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Preface

The Encyclopedia of Modern Asia is an unprecedented effort at global understand-
ing. With a readership of students and nonspecialists in mind, a team of more than
eight hundred scholars and other experts from around the world has compiled this
six-volume, 2.2-million-word publication. In it, we explore economics, religion, tech-
nology, politics, education, the family, the arts, environmental issues, international
relations, scientific advances, and other vital aspects of the Asian experience that will
shape the twenty-first century. The Encyclopedia explains the relationship of Asia to
the rest of the world through its extensive coverage of the historical exchange of ideas
and inventions. Most important, it provides a variety of perspectives on issues and
events, and encompasses the past and the present of Asia in an authoritative and fully
cross-disciplinary work.

To provide the comprehensive view needed by students and scholars in our global
age, the Encyclopedia takes the broad and dynamic view of Asian history and culture
that does not make false assumptions about Asian unity or uniformity, but allows us
to look for continuity and diversity, change and variation, across and beyond this vast
territory.

The Encyclopedia contains over 2,600 entries, which range from 200 to 4,000
words. The text is supplemented by 1,300 illustrations, tables, and sidebars of mainly
primary-source materials; 90 maps; topical and regional outlines; and an extensive in-
dex. Articles have been written by experts from more than a dozen scholarly disci-
plines, from fields including banking, economic development, law, and human rights,
and from more than sixty nations.

Our goal when we began this project with Charles Scribner’s Sons in 1998 was to
make the Encyclopedia of Modern Asia the standard reference work on Asia. Much has
happened in Asia since then—the Asian economic crisis of 1997-1998 (the effects of
which remain), the September 11th terrorist attack on the United States in 2001 and
subsequent invasion of Afghanistan and war on terrorism, and increased fighting in
the Middle East—to name just a few.

After September 11, 2001, people were fascinated by the fact that three years ear-
lier we came up with the idea for this project, complete with coverage of the Central
Asian republics, the Taliban, and many articles on Islam. "Were you smart or lucky?"
someone asked. Our small publishing company’s mission is to focus on the "global
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PREFACE

experience and contemporary issues.” Our first publication after September 11 was
the Encyclopedia of Fundamentalism, followed by the Encyclopedia of Crime and Punish-
ment, and now the Encyclopedia of Modern Asia.

Four years ago we had no idea that terrible, dramatic events would have Ameri-
cans riveted by information on the religion and culture of Islam, or that bookstores
would be selling Afghanistan maps by their cash registers. We did know that Asia was
important and not well understood. We found its diversity and complexity absorb-
ing. It’s been thrilling to work with Asia scholars all over the world, even though
we’ve dealt with threats that e-mail service in Turkmenistan would be stopped by the
government, contributors’ worries about political repercussions, and a variety of lin-
guistic and cultural barriers.

As new political and economic conflicts—and opportunities—develop worldwide,
and international trade barriers come down, and as there is an increasing migration
and exchange of people and ideas, the Encyclopedia of Modern Asia will be a vital source
of reliable and accessible information on the events, ideas, and issues that are shap-
ing our future. The readership we have in mind is not just scholars and students but
also journalists, businesspeople, governmental officials, and tourists.

Our essential purpose has been, since the first time we discussed this ambitious
and sometimes nearly overwhelming project, to provide readers with information and
knowledge about modern Asia from an Asian perspective. This immediately raises
several questions about what readers will find in the Encyclopedia of Modern Asia. What
is information? What is knowledge? What is Asia? What is modern Asia? What is an

Asian perspective?

What Are Information and Knowledge?

In the age of rapid information availability via the Internet, understanding and ap-
preciating the distinction between information and knowledge is crucial to making
our way in the global community. Information and knowledge are both valuable, but
they are not the same thing, and in the end only knowledge will enable the citizens
of the twenty-first century to work together to create a better world.

By information we mean facts—dates, places, people, events, statistics—about who,
what, where, and when. In the Encyclopedia you will find tens of thousands of facts,
as our goal is always to provide information about the who, what, where, and when
of modern Asia. Some of these facts stand alone, others paint a broad picture when
combined with other facts, and still others provide context for deeper analysis and
discussion.

By knowledge we mean information that has been organized, combined, studied,
analyzed, and synthesized to answer questions about how and why. Here, you will
find much knowledge, primarily in the form of articles by hundreds of international
experts. These articles provide comprehensive, up-to-date, and authoritative discus-
sions of the key elements of the history and culture of modern Asia.

What Is Asia?

By Asia we mean the thirty-three nations that comprise the subregions of East
Asia, Southeast Asia, South Asia, Central Asia, and West-Southwest Asia. Geograph-
ically, these nations range from Japan in the east to Turkey in the west and from Ka-
zakhstan in the north to Indonesia in the south. Temporally, Asia includes nations and
civilizations that are several thousand years old, such as China, Japan, and Iran (an-
cient Persia); nations that came into being as nation-states only in the twentieth cen-
tury, such as Turkey and Singapore, and one nation—FEast Timor—that is brand new.
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PREFACE

The use of the label Asia in this work is not meant to imply that there is one Asia
nor to mask the significant variations that exist both across the region and between
and even within nations. In fact, quite the opposite is the case. The Encyclopedia em-
phasizes diversity, with attention given to each region and each nation.

One cannot exaggerate just how diverse Asia is in language, religion, economy,
form of government, history, and culture. It is more diverse and has less political and
economic unity than any other region in the world today. There is no single histor-
ical or modern feature that defines or unites all of Asia.

In Asia, there is no religion like Christianity, which has long provided unity across
Europe and the New World. Islam is the most widespread religion in the region, but
is a minority religion in several large nations such as Japan, India, China, and the
Philippines, and the majority of people in Asia are not Muslims. Buddhism is the ma-
jor religion in East and mainland Southeast Asia but is no longer prominent in Cen-
tral Asia and never was in West Asia. Western colonialism also did not produce
regional unity as it has in parts of Africa. Asia was never colonized by one nation, al-
though British influence was the broadest and in places the deepest. China has had
much influence in East and northern Southeast Asia, but little in Central and West
Asia. Asian colonization by the Mongols moving south and west, Hindu Indians mov-
ing east, and the Chinese moving south and east has had subregional rather than re-
gional influence.

Every form of government has been found, and many still can be found, across
Asia—theocracies, monarchies, constitutional monarchies, stable democracies, emerg-
ing democracies, communist states, and military dictatorships. Although Asian na-
tions are members of the United Nations, there is no pan-regional body that is the
equivalent of NATO, the European Union, the Organization of American States, or
the Organization of African Unity. In fact, it is subregional associations like NATO
tor Turkey, ASEAN for Southeast Asian nations, and CIS for Central Asian nations
which are especially important today.

The economy is also diverse, often within nations and across the region. In much
of southern Asia and the east, wet-rice agriculture and village and family life based
on it have been a powerful unifying force. But elsewhere, in rural areas, we find other
primary subsistence methods including nomadic pastoralism, the farming of wheat
and barley, horticulture, hunting, and fishing. In modern times, Asian nations have
experienced very different patterns of economic development, with some relying on
a single resource, such as oil, natural gas, or timber. Others rely on industrialized
farming, while still others reply on manufacturing and others on a service-based econ-
omy. Asia houses the poorest nation in the world (Afghanistan), the second-leading
economy (Japan), and the fastest-growing economy (China). Within nations, there is
much difference in wealth between rural and urban areas and also in many nations
with an emerging and increasingly influential middle class.

Culturally and linguistically, the region is again the most complex in the world.
As the dozens of articles on languages show, there are thousands of languages spo-
ken across Asia and within several nations (for example, India, China, Indonesia) peo-
ple speak many different languages. Asia is also home to at least a thousand different
cultural groups, some of whom have never been studied closely. India and Indonesia
have several hundred each, China has at least fifty-five, and even ethnically homoge-
neous nations such as Japan and Iran have visible ethnic minorities.

The nations of Asia also vary in the amount of freedom of expression they afford
their citizens. Some nations—Iran, Iraq, China, Vietham—are considered to be quite
restrictive in this regard. This had important implications, as it limited the number
of experts from these nations who would agree to write for the project. Several
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authors made it clear that their contributions were for scholarly purposes only, and
one asked that his article be published without attribution.

Perhaps the one factor common to all of Asia in 2002 is contact with the West
and reactions to Westernization. The different regions of Asia feel the effects of West-
ernization differently and respond to it differently, but it is an issue all of Asia faces.
And, to a significant degree, how it is dealt with will have much to do with the na-
ture of Asia in the twenty-first century.

It must be noted that there are several nations and regions not covered here in de-
tail that some experts might classify as belonging in Asia: the Caucasus or Caucasia,
Siberia, and Australia. Caucasia and Siberia are covered in several articles, but not in
the same detail as other regions, mainly because most experts agree that from a cul-
tural and political perspective they are better classified as being in Europe. Australia,
too, though it now has close ties to several Asian nations and a growing Asian pop-
ulation, is politically, linguistically, and culturally European. Thus, it is not covered
in detail although its relations with Asian nations are well covered. Also not covered
in detail are several West Asian nations—Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, Israel and the na-
tions of the Arabian peninsula—which are geographically part of Asia. They are not
covered in detail for both conceptual and practical reasons. Conceptually, they form
much of a separate region known as the Middle East, a region defined by Arab cul-
ture and Islam. The three nations of the Middle East covered here—Turkey, Iran,
and Iraq—are part of what used to be called the Near East and in several ways are
tied to Asia to the east. And from a practical standpoint, we realized early on that six
volumes is still very little space to cover all of Asia and so we restricted breadth of
coverage so as not to compromise depth of coverage.

One factor in choosing not to include the other Middle Eastern nations was the
point made by expert advisers that we would also have to cover North Africa, which
is culturally and politically part of the Middle East. A second consideration was the
availability of reference material on these nations. In 1996 Macmillan published its
four-volume Encyclopedia of the Modern Middle East, which provides excellent cover-
age of these nations.

Because we take a dynamic, international relations perspective, the Encyclopedia
also covers many nations outside Asia. For example, the many articles about relations
between Asian nations and the United States and about Asian nations and Europe or
European nations, tell us much about the United States and Europe today. Similarly,
the many articles on economics and commerce emphasize both the international and
regional dimensions, a significant consideration in this time of rapid globalization.

What Is Modern Asia?

Now that we have defined Asia, what do we mean by modern Asia? Not surpris-
ingly, there is no single date that marks the transition to modern—if such a date ac-
tually exists at all—that applies to all nations. Early on in the project, the year 1850
was suggested by historians as a reasonable date, but we do not apply it systemati-
cally across Asia. From a temporal point of view, we have focused on Asia in the
twentieth century and on those earlier events that have continuing impact today. Be-
cause Asian nations have rich and deep histories and much cultural continuity over
time, many articles cover people, places, events, developments, trends, and ideas of
the past.

Our conceptualization of modern Asia is dynamic and interactional and stresses
those points in recent Asian history when Asian nations became more open to
contact with other nations both in the region and beyond. This, of course, varies
widely from nation to nation, and in fact some nations, such as Iran and Afghani-
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stan, have in recent times moved to restrict contact with the outside world. Nonethe-
less, this emphasis on interactions and relationships is an important defining feature
of our meaning of "modern" and also a defining and unique focus of this work. It
is the reason that there are over one hundred articles on relationships between
nations (such as China—India Relations and Japan—United States Relations),
dozens of articles on trade, articles on environmental issues across the continent, sur-
veys of human rights, and articles on the media, tourism, and Asian communities out-
side Asia.

Conceptually, this encyclopedia takes a modern world systems view of Asia, with
Asian nations and the institutions in them seen as increasingly significant participants
in regional and international economic, political, and cultural networks. This ap-
proach allows us to extensively cover topics ignored or given less attention in earlier
reference works on Asia: contemporary political and business dynasties, international
business networks, economic development, the changing roles of women, human
rights, migration, regional and subregional alliances, and ethnic relations.

What Is an Asian Perspective?

When we first began discussing this project with scholars, several told us that they
were concerned that other works took a Western perspective and they wanted this
work to be different—to describe and explain Asia as Asians see and experience it.
We knew that this was what we wanted to do: provide a fresh view of a vital part of
the world, a view that would enable students to travel, intellectually and imagina-
tively, to the heart of Asia.

Our determination to provide an Asian perspective—in addition to explaining the
Western perspective—influenced the project’s development on a practical level. First,
we included many articles on topics that do not translate neatly into English. This is
why there are several dozen articles with Asian terms as their titles, such as chaebol,
juche, bedaya, and kyoiku mama.

Second, it meant that we had to cover the diversity of Asia. We did this in several
ways, by, for example, including separate articles on the same phenomenon in dif-
terent places or forms. The dozens of articles on Islam, Buddhism, and Christianity
across Asia reflect this diversity. We also included general survey articles on several
topics—history, politics, economy, human rights, women, marriage and family, edu-
cation—for each nation or subregion. These articles highlight both similarities and
differences and make cross-nation and -region comparisons easy and quick. By in-
cluding hundreds of articles on specific topics such as puppetry, sumo, haiku, and
batik, we are able to highlight unique cultural, political, and economic features of all
the nations. Finally, we ensured diversity by recruiting an international team of edi-
tors and authors—nearly nine hundred in all from more than sixty nations.

All of the above decisions were "field-tested" in April 2001 by we two editors and
our two children, aged twelve and fifteen, on a month-long trip to Japan, China, and
Kazakhstan. Through contacts made during the project, we knew people in all three
nations and through their hospitality we were able to sample life in these nations in
a way not possible for many travelers.

Our trip began during the week in 2001 when the United States and China were
acrimoniously negotiating over a grounded U.S. spy plane and its twenty-four-
member crew. It was soon after the sinking of the Ehime Maru, a Japanese fishing
boat, by a U.S. nuclear submarine. As we drove to the airport, it occurred to us that
the destination we were on best terms with was Kazakhstan.

In Beijing we had meetings with contributors to the encyclopedia, executives at an
Internet company, and an editor at the People’s Daily, which is based in grounds
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guarded by soldiers. We spoke to the Rotary Club in Almaty, Kazakhstan. Our final
few days were spent in Kyoto, Japan, in the tranquil setting of Amherst House, on
the Doshisha University campus. "I might want to be an expat," said our daughter
Rachel reflectively.

We managed without tour guides and were the only westerners on most of our
flights (some of which were delayed—we were glad we brought a spare suitcase
of paperback books). We still talk about the day we got a taxi to take us to Heaven
Lake, in the mountains north of Urumgi in the far west of China. Negotiation with
the driver centered around a tiny map in my guidebook and my memory of the
Chinese name for the mountains. He and the hotel doorman seemed to know where
we wanted to go, but as we left the doorman waved and said politely, “Hoping to see
you again some day.”

In China and Japan we sampled the traditional and the modern, although the mod-
ern was far more ubiquitous in Japan. The mix of old and new is perhaps most strik-
ing in Beijing where broad shopping streets lined with modern department stores and
shops are just around the corner from traditional courtyards (hutong) fronted by tiny
food stalls with dirt floors. It is also apparent in comparing rural and urban life and
life in the rapidly developing Beijing region and in the less-developed Xinjiang
province in the far west. In Kyoto, Japan, the old and new is more neatly structured
with steel and glass office complexes standing alongside ancient Shinto shrines and
Buddhist temples. In Kazakhstan we witnessed the issues involved in making the tran-
sition from a state to a private economy with dramatic inequalities of wealth, deteri-
orating public services, and a grab-it-while-you-can attitude. We also learned of the
work of Western medical missionaries trying to fill a health care gap so wide that the
rural poor often die from serious, but treatable, illnesses.

In all three nations we were continually aware of the Western and especially, the
American, presence, and often had to consciously act so as to avoid it. In Almaty,
Kazakhstan, there is the TexasKazakh Bank, an "Outback" steakhouse, and three lux-
urious and brand new hotels serving the international business community. In Bei-
jing, major street signs are in English and Chinese and throughout the nation much
is done to make travel easy for tourists. In China we talked with several young men
who spoke a bit of English and were eager to learn more. One of these young men
guided an English couple and us through the intricacies of changing money at a bank
in return for the opportunity to speak English for an hour. And in Kyoto, it was hard
not to feel that one was in a smaller, neater, more polite United States.

By talking to people in all three nations we also learned the deep mistrust that per-
vades much of foreign relations in Asia. Some Japanese seem to view the Chinese as
backward and uncultured, and also as a threat to Japanese economic dominance in
East Asia. The Chinese have yet to forget their treatment at the hands of the Japan-
ese before and during World War II. And, the Kazakhs worry at any moment the
Chinese will invade to obtain Kazakhstan’s mineral riches.

At the same time, there are friendly exchanges among the nations. We saw many
Japanese tourists in China and Chinese students in Japan. And the planes from
Urumgqji, China, to Almaty, Kazkahstan, were filled with Russian Kazakhs on shop-
ping trips to China, where goods are much cheaper.

The contradictions and complexities we experienced gave us new enthusiasm
for the coverage we were providing in the Encyclopedia of Modern Asia and a
fresh appreciation for the challenges faced by scholars trying to explain in clear, ac-
cessible English the sheer variety, volatility, and vitality of the Asia of the twenty-first
century.
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Content and Types of Articles

"The Encyclopedia of Modern Asia provides coverage of the following general topics:

Arts, Literature, and Recreation

Clothing

Cuisine

Economics, Commerce, and Transportation

Education

Ethnicity

Geography and the Natural World

Government, Politics, and Law

History and Profile

Human Rights

International Relations

Language and Communication

Marriage and Family

Media

People, Cultures, and Society

Provinces and Cities

Regional and International Relations

Religion and Philosophy

Science, Technology, and Health

Significant People

For all of these topics there are both long and short articles, articles that focus on
unique elements of a single nation or region, and general articles that allow compar-
isons across nations and regions. There are also several dozen pan-Asia articles, such
as those on environmental issues, on organizations (United Nations, IMF) whose ac-
tions affect all of Asia, on events that impacted the entire continent (such as World
War II), on relations between Asia and other parts of the world, and on pan-Asian
trends concerning issues such as fertility and AIDS. In order to facilitate both under-
standing of each nation and comparisons across nations, we have included a standard
list of articles for each nation or each region. For each nation or each subregion you
will find articles on the political system, economic system, history, education system,

human rights, cuisine, clothing, literature, arts, music, religion, marriage and family,
international relations, marriage and family, media, women, and Westernization.

Additional Content
The Encyclopedia is enriched by maps, photos, and sidebars, which provide in-
formation not included in the articles themselves.

The maps are meant to help the reader locate places mentioned in the entries.
There are a general map of Asia and maps of each region in the front matter of each
volume. Each nation—profile article (such as Bangladesh—Profile) includes a politi-
cal map of the nation showing cities, natural features, and provinces as required. Other
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maps show the location of particular places, such as major rivers or lakes and ac-
company the entries on those topics.

The photographs provide images of places, peoples, events mentioned in the text,
and examples of important features of Asian life. They are meant to provide readers
with another form of information about Asia and were carefully selected from the
vast Corbis collection and from the private collection of Stephen G. Donaldson, who
spent eighteen months photographing Asia from 1996 to 1998.

The sidebars are an especially important part of the Encyclopedia. The content in
the sidebars is meant to supplement the articles and provide readers with additional
resources on Asia. The sidebars are of ten different types:

1. Extracts of text from historical documents, such as agreements, treaties, and
conventions that provide readers with primary source documentation for signifi-
cant events in the history, politics, and international relations of Asian nations.

2. Extracts of text from ethnography that provide readers with first-hand
accounts of daily life and the cultures and customs of Asian peoples.

3. Extracts from the literature, poetry, drama, and religious texts of Asia that
allow readers to experience the broad and deep literary traditions of Asia.

4. Recipes for dishes for all major Asian cuisines that enable readers to enjoy
the riches and variety of Asian life by cooking Asian dishes themselves.

5. Up-to-date statistical profiles of each nation that provide readers with a
snapshot of the nation and allow easy comparisons across nations.

6. The preambles to national constitutions, which accompany the Nation—
Political System articles. These allow readers to experience the philosophy that
forms the ideological basis for the nation.

7. Timelines that trace the history of nations and major eras and historical pe-
riods and that allow readers to quickly place events in their historical context.

8. Accounts by early travelers and settlers (mainly European) of life in Asia
that provide readers with insights into how and why the European or Western im-
age of Asia developed as it did.

9. Notations for the approximately one hundred places described in the ency-
clopedia that are designated by the United Nations as World Heritage Sites. These
notations assist tourists in selecting sites to visit and in learning more about them.

10. Text written for the encyclopedia that highlights especially significant or
interesting facts or that provides additional information.

Using the Encyclopedia of Modern Asia

The Encyclopedia is a complex work, and to help readers make most effective use
of it, we have provided several user aids. Perhaps most important are the compre-
hensive index in Volume 6 and the Reader’s Guide at the front of each volume. The
index helps readers find articles on related topics across the encyclopedia, while the
Reader’s Guide helps readers find articles on related topics for each nation and re-
gion. In addition, there are more than one-hundred blind entries that direct readers
to relevant articles as well as cross-references at the end of many articles.

We have also tried to help readers in the manner in which we have organized the
articles. The basic organization is A to Z from Volume 1 through Volume 6. Within
this structure we have tried to group related articles together. For example, all basic
survey articles on each nation are found under the nation’s name (for example, Pak-
istan—Profile, Pakistan—Economic System, Pakistan—Political System, and so
forth). Also all major articles on a topic are placed together (for example, Islam—
Myanmar, Islam—South Asia; Islam—Southeast Asia, and so forth).
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Finally, we have considered the needs of readers in the editorial and style decisions
we made. Most importantly, we have made considerable effort to standardize spelling
of places and names despite the considerable diversity of such spellings in the litera-
ture. Nonetheless, standardization is not complete as some contributors insisted that
particular spellings be used. Also of much importance was our decision after much dis-
cussion and consultation with experts to not include diacritics except for the ayn and
hamza used in Arabic, Persian, and related languages. (Our language articles are ex-
ceptions to this rule, as to express linguistic points it is often absolutely essential to use
diacritics.) Our decision was based in part on the needs of general users who, we learned,
are intimidated by diacritics which they do not understand. Our hope is that by letting
general readers experience the richness of the Asian experience without the barrier of
diacritics, we may draw people to further study—at which point they will be able to
learn the complexities of the many often conflicting methods of representing Asian lan-
guages in English.

Another issue was how to order the names of people covered or mentioned in the
Encyclopedia. Our first principle in listing people was to list them by the significant
identifying portion of their name. For most nationalities and ethnic groups, this is
the family name. Because European and American family names come after the per-
sonal name, this means that European and American people are listed in the tradi-
tional inverted fashion familiar to users of catalogues and reference materials (for
example, John Smith becomes Smith, John). Because Chinese, Japanese, and Korean
family names come before the personal name, on the other hand, most entries for
Chinese, Japanese, or Korean figures are listed in their traditional order, with no
comma, as no inversion has occurred (so Mao Zedong is listed as Mao Zedong, not
Mao, Zedong). In Thailand it is customary to identify people by their personal name
rather than their family name, therefore Thai figures can be found under their per-
sonal name, with their family name coming second and no intervening comma.

In the case of certain very well-known figures, however, a second principle came
into play; namely, that we wanted to list people in the way that most readers would
think to search for them. In some cases this second principle has led to deviations from
the first principle. In all cases where there is ambiguity about a name or multiple well-
known spellings of a name (for instance, Genghis Khan versus Chinggis Khan), we
have included blind entries to direct the reader to our listing of the figure in question.

Final Thoughts

Massive as this publication is, it is by no means the last word on Asia. We have
felt constrained by space limitations as we learned more about the intricacies of re-
gional relations in Asia and beyond and about the ever-present links between the past
and the present and the future. In addition, as more nations, such as those in Cen-
tral Asia, open up to more outside study, our knowledge of Asia will grow and change.
For example, more and more Central Asian scholars are studying their nations, and
their work is replacing that of previous generations of Russian scholars.

Although this is a work produced by scholars and experts, it is intended for a broad
audience. We hope that journalists, tourists, government officials, writers, teachers,
and the general reading public will find something of interest and use. We welcome
suggestions and corrections, and further information about modern Asia. Please write
to us at asiainfo@berkshirepublishing.com.

David Levinson and Karen Christensen

Berkshire Publishing Group
http://www.Berkshirepublishing.com
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Survey of Asia’s
Regions and Nations

l he Encyclopedia of Modern Asia covers thirty-three nations in depth and also the
Caucasus and Siberia. We have divided Asia into five major subregions and assigned
the thirty-three nations to each.

West and Southwest Asia

The West Asian nations covered in detail here are Turkey, Iran, and Iraq. Afghan-
istan and Pakistan form Southwest Asia, although in some classifications they are
placed in Central and South Asia, respectively. Afghanistan, on the crossroads of civ-
ilizations for thousands of years, is especially difficult to classify and displays features
typical of Central, West, and South Asia.

Despite diversity in language (Persian in Iran, Arabic in Iraq, Turkish in Turkey)
form of government (theocracy in Iran, dictatorship in Iraq, and unstable democracy
in Turkey) and international ties (Iran to the Islamic world, Iraq to the Arab Middle
East, Turkey to the West), there are several sources of unity across West Asia. Per-
haps the oldest is geographical location as the site of transportation routes between
Europe and Central, East, and South Asia. Since ancient times, people, goods, wealth,
and ideas have flowed across the region. In 2002 the flow of oil was most important,
from the wells of Iran and Iraq through the pipelines of Turkey. Another source of
unity is Sunni Islam, a major feature of life since the seventh century, although Iran
is mainly the minority Shi‘a tradition and there have long been Zoroastrian, Jewish,
Christian, and Baha’i minorities in the region. Diversity is also evident in the fact
that Turkey is a "secular" state while Iran is a theocracy, and in the conflict between
fundamentalist and mainstream Islam in all the nations.

Another important common thread is the shared historical experience of being part
of the Ottoman Empire and having to cope with British and Russian designs on their
territory and, more recently, American influence. And, in the twentieth century, all
three nations have sought to deal with the Kurdish minority and its demands for a
Kurdish state to be established on land taken from all three nations.

Unity across Afghanistan and Pakistan is created by adherence to Sunni Islam (al-
though there is a Shi‘ite minority in Afghanistan) and the prominence of the Pash-
tun ethnic group in each nation. Both nations also experienced British colonialism,
although the long-term British influence is more notable in Pakistan, which had been
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tied to India under British rule. West Asia is the only region in the world never col-
onized by Britain, although some experts argue that it did experience significant
British cultural influence. In all nations resistance to external control—British, Russ-
ian, or United States—is another common historical experience.

Across the region (although less so in Afghanistan) is the stark contrast between
the traditional culture and the modernity of liberation from imperial rule, still not
complete across the region. This contrast is apparent in clothing styles, manners, ar-
chitecture, recreation, marriage practices, and many elements of daily life.

In 2002 all the nations faced a water crisis of both too little water and water
pollution. They all also faced issues of economic and social development, including
reducing external debt, controlling inflation, reducing unemployment, improving ed-
ucation and health care, and continually reacting to the ongoing Arab-Israeli conflict,
which exacerbates many of these problems. The governments also faced the difficult
task of solving these problems while resisting Americanization and also while con-
trolling internal political unrest. Political unrest is often tied to efforts at creating de-
mocratic governments and the persistence of elite collaboration with tyrannical
governments.

Central Asia

Central Asia is known by many names, including Eurasia, Middle Asia, and Inner
Asia. At its core, the region is composed of five states that became independent nations
following the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991: Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan. Scholars sometimes include Afghanistan, Mongolia and
the Xinjiang province of China within the label Central Asia. For this project, Central
Asia is restricted to the five former Soviet countries, while Afghanistan is classified in
Southwest Asia, and Mongolia and Xinjiang as part of East Asia. These states have a
shared landmass of 1.5 million square miles, about one-half the size of the United States.

The region’s unity comes from a shared history and religion. Central Asia saw two
cultural and economic traditions blossom and intermix along the famed Silk Road:
nomadic and sedentary. Nomadic herdsmen, organized into kinship groupings of
clans, lived beside sedentary farmers and oasis city dwellers. Four of the countries
share Turkic roots, while the Tajiks are of Indo-European descent, linguistically re-
lated to the Iranians. While still recognizable today, this shared heritage has devel-
oped into distinct ethnic communities.

The peoples of Central Asia have seen centuries of invasion, notably the legendary
Mongol leader Genghis Khan in the thirteenth century, the Russians in the nine-
teenth and the Soviets in the twentieth century. For better or worse, each invader
left behind markers of their presence: the Arabs introduced Islam in the seventh cen-
tury. Today Islam is the predominant religion in the region, and most Central Asians
are Sunni Muslims. The Russians brought the mixed legacy of modernism, including
an educated populace, alarming infant mortality rates, strong economic and political
participation by women, high agricultural development, and environmental disasters
such as the shrinking of the Aral Sea. It was under Russian colonialism that distinct
ethno-national boundaries were created to divide the people of the region. These di-
visions largely shape the contemporary Central Asian landscape.

Today the five Central Asian nations face similar challenges: building robust
economies, developing stable, democratic governments, and integrating themselves
into the regional and international communities as independent states. They come to
these challenges with varied resources: Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan have rich oil
reserves; several countries have extensive mineral deposits; and the Fergana Valley is
but one example of the region’s rich agricultural regions.
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Finally, the tragic events of September 11, 2001, cast world attention on Afghan-
istan’s neighbors in Central Asia. The "war on terrorism" forged new alliances and
offered a mix of political pressure and economic support for the nations’ leaders to
suppress their countries’ internal fundamentalist Muslim movements.

Southeast Asia

Southeast Asia is conventionally defined as that subregion of Asia consisting of the
eleven nation-states of Brunei, Cambodia, East Timor, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia,
Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam. Myanmar is sometimes al-
ternatively classified as part of South Asia and Vietnam as in East Asia. The region
may be subdivided into Mainland Southeast Asia (Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, Thai-
land, and Vietnam) and Insular Southeast Asia (Brunei, East Timor, Indonesia, Philip-
pines, and Singapore). Malaysia is the one nation in the region that is located both
on the mainland and islands, though ethnically it is more linked to the island nations
of Indonesia, Brunei, and the Philippines.

Perhaps the key defining features for the region and those that are most widespread
are the tropical monsoon climate, rich natural resources, and a way of life in rural ar-
eas based on cooperative wet-rice agriculture that goes back several thousand years.
In the past unity was also created in various places by major civilizations, including
those of Funan, Angkor, Pagan, Sukhothai, Majapahit, Srivijaya, Champa, Ayutthaya,
and Melaka. Monarchies continue to be significant in several nation—Brunei, Cam-
bodia, Malaysia, and Thailand—today. Subregional unity has also been created since
ancient times by the continued use of written languages, including Vietnamese, Thai,
Lao, Khmer and the rich literary traditions associated with those languages.

The region can also be defined as being located between China and India and has
been influenced by both, with Indian influence generally broader, deeper, and longer
lasting, especially on the mainland, except for Vietnam and Singapore, where influ-
ences from China have been more important. Islamic influence is also present in all
eleven of the Southeast Asian nations. Culturally, Southeast Asia is notable for the
central importance of the family, religion (mainly Buddhism and Islam), and aesthetics
in daily life and national consciousness.

In the post-World War II Cold War era, there was a lack of regional unity. Some
nations, such as Indonesia under Sukarno, were leaders of the nonaligned nations.
Countries such as Thailand and the Philippines joined the U.S. side in the Cold War
by being part of the Southeast Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO). A move toward
greater unity was achieved with the establishment of the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) in 1967, with the founding members being Indonesia,
Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, and Thailand. Subsequently other Southeast
Asian nations joined ASEAN (Brunei, 1984; Laos, Myanmar, and Vietnam 1997; Cam-
bodia 1999). As of 2002, communism was still the system in Laos and Vietnam and
capitalism in Brunei, Cambodia, East Timor, the Philippines Thailand, Indonesia,
Malaysia and Singapore. Political, economic, and cultural cooperation is fostered by
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), with headquarters in Jakarta,
Indonesia. Economically, all the nations have attempted to move, although at differ-
ent speeds and with different results, from a reliance on agriculture to an industrial
or service-based economy. All nations also suffered in the Asian economic crisis be-
ginning in July 1997.

Alongside these sources of similarity or unity that allow us to speak of Southeast
Asia as a region is also considerable diversity. In the past religion, ethnicity, and di-
verse colonial experience (British, Dutch, French, American) were major sources of
diversity. Today, the three major sources of diversity are religion, form of govern-
ment, and level of economic development. Three nations (Indonesia, Malaysia,
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Brunei) are predominately Islamic, five are mainly Buddhist (Vietnam, Laos, Cam-
bodia, Thailand, Myanmar), two are mainly Christian (Philippines and East Timor),
and Singapore is religiously heterogeneous. In addition, there is religious diversity
within nations, as all these nations have sizeable and visible religious minorities and
indigenous religions, in both traditional and syncretic forms, also remain important.

In terms of government, there is considerable variation: communism in Vietnam
and Laos; state socialism in Myanmar; absolute monarchy in Brunei; evolving democ-
racy in the Philippines, Thailand, Cambodia, and Indonesia; and authoritarian dem-
ocracy in Malaysia and Singapore. The economic variation that exists among the
nations and also across regions within nations is reflected in different levels of ur-
banization and economic development, with Singapore and Malaysia at one end of
the spectrum and Laos and Cambodia at the other. Myanmar is economically under-
developed, although it is urbanized, while Brunei is one of the wealthiest nations in
the world but not very urbanized.

In 2002, Southeast Asia faced major environmental, political, economic, and health
issues. All Southeast Asian nations suffer from serious environmental degradation, in-
cluding water pollution, soil erosion, air pollution in and around cities, traffic con-
gestion, and species extinctions. To a significant extent all these problems are the
result of rapid industrial expansion and overexploitation of natural resources for in-
ternational trade. The economic crisis has hampered efforts to address these issues
and has threatened the economies of some nations, making them more dependent on
international loans and assistance from nations such as Japan, Australia, and China.
The persisting economic disparities between the rich and the poor are actually exac-
erbated by rapid economic growth. Related to poverty is the AIDS epidemic, which
is especially serious in Cambodia, Myanmar, and Thailand and becoming more seri-
ous in Vietnam; in all these nations it associated with the commercial sex industry.

Politically, many Southeast Asian nations faced one or more threats to their sta-
bility. Political corruption, lack of transparency, and weak civic institutions are a prob-
lem to varying degrees in all the nations but are most severe in Indonesia, which faces
threats to its sovereignty. Cambodia and Thailand face problems involving monarch
succession, and several nations have had difficulty finding effective leaders. Myan-
mar’s authoritarian rulers face a continual threat from the political opposition and
from ethnic and religious separatists.

In addition, several nations faced continuing religious or ethnic-based conflicts that
disrupt political stability and economic growth in some provinces. The major con-
flicts involve Muslim separatists in the southern Philippines, Muslims and Christians
in some Indonesian islands and Aceh separatists in northern Sumatra, and Muslims
and the Karen and other ethnic groups against the Burman government in Myanmar.
Since the economic crisis of 1997, ethnic and religion-based conflict has intensified,
as wealthier ethnic or religious minorities have increasingly been attacked by mem-
bers of the dominant ethnic group. A related issue is the cultural and political future
of indigenous peoples, including the so-called hill tribes of the mainland and horti-
culturalists and former hunter-gatherers of the islands.

In looking to the future, among the region’s positive features are the following.
First, there is Southeast Asia’s strategic location between India and China, between
Japan and Europe, and between Europe and Oceania. It stands in close proximity to
the world’s two most populous countries, China and India. Singapore, the centrally
located port in Southeast Asia, is one of two major gateways to the dynamic Pacific
Basin (the other is the Panama Canal). Second, there is the region’s huge population
and related economic market, with a total population approaching that of one half of
China’s. Indonesia is the world’s fourth most populous nation. Third, there is enor-
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mous tourist potential in sites and recreational locales such as Angkor Wat, Bali,
Borobudur, Phuket, and Ha Long Bay. Fourth, there is the region’s notable eclecti-
cism in borrowing from the outside and resiliency in transcending tragedies such as
experienced by Cambodia and Vietnam. Fifth, there is the region’s significant eco-
nomic potential: Southeast Asia may well have the world’s highest-quality labor force
relative to cost. And, sixth, there is the region’s openness to new technologies and
ideas, an important feature in the modern global community.

South Asia

South Asia is the easiest region to demarcate, as it is bounded by the Hindu Kush
and Himalayan ranges to the north and the Bay of Bengal and Arabian Sea to the
south. It contains the nation-states of Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, and Sri Lanka
and the more distant island nations of the Maldives and Mauritius. Myanmar and
Pakistan, which are considered part of South Asia in some schemes, are here classi-
fied in Southeast Asia and Southwest Asia, respectively.

While the region is diverse economically, culturally, linguistically, and religiously,
there is unity that, in some form, has existed for several thousand years. One source
of unity is the historical influence of two major civilizations (Indus and Dravidian)
and three major religions (Hinduism, Buddhism, and Islam). Regionally, Sikhism and
Jainism have been of great importance. There is also considerable economic unity, as
the majority of people continue to live by farming, with rice and especially wet-rice
the primary crop. In addition, three-quarters of the people continue to live in rural,
agricultural villages, although this has now become an important source of diversity,
with clear distinctions between urban and rural life. A third source of unity is the
caste system, which continues to define life for most people in the three mainland
nations. Another source of unity is the nature and structure of society, which was
heavily influenced by the several centuries of British rule. A final source of political
unity in the twentieth century—although sometimes weakened by ethnic and reli-
gious differences—has been nationalism in each nation.

South Asia is diverse linguistically, ethnically, religiously, and economically. This
diversity is most obvious in India, but exists in various forms in other nations, except
for the isolated Maldives, which is the home of one ethnic group, the Divehi, who
are Muslims and who have an economy based largely on tourism and fishing.

The dozens of languages of South Asia fall into four major families: Indo-Euro-
pean, Austroasiatic, Dravidian, and Tibeto-Burman and several cannot be classified
at all. Because of its linguistic diversity, India is divided into "linguistic" states with
Hindi and English serving as the national languages.

Hinduism is the dominant religion in South Asia, but India is the home also to
Buddhism, Jainism, and Sikhism. India also has over 120 million Muslims and the
world’s largest Zoroastrian population (known in India as Parsis) and Bangladesh is
a predominately Muslim nation. India also has about twenty-five million Christians
and until recently India had several small but thriving Jewish communities. Nepal is
mainly Hindu with a Buddhist minority, and Bhutan the reverse. Sri Lanka is mainly
Theravada Buddhist with Hindu, Muslim, and Christian minorities. Mauritius, which
has no indigenous population, is about 50 percent Hindu, with a large Christian and
smaller Muslim and Buddhist minorities.

Linguistic and religious diversity is more than matched by social diversity. One
classification suggests that the sociocultural groups of South Asia can be divided into
four general and several subcategories: (1) castes (Hindu and Muslim); (2) modern
urban classes (including laborers, non-Hindus, and the Westernized elite); (3) hill
tribes of at least six types; and (4) peripatetics.
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Economically, there are major distinctions between the rural poor and the urban
middle class and elite, and also between the urban poor and urban middle class and
elite. There are also significant wealth distinctions based on caste and gender, and a
sizeable and wealthy Indian diaspora. There is political diversity as well, with India
and Sri Lanka being democracies, Bangladesh shifting back and forth between Islamic
democracy and military rule, the Maldives being an Islamic state, and Nepal and
Bhutan being constitutional monarchies.

In 2002, South Asia faced several categories of issues. Among the most serious
are the ongoing ethnic and religious conflicts between Muslims and Hindus in India,
the conflict between the nations of Pakistan and India; the ethnic conflict between
the Sinhalese and Sri Lankan Tamils in Sri Lanka; and the conflict between the
Nepalese and Bhutanese in both nations. There are also various ethnic separatists
movements in the region, as involving some Sikhs in India. The most threatening to
order in the region and beyond is the conflict between India and Pakistan over the
Kashmir region, as both have nuclear weapons and armies gathered at their respec-
tive borders.

A second serious issue is the host of related environmental problems, including
pollution; limited water resources; overexploitation of natural resources; destruction
and death caused by typhoons, flooding, and earthquakes; famine (less of a problem
today), and epidemics of tropical and other diseases. The Maldives faces the unique
problem of disappearing into the sea as global warming melts glaciers and raises the
sea level. Coastal regions of Bangladesh could also suffer from this.

There are pressing social, economic, and political issues as well. Socially, there
are wide and growing gaps between the rich and middle classes and the poor, who
are disproportionately women and children and rural. Tribal peoples and untouch-
ables still do not enjoy full civil rights, and women are often discriminated
against, although India, Sri Lanka, and Bangladesh have all had women prime min-
isters. Economically, all the nations continue to wrestle with the issues involved
in transforming themselves from mainly rural, agricultural nations to ones with
strong industrial and service sectors. Politically, all still also struggle with the task
of establishing strong, central governments that can control ethnic, religious, and
region variation and provide services to the entire population. Despite these dif-
ficulties, there are also positive developments. India continues to benefit from the
inflow of wealth earned by Indians outside India and is emerging as a major techno-
logical center. And, in Sri Lanka, an early 2002 cease-fire has led to the prospect of
a series of peace negotiations in the near future.

East Asia

East Asia is defined here as the nations of Japan, South Korea, North Korea, China,
Taiwan, and Mongolia. It should be noted that Taiwan is part of China although the
People’s Republic of China and the Republic of China (Taiwan) differ over whether
it is a province or not. The inclusion of China in East Asia is not entirely geograph-
ically and culturally valid, as parts of southern China could be classified as Southeast
Asian from a geographical and cultural standpoint, while western China could be clas-
sified as Central Asian. However, there is a long tradition of classifying China as part
of East Asia, and that is the approach taken here. Likewise, Mongolia is sometimes
classified in Central Asia. As noted above, Siberia can be considered as forming North
and Northeast Asia.

Economic, political, ideological, and social similarity across China, Korea (North
and South), and Japan is the result of several thousand years of Chinese influence (at
times strong, at other times weak), which has created considerable similarity on a base
of pre-existing Japanese and Korean cultures and civilizations. China’s influence was
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greatest before the modern period and Chinese culture thus in some ways forms the
core of East Asian culture and society. At the same time, it must be stressed that Chi-
nese cultural elements merged with existing and new Korean and Japanese ones in
ways that produced the unique Japanese and Korean cultures and civilizations, which
deserve consideration in their own right.

Among the major cultural elements brought from China were Buddhism and Con-
fucianism, the written language, government bureaucracy, various techniques of rice
agriculture, and a patrilineal kinship system based on male dominance and male con-
trol of family resources. All of these were shaped over the centuries to fit with exist-
ing or developing forms in Korea and Japan. For example, Buddhism coexists with
Shinto in Japan. In Korea, it coexists with the indigenous shamanistic religion. In
China and Korea traditional folk religion remains strong, while Japan has been the
home to dozens of new indigenous religions over the past 150 years.

Diversity in the region has been largely a product of continuing efforts by the
Japanese and Koreans to resist Chinese influence and develop and stress Japanese and
Korean culture and civilization. In the twentieth century diversity was mainly polit-
ical and economic. Japanese invasions and conquests of parts of China and all of
Korea beginning in the late nineteenth century led to hostile relations that had not
been completely overcome in 2002.

In the post-World War II era and after, Taiwan, Japan, and South Korea have
been closely allied with the United States and the West; they have all developed pow-
erful industrial and postindustrial economies. During the same period, China became
a Communist state; significant ties to the West and economic development did not
begin until the late 1980s. North Korea is also a Communist state; it lags behind the
other nations in economic development and in recent years has not been able to pro-
duce enough food to feed its population. In 2002 China was the emerging economic
power in the region, while Taiwan and South Korea held on and Japan showed signs
of serious and long-term economic decline, although it remained the second-largest
(after the United States) economy in the world. Mongolia, freed from Soviet rule, is
attempting to build its economy following a capitalist model.

Politically, China remains a Communist state despite significant moves toward
market capitalism, North Korea is a Communist dictatorship, Japan a democracy, and
South Korea and Taiwan in 1990s seem to have become relatively stable democra-
cies following periods of authoritarian rule. Significant contact among the nations is
mainly economic, as efforts at forging closer political ties remain stalled over past
grievances. For example, in 2001, people in China and South Korea protested pub-
licly about a new Japanese high school history textbook that they believed did not
fully describe Japanese atrocities committed toward Chinese and Koreans before and
during World War IL. Japan has refused to revise the textbook. Similarly, tension re-
mains between Mongolia and China over Mongolian fears about Chinese designs on
Mongolian territory. Inner Mongolia is a province of China.

Major issues with regional and broader implications are the reunification of Tai-
wan and China and North and South Korea, and threat of war should reunification
efforts go awry. Other major regional issues include environmental pollution, in-
cluding air pollution from China that spreads east, and pollution of the Yellow Sea,
Taiwan Strait, and South China Sea. A third issue is economic development and sta-
bility, and the role of each nation, and the region as a unit, in the growing global
economy. A final major issue is the emergence of China as a major world political,
economic, and military power at the expense of Taiwan, South Korea, and Japan, and
the consequences for regional political relations and stability.
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Overview

As the above survey indicates, Asia is a varied and dynamic construct. To some ex-
tent the notion of Asia, as well as regions within Asia, are artificial constructs im-
posed by outside observers to provide some structure to a place and subject matter
that might otherwise be incomprehensible. The nations of Asia have rich and deep
pasts that continue to inform and shape the present—and that play a significant role
in relations with other nations and regions. The nations of Asia also face consider-
able issues—some unique to the region, others shared by nations around the world—
as well as enormous potential for future growth and development. We expect that
the next edition of this encyclopedia will portray a very different Asia than does this
one, but still an Asia that is in many ways in harmony with its pasts.

David Levinson (with contributions from Virginia Aksan, Edward Beauchamp, Anthony
and Rebecca Bichel, Linsun Cheng, Gerald Fry, Bruce Fulton, and Paul Hockings)
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ASIA
Arts, Literature, and Recreation
Asian Games
Board Games
Chinese New Year
Jade
Kabaddi
Kites and Kite Flying
Mountaineering
Olympics
Storytelling
Economics, Commerce, and Transportation
Asian Development Bank
Asian Economic Crisis of 1997
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Forum
Automobile Industry
Bogor Declaration
Drug Trade
Export-Led Development
Golden Crescent
High-Technology Industry
Information Technology Industry
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Manila Action Plan
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Silk Road
Spice Trade
Sustainability
Tin Industry
Tourism
World Bank in Asia
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Geography and the Natural World
Air Pollution
Bamboo
Buffalo, Water
Camel, Bactrian
Caspian Sea
Chicken
Cormorant
Deforestation
Duck and Goose, Domesticated
Earthquakes
Endangered Species
Goat
Mangroves
Monsoons
Opium
Pacific Ocean
Pacific Rim
Pig
Rhinocerous, Asiatic
Rice and Rice Agriculture
Soil Loss
South China Sea
Surkhob River
Tiger
Toxic-Waste Disposal
Typhoons
Volcanoes
Water Issues
Government, Politics, and Law
Corruption
International Relations
Africa-Asia Relations
Australia-Asia Relations
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International Relations (continued)
Europe-Asia Relations
International Monetary Fund
Land Mines
New Zealand-Asia Relations
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United Nations
World War 1
World War II
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Alpamish
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Architecture—Central Asia
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Carpets—Central Asia
Chagatay
Cuisine—Central Asia
Dance—Central Asia
Dastan, Turkic
Dombra
Edige

Felting—Central Asia

Fine Arts—Central Asia

Folklore—Central Asia

Gorkut Ata

Koroghli

Literature—Central Asia

Minaret

Music—Central Asia

Nava’i, Mir’ Ali Shir

Tile Work—Central Asia

Woodworking—Central Asia
Kazakbstan

Auezov, Mukhtar

Dauylpaz

Dulatov, Mirzhaqyp

Kalmakanov, Bukharzhrau

Kobyz

Kunanbaev, Abai

Mailin, Beiimbet

Makhambet Utemisov

Seifullin, Saduakas

Taimanov, Isatai

Valikhanov, Chokan

Aitmatov, Chingis

Manas Epic
Tajikistan

Bun Bang Fai
Turkmenistan

Kuli, Maktum
Uzbekistan

Abdalrauf Fitrat

Abdullah Quaisi

Mamadali Mahmudov
Economics, Commerce, and Transportation

Agriculture—Central Asia

Caravans

Energy—Central Asia

Oil and Mineral Industries—Central Asia
Kazakbstan

Kazakhstan—Economic System
Kyrgyzstan

Kyrgyzstan—Economic System
Tajikistan

Tajikistan—Economic System
Turkmenistan

Turkmenistan—Economic System
Uzbekistan

Uzbekistan—Economic System
Education

Madrasahs
Kazakbstan

Altynsarin, Ibrahim

Kazakhstan—Education System
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Kyrgyzstan—Education System
Tajikistan
Tajikistan—Education System
Turkmenistan
Turkmenistan—Education System
Uzbekistan
Alisher Navoiy Samarkand State University
Uzbekistan—Education System
Geography and the Natural World
Altay Mountains
Aral Sea
Bactria
Balkhash, Lake
Camel, Arvana Dromedary
Fergana Valley
Horse, Akhal-teke
Horse, Karabair
Horse, Lokai
Kara-Kum Desert
Khwarizm
Leopard, Snow
Murgab River
Pamir Range
Paracel Islands
Radioactive Waste and Contamination—
Central Asia
Sheep, Karakul
Sheep, Marco Polo
Syr Dar’ya
Tedzhen River
Tobol River
Trans Alai
Tura Lowland
Turugart Pass
Ustyurt Plateau
Zerafshan River
Kazakbstan
Irtysh River
Ishim River
Kazakh Uplands
Mangyshlak Peninsula
Turgay Plateau
Tajikistan
Kafirnigan River
Sarez Lake
Turkmenistan
Garabil Plateau
Government, Politics, and Law
Basmachi Movement
Communism—Central Asia
Great Game
Russification and Sovietization—Central Asia
Timur
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Tribes and Tribal Federations—Central Asia

Urgench
Kazakbstan

Almaty

Astana

Bokeikhanov, Alikhan

Kazakhstan—Political System

Kunaev, Dinmukhamed

Nazarbaev, Nursultan

Oral

Petropavlovsk

Saryshaghan

Semipalatinsk Movement

Seralin, Mukhammedzhan

Suleimenov, Olzhas
Kyrgyzstan

Akaev, Askar

Aksakal

Bishkek

Kurmanjan Datka

Kyrgyzstan—Political System

Osh

Usubaliev, Turdakun Usubalievich
Tajikistan

Dushanbe

Gafurov, Bobojan Gafurovich

Islamic Renaissance Party—Tajikistan

Khorog

Khujand

Kulob

Nabiev, Rakhmon

Qurghonteppa

Rakhmonov, Imomali

Tajikistan—Political System

Tajikistan Civil War
Turkmenistan

Ashgabat

Mary

Niyazov, Saparmurat

Turkmenabat

Turkmenistan—Political System
Uzbekistan

Bukhara

Guliston

Karakalpakstan

Karimov, Islam

Karshi

Mabhalla

Nukus

Rashidov, Sharof Rashidovich

Samarqand

Tashkent

Termez

Uzbekistan—Political System
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History and Profile
Bukhara, Khanate of
Central Asia—FEarly Medieval Period
Central Asia—Late Medieval and Early Modern
Central Asia—Modern
Khiva, Khanate of
Paleoanthropology—Central Asia
Quqon, Khanate of

Kazakbstan
Kazakhstan—History
Kazakhstan—Profile

Kyrgyzstan
Kyrgyzstan—History
Kyrgyzstan—Profile

Tajikistan
Tajikistan—History
Tajikistan—Profile

Turkmenistan
Turkmenistan—History
Turkmenistan—Profile

Uzbekistan
Uzbekistan—History
Uzbekistan—Profile

International Relations
Central Asia—Human Rights
Central Asia-China Relations
Central Asian Regionalism
Central Asia-Russia Relations

Language and Communication
Central Asian Languages
Farsi-Tajiki
Media—Central Asia

Kazakbstan
Ai Qap
Baitursynov, Akhmet
Kazak
Leninshil Zhas

Peoples, Cultures, and Society
Dungans
Germans in Central Asia
Kalym
Kishlak
Koreans in Central Asia
Marriage and Family—Central Asia
Nomadic Pastoralism—Central Asia
Pamir Peoples
Russians in Central Asia
Westernization—Central Asia
Women in Central Asia
Yurt

Kazakbstan
Kazakhs
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Kyrgyzstan
Clothing, Traditional—Kyrgyzstan
Kyrgyz

Tajikistan
Clothing, Traditional—Tajikistan
Tajiks

Turkmenistan
Clothing, Traditional—Turkmenistan
Turkmen

Uzbekistan
Clothing, Traditional—Uzbekistan
Karakalpaks
Uzbeks

Religion and Philosophy
Buddhism—Central Asia
Bukharian Jews
Christianity—Central Asia
Islam—Central Asia
Ismaili Sects—Central Asia
Jadidism
Minaret
Muslim Religious Board of Central Asia
Nagshbandiya

Science, Technology, and Health
Ariq Water System
Ibn Sina
Kara-Kum Canal
Kariz Irrigation System
Medicine, Traditional—Central Asia
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Arts, Literature, and Recreation

China
Ang Lee
Architecture—China
Architecture, Vernacular—China
Ba Jin
Beijing Opera
Birds and Bird Cages
Calligraphy—China
Cao Xueqin
Chen Kaige
Chuci
Ci
Cinema—China
Cloisonne
Cui Jian
Cuisine—China
Dazu Rock Carvings
Ding Ling
Dragon Boat Festival
Drama—China
Du Fu
Five Classics
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Fu Baoshi

Gao Xingjian
Gardening—China
Ginseng

Gong Li

Guo Moruo

Hong lou meng

Hong Shen

Humor in Chinese History
Hungry Ghost Festival
Imperial Palace
International Labor Day—China
Jin ping mei

Lao She

Li Bai
Literature—China
Longmen Grottoes

Lu Xun

Mei Lanfang
Mid-Autumn Festival
Mogao Caves
Music—China
National Day—China
Nu Shooting
Painting—China
Poetry—China

Qi Baishi

Qigong

Qin Tomb

Qingming

Qiu Jin

Quan Tangshi

Shadow Plays and Puppetry
Shen Congwen

Shi

Shijing

Social Realism—China
Sports—China

Spring Festival—China
Summer Palace

Tai Chi

Tea—China

Temple of Heaven
Thirteen Ming Tombs
Tian Han

Tofu

Twelve Muqam

Wang Yiting

Wu Changshi

Wushu

Xiqu

Xu Beihong

Xu Zhimo

Zhang Yimou
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Dance, Modern— East Asia

Lacquerware

Masks—FEast Asia

Porcelain—FEast Asia
Fapan

Aikido

Ando Tadao

Anime

Aoi Matsuri

Arata Isozaki

Architecture—Japan

Architecture—Modern Japan

Baseball—Japan

Basho

Bento

Biwa

Bon Matsuri

Bonsai

Bunjinga

Bunraku

Calligraphy—]Japan

Ceramics—Japan

Children’s Day—Japan

Chugen

Cinema—]Japan

Cinema, Contemporary—Japan

Cuisine—Japan

Dazai Osamu

Drama—]Japan

Edogawa Rampo

Emakimono

Enchi Fumiko

Endo Shusaku

Eto Jun

Fugu

Fujieda Shizuo

Fujisawa Takeo

Fujita Tsuguhara

Fukuchi Gen’ichiro

Fukuzawa Yukichi

Funakoshi Gichin

Futabatei, Shimei

Geisha

Gion Matsuri

Haiku

Hakata Matsuri

Hayashi

Hina Matsuri

Hiratsuka Raicho

Taido

Ito Noe

Judo

Jujutsu

Kabuki
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EAST ASIA (continued)
Arts, Literature, and Recreation (continued)
Fapan (continued)

Karaoke

Karate

Kawabata Yasunari

Kendo

Koto

Kouta

Kurokawa Kisho

Literature—Japan

Manga

Mori Ogai

Murasaki Shikibu

Music—Japan

Music, Ryukyuan

Naguata

Natsume Soseki

Nihonga

Noh-Kyogen

Oe Kenzaburo

Oh Sadaharu

Origami

Pachinko

Painting—]Japan

Poetry—]Japan

Shakuhachi

Shamisen

Shimazaki Toson

Sports—Japan

Tange Kenzo

Tanizaki Jun’ichiro

Tatsuno Kingo

Tea Ceremony

Teahouses

Three Imperial Regalia—Japan

Utai

Yoga
Koreas

Architecture—Korea

Calligraphy—Korea

Ceramics—Korea

Chajon Nori

Ch’oe Nam-son

Ch’usok

Cuisine—Korea

Dance—Korea

Dance Drama, Mask—Korea

Drama—XKorea

Hanshik

Hwang Sun-won

Kim Myong-sun

Kim Sowol

Literature—Korea
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Music—Korea

Paik, Nam June

Painting—Korea

Pak Kyung-ri

Pansori

Paper Crafts and Arts—Korea

Poetry—Korea

Pojagi

Shin Saimdang

So Chongju

Sol

Sottal

Sports—Korea

Ssirum

Tae Kwon Do

Tanch’ong

Tano

Yi Kyu-bo

Yi Mun-yol

Yun Sun-do
Mongolia

Buh

Cuisine—Mongolia

Damdinsuren, Tsendiyn

Geser Khan

Khararkhi

Natsagdori, Dashdorjiyn
Economics, Commerce, and Transportation
China

Agriculture—China

Agricultural Collectivization—China

China—Economic System

Defense Industry—China

Development Zones—China

Energy Industry—China

Fishing Industry—China

Household Responsibility System—China

Machinery and Equipment Industry—China

Privatization—China

Rural Workers, Surplus—China

Salt Tax

Shanghai Pudong New Area

Shenzhen Special Economic Zone

South Manchuria Railway

Special Economic Zones—China

Taiwan Economic Miracle

Taiwan Investment in Asia

Toy Industry—China

Transportation System—China

Department Stores—FEast Asia

Textile and Clothing Industry—East Asia
Fapan

Danchi

Denki Roren
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Economic Planning Agency
Economic Stabilization Program
Electronics Industry—Japan
Farmer’s Movement
Financial Crisis of 1927
Fishing Industry—Japan
Furukawa Ichibei
Japan—Economic System
Japan—Money
Japanese Firms Abroad
Japanese Foreign Investments
Japanese International Cooperation Agency
Kawasaki
Nikkyoso
Overseas Economic Cooperation Fund
Quality Circles
Ringi System
Settai
Shibusawa Eiichi
Shunto
Whaling—Japan

Koreas
Chaebol
Fishing Industry—Korea
Food Crisis—North Korea

North and South Korean Economic Ventures

North Korea—Economic System

South Korea—Economic System

Steel Industry—Korea
Mongolia

Cashmere Industry

Forest Industry—Mongolia

Mongolia—Economic System

Trans-Mongolian Railway
Education
China

Academia Sinica

China—Education System

Hu Shi

National Taiwan University

Peking University

Taiwan—Education System
Fapan

Asiatic Society of Japan

Cram Schools

Daigaku

Ebina Danjo

Gakureki Shakai

Ienaga Saburo

Imperial Rescript on Education

Japan—Education System

Kyoiku Mama

Nitobe Inazo

Shiga Shigetaka
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Koreas
Korea Institute of Science and Technology
North Korea—Education System
Seoul National University
South Korea—Education System
Mongolia
Mongolia—Education System
Geography and the Natural World
Siberia
Yellow Sea
China
Bramaputra River
Cathaya Tree
Chang River
East China Sea
Emei, Mount
Famine—China
Greater Xing’an Range
Hengduan Ranges
Huang River
Huang Shan
Huanglongsi
Jiuzhaigou
Kunlun Mountains
Lu, Mount
Panda
Qinling Range
Tai Shan
Taiwan Strait
Taklimakan Desert
Tarim Basin
Tian Shan
Wudang Shan
Waulingyuan
Wayi, Mount
Yak
Fapan
Amami Islands
Chrysanthemum
Chubu
Chugoku
Etorofu Island
Fuji, Mount
Hokkaido
Honshu
Iriomotejima Island
Kansai Region
Kanto Region
Kinki Region
Kunashiro Island
Kyushu
Sado Island
Setouchi Region
Shikoku
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EAST ASIA (continued)
Geography and the Natural World (continued)
Fapan (continued)

Tohoku Region

Tokaimura Nuclear Disaster

Tsushima Island

Yakushima Island
Koreas

Amnok River

Han River

Kaema Plateau

Keumkang, Mount

Korea Bay

Korea Strait

Kum River

Naktong River and Delta

Nangnim Range

T?aebaek Mountains

Taedong River

Tumen River
Mongolia

Gobi Desert

Hangai Mountains

Hentii Mountains

Horse, Przewalski’s
Government, Politics, and Law
China

Anhui

Beijing

Cadre System—China

Chen Duxiu

Chen Shui-bian

Chen Yun

Chengde

Chengdu

Chiang Kai-shek

Chilung

China—Political System

Chinese Civil War of 1945-1949

Chinese Communist Party

Chongqing

Ci Xi, Empress Dowager

Civil-Service Examination System—China

Communism—China

Corruption—China

Cultural Revolution—China

Deng Xiaoping

Fujian

Gang of Four

Gansu

Great Leap Forward

Guangdong

Guangxi

Guangzhou
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Guizhou
Guomindang
Hainan

Hangzhou

Harbin

Hebei

Heilongjiang

Henan

Hong Kong

Hu Jintao

Hu Yaobang

Hubei

Hunan

Hundred Days Reform
Hundred Flowers Campaign
Jiang Zemin

Jiangsu

Jiangxi

Jilin

Kang Youwei
Kao-hsiung

Kong Xiangxi

Lee Teng-hui

Lhasa

Li Hongzhang

Li Peng

Liang Qichao
Liaoning

Lin Biao

Liu Shaoqi

Long March

Macao

Manchuria
Manchurian Incident
Mao Zedong

May Fourth Movement
Nanjing

Nei Monggol
Ningxia

Northern Expedition
People’s Liberation Army

Political Participation, Unofficial—China

Qinghai

Quemoy and Matsu

Red Guard Organizations
Republican Revolution of 1911
Self-Strengthening Movement
Shaanxi
Shandong
Shanghai
Shanxi
Sichuan

Socialist Spiritual Civilization—China

Song Ziwen

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF MODERN ASIA



Sun Yat-sen

Suzhou

Tainan

Taipei

Taiping Rebellion

Taiwan—Political System

Thought Work—China

Three and Five Antis Campaigns

Tiananmen Square

Tianjin

Tibet

Tibetan Uprising

Wang Jingwei

White Terror

Wu Zetian

Xi’an

Xi’an Incident

Xinjiang

Yen, Y.C. James

Yuan Shikai

Yunnan

Zeng Guofan

Zhang Zhidong

Zhao Ziyang

Zhejiang

Zhou Enlai

Zhu De

Zhu Rongji

Zuo Zongtang
Government, Politics, and Law
Fapan

Abe Iso

Aichi

Akita

Aomori

Araki Sadao

Aum Shinrikyo Scandal

Baba Tatsui

Buraku Liberation League

Chiba

Citizen’s Movement

Constitution, Postwar—]Japan

Constitutional Crisis of 1881

Democratic Socialist Party—Japan

Eda Saburo

Ehime

Enomoto Takeaki

Fukuda Hideko

Fukuda Takeo

Fukui

Fukumoto Kazuo

Fukuoka

Fukushima

Gifu
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Goto Shinpei
Gumma

Hara Takashi
Hatoyama Ichiro
Higashikuni Naruhiko
Hirohito
Hiroshima

Hyogo

Ibaraki

Ichikawa Fusae
Tkeda Hayato
Ishihara Shintaro
Ishikawa

Iwate
Japan—DPolitical System
Japan Communist Party
Japan Socialist Party
Kagawa
Kagoshima
Kanagawa

Kanno Suga

Kato Takaaki
Kishi Nobusuke
Kochi

Kodama Yoshio
Komeito

Konoe Fumimaro
Kumamoto

Kyoto

Liberal Democratic Party—Japan
Lockheed Scandal
Maruyama Masao
Mie

Minobe Tatsukichi
Miyagi

Miyazaki

Mori Arinori
Nagano

Nagasaki
Nakasone Yasuhiro
Nara

Niigata

Ogasawara

Oita

Okayama

Okinawa

Osaka

Recruit Scandal
Saga

Saionji Kinmochi
Saitama

Sapporo

Sasagawa Ryoichi
Sato Eisaku
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EAST ASIA (continued)
Government, Politics, and Law (continued)
Fapan (continued)

Sendai

Shiga

Shimane

Shipbuilding Scandal

Shizuoka

Showa Denko Scandal

Siemens Incident

Tanaka Giichi

Textbook Scandal

Tochigi

Tojo Hideki

Tokushima

Tokyo

Tottori

Toyama

Wakayama

Yamagata

Yamagata Aritomo

Yamaguchi

Yamamoto Isoroku

Yamanashi

Yoshida Shigeru

Yoshida Shoin
Koreas

April 19 Revolution—Korea

Chagang Province

Cheju Province

Ch’ongjin

Chun Doo Hwan

Communism—North Korea

Corruption—Korea

Democratization—South Korea

Haeju

Hamhung

Han Yong-un

Inchon

Juche

Kaesong

Kangwon Province

Kim Dae Jung

Kim II Sung

Kim Jong Il

Kim Pu-shik

Kim Young-sam

Kim Yu-sin

Kwangju

Kwangju Uprising

Kyonggi Province

March First Independence Movement

Namp’o

North Cholla Province
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North Ch’ungch’ong Province
North Hamgyong Province
North Hwanghae Province
North Korea—Political System
North Kyongsang Province
North P’yongan Province
Park Chung Hee
Pusan
Pyongyang
Rhee, Syngman
Roh Tae Woo
Sadaejuui
Sejong, King
Seoul
Sinuiju
South Cholla Province
South Ch’ungch’ong Province
South Hamgyong Province
South Hwanghae Province
South Korea—Political System
South Kyongsang Province
South P’yongan Province
Taegu
Taejon
Three Revolutions Movement
Ulchi Mundok
Wang Kon
Yanggang Province
Yi Ha-ung
Yi Song-gye
Yi T’ae-yong
Yu Kwan Sun
Yushin

Mongolia
Aimag
Batmonkh, Jambyn
Choybalsan, Horloogiyn
Chormaqan, Noyan
Darhan
Erdenet
Genghis Khan
Golden Horde
Gurragchaa, Jugderdemidiyn
Karakorum
Khubilai Khan
Mongolia—Political System
Mongolian Social Democratic Party
Narantsatsralt, Janlavyn
Ochirbat, Punsalmaagiyn
Sukhbaatar, Damdiny
Tsedenbel, Yumjaagiyn
Ulaanbaatar
United Party of Mongolia
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History and Profile
East Asia
Paleoanthropology—East Asia
China
China—Profile
Han Dynasty
Hongeun and Xidi
Jurchen Jin Dynasty
Lijiang, Old Town of
Ming Dynasty
Pingyao, Ancient City of
Qin Dynasty
Qing Dynasty
Republican China
Shang Dynasty
Sixteen Kingdoms
Song Dynasty
Sui Dynasty
Taiwan—Profile
Taiwan, Modern
Tang Dynasty
Warring States Period—China
Yuan Dynasty
Zhou Dynasty
Fapan
Choshu Expeditions
Heian Period
Heisei Period
Japan—Profile
Jomon Period
Kamakura Period
Meiji Period
Muromachi Period
Nara Period
Showa Period
Taisho Period
Tokugawa Period
Yayoi Period
Koreas
Choson Kingdom
Korea—History
Koryo Kingdom
North Korea—Profile
Parhae Kingdom
South Korea—Profile
Three Kingdoms Period
Unified Shilla Kingdom
Mongolia
Mongol Empire
Mongolia—History
Mongolia—Profile
International Relations
Chinese Influence in East Asia
United Front Strategy
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China
Boxer Rebellion
Central Asia-China Relations
China—Human Rights
China-India Relations
China-Japan Peace and Friendship Treaty
China-Japan Relations
China-Korea Relations
China-Russia Relations
China-Taiwan Relations
China-United States Relations
China-Vietnam Relations
Chinese Influence in East Asia
Chinese Influence in Southeast Asia
Hart, Robert
Japan-Taiwan Relations
Mongolia-China-Russia Relations
Nanjing Massacre
Open Door Policy
Opium War
Sino-French War
Spratly Islands Dispute
Taiwan—Human Rights
Taiwan-United States Relations
Tibet—Image in the Modern West
Fapan
China-Japan Peace and Friendship Treaty
China-Japan Relations
Comfort Women
Japan—Human Rights
Japan-Africa Relations
Japan-France Relations
Japan-Germany Relations
Japan-Korea Relations
Japan-Latin America Relations
Japan-Pacific Islands Relations
Japan-Philippines Relations
Japan-Russia Relations
Japan-Taiwan Relations
Japan-United Kingdom Relations
Japan—United States Relations
Japanese Expansion
Nixon Shock
Northern Territories
Nuclear Allergy
Plaza Accord
Russo-Japanese War
San Francisco Peace Treaty
Sino-Japanese Conflict, Second
Sino-Japanese War
Status of Forces Agreement
United States Military Bases—Japan
United States-Japan Security Treaty
Yasukuni Shrine Controversy

xlix



READER’S GUIDE

EAST ASIA (continued)
History and Profile (continued)
Koreas
China-Korea Relations
Japan-Korea Relations
Korea-Japan Treaty of 1965
Korean War
North Korea—Human Rights
North Korea-South Korea Relations
North Korea-United States Relations
South Korea—Human Rights
South Korea-European Union Relations
South Korea-United States Relations
Mongolia
Mongolia—Human Rights
Mongolia-China-Russia Relations
Mongolia-Soviet Union Relations
Polo, Marco
Language and Communication
China
Chinese, Classical
Dai Qing
Hakka Languages
Mandarin
Media—China
Min
Romanization Systems, Chinese
Sino-Tibetan Languages
Wu
Xiang
Yue
Fapan
Feminine Language
Japanese Language
Matsumoto Shigeharu
Media—Japan
Koreas
Hangul Script
Korean Language
Media—South Korea
Romanization Systems, Korean
Mongolia
Khalkha
Mongolian Languages
Tungus Languages
Peoples, Cultures, and Society
Marriage and Family—FEast Asia
Westernization—FEast Asia
China
Aboriginal Peoples—Taiwan
China—Internal Migration
China—Population Resettlement
Chinese, Overseas

Clothing, Traditional—China

Clothing, Traditional—Hong Kong
Clothing, Traditional—Taiwan
Clothing, Traditional—Tibet
Courtyards
Foot Binding
Guanxi
Hakka
Han
Hmong
Hui
Manchu
Marriage and Family—China
Miao—China
Moso
Muslim Peoples in China
National Minorities—China
Qingke
Single-Child Phenomenon—China
Social Associations—China
Social Stratification—China
Tibetans
Tujia
Uighurs
Women in China
Yao
Yi
Zhuang
Fapan
Aging Population—Japan
Ainu
Burakumin
Chinese in Japan
Clothing, Traditional—Japan
Ijime
Koreans in Japan
Social Relations—Japan
Women in Japan
Koreas
Ch’onmin
Clothing, Traditional—Korea
Koreans
Koreans, Overseas
Kye
Nobi
Women in Korea
Yangban
Mongolia
Clothing, Traditional—Mongolia
Mongols
Russians in Mongolia
Religion and Philosophy
Ancestor Worship—East Asia
Zodiac System—FEast Asia
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China
Analects
Atheism, Official—China
Buddhism—China
Buddhism, Chan
Buddhism—Tibet
Buddhism, Pure Land
Bureau of Religious Affairs
Christianity—China
Confucian Ethics
Confucianism—China
Confucius
Cult of Maitreya
Dalai Lama
Falun Gong
Feng Shui
Five Phases
Four Books
Judaism—China
Laozi
Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought
Mencius
Mozi
Neo-Confucianism
Potala Palace
Religion, Folk—China
Ricci, Matteo
Taoism
Xunzi
Zhu Xi

Fapan
Atsuta Shrine
Buddhism—Japan
Christianity—Japan
Confucianism—]Japan
Hayashi Razan
Honen
Tkkyu
Ise Shrine
Iwashimizu Hachiman Shrine
Izumo Shrine
Kukai
Motoori Norinaga
Nichiren
Nishida Kitaro
Religion, Folk—Japan
Religions, New—Japan
Saicho
Shinran
Shinto
Suzuki Daisetsu Teitaro
Twenty-Six Martyrs
Uchimura Kanzo
Yamato Damashii
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Yasukuni Shrine
Koreas
Buddhism—Korea
Ch’ondogyo
Christianity—Korea
Confucianism—Korea
Religions, New—Korea
Seshi Customs
Taejonggyo
Tan’gun Myth
Taoism—Korea
Tonghak
Unification Church
Yil
Mongolia
Bogdo Khan
Buddhism—Mongolia
Gandan Lamasery
Islam—Mongolia
Shamanism—Mongolia
Science, Technology, and Health
Calendars—East Asia
China
Abacus
Acupuncture
Dujiangyan
Grand Canal
Great Wall
Gunpowder and Rocketry
Junk
Li Shizhen
Magnetism
Massage—China
Medicine, Traditional—China
Moxibustion
Needham, Joseph
Printing and Papermaking
Science, Traditional—China
Sericulture—China
Three Gorges Dam Project
Xu Guangqi
Koreas
Science Towns—Korea

SOUTH ASIA
Arts, Literature, and Recreation
Chitra/Ardhachitra/Chitrabhasha
Conveyance Arts
Cricket
Cuisine—South Asia
Drama—South Asia
Farid, Khwaja Ghulam
Indigo
Islam, Kazi Nazrul
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SOUTH ASIA (continued)
Arts, Literature, and Recreation (continued)
Jatra
Kama Sutra
Kipling, Joseph Rudyard
Literature, Bengali
Literature, Sanskrit
Literature, Tamil
Mahabharata
Manto, Sadaat Hasan
Nur Jehan
Painting—South Asia
Persian Miniature Painting
Raga
Ramayana
Rubab
Sarangi
Sarod
Sculpture—South Asia
Shah, Lalon
Shehnai
Veena
Bangladesh
Dance—Bangladesh
Music—Bangladesh
Bhutan
Textiles—Bhutan
India
Anand, Mulk Raj
Architecture—India
Bachchan, Amitabh
Chatterjee, Bankim Chandra
Chaudhuri, Nirad Chandra
Chughtai, Ismat
Cinema—India
Dance—India
Diwali
Drama—India
Forster, E. M.
Ghalib, Mirza Asadullah Khan
Holi
Kalidasa
Khan, Vilayat
Khusrau, Amir
Kumar, Dilip
Literature—India
Mangeshkar, Lata
Music—India
Music, Devotional—India
Narayan, R.K.
Nataka
Poetry—India
Prakarana
Premchand
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Rahman, A.R.
Rao, Raja
Rasa
Ray, Satyajit
Sports—India
Taj Mahal
Sri Lanka
Coomaraswamy, Ananda Kentish
Dance, Kandyan
Literature, Sinhalese
Economics, Commerce, and Transportation
Agriculture—South Asia
British East India Company
French East India Company
Hawkins, William
Nomadic Pastoralism—South Asia
Tea—South Asia
Bangladesh
Bangladesh—Economic System
Grameen Bank
India
Agriculture—South Asia
British East India Company
French East India Company
Hawkins, William
India—Economic System
Nomadic Pastoralism—South Asia
Remittances
Salt Tax
Tea—South Asia
Nepal
Nepal—Economic System
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka—FEconomic System
Education
Panini
Sayyid, Ahmad Khan
Bangladesh
Bangladesh—Education System
India
India—Education System
Nepal
Nepal—Education System
Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka—Education System
Geography and the Natural World
Andaman Sea
Bay of Bengal
Bramaputra River
Bustard, Hubara
Chagos Archipelago
Elephant, Asian
Green Revolution—South Asia
Himalaya Range
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Indian Ocean
Indian Subcontinent
Indo-Gangetic Plain
Jhelum River
Jute
K2, Mount
Kangchenjunga, Mount
Kaveri River
Kistna River
Mongoose
Punjab
Reunion Island
Sundarbhans
Tarai
India
Abu, Mount
Andaman and Nicobar Islands
Bhopal
Chenab River
Dekkan
Eastern Ghats
Ganges River
Godavari River
Hindu Kush
Jumna River
Lion, Asiatic
Mahanadi River
Narmada Dam Controversy
Narmada River
Rann of Kachchh
Satpura Range
Sutlej River
Thar Desert
Tungabhadra River
Vindhya Mountains
Western Ghats
Zebu
Nepal
Everest, Mount
Kathmandu Valley
Government, Politics, and Law
Bahadur Shah
Birla Family
Colombo Plan
Hastings, Warren
Humayun
Ibn al-Qasim, Muhammad
Jahangir
Marxism—South Asia
Poros
Raziya
Roy, Rammohan
Shah Jahan
Singh, Jai
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Tata Family
Tipu Sultan
Bangladesh
Awami League
Bangladesh—Political System
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
Chittagong
Dhaka
Ershad, H.M.
Hasina Wajid, Sheikh
Jatiya Party
Rahman, Mujibur
Rahman, Ziaur
Zia, Khaleda
Bhutan
Thimphu
Wangchuck, King Jigme Singye
India
Afzal Khan
Agartala
Agra
Ahmadabad
Ajanta
Ajodhya
Akbar
Ali Janhar, Mohamed
Allahabad
Ambedkar, B.R.
Amritsar
Andhra Pradesh
Arunachal Pradesh
Asoka
Assam
Aurangabad
Aurangzeb
Awadh
Azad, Abu’l-Kalam
Babur
Bangalore
Bengal, West
Bentinck, William Cavendish
Bhosle, Shivaji
Bhubaneshwar
Bihar
Bodh Gaya
Bose, Subhas Chandra
Calcutta
Calicut
Canning, Charles John
Chandigarh
Chhattisgarh
Coimbatore
Constitution—India
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SOUTH ASIA (continued)
Government, Politics, and Law (continued)
India (continued)

Cranganur

Curzon, George Nathaniel

Dadra and Nagar Haveli Union Territory

Daman and Diu Union Territory

Darjeeling

Dehra Dun

Delhi Union Territory

Devi, Phoolan

Fazl, Abu’l

Gandhi, Indira

Gandhi, Mohandas K.

Gangtok

Goa

Godse, Nathuram Vinayak

Gujarat

Guwahati

Haidar, Ali Khan

Harsa

Haryana

Himachal Pradesh

Hindu Law

Hindu Nationalism

Hyderabad

Imphal

India—Political System

Indore

Jaipur

Jammu and Kashmir

Jharkhand

Jodhpur

Kanpur

Karnataka

Kautilya

Kerala

Khilafat Movement

Kohima

Ladakh

Lakshadweep

Laxmibai

Leh

Lucknow

Macaulay, Thomas B.

Madhya Pradesh

Madras

Madurai

Maharashtra

Mangalore

Manipur

Mathura

Meghalaya

Mizoram

liv

Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms
Morley-Minto Reforms
Mumbai
Muslim League
Mysore
Nagaland
Nehru, Jawaharlal
Nehru, Motilal
Nilgiri District
Ootacamund
Orissa
Patna
Pondicherry
Pune
Puri
Raipur
Rajagopalachari, Chakravart
Rajasthan
Rajkot
Ramachandran, Marudur Gopalamenon
Sarnath
Satyagraha
Shillong
Sikkim
Simla
Sindhia Family
Srinagar
Tamil Nadu
Thanjavur
Tripura
Trivandrum
Uttar Pradesh
Uttaranchal
Varanasi
Vishakapatnam
Nepal
Kathmandu
Nepal—Political System
Rana
Sri Lanka
Bandaranaike, Sirimavo Ratwatte Dias
Bandaranaike, Solomon West Ridgeway Diaz
Colombo
Jaffna
Kandy
Polonnaruva
Sri Lanka—Political System
Trincomalee
History and Profile
British Indian Empire
Chera
Chola
Dogra Dynasty
Gupta Empire
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Harappa
Holkars
Mauryan Empire
Mughal Empire
Paleoanthropology—South Asia
Pandya
South Asia—History
Vijayanagara Empire
Bangladesh
Bangladesh—History
Bangladesh—Profile
Bhbutan
Bhutan—History
Bhutan—Profile
India
Anglo-Mysore Wars
India—Medieval Period
India—Profile
Mutiny, Indian
Quit India Movement
Maldives
Maldives—History
Maldives—Profile

Mauritius
Mauritius—Profile
Nepal

Nepal—History

Nepal—Profile
Sri Lanka

Sri Lanka—History

Sri Lanka—Profile
International Relations
Bangladesh

Bangladesh-India Relations

Bangladesh-Pakistan Relations
India

Bangladesh-India Relations

China-India Relations

India—Human Rights

India-Myanmar Relations

India-Pakistan Relations

India-Southeast Asia Relations

India-Sri Lanka Relations

India-United Kingdom Relations

India-United States Relations
Sri Lanka

India-Sri Lanka Relations

Sri Lanka—Human Rights
Language and Communication

Bengali Language

Dravidian Languages

Indo-Aryan Languages

Media—South Asia

Munda Languages
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India
Hindi-Urdu
Sanskrit
Tamil Language
Sri Lanka
Sinhala
Peoples, Cultures, and Society
Bengalis
Ethnic Conflict—South Asia
Gama, Vasco da
Ismaili Sects—South Asia
Marriage and Family—South Asia
Nagas
Panjabi
Refugees—South Asia
South Asians, Overseas
Westernization—South Asia
Women in South Asia
Bhutan
Bhutanese
Clothing, Traditional—Bhutan
India
Anglo-Indians
Aryan

Assamese
Bhil
Brahman
Caste
Clothing, Traditional—India
Garo
Gond
Gujarati
Hill Tribes of India
Khasi
Oriyas
Pahari
Pandit
Parsi
Peripatetics
Rajput
Sanskritization
Santal
Sati
Tamils
Telugu
Untouchability
Sri Lanka
Sinhalese
Vedda
Religion and Philosophy
Buddhism—South Asia
Chishtiya
Christianity—South Asia
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SOUTH ASIA (continued)
Religion and Philosophy (continued)
Islam—South Asia
Jones, William
Judaism—South Asia
Khwaja Mu’in al-Din Chisht

Nurbakhshiya
Pilgrimage—South Asia
Sankara

Siddhartha Gautama
Sufism—South Asia
Vivekananda, Swami
Wali Allah, Shah
Bhbutan
Bhutan—Religion
India
Blavatsky, Helena Petrovna
Bhakti
Dev, Nanak Guru
Hindu Philosophy
Hindu Values
Hinduism—India
Jainism
Jesuits— India
Lingayat
Nagarjuna
Nizam ad-din Awliya
Possession
Ramakrishna
Ramanuja
Sai Baba, Satya
Sikhism
Tagore, Rabindranath
Teresa, Mother
Upanishads
Science, Technology, and Health
Calendars—South Asia
Climatology—South Asia
India
Medicine, Ayurvedic
Medicine, Unani

SOUTHEAST ASIA
Arts, Literature, and Recreation
Architecture—Southeast Asia
Batik
Cockfighting
Drama—Southeast Asia
Hari Raya Puasa
Kain Batik
Kain Songket
Mendu
Sepak Takraw
Thaipusam
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Cambodia
Angkor Wat
Literature, Khmer

Indonesia
Arja
Bali Barong-Rangda
Balinese Sanghyang
Bedaya
Borobudur
Cuisine—Indonesia
Dance—Bali
Gambang Kromong
Gambuh
Gamelan
Hikayat Amir Hamza
Ludruk
Masks, Javanese
Music—Indonesia
Noer, Arifin C.
Pramoedya Ananta Toer
Puisi
Randai
Rendra, W.S.
Riantiarno, Nano
Sandiwara
Wayang Beber
Wayang Golek
Wayang Kulit
Wayang Topeng
Wayang Wong
Wijaya, Putu

Laos
Ikat Dyeing
Luang Prabang
Music, Folk—Laos
Palm-Leaf Manuscripts
Textiles—Laos
That Luang Festival
Wat Xieng Khouan

Malaysia
Bangsawan
Chang Fee Ming
Chuah Thean Teng
Cuisine—Malaysia
Dance—Malaysia
Dikir Barat
Gawai Dayak
Jikey
Jit, Krishen
Labu Sayong
Lim, Shirley
Mak Yong
Maniam, K.S.
Manora
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Pesta Menuai

Petronas Towers

Songket

Tarian Asyik

Tarian Portugis

Tay Hooi Keat
Myanmar

Burmese Arts

Literature—Myanmar

Mandalay Palace

Pagodas, Burmese
Philippines

Arnis

Bagonbanta, Fernando

Balisong

Baltazar, Francisco

Bulosan, Carlos

Cuisine—Philippines

Guerrero, Fernando M.

Literature—Philippines

Luna Y Novicio, Juan

Poetry—Philippines
Thailand

Bidyalankarana

Cuisine—Thailand

Damkoeng, Akat

Dokmai Sot

Drama—Thailand

Emerald Buddha

Fish Fighting

Khun Chang, Khun Phaen

Literature—Thailand

Longboat Racing

Muay Thai

Nirat

Phumisak, Chit

Ramakien

Siburapha

Sot Kuramarohit
Vietnam

Ao Dai

Cuisine—Vietnam

Dai Viet Su Ky

Doan Thi Diem

Ho Xuan Huong

Hoang Ngoc Phach

Hoat, Doan Viet

Khai Hung

Linh Nhat

Literature—Vietnam

Nguyen Du

Nguyen Thieu Gia

Opera—Vietnam

Plowing Ritual—Vietnam
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Poetry—Vietnam
Puppetry, Water
Tet
Tran Do
Truong Vinh Ky
Tu Luc Van Doan
Wandering Souls
Economics, Commerce, and Transportation
Agriculture—Southeast Asia
Burma-Thailand Railway
Fishing Industry—Southeast Asia
Forest Industry—Southeast Asia
Golden Triangle
Ho Chi Minh Trail
Rubber Industry
Cambodia
Cambodia—Economic System
Indonesia
Indonesia—Economic System
Manufacturing Industry—Indonesia
Repelita
Laos
Chintanakan mai
Laos—Economic System
Mittaphap Bridge
Malaysia
Malaysia—Economic System
Manufacturing Industry—Malaysia
Mineral Industry—Malaysia
New Economic Policy—Malaysia
Rubber Industry—Malaysia
Timber Industry—Malaysia
Myanmar
Burma Road
Myanmar—FEconomic System
Philippines
Manufacturing Industry—Philippines
Pan-Philippine Highway
Philippines—Economic System
Suki
Singapore
Banking and Finance Industry—Singapore
Singapore—Economic System
Thailand
Thailand—Economic System
Thompson, Jim
Vietnam
Doi Moi
Ho Chi Minh Trail
Mekong Project
New Economic Zones
Vietnam—Economic System
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SOUTHEAST ASIA (continued)
Education
Brunei
Universiti Brunei Darussalam
Cambodia
Cambodia—Education System
Royal University of Phnom Penh
Indonesia
Bandung Institute of Technology
Gadjah Mada University
Indonesia—Education System
University of Indonesia
Laos
Laos—Education System
Sisavangvong University
Malaysia
Malaysia—Education System
Universiti Sains Malaysia
University of Malaya
Myanmar
Myanmar—Education System
Philippines
Philippines—Education System
Singapore
Nanyang Technological University
National University of Singapore
Singapore—Education System
Thailand
Chulalongkorn University
Thailand—Education System
Vietnam
Vietnam—Education System
Geography and the Natural World
Andaman Sea
Banteng
Borneo
Dangrek Range
Green Revolution—Southeast Asia
Leopard, Clouded
Mongoose
Orangutan
Sun Bear
Cambodia
Cardamon Mountains
Elephant Range
Kompong Som Bay
Tonle Sap
Indonesia
Babirusa
Bali
Banda Sea
Flores Sea
Java Sea
Komodo Dragon

lviii

Maluku
Nusa Tenggara
Timor Sea
Laos
Bolovens Plateau
Plain of Jars
Malaysia
Cameron Highlands
Kinabalu, Mount
Strait of Malacca
Myanmar
Arakan Yoma Mountains
Inle Lake Region
Irrawaddy River and Delta
Salween River
Sittang River
Philippines
Agno River
Cagayan River
Caraballo Mountains
Celebes Sea
Cordillera Central
Luzon Group
Maguey
Mindanao
Philippine Sea
Sierra Madre
Sulu Archipelago
Visayan Islands
Zambales Mountains
Thailand
Chao Phraya River and Delta
Doi Inthanon
Gulf of Thailand
Khon Kaen
Nakhon Ratchasima
Peninsular Thailand
Three Pagodas Pass
Vietnam
Cam Ranh Bay
Central Highlands of Vietnam
Con Dao Islands
Ha Long Bay
Ho Dynasty Citadel
Hoan Kiem Lake
Karun River and Shatt al Arab River
Mekong River and Delta
Red River and Delta
Tonkin Gulf
Government, Politics, and Law
Albuquerque, Afonso de
British Military Administration
Doumer, Paul
Dutch East India Company

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF MODERN ASIA



Romusha
Weld, Frederick
Brunei
Azahari, A M.
Bandar Seri Begawan
Brooke, James
Hassanal Bolkaih
Parti Rakyat Brunei
Cambodia
Buddhist Liberal Democratic Party—Cambodia
Cambodia—Civil War of 1970-1975
Cambodia—Political System
Cambodian People’s Party
Fa Ngoum
FUNCINPEC
Heng Samrin
Hun Sen
Jayavarman II
Jayavarman VII
Khieu Samphan
Khmer Rouge
Killing Fields
Lon Nol
Phnom Penh
Phnom Penh Evacuation
Pol Pot
Ranariddh, Norodom
Sam Rainsy
Sihanouk, Norodom
East Timor
Belo, Bishop Carlos
Dili
Dili Massacre
Fretilin
Gusmao, Xanana
Ramos-Horta, José
Indonesia
Airlangga
Amboina Massacre
Bandung
Batavia
Bosch, Johannes van den
Budi Utomo
Coen, Jan Pieterszoon
Cukong
Daendels, Herman
Darul Islam
Ethnic Colonial Policy—Indonesia
Gajah Mada
Gerindo
Gestapu Affair
Golkar
Habibie, B.].
Hamengku Buwono IX, Sri Sultan

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF MODERN ASIA

Hatta, Mohammad
Hizbullah
Indonesia—Political Parties
Indonesia—Political System
Indonesian Democratic Party
Indonesian Revolution
Irian Jaya
Jakarta
Jakarta Riots of May 1998
Java
Kalimantan
Malik, Adam
Medan
Megawati Sukarnoputri
Military, Indonesia
Moerdani, Leonardus Benjamin
New Order
Old Order
Pancasila
Partai Kebangkitan Bangsa
Partai Persatuan Pembangunan
Rais, Muhammad Amien
Sarekat Islam
Solo
Speelman, Cornelius
Suharto
Sukarno
Sulawesi
Sumatra
Surabaya
Taman Siswa
Treaty of Giyanti
Umar, Teuku
Wahid, Abdurrahman
Yogyakarta

Laos
Bokeo
Chao Anou
Civil War of 1956-1975—Laos
Kaysone Phomvihan

Lao People’s Revolutionary Party

Laos—Political System
Louangnamtha
Pathet Lao
Setthathirat
Souphanuvong, Prince
Souvanna Phouma, Prince
Vientiane
Xayabury

Mualaysia
Abdul Razak
Abu Bakar
Anwar, Ibrahim
Badawi, Abdullah Ahmed

READER’S GUIDE

lix



READER’S GUIDE

SOUTHEAST ASIA (continued)
Government, Politics, and Law (continued)
Malaysia (continued)

Bendahara

Birch, James W. W.

Bumiputra

Clifford, Hugh

Federal Territories—Malaysia

Federation of Malaysia

Haji, Raja

Hussein Onn

Iskandar Muda

Johor

Kapitan Cina

Kedah

Kelantan

Kota Kinabalu

Kuala Lumpur

Kuching

Laksamana

Light, Francis

Lim Chong Eu

Mahathir Mohamad

Mahmud Shah

Malay States, Unfederated

Malayan People’s Anti-Japanese Army

Malayan Union

Malaysia—Political System

Malaysian Chinese Association

Mansur Shah

Mat Salleh Rebellion

May 13 Ethnic Riots— Malaysia

Melaka

Negeri Sembilan

Ningkan, Stephen Kalong

Onn Bin Jaafar

Pahang

Pangkor Treaty

Penang

Perak

Perlis

Raffles, Thomas Stamford

Resident System

Rukunegara

Sabah

Sarawak

Straits Settlements

Swettenham, Frank

Tan Siew Sin

Temenggong

Templer, Gerald

Trengganu

Wan Ahmad

Yap Ah Loy

Ix

Myanmar

All Burma Students Democratic Front

Anawratha

Anti-Fascist People’s Freedom League—Myanmar

Aung San

Aung San Suu Kyi

Bassein

Burma Independence Army

Chin State

Communist Party of Burma

Irrawaddy Division

Kachin Independence Organization

Kachin State

Karen National Union

Karen State

Kayah State

Magwe Division

Mandalay

Mandalay Division

Mon State

Mong Tai Army

Moulmein

Myanmar—Political System

National League for Democracy—Myanmar

National Unity Party—Myanmar

Ne Win, U

Nu, U

Palaung State Liberation Party

Pao National Organization

Pegu

Rakhine State

Sagaing Division

Shan State

Shan State Army

State Law and Order Restoration Council—
Myanmar

Tenasserim Division

Thakins

Than Shwe

Thant, U

Union Solidarity and Development Association—
Mya

United Wa State Party

Yangon

Yangon Division
Philippines

Aquino, Benigno

Aquino, Corazon

Autonomous Region of Muslim Mindanao

Baguio

Cebu

Davao

Estrada, Joseph

Garcia, Carlos P.

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF MODERN ASIA



Huk Rebellion
Macapagal, Diosdado
MacArthur, Douglas
Magsaysay, Ramon
Manila
Marcos, Ferdinand
Marcos, Imelda
Moro Islamic Liberation Front
Moro National Liberation Front
Nur Misuari
People Power Movement
Philippines—Political System
Ramos, Fidel
Rizal, José
Romulo, Carlos Pefia
Urdaneta, Andres de
Zamboanga
Singapore
Barisan Sosialis
Goh Chok Tong
Goh Keng Swee
Jeyaretnam, Joshua Benjamin
Lee Kuan Yew
Lim Chin Siong
Marshall, David
Singapore—Political System
Singapore Democratic Party
Workers’ Party—Singapore
Thailand
Anand Panyarachun
Bangkok
Bhumipol Adulyadej
Chart Thai
Chavalit, Yongchaiyudh
Chiang Mai
Chuan Leekpai
Chulalongkorn, King
Ekaphap
Manhattan Incident
Mongkut

National Peacekeeping Council—Thailand

Nation-Religion-Monarch
October 6 Crisis—Thailand
Phalang Dharma Party
Phuket

Phya Taksin

Pibul Songgram

Pridi Banomyong

Rama Khamheng

Rama Tibodi I

Sarit Thanarat

Student Uprising of 1973—Thailand

Sulak Sivaraksa
Thai Revolution of 1932

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF MODERN ASIA

READER’S GUIDE

Thailand—Political Parties
"Thailand—Political System
Thaksin Shinawatra
Thanom Kittikachorn
Trailok
Ungphakorn Puey

Vietnam
An Duong Vuong
Anh Dao Duy
Army of the Republic of Vietnam
August Revolution
Ba Trieu
Bac Son Uprising
Bao Dai
Co Loa Thanh
Communism—Vietnam
Da Nang
Dalat
Duong Van Minh
Haiphong
Hanoi
Ho Chi Minh
Ho Chi Minh City
Ho Tung Mau
Hoi An
Hue
Huynh Tan Phat
Iron Triangle
Lac Long Quan
Le Duan
Le Duc Anh
Le Duc Tho
National Front for the Liberation of South Vietnam
Ngo Dinh Diem
Ngo Dinh Nhu
Nguyen Cao Ky
Nguyen Thi Minh Khai
Nguyen Van Thieu
Nhu, Madame Ngo Dinh
People’s Army of Vietnam
Phan Boi Chau
Phieu Le Kha
Revolt of the Short Hair
Revolutionary Youth League of Vietnam
Tay Son Rebellion
Tran Van Giau
Trung Sisters
Vietnam—~Political System
Vietnam Communist Party
Vo Nguyen Giap
Vo Van Kiet

History and Profile
British in Southeast Asia
Dutch in Southeast Asia

Ixi



READER’S GUIDE

SOUTHEAST ASIA (continued)
History and Profile (continued)
Paleoanthropology—Southeast Asia
Portuguese in Southeast Asia
Srivijaya
Brunei
Brunei—Political System
Brunei—Profile
Cambodia
Cambodia—History
Cambodia—Profile
Khmer Empire
East Timor
East Timor—Profile
Indonesia
Aceh Rebellion
Amangkurat
British-Dutch Wars
Candi of Java
Indonesia—History
Indonesia—Profile
Java War
Konfrontasi
Majapahit
Mataram
Netherlands East Indies
Padri War
Pakualaman
Sailendra
Laos
Laos—History
Laos—Profile
Malaysia
Anglo-Dutch Treaty
Federated Malay States
Malaysia—History
Malaysia—Profile
Melaka Sultanate
White Rajas
Myanmar
Myanmar—History
Myanmar—Profile
Pagan
Philippines
Philippines—History
Philippines—Profile
Singapore
Singapore—History
Singapore—Profile
Thailand
Ayutthaya, Kingdom of
Ban Chiang
Sukhothai
"Thailand—History

Ixii

"Thailand—Profile
Vietnam
Vietnam—History
Vietnam—Profile
International Relations
Association of South-East Asian Nations
Bali Summit
Bandung Conference
Bangkok Declaration
Chinese Influence in Southeast Asia
Five Power Defence Arrangements
India-Southeast Asia Relations
Indochina War of 1940-1941
Piracy—Southeast Asia
Southeast Asia—Human Rights
Southeast Asia Treaty Organization
Treaty of Amity and Co-operation of 1976
ZOPFAN
Cambodia
Cambodia-Laos Relations
Cambodia-Vietnam Relations
United Nations Transitional Authority in Cambodia
East Timor
United Nations in East Timor
Indonesia
Indonesia-Malaysia Relations
Indonesia—United States Relations
Irian Jaya Conquest
Volksraad
Laos
Cambodia-Laos Relations
Laos-Thailand Relations
Laos-Vietnam Relations
Malaysia
Indonesia-Malaysia Relations
Malayan Emergency
Malaysia-Europe Relations
Sabah Dispute
Myanmar
India-Myanmar Relations
Myanmar—VForeign Relations
Myanmar—Human Rights
Philippines
Japan-Philippines Relations
Philippines—Human Rights
Philippines—United States Relations
Thailand
Laos-Thailand Relations
Vietnam
Cambodia-Vietnam Relations
China-Vietnam Relations
Franco-Viet Minh War
Laos-Vietnam Relations
Soviet-Vietnamese TFOC

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF MODERN ASIA



Vietnam War
Vietnam-United States Relations
Language and Communication
Austronesian Languages
Malay-Indonesian Languages
Media—Insular Southeast Asia
Media—Mainland Southeast Asia
Mon-Khmer Languages
Tai-Kadai Languages
Indonesia
Bahasa Indonesia
Javanese
Mohamad, Goenawan
Tempo
Laos
Lao-Tai Languages
Myanmar
Burmese
Philippines
Philippine Languages
Singapore
Chinese-Language Newspapers—Singapore
Straits Times, The
Thailand
Saek
Vietnam
Chu Nom
Vietnamese Language
Peoples, Cultures, and Society
Adat
Akha
Borneo Peoples
Chinese in Southeast Asia
Clothing, Traditional—Tribal Southeast Asia
Ethnic Relations—Southeast Asia
Hmong
Khmu
Marriage and Family—Insular Southeast Asia
Marriage and Family—Mainland Southeast Asia
Refugees—Southeast Asia
Westernization—Southeast Asia
Women in Southeast Asia
Cambodia
Clothing, Traditional—Cambodia
Indonesia
Acehnese
Balinese
Clothing, Traditional—Indonesia
Coastal Malays
Madurese
Peranakan
Pribumi
Priyayi
South Asians in Southeast Asia

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF MODERN ASIA

READER’S GUIDE

Sundanese
Laos
Clothing, Traditional—Laos
Khmer
Malaysia
Clothing, Traditional—Malaysia
Orang Asli
Myanmar
Burmans
Chin
Chinese in Myanmar
Ethnic Conflict—Myanmar
Kachin
Karen
Mon
Rohingya
Shan
Philippines
Godparenthood—Philippines
Thailand
Clothing, Traditional—Thailand
Mechai Viravaidya
Thai
Vietnam
Boat People
Chinese in Vietnam
Clothing, Traditional—Vietnam
Sino-Vietnamese Culture
Vietnam—Internal Migration
Vietnamese
Vietnamese, Overseas
Religion and Philosophy
Basi
Buddhism, Theravada—Southeast Asia
Christianity—Southeast Asia
Islam—Mainland Southeast Asia
Muang
Pali Canon
Protestant Fundamentalism—Southeast Asia
Zikir
Brunei
Islam—Brunei
Indonesia
Abangan
Hosen, Ibrahim
Islam—Indonesia
Muhammadiyah
Nahdlatul Ulama
Prambanan Hindu
Santri
Laos
Prabang
That Luang

Ixiii



READER’S GUIDE

SOUTHEAST ASIA (continued)
Religion and Philosophy (continued)
Malaysia

Angkatan Belia Islam Malaysia

Islam—Malaysia
Myanmar

Christianity—Myanmar

Islam—Myanmar

Spirit Cults
Philippines

Catholicism, Roman—Philippines

Iglesia ni Christo

Islam—Philippines

Philippine Independent Church

Ruiz, Saint Lorenzo

Sin, Jaime
Thailand

Buddhadasa, Bhikku

Dhammayut Sect

Hinduism—Thailand

Phra Pathom Chedi

Vietnam
Buddhism—Vietnam
Cao Dai
Catholicism, Roman—Vietnam
Hoa Hao
Thich Nhat Hanh

Science, Technology, and Health
Bedil
Calendars—Southeast Asia
Gunpowder and Rocketry

SOUTHWEST ASIA
Arts, Literature, and Recreation

Alghoza

Bhitai, Shah Abdul Latif

Jami, ‘Abdurrahman

Khushal Khan Khatak

Shah, Waris
Afghanistan

Cuisine—Afghanistan
Pakistan

Ali Khan, Bade Ghulam

Bhit Shah

Faiz Ahmed Faiz

Gulgee

Hir Ranjha Story

Igbal, Muhammad

Makli Hill

Nagsh, Jamil

Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan

Sabri Brothers

Sadequain

Ixiv

Economics, Commerce, and Transportation

Afghanistan
Afghanistan—Economic System
Pakistan
Karakoram Highway
Pakistan—FEconomic System
Education
Pakistan
Pakistan—Education System
Geography and the Natural World
Badakhshan
Kabul River
Karakoram Mountains
Khyber Pass
Ravi River
Afghanistan
Afghan Hound
Dasht-e Margo
Hunza
Wakhan
Pakistan
Azad Kashmir
Baltistan
Bolan Pass
Indus River
Indus River Dolphin
Khunjerab Pass
Sutlej River
Government, Politics, and Law
Afghani, Jamal ad-din
Baluchistan
Dost Muhammad
Taxila
Afghanistan
Afghanistan—Political System
Amanollah
Bagram
Bamian
Bin Laden, Osama
Daud, Muhammad
Dawai, Abdul Hadi
Din Mohammad, Mushk-e Alam
Ghazna
Herat
Kabul
Mahmud of Ghazna
Mazar-e Sharif
Mujahideen
Omar, Mullah Muhammad
Taliban
Zahir Shah
Pakistan
Abdullah, Muhammad
Anarkali

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF MODERN ASIA



Ayub Khan
Bhutto, Benazir
Bhutto, Zulfiqar Ali
David, Collin
Hadood
Islamabad
Jama“at-e-Islami
Jinnah, Mohammed Ali
Karachi
Khan, Abdul Ghaffar
Lahore
Mohenjo Daro
Mubhajir Qawmi Movement
Multan
Musharraf, Pervez
North-West Frontier Province Sarhad
Pakistan—DPolitical System
Pakistan People’s Party
Peshawar
Rahmat Ali, Chauduri
Rohtas Fort
Sehwan
Sind
Zia-ul-Haq, Mohammad
History and Profile
Afghanistan
Afghanistan—History
Afghanistan—Profile
Durrani
Pakistan
Federally Administered Tribal Areas—Pakistan
Pakistan—History
Pakistan—Profile
International Relations
Afghanistan
Afghanistan—Human Rights
Treaty of Gandomak
Pakistan
Bangladesh-Pakistan Relations
India-Pakistan Relations
Pakistan—Human Rights
Language and Communication
Pashto
Afghanistan
Dari
Peoples, Cultures, and Society
Afridi
Baluchi
Brahui
Pashtun
Pashtunwali
Waziri
Clothing, Traditional—Afghanistan
Ethnic Conflict—Afghanistan

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF MODERN ASIA

READER’S GUIDE

Hazara
Pakistan
Sindhi
Siraiki
Women in Pakistan
Religion and Philosophy
Bakhsh, Data Ganj
Islam—Southwest Asia
Shah, Mihr Ali
Shahbaz Qalandar Lal
Sufism—Southwest Asia
Afghanistan
Ansari, Abdullah
Bitab, Sufi
Pakistan
Mawdudi, Abu’l-A’la
Mubhajir

WEST ASIA

Arts, Literature, and Recreation
Architecture—West Asia
Architecture, Islamic—West Asia
Cinema—West Asia
Music—West Asia
Rudaki
Shahnameh Epic
Sports—Islamic Asia
Twelver Shi‘ism

Iran
Cuisine—Iran
No-ruz
Literature, Persian

Iraq
Cuisine—Iraq
Poetry—Iraq

Turkey

Children’s Day—Turkey
Cuisine—T'urkey
Guney, Yilmaz
Literature—Turkey
Music—Turkey
Nesin, Aziz
Pamuk, Orhan
Economics, Commerce, and Transportation
Agriculture—West Asia
Industry—West Asia
Oil Industry—West Asia
Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries
Iran
Iran—Economic System
Iraq
Irag—Economic System
Turkey
Etatism—Turkey

Ixv



READER’S GUIDE

WEST ASIA (continued)

Economics, Commerce, and Transportation
(continued)

Turkey—Economic System
Education
Iran

Iran—Education System
Iraq

Iraq—Education System
Turkey

Turkey—Education System
Geography and the Natural World

Caucasia

Euphrates River

Sistan

Tigris River
Iran

Abkhazia

Amu Dar’ya

Dagestan

Elburz

Gulf of Oman

Persian Gulf

Zagros Mountains
Turkey

Aegean Sea

Anti-Taurus

Ararat, Mount

Black Sea

Bosporus

Cappadocia

Cilician Gates

Dardanelles

Gaziantep

Izmir

Kizel Irmak River

Marmara, Sea of

Tarsus

Taurus Mountains

Yesilirmak River
Government, Politics, and Law

Aleppo

Karabag

Yerevan
Iran

Abadan

Ardabil

Azerbaijan

Bakhtaran

Bandar Abbas

Bazargan, Mehdi

Constitution, Islamic—Iran

Esfahan

Fars

Ixvi

Hamadan
Iran—Political System
Islamic Revolution—Iran
Kandahar
Kerman
Khomeini, Ayatollah
Khurasan
Khuzestan
Mashhad
Qom
Sana’i
Shariati, Ali
Shiraz
Tabriz
Tehran
Veleyet-e Fagih
Iraq
Al-Najaf
Baghdad
Basra
Hussein, Saddam
Irag—Political System
Karbala
Kirkuk
Mosul
Sulaymaniya
Turkey
Adalet Partisi
Adana
Afyon
Amasya
Anatolia
Ankara
Antakya
Antalya
Ataturk
Bayar, Mahmut Celal
Bodrum
Bursa
Constitution—Turkey
Demirel, Suleyman
Democrat Party—Turkey
Diyarbakir
Edirne
Erzurum
Halide Edib Adivar
Hikmet, Nazim
Inonu, Mustafa Ismet
Istanbul
Iznik
Kars
Kas
Kemal, Yasar
Konya

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF MODERN ASIA



Kutahya
Menderes, Adnan
Mersin
North Cyprus, Turkish Republic of
Ozal, Turgut
Pergamon
Refah and Fazilet Parties
Republican People’s Party—Turkey
Rize
Samsun
Sardis
Sinop
Sivas
Tanzimat
Trabzon
Turkey—Political System
Urfa
Van
Zonguldak
History and Profile
Iran
Iran—History
Iran—Profile
Pahlavi Dynasty
Qajar Dynasty
Iraq
Iraq—History
Iraq—Profile
Turkey
Archaeology—Turkey
Byzantines
Hittites
Ottoman Empire
Turkey—Profile
Turkey, Republic of
International Relations
Ibn Battutah
Iran
Iran—Human Rights
Iran-Iraq Relations
Iran-Russia Relations
Iran—United States Hostage Crisis
Iran—United States Relations
Iraq
Iran-Iraq Relations
Irag—Human Rights
Iraq-Turkey Relations
Persian Gulf War
Turkey
European Union and Turkey
Iraq-Turkey Relations

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF MODERN ASIA

READER’S GUIDE

North Atlantic Treaty Organization and Turkey
Turkey—Human Rights
Turkey-Russia Relations
Turkey—United States Relations
Language and Communication
Arabic
Media—West Asia
Persian
Peoples, Cultures, and Society
Arabs
Armenians
Kurds
Marriage and Family—West Asia
Turks—West Asia
Westernization—West Asia
Women in West Asia
Iran
Azerbaijanis
Bakhtiari
Persepolis
Persians
Iraq
Clothing, Traditional—Iraq
Marsh Arabs
Turkey
Albanians
Bulgarians
Circassians
Clothing, Traditional—Turkey
Greeks in Turkey
Miletus
Tatars
Religion and Philosophy
Alevi Muslims
Baha’i
Islam—West Asia
Judaism—West Asia
Muslims, Shi‘ite
Muslims, Sunni
Oriental Orthodox Church
Qadiriya
Saint Paul
Iran
Babism
Turkey
Eastern Orthodox Church
Science, Technology, and Health
Calendars—West Asia
Kariz Irrigation System
Medicine, Traditional—West Asia

Ixvii



ABACUS A manual computing device used in an-
cient China, the abacus (suan pan, or "counting plate")
was probably invented there in ancient times. The
word "abacus" has its roots in the Phoenician term for
a flat surface, and its Greek and Roman forms used
flat surfaces with grooves for beads.

The Chinese abacus has a frame of thirteen wires
holding seven beads on each wire; a horizontal divider
separates the top two beads from the bottom five,
sometimes referred to as the "heaven" and the "earth"
beads, respectively. Chinese sources show wide use of
the device by 190 CE, popularization during the Song
dynasty (960-1279), and printed instructions appear-
ing in the 1300s during the Yuan (1279-1368). By the
Ming dynasty (1368-1644), the Chinese abacus had
taken on its modern form and had become an integral
part of business and financial accounting. This basic
counting machine spread by the 1600s to Japan and
then to eastern Russia, with small modifications in the
number of beads above and below the divider.

In China, the abacus replaced paper-and-pencil
mathematical calculations; the beads served as mark-
ers representing quantity, and the beads’ position on
the vertical wires represented value. A skilled user of
an abacus performed addition, subtraction, multipli-
cation, and division quickly and easily, with the addi-
tional advantage of requiring no electricity to produce
a readout that cannot be lost or erased without being
manually changed. Because of the traditional Chinese
use of 16 as an important standard weight, the Chi-
nese abacus is particularly useful for calculations us-
ing a base number system of 2 and 16.

Among storekeepers and small businesses in China,
an abacus remained a standard piece of office equip-
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ment until the 1980s. Even today, shopkeepers in Rus-
sia sometimes use abaci to calculate customers’ pur-
chases. A good-quality abacus is generally about two
feet wide by one foot tall and made of sturdy brass
with hardwood beads.

Margaret Sankey

Further Reading
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Menninger, Karl. (1992) Number Words and Number Sym-
bols: A Cultural History of Numbers. Trans. by Paul
Broneer. New York: Dover.

Pullan, J. M. (1968) The History of the Abacus. London:
Hutchinson and Company.

ABADAN (1997 est. pop. 308,000). The Iranian
city of Abadan is located in the southeast corner of the
country along the east bank of the Shatt al Arab River,
55 kilometers from the Persian Gulf. Its population is
mainly Persian, though with a considerable Arab mi-
nority. According to popular belief the city was
founded by a mystic named ‘Abbad in the eighth or
ninth century CE. Its proximity to the port of Basra
allowed it to develop quickly into a prosperous town,
but it was reduced to an impoverished village after the
Mongol conquests of the thirteenth century. The es-
tablishment of the Safavid dynasty in 1501 promised
to bring stability but the Ottoman conquest of Iraq in
1534 and the ensuing Ottoman-Safavid conflict pre-
vented any renewed prosperity. It was not until 1847
that the Ottomans finally recognized Persian sover-
eignty over Abadan. In 1909, following the discovery



ABANGAN

The Abadan Refinery burns following an attack at the start of the Iran-Iraq War in 1980. (FRAN-
COISE DE MULDER/CORBIS)

of oil in the area, the Anglo-Persian Oil Company
chose Abadan as its main refinery site. By 1956 Abadan
had become one of Iran’s major cities, boasting the
world’s largest oil refinery and a busy maritime port.
During the Iran-Iraq War (1980-1988) the city, along
with its industrial infrastructure, was completely de-
stroyed. Reconstruction started immediately after the
war and some oil exports have resumed.

Thabit Abdullab

ABANGAN  Abangan (Javanese "red") is a term
popularized by the anthropologist Clifford Geertz (b.
1926) to describe the rural Javanese Muslims whose
Islam is blended syncretistically with older animist and
Hindu-Buddhist beliefs. The term has entered In-
donesian usage and is now considered pejorative, im-
plying laxness in belief. The complex of beliefs that
Geertz described are now more commonly called Ke-
jawen ("Javanism"). Abangan belief centers on spirits,
magic, and the ceremonial feast or slamzetan. Most spir-
its are malicious beings who intervene in human af-
fairs on their own initiative, whereas magic involves
the direct control of supernatural forces by a sorcerer
or dukun. The skills of a dukun include treating dis-
ease, preventing accidents or injury, controlling nat-
ural phenomena, and both casting and lifting spells.
The slametan is a feast offered to the immediate (male)
community and accompanied by incense and prayer to
mark a special occasion, to placate the spirits, and to
confer on participants and their families a state of be-
ing slamet, or healthy and calm. Geertz distinguished

abangan beliefs from the similarly syncretistic Javanese
aristocratic priyayi tradition, but most observers now
use the term priyayi to indicate aristocratic status and
culture in general and regard it as part of the broader
abangan or Kejawen category.

The abangan stand in contrast to the santri, con-
sidered more pious Muslims, and both are referred to
as aliran (streams) in Javanese society. They became
one of the bases for political organization after In-
donesian independence, the Partai Nasional Indone-
sia initially having a strong #bangan base. During the
1950s, the Partai Komunis Indonesia won increasing
abangan support, because the party espoused the in-
terests of the rural poor. Many abangan were there-
fore among the victims of the anti-Communist
massacres of 1965-1966, in which perhaps half a mil-
lion people died. Ironically, however, President
Suharto (b. 1921, reigned 1967-1998) was abangan in
upbringing and strongly supported abangan beliefs in
his early years in office. Abangan belief was the re-
sponsibility of the powerful Department of Education
and Culture and in the early 1980s came close to re-
ceiving recognition as "belief" distinct from "religion."

Since 1950, the Indonesian state had provided mas-
sive support for religion by constructing places of
worship, maintaining Islamic universities, and paying
the salaries of religious officials. The Department of
Religion was generally dominated by orthodox Mus-
lims who regarded abangan belief as heterodox and lax
and therefore ensured that no funds went to abangan
purposes. A passage in the Indonesian constitution,
which refers to religion and belief as if they were sep-
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arate phenomena, however, gave the government a
legal basis for regarding belief as part of culture and
therefore for supporting it through the Department
of Education and Culture, in which abangan Javanese
tended to be more influential. Nevertheless, from the
late 1980s, official support for abangan practice weak-
ened as Suharto’s New Order began to cultivate or-
thodox Islam.

Traditionally, abangan belief was not at all orga-
nized, but from the late colonial period formal orga-
nizations began to emerge, generally centered on
mystical practice (kebatinan, "innerness"). The largest
of these, including Pangestu and Subud, also have a
following outside Java.

Robert Cribb

See also: Islam-Jadonesia
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ABDALRAUF FITRAT (1886-1938), Bukharan
writer, educator, social activist. Abdalrauf Fitrat was
born in 1886 in the emirate of Bukhara to a merchant
family, and little is known of his early years. As a young
student he attended the Mir-I Arab madrasab (Islamic
school) until 1909, when he received a scholarship to
continue his education in Constantinople. He spent
five years there and traveled broadly throughout the
Ottoman empire, Iran, and Xinjiang, China. In 1911,
he published his well-known and popular Bayanat-I
sayyab-I hindi (Tales of an Indian Traveler) in Persian.
It was published in Samarqand in Russian in 1914. The
novel denounces Bukhara’s poverty-ridden conditions
and the corrupt practices of many Islamic clerics and
teachers. It challenges the emirate’s social order, which
was a common theme in his professional and social ac-
tivities. In 1917, Fitrat was elected secretary of the
jadidist- (new method) influenced Young Bukharan
Party, which seized power in Bukhara during the Russ-
ian Civil War. Following the Bolshevik victory, he be-
came the minister for education in the newly
established Soviet republic. He is credited with revis-
ing the educational system and helping to establish a
European-style university in Tashkent, Uzbekistan. In
1923, he was removed from office after being accused
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of bourgeois nationalism. He was arrested in 1938 and
executed during the Stalinist party purges.

Steven Sabol
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ABDUL RAZAK (1922-1976), Second prime min-
ister of Malaysia. Abdul Razak bin Dato’ Hussein,
second prime minister of Malaysia (1970-1976), ef-
fected major policy changes with long-term implica-
tions for the multiethnic population and the nation.
Born on 11 March 1922 in Pekan, Pahang, he was
educated at the Malay College, Kuala Kangsar, and
Raffles College, Singapore. During the Japanese oc-
cupation (1941-1945), he joined the Anti-Japanese
Malay Resistance Movement (Wataniah). On a schol-
arship, he read law at Lincoln’s Inn, England, and
was called to the bar in 1950. He married Hajah Ra-
hah on 4 September 1952 in Johor.

Abdul Razak believed that poverty and socioeco-
nomic imbalances among Malaysia’s multiethnic pop-
ulation could be alleviated through rural development
and education. He was instrumental in establishing
such agencies as the Federal Land Development Au-
thority (FELDA), Malayan Industrial Development
Finance (MIDF), and Council of Indigenous People’s
Trust (Majlis Amanah Rakyat, MARA). In 1956 he
chaired a committee whose recommendations (Razak
Report) formed the basis of Malaysia’s education pol-
icy. During his premiership, he reshaped Malaysia’s
socioeconomic landscape through the New Economic
Policy (NEP) aimed at eradicating poverty and re-
structuring society by focusing on rural development
and education.

He played a pivotal role in reestablishing public or-
der and the resumption of parliamentary rule (1971)
in the aftermath of the 13 May 1969 racial troubles.
He expanded the Alliance Party to form a larger coali-
tion, the National Front (Barisan Nasional). During
the mid-1970s, he faced a resurgence of Communist
activities on the peninsula and secessionist tendencies

in Sabah.
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Prime Minister Abdul Razak in Kuala Lumpur in 1968.
(BETTMANN/CORBIS)

Abdul Razak was closely involved in the formation
of Malaysia (1963) and in the reconciliation with In-
donesia following Konfrantasi (the Confrontation,
1966). He argued for regional economic cooperation
that subsequently led to the formation of the Associa-
tion of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) in 1967. He
proposed the concept for a Zone of Peace, Freedom,
and Neutrality (ZOPFAN) in Southeast Asia (adopted
in 1971) and advocated a nonaligned stance for Malaysia
and established relations with socialist countries.

Ooi Keat Gin
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ABDULLAH, MUHAMMAD  (1905-1982),
Kashmiri nationalist leader and statesman. Born in
Soura, Srinagar District, Kashmir, in a family of shawl
merchants, Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah was educated
in Lahore and Aligarh and earned a Master’s degree
in physics in 1930. He became a central figure in
Kashmiri politics, even though for much of his polit-
ical life he was in prison or under house arrest in Oota-
camund, in south India. In 1931 he was arrested for
the first time for his role in the Indian independence
movement.

After the 15 August 1947 partition establishing the
separate states of India and Pakistan, the Hindu ma-
haraja of Kashmir wanted his kingdom to remain au-
tonomous of both nations, but on 20 October 1947
Pakistani militia, with government backing, occupied
a western sector of Kashmir that has been known ever
since as Azad Kashmir (Free Kashmir). In response,
the maharaja urgently requested support from India,
acting on the advice of Sheikh Abdullah.

Sheik Muhammad Abdullah in Kashmir, c. 1950. (BRADLEY
SMITH/CORBIS)
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The maharaja executed the Instrument of Acces-
sion to the Indian Union, and thereupon, India rushed
airborne troops to secure Srinagar, Kashmir’s capital.
Sheikh Abdullah was a signatory to the Indian consti-
tution and never advocated the secession of Kashmir
to Pakistan. In January 1948 the U.N. Security Coun-
cil, convened at the request of India, imposed a cease-
fire in the region. Thus, Kashmir became a pawn in
regional power politics. Soon Abdullah was leading a
struggle to oust the maharaja of Kashmir who, unlike
the majority of Kashmiris, was not a Muslim. But in
1953, he was dismissed as prime minister because of
Pandit Nehru’s suspicion that Abdullah wanted inde-
pendence for Kashmir. He was kept under house ar-
restin India, but was finally released in 1964. Abdullah,
called the Lion of Kashmir by Muslims and others,
became chief minister of the Indian state of Jammu
and Kashmir in 1975 and held that position until his
death.

Paul Hockings
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ABDULLAH QUAISI (1894-1938), Master of
Uzbek literature. Abdullah Quaisi produced many of
the first modern indigenous plays, stories, and novels
of Central Asia and had a major role in establishing
the genre of the novel in modern Uzbek literature. His
works, published between 1913 and 1923, reflect the
changing circumstances of Uzbek life under the late
czarist and early Soviet regimes.

Inidially attracted to the Turan society (a chauvin-
istic idea of a superpolitical unity of the Turkic lan-
guage-speaking nations) as a reformer, he later became
involved in promoting the revolutionary cause of the
Bolsheviks, as reflected in his story Atam va Bolshevik
(My Father and the Bolshevik, 1922). Quaisi came to
prominence with the publication of Otgan Kunlar (Past
Days, 1923), credited as the first Uzbek historical
novel, as a nationalist work, and as an attack on tradi-
tional Uzbek attitudes. His second novel, Mebradban
Chayan (The Scorpion from the Mihrab), also received
acclaim. Quaisi died in Stalin’s purges of the 1930s,
but gained posthumous recognition in 1956, and since
Uzbek independence he has been recognized as a mar-
tyred nationalist.

Leonard A. Stone

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF MODERN ASIA

ABKHAZIA

Further Reading

Murphy, Christopher. (1992) "Abdullah Qadiriy and the
Bolsheviks: From Reform to Revolution." In Mustims in
Central Asia, edited by Jo-Ann Gross. Durham, NC:
Duke University Press, 269-270.

ABE ISO (1865-1949), Father of Japanese social-
ism. A native of Fukuoka Prefecture and graduate of
Japan’s first important Christian university, Doshisha,
Abe Iso spent his career advocating pacifism, Chris-
tianity, and labor rights. Following an early stint as a
minister and a time of study at Hartford School of
Theology in Connecticut, Abe joined the Waseda
University faculty in 1899, a post he would hold for
most of his remaining life.

A moderate socialist, Abe helped launch Japan’s
most important socialist parties and organizations.
In 1901, he was a creator of Japan’s first socialist
party, the short-lived Socialist Democrats; in later
years, he helped found the Socialist People’s Party
(1928), the Socialist Masses Party (1932), and the
Nationalist Labor Party (1940). He was elected to
the Diet in 1928 and continued to win in successive
elections, until he resigned in 1940, in opposition to
Japan’s growing militarism.

Though lacking a brilliant personality (he called
himself a "utility man," drawing on the language of
baseball, which he loved passionately), Abe was ad-
mired by supporters for the dogged consistency of his
ideals and damned by more radical leftists as too mod-
erate and pragmatic. His insistent antimilitarist stance
made him a target of the right wing, and in 1938, he
was nearly assassinated. After World War II, he served
as an advisor to the Japan Socialist Party.

James L. Huffinan
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ABKHAZIA A semiautonomous republic in north-
western Georgia, Abkhazia borders Russia to the
north, along a ridge of peaks in the Caucasus
Mountains; the northeastern coast of the Black Sea
defines its southern boundary. With some river valleys
and a few lakes breaking the terrain, its steep northern
slopes run from glaciers to pastures, to mixed forests,
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and eventually to a long, narrow strip of fertile coast-
land. Because Abkhazia has a subtropical climate along
its coastal slopes and lowlands, its farms have long
been known for their abundant yields of tea, citrus
fruit, tobacco, grapes, and other crops. The capital is
the port of Sukhum, erected on the grounds of a for-
mer Greek colony.

The Abkhaz region has been the site of human set-
tlement since prehistoric times. Some of the first
recorded histories of the region involve the Colchis
state of the first millennium BCE; Greece conquered
it in approximately 100 BCE. In later periods, both the
Romans and Byzantines supported trading posts and
garrisons in Abkhazia in order to maintain control over
the Black Sea. The first Abkhaz kingdom was estab-
lished in the eighth century CE; a later manifestation
of this state merged with a Georgian kingdom in the
eleventh century. The region fell to Mongol-Turkic
invasions in the thirteenth century, and the Ottoman
Turks claimed Abkhazia in the sixteenth century. The
Russians seized it in the early nineteenth century.
With the rise of the Soviet Union, and throughout
most of the Soviet period, Abkhazia was designated an
Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic within the re-
public of Georgia. The consolidation of Russian—and
later Soviet and Georgian—control over the region led
to the migration of ethnic Abkhazians, mostly to
Turkey. Soviet restrictions on Abkhaz ethnolinguistic
expression and institutions were particularly severe
under Stalin and the Communist Party.

Ethnic Abkhaz—often referring to themselves as
Apsua, or variations thereof—are generally regarded
as descendents of those peoples who had entered the
region by the first century CE. Images of traditional
Abkhazians depict a people with great longevity who
are associated with cattle husbandry along the slopes
and agriculture in the lowlands. About half are Or-
thodox Christians; Sunni Muslims comprise the other
half. The Abkhaz language is part of the Northwest
group of Caucasian languages and, despite periods of
severe suppression under the Soviets, maintains both
written and literary traditions. According to the 1990
census, Abkhazia had a population of almost 550,000;
of these fewer than 20 percent were ethnic Abkhaz.
The majority were Georgian—almost 50 percent—
with Armenians, Russians and Ukrainians, and some
smaller groups constituting the remaining 30 percent.
In the mid-1990s, however, large numbers of non-
Abkhaz peoples left amid armed conflict.

Despite their minority status, Abkhazians were par-
ticularly active in promoting their ethnolinguistic and
political rights in the later years of the Soviet Union,

and since its collapse. In 1978, the Abkhazians pro-
posed a petition for secession, and in 1990 the Abk-
hazian Supreme Soviet declared independence—
envisioning a federation with Georgia rather than a
subordinate state in a larger Georgian republic. In
1992, military conflicts between the Abkhaz and Geor-
gia ensued. Since 1994, a relative peace has been im-
posed by Russia, according to terms that critics view
as favoring Russia, Georgia, and the Commonwealth
of Independent States (CIS). However, having been
forced to accept peace under the threat of Russian
force and trade sanctions imposed by the CIS, the res-
olution to the problem of Abkhaz autonomy and sov-
ereignty are far from resolved.

Kyle T. Evered
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ABORIGINAL PEOPLES-FAIWAN The
aboriginal people of Taiwan are the island’s non-
Chinese indigenous inhabitants. Their cultures and
languages are Austronesian and include the oldest
languages of the Austronesian family. Archaeological
evidence suggests that their ancestors came from the
Asian mainland at least 6,000 years ago and then be-
came the source of the migrations south into the Pa-
cific and insular Southeast Asia. It appears that later
migration northward from the Philippines brought
new groups back to southern Taiwan. The twenty-two
aboriginal languages and cultures in Taiwan, of which
ten are still living, are a major anthropological source
for research into Austronesian origins.

History

Aboriginal peoples were the only inhabitants of
Taiwan until 1624, when the Dutch established a
colony and Chinese migration began. Today, the re-
maining ten aboriginal "tribes" number some 400,000
people, or 1.8 percent of Taiwan’s population. By the
early twentieth century, almost all the plains aborig-
ines (Pingpuzu) were sinicized and had intermarried
into Chinese settler society. While there is a Pingpu
ethnic revival today, their real descendents are the
Hokkien-speaking Taiwanese, most of whom have
Pingpu as well as Chinese ancestors. The ten groups
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inhabiting the mountains and eastern coast survived in
part because of geograph, and in part because they
were feared as "savages" and headhunters. Aboriginal
people were called Mountain People (Shandiren,
Shanbao) until the "Return our Name" movement re-
sulted in the official adoption of the term "Taiwan
Aboriginal People" (Yuanzhuminzu) in 1994.

Relations between the settler society and mountain
aborigines were shaped by trade and a Chinese de-
tensive line along the mountain fringe until the 1860s,
when export demand for tea and camphor led the set-
tlers to push into the mountains, especially in north-
ern Taiwan. Aboriginal resistance and settler reprisals
characterized a generation of sporadic warfare in the
north, which ended only with the imposition after
1895 of a strong defense line by the new Japanese
rulers of Taiwan. They separated mountain aborigi-
nal areas from the rest of Taiwan, forbidding Chinese
settlement and any non-Japanese cultural influence on
them. Ultimately, this colonial control strategy con-
tributed to the preservation of aboriginal territory and
culture. The imposition of harsh Japanese police ad-
ministration was resisted most strongly by the Tayal
tribe. It took a five-year military campaign (1910-
1914) in which thousands of lives were lost before the
Tayal were conquered. In 1930 there was a final up-
rising, the Wushe Incident, in central Taiwan. The
Japanese moved villages out of the deep mountains,
introduced rice agriculture and cash economy, and ed-
ucated a generation of aboriginal elite, while destroy-
ing much traditional aboriginal social structure.
Aboriginal culture today is deeply marked by Japan-
ese custom and language.

Importance of Churches in Modern Period

After 1945, the Republic of Taiwan (under the Chi-
nese Nationalists) continued most Japanese policies,
but the government opened the mountains to Chinese
settlement and Christian evangelism. Policies of agri-
cultural development, enforcement of Mandarin Chi-
nese education, suppression of aboriginal languages,
and politicized sinicization in the 1950s were aimed at
assimilating the aboriginal people. Attempts by some
among the aboriginal elite to oppose these policies
were quickly crushed, notably with the execution of
several leaders of the "Formosan National Salvation Al-
liance" in 1954. Most local leaders joined the Guo-
mindang Nationalist Party (GMD) and learned how to
win elections in the thirty Mountain Townships, low-
level units of self-government that serve as conduits for
patronage and corruption. Much aboriginal reserve
land, held in trust since Japanese days by the state for
aboriginal users, fell into Chinese hands. Aboriginal so-
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ciety became tormented by poverty, alcoholism, sui-
cide, and family breakdown. The aboriginal people be-
came sources of cheap labor in construction, mining,
factories, and fishing. These problems persist despite
improvements in the aboriginal people’s situation.

The churches became the basis of aboriginal cul-
tural persistence and ethnic revival. Presbyterian and
Catholic evangelism resulted in about 70 percent of
the aboriginal people becoming Christian by 1960.
Christianity is often seen in Taiwan as a mark of abo-
riginal identity. Especially among Presbyterians, lead-
ership by aboriginal clergy, use of aboriginal language
in worship, and inclusion of traditional forms of social
cooperation in church organization meant that the
churches became the only autonomous aboriginal
people’s organizations outside state control that af-
firmed and perpetuated aboriginal identity.

From the mid-1970s on, a charismatic movement re-
vitalized the aboriginal Presbyterian churches, and hu-
man-rights ideas combined with biblical images of the
chosen people and the promised land, bringing ele-
ments of aboriginal nationalism into everyday religious
practice. Politically, most aboriginal politicians re-
mained loyal members of the Guomindang. In the early
1980s, widespread opposition to authoritarian GMD
rule began to gather strength in Taiwan. A few edu-
cated youths began to challenge GMD control of the
aboriginal people and in 1984 founded the Alliance of
Taiwan Aborigines (ATA), with support from the Pres-
byterian Church. Aboriginal churches were already en-
gaged in a campaign to gain land rights from the state,
and, with the ATA, began to be overtly critical of state
policies. In 1987 several highly publicized local protests
ensued over land issues, in which Presbyterian clergy
played leading roles. In 1988 these coalesced into the
"Return our Land" movement and a mass aboriginal
demonstration in Taipei on 25 August 1988.

Aboriginal Rights Movements and
Contemporary Policies

The Return our Land movement resulted in only
about 13,000 hectares of land being released, but it
raised the profile of aboriginal issues in the media and
among Taiwan’s political elite. Aboriginal politicians,
formerly GMD party hacks, sought to outdo one an-
other in fighting for long-denied rights. Native lan-
guage and self-government became popular social
causes. These were enshrined in constitutional revi-
sions between 1992 and 1997:

The State affirms cultural pluralism and shall actively
preserve and foster the development of aboriginal lan-
guages and culture.
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The state shall, in accordance with the will of the eth-
nic groups, safeguard the status and political partici-
pation of the aborigines. The state shall also guarantee
and provide assistance and encouragement for abo-
riginal education, culture, medical care, economic ac-
tivity, land and social welfare, measures for which . . .
shall be established by law.

(Republic of China Constitution, Additional Article 10)

A cabinet-level Council of Aboriginal Affairs was
established in 1996, but it has no administrative au-
thority. Nonetheless, the large funding and policy con-
sultation role it has been given has contributed to an
aboriginal renaissance as well as to the development
of many local and national nongovernmental initia-
tives. In the 1990s aboriginal peoples became key sym-
bols of the new multicultural Taiwan, symbolized by
the major role they played in the inauguration of Pres-
ident Chen Shuibian (b. 1950) in May 2000. Chen ap-
pointed one of the leaders of the aboriginal rights
movement, a Presbyterian minister, to head the Coun-
cil of Aboriginal Affairs and made classes in native lan-
guages part of the regular school curriculum. If
proposals to establish aboriginal autonomous areas are
realized, Taiwan’s aboriginal peoples will not only be
the most economically and socially advantaged in Asia
(notwithstanding many continuing social problems),
but will also be a political model for transition from
the ethnic margins to the political center.

Michael Stainton
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ABU BAKAR (1843?-1895), sultan of Johor. Re-
garded as the father of modern Johor, Abu Bakar
(reigned 1862-1895) presided over the emergence of
a fairly prosperous bureaucratic state in Malay with a
vibrant commercial agricultural sector. During the last
quarter of the nineteenth century, Johor was the only
independent peninsular Malay state; all the others
were dominated by foreign powers, including the
British. Abu Bakar cultivated close ties with the
British. Through his influence, the British were able
to impose indirect rule on the Sri Menanti Confeder-
acy (present-day Negeri Semblian, a state in the Fed-
eration of Malaysia) and Pahang (also a state in the
Federation of Malaysia) in the late 1880s. The British
sanctioned his annexation of Muar, a Malay princi-
pality nominally under the kingdom of Johor, follow-
ing the death of Sultan Ali Iskandar Shah of Muar
(reigned 1855-1877).

Abu Bakar outmaneuvered the governor of the
Straits Settlements, Sir Frederick Weld (governed
1880-1887), by signing a treaty in 1885 with Britain,
bypassing Weld and the British Colonial Office.
Thereby Abu Bakar was recognized as sultan and an
independent ruler. He established the Johor Advisory
Board, a quasi-diplomatic representation, in London.

Abu Baker promulgated a written constitution in
1894, a code of laws, and a bureaucratic form of ad-
ministration. Roads, schools, and hospitals were built.
Europeans were engaged as legal and technical advis-
ers to the government. The economy was developed
in partnership with Chinese and European entrepre-
neurs and financiers. Having led an extravagant
lifestyle with expensive Anglophile tastes and habits,
he died in 1895, bequeathing to his son and successor
Ibrahim his kingdom, an empty royal purse, and a

hefty debt.

Ovi Keat Gin
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ABU, MOUNT Mount Abu (1,722 meters) forms

an isolated spur of the Aravalli Range, in southern
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Rajasthan State of northwest India. It rises like a pre-
cipitous granite island from the surrounding plains.
The mountain is sacred to the Jains who call the place
Dilwara; several of its peaks are covered with a mul-
titude of architecturally superb Jain temples dating
from the eleventh through thirteenth centuries as well
as other shrines and tombs. The structures are the
best examples of Jain religious architecture and stand
out because they are built of white marble. To the
Jains, Dilwara is an important pilgrimage destination.
A fort five kilometers from Dilwara served as head-
quarters of the local Paramara chiefs (ninth to
eleventh centuries), and contains two Jain temples of
the same period.

Among the most important temples on Mount Abu
are one built during 1197-1247 and remarkable for
the delicacy of its marble carvings; and another, built
circa 1032 CE, is one of the oldest known Jain build-
ings and is devoted to the god Parsvanath.

There is also a hill-station or sanitarium on the
mountain, at about 1,200 meters elevation. Called
Mount Abu (1991 population 15,547), it was originally
constructed for the convenience of Europeans seeking
to escape the hot summer weather. The temperature
ranges from 70 to 90° F, never hotter; annual rainfall
is about 68 inches. The town has a church, club, hos-
pital, a small artificial lake, and a school originally built
for the children of British soldiers, as well as scenic
roadways and bridle paths.

Paul Hockings
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ACADEMIA SINICA Academia Sinica, founded
in Nanjing in 1928, is the most prominent academic
institution in the Republic of China (ROC). Although
it is affiliated directly to the ROC Presidential Office,
Academia Sinica, which is located in Taipei, enjoys in-
dependence and autonomy in formulating its own re-
search agenda. Its major tasks are to conduct academic
research in sciences, humanities, and social sciences,
as well as to provide guidance, coordination, and in-
centives to raising academic standards in Taiwan. An
international graduate school to train future scholars
is currently under preparation; it will recruit five to
ten graduate students every year from 2002 for each
of its eleven Ph.D. programs.
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Academia Sinica has made tremendous progress in
recent years. An increasing number of research papers
written by its faculty, which numbered 1,150 in 2001,
are appearing in well-known international journals.
Some journals, published by Academia Sinica itself,
such as Zoological Studies and Statistical Sinica, have re-
ceived international recognition. Academia Sinica
plays a major role in the field of Chinese studies. For
example, the archaeological findings by researchers at
the Institute of History and Philology have, in com-
bination with written documents, led to a virtual
rewriting of ancient Chinese history, pushing back the
span of Chinese history by many centuries.

The current president of Academia Sinica is Dr.
Yuan-tseh Lee, a 1986 Nobel laureate in chemistry.
The convocation currently consists of 199 members
(academicians), which includes five ethnic Chinese
Nobel laureates.

Chang Fui-te

ACEH REBELLION (1873-1903). Despite the
Dutch arrival in Indonesia in the seventeenth century,
expansion into Aceh did not occur until the end of
the nineteenth century. The people of Aceh fiercely
resisted Dutch encroachment on their territory in
northern Sumatra. While Aceh’s independence was
guaranteed by the 1824 Anglo-Dutch Treaty of Lon-
don, in 1858 the Dutch gained access to east coast
ports in an agreement with the sultan of Siak. The
sultan of Aceh saw this as a threat and sought to forge
alliances with external powers, particularly Turkey. In
turn the Dutch and the British forged an alliance un-
der a treaty in 1871, which allowed the Netherlands
to launch their 1873 invasion. After a disastrous ini-
tial foray in 1873, the Dutch eventually captured the
sultan’s palace in Banda Aceh in 1874, but this failed
to end resistance. Traditional village rulers organized
a sustained rebellion in which a purist strain of Islam,
notable among Acehnese, was used as a rallying point
to oppose the Dutch kafir ("nonbelievers"). The de-
struction of the Aceh sultanate saw Islamic leaders as-
sume control of the resistance, the most prominent
of whom was Teungku Cik di Tiro (1836-1891). The
Dutch were able to break the resistance through the
use of local sympathizers, and troops from coopera-
tive Indonesian ethnic groups. The fighting, which
lasted until around 1903, proved costly to the Nether-
lands. But resistance continued throughout Dutch
rule in what was the most troublesome part of In-
donesia, even after the official end of the conflict. This
resistance continued into the establishment of the
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An Indonesian woman protests the government repression of
the Aceh rebellion outside the United Nations office in Jakarata
on 7 August 2001. (REUTERS NEWMEDIA INC./CORBIS)

Republic of Indonesia, when guerrilla elements con-
tinued to push their demands for independence.

Anthony L. Smith
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ACEHNESE Four million people live in Aceh
(pronounced ah-chay) in northwestern Sumatra, In-
donesia, and consider themselves distinct from other
peoples of Indonesia. Ninety percent of them are eth-
nically Acehnese and live in the lowlands, while the
minority Gajo live in the highlands..

In 500 CE, the Acehnese were Buddhist, but when
Marco Polo visited in the thirteenth century they had
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already converted to Islam. The 1824 Anglo-Dutch
agreement placed them under the Dutch sphere of in-
fluence, but they resisted and were never completely
subjugated. Consequently, many Acehnese reject In-
donesia’s claim to sovereignty over the territory.

Given the status of an autonomous Indonesian
province in 1949, Aceh’s amalgamation with North
Sumatra province in 1950 provoked a brief rebellion
in 1953. In 1956, Aceh was made a special province,
administratively equal with other provinces, to quiet
discontent, though this action implied reneging on the
promise of autonomy.

Aceh’s natural gas, petroleum, and other natural re-
sources exploited by foreign and Indonesian companies
appear not to benefit the Acehnese, who are poorer than
residents of resource-poor Java, where the Indonesian
government is centered. Awareness of economic ex-
ploitation feeds support for independence among the
Acehnese, who are such devout Muslims that they want
the Islamic legal code applied in the province.

In the late 1970s, when support for the Free Aceh
Movement (GAM) was centered in only one district,
Indonesia tried to suppress dissent, and some Acehnese
were deported. Resistance subsided until 1989, when
some Libyan-trained guerrillas returned to Aceh and
began attacking Indonesian soldiers and non-Acehnese
migrants, provoking military overreaction. From 1990
to 1998, Indonesian counterinsurgency operations vir-
tually placed the province under martial law.

After Suharto (b. 1921) resigned as Indonesian pres-
ident in 1998, many Acehnese returned from Malaysia
and some from Libya. Partial withdrawal of the mili-
tary was ordered, but troops were stoned as they pa-
raded during a 31 August ceremony marking the
withdrawal, provoking brutal military retaliation.

In January 1999, an Aceh student congress proposed
a referendum on independence. Abdurrahman Wahid
(b. 1940), elected Indonesian president in October
1999, at first indicated approval. When the Indonesian
government later declared opposition to a referendum,
GAM organized support and attacked symbols of In-
donesian authority. Security forces, ordered to arrest
ringleaders, instead perpetrated widespread atrocities,
prompting moderate Acehnese to support indepen-
dence. The outcome of the struggle remains uncertain.

Michael Haas

Further Reading
Human Rights Watch. (1999) Indonesia: Why Aceb Is Ex-
ploding. New York: Human Rights Watch Press.
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ACUPUNCTURE  Acupuncture is an ancient
treatment technique still routinely used in traditional
Chinese medicine and also in Western medicine. The
Huangdi Nei fing (Canon of Medicine), compiled be-
tween 475 BCE and 23 CE, is the earliest extant med-
ical book in which acupuncture is described. One of
its components, Ling Shu (Canon of Acupuncture), de-
scribes nine instruments, some of which are still in use.
Techniques for making bamboo needles and for cast-
ing bronze needles developed during the Shang dy-
nasty (1766-1045 BCE). During the Song dynasty
(960-1267 CE), the Jurchen Jin dynasty (1126-1234
CE), and the Yuan dynasty (1267-1368 CE), acupunc-
ture developed widely in China. However, during the
Qing dynasty (1644-1912) the practice was banned
from general use by decree because it was perceived
as suitable for application to the emperor. Although
banned, acupuncture continued to flourish in local use.
Although acupuncture had been popular among the
Chinese-American community for over one hundred
years, non-Chinese Americans became more aware of
acupuncture after President Richard Nixon’s 1972
visit to China.

An understanding of the healing art of acupuncture
requires familiarity with the concepts of channels and
collaterals. In Chinese medicine, channels are the main
trunks running lengthwise through the body, and col-
laterals are their connecting branches. Together they
connect the superficial, interior, upper, and lower por-
tions of the human body. Q7 (life energy) flows through
the channels. The twelve regular channels include the
three yin channels of each hand and foot and the three
yang channels of each hand and foot. Yin and yang are
the two basic, complementary principles of which all
phenomena partake: wetness, introversion, and cold-
ness are yin characteristics, for example, and dryness,
extroversion, and heat are yang characteristics. The
eight extra channels are the du channel, the ren chan-
nel, the chong channel, the dai channel, the yingiao
channel, the yanggiao channel, the yinwei channel, and
the yangwei channel.

The acupuncture points or acupoints are distrib-
uted along the channels and collaterals. The 361 chan-
nel points and 231 common points are named in
Chinese and also are named using the Roman alpha-
betical and Western numerical system. For example,
the often-used acupoint zusanli, which is along the
channel connecting the stomach to the foot, is inter-
nationally named "S-36." Acupuncture needles are in-
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A woman receives acupuncture treatment from a Chinese
physician at a hospital in Beijing in 1989. (DAVID & PETER
TURNLEY/CORBIS)

serted at the points, and their stimulation releases
blocked ¢i, which in turn leads to healing.

In China acupuncture is used to treat diseases in
nearly every branch of medicine, whether it is cardi-
ology or dentistry, infectious diseases, or obstetrics.
Responding to research, acupuncture techniques have
embraced such new technologies as laser and electri-
cal stimulation. In Chinese hospitals that provide
acupuncture services, the acupuncture section is al-
ways called the department of acupuncture and mox-
ibustion (moxibustion is the burning of medicinal
substances, usually herbs, on the acupoints for thera-
peutic effect). Although the predominant treatment in
the department is acupuncture, moxibustion plays an
important role. Even as Western medicine becomes
more common in China in the twenty-first century,
acupuncture continues to be used, especially in hospi-
tals that rely on traditional medicine and also those
that combine traditional and Western approaches.

Bao-xing Chen and Garé Lecompte
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ADALET PARTISI The Adalet Partisi, or Jus-
tice Party (JP; 1961-1980), was a political party
founded in 1961 in Turkey by the lower echelons of
the Democrat Parti (Democrat Party [DP]). The DP
had been dissolved by the military junta that staged
the 1960 coup. The JP’s first leader, Ragip Gumus-
pala (1897-1964), was chief of the General Staff and
was among the 5,000 officers involuntarily retired by
the junta to rejuvenate the armed forces in August
1960 (the "Eminsu” case). In 1964, following the death
of Gumuspala, Suleyman Demirel (1924-) was elected
the second leader of the party and occupied this posi-
tion until the 1980 military junta banned the party.

The JP’s ideology accorded the private sector an
important role in economic development and empha-
sized social justice, rapid economic development, and
religious tolerance. The party represented the newly
emerging political elite made up of industrialists, small
entrepreneurs, artisans, merchants, and professionals
who had not been given enough representation by the
central organization of the old DP.

The JP was not a uniform body. The party’s cau-
cus included, in addition to liberal elements, religious
groups, extreme rightists, and devout supporters of the
former DP. The mixed composition led to two major
splits. The first ended with the dismissal of the na-
tionalist-fundamentalist group from the party in 1967.
The second came in December 1970, when seventy-
two members of parliament and senators resigned
from the party and founded the Democratik Party
(Democratic Party).

The party’s adoption of an import-substitution pol-
icy accelerated the expansion of a capitalist economy
at the expense of small merchants and artisans, who
withdrew support and moved toward small right-wing
parties promising a more nationalist economy. Slow-
ing economic growth, inflation, and labor-related con-
flicts cooled relations between the party and the
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private sector. The party’s relationship with the mili-
tary and bureaucrats, on the other hand, was always
troublesome.

The JP was in government for half of its twenty
years of existence, serving as a coalition partner (No-
vember 1961-June 1962, February-October 1965,
March 1975-June 1977 [I. Nationalist Front], July
1977-January 1978 [II. Nationalist Front]), as the
majority government (October 1965-October 1969,
November 1969-February 1970, March 1970-March
1971), and as a minority government (October
1979-September 1980). After the 1980 military inter-
vention, it was dissolved, and its leaders were banned
from political activities.

Ayla H. Kilic

Further Reading
Heper, Metin, and Jacob M. Landau, eds. (1991) Political
Parties and Democracy in Turkey. London: Tauris.

ADANA (2000 est. pop. 1.1 million). The fifth-
largest city of Turkey, Adana is located at the conflu-
ence of the Seyhan and Ceyhan Rivers in the rich
agricultural plain of Cukurova in southeastern Anato-
lia. Adana has changed hands often. In 1516 the Ot-
toman sultan Selim I (1468-1520) took possession of
the city during his campaign against the Mamluks. The
Ottomans left the administration of this newly con-
quered territory to local vassals for some years, but in
1608 the territory became a province of the Ottoman
empire. In 1833 Adana was ceded in the Treaty of Ku-
tahya to Muhammad Ali Pasha (or Mehmet Ali Pasa,
1769-1849), a rebel Ottoman officer who had suc-
ceeded in creating a more or less independent dynasty
in Egypt.

The Ottoman empire recovered Adana with the
London Convention of 1840, and the city again became
a provincial capital in 1867. The city’s importance as
an agricultural trading center dramatically increased
during the American Civil War (1861-1865), when
Adana benefited from the sudden shortage of cotton on
the international market. As a measure of this increas-
ing importance, a railroad connecting Adana to the
Mediterranean port of Mersin was built in 1886, and
this line was later included in the Baghdad Railway.

In 1909, Adana was the site of a short-lived Ar-
menian uprising that was brutally suppressed. The
French occupied the city in 1919, following the 1918
defeat of the Ottoman empire in World War 1. Un-
willing to invest the men and moneys necessary to
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maintain this occupation, however, France ceded the
territory to the Turkish Nationalist forces in 1922 at
the Treaty of Ankara.

Adana maintains its importance as an agricultural
center, and cotton continues to be a significant local
crop. Other important crops include oranges, lemons,
rice, and sesame. During the Turkish Republic, agri-
culturally related industries such as textile and veg-
etable oil production also assumed increasing
importance. Adana is home to Cukurova University,
founded in 1973. Yasar Kemal (b. 1922), arguably the
most famous author of Republican Turkey, was born
here and based many of his works on the Turkish and
Kurdish folktales of the surrounding countryside.

Howard Eissenstat

Further Reading
Cross, Toni M., and Gary Leiser. (2000) A Brief History of
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ADAT Adat refers to the wide range of local cus-
tomary regimes characterizing the diversity of ethnic
groupings and local communities across the Malay-
Indonesian archipelago. Variously translated as "cus-
tom," "tradition," "practice," and "rule," the concept
conveys a sense of the local order of things—be-
queathed and validated by ancestors, maintained and
adapted by their descendants. Adar typically orders
property rights, marriage and inheritance practices, re-
source access, and local governance. Transgressions of
adat prescriptions or prohibitions may result in social
or supernatural retribution; hence the regulatory as-
pect of adat goes beyond tradition or convention and
invokes a legal dimension. But #dat has broader con-
notations than Western concepts of either custom or
law convey: it also implicates propriety and common-
ality and appeals to particular moral styles and mod-
els of social consensus. Adat relationships typically
encompass social behavior, ritual responsibilities, rec-
iprocal relations, and collective obligations, as well as
other duties and privileges of membership in a com-
munity or kinship group. Critically important are the
ancestral and communal sanctions that make law and
custom living religious and social practices.

"non

Of Arabic derivation, the term adat entered Malay,
the trading language of the region, and came to en-
compass numerous analogous concepts in indigenous
languages: dresta (ancient custom) in Balinese, ada nto-
tua (the customs of the elders) among Kaili speakers
in Sulawesi, and adat perpatib (matrilineal customary
law) for the Minangkabau peoples of Sumatra (In-
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donesia) and Negeri Sembilan (Malaysia), for exam-
ple. The long history of contact with external religious
and legal systems—Indic since the fourth century, Is-
lamic since the fourteenth century, and European
since the sixteenth century—through trade and colo-
nization resulted in a fusion of adat with compatible
aspects of these imported traditions. But as the Dutch
adat scholar Cornelis Van Vollenhoven (1874-1933)
argued, it is the indigenous system that prevails in the
popular legal consciousness.

While in no sense representing a homogeneous set
of principles, the concept of adat nevertheless evokes
the disparate meanings and significant identities asso-
ciated with "the local" across Indonesia. Stretching
from very specific ethnic, community, or kin group
referents—for example, adar Minangkabau (an ethnic
group), or adat Desa Tenganan (a particular village)—
to a broad, generic notion of a pan-Malay-Indonesian
cultural substratum that predated and fused with the
religious traditions of Hinduism and Islam, the notion
of adat is fundamentally concerned with the recipro-
cal rights of individuals and their responsibilities to
their community and the ancestors that ensure the
community’s collective well-being.

The Leiden Adatrecht School

Adat law became a major discipline of Dutch colo-
nial legal studies. Building on the earlier writings of
G. A. Wilken, William Marsden, and Stamford Raf-
fles, the Adatrecht (literally "Adat Law") School was
pioneered by Cornelis Van Vollenhoven after his 1901
appointment to the professorship of Constitutional
Law and Administration at the University of Leiden.

Van Vollenhoven understood adat to be founded
on more or less autonomous "jural communities" or-
ganized along kinship or territorial lines. But adat au-
thority could also be vested in voluntary associations
that might be subsets of communities at one end of
the spectrum or, at the other end, claimed by hierar-
chically structured principalities that incorporated adat
communities or kin groups, which retained various de-
grees of autonomy.

Van Vollenhoven argued that it was inappropriate
to divorce legal institutions from other elements of
popular culture. The embeddedness of #dat in local in-
stitutions and beliefs made it impossible to draw a clear
distinction between adat as either custom or law. Rules
or customs that might otherwise be regarded merely
as etiquette represent a sensibility to community har-
mony and ancestral obligation that integrates social,
religious, and legal dimensions of everyday life. One
codification of customary law, the Ninety-Nine Laws

13



ADAT

of Perak (translated in Hooker 1978), for example, in-
cludes sections on abusive language, ceremonial
bathing, payments to the caretaker of village spirits,
and the keeping of elephants.

Customary sanctions may be applied because of the
failure to perform communal obligations or carry out
village cleansing rituals, the omission of compulsory
contributions to a feast, the felling of trees without
permission, or the transgression of rules on prohibited
marriages. Sanctions might require formal expulsion
from the adat community, or they remain implicit in
common understandings that the failure to observe
proper social relationships, conduct rituals, or recip-
rocate appropriately would bring ancestral disfavor
and misfortune. Van Vollenhoven and his students
recognized these culturally defined norms and rules
that regulate everyday life as legitimate forms of law,
which exist alongside codified regulations imposed by
formal institutions of authority.

The Dutch authorities published volumes of adat
law documents as part of their colonizing project.
These Adatrechtbundels (Adat Law Collections), in-
cluding inventories of local adatr practices, codifica-
tions of rules and penalties, and records of disputes
and court cases, were collected annually from differ-
ent parts of the archipelago between 1911 and 1955.
For the Leiden School, these voluminous materials
demonstrated the importance of indigenous custom-
ary law and the potential for codifying it. The highly
localized and heterogeneous sources for interpreting
adat, however, make generalization difficult.

Adat may apply primarily to groups organized by
kinship or to a territorial community in which kinship
is not important. It may privilege inheritance through
male (as among the Balinese and Batak) or female lines
(as among the Minangkabau), or it may stipulate equal
inheritance from both parents, as in the most preva-
lent bilateral kinship arrangement in Southeast Asia.

Insofar as the diversity of adar regimes can be said
to share underlying patterns or principles, a pragmatic
tolerance for—or at least a recognition of—local vari-
ation is perhaps foremost among them. Different be-
liefs, prohibitions, obligations, prerogatives, ritual
practices, and clothing and housing styles may be pre-
scribed or justified as local adat. Certain aspects of adat
practice may be privileged as central to group iden-
tity—for instance, matrilineal descent among the Mi-
nangkabau, ritual service obligation (#yahan) among
the Balinese, or the runggun decision-making forum
among the Karo Batak—in a certain period, locale, or
context and remain without emphasis in another. As
the Balinese adage Desa kala patra (according to "place,
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time, and circumstance") indicates, adat is open to sit-
uational interpretation and revision.

Van Vollenhoven likened variation in local adat to
dialects of a common language, in which an underly-
ing grammar could be revealed by scholarly analysis.
The studies carried out by the Leiden School assert
that common underlying features could be identified
beneath the surface diversity. Adat stresses local au-
tonomy, recognizing and legitimizing variation from
one social group to the other, and exhibits flexibility
over time. Adat is geared toward maintaining harmo-
nious relations; because local constructions of adat are
acutely attuned to reciprocal relations in pursuit of so-
cial consonance, balance and equivalence have great
resonance in its rhetorical and ritual expression. Nev-
ertheless, in most of the cultures of the archipelago,
adat also accommodates hierarchic social structures
that grant degrees of precedence and prerogative to
founding ancestors or aristocratic lineages. Commu-
nal interest theoretically takes priority over individual
interest; consequently the adat ethos is geared toward
consensual deliberation and mutual aid. Local adar is
more often than not uncodified, taking its social force
from the collective memory and ancestral bonds of
community members, as interpreted through the wis-
dom and spiritual powers of adar specialists. Adat au-
thority tends to be diffuse, vested variously in
corporate membership, village elders, and rulers, but
it is subject to the intervention of supernatural
forces—auspicious or ominous events signifying the
favor or dissatisfaction of ancestors and local guardian
spirits. The power and knowledge of the spirit domain
are often exercised by inspired or charismatic practi-
tioners operating outside formal lines of authority.

Controversies: Of Rights and Identities

Most of the controversies surrounding adat in aca-
demic literature, political circles, and popular debates
among the regional cultures of Indonesia center on its
relevance to modernity, its relationship to orthodox
religions, and its implications for property, status, and
gender.

Gender, Religion, and Modernity Conflicts and ac-
commodations among adat, capitalist modernity, and
Islamic revival movements have been of special inter-
est to scholars of gender and religion. Adar typically
recognizes women’s right to initiate divorce and, in
the predominantly bilateral kinship systems of the
archipelago, to equal inheritance rights and an equal
share in property acquired during marriage.

Matrilineal customary law (adat perpatih) among the
Minangkabau people of West Sumatra in Indonesia
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and Negeri Sembilan in West Malaysia has received
considerable attention because of the long-standing ac-
commodation of Islam to women’s customary inheri-
tance rights. Under matrilineal adat, ancestral property
passes through the female line, whereas Islamic law for-
mally gives women the right to a one-third share of
family property, compared to two-thirds for male de-
scendants. The difference between Minangkabau adat
and Islamic law was traditionally resolved through a
distinction between ancestral property (harta pusako),
transmitted from mothers to daughters, and individu-
ally acquired property (barta pencarian), which may be
disposed of according to the wishes of the owner.

Although the Minangkabau generally regard Islam
and adat as mutually reinforcing aspects of their iden-
tity, modernist political movements in West Sumatra
challenged #dat-based relations, particularly women’s
property rights under adat, without substantively al-
tering adat inheritance practice. In Malaya, during
what became known as the Adat crisis of 1951, when
a branch of the United Malay National Organization
mooted a proposal to abolish matrilineal inheritance
in Negeri Sembilan, women mounted a successful
campaign threatening proponents with divorce.

Individually acquired property still tends to be con-
verted over generations to ancestral property. The
continuity of this practice, despite the individualiza-
tion and commercialization of property and other as-
pects of social life, attests to the resilience of
Minangkabau adat and the continued significance of
the cultural identities and social ties it underpins. Nev-
ertheless, wider social change through urbanization,
industrialization, and the commercialization of agri-
culture (which accompanied the green-revolution in-
tensification of rice production) has altered the
complex constellation of social relations and cultural
beliefs that connected land, ancestors, and female me-
diation in ritual and family affairs. These forces have
tended to marginalize the cultural values and social re-
lations of these once predominantly agrarian societies,
with consequences for the position of women.

While the adat arrangements of the predominantly
bilateral or matrilineal cultures of the archipelago sup-
port relatively egalitarian gender relations, for women
in patrilineal systems, such as the Balinese and Batak,
the opposite is true. For example, Bali Hindu author-
ities obtained exemption from divorce and inheritance
provisions of the 1974 Marriage Law that stipulate
equal division of property on the grounds of patrilin-
eal adat. Nevertheless, anthropologists find underly-
ing bilateral principles across the cultures of Southeast
Asia that moderate formally lineal practices.
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Property Rights and Modernity Since the colonial
period, the question of official recognition of adat
property rights has been among the most vexing of
political and economic issues. With respect to land and
resources, adat is tied to concepts of territoriality and
community rights of allocation, generally referred to
as hak ulayat ("territorial right"). These include com-
munal access or customarily allocated rights to resi-
dential lands, cultivated fields, uncultivated forests,
and grazing and fallow areas.

The religious, social, and economic dimensions of
adat make property rights and resource access more
complex than individual private-property rights under
Western law. Since the individual’s rights to land and
resources are in varying degrees defined and validated
by community or group membership, it is impossible
to draw clear distinctions between private and com-
mon property. Migration or expulsion from the com-
munity could mean the loss of rights to corporately
held land. In Bali, for example, some of the oldest com-
munities retain strict regulations on land alienation.
Tenganan village does not permit the purchase or sale
of village land, most of which is communally owned,
and serious transgressions of adar rules, or marriage to
someone from outside the village, result in loss of
rights to communal property.

Under adat regulations, outside groups require per-
mission and usually pay "recognition fees" for resource
access rights to adat community territory. Smaller-
scale payments may also be required of members
themselves in acknowledgment of overarching group
rights. Adar typically limits individual property rights
to land that can be effectively worked by member
households. Communities, custodians, or individual
holders of adat land traditionally have ritual obliga-
tions to ancestors and guardian spirits that validate
their property rights.

With cultural, social, and economic links so inti-
mately connected, adat land has been widely regarded
as inalienable from the community or descent group.
This aspect of adat has not sat comfortably with na-
tional land laws, which in both Malaysia and Indone-
sia give great weight to forms of private-property
rights inherited from the Western legal tradition.
Land not officially registered under formal law was
subject to appropriation by the state.

The Dutch colonial Domain Declaration arrogated
to the state all land for which legally recognized prop-
erty rights could not be proved. This principle became
the subject of scholarly controversy between the Lei-
den School, which sought to defend adat rights as legal
rights to land, and the competing School of Law and
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Administration at Utrecht. The latter refused adar the
status of law, arguing that adat-based rights were an im-
pediment to modernization and development. The
premise of the Domain Declaration was later incorpo-
rated into the Indonesian constitution and subsequent
national land and resource laws, marginalizing the to-
ken acknowledgments of adar in the same legislation.

In practice, local claims to uncultivated areas under
bak ulayat were disregarded or granted only residual
recognition under colonial and postcolonial regimes.
Land and resource rights asserted under adat were
overridden by the state whenever they competed with
alternative land uses. Widespread expropriation of
adat domains for industry, resettlement, and other de-
velopment projects set the stage for later, sometimes
violent struggles over land, resources, and cultural
rights.

Myths and Reformations

For its critics, the adat law project of the Leiden
School was an idealist construction, which exaggerated
the internal coherence and underlying commonality of
adat regimes. Joel Kahn (1993) and Peter Burns (1989)
critiqued the neotraditional romanticism of Dutch
scholars and administrators who sought a pristine in-
digenous legal archetype. Clifford Geertz argued that
the Dutch adat law framework reified a living, cultur-
ally defined legal sensibility, misrepresenting "an in-
digenous sense of what justice is, social consonance,
in terms of an imported one of what order is, a
Rechtsstaat [state law]" (Geertz 1983: 209).

Debate among contemporary scholars continues to
reflect the earlier conflict between the Leiden and
Utrecht schools, the former supporting the practical and
ethical grounds for the recognition of adat as law and
the case for legal pluralism, the latter regarding it as an
artificial and inappropriate application of the concept of
law, which hindered the development of a modern cod-
ified legal system. Parallel positions idealizing and con-
testing the character and role of adar regimes continue
among indigenous writers confronting questions of
equality, sustainability, nationalism, and modernity. As
environmental concerns became linked to indigenous-
rights issues, adat regulation of natural resources has be-
come the focus of similar debate.

Controversies about the place of adat in the lives of
the peoples of the archipelago and its legal viability in
Malaysia and Indonesia have not abated. Indeed, the lo-
calization processes accompanying globalization place
adar at the center of much of the discourse associated
with issues of indigenous rights, local management of
resources, and decentralized governance. In Indonesia,
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the reform movement that ended the Suharto regime
in 1998 spawned an alliance of #dat communities sup-
ported by nongovernmental organizations and aimed at
reasserting the rights of local indigenous minorities.
The Alliance of Adat Communities of the Archipelago
was formed in 1999 to press for revision of land, re-
source, and governance legislation and to gain full
recognition of adat institutions, property, and cultural
rights. Regional-autonomy policies have been devel-
oped in response to self-determination demands and to
the interethnic conflicts partly generated by decades of
marginalization of adat regimes under the auspices of
government development policies.

While debate over the contemporary relevance of
adat continues in scholarly and policy-making circles,
evidence of the continuity of adat practices reveals an
inner dynamic of meanings and values that demand
recognition. These meanings and values take new
forms as local regimes become linked to global move-
ments focused on the rights of indigenous minorities.
The politicization of adat has led to more crystallized
and sometimes more rigidly defined conceptions of
adat, reformed and reconstituted as a focus of politi-
cal demands. As Maila Stivens (1996) says of matriliny
in Negeri Sembilan, adat, for significant numbers
among the populations of Malaysia and Indonesia, is
no "traditional relic." Across the Malay-Indonesian
archipelago, adat remains a vital force, a sometimes
diffuse, sometimes explicit sociolegal sensibility, and a
ground for contestation and for defining common
identity and interest.

Carol Warren
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AEGEAN SEA The Aegean Sea is located between
the coasts of Greece and Turkey and the islands of
Crete and Rhodes. Its covers an area of 210 square
kilometers; its maximum depth is 3,543 meters, found
to the east of Crete. More than two thousand islands
of varying sizes, most of which belong to Greece, are
scattered throughout the Aegean. Some, such as Les-
bos, Chios, Rhodes, and Crete, are of substantial size
and sustain significant populations. Many islands and
islets, however, are too small and barren to sustain hu-
man habitation.

The prevailing winds in the Aegean Sea are
northerly, dry, and relatively cold. During the mild
winter season, these alternate with milder northwest-
erly winds. As with much of the Mediterranean, the
Aegean is considered to be poor in resources. The flow
of colder and less saline water from the Black Sea
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AEGEAN SEA

Sailboats in the harbor of Bodrum, Turkey, on the Aegean Sea.
(NIK WHEELER/CORBIS)

through the Turkish straits (the Bosporus and the Dar-
danelles) and the Sea of Marmara tends to cool the
water temperatures and reduce the high salinity of the
Aegean Sea. This flow of water and the fish that mi-
grate from the Black Sea through the Turkish straits
have had a positive effect on the fish resources of the
Aegean. On the other hand, the Aegean has been ad-
versely affected by the increasing levels of pollution in
the Black Sea as well as in other adjoining seas. In the
Aegean, illegal dumping of waste materials by both
Greek and Turkish industries has contributed to the
pollution, with harmful effects on marine resources.

Increased shipping from ports in the Black Sea and
the prospect of considerably higher tanker traffic car-
rying Caspian and Central Asian oil through the
Aegean have generated fears in Greece and Turkey,
as well as among environmentalists, of still more acute
threats to the ecosystem and cleanliness of the Aegean.

Modest deposits of petroleum have been discovered
and exploited off the coast of the island of Thassos,
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AFGHAN HOUND

and some experts have predicted more extensive dis-
coveries elsewhere in the Aegean. However, disputes
between Greece and Turkey over the limits of terri-
torial seas and sovereign rights over the continental
shelf have prevented explorations for oil and gas in
much of the sea that remains outside the six-mile ter-
ritorial seas that both countries maintain in the
Aegean. The settlement of disputed maritime issues
related to the continental shelf and territorial sea en-
titlement of the two neighbors will open the door to
greater exploration activity for oil and gas in the
Aegean. No less important, improved relations be-
tween Greece and Turkey will yield greater coopera-
tion to help resolve the increasingly serious threats to
the environment of the Aegean.

Tozun Bahcheli
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AFGHAN HOUND The Afghan hound is a tall,
slender hunting dog (Canis familiaris) with long, strong
legs, a heavy, silky coat (although there are short-haired
varieties of Afghans), and typically long ears. An adult
stands about 70 centimeters at shoulders and weighs
about 27 kilograms. Belonging to the hound group,
Afghan hounds are supposedly related to greyhounds.

Afghan hounds originated in the Middle East and
were used for hunting in mountainous regions of
northern Afghanistan. Some have suggested that the
breed was known in ancient Egypt as early as the third
millennium BCE; the Egyptians certainly had some sort
of hound at an early date. Afghans came to England
with British soldiers who brought them back from the
Indo-Afghanistan area in the late nineteenth century;
the breed reached the United States in the early 1930s.

The Afghan dog’s agility in covering difficult ter-
rain made it a suitable companion for mountain-
dwelling hunters mounted on horseback. An Afghan’s
long legs allow it to move with great speed in a char-
acteristic, racehorse-like gallop. Like all sight hounds,
such as the Borzoi or Russian wolfhound, the whip-
pet, and the greyhound, the Afghan courses by sight
rather than by smell; thus its swiftness lets it keep pace
with and run down fast-moving game, and its agility
enables it to follow its prey’s evasive actions. Today
Afghans are primarily companion dogs and show dogs
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rather than hunters, esteemed for their stylish lines
and beautiful, tireless movement in all Western coun-
tries, where Afghan puppies command a high price.

Paul Hockings
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Fogle, Bruce (1995) Encyclopedia of the Dog. New York: DK
Publishing.

AFGHANI, JAMAL AD-DIN (1838/39-1896/
97), Islamic theorist and activist. Jamal ad-din al-
Afghani (the "al" is often dropped) was a controver-
sial and significant influence in the Islamic world
during the last half of the nineteenth century. His in-
fluence continues through his writings, which stress
anti-imperialism, nationalism, and Pan-Islamism.

Although he claimed that he was born in
Afghanistan, several documents indicate that he was
actually born in Iran and raised as a Shi‘ite Muslim.
His assertion of Afghan and Sunni Islam birth was
probably made to avoid discrimination by, and lower
status among, Sunni Muslims, who constitute about
90 percent of the world’s Muslims. Evidence suggests
that he received early education in Iran and higher ed-
ucation at Shi‘ite shrine cities in Iraq. His papers in-
dicate that he studied with great interest the innovative
school of Shi‘a Islam called Shaikhi, which was
founded on the writings of Shaikh Ahmad al-Asa‘i
(1752-1826). He then settled in India where he ap-
parently developed his lifelong hatred of the British
and their colonial system. From India he traveled to
Mecca and eventually arrived in Afghanistan via Iran.

In Afghanistan, he served as a counsel to the emir
until his anti-British opinions cost him his position and
led to his expulsion when a pro-British emir came to
power in 1868. He eventually settled in Istanbul and
became active in educational circles. In a series of con-
troversial university lectures, he argued that philoso-
phy and prophecies were crafts, skills that could be
developed and learned. This view was seen as hereti-
cal by the religious authorities and led to his expul-
sion from Istanbul. He lived and taught in Cairo until
1879, where he encouraged his followers to replace
the Egyptian leader Isma‘il with his candidate, Taw-
fig. Tawfiq did come to power, but only with British
and French support, and Jamal ad-din Afghani’s anti-
British rhetoric again led to his expulsion. He moved
back to India and settled in the Muslim state of Hy-
derabad, where he wrote his most influential work on
nationalism, The Refutation of the Materialists. In 1883
he moved to Paris, where he was joined by a disciple
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from Cairo, Muhammad Abduh. Together they put
out a free Muslim newspaper, Al-Urwa Al-Wuthga
(The Firmest Bond), which took strong Pan-Islamist
and anti-British positions. It was short-lived but very
influential.

After the closing of the newspaper, Jamal ad-din
Afghani was on the move again. In Britain he was in-
volved in a plot to end British influence in Egypt; in
Iran and Russia he tried to no avail to start a war be-
tween Russia and Britain. In Iran he spoke out against
the shah’s economic concessions to Europe, which
caused him to be exiled to Iraq. On an invitation from
the Ottoman sultan, he moved to Istanbul, where he
was eventually banned from lecturing and publishing.
It is believed that he encouraged one of his disciples
to assassinate the shah of Iran, Naser al-Din Shah. He
died of cancer in 1897, although a rumor persists that
the sultan had him poisoned.

Houman A. Sadri
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AFGHANISTAN—PROFILE

AFGHANISTAN-RBROFILE (2001 est. pop.
26.8 million). Afghanistan (Land of the Afghans),
formerly the Republic of Afghanistan (called Jomhuri-
ye Afghanistan in Dari Persian, Da Afghanistan
Jamhawriyat in Pashto), has undergone dramatic so-
ciopolitical changes during the past 150 years and par-
ticularly since 1989. As a crossroads of Eurasian
commerce for nearly four millennia, it has been a con-
duit for invaders from east and west and a recipient
of major religious ideologies, including Buddhism and
Islam. Hence, Afghanistan is ethnically and linguisti-
cally diverse, a mosaic of cultures and languages, es-
pecially in the north. In 2001, the self-proclaimed
Taliban government, which at one time controlled 90
percent of the nation, referred to the country as the
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan, whereas the North-
ern Alliance, the umbrella grouping of anti-Taliban
forces, fought for the Islamic State of Afghanistan
(Dowlat-e Eslami-ye Afghanestan in Dari Persian).

Location, Geography, and Ecology

Afghanistan is a landlocked Central Asian nation
bounded on the north by three former Soviet re-
publics—now members of the Commonwealth of In-
dependent States (Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, and
Tajikistan)—on the northeast by the People’s Repub-
lic of China, on the east and south by Pakistan, and on
the west by Iran. Afghanistan’s current boundaries were
established during the late nineteenth century in the
context of the "Great Game," a rivalry between the
British then occupying India on the Asian subcontinent

After more than twenty years of war and civil disorder, much of Afghanistan in 2002 is in ruins.
These damaged buildings line a main street in the capital city of Kabul. (BACI/CORBIS)
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Country name: Islamic State of Afghanistan, Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan

Area: 647,500 sq km

Population: 26,813,057 (July 2001 est.)

Population growth rate: 3.48% (2001 est.)

Birth rate: 41.42 births/1,000 population (2001 est.)

Death rate: 17.72 deaths/1,000 population (2001 est.)

Net migration rate: 11.11 migrant(s)/1,000 population (2001 est.)

Sex ratio-tetal population: 1.06 male(s)/female (2001 est.)

Infant mortality rate: 147.02 deaths/1,000 live births (2001 est.)

Life expectancy at birth-tetal population: 46.24 years, male: 46.97 years, female:
45.47 years (2001 est.)

Major religions: Sunni Islam, Shi‘a Islam

Major languages: Pashtu, Dari, Turkic languages

Literacy-tetal population: 31.5%, male: 47.2%, female: 15% (1999 est.)

Government type: no functioning central government, administered by factions

Capital: Kabul

Administrative divisions: 32 provinces

Independence: 19 August 1919 (from U.K. control over Afghan foreign affairs)

National holiday: Independence Day, 19 August (1919)

Suffrage: no information

GDP-eal growth rate: no information

GDP-per capita (purchasing power parity): $800 (2000 est.)

Population below poverty line: no information

Exports: $80 million (1996 est.)

Imports: $150 million (1996 est.)

Currency: afghani (AFA)

Source: Central Intelligence Agency. (2001) The World Factbook 2001.
Retrieved 18 October 2001 from: http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook.
"Administrative Divisions of Countries." (2001) In Administrative Subdivisions
of Countries, edited by Gwillim Law. Jefferson, NC: McFarland & Company.

Retrieved 17 February 2002, from: http://www.mindspring.com/~gwil/

statoids.html.

and the Russians in Central Asia; Afghanistan was
called the "Northwest Frontier” by the British. The
borders of Afghanistan with its six neighbors cover
6,529 kilometers.

"The nation covers 647,500 square kilometers—ap-
proximately the size of Texas or the United King-
dom—and has a shape similar to a clenched right fist
with the thumb extended to the northeast, the narrow
Wakhan Corridor leading to China. Major physical
features include the Amu Dar’ya (the ancient Oxus)
River, forming much of the northern international
border; the steppes, the Turkistan Plains in the north;
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a mountainous center and northeast dominated by the
Hindu Kush mountain range (the western extension
of the Himalayas) and the Pamirs; the Sistan Basin
with plains in the southwest, through which flows the
Helmand River; and deserts (Dasht-i Margo) to the
far west and south (Rigestan). Except for the Amu
Dar’ya, which flows westward into the Caspian Sea,
and the Kabul River, which flows eastward and joins
the Indus, the other rivers end in inland seas, swamps,
or salt flats.

The northern plains are a major agricultural re-
gion, accounting for 80 percent of the grain crops;
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the southwestern plateau is a desert and semidesert
except for the irrigation agriculture associated with
the Helmand River; the central highlands are domi-
nated by the Hindu Kush, which is traversed by only
a few high mountain passes. Nearly half of the total
land area lies above 2,000 meters; thus, much of
Afghanistan has a subarctic mountain climate with
dry, cold winters and short, cool summers, whereas
the semiarid steppe lowlands have cold winters and
hot summers, and the southwest has a hot, arid, desert
climate. Annual precipitation varies from 75 millime-
ters in the desert to 1,280 millimeters in the Hindu
Kush. The elevation extremes are on the Amu Dar’ya
(258 meters) and at Noeshak (7,485 meters). Climate,
flora, and fauna vary with elevation, and temperatures
range greatly. Agricultural products include wheat,
rice, fruits, nuts, and vegetables, although only 12 per-
cent of the land is arable, whereas 46 percent consists
of permanent pastures, 37 percent deserts, and only
3 percent forests. A four-year drought (1998-2001)
has decimated the agricultural lands and pastures.
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Many species of the indigenous animal population are
endangered due to heavy exploitation and the ravages
of twenty-three years of international (Soviet-Afghan)
and civil wars.

Sociopolitical Characteristics

Administratively, the nation has thirty-two velayat
(provinces): Badakhshan, Badghis, Baghlan, Balkh,
Bamian, Farah, Faryab, Ghazni, Ghowr, Helmand,
Herat, Jowzjan, Kabul, Kandahar, Kapisa, Khowst,
Konar, Kunduz, Laghman, Lowhar, Nangarhar, Nim-
ruz, Nuristan, Oruzgan, Paktia, Paktika, Parvan, Saman-
gan, Sar-e Pol, Takhar, Vardak, and Zabul (Zabol). The
two newest are Khowst and Nuristan. There has never
been an official, comprehensive census, but the popula-
tion in 1998 was estimated by the United Nations at
21.5 million, including 2.5 million nomads, whereas the
U.S. Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) in 2001 pro-
jected 26.8 million, including 3.2 million refugees in
Pakistan, 1.9 million in Iran, 300,000 in Turkmenistan,
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AFGHAN NATIONAL CHARACTER

While extreme and stereotypical, this 1908 profile of the Afghan, nonetheless,
does provide some insight into the nature of relations in Afghanistan, and the
difficulties faced by any government in creating national unity—a key task in

2002.

As a race the Afghans are handsome and athletic, often with a fair
complexion, the features highly aquiline. Their step is full of res-
olution, their bearing proud and apt to be rough. Inured to blood-
shed from childhood, they are familiar with death, audacious in
attack, but easily discouraged by failure. They are treacherous and
passionate in revenge, which they will satisfy in the most cruel
manner, even at a cost of their own lives. Nowhere is crime com-
mitted on such trifling grounds, in spite of the severe manner in
which crimes are punished when brought home to offenders. The
women have handsome features of a Jewish cast, fair complexions,
sometimes rosy, especially in early life, though usually sallow.
They are rigidly secluded; but in spite of this, and of the fact that
adultery is almost invariably punished by death, intrigue is fre-
quent. "The pride of Afghans," says Bellew, "is a marked feature
of their natural character. They eternally boast of their descent
and prowess in arms and their independence. They despise all
other races; and even among themselves, each man considers him-
self equal to, if not better than his neighbour." They enjoy a char-
acter for liberal hospitality; guest and strangers are fed free of
charge in the village guest houses; and by the law of honor known
as nanawatai, the Afghan is expected, at the sacrifice of his own
life and property if necessary, to shelter and protect anyone, even
an enemy, who in extremity may seek an asylum under his roof.
This protection, however, only extends to the limits of the
premises; and once beyond this, the host may be the first to in-
jure his late protégé. Badal, or retaliation, must be exacted for the
slightest personal injury or insult, or for damage to property.
Where the avenger takes the life of his victim in retaliation for
the murder of one of his relatives, the act is termed kisas.

Source: Imperial Gazetteer of India: Afghanistan and Nepal. (1908)
Calcutta, India: Superintendent of Government Printing, 26-27.

Uzbekistan, and Thajikistan, and 150,000 residing else-
where. The largest city is the capital, Kabul (Kabul ve-
layat), with 1.4 million inhabitants, located in the
eastcentral region; next are Kandahar (Kandahar ve-
layat), with 225,500, located in the southwest; Mazar-i
Sharif (Balkh velayat), with 185,000, located in the
northcentral region; Herat (Herat wvelayat), with
175,000, located in the upper northwest; and Jalalabad
(Nangarhar velayat), with 120,000, located east of Kabul.
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U.N. data list the major ethnic groups as Pashtuns
(54 percent of the population), Tajiks (concentrated
in the north, 27 percent), Uzbeks (8 percent), and Haz-
ara (7 percent). Others include Kyrgyz, Arabs,
Baluchis, Turkmen, Nuristani, Chahar Aimak, Brahui,
Sikhs, and Jews. CIA data list Pashtuns (38 percent),
Tajiks (25 percent), Hazara (19 percent), and Uzbeks
(6 percent). The Pashtun tribes, both sedentary farm-
ers and nomadic pastoralists, inhabit principally the
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southern and eastern parts of Afghanistan. Tajik
farmers and village craftspeople live in Kabul and
Badakhshan velayat to the northeast and in Herat to
the far west.

Languages

The official languages of Afghanistan include
Pashto (more precisely, Southern Pashto) and the Dari
dialect of Persian (Eastern Farsi or Dari). The 2001
CIA data list Pashto (35 percent); Afghan Persian or
Dari (50 percent); Turkic languages, primarily Turk-
men and Uzbek (11 percent); and thirty minor lan-
guages. Summer Institute of Linguistics data in 1996
listed the number of languages at forty-seven, then all
"living" (spoken) languages. Many individuals, espe-
cially men, are bilingual and trilingual, although the
effects of warfare have undoubtedly altered the num-
bers of multilingual males. Thirty of the forty-seven
languages are indigenous to Afghanistan; five derive
from Pakistan and four from Tajikistan.

Approximately 85 percent of the population are
Sunni Muslim (Hanafi school), and 14 percent are
Shi‘ite (primarily in the north), with the remainder Is-
maili Muslims, Hindus, Sikhs, and others. By 2001,
the Sikh population of Afghanistan was estimated at
about five thousand, and the number of Jews had
shrunk from forty thousand in 1989 to fewer than
seven hundred.

Charles C. Kolb
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AFGHANISTAN-ECONOMIC SYSTEM
As of 2002, Afghanistan does not have a viable eco-
nomic system. The traditional economy, which was
based mainly on subsistence agriculture and animal
husbandry and which usually provided enough food
for the Afghan population plus a surplus for trade, was
essentially destroyed beginning in 1979 with the So-
viet invasion and war, which lasted until 1989. The
economy suffered further during the civil unrest of the
first half of the 1990s and then recovered in some re-
gions during Taliban rule from 1995 to 2001. The
U.S.-led invasion of 2001-2002 damaged much of
what was left of the economy and infrastructure, and
the World Bank concluded that Afghanistan had be-
come the poorest nation in the world. The situation
was made worse by a drought that began in 1999 and
limited crop production and livestock herding. It is
also important to note that statistics regarding the
Afghanistan economy for the last twenty or so years
are untrustworthy.

The year 2002 marked the beginning of a large-
scale international effort to rebuild the Afghanistan
economy and infrastructure through billions of dollars
of financial, material, and managerial support. The
first major event was the Tokyo Conference on 21-22
January, convened to address the problems of
Afghanistan’s devastated economy.

Afghanistan has a relatively small (estimated at
18-20 million) rural population, most of whom live in
small villages. The traditional economy is in accord
with this population pattern and is based on a mix of
farming (wheat, barley, corn, and fruits are the main
crops) and herding (mainly sheep and goats and also
cattle, camels, donkeys, and horses). Farming and
herding are limited by the rough terrain and dry cli-
mate, and agriculture typically requires irrigation.
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The Afghanistan economy is based primarily on subsistence agriculture. Here, a farmer plows a field
with a team of oxen. (CAROLINE PENN/CORBIS)

Farming and herding are done mainly to support the
family, but in good years prior to 1979 a surplus was
sometimes produced and exported. These major sub-
sistence activities are supported by village-level weav-
ing, blacksmithing, and goldsmithing and cottage
industries such as carpet weaving. Prior to 1979, other
economic activities included a small manufacturing
sector (cement, carpets, textiles) and foreign aid, which
supported government programs and the development
of a technology and communication infrastructure that
mainly served the cities. From 1979 on, millions of
Afghans fled to Pakistan and other nations, and re-
mittances they sent to relatives back home provided
another source of revenue.

The ten-year war with the Soviets destroyed many
roads and irrigation systems and government pro-
grams and services, rendered land useless because of
land mines, and caused several million to flee. The
civil war following the Soviet withdrawal caused addi-
tional damage, and it was not until the Taliban took
control and eventually ruled 90 percent of the nation
that the economy begin to recover. Especially in the
south and east, farming and herding improved to a
limited extent, trade with Pakistan increased, and nat-
ural resources such as timber, precious stones, and
marble and granite were harvested and traded. Opium
farming also expanded rapidly, and Afghanistan be-
came the largest supplier of illicit opium until the Tal-
iban banned opium production in July 2000. Opium
production continued, however, in the north, where it
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was an important source of income for the Northern
Alliance, the major rival of the Taliban. The drought
that began in 1999 and continued into 2002 undid the
agricultural and herding gains and made a significant
portion of the population dependent on international
aid for food, shelter, and health care.

In 2002, as the international community plans for
the development of the Afghan economy, it faces a
challenging task. Among the major obstacles are the
absence of political stability; weak or nonfunctioning
economic institutions such as banks, a state treasury,
and civil-service system; corruption in the distribution
of international aid; an environment unsuited to farm-
ing in many regions; few passable roads; no railroad;
and no access to the sea. On the positive side are a
long tradition of self-sufficiency, natural gas and oil
resources, and the sizable international effort.

David Levinson
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AFGHANISTAN-HISTORY Archaeologi-
cally, Afghanistan’s prehistory dates to fifty thousand
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years ago and includes Middle and Upper Paleolithic
sites (particularly in the northern foothills of the
Hindu Kush) and abundant Bronze and Iron Age sites
in the north, south, and east. Modern Afghanistan,
located at the crossroads of Central, West, and
South Asia, incorporates partially or wholly the
ancient regions of Aria, Bactria, Sogdiana, Arachosia,
and Drangiana—part of the Achaemenid empire
(559-330 BCE) and more recently the empire of
Alexander of Macedon and his Hellenic successors
(c. 330 BCE-150 CE). The territory was also a part of
the Parthian, Yueh-chih/Tokharian, Saka, and
Kushana polities and the Sasanid empire (c. 224/228-
651 CE) and was incorporated into the lands conquered
by the Arab Muslims about 700 CE. Portions of
Afghanistan remained under the Abbasid caliphate
into the ninth century and then under the temporary
control of a series of polities: the Samanids, Kerts,
Ghaznavids, Ghurids, Mongols, and the Timurids and
successor states.

In the sixteenth century, the Mughal empire of In-
dia and the Safavids (Persians) were political rivals with
Afghanistan as a frontier until the emergence of the
native Afghan Durrani dynasty. This dynasty began
rule in 1747 and continued nominally under Pashtun
Abdali ethnic-group rulers until the Communist coup
in 1978. Afshar Persian sociopolitical influence began
in the 1720s and remained into the nineteenth cen-
tury, when Afghanistan was thrust into the geopoliti-
cal arena of Britain versus Russia (initially through the
British East India Company) in the Great Game.
Three Anglo-Afghan wars (1838-1842, 1878-1879,
and 1919) served to help establish Afghan indepen-
dence in the twentieth century under a succession of
rulers: Abdur Rahman Khan (1880-1901), Habibullah
(1901-1919), King Amanullah (1919-1929), Muham-
mad Nadir Shah (1929-1933), and Muhammad Zahir
Shah (1933-1973), with a republic being established
by Muhammad Daoud (1973-1978).

The 1978 leftist coup led to a Soviet military pres-
ence until 1989, when the Afghan Islamic resistance
movement (with U.S. and Pakistani aid) caused the
Soviets to abandon the conflict and withdraw 100,000
troops. The mujahideen (Afghan guerrillas who
fought against the Soviets) were composed of many
ethnic Afghans and foreign warriors from throughout
the Islamic world (particularly Saudi Arabia, Yemen,
and Pakistan), who began to fall out with one another,
precipitating internecine rebellions and attacks on
Kabul. Beginning in 1990, a violent civil conflict
raged. On one side was the Pashtun fundamentalist
Taliban militia, with seventy thousand soldiers, po-
litically led by Mullah Muhammad Omar since 1993,
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who had supported the international terrorist Osama
bin Laden since 1995. On the other side was the anti-
Taliban Northern Alliance. The fragile Northern Al-
liance, whose fifteen thousand soldiers had been led
by the charismatic Ahmad Shah Masood (an ethnic
Tajik who assembled Tajik, Uzbek, and Shi‘ite Mus-
lim Hazara support), survived Masood’s assassination
in September 2001. The war precipitated a critical
refugee problem—perhaps one-third of Afghan in-
habitants had been displaced by the autumn of 2001—
as the Taliban, who had once controlled 90 percent
of the nation, faced a reinvigorated Northern Alliance
aided by Western powers seeking to bring bin Laden
to justice for the terrorist attacks of 11 September
2001. The drought, a decimated sociopolitical infra-
structure, the destruction of cultural patrimony (li-
brary and museum collections and archaeological
treasures, such as the Buddhas of Bamian), and health
and human rights issues (particularly concerning
women and minority groups) exacerbated the military
and political scene.

Charles C. Kolb
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AFGHANISTAN-HUMAN RIGHTS The
chaos of over two decades of warfare has left
Afghanistan without an infrastructure of any kind
and without human rights. Human rights suffered
especially after 1996, when the Taliban, a group of
Islamic fundamentalists, captured Kabul and re-
solved to make Afghanistan accord with their vision
of a pure Islamic state. The most flagrant departures
from international standards of human rights were
in the Taliban’s treatment of women and the sever-
ity with which the Taliban punished crimes.
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WOMEN'’S RIGHTS
IN AFGHANISTAN

Women’s rights were a major human rights is-
sue in Afghanistan during the years of Taliban
rule. The following text is from a flyer produced
by the Afghanistan Is Everywhere movement for
the 8 March 2002 International Women’s Day.

In Afghanistan women risked their lives to
attain basic human rights. Many women’s or-
ganizations worked publicly and privately, se-
cretly educating thousands of girls and
securing healthcare under the brutal Taliban
regime. They developed educational oppor-
tunities, conducted courses and vocational
training, and opened hospitals for refugee
Afghan women and children. The female
spirit was strong and fearless during these
horrific times.

The Taliban’s Treatment of Women

After consolidating power, one of the first things
that the Taliban saw to was the removal of women
from all social and public life. Thus, women and girls
were not allowed to work outside the home or even
to venture out unless in the company of a close male
relative and they were prohibited from attending
schools or universities. All women were forced to wear
the burka, an all-enveloping garment that completely
hides the body, with a mesh in front of the eyes to al-
low for seeing and breathing. Male doctors could not
examine female patients and female doctors could not
practice, which meant that women were essentially de-
nied access to modern health care. Proscriptions for
women reached absurd levels, with women and girls
being forbidden to wear white socks or shoes that
made any noise when they walked. In short, women
had to become invisible, and were virtually under
house arrest.

The punishments meted out on women for trans-
gressing these laws were severe and harsh. A large
number of women were stoned to death for walking
with a man who was not a husband. Thousands of
women were beaten for not wearing proper clothing.
Many women were publicly executed for alleged sex-
ual improprieties. A large percentage of Afghanistan’s
female population is war widows; these women were
forced to beg in order to subsist, since all work was
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denied them. Women were shot at or beaten if they
ventured out of the house alone.

Before the Taliban took control, women in
Afghanistan were a very progressive group. In Kabul,
prior to 1996, 60 percent of the teachers and 50 per-
cent of the students at Kabul University were women;
70 percent of the schoolteachers, 50 percent of the
government workers, and 40 percent of the doctors
were women. Thus, the Taliban suddenly disenfran-
chised a large segment of the workforce and the in-
telligentsia.

The Taliban’s Treatment of Men

Men were also subjected to brutal treatment. Every
male was forced to grow a beard, wear a turban, and
never show his arms or his legs. Flouting these laws
meant public flogging or even summary execution.
Most males of fifteen years and older were forced to
join the Taliban army; those who refused were shot,
along with their families; there were reports of entire
villages being murdered in this fashion.

Punishment of Crimes

Severe punishment was meted out to those whom
the Taliban saw as hindering their progress toward a
perfect Islamic state. Thus, those convicted of steal-
ing (most of these people stole food) had their right
hands cut off; these events were held at the Kabul soc-
cer stadium, and drew huge crowds. This stadium was
also used for public executions. The relatives of vic-
tims publicly executed convicted killers; the method
of dispatching the criminal was by cutting of the
throat. Those convicted of homosexuality were placed
against a brick wall, which was then knocked down by
a tank; after thirty minutes, the rubble was cleared;
those that could be pulled out alive were exonerated.
For adultery, men were given a hundred lashes in a
public place, while women were stoned to death.

Human-Rights Problems in the Post-Taliban Era

With the toppling of the Taliban in 2001, a new
set of human-rights problems emerged. Women still
do not have free access to health, education, and per-
sonal safety; lifting of the veil has not bettered their
lot. Post-Taliban Kabul has seen an influx of orphans,
who have flocked to the capital in search of food, cloth-
ing, and some form of security. In the Taliban era,
street children in Kabul were estimated at 25,000; cur-
rently, there are over 70,000, and this figure is in-
creasing daily, since people keep flocking to the
capital, all of them driven from their villages by ex-
treme poverty and drought. In fact, many parents
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abandon their children at the city’s two orphanages in
the hope that these fledgling institutions will be bet-
ter able to look after their children, which sadly is not
the case. As well, female street children are routinely
beaten and abused, because the larger society cannot
accept a female wandering on her own.

Adding to this catalog of human misery are two ad-
ditional factors: ethnic turmoil and avaricious war-
lords. Afghanistan is a land of many people. The
largest and most powerful group is the Pashtuns, who
populate the southern portions of the country. The
Taliban were ethnically Pashtun, and they systemati-
cally sought to destroy their traditional enemies, such
as the Persian-speaking Tajiks. The Taliban under-
took an ethnic cleansing of sorts, and there is much
evidence of mass murder, especially in the Shomali
Valley, in the north of the country, which is the tra-
ditional Tajik homeland. The transitional government
of Hamid Karzai has said that it will establish a tri-
bunal to try individuals for war crimes and create a
system of compensation for the victims. However,
such a procedure will take many long years, and the
transitional government will be gone before the tri-
bunal can be securely established.

Wiarlords too have become a severe handicap for
the country, in that they often hamper the movement
of relief supplies from one area to the next. This is an
acute problem when food and medical supplies need
to be delivered to remote villages. It is often the case
that entire truckloads of aid material simply disappear.
The food and supplies given in aid by foreign coun-
tries is often stolen by these warlords and sold at a
profit on the black market. Thus, the general popula-
tion is still suffering because of widespread theft by
those in power.

Extreme poverty and hunger still rule Afghanistan.
Life expectancy is forty-six; one out of four children
dies before reaching the age of five; almost 80 per-
cent of the population is illiterate; and all rural areas
(a large portion of the country) have no access to
health care, safe drinking water, or electricity. A large
percentage of the farmland has been sowed with land
mines, so farmers are afraid to venture out into their
fields. As well, years of drought have turned farming
villages into dried, deserted ruins; urban warfare has
destroyed factories, dams, and roads; there are no
banks, no commercial infrastructure, and therefore no
foreign investment. The only viable cash crop avail-
able to many farmers is the poppy, which is cultivated
for opium. The land is still unstable and there are
continued fears that powerful warlords, military com-
manders, or Muslim extremists may topple the pre-
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sent government. In such an atmosphere, human
rights are of little concern in Afghanistan. The situ-
ation will only change when a measure of stability is
established in the land.

Nirmal Dass
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AFGHANISTAN-POLITICAL SYSTEM
The political history of Afghanistan has been a con-
tinuous competition for power and privilege between
central and local leaders, with central leaders using a
carrot, stick, or combination thereof in attempts to
gain control of the rebellious provinces.

Monarchic and Local Institutions

Afghanistan has been a monarchy throughout most
its history, from 1747 to the 1973 coup. The kings,
who have almost exclusively been of Pashtun origin,
traditionally based their rule on fragile tribal confed-
erations and were heavily dependent on cultivating
the goodwill of their supporters. Abdur Rahman Khan
(reigned 1880-1901) was the first ruler to address this
vulnerability actively, by building an independent mil-
itary and establishing strong administrative and judi-
cial control throughout the country. Centrally this
system had no cabinet, only an auditing department
with a mandate to control the bureaucracy and ex-
pand the tax base. Because the tax base was not ex-
panded, Abdur Rahman Khan’s regime depended on
subsidies from the British, who controlled neighbor-
ing India. With the Russians to its immediate north,
Afghanistan’s current borders were established in the
1890s to make the country a buffer between the
British and Russian empires. At the local level the
regime used a system of middlemen appointed by
their communities and recognized by the state; they
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THE PREAMBLE TO THE
CONSTITUTION OF AFGHANISTAN, 1990

Adopted 28-29 May 1990

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful

The prideful history of our beloved homeland, Afghanistan, is en-
riched, with the heroic struggle of our brave people for indepen-
dence, national unity, democracy and social progress. At the
present stage the state of the republic of Afghanistan is actively
carrying on the policy of national reconciliation relying on the
support of national, political and patriotic forces.

Therefore, keeping in mind the historic changes that have taken
shape in our homeland and in our contemporary world, adhering
to the principles of the sacred religion of Islam, abiding by the ac-
cepted afghan traditions and rituals, relying upon the realities of
the country’s history and culture, respecting the valuable heritages
of the constitutionalist movement and in conformity with the char-
ter of the United Nations and the universal declaration of human
rights, and for the purpose of: preserving the independence, de-
fending the territorial integrity and strengthening the national
sovereignty; achieving countrywide peace and deepening national
unity; securing justice and democracy; socioeconomic reconstruc-
tion and balanced growth and enhancing the people’s living stan-
dards; promoting the role and prestige of the count[r]y in the
international arena; creating favourable conditions for determin-
ing the legal status of permanent neutrality of Afghanistan and
its demilitarization; we, the representatives of the people of
Afghanistan to the loya jirga, of twenty eight and twenty ninth of
May, one thousand nine hundred and ninety amended as follows
the constitution ratified by the loya jirga of November thirty, one
thousand nine hundred and eighty seven which comprised thir-
teen chapters and one hundred and forty nine articles.

Source: Afghan-web.com. Retrieved 8 March 2002, from:
http://www.afghan-web.com/history/const/const1990.html.

are called arbab and sometimes malik (both mean "vil-
lage headman" in both Pashtu and Dari languages).
The arbab represented the state vis-a-vis his commu-
nity and vice versa, and had considerable freedom of
maneuver in relation to both.

Constitutions and Government Reforms

"The country got its first constitution in 1922, under
King Amanullah (reigned 1919-1929). It provided for a
council of state, including both elected and appointed
officials, and a president who was also to be a member
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of the council. There was no parliament, but there was
a formalized role for the traditional /oy jirga, a council
of local leaders, convened to approve major reforms.

Habibullah (reigned 1901-1919) had previously es-
tablished the first educational institutions, and Aman-
ullah went on to institute an extensive network of
primary schools in the 1920s. The basic philosophy of
government, inspired by developments in the West,
was that modernization had to be spearheaded by the
elite and that education was the principal instrument.
"The results were an educated class, largely based in the
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capital Kabul, whose fortune was wholly tied to the
state and a deepening split between state and society.

Nader Shah (reigned 1929-1933) introduced a new
political arrangement with a bicameral system: an
elected council and a council of notables. Practically,
parliaments remained the loyal backers of their gov-
ernment until 1964, when Zahir Shah (b. 1914,
reigned 1933-1973) initiated his experiments in "new
democracy” and promulgated a new constitution,
which suggested new political freedoms including a
free press and the right to form political parties. The
king never signed the bill on political parties into law.
Nonetheless, a range of political parties emerged,
rooted in the city-based educated strata.

Zahir Shah was overthrown in 1973 by Daud Khan,
who established a republic and ruled by revolutionary
council until 1977, when he created a constitution that
legitimized his presidency. Daud was removed by the
Communist coup in April 1978.

The Era of Civil War

The People’s Democratic Party of Afghanistan
(PDPA), a relatively marginal group on the eve of the
coup, set out to implement dramatic reforms. The
arbabs were thought to constitute a feudal class that
had to be removed. PDPA failed both to realize that
it did not have the resources to establish an alterna-
tive system at the local level, and that the existing in-
termediaries often enjoyed strong support in their
communities. Therefore spontaneous resistance
emerged throughout Afghanistan as the PDPA
moved to implement its reforms, often with violent
means. During the rule of the Communists (1978-
1992), Afghanistan was plagued by civil war, inter-
nationalized by the direct involvement of the Soviet
Union. In this period, there was no significant move
toward a representative political system, although the
"reconciliation policy” from 1986 onward implied
certain moves to accommodate larger groups of the
population.

In the same period various political arrangements
developed in regions of the country not controlled by
the government. At the local level the arbabs either de-
veloped into military figures or were replaced by reli-
gious figures or by young Islamic radicals, who not
only enjoyed religious legitimacy, but were also pre-
ferred by Pakistan, which effectively controlled the
distribution of external support to the resistance. Like
the traditional arbabs, the resistance leaders maintained
a delicate balance between their local supporters and
the political parties, the latter being their primary
source of money and arms.
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Hamid Karzai, who was appointed interim leader of Afghanistan
on 5 December 2001. (AFP/CORBIS)

Soon after the Soviet invasion (December 1979),
Pakistan had selected seven parties that were to repre-
sent Afghan resistance, also known as the mujabedin
(Islamic freedom fighters). All had a foundation in
either radical or traditional Islam. Local resistance
leaders depended on relations with the resistance par-
ties for survival. Several mujabedin parties established
close links to radical Islamic groups outside the coun-
try, and from the early 1980s, young men from other
Muslim nations came to Afghanistan for military train-
ing and combat exercise. One of several key persons
was Osama bin Laden, who apart from taking part in
combat served as an intermediary for both money and
new recruits.

In many cases, councils (Arabic, shura, or Pashtu,
Jjirga) were established both at the community level and
at higher levels, largely to coordinate the military ef-
fort and at times also to deal with the welfare of
the population. The shura institution took on new
functions throughout the civil war. The shuras were in-
creasingly seen by foreign aid agencies as representa-
tives of the local communities; they also maintained an
important coordinating role at various levels within the
mujabedin during the war and after these parties took
control in Kabul in 1992. The resistance parties es-
tablished various governments, in exile as well as in
post-1992 Kabul, none of which really functioned. To
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AFGHANISTAN’S INTERIM
GOVERNMENT

As of March 2002, the key figures in Afghanistan’s
government are:

Hamid Karzai, Chairman—A Pashtun and former
deputy defense minister and leader of the resis-
tance to the Taliban in the south.

Yunas Qanooni, Interior Minister—A Tajik and
close ally of assassinated Northern Alliance
leader Ahmed Shah Massoud.

Muhammad Fahim, Defense Minister—A Tajik
and former aide to assassinated Northern Al-
liance leader Ahmed Shah Massoud.

Abdullah Abdullah, Foreign Minister—A Tajik and
Pashtun ophthalmologist and public spokesman
for the Northern Alliance.

Other leading figures without official positions in
the new government are Abdul Rashid Dostrum,
the Uzbek leader in the north; Ismail Khan, the
Tajik leader in the west, Hajji Abdul Qadir, the
Pashtun governor of the Jalalabad region; and
Abdul Rasul Sayyaf, the Pashtun leader of a fun-

damentalist faction.

Source: The New York Times
(24 December 2001), B4.

establish a representative government, some parties
suggested mechanisms ranging from elections to loya
jirga, while others argued against any such mechanism.

The Taliban Era

"The mujabedin government, in power in Kabul from
1992 to 1996, was divided by war between its con-
stituent parties. Key players in the government were of
Tajik, Uzbek, and Hazara origin, whereas there was
scant representation of the Pashtun, the largest ethnic
group. From 1994, the Taliban ("religious students")
movement emerged as a new political actor, rooted in
traditional religious networks that had been greatly ex-
panded in both Afghanistan and Pakistan throughout
the war of the 1980s, recruiting mainly among the Pash-
tuns. Many of the leaders had a mujabedin background;
otherwise, the recruits were largely men who had grown
up during the war. Public disappointment with the ex-
isting government and large-scale support from Pak-
istan were key factors in the Taliban’s success. After the
capture of Kabul in 1996, the Taliban instituted its own
inflexible interpretation of shari ‘a (Islamic law), and ten-

30

sions with the international community intensified.
Gradually, the Taliban government built relations with
Osama bin Laden and his al-Qaeda organization, as well
as with armed opposition movements in places such as

Chechnya, China, and Uzbekistan.

The movement gradually reestablished an admin-
istrative system modeled on prewar arrangements. At
the village level, the role of the arbab was revitalized
at the cost of the shura. Also the village mullahs re-
lated to the Taliban regime, which was strongly in-
tegrated with the religious networks. Hence, the
Taliban were often well informed about local events
and became adept at tax collection. At the central
level, the Taliban administration gradually evolved
from being broadly consultative to being increasingly
dominated by a small group of men, and ultimately
by one individual, Mullah Mohammad Omar. By
1996, the Taliban made it clear that it considered it-
self representative of all groups in the country, that
Mullah Omar constituted the ultimate authority, and
that the concept of general elections was against Is-
lam and thus to be rejected.

The Collapse of the Taliban

Upon linking Osama bin Laden to the attack on
the U.S. Pentagon and the World Trade Center tow-
ers in New York City on 11 September 2001, the
United States repeated its demand for the govern-
ment to hand over bin Laden unconditionally, which
the Taliban refused. The United States launched at-
tacks on the Taliban in collaboration with groups
from the mujabedin, still internationally acknowledged
as Afghanistan’s legitimate government. The Taliban
regime fell in December 2001, and representatives of
different opposition groups met in Bonn to establish
a transition plan. The Bonn agreement resulted in an
Interim Authority with a six-month mandate, within
which a loya jirga, for the first time in history, is to
appoint a new government.

Kristian Berg Harpviken
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AFRICA-ASIA RELATIONS Africa is the
world’s second largest continent (after Asia); it in-
cludes a continental mass of 29.94 million square kilo-
meters and the great oceanic island of Madagascar,
which covers a further 594,180 square kilometers in
the western Indian Ocean. Africa is attached to Asia
by a thin strip of land forming the western border of
the Sinai Peninsula in Egypt. This corridor is only 130
kilometers in width, and is marked today by the Suez
Canal. The Cape of Good Hope lies some eight thou-
sand kilometers to the south of it.

Prehistory

The importance of Africa for Asian prehistory can-
not be exaggerated, for it was from this continent that
early hominids spread northwards and eastwards to
populate the Asian continent some 1 million years ago.
By approximately 600,000 BCE hominids were living in
the caves of Zhoukoudian, just outside the modern city
of Beijing. These hominids were of the species Homo
erectus ("Peking Man"). They used irregularly shaped
stone tools, but also had control of fire. Until about ten
thousand years ago, they and their descendants across
Asia were without exception hunters and gatherers. By
about 120,000 years BCE a transitional form of Homo
sapiens was living at Ngandong, in Java, however, and
by approximately 30,000 years