and from this would originate also the ascription to it of 
the power over life and health, and over the moisture on which 
those benefits are dependent. 
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.. The serpent spirit may, however, have made its appearance 
for a good or a bad purpose, to confer a benefit or to inflict 
punishment for the misdeeds of the living. The notion of there 
being good and evil serpent spirits would thus naturally arise. 
Among ancestor - worshipping peoples, however, the serpent 
would be viewed as a good being who busied himself about the 
interests of the tribe to which he had once belonged. When the 
simple idea of a spirit ancestor was transformed into that of the 
great spirit, the father of the race, the attributes of the serpent 
would be enlarged. . 

"The common ancestor would be relegated to the heavens, 
and that which was neceBBary to the life and well-being of his 
people would be supposed to be under his care. 

"Hence, the great serpent was thought to have power over 
the rain and the hurricane, with the latter of which he was prob
ably often identified. When the serpent was thus transferred 
to the atmosphere, and the superstition lost its simple character 
as a phase of ancestor worship, its most natural association would 
be with the solar cult." 

Mr. Wake next quotes from Professor Ch. Gub
ematis to the effect that 

"Serpents are revered in India as embodied souls of the 
dead. . . . To kill one of these serpents is to kill the head of the 
family. Under this aspect, as a protector of children, as a giver 
of husbands to girls, and identified with the head or progenitor 
of the family, the serpent is again a phallical form. JEneas, it 
will be remembered, when about to celebrate at the tomb of 
Anchises the anniversary of his death, was surprised at the ap
pearing of a huge snake that glided among the altars and tasted 
the banquet, after which it retired to the bottom of the tomb. 
He did not know whether it was the genius loci, or his father's 
attendant demon."-Quoting from Virgil, ..Bneid, line 8 •. 

The following are among Mr. Wake's conclu
SIOns :-

.. First. The serpent has been viewed with awe or veneration 
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from primeval times, and almost universally as are-embodiment 
of a deceased human being, and as such there were ascribed to 
it the attributes oC life and wisdom and the power of healing. 

" Secondly. The idea of a simple spirit reincarnation of a 
deceased ancestor gave rise to the notion that mankind originally 
sprang from a serpent, and ultimately to a legend embodying 
that idea. 

"Thirdly. This legend was connected with nature, or rather 
BUD 'Worship, and the sun was therefore looked upon as the 
divine serpent Cather of man and nature." 
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CHAPTER XX. 

Fergusson on serpent wOl'l!hip-Prevalent among the Aztecs
Bancroft on same subject-Snakes and lightning. 

FERGUSSON, in his excellent work, Tree and Serpent 
Worship (London: Indian Museum, 1868), expresses 
himself as of opinion 

"That there are few things which appear to us at the pre
sent day so strange, or less easy to account for, than that wor
ship which was once so generally offered to the serpent god. 
If not the oldest, it ranks at least among the earliest forms 
through which the human intellect sought to propitiate unknown 
powers. Traces of its existence are found not only in every 
country of the old world, hut before the new was discovered by 
us, the same strange idolatry had long prevailed there, and even 
now the worship of the serpent is found lurking in out-of-the-way 
corners of the globe, and startles us at times with the unhallowed 
rites which seem generally to have been associated with its pre
valence."-Introduction, page 1. 

"When it comes to be more closely examined, the worship 
of the serpent is not so strange as it might at first sight appear. 
As was well remarked by an ancient author (Sanchoniathon) : 
, The serpent alone, of all animals without legs or arms, or any 
of the usual appliances for locomotion, still moves with singular 
celerity j' and he might have added grace, for no one who has 
watched a serpent slowly progressing over the ground with his 
head erect, and his body following apparently without exertion, 
can fail to be struck with the peculiar beauty of the motion. 
There is no jerk, no reflex motion, as in all other animals, even 
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fishes, but a continual progression in the most graceful curves. 
Their general form, too, is full of elegance, and their colours 
varied and sometimes very beautiful, and their eyes bright and 
piercing. Then, too, a serpent can exist for an indefinite time 
without food or apparent hunger. He periodically casts his 
skin, and, as the ancients fabled, by that process renewed his 
youth. Add to this his longevity, which, though not so great 
as was often supposed, is still sufficient to make the superstitious 
forget how long an individual may have been reverenced in order 
tha~ they may ascribe to him immortality. 

"Though these qualities, and others that will be noted in the 
sequel, may lJave sufficed to excite curiosity and obtain respect, 
it is probable that the serpent would never have become a god 
but for his exceptional power. The destructive powers of tigers 
or crocodiles are merely looked upon as ordinary exaggerations 
of a general law, but the poisoned fang of the serpent is some
thing so 'exceptional, and so deadly in its action, as to excite 
dread, and when we find to how few of the serpent tribe it is 
given, its presence is only more mysterious. Even more terrible, 
however, than the poison of the cobra is the flash-like spring of 
the boa, the instantaneous embrace, and the crushed-out life, all 
accomplished faster almost than the eye can follow . 

.. It is hardly to be wondered at that such power should im
press people in the early stage of civilisation with feelings of 
awe, and with savages it is probably true that most religions 
spring from a desire to propitiate by worship those powers from 
whom they fear that injury may be done to themselves or their 
property." -Po 2. 

". . . The essence of serpent worship is as diametrically 
opposed to the spirit of the Veda, or of the Bible, as it is pos
sible to conceive two faiths to be; and with varying degrees of 
dilution the spirit of these two works pervades, in a greater or less 

. extent, all the forms of the religions of the Aryau or Semitic races. 
"On the other hand, any form of animal worship is perfectly 

consistent with the lower intelIectual status of the Quranian 
races, and all history tells us that it is among them, and essen
tially among them only, that serpent worship is really found 
to prevail. 
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" It is nearly correct to say that wherever human 
sacrifice prevailed, there serpent worship is found also, though 
the converse does not appear so capable of proof. 

" Serpent worship did continue to exist when, at last, human 
sacrifices had ceased to be performed, though even then it is not 
quite clear whether it was not only from the disuse of one part 
of what had once been associated. . . . 

" In Judea, so long as any traces of serpent worship prevailed, 
the i~ea of human sacrifices seems to have been familiar, but 
after Hezekiah's time we simultaneously lose all traces of 
either ..•. 

"In Mexico and Dahomey, where in modem times human 
sacrifices have been practised to an extent not known elsewhere, 
there too serpent worship was and is the typical and most im· 
portant form of propitiation: while in India there can be little 
doubt but that the two existed together from the earliest time. 
... Notwithstanding all these coincidences, and tliey might 
easily be extended, it must not be overlooked that nowhere can 
we trace any direct connection between the two forms of faith. 
No human sacrifice was anywhere made to propitiate the serpent, 
nor was it ever pretended that any human victim was ever de
voured by the snake god. 

. . . "Of the Ophites Tertullian tells us 'They even prefer 
the serpent to Christ, because the former brought the knowledge 
of good and evil into the world. They point also to his majesty 
and power, inasmuch as when Moses raised the brazen serpent 
in the wilderness whoever looked at it was healed; and they 
even quote the Gospels to prove that Christ was an imitation 
of the serpent, because it is said, "As Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted 
up." Epiphanius describes these ceremonies in the following 
terms: "They keep a living serpent in a chest, and at the time 
of the mysteries entice him out by placing bread before him. 
The door being opened, he issues forth, and having ascended the 
table folds himself above the bread. This they call a perfect 
sacrifice. They not only break and distribute these among their 
votaries, but whosoever wishes it may kiss the serpent. This the 
wretched people. call the Eucharist. They conclude the cere-
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monies by singing a hymn through him to the Supreme Father.'" 
. __ (See also p. 211.) 

.. In Africa not only does serpent worship flourish at the 
present day, but it exists in conjunction with all those peculiari
ties of which only traces can be found elsewhere. Ancestor 
worship, accompanied by human sacrifices on the most lavish 
acale, is the leading characteristic of the Dahoman religion. . . . 

"The principal deity of the Aztec pantheon seems to have 
been Tezcatlipoca, or Tonacatlicoatl, literally the BUn serpent. 
According to Sahagun, in his character of God or Hosts he was 
addressed by the Mexican high priest: ' We entreat that those 
who die in war may be received by thee, our Father, the Sun, 
and our Brother, the Earth, for thou alone reign est.' The name 
of the primitive goddess, the wife of Tezcatlipoca, was Cihuaco
hnat!, or Tonacacihua, the female serpent, or the female sun. 
She, according to the Mexicans, gave to the light, at a single birth, 
two children, one male, the other female, to whom they refer the 
origin of mankind. A still more remarkable myth is that of 
Quetzal-CoatI, literally the feathered serpent. 

"He is by some represented as born of a pure virgin in the 
province of Tullan j by others, as a stranger coming from a far 
conntry, sometime between the sixth and ninth century of our 
era. Be this as it may, he was the great lawgiver and civiliser 
of the inhabitants of Anahuac. He taught them religion, gave 
them laws, instmcted them in agriculture and the use of metals, 
and the various arts of life. 

c< He is generally represented as an old man, with a white 
flowing beard and venerable aspect. He was, in fact, the 
Lycurgus and the Bacchus of Central America, and llaving 
finished his mission he withdrew, like the former, it is said, by 
sea, promising to return. So implicitly was this believed by 
his BUbjects that when the Spaniards appeared on the coast 
they were joyfully hailed as the returning god and his com
panions. 

" Alas! they came only to destroy them and their institu
tions! • . . It should be me.ntioned, however, that in America 
the snake that is worshipped is always the indigenous rattle
snake. Whether as separate images or as adorning the walls of 
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the temples of Yucatan, this characteristic seems invariable, and 
in so far would favour the local origin of the faith. The greatest. 
difficulty of the investigation arises from almost absolute destruc
tion of all the monuments of the capital by its barbarous con
querors, and the consequent paucity of real reliable date. on 
which to found our conclusions. . . . 

.. If, however, we may trust Bernal Diu, he t.ells us that 
living rattlesnakes were kept in the great temple at Mexico as 
sacred and pett.ed objects. They were kept in a cabin of diver
sified form, in which a quantity of feathers had been strewed, 
and there they laid their eggs and nursed their snakelings. 
They were fed with the bodies of the sacrificed, and with do~s 
meat. The same author tells us that when Cortes marched t.o 
Mexico they arrived at a place called Terraguea, which the 
Spaniards called the t.own of serpents on account of the enor
mous figures of these reptiles which they found in the t.emples, 
and which the natives worshipped as gods. But though it is 
impossible t.o read any of the narratives of the conquerers with
out being struck with the frequency with which sacred serpents 
and serpent worship are spoken of, it is always as a thing 
accursed and t.o be avoided, never as an object worthy of atten
tion or t.o be inquired into, and their narratives, consequent.ly, 
throw very little light on the subject. . . . It need hardly be 
remarked that human sacrifices were found accompanying ser
pent worship in America almost to as great an enent as in 
Dahomey."-Fergusson, pp. 1-39. 

Solis (Conquista de Mejico, p. 210) expresses his 
incredulity concerning the collections of venomous 
snakes reported in Mexico itself, but Wallace, whose 
romance, TILe Fair God, seems to be a well-digested 
exposition of the manners and customs of the Aztecs 
at the date of the Conquest, follows Diaz and the early 
chroniclers. 

That curious compound of erudition and nonsense, 
Isis Unveiled, by the Countess Blavatsky, has no less 
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than thirty references to serpent worship and serpent 
charming; it is not worth while to repeat any of them 
here, since all that is there to be found is condensed 
in this \E\hich has drawn same, or 

f1uthorities. 
us (Native Pacific 

Slope, 164) that in " Mena-
gerie" were to be seen "serpents in long cages or 
vessels large enough to allow them to move about 
freely. These reptiles were also fed on human blood 
and intestines." Speaking of this "Menagerie," 
Prescott it was " Ihe charge 

who with 

comfo,t " 
But Bancroft (vol. ii. p. 165) quotes Thomas 

Gage to the effect that alongside of this " Menagerie" 
was the oratory, in which "Montezuma prayed in the 
night season, and in that chapel the devil did appear 
unto him answ" to his 
prayer,~ too, from ii. p. 576) 
that ~rnonth in the C:x;Cendar was 
called of the Snake, fifteenth 
in the series (they had eighteen of twenty days each) 
was the" Moon of the Serpent of Clouds." 

On p. 578 of the same volume he tells us that 
the wall surrounding the great temple in Mexico was 
carved serpents. we are 
informed drum used in of this 
temple with snake 
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page it is stated that the portals of the Quetzal-CoatI 
temple were a snake's jaws with fangs exposed. So 
much for the serpent cult among the Aztecs. The 
above will show that they had the serpent as a reli
gious symbol beyond question. 

Concerning snake-chiu-ming the following is also 
from Bancroft, vol. ii. p. 797 :-

" Cogolludo, for instance, speaking of the performances of a 
snake-charmer, says that the magician took up the reptile in his 
bare hands, as he did so using certain mystic words, which he 
(Cogolludo) wrote down at the time, but finding afterwards that 
they invoked the devil, he did not see fit to reproduce them" in 
his work." 

Baldwin (Ancient America, p. 28) asserts that no 
"symbolic device is more common among the anti
quities of Mexico and Central America than the form 
of the serpent, and it was sometimes reproduced in 
part in architectural constructions." 

The fourth volume of Bancroft's work contains in 
numerous places examples of serpent symbolism as 
found among Aztecs, Mayas, and Quiches; this 
volume, however, does not enter quite so deeply into 
the subject of American arch~ological remains as could 
have been done had its publication been deferred a few 
years. 

The south-western part of our own country has 
been penetrated by the railroad and the telegraph since 
the years when Mr. Bancroft completed his then monu
mental collection of data. Not a day now passes 
that some new discovery is not made by the ubiquitous 
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newspaper correspondents, untiring mining prospec
tors, tourists, or government scouts, who are poking 
about in all the bends and angles of what less than a 
decade ago was more of a terra incognita than Central 
Mrica. 

In quoting these authorities I desire to make one 
comment only. Not one of them has alluded to the 
resemblance between the undulatory motion of the 
serpent and the sinuous meandering of lightning, a 
resemblance patent to every one, and portrayed by the 
Moquis in the altar figured on Plate VI. This may help 
to explain why the serpent was transferred to the 
heavens and began to appear in the ceremonies of sun 
worship. 

To persons familiar with the difficulties of obtain
ing at remote army posts treatises upon special studies, 
I am sure that no apology will be needed for not dis
cussing this subject more exhaustively j the quotations 
given will be sufficient to indicate the channels from 
which all desired information may be extracted, while· 
persons who wish to acquire fuller knowledge of a 
mysterious phase of the world's religious development 
will learn all that is certainly known in the elaborate 
works of Fergusson. Squiers, Wake, Clarke, Inman, 
Baldwin, Blavatsky,H. H.Bancroft, Lubbock, Prescott, 
Tylor, and others. 

Q 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

The Moquis Puebloa-Division into clans-Permitted degrees of 
marriage-Maiden accomplishmenta. 

THE country inhabited by the Moqui Indians lies just 
west of the boundary line between New Mexico and 
Arizona (the I09th meridian), north and east of the 
Colorado Chiquito (Little Colorado or Flax) River, and 
some sixty or seventy miles south of the Grand Colo
rado. The villages or Pueblos of the Moquis are seven 
in number, each built upon the crest of a precipice of 

. sandstone, impregnable to any assault to be expected 
from aboriginal foes. These villages ar~ situated almost 
as follows: three very close together upon what is 
known as the eastern Mesa. The names of the 
villages in this cluster are, beginning at the eastern 
end, Tegua, also called Hano, Suchongnewy, and 
Hualpi. 

A broad valley of seven miles of sand, interspersed 
with the com, bean, and melon patches of these savage 
agriculturists, separates this mesa from the abrupt 
promontory upon which perches, first, the romantic 
Pueblo of Mushangnewy; above that, looking for 
all the world like the stronghold of a medimval German 
robber-baron, appear the masonry walls ofShupowlewy, 
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and three miles away on the other wall of a wide and 
deep ravine the fortress of Sumopowy. 

Oraybe, whose inhabitants studiously hold aloof 
from their blood-relatives of the other villages, occupies 
the summit of a lofty bluff, not quite ten miles, as the 
crow Hies, from Sumopowy. What the meaning of 
these names may be we were unable to learn. Shu
powlewy, it is allowable to suppose, means something 
equivalent to" peach orchard." It raises more and 
better peaches in the ratio of its population than any 
other Pueblo, and the word Shupowla, as we determined 
to our own satisfaction, means peaches. At least, 
when we resumed our studies in the villages, the word 
was useful in bringing all the half-ripe fruit we cared 
to purchase, and one of the Moqui young men, as 
anxious to ventilate his ignorance of Spanish as we 
were ours of Moqui, said that Shupowla was Dula
laz-no, which we took to be his idea of the pro
nunciation of Durazno (peach)., 

The name Moqui is not that by which they call 
themselves; they have two names, one for ordinary 
use, the other for sacred or ceremonial occasions. The 
first is Opii, for which two interpretations were given; 
the first that it referred to the manner of banging the 
hair common to this people; the other, that it had 
some reference to the preparation of the bread-piki, 
which, in the shape of blue, banana-shaped cakes of 
com-meal, can be found in piles in every Moqui 
house. The second, or sacred name, is Shumi, or 
something like that, which I learned from the Zunis 
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and also from the Moquis themselves. Several of the 
old men let me have it, but all the others with whom 
I spoke professed a lamb-like innocence of the subject 
which did not disconcert me in the least, as it was not 
a matter they would be likely to confide to a stranger. 

The Romans, we know, had Bome BUch sacred 
name for their city which was never divulged save to 
the initiate, Jest a more widely-diffused knowledge 
of it would enable their enemies to undermine the 
defences by spell or incantation, in which the name 
would of course figure. 

The present dwelling-place of the Moquis is not 
. believed to have changed since the coming of Coronado 

with the first Spanish expedition to this country in 
1541. 

It has never been conclusively demonstrated that 
Coronado did enter the Moqui villages, but as he 
made a very thorough examination of most of the 
Pueblos, no violence will be done to historical accuracy 
by assuming for argument's sake that the preceding 
paragraph is strictly true. 

They claim relationship with all tribes of Indians 
who bang their hair, which would seem to affiliate 
them with all peoples in the valley of the Colorado not 
of Pi-Ute stock, i.e. all but the Chimohueois. From 
the number of deserted and dismantled houses on the 
eastern mesa there is no reason to doubt that the 
population of the first three villages has materially 
shrunk within the past half century. To how great 
an extent this may be due to smallpox or Bome other 
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pest there is no means of judging; at present, the 
people on that mesa may be classified as healthy, and 
they certainly are prolific. 

Turn where one will, he will be sure to bump 
against naked children, dogs, donkeys, chickens, goats, 
and sheep: the children, in some cases, show indica
tions of scrofuloul;! taint, of which more hereafter. 

In former years the Moquis had outlying farming 
settlements and peach orchards at Muabe and Moyen
copi, to the north-west, where they cultivated cotton; 
and at Peach Spring, in the country of the Hualpais,. 
now a station on the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad, 
where they raised much delicious fruit and grazed 
their herds of donkeys and sheep. 

They are divided, as are all the American tribes, 
into bands or clans, each ruled by its own head or 
cacique, the general supervision of each village being 
entrusted to a" mungwee" or governor, elected by 
these caciques, and holding office for from one to two 
years. Each clan or gens, to give the name generally 
used, lives in its own section or ward, and in sending 
representatives to foot-races, dramatic dances, or things 
of that kind, will have them marked with totemic or 
gentile emblems. For example, if the clan or gens 
be that of the Eagle, the totem or clan-mark will be 
the eagle, and the dancer will be decorated on breast 
or back with some conventional symbol, recognised 
by the whole nation as the gentile emblem of the 
"Eagles." So with the Corn, Tobacco, Bear, or Badger 
representatives. The failing cases to this rule are to 
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be found in such dramas as that of the snake-dance, 
where uniformity of decoration is insisted upon. 

Upon this clan or gentile organisation of the 
American savage tribes depends not only much of 
their civic polity, but also their marriages and care of 
offspring. 

It has been explained that a MC?qui child belongs 
to the clan of the mother; that all men and women 
of the same clan are brothers and sisters, between 
whom marriage is forbidden, although this contract is 
recognised between parties who come within our pro
hibited degrees. 

For example, a young man of the Com gens may 
be the son of a father belonging to the Eagle gens; 
the sister of this father marrying will take to her own 
gens all children she may bear; these children, Eagles, 
although first cousins of the young member of the 
Com gens, will be regarded as perfectly eligible for 
marriage with him. 

Schoolcraft says that-

"The totem of the Redskins is a symbol of the name of the 
progenitor, generally some quadruped or bird, or other object in 
the animal kingdom which stands, if we may so express it, as the 
surname of the family. It is always some animated object, and 
seldom or never derived from the inanimate class of nature. Ita 
significant importance is derived from the fact that individuals 
unhesitatingly trace their lineage from it. By whatever name 
they may be called during their lifetime, it is the totem and not 
their personal name which is recorded on the tomb or adjetadig 
that marks the place of buriaL" 

However accurate these remarks may have been 
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so far 88 regarded the tribes east of the Missouri, they 
must be taken with many grains of allowance for 
those of the south-west. 

Among the so-called sedentary tribes or Pueblos 
of New Mexico and Arizona the totem or clan-sign is 
either vegetable or animal, while among Navajoes 
and Apaches it is simply geographical. 

The method of tribal apportionment prevails 
among all savage races; the Negroes of Africa and 
the Aborigines of Australia, whose "kobongs," 88 

minutely described by Sir George Gray, observe rules 
almost precisely like those of the clans or gentes of 
the Indians of North America. 

Torquemada (quoted by H. H. Bancroft, voL ii. 
p. 665) comments upon the peculiar principles govern
ing marriages among the Aztecs. He tells us that 
they are divided into "linages" and" parentesco;" 
that a child derives its parentage from its father (and 
not mother as with the tribes herein under discussion); 
and in another place he says that the respective 
"linages" lived in separate" barrios" or wards. A 
young man of any given lineage was prevented from 
marrying a young woman of the same lineage. Tor
quemada, and the other Spanish chroniclers, had hit 
upon this subject of gentile division, which is always 
to be understood when they make use of the expres
sions "linage," "parentesco," and " barrio." 

The reader desirous of pursuing this topic farther, 
may consult with profit Morgan's Ancient Society and 
Lubbo~k's Origin of Civilisation. The writer has ob-
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tained complete lists of the clans of the sedentary tribes, 
-the Apaches, Navajoes, Apache-Mojaoes, Tontos, 
and others,-enough to demonstrate that this peculiar 
totemic or gentile organisation prevailed among all 
our native tribes, but he feels that the subject may 
not possess much interest for the general reader, and 
accordingly condenses within the limits of a paragraph 
matter which should for proper treatment be expanded 
into a distinct volume. 

The Moqui child at birth is prayed over, and 
often rubbed with fine ashes, a custom observed also 
among the Zunis and, if history is to be trusted, 
among the Aztecs also. 

"Ashes were rubbed on new - born babes to 
strengthen them and prevent bones from becoming 
loose. "-Bancroft, vol. ii. p. 279. 

The lot. of the Moqui children is singularly free 
from trouble. They are not bothered with clothing 
or with daily ablutions. Until seven, eight, or nine 
years old, boys and girls run around totally destitute 
of covering, and scarcely less wild than the sheep and 
goats, whose sure-footed celerity, in jumping from 
rock to rock, they closely imitate. 

Babies unable to walk alone are allowed to climb 
up and down the ladders which serve as entrance-ways 
to all the houses: clinging tenaciously to the rungs, 
they slide and climb down or up, assisted once in a 
while by watchful brothers and sisters. Dogs share 
in this accomplishment, and one of the most frequent, 
as it is one of the oddest sights to be seen in the Moqui 
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towns, is that of a cur sedately making his way up or 
down this precarious mode of travel. 

When a boy attains a suitable age he is drafted, 
80 to speak. for the performance of such duties as 
watching the growing crops and ripening orchards. or 
herding the goats, sheep, and donkeys. which form 
such an important item of the wealth of this primitive 
people. The little girl is initiated at an early age 
into the mysteries of the kitchen, the fabrication of 
pottery and basket work, and. as she grows stronger. 
the operations of carding and dyeing wool, and the 
weaving of blankets, mantles, petticoats, garters, 
and sashes of cotton or wool. By the time she is 
fifteen. or even at an earlier age, she is considered 
nubile, and fairly entered in the matrimonial market. 
~er accomplishments are not very showy, but they 
are solid. She can bake, sew, dye, card, weave, and 
spin; her nimble fingers fashion the plastic clays into 
every shape needed for use or ornament; the tender 
shoots of the willow or the pliable roots of grasses 
respond to her fairy touch and round themselves into 
beautiful baskets, vivid with colouring, and repeating 
the sacred emblems of the butterfly, deer, or " thunder 
bird." In the number of stews, ragouts, and broths 
which she knows how to compound of the flesh of kid 
or sheep, and such vegetables as the onion, bean, and 
aromatic chile; or in the endless diversity of hominy, 
mush, popcorn, and piki-bread, she will hold her own 
with the most ingenious American housewife. 

If her house needs repair, without a moment's 
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delay she restores it to proper condition; as the fervid 
sun of summer turns the velvety peaches to hues of 
scarlet and gold, or ripens to purple and bJue the 
harvest of maize, the Moqui matron is constantly 
employed from early morn till dewy eve, drying fruit, 
husking corn, winnowing beans, or shredding pump
kins and melons. She has her faults,-the faults of 
her sex, of our common human nature,-but she 
makes a dutiful wife and a fond, affectionate mother. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

Children's playthings-Dress and manners-Masks used in dance&
Veneration of the turquoise--Moqui manufactures-Moqui games 
-Marriage ceremonies. 

THE cruSty old bachelor who hopes that in going 
among the Moquis he will leave behind him the 
fearful torture of "baby talk" with which civilised 
mothers sometimes lacerate the ears of the unwary, 
may as well disabuse himself of the fond delusion. 
" Baby talk" is of rankest growth among Zunis and 
Moquis, and perhaps, like the love of abusing the 
neighbours, is a sexual peculiarity common to the 
women of all races. 

The children are well provided with toys and 
games of all descriptions. Our little girls would find 
in every house numbers of dolls, none of elaborate 
workmanship, but all sufficiently good for their pur
pose. Often these are only the skin of a young kid 
stuffed; again, they are of wood, buckskin, or even 
pottery; and, lastly, the sacred images, after doing 
duty as idols, are committed to the tender care of 
the smaller children, who soon complete the work of 
destruction. 

Careful observations were made of everything seen 
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among them, and as these observations are supple
mented by others taken at various times since 1869, 
it is believed that a good general idea of their habits 
and mode of life will have been obtained by readers 
who have followed the course of this narrative. 

They do not have the" convade," but, in common 
with the Navajoes and Zunis, are strongly imbued 
with the ideas of spiritual relationship between father 
and child, upon which that curious practice depends. 
To illustrate this, let me narrate an incident occurring 
in my own experience, and although the hero was a 
Navajo, yet in this vicinity (Keam's ranch) the 
Navajoes and Moquis impinge so closely upon one 
another in agricultural and pastoral lands, meet so 
often in trade and at dances, and as they are to a 
small extent intermarried, I make bold to assume the 
existence of identical ideas upon this point in the two 
tribes. In Keam's store was a little iron figure repre
senting a wrinkled old man smoking a lighted taper; 
at this figure persons using cigarettes, pipes, or cigars, 
were in the habit of getting a light without going to 
the trouble of striking a match. An old Navajo, 
Ostin-Tzin-cle-he (Old man of the fire-stick or match), 
who dropped in one morning, was offered a cigarette, 
which he accepted, but when invited to light it at the 
little statue lamp declined very emphatically. Curious 
to learn his reasons, Keam asked for an explanation. 
The old fellow said that it would be "bad medicine"; 
his wife was expecting to present him soon with an 
increase of family, and were he to light his cigarette 
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at that figure his wifu would be sure to have a son 
just like it. Kearn laughed heartily at the, to him, 
absurd notion, but the old Navajo was not to be 
driven from his opinions by ridicule. He reiterated 
what he had said, and appealed to several Indians 
standing near-Navajoes, with, I think, one or two 
Moquis; they all concurred in his prejudices. 

The Moquis treat illegitimate children with the 
same consideration as is shown to those born in lawful 
wedlock. Their names refer to, but do not always 
indicate, the gens to which individual men or women 
belong. Very frequently it is not the gens of the 
Indian himself, but that of his father, which is pre
served. An example of this has already been given 
in the name of the victorious racer, himself a member 
of the Cloud gens, but called Jushpoa or Badger, from 
the gens to which his father belonged. 

The raiment of the Moquis is made of cotton and 
woollen goods, cut in the same general style as the 
garb of the Zunis. The best general idea of the 
attire of both sexes may be obtained by consulting 
the Plates. 

The Moquis are much given to going about in 
their bare feet, an indulgence warranted by the clean, 
dry, level rock surface of the mesa upon which they 
dwell, where the friable sandstone has been worn by 
the attrition of generations six and eight inches deep 
in some of the trails. 

The cotton mantles, petticoats, sashes, and kilts of 
the Moquis have already been sufficiently well 
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described. They reproduce in our day the patterns 
and materials in use at the time that Cabeza de Vaca 
entered this region in 1540 (see Davis' Conquest of 
New Mexico, p. 100), or which were in general 
employment among the Aztecs at the time of the 
landing of Cortes at Vera Cruz, a point upon which 
Prescott and H. H. Bancroft may be consulted. 

The royal robe of Montezuma was em broidered 
with the sacred symbol of the butterfly, repeated in our 
own day upon the mantles and skirts of the Zunis and 
Moquis, OJ.' woven into their baskets in bright colours. 

The standards carried by the Santo Domingo 
Indians in the Tablet Dance 1 I know now were of 
Moqui or Zuni manufacture. No standards were, 
however, seen among the Zunis and Moquis them
selves. The Shoshonees, in the heart of the Rocky 
Mountains (Wyoming), have them elaborately made 
of eagle feathers, and they were also of every-day 
employment among the nations of Mexico. 

Rabbit and coyote skins, principally the former, 
are used in the preparation of coverlets, which, 
according to demand, are made to serve as blankets, 
mattresses, mantles, or even to suspend in front of 
the doorS should the wind blow with too great cold
ness and severity. 

Feathers appear constantly in religious ceremonies 
and dances, but are not in such ordinary use as among 
the Plains' tribes farther north and east. The Moquis, 
Zunis, Navajoes, and Apaches have a common head-

1 See Plate IV. 
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dress, a modification of the war-bonnet yet to be found 
among the last named. It consists of a straw hat, 
surmounted by a plume of clipped feathers of the wild 
turkey, from amid which project two of the featherS 
of the eagle. It makes a very effective decoration. 
Women use no head - dress of any kind, probably 
because their hair is puffed out so outrageously at the 
sides. Whel;l exposed t.O the sun, they cover the head 
and face with the folds of their blankets in the same 
manner as Mexican women wrap themselves within 
the shelter of their cc rebozos." 

Masks are used in every dance and dramatic 
representation, and cover not the face alone, but the 
head and neck also. The~e masks have various 
shapes, the favourite one being a cylinder of buckskin 
or cardboard, painted green, crested with feathers, and 
trimmed at bottom with a necklace of cedar. Eyes, 
nose, and mouth are put in arbitrarily, the first being 
frequently bulging balls of buckskin set astride of a 
nose shaped of wood like a bird's beak; others again 
are altogether of sheepskin, the wool left on in the 
parts to cover head and neck, but denuded where the 
face is to be rudely represented by small circles for 
eyes, nose, and mouth. 

While I say that these masks have various shapes, 
I must not be understood as asserting that the shape, 
colour, and arrangement of this disguise are left to 
the fitful fancy of the wearer; on the contrary, each 
dance has its own special type of dress, to which the 
mask must conform. 
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Three or four of the masks found in the houses of 
the easternmost towns had small horns affixed; in 
one case they were a small pair of the horns of the 
Rocky Mountain sheep, and in another a buckskin 
cast of the heavy antlers of the same animal 

The breech-clout of the Moquis, constantly worn 
by the men, is of white cotton cloth, six inches to eight 
inches in width, and hanging down six inches in front 
and rear. In their religious ceremonies they wear 
them made of buckskin. 

This garment of the Moquis is in strong contrast 
with the pattern adopted by the neighbouring tribe, 
the Apaches, who allow it to dangle to the knees in 
front and almost to the heels behind, and sometimes, 
though not frequently, decorate the borders with de
signs in scarlet thread. 

The Moqui women seem to be, without cessation, 
at work upon blankets and mantles, and yet the 
supply has never equalled the demand. Boys and 
girls of advanced age roam unconcernedly through 
the streets of the different towns, especially of those 
farthest to the west, in a condition repugnant to our 
notions of modesty and delicacy. The traveller among 
the Moquis learns as much of the customs of the 
Garden of Eden, in respect to dress, as he is ever 
likely to in any other part of the world. 

Cradles of Hat boards, with a semicircular screen 
for the head, are swung from the rafters. They differ 
in no essential particular from those used by all Indian 
tribes; the little baby is wrapped up tightly in blan-
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kets, with arms pinned close by its sides, and back 
straight against the hard unyielding casing, from which 
it looks out into vacant space for hours at a time. 
A lining of fresh cedar bark is placed within the 
cradle to add comfort and promote cleanliness. 

The necklaces of the Moquis are of coral, chalchi
huitl, sea-shell beads, bears' claws, olivette shells, 
hollow silver globes, and acorn cups. The silver beads 
are not in such plenty as they are among the Rio 
Grande Pueblos, and do not seem to be made by the 
Moquis. In a preceding chapter the question was 
mooted whether or not coral was known to the south
western Indians prior to the advent of the Spaniards. 
It may be worth while to insert here what is said upon 
this subject by Davis (Conquest of New Mezico, p. 100): 

"The inhabitants in all this distance treated them (the party 
or Cabeza de Vaca) friendly, and gave them of everything they 
possessed, among which were deer, blankets of cotton, corals that 
CtJ11I/l /rum 1M South Sea, and many fine turquoises brought from the 
north. They gave Vaca five emeralds made into arrow-heads, 
which were held in great esteem, and used in their dances and 
celebrations, which the Indians said they obtained from lofty 
mountains to the north, where there were populous towns and 
very large houses, in exchange fot bunches of plumes and feathers 
of parrots." 1 

The turquoise here mentioned is the chalchihuitl, 
a stone held in high repute among all the aborigines 
of the south-west. Among the Aztecs it was con
sidered almost sacred. Listen to what Las Casas has 
to say (see Bancroft, vol. ii. p. 458) :-

1 See P. 26. 

R 
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CC He that stole precious stones, and more especially the stone 
called ehalehihuitl, no matter from whence he took it, was stoned 
to death in the market-place, because no man of the lower orders 
was allowed to poBBe88 this stone." 

The Moquis do not possess the dexterity and skill 
in working the precious metals which are evinced by 
Navajoes and Zunis, some of whose silver work would 
be no discredit to the best jewellers of N ew York. 

Finger and ear rings and bangles of silver are to 
be found in every family, the patterns following closely 
those of the Zunis, if, indeed, the trinkets be not their 
work. Ear-rings are, With rare exceptions, made in 
the form of a simple hoop, with two small silver globes 
at lowest point. But one hole is pierced in each ear
a marked difference from the manner of tribes farther 
to the north, which make as many as :five holes in the 
rim of each cartilage. 

They display a great fondness for the iridescent 
shell of the abalone, which they wear in all their 
ceremonies as a pendant upon the breast. This, they 
told me, they obtained from the seashore, to which 
they had been in the habit, at least until recently, of 
making pilgrimages every four or :five years. These 
stories I at :first took with large doses of salt; but the 
Navajoes told· me that the Zunis and Moquis both 
used to go west on such pilgrimages, and an intelligent 
Indian in the Pueblo of Jemez assured me that he 
had worked for two whole years in the little town of 
Santa Barbara, Southern California. 

Very little, if any, face paint is used by them; 
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all that I have ever seen used has been applied to 
bodies, limbs, and countenance at time of dances. 
They do not tattoo, do not use nose-rings or labrets, 
and do not mutilate or disfigure themselves in any 
way. The men bang their hair in front at level of 
eyebrows, on the sides, at the 'level of mouth, and 
gather all that is at back into a queue, which is care
fully tied up with red yarn or narrow strips of cloth. 
Young maidens wear their hair in two puffs, one at 
each side above ears and back of temples, stretched 
over a framework of worsted and small twigs. 

A reference to the Plates will be of great assistance 
in forming a correct idea of the methods in vogue. 

The children are well supplied with toys. Among 
these may be named bows and arrows, slings, toy 
cradles, baskets, little household utensils of pottery, 
tops of several kinds, and, lastly, doll-babies, either 
regularly made as such, or else degraded to this 
service after having served a tour of duty as gods. 

The Moquis are dexterous in the manufacture of 
baskets, of which there are no less than three or four 
kinds. The simplest is of yucca shoots, plated without 
ornamentation, and the other of tender willow twigs, 
round, perfectly fiat, and dyed in yellow, dark red 
blue, and black; often these are interwoven with the 
:figures of the butterfly, deer, thunder bird, or other 
sacred emblem. 

Matting, also of yucca fibre, is another of the 
Moquis, manufactures. 

The Moquis not only weave blankets and girdles of 
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wool and knit stockings of yarn, but they also make 
mantles of cotton grown by themselves. The borders 
of these mantles are elaborately decorated with scarlet 
and blue-black woollen embroidery in the pattern 
known, I believe, as the Kensington stitch. The 
Moquis, like most primitive workers in wool, fix the 
colours with urine. They are almost alone in this 
industry; in fact, if we consider the manufacture 
from the growth of the staple to the appearance of 
the cloak or blanket, they are without competitors. 
The Zunis weave the same kind of cotton mantle, 
but do not grow the fibre, preferring to buy this from 
their neighbours the Moquis, whose fields, exposed 
to warmer suns, have yielded the precious bolls from 
generations long prior to the advent of the Spaniards. 

Generally blankets or mantles alone are made, but 
there are also to be found in each house beautiful petti
coats and broad sashes, of the same material, similarly 
ornamented and proudly displayed across horizontal 
bars, swinging from the rafters of the living room. 

These garments in our day command a very high 
price-double and treble that of the corresponding ones 
in wool alone, are invested with sacred qualities, and 
used only on occasions of ceremony or of religious im
port. Women are married in them, use them during all 
the great festivals of their lives, and at death bequeath 
them to their daughters; except in those rare instances 
where an accumulation of wealth incites the surviving 
relatives to an ostentation of grief, when they are 
wrapped around the corpse and interred in the tomb. 
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Lieutenant-General Sheridan has one of these 
sacred mantles, made by the Zunis, and used by 
them in the winter festival of Fire: it enwrapped the 
figure their gods ShaIacu. The 
Zunis all the hlessings in-
vokeS hlanket. and 
thoSt5 attach persons of 
the owners. 

Some notion may be formed of the value in which 
those garments are held by the Zunis and Moquis 
when it is stated that even with all the influence and 

Sushing could assistance, 
nine months aucceeded in 

<ane here spoken 
represenha ~ rich 

scarlet and blue, and symbolical devices of a religious 
type. 

The youngsters play ball, using globes of buck
skin stuffed with hair, the game of "fox and geese," 
and amusemenh odd kind of 

consists in 
cocall, smooth, a certain 

goal. 80methins quoits, only 
instead of iron rings smooth, round stones are em
ployed. Races on foot or horseback are much indulged 
in, but cards are rarely to be seen among them; a 
contrast to the partiality of the Navajoes, who while 
away and nights, clothes on 
their <~«ntests with " 
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ous. They have gourd rattles, rattles of tortoise-shells 
and sheep's toes, rattles of a T shape, horse-fiddles, 
made of pumpkins hollowed out and opened so as to 
admit of the insertion of a serrated stick, along which 
can be rapidly drawn a fragment of pine wood; 
strings of shells, and strings of sheep bones. Whistles, 
flutes, and drums complete the list. The drums are 
made of large earthen ol1as, covered with sheep
skin, or of hollow cottonwood logs, fashioned and 
painted like the drums described in the dance at 
Santo Domingo Pueblo. 

Girls marry at almost any age beyond ten or 
twelve; fifteen may be looked upon as the limit, but 
child marriages are frequent. The Moquis are mono
gamists; they do not purchase their wives. The 
women, according to all accounts, have a powerful 
voice in determining their own future. 

Bishop Hatch, a very intelligent, level-headed 
Mormon, who, when a boy, had been left among the 
Moquis, and had grown up among them, speaking their 
language and that of the Navajoes fluently, is authority 
for the following description of a Moqui marriage 
which he witnessed, and of which he gave me this 
account at "Sunset," Arizona, in August 1881 :-

" A feast was spread for the families of the bride and groom 
and invited guests; in this figured blue corn·mush, "piki" or 
ti88ue bread, stewed peaches, and a ragout of mutton, beans, and 
chile. 

"While the guests were paying their respects to the feast 
the bride and groom retired to an inner room, disrobed, and 
bathed each other from head to foot in clear water. Then they 
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came back to the long room where the guests were assembled, 
were invested with their new cotton garments, the ends of which 
were tied together, and after listening to a brief homily from one 
of the old men were declared to be man and wife." 

Let us compare this with the customs of the tribes 
farther to the south :-

"The ceremonies of the Pepiles were simple and unique. 
Matches were made by the cacique and carried into effect under 
his direction. At the appointed time the kinsfolk of the bride 
proceeded to the house of the bridegroom, whence he was bome 
to the river and washed. The relatives of the bridegroom per
formed the same act of cleansing upon the person of the bride. 

"The two parties, with their respective charges, then pro
ceeded to the house of the bride. The couple were now tied 
together by the ends of the blankets in which they were 
enfolded, and laid away married. After the ceremony an inter
change of presents took place between the relatives of the newly
married couple, and they all feasted together."-Bancroft, voL ii 
P. 672. 

Again, he says that " among the Aztecs the dresses 
of the bride and groom were tied together." The 
bride was placed on the left of the groom, and was 
dressed in a "cuatli or skirt, richly embroidered and 
worked."-Vol. ii. pp. 256-257. 

After marriage the Moquis will speak to their 
mothers-in-law, or sit in the same room with them, 
which is more than the Apaches or N avajoes will do. 
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Status of wivea-Reception of visiton-Weapons and instruments
Food supply-CharacterB and superstitions-Tal ism aDS and idols 
-Tobacco-No community of goods. 

BOTH women and men in their way are extremely 
industrious. The women have the management, con
trol, and ownership of the houses. A man will never 
sell anyt.hing in the house unless his wife consent, and 
then she pockets the money. Often I have concluded, 
as I fancied, a bargain with a husband, and have 
been much perplexed by the arrival of the wife and 
her refusal to ratify it. This feature of domestic 
management is noticeable among the Pueblos gener
ally. 

The elevated place attained by women among the 
Moquis is shown by the consideration accorded her. 
No case of nose-slitting or other mutilation of a wife 
can be put on record against the Moquis. Their 
neighbours, the Apaches, were long known for the 
brutal vengeance visited upon the women whom blind 
jealousy led them to suspect of infidelity. 

Among the most distressing sights to be imagined 
is that of an Apache squaw with her nose cut com
pletely off I And one of the very first, as it was one of 
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the noblest of the reforms instituted under General 
Crook's administration of affairs in Arizona '(1871-
1875), was the prohibition, under the severest penalties, 
of this inhuman torture. 

. The same frightful disfigurement was customary 
among the Iztepecs of Mexico. "The guilty woman's 
husband cut off her ears and nose."-Bancroft, vol. ii. 
p. 466. 

The houses of the Moquis are of stone, in natural 
forms, gathered from the mesa upon which they live. 
This rubble is of all sizes and shapes from 3 inches to 
8 inches cube, is laid in mud, plastered always on the 
inside, and sometimes without. 

It makes a durable habitation. The houses are 
built upon the flat rock surface without founda
tions.1 

The bedding of the Moquis is of sheep and goat 
skins, rabbit mantles, and blankets of Navajo as well 
as domestic manufacture. The Navajoes perhaps were 
the first to make blankets of wool. Their semi
nomadic life qualified them perfectly as herders, but 
incapacitated them for raising cotton. 

Visitors among the Moquis are generally received 
with civility. Blankets and skins are spread upon 
the floor, upon which they are asked to seat them
selves, and refreshments are in nearly every instance 
offered. Glancing about the living room, or at the 
exterior of the house, no totemic emblems are to be 
seen; but upon the baskets, pottery, and blankets, or 

1 See also pp. 114, 135, and 136. 
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mantles of cotton, as has been explained, the characters 
are very often symbolical. 

For the treatment of disease they resort to sweat
ing arrangements-CC little sweat lodges" much the 
same as those with which the reports of travellers 
among other tribes have made the world familiar. 
They use emetics and clysters for simple troubles, but 
for obscure diseases invoke the aid of the medicine 
man. 

The ventilation of their houses is in wretched 
condition, a fact which does not give them the slightest 
concern. The stench is at nearly all times sickening, 
and in the Estufas or Kibas, especially during the 
time of preparation for their dances, can almost be cut 
with a knife. 

Their weapons of 'War are few in number, and 
not worth describing. Bows and arrows in no great 
quantity, and smoothbore muskets and shot-guns, 
dating back to the year 1, make up the inventory. 
It needs no second glance to assure the observ.er that 
he is among a people with whom agriculture, pastoral 
~ares, and traffic occupy all the hours of the day, and 
who have neither time nor inclination for war, and but 
little for the chase. 

These Indians have an instrument of wood, shaped 
like the letter L, with the elbow curved. With this 
they can do rapid and effective work against small 
game. As it resembles the "boomerang" of the 
Australians in all except returning to the feet of the 
thrower, I have always called this by that name. 
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They do not have the cc macuahuitl" of the Aztecs. 
Careful search was made for such a weapon without 
success. But while at the Pueblo of Taos, in the 
summer of this same year, I noticed a cc macuahuitl," 
or what might be taken for such. It was a heavy 
wooden club armed with projecting teeth of iron. 
The weapon was armed with teeth of stone, and when 
hurled with full force would cut off a man's head! 
When I drew a Moqui boomerang one of the old'men 
said that they didn't use such things in Taos now, but 
their forefathers did. 1 

Stone hammers, axes, hatchets, adzes, shoes, berry
mashers, etc., are still plentiful in all the towns, more 
particularly those farthest to the west, but their use is 
rapidly fading away before the introduction of Ameri
can steel and iron ware. 

Mortars and mullers, each with pestles, and 
" metales" with the proper grinding stones, are in 
constant employment, many of them well made, but 
none with any attempt at ornamentation. These are, 
with scarcely an exception, of basalt, occasionally of 
compact sandstone, never of granite or steatite. II . 

The Moquis are skilled and laborious farmers, and 
make reservoirs and canals to store and carry water; 
they do not irrigate, there being no necessity for this 
mode of applying moisture to the growing crops; they 
protect their young harvests from tempests by build-

1 The very same weapon was in use among the Indians on the Rio 
Grande in the latter part of the sixteenth century.-Davis' conquut of 
NftJ1 Mwo, pp. 248 and 262. . II See Plate XXXI. 
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ing on the windward side little walls of stone. Fish 
are not eaten, but rabbits are held in high repute, and 
field-mice, to speak from what was seen at Mushang
newy, are occasionally used. The last two articles of 
food are served to the eagles, which are still kept in 
cages in the Pueblos of Oraybe, Mushangnewy, Sumo
powy, and Supowolewy, but in Suchongnewy, Hualpi, 
and Tegua (or Hano, as it is sometimes called), they 
are not to be seen. 

Crickets sometimes figure in their messes, but their 
normal food is the product of their fields, orchards, 
and flocks. They raise corn, wheat, beans, tomatoes, 
chile, melons, squashes, peaches, and sun-flowers; all 
of these in quantity. A few apricots and nectarines 
are also grown. They also have fields of pumpkins, 
eating both fruit and seed, and expressing from the 
latter the oil for mixing such paint as requires it. 
In common with the Apaches and Hualpis they 
cut and roast the leaves of the mescal or century 
plant, of which they are extremely fond; and once 
in a while they come across a deposit of wasp honey, 
regarded as a precious delicacy. 

Peaches and water-melons are dried; pumpkins 
cut into strips and desiccated, or, with ripe melons, 
stored away under mounds of hay for preservation 
until winter. 

Bulbous plants furnish another source of supply, 
the wild potato being highly esteemed and eaten with 
clay 1 as a condiment. At a rough guess, it may be 

1 See p. 71. 

Digitized by Coogle 



FOOD SUPPLY. 253 

asserted that they have no less than thirty varieties 
of farinaceous. food; com, in the ear, roasted and 
boiled, hulled, popped or ground, made into mush 
with water or milk, and into cakes with the flour of 
pumpkin and sun-flower seeds, spread as a thin gruel 
over hot plates of sheet-iron, and baked at once into 
crisp sheets delicate as tissue paper, and then rolled 
into the form of bananas, or patted between the hands 
into tortillaa, which taste too much of mutton suet 
to commend themselves to an American palate; or 
finally, assuming the shape of small rolls which are 
far from unpleasant to the taste. These are a few, 
and a few only, of the multifarious devices of the 
Moqui cuisine. 

Not satisfied with the bountiful tribute of fruit 
yielded by their orchards, they levy assessments 
upon the wild plants of their country. The Spanish· 
bayonet and Indian fig furnish fruits much in favour 
with the Moquis, and used by them in the raw state 
or baked in ovens. 

Sheep and goats supply the greater percentage of 
their meat diet, but they are by no means averse to a 
good mess of stewed pup. They have great flocks and 
herds of sheep, goats, and donkeys; an inconsiderable 
number of cows and horses; a sufficiency of hogs, 
some chickens and turkeys, and a superabundance of 
growling, worthless dogs. 

Ovens, shaped like bee-hives, are to be found in 
every street, and also upon the roofs. They have two 
kinds of fuel-cedar branches for ordinary purposes, 
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and compressed sheep and goat manure for" firing " 
pottery. 

Silver money is used exclusively, and nickels are 
regarded with ill-concealed distrust. 

But such a determinate value is attached to buck
skin, eagle and wild turkey feathers, pelts of the Rocky 
Mountain lion, chalchihuitl, abalone, olivette shells 
(unpierced), the perforated sea-shell beads, silver 
necklaces, and other ornaments common to them
selves, the Zunis, Navajoes, and the Pueblos on the 
Rio Grande, blankets of Navajo manufacture and 
their own cotton mantles and girdles, that it would not 
be going far out of the way to dignify some or all 
of these commodities with the title of circulating 
media. 

Among their manufactures may properly be placed 
. those of saddles and bridles; table ware is made of 
pottery, but spoons and ladles of hom, wood, and 

. gourds, are in every house. 
Another industry is the making of idols, which in 

scores and scores adorn or disfigure the living rooms. 
These are generally of wood. A fuller description is 
reserved for the appropriate place. 1 

They are a hard-working people, superstitious to a 
degree, and devout pagans, possessed of an elaborate 
theology and ritual. 

Intimate commercial relations are maintained with 
the Cohoninos or Ava-Supais on the west, the Navajoes 
to· the N.E. and S.E., the Apaches and Zunis to the 

1 See p. 257. 
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south, the Pi-Utes to the north, and the Pueblos 
along the Rio Grande, Puerco, and Jemez rivers. 

They make no stimulants, but a ready market 
exists for all the native wine and brandy the people 
of Isleta can supply, as well as for any "tizm" the 
Apaches can spare from their own needs. 

They are avaricious in the extreme, vacillating and 
timid, and generally do not impress one as being so 
reliable as their immediate neighbours, the Apaches 
and Navajoes. They have not been known to engage 
in hostilities with whites or Indians since the date of 
American occupation. 

At the present day they bury their dead in the 
ground at the foot of the mesa; corpses are interred 
with heads to east and wrapped in blankets. There 
are no funeral processions, and there are no profes
sional "keeners" or mourners. 

Their religion is indeed a curious mixture, some
thing worthy of a life-study. There are to be noticed 
in it, even upon superficial examination, traces of all 
the devotional aberrations of which the human mind 
is capable. 

To begin with, the worship of ancestors is well
defined. 

No well-bred Moquj, Zuni, or other Pueblo Indian 
will eat of food without throwing into the fire a small 
crust that the spirits of their dead may not suffer.l 
The elements come in for their share of adoration, as 

1 The .Aztecs threw food into the fire in honour of the God Tlalte
cutli.--Sahagun and Torquemada, quoted by Bancroft, voL ii. p. 285. 
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do the plants and stars generally. Upon the walls of 
their Estufas are rudely scratched and painted the 
symbols of SUll, moon, morning and evening star, and 
Pleiades. 

They have the same sacred animals as the Zunis, 
prominent among which are the snake, mountain lion, 
bear, mole, and eagle. There are truly more gods 
than there are Moquis; the uglier and more mis
shapen the deity, where all are hideous and distorted, 
the more venerable in the eyes of the worshipper. 
Being an agricultural people, the Moquis naturally 
bow at the shrine of the power which dispenses or 
withholds the rain; this god of the clouds, Oma-a, 
was decidedly in the ascendancy at the time of the 
snake-dance, but it would be idle to assume that he 
was chief of the Moqui pantheon. In twenty-four 
hours the propitiatory offerings might be laid at the 
shrine of a rival. They have a vague feeling of rever
ence for As-sun-nut-li, the Woman in the Water of 
the West, from whom come beads, grains, fruits, and 
flocks. 

Sacred springs and fountains dot their country; 
many of these are walled up with masonry, and, as in 
the case of one not far from Supowlewy, have placed 
on the steps going down to ~hem votive presents of 
eagle feathers tied to twigs, of small pieces of willow 
sapling painted green, of petrified wood, and of other 
materials which the experience of the untutored 
savage has assured him will be most certain to 
placate or propitiate. 
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Each Moqui is provided 'With a talisman or amulet, 
constantly worn, and believed in with the same abid
ing faith displayed by the African towards his fetish. 
These are arbitrarily assumed to represent the deer, 
bear, eagle, lightning, phallus, or other sacred prin
ciple by which the Moqui is guided and protected. 
The efficacy of these talismans is increased tenfold 
when smeared with the blood of the animal repre
sented; in such an event the happy possessor goes 
forth confident that should bear, deer, or antelope 
cross his path it must yield to his fleet arrow or 
unerring bullets. 

Idols of large size, fifteen inches high, exist, and 
are much reverenced. Attention has been called to 
the peculiar sacredness apparently attaching to the 
concretionary sandstone "torsos" bearing a fanciful 
resemblance to human or animal forms. These have 
been found deposited in the ground, surrounded by a 
circle of globular sandstone pebbles; one dug up by 
the writer not far from Oraybe, in October 1881, had 
been thus honoured. It bore a crude likeness to a 
headless four-footed animal, either the bear or moun
tain lion. 

We here found a form of idol different from 
any before described. This may have been simply a 
comer-post of the field belonging to one of the clans, 
but the human lineaments depicted upon the surface, 
and the small sacrificial plumes buried at its feet, 
warrant the conclusion that it too was an idol. 

The Romans had a god "Terminus," who guarded 
s 
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their boundaries, and in whose honour they observed 
sacred ceremonies called "Terminalia." The Zunis 
have similar ceremonies every year, and a.~ they insist 
that they possess the same religion as the Moquis, 
there is less obstacle to the assumption than there 
might otherwise be. Human sacrifices are no longer 
indulged in, nor indeed were there found any traces 
that they ever had. been. The averment of Pedro 
Pino that all the Pueblos had maintained this horrid 
rite in secret down to a comparatively recent date 
will be found on pp. 196, 197, and is worthy of con
sideration. 

The Moquis have an implicit belief in witches and 
witchcraft, and the air about them is peopled with 
maleficent spirits. Those who live at Oraybe exorcise 
the malign influences with the chanting of hymns and 
ringing of bells. While with General. Crook at that 
isolated and scarcely-known town, in the fall of 1874, 

by good luck I had an opportunity of witnessing this 
strange mode of incantation. The whole village 
seemed to have assembled, and after shouting in a 
loud and defiant tone a hymn or litany of musical 
sound, emphasised by an energetic ringing of a bell, 
advanced rapidly, in single file, down the trail lead
ing from the crest of the precipice to the peach 
orchards below. 

The performers, some of the most important of 
whom were women, pranced around the boundaries of 
the orchard, pausing for a brief space of time ~t the 
corners, all the while singing in a high key and get-
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ting the worth of their money out of the bell. At a 
signal from the leader a rush was made for the trees, 
from which, in less than an hour, the last of the deli
cious peaches breaking down the branches were pulled 
and carried by the squaws and children to the village 
above. In the early days of spring, when the fields 
are to be tilled, the devout Moquis prepare the sacri
ficial plumes of eagle down attached to little sticks, 
which are buried in the corners of their lands. l 

Tobacco smoking plays an important part in all 
the religious celebrations of the south-western Indians. 
They have among them two kinds: that known to us 
as tobacco, and another called bunchi on the Rio 
Grande and piba by the Moquis, which latter is a low, 
squatty plant, with thick; broad, dark-green leaves, 
which have an acrid taste. Pipes are used in sacred 
ceremonies, as are hollow canes, similar to those once 
employed by the Aztecs.-V. Bancroft, vol. ii. p. 284. 

No women appeared in the snake-dance, at least 
not as active participants. The great numbers present 
confined themselves strictly to the throwing of the 
cunque or sacred meal, which figures so prominently 
in every solemn rite, and to the muttering of prayers 
whose purport was not learned. 

Inquiry developed the fact that women are ad
mitted to a full share in many of the devotional cere
monies, which in nearly every case have a dramatic 
character. 

1 "Oviedo observed certain bundles of sticks planted at the comers 
of each field" (in Nicaragua).-Bancroft, 'Vol ii. p. 719. 
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The last, but by no means the least, division of the 
rites of this ever-strange race, cannot well be discussed 
in a publication of this kind, which may find its way 
into general circulation. Allusion is made to phallic 
and obscene worship, which has a deep root in all the 
towns of the sedentary Indians, especially those of the 
Zunis and Moquis, and it may briefly be said that no 
part of the world has more to present that is repug
nant and disgusting to the sentiments and judgment 
of people brought up in the schools of a Christian 
civilisation. 

Two topics have been left untouched until this 
moment. One is the question of community of goods 
among the Indians of this country. There is not at 
the present moment, and I doubt if there ever was, at 
least among the tribes of the south-west, such a mode 
of accumulating, preserving, and distributing property 
as the Miri or Commune as it exists among the Rus
sians in our day, and which is the typical exponent of , 
this theory. 

In taking this stand I know that I am antago
nising the position maintained by Morgan, one of the 
ablest writers upon the subject of aboriginal govern
ment; but for all that, I have not the slightest 
hesitancy in affirming that no such system as 
Communism is recognised by our native tribes, and 
no such system would be tolerated by them for a 
moment. 

They are co-operative in all their labours, whether 
as hunters, herders, or tillers of the soil; but each 
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man gathers the spoils of his individual skill and 
daring, or the fruits of his own industry. The Moquis 
and Zunis, as a general but by no means absolute 
rule, plant by clans or gentes, but each farmer has 
his own patch of com, beans, and melons, and each 
matron her own little plot in which to raise onions, 
beets, chile, and other vegetables. Regular details 
are made in the different villages for such duties as 
herding, patrolling, guarding the growing crops from 
crows, or constructing the little ditches which allow 
superfluous rain to escap~; but the crops are not 
turned into a common store, nor is their distribution 
under anyone's superintendence. 

Each family puts away its own supplies, preserves 
them in bins which generally hold enough to last 
them through' a bad harvest, and cooks and eats ad 
lz""'z"tum, without reference to the wishes of any other 
persons. 

But, on the other hand, an Indian never acquires 
real estate according to our knowledge of the term. 
He has a possessory right in any strip of land he may 
cultivate, so long as that cultivation continues, and no 
longer. The moment he vacates any other member 
of the tribe may put in seed and gather the resulting 
harvest. 

As an Indian expressed himself, "'V e don't own 
the ground any more than we own the air and 
water." 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

Indian pottery-Materials and manufacture-Colouring-Animals in 
earthenware-Vessels of all kinds-Lustre on IIlll'face-Ancient 
pottery-Absorption of water. 

THE following brief description of the pottery of the 
Pueblos was originally prepared to accompany the 
small cabinet of specimens collected for Lieutenant
General Sheridan during the time that I was on duty 
among the tribes of the south-west compiling the 
ethnological notes and memoranda of a fractional 
part of which this work is a condensation. 

It is hoped that the description, incomplete as it 
is, may afford some idea of the progress attained by 
our aborigines in the ceramic art, the knowledge and 
practice of which, once widely diffused among the 
inhabitants of our country, are now confined to the 
sedentary Indians of New Mexico and Arizona. 

A short description of the mode of fabrication, 
purposes, and uses of this pottery may prove of interest, 
and is submitted for the information of readers, who 
are cautioned that only the faintest outline of the 
subject is attempted. 

The material employed is the marl and clay found 
in the immediate vicinity of most of the Pueblos: 
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this is carefully freed from grit or other extraneous 
particles, mixed with water and tempered to a paste 
of the consistency of dough; in this are incorporated 
fragments of old, pottery, crushed to the fineness of 
saw-dust, the object of the addition being apparently 
to increase the porosity of the general mass, and per
mit the free escape of air-bubbles during the process 
of firing. 

Where a fine" biscuit" is desired, the squaw from 
time to time samples the mass by putting it to her 
tongue. In the coarser varieties, minute pebbles are 
always to be found, and, in the work of the Hualpi 
Indians of Northern Arizona, pounded granite or 
mica schist. 

The entire manufacture is monopolised by the old 
squaws, many of whom evince a dexterity and artistic 
skill which excite admiration and wonder when the 
meagre facilities at their command are considered. 
They employ neither wheel, lathe, nor mould, but 
frame each article by hand alone, commencing with 
a small lump of paste, in which a depression is made 
by a rapid twirl of the thumb, addition and shape 
being given with the eye alone as guide, the material 
being constantly damped and patted with a small 
paddle of pumpkin rind. 

The desired size and shape having been obtained, 
the pottery is first exposed to the warm rays of the 
sun and thoroughly dried, and is afterwards, frequently 
although not always, rubbed and polished with a 
small smooth :flat stone. 
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The fuel employed is sheep manure pressed into 
compact cakes, which are preserved in stone bins or 
other sheltered places until needed. 

This fuel supplies a strong but equable heat well 
suited for the purpose of firing, and it may be re
marked that the inhabitants of the elevated valleys 
of Thibet make a general use of the same fuel, which 
they call Argol, and which the eminent French mis
sionary priest, the Abbe Hue, assures us is held in 
the highest repute for the qualities mentioned. The 
pieces to be fired are carefully placed upon small 
stones, and covered with cakes of the fuel, which is 
then lighted, and in the course of an hour or less the 
baked pottery is sufficiently cooled to be withdrawn 
and laid aside until required for use. 

An exception to the kind of fuel here mentioned is 
to be found among the Apaches, living near Abiquiu 
and Tierra Amarilla in the northern part of New 
Mexico, who occasionally make a very crude pottery, 
which is fired by means of the pitch or turpentine of 
the pinon tree: its inferiority in design and manu
facture alike is apparent at a glance. 

While making an examination of Indian ruins, in 
the Vude valley, Arizona, in December of last year, I 
came across a stone bin filled with what was evidently 
the chewed fibre of the century plant or mescal. 
For the information of those unacquainted with the 
subject, it is fair to say that but little of this plant 
can be eaten; by roasting, much of the starchy matter 
it contains is changed into syrup, which is sucked out 
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and the filamentary mass thrown away. The reason 
for saving these dry wads was not apparent; a plau
sible explanation, which will answer until a better be 
devised, is that they served as fuel for burning the 
pottery of the pre-historic inhabitants, who had neither 
sheep nor goats. 

Such a fuel might not be greatly inferior to the 
straw burned by the Russian Mennonites in Dakota, 
or the corn cobs consumed in the kitchens of our 
Western farmers. 

The designs are applied in red, yellow, white, and 
black, and more rarely, as will afterwards be specified, 
in green; as the squaw had no need of a model for 
giving shape, so also she gets along with without 
pattern or drawing from which to trace the totemic 
or other symbols with which she decorates her work. 
These are painted on with small brushes or pencils, 
made sometimes of the fur of the rabbit and at others 
of the fibre of the yucca. Red and yellow are fur
nished by ochreous earths, white from kaolin, and 
black from carbonaceous matter. 

Some of the manufacture to be found in the 
Pueblos on the Rio Grande, near Santa Fe, has a 
semi - crystalline lustre due to the presence in the 
earth of small particles of half-disintegrated mica 
schist. 

The colours are applied before firing, which incor
porates them thoroughly with the body of the potterY 
itself. While full rein seems, at first inspection, to 
have been given to individual taste and fancy in the 

Digitized by Coogle 



266 SNAKE-DANCE OF THE MOQUIS. 

matter of decoration, a closer examination will show 
that besides the designs of a purely ornamental type, 
such as checker -work or :flower forms, there are 
two general classes of ornamentation-the totemic, 
reproducing such clan marks as the deer or other 
animals, and those in which the symbolism is of a 
more pronouncedly religious character, as the SUD, 

snake, or the sea-serpent, frog, and tadpole, the last 
to be seen on the sacred pottery baskets in which are 
kept the sacred corn -meal and the holy water used 
during their religious ceremonies and dances. Animal 
figures occur with great frequency in all the pottery 
ornamentation, flowers and plants being delineated 
only at comparatively rare intervals. Several of the 
examples of floral ornamentation purchased at Acoma 
and Laguna discovered artistic abilities of a very 
high order, and would have been no discredit to 
our best American ceramists: unfortunately, these 
prized specimens were crushed into fragments in 
packing. 

Di Cesnola (Cyprus, p. 94) speaks of finding vases 
of bright red or black varnished ware of globular 
form, upon which the decorations consisted of zigzag 
lines and other simple geometrical patterns" incised 
deeply into the clay, and afterwards filled in with a 
white substance, probably plaster." 

Two fragments of this ware were found by Mr. 
Schliemann in his Trojan excavations (engraved in 
Troy and its Remains, p. 135), and "there seems 
to be little doubt of the great antiquity of this 
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class of pottery." No pottery answering to this 
description is to be found among the Moquis in our 
country, or in the ruins of Arizona . 

.Animal figures are not only delineated upon the 
various earthen vessels made by the Pueblo Indians, 
but the vessels themselves are shaped into animal 
forms which are sure to attract attention from the 
grotesque exactness with which the characteristics of 
the animal represented are adhered to. 

The potters of Zuni, Acoma, and Laguna surpass 
all others in this class of work, those of the first
named Pueblo excelling most in the figures of owls 
and tortoises, and those of the last two in fishes and 
oxen. It is noticeable that earthenware owls, almost 
identical with those now made in Zuni, have been 
exhumed from ruins in Arizona, in districts inhabited 
by the fierce Apache for hundreds of years. 

Small figures of animals half-baked or unbaked 
are from time to time placed in the Estufas of the 
Moquis, and similar ones have been excavated from 
the ruins near Prescott, A.T. 

The Pueblos nearer to Santa Fe display more of 
an inclination to reproduce misshapen and distorted 
"figurines," which are most generally obscene-and 
probably at one time served as idols, much as the 
painted wooden" rain-gods" (so-called) of the Moquis 
do at this day. This, however, is mere conjecture. 

Prince, in his work on Pottery and Porcelain, 
p. 93, gives a description which may apply to this 
case. 
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"Small statues and figures were in favour and common among 
the Romans, representing a great variety of subjects, mythological 
and real Actors, buffoons, dwarfs, portrait figures abound_ 
Wherever the Roman power extended in Europe, these 
figures were found in quantity. They were called Sigillia or 
Sigillaria, the last days of the Saturnalia, called Sigillaria, being 
the time when it was. customary to make presents of these 
images." 

It may possibly be that this custom was trans
planted from Spain, but another and more plausible 
explanation would be that these originally were in
tended for' cinerary urns or mortuary vases, and that 
when cremation, if it ever existed along the Rio 
Grande, was superseded by burial in the earth, these 
figures were still manufactured., no longer for service, 
but first as emblems and at last as toys. Such 
a custom obtained in Yucatan. "Cremation in 
Yucatan was reserved for the higher classes. An 
image of the dead. person was made ;~f wood for 
a king, of clay for a noble. The back part of the 
head of this image was hollowed out, and a portion 
9f the body having been burned, the ashes were placed 
in this hollow, which was covered with the skin of the 
occiput of the corpse."-Bancroft, voL ii. p. 801. In 
another place (same volume, pp. 612 and 614) he says 
that statues were made in honour of the dead Mexican 
kings, and cites Duran to the effect that the bones of 
a certain king were placed inside of a pottery statue. 
He tells us also (p. 608) that the Aztecs and other 
Mexican. tribes cremated. Davis (Conquest of New 
Mexico, p. 169) says that the people of Cibola burned 
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their dead. Cibola is supposed by some to be the 
Moqui, by others the Zuni villages. 

Herbert Spencer, Principles of Sociology, c. xxi., 
gives the following information, which may be of 
servIce :-

"The Mexicans, according to Gomara, closed the box (in 
which some hair and teeth of the deceased king were present), 
and placed above it a wooden figure, shaped and adorned like 
the deceased. Then they made great offerings, and placed them 
where he was burned and before the box and figure •.•• 

" So also the Egyptians often worshipped mummies in cases 
shaped and painted to represent the dead man. The Mexicans 
practised cremation, and, when men killed in battle were missing, 
they made figures of them, and, after honouring these, burnt 
them and buried the ashes." 

Vases in forms of animals,-D.shes, dogs, chickens, 
ducks, etc., exhumed at Dali, are represented on p. 98 
of Di Cesnola's Cyprus. Schlie mann says (Mycent1!, 
p. 260), "Vases of terra-cotta in forms -of animals . 
were frequent at Troy." It may be added that, ac
cording to his own writings, they must have been 
frequent at Mycenre also. 

The purposes for which this pottery is made are 
too numerous to mention; they include an answer to 
almost every demand in the domestic economy of 
this singular people, such as receptacles for the pre
servation of various foods, platters and pots in which 
to cook it or set it upon the Hoor when ready for con
sumption, spoons, cups, plates, ladles, the sacred 
dishes already spoken of,- paint and salt holders, and 
last, but by no means least, drums and chimneys. To 
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make the drums, a large olla is selected, one that 
will hold from five to ten gallons, and covered tightly 
with a sheepskin, upon which the performer beats 
with a curved stick. The music extracted seems " to 

sooth the savage breast," but in nearly every case 
gives civilised people a violent headache. 

The chimneys of most of the Pueblos are con
structed of ollas which have passed the heyday of 
their youth and usefulness for other purposes. The 
bottoms are carefully knocked out and one pot placed 
above another until the necessary height is reached, 
the whole structure being held in place by a plaster 
of mud. 

No well-defined example of glazing has yet been 
found in the pottery of the American Indians of the 
south-west. That to which the term glazed has 
in time past been applied without due consideration,. 
is now conceded by the most careful thinkers to be 
nothing more or less than fragments of vessels used 
for cooking purposes, and in which a partial vitrifica
tion of the siliceous or saline particles present in 
the clay itself had been accomplished by the long
continued application of heat. The polish upon 
these fragments may also have been occasioned by 
attrition with corn cobs and sharp pieces of slate, 
which are used by the squaws in cleaning all culinary 
vessels. 

Prince (Pottery and Porcelain, pp. 17 to 35) 
defines glazed pottery as pottery covered with a thin 
coating of glass. Different mixtures are used to form 
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this glaze, the practical result being the same that 
when the pottery covered with the glazing mixture is 
baked, the mixture fuses and forms a thin transparent 
glass, covering the ware and any painting which has 
been placed on it. Schliemann (MycenfB, p. 284) 
refers to the discovery of a "very large quantity of 
hand-made or very ancient wheel-made pottery. To 
the former category belongs a vase which has been 
wrought to a lustrous surface by hand-polishing." . 

The black polished specimens of modem manu
facture 80 frequently designated as glazed, should 
more properly be called "varnished." They correspond 
in description to the specimens unearthed by Schlie
mann at l\'Iycenre, and by him called" monochromatic 
black lustrous." 

This variety is much prized by the Indians for its 
power to withstand sudden extremes of tempera
ture. It is found in greatest plenty in the Pueblos 
on the Rio Grande, notably in that of San Juan. 

Squiers (Nicaragua) quotes the remark of Mr. W. 
W. Edwards, Voyage up the Amazon, to the effect 
that this black lustre is there "produced by a resinous 
gum found in the forests, which was gently rubbed 
over the vessels, previously warmed over a bed of 
coals." 

The Indians of Acoma and Laguna make use of a 
bright green pigment applied in circular blotches to 
their pottery before firing, which fixes it to the surface 
in such a way that it may almost be called a glaze; 
the composition of this pigment was not learned: 
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there is some reason to believe that it is of modern 
introduction. 

The strongest pottery of modern make is to be 
found in the Moqui villages. These are situated on 
the crests of vertical sandstone bluffs, from 500 to 
800 feet above the springs and reservoirs yielding 
their supply of water. All that is used for culinary 
or drinking purposes has to be carried on the backs of 
squaws who patiently trudge up and down the steep 
and giddy paths traced in the faces of the precipices, 
each bearing upon her shoulders an ol1a, holding from 
three to six gallons, a weight of which the strongest 
man would soon grow weary. 

The antique pottery of North America differs 
from that of modern manufacture in being firmer 
in texture and generally simpler in ornamentation. 
The necessities of their surroundings made the 
Pueblo Indians of the past more careful in the pre
paration of their biscuit and its firing; checker, and 
right line decoration in black, white, and red, 
are the typical forms of its ornamentation, a rule, 
however, honoured as much in the breach as in the 
observance. 

The colouring upon most of the fragments of 
antique pottery strewing the hills of Arizona is as 
vivid as the day when applied. Analogous to this is 
the pottery of Tyrius, which, although "exposed for 
2300 years to sun and rain, has lost none of its fresh
ness."-Schliemann, Mycenre, pp. 15-16. 

The important part played by pottery in the 
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domestic economy of the Moquis and other sedentary 
Indians causes us to marvel why, in the long course of 
centuries during which they have been acquainted with 
its manufacture, they have not invented some such 
labour-saving appliances as the wheel, which has been 
known to the world from the highest antiquity. Tylor 
(Anthropology, p. 275) states that "in the wall
paintings of the tombs of the kings, Egyptian potters 
are represented at work." 

Wheel-made pottery was exhumed by Schliemann 
at Mycenre and Troy (Mycerue passim). And yet 
hand-made pottery is still made in our own day in 
the Hebrides (Tylor, Anthropology). 

The forms of the ancient pottery of Arizona and 
New Mexico are various; small animals, of terra-cotta, 
are occasionally unearthed. A very large well-baked 
and well-shaped owl, was excavated from the ruin close 
to the ranch of Mr. C. E. Cooley in Cochise Co., Arizona. 
It was, according to his statement, an exact duplicate 
of those made by the Zunis at this day. Some of the 
specimens found are painted, some void of all decora
tion; and the painted vessels are decorated on the 
exterior or interior or both. There are specimens 
which would seem to indicate that they had been made 
by laying strip upon strip of moist clay; others are 
marked as if they had been pressed in the damp state 
into a basket which was afterwards burned away, 
and many again are plainly indented with the finger
nails of the makers. 

Pitchers are by no means uncommon, with and 
T 
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without lips and handles; the mass of perfect pieces 
f~ under the classes of large ollas, holding from two 
to four gallons-medium, of a capacity of one gallon, 
and bowls or basins of all dimensions, from those of 
a small cup up to those holding one gallon and 
more. 

Small ladles, with hollow handles through which 
to suck the broth contained in the bowl of the ladle 
itself, occur in the ruins along the Verde River, and 
are the prototypes of the dippers used by the Moquis 
at this time. 

In a monograph upon the Antiquities of New 
Mexico and A'l'izona, Dr. H. J. Hoffman falls into the 
error of supposing that the Zunis and Moquis do not 
use the polishing stone. This must have been stated 
without due consideration, as the polishing stone can 
be seen in use whenever the squaws put the finishing 
touches to their pottery. 

A determination of the specific gravity of several 
specimens (antique) made by myself was, for the 
coarse real variety used for cooking utensils, 2.07, 
and for the finely kneaded, compact yellow and 
blue-gray biscuit, 2.24, a slight difference from Dr_ 
Hoffman's results, which may, nevertheless, be more 
trustworthy than my own, as my facilities were 
not of the best. 

The fine-grained specimens absorbed 6 per cent 
of their own weight of water, and the coarse 10 per 
cent in twenty-four hours. I will close this long 
article by saying that Mr. F. H. Cushing, who has 
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lived among the Zunis for several years, has given 
much attention to the study of aboriginal ceramic 
art and decoration, and an authoritative work from 
him may BOon be expected upon this important 
topic. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

Bead work-A Budden .storm-The cliff-dweilers. 

No description has been given of the bead-work of 
the Moquis, for the reason that they manufacture this 
on a small scale only. 

They do make beads out of shells, but these they 
wear in strings about their necks. The Moquis, and 
in fact all the Pueblo Indians, have cylindrical buck
skin cases, encrusted with beads, in which they insert 
their side tresses. These are but seldom used, and 
very likely have been obtained from the Utes on the 
north. Neither do they do any work in porcupine 
quills, unless we dignify by such a name the few 
anklets of that material to be seen in some of their 
dances. 

We were compelled, by reason of constant storms, 
to remain at Keam's ranch for several days. We 
killed time by conversations with the Navajoes, which, 
if they gave no data beyond what had been obtained 
at Fort Defiance early in the spring, at least corro
borated all that had then been learned. 

The first evening after our arrival, as the sun was 
setting, the mist thickened suddenly, and a fearful 
cloud -burst broke upon us; in less time than it 
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takes to write these lines it had flooded the creek
bed, raised the water to a depth of three inches on 
the level ground around the house, carried away the 
dam, which was built of ponderous sandstone slabs 
two feet on a side, and then subsided as quickly as it 
had come. 

Inside of half an hour the whole tempest had 
come and gone. Eight to ten feet of water had swept 
like a solid wall down the narrow channel of the creek, 
and the stars were again shining I 

A romour came that one of the Navajoes had been 
killed by lightning; a romour discredited at first, but 
accepted when a messenger came in to tell Garry
owen that it was his uncle, and that he must go 
home to cc sing" over the corpse. 

Before going to bed we had a visit from Ostin
Nalihe, a Navajo verging on old age. He confirmed 
previous reports concerning As-sun-nut-li (The 
Woman in the Ocean). 

This goddess is of double sex, and has dispensed 
many favours to the Navajoes. She sent blue corn 
to the men, and white corn to the women. She also 
sent them sea-shell beads. The Navajoes formerly 
obtained beads from the Moquis and Cohoninos, who 
used to get them from As-sun-nut-li (i.e. used to 
make pilgrimages to the Pacifi'c Ocean) and bring 
back shells to be worked into beads). 

When property is stolen there are men who will 
sing to Aa-sun-nut-li, and learn from her who the 
culprit is. 
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Years ago, before they had seen the Moquis, the 
Navajoes used to live over on the other side of the 
Sierra la Plata, and there they hunted the buffalo; 
did not know whether the Moquis ever hunted the 
buffalo or not. The Navajoes "came up out of the 
ground" on the other side of the Sierra la Plata, and 
lived there for a number of years. At that time the 
Moquis ranged around here, and had plenty of horses, 
sheep, and cattle. 

The Navajoes in those days used to raid upon the 
Moquis. 

The Apaches once were Navajoes; they still speak 
the Navajo language. They came here first, ., a long 
time ago," but how long he could not say, only it was 
before the time of four old men (i.e. his father, grand
father,great-grandfather, and great-great-grandfather). 
His ancestors told him this. As-sun-nut-li had some
thing to do with this; exactly how much he did not 
know. (This may be a vague tradition of a migration 
by water.) . 

When I told him that away up in the north, where 
the snow and ice cover the ground for months at a 
time, there were large bands of Indians speaking the 
Navajo language (alluding to the Tinneh and Kutchin 
tribes in British America), Ostin-Nalihe replied, 
that when the Apaches left two other bands left also, 
and went north. This last tale I gave no credence 
to : the old man's manner showed that he made it up 
on the spur of the moment to impress me with his 
ability to answer every question. 
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He confirmed all that I had been told of the 
Navajo clans, who make over forty. 

Hemerelygavemethe names of the Tutsoni or Water 
gens, the Todichini or Alkali gens, the Topa-au or Near 
the W ster's Edge, the Tohanni or Close to Water, the 
Tzinachini or Wooded Mountain gens, and a few others: 

The Navajoes do not marry in their own clan; if 
they did, " their bones would dry up and they would 
die." There are many descendants of the Pueblos 
among the Navajoes. Ostin-Nalihe went so far as 
to assert that whole bands of Pueblos had run 
away from the U Mexicans" long ago, and joined the 
Navajoes; among these were the Maydishkishdi or 
Mountain Cayotes, .who used to live in the Pueblo of 
Jemez, the Klogni, the Kiajanni, and others. 

The Navajoes say that the cliff-dwellers were 
carried off from this country by a bad wind.' He 
repeated this statement without explaining his mean
ing. Was this bad wind a pestilence or an epidemic' ~ 
Such a supposition is not altogether unreasonable. 
Famine, syphilis, and pestilence from filth constantly 
threaten the Moquis in our own day. 

In front of Keam's store, high up on the opposite 
side of the canon, in a niche in the vertical face of the 
rock, is a pyramidal pile of stones, placed there by 
the ancestors of the present Moquis, so they say. It 
is not now possible to approach it, the trail which 
formerly must have run along the face of the cliff, and 
portions of which are still visible, having been carried 
away by a landslide or something of that kind. 
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Fate of a missionary-Mushangnewy-A natural fortress-Plor 
aceommodation - Use of American implements - The first 
vehicle. 

AUGUST 15, 1881.-The morning hours were bright, 
and gave rise to hopes of fair weather, but as the 
afternoon advanced we were again disappointed at 
seeing great banks of black and brown vapour massing 
right over the house. A few drops pattered on the 
dirt roof, a scattering fusillade followed, and then the 
flood poured down, covering the ground for a couple 
of inches in depth, and bounding over the walls of the 
canon in muddy cascades of varying volume. Of 
these one, tawny as the mane of an African lion, 
sprang from bench to bench, pausing upon each long 
enough to send a cloud of muddy spray high in the 
air, and then, with a roar to appall the stoutest heart, 
descended to lower levels in a torrent sweeping every
thing before its path. 

Seeing only in such a case· is believing. Nodes
cription could do justice to one of these Arizona 
cloud-bursts. Mr. Keam's house lies in a narrow gorge 
only 100 yards wide, and the receptacle of every drop 
of water falling within an area of ten miles ~quare. 
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It does not take much calculation to show the power 
of one of the stonns prevailing here during the rainy 
season. 

We succeeded in hiring as guide Nahi-vehma (the 
Peacemaker), who spoke Navajo and Moqui fluently, 
and had a frail knowledge of English and Spanish. 
He told us about the Spanish missionary who "long 
ago" had come among his people preaching with a 
cross in his hand. He said that God had a Son, but 
couldn't tell who God's wife was, so the Moquis threw 
him over the precipice. 

The next morning (August 16), to our great joy, 
we were able to resume our journey. Within four 
hours we had passed round the corner of the first 
mesa and the spot where we had left our ambulance 
while at the snake-dance. Shortly after this we 
became entangled in a series of high sand-dunes, 
rippled by the winds as are the sea-beaches by the 
waves. 

Here the labour became very severe upon our 
mules. The valley between the eastern mesa and 
that upon which stand the Pueblos of Mushangnewy, 
Supowlewy, and Sumopowy, is from five to seven 
miles broad, sloping down in a gentle grade to the 
middle, where, during the rainy season, is to be 
found a stream flowing from the north and joining 
that which issues from Moqui canon. At the mo
ment of our passage this brook was 20 feet wide, 
3 to 6 inches in depth, and flowing with a swift 
current, the result, as we thought, of some one of 

Digitized by Coogle 



282 SNAKE.-DANCE OF THE MOQUIS. 

, 
the countless storms then deluging the hills and 
valleys. 

In this valley and along the trail we pursued were 
of com. squashes, 
the last 10 inches '""'",''''''' 

and between 14 inches fro?:i¥. 
petals. 

Every half mile or so a startled Moqui boy would 
jump up from the ravine in which he lazily sprawled 
at full length watching his goats and sheep. Scarcely 
less wild than his flock, his flight would be stopped 

reassurmg aPi-vehma. 
sevolution of wheels drs,,, 

nearer to the 
the outlines 

corn-fields increased in number, each guarded by its 
double line of scarecrows-the animate and inanimate, 
-the former the glittering-eyed Moqui children 
sheltered in lodges of branches. 

mass of 
vleitation of 

10wever, spevt 
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the moment of attaining 
Mushangnewy. 

e,verhead, 
; the force 
valleys and 

of its powee 
the foot of the mesa of 

This mesa is a precipice several hundred feet 
in altitude, rising out of a sub-structure of clay, which 

at an angle degrees 
between ef the "mesa 

This clay, and 
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in all possible directions by ravines and arroyos, 
ranging from 2 feet to 200 feet in depth, across and 
between which runs a maze of sheep and goat and 
donkey trails. In every available nook are gardens 
protected with laborious care: these are not more 
than 15 feet square, and are enclosed with rough 
masonry walls, under which pass at suitable points 
little canals of wood, stone, and clay, to carry off any 
superfluous water. 

I examined all these gardens, and saw onions, corn, 
chile, beans, and other vegetables, all growing finely. 
I formed the impression that many of these were seed 
patches, but the greater number were for the purpose 
of raising onions and chile. 

Above the gardens, around a bend in a deep 
ravine, were springs and reservoirs, which determined 
our bivouac for the night. The mules were unhitched 
on the summit of a small rounded clay knoll, which 
would shed water almost as fast as it fell. 

While Gordon and Smallwood were getting every
thing ready for the night a deputation of Indians
men, women, and children~escended the trail from 
their village above in the rocks, greeted us kindly, 
shook hands, made us a present of two green peaches, 
and asked for tobacco. One of the men had an 
unsightly protuberance on the inside of the right 
knee-joint, and varicose veins in both legs. One of 
the little boys had long woolly hair like a Hottentot. 
Another of the men had in his hand a bunch of 
field-rats, which he made signs that he was going to 
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eat, saying that they were "lolamai" (good). We 
afterwards discovered that they were to be given to 
the caged eagles in the village. 

I returned with them to their houses, climbing a 
very steep trail, which first took us across a series of 
small hills of sand and clay. We passed five or six 
pyramidal piles of sandstone, identical in appearance 
with those in the niche in the wall of the caiion 
opposite Keam's ranch. 

That these had a symbolical purport I suspect very 
strongly without being ready to assert it. It is very 
probable that they are reminiscences of a former age 
in which stone worship prevailed, and of which other 
suggestions constantly obtrude themselves upon one's 
notice in travelling through the villages of this people. 

This surmise was not weakened by finding that 
only 15 or 20 feet distant was a sacred spring, a 
pretty little source of cold water, dug out and walled 
up with masonry, and having steps of stone running 
down to the bottom, where the respect and venera
tion of adoring Moquis were typified by sacrificial 
plumes of eagle feathers, and by the little green
painted sticks so frequently noticed as votive offerings 
in all niches and in front of all idols. 

From the sacred spring a long flight of steps, built 
into the scarp wall of the precipice, conducted us to a 
flat bench a little below the rim of the mesa, but 
about 150 or maybe 200 feet above the clay and sand 
hummocks upon which the piles of sandstone were 
arranged. Here the upper extremity of this staircase 
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was spanned by a heavy bold archway of sandstone 
boulders, and, in all respects, was one of the most 
impregnable approaches I have ever seen or read of. 
To attempt to carry Mushangnewy by direct assault 
would be madness and an impossibility, UlilesB the 
commander of the attacking forces should be willing 
to water each step with the choicest blood of his 
bravest men. We stepped out from this stone stair
case into one of the small peach orchards of the Pueblo. 
The fruit-bearing trees were protected by palisades of 
cedar branches, and the tender shoots were surrounded 
by walls of rocks, partly, as I inferred, to afford pro
tection from the severe winds, and partly to keep 
them from being nibbled or trampled by goats and 
donkeys. 

At the end of the orchard several trails converged 
upon that which we had followed. These must be 
easier of ascent and descent, because upon them were 
seen a great many "burros" laden with cedar branches 
for fuel. It by no means follows that these donkeys 
could not and would not run up and down the stone 
stairs I have just been describing. They go any
where that a man can ascend or descend without 
hanging on by his hands, and on ·this very staircase 
were hoof-prints to show that donkeys had passed by. 

Loaded animals could not well force themselves and 
cargoes through the narrow stone archway, for which 
reason, and which reason only, more circuitous routes 
of travel had to be adopted. 

I have never yet seen a donkey climb a tree. The 
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feat perhaps is impossible, but if any donkey ever 
does succeed in doing it, it will be a donkey from 
Mushangnewy. 

One of the Moquis coming close enough, I ~topped 
him and-made signs to our ambulance and then to his 
wood, and lastly to some money in my hand. He 
understood me, and for two silver dimes started down 
the precipice to deliver to Gordon and Smallwood a 
sufficiency of fuel for cooking our supper and break
fast. 

On the outskirts of the town are great dump-piles. 
In these are compactly pressed the garbage, ashes, and 
offal of departed generations. The filth and vileness 
of the present day have been left to cast their fragrance 
upon the air of the town, which has as disgusting an 
appearance as some of the slums and purlieus of New 
York. 

While I was writing my notes, seated upon this 
indurated mass of prehistoric offal, half a dozen Moquis 
drew near--one of them an Albino-and asked if I 
was Mo-mo-nee (Mormon). A score of paces farther 
led me into the town of Mushangnewy, a small affair, 
containing not much-if any--over 200 people. The 
houses are of two and three stories, built of sandstone 
rubble laid in mud. They surround a small plaza or 
public square not more than fifty paces on a side. In 
the centre of this plaza is an underground Estufa. 
The general make-up of Mushangnewy is modelled so 
closely upon the pattern of Hualpi and the other towns 
on the eastern mesa, that a more particular descrip-
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tion is not called for. The villages or towns on the 
eastern mesa are much cleaner and in better order, 
their proximity to the edge of the mesa making it 
easy for them to get rid of all decaying or noxious 
matter. 

Their houses, too, are of more commodious size 
than those of Mushangnewy, where the rooms are 
quite small and low, mere dog-kennels, I might say, 
and of the average dimensions of 10 by 8 feet on the 
floor and 6 feet high. 

Moqui houses generally, on the ground-floor, have 
a depth of at least three rooms. The first will be a 
living room, the next a store-room for food and dishes, 
and the third will be a receptacle for farming utensils, 
but there is no certainty in this any more than there 
would be in our own houses. 

From the provision made for winter, one would be 
led to suspect that the storms of snow and wind and 
rain attacking Mushangnewy must be very severe. 
Upon the roof of every house were nicely stacked 
great piles of cedar wood, and, in juxtaposition with 
these, strings of corn were hanging from every wall. 

I took a seat in an empty room to shelter myself 
as well as I could from the chilling rain which had by 
this time soaked through my clothes, and was running 
down my spinal column in a cascade of imposing 
dimensions. 

The Moquis had secluded themselves in their 
apartments, and as no one had come up to offer me 
the freedom of the city, I was compelled to make 
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myself at home. I helped myself to a wooden stool, 
and was prospecting around for a nice ripe melon, 
when the shrill whistling scream of a caged eagle 
startled me so that I looked to find that I was the 
focus of a dozen pairs of eyes, all of men and boys-
the women and girls having betaken themselves to 
places of concealment, from which, I have no doubt, 
they scrutinised minutely my every movement. It 
was an indescribable sensation, that of being "a 
stranger in a strange land," an object of curiosity to 

. the men and of apprehension and fear to the women 
and children. 

The Indians who had come down to our ambulance 
and those encountered on my way up to the Pueblo 
had acted in a perfectly friendly manner, as indeed 
did those who were now gathering about me. But it 
was absolutely certain that very few strangers had 
ever reached the "penetralia" of Mushangnewy. I 
spoke pleasantly to those who were nearest, and suc
ceeded in making them understand that I wanted to 
look through their houses; no objection was inter
posed, and one or two of them even accompanied me. 
They seemed greatly perplexed by my unaccountable 
behaviour in stopping every few steps to note any 
item of consequence. 

We saw plenty of cats, dogs, bU1TOs, and 
chickens: the roosters crowed defiantly, the cats 
humped themselves in readiness for hostilities, and 
the mangy dogs snarled and snapped at our heels 
at every corner. 
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Only the donkeys gazed upon us with an expres
sion of benignity, born of sympathy and fellow-feeling. 

The town was decidedly filthy. There were the 
usual piles of vegetab1e garbage and animal offal and 
ordure to be expected in places as small and poor and 
low in the social scale. There were great bundles of 
green corn-shucks and water-melon rinds lying round 
loose for the delectation of peaceful burros and naked 
children. 

An assortment of agricultural implements, hoes, 
spades, and shovels, of American manufacture, was to 
be seen in every dwelling. The rain suddenly ceased 
about 6 P.M., after Moran, who had come up to join 
me, and I had been thoroughly soaked. We descended 
into an Estufa, which in all respects was the dupli
cate of those described on the eastern mesa, especi
ally those in poorer condition. In size, p08ition~ and 
filthy smell it is their counterpart. 

There were no designs on the walls. It posse88ed 
at date of our entry three or four stone stools, a couple 
of fine stone mortars and pestles, with fresh green 
paint still adhering to them, and the customary et
ceteras of sacrificial plumes, buckskin masks, gourds, 
and tortoise-shell rattles. 

The people of Mushangnewy have the ordinary 
large earthenware olla, but also use large gourds 
for holdiDg water. 

They have abalone shells for neck pendants and 
for ornaments in their dances. Their houses contain 
pottery of the same patterns as made on the eastern 

u 
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mesa, and also "boomerangs," rabbit-skin mantles, 
sheep-pelts for couches, with coverings of coarse, 
domestic blankets woven in narrow, transverse blue, 
black, and white stripes. 

String after string of cut and dried pumpkins hang 
from the rafters; baskets of their own make, both 
plain and coloured, or with symbolical figures inter
woven; Navajo blankets, gourd and earthenware 
ladles, Navajo lariats of buckskin, ollas and jugs of 
all sizes, and rows of coarse, wooden, and nearly 
always unpainted, idols. 

Besides the Estufa in the centre of the plaza 
there were three others on the outer line of the Pueblo, 
built along the crest of the precipice, whose vertical 
face serves them as an inner wall. 

The timber in these Estufas had been cut with 
blunt, perhaps stone, implements, and the ladders 
were held together with raw hide. They were all 
dank, noisome dungeons; each had stone stools and 
mortars and pestles for grinding paints. In one was 
a number of tablet head-dresses, closely similar to 

those exhibited at Santo Domingo. In another was II. 

blanket, just commenced upon its frame, and two 
rabbit-skin mantles lying on the stone pavement. 

At the foot of the precipice, which goes down 75 
feet without a break from a vertical line, are the sheep 
and goat corrals; and below these, on a broad, fiat 
shelf, a reservoir of water. 

The summit of the mesa we could now make out 
to be about 500 feet above our ambulance. 
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We examined every house in the town, and found 
in each the articles specified above. Stone hammers 
were seen in common use. 

Going back to our bivouac for supper, we carried 
with us two fairly-ripe water-melons, for which we 
paid a nickel each. 

The women and girls evinced less fear, and when 
they perceived that we were in the market as pur
chasers of melons and any other garden truck they 
might want to sell, they became very friendly. 

We walked back with our purchases, pausing long 
enough on the edge of the precipice to notice that, 
under the steep cliffs of· sandstone and on the flat 
surface of the clay slope, reservoirs had been laid out 
to receive and store all the water draining from the 
heights above. 

The people coming down from Mushangnewy to 
our bivouac were intensely interested in the ambu
lance, which they examined attentively in all its parts. 
For reasons which could not be learned, they painted 
snakes on the felloes. 

I have not a doubt that many of them had never 
seen a wheeled vehicle of the kind before, certainly 
not so close to their own homes. 

The sun sinking behind the western clouds threw 
a rosy and golden flush upon the battlements of 
Supowlewy; the salient angles stood out bold and 
prominent in the brilliant light, relieved by the gloom 
of the re-entrants. 

Perched upon the summit of its impregnable crag 
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of sandstone, both it and its neighbour Mushang
newy might have stood for types of feudal castles, 
and we for poor benighted travellers wearily trudging 
along the Iring's highway, fearful of attack from the 
wicked knights whose home was above with their 
kindred spirits the predatory hawks and eagles. 

Another deputation of Moquis arrived as we 
squatted down on the ground to eat our supper. 
Their ostensible mission was to see N &hi -vehma. 
They expressed great pleasure at meeting us, and 
insisted . every few moments upon shaking hands 
and calling out lolamai. Suspecting what was the 
matter, I ordered Smallwood to open a can of pre
served pine-apples and to give them also a couple of 
handfuls of hard tack from the stores we were now 
obliged to watch with such jealous care. We had 
already used up about two-thirds of the supplies, and 
unless we found Mormon settlements on the Colorado 
Chiquito would suffer before reaching Fort Apache. 
That night we slept undisturbed, and upon awaken
ing next morning were delighted with the prospect of 
the first absolutely clear day for nearly a month. 

There were yet a few lingering battalions of sullen 
clouds, the rearguard of a broken, retreating army, 
making a8 bold a front as possible, but from these we 
did not fear much; even as I wrote the blue spaces 
in the sky were enlarging, and the sun, in the full 
majesty of his golden light, was ascending the 
eastern horizon. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

A return to the Pueblo-Goata and donkeys-A wealthy woman 
-The children of the village. 

LoNG before day-dawn we received our first detach
ment of visitors-men, women, children, dogs, and 
" burros." 

The men of Mushangnewy wear the same dress as 
the men of the eastern villages, when they wear any 
at all. This appears to be a matter of individual 
taste and discretion; numbers of them, both inside 
their own houses or while visiting us, had worn 
absolutely nothing except a breech-clout. Each, 
however, kept a coarse blanket in which, when so 
disposed, he wrapped himself up with the stolidity of 
a Sioux and the dignity of a Bedouin. 

One of the visitors in the first detachment was an 
Albino boy, the second we had seen belonging to this 
town. 

We made these visitors a present of the two 
water-melons purchased last night. These melons were 
a dark green on the outside and looked ripe, but upon 
being opened their hearts and seeds were discovered 
to be perfectly white, and their pulp cucumbery in 
taste. We had a golden opportunity to get up a 
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reputation for generosity, even if we bestowed upon 
our neighbours a first-class attack of colic. The 
Moquis relished the gift extremely, and left nothing 
beyond a thin green rind. 

Mr. Moran was much better this morning. Last 
night he refused to eat any supper, and complained of 
headache and general debility. I conjectured that he 
was threatened with a slight typhoid attack, which we 
both had every reason to apprehend from exposure to 
rain and chilly winds, burning suns, irregular and at 
times poor food, dirt, discomfort, and rotten Pueblo 
Estufas and houses. 

The only thing in the shape of medicine or stimu
lant with our party was a bottle, half-used, of Brown's 
Jamaica Ginger. This I administered on the old 
woman's principle, that" if it didn't do him any good 
it wouldn't do him any harm," wrapped him up as 
warmly as possible in our damp blankets, and let him 
go to sleep. 

Before breakfast we walked together a little dis
tance up the ravine to the" seed-beds," which num
bered by actual count twenty-seven, and then to the 
walled reservoir with stone steps leading down to the 
water. Near by was a hillside covered with frag
ments of pottery, also a half-obliterated trail, which 
we followed until it led to an old ruin, traceable by 
the lines of sandstone blocks, fragments of pottery, 
and obsidian flakes scattered over the ground. The 
identity of this hill can readily be established by the 
outcroppings of coal which occur on its flank. 
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Coming down to the reservoir and "seed-gardens" 
were a half-dozen or more children, without exception 
pretty and bright. The men and women, on their part, 
impress one as good - natured but stupid. They 
evinced no fear of us at our own bivouac, which they 
could approach after deliberate reconnaisance. Doubt 
and apprehension were uppermost in their minds 
whenever we pounced out upon them from behind a 
sheltering rock, or disclosed ourselves in some abrupt 
bend of the deep and narrow ravine. None of them 
ran, not even the children, but they hurried by, im
pelled by motives of prudence to get as far away from 
us as possible. . 

Breakfast was hurriedly swallowed, and then we 
began an ascent to the Pueblo, taking a different path 
from that followed last evening. The one chosen 
this morning was nothing but a sheep and goat trail, 
and as we slowly made our way upward, among, 
between, and around weather - beaten sandstone 
boulders, or under sentinel crags whose grim heads, 
reaching cloudward, bore the marks of many a Titanic 
struggle with the winds and rains of eternity, her,ds 
of goats skipped nervously past us, the leader giving 
his rammy bleat of warning that it would not do to 
go too near us. The attending herders saluted, with 
friendly nods and smiling faces, "lolamais," and 
vigorous thumpings, the last applied to the ribs 
of their burros, which became greatly frightened 
whenever we attempted to draw near. 

A score or more of particularly old rams assembled 
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in cabinet council upon the walls of their corral, 50 
. or 75 feet above us, to determine what manner of 
creatures we were. 

Their beards wagged philosophically to and fro, as 
if to assure us that their deliberations were to be ealm. 
and impartial. Their heads were put close together 
in brief consultation. There was a short interval of 
suspense, succeeded by a prolonged b~-a-a-a of dis
trust, which notified all the flocks and herds within 
earshot of the echoing cliffs that the decision had. 
been adverse, and no communication was to be held 
with us. 

Every little while an awe-struck herder would 
come up close to me, glance in stupid wonderment 
at my swiftly-moving pencil and the written charac
ters left in its trail, or go to Mr. Moran to examine 
his drawings, which were invariably looked at side
ways. 

This was so marked that Moran called myatten
tion to it, and from this on we noticed that every 
Moqui, when asked to look at a picture, would first 
do so in the manner mentioned. They could not be 
made to comprehend what our business was, and we 
were really too busy to make much of an effort at 
instructing them. 

These people stink atrociously; their garments 
and skins emit the foulest of smells. Their poverty 
has much to do with this; their clothes are worn 
until they drop off in pieces, and their skins, although 
I believe they wash with commendable frequency, 
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cannot fail to be constantly sullied and saturated 
with the filth of their confined and ill-kept quarters. 

Mr. Moran made excellent sketches of this roman
tic trail, 88 he had already made of everything of 
interest seen on our trip. Wind and rain had carved 
the faces of the cliffs into weird and fantastic shapes, 
which fancy readily assumed to be massive buttresses, 
outlying towers, or frowning battlements. Wherever 
a projecting ledge afforded a foothold a corral of 
stone had been built for sheep and goats. These 
frisky anh:nals skipped from rock to rock with an 
agility riva.lled only by the sedate sure-footedness of 
the burros; all alike looked at us with fearful eyes, 
or nervously ran from the trail as we drew near. 
Flitting shadows, darting furtively behind the rocks 
overlooking our position, revealed the presence of men 
and boys keeping our movements under the closest 
surveillance. 

I have been using the terms trail and path 
with many misgivings of the correctness and propriety 
of so doing. From this point onward there can be 
no reasonable excuse for ambiguity; the pathway 
became a step stairway of stone clinging to the pre
cipitous cliff. 

Although Mushangnewy, like the rest of the 
Moquis towns, has every symptom of decay, with 
ruined and abandoned houses, yet the number of 
children to be seen is something remarkable. In one 
group I counted eleven, splashing bare-footed and 
bare-legged in the reservoir; the boys almost entirely 
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naked, the little girls clad and their hair dressed in 
the picturesque manner of their people. We entered 
the Pueblo, and climbed up the ladder into one of the 
houses. It had no windows, no doors, and no lights, 
either of glass or selenite. 

A woman, kneeling down upon a sheepskin, was 
winnowing a small pile of wheat, which she afterwards 
ground in a " metale/' We could find no bow-drills 
in this town. \Ve saw a wooden idol, marked with 

these figures, E9 +. The matrons wore 

their hair loose and parted in the middle from nape 
of neck to forehead, and then plaited in two tresses, 
concealing the ears. In this house I came across fresh 
(hens') eggs, corn, pumpkins, peaches, and melons, 
both green and dried; pumpkin flowers and seeds; 
soap-weed (for washing hair and clothes), peach and 
apricot kernels; wooden idols, abalone shells, "wyavi" 
or piki bread, baskets of Moqui, Apache, and 
Cohonino make, and all the incidental filth of a 
Moqui dwelling. 

The old woman showed me a small stone bear or 
mountain lion talisman, exactly like those seen in the 
snake-dance. I failed to persuade her to sell it. In 
another house, evidently the property of a very rich 
woman, were great stores of blue and white corn, 
piled up separately; dried pumpkins in long twisted 
strings hanging from the rafters; hominy, corn
bread, a small piece of American bacon, mutton-
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tallow casmgs, yellow 
and hac:ikets of Moqai 
sheep mantle,,; pottery 
and blankets, a row of wooden idols, fastened to one 
of the largest beams, and a supply of tortoise-shell 
and gourd rattles, masks, head-dresses, sashes, and 
other appurtenances of their dances. 

room a pilES hoes and 
of for use in the 

",,,,,,,;, has all the of a very 
doors to be the crudest 

forms and archaic patterns. While I was writing in 
this house, to which I was driven for shelter by a 
totally unexpected shower of rain, the old woman 
who owned it hurried over, summoned to her domicile 
by the ;md cries of women and 
childr;;¥i; from the roof" ather side of 
the were rtranger with 
mmgie't distrust. 

The old hag had her fears allayed after seeing that 
nothing had been molested, and learning from the 
signs made that I wished to exchange silver for pottery 
and baskets. 

and 
of specimem 

her adieu to 
fair prices, 
stroll about 

""'Dmnr is built in narrow, 
rectangular court, connection being made by a low, 
dirty arcade. The windows, more especially those 
facing outward from the first-floor rooms, are simply 

Digitized by Coe 



300 SNAKE-DANCE OF THE MOQUI8. 

loop-holes, 4 inches square; upon the second and 
third stories they are as much as 8 inches square. 
The sills are of stone; the lintels of riven cedar 
branches and twigs. Walls are roughly made of 
rubble laid in mud, the fragments of masonry being of 
all shapes and sizes, exactly as picked up on the mesa. 

The angles are" slouchy," and the workmanship 
crude but strong enough for its purposes. Around 
each wall, on top, is a line of well-laid stone coping. 

The roofs are of earth. The rafters are poorly 
cut, the implements used being, beyond doubt, axes 
of stone. 

The Pueblo Indians, generally, when constructing 
a new house, or rebuilding an old one, utilise all 
material on hand, none of which is of more importance 
than the rafters. These require much labour to fell 
and haul, in the first place, but once in a house, ought 
to survive long after the other component parts have 
commenced going to pieces, as they are not subjected 
to any great strain, and are fully protected from the 
inclemencies of weather. The walls are plastered with 
mud laid on with the hands. Deer horns are inserted 
as pegs for clothing, etc., but blankets, mantles, and 
other raiment dear to the feminine eye, are carefully 
displayed across horizontal poles swinging from the 
rafters. 

No trouble was experienced in communicating 
with the old woman, who readily sold stone hammers, 
axes, pottery, baskets, and such other truck as I 
fancied. 
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Far different was the behaviour of the children, 
who scampered like squirrels whenever I betrayed the 
slightest anxiety to approach. For a short interval 
after my arrival the braver and more venturesome 
spirits remained in either of the little rectangular 
courts, darting from cover to cover behind my back. 
The danger of seizure became too great when Moran, 
having finished his sketching below, joined me, and 
accordingly there was a general flight to the coping 
of the upper stories, whereon they perched, boys 
and girls, like a line of crows. 

I counted thirty-two looking down at one time
twenty-two in one cluster, the older children half
dressed, but the younger, of both. sexes, without a 
vestige of clothing, not even 80 much as ear-rings. 

While at Mushangnewy I was much surprised to 
observe humming-birds darting swiftly through the 
aIr. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

Shupowlewy-BIUTOS-Albinos-A Navajo attack. 

FIVE hundred yards from Mushangnewy stands the 
Pueblo of Shupowlewy, capping a sandstone pin
nacle of very small superficial dimensions. The trail 
to this neighbouring town jumps down the northern 
face of the Mushangnewy precipice for 250 feet, then 
points straight for Shupowlewy, keeping close to the 
crest of the sandstone mesa, in whose flanks, in every 
suitable nook, are groves and orchards of peach-trees, 
and upon attaining the base of the pinnacle or crag of 
Shupowlewy affords the ambitious traveller all the 
opportunity his soul can desire for gaining distinction 
as an Alpine climber. 

The path or stairway is nearly vertical, in places 
absolutely so, but so well-defined and, like all the 
Moqui trails, so well worn by the feet of generations, 
that a feeling of security is imparted to him who first 
essays the ascent. 

The name Shupowlewy means peaches, or peach 
orchards, in the Moqui language - a distinctive 
appellation fairly won by the large groves and 
clumps of trees yielding this delicious fruit. All the 
ravines were dark-green with the waxy foliage of the 
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peach, and there was also a range of fine gardens laid 
out on a flat promontory, with a 'southern exposure, 
which juts out from the precipice 200 or 300 feet 
below 

On bench, a hundred the crest 
of th45 were tanks of rain-
water~ naked children gleefully 
until one turning round caught sight of me prowling 
among the rocks, and raising a yell of fear and alarm, 
started the whole gang to scampering away as fleetly 
and nimbly as a herd of their own goats. A boy, 
posted on the top the highest 
housee, at the top that the 

~~V$U~'e;:.; such at the idea of 
by its immediately 

after the shout had ended groups of curious and 
excited men, women, and children gathered behind 
the copings of the walls. Little girls, young men, 
and boys, ran away frightened at first view of the 
terrible 

and snapped, have pro-
ceeded effective hostilitrrepj not been for 
the axe which 1)ruuence in 
attack. 'this style of reception was not v~ry grateful 
to my feelings, and being alone (Moran was behind 
in Mushangnewy sketching), I felt ill at ease, think
ing that some intemperate or ill-disposed young men 
might to insult or 

time for 
that if 

I reflected 
prevent 
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their doing it where I was. I had no arms of any 
sort, and could do nothing to defend myself, but I 
felt pretty well satisfied that the Moquis at the worst 
would forbid me to enter the town. The Pueblo of 
Supowlewy, like Hualpi, is on one side built flush 
with the face of the precipice, the stone stairway by 
which I had tediously climbed coming out close to 
one of the angles of the plaza. 

Above me I counted twenty-three children, naked 
and three-quarter naked, who awaited my approach, 
and upon my arriving near the top steps dashed 
away at full speed as their comrades had done. How 
many more children there were I suppose I shall 
never know; I do know that as I passed the houses, 
from every dark hole and corner above me gleamed 
one pair or more of black, snaky eyes, which retreated 
into darker and more inaccessible seclusion, as I began 
to climb the house-ladders. I looked about me and 
saw that I was in a narrow and gloomy quadrangular 
court, surrounded by houses the counterpart of those 
in Mushangnewy. Chickens and dogs were plentiful, 
and the second rather too warlike for my notions of 
comfort. 

I moved up a ladder into the first of the houses 
which struck my fancy; four women, two naked 
children, and a cat, were the occupants. The women 
were plaiting baskets of the yucca fibre, which is 
used· green, but is first split in two from butt to tip. 

There were many rabbit mantles, a few blankets 
and girdles of wool, still fewer of cotton, and a decent 
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equipment of pottery. The women were busy, but 
not too busy to keenly watch me, and all I was doing. 
One of the naked babies, clasped tightly to his 
mother's breast, paused for a moment to gaze with 
big, black eyes upon the new - comer, and, having 
satisfied his curiosity, resumed with redoubled vigour 
his search for nourishment. 

Refreshment was placed before me in a basket, 
the corn -meal tortillas of the Mexicans. Of these 
I ate a small quantity for the sake of politeness, but 
they were so strongly flavoured with mutton-tallow 
that I could not enjoy them very much. 

In the adjoining house I saw two Albino children; 
they had different mothers, but the mother of the 
larger one had a younger child in her arms of the 
normal yellow colour of the American Indians. These 
children were naked, completely so - a fact which 
gave me great pleasure, because I could so much the 
more readily examine them; their mothers were 
delighted also, fancying that I was admiring the 
youngsters. They certainly looked perfectly healthy, 
and were finely formed. The absence of colour
ing matter from the iris made the pupils of the 
eyes a greenish gray, if they had any tint at 
all; the sclerotic coat was pink, probably from 
extravasated blood, and the eyes themselves weak 
and constantly blinking under 'exposure to the sun
light. 

The skin upon their bodies was soft, but of a 
bright pinkish hue, like that of an American child 

x 
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which has been badly sun-burned. Their hair, long, 
white, and towy, confirmed their general resemblance 
to the brats of the "poor whites" of the mountain 
regions of Georgia and the Carolinas. 

On this mesa the inhabitants, if less cleanly in 
their surroundings, were more devout in their aspira-. 
tions than the dwellers in the three Pueblos to the 
east. 

No house so poor that it did not possess from 
fifteen to thirty, and even more, of the grotesque 
wooden idols, painted in gaudy colours, of which 80 

much has already been said. These were usually 
to be seen tacked in a long line to the rafters, or 
attached to one of the walls. When from long service 
they become broken or faded, the children welcome 
them as playthings, and complete the work of demoli
tion by first sucking off the rest of the paint and 
then breaking them to pieces exactly as white babies 
would do. 

Shupowlewy emulates Mushangnewy in the 
number of its burros. They plod pensively up 
and down every set of stone steps, munch with 
melancholy mildness the succulent com-fodder con
siderately spread for them in the plaza, or trudge 
with philosophic meekness from point to point, bear
ing loads of colic - dealing green melons, or great 
bundles of dry cedar fuel for the use of the good 
housewives of the Pueblo. 

The gentle burro has but one fault. He has a 
fine voice, and he knows it, and will often fall into a 
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doze while composing a symphony with which to vex 
the ear of night. His driver, always a stout and un
feeling, full-sized Indian, grown callous to anything 
like sentiment, arouses the faithful beast from his 
reverie by the application of a stout club as thick as a 
man's wrist. Whenever this rattles down upon his 
hindquarters, with the melodious energy of a bass 
drum in a beer-garden, the donkey infers that, like 
poor Joe in "Tom All Alone's," he is to keep 
mOVIng on. 

We descended into an Estufa. It adhered to the 
generic type of all the Moq~ Kibas, being dirty, 
damp, foul, and smoke-begrimed. Set in the walls 
were pegs for hanging clothes; in the floors were 
mortised beams to receive the upright posts of the 
loom whenever a blanket was to be woven. There 
were the usual stools of stone, buckskin masks and 
head-coverings, with collars of cedar and corn-husks, 
and in a niche in one of the walls a collection of 
offerings to Oma-a. Stone mortars, with green 
paint still fresh, and a number of the blackened 
willow wands, having one end inserted in clay globules, 
and the other tipped with small eagle feathers, made 
me believe that here, as in Hualpi, where I had 
noticed and sketched the same paraphernalia, the 
snake-dance was celebrated, although not perhaps 
openly. 

In the construction of this Estufa, and of all the 
buildings at Shupowlewy, but little, if ,any, help had 
been obtained from steel axes or saws. There were 
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no designs on the walls. The banquette following 
three sides of the room, the dais on the fourth, the 
hearth or ash-hole in the centre (full of ashes), 
were, in the minutest particulars, duplicates of the 
corresponding appointments of the Estufas in 
Hualpi and Suchongnewy. The entrance to the 
roof was covered with a mat of yucca fibre to ex
clude rain. 

Twenty yards off in the door of a house was 
a young mother talking "baby talk" to a pretty 

. infant, which bore the infliction with the same ex
pression of disgusted resignation to be seen on the 
countenances of American infants under similar 
circumstances. 

We made a very thorough examination of this 
town, going into every house and descending into 
every Estufa, but finding nothing new to us. In 
the course of my stroll I purchased numbers of beautiful 
baskets, one or two wooden idols, and a goodly array 
of stone implements and some toys. 

Having finished the examination of this small but 
extremely interesting locality, I climbed down the 
trail to Mushangnewy and beyond, and after a short 
but exhausting walk, passing immense sandstone 
monoliths, struck the trail running down to the 
"seed-beds," and a moment or two afterwards had 
reached the ambulance, where" Nahi-vehma" was in 
readiness to take us to Sumopowy. 

Before leaving the foot of Mushangnewy we 
bought a handful of peaches, blushing red under 
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the warm. kisses of a loving sun. These were as yet 
too hard to be eaten uncooked, but Gordon and 
Smallwood thought they could "make a mess JI by 
stewing them in the coffee-pot, an experiment worth 
a trial. 

While Gordon was hitching up the mules Small
wood set out our lunch of warm. tea,canned cranberries, 
and hard tack. 

Moran and myself, with appetites whetted by 
toilsome climbing, set on like a couple of half-starved 
Comanches, and did royal work upon the bill of fare 
mentioned, and upon an allowance of breakfast bacon, 
daintily broiled in the ashes. 

Our appetites received the cordial approval of 
the surrounding Moquis, to whom as a parting gift 
we left the remains of our lunch, or to speak with 
more exactness, they attacked it the moment we 
desisted. One of the older Moquis, who did not 
seem to get an even share of the plunder, had his 
feelings appeased with a couple of handfuls of to
bacco. 

This made them all grin a new expression of 
thanks, and gave us an opportunity to inspect their 
teeth, which cannot compare with the fine ivory of the 
Apaches and Navajoes. 

Moran had succeeded in getting an excellent 
sketch of the stone staircase and stone archway of 
Mushangnewy. While working he was approached 
by half a dozen Moquis, who, by signs and words, 
informed him that the Navajoes had once made an 
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attack upon their Pueblo, hoping to carry it by storm. 
They penetrated to this staircase, and were allowed 
to rush half-way to the summit, when from front, 
flank, and rear a hail of rocks, stones, and clubs poured 
down, sweeping the unfortunate savages off their 
footing. 
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Sumopowy-Another storm-A deserted village-Cordially received
Moccasina--General diltails-Enlightening the natives-A nasty 
place. 

AFTER getting down into the plain we turned north, 
going up the valley between the two mesas, passing 
a dry spring excavated to some depth and walled up 
with rubble masonry. Close to this Nahi-vehma 
showed a child's grave, which may be described as a 
rectangular crypt of sandstone slabs, without head or 
foot stone. 

Above our position Mushangnewy and Sumopowy 
loomed grand and impregnable like the eyries of eagles. 
The crest of the precipice upon which they are built 
is fully 750 feet above the plain in which we now were, 
and not less than 150 feet above the level of Hualpi. 

A long line of Moqui corn-fields filled this valley, 
the greater part of them bordering a little stream 
which entered it. These were all guarded by small 
boys naked, or nearly so. As our ambulance slowly 
pulled through the sand one of these youngsters ran 
after us, calling out for the driver to stop. Nahi
vehma made a sign to Gordon to check his mules to 
let the boy catch up. 
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The object of his visit was to effect the sale of a 
nice-looking melon, held in his hand, for which he 
asked in eager tones, "metchi, metchi" (matches, 
matches). We gave· him a few matches, a handful of 
smoking tobacco, and a nickel. This unexpected 
generosity tickled the youngster. He shouted lola
mai, and ran off at full speed. 

A score of rods farther on two other naked boys 
ran over to examine our ambulance, every detail ot 
which afforded them interest and pleasure. 

They followed us for almost half a mile. One of 
them had very pronounced Hebrew features. Other 
Moquis also drew near, but we saw no women nor 
girls. These men and boys spoke cheerily to Nahi
vehma, or when desirous of making a favourable 
impression upon strangers, treated us to their custom
ary lolamai. 

This valley might be described as of sandstone 
covered with shifting sand thinly grassed, into which 
our wheels would have sunk deeply had it not been 
for a welcome shower which lasted long enough to 
pack the ground and make progress easy. 

The grass and cedar, which were very poor near 
the towns, improved in quantity and quality as we 
receded from them. The herds and flocks had, beyond 
question, eaten and stamped out the herbage, and· the 
demand for fuel had caused the cutting down of much 
timber. 

Nahi-vehma employed an old Indian (Tobi-Moqui, 
a member of the Butterfly gens) working in a com-
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field to conduct us by the nearest available route to 
the summit of the mesa upon which stands the 
Pueblo of Sumopowy. 

The old fellow comprehended in a minute what 
was wanted, and did not pause or hesitate in the 
movement which he took under his charge, and got 
us to the top of the mesa without accident. 

Oraybe and its farms and gardens were visible on 
another mesa on the right, through the thick coat of 
cedar covering this portion of the hill upon which we 
were travelling. 

\Vhen we reached the top we saw that a fearful 
tempest was deluging the country in a great semi
circle around us, but leaving us unharmed. 

Immense rolls of cloudy vapour, having a decided 
resemblance to ink-stained or smoke-brown cotton, 
dipped down nearly to the horizon, and from them 
poured solid cataracts of water, behind which boomed 
Heaven's dread artillery. 

We did not have much leisure for admiring this 
effort of angry nature. Snap went our ambulance 
tongue, and we saw, unless we could improvise repairs, 
staring us in the face a sojourn of at least a fortnight 
in this miserable region. To make these, we set 
at once to work, unravelled a rope and wound the 
twine as tightly as it could be pulled around the 
fractured parts, getting a fairly good splice. The 
accident was not without compensating features. 
While Gordon and Smallwood were splicing the 
tongue Nahi-vehma and the old Indian with him 
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called me to the edge of the precipice, and there, in 
a pretty little gulch leading up from the valley we 
had just left, pointed out a well-defined trail, which 

vehma said wee " (road) 
to Oraybe. along it, 

tet:ollection of I was yet 
the line of by General 

party ,which I accompanied in 1874. On examina
tion we discovered a feasible mode of descent, requir
ing, it is true, considerable patching here and there, 
and especially at the top, where a vertical ledge, 18 

high, facilities at 
boulders, supplied 

i.ii.i.U""," to make a waggon road, 
returned we should 

have to descend by the long trail up which we had 
come, and could thus save close on to five. or six miles 
of heavy sand and bad rocks. We went into bivouac 
on the mesa a few miles out (as we understood it) 

Snmopowy, in affording 
..... iiiiiTU ... in pools and an 

grass and 
etorm still on all sidee 

flocculent, inky cloud-masses were tipped with white 
and gold from the last rays of the expiring sun, 
and an exquisite bow of promise spanned with its 
many-hued semicircle a broad expanse of clouds, 
'~iH .. iiiiiiii. half-way to 

old man, Tobi .. M 
left after ""',.'ii'i· 

had guideS 
over to his 
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!Iushangnewy, which in a straight line could not be 
over five or six miles from this point. His eyes 
snapped with joy at sight of the stipend of a shining 
dollar, and a double handful of our best smoking 
tobacco. The last words from him were lolamai I 
lolomai I lolomai I 

With this one word and its negative, "ca-Io-Iamai" 
(not good or bad), Moran and I constructed a small
sized language of our own which thus far, when used 
with various ~odulations for inquiry, assent, nega
tion, wonder, and approval, constituted a satisfactory 
working medium of communication with Nahi-vehma 
and his friends. 

During a vicious storm of rain and wind which 
plagued us for an hour, our mules and Nahi-vehma's 
plug pony stampeded, leaving us in the dark and in 
the lurch at the same moment. In the pitchy black
ness of night, without a star to guide, nothing could 
be done but wait patiently for the first ray of dawn. 

Some hours before morning I was awakened by a 
distant rumbling of thunder. Looking up at the sky 
a sight was witnessed never to be forgotten. The 
" sable curtains of night "-the theme of the poet
had become a tangible reality. 

A powerful current of wind was clearing the sky 
of clouds, and as these passed over us they dropped 
almost to the ground like so many festoons of crape 
looped up with gems. The stars were gathered 
together in clusters, which shone like masses of bur
nished silver, and ocular illusion brought about, I 
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suppose, by the vapour, with which the atmosphere 
was saturated, acting as a lens. Take it altogether, 
it was the most magnificent display of the kind I have 
ever witnessed, and excelled anything that the bold 
imagination of Dore would ever dare to depict upon 
canvas. I was badly frightened for a while, thinking 
that a cloud-burst was gathering above. With the 
first faint Hush of light of the next morning (August 
18, 1881) Gordon and Nahi-vehma started to hunt 
for the animals which had been stampeded by the 
lightning of the previous evening. They found them 
five or six miles back, grazing near an old ruin. When 
they returned, and before breakfast was quite ready, 
Nahi-vehma took me to see a ruin, not over 100 yards 
from our ambulance. We passed through a thick 
growth of scrub cedar, and near to many pools of 
rain-water accumulated in the rocks. 

With such an annual rainfall as visits Arizona, it 
has for years been a matter of surprise to me that no 
organised effort has ever been made for the storage of 
water. A few thousands of dollars, judiciously ex
pended, would blowout of the sandstone or granite 
tanks and reservoirs capable of holding millions of 
gallons. Innumerable small ravines and box-cafions 
could be dammed and walled up, and add their store 
of the precious Huid to the uses of the farmer, miner, 
and grazer; and this great district, so much of which 
is now allowed to lie barren and idle, could be made 
to rival the fertility of Egypt and Northern Mrica in 
ancient times. 
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The ruin to which Nahi-vehma led me corre
sponded closely to the scores of others traced and 
noted in my journals, and to those already alluded to 
in this narrative. There was a staircase of stone, in 
fair preservation, leading down by 75 or 100 steps 
to springs and reservoirs in the face of the canon, and 
below the reservoir a half-obliterated trail ran to fiat 
pieces of farm land, once cultivated. Nahi-vehma 
was unusually communicative this morning. He told 
me that our old guide of last evening belonged to the 
Butterfly gens, that in Oraybe we should find the 
same clans as ill the other Moqui towns, except that 
the Oraybe people had another clan-the Crane
but did not have the Oak or the Road-runner. 
Nahi-vehma then spoke in fond terms of his boy, who 
was a wonder, as he thought. He had been all the 
way to Saint George, Utah, to trade with the Mor
mons, who must have given him the elements of an 
education, because the proud father maintained that 
he could" lead" and "lite" all the same as a " Melly
cawno" (American). 

Continuing his remarks, he said that the Moqui 
houses were "woman house" (i.e. belonged to the 
women, who, as we have seen, build and keep them in 
repair). The sheep were" man sheep" and" woman 
sheep" both; the horses "man hos"; the blankets 
"woman pisala" (i.e. the women'sjrisada, the Span
ish for blanket). 

The Moquis have but one wife, the N avajoes " a 
heap." 
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We passed children's tombs of stone, and also came 
to a pile of stone, four feet high, at the corner of what 
had been a small, square stone house. The stones 
had been piled up in the same way as those seen near 
the sacred spring near Mushangnewy, and fragments 
of pottery strewed the ground. Nahi-vehma said that 
the Moquis came here to pray to the sun. 

We left our ambulance at this point, which was 
not more than half a mile from Sumopowy, and walked 
on to the town, letting the vehicle follow more slowly 
over the rocks. 

Just outside of the town we met two barefooted 
women approaching an 81tar of stone, semicircular in 
form, and containing the customary god or fetish of 
petrified wood, with th'e invariable tribute of painted 
twigs, pottery, eagle-down, etc. 

We inquired for the house of the "Mungwee" 
(Governor), and climbed the ladder leading to the roof 
of the first story. This building was somewhat supe
rior to those to be found in Mushangnewy or Shu
powlewy. In the principal room seven wooden idols 
in the stereotyped form of wood, painted in red, 
green, yellow, and black, were attached to the middle 
one of the smoke-blackened rafters, and there were also 
pottery, vases, and utensils of all shapes and sizes. 
Stone mortars and pestles, finely made, but uncarved 
and undecorated, Moqui and Cohonino baskets and 
American sieves, axes, and spades, and, finally, 
planting - sticks of Moqui make, were the first 
things claiming our attention. Sheepskins were 
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spread on the floor, on which we were invited to be 
seated. A basket of piki bread was brought in 
by one of the squaws and laid at our feet. This 
bread, despite its tallowy taste, was· sweet and palat
able. 

The old" Mungwee" expressed himself as glad to 
see us, and offered every courtesy in the prosecution 
of our work. 

We made the best use of our time, and sought for 
every item of novelty or interest worthy of record. 
We found spindles stuck in the ceilings of willow 
twigs above the rafters, necklaces of the shells of 
domestic fowls, water-jugs of wicker ware made by 
the Cohoninos filled with seeds of the squash and 
melon, cylindrical wooden boxes containing feathers 
for making sacred plumes, and, in general, all the 
features of the internal economy of the other Moquis, 
with the exception that scarcely any silver ornaments 
were to be seen. 

Our ambulance, after much pounding over the 
rough rocks, had reached the Pueblo, and was now 
surrounded by a throng of curious and daring young
sters, while others, less bold, remained with the 
women and babies upon the house-tops. 

Sumopowy had its complement of rain reservoirs, 
which afforded the young boys and girls, donkeys and 
pigs, a congenial wallowing-place. 

This town covers a rectangular plat 175 paces in 
length by 80 paces in width, my pace being 30 
inches. There are two small courts, connected at one 
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end by a very small alley, and at the other by a low 
arcade. The longer sides of the bounding rectangle 
lies east and west. 

No notable differences exist between the dimen
sions' structure, and arrangements of the houses of 
this town and those already described in the others. 
There are many three-story buildings here, but the 
general average is only two. Many buildings are in 
a state of hopeless dilapidation, some indeed have 
been abandoned, and, on the other hand, during the 
time of our visit not less than half a dozen were 
undergoing alteration, enlargement, and repair. There 
are no selenite or glass windows, and no doors that 
are well constructed, unless we call by this designa
tion three or four which from their peculiar appear
ance led me to suspect that there had been a mission 
church in the neighbourhood which had been robbed 
of them after the Spaniards abandoned the country. 
This conjecture would chime well with what I learned 
at a later date from Bishop Hatch of the Mormon 
Church, who asserted the former existence of such an 
edifice, and also that the Moquis had made free use of 
the rafters and other material in the construction of 
their own houses. 

Sumopowy boasts of four Estufas or Kibas, one of 
them a hopeless wreck, and all patterned in the same 
mould made so familiar in these pages. 

The population cannot be far from 350, and is 
superior by at least 100 to that of either Mushang
newy or Supowlewy. 
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Very few grown men were visible, and the women, 
with whom we gradually put ~urselves on a footing of 
kind treatment, when asked by Nahi·vehma where 
their husbands and brothers were, pointed to the 
north-west beyond Oraybe, and said that they were 
hunting antelope. 

Children and donkeys were plentiful. The children 
were all naked, none of those of either sex under 
seven or eight years of age bother much about 
fashion in dress; a thick coat of mud on legs and 
bellies was the closest approach to a full-dress toilet 
that could be detected on any of them. The few men 
who remained in the Pueblo wore no clothing beyond 
the breech-clout, and a short cotton shirt coming 
down to the hips, with the exception of two or three 
who aspired to the rtJle of dandies, who added to 
this costume loose cotton drawers reaching to mid
calf, and split up to the knees along the outer 
seam. 

In the manner of wearing hair and clothing both 
sexes closely followed the styles set by the Moqui 
towns more to the east, but in the moccasins I detected 
a change. 

The moccasins worn here, when worn at all, are 
turned up in front, almost like- the toe-shields of 
the Apaches, and no doubt for the same reason-to 
protect the toes against injury from thorns and 
rocks. 

On the outskirts of the town are garbage-piles, 
receptacles for such of the filth as the inhabitants are 

y 
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to spare frozflli of their 
hrge quantities 

dogs, sheep, and 
roam. at will about the courtyards and along the 
streets, each contributing freely a quota to the com
mon filth. 

There also were to be seen, inside the houses, a 
,.n"'C~.'HO number of which !lr,c·ccc'.ccccc,' 

streets. 
first fears of and children 

off, aided rt,HImlus of "",.,.,c"" 

learn something about our ambulance, the first 
wheeled vehicle of its size, and perhaps of any size, 
which had been brought to this town. Nahi-vehma 
said that the women denied that any wheeled convey-

ever before their houses, 
intense which they 

examine it here, as well 
the the population 

but little, if anything, about such contrivances. 
The old squaws saw a good chance to do a little 

trading in peaches, of which we purchased a quantity, 
almost ripe. Smallwood, without delay, began to 

them in the (>nT't,c"~r,cYc 

and making 

lunch, MOizI:?] 
town, entering 

idols, baskete, 
tery, anll other manufactures, which cost a 
each piece, but in the aggregate depleted our p~cket
books most wofully. 
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There were many mantles of rabbit fur, and one 
of cayote skins, sewed together with sinew, sheep pelts 
for rugs and bedding, and skins of cayote and fox, which 
appear with such constancy in the sacred dances. 

Firearms were not seen, and there were no bow
drills. 

Bows and arrows were abundant. The bows were 
painted roughly in red, yellow, green, and blue. 

In the centre of one of the courtyards was an 
altar, two and a half feet high, and the same in thick
ness and dep*, covered on top with a ~lab of sand
stone. Inside was a collection of water.:wom rocks, 
and the customary votive offerings of painted twigs, 
eagle-down, and petrified wood. 

The children finally conquered their aversion or 
fears and scampered about in twos, threes, and half
dozens, ascending and descending from plaza to 
house-tops with the recklessness and agility of goats. 

The chimneys in Sumopowy are of ollas, or of 
small stones set in mud and capped at top with an 
olIa, the bottom of which had been knocked out. 
Cottonwood troughs for holding the food of the 
burros lay at different points in the streets and 
plazas. It goes without saying that each house was 
under the protection of from three to thirty idols, 
whose grotesque faces leered at us from the largest 
rafters. 

There were numbers of boomerangs, some orna
mented with cabalistic figures, and others without 
decoration. 
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Burro saddles of home manufacture were hang
ing from pegs, while slung across horizontal beams 
were women's petticoats, mantles, and girdles of white 
cotton; the mantles and skirts embroidered in blue-

black and dark green wool, with the symbol ~, 

which may possibly be a prayer for fertility. Almost 
the same symbol occurs on the walls of the Estufas 
when these people are interceding for abundant har
vests. 

In an inner room of the house of the Governor 
were pile~ of American hoes, axes, and spades, 
and suspended from the walls were two batons of 
office. 

A squaw showed us a musical instrument made 
of a pumpkin hollowed out. Across an opening in 
the rind had been fixed a stick with serrated edges, 
and the symphony with which our hostess regaled us 
was played by running a second stick along these 
indentations; a sheep's shoulder-blade was used in the 
more pathetic passages. In general arrangement it 
was not unlike the horse -fiddle of the American 
schoolboy, which, in the hands of an energetic and 
conscientious performer, can destroy the peace of a 
whole neighbourhood. 

Sheep manure, pressed into cakes, was laid up in 
houses built to screen it from the weather. This is 
used as fuel for burning pottery. 

Cedar-wood covered a large portion of every roof 
and terrace. The people of Sumopowy do much of 
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their cooking in holes in the ground near their houses. 
They have no ovens, at least I saw none. There was 
much corn in store; every house has from two to six 
piles of corn in the ear, each pile 8 feet by 4 feet by 
10 feet. There was also a liberal supply of the blue
flake or piki bread, but none in form]:of our loaves, 
and plenty of sheep and goat meat, peaches, squashes, 
and melons. The people were very dirty, not in dress 
alone, but in person. Although the population was 
so small (350-400), there were three or four persons 
blind of one eye, nor were the teeth nearly so regular 
or indicative of such a fine state of physical health as 
those of the Plains Indians, or the Apaches and N ava
joes nearer to them. 

Smallwood had lunch ready by midday, and after 
satisfying our own hunger, distributed the remaining 
stewed peaches and a can of pine-apples to the Moquis 
who had drawn near, and taking the sweet mess in 
their paws, swallowed it at one gulp, licking their 
fingers and smacking their chops, like a drove of hogs 
at a swill tub. Our popUlarity was enhanced by the 
further donation of a little smoking tobacco to the 
men and older boys. Mr. Moran attempted to ex
plain to Nahi-vehma the locomotive followed by a 
train of cars. He made a rough sketch on the sand, 
and I furnished the motive power and the necessary 
puffing and whistling. Nahi's face brightened; he 
said he "saveyed," but wanted to know where the 
" horses" were. Moran pointed to the engine and 
said that that pulled the whole train. "Oh," said 
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Nahi, "me savey now I Hoss behind push um; dat's 
all lite." 

We moved back fi:om Sumopowy to the place 
where we had broken our ambulance tongue, and 
where we were to attempt a descent to the valley 
hundreds of feet below. There was, at the brink of 
the precipice, a " jump-oft'," or rather a double" jump
oft'," of twenty or thirty feet, 'IJe'rtical, which had to be 
repaired before we could think of moving an inch. 
" N ahi" was first sent down the trail on foot, pulling 
his pony after him. I wanted him to investigate the 
country ahead and see if there was anything else of 
a serious character to obstruct us, because I feared 
to be caught in a bad situation half-way down the 
mountain, where we might be compelled to abandon 
the ambulance. Our guide returned with a smiling 
face and the cry of lolamai. He reported that 
the camino was lolamai, except in this one spot, 
which he thought we could easily repair. We had 
been expecting just such a r~port, because our posi
tion gave so extended a command of the country 
beneath that the eye could follow the trail in all its 
bearings, save only where it was hidden by a pro
jecting hill or steep ravine. 

Coats and vests were "peeled," and all hands set 
to work with a will. Stones of large size were 
plentiful, and with dead cedar trees, covered over with 
clay and sand, soon made a ramp of great steep
ness, but according to Gordon's ideas, good enough 
to descend. The lead mules were taken out, wheels 
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locked and braked, and the thrilling drive com
menced. 

The angle of the grade was not far from 60 degrees 
or 70 degrees, and none of us but Gordon had much 
hope of the ambulance getting to the bottom in 
safety. The mules were powerful and well-trained; 
Gordon a brave and skilful driver; the running gear 
stout; and the sand so loose that the wheels sank too 
deep to let them roll very much. 

Gordon simply said, "Let her rip, Lootinint;" 
and in a few seconds we saw him and his trusty 
mules, with the ambulance, safe and sound at the 
bottom of our improvised grade. 

The rest of the descent offered no serious obstacle; 
that is, none that we were afraid of; but it was a long 
time after sunset before we struck the trail in the 
valley made on our upward trip. 

In a pretty recess in the mountain-side was a 
large field of cc frijoles" (black Mexican beans) grow
ing finely; and upon the crest of the mesa overlooking 
it could be discerned the ruins of an old Pueblo, of 
stone laid in mud, the walls averaging 10 or 15 
feet in height. ·Nahi-vehma said that the Navajoes 
had at one time been very bitter enemies of the 
Moquis, and especially of the people occupying this 
ruin; that the Navajoes could not get into the Pueblo, 
but harassed their Hocks and destroyed or carried off 
their harvests, and long ago, when Nahi's father 
was a very small boy, the survivors concluded to 
abandon their home and incorporate themselves with 
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some of their relatives living in the Pueblo of Sandia, 
on the Rio Grande. 

(There are at this day, in the Pueblos of Sandia 
and Jemez, people called" Moquinos," who claim to 
be of Moqui derivation.) 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

Oraybe-A flourishing Pueblo-Children abound-Lists of clans
A cold bivouac. 

THE seventh and most important of the Moqui towns 
-Oraybe-was not reached by Moran and myself on 
this trip, the ground around M ushangnewy being so 
cut up by rain that our ambulance could not advance. 

Personally, I have made several trips to Oraybe ; 
the :first in October 1874, with General Crook, and 
the last in October 1881, with Mr. Stroul of Santa Fe, 
New Mexico, an ambulance driver named Mullan, 
and two Moqui boys about eight or ten years old, 
from Mushangnewy. 

A condensation from my notes of these several 
visits will be all that is necessary, the general resem
blance between all these villages being so great. 

Oraybe lies north and west from Mushangnewy, 
the distance as nearly as we could estimate being 
twenty miles, and the trail generally sandy and 
stony. 

Approaching the town indications and outcrop
pings of coal are frequent. The position of Oraybe is 
different from that of its sister Pueblos. Instead of 
being on the crest of a hill it is on the side, and is 
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about as inaccessible as any of them. The trail leads 
through com and melon fields, guarded sometimes by 
what I took to be idols. These consisted of a heap of 
sandstone slabs, the central one vertical and painted 
with white marks for nose, eyes, and mouth.1 

Closer still to the town are peach orchards of con
siderable size, having passed through which one has 
to ascend a long flight of stone steps leading up the 
face of the bluff. 

The houses are identical in material, size, height, 
etc., with those on the mesas farther to the east. 

The population of Oraybe cannot be far from 1500. 
From the moment of our first arrival we were sur
rounded by a throng of not uncivil Indians, who had 
been told by the two young Indians whom we had hired 
as guides that we were Mormons. The Mormons 
have great influence over the Oraybe Moquis, who 
decline to have any relations whatever with other 
Caucasians. It was some time before I knew what 
had induced this cordial treatment. In the meanwhile 
I was busy making purchases of pottery, fine baskets, 
and one or two very old drums, made of small, hol
lowed cottonwood logs, covered with the hide of some 
animal, apparently the horse. 

A number of half-ruined and abandoned houses 
would seem to attest the gradual diminution of popu
lation, but there was nothing to strengthen such an 
idea if one turned to the herds of burros, goats, 
dogs, and naked children. 

1 See Plate XXX. 
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Of the last, we saw and counted eighty-five on the 
roofs of one street. The advent of such intruders 
had stirred this community to its depths, and every 
one who had eyes with which to see was gazing at us. 

Looking back into the broad valley, we scanned an 
expanse of broad acres of .com, melons, beans, and 
pumpkins, and in every house store-rooms, piled 'high 
with these products, spoke of plenteous harvests. 

The atmosphere of the locality is rare and dry; 
were it otherwise, a pestilence would surely result 
from the garbage and filth, animal, human, and vege
table, coating the streets. 

Out-side of the town limits was a great reservoir, 
50 to 60 yards in diameter and 3 feet deep, wherein 
children splashed, and "burros," dogs, goats, sheep, 
and chickens slaked their thirst. 

Chickens were seen in great numbers, and made 
the air resonant with their incessant cackling. 

One of the houses had an iron lock upon the door, 
two or three panes of glass in one of the windows, 
and a couple of atrociously poor lithographs in colours. 

The old woman was delighted to have us notice 
her riches, and withdrew from a recess in the wall 
three or four cheap cups and saucers of American 
china-ware. Her house was abundantly provided 
with onions, chile, corn, melons, pumpkins, and 
squashes, in all the modes of their use by the Moquis. 
The children had gathered outside, peering through 
the open door when possible, or taking secure positions 
upon the adjacent roofs to critically observe us as.we 
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passed out. Stroul quietly peeped through a window, 
and counted over 150 of tender years. 

In front of this house a squad of twenty-two 
women were dexterously husking corn; the chip, 
chip, chipping of the husks sounded like the clicking 
of hammers in a stone quarry. 

There are ten Estufas: in Oraybe, each of which 
was visited. Upon the walls of several were designs 
of a religious or symbolical character; one of these 
represented a procession of thirteen figures, eight 
holding bows in right hands, and five with crosses 
upon their breasts. Another was decidedly phallic in 
character, and still another represented a double or 
twisted snake. This last was carved upon a stone· 
stool. 

o • • ~. '. . . 
• 0 '. 

The Oraybes pay some attention to hygienic 
matters, as we observed pits dug for and filled with 
garbage. 

Their dogs go down ladders head first almost as 
rapidly as the men do. 

Melons and peaches are abundant, cheap, and 
of exceptionally fine qualities. The fruit is eaten 
and the seeds also, which are dried and mixed with 
those of the sun-flower. 

One of the men of Oraybe was a Cohonino Indian, 
who came here three or four years ago, and became 
bl4td, since which time he had remained. He was, 
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when we saw him, a tall, well-formed man, past middle 
age. 

In one quarter of the town a band of women were 
rebuilding their house and plastering the mud on the 
inside with their hands. The men were bringing 
beams and stones for use in the construction. 

The mothers of Oraybe have a curious way of put
ting their children to sleep. They stand first on one 
foot and then on the other, giving themselves a swaying 
motion, which corresponds to the rocking of a cradle. 

We saw no Albinos, but did see several semi
A.lbinos. Their hair was light brown, skin white, 
complexion ruddy. 

If they were full Albinos they did not manifest the 
peculiarities of their class. We watched a couple of 
old women making the pretty Moqui baskets fre
quently alluded to in these pages. The construction 
was rapid, and the only thing worrying the old crones 
was the drying out of their willow twigs, which they 
kept carefully imbedded in wet sand to prevent such 
an accident. 

Altogether Stroul counted 203 children, of both 
sexes, between one month and eight years of age. 
The count was made with great care and under the best 
advantages, and I am persuaded is somewhat undc\' 
the real number in the town. 'Ve did not see many 
horses, but there were numbers of burros and good
sized herds of sheep and goats. Saddles and bridles 
for horses and donkeys were in every house. Somc 
of these may have been from the Navajoes, with whom 
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the Oraybe Moquis trade constantly. During our 
stay there were not less than thirty Navajoes in the 
town, who, in spite of finding a ready market for 
saddles, fine blankets, and silver necklaces, looked 
down with undisguised contempt upon the purchas
ers, much as Norman pirates were wont to despise 
the Saxon hind. 

A pound of smoking tobacco, half as much loaf
sugar, and a heaped up handful of blue and scarlet 
beads, put us on the best footing with the Navajoes, 
and none too soon. 

An Inman, much inflated with his own import
ance, came up to Stroul and myself, and asked if we 
were Mormons; the young boys who had come over 
with us from :Mushangnewy had, unknown to us, 
started such a story. We told the old duffer we 
were Americanos from Washington. He at once 
ordered us to leave the town. This invitation we 
were compelled to decline, and continued our pro
menade, with a body-guard of Navajoes, gay as pea
cocks in their bright-coloured garments. The old 
fellow's impotent rage was amusing to see, but he 
finally simmered down enough to take a little smoking 
tobacco, and bring us in return a couple of melons 
good enough for anybody. 

The clans or gentes of the Oraybe Moquis are 
almost identical with those of Suchongnewy. Nahi
vehma said that in Oraybe there is a Crane gens, but 
the Oak and Road-runner gentes 'are both extinct. 

Bishop Hatch of the Mormon Church insisted that 
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while he was in Oraybe there was a sacred family 
among the Moquis: he said that there was a widow, 
whose infant son, not over four years old, was upon 
every feast-day or occasion of ceremony loaded down 
with beads of sea-shell, chalchihuitl, abalone, and 
everything else precious in the eyes of the Moquis. 

Concerning the clans or gentes of the Moquis I 
give the following lists, obtained at different times, 
and varying slightly from the inability of different 
Moquis to give the correct Spanish for each clan name, 
or my own inability to understand them. 

The first list, obtained from Tochi, has already 
been given. 

Surgeon Ten Broeck, U.S. Army, in 1852, com
piled the following list: -1, Deer; 2, Sand; 3, 

Water; 4, Bear; 5, Hare; 6, Prairie 'Volf (cayote); 
7, Rattlesnake; 8, Tobacco Plant; 9, Seed-grass. 

Tegua Tom, in October 1881, gave me the follow
ing names :-1, Water; 2, Toad or Frog; 3, Sun; 
4, Snake; 5, Rabbit; 6, Butterfly; 7, Tobacco; 8, 
Badger; 9, Corn; 10, Cottonwood; 11, Clown or 
Dead Man; 12, Bear; 13, Coyote; 14, Deer; 15, 
Lizard; and 16, Road-runner. 

The Tegua Indians living in the village of Rano 
or Tegua with the Moquis have: 1, Sun; 2, Corn; 3, 
Snake; 4, Tobacco; 5, Cottonwood; 6, Pine; 7, 
Cloud; 8, Bear; 9, Parrot. 

Tom himself was of the Corn gens, his father of 
the Frog, and his wife of the Bear. Nahi-vehma, Tom 
said, was a Road-runner. 
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Nanahe, a Moqui Indian living among the Zunis, 
told me at Zuni, in November 1881, that" in the days 
when the world was created, God gave to His children 
certain things; such things as they wished for and 
cried for He gave them, and these became their gentile 
or clan emblems." 

TRANSLATION MADE FROM ZUNI INTO ENGLISH BY Ma. FRANK 
CUSHING, AND FROM ZUNI INTO SPANISH BY PEDRO PINO. 

1. Parrot } Go together 
2. Cottonwood (i.e. form a 
3. Macaw pluatry). 

13 Be } Go together 
14' H ar I kl (i.e. form a 

. em oc pluatry). 

4. Corn} 
'" F Do. u. rog 

15. Rattlesnake} Do 
16. Dove . 

6. Turkey} 
7. Eagle Do. 
8. Sun 

17. Tobacco }D 
18. Cotton-tail Rabbit o. 
19. Olla-jocue or Blue 

9. Badger } 
10. Butterfly Do. 
11. Coyote ) 
12. Skeleton) Do. 

seed-grass. 
20. Bunch-grass} 
21. Deer Do. 
22. Yellow Wood} 
23. Squash Do. 

Of these lists the last is the most correct. 
Our ambulance excited almost as much interest 

in Oraybe as it did in the three middle towns; but 
it should be remarked that in Oraybe was a small 
two-wheeled cart, badly broken and unserviceable, 
left behind possibly by a party of Mormons going 
through to the Little Colorado. 

Not far from Oraybe may be found sacred springs 
like that near Mushangnewy, and a phallic shrine, to 
which reference only can be made. 

1 Hemlock may be Kuga (Firewood). 
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Our return trip from Oray'be was one of the 
coldest and most uncomfortable I -have ever ex
perienced. When the start was made the weather 
was still open and fair, and notwithstanding it was 
almost the last day of October, not too cold for our 
clothing, which had been worn all through summer 
and was almost worn out. A bitter wind blew 
down from the north the night after we had left the 
town, and very nearly froze us to death. We did 
everything with the means at hand that a long fron
tier experience suggested: dug a long trench in the 
ground in a sheltered depression, and piled up earth, 
rock, and brush on the windward side; covered the 
bottom with sage-brush and corn-stalks from the 
fields next us; built fires which did but little good; 
put the two Moqui boys in the middle, and, huddling 
all in a pile, spread over us the insufficient supply of 
blankets and great-coats. But the cold became so 
intense that our humble couch was vacated, and we 
crouched over the half-dead embers hours before the 
genial sun had lazily crept above the line of hills 
in the east and thawed and warmed our benumbed 
limbs. 

z 
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Bogged-Crossing a stream-The trail found-Across the plain-A-\. 
Mormon road-A dreary waste-A sand-storm-A Mormon 
settlement. 

WHEN the preceding brief digression was made the 
ambulance was in bivouac at the foot of the Mushang
newy mesa, from which place we thought it could be 
taken across country to the line of the Atlantic and 
Pacific Railroad, but to what particular place we could 
not say, as the road was still uncompleted. 

My recollection of the country, feeble as it was, 
satisfied me that the plan was feasible, and a long con
ference with Nahi-vehma brought out the fact that 
there was a "heap" of "Mo-monee house" (Mormon 
settlements), where we could expect to buy forage for 
our mules and food for ourselves. Nahi then added 
that some distance to the south of us was a " camino" 
(waggon road), which he knew he could find. This 
occurred late at night on the 18th of August; the 
next morning, by five o'clock, coffee had been made 
and swallowed, mules harnessed, and we were on the 
move. 

We halted for a few moments at a clump of cotton
wood, where the Moquis had dammed up an arroyo; 
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here was a great abundance of good rain-water, with 
which we filled our five-gallon keg and the canteens. 

The day opened bright and beautiful, and our 
hearts were glad with anticipations of a journey with
out further hardship. Scarcely had we gone a mile 
from last night's stopping-place when we ran into a 
miry "alkali" flat full of mud" chuck-holes." 

The mules struggled bravely through the first half
dozen, but at last succumbed to one in which the 
ambulance sank more than axle-deep in a viscous 
" adobe" mud, and they themselves were immersed 
shoulder-deep. They became frantic, and plunged 
and tossed, entangling themselves in the harness, and 
exciting our fears to the utmost. 

Our practice had been to give all the aid in our 
power to the animals; to walk up every hill, through 
all deep sand, and in every wallow or bog where water 
had collected and mud formed. To our absence from 
the ambulance should be ascribed our escape from 
very grave peril. Smallwood and Nahi-vehma threw 
themselves flat upon the heads of the leaders and kept 
them from tossing or kicking, while Moran, Gordon, 
and myself unhitched the traces. We were much 
worried about the poor animals and the ambulance, 
scarcely crediting the possibility of the escape of 
either from serious injury. Examination revealed 
the soundness of the vehicle and the safety of the 
mules, with the insignificant exception of a deep 
scratch on the breast of the near wheeler. But there 
the ambulance was, axle-deep in the stickiest kind of 
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clay. Nahi-vehma was sent ahead to spy out firm 
ground, of which there did not seem to be much left 
in the country, while we unloaded everything, even 
the seats, dug two feet of clay from about the wheels, 
harnessed the wheelers to the hind axle, and then, with 
the assistance of N ahi, who had returned, and of two 
other Moquis, who, seeing our predicament, had run 
over from a corn -field, we pulled and pushed and 
lifted clean on to dry ground. 

In a few minutes more we had repacked and re
harnessed and resumed the journey. 

We turned to the west, moving parallel to the 
banks of the quagmire (it would be an abuse of terms 
to call it a stream), to the locality which Nahi had 
designated as the most favourable for attempting a 
passage. The situation was not especially encouraging; 
the banks were vertical, ten feet high, but fortunately 
of a crumbling mixture of sand and clay, yielding 
freely to the vigorous attacks made with our solitary 
shovel and with pieces of cracker boxes. 

A grade was made in less than no time. Gordon 
was left in charge of the ,mules on the hither side, 
until Moran, Smallwood, and myself had waded across 
to determine where there was the least danger of get
ting mired. 

By this time we were joined by half a dozen 
Moquis, including our two assistants at the previous 
break-down. One of these youngsters had a hoe, 
which I borrowed for a quarter dollar, and with which 
some energetic service was done. Moran, Smallwood, 
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and N ahi working with the spade, turn and turn and 
turn about, I with the hoe, and two of the Moqui 
volunteers with pieces of cracker box, caused the 
farther embankment to crumble into the stream, thus 
making a grade to Gordon's perfect satisfaction. 

A startling crack of the whip and a series of yells, 
shrill as the war-whoop of an Apache, wakened. the 
mules to the advisability of pulling with every muscle 
in their bodies; the passage was effected without 
much trouble, Gordon giving an extra yell" just for 
luck," as he expressed it, the rest of our little party 
of white men cheering, and the Moquis ejaculating in 
a hearty pleasant-voiced way, lolamai, lolamai. 

We gave a small present of coin to each of those 
who had worked and scraped with the shovel, as we 
had not forgotten to do to those who had come to our 
help in the previous predicament. 

This liberality pleased the recipients greatly. They 
squeezed our hands to the tune of lolamai, lolamai, 
while the idle lookers-on who had not done anything 
at all came up with a petition to be included in the 
distribution. 

Probably they thought that they deserved pay 
for their sympathy. We declined to give them a 
cent. They abated their claims to a humble request 
for matches. This was not unreasonable, so we made 
an apportionment of smoking tobacco and good 
matches to those who had worked, and of bad matches 
alone to those who had not. 

The good matches were those which would ignite 
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when rubbed on anything, the bad ones had to be 
scratched against the box containing them. The 
Moquis could not understand this. They tried to 
light one or two of those which Moran had given 
them, but of course unsuccessfully, and pronounced 
the gift" ca-Iolamai " (no good). 

Moran, affecting the greatest surprise, took the 
matches back, rubbed them against the box in his 
hand and produced a brilliant illumination. The 
Moquis were mystified. They tried another and 
another without result, while Moran, with a simple 
touch of the wrist, caused the same matches to strike 
the box (concealed in his sleeve) and to blaze fiercely. 
They scratched their heads and looked askant at 
all of us. What thoughts passed through their 
minds I know not, but suspect that they considered 
we had put bad medicine of some sort on the fire
sticks . 

. Nahi-vehma, proud of his superior knowledge, 
smiled with complacency upon his ignorant relatives, 
whose wonderment he did all he could to increase. 
The party followed the ambulance to see where we 
were going; a fortunate curiosity, it proved to be, 
because within less than 250 yards we came to another 
and more troublesome ravine, where all our new-made 
friends, assured of reward, pitched in and helped with 
might and main, digging with hoes, and spade, and 
sticks, or even with hands alone, carrying rocks and 
branches or clods of sod, or when the grade was 
ready, pushing with their shoulders at the wheels. 
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We settled our obligations to their gratification, 
and drove off amid a chorus of lolamais. 

The hair of one of these Moqui boys was very pecu
liar; I inferred that he must be a half Albino, although 
his skin was dark. On the crown the hair was the 
colour of corn-silk,-a dirty yellowish white; at the 
bottom it was a jet black. 

At 9 o'clock Nahi-vehma, then riding a short 
distance in advance, gave a whoop and threw up his 
hand; he had struck the trail for Sunset Crossing (of 
the Colorado Chiquito). 

He followed this almost due south, going up 
grade, and getting into a country well grassed with 
" grama "; at noon we had reached a small arroyo, 
full of rain-water, where we unhitched the mules to 
give them a chance to roll and rest, as well as rid them
selves of the .stings of pestiferous gnats which annoyed 
them beyond endurance. Here we examined what, 
from surface indications, was a good coal-measure. 

In the afternoon the trail ran through a fine 
pasture-land, mantled with vernel green. We saw 
on all sides a broad grassy plain, sloping back towards 
the Moqui villages. This plain we estimated to be 
seven miles broad, covered in its whole extent with 
the choicest "black grama" grass, and in area could 
not have been less than 20,000 acres. It was suc
ceeded by a hilly formation, and we were then sur
rounded by buttes of odd and picturesque shapes. 
When the skirt of these hills was reached a prolific 
growth of sage-brush and grease-wood asserted its 
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dominion. We crossed the :first range of hills without 
serious bother, and descended into a second broad 
expanse of refreshing green grass running for miles 
in every direction. Herds of Navajo ponies were 
discernible on the Hanks of the small knolls enclosing 
this lovely meadow on the south, and sheep trails 
without number, leading hither and thither, showed. 
unmistakably that the Navajoes were sensible of the 
value of this grand pasturage. 

The sun was almost below the horizon when we 
drove up alongside of two or three deep pools, where 
we watered the mules and filled what little was lacking 
in our keg and canteens. 

Near this tank was a deposit of fine-grained clay, 
very plastic, drying readily in the sun, tenacious, 
susceptible of a beautiful polish, and destined some 
day to become an important article of commerce. 

The various hills and buttes, blue in the distance, 
changed as we drew near to peaks of black basalt, 
covered at base with a thin talus of reddish earth, the 
result of their own disintegration. Where the grama 
grass, as it sometimes did, grew in and upon the black 
basalt itself the combination of colours was peculiarly 
effective, and in the rays of the sinking sun the mounds 
looked like moleskin. 

Nahi left us this evening at our bivouac in the 
hills, some twenty miles south of Mushangnewy. We 
did not need his services, as the country was no longer 
strange, and we could not be more than forty miles 
from the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad. 
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The next morning we moved out long before day
break, not having any breakfast, as our previous 
bivouac had been made after dark, and was without 
water. Three miles out on the trail we came to an 
"arroyo" full of tiny, trickling springs, dammed up 
by the Navajoes. The reservoirs thus formed were 
protected from mules, ponies, or burros which might 
desire to enter, by framework of cedar branches 
inclined across the water. 

Here we stayed only long enough to water the 
animals and prepare for ourselves a cup of hot coffee. 
Ten miles farther we again halted, still in a country 
full of lava and basalt hills of small elevation, but 
comely in contour and proportions. In the early gray 
of the morning they peeped above the horizon, hazy 
and ill-defined, assuming shape and tone as we slowly 
diminished the distance between them and us, show
ing grassy bases and rugged lava crests, seamed and 
hacked with ravines and gashes of all sizes. 

The only signs of animate creation were a vicious 
badger, which eyed us suspiciously from a hole into 
which it retreated precipitately as a bullet whistled 
alongside its head; a lordly eagle sailing lazily in 
mid-air; a scared jack-rabbit jumping and doubling 
wildly over and behind sage-brush, its white feathery 
rump showi~g at one instant, and the next its delicate, 
long pink ears, tremulously erect in the sunlight as 
it paused for breath and to watch our strange vehicle; 
and lastly, in a pretty green valley, herds of Navajo 
sheep and goats, a "bunch" of their ponies, three or 
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four petty corn patches, and as many "hogans " 
(houses). In this beautiful nook, at the foot of a 
sugar -loaf mesa of black and green, and in face of 
another which might be mistaken for its twin brother, 
we rested for two hours, an indulgence appreciated by 
the mules, which ate ravenously of the succulent 
herbage. 

Before Gordon had unharnessed a Navajo woman 
and a little girl rode up and examined our team with 
studious, half-satisfied eyes, and then without a word 
stolidly rode away. Two hundred yards from where 
we rested the Navajoes had dug out a spring and 
made a reservoir and drinking-place for their herds. 
This reservoir was full of tadpoles and the fish-reptile 
of Arizona, a peculiar creature, formed like a fish, but 
having four legs as well as fins. It corresponds closely 
to the "axolotl" of Mexico. 

Not a mile below this spring began what are known 
as "the breaks of the Little Colorado," an elented 
plateau, in two benches, the crest of the upper 1200 feet 
and that of the lower 600 feet above the level of the 
stream. For a distance of fifteen miles back from the 
river is a desert unsurpassed for aridity by any equal 
area in the whole world. Wi;nd and water in the rainy 
season have eroded the faces of the benches into 
thousands of odd for~s, in which the neutral tints of 
bluish-gray, reddish-brown, and sage-brush green vie 
for prominence, and are blended in a confusion as 
pleasing as it is bewildering. 

A few shrivelled sprigs of grease-wood, a speck or 
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so of sage-brush seen at great intervals, and in one or 
two shady nooks a solitary leaflet of green which may 
be grass, or something else, constitute the sole verdure, 
the sole covering for these hills of burnt, baked clay 
and sand. 

While on the incline leading down from the upper 
bench a thunderstorm arose without a moment's 
notice, and gave us all a good drenching. Here could 
be made out the grade of what must at one time have 
been a very respectable piece of engineering, a road 
down into the valley below, or rather down to the 
lower bench, following the best curves, avoiding points 
where clay or rock would have been likely to interfere 
with wheel or pack transportation, or crossing chasms 
demanding a great amount of hard labour and the' 
exercise of the best judgment in the construction of 
retaining walls and buttresses of stone. 

This we had no doubt was the work of the Mormons, 
who had been trying to make a road to connect their 
Arizona settlements with those north of the Canon of 
the Colorado. 

'Vhoever had done the work had done it well, but 
fruitlessly. A fearful cloud-burst must have swept 
over this place lately, and with immense power had 
hurled great cubes of rock from their positions or 
gnawed out awful gaps 5 and 6 feet deep and 8 and 
10 feet wide in the path we were to descend. 

We set to work with a will; took off our coats, 
rolled up our sleeves, dislodged the biggest boulders 
we could find above each gap, and let them slide down 

Digitized by Coogle 



348 SNAKE-DANCE OF THE MOQUIS. 

SO as to fill them sufficiently. The retaining walls 
made convenient quarries,-a succour almost providen
tial, as we had no axe strong enough to fell trees had 
any been near. 

We lifted the greatest boulders, many of them 80 

heavy that they required the combined efforts of our 
whole party of four, and after getting them into the 
worst gaps in the line of travel, laboured with renewed 
energy to fill in with smaller stones or clay scooped 
up in handfuls. 

The leaders were unharnessed, and led to the foot 
of the repaired road, and then the cool and skilful 
Gordon managed the wheelers, while the rest of us 
held for dear life to the straps and wheels on the upper 
side to keep the ambulance from overturning. 

Upon reaching the bottom of this horrible" wash
out" our hands were covered with blood, oozing from 
scratches and cuts received in the struggle with stub
born rocks, and our clothes were wet with perspiration 
from exhausting work under so burning a sun. 

At the foot of the mesa a pretty little valley, or 
"caii.ada," as the Mexicans would call it, spread out, 
where in the shadow of high bluffs green grass and 
young sage-brush grew with luxuriance. 

The cloud-burst by which such havoc had been 
wrought at the upper end of the grade must have been 
unusually potential in its energy, but restricted in its 
area, and had left no traces of its violence in this 
lovely glade which we followed down a short distance 
until it opened out upon the broad and unhappy-
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looking valley of the Colorado Chiquito. It was not 
less than twelve or fifteen miles from the base of the 
bluffs upon which we were to the thread of the stream 
-a distance not great in itself, but made apparently 
interminable by being nothing but a perfectly flat 
expanse of sUn-baked clay, above which, at rare inter
vals, projected hummocks of sage-brushes, looking like 
little islands in a vast ocean of mud. Such they must 
be whenever the pigmy current of the river swollen 
by mountain rains becomes a raging sea and covers 
the low country for miles along its banks. 

The rays of the sun, reflected back from the 
polished surface of the plain, dazzled and pained our 
inflamed eyes, and made us regret the cool, green 
glade in the hill-skirts. 

For fifteen miles we pulled over this unwholesome 
and exasperating desert, our weariness aggravated by 
a mirage reflecting with tantalising distinctness the 
limbs and branches of the young cottonwood along 
the banks of the distant river. 

There was no change in the formation until we 
approached the immediate vicinity of the banks, when 
we encountered low bluffs of sandstone and shale and 
a beach of water-worn pebbles, and passed through 
a grove of petrified trees, lying on the ground in 
fragments, . the average length of the pieces being 
from 5 to 10 feet, and the diameter from 12 inches 
to twice that dimension. Moran called to me to 
look back at the mesa we had descended. We 
saw that it was a regular "bad land," for all the 
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world like that at Green River, Wyoming, and no 
doubt a continuation of it. The combination of 
neutral tints was so harmonious, and the stratifica
tion of red clay, yellow "Sandstone, buff clay, marl, 
and shale, so regularly and horizontally banded and 
striped, that it suggested the idea of man's handi
work. 

Our course had turned up-stream, going nearly 
east, from which direction a faint and refreshing 
breeze was blowing. 

Dead in front of us two or three perfectly vertical, 
symmetrical, and well- defined whirlwinds lazily 
whisked across the plain, pirouetting gracefully about 
their axe. 

While our eyes admiringly followed their move
ments the breeze rose into a gale; the gentle murmur, 
which at first had so pleased us, gave way to a harsh 
scream, the forerunner of that meanest of afBictions
the Arizona sand-storm. 

The sky became overcast, assuming a dull-gray 
colour, which soon changed to a yellowish-brown from 
the mass of sand and dust held in suspension in 
the atmosphere; on the higher hills, in the distant 
horizon, purplish-black, hour-glass-shaped water-spouts 
were wreaking destruction upon the fair face of 
Nature. The sand-storm blew with savage fury for 
the remainder of the day, filling the ambulance with 
a drift of dust, and so covering our clothing that we 
could have been mistaken for millers. 

The irritating particles settled in eyes or hung 
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upon lids, lashes, moustaches, or in ears, and upon 
lips and mouth. 

We did not care much for our own distress and 
discomfort, but the poor mules, so severely strained 
all day, were beginning to show signs of speedily 
giving out. 

We could barely make out their heads, and could 
not tell whether or not they were following the road. 
I determined to abandon the effort to reach Sunset 
that night, and directed Gordon to halt upon reach
ing a low sandstone bluff, then a short distance 
ahead. 

My plans changed when we reached there. The 
tempest lulled for a moment, enabling Gordon to look 
forward and descry what he felt confident was a farm
house of unusual size surrounded by stacks of hay. 
This he thought could be reached in a very little 
while, and by so doing we could help the animals by 
getting them hay and perhaps grain. 

The river, which was not very far away on our 
right, was separated from us by a tract of overflowed 
ground, the breeding-place of malaria and mosquitoes. 
So, all things considered, we thought we could not 
do better than trudge on at snail's pace to the farm
house, or whatever it might prove to be. 

The progress made was wretchedly slow, and I 
do not think that our leg-weary mules would have 
been successful had we not run upon five or six cows, 
with full udders, jogging complacently to the barn
yard, to yield up their rich tribute of fragrant milk. 

Digitized by Coogle 



352 SNAKE-DANCE OF THE MOQUIS. 

The sight of these domestic animals had a most en
couraging effect upon the mules, which pricked up 
their ears and threw themselves into their collars 
with fresh courage. 

We were all-animals and men-badly" tuckered 
out" as we drew rein in front of the row of hay
stacks and the long palisade of one-storied log-houses, 
which in the gloom of approaching night were all that 
we could distinguish of the Mormon settlement of 
Sunset. 

Our arrival occasioned a great deal of surprise to 
the Mormons. They had learned a week previously, 
from a party of Moqui Indians who had seen us at 
the snake - dance, that we purposed making the 
trip, but they believed it to be impossible with an 
ambulance. Three or four of their men had gone out 
to examine the condition of the grade down which we 
had come. They had gone as far as the summit of 
the mesa-the terminal point of the completed road, 
and had there found the wash-out, which they con
sidered would be impassable for any wheeled vehicle. 
The tracks of the animals ridden by these men had 
given us some uneasiness. We saw where they had 
circled and twisted round in the vicinity of the road 
and were unable to conjecture what their business 
might be. We saw that they were not U estrays," 
the boot-tracks alongside the road showing that the 
animals had been ridden, and by Americans; but if 
Americans, they might be horse-thieves-a surmise 
which made us uncomfortable. 
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The Mormons plied us with questions, and 
expressed astonishment and gratification at our 
successful descent into the valley; one of our interro
gators, who had been out with the road-viewers, said 
that he would have been willing to bet $10,000 that 
an ambulance could not get down that fearful place 
without going to pieces. cc You can bet $10,000 
more," I replied, "that this ambulance will never do 
it again, at least if I have anything to say about it." 

My conversation with the Mormons was inter
rupted by the rapid approach of three or four men, 
whose dress was as dirty as our own, and whose un
trimmed hair and beards and burned countenances 
betokened severe exposure to sun and wind and rain. 
Under all these forbidding externals they had the 
manner and bearing of well-bred gentlemen. They 
introduced themselves as members of the U.S. Geo
logical Survey, and gave their names as Gilbert 
Thompson, Topographer in charge; J. A. Hillers, 
Photographer; James Webster, and Levi Bootes,
the last the son of Colonel Bootes of the army. 

No welcome could have been more cordial or more 
generous. Moran had known Hillers in days gone 
by, but that did not make any difference in 'the treat
ment accorded to either of us or to our men. Thomp
son had his drivers unharness our played-out animals 
and turn them loose upon a bed of hay. 

They were soon watered, provided with all the hay 
and grain they could eat, and were gently Happing 
their ears and whisking their tails in the dreamy 

2A 
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delusion that they had reached the mule's paradise. 
After we had seen them thus bountifully provided 
for we followed Thompson and the other gentlemen 
to the tents of the surveyors. Jack, the cheery
voiced cook, had done wonders in the short time since 
our arrival. 

He had spread a canvas upon the ground and 
covered it with everything his larder afforded, and 
we feasted heartily on mush-melons and clabber, 
a combination which ought to have killed us, but. 
did not. 

Hillers reappeared with a mixture of ginger and 
whisky. The ginger was all;right, but the whisky, 
from the Mormon town of Brigham, was as vile as 
Arizona could produce, and, to judge from its taste, 
was compounded of equal portions of camphine, 
cayenne pepper, and carbolic acid. 

But Hillers meant well, and, in all seriousness, did 
us a great deal of good. 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 

Sunset--A primitive settlement--A Mormon service-
Untaught eloquence-Conclusion. 

WHEN we awaked and dressed we learned that it was 
Sunday, the 21st of August. We made our ablutions 
in the "acequia" flowing behind the tent, and as we 
looked up saw that we were the focus of the glances 
of an irregular group of sturdy Mormon boys, all 
barefooted, all freckled, all in shirt-sleeves, all with 
one brace drawn tight across the right shoulder, 
and all, I must admit, manly and bold in appearance. 

They looked as if cut out by the one die, or, at 
least, as if patterned after the one model. This was 
the result not of common parentage, but of the co
operative system of supply prevailing in Utah, by 
which all the towns and villages receive their clothing 
in gross, and all the children, one may say, are clad in 
uniform. This idea grows into conviction when one 
turns to describe the hats, heirlooms dating back to a 
generation prior to the coming of Columbus. These 
hats are of coarse straw, grown yellow in the sun; 
each is deeply voluted at the rim, except at the seg
ment bitten out by dogs at play. 

There are no such ornaments as hat-bands or hat-
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ribbons to be seen among the Mormon youngsters in 
these outlying settlements, or " stakes," as they desig
nate them, and how they manage to keep this 
wonderful head-gear on during the prevailing sand
storms is something which passes comprehension. 

These boys are near enough of a size to be twins, 
but all sizes may be had for the asking, from the 
moon-eyed baby at its mother's breast to the brawny 
youth driving home the herds. 

They are all nice boys, guiltless of the impertinence 
to strangers one would be sure to encounter in our 
own small villages. 

Indeed, they are more noticeable from their 
astounding uniformity in the way of shocking bad 
hats and shocking bad freckles than from any dis
agreeable peculiarities. 

The most unpleasant feature in their talk is the 
monotonous drawl of their words, which in themselves 
are amusing enough. 

" Any centipedes around here, Bul1 " 
" Qui-i-i-ite a fe-e-e-ew." 
That boy was right; there we1'e centipedes in and 

around Sunset, and one which Mr. Thompson had 
captured that very morning was over five inches long, 
lusty, and square-shouldered. 

The Mormons courteously invited us to attend 
Divine service in their school building, an invitation 
which I was glad to receive and accept. 

Before the hour for the religious exercises there 
was time for a str.oll about town, which I made along 
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with Moran and Thompson, and a chatty, convivial 
old gentleman named Shutt, who had come down from 
Salt Lake with the survey party, and had borne the 
hard knocks with unfailing good humour. 

I found him bright, amusing, jolly, good-natured, 
and with the bland, affable, but sometimes self-im
portant, air so common with gentlemen past middle 
age, who are getting to be, as the small boy said, 
"hump-backed in the stomach." 

In appearance he was the personification of Fal
staffian good-fellowship: his head bald and shiny, the 
result, according to his own story, of early piety; 
his nose, peeled by the sun, bulbous and spongy, and 
emulating the colours of the dahlia; and his eyes 
scalded out of all colour by the fierce sand-.blasts. 

Take him in his entirety he was certainly the worse 
for wear, but he had lost none of his good-humour, and 
added much to the life of his party. 

" Sunset" consists of a long building, one story 
high, built around a hollow square, to which there are 
two entrances,-open spaces in the line of palisade 
buildings,-each wide enough for the passage of farm 
vehicles. It is constructed of upright cottonwood 
trunks, chinked with mud, and covered with an in
clined roof of pine planking. The square is :fifty 
yards on a side, and amply commodious for all the 
present needs of the community. All windows 
and doors face upon this square, a feature in the 
construction induced by fear of roving bands of 
hostile Apaches or Navajoes. 
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In this one building over two hundred men, women, 
and children reside, although at that time numbers 
were absent for various reasons. Families were 
separated by partition walls, but messing was com
munal, all the inhabitants eating together in the large 
dining-hall in the centre of the square. 

We did not arrive very early at the service for a 
very good reason,-a feast of red-ripe luscious water
melons caused us to forget Mormons, church, and 
everything else. 

The fruit was delicious, equal to anything of the 
kind I had ever tasted, and, according to the boys who 
sold it, did better than any other product of the valley. 

The Mormons have had to contend against the 
most appalling obstacles in the establishment of this 
" Stake of Zion," an,d deserve all the credit which can 
attach to energy, patience, and industry. 

They have proved that cattle will do finely in the 
foot-hills, where they can secure plenty of nutritious 
grasses, spring or reservoir water, and a perfect immu
nity from their worst enemy, severe cold. 

The value for agricultural purposes of the la:ll,.ds at 
Sunset was still undetermined, but a .Ii;tle 'fartb~r up 
the Colorado Chiquito, along the liI?-e of the railroad, 
at the towns of Saint Joseph, Holdbrook, Woodruff, 
and Saint John, good crops of cereals, fruits, and 
vegetables can be counted upon· yearly. At Sunset 
the well-water is impregnated with salt, but at the 
other towns named it is free from every deleterious or 
unpleasant ingredient. 
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Not only melons, but onions, peas,beans, beets,com, 
and wheat are raised in quantities sufficient to excite 
great hopes for the future prosperity of all these 
young settlements. They have numbers of cows, 
all fat and in excellent condition, which keep them 
supplied with milk, of whose richness and delicious 
flavour I shall always testify with the greatest willing-
ness. \ 

Sunset, I was told by a lame Mormon, was 
garrisoned by the Order of Enoch, a sort of com
munistic society pertaining to the church of Latter
Day Saints. 

Divine service was held in the building, which, 
during week-days, served as a school-house. The 
congregation was composed of from seventy-five to 
eighty persons, the men in their shirt-sleeves, and 
one-half the grand total children. The presiding 
elder or bishop had delayed the opening exercises on 
our account; the first hymn, chanted by the whole 
assemblage, began as we took our seats on the benches 
reserved for us. 

The theme was one of praise to Almighty God, 
who had watched over and guided His people through 
storms, tribuIation, and persecution, confounding kings 
and dukes and counts. 

I judged it to be a favourite with the singers, 
nearly all of whom had left Europe to escape oppressive 
and iniquitous laws. 

Mter the hymn came a sermon by "Brother" 
Savage. 
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This old gentleman was a study, and an interesting 
one. 

He was a grizzled old Englishman from the 
humbler walks of life, whose early educational advan
tages had been but slender. 

His unkempt hair hung in tangled, gray masses, 
down his shoulders; his complexion, sanguine, sun
burned, and weather-beaten, was badly freckled; and 
his snaggled teeth, projecting tusk-like from an un
necessarily large mouth, helped, with the matted locks, 
to conceal and disguise the acute and astute mind, of 
which an occasional suspicion was aroused by the 
quick flashes of humour and intelligence shooting 
from the bright blue eyes, almost covered up under 
shaggy brows. 

He was innocent of coat, collar, or cuffs, and his 
raiment ran the gamut of dilapidation and dirt, from 
the old and filthy vest to the older and filthier shirt, 
and the oldest and filthiest of pantaloons; each 
bearing, as a veteran his scars, a full comple
ment of patches-souvenirs of hard and honourable 
sel'Vlce. 

" Brother" Savage, I thought, must be one of those 
people of whom we frequently read, who feeling the 
" power of the spirit," yield to the holy impulse, and 
throw themselves with fervour into the work of evan
gelising souls by "orating" to their neighbours upon 
" Scripter." Such self-appointed ministers may be
come bores-frequently they become nuisances; yet 
in some instances, and "Brother" Savage, I take it, 
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was one, they develop oratorical and polemical powers 
not to be underrated, and command the fullest respect 
of the little flocks that hearken to their ministra
tions. At the commencement of his discourse 
" Brother" Savage was certainly timid, embarrassed, 
perhaps "stage-frightened," in presence of so many 
strangers; these feelings rapidly disappeared as he 
warmed to his theme, and we were soon compelled 
to acknowledge that he possessed a fund of shrewd, 
logical common - sense, and had made the best use 
of all opportunities of study thrown in his way. 

To criticise his sermon in all fairness, I have given 
an outline of his personal appearance, his uncouth 
manners and rustic apparel, and have also referred to 
the impressions to which these gave rise; but it is 
simple justice and nothing else to concede that his 
discourse was one of the best I had ever listened to, 
and far superior to many I have had inflicted upon 
me by high-salaried clergymen of greater pretensions. 

One had to forget or ignore a few grammatical 
solecisms and peculiarities of pronunciation like 
" brethring," " sistern," "traditionated," and others of 
that type, and to attend only to the logical perspicuity 
with which he laid down for the information of the 
visitors an exposition of the Mormon doctrine, based, 
as he claimed, upon the" sacred Scripter." He out
lined the belief of his co-religionists in all that Christ 
taught: baptism by immersion, the imposition of 
hands, etc., but carefully excluded from his disquisition 
any reference to polygamy. His manner was gentle 
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but earnest; his diction unlettered but forcible; and 
his argument subtle and cogent within the limits 
assigned them. He made a very forcible impression 
upon me, and I was sincerely glad that I had attended 
the services and heard him. Mr. Shutt dosed placidly 
on the "anxious bench" during the whole sermon, 
his nose gleaming like the head-light of a locomotive. 
He indignantly contradicted our opinion that he had 
not followed the preacher's arguments, and claimed 
that he was satisfied from the explanations made that 
Mormonism, except in the one phase of polygamy, 
was as clearly an evolution-an outgrowth from the 
spirit and teachings of Puritanism-as any other of 
the creeds enunciated on our continent in the last 
one hundred years. 

When Brother Savage had concluded com
munion was celebrated. This was after the simplest 
of models-a distribution of wheat-bread in great 
chunks and of water in pitchers, every one who 80 

desired helping himself as the attendants approached 
him. 

The congregation did not have much to commend 
them in the matter of intellectuality, as expressed 
upon their countenances. The men were of ordinary 
mental calibre, and the women coarse, clumsy, un
refined, and from the down-trodden castes of Europe. 
Some of the little babies were comely, but only one 
grown woman could be included in such a category ; 
this was a young girl, just budding into maturity, 
whose correct anatomical outline was rather suggested 
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than concealed by her clean calico garments, and 
whose countenance had much that was modest, gentle, 
and refined. 

Next to her in beauty, although this term is 
rather too strong for its present application, came 
three Navajo-Mormon half-breed girls, whose black, 
flashing eyes, long lashes, aquiline noses, and olive 
complexions recalled to mind the physiognomies of 
the women of Judea. 

Among the men at Sunset was Bishop Hatch, in 
my opinion the shrewdest and brightest person in the 
community. His name has already been cited as an 
authority in these pages, and I enter it again to say 
that in a long conversation I received a corroboration 
or explanation of the inferences and conclusions drawn 
from my personal observations of the Moquis. Bishop 
Hatch had once lived among them for years, speaks 
their language with fluency, and although not highly 
educated, is shrewd and intelligent. 

It is now time to awaken the gentle reader, 
and tell him my task is done and his martyrdom 
ended. 

I should be pleased to have had him remain with 
Moran and myself while we completed the tour of the 
other Mormon villages on this stream, or pressed down 
to Camp Apache, and noted the manners and customs 
of that fierce, brave race, the Apaches; or returning, 
remarked upon the quaint peculiarities of the Indians 
of Zuni; but this would be too much of a tax upon 
his patience. It is better we should part now before 
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364 SNAKE-DANCE OF THE MOQUIS. 

he is thoroughly worn out. I leave him at the advance 
station of the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad, whose 
locomotives are shrilly whistling as I write. 

I do not know to what railroad centre he may 
wish to be carried; to the young one of Albuquerque, 
the older of Kansas City and Omaha, the bustling 
activity of Chicago and Saint Louis, or the far-distant 
cities of N ew York, Boston, or Philadelphia, but 
whithersoever it may be, I wish him God-speed and 

FAREWELL. 
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ALTAR, REPRESENTING SNAKES AND MOUNTAIN LION. 

Digitized by Google 
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PI XIX. 

ALTAR REPRESENTING RAIN CLOUDS AND LIGHTNING . 

Digitized by Goog I e 
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PI TI. 

ATIENDANT FANNING SNAKE . 

Digitized by Goog I e 
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YOUNG GIRL THROWING SACRE.D CORN MEAL UPON SNAKE.S . 

Digitized by Google 
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SACRED LODGE Digitized by Google 
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ALTAR, REPRESENTING SNAKES AND MOUNTAIN LION. 

Digitized by Google 
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ALTAR REPRESENTING RAIN CLOUDS AND LIGHTNING 

Digitized by Coogle 
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JLEMENTS SEEN IN SNAKE D:MlI~'Ei byGoogle 





Digitized by Google 



Digitized by Coe 



Pl. xx. 

t · 1 

3 

STONE IMPLEMENTS SEEN IN SNAKE DANCE G I 
Digitized by oog e 



Digitized by Coogle 



PI XXI 

SEA-SHELS, POTTERY BASKET, AND FEATHER WAND. 

Digitized by Google 
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DECORATION UPON WALL OF ESTUFA 
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DECORATION UPON WALL OF ESTUFA" 

Digit"ized by Google 
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DECORATION UPON WALL OF ESTUFA 

Digitized by Google 
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Pl. XXVfl. 

MOQUI METHOD OF PREPARING MUSH Ifl UNDERGROUIID OVE'lS 

Digitized by Google 
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Pl . XXVIIl-1 
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PU~BLO POTTERY. I FROM SAN ILDEFONSO 2 MUSHANGNEWY. 
3 HUALPI 4 SPOON, SUCHONGNEWY 5 LADLE SUMOPOWY 

6 CONDIMENT STAND. 7 TOY MOCCASIN 8 WATER JAR 9 CANTEEN 

Digitized by Google 
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15 16 

PUEBLO POTTERY 10 PITCHER, /I BOWL , 12 WATER JAR, 13 WATER JAR, 

14 LADLE , 15 BOWL, 16 BOWL, 26 PITCHER, 27Dg,!,Je~~ oogle 
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PUEBLO POTTERY. 17 &-19 ANIMAL fiGURES, 18 BOWL, 20 JAR, 
21 &.22 ANIMAL FIGURES, 23 BASKET, 24 WATER JAR 25 PITCHER . 

Digitized '1y Coogle 
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I MORTAR AND PESTLE. 2 STONE MILL 3 WATER JUG 
4 M ASK Digitized by GooS Ie 





Pi. XXX 

\ .~4' 
\.....-.. _-_.:fF. .. ---.' 
~-- . . .. -

~\l 

2 

3 5 

IDOLS . I VOTIVE OFFERING OF TWIGS, 2 OF BASALT, 

3 &.5 OF CONCRETIONARY SANDSTONE,4 SANDSTONE SLAB 

Digitized by Google 
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Pl. XXXI. 

STONE IMPLEMENTS . HAMMER, HATCHET, BOW-DRILL, 

AXE AND PICK 

Digitized by Google 
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.4 Calalogue of A merimn and Foreign Books Pu6lished 0' 
JTfi/££rled £"£1 MEEERS~ SAMPEUN LoU{ & cau 

6e had on applicalion. 

7£f'QWTf 7£ui/df"~£,,, I,,~,,~ Flef'! 7£b'«I, 
SIp/ember, 1883. 

tbt i:ist of :Books 

SAtwtPsorr LOW, Mi/i/SPON, SEARLE, & RIVINGTON. 

ALPEEABd1"ICAd LISA. 

ABqUT Some f:el~~s . . :By an ETON~ Boy!~ ~uthor of II A 
"ay my ,-",th limp, squ£'Tff' 16m,," 2S. "'~ 

Adams (C . .K.) Manual of Historical Lilerature. Crown 8vo, 
12S. 6tJ. 

Al(()ff (u",£Sa H)~ :B:;;dl aud Jill 5s. 
-- Prover6 Siories. 16mo, 3s. 6d. 
-~~ ~ Old~Fas'~;'?ned SS!an,i;ts,£:ivin,g .Day~ 3s. 
~~ S1t£wl Agraps. 2S. Sd. 
--- See also" Low's Standard Novels" and" Rose Library." 
Aldrdh (r B.) l~riaTf Jerty£ds rtauti!i£f Vf'rg 

choicely printed on band-made paper, parchment cover, 3J'. 6tJ. 
- Poetical Works~ lUi/ion tie Luxe~ Ve"'l handsomely 

7~,,£nd illTfftrrted, r£s. 
ADen (E. A.) Rock me 10 Sleep, Mother. With 18 full-page 

Illustrations, e1egantlr bound, f,~"p. ttr" St. 
AlIitdfS~an "Sden ,i/ Lel/trE, rtes of Thortru, Erring, WebstTff. 

Small post 8vo, cloth~ ~. 6tJ. e~c,: ~ . ~~ 
Andtdfm (Hans Clzn~rtian) 1"alry 1illet~ W£tR£ 10 ,~ •• - ... ,_~~ 

4l7ustratirus in 4l7,lours by E. B. Cheag Cditior, St-
Angley s Strange Experienm (An). By COTSWOLD Isys. '\\"ith 

An,£;li:;.r"Tff ~~ust'''~~i;i'l:o';l~serips Dirbdory, "Autcliffe," 
.. Lambert," I, Martin," and .. Tbeakston." 

Ars,~£", ~drgliaTff) EnSA,1z .Dr£:;;maAlts of rv-daA~ Cmwn 

Arnold (G. M.) Rowl Pocock, lhe Gravesend Historian. 
CTffWU g,s;s, cl"Rh, St. 

Arl Education. See Biographies of Great Artists," "Illus
trated Text Books," "Mollett's Dictionary." 

AU';;tol~~~~ g:::t:i~/£~e~::: !,. ~~~ive ~xt. 2 

folio, £16 IW. 
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SampsOlJ Low, NantOlJ, c,.. Co.'s 

Audsley (G. A.) Tlu Art oj Chromo-Lithography. Coloured 
Plates and Text. Folio, 631. 

A"dsley (w. and G. A.) Outlines oj Orna,nmI. Small folio, 
very numerous illustrations, 31s. 6d. 

Auerb~ch (B.) SPiIIOza. Translated. 2 vols., 18mo, <IS. 

BALDWIN U-) Story oj Siegfried. Emblematical bind
ing,6s. 

Bankruptcy: Inutilityojtlu Laws. Lord SAeriJl'OOkis Remedy. 
Crown 8vo, II. 

Batlwzte (Alexander) Waitat'Una: A Story oj New Zealand 
Life. Crown 8vo, cloth, 51. 

Batley (A. w.) Etcned Studies for Interior Daoration. Im
perlal folio, ~2I. 6d. 

THE BAYARD SERIES. 
Edited by the late J. HAIN FlllSWELL. 

Comprising Pleasure Books of Literature produced in the Choicest Style as 
Companionable Volumes at Home and Abroad • 

.. We caD hardly imqiDe better books COl' boys to read or Cor IIWI to ponder 
over:'-TiIlU6. . 
. Price o •• 6tl. ,tiel Yo"'.", "",flit, ill ibt{f, .fIaille ,lotio ",IN, ZiJI ,quo 

'lJ}itlo Ii,. H,tuI6tuuU tuUlR,zul"". 
The Story of the Chevalier Bayard. Coleridge's Christabel, and other 

By M. De Berville. Imaginative Poems. With Preface 
De Joinville's St. Louis, King of by AlIzemon C. Swinburne. 

France. Lord Chesterfield's Letters, Sen-
The Essays of Abraham Cowley, in- tences, and Maxims. With In-

cluding all his Prose Works. troductioD by the Editor, and 
Abdallah; or, The Four Leaves. Essay on Chesterfield by M. de 

By Edouard Laboullaye. Ste.-Beu\'e, of the French Aca-
Table-Talk and Opinions of Na- demy. 

poleon Buonaparte. The King and the Commons. A 
Vathek: An Oriental Romance. Selection of Cavalier and Puritan 

By William Beckford. Songs. EditedbyProfessorMorley. 
Words of Wellington: Maxims and Essays in Mosaic. By Thos. Ballan-

Opinions of the Great Duke. tyne.. 
Dr. Johnson's Rasselas, Prince of My Uncle Tobf; his Story and his 

Abyssinia. With Notes. Friends. Edited byP. Fitzgemld. 
Hazlitt's Round Table. With Bio· Reflections; or, Moral Sentences and 

graphical Introduction. Maxims of the Duke de la Roche-
The Re1igio Medici, Hydriotaphia, foucau1d. 

and the Letter to a Friend. By Socrates: Memoirs for English 
Sir Thomas Browne, Knt. Readers from Xenophon's Memo. 

Ballad Poetry of the AffecUons.:By rabilia. Br. Edw. Levien. 
Robert Buchanan. Prince Albert s Golden Precepts. 
..f C_ mtllIiIIi"l 13 VIII_"tria 3". 6tl.; IW 1M q_ ujtwrIIIl)',~ ".611. 
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List of Pu6limtiom. 3 

BtlJ (Major): RamIJia-Sjain. Frrml Inl1l to Cer6ere. 
Crown 8vo, St. 6ti. 

Beumers' German Copy1J()(JRs. In six gradations at 4'i, each. 
Biarl (Lucien) Adventures of a Young Naturalist. Edited and 

adapted by PARKER. GILLMOllL With 117 Illustrations on Wood. 
Post 8vo, 'cloth extra, gilt edges, New Edition, 7s. 6ti. 

Bkkerstetk's Hymnal Companion to Book of Common Prayer 
may be had in various styles and bindings from It/. to 2U. Prke 
LUI and Prospt€tus will 6e flrwart/ed on applkatio". 

Bkkerstetk (Rev. E. 8., M.A.) TM Chroman ill his Home. 
Small post 8vo, U. 

--- Ef'allgelical Ckurtkmanship and Evangelical Edectkism. 
8vo, u. 

--- From Year to Year .. a CoUedtOn of On'ginal Poetkal 
Pieces. Small post 8vo. 

- The Masters Home-Call; or, Bmf Memorials oj Alice 
Frances Bickersteth. ~ Thousand. -~ cloth gilt, u. 

--- TM Masters WiN. A Funeral Sermon preached on 
the Death of Mrs. S. Gurney Buxtou. Sewn, 6ti. ; cloth gilt, u. 

-- The Shati(Jfll of the R«k. A Selection of ReligioUl 
Poetry. 18mo, cloth extra, 23. 6ti. 

- Tlze ShatilJweti Home and the Ligkt Beyond. 7th 
Edition, crown 8vo, cloth extra, 51. 

BillmJugk (E. J.) " Twizt France and Spain." [In the press. 
Biognzpkks of the Great ArlNs (Dlustratetl). Crown 8vo, 

emblemlLtica1 binding, 31.6ti. per' )lume, except where the price is given. 
Claude Lorrain.· Mantegna and Francia. 
Correggio, by M. E. Heaton, 23.6r Meissouier, by J. W. Mollett, 23. 6tI. 
Della Robbia and Cellini, 23. 6ti. Miche1angeloBuonarotti,byClc!ment. 
Albrecht DUrer, by R. F. Heath. Murillo, by Ellen E. Minor, 23. 6ti. 
Figure Painters of Holland. Overbeck, by J. B. Atkinson. 
FraAngelico,Masaccio,andBotticelli. Raphael, by N. D'Anvers. 
Fra Bartolommeo, Albertinelli, and Rembrandt, by J. W. Mollett. 

Andrea del Sarto. Reynolds, by F. S. Pulling. 
Gainsborongh and Coustable. Rubens, by C. W. Kett. 
Ghiberti and Donatello, 23. 6ti. Tintoretto, by W. R. Osler. 
Giotto, by Harry Quilter. Titian, by R. F. Heath. 
Hans Holbein, by Joseph Cundall. Turner, by Cosmo Monkhouse. . 
Hogarth, by Austin Dobson. Vandyck and Hals, by P. R. Head. 
Landseer, by F. G. Stevens. Velasquez, by E. Stowe. 
Lawrence and Romuey, by Lord Verllet and Delaroche, by J. R. 

Ronald Gower, 23. 6ti. Rees. 
Leonardo da Vinci. Watteau, by J. W. Mollett, 23. 6ti. 
Uttle Masters of Germany, by W. Wilkie, by J. W. MoUett. 

B. Scott. 
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4 Sampson Low, Marston, &0- CAe's 

Bird (F. J.) Ameriean Prtzdieal Dyers Comjanilm. 8vo, 42S. 

Bird (8. E.) Cluss Pradia. 8vo, 2S. 6tf. 
Black (Wm.) NtnJds. See" Low's Standard Library." 
BlacklJurn (Hen",) Dreton Folk: An Artistic Tour in Brittany. 

With 171 IIIustratioDS by RANDOLPH CALDECOTT. Imperial 8vo, 
cloth extra, gilt edges, 211.; plainer binding, lOS. 6d. 

- Pyrenees (ne). With 100 Illustrations by GUSTAVE 
Dod, corrected to 1881. Crown 8vo, 7/.6d. 

Blackmore (R. D.) Lorna D(J()IJe. :Bditiontieluxe. Crown 4to, 
very numeroDS Illustrations, cloth, gilt edges, 31S. 6d.; parchment, 
DDCUt, top gilt, 351. Cheap Edition, small post 8vo, 61. 

-- N(I'{)e/s. See" Low's Standard Library." 
Blai/de (William) HtJ1II to get Strong anti IttJ1ll to Stay so. 

A Manual of Rational, Physical, Gymnastic, and other Ezercises. 
With IllustratioDS, small post 8vo, sr. 

B(JQls of lite World, Depided and DtscrilJd lJy one of tlte Cra/I. 
With Coloured Plates, showing every kind of rig, 4tO, 31. 6d. 

Bock (Carl). Tilt Head Hunters of Borneo: Up tire Manak
kam, and Down the Barlta; also Joumeyings in Sumatra. • voL, 
super-royal8vo, 32 Coloured Plates, cloth extra, 361. 

- nmples and Elepkants. A Narrative of a Journey 
through Upper Siam and.Lao. With numerous Coloured and other 
IllustratioDS, 8vo. 

Bonwid~ (James) First Pwtni.1 Years of Australia. Crown 
8vo, 51. 

- Port Pm"p Sdtlemmt. 8vo, numerous Illustrations, 2 IS. 

BOI'llIQ. See BoCK. 

Bosanguet (Rev. C.) BlosstJmS/nnn tire King's Ganim: Sermons 
for Children. 2nd Edition, small post 8vo, cluth extra, 61. 

BOllssenarti (L.) Crusoes of Guiana,· or, tire Wnite Tiger. 
Illustrated by J. F&KAT. 7/. 6d. 

Boy's Froissart. King Artnur. MalJinogion. Percy. See 
LANIER. 

Bratlskaw {J.} New Zealantl as it is. 8vo, liS. 6d. 
Dramy (Lady) Tanin. With 31 Autotype Illustrations after 

Photos. by Colonel STUART-WORTLEY. Fcap. 4to, very tastefully 
bound, 211. . 

Braun, (Wz7Iu1m) Gollue Grammar. Translated by G. H. 
BUL~. 3'. 6d. 

Digitized by Coogle 
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Brisse (Baron) Menus (366, one for eac" day.of the year). Each 
Mblu is given in French and Ene:lish, with the recipe for making 
every dish mentioned. Translated ?rom the French of BARON BUSSE, 
by Mrs. MATTHEW CURL 2nd Edition. Crown 8vo, 51. 

Britis" Fisheries Dlredory, I883-8+ Small 8vo, 2S. 64. 
Brittany. See BLACKBURN. 

Broglu (Due tk) Fretk,kk II. and Maria Tlzeresa. 2 vels., 
8vo, JOt. 

Browne (G. Latlwm) Narratlves of Nineteentll Celltury Slate 
Trials. First Period: From the Union with Ireland to the Deatb 
of George IV., 1801-1830. 2nd Edition, 2 vols., crown 8vo, cloth, 26:. 

Browne (Lmnox) and Belin. (Emil) Yoke, Song, and Speech •. 
Medium 8vo, cloth. 

Bryant (w. C.) and Gay (S. H.) History of tile Uniled Siaies.. 
4 vols., royal8vo, profusely Illustrated, 601. 

B.ryce (Rev. Professor) Mant'lolxz: its History, Growlll, ani 
Present Position. Crown 8vo, with Illustrations and Maps, 71. 6ti. 

Bunyatis Pilgrim's Progress. With 138 original Woodcuts. 
SmaIl post 8vo, cloth gilt, 31. 6ti. 

BurnalJy (Capt.) On HorselJatle tllrougll Asia Minor. 2 vols., 
8vo, J8.r. Cheaper Edition, crown 8vo, lOt. 6ti. 

Burnaby (Mrs. F.) Higll Alps z'n Winter; or, Mountaineen;,g 
in Search or Health. By Mrs. FRED BURNABY. With Portrait of 
the Authoress, Map, and other Illustrations. Handsomely bound in 
cloth, 141. 

Buller (w. F.) TIle Great -!-one Land,' an Ac(()unt of IIIe Red 
River Expedition, 1869-70. With Illustrations and Map. Fifth and 
Cheaper £clition, crown 8vo, cloth extra, 71. 6ti. 

- Invasion of England, told twenly yean after, by an Old 
Soldier. Crown 8vo, 21.6ti. 

- Red Cloud,' or, tile Solz'/ary SimIz. Imperial I6mo, 
numerous illustrations, gilt edges, 71. 6tf. 

-- TIle Wild Norlh Land,' tile Story of a W,;,t" Journey 
with Dogs across Northern North America. Demy 8vo, cloth, with 
numerons Woodcuts and a Map, 4th Edition, ISs. Cr. 8vo, 71. 6ti. 

Buxlon (H. 7. w.) Palntz'nl, English anti American. With 
aumerous fUustrations. Crown 8vo, y. 

Digitized by Coogle 
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CADOGAN (Lady A.) mustrated Games oj Patlena. 
Twenty-four D~ in Colours, with Descriptive Text. Foolscap 

4to, cloth extra, gilt edges, 3rd Edition, Us. 6d. 
California. See" N ordhotf." -
Cambridge Staircase (A). By the Author of cc A Day of my 

Life at Eton." Small crown 8vo, cloth, 21.6d. 
Cambridge Tn"jles,· or, Splutterings from an Undergraduate 

Pen. By the Author of "A Day of my LiCe at Eton," &c. 16mo, 
cloth extra, 21. 6d. 

Capello (H.) and Ivens (R.) From Benguel/a to tire Territory 
of Vacca. Translated by ALFRED ELWES. With Maps and over 
130 full-page and text Engravings. 2 vo1s., 8vo, 421. 

Carleton (W.~ See" Rose Library." 
Carlyle (T.) Reminismues of my Irisk Journey in 1849. 

Crown 8vo, 7s. 6d. ' 
Carnegie (A.) American Four·in·Hand in Britain. Small 

4to, Illustrated, lOS. 6d. 

Chairman's HandlJooR (:nt). By R. F. D. PALGRAVE, Clerk of 
the Table of llie House of Commous. 5th Edition, enlarged and 
re-written, 21. 

CIzaI/amd (M. A.) History of Faskion in Frana. With 21 
Plates, coloured by hand, satin-wood binding, imperia18vo, 281. 

Changed Cross (~), and other Religious Poems. 16mo, 2S. 6t/. 
Charities of LontIon. See Low's. 
CkattotR (R. S.) Prodkal Notes on Etching. Second Edition, 

8vo, 7s.6d. 
Ckess. See BIRD (H. E.). 
Cltina.· See COLQUHOUN •. 

Choke Editions of Choice Books. 2S. 6d. each. Illustrated by 
C. W. CoPE, R.A., T. CRESWICK, R.A., E. DunCAN, BIRItE'l 
FOSTER, J. C. HORSLEY, A.R.A., G. HICKS, R. REOORAVE, R.A., 
C. STONEHOUSE, F. TAYLER, G. THOMAS, H. J. TOWNSHEliD, 
Eo H. WEHNERT, HARRISON WEIR, &c. 
Bloomfield's Farmer's Boy. Milton's L' Allegro. 
Campbell's Pleasures of Hope. Poetry of Nature. Harrison Weir. 
Coleridge's Ancient Mariner. Rogers' (Sam.) Pleasures of Memory. 
Goldsmith's Deserted Villaize. Shakespeare's Songs and Sonnets. 
Goldsmith's Vicar of Wa.keneld. Tennyson's May Queen. 
Gray's Elegy In a Churchyard. Elizabethan Poets. 
Keat's Eve of St. Agnes. Wordsworth's Pastoral Poems. 

.. Such wor1cI are a glorious beatification few a poeL"-Aa--

Digitized by Coogle 
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CArisl in Song. By Dr. PHILIP SCHAFF. A New Edition, 
revised, cloth, gilt edges, 6s. 

Chromo-Lithography. See "Audsley.1J 
Cid (Ballads of tAe). By the Rev. GERRARD LEWIS. Fcap. 

8vo, parchmeut, 2.S. 6d. 
Clay (Charles .M.) Modern Hagar. 2 vols., crown 8vo, 211. 

See also .. Rose Library." 
ColfuAoun (A. R.) Aeross Chryst .. From Canton to Mandalay. 

With Maps and very numerous Illustrations, 2 vols., 8vo, 421. 
Composers. See" Great Musicians." 
Cmtjessions of a Frivolous Girl (lie): A Novel of Fashionable 

Life. Edited by ROBERT GRANT. Crown 8vo,6s. Paper boards, IS. 

COO" (DIllion) B()()" of Ihe Play. New and Revised Edition. 
I vol., cloth extra, 3I.6d. 

- On tile Stage: Studus if Theatrical History and the 
Actor's Art. 2 vols., 8vo, cloth, 241. • 

C()()te (w.) Wanderings South by Easl. Illustrated, 8vo, 21S. 
NeW' and Cheaper Editicm, 101. 6.1. 

- Western Padfit. Illustrated, crown 8vo, 21. 6ti. 
Costume. See SMITH (J. MoYR). 
Cruise of tile Walnut SlIell (Tile). An instructive and amusing 

Story, told in Rhyme, for ChildreD. With 32 Coloured Plates. 
Square fancy boarcU, sr. 

Curtis (C. B.) Velazquez and Muril/Q. With Etchings &c., 
Royal8vo, 31S. 6d.; large paper, 631. 

Cukliffe ~H. C.) Trout Fishing in Rapid Stnal1lS. Cr. 8vo, 3S. 6d. 

D'ANYERS (N.) An Elementary History of Art. Crown 
8vo, 101. 6d. 

- Elementary History of Musk. Crown 8vo, 2S. 6d. 
- Handhoh of Elementary Art-Architecture; Sadp-

ture; Old Masters; Modem Painting. Crown 8vo, 31. 6d. each. 
Day of My Life (A) " or, Every-Day Ezperienus at Eton. 

By an ETON BoY, Author of" About Some FelloW's," 16mo, cloth 
extra, 2.S. 6tI. 6th Thousand. 

Day's Collaeon: an Encyc/opadia of Prose Quotations. 1m 
perial 8vo, cloth, 311. 6d. 

D«I1ration. Vol. II., folio, 6s. Vo15. III., IV., V., and VI., 
New Series, folio, 71. 6d. each. 

- See also BATLEY. 
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8 Sallllso" Lotti, Manto", c;. Co.'s 

De Lto" (E.) Egypt untler ils Khedives. With Map and 
lliustratlons. Crown 8vo, 41. 

Don Quixote, Wit and Wisdom of. By EMMA THOMPSON. 
Square {CAp. 8vo, y. 6d. 

DonneUy (lgnah'us) Atlanlis; w, tlu A"tediluvian WorM. 
Crown 8vo, I2I.6tJ. 

- RagnaroR: The Age of Fire and Gravel. lllustrated. 
Crown 8vo, 121. 6d. 

Dos Pallos (y. R.) Law of SlodwroRwS and SI«R Exdulnges. 
8vo,3Ss• 

Dougall (James Dalziel, F.S.A., F.Z.A.) Shooting: ils AP
pliances, Practice, and Purpose. New Edition, revised with addilions. 
Crown 8vo, cloth extra, 7s. 6tJ. 

"The book is admirable In nay -I,~ .~ ... We wish it nay suc:ceoa." -C/oa.. 
"A Ye!;l' comp'lete treatise. • •• • Likely to take IU&h raak as aD authority GO 

Ihootiq. -DIJ,l~ Nnm. 

Drama. See ARCHltR, COOK (DUTTON), WILLIAMS (M.). 
Durnford (Col. A. W.) A Soldier's Lift and WorR in SOlI/II 

Africa, 187201). 8vo. 141. 
Dyeing. See BIRD (F. J.). 

E DUCATIONAL WorRs published in Great Britain. 
Classified Catalogue. Second Edition, revised and corrected, 8vo, 

cloth extra, ss. 
Egypt. See" De Leon," "Foreign Countries," "Senior." 
Eidlits (Leopold) Nature and Fundions 0/ Art (The) .. ani 

especially of Architecture. Medium 8vo, cloth, 21S. 
Eledridly. See GORDON. 

Emerso" Birthday BOOR. Ex/rods from tlte Wn"tings of R. JY. 
Emenon. Square 16mo, clOlh extra, numerous Illustralions, very 
choice binding, y. 6d. 

Emerson (R. W.) L{te. By G. W. COOKE. Crown 8vo, 8s. 6d. 
English Catalogue of BooRs. VoL III., 1872-1880. Royal 

8vo, half.morocco, 42S. 
EngHsl, PhI7.,sophers. Edited by E. B. IVAN MULLER, M.A. 

A series intended to give a concise view oC the works and lives of Ellglish 
.thinkers. Crown 8vo volumes of ISo or 200 pp., price y. 6d. each. 

Francis Bacon, by Tbomas Fowler. -John Stuart Mill, by Miss Helen 
lIamillon, by W. H. S. Monck. Taylor. 
tb.rtley and James Mill, by G. S. Sbaftesbury and Hutcheson, b, 

Bower. ProCessor Fowler. 
Adam Smith, by]. A. Farrer. • N., pi jN6/UAMI. 
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Episodes in tlte Life of an Indian Chaplain. Crown 8vo, 
cloth extra, 12.1. 6tJ. 

Episoda of Frend. History. Edited, with Notes, Maps, and 
Illustrations, by GUSTAVE MASSON, B.A. Small8vo, 2.1. 6tJ. each • 

•• Oharlemape and. the Oarlovinlri&nll. 
2. Loul. XI. and the Oruaad ... 
3. Part I. Pranola I. and. OharlR V • 

.. IL Pranola I. aDd the lIenal-anoe. 
4- Jlel1lT IV. and the BDd of the War. of BeUtriOD. 

Esmarclt (Dr. Friedriclt) Handbook on tlte Treatment of 
Wounded in War. Numerous Coloured Plates and Illustrations, 8vo, 
strongly bound, II. St. 

Etclter (nt). Containing 36 Examples of the Original 
Etched.work of Celebrated Artists, amongst others: BIRKET FOSTER, 
J. Eo HODGSON, R.A., COLIN HUNTER, J. P. HI!SELTINE, ROBERT 
W. MACBETH, R. S. CHATTOCK, &c. Vols. for .881 and 1882, 
imperial 4to, cloth extra, gilt edges, 21. 12.1. 6tJ. each. 

Etclting. See BATLEY, CHATTOCK. 
Etcltings (Modern) of Celebrated Paz'nti'ngs. 4to, 31S. 6d. 

FARM Ballads, FestWals, and Legends. See" Rose Library." 

Fashz'on (History of). See" Challamel." 
Fawcdl (Edgar) A Gentleman of Leisure. IS. 

Fechner (G. T.) On Life a/ler Death. 12mo, vellum, 2S. 6d. 
Felkin (.0. W.) and Wilson (Rev. C. T.) Uganda anti the 

Egyptian Soudan. With Map, numerous Illustrations, and Notes. 
By- k. W. FELKIN, F .RoG.S., &c., &c. I and the Rev. C. T. 
WILSON, M.A. OXOll., F.R.G.S. 2 vols., crown 8vo, cloth, 2Ss. 

Fenn (G. Manville) Off to Ihe W,1ds: A Story for Boys. 
Profusely Illustrated. Crown 8vo, 7s. 6d. 

Ft/:r:.USon ( loltn) Ceylon in 1883. With numerous Illustrations. 
Crown 8vo. 

Ferns. See HEATH. 
Fields (7. T.) Yesterdays witlt Autltors. New Ed, 8vo., 16s • 
.Florence. See" Yriarte." 
Floll!ers of Sltallesjellrt. 32 beautifully Coloured Plates, with 

the passages which refer to the flowers. Small 4to, ,Sr. 
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Forei'gn Countries antI British Colonies. A series of Descriptive 
Handbooks. Each volume will be the work of a writer who has 
special acquluntance with the subject. Crown 8vo, 31. 6d. each. 

Austl'!llia, by J. F. Vesey Fitzgerald. Peru, by Clements R. Markham, 
Austria, by D. Kay, F.R.G.S. C.B. ' 

-Canada, by W. Fraser Rae. Russia, by W. R. Morfill, M.A. 
Denmark and Iceland, by E.C.Otte. Spain, by Rev. Wentworth Webster. 
Egypt, by S. Lane Poole, B.A., Sweden and Norway, by F. H. 
France, by Miss M. Roberts. Woods. 
GermallY, by S. Baring·Gt'uld. -Switzerland, by W. A. P. Coolidge, 
Greece, by L. Sergeant, B.A. M.A. 

-Holland, by R. L. Poole. tl'furkey.in.Asia, by J. C. McCoan, 
Japan, by S. MosslJ)8ll. M.P. ' 

-New Zealand. West Indies, by C. H. Edea, 
.Persia, by Major.Gen. Sir F. Gold· F.R.G.S. 

smid. 
• Nflt rrllli~ ¥'t. 

Fortunes tnIltie in Buslness. 2 vols., demy 8vo, cloth, 32S. 

Franc (Mauti Jeanne). The following form one Series, small 
post 8vo, in uniform cloth bindings, with gilt edges:-

Emill's Choice. Ss. Vermont Vale. $S. 
Halls Vineyard. 41. 'Minnie's Mission. 41. 
John's Wife: A Story of Life in Little Mercy. 41. 

South Australia. 41. Beatrice Melton's Discipline. 41. 
Marian j or, The Light of Some No Longer a Child. 41. 

One's Home. SS. Golden Gifts. 41. 
Silken Cords and lron Fetters. 41. Two Sides to Every Question. 4S. 
Franm (F.) War, Waves, anti Wanderings, indUiiing a CrulsI 

in the" Lancashire Witch." :2 vols., crown 8vo, cloth extra, 241. 
Fretien'cll thl Great. See" Broglie." 
French. See" Julien." 
Frolssarl. See" Lanier." 

GENTLE lift (Queen Edition). :2 vols. in I, small 4tO, 6s. 

THE GENTLE LIFE SERIES. 
Price 61. each j or in calf extra, price lOS. 6d. j Smaller Edition, cloth 

extra, 2S. 6d., except where price is named. 
The Gmtll Lf/e. Essays in aid of the Formation of Character 

of Gentlemen and Gentlewomen. 
A "out In the WorltJ. Essays by Author of "The Gentle Life." 
Lllle unto Chn'st. ANew Translation ot Thomas ~ Kempis' 

II De Imitatione ChristL" 
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Familiar Wortis. An Index Verborum, or Quotation Hand-
book. w. . 

Essays by Mtmlalgne. Edited and Annotated by the Author 
of "The Gentle Life." 

The Gentle Life. 2nd Series. 
The Silent Hour: Essays, Orlglnal and Seleded. By the 

Author of "The Gentle Life." 
Half-Length Portraits. Short Studies of Notable Persons. 

By J. HAiN FllISWELL. 
Essays tm English Wn"/en, for the Self-improvement of 

Students in English Literature. 
Other Peoplls Windows. By J. HAIN FRISWELL. 6s. 
A Nan's TMugllts. By J. HAIN FRISWBLL. 
The Countess of Pembrokis Arcadia. By Sir PHILIP SIDNEY. 

New Edition, w. 
-----------------

George Eliot: a Crl/ical Study of her Lift. By. G. W. COOKE. 
Crown 8vo, lOS. 6tl. 

German. See BEUMER. 
Germany. By S. BARING-GOULD. Crown 8vo, 3s. 6t1. 
GilJbs (J. B.) Bn"lish Honduras, Biston"cal and .Descriptive. 

Crown 8vo, 7s. 6tJ. 
Gaur (W. n.) Ice-Pack and Tundra. An Account of the 

Search for the" Jeannette." 8vo, ISs. 
--- Schwatluz's Search. Sledging in quest of the Franklin 

Records. Illustrated, 8vo, I2S. 6tJ. 
GilpiKs Forest Scenery. Edited by F. G. HEATH. Large 

post 8vo, with numerous Illustrations. Uniform with" The Fern 
World," re.issued, 7s. 6tJ. 

Glas'(John) The Lorti's Supper. Crown 8vo, SSe 
Gordon (f. E. H., B.A. Cantab.) Four L«tures on Elednc 

Induction. Delivered at the Royal Institution, 1878'9. With 
numerous Illustrations. Cloth limp, square 16mo, ;Y.. 

-- Eledric Lighting. LIn preparation. 
--- Physical Treatise 0" Eledricity aM Magnetism. New 

Edition, revised and enlarged, with coloured, {ull.page, and other 
Illustrations. 2 vols., 8vo, 42.r. 

Goujft. The Royal Cookery Book. By JULES GouFFi; trans
lated and adapted for English use by ALPHONSE GOUFF', Head 
Pastrycook to Her Majesty the Queen. Illustrated with large plates 
printed in colours. 161 Woodcuts, 8vo, cloth extra, gilt edges, 42.r. 

- Domestic Edition, half-bound, lOS. 6d. 
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Greal Arlists. See" Biographies." 
Great Histri Galleries of England (nt). Edited by LORD 

RONALD GoWER.. F.S.A., Trustee of the National Portrait Gallery. 
I1lustmted by 24 large and carefully executed pn-manmt Photographs 
of some of the most celebrated Pictures by the Great Masters. VoL I., 

. imperial 4to, cloth extra, gilt edges,;i6r. VoL II., with 36 large 
permanent photographs, 21. 12S. 6d. 

Great Musicians. Edited by F. HUEFFER. A Series of 
Biographies, crown Svo, 31. each l-

Bach. HandeL 
-BeethoveD. -Haydn. 
- Berlioz. -Marcello. 
English Church Com· Mendelssohn. 

posers. By BARETT. Mozart. 
-Gluck. -Palestrina. 

• I.P¥~""itno. 

PurcelL 
Rossini. 
Schubert. 

-Schumann. 
Richard Wagner. 
Weber. 

Gron1llann (w. A. D.) Camps in the Roddts. 8vo, us.6d. 

Guizofs History of Frana. Translated by ROBERT BUCK. 
Super.royal Svo, very numerous Full·page and other Illustrations. In 
S vo1s., cloth extra, gilt, each 2¥. This work is re-issued in cheaper 
binding, S vola., at IQ1'. 6d. each. 

.. It supplies a want which has IODB beeD Celt, aDd OIIIbt to be in the buds ol all 
students ofhistory."-Ti_ •• 

------- Masson's Sehool Edz'tion. The 
History oC F'rance from the Earliest Times to the Outbreak oC the 
Revolution; abridged from the Translation by Robert Black, M.A., 
with Chronologiail Index, Historical and Genealogical Tables, &c. 
By Professor GUSTAVE MASSON, B.A., Assistant Master at Harrow 
School. With 24 full-page Portraits, and many other I1lustrations. 
1 vol., demy Svo, 600 pp., cloth extra, IQI'. 6d. 

Guizo/'s History of England. In 3 vols. of about 500 pp. each, 
containing 60 to 70 Full-page and other Illustrations, cloth extra, gilt, 
24S. each; re-issue in cheaper binding, IQI'. 6d. each • 

.. For lwrury DC typograpby, p1ainness DC print, and beauty DC iUustratiOD/ the.e 
YOlume .. DC whicb but ODe lias as yet a,Ppeared in En,lish, ... 11 bold their own 
against any production DC an age 10 luxunous as our own ID eYerything, typography 
not excepted." - Tilll' .. 

Guyon (MtIe.) Lfft. By UPHAM. 6th Edition, crown 8vo, 6s. 

HALL (w. W.) How to Live Lone; or, 1408 Healt" Maxims, 
Physical, Mental, and Moral. By W. W. HALL, A.M., M.D. 

Small post Svo, cloth, 2S. 2nd Edition. 

Harpers C"ns/mas No., 1882. Elephant folio, 2S. 6d. 
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Barpers ltfonlldy Magaz"ne. Published Monthly. 160 pages, 
fully mustrateci. II. 

VoL I. December, 1880, to May, 1881. 
.. II. June to November, 1881. 
.. III. December, 1881, to May, 18k 
.. IV. June to November, 1882. 
.. V. tlec:ember, 1882, to MIlY, 1883. 

Super·royal 8vo, Ss. 6d. each • 
.. • Harper'. MapziJle • illO thickly IOwa with exeeDeDt iIIU1tratloa. that to count 

them would be a work 01 time: DOt tbat it .. a picture ma~e. for the elllraving. 
illustrate the text after the IIWIIICl' _D ill lOme 01 our chciiceIt Id;ti_ til 1,,-"."
St. 7_b c..tu. 

''It illO pretty, 10 bi" and 10 cheap. • •• All extraordiDary IbilliDpworth-
160 Ianre octavo pa~ WIth Ofti' a ICON 01 aniclel, aDd more w.. tbreC limes .. 
manr lIiustratiou.· -EdhIJ"rr4 DIIiJ~ Rntiftll • 

.. All ainaziug shilliDpworth • • • combiDiDg choice literature 01 both DatiODI. -
N_f-ilt. 

Ballm (JOStP") JQIIl7lQlislie Ltmtltm: wil" Engravings and 
Portraits of Distinguished Writers of the DIlY. Fcap. 4to, 121. 6d. 

- T"," R«rUits, and 1M Girls IMY lift ""WI tJum. 
Small post 8vo, 61 • 

.. It hurries III a1nnl: ill ~ excitemeDt."-Thnu. 

--See also cc Low's Standard Novels." 
Htal" (Frands George). Autumnal Leaves. New Edition, 

with Coloured Plates in Facsimile from Nature. Crown 8vo, I¥. 

--- Burnllam BtttMs. Illustrated, small 8vo, IS. 

- Fern Paradi'se. New Edition, with Plates and Photos., 
crown 8vo, I2S.6d. 

-- Fern World. With Nature-printed Coloured Plates. 
Ney{ Edition, crown 8vo, 12I.6d. 

--- Gilpin's Fortsl Seenery. Illustrated, 8vo, I2S. 6d. i 
New Edition, 7S. 6d. 

-- Our Woodland Trees. With Coloured Plates and 
Engravings. Small 8vo, 121. 6d. 

--- Peasallt Lift "n 1M W lSI of England. Crown 8vo, 
10I.6d. 

- Sylvan Spn'ng. With Coloured, &c., Illustrations. 
12I.6d. 

- Trees and Ferns. Illustrated, crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. 
- W/tere 10 Find Ferns. Crown 8vo, 21. 
Beller (BisIloP) I-Iymns. IUuslraled Edition. With upwards 

of 100 beautiful Engravings. Small 4to, handsomely hound, 7S. 6d. 
M~, ISs. 6d. and21/. New and Cheaper Edition, cloth,]S. 6d. 
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Heldman" (Beman/) Mutiny on BOard the SIIip ".Leander." 
Small post 8vo, gilt edges, numerous IDustratioDS, 71. 6d. 

Henly (G. A.) Winning his SjIIrs. Numerous nIustrations. 
Crown 8vo, SSe . 

- C()rnet of H()rse: A Story for B()ys. Illustrated, crown 
Ivo, SSe 

- /t«k Archer: Tale of the Crimea. Illust., crown 8vo, 5s. 
Herrick (.R()bert) Poetry. Preface by AUSTIN DOBSON. With 

numerous IDustratiODS by E. A. ABBEY. 4to, gilt edges, 421. 
Hist()ry and PrindJles of W ttWing lJy Hand and lJy PfJ'lIItr. With 

several hundred IDustratioDS. By ALFJUtD BAIlLOW. Royal 8vo, 
cloth extra, II. SS. Second Edition. 

Hi'lcllman (Frands) Publk Lift of tile Right Hon. Benjamin 
Disraell, Earl of Beaconsfield. New Edition, with Portrait. Crown 
8vo, 3I.6d. 

H()le (Rt'II. Canon) Nice and Her NtlghlJours. Small 4tO, 
with numerous choice IDustrations, 16.r. 

H()lmes (0. W.) TIre Poetical W()rks of Oliver Wendell H()lmes. 
In 2 vols., 18mo, exquisitely printed, and chastely boaDd in limp 
cloth, gilt tops, lOS. 6d. 

H(1Ppus (j. D.) Riversiu Papers. 2 Vols., us. 
Hovgaard (A.) See cc Nordenskiold's Voyage." 8vo, :us. 
Hug() (Vidor) U Ninely-Tltree." Illustrated. Crown 8vo, 6s 
- T()ilers of the Sea. Crown 8vo, fancy boards, 2S. 

- and his Times. Translated from the French of A. 
BAIlBOU by ELLEN E. FIUtWEIl. 120 IDustrations, many or tItem 
from designs by Victor Hugo himself. Super·royal 8vo, doth extna, 
241· 

- Hist()ry of a Crime (TIre); Deposition of an EYMIJitness. 
The Story or the Coup d'itat. Crown 8vo, 6.r. 

Htllldred Greatest Men (ne). 8 portfolios, 2IS. each, or 4 
vols., half.morocco, gilt edges, 10 guineas. 

Hutchinson (TlIos.) Diary and Lellers. Demy 8vo, cloth, 16s. 

Hu/chisson (w. 8.) Pen and Penm Sketclus: Eigldeen Yean 
in Bengal. 8vo, 1&. 

Hygiene and Publ,e Health (A Tnatise on). Edited by A. H. 
BUCK, M.D. Illustrated by numerous Wood Engravings. In 2 
royal 8vo vols., cloth, 421. 

Hymnal C()mpani()n of C()mmon Prayer. See BICKERSTETH. 
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ILLUSTRA.TED Text-Boolu of Art-Education. Edited by 
EDWARD J. POYNTER, R.A. Each Volume contains numerous Illus
tratioDS, aDd is strongly buund Cor the use of Students, price SSe The 
Volumes now readyare:-

PAINTING. 

Olaalo IUldItallaD. By PERCY I Frenoh and Spaniah.. 
R. HEAD. Bnlfliah IUld American. 

German, Memtah, and Dutah. 
ARCHITECTURB. 

Claulo IUld Barb" Ohri.t1an. 
Gothlo and BeDaiuan.ce. By T. ROOEH. SMITH. 

SCULPTURB. 
Antique: Ba7Ptian and Greek. I BeIlaluance and lII[odem. 

Italian Sculpton at the 14th and IlSth Oenturie •• 
ORNAMENT. 

Decoration In Oolour. I Archltectural Ornament. 
Irving (Washington). Complete Library Edition of his Works 

• in 27 Vols.. Copyright, Unabridged, and with the Author's Latest 
Revisions, called the "Geoffrey Crayon" Edition, handsomely frinted 
in large square 8vo, on superfine laid paper. Each volume, 0 about 
500 pages, Cully Illustrated. 121. 64. per voL &11 also "Little Britain." 

--------- (" American Men of Letters.") 2S. 6d. 

YA.MES (C.) Curiosities of Law and Lawyers. 8vo, 7s. 6d. 

lapan. See AUDSLEY. 

farves (J. J.) Italian Ram"lts. Square 16mo, 5s• 
'Yollns()(l (0.) W. Lloyd Garrison antl IIis Times. Crown 8vo, 

121. 64. 
'YontS (Major) TIle Emigrants' Friend. A Complete Guide to 

the United States. New Edition. 21. 64. 
ft/ltS (Mrs. Htr!Jerl) Sandringkalll: Past and Present. Illus

trated, crown 8vo, Ss. 64. 
Julien (Po) Englisll Shldmt's Frmc" Examiner. 16mo. 2S. 

- First .Lessons in Conversational Frettc" Grammar. 
Crown 8vo, u. 

- Conversational Frmc" Reatler. I6mo, cloth, 2S. 6ti. 
- PelittS Lt;ons tie Conversation el tie Gramlllaire. New 

Edition, :is. 6a'.; without Phrases, :IS. 64. 
- Phrases oj Daily Use. Limp cloth, 6ti. 
Jung (Sir Salar) Lift of. [I1llhe press 
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KEMPIS (TlwIlUU el) Daily Text-BN"- Square 16mo, 
21. 6tl.. interleaved as a Birthday Book, 31. 6tl. 

Kingston (W. H. G.) Dick Che71e/ey. Illustrated, 16mo, gilt 
edges, 7s. 6t/'1 plainer binding, plain edges, y. 

-- F,eJh and Sail Water Tutors: A Story. 3s. 6d. 
-- Heir f!! Ki/jinnan. Uniform. 7s. 6t1.; also 5s. 
- S1UI1JJ-SAou and Call1JlS. Uniform. 7s. 6d.; also 5s. 
- Pwo Sujereargoes. Uniform, 7s. 6(1. ; also 5s. 
- Witll Axe and R(fie. Uniform, 7s. 6t1.; also 5s. 
Knight (E. Po) AllJania and Montenegro. Illust. 8vo. 12S.6d. 

KlIigltl (E. J.) The Cruise of the" FaImI." A Voyage round 
the World ina JO-Ton Yacht. Numerous Dlust. II vo1s., croWD 8.,.,. 

L ANBERT (0.) Angling Lilerature in England,· and 
Descriptious of Fishing by the Ancients. With a Notice of lIOJIle 

Books on other Piscatorial Subjects. Fc:ap. 8vo, vellum, top gUt, 31.6t/. 
Lanier (Sidney) The Boy's Froissart, seleded./rom the Chnnu: 

cles of England, France, and Spain. Dlaatrated, extra binding, &ilt 
edges, crown 8vo, 7s. 6t/. 

- Boys King Arthur. Uniform, 7s. 6d. 
- Boy's Ma"ill()gUm,' On'ginal Welsh Legentls of King 

Arthur. Uniform, 7s. 6tl. 
- Boy's Pert)' .. Ballads of .L8w and Athenhln, stltde4 

from the .. Reliques." Unifonn, 7s. 6t/. 
Lansddl (R.) TIIrough Si!Je,ia. 2 vols., demy 8vo, 3OS.; New 

Edition, very numerous illustrations, 8vo, lor.6t/. 
Larden lW.) ScANI Course on Heal. Second Edition, Illus-

trated, crown 8vo, y. 
Lathroj (G. P.) In the Distana. II vols., crown 8vo, 211. 

Legal Prolession: Romantli: Stories. 7s.6d. 
Lennard (T. B.) To Married Women and Women aIJout to N 

Married, &c. 6t/. 
Lenormant (Po) Beginnings of History. Crown 8vo, 12S. 6d. 
LefJna,do da Vina"s Literary Works. Edited by Dr. JEAN 

PAUL RICHTER. Containing his Writings on Painting, Scul~ 
and Architecture, his Philosophical Maxims, Humorous W~,and 
Miscellaneous Notes on Personal Events, on his Contemporane5, on 
Literature, &c. ; for the first time published from Autograph Manu
scripts. By J. P. RICHTER, Ph.Dr., Hon. Member of the RoyaI"and 
Imperial Academy of Rome, &c. 2 vols., imperial 8vo. containing . 
abOut 200 Drawings in Autotype Reproductions, and numerous other 
lliustratioDL TwelV'" Guineas. 
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Leyland(R. W.} Holiday in SQUlh Africa. Crown 8vo, us. 6tl. 
Library of Religious P()ttry. A Collection of the Best Poems 

o( all Ages and Tongues. Edited by PHILIP SCHAFF, D.D., LLD •• 
and AB.THUB. GILMAN, M.A. Royal Svo, 1036 pp., cloth extra, gilt 
edges, 211:; re.issue in cheaper binding, lar. 6tI. 

Lintlsay (W. S.) Hislory of Menhanl Shippt',,% and Andmt 
Commerce. Over I So Illustrations, Maps, and Charts. In 4 vols., 
demy Svo, cloth extra. Vols. I and 2, liS. each; vols. 3 and 4t 14S. 
each. 4 vols. complete, 501. 

Lillie (Luey E.) PrutIma: a Story of iEstkelic London. 
Small Svo, ss. 

Lillie Britain .. together with ne Spectre Bridegroom, and A 
Legend o( Sleepy Hollow. By WASHINGTON IllVING. An entirely 
New EtIiIitm tie flUe, specially suitable (or Presentation. Illustrated 
by 120 very fine Engravings on Wood, by Mr. J. D. COOPER.. 
Designed by Mr. CHAllLES O. MullB.AY. Re-issue, square cro,vn 
Svo, cloth, 64. 

Logan (Sir William E.) LIlt. By BERNARD J. HARRINGTON. 
Svo, 12S.6tl. 

Lmg (Mrs. W. H. c.) Peate and War in Ike Transvaal. 
12mo, 31. 6tl. 

Low's Standard Library of Travel and Adventure. Crown 8vo, 
bound uniformly in cloth extra, price 7s. 6tl., except where price is 
given. 
I. The Gnat LoDe La1uL By Major W. F. BUTLEB., C.B. 
2. The Wild Korth La1uL By Major W. F. BUTLER, C.B. 
3- How I tOlUld Livf.Dptone. By H. M. STANLEY. 
4- Thro1l&'h the Dark OODtiDeDt. By H. M. STANLEY. 12S. 6rJ. 
S. The '.rhreahold ot the 17Dlmo'WD BeIliOD. By C. R. MARK' 

HAM. (4th Edition, with Additional Chapters, lar.6tl.) 
6. 0ru1ae otthe Oh&Uenpr. By W. J. J. SPllY, R.N. 
7. BumabT. On X_back throulfh Asia lIDDor. 101.64. 
S. SohwelDta.rth'. Xeart ot Africa. 2 vols., ISS. 
9- lIhnhaU'. Thro1l&'h Amerioa. 

10. LaDedeU'. Thro1I&'h Siberia. Dlustrated and unabridged, 
10I.6tl. 

Lottls Standard N()'IJels. Small post 8vo, cloth extra, 6s. each, 
unless otherwise stated. 
Work. A Story of Experience. By LoUISA M. ALCOTT. 
A Daulfhter ot Xeth. By W. BLACK. 
In Bllk Attire. By W. BLACK. 
Eilmen7. A Novel By W. BLACK. 
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Louis Siantiard N01.·tls-conlinwd. 
La4y SDverdale'. Sweetheart. By W. BLACK. 
S1lDriH. By W. BLACK. 
Three lI'eath_ By WILLIAM BLACK. 
Allee Lorraine. By R. D. BLACKMORE. 
Ohrlatowell, a Dartmoor Tale. By R. D. BLACKMOn. 
Clara Vaulfhan. By R. D. BLACKMOIUt. 
0ra400k .owell. By R. D. BLACKMORE. 
Cripp. the Carrier. By R. D. BLACKiIORE. 
Brem&; or, lily lI'ather'. Sin. By R. D. BLACKMOll& 
Lorna Doone. By R. D. BLACKMORE. 
Kary Anerley. By R. D. BLACKMORE. 
An BDlfllah Squire. By Miss CoLERIDGE. 
m.treu Judith. A Cambridgeshire Story. By C. C. FusElt· 

TvTLER. 
A Story of the DraaoDDadu; or, Aeylum Chrlatl. By the Rev. 

E. GILLIAT, M.A. 
A Laocl1oean. By THOMAS HARDY. 
lI'ar from the Kadclbllf Crowd. By THOMAS HARDY 
ne KaD.d of Ethelberta. By THOMAS HARDY. 
ne Trumpet Kajor. By THOMAS HARDY. 
Two on a Tower. By THOMAS HARDY. 
Three Beorult.. By JOSEPH HATTON. 
A Golden Sorrow. By Mrs. CASHEL HOEY. New Edition. 
Out of Court. By Mrs. CASHEL HOEY. . 
Jliftory of a Crime: The Story of the Coup d'Etat. VICTOR 

HUGo • 
• 1nety-nree. By VICTO& HuGO. lliuslrated. 
Adela Cathcart. By GEO&GE MAC DONALD. 
GuDd Oourt. By GEORGE MAC DONALD. 
Mary Kareton. By GEORGE MAC DONALD. 
Stephen Archer. New Edition of "GiCts." By GEORGE lobc 

DoNALD. 
The Vioar'. DaUlfhter. By GEORGE MAC DONALD. 
Weilfhed and WantlDIf. By GEORGE l\fAC DONALD. 
Diane. By Mrs. MACQUOID. 
Bllnor Dryden. By Mrs. MACQUOID. 
Ky La4,. Greenaleevea. By HELEN MATHUS, 
John Boldaworth. By W. CLARK RUSSELL. 
A Sanor'. Sweetheart. By W. CLARK RUSSELL. 
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lisl of Publiazlions. 

Wl'8Ok of the GroIITenor. By W. CLARK RUSSELL. 
The Lady JraucL By W. CLARK RUSSELL. 
Little Loo. By W. CLARK RUSSELL • 
• y Wife aD4 I. lJy Mrs. BEECHElt STOWE. 
POII'&D1l0 People, Their Lovell _d Liv... By Mrs. B. STOWL 
BID Bur: .. Tale of the OhrIat. By LBW. WALLACL 
ADDe. By CONSTANCE FENIMORE WOOLSON. 
:For the • ..,or. By CONSTANCE FENIMORE WOOLSON. $1. 

LtmIs Hanti&JQk lollu CltariHes of London (Annual). Edited 
and revised to date by C. MACKESON, F.S.S., Editor of II A Guide 
to the Churches of London and its Suburbs," &c. Paper, II.; cloth, 
1S.6d. ' 

M CCORMICK (R., R.N.). Voyages of Discovery In Ihe 
Arctic and Antarctic Seas in the II Erebus" and .. Terror," in 

Search of Sir John F:ranklin, &c •• with Autobiographical Notice by 
R. MCCORMICK, R.N., who was Medical Officer to each Expedition. 
With Maps and very numerous Lithographic and other Illustrations. 
2 vols., royal8vo, 521. 6tl. 

Macdonald (A.) "Our Sceplred Is"" and ils World-wide 
Empire. Small post 8vo, cloth, <IS. 

MacDonald (G.) Oris. Small post 8vo, 6s. 
--- See also" Low's Standard Novels." 
Macgreglr (John) cc Rob Roy" on lhe Bailie. 3rd Editio_n, 

small post Svo, 21. 6d.; clotli, gilt edges, 31. 6tl. 
- A TlUJusand Miles in lhe "Rob Roy". Canoe. 11th 

Edition, small post 8vo, 21. 6d.; cloth, gilt edges, 31. 6d. 
- Descriplion of llu " Rob Roy" Canoe. Plans, &c., II. 
- Voyage Alone in llu Yawl" Rob Roy.'; New Edition, 

thoroughly revised, with additions, small post 8vo, 5'.; boards. 21. 6d. 
Macquoid (Mn.). See Low's STANDARD NOVELS. 

Magtnine. See DECORATION, ETCHER, HARPER, UNION JACK. 

Magyarland. A NarraHve of Travels Ihrough lhe Snowy Car-
pathians,and Great Alfcjld of the Magyar. Bya Fellow of the Car· 
pathian Society (Diploma of 1881). and Author of" The Indian Alps. tt 
2 vols •• Svo. cloth extra, with about 120 Woodcuts from the Author's 
own sketches and drawings, JSs. 

Maniloba. See RAE. 
Maria Tluresa. See BROGLIE. 

Marked" In Hasle." A Story of To-day. Crown 8vo, 8s. 6tJ. 
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80 Sampson .lAw, Manion, 6- Co.', 

Mar!lllam (Admiral) A Naval Career during llIe Old War. 
8vo, cloth, 14'. 

Marklzam (C. R.) TIle TAresluJld of llIe UnRMIlm Region. 
Crown 8vo, with Four Maps, 4th Edition. Cloth extra, lOt. 6ti. 

- Wa,. between Peru and Cllil,~ 1879"'188r. Crown 
8vo, with (our Maps, &c. Third Edition. lOt. 6d. See also" Foreigu 
Countries." 

Marshall (W. G.) TArougn Amerim. New Edition, crown 
8vo, with about 100 Illustrations, 71. 6d. 

Marlin (7. W.) Rool Fisllingand Sjimung in llIe Notllllgham 
Style. Crown 8vo, 21. 6ti. 

Maruin (Charles) Russian Advana lowards India. 8vo, 16s. 

Maury (C"mmalltUr) Physkal Geography of Ihe Sea, and its 
Meteorology. Being a Reconstrnction and Enlargement or his former 
Work, with Charts and Diagrams. New Edition, crown 8vo, W. 

Men of Mark: a Gallery of Conlemporary Porlrails of the 1I10s1 
Eminent Men of the Day taken from Life, espe~y for this publica
tion Complete in Seven Vols., handsomely bound, cloth, gilt edges, 
2SS·each. 

Mentlelssohn Family (TIle), 1729-1847. From Letters and 
Journals. Translated from the German of SEBASTIAN HENSEL. 
3M Edition, 2 vols., 8vo, 3Ot. 

Mentklssonn. See also "Great Musicians." 
Milford (Mary Russell) Our ViI/age. Illustrated with Frontis

piece Steel Engraving, and 12 full-p~ and 157 smaller Cuts. Crown 
410, cloth, gilt edges, 21J'.; cheaper bmding, lOt. 6tJ. 

Mol/ell (J. w.) Illuslraled Dictionary of Words used in Art 
and Arc:haeolo2Y. Explaining Terms frequently used in Works on 
Architecture, Arms, Bronzes, Christian Art, Colour, Costume, Deco
ration, Devices, Emblems, Heraldry, Lace. Personal Ornaments, 
Pottery, Painti!ll:! Sculpture, &c., with their Derivations. Illustrated 
with 600 Wood &tgravings. Small 4to, strongly bound in cloth, ISS. 

Morley (H.) Engl'in Literature ;n tile Reign of Victoria. The 
2000th volume of the Tauchnitz Collection of Authors. 18ma, 
2I.6ti. . 

Muller (E.) Noble Words and Noble Deeds. Containing many 
Full.page Illustrations by PHILIPPOTEAUX. Square imperiall6mo, 
cloth extra, 7s. 6tJ.; plainer binding, plain edges, St. 

Mllsie. See" Great Musicians." 
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PVEIGEIN' Sht",Vs a"V Tatee. ,Pmo, 

New Ch",!s Play (A). Sixteen Drawings by E. V. B. Beauti. 
fully pnnte'~, CO,nurl, 4"', clo,t, yxtra" p,p, 

Ne'ttI Zealand. See BRADSHAW. 

Newfoundland. See RAE. 

,¥mo-h1L,,-, (H¥¥"p F) Na""t Bn)/ade 
8vo, cloth extra, lor. 611. 

Nordeos~Pijj/d'y VOY",'zs a"Yf,nd Vsia E,,¥ope. A 
Account of the North-East Passage of the "Vega." By Lieut. A. 
HOVGAARD, of the Royal Danish Navy, and member of the" Vega" 
Exp"ditio%%, 8vo, ¥lth aPsst Su Il2ustr,~ziuDS J Msps, 2H, 

NordhojJ(C.) California,for Reallh, Pleasure, and Rmi!eth.·e. 
NeH Ildition, 8vo, with ,'~ops an,l HlusrrotioDS, zU. 

Northu"1Z Fairy Tales. Translated by H. L. BRAEKSTAD. ss. 

[P,'/lZjro~ 10 IEear,' zmd Ewo //pi/lio"o, By W. BZ1TLEiz, 
New Edition. Small post 8vo, in still' coloured wrapper, II. 

N[rsenz PI"nmates (Pn~,zpz of)~ :n Colomed Vict[UOlS fo, 
Children by eminent Artists. Folio, in coloured boards, 61. 

n BRIEN (P. B.) Fifty Yean of Concessions 10 Ireland. 
W%% 8"z, 

---irish Land Question, and English Question. New 
Edtnon, r,zzp, 8vn, 

Our Lillie Ones in Heaven. Edited by the Rev. H. ROBBINS. 
W,z2z Fronzizpiecz "rter JOSHU" RlS[tZOI.n,~ Fz,np~, clotP extn, 
New Edition-the Jrd, Wikl, Illustrations, 51. 

Vzd/i12en of VYtza11lttzt in WG'P of Vnferotice for 
the rrrchitect, Az! ManVncture" De'~~'zn"tive Lrtist, ,znd O¥¥ctic,,,! 
Painter. By W. and G. A. AUDSLEY, Fellows of the Royal Institute 
of Hzltish ,""chik,zzz, limited "",ber and 
th" E!ones 60 d"tes, tex" 
cloth gilt, 311. ' 

(hqen M,,,,;u VHsurHHce NC/Cd aHV ClaHEes. 6V 



Sampson 1.0711, Marslon, a. Coo's 

pALGBAVE (R. Po D.). See" Chainnan's Handbook." 

Palliser (Mrs.) A History of Laa, from tke Ear/iest Period. 
ANew and Revised Edition, with additional cots and text, upwards of 
100 Illustrations and coloured Designs. I voL, 8vo, II. II. 

- Histom Devices, .Badges, anti War Cries. 8vo, II. IS. 

- ne China Collectors Pocket Companion. With up-
wards of 1000 IllUlitrations of Marks and Monograms. 2nd Edition, 
with Additions. Small post 8vo, limp cloth, sr. 

Perseus, the Gorgon SIIlyer. Numerous coloured Plates, square 
8vo, sr. 

Pnarmtuojo!ia of tke United Stales of AllUrica. 8vo, 2 IS. 

Photography (History and HantiQook oj). See TISSANDIER. 

Pinto (Major Serpa) How I Crossed Afrka : from tke Atlantic 
to the Indian Ocean, Through Unknown Countries ; Discovery of the 
Great Zambesi Aftluents, &c.-VoL L, The King's Rifle. VoL II., 
The Coillard Family. With 24 full·page and 118 half·page and 
amaller Illustrations, 13 small Maps, and I large one. 2 vols., demy 
8vo, cloth extra, 421. . 

Pocock. See ARNOLD (G. M.). 

Poe (E. A.) ne Raven. Illustrated by GUSTAVE Dod 
Imperial falio, cloth, 6.v. 

Poems of Ike Inner Lift. Chielly from Modem Authors. 
Small 8vo, sr. 

Polar Expeditions. See KOLDEWEY, MARKHAM, MAcGAHAN, 
NARES, NORDENSKIOLD, GILDER, MCCORMICK. 

Polilics and Life in Mars. 12mo, 2S. 6d. 

Powell (W.) Wantierings in a Wild Country j or, Tllne Years 
among the Cannibals of New Britain. Demy 8vo, Map and numerous 
Illustrations, 1&. 

Prisons, Her Majesty's, tkeir Efftds and Deftct;. New and 
cheaper Edition, 6.r. 

Poynter (EdwaniJ" R.A.). See_" Illustrated Text-books." 

h61isheri Cimdar (TIle), and General Record of En,!ish anti 
Foreign Literature. Published on the 1st and 15th of every Month, 3fI. 
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List of Pu6limtUms. 

RAE (W. Fraser) Fr()tll Newfoundland to 1Il'aniloba.. a 
Guide through Canada's Maritime, Mining, and Prairie Provinces. 

With Maps. Crown 8vo, w. 
Rambaud (A.) History of Russia. 2,vols., 8vo, 361. 
Rtber(F.) History of Ana"ent Arl. 8vo, ISs. 

Reliford (G.) AndeRt Sallpture. Crown 8vo, 5s. 

Reid (T. w.) Land of Iht Ety. Post 8vo, lOS. 6d. 

Remusat(Matia1llede}, Memoirs of, 1802-1808. ByherGrand-
son, M. PAUL DE RiMUSAT, Senator. Translated by Mrs. CASKEt. 
HOEY and Mr. JOHN LILLIE. 4th Edition, cloth extra. 2 vols., 
8vo, 321. 

--- Seltdun from tlu .Letters of Madame de Rimusat to he,. 
Husband and Son, from 1804 to 1813- From the French, by Mrs. 
CASKEL HOEY and Mr. JOHN LILLIE. In I voL, demy 8vo (ulliform 
with the" Memoirs of Madame de Remusat,":a vols.), cloth extra, IW. 

Ru"'er (Dr. Jean Paul) Italjan Art in tlu National Gallery. 
4to. Illustrated. Cloth gilt, 21. 2S.; half.morocco, ancut, 21. 121. 6d. 

- See also LEONARDO DA VINCI. 

Robin Hood; Merry Adventures of. Written and illustrated 
by HOWARD PYLE. Imperial8vo, cloth. [In tlrepml. 

Robinson (Phil) In my Intltizn Gartlen. With a Preface by 
EDWIN ARNOLD, M.A., C.S.I., &c. Crown 8vo, limp cloth, 4th 
Edition, 31. 6d. . 

-- Noah'S Ark. A Contribution to tlu Study of Unnatural 
History. Small post 8vo, 121. 6d. 

- St'nners and Saints: a Tour amiss tlu Unt'tetl Stales oj 
America, and Round them. Crown 8vo, 101. 64. 

-- Under tht PU?,W. Crown 8vo, limp cloth, 5s. 

Robinson (Sergeant) Wealth and its Sources. Stray Thoughts. 5s. 

Roland,· the Story of. Crown 8vo, illustrated, 61. 

Romanh'c Stories of tlu .Legal Proftsnon. Crown 8vo, cloth, 
71.611. 

Rose <y.} Complete Practual Ma,h"nist. New Edition, umo, 
121. 6tI. 
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-. SamjSfm Low, MIlnton, c,. Co.', 

Rose Li6rary (ne). Popular Literature of all Countries. Eacb 
volume, II.; cloth, 21. 6tJ. Many of the Volumes are lIlustrated-
Little Women. By LoUISA M. ALCOTT. Dble. voL, 21. 
Little Women Wedded. Forming a Sequel to II Little Women." 
LittleWo __ 4LlttleWomen Wecl4ecL I voL,c1othgilt,V.6a'. 
Little Xen. By L M. ALCOTT. 21.; cloth gilt, V. 6tJ. 
AD 014·Paah1olU14 GIrL By LoUISA M. ALCOTT. 21.; cloth, 

V·6a'· 
Work. A Story of Experience. By L. M. ALCOTT. 2 vols., IS. each. 
Stowe (Kn. JL B.) The Pearl of Orr'. I~. 
- The JlJDleter'. Wooblc. 
--- We _4 our •• hbo1U'L 21.; cloth, V. 6tJ. 
-- X,. Wife _4 L 21.; cloth gilt, V. 6a'. 
BaDa BrIDker; or, the SIlver Skate&. By Mrs. DODGL 
X,. Stud,. Wbulowe. By J. R. LoWELl .. 
The Guar41aD ADpl. By OLIVU WENDELL HOLMES. 
.,. Su_er in a Gar4eD. By C. D. WARNE&. 
Dred.. Mrs. BUCHU STOWL 21.; cloth gilt, V.6tJ. 
PlUm Balla4e. By WILL CARLETON. 
Parm P .. t1vale. By WILL CARLETON. 
PlUm Lepncte. By WILL CARLETON. 
The CUente of Dr. Bemadue. 2 parts, II. each. 
The Vnd1eoovere4 Country. By W. D. HOWELLS. 
Bab,. Bue. By C. M. CLAY. 
The BoA in Bloom. By L M. ALCOTT. 21.; cloth gilt, V.6a'. 
BlIrht 00ueb1e. By L M. ALCOTT. 21.; cloth gilt, V. 6tJ. 
Vnder the Lll&oa. By L. M. ALCOTT. 21.; also V. 6ci. 
SUver Pitch..... By LoUISA M. ALCOTT. 
Jlmmr. Cru1ae in the "Pinafore," and other Tales. By 

LoUISA M. ALCOTT. 21.; cloth gilt, V. 6tJ. 
Jaok and JUL By LoUISA M. ALCOTT. 21. 
IIltherto. By the Author of the "Gayworthys." 2 vols., II. each; 

I vol., cloth gilt, 31. 6tJ. 
PrieDde: a Duet. By E. STUART PHELPS. 
A Gentleman of Lelllure. A NoveL By EDGAIl FAWCETT. 
The Story of Helen Tro,.. 

Rtltlnd tlte Yule LoK: NiJl"llleKian Folk and Fairy Tala. 
Translated from the Norwegian of P. CHR. ASB]OIlNSEN. With 100 
Illustrations after drawin~ by Norwegian Artists, and an Introduction 
by E. W. Gosse. ImpenaJ. 16mo, clotb extra, gilt edges, 71. 6tJ. 
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List of PulJliazhons. 

Rousseld (Louis) Son of the ConstalJ/e of Frana. Small post 
Svo, numerous mustrations. 51. 

- Tlu Drummer Boy: a Story of tlte Days of Waslzingttm. 
Small post Svo, numerous mustratious, 51. 

Russell (w. Clark) The Latiy Mauti. 3 vols., crown Svo, 
311. 6tJ. New Edition, small post 8vo, 61. 

-- Lillie Loo. 6s. 

--- My Walch Below,' or, Yarns Spun 11IIz", off Duty. 
2nd Edition, crown 8vo, 21. 6tJ. 

- Sailors Language. Illustrated. Crown Svo, 3s. 6ti. 

-- Sea Que",. 3 vols., crown Svo, 3IS. 6ti. 

- Wreck of tlu Grosvenor. 4to, sewed, 6ti. 

- See also Low's STANDARD NOVELS. . 

Russell (W. H., LLD.) HesperotJun: Notes from tlu Western 
World. A Record of a Ramble through part of the United States, 
Canada, and the Far West, in the Spring and Summer of 1881. By 
W. H. RUSSElL, Ll.D. 2 vols., crown avo, cloth, 241. 

- Tlte Tour of tlu PriNe of Wales in India. By 
W. H. RUSSELL, LL.D. Fully mustra~ed by SYDNEY P. HALL, 
M.A. Super. royal 8vo, cloth extra, gtlt edges, 521. 6tJ.; Large 
Paper Edition, 8¥. 

SAINTS anti tlui,. SYlllIJO/s: A Com}alllon in tlu CIzurdles 
and Picture Galleries of Europe. With mustrations. Royal 16mo, 

cloth extra, y. 6tJ. 

.selzer,. (Prof. :7.) History of English Literahire. Translated 
from the German. Crown avo, Ss. 6tJ. 

Schuyler (Eugene). The L(ft of Peter tlu Great. By EUGi:NE 
SCHUYLER, Author of "Turkestan." 2 vols., 8vo. 

SchUJein/urllz (Georg) Hearl of Africa. Three Years' Travels 
and Adventures in the Unexplored Regious of Central Africa, frem 
1868 to 1871. With mustratious and large Map. 2 voIs., crown 8vo. 
151· 

&ott (Leader) RenaissalUt of Arl in Italy. 4to, 3IS. 6tl. 
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.6 Sam}SIm Low, Manton, r,. Co.'s 

Sedgwick (Major W.) LiKld tlu Doin;ll1lnl Force 0/ tke Univent. 
71. 6tI. 

Smior (Nassau W.) Ctmvenalions and Journals in Egy}t alld 
Malta. 2 vols., avO, 241. 

SIzad60li (S. 8.) Souln Afrkan Camjaign, 1879. Compiled 
by J. P. MACKINNON (formerly 72nd Hig1l1anders) and S. H. 
SHADBOLT; and dedicated, by permission, to Field-Marshal H.R.H. 
the Duke of Cambridge. Containing a portrait and biography of 
every officer killed in the campaign. 4to, handsomely bound in cloth 
extra, 2/. 101. 

- Tlze A/gllan Cam}aigns of 1878-1880. By SYDNEY 
SHADBOLT, Joint Author of "The South A£rl=n Campaign of 1879." 
2 vols., royal quarto, cloth extra, y. 

Slzakespeare. Edited by. R. GRANT WHITE. 3 vols., crown 
avo, gilt top, 361.; IdiIitm tit 111M, 6 wis., 8vo, cloth extra, 631-

- See also " Flowers of Shakespeare." 
Sidney (Sir P.) Arcadia. New Edition, 6s. 

Siegfried: Tile Stor,y of. Crown 8vo, illustrated, cloth, 6s. 

Sikes ( WIn). Ram6les anti Studies ;n Old Sold" Wales. With 
numerous Dlustrations. Demyavo, ISs. 

- Britis" G061;ns, Welsn Folk Lon. New Edition, 8vo, 
ISs. 

- Studies of Assassination. 16mo, 3S. 6d. 
~r Roger de Coverley. Re-imprinted from the Ie Spectator." 

With 125 Woodcuts, and steel Frontispiece specially designed and 
engraved for the Work. Small fcap. 4to, 61. 

Smil" (G.) Assyrian Explorations and Discoveries. By the late 
GEOllGE SMITH. Illnstrated by Photographs and Woodcuts. Demy 
avO, 6th Edition, ISs. 

- TIle Clzaltkan A«tIUnl of Genesis. By the late G. 
SMITH, of the Department of Oriental Antiquities, British Museum. 
With many Dlustrations. Demy avo, cloth extra, 6th Edition, 161. 
An entirely New Edition, completely revised and re-written by tbe 
Rev. PJl.onssOJl. SAYCE, Queen's College, Oxford. Demyavo, ISs. 

Sm;ln (J. Moyr) Andmt Greek Femal, Costume. 112 Cull. 
page Plates and other DlutraUons. Crown avo, 71.6tI. 

- HatitS of Ardenne: a Yinllo llu Caves 0./ HfZII. CrowD 
avo, Illustrated, SSe 
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List oj PulJlications. 27 

Smith (T. Roger) Architecture, Gothic and R.enaissance. II· 
lustrated, crown 8vo, 5,r • 

. ------- Classic and Early Clm'stian. 
Illustrated. Crown 8vo, s.r. 

South Kensington Museum. Vol. II., 21$. 

Spanish anti French Arlisls. By GERARD SMITH. (Poynter's 
Art Text·books.) 5,r. [In Ike press. 

Spry (W. J. J., R.N.) TIle Cruise oj H.M.S. II Challenger." 
With Route Map and many Illustrations. 6th Edition, demy 8vo, cloth, 
ISs. Cheap Edition, crown 8vo, with some of the Illustrations, 71. 6tI. 

Stack (E.) Six Months in Persia. 2 vots., crown 8vo, 24$. 

Stanley (H. M.) How I Fountl Livingstone. Crown 8vo, cloth 
extra, 7s. 6d. ; large Paper Edition, lOS. 611. 

- ".Iffy Kalulu," Prince, K"ng, anti Slave. A Story 
(rom Central Mrica. Crown 8vo, about 430 pp., with numerous graphic 
illustrations after Original Designs by the Author. Cloth, 7,r. 6d. 

-- Coomass"e anti Magdala. A Story of Two British 
Campaigns in Mrica. Demy 8vo, with Maps and Illustrations, r6s. 

---- Through Ike Dark Conl"nenl. Cheaper Edition, 
crown 8vo, 12.r. 6d. _ 

Slenhouse (Mrs.) An Englishwoman in Ulah. Crown 8vo, 2s.6t1. 

Stoker (Dram) Under Ihe Sunset. Crown 8vo, 6s. 
Story 1(1;thoul an ElZti. From the Gennan of Carove, by the late 

Mrs. SAIlAH T. AUSTIN. Crown 4to, with IS Exquisite Drawings 
by E. V. B., printed in Colours in Fac·simile of the original Water 
Colours; and numerous other Illustrations. New Edition, 7s. 6d. 

--- square 4to, with Illustrations by HARVEY. 2S. 6d. 

Stowe (Mrs. Bucker) Dretl. Cheap Edition, boards, 2S. Cloth, 
gilt edges, 3S. 611. 

--- Foolsteps oj Ihe .. Vaster. With Illustrations and red 
borders. Small post 8vo, cloth extra, 6s. 

- Geography. With 60 Illustrations. Square cloth, 
41·611. 

- Little Foxes. . Cheap Edition, IS.; Library Edition, 
41. 6d. 

--- Belly's Brighl Idea. IS. 
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.8 Sa_jslm Low, Manilm, ~ Co.', 

SilJ'llJe (Mrs. Butlul') Ny Wife and I,' tI1j Harry Hnulers01l, 
History. Small post 8vo, cloth extra, 61.· 

- Ministers Wooing. 5s.; Copyright Series, IS. 6d.; cI., 2S.-

-- Old Tow" Folk. 6s.; Cheap Edition, 2S. 6d. 
- Old TtI'WII Finsuu Stories. Cloth extra, 3S. 6d. 
-- Our Follu at PogantK. 6s. 
--- We and our Neig"""urs. I vot, small post 8vo, 6s. 

Sequel to "My Wife and I.". 

- Pink and White :lYrann:!. Small post 8vo, 3s. 6d. 
Ch~p Edition, II. 6tl. and 21. 

- PogantK People: their Loves and Lt'7Jls. Crown 8vo, 
cloth, 61. 

- Queer Liltle People. IS.; cloth, 2S. 

- Chimney Corner. IS.; cloth, IS. 611. 
-- fie Pearl oj Orrs Island. Crown 8vo, 5s.-
- Woman in Sacred Olslory. Illustrated with 15 

Chromo.li!hographs and about 200 pages of Letterpress. Oemy 
4tO, cloth extl" gut edges, 2$1. 

Sullivan (A. Mo, late M.P.) Nuls.11 History oj Inland. 
From the Earliest Ages to the Present Time. Paper boards, 6tJ. 

TACCHI (A.) Matlttgastar and lhe Malagasy EmlJassy. 
Demy 8vo, cloth. 

Taine (H. A.) U Les Originu tk la Frante COIItemjoraine." 
Translated by JOHN DUaAND. 

Vol. I. fte AnoieDt Be!rlme. Demy 8vo, cloth, 161. 
Vol. 2. The PnDob BevolutioD. Vol. I. do. 
VoL 3- Do. 40. Vol. 2. do. 

Ta/6ol (HOII. E.) A Letter OIl Emigrallon. IS. 

Tauthnitz's Eng/is" EtliNms oj Gmnan Atlthors. Each 
volume, cloth flexible, 21. j or sewed, II. 6tJ. (Catalogues post free 
OD application.) 

Tauthn;l. (D.) Gennan and English Diditmary. Paper, IS. 611.; 
cloth, 21. j roan, 21. fxI. 

• S •• II# Rose La"'a",. 
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Lisl oj .P116/iealions. 

Taue/mils (B.) Frtnck and Englisk Didionary. Paper, IS. 6d.; 
cloth, 21.; roan, 21. 6d. 

- I/o/ian and Eng/isk Ditlionary. Paper, IS. 6".; cloth, 
2S.; roan, 21. '6d. 

- Spanisk and Eng/isn. Paper, IS. 6d. j cloth, 2S. ; roan, 
21.6d. 

Taylor (W. No) Pau/ Ille Misswnary. Crown 8vo, 7s. 6d. 

Thausing (Prof.) .Prtparaljqn oj Mall and lilt Fa6ri&alion oj 
Beer. 8vo, 451. 

Tluaksfon (Midllul) Britisk Ang/ing Fliu. Illustrated. Cr. 
8yo, 51. 

Tlllmau. By SANBORN. (American Men of Letters.) Crown 
8vo, 21.6d. 

Tlzousand Years Hence (A). By NUNSOWE GREENE. Crown 
8vo,6s. 

To/hausen (A/exandre) Grand Supplhnenl du Ditfionnaire 
Technologique. 31. Ixi. 

To/mer (Alexantfer) RemihlSanaI oj an Atlventurous and Che
quered Career. 2 vols., 211. 

Tna/s. See BROWNE. 

Trislram (Rt'U. Canon) Pallzways oj Paluline: A Descriplive 
Tour through the Holy Land. First Series. Illustrated by 44 Per
manent Photographs. 2 vols., folio, cloth extra, gilt edges, 31s. 6d. 
each. 

hkerman (Bayard) History oj Eng/isk Prose and Fiction. 
Ss.6d. 

Tunis. See REID. 

Turner (Edward) Studies in Russian Lilerature. Crown 8vo, 
Ss.6d. 

UNION Jadl (TIze). Evny Boy's Paper. Edited by G. A. 
HENTY. Profusely Illustrated with Coloured and other Plates. 

VoL L, 61. VoL~.II., IlL, IV., 7s.6d. ench. 

llj SJrtam: A JtlUrney.from lhe Present /() Ille Pasl. Pictures 
and Words by R. ANDd. Coloured PlateBt 4tO, 51. 
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6 "d II. ABANDONED. 
I" dIll. SECBET 0:1' THB ISLABD. 

(' d THE BEG'D']I['S :I'OBT'D'NE. 
I" ~ THE lI['D'TINEEBS 0:1' THE uBO'Ull'rY.-

6" d THE TBIBVLATIONS 0:1' A OHIN.AJLUl. 
THE STEAK HOVSB, 9 Volll.:-

6" I. DElI[ON 0:1' OA WNPOBB. 
6" II. TIGEBS AND TBAITOB8. 

THE GIANT BA:I'T. 9 Volll.:-
& I. BIGHT HlJBDBED LBAGVBS 011' THE AKAZOII'. 
I II. THE OBYPTOGBAX. 
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~ Large imper\al18mo. Vf1f7 DameroDB mllltntloDl. haDdaomel;r boaDd In elo&b. 

wHh Jri1t edgell, : •• 84. 
e Ditto, plainer bIDding, 81. .... 
.. ObeaJll'l' J:dltloD.l Vol., paperbOalda,wW18omaoftbl mtUlkatloDa,1I.1 boaII4 

In oloth, jilt ad .... fl • 
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