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       PREFACE.

       ^ \F  all the iRstitutions of Australia, the Press has exhibited the greatest vitality, exercised the most powerful influence, and illustrated the most decided progression.

       Usually the march of events in our Southern Colonies has been estimated by their increase of population, their growth of revenue, their leap in commerce, their expansion of wealth ; yet there can be no more reliable evidence of development than that afforded by the history of their Press.

       Colonial progress in people and resources has engaged many pens. The complete narrative of Australian newspapers has yet to be written. The author, who had his first personal knowledge of colonial literature in 1841, and has seen there the earliest specimens of the printer's art, desired to lay some foundation stones of the structure that is to declare the glory of the Australian Press. As he has told the tale of primitive settlements and primitive races, he would fain tell something of primitive printers and editors.    Younger men must take up the thread of discourse.

       The crushing in of so many particulars, in a space limited by circumstances, could not fail to involve some sacrifice of rounded periods and polished style, for which the critics* indulgence is sought.

       The honour of the institution of the Press in Australia is claimed by Governor King. His motive for the work is thus described in his dispatch to Lord Hobart, May 9th, 1803 : —

       '* It being desirable that the settlers, and inhabitants at large, should be benefited by useful information being distributed among them, I considered that a weekly publication would greatly facilitate that design ; for which purpose I gave permission to an ingenious man, who manages the Government printing press, to collect materials weekly, which, being inspected by an oflicer, is published in the form of a weekly newspaper, copies of which, as far as they have been published, I have the honour to enclose. And as the motive that has guided me in granting this indulgence to the inhabitants has been for bettering their condition, I promise myself your lordship's approbation. To the list of  toanU  I have added a new fount of letters, which may be procured for eight or ten pounds, sufficient for our purpose, if approved of."

       ^   Though Australia has now political emancipation from the absolute control of a Governor,

       '"   needing from him neither patronage nor favour, the fostering hand of a ruler in its infant days X  should be gratefully acknowledged by colonists at the present time.

       "^"^  The ** Struggles of the Australian Press " are but records of ancient history ; yet the men who - endured much to maintain and carry forward the light of colonial literature are surely entitled to {  respectful memory, if not sympathetic regard.
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       EARLY STRUGGLES OF THE AUSTRALIAN PRESS.

       INTRODUCTIOisT.

       AS an introduction to the "Early Struggles of the Australian Press," some remarks upen the Early Struggles of the Englisn Press may not be out of place, and particularly so when it is remembered that Australia inherited the disabilities not less than the advantages ofl the Mother Cbuntry.

       The  English Mercury  appeared in 1588, the year of the Armada;  News from Spctin„  1611 ;•  Netv^ out of Germany,  1612,  &c.  The  Couranty  w  Weekly News from Foreign Parts,  was printed, 1621» for Nath. Butters; the  Certain Ne^vs of the Present Week, 1622; Weekly Accountylmi; DiumaA of Occurences in Parliament,  1640; the  English Post,  1641;  Irelands True Diurnal,  1641.

       In 1642 appeared  A Perfect Diurnal, Weekly Intelligencer,  and the  Daily Intelligencer of Court, City, and Country,  There were thirty-two papers in 1643; as, the  Mercurius Rusticus,  the Scotch Intelligencer,  the  Scotch Dove,  the  Welch Mercury, Mercurius Camnbro-Britannicus,  &c. The  London Post  came out in 1646. Next year came  Mercurius Diabolicus or HelVs Intelligencer^ In 1648 there were, among many others, the  Parliament Kite or the Tell'tcUe Bird,  the  Parlia-7nenfs Screech Owl,  the  Colchester Spie,  and  Neivsfrom Hell Brought Fresh to Town.

       The  Man in the Moon  and the  Boyal Diurnal  were in 1649; the  Weepers,  and the  Laughing M4Tcury  ;  or True and Perfect News from the Antipodes,  in 1652. In 1657 was the  Puhlick Advertiser  ; in 1650, the  Faithful Scout;  and in 1660, the  Mercurius Caledonius,

       Ballads and poems were forerunners of newspapers. Ben Jonson's play, " The S4aple of NewSy** 1625, has a character crying,—

       " And dish out news, Were*t true or false." FiTT.:   " O Sir I it is the printing we oppose." Cymb.  :   " We'll not forbid that any news be made.

       But that *t be  printed ;  for when news is printed. It leaves. Sir, to be news, while 'tis but written." FiTT.:   " Though it be ne'er so false, it runs news still."

       Elsewhere Ben Jonson speaks of the office ** wherein the Age may see her own folly, or hunger and thirst after published pamphlets of news, set out every Saturday, "but made all at home, and no N    syllable of truth in them."

       The  Liberty of the Press  has been held of supreme importance.   Euripides sang in Greece,—

       This is true liberty, when free-born men, Having to advise the public, may speak free.

       Milton has written: " When complaints are freely heard, deeply considered, and speedily reformed, then is the utmost bound of civil liberty obtained that wise men look for."

       Fox Bourne reminds us that ** until the time of Queen Anne a small sheet, technically known a» a half-sheet, divided into eight (quarto pages, usually in double columns, was as much as a week's supply of news could HU, even with the help of advertisements, and when the first daily paper was. started in 1702, it was printed only on one side of the folio."

       Those early papers were allowed pretty free passage in the early days, and they gave some animation to the parliamentary struggle in the seventeenth century. Though in the contest between the Commons and King Charles some attempted interference took place, newspapers did enjoy a fair measure of freedom until Charles II. placed the fetters on them. May, the great authority on parliamentary usage^emarks,—

       " After the Keformation, the Crown assumed the right which the Church had previously exercised, of prohibiting the printing of all works but such as should be first seen and allowed. Tl\e censorshipt of the Press became part of the prerogative; and printing was further restrained by patents and monopolies. Queen Elizabeth interdicted printing save in London, Oxford, and Cambridge." The printing masters were limited to twenty in number.

       It should be known that Newsletters preceded Newspapers, and continued after the latter arose. The obliging proprietor of the  Flying Post,  1695, suggested : ** If any gentleman has a mind to oblige ^ his country friend or correspondent with this account of public affairs, he may have it for twopence,. of J. Salisbury, at the Kising Sun, in ComhiU, on a sheet of fine paper, half of which, being blank, h& may thereon write his own private business." Dawks'  News Letter,  1606, was in a type to imitate^ writing, leaving a blank space for private letters. Dawks brought out the  Protestant Mercury;  of which he said ; " This paper coming out only on Wednesdays and lYidays, and no other paper coming: out on these days, it is near as much read as all the other tnree papers.'

       The earliest EngUsh country paper was the  Lincoln, Rutland, and Stamford Mercury,  1695. Th© Norwich Post  appeared in 1706; the  Newcastle Courant,  1711;  Liverpool Courant,  1712, having two-advertisements, and announcing the arrival of one ship, with the departure of another;  Manchester-Gazette,  1730;  Leeds Mercury,  1718; York, 1710; Exeter, 1718; Chester, 1721. The  Belfast News Letter-came 1737; Saunders'  News Letter,  1745;  Freeinan's Journal,  1755. The  Scotsman  rose in 1817. Thfe Gentleman's Magazine  dates from 1731.   The  London Gazette,  by authority, began in 1655.

       The Censorship, or restriction upon the Press, was a serious trial to printers. Milton called thes censor or licensee the slayer of " an immortality rather than a life," in his great work the " Areopagi-tica; a Speech for Liberty of Unlicensed Printing." In a letter from Swift to Stella, in 1712, when the; Stamp Act was passed, we read; " Grub Street has but ten days to live; then an Act of Parliament takes place that ruins with taxing every H&If-sheet a halfpenny." In 1789 the stamp was made twov pence, rising higher after.

       Among early English Acts relative to the Press was the one for printers and binders of books^ passed in the twenty-fifth year of Henry VIII. After referring to the Statute of Richard III., permitting foreigners to bring printed and written books to England for sale. King Henry notes-  t&m freat increase of printers Dorn in the country, but complains of foreigners injuring the home trader y their introduction of books into English markets. Henceforth, all such books have their sal* prohibited, under forfeiture of the volumes, and a fine of 6s. 8d. for each book.

       A.

       2        EARLY STRUGGLES OF THE AUSTRALIAN PRESS.

       In 1549, 3 & 4 Edward VI., was passed "An Act for the abolishing and putting away of divers books and images." This was to hinder the re-establishment of the Komish faith, by the sale of " untrue, vain, and superstitious thiins." All such missals, journals, or books used for the service of the Church, other than approved by the Government, were expressly forbidden.

       Acts 1 & 2 Philip and Mary refer chiefly to speaking or writing against the ruling powers. Doin^ this by book, ballad, letter or writing subjected the offender to loss of nis right hand, or a loss of liberty for life on a second offence.

       Elizabeth's Act, 13th year, was against Papal bulls or writings. Act 13 & 14 Charles II., 1662, was more directly against the Press. It was " for preventing the frequent abuses in printing seditious,, treasonable, and unlicensed books and pamphlets, and for regulating printing ai^d printing presses.'^

       The disorders of recent vears had promoted the printing and sale of very objectionable books, pamphlets, and papers. So the Parliament ordered that no one print or sell that opposed to the State, or to the Church of England. No one was to print that which had not been first registered by the Stationers' Company, unless ordered by the King's sign manual, or bv the Secretary of State. All matter must be first lawfully licensed and authorised to be printed. Then follow directions concerning foreign or heretical Dooks, and who may buy and sell books in London and country towns. No English books could be printed or imported from beyond seas. No press or printing house would be allowed but by leave of the Master of the Stationers* Companv. No one was to make a press, and no smith or founder was to cast type, but by consent of that authority, under severe penalties.

       The master printers must not exceed twenty; nor type founders, four. No printer could have more than two presses at work at one time. If the master printer had been an official of the Stationers' Company, he might keep three apprentices.   Only English journeymen were employed."

       The previous Act passed July 14th, 1643, was " for the regulating of printing, and for suppressing the great late abuses and frequent disorders in printing many false, scandalous, seditious, libellous and unlicensed pamphlets, to the great defamation of religion and Government." The foUowinK year the licenser's imprimatur appeared to Milton's  Areapagitica,  The Parliaments of 1643 and 1647 passed press penal laws. . The London judges, in 1680, declared it criminal to publish any public news without the King's license. The Commons refused, in the time of Wilham III., to renew the Licensing Act. May, the authority, assures us that " writers were hired by statesmen to decry the measures and blacken the characters of their rivals."

       A committee of the House, November 27th, 1647, set themselves to discover the authors of Mercurius Pragtnaticus  and  Mercuriua Melancholicus,  " to punish them and the printers and sellers of them." The Censor declared in disgust that many papers bore his name which had never been seen by him. The Licensing Act of May 19th, 1662, was to continue in force till 1679, when a worse tyranny that it had sanctioned was existing. A revision occurred in 1685 and in 1693; but the Commons declined a further renewal.   The penalties were fines, imprisonment, the pillory, and even hanging.

       The first Censor under the Act of Charles the Second was Sir Roger L'Estrange, appointed m 1663 as " Surveyor of the Imprimery and printing presses." His own paper, the  Intdligmicer,  displaced others. It contained two and a half pages of foreign news, one page of advertisements, and half a page devoted to his own project. He styled himself " the sole licensee of all ballads, charts, printed portraitures, printed pictures, books, and papers;" having " power to search and seize unlicensed and treasonable, schismatical and scandalous books and papers."

       That worthy was excessively candid. "His sacred Majesty," said he, "having been lately and graciously pleased to grant and commit the privilege of publishing all intelligence, together with the survey and inspection of the Press, to one and the same person; it may be good discretion, I suppose, for the person so entrusted, to begin (as his first step towards the work) with some considerations and advertisements, by way of preamble and introduction, to the future order and settlement of the whole aff'air. First, as to the point of printed intelligence, I do declare myself, that, supposing the Press in order, the people in their right wits, and news or no news to be the question, a public  Mercury should never have my vote: because I think it makes the multitude too familiar with the actions ana counsels of their superiors, too pragmatical and censoring, and gives them, not only an itch, but a kind of colourable right and license, to be meddling with the Government."

       His views on the printing trade are thus expressed,—

       "A word now to the survey and inspection of the Press. I find it, in general, with the printing, as with their neighbours, there are too many of the trade to live one with another; but more particularly I find them clogged with three sorts of people,—foreigners, persons not free of the trade, and separatists.—I. If any person can give notice, and make proof, of any printing press erected and being in any private place, nole or corner, contrary to the late Act of Parliament for the regulating of printing and printing presses; let nim repair with such notice, and make proof thereof, to the Surveyor of the Press, at his office, at the Gun, in Ivy Lane, and he shall have forty shillings for his

       Sains, with what promise of secrecy himself shall desire. II. If any such person as aforesaid shall iscover to the said Surveyor any seditious or unlawful book to be upon such a private press imprinting, and withal give his aid to the seizing of the copies and the offenders, his reward shall be five pounds. III. For the discovery and proof of anything printing without authority or license, although in any public house, ten shillings. IV. For the discovery and proof of any seditious or unlawful book to be sold or dispensed, by any of the Mercuries or Hawkers, the informer shall have five shilling^."

       It was iust before this that tea was first advertised:—"That excellent and by all physicianii approved China drink, called by the Chineans  tchay  by other nations  tay^  alias  tee^  is sold at the Sultaness' Head Coffee House, London."

       Wilkes, for his number 45 of the  North Briton,  April 23rd, 1763, was charged with libel by Government, fined £1.000, and imprisoned twenty-two months. A mob made a gallows for Lord Bute, and there collected £200 for Wilkes. Junius wrote his celebrated thirty-eight letters in the  PvJblic Advertiser,  17ff7 to 1772. He said : "I am the sole depository of my own secret, and it shall perish with me." Home Tooke, formerly John Home, was in trouble from 1769 to 1785. Another Libel Bill was passed in 1792.

       Pitt, in 1789, raised the stamp duty to twopence, and the advertisement tax to half-a-crown. In 1797 the stamp was threepence ; m 18(w, threepence half-penny. The advertisement tax became 3s. 6d. in 1815. Pitt's Newspaper Act, of April, 1798, infiicted £500 6ne for sending a newspaper to a foreign .. enemy. Between 1808 and 1811 there were forty-two prosecutions. Prudent Coboett wrote to an v American friend, " I do not retire from a contest with the Attomey-G«neral, but from a contest with | a dungeon, deprived of pen, ink, and paper.   I know too well what a trial by a special jury is."

       Of the Six Acts of Castlereagh, in 1814, May tells us:—" The first deprived aefendants, in cases of misdemeanour, of the right of traversing.   By a second, it was proposed to enable the Court, on the

       }.
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       EARLY STRUGGLES OF THE AUSTRALIAN PRESS.

       EARLY   PRESS  STRUGGLES   IN   NEW  SOUTH   WALES.

       Although,  in 1787, the first fleet bound for the Australian shores carried a printing press, with all needful appliances for a printing office, no use was made of this valuable convenience during the government of Captain PmlUp. The reason was sufficiently obvious: there was not an individual in the colony who could make use of the type.

       Among the civil and military officials, no one had assumed, even as an amateur, the  roU  of a

       Srinter. Among the sailors there was the same ignorance of the Black Art. In the early years of few South Wales, no printer had the folly or misfortune to be conveyed thither in penal servitude. It was not until the reign of Captain Hunter, nearly ten years after the foundation of Sydney, that an erring member of an English " chapel" was discovered, and set to work upon the " composing stick."

       His duty was to frame the Government Orders and Proclamations in orthodox type, by which a large and readable number of them could be distributed, to the advantage of many who nad pored in vain over the manuscript information affixed to trees and posts. Yet even Governor Hunter dreamed not of an ordinary Newspaper appearing in the Kangaroo Land. This only made its appearance under the rule of Governor ^ng.

       (C

       THE SYDNEY aAZlCTT£.'*

       The first Paper came out on Saturday, March 6th, 1803, more than fifteen years after the rise of the colony. For a description of that remarkable paper, the reader must pardon citation from the writer's previous colonial publications:—

       " When I saw (in Sydney) the first issue, dated March 5th, 1803,1 could not but regard it as a faitkful historical exponent of the early times. It was very badly printed on four pages of foolscap paper. It bore, at tne top of the first page, its name, the  Sydney Gazette and New South Wales Advertiser^  with a very rude little wood engraving, representing a ship with a Union Jack, and an allegorical female figure seated on the shore. It gave tne date of the commencement of the colony, 1788.   Around the picture these words were written, * Thus we Hope to Prosper.'"

       It was declared to be published by authority, by G«orge Howe. The address of the printing: editor was as follows :—

       " Innumerable as the obstacles were which threatened to oppose our undertaking, yet we are happy to affirm that they were not insurmountable. The utility of a  Paper  in the  Colony,  as it must open a source of solid information, will, we hope, be universally seen and acknowledged.   We have courted

       the assistance of the Ingenious and Intelli^nt We open no channel to political discussior

       or i>eTsonal animadversaon. Information is our only Purpose; that acknowledged, we shall consider that we have done our duty, in an exertion to merit the Approbation of the Public, and to ensure a liberal Patronage to the  Sydney Gazette."

       A 2

      

       ■^

       conviction of a publisher of a seditious libel, to order the seizure of all copies of the libel in his possession, and to punish him on a second conviction, with fine, imprisonment, banishment, or trans  '^ portation. By a third, the newspaper stamp duty was imposed for pamphlets and other papers '   J containing news or observations on public affairs; and recognizances were required from the publishers of newspapers and pamphlets for the payment of any penalty. By a fourth, no meeting of more than fifty peraons was permitted to be held without six days' notice being given by seven house-iiolders to a justice of the peace.-  The others related to arms in possession.

       Publishers were held liable till Lord Campbell's Libel Act of 1843. It was in 1802 that Napcdeon Bonaparte demanded a restriction of the Press liberty in England, as our writers had stung  loim, severely. Lord Hawkesbnry sent back this reply to our Paris agent: **His Majesty neither can nor will, in consequence of any representation or menace from a foreign power, make any concestsdon "which may be m the smallest* degree dangerous to the liberty of the Press."

       The failure of Government to stop Cobbett in 1831 led to freedom. May observes: ** Prosecutions for libel, like the Censorship, have fallen out of our constitutional system. When the Press errs, it is by the Press itself that the errors are left to be corrected."

       In 1833, the advertisement duty was reduced from 3s. 6d. to Is. 6d. The stamp duty was reduced fromfourpenee to one penny. Cobden truly said: "So long as the penny lasts, there can be no daily press for the middle or working class. The Dissenters have no daily organ for the same reason.'* An association for promoting the repeal of all taxes on knowledge arose in 1849.

       An Attempt was made in 1^ to remove the advertisement tax. In 1853 Gladstone opposed its removal, while Cobden, Bright and Disraeli were for the relief. Subsequently^ Gladstone reduced it to sixpence; but before the end of 1853, the tax was no more. The paper duty was reduced in 1836, but not abolished till June 12th, 1861, when the Penny Daily could be issued. The newspaper stajnp duty ceased by law June 15th, 1855.

       A few words may be added as to Press liberty in other lands.

       The United States Constitution of 1776 declared against restriction of the rights of freedom of < speech and of the Press. In 1873, however, the printing of obscene literature was prohibited. In France, the law of 1659 decreed death for printing without authority; and in 1626 the same penalty was inflicted for a book against State or Faith. In 1819, sureties replaced the Censorship. The liberty of the Press was suspended July 1830; and many papers were suppressed by the laws of 1835,1852, 1858, and 1866.   By the law of October 27th, 1870, Press oifences were to be submitted to a jury.

       Germany had its Censor by the Diet of Spires, 1529; butpaper licenses and police supervision, in 1819.   No Censorship now exists there, though the law of 1874 requires the name of the editor to be

       §rinted.   Holland has had a free Press since 1815; Belgium, since 1831;  Sweden, since 1814; and witzerland, from 1848.   Portugal had the freedom closed when the Inquisition arose.

       Austria had severe laws in 1808, when all privateprinting presses were forbidden. Two Censors were appointed in 1810, but this power ceased in 18^. Denmark condemned*the State libeller to prison for life in 1683, but has had no Censor since 1849. The Italian law of 1848 requires the place and name of a-printing office. Press offences are tried by a jury of twelve. Russia's faw of 1863 removed the Censer in St. Petersburg or Moscow, if the publication did not exceed a certain number of pages. The Censor returned in 1881. There are many annoying and destructive regulations effecting news-papers there, and Government forwards secret instructions, when it is thought necessary, or as warnings, to any of the editors.
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       Official advertisements occur upon the first page. One notifies the receiving granaries at Parra-matta and the Hawkesbury. Another is so connected with a bit of colonial history that it may be .•quoted:—

       '" The Governor having permitted Mr. Robert Campbell to land 4,000 gallons of spirits, for the clomestic use of the Inhabitants, from the Castle of Good Hope, it will be divided in the following nroportion% viz.: For the Officers on the Civil Establishment (including Superintendents and Store Keepers), 1,000 gallons; For Naval and Military Commissioned Officers, 1,000 gallons; For the liicensed People, 1,000 ^llons; To be distributed to such Persons as the Governor may think proper ifco^grant Permits to, 1,000 gallons."

       The " Notice to Correspondents " runs thus: " Two Slip Boxes will be put up in the course of the ensuing Week (one in front of the Spring Stores at Sydnev, the other in a Window of the Court House, Parramatta), for the Reception of such Articles of Information as Persons who are possessed of the means may think proper to contribute."

       The arrival of the largest ship yet seen in the harbour, the  Castle of Good Hope^  1,000 tons, is duly chronicle(^. It is added, '* Her passing through Bass's Straits, instead of going round Van Diemen's iLand, considerably shortened her passage, and saved ^nany cows."

       Among items of news, we learn market prices, the account of a fight, an accident, a.wife-selling at Manchester, and of several public executions. The editor had heard that *'Religion is proceeding w^ith a most rapid influence among the first Societies of Paris." Ships were neither fast nor frequent then, as the latest intelligence from England to Sydney, in March, 1803, is the story of a great fire at Woolwich, upon the 20th of May, 1802.

       The printer, Robert Howe, was bom at St. Kitts, in the West Indies, 1770, worked as a printer in London, went to Australia in 1800, and died in Sydney May 11th, 1821. In the obituary notice, it is recorded of his paper, the  Sydney Gazette,  ** which was founded,  pro bono publico,  in adversity, and carried on for the first seven y,ears under that goading penury, from which when nearly spent, it at length emerged by the Providential intervention of His Majesty's present (government." The Government aid alluded to was a salary of £60.

       It may be interesting to collect some opinions and statements respecting this leader of the Australian Press.

       O'Hara, in 1816, left this testimony: '* Besides being in a manner necessary for the promulgation of the Acts of Government, this publication has been found a great source of imormation and rational amusement to the settlers and other inhabitants, having been conducted not only with an attention to good morals, but in many* instances with no small degree of original talent."

       Mr. Bennett, the colonial historian, has said: ** It was a very small journal, printed with worn-out type, on very coarse paper. Being under the strictest censorship, it did not attempt to discuss public matters. Officials of all grades, when mentioned at all, were spoken of in terms of the most' fulsome flattery. The state of Sydney was then so exceptional, tha£ freedom of discussion was, perhaps, not only inexpedient, but impossible. There were but two classes, those who ruled, and those who obeyed."

       The editor of  Howe^s Weekly Commercial Expnress,  May 2nd, 1825, wrote; " We have to express our best acknowledgments to the gentleman who was so kind as to allow us the transient perusal of the first volume of the  Sydney Guzette,  which afforded us considerable interest, as they possess the tendency of assisting new journalists to penetrate into the primitive state of this advancing colony."

       The  New SotUh JValesMagazine  of August, 1833, spoke of it as "a journal which has maintained its ground to the present day. At the outset, and for many ^lears afterwards, the  Cassette  was chiefly occupied with the official orders and notifications of Government. This circumstance at once stamped it with a degree of respectability, and secured for it as wide a circulation as the country could support. But though thus patronised *By Authority,' the ingenious publisher had to contend with many difficulties, and was often driven to straits from which notning but his determined activity and perseverance could possibly have extricated him. A ship or two per annum was the only link which connected the mother country and her distant daughter. Nor was there anything like a regularly established trade or commerce. To none was this poverty-stricken market a cause of greater embarrassment than to our worthy Father of Types. His press, his letters, his ink, his pai>er, and all the appurtenances thereunto belonging, were ever and anon in woeful need of being recruited. But he had nothing but chance, and his own dexterous contrivances, to trust to. Many an anecdote have we heard, from his son and successor, of the predicaments and hairbreadth escapes that long chequered his career, and of the adroitness with which he made the best of such up-and-down circumstances. He struggled bravely with them, and he mastered them. Por eighteen years he continued to tug at the oar, till the last enemy of our race dismissed him from his toils.

       B arton's  Literature in New South Wales,  1866, has this account:—

       " No. 1, Saturday, 5th March. Afterwards on Sundays. In 1825 published twice a week; in 1827, daily, subsequently three times a week; in 1842 it died." He adds, " Difficulties great in early years; little communication with England; paper and ink ran short; paper of all colours used; little original writing. Howe died in 1821, succeeded by son Robert; drownea few yeajrs afterwards. Bev. Balph Mansfield next editor; then Rev. H. Carmichael. Gave offence to proprietors by commenting on officials' salaries^; dismissed; brought action; received £150 damages. Next editor, O'Shaughnessv, at first a convict assigned to Howe. Then Watt, another convict. Afterwards, a Mr. Cavenagn. Curious squabble between him and Mr. Wentworth. Cavenagh brought action for libel, and received £,225  damages. No one was more given to the use of rough lan^age than Mr. Wentworth, and it occasions some surprise to find that ne felt it so acutely when applied to himself."

       The Hev. Dr. Lang, a fierce combatant, hcid some very hard things to say against the  Gazette^ ^when Watt was acting editor. That clever, but not too particular, member of the ftess subsequently married the widow of Mr. Howe. Getting into fresh trouble, he was sent to Port Macquarie by Government, where he was drowned in trying to cross a creek.

       The  Gazette  was not only subject to official rule, but was favoured by high patronage. The X.ieutenant-Governor Foveaux, by a  Public Order,  December 24th, 1800, aided the poor printer to get in his accounts, saying:—

       *^  It having been represented that in consequence of numerous sums being in arrears to the Publisher of   the  Sydney Gazette  and New South  Wales Advertiser,  the publication thereof is ^reatened with interruption unless those arrears be immediately paid off, his Honour, the Lieutenant-. Oovemor, is pleased to direct that the stores at the various settlements be always open for the receipt 4>t  (Train to tne amount of sums due upon that account.   And as it is his Honoiur's wish to strengthen
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       »» much as possible the prospect of its uninterrupted continuance, he is further pleased to recommend punctuality in the discharge of subscriptions, &c., without which the publisher must always be exposed to inconveniences, against which he has been under the necessity of complaining that his icireumstances are unable to contend."

       The older  New South Wales Magazine  judiciously remarked: " Even the localities of our early printing are worthy of being remembered. The first office was in a small apartment at Government Aloiise; the. next was a humble building on the site now occupied by the residence of the Assistant CJolonial Secretary, in Macquarie Place, where the whole apparatus had, on one occasion^ a narrow escape from being destroyed by a discharge of the electric fluid; and the last <in the life time of Mr. George Howe) was a long building stretching from George Street into Sydney Cove, erected by the Z?rinter for the i|urpose.

       Mr. Howe himself has a notice of the first locale, when narrating the circumstances of Governor Bligh's arrest by the soldiery, January 26th, 1808. He told the readers of the  Gazette  : " We were in the midst of the search made after the unfortunate Governor, and were obliged to give admittance to Lieutenant iLaycoek to the little Printing Oflftce, which was in those antique times attached as an Agpendage to Government House. The Lieutenant, after examining the loft (in descending from which Ixe had nearly dislocated the principal joints in his body), discovered that no Governor was there."

       Howe's father and brother long conducted the official press of St. Kitts, and he worked for some time in the office of  The Times  before going to Port Jackson. H€ continued the management of ^ the  Gazette  to his death. His son succeeded as proprietor, printer, and editor. He reigned in peace for three years, and then a formidable rival appeared in the  Australian,  under the able Dr. Wardell. As one has remarked: "The public, knowing how fearful was the odds between a Cambridge scholar and a young man educated in the colony, expected nothing less than that the latter would be

       - crushed to atoms.   But he mounted with the storm."

       A marble tablet, set up in the  Gazette  office by the son, bears this inscription : "In memorjr of George Howe, » Creole, bf St. Kitts, bom 1769, died May 11th, 1821, aged 52. He introduced into Australia the art of Printing; Instituted the  Sydney Gazette ; And was the First Government Printer; Beside which his Charity knew no bounds."   So monument was set over his grave.

       "We now turn to look at some of the princii^al circumstances connected with the early struggles this early paper, noting some curious bits of colonial history related in its pages.

       The  Sydney Gazette and  New South  Wales Advertiser  of March, 1803, and declared to be "** Published by Authority," continued to bear one appearance of heading till Sunday, August 26th 1804, when the royal arms—the approved lion and umcorn, fighting for the crown—took the place oi the original oval frontispiece.

       It was high time that the ancient wood engraving should be released. Rudely executed at the beginning, a succession of impressions had so reduced its artistic qualifications, thatonly a dim likeness of the motto, " Thus we Hope to Prosper," surroifRding the picture, remained. The figure of the Genius of New South Wales seated upon a bag of wool (?) had lost its outline, as well as grace. The pickaxes and shovels were indistinguisnable. The farmer driving his horse at plough was utterly oDscured. Tlie Governor's palace, the fort, the windmill, the trees on shore, seemed lost in the water of Port Jackson. The ship, having the advantage of a bit of clear sky, managed to display its single sail with a flag forward as broad as the flowing sheet. The date, 1788, upon the bale, had gone with the rest' to the shades.

       When His Majesty's arms appeared in the place of the i)ictorial allegory, the words of the paper's ' title came forth in bolder type, though not much improved in legibility. But the royal arms suffered a partial eclipse, or rather a reduction in size, on Sunday, March 3rd, 1805, two years after commencement. The sentence, " Published by Authority," had been boldly paraded while the oval frontispiece struggled to be visible, but came out in small and modest italics afterwards. The final words continued to be—" Printed at Svdney; and Advertisements received by G. Howe."

       From the issue of March 5th, 1803, it appeared each week upon Saturday. But on April 17th, 1803, a change took place, Saturday giving place to Sunday as the day of publication. The State reasons for this day alteration are not afforded by the Governor, nor by the editor and printer.

       No. 2, Saturday, March 12th, 18(©, the earliest copy to be found by the author in London, and to be seen at the Record Office, has a sale by Auction, under the hammer of S. Lord, father of the vener-

       - able and much-respected colonist of Tasmania, New South Wales, and Queensland, Simeon Lord, Esq. Mariners are warned of a rock in Bass's Straits. News comes of ships and crops, the best means of i.owing wheat, vine growing, &c. Extracts are given from London papers  ei.na th^ Asiatic Mirro7\ Peaches sold from 3d. to 6d. per dozen; and melons from 4s. to 5s. Potatoes were up to 12s. 6d. per 100 lbs.; and full-grown fowls, 3s. each.

       We are informed therein that the Sydney "Rocks," then the most crowded part of the town, " would certainly be a choice spot for a  Tumbling Academy,  as the pupil might indulge himself with a  Somerset  without any violent exertion." A story is given of the death of an Italian beggar at Shadwell, aged ninety-five, who had married thirteen times, without any wife favouring him with issue. Though Italian music was then the rage in England, we are assured that " British music triumphs only in the field."

       On the fourth, and last page, of this foolscap sheet newspaper, is a poem:—

       A  RUM  EFFECT.

       " * My wife's so very bad," cry'd Phill,

       * I fear she'll never hold it,

       f   She KEEPS her bed.'   * Mine's worse,' said Will,

       * The jade this morning  sold  it.'"

       March 26th has the notice of Captain McArthur having requested the Governor to send eight fleeces to England for the inspection of Sir Joseph Banks. The back of the gaol was said to be forced through, and the gaoler's cash and clothes stolen.

       April 17th, 1803, has a private letter from London, dated August 30th, 1802, announcing the peace proclamation of April 28th; and that "Trade already begins to flourish." The paper notes the opening of St. John s Church, Parramatta, by the Rev. S. Marsden, though the pews were not put up. That issue contained ten advertisements, the first having but four. Grovernment Orders headed the sheet. A settler of Kissing Point, annoyed at his wife forsaking him for a fellow with a wooden leg, " scientifically applied a noose to his neck."

       r

       The authority for t|>e first religious meeting of Homan Catholios in Sydney is declared by the

       Gazette  of April z4th, as an " extension of liberal Toleration, from the Piety and Benevolence of our

       Bost Gracious Sovereign."   An " Inquisitive Observer" regrets, on May 1st, that "from the want of

       a staple, our commerce cannot be supported on the principles of barter, but importation, until an

       export can be provided, must necessanly drain our colony of its specie."

       A Masonic meeting was secretly held, as the paper, May 22nd, informs us, at the house of Serjeant Whittle. News of it coming to the nxaj^istrate, the house was surrounded by the police, and the assembled therein taken up. After serious reproof, they were discharged, as having no " wilful intention to disturb the Public Peace." It is also stated: *' On Sunday last, the Roman Catholic Congregation assembled for the first time at Sydney."

       A farm of 94 acres, in the township of Parramatta, was sold. May 26th, for 177 guineas. The state of the barometer and thermometer for every day in May, at Sydney, is given June 5th. A subscriber mentions that "some of the ]:»*incipal streets in Sydney are rendered impassable after dark, save with the risque of bpeaking an arm or a leg, by numerous pits and hollows."

       In a-June number occurs the advertisement, "For Sale on board the 'Bridgewater,'the undermentioned goods." These were cheeses in cases, 2s. per lb.; hams, 2s. 9d. lb.; soap, 86s. cwt.; Irish Hnea, Is. 9dr to &i; 3d. yd.; earthenware table sets, dS6 10s. and £12 12s. One trader offers six months' creilit on goods over £20. July 3rd records a number of people taken up for strolling through the streets in service time on Sunaay. Bosetta Stabler notified her opening on the  Bocks  a " new Eating House, victuals dressed in the English way."

       The poor printer came out with this advertisement in July: " Wanted, any quantity of Spanish Paper, which will be treated for bv G. Howe, Lower End of Pitt's Bow." Was he flying to a supply from Spain in despair of non-arrival from England ? Assuredly, the foolscap, short in length, ragged in edge, coarse in texture, bad in colour, was at least as good as were his type and ink. The pressman was hardly so overwhelmed to bring out his four-paged little weekly as to pay so little heed to his work, unless he were the confederate of an optician, or a foe to the fine arts.

       Literature was then, valuable enough to occasion this advertisement, July 16th: " Old English Baron, 1 vol. large 8vo. Any person who may have borrowed the above book from the house of Simeon Lord, is requested to return it immediately."

       The printer, getting no paper, humbly appealed, saying that " so small a compliment-as a single , ream will be purchased. How long would tnese 480 sheets keep the  Gazette  afloat! As the Spanish paper advertisement did not appear the week after, we may presume the ream was obtained, though the call was again sounded August 7th. Better still, a paragraph notifies that " The Old English Baron, advertised in our last, returned to his quarters on Monday; and we understood his presence was admitted as an apology for his absconding without leave of absence." But the first volume of a more important work, well appreciated in those times—"The Old Bailey Calendar,"—which was borrowed from a house in South Row, had no such prompt return. In consequence, the advertisement, a fortnight after, offered a reward of ten shillings for information as to its whereabouts, as such a light to society could not long be hidden.

       A house in Parramatta was sold in August for £14. Mr. Cox sold 12 cows and calves at prices from £27 to £7916s.; a bull, £86; seven horses, £357 ; twenty wethers, £44; an ox, £14. Mr. Driver could then advertise: " Capital writing foolscap paper, and good coarse ditto." Yet the next week we see : " Spanish Paper. Any quantity will be immediately purchased by the Printer of this Paper. Gentlemen and others, having such to part with, however small the complement, are requested to favour him with notice thereof." Some one then " wanted to purchase a Hebrew Lexicon, and an Italian Dictionary;" another sought two odd volumes, to complete his Blackstone's Commentaries. That weekly paper contained fourteen advertisements.

       The return of Flinders in a six-oared cutter to Sydney from the wreck of the "Porpoise" is recorded September 11th, when the Spanish paper was still in request. In October is the advertisement of " Earthenware Manufactory, Pitt's Row, Sydney. Samuel Skinner respectfully acquaints his Friends and th« Public at large that he has, by assiduity and perseverance, brought to a state of perfection in the colony the above very useful and essential brancn of manufacture."

       A publication is noticed October 9th : " The plan lately adopted of a Sydney District Journal, containing a list of Housekeepers, together with the names of every lodger in each of the houses, must be deemed a useful regulation, tending considerably to strengthen the arm of the Police.' Notices occur of warning against trust to a wife, " as she has thought proper to elope from me."

       In the Record Ofiice collection of  Sydney Gazettes,  a great gap appears between October 28rd, 1833, and August 26th, 1804. Civil Court intelligence, cotton growmg, and ship news take up the space of the latter paper. Particulars are given of the stormy voyage of the ^* Ocean" from Port Phillip to the Derwent, in thirty-two days. A man was respited when in the hands of the hangman. There were seventeen advertisements. The paper had still four pages foolscap, but of smaller size than before, eleven, instead of over twelve, inches long, though running to twelve in 1805. The weather was duly chronicled.   A lady correspondent assumed the name of    Incognita."

       In October 7th, 1804, the printer expressed his readiness to receive information concerning some u ireturned borrowed books; among these being the works of Pope, Plutarch, Buflbn, and Voltaire. A fortnight after, one a4vert|fied : '^Wanted to purchase, a few spelling books, which if procured are designed to be distributed gratuitously among the children of a remote settlement." The repetition of the appeal meant the scarcity of spelling books.

       The first Australian F6te in  ^  commemoration of the impiety " of Guy Fawkes was referred to in the issue of November 11th, 1804, wherein we are told that ^* with such aversion did the little multitude regard the object of disgust, that impati at of his crimes, and irritated by the unmoved  muscUs of the culprit's countenance, a hundred willing hands were offered to rid the world of such a hardened unrepentmg sinner. Vengeance, unable longer to brook delay, the whole procession before dark closed at once upon the criminal, who in an instant was torn limb from limb."

       Another request that borrowed books might be returned is offered December 16th, 1804. These were "Paradise Lost," Sterne's "Sentimental Journey," Thomson's "Seasons," Hervey's "Meditations," and the "Newgate Calendar." That paper records the establishment of Port Dalrymple colony on October 11th.   Larken's Colonial Brewery announced beers prepared on the British system.

       On Sunday, January 13th, 1805, the printer is again hard up for paper, saying: " Wanted to purchase, any quantity of Demy, Medium, Folio Post, or Foolscap Paper, for the use of printing; and which, if from any accident from damp c. slight mildew, rendered unfit for writing, will answer the purpose. Ready money will be paid on delivery; and those who have it in their power to contribute to the supply, are earnestly requested to favour the Printer with notice thereof, specifying at the

       same time the quantify and pcice." The good man is easily to be pleased. It made no difference to him what size or character the naper might be, nor even if it were useless for letter writing: any-thing was welcome that could oe maide to receive the impress, however illegible, of his type. Want of the letter " e " occasioned many blanks in 1805.

       In that month Chambers's " Cyclopaedia," 4 vols., sold for £6 13s. at auction. Government Orders occupied just half the issue of January 27th, 1805, at which time '* so great a scarcity of soap has seldom been known," it being a favour to sell at 30O per cent. A stage wagon was-advertised to nm from Sydney to the Hawkesbury in sixteen hours, at 7s. (Jd. for a passengei;. The natives gave  mack trouble with their spears early in 1805. Hearing that the natives wanted to make peace, the Rev. S. Marsden boldly went into the woods to a conference.

       On May 12th, 1805, we read: "Wanted to purchase, the first thirtv numbers of the  Sydney Gazette^  for which, in good preservation, a liberal price will be paid in dollars," The export trade of England for the year 1803 was declared to be £40,100,870, which amount might be profitably comfkared with the export of Australia for 1889. A reward of five guineas was offered in June for news of  a borrowed  "History of Corsica." Mr. Crook's boarding school at Farramatta was advertised for pupils at £27 a year cash, but £30 in wheat or pork. The Governor's permission was then requisite for a man to set up as a blacksmith in Sydney.

       A literary venture is noted iNovember 3rd, 1805: "Colonial Pocket Almanack. (Printed by permission or His Excellency). G. Howe begs to remind the Public that at the end of the ensuing week the lists of the subscribers to the New South Wales Pocket Almanack will be closed." Price to subscribers, one dollar, or 5s. sterling. At an auction sale in November were submitted to competition books enough to form a modest library. There were twenty volumes, quarto, of the " Encycioptiedia Britannica, the works of Shakespeare, Buffon, Bapin, Hume, Mirabeau, Coxe, Milton, Ceesar, &c. " Payment to be made within a month in approved Bills or Copjper Currency.'*

       Number 140, January 5th, 1806, contains but two pages. This small supply of paper continued till March 16th, when the four-paged issue was resumed. On June 8th, the crowding out called for one column slip, one printed siae. to be thrown in; but the word "Supplement" occurs on the single colunm slip of August 24th. Yet two weeks after, the two pages again appear. Then the paper came short of the usual width by an inch and a quarter, the length oeing short of the foot. A coarse sugar wrapping supply succeeded, to the manifest loss of the reader's temper: the paper was 12 in. by 8^.^

       The couple of pages return September 7th, 1806, and, with one week's interval, the same is seen, upon a naper somewhat improved part of the time, until Sunday, April 12th, 1807, number 213, after which tne well-tried printer takes a rest: for May 15th, 1808, is out number 228. Then, though only two pages are presented, the paf>er has been enlarged to 14 inches, with corresponding extension of width, the three columns of tne page having more elbow room. Both type and paper show little improvement.

       January 1st, 1809, No. 261, still displays the two pages, which very limited space continues wtth an interval of four pages, on account or increased Government Orders, July 14th, 1810, until a recurrence of four pages on December 22nd and 29th, 1810. But the paper had grown, in some cases, to 16 inches in length and nearlv 10 in breadth, but jiot so heavy in quality. The type-founder had been rendering his aid, ana the reader could recover his equanimity.

       January 5th, 1806, has the printing notice to subscribers, of " the publication of so much of the Almanack as could be got ready." Dr. Jamieson had then an appeal to parents on their neglecting ** inoculating their children with the Cow Pock, in order to prevent the fatality which must attend their having the natural Small Pox." On February 2nd, " all those who stand indebted to the concern of Bass ana Bishop are requested forthwith to discharge the same to Thomas Jamison, Esq., a  final settlement becoming absolutely necessary." Captain Bishop was dead, and the adventurous Mr. Bass was never heard of after his capture by Spaniards in Chili.

       The Almanack had need of an apology, February 16th : " Tliat as the completion of the publioation was delayed by the want of paper only, we have at length succeeded in the endeavour to obviate the difliiculty by the purchase of a sufficient quantity of octavo post paper." Another apology for delay-V came out in May.   The scarcity of tea is shown in Souchong being 30s., and Hyson 42s. per lb.

       The printer, having opened a stationery shop, advertised in June: " Any Gentleman or other person possessing any quantity of Foolscap or other Paper not inferior to this in size (12 by 7^ in.), may receive in exchange for the same an equivalent complement of superfijie thick Letter Post."   The

       latter did not suit for the  Gazette,

      
        [image: picture1]
      

       Promissory Note of Hand, No. 371, drawn and signed by Henry Keble for £10 copper coin, and made payable to William Chapman." The death of Pitt was announced July 13th, 1«)6; the arrival of Governor Bligh, on August 10th; and the Battle of Trafalgar, September 7th.

       On September 14th, Mr. John Lewin advertised: " Proposals for publishing by subscription, * The Birds of New South Wales, with their Natural History.'" The work was to be sent to London for publication; subscribers to pay one guinea down, on giving their names, and another guinea on receiving the quarto volume. The author declared he had been eight years collecting the materials for the book.

       The proprietor and editor was compelled, in November. 1806, to add to his limited resources, and advertised as follows : " Evening School. To open on Monday, the 17th instant. Hours of attendance from half-past 5 to half-past 8. G. Howe is desirious of receiving under Tuition a few Pupils to be instructed in Simple, Vulgar, and Decimal Arithmetic, Mensuration, many useful Aritnmetical Abbreviations, Writing (if necessary), and the Grammar of the English Tongue upon the Principles of Drs. Lowth, Johnson, Priestly, and other celebrated writers who have united their efforts in improving the Grammatical struct^ re oi their own beautiful and comprehensive Language, which every Eaglishman ought to be acquai ited with, but few attain, that have not had the advantage of a classical education. Persons desirous of further explanation are requested to favour the Advertiser with a line."

       He offered twenty shillings reward for news of twelve to fifteen numbers of the  Gazette  " taken in a mistake " from his house.

       February 8th, 1807, contains the address of Hawkesbury settlers to Governor Bligh, thanking him for unbounded attention, labour, and pains he had ever manifested for the welfare of the colony, " in the dreadful crisis of general calamity in which you found it."

       April 5th details a case of piUory, and the remission of the sentence connected with nailing the

       ears of the fellow thereto. G. Howe the week after advertised letters for persons in his charge. Little English news could be aiforded while the paper was of two pages only.

       On May 15th, 1808, Public Orders were issued by^ the Lieutenant-Governor, through Mr. John Mc Arthur, as secretary to the colony. It was with a joyful heart that the long-silenced newspaper editor broke silence that day thus :—

       " We have once more the satisfaction of rendering our services to the Public. We have had repeatedly to lament the necessity of vying with the Cameleon its change of colour, and of being ^ompellea to rival the prophetic son of Oceanus in the frequency of change that has been given to our shape. To necessity we cannot dictate. As servants of the Public, exertion is our duty, and commendation our hoped reward. A supply of paper guarantees the promise of a continuance of this publication, until other arrivals may take plaee ; and should our aaverse destinies for any length of time protract so desirable an event, we nope, nevertheless, in all the lively tints with which the Chinese favour us, still to prosecute our labours until relenting fate shall put an end to our vicissitudes. This Paper is printed upon a half sheet of Demy; the pages made up to the very extent of our Press ;—And without hesitation we have to observe, that the present two pages, compressed as the matter is, contains fully as much as four pages post folio, to which size we adhered for several months. We have now likewise to remark, that as inactivity is the parent of embarrassment, we find it needful to deviate from the former mode of collecting the subscription money ; which wiU be applied for monthly, instead of quarterly; the terms.  Three shillings  upon delivery of every fourth Paper. And as the price of paper is known to be very exorbitant, we request that all arrears of subscriptions may be paid up in the course of the present month, in order that we may be enabled to take advantage of the lirst arrival by ft first purchase.'*

       He gave a further intimation, saying: " The next  Gazette  will contain the Arrival and Departure of vessels that have taken place since the 30th of August last, from which date the publication has been suspended."

       Mr. Cook's "Academy in Sydney on an improved plan" is introduced with the remark: " Education is to mankind what culture is to vegetables." The General Order of August 28th, 1808, relates to those who have been prisoners presuming to appear in court as Advocates. Mr. Lewin notified November 20th, 1808, the early arrival of copies of the first volume on New South Wales birds, and that each successive volume would have eighteen plates. Any person, having the "Ready Reckoner " to sell, is advised on Sunday, Christmas Day, that he will be ** treated with liberally " by referring to G. Howe.   The editor then returned thanks for the public liberality towards himself.

       In these postal days it is odd to read in the  Gazette  of February 5th, 1800: " Lydia Moss, returning from England by the '^Duke of Portland,' begs to inform persons at whose request she took the charge of Letters or Messages to their Friends, that she has brought answers to all such, which she will be happy to communicate at her Residence, at the back of Mr. Reibie's Timber Yard." But on April 30th I. NichoUs announced that his Honour had appointed him " to receive, and attend to the due delivery of, all Letters and Parcels directed to individuals."

       Another appeal to lagging subscribers is made March 19th, 1809, " as an opportunity offers of

       Erocuring a supply of Paper, \^'hich requires their speedy compliance." The  Sydney Gazette  proprietor ad an anxious time of it. The death of Govr. P. G. King, at Lower Tooting, Surrey, September 7th, 1808, is duly noticed in the  Gazette  of April 23rd, 1809.

       A marvellous educational feat is promised. May 21st, 1809: " Notice to Parents. A child in four months shall be taught from the Alphabet to read the Testament, as correctly as the weakness of childhood will admit, for Five Guineas ; only six children can be attended ; and when that number shall have agreed to the Terms, the Teacher will commence.   Apply to the Printer."

       A fresh appeal by the printer came forth April 21st, 1810 :—

       ** The mortifying embarrassments in which the Publisher of this Paper is involved by the nonpayment of subscriptions, unfortunately, affords him another opportunity of animadvertmg on the excessive inattention which has at length fallen with extreme severity upon him. Labouring under reflexions at the present moment from which every thing pleasant is alienated, he ventures to inform the most remiss that with the next  Gazette  they will be furnished with their Accounts written upon the margin, as has been the custom heretofore; the discharge of which Account he respectfully requests may be attended to in the course of the Fortnight then next ensuing; when a continued non-compliance of this request will be attributed to the  accidental  overlooking of the Account so intended to be published ; to remedy which a List of the Persons above a Twelvemonth in arrear will be  published,  with the sum total of each Account exhibited against its proper name; and if this method also fail, the further supply will cease, and a less delicate mode resorted to for attracting the attention of the negligent."

       The i)oor fellow then calls attention to ** the  careless  manner in which Advertisements, which appear to be of some moment to the advertisers themselves, are  left  for insertion, under promise in many instances of being shortly after  called  and  paid  for, but never more attended to." He, therefore, notifies that in future prepayment will be required.

       May 19th has the request from George Howe, ** that no person will, without a written Order, pay Money or give Credit on my Account to any one but my son Robert Howe." The latter subsequently started a paper in Hobart Town.   His father became a collector of other persons' debts in May, 1810.

       T. Macqueen, " who has been in the Teaching Line for upwards of 30 years," opening a school in Sydney, advertised, August 4th : " Children will be taught the English language, agreeable to the modern pronunciation, and grammatically, if required."

       Octooer 27th contains " Plan and Description of additional New Streets and Lanes in the Town of Sydney, recently formed and named." The streets were Gloucester, Kensington, Argyle, and Elizabeth; and the lanes, Middlesex, Surrey, Essex, Suffolk, and Cornwall. Nearly every paper about this time had letters "to the Printer" upon subjects of morality, farming, gardening, mission to the natives, or such like non-political matters.

       1811 shows a development of the  Gazette,  In March, the two paged issue is 15^ inches by lOJ, on thinner and better paper. The  Sydney Gazette Eoctraordinary  of March 20th, 1811, contains war news from the  Calcutta Gazette,  Four pages came more frequently into view, as advertisements and war news multiplied. April 12th has a notice from the publisher, tnat " in the course of the ensuing week he will have sufficient leisure to furnish his subscription accounts in Sydney, and to those at a distance, with the next week's paper; after which he doubts not that he will be speedily empowered to make purchase of a supply of paper that now offers.   He will be happy to receive either wheat or

       money."

       The  vessels  having arrived, a post office notice appeared September 7th, 1811, that they had

       brought letters for fourteen persons, whose names are advertised by Mr. Nichols, post master^ who afterwards tells the public that a sealed letter bag is then kept open for lettejrs home. *^ The charge of each letter will be 3d., and all that are received entered at tne time of such receipt iaa Bodk of Registry kept for that purpose."   The dead letter list of October 19th had thirty-nine names.

       Another of the printer s trials is chronicled February 1st, 1812: "To subscribers—The last Week's Papers did not leave Town till Wednesday, owing to the pacquets which were sent by a Messenger on horseback on Sunday, being run away with by the horse, who left his ridfij: on the Parramatta Road, and distributed the Papers about the woods of Gommorramorra, from whence they were not recovered, and were of necessity reprinted."

       The day of publication was changed back from Sunday to Saturday, agreeably to a public notice, Sunday, February 11th, 1810, the issue of February 17th being on Saturday.

       Part of an "elegant assortment" of books and stationery was advertised February 22nd, 1812. Among the former were the " Old English Baron," " The Muse s Bower," " Young Man's Companion," books of arithmetic calculated to assist the teacher, &c. The contractors for the building of the  Hum Hospital^  so called from the payment being in a rum monopoly, declared on May ^rd, 1812, their willingness to receive male stock in payment for spirits.

       The almanack for 1813 is advertised October 24th, 1812. The compiler said that as the time and labour expended "could not possibly be defrayed were the circulation four times as large as the population of the colony will adinit the hope of, it will be necessary, in order to avoid a loss by unsold copies, that the number printed shall be limited to the number that shall be subscribed for, which will be delivered at half-a-guinea each."

       Another literary venture is brought forward in the issue of November 21st, 1812 : "A. West most respectfully begs leave to acquaint his Friends and the Public that on Monday, tJie 30th of November, .1812, he will publish a select collection of beautiful Views in New South Wales, drawn and engraved by Artists of superior ability, resident in this Colony." The set of twelve would cost £3. The plates were 12 inches by 18, and included views of Sydney, the harbour, native camp, Parramatta, and Botany Bay.

       We are informed, December 5th, 1812, that ten merino rams fetched 200 guineas, and that " several coats made of the wool of New South Wales entirely are now in the colony, and are of a most excellent quality."

       January 2nd, 1813, ushers in this notice : " We now enter upon the Eleventh Volume of the  Sydney Gazette J  and design upon all occasions, when a press of information shall require it, to extend the Publication to four pages of the present increased size (16 by lOJ inches), two of which will be found very suflSicient at other times."

       The great increase of size came August 14th, 1813, when the page was 18i by 10^ inches, on decent paper, for the period, ^.nd with readable type. But, in spite of the printer's promise, or hope, the four-paged issues were few and far oetween all through 1814, 1815, and 1816, an occasional extra page only appearing as a supplement, generally devoted to war news.

       Mr. West intimated to the public, January 9th, 1813, that his views would remain at  £S  per set of twelve, till the first of February, after which the charge would be raised to £4 10s.

       The paper of January 16th, 1813, praises " the deference to the good old times," in the celebration of Twelfth Night by a family, when the cake was pronounced equal to one from Cornhill. The merry dance in George Street "abated not" says the Sydney reporter, "until Aurora with reluctant pace announced the near approach of Phoebus to the Eastern horizon." The number of newspapers then was declared to be 54 in London, and 114 in the rest of England.

       With the light of the present, it is odd to read, February 13th, 1813, an extract from a London paper, October 1st, 1812: Prussia is annexed to France." The first Australian fair, held by order, was recorded. March 13th. There were but forty-four persons on Norfolk Island in June. Subscriptions for the Duilding of a new Court House in Sydney included £40 from Simeon Lord, and £30 from Rev. S. Marsden. News then arrived that last May " a mermaid was distinctly seen about a mile from Exmouth."

       Janiiary 1st, 1814, gives irom the  Boston Gazette  eight reasons for America's declaration of war against England; and Sydney letter writers were informed that a letter bag was then open at the post office, as a certain ship for England was expected to sail in the course of the month.

       The paper for November 26th, 1814, was 18^ inches, in length, but of two pages. An  Order  of that date said:  "The Rev. Mr. Cowper Ijehig indisposed, there will be no Divine Service at Sydney to-

       morrow."

       January 7th, 1815, intimates that " The Almanack for 1815 is selling at the  Gazette  Office, price 5s. currency," and "also published, a comprehensive Spelling Book, on so plain a principle as to require very little trouble either to the Teacher or Scholar, interspersed with familiar phrases and lessons.   Pl'ice 6s. currency."

       Much news appeared February 11th, 1815, enabling the publisher to write : " Solicitious of rendering to our Readers every information in our power, relative to the state of Europe, we have in this Gazette  made such selections from the British journals as appear most worthy of attention." Five columns out of eight, in a two-paged issue, were devoted to this subject. Colonial news lay in twelve lines, advertisements occupying the remaining space.

       On complaints of non-arrival of  Gazettes  at Parramatta, the editor stated, August 19th, 1815: ** The first disappointment was occasioned by the failure of the common carrier, who, it appears, did not go up at alt that week, but gave the papers to some other person to take up for him; and last week they were sent up by the Monday's passage boat, as no earlier convenience offered."

       The editor, SeptemDer 16th, 1815, declared he must " forbear any remarks " on the account he gave of Bonaparte's return to Paris. The death of Mr. Judge-Advocate Bent occasioned the paper of November 11th, 1815, to appear in mourning. We have then copied from the  Times  of November 29th, 1814, the story of the great discovery by the Saxon Koenig:—" Our journal of this day presents to the public the practical results of tne greatest improvement connected with printing since the discovery of the art itself. That the magnitude of the invention may be justly appreciated by its effects, we shall inform the public, that after the letters are placed by the compositors, and enclosed in what is called the forme, little more remains for man to do than to attend upon and watch this unconscious agent in its operations. The machine is then merely supplied with paper, itself places the forme, inks, adjusts the paper to the forme newly inked, stamps the sheet, whicn itself again distributes, to meet the ensuing sheet now advancing for impression; and the whole of these complicated acts is performed with such a velocity and simultaneousness of movement, that not less than 1,100 sheets are impressed in one hour."

       Wellington's despatch from Waterloo, June l&th, 1816, is thus heralded, January 20th, 1816, by the PvbHc Order,  that " His Excellency orders and directs that the following extracts from the London Gazetted  shall be made public throughout this Colony by the medium oi a  Sydney Gazette Extraordinary,*'  This gives a list of thirty-six officers killed at Waterloo, notes the capture of Paris, and narrates the surrender of Bonaparte. The editor has no observation to make upon the news, which crowded out other matter from the two pages.

       The following week the printer presented this for an epitaph :—

       " If Heaven is pleased, when sinners cease to sin If Hell is pleased, when sinners enter in, If Earth is pleased, when ridden of a knave, Then all are pleased—Napoleon's in his grave.''

       On March 4th, 1816, is this remarkable Order of the Governor :—

       " Whereas, on the days of Thursday and Friday last, copies of a  Paper,  usually called a  Pipe, were circulated in the town of Sydney, one being thrown over the wall in George Street, opposite to His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor's House; another at the Provost-Marshal's; another at Mr. McArthur's; and another outside the wall of the General Hospital, opposite the quarter occupied* by D*Arcy Wentworth, Esq., each paper separately addressed to the above Persons, and containing a false, malicious, and scurrilous attack upon the character of His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor."

       A reward of £^00 was offered by the officers for the discovery of the offender, and the Governor oll^red. a free pardon to any convict giving information leading'to that discovery.

       A supplement came out with the issue of August 3rd, 1816, giving the trial of Marshal Ney. He was found guilty by 159 to 1, his death sentence was carried by 139 to 21. The triumph of Christianity m Tahiti, through the victory of Pomare over the heathen warriors, is noticed in October.

       A public meeting, upon the establishment of a bank, was held December 5th, 1816, when the editor had no hesitation in saying that the three public meetings had " given birth, efficacy, and stability to the establishment of the New South Wales Bank."

       The year 1817 presents a four-paged series, though the paper falls back in size to the old 15 inches by 10, of a poor character, that detracts from the printer's art. The weekly issue is continued after that stvle through 1817, 1818, and 1819. A  Gazette Extraordinary  of June 19th, 1819, records the death of the Queen, November 17th, 1818. For the death of the Princess Charlotte, November 6th, 1817, the pap^ of April 4th, the year after, app3ared in mourning. Non-political letters to the editor afford the public some knowledge of colonial movements.

       An advertisement, February 15th, 1817, again declares the intention of the publisher to insist upon me-payment of advertisements. All such, he notifies, " for the sale  qi  goods by auction are charged nve shillings for the property, if not exceeding 12 lines, and 3d. per line for all above." That paper contained no less than fifty-four advertisements, nineteen of which were notices, required by law, of the intention of parties to leave the colony.

       Among the latter notices of Sydney departures is one affecting the well-known John Pascoe Fawkner^ of Port Phillip story, then without the second name : "John Fawkner, junior, proceeding to the Derwent by an early opportunity, requests all claims may be presented.

       Temperance readers might note, April 12th, 1817, a letter affirming that "sugar is the only ^ttndation of spirit; it can be obtainett from saccharine matter alone—nothing else is known in nature which will produce it."

       The printer's necessities were often the public's opportunity for extra news, in such a notice as this: "Being necessarily compelled to detain the publication of this Paper, we have further to announce that," &c.

       Notwithstanding all the care taken by the printer to keep out of trouble, one of his correspondents, Philo Free,  made tcK) free with the reputation of the chaplain, the Rev. S. Marsden. The tnal Of this first charge of libel in Australia took place October 21st, 22nd, and 23rd, 1817. The secretary of the €»ovemor, Mr. J. T. Campbell, was charged as the  Philo Free,  The unhappy printer expressed his legret at not having read the offending article more carefully before publication.

       " The Court," says the reporter, "went through the whole of this complicated enquiry in all its various headings and stages with great patience, and the most solemn and cautious circumspection ; and on the third day pronounced their verdict, finding the defendant guilty of having  perinitted  a public letter to be  printed  in the  Sydney Gazette,  which tends to vilifv the public character of the prosecutor, as the Agent for the Missionary Societies for propagating tne Gospel in the South Seas." This was the verdict, and judgment was deferred until the Tuesday following."

       When the printer weht up for judgment, he was informed that it could not be given, as the prosecutor had withdrawn the case.   The defendant was then told by the Court that he could leave.

       Mr. Geor^ Howe was not satisfied, and on November 1st wrote " A Respectful Address from the Printer to a liberal Public," occupying over two columns. He defended himself from the charge of any complicity with the libel, showing the hard swearing employed against him, and the infiuence of a tnan who had been discharged from his printing office. One, a Mr. Jones, declared on the Wednesday that he could not believe the printer upon his oath, but confessed on Thursday that he had been misled. " The censure pronounced upon me," said Mr. Howe, " was not privately communicated but publicly proclaimed—and public, also, must be my vindication. If any man had uttered such an expression with respect to Mr. Jones as he did in regard to me, would he not have had good reason to complain of it ? "

       The next week's paper had no further remarks upon the trial. A letter-writer,  Civis,  was eloquent only upon agriculture. English news continues to occupy most of the space, unless a stirring criminal trial called for public attention.

       A paper mill was reported at Sydney in May, 1818. A love poem occupied nearly three columns of a paper tnat month. Mliay 30th had a Bank notice that, ft-om the 15th of June next, " no orders will be received or paid at this Bank for sums less than Five Pounds sterling, unless they are for balances of accounts."   ^

       A commercial note of May 30th, 1818, runs: " Wanted, for the use of the Government Factory at !^uTamatta, a quantitv of Wool, for which good blankets and woollen cloth will be given in exchange on delivery of the wool."

       The first paper of January, 1819, is thus heralded: " We this day commence the seventeenth ▼ohime of the  Sidney Gazette,  and trust that under the influence of a benign auspices, and th^ support of a liberal Public, it may always find a rank among the more useful institutions of this yet
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       "  infant, though rapidly advancing, colony, and which, upon the 28th of this first month of the year, is aged precisely two-and-thirty."

       A pathetic appeal comes before us, March 20th, 1819:—

       " To Subscribers who have received their accounts furnished, and after repeated applications, yet leave them unpaid.—The Publisher begs to state that the accounts exceeding one year ■^ill be sued for; and hopes that this necessary arrangement will not disturb the inclination still to receive the Gazette,  Its expenses must be known to be great, and that without equivalent payments it cannot be supported. In England, newsi)apers are paid for before they quit the office ; and here, we are told, after years of patient forbearance, that the accounts furnished shall be liquified when the person to whom presented  shall think jproper to pay.  This is insult. We might be capable of supporting injury; but this mockery is more than we can submit to. Men of sense and feeling do not act so; and without sense or feeling, what is the use of man ? Is not the Printer of a paper, who conducts its very great expenditure throughout the year, to be paid at any time ? Dreadful conception ! And is he to apply for payment like a prof est pauper, or as a man seeking for his rights? Dreadfully contrasted imagination ! Have we ever solicited a subscription ? No. Can we aftbrd our papers gratis? No. The omce expenses are great, and must be weekly paid. A paper must, and can, only be supported by the public acquiescence ; but this acquiescence must not be tame ; it must be active; and, as all things that are to end must have a beginning, the liberal Public will esteem the present  Gazette as a rudimens to a more enlightened prospect. The  Gazette  has not yet arrived to the age of twenty-one, but from its noble patronage would almost appear to be verging upon twenty-two. Now, generous Subscribers, do not permit your faithful Publisher to take his whity-orown locks with sorrow to the

       fave, when it is so happily in your power to pay the Servant who is ever at your service.—N.B. The ear's Accounts are. furnished. A further printer's appeal is presented on Christmas Day, 1819:—

       " To the Public—The Printer of this Paper arrived in the ship " Royal Admiral," (2nd) in thie month of November, 1800. He was immediately brought into pubUc employment by the choice of His Excellency Governor King, as Printer to His Majesty's Government. The  Sydney Gazette  commenced printing on the 6th of March, 1803; its commencement was under the present Printer, who had enough to do to suppori) it, for it supported not him ; and the first ten years of the Paper was, indeed^ a time of vicissitude. He bought the paper at a very dear price ; he distributed his type; he inventea and obtained new matter without any auxiliary assistance; he worked the Paper off at Press; and he afterwards carried it out, that is to say, delivered it to the Sydney subscribers. A paper in England, sunder 700 in number, is sensibly a losing concern; and what must be a Paper here within half the number, and half of that unpaid for ? but as an untrodden field we have gently, for seventeen years, , traced through the track of the wilderness. Innumerable gentlemen have borne testimony to our hardships; and the Printing Business, in this Colony, may undoubtedly be said to have been uniformly struggling against adversity. That time may put an end to the perpetuation of so discouraging a condition we look forward to. To those noble friends of the Rress, who are kind enough to encourage and support us, we throw down the "gand" of true thanksgiving; for if the Printing Business may be deemed worthy of support in any part of the world, here is its utmost claim. We have an infant population, to whom the benevolence of government has extended itself in a veiy superior degree; and in whose favour the heart of the philanthropist has shed its brightest rays; but now we come to our own affairs. Our readers will expect from us a Christmas Box, which will consist of a  billet clouoc,  nominating pounds, shillings, and pence, for an attention to which we shall ever esteem ourselves most gratefully obliged."

       Much space having been devoted to this, the earliest Australian newspaper, we cannot go beyond the first sixteen years of its career, but must turn to the consideration or those organs of public opinion to which it led the way. However, a few disjointed extracts from publications, dealing with the main subject of our work—the Early Struggles of the Australian Press—may be welcomed by the reader.

       It was on April 11th, 1818, that the two midrlle pages presented blank paper, and no apology was made.   An apology in 1822 was as follows:   " Everj'one, aware of the present contractedness of the typographical machinery, will at once be satisfied that the utmost is done.  Modesty is our best attire;^ but we cannot help saying, as opportunity now favours, that it is the  means  we are deficient in, and .   not exactly—ability."

       On February 20th, 1823, is this piteous cry : " We are reduced to the necessity of presenting the Gazette  on China paper. Of all evils this is one of those much wi-shed to be avoided, more particularly as it increases our labour two-fold."

       Hope beamed forth, in the announcement of August 21st, 1823: "By the * Elizabeth' our supply of Printing^ Paper is come ; we shall, therefore, enter upon the new size, if all be well, with the New Year. Some new type has reached us—but. we lament to say, it is of small utility, being, from its minuteness, nearly imperceptible to the eye. Nothing was tnen deemed too mean or poor to be cast to the dog of a colonim printer.

       The sorrow had been felt before, as seen on February 6th of that year:—" We have to apologize for the illegibility of last week's  Gazette,  Many of them were scarcely readable j and this was a fault that appeared without remedy, in consequence of two failures having occurred in making experiments upon manufacturing ink. It is one of the most difficult and disagreeable tasks that possibly can devolve to the Printer of a Paper, to make his own ink. About three months since some was turned out of hand pretty fair ; since which two attempts have been made, and both fruitless, though laborious and expensive."

       It was in that month that reference was made to 1809, saying: " During the short administration of Governor Bligh, the  Gazette  was impeded for some months, on account of paper not being procurable."

       A fresh source of jubilation occurs on New Year's Day of 1824, when the public read: "The Sydney Gazette  appears in a costume this week entirely new. Begardless of the potent undertaking, we are at length impelled to dash forward with the true British style. Could the thought have arisen, that it was ever likely the  Sydney Gazette  should shrink into its once contractedness of sentimenL^or that the uiihallowed influences of guilt should quench the purity of its growing freedom," &c. Yet though twenty columns demy, the type, ink, and paper were execrable.

       Still, the proprietor had the complacency to write in February, 1824: " Our brother typo, in the sister colony (Hooart Town) enquires how we manage to get such a  Monster  out weekly—meaning our Paper.'

       As Idte as January 7th, 1825, some past trials were recalled.

       " Common Chinese paper," it is said, " no more than half the size of foolscap, and of which twoi sheets were consequently obliged to be pasted together for each  Gazette,  cost two guineas sterling per ream. Where was the Public whose cash, correspondence, and confidence are necessary to support a weekly Press ? Where could Readers be found except in some thirty or forty dwellings ? Was ife likely that a Paper could flourish where the only intelligence bore reference to crime, and the usuall records were of infamy ? It was not. But we saw and felt that a  Gazette  was prospectively demanded^ alike by the interests of Government and those of the general community. Therefore, undaunted by the hazard of a total loss, we cast our typographic * seed on the water,* with hopes of * seeing it after many days.' We contrived to send forth our boats of enterprizes on the untried ocean of colonial vicissitude. What makes barbarians civilized, removes the film from the eye of superstition, and warms the host of degenerate slaves with the hallowed fire which blazed at Marathon ?   Th« Press.""

       But we really must stop chatting about this interesting and primitive issue of the Australian; Press, and introduce type rivals of formidable ability and power, more in harmony with the progressive intelligence and wealth of New South Wales.

       ((

       THE AUSTRALIAN MAGAZINE."

       This  magazine had the additional title of  Compendium of Religious, Literary and Miscellaneous: Intelligence. '  The first number, May 1st, 1821, is introduced by a letter received by the conductors; from Grovernor Macquarie, which is worth reproduction:—

       " In respect to your periodical publication, I have no hesitancy in giving it at once my unqualified, sanction and approbation, under a thorough conviction that, on the liberal, fair, and pious principles, on which it is your intention to conduct  T/ie Australian Magazine,  much benefit must result from it to the community at large."

       The May number contains thirty-two pages small octavo, in double columns, and was printed by Greorge Howe, of the  Gazette,  The first article is a pleasing account of the Missionary Society.. Under the head "Theology" is a sermon on the truth of revelation. A letter deals with a statement that all the Colonial clergy were of the "Antinomian Persuasion." Literary intelligence^ follows. Religious intelligence concerns the sixteenth anniversary of the Bible Society. There is an. allegory on impudence and modesty. The Chaplain^Mr. Marsden, sends a letter from the Missionary-Campbell, of South Africa. The opening of the Wesleyan chapel in Parramatta, April 20th, by* Messrs. Mansfield, Lawry, and Carvosso is recorded. European incidents are succeeded by Colonial, incidents; and these, by shipping intelligence, the April agricultural report, and a poem by H. Kirke* White.

       In June we see a continuation of several articles begun in May. The obituary narrates the deathi of the printer, George Howe. It is said:—"He had for some time been in a declining state of health, under the fatal influence of that dreadful malady the dropsy; and on Friday, Mav 11th, at his residence in George Street, he resigned his spirit into the hands of his Maker. Mr. Howe was, a native of St. Kitts, in the West Indies, where his father and brother conducted for many years the; Government Press, which is still continued by his family in that island."

       The Life of John Wesley leads ofl" the Au^st number, Jabez Bunting's sermon on Justification, is seen in September, and Oxley's Expedition m October. A meteorological diary is given monthly.. In the preface to the first volume the conductors declare:—

       " Our design from the first has avowedly been 'to disseminate useful knowledge, religious principles,, and moral habits.' Political discussion, and party spirit, and personal allusion we have scrupulously avoided. In our Theological Articles we have studiously guarded against unprofitable disputations.. CordiaUy believing the doctrines of the Established Church to be those of the Bible, we shall confine ourselves to those fundamental verities of the Christian faith which are so clearly stated in heir Articles and Homilies."

       "THE AUSTRALIAN."

       The  Australian  was the second newspaper of the Colony. It was representative of opposition to the  Sydney Gazette,  and was thoroughly against the then ruling powers. It owed its existence to* Mr. Wentworth, a native born patriot, who sought the emancipation of his colonial birthplace-from the despotism under which, from peculiar social circumstances, it had been placed by the British. Ministrv. In his early account of New South Wales, he wrote thus of the Sydney paper:—" Anything-in the shape .of political discussion is a novelty which it is rarely permitted to exhibit. An independent paper, therefore, which may serve to point out the rising interests of the colonists, and become the organ of their grievances and rights, their wishes and wants, is highly necessary, and, it is to* be hoped, will be speedily set on foot."

       Dr. Robert Wardell, a scholar, returning with him from England, was placed as conductor of the new press, though Mr. Wentworth was a frequent contributor. Dr. Lang thus wrote of Dr. Wardell t —" A colonial barrister of eminent talent, who was then the editor of the  Austimlian  newspai)er, and whose frail nature had evidently had no such supernatural assistance, ^adually discovered more and more illegality, and more and more enormity in the Governor's  (Darling)  procedure, till he came at length to write of it in a manner to the last degree unjustifiable and unbecoming."

       Barton's  Literattire  has this notice:—"Mr. Wentworth saw, if he continued with the Press, he should subject himself to heavy penalties; he gave his share to Dr. Wardell, who was soon prosecuted by Government. He sold the copyright for d^,600 to eight shareholders. It sold 600 copies twice a week.   Last number published 28th September, 1848."

       Its aim was expressed " to convert a i>ri«ow into a  colony  fit for a freeman to inhabit himself and to bequeath as an inheritance to a free posterity." Appearing in 1824, when by far the major part of the adults were either prisoners of the Crown, or had been such, the paper attempted to break down the barriers supposed to be erected in the interests of order and law, so as to prepare the Settlement for that coming day of wealth, intellectual advancement, and absolute social freedom which the wise foresaw.

       We now notice what its own pages had to declare of Press  struggles  in the early years of its publication, directing the reader's attention to the section of the "Freedom of the Press" for further particulars of a political nature.

       The  Australian  commenced its career on October 24th, 1824, with Thursday as its day of publication. The paper, though rather thin and poor, formed a page 20J inches in length and 13 in widths The title was in German text.   The price per copy was one snilling.   The issue contained four pages
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       of fottr columns each.   George Williams was declared the printer.   Owing to the large amount of small type, it was able to present a large amount of matter.

       Hie mercantile aspect is thus treated :-*-

       " In fbdhg the prices of the Newspaper, and the rate at which advertisements will be received,, we have been guided with reference to one principle—a desire to protect ourselves from actual loss^ Considering the extent of our establishment, its various branches, and the diversified mean» employed to collect materials for our use, one shilling a number, or ten dollars for a year's, subscription, will probably not be thought too much by subscribers. Should we, however, find, that a less sum will afford a remunerative return, we shall immediately lessen the price."

       Xhe scale of prices for advertisements begins at: From one to eight lines, inclusive, 3s. 6d.  It then advanced to 5s. 6d, for twenty lines, lOs. for forty-seven, 15s. seventy-seven, 18s. one hundred-Advertisements inserted as paragraphs were to be charged 6s., 7s., half-a-guinea, one guinea, &c.,. according to the size of them.

       The Editorial Introduction occupies nearly two columns.   We subjoin extracts therefrom :—

       " In presenting our Readers with the first number of the  Australian,  we must be old fashioned enough to give some account of our pretensions, and to state on what grounds we lay claim to their attention or expect their favour. Were we simply to advert to the space of time during which thisi Colony has existed, we might be disposed to consider her in a state little likely to require the assistance of, or derive any benefit from, the establishment of a Free Press. Infant societies, for the most part, have neither leisure nor inclination to bestow time or thought on objects that have no reference to their immediate wants or the necessities of the day. The elegancies of life are not courted until its conveniences are within their reach ; literature is neglected, while laborious occupation forms the principal ingredient in the concerns of a people; and the beneficial infiuence of regular,, just, and politic laws is not felt, because it is not needed in a commnnity where a few simple regula-tions and ordinances are suflicient to guide individuals in their intercourse with each other, or a few-rigid enactments are enforced for the protection of the peaceable from plunder or against acts of violence. This, however, is a state of things beyond which the Colony of New South Wales has long since made considerable advancement. In a colony whose energies are thus expanding, little doubt-can be entertained of the utility and efficacy of an independent newspaper.*'

       " The aggrandizement and the increasing wealth of a people introduce a complexity into their affairs; conflicting opinions and conflicting interests arise, individual influence is apt to luxuriate and flourish where there exists no corrective to check its exuberance or prevent its growth. A Free. Press is the most legitimate, and, at the same time, the most powerful weapon that can be employed to annihilate such influence, frustrate the designs of tyranny, and restrain the arm of oppression. Independent, vet consistent—free, yet not licentious—equally unmoved by favour or by fear—we shall pursue our labours without either a sycophantic approval of, or a systematic opposition to, acts of authority merely because they emanate from Government. It is the happiness and w^elfare ot colonies, their improvement and prosperity, that ought to be considered by the Ministers of the parent State.

       "It is the errors of a system—the vices of office—that we condemn. It is measures, not men, that we assail; and our respect for the one will not restrain our animadversions on the other. A legal responsibility, we know, will attach to us for everything we may publish in the  Australian ;  but we-consider ourselves responsible in point of principles for such opinions only as appear in the leading articles, and our consistency cannot be impeached for admitting into our columns the letters of correspondents, though they may militate with our own avowed sentiments.**

       There were thirty-six advertisements in the first number, including three from Government. Dr. Halloran brought forward his Sydney Grammar School; and Mr. Busby, his "Treatise on the Cultivation of the vine and the Art of Making Wine,'* which would be published by subscription. The Roman Catholic Chapel Fund displayed a goodly list of friends, from the Government's £200 to contributors' lesser sums. The Agricultural Society's Meeting was duly reported, as well as the labour of the Supreme Court.

       English Parliamentary news is well reported. A long letter from  A Friend to the Colonists  gives, a good digest of information concerning Cape Colony. Among other details, we are told: " It is said that Lora Byron has sold an estate in England to assist the Greeks."

       The next issue records the death of General Macquarie in London, July 1st. The leader took up the question of the exclusion from a Jury List of all persons who did not come free to the colony.. The Editor regrets this tendency to keep still more aloof "two discordant and heterogeneous-classes." The opening of the Sydney Distillery is thus described:—"The good folks of Sydney were' entertained on Friday last (October 22nd) with a grand and  rwuvel spectacle.  No less. a personage than the mighty King of Spirits made his first and triumphant  entree  into this^ loyal town. Music playing, banners flying, lads huzzaing, denoted the approach of the imposing cavalcade. Lest *the winds of heaven* should visit his face too roughly, his spirituous, majesty was safely enclosed in a royal machine, ycleped a butt, from which he occasionally took a hasty glance at the admiring throng. This was the first occasion of his youthful person being shown to a faithful people. The procession moved slowly forward from the palace, vulgarly called the. Sydney Distillery, in which his august form first saw the light of heaven," &c.

       The Editor is hard upon the Australian Agricultural Company, saying: " One per cent, is all that the Subscribers have been yet called upon to deposit—in other words, that £10,000 may be considered the actual capital of this Company. For this paltry sum the Company are to have, among other privileges, one million acres of land." Letters came in fast and furious upon the subject of the McFustian Bubble,  the name applied to the million-acred company, with earnest demand for the reversal of the British Government's policy toward it.

       Upon the vexed Jury question, the paper was ready to admit letters on both sides, saying: "It forms part of our duty, and part of our system, to admit observations on both sides of any question."

       There is, in December 2nd, a curious story of the close of the  South African Commercial Advertiser,  in the eighteenth week of existence, the sealing up of the presses, and the banishment from the colony of the proprietor with one month's notice. The Editor of  The Australian  says that Mr. Greig " was dbli^ea to discontinue his publication because he would not submit to a censorship, and forego the practice of inserting extracts from Blackstone, De Lolme, and other constitutional writers on account of their obvious tendency." "The whole of this extensive, loyal, and once promising colony is thus laid prostrate at the feet of some dark, inexplicable power."

       Governor Brisbane's visit to the new settlement at Moreton Bay is noted December 9th, and the •
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       beautiful country duly praised. It was then contemplated to move the people from Redcliff Point to the present site of the capital.

       Controversies thickened when there were two papers, and friction betw^een the two organs quickly appeared. Thus, the  Australian,  December 16th, 1824, wrote  >--"  Upon, the first view of an article which appeared in the columns of our contemporary last week, we decidedly resolved to maintain that dignified silence so much superior to a contest with a. coarse adversary, to whose level one must descend to be understood by him. But reflecting that silence might be misconstrued' by our Readers, and that our unwillingness to reply arose from fear or inability, we have vouchsafed to notice this impotent attack. We could wish to have reserved our fire for a worthier antagonist—not to waste it on such a foe as he. We will for once waive our superiority, as a gentleman sometimes stoops to thrash a dustman when the fellow purposely bespatters him with the filth of his cart."

       The long advertisemet of a sale of books is accompanied by the printer's " we are extremely sorry that a sudden press of advertisements has compelled us to omit a considerable portion of this list of books."

       The first issue of 1825 gives the meeting-place (Hyde Park) of the Leinster Masonic Lodjge of Australia. It is then published as the last line of the paper: " Sydney—Printed for the Proprietors by John Cubitt." In a notice to correspondents, " Ann may rest assured we have gallantry sufficient to oblige her, if by so doing we did not inevitably run the risk of offending our Beaders. Her rhymes are very fervid, but they are not poetry." The Editor declares  "^ Philanthropos  is a libel," and says; ** We have yet our doubts about the projpriety of inserting  A Lover ofjv^tice.

       The Emancipist party resented their exclusion from the Jury List. One addressed the Editor thus, January 20th, 1825 : "Would the Emancipists, resenting this wanton insult, unanimously agree to give no credit to free settlers, to decline all future dealings or communications with them, to call in all outstanding debts and mortgages," &c. The  Australian Pocket Ahnana^ck  was noticed in that issue. A Hobart correspondent declares that the  Australian  was universally praised there, and that ** we are all subscribers to it."

       Tke w^eek after, it is announced that Messrs. Howell and Hume had returned, after having "penetrated as far as  Western Por-t,  Bass's Straits, where they discovered a river of considerable magnitude " (!). The editorial remarks clearly show that the colonial idea of  Geelong  was Western Port, and not Port PhiUip.

       A Liberty of the Press notice tells of the fines and imprisonment of the printer and publisher of the  John Bull  (a year and £1,600) for libel, and the seizure of the office, type, &c., on account of the fine, though the official discharge was shown the sheriff.

       The  Australian  of January 27th, 1825, had an article running thus:—" The sooner the duties and privileges of Editors of Newspapers are defined and proclaimed to them the better; for as yet but few seem to have any notion either of the boundaries of discussion, or the law which regulates the publication of the occurrences of the day. Our readers approve of our remarks, applaud our principles, and admire our independence; but our best friends will censure when they fancy they are included in any reproof, or their public conduct reprehended by us."

       One complaint is met: "We are prepared, no doubt, to be told that our object is to fill our pockets. Granted; where is the harm of this  i  Where is the injury of being compensated for public services ? So long as the good we effect to the community preponderates over individual suftering, so long are we entitled to the thanks and the support of the people." Certainly the editor is very hard upon Mr. Secretary Goulburn, and quotes a letter from Sydney, inserted in the London  Morning Chronicle, containing rude, if not unjust, remarks upon that official.

       Newcastle ceased to be a penal settlement at the end of 1823.   The " Alraorah," bearing a Government cargo worth £40,000, was seized for an infraction of the rights of the East India Company.   The Australian^   of February 25th, has  no  regret, since Grovernment had no right  to  turn  trader,  v It was the custom about this time, not only to write long letters to the editor for insertion, but even   ^ to address him in more lengthy letters conveying criticisms on public affairs.

       The Editors, March 31st, 1825, remarked: " We have for a length of time had it in contemplation to publish the  Australian  two days in the week. We have now oeen before our Australian Readers twenty-five weeks. During that period our career has been marked by a progressive increase of patronage. Already have the principles of Independence promulgated through this cliannel made considerable inroads on the ancient mode of thinking, and on the narrow views which formerly prevailed in the colony. Oppression, which was formerly practised by various petty tyrants, has withered under its influence. A weekly newspaper, even in its most perfect form, is a contracted medium of intelligence, and extremely defective in many respects as an organ of Popular Interest— to make a newspaper something better than a mere controversial instrument, or, indeed, to combine its polemic properties with qualities purely literary, so that while the former mav teach independence to, the latter may expand the energies of, the mina—is an object not unworthy the pen, the time, and the industry of the EditQrs of the  Australian,*'

       The issues, bi-weekly, Wednesday afternoon, and Saturday evening, were hoped to commence in May, and the price to be one shilling a copy. The price remained, but the bi-weekly did not begin till Saturday, March 25th, 1826.

       ;" '  On June 2nd, 1825, we read: " Some delay has unavoidably occurred in bringing out the Australian  twice a week. The delay is entirely owing to the arrangements in the Printing Office not having been quite completed. We cannot conveniently carry into effect our contemplated design without a further addition to the number of our compositors. The want of such addition cannot now be of long duration, as we have very recently received advices from England informing us that a ship' ment of hands for us would take place by an early conveyance after Christmas.

       The paper of Saturday, March 25th, 1826, observed: " Our Readers will this morning be surprised (agreeably so, we hope,) at the appearance of the  Australian.  We flatter ourselves that the period is not very distant when we shall begin to meet them  t\^  ice a week permanently." The next issue was Thursday, March 30th, followed by Saturday, April Ist, and Wednesday, April 5th. The Saturday and Weanesday were continued.

       The banishment of British editors from India, was the subject of a leader on July 7th, 1826, Mr.. Fair being sent a prisoner on board a ship at Bombay.   Dr. Maclean before this wajs sent on board under fixed bayonets, for defending his brother against the Company's servant.   Mr. Buckingham lost £30,000 by his expulsion, for exposing a profligate job.   Mr. Arnot was punished in a similar way.

       October 6th, 1825, had over three columns of self-congratulation, and of severe reflections upon the rival paper, declared to have so much less a sale than the  Australian:  " Looking at it in the light of

       a mercantile speculation, it would be perfectly indifferent to us whether its circulation amounted to ^ve^  or ten hundred; but as an affair of principle, it is quite another thing. Of 625 copies of our firstborn, our patrons did not leave us a solitary impression. The ' Official Journal' never yet, we will venture to assert, issued on^ any one occasion, and in the moment of its greatest prosperity, six hundred and twenty-five copies." The writer then charges its rival with misrepresentation to keep up ^ show of advertisements. The sale of the latter was declared 493 each number ; but 652 for the AxtstraZian,

       The  Calcutta Journal  of that^ime took occasion, from an inspection of the  Australian,  to quote the  John Bull,  in saying: " The censorship, it appears, has been removed, and freedom of the press as in England established—freedom, indeed, to a greater extent than exists in England itself—as none of the Six Acts, we presume, apply to New South Wales, however much they have contributed to its population. It certamly appears to us that there is no part of the British dominions in which Freedom of the Press may be established with greater prosperity than in New South Wales, for in none can its licentiousness, however great, be more harmless. There is here an evident chance of free discussion doiiig good, and scarcely a risk of its making matters worse than they are."

       The editors were not disposed to pass over the last remark, saying: " The advocacy of the liberty of the Press here arises not from an opinion that the colonists are in a condition to exact it. The experiment will serve as a beacon to guide the management of other colonies, and for that reason a free Press in New South Wales is approved of by  John Bull.  This, then, is the idea at Calcutta of the Ouran-Outang people of Botany Bay."

       Noting the word of the  Scotsman in the East,  that the convicts might " avail themselves of the Press to briiiff the Government into disrepute," the  Australian  exclaims : " Prisoners of the Crown leaguing with the Press ! This would be rare news. The freest of the free cannot boast of more dutiful allegiance than the Emancipists. The Nimrods of the territory once domineered over Prisoners, Emancipists, and Free alike : regardless of justice, they spurned at and trampled on man's rights."

       A disposition under the Darling rule to treat those of the Catholic persuasion with less liberality than under the Brisbane  regime,  was eloquently combatted in the paper of December 29th. Protestants and Roman Catholics were regarded, however, from a curious political point of view, as: " They are t<y the Church what Whig and Tory are to the State. They nelp to preserve religion in greater purity. The rival Pastors are not only guardians of their own followers, but they are a watch over each other."

       The Bank of New South Wales reduced discount from ten to eight per cent, at the close of the year 1825. At a meeting, presided over by Mr. Samuel Terry, it was shown that the half-year's net gain was 11,199 Spanish aollars, allowing of a dividend " at the rate of sixty-two per cent, per annum on the amount of capital invested." The  Australian  attributes the reduction of discount to ** the prospect of a new banking establishment rising," &c.

       The value of a rupee is brought out in an advertisement of March 2nd, 1826: " Robbery of £288 in rupees, at two shillings and threepence each."

       March 5th details an account of runaways in the Straits, and notes thirty white men having forty black women on Kangaroo Island. A connection was traced between the runaways on the Islands and the bushrangers of Van Diemen's Land.

       The editor on April 1st is encouraged by subscribers to have a bi-weekly issue. "We do not, indeed," said he, " wonder at the readiness which is shown to support a newspaper, from which all objectionable paragraphs, all attacks on private character, all intermeddUngs with private affairs, are , carefully excluded. We have no vindictive feelings to satiate, no rancorous and unchristianlike passions to feed—we leave every man to enjoy the pleasures of his own parlour, of his own fireside. Our career is at least an honourable one."

       • This self-complacent statement may not have been complacently received by others, especially by the proprietor of the  Sydney Gazette,  But subscribers were informed that by the bi-weekly arrangement the single copy would be reduced to ninepence from the shillmg. Advertisers were assured they would have 'Hhe advantage of two newspapers with the expense of one," as there would be no charge for every fourth and fifth insertion ; an advertisement might appear five times on a payment for three times, ' an actual reduction of sixty per cent." A school was to be established in June at Sydney for the education of female servants. Subscriptions were solicited for this special boarding school. A Launceston writer exhibits the alarm there about the bushrangers, " as they had threatened to come into town."

       The forthcoming of another Sydney paper is thus announced, May 3rd, 1826: **'A weekly newspaper, to be called the  Monitor,  will be published as early as possible—perhaps in the course of a fort^ night. Those persons who wisn to patronise this new attempt to increase the literary efforts of the Colony are requested to favour the proprietors by leaving their names as subscribers at Mr, Hill's Tavern ; or at the  Monitor  Printing Otfice, Mr. Payne's Buildings, George Street."

       This curious printing story was told in a May issue : " When a Jew, who was a famous printer in Holland, brought to Constantinople printing presses, &c., to introduce the art of printing in that city, the Vizier caused him to be hanged, declaring it would be a great cruelty that one man should enrich himself by taking the bread of 11,000 scribes, who gained their living by their pen."

       The Caledonian Academy of Sydney was advertised in May to be organised by the Minister of the Scots Church (Dr. Lang) on the principles of the Scottish Hirfi Schools. In June the Academy was stated to be opened in Prince Street Chapel by the Rev. John Dunmore Lang, D.D.

       Great excitement among the public and the press was produced by the news at the close of November, 1826, that the flogged soldier, Sudds, had died from his rough treatment under Governor Darling's order for punishment. The event led to an angry controversy, involving mortifying reflections upon Government House, which led to the crusade against the press of the colony in 1827. The last paper of 1826 notifies that the clergy, hitherto dependent upon the British Treasury, were now to be paid from colonial funds. One seventh of the lands of the colony were then said to be made over to the Church of England use. The early dissolution of the Church and School Land Corporation was recorded in the issue of .January 17th, 1827.

       The contest between the Government organ, the  Sydney Gazette,  and  The Australian,  for and against Governor Darling, occupied no small part of the leaders in papers of 1827. A sneer from the latter is conveyed in the phrase, " The editor of the Government  Gazette  affects to be a religious character;" and this ill feeling was duly reciprocated. The political subjects under discussion that year were " Trial by Jury," and " Taxation by Representation." Mr. Wentworth was the hero of the popular cause, and was a persistent opponent of tne Governor.
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       ^ In March, 1827, the publication days were changed to Tuesday and Saturday, but in April returned to Wednesday and Friday. Dr. Bediern's flogging of Mr. Howe, of the  GazettCj  was chronicled in January, 1828.

       •THE MONITOR."

       Mr. Sdward Smith Hall was the conductor of a paper under Governor Darling's government, -w^^hicfh was, like some others, according to Mr. Barton, not distinguished for '* scrupulous regard to truth.*' The Rev. Dr. Braim said it was "conducted on the principles, and as much as possible in the style of, the late Mr. Cobbett, and, summoning, the whole prisoner population to contemplate the contest, fiercely threw down the gauntlet of opposition." Some articles, though violent, displayed •^considerable literary talent.

       The New South Wales  Monitor  commenced its being on Friday, May 19th, 1826. Its motto was— '^* Nothing extenuate, nor set down aught in malice." It was printed and published at the  Monitor Press, no name appearing. The paper on which it was printed was 15J inches long by 10^ b^oad. There were eight pages, three columns each. There was only a weekly issue. The price of a copy was one shilling. A small engraving under the title depicted an eye looking down upon instruments of Agriculture, the front page of the  Monitor^  an inkstand, with pens, etc.

       Advertisements occupied eight columns; the prospectus four and a half; English news, six and a lialf; and bank affairs, two. An advertisement of eight lines and under cost 3s. 6d., fourteen lines, -4s. 6d.   From the prospectus the following may be cited:—

       "We certainly are of opinion,that, while we attribute considerable naerit to the two journals ■which hitherto have engrossed the attention of the Australian Public, there is, nevertheless, room for improvement in some particulars; and in none more than their general dearth of Parliamentary intelligence,! and of English and Foreign information. The Author of our religion did, indeed, denounce the wicked—but^it was not the publican, nor the harlot, nor the adulteress; these confessed they were sinners—but it was the Pharisees—the  religious  Pharisees—and the lordly Sadducees, men of fashion and of fame, whom the lowly Saviour condemned. We always deeply regretted that, with the sanction of the Magistrates, the names of respectable householders, men of landed property, and heads of families were omitted in the SherifTs jury lists, merely because some ten, twenty, or thirty years ago, they came to the colony under the pressure of misfortune. His (the Governor's) errors we shall loyally attribute to his two Councils ratner than to himself, and we consider his person too sacred, at all events, to become liable to the rude and familiar attacks of a newspaper. The self-important, solemn aspect we have exhibited, though it may be matter of joke to our youthful readers, both male and female, as well as to our more comic friends of adult years, will be excused; for we have felt it no joke ourselves to have been pleading before the Australian Public."

       The claims of Emancipists and the rights of Catholics were not, therefore, to be neglected by this Monitor.

       The libel case of Dr. Halloran, of the Grammar School, against the  Gazette  editor, was reported In five columns of the second number of the paper. An eclipse of the moon called forth the ethical reporter's remarks: " The judgment, the imagination, the powers of Science, the affections, our pious feelings, all were in deep exercise. The words, * Be still, and know that I am God,' seemed to be spoken audibly to our inmost soul, while the moon was under the shade of God's earth."

       On June 9th was this apology: " We have made some desperate exertions to get our journal delivered :t)efore eight in the morning these short days, and last week we presumed to advertise as though we had accomplished our wishes on that head. Experience, however, for the ten-thousandth time proved us too sanguine.' He was further induced to nint to correspondents: " In our choice of poetry we are compeUed to consider poetic genius essential." Referring to some Newcastle horrors, the editor added : " We shall some day open a scene respecting these very judicial penal settlements which will make men's hair stand on end.'

       The Rev. J. J. Therry, June 16th, published his letter to Government, pitiously entreating for a few prisoner'carpenters to finish the roof of his Catholic chapel. He invited attention " to the general state of the Catholics of the colony, and more especially to the exiled portion of them, destitute, as many of them are, of means to provide education for their children, or to obtain for themselves xeligious and moral instruction." He contrasted that neglect with the liberal aid afforded by Government to the more opulent Protestant church.

       Under the head of "Anticipation," we have extracts from Sydney newspapers of January, 1900. Among other news, one reads of the probability of war with Tasmania; of one who remembers the old gaol in the middle of George Street; of land fetching 25 years' purchase; of a steamer going to Moreton Bay in three days; of the Legislatures of Australia; of clothing factories reducing the wool export to 20,000,000 lbs. from 22,000,000; of a ship from home through the Darien Canal in 4T days ; of prisoners sent to New Zealand instead of New South Wales; of two natives exhibited for a shilling admission; of the population of Sydnev being 287,652 souls, etc.

       In July, the Editor declared his advertisements as numerous, and his subscribers nearly as many, -as his two contemporaries had; adding: "The only drawback on our pleasure is sympathy for our «kged friend, the  Gazette^  whose columns every other day loudly proclaim the agonies with which our unparalleled success afflicts his tottering frame." A correspondent began his letter to the  Monitor with, " Sir, as an old inhabitant, formerly  under the law"  etc.

       "In the Wednesday's  Gazette"  said the  Monitor  of July 28th, " we have not merely had the honour to receive an unusual quantity of abuse, but a stab hasoeen aimed at otir office. The attempts made by the  Gazette  to induce the Government to take away our printers speaks for itself. We have, indeed, but two printers belonging to Government—our office will be soon filled with free journeymen and apprentices. The death of Mrs. Hall, wife of the editor, put the first page, on August 18th, into mourning.   The imprint then was, " Printed and published at the  Monitor  Press by HiU & Co."

       An Irish wedding feast in Sydney was introduced by the following lines:—

       " I sing of a wedding that was in Australia,

       And the guests they were clad in true Irish regalia; A wedding took place between Pat and Amelia, Who long had at Cupid been frowning."

       Cobbett's " History of the Protestant Reformation" was largely quoted in the  Monitor.  Sabbath desecration by the running of Sunday coaches was editorially condemned.

       The duel between Mr. Bannister, Attorney General, and Dr. Wardell, of the  Australian,  came off ia October, and was the beginning of a long series of disputes. The book of the Rev. S. Marsden was being severely criticised by the Sydney press.

       The  Monitor did  not take the violent part which the  Australian  did against Governor Darling.
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       called it Aurora Australis.**   As a specimen, the paper gave one verse from Lang, the poet :~

       *'Our voyage is begun, for The anchor is weighed, and The north wind is fresh and fair. Filling the white sails."

       This is the description of Newcastle coal in 1827: "The coal, being in the hands of Grovernment, nrny be considered the cause of the wretched state of Newcastle. Instead of having a steam engine and substantial waggons to run down an inclined plane, and empty their contents into the vesseTs hold, as is done on the banks of the Tyne and Wear, the coal is here doled out in miserable thimbles full, and drawn about the wharf by hand barrows! Five or six prisoners to a barrow is quite a common number of hands."

       On March 2nd, 1827, appeared the notice of Mr. Hill leaving his partner, Mr. E. S. Hall, solie •proprietor of the  Monitor.    The same day w^e have the following advertisement:—

       " THE GLEANER."—A  New Weekly Newspaper.  *

       " The colonists of New South Wales may be said to be literally inundated with daily, tri-duan, and weekly newspapers; and it may, therefore, be naturally inquired, * What motive can prompt a jsuperogatory attempt to swell the number of these periodicals ? And, with what rational liope can An Emoryo-JEditor be inspired of patronage or success?' We are of opinion that a literary dish, differently dressed and less highly seasoned, may be more suitable to the palate of no inconsiderable portion of our growing Community. Rich and hot ragouts may .please a vitiated taste, and may Afford a zest at the expense of permanent satisfaction; but to a temperate and well-regulated appetite, plain, wholesome viands, as they are in themselves more salutary, will be more acceptable and gratifying. It shall not be subservient to the views of any party. It shall never disgrace its columns by piersonality, scurrility, or individual attacks. It will not, with indiscriminate violence, assail, or with undeviating pertinacity defend, the measures of Government. In its quality of * Gleaner,' this journal purposes to make a faithful and as judicious a selection as possible for its Eieaders," &c.

       It was annouced to be published on Thursday, at ten shillings per quarter. The advertisements, not over twelve line^, was to be four shillings. Orders would be received by Mr. G. Eager, at his Printing Office, Moss's Cottage, King Street; and by Dr. Halloran, 53, Phillip Street.

       The-Ifon/f or was hard upon "the ignorance of the colony—i.e., Bigge and the Faction"—and •declared " Nothing seems to prosper with the 1808 folks now-a-days. They appear to have had their day." It said, March 23rd, 1827: " The Crown of England never did support us, but, as far as our infantile exertions have gone, the Colony has supported the Mother Country."
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       price of the  Monitor  is now sterling. Axistralian,  in the late action against his brother Editor (Mr. Howe), prudently waited till Mr. Michael Robinson, the author of the libel, was deceased. Then he brought forward his prosecution." But all the damages then obtained from the libellous Howe by Dr. WardeU was  one shilling.  When the  Monitor  was condemned to a fine for an article it was paid by public subscription." A common mode of attack from one editor to another was then in the form of an advertisement.

       A publication change in the  Monitor  was announced to take effect on May 8th, 1827, when, owing to success, the issue will be bi-weekly—Tuesday and Friday. A single copy of either would be one fihilling; but to subscribers to both, the extra one would be sevenpence, or ninepence-halfpenny each number.

       ~ Referring to the new journal, we read, April 27th : " The new weekly journal, the  Gleaner,  had appeared thrice before the  Australian  chose to notice its existence. Honourable mention was made of the new journal first by the  Gazette,  and then by the  Monitor."

       The issue on May 11th, 1827, contained no less than nine columns upon the " Freedom of the Press," in consequence of Governor Darling's recent .Acts for the restriction of its liberty. The article embraced the following subjects:—The effects of the new tax on the Proprietors of our Colonial Newspapers ; the inequality of the new tax; the most probable intention of the new tax divined ; the unconstitutionality of the new tax; and what remec^ have the Editors and the Public under the two new Acts.

       June 1st: "Our friends will see that we have added 3d. stg. to the price of our journal,  i.e., £6  5s» weekly on 500 copies, while we paid, last Tuesday, to the collector of the Stamp Duty,  fourpence on each copy, or the sum of £8 6s. 8a. [In large type.] Since writing the above a gentleman has called at our office. We received it with marvellous satisfaction." Notice : " In consequence of the Govornor having acceded to the wishes of the Colony at large by not putting in force the new Stamp Act, the price of this journal, fixed in our front page at fifteen pence sterling, will be charged only one shilhng when we furnish our bills. On Tuesday, the 12th inst., we shall publish our  Second Number."

       The vear 1842, so full of disasters to the commercial and pastoral interests of the colony, saw the end of the  Monitor  and of other members of the local Press.

       The  Sydney Herald  of January, 1843, thus alludes to the fatalitv: " The adversity of the past year was, of course, felt by the Press as well as by other interests. To four of our contemporaries, indeed, it proved fatal. The  Free Press  and  Examiner,  after a very brief, but noisy career, gave up the ghost. The-Monitor, having lost the master hand which ha^ from the first guided its affairs, had reached the respectable age of sixteen years when it, too, slept the sleep of death; and even the poor old  Sydney Gazette,  the first literary adventurer in the bouthern Hemisphere, after a long and eventful Life of nearly forty years, sank into an inglorious grave. Once the defunct veteran was exhumed, and an effort made to re-animate the vital spark, out in vain—the decree had gone forth, and could not be revoked."

       "HOWE'S WEEKLY COMMERCIAL EXPRESS."

       This was run by Mr. Howe, the proprietor of the  Sydney Gazette,  He was unable to bring out more than twenty-two numbers.

       The first issue was on Monday, Mav 2nd, 1825, at ninepence, having four pages, four columns a

       ,   iMl^M^W^aM   *   *am»   ■      ■■■■   ■■   ■»   ■     I    I    I    »   ».■    ■—    ^.,1    ■■   ■ ■■■■     ■       -■    ^    ..   —    -■^. I.-.   ■-■■■■   —^   MM.   I,   ^MI^M^   11.11   ■   I   I   M   III   ■      I    ■■   *ll   i   .      ■   »■■ .   I   ■....-■■■   ■   ■    »|       I    ■     ■ ■■■■■   ■■■■■^■■■■■■■■^   ■   MMB^I   _-

       page, of small demy. It was printed at the  Gazette  office. Its motto was, " Industry is the mother, the nurse, and the guardian of all virtues." As an introduction to the Public, the following was written: —"The conductor of this New Paper, who confidently puts in his claim for a share of-popular indulgence, has long been an attentive observer of the rise and progress of the country. One oi our contemporaries, in his opening address of 1824, adverted to the liberal discussion then so newly enjoyed by the Press, and expressed proportionate gratitude for the enlightened policy which had secured to the colony so essential an immunity. But now much greater reason is tnere now for the Colony to rejoice! The  Austrcdian  has, since that gratulatory period, established itself upon the broad basis of independence; and the  Sydney Gazette  (the elder and original journal) has been indebted to the Uistrumentality of a competitor for that freedom, in the absence of which its brilliancy was obscured, its energies unknown. Every shackle is removed—the channels of open thought are deep and broad and free—the Press carries on, without impediment, its potent operations, and is discharged from all responsibility but that which is legal and constitutional. Under these propitious, circumstances, another literary candidate, in the  UonitnercdaX Express,  is emboldened!^ to enter the field."

       A just tribute is paid to the labours of George Howe in connection with the  Gazette.  There are sundry reviews of poems and works, news from England and Tasmania, and an interesting sketch of Lord Byron's character. But the main feature of the  Express  is in commercial notices and lists-of prices. The first number had ninety-two advertisements. In the second is the story of a letter which took a month to go from Windsor to Sydney, thirty-ei^ht miles ofl'. The very small type increased the difficulty for readers. A new geography book divided Australia into Australasia and Polynesia. Four columns were devoted to the Burmese War. Much attention was then directed to the Australian Agricultural Company, and to Wilderspin's Infant School System. In July 15th is & supplement, having a storekeeper':^ list of books for safe, occupying four columns.

       This advertisement came out July 18th: " For the benefit of the Author (and his family), who has the Palsy, will be shortly published, by subscription of two dollars, * Extracts of the Letters to my Uncle Toby, or the History of New South Wales, including accounts of the Colony from various Authors," &c., by Dr. Parmeter, author of "The Cow Doctor." An extract is given: "I forgot to mention that I was obliged to use a basket for a nightcap, and for blankets old rags, for the roof was. too porous."

       The last number, September 26th, 1825, bearing eighty-two advertisements, had this announce^ meht: " The  Express  has reached its twenty-second number, and is now on the eve of taking farewell, for a season at least, of that Public which has so liberally patronised its publication. Without increased material aid we could not possibly carry on  Howe's B!xpress  and the  Sydney Gazette  in the same oflice, particularly when the latter paper should come to be printed twice in each week. This experimental journal, which has been found to answer every expectation that was formed, will therefore not be published in future until the returns, per the  Mangles,  be received from England, when a large accession of mechanical and professional strength is warmly anticipated. We shall duly remember, in our seclusion from society, the expressions of jealousy which were elicited from the  ex-HohaH Tonm Gazette,  and also bear in mind the magnanimous contempt shown towards us in the newly-formed  Colonial Times,  In reference to the  Australian,  the independent journal of the South, that orb with whose resplendence the Colonists were long since to be astounded, we must be permitted to  Express  our deepest sense of gratitude, since the kind-hearted Editors have suffered us. to pass unheeded from the moment of our birth to our death, without so much as a single plaudit or a solitary instance of censure.   It strikes us that the  Australian  will shortly follow us to the shades."

       THE "GOVERNMENT  GAZETTE."

       Mr.  Howe, of the  Sydney Gazette,  was, as has been stated, long the medium of communication between the Governor and the governed, printing all Orders, Proclamations, and Notices. At length it was deemed proper to issue an Ofiicial Gazette of an independent character.

       The public Intimation of the Government intention, on March 5th, 1832, ran thus: " On the 7th, and on every succeeding Wednesday, an Ofiicial Paper, intituled the  Neiv South Wales Government Gazette,  would be issued, consisting wholly of the following particulars, viz.:—1st. All official negotiations connected with the Public Service, where the charge would be defrayed by Government. 2n(I. All such advertisements as might be sent to the Printer respecting insolvents. Sheriff's sales and executions, pound-keepers' notices, and all other notices and aovertisements from Public Departments where the cost fell upon the parties concerned."

       This, "Published by Authority," came forth on Wednesday, March 7th, 1832, in foolscap size. Number 2 appearing March 14th. The imprint was, "Sydney: Printed by R. Mansfield for the Executors of the late R. Howe."   Price, one shilling.

       In July, 1840, the following notice was seen in the  Port Phillip Gazette: —" The Government at Sydney has established a Printing Office for the use of the Public Service only. By this means Mr. Tegg, who had the contract for publishing the Council Papers, and the  Herald,  which performed the printing of the Ofiicial  Gazette,  &c.. have discharged—the former  Ave,  and the latter eleven-compositors from their respective employ. By the cessation of the  Commercial Journal  six more compositors are also added to the above list. As newspapers are about to be established at Maitland and at Port Macquarie, many of these will be in requisition for those services."

       During 1838 the Government  Gazette  contained 1,155 pages; in 1839, 1,493; in 1840, 1,437; in 1841, 1,815 pages.   It was then published twice a week.

       The difficulty of dealing with private printing firms was described in a despatch to Lord John Russell, January 16th, 1841: " At present, from the quantity of work required, no one Printing Office is capable of performing the whole within a reasonable time in any satisfactory way; and it is, therefore, necessary to divide it among two or more of them. The  Govemtnent Gazette,  notwithstanding every exertion, frequently does not appear until a week after the proper day of publication. The Council has been often kept sitting for a considerable period waiting for tiie printing of Bills and ether papers, and the general business of the Government has been retarded from the want of proper Forms. In fact, although bound in the usual way with sureties, the contractors, through the absence of competitors, do not feel themselves obliged to fulfil their engagements, and it is found impossible to compel them. It is, therefore, proposed, as the most effective remedy for these several inconveniences, as well as to provide the means of performing the additional work which any modification of the Legislative Council may render necessary, to establish a Printing Office under the exclusive orders and control of the Government."

       I
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       The expense  was  then stated. " The services of a practical printer, who had been for some time conducting the largest printing establishment in Sydiuey," were to cost  £300  a year; two free men as assistants would require £200 and £150. It is added: " But it is proposed that the remainder of  th» establishment shall consist entirely of convicts, and it is estimated that about twenty men and boys, only a portion of whom need be printers, will be sufficient." The tJost of new materials might be about £400 every year. The outlay for types, &c., was to be about £1,400; salaries, £650; rations for twenty, £456 5s.; gratuities for overtime, £200. At least £500 might be expected from advertisements outside. Mr. Deas Thomson, the Colonial Secretary, said: "It is confidently hoped that, independently of any consideration of expenses, the advantages, derived from the economy of time and^tfae accuracy and despatch of public business, will be such, as to fully justify the measure, and render evident its utility and importance."

       '»THE BLOSSOM.?'

       This narrow octavo monthly made its first appearance in May, 1828. That first number observed: ** Forty revolving years have rolled by since Australia, the mistress of the Southern Hemisphere, was first amllated to the parent Empire. The rapid process she has made within that period, associated with the numberless advantages she naturally inherits, has ensured her a preponderating infiuence as a colony."

       ^ The Editor appealed for support, saying: " We are youthful adventurers in life and in authorship." He notes "the circumstance of our being a native of that country whose literature we essay to encourage," and hopes " our exertions have not failed in promoting the general good."

       The siibjects treated by the first numbers included—^Hemarks on the State of Society in New South Wales, Administration of Justice therein, Commerce, Enterprise, The Drama, The Turf, The Female Factory, Agricultural Report, Press, Post Oflice, Infant School, Poetry, Marriages, Deaths, &c.

       Of Governor Brisbane, in relation to Press people^ it is said that he "was a man open to conviction of error, and, instead of evincing a desire to gag the Press, manifested on every public
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       Acknowledging the  Australian  as " the nrst independent Newspaper," the writer thinks the conducting thereof will have gained for its Editor (Dr. Wardell>"a name which we prejudge will be cherished with the warmest respect by our posterity."

       The  Gleaner,  of four small pages, started by Dr. Halloran as a weekly, had but a brief existence in Sydney. It begun on April 5th, 1827, and closed in October following. The  South Asian Register struggled a short time in 1828, though starting under Dr. Oldfield as a Quarterly in October, 1827. Mr. vventworth's "History" refers to the  Australianx Magazine, or Compendium of Beligioiis, Literary and Miscellaneous Intelligence,  by a Wesleyan minister in 1820.

       •♦ THE  SYDNEY HERALD."

       This  Times  of New South Wales began its career on April 18th, 1831. The proprietors were Messrs. W. Stephens, F. M. Stokes, and W. McGarvie, of Lower George Street. It became bi-weekly in 1833, tri-weekly in 1837, daily in 1840; when it was purchased by Messrs. C. Kemp and John Fairfax, to whose attention and enterprize the periodical became indebted for its great success. It took the name of the  Sydney Morning Herald  on August 1st, 1842. Buying up the  Colonist  and the Australiari Free Press  in 1856, it secured a stronger position.

       The fourth number of the  Sydney Herald,  to be seen at the London Public Record Office^ id 18 inches long by 11 broad, containing four pages of four columns each. The leaders are in good type, but most of the rest is in so small a letter as not easily to be read. The number's date was May 9th, 1831. It is declared: "Edited, printed and published by Ward Stephens, Frederick Michael Stokes, and William McGarvie (sole proprietors), Redman's Court, George Street, Sydney."

       In January, 1832, the size advanced to 22 inches by 14, four pages of six columns each. The motto still remained, " Sworn to no Master, of no Sect am I." A deficiency of paper sometimes, as in September, October, November of 1832, made it a couple of inches shorter in length* The same irregularity was seen in 1833, sometimes being an inch less in width as well as length.

       Monday was the weekly day of publication till May 17th, 1832, when Thursday appeared to make the paper bi-weekly. This was a proper occasion for self-congratulation, leading tne editor to write: ^ It has never fallen to our lot to experience more sincere satisfaction than in the present instance, when our paper, through the patronage of the public and the kindness of our friends, is ushered into the world for the first time, as a journal to be published in future twice a week. Our efforts to instruct and amuse have been unceasing; our arrangements to secure intelligence from the highest sources have been varied and successful; our pecuniary engagements have been great, and our original outlay was expensive, to meet the wishes of those who, with unprecedented uberality, have extended the right hand of patronage to our undertaking. But the pleasurable emotions arising from the successful issue of our labours are ample compensation for our expense and toil. In setting out afresh on our career, we cannot but recall tne circumstances under which we commenced our labours. We started from the goal with 600 subscribers. Our paper was small in size, but in typographical execution as well as in the literary department, it was worthy of comparison with the older journals. Numerous subscribers soon flowed in upon us. We published various supplements, and finally increased the size of the paper, but were still unable to satisfy the desire of our country subscribers for English news and extracts from popular periodicals and journals* We shall not barter the increased pleasure of duty fulfilled for the corroding remembrance of temporary scurrilty, or unsparing abuse."

       Reform was a feature in that May paper of 1831. A criticism of public expenditure was judiciously but faithfully performed. The surplus was then d£45,622, ',* which is a larger sum than any other colony under the Crown can boast of." The period is looked to as near when there should be a representative council; and when the Government printing bill of £1,338, should be reduced, by the work being submitted to public tender. But it was quite a subject of congratulation that the revenue from spirits and licences, £72,598, should be " nearly ten thousand pounds more than America collected of colonial revenue before the Revolution."

       The police, correspondence, and domestic intelligence are jammed into the smallest possible space,

       with the smallest of type. Commercial news, markets, and some of the advertisements are better favoured; but the pressman did his work well. There are four Government notices and thirty private advertisements.   The chief foreien news lay in the story of the Polish Revolution of 1880.

       A stout resistance was made oy the paper to the attempt to put a duty upon foreicn corn coming* into Sydney, and the Government were warned of their probable increased expense. Uomplaint was made that one paper should have the monopoly of impounding advertisements. The £17,000 grant to the Church and School Corporation is boldly attacked as an injustice to other denominations.

       The issue of July 4th, 1831, has an interesting letter from Mr. Hamilton Hume, urging the settlement of the fine country between the Murray and the Straits. '* I am firmly of opinion," he wrote, " that if the country at Hass's Straits were thrown open to emigration, it would in a short time prove the granary of this colony, and one of the greatest sheep countries in Australia."

       Our Editor is delighted with the larger and better paper provided; saying, January 2nd, 1832: ** It is with no ordinary degree of satisfaction we are enabled, by strenuous exertions, to present our readers this day with the first number of the  Sydney Herald  of an enlarged size, and which will be continued to our subscribers at the same moderate price formerly charged.

       This was 5s. per quarter, or 6s. 3d. if posted to the country, out 7d. for a single number. Advertisements were 2s. 6d. for eight lines, with Id. extra for all above that quantity.

       The Editor, in his leader, gave some press news of the colony. He noted the suspension of the Sydney Gazette  on the deposition of Governor Bligh, and its revival under Macquaric. The letter of " Philo Free" (Mr. J. F. Campbell) in  the Gazette  of 1817, was, said the  Herald,  "the primary cause of Mr. Bigge's commission, Macquarie's removal, the appointment of the Church Corporation, with its immense grants, and of the Legislative and Executive Councils."

       He further notices  Howe's Weekly Express  in 1824, the  Australian  soon after, the  Monitor  of 1826, fcrowed by the early-dece««ed  Gleaner^ Blossom,  and  Av^tralian Quarterly Journal.  He adds: " It is only since the period that frequent discussions have taken place through the Colonial Press, that a tolerably fair estimate has been formed of our state and resources in the Mother Country."

    

  
    
       On January 16th, 1832, the paper was gratified to announce that Mr. Stanley had assured the House that when they published any proclamation in provincial newspapers, it should be in " those newspapers, without regard to their politics, which had the largest circulation in those parts." The movement for a colony in South Australia was then first chronicled in the Sydney Press, though taking four more years to mature. During 1831 three thousand prisoners had arrived in 19 ships. The Editor expected that most of them "will become useful servants and mechanics, and ultmiately improved members of society."

       Printing tenders for Government work were opened February 2nd, 1832, marking a new Press era. The  Gazette  obtained the prize at £400, about a quarter of what it had cost the State before, though far below prices tendered oy the other colonial printers.

       On February 13th appeared this advertisement: " The advantages of advertising in the  Sydney Herald  must be evident to the public, when they are informed that it has nearly eleven hundred subscribers, which is considerably more than any other Sydney journal." On the same day was another advertisement of an appreciative character to Press proprietors:—

       "We, the undersigned, friends of A. E. Hayes, Esquire, editor of the  Australian  newspaj)er, hereby invite the friei?ias of Mr. Hayes and the Public to meet at Cummings' Hotel, on Wednesday next, at 12 at noon, in order to suggest the adoption of such means as may be considered most eligible, for the expression of the patriotic exertions of Mr. Hayes, and of the losses and privations sustained by him in the prosecution of his editorial duties."

       At that meeting Mr. W. C. Wentworth took the chair, and it was then resolved to make up a purse for Mr. Hayes from subscriptions of not more than one pound from a subscriber.

       The police reports of the period were given in a lively strain. Thus: " William  Yellmi\  as  black as charcoal, tii)ped up five lilly  vites  to save himself from being raised in the world." " Charlotte Swivel, for being in an elegant  resort,  discussing a divided kidney and a glass of gin twist, was consigned to the^ mother of the maids * for one month."

       The Herald  had a useful "Sydney General Trade List," giving exports and imports of arrivals and departures, with inward and outward movements of coasting vessels. It was notified on March 26th, 18^, that the  Herald^s  country subscribers were more than those of all other colonial papers collectively. Again was the promise given that the bi-weekly was shortly to appear. The paper's views were then referred to: " It is not necessary for us to recall the politics or the general conduct of our paper. We have uniformly acted in the most independent manner; and while we have steered clear of abuse of private character, we have never imputed improper motives to public men in executing public measures. With a command of the most powerful engine for detraction and obloquy in our hands, we have never abused it."

       The price of the two numbers was to be 8s. per quarter in Sydney, but half-a-guinea for the country. Advertisers were reminded that the circulation was then nearly twelve hundred, more than of all other Sydney journals together.

       A coming journal is thus advertised, May 7th, 1832: "Prospectus of a new weekly newspaper, to be published every week, on a day to be determined upon, by Arthur Hill. Price 5s. per quarter ; to be called  HilVs Life in New South Wales,  It will be left to the elder journals to teach philosophy and deep politics.  HilVs Life in New South Wales  will give the politics of the Mother Country and the Colony in the way of narrative and fact rather than discussion. Trials—which afford amusement as well as information—will be fully rei)orted. It will comprise chiefly matters of amusement. His Excellency having sanctioned the opening of a Theatre in Sydney, a space in  HilVs Life  will be set apart for a correct report of the amusements of the house. Select and original poetry, particularlj^ of a humourous kind, will occupy a first place," &c.

       A poem on " The Printer' contains these lines :—

       "Who is it, gentle reader, who That labours hard in pleasing you, By telling all that's strange and new, And very often what's untrue ? The Printer."

       Another journalistic venture is advertised, July 2nd, 1832 : " On an early day will be published the  Australian Chronicle,  or  Affricultural, Commercial, Literary, and Political Register,  a new weekly journal, to be edited by the Rev. Ralph Mansfield (for the last three years and a half Editor of the  Sydney Gazette''

       The prospectus points out that " ei^ht years ago there was in the Colony but one solitary newspaper, and that burdened with the galling impost of a censorship/" The Editor is staled " a practised veteran in Australian literature in both cmonies.'* We are told that "the main object of the Austrcdian Chronicle  will be to collect  local  intelligence, and especially such facts as are connected' with the development and proa^ess of our internal resources."

       As to its sentiments: " Whatever these may be, they will be  honestly formed  and  frankly* expressed.  All the discussions of this- journal, touching national politics, will  he  based on the axiom that the monarchy and aristocracy are valuable, for the sake of their subserviency to the popular welfare, and no further. The local government will be regarded as a stewardship; the people as its. constituents. Harmless amusement will be blended with useful information. The terms, 58. per quarter.'*

       Notice is also directed by the  Herald  to a " Moral Poem " composed on the voyage to Sydney ; and a " Latin grammar for the use of the students in the Australian College." The farmers* petition? to the Council to prohibit brewing from sugar, so as to promote the growth of com, was defended bv a correspondent, who signed himself " John Bull, and a lover of good beer." He told the public of nis-success in a beer he made, " of which no man could drink half a gallon and leave the house."

       The Editor of the  Aiistralian Chronicle  advertised for an expression of his subscribers' views as. to Friday^ or Saturday being the day of publication. "The New South Wales Calendar and General Pdst Oflice Directory" came forth in 1832.

       The earliest theatrical advertisement appeared August 20th, 1832: "Theatre Royal, Sydney^* His Excellency the Governor having been graciously pleased to grant me a licence for a Theatre m Sydne\y, for which I shall for ever feel thankful, and as the fittings up of an establishment of this description will be attended with considerable expenses as to scenery, properties, dresses and decorations, the proprietor purposes shortly to give his * At Home,' to which his Excellency has also* been ][>Ieased to grant permission, for the purpose to enable the advertiser to accomplish his object in* view. I am satisfied tnat the public are aware of my losses in attempting to introduce into Australia, a species of amusement both moral and entertaining, and that, too, at my individual expense. The very liberal patronage of a generous public the advertiser does not question, and he respectfully begs to acquaint them, that, for a few nights only, he intends being * At Home * prior to the opening of the Theatre Royal, Sydney.—(Signed) Harnett Levy."

       "Levy at Home" was celebrated September 10th, 1832, at the Royal Assembly Rooms. It was. reputed an imitation of the "At Homes" held by Mr. Matthews, consisting of amusing songs and recitations. Admission was 58. Mr. B. Levey,  a^ias  Levy, hinted: " On so arduous an undertaking it is hoped no repetition of the songs will be called for."

       A supplement, September 20th, has an advertisement of six columns, close print, by the Rev. Dr. Lang,  re  his difference with the Council of the Australian College.   One advertised his teaching: " shorthand, as it is written by the London reporters, in four lessons of an hour each—two-thirds of the words in any discourse are written with a single stroke of a pen."

       Printing troubles are described in an advertisement of October 8th*by the Editor of the  Austmlian Chronicle,  He " begs to express to his numerous subscribers his regret that his endeavours to procure^ either in this or in the sister colony, an adequate supply of printing materials have proved unsuccessful. To this circumstance alone is the delay of his publication attributable. But he has the pleasure to add, that he has ordered from London a complete stock of entirely new type and other materials  ; and having formed a connection with a gentleman in the printing business, he will be enabled, in the course of a few months, to bring out his journal in the first style of typographical respectability."

       The  Herald  of October 25th had some curious specimens of English ignorance of Australia. Mr. Hume declared the colonists were under the blackest tyranny. Lord Howick publicly defended Governor  Arnold,  By Mr. Dixon, "Botany Bay, with its dense population, is represented as the focus of disaffection, and the flame is said to be ra^ng on the banks of the Murray." The London Atlas  declared that New South Wales and Van Diemen's Land were abandoned by all judicious, settlers, and that possessions there are held at the mouth of the pistol.

       Postal charges on newspapers are noted in an advertisement from E. S. Hall, of the  Monitory  in November, when announcing his two pai>ers a week at fourpence instead of ninepence. leaving-country subscribers to settle with their local postmaster for postage. "It is to be hoped, * said he, " that on petition, the present Government of New South Wales will not continue the tax of postage on newspapers, especially as, owing to the late great reductions in their price, the said tax now amounts to one-fourth of their value."

       The Theatre Royal announced, for the Christmas Holidays, "Black-eyed Susan," "Monsieur Tonson," and the " Tale of Mystery." Boxes, 5s.; pit, 3s. Dr. Lang advertised, December 13th, 1832,. a meeting of Presbyterians to form a Presbytery.

       With the new year, 1833, the Editor has to express thanks for past favours. " We have," said he,. " spared no cost or labour to give effect to the extensive and increased means at our command. In a few months we shall be enabled to increase the quantity of matter, without additional expense to* our subscribers."

       A poem called "Australia" was to be published by subscription at 5s. Mr. E. S. Hall addressed a notice to the subscribers of the  Weekly Ooserver:  "Mr. Arthur Hill having suspended the publication of his journal, the  Weekly Observer^  late  HilVs Life^  I beg leave to be allowed to transmit to your several addresses Saturday's copy of my journal, the  Sydney Monitor^  chargeable at the same rate as^ the  Weekly Observer,  namely, five shillings per quarter."

       The four pages are continued in the  Herald tor  1833, though with more ^equen^ supplements of two pages. Monday and Thursday are the days of publication. Apology is offered m tne last paper of that year for the omission of much news, and even some advertisements, " owing to the great mnux of advertisements and the length of the " Government Gazette." The Editor then remarks: " On the arrival, however, of the * Martha,' which is daily expected, we intend to enlarge this journal, when we shall be able not only to insert all their fevours, but also to give such an extensive variety of information as will retain for the  Sydney Herald  that extensive patronage which it has hitherto so» pre-eminently enjoyed."

       For January, 1834, we have the four pages, with a supplement usually, and a paper 22 inches by 14J and 15 inches, one supplement of two pages being nearly 23 inches long. On March 3rd the paper is 23^ by 18, four pages of seven columns each. Monday and Thursday are still the days of issue. Supplements, however, are rare. Prices remained the same. Paper was not consistent in quality or size. Thus, it was 24 inches by 18 inches December 8th, but 224 mches by 17 inches three days after,, though restored to full extent on the l5th inst.

       The order of 1834 is carried on in 1836, four pages upon Monday and Thursday.

       In the last number for' 1835 is advertised the  Australian Magazine,  whicli was to appear in January, 1836, as a monthly, under the editorship of Mr. F. Stephen, price half-a-crown. It is added : *' The proprietors do not deem it necessary, in advertising their intention, to detail at len^h the plan which it IS i)roposed to pursue, still less to make any pledge as to the opinions on political or other subjects which they may hereafter adopt."

       The enlargement of the  Monitor  was then advertised by Mr. Hall, who returns his thanks for ten years' support. "Mr. Hall's princijples," he states, "with respect to advocating the rights of tlie Emancipists, and the few rights which the law leaves to the prisoner, remain unaltered." Yet he writes: " The undersigned will never consent to draw a line between the emigrants and freed prisoners^ merely as such.   He considers the free and freed as one class, possessing equal rights."

       Though it is unnecessary in this limited space to go beyond the few early years of the  HeralcVs career, some notices of this paper may be cited. As an adjunct to the  Hercua,  a weekly  Trade List and Shipping Gazette  was started in 1843, though ultimately merging into the  Sydney Mail,  in 1860, AS the  Weekly HeraZd,'*

       Gordon and Gotch's  Hatidbook  kindly says: " The paper has never been in the habit of identifying itself with any particular party that may be m power, but has always held itself free to criticise and condemn, or to support, as it has thought necessary, in the public interest." It had the valued aid Of Mr. G. O'Shaughnessy, of the Rev. Ralph Mansfield, and of the able Rev. John West in its earlier years.   •

       The Rev. Dr. Lang, a very Bedouin of the political press, had no kind opinion of the  Herald, when he could write: " The present proprietors of this paper are Messr  i.  Kemp and Fairfax, the former a High Church Puseyite, the latter a deacon among the Independents, but both uneducated and mercenary men, who have no idea beyond that of gain, and who have uniformly been opposed to everything like popular freedom and the rights of men. Their principal writer for many years past has been the Rev. Ralph Mansfield, a Wesleyan preacher." He then gives some doggerel, reflecting, in coarse language, upon the last-named Editor; the first Terse being—

       " Ye freemen and bondmen and ticket-of-leavers, Ye Sydney insolvents and Sydney receivers. Ye men that can  do the boys,  list to my story, Of a Methodist preacher all in his glory."

       Mr. Barton has a capital notice of the  Herald  in his " Literature of New South Wales." But it was to the tact, energy, and business capacities of Mr. Fairfax that the paper was mainly indebted for its safe passage through tempestuous weather, its prosperous way with more propitious gales.

       Born in WarwicK, 1804, suffering in trade for liberal opinions in Leamington, he went with/his faniHy to %dney in 1888. Awhile engaged at the public library, he spent off-hours in the  Herald printing office. No less prudent than skilful, he was eventually able, by union with the reporter, Mr. Kemp, to secure the paper. Here his untiring energies and commercial ability had full play, and received abundant reward. A visit to England in 1851 was the occasion for a full payment of old obligations, and the procuring of better press materials. The gold fields placed the  Herald  on an eminence as safe as it was honourable. Mr. Fairfax was essentially a worker for the public good. He laboured to establish the Mutual Provident Institution, to liberalize the State school system, to extend freedom without revolution, and to favour all religious movements that raised humanity. He died in June, 1877, in the esteem of fellow-colonists, having successfully outlived all " Early Struggles •of the Australian Press."

       The  New South Wales Magazine  had its birth August 1st, 1833. It was of small cctavo size, 'Containing sixty-four pages, printed by Ann Howe for the sole proprietor, Ralph Mansfield.

       The " Avant Coureur," as the introduction was styled, hswi these remarks: " Our first number is now before the Public, and as specimens are better than professions, we might leave our readers to judge for themselves as to the future character of the  New South Wales Magazine.  But the value •of a house cannot be estimated by a brick taken from its waUs; and, although our present publication is one for which we have no cause to blush, we would beg our patrons to regard it as merely the first stone of a superstructure on which we trust. Such of our contributors as nave had time to prepare their lucubrations, have laboured comparatively in the dark, and with materials procured entirely by themselves. The work for which they were providing was not before them—it was only  in posse — its shape, its spirit, its cast of thought was not there to stimulate and to guide. The  New South Wales Magazine  will not be wedded to any party, but will endeavour to maintain the position of an impartial umpire. The Magazine will thus form, not a nucleus of homogeneous principles or prejudices, worked up or softened down to a standard previously fixed by the Editor, but, on the contrary, an arena accessiole to all seekers after truth, where they may challenge and obtain * a fair field and no favour.'"

       The frontispiece is a particularly well-executed engraving of the courses of the Rivers Hawkes-bury, Warragamba, &c., to illustrate the account of that region. There is a story of the Aborigines, a notice of Australian Literature, articles on the Transportation System, Natural History, and the Trigonometrical Survey of the Colony, a poem on Australia, "A Day with Sir Walter Scott," and the Historical Register of the Colony's Government.   The eighth number came out in February, 1834.

       In the Preface to Volume I. we read: " This publication was undertaken as an experiment, and as an experiment from which many would have been deterred by the fate of previous trials. Several works of a similar character were started at different times some years ago; but it was found that the reading public was then too scanty to afford them adequate sup^rt, and their proprietors having sustained no small pecuniary loss, they were discontinued. But this attempt, like the others, proved unfortunate.

       In May, 1821, was the  Australian Magazine, a Compendiutn of Beligious, Literary, and Mis-^neou^ IntelHgeTice,  printed by George Howe. It had thirty-two pages, costing fifteen pence the •copjv^lt was little worth, and soon expired.   There was a good  Aiistraiian Magazine  in 1888.

       "THE  SURVEYOR-aENEBAL."

       It was in May, 1833, that Mr. N. L. Kentish, a Government Surveyor, advertised in the  Sydney Herald  the long prospectus of his  Sunday Newspaper and Magazine,  including a History of Australia, and a poem.   Some extracts therefrom will have an interest now:—

       EABLY STEUGGLES OP THE AUSTRALIAN PRESS.

       23

       " The  Surveyor-General,  or Creneral Surveyor, not of * all the located and unlocated lands, roads bridges, and public works within the territory of New South Wales,* but of all public institutions and public cnaracters, in particular of the Press, comprehending a  Survey  of the religious, moral and political, internal and commercial state of affairs in Australia and of British and European politics ; with miscellaneous matter of amusement or information, designed, as far as practicable in a Newspaper, * to blend both profit and delight in one,' including a 'Poet's Corner.' This paper, which will be literally dedicated in a peculiar manner to  the Public^  it is obviously made the pecuniary interest of the Public to support.

       ** The  Surveyor-Geneitil  will consist of sixteen quarto pages, four of which will be devoted exclusively as a Magazine to Religion and Morality, entitled Th^ Christian.* Four more pages will be exclusively devoted to Australian Affairs. The first four and four last pages will be devpted to Miscellanies. The Religious and Moral publication, as it will be quite original, will be, as the Apostles were, * sent forth to all the world. At present there is no such periodical in existence in Australia, where, of all countries on the face of the earth, religion and morality are at their lowest ebb."

       He took the occasion to mak^ the Public acquainted with his qualifications, which, truly enough, were respectable, as was his personal character. His mode of conducting business might afford a hint to other projectors of newspapers:—" These are the terms : One shilling each number, or two guineas per annum, postage free; but the names of Subscribers will be carefully registered as received, and when the number amounts to 500, 50 per cent., or one-half, shall be deducted from the '^r*^ 100 Subscribers; when they amount to 700, 2& per cent, shall be deducted from the second 100; when they amount to 1,000, 25  vet  cent, shall be deducted from the first 500; and 12i per cent,  froifi the said 1,000.'*

       Though the  Surveyor-General  never appeared, Mr. Kentish did bring out the bi-weekly paper under another title, the  Sydney Times.  It would, indeed, have been invidious indirectly to perpetuate his disagreement with his former official head of the Survey Department.

       Mr. Kentish, the originator of this pa]^r, a man of honour and character^ was generally regarded^ as talented and enterprising, but neither judicious nor patient.   In establishing the  Times  in 1834, he set up the loftiest ideal, and was actuated by pure and enlightened motives ; but his susceptibility of temperament, and his unpractical methods of procedure, exposed him to continual sources of irritation, and thwarted his most energetic resolves.

       The  Sydney Times  was presented on Friday, August 15th, 1834, in four pages, twenty inches by fourteen, five columns a page, and was to be a bi-weekly. The type was generfiilly small. The price was 2d. per'Copy, or 4s. 4a. the quarter for Sydney subscribers, Os. od. for country ones. To encourage advertisers, there was an assurance given of a circulation of 2,000, while a copy of the first number was left at every house in town. For eight lines the charge to aavertisers was half-a-crown, with a penny for each fine in excess.   No. 1 had sixty-four advertisements.

       Its Leader said : " Whilst *oi)en to all parties,* we trust that our independence of principle will uphold us in being * influenced by none.* Whilst the several Colonial Newspapers with which we aspire to the connection of a junior contemporary are principally filled, for the edification of their readers, with the highly interesting subjects of 'Horrible Systems,' and abuse, personality and recrimination towards each other, dealt out with or without humour, with or witnout acrimony, with or without egotism, with or without discretion, it shall be our chief aim and our unremitting-endeavour to * Advance Australia,* by which we mean simply to promote the information, and, with it, the wealth, the prosperity, and the happiness of * the Land we live in,* by emulating the better portion of the Free Press of our accomplished Mother Country.**

       «t

       THE  SYDNHY TIMES.'*

       The Conductor declares for  **a  temperate, but unshackled discussion of all public men ai isures.*'   Upon the vexed question ot the day, it is asserted: " We are convinced that, in nil

       and me€isures.' Upon tne vexed question of the day, it is asserted: "We are convinced tnat, in nine cases out of ten, the Emancipists display a feeling towards the side of honour and superiority in

       Ereference to that of vice and degradation."   Possessed of this worthy idea, Mr. Kentish truly elieved that "A Prisoners' Journal will therefore be but indifferently supported.**

       Future literary and moral plans are thus dealt with in an Editorial notice: "The Public is. respectfully informed that the  Sunday Magazine  will be resumed and published with regularity as soon as a certain number of Subscribers shall be obtained from the country, to add to about Iw names already entered in Sydney. This being the first publication attempted in Australia having for its object the dissemination of religious knowledge and principles, and the promotion of social morality, it is early hoped that the  Christian  will oe supported by all who wish to promote the advancement of Australia in respectability of character."

       The  Times  was printed by William Jones for the Editor, Proprietor, and Publisher, Nathaniel Lipscomb Kentish. On September 80th, 1834, thirteen columns out of twenty were filled with advertisements, and the list of Subscribers reached 1,130. Subsequently this comparison was made : Times,  1,371 subscribers;  Herald  (possibly), 823;  Monitor,  537;  Australian,  444;  Gazette,  then called the  Prisoners' Friend,  at the very utmost, 333. The^Editor modestly notified: " Our character being^^ established as the vehicle of the Australian Muse, in justice to our readers and ourselves, we are compelled to select for our " Poet's Comer " such pieces only as will do credit to our reputation."

       A  Sydney Times Extraordinary  was issued Monday, July 2nd, 1838, price half-a-crown, though only four pages of six columns eacn, with no advertisements. Mr. Kentish's address to the Inhabitants occupied three and a-half columns, and his Memorial to the Queen, upon Colonial Affairs, six columns.   There was, also, the reprint of five of his Leaders in the  Times,

       But the  Extraxyrainary  was a notice of retirement, for it added : "As an Editor and Publisher here, or in England, in conjunction with the duty of a Colonial or Emigration Agent, the undersigned will, so soon as Opportunity may serve, respectmlly ask for the support of all who may deem him worthy of being employed in their service." At the same time he sent the Subscribers his card ar Civil Engineer and Surveyor, soliciting engagements. But the " Early Struggles of the Press ** appear In the following: "To our Subscribers--It will hardly be credited by the Public that the acting; manager for the Proprietors of this Paper has been annoyed—in fact, ruined—for want of de45 whilst £1,300 or £1,400 were upon his books, of which £1,000 or £1,200 still remain unpaid. Had the Editor inserted  any  advertisements, he would have been bound in honour to circulate 2,500 copies of this. Publication, upon the faith of which pledge they were sent to him; but publishing none, he is at liberty to do what he will with his  oum.    Accordingly, he begs to present a copy to each of Ms.

       Subscribers, and to them only. The residue he will forward to England (in the hope of their being of greater service there than here in this country), except such as may be applied for at the  Thnes  Office at half-a-crown each."

       "THE  COLONIST."

       »   

       This " Weekly Journal of Politics, Commerce, Agriculture, Literature, Science, and Religion," came out under the auspices of the talented, but belligerent, first Presbyterian clergyman of Australia, Dr. Lang. Some may remark that, in the subjects to be treated. Politics stood first and Religion last. Still, great merit is due to Dr. Lang for his advocacy of moral duties, and his denunciation of vice. He was ardently devoted to Australia, and, perhaps, did more for its social and political advancement than any other colonist.

       Though his hand was ever present in the paper, we read that it was " Edited, Printed, and Published by Kenneth Munro, sole Proprietor, Australian College Buildings, Sydney.** The eight small pages carried each four columns. The subscription was 6s. 6d. per quarter; advertisements, 2s. 6d. for eight lines. The thirty-three advertisements in the first number (January Ist, 1835) are of a verv general character; the Australian College and Dr. Lang's books being prominent among them. The first number has an Introduction of nearly eight columns; Sir John Herschel's beautiful Address to the Windsor Library, of five columns; B^ligious Intelligence, four columns; two columns on Colonial Statistics, and one column on Colonial Exports.

       The Address to the Public has, of course, much to say of Dr. Lang. It speaks of the opposition of the  Gazette, Australian,  and  Monitor  to his favourite College Scheme, and to his Scotch immigrants. We are told that, " To keep the Australian College above water. Dr. Lang was obliged to sell two valuable properties belonging to his family in Sydney." Then we have this dash at the  Herald: ** But the Editors of the  Sydney Herald—those  young men who place all their glory in moderation, forsooth, who are neither Whigs nor Tories, that is, nave no fixed principles either in politics or anything else, but who always look how the wind blows before tney write, or, to speak more correctly, before they print what happens to be written for them—allowed the Australian College to be all but put down, and Dr. Lang to oe all but sacrificed, without saying a syllable to prevent either one or the other.*

       The Address says: " The Public may rest assured that the  Colonist  Newspaper has not been got up as a mere money-making speculation by one or more hopeful adventurers bred merely to the printing business, who employ some good-natured person to write for them from behind the curtain, and whose whole and sole object is to establish thefhselves in a profitable concern, to fill their sheets with advertisements, and to sell as many copies of it as possible. It will not be the mere otgan of a party taught to repeat its parrot notes agreeably to a lesson previously got b5r heart. The political principles of the  Colonist  will exhibit themselves in the meting out of impartial justice, both to the Government and the Public. It will assume the measures of Government to be right till they are proved to be wrong. It will lend its influence towards the attainment of Liberal institutions, or, in other words a House of Assembly for this Colony.**

       The press employed in printing the  Colonist  is declared to be "a Columbian press, from the manufactory of Messrs. Clymer and Dixon, of London, and "the largest, in all probability, that has ever crossed the Line. The type is new and in excellent order, including a large supply of book and Jobbing type, as well as Greek founts; it being intended to print class-books, &c., for schools and colleges generally throughout the territory*.**

       Nunaber 2 opens with a slashing leader on " The Emigration Job '* in eight and a-half columns. The Temperance Society is allowed two columns; and the review of Dr. Langs History of the Colony, copied from the  Printing Machine,  of London, takes over more than three columns, to be continued. The advertisements occupv eight columns of the thirty-two. The following issue, on the third Thursda;^ of January, leads off with "Emigration, and No Job." A piece called **Rum Poetry** thus begins:—

       "Let the devotee extol thee.

       And thy wondrous virtues sum ; By the worst of names I'll call thee, O, thou hydra-monster. Rum !*'

       Long leaders on Education next engage the writer. A meeting of the Australian School Society Branch of the British and Foreign School Society is reported, February 5th. At it the Rev. Mr. McEncroe declared that his Church of Rome had ever been most solicitous for the teaching of the young, though objecting to the use of the whole Bible in schools. The  Colonist  remarked: " Mr. McEncroe, as an Irishman, naturally wishes that this colony should henceforth and for ever be treated as an Irish colony, and not as a British nation,"   Scottish religious affairs are well set forth.

       Dr. Lang early fell foul of the  Herald,  saying: " When attacked by that Paper a few weeks ago. I wrote a letter to the Editors explaining the circumstances out of which that most unmerited attack had arisen; but the greedy creatures would not insert it unless it should be paid for as an advertisement.**

       In March, under the head of "The Bible, a safe book for persons of all ages and of every standing,** there is a vigorous charge at the pamphlet of the Rev. Dr. Ullathorne, the Roman Catholic Vicar. The various professions are discussed in several numbers. Coming to the Literary Profession, Dr. Lang has something personal to remark :—

       " Fortunately for ourselves, however, and perhaps also for the Public, we care little for personal vituperation. Aiid lest any oi our contemporaries, who delight in blackguardism and abuse, should feel themselves under any restraint in writing about us, we beg to inform them for their future comfort that, whatever lengths they may go to in that way, they cannot possibly incur any danger of an action at law from any of the parties connected, either directly or indirectly, with this paper, as it  is contrary to our principles to prosecute any man merely for defamation of character." ^^I'n that article is this reference to the  Sydney Gazette:  *^* It was subject to tlie most rigid censor-.smps^tnd when Governor Bligh*s authority was subverted by the worthies of the 102nd Regiment (Newsouth Wales corps) its publication was altogether suspended, the insurrectionary government rightly conceiving tha€ the less that was said of them the better. In so far as the gettmg up of the Sydney Gazette  depended on its founder, Mr. George Howe, it was a temperate and creditable Paper— :submissive, of course, to a degree of absolute servility, to the Colonial Grovernment, but in other respects by no means offensive to the community.  ...  In the year 1824 the Colonial Press wan jelieved from the censorship, but the  Gazette  continued as obsequious and as servile to the Grovem.

       in«nt as ever, and was conducted, till the late Editor^s sudden death in the month of January, 1829, as if the £ditor*8 situation had been that of mastiff to his Excellency/'

       Again: ** At Mr. Howe's death the  Gazette  was a splendid property, realising, according to his own testimony, upwards of de3,000 per annum. Under Mr. Mansfield's management it fell off, however, considerably." He added, respecting the  Herald:  "That paper was established at the su^estion of a literary man in the colony solely in consequence of the notorious mismanagement of the  Gazette, And  the unprincipled recklessness that distinguished the opposition Press at the period we refer to.**

       Of the  Australian,  he reported: " As long as it continued to be managed by Mr. Wentworth and Dr. Wardell, although its spirit and principles were altogether opposed to those which Christianity inculcates, it was an ably 9onducted and powerful paper. From the time, however, when its property was disposed of to four Sydney auctioneers, to the present time, when it rejoices in the management of two colonial attorneys, it has altogether failed to occupy that place.**

       Of the  Monitor,  under Mr. Hall, Dr. Lang writes: " The principles of that Paper have been, perhaps, still more exceptionable than those of any other Paper in the colony. Educated as a Protestant, and giving himself out even as a teacher of religion in this colony, Mr, Hall has at one time been strongly advocating the cause of the Deists, and at another doin^ all he could to recommend the delusions and the moral desolation of Popery to this community. This was doubtless all in the way of trade. As for Mr. H.'s i>atriotism, it is like Anacreon*s locks, an absolute nonentity." It was rather unnecessary for the Doctor to add: "We utterly disclaim all personal and resentful feelings in the preceding remarks.** He was only actuated, in thought, by a high sense of duty in that criticism.

       "Errors in the Press** is dealt with by another in the  Colonist  of May 7th. He notes many typographical errors in the  Gazette,  and ijegards the  Australian  as " a blunderer of the first water. He declares the  Monitor  " prints on any piper that comes to hand—crown, demy, or royal—and when these cannot be had, pastes two pieces together, and tells his subscribers that he is expecting supplies from England.** The  Herald  was "chiefly made up of extracts from old newspapers and older periodicals,** and therefore is more correct than if dealing with "cramped pieces of penmanship." v

       First once a week, the  Colonist  became afterwards a bi-weekly, but it ultimately sank, like so many others had done, in 1840. While admitting the fierceness witn which the paper attacked, it must be admitted that its battles were generally m the cause of righteousness, and for the well-being of the colonists.   The Press was certainly elevated and purified by the  John Knox  of Australia.

       •'  THE ATLAS."

       This Paper, started November 90th, 1844, as a twelve-paged weekly, though only living four years, exercised no small influiftice in political circles. It was the powerful organ of the policy of Squatters, in opposition to that of Governor Gipps, who sought to restrain the Lords of the Wastes. Among its able writers were Mr. Robert Lowe, tnen a Sydney barrister, and one of the most caustic of critics, whether in the New South Wales and British Parliaments or as contributor to the Sydney  Atla^  and the London  Times»  Others on the  Atlas  came afterwards forward as distinguished statesmen and accomplished debaters—as Messrs. Martin and Forster.

       '*  THS AUSTRALASIAN CHRONICLS.*'

       This  organ  of the colonial Roman Catholics began August 2nd, 1899. Its object is thus stated : " To explain and uphold the civil and religious principles of the Catholics, and to maintain their rights, will be the primary objects of the  AustralaMan Chronicle,'*  Mr. Duncan, once a Presbyterian minister, became tne Editor. Well printed for the period, it continued for some years, though under altered names, as the  Morming Chronicle,  &c. Its motto was, "Be just, and fear not; let all the ends thou aim'st at be thy Country's, thy Grod*s, and Truth's ** (Shakespeare). The  Chronicle  Company bought out  Benfa News and New South Wales Advertiser  after two years' run.

       It was with just pride that the Editor could write on January 1st, 1842: "With this day's publication we begin the year 1842, and the fourth volume of the  Australasian Chronicle.  We greet our readers with the sincere wish of * A happy new year.' The past has certainly been one of severe trial to the prosperity of the colonists, individually and collectively; and, in the midst of commercial difficulties almost unexampled, our prospects have not been cheered by any effort to ameliorate our political condition on the part of our rulers here or at the helm of affairs in England. It is extremely gratifying to us to find that our exertions (unaided as they are, save by the pecuniary contributions of our sui)porters) have obtained for this journal a rank and influence, both in the colony and out of it, which its projectors never could have contemplated."

       As the Colonial Catholic organ, it was natural to find the following praise from the London Catholic organ, the  Tablet:  " The Press in New South Wales.—The first Paper in point of ability in this colony, and the second in point of circulation, is the Catholic Paper, the  Australasian Cfironicley which, under the able editorship of Mr. Duncan, is rendering good service to the Catholic cause."

       The paper was then the full size of 23 inches by 16, four pages of i^x columns each. Though there were no Government advertisements, there were ninety-eight others. Catholic schools and Catholic books were advertised. Among the latter were "The Holy Catholic Bible," 13s.; "The Universal Reader," 2s. 6d.; "The Complete Spelling Book," 2s. 6d.; "The Geographical Class^ook," Is. The terms at the Catholic Boarding School, Windsor, were then £22. A Masonic Institution was advertised..

       It contained O'Connell's letter to the Hon. Mr. Smyth, M.P.; the letter of Mr. C. BuUer to the " Patriotic Associations " of the colony; articles aflecting Roman Catholics; and the letter iij which Mr. O'ConneU refused his autograph to a lady, who sought it on account of the Czar of Russia, because of the Emperor's cruelty to Poland, and his persecution of Catholic Christianity. Total Abstinence and Temperance Societies then commanded excellent space in the  Chronicle;  one Catholic temperance meeting bad four columns devoted to it.

       Freedom of the Press is the subject of Editorial exultation, January 4th, 1842: "We have at the pleasure of recording the passing of an Act by the Legislative Council which does real honour to that body. The obnoxious clauses in General Darling's  Newspaper Act  are now expunged from the Statute Book, and the Press is as unfettered in this colony as in any other country. The clause by which an editor could be banished on a second conviction for libel; that which makes the publication of the names of the Editors and Proprietors necessary; that  hj  which common informers were enabled to prosecute for penalties in default of Editors entering into recognizances; that by which recognizances might be forfeited in private libel actions, are all repealed, and the Act, as it now^
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       stands,.is>entirely divested of its formerly oppressive character. The recognizances now required, if they should be enforced, relate only to convictions for ' blasphemous and seditious libels,' and may be regarded, therefore, as merely nominal by the present conductors of newspapers in New South Wales." The  Australasian Chronicle  was well got up, and displayed great ability in advocating the Catholic side of all questions.

       Between 1830 and 1840 other periodicals saw the light in Sydney. Among these was the bi-weekly Commercial Journal and Advertiser,  four pages, beginning in 18^, but enlarged to twenty-eight columns, full demy, in 1839. Mr. Barton's notice ran : "More attentive to commercial matters than anything else (1841), passed into new hands, came out as  Free Press and Cotnmercial Journal,  edited by Mr. McEachern, who was Editor of the  Colonist  when it expired."

       The  Currency Lctd—of  paltry get-up, in four pages, on August 25th. 1832, by an Australian-bom JJditor, Mr. Horatio Wells—soon came to an end. No copy of the  Alfred,  1835, was known to Mr. Barton.  HilVs Life in New South Wales  came out July 6th, 1832', but survi^'^ed only a few ■ months. M^clehose's  Pictures of Sydney and Strangers' Guide in New South Wales  was published in 1839. It was embellished with forty-four engravings, some excellently executed. " The work," said the Author, ** is so constructed as to form a faithful record of facts illustrative of the past and present state of Sydney."

       The  Sydney Standard and. Colonial Advocate  appeared in January, 1839, with four pages of six
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       printed the entire Bible."*   The title page was adorned with Crown, Sceptre, and Bible.    C. W. Kobertson was the proprietor, though it quickly dropped from his hands.

       Dr. Lang's "History of New South Wales" ana his ^'Drigin and Migration of the Polynesian Nation " were published in 1834; his volume of poems, " Aurora Australis " came in 182(5. The " First Fruits of Australian Poetry," by Judge Barron Field, appeared in 1825; W. C. Wentworth's Cambridge Prize Poem, "Australasia," in 1824; "Lays of Leisure," by the Rev. W. B. Clarke, in 1829; and ■" Stolen Moments, a Short Series of Poems," by Henry Parkes, in 1842. " A Bushman's Love Story," in two volumes, was noticed in 1841.

       Tegg's Monthly Maifo^ne,  Vol. I., March—July, 1836, contained 300 pa^es. It partly consisted of original articles on general literature, and partly of extracts from British periodical literature, with reviews of books, literary notices, the drama, &c. The Editor, among other things, remarked: ** The want of a Magazine whose pages should be devoted to general literature, avoiding the stormy arenas of politics and polemics, and combining amusement with instruction, has long been felt and . acknowledged. . . . We call upon all who feel anxious to remove from the land, whether of their adoption or their birth, the stigma under which it has hitherto laboured, to unite wfth us in endeavouring to render Australia

       * Great, glorious and free, First flower of the earth, and first gem of the sea.'"

       Temperance literature began with the  Australian Temperance Magazine  in 1837. The Pledge was then: " We agree to abstain from distilled spirits, except for medicinal purposes, and to discountenance the causes and practice of Intemperance.'* As a magazine it had but sixteen pages to the number, though reaching a third volume. Dunlop's work was often quoted. At one meeting of the old Temperance Society, the Governor, the Chief Justice, the Rev. Mr. Cowper, the Rev. Mr. Kenny, Dr. (afterwards Sir Charles) Nicholson, Mr. Windeyer, and the Rev. Dr. Lang were speakers.

       Upon a recent License Act, the Editor, in 1838, said; " Settlers have now the opportunity of . . . the use of spirits on their estates. They can combine. Let their combination be extensive, and rum will be starved out. Let Settlers take advantage of the proposed enactment, which will require a license to every dealer, and, by not taking out a license, legally bind themselves against the sale and disposal of spirits. . . . When the Settlement of Port Macquarie was founded, Captain Allman perceived there could be no peace while spirit was tolerated; he therefore prohibited it, and order was restored.   At Moreton Bay and Norfolk Island the same discipline is pursued."

       The  Tem,verance Advocate and Australasian Co'inmercial and Agricultural Intelligencer  was started October 7th, 1840, as a weekly, by James Reading, for John Fairfax, Editor and Proprietor, in four pages. It was succeeded by the  Teetotaller and General Newspaper  on January 8th, 1842, with four pages. In its 89th number, September 27th, 1843, the year of commercial distress, the JSditor was forced to write : " With this number we close our labours, at least for the present. Like its predecessor and harbinger, the  Temperance Advocate,  the  Teetotaller  has been, in a pecuniary point of view, a losing concern, and that from the beginning."

       It is amusing to see, in that mythical story of 1835, entitled "Lady Mary Fox's Account of an Expedition to the Interior of New Holland," and the "Discovery in the Interior of New Holland of a Civilized Nation of European Origin," the following: " Newspapers, IS^Razines. and other periodical publications are abundant and cheap in this country." Of one it is written : ** Its conductor was a person of very high character and great attainments." A citizen remarked to the traveller: "You just saw him riding off with our leading Minister. We have several Papers, conducted w ith various degrees of taleat and of every shade and variety of political sentiment.   We take care, since news-

       gapers cannot but influence public opinion, to induce men of reputation to engage in this department, y showing that we regard it as a most honourable employment."   N.B.—This account referred to the Interior of New Holland, and not to the Seaboard of New South Wales. The  Temperate Hercdd  was tried in 1846.

       ,^^   Among other periodicals between   1840 and 1850 may be mentioned the  Guardian,  of 1844

       ^^^^published avowedly for the middle and working classes ;  BelVs Life in Sydney,  started as a sporting ^^*^aner in 1845; the cheap  Age,  of 1845; the Squatters'  Spectator,  1846; the illustrated and  ^s itty Hect^ ofm^eople,  of 1847 and 1848: the Eadical  People* s Advocate,  &c.

       MSv^eredith has a sketch of the noisy Press times of old, remarking: "My readers doubtless remember the inimitable passages in * Pickwick,' descriptive and illustrative of tlie  KatanswiU Gazette  and the  Independent,  with the rival editors, Mr. Pott and Mr. Hurk. It is mv  siii'ere  opinion that some of the Colonial Editors here (New South Wales) have mutually resolvei^ <iu attempting an exact imitation of the style ajid manner of those renowned Papers, for their leading articles have a most curious resemblance, fraught with the most deadly hatred of each other and the same

       luimeasured powers of abuse and wholesale condemnation.   Such terms as * our base and mendacious

       contemporary; * * that tissue of ignorance and conceit, the ;' *»That mean-spirited creature, whose

       vile insinuations we despise;' together with torrents of * rascal, liar, scoundrel, fool, venom, viper, toad,' &c., &c., give an indescribable piquancy and interest to their charming productions."

       i:

       THE OMNIBUS AND SYDNEY SPECTATOR."

       This Paper was originated October 15th, 1841, with the motto, " Onmibus audet deterrere nefas.** The title page bears the representation of an omnibus with four horses. The Periodical was lively, it not discreet, and sometimes not even decent. Objections are thus m'fet in the " Weekljr Notice to Our Readers :" " You rascals I Don't And fault with the epithet, for it is fashionable ; it is quite Almackish and respectable in speaking of the noor People of New South Wales, and particularly of all those who patronise a humble, unpretending Omnibus—therefore I say again, you rascals ! This comes of your learning to read without going to a proper school, where you might pick up something of the fashions. If we should swear at you a little, or call you names, it is only from a wish to appear fashionable and respectable. You know we would not hurt you, ana we give you free leave to laugh at us every Saturday night—till twelve o'clock."

       Noticing the  Gazette s  criticism, the Editor exclaims : " We »hold a degraded position, in consequence of our not takiuR some excellent advice, and because we are an Editor of a journal that People read. We pander to the worst passions of the People. For whose passions do they pander ^wmo abuse us ? To those respectables and exclusives of course who can pay a pander. We are a scurrilous driver.   We are known to the  Gazette  as a sinner, not a saint."

       Of eight pages, four columns each, the  Omnibus  was  p ublished at the  Monitor  Office, at 32s., or 25s. in advance. It was printed and published by H. C. Wilson. There were thirty-five advertisements, paying half-a-crown for eight lines, and a penny a line over.

       In the number for October 23rd it is written: ** We are an old-fashioned fellow, a gentleman of the old school, and we have a conscience, for which reason we cannot feel comfortable in calling you, names, or allowing others to abuse us. We do not want to be a Church-and-State Paper, a Catholic, or an Exclusive Paper, a McArthur Paper, a Sir John Jamieson Paper, a Scott-and-Mitchell Paper, or an All-Dicky Paper—^in short, we would be the People's Paper, and nothing else, and we would take the Bull by the Horns. We nave eleven letters from ladies with blue noses, three from men with wooden legs, nineteen from married men calling on the Public to sympathise with them on account of their  infiimiities,  all complaining of personality. If we attended to complaints of this sort we might lay <down our pen at once."

       H. C. Wilson was declared sole Editor and Proprietor, when removed from the  Monitor  Office.   In Number 1 of the New Series, March 11th, 1843, " after a lapse of fifteen months," Mr. Jinks is named Editor;  the Paper had then forty advertisements.   There is some fun, but more vulgarity; as,^ " Master Jinks says the Young Gentlemen in the Colonial Secretary's Office had better mind their business, or else he will send old Charley Kelly to birch them."

       March 25th gives Captain O'Connell's Address to the Ladies of Sydney ; an account of a fight, and a seduction case; queer Notices to Correspondents; and such funny bits as, " A lady in Boston discharged a cook for serving up a half-dressed leg of mutton;" ana, "Wanted, a person who can calculate interest upon Promissory Notes, to apply to Mr. Thomas Burdekin."

       "THE SATIRIST AND SPORTlNa CHRONIOLE."

       Something after the  Omnibus  style, this bore as motto, " Fools are my theme, let Satire be my Song." The first number was out on Saturday, February 4th, 1843. There were four small pages of four columns in close and small print, having two advertisements only. The price was sixpence. We see: " Old Pook must forward his six bob, or we cannot receive his contribution. Subscribers only ajce allowed to scribble for our pages."   It was edited, printed, and published by T. R, Johnson.

       There were articles on Electioneering, WooUoomooloo Swells, Confessions of a Sponge, The Councillors Called over the Coals, Mr. Macarthur's Speeches, &c. A " Gallant Fight Between Bailey and Rough" is followed by "Nymph's Account of Certain Ladies." A "Peep into Grovernment House " is extremely vulgar, and personal remarks are gross and rude.

       In the 11th number it is said : " After the severe reproof which has been administered to us. as well by the Law Officers of the Crown as by private individuals, it seems strange and disgusting tnat so degraded and contemptible an imitation of our wit and pungency should have issueci from such a quarter." This was the  Satirist and Sydney Spectator^  called " a journal of beastiality and low cunning."

       The conductor (Dr. Revel Johnson, a surgeon) got a couple of years in prison for libel. Flannagan's " History of the Colony '* adds : " The printer and the publisher were severally punished with twelve months loss of liberty. The publication was universally admitted to-be a dis^ace to the City." Of the Editor, the historian remarked that he, " being too much a man of fashion for his legitimate calling (a surgeon), sought to obtain at once a livelihood and a degree ^f celebrity, by bringing to the surface that vileness which ought to be permitted to remain shrouded in its appropriate veil of obscurity."

       "ARDEN'S SYDNEY MAGAZINE."

       This young and talented, but impetuous, writer brought out his serial in 1843. In his Address, he said:  ^^ Araen'8 Sydney Magazine w&seatAolish^d with  the design of improving the taste of the Public for literary habits, and of encouraging works of art. More than this, it was commenced with the intention of  discri'ininating  on the merits of subjects and objects that came within the field of observation. The good people of Sydney, immersed in the darkness of their counting-house labours and opinions, have been long led by the received erudition of Newspapers whose characters are so thoroughly commercial, and nothing beyond it. as their readers:—Newspapers, whose paragraphs and articles, the contributions of charlatans, have been expended on warming into existence the spurious accomplishments of quack professors in the Arts, and the prurient exhalations of colonial self-meri^i^

       Although the October number had good articles upon the Aborigines, Colonial Statistics, Early History of Port Phillip, Disruption of the Church of Scotland, and was adorned with a portrait of Mr. B. Boyd, the great Squatter, the work failed. The  Heirald  came down heavily upon the haste evinced in this production, leading Mr. Arden to write: " As we slept, so we fell, and of course the Herald^s  Grenius began to worry us immediately, while even the erudite scribes of the  Observer  and Register  growled over our prostrate body."
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       THE WEEKLY BEGISTER/*

       In full, it was the  Weekly Register of Politics^ Facts and General Z^iterature,  It began July 29th, 1843. There were the " Political Kegister,*' the " Theatrical Register,*' the " Literary Register.*^ The twelye pages were of lai^ letter-post size. Fifteen advertisements only appeared m the first ii^sue. Under the head of " Political Register" was written: " It is of great importance in a State not only ito guard Society against the oppression of its rulers, but to guard one part of Society against the injustice of the other part."

       The writer, Dr. , had been long the conductor of the  Chonicle ;  hence he said in the Prospectus:

       ** Having been constantly before the Public as a writer for the last twelve years, four of which have (been spent in New South Wales, my politics must be generally known." He says the  Bepister  " will not in any case be a religious journal*, except so far as regards a strict adherence to Christian morality and maintenance of perfect religious liberty to all." The latter sentiment is appropriate in a Roman Catholic living among ruling Protestants.

       Some excellent articles appear, as, upon " Norse Mythology." A poem on " Love of Liberty," by H. Parkes, declares that

       ** Earth's ^ardian minds in every age have hymn'd Thy praise, O Liberty I in words of fire."

       Number 3 had twenty-three advertisements.   The first of the ** Heads of the Australian People * «bo be presented was " The Speaker." Mr. McLeay, came forward August 19th, 1843.  Mr. Henry Parkes had a ** Thanksgiving of Workmen for British Liberty "—

       " We thank Thee, Father, merciful supreme. That Thou hast raised o'er us fair Freedom's shield," &c.

       The " Political Register " on June 29th, 1844, had a good article on Public Education. The trial of O'Connell naturally occupied a large space.

       "THE MORNINa OHRONIOLE."

       The  Morning Chronicle  of Sydney began its course in the middle of 1843 as a weekly Paper. It "was a vigorously conducted Roman Catholic organ.

       As with other ancient colonial journals, the paper on which it was printed was not uniform in «ize or quality. Thus, while for the early part of January, 1844, it was 22i inches long by 15J, it became ^ inches on January 20th, and so continued till November 13th, when it subsided to the 22^.

       The number for January 3rd, 1844, was printed and published by Michael D'Arcy, of Bridge Street, Sydney. The price was ICte, per quarter. A correspondent is informed, respecting Delta's sonnet, that t ne printer had no Greek type. In his New Year's Address, the Editor hopes that " we aW, as time advances, shall,  pari tiasstty  aavance in  colonial wisiloin, ana in stature, and in favour "icith God and Man"'  He further said: "The Colony now labours under severe collapse and languor. Every department of labour, commerce and industry, seems alike to suffer; everything appears struck with a sort of paralysis, and men in dismay ask, * What is to become of the colony? Where is all the money gone tor" This is contrasted with a previous day, when the flockmasters "became rich-sot carriages, servants, liveries, fine houses, costly furniture; drank Champagne, Johannisberg, and Constantia; became connoisseurs in wines, and  virtuosi  in paintings and works of art." Then came the change: " The banks narrowed their discounts, and smash went the whole of our prosperity, like .a house of cards, and vanished as the dream of a drunkard."

       A meeting of Catholics was held, it is stated, on New Year's Day, at St. Mary's Cathedral, to -consider the expenditure of £30,000 for ecclesiastical purposes by Grovemment. There was an able defence of the Catholic Faith.   O'Connell and Repeal took up five columns.

       Mr. Cobden is quoted, January 20th, as declaring in Parliament that " all protective duties in favour of colonial produce ought to be abolished." A terrible catalogue of persecuting English laws is presented to the Catholic Press foe—the  Herald,  Father Mathew's Temperance Campaign is •extensively recorded. The  Herald's  attack upon Popery is thus treated bjr the  Chronicle:  "We -suppose it must be on Mr. Lowe's principle, that his organ of literary combativeness is so developed And so excited, that he is driven by an irresistible impulse to dogmatise, and so to act

       ' As if divinity had catched The itch—on purpose to be scratched.'"

       The "Loyal Australian Repeal Association" was the ancestor of later "Home Rule" associations in Australia.

       " We sincerely wish," said the Editor, " our worthy brother the  cuisinier litteraire  of the  HeraM would learn to serve up his dishes to the mental table of his readers without spilling his gravy upon us Romanists." He subseque^itly apologised to his subscribers for devoting five columns of reply to the  Australian's  slander of the Catnolic Irish.   O'Connell had six columns m a March number.

       On the 1st of May we discover that the printer has succeeded in getting some Greek type. It is employed in a reply of eighteen columns (including the Supplement) to some strictures of Dr. Lang's Colonial Observer  upon Bible Versions, Irish Landlordism and Repeal are also supplied with many columns of the Paper.

       BelVs Life in Sydney and Sporting Reviewer  is thus noticed by the  Morning Chronicle  of JTanuary 4th, 1845: " We feel satisfied that the favourable anticipations of the sporting fraternity will be realised in Dr. Johnson's publication of this day. The journal proposes to be solely one of •entertainment and sport."

       The  Sentinel,  a Protestant organ, appeared in Sydney, January 8th, 1845, and excited these remarks fibm the  Chronicle :  " This journal is the most * Vicar of Bray' afl'air we ever beheld." Allusion was thus made to its anti-Popish attacks by the March  Chronicle:  "It reminds us of a New Zealander making faces and snorting, shouting, and shaking his tomahawk in a war dance."

       The  Herald  was rebiiked for approving of female immigrants to counter-balance the exiles to be __ t to the new colony of North Australia, which was to be established by the Tory Ministry, then hsmlig Mr. Gladstone as Secretary for the Colonies. The Catholic organ of Sydney opposed that attempt " to plunge us back into that quagmire of vice and immorality from which we are only just now beginning to emerge."   The two papers were also at issue on the Tahiti question.

       Protestant      Papers arose to meet the Catholic Organ.   The  Colonial Observer,  of eight pages
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       'dated from October 7th, 1841. Mr. Barton styles this production of the fiery Dr. Lang as " another ^sectarian journal advocating Evangelical Protestantism, and attacking the Papal System."

       The former Editor of the  Chronicle  began, in January, 1843,  Duncan's Weekly Megister of PoUtica, Facts, and General Literature,  lasting three years. Mr. Duncan fought so stoutly against the Squatters, then opposed to the Grovernment, that he secured the comfortable post of Collector of •Customs at Sydney.

       The  Weekly Sun and New South Wales Independent Press  was contemporary of the  Register, thoujgh looking for support only to the working classes.

       The  Voice in the Wilderness  came out January 1st, 1846, with eight pages, 12 by 10 inches, three •columns each page. It was to " be devoted to the advocacy of religious intelUgencegenerally; but it will bestow special attention upon all that relates to the great contests between ^mith and Error, which forms so striking a feature in the present state and recent history of the Christian Church -throughout the world,'*^ There was much about Puseyism and the Scottish Free Church. The small vignette on the title page represents the Burning Bush, with the legend around, " And the Bush was not consumed."   It was published by Walter Ford, of George Street, Sydney.

       '*PKBEMAN'S JOURNAL.''

       This Roman Catholic Or^an was commenced June 30th, 1850, and had the good fortune of receiving some witty and brilliant articles from Mr. W. B. Dalley, an Australian native-born, and an Jionour to any party of any country.

       ♦*  THE EMPIBE."

       Though,this, as well as the  Freeman's Journal,  cannot be included among the early Press of the 'Colony, its struggles, early and late, would entitle it to a place, some may say, in our history. But that which commends it mainly to our consideration is its identification with two most eminent members of the Press—Mr. Bennett, the author of a most reliable work on New South Wales, long working on the  Empire  before connection with the  Sydney Evening News ; and the veteran writer, politician, and Premier, Sir Henry Parkes. The latter gained deserved honour for his able, but "trenchant, articles, and his gallant struggle for the  ILvetpire  in its contest with the  M&ming Herald, The final victory rested with the latter, as it did in Melbourne with the  Argus  over the Melbourne Herald,

       An apology for defeat is presented by Mr. Barton's "Literature of New South Wales":—" As 'One of the ablest and most consistent advocates of Liberalism, Mr. Parkes (now Sir Henry) was well fitted to carry out the enterprise on which he had entered; but journalism requires something more than political ability to make it successful. Although the  Empire  was well conducted Jby Mr. Parkes in its political and literary departments, it utterly failed in its commercial relations."

       " The  Empire,""  wrote Mr. Lan^, " was started on the Ist of January, 1851, by M^. Henrv Parkes, i&  respectable citizen, formerly of Birmingham. It is an ably conducted and highly influential Paper, thoroughly Liberal in its politics."

       1%  was published at the low charge of three-halfpence, though raised to twopence in April. •" Our object," said the Editor on January 23rd, " which vsdll be steadily kept in view in this Journal, is the social and political elevation of the working classes. Here at the outset, however, we would estate plainly and emphaticallv, that we have no desire to see the working men, with all the high Attributes of the citizen, sunk in the soured character of the politician."

       Extracts were weekhr given from the Prize Essay, by Rev. S. G. Green, on the Condition of the Working Classes of Great Britain. The Anti-Transportation movement, in which Mr. Westgarth laboured so weU, found an earnest friend in the  Empire.  The issue of February 28th, 1862, contained a letter from Smith O'Brien, then a prisoner on a Probation Station in Tasmania.

       The four pages (lOJ by 10^ inches) had four columns each. The Melbourne  Argus  was prompt to ** congratulate our contemporary on the elevation of sentiment discernible through his remarks." If commercially a failure, through mismanagement, the  Empire,  in a political sense, was a great success. 

       LIBERTY OF THE NEW SOUTH WALES PRESS.

       Although  in previous sketches of the Colonial Press the troubles of writers, not less than printers, have been noted, yet a brief statement of Sydney Press disabilities, especially during the Crovernment of Greneral Darling, seems needful.

       As those Press restrictions arose from English Legislation, a reference must be made to some Acts of Parliament.

       That of December 30th, 1819, is called " An Act to subject certain publications to the duties of stamps upon Newspapers, and to make other regulations for restraining the abuses arising from the publication of blasphemous and seditious libels."   That of 33 Geo. III. was "An Act for

       J)reventing the mischiefs arising from the printing and publishing Newspapers and Papers of a ike nature by persons not known, and for regulating the printing and publication of such Papers in other respects."

       No one could print or publish newspapers or pamphlets without entering into recognizances, or giving bond for securing fines upon conviction for libels. Delivery by printers of newspapers must be made to the Commissioners of Stamps, or be subject to £100 fine. A fine of £20 attended the sale of Papers without stamps I^ was not till 1855 that duties were removed from Papers not 4sent by post.

       Upon the English Press Acts, colonial disabilities were founded; but, as will be seen, the Press of Australia got emancipation before that of England.

       New South Wales had a  Censorship  of the Press. Some have supposed this was but nominal; but Mr. Howe, with his  Sydney Gazette,  was made to feel the pressure. One who knew him well, writing in the  Neic South Wales Magazine  for 1833, gives this tale of the past:—" But there was one fatal * fardel' which Mr. Howe was compelled to bear, and which made him literally

       "* Groan and sweat beneath a load of life— *

       his Paper was subjected to a  Censorship !  What Englishman can endure the thought. A Censorship is a damp, we might say an extinguisher, to the energies of genius." " This state of galling bondage ought to be remembered by those who happen to read the primitive volumes of our senior journal.   We can bear testimony, from personal knowledge, to the havoc made by the Censor in its

       proof sheets. Well do we remember with what pathos its Editor, when conversing with his friendis, would descant upon the hardships he had to endure. With the tears rolling down his cheeks, has the hoary veteran detailed to us the horrors he was often and often doomed to feel on receiving back his inspected sheets. Sentences altered till he could scarcely recognise a fracticsi of their original import—paragraphs struck out which were vital to the sense and consistency of his article, and sometimes whole columns amputated at one remorseless blow—were the sweet rewards of his editorial toils."

       Again: "The first instance of anything like political controversy occurred early in 1823, when the Censor, Major Goulburn, with the concurrence of the Governor, Sir Thomas Brisoane, intimated to Mr. Howe that his columns might be thrown open to a free discussion. But Sir Thomas was at heart a Liberal; and, being satisfied that the more his financial policy might be sifted, the more would its soundness be fitscertained, he ventured to open a free vent for puulic opinion. We look back to this stirring incident with delight, for it was, in truths the first famt dawn of Australian Freedom; and in little more than a year after its occurrence, the  Censorship was no MORE. This last triumph occurred in the month of October (1824), when Mr. Howe published in the Sydney Gazette  an official letter from the Colonial Secretary, announcing that the censorship had been abolished."

       Mr. Bennett, the colonial historian, declares that this memorable letter was written on the 15th of October, 1824.

       One, writing in 1809, thus spoke of the paper: " A vigilant eye was kept upon it, to prevent the appearance of anything which could tend to shake those principles of morality and subordination, on the due preservation of which depended the individual happiness, and the public security of the Settlement."

       When the Chaplain, Rev. J. Marsden, saw a libellous charge upon himself in January, 1817, he complained to the Governor about it. Grovemor Macquarie, no friend to that busy clergyman, gavfe him no redress. Appealing to the Judge-Advocate, he heard that the Colonial Secretary would take the responsibility of the article. So Mr. Marsden- filed a criminal infcn-mation against the Colonial Secretary himself, whom he accused as Censor, of being the guilty party. " When the case came to be tried," wrote the clerical author of * Answer to Calumnies,' "a verdict was given in my favour."

       The liberty of the Press was invaded three years after, during the government of Greneral Darling, who bore more resemblance to Captain Blij^h than to Sir Thomas Brisbane.

       As a first cause of the rupture came the violent strictures of the newly-started papers—^the Australian  and the  Monitor—xki^n  the severity of the Governor's treatment of two offending^ soldiers. Stung by their criticism, he made complaint to his superior in office, Earl Bathurst. That minister told him of the remedy. The Sydney Legislative Council had but to pass a law, upon the English model,  ot  Press restriction.

       A Bill was proposed to the Nominee Council, April 3rd, 1827, and readily received attention. Thia was "for imposing a duty upon all Newspapers and Papers of a like nature printed to be disposed and made public." The Gfovernment named fourpence ; the Archdeacon, sixpence ; Mr. Macarthur, the  styi'disant  patriot, one shilling. Fourpence was the sum settled to be paid on each copy so printed for sale.   If without a stamp, the penalty was £20.

       The severer Act was that " for preventing the mischiefs arising from the printing and publication of such papers in other.respects, and also for restraining the abuses arising  from  the publication' of blasi^emous and seditious libels." After May 1st, following English law, a certain declaration, or affidavit, had to be signed by printer, publisher, and proprietor, under penalty of £100, while a demand was made for recognizances of £300, and two or three approved sureties for £300, as a means of payment of fines on conviction of libel.

       A Ubel was explained as " tending to bring into hatred or contempt the Government of the said colony, as by law established or to excite his Majesty's subjects to attempt the alteration of any matter in Church or State, as 1 y law established, otherwise than bv lawful means." It was added that the second offence under the Act subjected the person to banishment from the colony. Both of the Bills were passed a first time the same day.

       Chief Justice Forbes then came to the rescue. The Bill affecting the recognizances and sureties was admitted by him as being consistent with British law, but he stoutly refused his sanction, in an official capacity, to the passing of the Stamp Act, which would be inoperative until his certificate had been given.

       Mr. Rusden, in his '* History of .Australia," quotes from an extraordinary letter of Mr. Macarthur^ May 27th, after the refusal of the Chief Justice: " The Governor maintains a profound silence. Four newspapers are published, all in the convict interest, and the editors are all desperate radicals, alike shanleless and unprincipled. Our Chief Justice is their idol, and on him they rely for protectio,n whether their libels be aimed at individuals or against Government. You can have no idea of the operation of these firebrand papers upon the common people."

       Thwarted in his object or limiting sales by the imposition of a Stamp Duty, the Grovernor determined, nevertheless, to make use of the Courts of Law to repress the disposition to libel. As  the Official Histot'y  records: "The Governor directed the Libel Law to be put in force with great riKour, and the proprietors of both the JIfontfor and  the. Austrcdian  Newspapers were prosecuted, civilly and criminallv, and both were heavily fined and imprisoned."

       Mr. E. S. Hall was " often fined and imprisoned." He was not treated with Christian courtesy by the Archdeacon, and the Governor withdrew his assigned" servants from employment. Messrs. Wentworth and Wardell, of the  Australian,  were fined £100, and sent to prison for six months, fop the assertion that the Ruler set up his own will for the law.

       General Darling, whose administration was for a time a Reign of Terror, defended himself well with the British Minister, sending answers to the score of charges made by the Press, which, as he remarked, "formidable everywhere, is, from the peculiar composition of this community, extremely-dangerous here." He added, " The Papers are totally regardless of all decorum." He deplored their effect amongst the convict population. He told the Secretary in London that the conduct of the Monitor  "has from the first been seditious and inflammatory in the highest degree."

       On IDecember 4th, he wrote: " I am decidedly of opinion, that any restraint which it may be deemed proper to impose on the Press should, be effected through the means of Parliament rather than oy the local Government, as, whatever may be done in that respect, will, to a certainty, excite feelings df general dissatisfaction here."

       Chief Justice Forbes, in writing to Governor Darling, December 1st, 1826, advised a suspension

       -!
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       of local action till they saw what the British Parliament would do.   " It is proposed," said he, " that   ^

       no Newspaper shall be published without a previous license ^rom the Governor, which license shall   j

       be made resumable by the Grovernor under circumstances which, however guarded, do, in fact,   \

       reduce the act of resumption to one of mere discretion of the Government."   He then quoted the   ■

       great saying of Lord Ellenborongh :   " The law of England is a law of liberty; and, consistently   .'i

       with this liberty, we have not what is called an  imprimatur—there  is no such preliminary license   ^

       necessary."   j

       The  Monitor  of May 11th, 1827, took a business view of paying, every Monday, a thousand four  %

       pences in advance — "so much additional capital that will be hereafter required to conduct the   i

       Public Press of these young colonies." The Eai tor looked to his neighbours, saying: "Now Mr. Howe {Gazette)  has an extensive stationery warehouse to run to; and Dr. Wardell  (Australian),  by devoting his talwits to the Bar, would gain more than he does by his journal. But our subsistence is our Press.. This is our * ewe lamb,' and along with it we have eight others of a nlore expensive •description.  "Bnt the profitable  lamb is virtually.taken from us, while the flocks and herds of the rich C&uncilmen are spared."

       *  The Australixin ot  May 9th, had: " We exclaim.  Monstrous  1 The people parade up and down the streets, meet in groups, and cry.  Monstrous  ! The people are horror-struck—they dread the •consequences; they justly regard this Act as the precursor of other and of worse Acts." It holds up to ridicule such Councilmen as John Macarthur and'Archdeacon Scott, saying: "These are the men who have passed an Act which annihilates the freedom of the British Press in a British Colony. Lead may settle us, but a fourpenny stamp \C'lll not; a prison will not; banishment will not."

       The prepayment was made; but, as the Chief Justice would not certify the Act, it was dropped silently, ana on May ^th the paid Stamp Duty was returned to the printers.

       The  Australian  made merry with the Banishment Clause of the Act, exclaiming: " How the members of the House of Commons will crack joke upon joke at the fancy of banishing Editors from Botany Bay I   Banishment from Botany Bay I   Ha I ha! ha 1 ha I"

       Governor Bourke came to throw oil on the troubled Press waters. The unrepealed Act of 1827 had been amended in January, 1830, the fine bein^ placed at £100 for each offence, and the unlimited banishment period toned down. But the British voice being raised, the  Banishment  item was withdrawn in September, 1831.

       A controversy arose in Sir Richard Bourke's time about the employment of a clever convict, named Watts, in the  Gazette  office, who wrote articles in praise of the Governor, and was not, therefore, resumed by Government. Mr. Mudie, a country Magistrate, reported as hard upon his prisoner servants, was the object of severe criticism by Watts. Th<? work of Mr. Mudie, "Felonry of New South Wales," exposed the conduct of prisoner scribes, especially Watts. Dr. Lang honoured the Magistrate in these words: " Your exertions in endeavouring to bring to justice one of the greatest pests of society with which this colony has been afSicted entitle you to the commendation of the colony." Even his whilom patron was eventually obliged to send the man, though then married to the widow of Mr. Howe, to the penal Settlement of Port Macquarie, where he was accidentally drowned.

       The "Gagging Act" was long inoperative, though the impetuous Judge Willis, annoyed with the Papers, revived the unused law in 1841, demanding recognizances from Mr. Arden, of the  Port Phillip Gazette,  leading the Editor to observe, November 20th: "When we acquaint the world that this Act arbitrarily provided for the banishment of a party twice convicted of a seditious or blasphemous libel, it will be equally easy to account for their amazement as for the anxiety of the Press to effect its abrogation. To display the whole tyranny of this Act to such of our readers as are unacquainted with the law of libel, we may explain that, as it is in the power of a judge to attach any subject of the Crown for a libel on the administration of justice, and to declare it seditious on the solitary dictum of his own reason, every public writer was at the mercy of one man's passions or prejudices."

       On Governor Gipps' visit in 1841 to Melbourne, then a town of New South Wales, he was presented with the following document:—

       •'  The Memorial of the Editors and Proprietors of Newspapers Published at Melbourne " Respectfully showeth—
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       passed

       from tL_ ^_  ^   ^   ^   .  .      ,   ^   .   , .    ,

       and for regulating the printing and publishing of   sucn Papers in other respects, &c.,' which Act has, under your Excellency's administration, been made applicable to Port Phillip.

       " The Act of Governor Darling, to which your Memorialists have just referred, was passed at a period when New South Wales was almost exclusively a penal settlement. It is, consequently, altogether unsuitable to the condition of a free colony, several of its clauses being of an excessively severe and stringent character, wholly at variance with the principles of the British Constitution.

       " Your Memisrialists are, moreover, impressed with a belief that the Act referred to was declared by competent authorities irreconcilable with the spirit of British law, and was, therefore, disallowed-by his late Majesty George IV.;  and, consequently, that Editors ^and Proprietors of Newspapers published in Melbourne are placed in the anomalous position of having made applicable to them the provisions of a law which is not in existence.

       ^  Your Memorialists therefore pray that your Excellency will be graciously pleased, at the first Sittings of the Legislative Council, to introduce a Bill relieving your Memorialists from the operation of the Act 8 Greorge IV., and placing the Press of the colony on the same footing as the Press in Great Britain.

       "And your Memorialists will ever pray, &c."

       The Printers and Proprietors of Newspapers in Sydney forwarded a similar petition in December. The Attorney-General read this, and moved that a Bill be prepared, &c.; tne Colonial Secretary seconded the motion. The Governor, as President of the Council, said that the " Banishment Clauses" were not in the laws of England, and he should be glad to see them repealed here, and that any sued for penalties under this Act might apply to stay proceedings under certain circumstances.

       The end of the Legislative action is thus expressed by the  Sydney Gazette :  " The Newspaper Act, amended as it now stands, removes the Editors, &c., of the public journals from a position truly degrading, to one more favourable than that enjoyed by their brethren in England or in any of her dependencies."

       -        ——— . ———— ■ ———      ..  1'

       Grovemor Gipps observed: "This Act was passed to relieve the Newspaper Press of the colony from what were felt to be the hardships of some enactments passed in the time when General Darling was Governor of New South Wales, and modelled on the 60th Geo. III. c. 8 and 9, which were two of Lord Castlereagh's celebrated  Six Acts  of 1819.**

       Common informers could no longer trouble the publishers, who were only chargeable on the suit of the Attorney-General. The ?ress gentlemen, too, were no longer subject to banishment on a second conviction. His Excellency further added: " The only other provision of the Act is the-last,, which renders it unnecessary tnat in future the name of the Editor as well as the Proprietor, Printer, and Publisher should be entered at the Office of the Colonial .Secretary; and this also Is In conformity with the English Law, no mention bein^ made in any English Act of the Editor as a. distinct person from the Publisher. The Publisher is, I believe, by the Law of England, considered to be the Editor, and not the person who may write the leading articles, or have the general management Of the Paper.'*

       In February of 1841, Newspaper conductors received another source of comfort, it being then determined that Proprietors were justified in continuing the insertion of advertisements, not ordered for any specific number of times, until the same were ordered to be withdrawn.

       EARLY STRUGGLES OF THE TASMANIAN PRESS.

       Though  the successful establishment of a colony on the banks 'of the Derwent in Van Diemen's. Land was effected in January, 1804, by the removal of a party of prisoners from Port Phillip, where they had been brought from England under Colonel Collins, yet the primitive  Sydney .Gazette  on June 12th, 1803, described the earlier settlement of Hobart at Kisdon.

       Lieutenant-Governor Collins had brought with him to the i)lace he called Hobart Town—the earlier settlement at Risdon having been named  Hobart —^a printing press, type, &c., from England* Though Public Orders were soon printed thereby, it was not until 1810 that an attempt at a newspaper was made.   This was the

       "DERWSKT  STAB AND  VAN  DIEMEN'S LAND  INTELLIGENCEB."

       We will first give the several accounts left concerning it. The  Sydney Gazette  of September 1st, 1810, notifies the arrival of the ninth number at Port Jackson, adding: "The proouction of & periodical Print in an infant sister settlement, must convey to the mind a strong idea of its rapid progress, and of the energy of our liberal Government in countenancing and supporting such exertions as are laudable and beneficial in their tendeucv. The  Derwent Star  is a neat publication, published every fortnight on a quarto size. It contains the Government Orders and various articles of intelligence, of the style of which the above will serve as a specimen, together with some advertisements. To the public patronage it particularly lays claim as a medium of information devoted to the public use; but, unfortunately, its limited circulation cannot promise any very considerable advanti^ to those engaged in it. Should any of our Readers, however, incline their aid to the support of this infant production, we beg leave to lay before them the Publisher's proposals, which are as follows :—Subscribers to pay 10s. per (quarter, or £2 annuallv. Single papers are sold at 2s. each."   The  Sydney Gazette  received subscriptions for the  Deirwent Star,

       Mr. Fawkner*s  Launceston Advertiser  had a characteristic Press narrative on August 3rd, 1829: " The first newspaper published in this country was called the  Derwent Star and van Diemen's Land Intelligencer,  It was edited by G. P. Harris, Esq., D.S.G. (Deputy Surveyor-General), and printed by George Clark, and, inprocess of time, Clark, wanting assistance, took as his servant the present printer of the  Colonial Times  (A. Bent), and they for a. length of time continued together as master and man; but, by a successful manoeuvre, they—fortunately for the * errand boy' from the  PvJblic Ledger  Omce in Warwick Sauare, London—disagreed, and the master was dismissed by the Government, and the * modest Franklin of Tasmania' became sole and original proprietor. This took place some fifteen or sixteen years back, and yet this very modest man, of great literary attainments, would have people to believe that he knows a great deal about Mr. Brougham, at least he has so stated in one of his strictures upon the  Tasinanian^  although he came to the colony a mere boy, and has resided in it sixteen or seventeen years."

       The same Paper, addressing the  Colonial Times  on November 9th, said: " Recollect, Egotist, that G. Clark is the Father of the Tasmanian Press, and also that, when you arrived in this country, Glenorchy was cultivated with the hoe, and that some people at that time could scarcely read or write." The last remark refers to Mr. John Fawkner himself, who, as a young man, had a small farm  &t  Glenorchy, outside of Hobart, and was then poor and uneducated.

       West's " History of Tasmania " gives us this account:—

       "In 1810 Collins attempted to establish a newspaper, the  Denvent Star and Van Diemen's Land Intelligencer,  printed by J. Barnes and G. Clark at the Government Press, Hobart Town. Though but a quarto leaf, with broad margin and all the contrivances which dilate the substance of a journal, it was much too large for the settlement, where often there was nothing to sell; where a birth or a marriage was published sooner than a paragraph could be printed; where a tcuste for general literature had no existence, and politics were excluded. The chief contents were droll anecdotes and odd exploits.

       "The second number contains a rather pompous account of Governor Macquarie's inauguration at Sydney. The next issue, besides a Government Order or twc^ describes the feat of Barclay, the pedestrian—a thousand miles in a thousand hours—the wonderful longevity of Joseph Ram, aolack of Jamaica, who died in his 140th year; then the greatness of Lambert, whose body weighed 52 lbs. fourteen times told, and who was sent by an inclined plane into his grave. Then follows an eulogy on the Governor's profession, one trial, one ship, two births, and one marriage. The notice of a wedding is characteristic and unique, the first published by the Tasmanian Press: * On Monday, 26th ult., R. C. Burrows to Elizabeth Tucker, both late of Norfolk Island. They had cohabitea together fourteen years, verifying at last the old adage, * Better late than never.' Such were the topics of this ephemeral journal, which, however, survived the Grovemor himself."

       The "Van Diemen's Land Almanac" of 1829 had this version: "A little newspaper, containing half a sheet of foolscap (?) printed on both sides, called the  Denvent Star,  printed for a few weeks by Messrs. Barnes and George Clark; Governor Collins having brought out a foolscap press, type, &c..
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       and his  Orders  having been printed for some time, both at Port FhlUip and in Van Biemen'g Land under a tree in the woods.**

       The first issue  qt  the  Star  appeared January 8th, 1810, and was followed by about a dosen numbers, oocuning at intervals of a fortnight. The British Museum has a  fac-avmUe  copy of No. 7, Tuesday, April &rd, 1810, bearing the f<dlowing note: ** The original  Denctnt Star  was lORhited on two sides of a sheet of prmting paper this size [that of ordinary folio letter paper]. The only numbers extant are three issues ot No. 7, of which, besides the oopy in Mr. Calder s possession, one copy is in the Museum of the Boyal Society (Hobart), the other m the library of the Hon. James B^d Scott.   In the followii^, all peculiarities of orthography have been foUowed.**

       There is at the top the BoyaL arms, above which is a star, with a triangle in its centre. The title,  The Derwknt Star and Van Diembn*s Land Intslligbncivl  is in small caps. Under it are the words "Published by Authority.** It is declared to be "Printed by G. Clark, at the Crovemment Press, Hobart Town.** The two pages are in two columns each, the paper being neariy a foot square.

       No. 7 is wholly taken up with an account of the sudden death, and processional funeral, of the late Lieutenant-Governor (Colonel Collins), who was said to have '* departed this life at tne age of about fifty-four years.**   The following lines head the narrative :—

       ** Alas! what is human life! How like the diaFs tardy moving shade, Bay after day slides from us unperceived« The cunning fugitive is swift by stealth, Too subtle IS the moment to be seen I Yet soon the hour is ux>—and, we are gone t**

       Among the remarks upon the deceased, it is said: " The person of our late Lieutenant-Governor was graceful and commanding.   His manners were affable and kind.   He had read much.**

       The  General Order  for the day observed: " It hath pleased Almighty God to take suddenly from us His Honor,**  Sec  All spirit shops were commanded to keep closed during the day of the funeral, and fifty-seven guns were fired upon the occasion.

       In the order of procession, given  on  the second page, the figure of a coffin is marked, with the names of the bearers, three on each side of it. The chaplain, Bev. B. Knopwood, and the surgeon, Mr. Bowden, headed the party, and not less tlian six hundred persons followed. On the succeeding Sunday, an eloouent and appropriate sermon was preached in the long room of Government House, the text being from Bev., chap, xiv., verse 13.

       Upon the decease of ^e  JJerwent Star,  and after an interval of nearly four years, a fresh attempt was made to get up a newspaper.   This, also published by authority, was

       *« THB VAN DIEMBN*8 LAKI> GAZBTTE AND GENERAL ADVERTISER."

       In the writer's ** Curious Facts of Old Colonial Days,*' is this account of it :— .   " The first number is thus dated: * From Saturday, May 14th, tp Saturday, May 21,1814.*   Mr. Barnes is not on the staff, as the only name is ' G. Clark, Ftinter, Hobart.*   The second number is from May 21 to June 4.   It was, therefore, a fortnightly production.

       '* The throes of approaching dissolution may oe supposed from the intimation in September: * Want of type obliges us to delay several other interesting extracts till our next.* There were altogether nine numbers; the last coming September 24th.'*

       Upon the failure of this second attempt to establish the Press in the Southern Isle of Beauty, there was a pause of nearly two years. Tne exigencies of the Hobart Town Government, rather than the impatience or necessity of the people, led to the origbiation of the third trial—which proved to be a successful one.   That was recognised as

       *« THE HOBART TOWN GAZETTE.**

       Six years after the departure of the short-lived  Derwent Star,  there arose the  ilobart Town Gazette and SotUhem Reporter.  ** Published bv Authority.**

       The first number, on Saturday, June 1st, 1816, was a half-sheet of foolscap, in two columns on each of the two pages. It was a  manvscript  issue, and was followed by two pages in number 2, but the full sheet of foolscap in number 3. Number 4 of June 22nd, was the earliest  printed  copy. The writing of the three manuscript issues was in the same hand.

       Across the page of number 1, under the title, we read: " His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor has thought proper to direct that all public communications which may appear in the  Hobart Town Gazate and Sovihem Reporter  with my official signature, are to be considered as official communications to those Persons to whom they may relate.

       " By command of His Honor,

       **  Thomas Allen Lascellbs,  Secretary^**

       The first Official Order Is connected with the observance of the Birthday of Greorge HI., on June 4th. On that occasion the soldiers, superintendents and constables were to have a pound of fresh meat and half a pint of spirits. An advertisement follows about the sale of some tobacco at 7s. per lb. At the sitting of the Magistrates, a ticket-of-leave man lost his indulgence and liberty for receiving stolen goods. Half the Paper is taken up with an anecdote concerning Frederick of Prussia. The ship news notes the presence of four vessels in Port. Finally we have, " Hobart Town; Printed by Andrew Bent.**

       Number 2, June 8th, narrates the circumstances attending the Birthday festivities, when "a sumptuous and splendid Dinner was given at Grovemment House" to the officers and gentlemen of the colony, and when " hilarity and loyalty pervaded every breast, and tha hours passed with the utmost conviviality." A foot race took place between twelve gentlemen that day, from Battery Point to New Town.   The first six at the goal were to be treated with a dinner by the slower half dozen.

       Captain Nairn had erected a wharf on Hunter's Island, thoueh a causeway was wanted thence to the Hobart main. As the females had some objection to the sight of swinging bodies by the wharf^ tiae gibbets were removed to another spot. Colonel Geil's loss of his four hoys, going home to England, is given from the father's letter. The brig  Sophia,  from Gordon's River, with pine, brought news of a coal mine. A reward was offered for a missing horse. Persons were warned not to harbour certain runaway convicts.

       B

       U   JBiJlLT 81AUG6XES OF THB AUSTRALIAN PRESS.

       »saKJbet9baMiSiB Ordtg Wiigg^eiktLii^   Another Orderi«oulrtes

       payment for cattle lent by Government. A letter to the Printer gives an exfemct from a wora: moa MBOKtotn Sc c neiy, A low aoooimt is giren of the «oaiitiy about Maoqfaaris fijofioBr and Fort Bamej, ezokxedIqr '*tho boMaad enitenninng peracfrvmAoe of an indivldiial ki * ^ivtele-boa/L"  Mr, 0.1ioGaitky,tlioii|^lteB^«weTOfiistentendbyCi9^^   ReleMiioe is ma^e

       tpAfaediscovety tfaegeaf aa Ineqdb—atahie mine of ^oat, and of H m o rt otte, OrieHoB Auk was to be the aoHieflf Baoea. Atilw'enA of tint iwmiMr it is jobwrved: "Theaaxiraiof anewfonfrof  Typehtis^ «Bqp«eted ahortiy, wlien the oolaanis of this Paper will be caloved.*'

       So, on June 22, 16M, the ^iSajettr appewed in the  mw  type, <on  tmo  pages of -poor feoiacap. (Sorvemor Davey, thrauli <iie Coimttiaaafy'sOiBoe, notifies thetendenof fresh meat for the Stores. tmd wepeeAs  the wamuie aba«t faa rf bonring nmawagns. A letter to the Printer directs «(donlia attention to the crowth of hops, with a desoiption of the modeof ealturs ia Kent. A wedding Is rhiaiiiiliiil, as aiw a Call of snow on Table Moatttala, now kaowa as Moant Wofliagton. Oathe caj^ture of General Clout we have some verses about Marshal Ney:

       ** Xo wonder that Hoskwa was put to the roat^ For first he got  Hovted^  and aezt lost his Qout.**

       The Paper of .Tune 29th, has more about haps, and aiach gloriAcation upon the despatch of 25,000 bushels of Tasmanlan wheat to Port Jackson. Whales were coming up the Bay, to the comfort of the whalei-s. A publican led the widow hostess of another hotel to the altar, '* after a tedious courtship of two years."   No less than six advertisements occur, besides a Grovemment Notice.

       An Order affecting bakers took up more than three-fcMirths of another two-paged Paper. Some one advertised for a  lost  book, with tne heading  **  Mislaid.*' Two hundred lashes were to be given for an intruder into another man*B house at night. One Bridget, for theft, had to " wear the iron osliarfiar 28 days,*' and a droakea dniainier paid 5s. fine to the King. Meat was si4d then at nine- ' pence. Number 7 was ooatent with only three c<^amn8 of print, whida limited sapply was oontinaed for BOfike aMUrths afteCi

       On Aagust  trd  were dievva adrertisemeats. On the hricitwoik of the new voal being flnii^ed,'the Governor, who had a saUor's love of grog, gave half a pint of ram to ea^ meeaanie and labourer on the bailding. Mike Howe and twehre other Bushrangers oeeapy one-thifd  ot  the Paper. After eight liaeo of ^pieer riiyme, wemad—"** The Brinter thaaks the Gentkouin wiM» was kind enoiigh to forward tbe  abwe,  and hopes for his futare favors.*'

       Aa Anwrieaa extract on Bees takes up tJiiae-fovrths of one Pi^wr, imt leaves room for t^is Notice: **  The Printer begs leave to remind the subscribers to this Paper, that a quarterns pa3rDaent becomes daecn Satmday next, theDlst instant. It is almost nnaeoessary for him to mention that, as tliis^ Publication is only in its infancy, he has no doubts of panctual payments; at the same time he is very grateful for the encouragement his exertions have alrecwiy met with."

       Numbers 16, .22,2^ 26,27,^ 43,44,46 were compelled, by Printers' neoeBsiUes, to appear in the primitive  manuscript  form. From the Record Office copy a photograph was taken, and is here reproouced. . Gas, to most readers never before heard of, was used on the Lcnrd Mayor's I>ay 1815. when it was said: "it so completely penotanates the whole atmosphere, and at the same time is so genial to the eyesight, that it appears as n»<iind and pure as daylight." A descrijytion of Bonaparte's house at St. Hetena takes up half the space, December 7th. A gallon of rum reward was offered for a missing tame Kangaroo.   Another oAered a gallon <^ ram for news of a missing boat.

       »umber 39, February 22,1^7, records the consecration of a piece of ground, on which St. David's church was to be erected. After the peformance by the chaplain, the Bev. Robert Knopwood, *'a neat and appropriate Masonic oration was delivered ova member of the Society;" afterwhichj **they psrto(« of a very handsome cold coUition, all anticipating the increasing prosperity and happiness of ¥an Diemen's liand.**

       ^pon the foundation stone of the church was inscribed: "To perpetuate the Memory of His Honor the late David Collins, Esquire, Lieutenant-Governor of Van Diemen's Land, and Colonel in the Royal Marine Forces, Departed this life the 24th of March,  a.d.  1810." The  Saint,  therefore, after whom the church was called, was not the' Patron of Wales.

       A March immoer has this story of a Hobart Wife Aucticu: "A Hibernian, whose finances were rather low, brought his wife to the hammer this morning, and although no way prepossessing in appearance to the amazement of all present, she was sold and delivered to a settler for one gauon of rum and 2D ewes. From the variety of bidders, had there been any more in the market, the sale would have been very brisk."

       In the above extract, the Printer, being short of the nroper letter, had to employ capital A in the middle of several words. In an urgent appeal to subscribers, he tells them that * payments will prove very acceptable."

       l^iough the  Gazette  continued through 1817 to have but two pages, an occasional page was thrown in as a Supplement. The issue was most generally of two columns on the first page, and one column on the second. Governor Sorell and his wife, going overland in June to Port Dalrymple, were escorted by a narty of soldiers. There was more fear from Bushrangers than from the wild Natives. The dnapj^in was then charged with holding communication with Bushrangers.

       Aa the Paper had to undergo revision at the Colonial Secretary's Office before publication, one can {^predate the statement, in writing, at the end of the second i>age, SeptemlMsr 6th, 1817: "The District General Muster occasioned the absence of all from the Secretary's Office before this page was set", hence the horrid stuff to be found in it." Thus we read, referring to a lady's death, in Macquarie ^.i^et:  *^  May her lamentable sufferings g^ve the females of this colony an obliterated lesson of the strictest precaution I"

       Number 74 has no local news, and but four advertisements, One of the latter was a warning not to trust a woman from whom the protector had separated. In October, 1817, we learn the death of a woman who was the first female married in Australia—i.e., under a marquee, on March 23rd, 1788. In the first issue of 1818, the Printer threatened his defaulters with legal proceedings. Advertisements, mostly official, filled three of the four pages. Number 82 was wholly filled with advertisements; but a Supplement supplied a little space for news. A Supplement, and an Additional Supplement, were taken up with details of the death of the Princess Charlotte, the Paper being in deep mourning bands. j The size of the foolscap paper varied repeatedly in width and length, while fiuctuating frequently in I thickness. Hie division of the page into three narrow columns, instead of two l»oadones, came in :J May of 1818, in which year the issue was still of two pages foolscap. Over five of the six columns of January 2,1819 were of advertisements. The aext paper was full of Government Notices and Orders.
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       Svdney news came very ixregttlarly to Hobart; if coming to Palrymple, Laancestoiij it took aUNag time before it reached HoMurt tikroaKh the bush. English news was given when adverttsementa were £ew» The  Hobaart Town Gazette Ejmraordincuy^  S^tember 13^ 1S20, records the death of GeoiBB HI., upon a pogi^ ^ ^®>7 eoarae paper, the width of foolscap, but two inches longer. The ooronattoa of Gpeo^ XVT nearly filled the two pages of a Sui^Iement. November 18th, 1820L

       The increase of size took place on January 6th, 1821,. being 14 inches by dL two pages,, with six columns. The advertisements occupied three columns and a half, and Briush news a coiumn. Sui>plements were few and far between. Errors were duly noted; as, '* For 2QB Ibs^ of tobacco ana 78  IbB. of aogar, read 2t> lbs., of tobacco and 263 lbs. of sugar.**

       On April 7th, 1821, the Publisher of the  Gazette  asked for subscribers to the montUy  Aus(raiiaa% MtHfazin/e,  to appear in 8vo., May 1st, the advertisement of which was nearly a column and a half. Then was the notice of the first hive of bees by a liverpool vessel; adding, "Thebee has not before been imported into Van  I^%a&n*s  Land."

       The Printer announced in April, 1821, ah exteni^on of his business; thus,  **  A« Bent b^^ le&re  to state that he hns commenced COPPraL-PIiATE PRINTING, which he trusts will be executed in such a Manner as to give general satisfaction; and begs also to inform those gentlemen who are . disposed to issue Promissory Notes, &c., that any motto or other matters they may wish to have enoorsed thereon, so as to render doubly the Hazai^d of Counterfeit, will be accomplisned in  Lbtter PBJ9SS, free of any extra charge.**

       A Sui^lement, in blue paper, is seen for August 25th,. 1821, followed by ojie on thin post, and a third on long, narrow paper. The  Gazette  informed reaiders that the hull of a cedar PhoBmcian vessel had been discovered near Cape Town. The Colonial Chaplain had anunged in 1822 to have services at four places, though not all on the same Sunday. The Bev. N. Turner was advertised in June 1^» to pceach in the TVesleyan Methodist Chapel, Ai|nrle Street, Bev. William Horton being the resident minister. Mr. Benjamin Nokes then advertised his Sunday School for children of all denominations. On  July 27th, 1822, is the story of an attempt at the murder of Mr. B. Howe, the first Ausiaraliaik Printer: " At an abrupt comer of the street the villain turned, and rushing upon Mr. Howe, plunged a bayonet into his breast, and disai>peared. Mr. Howe reached a friends house, exhausted, and weltering in his blood; and surgical aid being immediately called in, a ragged wound in the breast was discovered, which narrowly escaped the mngs.**

       The  CrCBzette  of January, 1823y was enlaiKed to 16^ inches by 11^, of four columns a page, but stIH .only two pages. The conductor remarked: "We this day commence the eighth volume of the ,  Hqhart Town Gazette,  increasing it in size somewhat beyond that of last year* We regret that we are unable, from the non-arrival t>f our type from England, to enter upon the year with a Paper of four pages; but as our printing material will, we are assured, arrive nere shortly, we feel happy in the i^rospect of being speedily enabled to iHiblish nearly one half more matter, than we have hitherto had it in our power to give.**

       A column and a hali of the eight columns could be devoted to news. Names of the advertising shopkeepers were sub seq uently to be recognised among colonial bankers, merchants, squatters, legislators, &c. Of the Weslevan chapel, then erecting in Melville Street, it was advertised: '^Bricks, lime, timber, nails, window glass, cartage, bricklayers, carpenters' and stone ihasons labour will be thankfully received, as well as cash.**

       Advertisements for the Saturday Paper were required to be sent in and paid for on Wednesdays. As, in 1823, the Post Ofiice undertook to send newspapers to eight country stations^ to the care of the District Constables, it was duly reported: "Gentlemen, settlers and others, desirous of taking in this  Gazette,  can now receive it at a re^lar and fixed time every week, at almost any part of the Island, by sendiiu[ their names to the Printer."

       Being in the Dark Ages, before the light of responsible government, and the advent of Colonial Public Debts, the autocratic rulers of the Island, careful guardians of the Public Purse, managed to begin the financial year, March 31,1822, with a balance in hand of £5,042, though the year's income, &om duties, &c., was but little more; as, with that balance, the revenue was £10,7^. Surely the printer ought then to get in his accounts.

       The chaplain, Mr. Einopwood, retired on a pension, after twenty years* service, and was succeeded by the Rev. WilUam Bedford. Subscriptions from lOs. to £5 58. were announced towards building the Scots' church, besides a large amount for a Minister's stipend. Again had the Printer something to say. May 3,1823: "By the  ThaXiay  a new Patent Printing Press has been imported to Van Diemen's Land, for the use of the  Hobart Toivn Gazette ;  but our long expected New Types, which were to have been sent out by this vessel also, we are sorry to sav, have noB arrived; though we have confidence that the want in our typographical department of that most essential article. Type, will be actually and (we may add) completely supplied ere the close of the present year.**

       A great improvement in the Paper of Julv 5th was thus accounted for: "We have at length the satisfaction of informing our readers that we have received by the ' Berwick* from England an entire new font of typcj from Uie letter foundry of Messrs. Caslon and Livermore, of London, and that this week's  Gazette  is. for the first time, composed with it. The chief advantages arising from its adoption, will be round by our Headers, in tne power it affords us of publishing, at least, one-third more matter, than we have hitherto been enabled to give on the same proportion of paper. Having now the means to enlarge our Paper, we feel happy in stating, that the  Hobart Totvn Gazette wm. make its appearance, at the commencement of the new year, with four pages of the present size, printed on superior English {>aper.*'

       In September it was stated that "a new Almanack, calculated for the meridian of this island, under the sanction of Grovemment will, it is expected, make its appearance in Van Diemen's Land next year.**

       At last the four pages came forth with No. 400, January 2,1824; leading the Editor to remark: " Our  Gazette  has found its wa y in to many parts of the world, and we have seen extracts from it in Journals from East'to West. We feel a pleasure in having it in our power now to state that, our enlarged Paper will henceforth enable us to give publicity to  all  communications which may appear usefm or interesting to our readers.** The Paper nad certainly some good EngUsh information in its columns, and nearly eighty advertisements.

       The  Tasmanian  was advertised January 7th, 1825, to appear as a new weekly in Launceston, the 12th inst. With the beginning of 1825, the  Gazette  was enlarged again by an inch in length of page, and nearly as much in breadth. In his self congratulation, the Printer recalls the past history of his little Paper, saying: " Few except ourselves can comprehend even a tithe of the difficulties which ten-years ago we had to grapple with ; our type was so limited that we could not compose, at once,
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       more than is contained in  one  of our present-sized columns I There was no printing ink in the colony, but what we were necessitated to manufacture in the best possible manner tor ourselyes, and common Chinese paper, no more than half the size of foolscap, and which two sheets were consequently obliged to be pasted together for each  Gazette,  cost  two  guineas sterling per ream !**

       Notwithstandiuff the increased size, the Paper's price was lowered 12s. per annum, with a reduction on long aavertisements of a penny a line. But, said the worthy Printer, " owing to the verr great expense by which the publication of this  Gazdtte is  now attended, and as the modeo^f giving credit for the Paper is accompanied bv losses continually increasing, ne will in future be obliged to look to all persons whatever {including, of course, those who even now take the  Gcteette) for a quarter s payment in advance.**

       The Publisher regretted being '* compelled to withdraw the  Gazette  from all his country subscribers who are, and have been, long in arrears, unless they oblige him with an immediate settlement, and the written undertaking of some responsible person in Hobart Town to pay his demands in future  when due^

       At a public dinner, in honour ot Governor Sorell. April 7,1825, the toast of " The Liberty of the Press ** was greeted with long, loud, and reiterated plaudits. Mr. Gresson, J.P., declared that, in " a well directea Press, the Public, even in the worst of times, will find their safeguard from oppres> sion.** A correspondent.  Colonist,  bdgan a series of letters to Governor Arthur, in the  Gazette,  April 1825, characterised by great force and candour. One letter took up three columns small type, cleverlv and boldly ciiticising public affairs. But for such letters. Bent, the printer, would have escaped imprisonment and fines.

       In notices to correspondents we learn that " Miranda's poetry is too good for vulgar eyes to gaze on.*' Ui>on a report that Dr. Ross, with the aid of Government, was about to start a Paper, Mr. Bent had no objection to supply him or others " on very liberal terms, a sufficiency of new type, with one of our best and largest presses.*** A " Launcestonian" wrote in May that Mr. Roes offered''£900 sterling per annum to Mr. Howe, with half the profits of his Paper, if he would remove it from Launcescon to Hobart Town, to be printed as a Government  "Paper  alone.'*

       A Press Trial took place, August 1st, 1825, before a military jury, that cast the poor Printer. The particulars are thus reierred to afterwards: " On Monday last, Mr. Bent, the Proprietor, Printer, and Publisher of this journal, was again found guilty upon another  Ex Officio  Information, for a series of libels. The information consisted of eleven counts; seven of which, being defective from clerical errors, were abandoned- by the Attorney-Greneral, and Mr. Bent was, of course, acquitted thereon. But the remaining four still comprehenaed all the articles set forth in the information, except one, the letter of * A Colonist,' in reply, &c.*' The same Paper reported the trial of Mr. Baines, of the Leeds Mercury,  for libel in 1824.

       A sort of apology came January 7th, 1826, saying: "We had hoped that the arrival of new materials would nave enabled us to commence the year by paying our respects unrestrained to our subscribers and friends." The Paper was certainly infenor in general  get-up  to what it had been before competition appeared. There were, however, forty-nine advertisements, of which fourteen were Grovemmfent ones.

       Mr. Bent brought out in 1818 the earliest Tasmanian work. In the Preface we read: " As it forms the first pamphlet from a very confined Press, the Editor claims for it the indulgent consideration of his readers. It was entitlea " Michael Howe, the last and worst of the Bushrangers of Van Blemen's Land."

       "THE   TASMANIAN."

       The  Sydney Gazette,  of November 18th, 1824, announced that the son of Mr. Howe, the Sydney printer, would start, at Port Dalrymple (Launceston), in the following January, the  Tasmanian Gazette and Launceston Advertiser.

       The Editor, in the first number, January 5th, 1825, declared that "the supporters of the Tasnianian  may feel assured that, as the S<  i  tlement of Port Dalrymple rises into notice, so shall the columns of this humble journal increase in estimation'." But, in May, the Sydney Paper remarked: " It is thought that it will be necessary for the  Tasmanian  to suspend operations for some months at least."

       When removed to Hobart Town, the first coi y was Issued on Saturday, March 3rd, 1827. It was about 18 inches long, with four pages of three Tbroad columns each. Both paper and type were inferior, and the letter was very small. It was, us on the northern side, printed and published by George Terry Howe, son of the founder of the  Sydney Gazette,  The first issue had thirty-four advertisements.   The parental pressman observed: " The printing materials, till returns come from
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       these colonies becomes the subject of consideration in the British Parliament, that Tasmania silently consented to remain in her present state." Subsequent numbers referred to the noble public meeting for the demand of Trial by Jury and a Legislative Assembly. Very long letters in very small type brought forward social and political questions. The day of publication became Thursday, and then Friday on November 16th.

       On May lOtn a drunkard is thus described: " A poor old woman was placed in the stocks for six hours, with only a log of rough wood to sit upon.' A week after it is said: " We regret that the columns of the Government  Gazette  should be again disgraced by the introduction of personal invective and abuse." The death of the widow or Governor Davey was recorded in May as taking place in Hobart Town.

       May 24th brought news of the Press Act in Sydney, saying: "Before such extraordinary provisions are adopted in a young and rising colony, which are calculated so materially to check its growth, it would, m our opinion, have been but prudent to have shown that the  extraordinary powers, already possessed of prosecution by an Attorney-Greneral and a military jury, were insufficient for the safety or security of the State.   Can any one instance be adduced of a State

       Prosecution for libel and an acquittal ? "   "We lament over the demise of the Liberty of the Press, he want of it will make Australia mourn."

       It was admitted that " the articles inserted in the  Australian  and the  Monitor  have usually gone far, very far, beyond the bounds of fair discussion ;" and their want of respect for the person of the Governor was deplored.

       The robbery of the Hobart Treasury Chest of £1,300 was the chief event in the month of June.
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       A ehange in the conduct of the Paper was declared August 80th: '* John Campbell Macdougal most respectfully begs to acquaint his fnends-and the Public that he has purchased the  Tasmanian  Press and printing Tnaterials from Mr. 6. T. Howe. In looking, round, and perceiving the  Hdbart Town ^hxa^eon  one hand, a Goyemment organ; and, on the other, the  Colaniai Titnesj  an opposition newspaper, we will endeavour to walk on steadily in a middle course, divested of all purty motives.*'

       January 4th, 1828, opened with a full-sized demy, in four pages of four columns, having thirty-seven advertisements. Bearing in mind the motto of the Paper—" In necessary things. Unity; in non-essentials. Liberty; in all things, Charity"—the conductor declared himself "averse to the unceasingly, week after week, coming forward with complaint upon complaint, placing in the most prominent point of view everything which could by possibility be construed into subject of reprehen-tsion, or turning and twisting iuto party views and party preiuaices.** He laments " the punishment of the Stamp Act, which fell equally on Mend and foe. ana wnich could not but be particularly severely felt at the commencement of our own undertaking.   ^

       The  Tcismanian,  mainly because it refused to believe the colonial rulers worse than ordinary men, and incctpable of either thinking or acting for the welfare of the people, was ever the subject of derision and* violent attack from the  ColoniaZ Times,

       Murray*8 Austral-Asiatic Review  had been advertised in the Paper of January to appear in February; but the issue of January 16th, 1829, appeared as the  Tastnanian and AustraZ-Asiaiic HevieWy  with this notification: " By the change of the appellation and in the imprimatur of this journal, our Readers will perceive that the expectation we hefa out to them in our last has been realised. There are now three weekly newspapers in this little island, and we believe a fourth is about to come into e^stence at Launceston. This journal will be conducted in the manner which those connected with it ma}r consider, to the best of their humble judgments, to be the best calculated to advance the prosperitv of the land we live in/'

       One shilling in price, it was about 15 inches in size, with eight pages of three columns, and under the care of R. L. Murray and J. C. Macdougal. Under that combination of appellations, the l^per continued till January 7th, 1831. Then, as edited and published by Robert L. Murray, but printed by Heniy Melville, it appeared each Saturday evening as the  Tasmanian and Southern Literary amd Political Journal.  There was some enlargement of size. Though its first number had seventy-eight advertisements, a fourth were copied from the Government  Gazette.

       At the end of 1891, the Editor felt himself obliged from ill-health to resign, though intending to re-establish his  Austral-Asiaiic Bevieu\  " combining the advantages of a newspM>er with the more detailed discussion of a magazine.** As the  Review,  it long flourished as a Paper Oi excellent position, though regarded with no friendly feeling by those who came under itef sievere criticism. It was very severe upon the Governor and Lady Franklin in 1843.   It had previously been on Colonel Arthur's side.

       Mr. John Fawkner*s  Launceston Advertiser  was a friend to the Hobart  Ta^smanian,  In November, 1^29, the conductor of the former declared this of the latter: " It is the leading journal of Tan Diemen*s Land. The proprietors have announced that it will be published twice a week; we are fflad of this, we shall be proud to see it pubUsbed seven times a week.** Its motto was, " Open to all partie»—influenced by none."   In 1838 the  Tasmanian  had eight small pages.

       tt

       LAUNCESTON   ADVERTISER.*'

       Thlz  was the first enduring Newspaper of Launceston, the northern capital of the Island. It was established by John Fawkner, afterwards known as John Pascoe Fawkner, who erected the first business place on the banks of the Yarra Yarra. Hotel Keeper in Tasmania and Port Phillip, entirely self-taught, endowed with singular force of character, though with a feeble and diminutive frame, he ultimately became a Senator of Melbourne. His impulsive energy, and Bedouin-like ■combativeness, were as conspicuous in his Paper of 1829, as they were thirty years after, in the Victorian Parliament. His younger days, passed under the most unfavourable circumstances, were followed by those of usefulness and honor. His love of books was shown in his early tavern-lending library, and in the magnificent private collection of literature he formed in his advanced years.

       The first volume of his Paper, now seen at the British Museum, was formerly owned by the primitive printer, A. Bent, whose name is written on its first page. The first number, appearing on February 9th, 1829,--was about an inch larger than an ordinary sheet of foolscap. It was thus presented.—*^ Tasmania : Printed and Published by the Proprietor, John Fawkner, Junr., Launceston, Van Diemen*s Land.*'

       Its first column was headed by an advertisement of " Fawkner*s Hotel, Cameron Street.** He therein named his Circulating Lihrary, which was stated to contain six works by Opie, five by Mrs. Radclifie, two by Lady Morgan, one by Smollet, Hutchinflon*s Memoirs, Peregrme Pickle, Attic
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       we feel exceeding diffidence in introducing to the public this (our first) number of the  Launceston Advertiser;  but, when we consider that time alone can surmount the difficulties which invariably attend a new undertaking, and that these difficulties will be allowed for, and considered by a generous public, we confess we feel our confidence encouraged. The primary object that we have in view is, to disseminate interesting intelligence, commercial information, pleasing instruction and profitable recreation. Harmony is tbe motto of the  Launceston Advertiser,  whose pages shall never oe prostituted to scurrility, calumny, sycophancy, or disafi^ection; nor shall tney be made the vehicle of slander, malice, and party feeling. For we conceive it the imperative duty of a public journalist, rather to promote good-will and fellowship, than to fan the name of animosity, oy sutfering personal attacks of the malevolent to invade these columns, which ought to be dedicated alone to subjects harmless, useful  and  interesting  to the community. But let us not be understood, by these our remarks, to exclude from our pages  fair  and  temperate  discussion upon events, and measures of public importance. British and Foreign news will occupy a considerable portion of our paper, when it does not interfere with the insertion of local intelligence; in which case, such extracts only will be given, as tend directly to the interest or welfare of Tasmania.**

       There was a start with twenty-four advertisements. These were paid for at the rate of 3s. 6d. to subscribers, or 5s. to outsiders, for eight lines, with 3d. a line over that amount. Subscription was fixed at two guineas a year. It was said to be " Printed by J. Fawkner, Junr.;" as his father was still living in Hobart.   Bread was then 16d. per quartern,—" left to the discretion of a mercenary
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       ioBto of these despotic lords of the  ovetu**  Thanks to the Paper's criticism, the staff  oi  li^ was lowered directly after to t2d. We are told that a woman was whipped at the cart taU throu^^ Launceston Streets; that ** the savages in the district are particularly aanojing; ** that sentence of death was just pronounced upon twenty-two criminals. The next number took up the foakez^a question ac^Un, saying—

       ** Then eease to urge your knavish plea, Lest you perchance be shoven, Where every haker rogue will be,— Well baked in Satan's oven.**

       Mr. Fawkner took the government side in his Paper against the reformers, and supported proposals for taxation on spirits; adding: *' We beg to ask our readers, whether the merchant, the publican, or the frequenters of the tavern and ale house, are the real payers of the tax/'   '

       A correspondent gave a letter of advice to members of the press; observing,—" Never quote a journal, except you find articles in it which vou can cut well to pieces. When you are short of news, let imagination suoply their place. Furnish yourself with the key of the thought chest of the Legislative Council. Accustom yourself to find fault with all the measures of the present administration. According to circumstances, change your style, and, more particularly, your lodgings/*

       The libertv of the Press comes before us thus on March 2nd :—'* The proprietor - of this Paper was compeUed to appear before His Honor the Chief Justice, a few days abiM^, in ordex to enter into sureties, to the amount of £800 by himself and two bondsmen; himself, in dS400, and ^his sureties in  MSOO  each, in case he should be convicted of any seditious or blasphemous  UmI,  that himself, or them, should pay to that amount, if cast. His Honor received them politely, as, also, some other printers and their sureties. When the following form of oath was tendered to all the sureties, severally; the questions <mlyof which we shaU state, as the answers might trespass on feelings alreadv sufficiently wounded:—

       "You shall truly answer all such questions as I may put to you. Who are youf Are you a householder ? What else do you possess ? What are you worth altogether ? How much do you owe  t IHd you ever take the benefit of the Insc^vent Act ? Did you not once apply to me for relief, unable to pay your debts, or support yourself ? Hem 1 To another siurety. How much are you worth  f What does it consist of ? Y ou must not rate your propert;^ (landed property in Hobart Town) at what you gave for it, it might not sell for half that sum. If this is all your prcmerty, how do you live? How do you derive any income ? How manv cattle have you ? How many sneep I How much land  f Have you any other property? We tiiink tne.only question ought to have been-tCan you pay the Bond when all just claims upon you are settled ? We make no comments upon this, further than to show to our readers, that we were compelled to traverse the Island at an expense of £20, besides the loss.of time, and unpleasantness attendant upon favours of this kind granted to us by the friends, who have respectively become our sureties; few of whom would have the courage to encounter a-second such ordeaL"

       The Paper tells a story of a naval man seeking a duel with an Editor in the colony. There was a toss up for a large horse pistol, and the man of the pen won. He of the sword, finding only a small pistol remaining, began to consider; finally, he went up smiUng, held out his hand, and declared his. conviction that the newspaper writer meant no harm.

       The riviUry between the two Launceston Papers called forth this choice language of the Advertiser: —"To the Old Woman who writes for the  Cornwall Press.  We are accused by you, " Old Woman," with disseminating falsehoods, vituperation, slander and absurdity, and you take upon your poor old shoulders a weight which you are unable to bear. You silly * Old Woman,' you, ^^hj  talk aoout the place being unable to support two newspapers ?" Again, March dOth—" We blusb lor you, lor we find that you cannot or will not blush for youi^ves. O, indeed I we are not  manli/ to wage war with an old woman, who has lost aU but her nose. If we continue to ffo on as we have begun, poor Launceston will soon be left without a single Fditor except ourselves.'

       Printers were sought:—" Wanted a compositor to work on the  Launceston Advertiser,  who will be paid according to the following scale: For each column of double-leaded matt'Cr, and each one of

       idea, or English fetter, if the same length as the columns of the  ComwcUl Press ; for the first named,, s.; for Pica or English, »d."

       In April 20th we read: "At the very outset of our humble 9areer, we had the misfortune to give offence to a few—visited by something like persecution, and this, too, when their objeet, if they really had any, must have l>een to stifle the voice of free discussion, the putting down the freedom and independence of a public journal, the stifling the voice of the Free Press, that greatest of all benefits, which as freemen we enjoy, even with all its errors."

       In May, the Editor asks: "Is it true that the Editor of the Cbmu^aZ^Pre^s borrows his wit? But is it true that he ever has, or ever can, return the article lent ? " One article " must have been written in some tap room." This  Advertiser  then quotes some choice remarks applied to its pro> prietor:—"Addlepaced, upstart—garrulous maligner—superannuated zany—bubble-like authorial pretensions. He nas thrown the awl of his fair one's Ciclsbeo on the Printer's devil—^the spume of . an Imposter, like the frothings of a table beer cask, may make a show, but betokens a . • • as weak and as insipid as the beverage alluded to (Did the writer learn this simile when serving as a pot boy ?)—-five feet two and a quarter, &c."

       In reply to the abuse, among other remarks, we meet with this :—"By-the-bye, the five feet two and a quarter man says, he would thank you to call and pay the wine bill you run up some three months-

       ago."

       The  Advertiser tools,  a personal interest in some fresh State interference with the " Trade," observing that the Act " might verv well have been spared to a body of men labouring under so many disadvantages as they sJready oo. The late Council did little else but restrain the liberty, of the Press, and shackle the pubUcans and merchants who deal in spirits."
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       Legislative Council; this is the millstone whichls daily and hourly interrupting and retarding the wholesome and rapid growth of this Island. To the greater part of this misnamed Legislative Council,  we  and the public at large have great and almost insuperable objections."

       The Sydney Press Martyrs were thus referred to, August 24th:—" We are informed—that the
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       Editors of the t«r9 Ii&depeiid«Bt Joomals, the  AusiraHan and  tiie Jfonitor, appear  UMraXAf  eomtort-aiale in dmaiiee Tile. Xhe^ hsve s RKMueaeh i& the Ezeentkm Taid, at the hack of the gac^, their Totma are oomforiaUy fonushed, ftnd thejr are aljowed to eajojr e^erir personal  comtoet,  at their  owm egpBtkae^  their friends haire free aeeees to them from  the  hoiHs of eig^hfin the monlng iinUl nine in the erening. The pnbiicatiQns atiU continue to be carried on with as much regularity as fomerly, adod with increaeedsaoeefla."

       in September and October^ Mir. Jolm Batman, afterwarda the founder of Port Phillip, ki spoken of 00 the leader of a party for the capture of Tasmaniam Bftaeks.

       ' A.promise was made that the Paper «f the new year would have at least six extra columns. Mr. PHwkner and the Lannceston Magistrate, Mr. Gi»don, did not ngree. In the last issue of 18S0, we read of-^'tlie proprietor  ^  the  Lctunee&ton Advertiser  having been compelled to remore from the Cornwall HoteL though the influence of Mesars. Gordon  &,  Co." Mr. Fawkner subsequently sold the Paper to Mr. Dowlinff, who conducted the  Advertiser  in a manner to gain general approval, and upon the lines of social and moral progress.

       <«

       THE OOBKWALL CHBONICI^B."

       The first number of this Launceston weekly Newspaper was published ^n Saturday, February 14th,183S, by Willi azh Mann as proprietor. It was of four pages, nve columns each,  tL  inches lone by 13^ broad. The subscription was 13s. per quarter, lOs. if paid in advance. Advertisements paia 3s. 6a. for twelve lines. Its motto was, " Honesty of jpnrpos^ and the good of our adopted country.** There were 57 advertisements, besides those copied from the Government  Gazette,

       It pitted itself against the  Launceston Advertiser,  The Editor learned " that the conductor of the  Advertiser  is becoming rather more modest in his pretensions, having discovered that contempt for religion, self adulation, and all-engrossing selfishnesss, are attributes by no means calculated lo enhance the merits of any writer in the estimation of thinlang people.*'

       The  Chronicle  opposed the  Tasmanian.  The latter had spoken of convicts as slaves, and demanded a colony without them. The  Chronicle  replied: " The attempts to found colonies unaccom-r^nied by convict labour have totally failed as yet, and the unhoped-ior prosperity both New South Wales and Van Diemen*s Land at this day enjoy, is mainly attributable to their being penal settlements,**

       Penalties inflicted upon Hobart Newspaper proprietors called forth this remark from the Chronicle  of March 28th: ** The recent judgments given against the conductor of a portion of the ColoQial Press may, perhaps, operate on some weak minds as a terror. It ought not—because he wlio, regardless of truth, publisnes statements which cannot be supported, to the injury of any man, n»ist be supposed to be actuated by feelings of private malice, and thereby emplovs the Press to Uis own disgrace.   If i»unlshment awaits him, the ptiblic Is benefited, and not injurecU'*

       When the imprint changed on April 18th to " Edited by WilUam Lushington Goodwin, Printed and Published by William Mann,** the same advocacy of transportation was continued, as being as beneficial to the prisoner as to the colony. An enlargement to the extent of an inch and a half in width took place November 7th, when six columns took the place of five, although it was stated: " Until the arrival of new material from England (which we may shortly expect) we must continue to labour under our iH*esent disadvantages.**

       The issue, in indistinct, and often very small type, needed new material. The 75 advertisements were poorly printed. William Lushington Goodwm was named both printer and proprietor. A step down to five columns occurred January 16th, 1836, and lasted till November 18th, 1837, when the six were restored, and with better type. A sheet, 22 inches by 17, enabled Mr. Goodwin to come out with seven columns to the page on August 4th, 1838, when he addressed himself to  *^  The Friends of the Independent Press,** saying: " Eager to afford, to the utmost of my ability, an acknowledgment to my friends who so generously stepped forward to assist in delaying my expenses, occcueioned by my recent struggles with a pampered minion of the hateful Patronage Monster, protected as he was by the powerful shield of the Government, I feel that I could not perform the pleasing dut^r in a better manner, than expending the money subscribed for me, in enlarging the  Cornwall Chronicle,  thereby increasing the means of general information, and enabling me to render increased service to the friends of the Independent Press, and to Freedom.**

       It was in May, 1838, that the  Chronicle  wrote : "There are in the Australian Colonies twenty-three Newspapers, four of which are published three times a week, three twice a wejBk,and seventecTi once a week. Estimating the average circulation of each Paper to be 500—the influence of the Prej s will be readily admitted.^

       "THE LAUNCESTON  wtavtot/p"

       Though this belonged not to the period of Early Press Struggles, it deserves a pa3sing notice, not less for the admirable way in which it has been managed for nearly half a century, than for the worthy part it played in the cduse of true freedom, in its consistent advocacy of religious equality in the eyes of the Law, and its vigorous support of the Anti-Transportation League of old. It presented a striking contrast to the  Launceston Advertiser  of 1829. '   The  Launceston Examiner — Co^ninercial and Agricultural Advertiser  made its bow to the

       Jublic on Saturday evening, March 12th, 1842. It was printed and published for the Proprietor, ames Aikenhead, one of the most honoured members of the Colonial Press, There were eight pages of four columns each. It was of an odd shape, 17 inches by 10|. In the first copy it is said: ** The Proprietor will shortly receive a full-sized press, when the form of the  Examiner  will be assimilated to the generality of colonial Papers, and published twice a week.** The form continued the same to the end of 1843, but a Wednesday evening Paper appeared, in the  Bi- Weekly,  October 12th, 1842. The first number came out in quite a superior style as to its printing order. I'here was plenty of news, English and Australian.

       ^ The Address of the Editor affords us the following extracts: " A strong and general impression exists that the multifarious interests, increased papulation, and advancing interests of this town and nei^bourhood, demand the establishment of an additional Newspaper. (After praise of a worthy Press it continues.] A Newspaper may be a curse. It may disturb and disfigure the operations of that mighty agency to which it belongs, and tarnish the triumphs of the Press. A false delicacy that dare not disturb the quiet of peculators or impostors, or snrinks from correcting the errors oi well-meaning but blundermg functionaries, may secure a journalist from opposition, but he must speedily drivel into contempt, and drop into oblivion. Private character may be ^aiely left to the censorship of public opinion; the Press is degraded when it pursues the
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       otgects of petty rerenge and personal spleen. There  are  limits to interference with public men; their fireside is sacred, and even their official character demands a generous representation. In this colony' tlw Press is the shield of the people—their only shield. Despite of in^yers and protests, measures are .trtumphantly.bome thfiough the Council to the throne, which a popular Assembly would strangle In a momentb Defects are charged upon the Col<miai Press; we partly admit them; but who would not leave those aberrations to the correcting influence of public opmion and advancing intelligence, rather than restrict a privilege which is  the  last stronghold of liberty? The time cannot be remote when the era of irresj^nsible rule will terminate in the Colonies of Great Britam. The grand truths are widening their dominion on the minds of men, which will ultimatelv effect more m the cause of iustice, religion and commerce than ten thousaAd exclusive laws—that every man has a full rigiit to do, and to enjoy, aU that does not invade the equal right of his neighbours, and that an Executive Government should rarely be seen, but in the administration of justice, and the protection of the people."

       Such eloquent expression of elevating sentiments could hardly have proceeded from the pen of any other man than the talented Congregational Minister of liaunceston, the Rev. John West, afterwards the esteemed Editor of the  Sydney Morning Herald.

       Launceston literature furnished the followingchoice specimens of colonial culture, in the columns of the  Cornwall Chronicle,  November, 1839;—"we learn that another newspaper is about being started in Launceston—another pounds, shillings and pence  Sheet,  under the patronage, and behina the curtain assistance of the proprietor of a defunct humbug print. We wish the operatives success^ and trust that they may not have to seek payment for their services in the Court of Requests. Tfie character of the Colonial Press must indeed be low, when it becomes the property of "a petty greengrocer, dealer in marine stores, and shop chandler, and the parties engaged In it are reduced so low a& to take in payment for their services, sugar mixed with 50 per cent, of sand, tea adulterated with the leaves of the damson tree, tobacco saturated with—dye, and the balance in penny tracts, charged twopence."

       The  Cornwall Press— established by an Irish Wesleyan colonist, Mr. G. Powsett, in April, 183&— only reached its twentieth weekly number. It was bitter in its attack on Mr. Fawkner, of the Launceston Advertiser,  emploving such choice expressions as " annihilate the bloyrfly-five feet two inches and a quarter, poor fellow—as a moral pestilence must be checked." &c. Under the head " Launceston Advertiser" the reader will learn tnat the little proprietor of tnat Paper was more than a match for the  Cornwall Press.

       The HoBART  Town Courier  was established in 1827 by the favourite of officials. Dr. Ross, and conducted by him till his death, at the age of fi^fty-flve, in August, 1838. The  Tasmanian,  pf September,, that year, had this description of the editor:—" He had a strong aversion to the science of political economy; he was sceptical in regard to its principles ; and his position as the Editor of an official organ  (Government Gazette)  cramped what energies might have been native to him, and materially lessened his usefulness. Dr. Ross was a native of Aberdeen, at the university of which town he received a classical education, the fruits of which were richly shown in the columns of his journal so many years conducted by him."

       In Number 545, vol. x., February 3rd, 1837, Mr. Gore EUiston's name is gjyen as publisher and. proprietor. The  Courier  had then four pages, six columns each. In April, ^38, it was enlarged to seven columns a page, though receding again to six. Vol. xxi, February 5th, 1848, still under Mr* EUiston, had a page of 22i-inches by 16. The Paper ran short half an inch from October 4th, 1848, to July 4th, 1849. It changed management in 1896. It was  said  that Mr. Elliston gave Dr. Ross £12,000 for nis Paper.

       The  Government Gazette,  commencing in June, 1825, was printed by Mr. Howe, but edited bjr Dr. Ross, of the  Courier.  Mr. Elliston was afterwards the business manager. The  Coi^nwatt Chronicle,  no friend to the  Courier,  said in March, 1839: "We are informed that Mr. Elliston boasts that he receives £5,000 per annum for the Government Printing-pob-monopoly. So long as he receives. £5,000 a year for performing a contract which any other printer m the colony would do for £500 ayear> Mr. Elliston will not care one straw for the colonists.** In 1839, a Government Printer, Mr. Barnard^ was obtained, and the  Gazette  was much improved. The  Revieiv  said: " The type is very handsome-and uniform; the matter is well arranged; the composition is correctly performed, and the press-work well executed.'*

       ♦*fl:OBART   TOWN   ADVERTISER."

       The Advertiser  arose in Hobart with the motto: "The greatest good of the greatest number.** It migrated from Launceston; or, as Mr. Henry Melville put it, " subsequent events induced its publication in Hobart Town." It was printed and published at first by Edward Abbott; though, subsequently, by Benjamin O'Neil Wilson and John HaU. The first nuhxber, April 5th, 1839, sold for sixpence, and aavertisements were charged half-a-crown for ten lines, with twopence for each extra-line.   There were sixty-four advertisements.

       Some extracts from the Editor's address " To our Readers** will indicate the path intended to be pursued:—" We commence with our loyalty. In this feeling we yield to none, not because we go hoodwinked through the world, believing that * whatever is, is right,' but because we think there is a hi^h-minded female upon the British throne, who, having been educated in liberal principles, is. not a likely person ever to forget that she has been created for the i)eople, not the people for her. We shall support the Government so long as, in our opinion, it supports the interests of the people. We shall support the Universal Church. We consider the people to be the source of all legitimate power, but we are not of those who would make all men equal. All we desire is the good wiU of our contemporaries, a clear stage, and as much favour as we may be considered entitled to,'* &c.

       The Paper was in favour of the old Assignment System of Convicts, so strongly condemned as slavery by Archbishop Wbately and other British philanthropists, who succeeded in supplanting it for the Probation System, so generally condemned by colonists. It was long a bi-weekly, Tuesday and Priday    Numbler 201, of 1842, contained 101 advertisements.

       "THE   COLONIAL  TIMES."

       Though certainly one of the most distinguished of the old Tasmanian papers, it has been so much reterred to in the article upon the " Freedom of the Tasmanian Press,** that little of our restricted snace can be further devoted to it and its uncompromising editor, Mr. Henry Melville. As " The Hermit," a caustic writer, made a great impression upon colonial society, the Paper was thus noticed by

       the  Launceaton AdverilMr.'SoYember 2Srdy  182^: "It is in this journal  (GolanicU Times)  the " Hermit *' |mblishes his pen and ii^ slanghters, which, for the sake of humanity, we ho^ to see expnnged from its {Miges. There is a great deal of conceit about the  C(^onicU Times,  which is unpardoliabie^ in ^tiy journal."   ,       '

       The  Almanack  for 1826 called the  Coltyndal Times  "an independent paper printed every Friday in Hobart Town, by Mr. A. Bent, the Proprietor, by whom it was establishea in 1816, under the title of the  Hobart Town Gazette.^'  Iso colonial paaer ever carried on so relentless and persistent a course of .opposition to government, and few could nave exceeded it in forcible English. Its conductors paid the severe penalty of consistency and conviction, losing the greater part of their worldly goods, and .enduring the deiurivation <^ their liberty. Tet to it, more than to any other paper, has Australia been itidebted for its subsequent emanei|>ation from personal rule.

       Gratis Newspapbbs.— Tasmania, at the time of the writer's acquaintance with it in 1841, nearly fifty years ago, boasted of two advertising  Gratis Newspapers^  which were supposed to be left at every house in the town, and so attracted a large number of genera! adv^isements. Ck>mplaint8 were made of this infringement uiK>n the ri^ts of the legitimate press. The proprietcw of one Gratis Pajjer had tne following Insertion, December 27th, 1844^ in the  Colonial Thnes:  "The undersigned considers it a duty to his friends and the public, by whom his Gratis Publication, the  Trum.peter,  has been so long and so liberally supported^ in expressing his fateful thanks for the obligation he is under to them, to explain the reasons which have induced him, in common with Mr. EUiston, the proprietor of the Gratis Publication, the  Qtnnibus,  to discontinue the  Trumpeter  at the close of the present year. ^ He was invariably of opinion that  the  legitimate Press alone, the Newspapers, are rightfully entitled to the benefit of advertisements, and that Gratis sheets limited to their mserticm was an infringement upon t^e just rights of that press. He knew that in Edinburgh the attempt had been made to establish a Gratis advertising sheet, which, after havinj^ had a very larg^ outlav expended upon it, the Proprietors having suffered a very heavy loss, expired a natural death. He felt, also, that the Newspapers published at his office were deprived,* by the Gratis advertising sheet, of so much of fcheir paid receipts, as that Cheir production was a source of anything but profit. With these impressions, in which the Proprietor oi the  Omnibvs  entirely concurred, he has come to the determmation of ^easing to publish the  Trum.peter  on Tuesday next, after which period he earnestly solicits the favor . of his advertising Mends for the legitimate, the paid-for, Newspaper Press."

    

  