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Preface

The Scotch is an old, established opening which has recently come
back into fashion as a result of its adoption by Gary Kasparov. It
offers excellent opportunities for tactical players, with lines such
as the Mieses Variation leading to original and exciting positions.
The Scotch Four Knights is ideally suited to the more positional
player.

This book gives the current state of theory of all the major
variations of the Scotch with an emphasis on the fashionable lines.
The illustrative games demonstrate the critical ideas for both
White and Black, and there is complete coverage of side variations
for those who wish to avoid the main lines. If the main games are
thoroughly absorbed then the reader will develop a good feel for
the types of middlegame which can arise. It is my belief that
anyone who plays the Scotch will be rewarded with rich and
interesting games.

Gary Lane
March 1993






Historical Introduction

1

The Scotch derived its name from a correspondence game between
Edinburgh and London, dating from 1826 to 1828. That game
started 1 e4 e5 23 &6 3 d4 & xd4 4 §xd4 exdd 5 ¥yxd4 £e7 6
Qcd &6 7 ¥dS and White went on to win after 60 moves. It is
ironic that in an earlier game in that series, London played the
first few moves of the opening but then branched off into a gam~
bit line, as if they had recaptured on d4 it might now be known as
the English instead of the Scotch! For those interested, the open-
ing moves of the 1824 encounter were 1 e4 e5 243 &6 3 d4 exd4
4 Bcd 5 5 c3 We7 6 0-0 dxc3 7 xc3 db 8 £\d5 ¥d7 9 bd S)xbd
10 £)xb4 Oxb4 11 &Hg5 &Hhé 12 Qb2 with unclear play. The first
recorded mention of the Scotch (Goring) Gambit has been traced
back to the Italian Ercole del Rio in 1750, and it is from this source
that the London team borrowed the idea. In this volume we con-
sider only the Scotch Game, in which White recaptures immedi-
ately on d4.

The popularity of the Scotch Game has fluctuated wildly over
the last century or so. Around the end of the century it was a
frequent choice despite the success of Steinitz's 4 ... Wh4 at that
time. Later, attention switched to the Scotch Four Knights which
was adopted by Capablanca on numerous occasions. However,
eventually this developed a drawish reputation and attention
turned to the Ruy Lopez.

The Scotch was then only seen occasionally up to the late 1960s
when it was adopted by Radulov, Savon and Kupreichik. Although
a great deal of analysis was undertaken at that time, interest
faded again until the 1980s when it was often used as a surprise
weapon by the Dutch Grandmaster Jan Timman.

The current wave of popularity can be traced back to the sen-
sational fourteenth game of the Kasparov - Karpov 1990 World
Championship match in Lyon. The fascinating complications of
that game and the romantic nature of the Scotch Opening cap-
tured the public's imagination, and soon it was being played
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around the world. Kasparov has since turned to it on many occa-
sions and many other world-class grandmasters have made im-
portant theoretical contributions. At the time of writing the future
of the opening looks brighter than ever, even after more than 165
years of tournament competition with the Scotch.



1 Classical Variation: 7 Qc4

One of the main reasons why
the Scotch has come back in
fadhiSh is the

results achieved by White with
the 5 Je3 ¥f6 6 c3 Hge7 7 Qcd
system, which had been neg-

“lected for decades in preference’ 11

to the more forcing 5 £\b3.

The idea of 7 {c4 has been
known for a long time but it
was previously thought that 7
.. 55 and 8 .. g6 was a

*Slitable feredy, leading to
equality according to an analy-
sis by Sokolsky in the 1940s
This view was challé‘ﬁ’g“e)a%()'iﬁ
1991 during a lecture at the
Chess School of Iceland. The
conSelliénces ‘of the line were
discussed at a deep level with
the result that Ioelaqx,ldic
players enjoyed a ’B)ﬁ‘z;ée “of
spectacular victories in Europe
and the USA which ""“u'ﬁnef a
great deal of interest. The basis
of the new idea is that the

e-pawn can be aBahloned’ in

CoyRTerus
spectacular "

Kasparov ~ Short
Linares 1992

1 ed e5

2 N3 &b
3 d4 exd4
4 OHxdd  Oc5
5 Qe3 wf6

6 <3 Hge?
7 Qcd

/&, }/97 g //
A1k

This is the beginning of the
line which has revolutionized
the reputation of the Socotch.
White declares his aggressive
intentions at the earliest oppor-
tunity by pin-pointing f7. The

the "quEst for rapid de3é’f§)5:—":_ major alternative, 7 g3, is exam-
ment. The theoretical débate™ ined in the next chapter.

has continued, and Kas

\pal?\v\
has given it the "royal” ‘Seal"of

«¢‘dpproval by adopting it in his
° own games.

7 .. 0-0
8 0-0 0bé

Black has no time to play 8
... ab in order to have the option
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of retreating the bishop to a7: 9
Ght! (9 f4 d6! 10 Sht Qa?7) 9 ...
bS (9 ... d6? 10 &b Sxob 1
Qxc5 dxcS 12 f41) 10 Qe2 Qb7
11 f4 d6 12 §f3 £\gb (Hjartarson
- Goldin, Philadelphia 1991) 13
EWch! (Ixed (13 ... Qxch 14 Qxc5
dxc5 15 e5 Qxf3 16 Wxf3t) 14
4)a5 QOxf4 15 g3! QeS 16 £¥xb7 a5
17 Be2+-.

The kmght retreats in order
to emerge on d5 via e3. This
seems the best of an assort-
ment of ideas:

a) 94\a3 and now:

al) 9... d6?! 10 £\dbS and now

all) 10 ... a6 11 & xd6 Hd8 (11 ...
Oxed! 12 £ yxe8 Haxc8 13 fxe3co
Leko - Huzman, Wik aan Zee
1992) 12 eS5! Wg6 13 Oxbb cxbb 14
We2 Qeb 15 Hxb7 Hd7 16 &d6
1-0 van der Wiel - David,
Mondorf 1991,

al2) 10 ... 3aS 11 b4 ab 12 bxas
axbS 13 {xbS ExaS 14 &xc7
Bxc3 15 Hcl WeS 16 b6 Ha3 17
&\bS Hab 18 Oc7 &aS 19 Oxd6b+-
van der Wiel ~ Sarfati, Manila
Ol 1992,

a2 9 ... £ yxd4!? 10 cxd4 dst?

11 exdS Hd8 12 ¥hS hé6 13 Hfel
Of5 14 ¥f3 Hd7 15 bS5 Had8
(Chandler - Short, English Ch
199) 16 &3 Oxdd 17 (xdd
¥xd4, intending 18 QbS of! 19
dxcb bxod 20 Qxcod Qg4 21 Hed
Oych 22 Yxch Wbd with un-
clear chances acocording to
Chandler.

a3) 9 ... g6 and now:

a3D) 10 £ xcb bxch 11 Hel db 12
Wd2 b7 13 Hadl h6 14 &\2
Had8 15 ¥l Hfe8 16 £3 Wf6 17
&hi &g6 18 Qd4= Leko - van
der Sterren, Nettetal 1992.

a32) 10 ¥d2 &xd4 11 Oxd4
QOxd4 12 exd4 d5 13 exdS §h3 14
f4 Had8 15 Hael X8 (15 ..
&xd5? 16 HeS o6 17 HgS+-) 16
Qb3 OF5 17 &4 &\bb 18 &b
axb6 19 HeSt Mainka - van der
Sterren, Prague 1992.

b) 9 Ob3 and now:

b) 9 .. d6 10 Phi Hxdd 1
exdd &b 12 £c3 Oxd4 13 £d5
WeS 14 Oxdd ¥xdd 1S Hxc7
b8 16 We2 W6 17 £\I5 tho 18
Hadl Qe6 19 f4f Dolmatov -
Yusupov, Wijk aan Zee (10) 1991.

b2) 9 ... £S5 10 Qc2 &4 11
QOct d5 12 exdS Qxd4 13 cxd4
OF5 14 &3 QOxc2 15 ¥xc2 §\bb
16 ¥ed Wd6 17 Qf4 ¥d7 18 d6
cxd6 19 a4 Hfe8 20 ¥f3 &6 21
Hfdl ad8 22 ¥g3%t J. Polgar -
Granda Zuniga, Madrid 1992.

c) 9 Bht?! Hd8 (9 ... HYa5? 10
0d3 d5? 1l exdS5 &HxdS 12 ¥hS+-;
9 ... S\xd4?! 10 oxd4 d5 11 (xdS!
&WdS 12 exdS Hd8 13 £3%) 10
Wh5!? he 11 £H\A2 dS! 12 exdS

Eydd 13 oxdd Of5 14 W3 Web
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15 Of 4 Wgd 16 ¥xgd Oxga 17 f3!  against the overstretched black
OfS 18 g4 Qh7 19 d6 cxd6 20 g- and h-pawns.

Hael¥ Kasparov - Kamsky, 18 .. &Hd7? (3
Tilburg 1991. :
9 .. dé
10 Oxb6 axbb
11 f4 gs!?

A brave approach to force
White to relinquish his hold on
the coveted e5-square, which
can then be occupied by a black
knight. A less confrontational

approach is 1 ... Qei7 12 &2

(xcd 13 &4 Web when White :

maintains a slight spatial ad- 19 QOxg4

vantage. A startling sacrifice to open
12 fS &\e5 up a route to Black's king,
13 Qe2 0d7 enabling the rook and queen to
14 c4 create mating threats.

This represents another step 19 .. hxg4

in the quest to secure d5 for 20 &Hxgs Wh4a

the white knights. 21 Af3 &Hgb
14 .. ga! 22 Yel!

The risky advance on the This is the position that
kingside is designed to create Kasparov had judged in his
some counterplay, rather than favour on move 19. Another
wait for White to build up his piece is left hanging for the
forces. In fact, a direct ap~ sake of the attack, which can
proach to try and exchange one only now be cut short by giving
of the knights would have been up the queen.

more effective: 14 ... Qa4! 15 b3 22 .. Wxg4
Qcb gives an unclear position 23 Whé+ g8
e.g. 16 £3? Sxcd!. 24 Th3  Wxh3
15 &3 hS 25 gxh3!
16 Wd2 Qh8 White allows doubled pawns
17 Wf4 Qcb to open up the g-file in order
18 &\ed (qxhie to maintain the momentum of
Now*}yhite is on the Yverge his attack by an eventual Hgl.
of ocdupying d5, with the in- 25 .. &\geS
tention of 19 &ed5 (xdS 20 26 f6 Hxf6
exd5 followed by &\ed and f6 27 Wxf6 IHae8

with overwhelming pressure 28 &hi
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Although Black has managed
to extract a rook and bishop
for the queen, the vulnerability

of his king is the deciding issue.
28 .. g6
29 h4 Heb
30 WeS Hfe8
31 hS HeS
32 Whé Hxe4
A desperate response due to
32....5%hd 33 Hgl+.
33 LHxed  Hxed
34 el &es
35 WgS+ Dh7
36 wWfs+ &he
37 Af1
The technical ex e at the

moment is to ﬁ’f"é’\;eﬁ the black

pieces from s ing around
the white king.
37 .. He2
38 wfe+ Hh7
39 WgS! Qed
If here 39 ... Hxb2 40 Hxf7+

OWf7 41 Wgb+ Th8 42 w6+
De8 43 Wxb2, with a decisive

advantage.

40 h6 JoT-)
41 h4 He4
42 hS Bega+
43 wWxgd 4xgh
44 hxg6+ fxgbé
45 RAf7+ Sxho
46 IOxc7 &eS
47 Bxb7 &yxcd
48 b3 1-0

As we have seen, the quiet 7

. 0-0 8 00 Qb6 does not

promise Black an equal game.
The next two examples feature
7 ... £e5; an attempt by Black
to curtail the influence of the

powerful white light-squared
bishop. This was originally
considered to be the refutation
of the whole 7 Qc4 variation.
However, after 8 (e2 g6 9
0-0 d5 White has the twist 10
QhS!, giving up a pawn for a
strong initiative, which has
completely revived his chances.

Ehlvest - Beliavsky
Reykjav1k 1991
@f3
d4
Gyxd4

_Qe3
{Hge?

Qc4 &\eS

This move is the reason why
the 7 Qc4 line used to have a
poor reputation, as the bishop
is immediately forced to
retreat. Sokolsky's analysis
from the 1940s ran: 8 Qe2 ¥g6
9 0-0 d5 10 exd5 Qh3 11 QOf3
0-0-0F. However, Ehlvest has
other ideas, as we shall see.

8 (e2

This is the most precise
course at this juncture. White
intends to foroe back the black
knight by playing f4 and this
will only really be effective if
the g4-square is well covered.
The 'natural’ 8 (b3 is much less
convincing: 8 .. ¥g6 9 0-0
txed 10 &2 (After 10 Qc2
®h4!, and 10 HBS Wo6! White
has insufficient compensation
for the pawn) 10 ... ¥g4! 11 bS5

é;,)c6
exd4
OcS
w6

NN W N =



Oxed 12 fxe3 Wxdl 13 Haxdl
&d8 14 Oxf7 dé 15 h3?! &5 16
ed &He3 17 Ob3 ab 18 £)d4 Hxdi
19 Hixdl Be7-+ Meitner - Ros-
enthal, Vienna 1873.
8 .. Wgb

There are no decent pros-
pects for Black after 8 ... d5?
since the resulting tactics are
in White's favour: 9 0-O dxe4 10
&S (d6* 11 Bc5! 0-0 12 & yxd6

oxdé 13 Wixd6 Wxd6 14 (xd6

X506 15 £)d2 Fle 16 Hfel OF5 17

Hadi Had8 18 £¥b3 h6i19 §bS aff

20 Of1 &8 21 Qa3 Hxdi 22
Fixct £¥6 23 £c5 Db 24 Eb7
&xeck: 25 &b Hdg 2 Pdd (eb
27 Qc5 Hd7 28 &xc4il-0 Stein-
grimsson - Malaniuk, Kecsk-
emet 1991

9 00 ds!? @

The more solid 9 ... d6 (and
the risky 9 .. ¥xed) are dis-
cussed in the next game.

10 QhS!

This sharp continuation has
cast doubt on Black's tradition-
al path to equality. The black
queen is lured into an exposed
position, allowing White to
develop his pieces with gain of

Classical Variation: 7 {c4 15

time at the cost of a single
pawn. Other possibilities are:

a) 10 5\bS? Oh3 11 &Hxc7+ (1
Of3 dxed) 11 .. f8 12 Of3 Oxe3
13 fxe3 dxe4F.

b) 10 Of4 and now:

b 10 ... Oh3 11 (g3 hS 12
Wad+ B8 13 O3 &S xf3+ 14 Oxf3
h4 15 Qxc7 Qxg2 16 Oxg2 h3 17
Q23 hxg2F¥ Kopayev - Kualy-
achev, Ukrainian Ch 1949.

b2) 10 ... ¥xed 11 Qg3 Oxd4 12
&Yd2 g6 13 cxd4 é\Ach when
Black has the better chances
according to Sokolsky.

c) 10Ph1!? and now:

c) 10 ... dxed 11 \bS! Qb6 12
Qxb6 ¥xbo 13 Wd4! ¥xd4 14
cxd4d Qg4 15 QOxgd &xgd 16
&wc7+ &d7 17 Hxa8 Hxa8 18
&3 £5 19 £3 ext3 20 HxE3 &6

21 Hel £Y06 22 Bxf5 1-0 Gusakov
- Radu, Corr 1978.
c2 10 ... 0-0 (10 ... ¥xed 11

&bS) 11 £d2 dxed 12 QhS Qgé
13 Qxgb QOxdi 14 Qxed! QhS 15
&¥b3 (15 &X5%) 15 ... Qxd4 16
QOxd4 &7ch 17 Q5 Hfe8 18 Hfel
57! (18 ... f6!?) 19 Qc2 Had8 20
&¥d4 &xd4 21 Oxd4t Geenen -
Lacrosse, Belgian Ch 1991.
10 .. Wxed
If the offer of material is
declined then White has excel-
lent chances: 10 ... ¥f6 (10 ...
W6 11 balt) 1 £ &Hed 12 (21t
1 4Hd2

11 bS5 is more forceful:
a) 11 ... §xed 12 &7+ BB 13
&wa8 Oc5 14 &d2 WS (14 ..

What?) 15 £¥b3 (db 16 (2 bb 17
a4!t P. Lukacs.
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b 1 .. 0d6 12 &HKa7 (12
&yxdo+ cxdb 13 Qg5 Qg4 14
Oxgd txgd 15 QOxe7t) 12 ..
Bxa7 13 Oxa7 9d7 14 £d2 ¥hd
1S g3 Wh3 16 c4! and White is
slightly better according to
Vladimirov.

n .. wd3

This is practically forced due
to 11 ... h4?! 12 Oxf7+ &7 13
A3 ¥f6 14 QxcSE.

12 HAf3  Qd6

Black soon gets into a tangle
after 12 ... Qxe3 13 Hxe5 ¥d2
14 ¥ Oc5 15 Oxf7+ &d8 16
Hadl ¥hé 17 QxdS!+-.

13 4HxeS  QxeS (5)

/"7/'/ j / I/ =

14 Qc5
In return for the pawn White
has active play and can gain
time by chasing the black
queen.
14 .. g6
The idea of shifting the king
to the queenside is rather tame:
14 ... Of6 15 Hel g6 16 Of3 Qeb 17
c4 0-0-0%.
15 Qe2 wfS
16 &3 0fe6
Black loses the right to
castle if the bishop retreats

elsewhere, eg. 16 .. Qdé 17

Oxd6 cxd6 18 bS5+ &Hf8 19
Wdat.

17 Hel 0-0

18 0d3  Wd7

19 $HeS  wds

20 wWf3 De7 ©

. %
7

/ / //,.7 '//

»
R,

21 h4!
This is designed to facilitate
a clever trap. After 21 .. h5 a
classic queen sacrifice is pos-
sible: 22 ¥nfo+!! Bxf6 23 (3d4
Qg7 24 Lo+ Hg8 25 &H)xd8
Hxd8 26 Hxe7 which picks up a

piece.
21 .. Oxh4
22 f4 ofeé
23 N3

Ehlvest has now completed
his preliminary measures in
order to threaten a knockout
blow: 24 ¥xf6+ &xf6 25 (§d4
mate.

23 .. &\g8
24 (Oxf8+ EHxf8
25 Hadi

With the sacrifice of the
exchange, Black has avoided an
instant calamity and has two
pawns to even up the material
balance. However, White still



has a healthy initiative and can
target the fragile d5-pawn due

to his well centralised rooks.
25 .. de7
26 c4 cb
27 cxdS cxdS
28 (c4 &He?
29 (b3

One intriguing idea was to
dispense with this safeguarding
move and pursue a direct tac—
tical course: 29 £\g5 a5 30 &£ xh7
&xh7 31 ¥xf6. The best way to
confront the threat would be
to block access to f6 by 29 ..
OfS 30 g4?! ¥b8!.

29 .. aS
30 &gS  Hab
31 Les ad

The pawn on b2 is immune
from capture: 31 ... Qxb2? 32
Wd2 QeS (32 ... (a3 33 ¥d4++-)
B &5 Hcb 34 HxeS HxcS 35
®d4 with dual threats against
the black rook and of a dis-
covered check.

32 Qc4 He6
33 wd2 Wc7

34 OHyxf6  Hxfé6

35 (xdS .

White has finally won the
d5-pawn since now 35 ... Hd6 36
Wf4 puts a stop to any hopes
of pinning the bishop. To avoid
the counterplay of the game, 35
QbS could have been consider-
ed, with the idea of rounding
up the d5-pawn later. The
immediate capture allows Black
to confuse matters.

35

Qg4
36 f3 &HxdS

Classical Variation: 7 Jc4 17

37 fxg4
If 37 ¥xd5 Qxf3 is extremely
awkward with an impending
check on g3.
37 .. g3
38 g5 afr4?
Black can survive after 38 ...
TES! 39 Wd4+ £6 40 gxfo+ Hho!
(40 ... &HHXF6 41 He6) which is
roughly equal according to
Ehlvest.

39 Af1 a3
No better is 39 .. h4 40
Hxf7++-.
40 Bxf4 &LHxf4
41 Wd4+ 1-0

The next game illustrates
how White should react to the
quieter 9 ... d6 (instead of 9 ...
dS5). The best reply is Ehlvest's
10 £3! which has been the sub-

ject of several recent games.

Schmittdiel - 1. Sokolov
| Groningen 1991

1 e4 eS

2 &3 &\ch

3 d4 exd4

4 &Hyxd4d QS

S (e3 wf6

6 c3 o\ge?

7 Qcd 4\eS

8 Qe2 Wgb

9 00 dé

It is a risky venture to steal

o 12 £4 Bh
Ewdb cxdb 15 Wd2 EY5ch 16 £5 .
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6! 17 QgS WeS 18 f6 19
&wdd (19 ... Yet¥ 20

21 {5 + - ) 20 HxeS dxeS
21 cxdé Ye8 22 dxe5 ¥ixeé5 23
Qd3 dp 24 Hel Hxel+ 25 xel
&¥eS5:26 Of4 gxf6.27 (3h6 (eb 28
We3+ &\gb 29 h4 1-0 Thorhall-
sson - Yurtaev, Hartberg 1991.

10 £3! (7

Ehlvest's improvement on
other lines normally employed
at this juncture. White safe-
guards e4 with the aim of
quick development before
advancing his kingside pawns.
Others:

a) 104\d2?! Oh3 11 Of3 0-0t 12
&2 (12 $hi Ogd) 12 ... Had8 13
b4 (13 OxcS dxc5F) 13 ... Qb6 14
LOxb6 axb6F Nikovits - P. Luk-
acs, Hungary 1991.

b) 10 &HHS? Oh3 H §f3 Oxe3
12 &7+ @d7 13 Hxa8 Of4-+.

©) 10 f4 ¥xed U1 Qf2 and
now:

c) 1 ...5d7?2 12 §d3 ¥dS (12
- Wxf4 13 &HHbS+-) 13 c4 Byxd4
14 Oxd4 Oxd4+ 15 Hf2 £Nf6 16 h3
0d7 17 £x3 0-0-0 18 W2 d5 19
&dh2 with a clear advantage,
Steingrimsson - P. Lukacs,
Kecskemet 1991.

c2) 11 ... Oxd4! 12 cxd4d &\5gb
(12 ... £47 13 &3 Wxf4 14 HPS
&d8?! [14 ... 0017115 d5! g5 16
Hc1 &yxdS 17 h4 ¥eS 18 §d4 ¥e?
19 Oxg7+-) 13 &3 ¥xf4 14 £S5
0-0 15 xc7 Hb8 16 £\bS (16 dS
b6?! 17 £\bS Wrg5 18 £ )xa7 Qb7 19
0g3 H)xdS 20 Yl We?7 21 Hel
EeS 22 bS5 &6 23 Wigs Web 24
&xd6 §YFd7 25 OS5 gb 26 Qgé

&h8 27 FixeS £yxe5 28 £\d4 1-0
Morosevitsch - Balashov, St.
Petersburg 1993) 16 ... &S (16 ...
0d71? 17 £ xa7 g5 18 ad £5=)
17 & xa7 9d7 18 g3= Gelfand -
Beliavsky, Paris 1991.

///,H

By

m"/,
0 1
muwi

1 @dz dst?

Black tries to seize the

initiative with a central strike.
12 &hi dxe4
13 fxed!

The right choice; otherwise
13 & yxed &YIS! allows the black
knights to take up a command-
ing position in the centre.

3 .. wWde?!

At the moment 13 ... f5? is
ruled out by 14 exf5 &S 15
&WES winning a piece because
¢S is loose. The rather artificial
text move is designed to pro-
tect the bishop but merely
allows White to gain time in
exploiting the wandering queen.
A more testing line which
deserves attention is 13 ... Qg4
14 OFA! (14 £YF5?? EWXFS 15 (x5
[15 exfS gh5-+1 15 ... g3+ 16
hxg3 ¥hS+) 14 ... Oxe2 15 txe2
0d6 16 bS5t 1. Sokolov. Also



possible is 13 ... §b6b 14 {f4
EV7ch 15 OhS W6 16 £\2b3 He7
17 ¥c2 Od7 18 Y5 OxF5 19 exf
Had8 20 Qe2 Hfe8 21 a4 ab
(Illescas - Karpov, Linares 1992)
22 Hadit.

&yxc4

14 44
15 (xc4
The White strategy now is
to focus attention on the weak
point at f7 by playing ¥b3 and
then to double rooks.

15 ... &H\gb
16 Wb3 wWd7 (8
The alternatives do not

inspire confidence:

a) 16 ... £e5 17 Qf4! followed
by Oxe5 and Qxf7.

b) 16 ... We7 17 L5 Qx5 18
exfS &eS 19 f6 with a terrific

17 @eb'
White seizes the bishop pair

whilst opening new avenues
for attack.

17 ... fxe6
18 QOxc5 HAxfi+
19 HAxfi1 ab?

Black must activate his
slumbering queenside so 19 ...
b6!? was essential, although

Classical Variation: 7 Jc4 19

White would still be on top.
20 ddt!

A nice touch, White threat-
ens 21 Qxeb+ Bxe6 22 Wd8++-,
and Black cannot afford to
exchange queens because the
white rook would then invade
the eighth rank with a winning

ending.
20 ... We8
21 h4! b6
22 Qa3 8d7

If instead 22 ... Qb7 then 23
Weg4! Oc8 24 hS wins.

23 h5 &7
24 Wgst Sh8
25 hé6 HHg6?! (9

It looks ugly to accept
doubled h-pawns but for good
or bad Black had to try this: 25
... gxh6 26 Qxeb QOxeb 27 ¥xebd
é\g6 and the White victory is
Bpost,poned for a while.

/ ////

w / Z
gy
zl‘é

26 Q1f8+!
A nice tactic which wins the

queen - the rook is taboo to
the knight because of mate on

g’.

26 ... Wxf8
27 (Oxf8 Axf8
28 hxg7+ &Oxg?7
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29 (xab

White is clearly better and
has ample time to snatch a
pawn or two.

30 WgSs
31 (d3
32 e5

B4
Qb
nE7
bs

Sokolov himself points out
that installing a rook on the
second rank is premature: 32 ...
TiF2? 33 Oxg6! hxgob (33 ... Hxg2
34 tfo+) 34 We7+ Fhé 35 Wha+

D7 %M+—

3 ®el  Od5
34 Oxb5 (xa2
35 Qe8 hai ]
36 wWds &xeS
37 Wxc7+ &hé
38 (a4 0ds
39 (c2 BhS
40 ¥Wxh7+ &gs
41 g7+ 1-0

The next game reveals an
interesting idea, 7 ... b6, which
was first introduced by Speel-
man. Black prepares to castle

queenside and leaves his
options open.
Djurhuus - Hector
| Gausdal 1992
1 e4 e5
2 O3 &\cb
3 d4 exd4
4 &Hyxdd  QcS
S Qed wfé
6 c3 4Hge?
7 Qc4 b6!?

A recent concept. Speelman

was the first to play this idea
which is designed to facilitate
queenside castling after the
fianchetto. In the middlegame
Black can try and crash through
on the kingside. The minus side
is that the black dark-squared
bishop no longer has b6 to
retreat to, whilst opposite-side
castling is risky if White man-
ages to quickly mobilize his
queenside pawns.

8 00 (b7 0

7.
////

Z
/'//4

Al ¥
UOLicy

9 b4
White selects the most
vigorous and sharpest method
of meeting the new variation.
The other continuations are:
a) 945 0-0-0 10 (xc5 bxcs
11 Wad ab 12 &H)5a3 &S 13 42
dS 14 Qe2 g6 15 £3 £5 16 Hael
dxed 17 &yacd &7cHb 18 fxed
fxed 19 &xed Scd 20 Qxcd
éNeS 21 Bf2 FThe8 22 Of1 c4 23
&2 Oxg2 24 Hxg2 Hxd2 25
Sht! Bxg2 26 Oxg2 Hf8 27 Qh3+
&gl 28 Hyxcd hS 29 ¥dS &bs
30 (g2 &2+ 31 Ggl Eyhd+ 32
&hl H)f2+ %o Relange - Huz-
man, Cannes 1992
b) 9 f4 0-0-0 10 e5 ¥ho6 11



Wd2 f6 12 {a3 Syxd4 13 oxd4
Oxa3 14 bxa3 (14 f5! ¥hS 15
bxa3 &W«f5? 16 Qe2 ¥g6 17
Qd3+-) 14 ... £S5 15 Hacl fxe5
16 dxe5 Fb8 17 Qd3 Weo6 18 Hfel
(18 QxS ¥xfS 19 Bxc7 &xc7 20
Wdo+ Fc8 21 Oxbb axbe 22 Hcl+
Qcb 23 Exodt) 18 ... Hc8 19 ad
2% Chandler - Speelman,
Hastings 1991/92. Black could
have carried on with 19 ... &h4
and 20 ... g4 ¥F.

©) 94\b31? Pxe3 (9 ... &5 10
&¥cS bxcS) 10 fxe3 WgS 1
Oxf7+ Rd8 12 Hf4 HHe5 13 £d4
ho 14 £\d2 ¢S5 15 £HYAf3 £)d3 16
&xcd Eyda 17 exf4 Bc7 18 e5
&S 19 0dS OxdS 20 ¥xdS oo
21 ¥d3 Ehf8 22 Hdl Had8 23
&S EHha 24 He3 b8 25 £ IS
hé 26 £ed g5 27 g3 c4 28 We2
gxf4 29 gxh4 Wg6+ 30 Bg2 Whs
31 Wf1 £3 32 £\Af6 ¥rxeS 33 Wixf3
dS 34 £\d7++- Watson - Wells,
Walsall 1992.

9 .. &yxd4
10 cxd4 (xb4

For the pawn, White can
gain time by attacking the
queen and dark-squared bishop.
In addition, the mobile pawn
centre is an asset.

Qa5

11 a3

12 dS

An astute way to increase

the pressure by vacating d4 for
the bishop. The rook can only
be taken at a heavy cost: 12 ...
Wxal 13 0d4 and White is
clearly better.

12 .. 0-0

13 He2 10
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White must strive to justify
the pawn sacrifice, so it is
essential to maintain the initi-
ative. The rook is poised to
switch across to the kingside
to lend support to a pawn-rush.
To ocontain such advances,
Black has to try and activate
his two bishops which are
currently doing very little. It
would be a grave error for
White to launch an attack
without proper preparation: 13
f4? bS! 14 e5 (14 Qb3 Wxal 15
0d4 ¥xd4 16 Wd4 Qbe-+; 14
Qda Qbb 15 €5 ¥hé 16 OxbS [16
Ob3 Oxd51 16 ... &5 17 Qf2
&e3! 18 Oxe3 Qxe3+ 19 Shi
Oxfa-+) 14 ... ¥ho 15 Qb3 &5
16 Qf2 (16 OcS d6; 16 Bl Qbbb+ 17
Dhi £g3+ mate) 16 ... Wxf4 17
Wd3 ¥xe5 18 Ha2 &d6 19 He2
¥eS 0-1 Shirov - Agdestein,
Hastings 1991/92.

13 .. Hae8

If Black wishes to knock the
centre then 13 ... b6 comes into
consideration, as played in
Schmittdiel -  Tischbierek,
Germany 1992, which continued:
14 Qd4 g6 (14 ... ¥h6 15 Qe3
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Bgb 16 do) 15 f4 cxdS 16 f5
WgS! 17 Hf3 dxcd 18 Hg3 Wxg3
19 hxg3 f6 20 &3 dS5 with an
unclear position.

14 Re2  L)gb
15 (d4  Whd
16 g3 WhS
17 f4

Invariably the right response
in such situations. The wave of
pawns on the kingside allows
White to build up his forces
behind the shield and deprive
the knight access to e5.

17 .. dé
18 &Hd2  (c8
19 Wc2 (h3
20 RffF2

It is necessary to over-
protect f4, otherwise Black can
foroe a perpetual check: 20 Hcl
Gwfd 21 gxf4 ¥gi+ 22 Shi
Oxd2 23 ¥xd2 wf3+ 24 Dgl
Wgd+=.

20 .. Oxd2
21 ¥Wxd2 f6

22 Xet Re?7
23 (b2

White intends to play e5 so
Black must direct his efforts to

30 h3! Oc8
The bishop is forced to
surrender its blockading role
against the white pawns due to
30 .. Oxh3 (30 ... W¥xh3?? 31

Eh2) 31 ZEh2 ¥gd 32 Qe2 4d7 33
fS+-.

31 g4 Wf7

32 Ocd b

33 €5 dxe5 (12)

N A2
., 4/ 4&%%1
// / itzﬁ ///
ki

[} 2
/i

/,
//ﬁ
¥

34 dxcé6!

A startling move that allows
the white queen to be taken
but at a heavy price. With this
tactical stroke White is able to

resist this breakthrough.
23 ... BAfe8
24 Qbs 0d7
25 Qe2 JoT-23
26 Qbs 847
27 Qe2 Qg4
28 Qbs Rda?!

In a misguided attempt to

win,

Black turns down the

offer to draw by repeating

moves.
29

He3

OF8

gain a material advantage which
effectively ends the game.

34 ... HAxd2

35 Oxf7+ Gxf7

36 Hxd2 exf4

37 Hxe7+ Oxe7

38 Qc3 &\eb

39 b4+ De8

40 (dé g5

An exchange up, the ending

is a formality for White,
especially with the bonus of a
passed pawn. The game con-
cluded as follows: 41 Ob8 £\d8
42 He2+ @7 43 Hc2 L6 44
Oxa? £14 45 Hed £F3+ 46 Bf2



Y5 47 B3 £5 48 gxf5 b5 49
(b8 &4 50 ad &2 51 He2
Ded+ 52 GF3 OxFS 53 axb5 &6
54 Fc5 (ed+ 55 GF2 g4 56 OxF4
&¥d5 57 c7 1-0.

We have so far seen that
Black has yet to find a suitable
route to equality against 7 Qc4;
neither 7 ... 0-0,7 ...&eS nor 7 ...
b6 are fully satisfactory. Even
worse for Black is the immedi-
ate 7 ... Wg6 which practically
loses by force, as the following
game shows.

Ivanchuk - Gulko J

Reykjavik 1991
1 e4 es
2 &3 &b
3 d4 exd4
4 OHxdd QcS
S (e3 wfé
6 c3 Hge?
7 Qch

Apart from 7 g3 (considered
in the next chapter) White has
exhausted the possibilities at
this stage:

a) 7 Qe2 d6 (or 7 ... d5 8 0-0
0-0 9 &yxcb Wyxcd with an equal
game according to Euwe) 8 0-0
ab 9 £4 0-0 10 Hht &)e6 1 Wd2
He8 12 £5 £\8 13 (g5 WeS 14
&6 bxcb 15 f6 with an unclear
position in Konguvel - Tan,
Calcutta 1992.

b) 7 ¥d2 d5! 8 &S (Ixe3 9
Wixe3 0-0! 10 £xc7 HIb8 11 £yxd5
&xdS 12 exdS &b4! 13 cxb4d
Wxb2 14 We3 HeB+ 15 Gdl Wnf2
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16 ¥d2 Qg4+ and Black is
slightly better according to
Bilguer.

o 7 f4 Oxd4 8 cxd4 dS 9
&3 dxe4 (9 ... 0-0!?) 10 dS £S5
11 9c5 §Yoe7 12 QbS5+ cb 13 dxcb
bxob 14 £YdS't (suggested by
Brat).

d) 7 &2 Oxe3 8 &xe3 WeS

and now:

dD 94\d2 d5! 10 exdS &HxdS 1l
éYdcd SHxe3d 12 &xed (Je6F
Sveshnikov - Korchnoi, USSR
Ch 1973.

d2) 9 ¥f3 0-0 10 Qc4 d6 11
yi2 Qeb 12 0-0 g5 13 We2
g6 14 g3 Bh3 15 Hfel &yceS 16
Shi & xcd 17 f4 BeS 18 Wxcd
Wxc4= Tartakower - Tarrasch,
Vienna 1922

e) 76d2? xd4 8 e5 &2+ 9
Wixc2 ¥xeS winning a pawn,
Czerniak - Trifunovic, Belgrade
1954.

£ 7 gbS a6 8 Qxcb (8 Qad?!
&eS 9 Be2 &\7g6bF Randir -
Keres, Parnu 1947) 8 ... bxcb 9
0-0 0-0 10 &2 do 11 ¥f3=
Roch - Kiovan, Budapest 1970.

7 .. Wg6?!

This is rarely played for
reasons that will soon become
obvious. An experiment with 7
.. & d41? occurred in Schmitt~
diel - Romanisin, Groningen
1991, and Black was lucky to
salvage equality: 8 cxd4 Qb4+ 9
&3 Oxc3+ 10 bxc3 0-0 11 0-0
ot 12 Od3 d5 13 W2 Wg6 14
exd5 Qf5 15 QxS IS 16 Hfet
Had8 17 Of4? &yxd4! 18 ¥xgb
fxg6 19 Qxc7 Hd7 20 Hadi Hxc7
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2t H¥xd4 Hxc3=.
8 &xcb Wyxcb (13

No better is 8 .. Qxe3 9
éyxe7 Wixg2 10 Hf1 with a clear
advantage.

9 (Oxf7+!

The bishop is temporarily
given up to wreck the kingside
and deny Black the opportunity
to castle.

9 .. Sxf7
10 WhS+ 4\gb

A slight improvement is
possible: 10 ... gb 11 ¥xc5 ¥xed,
but ultimately White remains
on top.

11 W5+ Qe8
12 ¥xcS Wxed (14)

31

White

is certainly better

with a lead in development and
the opposing king stranded in
the middle of the board. There
is no point in Black snatching
the g-pawn as this would
merely open up another avenue
for White's rooks: 13 ... txg2 14
0-0-0.

13 ... Wcb
14 WhS dé
15 0-0 Oeb
16 (d4 &d7
17 f4

Now that White has whisked
the king to safety and given the
bishop its most influential
square on the al-h8 diagonal,
he is well set to disrupt the
co-ordination of the black
forces. The f-pawn is used as
a battering ram with the im-
mediate threat of 18 f5, forking
the defensive pieces.

17 ... &\e?
18 f5 QOxfs
19 Hael

The attraction of winning
two pieces for a rook is some-
what tarnished after 19 ExfS
g6! 20 Wyg5 HfS 21 Oxh8 Hxh8
and Black is still hanging on.
The text brings White's last
piece into the main arena.

19 .. goé 15
20 xe7+!

The culmination of White's
campaign. The rook is given up
as part of a combination which
will exploit the position of
Black's king in the centre.

20 ... &xe7
21 WeS+ &d7
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22 (xh8 Wb6+
This is tantamount to

resignation since Black remains
a piece down with only vague
chances of obtaining a few
pawns in compensation. How-
ever, the alternative is not very
attractive either: 22 ... Hxh8 23
BXfS! gxf5 24 Wg7+ Heb 25
Wxh8+-.

23 (d4  #xb2
24 g4 Qeb
25 Abi  fxa2
26 Wbs+ Ge?
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27 Wxb7 R1d8
28 Inf1 Wxd2
29 Wxc7+ Qd7
30 (Of6+ Heb
31 Wca+ 1-0
Conclusion

The lines with 7 Qc4 present
a real danger to Black. The ease
with which Kasparov defeated
Short in this line demonstrates
what a force it can be, even at
the very highest level. The
most interesting defence is 7 ...
b6 which leads to very double-
edged positions. If Black man-
ages to secure equality then the
complexities surrounding the
sub-variation Watson - Wells
will require further investiga-
tion. In any case, clearly 7 {c4
is an ideal winning weapon at
all levels of play and is worth
studying in some detail.



2 Classical Variation: 7 g3

White's possibilities in the
Classical Variation are not
restricted to 7 Qc4; in the last
few years another discarded
idea has been successfully
revived, 7 g3. This seventh
move used to be dismissed by
the footnote 7 ... d5=, although
one can find some examples
from the 1970s with the con~
tinuation 8 (g2 dxed 9 &S,
when the resulting complica-
tions favour Black. However,
Sveshnikov has recently pi-
oneered 9 42 on the inter-
national scene, a move which
makes this variation a fully
viable alternative to the more
common 7 Qc4.

Sveshnikov - Yurtaev

Podolsk 1990
1 ed eS
2 O3 &\cb
3 d4 exd4
4 &OHyxdd  QcS
5 Qe3 wfé
6 c3 &Hge
7 g3

White prepares to fianchetto
the bishop; a safer and less
complex variation than 7 Qc4.

7 .. ds (16)

Black must challenge in the
centre if he wishes to stand any
chance of achieving equality.
Other replies allow the latent
power of White's quiet system
to be revealed:

a) 7 ... d6 8 Qg2 and now:

al) 8 ... £e5 9 h3 Qd7 10 ¥e2
g 11l &d2 &7gb (Honfi -
Knezevic, Majdanpek 1976) 12
&3 Qbb 13 0-0-0%.

a2) 8 ... 9d7 9 0-0 &5 10 h3
&xd 11 Qcl &b 12 Ye2 (12
Se2?) 12 ... £¥4e5 13 Qe3 Ob6 14
&2 0-0 -3 Pazos - Spassky,
Dubai Ol 1986) is slightly better
for White.

b} 7 ... 5Hxd4 8 cxd4 §bd+ 9
&3 0-0 10 Qg2 dab 11 ¥b3!
Qa5 12 d5 &\g6 13 0d4 He8 14
0-0-0% Dubinsky - Grabczew-



ski, Moscow 1973/74.
A 7..008 (g2 dé6 9 0-0
£S5 (9 .. Ob6 10 L3 Web 1

Oxd Exdd 12 cxd4 £5 13 Hxbb
[13 e517113 ... axb6 14 £3 Bh8 15

®c2= Bus - Ong, Oakham 1992)
10 h3 &xcd 11 Qcl &b 12 &2
and now:

c) 12 ... He8 (12 ... a5!?) 13
&4 ab 14 b3 &Hde5 15 Ha3 &7
16 £X2 o6 17 {4t Klovan -
Pioch, USSR 1974.

c2) 12 ... ¥g6 13 Hh2 WhS 14
Wel! SdeS 15 S 4 HF3+ 16 Oxf3
Wxf3 17 b4 (17 §d2 &ed) 17 ...
Q0b6 18 Qb2 g5 19 £d2 &S5 20

Wcl+-  Tseitlin - Milicevic,
Kragujevac 1974.
8 Qg2 dxe4

The main alternatives, 8 ...
&yd4, 8 ... £S5 and 8 ... Oxd4,
are examined in the illustrative
game Salov - Karpov.

9 4Hdann

The old line, 94\bS, is dubious
and despite a recent attempt to
revive it, the conclusion that
Black emerges with the better
game has not been seriously
brought into doubt. For ex-
ample:

a 9 .. Od6? 10 &2 and
now:

al) 10 ... QeS 11 & yxed g6 12
0-0 a6 13 &¥d4 0-0 14 &Hxod
&b 15 £X5 0db6 16 Wad WhS 17
&Wb7  winning, Dubinsky -
Ivanov, Moscow 1973/74.

a2) 10 ... ¥eS 11 Hxd6+ ¥rxd6
12 &yxed Bg6 13 0-0% Zhuraviev
- Semenyuk, Vilnius 1974.

b) 9 ... Oxe3! 10 L xc7+ B8 11
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fxe3 (or 11 0-0 Hb8 12 fxe3 teS
13¥b3 fS with an unclear posi-
tion, Sveshnikov - Geller, Sochi
1976) 11 ... Hb8 12 £YdS and now:

bl) 12 ... WgS 13 &4 WS 14
0-0 g5 15 HhS Qeb with comp-
lications  favouring  Black,
Klovan - Romanishin, Odessa
1974.

b2) 12 ... ¥e5 13 & xe7 Hxe?
14 £\d2 ¥d8 15 0-0 Jeb 16 We2
£5 17 £HH3 Oxb3 18 axb3 gb 19
g4 Hf8 20 Hf4 Ff6 21 gxfS gxfS
22 %hS h6 23 Hafl Hbf8 24 Ghi
&d6 25 Wha &\e7 26 EAF2 £IS
27 Hd2 &7 28 W2 f4 29 exfa
&wf4 30 Wg3 e3 31 HdS We7 32
EbS bo 33 Hal Hb8 34 Of3 Hg6
35 (g4 Wed+ 36 WF3 Wixf3+ 37
Oxf3 &3 38 (g2 €2 0-1 Izeta
~ Lakunza, San Sebastian 1991.

9 .. 0b6

The other replies give White
all the chances:

a) 9 ... Sxd4 10 Sxed Wb 1
0-0! Ob6 12 cxd4 0-0 13 &X5
Wgb 14 H)xb7 Qxb7 15 Qxb7
Hab8 16 Qg2 Hfd8 17 Wadt P.
Delaney - Wallace, Mulcahy
1978.

b) 9 .. Oxd4 10 cxd4 and
now:

bD 10 ... §F5?! 11 S\xed Wg6 12
&3 0-0 (12 ... (§d3?! 13 dS &)e5
14 Wad+ o6 15 Od4 &4 16
0-0-01) 13 0-0 Hfd8 14 Wa4d
Oc22 15 Wa3 &5 16 £\dS! HBd7
17 W3 & yxe3 18 fxe3 Wyd3 (18 ...
Qed? 19 &4 WS 20 Qh3+-) 19
Bel WbS 20 W2 Qg6 21 edt
Honfi - Kluger, Hungary 1976.

b2) 10 ... 0-0 11 Hxed Ygo 12
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0-0 Qeb 13 £S5 QdS (Kupreichik
~ Parma, Dortmund 1975) 14
SWb7'E.

10 &Hxed  Wgb

11 00

It is sensible to get the king

to safety. The sortie 11 £Yb5?! is
dubious on account of White's
exposed central king position;
Sveshnikov - Balashov, Moscow
1989, continued: 1 .. 0-0 12

Oxb6 Oh3! 13 Y6+ Wixfo 14
Oxh3 cxbb 15 0-0 Had8 16 We2
Whé 17 Qg2 Bd2 18 Wed ab 19

&3 bST.
1

12 Wad

A tremendous move; the
knight leaps to an influential
square since after 13 ... Oxc5 14
Sxob oo 15 QxcS White
regains the piece, emerging
with a pair of commanding
bishops.

3 .. &\es
14 (Of4 Qxc5
15 (xe5 Wh5?!

A somewhat better defence
is afforded by 15 ... c6 16 Hael,
when White has to settle for a

slightly better game. The text
aims to take the initiative by

offering a pawn in exchange for
active play.

16 QOxc?7 Hac8

17 QaS

It seems strange to allow
the bishop to be stuck on the
edge of the board but this is
only a temporary measure. The
‘natural’ 17 §f4 was what Black
planned for: 17 ... £)g6 18 Qe3
ée5 with tactical chances of
exploiting the light squares
based upon .. Qxd4 and ..
&3+

7 .. £\dS
18 £b3  BF3
19 (xf3 Wxf3
20 &)d4

Now that the influential
bishop on g2 has been ex-
changed, White must endeavour
to utilise the extra pawn before
his draughty king comes under
attack. If 20 Hael (20 Hadi?
&e3!-+) 20 ... bb 21 xS HxcS
22 Ob4 &4 23 gxf4 Wgd+ 24

&hi W3+ with perpetual check.
20 .. wWf6
21 Wd7  &Hf4
22 ¥Wxb7 (Ixd4
23 cxd4d Se2+
24 g2  Wxdd
25 QAfdi

The situation has become
somewhat clearer after the
flurry of exchanges. White is a
clear pawn up and once the
knight is ejected from e2, the
bishop can be rehabilitated on
c3 with control of the al-h8



diagonal. Black must try to
prevent the expansion of
White's queenside pawns, while
searching for a way to control
the a8-hi diagonal to harass

the white king.
25 ... Wa4
26 Qel Ofe8
27 RBd7

The lure of oocupying the
seventh rank proves far too

strong. A calmer approach,
blocking the hi-a8 diagonal,
was the key to success: 27 ¥b3!
Wxb3 (27 ... Wed+ 28 Wf31) 28
axb3 Hc7 29 Hd2 intending f3
and Of2 when White is slightly
better according to Sveshnikov.
27 .. - DBcé!

White had missed this sur-
prising move which abandons
the f-pawn in return for
ocounterplay against the white

28 MXF7T  Weds
29 £3 (18

No better was 29 Hf3 &\fa+!

30 gxf4 Hgb+ winning the
queen.
29 .. A+
Suddenly Black's forces
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stream around the white king.
30 gxf4
Not 30 Exf4 Fc2+ 31 &h3
Wnb7-+.
30 .. Hc2+
31 &Hh3
White has no choice in the
matter as other replies lead to
instant disaster:
a 31 &Ghl Wxel+ 32 Hxel
Exel mate.
b) 31 Bg3 Wb+ 32 Fh3 Yg2+

33 hd Wxh2+ 34 Hg5 Heg2+ 35
&FS WhS mate.
31 .. Web+
32 f5 Wxf7
33 Wxf7+ &Oxf7
34 Qc3 Bee2
35 Adu Hxh2+
36 dg3 hS
Sveshnikov considers that 36
. g5 37 fxgb+ Bxgb was Black's
best winning try as the black
king avoids being cut off on the
back rank.
37 Ad7+ De8
38 Hxa7 g5
39 fxgb Hcg2+
40 Of4 Hxgb
41 a4
The connected passed pawns

offer White good practical
chances. Black will be unable
to run the h-pawn to promo-
tion since his rooks will be tied
down on the queenside. The
game concluded as follows: 41
.. h4 42 a5 h3 43 a6 He2 44
Ha8+Bd7 45 a7 Hab 46 (d4 h2
47 #h8 Hob 48 Hh5? (48 bd
&S 49 Oc5 Hal S0 SfS Hea2 St
ad Hxa8 52 Hxh2t) 48 ... He8
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49&e3 Had 50 OF2 hifd) 51 Fxhi
He8+ 52 Gh2 HEh8+ 53 Pe2
Pg8+ 54 Bft Hal+ 55 (el Hxa7
56 Hf2 BF7 57 Hner $dS 58
EhS+ ded 59 Hha+ &d5 60 (3
Hef8 61 Hdd+ HeS 62 Hd3 He8
63 (0d2 Eb8 64 bd+ ek 65
Fic3+ Bd4 66 a3 HbS 67 Qe+
Scd 68 QS Hb8 69 He3 Hh8 70
Fled+ §d3 71 Hdd+ &3 72 $g3
Hhi 73 f4 ¥if1 4o,

Instead of 8 .. dxe4, Black
can also follow a quieter plan,
8 .. &d4, which has been
played by Anatoly Karpov
amongst others. This variation
almost equalises for Black, but
accurate play by White can still
make things very difficult for
his opponent.

Salov - Karpov

Reggio Emilia 1991/92

1 ed e5

2 43 &\eb

3 d4 exd4

4 &Hyxdd  QcS

S5 Qe3 wf6

6 c3 &Hge7

7 g3 ds

8 Qg2 {Hxd4

Karpov adopts a plan of
liquidation with the idea of
eventually isolating the white
d-pawn. Apart from 8 ... dxed,
discussed in the previous game,
Black has several other possib-
ilities:

a) 8..4%5!79 0-0 Qg4 10 {3
8d7 14d2 Qb6 12 a4 a5 13 h3

We6 14 Hh2 dxed 15 & xed 0-0
16 f4 &4 17 Qct &F5 18 ¥d3
&xd4 19 exd4 £d6 20 g4 5 21
&St Q8 22 (f3= Campora -
Gouveia, Buenos Aires 1991,

b) 8 ... Oxd4 9 cxd4 dxed 10
&3 0-0 11 &xed Wg6 12 0-0
and now:

b)) 12 ... Qeb 13 X3 (not 13
&5 0dS 14 Het Oxg2 15 Sxg2
&¥S'F  Kupreichik - Parma,
Dortmund 1975) 13 ... Had8 14
Wad &HIS 15 &xdS QOxdS 16
QxdS ExdS 17 ¥b3= Timmer-
man -~ Pliester, Amsterdam
1982.

b2) 12 ... £S5 13 £33 %3
14 bxc3 QF5 15 §f4 Hac8 16 Hel
Hfd8 17 a4t Zhuraviev -
Ostrovsky, Rostov-on-Don
1975.

9 cxdd Qb4+ (19

This line of play used to be
frowned upon, as White
generally managed to exploit
his space advantage in the
middlegame. The alternative
approach gives White slight but
persistent pressure: 9 ... {bé 10
exdS &S 11 0-0 0-0 12 &)3
Qxd4 13 Hed ¥bo (13 ... ¥eS 14



Of4 We7 15 gd+-) 14 Oxdd
&wd4 15 Hcl OFS 16 Hc5t? Oxed
17 dxd4 Oxe2 18 Gxg2 Had8 19
Yed ¥xb2 20 BExc7 bS 21 Weh!
Wxa2!? 22 d6 W4 (22 .. b4 23
d7 a5 24 Hel+-) 23 ¥xcd bxcd
24 d7 (Nunn - Smagin, Bundes-
liga 1990/91) 24 ... f5=.

10 &)3 Pxc3+
11 bxc3d dxes

12 (xed 20

%g%% e
& w:wt
’'n /

Y 'zﬁm/
i Qﬁ%

12 .. c6!

The point of Karpov's play is
revealed, as now the white
light-squared bishop is blunted.
The alternatives are inferior:

a) 12 ... Web 13 Wd3 &S 14
Qg2 Hxe3 15 txe3 Hb8 16 Hd2!
Wxed+ 17 fxe3 He7 18 c4 h5?!

18 ... d8!?) 19 e4 h4 20 €5 hoé
21 Qf3 b6 22 g4 Hgb 23 Hhgl
He5 24 Hgel Qab 25 3 HA8 26
ad! OcB 27 a5 f5 28 axbb axbbd
29 Ha7+- Campora - Rubinetti,
Buenos Aires 1986.

b) 12 .. §h3 13 Hbl Web 14
®d3 Hd8 15 Hxb7 0-0 16 Hxa7
£5 17 Of3 £)dS 18 Wed 4! 19
gxf4 @h8 20 (OxdS Hxds 21
Brxc7 Bigo 22 ©d2 HbS with an
unclear position aocording to
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Botterill and Harding. There is
plenty of room for improve-
ment in this analysis, for ex-
ample 13 ¥hS! We6 14 Qxb7
Ob8 (14 ... Hd8 15 ¥e5t) 15 Qf3
intending g4+.
13 0-0
14 a4
A preliminary measure to
prevent the black queenside
pawns from ever advancing. If
White turns his attention solely
to the queenside to keep the
c8-bishop at bay, then Black
has a comfortable game: 14 ¥bl
h6 (14 ... Of5 15 QxfS &S 16
Bixb7 & \xe3 17 fxe3 Web with an
unclear position) 15 a4 bé
intending ... QfS¥F.
14 .. OfS
15 Qg2 Had8
16 b3 adz
17 c4 Hfds
Consistent and best accord-
ing to Karpov himself:
a) 17 ... Qe6 18 Hadl Zfd8 19
Hd2t.
b) 17 .. Qg4 18 d5 Qf3 19
Oxa7 Oxg2 20 Bxg2 cxd5=.
18 h3

0-0

This is to prevent ... Jg4-f3
since Black would have prob-
lems if he could manage to
exchange White's prominent
light-squared bishop: 18 Hfdi

Qg4 19 Bd2 OF3.
18 ... hS
19 Hfel Wgb
20 aS Qeb
21 Madl 20
21 .. b5!?

A clever way to simplify
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matters and steer the game
towards a drawn outcome. If
Black wishes to invite com-
plications then 21 .. h4 is also
playable: 22 g4 f5 23 3 ¥f7 24

Oft with an unclear position.
22 axb6 axbb
23 ¥b4

After 23 ¥ixb6 Qxc4 Black
can exchange bishops via dS
and emerge with a good knight

against a bad bishop.
24 cxb5 4\dS
25 WcS cxb5
26 WxbS!

Even though this loses the

exchange, White has calculated
far enough to see that Black

cannot profit by it.
26 ... 43
27 d3 &Hxdl
28 Wxg6 fxgb
29 Axdi QdS
.30 QxdS+ HxdS
31 h4

With no pawn breaks avail-
able, Black can make no pro-
gress,

31 .. Sf7
B

Conclusion

The variation with 7 g3 is a
steady continuation  which
avoids the highly theoretical
main lines associated with 7
Qc4 and still provides many
pitfalls for the unwary black
player. However, with best play
it is doubtful whether White
can achieve anything more than
an equal position. Perhaps 7 g3
is most effective as a surprise.



3 Classical Variation:
Other Lines With 5 Qe3

So far we have only discussed
the variation following 5 ... ¥f6
in the Classical Variation. In this
chapter we look at Black's two
main alternatives, 5 ... Qb6 and
5 ... §xd4, both of which pro-
mise White good chances if he
oontinues with natural de-
veloping moves.

Sveshnikov - B. Ivanovic
RSES - Crna Gora 1987

1 ed e5

2 o3 4Xb

3 d4 exd4

4 &HOyxdd  QcS5

S Qe3 Oxd4a?!

It is quite unusual for Black
to relieve the pressure in the
centre so early but White still
needs to know how to deal
with such a situation. In order
to avoid the main lines of 5 ...
Wf6, Black players have also
frequently tried 5 .. Qb6 in
recent practice:

a) 6 OYSI? (IxeB 7 Syxed £6.

8 &3 0-0 9 (d3 He8 10 0-0
&b4d 11 f4 b 12 e5! Wb6 13 exf6
tixe3+ 14 Hhi H)xd3 15 Whg4! gb
16 cxd3 d5 17 ¥h4 Wd4 18 Hael
Of5 19 He5 Bh8 20 Hfel HxeS 21

HxeS ¥xd3 22 h3 hS 23 &2
He8 24 Hg3 g5 25 WxhS+ Qh7
26 Hxg5 HxgS 27 Wxg5+- For-
garasi - Szabolcsi, Budapest
1992.

b) 6 £c3jand now:

bb) 6 ...4\ge7 7 g3 0-0 8 Qg2
d6 9 Sxch (9 0-0 Eyxd4 10 Pxd4
dyb 11 QOxbb axbb 12 &\dSt
Sveshnikov - Kharitonov, Sochi
1987) 9 ... bxob 10 Wd2 Qe6 1
0-0 ¥b8! 12 £Yad Qxe3 13 tixe3
¥bS 14 b3 5 15 f4 §d7 16 Hfet
Hae8 17 43 tb4 18 £¥e2 Ocb 19
®d3 a5 20 a4 ¥b7 21 &3k
Watson - Adams, English Ch
1991.

b2) 6 ... d6 and now:

b21) 7 g3 £¥6 8 Qg2 0-0 9
&YXob bxod 10 Qxbb axbé 11 0-0
HaS!? 12 f4= Sveshnikov -
Tseitlin, Budapest 1989.

b2) 7 &5 &6 8 Lybb

axb6= Mieses - Lasker, St.
Petersburg 1909.
b23) 7 fe2 {6 8 Wd2 L4 9

Oxgd Oxg4 10 £3 0d7 11 §dS
00 12 0-0-0~ Spielmann -
Tarrasch, Breslau 1912,

b24) 7 Ocd £¥f6 8 Lyxch bxcb
9 Qg5 0-0—= Mieses - Spiel-
mann, Regensburg 1910.

b25) 7 Wd2!? £Xf6 8 £3 0-0 9
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0-0-0 0d7 10 g4 &Hxd4 11 Qxd4
Qoo (U1 ... We??) 12 hd4 {7 13
g5 Oxd4 14 ¥xd4 £b6 15 Oh3!
We7 16 f4 Hae8 17 Hdel 0d7 18
hS Oxh3 19 Exh3 f6 20 g6 hé 21
Hhe3 o6 22 ad £8 23 He2 1-0
Estrin - Shapovalov, Corr 1974.
The knight heads for f5 or e6
with a crushing position.
6 QOxd4 &Nf6

This is an attempt to im-
prove upon previous games in
which Black exchanged in the
centre, allowing White a free
Black can play:

. %g3 8 £x3 064,9 h4z

h@ 10 g4 gt 11 e5 jwhen
White has complete control of
the centre, Alekhine - Andersen,
Chicago 1933.

b) 7 ... ¥f6,8 e5 Whe 9 Yrxb6s

axbo, 10 §¥@t Tartakower -
Schwarzmann, 1929.

7 &3 00

Iéfé ’:
////Q/
%

”//%
7

8 Qxfé6
White quickly disposes of
the knight on f6, which is
fundamental to Black's opening

strategy of undermining e4. In
his analysis of the game, upon

which these notes are based,
Sveshnikov reveals his oppo-
nent's intentions: 8 Qe3 He8 9
0d3 d5 10 exdS &\b4 with an
unclear position, eg. 11 Qc4
ég4 or 11 ObS Qd7 12 a3
&Yoxds!.
8 .. wWxf6
9 wWd2
A quiet move maintaining
White's spacial  advantage.
Sveshnikov prepares to castle
queenside with a basic plan of
f4 and Qc4 or (d3.
9 ..  dn"”
Black is not willing to resign
himself to a passive game, so
he gives up a pawn to create

active play.
10 exd5 He8+
11 Qe2 &yd4
Of course, 11 .. Qg4 12 3
easily rebuffs the pin.
12 0-0 23

The situation has changed
now that White has the extra
pawn, so queenside castling is
no longer desirable: 12 0-0-0?
&dxe2+ 13 Hxe2 Wixf2 14 HA4
¥xd2+ 15 Hxd2 with an equal
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12 .. Oh3?!

This direct method of attack
is a misguided attempt to end
the game quickly, A more
critical way forward for Black
is 12 ... £Hxe2+ 13 L xe2 Bxb2 14
&Yd4 which gives White a small
advantage, according to Svesh-
nikov, due to the strong central
knight, which limits the scope
of the opposing bishop, and the
possibility of bringing a rook to
the open b-file.

13 f4!

A stereotyped move would
have allowed Black to unleash
a winning series of tactics:

a 13 Qhi? Hxe2 14 Lyxe2
Oxg2+ 15&xg2 (1S gl £)3+) 15
.. W3+ 16 Pgl1 & xe2+ and Black
is clearly better.

b) 13 gxh3? Hxe2 14 ¥d3 (14
&yxe2 £F3+) 15 ... 3+ 15 Bg2
é\hd+ when the white Kingside
has been shattered.

13 .. Wbo

After 13 ... ¥g6 White must
still play accurately to avoid a
calamity:

a) 14 0d3? 2+ (14 ... He2?
1S Oxgb Hxd2 16 Qed with the
idea of Xf21) 15 ¥xe2 Hxe2 16
Oxgb Hxg2+ 17 hi Hxg6¥.

b) 14 FIf2! Hxe2 15 ¥xda (15
&Sxe2 &f3+-+) 15 ... Bxf2 16
Wxf2 OfS 17 Helt QOxc2? 18
Wxa7l+-.

14 @hl  Lyxe2
15 &xe2 (g4
16 g3

White has emerged from the
opening phase with the better

game. His extra pawn is a
significant factor since Black
only has temporary control of
the e-file in compensation.

16 .. He3

If 16 ... hS, intending ... h4 to

force the knight to relinquish
control of €2, then White can
go on the offensive: 17 f5! h4 18
g5t hxg3?? 19 f6 g6 20 ¥ho
followed by mate.

17 Hael

18 h3

19 &h2 2¢9)

Hae8
08d7

%1%&/}%1
// ’/i/ Y

7 %,

Sveshnikov = shows great
mastery in his handling of this
stage of the game. The key is
to slowly improve one's posi-
tion while awaiting the right
moment to exchange pieces.

19 .. gb

Black understandably gives
the king an escape hole to
avoid any future tactics
involving back-rank mate as,
for example, in the following
sequence: 19 .. Hxel 20 Hxel
Bxb2 21 Hxe8+ (Ixe8 22 We3
WS (22 ... Qad 23 ¥xa7+-; 22 ...
0bS 23 ¥xa7 h6 24 ¥xb7+-) 23
cd! Wad (23 ... Wd7 24 ¥xa?) 24
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WeS c5 25 &5 f6 26 Be7 Of7 27
d6+-.
20 Hxe3d Wxe3
21 ¥b4 wWbé
22 ¥xb6 axbb
23 &gl
White has  successfully

managed to enter an ending
with the d5-pawn still intact,
and maintains excellent chan-
ces of victory. The ultimate aim
is to create a passed pawn, but
the immediate priority must be
to reduce the effectiveness of

the opposing rook.
24 Hf2 h4
25 &ye2 Qbs
26 ‘el He4
27 &Hf3

The lure of forking the
remaining pieces is rightly
rejected: 27 £c3? Hxf4+ 28 Qe3
8f1 with good chances of a
draw.

27 .. S
28 b3 Qe8
29 &f2 &f8

30 Adi Se7
31 nAds4 Bxd4
32 4Hxd4

Black's only chance was to
hold onto the rook in hope of a
swindle. Now the extra pawn
together with influential knight
is a lethal combination.

32 .. &dé
33 c4 bS
34 el bxc4
35 bxc4d QOf7
36 5HbS+ &S
37 &xe?  Hxcd
38 dé 1-0
Conclusion

The early alternatives S ..
Qxd4 and S ... b6 do not offer
real chances of equality. These
harmless continuations only
really have merit for their
surprise value. The best course
of action for Black in the
Classical Variation is 5 ... ¥f6 6
c3 &\ge?7, as in the first two

chapters.
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The most common alternative
to the fashionable 5 Qe3 is the
solid 5 §Yb3 with which White
hopes to create a space advan-
tage and prevent the freeing ...
dS. With precise play Black
should survive the opening
stage but there a number of
subtle traps which might catch

out an unprepared opponent.

van der Wiel - Gulko
Amsterdam 1987

ed e5
OHF3 &Xch
d4 exd4
&Hyxd4 QS
&H\b3

White intends to molest the
bishop and strive for a territ-

N W=

orial advantage.
S . s1.13
6 a4

Gaining space on the queen-
side and applying direct pres-
sure to the bishop. The imme-
diate 6 )3 is considered in the
illustrative game ' Atkinson -
Brander later in this chapter.

6 .. as?! (25

Of course, Black needs to
create a hole on a7 for his

correct way of implementing
this plan as the a5-pawn often
becomes a vulnerable target.
More reliable methods of

meeting the threat to the
bishop are 6 ... a6, and 6 ... ¥&f6
7 ¥e2 ab, which are featured
later in this chapter.
7 43
The superfidially attractive 7
43 intending to exchange the
bishop allows Black to equalize
without difficulty: 7 .. &6!
844 (8 Qd3 dS) 8 .. d5 9
&Wb6 cxbb 10 exdS WxdS 11
¥ixdS &yxdS 12 §d3 0-0 13 0-0
&Ydb4= van der Wiel - Matera,
Lone Pine 1979,
7 .. dé
At this point Black has
sometimes deviated but White
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should still be able to maintain
a slight advantage:

a) 7 .. ¢f6 8 ¥e2 H\ge7 and
now:

al) 9 Qe3 and now:

al) 9..4¥4 100-0-0001
f4 (1 g3 QOxe3+ 12 ¥xe3i
Parma) 11 ... dS 12 e5 {xe3+ 13
Bxe3 Bg6 14 Hd2 b6t Musil -
Hievsky, Yugoslav Ch 1968.

9 ... Oxe3 10 ¥xe3 0-0 11
0-0-0 d6?! 12 &\bS! &e5 13 f4
&4 14 ¥d2 §d7 1S h3 QxbS 16
QOxbS &\hé 17 g4 1-0 Benko -
Risselen, Malaga 1969.

a2 9 &dS &xdS 10 exdS+
&e7 11 h4! hé 12 g4 d6 13 Qg2
0d7 14 3 0-0-0 15 Qe3 {xe3 16
fxe3 ¥eS 17 0-0-0% Stupina -
Viner, USSR 1978.

b) 7 ... &)ge? 8 Qg5 f6 9 Qhd
0-0 10 ¥d2 d6 11 0-0-0 Qeb 12
f4 (12 £dS! is a suggestion by
Keres) 12 ... ¥e8 13 0f2 Oxf2 14
Wixf2 W7+ Radulov - Wester-
inen, Raach 1969.

8 4\dS Qa7
9 (bs 0d7
10 0-0 &S

The attempt to oust the
dominant knight at d5 fails to
work: 10 ... £ye7 (10 ... Hge7 1l
Og5) 1 Wed! g (1 ... ob 12
Wxg7 £\gb 13 £\F4+-) 12 xd7+

Wxd7 13 S c7++-.
1 0d2! 2s)
White boldly allows the

knight and bishop to be forked
in return for a strong initiative.
This new idea is a clear
improvement on the older
continuation: 11 Qxd7+ ¥xd7 12

Oe3 Oxe3 13 Sxe3 &6 14 Hel
0-0 15 £Yd5= Letelier - Bron-
stein, Mar del Plata 1960.

/92 -
/Izté

IfBlackweretotakeupthe
gauntlet of White's opening
novelty then the game would
come to an abrupt halt. For
example: 11 ... o6 12 QxaS b6 (12
.. Wh4 13 &7+ He7 14 Obd+-;
12 ... Oxf2+ 13 Hxf2 HxaS 14
&yxaS xaS 15 &3 oxbS 16
axb5+-) 13 Qc3 and now Black
may try:

a) 13 ... cxbS? 14 f4 &g6 (14
... bxa4 15 fxe5 axb3 16 eb!+-) 15
Qxg7 h6 16 £S FEh7 17 fxgb Hxg7
18 gxf7+ Exf7 19 WhS Qe6 20
&dd+-.

b) 13 ... f6 14 OxeS! fxe5 (14 ...
dxe5? 15 Qc4 coxd5 16 ¥xdS
&h6 17 Jfdl+-) 1S 4! exdS (15 ...
extf4 16 £d4; 15 ... cxbS 16 fxeS
intending ¥f3+-) 16 fxeS with a
clear advantage according to
van der Wiel.

12 (OxaS &HxdS
13 exdS

The simplest reply, but
White could also investigate
another treatment of the posi-



tion: 13 Qxd7+ ¥xd7 (13 ..
Sxd7?! 14 ¥xdS Whd [14 ..
Sc81?] 1S ¥xb7 g4 16 Yxc7+
De6 17 Wcd+ Ge7 18 h3+-) 14
WxdS o6 15 Wdl 0-0 with ad-
vantage to White (van der
Wiel).

13 .. OxbS

14 axb5 0-0

No better is 14 ... ¥d7 15 bé!
Oxbb 16 Qxb6 Hxal 17 ¥xal
cxbb 18 f4 £)\g6 19 ¥a8+ ¥d8 20
Hel+ £\e7 21 txb7+-.

15 Qc3 Wg5?

A pawn down, Black activ-
ates his queen in a futile bid for
compensation. In fact, every
possibility leaves White in a
superior position:

a) 15 ... ¥d7? 16 Qxe5 dxeS 17
c4.

b) 15 ... He8 16 h3.

O 15 ... Wha 16 §d4! Oxd4 17
Wxd4.

16 Xxa7! 27)

Suddenly, White unveils a
tactical trick to destroy Black's
lingering hopes.

Classical Variation: 5£)b3 39

White chooses to pile on the
pressure, although 18 fxe5
would also be enough to
guarantee victory in the long
term

18 ... Orgh
19 h3  Haa8
20 hxg4 Bfe8

The threat of mate on g7
severely reduces Black's options
and White can easily use his
material advantage to provoke

further kingside concessions.
21 4H\d2 He2
22 4Lyed 1-0

Black resigned in view of the
threat of 23 g5 Wgb6 24 f5+-
eg. 22 .. f6 234\g3+-.

Instead of 6 .. a5 most
Black players prefer the more
solid 6 ... ab. However, even this
is not bereft of pitfalls for the
unwary, as the following game
shows.

S. Arkell - Gallagher

Hastings 1987/88
1 e4 es

2 &3 &b
3 d4 exd4
4 &HHxdd QS
S &3 0b6
6 ad ab

7 dé

&\e3

Here 7 ... ¥f6 would trans-
pose after 8 We2 to the vari-
ation 6 ... $f6 7 Ye2 ab 8 &3
which is discussed in the game
Djurovic - Rajic. Also worthy of
consideration are:

a 7 ...&)ge7 and now:
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al) 8 Qg5 and now:

all) 8 ... 0-02 9 £\I5 (a7 10
&6+ gxfo 11 Oxf6 We8 12 WhS
£Yd8 13 ¥ho £eb6 14 0-0-0 Qxf2
15 Hd3 £\g6 16 £h3 Qh4 17 Hxh4
&h4 18 Wixh4 1-O Botterill -
Thomas, British Ch 1974.

al2) 8 ... f6 9 §h4 0-0 10 ¥d2
dé 11 0-0-0 §d7 12 f4 ¥b8 13
Y15 &xdS 14 exdS &7 15 a5
Qa7 16 0d3 b6 17 Hhel He8 18
He2t.

a2) 8 We2 0-0 9 (g5 d6 10
&YdS Qa7 11 0-0-0t Pasman -
Unzicker, Beer-Sheva 1984.

a3) 8 g3 d6 9 §g2 0-0 10 0-0
£5 11 &d5 Qa7 12 a5 fxed 13
Oxed OfS 14 Had ¥d7 15 Qe3
Oxe3 16 &Hxe3 Qxed 17 Hxed
Had8 18 c3 &S 19 £dS= Hort
- Unzicker, Bundesliga 1990/91.

b) 7 ... &6 8 Qg5 db6 and
now:

b)) 9 ad? Qa7 10 Qe2 Qeo6 11
0-0 hé 12 Oh4 g5 13 Qg3 hS 14
h3t Agzamov - Ivanov, USSR
1974.

b2 9 ¥e2 h6 10 Qh4 £\d4 1t
&Hwdd Oxd4 12 ¥d2 QeS (12 ...
Qa7? 13 £)d5) 13 §d3 Qeb 14 f4
Oxc3 15 ¥xc3 &yxed 16 Oxd8
&ywc3 17 Qxc7 £dS 18 Qxdé6 Hds
19 Qe5 f6 20 f5S and White is
slightly better according to

Botterill and Harding.
8 Qe2 &HNf6
9 0-0 QHe6?! (28

A more logical move is 9 ...
h6, ruling out any threat of
QesS.

10 4&ds! QxdS
Black has little choice but to

trade off minor pieces, other-
wise his position would
deteriorate even further:

a) 10 ... Qa7 11 Qg5 OxdS 12
exdS &\eS 13 cdt.

b) 10 ... & xed 11 £xbb cxbbd 12
&¥d4 S yxd4 13 Hyxd4 &6 14 Qf4
dS 1S ¥b4 and White is better
according to Susan Arkell.

1 exdS &)e7
12 c4

Maintaining the strongpoint
at d5. It is easier for White to
form a plan in this position
since her space advantage
enables easy mobilization be-
hind the pawn shelter. Having
given up the bishop pair Black
faces a difficult task as there
are no obvious targets in the

opposing camp.
12 .. 0-0
13 4&H)d4 hé
14 Ha3!

The rook is poised to swing
across to the kingside to aid
the impending assault. This is a
regular feature of lines involv-
ing an advance of the a-pawn
and is often overlooked by the
opponent.



14 .. wd7
15 Hf3 29

The threat of 16 Qxh6 gxh6
17 HBxf6 is transparent, but
Black is forced to further
disrupt his piece formation to
deal with it.

15 .. &Hes
16 31f4 &HegS

If 16 ... X5 17 b3! and Black's
forces are congested on the
queenside while White is well
placed to conduct a lethal

attack.
&Hh7

17 h4
18 Qd3
Now White's control of the
bil-h7 diagonal becomes an
important issue. Black must try
to block it while White can
even consider the direct ap-
proach of (bl and ¥«c2 to add
to the pressure.

18 .. &H\gb
19 OfS We?7
After 19 ... Wd8? 20 (Ixgb
fxeb 21 £e6 White wins.
20 Rel &\eS
21 (bt Oxd4
22 Xxd4

White has to be careful to
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avoid the diabolical trap 22
Wxd4? ®f3+' 23 Bxf3 Wixel+-+.
wd7
23 W2 fS
24 R1f4 30)

Now that White has man-
aged to force a concession with
£S5, this weak point is

attacked by the roving rook.
24 .. Rae8
25 He3

A necessary precaution in
view of the dangerous 25 ..

25 .. &\gb
The f-pawn must fall what-
ever precautionary meastures
are taken: 25 ... g6 26 hS &6 27
hxgo &e4 28 f3 and Black is
busted.
26 HAxfS HAxe3
27 (xe3 &Xf6
The grim reality of Black's
position has become somewhat
clearer. He is a pawn down and
facing an attack based on the
two powerful bishops. The
immediate problem is that 27 ...
&wh4 is well met by 28 Hf4! g5
29 ¥xh7+ ¥xh7 30 Qxh7++-.
28 hS &\e5
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29 (d4 He8
30 f3
This further restricts the

activity of the knights and
prepares a future g4 to safe-
guard the hS-pawn.
30 ..
31 b4 &Hxcd
32 nBxfeé!
A crushing response to
Black's idea of 32 ¥xc4 Hel+ 33
&h2 Hxbl. Now after 32 ... gxf6

33 Wgo+ is decisive.
32 .. Heil+
33 df2 Hxbl
34 Hgb 1-0

In order to avoid a pin on the
king's knight after 8 .. &6,
Black often develops this piece
on e7 instead. This idea has
been played by the former
World Champion Mikhail Tal,
amongst others, as we see in
the next game.

B. Ivanovic - Tal

USSR 1979
1 e4 eS
2 L3 &b
3 d4 exd4
4 &Hyxd4d  QcS
S &Hb3 0b6
6 ad ab

The adventurous 6 ... ¥h4 is
flawed as the queen can be
rebuffed with gain of tempi.
After 7 ¥e2 Black may play:

a) 7. 56 8 a5 £\d4 9 Hxdd
Qxd4 10 Had! (10 3 QcS5 11 b4
Qe7 12442+ Michel - Mengar-

ini, St. Martin 1991 10 ... (¢S 11
Yc4 db6 12 e5+- Estrin - Berezin,
USSR 1953.

b) 7 .. d6 8 a5 Qg4 9 ¥d2
Qc5 10 QObS &ge7 11 & xcS dxc5
12 0-0 0-0 13 3 Qeb 14 Ha3t
Damjanovic - Kolarov, 1964.

7 43 dé
8 (e2

White's other possibilities do
not make much of an impres-
sion:

a) 8 £\dS Qa7 9 Qe2 &6 10
0-0 (10 §g5? OxF2+ 1 Bft £ )xdS!
12 ¥xdS f6 is slightly better for
Black according to Keres) 10 ...
Swd5 1l exdS £S5 12 £\d4 0-0
(Pfleger - Keres, Tallinn 1973) 13
Qel=.

b) 8 We2 Qeb 9 Qe3 Oxe3 10
Wxe3 Qxb3t 11 cxb3 &6 12 Qcd
0-0 13 0-0 b4 14 Hadl Be? 15
Wd2 a5 16 Hfel Hfe8 17 £3 Had8
18 ¥f2 6 19 He2 Hd7 20 ¥bo6
Wd8 21 ¥xd8 Hexd8 22 Hed2 d5
23 exd5 &H\bxdS 24 QOxdS &yxdS
%% Botterill - Perkins, British
Ch 1974.

o 8 a5 §a7 9 Je2 h6 10 0-0
&6 11Bh1 0-0 12 f4 He8 13 Of3
Oeb 14 Had (d7 15 h3 Hb8 16
&h2 £\e7 17 Hal £)g6 18 g3 Qb
19 d3 £\F8 20 Od2 %% Ljubo-
jevic - Portisch, Amsterdam
1981.

8 .. Hge7 (3

Black can also try the
relatively untested 8 ... h4!? 9
0-0 &\ge7 10 a5 Qa7 1 Had (1
A5 11 ... £e5 12 £yd4 §d7 13
Ha3 0-0= Zihitenev - Lhagkva,
Moscow 1972.



White increases the pressure
by advancing his knight, ex-
ploiting the pin.

n .. hé6

The most accurate continu-
ation. After the weaker 11 ..
Oxd5?! 12 exd5 £¥e5 13 c4 White
has much the better position
with play similar to the main
game S. Arkell - Gallagher.

12 Qe3 Hxe3
13 {Hxe3 0-0
14 0-0 wd7
15 <3

White now embarks on a
plan of moving the other
knight into the centre to try
and curtail ... f5. By including
the move c3 White keeps the
option of playing cxd4 if Black
were to exchange on d4, in-
creasing his central control.

15 .. f5

Also possible is the prelim-
inary 15 .. Hae8, in order to
avoid the game continuation.

16 exfS &HXFS
17 ONfS BxfS (32
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18 &Hd4!

This fine pawn sacrifice is
the only way for White to gain
the initiative.

18 .. &Hxd4

Black declines the offered
material in view of the activity

that White's pieces would
enjoy, and in particular the
influence of the white bishop
when the light-squares around
the king are so weak. For ex-
ample: 18 ... Hxa5 19 HExa5 &xaS
20 &yxeb Yyxed 21 Hel! W7 (21 ..
He8? 22 Qcd!+-) 22 QhS ¥b3 23
W3 (with the idea of h3 and
He?) 23 ... &6 (23 ... Hf8?? 24
Wxf8+ GHxf8 25 He8 mate) 24
WfS, intending 25 f4, when
White stands better since the
black queen must control f7,
e.g. 24 ... txb2 25 W7+ Hh8 26
He8+ Ixe8 27 Wxe8+ Hh7 28

Qg6 mate.
19 Wxd4 HdS
20 ed cb
21 QHfel

White chooses to contest
the control of the e-file now
that Black has temporarily
staked a claim on the d-file.
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21 .. OfSs

22 ¥4 gs
In his desire to complicate
matters Tal goes astray. This
pawn lunge tries to limit the
damage of the impending Qc4
but fails to help. The alterna-
tive was also unattractive,
however: 22 ... ®h8 23 Oc4 Hc5
24 b4 HeS 25 Hxe5 dxeS 26
¥xeS winning a pawn. The
long-term drawback of 22 ... g5

is that the black king is exposed.
23 g3 Sh7
24 h4 gxh4

Also very unpleasant was 24
. Heg8 25 Qcd gxhd 26 ¥xhd

ﬁgtl- 27 He7++-.
25 ¥Wxh4 [He8
26 QhS! Qg6

27 ng6+ Ixgb (33

28 f4!
A timely advance to prevent
8 .. HdeS, after which the
doubled rooks would offer
reasonable drawing chances.
28 ... Hd3
If 28 ... HfS then White is
able to infiltrate the heart of
Black's camp: 29 Exe8 ¥xe8 30
Hel ¥d7 31 He7 and 32 Wgd++-.

29 fS+! Sh7
30 WhS
The attack has rapidly be-

come decisive. With the help of
the f-pawn White is able to
take control of the e-file and
simultaneously threatens 31
Hgb+.

30 .. Hxel+

31 BHxel Rg3

32 f6 1-0

Instead of 6 ... a5 or 6 ... ab,
Black can also delay the de-
fence of his bishop by launching
a counter-attack with 6 ... ¥f6.
Of course, after 7 ¥e2 Black
still has to make a decision
about his bishop but the
addition of the two queen
moves leads to sharper play as
White usually attempts to use
the e-file for an early attack
but cannot immediately bring

his king's bishop into play.

Djurovic - Rajic

Novi Sad Open 1988
1 e4 e5
2 O3 4&\cb
3 d4 exd4
4 4LHxdd  QcS
S &b3 Qb
6 al wfé

This queen move is Black's
most active choice here.
7 WYe2 ab 34
Black's alternatives are less
attractive:
a) 7 ... a5 8 &3 &\ge7 9 (e3

and now:



abd 9...4\b4 10 0-0-0'? 0-0 11
g3 Qxe3+ 12 Wyxe3 d6 13 Qg2 Qeb
14 £d4 &yeod 1S f4x Johansson
- Jansson, Corr 1969.

a2 9 ... Oxe3 10 ¥¥xe3 0-0 11
0-0-0 d6 12 Je2 Beb 13 £4 (xb3
14 cxb3t Prandstetter - Her-
nandez, Cienfuegos 1983.

b 7 .. &ge7 8 a5 &)ydd 9
&xd4d Oxd4 10 c3 Qc5! (10 ...
Qe5 11 g3 o6 12 Qg2 0-0 13 0-0
dS 14 ab! bxab 15 exd5 £HxdS 16
&2 Qc7 17 Hedt) U 5127 Wb
12 &d2 abx Damjanovic -
Barczay, Tallinn 1969.
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This is one of the most
crucial positions in the theory
of the Scotch. The White plan
is based upon an aggressive
advance of his kingside pawns,
using his space advantage to
manoeuvre his pieces to their
optimum squares. Usually
White will develop his queen's
rook via a4, although this does
have the drawback that the
white king will remain in the
centre. Clearly Black's counter-
play will revolve around the
exposed white dS5-pawn, par-
ticularly if White advances on
the kingside without adequate
preparation.

12 .. hé

To prevent 13 Qg5. Other
moves are risky for Black:

a 12 .. 0-0? 13 Qg5 Wxb2 14
Oxe7 He8 15 dl! d6 16 {f6
Hxe2 17 Qxb2 Hxf2 18 (d4+-
Barczay - Sapi, Budapest 1964.

b) 12... d6 13 Ha4! and now:

bD 13 ... 9d7? 14 Hf4 Of5 (14
... We5 15 Hed W6 16 Qg5) 15 g4
0-0 16 gxfS+- Bastrikov -
Formin, USSR 1955.

b2) 13 ... 0-0 14 Hf4 Of5 15 g4
HaeB8 16 gxf5 (16 dl ¥eS 17
WxeS dxe5 18 HExIS &HXF5 19
gxfS+- Bebchuk - Bakulin,
LISSR 1963) 16 ... &xdS 17 Hed
Oxf2+ 18 Gdi &e3+ 19 Oxel
Bxed 20 Wxf2 ¥xb2 21 (§d3+-
van der Wiel - Ree, Hilversum
1987.

b3) 13 ... Yf5 14 Hed! Qxf2+ 15
Sl exdS+ 16 £\d2 OfS5 17 c4! (17
Hxe7+ BHf8 18 Wxf2 Gxe7 19 Qe2
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Sf8 20 Hf1 Qg6 21 Of3 WSF
Pantazi - Balshan, Ybbs 1968) 17
.. We5 (17 ... ¥xa5 18 Hxe7+ B8
19 g4+-) 18 Hxe7+ Bd8 19 Hed
(intending 20 Ef4 and b4) 19 ...
Oxed 20 Hxed ¥dd+ 21 2
FleB 22 ¢ixf2 Wxed+ 23 Od3 Wb
24 Wixf7 txg2+ 25 &3 hb 26
Hft bS 27 Qg6 Wgd+ 28 HF3
Wel+ 29 0d2 b4+ 30 Ec2 b3+ 31
Hxb3 He7 32 ¥f8+ 1-0 Stoica -
Orlowski, Poland 1970.

b4) 13 ... Of5 14 g4 Qgb 15 hS
0-0-0 16 Qg2 FFhe8 17 Qe3 and
White is slightly better accord-
ing to Kaikamdzhozov.

c) 12 .. ¥d6 13 Qg5 (13 Had!
0-0 [13 ... ¥xd5 14 Hed] 14 Of4)
13 ... h6 14 Qd2 ¥xdS 15 0-0-0
Web 16 WF3 Wf6 17 Wg3 OxF2 18
Brxc7 £XdS 19 Wcd We6 20 Fh3
0-0 21 g4! with good play on
the kingside, Timofeyeva -
Dmitrieva, USSR 1958.

13 Qd2

This is currently the most
topical continuation. The main
alternative, 13 a4, has ex-
perienced bouts of fluctuating
popularity but does not appear
to set Black as many problems
as 13 d2:

a) 13 ... ¥f5? 14 Bf4 ¥xdS 15
Hed Oc5 16 &)xc5 WrxeS 17 Qd2!
Wxc2 (17 ... ¥d6 18 Fh3 &d8 19
Hd3 ¥f6 20 Oc3+-) 18 Hxe7+
&d8 19 He3 Wixb2 20 c3 Wbil+
21 ¥d! 1-0 Botterill - Bellinger,
London 1973.

b) 13 ... &d8!? 14 g4 (14 Ef4!?)
14 ... BEe8 15 Hed Wgb6 16 Qg2?!
3! 17 hS ¥f7 18 gxfS d6 19 0-0

g8 20 Fixe8+ Wyxe8 21 Wyxe8+
Sxe8F (White's pawns are
weak) Hultquist - Wikstrom,
Corr 1973.

o) 13... 0-0 14 g4 and now:

cl) 14 ... Wd6 15 g5 WxdS (15 ..
hS 16 (g2 &xd5 17 0-0 Wb 18
Fled and White is winning
according to Botterill and
Harding; 15 ... £xd5 16 Qg2) 16
Wxe?! Whi 17 gxh6 gl 18
Bf4+-.

c2) 14 ... d6 1S g5 WeS (15 ..
WES! 16 082 S\dS 17 £\d4 WeS
18 txeS dxeS 19 (9xd5 Oxdd 20
c3 which Botterill and Harding
assess as equal) 16 Hed ¥xdS 17
c4 Wich 18 Bgl £\g6 19 gxh6 OF5
20 (g2 tad 21 h5 #xb3 22 hxgb
Oxgb 23 hxg?7 Bxg7 24 0d2 tyas
25 Qc3+ f6 26 He7+ Hf7 27
Oxf6++- Bebchuk - Sazonov,
USSR 1962.

c3) 14 .. & xd5 15 g5 Wd8!? 16
gxh6 He8 17 Hed Hxed 18 ¥ixed
We7 19 W¥xe7 &xe7 20 hxg7 do!
20 ... Hxg7? 21 Hgl+ Fh8 22
Qc4 gives White a winning
advantage according to Botterill
and Harding) 21 0d3 Qf5 22 Qe3
Oxd3 23 oxd3 &5 24 &d2
(Hultquist - Kretschmar, Corr
1982) 24 ... QOxe3+=.

13 .. 0-0

The absolute test of White's
plan is to snatch the b-pawn: 13
. Wxb2 14 Fh3 ¥xc2 15 Hel (15
Hadq!? Brat) 15 ... ¥fS 16 Qb4
Oxf2+ 17 Bdl ¥xd5+ 18 Hd3 Be6
19 ¥xf2+ (Black only has
remote chances of mobilizing
his pawns in any endgame)



Klein - Ahman, Corr 1973. It
might be more prudent to play
16 ... d6 17 Bxc7 Qd7 with an
unclear position according to
Botterill and Harding. However,
White should be able to make
use of his tremendous lead in
development.

Another idea for Black is
queenside castling after the
sequence 13 ... d6 14 Oc3 ¥f4, as
considered in the next game,
Djurovic - Fercec.

14 Qc3
15 0-0-0

Now White has excellent
attacking chances; he can
menacingly push forward his
g-and h-pawns, while the rest
of his pieces are well co-
ordinated to force a path
through to the king. In con-
trast, Black has grave difficul-
ties developing, and is forced
to capture the hot d-pawn.

15 .. &yxdsS
16 Hxds!

A wonderfully direct con-
cept; White eliminates the
knight, relying on the strength
of the dark-squared bishop to

wde?

undertake a mating attack.
16 .. WxdS
17 g4 g6
The obvious 17 ... f6 fails to
18 Qcd+-.
18 Wf4 &h7
19 (d3 Go

White dominates the whole
board. The threat of 20 hS
forces Black into a desperate
and ultimately futile barrage of
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checks which only postpone
the inevitable.

20 Wfé6 Wxhi+
21 &d2 QDe3+
22 fxe3 wWh2+
23 &di Whi+
24 &d2 Wh2+
25 &l Wgl+
26 (f1 Wxe3+
27 &bt Wxc3

Now that the checks have
run out, Black is obliged to give
up his queen.

28 bxc3 dé6
29 4Hd4 Og4
30 QOc4 cS
31 (Oxf7 1-0

Having seen the power of
White's attack after the care-
less 13 ... 0~0 14 Qc3 ¥yd6, we
can now move on to a look at
Black's best defence, 13 ... d6 14
QeI Wf4, as in the next game.

Djurovic - Fercec

Novi Sad Open 1988
1 e4 es
2 &3 &b
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3 d4 exd4

4 4OHxdd  OcS

§ &b3 Ob6

6 a4 w6

7 e2 ab

8 &X3 Nge? (37)

NN

%
Z
%

"y

This is the most accurate
move in this position as after 9
aS White can only hope for a
transposition at best:

a 9 ... Qa7 and now:

al) 10 £\d5 transposes to the
main game after 10 ... §xdS 1l
exd5+ &¥7.

a2) 10 Qe3 Qxe3 11 ¥xe3 d6
(1 .. 0-0 12 §d3 d6 13 0-0 Qeb
14 £¥d2 Had8 15 f4 ¥he! 16 Wf2
f5 17 g3 5\o4!'F Musil ~ Donner,
Busum 1968) 12 0-0-0 0-0 13
Qe2 Qe6 14 £XAS (OxdS 15 exdS
£¥e5 16 4 £\5gb 17 g3 Hfe8 18
W2 S5 19 Qd3 &e3 20 Hd2
He7 21 W3 Hae8 22 3 %t
Ljubojevic - Karpov, Bugojno
1980.

a3) 10 h4 §\d4 11 S xd4 Oxd4
12 £h3 d6 13 Qg5 eS 14 Hg3
Qe6 15 £4 WS 16 Oxe? Hxe7 17
fS Qc4 18 Wf3= Nechaev -
Matseak, Kirghizian Ch 1966.

b) 9 .. £d4 10 e5 ¥g6 11
&wxd4 Oxd4 12 Had Oxc3+ 13
bxc3 0-0F Neishtadt - Golubev,
USSR 1955.

9 .. &HxdS
10 exdS+ &)e7
11 a5 a7
12 h4 hé

13 (d2

Apart from 13 Had (see the
notes to the previous game)
White has also experimented
with the aggressive-looking 13
g4, although it appears that
White cannot really hope for
more than equality with this:

a) 13 ... 0-0 14 g5 WfS5 15
gxh6 Qxf2+? 16 Wxf2 Wed+ 17
Be3 Bxhl 18 Wxe7+- Skegina -
Postnikova, USSR 1963.

b) 13 ... @d6! 14 (d2 ¥xdS 15
Eh3 de6 16 Qe3 d6 17 0-0-0 0-0
18 Wyd2 Oxe3 19 Exe3 ¥go 20 g5
hxg5 21 hxg5 ¥xgS 22 0d3 4g6
(after 22 .. &S Black is
slightly better according to
Aronin) 23 #hi §d7 24 &b1 Jcb
25 Heh3 fo (25 ... ¥xd2?? 26
&h8+ &h8 27 Qh7 mate) 26
WxgS fxgS 27 Oxgb Oxhi 28
Bxhl Exf2 - Padevsky -
Reshevsky, Tel Aviv 1964.

Harmless is 13 #h3 (13 Qg5?
hxg5 14 hxg5 ¥xf2+-+) 13 ... d6
14 Hg3 0-0 15 c4 (Od7F Sefc -
Beni, Prague 1956.

13 .. dé
14 Qc3

Here 14 Ha4 is tame as 14 ...
QfS cancels out any attacking
notions, e.g. 15 g4 Oxc2 16 §c3
Yxf2+-+ or 15 Qc3 Wigb 16 Bdi=.



15 g3
Keres considered the posi-
tion to be equal based on the
variation 15 Qxg7 Hg8 16 g3 (16

QOc3 §d7=) 16 ... Wxf2+ 17 tyxf2
Oxf2+ 18 Hxf2 Hxg7=. How-
ever, 15 g3 completely changes
the situation, for when the g7-
pawn falls Black cannot cap-
ture one of White's Kkingside
pawns and has to settle for the
d-pawn, leaving White with a
clear pawn majority on the

kingside.
15 .. Wg4
16 Wxg4 QOxgi
17 QOxg7 Hg8?!

Black sacrifices a pawn in
order to activate the rook, but
this plan is ineffectual. Al-
though 17 ... Zh7 looks uncom-
fortable for Black it is essential,
although White still enjoys the
brighter prospects: 18 §d4 Of3
19 Het Oxd4 (19 .. Oxd5 20
0d3t) 20 &yxd4 Oxds 21 Qh3!
&b 22 xeh Pxch 23 Hd2 6
24 Hael+ He7 25 Hxe7+ Gxe7 26
Het+ G721 (26 ... B8 27 Hd3
He8 28 Exe8+ PHxe8 29 Gdd
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with a slight edge to White due
to his superior pawn structure)
27 Qg4 (e8 (27 ... XId8 28 (3hS+
BF8 29 Heb+-) 28 Qh5+ HFS 29
Hxe8+ Hxe8 30 (Ixe8 Pxe8 31
Se3 Ge7 32 g4 Hed 33 Hf4 b6
34 axbb cxbb 35 c4 bS 36 cxbS
axbS 37 Ged ba 38 Hd4 £5 39 g5
1-0 Hertel - Bruckel, Corr 1988.

18 QOxh6 &yxdS

19 QOh3 4\b4

20 HAct 0-0-0

21 (d2

Black enjoys an initiative, but

it is only temporary and White
quickly consolidates. Although
his king still lies in the centre
there is enough time to shuffle
it to safety via f1-g2.
22 Qxgd+
23 &ft
24 dg2

Hxg4
HeS
gdga (39

39

/z..
w @Ifﬁ /1/
x 7 7

"tk
&

25 Hh3!

It is necessary to mobilize
the Kkingside pawns. For this
purpose the rook on h3 is
ideally placed, guarding g3 and
maintaining support for the h-
pawn.

25 .. f5



50 Classical Vanation: 5£)b3

26 f3 Hc4
27 hS fa
28 hé6 Qe3
29 h7 Ih8
30 (xe3 fxe3
31 f4 Hesd
32 &f3

It is not necessary to cal-
culate the exact consequences
of giving up the h-pawn for the
e-pawn, since White's passed
connected pawns have a clear

road to promotion.
32 .. &Hf6
33 &xe3 Hxh7
34 RAxh7 &\xh?
35 &d3 ds
36 &Hd2 Ha4
37 HEhi

The game now more or less
runs its course; White's rook
chases the black knight to a
passive position and then he is
ready to advance his passed

pawns to their queening
squares.

37 .. &6

38 I1hé &e8

39 REh7 &Hf6

40 Qnf7 &HhS

41 b3

Now 41 ... Hd4 is met by 42
c3 after which the rook must
leave the fourth rank and
White can play g4 in safety.

Although White invariably
follows 4 .. Qc5 5 &p3 (b6
with 6 a4 he does occasionally
try to do without this move,
although Black should be able

to achieve an equal game with-
out too many difficulties, not-
withstanding the result of the
next game.

Atkinson - Brandner

Arnhem 1989
1 e4 ed
2  OXf3 &\cb
3 d4 exd4
4 4OHxdd  QcS
5 &Hb3 Ob6

Instead 5 ... Qb4+ is worthy
of attention, disrupting White's
development. After 6 c3 Qe7
White may play:

a) 7 g3 &6 8 Qg2 0-0 9 0-0
He8 10 f4 d6 11 h3 Of8 12 {H\Id2
g6 134Yd4 Qg7 14 h2t Grot-
kov - Tarasov, Agler 1969.

b) 7 £Hd4 Of6 8 g3 &\ge7 9
Qg2 0-0 10 0-0 d6 11 £\a3 Qd7
12 h3 £Yxd4 13 cxd4 ¢S5 (Radulov
- Keres, Budapest 1970) 14 Qe3
&b 156 Y2=.

o 7 Of4 d6 8 &Hd2 &6 9
Qe2 0-0 10 0-0 He8 11 Hel Qf8
12 Oft g6 13 ¥c2t Pfleger -
O'Kelly, Montilla 1973.

d) 7 c4? 56 8463 0-0 (8 ..
Qb4 9 §d3t) 9 Qe2 He8 10 f3
a5 (B. Ivanovic - Petrosian,
USSR 1979) 11 0-0 a4 12 £\d4
0c513 Qe3t.

e) 7 f4 d6 8 (d3 and now:

e) 8 ... Qh4+1? 9 g3 Of6 10
Qe3 h5 11 h3 g5 12 $d2 gxf4 13
gxf4 &\ge7 14 Ha3 Qhd+ 15 Of2
&b 16 Hdl %% Hiibner -
Spassky, Linares 1985.

e2) 8 ... 56 9 ¥c2 0-0 10



Nid2 He8 11 0-0 QOf8 12 &3t
Santo Roman - Kharitonov,
Royan 1988.

Instead of 6 c3, White can
also play 6 Qd2 a5!? 7 a3 Qe7 8
ad &6 9 43 0-0 10 ObS d5 11
exdS &HH4 12 0-0 Qg4 13 Qe2
Qxe2 14 ¥xe2 Hxc2 15 Hadl
&4 16 ¥bS HbxdS 17 &HxdS
1h-4% Smirin - Khalifman, USSR
1990.

Less good is the timid 5 ...
Qe7?' 6 g34N6 7 3g2 0-0 8 0-0
He8 9 h3 aS 10 a4t Bastrikov -
Bannik, USSR 1952.

6 &He3

Naturally, even after this
move White can still seek to
transpose into other lines by an
early a4, but usually this move
indicates a desire to avoid the
well-trodden main lines. Not so
good is 6 c4?! d6 7 &3 ¥h4! 8
g3 ¥f6 9 ¢S dxc5 10 Qe3 &\ge7 1
&S 0-0 12 Qg2 &\eS5F Estrin -
Furman, USSR 1950.

6 .. &Hge7 (40)

As we have seen earlier in
this chapter (with a4 and ... a6
already played), Black’s most
reliable means of development
is this knight move, avoiding
the pin which might follow an
early .. §¥6. The alternatives
are:

a6 ...6f6 7 0f4 (7 Qg5 d6 8
®d2 hé6 9 Qe3 0-0 10 0-0-0 We7
i1 £3 Oxe3 12 ¥xe3x Radulov -
Matanovic, Helsinki 1972) 7 ...
d6 8 ¥4d2 and now:

al) 8 ... Qeb and now:

al) 9 0-0-0 h6?! 10 Qb5 &HhS
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11 h4 ¥f6 12 Qe3 Oxe3 13 ¥xe3
0-0 14 g3 ¥g6 15 g4! and White
is better as the g-pawn cannot
be taken due to Hdgl, Seeliger -
Kapic, Corr 1984.

al2) 9 (b5 ab 10 Hxch+ bxch
11 0-0 0-0 12 Hadl Qc4 13 Hfel
&g 14 6\d4 Bf6 15 Qg3 £)eS 16
b3 Hfe8 17 &Hpd!t Seeliger -
Florian, Corr 1984.

a2 8 .. &g 9 0g3 Geb 10
&S OxdS 11 exdS We7+ 12 Qe2
£xoe5 13 0-0-0 EWF2 14 b5+ cb
15 dxc6 bxob 16 Qxe5 0-0 17
Oxd6+- Doncevic - Besada,
Geneva 1985.

al) 8 ... ¥e7 9 0-0-0 hé 10
&S & yxdS 11 exdS &S 12 JbS+
Sf8 13 Ihel Wf6 14 Qe3 Qg4 15
3 0d7 16 f4 QxbS 17 fxe5 dxe5
18 ¥b4d+ 1-0 Doncevic ~ Lab-
bude, Geneva 1985.

ad) 8 .. 0-0 9 £3 &S5 10
0-0-0H)g6?! (10 ... He8!?) 11 Qg3
He8 12 h4! h5S 13 &bl (d7 14
Yg51? 68 15 Qcd Qeb (Don-
cevic - Kavalek, Bundesliga
1985/86) 16 (e2 £\Bh7 17 Wf4
&7 18 &¥d5t.

B 6 .. d6 7 Je2 Qe6 8 0-0
£¥6 9 9e5 h6 10 Ghd g5 11 g3
d5 12 exd5 &S 13 & ed &4 14
Oxf4 gxfa 15 Hel £d4 16 Qcd!
£3 17 Sxd4 Wxd4 18 (xeb fxed
19 ¥xf3 0-0-0 20 a4 EThf8 21
Wh3 HfS 22 ¥xh6 HeS5 23 3
¥d3 24 ¥h7 1-0 Castro - Shap-
iro, St. Martin 1991.

o 6 ... W6 7 We2 £ge7 8
0e3? (8 &AS & xdS 9 exdS+
&7 10 h4?! [White lacks the
potential lateral development
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of his queen’s rook herel 10 ...
h6 11 c4 ¥gb 12 0d2 Wgd= Roth
- Matanovic, Vienna 1986) 8 ...
&Yd4 9 Wd2 £yxb3 10 axb3 Qxe3
11 Wxe3 &b 12 £)d5 Wixb2 13
Fid1 0~0 14 (3d3 £\d4 15 0-0 £yeb
16 €5 $h8 17 Qxh7 1-0 Chibur-
danidze - Malaniuk, Kusadasi

////z 0, —
%IQI%

vaz

9 Qg5

It is necessary to activate the
bishop in order to diminish the
effect of .. f5. The careless
94Na4?! allows Black to open the
f-file and rapidly marshal his
forces towards the kingside:
9 .. f5 10 &H)xb6 axb6 11 exfS
WSS 12 OFf3 ¥fe 13 <3 Qeb 14
Led W7 15 Oc2 Ocd 16 Hel &Hhd
17 Be3 (§dS 18 Wbl Sxg2! 19
Oxh7+ Bh8 20 g6 WF3 21 £\i2
Wegd 22 3 &Hf4+t 0-1 Mathe ~
Yakovich, Kecskemet 1991.

9 .. f6
10 Qh4 4H\gb
11 Qg3 ab
The bishop is given an es-
cape square in case of £ ad.
12 &ht S

13 exf5  QxfS (40

i

14 @ds Qa?

A roughly equal position has
arisen in which White's greater
freedom of movement is
ocounterbalanced by Black’s play
on the f-file. White now con-
nects his rooks as quickly as
possible but he lacks any real
weaknesses to attack unless

Black mishandles things.
15 wd2 &h8
16 Hael Wd7
17 QhS &\eeS!

A careless move which cedes
White a lasting initiative. Black
aims to block the e-file but
this simply encourages the
white f-pawn to advance. Al-
though the pawn on f4 blocks
the white bishop on g3, this is
a secondary factor relative to
his control over the e-file.
Much more satisfactory was
the solid 17 ... Hae8.

18 f4! &\cb

An embarrassing move to
have to make, but Black cannot
afford to lose control of the
e7-square, eg. 18 .. &H\g4 19
Qxgb QOxgb 20 He7 $d8 21 Hxc7



4\e3 22 Wic3! winning.
19 Re2 4Hge7
20 &Hyxe? Lyxe7
21 Hfel &8
22 4yd4
A remarkable transformation
has occurred since the last
diagram. White has seized
control of the e-file and now
brings his offside knight into
the battle for the e6-square.
22 .. Dg4a?!
Under pressure, Black pre-
fers to trade bishops rather
than allow it to be exchanged
for the knight.
23 QOxg4 ‘xg4
24 &Heb Rfé
It is pointless to try and
preserve the c-pawn: 24 ... Hf7
25 &HeS Bff8 26 WdS whS 27
Wxb7+-.

25 &\xc7 M8
26 £Hd5  Thé
27 Wd3

White easily defends against
the threat of 27 ... fxg3.
27 .. WhS
28 &\e? &Hxe7
29 @Hxe7 (Of2 (42
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In a tense situation, White
finds a surprising way of neut-
ralising Black's activity, using
the weakness of his opponent's
back rank to create mating
threats.

30 ... Hg8
31 Hie2  (xg3
32 ¥xg3 WbS
33 3 afe
34 We3 wds
35 a3 g5
36 We4d

With an extra pawn and
mobile rooks, White is happy

to settle for the ending.
36 ... Wxed
37 H7xe4 gxf4
38 HAf2 Bef8
39 Af3 nsf7
40 Gg1  Sg7
4 Bf2 Bfs
42 n1d4 nzfe
43 Rfd3
The weakness of Bladck's
pawn formation finally tells.
1-0
Conclusion

The main lines of the 5 b3
line are far from harmless for
Black unless he is well pre-
pared against them. Black's
best course is to follow the
game B. Ivanovic - Tal as both
6 .. a5 and 6 ... ¥f6 are risky
ways of meeting 6 a4. The
variation 6 £)3 is much less
dangerous as Black has many
more options than in the 6 a4
variations.



5 Classical Variation: 5 &\f5

This is practically the Dutch
Grandmaster Jan Timman's
patent variation as he is one of
the few top-class players who
plays it regularly, with excel-
lent practical results. Black is
forced to disrupt his formation
in defending against the threat
to the g7-pawn, after which
White relocates his knight to
€3 in order to occupy the im-
portant dS-square. Of course,
these knight manoeuvres do
take several moves to carry out
and Black may be able to use
this time to create counterplay.

Timman -~ Smyslov
Bugojno 1984

ed eS
Hf3 &)cb
d4 exd4
Hxdd  OcS
NS (43
gb

After this move the knight is
forced to retreat immediately
and Black can get on with the
job of developing his pieces.
However, the dark squares
around the black king are now
permanently weak as the

AW =

bishop is not able to take up its
natural outpost on g7. If White
can infiltrate these squares
then Black's position will
quickly fall apart. It is perhaps
curious that no one has yet
dared to test Timman with an
old analysis given by Steinitz in
Modern Chess Instructor which
runs 5 .. d5 6 &«xg7+ Hf8 7
EYh5 Wha 8 H\g3 £X6 9 Be2 H)eS
10 h3 Hg8 with an initiative for
Black. Practical examples of
this variation tend to be in
Black's favour: 5 ... d5 6 &xg7+
(6 exd5? QxfS 7 dxcb Qxf2+!-+)
6 ... &f8 7 H\h5 (7 WxdS WxdS 8
exdS &bd-+; 7 exdS Hxg7 8
dxch (OxF2+; 7 EXS OXFS 8 exfS
Wha) 7 ... @hd 8 £\g3 Y6 and

now:

a 9 Wd2? &gd 10 ¥xdS



Oxf2+ 11 Pe2 £F6!-+ Ivanovic -
Pinter, Plovdiv 1979.

b) 9 Qe2 £NeS5 10 Je3 Oxe3 11
fxe3 Hg8 12 Hf1 Wxh2 13 Exf6
Wxg3+ 14 dd2 Qg4 15 Oxgd
Hxg4 0-1 Prudhomme - Jacobs,
Cappelle la Grande 1989.

On this evidence it is pro-
bably best to leave the g-pawn
alone: 6 £c3! Qxf5 (6 ... dxe4?!
7 &yxg7+ Bf8 8 Wixd8+ &xd8 9
&wedt) 7 exfS d4 8 Led with
an unclear position.

Another major alternative
for Black is 5 ... d6 when White
probably does best to decline
the offer of the pawn:

a) 6 Sxg7+ B8 7 5HNhS (765
OXF5 8 exfS WhaF) 7 ... Whd 8
&\g3 &6 (8 ... Wf6!? 9 Wd2 hS
10 Wf4 h4 11 £e2 h3 12 HHc3
&4 13 dl Oxf2F Yakovich -
Barle, Berne 1992) 9 Qe2 £\e5 and
now:

al) 10 £3? and now:

all) 10 ... £egd? U fxgd S xed
12 $dS! £5 13 FF1 £Y6 14 BxfSt
Timman - Handoko, Zagreb
1985.

al2) 10 ... He8 11 &d2 (11 ¥d2
Fixg3 12 Who+ Wxh6 13 (Oxho6+
He7; 11 Sf1? Hxg3 12 Wel H)h5 13
Y3 Wh3!-+) 11 ... d5 12 £c3 Jeb
intending ... 5d8%F.

al13) 10 ... 5HhS! 11 Gd2 (1 ¥d2
ho!'F) 1l .. &xg3 12 hxg3
Yxg3F.

a2) 10¥d2 Oxf2+F.

a3) 10 b4 Oxbd+ 11 c3 Oc5 12
Qa3 &Hxed 13 QOxc5 SxcSF
Timman - Borm, Netherlands
1985.

Classical Variation: 5 Y5 55

ad) 10 &3 &OHfgd 11 Qxgh
&ygd 12 Bf1 He8 13 Had &Hxh2
14 SxcS S\F1 15 ExF1 Txg3 16
fxg3 Whi+ 17 Bf2 Wxdi 18 Qh6+
De7 19 BExdl dxc5 20 Of4 Qed
% Timman - Karpov, Brus-
sels (exhibition game) 1988.

b) 6 £)e3 and now:

b)) 6 ... ¥f6 7 &3 Qeb (7 ...
é\ge7 8 Qd3 transposes to the
main game) 8 Qe2 (8 3d3!?) 8 ...
&\ge7 9 0-0 0-0 10 Phi= Schulz
-~ Herbrechtsmeir, Bundesliga
1984./85.

b2 6 ... £Y6 753 0-0 8 (3d3
£¥e5 9 0-0 o6 10 Had (b4 11 £4
&wd3 12 cxd3 b5?! (12 ... d5! 13
a3l Qe7 14 e5 He8wo) 13 £)3
He8 14 f3 (cS 15 Shit Wu
Xibin - Thorsteins, China 1985.

The final alternative, S ...
Wf6, is discussed in the next

illustrative game.
6 &\ed &Hf6
7 &3 0-0
Black chooses to delay

moving the d-pawn in order to
keep his options open. In
Ivanovic - Plachetka, Naleczow
1979, Black played the imme-
diate 7 ... d6 without success: 8
0d3 Heb6 9 0-0 &5 10 Qe2 Wd7
1 Bhl &egd 12 &HedS 6 13

b4d+-.
He8

8 (d3
9 00

Although White has not yet
revealed his middlegame inten-
tions, he can clearly hope to
develop an attack with &edS,
&hi and f4 as Black has no way
of freeing his game.
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9 .. &HeS

It is surprising to find that
this identical position arose in a
master game soon after the
opening was first introduced.
On that occasion Black chose a
weaker path, and White's attack
developed automatically: 9 ...
0d4?! 10 £Hed5 £ xdS 11 £xdS dé
12 c3 Qg7 13 f4 £)e7 14 5! gxf5
15 Qg5 fxed 16 Qxed Wd7 17
Qxh7+ &xh7 18 ¥hS+ He8 19
Wxf7+ Bh8 20 £f6 1-0 Wayte -
Ranken, Edinburgh 1877.

10 &hi dé

Exchanging the bishop with
10 .. &wd3 would only
strengthcn White's centre. The
game Savon - Ivkov, Wijk aan
Zee 1972, continued 11 cxd3 {f8
12 f4 dé 13 ¥f3 and White
eventually pushed forward the
kingside pawns with an advan-
tage.

11 Qe2 &cb?!

In view of the impending f4,
Black chooses to relocate the
knight immediately, but
chooses the wrong square. A
better course of action is 11 ...
&ed7! 12 £3 ab 13 a3 £8 14 b4
Qa7 15 Qcd of 16 ¥d3 Qeb 17
Qxeb &\xeb with equal chances,
Handoka - Smejkal, Zagreb
1985.

12 f3

The strongpoint at e4 is
reinforced in order to free the
white pieces which are defend-
ing it.

12 .. &Hd4
In Timman - Gligoric, Bug-

ojno 1984, Black played more
cautiously: 12 ... a6 13 Qd2 &H\d4
14 Oct o6 15 £4 55 Ya—th.

13 Qc4 aS? (44)

Iy
7

This is too casual; Black

should take steps to defend the

f7-square with 13 ... Qe6, when

the position is roughly equal.
14 Hga!

A  marvellous conception
which offers Black the chance
to split the white pawns in
order to open access to the
f-file. After 14 .. &xg4 the
weakness of the kingside dark
squares becomes apparent: 15
fxgd Qeb (15 ... £eb 16 W3 16
&S g7 17 ¥d2 with excellent
attacking chances.

14 .. Qeb
15 Qg5 Hxgh

Black has no choice but to
seek salvation in giving up the
queen for an assortment of
pieces. However, Timman
conducts the technical phase of
the game with real efficiency.

16 (Oxd8 4\e3
If 16 ... Qxcd 17 fxgd Oxf1 18

Of6+-.
17 ¥cl Oxc4



18 Wxe3 &)xc2
19 Wd2

45

20 (fe!

Now that White menaces 21
Who Black is forced into in-
ferior simplifications. This is
much stronger than the routine
20 Hxal Haxd8 when the black
rooks retain their coordination.

20 ... Heb
21 Hxal HAxf6
22 b3 Qeb
23 SHa4! Qa3

Black cannot improve on the
game continuation by 23 ... {b4
as 24 ¥b2 Hf4 25 a3 would
leave the bishop and rook

awkwardly placed.

24 ¥c3 ar4

It is wrong to allow the rook

to be pinned: 24 ... $g7? 25 g4
h6 26 hd g5 27 fAl4-.

25 g3 Ob4

26 Wd3 are

27 a3 bS

An audacious way of con-
tinuing the situation. This is
clearly a better course than 27
v 05 28 &xc5 dxcS 29 W3
De7 30 g4+- with similar play
to the previous note.

Classical Variation: 5 £Y5 S7

28 axb4 axb4
29 dg2 bxa4
30 Wd4 Oxb3

Black gives up the rook in a
frantic attempt to utilize the
passed queenside pawns. White
has no more problems after 30

.. Bg7 31 HBxad Hxad 32 bxad ¢S
3 Wal c4 34 ¥d4 when the

white a-pawn decides the
game.
31 Wxf6 a3
32 wd4 c5
33 ¥xdé Hc8
34 Wd2 Qeb
35 f4 h6
36 g4 Oxg4
37 f£5!
In clinical fashion, White

locks the bishop out of the
game.
37

He8
38 Wxh6 gxfS
39 h3 1-0
Another way of dealing with

the threat to the g-pawn
created by White's fifth move
is the response S ... f6, though
Timman's handling of the white
pieces in the following games
shows a model treatment of
this variation.

Timman -~ Hlibner
Sarajevo (3) 1991

1 e4 eS

2 &3 &b
3 d4 exd4
4 4LHwd4d QS
§ &S5 wfe
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This move is also considered
satisfactory for Black as it
defends the g-pawn and acti-
vates the queen.

6 &)3 oge7 (46)

In Salazar - Benko, Buen-
os Aires 1991, Black tried a
bizarre plan: 6 ... £Yce7?! 7 {3
o6 8 (d3 dS 9 exd5 gb4 10 0-0
Oxc3 11 bxc3 §d7 12 Hbl cxdS 13
Bxb7 %6 14 Hb3 &6 15 Qa3
£Y8 16 Hel §d8 17 c4 He8 18
exd5 £xdS 19 ObS ¥b7 20 (xd7

8 (d3

Timman opts for the same
set up as used in his game
against Smyslov in the previous
illustrative game. Prior to this
game, practical experience had
been largely confined to the
continuation 8 g3 45 9 f4
£Y5g6 10 Qg2 o6 1t 0-0 d5 12
Shi! Oxe3 13 Oxe3 dxed 14 Wi
OfS 15 &\xed Pxed?! (15 ... ¥eb!?
=) 16 Qxe4 Life8 17 Hel b6 18 3
&S 19 Of2 when White is much
better due to his powerful pair
of bishops, Ljubojevic ~ Karpov,
Montreal 1979.

8 .. &\e5
9 (Qe2 &\5gb
10 g3
The knight is prevented from

invading at f4 and White pre-
pares to drive it back with
h4-h5.

10 .. de
11 h4 He8
12 hS O\f8 (47)

13 Hh4!

An astounding idea; White
gives up the right to castle
kingside in order to bring his
rook into a position where it
can harass the black queen.
Suddenly White's space advan~
tage takes on menacing pro-~
portions.

13 .. c6?!

A more flexible approach is
13 .. ab in order to leave an
escape square on a7 for the
bishop. Less good is 13 ... £Yo6?!
14 QbS ab 15 Qad Qe6 16 Hf4
Yd8 17 45 QIS 18 BxfS HeS 19
Qg5 We8 20 Bf1 HxfS 21 exfS
WeS 22 ¥gd He8 23 Hdl bS 24
Of4 ¥f6 25 £XIS Hrxb2 26 f6 gb
27 hxg6 hxg6 28 Qb3 He6 29
Wha £d7 30 &He7+ 1-0 Hernan~



dez-Guerrero - A. Lopez, Mex-
ico 1992,
14 4yad wWd4

Timman himself points out
that preserving the important
bishop by 14 .. Qb4+ is not
sufficient to solve Black's
problems: 15 c3 (15 §d2!?) 15 ...
(a5 16 B4 (16 bs Oc7 with an
unclear position) 16 ... ¥e6 (16 ...
Who 17 &cd+-) 17 Qgiat.

15 &xeS  ¥xcS?

It was essential to recapture
with 15 ... dxcS although 16 &4
intending Qe3 is still better for
White.

16 44! HA8

The weakness of the d-pawn
caused by Black's thirteenth
move becomes apparent. If 16 ...
dS5 then White pursues the
queen: 17 (3 WbS 18 a4 Wab 19
&\d6 BaS+ 20 Hd2+-.

17 Qe3 wbSs
18 a4 Wab
19 b4

The last outlet for the
beleagered queen is closed
down. Now White threatens
both 20 4Ybb and 20 HHxd6.

19 .. d5 48

/////'Q, //l/;g;/
X1 %Id;,

y/r/ B

/1:/
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20 &Hbé

Timman nets the queen for
two pieces but there was a
quicker way to win: 20 (cS5!
Hd7 (20 .. He8 21 &HNd6+-) 21

20 ... Wxb6
21 Qxb6 axbé
22 exd5 &S
23 Hf4 Hxd5
24 (d3

White now has the simple
plan of exchanging as many
pieces as possible in order to
maximise the power of his
queen.

24 ... gb
25 hxgé hxgbé
26 He4 Qeb
27 wd2 &d4
28 ¥c3 cS

It is imperative for Black to
block the al-h8 diagonal; other-
wise the opposing rooks will
double on the h-file with ex-

cellent mating chances.
29 bxc5 bxcS
30 QOc4 BhS
31 QOxeb &fxeb
32 1h4 Rfs

Black's best practical chance
is to keep the pieces on and

create tricks based on the
exposed white king.

33 &ft af3

34 W¥Wb2 He8

35 XHet He?7

36 a5 adz

37 dg2 fs

38 Hehl {\gS

39 ab

The pawn is taboo due to 39
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.. bxab 40 b8+ Hg7 41 ¥h8
mate, so it becomes a passed

pawn and finishes the game.
40 c3 &\df3
41 Qfa 1-0
Conclusion

The S5 &S variation indicates

that White wants a fight right
out of the opening and is
therefore ideally suited to
players such as Timman who
have a confrontational style.
Black's most promising course
of action is S ... d6 which leads
to very unclear play. This is an
ideal choice for investigation.



6 Classical Variation: 5 &\xc6

This solid variation has always
enjoyed a rather dour reputa-
tion although recently the
Russian Grandmaster Smagin
has chosen it on a regular
basis. White hopes to exploit
the damage to Black's pawn
structure after ... bxcb, but it is
doubtful whether he really has
any advantage after the inter-
mediate move S ... ¥f6!.

Smagin - Gligoric
Yugoslavia 1991

ed eS

3 &b
d4 exd4

Hxde  (c5
Hyxch

White releases the tension,
steering the game away from
the heavily analysed main lines.

S .. wfe!

The threat of mate in one
allows Black to develop with
ease,

6 Vd2

This is White's most com-
bative choice here; although the
queen's bishop is blocked
White can rapidly activate his
other forces and can harass the

N WIN =

enemy queen. Other defences
against the mate allow Black
an easy game:

a)6$f3bxo6 7 Ocd W3 8
gxf3 dé=.

b) 6 We2 bxcd 7 £X3 a5 8
Qe3 Qab 9 ¥d2 QOxe3 10 Wxe3
Oxfl 11 Exfl £e7= Barczay -
Lengyel, Kecskemet 1968.

©) 6 f4 and now:

D) 6 ... Wb 7 £\3 £6 8
0b5 ¥eb 9¥e2 0-0 10 545 11
éed Qe7 12 0-0+- Larsen -
Brinck—-Claussen, Copenhagen
1979.

c2) 6 ... dxcb 7 £c3 and now:

c2l) 7 ... h5 8 ¥d3?! (8 f5!?) 8
.. Qg4 9 h3 $d8 10 5 Wh4+! 1
g3 We7 12 Wed £X6 13 g2 OfS
14 ¥e2 £¥IS 15 £xd5 oxdS 16
Og2 0-0 17 g4 Wha+ 18 Sdi
Qed! 19 Od2 ¥g3 20 Oxed dxes
21 &l Hxd2-+ Hekuriani -
Sturua, USSR 1982.

c22) 7 ... Nh6! 8 B3 ¥hd+ 9
g3 Qg4 10 ¥g2 WhS 11 Qe2
0-0-0 12 h3 Qxe2 13 ¥xe2 Wgb
14 g4 Hhe8 15 Qd2 &¥S! 16
0-0-0 (16 gxf5 g3+ 17 &f1
Bd2-+; 17 &Hdi Qe3-+) 16 ...
é)g3-+ Barczay - Romanishin,
Dortmund 1982.

6 .. bxcb6 (49)
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An interesting recapture,
which is motivated by a desire
to play a later ... d5 and contest
the centre. Of the two alter-
natives, 6 .. dxcb is a solid
choicc whilst Smagin's 9 b4
may cast some doubt on the
viability of the queen recapture:

a) 6 ... dxob and now:

al) 7 0d3 Qe6 8 £x3 0-0-0 9
We2 0d4 10 0d2 &\e? 11 f4 Hhe8
12 e5 ¥hd+ 13 g3 ¥h3 14 0-0-0
fo 15 exf6 gxf6 16 Hdel Qf7 17
Y1 ¥h5 18 £5 Qe5 -4 Smagin
- Mainka, Prague 1992.

a2) 7 ¥f41? Qeb 8 &3 We7 9
Qe3 0-0-0 10 Qe2 &6 11 0-0
Ifhe8 12 ¥g3 Qxe3 13 ¥xe3 b8
14 a3?! (14 Hadl =) 14 ... Qc8 15
0d3 &Hga 16 g3 (Chaplin -
Lane, Fourmies 1992) 16 ... g5,
intending to station the knight
one5F.

b) 6 ... txcH 7 Qd3 £HNf6 8 0-0
0-0 9 b4! (9 ¥f4 b6 = Wade -
J. Littlewood, Rhyl 1569) 9 ...
0d4 10 3 Qbb 1l c4! §d4 12463
a5 (12 ... Oxc3? 13 ¥xe3 Hixed 14
B2 13 Ob2 He8 (13 ... axb4 14
&YdS WreS 15 e Qxb2 16 &Hxfo+
&h8 17 ¥xb2 gxf6 18 Hfelt) 14

bS ¥d6 15 Hadl WeS 16 h3 ¢S 17
&4 Qxb2 (Smagin - Hjartar-
son, Bundesliga 1991) 18 {\xb2
intending f4 gives White the
superior chances due to his

space advantage.
7 (d3 &\e?
8 00 0-0
9 &3

The quiet 9 Fhl to facilitate
a swift f4 represents an im-
portant alternative: 9 ... d5 10
&3 Qd4 11 exdS oxdS 12 &bS
Qe5 13 f4 0d6 14 &yxd6 ¥xd6 15
£5 f6 16 W4 Wnd4 17 Oxf4 (17
Bxf4 &yo6 18 Qe3= Iv. Markovic
- Si. Popov, Yugoslavia 1991) 17

Qfo 18 (xc7 Qxd3 19 cxd3z.
- 4\gb

More logical is 9 ... d5, when
10 @hi transposes to the pre-
vious note.

10 &hi asS?!

It was not essential to pro-
vide a retreat square for the
bishop on a7 against {Yad. In
order to meet White's e5-
breakthrough Black should
play 10 ... d6 (10 ... £S5 11 Qe2
with the idea of f41) 11 f4 Qb6
when White has slightly the
better chances.

1 f4
12 e5!

White plays a well-known
trick in such positions based on
the knight occupying e4.

12 .. ¥h4

After 12 ... dxe5 Black's game
would swiftly fall apart: 13 &He4d
We7 14 £5 &4 15 f6 gxf6 16 g3
&S (16 ... £)hS 17 Whé (g4 18

dé 50)



&NgS5+-) 17 ch+-.

13 Hed Qb6
14 exdé6  QfS
1S 3

White could also call Black's
bluff: 15 dxc7 Qxc7 16 ¥f2!
which leaves Black struggling
to find compensation for the

pawn.
15 ... cxd6
16 Wxc6 Hab8
Bfds (50

17 (d2

%/ //4..

/Ié’tﬁ:t

/n/‘

e

O W
/,Q/ /

18 (el!
White has adjusted well to
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the changed circumstances and
continues in an energetic man-
ner. More casual moves would
allow Black to generate some
counterplay: 18 Qc3 £e7 19 Wa4d
(19 ¥c4? dS) 19 ... d5 20 &3
Oxd3 21 cxd3 d4 22 Qd2 (22
QOxa5? HaB) 22 ... £dS intending
to invade on e3.

18 ... We7

19 Qc3 &Hha
Otherwise 20 &\f6+ gxf6 21

Q1S wrecks the kingside.

20 Hael W4d7

21 WdS web

Instead 21 ... Qe6 would meet
with a hostile response: 22 $h5

&YS 23 o+ gxf6 24 Oxfo §d4
25 WS+ B8 26 OXFS Oxfo 27
wixfo OxfS5 28 ¥h8 mate.

22 OHf6+! gxf6

23 Hxe6 fxeb

Black's game is hopeless.

24 Wcb &Hf7

25 Rel Oxd3

26 cxd3 f5

27 d4! 1-0
Conclusion

Although 5 &xo6 has the
advantage of avoiding the
theory of 5 Qe3 or S £\b3 it is
not really testing enough. Black
should be able to reach equality
after S ... ¥4f6 6 Wd2 dxcb.



7 Scotch Four Knights

The Scotch Four Knights is a
positional approach by which
White postpones the confront-
ation until the middlegame.
From White's point of view, the
main line is quite easy to fol-
low as his plans will be similar
regardless of Black's response.
Black should be able to achieve
equality but if he plays too
passively his position can
deteriorate in an almost im-
perceptible fashion.

Salgado Allaria - Nunez
Corr 1986-88

ed eS

1
2 &3
3 d4
4
5

4&\cb
exd4

%
%

f%%

This is the starting point of

the Scotch Four Knights.
5 .. Qb4

Black's alternatives do not
really promise anything more
than surprise value:

a S .. Qc56 Qe3 Qb6 and
now:

al) 7 Qe2 d6 and:

al) 8 0-0 0-0 9 &b bxod
10 Qg5 We7 1t Ghi h6 12 Jh4
g5 13 Qg3 &dxed 14 dxed
Bxed 15 f4 ¥d4 16 Od3 f5 17
fxg5 hxg5 18 WhS ¥f6 19 Qel!
0d4 20 §d2 QOxb2 21 Hael Qe5
22 HxeS!? dxeS 23 Qxgs W7 24
who (e6? (24 ... He6) 25 HF3 f4
26 Of6! 1-0 Klovan - Razuvayev,
USSR 1974.

al2) 8 Wd2 &4 (8 .. 0-0 9
0-0-0 He8 10 f3 9d7 1 g4t) 9
QOxg4 QOxgd 10 h3 §d7 11 0-0-0
0-0 12 Bhelt.

a2) 7 &yxcb bxcb 8 e5 Qxe3 9
exf6 Oh6 10 Ye2+ Q8 11 fxg7+
QOxg7 12 0-0-0 WgS5+F Bikhov-
sky - Lilienthal, Moscow 1958.

b) After S ... £ xed?! 6 &yxed
We7 play might continue:

bl) 7 Qe2? Wixed 8 HbS §bd+
9 c3 Qa5 10 0-0 0-0F Obuch-
owsky - Matsukewitsch, USSR
1976.



b2) 7 £3 dS and now:

b2) 8 (f4? dxed 9 OPS
exf3+ 10 Bf2£\e5-+.

b22) 8 £ xch bxch 9 We2 dxed
10 Yrxed Yxed+ 11 fxed (d6 12
Bcd Be7=.

b23) 8 b5 3d7 9 xch bxch
10 0-0 dxe4 and now:

b23) 11 Hel 0-0-0 12 Hxed
W6 13 Wfl (Handoko - Hecht,
Thessaloniki 01 1984) 13 ... Oc5
offers equal chances.

b232) 11 fxed! gb (it ... 0-0-0
12 $d3it) 12 Qe3 Qg7 13 L3
0-07 14 (9c5+-.

6 <&)xcb

Not to be trusted is 6 Qg5?!
.h6 7 Oh4 g5 8 &yxch bxcb 9 Og3
&yxed 10 Wd4d Qxc3+ 1l bxc3
0-0'F.

6 .. bxcé
7 (d3 ds
8 eS

An unusual continuation
which has been featured in a
number of correspondence
games, but is not often seen in
over-the-board tournament
play. This might be due to its
potentially highly complicated
nature (after 8 .. Hgd 9 Qf4
d4) or simply because Black
has a reasonably comfortable
route to simplification (8 ...
g4 9 Of4 £6). Certainly to be
avoided is 8 0-0? {§xc3 9 bxc3
‘dxed 10 Hel 0-0 and White
remains a pawn down as taking
on e4 would lose a piece after
the queens are exchanged. The
normal continuation, 8 exds, is
oonsidered in the other games

‘
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in this chapter.
8 .. 4Hg4
9 Of4 d4?! (53

Black boldly takes up the
challenge leading to extremely
double-edged play.

a) 9 ... f6! 10 h3 (10 exf6 0-OY
10 ... £HxeS 11 Oxe5 fxeS 12 Whs+
8 13 WrxeS §d6 (13 ... d4?! 14
0-0-0 dxc3? 15 ¥f4+ and 16
Wxbd++-; 13 ... WeB 14 Wxe8+
Bxe8 15 0-0c0) 14 WhS (14 ¥e2!
is a suggestion of Gligoric's) 14
... Bf6 15 0-0 g6 16 YWh6+ BF7 17
&e2 (0d7 18 c3F Davie ~ Gligo-
ric, Dundee 1967.

b) 9 ... §c5 10 0-0 g52! 11 Qg3
hS 12 Qe2! and White is slightly
better according to van Schel-

%’z_,g //“'
21% /szé
mim W
’/ /ﬁﬁ 7

/'.
N
%
%
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10 Wf3!

A swashbuckling idea which
sets up a violent attack. It is
useless to attempt to save the
piece: 10 a3? dxc3 11 axb4 cxb2
12 b1 ¥4d4-+.

10 ... dxc3
1 0-0-0 cxb2+

Black unveils a prepared
improvement over the standard
11 ... %¥dS, which leads to re-
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markable complications: 12 Je4
Wxa2 13 Qxcb+ Hf8 14 Hds+
de7 15 Qg5+ f6 16 exfo+ gxfo 17
Hel+ Qeb6 18 Hd7+ B8 19 Qhé+
&yho 20 txfo+ &7 214 HExf7+
Oxf7 22 ¥xh8+ Qg8 23 W6+
0f7 24 ¥h8+ %% van Schelt-
inga - Cortlever, Amsterdam
1954. Howeve:, White has a
significant improvement: 18
Hxe6+ Wxe6 19 Hd7+ B8 20
Wxgd! oxb2+ (20 .. ¥xgd 2
Oh6+ Be8 [21 ... Hg8 22 (d5+]
22 Hg7+ &d8 23 Hxgd cxb2+ 24
&bl Hb8 25 Qg7 He8 26 Oxfo+
Qe7 27 Oxe7+ Hxe7 28 Hed+
SBf7 29 Hxe8 Hxe8 30 Qxe8+
Sxe8 31 Gxb2 winning, accord-
ing to Velickovic) 21 &bl ¥ixg4
22 Oh6+ He8 23 Hg7+ Wd7 24
Bxd7 Qe? 25 Hxc7+ Hf7 26
QOxa8 Hxa8 27 Qe3 Reb6 28 Hxa7
Bxa7 29 Oxa7 Qd6 30 h3 QeS5 31
Oc5 £5 32 $a3 Od4 33 £3 hS 34
Qxb2 Of2 35 g4 1-0 Furmston -
Poletayev, Corr 1967.

12 &bl Hxf2 (5¢)

This is the real point of
Black's play - by giving back
the piece he plans to buy time

to whisk his king to safety. For

example: 13 ¥xf2 We7 14 Qed

(14 Ehf1 Qeb6 15 Qed 0-0 16 Qxch

Had8¥F) 14 ... §d7 15 Ehf1 0-01?

16 ¥g3 with an unclear position.
13 (e4d!

Having already given up a
knight White disdains the
capture on f2 in order to sac-
rifice another exchange! In this
way he manages to capture on
c6 with his bishop before Black
can find time to castle.

3 .. &yxdi
14 QOxc6+ (Qd7
15 Hxdi O0-0

There is nothing to be gained
by giving up the queen as
Black's exposed king would
make his king indefensible: 15 ...
Hb8 16 Hxd7 ¥ixd7 17 ¥dS Hd8
18 6! (18 Oxd7+ HExd7 19 ¥a8+?!
[19 ¢b5!?1 19 ... Pe7 20 ¥xh8??
QOc3-+) 18 ... ¥rxob 19 Wxch+ he?
20 ¥xc7+ and White is winning
according to Morgado and
Salgado Allaria.

16 Axd7

The rook takes up a power-
ful position on the seventh
rank, where it strengthens the
chances of a direct assault on
the king. White's initiative
would be quickly dissipated in
the ending which would arise
after 16 Qxa8 ¥xa8 17 ¥xa8 (17
Bxd7 ¥xf3 18 gxf3 Qa3 19 Hd3
0e7 20 Hxb2 Hd8=) 17 ... Hxa8
18 Hxd7 Qa3! 19 Hd3 Qe7 20
Sxb2 Hdg=.

16 .. Wc8
17 g4 Hd8 &5



18 e6!

The culmination of White's

strategy: the pawn is immune
due to mate on g7.

18 .. Hxd7
19 exd7 Wd8
20 OxaB Yxa8
21 QOxc?7 Qe7
22 wWd4 0ds
23 WeS! 1-0

Much more commonly seen
than 8 e5 is 8 exdS5, which is
regarded as the main line of the
Scotch Four Knights. In the
next game Black follows a
long-established plan but runs

into a prepared improvement.

Salov - Nunn
Wijk aan Zee 1991

ed e5
OHF3 &¥cb
&3 &Hf6
d4 exd4
Hxd4d (b4
On this occasion the stand-
ard position has arisen from a
Four Knights move order.
6 &YXc6b bxch

N W=
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7 Qd3

A sensible measure as the
bishop will be well placed after
Black plays ... d5. Other paths
give Black at least equality:

a) 7 Wd4 We7 8 £3 and now:

al) 8 ... c5 9 ¥f2 0-0 10 §d2
d5 11 0-0-0= Levenfish.

8 ... Oc5 9 Wd3 Xb8 10
0d2 d5 11 0-0-0F Bondarevsky
- Smyslov, USSR 1944.

b) 7 §d2 0-0 8 §d3 d5 9 f3
dxe4 (or 9 ... Oxc3 10 Qxc3 dxes
with an equal game accol
to Keres) 10 §\xed &H\xed 11 fxed
Qc5= Alekhine - Alexander,

Margate 1937.
7 .. ds
8 exd5 cxdS
9 00 0-0

The major alternatwe, 10
6, is analysed in later games in
this chapter.

1 4&He2 hé

The alternatives are exam-

ined in the game Rigo - Zysk.

12 QOh4  Qd6
The pin can be blocked
although this is not good
enough for equality: 12 ... Qe7 13
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éyd4 Qg4 14 £3 §d7 15 &5t
Plater - Drieciotowski, Poland
1957.
13 4Yd4
A quick pawn rush on the
kingside fails to make any
headway: 13 f4? Qc5+ 14 &hi
g4 15 h3 (xe2 16 Wxe2 He8 17
W3 He3 18 Oxf6 FIxf3 19 (Oxd8
Hxfi+ 20 Hxft Hxd8F Alex-
ander - Smyslov, England -
USSR 1954.
13 .. cS
The bishop can also retreat,
offering a level game: 13 ... §d7
14 X5 QXFS 15 Qx5 Hb8 16 b3
DeS 17 Hbi ¥d6 18 Og3 Oxe3 19
hxg3 Hfe8= Rossetto - Bolbo-
chan, Mar del Plata 1956.
14 4xeb
This is a major improvement
on the old line: 14 &S QxfS 15
OXFS Qeb 16 <3 Fb8 17 £4 Jc7 18
b3 Wd6 19 Wf3 Hfe8 20 Hadl
d4F Alexander - Kluger, Am~

sterdam 0l 1954.
14 ... fxeb
15 We2 eS (57)
57 E 7 .v : .' ‘.? ,,,,,

.....

After this move it becomes
clear that White has the better

chances. Now that .. He8 is
ruled out White can set about
undermining the central pawns.
Less clear is 16 c4 e4 17 Qc2
w8

16 .. b8

Very often in this variation
Black strikes at b2 with his
rook in this way. However, in
this particular drcumstance
Black would have been better
served by 16 ... c4!? 17 b3 cxb3
18 axb3 ¥c7 when White's
advantage is minimal.

17 4!

The queen now protects b2
while the pawn thrust under-
mines the black pawn centre,
which does not have a firm
base.

17 .. ed

18 Radl W7
19 &hi
With the intention of 19
Qxh2 20 g3 trapping the bishop.
19 .. dxc4
20 Qxfé6

White has a pleasant choice
here: 20 Oxe4 g5 21 Qg3 Oxg3
22 hxg3dg7+.

20 ... Bxfé6
21 Oxed (QeS

22 ¥xci+ Qh8
23 b3 (58

The extra pawn ensures
White the advantage, although
there are still a few obstacles
to overcome before victory can
be secured. White is aided by
the weakness of the light
squares around the black king
which offer him various mating



possibilities. Black's chances
for a draw rest on the exchange
of the major pieces to reach an
opposite-coloured bishop end-
ing, which would prove very
difficult to win.

23 .. Abf8
24 We2 @ Qd4
25 f3 WeS
26 g3 He8
27 Wd3

As all the entry squares have
been blocked, White can afford
to spend some time improving
the position of his pieces. The
immediate threat is 28 b4
which would severely under-

mine the bishop on d4.
27 ... ade
28 n1d2 hS
29 Re2 h4
30 gxh4
There is no immediate reason

for White to remove the sup-
port of his well-established
bishop on e4. Black might
conjure up some counterplay
after 30 472! ¥f6 31 843 Hde6.
30 ... Bhé
31 f4
Now that Black's rook is
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offside White is able to advance
the f-pawn in safety as it
would take Black too long to

34 Wg3

organize his rooks on the e-file.
K ) wf6
32 Wf3 Hxh4
33 Qd3 Rfs

Not 33 ... Hxe2?? 34 Wa8+.

Who

If the pawn is snatched off,
Black pays a heavy penalty: 34
... Oxf4? 35 @h3+ Who 36 HExf4
Hxf4 37 $4c8++-.

35 Wgb BEh3
36 ¥xh6+ gxhé6
37 Qch

White still enjoys a signifi-

cant edge thanks to the extra

pawn. Clearly 37 ... He3 38 Hg2

would leave Black in great

difficulties but he makes a
serious mistake.

37 ... Qe3?

38 dg2 1-0

In the next game we again
see how dangerous White's
initiative can be if Black makes
even the slightest positional
error.

Rigo - Zysk

Budapest 1985
1 e4 e5
2 43 &Ycb
3 &)3 &Hf6
4 d4 exd4
§ &OH)xd4 Qb4
6 &y»;chb bxcb
7  Qd3 ds

This is an automatic choice
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in tournament practice to
challenge White's hold on the
centre. The alternatives are
more passive but are fairly
sound'

a7 . 008 00 HeB and
now:

al) 9 W3 Od6 10 Qf4 QOxfa 11
Wxf4 d6 12 Hael We7= Radulov
- Planinc, Vrsac 1971.

a2 9 Qg5 h6 10 Qhd-

a2h) 10 ... g5 11 Qg3 d6 (i1 ...
Oxc3 12 bxc3 §xed 13 ¥hS Sg7?
14 Qxed Hxed 15 f4!'+-) 12 5
dxeS 13 (xe5&Ng4 (13 ... HxeS5 14
QOh7+) 14 Qg3 S 15 h3 &6 16
f4t Pomar - Ljubojevic, Las
Palmas 1974.

a22) 10 ... dé6 11 f4 Qb7 12 Ghi
(12 ¥f317) 12 ... Oxc3 13 bxc3 c5
(Puc - Planinc, Ljubljana -
Portoroz 1973) 14 Helt.

b) 7 ... d6 and now:

bl 8 0-0 &g4 9 Qe2 Wh4 10
Oxg4 Wxgd+ Schlechter -
Lasker, Nuremberg 189.

b2) 8 Qg5 hé 9 Qh4 We7 10
0-0 0-0 11 f4 ¥eb= Wade -
Gereben, Monte Carlo 1967.

8 exdS cxdS
9 0-0 0-0
10 (gS feb

It is incorrect for Black to
immediately double White's
pawns. This, and Black's other
moves, are oonsidered else-
where in this chapter (Lautier -
1. Sokolov and Estevez - Rivera).

1 4&HHe2

Not as popular is 11 @f3 Qe7
12 Hael X{b8 and now:

a) 13 He5? Hxb2 14 £\bS ¢5 15

Oc1 Hb4 16 §d2 Had 17 £X3 Ha3
18 £Yb5 Hab 19 £Yd4 Hd6 20 £S5
OxfS 21 OxfS &yed 22 Of4 Of6
23 Hetl Oxe5 24 Qxe5 Hbo6 25
¥4 Wig5 26 xgS ¢xgS 27 hd
&6 28 He3 £6 29 Qg3 &d4 0-1
A. Thomas - Lane, Paignton
1981.

b) 13 £l o5 14 Of5S Hb6F

Ekstrom - Euwe, Hastings
1945/46.
1n .. Qde? 59

Black points the bishop
towards the kingside, harbour-
ing attacking ambitions, but
this is not an accurate choice.
We have already discussed 11 ...
hé in the previous game and
there are several other playable
alternatives:

a) 11 ... Qe7 12 £Xf4 and now:

al 12 ... ¥d6 13 Hel Hab8 14
3! ho 15 §xeb fxe6 16 (3f4
whbo 17 Wh3t Czeriak - Ed.
Lasker, Vienna 1951.

a2) 12 ... Qg4 13 f3 (13 ¥d2?)
13 ... §c8 and now:

a2) 14 Qxfer? Oxf6 15 &HxdS
Qxb2 16 Hbl with an unclear
position.

a22) 14 el h6 15 Qxh6 gxhé
16 Wh4 ®g7 17 Hfel (Bebchuk -
Baranov, Rostov 1957) 17 ..
He8¥.

b) 11 ... Qg4 and now:

b)) 12 3 Qe7 13 W2 h6 14
QOe3 0d6= Alexander - Smys-
lov, Hastings 1954/55.

b2) 12 ¢4 h6 13 Qhd dxct 14
Oxcd Wxdl 15 Hfxdi g5 16 Qg3
&ed~ Hector - Wiedenkeller,
Malmo 1986.



o 11 ... Hb8 12 £\g3 Qe7 13 b3
h6 14 Be3 c5 15 &5 He8 16
&yxe7+ Byxe7 17 Wd2t Czerniak
- Maderna, Mar del Plata 1955.

12 4¥d4

This move has a dual func-
tion: first, White would like to
drop it into o6 and then capture
on f6 to double Black's kingside
pawns; and second, on d4 the
knight is ideally placed to
support a general build up of
Hel, ¥f3 and Of5. Also worthy
of consideration is long-estab-
lished 12 f4 5 (12 ... c6!'?) 13 c4
dxcd 14 Qed Eb8 15 Qxf6 gxf6
16 &Hg3 5 17 QOxfS Qe7 18
Wgd++- Czerniak - Neikircti,
Amsterdam 1954.

12 .. cS5?

Black is unaware of the
danger and takes immediate
steps to oust the knight from
its powerful outpost. His
idea is based on the sequence
13 £Y0b W7 14 Qxf6 Wxob6 when
White must retreat the bishop
leaving Black with a strong
central pawn mass. However,
the best chance was 12 ... §d7
although Black remains worse.
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This unpleasant move is
necessary here since Black's
intended 14 ... ¥xcb is refuted
by 15 Qxh7+! @xh7 16 ¢hS+ g8
17 ¥gS g6 18 ¥Whé leading to
mate. Now the shattered king-
side is an open invitation for

White to invade and destroy.
15 WhS f5
16 g5+ GHh8
17 Wfe+ Qg8
18 f4!

Even though the white
knight is trapped, White leaves
it undefended in order to bring
his other pieces into the attack.
Of course, the pawn cannot be

taken 18 ... Oxf4? 19 He7++-.
18 ... Wxcb
19 Af3 Hfe8

+ The rook makes room for

the king to seek sanctuary via

£8.
20 Whe  (xf4
21 Bxf4  (Od7 (60
22 Rga+t 1-0

Black resigned due to 22 ...
fxgd 23 Qxh7+ Hh8 24 Qg6+
D8 25 Wh7+Hf8 26 ¥xf7 mate.
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7,

Instead of 11 £}e2, White can
also try 11 £\b5. Although this
idea used to be considered a
drawing variation, Jakovic's
surprising 14 ¥el breathes new
life into White's chances, as we
shall see.

Jakovic - Ernst
Gausdal 1991

1 ed eS

2 &3 &Xeb

3 d4 exd4

4 Oyxds  &HF6

S &3 Ob4

6 &yXc6 bxcéb

7 Qd3 ds

8 exdS cxdS

9 00 0-0

10 05  Qeb

1 &HbS

This is probably the most
dynamic possibility. It has a
similar theme to 1 )2 as in
many cases White will bring the
knight to d4. However, White
can also go in for complica-
tions by a rapid expansion on

his queenside.
1n .. cS
12 a3

This has now become the
regular move order in tourna-
ment practice. After 12 c3 Qa5
White can practically force
perpetual check but has noth-
ing better:

a) 13 b4 and now:

al) 13 ... cxbd 14 cxbd Qxb4
15 Oxh7+ Gxh7 16 ¥bi+ Hg8 17
Wxb4d Hb8 gives Black the
better game as the slightly
exposed position of the black
king is inadequate compensa-
tion for the passed pawn,
Gabran - Bikov, USSR 1970.

a2) 13 ... ab 14 £\d6 ¥xd6 16
Od6 Qc7-+ Janosevic - Nab-
tanovic, Yugoslavia Ch 1956.

b) 13 Wad! Qb6 14 ¥h4 hé 15
QOxh6 gxh6 16 ¥xh6 c4 (16 ...
&e4? 17 Oxed dxed 18 Haelt+-)
17 ¥gS+ Bh8 18 Wha+ Qg7 -
Ivkov - Gligoric, Buenos Aires
1960.

12 .. Qa5
13 b4 cxb4 (62

The major alternative in-
volves spurning the pawn offer
by 13 ... Qb6. A survey of this
variation reveals:

a) 14 bxc5 Qxc5 and now:

al) 15¥f3 h6 16 Oxf6 ¥xfo 17
Wixfo gxf6 18 c3 Hfc8 19 Hfcl
Hab8 20 Bf1 §d7= Gheorghiu -
Suba, Prague 1985.

a2) 15 c3 hé 16 Qh4 Ec8 17
&yd4 3dé6 18 Hel=.

b) 14 c3 h6 15 Qh4 Hb8 16 a4
a5 17 bxc5 Qxc5 18 Hel and



White has slightly the better
game, Garcia - Panno, Mar del
Plata 1959.

o) 14 Wf3?! Ec8 15 c3= Panno.

14 el!

A startling move which is
based on a clever attacking
idea. The a-pawn is discarded
and can even be captured with
a discovered attack. A more
routine continuation is 14 axb4

QOxb4 (14 .. Qb6 15 Hab) and
now White has:

a) 15 &\xa7 hé 16 Qh4 ¥bo6 17
Hab Wb7 18 Oxf6 Hxa7= Barsky
- A. Geller, USSR 1960.

b) 15 Hxa7 Hxa7 16 &Hxa7 h6
17 &6 ed6 18 Oxf6 Wixch 19
WF3 W7 (19 ... gxf6? 20 Wg3+
Sh8 21 ¥ha g7 22 ¥xb4+-) 20
0d4 Hc8 21 Hbil= Salazar -
Sanchez-Guisado, Vigo 1985.

14 .. bxa3

This is the critical test of
White's idea but perhaps Black
should adopt a more circum-
spect course of action: 14 ...
Qb6 15 axbd h6 16 Ohd He8 17
Wd2 (17 We5? ab 18 &\d6 Oc7 19
Oxf6 gxf6 20 We3+ Ghs-+) 17
.. ab (17 ... £ed 18 Oxd8 &L xd2
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19 Qxb6 axbo 20 &7 Hxal 21
Bxal Hc8 22 HaB8+-) 18 X3 Qc7
19 Qg3 QOxg3 20 hxg3 Wd6 21
wf4t.
15 QOxf6  gxf6

Black is obliged to loosen
his kingside pawn barrier in
view of 15 ... Oxel (15 ... ¥ndf6?
16 ¥xad) 16 Qxd8 picking up a

piece.
16 We3 0b6
17 ¥Whé
White is understandably

lured by visions of a mating
attack but a more positional
approach would have been
more appropriate, exploiting
Black's crippled pawns. For
example: 17 £Hd4 Qxd4 (47 ..
He8? 18 Wh6 Oxdd 19 (xh7+
&h8 20 Hxa3+-) 18 ¥xd4t.

17 ... fS

18 Hxa3

Now the rook is brought
into the attack against Black's
beleaguered king. Obviously
White is not prepared to settle
for a draw: 18 £\d6 ¥xd6 19
OxfS Hfd8 20 Qxh7+ &h8 21
Qg6+ Bg8 22 Qh7+ with per-
petual check.

18 .. Sh8?! (63

Ernst has suggested that
Black could have put up
much stiffer resistance here
with 18 ... f6!?:

a) 19 Hel ¥d7 20 Of1 (with
the idea of 20 ... Hxe8 21 Hg3+
&h8 22 Fixeol+-) 20 .. X7
when Black can struggle on.

b) 19 g4 Hh8 29 gxfS Of7
with an unclear position.
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19 &Hdé!  Qd4!

An essential move to ward
off the attack. If instead 19 ...
He8? 20 OxfS Hg7 21 Hg3! We8
22 OIxeb fxeb 23 Hxg7 ¥xg7 24
Wxeb+- (White has won too
many pawns). The other alter-
native 19 ... ¥xd6? fails to 20
QOxfS with mate looming on h7.

20 4HFS

White decides to keep his
light-squared bishop in order
to maintain attacking chances
against the vulnerable h7-
square. An advantage is also
preserved after 20 Qxf5 Qx5 21
TS W6 22 Wh3 (not 22 ¥hS
Qc3t 23 W3 d4 with an unclear

position) 22 .. HacB8 23 Hd3
Obot.

20 ... wfé

21 WhS JaTe)

Black reacts well to the
crisis, avoiding the plausible 21
. Qb6 22 &Hho Wg7 23 Had
(intending Xh4) 23 ... d4 24 Hel
with a clear advantage.

22 43! hé -
23 HaS Hac8
24 4HxdS  ¥gs
25 dxgsS

The technical task in the
endgame would have been
somewhat easier after 25 &\f6!
BixhS (25 ... Wxf6 26 HExcS) 26
&wh5 when White remains a
clear pawn up against a struc-
ture of three isolated pawns.
Now, however, the connected
black g- and f-pawns are po-
tentially an asset rather than a
hindrance.

25 ... hxg5
26 &Xf6 Qd4- 64)

27 Hes

The game has reached a
critical juncture. White must
try to consolidate his advantage
and utilize the extra pawn.
However, Black has good
drawing chances due to his pair
of bishops and the fragility of
White's f2-pawn.  Perhaps
White should have preferred
the more complicated variation:
27 Hh7? Heg8 28 HxgS5 (28
&wg5? Qc3 29 HbS ab¥) 28 ..
Hxg5 (28 ... f6 29 XhS &g7 with
a slight edge to White) 29
&YxgS a5 30 Hel QdS 3t HEdl a4
32 Qed Oxed 33 Hxd4 Hxc2 34
h3 a3?! (34 ... Qcb would leave



an unclear position) 35 Hxe4 a2
36 Had 6 37 4 Hcl+ 38 @h2

alttd) 39 Hxal Hxal 40 £f6 and
White is slightly better accord-
ing to Ernst.

27 .. f6

28 ndi 0b6

29 Ha4 Hcb

30 h3 OfS

31 Hbi Oh?7

32 Hbs ads

33 g4

White identifies the f6-pawn
as a possible target and uses
the g-pawn as a restraint.

33 .. Beb
34 Hg2 fOxed+
35 QOxed Hd2
36 Xfs g7
37 (§d3

It would have been more
accurate to play 37 Hc4 to
prevent the note to move 38.
Although White still has good
practical  chances, Black's
activity makes it difficult for
him and in the end Black man-
ages to hold the draw. The
game concluded as follows:

37 .. HeS
38 1f3 Hdi!
38 ... He3!.
39 Hc4 HcS
40 Ha4 0bé6
41 QBAcs HOcS
42 RJfS! Bxf5
43 gxfS (b6
44 f4 gxf4
45 nOxf4 Hd2+
46 &f3 nr2+
47 ded Bxfi+

48 &xf4 a5
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49 QbS &ho
50 c4?
50 Dg4!.
50 .. &h5
51 Qed @h4!
52 &dS &xh3
83 < QOc7
54 Qeb QeS
]

Another natural course for
Black in the main line of the
Scotch Four Knights is 10 ... c6.
In our next main game we look
at the new move 11 §\a4, which
was introduced to grandmaster
practice by the young French
Grandmaster Joel Lautier.

Lautier - I. Sokolov
Correze (3) 1992

1 e4 es

2 &Of3  4)eb

3 d4 exd4

4 4Hxdd &F6

5 &\3 Qb4

6 &yxcb bxcb

7 Qd3 ds

8 exdS5 cxdS 65
The standard and more

explored continuation. How-
ever, from time to time Black
dabbles with the relatively
neglected 8 ... We7+. The un-
conventional 9 GFfi?! cxd5 10
Qg5 o6 11 Y3 h6? 12 QbS! gave
White a tremendous attack in
Velimirovic - Lukic, Yugoslav
Ch 1962, but 11 ... 0-0 secures
equality. So White should
revert to the usual method of
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blocking the check with 9 ¥e2.
Play can then continue:
9 .. ¥xe2+ 10 &xe2 and

now:

al 10 ... Oxc3 11 bxc3 cxdS 12
(a3 and White is slightly better
according to Keres.

a2 10 ... £xdS 11 &ed 5 12
&S5 0-0 13 Hdl h6 14 &3 §d6
15 &Ft §d7? 16 Bc4 and White
wins a pawn, Rossolimo -
Gligoric, Amsterdam 1950.

ad) 10 ... cxdS and:

a3D 11 &S and now:

a3t) il ... &d8 12 Bdi o6 (12 ...
He8+ 13 Gfl o6 14 &d4 (§d7 1S
Qg5 Cortlever - Pfeiffer,
Amsterdam Ol 1954) 13 4yd4
&7 14 c4 (d6 15 h3 §d7 16 Hfl
5 17 £X2 d4 18 b4 cxb4 19 Qb2
Hae8 20 §xd4 a5 21 Hel= Rod-
riguez - Mikhalchisin, Havana
1982.

a3t2) 1 ... Qa5 12 Of4 &d8 (12
.. &5? 13 Oc7 Qxc7 14 Hxc7+
&d8 15 &xaB8 c4, van der
Houette - C. Flear, Brussels
1988, and now 16 &d2t oxd3 17
cxd3 intending Hcl, winning) 13
Hhdl §d7 14 c4 Hb8 15 Habi
He8+ 16 Bt ab 17 A4 (bot
Chalfen - Muskinowitsch, Mos-
cow 1979,

a32) 11 Qb5+ §8d7 12 Qxd7+
Sxd7 13 Hdl Bhe8+ 14 GHff Oxc3
15 bxc3 b 16 Je3 Hed 17 Hd3
&yd6 18 (d4 £6 19 Hg3 He7 20
Flel £\ed 21 g1 &d6 2 Flge3 c5
23 f3 cxd4 24 cxd4 S 25 fxed
fxed 26 Ha3 Hc8 27 c3 Hb7 28
B2 Hb2+ 29 He2 e3+ 0-1 V.
Knox - Wells, British Ch 1991.

b) 9 ... £ d5 10 Wxe7+ Bxe7
11 a3 and now:

b)) 11 ... Oxc3+ 12 bxc3 HeB 13
0d2 §fS 14 0-0-0 §xd3 15 cxd3
with a small edge for White,
Braga - Weermals, Dubai 1986.

b2) 11 ... §aS 12 b4! and now:

b2) 11 ... £xc3+ 12 bxaS §dS
14 00+ Czerniak - Fenoglio,
Argentine Ch 1949.

b22) 12 ... Oxb4 (12 ... (b6 13
&¥e2t) 13 axbd &HX3 14 Qb2
&5 15 Oxg7 Bd8 16 (3d4 when
the formidable pair of bishops
gives White the advantage,
Czerniak - Rellstab, Reggio
Emilia 1951

9 ... cxd5 10 Yrxe7+ Oxe? 1
0d2 (11 0-0 Bd8 12 a3 (c5=
Czemiak - Portisch, Amster-
dam 1953) 11 ... o6 12 0-0-0 Xd8
1354 §3d6 14 Qe3 BHf8 15 h3 hé
16 fhelt Radulov - Pinter, 1978.

This move has revitalised
White's chances in the Scotch
Four Knights. Most commen-
tators do not even oconsider it
because the Kknight routinely



heads for d4 or f4 via €2 in this
variation. White's plan is to
restrict Black's queenside acti-
vity by fixing the cb- and d5-
pawns, while at the same time
building up his own forces on
the kingside. Note that the
knight on a4 also defends the
vulnerable b2-pawn and null-
ifies ... b8.
1 .. hé ©6)

It is natural for Black to
deflect the pin but other con-
tinuations should also be con-
sidered:

a 1. Qe7 12 Hel Qe6 13 3
Y7 14 WF3 Hfe8 15 He3 &\g4 16
Of4¥4d7 17 He2 5 18 b3 £f6 19
h3 0dé 20 Hael Wc7 21 QgS 47
22 ¥4hS &\f8 23 Od2 Wd7 24 fat
Lautier - I. Sokolov, Correze (5)
1992.

b) 11 ... 0d6 12 ¥4f3 fie8 13 h3
WaS 14 Oxf6 ¥rxad 15 b3 Wf4 16
wixf4 Qxf4 17 9d4 Odé 18 Hfel
Hxel+ 19 Exel Qeb6 20 c4 dxcs 21
Oxcd Qxcd 22 bxed 8 23 Hdl
Hd8 24 Qft Qe7 25 He2 ab 26
Hd3= Adams - Piket, Dort-
mund 1992.

Scotch Four Knights 77

A cautious response. Also
possible are:

a) 12 ... 0d6 13 Hel 0d7 14 3
He8 15 f{xe8+ Qxe8 16 W3 c5 17
Qc2 b8 18 Hel Oxad 19 Qxad
Fixb2 20 WFS g5 21 (xg5 hxgs
22 WxgS+ Sf8 23 g3 Qe7 24
Whé+ g8 25 WgS+= Degraeve
- Lane, Parthenay 1992.

b) 12 ... He8 13 c4 Qeb 14 Hcl
Hb8 15 oxdS QxdS 16 Qcd (d6 17
b3 Qe5 18 OxdS cxdS 19 HcS g5
20 Qg3 ¥4d6 21 W2 Heb 22 HaS
Sed 23 Fxa7 Eyxg3 24 hxg3
0d4 25 HaS Hbe8 26 ¥d3 WeS
27 £Xc5 Hoe7 28 W3 ¥c7 29 bs
Wich 30 b3 tcd 31 Wdl §b6 32
Bxd5 He2 33 Wd3 ¥nb4? 34
ObS 1-0 Lautier - Campos-
Moreno, Manila Ol 1992.

13 QHet Qeb
14 3

A simple but correct move.
The unorthodox knight on the
edge of the board combines
well with the text to cut short
Black's ambitions of pushing

the central pawns.
14 .. He8
15 Qc2 b8
16 Wd4 aS
17 He3d

White calmly increases the
pressure by doubling rooks on
the e-file, intending a future f4

to provoke concessions from
Black.

17 .. Wc7
18 Hael <5
19 Wd3

Although Black has finally
been able to mobilize his
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pawns, this merely allows
Lautier to tighten his grip. Now
Black is foroed to take evasive
action to prevent infiltration by

20 (xf6 (6 21 @h7+.
19 g5
Qd6 67

20 Og

1
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Black resigned in view of 21
. Hxeb 22 Hxe6 fxe6 23 Qxdé6
Wxd6 24 Wigh+ B8 25 Wxfo++-.

Instead of 11 a4, White
can also try the more trad-
itional 11 Wf3 and 11 £&}e2, which
are discussed in the following
game.

Estevez - Rivera

Sagua la Grande 1988

1 ed eS5

2 &3 &\cb
3 d4 exd4
4 4&Hxdd &F6
5 &3 Ob4
6 &xcb bxchb
7 (d3 ds

8 exdS5 cxdS
9 00 0-0
10 Qg5 cb

Less common alternatives

are:

a) 10 ... Qe7 11 Oxf6 Qxf6 and
now:

al) 12¥hS and:

al) 12 ... h6?! 13 ¥xdS ¥xd5
14 H)xdS Oxb2 15 Habl QeS5 16
Hfel 0d6 17 £e7+ and White is
slightly better according to
Keres.

al2) 12 .. g6 13 ¥xdS and
now:

al2h) 13 .. ¥xdS 14 &«xdS
Oxb2 15 Habit Lutikov - Tarve,
Parnu 1971.

al22) 13 ... Qe6! 14 WaS 6 15

WS Wb 16 E\ad WXCS 17 EcS

Qxb2= Hort ~ Short, Dubai Ol
1986.

a2) 12 £yxdS Qxb2 13 Hbl and
now:

a2 13 ... Qa3? 14 W3 o6 15
&4 W7 16 Qxh7+ Gxh7 17
¥xa3t Donner - Dunkelblum,
Munich 1954.

a22) 13 .. Qe5? 14 Qxh7+
Sxh7 15 Wh5+ g8 16 WxeS+-.

a23) 13 ... Qf6! 14 WhS hé6 1S
Qed o6 16 &bd Qeb 17 &xcb
Wc7t.

Instead of 11 (xf6, perhaps
best is 11 ¥f3 which will trans-
pose to the main lines after 11
. cooril.. Qeb.

b) The other option for Black
is to eliminate the c3-knight but
this has the drawback of leav~
ing White with a pair of bish-
ops on an open board, eg. 10 ...
QOxc3 11 bxc3 h6 12 $h4 (12 Qe3
g4 13 OcS He8) 12 ... ¥d6 13
! (133 Qg4 14 g3 Wxg3 15



Qxg3 %-% Hort - Vasyukov,
Moscow 1962) and now:

bD 13 ... dxcd 14 Qxcd $f4 15
QOxfo txfol6 Hbl - Trajk-
ovic - Vasyukov, Belgrade 1961.

b2) 13 ... Qab (13 ... d4 14 W3
14 exdS Oxd3 15 Qxf6 ¥xdS 16
Oxg7 &xg7 17 cxd3+- (the
exposed black king is a handi-
cap).

11 W3 68

A major alternative is 1l £}e2,
which gives Black several
alternatives:

a1l .. Qg4 12 3 0d6 13 ¥c2
hé 14 $hd O0d7 15 Qh7+ GHh8 16
QfS OXES 17 ¥xES B8 18 ¥xc8
Haxc8 19 QOxf6 gxfo 20 &H\d4
Hfe8 21 Hfel HeS 22 ff a5 23
g3 a4 24 f4 Hxel+ 25 Hxel hS 26
&Y5t Christiansen - Gelfand,
Munich 1992.

b) 11 ... h6 12 $h4 and now:

b) 12 ... Qdé6 13 &¥d4 <5 14
&S QeS (14 ... OxfS 15 Qx5
Hb8= Lutz - Yusupov, Munich
1992) 15 c3 He8 16 Hel Qxf5 17
QxfS ¥de 18 Qg3 Oxg3 19 hxg3
Hxel+ 20 Wxel He8 21 t4dl -4
Ljubojevic - Nikolic, Wijk aan
Zee 1988.

b2) 12 ... c5 13 3 Qa5 14 Hel
b8 15 Hbl Qb7 16 &\g3! g5 17
Y5 gxhd 18 Wd2 Qc8 19 Wxh6
OxfS 20 OxfS d4 21 ¥g5+ &h8
22 Wxhd+ Pg7 23 WgS+ Sh8 24
Hed! 1-0 Afek - Jacobs, South-
ampton 1986.

1 .. De?

The bishop normally retreats
at this stage to lend support to
the c- and d-pawns. An inde-
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pendent lineis 11 ... h6!’? 12 Oxfé
W6 13 Enf6 gxf6 14 £e2 (d6
and now:

a) 15 £\d4 5 16 £S5 e 17
f4 Qxb2 18 Habl ab 19 &7 Hb8
20 {d5 Qeb 21 c4 QOxF5 22
cxdS HbS= Parsonage - Harks,
Adelaide 1986/87.

b) 15&\g3 Qe5 16 c3 Hb8 17 f4
Oc7 18 b3 He8 19 Hael Bxel 20
Fixel @8 21 H\h5 (d8 22 HF2

a5= Sveshnikov - Yusadin,
USSR 1986.
12 h3 69
This is slightly unusual;

previously 12 Hael was more
often seen:

a 12 ... h6!? 13 Oxh6 gxho6 14
we3 and now:

al) 14 ... 9d6? 15 ¥xh6 (d7 16
f4 Qc5+ 17 Hhl He8 18 Hxe8+
QOxe8 19 Hf3 &\gd 20 Hg3 fo 21
Bxgd+ 7 22 Hg7+ Beb 23 £5+
&e5 24 g3 1-0 van Houtte - El
Haddahoui, Brussels 1988.

a2) 14 ... Qeb 15 ¥xh6 Od6 16
g5+ &h8 17 f4 He8 18 Hf3
&\g8 19 ¥h5+ g7 20 Hg3+ Hf8
21 Hxg8+ BHxg8 22 Wh7+ f8 23
Who+ Hg8 24 Qh7+ &h8 25
QOFf5+ Be8 26 Wh7+ Hf8 27 h8+
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Ge7 28 IHxe6+ Rublevsky -
Novik, Sochi 1990.

a3) 14 ... He8 15 ¥xh6 c7 16
He3 Qg4 17 h3 d4 18 Hg3 ¥e5 19
f4+- Miyasaka - Tarazi, Siegen
0Ol 1970.

ad) 14 ... d4! 15 ¥xh6 Wd6 16
Wg5+ (16 £4? £¥ed) 16 ... Hh8 17
Hxe7 Wxe7 18 £ed?! (18 Who+=)
18 ... £)g8! (the correct defence,
suggested by Euwe) 19 ¥hS+
De7 20 &fo! (20 £4? £5! 21 Bf3
&Hh6 22 th3 Hgd-+) 20 ... Hxf6
21 Whd+ Beb 22 Helr &Hd7 23
Hxe7+ &\xe7 24 Wyxdd+=.

b) 12 ... He8 13 £e2 &\g4? (13
.. h6!D) 14 OF4 06 15 &3 §d7
16 h3 &e5 17 Qxe5 (xe5 18
QOxh7++- Condie - Thomas,
Oakham 1986.

0 12 ... Qeb 13 £e2 5 14 Of5
Wd7 15 Qxeb fxe6 16 &4 &ed=
Bikov - Lilienthal, USSR 1962.

d) 12 .. ¥b8 13 &l (13 b3
0Ob4) 13 ... He8 14 h3 h6 15 Qh4
Qe6 16 b3 Hod= Singer - Sam-
isch, Rogaska Slatina 1929.
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12 .. Q_e6!?
A more cautious continu-
ation is 12 ... He8 13 Hfel Je6 14
&2t Radulov - M. Kovacs,

Decin 1976.
13 &He2
White continues in accepted
fashion by preparing §Yd4 and
Hfel to undermine the bishop
on eb.
3 .. &Hd7
14 (Oxe7 Wxe7
Black tries to ease the ten-
sion with an exchange of
pieces.
15 @Hfel
Another option is 15 &4
Hab8 16 Hfel ¥f6 17 b3 Hb4 18
&yxe6 fxeb 19 We3 e5 20 ¥xa7
Bf7 21 £3 Hf4 22 ¥e3 WegS 23
&h2 ¥hS 24 e2 ho 25 Hft
Wdoe 26 ®hl with an unclear
position, Popov - Orlov, Lenin-

grad 1991
15 .. &S
16 4d4e  ¥dé
17 QfS!

White snatches the chance
to increase the pressure on eb6.
If the bishop is taken then a
knight on f5 will be more
useful in an attack focused on

7 .. g6 (70




At a stroke Black's game
collapses. The threat to the
bishop on f5 is ignored in fav-
our of a counterstroke against
the black knight.

18 ... &HHed

This is the best chance for
Black; White can look forward
to a straightforward victory
after 18 ... Oxf5 (18 ... gxf5 19
bxc5 ¥xcS 20 g3+ Fh8 21
WeS+ D8 22 He3+-) 19 HXFS
gxf5 20 bxc5 ¥xc5 21 g3+
Dh8 22 We5+ f6 (22 ... Hg8 23
He3+-) 23 WFS intending 24
Heb and 25 Hael+-.

19 QOxe4
20 Wf6

The most accurate continu-
ation, prohibiting any chance of
counterplay as in the variation
20 ¥xed QdS!, when Black's
oontrol of the aB8-hi diagonal
offers some compensation for
the pawn.

20 ... wWdsS
21 c4! wd7

This is abject retreat but if 21
-« Bxcd? 22 Hecl ¥d3 23 &yxob
Hfe8 24 &7+ HF8 25 Hc7 and

mate on h8 is inevitable.

dxe4

22 Hxed Rac8
23 Hael aS
24 a3 axb4
25 axb4 Hb8

Black puts up ‘a stubborn
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resistance despite the pawn
deficit and the dominating
central presence of the white

pieces.
26 bS cxbS
27 cxbS Wd8
28 Hxeb! fxeb
29 Wxe6+ &Hh8
30 4)\eb Wbb6
31 WeS+

It is also perfectly accept-
able to enter an ending a clear
two pawns up since 31 b8!
Wxf2+ 32 Ghl Hxb8 33 deS+
wins.

a1 .. De8
32 He7+ Hf7
33 4\dS wds
34 &7 Hb6
35 &Heb wfe
36 Wxf6+ 1-0
Conclusion

Recent evidence suggests that
the Scotch Four Knights is
more than a drawing weapon; it
can also be used as a good
practical means of forcing
Black to play accurate posi-
tional moves in order to achieve
roughly equal chances. In par-
ticular, the new ideas of Salov's
and Lautier's prove that even at
the highest level White can win
with the Scotch Four Knights.



8 Mieses Variation: 8 ... £\b6

Although the Scotch Four
Knights is clearly nothing like
as innocuous as its reputation,
modern grandmaster practice
has in fact concentrated on an
alternative variation for White,
S &b bxcb 6 €5 This was
successfully introduced to
top-level practice by Mieses,
who played it at the 1895
Hastings  tournament and
elsewhere, although Botterill
and Harding doubt whether it
was actually his ‘invention'.
With 6 e5 White aims to
establish a space advantage and
rapid mobilization of his pieces.
Black's problem piece is his
queen's bishop, which is often
blocked out of the game on ab
by a white pawn on c4. It is
difficult for Black to organize
the freeing move .. dS, so
usually his counterchances rest
on the vulnerability of the
advanced white e-pawn. If this
pawn is supported by f4 this
leaves numerous holes behind
the extended pawn which Black
may well be able to exploit.
The main line of the Mieses
Variation runs 6 ... t¥e7 7 te2
&YdS 8 c4 when Black has a

choice between two main con-
tinuations, 8 ... §Yb6 and 8 ..
Qab6. In this chapter we shall
discuss the former of these
which appears to offer White
good chances of an advantage,
as evidenced by two wins by
the World Champion.

Kasparov - Karpov
World Championship
Lyon (16) 1990

ed eS
N3 &b
d4 exd4

This
move of the Mieses Variation.
6 .. We?7

characteristic



7 YWe2 &\ds
8 c4 {\bb
9 ¢d2  Web

Black's alternatives at this
juncture are analysed in the
illustrative game Shirov - Ag-
destein.

F
i, W

to establish a bishop on b4 and
reserving the right to under-
mine White's queenside with ...
a4. However, in itself this move
does nothing to assist Black's
retarded piece development.
The alternatives, 10 ... {b4 and
0 ... Qe7, are analysed in the
illustrative game Kasparov -
Piket.
n gb2 b4

This is rather slow: a more
consistent approach is 1 ... a4
although White still has the
better game. Play might con-
tinue 12 We3 Ob4 13 Qd3 and
now:

a) 13 axb3 14 axb3 Hxal+ 15
QOxal 0-0 16 0-0 and White's
space advantage can be ocon-
solidated after £\f3.

b) 13 ... d6 14 0-0-0 dxeS5 15
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¥xeS when the ending is good
for White.

c 13 .. d5 14 0-0 (with the
idea of £X3) 14 ... Qxd2 15 ¥xd2
dxc4 16 bxcd &xcd 17 Qxcd
¥xcd 18 Qa3 when the black
king is stuck in the middle of
the board.

12 a3 Oxd2+
13 wWxd2 ds5?!

Black's original intention was
to relieve the pressure im-
mediately by trading off one of
White's bishops. However, in
that case White is able to
undertake a dangerous attack:
13 ... a4 14 5 £Xd5 15 b4 Qab (1S
. £5 16 Qcd! Qab 17 §a2f; 15 ..
0-01?) 16 QOxab Hxa6 17 0-0
intending f4. However, the
game continuation is unsatis-
factory for Black; he should
have tried 13 ... 0-0!? 14 0-0-0
when the position would still

be double-edged.
14 cxdS cxdS
15 HEci 0-0

Black takes the best prac-
tical course, hoping to exploit
White's undeveloped kingside in
return for a pawn. The alterna-
tives were no better:

a 15 ... o6 16 §d3 Qb7 (16 ...
0-0 17 Wc2) 17 0-0 when the
prospect of f4 presents grave
difficulties for Black.

b) 15 ... a4? 16 Hxc7 axb3 17
QbS5+ 0d7 18 Wba+-.

0) 15 ... Ha7 16 adt.

16 Hxc7 g6
A more provocative try was
6 .. d4?!, but Kasparov casts
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doubt on this idea in his
analysis: 17 ¥xd4 ¥xb3 18 (e2
Qab (18 ... Qeb 19 Qdit) 19 e6! fo
20 g4 g6 21 ¥h4 hS 22 Oxfe+-.
White's rook on the seventh is
too powerful an influence for
Black to ignore.

17 f3 QfS 73
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18 g4!

A bold way to contest
Black's command of the bi-h7
diagonal, which would other-
wise enable Black to infiltrate
with ... Hc2 after an exchange
of rooks on c8. Although the
advance on the kingside weak-
ens the pawn structure, White
must break up the co-ordina-
tion of Black's pieces. Of

course not 18 ... {Oxg4? 19 Hgl
Wi+ 20 Hcl+-.

18 .. Obl

19 (bs Hac8

20 HAOxc8 Hxc8

21 0-0 hS

22 h3aN

The opening phase has been
successful for White and he
now enjoys a clear advantage,
based on his extra pawn, two
active bishops and the probab-

ility of creating a passed pawn
on the queenside. The test is a
calm approach with the long-
term plan of concentrating his
pieces on a kingside attack.
However, Kasparov himself
pointed out a quicker way of
ending the game: 22 ¥d4! hxg4
23 ¥xgd Qf5 (23 ... Wxgd+ 24
fxgd Qed 25 Hcl+-) 24 ¥xgb
fxgb 25 Hcl with a clear advan-
tage.

22 .. hxg4

23 hxg4 Qc2

Black cannot make any

impression even with an inva-
sion of the second rank: 23 ..
Hc2?! 24 ¥d4 Whé 25 Hf2 Wh3
(25 ... ¥¥hd 26 Bg2+-) 26 QOft!

Weld+ 27 Og2+-.
24 wd4 Web
Out of the question is 24 ..
Oxb3? 25 ebl+-.
25 QHf2 Hc7

The pawn is poisoned: 25 ..
Oxb3? 26 Qd3 g6 27 ¥4 &4
27 ... Qc4 28 HEh2 Oxd3 29
®ho+-) 28 Qd4 intending Fh2+.

26 Rh2 &d7!
27 b4

At last White mobilizes his
extra pawn but Black is well
placed to block it. Another
enterprising idea is 27 a4!?
leaving a3 free for the bishop
and supporting the other
bishop on bS5. For example: 27
.. &8 (27 ... Qxb3? 28 ¥d3+-;

7 ... ¥b6? 28 Oxd7 Wxd4+ 29
Oxd4 Hxd7 30 Bxc2+-) 28 Qa3
Qxb3 (28 ... &gb6 29 Qd6 Hc8
30 Qab Hobd 3t Wa7+-) 29 Oxf8



Flct+ 30 $g2 B2+ 31 $g3 Hxh2
32 Oxg7+-.

27 .. axb4

28 axbd &)f8

29 QOf1n

In a period of mutual time-
trouble White plays a slight
inaccuracy. The f-pawn oould
have been advanced after 29

Qe2,

29 .. Qb3
30 §d3  Ocs
31 Ofs  We7
32 Wd2  Hco!

This clever defensive ploy
cuts out White's ambitions of a
mate on the h-file. An im-
mediate attempt to make use
of the open a-file would be a
mistake: 32 ... Ha7? 33 Eh3 Ha2
34 Wh2 Wa7+ 35 ghl Hal+ 36
Oxal Wxal+ 37 Wgi+-.

33 (ds4

‘Now that Black's rook can
switch to h6 the plan of doub-
ling on the h-file is ineffective
as Black can oounter-attack
with his queen: 33 Eh3?! Wa7+
34 Y2 ¥a2 35 Od4 Wa3 which
is unclear according to Kaspa-
rov.

33 .. Hab

34 (bl Ha3

35 Hh3 Hb3

36 (c2 Wxb4
Black has little choice but to

give up the exchange since if
the rook captures on b4 Black
suffers a complete disaster: 36
... Bxb4? 37 $h2 {\g6 38 IZh8+!
&wh8 39 ¥h7+ &f8 40 ¥yxh3

mate.
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37 Wf2 &\gb
38 e6?

A more sober choice was the
simple 38 (xb3 ¥xb3 39 We3
preventing Black's counterplay
after the text:

38 ... Hbi+

39 (Oxbl Wxbi+

_40 &dh2 fxe6 (74)
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41 Wb2!
Kasparov forces a queen
swap due to the threat against
g7. The technical part of the

game is very difficult for White
as he is unable to create a
passed pawn.
4 .. Wxb2+
42 (xb2 &4
43 1h4 &Hd3
44 (c3 e5
This is necessary since White

would otherwise have greater
freedom of movement after

&3 and f4.
45 g3 dd4
46 (d2 0ds
47 HhS Of7
48 Q0a5  deb
49 Hh8

It is less accurate to attack
the e5-pawn: 49 (c7? &f6 50
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£S5+ ebd 51 Hf8 Bd7 and White
has made no progress. The
rest of the game shows White
accumulating small advantages
by restricting the mobility of
the black pieces. It concluded
as follows: 49 ... £\b2 50 He8+

&d6 51 Jbd+ Hob 52 HcB+ Hd7

(52 ... b5 53 Q§d6+-) 53 Hc5
Deb 54 Hc7 gb 55 He7+ Hf6 56
Bd7 Qa2 57 Ha7 Qcd 58 (aS
0d3 59 f4 exfd+ (39 ... ed? 60
Obb+-) 60 Exfe Oc2 61 Pab+
D7 62 Be5 \d3+ 63 Bxdd Y2
64 g5 OF5 65 Od2 Be7 66 &S
et 67 Ha7+ Be8 68 (Ye3 L3+
69 HeS Hd8 70 Qbb+ He8 71
Bc7 &ed 72 Qe3 £g3 73 Qf4
b5 74 Ha7 BF8 75 Oh2 H\g7 76
Ol &\h5 77 S5+ B8 78 Hdb
BFs! 79 9d4 Bed 80 Be5 (f5 81
¥h7 $e8 82 Hc7 8 83 Bch
Be8 84 He7 B8 85 (Hd6 Bes
86 Ple8+ Qf7 87 He7+ g8 88
(e5 GFS 89 Ha7 Ggd 90 Hd6
Oh3 91 Ma3 Qg4 92 Ee3 OF5 93
Bc7 Bf7 94 Hd8 (et 95 (b2
Qeb 96 Oc3 OF5 97 He7+ Bf8 98
Qe5 0d3 99 Ha7 Qed4 100 Hc7
(b1 101 §d6+ Be8 102 Be7 1-0,

In the next game, Kasparov
faced 10 .. Qb4. The ensuing
ending is a good example of
how to exploit the doubled
c-pawns.

Kasparov - Piket
Dortmund 1992

1 e4 eS
2 O3 &\cb

d4 exd4
Hxdd  HF6

Hxcb  bxcb
eS We?7

We2 &HdS

c4 &{Hbb

&Hyd2

White's other moves are not
dangerous for Black:

a) 94X3 and:

al) 9 ... ¢¥e6!? and:

all) 10 b3 Ob4 11 Qb2 0-0 12
0-0-0 He8 13 Wic2 WxeS 14 £dS
(14 0d3!1?) Qa3! 15 Qxa3 cxdS 16
c5 Wal+ 17 Hd2 Wd4+ 18 Sl
Wal+ %% Botterill - Corden,
Birmingham 1975.

al2) 10 ted Qb4 (10 ... Qab!?
11 b3 §b4 12 §d2 Qxc3 13 Oxc3
d5 14 ¥h4 dxcd 15 Qe2 0-0 16
0-04Yd5 17 Oxcd QOxcd 18 ¥xcd
with an edge) 11 §d2 0-0 12 §d3
f5 13 exf6 Hxf6 14 0-0-0 dxed
15 &Hxed QOxd2+ 16 HExd2t Ol -
Rozhdestvensky, Parnu 1982,

a2) 9 .. Qab 10 b3 000 11
(b2 g6 12 0-0-0 g7 13 f4 Fhe8
14 W2 Qb7 15 cSE A. Osborne -
Wilcox, Paignton 1987.

b) After 9 b3 g6 (9 ... a5! is
met by 10 Qa3 rather than 10 a4
Wb+ 11 £\d2 We3 12 Hbl §b4d)
White has played:

bi) 10 §b2 Qg7 11 £¥d2 0-0 12
0-0-0 dS with an unclear posi-
tion, Zhuravlev - Christiansen,
Corr 1983.

b2) 10 a4 a5 11 Qa3 c5 12 £X3
0Og7 13 £4 £6? 14 OxcS!+ WixcS
15 exfo+ BF7 16 fxg7 Sxg? 17
0-0-0 Qb7 18 WeS5+ Wxe5 19
fxeS5 Had8 20 £H\bS Hhe8 21 §d3

VONONN W



BxeS 22 ¥hel Hde8 23 fixe5
Hxe5 24 g3 c5 25 @d2 -1 van
der Wiel - Piket, Dutch Ch 1992.

o) 9 Ofa? ¥bd+ 10 &di (10
43 Qab; 10 Wd2 &yed wins a
pawn) 10 ... Qa6 11 b3 0-0-0 and
White is in great difficulties,
Jouser - Kiprov, Corr 1983.

9 .. Web

Qb4 (75

% HOUR

This modern method is
regarded as the most positive
for Black. However, the older
system 10 .. Qe7 11 Qb2 0-0
preparing ... dS is also sound:

a) 12 ¥e4 dS 13 exd6 cxd6 14
0d3 d5 (better is 14 ... a5! 15 0-0
Wixed 16 Qxed dS 17 cxdS cxdS
18 0d3 a4 with equal chances
according to Gligoric) 15 cxdS
cxdS 16 Bxe6 fxeb 17 0-0 -tk
Bednarsky - Gligoric, Havana
1967.

b) 12 ¥e3!? d5 13 Qd3 (13
0e2!? Obd 14 Oc31?) 13 ... Ob4 14
0-0t Oxd2 15 ¥xd2 dxc4 16 §c2
Qab 17 Bfdl cxb3 18 axb3 with
an unclear position according
to Hjartarson, Steingrimsson -
Sigfusson, Icelandic Ch 1991,

©) 12 0-0-0 d5! 13 exd6 cxd6
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14 ¢4F3 (14 xe6 Qxeb 15 (d3=)
14 ... d5 15 §d3 Wh6 16 bl OS5
17 (5c3 Hb8 18 Hal £5 19 Hhel
OF6 20 Oc2 f4 21 (e5 (xeS+ 22
HxeS W6 23 ¥hS h6 24 &bl
Qg4!-+ Thorhallsson - Hjartar-
son, Icelandic Ch 1991.
11 gb2 0-0
12 0-0-0

White must concentrate on
rapid development before he
undertakes anything himself.
Black met the sluggish 12 a3?!
in an energetic manner in Nij-
boer - Winants, Wijk aan Zee
1992: 12 ... Qxd2+ 13 ¥xd2 f6! 14
c5&Yd5 15 0-0-0 fxe5 16 Qc4 d6
17 g3 Hf3 18 cxd6 cxd6 19 ¥aS
0b7 20 Hd2 &h8 21 &bl ab 22
Hcl Haf8 23 Bal h6 24 h4 Wgo
25 h5 ¥f6 26 OxdS cxdS 27 ¥bb6
Qa8 28 Hc7 d4 29 Bd7 ¥gS5 30
Oct Bxf2! 31 xd6 Hft 32 Ba2

Hc8 33 Hdl Hxdi 0-1.
12 .. ds
13 exdé6e ¥xdé6
14 &HNf3

White does not allow ... Qf5
after which his king would

begin to look vulnerable.
14 .. wWho+
15 We3 Wxe3+
16 fxe3 He8 (76)

A dynamic endgame (or
middlegame without queenst)
has arisen. The e-pawn is an
obvious target and ... a5-a4 to
open the a-file would also be
desirable for Black. However,
White has the long-term plan
of attacking the weak c-pawns,
and in the meantime can use
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his space advantage to restrict
the opponent’s pieces.
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17 ed! &d7
The weakness of the back
rank makes the pawn taboo.
18 €5 -ad
19 Qd3 &S
20 Qc2 a4
21 4Hd4
In the space of five moves
Kasparov has secured a power-
ful initiative. The e-pawn has
been transformed from a
potential weakness to a
strength and pressure is al-
ready being applied to the
c-pawns.

22 axb3 Hab
23 h3

A sly move to prevent the
manoeuvre ... Qg4-hS-g6 which
would allow Black to exchange
his most ineffectual piece.
However, Piket prefers 21 Xhfl

Oed 2 ¥3¢t.
23 .. £)eb
24 Hhfl  &xd4
25 Rxd4 g6

Black is understandably
frustrated by the problems

associated with his back rank
and aims to rectify the situa—
tion. However, the pair of
bishops on b2 and <2 ensure
that the black king does not
find a safe haven.

QOeb

26 Qe4d
27 &c2 _Qe? (77)
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28 [Hal
A systematic campaign is
being waged against the
doubled c-pawns. Now that
their main defender is taken
away, the other rook is obliged
to take up a passive role since

... c5 would not alleviate Black's
problems.

28 ... Bxal

29 Oxal Ha8

30 (b2 Ha2

31 <S5

A far-sighted idea to firmly
blockade the black c-pawns,
since 31 .. Qxc5 would allow
White to create a passed a-
pawn after 32 Ha4, eg. 32 ..
Hxad 33 bxad Qd5 34 Qf3 Qb6
35 9c3 OxF3 36 gxf3 5 37 a5
Qa7 38 &d3 followed by 39 &4
and {d2?-e3, winning for White.

31 .. BasS



32 b4 Hab

33 Oc3 f6

34 Ad1 fxe5

35 Hal Hxal

36 QOxal (f6

Not very enticing is 36 ... §d7

37 gxe5 3d8 38 &b3 intending
a decisive invasion via a4-aS-
ab~b7. However, in time-

trouble, Black fails to spot a
chance to equalize: 36 ... JfS! 37

OXES gxfS 38 QxeS §d8=.
37 (xcb  QOf5+
38 &b3 D7
39 bs De?
40 &Hcsd Qeb+
1-0

Black lost on time, but after
41 (dS his position would be
hopeless in any case.

In the Mieses Variation there
is still great scope for innova-
tion. In the following game
White meets 9 ... a5!? (instead
of 9 ... ¥e6) by the remarkable
10 h4.

Shirov - Agdestein

Oslo 1992
1 e4 eS
2 &3 &£¥cb
3 d4 exd4
4 OHxd4 66
§ &yxcb6 bxcb
6 eS We7
7 e2 &Yds
8 c4
Even at this early stage

White can try 8 h4!? although
this looks premature after 8 ...
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fo!:
a 8 .. d6 9 c4 £\b6 10 exd6
cxd6 (van der Wiel - van der

. Sterren, Budel 1987) i1 Qe3t.

b) 8 .. a5 9 c4 &6 10 43
Web 11 0d2 a4 12 Wed Qab 13 b3
dS 14 exd6 cxdé6 15 Je3= van
der Wiel - Wedberg, Stock-
holm 1987,

c 8 .. f6!9 ca Qab 10 Hh3
fxeS 11 Ha3 &\b4 12 &3 Wixh4 13
g3 Wd4 14 Hxab {yab 15 Of4
(van der Wiel - Timman, Neth-
erlands 1987) 15 ... 4c5!F.

8 .. Hbb
9 a5

Black immediately advances
his a-pawn to meet White's
intended 10 b3 with ... a4, dis-
rupting his pawn structure,
Also worthy of consideration is
the fianchetto: 9 ... Qb7 10 b3
0-0-0 11 b2 c5 (11 ... ¥eb 12
0-0-0 Qe7 13 f4 Hhe8 14 &3t
Padevski - Holmov, Dresden
1956) 12 0-0-0 d6 13 exd6 Wxd6
14 Wgd+?! (14 g31? Oxhi 15 Qh3+
&b8 16 Xxhl and White is
slightly better according to
Keene) 14 ... 3b8 15 Qe2 h5 16
WIS Who! 17 Of3 Oc8 18 Wed?
(18 ¥eS5!? or 18 ¥c2) 18 ... f5 19
Be3 g5! 20 teS (20 QOxh8 ¥rxh8
when the dark squares around
the white king are too vulner-
able) 20 ... §d6 21 ¥f6 g4 22
De2 (22 ¥xh6 Hxh6 23 Qe2 Of4
and Black is better) 22 ... ¥f4
23 £3 Hhe8 24 §d3 ¥e3 25 Qc2
Qf4 26 Wc3 W2 27 g3 QeS 28
ixe5 HxeS 29 (xeS gxf3 30
Bhf1¥e2 31 3f4 0-1 Chandler -
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Adams, Hastings 1991/92,
10 h4? (78

The idea behind White's
unconventional moves is to
build up a pawn chain with f4
and g3 without having to to
worry about the counter-blow
.. g5 White reasons that
Black's cramped situation will
prevent him from being able to
undermine the pawns. How-
ever, White can also try 10 ¥ed
(10 g3 Qab 11 Qg2 0-0-0 12 b3 f6
13 Qb2 fxe5 14 0-0! is unclear
according to Shirov) 10 ... g6 il
0d3 &Had 12 Hb3! (12 0-0?! X5
13 We2 Qg7 14 &3 &eb 1S hd
0-0 16 hS d6 17 hxg6t hxg6 18
exd6 ¥xd6 19 Hdl &HF4 20 Oxf4
Wxfe 21 ded Wxed 22 Qxed
Eb8= Lau - Emms, Copen-
hagen 1992) 12 ... §g7 13 0-0 0-0
14 Het Qb7 15 Hbl £S5 16 exfé
exf6 17 Qe3 HaeB 18 ¥g4 5 19
&wxaS (a8 20 He2 dé 21 h4 and
Black had ingyfficiept compen-
sation for the pawn: lLau -

Emms, Copenhagen rapid play
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10 ... ad!
The normal support of c4 by

b3 is now ruled out.
n g3 HaS5!

A novel way to activate the
rook, adding pressure against
e5. Normally, this rook is
largely redundant on a8, so this
is an interesting venture.

12 f4 Qab
13 Ih2!

As Black has given up the
right to castle queenside, White
is confident that the rook move
will not place the white king in
any danger, since Black cannot
afford to open up the kingside
whilst his own monarch is in
the centre. Of course, White
can always castle queenside
later if necessary.

An incautious move, played
is the mistaken belief that
Black can force the dismantling
of White's pawn structure.
Agdestein himself suggests 13
... ©d8! intending 14 ... f6 as an
improvement: 14 @d1 f6 15 exf6
Wxe2+ (15 ... txf6 16 S\ed We7 17
Wc2 with an unclear position;
or 15 ... gxf6 16 ¥d3 Wb4 17 a3
Wd6 18 Wc3 Hc5 19 B2 WebT)



16 Hxe2 gxf6 17 He3 Q5 18 Ef3
with chances for both sides.

14 exf6  gxfé6

15 b4!

The latent power of the rook
on h2 will be revealed after the
queen exchange but in the
meantime White tries to trap
the loose rook on a5.

15 .. axb3

The ending is rather bleak
after ... XhS since White con-
trols all the key squares and
Black's pawn structure is very
weak.

16 4Hxb3  Had
17 4&)eS Wxe2+

A whole piece is lost after 17
... Ha5 18 &xab Fxab 19 c5, with
the threat of 20 Wxe7+ releas-
ing the bishop to take on ab.

18 Hxe2+ &Bf7
19 4xad &S\xad
20 Hc2 .

White is the exchange up
and should be able to convert it
to victory. The pawn on c4 is a
slight handicap, but as soon as
one of the rooks infiltrates
Black's situation will become
desperate. Shirov is now pre-
pared to meet 20 ... Hg8 by 21
D2 &5 22 E3 5 23 §d2 &ed
24 Qel, when Black's counter-
play has dissolved.

20 .. 8¢S
21 bl He8+
22 Qe2 b6
23 &di Re4d
24 (d3 nd4
25 e2 (80)
The only way to continue the
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struggle is to capture the
c-pawn; otherwise White will
continue with 26 (b3 and
quickly consolidate his material
advantage. However, Shirov
suggests that the other capture
would have been better: 25 ...
Oxc4! 26 Qxcd+ HHxcd 27 Hb8
when White still has some
technical difficulties to over-

%;%g%,
7
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Z

White should be able to win
after 28 ... £xc2!? due to the
passed a-pawn: 29 &xc2 hS 30
fS Qe2 31 a4 Qg4 32 a5 QOxf5+ 33
3 Qed 34 Hb7! Of2 35 ab 5
36 Hxc7 Beb 37 a7 and White
has a won position according
to Tisdall.

29 QOxe3 (xed
30 &bs  He?
31 Bxc6 (Qe2
32 Axc7+ &dé6
33 HAc3 0d2
34 Ad8+ 1-0

An inventive game by both
players.
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Conclusion tical results have been in

White's favour and it would
It is clearly too early to make a appear that Black has more
definite assessment of the 8 ... problems to solve in this line
&Yob variation. However, prac- than White.



9 Mieses Variation:

Although 8 ... &6 has been
seen in many recent grand-
master games, it is still not as
popular as 8 ... Jab, pinning the
white c-pawn and preparing to
castle queenside. Of oourse,
this move has the drawback
that Black can no longer create
early counterplay with ... a5-a4,
but it does mean that Black can
oonsider placing his dS-knight
on another square. Although 9
é¥d2 has been the traditional
response to 8 ... §ab, Kasparov
has recently popularized 9 b3,
which was seen to devastating
effect in his crushing victory
over Anatoly Karpov at Tilburg

in 1991. WANTSH L
Tilburg 1991

— o
st e

1 et eS

2 o3  4Xb
3 44 exd4
4 &OHyxdd 4HF6
5 &wcé bxch
6 e5 We?7
7 We2 &dS
8 ct Qab
9 b3 @B

This is the move that has

8..3a69 b3

17
aar
(X )
AERE

...... P 7.

revitalized the Mieses Variation
in recent times, largely due to
Gary Kasparov's influence.

9 .. g6

Karpov chooses to steer
clear of 9 .. 0-0-0, which is
examined in the next illustra-
tive game, and 9 ... Wh4, which
is featured in Sax - van der
Wiel. If White responds rou-
tinely to Black's fianchetto he
can easily find himself in
difficulties, eg. 10 Qb2 (g7 11
éd2 (11 g312) 11 ... b4 (here we
see the black knight taking up
a more active out post than b6)
12 £¥3 ¢5 13 g3 0-0 14 (g2 and
now:

a) 14 ... Mae8 15 0-0 d6 16 &)l
Wd7 17 Wd2 QxeS 18 Oxe5 HxeS
19 a3 &Yob 20 £)d3 He7 2 &4
(Hjartarson - Portisch, Reyk-
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javik 1999 21 ... Qb7 22 b4 £¥d4
23 Qxb7 coF.

b) 14 .. d5 15 0-0 dxcd 16
bxc4 Had8 17 Hfdl ¥e6 18 Qf1
0Ob7 19 &\g5 WFS 20 f4 (20 hat?)
20 ... h6 21 &3 g5F Sveshnikov
- Kharitonov, St. Petersburg
1991,

10 f4

Kasparov is well prepared

and immediately reveals his

novelty. This supports the
eS-pawn and can itself be
supported by g3.

10 .. fé6

An instant attempt to un-
dermine the advanced pawn. In
a later game Karpov chose a
more sedate path: 10 ... Wbd+ 11
Qd2 Wt 12 £x3 QbA 13 W3,
&3 14 Oxc3 Qb7 15 0-0-0 5.
16 We3 Qxc3 17 %xc3 0-0-0 18

h4 ghes 19 ¥h

nxds 23 Pxd8+ Hxd8 24 &d2.
-4 Gelfand - Karpov, Linares

1992,
11 Qa3! wf7!

The alternatives leave Black
in an awkward situation.

a) 11 ... c5!? and now:

al) 12 Qb2 &ydf4 (12 ... Qg7
13 ted+-.

a2) 12 g3 fxe5 13 Qg2 and
now:

a2l 13 ... o6 14 fxe5 Qg7 15
Qb2 0-0 16 £\d2 intending &3,
when Kasparov considers the
position to be slightly better
for White.

a22) 13 ... ed 14 Qb2 (14 ¥xed
xed+ 15 Oxed Qg7 with an

unclear position) 14 .. Qg7 15
Oxg7 Yxg7 16 Yxed+ B8 17
WxdS He8+ 18 D2 txal-+.

b) 11 ... 5\b4 12 Qb2 fxe5 13 a3
&5 14 ¥rxe5 £XF6 15 Qe2 (g7 16
&Yd2 d6 17 Wxe7+ Hxe7 18 Of3%.

12 ¥d2

In his analysis of the game
(upon which these notes are
based), Kasparov demonstrates
that forcing Black to forfeit the
right to castle is not good
enough for an advantage: 12
exfo+ d8 13 Wd2 Wxf6 14 Qb2
Web+ 15 Qe2 Qb4 16 £)3 He8 17
0-0-0 Qxc3 18 Qxc3 Wxe2 (18 ...
&c3 19 Bxc3 Wxe2 20 Hhel
g4 21 Wf6++-) 19 cxdS5=.

12 .. é\bb

The forcing 12 .. Qxa3 13
oxdS Oxf1 14 &xa3 Qab (14 ..
e 15 £)2) favours White:

a) 15 dxcH dxcb 16 0-0-0%.

b) 15 ¥aS! and:

bl) 15 ... ¥xdS 16 Wxab Wed+
17 Sdl Wda+ 18 B2 W2+ 19
Dc3+-.

b2) 15 ... §b7 16 ¥xc7 WxdS 17
Wxb7 Wed+ 18 d1 Wd4+ 19 B2
W2+ (19 ... Wed+ 20 Gb2 Wd4a+
21 &b 20 B3 Weld+ 21 b2
Wd4+ 22 Fbl and White is
winning according to Speelman.

13 <5 Oxf1
14 cxb6 axb6? (82

Even at this early stage
Black has to play extremely
accurately to survive. Karpov
was obviously relying on the
variation 15 Qxf8 Qxg2! 16 ¥xg2
B8 17 £\c3 fxeS 18 fxeS ¥f4

with an unclear position. How-
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ever, he had two alternatives,
one good and one bad:

a 14 ... Qab! 15 bxc7 fxeS! 16
WaS WxfA! 17 Wixab Whd+ 18 Gdl
(18 g3 Wed+ 19 BF2? Oxa3F) 18
o Wd4+ 19 B2 (19 12 (xa3 20
c8@)+ HExc8 21 ¥xc8+ He7 22
Wixh8 Wixal+ 23 he2 ¥ixhi 24
WixeS+ BF7 25 Wf4+ which is
equal according to Kasparov) 19

Wed+ and now:

Vab 20 &3 wdar 21 1 e
Wed+—.

N a2) 20 Bb2 Wxg2+F.

v a3) 20l and:

a3) 20 .. (h6+? We3+ 2
4Yd2 and now:

V a3t) 21 .. Oxd2+ 22 ®Hxd2
Wi+ 23 Bel Wha+ (23 ... Ye3+
24 te2 W3+ 25 Hf2) 24 g3
Wed+ 25BHd2+-.

N a312) 21 ... ¢d4 22 Sbl! xd2
23 8+ (23 Hf1 Ofd 23 ..
BHxc8 24 ¥xc8+ Bf7 25 abd
Wed+ 26 Tb2 Wd4+ 27 B2 B3+
28 Zbi+-.

al2) 20 .. Weds 21 &7
Oxal3+ 22 ¥xa3 Wc3+-+.

ad) 20 Bd3 BxgZ+ 2 2YiZ
Oxa3 22 Hhel 0-0 23 Wxd7 (23
HxeS d6) 23 ... Wd5 24 WxdS+

Mieses Variation: 8 ... Ja6 9 b3 95

(24 ¥g4 Qd6) 24 .. oxdS 25
Hxe5 Hac8 26 HxdS Hxc7+ 27
&4 Ob4 and Black is slightly
better according to Speelman.

b) 14 ... Oxa3? 1S b7 Xb8 16
Eya3 ab 17 0-0-0! Jxb7! (17 ...
Bxb7? 18 e6) 18 Hhel 0-0 19
¥xd7 and Kasparov considers
the position to be clearly better
for White.

15 e6!

A powerful intermezzo
which places the black position
on the brink of collapse. Ob-
viously after 15 ... txe6+ 16 Gxfl
QOxa3 17 {yxa3 Hxa3 18 Hel the
black queen leaves the board.

15 .. dxeb6
16 Oxf8 Hd8
17 b2 Oxg2

Black could also retain the
bishop in order to highlight the
exposed position of the white
king after an eventual ... g5:

a 17 .. Qd3! 18 Qa3 g5 19
é¥d2 gxf4 20 0-0-0 5 21 Y3k,

b) 17 ... Qab 18 Qb4! c5 19 §c3
0-0 20 &Yd2 intending 0-0-0,
when White is again slightly
better according to Kasparov.

18 Wxg2 OHxf8

The difference  between
Karpov's intended variation
after 15 Qxf8 and the game
position is now clear. Since the
cb-pawn is unprotected Black
will only have two pawns for
the piece and the white king in
the centre is not a problem
since the black pieces are re-
stricted by their own pawns.

19 Wxc6 Hdé
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20 ¥4c3 D7
21 4Hd2 Hhds
22 0-0-0 We8?
Black threatens to win the
queen with 23 .. Hc6, but a
much better move was 22 ..
HdS! with the same idea. In-
stead, after 22 .. ¥d7 23 Wc2
Hob 24 &c4 8 25 a4 or 23 ...
b5 25 {4 White would have
few problems.
23 Wxc7+! 18d7
Stealing the c-pawn seems
risky as it opens up the c-file
but White has it all under

control. The point is that 23 ...
Qg8 fails to 24 &4 exchanging
rooks.

24 Yc2

Wbs

There is no way out either
after 25 ... ¥ixdi+ 26 Hxdl ¥xfa+
27 b1 Hxdi+ 28 Hxdl Wnh2 29
wWd7+ &ho 30 ad!+- (Kasparov).

26 W21

Although White has a
material plus there is still some
way to go before this can be
converted into a victory. First
he must restrict Black's coun-
terplay, before advancing his

queenside pawns or marching
in with his king. The knight on
c4 has a vital role as it safe-
guards White's king, freeing his
other pieces for more active
duties.

26 ... W7

27 W¥xb6 yxfa+

28 el g4

Obviously Black cannot

afford to exchange queens as
White could then simply ad-
vance his queenside pawns.

29 RAdgl Wh4
30 Hg3 eS
31 Ah3 Wg4
32 Hgt

White has marshalled his
foroes with great care. The only
way Black can make progress is
to advance his passed pawns
but then White would be
ideally placed to exploit the

exposed position of the king.
32 .. Adi+
33 Axdl ¥xdi+
34 b2 hS
35 Hg3 Whi
36 Wf2 h4
37 dg2  ¥xg2+
38 Hxg2 g5
39 a4 Sgb
40 as5 e
41 b4 h3
42 QHg3 Ih7
43 ab S
44 QHa3 1-0

Prior to the Tilburg en-
counter Kasparov and Karpov
had already contested this
variation in the fourteenth



game of their 1990 World
Championship match. On that
occasion Karpov choose 9 ..
0-0-0 and, after a fascinating
struggle, the game was drawn.

Kasparov - Karpov
World Championship
Lyon (14) 1990

0-0-0 (84)

<71

1 e4d e5

2 &3 b
3 d4 exd4
4 &Hxdd  &Hf6
S &wcb bxcé
6 €5 Ye?7
7 We2 &ds
8 c4 Qab
9

This is Kasparov's innova-
tion, a gambit idea which has
breathed new life into the
Mieses Variation. Breaking the
pin immediately with 10 ¥b2!?
promises little; Ljubojevic -
Seirawan, Wijk aan Zee 1988,
continued 10 ... £Yb6 11 Qe2 He8
12 5f4 g513 Qg3 Qg7 14 63 5
15 4 gxf4 16 Qxf4 QxeS 17 Jxe5
WxeS 18 0-0F. Also harmless is

Mieses Variation: 8 ... Qa6 9 b3 97

10 Qb2 fo!=.
10 ... He8
Not so good is 10 ... g5 11
Qa3 when White is better.
1 Qb2 f6
fxeS (85)

12 Og2

White's compensation for
the pawn lies in the weakness~
es in Black's pawn structure
and the sorry-looking black
bishop on ab. One of Kasparov's
team of analysts, Azmaiparash-
villi, has suggested that White
can improve at this point with
13 {d2?, a move which has
been successfully tested: 13 ...
g6 14 0-0-0 Oh6\? (14 ... Qg7 15
&4, intending Wd2-aSk) 15
&bl Hhf8 16 Hed Hb8?! 17 Wel!
&Y6 18 &6 Hxf6 19 f4 Hf7 20
waS Qb7 21 Oxe5+ Thorhalls-
son - Stefansson, Iceland 1991.

13 .. hS5!

Not content with a passive
stance, Black goes on the
offensive.

14 Wd2

The right response; on 14
£¥d2? h4 15 Hfel hxg3 16 hxg3
g5 17 HYF3 WhS Black has the
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brighter prospects due to his
pressure on the h-file.
14 .. oHf6
15 WaS
A powerful riposte. Now the
pawn is regained and White
begins to make inroads into the
black king position.
15 .. Qb7 (86)
If 1S ... b7 16 Qa3 Webt 17
@3, intending Qxf8 and {4,
leaves Black in dire straits.

16 Qa3!

A necessary precautionary
measure as after 16 ¥xa7?! ¥cS!
17 Wad (17 ¥xc5 QxcS with the
idea of ... h4¥F) 17 ... %b6 and ...
Qc5 Black has excellent chan-
oes,

16 .. Web
17 QOxf8 Rhxf8

White can consider a rapid
queenside pawn storm after 17
.. Hexf8? 18 ¥xa7 h4 19 ad!
hxg3 20 a5 Hxh2 2 ab+-.

18 Wxa7 Wg4!

A marvellous move to
counter White's fearsome but
rather slow attack. Left to his
own devices Kasparov can play
ad~aS-ab or &H3~c2-b4d-ah, so

Black must play actively. The
text simultaneously prepares ...
¥d4 to exchange queens and
supports the advance of the
h-pawn to h3, where it smoth-
ers the white kingside.
19 &HHal3 h4
The offer to trade queens is
wisely delayed, since the white
knight would become too
powerful after 19 ... ¥d4 20 5
Wb4 (otherwise &4-aS is too
strong) 21 {4 ¥bS 22 Hfel,
when the e5-pawn is under fire
and White can follow up with
Of1. After 19 ... h4, however, 20
¢S hxgd 21 hxg3 WhS leaves

Black in the ascendancy.
20 42 h3
21 Qhi Hed
22 ad!

The attempt to win the piece
meets with an amusing finale;
22 £3? §yxg3 23 fxgd £2 mate.
In this incredibly complicated
position Kasparov finds the
only move to deny Black an
advantage:

a) 22 43 WeoT.

b) 22 Hb4 43 23 Hael
Wd4F.

©) 22 ¥e3 &\g5F.

22 .. &\e3
23 Hael?!

Kasparov should have given
his king an escape square, but
not with 23 £3? {e2+ (23 ... c5?
24 ¥b7+) 24 B2 Wg6F. Of
course, a stronger continuation
is 23 Hfel! &2+ 24 Bft &4 25
&xd4 Wixd4 26 Wixd4 exdd 27

 Hxe8+ Hixe8 28 Hel Hf8 29 f4!



g5 30 Bf2! gxfa 31 g4 f3 32 5
when White is slightly better
acocording to Azmaiparashvilli,

but Kasparov was probably
worried about the vulnerability
of his f2-square.

23 .. &e2+

24 Hxe2 Wxe2

25 4Hb4 ds!?

A risky attempt to open up
the position. Black was not
content with the forcing vari-

ation 25 ... Hf3 26 a6 &d8 27
Whs+ He7 28 Wxb7 Hxf2 29
Wba+ db 30 Hxf2 $4di+ with a
draw by perpetual check. Less
enticing is 25 ... e4? 26 £ab6 Hd8
27 ¥xb7 Hxf2 28 ¥xc7+ Pe7 29
WeS+ Bd8 30 WaS+ Be7 31 WS+
Db 32 E\CT++-.
26 cxdS
27 {xdS
The other capture leads
nowhere: 27 £ xdS5?! B¥ab 28 WcS
Wd6 and White's attack peters
out. A more searching test is 27
Flcl! %d2 (27 ... ¥d8? 28 (xd5
HxdS 29 & xd5 BEf7 30 £\bb++-)
28 WS He7 (28 ... B!, eg.
29 &HxdS QxdS 30 QxdS Exf2 3t
Le6+ Hd8 32 Oxh3 Hxh2 33 Hc2
Wxc2 34 WdS+ and mate fol-

lows.

cxdS

27 ... OxdS
28 OHxd5  Wce2
29 Wab+ &d7
30 SYed  Wed
31 Hci?
White is on the point of

consolidating his position. At
the moment he has a pawn for
the sacrificed exchange, and
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has targets at c7, €5 and h3.
However, a more accurate
choice was 31 Hdi+ Ge7 32 ¥ft
Hd8 33 Helt Hd3 34 £c4?7? (34
&Hed) 34 ... Hxg3+ 35 hxg3 h2+
36@xh2ﬁ118+ 37 &gl Hhl mate.
Hb8!
Hxb3
&ds

&8

32 wfl
33 Wxh3+
34 WhS
35 w¥di 87

_

ﬁ
//
zté

%

35 .. Hxe3
In mutual time-trouble,
Karpov settles for a draw.
Hopeless is 35 ... Zb2? 36 {4
and the dual threat. against the
rook and the brutal check on
d6 wins.

36 fxe3 Wxe3+
37 &hi Wed+
38 &gl We3+
39 &hi Wed+
40 del Hds
41 Wc2 h-lp
One of the most enterprising

lines against Kasparov's 9 b3 is

. Wh4. This early queen
sortie leads to great complica-
tions.
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Sax - van der Wiel

Wijk aan Zee 1992
1 e4 eS

2 O3 &b
3 d4 exd4
4 &Oyxdd &HHF6
S Qxcb bxcé
6 We7
7 ﬂeZ &HdS
8 c4 Qab
9 b3 Wh4

A tricky reply for White to
meet as Black threatens both
10 ... b4+ and ... ¥4d4. Although
rarely seen in tournament play,
White needs to be properly
prepared to meet this move, as
it will no doubt become very
fashionable if the evidence of

This is considered by van der
Wiel to be the only feasible
move, but 10 §b2 has also been
played:

a) 10... §b4+ and now:

aD 11 Bdi ¥4 12 ¥e3 b 13

g3tgd+ 14 Qe2 Wh3T Gufeld ~
Vistanetskis, USSR 1956.

a2 1t HA2 0-0 12 W3 (12
g3 12 ... Oxd2+ 13 BHxd2 ¥gS+
14 Gdi £\b6 15 (9d3 Had8 16 Bh3
g6 17 B2 d5 18 exdb QOcB (A
Osborne - C. M. Brown, Tor-
quay 1987) 19 tg3! ¥xg3 20
hxg3 oxd6 21 Hxh7! Exh7 22
Hhi+ g8 23 Ih8 mate.

T b) 10 ..0¢5 1 g3 WS 12 &2
£Y6 13 (g2 0-0 14 0-0 Fife8 15
&ed ¥e7 16 Wgd Bh8 17 €6 f6 18

& xc5 WixcS 19 exd7 He7 20 Hadi
Hd8 21 Hfel b7 22 §d4 ¥ba 23
Oc3 Hxel+ 24 Hxel W8 25 (b4
Bg8 26 He7 1-0 S. Arkell -
Chukhrova, Cappelle la Grande
1992.

10 .. QcS (88)

A sharp line which leads to
incredible complications. The
relatively tame 10 ... £f4 should
not cause White any problems
after 11 ¥¥ed g6 12 We3 c5 and
now:

a) 13 3 ¥d4 14 Wxd4 oxdd
15 £HbS GxbS 16 cxbS &xeS 17
£b3 0-0-0 18 Oxd4 He8 19 &d2
b8 20 4 L g6 21 g3 &7 2
He1 f6 24 bdt Karasev - Nasi-
bullin, Novosibirsk 1989.

b) 13 g3 tid4 14 ¥xd4 oadd 15
f4 Qb7 16 Bgl db 17 exdb Qxd6
18 §d3 a5 19 &f2 0-0 20 Het
Hfd8 21 42 ¢Yf8 22 Hbl )b 23
b4 axb4 24 exdb4 Ha2 25 5 §f8
26 Ocd Bc2 27 Qb3 HeB 28 pd
Qxe4 29 Hixed d3 30 Qd2 Pc2 31
Get &yi4 2 Hxds Bxdd 3
Qxc3 dxc2 34 Hcl+- Karasev -
Aleksandrov, Podolsk 1990.

11 gb2
If White attempts to chase



the queen away with 11 g3 then
Black has a spectacular sacrif-
ice, 11 ... Oxf2+, and now:

a) 12 @27 Wde+ 13 Hf3

Wxal 14 Wc2 (14 We4 Hb8!?) 14 ...

WixeS 15 oxdS WxdS+ 16 Wed+
Wixed+ 17 Bxed Oxf1 18 EHxfl
0-0%.

b) 12 Wxf2 ded+ 13 Sdl! (13
Dd2 Wxhi 14 Qg2 Wixh2 15 cxdS
oxdS 16 £33 o6 [16 ... d4!? in-
tending 17 &YdS Qb7] 17 Qb2
wWho+ 18 Wf4 with an unclear
position) 13 .. ¥xhi 14 £d2
&3+ (14 ... 0-0 15 D2 £6 16 €6
dxe6 17 Qb2 intending 18 cxd5)
15 @2 Dyed 16 Syxed Wixed+ 17
0d3 g4 (17 ... WxeS 18 Qb2
WeS 19 hd ¥h6 20 Hel+ B8 21
BfD) 18 OfS WhS 19 h4! f6 20
exf6 gxf6 21 ¥el+! which Gut-
man indicates as clearly better
for White.

Another interesting idea is 11
W3 0d4 12 Ha2 &b6 13 §d3
0-0-0 14 He20 Thorhallsson -
Jonsson, Hafnarfirdi 1992.

1n .. oHf4

In his analysis to the game -
(upon which these notes are
based) van der Wiel shows

that the ambitious 11 ... $e3!?

does nothing to resolve the
complications after 12 g3! Wed
13 fxe3 ¥xhi 14 £)c3 (intending
150-0-0 or 15&d2) 14 ... b8 15
b4 Wl (15 .. (Oxe3? 16 Wxe3
Qxc 17 0-0-0 Qxfl 18 Wf2E; 15
. Pxcdt? 16 Wixcd Oxel 17 ¥e2
gt with an unclear position) 16
bxcS Qxcd 17 ¥xcs Hxb2 18
0-0-0 Hxh2c.
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12 31?2
It might be more accurate to
cover e4 from another angle: 12
B2 (12 ¥Wd2? &Hh3! 13 gxh3
Wed+) 12 ... Wgd 13 £3 Wgo 14
Wd2 whe 15 et (15 32t (Je3! 16
a5 &¥eb 17 txab Qcl with an
unclear position) 15 .. g5 16
&3, which is unclear according
to van der Wiel.
12 ..
13 g3 39
White had been waiting to
play this for the last five moves
and takes the first opportunity
to do so. Also worth consider-
ing is the risky 13 §d3 &\d4 14
wWdl b3 1S ¥xb3 Wxf2+ 16
&di with an unclear position.

13 .. Whé!

This maintains the momen-
tum by keeping active in order
to exploit White's lack of
development. Black also has
two other interesting possibil-
ities:

a 13 ... H\gS 14 Wg2 Wed+ 15
Wxed Oyxed 16 F4! L2 17 bd
Qe3 18 Fe2 Qb6 19 Het Je3 (19
... &h1 20 c5) 20 He2=.

b 13 .. the7 14 £¥I2 0-0-0R
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15 b4 Qd4 16 Oxd4? &yxd4 17
Wed &X2+-+ A. Gomez - L.
Valdes, Cuba 1991

14 45Hd2 Obs

15 wd3?

A more precise continuation
is the immediate 15 b4! Qd4?!
(a5 ... 0-0) 16 Qxd4 &Hxd4 17
Wd3 c5 18 Qg2+.

15 .. 0-0
16 (g2
17 b4 dé

The drawback of White's
fifteenth move, voluntarily
placing his queen on the d-file,
is now apparent. Black gains a
tempo due to the discovered
attack, as White must sidestep
with his queen. For example: 18
Oxc6? dxeS 19 dhe2 (19 Wc2
Oxf2+-+) 19 ... £d4-+.

18 Wc2 &\d4a?

This gives White a chance to
get back into the game. It is
better to play 18 ... §d4 when
White is forced to enter a
series of exchanges which are
in Black's favour: 19 exd6 (19
Oxcb dxe5F) 19 ... Bxd6 20 &ed
Qxb2 21 ¥xb2 Hd4 22 0-0 (22
&5 @f6l) 22 ... Oxcd¥F.

19 (xd4!

White sensibly gives up a
pawn rather than face the
Black attack which would
follow after 19 ¥c3 Wh5! 20
&3 (20 Dft We2+ 21 gl
&Yo5!-+) 20 ... dxe5 21 bxc5 Hb3

19 QOxd4
20 nAdi dxeS
20 b3 Hd6 (90

22 0-0
White is counting on the

weakness of the double c-
pawns and the immobility of
Black's light-squared bishop to
provide compensation for the
pawn.

22 .. HObds

23 Hfel wfe

An accurate move which

highlights the weakness of the
pawn on f2. If 23 ... Oxc4 24
Sdd! (24 Wixcd OxF2+ 25 Gxf2
Bxdl 26 Bxdl BExdl 27 ¥xc6
Wxoo 28 QOxob6 HA3F) 24 ..
Bxd4 25 fixd4 Hxd4 26 HxeS
and White emerges with an

equal game.

24 n1d2 gé

25 S Heb
26 Hedi Hg7
27 a4 hS

28 h4 Oc8
29 4Hxda

White misses a golden

opportunity to restore the
balance: 29 Qh3t He7 30 (Oxc8

Hxc8 31 é,)xd4 exd4 32 Hxd4=.
. HAxd4
30 Hxd4d exd4
31 Wca HeS?!
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In mutual time-trouble both
players begin to make errors.
Black could have preserved an
edge after 31 ... He8 intending
32 ... Bd8.

32 ¥Wxd4?

Now White overlooks a way
of safeguarding the f-pawn and
winning the black d-pawn: 32
f4! He3 33 ®h2 and 34 Hxd4.

32 ... Hel+
33 &h2 Hxdi
34 Wxdl b2

Amazingly, Black fails to
notice that the f2-pawn can be
captured. After 34 .. ¥xf2 35
Wal+! Bh7 (35 ... $f6 36 4d1; 35

... f6 36 ¥d1 with the initiative)
36 We5 (e6 37 Shi Black re-
tains an advantage.
35 el 0d7
h-p

Conclusion

Kasparov's 9 b3 in the main line
of the Mieses Variation has
proved to be a very dangerous
weapon. Clearly Black has
problems to solve after both 9
.. g6 and 9 ... 0-0-0, but the
counter-attacking 9 whd
leads to highly complex posi-
tions.



10 Mieses Variation:
8..0a69 &d2

The variation with 9 &2 is a
flexible choice that for a long
time was considered the main
line, but has been rather
eclipsed in recent years by
Kasparov's devotion to 9 b3.
However, it is not necessarily
inferior; Grandmasters Timman
and Sveshnikov have both
experimented with it and prac-
tical results have been very
encouraging.

Harding - Zhividov

Corr 1976
1 e4 eS
2 43 &\ch
3 d4 exd4
4 4Oxd4 &6
5 @xc6 bxcb
6 we?7
7 &ez &dS
8 c4 Oab
9 &d2

We now arrive at a critical
juncture; Black has several
playable alternatives but it is
not firmly established which is
most promising. White's task is
made easier by the similarity of
each variation, but he must
always be on the look-out for a

sudden tactical opportunity.
9 @b6 9

%
Y

o
%%i’

The main alternatives are 9 ..
g6, considered in Sveshmkov
- Schiissler, 9 ... 0-0-0 in Tim-
man - Karpov, and 9 ... {)b4 in
Oll - Kalinin, though Black has
also tried:

a) 9 ... f6 and now:

al) 10 exf6! S\xf6 11 b3 52! (1
. Bxe2+1?) 12 b2 Qb7 13 f3
D7 14 0-0-0¥xe2 15 Pxe2 Od6
16 g3 HaeB 17 Hhel He7 (7 ...
Bed? 18 &ed QOxed 19 fxed
Bxed 20 QhS+ Hf8 21 Hxed
&yxed 22 Ff1+ &6 23 OxF6 gxf6
24 Bxfo+ Be7 25 Hf7+1) 18 (d3
Hhe8 19 fxe7+ Qxe7 20 Hel gb
21 &di gives White a small
edge, Sveshnikov - Tarjan,
Hastings 1977/78.

a2) 10 &f3? Wb+ 11 &dt
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Le7? 12 ¥Wc2! H\bb 13 a3 WaS 14
£d2 ¥c5 15 b4 1-0 Asaturin -
Marczell, Corr 1978.
b) 9 ... £4 10 Wed &\g6 11 f4
0-0-0 and now:
bl 12 g3 d57 (12 ... f6!?) 13
coxdS Oxfi 14 d6! ¥d7 15 dxc7
@xc7 16 Gxf1 Wh3+ 17 Ge2 HAS
18 &\b3 Wgd+ 19 W3 &xeS 20
fxeS Wicd+ 21 Bf2 Bc5+ 22 £ xS
WxcS+ 23 Pg2+- Alburt -
Radashkovich, USSR 1970.
b2) 12 b3 f6 (12 .. Qb7"? 13
0b2 c5 14 We3 tyhd+ 15 g3 Who
16 Hg1 d6 17 exd6 (xd6 18 0-0-0
Wxh2 with an unclear position
Tompa - Mestrovic, Corr 1980)
13 Ob2 He8 (or 13 ... fxe5 14 fxe5
g5 15 0-0-0 He8 16 h4 Wf4 17
Wndd O\f4 18 g3 HYh5 19 Hed+
Chumak - Gostkhorzhevich,
Yurmala 1976) 14 0-0-O fxeS 15
£5 &4 16 &3 d6 17 5! Qb7 18
Wad Hb8 19 g3 £IS 20 ExdS
exdS 21 o6 Q8 22 Jab Ba8 23
&Yd4!+- Kozlov - Suleimanov,
Erevan 1969.
10 b3 g6
The aggressive-looking 10 ...
d5?! merely leads to a favour-
able ending for White: 11 exd6
cxd6 12 §b2 f6 13 0-0-0 ¥xe2
14 Oxe2 7 15 Hhel dS 16 cxdS
(Oxe2 17 Hxe2 cxd5 18 £¥3 (bd
19 £d4 Hhe8 20 Hc2+ Schmidt
- Radovidi, Tel Aviv Ol 1964.
11 (§b2 Og7
12 0-0-0 0-0-0
13 f4 (2
13 .. ds!?
A suggestion of Evans's, this
aims to exploit White's relative

lack of development by opening
up the position. The major
alternative, 13 ... &he8, is rather
slow and leaves Black with a
dour defensive task. After 14
W2 Black may continue:

a) 14 ... d6 15 c5! Oxf1 16 Wxf1
dxcS 17 trab+ b8 18 £t Sxcd
19 bxcadle6 20 Qc3 Ha8 21 Jas
Hb8 22 Hd2 Hb7 23 Hb2 Hxb2
24 @xb2 f6 (24 ... Hb8+ 25 Fa3
Wd7 26 Hcl fc8 27 ¥ixc8 Hxc8
28 Hdi+-) 25 @a3 fxeS 26 Hdl!
exf4 (26 ... Hb8 27 Qxc7 ¥c8 28
Yoo+ Wb7 29 Hbl d¥xo6 30
Bxb8 mate) 27 Oxc7 ¥e3+ 28
Sad Wed 29 Hd3 Wxg2 30 a3
Hb8 31 Hb3 Hb4+ 32 Hxbs 1-0
Pinkas - Pioch, Polish Ch 1973.

b) 14 ... §b7 (a suggestion of
Keres's) 15 c5 &S 16 &ed 6?7
(16 ... b8 17 Qcdt) 17 Hdo+
cxd6 18 cxdb teb 19 ¥xa7 {\b4d
20 Hd4 &yxa2+ 21 ¥xa2 b8 22
WaS Wxb3 23 Hb4 de3+ 24
&bi+- Botterill - Holmes, Corr
1989.

14 el dxcé
15 QOxc4d (xc4

If 15 ... £xc4? then 16 ¥xa7

wins immediately.
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16 4yxecd  Syxc4d
17 bxcd FHb7
18 Wb3+

White continues a vigorous
prosecution of the offensive
against the black king. By
attacking the a7-pawn he is
able to tie down the black
pieces and deploy his rooks on
the abandoned d-file. Much
less appropriate was 18 Hxd8+
Hxd8 19 Hdi, aiming to exploit
the doubled c-pawns in the

endgame.
18 .. &a8
19 (§d4 Hbs
20 a4 b7
21 HAd3 (W)

21 ... Web
Harding gives the following

variations to illustrate the
difficulty of Black's situation:

a) 21 ... ¥hb8 22 Ha3 5 (22 ...
Hbl+ 23 Hc2) 23 Wb oxdd 24
Hxa7+! Gxa7 25 tad+ Hbo 26
Wb+ Ba7 27 ¥aS mate.

b) 21 ... ¥bd 22 ¥ixch Wb+ 23
&d2 Wxa2+ (23 ... Wixhi 24 b3
Ehb8 25 Ha3 and 26 Hxa7+) 24
De3Bb8 (24 ... ta5 25 Hal Wb4
26 Hda3 &b8 27 Qxa7+) 25 Hal

W2 26 Qxa7+ Hxa7 (26 ... Ha8
27 Qb6+ Fb8 28 Qxc7+) 27
Hxa7 t4cl+ 28 He2 BHxa7 29
Wxc7+4+-.

22 Bhdi Xc8

A passive response but Black
really has to way out:

a) 22 ... Ehb8 23 Ha3 Hbi+ 24
D2 H8b7 (24 ... WS+ 25 B3
H8b7 26 Oxa7) 25 Qxa7 H7b2+
(25 .. Hb2+ 26 B3 QOxeS+ 27
Hda+ b8 28 a8+ 26 Hc3 Fb7
27 Wab++- (Harding).

b 22 .. Oh6 23 g3 ¥h3 24
Oxa7 Hxa7 25 dxo6+ Hb7 26
Hd8+ Hxd8 27 Hxd8+ da7 28

Wad+ Gb6 29 WbS+ a7 30 Was
mate (Harding).

23 HMb3  Pcbs

24 Oxa?! 1-0

Black resigned in view of the
continuation:

a) 24 ... Hxb3 25 Hbo+ b7 26
a7+ B8 27 ¥xc7 mate.

b) 24 ... Hxa7 25 Hxb8+ Gxb8
26 Hd8+ b7 27 ¥bd+ Bab 28
Hd3 and 29 Ha3+.

Instead of 9 ... £b6 10 b3 g6,
Black can also play the im-
mediate 9 .. g6, deferring a
decision on where to place the
d5-knight. However, even then
his task is not easy, as the next
game shows.

Sveshnikov - Schilssler

Palma 1989
1 e4 eS
2 43 4Xeb
3 d4 exd4
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This tradmonal move used
to be considered the main line
but Black has struggled with it
recently.

10 b3

After the more sedate 10
&3, the game Barczay - Po-
gacs, Hungarian Ch 1964, con-
tinued 10 ... 07 11 QS f62! (11 ...
Wbd+ 12 Wd2 Wxd2+ 13 SHxd2
&6 14 b3=) 12 exf6 Wxe2+ 13
Oxe2 &f6 14 0-0-0 0-0-0 15
é¥d4 <5 16 &b3 Qb7 17 £3 Hde8
18 (d3 d6 19 Hdel £ 47 20 Ha5
&eS 21 Oc2 Qa8 22 §d2 Hhf8 23
h4!'t Barczay - Pogacs, Hun-
garian Ch 1964

10 .. Qg7
11 b2 0-0-01?@95)

The point of Black's play is
to reach a position similar to
the previous game but with the
black knights still on d5. This
makes it harder for White to
support the pawn on e5 as the

f4-advance now requires pre-
paration. With the same idea,
also possible is 11 .. 0-0 12
0-0-0 when Black can continue:

a12.. SN 1354 bbb (13 ...
&4 14 Be3 Qxe5 15 &c5
QOxb2+ 16 Hxb2 Bf6+ 17 Wc3 and
White is slightly better accord-
ing to Jovcic) 14 &6+ GHh8 15
hd ¥e6 16 hS g5 17 &H\xd7 WES
(17 ... Bfd8 18 h6! Qxh6 19 Hxh6
Wxh6 20 e6++-) 18 Qc3 h6 19
&wxcS Hae8 20 (Oxb4 HxeS 21
W3 HExcS 22 ¥xfS BxfS 23 Oxf8
Oxf8 24 3 Pg7 25 Qd3 1-0
Zhuravlev - Shaposnic, Corr
1970.

b) 12 ... Hab8 13 ted £b6 14
f4 ¥fe8 15¥c2 dS 16 h4! (16 c5?
Qxf1 17 cxbb Qxg2 18 bxa7 Ha8
19 Hhgt Qh3F Hennings -
Savon, Harrachov 1967) 16 ..
QcB 17 hS Qg4 18 hxgbt fxgo 19
Hel a5 20 (d3 Ef8 with an
unclear position, Zverev -
Lisenkov, Corr 1974.

12 0—0—0 ghes
Black now embarks on
straightforward-looking plan of

undermining e5 by ... f6. How-
ever, in this instance White is
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able to utilize his space advan-
tage to launch a crushing
attack.

13 g3
A necessary measure to
support f4.
13 .. &Hbb
14 f4 f6

The extra tempo would have
been better expended by safe-
guarding against tactics on the
queenside. One possible idea is
14 ... b8 and then 15 ... {b7.

15 Wf2 fxe5?

A crisis point has now been
reached; Black's best choice
was 15 ... Ob7 though after 16
c5 £Xd5 17 £e4 White remains
in top.

16 cS! (%)

A typical tactical idea to
blast open the queenside.
e R
%///‘7

"y

R e 7

19 Wxa7+
White is now a clear pawn
up and Black's king position

has been shattered.
19 .. &Hc8
20 ONf3 ed

21 4eS 0bSs
22 a4 Qe2
23 n1d2 dé
24 Wa8+ &c7
25 wWxcb+ GHb8
26 Wb+ Hal
27 &b Hc8
28 HOxe2 1-0

In the next game we discuss
the immediate 9 ... 0-0-0. How-
ever, before this the two
players embark on the charade
9 Wed £YF6 10 We2 4YdS repeat~
ing moves, so this move is
actually 11 ... 0-0-0.

Timman - Karpov

Amsterdam 1985
1 e4 eS

2 4Nf3 &b
3 d4 exd4
4 &Hxdd &6
5 &6 bxcbh
6 e5 tre?
7 We2 &HdS
8 c4 Hab
9 Vyed &Hf6

An independent variation is 9
.. &Ybb, which is examined in
the next chapter.
&HdS

10 We2
1 &Hd2
Obviously White does not
‘offer’ Black a draw by 11 ¥e4,
but elects to enter the variation
under discussion in this chap-
ter.
1 .. 0-0-0
12 Yed (97
White aggressively takes up
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the gauntlet. A more cautious
approach is 12 Y3 He8 13 W2
4¥6 14 h3 d6 15 c5! §b7 16 cxd6
oxd6 17 Qab W7 18 Oxb7+ Sxb7
19 Qe3t Estrin - Liberzon,
Moscow Ch 1958.

fo P2 Z
g 4
v
7 - Q Z

Timman has also tried 13 ¢5
in this position (see the next
chapter), which is probably also
too ambitious. Practice has also
seen:

a) 13 b3 f6 14 (b2 fxeS 15
0-0-0 &b8 16 ¥xeS WxeS 17
Oxe5 Qa3+ 18 B2 Hhf8 19 f3
Bf7 (W. Schmid - R O'Reilly,
Jersey 1973) 20 c5! Qxf1 21 cxbb
d6 22 S fl+-.

b) 13 Qe2? He8 14 f4 f6 15

&Y3 fxeS 16 fxe5 dS! 17 cxdS
Wba+ 18 Wxb4 Qxbd+ 19 Qd2
Oxd2+ 20 Gxd2 Pxe2 21 Hxe2
oxd5 22 Bd3 Hc4F Greenfeld -
Lev, Tel Aviv 1992,

13 .. ds!

A classical response to
White's flank attack, counter-
attacking in the centre. This is
a marked improvement on
Handoko - Kovacevic, Zagreb
1985, which continued: 13 ..
o772 14 a5 &8 15 ba FHb8 16
Qe2 £6 17 f4 fxe5 18 fxeS He8 19
&3 We6 20 5 Oxe2 21 ¥xe2 db
22 Hbi1 dxeS5 23 Bab Wg6 24 Hb2
Qe7 25 0-0 intending 26 Qe3
and 27 bS+-.

14 oxdS (xfi
15 db6 Oxd6

Instead 15 .. cxdb 16 Wxco+
W7 17 Wixc7+ Pxc7 18 exdé+
Oxdb 19 S&xfl Qbd 20 L3 Hdi+
2 Qe2 Bxhl 2 §f4+ Gb7 23
Hxhi He8+ 24 Qe3 & xad leaves

keep the rook active in order to
put pressure on eS.
16 OHfi!

Obviously bad is 16 exdé6
Wxed+ 17 S xed QOxg2-+. Not
much better is 16 Exfl HdS or
16 Hxfl BdS when Black is
ready to play .. f6 and catch
the white king in the centre.

16 ... Beb!

Karpov finds the most exact
way of undermining the e-
pawn. Other moves would
allow White to create counter-

play:
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a) 16 ... f6 17 £e3! ¥xeS 18
W2 intending to castle and
continue the queenside attack.

b) 16 ... BdS 17 f4 ¥d7 (17 ...
g5 18 £)e3!) 18 Qe3 f5 (18 ... a5!?)
19 exf6 gxf6 20 aS! f5 21 ¥c2
Qb4+ 22 Hf2 Hxa5? (22 ..
&aBt; 22 .. Qxa5? 23 HxaS
Hxa5 24 Wc3+-) 23 Hxa5 QxaS
24 b4! Oxb4 25 W¥b2+-.

17 f4 gs
18 g3

The only effective way to
reinforce f4:

a) 18 H\g3 gxf4 19 Oxf4 Wba+
20 ¥xb4 Qxba+ 21 HF2 615 22
D3 x4 23 Jxf4 Hhe8-+.

b) 18 £ 12 gxf4 19 0-0 ¥cS+
20 Bhi ¥xeSF.

18 ... wWba+

Black decides that the best
chance of exploiting White's
loose pawn formation lies in
the endgame. With the queens
on, White can create some
complications: 18 .. gxf4 19
gxf4 f6 (19 ... Whd+ 20 £\g3 £IS
21 §d2 Qh6 22 0-0 Hg8 23 Hal)
20 &g3 fxeS 21 5 with the
initiative according to Karpov.

19 ¥xb4 Qxb4+ (99)

oo| 7,97

v %1/;

20 Qd2

White reluctantly parts with
his bishop, recognising that
now the f4-pawn will be harder
to defend. However, the alter-
native was also unattractive: 20
D2 f6! 21 fxgS fxgSs 22 Oxg5s
Hxe5 23 (f4 1f8+.

20 .. Oxd2+
21 &Hxd2 gxf4a
22 gxfa 4)XdS
23 0-0

Also worthy of consideration
is 23 Hf1 to keep the white king
away from the marauding
rooks.

23 ... Hg8+
24 &hi Hg4
25 &Hb3?

A stiffer defence was 25 &4
when Black must be very ac
curate to maintain his advan-
tage:

) 25 ... OxFd 26 O3 Hhd 27
&S Hgd 28 He3~—.

b) 25 ... Hxf4 26 Exf4 {Hxfa
27 Hf14Yd3 28 Exf7=.

c) 25 .. f6! 26 f5 He8 27 b3
fxe5 28 6 ed 29 f7 Hf8 30 £eS
HeS 3t @xc6 Qd7F.

- Hxf4

The task for Black is much
harder after 25 ... Hxf4 26 BExf4
Owfa 27 A4 (27 Bft £\d3 28
Hxf7 HxeSF) 27 ... Hxe5 28
&Yob and 29 &xa7+.

26 Hael Hegb
27 7f3 h5
28 OHds 4HHdS

If the h-pawn is advanced
then White's knight comes into
the game with devastating
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effect: 28 ... h4? 29 &S! with
the unpleasant threats of 29

&¥e7+ and 29 &e3.
29 Hdi He4
30 Hb3  He2
31 Hel

White is careful not to allow
the rooks to double on the
second rank with 31 ... Hgg2.

3 .. HxeS5

Timman had prepared a
clever defence in case of the
immediate rook exchange: 31 ...
Fixgl+ 32 @xgl Hxb2 33 XS
Bc2! 34 e6 f6 35 &Hed He2 36
w6 Hxeb (36 ... hd 37 £)I7!

Hixe6 38 £)5) 37 Echs.
32 Hxf7 Hxgil+
33 dxgl 4Hbd
34 FMh7  £H\d3
35 Hdd b7
36 b3 aS
37 1hé6 Hb4
38 &Hf2 Hed?!

In time-trouble Black begins
to go astray; instead he should
play 38 .. c5 39 {\bS 4! 40
bxcd o6 41 &Hd6+ Fbb with
excellent chances.

39 4eb b6
40 &f3 Hetl
41 h4!

Now White has good chan-
ces of holding the game due to
his potential passed h-pawn.

The game concluded:
4 .. &\dS
42 OHyd4d  He3+
43 &f2 Hc3
44 BxhS Hd3
45 O3 Hxb3
46 JfS Hb4a?!

46 ... &C5!.
47 hS &5
48 hé6 b8
49 Th5  Rh8
50 h7 Sbd
51 Fh6  &\f6!
51 .. @xad? 52 £\g5 and 53
SNT7+-.
52 Hxf6 Hxh7
53 Af4+ Qa3
54 Qe2 147
55 Hd2 Rds

55 ... c5? 56 &4+ Gxad 57
Eb++-; 56 ... Fbd 57 &eS+ Hdd

58 &\ob++-.
56 Mc4 b8
57 Hci Hb4
h-p

In this chapter we have so
far examined systems for Black
with 9 ... &\b6, 9 ... gb and 9 ...
0-0-0, or a combination of
these moves. However, Black
also has the interesting 9 ..
44, intending to redeploy the
knight via c6 to d4. It is to this
system that we now turn our
attention.

Oll - Kalinin
USSR 1986

1 e4 eS
2 O3 &b
3 d4 exd4
4 &Hxdd  4Hf6
5§ &yxcéb bxch
6 eS We?
7 e2 &dS
8 c4 Qab
9 &OHd2  Hbal?
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This is arguably Black's
toughest line of resistance,
exploiting the vulnerability of
the c2-square to gain time to
bring the knight to c6.

10 &3 (100)

10 ..

The tempting 10 ... d5?! only
leaves the black pieces in a
tangle if White finds the cor-
rect response:

a) 11 b3? dxc4 12 bxc4 0-0-0
13 thed Wd7 14 Qe2? (14 Qd27)
14 ... 3! 15 Wbl Qxcd 16 Qg5
&3+ 17 @1 Qe7 18 Qxe7 tixe7
19 &Het WixeS 20 £xd3 Gxd3 21
Oxd3 Bxd3 22 g3 ¥ed4 23 Hel
¥Ihd8 24 Wc2 WF3 25 Hel Bd2 26
WS Hdl 0-1 Saeced - Thipsay,
Dubai 1985.

b) 11 a3! Oxcd 12 Ydi QOxf1 13
Oxf1 Hab 14 Yad &B8 15 Qg5
and now:

b 15 ... Web 16 Hcl hé 17 Shd
g5 18 083 (7 19 h4 g4 20 H\d4
Wd7 21 ¥b3+- Kopayev -
Zhukovitsky, Kiev 1945.

b2) 15 ... ¥d7 16 e6! fxeo 17
&S Bd6 18 Wif4+-.

b3) 15 ... Y5 16 S)d4 Wbs 17
Hctl QcS 18 &5 Heg8 19 dg4

&\ab 20 b4 Oxf2 21 Hc2 hS 22
W4 f6 23 HExf2 fxg5s 24 &\dé+
cxd6 25 ¥f7+ 1-0 Zaidel - Rap-
oport, Riga 1966.

11 a3

The unusual 11 ¥e4 prevents
Black from castling queenside
but presents a target for the
bishop when it comes to b7.
The game Gobet - Carlhammer,
St. Martin 1991, turned out better
for Black after: 11 ... &b8 12 b3
0b7 13 We2 fo 14 Qb2 Oxf3 15
gxf3 fxeS 16 §h3 &b 17 0-0-0
Wes+ 18 &bl 0d6 19 Hhel ¥hé
20 OfS ¥f6 21 Qed £Yd4 22 Wd3
g6 23 Oct a5 24 Qg5 g7 25 Hd2
a4 26 Hb2 axb3 27 axb3 Je7 28
Oc1 Bf8 29 He3.

A rarely-seen idea is 11 (f4
web 12 Wed dicd 13 Wxob Sxch
14 0-0-0 h6 15 h4t Cuartas -
Zuidema, Skopje 1972.

1 .. &b
12 (§d2 0-0-0 (101

An innovation which turns
out well for Black. After the
older 12 ... ¥e6 13 Qc3 White
has good chances of an advan-
tage:

a 13 ... h6?! 14 0-0-0 000
15 h4 g6 16 g3 Qb7 17 ¥d3 Qg7
18 Oh3 ¥e7 19 hel $b8 20 We3
Hheg8 21 HdS Of8 22 ¥d3t
Makropoulou - Litinskaya, Mal-
aysia 1990.

b) 13 .. Qe7 14 0-0-0 f6 15
exf6 Wixe2 16 £7+ @xF7 17 (Qxe2
and now:

b) 17 .. Zhd8 18 HdS (18
h4!) 18 ... §b7 19 Hel £ d4 20 EhS
&yxe2+ 21 Hxe2 Qxf3 22 HfS+
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0f6 23 Hxf3t Barczay - Forin—-
tos, Hungarian Ch 1964.

b2 17 ... d6 18 Qd3 HEhe8 19
Qed Qb7 20 QdS+ &f8 21 h4
&Yd8 22 Fhet QxdS 23 cxdS Qf6
24 FixeB+ Gxe8 25 Qxf6 gxf6 26
62 @f7 27 &4 &7 (Jovan-
ovic - Eretova, Skopje Ol 1972)
Hb3t.

13 Oc3
Kalinin considers 13 0-0-0 hé
14 (c3 We6 15 hd gb to be
unclear.

13 .. ds!
14 exd6  Hxdé!
15 W¥xe? (xe7

In compensation for the
doubled c-pawns, Black has
active pieces. However, if White
can develop his forces harmo-
niously, then the superior pawn
structure will ensure his ad-
vantage in the long run.

16 (e2

If 16 Qxg7 the king in the
middle of the board becomes a
liability: 16 ... He8 17 Qe2 Heb!-+.
However, White could have
chosen the simple 16 Hdl He6+
17 &d2 Hda+ (17 ... §f6!?) 18 Sl
Bxdi+ 19 GHxdi fo=.

16 .. Heb
17 b3 He8
18 Ha2

A clever way of lending
support to €2. White has not
yet solved all his problems
since his king's rook does not
have any scope.

18 .. 0f6
19 Oxf6  gxfé
20 &d1i  &as
2 (d3 b6
22 (Oxh7?!

There is no need to snatch
the h-pawn as White can
afford to give up a pawn and
still draw due to Bladk's
crippled pawns, eg. 22 42!
&wb3 23 £yb3 Hxb3 24 &2
Hbb 25 B3 h6 26 He2=.

22 .. &xb3

Kalinin suggests 22 ... Hxb3
as an alternative but it does
not promise Black an advan-
tage: 23 A2 Hc3 24 h4 §xcd
25 &xcd Oxcd 26 Sd2 Hb3 27
Oc2 He2+ 28 Gdi Bxf2 29 Hel
(29 hS Hc3 30 hé QOxa2 31 h7
Hexe2 32 h8d+ &b7-+) 29 ..
He2+ 30 Gdi=.

23 Qd3 &\aS
24 &Hd2 &yxc4
25 &c2
The double capture on c4
fails to ... Zbi+.
25 ... &dé (102)
26 h4

This advance is the only way
to divert Black's forces from
the attack against the white
king. Less clear is 26 Qxab+
Bxab 27 hd &YbS 28 hS Hd4+.
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White must be oonsistent;
anything else allows Black to
create insurmountable prob-
lems:

a 28 &wcd? Hob 29 &b3
Hel-+.

b) 28 Qxcd? Qxcd 29 Hxch
He2+-+.

28 .. &Hd4+

In  time-trouble Black
understandably settles for a
perpetual check. However, 28 ...
Het would have caused White a

few more difficulties in making
the draw: 29 Y3 (29 h6? &\d4+
30 B3 O\e2+-+) 29 ... Hebl 30
hé §b7 31 h7 (31 £)d2 S\d4+ 32
B3 Se2+ B Hxed Qab+ 34
&d5 §d3*-+; or 33 (Ixe? Hxhl 34
Qg+ 5 35 Oxf5+ &d8 36 h7
Oxg2-+) 31 ... Qed+ 32 Gc3 (32
&d21?) 32 ... Hcl+ 33 Hd2 3+ 34
Se2 Hb2+ 35 Hxb2 cxb2 36

h8¥+ Gb7 37 A2 Hc2 38 Gdi!
Hcl+ 39 he2 Hc2= (Kalinin).

29 &c3 {HH\bS+

30 &c2 &yda+

31 &3 &HbS+

32 &He2 1h-ip
Conclusion

The older 9 £\d2 is still a dan-
gerous threat to Black, espe-
cially against the set-up that
Black employed in Harding -
Zhividov. Probably 9 .. &{\bd
offers the safest path to

equality.



11 Mieses Variation:
8..0a69 Wed4

Although 9 b3 and 9 §Yd2 are
viable methods of playing for
an advantage with the white
pieces in the Mieses Variation, 9
Wed has rather gone out of
fashion. Primarily this has been
because Black can force a
repetition of moves after 9 ...

&Y6 10 ¥c2 £Yd5 although it is
far from clear that White can
achieve any advantage after 9 ...
&Ybb6 either.

Timman - Karpov

London 1984

1 e4 ed

2 HF3 4)eb

3 d4 exd4

4 Oxdd  &Hf6

S &yxcbé bxcb

6 €5 We?

7 ‘Ye2 &HdS

8 c4 Qab

9 Wed

White wastes no time in
breaking the pin. A less well
analysed idea is also possible: 9
g3"? g6 (9 ... f6 10 e6! dxe6 11
Oh3 with an unclear position)
10 Og2 Qg7 11 0-0 0-0 12 Hel
Hae8 13 Had £6 (not 13 ... (Yxe5?!
14 Oxd5! cxd5 15 $hé winning

material; but 13 ... §\b6 14 Wc2!
®cS 15 Of4 QxeS 16 Qh6 Qg7 17
Oxg7 Bxg7 18 W3+ Heg8 19 b4
is unclear according to van der
Wiel) 14 ¥c2! 567! (14 ... Sbd
15 ¥b3 fxeS5 16 Qd2 b8 17 HbS
&YAS! 18 exdS HxbS 19 ¥ad Qb7
with an equal position accord-
ing to Nikolic) 15 eb c5 16 £bS
dxe6 17 &xa7 Qxcd 18 Qe3 Hf7
19 Hadl and White has the
better chances, van der Wiel -
Nikolic, Tilburg 1992.
9 .. &Hbb

Black can also choose to
repeat moves here with 9 ..
46 10 te2 £\dS, as we saw in
the game Timman - Karpov,
Amsterdam 1985, in chapter 10.

10 &\d2

Other continuations lead to
an equal game:

a) 10 Qd3 Oxc4! 1 Qxcd d5=
ECO

b) 10 43 and now:

bl 10 ... 0-0-0 11 5 Qxf1 12
cxb6 Qab 13 bxc7 intending
Qf4x Randvir - Raisa, USSR
1961.

b) 10 ... f5 11 ¥nf5 Qxcd 12
Oxcd &xcd 13 0-0 g6 14 Wed
Web6 is unclear, Sveshnikov -
Zaitsev, USSR 1975.
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10 .. 0-0-0 (103

A standard manoeuvre in
such positions. The king is
fairly safe on the queenside and
Black can eventually unravel his
pieces after ... d5 and ... f6.

1 oS

The text move signals an all-
out assault on the king. White's
alternatives at this point were
examined (by transposition) in
the previous chapter (see Tim-
man - Karpov, Amsterdam
1985). It is important that the
reader keeps a close eye out for
such transpositions in his or
her own games.

n .. Qxfi
12 cxbb6 Qab
13 bxa?

&b7 (104)

WSO T

Following the series of
exchanges Black has few prob-
lems; he can use the a7-pawn
as shelter for his own king and
delay capturing it until the
endgame, whilst White's mon-
arch is trapped in the centre of
the board.

14 4\b3 fe!

Black immediately takes

steps to open up the position.
15 f4

If White sacrifices the e-
pawn he is left with an unsat-
isfactory ending due to Black's
powerful central pawn mass: 15
0d2 ¥xeS 16 ¥xeS fxeS 17
0-0-0 d5 18 &5+ &bo 19 bd

QbSIF.
15 .. fxeS
16 fxeS He8
17 (Of4 Whi+

It is ironic that after all of
White's early aggression it is
Black who now «eates a
strong attack against the white
king. It is less precise for Black
to enter the endgame: 17 ..
¥b4a+ 18 Wixba+ Oxbd+ 19 hdl
Hhf8 and Black is only slightly
better.

18 g3 Wh5
19 Bcl a8
20 h4 ds!

Karpov displays commend-
able energy in conducting his
offensive. This is much more
difficult to meet than the
greedy: 20 ... §d6?! 21 HcS5 QxeS
22 OxeS (22 HxeS HxeS 23 {xe5
He8) 22 ... d5 23 g4 HxeS5 24
gxh5 Hxed+ 25 Qd1IF.
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21 el
White tries to keep €5 well
protected or else he would run
into an exchange sacrifice: 21
W2 HxeS+ (21 ... 51D 22 Qxe5
WixeS+ 23 BF2 (23 BHdl Wh5+) 23

.. §d6F.
21 .. gs
22 QOxgS Qb4+
23 &f2 Bhf8+
24 Qg2 (105

24 ... BxeS!

A fitting coup de gréce to
Black's impressively managed
attack, smashing a hole in
White's fortress.

25 WxeS Wf3+
26 Sh2 W2+
o-1

White resigned in view of 27
&h3 OB+ 28 g4 Hf3+ 29 g3
Wixg3 mate.

Conclusion

It would appear that 9 We4 is
not sufficient to promise White
anything from the opening.
Since White has interesting
possibilities after both 9 b3 and
9 £Yd2 these variations are the
ones to which White should
turn.
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One of the main advantages of
the Mieses Variation is that
after 4 .. &6 Black has very
few means of avoiding the main
line with 8 ... Qa6 or 8 ... £Ybb.
This chapter deals with these
few deviations, which are rarely
seen in tournament play, and
not without good reason.

Smagin - Murey

Vienna 1991
1 e4 e5
2 &Xf3 A )
3 d4 exd4
4 4OHxd4d OHf6
S @xc6 bxcé
6 We7
7 ﬁez &\dS
8 c4 Wba+

With this check Black avoids
the fashionable and heavily
analysed variations after 8 ..
Qab or 8 ... £ b6. However, the
queen soon becomes a target
on b4 and White is able to
quickly mobilize his pieces.

9 4Hyd2 &Hf4
10 We3 (106)

Prior to this game, White
invariably played 10 ¥e4 here.
After 10 ... &6 11 (e2 Black

can choose between:
a 11 .. a5 12 0-0 a4 13 &3

(e7 14 Hb1 0-0 15 £)d4 Exd4 16
Wixd4= Botterill - Rumens,
Birmingham 1975.

b) 11 ... Qb7 and now:

bl 12 0-0 5 13 ¥e3 &4 14
Qd3 Qe7 15 &edt Estrin -
Levenfish, USSR 1950.

b2) 12 a3 ¥bo 13 0-0 5 14
wWe3 (e7 15 f4 &¥d4 16 Qd3%
Estrin - Sinser, Moscow 1968.

FLIY [
X %1/1%1

%
7.

W
7

10 .. &\eb

11 §d3  ¥b6
12 g3

The centralization of the
knight by 12 &4 fails to
achieve anything after 12 ..
Qb4+ 13 0d2 Wxe3+ 14 fxe3=.

12 .. ds?!

This works out badly for

Black so he should have tried



either 12 ... Qe7 or 12 ... d6.
13 0-0 aS
14 Ohi!
A preliminary measure to
allow the f-pawn to advance.

14 .. h5
15 h4 g6
16 &3

The plan of f4-f5 is aband-
oned as Black is now ready to
meet f4~f5. However, in doing
so he made serious concessions
and it is now the dark-square
weaknesses around the king
that come under scrutiny.

16 &S

An attempt to establish a
blockade on the fS-square
would backfire: 16 ... §g7? 17
Oxgb! fxgb 18 Wxgo+ &d8 19
Qg5++-. Now, however, 17
Qxgb is well met by 17 ... Hg8.

17  Qe3 Wb4

If 17 ... ¥xb2 18 Qd4 ¥b4 19
eb Hg8 20 exf7+ Oxf7 21 £S5+
and Black is left in a miserable
position.

i8 a3

b3 (107)

19 Qxg6!
This tremendous shot allows
White to rip a hole in Black's
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flimsy defences.
19 He8
It is hopeless to capture the
bishop: 19 .. fxgb 20 ¥xgo+
&d8 21 YF6++-.
Oxf7

20 QOxf7+
21 eb+!

The tactical point of White's
play is revealed. The king has
to defend g8 so more open
lines are created.

-21 .. Pxeb

Forced, in view of 21 ... £xeb
22 He5+ Be7 23 Wixg8+-. How-
ever, the development of the
bishop comes too late to save
Black; too much time has been
spent on moving the queen and
knight backwards and forwards
and on weakening pawn moves.

22 Wxc7+ Sdgb

Other possibilities bring no
joy to Black:

a) 22 ... A7 23 £S5+ Be8 24
&wd7 Qxd7 25 Hfel+-.

b) 22 ... He8 23 Wxch++-.

c 22 ... Qe7 23 Oxc5+-.

23 &HeS+ SfS
If 23 ... &f6 24 (d4! is deci~

sive.
24 LHxcb g4

The best chance; preparing
to meet 25 4Yd4+ with 25 ..
Hxd4 removing a key attacking
piece. Obviously bad is 24 ..
Bxcd 25 HeS+ Bgo 26 WgS+
Sh7 (26 ... BF7 27 SeSH 27

Wxh5+ g7 28 Qdd++-.
25 (9xc5 Ixhd+
26 &gl Seb
27 &e5+ Bf6

28 L3 (108)
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A more precise method is 28
Qxf8 Hxf8 29 QY3 Wixf3 30 gxf3
Hg8+ 31 Wg3+-.

This remarkable move must
have come as something of a
shock to White. Black hopes to
exploit the open lines which
would appear around the white
king after 29 gxf3 Qxc5 30 Hfel
(30 ¥xc5?? Hg8+) 30 ... Xg8+ 3t
Dft Oh3+ 32 Je2 He8+ 33 Hd2
Hdd+ 34 Gc3 Hixca+ 35Gb3t.

29 (Oxf8! QHg4

After 29 .. Exf8 30 gxf3!

transposes to the note to

White's 28th move.
30 We7+ &FS
31 Wh7+! De5

There is no way out now: 31
.. Hgb 32 d¥xgo+ SHxgb 33
gxf3+-; or 31 ... Bf6 32 Qe7++-.
32 @Hfel+ &d4
33 Hadi+ 1-0
Black resigned in view of the
classic king hunt: 33 ... &xc4 34
Hct+ BbS 35 Wb7+ Had 36 Wch+
Sb3 37 Hc3+ Hxb2 38 Hc2+ Fb3
39 Xbl mate. The most remark-
able feature of this game is
that Black's king avoided

checkmate for as long as it did!

In the next game we exam-
ine alternatives to 6 ... ¥e7. As
we have seen, after 7 t¥e2 both
sides have difficulties in devel-
oping their kingside pieces, but,
as the following game shows,
neither 6 ... £S5 nor 6 .. {4
promise Black an equal game
so he should go in for 6 ... &e7
regardless.

Stanisevski - Gordienko

Corr 1987
1 e4 eS
2 &3 &Xcb
3 d4 exd4
4 &Oyxdd &6
5 &yxc6 bxcb
6 €5 &HdS

The omission of 6 ... t4e7 7
we2 makes it easier for White
to develop his king's bishop.
Neither does 6 ... £¥4 promise
Black an equal game:

a) 7 ¥f3 and now:

al) 7...45 8 Ocd &6 9 0-0
¥h4 10 £\d2+ Wade - Balanel,
Bucharest 1954,

a2) 7 .. &g5 8 ¥g3 £He6 9
0d3 d5 10 0-0 g6 11 §d2 f5 12
&Yo3t Bednarski - Prame-
shuber, Kecskemet 1964.

al) 7 ... %h4 8 g3 (8 Qe2!?) 8
. 6gS 9 We2 (9 We3? Wd4 10
Qg2 &e6= Troianescu - Radu-
lescu, Romania 1955) 9 ... ¥e4 10
Oxg5 txhl 11 63 hé (1 ... Qb4
12 0-0-0 QOxc3 13 bxc3 ¥xh2 14
Wf3!t Hiinerkopf - Klundt,



West Germany 1983/84; 11 ..
a5? 12 0-0-0 Qab 13 tg4! 1-0
Richter - Kosmata, Czechoslo-
vakia 1977) 12 Of4 ¥xh2 13 Hed
Qe7 14 0-0-0 0-0 15 Wf3t
Gusamov - Efimov, USSR 1959.

b) 7 Qe3 d5 8 exd6 cxd6 9
0d3&Y6 10 0-0 Qe7 11 c4 0-0 12
&x3 Qeb 13 Hel dS 14 oxdS
&wdS 15 &HxdS OxdS 16 W2t
Timman - Korchnoi, Sarajevo
1984.

7  h4? (109

Y IV 111

%

Han

%

? /%? ’ 1 o Y
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An experimental idea which
takes the game into relatively
uncharted territory. We have
already come across a similar
idea in chapter eight (Shirov -
Agdestein) where both 6 ... %e7
7 ¥e2 £Yd5 8 h4!? and 8 c4 &6
9 4¥d2 a5 10 h4 are discussed.
White's idea is to prevent Black
from playing .. ¥h4 and to
support QgS. White also has
chances of an advantage after
the more standard alternatives:

a 7 Qd3 d6 8 exd6b cxdé6 9
0-0 Qe7 10 Qed W7 11 OxdS
cxd5 12 £33t Arseniev ~ Vese-
lov, USSR 1960.

b) 7 c4 &\bb and now:
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b)) 8 £\c3 We7 9 We2 Qab 10
e Web 11 b3 Qb4 12 0d2 QOxc3
13 Oxc3 d5 14 W3 dxcd 1S Je2
0-0 16 0~0 Had8 17 Hfel Hfe8 18
Hacl 5 19 Qf1 £)dS 20 bxcd (20
Oxcd Qxcd 21 bxcd b4 in-
tending §\c6-d4=) 20 ... S\b4 21
Qxb4d cxbd 22 We3 -4 Ljubo-
jevic - Spassky, Montreal 1979.

b2) 8 (d3! Qab 9 0-0 (9 Ye2
Qe7 10 0-0 0-0 11 &3 He8 12
tgd and White is slightly
better according to Keres) 9 ...
Oxcd 10 Oxcd Hxcd 11 gd
&b 12 &3 £\dS 13 £xd5 cxdS
14 Qg5 ¥Wb8 15 Hadl ¥bHS 16
Bfelt Padevski - Witkowski,
Laibach 1955.

7 . dé

In his analysis of the game
(upon which these notes are
based) Velickovic suggests 7 ...
We7 which transposes to the
variation 6 ... ¥e7 7 ¥e2 £\d5 8
h4 after 8 ¥e2. Indeed, the
analysis given in the notes to
Shirov - Agdestein in chapter
eight would indicate that this is
Black's best chance here.

8 c4 &\bb

After 8 ... £¥7 9 exd6 cxd6
10 £Y:3 White can concentrate
his forces on the weak pawn at
db.

9 <

A spectacular idea hoping to
open lines against the black
king. A more natural course
was the solid 9 exd6 Qxdé6 (9 ...
cxde 10 Wf3t) 10 Qg5 fo 1l
Qe3%.

9 .. £\d5
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The prospect of triple c-
pawns in an ending has little
appeal: 9 .. dxc5 10 ¥xd8+
&xd8 1153,

10 Q0bs

It is also possible to make
use of the h-pawn with 10 Qg5:

a) 10 ... ¥d7 11 exd6 cxd6 12
Qcat We6+ (12 ... dxc5 13 0-01)
13 B2 &d7 14 Hel W5 15 We2t.

b) 10 ... f6 11 exf6 &Hxfot.

o 10 .. Qe7 11 ¥ad Od7 (11 ...
Wd7 12 Qxe7 &yxe7 13 £Xc3 dxe5
14 Hd1l g4 15 WaSit) 12 exdb
cxd6 (12 ... Oxg5S 13 hxg5 Wxg5
14 £d2!%) 13 exdb OxgS 14 hxgs

WxgS 15 &d2! 0-0 16 0-0-O!
intending ¥h4t.
10 .. 0d7

Almost an automatic reac-
tion to White's threat; the
alternatives are no better:

a) 10 ... cxbS 11 ¥xdS Qeb 12
oo+ 0d7 13 Wed dxcS (13 ..
dxe5 14 Qe3't) 14 Qg5 intending
&¥3 and 0-0-0.

b) 10 ... &7 11 W3 Od7 (1 ...
dS 12 Qa4 Hb8 13 a3) 12 Qad
dxe5 13 £Y3 with the idea of
Qe3 and 0-0-0%.

11 eb We77?!

Here Black should take up
the gauntlet by accepting the
pawn sacrifice: 11 ... fxe6 12 §d3
Qe7 (12 ... £)f6 13 g4) 13 Whs+
&f8 with an unclear position.

12 ¥xd5! (110

A scintillating  sacrifice,
audaciously giving up the queen
with only one other piece
developed. However, White is
soon able to box in the black

queen.

12 .. cxdS

Of course, 12 ... fxeb 13 {F3!
wins due to the potentially
loose rook on a8.

13 (xd7+ &d8
14 Qg5 fo
15 &3 cb
There is no easy way out: 15
.. fxg5 16 &HxdS gxhd 17 &xe?
QOxe7 18 Fh3't.
16 (f4 dxc5

Other means of obtaining an
escape square for the queen are
flawed:

a 16 .. gb 17 cxd6 g7 18
Oxch HcB 19 OxdS+-.

b) 16 ... g5 17 (Ixd6! g7 18
Oxcb BB 19 OxdS HExc5 (19 ...
Qe7 20 Ob3+-) 20 PxcS QxcS 21
0-0-0¢t.

17 Hed! (111)
17 ... dxed?!

Black finally buckles under
the strain. The only way to
prolong the struggle was 17 ...
a5!? to free the rook. Other
defences are also unsatisfac-
tory:

a 17 .. g5? 18 &yxgS? (8
hxg5!) 18 ... Yg7 19 N7+ WxF7



jizfé

%@ﬁz 7

/

(19 .. @e? 20 Qdé mate) 20 exf7
Oxd7-+.
b) 17 ... c4 18 4Yd6 Wyxd6 19
Oxd6 QOxd6 20 Pxobt.
18 0-0-0 c4
19 (Oxc6+ &8
20 Hd7 Wxeb
2i HRc7+ &d8
22 Adi+
The dormant rook joins in
the attack with devastating
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consequences.
2 .. 0d6
23 Hxd6+ Wxdé
24 (Oxd6 Hc8
25 HAd7+ Ge8
26 Qa4 1-0
Conclusion

The main merit of deviations in
this chapter is to avoid the
main lines. After 8 .. W¥bd+
White is quickly able to mob-
ilize his forces, as Smagin
showed, whilst 6 ... £d5 and 6
.. &4 allow White good chan-
ces of advantage. The specula-
tive line 6 ... £Yd5 7 h4!? leads
to very complicated play; 7 c4
&6 8 Od3 is a safe alternative
which guarantees a slight
advantage.



13 Neo-Mieses Variation

Apart from the Mieses Vari-
ation, White has several other
possibilities after 4 ... &6 S
&b bxch which are consider-
ed in this chapter. However,
neither 6 ¥d4, 6 §d3 nor 6 £d2
are sufficiently testing to force
an advantage, although they are
suitable for those who wish to
avoid a theoretical battle in one

of the main lines.
Papp - Csapo
Hungary 1981
1 e4 eS
2 43 &\eb
3 d4 exd4
4 4OHy«d4  OHF6
S &yxcb bxcéh
6 Wd4 (2

An unusual line which might
be successful if used as a
surprise weapon. The queen
supports e4 and White intends
to discourage the freeing ... d5
in view of the formation £\c3,
Qg5 followed by 0-0-0. Black
should, however, be able to
equalize without too much
difficulty.

The other alternatives to 6
e5 lead the game in a different

direction:

a) 6 0d3 and now:

a 6 ... d6 7 0-0 (e7 8 &3
0-0 9 h3 &\d7 10 (e3 (36 11 B2
He8 12 Hadit Hoen - Vasquez,
Skopje 1972.

a2 6 ... Oc5 7 e5! £)d5 8 0-0
0-0 945\d2! &4 10 5ed Sxd3 1
Wnd3 Je7 12 Of4.

a3) 6 ... d5! 74\d2 (7 £3 Qb4
transposes to the Scotch Four
Knights but White can also
consider 7 exd5!?) 7 ... §d6 8 h3
0-0 9 0-0 He8 10 Hel 5b7 11 Bt
Qf4 12 exdS cxdS 13 £Y3 Oxcl 14
Hxe8+ Bxe8 15 Wxcl Yad 16 b3
Whb4 17 %d2 ¥4d6 18 Hel a5 19 ad
c5 20 Bgl B 21 Wg5 ho 22
WeS HA8 23 ¥xd6+ Hxd6 24
6Yd2 He6 25 Gft= Gunnarsson -
Ernst, Reykjavik 1990.

b) 6 £Yd2 and now:

bl) 6 ... d6 7 Od3 (7 Je2!? gb
8 0-0 Qg7 9 f4 0-0 10 Qf3%)
7 ... gb 8 0-0 Og7 9 &3 0-0 10
Qg5 h6= Bilek - Szabo, Buda-
pest 1954.

b2) 6 ... d5 7 exdS cxd5 8
QbS5+ §d7 9 (xd7+ ¥xd7 10 0-0
Qe7 11 &3 0-0 12 Qg5 Hfe8 (12
... h6!?) 13 Hel 6 (Tartakower -
Wolf, Germany 1922) 14 &5
b7 15 Wf3 gives White a small



6 .. d6!?

This is rather passive; Black
prepares to develop his king-
side and then to strike out with
... €5, The alternatives are worth
investigating.

a) 6 ... d5 7 43 and now:

al) 7 ... Qe6 8 Qg5 Qe7 9 exdS
cxd5 10 QbS+ Qd7 11 Qxfe Qxfé
12 ¥e3+ Qe7 13 0-0-0 b 14 Fhel
ab 15 Qxob! Oxcb 16 £xd5 OxdS
17 HxdS ¥c7 18 HeS Ha7 19
Hxe7+ $xe7 20 Wd2 1-0 Thomas
- Arrantes, Corr 1987.

a2) 7 ... Qe7 8 exd5 0-0 9 (f4
cxd5 10 0-0-0 c5 11 WeS Qeb=
Sax - Byrne, Amsterdam 1970.

b) 6 .. ¥e7 7 {3 ¥bd 8
we5+ Qe7 9 9d3 0-0 10 0-0 ¥d6
11 %FS5 te6 12 WaS! dS 13 Hel d4
14 He2 ¢S5 15 e5t 4Yd5 16 &\g3
He8 17 9d2 Qb7 18 c4! dxc3 19
bxc3 ¥bbo 20 Yad Web 21 f4 ¥c8
22 £5 &\bb 23 Wgd Hh8 24 HhS
Hg8 25 6 We8 26 £¥f4 (intend-
ing 27 exf7 and 28 §\g6+) 26 ...
Bf8 27 fo Qxfo 28 ¥f5 1-0

- Thomas - Crusi, Corr 1987.

c) 6 .. c5 7 ¥e3 intending

&3, §d2 and 0-0-0%.
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7 &3 Qe?
8 h3

White introduces a safe-
guard against ... {\g4 in order
to develop the bishop on e3.

8 .. 0-0
9 (el cS

Now that the king has
moved to safety, Black chases
the queen from its central
outpost and prepares to
counter-attack  against the
ed4-pawn.

10 a4 Q8d7
11 WaS!

The queen looks out of play
here but it can no longer be
attacked and fixes the black
queenside pawns. If White can
advance with e5 the black
cS-pawn will now be lost.

1n .. Qcb 113

12 0-0-0
White must mobilize his
forces quickly or Black will be
able to take advantage of his
king's central position. The
threats of 13 e5 and 13 Qxc5
force Black to act forcefully.

12 .. &yxed
13 4xed  (xed
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14 (xcS

Although Black has managed
to dispense with one of his
doubled pawns, White still
enjoys the better chances and
his queen now looks very well
placed on a5.

14 .. We8?!

An instinctive response to
break the pin and create some
counterplay. Black intends 15 ...
Web with a double attack
against c2 and g2. However, he
should have preferred 14 ... {f6.

15 0d4 cS

Black is obliged to change
track as the white bishop's
influence on g7 allows a tac-
tical trick after 15 .. ¥o6 16
0d3! Oxg2? 17 Hhgl f6 18 ¥WhS
hé6 (18 ... f519 f3+-; 18 ... Qed 19
QOxed ¥xed 20 Hgel+-) 19
Wigb+-.

16 (0bS! Wc8

If 16 ... Qc6 White can in-
crease the pressure by 17 Qxc6
Wxch 18 W3

17 Bhel 945
18 g4 Qg5+
19 Qe3 Wxf2
20 Wd2!
The ending offers White

excellent prospects after he
wins back the pawn with a
finesse.

20 ... Oxe3

21 Hxe3 (114)

21 ... wf4?
Black is understandably

reluctant to enter the ending
after 21 ... ¥xd2+ 22 Hxd2 dS 23
Qcb Had8 24 c4't; but this was

114

22 n1f1 BeS
23 Qcb Hab8
24 Hxed

White captures the piece,
having accurately calculated
that Black's series of checks
lead nowhere.

24 ... Wxb2+
25 &di a3

26 Wd3  Wxa2
27 (d5

Naturally, White takes steps
to restrict the black forces in
order to release the pressure
on his own king. He identifies
f7 as Black's Achilles’ Heel and
rapidly consolidates his posi-
tion.

27 ... wWa5
28 Qe2! Gh8
29 Hxf7 al
30 Wf3 Ofe8
31 QRee7
By a neat twist, defence has
been turned into attack.

31 .. He8
32 HAxa7 WeS+
33 Wed Hge8
34 Hae7 Hxe?7

35 HOxe7 ®h2+



36
37
38
39
40
44

g2

&d3
We3

We2

w4
Wh2+
gl
wdi+
Wi+
1-0
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Conclusion

White's early divergencies are
not dangerous if Black re-
sponds actively with 6 ... dS.
However, if Black reacts care—
lessly White may be able to
establish his superiority early
on.



14 Steinitz Variation: 4 ... ¥h4

By far the most aggressive
Black defence against the
Scotch is Steinitz's 4 .. th4.
Black immediately counter-
attacks against the white e
pawn but in doing so goes
against a basic principle of
opening play: do not bring your
queen out too early. Despite
this, Black's move is surpris-
ingly difficult to refute, as the
following games show. How-
ever, White can hope for a clear
advantage if he is well pre-
pared.

Azmaiparashvili - Hector

San Sebastian 1991
1 ed eS
2 &3 &b
3 d4 exd4
4 4OHxd4 Whia
S &3 115

This is the move which
causes Black the most prob-
lems; White aims for rapid
development and is not afraid
of sacrificing the e4-pawn. The
main alternative is 5 £\b5 which
is examined in the next illus-
trative game, but other moves
have also been tested:

7. 7.
gal A 74
% VA
2 DY

a 5 &Ko
dxcb 7 0-0 Qeb 8 &3 (Radulov
- Zuckerman, Vrsac 1973) 8 ..
eh4! 9 Hel OcS5 10 g3 ¥d4F.

b) 5 HF37 Wxed+ 6 Qe2 We?!
7 &3 &6 8 Qg5 Wd8! 9 £S5
Qe7 and Black is slightly better
according to Evans.

o) S¥d3?! £YF6 and now:

cD 6 &3 Obd 7 &b dxch
transposes to c43.

c2) 6 £Hb5 Hd8 7 6¥d2 QS 8
g3 ¥h5 9 Qe Wb 10 £3 d6 1
&¥03? b4 12 ¥4d1 Syxed-+.

c3) 6 &2 g4t 7 g3 Wif6 8
&3 (8 HHAE3 &YoeS 9 We2 QcS
and Black is winning according
to Winter) 8 ... £ce5 9 ¥c3 (9
b3 c5) 9 ... Ob4 0-1 Prugel -
Dyckhoff, 1930.

c4) 6 &Yxob dxocb and now:

c4d) 7 e5?4\g4 8 g3 ®h5 9 f4



Oc5%F.
c42) 7 £Yd2 (c5 8 g3 WhS 9
£3 (e6 10 (92 d8 1l We2 0-0 12
c3 Hfe8 13 b4 Qb6 14 Qb2
&dS!-+ Milovic - Muir, Corr
1968.

c43) 7 &3 Ob4d 8 Qd2 Oxc3
8 .. 0-01?) 9 Oxc3 &wxed 10
wd4 ¥e7 11 0-0-0 ¥g5+? (11 ..
Owc3 12 Wixg? Swa2+ 13 bt
Hf8 14 Hxa2 with an unclear
position) 12 f4! ¥xfa+ 13 Qd2
Wegd 14 Wd8+ Hxd8 15 Qg5+
Ge8 16 Hd8 mate Maczuski -
Kolisch, Paris 1864.

d 5 Qe3 ¥xed 6 £2 (for 6
&YbS see note to move S in the
next main game) and now:

dD 6 ... thg6?! 7 £bS &Yb4 8
W3 S xc2+ 9 Gdi Hxal 10 Hd3!
o6 (10 ... ¥xd3? 1l Hxc7+ Hd8
12 QgS++-) 11 ¥xcb6 bxob 12
&wc7+ Bd8 13 & xaB8+- Roth -
Schleiffer, Corr 1984.

d2) 6 .. We7 7 Qe2 (7 &S
d5'F) 7 ... &xd4? (7 ... d5) 8
Oxdd &6 9 0-0 Wd8 10 el
Be7 11 §d3 0-0 12 ¥e2 and the
bishops are a potent attacking
force, Krutikhin - Ishmbaev,
Kirgistan Ch 1957.

e) 5 &5 Wixed+ 6 He3 X6
7 Od3¥h4 (7 ... ¥e5!?) 8 0-0 d5
9 Of5 (b 10 Hel 0-0-0F Del-
mar - Steinitz, New York 1894.

S .. Ob4
6 Q(e2

White has no sensible means
of defending the e-pawn so
elects to sacrifice it for active
play. Also possible is 6 &bS
txed+ 7 Qe2 transposing to the
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main line, but not worth seri-
ous consideration is 6 &f3?!
Wxed+ 7 Qe2 £Xf6 8 0-0 Yxc3 9
bxc3 0-0 10 &H\g5 WeS 11 ¥d3 db
12 f4 WaS 13 £5 §d7F Hadiitofi -
Levy, Siegen Ol 1970.

6 .. Wxed

It hardly makes sense for
Black not to take the pawn
immediately:

a) 6 .. &6 7 0-0 Oxc3 8
&S (8 bxc3 &Hxed 9 0d3 &yxd4
10 cxd4 d5 U Qa3 Qeb 12 c4
Y% Thorhallsson - Mitkov,
Cappelle la Grande 1993) 8 ...
Wxed 9 (Od3 Wgd 10 £3 Wad 1l
bxc3 0-0 12 & g7 Sxg7 13
Oho+ QhB (13 ... Hxho6 14 Yd2+
D7 15 Wg5+ Bh8 16 Wxfo+ Hg8
17 ¥g5+ Hh8 18 ¥h6+-) 14 Oxf8
%15&&&9&16%6@8 17
QS it 18 C WeS 19 WFh
20 (f6+ &ypd6 21 Wixfor Bg8 22
YeS+ 1-0 Vukovic - Mozetic,
Yugoslav Ch 1992.

b) 6 ... &ge? 7 00 §xc3 8
bxc3 §yxd4 9 Wxd4 d6 10 £4 0-0
11 Hbl &b 12 ¥d3 Hb8 13 FbS
We7 14 He5 f6 15 HhS £5 16 §f3
R4f6 17 h3 hé 18 g4 fxgd 19 hxgs
g6 20 g5 hxg5 21 Hxg5 Who 22
HhS ¥go+ 23 HgS Who 24 Hf2
Qe6 25 Hifg2 Hf7 26 Ih2 ¥fe 27
e5! &xeS 28 th7+ B8 29 HxeS
dxeS 30 Wh8+ e7 31 Qa3+ c5 32
Oxc5+ &d7 33 ¥xb8+- H.
Olafsson - Hector, Copenhagen

1992,
7 &S &Hf6
Until recently, attention has
focused on 7 ... Oxc3+ 8 &3
Wd4 (8 ... ¥e7!? with the idea of
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9 &\bS ¥d8) 9 (§d3 £Yb4 10 0-0!
&yd3 11 \bS Wicd 12 $rxd3 Wrxd3
13 cxd3 &d8 14 Of4 d6 15 Hacl
08d7 16 &yxc7 Hc8 when the
position is equal according to
Harding and Botterill, but it is
more logical for White to
deprive his opponent of castling

rights with 8 bxc3! &d8 9 0-0°

&ge? 10 §d3 (10 Qf31?) 10 ..
Wh4 11 Hel £5 12 Qa3 W6 13 Wd2
ab 14 £Yl4t De Greef - Lane,
Wik aan Zee 1992. Black’s
innovation offers the queen's
rook in return for an attack.
8 0-0

White sensibly declines the
proferred material and concen-
trates on his development.
Instead, 8 &xc7+ §d8 9 & xaB
Wixg2 (9 ... £d4 10 0-0 Oxc3 1
Qd3+-) 10 Of3 He8+ 11 Qe3 ¥h3
12 (xcb bxcb (12 ... Hxe3+? 13
fxe3 Wyxed+ 14 ¥e2 (Qxc3+ 15
bxc3 ¥xc3+ 16 Hf2t) 13 We2
éYdS 14 0-0-0 &xe3 15 fxe3
Wixe3d+ 16 B¥xe3 Hxe3 leaves an
unclear position according to

Azmaiparashvilli.
8 .. Oxc3
9 bxc3

Normally White would avoid
saddling himself with doubled
pawns in this fashion, but here
they give White attacking
options on the b-file while the
important d4-square is con-
trolled. If instead the pawn
structure is kept intact, White's
momentum would peter out: 9
&wc3!? Wd4! 10 b5 wxdi 1
Hxdl &d8 12 §f4 db6 with an

unclear position.
9 .. &ds8
10 Qe3 Be8 (116)
The best chance for Black
was to activate the queenside
rook by 10 ... d6, ... Qe6, ... A7
and ... Hae8, although he must
always be wary of a disruptive
sacrifice on d6. If Black tries to
dislodge the powerful knight
from bS then he runs into
trouble: 10 ... a6 11 Of3 (11 H\d6?!
Beb 12 £ yxcB Hxc8 with a very
slight edge to White) 11 ... ¥e5
12 é{dd &yxdd 13 Qxd4 and
White is better according to
Azmaiparashvilli

116

12 ¥l
It is essential for White to
avoid an exchange of queens in
order to maintain his attacking
chances.

12 .. wWfS
13 a3 dé
14 Radi
White has  successfully

managed to activate the whole
of his army whilst Black's
forces remain largely dormant.
A sacrifice on d6 is now firmly



on the horizon.
14 ... He7
1S c4
White now begins to batter
Black's defensive bastions; the

immediate threat is 16 c5.
15 ... QJeb
16 Qf3!

Black had prepared 16 c5 dS
17 c4 Bd7 with a firm defensive
barrier but White does not
allow him this. Clearly Black
cannot accept the pawn sac-
rifice: 16 ... Qxcd 17 Hxd6 cxd6
18 Qxcb bxo6 (18 ... d5 19 Qbo+)
19 ¥xd6+ &7 (19 . ¥d7 20
Qb6+ axbe 21 %xe7++— 19 .
Hd7 20 W8+ Hc7 21 YWxa8+-)
20 Qb6+ axbb 21 Hxe7 Qeb (21 ...
QdS 22 c4) 22 Zxd7+ Qxd7 23
wfg+ @c? 24 ¥xa8+-.
ad7z
17 Oxc6  bxcéb
18 @d‘i Whs (17)

19 QgS!'
A  brilliant stroke which

places Black in grave difficul-
ties. If now 19 ... ¥xgS 20 Hxe6
WicS 21 Yab Wixd4 22 Hxd4 fxeb
23 ¥xc6 Hb8 24 h3 wins for
White. Black oould have
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wriggled on after the less
forcing 19 &xob+ He8 20 £\d4

He7t.
19 .. c5
20 QOxfe6+ gxfé
21 &b+ He8
22 ¥b2

White is ready to penetrate
via b7 or f6.

22 .. th4
23 Wb7 Had8
24 nd3t 1-0
In this hopeless position

Black resigned. One possible
finish is 24 ... Wxcd 25 He3 Hf8
26 Hxd8 Exd8 27 ¥xc7 Hd7 28
Wb8+ He7 29 He8 £S5 30 ¥f8+
Dfo6 31 Wg7+ He7 32 @g5+ f6 33
Wg7 mate.

Instead of S5 4X3 White
often tries 5 &\b5, but Black
has more defensive resources
in this instance, as the next
game shows.

Milu - Dumitrache

Romania 1991
1 e4 eS
2 43 &\cb
3 d4 exd4
4 4Hxd4d Wh4
S &bS OcS 118

Black has two main alter-
natives:
Y a5..Hxed+?! and now:
V al 6 Je2 &d8 7 0-0 ab 8
N3 WeS 945! &6 (9 ... axb5
10 Of4 ¥xb2 11 Qxc7+ He8 12
&\ob a3 13 Hel Qe7 14 QxbS
8 15 & xa8 Wxa8 16 Jd6! Has



132 Steinitz Variation: 4 ... $%h4

17 OxcH bxod 18 Qxe7+ &yxe7 19
Wd6 WgS 20 Wc7+-) 10 Hbxc?
&4 11 OF3 S yxdS 12 £ xdS &eb
13 Hel ¥d4 14 We2 0d6 15 Qe3
Wixb2 16 Fabl xa2 17 £\c3 a3
18 Hb3 §xh2+ 19 Hxh2 @d6+ 20
gl 1-0 Herbert - Biyiasis,
Canadian Ch 1978.
a2) 6 Qe3 and now:

6 ... Qbd+? 7 HA2 Oxd2+
8 Wxd2 &d8 9 0-0-0 ¥eb 10
OF4 d6 1l Oxd6! cxdb 12 Sxd6
Wixa2 13 £b5+ Be8 14 H\c7+ BF8

15 Wd6+ &\ge7 16 Byd8+ &\xd8 17

Exd8 mate, Grimshaw - Stein-
itz, London 1890.

6 .. &5 7 &2 dS 8
&Y3 We7 9 WxdS Qeb 10 Yed
(10 ¥Wd2!?) 10 ... £Y6 11 ¥h4 ab 12
&3 &bd 13 Hdd 0-0-0F
OHanlon - Mikenas, Buenos
Aires 1939.

N b) 5. b4+ 6 d2 and now:

J bD 6 .. txed+ 7 Qe2 thxg2?
7 .. &d8?) 8 (Of3 Qxd2+ 9
dwd2 ¥Wh3 10 Qxob6 bxcd 11
Exc7+ &d8 12 & xa8+- Gal-
lagher - Costa, Berne 1991.

N b2 6 ... Oc5! 7 ¥e2 db 8 g3
when Black has:

V b2D) 8 ... %d8 9 Je3 (Ixe3 10
Wxe3 &6 11 HHic3 0-0 12 0-0-0
He8 13 Qg2 (8d7 14 h3 a6 15 £\d4
&wxd4 16 ¥ixd4 Ocb -2 Bar-
bero - Wells, Graz 1991.

vV b22) 8 .. ¥e7 9 HIc3 &6 10
&5 & xd5 11 exdS £e5 12 h3 ab
13 O 7+ Wxc? 14 f4 0-0 15
fxeS He8 16 c3 Qb4! 17 Oxb4
Hxe5 18 0-0-0 Hxe2 19 Qxe2
Wb6 20 Oc3 Wed+ 21 Hd2 OfS 22
g4 Oxc2 23 Hf1 Qg6 24 h4 Hc8

25 Of3 bS5 26 &di b4 27 ()d4
Oc2+ 28 Hxc2 Wd3+ 29 Hd2
wWxfl mate 0-1 Wiede - Wells,
London 1989.

/
%

6 ﬁeZ

White can also prevent the
mate by 6 ¥f3 when Black has:

a) 6 ... &6 7 Hxc7+ Gd8 8
£)xa8 HeB! 9 0d3 S xed 10 (xed
Hxed+ 11 Sf1 £)d4 12 ¥d3 b3
13 Qe3 Oxe3 14 fxe3 &yxal 15
£Y2 Had 16 Be2+-.

b) 6 ... £Xd4 and now:

b) 7 &Hxc7+ &Hd8 8 wf4
Owe2+ 9 Bdl Wxfa 10 Oxfa
&wal (10 ... d6 1 Gxc2 Hxc7 12
X3 Qeb 13 Ficl £)e7 14 Gl £xb
with an unclear position) 11
dwxaB8 dé 12 Qcd Jeb 13 Qxebd
fxeb 14 &3 &d7 15 £3 He7 16

&d2 &\b3+ 17 axb3 Hxa8 when
Black is slightly better accord-

ing to Novoselski.

b2) 74 xd4 Qxd4 8 <3 Qb6 9
Ed2 (9 §e31?) 9 ... d6 10 h3 ab 1
Ed Ba7 12 Je3 Oxe3 13 Wxe3
£¥6 14 (9d3 0-0 15 0-0 (eb 16
$yd2 ﬂaeS 17 £4 £¥17 18 Hael=.

. &Hf6

Black aims for a rapid de-

ployment of his kingside pieces,
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hoping to exploit the position 14 WxdS5 axb$S

of the white queen by ... He8. 15 QOxbS g4

Also possible is 6 ... &d4 7 16 h3

&wd4 (xd4 8 c3 gbb6 9 g3 Be? Now the black queen is

10 Qg2=. being chased all over the board
7 Qe3d! Qb4+ as White gains time.
8 &Hd2 QaS 16 .. wWh5

With the manoceuvre 7 .. 17 g4 &h4 (120)

Obd+ 8 &H6d2 QaS Black has
avoided having to displace his
king with .. &d8, but at the
cost of several tempi.
9 0-0-0 ab
10 e5 &\dS
1 &3 We4 (119
Black should prefer 11 ... ¥a4
as the text move loses time,
for example:
a) 12 B¥xdS ¥xa2! (12 ... axbS is
given in most sources) 13
@xc7+ (13 &¥3 Qxc3) 13 ..
Qxc7-+.
b) 12 £a3! Syxe3 (12 ... &Ydb4d Black's position collapses.

13 ¥cd) 13 ¥xe3 0-0 (13 ... b4 20 ... dé
14 ¥b3) 14 Qcat. 21 exdé6 wf6
—_— 22 d7 Oxd7
23 ¥xd7 Wf4+
24 &bl Wxc4
25 (Oxf8 OHxf8
26 &\eS Wab
27 WfS 0d2
28 a3 g6
29 &Hd7+ Ge8
30 We4d 1-0
Bl =2 Conclusion
12 Hg5!  Wad
13 Wf3 Whilst the Steinitz Variation
Black's careless eleventh can be us for Whlte lf
move has allowed White his he reacts carele 13’&»
own attack. play should le” him to

13 .. 0-0 claim an advantage with 5 §c3!.



15 Other Black Defences

This section deals with rare
fourth moves for Black. The
early queen sortie 4 .. ¥f6 is
inferior to the Steinitz Variation
as Black does not create any
pressure against the e-pawn,
while 4 ... g6, planning a king-
side fianchetto, is too slow if
White reacts energetically with
queenside castling and a king-
side attack.

Narodizky - Kempter

Moscow 1990
1 e4 eS
2 43 &\ch
3 d4 exd4

4 &OH)yxdd  Wf6!? (21

With this move order Black
hopes to transpose to the 4
0c5 5 Qe3 ®f6 lines having
avoided 5 £Yb3 and 5 &YS. The
immediate exchange on d4
allows White's queen to take
up a dominating post in the
centre, from which it is diffi-
cult for Black to dislodge, i.e. 4
.. &xd4 5 ¥¥xd4 and now:

a 5...5e7 6 Qcd Hob 7 WdS
(7 Ye31?) 7 .. ¥f6 (Edinburgh -
London [5] 1826/28) 8 0-0! and
White is slightly better accord-

ing to Lewis.
b) 5 .. ¥e7 6 &3 b6 7 Jel
Wd6?! 8 0-0-0 Wixd4 9 (xd4 b6

10 Ocd §b7 1l a3 &)e7 12 (e5 £5
13 exfS HHXES 14 Hhel Qe7 15 g4
1-0 W. Hoogerwerf - Gischer,
Virton 1992.

9 5 ...d6 6 &3 &6 7 B85
Qe780—0-0§e69f4i Gobet -
Nemet, Swiss Ch 1988.

d S .. ¥f6 6 e5 Wch 7 &3
&e7 8 Qd3 £\g6 9 Qe3 Qe7 10
0-0-0 0-0 11 h4 ¥e6 12 f4 c5 13
Wed fS 14 exfo Wxed 15 Sxed
0Oxf6 16 Bcd+ Hh8 17 Oxc5 Qe7
18 g3 b6 19 Qxe7 &)xe7 20 £\d6
h6 21 fhel {06 22 b3 a5 23
&wc8 Haxc8 24 Hxd7 1-0 De
Greef - Veloso, Novi Sad Ol
1990.

121 = 74
b/«

.
B
7

White cuts across Black's



idea of transposing to the
Classical Variation after 5 Qe3
Lc5 with this solid move. White
can also play the aggressive 5
&S with similarities to the
Steinitz Variation:

a) 5. Qb4+ 6 &\c3 Qxc3+ 7
&yc3 Hge e3 ab 9 ¢d2 d6
10 0-0-0% Botterill - R Miles,
Welsh Ch.

b) 5 ... Oc5 6 We2 Qb6 7 &Hc3
&ge7 8 Qe3 and now:

b) 8 ... 0-0? 9 Qxb6 axbb 10
&c7 Ha5 11 W3 ¥go6 12 0d3
BhS 13 &y7dS Bhe 14 0-0-0%
Bednarski - Lombardy, Stud-
ents Ol 1964.

b2) 8..a6 9 Qxbb axbS 10
Qxc7 b4 (Zhdanov - Zhuravlev,
Riga 1969) 11 e5! which gives
White an advantage according
to Keres.

b3) 8 ... &d8 9 0-0-0 ab 10

&3 Qxed+ 11 Wrxe3 bS 12 £dS
&WwdS 13 exdS He8 14 Wg3 4\d4
15 dé! cxd6 16 c3 and the
stranded black king gives White
the better chances, Borkowski
- Meinsohn, Groningen 1974/75.
b4) 8 ... Qa5 and now:
b4l) 9 ¥d2 ab 10 A4 Hxd4
11 Oxd4 ¥g6 12 0-0-0 0-0 13
Wf4 d6 14 Fd3 f6 15 Hg3 ¥f7 16
&YdS &gb= Bruk - Flear, Tel
Aviv 1989,
b42) 90-0-00-0 (9 ... ab!? 10
&Yd4 Oxc3 11 bxc3 and White is
. slightly better according to
Boleslavsky and Kapengut or 10
Y15 &xdS 11 exdS axb5 12 Qd4+
We?7 13 dxob dxct! 14 Wxe7+

Dxe7 15 QOxg7 Heg8 16 Qd4
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QObb= Kuprechik - Nej, USSR
1975) 10 £Yd5 £xdS 1 exdS £\e7
12 d6! cxd6 13 Bxd6 WeS 14 Oxa?
W4+ 15 We3 Hxe3+ 16 Qxe3 &5
17 Hd3 &yxe3 18 fxe3 dS 19 a3
and White is a clear pawn up,
Chiburdanidze ~ Miles, Palma
1989.

White also has two less
forcing variations: 5 &3 QcS5 6
EY3&\ge? 7 OS5 Web 8 hd £6 9
hS W7 10 Of4 (b4 11 Yxc7 dS 12
Qd3 Qg4 13 H\gs! fxgs 14 Wxgs
d4 15 a3 dxc3 16 axb4 cxb2 17
Hbl with an unclear position,
Klovan - Ivanov, USSR 1975;
and S &xch after which Black
can either transpose to the 4 ...
Oc5 5 &Hxcb W6 lines (see
chapter 6) with 5 ... Qc5 or try
the independent S ... dxob 6 Qcd
0d6 7 £3 467 8 4 Qeb 9 Oxeb
9 €57 OxeS) 9 ... txeb 10 0-0
5 11 Yd4 fixed 12 Bxed W7 13
Wf3= Smagin - Hector, Valby

1991.
5 .. Wgb
Black targets e4 and makes
room for the knight to come to
f6. White has generally done

" well after S ... Qb4+ due to the

exposed position of the black
queen: 6 c3 Qe7 7 g3 Web 8 Qg2
£5 9 0-0 fxed 10 Hel £Yf6 11 (4
0-0 12&M\d2 d5 13 £3 Belousov
- Klaman USSR 1970.
6 We2

This serves a dual purpose
of defending e4 and clearing
the way to castle queenside. Of
the alternatives, the most
interesting possibility is to
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ignore the threat to the e4-
pawn and concentrate on rapid
development:

a) 6 Qe21? &6 7 0-0 d6 8
43 Qe7 9 £3 0-0 10 Qe3 He8 11
El! £S5 12 £d3 £yxd3 13 cxd3
0d7 14 d4 o6 15Hh1 hé 16 Od3+
Neiboolt - Rakitin, Corr 1978.

b) 6 W3 &6 7 HNd2 Qe7 8
QbS 00 9 00 dS5S= Garcia

Padron - Tseshkovsky, Las
Palmas 1976.

6 .. dé

7 &3 Qeb

8 (e3

White continues with an
easy plan of development
involving queenside castling,
realising that his opponent has
a long-term problem in that
his kingside is rather congest-
ed, whilst his queen is already
looking misplaced.

8 Qe7

9 0-0-0 &6 (122

10 f£3t
Now e4 is secured and Black

cannot consider 10 ... 0-0 as
this would walk into an ad-
vance of the white g- and
h-pawns.

10 .. &7
11 &bl 4)bb6
12 Wf2  0-0-0
13 4\d5

It is standard practice in
such positions to station the
knight on d5 and White quickly
takes the opportunity of 'win-
ning’ the two bishops.

13 .. 8d7
14 Hxe7+ LHHxe7
15 h4 fe

Black has adopted a passive
stance and is relying on White
to overstretch, but this is a
dangerous policy and he should
at least have tried 15 ... f5.

16 &Hde &bs
17 b3 &\ch
18 hS WE7
19 &H\)b5  (eb

123 -
i Iw//l/
m 7.
B mrmil

w7

/"7 A

/U%I

///

White is in total command
of the board His pawns
severely limit the range of the
opposing pieces and he can
gradually build up the pressure
using his space advantage. The
knight on bS is an immediate
cause of concern for Black as it
offers White several attacking



options and cannot be removed
by ... ab due to &xc7!.

20 ... The8
21 c4 &8
22 43 &yeS
23 4H)bS
White realises that 23 £\d5S is

met by 23 ... ¢6 and resorts to a
slower approach, since Black
has no active play.

24 (3d3 g8
25 &Hdd  Oyxd4
26 (Oxd4 hé

Black obviously feared 27 hé6
to open the h-file and under-

mine his kingside pawns.
27 Qc2 b6
28 Ihgl &ye?7
29 f4

The wave of pawns advance
and Black has no way of stop-

ping them.
29 .. wf8a
30 g3 4e8
31 g5 He7
32 Wc3 hai 4
33 Qe Hc8
34 b4!

Now that Black has been
tied down on the kingside
another avenue of attack is
opened up with dramatic effect.

34 .. Qb7

35 gxh6 L\xhé
36 5 dxc5
37 bxc5 PHfd7?
38 Hxd7 1-0

Black resigned in view of 38
«.. EBxd7 39 cb+-.

Now we turn to 4 ... gé.
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Makarichev - Tukmakov
Palma 1989

1 ed e5

2 &3 &b

3 d4 exd4
4 Oxdd  gon?

The starting point of an
unusual variation which has
close similarities to the Pirc
Defence. A variety of obscure
moves has also been tested at
this stage:

a 4 .. Qb4+? 5 c3 Qe7 6
&Wcb bxect 7 §d3 d6 8 0-0 &6
94Yd2 0-0 10 a4 ¢S5 11 Hel He8
12 &1 0d7 13 W2 Qb 14 bd
cxb4 15 cxb4d Wd7 16 Qb2 aS 17
a3 % van der Wiel - Tal,
Brussels 1987.

b) 4 ... d5? 5 &Yxcb bxch exdS
Ob4+ (6., ¥xdS 7 We2+ and 8
&3 with advantage to White) 7
3 Qc5 8 we2+ (8 dxo6??
Oxf2+-4) 8 ... &7 9 dxcb 0-0
10 Y4 Bde 11 Qe2 et 12 0-0
and White is a clear pawn up,
A. Osborme - Bloodworth,
Torquay 1985.

o) 4 ..dé6 and now S5 Qcdt
transposes to a Hungarian
Defence and 5 Qb5t to a line
of the Ruy Lopez, both of
which are outside the scope of
this book.

5 &3

Evans has suggested S5 c4!?
to clamp down on the centre
by preventing a later ... dS.

S .. Qg7
6 Qe3 &NF6 (124)
When Karpov tested this
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variation he chose a slightly
different set-up in this posi-
tion: 6 ... d6 7 ¥4d2 £6 8 0-0-0
(8 ObS §d7 9 Oxcb bxch 10 Ohé
0-0= Karasev - Geller, USSR
1971 8 ... £Hg4 9 Hxcd (9 Pgs?)
9 ... bxct 10 Qd4 Qxd4 11 Wxd4
Wfo= 12 £3 Wxd4 13 Hxd4 £¥e3
14 £\d1 £yxd1 15 Gxdi with equal
chances. A more convincing line
for White is 7 (0e21? &6 8
&0 bxch 9 e5 dxeS 10 ¥xd8+
&xd8 11 0-0-0+ Fe8 12 {f3 0d7
13 Hhel &f8 14 QcS5+ Hg8 15
Lxe5 hS 16 Qe7 Hb8 17 HcS £ S
18 OxdS oxd5 19 Hxc7+- S
Arkell - G. Flear, Hastings
1989/90.

.....

(74 %

",

7 wWd2

The sharpest method of play
aiming for a rapid Kkingside
attack. Other moves are slower
and tend to justify Black's
opening choice:

a 7 g3 0-0 8 Og2 d6 9 h3
éeS!= Savon - Ree, Suhumi
1972

b) 7 £3 and now:

b)) 7 ... 0-0 8 g4 He8 9 g5
&HKS 10 £)de2 HHe5 11 g3 Lxg3
12 hxg3 d5 13 HHxdS b 14 56+

OxF6 15 gxf6 Wxf6 16 Og2 Hxcd
17 ¥d4+ Bellon - Mariotti,
Rome 1977.

b2) 7 ...£e7 8 Qcd d5 9 exdS
&¥xdS 10 £ xdS EdSF Zuker-
tort ~ Steinitz, Vienna 1882.

o) 7 Qe2 0-0 8 Wd2? (8 0-0
He8 9 & \xch bxod 10 Of3 Qb7 12
wd2 do= v - Keres,
Moscow 1963) 8 ... e8 9 f3 d3!
10 {Hxch bxob U exdS LxdS 12
&HxdS cxdS 13 3 (13 0-0-07?
We7-+; 13 Qg5 Wd6 14 0-0?
We5-+) 13 ... c5 14 0-0 d4 15 Of2
(15 cxd4 Hxe3) 15 ... Ba5 16 Hfcl
Of5 17 Q4 Had8 18 ¥gS dxc3 19
bxc3 Oxc3 20 Hxc3 ¥xc3 21 Hcl
Wb2 22 Qel h6! 0-1 Rossetto -
Keres, Mar del Plata 1957.

d) 7 Oc4 and now:

d) 7 ... 0-0 8 &b (8 0-0
He8 9 Hel d6 10 f3 ab= Hort -~
Keres, Moscow 1963) 8 ... bxch
9 52! £e8 10 eb fxeb 11 Qxebd+
&h8F Prameshuber - Keres,
Munich Ol 1958.

d2) 7 ..d6 8 f3 0-0 9 ¥d2
&¥eS 10 e2 (10 Qb3!= ECO) 10
. dS! 11 f4 D\egh 12 €5 Sxe3 13
xe3 c5'F Corden - Littlewood,
Hastings 1969/70.

e) 7 Eyxch!? bxch 8 €5 Hg8 9
Qd4! We7 10 Ye2 f6 11 exf6
&xf6 and White has a slight

edge according to Keres.
7 .. 0-0
Instead 7 ... d6 8 0~0-0 g4

transposes to Belion - Karpov,
(see note to Black's sixth
move).
8 0-0-0
Another aggressive choice is



8 f3 d5 9 &\xch bxcH 10 0-0-0
Oeb 11 Sh6! Fb8 12 Oxg? Hxg?
13 e3 We7 14 exdS cxdS 15
Ewd5 ExdS 16 Exd5 $f6 17 HeS
Hfd8 18 Je2+~ Radulov - Plan-
inc, Wijk aan Zee 1974.
8 .. &yxd4

Black wishes to push for-
ward the queenside pawns, so
this trade on d4 is an essential
preliminary  measure.  The
attempt to exchange the bishop
on e3 fails after 8 ... £\g4 9 Qg5
£5 (9 ... Qf6!? 10 Qxfe ¥xfo 11 3
Wxd4 12 Wxd4 S xd4 13 Hxd4
&6 [13 ... &e3 14 &BS ob 15
&Y7£] 14 5 &8 15 &4 in-
tending Qc4t) 10 Of4 Hxd4 11
Wixd4 5 12 Ycd+ Bh8 13 Qxc7
®f6 14 We2 and White has the

edge according to Makarichev.
9 (Oxd4 dé
10 f£3

It should be noted that this
position can also arrive from a
Pirc move order, ie. 1 e4 d6 2
d4 g6 3 &3 Og7 4 Qe3 Qg7 5
Wd20-06 0-0-04Y6 7 f3e58

ége2 exdd 9 Hxdd &Hxd4 10
Oxd4.

125

A7 §Y P

P

7
¥
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1 g4
This is intended to prevent

Black's freeing move .. dS
which would not be met by g5
when the knight must with-
draw its support. The text also
allows White to consider h4 as
the blockading .. hS would
now be too hazardous. Also
possible is 11 Je3 He8 12 Qg5
®e?7 (12 ... 6 13 5 dxe5 14
Wxd8 Hexd8 15 HExd8 Hxd8 16
Oed+-) 13 g4 WFB 14 Pbi ab 15
h4 with a powerful attack,
Chernin - Zaichik, Lvov 1987.

n .. c5

12 Qe3

Now White has a straight-

forward plan of 13 h4, hS, hxgé
Qh6, Oxg7 and the ¥hé when
the white pieces invade with
devastating consequences.
Black therefore has to create
counterplay as quickly as pos—
sible.

12 .. WaS
13 (Qhe6!
White must continue actively

since 13 &bl1?! (to defend a2)
simply moves the king into
danger after 13 .. bS 14 QxbS
Qxa2+! opening up lines against
the monarch. After 13 ($hé the
pawn is poisoned: 13 ... Oxa2 14
&wa2 Wxa2 15 QOxg7 Sxg?7 16
We3t+-.

13 .. Qxhé6

14 ¥xh6 bS5!?

There is a sense of urgency

in Black's game since the cap-
ture on a2 fails: 14 ... Qxa2? 15
h4 Qe6 16 hS Wal+ 17 Hd2 ¥xb2
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18 Eb1 Wa3 19 hxgb fxgb 20 g5
£Yh5 21 Pixh5+-
15 (OxbS Hab8
ab (126)

17 Rxdé!

A remarkable idea; White
gives up a piece in order to
remove the defensive knight
from f6. Less forcing play
would allow Black to escape:

a 17 (e2? Hxb2 18 EHxb2
BHbs+ 19 &l ¥xc3 and Black
has good attacking chances.

b) 17 e5?! dxe5 18 g5 &HhS 19
&e4 Fh8! with an unclear
position according to Makari-
chev.

17 ... axbS
18 S Hxg4

The full force of the sac-
rifice is revealed after 18 ... 8
19 &e4 (with the idea of 20
&Y6+) 19 ... £5 204\g5+~.

19 fxg4 b4l

The queen simultaneously
prevents &\e4 and opens up the
possibility of 20 ... bxad with

active play on the b-file.
20 aS Wxg4
21 el wfs

Black is hanging on by a

thread; 22 &4 can be met by
22 ... ¥xe5 which covers the

vital fé-square.
22 Whs b4
23 &yed hS
25 nd2

This clever switch threatens
to bring the rook onto the

vulnerable f-file.
24 ... 7!
25 wf6e+ Bhé
26 HxeS HbS
27 &Hyeb fxeb
28 WxfS OxfSM

Black has defended excel-
lently, but still faces a difficult
endgame due to the outside
passed pawn on aS5. A better
chance to confuse matters lay
in 28 ... exf5 when the advance
of the f-pawn must be con-
sidered, e.g. 28 ... exf5 29 ab f4!
30 Hdé6 (30 e6 HaS! 31 Hdé 3
with an unclear position) when

White threatens 3t Hgit.
29 ab DfxeS
30 Hxe5 ~AxeS
31 HAdé Ses
32 c4! Hha

If instead 32 ... bxc3 33 b4
and the duo of passed pawns
race through to promotion.

33 &2 &h3
34 &b3 &xh2
35 &xb4sd Hel
36 a7 BRal
37 nda2+ 1-0

Black resigned in view of 37
.. $g3 38 Hd3+ Pg2 39 Hald+-;
or 37 ... gl 38 Hdi+ Hxdl 39
aB@+-. A well calculated
game by Makarichev.



Conclusion

None of the variations con-
sidered in this chapter promise
Black an equal game. However,
White still needs to be pre-
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pared to meet them as they
might be tried by an opponent
wishing to avoid the well an-
alysed 4 ... Qc5, 4 ... £f6 and 4
. Wh4.



Index of Variations

1 e4 eS
2 43 &b
3 d4 cxd4
4 &Hxd4

A 4..Qc5

B) 4 ... &Hf6

C) 4..%h4

4 ..Ewd4 134; 4 .. W6 134; 4 ... g6 137 4 ... b4+ 137, 4 ... d5 137;
4..d6 137

A)
4 ..
5 Qe3

5 &\xcb BF6 6 Wd2 (6 BF3 61; 6 We2 61; 6 £4 60 6 ... bxcb (6 ... dxch
62; 6 ... txch 62) 7 0d3 62

SEY5 g6 (5..d5 54 5 ... d6 55; 5 ... WF6 57) 63 55

563 (b6 (5 ... Obd+ 50; 5 ... (07 51 6 ad (6E)C3 51,6 c4 5D 6 ...
a6 (6 ... a5 37; 6 ... Wh4 42, 6 ... ¥4f6 44) 7 £Xc3 and now:

a7..d6
b) 7 ... 8f6
7..8)ge7 39,7 ... &6 40

a) 7 .. d6 8 (e (8 YIS 42; B2 42, 8 a5 42 8 ... &6 (8 ... thd
42:8 .. &\gel 42 9 0-0 40

b) 7 ... f6 8 We2 L\ge7 9 YIS (9 a5 48) 9 ... S yxdS 10 exdS+ &7 11
a5 (a7 12 hd h6 (12... 0-0 45; 12 ... db 45; 12 ... ¥db 46) 13 Od2 (13
Had 46;13 g4 48) 13 ... 0-0 (13 ... ¥xb2 46; 13 ... d6 48) 14 O3 47

S .. w6
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5. . Oxd4 33,,5 . Obb 33 /
6 3. éHgeT.
7 Qc4

7 Qe2 23, 7¥4d2 23; 7 £4 23, 7 £2 23, 7 62 23; 7 QbS 23
7g3d5 (7 ... d6 26;7 .. E\d4 26,7 ... 0-0 27 8 (2 Eyxdl4 (8 ... dxed
8 ...0%5 30; 8 ... Oxd4 30) 9 cxdd Qbd+ (9 ... Obb 30) 10 X3 3

~

e
o -

7 .. 0-0
7 .16 207 ... tg6 23 7 ... Oydd 23
7...6¥58 Qe2 (80b3 14) 8 ... %g6 (8 ... d5 15 90-0d5 (9 ... d6 17;
9 ... ¥xed 17) 10 ObS5 (10 4)\bS 15; 10 §f4 15; 10Bhi 15) 10 ... Yxed 15
8 0-0 Qb6
8..ab 11
9 &2
94\a3 12,9 Ob3 12,9t 12
| 9 .. d6 13
B)
4 .. &6
5 &yxcb

563 Qb4 (5 ... 3¢5 64; 5 .. yxed 64) 6 et (6 025 65) 6 ... b
7 8d3 (7¥4d4 67,7 §d2 67 7 ... d5 (7 ... 0-0 70, 7 ... d6 70) 8 exdS
(8 €5 65, 80-0 65 8 ... cxel5/(8 .. %e?+75)90—00—010ﬁ35ﬁe6
(10 ... Q€7 78; 10 ... Oxc3 78; 10 ... cb 11Had [11WF3 79; 11 He2 791
76) 11 §e2 (1WF3 70; 11EVDS 72 11 ... hé6 (11 ... §d6 70; 1 ... Qe7 76
.. Qg4 70; 11 ... ¥b8 70 12.3h4 67

S .. bxc6
6 eS

6 (d3 124; 6 \A2 124; 6 yd4 124

6 ... We?7
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6..4Yd5 120;6 ... Sed 120

7 Ye2 4\dS
8 c4

8 h4 89
8 .. Qab

— 8 ... 44bs+ 118

— 8..5%695Yd2 (94)3 86,9 b3 86,9 Of4 87 9 ... W6 O ... a5 89
ams 9... Ob7 89 10 b3 a5 (10 ... §b4 87; 10 ... Q7 87) 11 (b2 83

9 b3
9Wed 1159 g3 115

92 ENb6 9 ... £6 104; 9 ... &4 105; 9 ... gb 107, 9 ... 0-0-0 108;
9...&\b4 11f) 10 b3 105

,/"\\ . _;/“’?'\\ -\“ g6 ST
96—0—0 97.9 ... %h4 100
10 f4 94
C)
4 ... Wh4
S &)3
5 &b 128; 563 128; 5%d3 128; 5 e3 129; 5 &S 129; 5665 131
5 .. Ob4
6 (e2
6 &Yb5 129, 6 &3 129
6 .. Wxed

" 6...5Y6 129, 6 ... geT 129
7 4\b5 129






WINNING WITH THE SCOTCH

In the 1990 World Championship match Gary Kasparov shocked
the chess world with his adoption of the unusual Scotch Opening,
which had for many years been considered a poor relation to the
Ruy Lopez (or Spanish Game). However, in that match and
subsequently Kasparov has introduced a variety of exciting new
tactical ideas which have completely transformed the reputation of
the Scofch into a powerful winning weapon and it is now highly
fashionable at both grandmaster, tournament and club level.

"~ ® Dynamic opening popularised by World Champion Gary
Kasparov

e Complete fully-annotated games used to illustrate the main ideas

® Every important variation included, with an emphasis on currently
fashionable systems of attack and defence

Gary Lane is one of the new generation of talented young English -

International Masters. Since winning the Commonwealth Cham-
pionship in 1988, he has competed with distinction in tournaments
throughout Europe and has already established a fine reputation as
a chess author. His first book for Batsford, The Ruy Lopez for the
Tournament Player, was enthusiastically received by the chess press:

"His presentation is beautifully clear. Anyone who spends a little time
on this book will play the better for it’ The Daily Telegraph

. a complete course for anyone of club strength or greater to
master the essentials of this most subtle opening’ The Spectator
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Winning With the Bishop's Winning With the

Opening Nimzo-Indian

Gary Lane Raymond Keene
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Winning With the King’s Gambit }
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