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INTRODUCTORY PROSPECTUS‘
OF THE

CONTENTS

OF THE DISSERTATION OF THE

. THEOLOGY or HINDOSTAN.

T

HE extensive subject of the Indian Theology
is considered in the following Dissertation
under two general heads, the physical and symbo-
lical, and the more pure and sublime. The antient
physical theology of India is principally treated of
in the former part of this Dissertation, which is
divided into four sections; and, in the course of ]
discussion, the Author bas examined in what
points the RELIGION of the ANTIENT INDI1ANS
‘resembled, 1. That of the ScyTurans; 2. That
of the ANTIENT PERs1ANs; 3. That of the an-
T1ENT EcYpT1ANs; and, 4. That of the EarLY
'GREEKS.
As the subject is complex, and consequently,
as nd very exact order of arrangement in the in-
' A4 vestigation



: vegt iwation of such a multltude of obscure and ab-
strdcted topxcq could be adhered to, he solicits thé
“attention of the reader to the subjomcd EPITOME
of its contents. In the first section, retrospective
on the antient religion of Scythia, and pointing out
its analogy to that of India, the following points
" seemed to demand particular notice: Divine rites
were first celebrated, and the sublime precepts of
philosophy first taught, in the sacred solitude of
GrROVES.and cAVERNs—the caverns of Salsette
and Elephanta, undoubtedly stupendous subterra-
neous temples of the Deity — the particular rites
.of religion practised, and sciences taught, in those
caverns, reserved for consideration under the second
general head —the cave. of Zoroaster, of Epic-
‘tetus, of Pythagoras, and of Mohammed. — The
astonighing extent in antient-times of the conse-:
crated groves of Scythia and of India—the idola-
trous devotion practised in consecrated groves se-.
verely anathemised in holy writ—the sanguinary
rites performed ' in those of Scythia—the very an-.
tient, but not the original, religion of India prove ta
be of a sanguinary cast—the NERAMEDHA JEG,
or hyman sacrifice— the AswaMMEeDHA JUG, or
horse sacrifice—GomEDHA JUG, or sacrifice of
the bull —the benevolent Hindoo and the blood-
less law of BranMma attempted to be exculpated,
from the orzgmal guilt of these sanguinary rites,
by supposing an interpolation of the VEpas, and
a possible mixture of the barbarous customs of
Scythia with those of India, during the carly inter-
course
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D A
tonise of the two nations iri the northern regions.
of Hindostan —that intercourse proved from va-
rious cixjcumstanc'es, but 'parti'cillarly from the im-
pressive onc of an antient conquest of Hindostan
by Oguz' Cawn, and recorded by Abulgazi, the
Tartar historian.  The subject considered in a more
general point of view~— the probable origin of all
human sacrifices, that general belief which pre-
vailed throughout the antient world in the agency
of pEMoNs, and in the frantic terrors inspired by
SUPERSTITION —a description, from the Asiatic
Researches and Mr Holwell, of CALLEE, the sable
goddess oi India, with an accompanying engra-
ving of that formidable divinity, on whose baleful
altars human victims were accustomed to be offer-
ed.— Human sacrifices seldom practised by the
anticnts, but in cases of the greatest national emers
gency; as WAR, FAMINE, PESTILENCE, when
the noblest possible victims were selected: — The.
various modes of devoting to death the miserable
victim specified — particularly the more horrid rites
‘ysed by the Scyrnians, as described by Herodo-
s-—decapitation, inhumation, or bummg, the
general mode adopted in India—an instance of
the former from the HEETorADES—human sacri-
fices commen at the funerals of the antient sove-’
reigns of Scythia, or Tartary, and at those of the .
Indian rajahs—instances of the latter from Tex,
eira, Anciennes Rélations, Tavernier, -and Ormc s
Historical Fragments. Profound. veneratlon both
of the Indnans and Scythians for the MAN,ES of theu’v
J— ANCESTORS—
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ANcEsTorRs—exemplified from a passage iri Hes
rodotus, from another in the SAcoxTALA, and
from Mr Wilkins’s account of the ceremony of the
StrADHA inthe HEETOPADES.

In the second section, relative to the Persians, the
very remarkable similitude subsisting in the leading
principia of the religion of ZoroasTer and
Branma, the great legislators of the Prrsran
and Indian empires, is pointed out— particularly
.in their mutual belief in onc SUPREME PRESIDING
De1ry, governing the universe by inferior agents,
,anq adored in Persia under the name of Oro-
MAsDES, and in India under that of BraumE —
in_the parallel powers and similar office of the
mediatorial M1TarA and the preserver VEEsHNU
—in those of the malignant AurRIMAN and the
destroying Seeva —in their account of the con-
flicts' of the good and evil Gen11, or DEwraums,
contending for superiority in the creation—and in
their kindred adoration of - the SoLar Orz and of
Fire. A gencral view of the mythology of the
Hindoos, and an enumeration of thé deities most
conspicuous in that - mythology, The Sun and
ELEMENTARY FIRE considered in both countries
as the most perfect emblems of Deity. Worship
paid to the Sun, or Surva, under the plea of
adoring God in that orb, whose throne the Persians
supposed to be seated in it, asserted to have been,
“in antient times, nearly as general in India as in
Persia — proved to have beén so from a very great
variety of passages inserted in order, and extracted

from
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from the Vepas, the AYEEN AKkBERY, and the
three principal translations yet made from antient
Sanscreet writings, viz. the Gezta4, the Hecro-
PADES, and the SaconTA LA —the sect of the sune
worshippers at this day called SAvg A —the account
given, by Philostratus, of a most superb temple
to the Sun—another from the Ayeen Akbery. —
The Indian mysterious triliteral word avy the same
with the Egyptian owm, and both used to signify
the solar fire. — kire-temples mghtioncd in the
same book to have flourished at Benares, Rai-Jird,
and other places, in the time of the second Boodh,
about a thousand ycars before Christ, — I'he Moon,
or CHANpPRrRA, a male deity in Hindostan — that
very singular circumstance adduced in proof that
India has not borrowed Lier mythology from Egyot,
where the moon was a female divinity, adored
under the name of Is1s, and whence the Greeks
had their horned goddess la. — The Indian Chan-
dra drawn by antelopes—a rRABBIT his symbol,
as the caT was of the Moon in Egvpt, for a cu-
rious philosophical rcason adduced from Plutarch.—
]-:“'OU‘NTAINS sacred to the Moon in India — no
less than 360 fountains consecrated to that orb at
Kehrow, in Cashmeer —a circumstance pointed out
as exceedingly remarkable, being the number of the
days of the antient year.--"The two supreme rajah -
families of Hindostan denominated Surya-BANs
and CHANDRA-BANS, or children of the sun and
moon. — The. elements personified and venerated
under - varicgs names — AGNEE — VARUNA-PA-

VAN —
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vAN —CRrErsuna, the Indian Apollo-—CARrr:
ceva, the Indian Mars — Lacnsmee, the Indian’
.Ceres—SER AswATI,the Indian Minerva—Cama,
the Indian god of love—Bravant, the Indian
Venus, ' &c. &c.—From adoring God in the sun,
the Orientals proceeded by degrees to worship the
planetary train — that worshlp promoted by theu‘
general cultivation of the science of astronomy., —
An enlarged view taken of the antient Sasraw
SUPERSTITION —its rapid progress over all the
- East — stigmatised in Job and the prophetic wri-
tings.— The rise and progress of astronomy in
Asxa-——pursued with uncommon ardour inIndia—
remains of stupendous astronomical instruments at
the observatory. of Benares and other places.— The
Indians believed the stars to be exactly what the
" Pheenicians imagined their zoPHEsAMIN to be,
ANIMATED INTELLIGENCES —of the former, evi-
dence adduced from the Aycen Akbery; of the
Iatter, proof brought from Bishop Cumberland’s
Sanchoniatho. — Their greatest princes, legislators,
and heroes, consequently exalted to the skies—+
representative images formed of them — those
images by degrees adored instead of their origi-
nals.— Various animals, as their respective symbols,
~ assigned to them by superstition — those animals
venerated in their turn.— A retrospective survey
of the deities and symbols of Egypt, and a short
parallel, preparatory to one more extended, of
those ‘deities, and their symbols, with the Indian
divinities and symbols. — The bull éf Osir1s —
- the
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the bull of SEE¥A.—SERPENTS sacred in beth
cotintries — the EAGLE of JovE~—the Garupa,
or eagle of VeesuNvU,— That survey extended tg
the temples of either country — the similitude as-
tonishing, but reserved for full examination after
- the caverns of Salsette and Elephanta shall have
been described. — The stupendous mysteries of
superstition practised in them attempted to be in-
vestigated, and the profound arcana taught in them
unfolded.—The Author enters upon that task,
hitherto unaccomplished, and even unattempted,
by the greatest Indian scholars and the most cele-
brated Asiatic travellers, with diffidence, blended
with firmness, resulting from long and elaborate
Anvestigation into such books of antiquity as treat
of cAvERNs, and such modern publications as
‘best describe the croTTOES of Egypt, the ROCK Y
SUBTERRANEOUs shrines of MiTHRA, and ‘the
‘particular caverns in question.— The authors, in
this part, more immediately consulted, are Por-
phyry, in his very curious and beautiful treatise de
AxTro NYmMpuARUM; Mr Norden’s Account,
and elegant engravings, of the Ecyprran An-
r1QuiTiEs; and Montfaucon and Dr Hyde on
the MitaraTic Caves, RiTEs, and SyMBoLs.
— Convinced that the mystery, considered by M.
Anquetil Du Perron and M. Niebuhr as inscruta-
ble, was only to be solved. by a still closer exami~
nation of the principles of the ZEnD and the Vi-
pas, by means of Dr Hyde and Sir William Jones,
he attempts to investigate still deeper those sacred
depositories
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@®positorics of either religion.— He enters with
some minuteness into the’ lmtory of Zoroaster, - the _
*REFORMER, not the INVENTOR,; of the I\/Iaglan
teligion; he traces his  secret” footsteps,” and
those of Darius Hystaspes,  his royal patron, to the
“ woody solitudes” (as they are expressly called by
Ammianus Marcellinus) of the venerable B acs-
maxs in « Upper India,™ most probably the moun-
tains of Naveracur, and, again following the
reformer back to Persia, after having been instructed .
in the most profouud and mysterious rites ‘practised
in their consecrated caverns, attentively matks his
motions and observes his imitative conduct. Fromh
the invaluable treatise..of Porphyry™ above-men-
tioned, the author is enabled to describe the parti-
.cular ornaments of that lonely cave to which he
afterwards retired in Madia, ¢ the astronomical
symbols, and other mathematical apparatus,” with
which "it was decorated : and, from his reviving,
throughout Persia and Media, the veneration for
fire, aswell as his erecting the stupendous FIRE-
TEMPLE at Balk, the author forms those conclu-
sions which are submitted to the reader in the pages
more immediately following. — The “author sup-
- ports his deductions, by a very curious passage,
given at large by Origen, from Celsus, one of the
most learned philosophers among theantients, con-
cerning the sEVEN GATES, emblematical of the
SEVEN PLANETs, ecrected in the MituraTIC
caverns$, through which the sidereal metempsychosis V
was performed and contrasts that passage with
: others

{
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others cited from the Ayeen Akbery, in proof
that there actually did éxist, even so late as in
Abul Fazil’s time, among the rocky mountains in
Upper Hindostan, ExcavaTions the -most nu-
merous and prodigious, and CARVED 1poLS of the
most astonishing fabrication.

A general view is now taken of the sculptured
imagery in the caverns of Elephanta, in which are
exhibited, as well the substance of all the prece-
ding descriptions, as the respective hypotheses
formed from the survey of them by French and
English travellers.—Those of Niebuhr by far the -
most correct and satisfactory —a more particular
description of the Elephanta Pagoda; its style of
architecture, dimensions, ornaments, recesses, cis-
terns for the water of purification, &c. &c.— The
stupendous figure of the grand Indian triad .of
Deity, BRarmA, VEEsHNU, and SEEVA, minutely ‘
described and illustrated by an accurate engraving.
— The other more remarkable statues successively
delineated — Both the figures and their ornamental
* symbols plainly allusive to the theological notions
at this day prevalent among the Hindoos. — The
Hindoo nation divided into innumerable sects, but
ultimately branched forth into two principal ones,
that of Veesu~vu and that of MaHADEO, or SEEV A,
7. e. the worshippers of the Deity in his preserving:
and his destroying capacitiy, — The system of reli-
gion professed by the former, throughout this Disser-
tation, represented as the primitive, mild, benevolent;
system of theology originally established in Hindos-

tan, -
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tan.— That professed by the latter full of terror and

producﬁ_ve of the most licentious practices. — The
indecent worship of SeEva, his rites and symbols
described with as much delicacy as possible, con-
sistently with, perspicuity. The Lincam similar
to the PrarLus of the Greeks and the Priapus
of the Romans, — The sacred recess, or Sacel-
lum of ScEva.— An estended survey of that eu:
rious but degrading superstition. — Tie Lingam an
emblem, in India, of the creative power — al]dtted
as -a symbol to Seeva, the DESTRUCTIVE POWER,
upon that phxlosopfucal principle of the Brahmins,
that “ to destroy / is only to generate and re-pr oduce
in another way.” :

The author now enters cn the third sect:on, con-
taining the parallel of the INp1aN and EcyprraN,
systems of theology, in which that base species of
worship forms thre first distinguishing fcature. — A
description” of the origin of Phallic worship in
Fgypt from Diodorus chu]us.—-—-An instance ex-
hibited, from Athenzus, of the splendour displayed
at a Phallic festival, celebrated in Egypt by Pto-
lemy Philadelphus, , The same with that of BAaL-
Psor in Scripture.—The Grecks borrowed and
infamously refined upon it in their orgies of Bac-
chus.— The remarkable similitude of a fact re-

corded in a prophane writer, relative to the ‘intro--

duction of the PuaLrica at Athens, and a cir-
cumstance related in Scripture, in regard to the
Philistines, who had captured and profaned the ark

of God.—The former history in the prophane
writer
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‘writer no forgery from the latter, as asserted by
Patrick and Bochart; but the mode of punishment -
and propitiation agreeably to the usage of Eastern .
countries. —Demonstrated to be so by a passage in
Tavernier’s Voyages i in India, and another in the
Sketches of Mr Crauford. — The author apolo-
gizes for going so largely into so disagreeable a sub-
-ject, but affirms, that, without the explanation,
the Indian system of theology, of which it en-
grosses so large a portion, would be utterly unin-’
 telligible.— He concludes it for the present, since
the enormities promoted by the doctrine must be
noticed in a succeeding part of the Dissertation, by
displaying its atrociousness; and refers, for the "
genuine origin of such nefarious rites, to the princi-
ples and practices of that vitiated son of Noar, the
. earliest idolater of the post-diluvian world, who
~ led the first colony from Chaldea to the banks of
" - the Nile.—That the most venerated 1pors of In-
dia are the ATTR1BUTES oF Gop personified, or
RAJAHs exalted, by their piety or bravery, to the
rank of divinities, must be evident, from the gene-
ral view of this Pantheon of India; since supérior
‘power could not be displayed in hieroglyphic repre-
sentation more forcibly than by a figure with nu-
merous hands, nor excelling wisdom more aptly
delineated than by a circle of heads; since the ra-
diated crown of glory naturally poirits out the divi-
nity of the possessor, and the serpent, from his
great vigour and revirescence, is equally in Egypt
and in India the known emblem of Deity.
VoL, 11. : B -The
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“The author, continuing the parallel between the
" theology of India and Egypt, proceeds to examine
.the more numerous, and scarcely less astonishing,
excavations and hieroglyphic sculptures of Caxa-
‘RAH, "in the island of Salsette— the most authen.
-tic accounts of them, those inserted in the seventh
volume of the Archaologia, and inthe preliminary
discourse to Mr Anquetil’s Zend-Avesta. —The
‘island itself, and the external appearance of the
¢averns described.~—The rocks themselves, in
‘which they are hewn, bear strong marks of calci-
nation.— Asserted by M. Anquetil to be hewn by
“the chissel into a pyramidal form.—Pyramids so
constru¢ted to resemble the figure of a flame of
fire.—The external figure adduted as probable
proof of the antient internal worship.—The ca-
"verns of Canarah, from their appearance, deno-
, minated by the natives ¢ the city of Canarah.” — A *
general description of the caverns,—The eminen-
ces of the rocks probably used by the Brahmins as
observatories.— The * architecture considered. —
-This pagoda, from its height, and from its arched
-roof, far more magnificent than that of Elephanta. —
The tanks for ablution numerous, and the temple
of SEEvA, with the PraLLus, every where dis-
cernible. — Visible recesses for the lamps that, pro-
- bably, were kept constantly burning. — The as-
- tonishing height of the GREAT ALTAR and mag-
- nitude of the colossal statues.— An attempt to
display, in animated language, the stupendous
magnificence and splendour of the Mithratic wor-
S ship
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ship—the oHgin of hierogiyphics.—The hierogly~.
phics of Egypt compared with those of India.—
The signs of the Indian zodiac still visible on the
cornices of the cavern-pagodas. — The great simi.
larity, in many points, between the IND1IANSs and
CrixgsE.— The primeval legislator and, proba-
bly, the people of either country originally the
“same.—A MiTHRATIC GROTTO discovered in
Egpyt and described by M. Savary.—A re-
markable description; in Ezekiel, of a cavern,
supposed by the author to be Mithratic, or rather
the Mmystic teELL of Osiris.— Osiris only the
African appellative of Mithra,— A description of
thé Mensa Is1aca, or Bembine table, and the,
hieroglyphics engraved upon it, compared with
those in Salsette and Elephanta.

After taking an extensive survey of the growth,
progress, and extinction, of the Mithratic devotion,
the authof proceeds to examine the moral and philo-
sophical doctrines, taught by the Brahmans in. -
their cavem-recesses, which immediately leads to
the fourth section on the physical and symbolical
worship of India, and introduces the parallel of
the Indian and Greek theology. — The Metempsy-
chosis the most distinguished of those doctrines —

" falsely ascribed to Pythagoras— originated in India, -

and first promulgated in the GEETA of Vyasa,

the PraTo of India, many centuries before the

birth of Pythagoras— extracts from the GEETA in,

- proof of that assertion — various passages, in the

SACONTALA and the HEeTorADES, strongly cor-
-B.2 . roborative
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_ yoborative of it, exhibited in order. s~ The doc-

trine of the Metempsychosis, or the notion of this .

life being a probationary state, productive in India
‘of the most excrutiating and horrible penances, in
order, by those penances, to obtain Moksm, or
supreme . happiness.— A description of a Yoocre,
in the act of penance, from the Sacontala. — The
supreme . happiness of BRARME a state of divine
‘absorption.— The doctrine of . degenerate spirits.
-migrating through various BooBUNs, or - spheres,
-and through animal bodies, to be traced to some
- corrupted tradition of the fallen angels. —The
ELEUSINIAN MYSTERIES of Greece, as described
by Jamblicus and Proclus, and detailed by War-
burton in the Divine Legation, compared with the
mysterious rites practised in the caverns of India.~—
The genuine theology of India purer in its princi-
. ples than any other professed in the world, except
the Christian — justly stated to be so by Mr Hast-
ings, in his elegant letter to Mr Nathaniel Smith,
prefixed to the Geeta. —Some most sublime pas-
" sages produced in proof, from that Episode, 'and
. from a translation' of the Buacavar, by Sir
William Jones. — Certain passages in Scripture sur-

.- prisingly consonant to these extracts.— Whether

«this might be derived from any possible connection
‘with the Hebrews? — The fact itself, of any gene-
ral intercourse between the two nations, denied —
and the assertions of Postellus, Dr Hyde, and
others, deriving BRauMA from ABRAHAM, con-
futed.— Hamilton s aecount of a Jew-colony at

' ' Cranganore,
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Cranganore, on the coast of Malabar, detailed
and considered —possibly the remains of the ten
tribes. — The VEDpas, however, written at a period
far more antient than that dispersion, and conse-.
quently the primitive uncorrupted religion of-
Brahma could only be derived to them from Noaus,.
the Mexu of the Sanscreet theologians, or ¢]se
from his more immediate descendants of the
righteous line of Shem, who first settled in India.
The author returns to the parallel of the MysTEe-
r1Es of India and Greece.— However pure. the
primeval theology of India, like all the systems of.
religion practised in every nation of the antient.
world, it gradually declined in its purity, through-
the venality, servility, or ambition, of successive:
priests. — Its progress in degeneracy traced from,
the age of Vyasa to the present day. — Thie first’
cause’ of that degeneracy stated to be the symboli-
Zing of the aTTR18UTEs of the Deity — in the vene-
ration paid to brave and pious RAJARs deceased,
especially to those in whom the great Indian deity,
Veeshnu, became incarnate —exemplified in the
three Ramas.— But, as the amiable attributes of
God were personified and venerated by the Indians,
so was that timid race induced, by terror, to deify’
the evil demons and their horrible attributes. -
The walls of ELEPERANTA and SALSETTE crowded
with images allusive to the majestic attributes of
God' and the magnified virtugs of men.— The
whole train of false deities likewise introduced into
the Grecian mysteries. — The caverns of Elephanta .
B3 : ) cand
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and Salsetip formed with dark ailes and winding
passages, exactly resembling those in the temple
of Ceres at Eleusis. ~ The PraLLus of Baccuug

-and the Lincam of ManaDEo principal objects in

the mystic shews. —The enormities consequent of

the former gross system of worship in Greece and

Rcrne. and of the latter in India, depicted.—
The former from Herodotus and Livy, the latter

from Renaudot and Tavermer.-—-The prostitutions.

at the temple of the Dea Syria, in honour of My-
LITTA; similar to those of the WOMEN OF TRE
oot in the pagodas of India— particular account

, of the educatxon ‘and accomplishments of the
latter. — The surrounding horrors that enveloped

the AS?IRANT, and the fina] raptures that attendc@
INITIATION, descrihed from Apuleius, Dion Chry-
sostame, and Plato.—Somie curious partxculars, re-
lhted by annsws, in regard to the NUMEROUS
ABLUTIONS in the Grecian mysteries compared
with those recounted in the Ayeen Akbery, as ne-
cessary to be undergone by the Branme CHAREI, ‘
or Brahmin of the first degree,—Mr Bryant’s as-
sertion, that the rites of Is1g and Osir1s were

- originally instituted in memory of the deluge, con-

sidered and cortoborated by the similar rites of
the Brahmins.— The author pledges himself to

- ?rove, that there are Sanscreet records of a GEN E-

RAL DELUGE in Hindostan. —The account of the
Grecnan MYSTERIES concluded with ‘an enumera- -
txon of other parallel cxrcu;nstances that took placq
in the celcbratlon of those in Indxa.

This

y , :
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This chapter concludes with an extensive inquiry
inta that disputed topic, who were the 'fabricators
of the caverns of SaLseETTE and ELEPHANTA? —
‘Whether the Ecyprians?—The subtérraneous -
.grottoes and caverns of the ThEBA1s, with their
sculptures, described from Pococke, Greaves, Nor-
den, and Savary.— Whether the Athiopians?—
An account from Ludolphus of the Ethiopian
rock-temples and their sculptures. — A curious
passage apparently corroborative of the latter hy-
pothesis from the ARcHZ0LOGIA.— Another re-
markable passage adduced ' from Ezekiel, in proof.
that images, resembling those in the Indian caverns,
‘decked with similar ornaments, and painted with
_vermillion, were in the most antient periods adored
in CuaLp&A — the whole, consequently, relics of
the antient prevailing SABIAN SUPERSTITION, or
WORSHIP OF THE HOST OF HEAVEN, and fabn-

~ cated by the antient CuTHITES. '

The author, in the third volume, emergiag from
the gloom of suBTERRANEOUS pagodas, introduces
his readers into the splendid temples that adorn the
surface: of Hindostan—their height, extent, and
the magnitude of the stones with which they are

- built, stupendous — instanced. in the magnificent -
portica of CHILLAMBRUM, and the circumference’
of the walls of SERINGHAM.— The most antient
pagodas erected in the form of pyramids, with
anly one door—and illuminated by lamps kept
constantly burning— properly compared by Man-
PELSLO to caves.— The more modern pagodas

B 4 _ erected
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erected in a better style of architecture, and richly
.- decorated within with gildings, carved work, and
painting— without, entirely covered with sculp- -
~ tured animals.—The five most venerated pagodas
of India, viz. that of JAGGERNAUT —that of
BeNaAREs — that of MarTRA — that of Tri-
"PETTY—and that of SERINGHRAM, — successively
and minutely described from TAvERNIER and
others. — An affecting story relative to the first de-
filement of Seringham by European armies.— The
"amazing revenues which these and other pagodas
antiently enjoyed — 40,000 souls supported by the
revenues of SERINGHAM alone.— A more accurate
survey of their internal sculptures, and a descrip-_
tion of the monstrous idols adored in them.:=—
Ecyrr and INp1A seemed to have assembled in
these pagodas the animals deemed more peculiarly
sacred in each country — as, for instance, the MEM-
PHIAN BULL—the RAM, sacred to JUPITER —

" and the GoAaT, to PAN—are seen blended with

the arE of RaMa—the nnmocnnos-—-and the‘
ELEPHANT.

An extensive disquisition is now entered into on
that disputed point, whether INp14 or Ecv PT wWere
- the elder empire; and which nation first imparted .
its rites of superstition to the other? — The opinion
of Kircazr, relative to the settling in India of
the Egyptian priests, driven from their country by
the ravages of CAMBYsEs, first considered. —The
opinion of K&MPFER, in regard to the great In-
dian saint, BuppHA SAk1A, (in other words, the

~ gad
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god Boopm)—the opinion of both those anti- -
quarians highly probable, and apparently supported
by that of Sir W. JonEs, given in the Asiatic Re-
searches, on the subject of Boopr—and on the
great resemblance subsisting both in the name and
the worship of the Egyptian Is1s and Ostr1s and
the Indian EswarA and Isa.— The result of Str
WiLL1aM’s inquiry concerning a colony of priests
supposed to have settled at TirrOOT, in North
Barar —on the whole, favourable to such a-sup-
position. — Mr CuamBERs’s account of the ruins
of Mavalipuram — of the SomMoNAacopoM, or
stone-deity of the StAMEsE—and the superstition
of Boopr.— Additional evidence of an early and
familiar intercourse subsisting between the Ecye-
T1ANs and INp1ANs adduced.— The structure of
their temples similar in point of massy solidity, mag-
nitude, and extent.— A cursory comparison of a
few of the principal structures of each cduntry,
preparatory to a more extensive parallel. —Some
striking circumstances of national resemblance enu-
merated ; as, first, in their matual veneration of
the sacred roros. — A description of that flower
from Herodotus, and a late traveller, M. Savary, —
Secondly, in their early cultivation of the svcar-
cane.— Thirdly, in their antient, and once uni-
versal, diet, having consisted of vZGETABLES. —
Fourthly, in their mutually possessing a SACRED sa-
CERDOTAL LANGUAGE, called in India the De-
vinacar1.—Fifthly, in the division of the people
jnto TRIBES or c.asrs.-—-Slxthly in the numerous

" ABLUTIONS
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'ABLUTIONs practised by’ beth people.— And,
finally in their 'universal reverence of the cow and
the'serPENT. —The temples of Egypt, and their
’ symbolical decorations, largely described from the
most authentic and recent travellers.

The author, in the fourth and fifth. volumes, in~
vestigates THE MORE PURE AND SURLIME Theology
of India, descepded traditionally down to them

- from the venerable patriarchs, of which the follow-
ing are the principal outlines:— A REVELATION
~.was vouchsafed by his Creator -to man, in a state
-of innocence in Paradise, concerning his nature,
his , will, and of the mode by which he would
“be worshipped. — The Deity, not a solitary, oc-
.cult, and inaccessible, being, but perpetually pre-
sent with his creatures. and in all his works. —
The antient doctrine of DIVINE EMANATIONS
adduced in proof of this assertion — that dactrine,
the probable source of all idblatry, since it was
God himself that was, first adored in the Sun, the
* FirEe, and other elements — remains of this purer
" primitive theology remarkably apparent amidst a
shousand superstitions in India. — General division
of the Hindoos into four grand tribes, or casts —'
the trioc of BRauma — the tribe of KERTREE —
the tribe of Bice — the tribe of Sooner — the
pure doctrines of Vyasa contained in'the Vedas. —
‘The Brahmins-alone permitted to read the VeEpas
— those Vedas explained to have been originally
only threc, and denominated the Reic Veda —=
thc YAj vsiy Veda—and the Samay Veda. —All
, three
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threp comprised under the name RicrajuBsima:
—and the fourth, or ATHARVA VEDA, proved
from internal ev:dence to be far more "modern. —
The English, more than any other European nations,
have contributed to remove the veil that antiently
obscured the genuine religion of Brahma, incul-.
cated in the Vedas, the Geeta, and other Sans-
creet theological treatises.— An attempt of the
Emperor Akber to penetrate that veil. — The affect-
ing story of Feiz1, and his Brahmin preceptor. —
‘An account of the Sanscreet language, extracted
from Sir William Jones and Mr Halhed. — The
author pext enters upon the discussion of the Pa-
6AN Triaps oF DErTy, and particularly of the
character and functions of BRaAEMA, VEEsHNU,
and SEEva, the grand Indian triad, of whom an
accurate engraving forms the fronnsplece of these
volumes.— Any comparison of the ‘Indian and
Christian TrRINITY an insult to the latter, from
the immense disparity -of the respective charac-
ters. — An extensive survey is now taken of the
. doctrine of the CrrIsTIAN TrIN1TY. — That
doctrine dehvered down from the antient Patriarchs,
and diffused over the East, during the 'migration
and dispersion of  their Hebrew posterity— de-
monstrated to be plainly revealed in the Old Tes-
‘tament, and to have been believed and taught by
the Jewisn RABBI, long: previous to the birth
of Prato and the coming of Curist.—The
true origin of that rancour and contempt with
yvhxch the Jews are mﬁamed agamst the MEess1an
- unfolded. —
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. unfolded. —Some obJectlons, urged by SCCptlcal‘ :

opponents againt the TRiN1TY, answered.—The
Jews pay less deference tothe wRITTEN than to the
orAL LAW, which they assert to have been de-
livered to Moses on Sinai.— An historical account
of the celebrated code of the Jewish traditions’
collected by Rabbi Jupan, THE HOLY, and called
THE MIsNA. —Of the two Tarmups of Jeru-
saLEM and' BaAByLon — and of the two Tar-
cums of OxkEeLos and JonaTHAN.—The for-
mer TArcum the most concise and pure para-
phrase— the latter more diffuse, and supposed to

" have been iriterpolated. — A progressive view taken -
of the passages in Scripture, establishing some a

PLURALITY, and others so express upon the PER-

'SONAL AGENCY and DIVINE ATTRIBUTEs of the

MimraA, or Locos, and the Ruvacu Hakxko-
pesH, or Hory Seiri?, as plainly to evince a

‘TriNiTY of divine RYPosTASES subsisting in the

Godhead.—The preceding quotationsillustrated, in
regard to the Orp Testament, by a variety of ex-
tracts from the TaAreuMms, and corroborated, in
regard to the New, by an exhibition of similar
sentiments and passages in the.writings of Paivro-
Jupzvus, Joserrvus, and others.—The symbols of
the Jews, illustrative of this doctrine, considered ;
but particularly the Cuerveim — with an engra-
ving of the CueruBiM.— The sentiments of the
antient Rabbies exhibited. — The manner in which
the High Priest gave his solemn benediction to the
pcople described, and the form in which he dis-,

posed
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posed his fingers represented by an engraving, co-
pied from Athanasius Kircher.— The mode in
which they designated the incommunicable namée
of JeHOVAH, viz. by THREE JoDpsanda CIRCLE, .
emblematical of a TRintTY in Unity — that sym-
bol exhibited.— In the antient mystical character
supposed, like the DEviNacaRr® character of In-
dia, to have been revealed 8y aAnceLs, the Jop,
the first initial letter of that name, accompanied
with a TR1IANGLE —very remarkable, because, ac-
cording to Kircher, the EcypTran symbol of the
Deity, or NUMEN TRIPLEX, Wasa TRIANGLE. —
The three persons in the DIVINE EsSSENCE com-
pared by those Rabbies to the three collateral |
branches of the Hebrew letter ScH1N. — The letter
therefore conspxcuously engraved ‘on the antient
PavracTsry, which the Jews, according to the
divine command, wore on the head.— Engravings,
displaying these various symbols, in the course of
the inquiry, presented to the reader.— An account
of the famous book of Zonar, and of the SEpn1R
JETz1rAH, or book of Abraham.— A review of
the Pagan TriN1T1Es. — The OrACLES of ZoRO-
ASTER considered — contain internal evidence that
they are not wholly spurious — that assertion proved
in a short comparison of the theoretic system of
theology laid down in thbse oracles, and the practi-
cal worship of the Chaldzans, Persians, and In- -
dians. — The THREE PRINCIPLEs mentioned in
the Zoroastrian or Chaldaic Oracles, the most early
corruption of the doctrine of the ebrew Trinity.
— The
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«~The Persian Tnad of Deity, Okol&.&snss, Miz
THRAS, ARIMANIUS; or, rather, the three-fold
power of the God Mi1TnrA, thence called Tr1p<
LAs10s, to be referred to the samé ongm.—-—The ,
remains of this doctrine remarkably apparent id
India, not only in the triad Brauma, VEESHNU;
~and S:eva, but in various symbohc characters of
that mystic Triad recapitulated and exhibited. =~ An
account of a medal found in Siberia, on which is ens
graved the figure of the Trivng Gop, atcom-
panied with a description in Tangutian characters;
'exp]amed by Colonel Grant, and with an ené'ra- '
ving of it from Parson’s Rernains of Japhet —_
The Peruvians described by Acosta as worshipping
an idol denominated TancA-TARca, whith they
assert to_ mean ONe 1N THREE and THREE iIn
" ONE.— A short inquiry entereéd into, by what
channel a doctrine, so improbablé to have beeh the
fabrication of mere human reason as that of a ‘
Trinity in Unity, could bé propagated among a
nation so remote from the Hebrews as the Perus
vians. — The gteat THREE-HEADED 1D0L of Japati
described from Kempfer —an engravmv of that
idol from the same authér.~— The Trinity of Egypt
considered— represented by a cLoBE,;a wine, and
a sSERPENT.— Its meaning investigated, and &h
engraving of it exhibited, which was copied froth
the front of the ruins of Luxor,,by Mr Norden,
in his Antiquities of Egypt.— An account of the
TriniTY of divine persons, in the Hymns attri-
buted to Orpheus.—The doctrines relative to a

‘ Trinity
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Trinity taught by Pyruacoras, PARMENIDES,
and Prato,— A conclusive retrospect on the sub-
ject, and a general recapitulation of the principal
arguments adduced in proof of the original posi-
tion, that this doctrine was originally revealed from
heaven to the ancestors of th¢ human race, known.
to the Hebrew patriarchs; and propagated by them-
. selves and their posterity, during their various mi-
grations and dispersions throughout the world. —
A summary account of the opinions at present en-
tertained by the Jews, relative to the expected
advent of the MEessian.—Calculations formerly
made concerning that event from the course of the
stars.—Those calculations now forbidden by a
most tremendous imprecation, in the GEMARAa, that
the bowels of the calculator may burst asunder. —
The execration, how evaded by ABARBANEL, the
great commentator on the Pentateuch.— His own
extravagant assertions, with respect to the cpn-
stellations, and his particular computation ef the
times of the Messiah proved to be false by the .
event.—The monstrous conceptions of the mo- .
dern Jewk, relative to the great feast at which the
second Messiah, after the overthrow ot the ene-
mies of -the Jews, is to entertain the whole assem-
bled race of Judah, from Abraham downwards,
in the renovated city of Jerusalem, (according to .
the Rabbies cited by Basnage,) with the flesh of -
the female LeviaTHaN, salted by God from- the -
beginning of time, and. preserved as an exqui-
site relish for that banquet of his Son.—-They are

) alsa
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also to be regaled with the female Beremorm,
which eats the grass of 1000 mountains in one
day, according to Psalm 1. 10; and with the flesh
of the stupendous bird Ziz, or BARIUCHNE,
‘whose extended wings obscured the sun.— Wine
made of the grapes of Paradise, and treasured in
the vault of Adam, also reserved for that feast. -
"Fhe author apologises, and gives his reasons for
"mentlonmo- these rabbinical vaganes, viz. to shew
their perversion of Scripture texts, and their sen-
sual and carnal notions of what is purely spiritual;
among which 'may be numbered, that most baleful
spring of all their calamities, the persuasion that
the MEss1an 18 YET TO COME, A MIGHTY TEM-
PORAL PRINCE.

The author now returns to the mvestrgatlon of
‘the points remaining to be considered in the THEO- .
~-1ocY of the Brahmins.— According to Diodorus
- Siculus, the antient Brachmans acknowledged all
-their civil and ecclesiastical institutions to be de-
-rived from Dionysius. — An inquity commenced
concerning the true INp1an Baccrus. —The In-
- dians, in their relations to the Greeks, to flatter .
their conquerors, artfully applied the adventures of
their great HERO and cop Rama to the Grecian
Dicnysius. — The true Dionysius of antiquity as-

serted to be no other than Noas—and, probably,
the first person who led a colony to India from Arme-
nia, after the flood, was an immediate descendant of
the more virtuous line of that patriarch, who esta-
blished the original, mild, and patriarchal, form of ’
government
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~ govethment which ongmally prevailed in India,
" and.of which many traces to this day remain, —
The early and dcknowledged matutity of the sci-
ences i India; and other perplexing phenomena
relative to that country; attempted to be accounted
for, by supposing, with Mr Bryant, that ‘colony to
have migrated, not from Shinadr, but from Ararat,
previous to the erection of Babel and the confusion
of tongues.— The CurriTES ejected by the ven-
geance of God from SHINAAR, and defeated by
the confederated sovereigns of the line of Shem,
invade India in various directions-—from the North
by the pass of Hurdwar—and from the regions on
the western frontiers, called. from them Inpo-
ScyTH1A.—The former established themselves on
the Ganges, and formed that vast eastern empire -
so celebrated in Sanscreet histories, of which the
city of Owpn was the capital, and the Hindoo
god and prophet Rama, the son of Cuss, the first
potent ‘ sovereign— the latter founded the’ equally-
renowned empire of the West, and, possibly, the
capital of that empire was either Hastinaroor,
or Brauminasap.—The author assigns his rea-
sons for adopting this hypothesis, which are founded
on the mastial and enterprising character of the
sons oF Ham—their attachment to the sacred
gloom of caverns-—and the acknowledged skill -
in architecture of that race, *who erected the stu-
pendous pyramids of Egypt.— He urges that this
hypothesis accounts for the orwm rof the Two
oREAT sECTs of India, and their varying theology

¥or. 11, ) «C —for
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—for the veneratlon which the Indians entertam

for cows and SERPBNTS, the predominant super-
stition of Egypt — their adoration of thesoLAR ore

" — their worship of the PuarLus —and their san-

guinary sacrifices of MEN and BEAsTs. —The Dis- -
sertations of Sir William Jones, and others, on the
Indians, very decisively point towards some such
Hypothesis as this—since  they evince, that, at

‘some remote period, there has been a general con-

vulsion in the civil and religious constitution of
India—that a great and remarkable change has
taken place in thé manners and opinions of the
Hindoos— and, since the mystery of the great battle
of the MARABBARAT, in which sons and brothers
fellin a general and promiscuous carnage, can only
be resolved by such a supposition. — The true cha-

- racter of the venerable Brachmans of antiquity is

finally delineated and the severe tortures are also
enumerated which they underwent in their. pro-_v
gress through the CrAR ASHERUM, or FOUR
DEGREES of probatlon, tortures which they bore

" with a constancy and with a fortitude worthy,of 'a

more enlightened religion and more ammatmg re-
wards. ) / -

" END OF THE INTRODUCTORY PROSPECTUS OP

THE PRINCIPAL svn]ncrs 'DISCUSSED IN THE
DISSERTATION ON' THE THEOLOGY OF "Hin- |
DOSTAN., )

S CHAP.



CHAP L

CbNCEnNiNé THE PHYSICAL AND SYMBOLI~
cAL THEOLOGY OF THE' ANTIENT IN-
DIANS} IN WHAT POINTS IT RESE.:MBI_,ED
THAT OF THE SCYTHIANS;—THAT OF THE
ANTIENT PERSIANS,—THAT OF THE AN=
TIENT EGYPTIANS,— AND THAT OF THE
BARLY GRREEKS:.

SECTION 1.

Bointinig out the Analogy éristing between the
antient Theology of India and Scythia ; pars
»tz'.cula'rly in respect to the superstitious Rites
practised, by both Nations, in consecrated
Groves and Caverns, and their sanguinary
Sacrifices of ‘Men and Beasts. ,

AM now about to enter upon a gubject, of
which ‘the MAGNITUDPE and INTRICACY
fill me with awe and apprehension. In the
comprehensive. view which it is my intention

\

ce ~ to

r

\

AN
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. to take of this important and dl;puted topic, the
Indian Theology, so many various and complis
cated circumstances press for consideration, that
"I am almost at a loss from what point to com-
mence the, wide survey. If a'less.»degree of
order-and connection than T could wish should
appear in my reflections on this head of the
RELIGIQUS PRINCIPLES, maintained from age
to age by the Hindoos, the reader will, I hope,
candidly impute the defect to the obscure, the'
_extensive, and complex, nature of the subject
under examination. ,
During the intercourse which the antients
‘mamt'uned with. India, by means of the con-
quests of ALEXANDER, and the commen.e
afterwards carried on with the nations mhabltmg
‘the Peninsula, they were able to obtain a partial
' insight info their theological institutions, which,
- as far as known to them, have been faithfully
' transmitted to posterity,.in the writings. of Hero-
dotus, Diodorus Siculus, Strabo, and Pliny.
Some of the outlines which they have drawn
¢ are indeed just and striking; but the impene-
trable veil which the craft of the INDIAN, as
wellas of the EcYpT1AN, priesthood had thrown
over the more solemn mysteries of the religion
they professed, precluded any very intimate
acquajntance with its principles. Of the ge-
| A nuine
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nuine precepts and the more sublime doctrines
of BRauMA, whether considered as a theolo-
gist ot as a legislator, as they are now known
to us through the GEETA and the INSTITUTES
oF MENU, the antients were as entirely igno-
rant, as éven the European conquerors ¢ of Indna
themselves, to their disgrace, continued, till near
-the close of the eighteenth century, when Sir
William Jones, Mr Halhed, and Mr Wilkins,
made the most indefatigable and succesful cfforts
to investigate them. ' To the laborious researches
of these gentlemen is the public indebted for.
all the original knowledge of which they are
now in possession, both in regard to the true
principles of the theology of the Hindoos con-
tained in the VEDAs,* and the profound wis-
dom and equity dxsplayed in the code of their
laws. ‘ .
The gloomy cAVERN and the consecrated
GROVE bore witness to the earliest devotions of
mankind. The deep shade, the solemn silence,
the profound solitude, of such places, inspired
the contemplative soul with a kind of holy
horror and cherished in it the seeds of virtue
. and- religion. The same 'circumstances were

* The four sacred volumes of India, so denominated from
VeEDA, a SANSCREET root, signifying,"ro KNOW.

Cs3s .- s found
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fouad equally favourable to the propagation of
science, and tended to impress upon the minds
of the hearers the awful dictates of truth and
wisdom.! The BraaMinNs of Asia and the
Druips of Europe were therefore constantly
to be found in the recesses of the sacred grotto
and in-the bosom of the embowering forest.
Here, undisturbed, they chanted forth their
devout orisans to their Creator; here they prace
tised the severities of bodily mortification; here
they taught mankind the vanity of wealth, the
folly of power, and the madness of ambitjon,
All Asia beside cannot boast such-august and
admirable. monuments of antiquity as the ca.
yerns of SALSETTE and ELEPHANTA and the
sculptures that adorn them, I consider them,
not only as stupendous subterraneous temples of
the Deity, butas occasionally used by the Brahy -
mins for inculcating the profoundest arcana of
those sciences, for which they were so widely -
celebrated throughout the East. What were
* the religious rites practised and what the sciences
taught in those caverns, I shall reserve for ample
investigation 'under the second general head,
In the mean time it may be observed, that, from
‘the degep obscurity of caverns and forests, have,
in every age, issued the light of philosophy and
the beams of religion. ZOROASTER, or ZER-
DURST,
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‘DURST, the great reformer of the sect of the
Persian Magn, between whose doctrines. and
those of-BRAHMA I shall hereafter, in many
points, trace a striking resemblance, amidst the
gloom of a cavern, composed, his. celebrated
system of theological institutions, which filled
twelve volumes, each consisting of ‘a hundred
skins of vellum, and was called the ZEND-
AVESTA.* The renowned philosophers, Epi;:-
tetus and Pythagoras, who was himself- the
scholar of Zoroaster,f sought wisdom in the
solitary cell. Even the venerable prophets of the
true religion took up their abode in the solitudes

“of the desert; and the herald of the MEss1an,
- whose meat was the locusts and the wild honey

‘which those solitudes produced, declares him-
self to be ¢ the voice of one crying in the

wilderness.” In later ages, the crafty imposto; o

Mohammed, in order more effectually-to esta-
blish the pretended sanctity of his character,
thought it necessaay to shun the society of men,
and Tetired to fabricate his daring impositions’
' - _

® Dr Prideaux, who, next to the learned Hyde, has given the
most ample account of Zoroaster and hig tenets, informs us, that
the word Zend-aresta signifies Fire-kindler. See Prideaux’s Con-

nections, vol. i. p. 317, oct. edit. 1724. See also Dr Hyde, ’
Hist. Vet. Relig. Pers, cap. xxvi, p. 330. Edit. Oxan. 1760.

1 Prideaux’s Connections, vol i. p. 224.

C 4 . In
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in “a lonely' cave, amidst the recesses of

Mount Hara,” b -
GROVES, sacred to rehglon and science, were

- famous over all the East.. Abraham is said to

have ¢ planted a grove in Beershebah, and to
have called thefe upon the name of the Lord.”* .
But his degenerate posterity afterwards prosti-
tuted the hallowed grove to purposes of the
basest devotion. They were upbraided, by the
prophets, with burning incense and  offering
oblations, under every oak and green tree, to
the gods of the Phcenicians and the neighbour-

- ing nations. ' It was against the groves, polluted

. bysuch idolatrous sacrifices, that the most awful

. anathemas of offended heaven were, in holy

_writ, perpetually denounced. Amidst the ar-
dours of a torrid clime, those sylvan ‘solitudes
could not fail to afford the most grateful retreat;

but, aceording ‘to the united attestations of the

antients, their inmost recesses were often pol-
luted by the most dreadful rites, The Scy-
THIANS, also, who never erected temples to
the Deity, in their colder regions, celebrated
the mysteries of their sanguinary superstition
under groves of oak of astonishing extent and

of the profoundest gloom. Some of those oaks,

¢ Gen, xxi, verse 23.
- according
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accordmg to Keyslcr,  who has diligently in- .
vestigated the antiquities df that northern race,

- and traced them among their descendants in
Europe, were of a prodigious magnitude, and
were always plentifully sprinkled with the blood
of the expiring victims. However vast the- di-
mensions of those oaks might have been, itis-
hardly possible they could have exceceded in
size that wonderful Indian tree under which we
are-told, by the antients,f that .four hundred
- horsemen might take shelter at once. This
was doubtless the sacred BATTA, or banian-tree
of the moderns, -under the ample shade of
whose radicating branches, Tavernier informs
us, that the Hindoos of modern times delight
‘to reside, to dress their victuals, and erect their
- pagods.  Of one of this species, growing near
Surat, he has given an engraving,f with a
numbex of FAKEERs, the gymnosophists of the
antients, in every dreadful posture of penance
and distortion. The Druids of Gaul and of

* See Keysler’s Antiqﬁitates Septentrionales, Dissert, 3.

+ Consult Strabo, lib. xv. p.659, and Plin. Nat. Hist. lib. xii.
c. iv. in regard to the immense bulk of the Indian tr\.es, espe-
cially of the Ficus INpiga.

. ¥ See the engraving, Voyage de Tavernier, tom, iv. p. 118,
cdnt. aRouen, 1713, and p. 166 of the London foho edit.
Mona
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Mona,/the' immediate descendants of the an-
. tient CELTO-SCYTHIANS, retained the same
- veneration for groves of oak; and, according to

the Roman - historians, in the early periods of

that empire, practised the same tremendous
species of superstition, devoting to the gods,
with many horrid ceremonies, the unhappy

‘captives* taken in war. Lucan,} describing

the Massilian grove of the former, enumerates
~circumstances which make us shudder as we

read,—the gloomy, damp, impenetrable, grove,
where no sylvan deity ever resided, no bird
ever sang, no beast ever slumbered, no gentle
zephyr ever played, nor even the lighming
could rend a passage. It was a place of blood
and horror, ahounding with altars recking with
~ the gore of human victims, by which all the

* Vz’c&‘ma secems {o be derived 4 victo, the person canquered
in battle, and therefore doomed to sacrifice,

4+ Lucus erat, longo nunquam violatus ab avo,
Obscurum cingens connexis aéra ramis.—
Hunc non ruricole Panes, nemorumque potentes
Sylvani Nymphaque tenent, sed barbara ritu
& Sagra deum, structa sacris feralibus a[a':; '
Omnis et humanis lystrata cruoribus. arboes.
- Illis et volucres metuunt insistere ramis,
Et lustris recubare fer2: nec ventus in illas
Incubuit silvas, excussaque nubibus atris
Fulgura . . . . . , : :
Lucan’s Pharsalia, lib. iii. p- 400. & seq.
trunks

-

- . . -y
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trunks of the lofty and. eternal oaks, which
composed it, -were dyed of a crimson colour 3
a black and turbid water rolled through it in
many a winding stream ;- no soul ever entered
the forlorn abode, except’ the priest, who,-at
poon and at widnight, with paleness on his
brow and tremor in his step, went thither to
celebrate the horrible mysteries in honour of that
terrific deity whose aspect he dreaded more
than death to behold, »
- That a country,\hke India, whose juncLEs,
at this period of general cultivation, form in
some places an impervious harrier, and whose
sages have ever affected both the austerity
and seclusion of anchorites, should ance have
abounded with the noblest_groves, “calculated
for every purpose of superstition as well as ine
struction, is a supposition neither irrational nor
incredible, Indeed, many very extensive and
beautiful groves* yet remain in Hindostan,
though now applied to other purposes. - What-
ever may have been urged in favour of the high
antiquity of BENARES, as the original seat of -
. Hindoo literature, and the most favoured resi-
dence of the Brahmins, it seems to he afact;

* In the SscoNTALA, an antient Indian drama, the Brah-
mins age represented as residing in the bosqm of a deep forest.

' authenticated .



[ ]
authenticated by the evidence of the Ayeen
Akbefy,* and corroborated in some degree by
. the Asiatic Researches,f that TirHOOT, a city
situated in the north of Bahar, possesses a prior
claim to that honour; for, it is said, * from old
time, to have been the residence of Hindoo
learning;” and those delightful groves of orange-
trees mentioned ‘before, which extended no less
- than thirty cose,» might well contribute to ren-
der it the Athens of Hindostan. It-will be
femembered, that Birmh-Gaya, a place 'of.
‘worship, so called from being consccrated to
Brahma, is in that subah, and that Mr Cham-
bers, quoting Ferishta, says, that the province
of Bahar was thus denominated, * because it
was formerly so full of Brahmins, as to be, as
it were, one great seminary of learning,” asthe
word imports. - NAUGRACUT, situated on the
“range of mountains of the same name, to the
north of Lahore, is also mentioned, by antient.
travellers, as having a celebrated college of
Hindoo learning, groves of vast extent, and a
most frequented-and splendid chapel of Hindoo
devotion, the very floor of which, according
to Mandelsloe,} was covered with plates of

-~ # Ayeen Akbery, vol. ii. p. 32.
+ Asiatic Researches, vol. i. p. 163.
% Mandelsloe apud Harris, vol, ii. p. 120.

gold.
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gold. The rites, however, were somewhat of
a sanguinary kind: for, togain the smile of
MaTTA, the monstrous idol adored there, the
infatuated devotees cut out their tongues, which,
according to Abul Fazil,* miraculously grew
again in the space of two or three days.

It has, indeed, been asserted, and the as-.
sertion issupported by the evidence of tradition,
~ that the very early inhabitants of Iddia were
neither so gentle in their manners nor so guiltless
in their oblations as are the modern, but that they
delighted in the effusion of sacrificial* blood as
much as their progeny abhor and avoid it. It
has been asserted, that not only BESTIAL, but
even HUMAN, sacrifices were common among
_them,.and that the vestiges of this sanguinary -
superstition are still evident in frequent instances
of voluntary suicide, and particularly in the
whuman practice, so common throughout India,
of women burning themselves with their de-
ceased husbands; a practice which is still en-
couraged by the Brahmins, and which all the
authority of Mohammedan and European go-
vernors cannot cffectually check. The truth of
this assertion is, indeed, too well authenticated
both by anticnt and modern writers; and, though

* Ayeen Akbery, vol. ii. p. 133.
- - Mr
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Afr Holwell,* arguing from the general mild-
ness of the Hindoo character and the benevo-
lent principles of the Brahmin religion, stre<
nuously denics the existence of those bloody
rites, yet, uttaccountuble as it miay appear; the
‘VeEbast themselves enjoin thé oblation, on . :
some occasions; of a MAN, a BtLL, and a
HORSE, under the hames of NERAMEDHA,
GoMEDHA, and AswAMEDHA; In the Ayeen -
Akbery,} it is expressly said, - that, at a par-
ticular period, on account of the number of
animals which were at that time sacrificed in
Juggen, (divine worship,) ¢ the Almighty ap-
peared upon earth, under a human fort, to
convince mankind of the wickedness of that
custom, and that he lived a hundred years.”
- Strabo,§ indeed, and Arrian,|| unite in afftrming;
~ that sacrifices of animals were antiently prac-
tised in India, and specify both the bull and
- the horse, which were obliged to be coal-
“black, as being of a more rare and valuable
kind. The former adds, that the throats of .

* Holwell, part ii. p. 84.

t Asiat. Research. vol. i. p. 265.

t Ayeen Akbery, vol. iii. p. 241,
", § Strabo, lib. xv. p. 710,

Il Arrian in Indicis,

the



R

the victims were not cut, for fear of rendering
the sacrifice imperfect by spilling the blood of
the animal, but that they were strangled. This
mode of depriving the animal of dife, if we
are at all to credit the account, was more pro-
bably adopted to avoid the defilement of that
blood, but I can by no means find this parti-

cular confirmed, either in the Asiatic Researches,

which expressly say, these ceremonies were .
stained with blood, nor in that part of the Ayeen
Akbery which records the history of the sacri-
ficial rites of India. The latter book mentions,
in opposition to what Strabo asserts concerning
the coal-black steed, that the AswAMEDHA
~ Jue, or horse-sacrifice, was only properly per-
. formed when' the animal was white with a
black right ear; which, however, being an
object equally rare, will sefve to prove the va-
lidity of that valuable author’s general infor-
mation. . '
However incredible to some persons may
appear the assertion of the most sanguinary
rites having been at one time gcenerally prac-
tised in Hindostan, the- existence of such rites
- is rendered exceedingly probable by the follow-
ing short chapter in the Ayeen Akbery, which
Abul Fazil, who had the best opportunities of
investigating the fact, would not have inserted
unless

~

\,
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~ unless founded in truth. Tt isentitled,* MErzs E

-

rorious Kinds of Suicive.  There are five
in number for the choice of the voluntary vic-
tin. <« 1. 8tarving. ‘2. Covering himself with
cow-dung, settirig it on. fire, and consuming
himself therein. 3. Burying himself with snow.
(This practice must have been peculiar to -the
northern regions.). 4. At the extremity of

Bengal, where the Gangeé discharges itsclf inte

the sea through a thousand channels, he goes -

" into the water, enumerates his sins, and prays-

till the alligators come and devour him. 5.

- Cutting his throat at Allahabad, at the con-

flueitce of the Ganges‘z'md the Jumna.” The
legislator, who could denominate these horrid
acts of self-murder meritorious, could not-be
of a very mild or benevolent dispositien, but,
on the contrary, must have beer a’gloomy
bigot or blood-thirsty tyrant. The sacrifice
which CarLanNus made of himself on the
funeral pile before the whole assembled army
of Alexander; the similar devotion of himself

-to the flames, at Athens, of the venerable

Brachman ZarMANocHAGAs, who “attended
the cmbassy sent by Porus to Augustus, and
whosc epitaph, dictated by himsclf, expressly

* Ayeen Akbery, vol. iii. p. 274.
- : asserted ,
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asserted; that he rehnqunshed life in canformity
to a custom prevailing among his countrymen;
. that, mentioned in a former chapter, of the un«
successful but warlike sovereign of Lahore°
and the anthenncated narratives, in timés com-
A paratwely modern, of the sacrifice or inhuma-
tion, together with the corpse of the\_ monarch,
of the principal slaves and most beloved wo- -
men* of the sovereigns of the Peninsula; these
collective considerations mcontestably prove
how much-accustomed the Indians formerly
were to the rite of human sacrifices, and in'how _
late periods - they continued to practise that
enormity, either constrained in regard to others
" or voluntary in respect to themselves. The
dreadful rite, as a public national sacrifice,
ceased, we are told,} when the ninth great
incarnation of VEESHNU, in the form of the
god .BoobnH, above-mentioned, took place,
about 1000 years before Christ, when that be-
nign and compassionate deity abolished the dis-

* Mention is made, in Harris’s Voyages, (vol. i. p. 282,) of the
death of a king at Tanjore, at whose funeral no less than three
hundred of his concubines at once leaped into the flames. Texeu'a,
in page 9 of his Persian History, declares, that, when he was in )
India, “ &ur hundred women burned themselves at the funeral of
the N axque of Madura.”

+ Asiat. Regearch. vol. i. p. 263.
_VOL. IT, - D graceful
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graceful custom, and ordained, in its place, the
more simple and innocent oblation of fryits,
flowers, and incense.

I am_inclined to believe, that both this
~ practice, and the barbarous custom of devoting
to death the affectionate wife on the funeral-
pile of her deceased husband, (doctrines so
opposite to the general precepts of Brahma,
which cherished in the bosom of his votaries
“the most enlarged benevolence, and extended
that benevolence even to brutes,) derived its’
origin, in part, from some early but forgotten
" connection with the neighbouring ferocious and
war-trained tribes of Scyruia. I have ven-
tured to differ from Major Rennel, in deriving
the national appellation of Cathai, which the
Greeks, doubtless from some resembling sound
heard by them, gave to the most warlike people
of northern India, from Kathay, or, if writ-
ten Cuthel, from Scuthe, or \Scythe; whereas,
that gentleman, finding the name written Ka-
theri in Diodorus Siculus, with perhaps greater
propnety, would understand by them the
Kattry, or Raja-pout, tribe, and quotesa pas-
“sage from Thevenot in corroboration of the
‘idea. However, his 6wn.conjecture, that the
~tribe of NoMURDY, inhabiting the banks of

the Indus, may probably be the descendants
. : . o of
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of thé ScyTHIAN NomapEs, and a.relation
which 1 find in Abulgazi’s History # of the
Tartafs; concerhing 4. very antient conquest of
the northeérn regions of Hindostan by Ocus
KuAN, one of theif most early emperors, an
acCount of which will be hercafter given in its '
proper place; induces me still, with every pro-, .
pet diffidence, to adhere to that opxmon. But
there antiently existed a race of people who
bordered still nearer to the northern frontiers
of India, ind whose manners and habits; He
rodotus + acquaints us; greatly resembled .
those of the Scythians, I mean the MassaGEy -
T&; inhabitifig, according to Sir W, Jones,g r
the territory by the moderns called BADAKS
' 8HAN, from whose primitive practices, ' how-
ever now altogether relinquishied, the Indians
might have borrowed their less humane prins
ciples and customs. F consider the GETES,
upon whom Timur is said to have made war,
ds the direct descendants of this antient tribe,
and am induced to do so by Sheriffedin’s de-
seription of them,.as a Warlike race of moun~

%

. SeeAbulgazu Hist. of the Tart. vol. i. p. 17. ~
- 4 Herodotus, lib. i. p. 99, edit. Stephani, 15’2, which is the '
&dition quoted throughout this work.

x Descnptxon of Asia, p. 21, preﬁxed to Nadu Shah

Da o taineers, '
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taineers.* These GETES, Major Rennel 4 sup-
poses to be the same people with the modern
JavrTs, who, at this day, make so conspicuous
a figure in Hindostan. It is not from attachment
to system, but from a wish to vindicate the mild ’
- and benevolent progeny of Hindostan from
~ the inconsistency of a conduct so entirely re-
"pugnant to their genius; and to the general
‘'sentiments and practice at this” day prevailing
throughout the country, except among the
war-tribe only, that I have so far pressed this
‘argument, in the hope of inducing a persua-

- sion that so nefarious a practice might possibly"

“not have ongmated among them, but was.

dreadful exotic,imported during their connec-
. tion with their neighbours of the more bar-
borous north. The sanguinary usage might
have been universally adopted only in times
“prior to the institution of their first great le-
gislator, whosoever, in reality, that legislator
might have been. If, however, we allow;
what, after all, I fear must be allowed; that it
was prescribed by MENu himself; to avoid:
absurdity, we must suppose, that, to prevent
~too viplent a shock being given to religious

* Life of Timur Bec, vol. ii. p. 46.
4 Major Rennel’s Memoxr, p- 119, second edition.

; prej udxces’ '

. N .
- ' .
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prejudices so deeply. rooted, or not ventufing
to run the risk of abolishing at once a cus-,
‘tom so generally practised, he permitted it
only on some particular emergencies; but, in
general, and probably with a view to remove -
tor ever the baneful impression from their
minds, throughout = his whole * voluminous
code,* inculcated the most beneficent affection

- to their fellow-creatures; and, to prevent'the .
effusion of bestial blood, which we know was
so prodigally shed by the most antient nations, |
established the humane, byt fanciful, and since
corrupte:d,doctriné of the Metempsychosis. .

"The Scyrnians, however, were not their
only neighbours who were, in a notorious de~
gree, guilty of the enormity of human sacri-
fices. If Herodotus may be credited, (ard,
concerning these remote periods of the world,
even Herodotus, the most respectable histo-
rian of antiquity, or rather the vencrable fa-
ther of all history, may bé sometimes fallible,)
the antie,rit PERS»IANS' + sacrificed human vic-
~tims; and, in particular, he informs us, that,.

* The four VEpas together compose eleven folio volumes,
which are now in the possession of Colonel Polier, wio was for
many years resident at the court of DeLm1. :

+ Herodoti, lib. vii. p. 477, edit. Steph.

D3 n
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in the expedition of Xerxes into Greece, ar-
riving at a place in the country of the Edo-
nians, called the Nine Ways, the Magi took
ning of the sons and daughters of the inhabi-
tants,” and buried them - alive;* for, he adds, to
.these rites of inhumation the Persians are ac-
customed, , To corroborate the truth of a cir-

 cumstance which he suspected might not

be credited by his readers, he, in the very next’
‘sentence, acquaints us, he had heard, that,
when -Amestris, wife of Xerxes, had happily
attained to mature age, with confirmed health,

'she ordered fourteen children, of the noblest
families of Persia, to be byried aljve, in grateful
sacrifice to the subterraneous - deity.f This
practice, however, was equally contrary to the
precepts of Zorpaster as to the general tenor of
the VEpas. How shall we account for its in-
troduction into thpse nations, or, indeed, of sa
horrid a rite into any nation ? For, in fact, all
. the most antient nations of the earth practlsed
it; the Pheenicians, the Chaldaans, the Egyp-
tians, and, it is too Prpbab,k_:) the Jews thems: .
gelves, who were forbidden, by the most dread-
ful penalties, to cause their sons and their

' & Zdgrras'syrwuoaer.

» L] Plutarcb confirms the same fact; but, instead of fourteen, says
- ~ Amestris offered up the hallowed number of nine victims to Pluto.

daughters,
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daughters, like the Chaldzans, to pass through
the fire to Moloch, the Pheenician diety. The
abomination descended from CAIN, the first
murderer, to all his posterity ; and we must. -
consider the command of Jehovah to Abraham,

first to sacrifice his only son, and 'then, by

the voice of an angel from heaven, ordering
him to forbear and to sacrifice a RAM in his
place, as a strong decisive mark of his disappro-
bation, and ‘as an express prohibition of the
continuance among men of so nefarious and
detestable a practice.

.The AswAMEDHA Jva, or horse-sacnﬁce,
the Indians, doubtless, derived from the Per- -
sians, among whom, atcording.to the whole
stream of classic antiquity, the horse wasin a
peculiar manner sacred to the sun.. In their
pompous sacrifices to that deity, a radiant car,
glittering with gold and diamonds, and drawn
by white harses, in imitation of these sstherial |
coursers which they imagined rapidly convey- .
ed the orb of day in itg progress through the
expanse of heaven, canstantly formed a part
of the procession, It was preceded by a train
of led horses, sumptuously arrayed, and of un-
comman beauty and magnitude, who were the -
destined victims of that splendid supexstition.
The Massaget®, too, that warlike race,. who,

D4  according
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at:cordmg to Strabo,* opposed the arms of the\
‘great ‘Cyrus, adoréd the suN and sacrificed
R horses to that delty, Horses, however, were
not only sacnﬁced to the sun in the  antient
f zras of the Persxan emplre for, the Persians
(who, accordmg to the more authentic repre-
“sentation of Dr Hyde venerated all the cle-
" .ments of nature) paid likewise a rehglous ho-
mage to water: and Herodotus, in the page
cited bef'ore, says, that, on the arrival of the
army at the Strymon, -the Magi sacrificed. nine
white horses to that river, into which they. drew
them, with a quantlty of rich aromatics. I may
in this p]ace remark, that, as there seems to be
the  most ‘solid ground for supposing that the
" Indians owe to their early connection with
Persia- their profound reverence for fire, so it i
not improbable that their veneration for great
rivers, as, for instance, the Ganges and the
Kistnah, whose streams they account sacred,
may be derived from the same fruitful source.
T was not able to oblige my readers with any

' Strabo, Iib. xi. p- 487, edit. Basil. ‘The edition referred fq
throughout.

_* I particularly mention these rivers, because two of the most
consnderable, but the Ayeen Akbery, vol. iii. p.254, enumerates
no less than twenty-eight rivers whnch are held sacred by the

Hmdoos
very
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yery partlcuhr account of the Neramedha, or
human sacrifice, as antiently practised in In-
dia ; (though I shall hereafter give an instance
of one” from the HEEfropADEs;j but, on that
at present under consideration, some rays of
light have heen thrown in a translation by Mr
Halhed from an old Persian author, who pub-
lished in that language a Hindoo commentary
upon the Vedas, in which this rite, as a sym-
bol, is explained.  The whole account is wild
and romantic in the extremé, and Mr Halhed
does- not absolutely wouch' for its authenticity ;-
however, till more genuine sources of informa-
tion are opened to us, we must make the most
of those in our possession. The Aswamedha
Jug, we are told in that book, does not merely
- consist in bringing a horse and sactificing him,
bu the rite is also to be taken in a mystic sig-
‘nification. ' ¢ The horse, so sacrificed, ‘is in
the place of the sacrificer, bears'his sins with
him into the wilderness into which he is turned
adrift, (for, from this particular instance, it
seems that the sacrificing-knife was not always
employed,) and becomes the expiatory victim
of those sins.” Mr Halhed dbserves,® that
his ceremony reminds us of the scape-goat of

* See the Preface tothe Code of Gentoo Laws, p. 9.

-

. » " the
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. the children of Israel, and, indeed, it zé not
~ the only one in which a particular co-incidence
between the Hindoo and Mosaic systems of
theology may be traced. _

The Ayeen Akbery informs us, that the As-.
wamedba Jug is performed only by great mo.
narchs previous to their entering upon a wap,

that he then carries victory wherever he goes,
and that whosoever has performed thisc¢ Ceremony
a hundred times will become a monarch in the
upper regions. Mr Wilkins,* commentating
upon a passage, allusive to this sacrifice, in the
HeeTorADES, differs from Abul Fazil; for,
he says, that the sacrifice of the horse was, in -
antient times, performed by a king at the cop+
clusion of a great war in which he had been
yvictorious,

The GoMmeDpHA Jua, or sacrifice of the
bull, they might probably derive from the
same quarter ; since we are told by Xenophon,-
that the bull in Persia was likewise sacred to the

"sun. ‘This species of sacrifice, hawever, can.
not be easily reconciled with their present en.
thusiastic and general attachment to that class
of animals; so general and so enthusiastic, that,
throughout India, to kill one of these sacred

® Advert to notes on the HietorADES, p. 331,
' animals,
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acimals is a crime that can only be expiated
by the instant death of the offender. There is
a beautifyl engraving taken from an antjent
sculpture jn marble, and inserted in the curi-
ouys and yaluable collection of Montfaucon,*
which is sq highly illustrative of the Gomedha
sacrifice, that I cannot refrain from presenting
the reader with a short description of a part of
it, as well as of another or two, in Dr Hyde’s
yery learned work on_the Religion of the An-
gient Persians, which will still more immedj-
ately elu'_cidatc the present obscure subject,

The reader, who may not have read Dr Hyde’s . °

book, nor be acquainted with the profound
and stupendoys mysteries of the antient wor-
ship’ of M1THRA, concerning which I shall
have occasion to treat so largely hereafter, will,
perhaps, he astonished to hear that the Per-
sians, who were of all nations the most ad-
dicted to this species of superstition, chose ta
perfarm their adorations to that deity in deep
caverns and gloomy recesses. The deeper those
caverns, the more gloomy those recesses, to a
sublimer point of elevation mounted the zeal

* See Mantfaucan, I'Antiquité expliquée, tome i. p. 373, edit, .
Paris, 1719.  See alsa a similar sculpture, engréved in Dr Hyde’s
first plate, with other curious astronomical appendages, which will
be noticed hereafier. '

. of
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of their devotion; and more fervently \é"](“‘.‘ffd
" the never“-dying,ﬂame of the sacrifi-~  (re
reason for adopting a conduct, sn = - iy
incongruous, scems to be, that all the ¢ yste-
ries of religion, celebrated in the antient world,
were performed, as I have expressed myself in
another part of this Dissertation, e oxorw ¥as
wxri, in the bosom of darkness and in the dead
silence of the night. Another reason for per-
forming this worship in caves is given by Lac-
iantius, who, after affirming that the Persians
were the first people who worshipped the sun
in dens and caves, adds, that they did so to
denote the eclipses of that luminary. Around
- these caverns, as will be more extensively ex-
plained hereafter, when I come to describe the
mysterious rites, probably celebrated in Sal-
+ sette and Elephanta, were arranged various sym-
“bols of the sun and planetary train, with sculp-
tures of the animals that composed the signs of
the zodiac, engraved on the lofty walls, and
decorating the embossed roof. 1In this artifi-
cial planisphere conspicuously was' portrayed
the constellation of TAurus, or the bull, and
the bas-relief, of which the above-mentioned
antiquary has given an engraving, represents a .-
person in the full vigour -of. youth, adorned
~with a kind of tiara, such as were worn by

: the
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the Mithratic priests in’the sacrifices, and’ with
aloose tunic floating in the air, pressing to the
ground with his knee a struggling BuLL, ex-
tended bencath him, and, while he holds him
muzzled with the left hand, with his right he
s in the act of plunging a dagger into his
throat. ¢ ‘But why,”-exclaims the Abbé Ba-
nier,* whom Warburton (for once just to merit)
calls the best interpreter of the mythology of
the antients, “ why is MITHRA, under the
figure of an active robust young man, repre-
- sented in.the attitude of slaying a BuLL, as he
appears on all the monuments of the antients?”
In the Abbé’s opiniom, it is a forcible figura-
tive cmblem of the renovated warmth and vi-
gour of the sun, who, having passed with-
out heat and strength the cold wintry signs,
when thé spring approaches, and he enters into
TAURUS, one of the vernal signs, shines forth
in a highly-increased degrece of strength and
splendour, shadowed out under the emblem of
cutting the throat of the BULL, one of the-
strongest and. fiercest of animals. The Abbé
contends,} that this symbolical sculpture is not
a representation of a sacrifice to the sun, but

* See Banier’s Mythology, vol. ii. p. 104,
+ Ibid. - -
only
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_ only intended asan unage of Ins power-ifi thit
" sign. As; however; in nearly all the bas-re=
liefs relative to this worship, a similar figure of
a young man cutting the throat of a BuLL ins
variably occurs, it most probably is allusive to
.that sacrifice : or, shall we sdy; that What the °
Persians beheld thus strikingly portrayed upon
the most antient zodiac in hieroglyphic charac-
ters, inventcd probably by the fathers of mans
kind to represent the power and influence of the.
SUN in TAURUS, was; in succeeding ages, reas
lised by servile and infatuated sdperstition, and
the slaughtered bull was thenceforth esteemed a
grateful sacrifice to the suN, when they hailed
" his return to the vernal; constellations, and ins

voked,

s Pirsxr sub rupibus Aunu
Indignata sequi torquentem cornua MiTHRAM.®

The . general meamng of Statius, with the
reader’s permission, I shall venture to give in
the follong paraphrase ;

In Persia’s hallow’d caves, the LoRp oF paY
Pours through the central gloom his fervid ray ; .
High wrought in burnish’d gold the zodiac shines,
And MiTura toils through all the blazing signs.
‘See, rising pale from winter’s drear domain,
, The radiant youth resumes his vernal reign :-
With sinewy arm reluctant Tavrus tames;,
Beams with new grace, and darts severer flathes.

# Statii Thebais, Lib. i

. Although
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~ Although 1 profess to glve the descriptioit .
only of the pnnmpal figure in this sculpture,
yet it ought by no means to be omitted, that,
on the right side of this monument, stand. two
youths, with similar, habits and tiaras, ~hgld-
ing each a torch; the one raised aloft and bla-
~ zing in full splendour; the other, with the
lighted end directed downwards to the earth,
and faintly .glimmering. These expressive
figures, as seems to be universally agreed among
antiquaries, represent, the former the rising,
the latter the setzting, sun; though, since it was
the object of the sculptor to portray Mithra in -
his full splendour only, I should conceive they
* were rather intended for symbols of the morning
. and the evening star. ,
There is another forcible reason that inclines
me to think this action of cutting the throat of
the bull allusive to a real sacrifice, whlch 1s,
that, in. one -of the other bas-reliefs, I mean
that of the ViLLa-BorGHEsA, (and all of
these antxque sculptures, dugup in Italy, are, .
“doubtless, only imitations of those found in
Persia and Media by the Romans, who origi-.
nally introduced into Italy the mysterious rites -
of Mithra,) upon the thigh of the slaughtered
animal there is this inscription, SorL1 Dgo 1N- -
victo MirHrZ; which seems indisputably
‘ ' “to

\
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1o allude fo the circumstance of tlhié oblation.
As to the other inscription, NAMA SABASIO;
which appears upon the neck of the animaly

- just above the part into which the dagger is

plunged, and which, the Abbé says; has per-
plexed all the antiquaries; the meaning will
‘appear very evident, when we consider that
Nama may possibly bean appellative, and that
SABA means the host of heaven.

‘In the celebrated work of Hyde there are

two other plates, peculiarly illustrative of the

rites and symbols of the Mithratic religion.
Thé former, facing page 111, exhibits, in as
many different compartments, no less than four
striking emblematical portraits of Mithra, and
the bull sacred to him; but. the one, which [
wish particularly to point out to the reader’s

* mnotice, is that in which an elevated figure, de-

corated with a high tiara, stands erect upon the
same animal, with one foot placed upon his
head and the other centred upon his b