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'What a strange state of aifairs you have in chess nowadays;
remarked a friend of mine. He does not know the finer points of the
Kings Indian Defence, but he takes note of all the results of
tournaments and matches.

'What do you have in mind?'
'Almost every Vear there are reports about the emergence oT a

new outstanding chess talent. In Moscow, Britain, Yugoslavia, the
USAl'lt's the natural progression of the generationsl

'Progression! Yet in the Candidates' Matches for over a decade
the eig6t challengers for the world title have almost always been the
selfsame 'old men"

'What about Karpov?'
'Karpov has been champion for five years already. Where are the

other young talents? Compared to the Candidates' series of 1965
the averageage of the challengers in the 1980 series has gone up
by almost two years. There is no challenger younger than thirty, yet
o; the other hand Tigran Petrosian is already fifty-one, and some of
the others are getting close to their half century. . . '

' lt sometimes haPPens that way
'sometimesl Then again Yefim Geller at the age of fifty-four

outplays all the young men and takes the gold medal in the 1979
Soviet Chamoionship - another example to youthi

We discussed this topic. and later I ref lected a great deal trying to
answer a question which troubles the chess organisations of many
countries. Aecently in Moscow there was a gathering of experienced
grandmasters and young talented players. There were notes of
alarm sounded in the speeches of famous chess experts sucfi as
grandmasters Smyslov, Polugayevsky, Taimanov and-others Even
5arlier, serious claims were expressed in an article by Petrosian We
shall get to know his interesting thoughts later, but here we can
give a resum6: 'lt is easy to play against the young players; lor me
they are an open booki

What are the reasons for the slowing down in the development
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I Preface

of young grandmasters both in our country and in others? The
author came to the conclusion that an answer can onlv be oiven
after a careful analysis of the present state of chess theory. Ho-w do
we play? What is the foundation of modern chess? What plavs the
leading role in our creative efforts? What are the chief principles of
modern chess theory?

My late friend and trainer, grandmaster Simagin, used to stress
the need to discuss the philosophy of present dav chess, how for
example \^€ regard the advantage of Whjte moving first, what are
the main guide lines for our research work.

The author has to overcome some diffidence in tacklino this most
difficult topic, in trying to fill a gap left by theoreticians: I console
myself with the thought that the traveller who penetrates the thick
forest may have a sad fate, but no worse than that of the irresolute
who hesitate at the first clearing

In examining the current state of chess the author has no choice
but to cope with another task - to talk about modern methods of
chess coaching, and naturally of the modern Soviet School of
Chess. lt can hardly be denied that modern chess is to a considerable
extent Soviet chess. By a careful examination of chess coachinq in
the USSR the Western player can learn a lot, and use it in his oiwn
attempts to improve. For example how useful it is to become
famlliar with the organisation and teaching methods of Botvinnik's
famous school, the Soviet TV school and others.

Thus we get the main aim of this book:
To describe the features of the modern attitude to chess, as

largely worked out by the Soviet School, to try and reveal tne
philosophy of modern chess, and to indicate how chess is studied rn
the strongest of the Schools of Chess - the Soviet School.

ln the light of this the author has divided the book into two basrc
pa rts:

1 How chess theory is studied.
2 Chess schools in the Soviet Union.

1 A l i t t le history

Chess players who devote their time to the great and ancient game
can be divided into two basic categories. The first simply play in
tournaments appropnate to their strength. The second try to find
some philosophical sense in chess, to create chess theory, which in
our days has become a genuine science. The first become world
champions and leading grandmasters, the winners of top tour-
naments. The second write books on the theory of the three stages
of the game. Sometimes leadirig f igures combine both activities and
then we get an outstanding person in the world of chess.

The first guiding principles of chess theory were discovered by
the inventors of openings and gambits. Amongst these principles
the best established is the simplest one: bring out your pieces
quickly, seize fie centre and go for the enemy king with all your
forces. Such 'blitzkrieg' aims are served by the Evans Gambit, the
Danish Gambit, the Kings Gambit and others. Even nowadays the
seizure of the centre and speedy piece development are a corner-
stone of modern strategy.

And16 Philidor drew attention to yet another important postulate
'The pawn is the soul of chess' he stated, and everybody concurred
in devoting careful study to pawn chains, the isolated centre pawn
and the weakness of a group of pawns.

A significant event in the development of theory was the
teaching of Wilhelm Steinitz with his stress on avoiding weak
squares, the accumulation of temporary. slight advantages and
their transformation into permanent ones. With the arrival of
Steinitz theory became a real force; he was the one who originated
the scientrfic aooroach to chess which is now so well developed.

The proponents of Steinitz's theory - Tarrasch and his
supporters - tried to express Steinitz's teaching in the form of
laconic rules, and as often happens in such cases, they went too far.
The laconic tended to become dogmatic, and chess began to lose
its freshness, originality and charm.

The young of that time rose up against this. In the early part of
the 20th century Nimzowitsch and R6ti in their polemic books and
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10 A little history

articles and Alekhine in his practical play started propagandising
more and more the creative principles to be found even earlier in
the games of Chigorin. Their main postulates were: Get away from
dogma, play inventively, even originally, and as Black do not go for
equality, as the Tarrasch school taught, but from the first moves try
to create your own plan of counter play. These aims, an immediate
counter attack by pieces on a seemingly impregnable pawn centre,
were served by the invention of their openings - the Alekhine
Defence, the Gr0nfeld Defence, the Nimzowitsch Defence and so
on.

More than half a century has gone by since the appearance of
R6ti's Modern ldeas in Chess and Nimzowitsch's My System in
which the principles of these innovators are laid down (they called
themselves the hypermoderns). Since then chess has grown into a
massively-popular art and the number of chess books and magazines
in the various languages of the world cannot be counted. Yet you
will look in vain on the bookshelves for a work devoted to qeneral
questions of chess development. for an account of thd main
postulates of modern chess thought. The bookshelves are piled
high instead with books on the openings, tournament books and
biographies of the great players.

In this book we try to deal with a number of important points of
modern chess theory. What is chess nowadays? How is theory
studied by a leading school? How are modern views on this ancient
game formed? The reader will also learn how a general theory of
chess develops and how the theory of the three stages of the game
is studied in the Soviet Union.

2 How the Opening is  Studied

How do present day grandmasters play the first stage of the game?
What principles do they follow? lf we can answer these questlons
we shall make real progress in understanding all modern theory.

First of all the advantage of the first move- Chess experts who
seem to allege that White has no advanbge in the initial position are
wrong. Even in quick-moving sports the starting side nearly alwavs
has s6me advantage, even if very slight - for example the right to
serve at tennis, or to bully off in hockey. In chess lt ls always
preferable to be White. The question then arises what sort. of
strategic plan Black should choose in an attempt to neutrallse the
right to move first and to seize the initiative."lt 

stands to reason that the methods of play for White and Black
in the initial oosition are different, so we shall consider them
separately.

White
Three main currents of thought may be distinguished in the mlnd

of a modern grandmaster playing White in a tournament-.game:
1) The method of quiet maintenance of the advantage ol lrrst move
2) The method of the swift strike.
3) The method of the 'coiled spring:

1 ) In cases when a grandmaster does not have to win at all costs he
tends to avoid shara lines in the opening and sticks io clear sensible
lines. This method is also adopted when the opponent is a definite
protagonist of sharp play and it is advantageous to'keep him in
check:

The characteristics of qulet play are obvious - pawn excnanges'
the formation of rigid pawn structures. White's aim is simple - the
maintenance of th-ose admittedly sllght benefits conferred by the
nature of chess in being White. lam not aiming for too much, but
what I have I hold is White's motto as t were

Examples of such play with White are many formations of the
Carlsbad variation of ihe Oueen's Gambit Declined (Diagram 1 ), the

./



1 2 How the Opening is Studied

Slav Defence, the Caro-Kann and so on.

It is peaceful in the centre, comparatjvely peaceful on the flanks.
The smoothness of the pawn chains, the limited availabiliw of open
lines. the absence of a direct clash is evident:

Such a method of play comes from the previous century, and
one might make the musical comparison that such positions are not
the shake and the twist, but rather the monotonous waltz, or even
the minuet of chess.

2) A sharp comparison is provided by the method of the swift
strike, of brisk'cavalry raidsl This method too was widelv adopted
in the old days, and keeps its place nowadays. Who will express
surprise nowadays at the sharp pawn advance g2-94-g5 and even
on to 96? lt occurs in the Sicilian Defence 1 e4 c5 2 lf3 d6 3 d4
cd 4 axd4lf6 5 lc3 e6 6 s4!?

White 13

here is apparent siuce just otre incautious pawn advance by Black
atrd White's pieces will uncoilwith great force and inflict damage on
the erremy.

Examine the games of receltt years. You will find apparent slow
play by White in a Kings lrldian openlrlg.

3

Yet this slowness is deceptive, since White's bunched pieces
often unroll and develop arl activity that can bring White arr early
win. Orre can ouly advise the reader to be particularly careful when
his opponent develops his forces along the lirres of a coiled spring.'

Black
The advantage of the first move by his opponent forces Black to

adopt rather different approaches to the opening. One distrllguishes
in modern praxis three methods for Black.
1) Play for equality.
2) The method of carrying out an irldeper]derlt plarr'
3) The coiled spring method.

'1 
) We have already noted that ill the olden days White often

proceeded quietly strivirrg to maitrtain the advantage of the move
Black in those days used to matroeuvre just as calmly trying to keep
it level. This ancient method is applied today too at the highest level.
This is easily understandable since Black does not have to go for a
win in every game, often beirrg satisfied with a draw. lrl such cases
one has the OGO witn Capablallca's simplifying manoeuwe ( . '
d5Xc4 and Af6-d5) or Lasker's Defence in the same openrtrg

The same purpose tends to be served by the Oueens h.ldian
Have we not seen such early strikes In games by Botvinnik in the

Carlsbad variation of the OGD and in the Caro-Kann? Other tvpical
attempts to breach the defensive ramparts at an early stage are the
bishop sacrifice AflXb5 in the Sicilian and various intuitive kniqht
sacrifices in the same opening such as Ac3-d5 or {d4J5 (with a
black pawn at e6).

3) Sometimes grandmasters will decide to avoid the deeplv-studied
book lines by using a method that reminds one of a coiled sprrng.
They make just one pawn advance to the centre fianchetto the
bishops and allow the opponent to occupy the centre. The calm

' Translators Nate ;
PetrosEn Pachman, Bled 1961 is a partcularly

slnKrna elar|ple I  f f  3 c5 2 93 - c6 3 Jg2 96 a

O O  -gq7  5d3e6  6e4  Aqe77  Ee  I  GO8e5d6  9ed
g r a 6  t o  ) b o z { 9 c l ' 1 r r b 3 r  l d 4 ?  1 2 - U 1 & b q
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14 How the Opening is Studied

Defence too.
Such opening lines are also used for psychological reasons. lf our
opponent is a confirmed supporter of combinational attacks artd is
easily induced to go irr for dubious sacrifices it pays to give him the
opportunity to attack formations so sound that he will stub his toe
against them. Such a method has always been advisable and will
continue to be so.

2) This method was first adopted by Chigorin, developed by the
hypermoderns and has lost its air of novelty so widely is it practiced
nowadays. Black simply pays no attentioll to the advantage
conferred by the move and does not strive to equalise.

His objective is to carry out his own plan of active play by his
pieces and force his opponent to adopt measures to repulse the
threats so generated. This in itself should take care of the problem
of equalising. The popularity of the method amor'rgst contemporary
grandmasters is explained by psychological considerations: Black
gets out of beirrg under constraint, acts independently and can
partly igrrore what his opponent is doing. Such independence is
highly valued in modern chess.

Moderrr theory notes two types of independent plan. The first is
to counter-attack White's pawn centre as in the Grunfeld Deferrce,
the Alekhine Deferrce. the Nimzo-lrrdian and so or'r. The second is to
work indeoerrdentlv orr the flank and is best seen irr the Siciliarr
Defence, especially when Black goes . . . a6 arrd . . . b5, and in the
Modern Benorri Defence where the same moves irrvolve a pawn
sacrifice by Black irr the Benko Gambit arrd the Benoni. Such
features are seen in Diagrams 5 and 6.

3) lf the coiled spring method brings benefit to White then this
rather equivocal method can build up poterrtial energy for Black
too. lt can be successful, but the risks involved have to be clearly
bonre in mind.

By going in for volunbry passiVty in the hope of a subsequent
counter-stroke Black may exceed the bounds of the feasible and
firrish up irr a cramped position with no remedy for the cramp. One

Black 1 5

should note that this method is most trequerrtly adopted by the
players of the older gerreratiorr. They are experienced arrd careful
and do not go beyond the line bety/een voluntary and forced
passivity. Also this method is often caused by their lack of familiarity
with 'the very latest word in theoryl

Openings of this sort are the various forms of the Pirc Defence,
arrd the Kings Indian Deferrce involving the wing play . . a6,
c 6 , . . .  E a b S a n d .  .  b 5 .

The next two diagrams show typical situations which then arise.

Let us move on to opening questions from another point of view
and in particular how openings are studied in the Soviet Union.

This work involves experienced players, and through the network
of magazines brings in the ordinary player too in the search for new
moves, new systems, new ideas.

The search for rrew moves has always been going on, when
preparing for games, at the board, in mutual ar.lalysis with the
opponent after the game arrd irr subsequerrt analysis at home. lt is
often the case that a move long held to be strongest is later relected
in favour of another. This is a process that has no errd, an irrevitable
process irr the ongoing development of chess theory.

Theory. however, contair'ls many variations in which the initial
moves have been checked through so frequently that it has been
shown that deviations at the earlier stages are definitely not
advar.rtageous. As a result they will be played out with machinegun
-like speed in grandmaster games. For example some variations of
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16 How the Opning is Studied

the Chigorin system for Black in the Ruy Lopez, and of the ooen
system of defence (5 AXe4) have beerr worked out almost
twentv moves deeo.

There are similar long lines in the 8 . . . gXb2 Poisoned Pawn
line of the Najdorf defence irr the Sicilian (see diagram 14), and in
the Panov-Botvinnik Atbck against the Caro-Kann.

Let us take au example of the development of a long foicing line
in the Siciliarr Defence.

A f te r1e4c52 l f3d63d4cxd44 lxd4  l f 6  5  Nc3  a6  6
AS5 e6 7 f4, Polugayevsky suggested the move 7 ... b5. The
ramifications of the line have been worked out irr depth and have
Ied to the adoption of the name the Polugayevsky Variation. In fact
there is an immense amount of literature on the subject coveritrg
various books and many magazirre articles

The main line, of course, arises from the enerqetic corrtinuatlon g
e5 de 9 fe arrd rrow the flextble courrter 9 . 8c7

Various attempts have been made at the hiqhest level to refute
Black's risky-looking play. 10 lf3 was triedl when Btack oets
sat,sfactory play by 10 . . . b4. After that most attention ivas
devoted to Simagin's move 1O $e2 and for a lor.lg time it was heto
that this was White's strongest colttinuatiot.r.

lr'r various events White tended to score quick wirrs wrth this and
other litles involving 10 ef, but from time to time the supporters of
the variation as Black showed that the suggested improvements
were not too formidable for White. The process of r*assessment
carried.or't with it remaining ur.tclear what was White,s best.

_ r ne taresr devetopments came in 1979. In the USSR Spartakiad
of that year the question of first place was decided in the match
between the Ukraine and the RSFSR. polugayevsky adopted his
lrne expecting his opponent Belyavsky to adopt 10 $e2, but
instead the grandmaster from Lvov contirrued 1O ef *eS 1 I A e2
5tXgS 12 O-O Ee5 and rrow 13 Af3.
., 

'This move and the subsequent plan was specially prepared for
lhe game with Polugayevsky' writes Belyavsky. The qame went on
13.. . .. i"9.1 14 €h1 E,xf6 1s )e4 E/e7 t6 

-AfsS 
O-O 17

?_)xtl! and Whtte reafised his positiorral advantage without too
much trouble.

leter_that year Polugayevsky ot]ce again adopted his variation
against GrL.infeld in the Riga lnterzonal. He was expecting € new line
lrom nrs opponer'tt, but got in first with his own inuovation involvino
a remarkable tactical stroke found by the lvloscow grandmaster ii
the quiet of his study.

The game went 10 8e2 6fd7 1 1 O-GO 4\c6 12 4t xc6
ts_x":919 E{g h6 14 Ah4 Ab7 15 1f,e2 s'c7 16 trhef)cs
17 €rh3 b4 18 Ab5!7

This move meets with a refutation of the sort that can be found

Black | 7

onlv after marry hours of study Striking play now follows:
18 . . . ab! 19 Axbs+ A-cG 20 9f3

20 . . .  ab3+l!  A phetromenal blow. 21 cb Axbs with check
leaves Blac[a piece up so Gr0rrfeld preferred to move his king with
thesequel 21 &b1 6a5 22 Ed4 trc823 [ed1 9524$xc5+
gxc6 25 gd3 Ae7 26 Qel O-O and Black's extra piece soon led
to a win.

The grandeur of Polugayevsky's cotlcept becomes appaTerlt r11
the line;hich he pointed out straight away after the game: 2 1 ab
Ha1+ 22 €d2 g'd7+ 23 Se3 ScS+ 2a @14 g5+ 25 €g3
I xat tl tne ontyhove, every'thing elle�losing. as th-e !e1*)r.can
8'n""i tor" himseli 26 Axco Ex;1 27 AxdT+ €i8 28 gf6

He3+ 29 &12 E xe5t3o €743 [e3+ 3 1 €f2 trea+ 32 €g3
Ad6+ 33 €h3 Er.ha T9]9-

/o

You must concede that this is a fine example of the method of
studying an opening by mearrs of ever deeper petletration- irrto
forcino"lines. ihis example shows the great practical beneiit of
prepa;ng before a tournamerrt, or just before a game There are a
nrmb"t 6f cases itr chess history of a game beitrg wotr without any
real play. The researcher amazed his oppoller]t wlth a new move
ai',a *oi with it. This is easily urrderstood psychologically sirrce the
effect of arr urrexpected ir]r'lovatiorr in the opening is well known'

io*"u"r such atr approach to the opening has its negative side
too. The frequertt use of forcing lir'les becomes krlowrr to vour
oDDoner]ts. Thev remember yoLl' favourite l i l les alld rl l  tnelT tt lrr ' l

prepare convincing rejortrders. As a result the hunter ot today may
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18 How the Opening is Studied

well become the prey of tomorrow. arrd Vou mav fall victim to such
a lightning stroke as you have been accustomed to w ] bv.

So the player who goes in for forcing varrations has to be botd
and confident in himself, and most of all must constantly work at
theory. There are such players who have contributed many lines to
the Ruy Lopez, the Slav Defence. the Tarrasch Defence, tne
Oueen's Gambit Accepted, the King's Indian Defer]ce and other
open[]gs.

As each tourrrament goes by these lines become more compli-
cated, and like an oil drill borirrg ever deeper into the geological
strata chess thought penetrates ever deeper into the unknowr].
Such study, we r]ote, is |rot rrew. Once again we have taken it over
from great figures of the past, o'tly their analyses dealt with other
openings such as the Giuoco Piarro and the Kinq's Gambit.

By analogy with the lines just described there-are manv standard
positions known which do rrot arise from forcing variations but into
which the modern player will regularly entei without any real
thought. Examples are the next two diagrams arising from the
Nimzelndian and King's lndian Defences.

_ These positions are takerr as the starting point by theoreticians
for their further researches. There are qiriie a number of such
positions (tabiya to use the Arab word to describe them jr.t at.lcient
chess -_'battle array'). For example. one may quote various
positions from the Chrgorin System in the Ruy Lopez (13), ot the
l-OlSOlled Pawr] Variatior] in the Sicrl ian / /4/.

Black t9

gc2 d5 variation irr the Nimzo-lndian Deferrce //6/.

c5 2 b3 Af6 3 Ab2 g6?
1 7

Often grandmaster games will reach such positions after otrly a
few mirrules play and then the players will settle down for a long
think. Sometimes there is a joke made to the judge that he should
set up the positiorr otr the board without further ado as the actual
starting point of the game.

lf we concede that the three methods of play in the opelllllg were
employed as early as the 19th century the method of looking
forward from the opening to plans connected with middle game or
even endgame stages must be considered an irrvention of the
present time.

The moderrr grar.tdmaster does not confine himself to trying for a
good build-up in the opening, his far-seeing glance looks forward
fnto the middle game atrd even the ending. In plantring the layout of
pieces and pawris he anticipates his actions in the later stages o{ the
oame.- 

To look right to the ending from the operrirrg must be collsidered
a rare phenomenon. There is Tarrasch's well klrown aphorlsm
'between opening arrd ending the gods have made the middle
game: Yet the envisaging of the endirrg at such arl early stage must
surely be a method of the future wherl techrrique ascends to a new
level of achievement arrd the mind of a grandmaster becomes more
developed and far reaching. We can already quote some examples
of this foresight looking towards the elrding.

ln Karpov-Browne, San Antonio, 1972 and after the moves 1 c4
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20 How the Opening is Studied

White unexpectedly played 4 AXf6 ef. How can one explain theexcnange ot what is normally a strong bishop for a kniqht? Thecalculation is simpte: White gets totai control *"; Jb %;i; .""
:l?lt1".l 

use€ g-srde pawn superiority in the ending. By accurate
l]:y_ T: 9oT'nS. wortd champion managed to expioit these

c','t"l'?:i[:3]'8?;l:%i3E::?;,o,'f.*K,g??Aji3
l^9 Fd2 sas 14 f,fdl Eabs G aas sxuzTe n'x-d�z-anovvnrTe woft the endgame wjthout too much trouble.

.A srgntftcar]t game is petrosian-Botvinnik from the 1963 worldtitle match. After 1 c4 96 2 d4 -_Af6 3 lc3 aS a-afg Hgi7'!"e3
9^o 9 ;.".2 dc 7 [x {4 c5 8 d5 e6, White went E a;gl jr +1O €)Ydl Axe6 t 1 A xe6 fe.

Black

Since that time the key positrorl, most often arisil'lg from the
English Operring, has been studied iniensively by Soviet players,
following Botvinnik's advice, who also sought the best method of
play against the pawn'cliff'in the cerltre. The best method is to
undermine the most formidable of the pawns - the one at e4 (eb).

Kotov Furman, USSR Ch 1948 went 1 c4 6)t6 2 Nc.3 c5 3 93
d5 4 cd AxdS 5 Ag2 4lba 6 Af3 6c6 7 O-O e5 8 d3 Se7 9
Ad2 hd4 10 Ac4 f6

18

2 1

Petrosian relates that in preparrng thts posittorr wjih, ,  1 " . " - , " , ,  , c ,o rer  u rdL  r r  I J repaT l lg  rn ts  pos l t ro r . t  w l th  h is  t ra inertney assessed the diagram positiorr as 'atmost *on, noi"in"
l:ll9:* R:l :"1, lyl *If, . "b.^v r. ish d"d; "6,.;;;irnuij "X' il

lrot one
practrce Whire exptcted the sptittrrris ot Er"cii;;;;;;;i;"il;""

null y"gf rhls time as Whrie agairsi ttl;ent"a rbo)
lU- r  the  board  rour rd  a , rd  the  oawn lo rmat rar r  , ,Iuoll !h-e_ ?oard round ard t6e pawn to.ry.tat,or.r is rder,:rcat. Here

rslands.

- , On" T.r.l. note that if playing for a. wirrg pawn superiorityoccurred in the past - rn oartjcutir Em. Laskei;;; i" J;;;,g"onc6 irr the Buy Lopez In order to get an "*ti" p.*n i,'lir.r" Eilsiae
Il^lT.:']_d]iq 

- yet ptaying for rne opponer.rt to have ,jstands, rscreafly a product of our davs.
_ -Playing the,opening with the middle game in mind is a powerfulweapon in the hands of modern giandmasters. Tne ieadingrepres€ntatives of the scientific planniig style ,.r "i "rr, Loi)ii,.r rand Karpov, have demonstrated impr:essive u"urpf". ?".ranstrategy.

,^-?_o^Y1ll 
|I ""lu oJten, both as White and Btack. used the oawrrTormatror't seerr irr his game with Lisitsin in the Vosco* l,ltenia[i,,raftounramer'rt oI 1935.-( / 9)

- ,With manouevres clearly planneo l.t advance he exploited this
:9y.:ill1g";Jh9f the stratesy was repeated in tnu .are JuJniJr ir.l"

arrd rrow l 1 f4! underminirrg the centre. After 1 1 . . ef 12 gf 0-0
13 a3 Aec6 14 e3 Adfs 15 Ads+ White had full control of the
cer'rtre.

One can find matry such examples of the openirrg/middle game
link in Botvinnik's games, and the same applies to Karpov Thus in
the Ruv Looez he has often scored comparatively easy victories by
the same plan of suffocating the oppolrent orr both flanks and in the
cer'rtre.

lam often asked orr my travels to different cour'ltrles how
operrings are studied in the Soviet Utrion atrd whether it is true that
compuiers are used in systematising research or.l openir.lgs Then
again lam often posed the question, how matry card-index files on
operrirrgs there are in the USSR.

lcan say straight away that the irrformation on which these
questior'rs are based is exaggerated. We do not yet have,
u nfortu r]ately, any openit'tg computers. There is a card irrdex ir'l the
Central Chess Club in Moscow, but its scope, to my mind, is clearly
inadequate.
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22 How the Opening is Studied

The study _of openings in the USSB is mainly an indjviduar
undenakrng. We publish various monographs olr individual openrngs
and malty magazine artjcles, yet the m-airr 'reservoir 

ot innovations.
rs strll l(ept secret - jn [-e homes of the leadjnq qrandmasters.
These innovations are discovered in therr home i"i"ir.f, .nJ "ttrajning get-togethers. Sometimes they are the discoveiy of oneman, sometimes of a orouo.
. Corrstderable help i"s given by the hundreds of thousands ofchess tans who send thetr ideas to a chess magazine or stratqht to agrandmaster. Sometimes these discovenes a"re remartaUiS. ifrrs

for a.long time the knight sacrifice made UV Afetfrine in nriieturn
match wtth Euwe, 1937, was considered to be correct:_ 1 d4 ds2 c4 c6 3 lc3 dc 4 e4 e5 S Axc4 ed S at3. 

--

How do grandmasters and masters study openings? How many
^.ot inot an-d svstems does one need to know? This reminds me of
irio. ais"outes oi my student days when the same question was

ooieA iUout our professiotral studies. The final conclusion is the
Ine oorro*eo from the wisdom of old - 'You have to know

Jverything about something, and a little about everything lApplied
io tness t-nis aOvice means ihat you have to know everything about
if'Jopenings which you are going to use regularlv, and also know
ii.i" qbnetriioeat behrnd all t6e openings One has to bear in mtnd
inat"praxis can come up with some strange things, and you cannot
ouarantee that you will not suddenly come up agalnst an openlng
ihat you have rgnored and not studied.

That leading luthority Botvinnik has written 'Every great master
will find it useful to have his own theory on the openings, which
only he himself knows, a theory which is closely linked with plans
for the middle game:

Black 23

22

In:].1* untit-the amateui IrGoiihSi6vldt hs anatysis showing
llul by 9 . dc7 AyrT+ €e7 8 gb3 cblr eb"k t.i,il i"i;iE
AteKntne s ldea.

Such examples could be multiplied and they show that researchin the USSB rs conducted by a whote arrv oi-*Lir_quarltiJj1r,,..yer rne marn researchers must be considered the leadinq qrand_
ma_sters, who can be classitied into various groups.
, First of all .one must point to the great iheoiists who knew orKnow everythtng (or more accurately nearly everything) thatappeared in opening articles in all the world,s chess' magizi;es,followed up every innovrtion in games tneytaw, *J""l"ri"oi, .'ii iioan rmmense amount of private study on their own or with a fewclose friends.
_ These theorists were Vsevolod Rauzer, lsaak Bojeslavsky. SemvonFurman and Vtadimir Simagin. No,,mdays our rea-d;idiilr[il;;ih"
opening is Yefim Geller. All-these prayers vrere deep thankers whosesignificance is a product of their greai irre"i 

'"irjiii-""' 
,]"r0knowledge.

, Then there are those players who have contributed to proqress
oy reTatntng In thetr memory everything valuable that has aooeireoso raT,tn pnnt or rn actual games. As examples of these,comouter
mrnos we may quote yevgeny Vasyukov. yuri Balashov, bavidBronstein, Mark Taimanov a-nd ieverat ot tne youn! ge,,eiiii;:'
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3 Object iv i ty  in the Ending

'Almost Certain Wins' 25

2) Four pawns against three orl one side oi the board in rook

endings.
Sl n |.;ng" of positrons with krrrght agairrst bishop

A qreat deal ol work rn analysing and syslernatising. engames
*rr Suiii"O out in the multiple volume set of books by Soviet

wiiters unde, the editorship of Averbakh This is being carTled on

,nJJ *unt to draw particular attention to the significant contribution
;;" i; t'h; understanding of opposite-coloured endgames made

bv world champion Karpov in his remarkable games'"'One 
of tf,e main features o{ endgame questions in the research

oi Soviet players is the proof that the endgame ls not an

inO"p""J""i iiage out is drrectlv linked with the mrddle game and

""i,i*im in" "d"ning. The modern grand'naster at some poirlt in

the earlier stages often establishes that the qulckest way to vlcrorv

is i ierres ot eicf'anges so as to go for the ending Here is a curious
example from the '1979 Soviet Spartakiad' 

Karpov-Lutikov, Centre Counter
1 e4 d5 2 ea g,ias 3 Aca grd6 4 d4 A16 5 !f3 96-Ae3

aio z eaZ AsZ 8 As5;5 e d5 Ab4 10 13 Ar5 11 lge4
*d7 12 0-o-o= 

eb.k n1i obviouslv played the opening ignoring the basis of

theoiy. not iust falling'b;hind in developmerrt but, ,more, important'
hui tjio oui his forcis badly, wrthout system Now there is the

simple threat 13 a3 and Black has to let the centre become operl
which always tavoLlrs the better developed side

i -C  . . . - t - s  rg  dc  Exd2-  14  A td2  ' ! >  e4  15  .  xe4

:\ x c6 lt worrld be even worse to play 1 5 N > e4 '1 6 fe 'jx 66
fi o Lal and f7 comes L,rlder pressure whlle Black's klng carlrlot
qo f,*av irom the cerltre There would also be anotl"er' srmpler'
i"u" oi tLtrt,'to 15 . . a,re4, namely the intermediate move 16
cb when Black;s "ormation' would collapse

The concluding part of the game is the most stable of the three
stages. rhe marn methods of play ln the endgame vary litfle with the
passage of time, so the grandmasters use the methods, on the
whote, ot the past, and the same will apply In the future.

What does change with time is the technical armament of an
irrdividual, his knowtedge of the ways to achieve victory in a varjety
of elemerrtary endrngs and plans for exploitjng ad\€ntage tn typical
complicated ones. We draw attention to the aahievemerits of Soviet
researchers in this field while including the work done by Western
analysts.

'Computer Endgames'
This heading compris€s those endings where the means of forcrng

a win or achieving a draw have been established 'to the very end'so
that they could be put, if required, into a computer programme. lt is
noteworthy that jn some cases computers have actuall-y been used
in determining the outcome of certain endings, for example the
ending queen and NP against queen.

Here is the l ist :'l 
) Two kniqhts aqainst oawn.

2) Bishop and RP-aoa'nst pa*n
3) P€wn endings rnvolvrng 'conjugate 

squares:
4, uueen and pawn aqatnsl queen.
5) Rook and pawn aqainst rook.
6) Bishop and pawn lgainst bishop.
7) Knight and pawn agarnst kn,ghi .
u) Hook ano otshop agatnst rook

Of course the number of such computer endings will keep
increasing as time goes on.

Almost Certain Wins'
Theoretical analyses have established pretty accurately the

out_come (win, sometimes draw) in these positions:
1) RP+BP with one rook each.

16 Axf6+ sf 17 -Sd3!

23

A fine resolution ot-lne post,on f ne whlte squares in.the centre

una'on ir',. g iia" aie wejk and a bi'nop establishes itseli gfjl:T-
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The static black Pawn mass in the cerltre is useless and demands
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constant defence. Karpov makes the simple accurate olan of
simplifying the position further into an endjng where the weaknesses
oecome more aooarent.

17 . . . O-O.O 18 trhdl gc7 19 c3 h5 20 AfSt
Threatening rook to the seventh. Black haslo concede a fresh

disadvantage - the retreat of his knight to the very edge of the
board.

20 . . . Hxd221 E xd2 Ab8 22 h4 Ah6 23 Axh6 tr xh6

t'Pff "'/Zz.'t"'/'
% % " & " ' H

ry '&.4%t
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Transposition to the middte game from the opening 27

How does one study such consistency? The answer must- again

be the examination of games with good notes and analysis of one's
own oames from this Point of view.- 

No-w the time has come to deal with the middlegame, the stage
wnen the most important part of the struggle takes place The

theorv of the middlegame is the theory of chess This will Include a

i"iiript'o'i of the re5earch that has been carried out in the USSR'
First however we have to mentlon certain deviations from a correct
understanding o{ chess, of the mistakes made by certaln players

*ho ar" retiss in their general approach. Having indicated these
errors rt will be easier to-depict the correct path which will lead to
progress and a fresh flowering of the art of chess'

24

Summing up the results achieved by White in striving for rne
ending from move 13 onwards we note Black,s fixed pawi mass in
the centre and White's g-side majority which he is about to exploit.
Meanwhile Black's pieces are badly placed and Karpov forces a
ouack win.
_ 24-a4 flh8 25 b4 bG 26 bb trg8 27 @c2 abS 28 ab5 fie829 c4 1-O.

Transposition to the middle game from the opening
AS Kan remarked In his book From the Opening to the Middte

Game a player normally strives to create niiaOte'game positions
which suit his personal tastes and style, but since- the opponent
fights. against thrs it is not always possible to get one,s way and ir ts
usetut to have reseTve objectives if the opponent avoids what one
has in mind or considers the main l ine.
, That is why the abilrty to play the transitional phase is highly rated
by specialists. Botvinnik commented on his opponent in the 195 1
world title match that in the transition from opening to middle game
Bronstein had no equal.
. It is a hopeless sight when a player starts to press on the $-srdeIn tne mtddle game whert  hrs whole conduct ol  the openinq has
been dtrected towards burldirrg up his forces on the opposire side ot
the board. This sounds exaggerated. but it gives an idea of what the
player's task is at the moment of transition. ln the middle game he
must follow up and build upon those features which have"evolved
In the opening, he must be absolutely consistent and accurate in
using his plusses and denying his opponent the chance to exploit
nrs mtnuses.
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4 Compet i t ive or  Creat ive Element ?

Competitive or Creative Element? 29

David Bronstetn writes that he has to state that the sporting

a.i,eni in modern chess is choklng the li{e out of everything else
- -F\€rv 

dav I qo down to the grol,nd floor and collect the papers

""i ' i-r"q"ii; ' l"Jtrom my mail b6x lt is a red letter day when l-find

ini" ir,Z:ut".a issue ol a chess magazrne or the rrewspaper '64' I

reialniorgh tne other pa pers and leaw the chess rtems Yor dessertl
i1"*'f o"i.v chess set out and look at the latest games in the

urilou. 1n".r'tources Those which interest me especially orlce I

ni"" }e.4 through'them mentally are worked through in detail on

the chess board" 
Y;f;hui. sad state of affairs applies now ln recent years ferver

and {ewer qames really catch my attention Games trom even

Iirono iounir."nts are lackirrg in deep strategv and logic' and rt is

a uer\, ,a.e occurrence to find deeplV calculated combrrratlor'ls
orepared by aI the precedlng play' 

in" o,uqrunt irt ihe chesi press draw the reader's atterrtiolr to

mistat<ei, impte tactical strokes and sometimes are iust illustrations
of rather boring PlaY.- 

Tnlrr again 
"irr 

an attempt to keep up ,the ,reader's ir'lterest
aor"ho*ih"r" *ill be a page of dragrams asking the reader to tlnd

a combinational way to victory ln the next number the answeTs aTe

i uu'l.lno,".ting thit the game was played some time early in our

6enturv, sometimes even ir'l the 1gth-- 
N&"r. tina books and magazines At times you can look through

*noie out". coitections of aiournament and still not find anything
il;i;."r;;;id ;"li ittractive, or real art Look through'.for example'
lr|e Informators of recent years or Matanovi6's book Chess is Chess
*nilf, 

-ii 
a iollection of games regarded as the best of recent

decades. Even there you will rarely come acToss comblnatrons w[n

a sparkling finale.
Yet how much pleasure ts grven by genuine works of art, Who

could not fail to be delighted bV the serils-of comblnatlve Dlows

We start with a quotation from petrosian. I admit that I choose hrm
particularly because this calm and solid player cannot possibly be
regarded as a player of the sharply-combinative, Tal-like, sort. As he
once commented of the critics who examined his sportino and
creative achievements They knock me for my draws. tbr my"styte,
they knock me for everything I do:
. Well then this player who was worid champion for six years who
has not lost his hopes of winning back the tifle wrote i; 1g7g as
follows:
. A noticeable tendency in modern chess is the predominance of

the sporting element over the creative. The fact that nowadays the
result ts more imporiant than the content is our misfortune, a
misfortune which the ind iscriminating public applauds. I cannot
think that a player genuinely lo\arg the game can get pleasure just
Trom me number ot pornts scored no matter how impressive the
total. I wili not speak of myself, but for the masters of the older
generation, from whose games we learned, the aesthetic side was
the most important. They too wanted to win, but they didn,t iust
thilrk about how to win a game. bur how to win it worthity.
.. When I started my career there weTe far fewer chess players
than nowadays. Nobody went jnto chess for the sake of woilory
benefits. Nowadays chess has become a popular activity, which has
led not only to a devaluation of tjfles, but also to a proiessionalism
of no great qualrty. Chess is going through a difficult period. On the
one nar]d tt has reached a hrgh level, on the other it has given nse to
a cold pragmatism. People have to learn to distingursh r6al art from
a s!bstitute for it, To disringuish creativitV trom hack_work.
. t-retty strong words from Petrosian! And it is not just words you
h ea r, .dear.reader, but a cry from the heart of a man who has given
hrs whole life to the art.

You might th ink that th is was the opinion of  one man, and that
others don't agree. Yet the fact is that such calls to rid ourselves of
heartless professionalism can be heard from many authorrtatjve
grandmasters. Let us quote iust one.

played in Reshevsky-Vaganian. Skople, 1976

25

1 4  . . .  e 5 !  1 5  f x e s
BXf3 18 Ef1 g'b4+

,-,a > es-r o a > .s Ah4 + !! 17- 32 Y h4
fiith energetic exploitation ol the open
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position of the enemy king.
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19 1[f4 $e7+ 2O1f,g5ge6l21 Afs E xfs and White soon
gave up the hopeless struggle.

How much praise the player from Erevan heard for this game,
possibly much more praise than for winning an international
tournament of average strength. Yes, it is pleasant to play through
such a combination, but how rarely one can nowadays. That is why
we are hearing more and more the comment of experts that chess
nowadays is losing its creative content, that few consistent games
are being played, that deeply calculated impressive sacrifices and
combinations are rare.

As V.Baturinsky wrote in Pravda just before the start of the
1979 Spartakiad 'The participants of the Spartakiad will take note
of the critical comments, addressed in particular at some younger
masters, about excessive pragmatism which impoverishes chess.
They will play games which will give aesthetic satisfaction to
connoisseurs o{ the ancient gamel

An Attempt at Analysis
Before trying to determine the reason for a certain creatrve

deterioration in modern chess we have to formulate an accurate
definition of chess. lt has long been held in the chess world that
chess is a game, a science and an art. Chess contests can be very
sharp and their competitive nature cannot be denied.

In order to prove the scientific aspects of chess it is sufficient to
bear in mind how many books on chess theory are publisheo
throughout the world, how many magazines there are in various
languages. Art is inextricably linked with the production of works of
art which remain in the memory of mankind for centurjes. ls it not
the case that Anderssen's 'Evergreen Game' against Kiezeritsky
contrnues to enthuse the modern chess fan?

One must be fair and admit that the various aspects of chess
attract varying contingents of fans, both in quantity and quality.
Comparatively few people go in for chess science; as an art chess
has more recognition. Yet it is the competiti\€ side which attracts
people in their millions. lt is sufficient to remember the interesr
generated throughout the world by the recent world tifle match in
Baguio, even amongst those who don't even know what the Kino,a
cahbit is.

So the three aspects of chess draw supporters in unequal
number, but does it follow from this that we have to judge ihe
worth of each aspect on numerical criteria alone? Obvi6usl-y first
pnze wtnners aTe known to many, but one must not ignore the fact
that outstanding games enjoy great popularity too. 

-

lhus there must be few real fans who cannot remember a finish
such as that jn Botvinnik-Capablanca, AVRO, 'j939. I trust the
reader will not judge me a braggart, but in various countries of tne

An Attempt at AnalYsis 31

world on being introduced to me people have said'What interesting
;2mes vou plaved: that queetl sacrifice against Averbakh, queen
irtes n3, check. rn the 1953 Candidates Tournament. Or the game

aoainst Barcza at Stockholm, 19521-"ihe 
artistic side is very rmportant in chess, is highly rated by fans'

It has always been recognised that chess is an art, ald jts best
practitioners have be-en described artists. Thus Rubrnsteinoractrtioners have been described as artlsts lhus

described it as the fir]est of arts and this grandiescribed it as the finest of arts and this grandmaster was
considered a great artist by contemporaries- Tartakower ,was

,Translatar,s Note Thls seems tO gnorF the use of the trtle. b,V^thc ast-Tsar'

t ' l " i  olu. t f .  ot tne fLna ists of the St Petersburg tournament of 1914 - LasKer'

Capablanca. Alekh ne, Ta.rasch and Marsha I

inristened 
'the-rebellious artisti while we also have the words of

Apmine 
'l consider chess an art, and accept all those responsibilities

which art places upon its devotees:
'Alrioht. chess is rated as an art, and as a sciencei the sceptic

miqht;etort'yet it's the sportlng side that draws the crowds lf I win
firsi prize in a tournament I am f6ted, the papers write about. me
with praise, the ians greet me with applause -So why should I go
chasinq after'|' ',e c.ealiue side with risky complications and compli-
cateO iacritices? | can win in quiet fashion, calmly, with the help of
'bare technique':

And that is how we got a'tribe'of grandmasters and masters
who not only don't strive for fine works of art in chess, but even run
them down - 'Why go for unnecessary stress? Accuracy, logic'
i".hniqu", those aie 

-the 
things which will bring success and

recognition, and consequently well-bein g:

How This Arose
irom about the beginning of the 2fth century to the end of the

Thirties the iop chess title 'grandmaster' was never formally
awarded to anyone.'

lf some master took first prize in a tournament with the
participation of the strongest players of the time the press,would
iutomatically add grandriaster to his name. Along wrth this the
best qames of thi event would be noted, and the strategic
sionifiiance o{ the play. There were few grandmasters then, but on
in-e otf'er hand doubts weTe never ralsed about whether the holder
of such a title really deserved it. From about 195O onwards the idea
arose of rating and grading lists in order to assess the tournament
performancei of th-e world's best plavers in numertcal fashton
Various methods of calculation were suggested in dltterent
"oun1ii"., and such different systems largely still hold sway today'
At international level the so-called Elo coefficients regularly calcu-
lui"J uy tr''" American professor became the set norm Nowadays
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all the world's strongest players are rated in their order by Elo,
everybody knows his place, who ts ahead of him, who behind.
Naturally everyone strives to move up the ladder and certainly not
to fall back. Top events are made up on these ratings - if you have
a high Elo you are in, if you don't then wait your turn in the queuel

As in every aspect of our complicated present-day world the Elo
rating system has its pros and cons. The pros are clear - some
order has been brought into being, and at any moment people
know where they stand. The players get oriented for a tournament
knowing in advance how many points they have to make to raise
their rating, or in the event of the absence of success what they
need to keeo it at oar.

Yet, in our view, the drawback to this'overall spirit of arithmetic'
cancels out all these advantages. The people'waiting their turn in
the queue'try to improve their standing by the most practical
methods. There is little place here for the beauty and nobility of the
game. Get as many points as possible, go up the list, that is the main
concern of the majority of modern players and the quality ot the
games take second place or is even forgotten completely.

Yet who will criticise a grandmaster for his excessive pragmatism
since his points score, his rating, determines his standard of living,
his invibtion to the next tournament depends on it, as do the
simultaneous exhibition engagements.

Nowadays in the West there are some talented grandmasters
who wander from country to country en route from one tournament
to another. They play'at half throttle' without giving their all. lf they
do badly in one tournament they will go off to the next one hoping
to do better there. They play in Swiss System events and all sorts of
weekend tournaments. There is no time left for analysis of their
games, since it is already time to be off to the next event.

As a result the top title of grandmaster has been significantly
devalued. Once I introduced to Max Euwe a grandmaster who had
held the title for over a decade.'Who was that?' asked the then President of FIDE when the
grandmaster had left us. lAn international grandmaster'; was my
reply, "you yourself awarded him the title:

Real Harm
One could become reconciled to all this if the arithmetic that

drives out creativity did not do real harm to chess. Alekhine wrote
that to achieve success in chess you had to make a thorough study
of yourself and your opponent, but most important of all you had to'have a higher purpose than the satisfaction of the moment. This
purpose lsee in scientific and creative achievements which place
chess on a par with other artsl

The path to the highest achievements is the path of creative
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achievement Alekhine is saying. Only the player who sets himself
the task of creating games with real content can reach the top The
Dlaver who makes chess a game of arithmetic' a game that glves
irim a reasonable living, will never reach the peak of Mount
Olympus. Look around and you wlll see that the top echelon of
cfrbss is titteO by those players who score successes by combining
the competitive element with the creative. Follow the improvement
achieveC by the present world title holder Anatoly Karpov He has a
natural gift of accuracy and an ability to think clearly and logically
and in his youth often beat opponents by purely technical methods'
No\Madays though an element of romanticism and combinative
'f illino-oui' makei his qames more striking and full of content The
trend of a master oi positional methods to go for tactics and
combinative strikes is becoming eveT more marked This is shown
by his increasing friendship witn the'chess magician'-M ikhail T€1, it
ii 'shown bv thi pawn sacrifices and exchange sacrif ices made by
Karpov in the games of his Baguio match

ihere is an6ther side to all this, perhaps the most important
Once during the 1972 Skopje Olympiad the top officials of a certain
Chess Fede-ration asked Botvinnik to give advice that would help
alonq the improvement of one certainly talented player'

B6winnit asked the player if he wrote notes to his games The
answer was no. 'Perhaps not for a magazine, but for y-our own
nenetitZ' persisted Bowinnik leading on his collocutor' Then the
answer came more decisively, no I don't write notes to my games

'ln that case it is too early for us to talk about improvement Let
us return to that in a few Years time:

The misfortune of young people in chess, including. many
qrandmasters is that they cohpletely neglect analy'trcal work This
;;;k ili il pioperly understood. we do not mean the analvsis of
thL or that vai'iatbn, we are talking about a deep penetration Into
il;;"tt Jis"nce oi the chess struggle, about the {ormation of
plans, about seeking the most deeply hidden combinative possl-

bilities. Such 'homework' which all the kings ot chess nave oone
qives one the chance to discover the faults in one's play' to go
ieeoer into the secrets of the game and to widen one's erudition in
cheis.- 

inln eartier period the basis of success was research ability' but
nowadays there is no approach to a game as a whole We.must' as
. 

-matt"l 
ot urgency, bring back the analytical approach to chess:

{M.Botvinnik).
And here is another quote from Botvinnik 'l personally never

stood out amongst my contemporaries, because I always had to

;;;;;";. by haro"wort. Tal, on the other hand, there is an example
ot someone who did not have 10 work at it:- 

iperionalty cannot agree with the second half of that statemeni'
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since I have often had occasion to see how hard Taldoes work. You
only have to look at his notes to games to see how much effort he
puts in. These variations, full of a web of complicated combinations,
could only be produced by many hours of study at home.

Let us sum up our reflections. Our beloved art is becoming
unfortunately a more 'arithmetical' game, not just in the reckoning
up of the full and half points, but in its very essence - in the
process of thinking about moves. This arithmetic is clearly killing
creativity and thai leads to sad results. Only a few grandmasters
have been able to avoid this risky trend, and they find their rewa rd
in the achievement of the highes.t results, in becoming wortd
champions and challengers for this title. The majority, alas, including
many young grandmasters, have completely rejected the analytical
approach. For this ihey are being punished by chess, the punishment
being their gradual transformation into hacks, destroying all the
bright prospects due to their natural talent.

This failing is intensified by the Elo system in the form it now
takes since it supresses the creative side of talent and forces the
player to chase after points in order not to have his rating fall.

We have to answer this question here: is it always possible for a
player to restrict his choice of moves to safe ones, and plav without
rask, restricting himself to purely technical manoeuvring?

lf you study the games of the great classic players you must
conclude that the combinative method, the search for beauW in
chess, the risky path, not only enhance chess but also give chances
of victory in positions where the technical approach would most
likely lead to a colourless draw.
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Dd4 41 Hf2 axf3 42 trXf3 Adsland Black remainsa piece up.

What Should be Done?
How can we put right the dangerous trend we have described so

as to prevent the further deterioration of the game into one of
arithmetic. Some people suggest extreme measuTes, such as
getting rid of the Elo system. This is no solution, since the ratings
have a part to play in determining comparative strength when
arranging that tournaments are filled with players of about equal
strength. In the Soviet press where the question has received a lot
of attention there have even been suggestions of some new system
of ratings for creativity. This would only lead to more confusion,
wth each player having two numbers to his name. Yet if we
generalise from the views already expressed we can suggest
various measures.

First of all the liquidation of the 'arithmetical' deviation is the
social duty of the players themselves, a duty they owe themselves
as well as us. Everyone wishes to get the best results, and after all
'The criterion of real strength is a deep penetration into the secrets
of a positionl (T. Petrosian).'How is it that your Karpov came to lose?'was the question or
comment addressed to me during the '1979 Spartakiad. My reply
was that no-one is insured against loss even the normally unbeatable,
and that after this first loss the champron went on to play some
first-class games. This was my short answer to not very knowledge-
able spectators, and it was only to a few of the people there that I
went into greater detail over my reflections on the very interesting
loss by the world champion to the talented master l.lvanov in the
Uzbekista n-Leningrad match.

It is well known that Capablanca did not always analyse the
games he won, but he always devoted a lot of attention to those he
lost. This is proof of the fact that the greatest players always had a
critical attitude to their olav and tried to root out errors and make
their olav more universal. Alekhine's hard work on his notes is well
known and every annotated game by Fischer gives the same
impression. When Botvinnik first played in tournament his play was
rather dry. Then, when in the 1933 Soviet Championship he beat
Rauzer with Black, the demanding Botvinnik who was alwai-s hard
on himself gave himself praise for his combinative play, statlng,
'Finally I have played the sort of game I have been wantrng to play
for a long time:

In telling the patient fans of all this I then claimed that in the
lvanov-Karpov game we had seen in a cedtaln sense a new and
special sort of Karpov. I feel I am not mistaken in alleging that the
world champion tried to play this game in a manner he had not
adopted before against top class opposttion.

26

- In his well-known game against R6ti, Alekhine could have played
26 .. Ea3 restricting hrmself to purely technical play. lt is not
clear whether he would have won in this case. Yet what a meteor,
like progress the beautiful game made throughout the world of
chess after the moves 26 . . . fie3! 27 g1l3 cb 28 gXbE lc3!
29 g',xb7 gxbT 30 AxbT axe2+ 31 gh2 Ae4! 92 trc4l
aXf2 33 1!g2 and now the sbrtling ten mo\€ deep combinaton
99 . . . -4"01 A flc2 fls4+ 35 €h3 6e5+ 36 €)h2 E xf3t
37 flxe2 ls4+ 39 €h3 Ae3+ 39 €/h2 Axc2 40Axf3
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Can you credit it that this position was reached as Black by the
normally restrained and technically perfect Karpov? Rather does
the position remind me of openings played by Tolush with his
famous war-cry 'Forward, Kazimirovichl'or by Tal. I would have
easily understood if Black had taken a draw by perpetual check
after 15 Sd2, but Karpov mixed things even more by 15 . . . 96
16 traf  1 ge7 17 a3t5.

A weird positionl Black's king is stuck in the centre, he has no
safe refuge on the flank. Black played stubbornly to defend this
position in what followed and it took all of White's heroic fighting
spirit to overcome Black's defence.

The world champion's attempt to try out sharp tactical methods.
with some slight infringement of strategic principles can only be
welcomed. We see here a clear striving to adopt a more universal
style, an obvious desire to bring in elements of risk and sharpness
ro nrs game.

This should not be taken as meaning that Karpov formerly was
slow in spotting tactical chances. Ouite the reverse. His team of
helpers have often been surprised by the way he can hit upon
unexpected moves, often much more quickly than it took a player
of sharD combinative stvle to find them. I have found this swift
grasp too when I have shown him complicated positions.

The point to note is this: when players of a sharp style spot
combinations or tactical strokes thev flare uo at once. and describe
them in joy'ful emotional tones. 'l 've found it!' Karpov would react
differently, speaking of such possibilities without any great
enthusiasm. One gains the impression that for him the search for
tactical lines is a Derfectlv normal state of affairs. This means that he
works through such lines, but then acts on the well-known principle
whv should one win bv a ten-move combination when there is a
win bv a ouiet line and in a shorter number of moves.

So let not the reader think that we are appealing just for rollicking
complications. The beauty of chess is not exhausted by such an
approach, but is to be found too in the consistent, logical, technical
things such as we tend to associate with Karpov.

27
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tany years I have noted the same pattern in a number of
countries. A y6ung man of talent progresses qulckly to the front
iink in nis country, wins the national title and goes on to further
.r"cess". at international level He is written about enthusiastically
in the pap"tt, and the most radiant hopes are expressed in the
woras usdO to describe him - our Fischer, or a new Karpov fhese
"ornt"nt, are not to be condemned outright as thev reflect the
hrdden desires of the chess players of that country.

Vet the years go by, the talented player is an lM and then-a GM,
but then . . stop! He does not turn into a new Fischer or Karpov
He doesn't even make the last eight who qualify for the Candldates
M"t.n".. Instead he merely figuies in the middle echelon of GM's
and soon becomes'one of the also'rans'of chess.

What are the reasons for this? First of all a failure to measure up
to his responsibilities towards his native Chess Federation The'star'
iiarts to'have a careless attitude towards the interests of his
national team, and also stops playlng in internal tournaments,
carrying this as far as non-participation in the natlonal champlonshlp'
Why s6ould he? The prizes are not very high, the going is tough
Far more profitable and far more pleasant to play in an international
event of average or even mediocre strength. This habit of avotdtng
the really tough encounters and looking for easy meat leads.to a
drop in the lemands made upon oneself, and thereby to a
worsened standard of PlaY.

That is why in the Soviet Union it has become a rule to apply a
certain amount of disciplinary pressure on all our grandmaslers to
take part in the. USSR Championship irrespective of their titles or
recent achievements.

When I have raised this topic the officials of foreign federations
declare 'lt's all very well for you. Your players get help from the
Soviet Chess Federation and are subordinate to it. Nothing works
like that on our players:

Nothing of the sortl This is only an excuse. lf you examine the
position s6riously you will find that in any country any grandmaster
depends to some extent on his federation. He not only plays chess,
he writes books, runs a chess column, and is keen to get
simultaneous exhibitions for which he is paid. The chess ruling body
of a country can certainly have a say in deciding such matters
What is needed is a firm hand in this matter, i{ only because tne
outcome will be in the interests of the grandmaster himself Out of
character weakness the player may avoid the national championshlp'
but it should not be difficult to prove to him that such participation
is essential for the encouragement of young talent

Do not think that I am only pointing the finger at torergn playe's
There are quite a few examples like this in the Soviet Unron' even
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though we try and make our grandmasters play in the SovietChampronshrp. Usrng varrolrs excuses some of our players qei outoT lnls oDttgatton, and this goes on untiJ the .star, 
finds that 

-he 
canno,tonger get rnto the Super League of the USSB Championship,

and has to start in the First Division or at an even lower staqe.
_ There is no doubt that such talented grandmasteis is Suutn "nOKuzmin have not realised their potentrai Boleslavsky e"ptain"O tnelrregular pattern of success of the latter Ov pointinir ouiinat

II:TIl-YT :eadv lo plav chess at anv trme ano 
"rnoli 

unycondfttons, but considered that sitting at the board by oneself was aboring business. This is a serious m'istake as prlvate itujv coversnot only the mechanical memorisation of opening variations, Outalso consrderarion ot mrddle game problems whi6h helps one toTrno new approaches in actual play.
borvlnntk nas hts comments on this too: ,Along with myretirement from chess analytrcal work seems to have qo;e to;: *asnrs sad comment at one lecture. We do not aqretentirelv withthese pessimistic words, but there rs an element; truth in ihem. ltis the duty of players of the older generation to follow thedevelopment of their successors and to eicou.agJ tf,em to 6"cornuerudite. just as this task also falls upon the game:s rulinq bodies.I often have occasion to hear from ,i, cofflaqrei il;;;"",

comptaint that the younger generation are totally iqnorani J tn"games oT tormer times. po,ugayevsky once enthised over rnepleasure he got from analysing'some games of the Hastinqs-ig95
tournament. you don't hear comments like that from the 

"voun.,..
generation. Rather does one tend to hear this sort oi tnro fi-t tX"iI quote it from a sense of being offended. uut ii .f.,uiX.i"iuii"f ,One player once addressed me."clearly *inting io ;r; ;;;;fi "gpleasant to me, thus:- ,Alexander Alexandrovich, i,joi io r.no*yesterday that you too are a grandmaste r'.
__ r-1 ,r,. qury of the young ptayer to know the history of chess and
9^:!:9l-thg besr garnes ot the past. just as rt rs tne duty o;tne-oiOer
Se:9!91'9n to encourage such study of the gtorious past.

rossrbty the reader can come up with better ideas, but here is a
:ummgry oflhe proposals land my coileagues Har" in rninO.l urn
:yi,. Jh"t FIDE. now led by the grear cness connorsseur FridnK
y'u-trlonl wr 

 

gr.ve due,weight to the comments of those who aspareto see a better future for chess, a more creative aporoach.
'i 
) We must change attitudes. goth offjcial accounts of tournamentsand reports in the press should deal more with the leading iole ofcreatrvtty and should crjticise,those unfortunate peopte *tio iiit tonotice the harm done by the purely competitive [oini of view

2) We must put on a regular foot,ng the award of recognition tor
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o"il"illJ ii'ifi"L'iffJl"s; puni"'tiont in makins their contents
more attractive and interesting''#"'IJfn:HiJ':'i'',jE[il"Yi"*ti-swliehlgY:,!-eTi=:::e^1
f "'.' ff# l):,:J'.:'fi if;:;ffi;";;i-"G: :glll.::* ::;.:9 J?il3J
li',i'iil! 6?,1,".i'r.j"[i. riii,-.iu' n"ped that we can carry these



Competitive or Creative Element?

ideas through and thereby increase the numbers of those interested
in the creative aooroach to chess. lf it succeeds this movement will
turn the talented young grandmasters who are wasting their gifts in
endless Swiss System tournaments into outstanding sportsmen
and passionate supporters of the creative art of chess.

5 Studying the Middle Game

We now turn to the question ot how the middle game is tly!]:-q. i"

in" u sb i. r n i J't9 I. _*i,h $ gil il'i :'.".'J:T 
"J "3i;'&5',I:ltif; i;

especially as laid down bY sleln
iii-u" tb""o in other books, we merely summarise-th,e elements
i.it,i"n. giuno.rster takes into account in analysing and assessrng

a posltlon.'ti'"''"t"u 
i m porta nt positiona I elem e n ts' 9 pu tt,,1!o i -Tu^t:']:l

b.il;""": 
';."J 

;#fi;;";-;;;ri point'' op"n rines' the-centre and
liiii.iZoili,,iii"'uii n...noniou, pi'"" ?g-".i-s: .r:1,^1Pi*s""^?:l:sDatial advantage ano natlrlerrruu5 r' �rw' Prov" 'v

il:il;;l;;; ti" point of .view,or these 1"""1"j:.::9-"ljT,::T:9
[o""ni*"r]n. queition which torments the player at every move:

wH"'jllt"::Tfl;UTir"!r?'"*l-er arrived at a pran is rormed
for future attack and defence

ri$i;"fi;"": ;i: ".iv'i',"a assessment-have 9:'l 9:"-l"Y::
f"r";"*T";";;;t"iv "o*-r" o" oav the most Itp?ry:l-f:.1Yj:
sl# :1o ;""i; # ii i. Ji g'"*;l i m porta nce ) lhP f Tl Ti^"jy:tYll
ilil:;;;i tvtical mid"dle garie positions' and their classificatron
iccording to various identifying factors'

n". v"Y i"ni!-*"* nas noi been p operlv..ct1l::d^,i
rit#tule. uJ it'i. po.tiut" that my attempt will have errors

omissions, inevitable in such a case" 'W;ft 
i;;inl ptetis" thai all middle game positions can be

divided into two basic grouPs:-
a )Pos i t i onsWh ichcanno toe reso lvedbyana lys i sbu tby in tu i t i ve
decisions.
iiiostiont resolvable by means of variations or logic

Positions requiring intuitive decisions
There are cases when a posii'on cannot be. worked out' bV

*ri"'t*.lt"Jif'e mass of poisibilities baff les the human mind , We

;;.-|ff;;inJr;en an advanced chess computer (of the sort we

ii ""i u"i nu"u i"uilable) could cope with such a task,""i;;;;i" 
ieason for this tends to be that there is a sharp cnange

chess
s and
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in the material balance as the attacking side sacrifices a piece or
pawn, after which the normal methods of assessment recede into
the background.

A decisive role is played in such cases by the'iaste'of a player, by
his liking or antipathy for 'unclear' positions. In such positions the
moves are made not on the basis of calculating variations but on
Lntu rtron.

The recognised virtuoso of intuitive positions Tal writes 'Calculation

is only one side of it. In chess no less lmportant is intuition,
inspiration, or if you prefer, mood. lfor example cannot always
explain why in one position this move is good, and in another bad.
ln my games I have sometimes found a combination intuitively
simply feeling that it must be there. Yet I was not able to translate
my thought processes into normal human language:

Here is an example of his fantasy in Tal-Filip, Moscow, 1967:

Seeing that slow methods would lead to the petering out of his
initiative White went for the intuitive sacrifice 19 Axf/!? €)Xf7
20 gXh7. Obviously Tal had calculated the first few moves and
weighed up the chances of bringing up his reserves.

2O . . .  e5  21  EXdB EXdS (21  gxdg  i s  bad ,  22  ghS)
22 ghs g€6.

What has White
nroccrrro hr ,  ??

initiative.
23 h3!
Simple and convincing. White prevents the queen exchange and

gives his king a flight square.
2 3  . . .  A c S
It is not possible for the finest chess mind to calculate all the

possibilities in this position. Black finds it difficult to 'unwind' his
pieces and get his king into safety. The possibilities may be
illustrated by the following variation 23 HdO 24 fie 1 $fB 25
tre3 6fa 26 $xes SxeS 27 pxeS fld1+ 28 €)h2 AdO 29
AXd6 EXd6 30 trf3+ trf6 31 Ec3 and White gets a material
aovanrage.

24 €)h1

Positions requiring intuitive decisions 43

White carries on as if there was nothing special in the qosilrof'' 9:
r n" nia "ot iiCri.riceo a piece'. lt is the need !9 I19l .",."]T.: t^*l
i.irivlii r"ti"", tharcreates the psvcholosical gllylll":i:: P-"ll
sides. Not[..'lf oi "t".von" *ill voluntarily agree to iake on such diificulties'

24  . . .  l Ld4? !

Tigran Petrosian.

29

i-aufioilto*. 24 Hd6l would leave better defensive
.n"n"es Wh'tu could continue 25 14, but aIler 25 eI 26

;"""!-gxe+ 27 Etxd6 Axh3l the pos;tron is far from clear'
froweveianother attacking line would br;ng White detlnlte galns -

25 Ee 1 Ada 26 c3 fic5 27 c4
25 H.d1 Ed6
Not"zs 

..- 
Ab6 26 E x dg AXdB 27 I4l wirh dangerous

threats for White.
26 Aa3 Ea6
in"-8""isG error, vet the alternative 26 ' trd8 27 c3 Ab6

29 qxdS AxdB 29 f4 also leaves Brack in t rouble'-"fr 
n*Tq to Q7 . ed 28 Ad5 trxa3 29 g'fs+

finishes it).
One can find manv examples like this in Tal's play' especiallY in hts

uounq"|. ;"rioO lt was this ieature that led his trainer' A Koblenz' to

iJilri"ni-oi ir"h positions, 'Never mind about Misha being
rut"iiir oo*n. lrthere is iust one open line on the board he will

force mate!'- 
riis cui,ous to note that nearly every grandmaster sooner or later

has to olav intuitive posltions. The most difficult ot all to Judge are
if.ror" "if',i6n i"torvJ ihe sacrifice of just a pawn As,the saw runs: if

vou can weiqh Jp the chances afler a piece sacrlllce on orolnary
ieles vou ndd the most.sensitve scales to measure the consequences
of a oawn sacriftce.- 

iniuitiue oos,tions aTe so Interestlng that they sometimes attract
the attentron of even such ratiorlal players as Anatoly Karpov or

2B

achieved? Black threatens to liquidate all the
$94, but Tal had seen a way to keep the

Thrs rs Karpov Dorfnan, Sovret Ch Top Leagle'. 1-9-76 -

l c a asj 69 l s a * 92 .F 99,il6 ",""1 ,nJI"t l#l?.t" 30 * ̂  *
..il'iiil35 3H:"'XAlXl:"il'':?Y;;;;; ;;; ;;'rtended to meet
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l-7 :  Ab6 by 18 f le1 AxdS 19 pg2, and 17 .  lc5 by 18
fie1 fla7 19 llh3 with the possibte amusinq finish tt. . . gf8
20 SxcS Axf6 21 ge8+ Ss7 22 sf +-@ha 23 gxsE+
flxg8 24 fle8 mate.
- 1.8 Qxe5 de 19 f4 Afs 20 Ah3 Axh3 21 flxh3 pc8 22
fe $c4!

White has two central pawns for the piece and an extra one on
the flank. So, material equality, but the position is hard to assess.
Black's pieces are fairly active, there are no white mjnor pieces left,
and it is hard to force a penetration with maior pieces alone.

23 E1d3 srf4+ 24 Sb1 ftc4l
Black makes a confident counter-attack, putting his pieces on

excellent squares. yet Karpov manages to prove the superiority of
nts posEon.

25d6 8e426 trhe3 Exe32z f lxe3gxh428gf3!
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Loqical positions
Leadinq players have learned how to resolve many positions by

carrying through a logical plan based on exact analysis and
assessment. After working out the main positional factor in a given
positron the player carries out operatlor'ts designed to enhance this
iactor until the growing advantage lets him'crush'his opponent or
play a combinative blow that leads to mate or great materlal
advantage.

The great specialist in working out such logacal plans was
Botvinnik. Here is his position against Lilrenthal after 15 moves in
the Moscow, 1936, tournament. (see diagram 20)

White has control of the centre, harmoniously placed pieces and
occupies more space. These factors are used to follow through a
plan of 'sutfocating' the opponent.

16 tr fd1 Axd4 17 Axd4 d5 18 a4l
PreGnting to the maximum degree the freeing advance b6-

b5, which is Black's only way of getting any sort of active play
Botvinnik continues to prevent this, and only permits it when it
leads to a quick win for White.

18 .  . .  fe8 19 Ads Hc6 20 pxsT Qlxg7 21 h4
Another link in the plan. Black is given the choice of playing

h7-h5 with a weakening of his €-side and a later possibility of line
opening by White there, or of moving his decentralised knight away
from 97 and so permitting h4-h5. Black decides to temporlse, but
this is no improvement.

21 . . . Ee8 22 Ec3 ahs 23 gfd4 bs
This looks like some freedom at last, but it has all been taken care

of by Botvinnik. There was the alternative 23 . . AJ6 when 24
flxf6 exf6 25 gxf6 is bad because of 25 .. d5! but White
could instead lust keep the pressure on by not taking on f6. After
24 . . . Axdb 25 exdS followed by h4-h5 White would start a
winning attack on the €-side.

24Cbab 25 Edcl ! trxc3 26 flxc3 ba 27 HcTl

30

Forcing penetration by the queen, so
concrete threats.

29 . . . ts' 95 29 [e1 u,g2 30 E1fs
de €xe7

Now the material is level, but White's initiative forces a win.
"" 39 gf4l a5 34 gh4+ €eB 35 gxhT gf3 36 gh8+ Se7 37
ghl+ g€ 38 gc4t glb7 3s b3 tre6 40 Esl trxe5 41
fl98- $e7 42 g"n4+ &d7 43 gf6t fie7 44 gr5+*d6 45
#!9-tr.gs 46 gdsr €e6 47 €b2! f6 48 flf8 gs7 49 &c8+
BdS 50 *c4+ 1-O

Resolvable positions
This is a large section which inciudes almost all chess positjons. lr

can be divided further into:-
1) Positions resolvable by logrcal plans and precedents _ logical
pos/t|ons
2) P_ositions resolvable by calculation - calculable positions
3) Positions resolvable by'tacking to and fro, - manoeuvring
posltrons. The crowning of the plan with penetratlon to the 7th rank and

dlrect threats io the enemy king. lt 27 gx b3? then 28
f XeT+ flxe7 29 flc8+ mating.

that White now gets

Es6 31 Efl g'ds 32
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46 Studying the Middle Game

27 . . . g'bs 28 ba $e2+ 29 gd2 g/xf2+ 30 €xf2
Black has avoided mate but the suoer-active white Dieces

combined with the unstoppable pawn at a4 makes it a simple win
for White. lt must be noted that the possibility of such an ending
arose logically in the plan of using his space advantage, and rt is
possible that rt even was envisaged in preparation before the game.

3O .  .  .  e6  (Not  30  .  EaB 31 EcB+ SxcS 32 NxeT+)
31 Ab6 AfO 32a5 f lb8 33 f ic8+ PXcB 34 NxcS le8 35

a6 fc7 36 a7 tlla8 37 Axd6 gf8 38 e5 $e7 39 $e3 f6 40
&44h6 41 Ac9+ &17 a2&e4 $97 43 Sd4 Nc7 44 $c5 1-0

This game won first prize for the best played game. ldraw
attention to the fact that in Soviet tradition the best game prize is
awarded not just for a cascade of bnllia nt sacrifices but also for iron
logrc.

J ust such a fine impression of iron consistency comes from thrs
effort by a pupil of Botvinnik in the game Karpov'Unzicker, Nice
Olvmoiad. 1974.

The general impression is that White merely stands slightly'freer'
with his centre pawn on the Sth rank giving him rather more space.
Yet Black has no weaknesses and is ready to repel an assault at any
part of the board.

Karpov forms a plan of strengthening his position fudher which
may be summarised thus:-

Block ti,e a-file by $a7 to prevent rook exchanges and a
simplification of the position. Under the protection of this bishop
concentrate the major pieces on the a'file, then at anv moment the
retreat of the bishop will threaten to dominate that file. However
this is not enough by itself to win. lt will have to be combined wrth
threats on the €-side and a general cramping of the enemy forces.
The possibility of alternating play on the $-side and on the a-file will
stretch Black's detensive resources.

24 Aa7! Ae8
Note carefully that Black fails to form a counter plan here. lt was

obvious that White's $-side threats involved the advance f4, since
he had no other way of making progress. So Black should have
planned the formation Ae8, dd7,,t&e7, when f4 can be met by ef
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and Black will establish a knight on the fine square e5. White's
possible establishment of a knight on c6 via d4 could be neutralised
sy Nd7-bB.'ln 

that case White would probably have to defer f4 until he had
prepared it by g3, so as to meet ef by gf. Even then though Black's
concentration of forces on e5 would give him a chance to conduct
a most stubborn defence, whereas now he gradually slides downhill

25 Ac2 t)c7 26 Heal $e7 27 $b1 Ae8 28 Ae2 Ad8 29
6h2 Ag7 30 f4-White 

gets this in as soon as possible, exploiting the fact that an
enemy knrghl  cannot come to e5.

3 0 . . .  f 6
A confession of his inability to undertake anything White now

presses the enemy forces back to the last two or three ranks and
Black can only wait.

31 f5 s5
This is total capitulation. Black still had some slight chances if he

kept up the tension on the €-side.
32

33

32 Ac2
With the simple plan of using h5 as a transfer point for first

bishop and then queen to get close to the enemy king. These
manoeuvres would probably not be so effective if Black were not
tied down all the time by White's threat to switch back to the
g-side.

32 . . . Af/ 3:] 6g3 4lb7 3a Adl h6 35 q h5l g'e8 36 $d1
Ad8 37 Ea3 €f8 38 E1a2 €g8 39 Aga gf8

Obviously Black cannot bke tvvice on h5 because of the knight
fork on f6. Sooner or later the weakened white squares will tell.

40 Ae3 €g8 41 Axfl+ Axf/ 42 g'hs ld8 43 $s6!--
Capturinglhe queen is bad as the white knights on h5 and i5 tn

conjunction with the pawn at gO will create grave threats
43 . .. €/f8 44 Ahs! 1-0
The only chance of holding the f 6 pawn is 44 . . gf 7, but then

45 Qga 6eB 46 Ab6 would lead to the ideal situation envisaged
in Karoov's plan.
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At times during a game the position suddenly reminds the player
that he has seen something like this before. This is frequently the
case with the more erudite player, and occurs particularly frequently
when playing 'logical' positions.

This is quite logical; when we have tough close conflicts with the
pieces 'mixing it'and giving blow for blow it is practically impossible
to find an exact precedent for the concrete position before one. On
the other hand logical plans make a deep impression on the mind
and the more analytical work one does the more such precedents
are fixed in the consciousness. The usefulness of such a storage of
knowledge cannot be over-estimated in its economy of time and
mental effort.

This approach is often seen in Botvinnik's games and his game
notes often draw attention to the feature. Thus in his 1Oth game of
the world title return match with Tal in 1961 he writes 'Obviouslv

Black does not go for the pawn win by 12 .. ab4 13 €d2
Exa2 14 flxa2 $1xa2, sinqe this would hand over the initiative
to White. Black hurries to advance his b-pawn in imitation of the
plan demonstrated in the Janowski-Capablanca game, New York,
1 9 1 6 1

That game had opened 1 d4 Af6 2 Af3 dS 3 c4 c6 4 lc3
Afs 5 g/b3 gb6 6 g/xb6 ab 7 cd lxdb I AxdE cd 9 e3
lc6 1O$d2and nowcame 10 .  .  .  AdTl lwi th Capablanca plan-
ning to ad\€nce . . . b6-b5 and then transfer his knight to c4.

So with this game in mind Botvinnik treats his position in the
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Capablanca manner.
12 . . . aa5 13 Ac3 b5 14 Afl b4 ls Abs €d8 16 Af3

irc4-Capablanca's 
plan has been followed and has brought Black a

definite advantage.
17 Axc4 dc 18 Ad6 AxdG 19 exd6 Ac6 20 AeS AXhl

21 axf7+ &ea 22 Axhg Ae4 23 d5 ed 24 Ad4 Af6 2s
@d2 &d7 and Black exploited the extra pawn without much
trouble.

Another example in the 13th game of the same match.

Botvinnik was White and wrote'lt is not hard to find a plan here.
It was successfully used in a similar position tn a training game
Boleslavsky-Botvinnik, Voronovo, 1952. and consists of the
undermining of Black's pawn chain by b2-b3 and a2'a4. lt is
surprising that although White openly went for this plan my
opponent, in essence, did not try to counter it:

14 Sc2! Ad7 15 6e2 Af8 15 Aca a6 17 b3 HacB 18
Ad3 Ab6 1 9 Ae2 trd6 20 &b2 f5 21 fldcl fi16 22 a4 ba 23
baa524&c2c4  25  Hcb l  pba  26  l a2ScS27pxcS  f i xcS
28 lc3.

White's advantage is obvious. White could have won bV 28 f 4,
but he decided to achieve victory by positional methods and duly
did so.

Yet another example of this in Botvinnik's notes to Spassky-
Botvinnik, Soviet Team Ch. '1966:-

1 e4 cG 2 d4 d5 3 lc3 de 4 Nxe4 SfS 5 Ag3 Ag6 6 h4 h6
7 Af3 AbdT 8 h5 Ah7 I  Ad3 Axd3 10 gxd3 Of6'This welfknown variation of the Caro-Kann is a favourite
weapon of Spassky's . . . . unfortunately for my opponent the
whole variation was well known to me, since as long ago as 1928 |
had occasion to write notes to a game Grigoriyev-Pa nov, where thts
same opening was played!'

Comment is superf luous.
One may find similar examples of the exploitation of past

precedents by such specialists of planning as Karpov, Petrosian and
Keres amongst others. A care{ul examination of such examples
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50 Studying the Middle Game

should convince the reader of the need to get to know the games of
the past. As the proverb puts it'Why invent the bicycle all over
again?'Another argument in favour of this is the need to avoid the
dangers of time trouble. lf people are going to devote so much time
to the study and memorisation of opening lines let them devote just
as great a zeal to the study and building up of a memory bank of
logjcal  plans.

Calc ulable positions
This has three aspects: combinational positions, positions with

forced variations and positions with alternating blows.
After quiet manoeuvring or tactical play there often arises a

position in which a decision can be forced by a sacrifice. The
outcome may be either forced mate or extensive win of material.

This is Agadzhanya n-Farbisovrch, USSB Ch 1977, Swiss System
qualifier. Black exploits the open position of the king.

1  . . .  g ' h2+  2&xh2EXf l+  3  gh3  Ehs+  4$sa  S f4+
5 gg3 trffs+ 6 $94 flfgs mate.

The following f inish f rom Westin-Karlsson, Stockholm, 1973 is
also str ik ing.

essential difference
sacrifice is missing.

40

Resolwble posilons 5l

from combinations is that the element of

From Alekhine-Vid ma r, New York, 1924.
12 Deb gXc3 (Capturing on eS would leave the g-side too

weakened in the face of attack by White's pieces) 13 AXdT
axdT 14 g'b1

This threatens not just h7, but also A-e7-b4 irapping the queen,
so Black has to give back the pawn at once.

14 .  .  .  f le8 15 AxhT+ €h8 16 Ac2!
With ihe double threat g-d 1-h5 and $a4 winning a pawn.
16 . . . lf8 17 Qa4 fle6 18 g/bs and White won a pawn.
Positions with alternating blows can be illustrated by this play

from the 1gth match oame. Alekhine-Euwe, 1937.

13 . . .  ab4 14 Ab5+ Bf8 15 8e2 Ac5 16 Ad1 Afs 17
h3 hs 18 Ag5 8bG 19 Ah4 Ae4 20 hg Ac2

With every move the complexities grow in baffling fashion. . .
21 fc3 ad4 22 r&fi \22 gd2 would wtn) 22 .. hg! 23

Aa+ 8cZ Zq Hxeq de 25 $c4 flac8 26 Hacl bG 2.7 f]xcS
oi ze gao gxes 29 pxcS gxgS 3o $xcs+ $xcs 31
ExcS EXh432 f ic4 le2+ 33€/f1 Af434gg1 g3landthe
game finally ended in a draw.

Here there were no combinations, no forcing manoeuvres, just a
series of threats, counters, and counter-threats, all move by move
Manoeuvring positions

What do manoeuvTes consist of? Obviously not comblnative
hlows nor deep, lonq-term plans We rarely get forcinq variattons

38

+t

39

Black made the shattering move 1 SfTl! running into a
knight fork,  but af ter 2 AXd6+ Se7 3 gxbb came the fresh
blow 3 Af4+ forcing mate next move.

These cases are well covered in existino literature. so we do not
need to laboJr the pornt.

Wins can often be forced bv forcino manoeuvres where the
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52 Studying the Middle Game

either. Instead the play is quite different and consists of tacking to
and fro move by move, often combined with separate quickly
changing short-term plans. This is best seen from a concrete example.

A deep analysis of the position (Alekhine-Fergrn, Kemeri, 1937)
will indicate that it is a level position. From various points of view,
weaknesses, occupation of open lines, space, the centre, piece
placing, the sides are about equally placed. As a result there are
long regroupings with the aim of achieving some slight benefit.
Short term plans are mixed in with play move by move - one
player attacks a bishop, the opponent moves it away, one player
occupies an open file, the opponent resists this by putting a rook on
that file too.

This cat and mouse game goes on until one side gets the
advantage as a result of his excellent play and a slip by the opponent.

15 Hfel  gd7 16 Ah2
The first short term plan - transferring the knight from c3 to f4.

Not that I can see any real advantage in this, but you have to make
moves of some sort or other.

16 .  .  .  Afds 17 6e2 tr fd8 18 Af4 Af5 19 Axds
It seems to me that this exchange could have been made with the

same effect with the knight from c3, but play in level positions is
subject to such comments since it cannot be of an absolute logic.

19 . . . AxdS 20 Ac4l Ae6 21 a4 HacS 22 Ab3 8c7
23 a5

White has achieved a little but not enough to bring about a
change in the assessment as level. What follows is minor regrouping
and simply waiting. Play in level positions often involves waiting
moves. As Tarrasch wrote 'When you can't see what to do it is best
to give the opponent a chance to move and you wait for his
m ista ke:

23 . . . ,Wd7 24 Al4 $e7 25 Ag3 Hc7 26 Ab3 '{gd7 27
Ah4 Eb8 28 Sa4 Sc8 29 flacl

Once again a series of moves and nothing changed in essence.
What boring play might be the comment, yet chess is not just
pretty combinations and logical plans. lt is also hard work, real graft
and grind, when you have to work over many tons of ore in order
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io find the speck of gold that makes up a positional advantage.
29 .. . Hc4?
Black's patience gives out and he makes a bad slip. By 29

b5 30 Ab3 flbb7. or 30 ab trxb6 Black could maintain a
nerfectly reasonable position. Now he gets into difficulties' 

30 As3 llfg 31 h4! AfG 32 Ab3 E xcl 33 fl xcl $d7 34
42

d5!
43

White has had to manouevre to and fro for almost 20 moves to
make this slight advance which cramps the enemy minor pieces.
This long waii for something concrete illustrates both the difficulties
and special features of play in level posltions.

34 . . . Afs 35 g/b4 Ae4
This too is not best. 35 . . . Ae4 would offer better chances.

Now a pawn sacrifice develops a dangerous initiative as White's
pieces get some real scope.

36 gd4l Eds 37 Ad2 Axds 38 Axd5 Axds 39 Ae4!
The point. The threat of 40 $xds and 41 Nf6+ allows

penetration of the enemy camP.
39 . . . Ss7 40 Axd6 8e6 41 *d2 AfG 42 t8c2 b6? -.
Leads to --quick loss. Black had to show inventiveness and find

the variation 42 . . . Ah.< 43 Ah2 b:-cl 44 6xI7 trfB 45 Ad6
Ad4 46 Ef 1 ge7 with some counter chances.

43 $c7!
White forces his way in to the 7th rank and it is along this line

that White wins.
€ . . . ad7 M axfTl HlB 144 gixfT 45 Hd1 etc.) 45

Adg grf6 46 Edl l 1-0
I must return here to the question of the dangerous trend

towards pure pragmatism which I have already mentioned, marked
by regular particip;tion in tournaments but lacking all other positive
factois such as study of the creative heritage of the past and the
writing of notes to one's games. The point is that such players tend
to drif-t into the'tacking tb and fro, move by move'style of play in
practically all positions, whereas the method is only appropriate for
level positions. Nor is this a new feature, since Botvinnik criticised lt
in an article written in 195 1 about the Soviet School of Chess.

ln order to demonstrate the helplessness of such dry practical
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play when employed against an experienced grandmaster we may
quote this example - Sokolsky'Botvinnik, from the semi final of
the 1938 Soviet  ChamoionshrP.

1 c4 {lf6 2 i1c3 d5 3 d4 s6 4 Nf3 Ag7 5 e3
Noi tbad move in itself, but here it is the precursor of

strai ghtf orwa rd passive a nd stereotyped play.
5. . .  O-O 6 Ae2 e6 7 O-O b6 8 cd ed 9 b3 Ab7 10 Ab2
White develops his pieces on natural squares, but he has no

consistent plan ready for the middle game.
1 O  . . .  A b d T  1 1 8 c 2
Botvinnik commented 'Gradually lt becomes clear that White has

no real plan and is occupied with merely 'developing' his pieces
Possibly one could play like that 50 or 60 years ago, but in our trme
when every master forms a plan for the middle game from about
the 6th to 8th move onwards there is no'better'way to get Into a
cramped and passive position than by just striving for better
development.''At this point White could occupy the central point e5 with his
knight which would lead to a fight with chances for both sides A
couple of moves later this no longer proves feasible and control
over the central squares passes over to Blackl

11 . . . a6 12 Hacl flac8 13 Efdl ge7 14 s.b1 EfdS 15
af1

White's moves are simple and obvious, but that is what loses him
the game!

15 .  . .  c5 15 dc bc 17 QSe2 (44\
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DeeP Analysis- 
Ai this point we wish to demonstrate to the reader to what

heiqhts the art of analysis can go, and what pleasure it can give l
truit the examples I quote wrll rnspire the reader to settle down to a
really deep analysis of his own games or of those of the leading
olayers.' 

Plavers are called upon to analyse at all times, in preparing for a
qame. throughout the whole of the playing session, bu't most of all
irhen a game rs adjourned. Then in a short period of time one has
to put in an immense effort in an attempt to penetrate deeply into
the position and examine many possible variations.

Amongst the various cases of adjournment analysis the most
interesting is analysis of games in team events There is no
restriction on the number of people involved in the work, you can
have as many helpers as you like, and with the interests of the team
being involved every team member is keen to make his contribution

Fl6wever it has long been known that the increase in quantity in
the participants of analysis does not necessarily lead to improved
qualitv, ofien the reverse. However sensible organisation can make
such group effort very effective -

I have already described on various occasions how the task was
tackled by the Soviet Olympiad side. Our trainer lsaak Boleslavsky
never visited the tournament hall; he slept during the playing
session (he was alwavs keen on sleep) and then 'with a clear head'
he would meet his colleagues who brought him their adiourned
posrtrons.

Many Soviet players are past masters of analysis. Please forgive
me this high praise, but I can show that this is the case by taking the
reader thr-ough the forest of variations examined when the Karpov-
Romanishin game from the 1979 Spartakiad was adjourned in thts

44

posrtron.
45

1 7  . .  .  A h 6 !
A concrete attack based on exact consideration of the most

minor features of the position. At this point the attack is directed
against the weak point at f2.

18Sa3 ls4 19Stl3AdeS20 lxes$xes21 Ag3gf6!
22 ah1

Here is the sort of abnormal move that White is forced into. 22
Ec2 tha 23 h3 Axe3 is c lear ly bad.

22 ... d4t 23 8�e2 €)e5 24 ed cd 25 lxcS $xc8 26
Edel d3 27 8d1 Ag4 28 $al d2 and White soon resigned.

lgor Zaitsev describes the chances seen by the anal}tical team
trying to f ind a \ /in for the world champion in a position where he is
a oawn uo. In accordance with established procedure Black's candl-
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date moves in this position were established. There are three:- a)
43  . .  S f4+ ;  b )  43  . .  Ea1  and  c )  43  . . .  Sg7  wh ich  we
examrne In turn.
a) 4il . . . Af4+ 44 s3 Sc7 45 e7+ $h8

It was established that 45 . . €S7 is worse in view of 46
Qlxc7 pxe2 47 lXeS+ $h6 48 SdS with an easy white wn.

46 lc6 (46 Af7 Qxa5 47 SxeS lf,b7 with the mate threat
at h1 is no good)46 .  .  .  c4

Before it was decided that this move was Black's best defence
other moves were examined e.g. 46 . . . Ab7 47 1}dS and White
should win e.g.  47 .  .  .  Ab648Ad6 lxd649e8g+ Axe850
fi xe8+ Sg7 51 Ee7+ winning both bishops, or 47 . . . Ab6
48 ld6 Qxc6 49 Sxc6 AxdO 50 PeO and Black can resisn.
46 . . . c4leads to a sharp struggle, but it is not hard for White to
realise his adva ntage.

47 axcT AxcT 48 Ac2!
This strong move was adopted only after the analytical team had

established that the obvious 48 e8g+ gets nowhere - 48
OxeS 49 ExeS+ gg7 50 Sc2 [xc2 51 Ab4 HxI2+ 52
Sg 1 [f3 53 Bg2 fla3 54 Nxa6 E xa4 and it is practica y
impossible for White to win.

48 . . .  Ae8 (a8 .  .  $97 49 e8g lxeS 50 lb4! is worse
for Black) 49 Ad4! Ab7 50 f3

White has now built a sound fortress out of his minor oieces and
his rook will penetrate the enemy rear which must decide.

b) Then came the turn of 43 . . . Hal threatening 44 . . AXbS.
It was established that White has three ways of realising his
advantage - b 1 ) 44 Ac6, b2) 44 A)2 and b3) 44 Ha2 which we
look at  in turn.
b1)44 ac6 Ab7 45 Ad5 Hxaa {a5 €97 46 Hb2\ 46
fe7+  S f847Nxg6+  hg48e7+  gg749Sxb7 .  However  i t
soon became clea r that 44 Ac6 can be strongly metby 44 . . . c4l
The attempted improvement 44 e7+ @g7 45 lc4 is met by the
quiet move 45 . . . Ab7 with White's king in a critical position -
4q f3 Af4+ 47 s3 pxf3 48 sf Sxe2 49 lbd6 Qxca.
b2) 5o,44 1\a2 c4l (44 . . . trd 1 45 e7+ is weaker) 4b Sxc4
EXc4 or 45 lXc4 l}b7 and Black has unpleasant threats.
b3) Then the declsion was made that White should meet 43
Ha3 by 44 [a2 going into a minor piece endgame of the sort that
actually occurred in the game. lt is curious that the Ukrainian sioe
did not expect Karpov to go into such a minor piece endgame.

c) Of course the White team did not know which move Romanishin
had sealed and had to consider all possibilities. The move that
caused them most trouble was 4il . . . $g7.
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44 Sd5 (threatening 45 pc6) 44 . . Eal !rts Ac6 frxa4 46

$xe8 fl xaS 47 e7 flxb5.- 
This is an obvious line, and it was the one looked at in great detall

First of all there was the straightforward
rtg Axbs AxbS 49 e88 AxeS 50 trxe8 €f7 51 trcg (51

H hB h 07! 52 HxnT q5! is bad) 51 $f8, or"+e 
TlO trbg 49 e6g gxes. In both cases White's wrn is

doubtful.
Then as Zaitsev puts it 'We managed to find a remarkable

resource in the diagrami
zl8 Axg6!! HbB 49 Eb2 winning a vital tempo. Now if 49 . .

trS8 50 eegr H xee 51 AxeS c4 52 $a4 and wins without
much trouble.

Black also loses after 49 . . tr xb2 50 e88 Sfa+ 51 93
Hxt2+ 52 €g 1 tr{ 1+ 53 Sg2 hg when there is the simple 54
qf and also 54 ge7+ €2hO 55 C/f6." 

Havinq dealt with 45 . E xa4 in answer to 45 $c6 the team
started iookinq at other defensive possibilities and were almost
stymied by 45-. . . AfOl 46 e7 fixa4.'someone 

suggesfed 47 He6, but Karpov quickly refuted this by
some surprisinj lactical stroTes - 47 &47t1 48 fl xf6-$xe7
and neither knight can come to the help of the rook e g- ̂49 flrc7
Af4+ {not wnit Wnite hoped for e.g. 49 E xas 50 Ads+
6og si  Hxeot) ,  or 49 lc3 f id4!- 

On thJ point o{ decidrng that 47 HeO did not wtn an
imorovement for White was fbund after 46 1}c6 E xa4, namelY
4j abTl Does it force a win? The answer is given by this analytical
treei,hich is based on two candidate moves. 47 . flb4 and 47

Then we have other possibilities too:-
47 . . . Hb4 48 tre6 €f7 49 ld8+ with
47 ... exbs 48 axbS Eb4 49 tre6 €f7 50
xe7 51 HbO Ai4+ 52 q3 Ac7 53 Hc6 Ab8 5a
47 ... exbs +a gxns Eb4 4e tre6 €rZ _59 -trIf6+
xe7 51 Ebo Af4t52 g3 Ac7 53 Hc6 Ab8 54 $a6 and

an easy wn.

g

47 . . .  AxbT 48 AxbT Eb4 49 treO €rf7 50. EYf6+
SxeT 51EuO ano the rook is now sate (51 Ata+ 52 g3
Ac7  53  A7c7  Hxb6  54  Ads+) .-The 

cralest complications arlse after 47 . . . Ee4' The persistent
analysts found a sure win here too by 48 fl xe4 (an!'thing else
leads to the loss of one of White's minor pieces, his main fighting
force in this oosition).

Then comes 48 le 49 Ad8! (49 A7d6 is weaker. 49

A"nS SO eef + lxeS 51 AxeS-u €{8 SZ AxnS Af4+, 53

F A"a 54 &-g2 A 55 €f 1 a3). A{ter the text, however. Black
i^rittGu" to lo-sJ a piece which must result in eventual victory for
White.

hi te wins.
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A superb analysisl Yet in the event Karpov preferred another iine
of play. Does that mean that the whole night of analysas was
wasted? By no means wastedl The world champion gained a clear
insight into the possibilities of the position and this helped him find
his moves in the adjourned session. The game ended thus:-

43 . . . €97 44 93 (going into the minor piece ending) 44 . . .
Hal 45 Ha2t flxa2 46 Sxa2 $f6 47 Nc6 pc8 48 a5 Sd2
49Ac4 h5 50€g1 f4 51 gxf4Axf4 52 gf 1 Aa6 53€e2 g5
5413 Q1c7 55 e7 Ae8 56 €7d3 Ab7 57 $1ba7 Ah2 58 a6 Aa8
59 Ads As 1 60 Ac8 c4+ 61 Sxc4 Q1c7 62 Q1b4 1-O.

Mastery of analysis by the Soviet School is developed by all
possible means. This vital feature is imparted in the chess circles in
the Pioneer Palaces by chess coaches. In the chess press there are
regular competitions set - find the best way to win or draw in this
or that position. The positions set are not just solvable by combi-
national means, some include planning and analysis.

A feature worthy of note is that sparks of genuine inspiration and
anal!,tical talent are seen not only in the central towns and cities,
but also in the most isolated settlements. The editors of chess
publications receive stacks of mail from such distant spots, some
refuting well-known combinations, others finding new paths in the
most established opening lines. With such enthusiasm for analysis
amongst wide sections of the public it is considered a very
worthwhile undertaklng. Here are some examples of the fine
discoveries made by such analysts

The X-ray Eye
ln the early days of its development the Soviet School went

through a serious creative crisis. At the start of the 1930's,
apparently under the influence of Capablanca who had lost his
world title match to Alekhine and subseouentlv somewhat lost his
interest in chess, some Soviet masters dabbled in stereotyped
methods, while some woeful theoreticians even supported Capa-
blanca in his views on the 'draw death' of chess and the need to
change the game by introducing new pieces on an enlarged board.

Such trends were bitterly resisted by true lovers of the art of
chess. A number of articles appeared in the magazine Shakhmatny
Lrbfok in which the harm done to chess by such views was shown.
War was declared against pot-hunting, arrogance and superficial,
ill-thought-out 'reformsl This battle was taken up by the young
Soviet masters of the time who showed in their games that they
were supporters of the creative principles of the natve school
proclaimed by Chigor in and Alekhine.

The movement for a creative boost in the content of chess
recerved mass support, and letters sta rted coming 1n from the most
distant parts with opening analyses, striking new ideas and startling
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combinative blows.
ln Shakhmatny L/stok number 12' 1931 ' P Romanovsky,

Honoured Master of Sport, published an article X-rays in Chess in
which he quoted the analysis of a little known Leningrad
mathematician B.Baskov concerning his discovery of fantastic
combinative possibilities in the game Tartakower-Alekhine, New
York, 1924.

Romanovsky commented admiringly that Baskov had achieved a
great success by putting in entirely different light a positlon which
6ad been assessed bv a number of authorities The conclusion of
Alekhine himself was put in doubt.

Along with Romanovsky \^/e stress that such positions where long
established conclusions are rendered dubious or totally refuted are
not rare cases but come in droves. The examination of such crucial
positions in the light of concrete analysis freed from the tyranny of
oenera I considerations leads to enhanced development of a creative
course In chess.

47

Here White played '1 
$e4 and appended an exclamation mark,

as being the only move to maintain his advantage and keep the
pressur6 on Black. He f urther comments that 1 $94 would lead to
a quick draw.

Vet Baskov discovered another line of attack starting with the
apparently stupid 1 c6! when the reply
a) f . . . gxc6 seeming to win a pawn is met by 2 fle7ll

Here is the move which Romanovsky calls the X-ray move,
penetrating into the very essence of the position. The variations
which no,,i follow and lead to a win for White are exceptionally
pretty. Obviously Black cannot capture on e7 with rook or klng,
since'he loses the queen. White gets a simple win after 2 gSq
3 Ef XfTl  *c1+ 4 Sh2 and the mate threat on 97 rules out 4

E xe7.
The article goes on with the key line 2 16 3 HxsTtt (48)
The rook siill cannot be taken for the same reasons. If 3

E xds then 4 H xf6+ SxgT 5 h6+ €sB 6 gs41
There remains 3

)+ E)xg/ a, nO-1- Wgtt o tj 'g'+-1-
. trd6, but then comes the freshblow 4
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gr7 5 dc).
Having proved that 1 gxc6 loses Baskov goes on to

demonstrate winning methods against the three candidate moves
with the rook.
b) 1 Ee7 2 HxeT €xe7 3 8e5+ €fB 4 $xc7 $e3+ 5
$h 1 $e7 6 $f ! and the two united passed pawns ensure the win.
c) 1 . EdO 2 grb4! Not only pinning the rook, but creating the
powerf ul threat 3 $b7. Black's best defence is 2 . . Ec8, to meet
3 9b7 by 3 trdd8! with a sound defence. However White has
a  w in  by  3  He6 l  8g54 f l xd6cd (4 . .  ge7  fa i l s to  ye t  ano the r
fine touch - 5 E Xf 7+ ll see diagram 49).

and now 5 gbTl ge3+ 6 q7h 1 ge8 7 flxf7+ SgB 8
flxs7+ €fg 9 trg3! grxhs+ 10 trh3 g/d 1+ 1 1 $h2 Ss4
12 Ef3+ winning the queen.
d) 1 EdB 2 trefs Hacg 12 f6? 3 E xf6+ etc.) 3 E xfT+
€g8 4 8e5 EfB {Other moves aTe no improvement) 5 fl xf B-r r
ExfB 6 EXfS+ €xf8 7 $f5+l $e7 I C.d7+ €lf8 I  grdS+
w;nnrng.

In the same article Romanovsky quotes yet another analysis by
Baskov whose X-ray eye enabled him to find a win in the game
Mieses'Bogoljubow, Bad Kissingen. 1928. (50)

Mieses plaved 1 cd which led to a draw after Black's best
defence 1 Ac4. Yet the startling line 1 Ef 5l Ne7 2 $h6!l
would give White the chance to successfully crown his attack on
the king. Other second moves are weaker e.g. 2 e6 AXf5 3 AXfs
f  xe6 4 Axe6 Ef7 5 Hf 1 f ldd7 and Black is safe.

The X-ray Eye o l

The win after 2 $h6 is shown by these variations,
2 . . .  f 6 3  E X f 6 a n d  n o w

a)  3  . . .  Ex f6  4  gx f6  h5  5  th6 !  Ag6 6  t r f  1  gxeS 7
gxg6+ Bg7 8 Ae6+ €/hg I gixh5+ €,h7 10 $e5+ $97
11 t r f6 .
b )  3  . . .  6g6  4  Ae6+ €h8 5  t rc f  1  t rx f6  6  t rx f6  l xe5  7
cxd4l pc2 B dXeS ]196 t h4 with the winning threat 10 h5.
c) 3 . . . €h8 a flcf 

'l and Black has nowhere to go with his rook.
d)3 . .  .  Ac4! 4 f lc2! Ng6 5 Se6+ @hB 6 f icf2 dxc3!

7 [xg6 (not 7 ExfS+ g,xfg 8 trxt8+ Exf8) 7 .  ge7
I  Ex fS+  EXfS  I  E f6 !  Hx f6  10  ex f6  $c5+  11  Sh1  and
mates.

Other Baskov analyses appeared later. For example he found a
win for Black in Rubinstein'Yates. Bad Krssinoen. 1928.

48

5 t

49

52

Here Black had the chance 1
Baskov backed up with a large

Axf4 2 HxI4 fl xe3 which
number of complicated variations.
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This is Koltanowski-Lazard, Paris, 1929, in which Black tried 1
. 9g3 and got nowhere afler 2 $14 gc3 3 gxfT+ gh6 4

gf8+. Yet Baskov's 1 . . $c3! would force a win.
Then there was the sensational refutation of a studv bV the

Platov brothers who normally composed impeccably accurate
studies.

Baskov found that after 1 €d6 Ac8+ 2 €d7 Ab6+ 3 €c6
hc8 4 AfS gh7 5 gb7 €sO 6 Ah4+ €g5 7 Af3+ gra I
$xc8 $xf3 9 a4 Black has not L . . h4? when White queens
w i thcheck .bu t9 .  .  fS l  1Oa5 f4  11a6$e2  12a713  13aBSt2
and no series of checks can be found to break Black's resistance.

The aulhor hopes that the examples quoted will induce the
reader to sit down himself to find such deeplv hidden possibilities. I
can claim that nothing else is so effective in encouraging the
groMh of chess strength as such independent analysis, both of the
games of the great players and your own. Try this out and I can
assure vou that vou will soon feel the benefit of it, both in
understanding chess and in results against your peers.

One allied topic is the writing of notes to games * your own and
that of others. Such practice is also very beneficial and we now turn
to how this is done in the Soviet Union.

6 Annotat ing Games

Your Own Games
A considerable part in chess coaching in the USSR is played by

writing notes to games. The best notes are published in magazines
and newspapers, but this is not the main aim. A developing player
has to write notes to his games in order to develop the habit of
having a self-critical approach to his play. By spotting the flaws in
his play he will more easily eradicate them.

So we require young players to write notes to their games in
their working notebooks. lt is of no importance that these notes will
be written 'for the drawer'and nct see the light of day. The fact
they they will not be published is even an advantage since their'btte'
can be enhanced. I can claim that the notebooks containing my
game notes in my youth contain very sharp comments indeed.
Many of my colleagues can say the same and carried this out
regularly after a certain lapse of time when setbacks forced them to
carry out an overali survey of their progress, in order to devise
means of rooting out persistent failings.

Of course these individual notes vary according to the character
of the writer, but there is much in common too.

Four types of game anno*€tions may be mentioned:
1) Descriptive notes.
2) Ana lv,tical comments.
3) Positional comments.
4) Svnthetic comments.

1l Descriptive ,ofes. Here the commentator writes out all the
moves and then puts down an extended prose description of the
course of the game. He notes the turning points in the battle and
assesses the accuracy of the ideas shown. Such a verbal account
devotes a lot of attention to the psychology of the struggle and the
attitudes of the players. Actual variations may be totally absent, or
are restricted to just a few moves at certain points. Such a method
is best suited to the popular press where the course of the game
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has to be explained for non-specialists who are not familiar with the
finer points of chess. Such an approach was successfully employed
from time to time in the magazine ShakhmatY v SS.S/q by its then
editor, former World Correspondence Champion, the late
Vyacheslav Ragozin.

2\ Analvtical comments In this case the stress is on actual
variations, with all the notes consisting of a mass of variations,
some long, some short, which the player considered (or in the
opinion of the comment€tor should have considered) during the
game. Prose is very slight here, consisting just of links between the
va riations.

A supporter of such a style of notes in the last century was
Chigorin, and in our day this approach predominates in Fischer's
notes to his games. This method has become very popular in recent
decades, and one may point to the particularly abbreviated style
used in the Yugoslav lnformator, while observing that here the
commentator is restricted in his opportunities of describing plans
and positiona I considerataons.

It is hard to oblect to such a style since it is compact and enables
one in the restrjcted space of a book or magazine to quote a larger
number of games. However God help the player who tries such a
method in trying to improve, or rather restricts himself to this
method. There is a grave risk that his play will dry up and the
variations he analyses will be short, formal and not really a
reflection of the course of an actual game. Unfortunately in modern
books one tends to find only such notes and this is one of the
reasons for the 'fading'and poverty of style of a number of modern
olaveTs.

3l Positional comments. This method, the mirror image of the
previous one, has a long history. The commentator gives a limited
number of variations, only using them to underline his view of the
game and the value of the plans adopted. lt is somewhat reminiscent
of method 1, but the prose is not collected together, rather is it
spread out throughout the game.

This was the method adopted by many great players - Steinitz,
Tarrasch, Lasker and Capablanca. Nowadays too it is a favoured
method amongst those grandmasters whose play is marked by a
depth of strategy and logic, but who rarely get involved in bitter'hand-to-hand' struggles.

Naturally enough in view of the drametrically opposed of methods
2) and 3) there have been attempts to bring them together, to
produce a synthesis, which leads us to what is in our view the most
universal and rational method.

Your own games 65

4) The Synthetic method. fhis method of explaining a game
combines both many deep variations and verbal descriptions of
strategic ideas. The world of chess has come to recognise this
method as best, and it is no accident that its principal exponent,
Alekhine, was recognised in his time as the best annotator living.
The work which gained the most plaudits was his tournament book
of New York, 1924. In our days such praise is rightly given to the
oame notes written by Botvinnik and Karpoy, both to their own
lames and to the games of others. Another example of such
excellent synthetic work is Bronstein's book of the 1953 Candidates
Match-Tournament in Switzerland, The Chess Struggle rn Practice,
Batsford 1980, recently translated into English.

Annotation Competitions
Recognising the value of annotating games as a means of self-

improvement we often see in the USSR competitions for the best
set of notes to games. Normally to put all the competitors on a level
footing the games set are little-known examples from the past. A
good example was the competition arranged as long ago as 1937.

At the end of that year the Soviet Trade Unions chess club
announced a contest for first category players living other than in
Moscow and Leningrad. All relevant organisations were furnished
with the games of unknown players with a set of tasks to be carried
out in the course of annotating these games. An authoritative
commission consisting of Ruymin, Blumenfeld and Yudovich was
set up to monitor the entries and determine which were the best.
Of course the demands made on the commentators ls what
interests us most. These become clear from the report of the
commission from which we quote:

'Common faults amongst the entries include a) unsubstantiated
allegations, b) reference to too general considerations without
reference to concrete assessment of the position, c)justification by
means of long abstract variations. Variations should be worked out
carefully. and one should not go too long down any variation
without having made absolutely sure that the introductory moves
are forcedf (As we put it in the book Think like a Grandmaster You
have to decide on the candidate moves and only then start
analysing each in turn. )

The '1937 
iury then went on to point out that long unforced

variations not only encumber the course of exposition, but are
often faulty. A common error was to go in for such long varlatrons
which were not all that relevant, so infringing the principle of
economy of form and content.

The 1937 exoeriment was hailed as a new tool in self-improve-
ment and has been used since by the m agaztne Shakhmaly ru SSS,Q,
along with quizzes to test readers' knowledge of chess theory and
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history. Nowadays every six months the magazine gives the moves
of a game without indicating where or by whom it was played. The
task of the reader is to provide notes which will illuminate the
turning point of the game, and to back this up by an overall
description of its course and by variations essentialto this account.
Feaders' letters are worked over bv an exoerienced master who
selects the best entrjes and then the magazine reprints the game
with a selection of the best and most relevant comments. as well as
the notes of leading authorities. As an example of such a competition
we quote the 1979 effort bv readers to annotate the Blackburn-
Steinitz game played in London, 1863. The notes were checked
and synthesised by A.Magergut.

1 e4 e5 2 Af3 AcG 3 {c4 ScS 4 b4 {Metlin from Gorky
comments'The Evans Gambit has lost its topicalitv, but it would be
a mistake to write it off since all its attacking possibilities have not
yet been fully revealed. lt is pla!€d very rarely nowadays, but not
because it is unsound - in fact many players avoid 3 . . . $c5, just
to avoid facing itl.

4 .. . AXb4 (After 4 . . Ab6 there is the awkward Sokolsky
l ine 5 a4 a6 6 lc3 intending 7 ld5)

5 c3 Ac5 {Nowadays preference is given to the retreat to a5
with the follow-up 6 d4 d6 7 g/b3 grdT I de Ab6 - returning the
extra pawn at the appropriate moment is the best antidote to a
gambit - and if 9 ed then g . . Aa5 10 8b5 lXc4 with a level
game. )

6 d4 ed7 O-O (7 cd Ab4+ I gf 1 is good for White.)
7 . . . dG 8 cd4 1\b6 {The normal position of the Evans Gambit.

White can press forward by 9 d5 as Anderssen regularly played, or
go 9 Ac3 as introduced by Morphy and then taken up by
Chigor in.)

9 A€ Aga (Synthetic assessment - White is a pawn down,
but has better development and a strong centre. This central
control means White can switch pieces from one wing to the other
easily. Black's pieces. for example the bishop at b6, can be
transferred to the €-side only with considerable loss of time.

So White has to try for an attack on the $-side, while Black has
to create threats to the enemy centre. Moreover, as is normal in a
cramped position Black will strive for exchanges to ease his
position. After this general comment the annotators subsequently
go over to variations. )

1O Abs $f8 11 Qxc6 bc 12 Qa3 Axf3 13 gf $95+ 14
€hl Ae7 15 le2 Ag6 16 trsl gf6 17 grd3 €gB 18 Acl
h6 19 f4 €zh7 20 f5

To save space we do not quote shorter notes concerning
individual moves. For example at this point one writer indicated that
after 20 e5 Black gets a reasonable game by 20 ... dxeS 21
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dxes gd8.- 
20 . . . Ae7 21 Ab2 d5 2213 Ead823 6f4 trhg8 24 Ahs

.glh425t6t gxhs 26 f xe7 Ed7?

The commentators have been giving short and long variations to
back up their views. At this point many of them indicate the error of
Black's last move and express their surprise that White did not
notice the bctical stroke 27 flxg7+ @x 97 2a flg 1+ $95 29
$e3 f lxe7 3O f lxg5+ hg 21 $xg5+ €f8 32 g/h6+ €88
33 $xc6+ arid Black is in a bad way.

i ed+? g6 28 Eael Ee8 29 EeS gh4 20 [f5! $xe7
31 dc

The amateur commentators make a fresh assessment of this
position compared to exisiting sources* and point out {for the first
time in chess literature) the error of this pawn capture. After their
suggestion 31 Aa3l the outcome is far f rom clear. Black's best
move is given as 31 . . Se3 which would leave Black with
adequate counter-cha nces.

31 . . . EddS 32 Aa3 8e6 3:l Ef4 f5 34 trh4 !5! 35 Ab2
Eds! 36 r&cz88.e237 gb3 g&5 38 8c3 tre2 39 {4 trxd4
40 grf3 g/ds O-1.
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'Translatar's 
Not-. See for example Rel s Masters of the Chess Board 1933 ol

Neyshatadt's 197 I book o|l Ste n tz Pervy ChempDn M/ra Ret m ssed both tact ca
l i l )es Nevshtadt gave the f i .st mprovement 27 Z/.97+. whlch had been
dscovered Ln the West many yea.s earler - See Bruce Aaydens Cabbage Heads
and Chess Ktngs
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Bather long-winded, is it not? What can one do about that
possibly our successors will need whole volumes to express in
6ppropriate fashlon the nature of chess of their time!-'Witn 

tnis excursion into theory we hope that we have prepared
the reader to move on to the question of the educational process In
chess in the USSR. In particular we deal with existing chess schools
and the relationship between study in such schools and the
independent work of the individual player.A Phi losophy of  Chess

After our investigation of features of modern chess theory vve have
the chance now to try to give an answer to the question 'What rs
chess today?'Or in other words to describe a'philosophy'of the
chess of our tjme. One thing is already clear. You can no longer
restrict yourself to the sort of short formulations that vvere
accepbble in previous centuries. 'The pawn is the soul of chess'or'Seize the centre and get your pieces out' - such phrases do not
express a tenth of the aims thata modern tournament player has in
mind d ur ing a game.

A chess contL.st of our days is a lery complicated battle of minds,
of strategical plans, based on extensi\r'e preparation, erudition and
deep knowledge of chess theory. In our beloved art we have the
same process of additional complication that applies in life and in
science. Artificial intelligence, for example, or the structure of
matter or cosmology are the product of knowledge in many fields.
In chess two thinking beings are armed now with a knowledge of
theory, with the experience of previous tournaments and are
prepared specially for a given game by concrete plans and even
tactical concepts.

lf we try to formulate a 'philosophy'of modern chess we might
settle on the following formulation:

A modern game of chess is a logical or tactical clash of concepts
which ha\€ been widely studied and weighed up in preparation
made long before the actual game. This preparation takes into
account the experience of the best theoreticians of the past, as
codified in text books and encyclopedras, as well as taktng account
of competitive and psychological aspects depending upon speclal
teatures of the opponent's character. The opening of the game is
played according to one of three methods: quiet play aiming for
equality, headlong attack or the coiled spring. Moreover the initial
stage of the game is played in conjunction with plans for the middle
game or even for the endgame. The middle game struggle is carried
out by the method of logical plans, of concrete analysis of
combinations and variations, or bv intuitive oressuTe.



Schools of  Chess

Everything Starts from Childhood'lt's alright for you. You have chess taught in the schools on the
same footing as mathematics, physics, geography. That's why a
youngster once leaving school is ready to play in top class
tournamentsl

I have often had occasion to hear such words from the lips of
foreigners who are keen on the development of chess in their own
country. We have to disillusion such people by pointing out that
they are mistaking the desirable for reality, that chess does not
figure on our school timetables. Our children basically have the
same school programme, and study the same general educational
subjects as in schools the world over.

Then we go on to tell how we do have special establishments
which do immense good work in coaching our young chess
players. Those schoolboys and girls who get interested in the game
while at school and show the best results in school tournaments get
the right to loin the special chess circles in their local Pioneer
Palace, just in the same way as their classmates enroll in circles for
sport, aircraft modelling, botany or what have you. In these Pioneer
Palaces the children have the right conditions for study as chess
masters experienced in chess coaching keep an eye on their
development. The chess circles of the Pioneer Palaces have been
the workshop of our chess development for many decades.

Many of our leading grandmasters have started in these circles
right down to Anatoly Karpov, and have happy memories of them
even when they have passed on to higher education and got a
qualif ication or profession.

Obviously our youngsters are attracted not just by the chance to
study theory but by opportunities to play in events which will
develop in them the correct qualities needed in a competition
player. After a number of experiments and trials we have established
a unified system of tournaments for young players, and this system
has now been in operation for quite a long time.

The starting point is the school tournament. Here the best
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^hvers are selected to take part in inter-school tournaments and
inoll oo on to competitlons at localand naLlonal lpvel" -ihire 

ur" many such events in the USSR The main one is the
.Wnite Root' competition. Each school f ieids a team of f our boys
and one gid from the 3rd to 7th classes ii e. in the age group o{

;bout 1O:15).  Thrs team meets other local  ones and the wlnner

ieeps going forward to higher levels at city, regional and republic
centres.--The 

final is played at national level for the'White Book'prize, and
takes place in the capital or in one of the hero-cltles ot wartlme
iime. npproximately five million children a year compete in this
event. lt goes without saying that the rounds are played in out-of-
ichool tifrre and during vacations so as not to interfere wlth
school work.

Then there is the competition for Pioneer Palaces Each team
consists of seven boys and a girl up to the age of 18 and in the final
they take part in a most unusual type of event Each team has a
cap'tain who is a grandmaster or strong international master and is
itso a 'graduate'-of that particular Palace. The captains give-clock
iimultaieous exhibitions against all the remaining teams These
oames aTe always verv sharply contested and the leading grand-
iiasters can be expected to drop points rn them. The points scored
by the captain and by his team against the other captarns are adoed
up to determine the winner. In such an event team splrlt beNveen
individual members and the captain plays a big role, and useful
experience is passed on from one generation to.another' The most
popular captains are Karpov who heads the Chelyabinsk Pioneer
Faiace team, Petrosian for Tbilisi, Tal for Riga, Smyslov for
Moscow, Bronstein for Kiev and so on.

The sharpness of the contest can be shown by the fact that in
1979 the final winner was Kharkov (V.Savon was captain)coming
ahead of a number of teams from the largest cities.and republics'

The next stage onwards as the players get older is the USSR
Junior Champi6nship for players up to eighteen years old The
champions of the various republics qualify for this event, with the
further prospect of taking part in the World Junior and European
J unror Championships.

Finally for ihe highest age group - up to twenty five - there ls
the annual tournament of young masters. This is the event lrom
which we get most of those who go on to challenge the experienced
grandmasrers.

This well organised and carefully controlled system of coaching
and competitiv! events ensures that the younger generation gets
the chance to perfect its play and get experience in rough and
tumble competition against contemporaries The whole system
takes in a massive nu-mber of players, and the most talented of
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them come under even more careful control, since they are
enrolled in one of the theoretical schools whose fame has spread
throughout the world. First place amongst these ls taken by
Botvinnik's school.

Television Tuition
More than a decade ago a senior figure in the world of Sovtet TV

had the excellent idea of starting systematic lessons of chess theory
on TV. Since then it has become a popular programme In every
home giving entertainment to those who enloy chess in their leisure
time. aind i-nstruction and a chance to improve chess status for
those who take it more serlously.

After various changes and improvements the TV Chess School
now has a set format. The period of instruction is three years and
anyone who wants to enroll for formal instruction has to send a
postcard before the course begins giving short personal details and
his chess qualification (beginner,4th category, 3rd category etc)
This information is needed in assessing the degree to which
homework has been done successfully and also in order to make
the appropriate entry on the student's qualification ticket'

There are four divisions in the school. The youngest viewers are
enrolled in the 'White Rook' school under the direction of chess
master Lyudmilla Belavenets (daughter of the famous Moscow
master and methodician of the 1930's). Separate lessons apply for
beginners where master Boris Shashin is in charge Of course the
ma-in part of the school is that for category players which works
under two headings - the endgame wlth Yury Averbakh and-the
middle game witii Kotov. This is {or players from 4th up to 2nd
category.

Eaih course is scheduled to last three years and a person who
has enrolled for a course may carry on in the next three year cycle.
Averbakh deals with simple positions and then goes on to the
methods of exploiting material and positional advantage in more
complex examples. The middle game course deals with three
topiis, combinations, analysis and assessment of position and the
calculation of variations.

One of the special features is the use of tests. Positions for
solving are set on each topic. Thus there are ten test positions on
the endoame. and the successful solver of six out of the ten is
awarded 4th category status by virtue of a special decision of the
Soviet Chess Federation. Those who send in eight correct solutlons
are given 3rd category status and those who solve all ten correctly
- 2nd category. At the end of each year documents granting these
awards are sent out and some of the most successful solvers
receive their qualification certficate in the Moscow studio This final
award ceremony rs transmitted widely on vartous channels

--F -_
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The TV school has attracted tens of thousands of viewers.
Former Women's World Champion Yelizaveta Bykova who answers
viewers' letters and deals with the answers to the homework always
comes to the studio with a huge case full of readers' Ietters.
Particularly touching are the letters from invalids and the bed-
ridden who once again get the chance to participate actively in
chess and to try to raise their qualification status

The programme goes out over various channels and at various
different times in order to cover the whole of the vast country with
its different time zones. The programme lasts half an hour since
after various experiments we came to the conclusion that this is the
optimum time for such a programme.

The four levels of instruction are shown in turn, each once a
month. So each of the four goes out on different channels at
different times but at the rate of once a week. The show lasts all
vear round with the serious study covering the nine months of
autumn, winter and spring and the three summer months glven
o\,/er to rather liohter material and revision. Then there is an attemptover to rather lighter I and revision. Then there is an attempt
at introducing elements of theatre, humour and popular tales.

For example grandmaster Averbakh has often shared with
viewers his discoveries in the field of the history of chess in
particular the history of the chess pieces. He has also written a
screen version of an ancient chess poem.

The author of this book has done several programmes on
humour in chess. One particularly successful programme combined
instruction and entertainment by calling on actors from the Gogol
Theatre in Moscow. This was the theatre which put on the play'The
White and the Black'based on my long novel of the same name ancj
devoted to the lite of the great Russian player Alekhine. An extract
f rom the play was shown on TV in summer.

This depicts Alekhine giving a simultaneous exhibition against
rtu German officers of the General Staff in occupied Praque inthirty German officers of the Staff in occupied Prague in

1943. The last game to finish is againsi Obersturbannfuhrer Spak
'l resigni declares the German officer,'My position is hopelessl
Alekhine turns the board round, and takes the black pieces

himself, and says 'Play onl'Two moves follow and the German
again declares that, believe it or not, he must resign as White's
game is hopeless.

Once again Alekhine turns the board round and now announces
mate in three on White's behalf .

An amusing touch - the champion has won with both Whtte
and Black, but how can this be expressed in chess language for the
TV screen. I must admit it took me two weeks to figure it out, but I
got there in the end. /56l

It is Black to play and he can see no defence against the threat,
gO 2 .$h7+ gf8 3 gh8+ he is mated. When
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Alekhine takes Black he makes the re1oinder 1 . . .  f lh4l  when
White can only take the rook with knight - 2 fl Xh4? ge 1 +
mates. So 2 4ixh4 $c3 and White could see no defence to mate
at b2, since if 3 $c1 $a 1* winning the rook and then the pinned
knight.

Once again Alekhine takes White and goes 3 gh8+l gXhS 4
196+ and mate next move.

The whole value of this example was brought out after the actors
had performed the scene when the play was examined from a
technical point of view. This is an excellent example of combinative
play exploiting open lines. The final combination with the queen
sacrifice on h8 is a tvoical 'ambush' combination. Thus an
entertaining episode is used for instruction purposes.'

Before passing on to the topic of sp€cial chess schools in the
USSR we follow the path of ihe improving player. When he
becomes an adult he passes on into adult competitions which are
based on strict compet,tion and qualification. Only in very rare
cases does the Soviet Chess Federation make so bold as to try to
correct the consequences of bad luck or misfortune.

The main event of the year for all players is the Soviet
Championship. No matter what a player's high standing may be a
grandmaster can be authorised to miss this event only by the
Praesidium of the Chess Federation. On the other hand if the top
players find it hard to get out of competing in the championshrp,
aspirants to take part in it find it just as hard to get in.

The qualification system works as follows:-
The list of entrants for the Suoer Leaoue starts with tne

Otborochnii (Selection) tournament or from special quarter-final
groups (The Chess Federation has not yet come to a final
conclusion which tournaments are better but more and
protests are being made against the 13-round. 64-man

'Translatar's Nate A,254 page book Chess Schoo/ was ssued n 1976 to
accompafy the TV course Apart from contrrbutons by Kotov and Averbakh rt
conta ns an BO page accoull t  by Yudovlch of the hrstory of chess and the theory of
the opef ngs
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System used for the Otborochnii).
From here qualifiers move on to the First Division of the

Championship with only the winner of the Otborochnii seeded
direct to the Top League. Then the leading few from the First
Division qualify for the Top League held at the end of the year. Thus
a strict principle of promotion and relegation according to actual
results is observed.

During the rest of the year there is an extensive programme of
events, both individual and team. The chief ones are the Soviet
Soartakiad, the USSR Cup and various international tournaments
such as the Central Club tournament, the Chigorin Memorlal, the
Keres Memorial in Tallinn and so on.

As is well known our grandmasters compete in international
tournaments throughout the world as well as helping countries that
are backward in chess by means of lectures, exhibitions and
coaching.

Our top players are doubtless affected by the massiveness of our
organisation and the consciousness that they serve the people and
so have special obligations. The scale of Soviet chess is immense -
more than three million organised players, one million of them
category players, spread throughout 148,0OO collectives and
1.5OO clubs. There are nearly 7O0 masters, 61 grandmasters and
1 3 world champions out of 18. The work of popularising the game
in the outside world is also immense - more than 25 countries a
year are visited by our chess representatives.

Different Nuances of the Word 'School'

ln art and literature the word 'school' can be understood as a
definite creative trend which unites people throughout the world in
their views on the subject in question. Then there is also the
meaning of a combined organisation havrng its own building, head,
teaching staff and programme of studies.

In the period of the 192O's to the 1940's there were no
organised schools where chess was taught in some form or other,
yet from the very first steps along the road to creating a nattve
School of Chess three trends emerged as regards unity of views
and principles. These were the Leningrad school, the Moscow
school and the Ukrainian school.

A leading role was played at once by the Leningrad school,
although in assessing the results of Leningrad-Moscow matches, of
tournament performances of the time and even in analytical work
we note a prolonged sharp rivalry between the representatives of
the capital city and Leningrad.

After the October Revolution Leningrad maintained its mass ot
strong and theoretically experienced masters. These great connois'
seurs and strong practicians raised their research work to a high
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level especially since their city was the place where in those days
the only chess magazine Shakhmatny Lr.slok was published. A
leading iole was played by players who became Soviet Champions
on a 

-number 
of occasions or took high places in the national

championship - Levenfish, Romanovsky, llyrn-Genevsky, l.Rabino-
vich and so on.

Naturallv with the presence of such pedagogues there emerged
a wave of young talents headed by the leader of Soviet chess
Mikhail Botvinnik. Here we find Ragozin, Chekhover, Lisitsyn and
others. Later on came a fresh generation of grandmasters,
graduates of the Leningrad Pioneer Palace who were taught by the
trainer Zak - Taimanov, Spassky, Korchnoi and others.

A simrlar development is seen in Moscow. After the October
Revolution chess \6s supported by Nenarokov, Grigorilev, and
A.Rabinovrch. Then in the '193O's we have the emergence of a
group of young talented masters - Ryumin. Kan, Belavenets,
Yudovich, the theoretician Simagin and so on. They competed
successfully with the Leningrad players both in matches and
theoretical research.

The Ukrainian school provided massive reinforcements. Here a
leading role was played by the outstanding theoretician Rauzer who
invented many systems in various openings along with another
theoretician Konstantinopolsky. These were followed by new names
who were to make the Ukraine famous throughout the world -
Boleslavsky, Bronstein, Geller. Stein and others.

The Great Fatherland War brought significant changes to the
geographical location of our schools of players. By the middle of
the 

-194O's 
there had been a movement of people to Moscow

Botvinnik, Levenfish and Romanovsky from Leningrad, Bronstein,
Konsta ntinopolskv and Geller from the Ukraine This rather
weakened the two areas mentioned, though they still put up a good
resistance to the capital in team matches. We must be honest
though and say that the Leningrad school has fallen back from the
point of the development of leading players.

In our days The Russian Fedeation has played a big part in
producing such names as Polugayevsky, the late Bondarevsky,
Tseshkovsky, Sveshnikov, Krogius and others There has been a
growth of talent in the Baltic Republics where the names of Taland
keres speak for themselves. We shall have occasion later to speak
of the special features of the Georgian school with its flowering of
female talent.

That is an outline of the various schools from the point of view of
territorial distribution. On top of this in our days there has been the
favourable development of schools in the proper sense of the word
without any territorial limitations.

From the '195O's onwards we have had certain schools which
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have done an immense amount of good in developing talent. ln this
reso€ct we must name first of all the schools of Botvinnik, of
Karseladze, and of Kart.

Soviet lmmortals
Before dealing with these schools of a new type and their

'oraduates'we would like to take a look in passing at the recent
aihievements of those players who may be called veterans or
'candidate-veteransl These are the players who for almost a quarter
of a century have been defending the country's colours and still
figure high up in the lists of the best in the world.-We 

are interested moreover not so much in thetr sporting
results. Age has not dulled their keen thought, or deprived them of
their inventiveness and fantasy. They play such deep convincing
oames that their play still attracts those who esteem the element of
5rt in chess, for whom the question of how a game was played
plays as great a part as what its result was.

We trust the games we now demonstrate will act as a compass
for the reader in his striving to assimllate the best that there is in
chess, will stimulate him to work at improving his play and
understanding.

Mikhail Tal remains full of force in his inventive thinking. His
games have always been artistic and exciting with their revelation of
{he struggle of the pieces, yet the keen student will find other
hidden facets in them. Certainly his games still get rave notices from
his fellow orandmasters. As Taimanov once wrote 'The ex-world
champion's= combinations often exert a sort of paralysing influence
on the opponent's play. lt would seem that the element of surprise
plays a big part in this:

How minv surprise moves there are ln this game f rom the 1 979
Yuooslavia-USSR match.

I c4 c5 2b3 Ac6 3 Pb2 e5 4 93 d6 5
English Opening
I g3 d6 5 Ag2 AeG 6 Ac3

_-

Tal-Velimirovi6

€/d7 7 Al3 Ah3 8 Axh3 gxh3 I Ads
Black's opening play cannot be approved of. Whiie has a slight

but def inite advantage.
9 . . . gd7 1O e3 lceT 11 lc3!
Avoiding exchanges and maintaining superior development.
11 . .  .  af6 12O-Oe/.  13 Ag5 d5 14cdW5 (57)
15  Ax r !
Tal as ever was! When he has the chance to make an intuitive

ptece sacrifice he never retreats.
1 5 . . . € ) x f 7 1 6 f 3
Line opening, so that the position of the enemy king in the centre

becomes a prime factor.
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consisting of three islands. Petrosian considers this a considerable
oositional plus and has frequently exploited such an apparently
slight advantage.

21 fic4 .{.gb2 22g9c2 gxc2 23 $xc2 Qd4 24 $fl e5 25
Ae 

 

€g7 26 flc2 PcdS 27 g3 Ads
After this Black is left with a 'bad'bishop against White's active

knight. Why bad? Because the pawns on black squares in the
centre restrict Black's bishop while opening up many white square
options for the knight. This factor is exploited by Petrosian from
now on which is why Black would have done better to retain a
knight for the defence of these weak white squares.

28 Axds! H xds 29 Sg2 g16 30 Ad2 trb8 31 Ac4 trb4
32 Hdz Hb7

Black permits a striking finish, but other moves would not
prolong resistance for long.

33 Ae3 trd7 34 Ag4+ gfs
34 $e6 35 Nxe5 {xeS 36 trde2 trd5 37 f4 leaves

White a pawn up, whereas now comes a striking f inish.

35 Exd4! 1-0. Any reca pture at d4 allows mate in two.
The performance of 54-year old Yefim Geller in winning the

Super League of the Soviet Championship at Minsk, 1979,
produced a real furore. The point was not just the easy and
convincing victory by the veteran in taking the gold medal, but the
striking nature of his victories, mostly full of combinative possibilities.
Here is one of thern.

Geller-Anikayev Sicilian Defence
1 e4 cS 2l{3 e6 3 d4 cd 4 lxd4 lf6 5 lc3 d6 6 $e2

Ae7 7 O-O O-O I f4 Nc6 9 Se3 a6 10 a4
The well-known Scheveningen wriation. White tries to slow

down Black's expansive activities on the g-side while preparing to
storm the g-side.

1 0 . . .  A d 7  1 1 S f 3  l a s 1 2 8 e 2 8 c 7  1 3 g 4 !
The start of a bold storming operation which is played with

youthf ul vim. Geller considers that Black must now continue 13
Ac4 14 95 le8 15 Afs Ad8. Even then White's atbck looks

16  . . .  Aexds  17  fe  l xc3  18  $xc3  gxe4  19  ghs+

€e6.-Avoidinq 
the nice f in ish 19 . .  gSg 20 AxfO gf 21 f lxf6

ge7 22 8$.d5+ Sg7 23 $95 mate.
20 gh3+ €/d6 21 b4!
A veiy cunning move doubtless foreseen by White in assessing

his chances afteithe knight sacrifice Now files are opened on the
$-side and the poor black king can find no refuge..

21 . . . &c7 22 trcl trcg 23 Efs!894 24 peS+ &d7 25
gfl ge4- 

SpeiOs up the end, but there were no real chances of saving it
even after the right move 25 . . c4.

26 Ec4 8c6 27 th3 8e6 28 Axf6 gf 29 Ee4!

A striking finish to a strtklng game.
29 .  .  .  $xa2 3O f lxcS+ 1-0
lf Mikhail Tal makes the fan ecstatic with his fine combinations

the other ex-champion. Tigran Petrosian, continues to impress with
the accuracy of his manbeuvres and his filigree technique The
same match against Yugoslavia saw the following interesting game:

Petrosian-lvkov SlavDefence
1 d4 d5 2 c4 c6 3 Af3 lf6 4 e3 eG 5 Ads AbdT 6 Abd2

c5 7 b3 96 8 O-O Ag7 9 Aa3 b5 10 cd axd5 11 Ae4 O-0 12

trc l  15 i3 AdG &t r+ Axcs EaxcS 15 He1.€2hB 16 e4!
te tz Axea At+ te Ecz g'f5 19 dc lxcS 2o $xcS bc

TheExchanqes have resulted in a split pawn formation for Black
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Drettv forceful.
13 .  .  .  [ fc8 14 95 Qe8 15 f5 lc4 16 Ahs g6 17 fg fg 18

9f2 6e5
There is no other way of supporting f7, but White's initiative now

becomes formidable.
19 Af3 Ag7 20 Axes trfg 21 Afl/ Axhs

Soviet lmmorbls BI

Wth characteristic ludgment White has satisfied himself that the

ou.i"J pu*n at a4 wrll give him definite advantage in the endrng

[OJrvd witn admrration how this apparently slrght advantage is

cxolotted with amazlng accuracY'"^i9 
.. ieS 2o as .;tc t 21 E'11 ad2zz, --1at .-'a8-?3

*ii =azAq a6 g"f8 25 '-c3 95 26 -;a4 !d427-.1d1 e52a
fi"S naA 29 i..:'b3 tl.b6 30 E Yd8+ -e- \ d8 31 a7!""iniiou*n 

,s now almost a queen, and f inally ties down all Black's
{orces with a decisive breakthrough In the oiflng

31 .  .  .  ;b6 32; xb6 lxb6 33 i  'a5!

A decisive mistake leading to a stormy finish. AIter 21 . . . gh 22
$d4 White's attack remains threatening, but Black has chances of
resrstrng.

22 adsl
A piece sacrifice clearing the way for the bishop at e3 to take the

long diagonal. Black has to take the knight.
22 . . .  ed 23 Ah6+ &s7 24 947+! t rxf7 25 HxrT+

€)h8 26 Ad4+ Af6 27 E xf6 1-0
Lev Polugayevsky too, alas, is a candidate for the title of veteran.

In his games you will not find the intuitive sacrifices of a Tal, nor the
fearsome attacks of a Geller, but the true chess fan is won over by
the accuracy of his manoeuvres and his boldness and decisiveness
at the crucial stages of his games. Thus the lVoscow grandmaster
managed to win this game at a key stage of the '1979 Riga
Interzonal against an opponent with immense experience of top-
level contests.

Polugayevsky-Larsen Slav Defence
1 Af3 6f6 2 c4 cG 3 d4 d5 4lc3 dc 5 a4 la6 5 e4 Sg4 7

Axc4e68Ae3Ab49grd3Ax f3  10g f  l c7  11  f l s l  l hS
12$.e2

Bold and unusual play in the opening. The white pawn'f ist ' is
very formidable and sweeps away all Black's attempts to get the
initiative in the centre.

1 2  .  . .  s 6  1 3  d 5 !
Not fearing any shadows White opens files in the vicinity of his

king. This is Polugayevsky's concrete assessment at work.
13 .  .  .  Ad6 14 dc bc 15 gd4 O-O 16 trdgl  Axh2
The Danish grandmaster himself hurries to exchange queens

since further play in the middle game would be risky for Black.
17  gxdg  E fxdS  18  t r xd8  EXdS 19  SxaT

The triumph of methodical and accurate play in the glqlorla1lon
of slight advantages. The c6 pawn is indefensible and with lts fall all

60

o l

hopes of successful resistance disappear.
5s . . . €"2 34 Axc6+ €/d6 3s ab4 ae6 36 Ad5 Aa8

37 af6 h5 38 $ds NecT 39 le8+ 1-0.

Chess Trainers and their Background
The chess organisation of every country sooner oT later comes

up against the q"uestion of chess coaching and the trainers needed
to rJn it. Where can these trainers be got from, what sort of
qualifications and training do they need? Does the trainer have to
be a strong player who-is now no longer playing in top,,events
Oecauie of"tAe age factor? Can a young master cope.with such
*o*? tn" experiSnce ol Sovret chess will be helpfJl in findrng lhe
answer to these questions, so we have decided to devote some
space to it.

First of all let us define terms and restrict our task to the proper
sense of coaching. During top class events, especially those
involvinq the worl6 championship qualifying cycle one sees the
players iegularly accompanied by a well'known grandmaster or
master. lnis persor] is the second whose task it ls to help the player
in-nis prepaiatior.r before the event and before each game' often
iar..i"q ;ait ,n Lhe cho:ce ol opening variations and-givrng advice
"ltur""*n qame is rinished and rs 6erng ana'ysed The-main rask
i"nOs-to Ueiitisting in the analysis of adjburned games The'period
of service'of such seconds is not long and during the llext such
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event the player may invite someone else to be his second this time.
What are the qualities o{ a good second, and is it really essential

to have one at all? Possibly it is better to try to do it all on your own?
Does a second always help, or can he actually be a hindrance?

The simple answer must be that if a potential second not only
knows the game well but is a friend of yours then make use of his
services. lf you can be sure that you can rely on him for good
overnight analysis of an adjourned game while you get your
valuable sleep then it is worth having him.

However if you have any fears that as soon as you go to bed
your second will not be long in following your example after a quick
look through one or two variations for the sake of form and will
make out next morning that he has slaved through the night, then
such a false helper is better done without.

Moreover can such a helper for one event be called a trainer?
Certainly not! A trainer is a person who is concerned with his
charge day by day, and pays a lot of attention to the work We
cerbinly need seconds for certain e\€nts but they must not be
confus€d with trainers.

It is an interesting feature of chess that the opportunities for
building up a group of training personnel are greater than in other
sporting activities. ln most of the latter a person becomes a trainer
or coach after finishing his active career at some time in his thirties
In chess on the other hand a trainer may well continue his own
career and carry on getting excellent results. For example there is
the excellent play at Madrid 1973 by the late Semyon Furman who
competed there along with his famous pupil Anatoly Karpov.
Several of our younger grandmasters have as trainer international
master l\4ark Dvoretsky who is still active in tournament play and
has hopes of the grandmaster title for himself. Botvinnik had as
trainer for a long time that charming person Vyacheslav Bagozin
who combined a big workload with participation as a competitor in
the 1948 Interzonal tournament.

Dvoretsky has written thus:- 'l feel that it is no less interesting
to be a trainer than to play oneself. I even take greater delight in the
tournament successes of my lads than I do in my own. However I
have no intention of giving up practical play, I enjoy meettng strong
players at the board and my impressions as a practical player can
be oi use to me as a trainer. Possibly other strong players from
amongst our grandmasters and masters would like to combine the
two 'specialities'? After all creative contact with taiented, clever and
curious youngsters can bring great pleasure!'

Trainer and Pupil
Experience in the Soviet Union has given some guidellnes to help

a trainer working regularly with one (or several) people under h1s

ierni's *ort in the Botvinnik school I had to spend a lot of time on
tlnq and pawn endings so when I came to a tricky position in my
ow-n qames I knew the winning methodl- 

iet" it stands to reason that the maln attention must be focussed
on the middle game, the principal phase of the game ln such study
it is usetut to riork through the analysis of all sorts of games and
oositions and to annotate games, both one's own and those of
others.'ln chess as in any other form of sport the guarantee of future
success is a prop€rly laid down training programme lnere are
many habits whiih have to be inculcated such as the ability to
calculate variations, the correct assessment of position, the accuraie
iealisation of advantage, the correct psychological choice of
continuation. All these Can be, and must be, developed by specBl
traininql (Dvoretsky).

Wh;n a trarner has several pupils his task becomes more difficult,
since he has to have an individual approach to each. A knowledge
of each pupil's strengths and v\,€aknesses is essential in order to be
able to build on the one and try to reduce the other'

Here are some other comments by Dvoretsky:- A player's
attention should be constantly fixed on the backward parts of his
play, and special exercises on these themes should be constantly
i'epeated. Tb quote a few examples {rom my own pupils I can point
out that Cheki-rov was poor in endgame technique so I constantly
worked on drawing his attention to standard methods ot endgame
piay in varied positions. As a result he made swift and obvious
Drooress.' 

T"hen aoain Dolmatov was lacking in physical stamina, so he had
to Oo a tot of sport (running, foot6all, swimming and so on) and
water treatment* in order to strengthen his nervous -.system
Nowadays he has enough staying-power to last out a tull tlve nour
playing session and a whole tournament.

charge- 
In-studying openings it is harmful and too much like rote learnlng

to consider a]t the openings, but it is also wrong to restrict work to
^-^. .'. tr.ryo or)entnos whlch makes it too easv for the opponent toone o. t*o openlngs whtch makes it too easy
^.onare A oood deal of attention ouqht to

Snoiitu, As Kasparov recalls, 'When. I was pr,eryri.ns.19r ole
prepare. A good
..dnames. As Kr

attention ought to be given to typical

'Translatar's Nole Water treatmerri A system ol strengthell rrg the or-ga| sm

*,O"iv i" iorn'""nO"O rrr Sovret sports l terature The bodv rs rubbed wth coo arra

later cold watea and sponge unt I  r t  becomes used even to co d baths and sw m'nlnq

i11 the open arr durrng irosty weatner

-L-�
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The chess organisation of Soviet Trade Unions had the excellent
idea in 1963 of setting up a small school that would coach some of
the most gifted young players of the country. Former world champ-
ion Mikhail Botvinnik, our greatest theoretician, and a Doctor of
Technical Science expressed the desire to run the school where the
studies take place by post. For nearly two decades this school has
been turning out 'gfaduates' who have a fine grasp of chess
strategy and tactics, experience of practical plav and the routtne
needed for this. Most important of all they have had developed in
them the knack of working independently at chess study.

There can be no doubt that the main feature of the school is its
head. Botvinnik's name has figured in the world of chess, and
outside it too, for more than half a centurv. The'oatriarch'of Soviet
chess, as we lovingly call him, has gone through an tmmense
experience of match and tournament play. He took part in more
than fifty top-class tournaments in his forty years of active plav, was
world champion for thirteen years, winning or defending the tifle on
five separate occasions, and played for our winning Olympiad side
srx trmes.

He is a player who to an unprecedented extent penetrated deepiy
into the possibilities of the game, more than all the remaining
grandmasters of his day. Another world champion Tigran Petrosian
has eloquently described the emotions of a player who had to sit on
the other side of the board from Botuinnik. He once told how hard
he found it to play against Fischer, but then went on, 'Yet it was
harder to play against Botvinnikl You got a feeling then of having
no way out. This vr,as a !€ry unpleasant feeling. Once in conversation
with Keres I told him about this and even drew the comparison of
Botvinnik as a bulldozer clearing ever!,thing away from its path.
Keres smiled and commented 'Just think what it was like for those
who had to play him when he was younger':

No less expressive are the words of Geler, describing his feelings
as he sat down at the board to play l\likhail Moiseyevich.'Games aga nst Botvtnnik, as a rute, are a batfle aqainst
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monmumental strategy. Just as the visible part of an iceberg makes
up only one sixth of its height, so too in this battle the greater part
of the ideas are not brought out. ln such a case the consequences
of the slightest misbke are quite considerablel

It is easy to understand that the school of such a great expert
attracted the best talent from throughout the country. These
included what are now very well-known names such as Anatoly
Karpov from Zlatoust, Yury Balashov from Schadrinsk, Yury
Flazuvayev from lvoscow. Later on they were jcined by Yelena
Akmilovskaya from Krasnoyarsk, Harry Kasparov from Baku, Artur
Yusupov and Sergei Makarichev from Moscow. All parts of our
large country were represented.

It did not take long to settle how the work should be organised. lt
was decided to meet face to face in short sessions two or three
times a year. These get-togethers normally took place in Moscow
during the school holidays at New Year and in the spring, while in
the summer the venue was a holiday resort or health centre. The
administration of the school realised how difficult it is to teach chess
at a higher level, especially on the basis of a correspondence
course. The studies had to be adjusted to the individual features of
each student,  his character,  age, heal th,  sty le of  play and
preferences. A great deal had to be taken into account in particular
how to develop a love for the game and how to stimulate his strong
ooints and eradicate his weak ones.

The standard study method is simple and convincing. When he
goes home from a session each student gets his own individual
assignment which has been carefully thought out by the coach.
During the long break between sessions the student has to work
through this assignment. and at the next session he must make a
report on what he has done. The principle is thus strictly followed
that the assignments are individual but the reports on them are
collective.

So the days of the session fly by as the keen students give an
account of their progress and take part in the group assessment of
the others in turn, all the while taking note of the critical comments
by the coach. At the end of each session a fresh assignment is set
which must be carried out before the next meeting.

The students are not frightened of tough assignments, but rather
welcome them, knowing that such hard tasks are a fresh step on
the road to p€rfection.

During his life a pupil has to learn from many teachers. He learns
his native language, mathematics, natural sciences. Often teachers
will tell how they learned and studied. Yet in the chess school the
pupils have a teacher of the highest class who can pass on the
lessons learned in top class tournament play as well as the secrets
of theory worked out by the most outstanding researchers in this
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field over the last half century. That is why the time spent in
Botvinnik's school and the counsel he gives is remembered so
viv idly by his pupi ls.

Anatoly Karpov recalls'My studies with Botvinnik brought me
immense benefit, particularly the homework assignments which
forced me to refer to chess books and to work indeoendentlv:

Harrik Kasparov, a student of the next generation backs him up'ln 1973 when I was still a boy who just liked playing chess Mikhal
Moiseyevich invited me to join his school. There is no price I could
name for the things I got from it in the course of the five years I was
there. He does not use his authority to bear down too hard on the
pupils and to impose his views on them. Botvinnik is the person
who confirmed in me the view that Alekhine's chess is my sort too.
At each stage he suggests his approach. At the beginning ot 1977 |
became Soviet Junior Champion for the second time scorlng 8l/2
out of 9 and winning the title with a round to spare. I went to
Moscow with the idea that everything was going swimmingly for
me. There at the school Mikhail Moiseyevich congratulated me on
my victory and suggested that I go through my winning games.
Here I was severely criticised at some points in them by hrm. yet to
hear from Botvinnik that the quality of my play in the recent event
gave him great hopes for me was the height of happinessl

A point to note here is that the pupil is not automatically
permitted to make his report on the assignment. Before this is done
his overall profile and progress between sessions is assessed bv
experienced teachers. These ask themselves what are his results in
tournaments, what are his exam results and academic progress at
school, is he fit, does he take part in sport, does he know the history
of chess? They also check up all his games, assessing their
strndard. Only if all these things are in good order can the pupil
aopear before his fellows and relate how he has tackled the tasks
assigned to him by Botvinnik.

This superb school is organised by wise pedagogues. lt is the
dream of thousands of boys and girls to qualify for it. Boys are
admitted from the 1 1- 18 age group. girls f rom 1 3- 18. Only the
most promising talents are admitted.

In addition to theoretical assignments there are practical trials
such as sim ulta neous exhibitions.

Here is an example from one such exhibition which will be useful
for all chess coaches to work through. The thoughts attributed here
to Botvinnik may not be exactly those thoughts that he had at the
time, but this is the direction in which they will have gone, as he
both tried to discover what his opponent knew and tried to play in
such a way that the pupil would extract the maximum benefit from
the encounter.
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Karpov-Botvinnik Caro-Kann Defence
Clock simultaneous played November 13th, 1963, in Moscow.

1 e4c62d4 d5 3 lc3 96
Let's get away from standard play to see how he thinks

independentlv of theorY.
4 at3 Lg7 5 ;f4;94 6 ed cd 7 1\b5
Now there is the simple defence 7 . . . Aa6. but what if we try to

oose more difficult problems for the lad. Go deliberately for an
inferior position to see how he goes about exploiting an advantage.

7 . . . &8I h3 Axf3 9 g'xf3 lc6 1O c3 Af6 11 Ad3 a6
12 ba3 Bb6 14 8e2 Ahs 14 Ae3 {9c7 15 O-O Af4 16 g'd2

AX€  17  $ .xd3  h5  18 l c2
This lad manoeuvres well, as I have noticed earlier. The knight at

a3 was away from the centre, so he brings it over there to the real
scene of activity.

1 8 . . . Af6 19 f4 e5 20 6)e1 h4 21 4lfs Ae7 22 Aes Afs
23 Ac1 €97

Artificial castling achieved, now it is time to expel his outpost
kn igh tby  . .  f 6 .

23 Ht2 Ae7 25 gd3 b5 26 Ad2 b427 He2 a5 28 Eael
Aha! Karpik is getting ready to press with all his pieces on e6, so

for the time being I do best to avoid . . f6.
28 . . . Ea6 29 grd3 grbT 3O flcl fic8 31 Pel a4 32 c4?
What's he doing? He doesn't see the simple knight capture at d4.

Possibly I shouldn't bke the pawn? l'd prefer to play the game on to
check his plav more deeply, yet that move would produce a
resignable position. Well, there's nothing one can do about that. The
lad makes elementary oversights. l'll exploit it, and after the
exhibition l'll give him a telling off. A plaver aiming at mastery must
rule out all slips and chance occurrences from his play.

3 2  . . .  A x d 4
Now he's seen it and is perplexed. There are even tears in his

eyes. Never mind, he has tc toughen up.
33 Ed2 AfS 3a trdc2 Ne3 35 Ee2 dc 36 Axc4 Axc4 37

E xc4 Hd6 38 ge4

62

Well now, exchanging on e4 finishes it. lf he takes with the e2
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rook then a further exchange on c4 and it is a purely technlcal
matter. What has he shown so far? Calm play in the opentng
without striving for too much, reasonable manoeuvring play, but
then a pawn given away. So the game ends and I haven't learned all
that much about him. Possibly I should give him the chance to
show a bit more? What if I give up the queen? | could check his
technique then. So let's see what the lad from the Urals can do.

38  . . .  Exc4?  g ,xb7  A f640  Axb47
Oh, oh, yet another bad slip. He's losing again, and Tolya has

tears in his eyes again. As soon as he got winning chances he
blunders away a bishop. Obviously he is still young and inex-
perienced and his nerves give way.

40 . .. AaA+ 41 €lh2 trb6 42 8e7 Ecxb4
At this point the game was broken off and adludicated a draw by

the appointed third pafi.
Such coaching sessions go on year after year, and the staff

changes little by little. Sometimes former students of the school are
enrolled to be teachers there. Nowadays there are quite young
boys and girls studying there. Who knows what will become of
them in the course of time?

Our chess fans have become accustomed to seeing the reference
'studied in Botvinnik's chess school'when they read accounts of the
tournament performancees of this or that young chess talent. Yes,
his students have reached the top in various events and some ot
them are exerting themselves to reach the final stage - an attempt
to take the chess crown from the most distinguished student of
them all. Anatolv Karpov.

So we shall try to introduce the reader to the leading'graduates'
of this legendary school. Perhaps their games and biography wjll
stimulate the reader to strive himseli to improve his play. You are
about to go through a picture gallery of players whose long years of
hard study under the guidance of an experienced teacher finally
paid off in their mastery of the theory and practice of chess.

Yuri Balashov
With the exception of Anatoly Karpov himseif this calm,

restrained, taciturn oupil of Botvinnik is the one with .the best
tournament record over the Vears.

He has a pa rtic ula rly fine record in qualif ying events for the world
championship - in the last two cycles he took first place in special
USSR Zone tournaments to determine our representatives for the
FIDE Interzonals (in 1975 he was in a fourfold tie for first place).
The annoying thing is that he has followed these successes up in
mediocre fashion, and so has never qualified for a place in the
Candidates' lvlatches that his other results would indicate as a
leoatimate outcome.
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Then there are his results in the USSF Championship where he

was second in 1976 and equal third-fourth in 1979 - enviable

stability. Finally he has often taken first place in strong international

tournaments.
He has a fine knowledge of theory, and by this we dc not iust
,an onenino variations. lt was not for nothinq that Karpov chosemean opening variatlons not for nothing that Karpov chose

-V

him as his chief second in the 1978 world title match at Baguto i
nive naa occasion myself to see how hard he works at this ln
'1970 | was head of the Soviet delegation at the Fischer Taimanov
mitcn in Vancouver and Yuri was there, along with Vasylkov, as
iii.rnou't second. He had brought with him almost all Fischer's
games and for days on end he kept filling his notebook with all sorts
of ana lyses.

So hb only has to overcome the final hurdle in perfecting his play
in order to make it to the very top. What is this slight detail that
holds him back from this? Possibly the answer lles in these words of
Botvinnik: 'Yuri Balashov studied with me for elghteen months I
feel that the obstacle which is holding him back rs an Inadequte
natural feel for position. To some extent he has overcome thrs by
hard work. On the other hand he is an excellent tactician and whrle
siill in the school he amazed evervbodv by his tactlca I conceptions:

Botvinnik's comment about an excellent tactician has otten been
echoed. Here is an example from the 1979 USSR Super League
which has a firework-like series of tactical blows.

This is Romanishin Balashov, in which lt is level for the moment
White decides to go for active play on the g-side and opens up files
to help this.

13 a3 b4 14 Aa4 4)d7 15 c3 ba 16 b4
White's idea iJcleai He hopes bv E xa3 and then Efa 1 to

attack the a6 pawn often enough to win it. However Black has a
breathing space and while White takes two moves to re-establish
material 6quality Black can create play ln the centre lt is w€ll'known
that such centre play is more important than play on tne wrngs
White's misfortune is that Black can soon extend his central play to
the $-side with threats to the king

Balashov demonstrates this in most inventive style'
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16 .  .  .  dsl  17 e5 96 18 942 f6!  19 ef  $xf6 20 $a2 $h8
21 gxa3 e5!

Since several white pieces are stranded on the other side Black
can hurry to play on the S-side and use his superiority there not
worrying about loss of material. Some pretty play is coming up.

22 fe Ncxe5 23 lxeS lxeS 24 fladl
A better chance of successful defence was 24 ]\e2 when Black

would continue 24 flae8 creating many awkward threats.
24 . . . d4l25 cd lf3+ 26 tr xf3 Axf3
White has to be very careful as the queen entry on 93 can be

decisive.
27 HrI Axg228€xg2

2 8  . . .  A h 4 ! !
Annotators normally call such moves 'quiet' since they do not

involve captures or check, yet, as the quote generally goes on. they
are often more powerful for all that. The ability to find such hidden
tactical blows, especially to foresee them long before the event, ts
grven to Tew.

29 $c1
Both 29 Qf2 tr xf2+ 30 fi xf2 $93+ and 29 Ef3 E xf3 30

€/xf3 g'h2! 31 b5 treB leave the king too exposed.
29 . . .  &g3+ 30 ghl  g,xh3+ 31 €91 8g3+ 32 €/h1

Ef3!
Any experienced player knows that in such positions there is

hardly ever a way out for the defender as the attacking piece enloys
such great mobility.

33 Af3 g'h3+ 34 Ssl {$94+ 35 ghl Eh3+ 36 Ah2
t rxh2+ 0-1

Mate or loss of the queen is inevitable after 37 $xh2 l\g3+

Yuri Razuvayev
When still very young he had a stroke of luck that many others

dream of. He was fortunate enough to turn out on the lunior board
for the'Trud' team in the champtonship of  the voluniary sports
societies.* Trud's top board was Botvinnlk and soon young Yurr
became a student in the school. thouoh for various reasons thrs
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oeriod of studv \&as not very long. Many years later Rasurayev
beca me the friend and helper of Anatoly Karpov. To spend years in
the company of two such titans of chess ls the sort of thing others
can only dream aboui.

The general opinion of commentators on Razuvayev is that he is
an excellent tactician, but that his strategical 'baggage' was
inadequate for a long time and this held him back from getting
good tournament results and the grandmaster title. However hard
work finally brought him into the ranks of our strongest players and
in the 1976 tournament in Cuba he gained the long-awaited title

'Rather belated'was the view of the sceptics, 'Razuvayev gets the
title at the age of thirty-one, yet in our day there are even some
sixteen year old grandmastersl

However there are no obstacles for those who really love chess.
The new'old'grandmaster continued and continues to work hard.
ln particular he has devoted @rticular attention to the play of the
great strategist of the past Akiba Rubinstein. The result of his study
is the new book on Rubinstein in the Moscow 'Fizkultura i Sport'
series, but even more important the author is still learning and so
can reckon on fresh successes in the future. Along with tournament
appearances Yuri has recently been coaching himself as an assisbnt
to Smvslov in a soecial chess school. So this is the third world
champion with whom he has worked.

Not just tournament successes impress the true chess fan. The
sort of fine combinative attack which Razu\€yev produces enthuses
him and induces him to spend hours working through their
ramificatons. Here is an example from the game Razulayev-
Lputvan, First Division, Soviet Championship, Frunze, 1979:

Black's position looks solid, but the experienced player will note a
whole set of weak squares in Black's camp. This enables the
energetic Razuvayev to carry out a combinative attack involving
some unexpected moves.

2O lfS! gf

'Trcnslator's &ote. These Inc ude the bettef kno$,rr names of Dlfamo Spartak
Lokomotrv. BLrrevestn k who f e d teams n ai competrt ve actrvt les
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Black is forced to accept the offer. Perhaps he thought White
\ €s going for perpetLral check, but he is soon disabused.

21 gxfs trcs
The rook is badly placed here. Moving it to d8 would give better

defensive chances.
22$95+ €�h7 23 &f5+ €98 24b4 Hc7 25 gss+ gh7

26 g'fs+
Th! plaver who has had such positions himself will forgive White

this repetition of moves which helps to keep away the spectre of
time trouble. However the repetitton leads him astray as he could
already decide the game in a few moves try 26 6S4l hg 27 fldS
and th; threat of 28 gh4+ is killing. Should we deprecate this slip?
No, since the inaccuracy gives the opportunity to admire an
exceotionallv f ine tinish.

26 . . . €gB 27 $s5+ &h7 2A 9f5+ €g8 29 trd6!
Another line stroke. lf the rook is captured we get a quick win

f rom the line we already know - 29 $xd6 3O $94! So
Black has to be reconciled to this strengthening of the attacking
forces.

29 . . . Ac8 30 gss+ €h7

Artur Yusupov 93

Bowinnik's pupil than anyone else. He worked directly under
Botvinnik for three consecutive years, and then the rest of his
career since then under Mark Dvoretsky, but you have to bear in
mind that rnternational master Dvoretsky is also a pupil of Botvinnik,
and in recent years has been assistant to his old coach.

The creative co-operation of Yusupov and Dvoretsky gives great
oleasure to both of them, and the coach has often said what a fine
bupil he has and what loy he geis from their get-togethers. We
have spoken of the friendship of these two, but we really should
speak of three, since another Botvinnik pupil Sergei Dolmatov has
been a regular companion to Yusupov. The closeness of their
careers can be gauged from the fact that at the l9TBWorldJunior
Championship the gold medal went to Dolmatov and the silver to
Yusupov, while in the previous event in 1977 Yusupov had been
recipient of the gold medal. So the three players are olten seen
together and the coach can give them the same tasks, especjally the
key assignment - to play in bold fashion and to continue to learn
all facets of chess mastery.

Yusupov began quite early and has only recently left his teens ln
1973 at the age of thirteen he represented Moscow in the all-Union
Youth Games and four years later he took the World Junior
Championship so becoming an international master. Ouite soon
after that he began his push to go further and he scored his first
grandmaster norm in a tournament in Holland.

A real triumoh came his way in the 1979 USSR Super League at
Minsk where nine famous grandmasters were in contention for the
Soviet title, amongst them Tal and Geller. Young Yusupov kept on
level terms with them throughout and only Geller's fine play just
outdistanced his rrval who came second. The impresston made on
his teachers and commentators was immense, and they noted ln
particular his fine endgame play

Here is an example in his win over Tal :

66

31 Ad7!!
The knight is put en prise to four different pieces, yet cannot be

taken by any of them! A fine position, which shows the immense
force of the harmoniously placed white pieces.

31  .  . .  g t xdT
Trying to prolong resistance by a queen sacrifice. lf 31

E Xd7 then 32 E Xf6 AXf6 33 AxfG with forced mate. lt is
easy to see the win against other moves e.S. ?2 , Eg8 33
Axf6+ Axf6 34 gxh5+ gs7 35 Axf 6+ el8 36 g'h6+

32  EXdT!
Avoiding the trap 32 flxf6 which looks a simple win, but then

comes 32 AxfO 33 Qxf6 $g4l
32 . . . AxdT 33 Axf6 Axf6 34 $xf6 fl xc4 35 ge7 1'O

Artur Yusupov
The Moscow player Yusupov can probably be considered more
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White's advantage does r]ot seem so great and you can only
admire how Yusupov made use of this insignificant plus.

21 Edl ! h6 22 $c4! g/b7 23 l9ds!
One cannot but mark the three parts of the queen manoeuvre
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with exclamation marks. White intends to exchange queens since rt
is in the rook ending that he can best exploit his positional
advantage. Black cannot give way with his queen, say to b8, as
then White's pieces will occupy the 7th rank with great effect.

23 . . . grxds 24 E xds f6 25 Hd7 a5 26 a4 e4
There is no doubt that this weakens the e-pawn, but Taldecidec

on this concession only after a long assessment of this difficuLt
position. To leave the pawn on e5 would let the white king come In
via the white squares to e4 and thence either penetrate further on
the €-side or go over to win the a5 pawn so forming a winning
Dassed oawn.

27 trds Bf7 28 g4 g5 29 €g2 €96 30 h4!
Once again accurate play. The threat is to force the enemy king

back to the last rank and have a strong cramping pawn at h5. So
Black has to capture at once and so weaken his $-side pawns
further.

3 0 . . . s h 3 1  g h 3 E b g
With heavy heart Tal decides to surrender an important pawn

but he had no choice but to go for an active rook position. lf he
remains passive White takes on h4 and then plays the king round to
f4 to {orce the win of the e-pawn.

32 €xh4 Ebl 33 EXaS trh1 + 34 €s3 trsl + 35 €)h3
trhl+ 36€g2 tra1 37€h2 Ha238€g3 Eal 39€g2 Ea2
40 €g3 Eal 41 tra8!

This was the sealed move. Analysis of the adjourned position
enabled White to find a winning plan. First of all he advances his
passed pawn as far as possible to reduce the mobility of the enemy
king and rook by the threat of queening.

4 1  . . .  f 5
After many hours of analysis Tal realised that passive play wtli

lose. Thus if Black remains passive White advances the pawn to a6
with the threat of a7 followed by Eg8+ queening. This forces
Black to keep his king on 96 or 97. Then White will go $f4,
exchange his f2 pawn for the e4 prawn and penetrate with his king
erther on the S-side or by gorng over to the aO pawn.

42 gf+ $xf5 zlil a5 fl91 + 44 gh3 Ehl + 45 €g2 Ea1
46 a6 $94

lf the king retreats to 97 or h7 to prevent the standard win (say
with Black's king on f7 or e7J oI a7 followed by fih8 fi xa7
Eh7+, then White simply exchanges the a6 pawn for the e4 one
and the two united passed pawns ensure an easy win.

47 a7 @h44aftl
In this position the simplest winning method. lf now 48 . ef +

then the e3 pawn will soon advance and torce a win.
zl8 . . . fla2+ 49 $1 flal+ 50 €e2 Ea2+ 51 €dl tra6

52 f5 Hd6+
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This change of front by the rook to keep the passed pawns under
control from the side brings no easing of the situation. White simply
plays his freed king to support the passed a-pawn.

53 €c2 Hd7 54 Sc3 h5 55 €c4 gh3 56 f6 h4 57 $cb
€h2 58 Eh8 1-O

Although thrs endgame does not contain any striking moves or
manoeuvres it is an eloquent tribute to Yusupov's excellent
technique.

Harry Kasparov.
Flohr had the quizzical comment'As far as I can understand this

game if Kasparov cannot yet be called an Academician yet the title
of professor is certainly his alreadyl

This comment referred to a player who was only sixteen at the
time yet had already an impressive list of tournament successes. Tal
claimed that any success by the lad in the 1979 Super League
would be a sensation. ln the event he shared 3rd-4th place with
Balashov, yet it is no secret that some people expected even moTe
from him, esoeciallv after his three wins at the sta rt of the event.
However the young man has not yet learned fully how to control
his emotions and makes slips occasionally.

Botvinnik's comment on this is that evervone makes slips from
time to time. The hard working Yusupov often has them, so Harry's
occasional ones should not worry us especially, he will mature and
they will disappear.

ln fact Kasparov's play has already made such an impression that
his style and his victories are a talking point notjusi in the USSR but
also abroad.

His greatest success abroad was the spring 1979 Banja Luka
tournament where he took first place ahead of a field of strong
grandmasters including Petrosian, Andersson and Browne. His play
was the high spot of tne event and the spectators crowded in to
watch him. We shall doubtless read many books and articles in the
future about his play. A guarantee of that is the continuing friendly
contact which Kasparov is maintaining with BoWinnik. He worked
formally in the school for five years, and still regards himself as a
pupil, in the sense that after nearly every game he phones up
Botvinnik hoping to hear his mentor's praise, but also ready to hear
with gratitude any critical comments that may come.

Flohr points out that the young man is full of concentration and
serious in his attitude. Some players prefer to walk round when it is
the opponent's turn to move, and even chat (though not about the
game in progress, of course) wth friends and colleagues. Kasparov

' f ranslatar 's 
ryole RussLal] soL-rrces gve the frsl  name as Gary or Gark. but

(asparov has sgned h msef Harry n ettefs wf t te \  n Erg sh to a Westerrr publsher.
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sits at the board and thinks in the way that Botvinnik used to. Only
when he has a clear advantage does he permit himself to get up
and take a quick stroll round the stage. Then it is noticeable that he
is nervous and excited and he has not yet learned how to hide this

The experts have some admiring comments to make about him
though tinged at times with exp€ctation. Petrosian, for example
'Harry is a great talent. In terms of talent I would compare him wlth
Tal,but talent alone does not guarantee the highest achievements. A
great deal will depend upon his reaction, especially how he reacts to
the 'tria I by fame".

Despite his youth Kasparov has already played many fine games.
We select one of the latest from the 1979 Spartakiad where his
'marble' style was shown to perfection.

Kasparov-Butnorius, Aueen's lndian Defence
1 d4 af6 2 c4 eG 3 Af3 Ab4+ 4 Abd2O-o 5 e3 bG 6 Ad3

Ab7 7 O-O d5 8 a3 Sxd2 9 Axd2 AbdT lO cd Axds 11 b4
c5  12  f l ac l  cd  13 l xd4

White has played the opening unpretentiously, achieving nicely
placed pieces without any noticeable ad\€ntage. One senses
White's desire to make the middle game the scene of the real
struggle. Well, that is a normal approach by players who aTe
conscious of their strategical ability. White's confidence is soon
justified after some complicated strategical clashes.

13 .  .  .  AeS 14 Sa5 [e4 15 Ael 8g5 16 f4l
An accurately calculated pawn thrust. White thereby lifts the

piece pressure against 92.
16 .  .  .  8g6 17 fe lcS 18 Ag3 6xa6 19 Afs!
Black's chosen line cannot be approved - he has forced his

knight to the edge of the board from where it does not get into play
to the very end of the game. Possibly Black assumed that the
spoiled white pawn formation was compensation for the distant
knight. Yet Kasparov has assessed the position more deeply. Apart
from the knight at a6 there is the slightly awkward placing of the
queen and the general lack of co operation of the black pieces
means that White is able to develop a threatening initiative. In tact
the basis of White's pressure is the apparently weak pawns which
create sound support tor White's pieces.

White could generate his pressure in various ways, one of which
would be along the c-f ile. Instead the young master decides to act in
the vicinity of the king and moves all his pieces in that direction.

1 9 . . .  f l a e 8
Capturing on f5 would give White all the centre and put the a6

knight in a critical position. The text prepares to retire the poor
horse to b8.

20 Ad6 fie7 21 flr4!

Harry KasProv 97

Now the queen has to be saved f rom the threat of 22 HSa'gho
"r*tl*dlt'1#ifrI*uor 24 Eczts'h6 25 *tl '.c7 26
Hc€

o6

White has built a threetold battery on the f'tile and Black has.no

counter to this. White has achieved this with simple moves that
a"f." no particularly strong impression taken singly With hls
deiensive scheme refuted Black has to lose materlal'

26  . . .  t 5  27  e l l
ihe simolest as the passed pawn will cost a great deal of material'
ii. . . 

-i;;6 
td i+ &n 2e Ae7 es ao gxta er st

AxdG g/xd6 32 gd3l-The 
siirplest way of realising his advantage White improves his

oiece placinq, which are in stark contrast to the enemy forces -' 
i,".: . S"i ss gc4 €?h6 94 svt4 )e6 35 ercS E/do 35

gtg-+ €,g"e-iire5+ Srfs 38 ijxrg Ed1 + 39 $f2;5d2-r
aO €s3 $e1 + 41 gh3 1-O

Serqei Dolmatov
Aiter the 1979 Soviet Championship Dvoretsky was asked about

the comparative performances of his two charges, Yusupov and
Oof titot. His rebly - 'Recently Artur has been wo-rking hard.,at
the wideninq of hrs opening repertoire and I was confldenl tnal Ine
i"iurti*ouio show. As io-r Serger Dolmatov I cannot say that he

has worked as hard, even though his results up to thls ev€nt were

oooO "nO he had just taken first place In the First LeagJe The pornt

is that for the Super League hls theoretlcal baggage was
inadeouate:-iri"l" 

"otrn.nts are valuable in their stress on independent
work, the sort of critical comment that you rarely hear in the West
.ii.i .'i.irri" by one of their grandmasters Of course Dolmalov's
.n'"r"0 i+in- r sin' place in thiTop League even if shared with Tal

was an unpleasant result for him
gotu,nnit has this comment on his former pupil,'Dolmatov studied
*,tii rrl" for a year' He is a good iactician but ha,s, a poor

understandtnq of pos'ton, and thisl-swhal ne oLgnt to work hard onl- 
o;;;;;t"h"& that the talented Muscovite will overcome thrs

i&,

/ E .  1
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recent failure and get back to his former form, an example of which
is this game against Anikayev in the 1979 First League.

Obviously the black queen is well away from the $-side ano
cannot help in the defence there. This factor justifies White in
playing a sacrificial attack starting with a rook sacrifice.

2O tr f6!€g8
It is not hard to establish that the rook could not be captured

without swift fatal consequences. but that very piece persists in his
destructive operations.

21  Hxh6 !
Later on analysis showed that the strongest move \Mas the

preparatory 21 Ae4 which would have rendered the rook sacrifice
at h6 even stronger, but one cannot really criticise White for his
bold line of play.

21  . . .  gh22g /xh6 f523e f  f l x f624Ah7+
At first sight it seems simpler to take the rook by 24 gh7+ €XB

25 gh8+ Sf7 26 8xa8, but then Black would get excellent
counter-chances by 26 . Ac5.

24 . . . W 25 Axf6 Axf6 26 Efl Bc5+ 27 €,hl g{8 28
Ss6+ Se7 29 Bh7+ 8g7

With his king under severe pTessuTe it is easy to understand
Black's desire to simplify into an endgame. but this is a bad choice
since the endgame is hopeless for him. He had to try his chances in
the complicated variation 29 . . . €dg 30 Ae4 8e7 31 Sg8+
@c7 32 Sxag gg7. Would this save him? Hardly. since White
could continue the attack by 33 Axf6 Axf6 (33 gx96 34
$g8l is good for White) 34 fid 1 with unpleasant threats. Then 34

€b6 is met by 35 a5+ €xas 36 grdS+, whi le 34 .  .  lds
35 Ae4 is also bad for Black. The best defence is 34 . . . Ad5 (not
34 $xg2+ 35 $x92 $xg6 36 €f 1 g ' fs+ 37 $e1 and
the king escapes the checks) when after 35 E xds White has
every justification for hoping for a win.

3O $xg7+ $xg7 31 Hf/+ €d6 32 flxg7 lxc3 33 bc
lXxa4

Black's counter-chances on the $-side are clearly inadequate tor
the struggle against two united passed pawns on the other side.

Sergei Dolmatov 99

White plays accurately and scores a convincing victory.
34 h4! Ac6 35 hs trhB 36 Sh2 a5 37 s4 a4 38 Ad3 €rds

39 Ef' a3 40 Ef1 e5
Although Black has some play the split pawns are not as

formidable as White's united ones.
41 €?93 e4 42 Ae2 Ea8 z|il g5 Aa4 44 g6 Axc2 45 97 a2

6 hG e3 47 Hf8! trxf8 48 gxfS$ al$ 49 Sf3+
The fight is finished off by the combined atbck of two pieces on

the enemy king in the centre. Dolmatov has worked out all the
consequences.

49 .  . .  ge6
lf 49 . . . gc4 then 50 gb4+ forces mate next move.
5O Ag4+ €d5 51 grdS+ €c6 52 Af3+ gbs 53 grds+

$a4 54 $c4+ 1-O

Yelena Akhmilovskaya
Botvinnik has had a number of girl pupils as we have already

indicated. Here is what one of our strongest lady players has to say
about herself, 'l am very fond of classical music, and listening to it is
real relaxation for me during a tournament. lt is a real delight for me
to visit the ballet 'Giselle: I am also very keen to play tennis, which I
play at a high level and love no less than chess. I regret the fact that
lbecame familiar with this form of sport so late on. Generally
speaking I devote a lot of attention to physical preparation, and this
helps me to play better:

Lena is now one of our strongest players, and competes not only
against women, in which field she has won the grandmaster title,
but also against men. She seems to have the ambition to emulate
Nona Gaprindashvili who has the grandmaster title not just for her
long tenure of women's world champion but also for play against
men.

Lena's comment on this, 'l have plaved in several men's
tournaments. lam not satisfied with my results there, but I enjoyed
playing. Men rarely make just good simple moves - they try to
make moves which, while perhaps not being the very best then at
East are really good ones. Playing with men is excellent trainingl
._ Go through this game against Petrovich in the 1979 USSR-
Yugoslavia match and in every one of White's moves you will see
the triumph of strategic thought, accurate exploitation of insigni-
Trcant advantages and inventiveness in attack.
^ In some of the moves you are sure to detect 'the hand of
uotvinnrk' at work.
* 1 e4 c6 2 6f3 g6 3 d4 $97 4 Nc3 d6 5 Ae2 af6 5 O-O O-O
/ a4 abdT 8 a5 e5 9 ge3 $e7 1O fie1 h6 11 Afl Ag4 12 d5

White has formed the long term plan of blockade of the white
squares on the $-side, and in order to carry this out is ready to give

69 //tt2 "'..&t',&
i///ta%tz
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up the valuable black-square bishop for a knight. Closing the centre
is part of the plan since there is the consideration that the attacker
on the wing must always fear a counter-stroke in the centre.

This plan of $-side pressure. of course, was regularly adopted
by Botvinnik against the best players in the world.

12  . . .  Axe3  13  f l xe3  c5  14  a6  b6  15  abs  A fO  16  h3
le8 17 c3!

For the success of the operation by White's pieces on the g-side
an nnon { i lo  i c  ^aa . la . l

17 . . . Q1c7 18 b4 Axbs 19 AxbS flb8 2O bc bc 21 Sc4
Bc7

22ad2 l
The knight aims to get to c6, so that when exchanged on that

square further lines will be opened, along which White's pieces wjll
develop winning pressure. Play against weakened squares was a
speciality of Botuinnik's. and his pupils carry on this method.

22 . . . Ad7 23 Ab3 Hb6 24 Aas Hfbs 2s Ac6!
Bold and decisivel The posltional gains resulting from the

exchange on c6 far outweigh the sacrificed pawn:- the bishop at
c4 has its scope increased towards f7, the rook at d3 qets the
chance to attack d6 as well as f7. Black avoids this for on6 move.
but then realises that the intrusive knight cannot long be tolerated
at c6.

25 . . . trfg 26 flb1 Sxc6 27 dc gxc6 28 tr xb6 gxb6
29 Ed3 Ed8 30 8g4!

White's pieces strike at the opponent's fortifications from all
directions. There is the threat of gxg6, while if 30 . . . gf8 the
31 flf3 wins since 31 . . . Hd7 is now not possible. The only
defensive chance was the return of the extra oawn bv 30 . . d5 so
that the queen can be brought to bear in the defence of the
beleagured $-side.

3 0 . . . 9 h 8 3 1  H f 3 !
Now the f7 pawn falls in such a way that all the avenues of attack

on the king are open to White.
31 . . .  t r f832 t rx f /  Exf733Axr /
The exchange of rooks has not eased Black's task as the queen

and bishop are sufficient mating force, especialiy as the bishop at

Yelena Akhmilovskaw I Ol

07 cannot defend the white squares.- 
33 . . . *d8 34 Axg6 8e7 35 $c8+ AtB 36 .!}fs &g7 37

g,b7 hs 38 h4 €f6 39 gG Ah6 40 -Ad7 Bh7 41 Ae8 t9gs 42
AxhsAf443 8 /a7  1o

A{ter 43 Pt9344 gf7+ Wh,te queens on aB.
This game has a great logic about it, and leads to the conclusion

that under Botvinnik's tuition the ditference in ability between men
and women players is reduced to nil.
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Viktor Emmanuelovich Kart is nowadays a well-known chess trainer
and must be considered a surprising and unique phenomenon in
chess, the like of which we have not seen before. and may be just
as rare in the future. The point is that he is a player who never
scored a victory in strong tournaments, never even approached
grandmaster level in his playing standard and does not even have
the master title. Yet he developed a whole group of outstanding
grandmasters who have carried the fame of the Lvov school to all
Darts of the world.

His pupils speak of him with such admiration. Oleg Romanishin
\ ras once asked who coached him now that he had the grandmaster
title. His reply: 'My attitude in chess a nd my whole upbringing in the
game are the product of Honoured Trainer of the Sovret Union
Viktor Emmanuelovich Kart, and if there are any failings in this
upbringing then the fault lies in the pupils, not in the teacher who is
a marvellous. generous and outstanding pedagogue:

Fine words of the sort that every teacher would like to hear from
his charges, yet they do not explain fully the fruitful results of his
work over the years. After all he has produced in the last decade a
whole set of outsbnding players, namely grandmasters Oleg
Romanishin, Alexander Belyavsky, losif Dorfman, Adrian Mikhal-
chishin, Martha Litinskaya and many other young masters. What
are his methods, what does he concentrate on?

His answer: 'The main feature of our work is verv likelv the
development of character and love of hard work. Only strong
characters are capable of producing top competitive resultsl
Confirmation of this is seen in the attitude of tough competition
between the two most talented pupils of his Oleg Romanishin and
Sasha Belyavsky. When the slightly younger Oleg gained the
master tiile his achievement was soon matched by the then
fourteen year old Belyavsky. Later on the same pattern was
followed, as the h,vo vied for various titles and too olaces ln
tournaments. Yet the spirit of competition between them did not
prevent them remaining friends and working on chess together.
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This creative competition between themselves is a marked feature
of all Kart's PuPils.

Junior colleague Dvoretsky has drawn attention to Kart's success
in developing the best sides to his pupils despite their different
nersonalities and styles of play.' 

I can confirm this and must express my admiration for the spirit
of friendship, understanding and mutual respect which applies in
this famous collective. When talking to Kari's pupils I am invariably
struck by the feeling of love, clearly mutual, which is so noticeable
among them with regard to their coach.

Let us now examine some of the better known of Kart's pupils,
who in recent years have joined the ranks of the strongest
grandmasters in the world.

Alexander Belyavsky
Young Sasha feels that he was lucky in his childhood since he

was only eight in 1961 when he learned how to play chess and
joined the chess circle in the Lvov Palace of Pioneers run by
V.L.Kart. The youngster's chess abilities were soon developed and
the typical spirit of competition in the circle led to considerable
success in events at city and republic level..

Later on he beca me a pupil at the Number 2 Specialist School
where Kart was on the staff, and then he started scoring successes
at national level.

ln 1973 Sasha Belyavsky became World Junior Champion at
Teesside, England, a great achievement which normally presages
entrv to the too circle of international tournaments. Sasha soon
confirmed his reputation as an outsbnding talent by sharing first
place in the 1974 Soviet Championship with Tal so winning the
grandmaster title.

His successes since then have been numerous and can be
attributed first of all to hls native talent and his scrupulous hard
work at chess. He knows that to last out a tournament which might
last getting on for a month you have to have good health and
strong nerves. That is why his daily routine includes skiing in winter
and tennis or swimming in summer. lt is no coincidence that he
graduated from the Lvov lnstitute of Physical Culture.

Possibly his studies in higher education put a brake on his
advancement as a plaver since from 1974 he has had his ups and
downs. This decline has recently been halted and he has some
recent successes which can onlv be called record-breaking such as
the perfect sccre of 13 points out of 13 at the 1978 Alicante
tournament in Soain, five clear points ahead of the next player!

'franslator's Note Lvov s the largest c ty tn the Westerrr Ukra ne (formerly part of
Po and).
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Belyavsky spends a great deal of time on private study, so it wrll
be interesting to hear his opinion about this aspect of chess
training, especially as it is a weak point in many of the world's
juniors and younger players.

He has exoressed his opinion thus: 'The difference between
working at chess in the quiet of your study and during an actual
game is very significant. lt is hardly ever the case that you wrll
achieve the level of concentration at home that applies during a
game. This is because of the absence of the powerful stimulus
supplied by the playing factor. As a result the great advantage of
home study - the availability of a lot of time - is largely nullified. In
any event, whether it is a question of an actual game or home
analysis, it is not useful to work at it more than five to six hours a
day. After that the productivity of extra time put in is too low. Also
what might take you a day in a tournament to work out takes two
or three days at home:

This comment is very interesting. Let us develop this line of
thought further. Has the reader, I wcnder, ever had to play games
in the absence of an opponent, that is play against himself, making
moves f irst for White and then for Black? Circumstances have been
such that I have often found this the only method of training that I
could use. How did it work out? No matter how I tried to be
objective and forced myself to think as much for one side as for the
other I could not easily maintain the right sort of attitude.

Belvavskv has a comment on this too: 'The absence of a'rejoinder'from an opponent often leads you into assuming things
over the best move in home analysrs. A chess player is hardly ever
impartial. Even in analysis he is trying to find a win for White or a
draw for Black. In the course of analysis his sympathies for one side
may change, but will not disappear - impartiality is foreign to
research.

There is a great deal of interest in these comments and they
reveal Belyavsky's common sense. yet he seems to miss the most
important point. No matter how you try in joint analysis with a
favoured help€r or experienced coach you will always see more and
figure things out better on your own, than with the best helpers.
There are many reasons for this, the greater concentration of
thought by an individual, the nature of thought and perception in
the human brain. Then there is the factor of resoonsibilitv. How
many erroTs have occurred in the analysis of adjourned games,
even at the highest level, because the analyst has assumed that if
there was anlthing special in a gjven position it would be spotted by
his collaborator. By resting your faith in a collaborator you reduce
the efficiency of your own work, and you fail to realise the simple
fact that he is making the same assumption about you, is relying on
vou in the same facile wav.

Abxander Belyavsky l05

I ah^/ays like to quote this example:- in 1967 at the Palma de
Majorca tournament three of us, Botvinnik, Smyslov and l, always
analysed the adjourned game together, during the ninety minute
break. Or rather that is how the first hour was spent Then
Botvinnik would ask us to leave him and in the half hour remaining
before resumption of play he would complete the analysis himself .
How different at times were the lines he went into by comparlson
with what the three of us had worked out!

Belyavsky does not get discouraged by the fact that his analysis
is not always accurate and that hts tournament results are not as
oood as he would wish. His consolation is the comment that even
Botvinnik once said that he learned how to do proper research
work in chess only when he had reached the age of about thirty So
Belyavsky at the age of twenty-six still has some time to go

As to style of play Belyavsky is probably more universal in his
aporoach than his other colleagues. He knows how to conduct a
fierce attack on the king without counting the cost in sacrificed
material, then next game he can put up a stubborn defence, then
again, as in the game quoted below, he can show great mastery in
weaving tricky patterns in a tricky endgame.

Belpvsky-Makary chev USSR Super League 1979
Oueen's lndran Defence

1 d4 Af6 2 c4 e6 3 93 Ab4+ 4 i.}'d2 c5 5 a4 Sxd2+ 6
gxd2 cd 7 Afs b5

This striving for originality in the finai analysis brings Black some
t roub le .7  . .  d5wass imP le r .

8 cb Sb7 9 $xd4 $a5+ 10 gb4!
An original and accurate decision. Black will have to make

considerable efforts to recover the pawn in the ending and in the
interim White can consolidate certain positional advantages

10 .  .  .  grxb4+ 11 ab a6 12 ba Nxa6 13 Ad2 Ae4 14 b5
Ac7 15 E xa8+ $xa8 16 Ab4 A xbs 17 Ag2 4)gs

Black hurries to exchange one of White's bishops but thereby
loses time. He could get better defensive chances by 17 : d6 1B
A d 2 f 5  1 9 l x e 4 f x e 4  2 C & d 2 & d 7 ,  o r  1 8 @ d 7  1 9  [ a 1 f 5
and then 20 trc8.

18 Ah4 j\xs2 19 lxg2 Ne4 20 f3 lif6 21 &d2 dG 22
tra1 €d7 23 Ae3 Eb8 24 €d3

Whiie's positional advantage is insignificant, so it is all the more
surprising to see the ease with which Belyavsky duly exploits this
minimal plus.

2 4  . . .  A g 8
Hoping to drive the bishop from its strong position by he7-c6.
25 q;4 r^e7 26 Hd1 f6 27 e4 d5 28 1-le3 Nc6 29 Scs d4
A double-edqed move. lt looks sounder to exchange on e4
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30 6c4 e5 31 f4 $e6 32 tral Ac7 33 Ad6 Eb3+ 34 €c2
Hb7 35 tra4 s5 36 fs fg

OIeg Romanishin 1O7

chess.
We will not go through his tournament performanc€s - they are

,-- oreat euei thouoh-his supporters were gravely disappointed at
t'ir ?ulrrr" in the 1979 Soviet Zonal tournament. He really should
i.iar,e got into the Candidates by now. However he is sure to have

miny"au"""ta"a in the future, and his fans are confident that what

iiii 'ult"vt delighted them most of all, his creative play, will

contlnue.' 
i thought a lot about which of his games to present to readers,

and then-decided simply to ask him what was his favourite game- 
J nominated his game against Petrosian at the Yerevan, 1975,

Soviet Championship thdt we have already mentioned

Romanishin-Petrosian Oueen's lndian Defence
1 c4 Nf6 2lc3 e6 3 a]f3 b6 4 e4 Ab7 5 Ad3
Not a iew id&, but very effective in this particular position The

Olsnop *iff go later to c2 frbm where it willassist in developing a S-
side attack.-  

S . . .  Ue 6 $c2 c5 7 d4 ed8 Sxd4 Se7 9 O'O O-O 10 b3

6c6 1 1 Ab2 a6 1 2 €hl Bc7 13 f4 flad8.-On 
thi-face of it White'tmoves just look hke straightforward

developing moves of the sort necessary to get his.piece:.oyt lrom
their initiai squares, yet this apparent simplicity hides a tricky rdea
ihe unexpecied nature of his combinative buildups is one of the
marked features of Romanishin's style.

14 trcl *b8 14 trf3 g6
BbcT haslut his strongest piece on the edge of the board at bB

where it is unable to helpin the action which is about to take place
on the €-side. This fictor induces Romanishin to decide on
extreme measures in his S-side pressure

16 Ads! ed 17 ed
As F'omanishin himseli admitted this move is witness to a

morieniof weakness. In his opinion a second knight sacrif ice 17

Af5l would be a quicker way of achieving his aim Thus after '17
-  "q t  

t eed  t r t eg  rg  Hsg*  € f ' s  20dCJL>  c6  21 - l - f 5  Hg8
22 *ths Wh]ie would have a winn'rg attack so the knrght

7 1 z?,x % ''/2t
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7l:,. 'fu

%
37 b4l
White has rnsidiously prepared this torceful adrance of hrs

passed pawn and now he forces the decision in just a few moves.
3 7 . . . h 5 3 8 € ) b 3 d 3
The threat of 39 $Xc7 ExcT 40 fla6 followed by a swrft

push of the b-pawn cannot be met. Black decides to try and distract
the opponent from this by a pawn offer.

39 SxcT fl xs7 40 $c3
Obviously this is srmpler than 40 HaG d2.
40 . . .  4d441 €,xd3 Af3 42b5 1-O
Analysis during the adjournment indicated that it was hopeless to

DIav on.

Oleg Romanishin
A really embarrassing state of affairs occurred at the sbrt of the

USSR Super League, 1975, in Yerevan. A 23 year old master from
Lvov scored seven wins against famous players. This master was
Oleg Romanishin the European Junior Champion of 1973, and the
list of his victims is as follows - Petrosian, Furman, Polugayevsky,
Balashov, Geller, Alburt a nd Klovan. Not just the wins were striking,
but the manner of their achievement brought repeated bursts of
applause from the a udience.

Romanishin was to give his own reaction later: A win gives one a
feeling of self-affirmation, and success - a feeling of self-expression,
but only a sensible harmonisation between these urges can bring
really great achievements in chessl

He has not always managed to score victories. His style tends
towards the combinational and tact'cal, and it is welfknown that
this preference does not always result in first prizes in tournaments.
So we must concede that he has his ups and downs, greater than in
many contemporary leading players, but his style of play and the
content which he puts into every move has gained the admiration
of fans around the world. He has that rich gift of fantasy that
enables him to discover fascinating new possibilities in the depths of
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could not be captured. Possibly Black would still have some
chances by 'muddying the waters' in the variation 17 aI5 dxe4
18 f ixeT+ AxeT 19 g/d4 d5 20 grxf6 d4 etc.

17 . .  .  Axd4 18 \9xd4 trde8 19 f5!
The only way. 19 94 would bare his own king too much and

Black could then play 19 .  .  .  $aB 20 95 QxdS+ 21 cd gxds+
with unclear conseouences.

19 . . . Ad8 20 Sh4 Ees
It is hard to break through against such a defender as Petrosian.

By blocking the main diagonal Black can start looking forward
conf idently.

21 th6 8c7?'Even the wisest can make mistakes!' That defensive specialist
Petrosian slips up here. The correct move 21 . . . fl94 would give
White a lot to think about, especially if he wa nted to avoid the draw
by repetition 229f4 aI6 23 th6 Ag . After the text the attack
breaks through.

22 fls3 ScB
Black has not only to defend the point 97, but h7 as well, and the

choice of defensive moves demands great accuracy. Fhus 22 .
Ae8 would lose at once after 23 Ef 1 Af6 24 tr 3.

23 Qxe5 de24ls fxs6 25 $xg6 lg4
This clever attempt will not help as the knight rs too vulnerable on

the open file.
26 Ahs Ht6 27 Wd2 trf4 28 d6!
Showing that White has yei another attacking resource in hrs

formidable passed d-pawn. White's mastery enabled him to foresee
such resources which change the direction of the attack.

2 4 . . . * s 7 2 9 d 7 A : b 7
Or  29  .  AxdT  30  Qxga  , { xg4  31  Hxg4  gxg4  32

fld 1 winning a piece, while White also wins after 29 . . WxdT
30 g/xd7 AxdT 31 $xs4 fixs4 32 Ed1 Ah4 33 trxd7
$xg3 3a hs f l xs3 35 trd6.

30 g'xf4 1-O (30 ef
simple win).

31 qxg4 Ag5 32  Ed1 is  a

losif Dorfman
What can you say about the play of grandmaster losif Dorfman

was a question I once put to my friend Salo Flohr. His answer was
that this was an interesting, tough player, who had somehow
recently tallen back. He had shared the gold medal of Soviet
Champion and then begun to play unconvincingly.

Well such things do happen from time to time with younger
players (and with older ones too, the reader may add). One can only
hope that this talented pupil of Kart will be able to overcome the
temporary crisis and will regain his best form. Evidence of his

Iosif Dodman l Og

by the followirrg game, Dodman-Chekhov,abilities is Provided
Minsk,  1976.

73

White exploits his advantages with a series ot simple clear moves.
17 b4! gfdg 18 c5l $e6
Or '18 . . . dc 19 bc and the knight gets an excellent outpost on

b6 hemminq in the enemy rook.
19 Af4 Ac4 2O Ecl Axa2 21 Sa4 e5 22 .gxa2 el 23

Hfdl  !
Achreving an ideally harmonious layout of pieces. Black's forces

are solit and cannot cope with the pressure
23 . . . lg 24 hg d5 25 sxds! 5rg5 26 =.c4!
Another excellent manoeuvre transferring this piece to the f-file

as part of a massed attack on f7-- 
56-. . . H.ie'zz nAg.t za

Ec8 31 c6 bc 32 bc [c7 33
gxaS!

74 E  t t'Ut"%z.t
'HA7z, %
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trd3 a5 29 trd{3 ad8 30 b5
H,c4 Se5 34 ficS E/d6 35

A final sacrificial operation based otr accurate calculation
35 . . . ab7 36 ib tr xc5 37 AxfT+ ! €g7 38 gra1 + g'es

39 SXe5 trxe5 4O AdS!
Alittle trick based on line-closing (to rule out Eb5).
40 . . .  t rb841 tr f7+ €lhg 42e4 Hee843 Ss2 1-O

Adrian Mikhalchishin
Yet another Kart pupil, Mikhalchishin' has like Dorfman mixed

good results with failures. One must wish him success in his effons
to reduce his variability.

His capabilities are shown by thls game against Timoshchenko tn
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the 1978 Top League at Tbilisi.

75

White's dangerous passed pawn gives the chance to have the
initiative for a long time, and he makes accurate use of this

21 dO Ecg 2. adb Hc2 122 . . . Ec4 was better\ ?3 6)e7 +
€hB 24 8e4 trc4

24 ..  f lxa2 would lose quickly - 25 6gb i5 26 AS6+
€98 27 8e6+.- 

2s g'xoz g'd7 26 g,xd7 AxdT 27 Htel trcS 28 6d4
AfO 29 Ab3 trc230 Ad5 Axds 31 Exds EXa2-- 

This haste to re-establish materral equality is fatal. 31 h4
leaves better defensive chances.

32 Acs Ag4 33 d7
Thislormidable pawn which has served as the basis of White's

manoeuvres now becomes unstoppaDle.
33 . . . tre2 34 fl xe2 Sxe2 35 Ab7 h4 36 sh 4xh4 37

d8g/ axdS 38 AidS €lg7 39 Ac6 a6 40 bd4 Qc4 41 flcS
A€ 42 Hc3 -tg6 zl(t 6c6 Ae8 zl4 [a3 fle1 + 45 €lh2 Ee2
46€93 flc2 47 6e5 AfS 48 E xa6 and \y'Vhite won.

Marta Litinskaya
Many countries have had the opportunity of seeing this lady pupil

of Kart in action. She has won a number of titles, but ot late we
have rarely seen her name at the very head of the tournament table.
She had seemed to have missed out on the chance of qualifying
for the women's Candidate Matches after her fourth place in the
1979 Interzonal in Alicante, but took the chance of coming in as
reserve when one of the original qualifiers withdrew, and she won a
dramatic match against the West German Giselle Fischdick after
being 3-O down!

Such fighting spirit is perhaps a sign that she is overcoming the
crisis and starting to play at her old strength.

Her tactical awaTeness is seen in thrs game, Lysenko- Litinskaya,
from the 1979 USSR Zonal tournament.

Here grandmaster Litinskaya {the grandmaster title for women
players was introduced by FIDE in 1976) carried out a mating
attack.

26 . . .  Hxa2l27 c3
Acceptance of the rook sacrifice leads lo 27 @xa2 $aB+ 28

€b 1 Ac3+ 29 bxc3 SXc3 and mate on a 1. The text is no better
since Black's next move blocks the exit of the white king from the
first rank and then doubling rooks on the a-file decides.

27 . . . b3t 18 Qxcs lxcs 29 A1d2 Ad3 O-1
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excellent understanding of position, all reinforced by tactical
inventiveness. This is confirmed in the examples we now gtve from
their games.

11 Karseladze's Chess School

We have already mentioned the remarkable nature of the Kart
school in that a player without even the master title developed a
whole series of grandmasters. No less surprising is the other chess
school which we now deal with, this tme in Georgia. This is the
school of V. Karseladze.

We must be honest and say that the Caucasian republic has not
yet produced a single player of world class, though they have well-
known grandmasters in T.Georgadze, B.Gurgenidze and E.Gufeld
{who learned his chess in the Ukraine).

Yet in the ranks of the players of the Georgian Chess Federation
we find many of the best players in the world amongst women, and
the women's world title has been held for almost two decades by a
Georgian. ln 1962 the famous Nona Gaprindashvili won the world
title. As yet she is the only player to hold the grandmaster title both
for play against men and against women. Recently she has not had
an easy time of it amongst women and her challengers for the
world title have been her fellow Georgians. In 1975 she beat off the
challenge of Nana Alexandria, but three years later she had to
surrender the title to the then sixteen vear old Mava Chiburdanidze.

What lies in the future? The present champion is Chiburdanidze
while her eight challengers in the 1980 series of knock-out matches
include no less than four representatjves of Georgia - the
legendary Gaprrndashvili, Nana Ale>endria and the young players
Nana loselani and Nini Gurieli, all four of them grandmasters!

How can one explain this flowering of female talent in the
Caucasus republic, and the uneven development as regards men
and women olavers there? There seem to be two reasons - the
active and dedicated work of the late Vakhtang Karseladze who
brought on Nona Gaprindashvili and then the example of the world
champion herself on the next generation. She is \€ry popular In
her native Iand, and it is no surprise that from their earliest years
Georgian girls try to follow her example.

Connoisseurs note the special features of the style of the
Georgian lady players - the depth of their strategic concepts, therr

This is Gaprindashvili-Chiburda nidze, 4th match game, 1978
Teenager Maya (Black) plays an interesting pawn sacrifice to exploit
White'! poor piece placement and the weakness of the central
sq ua res.

20 . . . Ab4l21 Axb4 cb 22 Efel
Refusal of the sacrifice makes White's position even weaker'

White should accept even though she would still stand worse in
that event.

2 2  . . .  A d T l
An excellent manoeuvTe, bringing the knight to c5 from where tt

will exert great pressure on White's centre.
23 $c2 lcS 24 b3 a6!
A frJsh strategical manoeuvre which is now decisive By driving

the white knight f rom its strong position Chiburdanidze brings total
disorder to White's ra nks.

25 Ac3 b5 26 at]' ab 27 $1e3 Q1a41
Simple and convincing. Black wins the exchange, whereas the

obvious 27 tlxd3i would give White counter-plaY atter 28
H Xd3.- 

2a $la2 €lc3 29 gas axd 1 30 H xd 1 glb3 31 gt)<bs
Hca 3, glb7 Ecxd3 33 H xd3 tr xd3 34 Ads tr xf3 o-1

Nona Gaprindashvili
The 11th game of the same match saw Nona take her revenge

with a fine alrack. (78)
26 ... b4 (with the [hrcat 27 Ac3+)27 $a1 flcs-!-
This rs a lresh ptece o[ cunntng. There is the prettv ma !e 2q.

Ac3 29 bc bc 30 f lb 1 $xa2+ |  31 € xa2 Eas in , the ot trng
tfrhit" onc" again fin-ds a iemporary defence but the full extent of
the unpleasantness threatened cannot be avoided.

28 Ebl 6b6 29 Sg3 EbcS 30 fibd1 lc4 31 f4
This allows a simple if elegant tactical stroke, but other moves

would not save White eithei. Thus 31 $f4 is met by 3 1
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Axb2t 32 gxb2 ga3+ 33 gb1 tras 34 gfd6 gxa2+ 3b
€c 1 trds! 36 tr xds ed 37 Sf 5 b3 and Black wins.

31 .. .  ad2! 32Hxd2b3! 3:tg'xb3€lxd2
- Black's materral advanbge combrned with a never ending series

of threats soon force White to surrender.
34 f5€ 'd4 l  35  f ie1  f le536Sf3 t rxc2 !  37Axc2Exe1+

384b1 gd l  39  g /xd1 EXdl  40 fe fe  O-1

Nana Alexandria
The charming Nana has already tried once, though unsucessfu|y,

to unseat Nona on the chess throne. Her talent and caoacitv for
hard work gi\€ grounds for hoping that she will score btg successes
in the f uture and e\€n get to a world title mabh again. Her tactcal
po\ /ers are seen in this game against Mnogina in the 1g7g USSB
Championshio at  Tbi l is i .

1 7 4 Ka rsebdze's Chess khool Nana Alexandria 115

olayer showed in ihts game a rare gift of imagination based on
Lxact analysis and a rare understanding of positon.- 'zs 

o.  u lzs ae3 Sxe3 2TfeSgt zeaxn &xy ?9_2
dr30 e trd8 31 €e3 Ac4 32 Ehdl €/f6 33 a3 sb3 34

E f l +  € e 6 3 5 a 5 c 2 G 1

Nana loselani
This young girl's career is only just starting, but she already has

sionificant sJc6esses to her credit ln particular her result in the
1579 Women's Interzonal put her in the last eight to contest the
Candidate Matches.

Here is the final part o{ her game against L.Zaitseva in the 1979
international tournament in Moscow.

White carries out a decisive push on the €-side
17 h5 sh 18 6xh5 6g7 19 Af4 c5 2O c3 cd 21 cd abA 22

Af3 6c6 23 Ah4 Ad7 24€�h2-To 
transfer the rook to the important h-file

24 ... gfc8 25 Ehl Ae8 26 Af3 Be7 27 &g2 gb4 28
4le2 4\a5 29 a3 *e7-After 

29 gtb3 30 grd2 the Black €-side is indefensible
30 gd2 lxb3 31 gxh6 }xal 3? Ax!91
A {ine combination - 32 ef 33 Axds+ Af7 34 g'h8

mate, or 32 . . Axfs 33 gh8+ $f7 34 ShS mate'
32 . . . CdB 33 gthT+ &f7 34 $h5 mate'

Nino Gurieli
The play of this young girl is marked by quite mature technlque

combined with tactical inventiveness. This is shown In her game

aoainst t|'l.Ga rcla in the '1979 Alica nte international tou rnamenl' (81 )""Whit" 
-ir.", convincing use of her positional advantage on the

{9-side which the bishop at 97 cannot in{luence' iqiqt 
AeE 15 Hfdi trfue 16 assl axss 17 Qxssf6 18

Ae3 b6 19 AxcT E(ac8 20 )d5 ic6*Black 
woutd lose qurcklv aftef2O 5"65 21 Hxds Hxc2

22 flad1 Ec7 23 Af 1 and Black can resign'- 
2TA a?5 zz ffxosl ab 23 Axb6 6c6 24 Axd8 trxd8

80

79

- Alexahdria (Black) now made the interesting piece offer 1g . . .
Ad4! 19 cd ed 20 Ah6+ gh8 21 QefS 

-

It becomes clear that other moves aTe worse. Thus 21 irdl is
met by 21 . . . €g7 22 gg4 fltea 23 €if I hS and White rs in a
bad way.

21 . . . d3 22 Af3 b4 23 pxbT c3!!
A marvellous position. White's pieces are unable to counter tne

aggressive spirit of the enemy foot soldiers.
24 AxaS E xa8
Not only does the extra rook not offer White winninq chances rn

fact there is no way for White to save this position. T6e Georoian
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25b41
The connected passed pawns just roll forward unimpeded.
25 . . . €gg 26 a5 Q)a7 27 Afl €tr/ 28 tr<15 €e8
The king hurries over trying to help form a blockade, but this

cannot be achieved.
29 tradl Afg 30 b5 pe7 31 b6 Ac6 32 Abs Abg 33

ExdT  1 -0
White f in ishes of f  e legant ly.  meet ing 33 . . .  lXdT by 34

E  xd7  E  xd7  35  a6 .

12 Without a School

We have described the play of the'graduates'of the three main
Soviet schools. Yet we have two other srgnificant schools which are
remarkable by way of the f6me of their heads. Some years ago the
students'sports association Burevestnik organised a school under
the direction of ex-world champion Vasily Smyslov and a similar
school for young tilents has been created for Sparbk headed by
another ex-champion Tigran Petrosian. Both schools work on the
same sort of basis as the Botuinnik school, but whether this system
will suit them and what sort of 'product'we shall have from their
endeavours only time will show. As yet their activity has not been
going on long enough tor us to judge them.

However the obvious desire of our leading figures to pass on
therr knowledge to the younger generation is there. In this respect
Petrosian's comments are worth quoting: 'l consider that in chess it
is possible to learn eveMhing. That is what I belie\€ and in my heart
of hearts I cherish the dream that some day I will come across a
pupil to whom I can pass on all that I know, all that I learned by dint
of hard search after truth. I hope to bring on such a youngster who
could work lointly with me in various researches and who could
then try these out in actual play. Yet though I have not yet come
across such a player I am still living in hope and like the work with
youngsters. The school has been working for almost three years
and there are some successes. Borva Kantser from Frunze has
become USSR J unior Champion, while two lads, Kuporosov and
Novikov, have reached the master norm:

We can only wish our veterans good luck in the passing on of
their immense experience to the young thereby making a serious
contribution to the further development and popularisation of the
game.

Obviously studies under such conditions are a serious way of
aiming for the top, but there are some of our players who have
managed without long formal schooling and still scored top-class
results. We devote the remaining part of the book to some of these
independent talents who have done it all on their own, or had only
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short contact with teachers who are not well known.
In this respect pride of place should probably go to the verv

talented girl from Leningrad who has three times been Sovtet
Ladies'Champion.

lrina Levitina
What seemed the key game, against world title holder Maya

Chiburdanidze, was lost by lrina in annoying circumsbnces, by a
mistake in the adjourned session in what was a comparatively
simple position. Then came a 'reaction'* six wins in a row, and not
against weak players either. This was the 1979 USSR Championship
at Tbilisi, and brought Levitina her third gold medal as USSB
Champion. a remarkable achievement at the age of only twenty
five. The firstwin came in 197'1, the second in 1978. There seems
little doubt that we shall see her amongst the challengers one day
for the world crown.

Her style of play is marked by imagination, bold energetic
approach and combinational inventiveness. These natural qualities
were partly developed by her long association with mentor Pavel
Kondratyev. To see them examine a position together tn total
harmony is to realise what a future lies before her.

The best side of her fighting qualities is seen in this game against
Larisa Muchnik in the 1979 Soviet Chamoionshio.

To start with an energetic blow against the enemy $-side.
19 Afs!  AXfs
Obviously for the pawn to take would lose at once to 20 8g5+
20 et Q1d7 21 h4b4z2h5!
White's push cannot be held and Black has to open lines on the

S-side.
22 .  . .  9h23l6l
And now the Lopez bishop at c2 is opened up.
23 .. . Axf6 24 6:g5 Afg 25 Axfs gxfS 26 axhT+(&e7 27 Axf6 €xf6 28 gh6+ @e7 29 8g5+ €f8 30 Afs

flb8 31 flacI b3 32 ab Axb3 33 Hcdl I
White stations her rooks in line with the enemv kino which must

brinq benefits sooner or later.

lrina Levitina 1 19

33 . . . Ac5 34 Sh6+ Se7 35 fl xe5+ Ae6 36 E xe6+ fe
37 grxe6+ €fB 38 grf6+ €g8 39 Ed3 1-o

One might mention various other well-known chess names who
are not a-ssociated with any school. The Yerevan grandmaster
Hafael Vaganyan is one example and we have seen what he is
capable o1 in the fine combination against Reshevsky (see
"'"r1r"o 

ol-u"rr associated with the urals and Siberia are grand-
masters Viialy Tseshkovsky (who shared first place in the Soviet
Chamoionship of 1978 with Mikhail Tal and just failed to get to the
Candidates in the Manila lnterzonal of 1976) and Yevgeny
Sveshnikov. The aggressive play of both men has won them many
suDDorters.

Vitaly Tseshkovsky

This is Tseshkovskv-Belyavsky from the 1978 First League of the
Soviet Championship. The grandmaster from Omsk conducted a
difficult attack on the $-side with real flair'

22 ab ab 23 EaOl trbg 24 flae1 Af6 25 EaSl HcbT 26
Y.1a7 |

A curious position. Black will find it hard to hit upon the right
decision here. 26 . fxaT allows 27 trXb8+ and 28 $xbS'

26 . . . Hea27 H xb7 gxbT 28 Ea5 e4 29 gd1 gxds 30

AxbS Edg 31 ele2 \dte6 32 c4! d5 33 cd eieSl 34 g3
Anticipating the threatened 34 f4.
34 . . . ;dl-6 35 we3! {+xdsl 36 ic3 wd1 + 37 €9214 38

gt thS S5-r;Lc4+ 8,fg 40 ies brf3+ 41 urxf3 ef + 42EYt3
Axb4 rFl Ea7 Ae7 44 €S4*AlthoughThe 

p-oiition has 6ecome much simplified White still has
formidable pressure.

4a .. . tbe8 45 fla6 Ed2 45 f5! Af6+ 47 €{3! Ad7 48

Ea8+ JdS 49 ic7 .if6 50;b5+ &f7 51 ;f4!* 
Whitfrxoloits lhe actiuiv of his bishops to the maximum Black

has a onm poslflon.
51 :. . Ad4 52 sa7'r E)f8 53 ie3 1 '0
The finai-blow comes f rom this brshop (53 Ed 1 54 Ah6+
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€g8 55 Ac4+, and if 55 . . . €hB then 56 l\g7 mate).

Yevgeny Sveshnikov
Grandmaster Yevgeny Sveshnikov from Chelyabinsk, alas. has

combined periods of great success with avvful tailures, yet thrs
cheerful young man never loses heart. You will often hear him
criticising his own play and himself. This is a good sign as self-
criticism is the necessary preliminary to putting matters right

What he is capable of at his best is shown in this game from the
Top League, 1978, at Ashkhabad.

White starts a big push on the €-side.
17 s4! $a6 ld trf2 {5 19 sf EXfs 20 h4! af8 21 ah3

Qc8! 22 le2!
A correct decision not to take the exchange as then Black's

white-square bishop would become too strong.
22 . . . trhs 23W1 e624 Eh2! Aa6 25 9f2 €'e7 26 6)g3

Eh6 27 fsl
An excellent breakthrough.

pieces to get at the enemy
quickly.

27  . . .  e t  28  Sx f5 !  g f  29 axh6 axh6 30 axfs 31

Sergei MakarYchev-Jhe 
ability of the Moscow grandmaster to conduct a systematlc

p";it;;;vi;";;,wnicrrrscliarlcie;i:tic?i,hls^:b/,letls"s^?el[:ls
;;;;';:is;;;hnikov in the 1978 Super Leasue at Ashkhabad

2ob41521 6:;b6Ea7 22'grc2t329 AIts d5! 24 gh3! de
25Axe4 Ad4Z5 Axd4gxd4 27 Ads!--ffiuof.r 

*"t a com6iicated hove this tactical stroke was haid to

85

84

Lines are opened to enable the whtte
king and this decides matters pretty

foresee.
27 . . . Axds 28 Eadl Exb4
Black would do better oY zd . Axs2 29 gbq+ Ad5 30

,\ x d5 *q4 + 3 1 €2h 1 €lh8 with some hope oT survrvrng - .-ld"ni"as*ez3o gTat wrz31 we3 '�e732\e2ten33
s-x".e=ia-iaGia "s-se g-e2 iix;8 36 EXds+ {ep 37
F x"8-r gxeS 38 t7c4+ €h8 39 €fl ue7 40 Eic6+ r-u

Tomaz Georqadze- -tn 
frl voutfiCeorqadze studled under his welf known countryman

v.i".."riJi", oui tit"r. on worked entirely on his own He is an

;;;;;'i. il'fer1'nougn he gives an outward appearance of calm A

very ingenious playei one bf whose most orlginal g-ames is that

aoainst"V. t<upreicl-rik the earlY leader in the 1979 Soviet Super

Es2+ €F/
The king has no option but to come out into the open. lf 31

€hB then 32 Axh6 g'xh6 33 lg5! wins.
32 Ag5+ $xss 33 trxgs Og6 34 h5 Ae8
Reconiiling himself to the inevitable (34 Ne7 35 Ad6+, 34

. .  AfB 35 Ag7+ winning the queen).
35 hg hg 36 g'h4! AfG 37 th6! Ae4 38 th7+ 1-O
We conclude our 'portrait gallery' of modern Soviet players with

game extracts by two other grandmasters who shared 5-7th places
in the last Soviet Super League (December, 1979) lust before
going to Hastings for the Premier. Both of them are'self-taught' irr
the iense that though their early efforts were encouraged by
teachers their more recent climb to the top is the result of individual
effort.

League at Minsk.

86

White has given up the exchange bilt now makes a surprlslng

breakthrouqh in the centre" 
A;i;i #5ias ac za bch425t4t er 26 ar3 g'de 27

Ac4 Ef, 28 leS f xg3 29 Ad4l
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Without a khool

tribute to
helpless in

32 Hxn
axf4 36
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Reference is to page numbers for games and game extracts'

Ka rpov 19. 25, 43. 46,55,87

A marvellous sight, creating a position that rs a
harmonious piece play and centralisation. Black is quite
the face of such a unified host of minor pieces

29 ... Ass 30 AxfT AXfT 31 trxb7 Ass
€xf/ 33 Af4+ €e8 34 $xa4+ gd7 35 Abs
AxdT+ @e7 37 el flc7 38 Sf6+ 1-0.

Akhmilovskaya 99
Alekhine 22. 34, 51 , 52, 59
Ale)6ndriya 1 14
Anikayev 79, 98

Balashov 89
Bel)€vsky 16, 1O5, 119
Boooliubow 60
Boilnnik 20. 45. 48.54,87
Browne 19
Butnorius 96

Capablanca 48
Chekhov 109
Chiburda nid ze 1 13
Dolmatov 98
Dorf man 43, 1O9

Eurue 22

Flltp 42
F urman z I

Gaprindashvi l i  113
baTcE I  rc
Geller 79
Georgadze 121
Grtinfeld 16
b uTre  

 

I  rc

losela ni 1 15
lvkov 78

Kasparov 96
Koltanowski 62
Kotov 2 1
Kupreichik 121

La rsen 8O
Laard 62
LeMtina 1 18
Lilientha | 45
Litinskaya 1 '1O

Lputyen 91
Lutikov 25
Lysenko 110

Makarychev 121
Mieses 60
Mikhalchishin 1 1O
Muchn ik  118

Petrosian 20,7A, 1O7
PetroVch 99
Platov 62
Polugalevsky 16. 80

Razurayev 9'1
Reshevsky 29
Reti 34
Romanishin 55, 89, 107
Rubinstein 6'1

Sokolsky 54
S\r'esnnlKov tzv, tz I
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Tal 42, 48, 48.77, 33
Ta rta ko\ ,e r 59
Timoschenko 1 1O
Tseshkovsky 1 19

Un zicker 46

Vagania n 29
Velimirovch 77
Vidmar 51

Yates 61
Yusupov 93
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