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Explanation of Symbols

The chessboard with its coordinates:
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♔ King

♕ Queen

♖ Rook

♗ Bishop

♘ Knight

! good move

!! excellent move

? bad move

?? blunder

!? interesting move

?! dubious move
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+– White has a decisive advantage

–+ Black has a decisive advantage

= balanced position

∞ unclear
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Introduction

One day, at the end of a group lesson on basic rook endgame positions that I had just given at my club, one of my students, Hocine, aged about ten, came up to ask me: «But what is the point of knowing the Lucena or Philidor positions? I never get that far. Often I lose before the ending because I didn’t know the opening. Teach us the Sicilian Defence instead, it will be more useful». Of course, I tried to make him understand that if he lost it was not always, or even often, because of his shortcomings in the opening. I also explained to him that learning the endgames was essential to progress in the other phases of the game, and that the positions of Philidor or Lucena (to name but these two) should be part of the basic knowledge of any chess player, in much the same way that a musician must inevitably study the works of Mozart and Beethoven, sooner or later. However, I came to realize that I had great difficulty in making him see reason.

Meanwhile Nicolas, another of my ten-year-old students, regularly arrives at classes with a whole bunch of new names of openings that he gleaned here and there on the internet, and that he proudly displays to his club mates. They remain amazed by all these baroque-sounding opening names, and they have a deep respect for his encyclopaedic knowledge. For my part, I try to behave like a teacher by explaining to Nicolas that his intellectual curiosity is commendable, but that knowledge of the Durkin Attack, the Elephant Gambit or the Mexican Defence, as exciting as they might be, has a rather limited practical interest at the board.

Hocine and Nicolas are certainly not isolated examples. Many youngsters are convinced that knowledge of opening theory can be used to measure, like a barometer, the strength of a chess player. «If he’s stronger than me, it’s simply because he knows more openings!». We rarely hear a competitor – let alone a youngster – complain of losing because he does not know how to play queen endgames or because he does not master the subtleties of the pawn structure.

The opening has indeed always had a sort of fascination for chess players. One only has to observe that most competitive players, whatever their level, devote the bulk of their work to it, and for this they can count on the abundant chess literature. More has been written about the initial phase of the game than about any other area of chess, whether it is the middlegame, the endgame, the history or the strategy.

Unfortunately, very often another parallel point is clear: many players, among those who embark on competition, spend a considerable time studying the openings, but do not get their money’s worth. Some of them arrive at the chessboard swamped with variations that they have memorized beyond the 20th move at times, but are completely baffled when their opponent plays a bad move that is not part of their repertoire. In fact, they have learned without really understanding.

For the last twenty years I have had the pleasure – every day that passes I am convinced that it is one – to accompany young players as they progress, whether in my club or within the French team that I’ve supervised for twelve years. Hocine, Nicolas, and many other students – both young and old – have asked me, sometimes insistently, to write down all of our work on the openings in the form of a book. It was with some reluctance at first, because I did not really see what I could add to everything that had already been written on the subject, but I did write it, and now I make it available to the public.

Another book on the openings, one might think at first. I have, however, the weakness to believe that this book will be original and that it will stand out from most of the others. At least in its approach, and above all because of the audience for which it is intended.

Its public, first of all.

Some films are forbidden to those under 16 years old. I would have wanted to say, at first, that this book was only for youngsters. However, as age is obviously not involved in progress at chess, I should really say that it is forbidden to players above a certain level. More seriously, this book is not intended to prepare masters, or even candidate masters (at least not right away), but to bring ideas and points of reference to players – young and less young alike – who engage in competitions and are not sure where to start studying openings. The primary objective of this book is just to help these players by offering a reliable and efficient repertoire that they can assimilate without spending too much time on it, and above all which emphasizes understanding over memorization. This book will also be useful for organizers and trainers of clubs who do not feel competent when they have to teach openings.

Original in its approach, next.

Those who leaf through this book hoping to find the latest fashionable novelties from the Najdorf or Grünfeld may close it. In the pages that follow there are no major theoretical lines and no 2Aa431 variations, but a collection of complete games. Far more than being able to recite the first ten moves of an opening by heart, it is important to know the typical middlegame plans that result from this opening, and it is only by studying complete games that you can discover these.

I have made the choice to select games from young players, whenever possible, rather than games from grandmasters. It is in this sense that this work will differ from most other treaties on the openings. If I have made such a choice, it is for at least two reasons:

1. What would I have to add to the games of grandmasters that have already been analysed by illustrious players and that can be found in many other publications?

2. It seems profitable, at least at first, to study the games of children and enthusiasts, with their characteristic faults, rather than those of grandmasters, albeit often free of major mistakes but sometimes a little difficult to grasp for the layman. Obviously, it is impossible to study an opening without drawing on the experience of the best players. This is why some games from great champions will be included in the collection.

This book is designed in the form of a repertoire. It offers systems targeted specifically at White, and not an encyclopaedic survey of all the openings. Because of the density of the material, it was finally decided to do two volumes. On the same principle, a 2nd volume will thus propose a repertoire for Black against White’s main moves (naturally starting with 1.e4 and 1.d4).

You will notice that many proposed openings bear the name of ‘Attack’. I deliberately chose offensive variations. Playing aggressive openings allows the development of tactical vision in open positions, which can only be beneficial to progress. This is why it is natural that I recommend 1.e4 as the opening move for White. In any case, it is an essential stage on the road for any beginner. There will always be time later to eventually move on to other more strategic, and therefore more complex, openings.

At the end of each chapter a series of exercises will test that the concepts discussed have been assimilated, and it’s not necessarily always a question of mating, either, but sometimes just of finding the appropriate plan. An experienced player can try to solve the positions before reading the chapter.

Evidently, it would be extravagant of me to claim that the examined openings win or even ensure a forced advantage. This book is not intended to guarantee a victory in less than 20 moves against any defence. If such miracle cures existed, they would be widely known.

On the other hand, this book should enable you to build an opening repertoire without too much effort. You can then devote more time to other sectors, in particular to tactics, which are fundamental. As a result, your progress in the other phases of the game is thus strengthened and success at the board should not delay.

Eh, yes! Even if a well-managed opening repertoire does not guarantee victory, it can greatly contribute. Hocine and Nicolas will appreciate this and will not disagree.

Now I wish you a safe and rewarding journey of initiation into the fabulous world of the openings. If, in addition to acquiring new knowledge, you will have fun, this modest book will have achieved its goal.

Vincent Moret
 Nancy, February 2016





Chapter 1

Chi va piano va sano:
 The Giuoco Pianissimo

1.e4!

This is the move that I recommend in this book, and which will form the basis of our repertoire. From the black side this is also the move we will most often be confronted with, at least when facing young players or amateurs venturing into competition.

1…e5

What is valid for White is often equally valid for Black. The symmetrical advance of the king pawn is the most natural, and it is this which will actually be the most prevalent among beginners. In the 2nd volume of this work, I will recommend another option for Black, the Scandinavian Defence, which has the merit of immediately breaking the symmetry to quickly obtain an active and dynamic position. However, before embarking on this opening a player without any theoretical knowledge will inevitably have to pass by 1…e5, often just by imitation.

2.♘f3

Again the most natural move, and therefore probably the best. White develops a piece while attacking the e5-pawn. There are other lines of attack, such as the King’s Gambit (2.f4) the Vienna (2.♘c3) or the Centre Game (2.d4), which can give very good results against amateurs, but they will not be treated in this book. Once again, my goal is to provide a targeted repertoire, not an encyclopaedic study of all the openings.

2…♘c6

The other ways of defending the e5-pawn (or counterattacking the e4-pawn) will be treated in Chapter 3 (from White’s perspective, needless to say).

3.♗c4

[image: image]

The starting position of the Italian Opening, which is one of the oldest chess openings. Some variations can be found in the analyses of Italian authors from the 17th century, including the famous Gioachino Greco, who we will return to and who will have a central role in the 2nd chapter.

The choice of this Italian Opening is, in my opinion, perfectly appropriate, and therefore recommendable for young players (and the not-so-young). Already, it fully meets the three basic opening principles that all beginners should apply: occupying the centre, developing the pieces and quick castling. In addition, thanks to the aggressive position of the c4-bishop aiming at the sensitive f7-square, it may give rise to a great many combinations. For this last reason, the Italian Opening will allow beginners to develop their tactical vision in open positions, which can only be beneficial for their progress. There will always be time later on to switch to the Spanish (3.♗b5) or to other more strategic and therefore more complex openings.

3…♗c5

Still the most logical move. Of course Black can also play 3…♘f6 (the Two Knights Defence) before developing the bishop. If White then answers 4.d3 or 4.♘c3 and Black continues by 4…♗c5, this will be a simple inversion of moves, but we will see a more aggressive continuation for White to try to counter this Two Knights Defence in the next chapter.

After the text move (3…♗c5), White is at a crossroads. He can play 4.d3, the Giuoco Pianissimo (the quietest game), or play more actively by preparing d2-d4 with 4.c3 (the Giuoco Piano – the quiet game), the line proposed in our repertoire. But before we examine this Giuoco Piano it seems to me essential to consider the d2-d3 Italian in this first chapter. This is quite simply because every player who has just gone beyond the stage of moving the pieces will inevitably be confronted by it, both with white and with black.

As a first step, rather than precise variations to memorize, it will be very important to understand the three themes that often come up in this Italian with d2-d3:

• Early kingside castling (even sometimes downright premature);

• The pin of the ♘f6 (or ♘f3) after, respectively, ♗g5 or …♗g4;

• The move h2-h3 (or …h7-h6, respectively), before or after castling, to counter the aforementioned pin.

These three themes are closely linked, as we will see in the illustrative games from this chapter.

The first two were played more than 100 years ago. Unlike modern openings, which often evolve with new theoretical discoveries from analysis engines like Fritz, Rybka and others, some variations of the Italian have crossed the centuries and are still relevant in many young players’ games, as will see.

Let’s go now on an exciting discovery of the Italian Opening, which constitutes a significant part of this work, and thus it begins… pianissimo!


Game 1

Victor Knorre

Mikhail Chigorin

St Petersburg 1874



1.e4 e5 2.♘f3 ♘c6 3.♗c4 ♗c5 4.d3

The Giuoco Pianissimo.

4…d6 5.0-0?!

[image: image]

The starting point of a dubious plan, which, however, is very common for young players. Of course, we advise beginners to castle as soon as possible, and it has even been said in the introduction that bringing the bishop out to c4 promoted this principle, but here we are dealing with an exception. It is not so much castling kingside in itself which is doubtful, but rather associating it with the …♗g4 pin that can occur.

5…♘f6 6.♗g5

After 6.♘c3?!, 6…♗g4 would be very unpleasant. It is difficult to unpin, and White has to reckon with the threat of 7…♘d4, which would reinforce the pressure on the pinned f3-knight.

6.c3!, with the idea of controlling the important d4-square, leads to a quite normal and theoretical position.

6…h6 7.♗h4?

It was necessary to exchange on f6, though Black already has a very comfortable position.

7…g5!

A move that Black can afford to play as he hasn’t yet castled. We will see numerous other examples of it in this chapter.

8.♗g3 h5! 9.♘xg5 h4! 10.♘xf7

[image: image]

10…hxg3!!

Fritz and his cybernetic colleagues take several minutes to recognize that this queen sacrifice, found at the board more than a century ago, is very strong.

11.♘xd8

Taking the rook was not better: 11.♘xh8 ♕e7! 12.♘f7 (12.hxg3 ♕h7 and the threat 13…♘g4 is very difficult to parry) 12…♗xf2+ 13.♔h1 ♘g4ç. Owing to the threat of …♕h4, Black has very good compensation for his slight material investment.

11…♗g4!

There are eleven games in Megabase 2014 with this position, and Black won … ten times (the eleventh being a draw).

12.♕d2 ♘d4 13.♘c3

13.h3 ♘e2+ 14.♔h1? (it was obligatory to give the queen back on e2 to keep chances to escape)


[image: image]

analysis diagram



14…♖xh3+!! 15.gxh3 ♗f3# was the pretty conclusion to the game Ashley-Tollit, Birmingham 1923.

13…♘f3+! 14.gxf3 ♗xf3

0-1

The f2-pawn being pinned, it is unstoppable mate (by 15…♖h1, if White takes on g3).


Game 2

Abraham Sussman

Emanuel Schiffers

St Petersburg 1876



1.e4 e5 2.♘f3 ♘c6 3.♗c4 ♗c5 4.d3 d6 5.♘c3 ♘f6 6.0-0?!

Once again, a kingside castling that is premature and doubtful because of the move that follows.

6…♗g4!

The famous Giuoco Pianissimo pin! Now the threat is 7…♘d4, to reinforce the pressure on the f3-knight.

7.♗g5

It was essential to prevent the arrival of the black knight on d4 by 7.♗e3.

On the other hand, it is too late to try to unpin after castling: 7.h3 ♗h5 Of course, Black maintains the pin and does not exchange on f3. 8.g4 A headlong rush that seriously weakens the kingside, but it is difficult to go back. Black threatens 8…♘d4, or maybe, in the longer term, queenside castling followed by a pawn attack involving …g5-g4 to open lines and try to exploit the move h2-h3. 8…♗g6 and Black will take advantage of the weakening of the white kingside by castling queenside himself, and then by playing …h7-h5 with a very strong attack. (One could of course also consider sacrificing a piece for two pawns: 8…♘xg4 9.hxg4 ♗xg4, and Black will get strong pressure on the f3-knight after moves like …♘d4 or …♕f6.)

7…♘d4

The classic continuation after the pin of the f3-knight, Black now threatens to destroy the white kingside.

8.♘d5

[image: image]

8…♘xf3+

This is normal and logical. We will see in the following games that Black also has a very interesting line with 8…♕d7 and the idea of taking on f3 with the bishop, then, after gxf3, to play …♕h3, which would be immediately decisive. Nevertheless, when Black is in the role of the attacker – and the pinner – it is stronger to take on f3 with the knight immediately, as happened in this game.

9.gxf3 ♗h3

The white kingside is now fatally weakened. In the Megabase 2014, we find this position in about thirty games played in junior championships, which proves its practical importance. Not surprisingly, Black has prevailed in 85% of cases.

10.♘xf6+

White pushes the symmetry up to the point of suicide. The fundamental element of the position lies in the fact that White has castled and Black hasn’t. In other words, by taking on f3, Black breaks up White’s king position, while by taking on f6 in turn, White merely opens the g-file for the black rook.

10.♗xf6? is as suicidal as taking with the knight: 10…gxf6 11.♖e1 ♖g8+ 12.♔h1 ♗g2+ 13.♔g1 ♗xf3+ 14.♔f1 ♗xd1–+ was the very classic conclusion of the game Lebrat-Fernandez, French Junior Championship, Le Grand Bornand 2003.

Withdrawing the attacked rook makes more sense, but it does not save the game any more: 10.♖e1 h6!, to unpin the knight and open the way for the queen, or possibly for the rook if White were kind enough to take on f6. White no longer has an adequate defence:

A) 11.♗h4 g5 12.♗g3 h5. The bishop on g3 is totally helpless in the face of the advance of Black’s h-pawn;

B) 11.♗xf6 gxf6, and the attack on the g-file is again decisive. The white king cannot go and hide on h1 because the f2-pawn is en prise;

C) 11.♗d2? ♘xd5 12.♗xd5 ♕f6! and we go to g6 to mate!

D) 11.♗e3? ♘xd5 12.♗xd5 ♗xe3 13.fxe3 ♕g5+ 14.♔h1 ♕g2#;

E) 11.♘xf6+ gxf6 12.♗e3 ♖g8+ saw the same punishment in the game Prevost-Bourgeois, French National Junior Team Championship 2001/02, as in the Lebrat-Fernandez game, cited previously.

10…gxf6 11.♗h4

11.♗h6? ♖g8+ 12.♔h1 ♗g2+ 13.♔g1 ♗xf3+. This time it’s mate, because the white king does not even have the f1-square.

[image: image]

11…f5!!

A nice queen sacrifice to deflect the bishop.

11…♖g8+?! would be a bit precipitated and would allow the h4-bishop to return to plug the gaps. Black would then have to be satisfied with the gain of an exchange.

12.♗xd8

12.♗g3 f4–+.

12…♖g8+ 13.♔h1 ♗g2+ 14.♔g1 ♗xf3+ 15.♗g5 ♖xg5#


Game 3

Sebastien Feller

Hadrien Jaquet

France tt U18 2001/02 (8)



1.e4 e5 2.♘f3 ♘c6 3.♗c4 ♗c5 4.♘c3 ♘f6 5.d3 0-0?!

This time it is Black who is compromised by castling too early and allowing the pin of the f6-knight.

6.♗g5 d6?

Black was able to benefit from the fact that he had not yet played …d7-d6 by returning to e7 with the ♗c5, but of course, in doing so he would have offered a free tempo to White, which is never negligible at such an early stage of the opening.

7.♘d5

The music is now well known.

7…♗g4

[image: image]

8.♕d2!!

An idea already glimpsed in the previous game, with colours reversed. The first exclamation mark is for the strength of the move, the second is for its originality, since in this position White usually takes on f6 with the knight.

After 8.♕d2 White is now threatening to exchange on f6 with the bishop, and then play 10.♕h6 with a decisive attack on the f6-pawn.

To take on f6 with the knight was certainly possible, but much weaker than the text move: 8.♘xf6+ gxf6 9.♗h6 ♖e8 10.h3 ♗e6. In the comments to the previous game, at White’s 10th move, the position was the same, but with reversed colours. White in the role of the ‘pinner’ obviously has a tempo more here, but the c6-knight has not yet arrived on d4. Therefore, the f3-knight cannot open the way for the queen with gain of time by exchanging with its counterpart, and so Black can hope to hold the position by playing …♔h8, just in time before the white queen comes to g4.

8…♗h5

There was no defence against the threat of taking on f6 and the arrival of the white queen on h6:

A) 8…♗xf3 9.♗xf6 gxf6 (9…♕d7 10.♗xg7! ♔xg7 11.♕g5+ ♔h8 12.♕f6+ ♔g8 13.gxf3+–) 10.♕h6 ♗xg2 11.♖g1+–;

B) 8…♗e6, to eliminate the dangerous d5-knight, didn’t save the game either: 9.♗xf6 gxf6 10.♕h6 ♗xd5 11.♗xd5 ♘d4 (what else?) 12.h4! (with a threat which is both more subtle, and above all much stronger than the obvious 12.♖h3) 12…♘xc2+? 13.♔d1 ♘xa1 14.♘g5!!.


[image: image]

analysis diagram



This is the idea of the move h2-h4. The attack on h7 is unstoppable (after taking the knight, and the recapture by the h-pawn, the rook will support the queen).

9.♗xf6! gxf6

[image: image]

10.♕h6

Here we are! An important theme for this variation, the attack on the f6-pawn is decisive.

10…♗g6 11.h4 ♕d7 12.♘xf6+ ♔h8 13.♘g5 ♘d4 14.♘gxh7 ♘f5 15.exf5 ♕xf5 16.♘xf8+ ♗h7 17.♗xf7 ♕xf2+ 18.♔d1 ♕f5 19.♗e6 ♗e3 20.♗xf5 ♗xh6 21.♘8xh7

1-0


Game 4

Berthier Grant

Antoine Frot

Thionville 2011



1.e4 e5 2.♘f3 ♘c6 3.♗c4 ♗c5 4.♘c3 ♘f6 5.d3 d6 6.0-0 ♗g4 7.♗g5 ♘d4 8.♘d5

[image: image]

8…♕d7!?

A very interesting move, already mentioned in the previous two games, but not as strong as the usual 8…♘xf3+! here, as the analysis of the Sussman-Schiffers game should have convinced us.

9.♗xf6 ♗xf3

[image: image]

10.gxf3?

This loses by force, as does 10.♕d2? ♘e2+ 11.♔h1 ♗xg2+! 12.♔xg2 ♕g4+ 13.♔h1 ♕f3#.

White nevertheless had a defence, admittedly very difficult to find at the board for a young player: 10.♗xg7!. The threat of a fork on f6 allows the game to be held. With reversed colours this resource would not be possible because Black, with a tempo less, would not yet have played …♘d4.

A) 10…♕g4?? 11.♘f6++–;

B) 10…♗xd1 11.♘f6+ ♔e7 12.♘xd7 ♗e2 13.♗xh8 ♔xd7 14.♗f6 ♗xf1 15.♔xf1 ♘xc2=;

C) 10…0-0-0 11.♘f6 ♖hg8 12.♘xd7 ♗xd1 13.♖axd1 ♖xd7 14.♗h6 ♘xc2=.

10…♕h3 11.♗xg7

11.♘xc7+ ♔d7 12.♘xa8 gxf6–+.

[image: image]

11…♖g8!

Without fearing the fork on f6.

12.♘f6+ ♔e7 13.♘xg8+ ♖xg8

0-1

On completing the last three games, let us try to summarize the situation: the Giuoco Pianissimo being symmetric by nature, identical themes can actually occur for both colours, but a tempo more (or less) for one of the two sides can sometimes modify the manner of handling the position.

If it is Black who has the role of the ‘pinner’ and White who has castled prematurely, Black must take on f3 with the knight. If it is White who has the role of the ‘pinner’ and Black who has therefore castled prematurely, White must play ♕d2 and take on f6 with the bishop, rather than the knight.

Confused? In this case, I invite you to carefully reread the comments and analysis of these three games. The effort will inevitably pay dividends, as these positions crop up very frequently in young players’ games.

Let us now examine a very instructive theme in the following two games that occurs when one of the sides has castled and tries to prevent the pin by h2-h3 (or …h7-h6, respectively).


Game 5

Lisa Thomas

Salome Neuhauser

Montpellier U20 2004 (10)



1.e4 e5 2.♘f3 ♘c6 3.♗c4 ♗c5 4.♘c3 ♘f6 5.d3 d6 6.h3?!

Obviously played to be able to castle without having to deal with …♗g4.

6…h6!?

A crafty waiting move. White might think that Black continues his policy of symmetry, or the ‘mirror game’, to stay with child language, but the move …h7-h6 does not have the same objective as the move h2-h3 at all…

7.0-0?

Even if White seems rid of problems related to the …♗g4 pin, associating kingside castling with the move h2-h3 is not without danger when the opponent has not yet castled himself.

[image: image]

7…g5!

Of course 7…0-0 would have given a totally symmetrical and completely equal position. With the aggressive text move Black immediately tries to take advantage of the weakening of the kingside caused by the move h2-h3, which seemed innocuous at first sight. In fact, the move h2-h3 permits a lever (a pawn push leading to an exchange of pawns) on g4 that will allow the opening of lines against the white kingside. With the pawn on h2, such a pawn attack would have much less chance of success.

This is a highly instructive strategic theme: complete beginners are sometimes advised to play a quick h2-h3 (or …h7-h6 respectively) in the opening, just after castling, to avoid a back-rank mate. Attention! Such a move can bring about a possible lever that the opponent may be able to try to take advantage of, if he has not yet castled himself, by launching a pawn attack. One must be aware that pawns (especially those in front of the king) are strongest when they remain together.

8.♘d2

The move …g5-g4 was strongly threatened and the white position is already very difficult to handle.

A) 8.g4 would certainly have radically prevented the lever in question, but would have constituted too serious a weakening of the kingside. Especially since Black would obtain a possible new lever with …h6-h5;

B) 8.♘d5 allowed the black attack to proceed unhindered: 8…g4 9.hxg4 ♗xg4 (the pin eventually returned, but with White’s h-pawn missing, and above all with the open g-file. Two factors which make the black position very attractive) 10.c3 (the crushing 11…♘d4 move was threatened once again) 10…♖g8 11.b4? (11.♔h1 was necessary) 11…♘xd5 12.♗xd5 ♕f6! (attacks the f3-knight, because the g2-pawn is pinned) 13.♔h1 (to unpin the g2-pawn) 13…♕g6 with a winning attack on the king after …♕h5+, amongst others.

8…g4

The black attack now plays itself.

9.hxg4

If White tries to keep the position closed by 9.h4, Black obviously answers with 9…g3 (the f2-pawn is pinned!).

9…♗xg4 10.♕e1 ♕d7 11.♘b3 ♘d4

11…♗h3!, with the threats 12…♗xg2 or 12…♖g8, was more forceful: 12.gxh3 ♕xh3 and it’s mate after 13…♖g8+.

12.♘xc5 dxc5 13.♕d2?

White loses her footing, but she had a difficult position to defend anyway because of the semi-open g-file in front of her king. It was absolutely necessary to advance the f-pawn (one or two squares) to prevent the following combination.

[image: image]

13…♘f3+! 14.gxf3 ♗xf3 15.♖e1 ♕g4+ 16.♔f1 ♕g2#


Game 6

Salome Neuhauser

Loriane Lebret

Aix-les-Bains 2006 (1)



A game that has no other interest than to show that the theme of the lever against the kingside can equally be used by White or by Black, and that… the multiple French Junior Girls champion has perfectly assimilated this for both sides.

1.e4 e5 2.♘f3 ♘c6 3.♗c4 ♗c5 4.♘c3 ♘f6 5.d3 h6?

This is not only a weakening, as we now know, but also a severe loss of time. By definition Black already has a tempo less. She cannot afford to lose a second one. Especially since the dreaded pin is not troublesome as long as you have not castled – we will see that in the next game. Black should therefore play 5…d6.

6.h3!?

The same waiting strategy as that employed in the previous game. Of course, White could also play a natural developing move like 6.♗e3 and try to exploit the extra tempo that Black gave her when playing 5…h6.

6…0-0?

[image: image]

7.g4!

White now has the guarantee of having a very strong attack thanks to the lever on g5, which will open the g-file.

7…d6 8.g5 hxg5 9.♗xg5

There we go! The pin is back again, with even more serious consequences. For now, the move 10.♘d5 is strongly threatened, so 9…♗b4 may be best here.

9…♗e6? 10.♕d2

10.♘d5, despite everything, was stronger: 10…♗xd5 11.♗xd5 and White will continue with moves like ♖g1, ♕d2 and 0-0-0, with an attack that will quickly and easily become decisive.

10…♖e8

10…♗xc4 seemed more natural.

11.0-0-0

11.♘d5!, and the white attack is very strong.

11…♕b8??

What a strange move to unpin. Again, it was necessary to take on c4 to try to resist.

12.♗xf6 gxf6 13.♕h6 ♗xf2 14.♖dg1+

1-0


Game 7

Luc Leriche

Salome Neuhauser

France tt-jr 2003/04



1.e4 e5 2.♘f3 ♘c6 3.♗c4 ♗c5 4.♘c3 ♘f6 5.d3 d6 6.♗g5

As mentioned in the previous section, the pin is not to be feared as long as we have not castled.

6…h6!

The right answer. Black immediately asks the question of the bishop.

7.♗h4?

It was more advisable to exchange on f6, as we will see in the next game.

[image: image]

7…g5!

This is why the pin is not troublesome as long as castling has not been played. Black unpins and sends the white bishop into a cupboard, which it will be hard pressed to get out of.

8.♗g3 ♗g4 9.♕d2?

Black threatened the usual 9…♘d4. He had to react with 9.♘d5 ♘d4 10.c3 ♘xf3+ 11.gxf3 ♗h3 12.d4, and White can count on his central counter-attack to try to bring his bishop into play.

9…♗xf3 10.gxf3

[image: image]

The imprisonment of the bishop is now total.

10…♘d4 11.♕e3??

11.♕d1 was certainly better, but didn’t resolve White’s problems, and especially that posed by his bishop on g3: 11…♕d7 12.h4 0-0-0, in order to protect the h8-rook and unpin the h6-pawn, which can then recapture on g5 in case of exchange. With a pawn on e5 and another on g5, the g3-bishop will never get out of its straitjacket. Black will virtually have an extra piece, and she also has the possibility of preparing the …f7-f5 breakthrough to exert decisive pressure on the f-file.

11…♘xc2+

The remainder of the game is obviously not interesting. It should be noted that both players were children aged ten, which explains the absence of a resignation.

12.♔d1 ♘xe3+ 13.fxe3 ♗xe3 14.♘d5 ♘xd5 15.♗xd5 ♗b6 16.♗xb7 ♖b8 17.♗a6 0-0 18.♖c1 ♕e8 19.h4 ♕a4+ 20.b3 ♕xa6 21.h5 ♕xd3+ 22.♔e1 ♕e3+ 23.♔d1 ♕xf3+ 24.♔e1 ♕xh1+ 25.♔d2 ♕g2+ 26.♔d1 ♗a5 27.♗e1 ♕f3+ 28.♔c2 ♕xe4+ 29.♔d1 ♕d3+ 30.♗d2 ♕xd2#


Game 8

Elise Contal

Iannis Iglesias

Nancy 1998



1.e4 e5 2.♘f3 ♘c6 3.♗c4 ♗c5 4.♘c3 ♘f6 5.d3 d6 6.♗g5 h6 7.♗xf6

The right move, as we now know.

7…♕xf6

Clearly, Black has no reason to destroy his pawn structure to try to take advantage of the g-file if White has not castled kingside.

8.♘d5

[image: image]

8…♕g6!?

8…♕d8 is the normal move, and predominantly played. After 9.c3 the position is equal with chances for both sides. The text move is more active, and perhaps more risky. The idea is to counter-attack the g2-pawn, while setting a trap into which White falls feet first.

9.♘xc7+??

An instructive tactical error. White pounces on the Greek gift, but it is a big mistake.

9.0-0 ♗b6 allowed Black to calmly defend the c7-pawn with his bishop, and the black queen will then be more active on g6 than on d8. After 10.♘xb6 axb6 11.c3 0-0, Black has a very pleasant position. He can prepare the …f7-f5 lever (after first exchanging the c4-bishop which pins the f7-pawn, by …♘a5 for example), and he will have good prospects on the kingside after the opening of the f-file.

After 9.♕e2, Black should not take the g2-pawn (on account of 10.♖g1 – the f2-pawn is defended!), but protect the c7-pawn by 9…♗b6, with a balanced position, as in the game Lam-Steil Antoni, France tt 2007.

By taking on c7, moreover with check, White thinks she will make a fork…

9…♔d8

However, it is in fact Black who achieves a double attack on the a8-knight and the g2-pawn!

10.♘xa8

It goes without saying that White could not go back and that she is forced to take the rook.

10…♕xg2 11.♖f1

11.♖g1?? ♕xf2# has been met in several games from very young players.

11…♗g4!

[image: image]

An old acquaintance! In exchange for the sacrificed rook, Black has very good compensation. He will already recover the f3-knight, which is pinned and can no longer be defended. In addition, if his attack against the white king is not quickly decisive he can always go and pick up the a8-knight, which can only await its fate in the corner of the board.

12.c3

Played to prevent the move 12…♘d4 – again an old acquaintance – which was threatened.

12.♗xf7? made it possible to activate the black rook on the f-file after 12…♖f8.

12…♗xf3 13.♕d2

13.♕b3? (an illusion of activity) 13…♗xf2+! 14.♖xf2 ♕g1+ 15.♔d2 (15.♖f1? ♕e3#) 15…♕xf2+ 16.♔c1 ♕e1+ 17.♔c2 ♕xa1. Black has recovered his investment with interest, and in addition, he still has a mating attack on the white king.

13…♔c8

With the idea of going to get the a8-knight while bringing the king to safety.

14.b4

[image: image]

14…♗xb4!

Obviously, if the bishop moved back to b6, the white knight would only be too glad to get out of its prison by exchanging it.

15.cxb4?

15.♗d5! was relatively best.

15…♘d4

Black now has a whole rook less (against just a pawn), but the a8-knight still has no way out, the d4-knight is a force to be reckoned with, and there is a threat of 16…♗e2.

16.♕c3 ♔b8 17.♔d2

17.♗xf7? ♖c8–+.

17…♕g5+ 18.♔e1 ♔xa8 19.♗xf7 ♗g2 20.♖c1 ♗h3

Protecting both the c8-square (it would be a shame to be mated on the back rank) and threatening 21…♕g2.

21.♕c7

21.♗d5 ♕g2 22.♔d2 ♕f3–+.

21…♘f3+ 22.♔e2

[image: image]

22…♕d2+ 23.♔xf3 ♕xd3#



Exerice 1

[image: image]

If Black plays the immediate 11…♖g8+ White can respond 12.♗g3. How does he win by force? True, he can take the exchange on f1, but there is better.



Solution 1

[image: image]

11…f5!!

Deflection of the bishop.

12.♗xd8 ♖g8+

And it’s mate.

(See Game 2, Sussman-Schiffers)



Exerice 2

[image: image]

What is the strong move for White in this position?



Solution 2

[image: image]

8.♕d2!

Much stronger than 8.♘xf6+.

(See Game 3, Feller-Jaquet)



Exerice 3

[image: image]

The black queen is attacked. What is the most active move?



Solution 3

[image: image]

8…♕g6!

More active than 8…♕d8.

(See Game 8, Contal-Iglesias)



Exerice 4

[image: image]

Black to play and mate in three moves.



Solution 4

[image: image]

11…♗xg2+! 12.♔xg2 ♕g4+ 13.♔h1 ♕f3#

(See Game 4, Grant-Frot)



Exerice 5

[image: image]

Black to play and mate in two moves.



Solution 5

[image: image]

14…♖xh3+ 15.gxh3 ♗f3#

(See Game 1, Knorre-Chigorin)



Exerice 6

[image: image]

Black has sacrificed his queen for a strong attack. How does he finish it?



Solution 6

[image: image]

13…♘f3+! 14.gxf3 ♗xf3

And there’s no defence against mate.

(See Game 1, Knorre-Chigorin)





Chapter 2

The allegro opening:
 The Giuoco Piano and the Greco Gambit


Game 9

Pauline Crabie

Sandra Swiercz

Rochefort jr 1998 (3)



1.e4 e5 2.♘f3 ♘c6 3.♗c4 ♗c5 4.c3!

[image: image]

The Giuoco Piano (the calm game). An opening that is misnamed, as we shall see. We will be proposing the Italian Variation for White in our repertoire. It offers good attacking possibilities, especially against poorly or unprepared players, and is perfectly suited to the style of young players who are at ease in tactical variations. In short, nothing like a ‘calm game’!

The idea of 4.c3 (which might appear illogical to the layman, since it does not develop a piece and even occupies the knight’s natural development square) is to control the centre with d2-d4. It is an idea found in many lines of the Spanish Opening, but the character of the position here is modified by the presence of the two bishops on c4 and c5. In the main line these two pieces will both find themselves attacked by the opposing d-pawn!

4…♘f6

The best move, counter-attacking the e4-pawn. Any other move would allow White to realize his plan of invading the centre by 5.d4 without any hindrance.

5.d4!?

At this point White can still change his plan and play the more modest 5.d3, an interesting variation that even Kasparov has vouched for by playing many times, but which will not be covered in this book. Nevertheless, if any of our readers feels that he has exhausted the d2-d4 Italian, or finds that he meets stronger and better-prepared opponents as he progresses, it could be relevant to branch off into the Italian with 4.c3 and 5.d3.

5…exd4

From now on Black will have to play with the utmost precision to avoid falling into one of the many pitfalls that this variation contains.

A first example: 5…♗b6? 6.dxe5 ♘xe4?? 7.♕d5

[image: image]

… wins a piece because of the threat of mate on f7. A common theme in the Italian.

6.cxd4 ♗b4+

Once again, Black has no choice but to move his bishop with gain of time by giving check.

6…♗b6? would be a serious error, which would allow the white centre to get going: 7.d5! ♘e7 (after 7…♘a5 8.♗d3, Black faces the unpleasant threat of b2-b4, winning the knight) 8.e5 (the white centre is a veritable steamroller that flattens everything in its path!) 8…♘g4 9.d6! ♘xf2 (9…cxd6 10.exd6 ♘c6 11.♕e2+ ♔f8 12.0-0+–) 10.♕b3! ♘xh1 (10…0-0 11.♗g5+–) 11.♗xf7+ ♔f8 12.♗g5!+–.

7.♘c3!?

[image: image]

The Greco Gambit (as the e4-pawn is hanging), named after the famous Italian theorist who analysed it nearly 400 years ago!

This variation, which is also sometimes called the Möller Attack (it seems to me more correct to leave the paternity to Gioachino Greco, however), is not only one of the oldest in the history of chess, but also one of the most intensively analysed. During the 20th century it has often been declared refuted, but, just like the Phoenix, it regularly rises from its ashes. Today, with the current state of theory and helped by computers that enable us to approach the Truth with a capital T, we must admit that the Greco Gambit doesn’t get a very good press, even if the prolific grandmaster Soltis was not of this opinion and devoted a passionate monograph to it some fifteen years ago.

Objectively, Black does indeed have the means to obtain equality and get out of the coming mass of complications alive. However, the path is sometimes very narrow and contains many pitfalls, especially for those who do not have great experience with this opening.

Once again, the goal is not to prepare the reader to play against grandmasters at the cutting edge of theory (when that happens, there will still be time to head for the d2-d3 Italian or even the Spanish), but instead to give him incisive and effective weapons against unprepared opponents. This is certainly the case with the Greco Gambit.

The other possible variation is 7.♗d2. But I don’t recommend it, even though it is playable, because after 7…♗xd2+ 8.♘bxd2 d5!, Black destroys the white centre and easily obtains satisfactory play. Besides, we have to admit that this variation is much less exciting than the Greco Gambit.

7…♘xe4

Black has little choice and must capture the pawn.

The dangers of refusing the gambit by 7…d5 are illustrated by the famous game Steinitz-Von Bardeleben, which you can find analysed in numerous chess books, and in particular in the monumental pentalogy that Kasparov dedicated to his ‘Great Predecessors’. Not wanting to produce a pale copy of the Boss’s analysis (and obviously having nothing to add to it), I will therefore only give the first few moves of the game:

8.exd5 ♘xd5 9.0-0! ♗e6

9…♘xc3 is even worse here than in the main game: 10.bxc3 ♗xc3 11.♕b3! ♗xa1 12.♗xf7+ ♔f8 13.♗a3+ – because of the absence of Black’s d-pawn, the check on a3 is immediately decisive – 13…♘e7 14.♗g8! ♖xg8 15.♘e5! and there’s no defence against mate.

10.♗g5 ♗e7 11.♗xd5 ♗xd5 12.♘xd5 ♕xd5 13.♗xe7 ♘xe7 14.♖e1

White exerts dangerous pressure on the e-file, and this ultimately proved decisive after some brilliant tactical play from the first official World Chess Champion. The final combination is particularly attractive.

8.0-0
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8…♘xc3?

Black stumbles into the minefield. It is best to take on c3 with the bishop, as we shall see later in this chapter.

9.bxc3 ♗xc3?

The decisive mistake in an already compromised position.

9…♗e7 would have been met by 10.d5 with a big space advantage for White, which amply compensates the pawn minus.

[image: image]

10.♕b3!?

10.♗a3! is probably more accurate: 10…d6 (10…♗xa1?? 11.♖e1+ is winning for White) 11.♖c1 ♗a5 12.♕a4!. White, who threatens 13.d5 and 13.♗b5, probably already has a decisive initiative.

Nevertheless, the text move has the merit of being more dangerous, more radical, and above all, in the words of our Anglo-Saxon friends, more fun.

10…♗xa1?

Black is too greedy. His last chance was to play 10…d5! 11.♗xd5 0-0 12.♗xf7+ ♔h8 13.♕xc3 ♖xf7, with an approximately equal position. This variation is the main reason that theory recommends ♗a3 on the 10th move rather than ♕b3.

Anyway, in my opinion, and on a purely pragmatic level, the move 10.♕b3 leads to a more forcing line than 10.♗a3 – which is why I recommend it – and it will bring almost 100% success when facing an unprepared opponent. I am confident that an amateur will have great difficulty finding the move …d7-d5 at the chessboard, if he did not already know it, not to mention the two subsequent moves that lead to equality. Of course, a strong player could find it without a doubt, but he would never take the risk of going into a variation which is 100% bad should White play 10.♗a3.

One could argue that the opponent can prepare the 10…d5 move at home, if he knows we play 10.♕b3. This reasoning is, however, not… reasonable, since he would go into a losing position in order to play some preparation, and this whole approach is intellectually – and above all chessically – doubtful. Above all, it is pointless to take such a risk just to get an equal position at best!

After these transcendental digressions, let’s get back to the game. After Black takes the a1-rook, it is now linear and one-way.

11.♗xf7+ ♔f8 12.♗g5 ♘e7

Be careful not to be taken aback by the tricky 12…♘xd4.
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White only has one move, but it is more than sufficient as it forces the opponent’s immediate capitulation:

13.♕a3+! (13.♕b4+?? c5 14.♕xc5+ d6–+, and White has gone astray…; 13.♘xd4?? ♕xg5–+; 13.♗xd8? ♘xb3[image: images]).

13.♘e5!

Much stronger than trying to win the black queen with 13.♖e1.

With the text move White plays for mate!

13…♗xd4 14.♗g6!
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The bishop evacuates the f7-square so that the queen can threaten mate there.

14…d5 15.♕f3+ ♗f5

Black has no other move. That is why the bishop had to go to g6 and not to any other square.

16.♗xf5

Up to here, the entire game can be found in Greco’s analysis, dating from 1625(!), and the young Pauline Crabie knew this. She only had to find the next move at the board herself, and without taking anything from her merit, it must be admitted that this was not particularly difficult.

16…♔g8?

16…♗xe5 17.♗e6+ ♗f6 18.♗xf6 ♔e8 19.♗xg7 ♕d6 20.♕f7+ ♔d8 21.♗xh8+– was the main variation found in Greco’s analysis… and in the game Moret-Magnier, La Bresse 1987.

17.♗e6#


Game 10

Jame Voillat

Valerie Hammer

France tt-jr 1999



1.e4 e5 2.♘f3 ♘c6 3.♗c4 ♗c5 4.c3 ♘f6 5.d4 exd4 6.cxd4 ♗b4+ 7.♘c3 ♘xe4 8.0-0 ♗xc3

This is the correct way to take on c3, as we already know.

[image: image]

9.d5!

This is the starting point of the Möller Attack in the Greco Gambit, to be exact.

On 9.bxc3?, Black obviously does not play 9…♘xc3?? because of 10.♕e1+, which wins the knight, but 9…d5! with advantage. In fact, in this variation we must remember that d5 is the move to play to hope for any advantage, and this is equally valid for both sides!

9…♘e5

Black tries to play the wise guy by attacking a new piece of White’s.

After 9…♘a5, White can either choose to follow the game continuation by transposition after 10.bxc3 ♘xc4 11.♕d4, or play the stronger 10.♗d3! ♘c5 11.bxc3

A) 11…0-0? allows

[image: image]

… the classic 12.♗xh7+! – the sacrifice of the bishop on h7 is commonly also called the Greco sacrifice, which is very symbolic in the opening of the same name: 12…♔xh7 13.♘g5+ ♔g8 (13…♔g6 14.♕g4+–) 14.♕h5+–;

B) 11…♘xd3 12.♕xd3 0-0 13.♘g5 and White has a very strong attack. For example: 13…g6 (13…f5 14.d6! cxd6? 15.♕d5++–) 14.d6! cxd6 15.♘e4+–.

9…♗f6 is the move recommended by theory, and will be covered in the next two games.

10.bxc3 ♘xc4 11.♕d4

[image: image]

11…♘cd6?

Black is trying to hang on to his loot, but this is a serious mistake.

11…0-0 12.♕xe4 ♘d6 is one of the theoretically recommended lines for Black (12…b5 was Karpov’s choice against Dzindzichashvili when he was confronted by the Greco Gambit in 1988. It’s a move that consequently merits respect, even if White keeps the initiative after 13.a4!): 13.♕d3 ♕f6 Stronger than 13…♘e8, which was played in the old game Mieses-Süchting, Vienna 1906. After 14.c4 d6 15.♗b2, White had good compensation for the pawn less, thanks to his space advantage and powerful b2-bishop. 14.♖e1 b6 15.♗g5 is a rare recent example of the Greco Gambit at the highest level, between two super-grandmasters with 2700+ Elos. After 15…♕f5 16.♕xf5 ♘xf5 17.g4 f6 18.♗f4 ♘d6 19.♗xd6 cxd6 20.♘d4, White had just enough activity to compensate his slight material deficit, and thus maintain equality, Gashimov-Dominguez Perez, Nice rapid 2010.

12.♕xg7 ♕f6

12…♖f8 allows White to create very dangerous threats on the e-file after 13.♖e1.

13.♕xf6 ♘xf6
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Black has placed all his hopes on this exchange of queens, but White keeps a very strong attack.

14.♖e1+ ♔d8?

A) 14…♔f8 was no better, but required greater precision from White: 15.♗h6+ ♔g8 16.♖e5 and now:

A1) 16…♘de4
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17.♘d2! d6 18.♘xe4 dxe5 19.♘xf6#;

A2) 16…♘fe4 17.♖e1 f6 (17…b6? 18.♖1xe4!+–) 18.♖e7! (18.♖5xe4? ♘xe4 19.♖xe4 ♔f7–+) 18…b6 19.♘h4!.
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Played to stop …♘f5, but above all to decisively penetrate into g6 as soon as the h7-pawn has been captured. 19…♗b7 20.♖g7+ ♔f8 21.♖xh7+ ♔g8 22.♖g7+ ♔f8 23.♘g6+ ♔e8 24.♘xh8+–.

B) Black absolutely had to return the piece to hope to survive: 14…♘fe4 15.♘d2 f5 16.f3 0-0 17.fxe4 ♘xe4 18.♘xe4 fxe4 19.♖xe4, but White maintains a strong initiative.

[image: image]

Despite the reduced material White has real attacking possibilities against the black king. There are three reasons for this:

• an advance in development;

• a relative lack of protection for the black king;

• the presence of opposite-coloured bishops. The white bishop can really be very dangerous, either on the a1-h8 diagonal after c3-c4, or on h6.

White can play this position without any risk, and the most that Black can hope for is to split the point.

15.♗g5

Even without queens White has a very strong attack.

15…♘e8
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16.♖xe8+! ♔xe8

16…♖xe8 17.♗xf6+ ♖e7 18.♖e1+–.

17.♖e1+ ♔f8

17…♔d8 18.♗xf6#.

18.♗h6+ ♔g8

[image: image]

19.♖e5!

Black resigned.

It’s mate, either on g5, or on e8 if the f6-knight moves. Once again, White, who only used ten minutes on his clock for the entire game as opposed to an hour and a half for his opponent, cannot take much credit: in fact, he simply recited a game played by Greco in… 1620!


Game 11

Elise Bellaiche

Cyrielle Monpeurt

Aix-les-Bains 2007 (8)



1.e4 e5 2.♘f3 ♘c6 3.♗c4 ♗c5 4.c3 ♘f6 5.d4 exd4 6.cxd4 ♗b4+ 7.♘c3 ♘xe4

The immediate capture on c3 sometimes occurs: 7…♗xc3+ 8.bxc3 ♘xe4 9.d5! (obviously! 9.0-0? d5!) 9…♘a5 10.♗d3! (10.0-0!? is also possible, with the idea after 10…♘xc4 11.♕d4! to transpose into the previous game) 10…♘f6 (10…♘c5 11.0-0 once again transposes into the notes to the previous game) 11.♗a3! d6 (11…♘xd5 12.0-0 d6 13.♗b5+ c6 14.♕xd5 cxb5 15.♖fe1+ ♗e6 16.♕xb5+ ♔f8 17.♖xe6! fxe6 18.♖e1, and despite his extra exchange, Black is facing overwhelming threats) 12.♕a4+ c6 13.♗b4. White has more than sufficient compensation for the sacrificed pawn.

8.0-0 ♗xc3 9.d5 ♗f6

The main line, recommended by theory.

[image: image]

10.♖e1

White has no reason to capture the c6-knight immediately. After 10.dxc6 bxc6 Black could play …d7-d5 and White would no longer have any compensation for the pawn less.

10…♘e7 11.♖xe4 d6

Forced, otherwise White would play 12.d6 himself and the development of the c8-bishop would become a problem.

12.♗g5

An interesting alternative for those looking for an alternative that is less forcing – and above all less analysed – than the main line, is 12.g4!?.

12…♗xg5 13.♘xg5

[image: image]

This is a critical position in the Greco Gambit (or Möller Attack) and an important crossroads for Black, who now has two major possibilities.

13…0-0

The old continuation that leads to great complications and that we cannot analyse in great detail within the limited scope of this book.

The modern 13…h6!? will be discussed in the next game.

13…♗f5? is wrong before castling: 14.♕f3! (threatens both 15.♕xf5 and 15.♖xe7+) 14…♗xe4 (14…♕d7 15.♗b5! ♕xb5 16.♕xf5+–) 15.♕xf7+ ♔d7 16.♕e6+ ♔e8 17.♕xe4 and with ♖e1 coming, Black is lost.

[image: image]

14.♘xh7!

The only move to get any play. White cannot go back – if he gives Black the time to play 14…♗f5, the latter would have a much better position with a pawn more.

14…♔xh7

14…♗f5!? 15.♖h4! ♖e8 (15…♗xh7? 16.♕h5[image: images]) 16.♕h5 ♘g6 (the menace was 17.♘f6+!) 17.♖d4 and now:

A) 17…♗c2!? is the move recommended by John Nunn in his book Secrets of Practical Chess, and he even considers it one of the possible refutations of the Greco Gambit.

[image: image]

According to Nunn, Black is now threatening 18…♖e5, followed by …♕c8 on ♕h3, with a winning position. Things are not so simple, however. After 18.h4!? (a move ignored by the renowned English grandmaster, who nevertheless considered many options) 18…♖e5 19.♘g5!, White keeps good attacking possibilities and Black’s defence remains difficult, especially for someone who would have to find it over the chessboard;

B) 17…♖e5 18.♘g5! with a position that Nunn himself considered very unclear. The wisest course for both sides is undoubtedly to take the repetition of moves after 18…♕f6 19.♕h7+ ♔f8 20.♕h5 ♔g8 (20…♔e7?? 21.♘h7! wins for White) 21.♕h7+. If White is not happy with a repetition, he could try f2-f4 on the 18th move (instead of ♘g5), with a very complicated position once again.

15.♕h5+ ♔g8 16.♖h4 f6

16…f5 gives a little more air to the black king:

17.♕h7+ ♔f7 18.♖h6!
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An important move to prevent 18…♘g6, while threatening the manoeuvre ♗e2-h5. 18…♖g8 The only move. Once more, Black must play very precisely to escape (18…♗d7? 19.♗e2 ♖g8 20.♗h5+ ♔f8 21.♖f6+!! and it’s mate next move!) 19.♖e1 and now:

A) 19…♗d7? 20.♖ee6! ♗xe6 21.dxe6+ ♔f8 (21…♔e8 22.♖g6!+–) 22.♖f6+! ♔e8 23.♕h5+ g6 24.♕h7+–;

B) 19…♕f8 (the only serious alternative to 19…♔f8) 20.♗b5! (to stop the black king from escaping via e8, and to menace 21.♖ee6) 20…♖h8!. Black’s best defence, which visibly forces White to settle for a perpetual after 21.♕xh8 gxh6 22.♕h7+ ♔f6 23.♖xe7 ♕xe7 24.♕xh6+;

C) 19…♔f8 20.♖h3 Menacing 21.♖he3. 20…♗d7 It’s very easy for Black to go astray in this jungle of possibilities at any moment. For example, 20…f4? loses because of 21.♖h4 g5 22.♖h6 ♘f5 and now:
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23.♖e8+!! ♔xe8 (23…♕xe8 24.♖f6+) 24.♕xg8+ ♔e7 25.♖h7++–. 21.♖he3 ♘c8 22.♗d3 g6 23.h4 ♖g7 24.♕h8+ ♖g8 25.♕h6+! White doesn’t take the draw, but plays for the attack! 25…♔f7 25…♖g7? 26.♗xf5 gxf5 (26…♗xf5 27.♖e8++–) 27.♖g3+–. 26.h5 with a good attacking position which we will not analyse in more depth, however, for fear of scaring the reader, who might be worried about having to remember all these variations. Just one example of how dangerous the position is for Black: 26…♕f6 27.♖e6! ♗xe6 28.♖xe6.
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The black queen cannot move because of the capture on g6, which would be decisive.

In fact, more than all these variations, what you really need to remember is that White has undeniable practical chances after 14.♘xh7. There are defences for sure, but they will certainly be difficult to find at the board, especially with limited time, for a player who will not be extremely well prepared. Moreover, even when the opponent does find these moves White can still get away with a perpetual, as we have seen.

17.♗d3

17.g4, followed by 18.♗d3, would exploit Black’s previous inaccuracy and give White good prospects.

17…f5

Black finally realizes that it would have been better to advance the f-pawn two squares on the previous move.

18.♗e2? ♘g6? 19.♕h7+ ♔f7 20.♖h6 ♕g5??
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The future French junior champion crumbles under the pressure. Again, this type of defence is very difficult to play, especially for players who are not grandmasters. On move 18 White should have played 18.♖h3! and Black – 18…♖e8!. Here Black had to play 20…♘f4 21.♗h5+ ♘xh5 22.♕g6+ ♔g8 23.♕h7+ ♔f7, and White has nothing more than a perpetual.

21.♖xg6! ♕xg6 22.♗h5 ♕xh5 23.♕xh5+ ♔g8 24.♖e1 ♗d7 25.h3 ♖ae8 26.♖xe8 ♖xe8 27.♕f3 ♖e1+ 28.♔h2 ♖b1 29.♕b3 b6 30.♕c3 ♗e8 31.♕xc7 ♖xb2 32.♕xa7 ♖xf2 33.♕xb6 ♖xa2 34.♕xd6 ♖d2 35.♕e7 ♗b5 36.♕e6+ ♔h8 37.♕xf5 ♗d3 38.♕f4 ♖d1 39.d6 ♗g6 40.♕h4+ ♔g8 41.♕d8+ ♔h7 42.d7 ♗f5 43.♕h4+

1-0


Game 12

Salome Neuhauser

Tristan Hoffer

Saint-Dié 2004



1.e4 e5 2.♘f3 ♘c6 3.♗c4 ♗c5 4.c3 ♘f6 5.d4 exd4 6.cxd4 ♗b4+ 7.♘c3 ♘xe4 8.0-0 ♗xc3 9.d5 ♗f6 10.♖e1 ♘e7 11.♖xe4 d6 12.♗g5 ♗xg5 13.♘xg5 h6!?

A move found by the grandmaster Lajos Portisch in 1968, and which was thought to be the refutation of the Greco Gambit for a while.
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14.♕e2!

If White retreats the knight, it is clear that Black can castle in peace.

14.♕h5 is not entirely satisfactory, even if it was successful in the game Brion-Monpeurt, France school championships 2012. The conductor of the black pieces, then under-16 vice-champion of France and who even had 500 more Elo points than his opponent, was visibly bewildered by the move 14.♕h5: 14…g6? (he had to play 14…0-0! 15.♖ae1 ♘g6 16.♘e6 when White retains some very slight pressure, which does not fully compensate the pawn less, however) 15.♕h4. Black can no longer castle kingside because of the weakness on h6, and his position collapsed very quickly.

14…hxg5 15.♖e1

White will regain the piece because of the pin on the e-file.

15…♗e6

Black must close the file at any cost to avoid a catastrophe.

15…0-0? 16.♖xe7 is obviously disastrous for Black.

16.dxe6 f6

The complement to the previous move, ensuring that the e-file remains closed. Thanks to the e6-pawn White has driven a wedge in the opposite position. On the other hand, if the white attack is not decisive, the e6-pawn can become weak.
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17.♖e3!

White must play very energetically before Black can consolidate his position, possibly by …c7-c6 and …d6-d5. The idea of the text is to propose an exchange of rooks on h3, and then give the fatal check with the queen on h5.

17…c6

Hoping to play …d6-d5, then …♕d6 and eventually …0-0-0.

18.♖h3 ♖xh3 19.gxh3 g6

There is hardly anything else to consider to prevent a check on h5, but the f6-pawn is now weakened and represents a target of attack for White.

20.♕d2

If White plays the immediate 20.♕f3, then Black wins an important tempo by 20…♕a5, attacking the e1-rook.
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20…♔f8!

Probably the best defence, as suggested by John Nunn. Strangely, the king will finally find refuge on the kingside.

After 20…d5 21.♕c3, Black still has to remain very vigilant. Taking the bishop, for example, loses: 21…dxc4? 22.♕xf6+–. But 21…♘f5! is good.

21.h4 gxh4 22.♕h6+ ♔g8 23.♖e4?

Allowing Black to consolidate his position.

23.♕xh4? was no better and allowed the black king the possibility to find refuge on g7.

23.b4!, to prevent 23…♕a5, retained some chances: 23…♕f8 24.♕xh4 d5 25.♗d3. Thanks to his e6-pawn and more active pieces, White retains some small attacking possibilities that should just compensate his material deficit. In particular, he may consider the manoeuvre ♖e1-e3, with sacrificial ideas on g6. With black, a grandmaster will certainly defend the position successfully, but it will probably not be the case for an inexperienced young player.

23…g5??

Black clearly knew the variation until the 22nd move, but, as is often the case, he blunders horribly as soon as he has to think for himself.

He had to play 23…♕f8, and White’s initiative has fizzled out.

24.♕xf6

1-0

No doubt reeling from his terrible blunder, Black resigns prematurely. But it is clear that after 24…♕f8 25.♕xg5+ ♕g7 26.♖g4 ♕xg5 27.♖xg5+ ♔h8 28.♖h5+ ♔g7 29.♖xh4, the tide has begun to turn, even if the game is still far from finished.

We conclude our exciting exploration of the Greco Gambit with this game. This game and the previous one, which dealt with the main line of the Möller Attack (9.d5), were relatively rich in analysis. As already mentioned at the beginning of the chapter, the Italian with c2-c3 and d2-d4 is probably one of the most analysed openings in chess history, and we can see that some lines even go well beyond the 20th move. Obviously it is not a question of memorizing everything by heart – just remember the ideas, and in particular the main tactical themes. With these alone you will have an undeniable advantage against a less prepared opponent.

To those who would argue that it seems surprising to recommend a variation in which White has perhaps nothing better than a perpetual if Black finds good moves, I would take the liberty of answering that one must not dogmatically and rigidly accept all the truths set forth by theory, especially for youngsters.

It is true that Black has a few lines that allow him to get equality in this Giuoco Piano. However, we have seen in the first three games of this chapter that this path towards equality was sometimes very torturous and often strewn with many pitfalls that Black can fall into at any time. How many amateur players (the audience this book addresses) know all the correct moves in this variation? Very few, I would bet. And how many would find them at the board? Even less, surely.

Again, this book is not intended to prepare masters, or even candidate masters, but just to bring ideas and reference points to players who are entering competition, and are putting together their first opening repertoire. In particular by offering them lively tactical positions where an inexperienced opponent will have every chance of going astray. When we see White’s success rate with the Greco Gambit in junior tournaments, we can reasonably say that this opening achieves its goal.


Game 13

Paul Morphy

Amateur

New Orleans 1858



1.e4 e5 2.♘f3 ♘c6 3.♗c4 ♘f6

The Two Knights Defence. Perhaps it would be more logical to speak of the ‘Two Knights Counter-attack’, since Black threatens the e4-pawn with his last move.

4.♘g5!?
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A surprising move, which goes against all the basic opening principles. White neglects his development by moving a piece a second time while most of his other pieces are still in their starting blocks. However, this is justified by the fact that the attack on f7 is not easy for Black to parry.

Of course, White can play more modestly (and more classically) 4.d3, to transpose into the Giuoco Pianissimo after 4…♗c5, but in this case he loses the opportunity to play the Italian with c2-c3 and d2-d4. This is why I advise the text move, which is much more aggressive (but also more risky).

Oddly, while it is one of the openings that have been the most analysed by chess theory (together with the Greco Gambit), the Two Knights Variation with 4.♘g5 has no name as such, although in some sources it is called the Fegatello Attack. Which is somewhat inaccurate, since the real (and venerable) Fegatello normally begins with the sacrifice on f7, which is recurrent in this variation. Nevertheless, for the sake of simplicity (and also, it must be said, to preserve the rhyme with Greco and Giuoco Piano), I will use the name Fegatello for the move 4.♘g5, like some other authors, and I hope that learned theorists will not hold it against me.

The move 4.♘g5 gave rise to totally divergent opinions in the last century. Tarrasch, the German theorist from the early part of the 20th century, described it as idiotic, while Bobby Fischer considered it the outright refutation of the Two Knights Defence. To each his truth. Objectively, it is doubtless somewhere between these two extremes of opinion. Anyway, it is an active move that conceals a quite subtle trap. A trap that will be daunting for inexperienced players. Just have a look, to be convinced, at the countless number of young players who have fallen victim to it. Young players, or even not-so-young amateurs, as was the case in this game played in a blindfold simultaneous by Paul Morphy, the American prodigy who briefly ruled the chess world in the middle of the nineteenth century.

4…d5

The only reasonable move to defend the f7-pawn. However, later in this chapter we will see another possibility, although it is very risky and not really that sound.

5.exd5 ♘xd5?

Here is the trap mentioned above into which Black falls so very frequently. If he could take on d5 and parry the threat to f7 so easily, the attack with 4.♘g5 would indeed be idiotic – to use the expression of Tarrasch – and would not have much sense, but this is not the case.

As we will see later in this chapter, Black must play 5…♘a5 and accept the loss of a pawn in exchange for an advantage in development.

After the capture on d5, Black is simply almost lost!
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6.d4!

Stronger than the direct sacrifice 6.♘xf7!?, which is recommended in many books and commonly called the ‘Fried Liver Attack’, which sounds far less romantic than ‘Fegatello’. The immediate sacrifice on f7 is nevertheless interesting and gives White undeniable practical chances. However, after the continuation analysed by Greco (him again!) in 1620: 6…♔xf7 7.♕f3+ ♔e6 (forced, otherwise White would recover the piece with advantage) 8.♘c3 ♘e7 (the best defence) 9.d4 c6, powerful analysis engines have shown that Black can hope to survive and keep his extra piece. Even if the exact defence will be extremely hard to find at the board with the clock ticking, and moreover by an amateur (an experienced player will not play this line with black because he will know that recapturing the d5-pawn on move 4 is a mistake).

In short, a player who is comfortable with tactical variations and who likes to ‘surf’ on the razor’s edge can fearlessly embark on the ‘Fried Liver Attack’ with a little preparation. However, is it wise to venture into complications that are finally not so clear, when the text move promises a sure advantage without risk?

6.♕f3?, which we frequently encounter in young players’ games, is, however, downright bad: 6…♕xg5 7.♗xd5 ♘d4 8.♕xf7+ ♔d8 9.♗e4? (the bishop wants to continue to defend the c2- and g2-pawns, but an unpleasant surprise awaits White) 9…♗e6. Oops! The white queen has no square…

6…exd4

After 6…♘xd4? 7.c3, Black will lose one of his two knights, awkwardly aligned on the d-file.

The only possible continuation for Black is 6…♗e6. This is a recent attempt to show that the 5…♘xd5 variation is perhaps not necessarily losing for Black. For now, too few games have been played to come to a definitive conclusion, but it is sure that after 7.♘xe6 fxe6 8.dxe5 ♘xe5 9.♕h5+ ♘g6 10.0-0, White, if not winning, has a much better position. If this is really the best that Black can hope for, perhaps it is better to give up on 5…♘xd5 altogether.

7.0-0

White is now threatening to sacrifice on f7 and get a very favourable version of the Fried Liver Attack.

7…♗e7

7…♗e6, with the idea of protecting the sensitive f7-point, does not solve Black’s problems, as can be seen in the following game.

During a training session, a young student came and asked me what to do after 7…f6, which does not allow a sacrifice on f7, of course.
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Certainly, without even analysing it is easy to tell that a move such as 7…f6 cannot be a panacea, but it will be much less easy for an amateur player to find the refutation at the board. In addition, no theoretical manual will deal with a move such as 7…f6 in this position, of course, although several youngsters have nevertheless proposed it to me, as they felt the need to prevent the sacrifice on f7. The move 7…f6 is bad, period, and that is obvious, one might be tempted to say, while dismissing this wacky suggestion out of hand.

Nevertheless, one of the goals of this book is indeed to try to answer questions from amateurs (even those that may seem far-fetched!) and in particular those where we will find no trace of an answer in classical chess books.

In this case, it was not so easy to show (concretely!) that the move 7…f6 was bad: 8.♖e1+ (now this was obvious…) 8…♗e7 9.♕f3! (but this was much less so, and it is the refutation of the 7…f6 move) and now:

A) 9…♘b6? 10.♕h5+ g6 11.♗f7+ ♔d7 (11…♔f8 12.♕h6#) 12.♕h3+ f5 (12…♔d6 13.♘e4+ ♔e5 14.f4# is a nice mate in the middle of the chessboard) 13.♘e6 and the black queen is lost;

B) 9…fxg5 10.♗xd5 ♖f8 11.♕h5+ g6 12.♗xc6+ bxc6 13.♕xh7+–. The black position is in ruins, both in terms of the pawn structure (look at the contrast between White’s and Black’s!) and the safety of the king.

Now let’s return to the position after 7…♗e7.
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8.♘xf7!

The main theme of the Fegatello! The sacrifice is much stronger here than in the Fried Liver Attack since White has already castled and the e-file is open. Venturing onto e6 will consequently be even more problematic for the black king.

8…♔xf7 9.♕f3+ ♔e6

Suicidal, but if the king goes back White will recover the d5-knight and have a better position.
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10.♘c3!!

A brilliant sacrifice, found by Morphy while blindfold, and designed to accelerate the centralization of the a1-rook.

10…dxc3 11.♖e1+ ♘e5 12.♗f4 ♗f6 13.♗xe5 ♗xe5 14.♖xe5+!

Open House!

14…♔xe5 15.♖e1+ ♔d4

The black king finds itself in the open-air right in the middle of the chessboard.

16.♗xd5 ♖e8

At this point Houdini (the analysis engine, not the magician who was a contemporary of Morphy!) announces mate (and only one!) in seven moves. Morphy found it without being able to see the board, and this while playing against ten opponents simultaneously.

Of course, the bishop cannot be captured: 16…♕xd5 17.♕xc3#.

17.♕d3+ ♔c5
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18.b4+!

Strangely, this is the only winning move for White in this position, but of course, it is more than enough since it leads to a forced mate.

18…♔xb4

18…♔b6 19.♕d4+ ♔a6 20.♕c4+ ♔b6 (20…b5 21.♕c6#) 21.♕c5+ ♔a6 22.♕a5#.

19.♕d4+ ♔a5 20.♕xc3+ ♔a4 21.♕b3+ ♔a5 22.♕a3+ ♔b6 23.♖b1#


Game 14

Marwan Brion

Hugo Kessler

France 2012



1.e4 e5 2.♘f3 ♘c6 3.♗c4 ♘f6 4.♘g5!? d5 5.exd5 ♘xd5? 6.d4! exd4 7.0-0 ♗e6

To defend the sensitive f7-square and prevent the knight sacrifice, but all this is an illusion.

8.♖e1 ♕d7
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If Black manages to castle queenside, then he would have a very satisfactory position, with, moreover, an extra pawn.

9.♘xf7!

In the purest Fegatello style, White sacrifices his knight on f7 anyway, just when this pawn seems to be protected three times.

9…♔xf7

Of course, the e6-bishop is pinned, and capturing with the queen would leave the d5-knight hanging.

10.♕f3+ ♔g6

Returning to the e-file would lose the d5-knight because the e6-bishop would find itself pinned.

10…♔g8 also loses: 11.♖xe6! ♕xe6 12.♗xd5+–.
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11.♖xe6+!

11.♗d3+?! immediately would allow the defensive move 11…♗f5.

11…♕xe6 12.♗d3+

And Black resigned.


Game 15

Ludovic Jardine

Simon Viville

France tt-jr 2005/06



1.e4 e5 2.♘f3 ♘c6 3.♗c4 ♘f6 4.♘g5!? d5 5.exd5 ♘a5!

We have seen in the previous games that the recapture on d5 was bad.

5…b5!? is interesting, and was played by Carlsen against Naiditsch in 2006, but it’s not really correct after the withdrawal 6.♗f1!. Following 6…♕xd5 7.♘c3, the g2-pawn is protected, and White can therefore capture on b5 under good conditions.
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6.♗b5+

The bishop must move with check, otherwise Black will recover the d5-pawn without any problems.

6…c6

6…♗d7 7.♕e2! protects the b5-bishop and creates unpleasant threats on the e-file and against the e5-pawn.

7.dxc6 bxc6 8.♗e2

The most accurate defensive move according to theory, and certainly the most popular, although the 8.♗d3 retreat has been rehabilitated by (among many others) Laurent Fressinet, who used it to beat Etienne Bacrot in the 2011 French Blitz Championship.

8…h6 9.♘f3 e4 10.♘e5 ♗d6

Black gains development tempi by attacking the knight.

11.d4 exd3 12.♘xd3 ♕c7

Otherwise White plays 13,♗f4 and exchanges the dark-squared bishops, and Black will no longer have any real compensation.

13.b3!
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A move played by Kasparov, Radjabov and Morozevich, who all three won. This must therefore be a good move. White ignores the threat to h2, which is not dangerous for now, and starts developing the queenside pieces. The c1-bishop will be well placed on b2 and the b3-pawn takes the c4-square away from the black knight.

13…♗xh2?

So far, both players have followed the line recommended by theory, but taking the h2-pawn is a serious mistake. After 13…0-0 14.♗b2, White will play h3 before castling kingside (so as to not lose the h2-pawn with check!) and will have good chances to consolidate his extra pawn, even if he must remain vigilant because of the menacing activity of the black pieces.

14.g3! ♗xg3 15.fxg3 ♕xg3+ 16.♘f2 0-0

16…♘e4? 17.♕d4!+–.

17.♔f1?

17.♕d3! ♕g2 18.♕f3 ♕g6 19.♗d2 ♘b7 20.♘c3+–.

The two black pawns are not worth White’s extra piece.

17…♗f5?

17…♕e5! would give Black strong counterplay.

18.♕e1 ♘b7 19.♕b4 ♖ab8? 20.♗f4 ♘d5
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21.♕xf8+!

A small liquidating tactic that should normally win the game without too many problems.

21…♖xf8 22.♗xg3 ♘e3+ 23.♔e1 ♘xc2+ 24.♔d2 ♘xa1 25.♘a3 ♖d8+ 26.♔c3 ♖e8 27.♗d3 ♖e3 28.♗b8 ♗xd3 29.♘xd3 ♘c5 30.♔d4?

30.♖d1+–.

30…♖xd3+ 31.♔xc5 ♘xb3+! 32.axb3 ♖xb3

Black recovers a piece, and most importantly, White has no more pawns!

33.♗xa7 ♖xa3 34.♗b6 ♖c3+ 35.♔d6 ♔f8 36.♗c5 f5 37.♖a1 ♖d3+ ½-½

Not really knowing how to assess this endgame, both opponents prefer to agree an immediate sharing of the point. In this position all three results are indeed still possible, even if a draw is effectively the most legitimate with perfect play by both sides.


Game 16

Nikolai Ninov2515

Cyril Marzolo2487

La Fère 2008 (4)



1.e4 e5 2.♘f3 ♘c6 3.♗c4 ♘f6 4.♘g5 ♗c5!?

The Traxler Gambit. A clever counter-attack devised by the Czech Catholic priest (and strong chess player) Karel Traxler in the late nineteenth century.
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Black ignores the threat to f7 and even allows White to take the pawn in two ways: one with check, and the other with a fork of queen and rook!

In some young beginners’ games, the 4…♗c5 move may also be nothing but a blunder: developing a piece without seeing that the f7-pawn is attacked!

According to current theory the Traxler defence (or rather attack!), even when played deliberately (and therefore not the aforementioned blunder!), is considered unsound and probably refuted. However, it can be very dangerous and just as unpleasant when you do not know it at all and find yourself facing it for the first time with white.

The Traxler has given rise to some very complex analysis but it is obviously out of the question to detail and reproduce that here. It is just important to have some ideas to avoid falling into the many traps, and to know a line that gives White the advantage (there are several!).

5.♘xf7

Taking with the bishop on f7 is also possible, and recommended in certain books, even if Black retains some compensation for the pawn after 5…♔e7 thanks to the f-file. Obviously, if the move 4…♗c5 is a mistake (we will never know for certain during a game, however), the most natural is to take on f7 with the knight, naturally.

The present game is that which, among the 500 or so on Megabase where White took on f7 with the knight, opposed the two strongest players.

5…♗xf2+ 6.♔f1!

Chess is not checkers! We are definitely not obliged to capture. An article in New in Chess Yearbook presents this move as the outright refutation of the Traxler Gambit. 6.♔xf2? seems to give Black too strong an attack, according to the latest theoretical developments and the contributions of Fritz and friends, after 6…♘xe4+ followed by the arrival of the queen on h4.

6…♕e7 7.♘xh8 d5 8.exd5 ♘d4

At the cost of a rook – this is not insignificant! – Black has obtained a dangerous initiative. The immediate threat is 9…♗g4.

9.d6!

[image: image]

One of six (!) refutations of the Traxler proposed by Maarten de Zeeuw in his impressive presentation published in the Yearbook.

It is important to insert this move, which will prove useful for at least two reasons:

1. It will allow the knight to get out to f7 while attacking the black queen if she captures on d6.

2. It will obstruct the path of the black queen to c5 if the c7-pawn captures on d6.

A) Capturing the f2-bishop is still not possible: 9.♔xf2? ♗g4! with just one quite extraordinary example, included both for its beauty and to convince you of the usefulness of the 9.d6 move!: 10.♕f1 ♘e4+ 11.♔g1 (11.♔e3 ♕g5+ 12.♔xe4 ♗f5+ 13.♔xe5 0-0-0! 14.♔xd4 ♕f6+ 15.♔e3 ♖e8+ 16.♔f3 ♗d3+ 17.♔g3 ♕g5+ 18.♔h3 h5!, and White will be mated) 11…♘e2+ 12.♗xe2 ♕c5+.

[image: image]

There we are! With a black pawn on d6, this move would not be possible;

B) 9.c3? is also not good: 9…♗g4! 10.♕a4+ ♘d7! (to clear the f-file and the d8-h4 diagonal for the queen) 11.♔xf2 (11.cxd4 ♕f6! 12.dxe5 ♕f5!–+) 11…♕h4+!, winning by force:

B1) 12.♔e3 ♕g5+ 13.♔f2 ♕f5+ (13…♕f4+!) 14.♔g1 0-0-0ç, Mykyska-Traxler, postal game 1896, the ‘première’ for the Traxler variation!;

B2) 12.♔f1 0-0-0–+, and White is helpless against the threats on the f-file;

B3) 12.g3 ♕f6+ 13.♔e1 (13.♔g1 ♘e2+ 14.♗xe2 ♗xe2 15.♔g2 ♕f3+ 16.♔h3 ♕xh1–+) 13…♕f5! 14.cxd4 ♕e4+ 15.♔f2 ♕f3+ 16.♔e1 ♕xh1+ 17.♗f1 0-0-0 18.♘f7 ♕e4+ 19.♔f2 ♖f8!, and White will again be mated!

9…cxd6

9…♕xd6? 10.♘f7 (one of the two ideas of the 9.d6 move set out in the previous note) 10…♕c5 11.d3 ♗g4 12.♕d2. Black has insufficient compensation for the sacrificed rook because 12…♗e2+ gives nothing: 13.♔xf2 ♘g4+ 14.♔e1 ♘f3+ 15.♔xe2 ♕f2+ 16.♔d1 ♘xd2 17.♗xd2+–. White has ensured his retirement with a rook and three minor pieces against the black queen.

10.♔xf2!

White can take this bishop now that the black queen no longer has access to the c5-square.

10…d5

10…♗g4 11.♕f1 ♘xc2 (11…♘e4+ 12.♔g1+–. Without the d6-pawn, Black would win by 12…♘e2+, followed by a check from the queen on c5, as in the previous note after 9.♔xf2) 12.♘c3 ♘xa1+–. The two knights in the opposing corners should emerge, but White will stay a piece ahead.

[image: image]

11.d3

The bishop retreat 11.♗e2!, to control the g4-square and keep the possibility of closing the f-file by ♗f3, was stronger: 11…♘e4+ 12.♔g1 ♕c5 13.♗h5+ g6 14.♔f1! ♕f8+ (14…gxh5 15.♕xh5+ ♔d7 16.♘c3+–) 15.♗f3 ♗g4 16.d3 ♘xf3 17.gxf3 ♗xf3 18.♕e1 ♗xh1+ 19.♔g1 ♕f3 20.♕f1 ♕xf1+ 21.♔xf1 ♘d6 22.♗h6!. The bishop can come to the aid of its equine teammate on h8, and White will retain an extra piece, even if the technical realization is not necessarily that straightforward.

11…dxc4?

11…♘g4+! offered Black better practical chances.

12.h3 cxd3 13.cxd3 ♗d7 14.♖e1 0-0-0 15.♔g1

[image: image]

The white king is now safe and Black will have no real compensation for the exchange less (after collecting the h8-knight).

15…♖xh8 16.♗e3 ♕d6 17.♘d2 ♗c6 18.♘c4 ♕d5 19.♕d2 b6 20.♖ac1 ♔b7 21.♗xd4 ♕xd4+ 22.♕f2

1-0



Exerice 7

[image: image]

The a1-rook is attacked. How should White react?



Solution 7

[image: image]

10.♕b3

(10.♗a3 is, according to theory, even stronger)

And White is going to get a decisive attack if Black takes the a1-rook.

(See Game 9, Crabie-Swiercz)



Exerice 8

[image: image]

Black has just castled kingside. What is the most aggressive continuation for White?



Solution 8

[image: image]

14.♘xh7!

The only way for White to maintain the initiative.

(See Game 11, Bellaiche-Monpeurt)



Exerice 9

[image: image]

The g5-knight is attacked. What should White do?



Solution 9

[image: image]

14.♕e2!

If the knight moves back, White will not have any compensation for the pawn.

(See Game 12, Neuhauser-Hoffer)



Exerice 10

[image: image]

Black is ready to castle queenside and he would then have a good position. How should White continue?



Solution 10

[image: image]

9.♘xf7!

This gives White a very strong attack.

(See Game 14, Brion-Kessler)



Exerice 11

[image: image]

White to play and mate in two moves.



Solution 11

[image: image]

21.♖f6+! gxf6 22.♕f7#

(See Game 11, Bellaiche-Monpeurt)



Exerice 12

[image: image]

The e8-square is protected. How can White mate in two moves?



Solution 12

[image: image]

19.♖e5!

And it’s mate on g5 (or on e8 if the f6-knight moves).

(See Game 10, Voillat-Hammer)



Exerice 13

[image: image]

Compared to the previous diagram Black has two knights, but White mates anyway. How?



Solution 13

[image: image]

17.♘d2! d6

17…♘xd2 18.♖g5#.

18.♘xe4 dxe5 19.♘xf6#

(See Game 10, Voillat-Hammer)



Exerice 14

[image: image]

White to play and win.



Solution 14

[image: image]

21.♖xg6! ♕xg6 22.♗h5

(See Game 11, Bellaiche-Monpeurt)



Exerice 15

[image: image]

White to play and win.



Solution 15

[image: image]

11.♖xe6! ♕xe6 12.♗xd5

(See Game 14, Brion-Kessler)



Exerice 16

[image: image]

The same position as in the previous diagram, but with the black king on g6 instead of e8. The same answer?



Solution 16

[image: image]

11.♖xe6+!

11.♗d3+?! ♗f5.

11…♕xe6 12.♗d3+

(See Game 14, Brion-Kessler)



Exerice 17

[image: image]

How does White continue his attack?



Solution 17

[image: image]

23.♖e8+! ♔xe8

23…♕xe8 24.♖f6+.

24.♕xg8+ ♔e7

24…♔d7 25.♕e6#.

25.♕xg5+

And White wins at least a queen.

(See Game 11, Bellaiche-Monpeurt)



Exerice 18

[image: image]

The black king has ventured onto e6. How does White conduct the execution?



Solution 18

[image: image]

14.♖xe5+! ♔xe5 15.♖e1+ ♔d4 16.♗xd5

And the black king will not survive.

(See Game 13, Morphy-Amateur)





Chapter 3

Moderato:
 Black avoids the Giuoco Piano after 1.e4 e5


Game 17

Jean de Wijn

Vincent Moret

Nancy 1983



Here is a game that could not be more symbolic for me, since it is the first official game that I ever played in a chess tournament. As I had no idea of the significance of the Elo rating, I only learned afterwards that I was up against one of the strongest Lorraine players of the era, who had even participated in the National Championship in the 1950s.

I only had my naivety to resist, as well as a small trap that I had found in the only chess book that I had read up until the tournament.

1.e4 e5 2.♘f3 ♘c6 3.♗c4 ♘d4?!

[image: image]

A dubious move, attributed to a certain Fritz (a German player from the early 20th century, not the silicon monster!), and based on a trap that we meet quite often in young players’ games. We have to know it, not to play it, but above all to avoid becoming a victim of it! At the time this game was played I obviously had no idea of the theory of the Italian Opening.

4.♘xe5!?

By Jove, my opponent falls into the trap! I could not believe my eyes.

4.♘xd4! is without doubt an easier refutation of Black’s opening. After 4…exd4 5.0-0, White has a big development advantage, and Black has absolutely nothing in return.

4.c3 is also very strong. After 4…♘xf3+ 5.♕xf3, White again has a development advantage, he threatens mate and is ready to play d2-d4 in the centre.

4…♕g5 5.♗xf7+

A move that I had not expected, and that was already outside my field of knowledge. I was actually hoping for 5.♘xf7?? ♕xg2 6.♖f1 ♕xe4+ 7.♗e2 ♘f3#. A nice smothered mate on which the whole variation is based.

5…♔e7

[image: image]

After my first emotions had subsided, I told myself that things were not actually that bad. I cannot castle, sure, but White has both the g2-pawn and the e5-knight attacked. Moreover, if the knight moves, the f7-bishop will be hanging, but that did not take into account an unpleasant surprise.

6.0-0! ♕xe5 7.♗xg8 ♖xg8 8.c3 ♘c6 9.d4

[image: image]

White obviously has more than sufficient compensation for the sacrificed piece. He already has two pawns, on strict material terms, but also a very strong centre that will sweep everything in its path, and let us not forget the very insecure black king on e7.

9…♕f6

9…♕xe4?? 10.♖e1+–.

10.e5

The steamroller gets under way.

10…♕g6 11.f4 d6 12.♕b3 ♖h8

Or 12…♕f7 13.d5 ♘d8 14.e6, and as in the game, Black is completely paralysed.

13.d5 ♘a5 14.♕a4 b6 15.e6 ♕e8 16.♕e4 ♘b7 17.f5 ♔d8 18.b4 ♗e7 19.♗e3 a5 20.♘d2 ♗f6 21.♗d4 ♕e7 22.a3 ♔e8

Hoping to recycle the b7-knight to d8, and possibly allow the c8-bishop to get out on a6. In any case, Black can do nothing else.

23.♗xf6 ♕xf6 24.♕c4 ♕e7 25.♘e4 ♖f8 26.g4 ♘d8 27.g5 ♗a6 28.b5

The phalanx of eight white pawns, still intact, has been devastating in the centre, on the queenside and on the kingside.

28…♗b7 29.f6

1-0

[image: image]

A tragicomic position. Black resigns when not one white pawn has yet been exchanged.

After the game my opponent, a gentleman of a certain age and class, complimented me on the quality of my play (in hindsight, I feel that his polite compliment was doubtless exaggerated), and advised me to enrol in a chess club. I followed his advice, and so it is a little thanks to him that I owe my (modest) chess career.


Game 18

Philippe Nolot

Jean-Louis Ciccoli

Nancy 2011



1.e4 e5 2.♘f3 ♘c6 3.♗c4 h6?

[image: image]

A move often played by amateur players who fear, after 3…♘f6, being bothered by the white knight or bishop coming to g5. However, Black cannot afford such a waste of time as early as the third move. In addition, the move 3…h6 can weaken the h5-e8 diagonal, as we will see in this game.

4.d4

Natural. White takes advantage of his development advantage and seizes the initiative in the centre.

4…exd4

Black cannot really support his central pawn:

A) 4…d6?! 5.dxe5 dxe5 (5…♘xe5? 6.♘xe5 dxe5 7.♗xf7+! is a classic deviation combination that we will see again) 6.♕xd8+ ♘xd8 7.♘xe5[image: images];

B) 4…f6?. This move, which is sometimes played by beginners, is absolutely not possible here. After 5.♘h4, the weakening of the h5-e8 diagonal, and in particular the g6-square, would be immediately decisive.

5.c3!

[image: image]

An interesting gambit, found in numerous openings.

5…dxc3 6.0-0!

White sacrifices a second pawn to accelerate his development even more.

6…cxb2?

Black is far too greedy. He had to play 6…d6 and try to start getting his pieces out, even if White’s development advantage is very threatening.

7.♗xb2

In exchange for the two sacrificed pawns, White probably already has a decisive initiative. The f8-bishop cannot develop for now because then the g7-pawn would be hanging, and if the g8-knight tries to get out on f6, it will immediately have to return home after e4-e5.

7…d6 8.e5!

White must open lines to take advantage of his advance in development and the exposed situation of the black king in the centre. If White does not play actively, Black can hope to develop by …♘f6 followed by …♗e7 and …0-0.

8…dxe5?

8…♘xe5? 9.♘xe5 dxe5 10.♗xf7+!. Always the same theme that, this time, wins the black queen after 10…♔e7 11.♗a3+. But 8…♗e6! was still okay.

[image: image]

9.♗xf7+!

Here it is no longer quite as simple as in the previous note, as the c6-knight protects the black queen.

9…♔xf7 10.♘xe5+!

Taking advantage of the overloaded c6-knight, which must continue to defend its queen.

10…♔e6

10…♔e8 11.♕h5+. The famous weakening of the h5-e8 diagonal, caused by the move 3…h6 and pointed out in the note to Black’s third move, finally tells.

11.♕g4+ ♔d6 12.♖d1+ ♔e7 13.♗a3+

1-0

The black king is mated after 13…♔e8 14.♕g6# or 13…♔f6 14.♕g6+ ♔xe5 15.♖e1+.


Game 19

Christophe Sochacki2239

Mathieu Lehaut

Sautron 2009



1.e4 e5 2.♘f3 ♘c6 3.♗c4 ♗e7

[image: image]

The Hungarian Defence. Although playable, this modest development of the bishop to e7 is rather passive.

4.d4 exd4?!

To stay in the spirit of the Hungarian Defence, Black had to try to keep the centre closed by playing 4…d6 5.♘c3 (for those who like to play without queens, 5.dxe5 dxe5 6.♕xd8+ ♗xd8 7.♘c3 also promises White a small advantage) 5…♘f6 6.h3, and White has the freer play.

5.c3!?

An idea already seen in the previous game.

5…dxc3?

Too greedy. He had to play 5…d6 or even 5…♘a5.

6.♕d5

[image: image]

In Cochet-Cornanguer, France tt-jr 2003/04, as in many other games (2014 Megabase lists 30!), Black gave up at this moment, not seeing how to ward off the mate without losing material. However, it is actually not so clear.

6…♘h6 7.♗xh6 0-0 8.♗xg7!

White cannot hold on to his extra piece: 8.♗c1? ♘b4 9.♕d1? c2ç, Roesch-Delorme, France tt-jr 1998/99.

8…♔xg7 9.♘xc3

Black has eventually retained material equality, but White obviously keeps the superior position because of his ability to attack the black king.

9…d6 10.♕h5 ♗d7 11.h4 h6 12.0-0-0 ♕c8 13.g4!?

A tempting pawn sacrifice, but with unclear consequences.

13.♕d5 ♗e6 14.♕d3 was a safer way to keep the advantage, but also, and more importantly, the queen.

13…♗xg4 14.♖dg1 ♗g5+! 15.hxg5 ♗xh5 16.♖xh5

[image: image]

Black has won the queen for two pieces, but White has a strong attack.

16…♘e7?

After 16…♖g8!, leaving an escape square on f8 for the king if necessary, White would still have had to prove the correctness of his material investment.

17.gxh6+ ♔h8 18.♖g7 ♖g8 19.♘g5! ♖xg7 20.hxg7+ ♔xg7 21.♖h7+ ♔g6 22.f4 ♕d7?

The position was difficult to defend, but 22…d5! 23.♗e2 (23.♘xd5 ♘xd5 24.♗xd5 ♕f8=) 23…♕g8 24.♗h5+ ♔f6 25.♖xf7+ ♕xf7 26.♘xf7 dxe4 left Black good chances to escape.

23.♗xf7+ ♔f6 24.e5+?

White goes astray just when victory was within reach. After 24.♗h5!, the black king is in a mating net, and this will cost at least the queen: 24…♖f8 25.♘d5+ ♘xd5 26.♖xd7+–.

24…dxe5 25.♘ce4+ ♔f5 26.♗e6+

[image: image]

Seeing that he will also lose his queen, Black resigned even though the position is drawn!

26…♕xe6 27.♘xe6 ♔xe6 28.♘c5+ ♔f6 29.fxe5+ ♔xe5 30.♖xe7+ ♔d6=.


Game 20

Thomas Dionisi2183

Joachin Mouhamad2113

Montlucon 2011 (4)



1.e4 e5 2.♘f3 d6

[image: image]

The Philidor Defence. A respectable opening, brought back to the fore by the French grandmaster Christian Bauer, who dedicated a book to it in 2007, but which may lead to very passive positions for Black if it is not in expert hands. For his part, White does not have much to fear in the opening and has little risk of falling into an opening trap. Even without knowing it he can simply develop his pieces and thus easily obtain an equal position at least.

3.d4

When the opponent allows us the opportunity, we occupy the centre!

3…♘d7

This is the original method of treating the Philidor Defence, which, however, leads to a difficult position for Black. Today devotees of the Philidor generally lean towards two other continuations: 3…exd4 4.♘xd4 ♘f6 5.♘c3 ♗e7 6.♗c4 0-0 7.0-0. White has the freer game and can envisage a middlegame without too much danger, as long as he is not facing Christian Bauer, probably the world’s leading expert in this variation.

If 3…♘f6 4.dxe5 ♘xe4 5.♕d5 ♘c5 6.♗g5 ♕d7 7.exd6 ♗xd6 8.♘c3 ♕e6+ 9.♗e3 ♕xd5 10.♘xd5 White again has the somewhat higher prospects.

4.♗c4

Black must already be on his guard not to sink into the many tactical pitfalls that await him.

[image: image]

4…c6

The only move. It is surprising to note that two world-class female grandmasters fell into traps here that you would expect to be reserved for young players:

A) 4…♘gf6? 5.dxe5 ♘xe5 (5…dxe5 6.♘g5+–) 6.♘xe5 dxe5 7.♗xf7+! is a theme that has already been seen several times;

B) 4…h6? 5.dxe5 dxe5 (5…♘xe5 6.♘xe5 dxe5 7.♗xf7+! – an old tale) 6.♗xf7+! ♔xf7 7.♘xe5+ ♔f6 8.♘c3! (much stronger than 8.♕d4 as played by Alexandra Kosteniuk against multiple French champion Almira Skripchenko in Warsaw in 2004) 8…♔xe5 (8…c6 9.♕d4!+–) 9.♕d5+ ♔f6 10.♕f5+ ♔e7 11.♘d5+ ♔d6 12.♗f4+ ♔c6 13.♕e6+ and the black king is not going to get out alive: 13…♗d6 14.♘b4+ ♔b5 15.a4+! ♔xb4 (15…♔a5 16.♕c4! a6 17.♘d5 ♗xf4 18.b4#) 16.♕b3+ ♔c5 17.♕b5+ ♔d4 18.♕d5#;

C) 4…♗e7? 5.dxe5 ♘xe5 (5…dxe5? 6.♕d5+–) 6.♘xe5 dxe5 7.♕h5! g6 8.♕xe5[image: images] Stefanova-Pähtz, Plovdiv Ech W 2008.

5.0-0 ♗e7 6.dxe5 dxe5

[image: image]

7.♘g5!

A pseudo-sacrifice known for over 80 years, which should consign the whole variation to the scrapheap, since the position that results from the following exchanges is inevitably depressing for Black.

7…♗xg5 8.♕h5 ♕e7 9.♕xg5 ♕xg5 10.♗xg5

Thanks to his bishop pair and advance in development, White has a nice little advantage, and most importantly very little risk of losing.

10…♘gf6 11.f3 ♘f8 12.♘d2 ♘e6 13.♗e3 0-0 14.♖fd1 b6 15.a4 ♘e8 16.a5 ♖b8 17.axb6 axb6 18.c3 ♘d6 19.♗f1 b5 20.b4 ♘e8 21.♘b3

By relatively simple means, White has obtained a far superior position.

21…f6? 22.♘a5 ♗b7 23.♗a7 ♘8c7 24.♗xb8 ♖xb8 25.♖d6 c5 26.♖b6

1-0


Game 21

Sophie Lam2032

Sarah Benmesbah1870

Reims 2004 (5)



1.e4 e5 2.♘f3 f5

The Latvian Gambit. A rare bird, but, like so many gambits, dangerous when White does not know it.

[image: image]

3.♘xe5

3.♗c4 fxe4 4.♘xe5 is also possible, but leads to extremely complex positions after 4…♕g5 (or 4…d5).

There is indeed little point for a player who embarks on the study of openings to spend many hours studying all these complications, while the text move is a much simpler (and safer) way to get a good advantage.

3…♕f6

3…fxe4 is obviously not possible because of 4.♕h5+, which immediately wins the game.

4.d4 d6 5.♘c4

The right square for the knight, which can then return to e3.

5…fxe4

[image: image]

6.♘e3

6.♘c3!, which develops a piece while attacking the e4-pawn and controlling the d5-square, is rightly considered by theory to be even stronger. The text move, however, is perfectly playable.

6…♘c6 7.c3 ♕g6 8.♘a3 ♘f6 9.♘b5 ♕f7 10.♗c4 ♕e7 11.♕a4!

The threat is 12.d5, followed by a discovered check from the b5-knight.

11…♔d8 12.d5

Stronger was 12.♘d5! ♘xd5 13.♗xd5 ♗d7 14.0-0, and White has a far superior position, not least because the e4-pawn is already very weak.

12…♖b8??

There was no obligation to leave the piece hanging. Black obviously had to play 12…♘e5 13.♘d4, and White remains slightly better.

13.dxc6 a6

Black undoubtedly counted on recuperating the piece following …b7-b5, but she had obviously missed White’s next intermediate move.

14.cxb7 ♗xb7 15.♘d4

Black can no longer play …b7-b5.

15…♘d7 16.♘c6+ ♗xc6 17.♕xc6 ♘c5 18.♘d5 ♕d7 19.♗g5+ ♔e8 20.♘xc7#


Game 22

Thomas Saatdjian

Marie Cheype

Nancy 1999



1.e4 e5 2.♘f3 ♘f6

[image: image]

The Petroff or Russian Defence. Like the Hungarian and Philidor defences seen earlier in this chapter, the Petroff Defence is perfectly playable for grandmasters who aspire to an equal position with black. However, it is still not very dynamic and therefore not recommended for young players.

3.♗c4!?

3.♘xe5 is the main variation, to which many books are devoted. Let us not hope for 3…♘xe4 (3…d6!) 4.♕e2 ♘f6?? 5.♘c6+! too much, even if we meet this classic trap in many young beginners’ games.

3…♘xe4 4.♘c3!?

An interesting gambit, which is the logical complement to the 3.♗c4 move.

4…♘xc3 5.dxc3

White has compensation for the sacrificed pawn, especially against an opponent who has little experience with this variation. The e5-pawn is attacked, and Black must reckon with the threat of 6.♘g5.

5…♗c5?

5…f6! is the (only?!) move recommended by theory. White must now act energetically before Black can consolidate his position by, for example, …c7-c6 followed by …d7-d5. 6.♘h4 Threatening check on h5. 6…g6 7.f4! It is imperative to open lines in the centre, failing which White’s initiative risks evaporating. 7…exf4? It is very (too) dangerous to open the e-file. Black had to play 7…♕e7. After 8.f5! White retains some initiative (8.0-0?? ♕c5+): 8…g5? (8…♕g7 is unclear) 9.♕h5+ ♔d8 10.♘g6[image: images].

After the capture 7…exf4 White’s development advantage becomes too great. The short game Pejic-Pernjak, Croatian Junior Championship 2009, is a perfect example: 8.0-0 ♗c5+ 9.♔h1 ♘c6? (9…d5!) 10.♕d5 ♕e7 11.♗xf4 ♔d8 (more tenacious was 11…d6!) 12.♖ae1 ♕f8 13.♗g5 ♗e7 14.♖e6 (pins everywhere) 14…f5 15.♖xe7 ♘xe7 16.♖e1 c6 17.♕d6 1-0.

6.♘g5!

[image: image]

Unlike the similar attack in the Fegatello, Black cannot react with 6…d5.

6…0-0 7.♕h5 h6 8.♘xf7 ♕e7?

8…♖xf7 was of course preferable, but is unplayable here due to 9.♕xf7+ ♔h8 10.0-0+–.

9.♘xh6+ ♔h7 10.♘g8#

An original final mate. The two other knight retreats to g4 and f5 also led to the same result.



Exerice 19

[image: image]

How does White get the most advantage from his advance in development and the open lines?



Solution 19

[image: image]

10.♗xf7+

10…♔xf7 leaves the queen unprotected.

10…♔e7 11.♗a3+

And the black queen is lost.

(See Game 18, Nolot-Ciccoli)



Exerice 20

[image: image]

White to play and mate in two moves.



Solution 20

[image: image]

9.♘xh6+ ♔h8 10.♘g4#

10.♘g8# and 10.♘f5# are equally mate.

(See Game 22, Saatdjian-Cheype)



Exerice 21

[image: image]

White to play and win… a pawn.



Solution 21

[image: image]

5.dxe5 ♘xe5

5…dxe5 6.♕d5.

6.♘xe5 dxe5 7.♕h5

Wins a pawn.

(See Game 20, Dionisi-Mouhamad)



Exerice 22

[image: image]

Thanks to a strong manoeuvre White gets a big positional advantage.



Solution 22

[image: image]

7.♘g5! ♗xg5 8.♕h5

White recovers the piece and obtains a big positional advantage thanks to the bishop pair.

(See Game 20, Dionisi-Mouhamad)



Exerice 23

[image: image]

White to play and mate in three moves.



Solution 23

[image: image]

14.♕g6+ ♔xe5 15.♖e1+ ♔f4

15…♔d4 16.♕e4#.

16.♖e4#

(See Game 18, Nolot-Ciccoli)



Exerice 24

[image: image]

White has the e5-knight and g2-pawn attacked, not to mention the f7-bishop which may find itself in an unstable situation if the e5-knight moves. How should he react?



Solution 24

[image: image]

6.0-0!

and White will have very good compensation for the piece.

(See Game 17, De Wijn-Moret)





Chapter 4

Ready for the pole position:
 The Grand Prix Attack against the Sicilian

1.e4 c5

[image: image]

The Sicilian Defence! This is the most popular opening reply to 1.e4, both for amateurs and for grandmasters. On its own, it represents almost 25% of the 5 million games in Megabase 2014, and nearly one game out of two that opens with 1.e4 is a Sicilian.

The reasons for the popularity and the success of the Sicilian are not obvious, however. With his first move Black does nothing for his development. The move …c7-c5 only serves, in fact, to control the centre and prevent White from invading it by d2-d4.

However, unlike the move …e7-e5 that has the same initial objective, the Sicilian creates an asymmetric structure from the outset that will offer more chances to the second player. If White chooses to play the main lines of the Sicilian by opening the game with ♘f3 and d2-d4, Black can then count on two positional advantages after the …c5xd4 exchange: a majority of two pawns against one in the centre, and the semi-open c-file, which will be very useful in the middlegame. Of course, White will not be without pluses as well, and there will follow a sharp fight with chances for both sides.

It is precisely this aggressive character that appeals to aficionados of the Sicilian. Some of them arrive at the chessboard drenched in variations they have sometimes memorized beyond the 20th move. The theory of the Sicilian is indeed much larger than that of any other opening. Just on the Najdorf Variation, which is one among a dozen that make up the Sicilian, the Slovak grandmaster Lubomir Ftacnik wrote a book of over 400 pages in 2010, which will nevertheless be rapidly outdated; such is the speed of theoretical novelties in this area.

Within the limited scope of this book, it is obviously impossible to immerse ourselves in the study of these major variations. It is in any case surely not the priority of a player looking to build a first repertoire.

This is why I will offer you a system that will avoid all the Sicilian main lines. An easy-to-learn system which promises beautiful attacking games, without lots of theory, and which will be playable against all variations of the Sicilian, whether it be the Najdorf, the Dragon, the Sveshnikov, the Paulsen, the Scheveningen and all of the others.

I can already see some becoming sceptical and sneering. Yet, yes, yes, such a system exists. Oh, I will not pretend to claim that it is the refutation of the Sicilian and that we will win every time with it. Not at all, obviously. I will just affirm that this system gives balanced chances, but that they become (almost) always greater for White against a player who has eaten tons of variations of the Dragon or whatever, but who will have little experience with this secondary line of the Sicilian.

This system is the Grand Prix Attack, which gets its name from the tournament circuit that took place on weekends in Britain. This opening wreaked havoc in the late 1980s in the hands of future English grandmasters Julian Hodgson and Mark Hebden, who won many tournaments while using it exclusively against the Sicilian.

However, just as we must render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, let us also attribute to Greco (him again!) that which he has fathered. It is indeed in a game from the Calabrian theorist that the move 2.f4, characteristic of the Grand Prix Attack, appeared for the first time in 1620.

Today the Grand Prix Attack remains very popular with amateurs, and most particularly with juniors. Nevertheless, it happens that it also makes notable inroads among the world’s elite. Players of the highest order such as Anand, Ivanchuk and Adams have practised it repeatedly. The English grandmaster Nigel Short, in line with his compatriots Hebden and Hodgson, has even used it against Gelfand to qualify for the final of the World Championships (we will analyse this game).

For an amateur player, the benefits of a system like the Grand Prix Attack against the Sicilian are numerous. To recap:

• The Grand Prix Attack offers great attacking possibilities, with many tactical themes, and promises a lively game where White will have every chance of having the initiative.

• The Grand Prix Attack is a perfectly sound system that is regularly used at the highest level (in other words, not a dubious gambit).

• A Sicilian player who has spent hours learning the main lines of his favourite variation (Dragon or Najdorf, for example) will always be less comfortable when faced with a secondary system.

• The Grand Prix Attack is possible against every variation of the Sicilian.

• The Grand Prix Attack is above all easy to learn. There are no long variations to memorize by heart and there is actually rather little theory. It is enough to know where to place the pieces, to understand the plans, the classical attacking motifs and typical combinations. In fact, everything that we are actually going to see in this chapter.

Let us turn indeed to the chess characteristics of the Grand Prix Attack. Besides the move f2-f4 (which can occur on the 2nd or 3rd move), another pawn move forms the cornerstone of the system. This is the move d2-d3. By playing it, White renounces de facto opening up the game with d2-d4 (at least in the immediate future), and leads the game to the family of Sicilians called ‘closed’ (all those where the black c5-pawn will not be exchanged against the d4-pawn).

If a picture is worth a thousand words, then a diagram will be worth more than a long variation. Let us therefore look at White’s classic pattern of development in the Grand Prix Attack:


[image: image]

(diagram 1)



You will notice the presence, already mentioned, of pawns on f4 and on d3, two knights on c3 and on f3 (on their natural squares), and the king which has castled kingside (it will very rarely castle queenside in the Grand Prix Attack).

The light-squared bishop is on c4, the most aggressive square, but we will see that this is far from being the only possibility. The c1-bishop is, on the other hand, still in its starting blocks for now, and it can sometimes stay there a moment, while waiting for the c1-h6 diagonal to open up after the move f4-f5. Often the e3-square is not appropriate for this bishop, especially when its partner is on c4. If Black manages to play …d7-d5 under the right conditions, he will win a piece:


[image: image]

(diagram 2)



After the retreat of the c4-bishop, the move …d5-d4 forks the c3-knight and the e3-bishop. A tactical trap to remember, which has already claimed many victims.

Regarding diagram 1, we have to say a word about the major pieces. The f1-rook, after kingside castling, is perfectly placed without having to move. It will often have an important mission to fulfil when the f-file is opened after the move f4-f5. The queen, as so often, will have the primary role. It may intervene in the field of action on the kingside via e1 and then h4 (one of the interests of the move f2-f4, which opened the e1-h4 diagonal, thus allowing the passage of the queen). It is she who bestows upon herself, most of the time, the task of delivering the coup de grace on the h7-square, or a neighbouring one.

Now let us detail the first four white moves, where the order must be respected as far as possible.

1.e4

Normal. This is the guideline of our repertoire. 68 of the 69 games in this book begin with this move.

2.♘c3

Greco, and later the English grandmasters who popularized the Grand Prix Attack, played f2-f4 on the 2nd move. This move is an important element of the white set-up, but I do not advise it on the 2nd move, since then you have to reckon with the black counter move 2…d5!, which would then take the game away from the paths of the Grand Prix Attack. No need, therefore, to complicate the task by learning additional variations: ♘c3 on the 2nd move has the merit of avoiding …d7-d5, and has no major drawback.

3.f4

One of the key moves of the Grand Prix Attack. White establishes a strong duo of central pawns (e4 + f4) and the f-pawn will have numerous uses.

4.♘f3

Knights before bishops! It is a general principle that must be applied here. White does not yet know which will be the best square for the f1-bishop, while the g1-knight has no other square than f3.

Here is the position obtained after the four initial development moves:


[image: image]

(diagram 3)



These four almost unchangeable moves will be the starting point for the positions that we will study.

Our study will be divided into 4 sections of unequal length, depending on the system adopted by Black.

I. Black develops his king’s bishop with a fianchetto


[image: image]

(diagram 4)



This is by far the most popular system and the most frequently played against the Grand Prix Attack. Therefore, we shall devote to it – by far! – the greater part of this chapter.

We will see that the f1-bishop will have the choice, depending on circumstances, between the c4-square (the most aggressive line) and the b5-square (the positional line).

II. Black develops his king’s bishop to e7 and adopts the structure known as the ‘little centre’ (…e7-e6 + …d7-d6)


[image: image]

(diagram 5)



In this system the f1-bishop can be developed on c4.

III. Black adopts a French structure (with …e7-e6 and …d7-d5)


[image: image]

(diagram 6)



The f1-bishop can obviously not be developed on c4, so it will come to b5, or even possibly, in some cases, to g2.

IV. Black plays an early …a7-a6 before the development of the f1-bishop (on the 2nd, 3rd or 4th move)


[image: image]

(diagram 7)



The f1-bishop cannot come to b5, or even to c4 (because of the …b7-b5 move that would occur automatically). As it has no other option, it will therefore be developed on g2. The game will then transpose into the so-called Closed Variation of the Sicilian where the move …a7-a6 is not necessarily useful.

This chapter on the Grand Prix Attack will be the longest in this book, but this seems justified to me insofar as the Sicilian will certainly be the opening you will have the most chance of meeting. It is therefore normal to devote the bulk of our effort to it. Keep in mind that, according to statistics, on average you should have one game in two that will be a Sicilian if you start with 1.e4.

I. Black develops his king’s bishop with a fianchetto

As has been mentioned in the introduction, this is the most common mode of development for Black when faced with the Grand Prix Attack, and more generally for all the closed Sicilians. In a certain sense, it is perfectly logical: in the absence of the …c5xd4 exchange, the c5-pawn obstructs the a3-f8 diagonal and the dark-squared bishop is promised a better future on the long diagonal.

Luckily (for White!), the fianchetto is also the system against which the Grand Prix Attack will be the most powerful.

In this section, we will again divide our study into three subsections, always depending on the system adopted by Black.

A. Black plays …♘f6 and …d7-d6 (Games 23 to 27)
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(diagram 8)



B. Black plays …d7-d6, …e7-e6 and …♘ge7 (Games 28 to 35)


[image: image]

(diagram 9)



C. Black does not play …d7-d6 and has the opportunity to strike back in the centre by …e7-e6 and …d7-d5 in one move (Games 36 to 43)


[image: image]

(diagram 10)



A. Black plays …♘f6 and …d7-d6

Faced with this very natural development, White’s plan will be childishly simple and the moves link together easily: ♕e1-h4, f4-f5, ♗h6 and ♘g5, to obtain the following piece arrangement:


[image: image]

(diagram 11)



This construction with the three white pieces (bishop h6, knight g5 and queen h4) absolutely must be remembered. This is the basic position of the Grand Prix Attack.

Let us note now that a white bishop on c4 will often play a critical role (by pinning the f7-pawn), but its presence is not essential, as we shall see later.

Once the basic construction has been reached, it only remains to eliminate the f6-knight and to exchange the fianchettoed bishop to mate on h7.

Various means will have to be considered to eliminate the f6-knight:

• The simple ♘(c3)-d5.

• If for some reason or other the c3-knight cannot leap to d5 (for example if there is a black pawn on e6), White may consider e5 (a clearance sacrifice!), followed by ♘(c3)-e4, still with the same idea of exchanging the f6-knight.

• Possible is also fxg6, followed by ♖xf6 (preceded or not by ♗xg7).

Pay attention to two things here:

1. Do not play ♘g5 before placing the bishop on h6, otherwise Black could play …h7-h6 and chase the knight away:

[image: image]

12…h6! and the white attack is repelled.

2. Do not exchange on g7 before having played ♘g5, otherwise Black could again play …h7-h6. An example from the game Hinzelin-Han Yee Yu (French Junior Championship 1998):

[image: image]

13…h6! and the white attack is repelled.

Let us now see how all this works out in practice…


Game 23

Guillaume Devaure1580

Tristan Nicolas1878

Saint-Lô jr 2006



This game was played at the International Junior tournament in Saint-Lô, in which the French team was participating. The Grand Prix Attack had been learned the same morning during a preparation session. Guillaume, a young child, had an excellent opportunity to implement it against an opponent with several years and, more importantly, 300 Elo points more.

1.e4 c5 2.♘c3 a6 3.♗c4

This was the first time that Guillaume played the Grand Prix Attack. He was therefore not yet aware of the move-order subtleties. 3.f4 is obviously the normal move.

3…b5 4.♗e2

The bishop went out a little early and must return home pronto. 4.♗b3 is not possible because of 4…c4.

4…♗b7 5.d3

The light-squared bishop is now confined to its camp. Too bad, but this is not very serious. As mentioned in the introduction, this is not a piece that is essential for the attack.

5…d6 6.f4 g6 7.♘f3 ♗g7 8.0-0 ♘f6 9.♕e1

The queen heads towards the theatre of operations.

9…0-0

One could criticize this move by arguing that Black castles cemetery side, but it is just as unthinkable to leave the king in the centre. Moreover, at this point Black had no idea of what was about to befall him.

10.♕h4 ♘bd7

[image: image]

11.f5!

The signal to attack, it will almost play itself.

11…b4 12.♘d1

If the knight had gone to d5 it would have immediately been eliminated by the b7-bishop.

12…a5

Black has no counterplay on the queenside, and, by the looks of it, he is unaware of the impending danger on the other wing.

13.♗h6 a4

Black heads straight into the wall, but it is very difficult to defend against the white attack that unfolds.

14.♘g5

[image: image]

The Grand Prix Attack in all its splendour! Note in particular the model arrangement of the bishop on h6, the knight on g5 and the queen on h4. Not to mention the f1-rook, ready to intervene as soon as the f-file opens.

14…♘e5?

Black precipitates his defeat by removing one of the protectors of the f6-knight. His position was already compromised in any case. To eliminate the two black knights that mutually defend themselves, White would have played ♘e3-g4, and he would then have sacrificed the exchange as in the game.

15.fxg6 hxg6?

15…fxg6? 16.♘e6+–.

15…♘xg6 was the only move, but after 16.♕h3 ♗c8 17.g4, White retains a strong attack.

[image: image]

16.♖xf6!

Naturally!

16…♗xf6 17.♗g7!!

1-0

[image: image]

The elegant tactical conclusion to remember when there is no longer an h7-pawn. We will meet it again.

17.♗xf8? would have been a big mistake. After 17…♔xf8, the white attack would have ground to a halt.

A wonderful and yet simple example of the Grand Prix Attack in action.


Game 24

Nicolas Brunner1720

Nicolas Berj

France 1998



1.e4 c5 2.♘c3 d6 3.f4 g6 4.♘f3 ♘c6 5.♗c4 ♗g7 6.0-0 ♘f6 7.d3 0-0 8.♕e1

[image: image]

The basic position of the Grand Prix Attack where Black has developed the knight on f6 and fianchettoed the dark-squared bishop. The black position is not easy to play, especially for an inexperienced player, and above all, against an opponent who masters the tactical themes of the Grand Prix Attack.

8…♘e8

A somewhat bizarre retreat, perhaps to free the f-pawn.

9.f5!

The thematic move of the Grand Prix Attack. Most of the time White should not hesitate to make this move, even when the pawn is insufficiently defended.

9…♔h8?

Black gets scared and tries to unpin his f-pawn, but the cure is worse than the disease.

Taking on f5 is often dubious, as will be seen in the following game. This was also the case here: 9…gxf5?! 10.♕h4!, with an easy attack and excellent compensation for the pawn (10.exf5? ♗xf5 would allow the black bishop to come and lend a helping hand to the defence of the kingside). Capturing on e4 is not possible: 10…fxe4? 11.♘g5 ♘f6 12.♖xf6!+–.

10.♕h4 ♘f6

The knight finally returns to its post, but Black has lost two tempi with this somewhat incomprehensible round-trip.

11.♗h6

The natural move, of course, but because of the unfortunate move 9…♔h8, White could win immediately thanks to an unusual twist: 11.fxg6 fxg6 12.♘g5! (with the classic threat 13.♖xf6!) 12…h6 13.♘f7+ ♖xf7 14.♗xf7+–.

It is almost fortunate, in the end, that White did not see this conclusion. The game would have lost a great deal of its interest.

11…♘d4

After several hesitant moves from Black, the game now enters a very interesting tactical phase.

12.♘g5!

[image: image]

Here is a major theme in the Grand Prix Attack: to defend the c2-pawn or not? White has perfectly calculated that it cannot be captured for now, and therefore he puts the model kingside piece arrangement into place.

12…e6

Taking the c2-pawn would lose: 12…♘xc2? 13.fxg6 and now:

A) 13…hxg6 14.♖xf6 ♗xf6 15.♗g7+!, as in the game Devaure-Nicolas! I told you that we were going to meet this theme again;

B) 13…♘xa1 14.♖xf6 ♗xf6 15.♗g7+! (again!) 15…♔xg7 16.♕xh7#;

C) 13…fxg6 14.♖xf6! ♖xf6 (14…♗xf6 15.♗g7+! – him again!) 15.♗xg7+ ♔xg7 16.♕xh7+ ♔f8 17.♕g8, and mate thanks to the c4-bishop, whose diagonal pierces the black position.

13.♖ac1?!

We do not (usually) care about the c2-pawn! White misses a superb tactical conclusion: 13.fxg6 fxg6 14.♗xg7+ ♔xg7 15.♖xf6!. This characteristic Grand Prix Attack move seems natural, but now it was necessary to see a little deeper because the diagonal of the c4-bishop is closed this time. We cannot therefore mate on g8 as in the preceding note.

There follows: 15…♖xf6 (15…♔xf6 16.♘xe6++–) 16.♕xh7+ ♔f8 17.♕h8+ ♔e7 18.♕g7+ ♔e8.

[image: image]

White had calculated so far and had estimated that he had no more than a perpetual check. This is why he had rejected the exchange sacrifice on f6. But there was a nice finish: 19.♘b5!! (the point that had eluded White! The devastating threat is 20.♘c7+) 19…♘xb5 (19…♗d7?? 20.♘xd6#) 20.♗xb5+ ♗d7 21.♗xd7+ ♕xd7 22.♕xf6+–.

13…♗d7

Prevents (perhaps without realizing it?!) the pretty combination from the previous note, as ♘b5 would no longer be possible at the end of the variation.

13…a6 also avoided ♘b5 at the end of the variation, but still did not solve all of Black’s problems: 14.fxg6 fxg6 15.♗xg7+ ♔xg7 16.♖xf6! (the same old song) 16…♖xf6 17.♕xh7+ ♔f8 18.e5!.

[image: image]

A clearance sacrifice to gain the e4-square for the white knights.

After 18…dxe5 19.♕h8+ ♔e7 20.♕g7+ ♔e8 21.♘ce4, White’s attack is too strong.

14.g4?!

A weakening which White could do without and which is not really in the spirit of the Grand Prix Attack. More natural was 14.fxg6 fxg6 15.♗xg7+ ♔xg7 16.♖xf6! (and again!) 16…♖xf6 17.♕xh7+ ♔f8 18.♕h8+ ♔e7 19.♕g7+ ♔e8 20.e5!! (once again this clearance sacrifice, already seen in the previous note) 20…dxe5 (20…♖f5 21.♕xg6+ ♔f8 22.♘h7+ ♔e7 23.♘d5+! exd5 24.exd6#) 21.♘ce4, with an attack on the f6-rook and a mate threat on d6.

14…b5 15.♗b3 b4 16.e5

Again, this clearance sacrifice to gain the e4-square.

16…dxe5 17.♘ce4

However, it is no longer as simple now, precisely because of the weakness caused by the move g2-g4.

17…♘e2+ 18.♔h1 ♗c6

[image: image]

The knight on e4, which was to give the coup de grace by eliminating the f6-knight defending h7, is pinned (because of the move g2-g4) and in danger of being eliminated.

19.♖ce1?

19.fxg6! won in a very typical way due to the weakness of the e6-pawn: 19…hxg6 20.♖xf6! ♗xf6 21.♗g7+!. An old acquaintance.

19…♘f4?

19…♗xh6! probably allowed Black to hold: 20.♕xh6 ♘f4. The f-file is closed (so no more ♖xf6), and the e4-knight is pinned and will be removed by the c6-bishop if necessary.

20.♗xg7+ ♔xg7 21.fxe6 fxe6 22.♖xf4!

The future IM, 13 at the time of the game, does not miss this new tactical opportunity.

22…♔h8

22…exf4 23.♘xe6++–.

23.♖xf6!

Finally! A worthy and logical conclusion… the honour (of the Grand Prix Attack!) is safe: the f6-knight is eliminated to mate on h7.

Black resigned.


Game 25

Marwan Brion1601

Hugo Apap1792

France 2013 (3)



1.e4 c5 2.♘c3 d6 3.f4 ♘c6 4.♘f3 ♘f6 5.♗c4 g6 6.d3 ♗g7 7.0-0 0-0 8.♕e1 a6 9.f5 gxf5?

[image: image]

As we saw in the notes to the previous game, this move leads to a weakening of the kingside with often far-reaching consequences.

10.♕h4!

Once again, 10.exf5? would allow the c8-bishop to come and defend the kingside.

10…fxe4 11.dxe4

The correct recapture. A pawn is required on e4 to prevent, in particular, the move …♗f5, and above all to control the d5-square.

11.♘g5, with the immediate threat 12.♖xf6, can also be considered.

11…b5

[image: image]

Here Marwan modestly retreated his bishop to e2 and the game ended several moves later with a white perpetual check.

A pity! Let us look at what might have happened instead had White played more forcefully.

12.♗h6!

We can afford to leave the bishop hanging. The attack is already decisive.

12…bxc4 13.♘g5

[image: image]

Another Grand Prix Attack in all its glory! With the added bonus that the f-file is already open. The immediate threat is to exchange bishops, to sacrifice the exchange on f6 and then give mate on h7.

13…♗h8

Black could hope to hold on if he could keep his bishop, even at the cost of an exchange.

14.♗g7!!

[image: image]

Exchanging bishops at any price!

14…♗xg7 15.♖xf6!

The great classic.

15…h6

15…♗xf6 16.♕xh7#.

16.♖xh6! ♖e8

Taking the bishop led to an unstoppable mate.

[image: image]

17.♖h8+!!

1-0

The grand finale of the magnificent firework display carried out by the white rook. Note its zigzag route ♖f1-f6-h6-h8, in each case sacrificing itself.

After 17…♗xh8 18.♕h7+ ♔f8, White has two options to give mate: on h8 or on f7.


Game 26

Vincent Moret2190

Herisoa Andriamiakatra

Guyane 2008



1.e4 c5 2.♘c3 d6 3.f4 g6 4.♘f3 ♘c6 5.♗c4 ♗g7 6.0-0 ♘f6 7.d3 0-0 8.♕e1 ♗g4?!

[image: image]

A dubious development of the bishop. Certainly, the intention is to eliminate the dangerous f3-knight, but after this exchange an even more dangerous rook will replace it. Better is 8…♘d4, as we will see in the next game.

9.♕h4 ♗xf3

The bishop has little choice but to exchange. It came here for that in any case. If Black does not exchange, then White continues his attack in a very conventional manner.

10.♖xf3

There we are. At Black’s invitation the rook is about to participate in the attack on the h-file. In the game Hoffer-Perrot, played at the Saint-Lô International Junior tournament in 2004, my student retreated the rook to f2 next go to defend the c2-pawn. We thoroughly analysed this game, and that served me well!

10…♘d4

[image: image]

11.♖h3!

Eh, yes! As in the Brunner-Berj game, and as might be expected, we do not care about the c2-pawn.

11…♘xc2

[image: image]

12.f5!!

We do not care about the rook either. I must admit that I would never have dared to make this move without thorough home analysis.

12…♘xa1 13.fxg6 hxg6 14.♘d5

Eliminating the f6-knight!

14…♖e8 15.♘xf6+ exf6

15…♗xf6? 16.♕h7+ ♔f8 17.♕xf7#.

16.♕h7+ ♔f8 17.♗h6

With my student we stopped the home analysis here, estimating that Black had no defence.

17…♕d7

To protect the f7-pawn and hope to escape via d8.

A) 17…♗xh6?? 18.♕xf7#;

B) 17…♘c2?? 18.♕xg7+ ♔e7 19.♕xf7#;

C) 17…♔e7 18.♕xg7 ♖f8 19.♖f3+–.

18.♗xg7+ ♔e7

[image: image]

19.♗xf6+!

This was the first move of the game that I actually had to find at the board.

19…♔xf6 20.♖f3+ ♔g5 21.h4+ ♔g4 22.♗xf7

Threatening to take on g6 and mate in two moves.

22…♖g8

22…♖e5 23.♕xg6+ ♔xh4 24.♕g3#.

23.♕h6

Black resigned.

The g5-square can no longer be defended.


Game 27

Mathilde Congiu2072

Monika Seps2116

Steinbrunn 2005 (3)



1.e4 c5 2.♘c3 d6 3.f4 g6 4.♘f3 ♗g7 5.♗c4 ♘c6 6.d3 ♘f6 7.0-0 0-0 8.♕e1 ♘d4

[image: image]

First question (which we already know): should we leave the c2-pawn hanging?

9.♕h4!?

The exchange on d4 is less risky than the text move, but it greatly reduces White’s attacking potential: 9.♘xd4 cxd4 10.♘d5 ♘xd5 11.♗xd5 e6 12.♗b3=.

9…♘xc2

Second question (to which we can also guess the answer): should we also abandon the a1-rook now?

[image: image]

10.♖b1!?

The multiple female French Junior champion chooses the wisest path. In a 2010 book on the Sicilian treated from Black’s perspective, the grandmaster Lubomir Ftacnik did not consider the text move, but only the rook sacrifice, which he considers incorrect.

10.f5?! does indeed offer undeniable practical chances, but still seems insufficient against the best defensive moves: 10…♘xa1 11.♗h6 b5! (to deflect the bishop from the important a2-g8 diagonal, or the knight from the d5-square) 12.♘xb5 d5! (still with the same idea of closing this diagonal) 13.♗xd5 ♘xd5 14.♘g5 (the last cartridge) 14…♘f6 15.fxg6 fxg6 16.♗xg7 ♔xg7 17.♖xf6 ♔xf6! (17…♖xf6?? 18.♕xh7+ ♔f8 19.♕h8#).

[image: image]

Following the recapture by the king, White is in a cul-de-sac, as he no longer has the rook to intervene on the f-file, and the discovered check gives nothing.

10…♘d4 11.f5!

Without having to invest a whole rook, but just a pawn, White will have the usual attacking possibilities.

11…gxf5

A capture that is always very risky, as we already know, but Black did not have many other options available.

11…a6, for example, gave White a decisive attack after 12.fxg6 hxg6 13.♘g5, and Black can no longer parry the exchange sacrifice on f6.

12.♗g5?!

12.♗h6!, with the threat 13.♘g5, was more in the spirit of the Grand Prix Attack:

[image: image]

A) 12…♔h8? 13.♘g5 e6 14.exf5 ♘xf5 15.♖xf5! exf5 16.♘d5

[image: image]

… and Black is defenceless against the now standard threat of exchanging on g7, then on f6, and finally mating on h7. For example: 16…♗e6 17.♗xg7+ ♔xg7 18.♘xf6 h6 19.♘gh7!+–;

B) 12…♗xh6 13.♕xh6 and White has attacking possibilities in exchange for the two sacrificed pawns, even if the position is far from clear.

12…♗e6 13.♗d5? ♕d7 14.b4 ♗xd5 15.exd5 ♘g4 16.♘d1? ♖ae8 17.h3 ♘e5 18.♘e3 ♘g6 19.♕h5 f4 20.♕g4 f5

The white queen has no square.

21.♘xf5 ♕xf5 22.bxc5 ♕xd5 23.♘h4 ♘xh4 24.♕xh4 f3 25.♗xe7 ♘f5

0-1

B. Black plays …d7-d6, …e7-e6 and …♘ge7

By playing …e7-e6 and …♘ge7, Black reinforces control of the f5-square, stops a white knight going to d5 and plans to play …d7-d5 himself.

White’s plan remains more or less the same as in the previous section: ♕e1-h4, f4-f5, ♗h6, ♘g5 and an attack on h7! The main difference is the absence of the f6-knight. As a result, there is no defender of h7 to eliminate!

Two young female players from the French team played the following two games during the same round of a World Junior Championship. The two young girls had prepared together the morning before the round. Looking for an easy-to-learn system against the Sicilian, we opted, of course, for the Grand Prix Attack.


Game 28

Sophie Aflalo

Milica Milosavljevic

Halkidiki WCh U10 (girls) 2003



1.e4 c5 2.♘c3 ♘c6 3.f4 d6 4.♘f3 g6 5.♗c4 ♗g7 6.d3 e6 7.0-0 ♘ge7 8.♕e1!

[image: image]

A move that fits into White’s system, but whose timing is very important here: it prevents Black’s move …d6-d5 due to the pin on the e-file!

8…0-0

8…d5? 9.exd5 exd5 10.♘xd5.

9.♕h4

We shall see in Game 33 why it is more accurate to play 9.f5! straight away.

9…b6?

It is not so simple for a 10-year-old girl to react to White’s attacking plan on the kingside. It was necessary to strike back in the centre by 9…d5!, thus benefiting from White’s inaccuracy on the previous move.

10.f5! exf5?

[image: image]

This move only weakens the black position even more.

11.♗h6!

The white attack now plays itself, and can probably no longer be stopped. As we already know, it is very important to have a pawn on e4, therefore we never take back on f5. After 11.exf5? ♘xf5, the white attack will be repelled.

11…fxe4

11…♗e6 12.♘g5! with a mating attack which we will describe in detail in the game Iglesias-Maatoug.

12.dxe4

Once again, it is important to have a pawn on e4, in particular to prevent the defensive move …♘f5.

12…♘e5

12…♘f5 was the last chance to try to further muddy the waters, but it was nevertheless insufficient: 13.exf5 ♕xh4 14.♘xh4 ♗xh6 15.♗d5 ♗d7 16.fxg6 hxg6 17.♘xg6+–.

13.♘g5!

[image: image]

We do not worry about the c4-bishop. White threatens to exchange on g7, and then to mate on h7. A theme we will see very often in this type of attack, where there is no knight on f6 to eliminate.

13…♗g4

A desperate attempt to close the h-file, which, however, has the not insignificant drawback of costing a lot of material. There was no defence in any case. 13…♘xc4? was obviously not possible because of 14.♗xg7 h5 15.♗xf8 ♕xf8 16.♖xf7+–.

14.♗xg7 ♗h5 15.♗xf8 ♘xc4 16.♗xe7

This bishop has single-handedly taken no less than a bishop, a rook and a knight over the last three moves… difficult to ask for more.

16…♕xe7 17.♖xf7 ♕d8 18.♖af1 ♘xb2 19.♖f8+ ♕xf8 20.♖xf8+ ♖xf8 21.g4

1-0


Game 29

Marion Muller1530

Tan Zhongyi2333

Halkidiki Wch U12 (girls) 2003 (2)



1.e4 c5 2.♘c3 d6 3.f4 ♘c6 4.♘f3 g6 5.♗c4 ♗g7 6.0-0 e6 7.d3 ♘ge7 8.♕e1 0-0

[image: image]

This is an identical position to the game Aflalo-Milosavljevic from the same round of these World Championships. Here the opponent is not in the same calibre, however, since it is none other than the reigning World Champion.

9.f5!

Marion plays the most accurate move.

9…exf5?!

This move, very frequently played by players with little experience of the opening, gives White a very strong initiative. Long considered a mistake, it has recently been rehabilitated by the GM Evgeny Sveshnikov, who considered it playable in his book The Grand Prix Attack, published with New In Chess in 2013.

The other capture (9…gxf5) has been played by the super GM Karjakin (but in blitz!). White has good attacking possibilities for the pawn, and he should not worry too much about playing it against a player of less than 2700 Elo. As proof, the victory of the multiple French Female Champion Sophie Milliet against the Rumanian Calotescu (2334) at the 2003 European Championship.

Either way, it remains preferable to counterattack in the centre by 9…d5, as we shall see later.

10.♕h4 ♕e8?

A move that may seem surprising at first glance, but Black visibly feared the ♗g5 pin. Quite rightly, as we shall see in the following games. According to Sveshnikov it is essential to play the move 10…h5 in this position, which remains, in his view, double-edged.

11.♗h6 ♘d4 12.♘g5!

[image: image]

White already has a decisive advantage. It is all the same quite incredible that Black finds herself in such a position after only 12 moves, when she is a triple World Champion and the top seed in the tournament, and all the more so against an opponent more than 800 Elo points weaker!

12…♗f6

The only move that does not lose immediately.

12…♘xc2? 13.♗xg7 ♔xg7 14.♕xh7+ ♔f6 15.e5+!.

[image: image]

White has a mating attack that we will analyse in the game Iglesias-Maatoug.

13.♗xf8

White understandably pockets the exchange. But after the stronger 13.g4!, she would have maintained a decisive attack, while reserving the option to take the rook later on.

13…♗xg5 14.♕xg5 ♕xf8

The game is now entering a second phase. Black has offered herself a little respite by giving the exchange. White is obviously still winning, but the exchange more is, however, compensated… by the 800 Elo point difference.

15.♖f2

15.exf5! ♘exf5 16.g4 ♘h6 (forced, to defend f7) 17.♘d5, and White, in addition to the exchange, has very strong threats.

15…♔g7 16.♖af1 ♗e6 17.♗xe6?!

17.exf5!, followed by g2-g4, was again very strong. 17…♗xc4 is not possible because of 18.f6+.

17…♘xe6 18.♕g3 f4 19.♕f3 ♘c6 20.♘e2 ♘e5 21.♕h3 g5 22.♕f5 h5 23.♘c3?!

23.h4! ♘g4 24.hxg5! ♘xf2 25.♕f6+ ♔g8 26.♖xf2 ♕g7 27.♘xf4 ♕xf6 28.gxf6 ♘xf4 29.♖xf4, and White cannot lose this endgame, even against an opponent with 800 Elo points more.

23…♘g4 24.♖f3 ♕e7 25.♘d5?!

It was better to leave this square empty for an eventual retreat of the queen.

25…♕d8 26.c3 ♘h6

There you go… the trap closes.

[image: image]

27.♕f6+??

She should at least have tried her luck with 27.♕h3 g4 28.♕xh5 gxf3 29.♖xf3 ♕g5, even if the tide has already turned.

27…♕xf6 28.♘xf6 ♔xf6 29.♖d1 ♘g4 30.d4 cxd4 31.cxd4 ♘e3 32.♖d3 ♘c2 33.e5+ dxe5 34.dxe5+ ♔xe5 35.♖d7 ♘e3 36.♖xf7 ♖d8 37.h3 ♖d1+ 38.♔f2 ♖f1+ 39.♔e2 ♘d4+

White resigned.


Game 30

Vincent Moret

Claude Wirtz

Thionville 1998



1.e4 c5 2.♘c3 d6 3.f4

My very first Grand Prix Attack, played a few days after that of my student Nicolas Brunner (Game 24). I had been convinced by the analysis that we had done on it so I decided to try it myself.

3…g6 4.♘f3 ♗g7 5.♗c4 e6 6.0-0 ♘c6 7.d3 ♘ge7 8.♕e1 0-0 9.f5 exf5 10.♕h4 ♘d4

[image: image]

11.♗h6?!

I did not yet know all the intricacies of the Grand Prix Attack and I was unaware that it would have been better to play 11.♗g5 in this position. This is an unusual continuation, but it is the winning move as soon as the c6-knight deserts the protection of its colleague on e7. We will see all this in the next game.

11…♗e6?

It was preferable to put the knight on this square in order to prevent White’s next move.

12.♘g5 ♗xc4?|

The only move was 12…♗f6, as in the previous game.

[image: image]

13.dxc4?

I fail to take advantage of my opponent’s mistake. It was necessary to leave the bishop, as one might have easily guessed: 13.♗xg7! ♔xg7 14.♕xh7+ ♔f6 (a classic attacking position that we will run into again) 15.exf5 and White has a decisive attack. For example, 15…♗d5 16.♘xf7 ♖xf7 17.♘xd5+ ♘xd5 18.fxg6++–.

13…f6!

[image: image]

A move that has become possible since the f-pawn is not pinned. It has the same objective as the move …♗f6 that we have already seen on two occasions: to eliminate the dangerous knight.

14.♗xg7 fxg5 15.♕h6

[image: image]

The white position appears very threatening, with the white bishop having taken the place of its fianchettoed counterpart, but there is nothing at all. The white attack has petered out.

15…♖f7 16.♗xd4

The white bishop is delighted to be able to exchange itself for the d4-knight and escape. Otherwise, it would be lost.

16…cxd4 17.♘d5 ♘xd5 18.cxd5 ♕e7

White obviously has insufficient compensation.

19.♖ae1 ♖af8 20.exf5

[image: image]

20…♕f6?

20…♖xf5!![image: images]. White cannot take the queen because of the threat of mate on f1, so Black will stay a pawn ahead.

21.♖e6 ♕g7 22.♕xg5

White is feeling better.

22…♖xf5 23.♖xf5 ♖xf5 24.♖e8+ ♖f8 25.♖e7 ♖f7 26.♖e8+ ♖f8 27.♕d8 ♕f7 28.♖xf8+ ♕xf8 29.♕xf8+ ♔xf8 30.♔f2 ♔e7 31.♔f3 ♔f6 32.♔e4 b5 33.♔xd4 g5 34.♔e4 h5 35.c3 a6 36.b3 ♔g6 37.g3 ♔f6 38.h3 ♔g6 39.g4 hxg4 40.hxg4 ♔f6 41.c4 bxc4 42.bxc4

1-0

White wins easily by playing ♔d4 and c4-c5.


Game 31

Salome Neuhauser

Diana Bacio

Urgup Ech U10 girls 2004 (1)



1.e4 c5 2.♘c3 e6 3.f4 ♘c6 4.♘f3 d6 5.♗c4 g6 6.0-0 ♗g7 7.d3 ♘ge7 8.♕e1 0-0 9.f5! exf5 10.♕h4 ♘e5 11.♗g5!

The winning move, as we now know. The pressure on the pinned e7-knight is too strong.

[image: image]

11…♖e8 12.♘d5 ♘xf3+

Abandoning the e7-knight to its sad fate, but the step backwards to c6 did not save Black: 12…♘5c6 13.♘f6+ ♗xf6 14.♗xf6 and now:

A) 14…fxe4

[image: image]

15.♗xf7+! ♔xf7 16.♘g5+ ♔g8 17.♕xh7+ ♔f8 18.♕f7#;

B) 14…h5 15.♕g5 (to penetrate to h6) ♔h7 16.♗xf7+–, Milliet-Doncheva, Varna Ech-W 2002, and lots of other games (24 in Megabase 2014, of which 22 were understandably won by White).

13.♖xf3 ♔f8 14.♘f6

14.♕xh7! followed by 15.♗h6 would have shortened the game, and therefore Black’s suffering.

14…h5 15.♘xe8 ♕xe8 16.♖e1 ♗d4+ 17.♔h1 ♕d7 18.♗xe7+ ♕xe7 19.♕xe7+ ♔xe7 20.exf5+ ♗e5 21.fxg6 fxg6 22.c3 ♔d8 23.♖f8+ ♔c7 24.♖ef1 b6? 25.♗d5

Black resigned. On 25…♖b8 he will lose at least one more piece after 26.♖1f7+.


Game 32

Iannis Iglesias2050

Redwan Maatoug2030

Pau tt-jr 2000



1.e4 c5 2.♘c3 d6 3.f4 e6 4.♗c4 g6 5.♘f3 ♗g7 6.0-0 ♘e7 7.♕e1 0-0 8.d3 ♘bc6 9.f5 exf5 10.♕h4 ♕c7?

A weak move, but once again the black position is not easy to play, even for a player with a 2000 Elo.

11.♗h6

[image: image]

There is obviously no reason to play 11.♗g5 here. The white attack, in its usual form, is already decisive.

11…♘e5 12.♘g5 ♘xc4

Black did not have the time to play 12…f6 because of the pin on the f-pawn. It was therefore necessary to give up the exchange by 12…♗f6.

13.♗xg7 ♔xg7 14.♕xh7+ ♔f6

[image: image]

15.e5+!

A thematic position for this variation. Here White can consider three alternatives to conclude his attack: taking on f5 followed by ♘ce4; ♕h6 to protect the g5-knight before threatening e4-e5+ (or ♘h7+); or finally e4-e5+ immediately. It turns out that all three work here.

15.e5+ is nevertheless the most precise and mates by force. However, it is important not to make a mistake with the calculation.

15…♔xg5

15…♘xe5 and 15…dxe5 were both punished in the same way: White delivers mate with 16.♘ce4.

16.h4+ ♔g4

[image: image]

17.♕h6!

The move that he must have foreseen when playing 15.e5!; mate is unstoppable.

17…f6 18.♖f4+ ♔g3 19.♘e2#

Black is no less than a former French Junior Champion. One month earlier, in a club match, Iannis had played almost exactly the same game, the only difference being that Black had preferred 10…♗d7 to 10…♕c7. Apart from that the words and music were completely identical right up until the mate.


Game 33

Theo Ciccoli

Adriana Timkova

Slovakia 2012



1.e4 c5 2.♘c3 d6 3.f4 ♘c6 4.♘f3 g6 5.♗c4 e6 6.0-0 ♘ge7 7.d3 ♗g7 8.♕e1 0-0 9.f5 d5!?

[image: image]

The correct central reaction.

10.♗b3 d4?

It was necessary to play 10…c4! 11.dxc4 dxe4 12.f6! (the same idea as in the game) 12…♗xf6 13.♘xe4 ♗g7 14.♗g5, with similar compensation, except that the c4-bishop’s diagonal is closed, and that detail is important.

[image: image]

11.f6!

Here is the reason for playing f4-f5 on the 9th move, rather than ♕h4.

11…♗xf6 12.e5!

These two white pawn moves are intended to provide the e4-square for the c3-knight.

12…♗g7 13.♘e4 ♘xe5 14.♘xe5 ♗xe5 15.♗g5

[image: image]

White has excellent compensation for the two sacrificed pawns thanks to the f-file and the weakened dark squares, in particular f6.

15…♕c7

15…f5 16.♘xc5 ♗f6 17.♗h6 ♖e8 18.♘xe6+–.

16.♘f6+ ♔g7

Black did not see the following combination, but other lines were scarcely more gratifying:

A) 16…♔h8 17.♕h4 h5 18.♘xh5 gxh5 19.♗xe7+–;

B) 16…♗xf6 17.♗xf6 ♘f5 (17…♘d5 18.♗xd5 exd5 19.♕d2, and 20.♕h6 can no longer be parried; but 17…h5! looks unclear) 18.g4 ♘e3 19.♕h4, and once again the attack on the dark squares decides.

[image: image]

17.♗h6+! ♔xh6 18.♕h4+ ♔g7 19.♕xh7#

So far, we have mostly seen young players in action. This is a guideline for the book, anyway: to study amateurs’ games, with their characteristic faults, rather than those of grandmasters, admittedly often free of major mistakes but sometimes a little difficult to grasp for the layman.

It is nonetheless always instructive to take a look at the great champions, of course, to see how they treat the opening being investigated.

The Grand Prix Attack is unquestionably much more popular with youngsters and amateurs, due to its very aggressive nature, than with grandmasters who will be more willing – and above all more able – to stay afloat in the quagmire of Open Sicilian main lines (with d4). Nevertheless, it sometimes makes notable appearances at the very highest levels.

In the following two games, we will see Boris Gelfand, a former vice-World Champion, facing the Grand Prix Attack. This provides the occasion to realize that, even for one of the very best players in the world, it is not so easy. Admittedly, he had facing him Nigel Short, World Championship finalist against Kasparov in 1993, and former World Champion Viswanathan Anand.


Game 34

Nigel Short2660

Boris Gelfand2665

Brussels 1991 (3)



1.e4 c5 2.♘c3 d6 3.f4 ♘c6 4.♘f3 g6 5.♗c4

This comes as no surprise from Nigel Short, who is one of the English GMs that popularized the Grand Prix Attack. He has played it very frequently, even at the highest level.

5…♗g7 6.0-0 e6 7.d3 ♘ge7 8.♕e1 ♘d4

[image: image]

A logical continuation, which attacks the c2-pawn and forces the exchange of the f3-knight, which is an important piece for the white attack.

9.♘xd4 cxd4 10.♘e2 0-0

10…d5 is premature because of 11.♗b5+! ♗d7 12.♗xd7+ ♕xd7 13.e5 ♘c6 14.b4!. The d4-pawn is very weak and will be attacked after ♗b2.

11.♗b3

The bishop retreats in order to answer 11…d5 with 12.e5.

11…♘c6 12.♗d2 d5 13.e5

Black is now safe from the f4-f5 move, but problems of another nature have emerged: the dark squares around the king can become weak, as can the d4-pawn.

13…f6 14.exf6 ♗xf6

[image: image]

15.♔h1!

This is the start of a subtle plan. White wants to redeploy his knight to f3 to control the e5-square, while continuing to put pressure on the d4-pawn.

15…a5 16.a4 ♕d6 17.♘g1! ♗d7 18.♘f3 ♘b4 19.♕f2

Played both to attack the weakness on d4 and to pre-emptively defend the c2-pawn.

19…♕c5 20.♗c3!

A nice tactical point that attacks the d4-pawn a third time and which therefore forces the b4-knight to retreat.

20…♘c6

Obviously, the d4-pawn was pinned because of the unprotected position of the black queen, and therefore it could not take the c3-bishop.

21.♖ae1 b6 22.♗d2 ♘b4

Now that the queen is protected, the knight returns, but White has gained the move ♖ae1 in the process. Instead, Black should have been thinking of defence by playing 22…♖ae8.

23.♕g3 b5?

Too optimistic. Now it was absolutely necessary to play 23…♖ae8. 23…♘xc2?, however, was not possible because of 24.♖c1.

[image: image]

24.f5!!

The thematic Grand Prix Attack move, although here it occurs at an unusual moment, and above all under different conditions. The main idea is to undermine the protection of the d5-pawn and thus bring the b3-bishop back to life.

24…exf5 25.♘e5!

The point of White’s pawn sacrifice; the knight obtains a dominant central position, and cannot be exchanged.

25…♗e8

25…♗xe5? 26.♕xe5 ♖ae8 27.♗xb4 axb4 28.♗xd5+. The light-squared bishop returns to the game in a decisive manner.

26.axb5

A small finesse before capturing on f5. White avoids the capture on a4, and threatens 27.c3, which wins the knight.

26…♕xb5 27.♖xf5 ♔h8

[image: image]

28.♖xf6!

This time it is not a knight that the rook eliminates, but the bishop that defends the dark squares.

28…♖xf6 29.♘g4 ♖f5

29…♖f8 30.♕e5+ ♔g8 31.♘h6#.

30.♘h6! ♖h5

If the rook leaves the 5th rank, it’s mate after 31.♕e5.

31.♕f4!

Black resigned. He can no longer defend the dark squares around his king. f8, f6 and d4 are all in the white queen’s sights.


Game 35

Viswanathan Anand2725

Boris Gelfand2700

Wijk aan Zee 1996 (7)



1.e4 c5 2.♘c3 d6

Anand is not an unbridled fan of the Grand Prix Attack like Nigel Short, but the Indian World Champion’s move order conceals a subtlety on which it is interesting to pause for a moment.

Boris Gelfand is a leading expert on the Najdorf Variation of the Sicilian, which he plays almost exclusively when he opens with 1…c5. In the Najdorf main lines, Black rarely develops his knight to c6, but rather to d7. As we have already mentioned (and which will be seen in more detail in the next game), the black move 2…d6 is not the most precise against the Grand Prix Attack. Better is 2…♘c6, in order to leave the d-pawn in its starting blocks and to eventually play …d7-d5 in one move, thus saving a tempo compared to Game 33.

However, if Gelfand had replied 2…♘c6, Anand probably planned to continue with 3.♘f3 and to branch off into another Open Sicilian (after 4.d4). Then the Israeli would not have been able to play his favourite Najdorf any more since his knight was already on c6.

As a result, Gelfand preferred to face a Grand Prix Attack with the move …d7-d6, rather than an Open Sicilian other than the Najdorf. A risky choice.

3.f4 g6 4.♘f3 ♗g7 5.♗c4 ♘c6 6.d3 e6 7.0-0 ♘ge7 8.♕e1 h6

After his defeat against Short, Gelfand tries an alternative to 8…♘d4. The idea of the text move is to defer kingside castling in order to see White’s intentions.

[image: image]

9.♗b3

A precautionary retreat to avoid the bishop being attacked after an eventual …d7-d5, as in the previous game.

9…a6

A game of cat and mouse. Black plays another waiting move, which could allow him to be active on the queenside with …b7-b5 later in the game.

Due to the move …h7-h6, castling kingside would be even more risky than in the usual continuations seen previously: 9…0-0? 10.f5! and ♕h4 attacks the h6-pawn straight away.

10.e5!

[image: image]

A pawn sacrifice designed to exploit the weakened dark squares on the kingside.

10…♘f5

10…dxe5 11.fxe5 ♘xe5 12.♘xe5 ♕d4+ 13.♔h1 ♕xe5 14.♘e4, and the threat 15.♗f4 gives White too much play for the pawn. An example: 14…0-0?! (14…♕c7 15.♗f4 e5 16.♗xf7+!+–) 15.♗xh6! ♗xh6 16.♘f6++–.

11.♔h1!

A prophylactic move to avoid any checks on the a7-g1 diagonal.

11…♘fd4 12.♘e4

To increase the pressure on the dark squares f6, d6, and c5.

12…♘xf3 13.♖xf3

13.♘xd6+? ♕xd6–+.

13…dxe5 14.fxe5 ♘xe5 15.♖f1 g5

Castling was not possible owing to the weakness caused by the move 8…h6: 15…0-0? 16.♗xh6! ♗xh6 17.♘f6+ ♔g7 18.♕xe5 ♕d4 19.♕g3! ♕xb2 20.♖ae1, followed by ♖e4 and ♖h4 with a very strong attack.

16.♕g3 0-0

After 16…b6 17.♗f4! ♕c7 18.♖ae1 White is clearly better.

[image: image]

17.♗xg5

A sacrifice that was in the air and that you could see coming.

17.♘xc5 restored the material balance and gave an approximately equal position.

17…hxg5 18.♘xg5 ♘g6

Forced, because of the threats 19.♕h4 or 19.♕h3.

19.♖ae1!

Mobilizing the final piece.

19.♕g4? would be hasty due to 19…♕d4 20.♕h5 ♕h4–+.

19…♕e7

In his comments, Anand devoted lengthy analysis to the moves 19…♗f6 and 19…♗xb2. Obviously there is no question of reproducing it here, all the more so since this is not essential for the assessment of the opening.

20.♖f5!

In order to protect the knight before playing ♕h3.

20…♗f6

20…♗h6 gives, according to Anand, a decisive white attack after 21.h4!.

[image: image]

21.♘xe6! fxe6?

The decisive mistake.

21…♖e8! left Black good chances to escape.

22.♖xe6!

The most accurate.

22.♗xe6+? ♗xe6 23.♖xe6 ♕g7 and 22.♕xg6+? ♕g7 gives White nothing.

22…♔g7

22…♗xe6 23.♕xg6+ ♕g7 (23…♗g7 24.♗xe6+) 24.♗xe6+ ♔h8 25.♖h5+, and it’s mate!

23.♖xe7+ ♗xe7 24.♖xf8 ♗xf8 25.h4!

1-0

C. Black does not play …d7-d6

We saw in the previous section that playing …d7-d6 and then …d6-d5 a few moves later was a waste of time for Black.

Now we will see what happens when he bypasses the move …d7-d6 and plays …d7-d5 in one go. Let us be perfectly frank: things can go wrong for White, as demonstrated by the following game.


Game 36

Lea Bismuth1780

Caroline Cochet2057

Reims ch-FRA U16 2004 (9)



1.e4 c5 2.♘c3 ♘c6 3.f4 g6 4.♘f3 ♗g7 5.♗c4 e6!

[image: image]

The right move order when White develops the bishop to c4. Black saves the move …d7-d6 in order to play …d7-d5 in one go.

6.d3 ♘ge7 7.0-0 0-0 8.♕e1

[image: image]

8…d5!

Black has an extra tempo compared to positions from the previous games. She has not played …d7-d6 and can therefore advance the d-pawn two squares in one go, before White is able to launch her kingside attack.

9.♗b3 ♘a5 10.f5

The classic attack will give nothing, as Black has already counter-attacked in the centre and is able to exchange the light-squared bishop.

10.♕h4 is no better. After 10…♘xb3 11.axb3 ♘c6, the white queen must either be exchanged or retreat. In both cases, the white attack is repelled.

10…♘xb3 11.axb3 exf5 12.♕h4 dxe4 13.dxe4 ♘c6 14.♗g5 f6 15.♗h6 ♗xh6 16.♕xh6 fxe4 17.♘xe4 ♗f5[image: images]

[image: image]

White has no attack for the sacrificed pawn. 0-1 on the 35th move.

We must face the facts: the development of the bishop to c4 is no longer entirely satisfactory – and as a result less advisable – when Black reacts in the centre by …d7-d5 in one go.

Consequently, White must change his strategy. Thankfully, there exists an appealing alternative.

1.e4 c5 2.♘c3 ♘c6 3.f4 g6 4.♘f3 ♗g7 5.♗b5!

A very interesting alternative to ♗c4 when Black has not played …d7-d6 and seems to want to adopt the construction with …g7-g6, …♗g7, …e7-e6 and a quick …d7-d5.


[image: image]

(diagram 11)



White accepts the fact that his light-squared bishop cannot effectively stay on the a2-g8 diagonal if Black reacts correctly in the centre. By developing the bishop to b5, the subtle idea is to combine the traditional plan of attack on the kingside with a positional theme: the exchange on c6 in order to create doubled c-pawns. Black would be well advised to avoid this exchange. If he accepts the doubled pawns and recaptures with the b-pawn, three pawn structures can arise. They will all three be favourable to White, who will then have easy plans to take advantage of them.

Structure n°1


[image: image]

(diagram 12)



Black has played …d7-d5, perhaps thinking of undoubling his pawns. This will not be the case. White will push e4-e5 and then focus all his forces on attacking the c5-pawn, which will be very weak.

Structure n°2


[image: image]

(diagram 13)



This time, Black has played more modestly …e7-e6 and …d7-d6, to support his c5-pawn. Nevertheless, White will undermine the protection of the c5-pawn by playing e4-e5 (prepared for the most part by ♕e1). Two possibilities afterwards:

1. Black plays …d6-d5, and we exactly return to the previous structure.

2. Black accepts an exchange of the pawns e5 and d6. In this case, the c5-pawn is again very weak.

Structure n°3


[image: image]

(diagram 14)



Black has not played …e7-e6, and he leaves his pawn on d6 to provide the best protection of the c5-pawn. However, with such a structure the g8-knight cannot develop to e7 and will have to settle for the f6-square. White will then return to his first love: the traditional attack on the kingside, based on f4-f5 and ♕e1-h4. The absence of light-squared bishops, as we know, is not critical.


Game 37

Natacha Benmesbah

Martina Velec

Heraklio Wch U14 (girls) 2002



1.e4 c5 2.♘c3 ♘c6 3.f4 g6 4.♘f3 ♗g7 5.♗b5! ♘f6?!

As we will see, it is better for Black to avoid the exchange by playing 5…♘d4.

[image: image]

6.♗xc6!

White came for this. She must not forego exchanging on c6 and inflicting doubled pawns on Black if the latter allows her the opportunity.

6…bxc6 7.0-0 d5 8.d3 0-0

The exchange on e4, followed by that of the queens, would not solve the problem of the doubled pawns – far from it.

9.e5 ♘d7 10.♘a4!

[image: image]

This is the traditional plan for attacking the c5-pawn, which is very weak.

10…♕a5 11.b3 e6

Structure number 1, which is, as we know, highly favourable for White.

12.♕e2

To bring the queen to f2.

If the black queen is on a5, White can also propose an exchange by ♕e1 or ♕d2. The absence of queens will make the c5-pawn even more vulnerable.

12…♗a6 13.♗d2 ♕c7 14.c4

An important move in this type of structure, fixing the c5-pawn and keeping it from undoubling by an eventual …c5-c4. On top of that, White invites Black to advance her pawn to d4. White will then have the beautiful e4-square, which will allow a knight to attack the c5-pawn once again (after, for example, the manoeuvre ♘d2-e4).

14…♖ab8 15.♗e3

To encourage (and even force) Black to play …d5-d4.

15…♕a5 16.♗d2

16.♕e1! was even stronger.

16…♕d8 17.♕f2 ♕e7 18.♗e3!

[image: image]

Of course, the bishop could have gone straight to a3, via c1, and White would even have been able, if necessary, to increase the pressure by putting a rook on c1, with the threat of taking on d5.

18…d4

Black had no choice. The pressure on the c5-pawn was too strong.

19.♗c1

White has obtained the e4-square, and now the bishop switches to a3. The c5-pawn’s days are numbered.

19…♘b6 20.♗a3 ♘xa4 21.bxa4

This exchange does not relieve Black.

21…♖fd8 22.♘d2!?

White continues her (excellent) strategic plan, but then misses a tactical opportunity: 22.♘xd4! and the d4-pawn falls first because of the pin on the c5-pawn: 22…♖xd4 23.♕xd4!+–.

22…♗f8 23.♘e4!

[image: image]

The triumph of the entire white strategy! Black has no active plan, her two bishops are completely muzzled, the c5-pawn is very weak, the knight on e4 is dominant, and White still has attacking prospects on the kingside.

23…♕c7 24.♕h4

With the threat of 25.♘f6+, followed by a mate on h7.

24…h5 25.♘f6+ ♔g7 26.♕g5

This time menacing 27.♘xh5+.

26…♔h8

[image: image]

27.♗xc5!

Highly symbolic: the c5-pawn eventually falls even though it is defended!

27…♗g7

Of course, the c5-bishop could not be taken: 27…♗xc5?? 28.♕h6#.

28.♘xh5!

A beautiful tactical conclusion!

28…f6

28…gxh5 29.♖f3! ♔h7 30.♕xh5+ ♔g8 31.♖h3 (the c5-bishop blocks any exit for the black king via f8) 31…f5 32.♕h7+ ♔f7 33.♖g3, and it is all over as 33…♖g8 runs into mate on h5.

29.♕xg6 fxe5 30.fxe5 ♕xe5 31.♖f7 ♖g8 32.♘f6 ♕e3+ 33.♔h1 ♕h6 34.♕xh6+ ♗xh6 35.♖h7#


Game 38

Salome Neuhauser

Daria Koveshnikova

Urgup Ech U10 (girls) 2004 (9)



1.e4 c5 2.♘c3 ♘c6 3.f4 g6 4.♘f3 ♗g7 5.♗b5 e6?!

[image: image]

6.♗xc6!

Naturally! White has to capture and double the pawns before Black has time to play 6…♘ge7.

6…bxc6 7.0-0

7.e5!, with the threat of 8.♘e4, is even stronger, as we shall see in Game 40.

7…♘e7 8.d3 0-0 9.♕e1 d5?! 10.e5

The same pawn structure has occurred as in the previous game.

10…♘f5 11.♘a4!

The right plan, as we already know.

11…♘d4

Black precipitates events by attempting to modify the pawn structure. If she did nothing, White would have continued as in the previous game by b2-b3, c2-c4, ♗a3 or ♗e3, and the c5-pawn would not have survived long.

12.♘xd4 cxd4

The c5-pawn went to d4, but it remains just as weak.

13.♕b4

[image: image]

Finally, the c5-pawn will fall on d4.

13…f6 14.♕xd4 fxe5? 15.fxe5 ♖xf1+ 16.♔xf1 ♕f8+ 17.♔g1 ♕e7 18.♗d2 ♗f8 19.b4!

Even without being occupied by a black pawn, the c5-square remains a good objective for White.

19…♖b8 20.♘c5 a5 21.a3 ♖a8 22.g3 ♕a7 23.♗c3 ♕b6 24.♔g2 ♖b8 25.♖f1 axb4

[image: image]

26.♕f4!

Relatively obvious, but it was nevertheless necessary to have calculated everything correctly.

26…♗xc5 27.♕f7+ ♔h8 28.♕e8+ ♔g7 29.♖f7+ ♔h6 30.♕h8! ♔g5 31.♕f6+ ♔h6 32.♕h4#

Salome, who was to become a multiple French Junior champion, was not yet 10 years old when she played this game.


Game 39

Abdourahmane Kasse

Vincent Rousseau

France tt-jr 1995



1.e4 c5 2.♘c3 ♘c6 3.f4 g6 4.♘f3 ♗g7 5.♗b5 d6?!

[image: image]

6.♗xc6+ bxc6 7.d3 e6 8.0-0 ♘e7 9.♕e1

[image: image]

Here we have structure number 2. Therefore, White will prepare e4-e5, to undermine the support of the c5-pawn.

9…0-0 10.e5! dxe5

After 10…d5 the structure of Games 37 and 38 would arise. White would then adopt the usual plan with b2-b3 and ♘a4, and the c5-pawn is not long for this world.

11.fxe5 ♗a6 12.b3 ♘d5 13.♘e4

When there is no longer a pawn on d5, then White already has the e4-square.

13…♕b6 14.♕f2 ♖fd8 15.♗a3 ♗f8

A sad necessity, to defend the c5-pawn, but in so doing, the bishop deserts the protection of the f6-square, which is even more serious. It would doubtless be better to abandon the c5-pawn, since it is difficult to find any satisfactory alternative.

[image: image]

16.c4 ♘b4 17.♘f6+

Just as in the game Benmesbah-Velec, the e4-square is always a good springboard for a kingside attack, especially when the black bishop has deserted the fianchetto.

17…♔h8 18.♕h4 h6 19.♘g5

Attacking f7.

19…♕c7 20.♘g4

Now attacking the h6-pawn that can no longer be defended, while the f7-pawn also remains under threat.

20…♔g8 21.♘xh6+ ♗xh6 22.♕xh6

And Black resigned. 23.♕h7+, followed by the capture on f7, is obviously fatal.

A smooth game.


Game 40

Iannis Iglesias2138

Emrah Acuner

Balatonlelle Ech-tt jr 2003 (4)



1.e4 c5 2.♘c3 ♘c6 3.f4 g6 4.♘f3 ♗g7 5.♗b5 e6?! 6.♗xc6! bxc6 7.e5!

[image: image]

The strongest move in this position, the threat of 8.♘e4 is immediately very unpleasant.

7…d5 8.exd6

White could just as well not capture en passant, and treat the position as in the game Benmesbah-Velec.

8…♕xd6

The doubled c-pawns are obviously very weak, even without being on an open file.

9.d3 ♘f6 10.0-0 0-0 11.♕e1 ♗a6 12.b3!

To prevent Black from getting rid of one of his weaknesses by playing …c5-c4. However, when advancing the pawn to b3 White must master any potential complications on the long diagonal.

12…♘d5 13.♘e4!

Even stronger than 13.♗d2, which was played in the game Plaskett-J. Polgar (Hastings 1988/89), and which had nevertheless led to a rapid victory for the English GM (another expert on the Grand Prix Attack) against a girl who would become the best female player in history.

13…♕e7

[image: image]

14.♗a3!

Much more powerful than moving the rook. The c5-pawn is in the sights.

14…♘b4

14…♗xa1? 15.♗xc5 ♕c7 16.♗xf8 ♖xf8 17.♕xa1+–. White has won the c5-pawn and has very strong threats on the long dark-squared diagonal.

15.♕f2!

Adding additional strain to the c5-pawn.

15…♗xa1 16.♖xa1

[image: image]

White has more than sufficient compensation for the exchange. The c5-pawn will succumb and the dark squares are very weak.

16…♗c8 17.♘xc5 ♕f6 18.♘e5 ♖b8 19.c3 ♘d5 20.♘e4 ♕xf4 21.♕xf4 ♘xf4 22.♘f6+ ♔g7 23.♘fd7

23.♗xf8+ was stronger and would have saved White some effort: 23…♔xf6 (23…♔xf8 24.♘fd7+ and the second rook also drops) 24.♖e1+–. Black cannot do anything, because of – among others – the threat of a fork on d7 that prevents the c8-bishop from moving.

23…♗xd7 24.♘xd7 ♖fd8 25.♘xb8 ♖xb8 26.♗d6 ♘e2+ 27.♔f2 ♖d8 28.♗e5+ f6 29.♗xf6+ ♔xf6 30.♔xe2

The endgame is obviously winning for White, but it still needs a little work.

1-0 on move 65.


Game 41

Clémentine Nolot1858

Alix Robaux

Metz 2013



1.e4 c5 2.♘c3 ♘c6 3.f4 g6 4.♘f3 ♗g7 5.♗b5 d6 6.♗xc6+ bxc6 7.0-0 ♘f6

[image: image]

The 3rd structure examined in the introduction. Black decided not to touch her e-pawn, and must therefore develop her knight to f6. However, this is not the best set-up to deal with a traditional Grand Prix offensive.

8.d3 0-0 9.♕e1 ♖b8 10.♕h4 ♕b6 11.♔h1

Certainly safer than the impetuous 11.f5!?, which allowed a boy of 9 years to prevail in less than 20 moves against a FIDE master of over 2300 Elo at the Hawaii Open in 1997. The boy, unrated at the time, was to become the world number 3 a few years later. His name is Hikaru Nakamura.

11…♗a6

[image: image]

12.f5!

There is nothing new (under the sun of the Grand Prix Attack).

12…♕c7

Black is short of plans, while the white attack on the kingside will again be very easy.

12…c4 would have met the reply 13.d4.

13.♗h6!

We guess that White can stop worrying about the b2-pawn.

13…♖xb2 14.♘g5!

[image: image]

Same thing for the c2-pawn. White has obtained the orthodox arrangement of the white pieces in the Grand Prix Attack. It only remains to look for the tactical conclusion.

14…♖xc2?

Black was unaware of the danger, but her position was already more than compromised.

14…♕d7, for example, with the idea to answer 15.fxg6?! with 15…♗xh6! 16.♕xh6 fxg6 17.♖xf6 exf6, and the h7-pawn is defended, would have been countered by 15.e5! (the classic clearance sacrifice to provide the e4-square for a knight) 15…dxe5 16.♘ce4, with a very strong white attack.

15.fxg6 fxg6 16.♗xg7 ♔xg7

[image: image]

17.♖xf6!

Classic… and easy.

17…♖xf6 18.♕xh7+ ♔f8 19.♕h8#


Game 42

Theo Ciccoli

Honein Djermoune

Metz 2014



1.e4 c5 2.♘c3 ♘c6 3.f4 g6 4.♘f3 ♗g7 5.♗b5 ♘d4

[image: image]

The right move to evade the exchange and avoid doubled c-pawns.

6.0-0!

White is not against the exchange on b5 and prefers to accelerate his development.

It was nevertheless also possible to retreat the bishop to d3, with the idea of exchanging next on d4, then playing c2-c3, and after the black capture on c3 and the recapture with the b-pawn, place the bishop on c2 and then take the centre by d2-d4. However, according to GM Dzindzichashvili the text move gives White more attacking possibilities.

6…♘xb5

The most logical. Black can also attack the bishop by 6…a6 to force it to retreat to d3, thus falling back into the previous note with the extra move 0-0, but this is certainly more useful than …a7-a6.

7.♘xb5 d6

It is preferable to react in the centre by 7…d5, as we will see in the next game. The text move gives White too much freedom to develop his Grand Prix Attack.

8.d3 ♘f6 9.♘c3 0-0 10.♕e1!

[image: image]

Let us go for the traditional attack! The absence of the light-squared bishop is not a major drawback. We saw in the very first game of this chapter (Devaure-Nicolas) that White could do without it.

10…♖b8 11.♕h4 b5 12.f5

No surprises, everything is thematic. The white attack is already very dangerous, and above all easy to carry out, especially against an opponent with little experience in the finer points of the opening.

12…b4 13.♘e2 c4

After 13…gxf5 (a capture that is rarely advisable) 14.♗h6 fxe4 15.♘g5! exd3 16.cxd3, White already threatens the very classic 17.♗xg7 followed by 18.♖xf6.

14.♗h6 cxd3 15.cxd3 ♗a6

As so often in these positions, the black counterattack on the queenside is too slow while the white attack on the other wing takes place unhindered.

16.fxg6 fxg6

A) 16…hxg6 17.♘g5 ♗xd3 18.♖xf6! ♗xf6 19.♗g7!! – the same finish as in the game Devaure-Nicolas. We did tell you to remember it! It is indeed very common when Black has recaptured on g6 with the h-pawn;

B) 16…♗xd3 17.gxh7+ ♔h8 18.♗xg7+ ♔xg7 19.♘g3. The position of the black king is greatly weakened, and the attacking trio queen + 2 knights will prove fatal.

17.♗xg7 ♔xg7 18.♘g5

With the threat (among others!) of a fork on e6.

18…♕b6+ 19.♔h1 d5

[image: image]

20.♖xf6!

1-0

It is obviously mate after 20…♖xf6 21.♕xh7+ ♔f8 22.♕h8#. Yet another nice simple game – White has merely rolled-out the thematic moves.


Game 43

Tanguy Ringoir2185

Yvalin Bruned2333

Le Touquet 2006 (9)



1.e4 c5 2.♘c3 ♘c6 3.f4 g6 4.♘f3 ♗g7 5.♗b5 ♘d4 6.0-0 ♘xb5 7.♘xb5 d5

[image: image]

The move recommended by theory.

8.exd5

After 8.e5 a6 9.♘c3 ♗g4 followed by …e7-e6, Black keeps the position closed and equalizes more easily.

8…a6

An important move to recover the d5-pawn, as 8…♘f6 allowed White to hang on to it with 9.c4.

Obviously, the immediate recapture 8…♕xd5 was not possible because of the fork on c7.

9.♘c3 ♘f6

[image: image]

Theory asserts that Black regains the pawn and that he will be able to equalize easily here thanks, in particular, to the bishop pair. This is true for the recovery of the pawn, but for the rest it is not so simple. White can still cause him numerous problems.

10.d4!

White has to open the game to take advantage of his slight lead in development, because Black will still lose a tempo regaining the d5-pawn.

10…♘xd5

10…cxd4 11.♕xd4 does not allow Black to recover the pawn, and the compensation is insufficient.

After 10…c4, 11.♕e2! is very strong: 11…b5 12.♖e1 ♗b7 (the d5-pawn can obviously not be recaptured immediately because of the threat to e7) 13.f5 ♘xd5 14.♗g5 0-0 15.♘xd5 ♕xd5 16.♗xe7 ♖fe8 17.fxg6 hxg6 18.♕f2, and White has, here again, managed to keep his pawn, even if Black has some compensation due to the activity of his pieces.

11.dxc5 ♘xc3 12.♕xd8+ ♔xd8 13.bxc3 ♗xc3

[image: image]

The critical position for this variation. One might think at first glance that it is favourable for Black because of the doubled white c-pawns and the pair of black bishops, but GM Dzindzichashvili refutes this evaluation: ‘The main problem with the black position is the weakness on b6, and this makes the black king very vulnerable.’

14.♖b1 ♔c7 15.♖b3 ♗f6

In the game Perelshteyn-G. Shahade, New York ch-USA U20 1998, the bishop retreated to g7 instead, but after 16.♗d2 ♗e6 17.♗a5+ ♔c6 18.♖b6+ ♔xc5 19.♘d2!, the black king found itself in a very uncomfortable situation at the heart of the white position and quickly succumbed.

16.♗d2

We see the importance of the weakness of the b6-square. As in the aforementioned game, White threatens 17.♗a5+.

16…♗e6?

Black absolutely had to prevent the check by playing 16…a5, but after 17.♖fb1, White keeps the initiative.

17.♗a5+ ♔c6

After 17…♔c8 18.♖b6! ♗xa2?! 19.♖d1, Black will experience great difficulties bringing the a8-rook into play.

18.♖b6+

The b6-square!

18…♔xc5

[image: image]

19.♘d2!

Just as in the Perelshteyn-Shahade game, the black king finds itself surrounded.

19…♗d5 20.c4 ♗c6

20…♗xc4? 21.♖c1+–.

21.♖d1 ♔d6

White threatened 22.♘b3+ and 23.♖b4+.

22.♘e4+ ♔c7

22…♔e6 23.g4! (prevents the escape of the king by f5 and threatens 24.♘c5 mate!) 23…♗g7 24.♘g5+ ♔f6 25.♗c3+ e5

[image: image]

26.♖d7! and it is mate, either by 27.♗xe5, or by 27.♖xf7.

23.♘xf6 exf6 24.♖b2+ b6

After 24…♔b8 25.♗b6!, the a8-rook and the black king are locked in the corner. It only remains for White to double rooks on the d-file: 25…♖c8 26.♖d6 (26.♖bd2 ♗a4 27.♖d8?? ♗xd1–+) 26…a5 27.♖bd2 ♗e4 28.♖d8 ♗f5 29.♖xc8+ ♗xc8 30.a4 ♖a6 31.c5+–. Black is completely locked in and cannot play anything at all.

25.♗xb6+ ♔c8 26.♖d6 ♗d7 27.c5 ♖b8 28.c6 ♗e6 29.c7 ♖xb6 30.♖dxb6

And White realized his material advantage without too much difficulty.

1-0 on the 50th move.

II. The structure called the ‘little centre’ (…e7-e6 + …d7-d6) with the bishop on e7


Game 44

Vincent Houzelle

Johann Michel

Nancy 1995



1.e4 c5 2.♘c3 ♘c6 3.f4 d6 4.♘f3 ♘f6 5.♗c4 e6 6.0-0 ♗e7 7.d3 0-0 8.♕e1!

[image: image]

Once again, the correct square for the white queen. Except this time, it is not a question of going to h4, but rather to g3. On e1 the queen mainly supports the central e4-e5 thrust, which should expel the f6-knight and thus give good prospects on the kingside.

8…♖b8 9.e5!

Certainly not 9.♕h4?? on account of 9…♘xe4–+.

9…dxe5?!

By taking on e5 Black gives White the f-file and the e4-square on a plate, and he also loses the possibility to play …d6-d5 thereafter. It would have been better to retreat the knight to d7 or to e8 immediately.

10.fxe5 ♘d7 11.♕g3!

[image: image]

The correct square for the queen in this variation, White already threatens 12.♗h6.

11…♖e8

The e5-pawn was not en prise: 11…♘dxe5?? 12.♘xe5 ♕d4+ 13.♔h1 ♘xe5 14.♗f4 ♘xc4 15.dxc4 ♖a8 16.♗e5+–.

11…♔h8 was preferable, to parry 12.♗h6, but White keeps a very promising position after 12.a4 (to prevent 12…b5), followed by 13.♘e4.

12.♗h6 ♗f8

12…g6 weakened the dark squares too much. 13.♕f4, followed by ♘e4, would then reinforce the pressure on the sensitive f6-square.

13.♖ae1

Centralizing the final piece!

13…a6 14.♘e4

14.♘g5! was immediately decisive: 14…♖e7 (14…gxh6 15.♘xe6+) 15.♖xf7! ♖xf7 16.♘xe6 ♕e7 17.♘xf8 ♕xf8 (17…♘xf8? 18.♕xg7#) 18.e6+–.

14…b5

[image: image]

15.♘fg5!

This is not the first time that we see the c4-bishop abandoned to its fate in the Grand Prix Attack.

15…♖e7

Neither of the white bishops could be captured:

A) 15…gxh6 16.♘xe6+, and the black queen is lost;

B) 15…bxc4 16.♘xf7 ♕e7 17.♗g5, and the black queen is again lost.

16.♘xf7 ♖xf7 17.♗xe6 ♘dxe5 18.♗xf7+ ♘xf7 19.♘f6+ ♔h8 20.♖e8

1-0


Game 45

Theo Ciccoli1548

Nathan Saucourt1430

Nimes 2012



1.e4 c5 2.♘c3 d6 3.f4 ♘f6 4.♘f3 e6 5.♗c4 ♘bd7 6.0-0 a6 7.a4 b6 8.d3

8.d4 would transpose into an Open Sicilian structure. Possible, of course, but this is not really White’s objective when playing the Grand Prix Attack.

8…♗b7 9.♕e1 ♘b8?!

Black sees the move e4-e5 coming, and wants to provide a fallback square for the f6-knight, but this is of course at the expense of his development. Just continuing development by 9…♗e7 was obviously preferable, even if after 10.e5 dxe5 11.fxe5 ♘g4 12.♗f4, White threatens 13.h3 or 13.♕g3, and as a result already has a nice initiative.

[image: image]

10.e5!

The thematic central thrust in this configuration – even if, because of Black’s lack of development, another central advance was equally strong: 10.f5!? and if 10…e5 11.♘g5+–.

10…♘fd7 11.exd6 ♗xd6 12.♘e4

12.♘g5, with the idea of sacrificing on e6, was much stronger. For example, 12…0-0 13.♘xe6 fxe6 14.♕xe6+ ♔h8 15.♕xd6+–.

12…♗e7

[image: image]

13.f5!

White benefits from the fact that Black has not castled to open the central files.

13…♗xe4

13…exf5?? 14.♘d6+.

White also had a decisive attack after 13…e5 14.♘fg5 0-0 (14…♗xg5 15.♘d6+) 15.♕h4 h6 16.♘xf7! ♖xf7 (16…♗xh4 17.♘xd8+ ♔h8 18.♘xb7+–) 17.♕h5 ♕e8 18.f6!+–.

14.♕xe4

A double attack on the a8-rook and the e6-pawn. Black loses material.

14…♖a7 15.fxe6 ♘f6 16.exf7+ ♔f8

[image: image]

17.♘g5! ♕d4+

The white queen could obviously not be captured because of the mate on e6.

18.♕xd4 cxd4 19.♗d2 ♘c6 20.♘e6+ ♔xf7 21.♘xd4+ ♔f8 22.♘xc6 ♗c5+ 23.d4 ♖c7 24.dxc5 ♖xc6 25.♖ae1 ♖xc5? 26.♖xf6+! gxf6 27.♗h6#

The famous Boden’s Mate to conclude.

III. Black adopts a French structure (with …e7-e6 and …d7-d5)


Game 46

Valentin Fougerit2057

Loic Barbet2037

Rennes tt-jr 2004 (2)



1.e4 c5 2.♘c3 ♘c6 3.f4 e6 4.♘f3 d5 5.♗b5

[image: image]

The right square for the bishop in these French structures. Once again, White threatens to inflict doubled c-pawns on Black.

5…♘e7

Any other move would allow White to realize his plan and gain advantage from it.

6.exd5 exd5 7.♕e2!

[image: image]

By pinning the e7-knight, White renews his threat to take on c6.

7…g6?

A fairly common mistake, which even the strong GM Shirov committed though he had an Elo of 2700. However, his opponent, a player with an Elo of 2150, did not take advantage of it.

Black could play 7…♕d6. After 8.♘e5 ♗d7 9.♗xc6 ♗xc6 10.♘b5, White keeps a more active position anyway.

8.♗xc6+ bxc6 9.♕e5! ♖g8

Constrained and forced.

10.0-0 ♗g7 11.♕e2 ♗g4 12.♕f2 ♗xf3 13.♕xf3 ♔f8

It is not easy to find a good solution for the black king here. Queenside castling was difficult to imagine, but perhaps remained preferable all the same.

14.♖b1 h5 15.b3 ♕a5 16.♘a4

Not only can Black no longer castle and does he have trouble activating the g8-rook, but he must also reckon with the weakness of the c5-pawn.

16…♘f5 17.c3 ♗f6 18.♗a3 ♗e7 19.♖fe1 ♗d6 20.♕f2

[image: image]

There you go… the c5-pawn is ripe and ready to be plucked.

20…♔g7 21.♗xc5 ♗xc5 22.♕xc5 ♕c7 23.♕f2 d4 24.cxd4 ♖ad8 25.♖e4 ♕d6 26.♖be1 ♘xd4 27.♖e7

White has a pawn more and a better position.

27…a6 28.♘b6 ♘e6?

Black shortens his suffering, but his position was compromised anyway.

29.♖1xe6

1-0

Let us now see the grandmaster Evgeny Sveshnikov in action with the white pieces. Sveshnikov is an acknowledged theoretician and published a book on the Grand Prix Attack from White’s perspective in 2013.


Game 47

Evgeny Sveshnikov2565

Igor Jelen2374

Ljubljana 2002 (1)



1.e4 c5 2.♘c3 e6 3.f4

The move order has been adapted for our repertoire. In fact, Sveshnikov played 2.f4, not fearing the 2…d5 counter-move. Nevertheless, again, we recommend playing 2.♘c3, precisely in order to avoid this possibility.

3…d5 4.♘f3 dxe4

4…d4 is not troublesome for White: 5.♘e2 d3 (otherwise, White plays d2-d3 himself, and will develop by g2-g3 and ♗g2, with a sort of King’s Indian set-up with reversed colours that we will examine in the next chapter) 6.cxd3 ♕xd3 7.♘c3. The black queen is forced to retreat, and after d3-d4 White will have a big lead in development.

5.♘xe4 ♘d7

[image: image]

6.g3

An interesting way to treat this type of position while defending the f4-pawn. White will fianchetto his two bishops and redeploy his ♘e4 on e5 via f2 and d3. He will then have a very harmonious position.

6…♗e7 7.♗g2 ♘gf6 8.♘f2!

En route to e5!

8…♖b8 9.b3 ♕c7 10.♗b2 b6 11.♕e2 ♗b7 12.0-0 0-0 13.c4

White held back from moving his d-pawn in order not to block the square for his knight.

13…a6 14.♖ae1 ♖fe8 15.♘d3 b5 16.♘de5

[image: image]

White has achieved his plan. His pieces are now all active, and he already threatens to sacrifice on f7.

16…bxc4?!

16…♗d6 was not satisfactory due to 17.♘g5! ♗xg2 18.♔xg2 ♖e7 19.♘exf7 ♖xf7 20.♕xe6[image: images].

Black should seek to exchange pieces by 16…♘xe5 17.♗xe5, and White only has a very small advantage.

17.♘xf7!?

Interesting, but not essential, as after 17.♘xc4 White had a better position without any risk.

17…♗xf3?!

Accepting the sacrifice lost immediately: 17…♔xf7?? 18.♕xe6+ ♔g6 (18…♔f8 19.♘g5+–) 19.f5+ ♔h6 20.♕e3+.

On the other hand, Black could force White to settle for a draw: 17…cxb3! 18.♕xe6 ♗d5 19.♘h6+ and now:

A) 19…♔f8?

[image: image]

20.♘g5!! bxa2 21.♕xd5! ♘xd5 22.♘e6#;

B) 19…♔h8 20.♘f7, and White has nothing better than a repetition.

18.♕xe6 ♗h5 19.♘d6+ ♔f8 20.♘xe8 ♖xe8 21.♕xc4 ♗f7?

21…♕d6[image: images].

22.♕xa6 c4 23.♗a3 cxb3 24.♖xe7! ♖xe7 25.axb3 ♗xb3 26.♖c1 ♗c2

26…♕b6+ 27.♕xb6 ♘xb6 28.♖b1 lost still more material.

27.♗d6

1-0

IV. Black plays an early …a7-a6

The …a7-a6 move can occur at several points before the f1-bishop emerges.

On the 2nd move:


[image: image]

(diagram 15)



On the 3rd move:


[image: image]

(diagram 16)



On the 4th move:


[image: image]

(diagram 17)



In all three situations it is better to avoid developing the bishop to c4 (let alone b5!) because Black could then play …b7-b5, and threaten to trap it by …c5-c4 if it retreats to b3.

As a result, the bishop has little alternative but to be fianchettoed after g2-g3. The game would then transpose into a Closed Sicilian (that is its name!).

Admittedly, the Closed Sicilian (with g2-g3) is not really part of our repertoire, and the limited nature of this book does not allow us to treat it in any depth. However, there is a detail of some importance: specifically that …a7-a6 move. In the Closed Sicilian, the a7-pawn should generally go to a5, and it goes there in one move. In other words, if Black has previously played …a7-a6, White will have an extra tempo.

To measure the importance of this tempo gain, let us already see an example of how things may unfold when White does not have it.


Game 48

Boris Spassky

Efim Geller

Sukhumi m 1968 (6)



1.e4 c5 2.♘c3 d6 3.g3

[image: image]

The Closed Sicilian, of which Boris Spassky, the 10th World Champion, was a fervent specialist.

3.f4, followed by the development of the light-squared bishop on the f1-a6 diagonal, would have obviously led to the Grand Prix Attack.

3…♘c6 4.♗g2 g6 5.d3 ♗g7 6.f4 ♘f6

As in the Grand Prix Attack, the g8-knight can also be developed to e7 after Black plays …e7-e6. We will see that in the next game.

7.♘f3 0-0 8.0-0 ♖b8 9.h3

An important move in the Closed Sicilian. White wants to play ♗e3 without fearing …♘g4, and also considers playing g3-g4 to attack on the kingside.

9…b5 10.a3

[image: image]

10…a5

The pawn has advanced two squares here. It is clear that the move …a7-a6, mentioned above, would have been a mere waste of time in this type of position.

11.♗e3 b4 12.axb4 axb4 13.♘e2 ♗b7 14.b3 ♖a8 15.♖c1!

White voluntarily concedes the a-file to his opponent in order to protect the only weak point on c2. Once all the gaps are sealed, White can launch his attack on the kingside.

15…♖a2

Black has obtained all he could from the position, but he will have difficulty strengthening his initiative on the queenside.

16.g4!

[image: image]

A thematic move in the Closed Sicilian. The white queen did not have access to the kingside, as in the Grand Prix Attack, because of the g3-pawn. With the move g3-g4 the g-pawn thus opens the way for the queen, who will now be able to pass to the kingside by the traditional route e1-h4.

16…♕a8 17.♕e1

A very ‘Grand Prix Attack’ move to switch the queen to the kingside.

17…♕a6?!

Black starts to get tangled up on the a-file. His initiative will lead nowhere. It was time to look for counterplay in the centre by …d6-d5.

18.♕f2

A short stop before the final destination on h4.

18.♕h4? would have been too hasty due to 18…♖xc2! 19.♖xc2 ♕xd3, and the black queen bursts into the white position like a bull into a china shop.

18…♘a7 19.f5!

The signal to attack!

19…♘b5 20.fxg6 hxg6

If 20…fxg6, 21.♘f4 aims at the sensitive e6-square.

21.♘g5 ♘a3 22.♕h4 ♖c8

Hoping to give the black king a flight square.

[image: image]

23.♖xf6!

A classic in our Grand Prix Attack, but with a somewhat different twist here.

23…exf6

23…♗xf6?? 24.♕h7+ ♔f8 25.♕xf7#.

24.♕h7+ ♔f8

[image: image]

25.♘xf7!

The black king continues to be laid bare while its major pieces are entangled on the queenside.

25…♖xc2

After 25…♔xf7 26.♗h6 ♖g8 27.♘f4, the white attack is decisive.

26.♗h6 ♖xc1+ 27.♘xc1 ♔xf7

27…♗xh6 28.♘xh6 ♔e8 29.♘g8! and the black king will be mated: 29…♔f8 30.♘e7! ♖c7 31.♘xg6+ ♔e8 32.♕xc7, and it is unstoppable mate on e7.

28.♕xg7+ ♔e8 29.g5 f5

29…fxg5 30.♗xg5+–.

30.♕xg6+ ♔d7 31.♕f7+ ♔c6 32.exf5+

1-0

White collects the b7-bishop and the two connected pawns will queen.

Let us now see how White can take advantage of the extra tempo when Black has played an early …a7-a6.


Game 49

Frank Witthus

Thomas Kuhnen

Germany tt 1990/91



1.e4 c5 2.♘c3 ♘c6 3.f4 g6 4.♘f3 a6 5.g3

The move order has been slightly adapted to adhere to our repertoire.

5…♗g7 6.♗g2 d6 7.d3 e6 8.0-0 ♘ge7

[image: image]

Just as in the Grand Prix Attack, Black can choose a system with …e7-e6 and …♘ge7 in the Closed Variation.

9.♗e3

White threatens to open the Sicilian with d3-d4!. Black must not allow this transposition after he has played …e7-e6 and fianchettoed the dark-squared bishop: after the exchange …c5xd4, the d6-pawn would be very weak on the half-open d-file.

In those Open Sicilians where the bishop is fianchettoed, the e-pawn must remain on e7 to protect the d6-pawn. When the d-file is not open (in the Closed Sicilian and the Grand Prix Attack), it is not the same because the d6-pawn is not exposed.

9…♘d4

[image: image]

This is the normal move to prevent d3-d4. We now have a theoretical Closed Sicilian position, but with the move …a7-a6 played instead of kingside castling, and that will prove to be important.

10.e5!

A critical move in this variation, designed to open the long diagonal for the g2-bishop and undermine the protection of the c5-pawn. This has even more force here because Black has not castled and the move …a7-a6 is useless at the moment.

10…♘ef5

10…dxe5 11.♘xe5 0-0 (castling at last, but in the ‘normal’ position Black could have played …♖b8 instead of …a7-a6, in order to play …b7-b6 to protect the c5-pawn) 12.♘a4 (Black cannot play …b7-b6) 12…♕c7 13.c3, and the c5-pawn will fall.

11.♗f2 ♗d7

11…dxe5 12.♘xe5 (as in the previous note, Black’s problem is that the move …a7-a6 should have been replaced by either …0-0 or …♖b8) 12…♖b8 (12…0-0 13.♘e4 ♕c7 14.c3[image: images]) 13.♘e4 b6 14.c3 ♘b5 15.♘c6+–.

12.♘e4 ♗c6 13.c3 ♘xf3+ 14.♗xf3 dxe5 15.fxe5 ♗xe5

15…b6 is obviously still not possible because of 16.♘f6+.

16.♗xc5

If we replaced the move …a7-a6 with kingside castling, the position would be quite satisfactory for Black. Here, with the inability to castle, that is not at all the case.

16…♖c8 17.d4! ♘e3?

Black lets himself be tempted by the fork, but it was taboo. His position was already compromised in any case.

[image: image]

18.dxe5!! ♘xd1 19.♖axd1 ♗d5

The queen couldn’t move: 19…♕a5?? 20.♘f6#.

20.♘d6+ ♔d7

[image: image]

21.♗xd5

White misses a brilliant finish: 21.♖xd5!! exd5 22.♗g4+ ♔c7 (22…♔c6 23.♗xc8, and the king cannot take the c5-bishop because of the fork on b7) 23.♖xf7+ ♔b8 24.♖xb7+ ♔a8 25.♖a7+ ♔b8 26.♘xc8, and 27.♗d6+ will be decisive.

21…exd5 22.♖xf7+ ♔e6 23.♗d4 ♖c7 24.♗b6 ♕xd6??

24…♖xf7! 25.♗xd8 ♖xd8 26.♘xf7 ♔xf7 gave an equal position.

25.♖f6+!

1-0

Black had apparently only counted on 25.exd6 ♖xf7[image: images].



Exerice 25

[image: image]

White to play and win. Easy, if you have read the chapter.



Solution 25

[image: image]

20.♖xf6! ♖xf6 21.♕xh7+ ♔f8 22.♕h8#

(See Game 42, Ciccoli-Djermoune)



Exerice 26

[image: image]

What is the best continuation for White in this position?



Solution 26

[image: image]

11.♗g5!

Much stronger here than 11.♗h6.

(See Game 30, Moret-Wirtz)



Exerice 27

[image: image]

Has White anything better than taking the exchange on f8?



Solution 27

[image: image]

17.♗g7!!

(See Game 23, Devaure-Nicolas)



Exerice 28

[image: image]

The same question as in the previous diagram. Same answer?



Solution 28

[image: image]

15.♗g7+!

(See Game 23, Brunner-Berj)



Exerice 29

[image: image]

Still the same question. Has White anything better than taking the exchange on f8?



Solution 29

[image: image]

14.♗g7!! ♗xg7 15.♖xf6!

(See Game 38, Neuhauser-Koveshnikova)



Exerice 30

[image: image]

White to play and mate in 4 moves.



Solution 30

[image: image]

15.♗xf7+ ♔xf7 16.♘g5+ ♔g8 17.♕xh7+ ♔f8 18.♕f7#

(See Game 31, Neuhauser-Bacio)



Exerice 31

[image: image]

White to play and win.



Solution 31

[image: image]

17.♗h6+!

17…♔g8 loses at least an exchange.

♔xh6? 18.♕h4+ ♔g7 19.♕xh7#

(See Game 33, Ciccoli-Timkova)



Exerice 32

[image: image]

The black king has not castled. How does White take advantage?



Solution 32

[image: image]

16.♗xf7+ ♔xf7?

… is not possible because of…

17.♗xe5+

(See Game 35, Anand-Gelfand)



Exerice 33

[image: image]

White to play and mate in three moves.



Solution 33

[image: image]

17.♖h8+! ♗xh8 18.♕h7+ ♔f8 19.♕xh8#

(See Game 25, Brion-Apap)



Exerice 34

[image: image]

White has several winning lines. Which is the most forceful?



Solution 34

[image: image]

15.e5+!

The strongest. This move leads to forced mate:

15…♔xg5

15…♔xe5 16.♖ae1+ ♔d4 (16…♔f6 17.♕h6 with the threat 18.♘h7 mate) 17.♘f3#.

16.h4+ ♔g4 17.♕h6 f6 18.♖f4+ ♔g3 19.♘e2#

(See Game 32, Iglesias-Maatoug)



Exerice 35

[image: image]

White has a strong line that gives him a big positional advantage. What is this line?



Solution 35

[image: image]

8.♗xc6+ bxc6 9.♕e5!

And Black is forced to play the sad …♖g8.

(See Game 46, Fougerit-Barbet)



Exerice 36

[image: image]

Black has just played …d5-d4 to attack the c3-knight. How should White react?



Solution 36

[image: image]

11.f6! ♗xf6 12.e5! ♗g7 13.♘e4

Thanks to the e4-square White will get a strong initiative.

(See Game 33, Ciccoli-Timkova)





Chapter 5

Comanchero!
 The King’s Indian Attack against the French

1.e4 e6

[image: image]

The French Defence, one of the oldest and most respectable answers to 1.e4. It was thus baptised after a correspondence match between London and Paris which took place from 1834 to 1836, and in which the French had answered 1…e6 to 1.e4. The French Defence has subsequently withstood the test of time. In terms of popularity it is today located 3rd of the defences the most played against 1.e4, following 1…e5 and the Sicilian. The former World Champion Mikhail Botvinnik and the later challenger Viktor Kortchnoi both notably made it their main weapon in their respective fight for the title.

Compared to 1…e5, the first Black move in the French (1…e6) seems modest and even passive (as it restricts the c8-bishop), but it contains profound strategic ideas.

First and foremost, Black seeks to establish a solid wall on the a2-g8 diagonal, thereby putting paid to all those ultra-fast attacks on the f7-pawn so frequent in the open games. In other words, no more Scholar’s Mate or even our Fegatello Attack from the 2nd chapter.

On the almost automatic response 2.d4 Black will then counter-attack against the e4-pawn by playing …d7-d5, thereby seeking to provoke the white advance to e5. A closed position will then ensue – which is what Black is usually looking for in the French Defence – where the second player’s chances are in no way inferior. Thanks to the moves …c7-c5 and …f7-f6 that he keeps up his sleeve, Black will be able to obtain satisfactory counterplay against the white centre.

Of course, as with the Sicilian, it is not our intention to embark on a study of the main variations of the French Defence. This is undoubtedly fascinating, but let’s leave it to experienced players (or to those who have the time) and let us be content, at least at first, to adopt a system that is easy to learn, and above all easy to understand.

The King’s Indian Attack that I am proposing against the French Defence fits perfectly into this framework. As early as the 2nd move, by playing 2.d3 rather than the mechanical 2.d4, White will avoid the main lines and lead Black into positions which will probably be less familiar to him.


[image: image]

(diagram 1)



The King’s Indian Attack is more a universal method of development than a specific variation. It is characterized by the moves ♘f3, g2-g3, ♗g2, d2-d3, ♘bd2, e2-e4 and 0-0, which can be played in (almost) any order. Well, let us say with several different move orders, and not just by starting with 1.e4.

Regardless of the path used, here is the basic position (the tabiya, to use a chess term!) to which White should arrive after eight moves.
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(diagram 2)



Experienced players and those with a good memory will immediately recognize the development scheme of the King’s Indian Defence (an opening after 1.d4). In fact, the King’s Indian Attack is actually only a King’s Indian Defence with colours reversed, and with an extra tempo (which is not so important).

The King’s Indian Attack has several advantages:

• It can virtually be played against every black opening, even without starting with 1.e4 (for example with 1.♘f3 or even 1.g3). However, of course, we will only study it against the French (and by starting with 1.e4 !). Moreover, theory considers that it is against the French that the King’s Indian Attack is the most effective, because of the fact that the c8-bishop has already been closed in by the move …e7-e6.

• It is easy to play, as there are no major theoretical lines to recite by heart. You just have to know which squares to put the pieces on, and recognize the manoeuvres and thematic combinations that we will study in this chapter. I emphasize once again the fact that the understanding of an opening is much more important than the memorization of lengthy variations. This was true in the previous chapter with the Grand Prix Attack against the Sicilian. It will be again in the next chapter with the Yugoslav Attack against the king’s fianchetto, and it is just as important – possibly even more so – with the King’s Indian Attack.

• It often gives rise to rich and exciting attacking positions, as we will see.

• It was played by several World Champions, starting with Fischer, who made it one of his main weapons against the French and the Sicilian, but also by Botvinnik and Vassily Smyslov. Today, grandmasters of the highest order such as Alexander Morozevich or Victor Bologan use it regularly. This is the best proof of the soundness of this opening.

Our study cannot be exhaustive, and so in this chapter we will confine ourselves to the three principal modes of development that Black can adopt in the French Defence against the King’s Indian Attack.

I. The classic variation, in which Black castles kingside after having developed the knight to f6 and the bishop to e7
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(diagram 3)



II. Black develops his bishop to g7, his knight to e7, and castles kingside
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(diagram 4)



III. Black castles queenside
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(diagram 5)



Here we go, and we start quite naturally with the ‘Classic’ Variation, which, as its name suggests, is the most frequently played line.

I. The Classic Variation

1.e4 e6 2.d3!

It is important to adopt this move order and to thus play d2-d3 on the 2nd move, so as to be able to answer 3.♘d2 to 2…d5.

The move 2.g3, for example, would be a gross inaccuracy (the same for 2.♘f3): after 2…d5 3.d3, White hasn’t had the time to play ♘d2, and as a result Black can exchange queens: 3…dxe4 4.dxe4 ♕xd1+ 5.♔xd1. This is obviously not what White wants.

2…d5 3.♘d2!

[image: image]

If Black now trades on e4, White can recapture with the d-pawn without this resulting in the exchange of queens. It is important for him to keep a pawn on e4 (which will advance to e5 in the middlegame) and not to recapture with a piece on e4.

3…c5

The most natural, Black takes up position in the centre.

4.♘gf3

Here 4.g3 would also be possible and would only be a transposition of moves.

4…♘c6 5.g3

[image: image]

The fianchetto of the bishop is obviously a central theme in the King’s Indian Attack.

5…♘f6 6.♗g2 ♗e7

When the knight is on f6 this is the best square for the bishop. It would not be much more active on d6, and above all it would then be exposed to the threat of a fork on e5 as soon as White plays ♖e1 (and perhaps even ♕e2, if Black has played …♕c7 to prevent the threat).

7.0-0 0-0

Kingside castling is the most natural, but when we have seen the kind of attacks that Black can be subjected to on the kingside, we can understand that he sometimes seeks to castle on the other side. We will study this possibility in Game 57.

8.♖e1

The right square for the rook. It will support the e4-e5 advance, and leave the f1-square for the redeployment of the d2-knight.
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From this position, which is the basic position of the variation (the tabiya!), White’s play can develop as follows:

1. e4-e5 will be the signal for a kingside attack.

2. The d2-knight will be recycled to f1, firstly to allow the c1-bishop to develop to f4 to (over-)protect the strong point on e5.

3. The h-pawn will advance to h4. The f1-knight will take advantage of this to get out on h2 and head for g4.

With the pawn on h4, two options are then available to White:

• Continue to advance the h-pawn to h5, and even up to h6 to create holes in the black king position. If Black halts this advance by playing …h7-h6 himself, White will prepare the sacrifice of a piece on h6 (after ♘g4 and ♕d2).

• Leave the h-pawn on h4 and use it to support the f3-knight on g5. The white queen could then intervene on h5 to threaten mate on h7. If Black plays …h7-h6 (before or after ♘g5), numerous sacrifices are again possible, as we shall see.

4. In every case, White can also consider the move c2-c4 in the middlegame to attempt to gain control of the e4-square. This square will often make a decisive contribution to the kingside attack (see in particular Game 52, involving Bobby Fischer).

If he does not react appropriately to all this, Black can quickly find himself crushed by a lightning attack, as we will see. The first game is a perfect example of this and demonstrates the model attack that White can dream of when playing the KIA.

In this game, White is the International Master Mark Dvoretsky. Regarded as one of the best trainers in the world, Dvoretsky is a strong supporter of the King’s Indian Attack, and he regularly advises his students to play it. It is therefore only natural to start with one of his games.


Game 50

Mark Dvoretsky

Yakov Damsky

Moscow 1970



1.e4 e6 2.d3 d5 3.♘d2 c5 4.♘gf3 ♘c6 5.g3 ♘f6 6.♗g2 ♗e7 7.0-0 0-0 8.♖e1 b6?!

To fianchetto the light-squared bishop may seem logical, but it does not combine well with kingside castling in this variation. Black must immediately begin serious business on the queenside with …b7-b5.
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9.e5!

The signal to attack!

9…♘d7 10.♘f1

The correct manoeuvre of the knight. It opens the way for the c1-bishop, and will be reactivated on g4, via h2, after the move h2-h4.

10…♗b7 11.h4 ♕c7

Admittedly, this move attacks the e5-pawn, but it allows the c1-bishop to come and defend it while putting itself diagonally opposite the black queen, and this will provide White with additional tactical possibilities.

12.♗f4 b5

We can see that the move 8…b6 was a waste of time.

13.♘1h2 d4?

Black wants to extend the diagonal of his b7-bishop and plans to use the d5-square, but the move …d5-d4 offers the important e4-square to White on a plate. It should never be played lightly.

14.♘g5!
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The move h2-h4 serves as a launching pad for the knight. White already threatens 15.♕h5.

14…h6

[image: image]

Black could admittedly exchange the dangerous knight, but after 14…♗xg5 15.hxg5!, White will easily get an irresistible attack after the moves ♕h5, ♘g4, ♗e4 (the e4-square!); then, if that is not enough, ♔g2 and ♖h1.

15.♕h5!

The first thematic sacrifice in this variation. White does not bother to retreat the knight, and threatens, if Black does not take it, ♘g4, followed by a demolition sacrifice on h6.

15…hxg5

Refusing the sacrifice was no better: 15…c4 16.♘g4! cxd3 17.♘xh6+ gxh6 18.♕xh6 ♗xg5 19.♕xg5+ ♔h8 20.♗e4!, and the e4-square decides! (Even without the e4-square at his disposal, White could have played 20.♕h5+ ♔g8 21.♗h6, when he would also have a decisive attack.)

16.hxg5 ♖fb8

In order to leave the f8-square for a knight who will try to defend the kingside.

17.♘g4

The sacrifice of the second knight on f6 is now threatened, but also ♗e4, followed by ♔g2 and ♖h1.

17…♘f8

After 17…g6 18.♕h4 (18.♕h6 ♗f8 gains a tempo on the queen) 18…♗f8 19.♘f6+ ♘xf6 20.exf6 e5 21.♗e4! exf4 22.♔g2!, the arrival of the rook on the h-file is decisive.
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18.♘f6+!

The second thematic sacrifice in this variation.

18…♗xf6

18…gxf6 19.exf6 e5 20.♕h6 ♘e6 21.♗e4, and it is mate in a few moves.

19.exf6 e5 20.♗d5! ♖e8

Black is lost in all variations:

A) 20…exf4 21.♖e7! (a pretty interception) 21…♘xe7 22.♗xf7#;

B) 20…♖d8 21.♔g2! (to play ♖h1) 21…♘b4 22.♗xb7 ♕xb7+ 23.f3, and ♖h1 can no longer be parried;

C) 20…♕d7 21.fxg7 ♘g6 22.♕xg6 ♕xd5 23.♕h6+–.

21.g6

Taking advantage of the pin on the f7-pawn.

21…♘d8 22.gxf7+

And Black resigned in view of 22…♘xf7 23.♕g5 g6 24.♕h6.


Game 51

Mathilde Congiu1820

Alexander Chiu2020

Saint-Lô jr 2001 (1)



This game was played in the 1st round of the Saint-Lô International Open for juniors between the French under-12 girls and under-12 boys champions, who both combined this with the French Junior team training camp. Chance paired them together in the very first round (the festival of Saint-Lô attracts several hundred participants each year).

1.e4 e6 2.d3

During the training session, Mathilde and the girls from the French team had been treated to a lecture on the King’s Indian Attack, which the boys had not attended, as they had worked on another theme. It should not be inferred, of course, that the King’s Indian Attack is more an opening for girls than for boys. In any case, here was the ideal opportunity for the French girls’ champion to apply what she had learned during the course, and what is more, against her male counterpart.

2…d5 3.♘d2 ♘f6 4.♘gf3 c5 5.g3 ♘c6 6.♗g2 ♗e7 7.0-0 0-0 8.♖e1 b6?!

Not the most active move, as we have seen in the Dvoretsky-Damsky game, which had been specifically studied in the course, but Alexander did not know…

9.e5!

Here we go!

9…♘d7 10.♘f1 ♕c7 11.♗f4 ♗b7 12.h4
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Exactly the same position as in the Dvoretsky-Damsky game.

12…♖fd8

Black wants to leave the f8-square for his knight to try to strengthen his kingside.

13.♘1h2 ♘f8 14.♘g5

White conducts her attack according to the most classical schemes.

14.h5!?, to play h5-h6 and weaken the kingside dark squares, is the other interesting attacking possibility. An alternative that was perhaps stronger here, insofar as the f8-knight will hinder the bishop from coming to defend the dark squares.

14…h6

If 14…♗xg5, White can either recapture with the h-pawn, with a similar continuation to that of the game (without the piece less!), or with the bishop, with ideas based on ♕h5 and ♗f6. A theme to be found in Game 53.

[image: image]

15.♕h5!?

A first thematic and very intuitive sacrifice. Mathilde blindly trusts the coach, who had said during the course that one could sacrifice the knight in (almost!) all positions (sic!). As we shall see, this sacrifice was not completely correct, however, and it cannot withstand a rigorous defence conducted by an analysis engine. However, we must put this in context: this game was played by two children of twelve years old (one of whom had an Elo of over 2000 all the same), in limited time, and obviously without the aid of a computer. If we admit that the sacrifice was not correct (and that chess is not poker!), the right move was to wisely retreat the knight to h3, arguing that she had at least provoked the move …h7-h6, which represents a weakness. White could then have played ♕h5, followed by ♘g4 and the threat of a sacrifice on h6. With good attacking possibilities, in any case, while Black’s counterplay on the queenside won’t take shape for a long time.

15…hxg5

Of course, Black has no choice and must accept the challenge. All the more so since the f7-pawn was attacked, and White threatened to play ♘g4 anyway, followed by the sacrifice on h6.

16.hxg5

Just as we saw in the previous game, White will try to play ♗f3, followed by ♔g2, to get a rook to the h-file.

16…♘d4 17.♘g4 ♘f5

Black wisely brings a piece back to defend. The overly greedy 17…♘xc2? offered White some great attacking chances:
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18.♘f6+! (already with a piece less and two rooks attacked, White can no longer hesitate) and now:

A) Taking with the pawn lost immediately: 18…gxf6? 19.exf6 (once more we see the problems – for Black! – of having the queen on the same diagonal as the opposing bishop) 19…e5 (to give the e6-square to the knight to protect g7) 20.♖xe5 ♗d6 21.♕h6 ♘e6 22.g6 fxg6 23.♕xg6+ ♘g7 24.♖h5!, and the penetration – of the queen or the rook – on h7 is decisive;

B) 18…♗xf6 19.exf6 ♕d7 20.fxg7 ♘h7 (20…♘g6 21.♗e5! followed by 22.♕h8+) 21.♗e5 ♘xa1 (21…♘xe1 22.♖xe1) 22.♖e3!! (with the idea of bringing the rook to the h-file after g3-g4) 22…♘c2 (22…d4 23.♗e4!+–; the e4-square!) 23.♖f3!. The rook twists to get to the h-file. It will achieve this via f4 or f6. White therefore has a very strong attack, and it is unnecessary to burden our discussion by attempting to exhaustively analyse all the variations. One point is certain: for a player who is not a grandmaster the defence will be very difficult at the board, and with limited time.

Returning to the game after 17…♘f5:
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18.♘f6+!?

The same story as at White’s 15th move … except that this time, it seems difficult to go back.

18…gxf6 19.exf6?!

Perfectly logically, White wants to take advantage of the vis-a-vis bishop/queen, but at least 19.gxf6 had the merit of recovering one of the two sacrificed pieces while retaining some attacking possibilities: 19…♘g6 (19…d4? 20.♗e4! ♗xe4 21.dxe4 ♘g7; an original position, to say the least, where two black pieces are – voluntarily! – forked by the f6-pawn! 22.♕h6 ♘e8 23.♔g2 with a very strong attack) 20.fxe7 ♘fxe7 21.♗g5 with a very difficult position to play for both sides (especially for children of 12), and even to analyse. With ♗f6 on the next move, White has a strong initiative that certainly compensates the piece less. All the more so since she still has the possibility of ♗f3 and ♔g2 to bring the rook to h1 in reserve.

19…♗d6 20.♗h3!

With the idea of eliminating the f5-knight and going to mate on g7.

20…♖d7?!

Black wanted to avoid an invasion on e7 after the exchange on f5. 20…♗xf4 was insufficient: 21.♗xf5! exf5 22.♖e7 ♕xe7 23.fxe7 (Black has been forced to give up the queen and he will lose a rook as well) 23…♗e5 24.exd8♕ ♖xd8[image: images].

20…♘g7! was the only move that probably refuted White’s enthusiastic attack, but it must be recognized that it is a move which was difficult to find at the chessboard: 21.fxg7 (21.♕h6 ♘e8–+; the two knights defend all the important squares around the black king) 21…♔xg7 22.♕h6+ ♔g8, and White has no direct means to strengthen her attack.

21.♗xf5 exf5 22.♔g2?!

To bring the rook to the h-file, but White forgot one small detail.

22.♕h6! won very cleanly: 22…♘e6 23.g6 fxg6 24.♖xe6 ♗xf4 25.♕xg6+ ♔f8 26.♖ae1 ♖f7 27.♕h5+–.

22…♗xf4??

22…d4+! – see the game continuation…
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23.♖h1?

23.d4!! would have prevented the game continuation and won brilliantly. Black is powerless against 24.♖h1.

23…d4+ 24.f3 ♗xf3+

No choice, otherwise it’s mate.

25.♔xf3 ♕c6+ 26.♔f2 ♗e3+ 27.♔f1 ♕xh1+

The only move, once again, to prevent the mate.

28.♕xh1 ♖e8 29.♕h5 f4! 30.♔g2?

White is very single-minded and wants to bring the other rook to the h-file, but she had to settle for 30.♕h6! ♘e6 31.g6 fxg6 32.♕xg6+ ♔f8 33.♕h6+ ♔g8, with a perpetual check that would have been a (nearly) logical conclusion to this eventful game.
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30…fxg3??

After so much excitement, and in great zeitnot, Black cracks up just when he had victory within reach: 30…f3+!! 31.♔xf3 ♖d5! 32.♖h1 ♖f5+ 33.♔g2 ♖f2+ 34.♔h3 (34.♔g1 ♖xf6+ 35.♔g2 ♖f2+ 36.♔g1 ♖xc2+ 37.♔f1 ♘g6–+) 34…♖e5!–+. The unfortunate white king, who could not be more badly placed, obstructs the h-file.

31.♖h1

1-0

The rook finally comes to h1, and White is rewarded for her efforts: mate is unstoppable. A rather extraordinary game. As stated above, it is not a question of thoroughly analysing all the consequences of the various sacrifices (nor is it possible!). These few variations, which are obviously not to be learned by heart, are just meant to show the typical ideas of the King’s Indian Attack, and to prove its rich combinational potential. This is indisputable.


Game 52

Robert Fischer

Lhamsuren Myagmarsuren

Sousse izt 1967 (3)



Difficult to discover the King’s Indian Attack without studying a game from Bobby Fischer. Indeed, the American World Champion brought respectability to this system, especially against the French Defence. Strangely, this game is not among those chosen by Fischer in his famous book My 60 Memorable Games. Yet it has gone down in history thanks to the magnificent final combination.

1.e4 e6 2.d3 d5 3.♘d2 ♘f6 4.g3 c5 5.♗g2 ♘c6 6.♘gf3 ♗e7 7.0-0 0-0 8.e5 ♘d7 9.♖e1 b5

Better than …b7-b6, played in the previous two games.

10.♘f1 b4 11.h4 a5 12.♗f4 a4
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13.a3!?

A move which does not get unanimous approval, that is the least you can say. Of the 154 games in Megabase with this position on the 12th move, only 85 saw White play 13.a3. It is often said, especially to beginners, that we must avoid playing pawn moves on the side where we are being attacked. However, if the move is recommended by Fischer it can only be good, one could reply, regardless of the fact that it allows Black to open the b-file and immediately get counterplay on the queenside. Fischer considered that this is less serious than allowing Black to play …a4-a3 himself. After the response b2-b3, Black could then try to take advantage of the hole on c3 by …♘a7-b5 or else install a knight on the d4-square without it being driven back by c2-c3.

13…bxa3 14.bxa3 ♘a5 15.♘e3

The knight could also pass by h2.

15…♗a6 16.♗h3

White prevents the move …f7-f6, and himself prepares 17.♘g5, with threats of sacrifices on e6.

16.♘g5 was also possible immediately, and if 16…h6, White had two promising continuations:

A) 17.♕h5 (as in the game Congiu-Chiu) 17…hxg5 18.hxg5 with compensation and the attacking possibilities that we already know;

B) 17.♘xe6 fxe6 18.♕g4, with a double threat on the h6-pawn and on the e6-pawn.

16…d4

Always a double-edged move. Black gets the d5-square, certainly, but offers the one on e4 to White, and that on e4 is certainly more important, as we will see again in this game.

17.♘f1

A slightly weird retreat at first sight, but ♘g4 would have blocked the path of the queen, and Fischer plans to redeploy the knight to e4 via d2.

17…♘b6 18.♘g5

The classic attacking position for the King’s Indian Attack.
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18…♘d5 19.♗d2 ♗xg5

19…h6? 20.♘xe6 fxe6 21.♗xe6+ ♔h8 22.♗xa5 ♕xa5 23.♗xd5+–.

20.♗xg5

Taking with the pawn was also possible, but by recapturing with the bishop Fischer already has the idea of his 23rd move in mind.

20…♕d7 21.♕h5 ♖fc8 22.♘d2

Towards the e4-square!

22…♘c3

The poor black knight cannot defend both the f6- and e4-squares at the same time.
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23.♗f6!

A thematic combination in the King’s Indian Attack, notably to be found in the following game.

23…♕e8

The bishop could not be taken: 23…gxf6 24.exf6 ♔h8 (a check on g5, followed by mate, was threatened) 25.♗f5! exf5 26.♖e7+–.

24.♘e4 g6

The dark squares are now fatally weakened.

25.♕g5 ♘xe4 26.♖xe4

White still has the e4-square for his pieces! The rook will be able to pass over to the kingside.

26…c4 27.h5! cxd3 28.♖h4 ♖a7

To defend the h7-square after the exchange on g6.

28…dxc2 29.hxg6 c1♕+ 30.♖xc1 ♖xc1+ 31.♔h2 fxg6 32.♖xh7!! ♔xh7 33.♕h4+ ♔g8 34.♕h8+ ♔f7 35.♕g7#.

29.♗g2!!

With a fiendish threat…

29…dxc2

… that Black fails to see. The counterplay on the c-file has reached its climax, and Black seems to be holding the position on the kingside thanks to the a7-rook (which defends the h7-square after the exchange on g6) and the queen (which is ready to plug the dark-squared holes via the f8-square). Nevertheless, Fischer had obviously planned everything.

29…♕f8 would not have saved Black: 30.♗e4 dxc2 31.hxg6 fxg6 32.♗xg6 hxg6 33.♖h8+ ♔f7 34.♖h7+ ♔e8 35.♖xa7+–.

30.♕h6 ♕f8

30…c1♕+ 31.♖xc1 ♖xc1+ 32.♔h2 and White is winning.
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31.♕xh7+!!

1-0

It’s mate after 31…♔xh7 32.hxg6+ ♔xg6 (32…♔g8 33.♖h8#) 33.♗e4#.


Game 53

Gregory Kaidanov2625

Friso Nijboer2525

Elista ol 1998 (5)



1.e4 e6

The move order has been slightly modified and tailored to our discussion. In fact, the game began as a Sicilian after 1.e4 c5 2.♘f3 e6 3.d3 ♘c6 4.g3, before transposing into a French by 4…d5.

2.d3 d5 3.♘d2 c5 4.♘gf3 ♘f6 5.g3 ♘c6 6.♗g2 ♗e7 7.0-0 0-0 8.♖e1 b5 9.e5 ♘d7 10.♘f1 a5 11.h4 b4 12.♗f4

White can also immediately play 12.♘1h2, and possibly wait for Black to put his queen on c7 before replying 13.♗f4.

12…a4 13.a3!?

Fischer’s move.

13…♗a6 14.♘1h2!

White continues the development of his attack without worrying about the a4-pawn that he could have won after 14.axb4?! cxb4 15.♖xa4. However, Black would have obtained some compensation after 15…♘c5 16.♖a1 b3.

14…c4

Quite naturally, Black looks to open lines on the queenside as quickly as possible.

15.d4 c3! 16.bxc3 bxc3 17.♘g5

[image: image]

17…♘b6?

It was necessary to kick the knight immediately: 17…h6!. This time the overly speculative 18.♕h5? did not work because of 18…hxg5 19.hxg5 ♘xd4 20.♘g4, and the move 20…♗e2! puts an abrupt end to White’s hopes. White therefore had to settle for retreating to h3 and trying to prepare the sacrifice on h6 after ♘g4. The pressure on the d4-pawn is, however, quite unpleasant and prevents the queen from immediately going to h5.

18.♕h5 ♗xg5

It is now too late for 18…h6: 19.♘g4! (obviously!) 19…hxg5 20.hxg5 and now:

A) 20…♘xd4

[image: image]

21.♘f6+! gxf6 22.gxf6 ♗xf6 23.exf6 ♕xf6 24.♗e5+–;

B) 20…g6 21.♕h6 ♘xd4 22.♘f6+ ♗xf6 23.gxf6 ♘f5 24.♕h3, and White wins after the move g3-g4, which will allow the queen to return to h6 and the e1-rook to go to h3 via e3.

19.♗xg5!

With the same idea as Fischer in the previous game.

19…♕e8

Black threatens to play 20…f5 and White will be unable to take en passant, as his queen will be attacked. Pay attention to this defence!

[image: image]

20.♗f6!!

The classic sacrifice that just arrived in time to prevent the move 20…f5.

20…♘xd4

Capturing the bishop was not better: 20…gxf6 21.♘g4! ♘d7 22.♗xd5! (to open the e-file) 22…exd5 23.exf6, and Black loses the queen because of the threat of mate in two moves.

21.♘g4 ♘f5 22.♕g5

Threatening 23.♗xg7, followed by 24.♘f6+.

22…♔h8

[image: image]

23.♗xg7+! ♘xg7 24.♘f6 ♕d8 25.♕h6

Black is obliged to give up the queen to avoid mate. He could have resigned here.

25…♕xf6 26.♕xf6 ♖ae8 27.g4 ♘d7 28.♕f4 ♗c4 29.h5 ♖c8 30.♖ab1 f5 31.exf6

Black resigned.


Game 54

Karel van der Weide2375

Friso Nijboer2605

Hoogeveen 1997 (6)



1.e4 c5 2.♘f3 e6 3.d3 d5

Here again, as in the previous game, the opening began as a Sicilian before transposing into a French.

4.♘bd2 ♘f6 5.g3 ♗e7 6.♗g2 ♘c6 7.0-0 0-0 8.♖e1 b5 9.e5 ♘d7 10.♘f1 a5 11.h4 a4 12.♘1h2 b4 13.♗f4

[image: image]

White tries to do without Fischer’s move 13.a3.

More than for its theoretical value, since it is agreed that it is better to play a2-a3, this game is interesting for at least two reasons. Already for the numerous thematic King’s Indian Attack combinations that will be implemented. In addition, because it demonstrates that the defence is difficult for Black in the main variation, even for a GM of over 2600 Elo against an opponent with more than 200 points less.

13…♖a6

Black can obviously play 13…a3 as indicated in the notes to the Fischer-Miagmarsuren game.

14.♗h3

Just as in the above-mentioned game of Fischer, this move is often useful to apply pressure against the e6-pawn, and as a result, discourage the move …f7-f6.

14…b3

Black eventually chooses a method other than …a4-a3 to attack on the queenside.

15.cxb3 ♕b6 16.♘g5

16.bxa4 ♕xb2 would give Black too much play.

16…axb3

As usual when White has just played ♘g5, …h7-h6 is the critical move. However, this time it was bad because of 17.♘xf7! ♖xf7 18.♗xe6, which gives White the advantage.

17.♕h5 ♗xg5

On 17…h6, 18.♘xf7 had even more force than on the previous move.

18.hxg5

[image: image]

Here, White has chosen to recapture with the h-pawn rather than with the bishop. With the classic plan in mind: ♘g4, followed by a possible sacrifice on f6, then ♔g2 and bring the rook to h1.

18…♖xa2

18…bxa2 would have allowed White to conduct his attack very classically: 19.♘g4 and now:

A) 19…♕xb2 shows the extent of White’s potential attack: 20.♘f6+!! gxf6 (20…♘xf6 21.gxf6 gxf6 22.♕g4+ ♔h8 23.♕h4 fxe5 24.♕f6+ ♔g8 25.♗h6+–) 21.gxf6 ♔h8 22.♔g2! ♘cxe5 23.♕h6 ♖g8

[image: image]

24.♗f5!!, with the very pretty idea 24…exf5 25.♕xh7+! ♔xh7 26.♖h1+ ♔g6 27.♖h6#;

B) 19…♕d8 (to try to return to the defence) 20.♔g2! (the usual plan for getting the rook to the h-file when it is open) 20…♘b4 21.♘f6+!! gxf6 22.♖h1, and the menace of ♗xe6 is decisive.

19.♘g4 ♔h8

A) 19…♖xb2 20.♘f6+! (as usual!) 20…gxf6 21.gxf6 ♔h8 22.♔g2 c4 23.♗e3 d4 24.♗f5!+–;

B) 19…♗a6 20.♖ad1 ♖xb2 21.♔g2 ♘b4 22.♘f6+ ♘xf6 23.gxf6 ♗xd3 (to try to get to g6) 24.♖xd3! ♘xd3 25.♕g5 ♖xf2+ 26.♔h1+–.

20.♔g2! ♖xa1 21.♖xa1 ♗a6

[image: image]

22.♘f6!!

As expected – threatening mate on h7 and attacking the d7-knight.

22…♗xd3

The other moves were no more satisfactory:

A) 22…gxf6

[image: image]

23.♗f5! (opens the h-file with gain of time), followed by 24.♖h1;

B) 22…♘xf6 23.gxf6 ♗xd3 24.fxg7+ ♔xg7 25.♗h6+ ♔g8 26.♕g5+ ♗g6 27.♕f6+–.

23.♘xd7 ♗e4+ 24.f3 ♗g6 25.♕xg6 ♕d8 26.♕h5 ♕xd7 27.♖h1

White now has a material advantage plus the attack. This is enough to score the full point, even against a player with a 2600 Elo.

27…h6

27…g6 28.♕xh7+! ♔xh7 29.♗xe6++–.

28.g6 fxg6 29.♕xg6 ♘d4 30.♗xh6 ♔g8 31.♗e3 ♕f7 32.♕xf7+ ♔xf7 33.♗xd4 cxd4 34.♖c1 d3 35.♔f2 ♔e7 36.♖c7+ ♔d8 37.♖c3 ♖h8 38.♗xe6 ♖h2+ 39.♔e3 ♖xb2 40.♖xd3 ♖b1 41.♗xd5

1-0

Often in this main variation of the King’s Indian Attack, Black may have the idea of playing …f7-f6, to give himself a little air. The intention is good, but if poorly realized this idea can have detrimental consequences. Admittedly, Black eliminates the dangerous e5-pawn, and thus reduces the white attacking potential on the kingside, but he risks jumping out of the frying pan and into the fire by giving himself a positional disadvantage. After the exchange on f6, the e6-pawn finds itself weakened on the semi-open e-file, on which the white rook is already stationed. Let us see this in a game that pits two of the biggest French under-10 hopes together, respectively our national champion and the runner-up.


Game 55

Theo Ciccoli1775

Alexandre Bacrot1682

France 2014



1.g3

Many move orders are possible to reach the King’s Indian Attack. Of course, in our repertoire we recommend playing 1.e4 and to only play it against the French Defence. At least at first.

1…♘f6 2.♗g2 d5 3.♘f3 e6 4.0-0 ♗e7 5.d3 0-0 6.♘bd2 c5 7.♖e1 ♘c6 8.e4

We finally get to our usual position on the 8th move.

[image: image]

8…d4

After beginning with a neutral move (1.g3), the game transposed into a French when White played 8.e4, and now we find ourselves in… a King’s Indian Defence reversed. This just goes to show that nothing is fixed, and there are many walkways that let you move from one opening to another in the same game.

I must say a word (and even several) about the exchange on e4 that occurs quite frequently from players who have little experience of the opening.

After 8…dxe4 9.dxe4,

[image: image]

Black is forced to play 9…e5, as if not White will play it himself and retain the same attacking opportunities on the kingside, thanks to his e5-pawn, while having gained the important e4-square on the way.

After the move c2-c3 from White, which will happen at one time or another, we then get the following pawn structure, which seems almost symmetrical.

[image: image]

Symmetrical, indeed, but certainly not equal. White has the d5-square, which cannot be challenged by a pawn, while Black does not have the equivalent on d4. In this pawn structure (with pieces on, needless to say!), White has a relatively simple plan. He will abandon his attack on the kingside (the pawn structure is no longer appropriate) and will manoeuvre to occupy d5, by playing, for example, ♘d2-f1(c4)-e3-d5 or ♗f1-c4 (the light-squared bishop no longer has much to do on the h1-a8 diagonal). An exchange on d5 could allow White to recapture with the pawn and to create a passed pawn that can then be supported by c3-c4. This would prove to be an important asset in all endgames. Occupation of the d5-square certainly does not ensure victory by itself, but it gives White a good positional advantage, particularly since Black has nothing whatsoever to oppose it as long as the c3-pawn defends the d4-square.

Now back to the game.

9.e5

Of course! Otherwise Black plays …e6-e5 himself, and the position becomes a King’s Indian Defence with colours reversed. White’s one or two extra tempi then have little value, firstly because the rook has nothing more to do on e1 (it should be on f1 to support the f2-f4 break). Here, best may be 9…♘d5.

9…♘d7

Now we have a classic King’s Indian Attack position in which Black has played the move …d5-d4, which, as we know, is rather unfavourable (the e4-square is stronger than the d5-square!).

10.h4?!

It would obviously have been more accurate to play 10.♘f1 first, in order to answer ♗f4 to …♕c7.

10…♕c7 11.♘f1 ♖d8?!

Black can take advantage of White’s inaccuracy with 11…♘dxe5 12.♘xe5 ♘xe5 13.♖xe5 ♕xe5, and White has nothing better than a repetition of moves, if he does not want to play with a pawn less: 14.♗f4 ♕f5 (14…♕f6? 15.♗g5) 15.♗e4 ♕h3 16.♗g2=.

12.♘1h2?!

He had to play 12.♗f4, which protected the e5-pawn and prevented …f7-f6 because of the opposition bishop/queen.

[image: image]

12…f6?

Black could again take the pawn and force White to repeat.

13.exf6 ♗xf6

There we are. Black now has a backward (and therefore weak) pawn on the e-file. White has a small positional advantage.

14.♘g4

It wasn’t possible to take the pawn immediately: 14.♖xe6 ♘de5!, and White is obliged to give up the exchange.

14…e5

Whether it is on e6 or e5, the pawn remains backward, and therefore always weak. On top of that, White has the beautiful square on e4.

15.♘xf6+?!

It made more sense to increase the pressure on the e5-pawn: 15.♕e2 ♖e8 16.♗f4!.

[image: image]

A somewhat original position. The e5-pawn is at the centre of all the attention, 5 times attacked, and 5 times defended. White cannot add an extra attacker for the moment, but Black, for his part, is tied to the defence of the pawn and can undertake nothing. White could then use the e4-square to manoeuvre, or exchange on f6, forcing a recapture by the g-pawn, and then try to take advantage of the weakening of the black king position.

15…♘xf6 16.♗g5 ♖f8 17.♗xf6 ♖xf6 18.♘g5

White still has the small advantage of the e4-square and, above all, Black does not have any counterplay on the horizon.

18…♖f8?

The tactical blunder that always occurs more easily in a strategically inferior position.

After 18…♗f5 White would only have had the e4-square to get his teeth into for the time being, which is just enough for a small advantage.

19.♗d5+ ♔h8
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20.♘xh7! g6

20…♔xh7?? 21.♕h5#.

After 20…♖f5 (to prevent 21.♕h5) 21.♘g5 (renewing the threat!) 21…g6 22.♗e4 ♖f6 23.♗xg6!, White wins a second pawn, since 23…♖xg6 24.♕h5+ ♔g7 25.♕h7+ loses the queen.

21.♘xf8

1-0

II. Black develops his king’s bishop to g7

Black sometimes chooses to develop his knight to e7 and fianchetto his dark-squared bishop in order to strengthen his king’s future home. Faced with this system White’s plan remains substantially the same, and the attack on the kingside can sometimes even be enhanced due to the weakness caused by the fianchetto (the f6 and h6-squares can become fragile).

Let us find the eminent coach Dvoretsky again with white in this game, and see how he does it.


Game 56

Mark Dvoretsky2525

Elizbar Ubilava2430

Tbilisi 1979



1.e4 c5 2.♘f3 e6 3.d3 d5

After a brief detour via a Sicilian, here we are back in our usual French.

4.♘bd2 ♘c6 5.g3 g6 6.♗g2 ♗g7 7.0-0 ♘ge7 8.♖e1 0-0?!

[image: image]

Black gives the address of his king too early. It would have been more prudent to wait by playing 8…b6!, thus keeping the possibility of castling queenside. Now:

A) 9.e5?! is premature – be careful not to play this move too soon when Black has not yet castled kingside. The counterattack on the e5-pawn could be unpleasant: 9…♕c7 10.♕e2 h6! (as Black has not yet castled he can afford to play …g5-g4 in order to dislodge a defender of the e5-pawn) 11.h4 g5! 12.hxg5 hxg5 13.♘xg5 ♕xe5! 14.♕xe5 ♗xe5![image: images]. Trading his g-pawn against White’s e-pawn gives Black a better position;

B) 9.c3 ♗b7 10.♘f1 h6 11.h4, and Black must very well decide to castle on one side or on the other. If he castles kingside, the move e4-e5 will be strong and play can proceed as in the present game. If Black opts for queenside castling, play will take a quite different course and will follow that of the next game.

9.e5!

Here we go! White projects his standard plan of attack on the kingside: ♘f1, h2-h4, ♗f4, ♘h2-g4. A plan that may be even stronger than in the main line seen previously with the bishop on e7, as here the kingside dark squares (f6 and h6) have been weakened by the fianchetto.

9…♕c7 10.♕e2 a5 11.h4

[image: image]

Faced with the advance of the h-pawn, Black has three options:

A) 11…h5 is the most radical, to halt the advance of the h-pawn, but also the most weakening. White will prepare (and realize!) the g3-g4 breakthrough that will easily be supported by the h2-knight;

B) Do nothing, to avoid further weakening, and quickly initiate counterplay on the other wing. White continues in the most conventional manner. The knight on g4 and the bishop on f4 will put pressure on the dark squares. Pressure that may be strengthened by the move ♕d2 (or ♕e3). White will furthermore play h4-h5 (possibly even without preparation) and exchange on g6 to create new weaknesses. The recapture with the f-pawn would weaken the e6-pawn, and the recapture with the h-pawn (more natural in terms of the pawn structure) would allow a strong attack after ♘g5 and the passage of the queen to the h-file via g4 and h4;

C) 11…h6, to answer …g6-g5 to h4-h5 and try to keep the kingside closed. This is the game continuation.

11…h6 12.♘f1 a4 13.a3

Fisher’s move in such positions (and therefore Dvoretsky’s as well).

13…b5 14.♘1h2 b4 15.♗f4 ♔h7

The pawn on h6 is a target of attack, of course. It can be attacked three times: by the bishop, the knight on g4, and the queen on d2 or e3. Black must therefore also find three defenders.

16.♘g4 ♘g8

[image: image]

17.c4!?

A recurring move in the King’s Indian Attack, to try to gain control of the e4-square!

17.♘f6+! was already strong because of the usual vis-a-vis ♗f4/♕c7: 17…♔h8 18.♕e3, and the h6-pawn is a real source of concern for Black.

17…bxc3 18.bxc3 ♗a6 19.c4!

White strikes again. The e4-square will eventually fall into his hands. We already know that this is a considerable plus for the purpose of a kingside attack.

19…dxc4 20.dxc4 ♖ab8 21.h5!

White decides to force matters. Before playing this move it goes without saying that he had to reckon with the possible black response …g6-g5.

21…♔h8

On 21…g5, White had planned to sacrifice a piece: 22.♗xg5! hxg5 23.♕e4+ (we thought that the e4-square would eventually play a role) 23…♔h8 24.♘xg5 f5 (the only move to parry the mate) 25.exf6 ♘xf6 26.♕g6!, and the move h5-h6 will be decisive.

22.hxg6 fxg6

[image: image]

There we go! The exchange …fxg6 has weakened the pawns on g6, h6 and e6. White now has a big positional advantage.

23.♘f6

23.♘h4! was the best way to immediately put a finger on the weak point, in other words the g6-pawn: 23…♘ce7 (23…g5? 24.♘g6+) 24.♕c2 ♔h7 (no other way to defend the g6-pawn) 25.♘f6++–.

23…♘ge7?

He had to play 23…♘d4 to try to exchange the f3-knight.

24.♖ad1

24.♘h4! g5 25.♕c2+–.

24…♖bd8 25.♖d6 ♗b7 26.♖xe6 ♘d4 27.♘xd4 cxd4 28.♕d3 ♗xg2 29.♔xg2 ♖f7 30.♖h1

Like his teammate on g6, the h6-pawn is still just as weak.

30…♘f5 31.g4 ♕b7+ 32.♔g1 ♘e3 33.♗xe3 ♕f3 34.♕xg6

It is finally the g6-pawn that falls first…

34…♗xf6 35.♖xh6+

… and its fall is immediately followed by that of its colleague. Black resigned.

III. Black castles queenside

In view of all the attacks on Black’s kingside that we have observed, he may be tempted – and with good reason – to castle queenside. The game then takes a quite different course. With opposite-side castling the facts are clear: it’s a sprint to open lines against the opposing king, and the first to arrive wins.

The positions are balanced, with chances to both sides, but White’s may be the easier to play between players who are not grandmasters (or even masters…). Indeed, White has more levers to open lines on the queenside (b2-b4, a4-a5 or even c2-c4), while Black only has the move …h5-h4, and can therefore only pass by the h-file.

In many positions the g2-bishop is also found to be a particularly strong defender.


Game 57

Romaric Mathieu1980

Abaz Serani1640

France 2004



1.e4 e6 2.d3 d5 3.♘d2 c5 4.♘gf3 ♘c6 5.g3 ♘f6 6.♗g2 ♗e7 7.0-0 b6 8.♖e1 ♗b7 9.c3

As we have seen in the notes to the previous game, White should not rush to play e4-e5 while Black has not yet castled. The latter could gain counterplay against the e5-pawn by a rapid …g7-g5: 9.e5?! ♘d7 10.♘f1 ♕c7 (or even 10…g5 immediately, threatening …g5-g4) 11.♗f4 h6, and the threat of …g7-g5 is winning.

9…♕c7 10.♕e2 0-0-0

[image: image]

11.a3

The stage is set. There is no time to lose. Both sides should try to open lines against the opponent’s king as quickly as possible.

11…h6 12.e5

White stabilizes the centre. The e5-pawn can easily be defended by d3-d4, if need be, while as for Black, he can hardly afford to open the c-file by exchanging on d4.

12…♘d7 13.b4 g5 14.bxc5 ♗xc5?!

14…bxc5! would have been better, but it is understandable that Black was reluctant to fully open the b-file.

15.d4 ♗e7 16.a4 h5 17.♗a3 ♗xa3 18.♖xa3 ♖dg8 19.♘b3 h4

19…a5 had the merit of blocking the a4-pawn, and thus preventing the opening of the a-file. However, after ♖c1, followed by c3-c4, the open c-file, together with the half-open b-file, would have offered the better chances to White.

20.a5

[image: image]

It is a race to open up lines! White’s attack is more dangerous because besides the a-file he can also open the c-file (after c3-c4), while Black can only take advantage of the h-file.

20…hxg3 21.hxg3 ♖h6 22.axb6 axb6 23.c4!

The 2nd pawn break, which will decide the game.

23…dxc4 24.♕xc4 ♘e7 25.♕b4 ♘d5 26.♕d2

With a double threat: the g5-pawn and the pin on the c-file.

26…♔b8 27.♖ea1

Of course, White is not interested in the g5-pawn.

27…♕d8 28.♕a2

[image: image]

With the threat 29.♖a8+, which wins the queen or mates in two moves.

28…♘c7 29.♖a7

With the threat this time to take on b7 and open the diagonal for the g2-bishop, who will thus participate in the fun.

29…♗d5 30.♘xg5!

White finally takes the pawn, even though it is defended twice.

The idea is, of course, to exchange the light-squared bishop that defends the a8-square.

30…♕xg5

30…♗xg2 31.♔xg2, and as in the game, Black can do nothing against the threat of 32.♖a8+.

31.♗xd5 exd5 32.♖a8+ ♔b7

32…♘xa8 33.♕xa8+ ♔c7 34.♖a7#.

33.♕a7+ ♔c6 34.♖xg8

34.♖c1+?? ♕xc1+ 35.♘xc1 ♖xa8, and the white queen is trapped.

34…♕xg8

34…♕h5 would threaten mate in one move, certainly, but White gets there first. Provided, however, that he is precise with the final execution: 35.♘a5+! bxa5 36.♖c1+ ♔b5 37.♖b8+! ♘xb8 38.♖c5+ ♔b4 39.♕xa5+ ♔b3 40.♕c3+ ♔a2 41.♖a5+ ♔b1 42.♖a1#. An original mating position. Black also threatened mate in one move, but never had the time to play it.

[image: image]

35.♘a5+! bxa5 36.♖c1+

We see that the a- and c files have both played an important role.

36…♔b5 37.♖b1+

And the b-file too.

37…♔c4 38.♕xc7+ ♔xd4 39.♖d1+ ♔e4 40.e6

Black resigned.

Besides the attack on the knight, the threat is above all 41.♕f4 mate.



Exerice 37

[image: image]

White to move. Easy, if you have read the chapter before moving on to the exercises.



Solution 37

[image: image]

15.♕h5!

The King’s Indian Attack classic. White now threatens 16.♘g4 followed by the sacrifice on f6.

(See Game 50, Dvoretsky-Damsky)



Exerice 38

[image: image]

White to move. Still as easy as the previous diagram… if you have read the chapter…



Solution 38

[image: image]

18.♘f6+!

The second classic sacrifice from the King’s Indian Attack.

(See Game 50, Dvoretsky-Damsky)



Exerice 39

[image: image]

White to play and win by force.



Solution 39

[image: image]

32.♖xh7! ♔xh7 33.♕h4+ ♔g8 34.♕h8+ ♔f7 35.♕g7#

(See Game 52, Fischer-Myagmarsuren)



Exerice 40

[image: image]

White to play and mate in three moves.



Solution 40

[image: image]

31.♕xh7+!! ♔xh7 32.hxg6+ ♔xg6

32…♔g8 33.♖h8#.

33.♗e4#

(See Game 52, Fischer-Myagmarsuren)



Exerice 41

[image: image]

How does White continue his attack?



Solution 41

[image: image]

20.♗f6! gxf6 21.♘g4 ♘d7 22.♗xd5! exd5 23.exf6

Attacks the queen and threatens mate.

(See Game 53, Kaidanov-Nijboer)



Exerice 42

[image: image]

The position is similar to the previous diagram. Is White’s onslaught conducted in much the same way?



Solution 42

[image: image]

23.♗f6! gxf6 24.exf6

Threat 25.♕g5+.

24…♔h8 25.♘f3

With the threat, this time, of 26.♘g5.

(See Game 52, Fischer-Myagmarsuren)



Exerice 43

[image: image]

White wins a pawn… at least.



Solution 43

[image: image]

20.♘xh7! ♔xh7 21.♕h5#

(See Game 55, Ciccoli-Bacrot)



Exerice 44

[image: image]

Black threatens to capture the f6-pawn with the knight and thus protect h7. Does White have time to take advantage of the h-file?



Solution 44

[image: image]

25.♕xh7+!! ♔xh7 26.♖h1+ ♔g6 27.♖h6#

(See Game 54, Van der Weide-Nijboer)



Exerice 45

[image: image]

White goes to the execution.



Solution 45

[image: image]

23.♗xg7+! ♘xg7 24.♘f6

Attacks the queen and threatens 25.♕h6.

(See Game 53, Kaidanov-Nijboer)



Exerice 46

[image: image]

White to move. The chorus is well known, but the music is a little different.



Solution 46

[image: image]

22.♘f6! gxf6 23.♗f5!!

To open the h-file with gain of time.

23…exf5 24.♖h1+–

(See Game 54, Van der Weide-Nijboer)



Exerice 47

[image: image]

How can White take advantage of the g7-pawn?



Solution 47

[image: image]

21.♗e5!

The threat of 22.♕h6 is decisive.

(See Game 51, Congiu-Chiu)



Exerice 48

[image: image]

Black has just captured on f4. How does White continue his attack?



Solution 48

[image: image]

23.d4!!+–

To play 24.♖h1. 23.♖h1? d4+ 24.f3 ♗xf3+ is unclear.

(See Game 51, Congiu-Chiu)





Chapter 6

Harangue the Dragon!
 The St. George Attack against the Pirc and the Modern (King’s Fianchetto)

The Pirc Defence, named after the Yugoslav player Vasja Pirc from the middle of the 20th century, and its very close cousin the Modern Defence, are quite popular among club players, and especially with beginners who want to avoid the complications of 1.e4 e5 and the main variations of the Sicilian.

The strategy of these two openings is relatively simple – this is the reason for their popularity – and can be summarized in a few words: fianchetto the king’s bishop, castle, and then look for play on the queenside by advancing, for example, the c- and b-pawns.

The g7-bishop plays an important role in these openings. It supports the attack on the queenside by exerting strong pressure on the long a1-h8 diagonal, and above all, it provides additional protection to the kingside.

Of course, there are possibilities for Black other than the attack on the queenside. In particular, he can counterattack in the centre by …e7-e5, just as in the King’s Indian Defence (after 1.d4), of which the Pirc is in fact the counterpart for 1.e4.

Here are the moves after which the Pirc Defence occurs:

1.e4 d6 2.d4 ♘f6 3.♘c3 g6

[image: image]

The Modern is in fact a hyper-accelerated Pirc, since Black plays …g7-g6 on the very first move:

[image: image]

Since most of the time the g8-knight will be developed on f6 anyway, there is a good chance to transpose into a Pirc. Within the limited scope of this book, we will not go into all the intricacies and we will treat the two openings in the same way.

Against the Pirc (and also the Modern), I suggest one of the most aggressive systems, that will put its finger on the weakness of the black structure, namely the …g7-g6 move.

Attacks on a king position where no pawn has yet moved require much more preparation and effort than those on a king position where a pawn is no longer on its initial square.

The move …g7-g6 in the Pirc (and in the Modern), in order to fianchetto the bishop, specifically constitutes a weakening of the kingside – even if this is not obvious at the beginning – and actually provides a target of attack for White. The latter is going to advance the h-pawn (after having castled queenside, needless to say) up till h5 to provoke an exchange of this pawn and open the file for the h1-rook. The white attack should thus be much faster – and a lot more dangerous – than Black’s on the other wing.

Pay attention, however, to an important point in this type of attack: a fianchetto can only be defeated if it has previously been emptied of the bishop which is inside. This means that if we are not able to exchange the fianchettoed bishop, it will be quite difficult to checkmate the king.

An example:

[image: image]

In this position White has just captured on h7 and seems to have a strong attack, but this is not the case, and his threats are purely illusory. After …♔f8 White’s attack is momentarily stalled because he has no means of exchanging the g7-bishop. As a result, it is finally Black’s attack on the other wing that must be considered the most dangerous.

If, on the other hand, White still had his dark-squared bishop (instead of allowing it to be exchanged for the f6-knight), the game would immediately be decided in his favour after the move ♗h6.

We therefore retain from now on that it is very important for White to preserve his dark-squared bishop from any exchange for a knight.

To this end, a small pawn move holds a prominent place in the system that we will study. This is the move f2-f3, and it can be played as soon as Black has shown his intention to fianchetto his bishop (before that, it makes no sense). Please note, therefore, not to play ♘f3 too soon! It will only jam-up the square.

[image: image]

The move f2-f3 has a threefold purpose:

• Overprotect the e4-pawn. Prophylaxis, in view of the black moves …c7-c6 and …b7-b5, which will threaten, after …b5-b4, to attack the c3-knight defending the e4-pawn;

• To be able to develop the c1-bishop to e3 without fearing the move …♘g4, which would threaten to exchange this bishop which is so important;

• To prepare an attack with the g4- and h4-pawns after castling queenside.

Opposite these multiple advantages, the move f2-f3 also has an obvious disadvantage: it takes the natural development square from the g1-knight, which must now settle for e2 (or h3). As a result, the development of the white kingside is going to be a little bit complicated.

Theory says that one can avoid the f2-f3 pawn move while still playing the same plan as that which you will be offered. This is true, and it is even currently one of the most popular systems against the Pirc. However, this obliges us to reckon with the move …♘g4, and that slightly complicates White’s task. I therefore suggest playing this move f2-f3 anyway. For sure, it will not be a completely lost tempo.

After the move f2-f3, White’s plan can be broken down as follows:

1. Play ♗e3 (without fearing …♘g4!), followed by ♕d2, to prepare the exchange of bishops on h6;

2. Castle queenside;

3. Open the h-file with the h4-h5 pawn lever;

4. Exchange the fianchettoed bishop and penetrate to h6 with the queen;

5. Remove the f6-knight, which defends the h7-square.

There is no order sine qua non for the different stages, some of which can be interchanged.

And of course, we keep an eye on the opponent’s threats on the other side. We will see in particular that White has some defensive moves that should not be overlooked (like ♔b1 or even ♘c1).

This generic attack, valid against all systems with a king’s fianchetto (like in the Grand Prix Attack!), does not have its own name in the Pirc.

In his book Une boussole sur l’échiquier (Olibris), the coach Xavier Parmentier has baptised it the ‘Baby’s Smile’ attack, as it is so natural and easy to play. It can also be found under the name of Yugoslav Attack or St. George Attack (the one we will retain in this volume), in reference to the Christian martyr of the same name being represented in the process of slaying a dragon. In the Sicilian, the line where Black fianchettoes his bishop is actually called the Dragon Variation, and has a ‘fire-breathing’ bishop on g7.

The St. George Attack could just as well have borne the name of Bobby Fischer, as the American World Champion made it into such a formidable weapon, especially against the Dragon Variation of the Sicilian. One of his formulations in particular has gone down in history: ‘With such an attack, even a 10-year-old could beat a grandmaster. Just play h4-h5, sac, sac, and it’s mate!’.

Of course, this is a bit exaggerated, but when a player who has understood the white attacking themes faces an inexperienced opponent, it is certainly not far from Fischer’s formula. We will see that in the two games from this chapter, where White was a future French grandmaster, who was only fifteen at the time but who already had a very sharp tactical vision.


Game 58

Anthony Wirig1890

Lucas Alba1470

France jr 1997



1.e4 d6 2.d4 ♘f6 3.♘c3 g6 4.f3 ♗g7 5.♗e3 0-0

[image: image]

Natural, but doubtful. Black gives the address of his king too early. It was preferable to immediately start the queenside counterplay by 5…c6.

6.♕d2 c6 7.h4 b5

In the next game we will see the move 7…h5, which attempts to curb the white attack by stopping the advance of the h-pawn.

8.0-0-0 ♕a5 9.♔b1

A move which is always useful, to protect the a2-pawn, and to leave the c1-square for a knight that can help protect the king. Avoid the move 9.a3 as much as possible, as that would allow Black to open lines by playing …b5-b4. As a general rule, try to refrain from playing pawn moves on the side where you are being attacked. This is not the first time that we encounter this maxim, which will never be repeated often enough.

9…b4 10.♘ce2 ♘bd7 11.g4

[image: image]

The traditional continuation of the attack, to prepare h4-h5. White can also consider playing 11.h5!? without preparation. If Black takes, then after 11…♘xh5 12.g4 ♘hf6, the h-file is opened and the white attack has gained speed. It is generally thought that an open file against the king is worth a pawn (especially in the presence of opposite castling). Another maxim to remember!

11…♖b8 12.h5 ♘b6

Unlike White, Black does not have the opportunity to open lines towards the opposing king. The white attack is therefore the most dangerous.

13.♘c1

The right square for the knight. It reinforces the protection of the a2-pawn and the b3-square, and de-congests the e2-square and the f1-a6 diagonal. White obviously could not tolerate the move 13…♘c4, which was threatened.

13…♗a6 14.♘b3 ♕a4 15.♗h6

[image: image]

White continues his attack unhindered. It is probably already decisive.

15…♗xf1 16.♗xg7 ♔xg7 17.hxg6!

Regardless of the f1-bishop!

17…fxg6

17…hxg6? 18.♕h6+ ♔g8 19.♕h8#.

17…♗c4 18.♕h6+ ♔g8 19.g7! ♖fd8 20.g5+–.

18.♕h6+ ♔g8 19.g5

White does not waste time recapturing the f1-bishop. The f6-knight must be eliminated to mate on h7.

19…♘h5?

Black believes that he will obtain some respite by closing the h-file, but it is illusory, as we shall see. He had to try 19…♕b5 20.gxf6 ♖f7, even though this was probably only delaying the inevitable.

[image: image]

20.♖xh5!

A very common finish in this kind of attack.

20…gxh5 21.g6 hxg6 22.♕xg6+ ♔h8

[image: image]

23.♘h3!!

As much to threaten to play 24.♘g5 as to free the 1st rank for the rook. Black has no defence.

23…♗xh3

The bishop finally emerges while eliminating the dangerous knight.

24.♕xh5+ ♔g7 25.♖g1+ ♔f6 26.♕g6#

The black bishop has not even been taken.

We meet the future GM (now still aged 14) again in the next game, also in the role of Dragon Slayer.


Game 59

Anthony Wirig

Jonathan Pierrel

France 1996



1.e4 d6 2.d4 ♘f6 3.♘c3 g6 4.f3 ♗g7 5.♗e3 0-0 6.♕d2 c6 7.h4 h5

[image: image]

We saw in the previous game how quickly the white attack could unfold when Black gave him the opportunity to play h4-h5. Consequently, the latter often chooses to halt the advance of the h-pawn completely by playing …h7-h5 himself. However, this move obviously represents a further weakening of the kingside. Black, though, is betting on the fact that he will succeed in slowing the white attack so as to arrive first on the other side. White, meanwhile, must now seek to break through with g2-g4, with or… without preparation, as we shall see.

8.0-0-0 b5 9.♔b1

A safety move that is always useful, as we already know. The king pre-emptively protects the a2-pawn, and leaves the c1-square for a knight.

9…b4 10.♘ce2 ♕a5 11.♘c1 ♘bd7 12.♗h6

The St. George Attack always requires the exchange of the fianchettoed bishop.

12…♖b8 13.g4!

[image: image]

The thematic breakthrough in this type of position. White should try to open lines as quickly as possible, without hesitating to sacrifice a pawn for this.

13…hxg4?!

It is always risky to open the position like this, but on a move like 13…♗a6, White would play 14.♗xa6 ♕xa6 15.♘ge2 and would bring the knight to g3 to exchange on h5 should Black decide does not to take on g4 himself.

14.h5!

The logical continuation of the attack, as lines must be opened!

14…gxf3?

Taking on h5 was not possible:

A) 14…♘xh5?? 15.♘b3 (one of the advantages of having a knight on c1: it can jump to b3 to chase the queen when it is on a5) 15…♕b6 16.♖xh5! gxh5 17.♕g5 and it’s mate;

B) 14…gxh5?? 15.♗xg7 ♔xg7 16.♘b3 ♕a4 17.♕g5+ ♔h7 18.♖xh5+! ♘xh5 19.♕xh5+ ♔g7 20.♕g5+ ♔h7 21.♖d2!, and the rook swings over to the h-file to give mate.

C) Instead, he had to play 14…♗a6, even if after 15.hxg6 fxg6 16.♗xa6 ♕xa6 17.♕g5 it is clear that White’s attack is much more dangerous than Black’s.

15.hxg6 fxg6 16.♗xg7 ♔xg7 17.♕h6+ ♔f7 18.♘xf3

For the sacrificed pawn White has obtained a decisive attack.

18…♖g8 19.♘g5+ ♔e8 20.♘b3 ♕a4

[image: image]

21.e5!

Now that the black king has tried to run away, the centre is opened!

21…dxe5 22.♗c4 ♘d5 23.♕h7 ♘7f6 24.♕f7+ ♔d8 25.dxe5

1-0

Black did not have enough time to create the slightest threat on the queenside.



Exerice 49

[image: image]

White to play and win.



Solution 49

[image: image]

16.♖xh5! gxh5 17.♕g5+–

(See Game 59, Wirig-Pierrel)



Exerice 50

[image: image]

How does White tear down the barriers?



Solution 50

[image: image]

20.♖xh5! gxh5 21.g6

With a decisive attack.

(See Game 58, Wirig-Alba)



Exerice 51

[image: image]

How does White break through on the kingside in this type of position?



Solution 51

[image: image]

13.g4!

To open lines against the king.

(See Game 59, Wirig-Pierrel)



Exerice 52

[image: image]

How can White terminate as soon as possible?



Solution 52

[image: image]

21.♖d2!

The arrival of the rook on the h-file is decisive.

(See Game 58, Wirig-Alba)





Chapter 7

Spotlight on the Night Attack

The gambit (voluntarily!) of a pawn in the opening does not always necessarily aim at a violent ultra-fast attack on the opposing king, as was notably the case with the Greco Gambit that we studied in Chapter 2. Sometimes, the sacrifice of a pawn in the first few moves of a game is just intended to gain some positional compensation (a strong square, a semi-open file, giving the opponent doubled pawns, etc.), which he must then exploit.

This is the case in the Night Attack, for example, thus prettily baptised by the theoretician Hans Kmoch, because ‘it surprises the opponent’s pieces that are still fast asleep’.

Look at the pawn structure in the following diagram:

[image: image]

Naturally, all the pieces are still on the board, but in this case, it’s just the position of the pawns – especially Black’s – that matters to us.

The white bridgehead (the e6-pawn) has just penetrated deep into the black camp and sacrificed itself to disrupt the opponent’s pieces. Black has taken with the f7-pawn. It was hard to leave the white pawn on e6.

In exchange for the sacrificed pawn, White has obtained much positional compensation:

• Black has two doubled pawns (e7 and e6). The e6-pawn is particularly weak, and can easily be attacked by the white major pieces that will inevitably take up position on the e-file. The e7-pawn for its part is useless, and it is unlikely that Black will be able to do anything with it. It is therefore reasonable to estimate that Black has only half a pawn more.

• The e5-square, located in front of the doubled pawns, is a strong square for White. It can no longer be attacked by a black pawn and will therefore be a beautiful outpost for a knight that cannot be chased away.

• The pawn sacrifice following the Night Attack has had a paralysing effect on the black pieces, surprised in their sleep. The f8-bishop, in particular, has been walled up in its crib, in the words of Hans Kmoch, and it will have great difficulty getting out of its shackles. As a result, the h8-rook will also find it very hard to be mobilized. We will see two extreme examples in the first two games of this chapter where these two pieces have remained locked and powerless on their starting squares right until the end of the game.

• Recapturing with the f7-pawn has weakened the h5-e8 diagonal, which is not without consequences, as will be seen. These consequences will be even more dramatic if the move …h7-h6 was played.

[image: image]

The g6-square is fatally weakened.

All this finally at the cost of only one pawn, and even perhaps only half a pawn if one considers that the two pawns on e6 and e7 are hardly worth more than a whole pawn between them. It is not a high price to pay, and White would be wrong to deprive himself if he has the opportunity to achieve the Night Attack.

The Night Attack is not specific to a particular opening. It may notably occur in the Caro-Kann Defence (1…c6) and in the Alekhine Defence (1…♘f6), which will both be under the spotlight in this chapter.


Game 60

Salome Neuhauser1660

I. Baliki1860

Paris 2005



1.e4 c6

[image: image]

The Caro-Kann. An opening that is less popular, with youngsters, than the Sicilian, the French and in particular 1…e5.

2.d4

Against the Caro-Kann you can also play the King’s Indian Attack (see Chapter 5). However, as …e7-e6 has not yet been played, the c8-bishop may be developed more easily, in particular on f5 or g4, and as a result, Black will have fewer problems to solve than in the French.

2…d5 3.e5

The Advance Variation, a good choice as a first step. It is useless, for now, to spend hours studying the main lines of an opening that we will ultimately not meet very often to begin with.

3…♗f5

There are other moves in this position, such as 3…c5, but this one makes the most sense and is played almost instinctively by the vast majority of Caro-Kann players. Black develops his bishop outside the pawn chain before playing …e7-e6.

4.h4!?

A cunning move that sets two traps, and many inexperienced players have fallen victim to one or the other.

4…h6

The first trap is rather crude: 4…e6?? 5.g4! ♗e4 6.f3 ♗g6 7.h5 and the bishop is trapped (Hoffer-Batigne, France tt-jr 2000/01; Neuhauser-Estarellas, France tt-jr 2003/04, and many others).

The move …h7-h6, which is very common in the Caro-Kann, is intended to provide a retreat square for the bishop on h7, so that it can stay on the beautiful b1-h7 diagonal.

Also possible is the move 4…h5, which we will see in Game 63.

5.g4

The second trap is much more subtle. The player conducting the black pieces, even though he had an Elo of nearly 1900, falls right into it.

5…♗h7?

Paradoxically he had to repatriate the bishop to d7, as we will see in Game 62.

We will also see the move 5…♗e4, played by a grandmaster with a 2707 Elo (!), in the next game.

6.e6!

[image: image]

The Night Attack!

6…fxe6

Among the many black problems that we detailed in the introduction, high on the list is the weakness of the g6-square. Only the h7-bishop defends it. White must therefore exchange this piece.

7.♗d3 ♗xd3

If Black does not capture, then White will take, and the black rook will end up awkwardly on h7.

8.♕xd3 ♔d7

Faced with the threatened check on g6, the black king decides to flee immediately, but it will not be safer on the queenside.

8…♔f7 does not solve anything at all: 9.♘f3 ♘d7 10.g5! and if 10…hxg5?, 11.♘xg5+ with a quick mate.

8…♘f6 was not really better either: 9.♕g6+ ♔d7 10.♘f3 (Nathalie Wirig-Christine Ficet, France ch-FRA U20 (girls) 1999) The arrival of the knight on the strong e5-square will cause great damage.

In fact, as can be seen, the black position is already compromised. White has a very strong initiative in exchange for the sacrificed pawn.

9.♘f3

[image: image]

Heading for the e5-square!

9…♕a5+ 10.♗d2 ♕b5 11.♘e5+ ♔c7 12.♕g3 ♔b6 13.♘c3 ♕a6

13…♕xb2? 14.♖b1+–.

14.a4 ♖h7

[image: image]

A tragicomic move, but White had already been threatening 15.♘g6, winning a piece, for several moves.

15.a5+

15.♘g6! – anyway (to open the queen’s diagonal)! The threat of a4-a5+ will bring an immediate end to the game.

15…♔c7 16.♘g6+ ♔c8 17.♘xf8 ♖h8 18.♘xe6

1-0

A fairly expeditious game. Facing the 1860 Elo player, the conductor of the white pieces was a girl of barely ten years old. Admittedly, she would become French Champion in her age group a few months later.

After having seen the Night Attack in the hands of a 10-year-old girl, let us now go right to the other end of the scale with Maxime Vachier-Lagrave, the French number 1, against one of the world’s best players during the very strong Alekhine Memorial Tournament, played in Paris in 2013.

Studying this game in depth would take us too far and well outside the scope of this book. That is why we will only stop to look at some key moments while enjoying the comments from Maxime Vachier-Lagrave (MVL), and we refer interested readers to the analyses that have been published in several specialized magazines, including Europe Echecs number 633 in particular.


Game 61

Maxime Vachier-Lagrave2722

Ding Liren2707

Paris 2013 (2)



1.e4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.e5 ♗f5 4.h4 h6 5.g4

The same position as in the Neuhauser-Baliki game.

5…♗e4 6.f3 ♗h7 7.e6!

[image: image]

The Night Attack! Let us see its effect against a player of over 2700 Elo.

7…♘f6?!

MVL: ‘An interesting novelty, but probably refuted.’

8.♗f4 ♕b6 9.♘c3! ♕xb2 10.♔d2

MVL: ‘It is very complicated to develop the black king’s wing, whereas the uncastled white king is not an insurmountable problem.’

10…♕b6 11.♘ge2 a6 12.♖b1 ♕a7 13.♘a4 b5 14.♘c5 ♗g8

MVL: ‘A quite absurd square for the bishop, but it’s the only way to try to break free.’

14…fxe6 15.♘xe6 was not an option because of the threat to c7.

[image: image]

15.♗e5!

MVL: ‘A move that wins in a forced manner, despite what the computer thinks.’

15…fxe6

The characteristic structure of the Night Attack, which we saw in the introduction, has appeared. If the g8-bishop can still hope to get out, this is not the case for its colleague on f8 or the rook on h8.

16.♘f4 ♘bd7 17.♘xd7 ♘xd7 18.♘g6 ♘xe5 19.dxe5

The comments of the French grandmaster are particularly instructive here: ‘Everything was forced from the 15th move up till now. Together with the e5-pawn, the g6-knight completely neutralizes the black kingside. Despite having two pawns less, White plays with virtually two extra pieces and is therefore winning.’

We cannot help but note the analogy with the previous game, played eight years earlier between two amateur players, and in which the weakness of the g6-square, where a white knight had already landed, had also decided the game.

19…♖h7 20.h5

[image: image]

The position is tragicomic. The player of the black pieces is not a young child, but rather one of the world’s top players.

20…c5 21.f4 ♗f7 22.♕f3 0-0-0 23.♗e2 c4

23…♗xg6 24.hxg6 definitely did not solve the f8-bishop’s problems, condemned to wait until the end of the game as a mere spectator.

24.a4

White opens the queenside to exploit his (virtual!) numerical superiority.

24…♔c7 25.axb5 axb5 26.♖xb5 ♕d4+ 27.♔e1 ♖a8

Black can only play with two pieces, and his initiative is a flash in the pan. It will be easily countered.

28.♖b1 ♖a2 29.c3

29.♘xf8? ♖h8 would have allowed the black rook to return to the pitch.

29…♕d2+ 30.♔f2 ♖c2

[image: image]

MVL: ‘Black still has two extra pawns, but also two pieces less. His position is hopeless.’

31.♕e3 ♕xe3+ 32.♔xe3 ♖xc3+ 33.♔d4 ♖c2 34.♖he1 ♔c6 35.♖b8 ♗xg6 36.hxg6 ♖h8 37.♖eb1! ♖d2+

37…♖xe2 38.♖1b6+ ♔c7 39.♔c5, and the mate is unstoppable.

38.♔e3 ♖a2 39.♖8b6+

Black resigns, although he still has his two extra pawns, and the h8-rook and f8-bishop on their starting squares.

After 39…♔c7 40.♔d4!, the penetration of the king to c5 will be decisive.

[image: image]

40…♖xe2 is still not possible because of 41.♔c5 c3 42.♖b7+ ♔c8 43.♖b8+ ♔c7 44.♖1b7#.

Liberation by …h6-h5 could not be achieved either, and as a result White can exchange a pair of rooks and then mate (with king + rook + bishop) the black king, who is quite alone.


Game 62

Romaric Mathieu2030

Brice Aidaoui2130

Romans ch-FRA U18 1999



1.e4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.e5 ♗f5 4.h4 h6 5.g4 ♗d7!

[image: image]

It seems odd to bring the bishop back to this square before locking it in by …e7-e6. However, as we have seen in the two previous games, Black does not really have a choice. He is going to have to try to demonstrate that the moves 4.h4 and 5.g4 are weakening. For his part, White will try to prove that the two moves in question have brought him a space advantage on the kingside. The problem, however, remains the question of the white king’s safety.

6.h5 e6 7.f4 c5 8.c3 ♘c6 9.♘f3 ♕b6 10.♖h2!

The rook takes advantage of the unusual clearance of the 2nd rank to defend b2.

10…0-0-0

[image: image]

The white king will struggle to castle queenside. Strangely enough, in this variation it will probably be more secure on g2 or even on g3. Provided, of course, that Black will be unable to open lines on the kingside.

11.a3 ♔b8

He had to play 11…c4!, to prevent White’s next move.

12.b4 cxd4

Here again, 12…c4 was preferable, but without the open c-file Black would then have had a very constricted position.

13.cxd4 f6

We have actually transposed into a position more characteristic of the French Advance (1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.e5) than of the Caro-Kann. Black must try to open the centre to benefit from the somewhat uncomfortable situation of the white king.

14.♘c3 a6 15.♖b2 ♘a7 16.♔f2

As queenside castling is hardly conceivable, the white king must seek refuge on the kingside.

16…♖c8 17.♗d2 fxe5 18.fxe5 ♗b5 19.a4 ♗xf1 20.♕xf1 ♖c4 21.b5 a5 22.♘e2 ♗e7

[image: image]

23.♕e1

23.♘f4! unpleasantly puts a finger on the g6 weakness, without fearing 23…♖xd4? because of 24.♗e3+–.

23…♗d8 24.♘c1??

Allowing the opponent a significant tactical opportunity. It was necessary to bring the king to (relative) safety on g3, with a good positional advantage.

[image: image]

24…♘c8?

Black fails to take advantage of his opponent’s bad mistake: 24…♗h4+! 25.♘xh4 ♕xd4+–+.

25.♘b3 ♕a7 26.♘c5 ♗b6

The e6-pawn was not tenable: 26…♕b6?? 27.♘d7+.

27.♘d7+

27.♘xe6 was of course possible.

27…♔a8 28.♘xb6+ ♘xb6 29.♗xa5 ♘d7 30.♔g2 ♘e7 31.♗b4 ♘c8 32.a5

[image: image]

The white king now being safe on g2, his black counterpart is set upon.

32…g6 33.a6 b6 34.hxg6 ♖g8 35.♖c1 ♖xg6?

35…♖xc1 36.♕xc1 and the g8-rook still cannot recapture the g6-pawn, as the c8-knight is hanging.

36.♖xc4 dxc4 37.♕e4+ ♔b8 38.♕xg6

1-0


Game 63

Nicolas Marchal

Nicolas Forestier

Nancy 1999



1.e4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.e5 ♗f5 4.h4 h5

[image: image]

The radical way to stop the advance of the h-pawn and at the same time ensure a retreat for the bishop on g6 and h7, but the h5-pawn might prove to be a target of attack in some variations.

5.♘e2!?

Theory recommends 5.c4!. However, this move leads to quite long and often very complex variations, which is not at all the purpose of our repertoire. When you start in competition and seek to build a first repertoire, it is certainly not the priority to spend hours studying a sharp variation of the Caro-Kann. The text move has the merit of being simpler, even if we have to recognize that it does not lead to any forced advantage for White.

5…e6 6.♘g3 ♗g6 7.♗e2

There we are. The h5-pawn is attacked three times, and it is not possible to defend it three times.

7…♗e7?!

Played to counterattack the h4-pawn, but, instead, he had to immediately look for counterplay on the queenside without worrying about the h5-pawn.

7…c5! was therefore better:

[image: image]

White should not seek to take the h5-pawn immediately. In any case, it can neither escape nor be protected:

A) 8.♘xh5?! ♗xh5 9.♗xh5 g6 10.♗e2 ♖xh4[image: images];

B) 8.♗xh5?! ♗xh5 9.♘xh5 g6 10.♘g3 ♖xh4[image: images];

C) On the other hand, 8.dxc5!? ♗xc5 9.♘d2, followed by ♘b3, is possible, as played by Bronstein (against Botvinnik), or more recently the super GM Naiditsch on two occasions;

D) 8.c3 ♘c6 9.♗e3 ♕b6 10.dxc5 (10.♕d2?? cxd4 11.cxd4 ♗xb1! 12.♖xb1 ♗b4–+) 10…♕xb2 11.0-0 0-0-0 (11…♕xa1? 12.♕b3, and the black queen is trapped) 12.♕b3 ♕xb3 13.axb3 a6, and in the game Spassky-Dzindzichashvili, Tilburg 1978, a draw was concluded at this point. It is clear that both sides can still play this position with balanced chances.

8.♗xh5 ♗xh5 9.♘xh5 g6 10.♘f4 ♗xh4

After 10…♖xh4 11.♖xh4 ♗xh4 12.♕d3, White retains a slight advantage on the kingside, thanks to the possibility of sacrifices on e6 and g6. An example: 12…♘e7? 13.g3 ♗g5 14.♘xe6! fxe6 15.♗xg5+–.

11.g3 ♗f6 12.♕f3 ♖xh1+ 13.♕xh1 ♗e7

13…♗g7 14.♕h7, and White has the initiative on the kingside.

14.♕h8 ♔f8?

He had to escape by 14…♔d7. Although White retains a slightly superior position, there was nothing decisive.

[image: image]

15.♘xe6+! fxe6 16.♗h6+ ♔e8

16…♔f7 17.♕h7+ ♔e8 18.♕xg8+ comes to the same.

17.♕xg8+ ♔d7 18.♕xg6

White has won two pawns for nothing. He will castle queenside to activate the rook on the h-file.

18…♕b6

[image: image]

19.♘c3! ♕xb2?

Suicidal. His best shot was 19…♕xd4, but after 20.♕g7 White is still clearly better.

20.♖b1! ♕xc3+ 21.♗d2 ♕xd4 22.♖xb7+ ♔c8 23.♖xe7

1-0

After 23…♕e4+ (if Black does not exchange queens he will be mated) 24.♕xe4 dxe4 25.♖xe6, White has ensured his retirement with two extra pawns.

Let us find the Night Attack, the theme of this chapter, in another opening.


Game 64

Vincent Moret

Sylvain Delorieux1940

Belgium tt 1987



1.e4 ♘f6

[image: image]

Alekhine’s Defence. Like the Caro-Kann, an opening that is relatively unusual for juniors and amateur players.

2.♘c3

The principal variation is obviously 2.e5. Here again, it is not very useful (at first!) to engage in the study of the main variation of an opening that we rarely meet.

2…d5

Black can transpose into a king pawn opening here by playing 2…e5. White could then respond 3.♗c4, taking the game into an Italian (the Giuoco Pianissimo, without c2-c3!) or a Vienna (after 3.f4), or keep several options by playing the neutral development move 3.♘f3. True, if White exclusively plays the Italian with c2-c3, he may find himself on somewhat unknown paths, but it must be said that this will probably also be the case for Black. A player of the Alekhine (1…♘f6) is seldom also a player of 1…e5 on the first move, which is why Black overwhelmingly chooses to play 2…d5 in this position.

3.e5 ♘fd7

3…d4 4.exf6 (4.♘ce2 is possible, with the idea of keeping the pieces on and avoiding the equal position that ensues after the captures on f6 and c3) 4…dxc3 5.fxg7 cxd2+ 6.♕xd2 ♕xd2+ 7.♗xd2 ♗xg7 8.0-0-0 leads to a middlegame without queens which is slightly favourable to White due to his better pawn structure.

4.e6!

[image: image]

The Night Attack!

4.d4 e6 transposed into a main line of the French, which is not at all the intention of our repertoire.

4…fxe6 5.d4

Here again the Night Attack has led to several small advantages in White’s favour.

• The doubled e-pawns (the extra pawn on e7 has no great value and will be difficult to exploit);

• The strong e5-square (for a knight);

• The bishop on f8 is walled in;

• The weakening of the h5-e8 diagonal, and therefore the position of the black king.

Taken one by one, all of these little pluses are not really meaningful, but put together they can quickly lead to a big advantage.

5…g6?!

[image: image]

The natural move to try to develop the bishop with a fianchetto, but it allows White a lightning attack.

5…c5 was better, even if White retains interesting compensation for the sacrificed pawn: 6.♘f3 ♘c6 (6…cxd4 7.♘xd4 e5? 8.♘e6+–) 7.dxc5 ♘xc5 8.♗b5 ♕d6 (8…a6 9.♗xc6+ bxc6 10.♗f4[image: images]) 9.0-0, and Black cannot play 9…g6? on account of 10.♕d4! ♖g8 11.♗f4+–.

6.h4!

White simply threatens h4-h5, followed by the capture on g6.

6…♘f6?!

Thinking to prevent h4-h5.

[image: image]

7.h5! ♘xh5 8.♖xh5! gxh5 9.♕xh5+ ♔d7 10.♘f3 ♗g7

The black position is already very difficult, the white knight must be prevented from leaping to e5 at any cost. The other options were not satisfactory:

A) 10…♘c6 11.♘xd5! exd5? 12.♕xd5+ ♔e8 13.♕h5+ ♔d7 14.d5!+–;

B) 10…♕e8 11.♕e5 ♖g8 12.♘xd5! exd5 13.♕xd5#.

11.♗h6 ♗f6

11…♗xh6? 12.♘e5+ ♔d6 13.♘b5#.

[image: image]

12.♘xd5! exd5

In a game between Isabelle Bramme and Aurelie Dacalor, French Junior Championship 1997, Black played 12…♕g8, but went down rapidly after 13.♘xf6+ exf6 14.0-0-0.

13.♕xd5+ ♔e8 14.♕h5+ ♔d7

Naturally, White has not done all this just to repeat the position.

[image: image]

15.0-0-0?!

All this had already been played, and I was actually blindly following the game Bellon-Kovacevic (Karlovac 1979), that I knew and in which White had easily triumphed.

Nevertheless, 15.♘e5+! brought a much cleaner finish: 15…♗xe5 16.dxe5 ♔c6 (16…c6 17.0-0-0+) 17.♕f3+ ♔b6 (17…♕d5 18.♗b5+!) 18.♕b3+ ♔c5 (18…♔c6 19.♕b5#) 19.♕c4+ ♔b6 20.♕b5#.

15…e6?

15…c6, as in the game Bellon-Kovacevic, was more resilient, but 16.d5! allowed White a strong attack.

16.♘e5+ ♔e7 17.♕f7+ ♔d6 18.c4 ♗g5+ 19.♔b1 ♕f6

19…♗xh6 20.c5+ ♔d5 21.♕f3#.

20.♗xg5 ♕f5+ 21.♕xf5 exf5 22.c5+

1-0

It’s mate after 22…♔d5 23.♗c4+ ♔e4 24.f3.



Exerice 53

[image: image]

White to move, this chapter’s theme!



Solution 53

[image: image]

7.e6!

The Night Attack!

(See Game 61, Vachier-Lagrave-Ding Liren)



Exerice 54

[image: image]

How does White continue in an energetic manner?



Solution 54

[image: image]

8.♖xh5! gxh5 9.♕xh5+ ♔d7 10.♘f3

With a strong attack.

(See Game 61, Vachier-Lagrave-Ding Liren)



Exerice 55

[image: image]

Black has just played …♖xg6. A bad blunder. Why?



Solution 55

[image: image]

36.♖xc4 dxc4 37.♕e4+!

Wins the g6-rook.

(See Game 62, Mathieu-Aidaoui)



Exerice 56

[image: image]

How does White take advantage of the uncomfortable situation of the black king?



Solution 56

[image: image]

18.♗b5+!

Deviation! The black queen is lost.

(See Game 64, Moret-Delorieux)



Exerice 57

[image: image]

Black wins a piece.



Solution 57

[image: image]

11…♗xb1 12.♖xb1? ♗b4–+

(See Game 63, Marchal-Forestier)



Exerice 58

[image: image]

How does White continue his attack?



Solution 58

[image: image]

37.♖eb1!

To mount a mating attack.

37…♖xe2 38.♖1b6+ ♔c7 39.♔c5!

And the black king will be mated.

(See Game 61, Vachier-Lagrave-Ding Liren)





Chapter 8

Bringing down the curtain and mishmash: The other black replies to 1.e4


Game 65

Tristan Hoffer

Maxime Drumetz

Nancy 2005



1.e4 d5

[image: image]

The Scandinavian. The opening that will be proposed in the 2nd part of this opus dedicated to Black’s defences! For now, we are on the white side, though, and we will see how to deal with it.

2.exd5 ♕xd5

Also possible is the move 2…♘f6, with the idea of taking back with the knight to avoid bringing the queen out too early. We will see that in Game 67.

3.♘c3

White gains a development tempo by attacking the queen.

3…♕a5

The most natural square for the queen, but two other retreats, 3…♕d8 and 3…♕d6, are also possible. The second alternative has recently gained some popularity. After 3…♕d6 4.d4 ♘f6 5.♘f3 a6 (if not, 6.♘b5 can be unpleasant), White can play 6.g3 to fianchetto his king’s bishop. The bishop will be very good on the long diagonal, and after castling White could threaten ♗f4, or even ♘e5-c4, with a pleasant position.

4.d4 ♘f6

Black must be very vigilant with his queen. Many classical traps exist in this variation of the Scandinavian in which the queen has come out prematurely. An example: 4…♘c6 5.♗b5 (threat 6.d5) 5…♗d7 6.♗d2 ♘f6?? 7.♘d5! ♕xb5 8.♘xc7+.

5.♘f3 ♗f5

The natural square for the bishop. We will see the development of the bishop to g4 in the next game.

6.♗c4 c6

[image: image]

A necessary move, sooner or later, to ensure an escape route for the black queen, which will be indirectly threatened following ♗d2.

After 6…♘c6 7.♗d2, the threat of a discovery is again very unpleasant and many young players have fallen victim to it. One example: 7…e6?? 8.♘d5, and the black queen has no square (Bilel Bellahcene-Tobias Bianchi, France ch-FRA jr 2006).

7.♗d2 e6

7…♘bd7 8.♕e2! (an important move in this variation, as we will see in the game) 8…♗xc2? was played in the game Charles Baudson-Anthony Aras, French Junior Championship 2004. Taking the c2-pawn is rarely good in this type of position. Here it is downright bad: 9.♘b5 ♕d8?? 10.♘d6#. He obviously had to play 9…♕b6, but 10.♘d6+, followed by the capture on f7, also gave White a decisive advantage.

8.♕e2!

[image: image]

A good square for the queen, as we said in the previous note. White plans to castle queenside and then to play ♘e5, followed by g2-g4 and h2-h4 to harass the f5-bishop. On e2 the queen is also placed opposite the black king in case the position opens up.

On the other hand, the discovery 8.♘d5 ♕d8 9.♘xf6+ ♕xf6 did not give much for now.

8…♗xc2?

Far too greedy!

The retreat 8…♕c7 followed by castling kingside is too passive and allows White a strong initiative: 9.0-0-0 ♗d6 10.♘e5 0-0 11.g4! ♗g6 12.h4, and the threat of h4-h5 is very unpleasant.

He had to play 8…♗b4!. After 9.0-0-0 the position remains balanced. Here again White will try to place his knight on e5 to play g2-g4 and obtain some play on the kingside.

[image: image]

9.d5!

A thematic move to open the centre and exploit the two confrontations ♕e2/♔e8 and ♗d2/♕a5. In addition, the c2-bishop is unprotected, and this might matter in some variations.

9…cxd5 10.♘xd5 ♕d8 11.♘xf6+ ♕xf6

11…gxf6 was no better: 12.♗b5+ ♘d7 (12…♘c6 13.♖c1+–) 13.♗c3! (attacking the c2-bishop) 13…♗f5 (13…♗g6 14.♖d1+–) 14.♖d1 e5 15.♘xe5! fxe5 16.♕xe5+ ♕e7 17.♕xe7+ (the queen was pinned and could not take the h8-rook) 17…♗xe7 18.♗xh8+–.

12.♗b5+ ♘d7

12…♘c6 13.♗xc6+ bxc6 14.♕c4+–. Once again, it is the unprotected position of the c2-bishop that is decisive.

12…♔d8 13.♗g5+–.

13.♗xd7+ ♔xd7

[image: image]

14.♘e5+

The black king finds itself helpless before the combined attack of the white queen, knight and bishop.

14…♔e7

This leads to a forced mate, but all the retreats were losing:

A) 14…♔e8 15.♕b5+ ♔d8 16.♕d7#;

B) 14…♔c7 15.♕c4+ ♔d8 16.♗a5+! (a check to weaken the c6-square) 16…b6 17.♕d4+ ♔c8 18.♕d7+ ♔b8 19.♘c6#;

C) 14…♔d8 15.♗g5! ♕xg5 16.♘xf7++–.

15.♗b4+ ♔d8 16.♕d2+ ♔c7 17.♕xc2+ ♔d8 18.♕d3+ ♔c8 19.♖c1+

1-0

After 19…♔b8, there’s a choice of mates: 20.♘d7, or mate in 2 by 20.♗d6+ or even 20.♕d6+.


Game 66

Salome Neuhauser1798

Francois Lemeille1680

France ch-jr 2006



1.e4 d5 2.exd5 ♕xd5 3.♘c3 ♕a5 4.d4 ♘f6 5.♘f3 ♗g4

This square is doubtless not the best for the bishop, since it is immediately attacked.

6.h3 ♗h5

An exchange on f3 would relinquish the pair of bishops without any compensation.

[image: image]

7.g4! ♗g6 8.♘e5

Besides the exchange on g6, the knight can also threaten to come and harass the black queen from c4.

8…c6 9.h4 ♘bd7 10.♘c4 ♕c7 11.h5 ♗e4 12.♘xe4 ♘xe4 13.♕f3 ♘ef6?

13…♘d6 was forced, as in the game Kasimdzhanov-Nikitin, Voskresensk 1993, even if White was still much better.

14.♗f4 ♕d8 15.g5 ♘d5

[image: image]

16.g6!

A nice tactical move that violently attacks the black king.

16…♘7f6

A) 16…hxg6 17.hxg6 ♖xh1 18.gxf7+ ♔xf7 19.♗c7++–;

B) 16…fxg6 17.hxg6 h6 (17…♘xf4 18.♖xh7!+–) 18.♗h2! ♘7f6 19.♕e2. Black is in a hopeless situation. The threat of 20.♘d6+ is decisive.

17.♘e5 fxg6 18.hxg6 ♘b4 19.♗d3?!

19.♗c4! was much stronger: 19…e6 (19…♘xc2+?? 20.♔d2 ♘xa1 21.♗f7#) 20.0-0-0+–.

19…♘xd3+ 20.♕xd3 ♕d5 21.0-0-0 h6

Taking the a2-pawn brought nothing: 21…♕xa2 22.gxh7 ♕a1+ 23.♔d2 ♕xb2 24.♖b1+–.

22.♔b1 ♕e4

[image: image]

23.♕b3! 0-0-0

The bishop cannot be captured: 23…♕xf4 24.♕xb7 ♖d8 25.♘f7+–.

24.♕e6+ ♘d7 25.♗g3 h5 26.d5 h4 27.dxc6 bxc6 28.f3

1-0

White will be able to capture the d7-knight without the h1-rook being attacked by the black queen.


Game 67

Alexey Suetin

Leonid Shamkovich

Kiev ch-URS 1964 (18)



1.e4 d5 2.exd5 ♘f6

[image: image]

With the idea of recapturing with the knight and avoiding the inconvenience of having the queen too exposed.

3.d4

As will be discussed in the 2nd volume, it is not advisable for White to cling on to the pawn by 3.c4?!.

3…♘xd5

3…♗g4!? (the Portuguese Variation!) will be the move proposed in the section dedicated to Black. If the reader finds himself faced with it from the white side, he can refer to this to see what to do, and especially what not to do.

4.c4 ♘b6 5.♘f3!

It is best to avoid 5.♘c3?!, which gives Black too much play after 5…e5! 6.dxe5 ♕xd1+ 7.♘xd1 ♘c6.

5…♗g4

5…g6 is also possible, but White has easy development and a slightly favourable position due to his strong duo of central pawns.

6.c5!

[image: image]

This strong move puts Black in serious trouble.

6…♗xf3

A) 6…♘6d7 7.♗c4 e6 8.♘c3, and White has a more pleasant game;

B) 6…♘d5 7.♕b3! ♗xf3 (7…b6? 8.♘e5! attacks the g4-bishop and threatens a check from the f1-bishop on b5, which will be decisive) 8.♕xb7 ♘d7 (8…♘e3?! 9.♕xf3! ♘c2+ 10.♔d1 ♘xa1 11.♗b5++–) 9.gxf3 e6 10.♗b5[image: images]. White has a pawn more and Black has no compensation.

7.♕xf3 ♘d5 8.♕b3 b6

8…♘c6? 9.♕xb7 ♘db4 10.♗b5+–. The attack on the c6-knight is stronger than the threat of a fork on c2.

9.♗g5! ♕d7

9…h6? 10.♗c4! c6 11.♗h4[image: images]. White is better because of his bishop pair and advance in development.

10.♘c3 e6 11.♘xd5 ♕xd5 12.♕xd5 exd5

[image: image]

13.c6!

A pretty tactic which prevents the b8-knight from coming out, and which will thus completely tie Black up.

13…♗e7

If 13…♘xc6? 14.♗b5 ♔d7 15.♖c1, the knight is lost.

14.♗e3

The knight is imprisoned for life. Even if it happens to go to a6, it will not get any further after a2-a3.

14…♔d8 15.♖c1 ♖e8 16.g3 ♗g5 17.♗g2 ♗xe3 18.fxe3 ♖xe3+ 19.♔d2 ♖e6 20.♖hf1 f6 21.♖f5 ♖d6 22.♖xd5 ♖xd5 23.♗xd5 ♔e7 24.♗g2 ♘a6 25.a3!

[image: image]

White virtually has an extra piece.

25…♖d8 26.♖e1+ ♔d6 27.b4 b5 28.d5 ♘c5

The knight is finally forced to sacrifice itself to parry the checkmate on e6. A sad end for a piece that was never able to participate in the battle.

29.bxc5+ ♔xc5 30.♖e7

Black resigned.


Game 68

Anthony Wirig

Matthieu Boban

Vandoeuvre 1999



1.e4 ♘c6

[image: image]

The Nimzowitsch Defence against the king pawn.

2.♘f3

Simpler for our repertoire than 2.d4, which will enter the main lines of the Nimzowitsch.

2…d5

Black stays in the spirit of the Nimzowitsch Defence.

2…e5 would allow White to transpose back into an Italian after 3.♗c4 and 2…d6 3.d4 would give Black a passive position.

3.exd5 ♕xd5

We now have a sort of Scandinavian with the knight on c6.

4.♘c3 ♕a5

[image: image]

The position is very similar to that seen in the first game of this chapter.

5.♗b5

White can obviously play 5.d4, but the text move is perhaps even stronger.

5…♗d7 6.0-0 0-0-0 7.♖e1

Just like in the Scandinavian main lines we saw earlier in the chapter, the black queen is uncomfortably placed on a5. It can be subjected to an attack by a2-a3 and b2-b4.

7…a6?

Black attacks the bishop but neglects his development. It was essential to play 7…♘f6, even if the black queen remains in an uncomfortable situation after moves like a2-a3 and b2-b4, or d2-d3 and ♗d2.

[image: image]

8.b4!

A semi-open file against the king is worth a pawn! We have already met this maxim several times.

8…♕xb4

If 8…♘xb4, 9. ♗xd7+ ♖xd7 and 10.♘e5 attacks the rook and the f7-pawn.

9.♖b1 ♕g4?

The queen strays too far from the king. He had to play 9…♕c5, even if after 10.♗xc6 ♗xc6 11.♘e5, White has very good compensation for the sacrificed pawn.

[image: image]

10.♗xa6! bxa6

The semi-open b-file has become a motorway towards the black king.

11.♖e4!

An original manoeuvre to bring the rook over to the motorway.

11…♕h5

11…♕f5 did not enable the queen to return to help protect the queenside: 12.♕e2 ♕a5 13.♖a4 +–.

12.♕e2 ♗g4

12…♘b8 13.♖eb4+–.

13.♕xa6+ ♔d7 14.♖b5 ♕g6 15.♖d5+

[image: image]

The two white rooks are a model of activity, while the entire black kingside is still back in the garage. The f6-knight, in particular, is still not out.

15…♔e8 16.♖xg4

Deflection!

16…♕xg4 17.♕xc6+

[image: image]

17…♕d7

Very symbolic: the black queen, which has been harassed throughout the game and alone has played half of Black’s moves, is finally forced to sacrifice itself to prevent mate.

17…♖d7 18.♕a8+ and it is mate.

18.♖xd7 ♖xd7 19.♘e5

Black resigned.


Game 69

Romain Edouard2255

Francois Brethes2161

Calvi ch-FRA U16 2005 (4)



1.e4 b6

[image: image]

Owen’s Defence, from the name of a 19th century English vicar who was one of the first exponents. While the king’s fianchetto on the first move (1…g6) enjoys a good reputation, this is strangely not exactly the case for the queen’s fianchetto. Nevertheless, this relatively uncommon opening has been regaining popularity in recent years through the efforts of the French grandmaster Christian Bauer, who has devoted a book to it (Play 1…b6!).

2.d4

There is no reason not to take the centre.

2…♗b7 3.♗d3

The move recommended by theory (and by Christian Bauer!) as being the best way to protect the e4-pawn.

3.♘c3 is possible, of course, but allows Black to play a quick …♗b4 to again attack the e4-pawn, and moreover, it prevents White from playing c2-c3 in answer to the inevitable …c7-c5 move.

3…e6

3…f5? is a dangerous but bad move that you need to know how to refute:

[image: image]

4.exf5! ♗xg2 5.♕h5+ g6 6.fxg6 ♗g7 (6…♘f6?? 7.gxh7+! ♘xh5 8.♗g6# was already played by Greco, way back in 1620!) 7.gxh7+ ♔f8 8.♘f3! ♘f6 9.♕g6! and now:

A) 9…♗xf3 10.♖g1 ♖xh7 11.♕g3 (attacks the rook and the bishop) 11…♗e4 12.♗xe4 ♘xe4 13.♕f3++–;

B) 9…♗xh1 10.♗h6 ♖xh7 11.♘g5!, and White forces mate in every line.

4.♘e2

To leave the f-pawn free and keep the possibility of advancing it one or two squares.

4…c5 5.c3 ♘f6 6.♘d2 cxd4 7.cxd4 ♗b4 8.f3 ♘c6 9.a3 ♗e7 10.b4 0-0 11.0-0 d6

[image: image]

White has a better position and the easier game because of his strong centre. Black is condemned to passivity.

12.♗b2 d5?!

Transposing into a French type of structure that is frankly unfavourable for Black, but he would be hard pressed to find an active plan anyway.

12…e5 13.d5 also offered White a big space advantage. It was probably necessary to adopt a waiting policy, and not to touch the central pawns for now, but this left White a free hand to develop an initiative in the centre or on the kingside, in particular after the move f2-f4.

13.e5 ♘d7 14.♖c1 a6 15.f4

We see how useful the f-pawn is. White has excellent prospects on the kingside and Black does not have the slightest counterplay.

15…b5?

A move that allows a nice combination. Black was already under pressure in any case.

[image: image]

16.♖xc6!

The future French grandmaster already had good tactical vision at the age of 15.

16…♗xc6 17.♕c2

A double attack on the c6-bishop and the h7-pawn.

17…♖c8 18.♗xh7+ ♔h8 19.♖f3!

[image: image]

The position of the f-pawn on f4 allows this right-angled rook manoeuvre.

19…f5

Black could not trap the bishop: 19…g6 20.♗xg6 fxg6 21.♕xg6 and the threat of 22.♖h3 is decisive.

20.♖h3 ♗h4

In a desperate attempt to shut the h-file.

Black had no way to take advantage of the opposition of the rook and queen on the c-file. After 20…♗b7 21.♕d3, the white queen will participate in the feast on the h-file.

21.♘f3 ♔xh7 22.♖xh4+ ♕xh4

After 22…♔g8 23.♘g5, White can continue by ♕d3-h3, with a decisive attack on the h-file.

Advancing to g6 is no better. After 23.♘g5, here again the queen will join the kingside via d3.

23.♘xh4 ♘b6

Black obviously does not have enough material for the queen.

24.♕d3 ♗e8 25.♘f3 ♖c6 26.♘c1 ♘c4 27.♗c3 ♘xa3 28.♘b3 g6 29.♘c5 ♔g7 30.♗e1 ♘c4 31.♗h4 ♘b6 32.♗f6+ ♔g8 33.♘g5 ♘d7 34.♘xd7

1-0



Exerice 59

[image: image]

White to move, an old favourite in the Scandinavian.



Solution 59

[image: image]

7.♘d5! ♕xb5 8.♘xc7+

(See Game 65, Hoffer-Drumetz)



Exerice 60

[image: image]

What is White’s most dynamic move in this position?



Solution 60

[image: image]

8.♕e2!

With the idea of castling queenside. The discovered attack gives nothing.

(See Game 65, Hoffer-Drumetz)



Exerice 61

[image: image]

White has a strong positional move. What is it?



Solution 61

[image: image]

13.c6!

Completely paralyses the black queenside.

13…♘xc6 14.♗b5 ♔d7 15.♖c1

The knight is lost.

(See Game 67, Suetin-Shamkovich)



Exerice 62

[image: image]

How does White maintain the pressure?



Solution 62

[image: image]

25.a3!

To keep the a6-knight in prison.

(See Game 67, Suetin-Shamkovich)



Exerice 63

[image: image]

White to play and mate in two moves.



Solution 63

[image: image]

7.gxh7+!! ♘xh5 8.♗g6#

A game played by Greco in 1620!

(See Game 69, Edouard-Brethes)



Exerice 64

[image: image]

White to move. A small combination gives him the advantage.



Solution 64

[image: image]

16.♖xc6! ♗xc6 17.♕c2

Attacks the ♗c6 and the h7-pawn. After taking the h7-pawn, White will have a very strong attack.

(See Game 69, Edouard-Brethes)
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