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There’s plenty of evidence about what Paul Morphy did
when he crushed his opponents, game after game. We
know exactly how he moved in thousands of situations.

But why did he choose one move over all the other
possibilities? What was he hoping to accomplish each time
he moved?

The CIA (Chess Intelligence Agency) has produced
pictures of every move Morphy made in seven of his
games. They’'ve also diagramed quite a few possible moves
that Morphy chose not to make!

In this booklet, you can view all of these moves. After
studying each one, can you match it to a possible motive?



How Lo Use This ISook
Move 4 m ﬁ:w u

There are 4 chess diagrams on each page. The diagrams show
positions from the games of the great player, Paul Morphy. The
diagrams are always shown from the side Morphy was playing.

A possible chess move is written above each diagram. These moves
are marked by letters. You'll use the letters when matching moves
to motives. Most of these moves were actually made in a game
by Morphy. But on every page there’'s always a weak move listed
-- a move Morphy did not play.

There are also 4 questions on each page. Each question belongs
with one of the 4 moves on that page. The questions and the
moves are given in random order so a question might refer to any
of the moves listed on that page.

Each question should be answered using a different move. That is,
you should use each move (letter) only once fo answer a question.
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Sample diagram and move.

The Two Steps For Finding Morphy’s Motives:

Q Spend some time looking at each chess diagram on a page. Pay close
attention to the move written for each position.
being made. Do you think each move would be weak or strong? Why?

@ Now look over the 4 questions for the page.
each question, circle the letter of the move which you think goes best

IMAGINE the move

In the answer box beside

with that question. See the last page for info about the answer key!



/Nowphy’s /Noves TWere Laken FFeom Lhese 7 CGames:

Pages 1- 6: P. Morphy vs. Duke Karl of Brunswick and Count Isouard (Paris, 1858)
Pages 7 - 14: P. Morphy vs. A. Forde (New Orleans, 1858)
Pages 15 - 24: T. Barnes vs. P. Morphy (London, 1858)
Pages 25 - 30: P. Morphy vs. E. Rousseau (New Orleans, 1849)
Pages 31 - 37: P. Morphy vs. P. Dominguez (Havanna, 1864)
Pages 38 - 48: L. Paulsen vs. P. Morphy (New York, 8th Game of Match, 1857)

Pages 49 - 58: L. Paulsen vs. P. Morphy (New York, 6th Game of Match, 1857)
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GAME ONE

TIPS about the MO TIVES behind MORPHY'S MOVES:

Morphy’s STRATEGY (Long-Term Game Plan):

Early in the game, Morphy follows his usual plan of focusing
pressure on the weak square 7. Morphy shifts his forces to the
gueen-side when Black makes his & vulnerable from that side.
Black fails to develop his pieces (needlessly trading away a
developed &) and then makes a risky pawn attack on Morphy’s
pieces. Morphy fies Black up in knots by not giving him a chance
to castle, by keeping the Black army cramped and immobile, and
by using coordinated moves to build unstoppable pressure on the
queen-side.

Morphy’s TACTICS (Short-Term Ambush Methods):

Morphy makes terrific use of pins in this game. He also makes an
amazing ¥ sacrifice to deflect a &y away from defending its & .
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Moves and Motives From
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GAME TWO

TIPS about the MO TIVES behind MORPHY'S MOVES:

Morphy’s STRATEGY (Long-Term Game Plan):

Again in this game, Morphy puts pressure on the weak square {7
with his opening moves. Morphy quickly castles on his king-side
and then takes steps to keep Black from castling his & to safety.
To trap the black &, Morphy first draws him out into the open.
Then he pushes the & to the side of the board -- far away from
the black pieces sitting on the queen-side of the board.

Morphy’s TACTICS (Short-Term Ambush Methods):

Playing this game blindfolded, Morphy demonstrates over and
over how incredibly familiar he is with the terrain of the chess
battlefield. He uses bold clearance moves to open up lines ffiles,
ranks, and diagonals) for attacks. These tactics are made much
more effective by his use of interference moves, which he uses
to close the lines Black needs to defend his &.




A\
£§\§\

NI
R
o> I

2 )
s | B 2533| % =273 > 3583| > 3555
5% 2sag 5803 Sxd 2 Sg23
sl | @ S| e Saz3| ® gfc3| ®@ F25E
g - g588¢ sF20 S52% 23| N
| ° Bode| © Bgas| ” B353| ° E5zF
1 32-3 °28| o 2392| o 278
|9 2382| O0 gzx| O ~z53| 9 GEmg
AN J
i\ "R SIS V) B @) W N B o) % [l \ A O NN V) B o) W N BN ¢ %
< <
. DIEbeD\\ N\ x| © = [EEREN N\ Jewmgf O
\ \ A S D SRR >
CEW W \'\:\\ P P
n@@\ \&@w n@“\ \ &w
=Bk N\ e ~EkR N\
o R\ G - 2R @&
2 \ Nl \
N NN \\\\\& & S\ xk AN
D e Q B e 5%
\—/ \—/

[l \ SIS SRRV B @) W N BN ¢)

“m \!:!
@W\ \ Wb

\\\\\

\\\

O p o0 q ®

S W NeE
e W »
m&ar@@\\\\

% \\D:|> \\\\\
0 e

( b )

<\ N\
= [\
= [EERR

apaqe

N\

NN
N
NN\ ek N

S
NN

o JNE

7,

I%

\

i) S "N V) @) SN B o} %
“ N w3
\:\\z\\'_’\\\
iw\ NI
EERR N\ \ \Q
RRAN @\ <)
@@ \ \Q N
@\ \ &
EE[ED:D» \ _




g < . = =)
| » B2Z| > g525| > 2853 > 3.2
LS g 287 2285 e s So=3
27| o 533 | w 883 | w -832| w §E23
g0 +3533 23523 332> €31 OO
AR ePd g 322¢<S 5093 §3Ccw
soi | O elegs]l O 5325 0 22| O 307 a
50 BeS= 583> FZ7 0 @ _ Q@
ST £ = o822 > Ol o Qas.. 0
' |lo 2%5]| o 8Y22| o Rzzg| o P73
4 S5 T_0 82 ~ g
AN J
= IEEEN LA ® S 1T T L
> @ O 3=
- \\\\\\ \'\:\\ - m Lt e
°R@\@\&@b/—\ OR@\@R I
> gk \“\» ~ Tk \“\»m
§ “\%«\\ﬁ @ : “\wg iy
RO PO “L BRI\ \\'\g\\ S¥
Pl (Y m\@\\y@&
R N\ \\eriu =[DERR N\ e
2 2
[T > e @ . \\ O
NN @ \\\ \ \ SN
- gz\ N e -8 \\\\\\'\g\\
~ i LE&E@%\\&!:\&}? § Eﬂ\%w\ﬂﬂf}}’\%\\ TR
DA\ \\\
a@@ \ \»m ~ T ik \m\»@
- |t = B\ \§ | o
- HR
L/ \—/

1€

N \\\\
R

NN

DO
R

\W\ \
\

\

\@ﬁ\ A\

= N\

> (B

SN

\

e

\\\
PR

S\




¢ [ . = - )
D& = = @
o> 385.35|» 3,83 » L3585 >» &.2
i3 5885 g2 225 S 5>
P | w 3925| w 3383| w 3235%3| w 2§3
1 55=2 22§55 585¢ 285 | N\O
e 3520 5289 o 5B
31 O 8.3 O 53| O S| O g =
iy c0z S 25:2 %283 S %2
3§§m m___ﬁO: -hg_gm - D-j_._ h"’%
AN J
i S SRS S SNV ) B @) NN e 'e) ; — N W kR N 0 g
T B ST B w2
- @z\\\\ \'\:\\\ o - gz\\\ wm >
° SN S \\\\\EE&\\Q&\\}»» ° gﬁ% S S Eﬁg\\g \\\\\}m
a\@\\&\aw < a\@\\g\\i ;
o (<> Jote o
wmm\v\“\gﬁ 09 aze e | X
S SN .
\\\\“\ §\;\“\
-EeE e @ o e |
=R & XH'.III = @»\ & &H@Iﬂ
D | < A D | <
ol 1 L g &0 W
v@\ LA v@\ N\ AN
NN IV NN
okwwb\ LT mkwwb\ pr )
> [E= ik \Q\“m ~ B2k \Q\W‘ (D
o R BB o o R DG vh
- A AR A N RS
. % Qgﬁl):l):\\ [fj? H \JN
\—/ \—/

Bl 5

NN \
R \

| \\\\\x o

NN




> £ N

&

Y& Q_Q Q. = ¢ ~ Qo

RS -
ol > S8=s|>» ZzE|>» oasz|>» 2%£3%3
< >sa> 000> 3503 SO0 F
£5 € ZS*0 S €3 T & © xS
e 5530 333 2l 2 %
st |l ® cozosl ® =£32| w w2 1 ® 2223 e
g5 o = = (e ggao
A ¥ 54£73.8 = 350 5<gd
A 053 283 &5 2 o gl
s | O FS3z| O _mRS| O 82| O opz3
AL 8285 g 5 ® & =29 o o=
I 53T R Pt 533 FER

Sl\-‘ . =

|l o *gV=z|lo 23g3| o =2°3| 0O 233

'R\ET 5 O = 17 %Q — U0 =0

= L N y

[l \S AN OS RNV B ) SN N6 ¢)

\\\\

N

\\\\
S

N
iR

& e
\\®@§

NN

5 p o0 q ®

72

“Dﬂ%}i@%§ A

\\\\

oz%nbsv»\

x
\s\

\\\\\\\

L S U NV ) @) W e e)

=T BB
OR_W_EnE
i e

N\ 1o Jif

\\\ \\\\\ SO

\\\\

R\

F?s}i\\ﬁ\

\\\\
ek

B\

\\\\

\\\\

\\\\\ .

N\
\SN\

— ——

\ ]
l:“?\ A\ \H’E

\ \032\

( QB‘:@’ )@a/\ow

( gpx‘@’ ) 0 oo

quB

@)

[l \ S AN OSSN V) B o) S N N6 ¢

\\\ R
l@\ \

( ‘[Qg )Walxow

\\\

\
t??\

\\\\
N

N
NESHIR

SN

QNN

EEIEE\%

\\\\\

\ \\\\

N
=R

N\

8@\\

\\&'\
\ \\

\\\\
\\\

\\

\\\
\

\

\\\\

Ll

\\\\\

—

S



& f
21 sozs _ o a )
(- | > 2555| > 33%5| > ZsEZ| > Bss
£5 ¢ s 3223 o8& 85>
g7 | w 5335 - ) 5332 o 22
g5 Fzea| ® Y8 a| ® &5T 3| @ =<P°
g: & 3o >5Q35F o590 S0
sc | A Fos3 zg82S 52306 azsg | =
|0 Exsi| o SEag| o Z2R3| C §2is
ST 8 B@e 23!2 g 8005
19 3558 °© *32°|l o 2535] 0 =875
B e =Q ® = S
~
i A "N V) B ) SN e o) g — NN W B WU &N d o %
o® <
A > (G iz g O
— D‘lfﬁ\ \ }w»\ >
n \\\\ \\ N
- \\ w\\\
_aNN Q. . \\\\§ @'@@ . 09
TS SEN -1 e\ N\
Q&D:DD Y \ T \f\\\\\\\\\ \& \& NN \§ i-'k
\\\ A \ = (@R N (R
SR \ =L BR N\ e
D; NEE;A V) TS NN B ¢'e) g R S O U S N e og
[EE w3 - [T s
e N
\\ N \k@p& \@}B ) \\ gﬂ[}\ \\\\\ /—\
\\\\\\\k\\\\\\\\ \& g & Q\g o m \\ % D
o |IE @ '\\;'\\”33\\§ N D:[E S §§g;k\ @“: Eﬁg
. S \D\_\;ﬁ?ﬁé §\\\\\\\\§x\ X o . N\ Q\\\ 2 &\\
IR N\ \& & & - D \ & X
- a@; N N A (D \O:E\ &\ k
) QE\T'.\Q& Q&\\ \\‘t\\.\é D \J‘ . @M\\& \\x F\'\' Q-‘
= D::D:\\ N\ \\Hm _ R \\E\;’\cﬁk \\ \\\\\ - U‘
\__ | & Jo> |




o
o [ B

9 8 =3_= o9 = 3 3§'

Ee = < =3
s 0| P Z253| » 0083 > s8=| > 330
3 @ = S o370 2 3 QO S

£ g (s 2] S @ > S O
25 ¢ T 20T s o > S ® @ = a <
LR <g> =0 3= do=o0O >0 o
S 8 > S o3 o =
o © o< - = 0 - o)
QI R (v s —~ P aoo=~a (v s =0 v e 0 0< p—
&gg (o] = >0 ana O LQWO e w
O & = < 0 < =.

& g C ® o S22 0
ac o 5203 "o & St S ©QIT=
Fald 0O @2c? O o=a3 (@] 1 ® O >22=
Al 8 d s>* = xIo @ 2~
8% ¢ 583 a O o ~SoT e s

| o g825| o "mg8]| O o5 | o Xel5

g o0 wn : Sm s @)

AN J

_ N W RN N N o

\ N ‘HQ \l
\gi\% \\N\\\\\\\\Q
B Jop

SO\ O

N\

N NN Q& N N
A\ e
.

SN \
B0

N NN
§WQ»§

\\\\\\ N

\\\\\\\\\ \

N\

&m&%§”@

\Jo

(com )@a;ow

( gpx@’ ) ) onoW

5 p o q ®

J

3

i S N "N V) B o) SN B o}

§

; \“x Q\\\ \
Y&;@Q&gw
A\ IR

e

N N N

[l A O NN V) B o) U N B¢

» »m'

o
OF_u_mn

\\\\\

\\\\
R

\\\ NN

>\

)3
NUhE N
RN
SeleE

\\\\

\ \H“_

(ﬁ@%;)wmw

( o7 )




> N

Qi T o g 33 oS 3=

si o > 3590 > 28| > wag=] P + 5o

s< & 9"('3 = o= 0~ Q Do~

5 ¢ @ ~ P 2T 0 S~& Q<52

5o Qn =2 "W 8> 3% a3

sl | ® ¥Eg| ® 25352|® o3| ® 2385 | em

25 P Sg—~on 08095 £33 S58<5

g =3 - -4

A S o7 = S o FQ T ® 5235 N

il (@) =l - A=) O ‘ogmg (@] 0 g«© (@) <>a%

5: L "800 2=85% £25 “Za3

= -e —

3t ¢ M =53 ©3897T 3a? S 0o

B E O vwZzZoo O %8021 O Q5o O ol =

£ o0 T2 3o S S0=
AN i - -

_ N W RN N N o

S

2

(] . NN

& m@%§¥§®&m

\ k NN

TR §@w§§§p

\\ \\\\\\\ \\\& W \% &k\ &D::Dsgﬁi§\ \\\@

: .\ OO \\\\\& (%\\ \\\\\m

\N
\__/

\\\\\\\E §§ xé\“\\\\\i W R‘\S\\s\

SN N
N
Q RN
\

N ER KL
Ewom
\%\E\

B\ B

\\\\

( on )

[l \ SIS SRRV B @) W N BN ¢)

= IR\ g“»m
O e
BB I He
N\ @@\ o
\

B
- @\Qw§\
\ H&\

= TGN\ g\»m
SO N e
\\\§ E\“m&
N

.

57/
( = )

/

e

NN

/

%

MW N
“L R AN\

SN

\
= [\ R
LR\ e

NN
RN

= N\

3
<%
%




14

(" Which move places the )
black & in checkmate?

A B C D

This move would have

been a blunder since it
wouldve let Black's &
capture Morphy's %:

A B C D

This also would’ve been
a blunder since it would
let Black's & capture
Morphy’s ¥

A B C D

Which move here does
NOT give check? (But
Morphy used it to set up
checkmate.)

A B C D
\. J
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GAME THREE

TIPS about the MO TIVES behind MORPHY'S MOVES:

Morphy’s STRATEGY (Long-Term Game Plan):

Morphy plays on the black side for this game. Since he starts out
a move behind, he immediately makes sure that White does not
have a chance to build up an advantage. Once his minor pieces
are ready for action, Morphy hits upon a daring but winning
strategy. He lets White chase after one of his & 's which is still
sitting in a corner. While White is out rook-hunting, Morphy’s
mounts a coordinated attack on the defenses around White's &.
Before long, White's protection around his & is in shambles.
While White’'s men are spread out and unable to work together
for defense or offense, Morphy builds more and more pressure
on White's broken king-side.

Morphy’s TACTICS (Short-Term Ambush Methods):

Morphy’s moves in this game repeatedly make double threats.
On several occasions, he moves a man in a way which threatens
a White chessman with capture -- and at the same time
threatens checkmate in the near future.
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GAME FOUR

TIPS about the MO TIVES behind MORPHY'S MOVES:

Morphy’s STRATEGY (Long-Term Game Plan):

Morphy uses an extremely aggressive strategy in the following
game. Early in the game, he sees that Black does not
understand how important it is to develop &ys and & s quickly.
He also sees that his opponent is more than willing to forget
about defense (for the short-lived excitement of attacking the
world’s best player!). Morphy wastes no time punishing Black for
being greedy. He lures Black into tearing down his own wall of
pawns on the king-side, then unleashes a non-stop attack on the
defenseless black &.

Morphy’s TACTICS (Short-Term Ambush Methods):

Since Morphy plays most of this game with a huge advantage in
development (Black’s only active pieces are his & and &), he
has many opportunities for tactics. Watch for forks, pins,
discovered attacks and decoys (when Morphy forces a man to
move where he shouldn't really go!).
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GAME FIVE

TIPS about the MOTIVES behind MORPHY'S MOVES:

Morphy’s STRATEGY (Long-Term Game Plan):

Bring out the king-side & and & quickly, to squares where they
can work together. Castle early if the center of the board is likely
to open up. Put pressure on f7. Sound familiar? Morphy starts
out with these recurring themes. Then he builds on this plan by
expanding it -- bringing out even more men, putting increased
pressure on the enemy &, and keeping the opponent’'s army as
cramped as possible.

Morphy’s TACTICS (Short-Term Ambush Methods):

Morphy both threatens and actually executes many tactics in this
game. Watch especially for_forks, pins, and discovered attacks.
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GAME SIX

TIPS about the MOTIVES behind MORPHY'S MOVES:

Morphy’s STRATEGY (Long-Term Game Plan):

Morphy played from the black side of the board in this game
against one of his strongest competitors. Since he knew that his
opponent, Louis Paulsen, was a very careful (and incredibly slow)
player, Morphy's style in this game was to gradually gain small
advantages. As opposed to the previous games, Morphy does
not come crashing through the other player’'s defenses in
dramatic fashion. Instead, he picks up an advantage in material
here, an advantage in position there. The outcome is eventually
the same as in the other games!

Morphy’s TACTICS (Short-Term Ambush Methods):

Morphy wins a & for a & using a fork. He gains another
advantage by setting up a discovered attack. To strengthen his
position, he takes control of an open file, doubles his s, and
creates and advances passed % s.
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\<<:_9 move atftacks a n@u)
which has been pinned?

A B

Which move offers a &
trade -- but not an
equal trade since it will
leave Black with control
of the board!

A B

White must surrender material after
Morphy pushes his # to c2 to attack
the &.

On page 48, you'll see how Morphy's
clever coordination of his troops gave
him unstoppable power on the chess
battlefield -- even against the best
opponents of his time. (White in this
game was played by an opponent who
developed strategies still used today.)

Louis Paulsen could see that complete
demolition was just ahead in this
game. He spared himself the agony
of watching his ship go down to a
true master of the board. Here's
what probably would have happened
next if they had continued ...
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After Paul Morphy played Move B shown above, Louis Paulsen
resigned. Morphy had been gradually collecting advantages
in material and in position. Paulsen realized the dam was
about to break loose.

The moves on the next page were not actually part of the
game. They're included to show how Morphy could have
proceeded to take White's £ and one of his & s off the
board. This would leave Black with overwhelming control of
the queen-side -- the side where Morphy had already
created passed % s!
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The winning position for Morphy (Black) in Game 7.

How did he get there?

KK KK XKKKKKXKXKXKXK KKK ¥ ¥ X

Diagrams for Game 7 are shown
from Black’s view of the board.

Thie game ended when White
resigned in the position shown.

KX E KK KKEKXKKKEKXKKEKXXKK¥X



GAME SEVEN

TIPS about the MOTIVES behind MORPHY'S MOVES:

Morphy’s STRATEGY (Long-Term Game Plan):

This game is from the same match as Game 6. Morphy and
Paulsen are again fighting to be the champion at the First
American Chess Congress (held in 1857, shortly before the
American Civil War). Early in this game, Morphy gains a huge
positional advantage by taking control of the two center files.
Once Morphy brings his ¥ into play, things get really interesting!
At first he uses the & to crush White's chances of gaining some
influence in the middle of the board. Then he makes a stunning
sacrifice with the ¥, after which White is unable to repair the
gaping hole in front of his &.

Morphy’s TACTICS (Short-Term Ambush Methods):

Especially toward the end of this game, notice how Morphy
chooses moves which are as forceful as possible. He gives very
good demonstrations of ways to use discovered checks, to clear
lines, and to create interference.
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é White has allowed a )
hole in his defense at
d3. Morphy’s move Kkills
White’s chance to free
himself through d2-d4:

A B C D

After this move, there
won't be a single man
left from White’s army
on ranks 3 through 8!

A B C D

Where does Morphy
move his aftacked & so
that the c6 & won‘t be

lost to a skewer?

A B C D

Morphy wouldn‘t have
moved his & info such
cramped quarters.

A B C D
\. J
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(" Where does Morphy )

refreat his & , keeping it

| N 1| Y N
e whie 7 N&WW§MPQ%_ e wom
[ Bamen 8§ [ anun =
A B C D V. . . V. . . A
— V7. A1) I B B Ny
With which move does 6 \ \N\H\ 6 \\ \N\H\
Morphy make sure that . H\ \Hw e ; H&\\\ \ ..—..w ...... H
White doesnttraphis &8 | " | 27X x x| 1 .
with a4-a5? 8 @\ A K V@ /A E
h g f e d ¢ b a h g f e d ¢ b a
A B C D

Which move does Black
use to clear the back

rank for his a8 ® and to
support his c6 % ? Move C Gw u Move D) m Um Xmﬂ% u

A B C D

[EETZE ® &«
Even without sleep for 9 2\ R \\\ 2
days, Morphy wouldn't 3 \n@u\m\ 5 x_ 3
:or%mwmm%mm:m n_murrm@#ﬂm“ : \ \ \ W\\ A :

s\ 7. 7. 20 >

A B C D @\\\m\ﬁw 6
\. J 7 Wu..m 1 \ W..m 1 7
8 8
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Find the Solutions!

The answers to the problems in this
book are hidden in a secret file at my
web site. To find the file, use the
chess board on the right to complete
the coded message. Good Luck!

QUNO\. Chester gﬁhﬁm\wwﬁ %ﬁ
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Finish Decoding

mﬁoamoai*
T H E S E C R E T F
g6 d7 e3 b6 f6 g8 gl 6 gb cb f2 h7 “db a2 e3 e6 gl dl "Bl g4 "e2 gb f2 "h7 "Bb "h8 d& h3

"8 B b6 g6 d7 B8 hd e6 f5 a3 g6 gb f3 d& e3 b f2 dl &5 & 6 gb e/ f6 g3

"hé "d8 "hé b2 fI "f3 d2 h7 g8 e hd b5 c6 gl d7 e3 f6 ed b2 gl d2 3 o/ hZ e8 hb g2 b2 d7 b c3



