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Preston Peet

INTRODUCTION

ON DECEMBER 26, 2004, at 7:58 a.m. local time, an
earthquake registering a massive 9.0 on the
Richter scale ripped open the sea floor under the
Indian Ocean about 100 miles off Northwest
Sumatra, Indonesia. According to the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
the “Pacific Basin tsunami warning system did not
detect a tsunami in the Indian Ocean since there
are no buoys in place there.” While the NOAA did
try to warn the numerous Pacific Rim nations of
the incredibly destructive force heading their way,
“the tsunami raced across the ocean at speeds up
to 500 mph,” eventually slamming into coastal
communities and tourist havens alike, leaving an
eventual death toll that some have estimated sur-
passes 212,000 people, according to CNN and
other news sources. The countries worst hit by the
disaster, according to www.reliefweb.int, included
India, Indonesia, Kenya, Malaysia, Maldives,
Myanmar, Seychelles, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Thailand
and the United Republic of Tanzania, with the wave
making no distinction between rich and poor, old or
young. It wiped out everything in its path and left a
scene of devastation and destruction not witnessed
by most human beings within living memory (barring
victims of atomic blasts and other shock and awe
bombardments, perhaps). Similarly, as of this writ-
ing, the Gulf Coast of the United States is being
buffeted by waves brought about by the relentless
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force of Hurricane Katrina, with much, if not most,
of New Orleans disappearing underwater.

All of these countries and islands lost substan-
tial amounts of not only life, but also vast swaths
of land that disappeared underneath the waves.
Where just seconds before stood modern hotels,
primitive villages, cites and communities full of
people busy celebrating a beautiful Christmas
holiday, there was suddenly nothing but water,
mud and debris—what humans had built was for-
ever wiped clean from the face of the earth, now
to be remembered only in stories of that horrible
morning that shook the entire world.

Just two groups of living creatures managed to
avoid the worst of the disaster. CBS News reported,
on January 10, 2005, that many different ani-
mals seemed to sense the incoming devastation,
from elephants breaking their chains and heading
for the hills, to flocks of birds all suddenly taking
flight, to dive boat leader Chris Cruz’s report of
his insistence on following what he described as
an ocean erupting with dolphins out into deeper
water, where the worst of the wave passed harm-
lessly underneath them. Did these animals sense
warnings, emanations from the earth itself, a talent
that pre-historic peoples may have been endowed
with as well, but which we have since unlearned or
forgotten? We will discuss this possibility within this
anthology, but for now, let’s get back to the wave.



Beside proving how fast and completely land can
disappear underneath the waves, there are other
important facts about the 2004 Christmas tsunami
that relate to Underground!—The Disinformation
Guide to Ancient Civilizations, Astonishing
Archaeology and Hidden History. Throughout the
disaster zone, there were small groups of people
who saw the receding waters and remembered
ancient tales passed down to them by their
ancestors, tales which told of how water that dis-
appeared out to sea would return with the same
or greater force and bring death and ruin, and
how people would run for the hills, often stopping
just long enough to pass on a warning to their
neighbors before fleeing to safety. On South Surin

2001, that explorations off the coast to search for
a sunken city be undertaken—stood in awe. There,
spread over a mile or more just off the coast of
their ancient and historic temple-laden city, lay the
ruins of an obviously ancient mud-and-barnacle-
encrusted city, with “refrigerator sized blocks”
laying all over the place, exposed in the
moments just before the sea returned.

“You could see the destroyed walls covered in
coral, and the broken-down temple in the mid-
dle,” said Durai, a fisherman quoted by CBS News
on March 17, 2005. “My grandfathers said there
was a port here once and a temple, but suddenly
we could see it was real, we could see that some-
thing was out there.”

There, spread over a mile or more just off the coast of their ancient and

historic temple-laden city, lay the ruins of an obviously mud-and-barnacle-

encrusted city, with “refrigerator sized blocks” laying all over the place,

exposed in the moments just before the sea returned.

in the Andaman Islands, the Morgan sea gypsies
remembered these ancient warnings, and man-
aged to save 181 people from the incoming wave.
No one knows how long these stories have been
passed down from generation to generation or
where they originated. What's important is that
they were remembered and acted upon by these
so-called primitive people who had heard the sto-
ries all their lives. The Morgan people did not call
these stories myths, or allegories, or interpreta-
tions of things their ancestors saw but did not
understand—they took the stories at face value
and hence saved their lives and those of many
others when the chips were down and the waves
came to claim huge parts of the land and its
inhabitants for their own.

Besides the devastation to land and people
wrought by the tsunami, something magical hap-
pened directly as a result of this wave.

As the water receded prior to the incoming tidal
wave, residents of Mahabalipuram, India—where
author Graham Hancock (Fingerprints of the
Gods) had insisted to archaeologists, back in

While mainstream reports put the city’s submer-
gence at just 1,200-1,500 years ago, Hancock
points out on his Web site and in his book
Underworld that there are no contemporary
reports from that time describing such a disaster.
One would imagine that a large part of an inhabited
city being swallowed by the sea might elicit some
sort of mention in contemporary chronicles, but
there are none—yet there are such tales in Indian
“myths” that date back some 5,000 years and
more. There is also the evidence from inundation
maps created by Dr. Glenn Milne of Durham
University—illustrating how much land was cov-
ered by the rising seas in stages at the end of the
last ice age—which seem to prove there has been
no land-subsidence in that area over the last
6,000 years, meaning that whoever built that sub-
merged and briefly exposed ancient city did so a
long time ago, in a time when human beings were
supposed to still be in the very beginning stages
of limited agriculture and small communities. If it
was built before the seas rose at the end of the
last ice age, that civilization would be thousands

UNDERGROUND!



of years older than any civilization accepted by the
current mainstream archaeological view. The
same wave action that temporarily brought the
ancient underwater kingdom back to the light of
day also, by dredging away huge layers of sand

these amazing discoveries and many more were
of cities and kingdoms thought for centuries
and longer to have been nothing but myth, but
strong-willed and imaginative individuals proved
them real beyond any shadow of a doubt. These

All these amazing discoveries and many more were of cities

and kingdoms thought for centuries to have been nothing but

myth, but strong-willed and imaginative individuals proved

them real beyond any shadow of a doubt.

from the beaches, exposed a number of ancient
and previously unknown sculptures of lions, flying
horses and other figures still being studied.

It took a number of independent explorers and
characters to bring cities and cultures that had
been widely believed to be merely myth to light
over the years. Heinrich Schliemann “discov-
ered” the “mythical” Troy in 1870, after being
ridiculed by those in the “know” for years, earn-
ing himself fame, fortune and a reputation for
life. Sir Arthur Evans undertook excavations near
the modern capital of Heraklion on the northern
coast of the island of Crete after hearing and,
more importantly, taking seriously local folk
tales, and turned “mythical” Minoan civilization
back into “real” history when he uncovered the
legendary Palace of Knossos at the tail end of
the Nineteenth Century. In 1911, explorer and
adventurer Hiram Bingham went searching the
jungle-covered mountains of Peru for Vilcabamba,
the final stronghold of the last ruler of the Incas,
Tupac Amaru. A local farmer told Bingham of a
fabulous fortress at the top of the mountain at
the foot of which his party was camped. While
the rest of his exhausted party remained waiting
below, Bingham, along with one member of the
accompanying Peruvian military force, climbed
with the farmer up the mountain until he
beheld—straddling the very top of a mountain
with sheer drops to all sides and constructed of
megalithic stones cut and fitted with the precision
of modern-day masons—the now world-famous
and beautiful beyond belief Machu Picchu. All
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discoveries were all on land—what lies waiting
for us beneath the waves, where even more
ancient myths and stories tell of hidden cities
and lands built before the flood, in some distant
Golden Time?

Incredibly ancient tales and modern claims of
finds of lost cities under the sea abound around
the world. From the classic and oft-described as
fantastical stories about Atlantis and Lemuria, to
the possibly man-made or man-altered castle-like
monuments discovered in the last 20 years just
meters under the waves off Yonaguni, Japan, to
an even more mysterious sunken sister city to the
already enigmatic Nan Madol of the South
Pacific, the sinking of these cities is often
explained in myth and folklore as disasters
brought about by vengeful gods against people
grown cocky, arrogant, warlike or simply unlucky.

Hancock, in his groundbreaking and beautiful
book Underworld, uses the inundation maps of
Dr. Milne to graphically illustrate that as the last
ice age ended the waters rose in stages, steadily
eating away at shorelines around the world,
changing the very shape of the land. Humanity
lost up to, and possibly more than, 25 million
square kilometers (about 10 million square
miles, or five percent, of the earth’s surface) of
arid, habitable land to the rising waters as the
ice caps melted and sea levels drastically
changed the landscape all over the globe. As
Hancock writes in Underworld, “That is roughly
equivalent to the combined area of the United
States (9.6 million square kilometers) and the



whole of South America (17 million square kilo-
meters). It is an area almost three times as large
as Canada and much larger than China and
Europe combined.” The possibility that the sea
hides a large amount of human history has to be
considered and serious explorations must be
undertaken. A few courageous explorers and
thinkers are doing just that.

New discoveries are throwing old dogmatic par-
adigms, and what science thinks it really “knows”
about the past, and even the present, into wild
disarray on an almost daily basis, as the discov-
ery, mentioned above, that the sunken city long
rumored to lie off the coast of Mahabalipuram
really does exist amply demonstrates. But that's
not nearly the only sunken settlement reported
discovered in recent years.

flood 7,600 years ago (leading many to believe
that this event was the catalyst for the Bible’s
flood stories, though many others ridicule this
idea). In 2000, while exploring the depths of the
Black Sea on a National Geographic-backed
expedition, using side-scan radar, a visual imaging
vehicle and a remote robot-like device to collect
samples, his team discovered not only five of the
best-preserved ancient wooden ships ever found,
in the oxygen-deprived waters 656 feet (about 200
meters) below the surface, but at a separate site
off the coast of Sinop, Turkey, he found what
appeared to be five carved wooden artifacts and
the remains of human habitation, a 39 by 13 foot
rectangular structure at 311 feet (over 100 meters)
under the surface. Further research is still under-
way as this book goes to press.

“What we see in our high-resolution sonar images are limitless, rolling, white sand plains and,

in the middle of this beautiful white sand, there are clear man-made large-size architectural

designs. It looks like when you fly over an urban development in a plane and you see high-

ways, tunnels and buildings,” Zelitsky told Reuters about their enigmatic deep-water discovery.

Dr. Penny Spikins of Newcastle University, the
leader of the multinational research team
behind the Submerged Prehistoric Landscapes
Project reported Scotsman.com, made discoveries
of two separate Stone Age settlements under-
neath the North Sea off the coast of Scotland
(both found in the same general location, near
the mouth of the river Tyne), long suspected ever
since a Neolithic harpoon was dredged from the
sea floor early in the Twentieth Century by a fish-
ing trawler. One site is thought to date to the late
Mesolithic period between 5,000 and 10,000
years ago, and the other to the early Mesolithic
period, 10,000 years or more.

Respected undersea explorer Robert Ballard,
who discovered and extensively photographed
the final resting place of the ocean liner Titanic at
the bottom of the North Atlantic in 1985, located
the German WWII battleship Bismarck and even
found John F. Kennedy’s PT-109, has postulated
that the Black Sea was flooded in a cataclysmic
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On May 14, 2001, Reuters reported the alleged
discovery, at an almost unbelievable 600-700
meters (about 2,200 feet) below sea level, of a
humongous site spread across 20 kilometers that
looks remarkably like a human-built city, strewn
with huge blocks of stone and what appear to be
pyramid-shaped structures, as well as roads and
other buildings. Located off the western tip of
Cuba, off the Guanahacabibes Peninsula on
what’s known as the Cuban Shelf, again, as with
Ballard’s finds in the Black Sea, this is a seriously
anomalous discovery made by respected
researchers not known for making wild, unsub-
stantiated claims, and again this was an accidental
discovery. Paulina Zelitsky, who with husband
Paul Weinzweig owns and operates the Canadian
company Advanced Digital Communications
(ADC), with offices in both Cuba and Canada, was
not seeking sunken cities but was rather engaged
in underwater surveying, searching for sunken
treasure ships in cooperation with the Cuban

UNDERGROUND!



government. (In November 2000, they discovered
and filmed the U.S. battleship USS Maine, which
blew up and sank in 1898, instigating the Cuban-
American war that brought Theodore Roosevelt
military fame and, eventually, the U.S. presiden-
cy.) “What we see in our high-resolution sonar
images are limitless, rolling, white sand plains
and, in the middle of this beautiful white sand,

took much imagination on the part of this editor,
anyway) to see anything remotely resembling an
underwater city, the response of the mainstream
press was informative—the story was picked up
and given press all over the world both online
and in print newspapers, proving that tales of
Atlantis and other mysteries of our distant past
still intrigue and grab attention.

The study of archaeology is rife with misinterpretation and dogmatic insistence on one view of

history, that human beings have only been civilized for the briefest span of time, and that only

Ill

accredited, “professiona

archaeologists are able to reach conclusions that are worth consideration

when it comes to our ancient past —and even then the professional label doesn’t always help.

there are clear man-made, large-size architectural
designs. It looks like when you fly over an urban
development in a plane and you see highways,
tunnels and buildings,” Zelitsky told Reuters
about their enigmatic, deep-water discovery. Her
husband Weinzweig told Reuters, “We had been
looking at the images for some months, and keep
a picture on the wall showing pyramids in the
Yucatan, and let’s just say they kept reminding us
of these structures. They really do look like an
urban development.”

Then there’'s the American explorer Robert
Sarmast, who claimed in November 2004 to
have discovered the remains of Atlantis 80 kilo-
meters (about 50 miles) southeast of Cyprus.
Conducting sonar scanning of the seabed 1.5
kilometers (just under one mile) below the sur-
face between Cyprus and Syria, Sarmast claims
to have located man-made walls of incredible
dimensions, including one wall said to stretch as
long as three kilometers, as well as man-dug
trenches. “We found more than 60-70 points
that are a perfect match with Plato’s detailed
description of the general layout of the acropolis
hill of Atlantis. The match of the dimensions and
the coordinates provided by our sonar with
Plato’s description are so accurate that, if this is
not indeed the acropolis of Atlantis, then this is
the world’s greatest coincidence,” Sarmast told
CNN. Although his sonar imaging was hazy (and
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HOW FAR BACK DID YOU SAY?

For the past few decades the accepted academic
estimates put modern humans appearing on the
scene between 100,000 and 150,000 years
ago, then spending the next 140,000 to 90,000
years spreading about the globe by land, hunt-
ing and gathering, grunting and living in caves
all the while, until about 10,000 years ago,
when humans suddenly began to practice agri-
culture and gather into small communities.
Then, in February 2005, it was announced on
ScienceDaily.com that fossils of anatomically
correct “modern” human beings had been
found—back in 1967 near Kibish, Ethiopia—and
though initially thought to be about 138,000
years old, these were now estimated to be closer to
195,000 years old, “give or take 5,000 years.”
Those are approximately 200,000-year-old
“modern” humans, in other words. According to
research by Frank Brown, the dean of the
University of Utah’s College of Mines and Earth
Sciences, who conducted the newest study
along with geologist and geochronologist lan
McDougall of Australian National University in
Canberra, and anthropologist John Fleagle of
New York state’s Stony Brook University (a long-
time proponent of the “Clovis-first in North
America” theory), the age of modern humans
can be pushed back so much further:

11



...[this] is significant because the cultural aspects
of humanity in most cases appear much later in
the record—only 50,000 years ago—which would
mean 150,000 years of Homo sapiens without
cultural stuff, such as evidence of eating fish, of
harpoons, anything to do with music (flutes and
that sort of thing), needles, even tools. This stuff all
comes in very late, except for stone knife blades,
which appeared between 50,000 and 200,000
years ago, depending on whom you believe.

Fleagle stressed the importance of the anomaly
of such ancient and apparently “modern”
humans and the seemingly late arrival of any
activity even remotely resembling modern civi-
lized activity, despite their “modern” appearance
at such an early date:

“There is a huge debate in the archeological liter-
ature regarding the first appearance of modern
aspects of behavior such as bone carving for reli-
gious reasons, or tools (harpoons and things),
ornamentation (bead jewelry and such), drawn
images, arrowheads. They only appear as a
coherent package about 50,000 years ago, and
the first modern humans that left Africa between
50,000 and 40,000 years ago seem to have had
the full set. As modern human anatomy is docu-
mented at earlier and earlier sites, it becomes
evident that there was a great time gap between
the appearance of the modern skeleton and
‘modern behavior.””

The study of archaeology is rife with misinterpreta-
tion and dogmatic insistence on one view of history,
that human beings have only been civilized for the
briefest span of time, and that only accredited,
“professional” archaeologists are able to reach
conclusions that are worth consideration when it
comes to our ancient past—and even then the pro-
fessional label doesn’t always help. Take for
instance the entrance of human beings into North
and South America, the “New World.” Who was it
to first make it into the New World, just how exactly
did they do it, from where did they come and
where did they arrive? Considering that the oldest
“city” found in the New World, a huge complex
spread across the 35 square mile Supe Valley in
Peru, was flourishing nearly 5,000 years ago, that

12

“Caral, as the 150-acre complex of pyramids,
plazas and residential buildings is known, was a
thriving metropolis as Egypt's Great Pyramids
were being built,” according to a 2002 National
Geographic report, something about the common
views on how and where populations and their
civilizations first took root and progressed around
the world isn’t ringing true.

“Topper is the oldest radiocarbon dated site
in North America,” said archaeologist Albert
Goodyear of the University of South Carolina
Institute of Archaeology and Anthropology, quoted
by CNN (November 17, 2004). Obtaining radiocar-
bon dates of 50,000 years at a site of human
habitation in South Carolina, along with stone
tools shaped by human hands, as claimed by
Goodyear to be the case, would be more than
25,000 years older than the still most commonly
accepted date by academics and archaeologists

But the evidence that Clovis hunters
weren’t first to arrive just keeps growing
and becoming harder to refute.

of between 13,000-13,500 years ago for the
entrance of humans into North America—via the
Bering Land Bridge when a narrow corridor was
opened by the receding glaciers, and primitive
hunters using Clovis points followed roaming
herds of game animals into North America until
they spread across both continents—thereby
blowing the current paradigm clean out of the
water. Though more scientists are gradually
accepting earlier and earlier dates for the entry of
human beings into the Americas, there is still a
vocal, and influential, proportion who resist the
new paradigm, the idea that people have been
traveling and settling everywhere across the
globe, by land and by sea, settling in both South
and North America for far longer than a measly
13,500 years, as has been the prevailing theory
since the late 1930s, when Clovis points were
first discovered in New Mexico in 1936 and
labeled irrefutable evidence of the oldest inhabi-
tants of the Americas. But the evidence that
Clovis hunters weren't first to arrive just keeps
growing and becoming harder to refute.

UNDERGROUND!



Yet so often when new, so-called fringe or radical theories are postulated,

they are laughed at, denigrated by many of those who make a living promoting

only the accepted dogma of the day-who seem to forget that what is considered

“fringe science” today is often the “real” science of tomorrow.

Federico Solérzano, a professor of anthropolo-
gy and paleontology in Guadalajara, Mexico, has
made a habit of collecting old bones from the
region around the largest lake in Mexico, Lake
Chipala (or Chapala), and one day noticed some-
thing extremely unusual, “a mineral-darkened
piece of brow ridge bone and a bit of jaw that did-
n't match any modern skulls,” according to an
October 3, 2004 report at CNEWS.

But Solérzano found a perfect fit when he placed
the brow against a model of the Old World’s
Tautavel Man—a member of a species, Homo erec-
tus, that many believe was an ancestor of modern
Homo sapiens.

The catch: Homo erectus is believed to have
died out 100,000 to 200,000 years ago—tens of
thousands of years before men are believed to
have reached the Americas.

And archaeologists have never found a trace of
Homo erectus in the Americas.

It's going to take more than a few teeny bits of
“mineral-darkened bone” to change the minds of
those holding to the Clovis First theory, but the
evidence that they are not seeing the whole pic-
ture is piling up quickly. At Monte Verde, on the
southernmost tip of Chile, there is a site that
even mainstream, previously extremely skeptical
academics have declared genuine, with estab-
lished signs of human habitation, cooking fires
and tools, dating back at least 10,000 years,
with one tool even apparently “splattered with
blood some 34,000 years ago,” according to the
aforementioned report by CNEWS, leading some
to wonder how humans managed to migrate from
the most northern climes to the most southern
in so short a time. A second site at Monte Verde
seems to date even earlier, to 14,000 years ago,
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a good 500 years before any land bridge across
the Bering Strait 8,800 miles (14,000 kilome-
ters) had opened. There have been stone tools
found and tentatively dated at 40,000 to 50,000
years old in Brazil. With these and many other
examples, it's clear that no matter what we think
we know about our past, there is still so much
more for us to learn, and we’re nowhere near any
definitive answers. But there are still questions
galore that need to be asked and should be
asked. Yet so often when new, so-called fringe or
radical theories are postulated, they are laughed
at, denigrated by many of those who make a living
promoting only the accepted dogma of the day—
who seem to forget that what is considered
“fringe science” today is often the “real” science
of tomorrow.

THE “REAL” PAST

“In recent years, archaeology has turned a great
deal of its attention to theoretical musings, to
examining its most basic assumptions. Are
there any ‘facts’?” asks Paul G. Bahn in the fore-
word to his 1995 collection 100 Great
Archaeological Discoveries, which, writes Bahn,
details 100 of the most exciting discoveries
made by archaeology in the last few centuries.
“Can one say anything meaningful and objective
about the past when studying (highly incom-
plete) evidence in the present?” But just a page
later, after noting that we cannot possibly really
“know” human pre-history, Bahn then goes on to
illustrate the way in which the mainstream often
ostracizes and ridicules what Barbara Ann Clow,
in her 2001 book Catastrophobia describes as
the “new paradigm researchers,” and who is
herself definitely a “new paradigm researcher,”
by writing:
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A further motivation for producing a book of this
kind is to be found in the recent re-emergence of
the von Danikenesque (Chariots of the Gods?)
“God is a Spaceman” message. We had hoped
that books promoting the theory that anything
impressive or bizarre in the archaeological record
must be attributable to extraterrestrial visitors
were a freak phenomenon of the 1970s, and that,
having sold in tens of millions, they had faded
away. Now, however, the success of the film
Stargate (a science-fiction fantasy suggesting that
ancient Egyptian civilization was produced by an
extraterrestrial) and the unexpected appearance
in the 1995 bestseller lists of Fingerprints of the
Gods (a book arguing that the monuments of the
ancient world were built 15,000 years ago by a
race of super-beings whose lost civilization now

more than one civilization during those thou-
sands upon thousands of years between the
appearance of apparently “modern” humans
and what appears to have been cataclysmic
changes on the earth at the end of the last ice
age about 12,000 or so years ago. Insulting too
is Bahn's assertion that von Daniken’s idea (and
von Déaniken is certainly not alone in his suspi-
cions, or he wouldn’t have sold those tens of
millions of books Bahn almost jealously men-
tions) that extraterrestrials might have visited
and interacted with people in some way on earth
at some point in the mists of prehistory as being
beyond consideration is merely condescending—
with the vast number of stars and possibilities
for different cultures having developed throughout
the cosmos, who’s to say one way or the other

The goal of this anthology is not to present definitive answers to all, or even to any of the

myriad mysteries and puzzling questions contained herein. Rather, the goal is to inspire you,

the readers, to think and question archaeological and historical orthodoxy on any number of

levels by offering alternative possibilities to what are now the “acceptable” theories.

lies in ruins beneath Antarctica) shows that the
monster was merely dormant; it can easily awake
and devour an army of gullible readers. So we
hope a book that sets out the “real past,” the
astonishing variety of human achievements, the
end-products of our ancestors’ sweat and ingenu-
ity, will not only help explain what archaeologists
do and why (albeit in a very incomplete fashion at
that) but also go a little way towards counteracting
this resurrected obsession without ascribing our
heritage to fantasy super-humans.

Besides his telling readers first that there’s no
way to “know the real past,” then decreeing what
should be considered “real” when studying the
past, Bahn is blatantly misrepresenting
Hancock’s theories put forth in Fingerprints of
the Gods, in which Hancock never wrote anything
about “super-humans,” but rather examined the
possibility that humanity had progressed into a
fairly advanced maritime civilization or even
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whether such radical theories are wrong or crazy
merely because they're so “controversial” or
“strange” or unacceptable to the status quo.

In Underground!—The Disinformation Guide to
Ancient Civilizations, Astonishing Archaeology
and Hidden History, my goal is to illustrate that
the “monster’—of questioning the established
paradigm, and positing radical new ideas and
theories—is not dormant nor dying, that it is
alive and well, and that mainstream guardians
of the status quo resorting to haughty state-
ments of assuredness and sincerity and scorn
of the outsider cannot hide the fact that there
are unanswered questions and mysteries that
abound about our pre-history, questions that
haven’t come close to being answered by main-
stream archaeology. The goal of this anthology is
not to present definitive answers to all, or even
to any of the myriad mysteries and puzzling
questions contained herein. Rather, the goal is
to inspire you, the readers, to think and question
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archaeological and historical orthodoxy on any
number of levels by offering alternative possibili-
ties to what are now the “acceptable” theories.
Countless are the interpretations of the
“extremely limited” evidence at hand, and many
the mysteries and anomalies (too many even for
a collection as wide and varied as Underground
to include under one cover), so that any theory
or postulation is as valid as the next, since we
cannot, as Bahn noted, “really know” our pre-
history, that span of 100,000 to 200,000 years
(and quite possibly even much longer) when mod-
ern humans were walking the earth apparently
waiting for that magic moment when civiliza-
tion’s trappings suddenly took root and sprang
up across the globe in scattered and supposedly
disconnected locations amongst people totally
independent of contact between one another on
their separate continents. But we can take a look
at these mysteries and wonder, postulate, theo-
rize and suggest conclusions from the evidence
without having to worry about not being politically
correct enough for those academics who insist
that pre-history is a cut and dried story just missing
a few minor details.

more all examine an incredible number of alter-
native views to those promoted by the current
defenders of mainstream paradigms, who insist
that only they can tell us what was happening
during our “real” pre-historical stages. The con-
tributors within these pages might not all agree
with one another’s theories and ideas, but they
do prove again and again that we human beings
have not necessarily “evolved” from most primi-
tive to most advanced, but have risen and fallen
in fits and starts, rising to great heights only to
be wiped out by some disaster, like a cometary
strike, a massive flood or simply human stupidity,
or any number of other great disasters that could
have befallen the more advanced and primitive
civilizations alike.

CATASTROPHE

“Biblical stories, apocalyptic visions, ancient art
and scientific data all seem to intersect at
around 2350 B.c., when one or more catastrophic
events wiped out several advanced societies in
Europe, Asia and Africa,” reports Robert Roy Britt
at Space.com (November 13, 2001). While some

While some sort of strike by a large object from space has long been a theory to explain the sudden

decline of many of the great early civilizations of the Ancient World, there was no “smoking gun” until the

find by satellite imagery of a gargantuan, two-mile-wide crater left by the impact of an extra-planetary

object, either a comet or a comet’s “associated meteor storms” which slammed into what is now Iraq.

Contributors such as Graham Hancock
(Underworld, Talisman: Sacred Cities, Secret
Faith and Sign and the Seal), Colin Wilson (The
Occult, From Atlantis to the Sphinx and The
Atlantis Blueprint, with Rand Flem-Ath), Frank
Joseph (Survivors of Atlantis and The Destruction
of Atlantis), William R. Corliss (The Sourcebook
Project, Ancient Man—A Handbook of Puzzling
Artifacts and Archeological Anomalies: Small
Artifacts—Bone, Stone, Metal Artifacts, Footprints,
High Technology), George Erikson (Atlantis in
America), Christopher Dunn (The Giza Power
Plant—Technologies of Ancient Egypt) and many
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sort of strike by a large object from space has
long been a theory to explain the sudden decline
of many of the great early civilizations of the
ancient world, there was no “smoking gun” until
the find by satellite imagery of a gargantuan,
two-mile-wide crater left by the impact of an
extra-planetary object, either a comet or a
comet’s “associated meteor storms” which
slammed into what is now Iraq. “The Akkadian
culture of Iraq, thought to be the world’s first
empire, collapsed,” writes Britt. “The settlements
of ancient Israel, gone. Mesopotamia, earth’s
original breadbasket, dust. Around the same
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time—a period called the early Bronze Age—
apocalyptic writings appeared, fueling religious
beliefs that persist today.” The Epic of
Gilgamesh, written at about this time, describes
“the fire, brimstone and flood of possibly mythi-
cal events.” Britt reports, “Omens predicting the
Akkadian collapse preserve a record that ‘many
stars were falling from the sky.” The ‘Curse of
Akkad,” dated to about 2200 B.c., speaks of
‘flaming potsherds raining from the sky.’
Roughly 2,000 years later, the Jewish
astronomer Rabbi bar Nachmani created what
could be considered the first impact theory:
That Noah’s Flood was triggered by two ‘stars’
that fell from the sky. ‘When God decided to
bring about the Flood, He took two stars from
Khima, threw them on earth, and brought about
the Flood.””

DELVING INTO THE MYSTERIOUS PAST

More ancient Indian myths and histories are
explored in detail by N. S. Rajaram and John
Anthony West (Serpent in the Sky: The High
Wisdom of Ancient Egypt), who illustrate why we
might benefit by paying more attention to these
ancient and venerated tales from India, that tell
of peoples in long ago and long-forgotten ages,
and possibly foretell our current coming ages
too. Records detailed in these “myths” point to
not only a much longer span of history in which
civilizations reached heights unimagined by
mainstream archaeologists, and understood the
stars and other sciences to degrees far beyond
what they’re commonly given credit for. The idea
that there was an Aryan “invasion” of India is
seriously questioned by Rajaram.

Did ancient navigators sail and map the world’s oceans while

conducting worldwide trade, including that of cocaine and

nicotine, both New World substances that have turned up in

hundreds of ancient Egyptian mummies?

If a worldwide calamity took place today, pos-
sibly leaving behind a few scattered remnants of
more technologically advanced people to
rebuild small communities and devices to try
and forecast another disaster should it come,
as survivors of ancient advanced civilizations
perhaps did when building the now enigmatic
and mysterious megalithic temples and observa-
tories around the globe, but mainly left those
primitive peoples who, as is still the case today,
in early 2005, live in Stone Age conditions in the
remotest parts of the world, to tell the tale of
what came before, to describe for their children
and grandchildren the vast modern cities and
technologies that were utterly destroyed in fiery
cataclysm or sunk beneath the waves, how
would future scientists interpret their stories,
which would eventually become their myths?
Would they do any better a job then we have?
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Michael A. Cremo (Forbidden Archaeology and
Hidden History of the Human Race) questions not
when humans became modern humans, but what
exactly makes modern humans human—are we
creatures of merely matter and chemical reactions,
or do we have a soul as so many ancient texts
describe? Dave Denton asks if Darwin’s version of
evolution is correct and if human beings are who
and what we are by simple “happy accident”—or if
there really is some kind of design to who and what
we are. Dan Russell discusses the possible plants
that originally brought gnosis to the ancients.

Professor Robert M. Schoch, author of Voice of
the Rocks and Voyages of the Pyramid Builders,
not only explains why he thinks the Great Sphinx
on the Giza Plateau (and hence ancient Egyptian
civilization itself) goes back much further in time
than the current archaeological paradigm permits,
but also describes, with co-author Robert S.
McNally, why he thinks that worldwide pyramid
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building stems from a common source from deep
in the mists of pre-history.

Michael Arbuthnot, founder of Team Atlantis, a
group dedicated to searching out anomalous and
mysterious archaeological reports and discoveries,
explains why the Bering land crossing theory
might not be entirely correct, and why it's more
than reasonable to assume there very well could
have been diffusion between the Old and New
Worlds from both East and West pre-Columbus
cultures, while Roy A. Decker points out numerous
examples of anomalous finds that point to explo-
rations of and even settlements in the New World
by ancient cultures such as the Carthaginians,
Romans, Phoenicians and many more.

Richard Nisbet takes us on an incredibly beau-
tiful photographic tour of megalithic architecture
in Peru that simultaneously inspires awe while
defying explanation, while David Hatcher
Childress, author of the Lost Cities series, and
founder of the World Explorers Club, asks if any-
one can seriously believe that the Incas really
built Machu Picchu. | also interview intrepid
explorer Greg Deyermenjian about his explo-
rations in the hostile and uninviting jungles of
Peru in search of the fabled lost city Paititi and
the enigmatic “dots” that might or might not be
undiscovered massive pyramids. William R.
Corliss examines some anomalous toys and sci-
entific equipment that should not exist according
to the mainstream paradigm, while Erich von
Daniken asks if ancient humans had devices with
which they could fly.

Robert Merkin examines the results of two
ancient cultures meeting and mixing—ancient
Greece, cosmopolitan and liberal, and ancient
Israel, theocratic and religiously intolerant—and
the sometimes drastic and dramatic results of that
meeting. George T. Sassoon questions whether the
wandering Israelites were obtaining “mana” from a
machine called the Ancient of Days.

Could the ancients sense and utilize earth’s
vibrations and energies, placing their menhirs and
building their stone circles upon “sacred places”
not only to mark the spots but to harness the
energies in those locations? Did ancient navigators
sail and map the world’s oceans while conducting
worldwide trade, including that of cocaine and
nicotine, both New World substances that have
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turned up in hundreds of ancient Egyptian mum-
mies? Did ancient peoples mirror the stars here
on earth and, if so, for what purpose? Was the
earth really visited by extraterrestrials and did
they influence our development towards civiliza-
tion? Did Atlantis and Lemuria exist, and if so,
where did the survivors head when their home-
lands were destroyed? Did a series of cometary
strikes wipe out more than one early, advanced
civilization and was there more than one cata-
strophic event within human memory, including a
cataclysm that became the worldwide flood myths
of which Noah'’s is most famous? What were the
Nazis looking for during their extensive archaeo-
logical adventures before and during WWII? What
was the Holy Grail and why were so many looking
for it? Do academics and archaeologists actively
work to suppress new, controversial archaeologi-
cal finds and ruin those who insist on reporting
their anomalous results?

There is no way to fit every astonishing archae-
ological find, puzzling ancient civilization and
theory about hidden history within this book—it
would take thousands of pages. But it is hoped
that by reading the many theories contained
herein that you will find yourselves more curious
to examine the many alternatives to what your
professors and pundits say about our distant past
and the awesome achievements of our so-called
primitive ancestors, that you'll realize the myster-
ies about our ancient past and our ancestors are
far greater and far deeper than you’'ve ever imag-
ined possible. It must be stressed that there are
many divergent viewpoints expressed inside this
book, and very few of the contributors know who
the other contributors are—and as will be obvious
as you read this book, they do not all agree with
one another, which is representative of the
archaeological world at large

SHIFTING OF THE PARADIGM HAPPENS
ALL THE TIME

For two last glaring examples of exactly how little
scientists and archaeologists really do know and
how quickly viewpoints and paradigms and so-
called “facts” about the ancient past and scien-
tific knowledge can change, let’'s consider the
following reports.
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The first comes from the March 25, 2005 edi-
tion of the Los Angeles Times:

In bone blasted from Montana sandstone, fossil
hunters for the first time have discovered the
microscopic soft tissue of a Tyrannosaurus rex,
preserved almost unaltered inside a bone since
the dinosaur died 70 million years ago, scientists
announced Thursday.

Scientists at North Carolina State University
and at Montana State University’'s Museum of the
Rockies in Bozeman found brownish oblong cells,
elastic threads of veins and pliable dabs of red
bone marrow in the core of a stout hind leg, the
researchers reported in the journal Science.

The translucent vessels were so elastic that
when one was stretched out and then released, it
snapped back like a rubber band.

“To my knowledge, preservation to this extent
has not been noted in dinosaurs before,” said
Mary H. Schweitzer, a paleontologist at North
Carolina State University in Raleigh. “The tissues
are still soft,” said Schweitzer, who led the
research team. “The microstructures that look
like cells are preserved in every way.”

Under a scanning electron microscope, these
dinosaur tissues—minute remains of the mighti-
est of earth’s ancient carnivores—were ‘virtually
identical’ to those of a modern ostrich.”

Even this stupendous discovery was the result of
an accident, the minute tissue samples noticed
only because workers had to break a precious
dinosaur leg bone to get it onto a helicopter to
move it from the excavation’s remote location.
These 70 million-year-old organic remains go
against all prevailing knowledge about how fos-
sils form, which say organic material could not
last more than 100,000 years at maximum—but
because science insisted this was impossible,
how many other traces have been missed over
the years, simply because scientists weren’t
looking for it, so set was their way of thinking?
So once again the modern prevailing scientific
paradigm is proven not only wrong, but quite
dramatically so.

The second incredible, paradigm-shifting story
comes from the April 2005 edition of National
Geographic magazine.
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In the large, cathedral-like Liang Bua (“mean-
ing ‘cool cave’ in the local Manggarai language”)
cavern on the 220-mile Indonesian island of
Flores, which sits between the mainland of Asia
and Australia, scientists have found the remains
of tiny human beings, labeled Homo floresiensis,
standing only three feet tall as full grown adults,
which they’'ve affectionately called “hobbits.” To
get to the island involved crossing at least 15
miles of sea, until very recently considered
impossible for primitive humans. In the 1950s
and 1960s, an amateur archaeologist and part-
time priest named Theodor Verhoeven found in
the Sea Basin of Flores the remains of primitive
stone implements near stegodont (a now extinct
species of miniature elephant) fossils thought
to be at least 750,000 years old. Since he knew
that Homo erectus was known to have inhabited
nearby Java 1.5 million years ago, Verhoeven
“concluded that erectus somehow crossed the
sea” separating the two islands, called the
“Wallace Line,” at a much earlier date.
Verhoeven’s hypothesis, since he was merely an
amateur with no scholarly training in archaeolo-
gy, was scoffed at and ridiculed by mainstream
professional archaeologists. Then scientists in
the 1990s dated the tools to be even older,
nearly 840,000 years old. That meant that
Verhoeven was correct about erectus making
the crossing. But more fascinating to scientists
were the newly discovered floresiensis. Still
existing at the same time as modern human
beings, inhabiting Flores from as long ago as
95,000 years ago to as recently as 13,000
years ago, these previously unknown people
were descended from erectus, which arose
nearly two million years ago. Although floresien-
sis’ brains were tiny, “small even for a chim-
panzee,” they were making tools, hunting prey
and living and cooperating in organized groups,
and though much smaller in stature and brain
size than their erectus ancestors, they were
apparently much smarter. As National
Geographic points out, this discovery of a differ-
ent species of human being sharing the planet
with modern Homo sapiens is mind boggling,
but isn’t the only mystery. How did these primi-
tive people get to Flores so many thousands of
years ago?
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“Was Homo erectus a better mariner than
anyone suspected, able to build rafts and plan
voyages?” asks National Geographic, to which
many of the contributors in this book would
reply with a resounding “Yes!” There’s more to
this story than just this question of ancient nav-
igation too. “And it raises a new and haunting
question. Modern humans colonized Australia
from mainland Asia about 50,000 years ago,
populating Indonesia on their way. Did they and
the hobbits ever meet?” There are no signs of
modern humans on Flores until about 11,000
years ago, but it is possible that some floresien-
sis had managed to survive in remote areas of
the island. “A clue may come from local folktales
about half-size, hairy people with flat foreheads,
stories the islanders tell even today. It’s breath-
taking to think that modern humans may still
have a folk memory of sharing the planet with
another species of human, like us but unfath-
omably different.” So once again, it took nearly
20 years for mainstream archaeologists to catch
up to the amateur’s hypothesis, which turned
out to be correct despite the nay-sayers who
insisted it was impossible, that there was no
way humans of any kind had reached Flores so
many thousands of years earlier than accepted
dogma gave them credit for. To their shame,
these nay-sayers held up solid research by their
insistent clinging to the established viewpoint,
until finally the paradigm shifted and scientists
became more open to yet another new, previ-
ously ridiculed idea.

Maybe you, dear reader, will make the next
astonishing discovery, or unlock the secret code
that deciphers some ancient language and
gives us back more of our long lost history.
Perhaps you will find that jungle-covered temple,
sunken city or forgotten race that returns to us
some of our ancient lost memories, our forgotten
links to our ancestors who came before and left
such enigmatic clues to their existence across
the globe. Whether you are an armchair explorer
or an active jungle trekker and trail blazer, an
idealist or pragmatist, the following pages prom-
ise to take you on a wild ride through alternative
landscapes, to visit and examine the remnants
that our ancient ancestors left behind. So put
on your bush hat and take out your compass,
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because we’'re about to head into parts
unknown, where the maps are marked Datos
Insuficientes, or “insufficient data,” where mon-
sters dwell, lost cities lie crumbling, buried under
jungle and sand, and mind-boggling, enigmatic
mysteries still lie awaiting discovery.
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ORIGINS MYTHIC OR HISTORIC






Michael A. Cremo

HUMAN DEVOLUTION

MY BOOK Forbidden Archeology, co-authored with
Richard L. Thompson, documents archaeological
evidence for extreme human antiquity, consistent
with the Puranas, the historical writings of ancient
India. This evidence places a human presence so
far back in time as to call into question the
Darwinian account of human origins.

Kenneth Feder, in his review of Forbidden
Archeology," said:

When you attempt to deconstruct a well-accepted
paradigm, it is reasonable to expect that a new para-
digm be suggested in its place. The authors of
Forbidden Archeology do not do this, and | would like
to suggest a reason for their neglect here. Wishing to
appear entirely scientific, the authors hoped to avoid
a detailed discussion of their own beliefs.

It is not true that my co-author and | were trying to
avoid a detailed discussion of our own alternative
account. Rather we were hoping to ignite just such
a discussion. But some practical considerations
compelled us to proceed in stages. In my intro-
duction to Forbidden Archeology, | wrote: “Our
research program led to results we did not antici-
pate, and hence a book much larger than original-
ly envisioned.” | was genuinely surprised at the
massive number of cases of archaeological evi-
dence for extreme human antiquity that turned up
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during my eight years of historical research.
Forbidden Archeology went to press with over nine
hundred pages. “Because of this,” | wrote in the
introduction, “we have not been able to develop in
this volume our ideas about an alternative to cur-
rent theories of human origins. We are therefore
planning a second volume relating our extensive
research results in this area to our Vedic source
material.” Human Devolution: A Vedic Alternative
to Darwin’s Theory is that second volume. The
basic message is simple. We do not evolve up from
matter, rather we devolve, or come down, from a
level of pure consciousness, or spirit, if you like
that word.

Although | am offering a Vedic alternative to
Darwinism, | acknowledge that it is part of a larger
family of spiritual alternatives to Darwinism rooted
in various world religions, which | also honor and
respect. Interestingly enough, many scholars are
now willing to consider such alternatives to the
Western scientific worldview as candidates for
truth. For them, belief in such worldviews is no
longer taboo. In American Anthropologist,
Katherine P. Ewing said:

To rule out the possibility of belief in another’s
reality is to encapsulate that reality and, thus, to
impose implicitly the hegemony of one’s own view
of the world.?
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The basic message is simple. We do not evolve up from matter, rather

we devolve, or come down, from a level of pure consciousness, or

spirit, if you like that word.

In the Journal of Consciousness Studies, William
Barnard, in speaking about the world’s wisdom
traditions, advocated:

... a scholarship that is willing and able to affirm
that the metaphysical models . . . of these different
spiritual traditions are serious contenders for truth,
a scholarship that realizes that these religious
worlds are not dead corpses that we can dissect and
analyze at a safe distance, but rather are living, vital
bodies of knowledge and practice that have the
potential to change our taken-for-granted notions.?

| am asking that scientists and scholars approach
in this spirit the Vedic perspective on human ori-
gins outlined in Human Devolution.

A PROCESS OF KNOWLEDGE FILTRATION

Before presenting an alternative to the Darwinian
concept of human origins, it is reasonable to show
that an alternative is really necessary. One thing
that clearly demonstrates the need for an alterna-
tive is the archaeological evidence for extreme
human antiquity. Such evidence actually exists,
but it has been systematically eliminated from
scientific discussion by a process of knowledge
filtration. Archaeological evidence that contra-
dicts the Darwinian theory of human evolution is
often rejected for just that reason.

For example, in the Nineteenth Century, gold was
discovered in California. To get it, miners dug tun-
nels into the sides of mountains, such as Table
Mountain in Tuolumne County. Deep inside the
tunnels, in deposits from the early Eocene Age
(about 50 million years ago), miners found human
bones and artifacts. The discoveries were carefully
documented by Dr. J. D. Whitney, the chief govern-
ment geologist of California, in his book The
Auriferous Gravels of the Sierra Nevada of
California, published by Harvard University in 1880.
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But we do not hear very much about these discov-
eries today. In the Smithsonian Institution Annual
Report for 1898-1899, anthropologist William
Holmes said,

Perhaps if Professor Whitney had fully appreciated
the story of human evolution as it is understood
today, he would have hesitated to announce the con-
clusions formulated, notwithstanding the imposing
array of testimony with which he was confronted.”

In other words, if the facts did not fit the theory of
human evolution, the facts had to be set aside,
and that is exactly what happened.

Such bias continued into the Twentieth Century.
In the 1970s, American archaeologists led by
Cynthia Irwin Williams discovered stone tools at
Hueyatlaco, near Puebla, Mexico. The stone tools
were of advanced type, made only by humans like
us. A team of geologists, from the United States
Geological Survey and universities in the United
States, came to Hueyatlaco to date the site. Among
the geologists was Virginia Steen-Mcintyre. To date
the site, the team used four methods—uranium
series dating on butchered animal bones found
along with the tools, zircon fission track dating on
volcanic layers above the tools, tephra hydration
dating of volcanic crystals and standard stratigraphy.

The problem as | see it is much bigger than
Hueyatlaco. It concerns the manipulation of
scientific thought through the suppression of
“enigmatic data,” data that challenges the
prevailing mode of thinking.

The four methods converged on an age of about
250,000 years for the site. The archeologists
refused to consider this date. They could not
believe that humans capable of making the
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Hueyatlaco artifacts existed 250,000 years ago. In
defense of the dates obtained by the geologists,
Virginia Steen-Mclintyre wrote in a letter (March 30,
1981) to Estella Leopold, associate editor of
Quaternary Research:

The problem as | see it is much bigger than
Hueyatlaco. It concerns the manipulation of scien-
tific thought through the suppression of “enigmatic
data,” data that challenges the prevailing mode of
thinking. Hueyatlaco certainly does that! Not being
an anthropologist, | didn’t realize the full signifi-
cance of our dates back in 1973, nor how deeply
woven into our thought the current theory of human
evolution has become. Our work at Hueyatlaco has
been rejected by most archaeologists because it
contradicts that theory, period.

This remains true today, not only for the California
gold mine discoveries and the Hueyatlaco human
artifacts, but also for hundreds of other discover-
ies documented in the scientific literature of the
past 150 years.

REVISING THE DARWINIAN
EVOLUTIONARY PICTURE

There is also fossil evidence showing that the cur-
rent Darwinian picture of the evolution of nonhuman
species is also in need of revision. Beginning in the
1940s, geologists and paleobotanists working with
the Geological Survey of India explored the Salt
Range Mountains in what is now Pakistan. They
found, deep in salt mines, evidence for the exis-
tence of advanced flowering plants and insects in
the early Cambrian periods, about 600 million years

later. To explain the evidence some geologists
proposed that there must have been a massive
overthrust, by which Eocene layers, about 50 million
years old, were thrust under Cambrian layers, over
550 million years old. Others pointed out that there
were no geological signs of such an overthrust.
According to these scientists, the layers bearing the
fossils of the advanced plants and insects were
found in normal position, beneath strata containing
trilobites, the characteristic fossil of the Cambrian.
One of these scientists, E. R. Gee, a geologist work-
ing with the Geological Survey of India, proposed a
novel solution to the problem. In the proceedings of
the National Academy of Sciences of India for the
year 1945, paleobotanist Birbal Sahni noted:

Quite recently, an alternative explanation has been
offered by Mr. Gee. The suggestion is that the
angiosperms, gymnosperms and insects of the
Saline Series may represent a highly evolved
Cambrian or Precambrian flora and fauna! In other
words, it is suggested that these plants and animals
made their appearance in the Salt Range area
several hundred million years earlier than they did
anywhere else in the world. One would scarcely have
believed that such an idea would be seriously put
forward by any geologist today.®

The controversy was left unresolved. In the 1990s,
petroleum geologists, unaware of the earlier con-
troversy, restudied the area. They determined that
the salt deposits below the Cambrian deposits
containing trilobites were early Cambrian or
Precambrian. In other words, they found no evi-
dence of an overthrust. The salt deposits were in a
natural position below the Cambrian deposits. This

Evidence from biochemistry, genetics and developmental biology also contradicts the

Darwinian theory of human evolution... As far as evolution itself is concerned, it has

not been demonstrated in any truly scientific way. It remains an article of faith.

ago. According to standard evolutionary ideas, no
land plants or animals existed at that time.
Flowering plants and insects are thought to have
come into existence hundreds of millions of years
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supports Gee’s suggestion that the plant and
insect remains in the salt deposits were evidence
of an advanced fauna and flora existing in the
early Cambrian. This evidence contradicts not only
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the Darwinian concept of the evolution of humans
but of other species as well.

Evidence from biochemistry, genetics and develop-
mental biology also contradicts the Darwinian theory
of human evolution. Although the origin of life from
chemicals is technically not part of the evolution the-
ory, it has in practice become inseparably connected
with it. Darwinists routinely assert that life arose from
chemicals. But after decades of theorizing and
experimenting, they are unable to say exactly which
chemicals combined in exactly which way to form
exactly which first living thing. As far as evolution
itself is concerned, it has not been demonstrated in
any truly scientific way. It remains an article of faith.

The modern evolutionary synthesis is based on
genetics. Evolutionists posit a relationship between
the genotype (genetic structure) of an organism and
its phenotype (physical structure). They say that
changes in the genotype result in changes in the
phenotype, and by natural selection the changes in
phenotype conferring better fitness in a particular
environment accumulate in organisms. Evolutionists
claim that this process can account for the appear-
ance of new structural features in organisms. But on
the level of microbiology, these structures appear to
be irreducibly complex. Scientists have not been able
to specify exactly how they have come about in step-
by-step fashion. They have not been able to tell us
exactly what genetic changes resulted in what
phenotypic changes to produce particular complex
features of organisms. This would require the specifi-
cation of intermediate stages leading up to the
complex structures we observe today. In his book
Darwin’s Black Box, biochemist Michael Behe says,

In the past ten years, Journal of Molecular Evolution
has published more than a thousand papers . . .
There were zero papers discussing detailed models
for intermediates in the development of complex
biomolecular structures. This is not a peculiarity of
JME. No papers are to be found that discuss
detailed models for intermediates in the develop-
ment of complex biomolecular structures, whether
in the Proceedings of the National Academy of
Science, Nature, Science, the Journal of Molecular
Biology or, to my knowledge, any science journal.®

Attempts by scientists to use genetic evidence to
demonstrate the time and place that anatomically
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modern humans have come into existence have
resulted in embarrassing mistakes and contradic-
tions. The first widely publicized reports that
genetic evidence allowed scientists to say that all
living humans arose from an African Eve who lived
200,000 years ago in Africa turned out to be fatal-
ly flawed. Researchers have attempted to correct
the mistakes, but the results remain confused.
Considering the complexities surrounding genetic
data, some scientists have suggested that fossils
remain the most reliable evidence for questions
about human origins and antiquity. In an article in
American Anthropologist, David W. Frayer and his
co-authors said:

Unlike genetic data derived from living humans, fos-
sils can be used to test predictions of theories about
the past without relying on a long list of assumptions
about the neutrality of genetic markers, mutational
rates, or other requirements necessary to retrodict
the past from current genetic variation . . . genetic
information, at best, provides a theory of how
modern human origins might have happened if
the assumptions used in interpreting the genetic
data are correct.’

This means that the archaeological evidence for
extreme human antiquity documented in
Forbidden Archeology provides a much-needed
check on the rampant speculations of genetic
researchers. This evidence contradicts current
Darwinian accounts of human origins.

A REAL NEED FOR AN ALTERNATIVE
ACCOUNT—THE PARANORMAL

So evidence from archaeology, paleontology, bio-
chemistry, genetics and developmental biology
demonstrates a real need for an alternative to the
current Darwinian account of human origins. The
work of Alfred Russel Wallace, cofounder with
Darwin of the theory of evolution by natural selec-
tion, provides an introduction to the alternative
explanation. Wallace, along with other British sci-
entists, such as Sir William Crookes, a prominent
physicist and president of the Royal Society, con-
ducted extensive experiments into the paranormal.
These experiments and observations led Wallace to
revise the worldview of science. Wallace concluded
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that the universe is populated with spirit beings.
Some of the minor spirit beings, he proposed, are
in contact with the human population on earth,
usually through mediums. According to Wallace,

According to Wallace, the minor spirit beings,
acting through mediums, were responsible for

a variety of paranormal phenomenag, including
clairvoyance, miraculous healings, communications
from the dead, apparitions, materializations of
physical objects, levitations, etc. More powerful
spirit beings may have played a role in the origin
of species.

the minor spirit beings, acting through mediums,
were responsible for a variety of paranormal phe-
nomena, including clairvoyance, miraculous
healings, communications from the dead, appari-
tions, materializations of physical objects, levitations,
etc. More powerful spirit beings may have played a
role in the origin of species.
Wallace wrote in his autobiography:

The majority of people to-day have been brought up
in the belief that miracles, ghosts and the whole
series of strange phenomena here described cannot
exist; that they are contrary to the laws of nature;
that they are the superstitions of a bygone age; and
that therefore they are necessarily either impostures
or delusions. There is no place in the fabric of their
thought into which such facts can be fitted. When |
first began this inquiry it was the same with myself.
The facts did not fit into my then-existing fabric of
thought. All my preconceptions, all my knowledge,
all my belief in the supremacy of science and of
natural law were against the possibility of such
phenomena... [but] one by one, the facts were forced
upon me without possibility of escape from them.?

For Wallace, all this had implications for human ori-
gins. In his book Contributions to a Theory of
Natural Selection, Wallace concluded that

. .. a superior intelligence has guided the develop-
ment of man in a definite direction, and for a special
purpose, just as man guides the development of
many animal and vegetable forms.’
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NOT WHERE, BUT WHAT?

In Human Devolution, | propose that before we
even ask the question, “Where did human beings
come from?” we should first of all ask the question,
“What is a human being?” Today most scientists
believe that a human being is simply a combina-
tion of the ordinary chemical elements. This
assumption limits the kinds of explanations that
can be offered for human origins. | propose that it
is more reasonable, based on available scientific
evidence, to start with the assumption that a
human being is composed of three separately
existing substances: matter, mind and conscious-
ness (or spirit). This assumption widens the circle
of possible explanations.

Any scientific chain of reasoning begins with
some initial assumptions that are not rigorously
proved. Otherwise, one would get caught in an
endless regression of proofs of assumptions, and
proofs of proofs of assumptions. Initial assump-
tions must simply be reasonable on the basis of
available evidence. And it can be shown that it is
reasonable, on the basis of available evidence, to
posit the existence of mind and consciousness, in
addition to ordinary matter, as separate elements
composing the human being.

And it can be shown that it is reasonable,
on the basis of available evidence, to posit
the existence of mind and consciousness, in
addition to ordinary matter, as separate
elements composing the human being.

| define mind as a subtle, but nevertheless mate-
rial, energy associated with the human organism
and capable of acting on ordinary matter in ways we
cannot explain by our current laws of physics.
Evidence for this mind element comes from scientif-
ic research into the phenomena called by some
“paranormal” or “psychical.” Here we are led into
the hidden history of physics. Just as in archaeology,
there has been in physics a tremendous amount of
knowledge filtration. For example, every physics
student learns about the work of Pierre and Marie
Curie, the husband and wife team who both
received Nobel Prizes for their work in discovering
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radium. The account is found in practically every
introductory physics textbook. What we do not read
in the textbooks is that the Curies were heavily
involved in psychical research. They were part of a
large group of prominent European scientists,
including other Nobel Prize winners, who were jointly
conducting research into the paranormal in Paris
early in the Twentieth Century. For two years, the
group studied the Italian medium Eusapia Palladino
(sometimes spelled Paladino, or Paladina). Historian
Anna Hurwic notes in her biography of Pierre Curie:

He thought it possible to discover in spiritualism the
source of an unknown energy that would reveal the
secret of radioactivity . . . He saw the séances as
scientific experiments, tried to monitor the different
parameters, took detailed notes of every observa-
tion. He was really intrigued by Eusapia Paladino.®

new “séances” with Eusapia Paladina (we already
had séances with her last summer). The result is
that those phenomena exist for real, and | can’t
doubt it any more. It is unbelievable, but it is thus,
and it is impossible to negate it after the séances
that we had in conditions of perfect monitoring.

He concluded, “There is, according to me, a com-
pletely new domain of facts and physical states of
space of which we have no idea.”

To me, such results, and many more like them
from the hidden history of physics, suggest that
there is associated with the human organism a
mind element that can act on ordinary matter in
ways we cannot easily explain by our current
physical laws. Such research continues today,
although most scientists doing it are concentrating
on microeffects rather than the macroeffects

There is, according to me, a completely new domain of facts

and physical states of space of which we have no idea.

About some séances with Paladino, Pierre Curie
wrote to physicist Georges Gouy in a letter dated
July 24, 1905:

We had at the Psychology Society a few séances
with the medium Eusapia Paladina. It was very
interesting, and truly those phenomena that we
have witnessed seemed to us to not be some mag-
ical tricks—a table lifted four feet above the floor,
movements of objects, feelings of hands that
pinched you or caressed you, apparitions of light. All
this in a room arranged by us, with a small number
of spectators all well known and without the pres-
ence of a possible accomplice. The only possible
cheating would be an extraordinary ability of the
medium as a magician. But how to explain the dif-
ferent phenomena when we are holding her hands
and legs, and the lighting of the room is sufficient
to see everything going on?

On April 14, 1906, Pierre wrote to Gouy:

We are working, M. Curie and me, to precisely dose
the radium by its own emanations... We had a few
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reported by Pierre Curie. For example, Robert
Jahn, head of the engineering department at
Princeton University, started to research the effects
of mental attention on random number generators.
A random number generator will normally generate
a sequence of ones and zeros, with equal numbers
of each. But Jahn, and his associates who have
continued the research, found that subjects could
mentally influence the random number generators
to produce a statistically significant greater num-
ber of ones than zeros (or vice versa).

Evidence for a conscious self that can exist apart
from mind and matter comes from medical reports
of out of body experiences (OBEs). Dr. Michael
Sabom, an American cardiologist, conducted
extensive research into out of body experiences.
He carefully interviewed heart attack patients who
reported such experiences. He then compared
their reports with their actual medical records. He
found that a statistically significant number of the
group gave correct accounts, consistent with the
reports of their treatment. This is highly unusual,
because according to standard medical opinion, the
patients should have been completely unconscious.
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Could the subjects have manufactured their
correct reports from their previous knowledge of
heart attack treatment procedures (for example,
from watching television hospital dramas)? To
control for this, Sabom selected a second group of
heart attack patients who did not report OBEs. He
asked them to imagine the medical treatment
they had undergone while unconscious. None of
them was able to give a correct report, and almost
all of them made major mistakes. For Sabom, the
results from the control group confirmed the gen-
uineness of the OBE reports from the first group.
In his book Recollections of Death: A Medical
Investigation, Sabom asked,

Could the mind which splits apart from the physical
brain be, in essence, the “soul,” which continues
to exist after final bodily death, according to some
religious doctrines?*!

Sabom’s results have been confirmed by further
studies. For example, in February 2001, a team
from the University of Southampton, in the
United Kingdom, published a favorable study on
OBEs in cardiac arrest patients in the journal
Resuscitation.”” The team was headed by Dr. Sam
Parnia, a senior research fellow at the university.
On February 16, 2001, a report published on the
university’'s Web site said that the work of Dr.
Parnia “suggests consciousness and the mind may
continue to exist after the brain has ceased to
function and the body is clinically dead.”

Past life memories also give evidence for a con-
scious self that can exist apart from the body. Dr.
lan Stevenson, a psychiatrist at the University of
Virginia medical school, has conducted extensive
research into past life memories. Stevenson, and
his associates, have focused on past life memories
spontaneously reported by very young children.
Stevenson prefers working with children because
older persons might have the motives and means
to construct elaborate past life accounts. His
technique is to thoroughly interview the child sub-
jects and thus obtain as many details as possible
about the reported past life. Using this information,
Stevenson and his associates then attempt to
identify the person the child claims to have been in
the past life. In hundreds of cases, they have been
successful in making such identifications.

MICHAEL A. CREMO: HUMAN DEVOLUTION

Having established that the human organism is
composed of the elements matter, mind and con-
sciousness (or spirit), it is natural to suppose that
the cosmos is divided into regions, or levels, of
matter, mind and consciousness, each inhabited
by beings adapted to life there. First, there is a
region of pure consciousness. Consciousness, as
we experience it, is individual and personal. This
suggests that the original source of conscious
selves is also individual and personal. So in addi-
tion to the individual units of consciousness
existing in the realm of pure consciousness, there
is also an original conscious being that is their
source. When the fractional conscious selves give
up their connection with their source, they are
placed in lower regions of the cosmos predominated
by either the subtle material energy (mind) or the
gross material energy (matter). There is thus a
cosmic hierarchy of conscious beings, a fact

Using this information, Stevenson and his
associates then attempt to identify the per-
son the child claims to have been in the past
life. In hundreds of cases, they have been
successful in making such identifications.

attested to in the cosmologies of people from all
parts of the world. These cosmologies share many
features. They generally include an original God
inhabiting a realm of pure consciousness, a subor-
dinate creator god inhabiting a subtle material
region of the cosmos along with many kinds of
demigods and demigoddesses, an earthly realm
inhabited by humans like us, and an underworld
inhabited by ghosts and demons.

There are various categories of observational
evidence for the existence of conscious beings at
various levels of a cosmic hierarchy. The first cat-
egory is evidence for survival of conscious selves
formerly inhabiting bodies of terrestrial humans.
This evidence takes the form of communications
from surviving conscious human selves, appari-
tions of departed humans and possessions of living
humans by spirits of departed humans. Cases
where humans are possessed by beings with
extraordinary powers provide evidence for super-
human creatures existing in extraterrestrial levels
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The human devolution concept posits the action of superior intelligences in the origin

of the human form and the forms of other living things... There is evidence that such

paranormal modification and production of biological forms actually occurs.

of the cosmic hierarchy. Marian apparitions and
apparitions of angels also provide such evidence.
Historical accounts of appearances of avatars
provide evidence for the existence of a supreme
conscious being. (Avatar is a Sanskrit word meaning
“one who descends from above.”) A final category of
evidence comes from modern reports of unidentified
flying objects and the “aliens” associated with them.
Although the topic is very controversial, and involves
a high degree of strangeness, there is a substan-
tial quantity of credible reporting from government
and military sources from several countries. The
theory of purely mechanical UFOs breaks down
under careful investigation, and the UFOs and aliens
come to resemble beings inhabiting extraterrestrial
levels of the world’s traditional cosmologies.

SUPERIOR INTELLIGENCES

The human devolution concept posits the action of
superior intelligences in the origin of the human
form and the forms of other living things. This
depends on the ability of consciousness to more or
less directly influence the organization of matter in
living things. There is evidence that such paranor-
mal modification and production of biological
forms actually occurs.

The first category of evidence comes from labora-
tory experiments in which human subjects are able
to mentally influence the growth of microorgan-
isms. For example, Beverly Rubik conducted labora-
tory research on “volitional effects of healers on a
bacterial system” while director of the Institute for
Frontier Sciences at Temple University in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. She reported the
results in a paper included in her book Life at the
Edge of Science. The experiments were performed
using the bacterium Salmonella typhimurium, a
very well studied organism. The chief subject in the
study was Olga Worrall, who had demonstrated pos-
itive abilities in other experiments. In one set of
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experiments, culture dishes of bacteria were treated
with antibiotics that inhibit the growth of the bacteria.
Worrall attempted to influence the bacteria in one
set of culture dishes to grow. Another set of cul-
ture dishes was kept aside as a control. Compared
to the control group, the group of culture dishes
mentally acted upon by Worrall all showed an
increase in growth. In another set of experiments,
bacteria were placed on slides in a solution of
phenol sufficient to immobilize but not kill them.
The slides of bacteria were then observed under a
microscope. In her book, Rubik stated:

Application of . . . phenol completely paralyzes the
bacteria within 1 to 2 minutes. Worrall's treatment
inhibited this effect . . . such that on the average up to
7% of the bacteria continued to swim after 12 min-
utes exposure to phenol compared to the control
groups which were completely paralyzed in all cases.®

Distance healing by prayer and other miraculous
cures provide another category of evidence for
paranormal modification of biological form. In a
study published in the Annals of Internal Medicine,
John A. Astin and his co-authors found that “a
growing body of evidence suggests an association
between religious involvement and spirituality and
positive health outcomes.”™ In support of their
conclusion, the Astin group cited over 50 credible
positive reports from a variety of scientific and
medical journals. Even more striking examples of
paranormal modification of biological form come
from the reports of the Medical Bureau at Lourdes.
Since the Nineteenth Century, the physicians of the
Medical Bureau have carefully documented a series
of miraculous cures, some involving the inexplicable
regeneration of damaged tissues and organs.
Psychiatrist lan Stevenson has conducted
extensive investigations into birthmarks that
appear to have some relationship with wounds a
person experienced in a past life. Persons who
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died of gunshot wounds in previous lives some-
times display on their present bodies birthmarks of
appropriate size at the positions of the entry and
exit wounds. This suggests that when such a per-
son’s soul and mind enter the present body, they
carry with them impressions that appropriately
modify the body’s biological form. Some medical
investigators have documented cases of “maternal
impressions.” These occur when a pregnant
woman is exposed to a striking event that causes
a strong emotional impression. Somehow the

Psychiatrist lan Stevenson has conducted extensive
investigations into birthmarks that appear to
have some relationship with wounds a person
experienced in a past life. Persons who died of
gunshot wounds in previous lives sometimes
display on their present bodies birthmarks of
appropriate size at the positions of the entry
and exit wounds.

psychological impression leaves its mark on the
embryo within her womb. For example, if a woman
sees someone with an injured foot and then con-
stantly remembers this, her child might be born
with a malformed foot. In 1890, W. C. Dabney
reviewed in Cyclopaedia of the Diseases of
Children 69 reports published between 1853 and
1886 documenting a close correspondence
between the mother's mental impression and the
physical deformation in her child.”

Yet another category of evidence consists of
reports by prominent scientists who have witnessed
mediums produce human limbs or complete
human bodies. A particularly striking case was
reported by Alfred Russel Wallace, who, accompa-
nied by others, saw a clergyman medium named
Monk produce a complete human form. In his auto-
biography, Wallace described the event, which
took place in an apartment in the Bloomsbury
district of London:

It was a bright summer afternoon, and everything
happened in the full light of day. After a little conver-
sation, Monk, who was dressed in the usual clerical
black, appeared to go into a trance; then stood up a
few feet in front of us, and after a little while pointed
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to his side, saying, “Look.” We saw there a faint white
patch on his coat on the left side. This grew brighter,
then seemed to flicker, and extend both upwards and
downwards, till very gradually it formed a cloudy pil-
lar extending from his shoulder to his feet and close
to his body. Then he shifted himself a little sideways,
the cloudy figure standing still, but appearing joined
to him by a cloudy band at the height at which it had
first begun to form. Then, after a few minutes more,
Monk again said “Look,” and passed his hand
through the connecting band, severing it. He and the
figure then moved away from each other till they were
about five or six feet apart. The figure had now
assumed the appearance of a thickly draped female
form, with arms and hands just visible. Monk looked
towards it and again said to us “Look,” and then
clapped his hands. On which the figure put out her
hands, clapped them as he had done, and we all
distinctly heard her clap following his, but fainter. The
figure then moved slowly back to him, grew fainter
and shorter, and was apparently absorbed into his
body as it had grown out of it.*®

A UNIVERSE BY DESIGN?

If the forms of humans and other living things are
the result of intelligent manipulation of matter,
this suggests that the universe itself may have
been designed for human life and other forms of
life. Modern cosmology provides evidence for this.
Scientists have discovered that numbers repre-
senting fundamental physical constants and
ratios of natural forces appear to be finely tuned
for life to exist in our universe. Astronomer Sir
Martin Rees considers six of these numbers to be
especially significant. In his book Just Six
Numbers, he says,

| have highlighted these six because each plays a
crucial and distinctive role in our universe, and
together they determine how the universe evolves
and what its internal potentialities are... These six
numbers constitute a “recipe” for a universe.
Moreover, the outcome is sensitive to their values:
if any one of them were to be “untuned,” there
would be no stars and no life."”

There are three main explanations for the appar-
ent fine-tuning of the physical constants and laws
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of nature: simple chance, many worlds and some
intelligent providential creator. Many cosmolo-
gists admit that the odds against the fine-tuning
are too extreme for a simple “one shot” chance to
be offered as a credible scientific explanation. To
avoid the conclusion of a providential designer,
they have posited the existence of a practically
unlimited number of universes, each with the
values of fundamental constants and laws of
nature adjusted in a different way. And we just
happen to live in the one universe with everything
adjusted correctly for the existence of human life.
But these other universes have only a theoretical
existence, and even if their existence could be
physically demonstrated, one would further have
to show that in these other universes the values
of the fundamental constants and laws of nature
are in fact different than those in our universe.
The Vedic cosmology also speaks of many uni-
verses, but all of them are designed for life.

NOT UP, BUT DOWN

The human devolution concept, tying together the
various lines of evidence mentioned above, sug-
gests that we do not evolve up from matter;
rather we devolve, or come down, from the level
of pure consciousness. Originally, we are pure
units of consciousness existing in harmonious
connection with the supreme conscious being.
When we give up our willing connection with that
supreme conscious being, we descend to regions
of the cosmos dominated by the subtle and gross
material energies, mind and matter. Forgetful of
our original position, we attempt to dominate and
enjoy the subtle and gross material energies. For
this purpose, we are provided with bodies made
of the subtle and gross material energies. These
bodies are vehicles for conscious selves. They are
designed for existence within the realms of the
subtle and gross material energies. Conscious
selves who are less forgetful of their original
natures receive bodies composed primarily of
the subtle material energy. Those who are more
forgetful receive bodies composed of both the
subtle and gross material energies, with the
gross material energies predominating.

The process by which a pure conscious self
becomes covered by the energies of mind and
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matter is what | call devolution. But it is a process
that can be reversed. There is a process of spiri-
tual re-evolution, by which consciousness can be
freed from its coverings and restored to its origi-
nal pure state. Every genuine religious tradition in
the world has some process of prayer, or medita-
tion, or yoga to help us accomplish this. And that
is the primary purpose of human life.
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John Anthony West

CONSIDER THE KALI YUGA

ACADEMICS ABHOR A MYSTERY the way nature
abhors a vacuum, yet in nature there are no vacu-
ums, while in academia there are many mysteries.
In no field of science or scholarship are there more
(or more glaring) mysteries than in Egyptology.
Yet, at the same time, there is no field in which
mysteries are more systematically denied.

Pick up a book, any book, written by a creden-
tialed Egyptologist and you will find nothing but
agreement—about everything but the most
insignificant details. In his gloriously mis-titled
volume The Complete Pyramids, Egyptologist
Mark Lehner does not bother to even mention the
controversies that have swirled (and continue to
swirl) about these extraordinary structures for two
centuries. Nothing; not a word. It's all been solved
by the experts: The pyramids were built as tombs
by powerful but deluded pharaohs desperately
trying to ensure their own immortality (wink, wink,
nod, nod). No matter that there is no evidence, not
a shred, that these pyramids—of Giza and
Dahshur—were ever used as tombs—and much
cogent argument strongly suggesting they were
not. The huge stones were hauled up ramps by
gangs of laborers and just wafted into place with
lapidary precision. No matter that engineers,
quarrymen and masons, people accustomed to
moving large blocks of stone around, insist it
could not be done in this fashion, while toolmakers
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and machinists study the precision and cannot
fathom how it could possibly have been achieved
with hand tools. The acknowledged mathematical
properties exhibited by the Great Pyramid are
mere accidents of design, etc., etc.

No doubts ruffle the calm, smooth surface of
Lake Consensus, that bottomless pool where the
Church of Progress’ (un)faithful go for solace,
baptism and to pledge undying allegiance to the
Great God Status Quo. (This act of ritual intellec-
tual servitude is called, in the quaint terminology
peculiar to their Church, “critical thinking” and
sometimes even “reason.”)

No matter that there is no evidence, not a shred,
that these pyramids — of Giza and Dahshur—
were ever used as tombs... and much cogent
argument strongly suggesting they were not.

Nevertheless, despite the near-total control
exercised by the Church of Progress over the
educational systems of the world (especially the
West), heresy abounds. A vast public simply refuses
to acknowledge the infallibility of “experts” and,
indeed, exults in their discomfiture when unwel-
come facts breach the walls of their fortified
ivory towers.
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The Churchmen fume about “ignorance and
superstition,” they try to get laws passed outlawing
what they don’t approve of (e.g., astrology, home-
opathy), organized debunkers pressure the media
to display to the public only that which carries a
Church imprimatur upon it. To no avail. While the
mainstream press remains largely obedient to
Church of Progress directives, television and
Hollywood are less docile. They are interested in
dollars, not dogma, and in their corporate amorality
they will not hesitate to present heretical material.
They don’t even care if it is both good and true. In
other words, as long as it brings in dollars and
ratings, academic disapproval goes unheeded.
The merely intellectual inquisition mounted by this
Church lacks the effective dissuasive powers of
the Church that preceded it—since it is no longer
considered politically correct to subject heretics to
physical torture. Churches are not what they used
to be. And torture is now illegal—sort of.

short of fuel. But the Giza Plateau has no monop-
oly on Egyptian mysteries and some of these,
unrecognized for what they are, have serious impli-
cations, not only for a better understanding of the
ancient world, but also for contemplating and
understanding the huge, slow processes of history
and our own present position within that process.
The founding, establishment and breathtaking
rise of dynastic Egypt (beginning around 3200 B.c.)
is one such mystery. In the space of just a few cen-
turies, Egypt (apparently) went from primitive
Neolithic beginnings to a complex, utterly assured
command of a spectrum of disciplines. In little more
than a blink of the historical eye Egypt somehow
developed a sophisticated hieroglyphic system, a
complex theology and cosmology, astronomy and
mathematics, advanced medicine and a total mas-
tery of architectural construction and artistic form.
Egyptologists sometimes find this mildly remark-
able, but by insisting that despite appearances to

But it is unarguably at its height very nearly at its beginning (a bit like

starting off automobile technology with the first horseless carriage,

proceeding in a couple of years to the 2005 Ferrari and then gradually

working backward to the Model T Ford).

The moral: People are less stupid than our arro-
gant academics assume. However, people are
also undiscriminating. Wildly speculative, even
loony work gets accepted as readily, indeed, much
more readily, than anything based upon rigorous
scholarship. Erich von Daniken is far more popular
than R. A. Schwaller de Lubicz (which is probably
unavoidable except in some ideal world going
through its Golden Age) and, of course, given the
goals of Hollywood and TV, it is always the ratings-
and-dollar producing mysteries/heresies/alterna-
tives that get the bulk of screen and air time.

Regarding Egypt, most of the heretical attention
is focused on the Pyramids of Giza and the
Sphinx—which is legitimate enough since the
establishment answers to virtually every question
raised about these structures are so manifestly
inadequate that the fires of controversy never run
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the contrary (and the careful work of a dozen
scholars categorically proving the contrary) Egypt
was “really” still a “primitive” society, devoid of
“real” science and “real” philosophy (and therefore
“real” civilization). The world would have to wait
for Greece for “real” civilization to begin. And
therefore, however remarkable, the flowering of
Egypt presents them with no mysteries and few
problems. Though this is an evasion of great mag-
nitude, it will not be my focus here.

If Egypt attained such unacknowledged heights
so early, what then accounts for the long decline?
Egyptologists have no problem responding to this
question, and the conventional explanation, while
not illogical, is unsatisfactory once you stop to
question it.

Plotted on a graph, Egypt’s history does not show
a long, steady, gradual descent (from the glories of
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the Pyramid Age to Ptolemaic moral and artistic
decadence and ultimately to the dissolution of
Egypt as a coherent entity under Roman domina-
tion). Rather the graph shows a series of waves,

malpractice. As long as Egypt is seen as a kind of
maghnificent (but primitive) dry run for Greece, lead-
ing eventually (by discrete but identifiable stages)
to our current state of technological expertise,

One complementary (and attractive) theory claims that the use and

abuse of black magic played a significant role. There can be no doubt

that magic was rife in Egypt (and actually still is).

with troughs more or less equal, and each peak
generally lower than the preceding peak—like
waves on a beach after a storm. But it is unar-
guably at its height very nearly at its beginning (a
bit like starting off automobile technology with the
first horseless carriage, proceeding in a couple of
years to the 2005 Ferrari and then gradually
working backward to the Model T Ford).

The descent is ascribed to a combination of fac-
tors: Years of famine and failed Nile floods may
have brought on the end of the Old Kingdom c.
2300 B.c. (An interesting alternative theory: It was
an asteroid or comet strike, some sort of major but
localized event that destroyed not just Egypt but
much of the Middle East along with it) Then,
Egypt's early military superiority was eventually
challenged and then defeated by the more warlike
(read “progressive and advanced”) civilizations of
Anatolia (modern Turkey) then later Mesopotamia
to the east and still later Greece to the north.
Concurrently, her internal centralized political, artis-
tic, moral and religious authority was eroding from
within. One complementary (and attractive) theory
claims that the use and abuse of black magic
played a significant role. There can be no doubt that
magic was rife in Egypt (and actually still is).

Civilizations come and go; we know that. Roman,
Holy Roman (about as holy as Lehner's Complete
Pyramids is complete), Mongol, Mogul, Dutch,
French, British—all have established themselves,
invariably by force, held sway briefly (by ancient
Egyptian standards), weakened and ultimately
fallen. So where is the alleged mystery?

It lies in recognizing the fallacy of the standard
scholarly assessment of Egyptian sophistication—
which is actually a deliberate exercise in academic
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there is no problem and no mystery. But as soon as
that assessment corresponds to reality then the
problems arise and the mystery surfaces.

Through the work of Schwaller de Lubicz, Giorgio
de Santillana and Herta von Dechend (Hamlet’s
Mill) and many other careful scholars over the past
50 years or so, it is now clear that not just ancient
Egypt, but ancient civilizations worldwide, were far
more sophisticated than the societies that fol-
lowed them. In other words, for a few thousand
years at least, what is called progress is actually
regress. Indeed, it is only the major advances in our
current cosmological and scientific understanding
that have allowed these scholars to recognize
that the ancients had this knowledge as well; and
that it is written into their mythology and symbol-
ism, their understanding of mathematics, their
astronomy/astrology and their religion.

Since Egypt’s Old Kingdom, up until very recently civ-
ilization has been going down, not up; simple as that.

We can follow that degenerative process physi-
cally in Egypt; it is written into the stones and it is
unmistakable. The same tale is told in the
mythologies and legends of virtually all other
societies and civilizations the world over.

This is the ultimate heresy to our Church of
Progress. Progress does not go in a straight line
from primitive ancestors to smart old Us with our
bobblehead dolls and weapons of mass destruc-
tion, our traffic jams and our polluted seas, skies
and lands. There is another, and far more realistic
way to view history. Plato talked about a cycle of
Ages: the Golden, Silver, Bronze and Iron (or Dark)
Ages; a cycle, a wave form—not a straight line. A
similar understanding is reflected by virtually all
other ancient accounts.
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The best-known and by far the most elaborately
developed of these systems is the Hindu, with its
Yuga Cycle, which corresponds to the Platonic idea
of four definable Ages (the Hindu Kali Yuga—our cur-
rent Age—corresponds to Plato’s Iron, or Dark Age).
The problem with the Hindu version, however, is the
time frame traditionally applied to the separate ages:
hundreds of thousands, or even millions, of years.

No matter how wrong archaeologists may be in
their chronologies or their interpretations of the
ancients, it is hard to imagine that they can be that
wrong! Yet not long ago, a little-known work on the
Yuga Cycle came my way that fits the four stage
cycle within the more manageable 20-odd thou-
sand year cycle of the precession of the equinoxes.
There can be no doubt that the ancients were fully
aware of the phenomenon of precession, and that
they regarded it as a matter of commanding impor-
tance, but it is difficult to see why. | now believe
that integrating the Yuga cycle with precession
may hold the key to understanding just why the
ancients considered it so important, and also, just
possibly, to figuring out with some accuracy just
where we stand within that cycle.

OF MYTH AND MEANING

Microsoft Word'’s in-PC thesaurus lists two meanings
or synonyms for “myth”: Legend and Falsehood.
Interestingly, the synonyms for “legend” do not
include “falsehood,” while the synonyms for “false-
hood” do not include “legend.” Nevertheless, in
common usage, both definitions are used, often
indiscriminately, and in some cases both actually
apply. Utterances made by George W. Bush, for
example, achieve legendary status instantly, and in
most cases they are also falsehoods. But in dealing
with the myths of the ancients, it is wise to exercise
caution before summarily equating a legend with a
falsehood, no matter that it generally does not cor-
respond to our modern manner of communicating
fact. The ancients, obviously, did not think of their
legends as falsehoods. That negative meaning is a
contemporary judgment, promulgated by Victorian
proto-anthropologists of the Nineteenth Century and
turned into dogma by Church of Progress devotees
in the Twentieth. (James Frazier's exhaustive Golden
Bough was probably the most influential single work
of the genre.)
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Though still prevalent, especially in academia,
that Victorian assessment has been under attack
almost since its beginning. It is now becoming
clear that these strange, seemingly haphazard
and irrational ancient tales contain within them
forgotten history and profound psychology, but
also, amazingly, astronomy, cosmology, physics,
genetics and an understanding of the workings of
the universe so advanced and comprehensive
that it is only the most recent advances in our own
sciences that allow us to begin to understand

It is now becoming clear that these strange,
seemingly haphazard and irrational ancient
tales contain within them forgotten history
and profound psychology, but also,
amazingly, astronomy, cosmology, physics,
genetics and an understanding of the
workings of the universe...

what knowledge was available in the very distant
past—at a time when, according to our “experts,”
there was no civilization to speak of at all.

In short, it is time for a total re-evaluation of the
knowledge of the ancients. Not only did they know
more than we thought they knew; it is also very
possible they had knowledge we do not yet have,
and that might be extremely useful, even crucial
for us to acquire.

An Egyptian myth may be one place to start
looking.

INTRODUCING SEKHMET

In ancient Egyptian mythology, Sekhmet, the
goddess portrayed as a woman with the head of
a lioness, is associated with vengeance, warfare
and also, curiously enough, with healing; but
healing by fire, or purgation. Esoterically, she
represents the female aspect of the fire (initiat-
ing) principle. Ptah (architect of heaven and
earth) creates the universe with “words” fur-
nished by Djehuti (cosmic wisdom) but it is
Sekhmet, Ptah’s female consort, who actually
gets the work done. Her name “Sekhem” means
“power”; the addition of the feminine suffix, “t”
makes it “feminine power.”
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In one well-known myth, Re, the sun (creative
principle) is old and tired; fractious, disobedient
mankind no longer pays him homage. So Sekhmet
is dispatched by the gods to punish humanity and

By day she massacres; by night she returns to
gorge herself on the blood-covered fields — until a
point is reached when it becomes clear that
unless checked, she will soon destroy mankind
altogether, and she is not distinguishing between
those few still obedient to the gods and the
scornful and skeptical majority.

bring it back into line. She proceeds to carry out
this task with the gleeful fury proper to her lioness
nature. By day she massacres; by night she returns
to gorge herself on the blood-covered fields—until a
point is reached when it becomes clear that unless
checked, she will soon destroy mankind altogether,
and she is not distinguishing between those few
still obedient to the gods and the scornful and
skeptical majority. (This attitude will show up peri-
odically throughout subsequent history, most
memorably perhaps at the Siege of Bezier, during
the Albigensian Crusades, when the general in
charge of the siege, and about to storm the walls,
asked the Papal Legate, Arnald-Amalric, Abbot of
Citeaux, how he was to distinguish between the
true believers in the town so that they might be
spared, and the targeted heretics who, needless to
say, deserved to die. The Abbot is reputed to have
said: “Kill them all. God will recognize his own.”)
In any event, in the Egyptian myth, the gods
prove more merciful. For reasons difficult to ascer-
tain, they decide mankind has been punished
enough and something has to be done to stop
Sekhmet before she annihilates the race entirely. A
trick is played upon Sekhmet, instigated by the
wise Djehuti. While Sekhmet sleeps, the blood cov-
ering the fields is replaced by wine. And when
Sekhmet wakes and visits the fields to gorge her-
self as is her wont, the wine has its intended
effect. Sekhmet falls into a drunken stupor, goes to
sleep, and wakes up transformed into the benefi-
cent Hathor, provider of cosmic nourishment and
associated with sexuality, song, dance and the
cycles of time. There the Egyptian story stops, but
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extrapolating, it is probably safe to suppose that
the mythmakers assume that at this point, with
Sekhmet pacified, mankind regroups and pro-
ceeds along its not-so-merry way.

CONSIDER THE KALI YUGA

In the first part of this article, | left off with a brief
discussion of the Vedic/Hindu doctrine of the Yugas,
the idea that history follows a cycle, corresponding
to the Platonic doctrine of Aeons or ages (Golden,
Silver, Bronze and Iron, or “Dark” Ages). Most Hindu
accounts assign improbably long time periods to
each of these ages, but one relatively modern
thinker, Sri Yukteswar, the guru of the influential
Twentieth Century yogi, Paramahansa Yogananda,
wrote that originally, the Yuga cycle was supposed to
correspond to a precessional cycle (Yukteswar allots
approximately 24,000 years to this cycle, modern
astronomy puts it close to 26,000 years but variable
within narrow limits, Plato gives a precise numero-
logically interesting canonical number of 25,920
years—six times six times six times 12). Moreover,
in the standard accounts, the Kali Yuga (or Dark
Age) is followed immediately by a new Golden Age.
This does not make sense; the end of winter is not
followed immediately by summer.

Now in Hindu mythology, Kali the Destroyer is
equivalent to the Egyptian Sekhmet, and it may be
that the Sekhmet myth has legjtimate astronomi-
cal/astrological significance.

An aging or dying god is a feature of many
ancient myths and legends and it is the mythic way
of signaling the end of an astronomical cycle of
some sort (cf. Hamlet’s Mill). Unfortunately, our
standard view of history is not only very wrong, it is
also very short. We have a good idea of the
Piscean Age of the last 2,000 years, a much less
comprehensive picture of the Arian Age preceding
it (c. 2000-0 B.c.), but in the Taurean Age (4000-
2000 B.c.), except for Egypt, we enter a realm of
myth and legend with relatively little factual
material to base sound interpretations upon. The
further back we go, the mistier it gets.

The English writer Samuel Butler once remarked
that “Analogy may be misleading but it is the least
misleading thing we have.”

So, to appreciate our own position within the
grand Yuga cycle, analogy may help.
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We are familiar with the cycle of night and day.
But imagine a sentient creature that lives for just a
minute. If that minute falls at midnight, then our
Minute Man can have absolutely no idea of what
that minute of life might be like at high noon, espe-
cially if it’s raining.

Now move up a step in the cyclical hierarchy to
the seasons, and imagine a sentient creature that
lives for just a day. If that day falls in February and
it's still raining (both Minute Man and Day Man live
in Wales) then he can have no idea of what a day
would be like in mid-June—unless, of course, leg-
ends and myths have somehow survived the course
of the year, in which case they would be so inconsis-
tent with their own life experience that they might
well dismiss them as falsehoods, i.e. myths.

Now move up to ourselves, within the preces-
sional cycle. Allowing an ideal 100 year life span, if
that 100 years corresponds to a rainy midnight
minute or equally rainy February day in Wales then
we can have no experiential possibility of under-
standing what a sunny 100 years in June in Cosmic
California might be like, much less that life might
actually be much prolonged under such circum-
stances—as so many myths and legends assert.
There can be no doubt that the ancients under-
stood precession, and equally no doubt that they
considered it of paramount importance. And
maybe that is why—because it enabled them (at
least in principle) to live in harmony with the dic-
tates of their era, or so the legends say.

So if there is validity to the concept of the Yuga
cycle, just where would we stand? Not in June in
Cosmic California, that is for sure! Scan the front
page of any daily newspaper in the world and it
looks like mid-January: war, terrorism, murder,
rape, robbery, scams, famine and disease—chaos
everywhere. The greatest military and economic
power in recorded history has as its leader an
inarticulate, illiterate dunce, himself under the
control of a tribe of corporate cannibals. The
entire planet is threatened by a gamut of poten-
tially terminal environmental, ecological, medical
and military disasters. The institutionalized reli-
gions of both East and West (at their best but
stunted, pale offshoots of much more robust and
earlier root stocks) are degraded and degenerate.
Education everywhere is controlled by the priest-
hood of the Church of Progress, forcibly proselytizing
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its psychotic and spurious doctrine of meaning-
lessness, accident and despair.

A good case could be made that it's mid-Kali
Yuga, and Sekhmet has again been summoned
and is already exercising her bloody trade. But this
could be a misperception. Certainly a cosmic bliz-
zard is blowing, of that there can be no doubt, yet
maybe it's March in the cycle—and even though it
doesn’t look that way, spring is on the way. Under
the snow, the seeds of spring are germinating. The
substantial minority of us who aren’t trapped in
hopeless third world conditions know that at the
very least we’re not back in the post-Roman Dark
Ages—which were pretty dark everywhere around
the planet as far as we can determine.

OPPOSITION TO THE CHURCH OF
PROGRESS MOUNTS: A POSITIVE SIGN

There is one potentially major positive sign that
goes generally unrecognized. The past three cen-
turies have seen a prodigious flowering of creative
energy, most of it undeniably dedicated to destruc-
tion and frivolity (even the most nauseating TV
commercial is the result of an extraordinary expen-
diture of creative and technical expertise).

While imbeciles insist upon calling this progress,
in its standard manifestation it is little more than
shiny barbarism.

Maybe, just maybe, Sekhmet is just growling and
flexing her claws and despite all appearances to
contrary, there is still some wiggle room.

Even so, that standard is not necessarily a fait
accompli, an unalterable condition. The outpouring
of creative energy is a fact. In itself it is neutral in
principle. Directed consciously and constructively,
things could change, everywhere—and in a hurry.
When ideas change, everything changes. Of
course, getting the ideas to change is another mat-
ter altogether. Nevertheless, it could happen. Even
before it’s too late. If only...

Maybe, just maybe, Sekhmet is just growling and
flexing her claws, and despite all appearances to
contrary, there is still some wiggle room.

It's a thought.
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N. S. Rajaram

OCEAN ORIGINS OF

INDIAN CIVILIZATION

SUMMARY

The contradictions between existing theories
about ancient Indian (and world) history and the
data they claim to interpret are so wide-ranging,
that they call for a fundamental re-examination of
assumptions and methods. The main point of the
present essay is that the entire enterprise of his-
torical writing is flawed, and nothing less than a
radical recasting is called for. This should begin
with an alternative formulation based on primary
sources from the natural sciences, archaeology
and ancient literature.

The contradictions between existing theories
about ancient Indian (and world) history and the
data they claim to interpret are so wide-ranging,
that they call for a fundamental re-examination
of assumptions and methods.

Further, the present essay recognizes that mar-
itime imagery is never far away from ancient works
like the Vedas and the Puranas. It notes also some
recent findings in natural history and genetics,
which suggest that any study of the origins of the
Vedic civilization needs to take into account the
far-reaching ecological impact of the end of the
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last ice age and its brief return during the Younger
Dryas. The various linguistic theories that seek to
place the Vedic origins in Eurasia or Europe run
into too many contradictions and use too short a
time horizon to account for the momentous ecolog-
ical changes recorded both in the natural and in
the man-made environment.

INTRODUCTION: BACK TO NATURE

Going back for untold millennia, India and East
and Southeast Asia have been bound by ties of
geography, climate and ecology. This is reflected in
the natural history as well as in the human imprint
in the region. The former include ecology, climate,
flora and fauna; the latter is reflected in the
region’s history, culture and religious beliefs.
Chinese, Malays, Thais, Indonesians and every
other people, with the possible exception of the
people of the Philippines whose native traditions
suffered severe disruption under the centuries-
long rule of Catholic Spain, have left abundant
records that attest to this closeness.

These millennia-long ties were interrupted dur-
ing the three centuries of European colonialism
in the region. It led to the imposition on the region
of a version of history and culture divorced from
its natural environment and human activities. In
the case of India this resulted in a rewriting of her
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history and culture, with the colonial rulers postu-
lating sources and origins in the west and the
northwest, closer to their own. As part of this colo-
nial reorientation, beginning at the end of the

creation, largely the result of historical accident,
has come to acquire a life of its own. Being a theory
that is based on no evidence, it is impossible to
refute it; its advocates offer no new evidence, but

The main result of this has been a turning away from the natural and human

links that bind the region’s past, and the creation of a historical and

anthropological milieu made up of theories rooted in Eurasia and Europe.

Eighteenth Century and continuing to the present,
historical theories have sought a Eurasian and
even European source for the origin and growth of
ancient civilization in India, especially the Vedic
language and literature.

The main result of this has been a turning away
from the natural and human links that bind the
region’s past, and the creation of a historical and
anthropological milieu made up of theories rooted
in Eurasia and Europe. Inevitably, these have given
rise to contradictions between theory-based conclu-
sions and hard evidence, that only now, more than
50 years after India gained independence, are
beginning to receive notice. The contradictions are
not confined to details of interpretation, but as we
shall soon see, pervade every aspect of literature,
archaeology and even the natural environment.

These contradictions between theories and data
suggest that the methodology used by scholars for
the better part of two centuries must have been
seriously flawed. Before we look at the contradic-
tions and suggest an alternative approach, it is
useful to take a brief look at the version of history
and historiography—an offshoot of India’s recent
colonial past—that has given rise to them.

BACKGROUND: A NON-EXISTENT
PROBLEM

The specter of the famous “Aryan Invasion
Theory” (AIT) haunts any discussion of ancient
South Asian (and Eurasian) history. It is regrettable,
but also inescapable, that any re-examination of
ancient history must begin with a critical examina-
tion of the background to the theory, which has no
facts of any kind to support it. What was a political
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simply reiterate their claims. In such a situation, it
is best to look simply at the facts.

Those unfamiliar with the so-called “Aryan prob-
lem,” especially as it relates to ancient India, can
be assured that they have little to lose by their
ignorance. Here are the bare essentials. A school
of linguists and some historians, mainly in the
Nineteenth Century, but still with some adherents,
asserted that the Indian civilization, deriving from
the Vedic literature, of which the Rigveda is the
most important, owes its existence to a race of
Eurasian invaders known as the Aryans. These
nomads, whose arrival from the northwest was
dated to 1500 B.c.E., were supposed to have
imposed their language and culture on the natives
who they defeated and dominated. This, in
essence, is the Aryan Invasion Theory, though it
has as many turns and twists as there are academ-
ics that have a stake in its survival.!

Since many history books and encyclopedias
that mention this theory as fact cite the Vedic liter-
ature and language as support, it is worth placing
things in perspective by looking at the primary
records, unencumbered by later encrustations.
What we then see is that the so-called Aryan prob-
lem is an artifact of shoddy scholarship.

In the whole of the Rigveda, consisting of ten
books with more than 1,000 hymns, the word
“Arya” appears fewer than 40 times. It may occur
as many times in a single page of a modern
European work like, for example, in Hitler's Mein
Kampf. As a result, any modern book or even a dis-
cussion on the “Aryan problem” is likely to be a
commentary on the voluminous Nineteenth and
Twentieth Century European literature on the
Aryans having little or no relevance to ancient
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India. This is simply a matter of sources: Not only
the Rigveda, but also the whole body of ancient lit-
erature that followed it have precious little to say
about Aryans and Aryanism. It was simply an
honorific, which the ancient Sanskrit lexicon
known as the Amarakosha identifies as one of the
synonyms for honorable or decent conduct. There
is no reference to any “Aryan” type.

A remarkable aspect of this vast “Aryanology” is
that after two hundred years and at least as many
books on the subject, scholars are still not clear
about the Aryan identity. At first they were sup-
posed to be a race distinguished by some physical
traits, but ancient texts know nothing of it.
Scientists too have no use for the “Aryan race.” As
far back as 1939, Julian Huxley, one of the great
biologists of the Twentieth Century, dismissed it as
part of “political and propagandist” literature.
Recently, there have been attempts to revive racial
arguments in the name of genome research, but
eminent geneticists like L. Cavalli-Sforza and
Stephen Oppenheimer have rejected it. The M17
genetic marker, which is supposed to distinguish
the “Caucasian” type (politically correct for Aryan),
occurs with the highest frequency and diversity in
India, showing that among its carriers the Indian
population is the oldest. (This has ramifications for
the exodus of modern humans from Africa and their
eventual spread worldwide, more of which later.)

All this means that the “Aryan problem” is
a non-problem — little more than an aberration
of historiography. It has been kept alive by
a school of historians with careers and
reputations at stake.

Itis a similar situation with the Aryans as a linguis-
tic group, which is what some scholars, sensitive to
the disrepute that race theories have fallen into are
proposing. The vast body of Indian literature on lin-
guistics, the richest in the world going back at least
to Yaska and Panini, knows nothing of any Aryan
language. The German-born Friedrich Max Mdller
made his celebrated switch from Aryan race to
Aryan language only to save his career in England
following German unification, when the British
began to see Germany as a major threat. The “Aryan
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nation” was the battle cry of German nationalists. It
was German nationalists, not ancient Indians who
were obsessed with their Aryan ancestry.

What matters is the record of the people
who lived in India and created her unique
civilizations, not what labels they were
given by scholars thousands of years later.

All this means that the “Aryan problem” is a
non-problem—little more than an aberration of
historiography. It has been kept alive by a school
of historians with careers and reputations at stake.
According to its advocates, the Vedic language and
literature are of non-Indian origin. In the words of
Romila Thapar, a prominent advocate of the non-
indigenous origin theory:> “The evidence for the
importation of the earliest form of the language
[Vedic] can hardly be denied.” In other words,
Aryans are needed because without them there
can be no Aryan invasion (or migration). The inva-
sion is the tail that wags the Aryan dog.

What is attempted here is to look at the natural
history and the human response in India and their
relationship to the regions surrounding, without
resort to labels or stereotypes. This will allow us to
get away from the intellectual quagmire of the past
two centuries and begin examining the sources
afresh. What matters is the record of the people
who lived in India and created her unique civiliza-
tions, not what labels they were given by scholars
thousands of years later.

HISTORIOGRAPHY: MISMATCHES

In the light of this near pathological situation, it is
not surprising that the historical picture based on
the Aryan Invasion Theories (AIT) should be riddled
with contradictions. Here are some of the more
glaring ones:

1. History books speak of an “Aryan invasion”
from Eurasia or even Europe, but there is no
archaeological record of any invasion and/or mas-
sive migration from Eurasia in the Vedic period. If
anything we find traces of movements in the oppo-
site direction—to West Asia and even Europe.
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2. The geography described in the Rigveda,
including river systems, corresponds to North India
in the Fourth Millennium B.C.E. and earlier, and not
Europe or Eurasia.

3. The flora and fauna described in the Vedic
literature, especially those found in the sacred
symbols, are tropical and subtropical varieties and
not from the temperate climate or the steppes.

4. The climate described in the ancient litera-
ture and the religious practices they gave rise to
(like the caturmasya) correspond to what is found
in North India.

This kind of mismatch between theory and evi-
dence is not limited to the natural environment.
In quantitative terms also, there is a huge time
gap—exceeding 1,000 years—between the dates
assigned to significant features and what we
actually find. These include:

1. Indian writing is supposed to be based on bor-
rowings from the Phoenicians or derived from
Aramaic, but the Indus (Harappan) writing is more
than a thousand years older than the oldest
Phoenician examples known.

2. Naturalistic art with realistic depictions is
supposed to have evolved in India under Greek
influence, but we find superb realistic depictions in
Harappan remains in the Third Millennium B.cC. To
paraphrase John Marshall: “The Indus artist antici-
pated the Greek artist by more than 2,000 years.”®

3. Indian astronomy was supposedly borrowed
from the Greeks, but the Vedanga Jyotisha cannot
be dated later than the Fourteenth Century B.C.E.
The title itself, Vedanga, indicates it is later than
the Vedas, so the astronomical references in the
Vedas must be older still. In addition, Harappan
archaeology of the Third Millennium B.C.E. belongs
astronomically to the “Krittika period” (vernal
equinox in Krittika or the Pleiades in Taurus). This
finds mention in the later Vedic literature. It places
the Harappan civilization later than the Rigveda
and not before as claimed by historians.*

4. Migrations: The major migration or invasion—the
famous or infamous Aryan invasion—is supposed to
have taken place after 2000 B.C., but the available
genetic evidence shows that the people of India have
lived where they are for well over 50,000 years.
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The last point is worth a comment. While historians
have been trying to link the Indian people (and the
flora and fauna) to sources in the Eurasian
steppes and even Europe, recent biological studies
show that their links to monsoon Asia are much
closer and also older. This is hardly surprising
considering that India and Southeast Asia consti-
tute a single ecological and climatic zone. Through
much of the last ice age, 12,000 years ago and
earlier, sea level was 120 meters (400 feet) lower
than today, and passage throughout the region
was much easier.

This is demonstrably false: Horses have existed
in India for more than a million years.

One of the more glaring manifestations of these
contradictions is the oft-repeated claim that hors-
es were unknown in India until they were brought
by the invading Aryans. (This is generally stated as:
“No horse at Harappa,” meaning that Harappan or
Indus Valley archaeology dating to the Third
Millennium B.C.E. has revealed no horse remains.)
This is demonstrably false: Horses have existed in
India for more than a million years. Biologically,
also, the 17-ribbed Indian horse (described in the
Rigveda) is closer to the prehistoric Equus
Sivalensis (“Siwalik Horse”) found in the
Himalayan foothills than the biologically distinct
18-ribbed Central Asiatic variety. In addition,
archaeologists going back to John Marshall have
recorded horse remains at Harappan sites.
(Marshall gives measurements of what he calls
the “Mohenjo-Daro horse.”)

HUMAN HISTORY AS PART OF
NATURAL HISTORY

Itis clear that ancient history is in need of a serious
re-examination—both its chronology and interpreta-
tion of the sources that define the region. Three
fundamental tasks suggest themselves: establish-
ing independent chronological markers that connect
literary accounts and datable physical features,
determining the identity of the people of India on
scientific grounds (independent of historical and/or
linguistic theories); and accounting for the impact
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of environmental and ecological changes in the
past 10,000 years and more, and the human
imprint that those changes have left.

The present essay will have little to say on the
chronological question or archaeology, focusing on
recent findings relating to the natural environment

land-locked steppes, but of a people intimately
familiar with the sea and seafaring. A few exam-
ples, including the famous creation hymn from the
Rigveda, should suffice to show that the Vedic
poets saw the world, even the creation itself, in
oceanic terms. In David Frawley’s translation:

Upon examining the Rigveda, one is struck by its pervasive oceanic imagery.

It is not the poetry of a people from the land-locked steppes but of a people

intimately familiar with the sea and seafaring.

and the human events, especially the transition to
the Vedic Age. In particular, it will emphasize the
important role played by the fitful ending of the last
ice age as well as its successor known as the
Younger Dryas. This cataclysmic change in climate
and environment resulted in rising sea levels lead-
ing to the submersion of coastal settlements, which
in turn led to the landward expansion made possi-
ble by the release of the glacier-fed rivers that have
nourished North India for well nigh 10,000 years.

The main point of the present article is the fol-
lowing: The origins of Indian civilization are to be
found not in the Eurasian steppes 4-5,000 years
ago but in the maritime centers that dotted the
coasts significantly more than 10,000 years ago.
The Vedic civilization—its language, literature and
culture—was probably one of several that evolved
in the region. It coexisted and interacted with
other cultures. These were the ones affected
most by the cataclysmic changes that accompa-
nied the ending of the ice age and its brief return
(known as the Younger Dryas), followed by its final
retreat. Taking note of this, history is best viewed
as the record of the human response to the envi-
ronment: In other words, human history is an
extension of natural history.

RIGVEDA POINTS TO MARITIME SOURCES

Indian literature leaves little doubt that its poets
looked to the oceans as their original home, and
not to the Eurasian steppes. Upon examining the
Rigveda, one is struck by its pervasive oceanic
imagery. It is not the poetry of a people from the
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In the beginning, there was darkness hidden in
darkness,

all this universe was an unillumined sea.

The Gods stood together in the sea. Then as dancers
they generated a swirl of dust.

When, like ascetics, the Gods overflowed the world,
then from hidden in the ocean they brought forth
the Sun.

The creative Sun upheld the Earth with lines of force.
He strengthened the Heaven where there was no
support.

As a powerful horse he drew out the atmosphere.

He bound fast the ocean in the boundless realm.
Thence came the world and the upper regjon,
thence Heaven and Earth were extended.

These are not isolated passages, but selections
from more than a hundred references found in the
Rigveda. Here is another example showing the
maritime knowledge of the Rigvedic poets
(author’s translation):

He who knows the path of the birds flying in the sky,
He knows the course of the ocean-going ships.

In David Frawley’s words:

Woven into the entire fabric of the Vedas, from begin-
ning to end, is an oceanic symbolism. The Rigveda is
a product of a maritime culture that undertook travel,
trade and colonization by sea. The ocean was known
in the earliest period. If the Vedic people did migrate
into India, it is likely that at least some of them came
by sea or from a land that bordered on the ocean.®
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As we shall see later, the Puranas, the other great
body of literature from ancient India, also carries
oceanic symbolism, though of a different kind.
What is remarkable in all this is that while some
scholars have tried to impose Eurasian origins to
ancient Indian civilization, their primary literature—
both the Vedas and the Puranas—look to the
oceans. This brings us back to the original thesis:
To understand the origins it is necessary to reorient
our thinking, recognizing the natural environment
in which Indian civilization evolved. We shall next
review some facts of natural history that shed light
on the pervasive maritime symbolism in the Vedic
(and Puranic) literature.

“YOUNGER DRYAS” AS THE TRANSITION
FROM PROTO-VEDIC TO VEDIC*

One may begin by noting that it is futile to seek the
identity of the Vedic people—steeped in maritime
thought—in land-locked regions of Europe or
Eurasia. Science suggests that their origins going
back at least 50,000 years lie in the coastal
regions of India. Significantly, this is what Indian
literature also says—attributing the oldest sources
to regions devastated by floods. When we examine
accounts in the form of myths and legends found
in ancient literature, science and the primary liter-
ature are in agreement, though they may not
agree with some currently held theories.

to the interior at the end of the last ice age, over
12,000 years ago.

This is a vast subject that is still not fully
understood, especially with regard to its impact on
history and the rise of civilization (which historians
continue to place in the river valleys). But a brief
examination of the cataclysmic changes towards
the end of the last ice age helps shed light on the
pervasive oceanic imagery and the flood myths.
We begin by noting that the world now is in what
geologists call an interglacial period—or a warm
period between two ice ages. The end of the last
ice age was due to rise in global temperatures,
especially of the oceans.

When we look at the ecological picture, what we
find is that until the end of the ice age, i.e., during
the glaciated period (12,000 years ago and earli-
er), the Indian interior, except possibly for some
pockets in the peninsula, was cold and arid. The
great Himalayan rivers that have watered the
northern plains during the historical and proto-his-
torical periods did not exist or were insignificant
seasonal flows. Rainfall was also scanty, again
except in some pockets, and in the coastal regions.
This means that the regions that could support
significant population centers were coastal—mainly
the east and west coast of peninsular India.

Tropical regions close to the ocean like Sri Lanka
and Indonesia could support significant popula-
tions, while the arid interior could not. Sea levels

First, it flooded the coastal regions, submerging vast tracts of the best habitable

lands. Next, the resulting melting of the Himalayan glaciers gave rise to the

great rivers that have made the northern plains of India some of the best

habitable and the most densely populated regions in the world.

Two recent, seemingly unrelated developments
hold the promise to shed light on this aspect of
ancient Indian literature and reconcile it with the
technical evidence from natural history. The first
relates to recent studies on the spread of modern
humans from their original home in Africa; the
second accounts for the spread of populations
from the coastal regions of India during the ice age
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were much lower than they are today (by nearly
400 feet), and communication between these pop-
ulation centers was easier than it would be when
the ice caps melted. It is not therefore surprising
that human ancestors from East Africa 50,000 to
100,000 years ago settled along the coast as
geneticists have found. Geneticist L. Cavalli-Sforza
notes: “...the primal mtDNA and Y-chromosome
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founders suggest that these southern Asian
Pleistocene coastal settlers from Africa would have
provided the inocula for the subsequent differenti-
ation of the distinctive eastern and western
Eurasian gene pools.” This fact, discussed later,
acquires new meaning when examined against
this ecological background.

The situation changed when the ice age ended.
It brought about two major changes. First, it
flooded the coastal regions, submerging vast
tracts of the best habitable lands. Next, the
resulting melting of the Himalayan glaciers gave
rise to the great rivers that have made the northern
plains of India some of the best habitable and the
most densely populated regions in the world.
(There seems to have been increased rainfall also,
which does not concern us here.)

Many scholars have read references to the end of
the ice age in the Vedic literature, especially in the
Indra-Vritra legend that speaks of the solar god
Indra killing the demon Vritra (the coverer). This
legend holds that a dragon or a serpent was
holding back the waters by “covering” the river
passages. It is the most persistent legend in the
Rigveda and one of its main themes. This has been
read as the sun melting the ice caps and ending the
ice age. It is our view that it refers to the ending of
the Younger Dryas (or lesser Dryas), which was a
brief return of the ice age. The Younger Dryas held
the planet in its grip until the earth warmed again
and finally settled into its most recent interglacial
period—the one in which we now live.

To find records of the ending of the ice age and
the flooding of the coastal regions, we need to look
at the other great body of ancient Indian literature
known as the Puranas, or ancient chronicles. They
represent the ancient Indian historical tradition.
They contain names and events of many ancient
kingdoms and rulers but also much interesting
information about floods and the dispersal of
people from coastal regions. They seem to pre-
serve primordial memory of the cataclysmic
events of the ending of the ice age, especially the
ocean floods. So, where the Rigveda records the
ending of the Younger Dryas, the Puranas seem to
preserve the earlier cataclysm—the end of the ice
age and its aftermath.

In this scenario, when the ice age ended, the
coastal lands were flooded. The Puranas record it
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in the form of flood myths. But freezing cold
returned as the Younger Dryas and plunged North
India into a mini-ice age lasting a little over 1,000
years. This too ended with the final warming, and
India was finally free of the dreaded cold and ice.
It is this second (and final) retreat of the ice age
that Rigveda records as the Indra-Vritra myth—of
the solar god Indra killing the “coverer” Vritra who
holds the waters back. Indra became the supreme
god who made it possible for the repeated slaying
of Vritra the Coverer, who periodically tried to
extend his icy grip on the life-giving waters.

They contain names and events of many ancient
kingdoms and rulers but also much interesting
information about floods and the dispersal of
people from coastal regions. They seem to
preserve primordial memory of the cataclysmic
events of the ending of the ice age, especially
the ocean floods.

We just noted that the Puranas refer to the flood-
ing oceans. These are described in the form of
dashavataras or the ten avataras (incarnations)
of God Vishnu. The early avataras—matsya (fish),
kurma (tortoise), varaha (boar)—carry clear mar-
itime symbolism. All speak of saving the world
from the flooding waters, and more particularly of
saving some cherished knowledge (Veda) or value
(amrita or immortality). Even the Vamana avatara,
which describes the ousting of the great maritime
ruler (Chakravarti) Bali by a youthful sage can be
read as representing a transition from maritime
to landward expansion, guided by the rishis pos-
sessed of special knowledge.

According to the Puranas, this coastal, ice age
civilization lasted for a very long time until it fell vic-
tim to the flooding ocean. According to the
Puranas, as well as later South Indian legends,
they were the source of great knowledge (Veda)
and literature. (Some underwater discoveries off
the coast of India, which seem to go back to before
7000 B.C.E., may eventually help shed more light
on it, but they are as yet too preliminary.) The
avataras record the efforts by the victims of the
floods to save their precious heritage from destruc-
tion. This is what the sages carried with them when
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Date Natural Event Plausible Literary Account

17,000 B.C.E. Late ice age. Coastal civilizations.

15,000 B.C.E. | Warming begins; unstable coastline. Coastal civilizations under stress.

13,000 B.C.E. Ice age ending; flooding begins of Puranic accounts of flooding and the “saving”
coastal regions. of the Vedas.

11,000 B.C.E. Younger Dryas; freeze returns. Proto-Vedic civilization under threat from

freezing-"Vritra,” the coverer.

10,000 B.C.E. Farming spreads in Southeast Asia and | “Vritra,” the ice cover, still threatens the north.
the Indian interior.

9600 B.C.E. Renewed warming. Ice sheets finally “Vritra” the coverer slain by the solar god
retreat. Great North Indian rivers (glacier | Indra. Vedic civilization begins in earnest.
fed) begin to flow. Monsoon stronger.

Table correlating natural and literary accounts. Source (for natural events only): The Long Summer: How Climate Changed Civilization by Brian Fagan.

the population moved to the interior. This is what
seeded the Vedic civilization that blossomed in
river alleys of the Sarasvati, Indus and the Ganges.

We suggest that the primordial portions of the
Puranas suggest this ice age proto-Vedic civilization
as the source that seeded the Vedic civilization
that flourished in the Vedic heartland. In this
scenario, the Rigvedic Indra-Vritra legend refers
not to the ending of the ice age but the ending of
the Younger Dryas, which was a short-lived return

We suggest that the primordial portions of
the Puranas suggest this ice age proto-Vedic
civilization as the source that seeded the
Vedic civilization that flourished in the Vedic
heartland.

of the ice age, while the Puranas record the
flooding of the coastal lands and the spreading of
populations into the interior.

Viewed in this light, the primordial sections of
the Puranas record the period before the Younger
Dryas, when India was in the throes of the cata-
clysms caused by the ending of the ice age. The
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beginnings of the Rigveda, its compilation in the
Sarasvati River heartland in the north, followed the
ending of the Younger Dryas, which was a period of
setback to the transition from a coastal to a land-
based civilization. That means the Younger Dryas
was the period of transition from what we may call
the proto-Vedic to the Vedic.

This evolution is summarized in the following table,
relating natural events to historical possibilities. It
will be noted that the scientifically-determined
time scales are significantly longer than those
postulated by historians. We cannot ignore natural
history; our historical theories should not contra-
dict the story that nature has to tell us.

HUMAN IMPRINT: LANGUAGE AND
GENETICS

The human imprint is of two kinds—natural and
man-made. By natural imprint we mean those
relating to human remains and their biological
characteristics. These can be analyzed by scientific
methods like DNA sampling. Man-made imprints
are mainly archaeological and literary. Since the
present article is concerned primarily with the
natural history that gave rise to human history, we
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shall not be looking at archaeology. In literature
also, our focus in on the part that has a bearing on
natural history—like the oceanic imagery and the
melting of ice caps found in the Rigveda.

In recent decades, there has been an explosion of
knowledge of our past thanks to new techniques
based on mapping our genetic past. There is a good
deal of controversy but this much seems to be
reasonably certain. Our ancestors used to live in
Africa 150,000 years ago. A small group of Homo

This has a bearing on the human record in
the region, which linguists have tried to recon-
struct using languages and literature. A basic
point to note is that the time horizon used by
linguists is much too short to account for the
spread of languages and culture. Language
records, by which we mean written texts, go
back only some 5,000 years. Coincidentally or
not, by identifying the appearance of written
records with civilization, historians have taken it

While the earliest writing goes back a little over 5,000 years, languages

have been around at least ten times as long. As a result, we need to go

beyond written texts to understand human origins in India.

sapiens left Africa some 80,000 years ago and
settled along the South Asian coast from where
they spread out to colonize different parts of the
world. All non-Africans in the world today are
descended from a small group of South Asians living
south of a line from Yemen to the Himalayas, espe-
cially along the Indian coast. This “founder group,”
from which all non-Africans are descended, barely
survived the fallout from a volcanic eruption in
Sumatra known as the “Toba Explosion” 74,000
years ago. This is the story of our past growing out of
more than 50 years of intensive mapping of human
genes and climate changes by scientists. By relating
these movements to ecological upheavals, what we
obtain is the genetic history of modern humans
correlated with the natural history of our planet.

It is important to interpret this properly. It does
not mean that there were no non-African humans
before the Toba Explosion, but only that no descen-
dants of those earlier populations have survived
outside Africa. A group out of Africa 120,000 years
ago made its way to Egypt but disappeared 90,000
years ago without a genetic trace. All Europeans
living today are descended from South Asians,
possibly as recently as 40,000 years ago. South
Asia, India in particular, was the jumping off point
for the colonization of East Asia, Southeast Asia,
Australia and ultimately the Americas. This brief
summary suffices for the natural history of the
region relevant to the present article.
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as the beginning of civilization. However, language
is much older than writing. While the earliest
writing goes back a little over 5,000 years, lan-
guages have been around at least ten times as
long. As a result, we need to go beyond written
texts to understand human origins in India.

For this, we turn again to natural history, especial-
ly population genetics. In understanding language
evolution, science may also be able to help.
Recent studies in the human genome suggest
that some mutations in the FOXP2 gene might
have triggered the uniquely human capacity for
speech and therefore language. The dates are
uncertain, but considering that all the humans
inhabiting the world today, who can be traced to
an exodus from Africa perhaps 90,000 years ago
possess this capacity suggests that the neces-
sary mutations must have taken place 100,000
years ago at least.’

Recent genetic studies also support the need
for a much longer time horizon than the few thou-
sand years postulated by linguists and historians.
Here is what the most important such study, led
by Luigi Luca Cavalli-Sforza, regarded as the
world’s foremost human population geneticist,
has found. After collecting and analyzing the most
comprehensive data on world human populations
ever compiled, Cavalli-Sforza and his colleagues
at Stanford University had this to say about
Indian populations:
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What all this means is that theories seeking a recent non-Indian

origin simply cannot be true. This is not to say there have been no

migrations or invasions, but that their contribution to the genetic

profile of the Indian population is negligible.

Taken together, these results show that Indian
tribal and caste populations derive largely from the
same genetic heritage of Pleistocene southern and
western Asians and have received limited gene
flow from external regions since the Holocene.
The phylogeography [neighboring branches] of
the primal mtDNA and Y-chromosome founders
suggests that these southern Asian Pleistocene
coastal settlers from Africa would have provided
the inocula for the subsequent differentiation of
the distinctive eastern and western Eurasian
gene pools. (Italics added.)®

Put in non-technical language, it means that the
Indian population is mainly of indigenous origin,
and the contribution of immigrants (gene flow)
since the Holocene is negligible. This contradicts
the many invasion-migration theories that continue
to dominate academic discourse about India. What
is particularly noteworthy in this is the negligible
contribution of immigrants (or invaders) in the past
50-100,000 years. What all this means is that
theories seeking a recent non-Indian origin simply
cannot be true.

This is not to say there have been no migrations
or invasions, but that their contribution to the
genetic profile of the Indian population is negligible.
They became absorbed into the Indian population
just as Moguls, Turks and other people did in
historical times. When this is the situation over
such a large span of time, it is futile to try to assign
cultural traits like religion, language and caste
based on biological features (mostly imaginary)
and recent migrations. We must therefore conclude
that to understand the origin and evolution of the
Indian civilization, we must focus on the people
who have lived in India for this vast span of time,
and how they coped with the epochal ecological
changes that engulfed them.
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In particular, it means that there is nothing to be
gained by using labels and stereotypes like
“Aryans,” “Dravidians” and so forth that have no
scientific, literary or historical basis. Just study the
human record of the people against the back-
ground of natural history. The two together give us
a vivid picture of history.

CONCLUSION: FROM THE ICE AGE
TO THE YOUNGER DRYAS

Here is the main point of the present article: To
understand the origins of the Vedic civilization and
its representation in the ancient Indian literature,
we need to study both the Vedas and the Puranas
against the background of the unusual ecological
conditions that brought about the landward expan-
sion of people in India. What later became the
Vedic civilization fed by the Sarasvati River had its
origins in a primordial proto-Vedic culture that
flourished in the coastal regions of peninsular
India. The ending of the ice age flooded many of
these settlements while simultaneously releasing

In particular, it means that there is nothing
to be gained by using labels and stereotypes
like “Aryans,” “Dravidians” and so forth
that have no scientific, literary or historical
basis.

the Himalayan rivers that made North India fertile
and habitable. This attracted sages from the proto-
Vedic south who combined with the rulers of the
sparsely populated north to bring about the unique
civilization that we know as Vedic.

This expansion came under the grip of the
mini-ice age known as the Younger Dryas, which
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persisted in the north for over a thousand years.
The “slaying” of this dreaded coverer—Vritra—by
the solar god Indra is what is recorded in the
Rigveda and other Vedic works. The Younger
Dryas was the transition from the proto-Vedic to
the Vedic. Harappan civilization, identified by the
archaeology of the Indus and the Sarasvati river
valleys represents the material remains of the
latter part of the Vedic.

This calls for a much longer time horizon than
what historians have so far used. Ecology and
human genetics force us to extend our time hori-
zon. At the same time, we want to emphasize that
what is presented here is simply a framework for
a reorientation that shifts emphasis from Eurasia
to the coastal region and also calls for a method-
ological focus emphasizing the natural sciences
more than man-made disciplines like linguistics
and anthropology.

Acknowledgement: The author is indebted to

David Frawley for his many suggestions, particularly
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for the interpretations offered here, especially of the
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Acharya §

DEUS NOSTER, DEUS SOLIS:

OUR GOD, GOD OF THE SUN

But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings...

— Malachi 4:2

The sun is extolled by David for its beauty, its greatness, its swift course, and its power, splendid
as a bridegroom, majestic as a giant; while, from the extent of its circuit, it has such power that it
equally sheds its light from one end of heaven to the other, and the heat thereof is in no wise

lessened by distance.
— St. Cyril of Jerusalem (c. 315-386)

THE MONUMENTAL REMAINS and other physical
artifacts of ancient cultures have deservedly
been the focus of much attention and publicity
over the past couple of centuries. The religious,
mythological and philosophical ideologies that
certainly go hand in hand with these ruins have
received less investigation, even though religion
is one of the most mysterious and fascinating
aspects of ancient human culture. Few things
produce such passion as the issue and discus-
sion of religious ideology, which has varied widely
within the numerous cultures around the globe
over the past many millennia. Much of ancient
religious ideology is currently considered to be
“mythology,” which is not to say that it should be
dismissed as useless and meaningless.
Importantly, the study of the world’s “mytholo-
gies” reveals that, while they do in fact vary in
detail, based on era, ethnicity and other factors,

50

there remains a primary theme that unites myriad
cultures in an unexpected and welcome manner.

In reality, the world’s mythologies were
once its religions, and its current religions
will in the future be deemed mythology.

In reality, the world’s mythologies were once its
religions, and its current religions will in the
future be deemed mythology. Upon close inspec-
tion, it turns out that the core of modern religion
is much the same as that of ancient mythology.
As demonstrated in stone and story, such reli-
gion/mythology resolves itself into what is termed
“astrotheology”: to wit, the reverence of the sun,
moon, planets, stars and heavens in general. This
ancient religion of “astral worship” also includes
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other aspects of nature, such as the earth and its
elements, as well as, significantly, fertility and
fecundity. Thus, it could be said that major reli-
gions have essentially revolved around astral and
nature worship.

Since the earliest times, when man was a
hunter-gatherer and wanderer, as opposed to a
settled agriculturalist, the night sky and moon in
particular were the objects of great interest and
contemplation. Desert nomads, for example,
were compelled to live by the night sky because
of the day’s heat, while long-distance mariners
such as the Polynesians, beginning 30,000 or
more years ago, learned to navigate expertly by
the stars. In primitive societies, some 25,000
years ago, the year was divided according to the
moon’s phases, which corresponded to the
woman’s menses; hence, moon, month and men-
struation have their roots in the same word. The
extraordinary figurine the “Venus of Laussel,” at
least 21,000 years old, exhibits this logical yet
compelling connection, as it represents a fecund
female holding a crescent moon with 13 notches,
the number of lunar months and menses per year.
Notably, both the lunar month and the average
menses last 29.5 days. For a variety of reasons,
therefore, the moon was a highly germane
aspect of human culture, its reverence and the
study of its phases intricately woven into myths
and legends the world over. Major religions of
today stem, in part, from lunar worship, as a con-
tinuation of this very ancient theme, although
such information is hidden, esoteric and not
known by the public at large.

Maijor religions of today stem, in part, from
lunar worship, as a continuation of this very
ancient theme, although such information is
hidden, esoteric and not known by the
public at large.

Other salient aspects of ancient religion are,
however, taught in mainstream higher educa-
tion. As an example, in its article on “Astrology”
the Catholic Encyclopedia outlines the ancient
astral worship:
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The history of astrology is an important part of the
history of the development of civilization, it goes
back to the early days of the human race... astrolo-
gy was...the foster-sister of astronomy, the science
of the investigation of the heavens... According to
the belief in the early civilized races of the East,
the stars were the source and at the same time
the heralds of everything that happened, and the
right to study the “godlike science” of astrology
was a privilege of the priesthood. This was the
case in Mesopotamia and Egypt, the oldest cen-
ters of civilization known to us in the East. The
most ancient dwellers on the Euphrates, the
Akkado-Sumerians, were believers in judicial
astrology, which was closely interwoven with their
worship of the stars. The same is true of their suc-
cessors, the Babylonians and Assyrians, who were
the chief exponents of astrology in antiquity... The
Assyro-Babylonian priests (Chaldeans) were the
professional astrologers of classical antiquity. In
its origin Chaldaic astrology also goes back to the
worship of stars; this is proved by the religious
symbolism of the most ancient cuneiform texts of
the zodiac. The oldest astrological document
extant is the work called “Namar-Beli”
(llumination of Bel) composed for King Sargon |
(end of the Third Millennium B.C.)... Even in the
time of Chaldean, which should be called
Assyrian, astrology, the five planets, together with
the sun and moon, were divided according to their
position in the 12 houses... The Egyptians and
Hindus were as zealous [of] astrologers as [those
of] the nations on the Euphrates and Tigris. The
dependence of the early Egyptian star (sun) worship
(the basis of the worship of Osiris) upon early
Chaldaic influences belongs to the still unsettled
question of the origin of early Egyptian civilization.*

Thus, as far back as science currently shows,
mankind looked to the stars, the moon and the sun,
developing a complex theology based on these
celestial beings, or gods, as they were perceived to be.

RUINS OF EMPIRES

With the in-depth analysis of ancient religion comes
a more complete picture of the mysterious “ruins of
empires” that have engaged and entranced the
imagination for centuries. Along with astrotheology,
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which through painstaking archaeological detective
work can be reconstructed to a large extent, the cul-
tural remains clearly demonstrate that the ancients
were far from the dumb “cavemen” depicted in
popular textbooks and fiction. Furthermore, it
becomes evident that where there is extraordinary
construction, such as at Stonehenge, Baalbek, Giza
and Tiahuanaco, there must have existed advanced
culture, as reflected in language and religion.

Along with astrotheology, which through
painstaking archaeological detective work can
be reconstructed to a large extent, the cultural
remains clearly demonstrate that the ancients
were far from the dumb “cavemen” depicted
in popular textbooks and fiction.

In his book In Search of Ancient Astronomies,
astronomer Dr. Edwin Krupp discusses these
engrossing edifices, which possess “astronomical
significance”:

At Stonehenge in England and Carnac in France, in
Egypt and Yucatan, across the whole face of the
earth are found mysterious ruins of ancient monu-
ments, monuments with astronomical significance.
These relics of other times are as accessible as the
American Midwest and as remote as the jungles of
Guatemala. Some of them were built according to
celestial alignments; others were actually precision
astronomical observatories... Careful observations
of the celestial rhythms were compellingly impor-
tant to early peoples, and their expertise, in some
respects, was not equaled in Europe until three
thousand years later.

One fairly recent find, unearthed in the Sahara
Desert, reveals the antiquity of astrotheological
culture:

An assembly of huge stone slabs found in Egypt's
Sahara Desert that date from about 6,500 . . . to
6,000 years ago has been confirmed by scientists
to be the oldest known astronomical alignment of
megaliths in the world. Known as Nabta, the site
consists of a stone circle, a series of flat, tomb-like
stone structures and five lines of standing and

52

toppled megaliths. Located west of the Nile River in
southern Egypt, Nabta predates Stonehenge and
similar prehistoric sites around the world by about
1,000 years, said University of Colorado at Boulder
professor of astronomy J. McKim Malville...

“This is the oldest documented astronomical
alignment of megaliths in the world,” said Malville.
“A lot of effort went into the construction of a purely
symbolic and ceremonial site.” The stone slabs,
some of which are nine feet high, were dragged to
the site from a mile or more distant, he said...

Five megalithic alignments at Nabta radiate
outward from a central collection of megalithic
structures. Beneath one structure was a sculptured
rock resembling a cow standing upright, Malville
said. The team also excavated several cattle burials
at Nabta, including an articulated skeleton buried
in a roofed, clay-lined chamber.

Neolithic herders that began coming to Nabta
about 10,000 years ago—probably from central
Africa—used cattle in their rituals just as the African
Massai do today, he said. No human remains have
yet been found at Nabta. The 12-foot-in-diameter
stone circle contains four sets of upright slabs. Two
sets were aligned in a north-south direction while
the second pair of slabs provides a line of sight
toward the summer solstice horizon.

Because of Nabta’s proximity to the Tropic of
Cancer, the noon sun is at its zenith about three
weeks before and three weeks after the summer
solstice, preventing upright objects from casting
shadows. “These vertical sighting stones in the
circle correspond to the zenith sun during the
summer solstice,” said Malville, an archaeoas-
tronomer. “For many cultures in the tropics, the
zenith sun has been a major event for millennia.”

An east-west alignment also is present between
one megalithic structure and two stone megaliths
about a mile distant. There also are two other geo-
metric lines involving about a dozen additional stone
monuments that lead both northeast and southeast
from the same megalith. “We still don’t understand
the significance of these lines,” Malville said.

During summer and fall, the individual stone
monoliths would have been partially submerged in
the lake and may have been ritual markers for the
onset of the rainy season. “The organization of
these objects suggests a symbolic geometry that
integrated death, water and the sun,” Malville said.?
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The inclusion of cattle at Nabta is intriguing, in con-
sideration of the fact that the site dates to the
beginning of the equinoctial Age of Taurus, the
Bull, between 6,450 and 4,300 years ago. Many
cultures of that era, including the Egyptian, Greek
and Semitic, emphasized the cow or bull in their
myths and rituals. In any event, this very ancient
site—claimed by orthodox science to be the “oldest
astronomical megalith alignment” in the world—
incorporates a number of important observations
of the most prominent of celestial objects, the sun.

THE CHILDREN OF THE SUN

The principal form of worship over the past several
thousand years in myriad places globally has been
that of the sun. Sun worship dates back many mil-
lennia, and was refined in agricultural areas after
the last major ice age, some 10,000 years ago in
the northern hemisphere. Evidence suggests that
sun worship in earnest began even earlier, in agri-
cultural communities submerged by rising water
levels during the melting of the glacial ice. One cer-
tain fact is that when and where agriculture arose,
the sun became the central focus of worship, as a
representative or proxy of God, or gods, as the
case may be.

elements reflected in story and song, art and
architecture around the world.

Traditions and legends, mythology and religion,
symbols and other cultural artifacts all portray an
ornate form of worship revolving around the sun. In
Sun-Worship in Ancient India, scholar Srivastava
describes various pre-historic solar symbols:

There are representations of the sun in full radiance
in the rock paintings from Sitakhardi (Chambal
valley). Broadly speaking, there are two varieties of
such representations: the circle with radiating rays,
and the circle with radiating rays but encircled by a
bigger circle. Figures of the sun in full radiance
usually in isolation but sometimes shown with
other figures have been reported from Neolithic
rock paintings in Europe, also such as from Pala
Pinta de Carlao in Portugal. Similar figures are
reported from Neolithic settlements of the Iberian
peninsula as well. A comparative study of these sym-
bols reveals there is a marked similarity in them.?

This rich heritage endures to this day in numer-
ous places worldwide, from Siberia and Slavic
countries to China, Japan, Polynesia, Indonesia
and India, as well as Europe, Africa and both
Americas. Much of this pervasive sun worship

The principal form of worship over the past several thousand

years in myriad places globally has been that of the sun.

So extensive and permeating has been the wor-
ship of the sun—again, at certain points constituting
the singular religious expression—which families
have often laid claim to the solar orb as their
ancestor, and legends record distinct groups called
the “children of the sun.” The term “children of the
sun” denotes a general description of solar-based
cultures but also apparently specifically refers to a
group or groups led by a solar priesthood or hierar-
chy who journeyed far and wide. There were also
specialized and mysterious subgroups called the
“sons of the sun,” comprising initiates in secret
societies and brotherhoods. It is largely because
of these fraternities that much of the vast sun-
worshipping tradition is preserved to this day, its
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continues in a plentitude of ways, including not
only exquisite art and architecture but also beauti-
ful and inspired folk-craft, prayers and songs, etc.
An impressive and gorgeously illustrated survey
of the world’s solar cultures, past and present,
can be found in The Sun: Symbol of Power and
Life, edited by Madanjeet Singh.

One nation where the sun was passionately and
overtly viewed as the “light and life” was Egypt,
which was practically built upon astrotheology, with
a plethora of sun gods or epithets of the one “God
Sun.” A detailed history of Egyptian sun worship
would require volumes; a summarization can be
found in my book Suns of God: Krishna, Buddha and
Christ Unveiled. Briefly, the chief Egyptian god Ra

53



was morphed into the god Osiris, both of which
represented and were symbolized by the sun. The
worship of Ra and Osiris was long and widespread,
traditionally considered to have begun 10,000 years
ago. Gathering all the available evidence, it may be
argued intelligently that the dying-and-rising savior
god Osiris, whose “life” and “sayings” were so close-
ly paralleled in the much later Jesus Christ, has
been the most popular god on the face of the earth.

Gathering all the available evidence, it may
be argued intelligently that the dying-and-
rising savior god Osiris, whose “life” and
“sayings” were so closely paralleled in the
much later Jesus Christ, has been the most
popular god on the face of the earth.

Osiris” worship was so far-reaching that his myth
is also found in India, as “Iswara” or “Issa,” mean-
ing “Lord,” a title shared by the Indian god Shiva as
well as by “Jesus.” India has a very long history of
sun worship beginning in the Stone Age, later
appearing in symbols in the Indus Valley's remark-
able Harappan culture, dating to at least 4,000
years ago and encompassing a vast area of sophis-
ticated, planned cities with paved streets and
plumbing. As a main aspect of the vaguely defined
“Hinduism,” which in reality consists of hundreds
if not thousands of different sects, India’s sun
worship continues intact to this day, with extensive
solar precincts, rituals and sacred literature created
over the millennia. Magnificent temples to the sun,
such as at Konarak, have been built throughout
India, though many were tragically destroyed, such
as at Martand, by zealots of competing religions.
Nevertheless, Indian sun worship is maintained
unabashedly in daily rituals and ablutions designed
to cleanse the body, mind and soul.

The solar reverence can be found abundantly in
ancient sacred texts, such as the Indian Vedas and
the Egyptian Book of the Dead. The following verse
from the Gayatri, the “holiest text of the Vedas,”
conservatively estimated to be 3,500 years old,
superbly conveys the veneration of the sun:

Let us adore the supremacy of that divine Sun, the
Godhead who illuminates all, who recreates all,
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from whom all proceed, to whom all must return;
whom we invoke to direct our understanding aright
in our progress toward his holy seat.*

Archaic sun worship was also elegantly expressed
by the conservative Christian scholar Max Muller,
in the Nineteenth Century:

What position the sun must have occupied in the
thoughts of the early dwellers on earth, we shall
never be able to fully understand. Not even the most
recent scientific discoveries described in Tyndall's
genuine eloquence, which teach us how we live, and
move, and have our being in the sun, how we burn it,
how we breathe it, how we feed on it—give us any
idea of what this source of light and life, this silent
traveler, this majestic ruler, this departed friend or
dying hero, in his daily or yearly course, was to the
awakening consciousness of mankind. People won-
der why so much of the old mythology, the daily
talk...was solar; what else could it have been? The
names of the sun are endless, and so are his stories;
but who he was, whence he came and whither he
went, remained a mystery from beginning to end.’

As evident from the finds at Nabta, numerous
astronomical monuments and ruins globally
reveal that the sun in specific was considered
divine thousands of years ago and that entire
cultures have been built in response to its glory.

As evident from the finds at Nabta, numerous
astronomical monuments and ruins globally
reveal that the sun in specific was considered
divine thousands of years ago and that entire
cultures have been built in response to its glory.
In an article published in 2004 entitled Ancient
Tombs and Shrines Faced Sun and Stars,
based on the work of British astronomer
Michael Hoskin, Tarik Maliq reports:

The sun and stars may have served as critical refer-
ences for a startlingly diverse range of ancient
builders who constructed chambers to hold the
dead and other religious shrines.

The orientation of thousands of Neolithic tombs
erected across Europe and Africa around 10,000
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This important correspondence between Pagan and Christian culture

is entirely appropriate, since, it is my contention, “Jesus Christ” is a

mythical solar figure, the same as countless sun gods of other cultures.

B.C. were apparently built to face the rising sun,
securing the sun’s importance in various human
cultures across three countries, two continents and
the Mediterranean islands...

The sheer number of Neolithic tombs built with
sun-ward oriented entrances suggests, if nothing
else, that the sun played an important role that
coincided with a person’s death...

Hoskin spent 12 years personally cataloging the
positions of 2,000 Neolithic tombs, and researching
documented descriptions of some 1,000 others,
across France, Portugal, Spain and North Africa.
The entrances of nearly all, he said, appeared to
have been built to face the rising or climbing sun at
some point during the year.

In the Alenterejo region of central Portugal, for
example, every one of the 177 tombs measured by
Hoskin faced sunrise, usually during autumn and
early winter, with a sharp cutoff at the winter solstice.

This very ancient astrotheological element of aligning
tombs and shrines with the rising sun, widely found in
so-called Pagan structures beginning millennia ago,
was continued within Christianity, despite the latter’'s
claim to be an abrupt break from the past.

CHRISTIAN ASTROTHEOLOGY

Although it may seem surprising to the uninitiated,
among the solar-based cultures is counted the
Christian, with churches and cathedrals through-
out Europe containing astrotheological symbolism,
including the orientation of their altars to receive
the sun’s light upon sunrise during the winter
solstice, the traditional “birthday” of “Our Lord and
Savior.” As astronomer Hoskin further observes
regarding Pagan and Christian builders:

All the evidence is consistent with their having

aligned their tombs with sunrise on the day when
building started, which is exactly what we know
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happened commonly with Christian churches... The
churches face the rising sun as a symbol of Christ
rising from the dead...no doubt the Neolithic people
saw the rising sun as a symbol of hope of afterlife.®

This important correspondence between Pagan
and Christian culture is entirely appropriate, since,
it is my contention, “Jesus Christ” is a mythical
solar figure, the same as countless sun gods of
other cultures.

As evidence of this Christian astrotheology,
edifices and artifacts within Vatican City, such as
the pre-Christian Egyptian obelisk and St. Peter’'s
Chair, are rife with astrological symbolism, and it is
“said that the Vatican still contains the largest
library of astrological manuscripts in the world.””
Another example is provided by the astrological
clock in Notre Dame Cathedral at Saint-Omer,
France. Furthermore, thousands of ancient
Armenian churches, the earliest of which were,
like their Catholic counterparts, “built on pagan
temples,” possess “holdovers from Armenia’s
most ancient past, in stone carvings representing
the zodiac, sun dials and iconography from her
animist and sun worship pagan traditions making
their way into the church ornamentation.”®

THE ZODIACAL LEGACY

Many Christian structures contain zodiacal symbols,
as well as full zodiacs, such as the magnificent
stained-glass window in the Chartres Cathedral.
Zodiacs are likewise found on synagogue floors
in Northern lIsrael, such as at Sepphoris. The
present form of the zodiac helps date the archaic
high development of sun worship, as the zodiac
can be definitely dated through scientific methods
to have been created at least 5,000 years ago.’
As to the zodiac’s provenance, in The Astronomy
of the Bible Christian astronomer Walter
Maunder states:
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From [the latitude and longitude of the zodiac] we
learn that the constellations were designed by
people living not very far from the 40th parallel of
north latitude, not further south than the 37th or
36th. This is important, as it shows that they did not
originate in ancient Egypt or India, not even in the
city of Babylon, which is in latitude 32°.%°

A number of authorities on astrotheology, such as
Count Volney and Gerald Massey, extended the
zodiacal terminus a quo to over 17,000 years ago,
originating in North Africa, within the 37th and
36th parallels. That the concept of the zodiac
itself is older than 5,000 years is essentially
proved by the “Karanovo Zodiac” found in
Bulgaria and dating to 6,000 years ago.**

Although the Bible is a late source in compari-
son to Sumero-Babylonian texts, the biblical
mention of the zodiac—the “Mazzaroth”—at Job
38:32, is noteworthy:

Canst thou bring forth Mazzaroth in his season?
Or canst thou guide Arcturus with his sons?

In the final analysis, so-called modern religions,
although sharply and artificially differentiated
by their competitive proponents, are continuations
of the past astrotheology, cloaked in a pretentious
air of “historicity” and “divine inspiration.”

The authoritative Strong’s Concordance defines
the Hebrew term “Mazzaroth” as “the 12 signs of
the zodiac and their 36 associated constellations.”

The favorable language with which the sun, moon
and heavens are addressed in the Book of Job and
many other biblical and extra-biblical texts, such as
St. Patrick’s Creed, quoted in the title of this article,
belies the typically hostile tenor of the Judeo-
Christian tradition towards astrology. In reality,
Judaism and Christianity are saturated with
astrotheology, as demonstrated in my books The
Christ Conspiracy: The Greatest Story Ever Sold
and Suns of God. In the final analysis, so-called
modern religions, although sharply and artificially
differentiated by their competitive proponents, are
continuations of the past astrotheology, cloaked in a
pretentious air of “historicity” and “divine inspiration.”
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CONCLUSION

For thousands of years, humankind has looked to
the skies in awe and veneration, deeming the various
celestial objects “works of God” or gods them-
selves. Whole cultures have been created with
their central focus as the sun, a significant develop-
ment of what is called “astrotheology.” Modern
research has established that many of the observa-
tions made by the ancients regarding the sun have
a solid basis in science. In consideration of the
astonishing power unleashed by the sun, as well as
its nurturing and healing capacities, the widespread
past and present reverence of it is understandable
and justifiable. The knowledge of these facts reveals
that, despite the divisiveness and mayhem caused
globally by perceived differences in religious beliefs,
underlying the major religious ideologies appears a
unity validating that humanity in general comprises
a single family tree with diverse branches.

1. www.newadvent.org/cathen/02018e.htm

2. zebu.uoregon.edu/~imamura/121/lecture-2/nabta.html

3. V. C. Srivastava, Sun-Worship in Ancient India. Allahabad:
Indological Publications, 1972. p. 22-23.

4. Edward Moor, The Hindu Pantheon. W. O. Simpson, ed. New Delhi:
Indological Book House, 1968. p. 377.

5. Max Milller, Lectures on the Origin and Growth of Religion. New
York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1879. p. 200.

6. www.space.com/scienceastronomy/ancient_tombs_040405.html
7. www.astrologyzine.com/astrology-bible.shtml

8. www.tacentral.com/architecture.asp?story_no=3

9. Walter Maunder, The Astronomy of the Bible. London: T. Sealey
Clark & Co., 1908. p. 160-161.

10. Ibid., p. 157.

11. www.flavinscorner.com/karanovo.htm

References:

Acharya S, Suns of God: Krishna, Buddha and Christ Unveiled, AUP, IL, 2004
Acharya S, The Christ Conspiracy: The Greatest Story Ever Sold, AUP, IL, 1999
Catholic Encyclopedia, www.newadvent.org

Richard Flavin, “The Karanovo Zodiac,” www.flavinscorner.com/karanovo.htm
Tarik Malig, “Ancient Tombs and Shrines Faced Sun and Stars,” www.space.com
Walter Maunder, The Astronomy of the Bible. London: T. Sealey Clark & Co., 1908
Madanjeet Singh, The Sun: Symbol of Power and Life. Harry N. Abrams, NY, 1993
Strong’s Concordance, www.blueletterbible.org

“Cathedral Saint-Omer,” www.theotherside.co.uk

“Early Christian Architecture and Design,” www.tacentral.com

“Early Church Fathers,” www.ccel.org

“Stonehenge in the Sahara?”, zebu.uoregon.edu

“St. Patrick’s Creed,” gnisios.narod.ru/patrickcreed.html

UNDERGROUND!



Dave Dentel

MYSTERIOUS ORIGINS—ARE HUMANS

JUST A HAPPY ACCIDENT?

Man is the only animal who does not feel at home in nature, who can feel evicted from paradise,
the only animal for whom his own existence is a problem that he has to solve and from which he

cannot escape.

— Erich Fromm, The Anatomy of Human Destructiveness

In any group united by a belief system its members equate with reality itself, some will have
staked career and soul on that system, which they therefore feel must be maintained.

— Jeff Walker, The Ayn Rand Cult

OF ALL LIVING CREATURES, man is the only one known
to question where he came from, why he exists, or
even the reason for his (often unhappy) rationality
that poses these questions in the first place. This
deep longing to discover a point of origin, an ultimate
explanation of meaning and purpose, is so ubiqui-
tous among our species and so fundamental to what
it means to be human that few have stopped to con-
sider how extraordinarily unique a trait it is.

In fact, as far as mainstream science is con-
cerned, when it comes to the study of human ori-
gins this indefinable yearning of ours doesn’t count
for much—if anything at all. Aimost as if they've for-
gotten what inspired their inquiries in the first
place, members of today’s scientific establishment
have concocted a creation myth that describes
humans almost solely in physical terms, leaving lit-
tle room for spirit or intellect. Invoking Charles
Darwin, they declare human beings to be little more
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than hairless, big-brained apes, the culmination of
a series of random mutations guided by blind law.

But Darwinism is also dogma, and to
challenge it today is to risk censure
and ridicule.

This view of human beings—and of human origins—
denies obvious truths and forwards a metaphysical
view that is hostile to the beliefs most people
hold about a divine creator, a fact of mind that
neither materialist philosophy nor behavioral sci-
ence can adequately explain. But Darwinism is
also dogma, and to challenge it today is to risk
censure and ridicule.

Still, dogma cannot stand forever merely on the
weight of its own unchallenged authority. Even in
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the present era, when materialistic science is
ascendant, Darwinists must be made to account
for the facts behind their theory. And if the facts do
not support it—as increasingly seems the case—
then Darwinists must make room for theories that
better conform to reality as we understand it.

FRAGMENTED VIEW

This is not to say that the Darwinist view of human
origins is utterly without substance. Indeed,
Darwinism seems strongest where it offers a grand
theory uniting geology and paleontology, especially
in the discipline of paleoanthropology.

Under this discipline, Darwinists theorize that
fossil remains, from the oldest to the youngest,
should show a more or less steady physical pro-
gression from ape-like traits to human-like traits.
This theory presupposes primitive ancestors,
from which humans developed through “descent
with modification.”

than fossils that appeared more human-like.

As Michael Roberts of Linfield College notes,
“Chinese bones dating to 200,000 years ago
show ‘modern features,’” suggesting to Chinese
anthropologists that there was a local evolution of
Homo erectus to Homo sapiens.” He adds:
“However, in the Dali skull and others of the same
age in China, there are thick brow ridges and the
skull vaults are low.” Roberts concludes that there
must be lurking undiscovered in the fossil record
another, intermediate, “archaic form” of human
being." Otherwise, presumably, the model of grad-
ual progression doesn’t hold up.

And yet another anomaly of hominid fossils
dating is cited by paleoanthropologist Donald
Johanson—the famous discoverer of the “Lucy”
skeleton. In his book, Ancestors: In Search of
Human Origins, Johanson recounts a conversa-
tion with fellow paleontologist Alan Thorne about
the latter's astonishment concerning remains
unearthed in two different places in Australia.

This is not to say that the Darwinist view of human

origins is utterly without substance.

And at first glance, the evidence unearthed and
analyzed by scientists appears to confirm this
hypothesis in a compelling way. Compared side
by side, some fossils seem to show undeniable
progression.

But difficulties arise when scientists use these
same fossils to construct a comprehensive model
of human evolution. Because like the fossils on
which the model is based, the big picture of
human evolution today is fragmented and puzzling.

The reasons for this fragmented view are numer-
ous. To begin with, fossil dating—which is key to
building any sort of evolutionary model—is notori-
ously problematic. Most fossils can’t be dated
directly, so scientists rely on clever inferences,
usually based on radiological dating of materials
found near the fossils in question.

But even if one accepts proposed fossil dates at
face value, problems remain. In more than one case,
hominid fossils that appear more primitive and
ape-like have dated as being as young or younger
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“Although they were considerably more ‘primi-
tive’-looking,” Johanson writes, “the Kow Swamp
[fossils] were 9,000 to 15,000 years old, only half
the age of the Mungo fossils. That meant the fos-
sils that looked more modern, the Mungo people,
came before the robust, even erectus-like people
at Kow Swamp.” (ltalics his.)?

As one can imagine, these frustrating turns in
the trail of evidence have made trying to determine
a direct line of descent from ape to human the
most contentious aspect of human origin studies.

In terms of the fossil record, the first step in
the process—the projected common ancestor
between apes and humans—remains a glaring
gap.® There is even debate about which fossils
constitute the first non-ape human ancestor. From
there, scientists can agree on perhaps three or four
undisputed intermediary species leading to the
emergence of Homo sapiens.

Meanwhile, the so-called tree of life for humans
has been rendered more like a bush, with odd
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Meanwhile, the so-called tree of life for humans
has been rendered more like a bush, with odd
branches of puzzling sub-species sprouting up
then dying out with no apparent affect on the
success of Homo sapiens.

branches of puzzling sub-species sprouting up and
then dying out, with no apparent affect on the suc-
cess of Homo sapiens. Perhaps the best example
of such a puzzling sub-group are Neanderthals,
who alternately have been declared slouching
primitive ancestors of modern humans, non-
humans too dim-witted to compete with Homo
sapiens, semi-humans capable of interbreeding
with Homo sapiens but not as culturally advanced,
and entirely nonhuman but with bigger brains.*

NOT SO DIFFERENT

Of course, scientists have an excuse for being
puzzled. Fossils, though remarkable, offer a limit-
ed source of evidence. Paleoanthropologists admit
it would be immensely helpful, for instance, to be
able to examine the genetic information in all
fossils in order to determine whether various pro-
posed species really were all that different.

After all, DNA analyses show that modern
human beings, from African pygmies to Samoans
to Swedes, vary little in their genetic makeup.

This fact bolsters the claims of one proponent of
the multi-regional evolutionary model, which states
that humans attained their present form while
evolving in many places around the planet. Quoted
again by Johanson, Thorne defends multi-regional-
ism by arguing that scientists often are too quick to
pronounce puzzling fossil finds new species, with-
out considering how varied in form some species—
such as human beings—can be.

Thorne then makes the remarkable statement that
smacks of a theory quite contrary to Darwinism. He
says there’'s something “inherent” about the way
humans are made to be so wondrously diverse.®

HEART OF THE MATTER

And so we arrive at the chief problem in Darwinism.
Even when discussing its strongest points,
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adherents find themselves making statements
that could be understood as an attack on the fun-
damental assertion of Darwinian evolution—that all
life forms are the result of a purely materialistic,
random process. In Darwinism, there is no divine
guidance; there is only chance and natural law.

But this view alienates people who, while merely
laity, know better. There is something in human
beings that—dare we say it—inherently recognizes
the beauty and order in themselves and in the
cosmos. No doubt many scientists recognize this,
too, but as journalist Denyse O’Leary points out,
they aren’t ready to abandon Darwinism because
they don’t see a viable alternative theory.®

But that is changing. Darwinism is being chal-
lenged by a theory that scientifically explores the
apparent design in the cosmos. And even one of
Darwinism’s most vociferous apologists, Richard
Dawkins, concedes that the cosmos at least dis-
plays apparent design.”

But as it develops, through inquiries into microbiology
and information theory, for example, Intelligent
Design offers hope of becoming as comprehensive in
scale as Darwinism —which is still mired in the same
Nineteenth Century materialism that was used to
fortify racism and sexism.

Intelligent Design theory argues that living beings
are too complex to have developed by chance. The
theory presently can be described as an extrapola-
tion of the anthropic principle in physics—which
declares that the basic forces that hold the universe
together (and make it suitable for life) are fined-
tuned with a mathematical precision that defies
belief. But as it develops, through inquiries into
microbiology and information theory, for example,
Intelligent Design offers hope of becoming as com-
prehensive in scale as Darwinism—which is still
mired in the same Nineteenth Century materialism
that was used to fortify racism and sexism.

DARWINISM VS. DESIGN
And there can be little doubt about the desire for

an alternative to Darwinism. As O’Leary points out,
even opinion polls show that most Americans don’t
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believe in it.* Popular books attack it. And mounting
evidence supports long-held philosophical objec-
tions to it. What’s more, many of these sustained
objections add strength to the argument for design.

To begin at the beginning—something Darwinists
are loathe to do—consider cosmology, a discipline
that is emerging as a strong point for design propo-
nents. Modern cosmologists have generally come
to accept what the Big Bang theory asserts: That
the universe burst forth, ex nihilo, from what can
only be described as an unfathomable source of
creative energy. And many scientists accept the
theory despite a personal distaste for the obvious
metaphysical implications. Combine the Big Bang
theory with the anthropic principle, and the
grounds for labeling the universe a purposeless
place of random construction wear mighty thin.

Moving on from cosmology to biology itself,
Darwin’s theory falters almost before it can get
started. This is because Darwinism has yet to
devise an adequate, completely materialistic
explanation for what some consider one of the
most divine mysteries of all—the origin of life.

Granted, Darwinists point with enthusiasm to
the famous 1953 experiment of University of
Chicago graduate student Stanley Miller, who
produced amino acids by zapping a slushy mix of
gases with jolts of electricity. But this is as far as
scientists have progressed in attempting to pro-
duce life from non-life.

In fact, to illustrate the insurmountable difficulty of
building a living cell from non-living matter, Jonathan
Wells of the Discovery Institute proposes a thought
experiment working backwards toward the problem.

In Lee Strobel’s book The Case for a Creator,
Wells suggests, “Put a sterile, balanced salt solu-
tion in a test tube. Then put in a single living cell
and poke a hole in it so that its contents leak into
the solution... You have already accomplished far
more what the Miller experiment ever could—
you’ve got all the components you need for life.”

Wells concludes: “The problem is you can’t make
a living cell. There’s not even any point in trying.”

Thus Darwinists find themselves trying to explain
the appearance of the first living organisms by
resorting to fanciful—often unproveable—hypotheses.
They cite a vague “self-organizing principle” present
in some kinds of matter. Confronted further by the
problem of accounting for genetic information,
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which resides in and regulates every living cell,
some Darwinists have even concocted a fictional
“RNA world,” supposedly made up of cells that
function according to a primitive (and wholly
imaginary) genetic system.*

Thus Darwinists find themselves trying to explain
the appearance of the first living organisms by
resorting to fanciful — often unproveable —
hypotheses. They cite a vague “self-organizing
principle” present in some kinds of matter.

Finally, some scientists, such as paleontologist
Stephen Jay Gould, simply skirt the problem by
stating that since life exists, it must somehow have
been inevitable."*

How then does Darwinism fare when tackling the
issue it was invented to explain, namely, the origin
of species as outlined by the fossil record?
Ultimately, not so well.

As it does for human origins, Darwin’s theory
predicts that the fossil record as a whole should
reveal a steady progression toward more complex
life forms. Key to confirming this theory would be
the discovery of so-called transitional fossils—ones
with mixed physical traits that clearly illustrate
evolution in progress.

Instead, paleontologists have uncovered what
Gould allegedly called one of the great trade
secrets of evolutionary science.” Discoveries of
fossils worthy of being labeled transitional, among
them the famous bird-like Archaeopteryx, have
proved the exception and not the rule. In fact, what
scientists do find when they consult the fossil
record are new species emerging, fully formed,
with no apparent predecessors. This phenomenon
particularly holds true for the Cambrian era, during
which scientists estimate nearly every animal
phyla suddenly emerged.*

Evolutionary scientists are equally puzzled by the
way species abruptly vanish from the fossil record.
Darwin’s theory is built on gradualism—the notion
that small, accumulated changes in some species
allow them over time to eclipse other species.
Consequently, evidence of catastrophic extinctions
can be nearly as detrimental to the theory as the
inference of design.
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Indeed, Darwinists such as Gould have struggled
with the uncomfortable reality that the evidence
doesn’t support a model of constant, gradual evolu-
tion. As popular science writer William K. Hartmann
noted, “It is hard to overemphasize the shocking sud-
denness of life’s proliferation.”** To address this dis-
parity, Gould worked with colleague Niles Eldredge to
devise a modified theory called “punctuated equilib-
rium.” Gould described the new sub-theory as a way
to explain how evolution occurs not in a constant,
gradual fashion, but in “quick and quirky episodes.”*

HOW DOES IT WORK?

But even if Darwinists succeed in reconciling their
theory with the fossil evidence, they still must deal
with describing the precise mechanism by which
random biological evolution is supposed to occur.
This task is by no means easy. Advances in bio-
chemistry and genetics show that living creatures—
down to their tiniest components—are more intricate
and precisely regulated than scientists imagined.

and structures that Darwin thought were so simple
actually involves staggeringly complicated bio-
chemical processes that cannot be papered over
with rhetoric.”"

Behe illustrated how even the bacterial flagellum,
for instance, requires the convergence of physical
structure, chemical activity and genetic instruction
in order to function properly. Systems such as the
flagellum or the blood clotting mechanism, Behe
declared, could not have evolved because they are,
in his words, “irreducibly complex.” They were
designed to function the way they function.

As one can imagine, Behe’s assertion caused a
furor among Darwinists, though he was merely
adding details to a hypothesis developed much earlier.

In Janus: A Summing Up, journalist Arthur Koestler
objected to Darwinism on the grounds that it tries to
describe life forms—human beings in particular—as
merely an amalgam of various physical components.
Koestler argued that human beings are much more
than the sum of their parts. In fact, he coined the
term “holons” to illustrate that humans—and all life

Take, for instance, the debate over whether or not complex organs

such as the human eye could have evolved gradually, or even whether

a partial eye could offer an organism any biological advantage.

Take, for instance, the debate over whether or not
complex organs such as the human eye could have
evolved gradually, or even whether a partial eye
could offer an organism any biological advantage.

Dawkins, of course, glibly argues: “Half of an eye is
just one percent better than 49 percent of an eye,
which is already better than 48 percent, and the dif-
ference is significant.”*® He then points to light-sensi-
tive “photocells” and simpler animal eyes as possible
intermediary forms leading up to the human eye.

But these arguments, as always, miss the point
because they focus on isolating a single biologi-
cal component and describing it in gross physical
terms—lenses, optic nerves, blood vessels—
neglecting the fact that 49 percent of an eye is
not the same thing as 49 percent vision.

As biochemist Michael Behe points out in
Darwin’s Black Box, “Each of the anatomical steps
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forms—are composed of independent, but wholly
interconnected components. In short, life forms are
holistic, and tampering with various parts from
major organs down to individual cells threatens the
very essence of the whole creature.*®

Like many academics, however, Koestler did not
abandon the concept of evolution completely—but
neither did he rule out design. He went on to explore,
in Janus, how what he described as a finely tuned
genetic system might produce new life forms through
carefully regulated internal changes. He likened this
system to a sophisticated typewriter that is only per-
mitted to form meaningful words, an analogy that he
declared “reduces the importance of the chance fac-
tor to a minimum” (his italics). Koestler added: “It
does not answer the ultimate question of who or
what programmed that prodigious typewriter, but it
puts the question mark where it belongs.”*
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NATURAL SELECTION UNDONE

In contrast to this powerful idea that living beings
are designed to function a certain way, the only
thing Darwinists can offer as a guiding force for the
evolution of various species is the rather vague
notion of natural selection.

In The Origin of Species, Darwin himself proposed
the concept of natural selection based on the very
real results obtained when humans breed plant and
animal stock to foster certain traits. If human-directed
breeding can produce dramatic changes in form in a
few generations, Darwin mused, imagine what
nature could do over eons. Of course, he began his
thought experiment with a process obviously guided
by intelligence, then insisted that a purposeless one
would do just as well—or even better.

And so from Darwin’s original philosophical
inconsistency, the concept of natural selection has
not fared well. For one thing, it has been notoriously
difficult to define. The shop-worn aphorism “sur-
vival of the fittest” doesn’t always apply, because
in certain situations the fastest, strongest, noblest
members of a particular species die just as quickly—
if not faster—than the weak and timid.

So fitness is not necessarily equated with biolog-
ical superiority. Instead it is often associated with
so-called reproductive strategies—the idea that
evolution favors life forms that leave behind the
most offspring. The absurdity of this concept is not
lost on journalist Richard Milton, who scoffs at
paleontologist George Simpson’s assertion that
evolution can be said to favor red hair when two
red-haired parents produce more children than
blond or brunette parents.”

After all, how does having red-haired children
explain a mouse evolving into an elephant?

It doesn't, at least as far as Gould is concerned.
Writing for Scientific American magazine, Gould
argues that natural selection is often overrated
and misused as an explanation for how or why
evolution occurs. He says the truth is that evolution
is so random that there is no way to predict how life
forms will ultimately develop.*

Unfortunately, if a process is unpredictable, it
is also unfalsifiable. There is no controlled exper-
iment to test it, nor can it be subject to the
empirical method of study. It therefore passes
beyond the realm of science.
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MISSING THE OBVIOUS

But failure on scientific principle has yet to stop
Darwinists from spreading their gospel in the
realm of biology; neither has it halted fellow
materialists in disciplines such as psychology and
behavioral studies. These fields have produced
many scientists eager to describe human intellect
as merely that of an advanced ape, to declare
consciousness and free will illusions, and human
culture an interesting byproduct of the evolution-
ary drive to leave offspring.

And so myths that sprang up with Freud’s sexu-
al analyses and were reinforced by B. F. Skinner’s
studies on the behavior of laboratory rats continue
in rather absurd fashion.

Richard Dawkins muses about whether all of
human civilization exists merely to fulfill a biolog-
ical need to perpetuate “the selfish gene.”?
Artificial intelligence expert Marvin Minsky
famously declares the human mind to be nothing
more than “a computer made of meat.”?
Journalist Malcolm Gladwell reflects on the fact
that the vast part of our mental power is spent
on unconscious activity and states, “the task of
making sense of ourselves and our behavior
requires that we acknowledge there can be as
much value in the blink of an eye as in months of
rational thought.”**

Thus the attempts to describe what it means to
be human in terms of Darwinian evolution—or
some similar proposition based on a materialis-
tic rationalization—inevitably results in denying
the obvious, because human intellect is real,
and cannot be explained merely as an advanced
form of animal consciousness. As philosopher
Mortimer J. Adler reminds us, the way human
beings think and feel about things makes them
fundamentally different from anything else yet
discovered in nature.”® The difference is not one
of degree but of kind. We are not highly developed
apes, and no amount of incremental improve-
ment could ever turn an ape into a human. Apes
fling filth; humans publish newspapers, form
political parties and occasionally languish in
their parents’ basements wondering why life has
left them unfulfilled.

The fact that human beings place such a premi-
um on personal fulfillment brings us back to the
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reality of our inherent inquisitiveness. We wonder
why we were put here, and how we are supposed
to behave. And a growing movement in science
wants to tell us that a good part of the answer to
why we have so many questions is because we
were designed to ask them.

INQUIRING MINDS

This certainly is the assertion of philosopher Jay
Wesley Richards and astronomer Guillermo
Gonzalez, who teamed up to produce the book The
Privileged Planet. Analyzing the earth’s structure, its
life-supporting habitat, its position of safety within
both the solar system and Milky Way galaxy, and as
a platform for observing the cosmos, Richards and
Gonzalez conclude that humans and their home
are indeed unique. The evidence supports the
assumption that humans not only were designed
to be inquirers, they were placed in an exceptionally
well-suited position from which to inquire.®®

And yet to Darwinists—whose myths pervade
state-funded education, public museums and
popular culture—the idea that human beings
might be the product of design remains abom-
inable, even dangerous. As Dawkins put it: “If you
meet somebody who claims not to believe in evo-
lution, that person is ignorant, stupid or insane
(or wicked, but I'd rather not consider that).”

Materialists sneer at what they consider the irra-
tional nature of a design hypothesis, failing to grasp
that, as law professor Phillip Johnson points out, “To
theists ... the concept of a supernatural Mind in
whose image we are created is the essential meta-
physical basis for our confidence that the cosmos is
rational and to some extent understandable.”*®

Darwinists can only counter by declaring
humans a happy accident in a purposeless uni-
verse, insisting that even our own thoughts and
desires cannot be taken at face value. And it is on
this authority that they sift through old bones and
invent stories about where we came from, but
cannot tell us why we are here.
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Sacsayhuaman.

Sacsayhuaman.
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Richard Nisbet

ANCIENT WALLS

THERE ARE NO OTHER WALLS like these. They are
different from Stonehenge, different from the pyra-
mids of the Egyptians and the Maya, different from
any of the other ancient monolithic stonework.

The stones fit so perfectly that no blade of grass or
steel can slide between them. There is no mortar.
They often join in complex and irregular surfaces that
would appear to be a nightmare for the stonemason.

There is usually neither adornment nor inscrip-
tion. There is Elfin whimsy here, as well as raw,
primitive and mighty expression.

Most of these walls are found around Cuzco and
the Urubamba River Valley in the Peruvian Andes.
There are a few scattered examples elsewhere in
the Andes, but almost nowhere else on earth.

Mostly, the structures are beyond our ken. The
how, why and what simply baffle. Modern man can
neither explain nor duplicate.

Mysteries like this bring out explanations that
are scholarly, whimsical, inventive and ridiculous.

Mysteries like this bring out explanations that
are scholarly, whimsical, inventive and ridiculous.

Through these photographs and snippets of
lore and opinion, these pages hope to entertain,
tantalize and perhaps even inspire.

RICHARD NISBET: ANCIENT WALLS

Sacsayhuaman was supposedly completed
around 1508. Depending on who you listen to, it
took a crew of 20,000 to 30,000 men working
for 60 years.

Here is a mystery: The chronicler Garcilaso de la
Vega was born around 1530, and raised in the
shadow of these walls. And yet he seems not to
have had a clue as to how Sacsayhuaman was
built. He wrote:

...this fortress surpasses the constructions known
as the seven wonders of the world. For in the case
of a long broad wall like that of Babylon, or the
Colossus of Rhodes, or the pyramids of Egypt, or
the other monuments, one can see clearly how
they were executed...how, by summoning an
immense body of workers and accumulating more
and more material day by day and year by year,
they overcame all difficulties by employing human
effort over a long period. But it is indeed beyond
the power of imagination to understand how these
Indians, unacquainted with devices, engines and
implements, could have cut, dressed, raised and
lowered great rocks, more like lumps of hills than
building stones, and set them so exactly in their
places. For this reason, and because the Indians
were so familiar with demons, the work is attrib-
uted to enchantment...
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Cusco, from the hill above.

Surely a few of those 20,000 laborers were still
around when Garcilaso was young. Was everyone
struck with amnesia? Or is Sacsayhuaman much
older than we’ve been led to believe?

Archaeologists tell us that the walls of
Sacsayhuaman rose ten feet higher than their
remnants. That additional ten feet of stones sup-
plied the building materials for the cathedrals
and casas of the conquistadors.

It is generally conceded that these stones
were much smaller than those lithic monsters
that remain.

Perhaps the upper part of the walls, construct-
ed of small, regularly-shaped stones was the
only part of Sacsayhuaman that was built by the
Incas and “finished in 1508.” This could explain
why no one at the time of the conquest seemed
to know how those mighty walls were built.

Manco Capac, the first Inca, was divinely direct-
ed to go to Cuzco and settle there. That he did,
and through successive generations of rulers, this
little tribe expanded until it ruled an empire that
rivaled that of Rome. Cuzco, which they called the
“Navel of the World,” remained their capital.

Here’s a strange bit of lore: According to Indian
legend, Cuzco was so barren that no crops could
be grown there. In what is now the center of the
city, there was a lake and a bog. The second Inca,
Sinchi Roca, had the swamp drained and filled
with stones and logs until it was firm enough to
support their stone buildings. He also had thou-
sands of loads of good earth brought in and
spread over the land, making the valley fertile.
What could possibly have been the attraction of
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A huaca. Photo by Kurt Bennett.

this barren, boggy place? Suppose the magnifi-
cent lower walls of Sacsayhuaman were there
before Manco Capac came to Cuzco. That in itself
would be enough to make the place holy.

THE STRANGE STONE CARVINGS

What are these carvings in stone that seem to
serve no purpose, the steps that go nowhere, the
seats so hard to get to?

They are to be found in astonishing abundance
in the area around Cuzco. They are carved so
precisely, with their outside and inside corners
so sharp and fine.

How were they carved?

And even stranger, why were they carved?

How they were carved is still a mystery. The art is
lost, perhaps was lost even before the conquest.

The why is another matter. The answer proba-
bly lies in the complex and rigid religion of the
Incas. Most of these strange carvings are sacred
shrines called Huacas.

Every huaca had prescribed sacrifices to be
made on specific days. Most of the sacrifices
were not human, but Cobo claimed that 32 of
the shrines required human sacrifice, usually
of children. This is questioned by many who
see in his statistics a rationalization for the
conquest, which was, after all, a mission to
bring the true religion to the heathens.
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A huaca. Photo by Kurt Bennett.

Aldo at a huaca. Photo by Kurt Bennett.

RICHARD NISBET: ANCIENT WALLS
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Ollantaytambo. Photo by Kurt Bennett.

Mysterious “Bench” on the hill known as the Temple of the Moon, near Cusco.
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Scores of gigantic stones began their journey to Ollantaytambo at

the Kachita quarries, above.

There were supposedly 333 huacas in and around
Cuzco. They were situated along 40 so-called
“ceque” lines, which radiated like spokes of a
wheel from Coricancha, the “Temple of the Sun,”
in Cuzco.

Most of what we have been told about huacas
came from the Jesuit Priest Bernabe Cobo, who
wrote a hundred years after the conquest. Each
of the shrines was attended by a family. Every
huaca had prescribed sacrifices to be made on
specific days. Most of the sacrifices were not
human, but Cobo claimed that 32 of the shrines
required human sacrifice, usually of children.
This is questioned by many who see in his sta-
tistics a rationalization for the conquest, which
was, after all, a mission to bring the true religion
to the heathens.

Not far from Cuzco there is a hill they call the
Temple of the Moon. The hill has several caves
and many rock carvings. Some of the carvings
here show extreme weathering.

Notice the horizontal bar near the center of the
photograph. For lack of a better word, we’ll call it
a “bench.”

Two close shots of the “bench.” Notice the
rounded edges and general appearance of aging.
Some think this carving was made before the last
glacier carved its way through here thousands of
years ago.

Ollantaytambo is rare if not unique in Peru. The
gigantic monoliths you see here are part of what
was to be a shrine or temple.

At some time unknown, and for reasons unknown,
work mysteriously stopped on this huge project.

RICHARD NISBET: ANCIENT WALLS

Kachita quarries.

Scores of gigantic stones began their journey
from the quarry of Kachighata (in the upper left
corner of the photograph).

They were partially shaped in the quarry, then
slid down the hill and dragged across the river
and over the fields.

Once across the field, the stones were dragged
up a 1,200 foot ramp to the temple site.

MONOLITHS THAT DIDN’T MAKE IT

There is clear evidence of sudden abandonment
all along the way from the quarry to the construc-
tion site. Partially cut stones lie in the fields, on

Significantly, there seems to be no history,
no memory, no legends even of when or
why work stopped on this massive project.

the roads and the ramp. Some of these monsters,
like the one at left with the strange cups cut into
it, are as much as 20 feet long.

The local people call these “piedras consadas,”
weary stones. They were too tired to go any fur-
ther. Significantly, there seems to be no history,
no memory, no legends even of when or why work
stopped on this massive project.

The mountainside below the Kachighata quar-
ries is strewn with rocks that look like hunks of
salmon. Some are large and some are pebbles
that are like ball-bearings underfoot.

Often there is no trail. The going is difficult.
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1,200 foot ramp to the Ollantaytambo temple site, up which the “Piedras consada,” or “weary stones,” left lying about the mountainside

gigantic stones were moved. as though “too tired to go any further.”

Another “weary stone,” with mysterious cup marks. Damage at Sacsayhuaman.

Doug with anomalous wheel. The Incas did not have nor use wheels, Sacsayhuaman.

so who built it and why?
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THE ANOMALY THAT SHOULDN'T BE THERE

Higher in the quarries is an anomaly. There is
something there that shouldn’t be there.

We know that the Incas did not have the wheel.
Itis also pretty clear that the Spanish did no quar-
rying at Kachighata. They didn’'t need to. They
simply tore down existing structures and re-used
the stones for their own purposes.

So why is this wheel here, perched so nicely
2,000 feet above the river in the quarries? It is
apparently a millwheel, 62” in diameter with a
good part of the backside split off. (You can see a
hairline crack around the circumference of the
remaining piece.) Whoever attempted to make
this wheel obviously lacked the skill of those who
quarried stones for the temple. An expert quarry-
man would have seen this fracture coming and
found another rock for the job.

“It appears that the Inca technique of fitting the
blocks together was based largely on trial and
error. It is a laborious method, particularly if one
considers the size of some of the huge stones at
Sacsayhuaman or Ollantaytambo. What should be
kept in mind, however, is that time and labor
power were probably of little concern to the Incas,
who did not have a European notion of time and
had plenty of tribute labor from conquered peo-
ples at their disposal.” —Jean-Pierre Protzen,
Scientific American, February 1986

THE MYSTERIOUS MACHU PICCHU

Machu Picchu is one of the few places left
unscathed by the conquering Spaniards. Searching
for more gold, Pizarro marched his men up the
Urubamba River and around the horseshoe bend at
the base of the mountain.

Hiram Bingham was told of a plant whose juices softened rock so that

the surfaces would join perfectly... Considering the fact that lichen

softens stone to attach its roots, and considering the ongoing extinction

of plant species, perhaps this isn’t really such a far-fetched notion.

“How were such titanic blocks of stone brought to the
top of the mountain from the quarries many miles
away? How were they cut and fitted? How were they
raised and put in place? Now one knows, no one can
even guess. There are archaeologists, scientists, who
would have us believe that the dense, hard andesite
rock was cut, surfaced and faced by means of stone
or bronze tools. Such an explanation is so utterly
preposterous that it is not even worthy of serious
consideration. No one [has ever] found anywhere
any stone tool or implement that would cut or chip
the andesite, and no bronze ever made will make any
impression upon it.” —A. Hyatt & Ruth Verrill,
America’s Ancient Civilizations

Jean-Pierre Protzen proved the Verrills wrong. He
went to Cuzco and showed how river rocks could
be used as hammers to pound stones into the
desired shape.

RICHARD NISBET: ANCIENT WALLS

Serenely perched 1,500 feet above the thunder-
ing waters, Machu Picchu escaped the fate of most
of the Incan empire.

At some point, for reasons that elude us, life in
the city ended and the forest took dominion. It was
rediscovered in 1911 by a young American named
Hiram Bingham.

It is now generally thought that at the time of the
conquest, knowledge of Machu Picchu had been
lost by the Incas themselves. This hasn’t stopped
modern historians from somehow attributing its
construction to Pachacutec, the ninth Inca who
reigned in the mid-Fifteenth Century, and gets credit
for much of the achievements of that civilization.

Hiram Bingham was told of a plant whose juices
softened rock so that the surfaces would join per-
fectly. There are reports of such a plant, including
this one by an early Spanish chronicler: While
encamped by a rocky river, he watched a bird with
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Machu Picchu.

a leaf in its beak light on a rock, lay down the leaf
and peck at it. The next day the bird returned. By
then there was a concavity where the leaf had
been. By this method the bird created a drinking
cup to catch the splashing waters of the river.
Considering the fact that lichen softens stone to
attach its roots, and considering the ongoing
extinction of plant species, perhaps this isn't
really such a farfetched notion.

Erich von Daniken, in his series of books begin-
ning with Chariots of the Gods?, theorized that the
Andean stone works were built by aliens/gods
who visited the earth long ago, bringing civiliza-
tion to primitive man. The scientific community
simply snickered.

Whatever one thinks of his theories, he brought
to the public an awareness of the many ancient
monuments on the earth that seem to defy
rational explanation.

In his novel “Slapstick,” Kurt Vonnegut quips:

...there must have been days of light gravity in old
times, when people could play tiddley winks with
huge chunks of stone.

Pedro de Cieza de Leon wrote of an old Inca legend
about the creator-god, Viracocha. Once to show his
power he caused a huge fire, then extinguished it.
As a result of having been burnt so, the stones
were so light that even a large one could be picked
up as though it were made of cork.

The structures at Machu Picchu are not as
gigantic as those at Sacsayhuaman, but some
are surely finer. In a few cases, as in the “Temple
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Flower at Machu Picchu.

of Three Windows,” these walls stand among the
most inspired structures created by man.

SOME SPECULATION—WHERE ELSE
ARE STONE WORKS LIKE THESE FOUND?

There are curious connections between the
Andes and Easter Island... In the oldest
legends, Easter Island was called the “Navel
of the World.” Cuzco was called the same.

It may be that the only other place on earth where
such structures are found is Easter Island. The
most remote inhabited place in the world, this
barren speck of land boasts over 500 gigantic,
long-eared stone statues called Moai. There are
curious connections between the Andes and
Easter Island. For as long as we know, Easter
Island has had the potato and the totora reed, both
of Andean origin. In the oldest legends, Easter
Island was called the “Navel of the World.” Cuzco
was called the same.

Thor Heyerdahl explored the island in an ongoing
effort to prove his theory that people came to
Easter Island from the east, sailing the prevailing
currents. He believed that the walls there of the
Andean style were not built by those who carved
the Moai, but by an earlier civilization.

A study of underwater topography and plate
tectonics suggests a startling possibility.

Look at a map of the Pacific Ocean floor just off
the western coast of South America. There is an
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Temple at Machu Picchu.

Big Rocks at Machu Picchu.

RICHARD NISBET: ANCIENT WALLS
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From the NOAA map and Estil Seafloor Topog

underwater ridge that connects to the coast of Peru
at the fabled Nazca Plain. From there it extends out
in a jagged line to Easter Island. These two loca-
tions are at the opposite edges of the Nazca plate.

The Nazca Ridge is on the Nazca tectonic plate.
This plate is sliding under the South American
plate. As this happens the edge of the Nazca plate
pushes under the South American plate, lifting its
edge. This is usually a smooth and steady sub-
duction, but a global catastrophe of Noachean
magnitude would call off all bets.

The most-accepted current scientific model for
earth change today is uniformitarianism.
According to this model, geological changes are
now and always have been a gradual process.
This theory is being challenged by the proponents
of catastrophism, which posits that sometimes
sudden and dramatic changes occur on our
Terra-not-so-Firma. (The pummeling that comet
Shoemaker-Levy 9 gave Jupiter in 1994 gave
catastrophism a good boost.)

There is ample evidence that Lake Titicaca, now
at an elevation of 12,500 feet above sea level, was
once at sea level. | am suggesting that the Nazca
ridge, or part of it, might once have been above
sea level. This would have provided a partial land
bridge between Easter Island and South America.

The Nazca Plain, which is directly inland from the
juncture of the Nazca ridge and South America, is as
strange as Easter Island. It is covered with a jumble
of lines and drawings so huge that they can only be
comprehended from the air. Many theories have
been proposed to explain these markings, but none
of them that | know of have taken underwater topog-
raphy into account. Both the markings of the Nazca
Plain and the statues of Easter Island seem the
work of peoples possessed. Could it be that these
extraordinary efforts are the reaching-out of those
whose ancestors’ connection had been severed?
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Tectonic Plates—From a USGS Map.
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Nazca map.

THE CATASTROPHE

What may have been the cause is a matter of
debate, but it is widely agreed that something
earth-shaking occurred around 9600 B.c. It was
then that large numbers of flora and fauna
species (among them the mammoth and the
mastodon) disappeared. It has also been theorized
by respected scientists that the axis of the earth
shifted at that time. There are flood legends
recounting worldwide catastrophe in almost every
society on earth.

If such a worldwide jolt occurred, it is quite
possible that the Nazca plate could slip suddenly
under the South American plate, drastically low-
ering the one and raising the other.

Our home, the planet we call earth, is a thing
alive. We live on a crust of puzzle-like pieces that
float upon the fluid mantle below. Landmasses
rise and fall, ocean levels rise and fall, obscuring
what once was seen.

The ocean floor is a repository of mysteries. And
the more we explore that least-charted domain of
our environment, the more we find things that
contradict what we have believed is our planet’s
history. Our discoveries tell us this: Our civiliza-
tion, the one we call unique, the only organization
and exploitation of human potential that has existed
here on our planet, is perhaps not unique after all.
Our discoveries beneath the sea hint of peoples
and civilizations that rose and fell long, long
before our time.

UNDERGROUND!



Gary A. David

ALONG THE 33RD PARALLEL

A GLOBAL MYSTERY CIRCLE

WHAT'S IN A NUMBER?

The number 33 enigmatically stretches as a lati-
tude line across many diverse cultures in many
different times. Known in numerology as the
Master Teacher, 33 is the most influential of all
numbers, indicating selfless devotion to the spiri-
tual progress of humankind. The other two master
numbers, 11 (vision) and 22 (vision with action)
form the base of a two-dimensional pyramid, and
added together equal 33 (guidance to the world),
the apex of the pyramid.* On the reverse of the
Masonically-inspired Great Seal of the United
States is the pyramid with the all-seeing eye of
divine Reason at its apex. According to ritual
Freemasonry, 33 is considered sacred because, in
most cases, there is no higher degree or level to
which a Mason may aspire.

In a Biblical context we note that King David
ruled in Jerusalem for 33 years, Jacob had 33 sons
and daughters and Jesus Christ was crucified at
age 33. Two interpenetrating triangles whose apex-
es point in opposite directions form the hexagram
of the Star of David (three plus three equals six).
On the other hand, three times three equals nine,
or the Ennead, the nine primal gods of Egyptian
mythology. Dante ended canto 33 of the
Purgatorio, the second section of his Divine
Comedy, with: “...perfect, pure and ready for the
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Stars.”” Canto 33 of the Paradiso, or the third
section, concludes with lines about the poet being
turned “as in a wheel whose motion nothing
jars/by the Love that moves the Sun and the other
stars.” It is more than a coincidence that the 33rd
canto of each section concludes with parallel lines
regarding the celestial; it may instead be the code
from a lost ancient tradition.

It is more than a coincidence that the 33rd
canto of each section concludes with parallel
lines regarding the celestial; it may instead
be the code from a lost ancient tradition.

This number even permeates the biological
realm studied by science: 33 is the number of
turns in a complete sequence of DNA.* A more
ominous connotation appears in the 33rd ele-
ment of the periodic table. Arsenic is a brittle,
steel-gray substance that is actively poisonous.
The Greek root arsen means “male, strong” or
“virile,” which suggests the active reach of this
potent and potentially deadly number across the
globe. Indeed, when we consider the northern
latitude of 33 degrees, some intriguing synchronic-
ities, or “meaningful coincidences,” are found.®
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These ancient American Indians created an estimated total of 500 miles of

canals to irrigate over 25,000 acres in the Phoenix Basin —all constructed

with mere digging sticks, stone implements and woven carrying baskets.

In fact, no wheelbarrows or draft animals were ever used.

YOU SAY PHOENIX AND | SAY PHOENICIA

The first stop on our tour along the 33rd parallel is
the metropolis of Phoenix, Arizona, located at 33
degrees 30 minutes latitude. Gleaming like a steel
and glass mirage surrounded by ironwood, palo
verde and saguaro cactus, this modern American
city lies in a brown cloud of auto exhaust at the
northern end of the Sonoran Desert. With its
imported palm trees and omnipresent swimming
pools that shimmer when seen from high in the air
like turquoise and silver jewelry on a jet-setter’s
tanned breast, Phoenix is pervaded with the aura
of the foreign and the bizarre. Few casual tourists
realize, however, that this was once the center of
the ancient Hohokam culture.

The largest Hohokam site, known as Snaketown,
was located about five miles north of the exact 33
degree line, while the ruins of the astronomical
observatory called Casa Grande still rest about five
miles south of the line. The Hohokam inhabited
the Valley of the Sun perhaps as early as 300 B.C.E.
(about the time of Alexander the Great and the
Ptolemaic Dynasties in Egypt) and built one of the
world’s most extensive irrigation systems. These
ancient American Indians created an estimated
total of 500 miles of canals to irrigate over 25,000
acres in the Phoenix Basin—all constructed with
mere digging sticks, stone implements and woven
carrying baskets. In fact, no wheelbarrows or draft
animals were ever used. The main canals leading
from the Salt and Gila rivers measured up to 75
feet across at the top and 50 feet wide at the
bottom.® As southwestern archaeologist H. M.
Wormington observes, “The scope of the canal
project suggests comparisons with the erection of
the huge pyramids of Egypt or the great temples of
the Maya.”” Clearly this monumental technology
was the key factor that allowed the desert dwelling
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people to inhabit their extremely harsh region for
well over a thousand years.

Skipping across the Atlantic on the same paral-
lel, we find a number of intriguing sites in the Old
World. For instance, at a latitude of 33 degrees 19
minutes was located the primary Phoenician sea-
port of Tyre (now called Sir), almost 50 miles
south of Beirut. Dating back as early as 5000
B.C.E., Tyre was renowned for a purple-red dye
obtained from the snails of the genus Murex.® The
color is one of the meanings of the word “phoenix,”
which the ancient Egyptians sometimes associat-
ed with the purple heron. Back in North America
the “place of the heron” refers to Aztlan, the
Nahuatl word for the mythical land that the Aztecs
inhabited after emerging from Chicomostoc, the
Seven Caves located in the bowels of the earth.’
Chicano folklore identifies Aztlan as that portion of
Mexico taken over by the U.S. after the Mexican-
American War of 1846—in part, the Arizona
Territory, where the settlement of Phoenix arose.

During the Tenth Century B.c.t. King Hiram of
Tyre supplied King Solomon with craftsmen,
metallurgists, cedar wood, architectural design
and presumably the esoteric symbolism of these
two columns for the construction of his temple
at Jerusalem.

The Masonic author Albert Pike states that Tyre
was the seat of the Osirian Mysteries after they
had been imported from Egypt.”® Pike asserts that
the two massive columns located at the entrance
of the Tyrian Temple of Malkarth were consecrated
to the Winds and to Fire. This pair is thought to be
the prototype of Jachin and Boaz, the two pillars
found on the eastern wall of every Masonic temple
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in the world. On the right, or to the south, is Jachin,
which means “He shall establish” and signifies an
active, vivifying force; on the left, or to the north, is
Boaz, which means “In it is strength” and connotes
passive stability and permanence.* Freemasons
Christopher Knight and Robert Lomas suggest that
the former represents the winter solstice sunrise,
while the latter the summer solstice sunrise.*
Although this is possible, we propose that Jachin
represents the southern stargate between
Sagittarius and Scorpius while Boaz signifies the
northern stargate between Gemini and Taurus.®
Our assumption is based on the fact that in the
York Rite of Freemasonry a celestial globe symbol-
izing ex-carnation (i.e., a spirit leaving its present
body) is found atop Jachin while a terrestrial globe
representing incarnation is positioned atop Boaz.*
During the Tenth Century B.C.e. King Hiram of
Tyre supplied King Solomon with craftsmen, met-
allurgists, cedar wood, architectural design and
presumably the esoteric symbolism of these two
columns for the construction of his temple at
Jerusalem (1 Kings 7:13-22)."® In addition to being
besieged at various times by Nebuchadrezzar,
Alexander the Great, the Romans and others, the
trade capital city-state of Tyre was conquered by
the Crusaders in the Twelfth Century A.p., who built
a Knights Templar church there.

Some speculate that the orientation of the two
pillars imitates obelisks placed before the pylons
of Egyptian temples, especially those of the
Heliopolitan temple of Thothmes (Tuthmosis) I,
who reigned in the Fifteenth Century B.C.E. as the
militarily expansionist pharaoh of the Eighteenth
Dynasty. He is also thought to be founder of the
Order of the Rosy Cross, or the Rosicrucians.**The
archaeologist Sir Flinders Petrie even found
records in the Libyan desert that describe a secret
Masonic guild meeting held circa 2000 B.c.E. “The
guild met to discuss working hours, wages and
rules for daily labor. It convened in a chapel and
provided relief to widows, orphans and workers in
distress. The organizational duties described in
the papyri are very similar to those of ‘Warden’ and
‘Master’ in a modern branch of the Brotherhood
which evolved from those guilds: Freemasonry.””
It seems that all roads lead to—Egypt.

Also of interest near the 33rd parallel is Byblos,
a bit farther north of Tyre at a latitude of 34
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A bit farther east at nearly the same latitude is
located Baalbeck, an ancient megalithic temple
constructed with some of the largest stone blocks
ever cut. Extracted and hauled from a quarry many
miles away, these megaliths include one block
measuring 80 feet long and weighing 1100 tons.

degrees 08 minutes. The name of this city state
is derived from the Greek ta b blia, which means
“the book,” or “bible.” Indeed, the invention of a
Phoenician alphabetic phonetic script occurred
here and eventually spread to the Greek world.™
A bit farther east at nearly the same latitude is
located Baalbeck, an ancient megalithic temple
constructed with some of the largest stone blocks
ever cut. Extracted and hauled from a quarry
many miles away, these megaliths include one
block measuring 80 feet long and weighing 1100
tons.” In this section we have seen how Phoenix
and Phoenicia are linked by latitude. We shall now
continue eastward to encounter other significant
ancient sites along the same parallel.

A PASSAGE TO CHINA

A little over 500 miles east of these Phoenician
cities at 33 degrees 20 minutes is modern-day
Baghdad in Iraq, with Babylon located about 55
miles to the south. This ancient capital of
Mesopotamia on the banks of the Euphrates
River was once the largest city in the world,
encompassing over 2,500 acres. The construc-
tion of Babylon began during the Twenty-Third
Century B.C.E. and included the Temple of Marduk
(known as Esagila) as well as the legendary Tower
of Babel (identified as Etemenanki). The latter
structure was a seven-tiered ziggurat rising to a
height of 300 feet with a base on each side
measuring the same distance. This measure-
ment, incidentally, equals the length of the
Hohokam platform mound at Pueblo Grande in
Arizona. On the eastern side of the city was an
outer rampart of triple wall construction extending
for 11 miles. A network of irrigation canals remi-
niscent of the Hohokam also once served the city.
In addition, the terraced Hanging Gardens were
one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World.*
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This “city and a tower” (Genesis 11:4) was known
as Ba-bel, the legendary site of the linguistic con-
founding. “The biblical interpretation of the name is
fanciful. The Bible connects Babel with the Hebrew
verb Balal, ‘to confuse,’” whereas it really comes
from Bab-ili, which in Babylonian means ‘Gate of
God.”"* This terrestrial correlation to another sort of
stargate is perhaps a reference to the Processional
Way leading to Ishtar Gate, both of which were
adorned with glazed blue enameled figures of lions,
bulls and dragons. Pike maintains that the temple
contained a representation in silver of two large
serpents. “The Greeks called Bel Beliar; and
Hesychius interprets that word to mean dragon or
great serpent. We learn from the book of Bel and
the Dragon, that in Babylon was kept a great, live
serpent, which the people worshipped.”?* This
reminds us of the Place of the Snakes, or the
Hohokam site of Snaketown, as well as of the Hopi
biennial Snake Dance ceremony still performed
with live rattlesnakes on the high desert of Arizona.

The White Pyramid was supposedly built after
the old emperors, known as “the sons of heaven,”
descended to earth in their “fiery metallic
dragons” and began to rule China. Its interior

is rumored to be a model of this empire with a
jeweled roof depicting the constellations and
rivers of flowing mercury.

In more recent times Babylon played a significant
role in the rituals of Freemasonry and continues to
do so. For instance, Knight and Lomas discovered
that the ceremony for the Royal Arch of Solomon
Degree (13th degree) entails the candidate and
two others playing the roles of the three Master
Masons of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshech and
Abednego. According to the narrative told in the
ritual, these children of the Babylonian captivity
desire to assist in the rebuilding of the Temple of
Solomon. Thus, Babylon’s symbolic importance,
which the co-authors believe extends back to at
least Knights Templar times and probably before,
is re-emphasized inside every Masonic lodge to
the present day.*

Traveling along the 33rd parallel from the
Middle East to the Far East, we encounter the
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fabulous White Pyramid, located about 60 miles
southwest of X'ian (Sian or Hsian) in the Qin Ling
Shan Mountains of China’s Shensi Province. This
city was made famous for the nearby discovery of
the Terra Cota Warriors. Resting at almost the same
latitude as Phoenix’s 33 degrees, this massive
stepped pyramid constructed of clay is estimated to
be 1,000 feet high and 1,500 feet at the base!
The current politics of the country have thus far
prevented any detailed study of the structure, but
it is thought to be 4,500-5,000 years old—the
approximate age of the pyramids at Giza. The
White Pyramid was supposedly built after the old
emperors, known as “the sons of heaven,”
descended to earth in their “fiery metallic dragons”
and began to rule China. Its interior is rumored to
be a model of this empire with a jeweled roof
depicting the constellations and rivers of flowing
mercury. The region also contains up to one hun-
dred more pyramids.*

HIGHWAY 33 REVISITED

Back on the North American continent, if we jour-
ney somewhat over 1,500 miles east of Phoenix
along latitude 33 north, we find the Moundville
site lying exactly on the line. This city, constructed
by the Mississippian culture along the Black
Warrior River in central Alabama from A.n. 1000
through A.n. 1450, had a population of over
1,000—second in size and complexity to ancient
Cahokia in lllinois. The 26 earthen platform
mounds arranged in a circular pattern are similar
in structure to those in Arizona’s Valley of the Sun,
with temples and residences for the elite priest-
hood likewise built on top. One of the larger
mounds is a ramped pyramid that rises to a height
of 58 feet. In addition, the town was protected on
three sides by wooden palisades, much like the
Hohokam villages along the Salt and Gila Rivers.”
Did the earlier Hohokam culture of the American
Southwest somehow influence the later develop-
ment of this Mound Builder culture in the
American Southeast? The many similarities
between the two seem to point in that direction.
A few other Mound Builder cities were settled
quite near the 33rd parallel. Approximately ten
miles southwest of the town of Lake Providence
(32 degrees 49 minutes) on the Mississippi River
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Resembling some sort of fowl flying toward the sunset, this mound was

constructed using 300,000 cubic yards of clay, or the equivalent of ten

million 50-pound baskets. To truly realize the shape of the bird, one needs

to be at least a thousand feet or so in the air.

floodplain in northeastern Louisiana is Poverty
Point State Historic Site. Constructed in 1800
B.C.E. (much earlier than even the Hohokam set-
tlements), a C-shaped or perhaps a partially
octagon-shaped earthwork three-quarters of a
mile across was formed by six concentric ridges
that are 140 to 200 feet apart and four to six feet
high. To the west of this earthwork, Bird Mound
rises 72 feet high and extends 600 to 800 feet at
its base. Resembling some sort of fowl flying
toward the sunset, this mound was constructed
using 300,000 cubic yards of clay, or the equiva-
lent of ten million 50-pound baskets. To truly
realize the shape of the bird, one needs to be at
least a thousand feet or so in the air. Poverty
Point was almost entirely abandoned circa 1350
B.C.E., indicating over five centuries of cultural
development, though minor construction on the
earthworks continued until A.0. 700.?®

Even closer to the magic number 33, though
neither as impressive nor as old as Poverty Point,
are the Winterville Mounds, located six miles
north of the town of Greenville in west-central
Mississippi (33 degrees 25 minutes). Inhabited
between A.n. 1000 and 1450, the site includes 23
flat-topped mounds, with the main Temple Mound
rising 55 feet.”

About four miles south of Cartersville in north-
western Georgia (34 degrees 11 minutes) is
Etowah Indian Mound State Park. “White settlers
understood the Creek and the later Cherokee to
call this site “Hightower,” possibly for Itawa or
ltalwa (city?). The name Etowah may also be a
corruption of this word.”*® It is interesting to note
that the Hopi word for the sun deity is Tawa.
Etowah was first inhabited in A.0. 950 and con-
tains three major mounds. One is a ceremonial
mound 63 feet in height and another is a burial
mound in which were found numerous artifacts
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including copper ear ornaments, stone effigies
and seashells along with obsidian and grizzly bear
teeth from the Rocky Mountains.”

Closer to the home of the Hohokam on the
western side of the Colorado River are located a
number of geoglyphs (also called “intaglios”).
These figures, formed in the desert by removal of
darker pebbles to reveal a lighter undersurface,
are sometimes hundreds of feet in length. One
group (the Blythe complex) is positioned about 16
miles north of Blythe, California (33 degrees 40
minutes) while another group (the Ripley complex)
is located about 12 miles south of Blythe. In addi-
tion to human and animal figures, snakes, spirals,
stars, circles and other geometric figures, a
Knights Templar-like Maltese cross nearly ten feet
in diameter has been found adjacent to a
humanoid figure at the Ripley complex.*® One
anthropoid geoglyph in the area has been associ-
ated with the Hopi Fire Clan deity Masau’u.*
Hence, we find that many different tribes were
apparently involved in these rituals dating back
from between 1,100 and 3,000 years ago.*

Because these earth forms, like the Nazca
lines in Peru or Bird Mound at Poverty
Point, are best appreciated from the air,
they were probably intended to be an
homage to the sky gods.

Because these earth forms, like the Nazca lines
in Peru or Bird Mound at Poverty Point, are best
appreciated from the air, they were probably
intended to be an homage to the sky gods.

The geoglyphs together with other cairns, stone
circles and cleared dance paths may be ritually
associated with the huge network of interconnected
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trails found in the low desert upon which the
ancients made pilgrimages. One such pilgrimage,
called the keruk, is performed even today by the
Yuman-speaking tribes (viz., the Yuma, Mohave,
Cocopa and Maricopa) in a four-day trek to
Avikwa'ame, the sacred mountain to the north, in
order to celebrate the cosmogony.*® “The route ran
from Pilot Knob, or Avikwal [near Yuma, Arizona],
the spirit house where the dead dwell at the
southern end of the river, to Avikwa’ame, or Spirit
Mountain, where the earth was created, in the

star symbols and various abstract or geometric
designs, including a Maltese cross within a circle
surrounded by a ring of 17 dots.* “Distinctive at
Three Rivers is the circle-dot motif; one investiga-
tor who took the trouble to count found it to be the
single most common element at this site.
Interestingly enough, its presence elsewhere is
negligible, and its symbolic content has not been
determined, although it occurs in various con-
texts in Mesoamerica. Possibly it refers to
Quetzalcoatl.”® This deity, of course, is known as

One of the largest rock art sites in the southwest, this park contains

over 20,000 glyphs scattered over 50 acres.

north. This pilgrimage was intended to honor the
creation, and ritually retrace the path of
Mastamho [the creator-deity, whose hame echoes
the Hopi god Masau’'u mentioned above] in his
mythic adventures.”** Here we find a north-south
dichotomy similar to that found along the Nile,
with the “Mound of Creation” (i.e., Heliopolis)
located to the north. Atop Avikwa'ame, legends
say, was a great house named Aha-avulypo or,
literally, “Dark Round House.”* The north-south
road itself was named Kwatcan, the “first trail to
the homeland.” The Hopi word for “track” is
kuku’at, but the word for “grandfather” is the near
homophone kwa’at.*® Perhaps the suffix -can is a
variant of ka-, part of the word kachina.* Either
“spirits of the track” or “spirits of the grandfa-
thers” may be the intended meaning. Midway on
this spirit road between the sacred mountain of
the north and the mouth of the Colorado River
are the aforementioned geoglyphs at the 33rd
degree of latitude.

Also on this line is the Three Rivers Petroglyphs
site, located on the western base of the
Sacramento Mountains 18 miles west of Ruidoso,
New Mexico (33 degrees 19 minutes). One of the
largest rock art sites in the southwest, this park
contains over 20,000 glyphs scattered over 50
acres. Carved atop a ridge by the Mogollon culture
between A.D. 900 and 1400 (contemporary with
the late Hohokam period),* these figures include
anthropomorphs, zoomorphs, kachina masks,
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the Plumed Serpent. Three Rivers Site is also
unique because it is one of only a few places in
the Southwest that were used primarily for rock
art rather than it being merely an adjunct to the
village.” However, another site lying exactly on the
33rd parallel was also used expressly for this
purpose. Near Gila Bend, Arizona about 62 miles
west of Snaketown (mentioned above) is Painted
Rocks [sic] State Park, which has thousands of
petroglyphs of similar designs—not “painted” but
pecked into the boulders.*?

A fascinating site also in the general vicinity of
Phoenix is called the Circlestone Observatory (33
degrees 28 minutes). High in the Superstition
Mountains, about 54 miles east of the metropolis,
lies an elliptical “medicine wheel” constructed of
a stone wall three feet thick with a circumference
of 427 feet. On his extensive and thoroughly
detailed Web site, New Zealand researcher Martin
Doutré claims that this structure incorporates
various navigational codes, including phi, or the
Golden Ratio (1.618...). “Ancient astronomer
mathematicians built sites like Circlestone as
repositories of codes and places where initiates
could be taught age-old principles.” Doutré further
suggests that Circlestone was used by colonists
from the eastern Mediterranean or Europe who
may have operated a gold mine—perhaps the
famous Lost Dutchman’s Mine itself.”* Although
American Indians may instead have constructed
this site for an astronomical observatory similar
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“Ancient astronomer mathematicians built sites
like Circlestone as repositories of codes and
places where initiates could be taught age-old
principles.” Doutré further suggests that
Circlestone was used by colonists from the east-
ern Mediterranean or Europe who may have
operated a gold mine —perhaps the famous Lost
Dutchman’s Mine itself.

to the one at Casa Malpais near Springerville,
Arizona (34 degrees 10 minutes), Doutré’s theory
is nonetheless an intriguing one.

Four other ancient sites along latitude 33 north
warrant brief mentions. Gila Cliff Dwellings National
Monument (33 degrees 22 minutes) is located in a
rugged and isolated region about 60 miles west of
Truth or Consequences, New Mexico. Reminiscent
of the seven Aztecan caves mentioned above, five
caves in the Mogollon Mountains of southwestern
New Mexico contain about 40 masonry and adobe
rooms built circa A.n. 1280, although semi-subter-
ranean pit houses have been found nearby dating
back to circa A.n. 100.*

In saguaro cactus country about 56 miles
northeast of Phoenix is Tonto National Monument
(33 degrees 44 minutes), which also contains cliff
dwellings within shallow caves. Constructed of
unshaped quartzite and adobe mortar, these
ruins, inhabited in the mid-Fourteenth Century,
contained 70 rooms within three caves.*

About 40 miles due east of the small town of
San Carlos, Arizona (33 degrees 24 minutes) is
Point of Pines Ruin. Occupied between A.p. 1200
and 1500, this huge masonry pueblo contained
800 rooms, a central plaza, a surrounding wall
and a great kiva.* The site is also one of the few
in the Southwest that shows evidence of three
different cultures living together: the Hohokam,
the Mogollon and the Anasazi—the last group
named migrating from the Hopi country to the
north.” The population is estimated to have been
between 2,000 and 3,000.® Incidentally, five or
so miles to the south is a hot springs called
Arsenic Tubs, number 33 on the periodic table.

And finally, Besh-ba-gowah Archaeological
Park, located one and a half miles south of down-
town Globe, Arizona (33 degrees 25 minutes),
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was a granite cobble pueblo of 250-plus rooms
inhabited between A.p. 1225 and 1450. The arti-
facts found include copper bells and macaw
feathers from Mesoamerica, as well as shells
from the Gulf of Mexico and the California coast.*
“Besh-ba-gowah” is an Apache phrase meaning
“place of the metal,” referring to the copious sil-
ver and copper deposits in the area. In fact, the
town of Globe was so named because of the
1875 discovery of a globe-shaped mass nine
inches in diameter, made of 99% pure silver and
valued at $12,000. Curiously, reports also stated
that the continents of the earth were etched
upon its surface. The whereabouts of this artifact
are currently unknown.*

A BRIEF HISTORY OF 33

Entering the historical period, we find hovering near
the 33rd parallel a number of provocative syn-
chronicities. For instance, the first Supreme Council
of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of
Freemasonry, Southern Jurisdiction of the United
States, was established in 1801 at Charleston,
South Carolina. This charming antebellum port city
and hub of Southern culture is located less than 15
miles south of the 33rd parallel. Called the
Solomon Lodge No.1, the Masonic meeting place
was known as the Mother Lodge of the world.*
Shortly before the close of World War Il, Franklin
D. Roosevelt died suddenly of a cerebral hemor-
rhage at Warm Springs, Georgia, which is less
than ten miles south of 33 degrees latitude. (This
town, incidentally, is located about 35 miles north-
east of Phenix City, Alabama.) It is noteworthy (no
pun intended) that in the mid-30s FDR, a 32nd
degree Mason and the 32nd president of the U.S.,
initiated the printing of the reverse side of the
Great Seal (the pyramidal eye mentioned at the
beginning of this essay) on the legal tender.
Roosevelt was succeeded in April of 1945 by 33rd
degree Mason Harry S. Truman. (The “S.” suppos-
edly stood for Solomon.) On July 16 of the same
year, the first atomic device—the Gadget, as it was
called—was detonated at Trinity Site, New Mexico:
33 degrees 41 minutes north latitude. Spanish
explorers originally called this area La Jornada del
Muerto, or “The Journey of the Dead,” but now the
site is marked by a small stone obelisk erected
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20 years or so after the explosion.®> (Was this
monument Masonically inspired?)®® A few weeks
after the explosion at Trinity Site the 33rd presi-
dent of the United States ordered the annihilation of
two Japanese cities by nuclear bombs dropped
from B-29 bombers. The 33rd parallel runs
exactly between Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Two
years after the war ended, the modern “flying
saucer” age began in earnest when something
crashed near Roswell, New Mexico—33 degrees
26 minutes north latitude.

Bringing us up to the present day, the so-called
Phoenix Lights were witnessed by hundreds or
perhaps thousands of people. On the evening of

continued southeast above Interstate 10 and was
sighted in the Tucson area at about 8:45.>*

At approximately 9:50 p.m. an arc of amber
“orbs” measuring one mile across appeared
above the Estrella Mountains about 20 miles
southwest of Phoenix. “Spanish explorers named
the range Estrella (‘star’) after the pattern of
deeply carved canyons radiating from the sum-
mit.”** This display of lights videotaped by scores
of people in the Phoenix area was possibly related
to the earlier sightings. At the time of this latter
UFO sighting the constellation Orion would have
been seen hovering over the southwestern hori-
zon, were it not for urban light pollution. In fact, at

In fact, the town of Globe was so named because of the 1875 discovery of a

globe-shaped mass nine inches in diameter, made of 99% pure silver and valued

at $12,000. Curiously, reports also stated that the continents of the earth were

etched upon its surface. The whereabouts of this artifact are currently unknown.

March 13, 1997 an immense triangular UFO
perhaps a mile wide flew over the American
Southwest. First sighted over Henderson, Nevada
at 6:55 p.m. (Pacific Standard Time) traveling
southeast, this virtually silent craft (for lack of a
better term) had a number of lights evenly spaced
on its leading edge. It was next seen over the
village of Paulden, Arizona (nearly 25 miles north
of the town of Prescott) at 8:17 p.m. (Mountain
Standard Time), after which it was observed ten
miles to the south in Chino Valley, where it appar-
ently streaked over the present author’s house,
who missed seeing the event by a matter of min-
utes. Just one minute after the Paulden sighting,
it was reported over Prescott Valley, which is 23
miles south-southeast of the former. By 8:23 the
object had reached the Phoenix metro area roughly
75 miles away, where it hovered for about four or
five minutes over the vicinity of the Indian School
Rd. and Seventh Avenue intersection. The UFO
next entered Sky Harbor Airport’s air space,
where air controllers in the tower and the flight
crew from at least one commercial airliner viewed
it, although radar failed to detect it. The craft
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9:49 p.m. when the final phase of the event was
beginning, Alnilam, the middle star of the Belt,
was 33 degrees above the horizon at an azimuth
of 242 degrees. If a line is drawn from the State
Capitol to the Estrella range’s Monument Hill (the
initial point for surveying of property in Arizona),
the azimuth is also 242 degrees. At the latitude of
Phoenix this is the exact point of the winter sol-
stice sunset as well. Thus, these orbs appeared at
a significant archaeo-astronomical position in the
sky and also in the precise region where Orion
happened to be at that particular time. Above the
right hand of Orion between the constellations
Gemini and Auriga is the northern stargate previ-
ously mentioned, located at a declination (celestial
latitude) of 33 degrees.

One odd aspect to the Phoenix Lights story is
that, other than a few minor write-ups in local news-
papers, they were not reported in any national
media until June 18, over three months later, when
USA Today®® ran a front-page article picked up by
other media. In any event, one of the most intriguing
UFO sightings in decades was focused upon the
33rd parallel—a paramount Masonic number.
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The 33rd parallel is a path of power across
the globe, a circuit that links both time and
space in order to vitalize the dynamo of a
mystery we are just now beginning to redlize.

Why are so many significant ancient and historic
sites located along the 33rd parallel? Perhaps the
ancients discovered a ley line of dragon energy
corresponding to this latitude, and constructed
temples and sacred cities in order to utilize this
terrestrial chi. Or perhaps the numerological and
Masonic significance of 33 dictated that monu-
ments to this sacred number be erected as a signal
to future generations. Whatever the rationale,
the 33rd parallel is a path of power across the
globe, a circuit that links both time and space in
order to vitalize the dynamo of a mystery we are
just now beginning to realize.
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David Hatcher Childress

DID THE INCAS BUILD MACHU PICCHU?

What concerns me is not the way things are, but rather the way people think things are.

— Epictetus (55-135)

If thou seekest El Dorado thou must ride, boldly ride over the Mountains of the Moon through the

valley of the shadow...
— Edgar Allen Poe

DID THE INCAS BUILD Machu Picchu? Many
archaeologists will say that they did. Yet many an
archaeologist will say that Machu Picchu, and
other megalithic monuments in the Andes, are
pre-Inca. | am one of these people, and | will
endeavor to make my case that many of the
claimed Inca monuments were built hundreds, if
not thousands of years previously.

Certainly, the Incas inhabited these grand
buildings, as they are virtually indestructible.
Even today in Cuzco, where many megalithic
buildings still survive, Spanish colonizers are now
living in these buildings (many turned into con-
vents, churches, restaurants and even hotels)—
but these Spanish occupiers did not build these
buildings. They were already standing for hun-
dreds of years before the Spanish occupied
them. Were they already standing when the
Incas occupied them?

DAVID HATCHER CHILDRESS: DID THE INCAS BUILD MACHU PICCHU?

Probably the best way to start our argument is to
quickly review some of the basic “facts” about the
Incas and what little we know of their history. The

While the Egyptians had literally thousands
of years to create their enduring monuments
of colossal stone, the Incas managed to do it
in a very short time period indeed — according
to mainstream archaeologists.

Incas are a recent political power in the many thou-
sands of years of South American history and at
the time of the conquest they were the rulers of the
largest native empire of the Americas.
Mainstream historians say that near the end of
the Fourteenth Century the empire began to
expand from its initial base in the Cuzco region of
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the southern Andes mountains of South America.
It ended abruptly with the Spanish invasion led by
Francisco Pizarro in 1532. At the time of its demise
the empire controlled an estimated 12 million
people in much of what is now Peru and Ecuador,
as well as in large parts of Chile, Bolivia and
Argentina. But, strangely, this huge empire is said
to have only begun a few generations before the
Spanish arrival. What is more, all of the megalithic
monuments of the Incas were built within this
short period as well—a period of only one or two
hundred years ending in 1532. While the
Egyptians had literally thousands of years to create
their enduring monuments of colossal stone, the
Incas managed to do it in a very short time period
indeed—according to mainstream archaeologists.

THE INCA EMPIRE IN MAINSTREAM
ARCHAEOLOGY

The Incas called their land Tawantinsuyu, which in
Quechua, the language spoken in the Inca Empire,
means the “four parts.” A land of markedly diverse
terrain and climate, it included a long coastal
desert strip, broken by rich irrigated valleys, the
high peaks and deep fertile valleys of the Andes
and the mountainous edges of the tropical forest
to the east. The term Inca refers to the ruler him-
self as well as to the people of the valley of Cuzco,
the capital of the empire. It is sometimes used to
refer to all of the peoples included within
Tawantinsuyu, but this is not strictly correct. Most
of the dozens of smaller local kingdoms retained

The early period of the empire is shrouded in
mystery. An official version of early Incan history
was told to the Spanish invaders, but it is diffi-
cult to separate actual historical events from the
myth and legends with which they were mixed.
The first Inca is said to be Manco Capac.
According to legend, he appeared with his broth-
er, his brother’'s wife and his own wife on the
Island of the Sun in Lake Titicaca. He declared
himself sent by God to rule the peoples of the
Andes. He set up his capital at Cuzco and founded
the Incan Dynasty. It is generally assumed by
historians that the wonderful city of Cuzco was
built at this time. As we shall see later, it is far
more likely that most of the city of Cuzco, and
Sacsayhuaman, the megalithic fortress above
Cuzco, were both already in existence.

The Grolier 1977 Encyclopedia, quoting standard
texts on the Incas, says the empire didn’t really
get started until about the year 1300:

The Incan empire probably started out as a small
kingdom, similar to many others in the Andes during
the Fourteenth Century. A powerful state centered
at Huari, in the vicinity of what is now Ayacucho,
Peru, and well to the north of Cuzco, had apparently
controlled the area several centuries earlier, but
by the Tenth Century small feuding kingdoms
dominated the scene. The reasons for the Incas’
earliest triumphs over their neighbors are impos-
sible to discern from existing sources. It is not
known for certain whether Manco Capac, listed as
the founding ruler, was a historical personage.

They are believed to have been taken to the secret city in the mountain

jungles of eastern Peru known as Paititi, where they remain to this day.

Other stories maintain that the gold-clad mummies are kept in a secret

tunnel system beneath the Sacsayhuaman fortress.

their identities even though politically and econom-
ically subject to the Incas. Quechua was the official
language and was spoken in most of the realm by
the time the Spanish arrived, but at least 20 local
languages persisted in various parts of the empire.
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There are said to have been 14 Inca kings before
the final Inca Atahualpa. Each of these kings was
mummified upon his death and then covered in
gold leaf. The mummies of these former emperors
were kept in the Sun Temple at Cuzco until the
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time of the conquest, when they disappeared.
They are believed to have been taken to the secret
city in the mountain jungles of eastern Peru
known as Paititi, where they remain to this day.
Other stories maintain that the gold-clad mum-
mies are kept in a secret tunnel system beneath
the Sacsayhuaman fortress.

The Inca Pachacuti, who reigned c. 1440-1470,
was the ruler responsible for the Inca expansion
into an empire, although legend credits Manco
Capac with founding the royal dynasty. Pachacuti is
the first of the Inca rulers whose historical identity
is unquestionable. The details of his conquests
may have been distorted by the glorification of
Pachacuti in official Inca oral history. It is clear,
however, that he was brilliant both as a strategist
of conquests and organizer of empires. The heart
of the empire was built up during his reign. During
the final stage of his rule Pachacuti was assisted
by his son and successor Topa Inca, who was as
talented in conquest and statecraft as his father.
Together they expanded the empire to nearly the
size encountered by the Spanish in 1532.

Were the astonishing megalithic structures
in the vicinity of the Inca capital of Cuzco all
built by the Incas in the few hundred years
prior to the arrival of the Spanish, or were
many of the structures (if not all of them)
already in existence before the Incas?

In about 1470 the Incas captured the rich and
powerful Chimu kingdom on the north coast of
what is now Peru. With that major conquest won,
little remained to challenge Inca expansion
throughout what then constituted the “civilized
world” of South America. Pachacuti’s sons helped
to complete the conquests. The heir Topa Inca
(who reigned from 1471 to 93) pressed on to the
northern border of present-day Ecuador before
ascending the throne. During his reign the south
coast of Peru was conquered (1476), as was
northern Chile, much of northwestern Argentina
and a portion of the Bolivian plateau. In parts of
this vast territory, notably along the south coast of
Peru, the price of conquest was high; great losses
on both sides and the virtual extinction of local
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groups resulted. In addition, rebellions that sprang
up periodically among previously conquered
peoples had to be quelled.

In the last years before the Spanish invasion the
Incas were still expanding in the north. Huayna
Capac (who reigned from 1493 to 1527), father of
the last Inca ruler Atahualpa, was ruling the empire
from his northern outpost in Quito at his death in
1527. The death of Huayna Capac plunged the Inca
state into civil war. No fixed system for determining
the succession of rulers appears to have been set
up. Atahualpa, who had been with his father in the
north, claimed that Huayna Capac had decided to
divide the kingdom, setting up a new northern
capital at Quito that Atahualpa would rule. His
brother Huascar claimed from Cuzco to be the
legitimate ruler of the entire realm. Atahualpa finally
won the bloody war and was on his way to Cuzco in
1532 to claim the whole kingdom when the
Spanish conquistador Francisco Pizarro arrived.
The Incas allowed Pizarro and a contingent of
about 150 soldiers to enter the regional capital at
Cajamarca, where Atahualpa and his army were
camped. The Spaniards were able to take the Inca
ruler captive and assured the collapse of the empire.

But the big question is this: Were the astonishing
megalithic structures in the vicinity of the Inca
capital of Cuzco all built by the Incas in the few
hundred years prior to the arrival of the Spanish,
or were many of the structures (if not all of them)
already in existence before the Incas?

INCA ARCHITECTURE AND MEGALITHIC
ARCHITECTURE

Because of the extremely fine stonemasonry that
exists in and around Cuzco, including Machu
Picchu and Ollantaytambo along the Urubamba
River, it has been concluded by modern archaeolo-
gists that the Incas were the builders of these
astonishing monuments. The speculation that the
Incas merely used existing walls is not part of any
mainstream thought. That these virtually indestruc-
tible walls were already in existence before the Incas
is the theory that we shall explore in this article.

First, let's look at the current mainstream
explanation of “Inca” architecture of which the
mountaintop city of Machu Picchu is often used
as an example:
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The actual function of Machu Picchu is not fully understood. Since it was

unknown to the early Spanish invaders, their documents do not identify it.

The Incas developed a highly functional style of
public architecture distinguished above all by its
superior engineering techniques and fine stone-
masonry. The plan of their cities was based on a
system of broad avenues intersected by smaller
streets that converged on an open square lined
by state buildings and temples. Structures were
usually single-storied, with perfectly bonded
joints of cut stone, although adobe bricks and
plaster were commonly used in the coastal low-
lands. For building large monuments such as the
great fortress of Sacsayhuaman near Cuzco,
massive polygonal blocks were fitted together
with extraordinary precision. In mountainous
regions, as at the spectacularly situated Andean
citadel of Machu Picchu, Inca architecture often
reflects ingenious adaptations to the surrounding
landforms.*

THE MEGALITHIC CITY OF MACHU PICCHU

Machu Picchu, situated about 80 kilometers (50
miles) northwest of Cuzco, Peru, is an ancient Inca
town overlooking the Urubamba Valley. Its spectac-
ular setting on a high precipice between steep
mountain peaks has made it one of the most
famous archaeological monuments in the world.
The ruins are located about 2,400 meters (7,875
feet) above sea level on the eastern slopes of the
Andes, near the edge of the warm humid Montana
region. The abandoned site was covered with dense
vegetation and remained essentially unknown until
its discovery by the American archaeologist Hiram
Bingham in 1911.7

Machu Picchu is best-known for its architecture,
which combines fine stone buildings with exten-
sive agricultural terraces, creating the appearance
of a settlement literally carved out of the moun-
tainsides. The style of its buildings and pottery as
well as its careful planning suggest that the town
was built under the supervision of the Inca state,
which was centered at Cuzco.
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Perhaps the most famous feature of the site is a
carved natural stone, known as Intihuatana,
enclosed by curved walls of dressed stone with
trapezoidal windows. The stone and its complex of
surrounding walls is probably related to the sun
religion of the Inca as well as to their veneration of
certain natural stones.

The actual function of Machu Picchu is not fully
understood. Since it was unknown to the early
Spanish invaders, their documents do not identify it.
Its architecture suggests a strong emphasis on
religion, and its location on the eastern border of
the empire may mean that it was a frontier outpost.

CUZCO AND THE MASSIVE WALLS OF
SACSAYHUAMAN

Cuzco, in southern Peru, was the capital of the
Inca empire from its beginnings in the Fourteenth
Century until the Spanish conquest in 1533. A
tourist attraction, the city is known for its Inca ruins
and Spanish colonial architecture. Situated at an
altitude of 3,416 meters (11,207 feet) in a broad
valley of the Andes, it is the busy hub of a thickly
populated agricultural region where sheep are
raised and cereals and tobacco are grown. The
population of 275,000 (as of 1990) is predomi-
nantly Indian, and the city, with its open markets,
adobe houses and narrow, winding cobblestone
streets, is Indian in character. Quechua, the Inca
language, is still widely spoken. The climate is cool,
with temperatures averaging about 10.9 degrees
Celsius (51.6 degrees Fahrenheit). Annual precipi-
tation is 750 millimeters (29.5 inches). The area is
subject to earthquakes, the most damaging having
occurred in 1650 and 1950.

Inca tribes are believed to have come to Cuzco
from the Lake Titicaca region in about the Eleventh
Century. The legendary founder of the city was
Manco Capac, first of the Inca rulers. The name
Cuzco is Quechua for “navel,” and the city was con-
sidered the center of the Inca world, the place
where the four parts of the empire came together.
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It was the hub from which the famous Inca road
network radiated.

Inca Cuzco was different in concept and plan
from European cities. It was designed in the form
of a puma, with the Fifteenth Century fortress of
Sacsayhuaman as the head. The confluence of the
Huatanay and Tullumayo rivers was canalled and
straightened to form the tail. The core of the city
contained official and ceremonial buildings and
residences of ruling officials. Many other buildings
and residences were dispersed at a considerable
distance in the countryside surrounding the core,
but they were defined as part of the capital.

The Inca capital is especially known for its
architecture of enormous cut-stone blocks fitted
so perfectly that no mortar was needed.
Coricancha, the temple of the sun, and the
fortress of Sacsayhuaman are the most outstand-
ing examples of this type of construction.

From all parts of the Inca empire a wealth of
silver and gold poured into Cuzco, filling the tem-
ples and palaces. These treasures were plundered
by Francisco Pizarro in 1533, and the city was
destroyed. The Spaniards built a new city on the
ruins of the old, adorning the magnificent edifices
of their churches with the looted wealth.

and containing complex ductwork through which
water probably once flowed.

The site’s architecture suggests that Sacsayhuaman
served a primarily defensive function. Fortresses,
called pucaras, were frequently built above popu-
lation centers in the Andes to serve as refuges for
the populace in case of attack. Spanish sources
suggest that Sacsayhuaman was also used as an
important storage center, and the site may have
had religious significance as well. Construction is
usually attributed to the ruler Pachacuti, but it is
unlikely that such an enormous monument could
have been completed during a single reign.®

Sacsayhuaman is a stone structure that covers
the entire hill and appears almost otherworldly.
Gigantic blocks of stone, some weighing more
than 200 tons (400,000 pounds) are fitted
together perfectly. The enormous stone blocks
are cut, faced and fitted so well that even today
one cannot slip the blade of a knife, or even a
piece of paper between them. No mortar is used,
and no two blocks are alike. Yet they fit perfectly,
and it has been said by some engineers that no
modern builder, with the aid of metals and tools

When the Spaniards first arrived in Cuzco and saw these structures, they

thought that they had been built by the devil himself, because of their

enormity. Indeed, nowhere else can you see such large blocks placed

together so perfectly.

Because of the extremely large stones used, the
complex known as Sacsayhuaman has received
special study by engineers and stonemasons.

According to mainstream archaeologists, the
fortress of Sacsayhuaman was built by the Inca in
the Fifteenth Century on a hill overlooking their
capital at Cuzco. The fortress takes the form of a
series of zigzag retaining walls built of huge
stones, some weighing several tons. The retaining
walls form ramparts in three terraces. Overlooking
the terraces from near the top of the hill is a curious
circular structure divided into small compartments
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of the finest steel, could produce results more
accurate.

Each individual stone had to have been planned
well in advance; a 20 ton stone, let alone one
weighing 80 to 200 tons, cannot just be dropped
casually into position with any hope of attaining
that kind of accuracy. The stones are locked and
dove-tailed into position, making them earthquake-
proof. Indeed, after many devastating earthquakes
in the Andes over the last few hundred years, the
blocks are still perfectly fitted, while the Spanish
Cathedral in Cuzco has been leveled twice. Even
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more incredibly, the blocks are not local stone, but
by some reports came from quarries in Ecuador,
almost 1,500 miles away. Others have located
quarries a good deal closer. Though this fantastic
fortress was supposedly built just a few hundred
years ago by the Incas, they leave no record of having
built it, nor does it figure in any of their legends.

How is it that the Incas, who reportedly had no
knowledge of higher mathematics, no written
language, no iron tools and did not even use the
wheel, are credited with having built this cyclo-
pean complex of walls and buildings? Frankly, one
must literally grope for an explanation, and there
is no easy one.

When the Spaniards first arrived in Cuzco and
saw these structures, they thought that they had
been built by the devil himself, because of their
enormity. Indeed, nowhere else can you see such
large blocks placed together so perfectly. | have
traveled all over the world searching for ancient
mysteries and lost cities, but | have never in my life
seen anything like this!

The builders of the stoneworks were not merely
good stonemasons—they were excellent ones.
Similar stoneworks can be seen throughout the
Sacred Valley along the Urubamba Valley. These
are usually made up of finely cut, rectangular
blocks of stone weighing up to perhaps a ton.

At the time of the Spanish conquest, Cuzco
was at its peak, with perhaps 100,000 Inca sub-
jects living in the ancient city. The fortress of
Sacsayhuaman could hold the entire population
within its walls in case of war or natural catastro-
phe. Some historians have stated that the
fortress was built a few years before the Spanish
invasion, and that the Incas took credit for the
structure. Yet, the Incas could not recall exactly
how or when it was built.

Only one early account survives of the hauling
of the stones, found in Garcilaso de la Vega’s The
Incas. In his commentaries, Garcilaso tells of one
monstrous stone brought to Sacsayhuaman
from beyond Ollantaytambo, a distance of about
45 miles.

The Indians say that owing to the great labor of
being brought on its way, the stone became weary
and wept tears of blood because it could not attain
to a place in the edifice. The historical reality is
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reported by the Amautas (philosophers and doc-
tors) of the Incas who used to tell about it. They say
that more than 20,000 Indians brought the stone to
the site, dragging it with huge ropes. The route over
which they brought the stone was very rough. There
were many high hills to ascend and descend. About
half the Indians pulled the stone, by means of ropes
placed in front. The other half held the stone from
the rear due to fears that the stone might break
loose and roll down the mountains into a ravine
from which it could not be removed.

On one of these hills, due to lack of caution and
coordination of effort, the massive weight of the
stone overcame some who sustained it from below.
The stone rolled right down the hillside, killing three
or four thousand Indians who had been guiding it.
Despite this misfortune, they succeeded in raising it
up again. It was placed on the plain where it now
rests.

Even though Garcilaso describes the hauling of
one stone, many doubt the truth of this story. This
stone was not part of the Sacsayhuaman fortress,
and is smaller than most used there, according to
some researchers, although it has never been
identified. Even if the story is true, the Incas may
have been trying to duplicate what they supposed
was the construction technique used by the
ancient builders. And certainly, while there is no
denying that the Incas were master craftsmen,
could they have managed to place the 100 ton
blocks perfectly, a feat that we would be hard-
pressed to duplicate today?

It was a common practice in ancient Egypt
for rulers to claim previously existing
obelisks, pyramids and other structures

as their own, often literally erasing the
cartouche of the real builder and substituting
their own.

That the Incas actually found these megalithic
ruins and then built on top of them, claiming them
as their own, is not a particularly alarming theory. In
fact, it is most probably the truth. It was a common
practice in ancient Egypt for rulers to claim previous-
ly existing obelisks, pyramids and other structures

UNDERGROUND!



as their own, often literally erasing the cartouche
of the real builder and substituting their own.

If the Incas came along and found walls and
basic foundations of cities already in existence,
why not just move in? Even today, all one needs to
do is a little repair work and add a roof onto some
of the structures to make them habitable. Indeed,
there is considerable evidence that the Incas
merely found the structures and added to them.
There are numerous legends that exist in the
Andes that Sacsayhuaman, Machu Picchu,
Tiwanaku (also known as Tiahuanaco) and other
megalithic remains were built by a race of giants.
Alain Gheerbrant comments in his footnotes to de
la Vega’s book:

and inhabited them would then say that the builders
of Tiwanaku, Sacsayhuaman and other megalithic
structures in the Cuzco area were the same people.
Again quoting Garcilaso de la Vega, who wrote
about these structures just after the conquest:

...how can we explain the fact that these Peruvian
Indians were able to split, carve, lift, carry, hoist and
lower such enormous blocks of stone, which are more
like pieces of a mountain than building stones, and
that they accomplished this, as | said before, without
the help of a single machine or instrument? An enig-
ma such as this one cannot be easily solved without
seeking the help of magic, particularly when one
recalls the great familiarity of these people with devils.

Water was brought down from the mountains into a valley, and

then had to ascend a hill before reaching Sacsayhuaman. This

indicates that the engineers who built the intricate system knew

that water rises to its own level.

Three kinds of stone were used to build the fortress
of Sacsayhuaman. Two of them, including those
which provided the gigantic blocks for the outer
wall, were found practically on the spot. Only the
third kind of stone (black andesite), for the inside
buildings, was brought from relatively distant quar-
ries; the nearest quarries of black andesite were at
Huaccoto and Rumicolca, nine and 22 miles from
Cuzco respectively.

With regard to the giant blocks of the outer wall,
there is nothing to prove that they were not simply
hewn from a mass of stone existing on the spot; this
would solve the mystery.

Gheerbrant is close in thinking that the Incas never
moved those gigantic blocks in place, yet even if
they did cut and dress the stones on the spot, fitting
them together so perfectly would still require what
modern engineers would call superhuman effort.
Furthermore, the gigantic city of Tiwanaku in Bolivia
is similarly hewn from 100 ton blocks of stone, defi-
nitely of pre-Inca origin. Proponents of the theory
that the Incas found these cities in the mountains
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The Spanish dismantled as much of Sacsayhuaman
as they could. When Cuzco was first conquered,
Sacsayhuaman had three round towers at the top
of the fortress, behind three concentric megalithic
walls. These were taken apart stone by stone,
and the stones used to build new structures for
the Spanish.

Sacsayhuaman was also equipped with a sub-
terranean network of aqueducts. Water was
brought down from the mountains into a valley,
and then had to ascend a hill before reaching
Sacsayhuaman. This indicates that the engineers
who built the intricate system knew that water
rises to its own level.

Garcilaso said this about the tunnels beneath
Sacsayhuaman:

An underground network of passages, which was as
vast as the towers themselves, connected them
with one another. This was composed of a quantity
of streets and alleyways which ran in every direc-
tion, and so many doors, all of them identical, that
the most experienced men dared not venture into
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this labyrinth without a guide, consisting of a long
thread tied to the first door, which unwound as they
advanced. | often went up to the fortress with boys
of my own age, when | was a child, and we did not
dare to go farther than the sunlight itself, we were
so afraid of getting lost, after all that the Indians
had told us on the subject...the roofs of these
underground passages were composed of large flat
stones resting on rafters jutting out from the walls.

THEORIES ON THE MEGALITHIC
CONSTRUCTION

One interesting theory about the building of the
gigantic and perfectly fitted stones is that they
were constructed by using a now-lost technique of
softening and shaping the rock. Hiram Bingham,
the discoverer of Machu Picchu, wrote in his book
Across South America, of a plant he had heard of
whose juices softened rock so that it could be
worked into tightly fitted masonry.

In his book Exploration Fawcett, Colonel [Percy]
Fawcett told of how he had heard that the stones
were fitted together by means of a liquid that
softened stone to the consistency of clay. Brian
Fawcett, who edited his father’s book, tells the
following story in the footnotes: A friend of his,
who worked at a mining camp at 14,000 feet at
Cerro di Pasco in Central Peru, discovered a jar in
an Incan or pre-Incan grave. He opened the jar,
thinking it was chicha, an alcoholic drink, break-
ing the still intact ancient wax seal. Later, the jar
was accidentally knocked over onto a rock.

though the stone had melted, like wax under the
influence of heat.”

Fawcett seemed to think that the plant might be
found on the Pyrene River in the Chuncho country
of Peru, and described it as having dark reddish
leaves and being about a foot high. In his book The
Ancient Stones Speak, David Zink quotes a “psy-
chic reading,” giving the name of the plant as
Caochyll, saying it has sparse leaves with reddish
veins, and stands about three to four feet high.

Another story is told in South America, of a biol-
ogist observing an unfamiliar bird in the Amazon.
He watched it making a nest on a rock face by rub-
bing the rock with a twig. The sap of the twig dis-
solved the rock, making a hollow in which the bird
could make its nest.

All of this speculation may be put to rest by
new findings, reported in Scientific American in
February 1986. In a fascinating article, a French
researcher, Jean-Pierre Protzen, relates his
experiments in duplicating the construction of
Inca structures. Protzen spent many months
around Cuzco experimenting with different meth-
ods of shaping and fitting the same kinds of stones
used by the Incas. He found that quarrying and
dressing the stones was easily accomplished using
the stone hammers found in abundance in the
area. He repeatedly dropped these hammers,
made of a hard stone, against the larger blocks
from eye-level. Each impact chipped away a small
amount of rock, and he caught the hammer as it
bounced back up to easily repeat the maneuver.
Even the precision fitting of stones was a relatively

About ten minutes later | bent over the rock and casually examined the

pool of spilled liquid. It was no longer liquid; the whole patch where it

had been, and the rock under it, were as soft as wet cement! It was as

though the stone had melted, like wax under the influence of heat.

Quotes Fawcett, “About ten minutes later |
bent over the rock and casually examined the
pool of spilled liquid. It was no longer liquid; the
whole patch where it had been, and the rock
under it, were as soft as wet cement! It was as
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simple matter, he says. He pounded out the concave
depressions into which new stones were fitted
by trial and error, until he achieved a snug fit. This
meant continually lifting and placing the stones
together, and chipping at them a little at a time.
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This process is very time consuming, but it's
simple, and it works.

Protzen believes that Inca stonemasonry was
surprisingly unsophisticated, though efficient. He
would like to debunk ideas of anti-gravity devices,
stone-softening or lasers used to cut and place the
stone. Yet even for Protzen, some mysteries
remain. He was not able to figure out how the
builders transported and handled the large stones.
The fitting process necessitated the repeated low-
ering and raising of the stone being fitted, with
trial-and-error pounding throughout the process.
He does not know just how 100 ton stones were
manipulated at this stage, while some stones are
actually far heavier.

According to Protzen, to transport the stones
from the quarries, the Incas built special access
roads and ramps. Many of the stones were
dragged over gravel-covered roads, which in his
theory gave the stones their polished surfaces.
The largest stone at Ollantaytambo weighs about
150 tons. It could have been pulled up a ramp with
a force of about 260,000 pounds, he says. Such a
feat would have required a minimum of some
2,400 men. Getting the men seemed possible, but
where did they all stand? Protzen says that the
ramps were only eight meters wide at most.
Further perplexing Protzen is that the stones of
Sacsayhuaman were finely dressed, yet are not
polished, showing no signs of dragging. He could
not figure out how they were transported the 22
miles from the Rumigolga quarry.

Perhaps the theories of levitation and soft-
ening stones cannot be discarded yet.

Protzen’s article reflects good research, and
points out that modern science still cannot explain
or duplicate the building feats found at both
Sacsayhuaman and Ollantaytambo. Continually lift-
ing and chipping away at a 100 ton stone block to
make it fit perfectly is just too great of an engineer-
ing task to have been practical. Protzen’s theory
would work well on the smaller, precisely square,
later construction, but fails with the older megalithic
construction beneath. Perhaps the theories of
levitation and softening stones cannot be discarded
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yet. One last intriguing observation which Protzen
makes is that the cutting marks found on some of
the stones are very similar to those found on the
pyramidion of an unfinished obelisk at Aswan in
Egypt. Is this a coincidence, or was there an ancient
civilization with links to both sites?

One curious theory, given to me in a telephone
conversation in the fall of 2003, claimed that
quartz crystals, when connected in a series and
given high voltages, will bend. If a quartz crystal is
bent, or struck with a hammer, it will become
charged with a mysterious kind of electrical signal
called piezoelectric.

The source claimed that when a crystal is struck,
put under pressure, or “bent,” it will give off a
piezoelectric effect and, incredibly, it actually loses
the gravitational force that would naturally pull it
toward the center of the mass (in this case, the
earth). The crystal then becomes essentially
weightless, and no matter how heavy it was before
being bent by high voltages, it is now weightless. If
such an effect could be confirmed, then gigantic
blocks of granite, which contain quartz crystals in
them, could theoretically be moved by very little
effort, no matter how much they weigh when not
having a powerful electric charge placed on them.

Picture this: Huge granite blocks that have been
quarried and dressed are then “electrified.” This
causes the block of crystalline stone to “bend”
which causes it to become weightless. The blocks
are then moved effortlessly through the air with
guidelines such as ropes, or perhaps “pusher”
beams of energy. A familiar movie scene of this
type is when the bounty hunter Boba Fett in the
film The Empire Strikes Back takes the block of
carbonite holding Han Solo aboard his ship, and he
is effortlessly pushing it ahead of him up a ramp
onto his spaceship. Could such a scene have been
witnessed in ancient Peru?

EVIDENCE OF PRE-INCA
CONSTRUCTION AT OLLANTAYTAMBO

Along the Urubamba River, 45 miles north of
Cuzco, is Ollantaytambo. It lies at the north end
of the Sacred Valley and guards the entrance to
the narrow Urubamba Gorge. A still-inhabited
ancient town exists at Ollantaytambo, and a
gigantic “sun temple” known by the same name
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| believe that it is at Ollantaytambo that definitive evidence can be

found that proves that the Incas did not build Machu Picchu or any of

the other megalithic walls.

sits on a mountain ridge at the northern edge of
the town. | believe that it is at Ollantaytambo that
definitive evidence can be found that proves that
the Incas did not build Machu Picchu or any of
the other megalithic walls. Rather, evidence will
show that, like Tiwanaku in Bolivia, these struc-
tures were already extant.

The most impressive megaliths at Ollantaytambo
are the six large stones that face the river. The
largest is about 13 feet (four meters) high, seven
feet (2.1 meters) wide, and about six feet (1.8
meters) thick, and weighs approximately 50 tons
(45,500 kg). Made from red porphyry, a very hard
type of rock, much of their surfaces are very finely
polished. On the fourth giant stone from the left is
a stepped motif, identical to those found at
Tiwanaku in Bolivia, but not found elsewhere in the
Cuzco area. Even more unusual is a stone in which
a “keycut” has been carefully cut into the stone to
hold a metal clamp, presumably to hold two colos-
sal blocks together as earthquake protection. This
unusual technique is found at Puma Punku in
Tiwanaku and nowhere else in the Andes.
Tiwanaku-style pottery is also found in the area.

The stones were quarried across the river, 200
feet below the fortress, and about 3,000 feet up
the opposite slope. At the quarry near the moun-
taintop across the river can be found gigantic
blocks of granite that have been cut and squared
but were never moved from the site. A 250 ton
stone from this quarry lies at the bottom of the
river, having been moved down the mountain but
somehow “dropped” in the river.

While the Incas used Ollantaytambo as a fort to
guard the entrance to Cuzco from up the
Urubamba Valley (or down the Urubamba Valley, as
was to be the case as the Incas retreated), it
appears that Ollantaytambo, like Sacsayhuaman,
was already in place before the arrival of the Incas.

In an article entitled “The Impossible Stones”
that appeared in the May 2002 issue of the British
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magazine Fortean Times, the subject is a wall of
six massive blocks of red porphyry installed high
above a five-tiered “fortress” composed of huge,
Inca-style, interlocked stones at Ollantaytambo,
Peru. The Inca fortress is itself a cause for archae-
ological wonder, but the great wall above is even
more wondrous. It is about 13 feet high, with each
of its six blocks weighing about 50 tons. We see in
the wall at least five “problems” which might
morph into significant anomalies.

Three of these problems are mentioned by A. F.
Alford in his Fortean Times article.

1. Red porphyry is hard igneous rock. How were the
13-foot blocks carved with such perfect, flat sur-
faces and die-straight edges?

2. How were the 50 ton blocks moved four miles
from the quarry across a river and then raised to their
present position where they amaze the tourists? In
1996, a group of archaeologists tried to demonstrate
how it was done with a one ton block. This relatively
puny stone slipped its ropes on the way downhill from
the quarry and gravity took it down to the river. The
archaeologists then managed to drag it across the
shallow, cobble-bottomed river. But there they left it,
declaring they had now proved how the wall high
above could have been made. Their rough, unfin-
ished “pebble” is probably still in the river.

The archaeologists then managed to drag it
across the shallow, cobble-bottomed river. But
there they left it, declaring they had now
proved how the wall high above could have
been made. Their rough, unfinished “pebble”
is probably still in the river.

3. Alford mentions the unique and very un-Inca-
like thin sheets of rock separating the six blocks in
the wall. These sheets, which also must have
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been challenging to the stonemasons, serve no
discernible practical purpose.

William Corliss of the Sourcebook Project in
Maryland adds two more wall “problems.”

4. One of the porphyry blocks has a T-shaped slot cut
into its top for insertion of a metal clamp. The same
sort of slot-and-clamp construction is seen at pre-
Inca Tiwanaku, built on the shores of Lake Titicaca in
Bolivia. Given this fact, one wonders if pre-Incans
might actually have built the porphyry wall at
Ollantaytambo? Whoever built it seems to have left
the wall unfinished, seeing there is no block cut to
receive the other end of the metal clamp.

5. Part of the answer may lie in the stream far
below the wall, where a 250 ton block resides, wait-
ing to be raised up to the wall—another sign that the
wall was never finished. (A 250 ton stone is big
even by Great Pyramid standards!)

So what we find at Ollantaytambo is curious and
baffling: The temple was never completed.

Gigantic blocks of red granite are hewn and
dragged by an unknown means to the site, but
never assembled. Keystone cuts in the shape of a
“T” are cut into some of the blocks for metal
clamps to be put into place. This unusual method
for holding megalithic blocks into place was used
in the pre-Inca construction of Tiwanaku. It was
also used in ancient Egypt, ancient Greece and
other sites in Asia and the Mediterranean.
Evidence is mounting that the Incas did not build
Ollantaytambo, but found it much as it is today.
Apparently the builders of Ollantaytambo were the
same builders who built Tiwanaku.

Therefore, if the Incas did not build Tiwanaku or
Ollantaytambo, it follows that they did not build
Machu Picchu or Sacsayhuaman either. To finish
this discussion we now turn to that admittedly pre-
Inca city of Tiwanaku.

THE AMAZING PRE-INCA RUINS OF TIWANAKU

The massive ruins of Tiwanaku are situated in a
remote, desolate area of the Altiplano. These
ruins overlook barren hills, in stark contrast to the
stunning setting of Machu Picchu. The cata-
clysmic theorists point out that it is unlikely that
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such a fantastic city would be built at such a des-
olate location and altitude. This unlikely reasoning
is used to further the theory that Tiwanaku was
built at a lower elevation, and later uplifted.

What remains today of Tiwanaku is what
could not be carted away for use in other
structures, so only the biggest blocks of
stone remain and these ruins are still
very impressive!

The central part of the city is the restored temple
of Kalasayaya. Megalithic blocks make up the
steps, walls and arches around the temple. At the
turn of the century, Bolivian engineers broke up the
stones and carried away all the smaller blocks to be
used as ballast on a railway. What remains today of
Tiwanaku is what could not be carted away for use
in other structures, so only the biggest blocks of
stone remain and these ruins are still very impres-
sive! In 1864, E. George Squire visited Tiwanaku
and was quite impressed by the ruins; he called
them the Baalbek of the New World. (He was refer-
ring to the ruins of Baalbek in Lebanon, which
contain some of the most astounding megaliths to
be found anywhere in the world.)

In the center of Tiwanaku is a stone arch, cut
from a solid chunk of andesite weighing about
12 tons, now cracked by what must have been a
pretty severe earthquake. On the upper portion
of this arch is a series of carvings, believed to be
a calendar. In the center a figure, holding a staff
on each side, appears to be weeping. He is
known as “the Weeping God.” This massive
stone gate was apparently moved to where it is
today by some earlier culture after the city was
destroyed. The gate is actually from the ruins of
Puma Punku which is about a mile to the north
of the main part of Tiwanaku.

When the Spaniards first arrived, they were told
by the Indians that this city had been found in
ruins by the Incas. Cieza de Leon, one of the first
chroniclers of South America, visited the site in
1540, when much of the stone still remained. He
reported two colossal stone figures, with long
robes reaching to the ground and ornamental
caps on their heads.
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Cieza de Leon wrote “...the natives told me...that
all these marvels sprang from the ground in a sin-
gle night... There are not stones in any of the hills
beyond.” The Spaniards generally believed that
these monuments “..were more the work of
demons than of men.” A similar legend told at the
time was that, “Tiwanaku was built in a single
night, after the flood, by unknown giants. But they
disregarded a prophecy of the coming of the sun
and were annihilated by its rays, and their palaces
were reduced to ashes...”

In the Sixteenth Century, missionary Diego de
Alcobaso wrote, “l saw a vast hall carved on its roof
to represent thatch. There were the waters of a
lake which washed the walls of a splendid court in
this city of the dead, and, standing in its fine court,
in the shallows of the water, on the platform of a
superb colonnade were many fine statues of men
and women. So real they were that they seemed to
be alive. Some had goblets and upraised drinking
cups. Others sat, or reclined, as in life. Some
walked in the stream flowing by the ancient walls.
Women, carved in stone, dangled babies in their
laps or bore them on their backs. In a thousand
natural postures, people stood or reclined.” One of
the statues wore a beard, and as we know, South
American Indians are beardless.

All that remains are the monolithic figures
of bizarre, bug-eyed men who stare vacantly
over the desolate ruins of Tiwanaku. They
look more like men from outer space than
beautiful people at a party in the hills.

Today, most of these statues have been
destroyed. All that remains are the monolithic
figures of bizarre, bug-eyed men who stare vacantly
over the desolate ruins of Tiwanaku. They look
more like men from outer space than beautiful
people at a party in the hills. The Spaniards
destroyed everything they could at Tiwanaku,
thinking it idolatrous. These larger figures were
spared because they were so massive, but they
have been badly damaged.

In the 1800s, a controversial French anthropolo-
gist named Augustus le Plongeon visited Tiwanaku
and observed a strata of seashells, which hinted
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that the site had once been at sea level. (I found a
fossilized trilobite myself while we explored the
ruins.) British Colonel James Churchward used the
argument that Tiwanaku is a former port city as a
major piece of his evidence for the lost continent
of Lemuria.

As the great South American explorer Colonel
Fawcett said at the turn of the Twentieth Century:

These megalithic ruins of Tiwanaku were never built
on the Andes at all. They are part of a great city sub-
merged ages ago in the Pacific Ocean. When the
crust of the earth upheaved and created the great
Andean Cordilleras, these ruins were elevated from
the bed of the ocean to where you now see them.

If one is looking for ruins which could have suf-
fered through such an upheaval, one needs look
no further than those of Puma Punku.
Infrequently visited, Puma Punku is only a mile or
so to the north of Tiwanaku, toward Lake Titicaca.
Its most fascinating feature is what appears to be
an ancient canal. Huge sandstone and andesite
blocks up to 27 feet long and weighing as much
as 300 tons are scattered about like a child’s
building blocks. The normally-conservative
Reader’s Digest reported, “A jumbled heap of
stones looking as if they were hurled to the
ground by some great natural catastrophe, is all
that remains of Puma Punku...”

Here was once a great canal, according to some
archaeologists, destroyed in an earthquake of
massive proportions. The construction at Puma
Punku is different from that at Tiwanaku, in that
the stones were fitted together with clamps, like
the one stone at Ollantaytambo. Puma Punku has
none of the statues found at Tiwanaku, but instead
has geometric designs precisely cut into the
andesite, such as concentric Swiss-style crosses
and triangles.

While Bolivian archaeologists insist that
ancestors of the local Aymara Indians built both
Tiwanaku and Puma Punku, it would seem that
their culture has certainly taken a slide back, as
they now can barely make a subsistence living on
the high, barren plateau. Neither they, nor the
Spanish government of impoverished Bolivia, are
capable of duplicating the engineering feats of
Tiwanaku or Puma Punku.

UNDERGROUND!



Yet, if a massive earthquake tossed down the 300 ton stones of

Puma Punku, scattering them about the plain like a bunch of toys,

then why were the buildings of Tiwanaku not likewise destroyed?

Traditional archaeologists explain the former
canals at Tiwanaku by saying that it was once
near Lake Titicaca, 20 miles away. The lake theo-
retically covered a greater area at that time,
extending to the port of Puma Punku. It is inter-
esting to contrast this explanation with that for
the sunken city near Porto Acosta, which the
same experts claim was built when the waters of
the lake were very low. This adds up to quite a
variation in the depth of the lake.

Yet, if a massive earthquake tossed down the
300 ton stones of Puma Punku, scattering them
about the plain like a bunch of toys, then why were
the buildings of Tiwanaku not likewise destroyed?
Is it because they were built at a later time, after
the cataclysm?

Some say that Tiwanaku was built about 15,000
years ago. Archaeologist Arthur Posnansky, who
studied Tiwanaku for 30 years at the turn of the
Twentieth Century, decided that the city was from
10,000 to 12,000 years old. Traditional archaeolo-
gists scoff at this ancient date, citing radio carbon
dating of artifacts indicating that the city was occu-
pied at 1700 B.c. Even this figure is astounding,
considering that some vanished culture was
constructing buildings that we can hardly dupli-
cate, four thousand years later.

And who would have built Tiwanaku? Perhaps
none other than those mysterious seafarers who
mapped Antarctica before it was covered with ice,
sailed the world spreading a megalithic culture,
and wore red turbans over their blond hair—the
Atlantean League! But why would anyone want to
come to one of the most desolate, inhospitable
places on earth and construct a megalithic city?
This has always been the most puzzling question
of Tiwanaku, no matter who you decide actually
built it.

There are two possible reasons for choosing this
location. First, it is significant that the older ruins
of Puma Punku are nearby. Could it be that the
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builders of Tiwanaku put the city here because it
was near the ruins of the even more ancient city?
This would seem to be the case. They may have
wanted to draw attention to the ruins of Puma
Punku, perhaps just stumbling upon them while
searching for a place to build Tiwanaku.

Peruvian historian Montesinos wrote in his
Memorias Antiguas, Historales, Politicas del Peru:

Cuzco and the city of ruins Tiwanaku are connected
by a gigantic subterranean road. The Incas do not
know who built it. They also know nothing about the
inhabitants of Tiwanaku. In their opinion it was built
by a very ancient people who later on retreated into
the jungle of Amazonia.

So, even here at desolate Tiwanaku, we have the
mysterious tunnel system popping up again! If it
doesn’t exist, why does everyone talk about it?

THE TIWANAKU-OLLANTAYTAMBO
CONNECTION

Lake Titicaca is the highest navigable lake in the
world, at an altitude of 12,500 feet (3,810 meters).
It has a maximum depth of 1,214 feet (370
meters), also making it one of the deepest lakes in
the world. The lake has an area of about 3,200
square miles (8,190 square km), about half the
size of Lake Ontario.

Local Indians have reported observing buildings
and roofs in the lake, and that after long droughts
when the water level was low, they could even
touch the tops of the buildings with their poles.
This was written off as superstitious talk until
the early 1970s, when an American dive team
discovered what was literally a sunken city on
the eastern shore of Lake Titicaca!
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Could the sunken city near Porto Acosta actually be a city from

the pre-cataclysmic times, when this area contained a canal that

crossed the continent?

Local Indians have reported observing build-
ings and roofs in the lake, and that after long
droughts when the water level was low, they
could even touch the tops of the buildings with
their poles! This was written off as superstitious
talk until the early 1970s, when an American
dive team discovered what was literally a
sunken city on the eastern shore of Lake
Titicaca! Near Bolivia’s Porto Acosta, in about
65 feet (20 meters) of water can be found the
ruins of an ancient city. There are reports of
other sunken cities in Lake Titicaca, and it was
these rumors that may have piqued Jacques
Cousteau’s interest.*

A Bolivian archaeologist has an explanation for
the existence of a sunken city in the lake. He the-
orizes that the water was very low at one time
after a severe drought, and people living on the
lake foolishly built their city too close to the
water. Later, when the drought ended and the
water level rose, the city became submerged, a
lost city to be discovered many years later by puz-
zled archaeologists.

Could the sunken city near Porto Acosta actu-
ally be a city from the pre-cataclysmic times,
when this area contained a canal that crossed
the continent? Precious little archaeological
work has been done at this sunken city, as
underwater archaeology generally centers
around salvaging shipwrecks.

So, in conclusion, | must admit that | do not
know who built Machu Picchu, Ollantaytambo,
Sacsayhuaman or Tiwanaku. However, it would
appear that the builders of all of these monu-
ments were the same people—but they were not
the Incas. These structures were probably built
many hundreds of years before the Incas. The
questions are: Who built these megalithic walls,
and how did they do it?
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2. Ibid.
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4.1n 1973, Cousteau plumbed the depths of Lake Titicaca in a sub-
mersible looking for Incan treasures and artifacts but was unsuc-
cessful in his search, contrary to later efforts, such as the
Atahuallpa 2000 expedition. Lorenzo Epis, the Italian leading the
expedition, told the Guardian that after more than 200 dives,
they'd found “[a] 200-meter-long, 50-meter-wide holy temple, a
terrace for crops, a pre-Incan road and an 800-meter-long con-
taining wall.” — Ed.
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Colin Wilson

SUMMARY OF ATLANTIS AND THE OLD ONES:

AN INVESTIGATION OF THE AGE OF CIVILIZATION

CHARLES HAPGOOD, an American professor of his-
tory, became convinced in 1989 that a civilization
“with high levels of science” had existed at least
100,000 years ago.

In the mid-1950s, Hapgood had written a book
called Earth’s Shifting Crust, to which Einstein
contributed an introduction, arguing that the
whole crust of the earth undergoes periodic “slip-
pages,” one of which, in 9500 B.c., had caused the
North Pole to move from Hudson Bay to its present
position. And in 1966, his Maps of the Ancient Sea
Kings had suggested that medieval maps called
“portolans”—used by sailors to navigate “from port
to port”—proved that there must have been a
worldwide maritime civilization in 7000 B.c.

In 1989 he told the writer Rand Flem-Ath that he
intended to bring out a new edition of Earth’s
Shifting Crust, containing his evidence that civiliza-
tion had existed since before 100,000 years ago.
But before he could do that, Hapgood walked in
front of a car and was killed.

| agreed to collaborate with Rand Flem-Ath in trying
to solve this mystery. After a long search, | was fortu-
nate enough to track down the man who claimed to
have convinced Hapgood that civilization dated back
a hundred thousand years. He was an eccentric
recluse who lived in a small town in New England.
When | asked him to explain what had convinced him
that there was civilization hundreds of thousands of
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years ago, he specified two things: that Neanderthal
man was far more intelligent than we assume, and
that ancient measures prove that man knew the
exact size of the earth millennia before the Greek
Eratosthenes worked it out in 240 B.c.

Far from being a shambling ape, Neanderthal
man had a larger brain than we have, was well
acquainted with astronomy, played musical
instruments and even invented the blast furnace.

A little research of my own quickly verified both
statements. Far from being a shambling ape,
Neanderthal man had a larger brain than we have,
was well acquainted with astronomy, played musical
instruments and even invented the blast furnace.
As to the size of the earth, the ancient Greeks had
a measure called the stade—the length of a stadi-
um. The polar circumference of the earth proves to
be exactly 216,000 stade. Yet the Greeks did not
know the size of the earth. They must have inherited
the stade from someone who did know.

On a cruise down the Nile in 1997 | stumbled on
another crucial discovery: The Nineveh number, a
vast 15 digjt number found inscribed on an Assyrian
clay tablet in the ruins of Assurbanipal’s library.
Yet the Assyrians were no great mathematicians.
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The French space engineer Maurice Chatelain—
who provided the first moon rocket with its com-
munication system—discovered powerful internal
evidence that the Nineveh number must have
been worked out about 65,000 years ago.

He also learned that two more numbers, even
larger, were found inscribed on a stele in the
Mayan sacred city of Quiriga. These shared with
the Nineveh number a remarkable characteristic:
They could be divided precisely by the number of
years it takes the earth to complete its “preces-
sional cycle” round the sun, just under 26,000.
(Precession of the equinoxes is the backward
movement of the signs of the zodiac, so that in the
heavens, spring begins slightly earlier each year.)

abandoned since it lacked the typical air bubbles,
and left them with the only alternative hypothesis:
That this glass had been manufactured by some
strange industrial process around 6000 B.c. But
that would have required large quantities of water.
It was Hapgood who was able to assure the inves-
tigators that there had been vast lakes in North
Africa in 6000 B.c. When Lord Rennell of Rodd
described the mystery to a scientist named John V.
Dolphin, who had worked on testing the atom
bomb in the desert of Australia, Dolphin told him
that the glass looked just like the fused sand left
behind after an atom bomb test, which led Lord
Rennell to consider the possibility that the makers
of the Libyan desert glass had mastered atomic

So it seems the Assyrians inherited their knowledge of precession from

some early “founder” civilization —presumably the same civilization

from which the Maya, thousands of years later and thousands of miles

across the Atlantic, inherited theirs.

So it seems the Assyrians inherited their knowl-
edge of precession from some early “founder”
civilization—presumably the same civilization from
which the Maya, thousands of years later and thou-
sands of miles across the Atlantic, inherited theirs.

| came upon one more important discovery on
that Nile cruise. It was something that happened in
the temple of Edfu, and it took six more years
before its full significance dawned on me, and
provided a sudden insight into the secret of
Egyptian temples. Of this, more in a moment.

THE MYSTERIOUS LIBYAN DESERT GLASS

| had come upon another interesting piece of evi-
dence that “high levels of science” date back much
earlier than we suppose. It started with the mystery
of the Libyan desert glass. Two British scientists
driving through the Libyan desert discovered large
quantities of a fused green glass, highly valued by
Arab craftsmen for making jewelry. Their first
assumption, that these were “tektites,” a fused
glass that comes from outer space, had to be
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energy. Hapgood dismissed this notion, being him-
self convinced that the ancients simply had some
other method of producing very high tempera-
tures—of around 6,000 degrees Celsius.

Unknown to Hapgood and Lord Rennell, a
Bulgarian inventor name llya Velbov—who later
called himself Yull Brown—had solved this problem.
Brown made the extraordinary discovery that if the
hydrogen and oxygen in water are separated, and
then recombined in a kind of oxy-acetylene flame, it
will punch an instantaneous hole in a piece of hard
wood, burn tungsten (requiring 6,000 degrees),
vaporize metals, melt a firebrick and weld glass to
copper. Brown called this mixture “Brown’s gas,”
and the Chinese used it in their submarines to turn
seawater into drinking water. Yet because no one
understands the process, science has shown total
lack of interest in it. However, Brown had no doubt
it was known to the ancients, who used it to extract
purified gold from gold ore.

Brown’s total refusal to compromise with American
industry ruined his one excellent chance of achieving
fame and riches, and he died unknown.

UNDERGROUND!



The story of the great flood is preserved in the legends of the Haida

Indians of Canada and of many other tribes. But which flood? Plato

speaks of no less than four.

EVIDENCE OF 100,000-YEAR-OLD SCIENCE

But if Hapgood is correct about his 100,000-year-
old science, what evidence remains? Well, a
modern builder would admit that, for all our tech-
nology, he would have no idea of how to go about
building the Great Pyramid. The same is true of
the magnificent ruins of Tiahuanaco, in the
Andes, whose harbor area has blocks so big that
no modern crane could lift them. These builders
seem to have had some technology for moving
immensely heavy weights.

Lake Titicaca, on which Tiahuanaco was once a
port, is full of sea creatures. At some time in the
past, a geological convulsion raised it two and a
half miles in the air. Geologists assume this was
millions of years ago, but this is absurd. Who would
build a great port on a lake with no other ports or
cities? Surely, Tiahuanaco must have been at sea
level when the convulsion occurred. In their book
When the Earth Nearly Died: Compelling Evidence
of a Cosmic Catastrophe in 9500 B.c. (1995), D. S.
Allan and J. B. Delair argue that the convulsion was
probably due to the impact of a comet or asteroid.
The date, of course, is the date Plato assigns to the
destruction of Atlantis “in a day and a night.”

The story of the great flood is preserved in the
legends of the Haida Indians of Canada and of
many other tribes. But which flood? Plato speaks
of no less than four. The first of these was the
Atlantis flood. The second is referred to in the
Book of Enoch and the rituals of the Freemasons,
and it took place approximately 2,000 years after
Plato’s flood. “Seven burning mountains” fell to
earth from space, according to the evidence of
Professor Alexander Tollmann, the largest in the
Sunda Strait, and it set in motion a great migra-
tion north, which created civilizations in India and
then in Sumeria (the Sumerians are regarded as
the founders of European civilization). The third
flood, around 6000 B.c., created the Black Sea
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and was the flood of Noah and the Epic of
Gilgamesh. The fourth, “Deucalion’s flood,”
occurred in the Bronze Age, around 2200 B.C.
Another vast catastrophe struck in A.p. 535, caus-
ing worldwide famine, drought and plague, which
destroyed, among others, the civilization of the
Maya in Central America, and of the Nazca
Indians of Peru, whose giant line-drawings on the
surface of the desert, we now know, were
designed to persuade the gods to send rain.

These drawings can be seen only from the air,
and have given rise to the theory that the Nazca
shamans, with the aid of psychedelic drugs (which
the Indians are known to have used) were able to
achieve out-of-body experiences that enabled
them to do this.* The Indians of the Peruvian forest
use a drug called ayahuasca, which (according to
anthropologist Jeremy Narby) they claim taught
them the properties of 80,000 plants and the
structure of DNA.

There seems to be no doubt that shamans possess
powers that we would consider “magical,” and
many examples are given here. The healing
abilities of shamans can also be used for the
opposite purpose, to produce sickness and death.

Shamanism thereafter becomes one of the cen-
tral themes of this book, and it is argued that
shamans have a knowledge of nature that goes far
beyond that of modern science. There seems to be
no doubt that shamans possess powers that we
would consider “magical,” and many examples are
given here. The healing abilities of shamans can
also be used for the opposite purpose, to produce
sickness and death. The Kahuna priests of Hawaii
can use the Death Prayer to kill enemies. And it was
when reading about their power to protect temples
with a curse, and the story of one rash youth who
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became paralyzed from the waist down after enter-
ing a “forbidden” temple in a spirit of bravado, that
| suddenly saw the meaning of an incident that had
happened in 1997 in the temple of Edfu, when
investigator Michael Baigent fell into a trance
behind the altar. The curse of Tutankhamun was
undoubtedly more than a legend.

MORE ANCIENT KNOWLEDGE, FROM
TEMPLARS TO FREEMASONS

The book now returns to the subject of the search for
“ancient knowledge,” and to the Scotsman and
Freemason James Bruce who went to Ethiopia in
search of the lost Book of Enoch. We consider evi-
dence advanced by Robert Lomas and Christopher
Knight (Uriel’s Machine, 2004) that Enoch traveled
to the British Isles, and that a stone (or wooden)
structure built on a hilltop could be used as an astro-
nomical computer, which explains, among other
things, the length of the “megalithic yard” noted in all
megalithic sites by Professor Alexander Thom—he
spoke of their builders as “Stone Age Einsteins.”
Lomas and Knight argue that the rituals of
Freemasonry date from “Tollman’s flood” in 7500 B.c.

They also pointed out that Rosslyn Chapel, near
Edinburgh, Scotland, founded by the Templar
William St. Clair, contains carvings of exclusively
American plants such as sweet corn and aloes,
although Columbus did not discover America until
50 years after Rosslyn Chapel was built. The evi-
dence indicates that when the Templar fleet left
La Rochelle to escape the mass arrests (and exe-
cutions) inaugurated by France’s Philip the Fair in
1307, some ships sailed to America.

They also pointed out that Rosslyn Chapel, near
Edinburgh, Scotland, founded by the Templar
William St. Clair, contains carvings of exclusively
American plants such as sweet corn and aloes,
although Columbus did not discover America until
50 years after Rosslyn Chapel was built.

How did they know that America was there?
The answer seems to be from maps (like those of
Hapgood’'s “Ancient Sea Kings”) discovered by
the original Templars after the fall of Jerusalem
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to the Crusaders in A.0. 1112. King Baldwin gave
the original nine Templar knights permission to
stable their horses in the basement of the old
Temple of Solomon, deserted since the Romans
had destroyed it in A.D. 66. after a Jewish upris-
ing. Many documents belonging to a sect called
the Essenes had been stored there, one of them
(the Heavenly Jerusalem scroll) full of Masonic
symbols. It seems clear that the Essenes were
part of the Masonic tradition, and were aware of
the existence of America. The evidence indi-
cates that Jesus was not only an Essene, but
was regarded by them as the Messiah who
would overthrow Roman rule. He was crucified
after an unsuccessful attempt to stir up revolt,
and was replaced as leader of the Essenes by
his brother James.

Subsequently, St. Paul virtually invented the
religion called Christianity, in which Jesus
“the Christ” is the Savior who redeems man
from Original Sin (a thought that certainly
never entered Jesus’ head).

Subsequently, St. Paul virtually invented the
religion called Christianity, in which Jesus “the
Christ” is the Savior who redeems man from
Original Sin (a thought that certainly never
entered Jesus’ head). And when the original
Christians were massacred by the Romans in A.D.
66, St. Paul’'s version (preached abroad to gen-
tiles) went on to conquer the world. For purely
political reasons it was adopted by the Emperor
Constantine to hold his rickety empire together,
and the Council of Nicaea laid down the doctrine
of the Trinity as a dogma. Pope Leo X would say
later: “It has served us well, this myth of Christ.”
(But then, as we shall show, Pope Leo belonged
to the original religious tradition that flowed from
the Essenes, and was a member of a secret soci-
ety known as the Priory of Sion, founded in 1112
by the first Templars.)

Lomas and Knight argue that Hiram Abif, the
Temple architect, whose legend of murder by
three “apprentices” is the foundation stone of
Freemasonry, was in fact an Egyptian pharaoh
named Sequenenre, murdered by Hyksos assassins
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in an attempt to wrest from him a secret ritual for
turning a pharaoh into a god. Sequenenre’s son
subsequently drove the Hyksos (the “Shepherd
Kings”) out of Egypt. And 600 years later, the
story was turned on its head when Sequenenre
was transformed into “Hiram Abif,” architect of
Solomon’s Temple. Rosslyn was, in due course,
built by a Templar and Freemason in imitation of
Solomon’s Temple.

Solomon strayed from the old religion to
become a worshipper of Venus, and we learn how
the planet Venus is the only planet whose path
forms a perfect pentagram in the sky—the funda-
mental symbol of magic.

We go on to explore the story of the “original
(Essene) Christianity,” and how it became the
secret guarded by a line of French kings, the
Merovingians, who knew that Christianity was
an invention of St. Paul and the Council of
Nicaea, and who hoped one day to replace the
Catholic Church and restore the original
Christianity. They were overthrown when King
Dagobert Il was murdered and replaced by the
Carolingian Dynasty, but kept alive the knowl-
edge of the secret of the Priory of Sion. This
secret was accidentally discovered by a parish
priest named Beranger Sauniére in a village
called Rennes-le-Chateau (which lies in the middle
of a natural “magical” landscape, in which the
hills form an exact pentagram).

A RETURN TO 100,000 YEARS AGO

For the concluding two chapters of the book, we
return to the mystery of Hapgood’s 100,000 year-
old civilization.

It is clear that the ancients possessed some
extraordinary ability to multiply huge numbers,
very like those possessed by modern calculating
prodigies (such as five-year-old Benjamin Blyth,
who took only a few minutes to work out how many
seconds he had been alive). We explore The
Infinite Harmony by Mike Hayes, which shows the
intimate relation between the DNA code and the /
Ching. This leads to a consideration of synchronic-
ity, which modern science refuses to recognize,
and the “certain blindness in human beings” that
causes us to “filter out” so much of our experience.
Goethe, like William James, was fully aware of this
blindness, and the scientific “filters” that cause us
to see “God’s living garment” as a world of dead
matter. Goethe’s Theory of Color is explored. We
speak of “eidetic vision,” the odd ability of certain
people (like Nikola Tesla) to be able to recreate
some object inside their heads. (It is also funda-
mental to training in magic.)

Julian Jaynes realized that man is trapped in a
gray world created by the left cerebral hemisphere,
the “scientific” part of the brain. But then, Annie
Besant and C. W. Leadbeater, two founders of the
Theosophical Society, wrote a book called Occult

There is, in fact, evidence that our ancestor Homo erectus

was sailing the seas on rafts 800,000 years ago.

Sauniéere also learned that Jesus had not died
on the cross, but had been taken down after six
hours and nursed back to health, after which he
fled to France with his wife, Mary Magdalene, and
lived in Rennes-le-Chateau, then called Aireda.
The Merovingian kings were direct descendants
of Jesus and Mary Magdalene. In the mid-1990s,
following these clues, an art historian named
Peter Blake discovered a cave that he believes to
be the tomb of Jesus and Mary, and learned that
several popes and cardinals (including Richelieu)
have been members of the Priory.
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Chemistry that described quarks more than half a
century before science posited their existence.
We move on to another scientist, Chandra Bose,
who saw nature—even metals—as alive. And this
takes us back to Hapgood, who, after his retire-
ment, became interested in some very odd
aspects of science—for example, the discovery of
lie-detector expert Cleve Backster that plants can
read our minds. While still a college professor, he
did experiments with his students that demon-
strated that plants that are “prayed for” flourish
more than plants that are ignored, while plants
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We glance again at some of the evidence that man may have been around

far longer than science supposes —such as an iron nail embedded in a

piece of coal several million years old, and a mastodon’s tooth engraved

with a horned beast, that came from a Miocene bed of 25 million years ago.

that are “prayed against” often died. Hapgood
became very interested in the “life fields” discov-
ered by the American scientist Harold Burr, and the
recognition that these can be controlled by
“thought fields.” Hapgood’s studies of anthropology
led him to conclude that man has been as intelli-
gent as ourselves for at least 200,000 years, and
perhaps for two million. There is, in fact, evidence
that our ancestor Homo erectus was sailing the
seas on rafts 800,000 years ago.

Most amazing is Hapgood's experiments with
hypnosis, which proved conclusively that he
could hypnotize his students to accurately predict
the future.

The final chapter of this book contains some of
its most remarkable discoveries, beginning with
the unearthing of a half-million-year-old plank that
had been carefully planed on one side. Then we
consider Neanderthal man and some facts that
prove his high level of intelligence—and whose red
ocher mines in South Africa date back 100,000
years. One sculpture, the Berekhat Ram, has been
dated back to a quarter of a million years ago.

We consider the fact that “shamanic” cultures
take “group consciousness” for granted—the kind
of telepathic awareness that enables flocks of
birds and schools of fishes to change direction
simultaneously. Ancient man almost certainly pos-
sessed this same telepathic ability. Kevin Kelly’'s
book Out of Control describes how the whole audi-
ence at a computer conference in San Diego
learned this ability in a quarter of an hour. In this
sense, societies like ancient Egypt were almost
certainly “collectives,” which could explain their
ability to lift massive weights.

We pass on to the extraordinary discoveries of
John Michell, who pointed out that the Nineveh
number can be divided by the diameters of the sun
and moon, and that a mathematical principle
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called “the Canon” seems to lie behind ancient
science: the notion that our universe appears to
be designed along mathematical lines—the “code
of numbers that structures the universe,” which
implies that there is an intelligence behind this
design. An example is the sequence of “Fibonacci
numbers” that play such a basic part in nature,
from spiral nebulae to seashells. We discuss the
Anthropic Cosmological Principle, formulated by
astronomer Brandon Carter, which states that
the universe aims at the propagation of life, and
at Fred Hoyle's statement that “Our planet is per-
fectly suited to the incubation of life,” and that “it
looks as if some superintendent has been mon-
keying with the physics.”

In that case, what is it that makes human free-
dom so limited? Man is confined in “close-upness”
which deprives him of meaning. We glance again
at some of the evidence that man may have been
around far longer than science supposes—such as
an iron nail embedded in a piece of coal several
million years old, and a mastodon’s tooth engraved
with a horned beast, that came from a Miocene
bed of 25 million years ago.

We quote the Nobel Prize winner Frederick
Soddy, who discovered isotopes, on the evidence
of a wholly unknown and unsuspected civilization
of which all other relics have disappeared. And we
end by quoting Plato: “That things are far better
taken care of than we can possibly imagine.”

1. They still use these same psychedelic substances to this day. —Ed.

UNDERGROUND!



Robert M. Schoch and Robert S. McNally

THE MEANING OF THE PYRAMIDS

WHEN MOST ACADEMICS trained in the study of the
ancient world look at pyramids on different conti-
nents, they see proof of humankind’s division into
distinct, separate civilizations. We see something
quite the opposite: compelling evidence of the
underlying unity of civilization.

At its most extreme, the orthodox viewpoint goes
something like this. Civilization dates to no earlier
than the middle Fourth Millennium B.c. It began in
Mesopotamia, then spread to Egypt and, subse-
quently, throughout the Old World. Other civilizations
arose on their own—and much later—in the Americas,
where they remained disconnected from Asia and
Africa until Columbus piloted his three small ships
across the Atlantic. The Old World and the New
World each invented civilization independently.

| (Schoch) first came to understand there was
something wrong with this view while investigating
the origins of the Great Sphinx of Giza. As a geolo-
gist, | knew that the weathering patterns of the
Giza plateau indicated that the Sphinx was carved
in stages. In addition, the oldest portions went
back much farther than the conventional 2500 B.c.
date given the sculpture; the earliest part most
likely predates 5000 B.c.

That finding raised a significant question. Even
a first-draft Sphinx could only have been built by
a sophisticated people, one that had achieved
civilization well before the 3500 B.c. date when
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civilization supposedly arose. Who were these
unknown people? And what happened to them?

The firestorm of academic controversy ignited by
my research on the Sphinx led to our earlier book,
Voices of the Rocks (Harmony, 1999). We argued
that civilization arose earlier than generally
believed, but much of the early history of
humankind has been lost to natural catastrophes.

Yet we knew this was only the first word on the
subject. We wanted to go deeper into the question
of civilization’s origins. The pyramids offer a path
to the deep past.

As much as they symbolize the mystery
and magic of ancient Egypt, pyramids are
not uniquely Egyptian.

As much as they symbolize the mystery and magic
of ancient Egypt, pyramids are not uniquely
Egyptian. Pyramids of various sorts also appear in
the ancient African kingdom of Kush, along the Nile
between the third and fourth cataracts; as ziggurats
in ancient Mesopotamia and Sumeria (the likely
source of the biblical account of the Tower of Babel);
in England and Ireland, taking such forms as Silbury
Hill and Newgrange; in India and throughout
Southeast Asia, in the distinct style of the Buddhist
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stupa; at Angkor Wat in medieval Cambodia; at
Indonesia’s Borobudur; in ancient China; at
Teotihuacan, Tenayuca, Tenochtitlan and other sites
in the Valley of Mexico; in the ancient Olmec and
Mayan realms of southern Mexico, Guatemala,
Honduras, Belize and El Salvador; along the
Mississippi, at Cahokia and other ceremonial cen-
ters; and in Peru’s coastal region, among the people
who were the ancestors of the Inca empire, and in
that country’s northern Andes, the Inca heartland.
How can it be that a form as distinctive and
powerful as the pyramid was built in such widely
separated locales? Most scholars would answer
that the world’s many pyramids are the product of
coincidence and convergence—peoples of differ-
ent cultures imitating forms in nature, such as the
mountains of Mexico or the sand dunes of Egypt.
But is this the final word on the subject? Is it an
oversimplification? Could it be that pyramids
around the globe share a common cultural heritage?

Millennium B.c. The American pyramid tradition
died out until it was reinvigorated, from the Twelfth
Century B.c. on, by Pacific Rim mariners, primarily
Chinese. This contact contributed to the pyramid
building of the Olmecs, which spread across
Mesoamerica and, later, into the Andes.

The builders of Chartres’ Gothic cathedral are
no less geniuses because earlier architects had
erected great cathedrals. The same holds true
of the pyramids.

Such ideas remain unpopular, in part because
they smack of extreme “diffusionism” (a dirty
word to many scholars) and undercut the Old
World-New World division on which much of the
academic orthodoxy is based. As Lisa Wynn
points out in her doctoral dissertation on

Could it be that pyramids around the globe share a common

cultural heritage?

These questions are the focus of our most recent
book, Voyages of the Pyramid Builders: The True
Origins of the Pyramids From Lost Egypt to Ancient
America. In it we trace the many pyramid-building
cultures back to what may be their ultimate source:
Sundaland, a continent-sized stretch of land in
Southeast Asia (located under the current southern
reach of the South China Sea) that was inundated
by rising sea levels after the end of the last ice age,
a catastrophic event that may have been connect-
ed to cometary activity in the skies observed by the
inhabitants of Sundaland. As we argue in our book,
pyramids are symbolically connected with comets,
and the Sundalanders may well have originated the
ancient pyramid tradition, then carried it with them
as they fled the rising waters. Those who went
northwest contributed to the cultural mélange that
gave rise first to the pyramid cultures of Sumeria,
Egypt and Mesopotamia and later to those in India,
Southeast Asia and China. Sundalanders heading
east may have gotten as far as Peru, where pyra-
mids rose at Aspero at the end of the Fourth
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Egyptology," many researchers in this discipline
instinctively reject alternative theories because
they feel such thinking belittles indigenous
Egyptians by suggesting that not all of their accom-
plishments were totally independent and original.
Likewise, uncovering Old World precedents and
influences for New World pyramids is said to con-
stitute an insult to the Olmecs and the Mayans.
Nonsense. The builders of Chartres’ Gothic
cathedral are no less geniuses because earlier
architects had erected great cathedrals. The
same holds true of the pyramids.

Joseph Campbell, that ever-astute student of
mythology, argued that under the world’s many,
apparently different mythologies lay an ancient
core of common archetypal story, one joining us
all. Pyramids carry the same message: All
humankind shares a common history, one in which
civilization began in a single place and spread
across the globe.

1. Princeton University, 2003. www.princeton.edu/~lisawynn/dissertation.
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Roy A. Decker

THE SECRET LAND

ACCORDING TO OUR HISTORY BOOKS, the Americas
were discovered by Christopher Columbus in
1492. Many historians now include credit to Leif
Eriksson’s discovery of Vinland as a brief attempt
at colonization of the island of Newfoundland
around A.D. 1002. There are a number of other
claimants to the honor of having discovered and
colonized America before Columbus, ranging from
the Irish to the Chinese, with greater or lesser
evidence to support these claims. However, one
little-known ancient people did in fact reach the
Americas and even attempted a colony there more
than two thousand years before Columbus—the
empire of ancient Carthage.

The seas were not roadblocks to the
ancient people, but roads.

Recent discoveries of ancient Phoenician and
Carthaginian shipwrecks in deep seas by Robert
Ballard and others have put the lie to the old idea
that the ancients were tied to shorelines when
sailing. Ancient texts also include mentions of their
navigational tools such as the gnomon, a sort of
sun-compass, the astrolabe, using the stars for
direction and even the magnetic compass. The seas
were not roadblocks to the ancient people, but roads.

ROY A. DECKER: THE SECRET LAND

ATLANTIS AND THE AMERICAS

The Greek philosopher Plato is best known for his
tale of the “mythical” island of Atlantis. Atlantis is
the subject of numerous books and articles as
well as movies, with practically every spot on the
globe being proposed as the true location by some
theorist or other. Whether Atlantis existed or not is
not the purpose of our examination, however,
buried in Plato’s tale are clues that prove the
ancient Greeks knew of the existence of the
Americas. Consider this passage:

This power (Atlantis) came forth out of the Atlantic
Ocean, for in those days the Atlantic was navigable;
and there was an island situated in front of the
straits which are by you called the Pillars of
Heracles; the island was larger than Libya and Asia
put together, and was the way to other islands, and
from these you might pass to the whole of the oppo-
site continent which surrounded the true ocean; for
this sea which is within the Straits of Heracles is
only a harbor, having a narrow entrance, but that
other is a real sea, and the surrounding land may
be most truly called a boundless continent.

The first item to take note of here is “...in those

days the Atlantic was navigable...” which is a
record of the fact that in even more distant ancient
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Contrary to what is so often said, Plato is not the only ancient source on

Atlantis, nor the only ancient writer to refer to the Americas. Several

others wrote about the lost civilization and America including Diodorus

Siculus, Plutarch, Theopompus and Marcellus.

times, people were regularly traversing the Atlantic.
The next item to address is “...and was the way to
other islands, and from these you might pass to the
whole of the opposite continent which surrounded
the true ocean...” This is a pretty clear statement of
fact, that the people of Greece (and Egypt, the
source of the tale) were well aware of America and
its immense size. As a matter of fact, for someone
sailing along the Atlantic coast only, North and
South America would appear to be a single gigantic
landmass, which they truly are—when compared to
Europe. Many scholars now agree that the original
source of the tale of Atlantis came not from Egypt,
but from Carthaginian or Phoenician sailors. A clue
to this is found in the other book of Plato’s which
addresses the subject of Atlantis, Critias, for in
describing the allotments of land among the
descendants of Atlas we find this passage:

To his twin brother, who was born after him, and
obtained as his lot the extremity of the island
towards the Pillars of Heracles, facing the country
which is now called the region of Gades in that part
of the world, he gave the name which in the
Hellenic language is Eumelus, in the language of
the country which is named after him, Gadeirus.?

The ancient city of Gades in the southwestern
Iberian peninsula (today known as Cadiz) was
founded by Phoenicians around 1100 B.c., and
was called by them Agadir, Gadirus or Gadeirus,
and this is what Plato says is “...in the language of
the country which is named after him...” so we
have good evidence that the tale of Atlantis most
probably reached Egypt and Greece via Phoenician
or Carthaginian seafarers or merchants.

Contrary to what is so often said, Plato is not the
only ancient source on Atlantis, nor the only ancient
writer to refer to the Americas. Several others wrote
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about the lost civilization and America including
Diodorus Siculus, Plutarch, Theopompus and
Marcellus. Aelian, in his collection of stories and
reports titled Varia Historia (Historical Miscellany)
included the tale of Silenus and the Satyr. Citing as
his source Theopompus, Aelian wrote:

Europe, Asia and Libya (Africa) are islands, around
which the ocean flows, and the only continent is the
one surrounding the outside of this world. He
explained how infinitely big it is, that it supports
other large animals and men twice the size of those
who live here. Their lives are not the same length as
ours, but in fact twice as long. There are many large
cities, with various styles of life, and laws in force
among them are different from those customary
among us. He said there were two very big cities,
not at all like each other, once called Warlike and
the other Pious. The inhabitants of Pious live in
peace and with great wealth; they obtain the fruits
of the earth without the plough and oxen, and they
have no need to farm and cultivate.?

If we take into consideration that the Greeks and
Romans were receiving imperfect reports of the
Americas, (through Phoenician and Punic traders)
this tale from Aelian is most remarkable. There is
no question that this passage from Aelian is refer-
ring to the Americas, and fits surprisingly well with
what we know about the ancient civilizations thriving
in the Americas at this time. The references to
“cities” shows that Aelian cannot be talking about
some islands off the coast of Africa as some his-
torians propose and the statement that the
inhabitants do not use the plow or oxen (which
were indeed not known in the Americas before the
time of Columbus) is fair proof that we are referring
to America. Aelian provides more information on
the mysterious continent:

UNDERGROUND!



The inhabitants are not less than 20 million.
Sometimes they die of iliness, but this is rare, since
for the most part they lose their lives in battle,
wounded by stones or wooden clubs (they cannot
be harmed by iron). They have an abundance of
gold and silver, so that to them gold is of less value
than iron is to us.*

The strange statement that the inhabitants are
wounded by stones or wooden clubs and are not
harmed by iron may stem from a garbled report—
they were indeed not “harmed by iron” since they
did not know of it. The next point of interest is that
gold is of less value to them than iron is to
Europeans—when first encountered by Europeans,
many early explorers including Columbus made
similar reports about many native Amerindian
peoples. Aelian states that these faraway people
once made an expedition to Europe, reaching “the
Hyperboreans” (Britain) and finding them poor or
uncivilized, returned in disgust. Aelian also makes
mention of other relatively civilized people (he calls
them “Meropes” which means “mortals”) living
beyond the coastal cities, and on the edge of their
territory a place called “the Point of No Return”—a
giant chasm that sounds suspiciously like the
Grand Canyon!

Whence came this knowledge of the Americas?
These records are from the Greeks and Romans,
but they were passing along information obtained
from some other people, a nation of intrepid sea-
farers who had “been there” and returned with
marvelous tales.

THE PHOENICIANS AND KING
SOLOMON'’S MINES

The Phoenicians were already plying the open
seas for trade by 2500 B.c. when the Egyptians
bought timber from them to build their first ships.
The Phoenician trading ships were bringing to the
Mediterranean such exotic fare as cinnamon,
incense, cloves, ivory, ebony, apes and even pea-
cocks from lands as far away as Southeast Asia
and Africa. This much is not disputed by scholars.
Considering what the Phoenicians were already
doing, it is no surprise that they were willing and
eager to enter into a joint venture with King
Solomon for mutual benefit. With Solomon providing
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a port on the Red Sea, the opportunities for profits
were vast.

Solomon was crowned king of a powerful Hebrew
state created by his father David, which was large-
ly at peace for most of the duration of his reign.
This prolonged peace allowed him to pursue
expansion in commerce and building. To increase
his income revenues, Solomon allied with King
Hiram, of Tyre, the richest and most powerful of
the Phoenician city-states; together they built a
trading fleet in the Red Sea port of Ezion-Geber.
The story is found in the Old Testament:

“King Solomon built a fleet of ships at Ezion-Geber,
which is near Eloth on the shore of the Red Sea, in
the land of Edom. And Hiram sent with the fleet his
servants, seamen who were familiar with the sea,
together with the servants of Solomon; and they
went to Ophir, and brought from there gold, to the
amount of four hundred and twenty talents; and
they brought it to King Solomon.”

“Moreover the fleet of Hiram, which brought gold
from Ophir, brought from Ophir a very great amount
of almug wood and precious stones.”®

“For the king had a fleet of ships of Tarshish at
sea with the fleet of Hiram. Once every three years
the fleet of ships of Tarshish used to come bringing
gold, silver, ivory, apes and peacocks. Thus King
Solomon excelled all the kings of the earth in riches
and in wisdom. And the whole earth sought the
presence of Solomon to hear his wisdom, which
God had put into his mind.””

The location of Ophir has been the subject
of much debate, but a good case can be
made for Peru as the true location.

There are other references that repeat these basic
points, however, we can draw our conclusions from
these passages. Solomon built his fleet on the Red
Sea, from which they sailed to distant Ophir and
Tarshish. The location of Ophir has been the sub-
ject of much debate, but a good case can be made
for Peru as the true location. (For example, com-
pare some of the Moche effigy pots that depict
people who appear to be either Hebrew or at least
Semitic, or who had contact with these people.)
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Ophir was almost certainly not some place in India
or Africa (as has been proposed by some theorists)
because these places could easily be reached by
overland caravans or by sea in considerably less
time than three years. In fact, an ancient Greek
text titled the Periplus Erythraeum describes the
sea route from Africa and Egypt to India and back,
pointing out the correct time of the seasonal winds
and indicating that such a voyage would require no
more than one year including months of time for
trading. To further support the case for a South
American location for Ophir, a few years ago the
explorer Gene Savoy found an inscription in a cave
in Peru with the exact same glyph for Ophir, identi-
fying Peru as one and the same!

Tarsus was little more than a collection of mud
huts in the time of Solomon and the city was
founded by the Assyrian king Sennacherib more
than 100 years after Solomon’s death. Besides,
the true Tarshish was known to the Greeks as
Tartessus, and was located in the southwestern
Iberian penin