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This book is intended at once to entertain and to inform. It was first conceived by Rob
Scriven, then Senior Editor in the Arts and Reference Division of Oxford University
Press, as a modern-day version of Robert Chambers’s Book of Days (1864.), that quintes-
sentially nineteenth-century gathering of useful and amusing lore on calendar customs,
filled out with whatever popped into the authot’s mind when the days ran thin, and de-
scribed in his subtitle as ‘A miscellany of popular antiquities in connection with the cal-
endar, including anecdote, biography, & history, curiosities of literature, and oddities
of human life and character’. But whereas Chambers covered 366 days in two volumes
of some 8oo pages each in small print and double column, we were required to accom-
modate 367 days (including 30 February, a day acknowledged thrice in human history)
within a single volume, of more generous typography, while leaving room for a second
part that should treat of calendars in general, review the history of the modern Chris-
tian or international calendar, and give some account of the chief non-Christian calen-
dars. We were therefore required to exclude, except in rare instances, birth and death
dates of famous people, more particularly since there are many such books of dates in
existence. Part I was written jointly by both authors; Part II is the exclusive work of
Leofranc Holford-Strevens, who is also responsible for all translations throughout the
book unless otherwise stated on the page or in the Bibliography.

‘We have adhered quite closely in Part I to our instructions, that we should list only
events and people commemorated on a certain day. History is all too likely to overtake
us on national days; that is the hazard of all such time-bound compilations. We have
not listed the many World or National This-and-That Days proclaimed by institutions
and corporations that serve as nothing but copy for desperate feature-writers; the hu-
mour would soon wear off, nor have we the political authority to decide the relative or
absolute merits of causes called good, promoted on a particular day that they may be
forgotten for the rest of the year. Apart from British and US holidays and commemo-
rations, we have not made any effort to be comprehensive; our descriptions of holidays
in other countries were chosen as the fancy moved us, and since they are often taken
from historical sources may no longer reflect current customs.

Some holidays that now seem quite secular are based on the Christian calendar; in
many cases this only returns them to their original status, as pagan celebrations which
the Church attempted to extirpate. It will not please all readers to be reminded (even in
our use of the traditional abbreviations Bc and AD) that the calendar of ancient Rome
has become the modern international standard as a result of Christianity; those to
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whom these facts are offensive may care to devise, and then persuade the human race to
use, a truly non-sectarian and politically neutral calendar with an era whose epoch shall
be equally auspicious for all the world (and not merely its secularist liberals). Failing
such a calendar, and such an era, we see no virtue in evading manifest facts; nor can we
apologize for the overwhelmingly Christian content of Part I (certain references to
ancient Rome apart). Festivals of other religions, which are mostly based on the lunar
calendar and can rarely be accommodated to specific Roman days, are described in
Part IL

Calendar customs can be deceptive; though their origins sometimes seem lost in the
mists of time, not infrequently they are in fact quite modern, or deliberate revivals. This
is particularly true in our own age, where tourist opportunities have become the glint in
the eye of communities with changing economies. Because so much of our material is
based on historical sources, it would not surprise us if enterprising councils were to dis-
cover interesting possibilities. On the other hand, calendar-based holidays are difficult
to fit on their proper days in an industrial society; indeed, many holidays, once calen-
drical, have been moved to the nearest Monday to afford a longer weekend, with a con-
comitant decline in the day’s original significance.

Many of the commemorations included in this book will arouse different responses
in different readers. More than one religion, sect, cause, or nation has its heroes and its
martyrs, who may not be revered by those against whom they contended; however much
one may admire their personal qualities, one can no more promiscuously approve their
principles than simultaneously endorse the intentions of all national leaders or politi-
cal prisoners. Even more embarrassing are miracle stories, less because modern readers
cannot believe in them than because, though narrated in more than one interest, they
imply unique possession of divine favour: only Elijah, and not the priests of Baal, could
call down fire on Mount Carmel. Yet there was a time when miracles were accepted as
undoubted fact, even when performed by the other side: not only Aaron, but the wise
men of Egypt could turn rods into serpents; St Luke may speak of Simon Magus’ sor-
ceries and St Philip’s miracles, but—a fact his translators disguise—he uses the same
Greek word for the amazement caused by both. Neither early Christians nor their pagan
enemies denied that the other party could ‘make signs’, as they called it; to be sure its
signs might be belittled as wrought through evil spitits, or temporary in their effect, but
in the last resort they had to be admitted as facts and discounted as proofs. Ancient
credulity joins modern scepticism against medieval faith.

In any case, belief or disbelief, though vital to the historian, is of little or no rele-
vance for commemorations. Let us imagine an Italian village preparing to celebrate the
feast-day of its patron saint in the 1960s. We may suppose, especially if we are in one of
the former papal states, that the mayor is a Communist and therefore, at least officially,
an atheist; the doctor, a man of science and laico as few Anglo-Saxons know how to be,
has little time for the Church and none at all for miraculous cures; the schoolmaster re-
serves his position on miracles, but dismisses the non-miraculous portion of the vita as
a farrago of anachronisms; the priest has heard from his cousin, who works at the
Vatican, that the saint is about to be struck off the calendar for being totally fictitious.
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Yet we may be sure that none of them will take part any the less wholeheartedly in the
communal celebrations. Perhaps some celebrations inspired by our book will be indi-
vidual rather than communal; nevertheless, it is in that spirit of not so much suspended
as transcended disbelief that we commend our not always pious legends.

Moreover, while some celebrations are particular and hardly to be understood in
other cultures or societies, others illustrate concerns that recur from tale to tale and cult
to cult; above all the harvest and the weather. It is said that a Roman once asked the
great rabbi Yohanan ben Zakkai: “We have festivals and you have festivals; we have the
New Year, Saturnalia, and the Emperor’s accession-day; you have Passover, the Feast of
Weeks, and Tabernacles; which is the day on which we both rejoice alike? The rabbi an-
swered: It is the day when rain falls!

Weather proverbs have a surprisingly long life; many people will recall that associ-
ated with St Swithun, though they know nothing of the saint himself. In eatlier times,
mnemonic thymes attached to a saint’s day reminded farmers of the time to plant or to
hatvest, and we all know that April showers bring May flowers. But do birds really mate
in the middle of February, on St Valentine’s Day? Does the cuckoo first appear around
the 3rd of April? It must be remembered that all such proverbs are based on the Julian
calendar, which was kept in Britain and the colonies until September 1752, when eleven
days were dropped from the year to bring it in line with the Gregorian reform of 1582;
thus, with the centennial leap days that have accrued since then, all weather proverbs are
now out of date by thirteen days, and from 2100 will be out by fourteen.

The days are grouped by month, each month being introduced by proverbs, an ac-
count of its names in some other West European languages, with etymologies where
possible, a list of holidays and anniversaries not fixed on a particular date, and excerpts
from various writers, notably Spenser (The Faerie Queene) and Nicholas Breton (Fanta~
sticks), on the nature of the month. The entry for each day begins, under the heading,
with its Roman name on the left and its Sunday Letter on the right, followed (where
appropriate) by proverbs relating to that day, a list of holidays and anniversaries, and
an account of the day’s significance in ancient Rome. Next come the holy days and
saints’ days. A heading lists, in bold type, any red-letter days of the Church of England,
as recognized in the Book of Common Prayer (BCP) or the calendar of 1997, The Chris~
tian Year (CY), any Solemnity or Feast in the General Calendar of the Roman Catholic
Church, or a major Orthodox feast, and in normal type any other holy days recorded in
a current calendar. All these saints and holy days, unless cross-referred to another day,
are discussed in the text beneath the heading.

Besides these saints, we have added (but not included in the heading) other saints
who appealed to us on historical or legendary grounds; although some were admitted
for their attractive personality, sanctity as such is not the pre-eminent quality of the
majority, many of whom were the great historical figures of their day and politicians of
the first order. The entry ends with any other matter relating to the day outside the fore-
going categories, including poetry, none of it taken from Chambers’s stock of minor
nineteenth-century verse, which we have left for the twenty-first century to rehabilitate
as the twentieth century has rehabilitated the poetry of the eighteenth.
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Saints’ days bring with them a complexity that is at once a problem and an oppor-
tunity: the variation in the day on which a saint is culted, both between Churches—
especially between the Orthodox and the Western—and within the same Church over
time, in particular after the liturgical reforms that both the Church of England and the
Roman Catholic Church have in the last generation undergone. Our general principle
has been to use the Western date except for those saints whose chief importance lies in
the East; and to accept current dates in the West except when their former days were
significant outside the Church, for instance in festivals or weather proverbs. Since we are
publishing in England, we have in cases of perplexity allowed the Church of England a
casting vote. However, we have occasionally exploited the choice of dates to register a
saint on the day for which we had less material otherwise; in any event we have cross-
referred from one date to the rest.

‘We make no apology for including saints of very doubtful authenticity, simply be-
cause their legends have proved so enduring a legacy in history and art. St George,
though derided in the sixteenth century as no more than a tavern sign, is still the patron
saint of England; his day has now been raised by the national church to a principal feast.
Some will no doubt seem obscure, but none more so than some of the saints in Cham-
bers, such as the fourth-century virgin martyr St Syncletica on 5 January. Readers
suffering from a surfeit of saintliness will find relief under 12 June.

Following 31 December, we have treated the other divisions of the year, from week-
days to seasons, drawing our material from folklore as well as historical documents. The
church holidays dependent on the date of Easter—the moveable feasts—have been
placed in a separate section; too many books make the mistake of fitting them on the
days in the year in which the book was written. Other secular holidays not fixed as to
day, such as Thanksgiving, are found in the final section of Part I. Our first part is ad-
mittedly eclectic and idiosyncratic, and we hope it will enlighten as well as amuse.

Part II is the reference side of the Companion. Here we explain calendars of many
kinds, both contemporary and historical, and the organization of time in various ways.
We have included many explanations that will be useful to historians, such as how to
find the date of Easter for any given year (App. H) and how to find the day of the week
for any known date (App. G). We believe this to be the first book to notice within the
same covers both Otto Neugebauer’s non-Westernized account of the Alexandrian
Easter that both Rome and Constantinople adopted without fully understanding its
principles, and the definitive account by D4ibhi O Créinin and Dan McCarthy of the
Celtic Easter whose defeat at the Synod of Whitby in 664 secured the Roman orienta-
tion of the English church. We list important dates in the Christian, Jewish, and Mus-
lim calendars to 2020 in Appendix K, and provide tables of regnal years of English and
British Sovereigns (App. A) and of Popes (App. B), which are often used in dating. The
conversion of dates between various systems is treated in Appendix F.

No doubt some readers will find Part I distressingly mathematical, others not nearly
mathematical enough. The latter will find grist to their mill in the works by Nachum
Dershowitz and Edward M. Reingold, and by E. G. Richards cited in our Bibliography;
to the former we can offer no redress beyond the tables offered to save the need for
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calculation. In particular, the account of the computus by which the date of Easter is
determined, and the lunar calendar on which it rests, is complicated both by the nature
of the subject (even more so since Pope Gregory’s reform) and by the conflicting prin-
ciples and divergent methods employed in the earlier Christian centuries; those who
wish to understand as well as know (if in defiance of Plato we admit the difference)
must not be afraid of a long march. We have done our best to level the route, but we
can no more abridge it than Euclid could offer King Ptolemy I a royal short cut to
geometry.

In the early eleventh century Byrhtferth, a monk of Ramsey, devoted much of his
bilingual Enchiridion, or handbook of necessary knowledge, to expounding the calendar;
especially but not only in the English portions, he adopts the manner of the expansive
schoolmaster, attempting to infect the boys in his monastic school with his own enthu-
siasm for the subject. “‘We divide the days of the year by seven, and so we arrive joyfully
at the understanding of a very great mystery. Even leap day, which superstitious persons
regarded as unlucky, becomes ‘venerable’; and another topic is introduced by the asser-
tion that ‘we seek to enter the vineyard of labour with beautiful feet’, like those of them
that preach the gospel of peace. No doubt there were suppressed giggles, as there were
when the headmaster of a Victorian public school, addressing the Classical Sixth,
rubbed his hands and declared: ‘Boys, this term you will be privileged to study the Oedi-
pus Coloneus of Sophocles, a play absolutely brimming with grammatical difficulties!
Nevertheless, there are those who relish the study of grammatical difficulties, and com-
putus too has its fascinations for those who appreciate structures and systems.

Throughout the book, an asterisk prefixed to a date or a word serves as a cross-
reference for further information; when it is prefixed to a word, the relevant matter will
be found in the same Part, whether I or II, unless the other is specified. This has not
been done in Part II for dates, since they will all be found in Part I.

Those brought up to believe in the unique and inexhaustible wealth of English
vocabulary, without considering how that wealth has been acquired, will be dismayed
by the technical terms imported from other languages; but in relation to days and time
we found not wealth but poverty, and a dearth of conceptual precision. Danes and Rus-
sians have words in common use to denote a period of twenty-four hours irrespective
of its starting-point; English has no such word, but must borrow the Greek nychthemeron.
A date comprises a day, a month, and frequently a year; but there is no English word
with the specific sense of the day, excluding the month and year, like the French quan-
tiéme, which it seemed better to borrow than to loan-translate ‘how-manyeth’. Likewise,
for the year, considered as a number rather than a period, we have adopted millésime,
which so far from being abstruse is the regular term for the year stamped on a coin or
printed on a wine-label.

In complex expositions, words are mote convenient than phrases: we may ask what
day of the week it is without feeling the need for a single word, but for explaining the
mode of calculation ‘day of the week’ cannot compete in handiness with “feria’. To be
sure, in liturgical use a feria is a day that is neither a Sunday nor a feast; nevertheless, to
the computist the word denotes the day of the week, which ‘weekday’ has long since
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refused to do. Nor could English provide a word for ‘day of the lunar month’, expressed
in both classical and medieval Latin by lung; in particular, Easter is defined as the Sun-
day following luna XIV. This cannot be translated ‘14th moon, which would mean the
fourteenth month; we have therefore allowed ‘lune’, already used in geometry, to take on
this meaning too. For the rest, we refer readers to our Glossary, but warn them now that
we call the period of daylight not the natural but the artificial day, following Bede and
Chaucer. The Glossary also includes a few terms relating to the theological controver-
sies in which some of our saints were embroiled.

Many people have given us the benefit of their expertise in various areas, ranging from
calendar customs in Brazil to the intricacies of the Celtic calendar. We gratefully
acknowledge the contributions of Hazel Allsop, Griinne Bourke, Jonas Carlqvist,
William Clemmell, Joseph Connors, Richard Copsey OCarm., Frank D’Accone, War-
ren Drake, Maureen Fant, George Ferzoco, Peter Foden, Paula Garner, David Howlett,
Petrus Kaartinen, Martin Kauffmann, Richard Landes, Michael Linck, Alexander Lin-
gas, Dan McCarthy, Paul Meyvaert, Carolyn Muessig with (all unknowing) members
of the medieval-religion e-list, Helen Conrad O’Briain, D4ibhi O Créinin, Vivian Ra-
malingam, Joshua Rifkin, Jenni Scott, Janos Simon, Barry Smith, Claus Tondering, Jens
Ulff-Moller, John Was, and Connie and Jonathan Webber. Our two very knowledgeable
readers, Ronald Hutton and Jeremy Marshall, provided the ideal mix of correction, en-
couragement, and suggestions for improvement, both in content and focus. Alison
Jones, our editor when the volume reached press, skilfully guided the book through pro-
duction. Sarah Barrett, our copy-editor, took on a daunting task with fortitude and
good humour. George Tulloch proved invaluable as a proofreader and fresh pair of eyes.

We spent a very profitable month at the beginning of our work as holders of a short-
term fellowship at the Newberry Library in Chicago, where books and scholars happily
coexist. Most of our research, however, has been conducted in the British Library and
above all in the Bodleian Library, whose resources continue to surprise and delight. We
looked at much more than we could use, as the staff of Duke Humfrey and the Upper
and Lower Reading Rooms will readily recognize; we owe them a particular debt for
their labours m our behalf.

Given on the tenth day before the Ides of May, on the Feast of St John at the Latin
Gate, in the forty-seventh year of the reign of Queen Elizabeth II.

BJB.

LAH.-S.
6 May 1998 (Old St George’s Day)
Oxford
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He that will live another yeare
Must eate a ben in Januvere.

The blackest month in all the year

is the month of Janiveer.

( NAMES FOR THE MONTH Latin lanuarius, French janvier, Spanish enero, Portuguese
Janeiro, Ttalian gennaio, German (in Germany and Switzetland) Januar, (in Austria) Jinner,
Welsh Ionawr, Scots Gaelic an Faoilteach, Irish Eandir

The name Ilanmarius is derived from ianua, ‘door’, and is associated with the two-headed
god Janus (see PL 1); it is therefore apt for the first month, which January was despite
the evidence that the honour had once belonged to March. It is possible that the dead
days of winter were not at first counted: the legendary founder of Rome, the bluff
soldier-king Romulus (purported dates 753—715 BC), was said to have devised a ten-
month calendar from March to December, and his no less legendary successor, the
pious intellectual Numa (7156773 BC), to have added January and February.

Many Scots Gaelic names now assigned in standard usage to Roman months are re-
ported in older dictionaries with other senses: thus faoilteach ot faoilleach, from faol, ‘wild’
(ot in compounds ‘wolf”), is properly a time of wild winter weather, and was sometimes
defined as the last fortnight of winter and the first of spring (which began on 1 Feb.
OS). For the corresponding term faoilli, see *1 Feb. Other names on record are am Mios
Marbh, ‘the dead month’, and Deireadh~Geambraidb, ‘the end of winter’, in accordance with
a system of month names most fully preserved in Manx that counted each month the
beginning, middle, or end of its season.

¢ HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

First Monday Handsel Monday, when gifts were given to servants and children. Anything
received on that day is supposed to bring luck for the coming year. (See *Other

Holidays.)
Third Monday USA: Martin Luther King, Jts Birthday (public holiday)
Virginia: Lee—Jackson Day
Alabama and Mississippi: Robert E. Lee’s Birthday

Last Tuesday Shetland: Up-Helly-Aa, a festival marking the end of Christmas or rather
Yule, the emphasis being laid on Norse ancestors; “Vikings’ parade in Lerwick.
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Then came old Lenuary, wrapped well
In many weeds to keep the cold away;
Yet did he quake and quiuer like to quell,
And blowe his nayles to warme them if he may:
For, they were numbd with holding all the day
An hatchet keene, with which he felled wood,
And from the trees did lop the needlesse spray:
Vpon an huge great Earth-pot steane he stood;
From whose wide mouth, there flowed forth the Roman floud.

Spenser, The Faerie Queene, VIL vii. 42

It is now lanuary, and Time beginnes to turne the wheele of his Reuolution, the Woods begin
to Jose the beauty of their spreading boughes, and the proud Oke must stoop to the Aze: the
Squirrell now surueyeth the Nut and the Maple, and the Hedgehogge rowles vp himselfe like a
football: an Apple and a Nutmeg make a Gossips cup: and the Ale and the Fagot are the Victual-
lers merchandise: the Northerne black Dust is the during Fuell, and the fruit of the Grape heats
the stomake of the Aged: Downe beds and quilted Cappes are now in the pride of their seruice,
and the Cooke and the Pantler are men of no meane office: the Oxe and the fat Weather now
furnish the market, and the Coney is so ferreted, that she cannot keepe in her borough: the
Currier and the Lime-rod are the death of the fowle, and the Faulcons bels ring the death of the
Mallard: the trotting gelding makes a way through the mire, and the Hare and the Hound put
the Huntsman to his horne: the barren Doe subscribes to the dish, and the smallest seed makes
sauce to the greatest flesh: the dryed grasse is the horses ordinary, and the meale of the beanes
makes him goe through with his trauell: Fishermen now haue a cold trade, and trauellers a foule
iourney: the Cook room now is not the worst place in the Ship, and the Shepheard hath a bleake
seat on the Mountaine . . . To conclude, I hold it a time of little comfort, the rich mans charge,
and the poore mans misery. Farewell. Breton (1626)

In this Moneth abstain from bleeding as much as may be, and beware you take not cold after
bleeding, if necessity compel, walk not abroad in the night, use to eat the best Confections, and
to drink often white Wine in this Moneth, because Flegm is very predominant, and to fast long
is very hurtful to the body, but to eat Winter Sallets well prepared with Oyl and Spices is much
commended; a Bath or Hot-house is good, and to take Vomits is not hurtful, also take once every
morning (throughout this Moneth) for three houts before dinner a little quantity of Honey of
Roses, for that the same doth much comfort the Stomack, and cleanse the body of choler and
flegm, and to drink also these Spices with either Wine or Ale, as Grains, Ginger, Nutmegs,
Cloves, and such like, are greatly commended this Moneth. Saunders (1665)

January is Nature’s spoilt-child: all her gifts are laid under contribution by a cook of genius. Beef,
veal, mutton, pork, venison, hare, pheasant, plover, the black cock, partridge, wild goose, duck,
woodcock, &c., troop up to the great city, dead or alive; and in battalions that serve only to en-
trance with delight the assembled forces of bon-vivans, to whom gold will render them an easy
and immediate sacrifice. Cauliflowers and celery rear their tender and delicately juicy heads,
metely for the pleasure of being decapitated. At this period, truffles are poetry. And now it is,
that a householder must either give good and frequent dinners, or permit himself to be thrown
without the pale of society, with, to use an animating figure, the pitchfork of universal resent-
ment. When the appetite is both excellent and discriminating, the dinner must be abundant and
admirable,—anything short of these qualities, is at all times a fault, but, in Januaty, it is a moral
assassination!

Talk not to me about presents at this time of the year: there are gifts which are to be valued
more, than gold, silvet, or precious stones,—I mean good dinnets. Guntet, 132—3 (1830)
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In Scottish folklore, the eleven days lost in 1752 were supposed to have been taken from
January, and recovered by the sorcerer Michael Scott.

Long ago a man of the name of Michael Scott volunteered to go in search of the eleven miss-
ing days. His offer having been accepted, he took a halter and waved it three times in the air, and
thereupon a handsome black steed made its appearance. Michael mounted the horse and rode
through the air across the straits of Dover and landed in a town in France. He intimated the ob-
ject of his visit, demanding of the people the days of which he was in search, but they said they
knew nothing of them. Not satisfied with their teply he, with the aid of his hotse, destroyed the
town. He then went on to another town and demanded of its inhabitants that they should re-
stote to him the lost eleven days. They refused. ‘One neigh and kick of a horse I have got’, said
Michael, ‘will send your town to destruction. The people only laughed at him, for they saw no
horse. Then Michael waved the halter in the air as he had done before leaving Scotland, and the
black hotse appeared breathing fire. The people trembled at the sight and gave up the missing
days, when Michael returned home in triumph, and ever since Scotland has possessed “full time’.

Islay tale, quoted in Banks, 141

The real Michael Scott (c.1175—¢.1236) was court magician and astrologer to the emperor
Frederick IL.

®

I JANUARY

Kalendae Ianuariae A

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Cuba: Liberation Day (end of Spanish rule,
1899) or Anniversary of the Triumph of the Revolution (overthrow of Batista
government by Fidel Castro, 1959)

Haiti: Independence Day (end of French rule, 1804)

Philippines (Manila): Black Nazarene Fiesta, 1—g January (in honour of the patron
saint of Quiapo district)

Slovakia: Establishment of Slovak Republic (1993) (national holiday)

Sudan: Independence Day (Anglo-Egyptian Condominium until 1956)

USA: Anniversary of President Lincoln’s proclamation of 1863, emancipating all
slaves in the rebel states

Philadelphia: Mummers New Year’s Day Parade

Pasadena: Tournament of Roses Parade and Rose Bowl football game (Big Ten vs.
Pacific-10), annual since 18go

¢ ANCIENT ROME New Year’s Day (see below). Dedication of temples on the Insula
Tiberina to the ancient Roman god Vediovis and to the Greek god Asclepius, in Latin
called Aesculapius, introduced in 291 BC after a prolonged plague.

¢ BOLY DAYS Circumcision of Our Lord (BCP); Naming and Circumcision of
Jesus (CY); Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God (RC) (as of 1970; formerly
Circumcision of Christ); Name of Jesus (Lutheran); Basil the Great (Orth.; 2 Jan. RC)
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Feast of the Cireumcision. According to the Law of Moses ‘he that is eight days old shall
be circumcised among you, every man child in your generations . .. and my covenant
shall be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant’ (Gen. 17: 12—13). Accordingly, ‘when
eight days were accomplished for the circumcising of the child, his name was called
Jesus’ (Luke 2: 21). Circumcision was not required of Christians, and the feast did not
become established in Rome until the eleventh century.

Circumcision, ot Christ submitting to the Law in that eatly and painfull piece of Service; this was
so great a Day amongst the Heathens, that the Christians would not observe it for 1000 years,
and well it was for the Christians, that this was such a Gaudy day with them, for they would not

sully the joy of it with Martyring the Christians, so that whereas there were in Constantines time,
the Feasts of 5000 Saints for every day in the year, there wete none for this. Dove (r700)

Basil the Great (Orth.). This day commemorates the death on1 January 397 of the great
theologian Basil, one of the three Cappadocian Fathers (see *10 Jan.), from 370 till his
death bishop of Caesarea in Cappadocia (now Kayseri in Turkey), where he established
hospitals and poor relief, the author of sermons on the Six Days of Creation (the
Hexaemeron) and many other important works, who championed the faith of Nicaea,
that the Son is consubstantial with the Father, at the Council of Constantinople in 381.
A round ‘Basil-cake’ (Vasilidpitta) of milk, eggs, butter, and sugar is baked in his honour;
a coin is added to the cake. In the countryside he was regarded not as a scholar but as a
farmer; he inspects farm animals and asks them how they have been treated. His RC
date, 14 June till 1969, is now 2 January.

New Year’s Day. Although the Romans knew that their year had originally begun with
*March, the name Ianuarius is not appropriate to an eleventh month; the New Year festiv-
ities seem too well entrenched to have been moved in historical times, and if the first
written account of the Roman calendar, put on public display in the temple of Her-
cules and the Muses 179 Bc (see *30 June), had indicated a March beginning, our
sources must have told us, such was the Romans’ interest in their calendar (see
I1: *Roman Calendar). Although it was not till in 153 Bc that the consuls, who gave their
names to the civil year, entered office on 1 January (having done so on 15 March since
222 BC, and before that on various other dates), and then only because of a military
crisis, this must have been the true day of New Year, as in medieval Europe, irrespect-
ive of the dating system.

The Kalends of January, Kalendae Ianuariae, wete observed by Romans both publicly
with games given by the consuls for the year, who came into office on that day, and pri-
vately with the giving of presents (strenae) and with general revelry. So well entrenched
and so popular were the celebrations that in other languages of the empire the Latin
name of Kalendae was applied to them without qualification; Christian preachers dis-
approved, but not their flocks, who as St Augustine testifies stoutly resisted the Church’s
attempt to proclaim a fast. The day’s most prominent martyr, St Almachius, is not the
conventional victim of pagan persecution, but an agitator who attempted to disrupt the
New Year’s games in Rome in the early 390s under the Christian emperor Theodosius I;

the prefect Alypius, himself a Christian, averted a riot by having the gladiators behead
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him there and then. (Not till the next reign were gladiatorial shows suppressed; another
version of the story has them stopped after one “Telemachus’ was stoned to death by
the crowd for interrupting them. However, even then revivals are attested.)

In the sixth century, the churches of Gaul and Spain co-opted the ‘Octave of Christ-
mas’ as the feast of the Lord’s Circumcision, on the eighth day from his birth accord-
ing to Jewish law; the Roman Church eventually admitted the feast to its calendar in an
attempt at supplanting the persistent pagan celebrations, which included not only giv-
ing presents but drinking deep, wearing masks, and keeping one’s table laden all night
in order to ensure sufficiency of food all year. Indeed, it is clear that churchmen objected
to these revelries, not only as good fun but as a vehicle of heathen ritual and divination;
nevertheless, they were not easy to suppress, as the English missionary St Boniface (see
*5 June) found. Early in 742 Boniface complained to the new pope, Zacharias (see *15
Mar.), that when his German converts (and the local Christians on whom he sought to
impose Roman ways) observed the Kalends of January being celebrated at Rome and
about St Peter’s with dancing in the streets, heathenish cries, sacrilegious songs, tables
laden with food, and women wearing amulets and offering them for sale, they inferred
that this was permitted by the local clergy and reacted with scorn to his attempts at
changing their behaviour. The Pope replied in due course, on 1 April 743, declaring that
he had forbidden all such activities; his prohibition was confirmed by a synod later in
the year.

Partly because of these Roman customs, the Church was long reluctant to count the
year from 1 January; nevertheless, the day retained the title of New Year’s Day and its
counterpart in other languages irrespective of the day on which the number of the year
changed. In England, this was not officially 1 January till 1752; moreover, many docu-
ments were dated by the sovereign's regnal year, which was reckoned from the date of
accession (down to Henry II's time, of coronation); but in the thirteenth century Orm,
the author of a long didactic poem called the Ormulum, said of the Circumcision:

7 tatt daz3 iss New 3eress dazs
Mang Englepeode nemmnedd

[and that day is called New Year’s Day amongst the English people]. Moreovet, in cal-
culating leap year or the date of Easter the year always began with 1 January; Irish anna-
lists identified years by the day of the week and age of the moon on this day even when
they counted years of the Christian era from 25 March; almanacs regularly began with
1 January. An eighteenth-century Florentine poet, writing two decades before Grand
Duke Francesco Stefano of Tuscany imposed the modern or ‘Circumcision’ style, ex-
pressed the notion ‘throughout the year’ as ‘Dal di di capo d’anno a san Silvestro’, from
New Year’s Day on 1 January to St Sylvester’s Day on 31 December.

In Scotland the 1 January style was adopted in 1600; by then it was normal in conti-
nental Western Europe outside Italy. The Scottish entrepreneur and secret agent John
Macky took note of the English dating system in a description of English life through
fictitious letters to a foreigner: having dated letter ix January 1st, 1714’, he begins:

1 begin this Letter with wishing you a Happy New-Year, though the Year does not begin in this
Kingdom till the 25th Day of March. I bave asked several Learned Men the Reason why they do
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here differ from all Kingdoms of Christendom in the beginning their Year; but I could never have
any tolerable Account given, except, that the 25th of March being the Day of the Blessed Virgin's
Conception, they Date the £ra of our Lord from thence. Macky, i. 106

Subsequent letters are dated ‘r713-14’ or ‘171%’. “The 1 January reckoning had been
sporadically attested from the mid-sixteenth century: Thomas Wilson's book The Atz of
Rbetorigue, dated by its printer Richard Grafton ‘M.D.LIIL. Mense lanuarij’, belongs, as
petsonal, political, and religious reasons combine to prove, to 1553 not 1554. By the eatly
eighteenth century private usage was wavering: the same periodical may, between 1 Janu-
ary and 24 March, use indiscriminately the higher year, the lower year, and the com-
bined form. Eventually, the Act of Parliament introducing the New Style into Great
Britain also laid down that from 1752 the year should begin on 1 January in England and
her American colonies, as it did in Scotland.

Which year was longer, 1751 or 1752, in (¢) England, (b) Scotland, (¢) France? Answer:
(a) 1752, (b) 1751, (¢) 1752. In England, 1751 ran only from 25 March to 31 December,
which outweighs the loss of eleven days in September 1752 (see I: *Modern Calendar:
Gregorian Reform); in Scotland, 1751 had its full complement of 365 days, but 1752 was de-
prived of the same eleven days; in France, where no reform was needed, both years ran
their full length, but 1752, being leap year, was one day longer.

‘Happy New Year’
The antient, friendly, and benevolent custom of
Bighing a bappy Fetw Pear,
is so generally exploded, that a person must be blessed with the favouts of fortune, or well known
as aman of talent, to venture his consequence by now offering so familiar an address: Few, there-
fore, above the lowest class of society, attempt to obtrude any good wishes for the happiness, or
success of his neighbour; lest, if they escape the imputation of unlicensed freedom, they be
deemed vulgar, and ignorant of what is termed fashionable life. Even the modern expression of the
Compliments of the Seagon,
which was long substituted for the former more expressive and better understood mode of salu-
tation, has given way before universal refinement, real or affected; and is now sanctioned only in
family circles, among intimate friends, or from a person who is either an acknowledged superior,
or at least upon equality with the one whom he addresses. In like manner,

Neww Bear’s Gifts
have fallen into such disuse, that they are scarcely known except in some trifling instances, where
such marks of affection are offered to children emerging from the nursery.
Brady, i. 1423 (1815)

At this time, Christmas too seemed on the decline; its nineteenth-century revival did
little for the New Year, though the exchange of good wishes recovered its respectability.
One might stay up on New Year’s Eve for a midnight toast, or make resolutions for self-
improvement; revellers gathered in Trafalgar Square to see in the New Year and frolic in
the fountains (a pleasure now forbidden on grounds of safety), but 1 January was an
ordinary working day. However, in Scotland, which for long paid little or no attention
to Christmas, the New Year was and remains a great occasion, being completely un-
tainted by popery. By the Bank Holiday Act 1871 (34 Vict. c. 17) New Year’s Day was
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recognized as a Bank Holiday in Scotland, but in England it did not attain that status
till 1974. Since then, however, many companies have determined that it is not worth
their while to resume work during the intervening week, much to the disgust and envy
of journalists, who enjoy no such extended holiday.

Gift-giving. It was on 1 January that New Year gifts were given, which in earlier times had
the importance that Christmas presents have with us. Romans exchanged strenae, which in
French are still called érennes; the English term ‘handsels’, now better known in Scotland,
is attested as hondeselle’ in the fourteenth-century poem Sir Gawain and the Green Knight:

And sypen riche forth runnen to teche hondeselle,
sesed seres-siftes on his, 3elde hem bi hond,

Debated busyly aboute po giftes;

Ladies laged ful loude, po3 pay lost haden,

And he pat wan watz not wrothe, pat may 3e wel trawe.

The guests then go about exchanging gifts,
Hold their presents on high and hand them out,
Gleefully compare the gifts they get;
Ladies laugh though losers in the game
(A kiss!), no gainer glum, as you may guess.
trans. Theodore Silverstein

New Year tokens (a politer term than ‘gifts”) were bestowed on and by monarchs and
nobles till the time of James II; Bishop Latimer gave Henry VIII a New Testament with
a cloth bearing a quotation from Hebrews 13: 4, Fornicatores et adulteros judicabit Dominus,
‘whoremongers and adulterers the Lord shall judge’.

Public officials also received their rewards:

The mere possibility of a suspicion of prejudice in a judge ought, no doubst, to be avoided, and,
so, wisely thought the great, but unfortunate Sir Thomas More.—When Mrs. Croaker had ob-
tained a decree in Chancery against Lord Arundel, she availed herself of the first new-~year’s-day
after her success, to present to Sir Thomas, then the Lord Chancellor, a PAIR OF GLOVES,
containing forty pounds in angels [ten-shilling pieces], as a token of her gratitude; the gloves he
received with satisfaction; these could not perhaps, as the offering of the heart, be refused, but
the gold he peremptorily, though politely returned: It would be against good manners to forsake
a gentlewoman's new-year’s-gift; said that eminent man, ‘and I accept the gloves; their lining you
will be pleased otherwise to bestow! Brady, i. 148

Not all Lord Chancellors were so upright. Mary Countess Cowper reports the follow-
ing anecdote when her husband was Lord Chancellor:

1716. Jan. r7. This Month used to be ushered in with New Year’s Gifts from the Lawyers, which
used to come to near 3,000l to the Chancellor. The Original of this Custom was, Presents of
Wine and Provisions, which used to be sent to the Chancellor by the People who practised in
his Court. But in process of Time a covetous Chancellor insinuated to them that Gold would be
more acceptable; so it was changed into Gold, and continued so till the first Time my Lord had
the Seals: Everyone having blamed it that ever had the Seals, but None forbidding it.

The Eatl of Nottingham [Heanage Finch], when Chancellot, used to receive them standing by
aTable; and at the same Time he took the Money to lay it upon the Table, he used to cry out,
‘Oh, tyrant Cuthtom!’ (for he lisped)—my Lord forbade the bringing them. Cowper, 63
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This heathenish custom and the whole jollity of the Christmas season were severely
criticized by William Prynne in his Histrio-Mastix of 1633 (p. 755):

If wee now parallell our grand disorderly Christmasses, with these Roman Saturnals and heathen
Festivals; or our New-yeares day (a chiefe part of Christmas) with their Festivity of Ienus, which
was spent in Mummeries, Stage-playes, dancing, and such like Enterludes, wherein Fidlers and
others acted lascivious effeminate parts, and went about their Towns and Cities in womens ap-
patell; whence the whole Catholicke Church (as Alchuvinus [Alcuin], with others write)
appointed a solemn publike fast upon this our New-yeares day, (which fast it seemes is now for-
gotten) to bewaile those heathenish Enterludes, sports, and lewd idolatrous practises which had
beene used on it: prohibiting all Christians under paine of excommunication, from observing the
Kalends or first of Tanuary (which wee now call New-yeares day) as holy, and from sending
abroad New-yeares gifts upon it, (a custome now too frequent;) it being a meere relique of
Paganisme and idolatry, derived from the heathen Romans feast of two-faced Ianus; and a prac-
tise so execrable unto Christians, that not onely the whole Catholicke Church; but even the 4
famous Councels . . . have positively prohibited the solemnization of New-yeares day, and the
sending abroad of New-yeares gifts, under an anathema & excommunication, as unbeseeming
Christians, who should eternally abolish, not propagate, revive, or recontinue this pagan festivall,
and heathenish ceremonie, which our God abhors.

It is only fair to record that Prynne, who combined horror of jollity with horror of re-

bellion, had even more to complain of than other people in that contentious age.

First~footing customs. In many countries there is a custom of first-footing (Scots: first-fit).
In Scotland this is done by a tall dark man, who strides silently into the house bearing
whisky, coal, and black bun for the household, who reward him with food and drink of
their own; in Greece, where the New Year’s wish is ‘old age, beauty, and great prosper-
ity’, by the master of the house or by a lucky’ boy, meaning one whose parents are both
alive (such children played a significant part in ancient Greek and Roman ritual). In
Albania too the first-footer must lay a log upon the fire. In 1790 President Washington
inaugurated a custom of opening his house and standing to receive visitors that lasted
until 1934, Franklin Roosevelt being unable to stand.

He should be dark-haired, and should pass through the house entering at the back and leaving
by the front-door. Hampson, i. 98

It's not lucky for . . . a red-haired man to come in to your house first on a New Year’s Day; there’ll
be a death in it afore the year’s out. N & Q, sth ser., ii (1875), 465

Mummers’ parade in Philadelphia. The Philadelphia mummers, though not formally recog-
nized by the city till 1go1, continued a colonial tradition of celebrating this day with a
play mutated from that of St George and the Dragon. The patron saint of England was
displaced by the national hero of America, who entered with the lines:

Here am I, great Washington!
On my shoulder I carry a gun.

Whereupon he was interrupted by a clownish character, who declared:

Here comes I, old Cooney Cracker!

1 swear to God my wife chews terbacker!
A pipe is good, cigars are better;

‘When I get married I'll send you a letter.
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The Devil was also represented. The mummers were given hospitality in every house,
etiquette requiring them to be addressed only as the characters whom they played; it was
remembered that a little gitl burst out: ‘Oh, I know thee, Isaac Simmons! Thee is not
George Washington.

Superstitions at the beginning of New Year

Alle that takun hede to dysmole dayis and vsyn nyse observauncys in the newe mone, or in the
newe yeet, as settynge of mete or drynke be nyght on the benche, to fedyn Al-holde, ledyng of
the plow abowtyn the fer, as for good begynnynge of the yeer that they schulde fare the bettere
al the yeer folwynge . .. Dives and Pauper

The superstition that the occupation of New Year’s Day was representative of the year
following is exemplified in Swift’s Journal to Stella, letter xii, dated 31 December r710:

Would you answer M.D's letter,

On New Year’s Day you will do it better;
For when the year with M.D, "gins,

It without MLD. never lins.

(These Proverbs have always old words in them, lins is leaves off.)

Bad luck
Pray don't ’ee wash on New Year’s day,
or you'll wash one of the family away.

Cast Holy Water all about,
And have a care no fire goes out.

Robert Herrick (1591-1674), “The New-yeeres Gift’

Those who have not the common materials of making a fire, generally sit without one, on New
Year’s Day; for none of their neighbours, although hospitable at other times, will suffer them to
light a candle at their fires. If they do, they say that some one of the family will die within the
yeat. Gentleman’s Magazine, 81 (181r), pt. 1, 424 (North Riding of Yorkshire)

It would be considered a most grievous affair were the person who first sweeps the floor on New
Year’s morning to brush the dust to the door, instead of beginning at the door and sweeping the
dust to the hearth, as the good fortune of the family individually would thereby be considered
to be swept from the house for that year. J. Train, ii. 115 (Isle of Man, 1845)

Good luck

If the carol-singer who first comes to your door (in Worcestershire) on New Year’s morning is
admitted at the front doot, conducted all through the house, and let out at the back door, you
will have good luck all through the year. N & Q, and ser., iii (1857), 343

The first day of this yeir, being Thursday, the pepill observit the old, ancient, bot beggetlie, cus-
tome, in seiking, craving, and begging handsell; mony superstitiouslie beleving that thai could
not thryve all that yeir except thai haid gottin a New yeirs gift. Nicoll, 191 (1657)
Bringing in the New Year

31 [Jan. 1664]. As soon as ever the clock struck one, I kissed my wife in the kitchen by the fire-
side, wishing her a merry New year, observing that I believe I was the first proper wisher of it
this year, for I did it as soon as ever the clock struck one. Pepys, v. 359

Monday, 31 December [1877]
I sat up till after midnight to watch the Old Year out and the New Year in. The bells rang at inter-
vals all the evening, tolled just before the turn of the night and the year and then rang a joy peal,
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and rang on till one o’clock. After Ihad gone to bed I saw from where I lay a bright blaze sprung
up in the fields beyond the river and I knew at once that they wete keeping up the old custom
of Burning the Bush on New Year’s Day in the morning. From the Knap, the hill above the vil-
lage masked by the two clumps of trees, the whole valley can be seen early on New Year’s Morn-
ing alight with fires. Burning the Bush, as it can be seen also from the hill at Bettws, Clyro, on
which the old Chapel stands. Kilvert, iii. 344
Divination with Bible

Happening to pass by a cottage whete an old woman lived whom I knew well, I stepped in and
wished her a happy new year. Instead of replying to my salutation, she stared wildly at me, and
exclaimed in a horrified tone: ‘New Year’s Day! and I have never dipped. . . . I gathered from her
that it was customary to dip into the Bible before twelve o’clock on New Year's Day, and the first
verse that meets the eye indicates the good or bad fortune of the inquirer through the ensuing
year. My old friend added: ‘Last year I dipped, and I opened on Job; and, sure enough, I have had
nought but trouble ever since. N & Q, and ser., xii (1861), 303

Last glass

The last glass of wine or spirits drained from the last bottle on New Yeat's Eve or Day is called
the ‘lucky glass’. It brings good fortune to whoever comes in for it, and if an unmarried person
drinks it, he will be the first to marry among the company. Henderson, 55

Drawing first water from the well in the Highlands. On New Year’s Eve ‘some carefull person
is also dispatched to the dead and living ford, who draws a pitcher of water, observing all

the time the most profound silence’. It is used on New Year’s Day as follows:

The first course, consisting of the Usque-Cashrichd, or water from the dead and living ford, by its
sacred virtues, presetves the Highlander, until the next anniversary, from all those direful calami-
ties proceeding from the agency of all infernal spirits, witchcraft, evil eyes, and the like. And the
second course, consisting of the fumes of juniper, not only removes whatever diseases may affect
the human frame at the time, but it likewise fortifies the constitution against their future attacks.
... Light and fire being kindled, and the necessary arrangements having been effected, the high
priest of the ceremonies for the day, and his assistants, proceed with the hallowed water to the
several beds in the house, and, by means of a large brush, sprinkles upon their occupants a pro-
fuse shower of the precious preservative, which, notwithstanding its salutary properties, they
sometimes receive with jarring ingratitude. Grant Stewart, 2501 (1823)

Needle and thread ceremony at Queen’s College, Oxford. This ceremony, which takes place on
New Year’s Day in Queen’s College, Oxford, is still held. Celia Fiennes observed it in
the 16gos:

There is a very odd custom in Queen Coll. for every new-years-day there is a certain sum laid
out in Needles and Thread which was left by the founder, and every Gentleman of that Colledge
has one given him with these words: Take this and be thrifty. Fiennes, 38
A German visitor in 1761 explains the origin:

A curious custom exists here; on New Year’s Day every member receives a needle and thread from
the housekeeper, with these words, “Take this and be chary of it—in allusion to the name of the
founder of the college, Robert Egglefield (aiguille fil). Kielmansegge, 106

Wassailing. A traditional wassailing song:

Here we come a wassailing,
Among the leaves so green,

Here we come a wandering,
So fair to be seen.
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Chorus.
Love and joy come to you,
And to your wassel too,
And God send you a happy New Year,
A New Year,
And God send you a happy New Year!
Our wassel cup is made of rosemary-tree,
So is your beer of the best barley.

We ate not daily beggars,
That beg from door to door;
But we are neighbours’ children,
‘Whom you have seen before.

Call up the butler of this house,
Put on his golden ring,

Let him bring us up a glass of beer
And the better we shall sing.

‘We have got a little purse,
Made of stretching leather skin,
‘We want a little of your money
To line it well within.
Bring us out a table,
And spread it with a cloth;
Bring us out a mouldy cheese,
And some of your Christmas loaf.

God bless the master of this house,
Likewise the mistress too,

And all the little children,
That round the table go!

Good master and mistress,
While you're sitting by the fire,
Pray think of us poor children,
‘Who are wandering in the mire.

Chambers, 1 Jan.
Recipe for making a wassail bowl:

Simmer a small quantity of the following spices in a teacupful of watet, viz.—Cardamums,
cloves, nutmeg, mace, ginget, cinnamon, and coriander. When done, put the spice to two, four,
ot six bottles of port, sherry, or madeira, with one pound and a half of fine loaf sugar (pounded)
to four bottles, and set all on the fire in a clean bright saucepan; meanwhile, have yolks of 12 and
the whites of 6 eggs well whisked up in it. Then, when the spiced and sugared wine is a little
warm, take out one teacupful; and so on for three or four cups; after which, when it boils, add
the whole of the remainder, pouring it in gradually, and stirring it briskly all the time, so as to
froth it. The moment a fine froth is obtained, toss in 12 fine soft roasted apples, and send it up
hot. Spices for each bottle of wine:—io grains of mace, 46 grains of cloves, 37 grains of carda-
mums, 28 grains of cinnamon, 12 grains of nutmeg, 48 grains of ginget, 49 grains of coriander

seeds. Chambers

(In grams the spices come to: 3 g. mace, 12 g. cloves, 10 g. cardamom; 7.5 g. cinnamon;
3 g nutmeg; 12.5 g. ginger; 13 g. coriander seed. Use whole spices.)
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New Year's Day in Dumfries, 1808

Friday 1st. New Yeat’s day. As usual a number of people going about the streets drunk. Attended
the hospital at breakfast, dinner and supper. The poor people wete treated by some benevolent
individuals with a breakfast of tea, loaf bread, butter and eggs, dinner of roast beef, potatoes,
bread and cheese with beer and toddy and a supper of cheese and bread and beer. The poor were
much pleased with the day’s entertainment, such as I suppose never was given in the house
before. Grierson, 199

New Year’s Day as experienced by a Frendh traveller in Albany, NY, 1781

1 bad traveled far enough during the day to hope for a quiet sleep, and expected a good night;
but at four in the morning I was awakened by a musket fired close to my windows: I listened
but heard not the smallest noise or motion in the street, which made me imagine it was some
musket which had gone off by itself without causing any accident. So I attempted to go back to
sleep. A quarter of an hour later a fresh musket or pistol shot interrupted my repose: this was
followed by several othets; so that I no longer had any doubt that it was some rejoicing or feast,
like our village christenings. The hour indeed struck me as unusual, but at length a number of
voices mingled with musketry, shouting ‘New Yeat; reminded me that it was the first of January,
and I concluded that it was thus that Messieurs les Américains celebrated the beginning of the new
year. Though this manner of proclaiming it was not, I must own, especially pleasing to me, there
was nothing to do but be patient; but at the end of half an hour I heard a confused noise of
upwards of a hundred petsons, mostly children or young people, assembled under my win-
dows. Soon I was even better warned of their proximity, for they fired several musket shots,
knocked rudely at the doot, and threw stones against my windows. Cold and indolence still kept
me in bed, but M. Lynch got up, and came into my chamber to tell me that these people cer-
tainly meant to do me honor and to ask me for some money. I requested him to go down and
give them two louis; he found them already masters of the house and drinking my landlord’s
rum. In a quarter of an hour they went off to visit other streets and continued their noise until
daylight.

On rising, I learned from my landlord that it was the custom of the country for the young
folks, the servants, and even the Negroes, to go from tavern to tavern, and to many other houses,
to wish a happy new year and ask for drink. So that there was no particular compliment to me
in this affair, and I found that, after the example of the Roman emperors, 1 had made a largess
to the people. In the morning, when I went out to take leave of General Clinton, I met nothing
but drunken people in the streets, but what astonished me most was to see them not only walk,
but run upon the ice without falling or making a false step, while it was with the utmost diffi-
culty that I kept on my feet. Chastellux, 222—3

New Year’s Day in New York City. At the end of 1827, John Pintard lamented the decline
of ‘many of our antient usages”:

New Year was a most boisterous, & when manners were simpler & this city but an overgrown Vil-
lage, began at Midnight, Drums beating Firing of Guns, huzzas, & calling at friendly doors, to
congratulate the family & get a New Years dram & cookey. Visits still kept up were made after
Church, but cookies begin to disappear, & altho the dram & hot punch appear on the sideboard,
it is mote for parade than use for few partake. Indeed since staggering thro’ the streets on New
Years day is out of fashion, it is impossible to drink drams at every house as of old. Children
were universally sent to visit the family relations, which served to keep up acquaintance with
kindred branches. The remotest, were all Uncles, Aunts & Cousins on that jovial day. Well do I
recollect coming home loaded with sixpences (a great sum) & honey cookies, enough to last for
months. Pintard, ii. 382
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In the Soviet Union people were encouraged to celebrate New Year’s Day, and expect
gifts from Grandfather Frost (Ded-moroz), in order to diminish appetites for Christmas,
whose NS date is 7 January.

Weather proverbs. The weather in January was a favourite prognosticator for the re-
mainder of the year. It often turns very cold at this time in the northern hemisphere.
Aubrey (Remaines, 7) quotes an ancient Welsh proverb, Haf byd galan, gaeaf byd Fai, ‘Sum-
mer till the New Year, winter till May’, or, as he translates it: “That is, if it be sometly
weather till the Kalends of January, it will be winterly weather to the Kalends of May!

In the yeere that January shall enter on the Sunday, that winter shall bee cold and moist, the Sum-
mer shall be hot, and the time of Hatvest shall be windie and rainy, with great aboundance of
corn, of wines, and other grains, & of all garden fruits, & hearbs, there shall be little Oyle, abun-
dance shal be of all manner of flesh, some great newes shal men heare spoken of Kings and
Prelats of the Church, and also of great Princes, great warres and robberies shall be made, and
many yong people shall dye. Erra Pater (1602)

A saying ascribed to Tsar Nicholas I is that the two generals in whom Russia could trust
were Janvier and Février; he was thinking of Napoleon's experience, but the remark
would still hold true when Hitler invaded the Soviet Union. Spanish variants: ‘Enero y
febrero comen mis que Madrid y Toledo’ (January and February devour more than
Madtrid and Toledo); ‘enero y febrero desviejadero’ (January and February eliminate the
old folk; proverb in the state of Jalisco, Mexico).

®
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a.d. IIII Nonas larmarias B
This daye sheweth the nature and state of September. (Lloyd)

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Haiti: Ancestors’ Day (Hero’s Day) (public holi-
day)
Switzerland: Berchtoldstag (Duke Berchtold V founded the city of Berne in the
twelfth century)
USA, Georgia: Ratification Day (fourth state to ratify the Constitution, 1788)

¢ HOLY DAYS Basil the Great (CY, RC; *1 Jan. Orth.); Gregory of Nazianzus (CY,
RG; *25 Jan. Orth.); Sylvester (Orth.; see *31 Dec.); Serafim of Sarov (Orth., CY com-

mem.)

Serafim of Sarov (1759—1833), Russian monk who became a hermit, a holy man sought out
by visitors from all over Russia, outstanding both for personal asceticism and for gentle-
ness towards others. He was canonized in 1903; in Russia his day is the 15th by the New
Style, but his commemoration in CY is fixed for the Old Style date. The Russian
Church also celebrates the Invention of his relics on 19 July OS = 1 August NS.
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Washington's first flag run up, 1776: the thirteen stripes, with the Union Jack in the

corner.

Eighth day of Christmas:

Weds. 2 Jan. (r760). At home all day, but little to do. Joseph Fuller Jr. and Mr. Thornton smoked
a pipe with me in the even. Oh, how pleasant has this Christmas been kept as yet, no revelling
nor tumultuous meetings where there too often is little else but light and trifling discoutse, no
ways calculated for improvement; and it’s well if it’s not intermixed with some obscene talk and
too often with vile and execrable oaths. Not that I am anyways an enemy to innocent mirth, but
what I protest is that which is not so. T. Turner, 197

In Scotland this day was made a Bank Holiday, so that people might recover from the
New Year celebrations; in 1997 it was replaced by Easter Monday, not without public
indignation.

®
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a.d. III Nonas Lanuarias C
This day doth shew the nature and state of October. (Lloyd)

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES USA, Alabama: Admission Day (49th state,
1959)

C ANCIENT ROME In the later Roman empire, 3—5 January were the normal days for
holding the Compitalia, which technically fell at whatever point between 17 December
and 5 January the magistrates might decide from year to year. Such annual but variable
festivals were known as feriae conceptivae, in contrast to feriae stativae of fixed date and feriae
imperativae such as thanksgivings for victories decreed occasion by occasion. The
Compitalia were a very ancient festival, originally like the Saturnalia kept by free and
slave together, but by Cicero’s time left to the slaves, who on behalf of the household
sacrificed a honey-cake to the crossroad gods or Lares Compitales; a woollen effigy was

hung up for every free person in the household, and a ball of wool for every slave.

¢ HOLY DAYS

Genevieve (c.420—c.500), patron saint of Paris. Consecrated at the age of 7 by St Ger-
manus of Auxerre (see *31 July), she devoted herself to charitable works, often against
great opposition. Legend has made her the protectress of Paris who in 451 by the power
of prayer deflected Attila the Hun from the city and during the Frankish siege of 460
brought back grain by boat from Troyes. Having been buried in the church of SS Peter
and Paul built by Queen Clothilda (*3 June), she was assigned the latter’s role in con-
verting King Clovis and made his counsellor; the church was renamed after her. Her vita
makes her cure a Goth who prayed at her tomb when his hands were crippled as a
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punishment for working on Sunday; it neglects to make him do the decent thing
by turning Catholic. (Goths were Arians; no contemporary hagiographer would have
failed to take that point.) She acquired more fame from her intercession in 1129 (see
*26 Nov.). By the eighteenth century her church had fallen into decay; its replace-
ment was secularized by the revolutionaries, who burnt her relics, as the Panthéon.
Genevieve was invoked in every necessity, especially against drought and flooding, and
therefore was appropriately named patron of the French security forces by John XXIII
in 1962.

The Prophet Malachi (Orth.). The last of the Twelve Prophets, in the West called Minor;
mal’akhi in Hebrew means ‘My messenger’, and was probably so intended, rather than as
a name. In his prophecy (Mal. 4: 2) come the words But unto you that fear my name
shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings’, referred by Christians to
Christ. For another prophet Malachy, see *3 Nov.

Birthday of Cicero, a.d. III Nonas lanuarias Q. Servilio Caepione C. Atilio Serrano coss, literally
‘on the third day before the January Ides, Quintus Servilius Caepio and Gaius Atilius
Serranus being consuls’, conventionally translated as 3 January 106 Bc; but dates before
Caesar’s reform of the calendar need not coincide with the same nominal days in the
Julian calendar extrapolated backwards.

Battle of Princeton, r777: Washington expelled the British from New Jersey.

Pushkin, Eugene Onegin (ch. 5, stanza 1), recounts freak weather:

That year autumnal weather remained for a long time; nature waited and waited for winter: snow
did not fall till January, on the night of the second to third. Awaking eatly, Tatiana caught sight
from the window that morning of the whitened courtyard, flower-beds, roofs, and fence; deli-
cate traceries on the panes; trees in their winter silver, merry magpies, and hills softly overlaid
with the glistening carpet of winter. All around is bright, all is white.

Russians learn this passage at school, but in real life often feel uncomfortable when win-
ter is slow to come.

The Quadrantids, an annual meteor-shower, peak about this day.

@
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pridie Nonas lanvarias D
This day doth forshew the nature and state of November. (Lloyd)
( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Myanmar (Burma): Independence Day (from

Great Britain, 1948)
USA, Utah: Admission Day (45th state, 1896)
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¢ HOLY DAYS

Elizabeth Ann Bayley Seton (1774—1821), first native saint of the USA, canonized 1975. She
founded the Daughters of Charity of St Joseph, for relief of the poor and teaching in
parochial schools.

Synaxis of the Seventy Disciples (Orth.), collectively honouring the ‘other seventy’ (or
seventy-two; the manuscripts vary) whom Jesus sent ahead of Him in Luke 10: 1. Their
names are not preserved, though widely differing lists were in time concocted; Eusebius
in the fourth century already identifies five, namely Barnabas (*u1 June), Sosthenes (co-
sender of 1 Cor.), Cephas (resisted by Paul at Gal. 2: 11; in fact none other than St Peter,
see *29 June), Matthias (see *24 Feb.), and Thaddaeus (see *21 Aug.).

New Year’s vows, better late than never:

4 [Jan. 1664 |. Home—and at my office till 12 at night, making my solemn vowes for the next year,
which I trust in the Lord I shall keep. But I fear I have a little too severely bound myself in some
things and in too many, for I fear I may forget some. But however, I know the worst and shall by
the blessing of God observe to perform or pay my forfeits punctually. So home and to bed—
with my mind at rest. Pepys, v. 4—5

C)
5 JANUARY

Nonae Ianuariae E

This day doth shew the nature and state of December. (Lloyd)

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Twelfth Eve (Vigil of the Epiphany, Paramone

of the Theophany)

( ANCIENT ROME In Rome, the Nones of January had no special significance; but
when the Greek island of Andros had adopted a calendar calibrated to the Roman, it
was on this day, called the Theodosia or Gift of the God, that the water of a spring by
the temple of Dionysos tasted like wine; it continued to do so for a week, though the
taste was lost if the water was taken out of sight of the temple. On a perhaps imagin-
ary painting of this miracle described by Philostratus Titian based his Bacchanal of the
Andrians. In the evening, during the later Roman empire, there began at Alexandtria a
festival that continued into the next day, celebrating the birth at cockcrow of Aion
(Eternity), to Koré (the Maid), at which water was ceremonially drawn from the Nile
and stored; since Aion was closely associated with Sarapis, who in turn was associated
with Dionysus, the suggestion has been made that the god was meant to turn the water
into wine. This would explain why the Christian Epiphany (see *6 Jan.) was associated
with Christ’s performance of this miracle at the wedding-feast in Cana. (It is also asso-
ciated with the miracle of the loaves and fishes.)
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¢ HOLY DAYS
Edward the Confessor, the last king of England in the West Saxon line of the Cerdingas,

died on this day in 1066. Having been canonized in 1161, he is commemorated in some
Roman Catholic countries on this day; England, however, both Anglican and Roman,
keeps his translation on *13 October.

Jobn Nepotriucene Neumann (1811—60); canonized 1977. A native of Bohemia, he became a
New Wortld missionary in 1836, first as member of the Redemptorists. Appointed
Bishop of Philadelphia in 1852, he was renowned for his pastoral work and his
strengthening of parochial schools.

Old Christmas Day (1753—1800)

Southampton, January 12

On the 25th. of last Month, many people went into the New Forest to observe whether the Oak
(Which is said to blow every Christmas Day) conformd to the NeW—Style, or not, but ﬁnding no
Buds or any Appearance of green Leaves, came away greatly dissatisfied with the Alteration of
the Day: And on Friday last, being old Christmas, they went again, and to their great Joy found
the Oak blown, and several branches almost covered with green Leaves; some of which they
brought away with them. This Circumstance has served to convince Abundantly that the new
Christmas—Day is wrong, and they are henceforth determined to keep only the old.

The Salisbury Journal, 15 Jan. 1753 (quoted in Morsley, 24)

Old Christmas Eve (1801—1900)

Saturday, 5 January [1878]

Speaking of the blowing of the Holy Thorn and the kneeling and weeping of the oxen on old
Christmas Eve (to-night) Priscilla said, ‘T have known old James Meredith 4o years and I have
never known him far from the truth, and I said to him one day, “James, tell me the truth, did
you ever see the oxen kneel on old Christmas Eve at the Weston?” And he said, “No, I never saw
them kneel at the Weston but when I was at Hinton at Staunton-on-Wye I saw them. I was
watching them on old Christmas Eve and at 12 o’clock the oxen that were standing knelt down
upon their knees and those that were lying down rose up on their knees and there they stayed

kneeling and moaning, the tears running down their faces.””’ Kilvert, iii. 354

(See also *24 Dec.)

"Twelfth Eve divinations

Lay a greene Ivye leafe in a dishe, or other vessell of fayre water on Newyeeres euen at night, and
couer the water in the said vessell, set it in a sure or safe place, untill Twelfe euen next after,
either for your selfe or for anye other, (Which will be the fifth day of ]anuary,) and then . . . marke
well if the sayde leafe be faire and greene as it was before: for then you or the party for whom
you laid it into the water, will be whole and sound and safe from any sicknesse all the next yeere
following. But if you finde any blacke spots theron, then you o the partye for whom you laid it
into the water, will be sicke the same yeere fouowing. Lupton, x § 8~ (1579)

In Russia, various forms of divination were practised throughout the Twelve Days of
Christmas, known as svydtki; several are described by Pushkin in the fifth chapter of
Eugene Onegin, Traditional songs were sung, each regarded as foretelling a particular event
such as bereavement or marriage; after every song a ring would be removed at random
from the dish and its owner’s fortune judged according to the omen. The servant-girls
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of the Larin household prophesied every year that the young mistresses would marry
soldiers (as they do). The elder daughter, Tatiana (see *12 Jan.), holds her mirror to the
moon, vainly hoping to see her future husband in it, and asks the first passing stranger
his name, but he is a rustic called Agafon (Agathon), which to contemporary Russian

ears sounded uncouth, Greek names having come down in the world.

Wassailing fruit trees and castle

Memorandum that non obstante the Change of Religion, the Ploughboies, and also the Schoole-
boies will keep-up and retaine their old Ceremonies and Customes and priviledges, which in the
west of England is used still (and I believe) in other parts. So in Sometsetshire when they Was-
saile (which is on .. . [lacuna] I thinke Twelfe-eve) the Plough-men have their Twelve-cake, and
they goe into the Ox-house to the oxen, with the Wassell-bowle and drink to the ox w: the crum-
pled horne that treads out the corne; they have an old conceived Rythme; and afterwards they
goe with their Wassel-bowle into the orchard and goe about the Trees to blesse them, and putta
piece of Tost upon the Rootes, in order to it. Aubrey, 40

The Herefordshire Wassailing, as reported in the Gentleman’s Magazine, 61 (Feb. 1791), 116:

On the eve of Twelfth-day, at the approach of evening, the farmers, their friends, servants, &c.
all assemble, and near six o’clock, all walk together to a field where wheat is growing. The high-
est part of the ground is always chosen, where 12 small fires and one large one are lighted up. The
attendants, headed by the master of the family, pledge the company in old cyder, which circu-
lates freely on these occasions. A circle is formed round the large fire, when a general shout and
hallooing takes place, which you hear answered from all the villages and fields near . . . This being
finished, the company return to the house, where the good housewife and her maids are prepar-
ing a good supper, which on this occasion is always plentiful. A large cake is always provided,
with a hole in the middle. After supper, the company all attend the bailiff (or head of the oxen)
to the Wain-house, where the following particulars are observed: the master, at the head of his
friends, fills the cup (generally of strong ale), and stands opposite the first or finest of the ozen
... he then pledges him in a curious toast; the company then follow his example with all the
other oxen, addressing each by their name. This being over, the large cake is produced, and is,
with much ceremony, put on the horn of the first ox, through the hole in the cake; he is then
tickled to make him toss his head: if he throws the cake behind, it is the mistress’s perquisite; if
before (in what is termed the boosy) the bailiff claims this prize. This ended, the company all
return to the house, the doors of which are in the mean time locked, and not opened till some
joyous songs are sung. On entering, a scene of mirth and jollity commences, and reigns thro’ the
house till a late, or rather an eatly; hour, the next morning,

Chambers remarks: “The fires are designed to represent the Saviour and his apostles, and
it was customary as to one of them, held as representing Judas Iscariot, to allow it to
burn a while, and then put it out and kick about the materials. This was a symbolic in-
terpretation often bestowed on the thirteen days from Christmas to Epiphany. In some
places the ceremony was conducted on Christmas Eve or Epiphany.
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6 JANUARY

a.d. VIII Idus Innuarias F
At rwelfth~day the days are lengthened a cock’s stride.

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES USA, New Mexico: Admission Day (47th state,

1912)
Twelfth Day (but in some languages called ‘thirteenth day’: Swedish trettondag jul)

¢ HOLY DAYS Epiphany of Our Lord (CofE, RC); Theophany, Baptism of Christ
in the Jordan (Orth.)

Epiphany, a term denoting the earthly manifestation of a deity (the Seleucid King Anti-
ochus IV styled himself Epiphanes, ‘Manifest’, adjusted by his enemies to Epimanes,
‘Mad’); the prophet Isaiah declares that the Messiah shall be called Immanuel, ‘God
with us’. The Orthodox more often say Theophany (‘Manifestation of God') or the
Lights (an image of baptism). This day properly celebrates the baptism of Christ, in his
early 30s, by John the Baptist, after which ‘he saw the heavens opened, and the Spirit like
a dove descending upon him; and there came a voice from heaven, saying, Thou art my
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased’. Some Egyptian Christians in the second cen-
tury dated this event to 11 Tybi in the 15th year of Tiberius, or 6 January Ap 29; the nith
was the second day of the pagan festival by the Nile celebrating the birth of Eternity
to the Maid (see *;5 and *19 Jan.). The festival became popular in the East, being also
taken to commemorate Christ’s birth, which remained the custom at Jerusalem till the
sixth century. Even now the Armenians still maintain the single feast (Haymufiwn,
Epiphany) on 6 January celebrating Nativity and Baptism; on the eve one eats fried fish,
lettuce, and boiled spinach, supposedly the Virgin's meal on the night before Christ’s
birth.

In the West, which adopted the solar festival of 25 December as its Christmas, Epi-
phany was slower to establish itself: the Donatists of Africa, who broke with the rest of
Christendom in the early fourth century, kept Christmas on 25 December but not
Epiphany. During the fourth and fifth centuries most Eastern churches accepted the
separate Christmas on 25 December, and the West accepted Epiphany.

The Orthodox commemorate Christ’s baptism by the Blessing of the Waters; a cross
is thrown in the water, young men dive in, and he who recovers it carries it in triumph.
Sailors try to be in home port; in days of sail they sought to be home at Christmas and
stay there till the waters had been blessed. Some people wait till then to open barrels of
new wine. This Blessing of the Waters is celebrated as the Blessing of the Sponge-Divers
in Tarpon Springs, Fla., where there is a large Greek community engaged in that trade.

The festival also celebrated the visit to the 2-year-old Christ child in the reign of
King Herod by oriental Magi (see *28 Dec.), which in the West has so far obscured the
association with Christ’s baptism that the latter is now kept on the following Sunday by
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RCs and the first Sunday after 1 January by the Lutherans; contrariwise, the Orthodox
have transferred the celebration of the Magi to Christmas (but see %30 Dec.). Although
in the earliest Christian art they sometimes number two or four, tradition settled on
three, matching their three gifts; they are identified as Caspar (who brings frankincense
for Christ’s divinity), Melchior (who brings gold for His royalty), and Balthazar (who
brings myrrh for His sorrows), names found in the sixth-century mosaic at Sant’Apol-
linare Nuovo in Ravenna. Their portrayal in Persian dress caused the conquering army
of the Zoroastrian shah Khosraw II, zealously destroying the churches of Jerusalem in
614, to exempt the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, where a mosaic represented them. As
early as the third century they are taken for kings fulfilling the prophecy at Isa. 60: 3; a
subsequent notion of their descent from the three sons of Noah caused Balthazar to be
depicted as a black descendant of Ham. They are said to have arrived in Jerusalem with
a suite of 1,000 men, leaving a 7,000-strong army on the left bank of the Euphrates. On
their return they devoted themselves to prayer and contemplation; when St Thomas
arrived in Parthia they were baptized and became missionaries. Their remains were dis-
covered by the empress Helena and translated to Constantinople, thence in turn to
Milan and Cologne. In the West they are patrons of travellers.

In many countries this, not Christmas, is the day for children to receive presents; in
Italy they are distributed by Befana (a corruption of Fpifania), an old woman who was
cleaning her house when the Magi passed by. Having ascertained their errand, she asked
them to wait till she had finished, but they would not tarry; by the time that she was
ready, they were out of sight, and she has been searching for the Christ child ever since,
descending every chimney with her gifts in case he is in the house. In Belgium children
dress up as the Three Kings and sing a begging song from door to door. In Mexico
colourful and beautifully made nacimientos—far more elaborate than our Christmas
cribs, with tableaux of biblical, historical, or national scenes—are set up in churches. In
Spain children are visited by the Magi, having left their shoes full of straw or grain on
the balcony or by the front door. In the morning the shoes are filled with small gifts;
children who find a charcoal mark on their face know they have been kissed by
Balthazar. In many Spanish cities and towns the Magi progress through the streets on
the evening before.

There is a popular belief that Christ is not happy during the Twelve Days from birth
to baptism, and that evil spirits, such as the Greek kalikitzari, roam the earth; in Livonia
it was said that werewolves abounded during this time. Means were devised to keep the
spirits away; in much of Central Europe, by chalking the Three Kings’ initials C. or K.
(in Hungary G.), B., and M. on one’s door at Epiphany; in Upper Bavaria, masked peas-
ant boys with whips frighten off the witch Frau Percht. In the Netherlands, boys beat
the rommelpot during the Twelve Days to drive them away with the din.

On this day Edward the Confessor was buried in 1066, and Richard II born in 1367;
Richard regarded the Baptist as his patron saint, but was also devoted to St Edward.
Both saints appear with him in the Wilton Diptych besides the royal martyr Edmund
(*20 Nov.).
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Tivelfth-night cake. In France, as formerly in England, a special cake known as the galette des
Rois (in English “Twelfth cake”) is made of marzipan and flaky pastry, containing a bean,
sometimes now teplaced by a pottery figure from the Christmas crib, called santon
(‘saintlet’); the person finding this in his or her portion is king or queen for the night,
with the right to crown a consort. By ancient custom, when the king raised his cup, the
cry went up ‘Le roi boit’, and anyone who failed to drink had his face blackened (see P
2). (For similar kings of the feast, see *17 Dec.) Medieval kings of Navarre would per-
sonally appoint a ‘king of the bean), at first a boy, later an adult; this custom spread else-
where. Sometimes, as in Herrick’s poem, there was also a pea, the drawer of which
becomes the queen.

Tiwelfe Night, or King and Queene
Now, now the mirth comes
With the cake full of plums,
‘Wherte Beane’s the King of the sport here;
Beside we must know,
The Pea also
Must revell, as Queene, in the Court here.

Begin then to chuse,
(This night as ye use)
‘Who shall for the present delight here,
Be a King by the lot,
And who shall not
Be Twelfe-day Queene for the night here.

‘Which knowne, let us make
Joy-sops with the cake;

And let not a man then be seen here,
‘Who unurgd will not drinke
To the base from the brink

A health to the King and the Queene here.
Next crowne the bowle full
With gentle lambs-wooll;

Adde sugar, nutmeg and ginger,
‘With store of ale too;
And thus ye must doe

To make the wassaile a swinger.
Give then to the King
And Queene wassailing;

And though with ale ye be whet here;
Yet part ye from hence,
As free from offence,

As when ye innocent met here.

Robert Herrick (1591-1674)

The young Scot James Boswell, newly arrived in London, where he was to spend two
years in fruitless search of a commission in the Guards, made the following entry in his
journal in 1763
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Thursday 6 January. My brother breakfasted with me. This was Twelfth-day; on which a great deal
of jollity goes on in England, at the eating of the Twelfth-cake all sugared over. I called at Gould’s.
Mts Gould chid me for not being oftener there, and said jestingly that if she did not see me more,
she would write to my father that I was idle. I then walked into the City. I took a whim that be-
tween St Paul's and the Exchange and back again, taking the different sides of the street, I would
eat a penny Twelfth-cake at every shop where I could get it. This I performed most faithfully.

I then dined comfortably at Dolly’s Beefsteak-house. I regretted much my not being ac-
quainted in some good opulent City family where I might participate in the hearty sociality over
the ancient ceremony of the Twelfth-cake. I hope to have this snug advantage by this time next

yeat. Boswell, 20—

St Baddeley’s Cake

The eating of the Baddeley cake, or, as it is sometimes facetiously called, St. Baddeley’s Cake, is
an annual ceremony petformed at the greenroom of Drury Lane Theatre in London on the
evening of the 6th of January. Its history is as follows. Robert Baddeley, originally a cook,
afterwards a valet, and lastly an actor, died in 1794, and by will set apart one hundred pounds as
a fund whose income should be used to furnish a cake and a bowl of punch every Twelfth-Night
to the Drury Lane greenroom, which by long custom had been annually given over on that night
to feasting and merriment.

Baddeley’s bequest has been faithfully carried out, with the exception of one provision, that
whenever the cake was eaten some commemoration should be made of his conjugal infelicity. In
his lifetime his wife was better known than himself. She sang well and danced charmingly, was
beautiful and vivacious, and was said to have been the cause of mote duels than any other woman
of her time. Baddeley himself was an indifferent actor, though noteworthy in histrionic annals
as the original Moses in “The School for Scandal’.

The present proprietor of Drury Lane has added a few hundred pounds of his own to the
Baddeley gift, increased the bill of fare so that it includes a large number of delicacies, and re-
served the privilege of inviting distinguished outsiders, both lay and professional, to join in the
ceremonials. The piéce de résistance is still the large, round white cake, with red and green icing in
the centre, which is known as St. Baddeley’s Cake, and no guest goes away without securing a
portion of it. ‘Walsh, 86—

Tiwelfth Day balls. In Colonial Virginia, it was customary to hold a ball on Twelfth Day.
Nicholas Creswell reports on one such in Alexandria in 1775

Saturday, Janvary 7th, 1775. Last night I went to the Ball. It seems this is one of their annual Balls
supported in the following manner: A large rich cake is provided and cut into small pieces and
handed round to the company, who at the same time draws a ticket out of a Hat with something
metry wrote on it. He that draws the King has the Honor of treating the company with a Ball
the next year, which generally costs him Six or Seven Pounds. The Lady that draws the Queen
has the trouble of making the Cake. Here was about 37 ladies dressed and powdered to the life,
some of them very handsome and as much vanity as is necessary. All of them fond of dancing,
but I do not think they perform it with the greatest elegance. Betwixt the Country dances they
have what I call everlasting jigs. A couple gets up and begins to dance a jig (to some Negro tune)
others comes and cuts them out, and these dances always last as long as the Fiddler can play. This
is sociable, but I think it looks more like a Bacchanalian dance than one in a polite assembly. Old
‘Women, Young Wives with young children in the lap, widows, maids and gitls come promiscu-
ously to these assemblies which generally continue till morning. A cold supper, Punch, Wines,
Coffee and Chocolate, but no Tea. This is a forbidden herb. The men chiefly Scotch and Irish. I
went home about two o’clock, but part of the company stayed, got drunk and had a fight.

Creswell, 10—t
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Tiwelfth Day plays. Christmas carols were sung throughout the twelve days of Christmas,
and the last day was often marked with a play. In 1519 William More, Prior of Worces-
ter, entered the following payment in his account-book:

Item to syngars of carralls 20d. Item rewarded to iiij pleyets a pon ye Epiphani Day belongyng

to sir Edward beltenop 3s. 44. Morte, 77
Tuwelfth Day with the Pepyses

6 [Jan. 1663]. Tiwelfih-day. And after dinner to the Dukes house and there saw Twelfih night acted
well, though it be but a silly play and not relating at all to the name or day. Pepys, iv. 6

6 [Jan. 1669]. Tiwelfih day. . . . very merry we were at dinner, and so all the afternoon, talking and
looking up and down my house; and in the evening I did bring out my cake, a noble cake, and
there cut into pieces, with wine and good drink; and after a new fashion, to prevent spoiling the
cake, did put so many titles into a hat and so drow cuts; and I was Queene and The Turner, King;
Creed, Sir Martin Marrall; and Betty, Mrs. Millicent. And so we were mighty merry till it was
night; and then, being moonshine and fine frost, they went home, I lending some of them my
[newly acquired] coach to help to carty them; and so my wife and I spent the rest of the evening
in talk and reading, and so with great pleasure to bed. Pepys, ix. 409

Tiwelfth Day at Court. Gambling at Court began on Epiphany until 1772, when it was sup-
pressed. John Evelyn reports in 1662:

6 Jan. 1662. Epiphanic . . . This evening (according to costome) his Majestie opned the Revells of
that night, by throwing the Dice himselfe, in the Privy Chamber, where was a table set on pur-
pose, & lost his 100 pounds: the yeare before he won 150 pounds: The Ladys also plaied very
deepe: I came away when the Duke of Ormond had won about 1000 pounds & left them still at
passage, Cards 8c.: at other Tables, both there and at the Groome-porters, observing the wicked folly
vanity & monstrous excesse of Passion amongst some loosers, & sorry I am that such a wretched
Custome as play to that excesse should be countenancd in a Court, which ought to be an ex-
ample of Virtue to the rest of the kingdome. Evelyn, Diary, iii. 308

Haxey Hood Game (in Humberside, near Epworth). Legend has it that this game dates
back some 600 years, when the lady of the manor, Lady Mowbray, lost her red hood in
the wind. Thirteen labourers ran after it; the two who returned it were dubbed ‘Lord’
and ‘Fool’, and rewarded with a piece of land. Today thirteen red-clad Boggans, Lord
and Fool included, preside over the battle for the Sway Hood, a coil of rope encased in
leather, between residents of Haxey and Westwoodside. The game is over when one side
succeeds in getting the Hood to its local pub.

A suggestion for an extravagant feast on Twelfth Day. Robert May, in The Accomplisht Cook (1665),
begins his section on “Triumphs and Trophies in Cookery, to be used at Festival Times,
as Twelfth-Day, &c! as follows:

Make the likeness of a Ship in paste-board, with flags and streamers, the guns belonging to it of
Kickses [odds and ends], binde them about with packthred, and cover them with course paste
proportionable to the fashion of a Cannon with Catriages, lay them in places convenient, as you
see them in Ships of War; with such holes and trains of powder that they may all take fire; place
your Ship firm in a great Charger; then make a salt round about it, and stick therein egg-shells
full of sweet water; you may by a great pin take out all the meat out of the egg by blowing, and
then fill it with the rose-water. Then in another Charger have the proportion of a Stag made of
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course paste, with a broad arrow in the side of him, and his body filled up with claret wine. In
another Charger at the end of the Stag have the proportion of a Castle with Battlements,
Percullices, Gates, and Draw-bridges made of pasteboard, the Guns of Kickses, and covered with
course paste as the former; place it at a distance from the Ship to fire at each other. The Stag
being plac’t betwixt them with egg-shells full of sweet water (as before) placed in salt. At each
side of the Charger wherein is the Stag, place a Pie made of course paste, in one of which let
there be some live Frogs, in the other live Birds; make these pies of course paste filled with bran,
and yellowed over with saffron or yolks of eggs, gild them over in spots, as also the Stag, the
Ship, and Castle; bake them, and place them with gilt bay-leaves on the turrets and tunnels of
the Castle and Pies; being baked, make a hole in the bottom of your pies, take out the bran, put
in your Frogs and Birds, and close up the holes with the same course paste; then cut the lids
neatly up, to be taken off by the Tunnels: being all placed in order upon the Table, before you fire
the trains of powder, order it so that some of the Ladies may be perswaded to pluck the Arrow
out of the Stag, then will the Claret wine follow as blood running out of a wound. This being
done with admiration to the beholdets, after some short pawse, fire the train of the Castle, that
the peeces all of one side may go off; then fire the trains of one side of the Ship as in a battle;
next turn the Chargers, and by degrees fire the trains of each other side as before. This done, to
sweeten the stink of the powder, let the Ladies take the egg shells full of sweet waters, and throw
them at each other. All dangers being seemingly over, by this time you may suppose they will de-
sire to see what is in the pies; where lifting the first the lid off one pie, out skips some Frogs,
which makes the Ladies to skip and shreek; next after the other pie, whence comes out the Birds;
who by a natural instinct flying at the light, will put out the candles: so that what with the flying
Birds, and skipping Frogs, the one above, the other beneath, will cause much delight and plea-
sure to the whole company: at length the candles are lighted, and a banquet brought in, the mu-
sick sounds, and every one with much delight and content rehearses their actions in the former
passages.

The following Monday is Plough Monday, on which agriculture resumed after the
Christmas festivities (see *Western Church Year).

®

7 JANUARY

a.d. VII Idus Ianuarias G

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Japan: Nanakusa no sekku, Seven (Medicinal)
Herbs Festival: originally on 7th of st lunar month

¢ HOLY DAYS Raymund of Pefiafort (RC); Synaxis of John the Precursor (Orth.)

Raymund or Ramén of Pefiafort, in Catalan ‘Ramon de Penyafort’ (c.1180—1275); canonist,
commissioned by Pope Gregory IX to compile the official collection of papal rulings
on points of canon law, the so-called Liber Extra, promulgated in 1234, and valid in the
Roman Catholic Church till 1g18; elected third Master-General of the Dominican Order
in 1238, he promptly produced revised constitutions that remained in force till 1924. He
also compiled a penitential, the Summa de casibus (¢1238), and encouraged Aquinas to
write the Summa contra Gentiles. At his death in 12775 the kings of Aragon and Castile at-
tended his funeral. Feast-day formerly 23 January. He is a patron saint of lawyers.
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Synaxis of Jobn the Precursor. The Orthodox commonly call the Baptist the Prodromos
(‘Forerunner’ or ‘Precursor”). At Anchialos, new bridegrooms would be ducked in the
sea, their brides sprinkled with seawater. (The medieval West also had a feast of the
Lavacrum, or Font, on this day, in honour of the Baptist.)

In those Orthodox countries like Russia that keep all feasts by the Julian calendar,
7 January NS is Christmas, and will remain so down to 2100; from 2101 Christmas will
be the 8th, from 2201 the gth.

Reinbold of Cologne, allegedly murdered in g6o for excessive strictness by workmen build-
ing the old cathedral; nevertheless he is patron, not of overseers, but of sculptors and
stonecutters, as well as of Hanseatic merchants and the city of Dortmund. He is por-
trayed as a monk with a hammer in his hand or as an armoured knight with a sword,
for as one of the four legendary Sons of Haimo he had been a brave warrior before he
took the cowl.

Knud Lavard (son of King Erik the Good of Denmark, 1095—1103), Duke of Slesvig, mur-
dered by his nephew Mogens or Magnus in 1131. His day marks the end of festivities
and resumption of work; Worm cites a thyme sankt Krud genner jul ud (‘St Knud drives
Christmas out’; but see *13 Jan.).

The traditional English equivalent of modern Danish Knud and Norwegian and

Swedish Knut is ‘Canute’, from a Latin form Canutus used by those who had difficulty
in pronouncing initial kn; even so do the French call a pen-knife a canif. It immediately
reminds the English reader of the great king who conquered England 5o years before
Duke William and unlike William won his subjects’ love; but above all it recalls the tale
that he commanded the incoming tide to retreat and, when it did not, proclaimed the
worthlessness of all kingship but God'’s. This king was known to his Scandinavian sub-
jects as Kmitr, in England as Crut, by which name he is now called in academic history,
pethaps to avoid suggesting the throne by the sea. Other namesakes are best given their
modern vernacular names; for another St Knud, see *10 July.
In Norway eldbjorgdagen (the fire-saving day), from heathen rituals; but a St Eldberga was
invented to explain the name. In 1786 it is reported that at Seljord the mistress of the
house would celebrate the return of the sun by drinking a draught of ale before the
hearth, throw something into the fire, and exclaim: ‘So high be my fire that hell is no
higher or hotter The family would then sit on the floor around the bowl with their
hands behind their backs; each in turn they would lift the bowl in their mouths, drink
the ale, and cast the bowl behind them with a toss of the head; if it landed face down,
one would die within the year; it not, one would have the fortune to drink ‘Eldberga’s
mind’ another year. There were variations in which toasts were drunk to those in the
house, and to the king, In Skedsmo they said that on that day the bear turned over in
his sleep.

Millard Fillmore, President of the USA 1850—3, was born on this day in 1800; the event
is sometimes celebrated in a spirit of jovial irony, for Americans of all political per-
suasions agree on his lack of distinction. He was never elected President: having as



28 7 JANUARY

Zachary Taylor’s Vice-President succeeded on his death in mid-term, he found no one
to nominate him in the election of 1852, and four years later was the candidate of the
anti-Irish ‘American Party’, commonly called the ‘Know-Nothing party’ from its cult of
secrecy. Nevertheless he deserves some commendation, less for having shaken the hand
of Heinrich Schliemann, the future discoverer of Troy, than for having refused, in 1855,
the doctorate of civil laws offered him by Oxford University, on the ground that he had
no literary or scientific attainments that could justify accepting it.

Rock Day or St Distaffs Day. Women resumed spinning after the Christmas season (the
Monday after Twelfth Day was Rock Monday); rock = distaff.

Saint Distaffs day, or the morrow after Twelfth day

Partly worke and partly play

Ye must on S. Distaffs day:

From the Plough soone free your teame;
Then come home and fother them.
If the Maides a spinning goe,

Burn the flax, and fire the tow:
Scorch their plackets, but beware
That ye singe no maiden-haire.
Bring in pailes of water then,

Let the Maides bewash the men.
Give S. Distaffe all the right,

Then bid Christmas sport good-night.
And next morrow, every one

To his owne vocation.

Robert Herrick (1591-1674)

®
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a.d. VI Idus Ianuarias A
This day before noone declareth the nature of June, and after noone the nature of May. (Lloyd)

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Greece: Midwife’s Day or Women'’s Day
USA, Louisiana and Massachusetts: Battle of New Orleans Day (General Andrew

Jackson inflicted a crushing defeat on British forces in 1815; both sides were un-
aware that the Peace of Ghent bad been signed on 24 December 1814

¢ HOLY DAYS Lucian, bishop of Beauvais (BCP)

Lucian, bishop of Beauvais (3rd ¢.), martyr, together with his companions Maximian and
Julian, of uncertain authenticity; his cult flourished after the discovery of relics in the
seventh century.

Gudule (d. 712), patron saint of Brussels, whose lamp was extinguished by the Devil and
relit by an angel, or as some say by the Virgin Mary herself.
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In Greece St Domnike, a fifth-century deaconess at Constantinople. On this day
women of childbearing age bring the village midwife presents, pour out water for her,
and kiss a phallic schema (‘shape’) made from a large leek or sausage proffered by her
attendants, over which they weep; adorned with gilded flowers, onion and gatlic tresses,
and necklaces of dried figs, currants, and carob-beans, with a large onion in lieu of a
watch, she proudly presides from a makeshift throne, revered as if she were Genetyllis,
the goddess of childbirth. After a bibulous banquet she is led through the streets on a
carriage like a bride and sprinkled with water at the fountain; the women sing, dance,
and tell lewd jokes, the men stay indoors.

Jackson Day (legal holiday in Louisiana, and also Massachusetts), celebrating the
battle of New Orleans. In much of America it became a Democratic beanfeast; in 1g11
the previous year’s congressional victories were celebrated at Baltimore by speeches and
a banquet of 7,000 oysters, 75 gallons (US) of terrapin, 1,500 Ib of capon, 500 canvas-
back ducks, 45 Smithfield hams, 3,000 cigars, and 500 bottles of champagne.

@
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a.d. V Idus Innuarias B

This daye openeth the nature of August before noone, and after noone dooth shew the state of July.
(Lloyd)

( ANCIENT ROME Agonia or Agonalia: as often, the Romans themselves did not
know what the word meant, but it appears in the official calendar or fasti four times in
the year for a sacrifice in honour of a particular god. On this day the god was Janus; the
other occasions were 17 March (Mars), 21 May (Vediovis?), and 11 December (Sol
Indiges).

¢ HOLY DAYS

Hadrian or Adrian of Canterbury (d. 709); native of Africa, abbot near Naples; chosen arch-
bishop of Canterbury by Pope Vitalianus, he declined the honour, but accompanied
Theodore of Tarsus (*19 Sept.) and became abbot of SS Peter and Paul's (later St Au-
gustine’s ), where he organized the school. Many future bishops and abbots were edu-
cated there in Latin, Greek, Roman law, theology, and plainchant.

Fillan or Foelan, an eighth-century Irish immigrant to Scotland, together with his mother,
St Kentigerna; he died at Strathfillan. Robert the Bruce invoked his aid before the bat-
tle of Bannockburn, 1314:

All the nycht afore the battall [Bannockburn], kyng Robert . . . rolland all ieoperdeis and chance
of fortoun in his mynd, and sumtymes he went to his devoit contemplatioun, makand his
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orisoun to god and sanct Phillane, qubais arme (as he belevit) set in silver wes closit in ane cais
within his palyeon [= pavilion, tent]. Boece, fo. 212"
On this day in 1799 an income tax of two shillings in the pound was first introduced in
Great Britain to finance the war against Napoleon; modern readers may better under-
stand the rate as 10 per cent. The tax was a wartime expedient, and became permanent
only in the later nineteenth century; at that date one still spoke of ‘the income tax’, in
contrast to the modern ‘income tax’, constructed without the article as if it were a force
of nature.

C)
10 JANUARY

a.d. ITIT Idus Ianuarias C
This daye sheweth the nature of October before noone and after noone, the state of September. (Lloyd)

¢ HOLY DAYS

Agatho, pope 678—81, champion of orthodoxy against heresy. Successive Byzantine em-
perors had sought to win over the Syrian and Egyptian Monophysites, who denied that
Christ had a human as well as a divine pature; in 634 Heraclius attempted, through
Patriarch Sergius of Constantinople, to accommodate them by asserting that in his two
natures he had only one Energy. The formula was accepted by Pope Honorius I, who
added that Christ had only one Will; this ‘Monothelete’ doctrine was promulgated by
Heraclius in 638, but repudiated by subsequent popes. The rift was not healed until
Constantine IV summoned the Sixth Oecumenical Council (Constantinople, 68o—1) to
decide the matter. The Pope arranged a series of local synods from Hatfield to the
Lateran, at which a uniform Western position was achieved for transmission to Con-
stantinople; the Council not only upheld the existence in Christ of two Energies and
two Wills, but anathematized Honorius for following in all things his [Sergius’] mind
and ratifying his impious doctrines’ (see too *3 July). For Agatho’s interest in the Eng-
lish Church, see *12 January.

Gregory of Nyssa (¢330—¢395), younger brother of Basil the Great (Orth.; g Mar. RC,
19 July CY), one of the three great fourth-century theologians known as the
‘Cappadocian Fathers”: Basil, Gregory of Nyssa, and Gregory of Nazianzus. Con-
secrated bishop of Nyssa 371, he was deposed and exiled under the Arian emperor
Valens; he was later briefly bishop of Sebaste, and under the emperor Theodosius was
anotable preacher of Nicene orthodoxy. His fame, however, rests on his writings, which
for all their debt to Platonism and to Origen (from whom he took the notion that
the Devil and the damned would ultimately be saved) also exhibit original thought; it
seems to be he who first likened the Atonement to the baiting of the Devil with a
fishhook.
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®

II JANUARY
a.d. IIT Idus lanuarias D
Before noone, this daye declareth the nature of December, and after noone the nature of
November. (Lloyd)
( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Albania: Proclamation of the Republic Day
(1946)
Nepal: National Unity Day (in honour of King Prithvinarayan, 1773—s, who estab-
lished the kingdom)

Puerto Rico: De Hostos’ Birthday

¢ ANCIENT ROME This day was the festival of the water-nymph Juturna, being the
dedication-day of her temple in the Campus Martius; she also had a spring at the door
of the Capitol in the south-west corner of the Forum, water from which was used in
official sacrifices. Vergil made her the sister of Turnus, the excessively watlike champion
of native Italian resistance to Aeneas’ Trojans. It was also the first day of the Carmen-
talia, honouring the prophetic goddess of childbirth Carmentis, later made the mother
of Aeneas’ ally the Arcadian immigrant Evander, who ruled in Rome before it was

Rome; the second day of the festival was the 15th. Animal skins were taboo at her shrine.

¢ HOLY DAYS In Norway and Iceland this was St Brictiva’s day (brettemesse, Brattifu~
messa), though no one knew who she was; it was said that a farmer warned by his neigh-
bour that it was unlucky to work on Brettc's day retorted that Brette or no Brette he would
cart (brette) home a load of hay, ‘but on the way his horse hurt its foot’. The name also
took the form brykkesmesse or brokkesmesse, understood to mean that something would
break; this was sometimes interpreted as breaking up the Christmas leavings and
putting them into the pot, with the consequence that any leftover ale was to be
drunk up. In some places fresh ale was brewed, and a party held for friends and neigh-
bours.

On Old New Year’s Eve in Burghead, on the shore of the Moray Firth, near Elgin, the
ancient ceremony of the burning of ‘the Clavie takes place. A contraption made of a
tar-barrel and herring-cask attached with a large nail, filled with burning peat, is con-
structed, then carried through the town to a small hill, where it is placed on a pillar, al-
lowed to burn for half an hour, and then thrown down the hill, a mass of flame. All
scramble for the embers, which bring good luck.

On this day in 1859 was born George Nathaniel Curzon, viceroy of India, husband of
two American heiresses, foreign secretary, and first Marquess Curzon of Kedleston;
known from his bearing even in youth as ‘a most superior purzow, he once commented
on a proposed menu at Buckingham Palace that ‘Gentlemen do not take soup at
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luncheon'’. The seventeenth Eatl of Derby complained that Curzon made one feel ‘so
terribly plebeian’; nevertheless, as an able and intelligent man with a very creditable
record of achievement he was a candidate for the post of Prime Minister in 1923, but
George V, against the advice of his private secretary, chose Stanley Baldwin. His chief
reason was that Curzon was a peet, an argument seconded by the former Prime Minis-
ter Arthur Balfour, who regarded Curzon with a disdain manifested later that evening
at a house party (as reported by Blake, 213):

LADY. And will dear George be chosen?

BALFOUR. No, dear George will not.

LADY. Ob, I am so sorry. He will be terribly disappointed.

BALFOUR. I don't know. After all, even if he has lost the hope of glory he still pos-

sesses the means of Grace.

Grace Duggan was Curzon'’s second wife.

®

12 JANUARY

pridie Idus Lanuarias E

This daye being the twelfe, dooth foreshowe the nature and condition of the whole yeare, and dooth confirm
the eleven dayes going before. (Lloyd)

¢ HOLY DAYS Aelred of Rievaulx (CY); Benedict Biscop (CY commem.)

Aelred of Rievaulx (1109—66), a priest’s son from Hexham, whose name, also spelt Ailred’
and in many other ways, is a corruption of ‘/Ethelred’, spent his youth at the court of
David king of Scots (1124—53), who offered him a bishopric; preferring to be a monk,
he entered the Cistercian abbey of Rievaulx in the North Riding of Yorkshire, where
in 1147 he became abbot. By then, at St Bernard’s request, he had already written his
Speculum caritatis (‘Mirror of Charity”); his other works include a hagiography of Edward
the Confessor, at whose translation he was present (see *13 Oct.), and De spiritali amicitia,
a Christian recasting of Cicero’s dialogue on friendship. His sanctity is illustrated by
the stories that, as a boy, he predicted the death of a bad archbishop of York, and as an
old man near death, troubled with a cough, forgave a monk who threw him on the fire
for malingering. The RC feast-day is this day or 3 March.

Benedict Biscop (628—89); founder and first abbot of Wearmouth (674); founder of the
monastery of Jarrow (682). Patron of English Benedictines. He visited Rome six times,
returning with relics, liturgical books, sacred images, and the archcantor John, sent by
Pope Agatho (see *10 Jan.), who taught uncial script, and the order and manner of
singing, to monks throughout England. Biscop’s library was invaluable for Bede’s
studies. This day is also his RC memorial.
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Marguerite Bourgeoys, b. Troyes 1620, d. Montreal 1700, who played her part in the French
penetration of North America; in 1653 tutor to the children of the French garrison at
Ville-Marie (Montreal); in 1688 founded the Sceurs de la Congrégation de Notre-
Dame. Her life is exhibited with the utmost piety at the Chapelle Notre-Dame de Bon-
Secours in Old Montreal.

Tatiana, supposed deaconess at Rome and virgin martyr, ¢.230; much honoured in the
East, along with a St Eupraxia. The heroine of Pushkin’s Eugene Onegin is called Tatiana
(a lowly name in his day); her grotesque and fateful name-day party is described in ch. s.
(In the twentieth and twenty-first centuries her New Style day in Russia is 25 Jan.)

According to some calendars, it was on this day that the child Jesus returned from
Egypt.
In Norway counted midwinter, as halfway between 14 October and 14 April.

Old New Year’s Eve in Scarp. In the evening of this day, corresponding to Old Hog-
manay or New Year’s Eve in the nineteenth century, the boys of Scarp (in the Western
Isles of Scotland), having forgathered at a chosen house, would tour the island in pro-
cession; at each house, after the recitation of a traditional rhyme, they would beat a hide
by the fire and hold out bags for gifts of food (‘a little summer produce’, beagan de
thoradh an t-Sambraidh); the procession over, they would go back to feast, and to make
shinty sticks for a game to be played the next day (Old New Year’s Day). The rhyme in-
cluded a reference to an already obsolete custom of singeing a strip of skin from a
sheep’s breast as a charm against illness. The gitls of Scarp played no part in the Hog-
manay celebration; their great day was 12 November (Old Hallowe’en), which in turn
was no business of the boys.

C)
13 JANUARY

Ldus Innuariae F

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Norway: Tyvendedagen or tjugandedagen (‘twentieth
day’: end of Christmas season)
Sweden: Knut’s Day (end of Christmas season; see *7 Jan.)
Togo: National Liberation Day (coup of 1967)

¢ HoLY pays Hilary of Poitiers (CofE; RC, but on 14 Jan. 1602—1969); Kentigern
(RC Scotland; CY commen.); George Fox (CY commem.)

Hilary (c.315-¢:368), bishop of Poitiers; a convert to Christianity, he became bishop of
Poitiers ¢.353, championing orthodoxy against Arianism above all in his treatise De Trini~
tate. His name is derived from hilaris, ‘cheerful’, joyful’. Hilary Term at the University of
Oxford and the law courts begins about this time:
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This ioy, when God speakes peace to the Soule, giues end to all iarres, doubts, and differences,
ouercomes the wotld, non-sutes the deuill; and makes a man keepe Hillary Terme all his life.

Thomas Adams, Heaven Made Sure (Workes, 1630), 9os

Kentigern, alias Mungo, evangelist of Strathclyde and Cumbria, d. 612, reportedly at the
age of 185. We read that before his birth his mother Taneu was thrown off a cliff in a
wagon and set adrift in a coracle, and that when the ring bestowed by the queen of
Strathclyde upon her lover was retrieved by the king and thrown out to sea with the
command that she should find it within three days, one of Kentigern's monks dis-
covered it in a salmon. The latter tale is commemorated by the ring and the fish in the
arms of Glasgow.

Grorge Fox (1624—91), founder of the Society of Friends (Quakers). Son of a weaver, and
destined to be a shoemaker, in 1643 he left home, searching for enlightenment, and
gradually forming a conviction that an institutional church was irrelevant and that the
individual should seek truth by communing with God in his soul. Many joined with
him and were known as ‘Children of the Light’ or ‘Friends of the Truth’, suffering
petsecution because they refused to take oaths or pay tithes. After the Toleration Act of
1688 the movement spread widely.

Elian (6th c.), Welsh saint, one of many saints to whom a well is dedicated. Thomas Pen-
nant visited the well of St Elian in 1781

The well of St. Zlian, a parish not far from Liandrille in Caernarvonshire, has been in great repute
for the cures of all diseases, by means of the intercession of the saint; who was first invoked by
earnest prayers in the neighboring church. He was also applied to on less worthy occasions, and
made the instrument of discovering thieves, and of recovering stolen goods. Some repair to him
to imprecate their neighbors, and to request the saint to afflict with sudden death, or with some
great misfortune, any persons who may have offended them. The belief in this is still strong; for
three years have not elapsed since I was threatened by a fellow (who imagined I had injured him)
with the vengeance of St. Zlian, and a journey to his well to curse me with effect.

Pennant, Snowdon, 337
In Sweden and much of Norway, this was the end of the Christmas festivities, and
therefore took over St Knud from the 7th; a Norwegian variant of the rhyme cited on
his day is Tjugandedags-Knut jagar jula ut. If it snowed on Twentieth Day, there would be
twenty snowstorms before the beginning of summer on 14 April.

Feast of Fools. "The Feast of Fools, also known as Feast of Sticks, was variously celebrated
on this day, 1, 6, or 28 December; it was sometimes combined with the Feast of Asses,
also found on 14 January and at Christmas (in honour of the ass in the stable), at which
an ass was led into church to the conductus ‘Orientis partibus’. A Bishop (or even Pope)
of Fools was elected to celebrate mass and speak the blessing; the clergy sang bawdy
songs; the subdeacons ate sausages on the altar, diced, played cards, and put old shoes
and even excreta in the censer; after mass the congregation ran riot in the church, then
went into town on dung-carts from which they pelted the crowd. At Antibes, lay-
folk occupied the priest's seat, dressed in ragged vestments turned inside out, held the
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liturgical books upside down, recited gibberish, and made animal noises. The French
love of puns reinterpreted la féte des sous-diacres (‘the feast of the subdeacons”) as la féte des
saouls diacres (‘the feast of the drunken deacons”). This frolic was particularly character-
istic of northern France and the Low Countries, which did not observe carnival; at
Cambrai, where a medieval record notes that ‘today [13 Jan.] the hours of the Blessed
Mary are not said because of the Feast of Fools', it was still celebrated with the
cry ‘L’abbé boit’ in the nineteenth century. It was also known in England; Bishop
Grosseteste suppressed it at Lincoln Cathedral c1236, and in 1238 throughout the
diocese (its day being 1 Jan.), as ‘full of vanity and foul with pleasures, hateful to God
and delightful to devils’.

®

14 JANUARY
a.d. XIX Kalendas Februarias G

¢ HOLY DAYS

Felixc of Nola (d. 260), confessor, known for conversions and miracles. His cult was strong
from the fourth century, when the church dedicated to him at Nola became a place of
pilgrimage.
Mallard Day at All Souls College, Oxford. On this day, in the first year of every century
(hence last in 1901 and next in 2001), the fellows proceed by torchlight over the roof of
the Codrington Library in search of a mallard, supposedly discovered in a drain when
the college was founded in 1438, and singing a song in its honour. The full text, com-
bining the six stanzas recorded by the seventeenth-century antiquarian Antony Wood
with the refrain known from other sources, runs:

The Griffin, Bustard, Turkey, and Capon
Let other hungry mortals gape on,

And on their bones with stomachs fall hard,
But let All Souls men have the Mallard.

[Chorus)]
O by the blood of king Edward,
O by the blood of king Edward,
It was a swapping, swapping Mallard!

The Romans once admired a gander
More than they did their best Commander,
Because he saved, if some don't fool us,

The place named from the skull of Tolus.

The poets feigned Jove turned a Swan,
But let them prove it if they can;

To make’t appeare it’s not at all hard,
He was a swapping, swapping Mallard.
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Some stories strange are told, I trow,

By Baker, Holinshed, and Stow,

Of Cocks and Bulls and such queer things
That happened in the reigns of their kings.
He was swapping all from bill to eye,

He was swapping all from wing to thigh,
His swapping tool of generation
Outswapped all the wingéd nation.

Then let us drink and dance a galliard
In the remembrance of the Mallard,
And as the Mallard doth in pool,
Let’s dabble, dive, and duck in bowl.

However, the fourth and fifth stanzas were subsequently suppressed, or replaced by top-
ical satires; in the third stanza, “To make’t appeat’ has become the more euphonious As
for our proofs’. Which King Edward is intended is not known.

In Stuart times Mallard Night was an annual rite of passage in which the candidates
elected on or near All Souls Day the previous November became probationer fellows;
they were roused from their beds by the existing probationer fellows (who were about
to become full fellows) and led around the college. Since in those days fellows of
Oxford colleges were often no older than modern undergraduates, and tended to be-
have accordingly, it is not surprising that the first record of the ceremony should be an
indignant letter written in 1632 by the Archbishop of Canterbury, George Abbot, the
College Visitor, denouncing
the great outrage which, as I am informed, was the last year committed in your College, where,
although matters had formetly been carried with distemper, yet men did never break forth into
that intolerable liberty as to tear off the doors and gates which are the fences of the College, and
so to disquiet their neighbours as if it had been in a camp or town of war, to the great disgrace
of the government of that Univetsity. Civil men should never so far forget themselves under pre-
tence of a foolish Mallard as to do things barbarously unbecoming, from which I advise men

warily to abstain, lest otherwise they make themselves unworthy of any habitation in the house
of the Muses, which I forewarn will be the issue of those who hereafter transgress that way.

Burrows, 126—7

In 1658 the noise of Mallard Night alarmed the soldiers stationed in Oxford, who were
ready to force open the gate and put down the trouble. Later the mallard hunt was re-
stricted to the first year of the century; in other years fellows content themselves by
singing the song.

The Revd John Pointer, a learned antiquarian, was thought in the college to have im-
pugned the honour of this bird by calling it a goose in his Academia Oxoniensis of 1749;
in fact he was guilty of no more than supposing that goose and duck ‘may be both
rankd in the same Class’, but next year one of the fellows, Benjamin Buckler, published
anonymously a mock-learned squib, A Cotnplete Vindication of the Mallard of All-Souls College,
Against the injurious Suggestions of the Rev. Mr. Pointer, Rector of Slapton in the County of Northamp-~
ton and Diocese of Peterborough.

In a mounted and annotated copy of Antony Wood's History and Antiguity, vol. ii (now
Bodleian Library, MS Top. Oxon. c. 18, fo. 269"), Alderman William Fletcher of Oxford
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inserted the Tmpression of a Seal found by some Workmen in digging a drain, on the
site of All Souls College, eastward off of the Warden's Lodgings’; it dates from the thir-
teenth century, displaying the emblem of a griffin and the legend ‘S. Guill. Malardi
cl(er)ic, the seal of William Mallard, clerk. Burrows (pp. 436—7) saw in this a possible
origin for the tradition; indeed, it would account very well for the opening words of the
song, for while capon and bustard are attested at a college feast in 1618 and turkey had
been known for some time, not even the keenest gourmet could have dined on that

mythical bird the griffin.
In Armenia this day is Circumcision, being the octave of Christmas / Epiphany.

®
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a.d. XVIII Kalendas Februarias A

The Slug makes its appearance, and commences its depredations on garden plants and green wheat.
(Forster)

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Guatemala: Feast of Christ of Esquipulas, or
Black Christ Festival
Japan: Coming of Age Day (Seijin no Hi) (national holiday)
USA: Martin Luther King, Jt's Birthday (observed third Monday in January)

€ ANCIENT ROME The second day of the Carmentalia (see *u1 Jan.).

¢ HOLY DAYS

Paul the Hermit (d. c.345), also known as Paul of Thebes, hero of a romance by St Jerome
but otherwise unknown; said to be the first Christian hermit, having the honour of
being buried by Antony of Egypt (see *17 Jan.). He is represented in art with the two
lions who allegedly dug his grave; minor characters in the tale include centaurs, satyrs,
and a raven.

Ita (d. 570) founded a nunnery known in Old Irish as Cltain Creadail (‘holy meadow”)
at a site now called Cill Ide (‘Ita’s church”) or Killeedy, in Co. Limerick; the subject of
great veneration and many legends. She excelled in the care she lavished on her pupils,
but also (it was said) possessed second sight and could determine the outcome of a
battle by her prayers.
The Irish Free State, Saorstt Lireann, was established on this day in 1922, and was im-
mediately plunged into a civil war between those who accepted the treaty establishing

it and those who had wished to fight on.

Martin Luther King, Jr., civil rights leader, born 1929, murdered 1968. On 29 August
1963, during the campaign against racial segregation in the Southern states, he addressed



38 I5 JANUARY

American blacks who had marched on Washington in an inspirational and incantatory
speech with the refrain T have a dream’:

Ihave a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia the sons of former slaves and the sons
of former slave owners will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood. ..

I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be
judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character.

®
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a.d. XVII Kalendas Februarias B

¢ HOLY DAYS

Marcellus, bishop of Rome 306(2)—308(?), whose resistance to persecution accompanied
intolerance of those less intransigent than himself, yet who was later accused by
Donatists precisely of such weakness. Some scholars identify him with Marcellinus
(*26 Apr.), others suggest that Marcellus struck Marcellinus off the list of popes as an
apOState.

On this day in 1809, during the Peninsular War, an outnumbered British army under Sir
John Moore, having reached La Corufia in fighting retreat from a bold but unsuccess-
tul mission, beat off a French attack by Marshal Soult. Moore was killed in the action,
and buried by his officers immediately atter the battle; the army embarked safely.

The Burial of Sir Jobn Moore at Corunna

Not a drum was heard, not a funeral note,
As his corse to the rampart we hurried;
Not a soldier discharged his farewell shot

O’er the grave where our hero we buried.

‘We buried him darkly at dead of night,
The sods with our bayonets turning;
By the struggling moonbeam’s misty light,

And the lantern dimly burning.

No useless coffin enclosed his breast,
Not in sheet or in shroud we wound him;
But he lay like a warrior taking his rest,
‘With his martial cloak around him.

Few and short were the prayers we said,
And we spoke not a word of sorrow;

But we steadfastly gazed on the face that was dead,
And we bitterly thought of the morrow.

We thought, as we hollowed his narrow bed,
And smoothed down his lonely pillow,

That the foe and the stranger would tread o’er his head,
And we far away on the billow!
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Lightly they'll talk of the spirit that's gone,
And o’er his cold ashes upbraid him,—
But little he'll reck, if they let him sleep on
In the grave where a Briton has laid him.

But half of our heavy task was done,
When the clock struck the hour for retiring;
And we heard the distant and random gun
That the foe was sullenly firing,

Slowly and sadly we laid him down,
From the field of his fame fresh and gory;

‘We carved not a line, and we raised not a stone—

But we left him alone with his glory!
Chatles Wolfe (1791—1823)

If this poem were not memorial enough, a monument was raised to Moore by the

chivalry of Marshal Soult.

®
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a.d. XVI Kalendas Februarias C

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Philippines: Constitution Day (national holi-
day, commemorating ratification of the amended constitution in 1935)
Poland: Liberation Day (liberation of Warsaw from the Nazis by Soviet troops, 1945)

( HOLY DAYS Antony of Egypt, abbot (CY, RC)

Antony of Egypt (251356 ). According to a Life written by Athanasius (in order to claim
him for his own theological point of view), Antony lived in complete solitude from 286
to 306 and was assailed by a series of temptations, vividly depicted by later artists such
as Bosch and Grunewald. The Order of the Hospitallers of Saint Antony was founded
in his honour c1100, and Vienne, in the Dauphiné, which claimed his relics, became a
centre of pilgrimage in the Middle Ages. He was credited with curing visitors to his
shrine during an outbreak of erysipelas in 1089; the disease is consequently known as
‘St Antony’s fire’. He is commonly portrayed with a tau-cross (i.e. T-shaped), a bell, and
a pig; whence the phrase ‘tantony pig’ for the runt of a litter, or an obsequious follower;
‘tantony’ is also the smallest bell in a church tower. (For the reduction of ‘St’ to a ¢ at-
tached to the following vowel, cf. ‘tawdry’ from St Audrey, and the local pronunciation
of St Osyth in Essex as “Toozi’.) Having occupied his time in solitude with making bas-
kets, he is patron saint of basket-makers, and from having buried St Paul the Hermit
(see *15 Jan.), he is also patron saint of gravediggers. He is also patron saint of domestic
animals, who are blessed in church on his feast-day. In Italy some priests are so ob-
liging as to include automobiles, the modern beasts of burden.
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The Temptations of Saint Anthony

Off in the wilderness bare and level,
Anthony wrestled with the Devil.

Once he'd beaten the Devil down,
Anthonyd turn his eyes toward town
And leave his hermitage now and then
To come to grips with the souls of men.

Afterward, all the tales agree,
Wrestling the Devil seemed to be
Quite a relief to Anthony.

Phyllis McGinley (1905—78)

Sant’ Antonio gran fredura, Great cold on St Antony’s day,

San Lorenzo gran caldura, Great heat on St Laurence’s day:
L'uno e laltro poco dura. Neither lasts long,
(Venetian saying)

In Italy the Festa del Porco, where the slaughtering of the communal pig, carefully fattened
up throughout the year, leads to gargantuan feasts. In Milan and Padua, St Antony is
the patron saint of bakers; after blessing the animals the priest distributes a special
bread, the pane di Sant’Antonio.

The simile ‘like a tantony pig’, according to the London chronicler John Stow, arose
as follows:

The ofhicers charged with oversight of the markets in this city, did divers times take from the
market people, pigs starved, or otherwise unwholesome for man’s sustenance; these they slit in
the ear. One of the proctors for St. Anthony's tied a bell about the neck, and let it feed on the
dunghills; no man would hurt or take them up, but if any gave to them bread, or other feeding,
such would they know, watch for, and daily follow, whining till they had somewhat given them;
Whereupon was raised a proverb, ‘Such an one will follow such an one, and whine as it were an

Anthony pig.’ Stow, 195

In Greece, St Antony’s Day is often treated as the beginning of carnival season;
women begin visiting each other in the evenings, playing games and telling jokes of an
uninhibited nature.

Old Tawelfth Night

Ten years ago the old custom of Wassailing the apple trees in the tiny village of Carhampton
[Som,] was just celebrated by a famﬂy and their friends.Today, as for centuries, men with shot
guns go out into the orchard behind the village pub, and the trees are toasted in cider and are
urged, in song, to bring forth a good crop of apples. . .. Apples, hatfuls, capfuls, three bushel
bagfuls, And a little heap under the stairs’. . . Once the apple tree has been blessed, the evil spirits
and witches are warded off by firing shots through the boughs of the trees. Nowadays, the cus-
tom has become a popular entertainment for the commercially interested people in the South
West of England. There is the queue of photographers and television cameramen—and a few
hopeful preservationists. Englisb Dance and Song, 32 (1970), 138



18 JANUARY 41

®

18 JANUARY
a.d. XV Kalendas Februarias D
( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Pooh Day (birthday of A. A. Milne, 1882)

¢ HOLY DAYS Prisca (BCP)

Prisca, said to have been a Roman virgin martyred in AD 47, to whom a church on the
Aventine was dedicated by the fourth century; since the ninth she has been identified
with the Priscilla mentioned in Acts 18 as the wife of Aquila, Jews converted by Paul.

Athanasios and Cyril, patriarchs of Alexandria (Orth.; see *2 May; *27 June), honoured in
northern Greece by communal sacrifice of oxen and sheep, and individual sacrifice of a
cock. It is considered unlucky to start any work; women do not bake or sew.

St Peter’s Chair in Rome. A Frankish feast of Peter’s pastorate, instituted in the sixth or
seventh century, was later adopted in Rome, duplicating that on *22 February; in con-
sequence, his consecration at Antioch was celebrated on the latter and that at Rome on

18 January. The feast was suppressed in 1960, but some Anglican communities observe
the ‘Confession of St Petet’ on this day.
Francis Mortoft gives the following account of the ceremonies in Rome in 1659:

January the 7 [sic]. wee went to S Peters Church in y* Vattican where we saw another Ceremony;
on this Day it is held that S* Peter came first to Rome, for which cause, his Chaire, which stands
vpon an altar on y* left hand as one goes into y* Church, and was exposed to publicke view, where
all Persons that came into y* Church, were very Ambitious to haue their Beads and Chaplets
touch y* side of y* Chaire, which was two or 3 persons worke to doe from Morning to night. And
1 dare affirme truely, there were more Beads touchd y* side of y* Chaire this day then would load
a Cart,

There wete also, the more to Honour St Peter. about 25 Cardinals to heare Masse. and also
very excellent Musicke. made by at least 20 Eunuchs. whose voyces made such melody, that ones
eares receiued farr more contentment with hearing this Melodious and harmonious Musicke,

then one does with beholding St Peters pretended Chaire. Mortoft, fos. 46'—47*
Lady Morgan, in Lialy (1821), described the ceremony in St Peter’s as follows:

At the extremity of the great nave of St. Peter’s, behind the altar, and mounted upon a tribune
designed or ornamented by Michael Angelo, stands a sort of throne, composed of precious ma-
terials, and supported by four gigantic figures. A glory of seraphim, with groups of angels, sheds
a brilliant light upon its splendours. This throne enshrines the real, plain, worm-eaten wooden
chair, on which St. Peter, the prince of the Apostles, is said to have pontificated; more precious
than all the bronze, gold, and gems, with which it is hidden, not only from impious, but from
holy eyes, and which once only, in the flight of ages, was profaned by mortal inspection. The
Festa di Cattedra is one of the very few functions, as they are called (funzioni), celebrated in
St. Peter’s. The splendidly dressed troops that line its nave, the variety and richness of vestments
which clothe the various church and lay dignitaries, abbots, priests, canons, prelates, cardinals,

doctors, dragoons, senators, and grenadiers, which march in procession, complete, as they
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proceed up the vast space of this wondrous temple, a spectacle no whete to be equalled within
the pale of European civilization. In the midst of swords and crosiers, of halberds and crucifizes,
surrounded by banners, and bending under the glittering tiara of three-fold power, appears the
aged, feeble, and worn-out Pope, borne aloft on men's shoulders, in a chair of crimson and gold,
and environed by slaves (for such they look), who waft, from plumes of ostrich feathers mounted
on ivory wands, a cooling gale, to refresh his exhausted frame, too frail for the weight of such
honours. All fall prostrate, as he passes up the church to a small choir and throne, temporarily
erected beneath the chair of St Peter . . . A solemn setvice is then performed, hosannas arise, and
royal votarists and diplomatic devotees parade the church, with guards of honour and running
footmen, while English gentlemen and ladies mob and scramble, and crowd and bribe, and fight
their way to the best place they can obtain. Morgan, 1ii. 14—16

In Brussels, there was a vrouwenavond or veillée des dames when wives had the right to their

husbands’ company in bed.

Earliest possible date for Septuagesima when Easter falls on 22 March in a common
year.

C)
19 JANUARY

a.d. XIV Kalendas Februarias E

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES USA, Texas: Confederate Heroes Day (observed
on Robert E. Lee’s birthday)

¢ HOLY DAYS Waulfstan (CY)

Walfstan (c.1008—g5), Benedictine monk, bishop of Worcester from 1062. His entire
career was passed at Worcester, where he was master of the boys, then cantor, sacristan,
prior, and finally bishop. The first English bishop to have systematically visited his dio-
cese, he encouraged the building of churches. Under his direction the cathedral was re-
built, and he made Worcester a centre of learning. An early opponent of slavery, he
abolished the practice of sending slaves from Bristol to Viking Ireland. After the Noz-
man Conquest, overcoming Archbishop Lanfranc’s disdain for the English Church as
he found it (see *28 May), he was one of three Saxon bishops not to be deposed. The
RC commemorates him on this date as well.

Henrik (Henry), of English birth, came to Sweden with his compatriot Nicholas Break-
speat, cardinal bishop of Albano (later Pope Hadrian IV), and became bishop of Upp-
sala; he advised Erik IX, took part in his Finnish crusade of 1157, and preached the
Gospel. He was murdered in Finland on the frozen Koylisjarvi (jirvi = ‘lake”) by the
wicked heathen peasant Lalli, who resented his missionary work; ot, in another version,
the poor and quick-tempered peasant Lalli was provoked by the bishop’s excessive de-
mands for hospitality for himself and his retinue. He was buried in Nousis; his relics
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are in Turku Cathedral. He is patron saint of Finland, also honoured in Nordic coun-
tries and (through the Swedish connection) Poland.

Koud IV of Denmark was sometimes honoured on this day (see *1o0 July).

Earliest possible date for Septuagesima when Easter falls on 22 March in a leap year. In
Roman Catholic countries, and the Dutch provinces of Holland and Zeeland, this last
happened in 1136, in England and other Protestant countries in 1668; it will not happen
again till 2872, but the Orthodox, who still regulate the moveable feasts by the Julian
calendar, will keep their ‘Sunday of the Prodigal Son’ on 19 January OS (= 2 February
NS) 2200.

In the Coptic and Ethiopian churches, which use the Egyptian calendar as reformed by
Augustus, this day corresponds in three years out of four to the Julian Epiphany, and is
celebrated as the Baptism of Christ; the Christians of Egypt maintain the great festival
beside the Nile from which Epiphany first developed (see *6 Jan.). In Julian leap year,

the corresponding day is 2o January.

@
20 JANUARY

a.d. XIII Kalendas Februarias F

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Brazil (Rio de Jameiro): St Sebastian Day
(founding of Rio de Janeiro)
USA: Inauguration Day (beginning of term of newly elected President and Vice-
President, at noon)

¢ HOLY DAYS Fabian (BCP); Fabian and Sebastian (RC)

Fabian (d. 250), pope and martyr. Created pope in 236, despite being a layman, Fabian
was martyred under the persecution of Decius. He is buried in the basilica of St Sebas-
tian.

Sebastian, fourth-century Roman martyr whose fictitious Acts describe him as a soldier,
condemned to be killed by archers for protecting martyrs, an image that captured the
imagination of later painters. Nevertheless he survived his ordeal, was healed by St Cas-
tulus’ widow Irene, and was finally beaten to death with cudgels. His earliest cult was a
function of his status as a martyr and primarily limited to Rome; the first references to
him as a protector against the plague seem to date from the late eighth century, but his
cult became especially popular with the outbreak of the bubonic plague in 1348. Sebas-
tian is patron saint of archers and athletes, Italian town police, and also of Rio de
Janeiro.
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Traditional day in Norway for forming fishing crews.

St Agnies’ Eve

St. Agnes’ Eve—A, bitter chill it was!
The owl, for all his feathers, was a-cold;
The hate limpd trembling through the frozen grass,
And silent was the flock in woolly fold:
Numb wete the Beadsman's fingers, while he told
His rosary, and while his frosted breath,
Like pious incense from a censer old,
Seem'd taking flight for heaven, without a death,
Past the sweet Virgin's picture, while his prayer he saith . ..

John Keats (r795-1821), “The Eve of St. Agnes’

"Tis their only desire, if it may be done by art, to see their husbands picture in a glasse, they’le
give any thing to know when they shall be married, how many husbands they shall have, by Crom-~
nyomantia, a kind of Divination with onions laid on the altar on Christmas Eve, or by fasting on
S¢ Annes eve or night, to know who shall bee their first husband.

Robert Burton, Anatomy of Melancholy, III. . iii. 1

St. Agnes’ Fast is thus practised throughout Durham and Yorkshire. Two young gitls, each de-
sirous to dream about their future husbands, must abstain through the whole of St. Agnes’ Eve
from eating, drinking, or speaking, and must avoid even touching their lips with their fingers. At
night they are to make together their ‘dumb cake’, so called from the rigid silence which attends
its manufacture. Its ingredients (flour, salt, water, &c.) must be supplied in equal proportions by
their friends, who must also take equal shares in the baking and turning of the cake, and in draw-
ing it out of the oven. The mystic viand must next be divided into two equal portions, and each
gitl, taking her share, is to carry it upstairs, walking backwards all the time, and finally eat it and
jump into bed. Henderson, 70 (1866)

®
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a.d. XII Kalendas Februarias G

Sant Agnese,
El fredo va per le ciese (Venetian saying: “The chill passes through the hedges”)

¢ HOLY DAYS Agnes (CofE, RC)

Agnes, Roman virgin martyr 301, aged 13, patron saint of girls, alleged to have sung hymns
while the executioner was hacking at her neck. The similarity in sound between Agnes
and agnus led to an association with lambs, furthered by notions of sweetness and in-
nocence; in Rome lambs are presented on this day and blessed at her altar at Sant’
Agnese fuori le Mura, then cared for by the nuns of Santa Cecilia in Trastevere. Their
wool is used for the white cloth in the pallia granted to archbishops.
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Blessing of lambs in Rome by the Pope

Then commes in place saint Agnes day, which here in Germanie,

Is not so much esteemde, nor kept with such solemnitie:

But in the Popish Court it standes in passing hie degree,

As spring and head of wondrous gaine, and great commoditee.

For in saint Agnes Church upon this day while Masse they sing,
Two Lambes as white as snowe, the Nonnes do yearely use to bring:
And when the Agnus chaunted is, upon the aultar hie,

(For in this thing there hidden is a solemne mysterie)

They offer them. The servaunts of the Pope when this is done,

Do put them into Pasture good till shearing time be come.

Then other wooll they mingle with these holy fleeses twaine,
Whereof being sponne and drest, are made the Pals of passing gaine:
Three fingars commonly in bredth, and wrought in compasse so,
As on the Bishops shoulders well they round about may go.

These Pals thus on the shoulders set, both on the backe and brest,
Have labels hanging something lowe, the endes whereof are drest,
And typte with plates of weightie lead, and vesture blacke arayde,
And last of all to make an ende, with knots are surely stayde.

Naogeorgus, fos. 46'—47

A divination

On St Agnes Day. Take a Sprigg of Rosematy, and another of Time, sprinkle them with Urine
thrice; and in the Evening of this Day, put one into one Shooe, and the other into the other;
place your Shooes on each side your Beads-head, and going to Bed, say softly to your self:
St. Agnes, that's to Lovers kind, Come ease the Troubles of my Mind. Then take your Rest, hav-
ing said your Prayers; when you are asleep, you will dream of your Lover, and fancy you hear him
talk to you of Love. Aristotle’s Last Legacy, 50 (1711)

®

22 JANUARY

a.d. XI Kalendas Februarias A

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES New Zealand (Wellington): Anniversary Day
St Vincent: Discovery Day

¢ HOLY DAYS Vincent of Saragossa (CofE, RC; 11 Nov. Orth.)

Vincent of Saragossa or Zaragoza (d. 304), deacon and first Spanish martyr, widely vener-
ated in the Middle Ages. Readers of Prudentius would have learnt of a martyr who
underwent imprisonment, semi-starvation, being racked, grilled, cast into prison, and
clamped in stocks. He is portrayed as holding a palm or being roasted on a gridiron
(more usually associated with St Laurence). His relics, preserved at Cape St Vincent
from the eighth century, were translated to Lisbon in 1173, allegedly escorted up the
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Tagus by the two ravens represented on the city’s arms. He is patron saint of wine-
growers.

StVincent’s Day serves for weather-prognostication. Take a lighted resin torch up a high
hill, say the Portuguese: if the wind blows it out you will have a bumper crop and need
an extra hand, but if it burns the harvest will be poor and you will have to let a man go.
In Stavanger it was said that sun on his day betokened a good year; a French rhyme
stated that if his day was sunny and clear, there would be more wine than water.

@
23 JANUARY

a.d. X Kalendas Fbruarias B

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Bulgaria: Babin Den (Grandmother’s Day)

¢ HOLY DAYS Formerly Raymund of Pefiafort (see *7 Jan.)

Jobn the Almsgiver (¢.620), patriarch of Alexandria. Near-contemporary sources relate his
extraordinary generosity (made possible by a very wealthy see), towards not only the
poor but also refugees, victims of the sack of Jerusalem by the Persians, and individ-
uals, Christian or not. He founded hospitals and monasteries and crusaded against
corruption in city officials, reforming the system of weights and measures. He is patron

of the Knights of Malta.

Ildefonsus, archbishop of Toledo. In Mexican towns of which he is patron his feast is
celebrated with much enthusiasm; the most notable ritual is the chicken-race (carrera de
pollo), in which riders race in pairs, one rider in each pair trying to snatch a live chicken

from the other’s hand.

®
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a.d. IX Kalendas Februarias C

€ HOLY DAYS Francis de Sales (CY, RC); formerly Timothy (see *26 Jan.)

Francis de Sales (1567—1622), bishop of Geneva. Ordained priest in 1593, he undertook to
convert Calvinist adherents in the Chablais, surviving assassins and wolves. He was
appointed bishop of Geneva in 1602. Known for his gentle persuasion (more flies are
attracted by honey than by vinegar, he liked to say) though firm doctrine, he was the
author of a Treatise of the Love of God and an Introduction to the Devout Life, and contributed
to the revival of French Catholicism. Together with Jane Frances de Chantal he founded
the Order of the Visitation in 1610. His wotks were published in twenty-six volumes; in
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1923 Pope Pius XI named him patron saint of journalists and other writers; he is also
patron saint of the deaf. His feast-day was formerly 29 January.

The Great Frost of 1684 in London, as reported by John Evelyn under the date 24 Janu-
ary 1684:

The frost still continuing more & more severe, the Thames before London was planted with
bothes in formal streetes, as in a Citty, or Continual faire, all sorts of Trades & shops were fur-
nished, & full of Commodities, even to a Printing presse, where the People & Ladys tooke afansy
to have their names Printed & the day & yeare set downe, when printed on the Thames: This hu-
mour tooke so universaly, that ‘twas estimated the Printer gained five pound a day, for printing
a line onely, at six-pence a Name ... There was likewise Bull-baiting, Horse & Coach races,
Pupet-plays & interludes, Cookes & Tipling, & lewder places; so as it seemd to be a bacchana-
lia, Triumph or Carnoval on the Water, whilst it was a severe Judgement upon the Land: the Trees
not onely splitting as if lightning-strock, but Men & Cattell perishing in divers places, and the
very seas so locked up with yce, that no vessells could stirr out, or come in. The fowle, Fish &
birds, & all our exotique Plants & Greenes universaly perishing; many Parks of deere destroied,
& all sorts of fuell so deare that there were greate Contributions to preserve the poore alive; nor
was this severe weather much lesse intense in most parts of Europe even as far as Spaine, & the most
southern tracts: London, by reason of the excessive coldnesse of the aire, hindring the ascent of
the smoke, was so filld with the fuliginous steame of the Sea-Coale, that harcﬂy could one see
crosse the streete, & this ﬁuing the lungs with its grosse partides exceedingly obstructed the
breast, so as one could scarce breath: There was no water to be had from the Pipes & Engines,
nor could the Brewers, and divers other Tradesmen work, & every moment was full of disastrous
accidents &c: Evelyn, Diary, iv. 361-3

@
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a.d. VIII Kalendas Februarias D

¢ HOLY DAYS Conversion of St Paul (CofE, RC); Gregory of Nazianzus (Orth.)

Paul (d. ¢.65), apostle of the Gentiles. Saul, a Jew born in Tarsus, educated in Jerusalem
among the Pharisees, became a dedicated persecutor of Christians, and participated in
the stoning of St Stephen. On the road to Damascus, blinded by a sudden bright light,
he heard a voice saying: ‘Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? He answered: ‘Who art
thou, Lord? The Lord replied: T am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to
kick against the pricks’ (Acts g: 4—5). He recovered his vision after a visit from Ananias,
was baptized forthwith, and soon began to preach Christ. (See also *29 June.) This is a
purely Western feast; in early sources it is called ‘St Paul’s translation’. *Red-letier day.

In symbolic calendars (see II: *Calendars as Written Objects) this day is commonly
marked with a weapon, to signify that St Paul was martyred (though not on this day).
In Norway, where the weapon was frequently a bow, the peasants who saw this weapon
on their primestaves assumed he had wielded it himself, being a mighty warrior in the
morning and a saint in the afternoon.
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Gregory of Nazianzus (329—89), the Theologian, son of the bishop of Nazianzus in
Cappadocia; a great divine and eloquent preacher, who adopted the monastic life but
was ordained priest against his will and consecrated bishop first of a Cappadocian
village, then in 381 of Constantinople; after a few months he resigned, unequal to the
bitter church politics of the day. His writings include theological poems, in which the
thought is of considerably higher quality than the scansion. RC date formerly g May,

now 2 January.

Dwyn or Dwynwen (fl. ¢500), when sought in marriage by one Maelon, prayed to be free
of love, but on dreaming that he was turned to ice prayed that he should be thawed, that
all Jovers should either succeed or be cured, and that she herself should never wish to
wed. She took the veil; her church of Llanddwyn (Ynys Mén) became one of the rich-
est in medieval Wales from the offerings made at her shrine and at the well, where visi-
tors read their fortunes in the movements of the fish. Sick animals were brought for her
to cure, but her cult was greatest among lovers, for whom the bubbling of the well was
a favourable omen; her day became in Wales what St Valentine’s Day is in England.

Petrarch noted in his copy of Vergil (now among the treasures of the Biblioteca
Ambrosiana in Milan) that a sequence sung at mass on this day included lines in which

St Paul (implausibly for a Greek-speaker) visits the poet’s tomb:

Ad Maronis mausoleum Led to Vergil’s monument,
g
ductus fudit super eum he poured over him
P %

piae rorem lacrimae: the dew of a pitying tear;
‘Quem te’ inquit ‘reddidissem, ‘What a man should I have made you
si te vivum invenissem, had I found you alive,

poetarum maxime!’ greatest of poets!

A doe (and a buck on 29 June) was formerly offered at the high altar of St Paul’s on the
patronal feast-day:

In the Third year of King Edward the First Sir William le Baud Knight made a signal Grant to
the Dean and Canons of St. Pauls London, of a Doe yearly on the feast of the Conversion of
Saint Paul, and of a fat Buck upon the Commemoration of the same Saint, to be offered at the
high Altar in St. Pauls by the said Sit William and his household-family, and then to be disttib-

uted among the Canons resident. Blount, 105

At St Paul’s Chapel, the corner of Broadway and Fulton St., New York, the footpath
through the graveyard is reopened on the eve after two days’ closure to forestall a legal
right of way. The rector reads four verses of Ps. 68 and the whole of Ps. g1, then pro-
claims: ‘Open the gates that the people may enter in!

Weather proverbs
If the day of Saint Paule be cleere,
Then shall betide an happie yeare:
If it doe chaunce to snow or raine,

Then shall bee deare all kinde of graine,
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But if the winde then bee a loft,

‘Warres shall vex this realme full oft:

And if the cloudes make dark the Skie,
Both Neate and Fowle this yeere shall dye.

Erra Pater

Similar prognostications to Erra Pater’s are attested from France and Denmark. In
neatly all Scandinavia this day was said to presage both weather and harvest; it was far
more important than the Christmas predictions. In Norway, farmers gave themselves a
chance, during the short days of winter, by redefining their terms: St Paul’s day counted
as sunny if the sun shone long enough to harness and unharness a horse three times, or
if fair weather lasted long enough for the rider to mount or dismount.

Burns Night. Birthday of Robert Burns (1750—96). The celebrations were foreseen by
Burns himself, who on 7 December 1786 wrote to Gavin Hamilton, his early patron:

For my own affairs, I am in a fair way of becoming as eminent as Thomas a Kempis or John
Bunyan; and you may expect henceforth to see my birthday inserted among the wonderful events,
in the Poor Robin’s and Aberdeen Almanacks, along with the black Monday, & the battle of
Bothwel bridge. Burns, Letters, 1. 70

The evening is festively celebrated with haggis boiled together with tatties and neeps
(that is to say, potatoes and turnips), brought in to the sound of bagpipes and washed
down with whisky:

Also this small Oate-meale mixed with blood, and the liver of either Sheepe, Calfe or Swine,
maketh that pudden which is called the Haggas or Haggus, of whose goodnesse it is in vaine to
boast, because there is hardly to bee found a man that doth not affect them.

‘Of the excellency of Oates’, Markham, 222 (1623)

Fair fa’ your honest, sonsie face,
Great Chieftain o’ the Puddin-race!
Aboon them 2’ ye tak your place,
Painch, tripe, or thairm:
Weel are ye wordy of a grace
As lang’s my arm. . ..

Ye Pow’rs who mak mankind your care,
And dish them out their bill o’ fare,
Auld Scotland wants nae skinking ware
That jaups in luggies;
But, if ye wish her gratefu’ pray’,
Gie her a Haggis!
Robert Burns, “To a Haggis’
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a.d. VII Kalendas Februarias E

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Australia: Australia Day, commemorating the
landing of Captain Arthur Phillip with 11 ships carrying the first European
settlers, 1788. The national flag is formally raised; new citizens are officially wel-
comed. (National day; on this day if a Monday, otherwise first Monday there-
after.)

India: Basant Pancami or Republic Day (national holiday; anniversary of proclama-
tion of the Republic, 1950)

USA, Arkansas: Douglas MacArthur Day

Michigan: Admission Day (26th state, 1837)

¢ HOLY DAYS Timothy and Titus (CY, RC); formerly Polycarp in the West, now
*23 February as in the East

Timothy (d. 97), disciple and companion of Paul, bishop and martyr, stoned to death for
opposing a pagan festival. Feast-day formerly 24 January.

Titus (1st ¢.). Also a disciple and companion of Paul, later his secretary; he organized
the Church in Crete under Pauls direction, becoming its first bishop. Feast-day formetly
4 January, then 6 February.

Paula (347—404). Widowed at the age of 32 with five children, she found solace and

strength with a group of Roman women who were being instructed by St Jerome. Paula
became so devoted to him that she followed him to the Holy Land, where she founded
a monastery and a hostel for pilgrims. We owe much of the knowledge of her life to
Jerome himself, who admits shame at having rebuked her for her prodigal almsgiving.
She is buried in the Church of the Nativity at Nazareth. Paula is the patron saint of

widows.

®
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( ANCIENT ROME Dedication day in 484 Bc of temple of Castor and Pollux, the

Heavenly Twins, who had helped Rome to victory over the Latins twelve years earlier at
Lake Regillus.

( HOLY DAYs Translation of John Chrysostom (Orth.; see *13 Sept.); Angela Merici
(RC)
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Angela Merici (Angela of Brescia) (1474—1540), foundress of the Ursuline nuns. A Fran-
ciscan tertiary, in 1535 she formed an uncloistered sisterhood, named after St Ursula,

dedicated to teaching poor gitls. The Congregation was formalized in 1565.

Devota, executed under Diocletian; her remains were borne to Monoecus, now called
Monaco, where she is the patron saint of Monte Carlo.

Nino the llluminatrix (14 Jan. OS), said by her preaching and miracles to have converted
King Mirian III (284—361) of Kartli (eastern Georgia, also known as Iberia), in 334;
three years later he and his family were baptized, and Christianity was made the state
religion. Much in her written lives is legendary, but the conversion of the Iberian royal
family by a female slave was recorded by Rufinus c.402 on the information of a prom-

inent Iberian.

Sava Nemanji¢ (14 Jan. OS), the patron saint of Serbia; born in 1175 the son of the local
ruler Stevan Nemanja and baptized Rastko, he was appointed at the age of 15 provin-
cial governor of Hum (later called Hercegovina), but slipped away to become a monk
on Mount Athos, where he took the name of the great hermit-saint Sabas (see % Dec.).
His father, who had sent his soldiers after him too late, himself turned monk in 1196,
with the name Symeon; together they were granted authority by the emperor Alexius III
over the monastery of Hilandar, then being rebuilt for Serbian monks. Symeon died in
1199 and was canonized as a saint in 1207; Sava, by this time abbot of Studenica, to
which his relics had been translated, composed the office in his honour, and also wrote
his life. Thereafter he played an important part in every branch of national life, both
religious and secular; in 1219 he was consecrated archbishop at the head of an auto-
cephalous Serbian church, which he organized while also serving his brother Stevan, the
first crowned king of Serbia, on diplomatic missions. In 1229—30 he made a pilgrimage
to Palestine, to which he returned in 1234 after resigning his archbishopric; he died on
the way back at Tiirnovo as the guest of the Bulgarian Tsar. Ever since he has been the
most beloved saint of both Church and people: his footprints are still displayed, heal-
ing springs are named after him, and a modern poet has turned him into the lord of the
wolves, who symbolize the Serbian people as in pagan times; churchmen have summed
up the virtues of Serbian Orthodoxy in the term Svetosavlje, ‘St-Sava-ness’.

News of the Boston Tea Party reaches England:

Thursday, January 27th [1774]

Letters from Boston complain much of the taste of their fish being altered: Four or five hundred
chests of tea may have so contaminated the water in the harbour, that the fish may have con-
tracted a disorder not unlike the nervous complaints of the human body. Should this misfortune
extend itself as far as the banks of Newfoundland, our Spanish and Portugal fish trade may be
much affected by it. Public Advertiser, 27 Jan. 1774, quoted in Hampden, 16

On this day in 1945 the concentration camp at Auschwitz was liberated; on 3 January
1996 it was proclaimed in Germany an annual commemoration for the victims of

Nazism—unot a holiday, but a day on which schoolchildren should study the Holocaust.
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28 JANUARY

a.d. V Kalendas Februarias G

¢ HOLY DAYS Thomas Aquinas (CY, RC); James the Ascetic (Orth.)

Thomas Agquinas (c.1225—74), Dominican friar and theologian, the ‘Doctor Communis’
and the ‘Doctor Angelicus’. Determined to join the Dominicans after university study,
he was captured and imprisoned for a year by his parents, who objected to their son be-
coming a mendicant. Undeterred, he joined the Order in 1244, studying in Paris under
Albert the Great, who foresaw the future greatness of ‘the dumb Sicilian ox’. He pro-
gressed rapidly, becoming a lecturer in 1252 and a Master of Theology in 1256. From
these early years date his Commentary on the Sentences of Peter Lombard, the De ente
et essentia, and a number of commentaries on Aristotle and biblical commentaries. Re-
turning to Italy in 1259, he wrote the Summa contra Gentiles, applying Aristotelian argu-
ment to theology, and in his 4os began his great work, the Summa theologica. Though it
was left unfinished (after a revelation in 12772 he wrote no more), his vast output, largely
dictated to secretaries (with good reason, since his handwriting is nearly illegible),
remained immensely influential, and forms the basis of Roman Catholic theology.
Pius V named him a Doctor of the Church in 1567. In 1880 he was declared patron of
universities, colleges, and schools by Leo XIII, and is mote generally patron saint of
students and theologians. Feast-day formerly 7 March; moved in 1969 to avoid Lent.

James the Ascetic spent twenty yeats in a cave at a village called Porphyriane, in the course
of which he converted a harlot. One day a man brought his sister to be cured of de-
monic possession; James, having driven out the devils, seduced her, murdered her and
her brother, and threw their bodies into the river in order to conceal his crime. After
doing so, he was overwhelmed with remorse, and shut himself up in a tomb to weep
and pray. Eventually God took pity on him: when the land was smitten by drought, the
bishop, conducted by a dream, found James in his tomb and revealed that God willed
the penitent to pray for rain; when his prayer was answered, James perceived that God
had pardoned him, and practised rigorous austerities until he died.

On this day in 814 died Charlemagne, the mighty ruler who had zealously promoted
religion and learning throughout his reign; he was canonized in 1166 by Rainald of
Dassel, archbishop of Cologne, chancellor of the emperor Francis Barbarossa and
champion of the antipope Paschal I1I, but the cult did not become general.

Annual celebration in state of Jalisco (Mexico) of Battle of Zapopén (1873), in which
General Ramén Corona defeated the bandit Manuel Lozada.
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®

29 JANUARY

a.d. IITI Kalendas Februarias A
( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES USA, Kansas: Admission Day (34th state, 1861)

¢ HOLY DAYS Formerly St Francis de Sales (now *24 Jan.)

Gildas (c.500—¢.570), abbot. Born near the Clyde, he became a monk in South Wales, hav-
ing probably studied under St Illtud (see *6 Nov.). His De excidio Britanniae (‘On the rav-
age of Britain”) of c.540 inveighs against the current state of British society, a prey to
watlordism and disorder. He wrote forty-three years and one month after the siege of
‘Mount Badon’ (location disputed), which halted the Saxon advance; this was to become
in Welsh tradition King Arthur’s twelfth great victory, in which he carried the Cross on
his shoulders for three days and three nights, and personally slew g6o of the enemy in
a single charge, but Gildas neither mentions nor alludes to him. Believers in the legend
say that that is because Arthur (who fought fellow Britons as well as Saxons) had killed
his kindred; others prefer a simpler explanation. He states that despite the ruin of the
country those who bhad fought in the war maintained good order, but that it had broken
down under their successors: ‘Britain has kings, but they are tyrants; it has judges, but
they are cruel’; they plunder the innocent, defend the guilty, have many unfaithful wives,
swear many oaths but break them, and so on. Some thirty years later, the English were
able to break out of their areas of settlement and overrun most of what is now Eng-
land; Gildas by then was dead, having emigrated to Brittany, where he gave his name to
Saint-Gildas-de-Rhuys (Morbihan). He inspired a mass movement of monasticism,
not only in Britain; many of his houses later became Benedictine. Among fragments of
letters that he wrote on monastic matters, in one he declares that charity and a pure
heart are preferable to the asceticism of those who think their self-denials make them
superior to others; ‘death has come into them through the windows of their pride’. He
is also credited with a monastic rule (De paenitentia).

In some parts of Mexico a festival featuring Moorish dancers takes place on this day: a
mock battle between santiagueros, with St James’s banner and a flower in their hats, and
Moors, with a black banner, masks, and tin crowns; there is a didlogo with drum and
Sflautin.
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30 JANUARY
a.d. III Kalendas Februarias B
( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES USA, Kentucky: F. D. Roosevelt’s Birthday

¢ BOLY pAYs King Charles the Martyr (CY); The Three Great Hierarchs (Orth.);
Hippolytos (Orth,; see *13 Aug.)

King Charles the Martyr was executed on this day in 1649 after a show trial instituted by
the leaders of the New Model Army through a House of Commons purged of their
opponents. Convinced by bitter expetience not only that Charles would never sincerely
acquiesce in a constitutional monarchy or a church without bishops, but that he would
consider himself justified in making and breaking promises as might suit his purpose
of setting his various enemies off against one another, they were resolved, as a matter of
political necessity, to kill him; since execution without trial was repugnant, and there
was no basis in English law for trying him, they brought against him the newfangled
offence of treason against the Commonwealth of England, and declined to let him chal-
lenge the legality of their proceedings. The appearance of injustice was heightened by
the conduct of soldiers who blew smoke in his face and shouted ‘Justice’; in short,
Chatles, whose conduct as king had driven so many of his subjects to rebellion, was as-
sisted by his enemies in his campaign to present himself as a martyr. This part the
‘Royal Actor’, as Andrew Marvell called him, played to perfection:
He nothing common did or mean
Upon that memorable Scene:
But with his keener Eye
The Axes edge did try:
Nor calld the Gods with vulgar spight
To vindicate his helpless Right,
But bow'd his comely Head,
Down as upon a Bed.

‘An Horatian Ode upon Cromwel’s Return from Ireland’

The fast on this day instituted in 1660 (and also enacted by Virginia in 1662) was sup-
pressed in 1859; a lesser festival was reinstated in 1980, but without the solemn services
of earlier time, though CY provides a Collect.

30 Jan. 1661. Was the first Solemn Fast & day of humiliation to deplore the sinns which so long
had provoked God against this Afflicted Church & people: ordered by Purliament to be annualy
celebrated, to expiate the Gilt of the Execrable Murder of the late King Charles, our Viccar preach-
ing on 21. Deut: 7. 8 on which he made a very pious, & proper discourse.

Evelyn, Diary, iii. 269

The verses in question run: And they shall answer and say, Our hands have not shed this
blood, neither have our eyes seen it. Be merciful, O LORD, unto thy people Israel,
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whom thou hast redeemed, and lay not innocent blood unto thy people of Israel's
charge. And the blood shall be forgiven them.

30 [Jan. 1663]. 4 solemne Fast for the King’s murther. And we were forced to keep it more then we would
have done, having forgot to take any victuals into the house. Pepys, iv. 29

An American’s jaundiced view of the day at Exeter in 1778:

This being in Church of England language Chatles Martyrdom ’tis farcically observed as a fast
day. The Churches are open and setvice suitable to the solemn occasion read, to complete the
absurdity here the Cathedral pulpit was covered with black cloth, the tip staves Sword and mace
carried before the Maior in the same grim garb. Being desirous to hear what could be said on
this ridiculous occasion I attended but was agreeably disappointed, Chancellor Quick the
preacher gave the Audience a modest decent discourse from ‘Every Kingdom divided against itself is
brought to desolation. . . . To save appearances some of the shops are almost % darkened, Churches
are opened, in other respects like as on all other working days business is going on as usual,
streets are walked in, carts carriages &c running, Curwen, i. 428—9

Radicals indulged in the counter-observation of eating calf’s head at the tavern. A pam-
phlet published in a second edition in 1703 purports to give The Secret History of the Calves~
Head Club; or, the Republican unmask’d, with anniversary songs dating back to 1693. The 1713
edition describes a recent festivity:

an Axe was hung up in the Club-Room, and was reverenced as a principal Symbol in this Diabol-
ical Sacrament. Their Bill of Fare, was a large Dish of Calves-Heads, dressed several ways, by which
they represented the King and his Friends, who had sufferd in his Cause; a large Pike with a small
one in his Mouth, as an Emblem of Tyranny; a large Cod’s-Head, by which they pretended to rep-
resent the Person of the King singly; a Boar’s-Head with an Apple in its Mouth, to represent the
King, by this, as Beastial, as by their other Hieroglyphicks they had done Foolish and Tyranni-
cal. After the Repast was over, one of their Elders presented an Ikon Basiliks, which was with great
Solemnity burnd upon the Table, whilst the Anthems were singing. ‘Ward, 8

In chapter 14 of David Coppetfield, Dickens introduces the amiable Richard Babley, known
as ‘Mr. Dick’, whose attempts at recording his ill-treatment by his relations were con-
tinually foiled by his obsession with Charles I's execution, and his belief that some of
the trouble in the king’s head had been put into his own:

In fact, I found out afterwards that Mr. Dick had been for upwards of ten years endeavouring to
keep King Chatles the First out of the Memorial; but he had been constantly getting into it, and

was there now.

From this comes the phrase ‘King Chatles’s head’ to denote a topic to which a person

constantly returns for no discernible reason.

The Three Great Hierarchs SS Basil the Great (see *1 Jan.), Gregory the Theologian (see *25 Jan.), and
Jobn Chrysostom (Orth.) (see *13 Sept.); school and university holiday in Greece.

Baldhild or Bathildis, an Anglo-Sazon slavegirl who was sold into Frankland at the age
of s5; there she rose to marry King Clovis I of Neustria and Burgundy in 649. She bore
him three sons, who all became kings, and on his death in 657 acted as regent for the
eldest, Clothar III, in whose name she attempted to unite the two kingdoms with the
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aid of her formidable mayor of the palace, Ebroin. In order to consolidate their power,
they imposed churchmen loyal to themselves on sees previously occupied by local
grandees; this aroused much opposition, requiring (we are told) the execution of nine
bishops. Nevertheless, she is remembered as a saint, having formed important relation-
ships with leading ecclesiastics such as Ouen (*24 Aug.) and Philibert (*20 Aug.), and
founded the monastery of Corbie and the nunnery of Chelles, whereas Ebroin fulfils in
French history the same function that Penda of Mercia does in English, of conferring
sanctity on his victims (*20 Aug,, *17 Sept., *2 Oct.). Among these was Baldhild herself,
forced into retirement at Chelles ¢.665; her churchmen promptly joined Ebroin’s oppon-
ents (see *2 Oct.). She is portrayed as a crowned nun, ascending a ladder (échelle) from
Chelles to heaven; she should be considered as a suitable patron for the upwardly mobile.

On this day in 1540 (1539 English style) Evesham Abbey was dissolved; a monk wrote at
the end of the newly installed Great Bible:

Deposicio Sancti Egwyny Episcopi fuit tercio kalendas Ianuarii Anno Domini~ry [see *30 Dec. ]
et Translacio eius fuit quarto Idus Septembris [10 Sept.] Anno Domini 1039. And the yere of our
lorde 1539 the monastery of Evesham was suppressyd by kynge henry the viij, the xxxj yere of his
raygne the xxx day of Januer at evensonge tyme the covent beyng in the quere [choir ] at this verse:
Deposuit potentes [from the Magnificat: He hath put down the mighty from their seat] And
wold not suffur them to make an ende phillypp ballard beyng abbot at that tyme: and xxxv rely-
gius menne at that day a lyve in the seyde monastery. The steyres and the towre wer xj schore
yerdes in lenth the towre iiij and ten and the spyre vij*.

@
31 JANUARY

pridie Kalendas Februarias C

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Nauru: Independence Day (from Australia,
1968)

¢ HOLY DAYS John Bosco (RC, CY commem.)

Jobn Bosco (1815—88), founder of the Salesian Order. Having himself come from a very
poor family, he found his vocation ministering to working-class boys in Turin, eventu-
ally setting up a residence and providing training in various workshops. A parallel order
of nuns, Daughters of Our Lady, Help of Christians, was founded in 1872. Mexican
youth came under his protection in 1935, at the height of official anticlericalism. Pius
XII declared him patron of Catholic editors in 1946, and of Italian apprentices in 1958;
John XXTII extended his patronage to Colombian and Spanish apprentices.
Birth in 1830 of James G. Blaine, a leading figure in the Republican Party after the Civil
War and its defeated presidential candidate in 1884; he was described by a friend as ‘the
Plumed Knight' and by an enemy as ‘the Continental Liar from the State of Maine’.
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Eve of St Brigid (Ofche Fhéile Bride), in Irish tradition the last day of winter; also known as
Li na mBrideog (as it were, the Day of the Bridelets) from the little image of her set up
in the house.

St Bride’s Eve in Ireland

St. Bride’s Eve (that is, the afternoon and night of the day before St. Bride’s Feast Day), Brideéga
(that is, images of St. Bride bedecked with magnificent apparel) being cartied by the little gitls
of the town, as they go from door to door asking for halfpence, and getting them too, to make
a feast for themselves, just as the urchins have the wren holly-bush, on St. Stephen’s Day.

O’Sullivan, i. 217, 219 (1828)

No longer in the Roman calendar is the translation of St Mark, commemorating the
transfer (by theft) of the saint’s body from Alexandria to Venice in the early ninth cen-
tury. It was a major feast-day in Venice.



February fill-dike be it black or be it white
but if it be white it’s the better to like.

As the Day lengthens the Cold strengthens.

( NAMES FOR THE MONTH Latin Februarius, French février, Spanish febrero, Portuguese
Fevereiro, Italian febbraio, German Februar, older Feber, Welsh Chwefror, Scots Gaelic an
Gearran, Irish Feabbra

Februarius is derived from februa, ‘means of cleansing’, i.e. the purificatory and expiatory
rituals of the month; but Isidore of Seville, or some unknown source, invented a god
Februus, whom he equated with Pluto, god of the underworld; this new deity had quite
a career in medieval authors (see *2 Feb.). The rituals are appropriate to the last month
of the year, as is its shortness; moreover, before Julius Caesar’s reform it was the only
month with an even number of days (odd numbers being more auspicious; as Vergil put
it, numero deus impare gaudet, ‘God rejoices in the odd number”). It was also the month cut
short every few years for the addition of an embolism (see *23 Feb.).

Down to the nineteenth century February was also called Hornung in German, prop-
erly ‘the bastard begotten in the corner’, and therefore (according to folk wisdom) of
stunted growth; the Scots Gaelic name means ‘the gelding’, and an alternative Welsh
name is y mis bach, ‘the little month’. In Irish we also find M na Féile Bride, ‘the Month of
Bridget’s Feast’ (see *1 Feb.).

February, the shortest month of the year, is reputed to have the worst weather: ‘Feburier
le court, Est le pire de tout. Yet All the months in the year curse a fair Februeer’, for
rain and snow fill the reservoirs and ensure good crops: ‘A Welshman had rather see
his dam on her bier than see a fair Februeer’ and ‘Much February snow a fine summer
doth show. ‘The Shepheards, and vulgar people in South Wilts call Februarie Sowle-
grove: and have this proverbe of it: viz. Sowlegrove sil lew, February is seldome warme’

(Aubrey, 9).
Lent begins during February in any year in which Easter falls earlier than 17 April.

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

First Monday
USA, Delaware, Oregon: Lincoln’s Birthday
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Second Monday
USA, Arizona: Lincoln Day

Third Monday
USA: Presidents Day, commemorating birthdays of President Abraham Lincoln (12
Feb.) and President George Washington (22 Feb.) (public holiday)

Arizona: Washington Day

And lastly, came cold February, sitting
In an old wagon, for he could not ride;
Drawne of two fishes for the season fitting,
Which through the flood before did softly slyde
And swim away: yet had he by his side
His plough and harnesse fit to till the ground,
And tooles to prune the trees, before the pride
Of hasting Prime did make them burgein round:
So past the twelue Months forth, and their dew places found.
Spenset, The Faerie Queene, VIL vii. 43

It is now February, and the Sun is gotten up a Cocke-stride of his climbing, the Valleyes now are
painted white, and the brookes are full of water: the Frog goes to seeke out the Paddocke, and
the Crow and the Rooke begin to mislike their old Makes: forward Connies begin now to kin-
dle, and the fat grounds are not without Lambes: the Gardiner fals to sorting of his seeds, and
the Husbandman falls afresh to scowring of his Ploughshare: the Terme trauellers make the
Shooemakets haruest, and the Chaundlers cheese makes the chalke walke apace: The Fishmonger
sorts his wate against Lent: and a Lambe-skinne is good for a lame arme: the watets now alter
the nature of their softnes, and the soft earth is made stony hard: The Ayre is sharp and pier-
cing, and the winds blow cold: the Tauernes and the Innes seldome lack Guests, and the Ostler
knows how to gaine by his Hay: the hunting Horse is at the heeles of the Hound, while the
ambling Nagge carrieth the Physitian and his footcloth: the blood of Youth begins to spring,
and the honour of Art is gotten by Exercise: The trees a little begin to bud, and the sap begins
to rise vp out of the root: Physick now hath work among weake bodies, and the Apothecaries
drugges are very gainfull: There is hope of a better time not farre off, for this in it selfe is little
comfortable: and for the small pleasure that I find in it, I will thus briefly conclude of it: It is the
poor mans pick-purse, and the misers cut-throat, the enemy to pleasure, and the time of patience.
Farewell. Breton (1626)

In foreign countries, February is remarkable for its time of Carnival, whetein the Genius of
Good-cheer descends among his votaries, and stimulates them to continued exertions for the
honour of his reign. Then it is, that the veteran cook must prepare for a long and arduous cam-
paign. He must be as indomitable as another Chatles XIL, for he will have to stand under a hot
fire for thirty consecutive days. But then during the hissing of stew-pans and roast mutton, he is
permitted to cast a sheep’s eye towards Lent, wherein he will be comparatively at rest. February is
rich in excellent things, but we are sotry to say, that the demon EXCESS is then but too busy;—
not so much at family parties, as at those scourges of every domestic tie, club-dinners, which admit,
of course, the untender sex alone. It is then that Koenig Gous, and the feu Abbé Apoplex, make rapid
advances over our destinies, and happy is he who comes off without a token of their presence.

Yet how impossible, is it not, to resist the temptations to drive away the gloom of this season
of the year, by even extraordinary enjoyments of the table, when, with a sharp appetite, we be-
hold beef, veal, and ham, in their prime; game retaining its odour; and ducks, hens, chickens, and
pigeons, with geese at their head, crying out lustily for the spit and the stew-pan!



60 FEBRUARY

This is truly the month of dinners, indigestions, suppets, balls, fun and confectionery. In this
month, old, young, and middle-aged, all sup—a ball without a supper is a fiddle without catgut.
The true hero of this month is the HOG. He appears in all forms, and protean as he is, is the
admired of all beholders: en boudin, @ Vandouille, au cervelas, 4 la rezille de saucisse—and in a dozen other
disguises, is charming; in short, he is the most solid, and, at the same time, the tenderest of
friends! Gunter, 134—6 (1830)

®

I FEBRUARY
Kalendae Februariae D

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES USA: National Freedom Day, commemorating
Lincoln’s (legally immaterial) signature on the Thirteenth Amendment, abolish-
ing slavery, proposed by Congtress the day before; ratification was completed on
18 December

( ANCIENT ROME Juno Sospita (“Saviour’), goddess of Lanuvium, to whom Roman
consuls made annual sacrifice. Gitls took barley-cakes as offering to the sacred snake in
her grove; if it accepted them, their virginity was confirmed and the year’s fertility
assured. In the late Republic temples were built to her at Rome, which by Ovid’s day

were in ruins.

¢ zovry pAYs Brigid (RC Ireland; CY commem.); Ignatius of Antioch (RC before
1969; see *17 Oct.); Tryphon (Orth.)

Brigid (Brigit, Bridget, Bride, in modern Irish Brid, formerly Brighid) of Ireland
(d. c.525), abbess of Kildare. Brigid is one of the many saints of whose lives legend and
folklore have far more to say than history. Having become a nun at an early age, she
founded the monastery of Kildare (meaning ‘Church of the Oak’) for both sexes and
ran it with hospitable (one might say housewifely) compassion, changing her bath-water
into beer for the benefit of unexpected visitors, multiplying butter, and producing milk
three times a day from miraculously obliging cows (her emblem is a cow). Her name
means ‘the exalted one’, akin to the British tribal name Brigantes and the Welsh brenin,
‘king’. A twelfth-century martyrology calls her ard-ogh Erenn, ‘the high maid of Ireland’;
legend represents her as a rich man’s daughter, so supremely self-confident as to give
away his wealth to beggars without his consent. She was also a friend of learning, for
in her previous life she had been the Celtic goddess of art and wisdom whom Julius
Caesar equated with Minerva.

Brigid is revered as Ireland’s second patron saint; but until the late seventh century
her fame outstripped St Patrick’s. When in 680 St Wilfrid (*12 Oct.), exiled from
Northumbria but present at the Lateran synod of Pope Agatho (see *o Jan.), inserted
in its acts a profession of orthodoxy on behalf of all northern parts of Britain and
Ireland, he was recording a claim to metropolitan authority that the Irish needed to
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counter with alacrity; accordingly the hagiographer Cogitosus, finding a report that
Brigid had been consecrated bishop ‘by mistake’, substituted an equal partnership in
church government with the bishop to claim the metropolitanate of all Ireland for
Kildare. However, Armagh recalled what little it knew about its own founder St Patrick,
and wrote down a whole lot more, trumping a woman with a man, and a quasi-bishop
with a real one (in the process also asserting superiotity over the ‘Columban family’ of
houses dependent on Iona). Nevertheless, St Brigid retained an honoured place in the
new order, Patrick being said to have baptized her parents. She is the patron of dairy-
maids, poets, scholars, blacksmiths, and healers; St Bride’s in Fleet Street is the printers’
church. Over her holy well in the City of London was built a royal palace that under
Edward VI became a house of correction for vagrants (a serious social problem after
the dissolution of the monasteries) and unruly apprentices; from this has come the
generic name of ‘Bridewell’.

Her cult has so completely displaced the Old Irish festival of Imbolc (later spelt
Oimelc) that no memory of its ritual survived into medieval times, in contrast to the
other three season-markers (see *1 May, *1 Aug., *1 Nov.), only the conception of this
day as the first of spring, at which ewes were milked.

Tryphon, protector of vines and fields, killer of rats and caterpillars; his icons commonly
depict him with a pruning-knife. On his day, the vineyards and fields are sprinkled with
holy water and in some places blessed by the priest; in some places it is considered un-
lucky to work, or even to pick up a pruning-knife. The prohibition is reinforced with
the warning tale of a man who went to work on St Tryphon's day and came back hav-
ing cut off his nose. (Cf. PL 3.)

Candlemas Fve, formerly considered the last day of the Christmas revels. Poor Robin’s
Abnanack (1702) noted:

‘When once is come Candlemass day

Leave oft at Cards and Dice to play.
Candlemas Eve, not Twelfth Night, was of old the time to take down the holiday green-

ery. Robert Herrick (1591—1674) commemorated the ceremony as a time of renewal:

Ceremonies for Candlemasse Eve

Down with the Rosemary and Bayes,
Down with the Misleto;

In stead of Houy, now up-raise
The greener Box (for show).

The Holly hitherto did sway;
Let Box now domineere;
Untill the dancing Easter-day,
Or Easters Eve appeare.

Then youthfull Box which now hath grace,
Your houses to renew;

Grown old, surrender must his place,
Unto the crisped Yew.
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‘When Yew is out, then Birch comes in,
And many flowers beside;
Both of a fresh, and fragrant kinne
To honour Whitsontide.
Green Rushes then, and sweetest Bents,
With cooler Oken boughs;
Come in for comely ornaments,
To re-adorn the house.
Thus times do shift; each thing his turne do’s hold;

New things succeed, as former things grow old.

Even as late as the nineteenth century superstition attached to the failure to remove
every last twig:

If every remnant of Christinas decoration is not cleared out of church before Candlemas-day,
there will be a death that year in the family occupying the pew where a leaf or berry is left. An
old lady (now dead) whom I knew, was so persuaded of the truth of this superstition, that she
would not be contented to leave the clearing of her pew to the constituted authorities, but used
to send her servant on Candlemas-eve to see that her own seat at any rate was thoroughly freed

from danger. Chambers (13 July)

®

2 FEBRUARY

a.d. IIII Nonas Februarias E

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Scotland: Candlemas Term Day (till 19g0)
USA and Canada: Groundhog Day
Candlemas Day

¢ HOLY DAYs Purification of the Blessed Virgin (BCP); Presentation of the Lord
(RC); Presentation of Christ in the Temple (CY); Meeting of Our Lord (Orth.);
red-letter day

In accordance with Mosaic law Mary came to the Temple forty days (inclusively reck-
oned) after bearing Jesus both to be purified and to present him, as a male firstborn, to
the Lord (Luke 2: 22 f£.). The commemoration began ¢.350 at Jerusalem, where it took
place on 14 February, the fortieth day of Epiphany, combining Christ’s Nativity and
Baptism (see *6 Jan.), as still in Armenia; in 542, after the end of a plague, the emperor
Justinian proclaimed it for 2 February, the fortieth day of the separate Christmas, in
honour of the Christ child’s encounter (in Greek Hypapantz) with Simeon and Anna.
This remains its significance in the East; but when it spread to the West it was under-
stood as the Purification of the Virgin and, like the other great Marian feasts of An-
nundiation (*25 Mar.), Dormition or Assumption (*15 Aug.), and Nativity (*8 Sept.),
was enriched by Pope Sergius I (687—701) with a solemn procession. More recently em-
phasis has shifted to the Presentation, as the churching of women—their ceremonial
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readmission to church after childbirth—fell into disuse; the name of Presentation, not
in itself new, was given official preference in both RC and CofE.

The popular name, however, still recognized in CY, is neither Purification nor Pre-
sentation but Candlemas (Latin Candelaria, French Chandeleur, German Lichtmesse, Irish
Féile Muire na geoinneal), from the candles carried during the procession and blessed to
commemorate Simeon'’s description of the child Jesus as ‘a light to lighten the Gentiles’
(Luke 2: 32 from Isa. 42: 6); his canticle, the Nunc Dimittis, is sung during the proces-
sion around church before Mass. Preachers likened the wax, wick, and flames to Jesus’
body, soul, and Godhead. The blessing was supposed to confer on the candles the power
of warding off evil; even in the twentieth-century USA a maid asked her mistress one
stormy Candlemas for permission to light a candle, which, having been blessed in
church, would preserve her against harm (Douglas, American Book of Days). In pre-
Reformation England women often carried lighted tapers at their churching; but the
blessing of candles was forbidden on 6 February 1548 by proclamation of the Protest-
ant Edward V1.

Catherine de’ Ricci (1522—90). Born to a prominent Florentine family, she entered the
Dominican convent at Prato at age 13, becoming prioress in 1552. During Lent in 1542
she began having ecstasies every week from noon on Thursday to 4 p.m. on Friday in
which she recreated the events of the Passion; this went on for twelve years and caused
great comment. At her urging, earnest prayers by the sisters finally brought the ecstasies
to an end. Famed for her holiness and wisdom, she was visited by many, high and low,
and corresponded with St Philip Neri (*26 May).

Candlemas Day. Many Christian feasts coincide with pagan ones, sometimes accidentally,
sometimes deliberately, in an effort to suppress them. Starting from Bede’s assertion
that Candlemas was a Christian transformation of the month’s pagan rituals, medieval
writers invented a goddess Februa, mother of Mars, honoured by a torchlight parade
that was changed for the better by Pope Sergius; or as Thomas Becon, The Reliques of Rotme
(London, 1563), has it (fo. 164"): ‘Pope Sergius, otherwise called, Pope Swinesnoute,
commaunded, y* al the people shuld go on procession upon Candelmasse day, and cary
candels about with them brenning in their handes. Alas, Pope Swinesnout was not
Sergius I, the institutor of this procession, but Sergius IV (1009—12), the cobbler’s son
Peter, nicknamed Bocca di Porco, who on being elected Pope changed his name from Peter
to Sergius so as not to claim equality with the Prince of the Apostles (see *19 Apr.). An-
other fiction related this day to the abduction of Ceres’ daughter Proserpine by Pluto,
or ‘Februus’, through recollection of the torches used in searching for her. In fact, the
Romans honoured Ceres not in February but in April; we may suspect a learned fantasy
based on a false association with cereus, ‘wax taper’, and Ovid’s story that at the Cerialia
(*19 Apr.) foxes were let loose with burning torches tied to them. More recent writers
have suggested that the feast was intended to supplant the Lupercalia on *15 February.
Candlemas is particularly rich in weather proverbs. It is widely believed that a fine
Candlemas portends a prolongation of winter, a rainy one an early spring. This belief
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is found as far east as Crete, though elsewhere in the Greek world the Swithun principle
applies: as the weather is on Hypapante, so it will be for the next forty days, or at least
till the end of February. The day is known as the Miller's Holiday, Miliarghotisa: the
windmills stand idle, and in Crete it is said they will refuse to turn even if the miller
tries to start them.

John Skelton alluded to the custom of weather prediction in 1523: ‘How men were
wonte for to discerne | By candlemes day, what wedder shuld holde. From Whitby in
Yorkshire comes:

If Cannlemas day be lound and fair,

yaw hawf o’ t wintet's to come and mait;
if Cannlemas day be murk an’ foul,

haw hawf o’ t’ wintet’s geean at Yule.

In Germany it was said that the shepherd would rather see the wolf enter his stable
on Candlemas Day than the sun.

Groundhog Day. In the United States, a German belief about the badger (applied in
Switzetland to the wolf) has been transferred to the woodchuck, better known as the
groundhog: on Candlemas he breaks his hibernation in order to observe the weather; if
he can see his shadow he returns to his slumbers for six weeks, but if it rains he stays
up and about, since winter will soon be over. This has earned Candlemas the name of
‘Groundhog Day’. In Quarryville, Lancaster County, Pa., a Slumbering Groundhog
Lodge was formed, whose members, wearing silk hats and carrying canes, went out in
search of a groundhog burrow; on finding one they watched its inhabitant’s conduct
and reported back. Of twenty observations recorded, eight prognostications proved
true, seven false, and five were indeterminate. The ritual is now carried on at Punx-
sutawney, Pa., where the weather prophet has been named Punxsutawney Phil.

Snowdrops begin to come up about Candlemas, a harbinger of the eatly spring.

On the Snowdrop

Already now the Snowdrop dares appear,
The first pale blossom of the unripened year:
As Flora’s breath, by some transforming powet,
Had changed an icicle into a flower:
Its name and hue the scentless plant retains
And Winter lingers in its icy veins.

Anna Laetitia Barbauld (1743-1825)

Candlemas was formerly a Scottish term day, kept of old with much gaiety, including a
football match; since 1990 it has been displaced to the 28th.
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a.d. III Nonas Februarias F

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Japan: Setsubun (‘Season-boundary’; last day of
winter)
Switzerland: Homstrom; end of winter

¢ HOLY DAYS Blaise (BCP, RC); Ansgar (CY, RC)

Blaise (Blasius), possibly bishop of Sebaste (Sivas) in Armenia, martyred c.316. Till the
eleventh century he was culted on the 15th, but he was moved to the day after Candle-
mas because, while in prison for his faith, he was said to have been given food and light
by the mother of a boy whose life he had saved by removing a fishbone stuck in his
throat; the blessing of St Blaise (recorded in modern times) consists of placing two can-
dles (gifts of the boy’s mother) against a sote throat. In addition, he is said to have
healed and blessed sick animals while hiding in a cave to escape persecution. He is also
invoked against wolves, having forced a wolf to return a pig he bad snatched from a
poor widow. One of the Fourteen Auxiliary Saints.

It is said that his tortures included laceration with iron combs; hence his emblem is
the wool-comb, and he is patron of wool-combers. One town in Italy, Taranta Peligna
in Abruzzo, still celebrates his memory annually by making ‘panicelle di San Biagio’,
which are stamped with the image of St Blaise, the child whose throat he cured, and the
mother. The production of the bread is a four-day affair, ending on the saint’s day when
throats are anointed with oil by the priest, and the bread (by then largely inedible) is
handed out at the door.

A charm to extract items from throats:

Hold the diseased party by the throat, and pronounce these words, Blaise the martyr and servant
of Christ commands thee to pass up and down.

Advice on sore throats from The Kalendar of Shepheards (1604, ):

Good for the throat: Honey, sugar, butter with a little salt, liquorice, to sup soft eggs, hyssop, a
mean manner of eating and drinking, and sugar candy. Evil for the throat: Mustard, much lying
on the breast, peppet, anget, things roasted, lechery, much working, too much rest, much drink,
smoke of incense, old cheese and all sour things are naughty for the throat.

In Lombardy a more pleasant and much more readily available concoction is at hand
on St Blaise’s Day. Eating a slice of panettone is firmly believed to protect against a sore
throat. All Christmas panettone being long gone, or too stale, the bakers have obligingly
responded to the demand and the shops are full of the festive bread.

Among the Orthodox (who cult St Blaise on *u1 Feb.), this day is the Synaxis of Simeon
the God-Receiver and Anna the Prophetess; since in modern Greek Simeén suggests the
verb simiéno, T mark’, pregnant women in Greece avoid actions (such as use of sharp or

edged tools) that may mark the child.
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Anspar (Anskar) (801—65). Born in northern France near Amiens, after professing as a
Benedictine, he was sent to Saxony and then brought to Denmark by King Harald T
(himself baptized in 826) to convert the heathens. At first archbishop of Hamburg, his
responsibility eventually extended from northern Germany to Sweden and Norway. His
early successes in conversion did not withstand pagan invasions from the north. In 1914
he was named patron of Denmark (then including Iceland) and of Germany.

Werburg (Werburga, Werburgh), daughter of Wulfhere, King of Mercia, became a nun
at Ely; subsequently she founded nunneries herself. She died c.700 at Trentham in
Shropshire, but her relics were translated to Chester (see *21 June), of which she is the
Ppatron.

®

4 FEBRUARY

pridie Nonas Februarias G

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Sri Lanka: Independence Commemoration Day
(from Great Britain, 1948)

¢ HOLY DAYS Gilbert of Sempringham (CY commem.)

Gilbert of Sempringbam, son of a Norman knight called Jocelyn and an unnamed English
mother, founder of the only religious order to originate in England, the Gilbertine
Order, at first for nuns, to whom were successively added lay sisters, lay brethren, and
canons regular. The two sexes lived in separate enclosures with a sealed window between
them, and used a common church with two aisles separated by a wall running from west
to east. Having seen his Order through a crisis precipitated by lay brethren rebelling
against their harsh conditions, he died on 4 February 1189, over 100 years old; canon-
ization by Pope Innocent III followed in 1202 according to the new procedure of rig-
orous papal inquiry. The Order spread over the diocese of Lincoln, but not much
outside it; a Scottish foundation failed, an invitation to Rome was languidly received.
In consequence the Order, in steady decline after the Black Death, had no foreign
branches to perpetuate its existence after the Dissolution of the Monasteries. The RC
Church commemorates him on this day as well.

Veronica, legendary possessor of a towel bearing the face of Christ. Her name is a cor-
ruption of ‘Berenice’, the name bestowed by legend on the woman with an issue of
blood cured at Capernaum (see *12 July); the story was blended in the West with that
of the mandelion bearing an image ‘not made by hands’ supposedly sent to King AbgarV
at Edessa (see *16 Aug.). Further legends were created, as that Veronica was dissatisfied
with the portrait of Christ she had commissioned from a painter (some said St Luke),
till Christ Himself appeared and imprinted His face on the canvas, which she then used
to heal the emperor Tiberius of a grave sickness (in the oldest version, she is said to have
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painted the image herself). The most familiar story, however, is that she offered Him her
veil as a towel on the way to the Crucifixion; the imprinted veil was itself called veronica
(in English ‘vernicle’; the name was observed to be an anagram of vera icon, ‘true image”).
From the eighth century an image of Christ as on a cloth was kept at the Oratory of
Sancta Maria ad Praesepe at Rome. In 1216 the vernicle, later transferred to St Peter’s,
was authenticated, and an office of the Holy Face instituted; among its later devotees
was Pope Alexander VI, who though a debauchee was by no means the atheist he is com-
monly taken for. It was lost in the sack of 1527, but recovered in the following year.

Michel de Montaigne, in Rome during Holy Week in 1581, was present at an unveiling
of the relic at St Peter’s:

This is a countenance wrought in needlework, of a dark and sombre tint, and framed after the
fashion of a mitror. It is shown with great cerernony from a high pulpit, five or six paces in width,
and the priest who holds it wears on his hands red gloves, while two or three other ptiests assist
him in displaying it. No spectacle provokes such great show of reverence as this, the people all
prostrate themselves on the ground, the greater part of them weeping and uttering cries of pity.
A woman, whom they declared to be possessed, made a great uproar at the sight of this effigy,
and began to screech, and twist her arms, and throw them about. . .. This display is made sev-
eral times during the day, and the crowd which comes to witness the same is so vast that, as far
as the eye can reach from the pulpit aforesaid outside the church, there is nought to be seen but
an endless crowd of men and women. Here is the true papal court; the pomp of Rome and its
chief grandeur lies in the outward show of religion: and it is a fine sight in these days, this un-
bounded ardour of the people for their faith. Montaigne, Journdl, ii. 150

Hrabanus Maurus, d. 856; the epithet Maurus, ‘Black’, was bestowed on him by Alcuin,
whose favourite pupil he was, to match his name, ‘Raven’. Having returned to teach at
the Benedictine monastery of Fulda, he became its abbot in 822, and made it one of the
greatest schools in Europe, becoming known as the instructor of Germany (praeceptor
Germaniae); his pupils included the poet and theologian Walahfrid Strabo, abbot of
Reichenau, the theologian and collector of classical manuscripts Servatus Lupus, abbot
of Ferriéres, and Otfried of Weissenburg, who composed an Old High German poem
on the Gospel narrative. Hrabanus himself wrote many works of instruction, chief
amongst them a twenty-two-volume encyclopedia, De rerum naturis (‘On the Natures of
Things”), together with poems perhaps including the hymn “Veni creator spiritus’. At
the turn of the century Fulda had possessed only thirty-five manuscripts; by the time
Hrabanus had been driven to resign his abbacy in 842 for backing the wrong side in a
struggle for the throne, the number was approaching 2,000, including texts in the ver-
nacular. Having made his peace with the emperor, Hrabanus was created archbishop of
Mainz in 847; in that capacity he held three important synods. In 1515 his remains were
brought to Halle; but his more important relics, the books of the Fulda library, were
mostly scattered in the sixteenth century or destroyed in the Thirty Years War.

On this day in 1475 died the papal librarian Giovanni Andrea Bussi, known in Latin as
Joannes Andreas de Buxis (b. Vigevano, 24 July 1417). A learned man, he won the favour
of successive popes, who unfortunately rewarded him with nominations to dignities
that the powertul Sforza dukes of Milan were determined to reserve for their own sup-
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porters; unable to take possession, and therefore to enjoy the income, he was so short
of money that he could not (he tells us) even afford a shave, despite becoming secretary
to the scholarly philosopher Cardinal Nicholas Cusanus. His poverty made him quick
to exploit the possibility afforded by the printing press of mass-producing classical and
ecclesiastical Latin texts, and translations from the Greek. To be sure, the accuracy of
the texts (taken from whatever manuscripts were closest to hand), as in other early edi-
tions, often leaves much to be desired; this afforded an excuse for rival scholars to de-
plore his commercial enterprise. Nevertheless, Bussi saw and met a need; the
bibliographies of several Latin authors record his edition as the first, for which he well
deserves his tomb north of the door of San Pietro in Vincoli, across the north-west cor-
ner from Cusanus.

This is the earliest date on which Ash Wednesday, beginning the Western Lent, can fall,

when Easter is on 22 March.

®
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Nonae Februariae A

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Finland: Runeberg’s Day (birthday of Johan
Ludvig Runeberg, national poet of Finland)
Mexico: Constitution Day (of 1857 and 1917); Felipe de Jests, patron saint of Mex-
ico City

¢ ANCIENT ROME Dedication-day of the temple on the Capitol vowed to Concordia
in 218 Bc by the praetor Lucius Manlius after he had crushed a mutiny and dedicated
two years later; it overlooked her other temple in the Forum (see *22 July). Long after-
wards, when civil war had been narrowly avoided, emperors would strike coins pro-
claiming the Concord of the Armies, concordia exercituum, perhaps in the hope of
inspiring it among the soldiers paid with them.

¢ HOLY DAYs Agatha (BCP,RC)

Agatha (date unknown), virgin martyr at Catania in Sicily. One of the many martyrs who
preferred death to seduction or marriage, her legendary fate, after suffering beating, the
rack, and fire, was to have her breasts cut off. She is often portrayed with her two breasts
on a platter, which, resembling bells, have caused her to be adopted as patron by bell-
founders. She is invoked against diseases of the breast and is also patron of firefighters;
her veil is imprudently asserted to protect Catania from earthquakes and eruptions of
Mount Etna.

Saint Agatha defendes thy house, from fire and fearefull flame,
But when it burnes, in armour all doth Flotian quench the same.

Naogeorgus, fo. 38" (see also ¥4 May)
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An Italian sweet, called Virgins’ cakes, puts Don Fabrizio in mind of St Agatha:

He disdained the drinks table, glittering with vessels of crystal and silver on the right, and turned
left towards the sweet table. Huge babas the colour of bay hotses, like so many Mont Blancs with
a snow-cap of whipped cream; beignets Dauphine speckled white from almonds and green from pis-
tachio, hillocks of chocolate profiteroles, brown and rich as the top soil of the Catanian plain
from which, indeed, by a long circuitous route they had come, pink patfaits [water-ices], cham-
pagne parfaits, dark parfaits that split open with a crackle as the spatula sliced them, airs for violin
in the major of crystallized cherties, acid notes of yellow pineapples, and “Triumphs of Glut-
tony, with the thick green of ground pistachios, and indecent ‘Virgins’ cakes’. Don Fabtizio
asked for two of these, and as he held them on his plate he looked like a profane caricature of
Saint Agatha displaying her own sliced-off breasts. “Why ever didnt the Holy Office forbid these
sweets when it had the chance? “Triumphs of gluttony” (gluttony, a mortal sin!), Saint Agatha’s
breasts sold by convents, devoured at dances. Bah!’

Giuseppe Tomasi di Lampedusa, Il gattapardo (The Leopard)

American Baptists celebrate the arrival in the New World of Roger Williams, who with
four companions was subsequently expelled from Massachusetts and settled in Rhode
Island; the five families formed the first Baptist community there.

C)
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a.d. VIII Idus Februarias B

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES New Zealand: Waitangi Day (signing of Treaty
of Waitangi, 1840, between the Maori and European settlers)
USA, Arizona: Arbor Day

Accession of HM Queen Elizabeth II, 1952; red-letter day; the Union flag is flown

¢ HOLY DAYS Paul Miki and companions (RC; CY commem. ‘Martyrs of Japan');
formerly St Titus (now *26 Jan.)

Paul Miki and companions (d. 1597), first martyrs of the Far East. Miki, a Japanese Jesuit
priest and prominent preacher, and his twenty-six companions, Jesuits, Spanish Fran-
ciscans, and laymen, were crucified during the persecution of Christians by the shogun
Hideyoshi.

Dorothy, martyred at Caesarea in Cappadocia (Kayseri) c.310. According to legend, on her
way to be executed she was jeered by the lawyer Theophilus, who asked her to send him
some fruits and flowers from paradise when she got there. To his shocked surprise, an
angel brought him a basket containing three apples and three roses, whereupon he con-
verted and was also martyred.
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a.d. VII Idus Februarias C

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Grenada: Independence Day (from Great
Britain, 1974)

¢ HOLY DAYS

Mel (formerly on 6 Feb.). Bishop of Ardagh, he was a disciple, possibly a nephew, of
St Patrick, by whom he was consecrated. He died c.490.

Richard of England, said to have died at Lucca in 720 on a pilgrimage to Rome; relics were
brought to Eichstidt c.1154. By the tenth century he had been wrongly supposed a king
of the Anglo-Saxons, though even the name seems strange for pre-Norman England.
For his children, see *25 February, *7 July, and *15 December.

The Great Frost of 1814 came to an end on this day. By then one of the traditions when
the River Thames froze was to set up printing shops on the ice. The publisher of
Frostiana kept a running account of the daily activities, printing up the book on the day
the ice started to thaw:

Tuesday, Feb. .—The floating masses of ice with which we have already stated the Thames to
be covered, having been stopped by London Bridge, now assumed the shape of a solid surface
over that part of the river which extends from Blackfriars’ Bridge to some distance below Three
Crane Stairs, at the bottom of Queen-street, Cheapside. The watermen taking advantage of this
citcumstance, placed notices at the end of all the streets leading to the city side of the tiver, an-
nouncing a safe footway over the river, which, as might be expected, attracted immense crowds
to witness so novel a scene. Many were induced to venture on the ice, and the example thus
afforded, soon led thousands to perambulate the rugged plain, where a variety of amusements
were prepared for their entertainment.

Among the more curious of these was the ceremony of roasting a small sheep, which was
foasted, or rather burnt, over a coal fire, placed in a large iron pan. For a view of this extraordinary
spectacle, sixpence was demanded, and willingly paid. The delicate meat when done, was sold at
a sbilling a slice, and termed Laplund mutton. Of booths there were a great number, which were
ornamented with streamers, flags, and signs, and in which there was a plentiful store of those
favourite luxuries, &in, beer, and gingerbrmd,

Opposite Three Crane Stairs there was a complete and well frequented thoroughfare to Bank-
side, which was strewed with ashes, and apparently afforded a very safe, although a very rough
path. Near Blackfriars’ Bridge, however, the path did not appear to be equally safe; for one young
man, a plumber, named Davis, having imprudently ventured to cross with some lead in his hands,
he sank between two masses of ice, to rise no more. ITwo young women nearly shared a similar
fate, but were happily rescued from their perilous situation by the prompt efforts of two water-
men. Many a fair nymph indeed was embraced in the icy arms of old Father Thames;—three prim
young Quakeresses had a sort of semi-bat})ing, near London Bridge, and when landed on terra  firma,
made the best of their way through the Borough, and amidst the shouts of an admiring popu-
lace, to their residence at Newington. . . .
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Monday, Feb. 7. Large masses of ice are yet floating, and numerous lighters, broken from their
moorings, are seen in different parts of the river; many of them complete wrecks. The damage
done to the craft and barges is supposed to be very great. From London-bridge to Westminster,
Twenty Thousand Pounds will scarcely make good the losses that have been sustained. While we
are now writing, (half past 2 p. m.) a printing press bas been again set up on a large ICE-ISLAND, be-
tween Blackfriars and Westminster-bridges. At this new printing-office, the remainder of a large im-
pression of the Title-page of the present wotk is now actually being printed, so that the purchasers
of FROSTIANA, will have this additional advantage. Frostiana, 17—19, 24

®
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a.d. VI Ldus Februarias D

( HOLY DAYS Jerome Emiliani (RC)

Jerome Emiliani (Girolamo Miani) (1481—1537), priest and founder of the order of the
Somaschi. Defender of Venetian territory as an army officer during the war of the League
of Cambrai, he turned to religious life, was ordained priest in 1518, succoured the needy,
and c.1532 founded the Congregation of the Somaschi, devoted to the care of orphans;
the name comes from Somasca, a village between Milan and Bergamo. Pius XI declared
him patron of orphans and abandoned children in 1928. Feast-day formerly 20 July.

Mary, the former Queen of Scots, was executed at Fotheringay Castle in Northamp-
tonshire on this day in 1587, after nearly twenty years of captivity and intrigue; much of
Europe was horrified, much of England thought it should have happened sooner.

Then the said Queen kneeled downe upon the cushion, at which time, and very resolutely, and
without anie token of feare she spake aloude this psalme in lattin: In t domine confido, ne confundar
in aeternum . . .

Then she laide herself upon the blocke most quietlie, and stretching out her armes and Iegges
cryed out In manus tuas domine three or foure times and at the laste while one of the executioners
helde her slightlie with one of his handes, the other gave her two strookes with an axe before he
cutt off her head. from Richard Wingfields narrative, quoted in Murison, 26

@
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a.d. V Idus Februarias E
( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Lebanon: St Maron's Day

¢ HoLY DAYs Teilo (RC Wales); formetly Cyril of Alexandria (RC; see *277 June)
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Teilo (Elidius, Eliud) (6th c.), Welsh monk and bishop, founder of a monastery. He was
widely popular in Wales, so much so that a miracle of multiplication was invoked to ex-

plain the existence of three bodies. His acknowledged tomb is in Llandaff Cathedral.

Apollonia, deaconess of Alexandria, martyred 249 under Decius. It is said in the Golden
Legend that her tormentors first knocked out all her teeth, after which she leapt into
the pyre prepared for her, much to their dismay ‘that a woman was found readier for
death than the persecutor for the torment’. Often portrayed with a pair of pincers, she
was extremely popular in the Middle Ages—toothaches being no doubt a common
occurrence—and is now the patron saint of dentists.
Saint Appolin the rotten teeth doth helpe when sore they ake.
Naogeorgus, 38

®

10 FEBRUARY

a.d. IV Idus Februarias F

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Malta: St Paul's Shipwreck (off the coast of
Malta, AD 60)

¢ HOLY DAYS Scholastica (RC; CY commem.)

Scholastica (c.480—c.543), sister of St Benedict, the first Benedictine nun. Her abbey was
at Plombariola, five miles from Benedict’s, Montecassino. Gregory the Great reports
that they used to meet once a year at a house outside the monasteries and converse on
holy matters; on what she perceived to be the last visit, she asked Benedict to continue
through the night, but he refused, for it would break the rule of his order; she prayed
to God for the favour, whereupon a violent storm prevented the monks from leaving.
She is commemorated in CY, and also in the Oxford Almanack. Scholastica is patron
saint of convulsive children.

Charalambos (Orth.); protects against the plague. He is offered an apron or shirt woven
in one night with magical spells by women gathered in a single house.

On St Scholastica’s Day in 1355 a quarrel between the vintner of the Swindlestock tay-
ern at Carfax in Oxford and some students who complained of his wine led to a three-
day rampage of town against gown in which the rioters, abetted by the town authorities
and reinforced by rustics, killed sixty-three students. Relations had always been tense,
for the rise of the university had coincided with the decline of the cloth trade in Oxford
as in other English towns; it is to this trade that the name of the tavern alludes, a
swindlestock, or swinglestock, being the block on which flax is dressed. Up till the riot
the Crown had attempted to balance the two interests, but thereafter the town suffered
the consequence of having put itself so grievously in the wrong: not only do royal
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charters, in their tone and substance, show exclusive favour to the university, but until
the nineteenth century the mayor and burgesses were compelled to attend a penitential
service at the university church, St Mary’s, on this day every year and present the obla-
tion of ss. 3d. (i.e. 63 pence) in memory of the murdered scholars.

®
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a.d. III Idus Februarias G

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Japan: National Foundation Day (commem-
orates founding of Japanese nation with accession of Emperor Jimmu in 660 BC)
(national holiday)

Vatican City: Anniversary of the Lateran Pact (1929; independence of Vatican City
and recognition of sovereignty of Holy See)

¢ HOLY DAYS Our Lady of Lourdes (RC), commemorating the day in 1858 when
Bernadette Soubirous had her first vision (see *16 Apr.)

Pope Gregory 11 (715-31), who won popularity by resisting imperial tax demands. When in
729 the Byzantines and Lombards combined against him, he entered the Lombard camp
and startled the king into abandoning the siege and depositing his regalia at St Peter’s
tomb. He condemned the iconodlastic doctrine then rising into favour at Byzantium,
commissioned St Boniface (see *5 June) to preach among the Frisians, and through his
good relations with the Frankish Mayor of the Palace, Charles Martel, caused the
Roman forms of service to be adopted by the German Church. He himself was an in-
novator in this regard, among other things supplying mass propets for the Thursdays in
Lent.

Cedmon. At Whitby, this is the feast of Cedmon, who despite his Welsh name (Cad-
fan) was the first English poet whose name we know and the first to write religious po-
etry; he is said by Bede to have been an uneducated lay brother who looked after the
monastery’s cattle in the time of Abbess Hilda (see *19 Nov.), and would desert the
party rather than take his turn to sing a song, until one night he dreamt that he was
being ordered to sing about the Creation. He at once sang a brief hymn. On awaking,
he remembered the verses; having reported his dream to the overseer, he was taken to
Abbess Hilda, who ordered him to tell the whole story before a committee of learned
men. All agreed that he was divinely inspired, and gave him a text to versify, which he
did; Hilda thereupon persuaded him to become a monk and learn the whole course of
sacred history. In due course he produced poems on Genesis, Exodus, the New Testa-
ment, and the Last Judgement; none survives, though later Old English poems on
Genesis and Exodus exist. Having a premonition of his death, he made the end,
according to Bede’s narrative, that a good Christian should: cheerful, at peace with his
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companions, having made the sign of the Cross, with his last thoughts fixed upon
God.

Among the Orthodox this is the day of St Blasius, pronounced ‘Vlasios’ in Byzantine
Greek, who as in the West (see *3 Feb.) gives protection against sore throats and wolves.
If in Greece one is obliged to work on his day, one should first sew a little cloth bag be-
hind one’s back and get a neighbour to ask what one is sewing; the reply, given three
times, is T am sewing stone and whetstone, I am sewing up the wolf’s jaw. However, St
Blasius has also taken over the duties of the Slavonic god of farm animals, called Vlas
in South Slavonic languages, Volos in Russian; this is so not only in the modern Slav
countries, but in Greece as well (much of which was formerly inhabited by Slavs). Vil-
lagers gather to eat communal dishes of goat or mutton, from beasts slaughtered in
public in front of the church, and wheat cooked in butter and honey (on Corfu, water-
melon as well). In Aetolia, women must not carry firewood on his day, and any beast of
burden with a load will be drowned in the river by Vlasios Cattlestrangler.
There was an old folk-belief in Norway that Christ’s Cross was hewn on this day, and
therefore the axe should not be used.

George Washington born, 1732; until 1796, this day was often celebrated as his birthday
instead of its New Style equivalent (see *22 Feb.).

Birthday of Richard Allen (r760), who in 1816 founded the African Methodist Episco-
pal Church.

In Iran this is the usual equivalent of 22 Bihmin, Islamic Revolution Day, commemo-
rating the collapse of the Shal’s government in 1979 (see II: *Muslin Calendar: Iran).

@
12 FEBRUARY

pridie Idus Februarias A

If the sun shines on St. Eulalie’s day
it is good for apples and cider, they say.

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES USA: Lincoln's Birthday (observed on different

days: see *February: Holidays and Anniversaries)
USA, Georgia: Georgia Day

€ HOLY DAYS Formerly Seven Founders of the Servite Order (see *r7 Feb.)

Julian the Hospitaller, patron of innkeepers, boatmen, and travellers (formetly on this day,

now 29 Jan.). Probably fictitious, he is better represented in stained-glass windows than
in liturgical calendars, but his cult was widespread by the thirteenth century. While
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hunting, the young Julian gave chase to a stag that turned round and spoke to him:
‘Pursuest thou me, that shalt be the slayer of thy father and thy mother? Horrified, he
left home, and in a distant land served a prince, who gave him a widow in marriage with
a castle for dowry. One day Julian’s parents, long in search of their son, arrived at the
castle. His wife, recognizing from their story who they were, settled them in the mas-
ter’s chamber and then went to church. Julian, upon returning home and finding a man
in bed with, as he thought, his wife, drew his sword and killed them both. As penance
he and his wife left the castle and set up a hospice near a wide river, providing transport
across the water. One evening he admitted a half-frozen leprous beggar and, failing to
warm him, put him in his own bed; thereupon the beggar rose in mid-air and announced
that God had accepted Julians penance. The legend was given classic literary expression
by Flaubert in La Légende de saint Julien 'Hospitalier. Although Julian's wife, Basilisse, shared
in his penance, she is rarely accounted a saint, perhaps because she had not shared in
his sin.

An housholdere, and that a greet, was he;

Seint Julian he was in his countree.

Chaucer, Canserbury Tales, General Prologue: The Franklin, I (A) 339—40

Eulalia of Barcelona, virgin martyr, reputedly crucified at 14 c.305; commonly taken for a
figment based on Eulalia of Mérida (see *10 Dec.), but none the less patron of travellers

and pregnant women, with relics in Barcelona and Wroclaw.

In medieval calendars from Durham, 12 February is the day on which the birds begin to
sing; but see *13 February.

@
13 FEBRUARY

Ldus Februariae B

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES USA, Florida: Fiesta de Menéndez (founder of
city of St. Augustine)

¢ ANCIENT ROME On this, the first day of the Parentalia, the senior Vestal Virgin per-
formed ceremonies in honour of the dead. The festival extended to 21 February; each
family gave private honour to its dead, and brought gifts to their graves. Marriages were
forbidden, the temples were closed, fire did not burn on altars, magistrates did not wear
official dress.

There was also a sacrifice to Faunus on the Isola Tiberina; but this day was best
remembered as the dies Cremerensis. In 477 Bc, when the Romans, at war with the Etrus-
can city of Veii, were being harassed by enemy guerrillas, the members of the Fabian
clan had undertaken to pacify the border with their own manpower, by establishing a
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blockhouse on the river Cremera; after initial successes, they were led into an ambush
and all 306 killed, leaving only a boy in Rome to perpetuate the line. However, a variant
speaks of a great battle lost by the Romans, in which the many casualties included ‘the
300 Fabii’; it is likely that the Fabii themselves were responsible for the usual story,
which in retrospect contrasted the rashness of their forebears with the wariness of
Quintus Fabius Maximus Cunctator, ‘the Delayer’, whose extreme caution, much criti-
cized at the time, was credited with having saved Rome in the war against Hannibal.

According to some medieval calendars, on this day ‘the birds begin to sing, and Hell
was made’.

St Valentine’s Eve

Last Friday . .. was Valentines Day; and I'll tell you what I did the night before. I got five bay-
leaves, and pirmed four of them to the four corners of my piuow, and the fifth to the middle;
and then if I dreamt of my sweetheart, Beity said we should be married before the year was out.
But to make it more sure, I boiled an egg hard, and took out the yolk, and filled it up with salt;
and when I went to bed, eat it shell and all, without speaking or drinking after it ... We also
wrote our lovers names upon bits of paper, and rolled them up in clay, and put them into water;
and the first that rose up, was to be our Valentine. Would you think it—M:t. Blossorn was my man:
and I lay a-bed and shut my eyes all the morning, till he came to our house; for I would not have
seen another man before him for all the world. The Connoisseur, 1 (20 Feb. r755)

On the Eve of the 14th of Feb. St. Valentiné's Day, a'Time when all living Nature inclines to couple,
the young Folks in England, and Scotland too, by a very ancient Custom, celebrate a little Festival
that tends to the same End: An equal Number of Maids and Batchelors get together, each writes
their true or some feignd Name upon separate Billets, which they roll up, and draw by way of
Lots, the Maids taking the Mens Billets, and the Men the Maids; so that each of the young Men
lights upon a Gitl that he calls his Valentine, and each of the Gitls upon a young Man which she
calls hers . . . Fortune having thus divided the Company into so many Couples, the Valentines
give Balls and Treats to their Mistresses, wear their Billets several Days upon their Bosoms or
Sleeves, and this little Sport often ends in Love. Misson de Valbourg, 330—1

In Burns’s song of “Tam Gler, the maiden sings:

Yestreen at the Valentines’ dealing,
My heart to my mou gied a sten;
For thrice I drew ane without failing,
And thrice it was written, Tam Glen.

Even married bishops had valentines:

13 [Feb. 1687 . I preached in the cathedral at Chester, being the first Sunday in Lent, to the great-
est congregation that ever I saw, a sermon of Repentance. God give a blessing to it! Mrs.
Chomondeley and her sister and his [si[] daughter myValentine, and Mr. Warburton and his wife,
and Major Car dined with me, and visited me again after prayers. I rebuked, as they deserved,
Mrs. Brown, Mrs. Crutchley, Mrs. Eaton, and her sister, for talking and laughing in the church:
and they accused Mr. Hudleston for being as guilty as themselves. Cartwright, 32
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14 FEBRUARY

a.d. XVI Kalendas Martias C

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Bulgaria: Viticulturists’ Day (Trifon Zarezan,
“Tryphon the Stabbed") (= Old St Tryphon's Day; see *1 Feb.)
USA, Arizona: Admission Day (48th state, 1912)

¢ HoLY DAYS Valentine (CofE); Cyril and Methodius, Apostles of the Slavs (RC,
CY; *11 May Orth.).

Valentine (3td c.), martyr. In the fourth century, two martyrs of the name were honoured
on the Via Flaminia, one at the second milestone, later identified as a Roman priest mar-
tyred on 14 February 269, the other at the sixty-third, near Terni, where he was later said
to have been bishop. The two martyrs may be the same man, the bishop’s cult having
spread from Terni to the capital. They have no obvious connection with lovers, though
in 1998 the Irish tourist board, Bord Fiilte, wishing to promote Dublin as the inter-
national capital of romantic love, asserted that ‘St Valentine’ had conducted weddings
for Roman soldiers against an order of Claudius Il (268—70) forbidding them to marry
(such a prohibition had been imposed by Augustus but repealed by Septimius Severus)
and when condemned to death cured the judge’s daughter of blindness and sent her a
letter signed ‘your Valentine’. The tradition that birds began to sing about this time gave
rise in the late fourteenth century to a belief, attested by Chaucer and contemporaries
both English and French, that they chose their mates on 14 February; the association of
this time of year with the spring renewal of fertility goes back to the Roman festival of
Lupercalia (see *15 Feb.). This amorous behaviour passed from birds to human beings;
in modern times it has been exported to other countries, even Japan, where it has
mutated into a requirement for women to give chocolates to men, in particular their
superiors at wotk. However, in 1994 the Holy Synod of the Greek Orthodox Church,
observing that Valentine was a Western saint not recognized in the Eastern calendar, de-
nounced his recently imported day and declared that if such celebrations of love were
needed they should take place on St Hyacinthus’ day (see *3 July); and in Germany,
where St Andrew is the patron of lovers (see *29 Nov.), Sankt Velten is a euphemism for
the Devil.

Birds mate on St Valentine’s Day

Oft have I heard both Youths and Virgins say,
Birds chuse their Mates, and couple too, this day:
But by their flight I never can divine,

‘When I shall couple with my Valentine.

Robert Herrick (1591-1674.), “To his Valentine, on S. Valentine’s Day’

Choosing a Valentine
Traditionally, a valentine might be chosen for the coming year in one of three ways: ac-
cording to true desire, by the drawing of names on the day before (see *13 Feb.), or as
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the first person of the opposite sex encountered on the day. The exchange of love-
tokens came to be obligatory.

Saynt Valentyne, of custume yeere by yeere,
Men haue an vsavnce in this Regyoun
To looke and serche Cupydes Kalundere,
And cheese theyre choys by gret affeccioun;—
Suche as beon pricked by Cupydes mocion,
Taking theyre choyse, as theyre soort dothe falle
But I loue oon whiche excellithe alle.

John Lydgate (2370-1449)

Tomorrow is Saint Valentine's day
All in the morning betime,
And I a maid at your window
To be your Valentine.

Then up he rose and donned his clothes,
And dupped the chamber door;

Let in the maid, that out a maid
Never departed more . . .

By Gis, and by Saint Charity,
Alack, and fie for shame!

Young men will do’t if they come to't,
By Cock, they are to blame.

Quoth she ‘Before you tumbled me,
You promised me to wed'.

So would I”’a’ done, by yonder sun,
An thou hadst not come to my bed.

Opbhelia, in Hamlet, 1v. v. 47—54, 58—65

Jesuit valentines, as explained in John Gee’s ‘Hold Fast Sermon’ (1624 ):

Some Jesuites . .. upon S. Valentines day, chusing some female Saint for their Valenting one takes
Saint Agatha, another S. Clare, another S. Lucie, another S. Catherine, anothet S. Cicely, &v. I asked them
what they meant to chuse such Valentines. They answered mee, that in respect of their Vow, they
could have no Valentine that lived here upon earth: and in regard of their Anglicall lifz, they were
to chuse Valentines in heaven. I asked them, whether they thought those Szints knew that they had
chosen them for their Valentines. Oh yes, say they, we shall be honoured all this yeare by that Valen~
tine wee make choice off, and she will intercede for us, and to some of us our Valentine doth ap-
pear in visible bodily shape, telling us what to doe all the yeare after. Gee, 43—4

Valentine's Day in the Pepys family
14 [Feb. 1661]. Valentine’s day. Up earely and to Sir W. Battens. But would not go in till I had asked
whether they that opened the doore was a man or a woman. And Mingo [Batten's black servant],
who was there, answered ‘a Woman;’ which, with his tone, made me laugh.

So up I went and took Mrs. Martha [Batten’s unmarried daughter] for my Valentine (which I
do only for complacency), and Sir W. Batten, he go[es] in the same manner to my wife. And so
We were very merry. Pepys, 1i. 36

14 [Feb. 1662]. Valentine’s day. I did this day purposely shun to be seen at Sir W. Battens—because
I would not have his daughter to be my Valentine, as she was the last year, there being no great
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friendship between us now as formetly. This morning in comes W. Bowyer, who was my wife’s
Valentine, she having (at which I made good sport to myself) held her hands all the morning,
that she might not see the paynters that were at work in gilding my chimny-piece and pictutes in
my dining-room. Pepys, iii. 28—9

St Valentine’s Day Ball in New York City, 1832

This is S Valentines day, more like January midwinter than the genial days of Spring when the
feathered creation pair. The Bachelors of this city give their annual Ball this evening being Bis-
sextile or Leap Year, it will be Ladies own fault if they do not match themselves, for it is their
turn, by courtesy to make advances to the Gentlemen. It is said that many suits are the results of
this festive Ball, & many happy, I trust, martiages before the close of the year.  Pintard, iv.14

Sending Valentine’s cards

By the early nineteenth century the love-token had turned into a card, preferably with
hearts and lace and sentimental verse, a fashion that has not quite worn out. Charles
Lamb pities the poor postman staggering under his load:

This is the day on which those charming little missives, ycleped Valentines, cross and intercross
each other at every street and turning. The weary and all forspent twopenny postman sinks be-
neath a load of delicate embarrassments, not his own. It is scarcely credible to what an extent
this ephemeral courtship is carried on in this loving town, to the great enrichment of porters,
and detriment of knockers and bell-wires. In these little visual interpretations, no emblem is so
common as the heart—that little three-cornered exponent of all our hopes and fears,—the
bestuck and bleeding heart; it is twisted and tortured into mote allegories and affectations than
an opera hat. What authority we have in history or mythology for placing the head-quarters and
metropolis of God Cupid in this anatomical seat rather than in any other, is not very clear; but
we have got it, and it will serve as well as any other.

‘Elia’ (Chatles Lamb), “Valentine’s Day’ (1819)

In Armenia this day, not the 2nd, is the Lord’s Encounter (Zeatnondatai ), being forty
days inclusive from *6 January. Like some other Armenian festivals, it Christianizes a
pagan celebration: people leap over fires, divine the weather from the direction of the
smoke, and take embers home, as formetly in honour of Mihr, the Persian god of light.

®
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a.d. XV Kalendas Martias D

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES USA: Susan B. Anthony Day. Susan Brownell
Anthony (1820—1906), having in 1852 reacted to her exclusion, as a woman, from a
temperance meeting by founding the Woman's State Temperance Society of New
York, became a lifelong campaigner for female suffrage; from 1870 the Anthony
‘Woman Suffrage Amendment was introduced in Congress every year. She was also
a radical abolitionist before the Civil War.

USA, Maine and Massachusetts: Maine Memorial Day (sinking of USS Maine and
beginning of Spanish—American War)
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( ANCIENT ROME Lupercalia, a festival of fertility and purification at which men,
naked but for a wolf-mask and a loincloth, ran through the city carrying strips of goat’s
hide, with which they struck at passers-by; women hoping for children positioned
themselves to receive the blows. At the end of the fifth century Pope Gelasius attempted
to suppress it; the senate refused to comply, claiming it to be a harmless ancient custom
with no pagan overtones. The stricter view was perpetuated in the Collect for the Third
Sunday after Easter (BCP: ‘Grant unto all them that are admitted into the fellowship of
Christ’s religion, that they may eschew those things that are contrary to their profession,
and follow all such things as are agreeable to the same”).

On this day in 44 Bc the consul Mark Antony, who was one of the runners, offered
Julius Caesar the diadem of royalty; only a few people clapped, whereas general applause
followed Caesar’s refusal. A second offer was also refused, to loud cheers; Caesar ordered
the laurel wreath wound round the diadem to be dedicated on the Capitol. It was then
seen that his statues had all been adorned with diadems; two of the tribunes removed
them and imprisoned those who had acclaimed Caesar as king. They were hailed as new
Brutuses, after the Lucius Junius Brutus who according to legend had liberated Rome
from her Etruscan kings; at this Caesar dropped the mask, deprived the tribunes of
office, and called them bruti indeed, meaning ‘blockheads’. These events increased the
pressure on the praetor Marcus Junius Brutus, the liberator’s supposed descendant, to
join the conspiracy against Caesar that came to fruition on the Ides of March, and to
learn too late, when the Roman masses drove the murderers from the city, that the title
of king had been more offensive than the fact of monarchy.

¢ HOLY pAYS Sigfrid (CY commem.)
Sigfrid, in Swedish Sigurd (d. c.1045), bishop of Vixjs, apostle of Sweden. This English

monk of Glastonbury, with two companions, was a missionary in Norway and Sweden;
in the latter country he founded a community at Vixj6 and the first Swedish bishopric
at Sakara, north-east of Goteborg. He is said to have been archbishop of York, which
is not true, and to have baptized the Swedish king Olov Skétkonung, which seems im-
possible on chronological grounds. His relics were preserved in the cathedral at Vixjo
until their destruction in the sixteenth century. The RC Church commemorates him on
this date as well.

On this day some calendars note: ‘the Devil left the Lord’ after the forty days’ and forty
nights’ temptation following his baptism on 6 January.

This is currently the earliest date (corresponding to 2 Feb. OS) for the first day of the
Orthodox Great Lent, when Easter falls on 4 April (22 Mar. NS), as it will next in 2010.
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16 FEBRUARY

a.d. XIV Kalendas Martias E

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Lithuania: Independence Day (from Russia,
1918)

¢ HOLY DAYS Flavian (Orth.; see *18 Feb.)

Oresitmus (1st c.); martyr. The Phrygian slave for whom Paul wrote the Epistle to Phile-
mon, pethaps identical with the bishop of Ephesus.

Julian of Egypt, supposedly martyred along with 5,000 companions (cum quingue milibus) or
with five soldiers (cum quingue militibus).

The Snow that never drifts—
The transient, fragrant snow
That comes a single time a Year

Is softly driving now—

So thorough in the Tree

At night beneath the star
That it was February’s Foot
Experience would swear—
Like winter as a Face

‘We stern and former knew
Repaired of all but Loneliness
By Nature’s Alibi—

Were every storm so spice
The Value could not be—

‘We buy with contrast—Pang is good
As near as memory—

Emily Dickinson (1830—86)

@
17 FEBRUARY

a.d. XIII Kalendas Martias F

¢ ANCIENT ROME Quirinalia, in honour of Quirinus, the god that Romulus became
when he was snatched up from earth during a sudden thunderstorm or solar eclipse
while addressing the people at the Nannygoat's Marsh (Lacus Caprae) in the Campus
Martius (commonly taken to be the site of the Pantheon).
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Early Rome had been divided into thirty curiae, each of which had its own day in early
February for performing the Fornacalia, or first-fruit offering to Ceres of toasted
emmer-wheat. As the city expanded, the curiae were displaced by the new divisions
known as tribus (commonly rendered ‘tribes’, but the Latin word has no implication of
kinship, being related to Welsh #ref, ‘town); as a result, many people did not know which
curia they belonged to. They were allowed to make the sacrifice on the Quirinalia, which
was therefore called the Feast of Fools (feriae stultorum).

( HOLY DAYS The Seven Founders of the Order of Servites (RC); Janani Luwum
(€Y)

Servites. The Servites or Servants of Mary (13th c.) grew out of a Florentine confratern-
ity devoted to Mary. Originally monks, they adopted a rule derived from the August-
inians and Dominicans and became friars; the Order was recognized in 1259 and
approved in 1304, and has a special devotion to the Seven Sorrows of Mary. Feast-day
formerly 12 February.

Janani Luwum (1924—77), Archbishop of Uganda. His father was one of the first con-
verts from the Acholi tribe. Having had no schooling till he was over 10, he proved him-
self a brilliant pupil, but being too poor for secondary education became an unlicensed
teacher, saving enough of his low salary to enter a teacher-training college; here he dis-
covered his vocation and was accepted at the diocesan theological college, being
ordained in 1955. He studied for a year at St Augustine’s, Canterbury; having successively
been Associate of the London College of Divinity and Provincial Secretary of the
Church of Uganda, in 1968 he was elected Bishop of Northern Uganda, and in 1974
Archbishop and Metropolitan of Uganda, Rwanda, and Boga-Zaire. By this time
Uganda was ruled by the increasingly unstable dictator Idi Amin, whose despotism was
especially harsh towards Christians and murderous towards the Acholi. The Arch-
bishop’s attacks on the tyrant led to his death, and that of two cabinet ministers,
ostensibly in a car crash; other reports indicated that the victims had been shot. In
granting him a feast within fifty years of his death, the Church of England has ac-
knowledged that his merits, and his martyrdom, are securely established without need
of historical reassessment.

Theodore the Recruit (Orth.), who was executed in 306 for setting fire to the temple of
Cybele, Mother of the Gods, at Euchaita near Amasea; also celebrated on the first
Saturday of Lent. Promoted to general, he is also venerated on the 7th or the 8th. The
RC date is g November.

In his Memoirs, under the date r7 February 1776, Edward Gibbon records his wondet-
ment at the success of the first volume of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire:

I'am at a loss how to describe the success of the work, without betraying the vanity of the writer.
The first impression was exhausted in a few days; a second and third edition were scarcely ad-
equate to the demand; and the bookseller’s property was twice invaded by the pirates of Dublin.
My book was on every table and almost on every toilette; the historian was crowned by the taste
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or fashion of the day; nor was the general voice disturbed by the barking of any profane critic. The
favour of mankind is most freely bestowed on a new acquaintance of any original merit; and the
mutual surprise of the public and their favourite is productive of those warm sensibilities, which,
at a second meeting, can no longer be rekindled. If I listened to the music of praise, I was more
seriously satisfied with the approbation of my judges. Gibbon, Memoirs, 159—60

English copyrights were not enforced in Ireland, hence the reference to the pirates of
Dublin.

®
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a.d. XII Kalendas Martias G

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Gambia: Independence Day (from Great Brit-
ain, 1965)
Nepal: National Democracy Day (anniversary of 1952 Constitution) (national day)

¢ HOLY DAYS Bernadette Soubirous (RC, in France; see *16 Apt.); Pope Leo the Great
(Orth.; see *10 Nov.)

Flavian, patriarch of Constantinople 446—g. Out of his depth in politics, he fell foul of
the powerful court eunuch Chrysaphius and the Monophysite faction (which held
that Christ had only one, divine, nature) led by Dioscorus, patriarch of Alexandtria, and
Eutyches, godfather to Chrysaphius. Deposed in 449 at a council in Ephesus, he was
imprisoned for a time and died in exile; these proceedings, denounced by Pope Leo the
Great (see *10 Nov.) as the Latrocinium (‘Gang of Bandits’ or ‘Robber Council’), were
quashed by the Fourth Oecumenical Council, held at Chalcedon in 451, which laid
down that Christ had two natures, divine and human.

Colman, sent by the Irish monks of Iona to be bishop of Lindisfarne, c.661, championed
the Celtic form of tonsure and method of calculating Easter at the Synod of Whitby
in 664; after his defeat he resigned his bishopric and retired to Iona. He subsequently
set up a community of both Irish and English monks at Inishbofin (Inis B6 Finne,
‘White Cow Island”), an island off the west of Ireland; but when the English monks
complained that the Irish had made themselves scarce at harvest-time but come back in
winter to demand their share, Colman set up a separate English house in Mayo. Bede
speaks in glowing terms of his ‘inborn wisdom’.

On this day in 1478 Edward IV’s brother George, Duke of Clarence, having been con-
demned to death for high treason (of which he was manifestly guilty), was executed in
the Tower of London; contemporaries reported that he was drowned at his own request
in a butt of malmsey wine. Although his quarrel had been with the Queen and her fam-
ily, the Wydpvilles, the main beneficiary was another of their enemies, Edward’s youngest
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brother, Richard, Duke of Gloucester, the future Richard III, who thus became next in
line to the throne after Edward’s sons, and who in Tudor times was blamed for
Clarence’s death; but blame should be attached entirely to Clarence himself, who from
calling the King a bastard and a necromancer had progressed to actual rebellion.

®
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a.d. XI Kalendas Martias A

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES USA, Kentucky: Robert E. Lee Day

HRH the Duke of Yotk born 1960; the Union flag is flown

¢ HOLY DAYS

Mesrop Mastots  (d. 441), a missionary to the remoter parts of his native Armenia, who in
order to provide his compatriots with books in their own language invented a 36-letter
alphabet (still used today with the addition of a few extra letters); he is also credited
with inventing the 38-letter Georgian alphabet and a s2-letter script for the Albanians’
of the Caucasus, who preferred to write in Armenian. His life was written by his pupil
Koriwn.

Boniface (d. 1260), bishop of Lausanne. Born in Brussels, he studied in Paris and contin-
ued as a lecturer until his students went on strike against the masters, whereupon he
moved to Cologne. Two years later he was appointed bishop of Lausanne, a difficult
post where he met continual opposition; wounded in 1239 in an attack apparently insti-
gated by the emperor Frederick II, he resigned and lived out the rest of his life in a Cis-

tercian nunnery.

February
I am lustration; and the sea is minel
I wash the sands and headlands with my tide;
My brow is crowned with branches of the pine;
Before my chariot-wheels the fishes glide.
By me all things unclean ate purified,
By me the souls of men washed white again;
E’en the unlovely tombs of those who died
Without a dirge, I cleanse from every stain.

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807—82), The Poet’s Calendar
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20 FEBRUARY

a.d. X Kalendas Martias B

¢ HOLY DAYS

Walfric (Ulric, Ulfrick) of Haselbury (c1080—1154), priest and hermit. A nearly con-
temporary biography details his life as a rather worldly priest with a love of hunting
who became an anchorite, walled up in a cell at the parish church at Haselbury Pluck-
nett, near Exeter. Supported by Cluniac monks, in between mortifying himself with
fasting, wearing chain mail, and immersing himself in cold water while reciting the
psalter (a typical occupation of hermits), he copied and bound books. Many visitors,
including kings, sought him out for his gift of prophecy and healing.

The Year’s Awakening

How do you know that the pilgrim track
Along the belting zodiac
Swept by the sun in his seeming rounds
Is traced by now to the Fishes” bounds
And into the Ram, when weeks of cloud
Have wrapt the sky in a dammy shroud,
And never as yet a tinct of spring
Has shown in the Earth’s apparelling;

O vespering bird, how do you know,

How do you know?

How do you know, deep underground,

Hid in your bed from sight and sound,

Without a turn in temperature,

‘With weather life can scarce endure,

That light has won a fraction’s strength,

And day put on some moments’ length,

‘Whereof in merest rote will come,

‘Weeks hence, mild airs that do not numb;
O crocus root, how do you know,

How do you know?

Thomas Hardy (1840-1928)

@
21 FEBRUARY

a.d. IX Kalendas Martias C

€ ANCIENT ROME Feralia, last day of Parentalia; unlike the preceding days (and the
Caristia on the 22nd), this was recorded on the official calendar, though the nature of
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official involvement, if any, is unknown. An ugly old woman, seated amongst gitls, per-
formed magic rituals to appease the Silent Goddess, placing incense in the mouseholes,
casting spells over threads and tying them to pieces of lead; with seven beans in her
mouth she roasted a fish-head sealed with pitch, pierced with a pin, and sprinkled with
wine, the rest of which she drank, having given a little to her companions. The object
was to bind unfriendly tongues so that they could not utter curses. The Silent Goddess,
according to Ovid, had been a chatterbox of a Naiad called Lala or Lara, who told tales
on Jupiter when he was pursuing Juturna; in revenge he tore out her tongue and packed
her off to the Infernal Lake in the charge of Mercury, who ravished her, the offspring
being the Lares Compitales.

¢ HOLY DAYS Peter Damian (RC)

Peter Damian (Petrus Damiani, 1007—72), cardinal bishop of Ostia from 1057; learned
canonist and supporter of the radical church reforms, both moral and institutional,
undertaken in the eleventh century by strong popes in alliance with the Holy Roman
Emperor; dying in 1072, he did not see the breakdown of this alliance in the papacy of
Gregory VII. A fearsome moralist, he regarded all sexual intercourse, even in marriage,
as sinful; his Liber Gomorrhianus or ‘Book of Gomorrah’ described the fleshly vices of the
clergy in such explicit detail that Pope Alexander II tried unsuccessfully to keep it under
lock and key. Even clerical marriage, which till then had been widely tolerated, in his
eyes constituted heresy; but not content with denouncing sexual activity, he imposed a
penance on a bishop of Florence for playing chess, which he classed with dicing. His
day was formerly kept on 23 February, the day following the night of his death; he was
moved when St Polycarp of Smyrna was transferred to that day from 26 January.

The Oxford Almanacks for 1674—7, which gave every day a saint, marked this day as
‘Sixty-Nine Martyrs’. These would appear to be the seventy-nine martyrs of Sicily (also
claimed by Zaragoza) said in early martyrologies to have suffered under Diocletian; ten
have been cheated of their crown by the untimely mercy of a misprint. Indeed, this was
a good day for collective martyrdoms: the Acta Sanctorum records 71 at Amasea, 26 at
Hadrumetum, and 19 ‘elsewhere’.

®

22 FEBRUARY

a.d. VIII Kalendas Martias D

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES St Lucia: Independence Day (from Great
Britain, 1979)
USA: Washington's Birthday (now commemorated on Presidents Day, third Monday
in February)
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¢ HOLY DAYS The Chair of St Peter, apostle (Cathedra Petri; RC)

In Roman times this day, called Caristia or Cara Cognatio, not an official institution
but a cheerful day following on the solemnity of the Parentalia, was marked by a con-
tributory feast for the extended family, presents of fowls and other foodstuffs, and even
tips for schoolmasters. The Church redefined the day as the feast of Peter’s Chair,
celebrating Christ’s injunction to Peter ‘Feed my sheep’, equated with the pastoral func-
tion of the church as teacher of the flock; but as late as 56+, at the Second Council of
Tours, the complaint was made that people were offering mashed food to the dead, ‘re-
verting to the errors of the heathen and after the body of Our Lord receiving meats
consecrated to the Devil. The spread of the alternative celebration on *8 January
caused 22 February to be reinterpreted as marking St Peter’s consecration as bishop of
Antioch.

Because of this feast, eatly flowers may be named after St Peter: in English the
cowslip may be called Peterwort’; in Welsh daffodils are cennin Pedr, literally ‘Peter’s
leeks’. A German weather-proverb states that if water is frozen on this day, the ice will
not melt for a fortnight; a variant in Norway raises this to sixty days. In fact Norway
has many local traditions concerning ice on St Peter’s day; one tale is that (never being
the most patient of saints) he threw hot stones into the water to melt the ice (and hence
that anyone who after that date fell through the ice was not entitled to assistance),
another that if there was no ice he made it, but this was more commonly said of
St Matthias (*24 Feb.). It was further held that the weather on this day would last four
weeks, or forty days, or even all spring; but there would be a good hatvest if the sun
shone long enough to saddle a horse, or there was enough moisture on the roof for a
hen to slake her thirst.

Washington’s Birthday. "The Washington family Bible at Mount Vernon, Va., records:

George Washington, son to Augustine and Mary his wife, was born ye 1th day of February
1731/ 2 about 10 in the morning, and was baptized on the 3oth of April following.

When Washington was born, Great Britain and her American colonies still used the
Julian calendar, and England and the colonies still officially reckoned the year from 25
March; he therefore celebrated his 1gth birthday on 11 February 1750/1, but his 20th
(after 1 January had been made the first day of the year) on 11 February r752; had no
other reform been made, he would have come of age on 10 February r753—not the nth,
tor down to 1969 English law deemed one to have attained an age of n years at the first
moment of the day before one’s nth birthday. However, the Act of Parliament that in-
troduced the New Style from 14 September 1752 prescribed that a 21st year of age cur-
rent at the time of the change should be assigned the same number of days as it the
reform had not been made; it followed that Washington came of age on 21 February
1752, and celebrated his 21st birthday on the next day. Nevertheless, when his birthday,
as that of the national hero, became a matter of general concern, it was sometimes kept
on the old date; in 1786 a young Scottish traveller in Virginia, Robert Hunter, recorded
in his diary:
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Saturday, February u
This being General Washington's birthday, the guns were fired in honor of it. He is fifty-four

yeats of age. We dressed in the afternoon to go to a ball that was given on the occasion . ..
Hunter, 225

In the eatly years of the Republic the holiday was appropriated by the Federalists and
therefore largely ignored by their Republican opponents. An Englishman reports in a
letter written from Philadelphia in February 1796:

On General Washington's birth day; which was a few days ago, this city was unusually gay; every
person of consequence in it, Quakers alone excepted, made it a point to visit the General on this
day. As eatly as eleven o’clock in the morning he was prepared to receive them, and the audience
lasted till three in the afternoon. The society of the Cincinnati, the clergy, the officers of the
militia, and several others, who formed a distinct body of citizens, came by themselves separately.
The foreign ministers attended in their richest dresses and most splendid equipages. . . . I never
observed so much cheerfulness before in the countenance of General Washington; but it was im-
possible for him to remain insensible to the attention and the compliments paid to him on this
occasion. . . . A public ball and supper terminated the rejoicings of the day.

Not one town of any importance was thete in the whole union, whete some meeting did not
take place in honour of this day; yet singular as it may appear, thete are people in the country,
Americans too, foremost in boasting to other nations of that constitution, which has been raised
for them by his valour and wisdom, who are either so insensible to his merit, ot so totally devoid
of every generous sentiment, that they can refuse to join in commendations of those talents to
which they are so much indebted; indeed to such a length has this perverse spirit been carried,
that I have myself seen numbers of men, in all other points men of respectability, that have
peremptorily refused even to pay him the small compliment of drinking to his health after din-
ner; it is true indeed, that they qualify their conduct partly by asserting, that it is only as presi-
dent of the United States, and not as General Washington, that they have a dislike to him; but
this is only a mean subterfuge, which they are forced to have recourse to, lest their conduct
should appear too strongly marked with ingratitude. During the war there wete many, and not
loyalists either, who were doing all in their power to remove him from that command whereby
he so eminently distinguished himself. It is the spirit of dissatisfaction which forms a leading
trait in the character of the Americans as a people, which produces this malevolence at present,
just as it did formetly; and if their public affairs were regulated by a person sent from heaven, I
firmly believe his acts, instead of meeting with universal approbation, would by many be con-
sidered as deceitful and flagitious. Weld, i. 104—9

In 1800, the year after Washington’s death, the Republicans made an exception; but the
decline of the Federalists allowed the day to become a national celebration. By 1832
Washington was firmly regarded as the father of his country:

[New York], Tuesday [February] 21st [1832]. Tomorrow the centennial anniversary of Washing-
tons Birthday will be splendidly celebrated in this city. An Oration by General Lewis in the
morning, & a grand civic & military Ball at the City Hotel in the evening, . . . Our proud City Hall
is to be brilliantly illuminated, a spectacle from its situation very splendid indeed bewitching. We
must contrive to let our younkets see it, that they may learn to revere the memory of General
Washington, ‘Fitst in war, first in peace, & first in the hearts of his countrymen’. What a gra-
cious compliment from a British nobleman, I do not recall his name & title. Pintard, iv. 1718

On 22 February 1997 the people of Fishguard in Wales commemorated the bicentenary
of the defeat by local people, together with the Pembrokeshire Yeomanry, of a French
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invasion force very much the worse for looted drink; several were captured by the local
cobbler Jemima Nicholas, who had led a party of women to carry out manoeuvres on
the hilltops. It is popularly believed that the tall black hats and red capes worn by Welsh
women at the time caused them to be mistaken for soldiers. Nevertheless, news of the
invasion caused a panic, a run on the Bank of England, and the first issue of £1 and £2
notes.

®

23 FEBRUARY

a.d. VII Kalendas Martias E

¢ HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Brunei: National Day
Guyana: Republic Day (1970)
Russia: Defenders of the Fatherland Day (formerly Red Army Day)

( ANCIENT ROME Terminalia, in honour of the boundary god Terminus who had
refused to make way on the Capitol for Jupiter himself; at every farm boundary he
received honeycombs, wine, and sacrificial blood from the households on either side,
followed by neighbourhood feasts. Under the pre-Caesarian calendar, the intercalary
month of twenty-seven days was added sometimes after this day and sometimes after
the next, the remainder of February being suppressed (see II: *Roman Calendar).

¢ HOLY DAYS Polycarp (CY, RC, Orth.; formerly 26 Jan. in West); formerly Peter
Damian (see *21 Feb.)

Polycarp, bishop of Smyrna (appointed, Tertullian says, by St John the Apostle), en-
trusted by St Ignatius on his way to martyrdom with tasks to be discharged on his be-
half, and teacher of St Irenaeus; a champion of the faith against Gnostics, he recalled
how St John, in the bathhouse at Ephesus, on catching sight of the heretic Cerinthus
hastily departed for fear the roof should fall in on the enemy of truth. He was martyred
at the age of 86 to appease the howling mob in the amphitheatre, despite the governor’s
attempts at persuading him to recant. According to the report of the church at Smyrna,
the earliest martyr-acts preserved, the flames formed a vault around him and left him
unscathed, so that he had to be finished off with a dagger; such stories recur in later mar-
tyrdoms. The report joins the local Jews to the pagan crowd crying out against ‘the de-
stroyer of our gods’ and present at the Games on a ‘great sabbath’; this would be
problematic even without the dating of the martyrdom to 2 Xanthikos in the calendar
of Asia Minor = 23 February when Statius Quadratus was proconsul of Asia. Modern
scholars have proposed dates between 155 and 177, but none without sacrificing some
of the evidence; Eusebius’ chronicle gives 167, when the date in both calendars was a
Sunday.
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The Martyrdom of St Polycarp

He had known John
and others who had known the Lord
but he was betrayed by a servant,

arrested late in the evening

at a farm outside Smyrna,
hens scattering in panic,

geese retreating angrily,
children peeping from corners
to find out who are heroes,
who are villains.

This happens around the year 155,

the arrest of an old man

who had known those who had known
the Lord,

had known John.

In the city

a crowd assembles for the games,
officials, wives, magnates, courtesans,
labourers, idlers, children, artisans;
animals baying, trumpeting,

the stench not a clean farmyard stench
but a festering stink,

the reek of a blood circus.

The old man and the proconsul converse,
they see eye to eye,

they are the only philosophers

within five hundred miles,

and able to bear their differences,

the Roman reluctant

to condemn the venerable man

whose honour he can see.

The old man shrugs, smiles

‘How can I curse Christ,
for in all my eighty-six years
I have never known him do me wrong . ..
And the crowd is yelling,

‘Kill him,
he is the one who destroys our gods .. [
Even the cripples and lepers join in.

The circus gods need blood or ashes.

So because he is commanded

the proconsul orders the burning of Polycarp
‘and the flames made a sort of arch,

like a ship’s sail

filled with the wind,

and they were like a wall round the martyr’s body;
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and he looked, not like burning flesh,
but like bread in the oven,
or gold and silver being refined in the furnace!

He was like bread in the oven!
Like gold or silver in the furnacel

He turned the torture circus
to a fiery circus of joy, flames of the spirit.

But the cruel spectators did not clap their hands,
or fall to their knees, or say to the children,

ook, there is a miracle, a man alive in the flames.
Did the people say, have our gods done such things?
Did they warm themselves at those flames?

The old man stood

with the flames flowing round him
like a weir of fire,

sailing in his ship of fire,

safe in his tent of flames

as the outraged crowd damned him.

At a sign from the proconsul

(curious in ptivate life

about the supernatural)

a bored boy-executioner

braves the miraculous ark of flame,

pierces the old man’s heart,

freeing Polycarp,

who kicks his corpse aside

and becomes a soul

and the crowd go on cheering,

children laughing, the rubbish gods ungtieving,
Penelope Shuttle (1947— )

In medieval English calendars St Mildburg, abbess of Wenlock (c.700); it is said that
after her tomb had been destroyed by Vikings her relics were found after boys playing
in the field had sunk into the earth.
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24 FEBRUARY

a.d. VI Kalendas Martias F
St. Matthie

sends sap into the tree.

Saint Matthee
shut up the bee.

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Mexico: Flag Day (anniversary of Plan of
Iguala, advocating independence from Spain)
Estonia: Independence Day (from Russia, 1918)

€ ANCIENT ROME This day was the Regifugium, Flight of the King’, commonly in-
terpreted as commemorating the expulsion of the Etruscan monarchy by the native aris-
toctracy and the founding of the Republic. This explanation is rendered doubtful by the
existence of the equally mysterious Poplifugium, or ‘Flight of the People’, on 5 July;
there was much in Roman religious usage that Roman authors did not understand,
partly because it belonged to an unsophisticated rustic past, partly because the Latin
language had changed so much since the regal and early Republican periods that inher-
ited names and prayers were no longer comprehensible. Before Caesar’s reform of the
calendar, the Regifugium fell on the 23rd of the intercalary month when there was one
(ad. VI Kal. Mart. mense interkalari).

¢ HOLY DAYS Matthias, Apostle (BCP; RC before 1969, now 14 May, also CY)
Matthias the Apostle was the apostle elected to fill the place of Judas after his suicide:

Beginning from the baptism of John, unto that same day that he was taken up from us, must one
be ordained to be a witness with us of his resurrection. And they appointed two, Joseph called
Barsabas, who was surnamed Justus, and Matthias. And they prayed, and said, Thou, Lord, which
knowest the hearts of all men, shew whether of these two thou has chosen, That he may take
part of this ministry and apostleship, from which Judas by transgression fell, that he might go
to his own place. And they gave forth their lots; and the lot fell upon Matthias; and he was num-
bered with the eleven apostles. Acts 1: 226

He is said to have been martyred in Ethiopia. Another story has him miraculously res-
cued from cannibals by St Andrew; his relics are venerated in the Benedictine abbey of
Sankt Matthias at Trier, having reputedly been brought there in the early fourth century
by Bishop Agroecius.

St Matthias Day in leap year. In Julius Caesar’s calendar this day was counted twice in leap
year (see II: *Leap Year). At law the regular day, a.d. VI Kal. Mart., was followed by leap day,
a.d. bis VI Kal. Mart. (‘twice sixth day before the Kalends of March”) or bissextus for short;

but two Roman writers reverse the dates, so that the bissextus immediately follows the
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Terminalia, giving the sequence “th, twice 6th, 6th, sth’. This became the prevailing
order in the Middle Ages; as a result, when Western Christians chose the ‘sixth day
before the Kalends of March’ to honour St Matthias, his day was normally postponed
in leap year to the 25th. Although some churches (notably in Iceland) kept the 24th in
all years, and in 1172 Pope Alexander III ruled that either day was permissible in accord-
ance with local custom, postponement was the rule at Rome, and is laid down in the
Gregorian calendar; it remained in force until in 1969 the feast was shifted to 14 May.
In England postponement, explicitly attested by Byrhtferth of Ramsey c.1o1 and
thereafter in church calendars, remained the regular practice until the time of Charles
II; it was by mere inadvertence that the Oxford Almanack gave the 24th for 1680 and
1684. On the second occasion the error was pointed out by John Whallis, Savilian Pro-
fessor of Astronomy in the University of Oxford; but in that year William Sancroft,
archbishop of Canterbury, ordered that St Matthias should always be honoured on the
24th. This appears to have been a hasty deduction from careless drafting in the 1662
Book of Common Prayer (see II: *Leap Year); but although according to Wallis (who
pestered successive archbishops about the matter) he privately acknowledged his mis-
take, his order was never revoked, so that non-postponement became the rule of the
Church of England. The ASB adopted the new Roman Catholic date of 14 May, which
since 1984 has been the judicial red-letter day; CY allows either. The Oxford Almanack,
after displacing St Matthias to 14 May in 1993 and 1994, restored him to 24 February,
where he has since remained, in the leap year 1996 as well as in common years.
Weather proverbs state that if there is sharp frost on St Matthias’ feast it will last for
several days, and conversely that after his day the fox is afraid to walk on ice; for
‘Matthias breaks the ice, if he finds it; if he does not break it, he makes it all the harder’
Francis Mortoft experiences St Matthias’ Day in Rome in 1659:

February the 24. Being S* Mathewes [sic] day wee went to Saint Mary Majora, where wee saw a
head exposed in a Christal Cupp w* is affirmed to be y* head of S* Mathew, but whether it was
or noe I know not. but it was much adored by y* People. Both Priests and people praying to it.
and happy was he y* could get but his heads [si for hands’] to touch y* outside of y* Cupp where
in this head was. The teeth of it are perfectly to bee seen, & it is affirmed to haue y* same flesh.
Beard & haire as it had when S* Mathew was aliue. Here was also very good Musicke by some 8
or 10 Voyces to stirr vp y° people to be y* mote deuout; and y* it might smell the sweeter y* Preist
came and cast y* stoake of ffrankincense against y* outside of y* cupp. In y* Chappel of Paul y*
5™ were exposed the Heads of y* 12 Apostles in siluer, with some reliques of Saints. as Armes,
fingers, and such like things, and the Picture of y* Virgin Mary which is affirmed to be drawne
by the hand of S* Luke. was open & euery one might haue a sight of it to which thousands I
thinke this day made there prayers, and all y* place was full of Candles upon siluer Candlestickes.
so y* y* Chappell seemed like a little Paradise. Mortoft, fos. 6r'—62*

The Venerable Bede records that Ethelbert of Kent, the first Christian king among
the English, died on this day in 616; since he gives the date as ‘die XXIIII mensis
Februarii’, not with reference to the Kalends of March or St Matthias, there can be no
mistake about it. Nevertheless, he is commemorated on *25 February to avoid St

Moatthias.
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25 FEBRUARY

a.d. V Kalendas Martias G
(in leap year a.d. bis VI Kalendas Martias, F)

¢ HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Kuwait: National Day

¢ HOLY DAYS

Ethelbert (Athelberct, Edilbertus), king of Kent (560—616), whose power, though chal-
lenged by the rise of East Anglia, extended as far as the Humber; the first Christian
Anglo-Sazon king. Already married to the Christian Bertha, daughter of the Frankish
king Charibert of Paris, he welcomed Augustine and his fellow missionaries in 597,
giving them lodgement in his capital of Canterbury and according them freedom to
preach; they used the old Roman church of St Martin, where Queen Bertha prayed.
After a while Ethelbert himself was baptized (according to tradition on Whit Sunday
that year, 2 June), and gave strong support to his new religion and its teachers; he
assisted Augustine to build St Saviour’s (now the cathedral of Christ Church, Canter-
bury) and encouraged him to found the monastery of SS Peter and Paul, subsequently
renamed St Augustine’s; his lawcode, the first to be issued by an Anglo-Saxon king, in-
cluded a clause protecting the clergy. He died on *24 February 616.

Walburg or Walpurga, daughter of Richard of England (see *7 Feb.), abbess of Heiden-
heim south of Nuremberg, died on this day in 779. On 1 May 870 her relics were trans-
lated to a monastic church newly built in her honour at Eichstitt, where she is patroness
of the diocese; for this reason the night of *30 April is known as Walpurgisnacht.

In Julius Caesat’s reformed Roman calendar, this was leap day; the bissextus; however, un-
official and medieval usage made *24 February leap day and counted the 25th as the reg-
ular sixth before the Kalends of March. In particular St Matthias was culted on this day
in leap year down to 1680 in England, and down to 1968 by the RC Church, which like-
wise culted the saints of this and the remaining days of February one day later by the
torward count, that is to say on the same Roman date.

C)
26 FEBRUARY

a.d. IV Kalendas Martias A
(in leap year a.d. V Kalendas Martias, G)

¢ HOLY DAYS

Alexander, patriarch of Alexandria (d. 328). It fell to him to deal with Arius, the ori-
ginator of the Arian heresy (that the Son was created by the Father); when persuasion
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failed, he excommunicated him. The heresy was condemned (though not suppressed)
by the Council of Nicaea in 325, and Arius banished by the emperor. In the Orthodox
Church his day is 29 May, in the Coptic Church 257 Pharmouthi = 22 April OS.

The rooks and New Style

The 26th of February, N.S., corresponds to the day which used to be assigned for the rooks be-
ginning to search for materials for their nests, namely, the twelfth day after Candlemas, O.S.
The Rev. Dr Waugh used to relate that, on his return from the first year’s session at the Uni-
versity of Edinburgh, his father’s gardener undertook to give him a few lessons in natural his-
tory. Among other things, he told him that the ‘craws’ (rooks) always began buﬂding twelve days
after Candlemas. Wishful to shew off his learning, young Waugh asked the old man if the craws
counted by the old or by the new style, just then introduced by Act of Parliament. Turning upon
the young student a look of contempt, the old gardener said—"Young man, craws care naething
for acts of parliament’ Chambers

@
27 FEBRUARY

a.d. III Kalendas Martias B
(in leap year a.d. IV Kalendas Martias, A)

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Dominican Republic: Independence Day (1844,
when Haitians withdrew)

¢ ANCIENT ROME The Equirria, a horse-race in honour of Mars, were held on this

day.

€ HOLY DAYS George Herbert (CY); Leander (RC; see *13 Mar.)

Grorge Hetbert, priest, pastor, poet (1593—1633); public orator at the University of Cam-
bridge 1620-8, MP for Montgomery in the parliaments of 1624 and 1625; in 1626
prebendary of Leighton Bromwold in Huntingdonshire, in 1630 rector of Bemerton
near Salisbury; author of many fine religious poems, most of which were published in

1633 as The Temple.
The Pulley
‘When God at first made man,
Having a glasse of blessings standing by;
Let us (said he) pour on him all we can:
Let the worlds riches, which dispersed lie,

Contract into a span.

So strength first made a way;
Then beautie flow'd, then wisdome, honour, pleasure:
‘When almost all was out, God made a stay,
Perceiving that alone of all his treasure

Rest in the bottome lay.
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For if I should (said he)
Bestow this jewell also on my creature,
He would adore my gifts in stead of me,
And rest in Nature, not the God of Nature:
So both should losers be.

Yet let him keep the rest,
But keep them with repining restlessnesse:
Let him be rich and weatie, that at least,
If goodnesse lead him not, yet wearinesse
May tosse him to my breast.

®

28 FEBRUARY

pridie Kalendas Martias C
(in leap year a.d. III Kalendas Martias, B)

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Candlemas term day (Scotland since 1990)

¢ HOLY DAYS

Oswald of Worcester, consecrated bishop of Worcester in g61, a position he retained for life
despite becoming archbishop of Yotk in g72; a reforming bishop, he founded the
monastic cathedral of St Mary’s, Worcester, where he is buried. He died on *29 Febru-
ary 992; till 1968 this was his day in leap year.

A PRINCE so dear to the church as Oswald, and so attached to the professors of the monastic
life, received every posthumous honor that they could bestow. He was raised to the rank of a
saint; and his sanctity confirmed by numbetless miracles. His reliques (which were removed the
year following by Oswy) wete efficacious in all disordets incident to man or beast. The very spot
on which his pious corpse had laid, imparted its virtue by the mere contact: the horse of a trav-
eller, wearied by excess of labor, stopt here, lay down, and, rolling about in agony, luckily tum-
bled on the place where Oswald fell. No sooner had he touched the ground, than he sprung up
in full vigor. His master, a man of great sagacity! marked the spot; mounted his nag, and soon
reached his inn. There he found a young woman ill of the palsy. He told the adventure of his
horse; persuaded her friends to try the same remedy; caused her to be transported thete; and she
instantly found the same benefit. Pennant, Wales, 248

®

29 FEBRUARY

pridie Kalendas Martias C

Leap Day. In the modern form of the calendar, which dispenses with the Roman names
of days, this is leap day, inserted every four years to make up the difference between the
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common year of 365 days and the solar year; by happy accident the sequence of leap
years inherited from the Romans coincides with years Ap divisible by 4. Since the true
difference is some eleven minutes less than six hours, Pope Gregory XIII ordered in1582
that leap day should be omitted when the year was divisible by 100 but not by 400; the
years affected, in those countries that accepted the reform (which Great Britain did not
till 1752), were 1700, 1800, and 1900 (see II: *Modern Calendar: Gregorian Reform). There will
again be a 29 February in 2000, but not in 2100.

Persons born on 29 February are humorously said to have a birthday only once in
four years; on that basis Rossini, who was born on 29 February 1792, would have waited
till 1804 for his second birthday, since 1800 was a common year. In practice, however,
they have birthdays in common years on the 28th. By the legal rule noted under the
22nd, anyone born on either 29 February or 1 March 1948 in England (though not Scot-
land) came of age on 28 February 1969; but since the Act that abolished that rule also
reduced the age of majority, persons born on 29 February 1952 came of age on 28 Feb-
ruary 1970, but those born the next day not till 1 March.

Western saints such as Oswald of Worcester who died on 29 February used to be
culted on that day in leap year and 28 February in common years; this was a last relic of
the Roman reckoning, which made the last day of February pridie Kalendas Martias in
either case. By contrast, the Orthodox Church, which uses the forward count, cele-
brates John Cassian (see *23 July) on 29 February in leap year and not at all in common
years, reputedly as punishment for being last to arrive when the saints came to ask
Christ for work. In Mytilene this is the shirkers’ feast, and Cassian holds the keys of
idleness.

An old Scotswoman in the nineteenth century, asked by a small boy why this day oc-
curred only once in four years, consulted the ‘funtin-heid’, her Bible, which fell open at
Job 3: 3, ‘Let the day perish wherein I was born, and deduced that Job had been born
on 29 February; the Lord had not altogether abolished that day, but done what he could
for his servant by suppressing it three years out of four. That was mere fancy, but we
read in a near-contemporary that in the second century Ap the Athenians gratified the
multimillionaire Herodes Atticus—or rather yielded to his unrestrained emotionalism
and much-resented power—by removing from the calendar the day on which his daugh-
ter died (see II: *Greek Calendar).

29th February
A day added to the year,

laconic or luminous.

The extra day can be seen
and touched, like any other.

Its hours are not difficult to count,
the weather varies but is weather,

no alien manifestation.

Lovers who marry on this day
have the usual eggshell hearts,
the lewdness of fish.
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Children born on this day

are as fierce as any others.

Those who die on this day
must find new ways of being,
and on this day

singing still builds

the upstairs room of the sky.
This is the day

the year keeps for herself

but offers to you,

her breath for yours,

fair exchange.

Penelope Shuttle (1947— )

On this day, in England and Denmark, a woman has the traditional right of asking a
man to matry her; compare Sadie Hawkins Day (first Saturday in November) in the
USA and Sainte-Catherine (*25 Nov.) in France:

10CcULO: Maister, be contented, this is leape yeare,
‘Women weare breetches, petticoats are deare.
John Lyly, The Maydes Metamorphosis (1600), sig. F 1

On 29 February 1504 there was a lunar eclipse, predicted by the great astronomer Johann
Miiller of Konigsberg (‘Regiomontanus”); Columbus, who took an interest in eclipses
as possible indicators of longitude, when stranded on Jamaica during his fourth voyage
used that foreknowledge to secure food for his crew from the inhabitants by announ-
cing before the eclipse that the moon would rise dark and bloody in sign of God’s dis-
pleasure, and declaring after it that his prayers on their behalf had been answered. Mark
Twain exploited this story in 4 Connecticut Yankee at the Court of King Arthur, H. Rider Hag-
gard in King Solomon’s Mines.

®

30 FEBRUARY

There is no truth in the assertion by some modern (but no ancient) writers that Julius
Caesar gave all the odd months 31 days, February 29 days and 30 in leap year, and the
other even months (including Oct.) 30, but that Augustus upset the logical arrangement
in order to make his month of August as long as Caesar’s July. Nevertheless, 30 Febru-
ary has existed three times in the calendars of particular countries: once in Sweden,
twice in the Soviet Union.

In Sweden (which at the time included Finland), 1700 had been a common year under
aplan to introduce the New Style gradually, by omitting all leap days between 1700 and
1740 inclusive (see II: *Modern Calendar: Gregorian Reform: Sweden, and App. I); however,
1704 and 1708 had been kept as leap years, so that the Swedish calendar remained
one day ahead of the Julian and ten behind the Gregorian. The calamitous defeat of
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Chatles XTI by Peter the Great at Poltava on 28 June 1709 Swedish style (which British
and Russian writers call 277 June and most Continental historians 8 July) was widely
blamed on divine displeasure at the reform, which was undone by adding a second leap
day in 1712; this day corresponded to 29 February OS = 1 March NS.

In the Soviet Union (see II: *Modern Calendar: Twentieth-Century Reforms: Soviet Union),
anew calendar was imposed from 1 October 1929 in which all months had 30 days, with
five extra days kept as national holidays; the first of these, Lenin Day, cotresponded to
31 January Gregorian. In consequence 30 February Soviet fell on 2 March Gregorian in
the common years 1930 and 1931; in leap year it would have been 1 March Gregorian, but
before the case could arise in 1932, the equalized months had been abandoned.



€3
-

I
MARCH

I dout that Merche with his cauld blastis keyne
Hes slane this gentill herbe

William Dunbar

March winds and April showers
bring forth May flowers.

( NAMES FOR THE MONTH Latin Martius, French mars, Spanish marzo, Portuguese
Margo, Italian marzo, German Mirz, Welsh Mawrth, Scots Gaelic am Mart, Irish Mirta

Martius is named after Mars, the god of war (the campaigning season began in the
spring) who was also an agricultural deity. It was originally the first month of the

Roman year, a conception that remained available for poets who wished to use it.

An Old English name for March, Hljda (probably related to ‘loud’, from the roaring
March winds (see Pl. 4)), long survived as Lide. For Zlfric (see *18 Mar.) it was normal
amongst the laity; John Aubrey says (Remaines, 13): “The vulgar in the West of England
doe call the month of March, Lide’, citing a ‘proverbiall rhythme’ (i.e. thyme):

Eat Leekes in Lide, and Ramsins in May,
And all the year after Physicians may play.

(‘play’ = be idle, unemployed, a sense still found in northern England)

The name was still used in nineteenth-century Cornwall, where it was said: ‘Ducks wan't

lay till they've drink'd lide water!

¢ HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

First Monday Swaziland: Commonwealth Day
USA, Illinois: Casimir Pulaski’s Birthday (Polish patriot who went to America in
1777 to fight with Washington in the American Revolution; he died a hero in1779)

Second Monday UK: Commonwealth Day (until 1958, Empire Day); the Union flag is
flown

Fourth Monday Taiwan: Youth Day

Last Monday USA, Alaska: Seward’s Day (Secretary of State under Lincoln and Andrew
Johnson; negotiated the purchase of Alaska from Russia in 1867)
USA, Virgin Islands: Transfer Day (purchase by USA from Denmark, 1917)
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First Tuesday USA, Vermont: Town Meeting Day
Second Saturday Zambia: Youth Day

In the United Kingdom and much of Western Europe, Summer Time begins on the last
Sunday in March.

These [the seasons], marching softly, thus in order went,
And after them, the Monthes all riding came;
First, sturdy March with brows full sternly bent,
And armed strongly, rode vpon a Ram,
The same which ouer Hellespontus swam:
Yet in his hand a spade he also hent,
And in a bag all sorts of seeds ysame,
‘Which on the earth he strowed as he went,
And fild her womb with fruitfull hope of nourishment.

Spenser, The Faerie Queene, VI vii. 32

A whole number of weather proverbs say that dry, windy weather in March will bode
well for the spring. But March weather is very unpredictable:

February makes a bridge and March breaks it.

March hack ham comes in like a lion, goes out like a lamb.
(‘back ham’ = hackande, ‘annoying”)

And now to mynde there is one olde prouerbe come:
‘One bushell of March dust is worth a kynges raunsome,

John Heywood, Play of the Weather (1533), IL. 620—1

It is the destiny of provetbs to be endlessly repeated, rarely questioned. Thomas Fuller
(1662) proves an exception:

Not so in Southern sandy Counties, where a dry March is as destructive, as here it is beneficial
How much a King’s randsom amounteth unto, England knows by dear experience, when paying
one hundred thousand pounds to redeem Richard the first, which was shared between the German
Emperor and Legpoldus duke of Austria. Indeed a general good redounds to our Land by a dry
March, for if our clay-grounds be over-drowned in that moneth, they recover not their distemper
that year.

However, this proverb presumeth seasonable showers in 4pril following, or otherwise March-dust
will be turned into May-ashes, to the burning up of grass and grain; so easily can God blast the
most probable fruitfulness. Fuller, Worthies, 87

An Irish name for March is mi na (b3) riaibhche, ‘the month of the brindled cow”:

the legend is that the brindled cow complained at the dawn of April of the harshness of March,
whereupon March borrowed a few days from Aptil and these were so wet and stormy that the b
riabbach was drowned, hence March has a day more than April, and the borrowed days are called
laethanta na riasbhche. Dinneen, s.v. riabbach

Other versions of this legend assign the days to April but their weather to March: see
*1 April.
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The proverbial expression ‘Mad as a March hare’ has nothing to do with weather; March
is the breeding season.

It is now March, and the Northerne wind dryeth vp the Southerne durt: The tender Lippes are
now maskt for feare of chopping, and the faire hands must not be vngloued: now riseth the
Sunne a pretty step to his faire height, and Saint Valentine calls the birds together, where Nature
is pleased in the varietie of loue: the Fishes and the Frogs fall to their manner of generation, and
the Adder dyes to bring forth her young: the Ayre is sharpe, but the Sunne is comfortable, and
the day beginnes to lengthen: The forward Gardens giue the fine Sallets, and a Nosegay of
Violets is a present for a Lady: Now beginneth Nature (as it were) to wake out of her sleepe,
and sends the Traueller to suruey the walkes of the Wortld: the sucking Rabbit is good for weake
stomackes, and the dyet for the Rhume doth many a great Cure: The Farrier now is the horses
Physitian, and the fat Dog feeds the Faulcon in the Mew: The Tree begins to bud, and the grasse
to peepe abroad, while the Thrush with the Black-bird make a charme in the young Springs: the
Milke-mayd with her best beloued, talke away wearinesse to the Market, and in an honest mean-
ing, kind words doe no hurt: the Foot-ball now tryeth the legges of strength, and merry matches
continue good fellowship: It is a time of much worke, and tedious to discourse of: but in all I
find of it, I thus conclude in it: I hold it the Seruant of Nature, and the Schoole-master of Art:
the hope of labour, and the Subiect of Reason. Farewell. Breton (1626)

®

I MARCH

Kalendae Martiae D

Mardh, various, fierce, and wild, with wind-crack'd cheeks,
By wilder Welchman led, and crownd with leeks!
Churchill, ‘Gotham', 1ii. 101

Upon Saint David’s Day
put oats and barley in the clay.

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Bosnia-Hercegovina: National Day (anniversary
of 1992 declaration of independence)
USA, Nebraska: Admission Day (37th state, 1867)
USA, Ohio: Admission Day (r7th state, 1803)

€ ANCIENT ROME This was originally the first day of the Roman year, still marked
in classical times by tending of the sacred fire of the goddess Vesta, and the affixing of
fresh laurels to the Regia (the home of the pontifex maximus, said to have been King
Numa’s), the houses of the flamines (priests of particular deities), and the Curiae Veteres
(centre of the ancient curiae, see *17 Feb.). The Leaping Priests or Salii performed a pro-
cession in honour of Mars, chanting a hymn too archaic for Romans to understand, and
carrying figure-of-eight shields called ancilia (see *14 Mar.). It was also the feast of Juno
Lucina, the goddess of childbirth, the married women's festival, the Matronalia, on
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which they received presents and special attentions from their husbands, although Gaius
Laelius came late to dinner because he had been busy writing a scene for his friend
Terence; this Laelius was known as Sapiens, ‘the Wise’, after backing away from a con-
troversial proposal for a secret ballot. Contrariwise, the bachelor Horace invites his
friend and patron Maecenas to join him in celebrating it as the day on which he had
natrowly escaped a falling tree.

¢ HoLy DAYS David (CofE, RC Wales and England)

David, patron saint of Wales; always Dewi in Welsh, whereas the biblical king is Dafydd.
His day (Dydd Dewi) is the national day, and a red-letter day, but on the civil, not the
ecclesiastical calendar. (In Wales the Union flag is flown.) Although there are references
to him from the eighth century onwards, his life dates from c.1090, being written in
order to show that the see of St David’s was independent of Canterbury; it makes him
the son of one Sanctus (Sant) prince of Cardigan (Ceredigion), who raped a woman
called Nonna (Non: *3 Mar.); that these names mean respectively ‘saint’ and ‘nun’ does
not assist belief. It also assigns him 147 years of life, which the Bollandists emended to
97, specifically from late 446 to early 544, citing evidence that St Teilo (see *g Feb.), who
consecrated his successor, was dead by 560; the tradition that he died in 601 is no more
reliable than the tale that he bade his people wear leeks in battle to distinguish them
from the Saxon enemy, thereby making it a national emblem. More probably the leek,
an emblem of Wales, is associated with St David and his day because it is proverbially
good to eat at this time (see the proverb quoted earlier).

On the eve of St David’s Day 1997, bones discovered in the nineteenth century and
populatly believed to be his relics were found to be too recent; the favoured candidate
is now St Caradog (see *13 Apr.).

Pope Felix IT(485—96), a rigid disciplinarian who in 484 excommunicated the emperor
Zeno and patriarch Acacius of Constantinople for refusing to do his bidding in matters
arising from the Christological arguments of the day (see *10 Mar.). Acacius responded
to his excommunication by omitting the Pope’s name from the ‘diptychs’, or list of
petsons publicly prayed for; in turn, even after the patriarch’s death, Felix refused to
make peace so long as Acacius’ name was included in them; the schism was not ended
till 519.

This day was the official beginning of the year in Venice, and in Russia down to the
tourteenth century; it was also (reckoned in Old Style) the first month of the Ottoman
financial year (see II: *Muslim Calendar: Turkey). The Franks counted the year from it, so
long as they kept their ancient annual muster then, but ceased to do so when the cus-
tom was abandoned in the eighth century.

The Greeks regard 1 March as the first day of fine weather. A ‘March-thread’ is left
out overnight on a rosebush, then worn on the wrist or the great toe typically until
Easter Day, after which it is returned to the bush; it is supposed to protect the wearer.
St John Chrysostom complains of the red thread and other amulets (including bells)
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hung on children to protect them; woollen threads to ward off evil were worn by the
initiates in the Eleusinian Mysteries at Athens. (A similar custom was observed in
China in the fifth lunar month.) In the Dodecanese and elsewhere children go round
with an effigy of a swallow, singing a song in honour of the bird and the fine weather
it brings, and begging food at each house; this perpetuates a custom attested for ancient
Rhodes. On the other hand the first three days of Matrch are also known as ‘sharp days™
one should not wash clothes, for they will wear out, nor chop wood, for it will rot, nor
bathe, for one’s hair will fall out.

William Prynne, in his vehement invective against playgoing, Histrio-Mastix: The
Players Scourge, or, Actors Tragedie (London, 1633), quotes the following from what he calls
‘the sixteenth Play-condemning Councell . .. the sixth Councell of Constantinople,
Anno Domini 680° (pp. 583—4.):

Can. 62. Those things that are called Kalends, and those that are named winter wishes (vorz
brumalia), and that meeting which is made upon the first day of March, wee will shall bee wholly
taken away out of the Citty of the faithfull: as also we wholly forbid and expell the publike dan-
cing of women bringing much hurt and destruction: and likewise those dances and mysteries that
are made in the name of those, who are falsly named Gods among the Graecians, ot in the name
of men and women, after the ancient manner, farre differing from the life of Christians:
ordaining that no man shall henceforth bee clothed in womans apparell, nor no woman in mans
aray. Neither may any one put on comicall, satyricall or tragicall vizards in Entetludes, neither
may they invocate the name of execrable Bacchus, when as they presse their grapes in winepresses;
neither pouring out wine in tubbes, may they provoke laughter, exercising those things through
ignorance or vanity which proceed from the imposture of the Divel.

In Devon the first three days in March were called ‘blind days’; so unlucky were they

considered that no farmer would sow seed on any of the three.

St David’s Day. Wearing of leeks on St David’s Day:

FLUELLEN. Your grandfather of famous memory, an't please your majesty, and your
great-uncle, Edward the Plack Prince of Wales, as I have read in the chronicles,
fought a most prave pattle here in France.

KING HARRY. They did, Fluellen.

FLUELLEN. Your majesty says vety true. If your majesties is remembered of it, the
Welshmen did good service in a garden where leeks did grow, wearing leeks in their
Monmouth caps, which your majesty know to this hour is an honourable badge of
the service. And I do believe your majesty takes no scorn to wear the leek upon Saint
Tavy's Day.

KING HARRY. ] wear it for a memorable honour,

For I am Welsh, you know, good countryman. Henry V, 1v. vii. go—103

William Schellinks, a visiting Dutchman, witnesses St David’s Day in London in 1662:

On the first of March old style, being St. David’s Day, the day of the patron saint of Wales, when
according to ancient custom, all people born in that principality put a leek in the band of their
hats. That is supposed to be in memory of a battle fought and won by them on St. David’s Day,
in which they wore them as a mark to distinguish themselves from their enemies. So His Majesty
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and many great Lords and gentlemen, common people, and even lackeys, coachmen, porters, and
all kinds of riff-raff and layabouts wear one on their hats.

NB. The office to fix the leek to the King’s hat on this day is worth 6oo guilders.

We saw some countryfolk carry such large leeks on their hats that their heads hung almost
sideways because of them. And so on this day the Welshmen are greatly teased by the English,
not only by calling after them Taffey, Taffey, or David, David, but also by hanging out all kinds
of dolls and scarecrows with leeks on their heads, and as they celebrate the day with heavy booz-
ing, and both sides, from the ale, strong beer, sack and claret, become short-tempered, obstinate,
and wild, so it is not often that this day goes by without mishaps, and without one or the other
getting into an argument or a blood fight. Thus it happened this year that near Westminster a
‘Welsh nobleman stabbed an Englishman. So too an English cook, who, for fun, stuck a leek on
his hat and addressed, as a fellow countryman, a great lord, a Welshman, who passed by with his
suite, who responded in Welsh, which is as different from English as French is from Dutch.
‘When the cook replied sneeringly in English, the lord went for him, the cook fled into his shop
and grabbed a spit from the fire and with this attacked the Welshman, who, supported by his ser-
vants with their rapiers, all turned against the cook, who was immediately helped by all sorts of
rabble, throwing dirt and other things, so that in the end he was compelled to retreat, and, the
furore getting greatet, he was forced to take to the water, and, although he had got help, the mob,
fighting furiously, got into the boat, and if His Majesty had not sent help quickly by water, they
could easily have been killed. Schellinks, 75

®

2 MARCH

a.d. VI Nonas Martias E

On Saint Valentine’s Day cast beans in clay
But on Saint Chad sow good and bad.

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES USA, Texas: Texas Independence Day (from
Mexico, 1836)

¢ HOLY DAYS Chad (CofE)

Chad, in Old English Ceadda, pronounced Chad-da (d. 672), first bishop of Mercia and
Lindsey at Lichfield; brother of St Cedd (see *26 Oct.). Irregularly consecrated bishop
of York during St Wilfrid's absence (see *12 Oct.), he was deprived by Archbishop
Theodore (*19 Sept.), but given the consolation prize of Lichfield, where he founded a
monastery. Veneration as a saint began soon after his death; in Ireland St Egbert (see
*24 Apr.) reported a vision of Chad'’s soul escorted to heaven by Cedd and a column of
angels. He is patron saint of medicinal springs; St Chad’s Well, in Lichfield, is so named
from the stone in the bottom, ‘on which, some say, St Chad was wont, naked, to stand
in the water and pray’. Not inappropriately, Lichfield was the home of Sir John Floyer,
author of An Essay to Prove Cold Bathing both Safe and Useful (1702); he describes St Chad

(pp- 17-18) as:



106 2 MARCH

one of the first Converters of our Nation, and used Immersion in the Baptism of the Saxans.
And the Well near Stow, which may bear his Name, was probably his Baptistety, it being deep
enough for Immersion, and conveniently seated near that Church; and that has the Reputation
of curing Sore Eyes, Scabs, &c. as most Holy Wells in England do, which got that Name from the
Baptizing the first Christians in them, and to the Memory of the Holy Bishops who baptized in
them, they were commonly dedicated, and called by their Names.

Nicholas Owen (c.1550—1606), Jesuit lay brother and martyr. Born to a recusant family, and
a carpenter by training, he specialized in building priest-holes, in one of which he him-
self had to hide without food for two weeks. Giving himself up to deflect attention
from priests, he was tortured and eventually died on the rack, refusing to reveal any
names.

®

3 MARCH
a.d. V Nonas Martias F

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Bulgaria: Liberation Day (from Ottoman rule,
1878) (national day)
Japan: Peach Festival (Momo no sekku) or Dolls’ Festival (Hiramatsuri), solar
equivalent of Chinese Pintiogong on the third day of the third lunar month
USA, Florida: Admission Day (27th state, 1845)

¢ HOLY DAYS

Kunigunde, widow of Holy Roman Emperor Henry II (1002—24,), died as a nun 1033; can-
onized in 1200. Their childless union was converted by hagiographers, like that of Ed-
ward the Confessor and Edith Godwinsdaughter (see *13 Oct.), into a mariage blanc; in a
further improvement, Kunigunde was said to have proved her virginity by walking over
twelve red-hot ploughshares—a test that the Cunégonde of Voltaire’s Candide would un-
doubtedly have failed. She is now generally culted together with her husband on 13 July.
Clement XI named her as a patron of Lithuania in 1715; she was decreed patron of
Luzembourg in 1914.

Non, mother of St David (see *1 Mat.); her well, on the Pembrokeshire coast, credited
with healing powers and tidal flow, was found on being cleaned in 1825 to have been a
receptacle for coins. It was restored by the RC Church in Wales and rededicated with a
pilgrimage in July 1951. A nearby Bronze Age stone circle is said to bear the imprint of
the fingers with which St Non gripped it during labour.
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4 MARCH

a.d. IV Nonas Martias G

€ HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES USA: Constitution Day (1789)
USA, Vermont: Admission Day (14th state, 1791)

¢ HOLY DAYS Casimir of Poland (RC)

Casimir (Kazimierz) (1458-84), son of the Polish king Kazimierz IV, born 5 October
1458. Elected king of Hungary by a faction of the magnates, he was defeated by Matthias
Corvinus and devoted himself to a life of celibacy and austerity; he died at Wilno
(Vilnius in Lithuania) on 4 March 1484. Miracles occurred at his tomb; he was canon-
ized in 1521. The Marian hymn ‘Omni die dic Mariae’ is wrongly ascribed to him. He
was decreed patron of Lithuania in 1922, and one of the chief patrons of Russia in 1914.
The saying that March often comes in like a lion is common to England and North
America:

In Earliest Spring

Tossing his mane of snows in wildest eddies and tangles,
Lion-like, March cometh in, hoarse, with tempestuous breath,
Through all the moaning chimneys, and thwart all the hollows and angles
Round the shuddering house, threating of winter and death.

But in my heart I feel the life of the wood and the meadow
Thrilling the pulses that own kindred with fibres that lift

Bud and blade to the sunward, within the inscrutable shadow,
Deep in the oak’s chill core, under the gathering drift.

Nay, to earth’s life in mine some prescience, or dream, or desire
(How shall I name it aright?) comes for a moment and goes,—
Rapture of life ineffable, perfect—as if in the brier,
Leafless there by my door, trembled a sense of the rose.

William Dean Howells (1837-1920)

@
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a.d. ITI Nonas Martias A

¢ HOLY DAYS

Gerasimus (d. c.475), a monk who travelled from Lycia to Palestine, where he founded on
the banks of the Jordan a lavra that became second in size to St Sabas’(see % Dec.). He
is said to have drawn a thorn from the paw of a lion that thereafter became his
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companion; this tale, later told of St Jerome, recalls that of Androcles, recorded in the
early first century AD by the self-publicizing man of letters Apion of Alexandria, who
claimed to have personally witnessed the lion’s recognition of his benefactor in the
amphitheatre at Rome. But whereas Androcles was fed by the grateful beast on choice
portions of his kill, Gerasimus made his pet eat bread and wet pulses.

Ciaran (sth—6th c.), Anglicized to Kieran, ‘the first-born of the saints of Ireland’, said
to have been ordained bishop of Ossory by St Patrick; he founded the monastery of
Saighir at which the kings of Ossory were buried. Legend has him assisted in the build-
ing by a wolf, a badger, and a fox; when the fox made off with his shoes, the wolf and
the badger brought him back to be rebuked and shriven.

Piran or Perran (d. c.480), an Irish monk who went to north Cornwall; Perranporth is
named after him. He was popular in the Middle Ages, when pilgrimages were made to
the site of his hermitage. He is patron saint of Cornish tinminers.

In Denmark, peasants were expected to plough the lord’s land on this day.

Navigivan Lsidis, the voyage of Isis to Phoenicia, the start of the sailing season. Among
the Greeks and Romans Isis acquired a considerable cult as a goddess of the sea and
sailing; the Virgin Mary may owe the title Stella Maris to her, as she does much else.

Boston Massacre, 1770. There had been clashes between the people of Boston and British
troops ever since the latter had been quartered there in 1768; but when Captain Preston
of the 29th Regiment and seven of his men were pelted with stones and snowballs in
King Street by a crowd of some fifty or sixty, they opened fire, killing three persons; one
of them, Crispus Attucks, is commonly thought to have been black. In the face of angry
protest the troops were withdrawn; although at the subsequent murder trial—in which
the defending counsel were John Adams and Josiah Quincy—only two of the soldiers
were convicted and they only of manslaughter, the feeling aroused by the incident
greatly increased the colonists’ resentment.

C)
6 MARCH

pridie Nonas Martias B

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Ghana: Independence Day (from Great Britain,
1957)

¢ HOLY DAYS Formerly SS Perpetua and Felicity (see *7 Mar.)

Colette (1381—1447), Franciscan nun and reformer. Daughter of a carpenter at the abbey
of Corbie in Picardy, when orphaned at 17 she became a Franciscan tertiary and hermit
close to the abbey, where she was renowned for her austerity. Visions directed her to re-
form the nuns of the Poor Clares to stricter observance; she encountered much resistance
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until she gained the support of the Avignon (anti)pope Benedict XIII, and went on to
found seventeen new convents and reform others.

Cyniburg, daughter of the pagan Mercian king Penda and husband of Alcfrith, the
son of King Oswiu of Northumbria, founder of the convent of Castor (Northants),
d. ¢.680 and succeeded as abbess by her sister Cyneswith. Their relics were translated in
963 to Peterborough together with one of St Tibba, perhaps their kinswoman, an an-
choress of Ryhall in Rutland much honoured before the Reformation by the fowlers
and falconers of that county.

Rose of Viterbo honoured by the local church (see *4 Sept.).

Alamo Day. The Franciscan mission of the Alamo, garrisoned by the Texans, was
stormed by Gen. Santa Ana, who shot the five surviving defenders (including Captain
David Crockett) in cold blood; the infuriated Texans rallied and captured Santa Ana at
the battle of San Jacinto on 21 April.

@
~7 MARCH

Nonae Martiae C

¢ HOLY DAYS Perpetua (BCP); Perpetua and Felicity (CY, RC); formerly Thomas
Aquinas (see *28 Jan.)

Perpetua and companions (d. 203), martyrs of Carthage, were arrested under a decree of
the emperor Septimius Severus forbidding new conversions to Christianity. The young
mother Perpetua, her pregnant slave Felicity, and three male companions were im-
prisoned, then led to the Games, where the women were faced with a mad heifer, the
men with leopards and bears. Perpetua was so ecstatic that she did not realize she had
been thrown and injured. The martyrs were then killed by gladiators, Perpetua helping
the shaking hand of her executioner by guiding the blade to her throat. Felicity had
prayed successfully to give birth early so that she might suffer martyrdom with her com-
panions. Perpetua’s own affecting account of her imprisonment and visions survives, to-
gether with a contemporary and very full description of the martyrdom, which became
widely known and was influential on later accounts of martyrs. This is the date of
execution, and is the day assigned the feast in the csioianus (see App. D); but the RC
Church moved it to the 6th before restoring the 7th in 1969.

In Georgia, this day in common years, and the 6th in leap year, is the feast of the Nine
Holy Children (22 Feb. OS), who insisted on being baptized against their heathen par-
ents’ wishes and paid the penalty of martyrdom.

Paul III granted the Feast of the Espousals of Our Lady to the Franciscans in 1537, set-
ting the date as 7 March; some dioceses celebrated it on 23 January.
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Her Spousals
Wife did she live, yet virgin did she die,

Untoucht of man yet mother of a sonne,

To save her selfe and child from fatall lie,

To end the web wherof the thred was sponne
In mariage knots to Joseph shee was tide,
Unwonted workes with wonted veiles to hide.

God lent his Paradise to Josephs care

Whetein he was to plant the tree of life,

His sonne of Josephs child the title bare:

Just cause to make the mother Josephs wife.

O blessed man betroth'd to such a spouse,
More blessd to live with such a childe in house.

No carnall love this sacred league procurde,

All vaine delights were farre from their assent,
Though both in wedlocke bandes themselves assurde,
Yet streite by vow they seald their chast intent.

Thus had she Virgins, wives, and widowes crowne

And by dhast child-birth dubled her renowne.
Robert Southwell (?1561—95)

®

8 MARCH
a.d. VIII Idus Martias D

¢ HoLy pAYS Edward King (CY); John of God (RC)

Edward King (1829—1910), thought excessively pious as an undergraduate, became curate
at Wheatley near Oxford in 1853, chaplain of the theological college at Cuddesdon in
1858, Regius Professor of Pastoral Theology at Oxford in 1873, and bishop of Lincoln
in 1885; the last two appointments were made, despite political differences, by Glad-
stone, whose son Stephen had been King’s student at Cuddesdon. In 1888 King was cited
before the Archbishop of Canterbury for ritualistic practices at the communion service;
when two years later the case came to trial, most of them (including the Agnus Dei after
consecration, but not the sign of the Cross at absolution and blessing) were found to
be lawful. This ‘Lincoln Judgement’ was upheld in 1892 by the Judicial Committee of
the Privy Council. King was no extreme High Churchman, even sanctioning the remar-
riage in church of the innocent party to a divorce; but he was a staunch Conservative
who shortly before his death voted in the House of Lords for the motion to amend the
Budget in defiance of constitutional convention.

Jobn of God (Juan de Dios; 1495—1550), founder of the Brothers Hospitallers. A native of
Portugal, he was in succession a soldier for Spain, a shepherd, a pedlar of sacred books,
and a merchant with a shop in Granada. At the age of 40 he went mad and gave away
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all his books. Upon his recovery, the preacher John of Avila persuaded him to open a
hospital for the poor and sick, a task he undertook with zeal and success. After his
death his followers organized themselves into a religious order. He is patron of hos-
pitals, nurses, heart patients, and the sick, and also of booksellers and printers.

International Women’s Day, decreed in 1910 at the Second International Socialist Women's
Conference in Copenhagen on the proposal of Clara Zetkin, later a Communist deputy
to the Reichstag, and first kept in 1911 by comrades in Germany, Austria-Hungary,
Switzerland, and Denmark, later joined by those elsewhere; at first the date varied,
within March, from country to country, but from 1914 onwards observation was settled
on the 8th. For many decades the day was chiefly honoured in the Soviet Union and its
satellites; more recently, the collapse of its sponsor has permitted its spread, particu-
larly in the United States. But it is also sacred to the misogynistic Irish saint Senan
(d. 560), founder of the monastery on Slattery Island, who would allow no woman on
shore; when the saintly Cannera, close to death, desired to receive the viaticum from
him and be buried there, he would not let her land however pure her soul might be, and
bade her depart. She replied she would die first, did so, and was duly buried on the

island.

@
9 MARCH

a.d. VII Idus Martias E

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Belize: Baron Bliss Day (in honour of bene-
factor, Sir Henry Edward Ernest Victor Bliss) (public holiday)

¢ HOLY DAYS Frances of Rome (RC); Forty Martyrs of Sebaste (Orth.; 10th RC)

Frances of Rome (1384—1440), widow. She and her sister-in-law, from a well-to-do family
in Trastevere, devoted themselves to helping the poor and nursing the sick, work that
she continued even though her family and property suffered greatly in the invasion of
Rome by Ladislaus of Naples. In 1425 she founded a society of like-minded women,
modelled on the Rule of Benedict, but without vows, to work among the poor. Upon
the death of her husband Frances became head of the Oblates of Mary, later known as
the Oblates of Tor de’ Specchi. For several years she had a continuous vision of her
guardian angel (enabling her to see at night), which perhaps explains Pius XI's decision

to declare her patron of Roman motorists; the decree was confirmed in 1951.

The Forty Martyrs of Sebaste (Sivas) were Christian soldiers of Legio XII Fulminata exe-
cuted for their faith 320 by the emperor Licinius, who having turned against his col-
league Constantine suspected Christians of disloyalty; they were made to stand naked
in the open air on a cold winter’s night. They are celebrated by dishes in which the
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number 4o is involved: forty layers of pastry, forty different herbs or grains, forty pan-
Cakes, etc.

The martyrs’ unit, whose base lay to the south-east at Melitene (now Malatya), is
none other than the notorious “Thundering Legion’ of hagiographical fiction. In AD 172
a Roman army, encircled somewhere in what is now Slovakia, was suffering from heat
and thirst when a sudden rainstorm saved it; as the men drank, the enemy attacked, only
to be smitten by hail and thunder. Official credit was given to the Egyptian god Thoth,
identified with the Greek Hermes and Roman Mercury; popular belief ascribed the
miracle to the emperot’s own virtues, but Christians asserted that the rain had come in
response to the prayers of Christian soldiers, and claimed that the emperor had
acknowledged so much in his report to Senate and People (a document to that effect
was later forged). Some writers assign the Christian soldiers to the legion from
Melitene, said to have earned the name ‘Fulminata’ as a result; in fact it had borne that
name for over a century, nor is there independent evidence that it took part in this war.

For another legion posted far from home by legend, see *22 September.

Catherine of Bologna (Caterina Vigri). Born in Bologna in 1413, she became a companion
of Margareta d’Este in Ferrara, where she received a humanistic education. In 1432 she
entered the newly founded convent of Poor Clares in Bologna, where she became abbess
in 1456. Known for her mystic visions, she was also a painter, miniaturist, and poet, and
author of a devotional treatise. She died in 1463. Her violeta, which she used in her
devotions, has been preserved in its original state in her shrine, a rare example of an un-
restored fifteenth-century string instrument. Her body was found to be incorrupt eight-
een days after burial and was removed to her church, Corpus Domini in Bologna. In
1475, since her body was still flexible, the nuns decided to place her in a chair, where-
upon she immediately grew stiff: the abbess then commanded her on her obedience to
sit, at which she sat down in the position where she remains today. Since the fifteenth
century she bas drawn many visitors. Her body was one of the famed sights in
seventeenth-century Bologna; the Englishman Francis Mortoft records his disappoint-
ment at failing to view it on 7 April 1659:

In this Citty is to be seene the Body of A Nunn called Santa Catherina, who though dead about
400 yeares agoe; yet her Body, as is reported remaines in as perfect a shape as though she were
Liuing; her eyes also looking as liuely and bright as any liuing persons; they report many strange
storyes and miracles that she doth, she wants not petsons dayly to visit her, & Most of those y*
visit her. forget not to petrforme their deuotions before this dead Body. Wee were to see this
miracle, but it being a day whereon they vse to change her cloathes wee could not see it, unlesse

wee came two howers after, which tyme not permitting vs. so that wee went out of y* Towne with-
out seeing this Body, which is accounted one of y* wonderfullest things in Italy.

Mortoft, fo. 81

In Norway, as the weather is on this day, SO (it is said) it will be for the next forty days.
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®

10 MARCH
a.d. VI Idus Martias F
HRH the Prince Edward born 1964; the Union flag is flown

¢ HOLY DAYS John Ogilvie (RC Scotland)

Jobn Ogilvie (1580—1615), Jesuit priest and martyr. Born in Scotland and raised as a Calvin-
ist, he turned Roman Catholic while studying in France and eventually became a Jesuit.
After working in Austria and Paris he returned to Scotland in 1613, where he was arrested
for propagating the Roman Catholic faith and tortured in a vain attempt to make him
implicate others. Later he was tried for high treason; though he recognized James VI as
king, he refused to acknowledge his spiritual jurisdiction and was hanged.

Pope Simplicius (468—83); resisted attempts by Acacius, Patriarch of Constantinople, to
obtain recognition of his see’s parity with Rome, as voted at the Council of Chalcedon,
in 451, and to conciliate the many Eastern opponents of the Christological doctrine de-
termined at the same council, that Christ was ‘in two natures’ (divine and human). The
patriarch, secure in the emperor Zeno's support, dealt with his obstruction by ignoring
it; in 482 Acacius produced, and Zeno promulgated, a compromise formula or Henotikon
(‘Unifier’) that satisfied the Eastern patriarchs—a prize in the short term well worth
the alienation of Rome in an Italy ruled by heretical German warlords without
allegiance to the empire; for in Simplicius’ reign the last Western emperor de facto,
Romulus Augustulus, was deposed in 476, and the last de jure, Julius Nepos, was
mutdered in 480.

®

11 MARCH
a.d. V Idus Martias G

¢ HOLY DAYS

Oengus the Culdee (d. c.824), ‘the Hagiographer’, author of the eatliest Irish martyrology,
the Félire Oengusso. Born into the royal house of Ulster and educated at the monastery
of Clonenagh, Co. Laois, he became a hermit, living a very austere life; upon entering
the monastery at Tallaght he hid his identity and learning till recognized by abbot Mael-
ruain (see *7 July). He collaborated with the abbot on the Martyrology of Tallaght,

then completed his own verse martyrology.

The geese return from their southern migration in March in Wisconsin:
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One swallow does not make a summer, but one skein of geese, cleaving the murk of a March
thaw, is the spring,

A cardinal, whistling spring to a thaw but later finding himself mistaken, can retrieve his error
by resuming his winter silence. A chipmunk, emerging for a sunbath but finding a blizzard, has
only to go back to bed. But a migrating goose, staking two hundred miles of black night on the
chance of finding a hole in the lake, has no easy chance for retreat. His arrival carties the con-
viction of a prophet who has burned his bridges. . ..

The geese that proclaim the seasons to our farm are aware of many things, including the Wis-
consin statutes. The south-bound November flocks pass over us high and haughty, with scarcely
a honk of recognition for their favorite sandbars and sloughs. As a crow flies’ is crooked com-
pared with their undeviating aim at the nearest big lake twenty miles to the south, where they
loaf by day on broad waters and filch corn by night from the freshly cut stubbles. November
geese are awate that every marsh and pond bristles from dawn till dark with hopeful guns.

Match geese are a different story. Although they have been shot at most of the winter, as at-
tested by their buckshot-battered pinions, they know that the spring truce is now in effect. They
wind the oxbows of the river, cutting low over the now gunless points and islands, and gabbling
to each sandbar as to a long-lost friend. They weave low over the marshes and meadows, greet-
ing each newly melted puddle and pool. Finally, after a few pro-forma citclings of our matsh, they
set wing and glide silently to the pond, black landing-gear lowered and rumps white against the
far hill. Once touching water, our newly arrived guests set up a honking and splashing that shakes
the last thought of winter out of the brittle cattails. Our geese are home again!

Leopold, 18—19

®

12 MARCH

a.d. IV Idus Martias A

Sowe runcivals [ large peas) timelie, and all that be gray,
But sowe not the white till S. Gregories day.
Tusser

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Mauritius: Independence Day (from Great
Britain, 1968)

¢ HOLY DAYS Gregory I (BCP, RC until 1969)

Pope Gregory I (c.540—604,), fourth of the Latin Doctors of the Church; his title of Greg-
ory the Great was recognized as well deserved even by Gibbon, no friend to popes:

The pontificate of Gregory the Greas, which lasted thirteen years, six months, and ten days, is
one of the most edifying periods of the history of the church. His virtues, and even his faults,
a singular mixture of simplicity and cunning, of pride and humility, of sense and superstition,
wete happily suited to his station and to the temper of the times. Decline and Fall, ch. 45

Yet Romans were slow to recognize his merits: in the collection of papal biographies
known as the Liber Pontificalis his entry (probably written in 638) is briefer than those of
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far less significant popes. By contrast, in Ireland his writings made him Gregory of the
Golden Mouth and ‘chief of the pure fair Gaels’ (cent na nGaidel nglanmass), with an Irish
ancestry to boot; but his permanent fame is due to the English. His first vita was written
¢;710 by a Northumbrian monk, the Anonymous of Whitby’; Bede devoted a chapter of
his history to the topic. From England his virtues became known to the Franks.

Born into an eminent Roman family, Gregory served as prefect of the city c.572—4
before turning the family mansion into a monastery dedicated to St Andrew and
entering it himself; it is now the church of San Gregorio Magno. However, his talents
were too great to be left mouldering in personal holiness; successive popes made him
deacon of Rome and apocrisiarius or papal representative in Byzantium, whence he re-
turned with enhanced reputation in 586. Amidst his duties he had found the time to
begin his Moralia on the book of Job, a classic of Latin theology. Elected pope in 590,
he was faced with famine, floods, plague, and a Lombard invasion; he met them with
the highest administrative and diplomatic skills, relieving the cares of office by writing
the four books of Dialogues in which he lovingly relates such tales of miracles in the lives
of saints and martyrs as an earlier age had sought to banish from the Church. His other
works include the Cura Pastoralis or ‘Pastoral Care’ that King Alfred was to translate into
English. It was Gregory who first styled himself servus servorum Dei, ‘servant of the ser-
vants of God’.

Gregory's writings show a concern with liturgical matters, but forbid deacons to sing,
lest they be chosen for beauty of voice. Nothing is said of any musical interests on his
part till the late seventh century, when he is included in a list of popes who prescribed
the cycle of chants for the year; but partly through conflation with Pope Gregory II (see
*11 Feb.) and partly because his name had become authoritative, the chant melodies used
in most Roman churches came in the ninth century to be known as Gregorian; he was
said to have compiled the antiphoner and founded the Schola Cantorum. The dove
(embodying the Holy Spirit) said by the Anonymous of Whitby to have dictated his
commentary on Ezekiel was redeployed in medieval art to instruct him in the chant
melodies; he is a patron saint of music, as well as of protection against the plague (see
*29 Sept.).

The Anonymous relates that Gregory, by his tears, baptized the soul of the emperor
Trajan; this was to be a favourite legend in the Middle Ages, as was his causing a Host
to be transformed into a portion of a little finger when the woman who had baked it
refused to believe it could be the Body of Christ. This is sometimes known as the Mass
of St Gregory, a term also applied to the later legend of his receiving a vision, not seen
by his attendants, of Christ standing in His tomb surrounded by the instruments of the
Passion.

However, Gregory’s fame amongst the English rests on the conversion of the Angles
and Saxons through Augustine, prior of St Andrew’s (see *26 May). Two years earlier
the Pope had ordered a priest to buy English slave-boys to be trained in Roman monas-
teries. According to the Anonymous, while still a deacon he asked some fair-skinned
and fair-haired youths, whom Bede specifies as slaves for sale, to what nation they be-
longed; on learning they were Angles, he called them angels of God, and by similar
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word-play turned the name of their homeland, the northern English kingdom of Deira,
into de ira (‘[saved] from the wrath [of God]") and of their king, Zlla, into Alleluia. He
begged Pope Benedict I to send him as a missionary to England, for pity that so hand-
some a race should people hell, but was thwarted by public opinion, which would not
let him leave Rome; since public opinion did not prevent departure for Byzantium, this
must be mere fiction, explaining the lack of action in a manner that does honour to
Gregory without any censure of Benedict. Bede omits the further embellishment that
Gregory was disturbed in his journey by a locust, which he took for an omen, locusta,
in late Latin pronunciation, sounding much like loco sta, ‘stay where you are’; this, like
Gregory's puns and his attraction to blond North Europeans, is quite in the Roman
tradition, but depends on belief in the abortive mission. In any case, it was not to Deira
that the mission was dispatched, but to Kent, where King Ethelbert (see *25 Feb.) had
a Christian wife; but four years later Gregory sent reinforcements, one of whom, Pauli-
nus (see *10 Oct.), converted the son of that King Zlla whose subjects Gregory is said

to have admired.

St Gregory’s Day. In ‘runic’ calendars—better called symbolic, since not all are runic—
this day is marked with a dove, one of St Gregory’s attributes, reinterpreted as a crow,
whose inland migration is a sign of spring; but we also find a symbol often taken to
represent strips of land to be manured on this day but perhaps originally intended for
a book, from the same consideration that induced Olaus Worm to mark this day in his
improved Danish calendar with a schoolmaster carrying cane and birch: as a contem-
porary translated his explanation:

It is becaus at that time (as beeing about the beginning of the Spring) they use to send their chil-
dren first to School. Ades superstitiosi sunt quidam, & and som ate so superstitiously given as upon
this night to have their children asked the question in their sleep, whether they have anie mind
to Book, or no; and if they saie yes, they count it for a very good presage. Sin tacuerint aut negent,
stive eos udjudicant, but if the children answer nothing, or nothing to that purpose, they put them
over to the Plough. Gregory (1650), 113

This custom is also attested for medieval England:

we vsep alonde sute
To sette in is day children to lore - pe wile hi beop lute
pat he mote is grace habbe - pulke lore to wite
pat he vs sende bi seint Austin - & neuere forsute

(It is still our custom in this country to put children to learning on his day while they are little,
that he may have his thanks in order to requite that learning [Christian doctrine] which he sent
us through St Augustine, and never [to] forget [it].) South Englisb Legmdary, i 83

In his will of 1603 William Clapham left 4s. 4d, the income to be applied

towards a potation amongst the poor scholars of the Freeschool in Giggleswick (Yorkshire), on
St. Gregory’s day. The Commissioners [for Enquiring into Charities in England and Wales]
report, that they found a custom formetly prevailed of giving figs, bread and ale, among the
scholats on that day; and that at present there is a distribution amongst them on the same day
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of bread and figs, to an amount considerably exceeding the sum of four shillings and four pence
per annum. Edwards, 26—

In Belgium, schoolchildren locked up their masters and demanded a holiday; students
might demand other favours of professors. In Norway children, especially girls, were
dressed up as ‘bride(groom)s of Gregory’ and went out begging.

®
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a.d. III Idus Martias B

¢ HOLY DAYS

Euphrasia (Eupraxia) (c.420), virgin. A ward of the emperor Theodosius I, at age 5 she
was betrothed to the son of a senator. She grew up in a convent, but did not wish to
leave when the time came for marriage. The emperor acceded to her request to distrib-
ute her inheritance to the poor. Renowned for meekness and humility, she cheerfully
carried out the task assigned to distract her from her worldly longings: carrying a pile
of stones from one place to another, thirty times.

Leander (c.530—.600), Bishop of Seville, brother of Isidore (see *4 Apr.); he championed
Catholicism in Spain against the Arianism of her Visigothic rulers. In this he was aided
by the five-year rebellion of the Catholic prince Hermenegild (see *13 Apr.) against his
father, Leuvigild, which though ultimately unsuccessful had shown the strength of
Catholic feeling amongst the native Spaniards; Hermenegild’s brother Reccared (586—
601) converted personally in 587 and two years later (after suppressing a few rebellions),
at the Third Synod of Toledo, over which Leander presided, brought his nobility and
clergy with him into the Roman Church. The Roman Martyrology sets him on 27 Feb-
ruary, but the Bollandists preferred his Spanish date of 13 March.

®

14 MARCH
pridie Idus Martias C

€ ANCIENT ROME Equirria: horse-racing in Campus Martius. Mamuralia, in honour
of Mamurius Veturius, manufacturer of the eleven replicas of the shield (ancile) that
descended from heaven in the reign of King Numa, made so that no one could identify
the original. Varro took him to originate in false understanding of mamuri veturi in a
Saliar hymn, which he interpreted as memoria vetus; this may be a misplacement of the
ceremony recorded in a late source as taking place on the 15th, in which a man dressed
in goatskins was ceremonially beaten out of the city, presumably representing winter,

but nothing is certain.
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¢ HoLy DAYs Benedict of Nursia (Orth.; see *21 Mar.)

We like March — his Shoes are Purple.
He is new and high —

Makes he Mud for Dog and Peddler —
Makes he Forests Dry —

Knows the Adder’s Tongue his coming
And begets her spot —

Stands the Sun so close and mighty —

That our Minds are hot.

News is he of all the others —

Bold it were to die

With the Blue Birds buccaneering

On his British sky —

Emily Dickinson (1830—86)

@
15 MARCH

Idus Martiae D

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Hungary: Anniversary of the Revolution of 1848
(national day)
USA, Maine: Admission Day (23rd state, 1820)

¢ ANCIENT ROME

Ides of March. From 222 Bc down to 154 BC inclusively, the day on which the new consuls
entered office, but chiefly notorious as the day on which Julius Caesar was murdered
in 44 Bc, by a conspiracy of senators led by the praetor Marcus Junius Brutus and
Quintus Cassius Longinus, most of whom had received favours from him but, accord-
ing to their republican ideology, resented receiving them from a master. Surrounding
him on the pretext of presenting a petition, they inflicted twenty-three blows on him,
in their frenzy and confusion wounding each other as well; two of Caesar’s supporters
tried to intervene, the rest kept out of harm’s way or even approved of the murder (one
reportedly said over the corpse, Enough currying favour with a tyrant’). It was alleged
(but our sources do not give credence to the story) that on seeing Brutus advancing to
the kill Caesar said in Greek kai su teknon, “You too my son’, the origin of Shakespeare’s
Et tu Brute. The murderers then rushed out and ran through the Forum to the Capitol,
with naked swords, shouting that they had done their deed for the sake of general free-
dom, accompanied for protection by a great crowd of gladiators and slaves collected in
advance for the purpose. Our eatliest account, that by Nicolaus of Damascus in his life
of Caesar’s heir Augustus, tells us:

There was much rushing to and fro in the streets and about the Forum, for the report had already
spread among the masses that Caesar had been murdered, and the city looked as if it were falling
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to the enemy. Having climbed up the Capitol they sent detachments to guard each portion, afraid
that Caesar’s army might fall upon them.

The corpse was still lying where it had fallen, abased and stained with blood—that of a man
who had marched west to the British Isles and the Ocean, and intended to march east to the
thrones of Parthia and India, so that they too might be made subject to a single empire and all
land and sea be governed from one capital; but now he lay thete, and no one dared to remain and
recover his corpse. Those of his friends who wete present had fled, those who were outside were
hiding in their houses, or changed their clothes and departed for the countryside and the nearby
towns.

It was soon clear that the Roman people was not so attached to constitutional principles
as Brutus and his friends had supposed; within a few days the murderers found Rome
too hot to hold them, though a political settlement allowed the chief conspirators
provinces to govern. The collapse of this settlement resulted in a second civil war, and

the final defeat of the republican cause at Philippi in 42 Bc.

Ovid in his poem on the Roman calendar describes in detail the festivities of Anna
Perenna, whose name suggests a goddess of annual return and hence of spring. The
Roman plebs picnicked in a grove near the present Porta del Popolo and the Borghese
gardens; amusements included drinking a cup of wine for each year of one’s age, singing
the latest hits, and dancing. The revellers were hailed as ‘fortunati’ as they staggered back
home. Ovid offers various mythological explanations, in one equating Anna Perenna
with Dido’s sister Anna, cast ashore in Italy and sheltered by Aeneas, whose jealous wife,
Lavinia, plotted against her; warned by Dido in a dream to escape, she was rescued by
a river-god and turned into a nymph. In another, Anna, asked by Mars to help him
seduce Minerva, took her place and mocked the god when he recognized her; this ac-
counts for the bawdy songs that gitls sang at her festival. It has been suggested that this
day was chosen for Caesar’s murder because the common people would be too far away
and too drunk to intervene; but there is no mention of the festivities in our ancient
accounts of the event.

¢ HOLY DAYS

Longinus. The soldier who pierced Christ’s side on the Cross (John 19: 34) with a
lance acquired in tradition the name Longinus; he was conflated with the centurion of
Matt. 27: 54 who declared “Truly this was the Son of God. It was said that later in life
he went blind, but regained his sight when Christ’s blood dripped on his eyes from the
lance, whereupon he left the army, took instruction from the Apostles, and lived for
twenty-eight years as a monk at Caesarea in Cappadocia, making many converts. When
he refused to offer pagan sacrifice, the governor ordered all his teeth to be knocked out
and his tongue excised; nevertheless, he did not lose the power of speech, but took an
axe to the idols with the words “We shall see if they are gods. The demons who had
dwelt in the statues took possession of the governor and his companions, maddening
them all and blinding the governor; Longinus undertook to pray for his recovery once
he had been executed. The governor ordered him to be beheaded, did penance, recovered
sight and sanity, and ended his days in good works. (His Eastern day is 16 Oct.)



120 15 MARCH

In the sixth century a purported Holy Lance was kept at the basilica of Mount Sion
in Jerusalem; it was captured by the Persian invaders in 614, minus the point, which was
taken to Constantinople, sent to Paris by the Latin emperor Baldwin II in 1241, and lost
when French revolutionaries looted the Sainte-Chapelle. The shaft, reportedly seen in
Jerusalem ¢.670, reappeared at Constantinople in the tenth century. In 1489 Pope Inno-
cent VIII agreed with Sultan Bayezit II to keep the latter’s fugitive brother Cem Sultan
in close confinement for a consideration of 40,000 ducats a year and the Holy Lance;
it rests beneath the dome of St Peter’s. This Holy Lance must be distinguished from
the Holy Lance discovered at Antioch soon after its capture in 1098, which inspired the
Crusaders to rout a Turkish army blockading the city, but was suspected from the start
by the papal legate and discredited when its finder failed the ordeal of fire; and also
from the Holy Lance of the Holy Roman Emperors, honoured by a feast on the Friday
after Low Sunday.

Pope Zacharias (741—52), born in the Greek-speaking south of Italy, who translated
Gregory's Dialogues into his mother tongue, the last pope to make a formal announce-
ment of his election to Byzantium; he cooperated closely with St Boniface (see * Jan.,
*5 June) and with the Franks. Having at first kept the Lombards at bay by personal au-
thority, on seeing that the new king, Aistulf, was not susceptible to such methods and
would soon drive the Byzantines from their outpost at Ravenna, he encouraged the
Frankish Mayor of the Palace Pippin III (son of Charles Martel and father of Chatle-
magne), already the holder of de facto power, to depose the Merovingian Childeric III
and become king himself, anointed by Boniface; Zacharias died soon afterwards, but
Pippin defeated Aistulf and conferred his conquests on the Church. The Merovingian
kings, long sustained by the Church despite their violence (which did not distinguish
them for their subjects) and their polygamy (which did), had ceased to be more than
ceremonial figures; the deposition of Childeric established the principle that a king

could be removed simply for being incapable of effective rule, a rex inutilis.

®
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¢ ANCIENT ROME This day and the next were marked by a procession to the twenty-
seven shrines known as Argei within the early ‘Servian’ boundaries (i.e. of King Servius
Tullius, not including the Capitol or Aventine). See too *14 May.

¢ HOLY DAYS

Finnian Lobbar (6th c.), a pupil of St Columba, who made him abbot of Swords, north
of Dublin. The Old Irish word lobur, modern lobbar, means ‘weak’ or ‘sickly’ in general,
but acquired the specific meaning ‘lepet’; it was said that as a boy, having prayed that
another boy might be cured of leprosy, Finnian received the revelation that his prayer
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would be answered only if the disease moved from the other boy to himself. He ac-
cepted the terms and became a leper.

Heribert, chancellor and counsellor of Emperor Otto III, archbishop of Cologne from
999, died on this day in 1021. His relics were subsequently translated to Deutz, an event
celebrated in the diocese of Cologne on 30 August. The ivory comb, dating from the
ninth century, with which he combed his hair before mass is preserved in a Cologne
museum. For a legend in which he appears, see *24 December.

Cyriac, a Roman deacon who (according to the Roman Martyrology), after a long wast-
ing away in prison, was covered in molten pitch, racked, stretched with cords, clubbed,
and beheaded; he is also culted together with his companions on 8 August. As one of
the Fourteen Auxiliary Saints he is invoked by persons possessed by the Devil.

St Urho’s Day. In Minnesota, many of whose inhabitants are either of Scandinavian or
of Irish origin, a Finnish-descended guest at a St Patrick’s Day party in 1956 invented
his own national saint, Urho, culted the previous day, who had banished frogs from Fin-
land as St Patrick banished snakes from Ireland; Urho is Finnish for ‘hero’, and also a
man’s name, most notably borne by the statesman Urho Kekkonen, first elected Presi-
dent of Finland on the preceding 15 February. The tale was well received and grew with
the retelling; St Urho was elevated into the patron saint of Finnish immigrants in the
USA, and also of Finnish vineyard workers, who before the last Ice Age, when wild
grapes grew in Finland, had banished grasshoppers from the country with the words
Heindsirkka, heindsirkka, mene tiiltd hiiteen, ‘Grasshopper, grasshopper, go away to hell! This
exploit was promptly commemorated with a statue at Menahga, Minn., showing a
determined-looking Urho with a huge grasshopper on a pitchfork. An inscription on
the pedestal records his achievement, and purports to relate how women and children,
dressed in royal purple and Nile green, dance round the countless lakes of Finland every
year chanting his spell; the listening menfolk depart with grasshopper-like movements
to change costume from green to purple, after which everyone dances in the saint’s hon-
our and drinks to him in grape juice. Other cities have also adopted his cult; new St
Urho ceremonies are devised every year and eagerly awaited during the long winters of
northern Minnesota. His fame has spread to his homeland.

@
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On Saint Patrick’s day
let all your horses play.

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Ireland: St Patrick’s Day (national day)
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UN member nations: World Maritime Day
USA, Massachusetts: Boston and Suffolk County: Evacuation Day (anniversary of
evacuation of British troops, 1776)

( ANCIENT ROME Liberalia, in honour of Liber Pater, a fertility god equated with
the Greek Dionysus, and his female counterpart, Libera. Old women wore ivy wreaths
and offered sacrificial cakes (libae) on behalf of the purchaser; the disapproving August-
ine mentions a phallic procession (at Lavinium the show lasted a whole month). At one
time there were games in his honour: a character in an early play declares: “‘With free
tongue shall we speak at Liber’s games’ (libera lingua loquemur ludis Liberalibus); by Ovid’s
day these had been suppressed in favour of joint celebration with Ceres on 19 April, but
fourth-century calendars attest a revival. This was the day on which boys came of age;
they took off the purple-edged toga practexta and the amulet or bulla of childhood,
sacrificed to the Lares (the housebold gods), and put on the man's toga (toga virilis, also
known as toga pura for lacking the purple edge) before being escorted to the Forum and
enrolled as a full citizen.
This day was also the agonium Martiale, or sacrifice to Mars (see *g Jan.).

€ HoLY DAYS Patrick (CY, RC); Alexius (Orth., see *r7 July)

Fatrick son of Calpurnius (Pédraig mac Calprainn, c.390—461?, in the eatliest Irish Cothriche),
bishop of Armagh, apostle of Ireland. Of British origin, he was captured as a youth
by Irish pirates and spent six years as a slave; he escaped, and after an adventurous
journey home studied for the priesthood. One night (as he relates) he dreamt he
received a letter in which ‘the voice of the Irish’ besought him to go among them; this
was the beginning of his missionary work. There were already Christians in Ireland by
431, when Palladius (see *7 July) was sent to be their first bishop; but Patrick too was
made bishop, as such pronouncing excommunication on a British warrior-prince
Coroticus (the founder of Cardigan, Ceredigion) who had flouted his claims to authority
and sold Christian prisoners into heathen captivity. Perhaps as a result, his British
superiors censured him, even bringing up a youthful sin against him; like hierarchs
throughout Christian history, they had little time for a prickly character who did not
even express himself in the language of civilized education. The Latin of Patrick’s
two surviving works—a letter to Coroticus’ soldiers and a Confessio—is an ungrammat-
ical semi-vernacular in which phrases, images, and structures are biblical, not classical
or even patristic; yet in this language he expresses himself with rhetorical skill and
power.

Although the memory of St Patrick smothered that of Palladius, it was by no means
strong in the two centuries after his death; not till neatly 700 did he surpass St Brigid
as a focus for devotion (see *1 Feb.). Since then, however, he has been not only the
patron saint but the apostle of Ireland, or, as the Martyrology of O’Gorman (Félire hU{
Gormdin) calls him, ‘Patraicc apstol Herend | cend creitme na nGéidhel” (Patrick the
apostle of Ireland, the Gaels’ head of faith”). Even now he is honoured by both
traditions.
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Numerous legends have grown up around him, the most famous being his expulsion
of the snakes from Ireland and his explanation of the Trinity with the shamrock as its
model; he is often depicted with a snake and a shamrock. The twelfth-century life by
Jocelin of Furness relates an incident that befell the saint when, having turned monk,
he was attempting to attain perfection by self-denial:

For a desire of eating meat came on him, until being ensnared and carried away by his desire, he
obtained Swine’s flesh and concealed it in a certain vessel; thinking rightly that he might thus
satisfy his appetite privily, which should he openly do, he would become to his brethren a stone
of offence, and a stumbling block of teproach. And he had not long quitted the place, when lo!
one stood before him, having Eyes before, and Eyes behind; whom, when PATRICK beheld, hav-
ing his Eyes so wonderfully, even so monstrously placed, he matvelled who he was, and what
meaned his Eyes fixed before and fixed behind, did earnestly ask: and he answered, I am the Ser-
vant of God—with the Eyes fixed in my forehead I behold the things that are open to view; and
with the Eyes that are fixed in the hinder part of my head I behold a Monk hiding flesh-meat in
a vessel, that he may satisfy his appetite privily. This he said, and immediately disappeared. But
PATRICK striking his breast with many strokes, cast himself to the earth, and watered it with
such a shower of tears, as if he had been guilty of all crimes;—and while he thus lay on the
ground, mourning and weeping, the Angel Victor, so often before mentioned, appeared to him in
his wonted form, saying, Arise, let thine heart be comforted, for the Lord hath put away thine
offence, and henceforward avoid back-sliding. Then St. PATRICK rising from the earth, utterly
renounced and abjured the eating of flesh-meat, even through the rest of his life; and he humbly
besought the Lord that he would manifest unto him his Pardon by some evident Sign. Then the
Angel bade PATRICK to bring forth the hidden meats and put them into Water; and he did as
the Angl bade; and the flesh-meats being plunged into the Water and taken thereout, immedi-
ately became Fishes. This Miracle did St. PATRICK often relate to his Disciples, that they might
restrain the desire of their Appetites. But many of the Irish, wrongfully understanding this mir-
acle, are wont [original has solehant, ‘were wont’] on St. Patrick’s-day, which always falls in the time
of Lent, to plunge Flesh-meats into Watet, when plunged in to take out, when taken out to dress,
when dressed to eat, and call them Fishes of St. PATRICK. trans. E. L. Swift, 31—

Gertrude of Nivelles (628—sg), daughter of Pippin the Elder, founder of the Carolingian
dynasty. Having as a child refused the husband chosen by King Dagobert I, with her
mother Ida she founded a monastery at Nivelles, of which she eventually became
abbess. She sheltered orphans, widows, prisoners of war, and pilgrims; her name was
often given to hostels in the Middle Ages. She is also patron of gardeners, and protects
against vermin:
Saint Gartrude riddes the house of Mise, and killeth all the Rattes.
Naogeorgus, 39
She was buried at Nivelles; in 1272 her remains were translated to a silver reliquary, des-
troyed in 1940.

Joseph of Arimathea (RC commem.; see *31 July).
St Patrick’s Day. So well entrenched is this day that the Second Vatican Council did not

displace it from Lent along with those of SSThomas Aquinas, Gregory, and Benedict;
nor does Lent dampen the revelries with which St Patrick is celebrated. Father
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McGrath, annotating O’Sullivan (ii. 236), calls it a ‘liquid banquet’ (cdisir leanna); a party
in the saint’s honour is called ‘Patrick’s pot’ (pota Phidraig):

St. Patrick’s Day, a holiday . . . A jolly group of us drank our ‘Patrick’s Pot’ at the parish priest’s,
Father James Henebry. We had for dinner fresh cod’s head, salt ling softened by steeping, smoke-
dried salmon and fresh trout, with fragrant cheese and green cabbage. We had sherry and port
wine, whiskey and punch enough. O’Sullivan, ii. 125 (1829)

St Patrick’s Day is celebrated in New York with a parade first instituted by Irish troops
in 1762, attended by US politicians even though not of Irish descent, and by Irish prime
ministers in preference to the more recent imitation in Dublin—deemed a mere tourist
trap by those who cross the Irish Sea to spend the week at the Cheltenham races in the
hope, sometimes fulfilled, of backing and cheering Irish winners.

St Patrick’s Day in Montreal in 1871, as seen by an Irish missionary priest:

St. Patrick’s Day. A very great day in Montreal. A very great day in evety city in Ametica. A very
great day anywhere but in Ireland. Before I go down stairs, I am presented with a magnificent
shamrock, the present of some unknown friend. There is to be a great procession, with bands
and banners, consisting of several Irish societies. They are to meet at Mass in St. Patrick’s church,
and form there when Mass is over. Accordingly at 10 o’clock there are great symptoms of
preparations. The sound of music is heard, the well known anthem of Patrick’s Day’ floats on
the breeze, and the bandsmen in a variety of costumes, halt before the church gate to finish the
tune. Crowds are assembled without, and evidently enjoy the gathering pageant. . .. The Mass
was beautifully sung, and the effect was greatly imptroved by a solo on the organ at the offertory
of a pure Irish character—nothing less than the ‘Minstrel Boy'. . . . At the end of the Mass the
procession began to form. The weather had been wet, and the ground is covered with hard snow
since last December. Hence under foot it is all wet and slushy, and walking without slipping is a
matter of considerable difficulty. But I must walk; so I accompany Father Dowd and Father
Singet, who march in their soutanes, and have bearskin caps on their heads. I slipped once or
twice, and this puts me on my guard. I take Father Dowd’s arm, and even so get on with great
trouble. It was the most difficult three miles I ever walked, and the dirtiest. Such a state as my
clothes were in! Ob, holy St. Patrick, what did I ever do, that you should treat me so? It was,
nevertheless, a grand procession; the music was excellent, and in some places there were tri-
umphal arches, with legends indicative of the blended feelings in the breast of religion and
nationality. The spectators and gazers from windows enjoyed it as it passed along; but there was
no shouting, no disorder. I asked if this procession gave offence to any party. No; on the con-
trary, all classes of people like it, and would be greatly disappointed if it did not take place. I
looked in vain for a drunken man. Strange to say, drunkenness is almost unknown in Montreal,
and even in all Canada. This is very creditable to our people, and cleatly proves that there is noth-
ing in the national character incompatible with temperance. Buckley, 2313

The red diagonal cross upon a white background called ‘St Patrick’s Cross’ has no
hagiographical authority: St Patrick, not being a martyr, is not entitled to a cross. It is
the ancient blazon (argent, a saltire gules) of the great Hiberno-Norman Fitzgerald
or Geraldine family, which an eighteenth-century Duke of Leinster permitted the
St Patrick’s Society to use in its badge; in consequence, when, at the Union of Great
Britain and Ireland in 1801, an Irish emblem was required on a par with St George’s and
St Andrew’s crosses, this device, already associated with the national saint, matching the
one in its colours and the other in its shape, seemed perfect for the purpose. It remains
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the flag of Northern Ireland, and is incorporated in the Union flag as four red strips
within the white diagonals; these strips should be in the lower half of the diagonal in
the hoist (the flagpole side), and the upper half in the fly.

Some calendars make this the day on which Woman was seduced by the Serpent, and
Adam sinned.

In England in the Middle Ages r7 March was popularly thought to be the date on which
Noah entered the Ark (cf. *29 Apr., ¥6 May). The mystery plays make much of his tri-
als in getting the shrewish Mrs Noah on board. In the Towneley plays she refuses to step
‘in such an oyster as this! In faith, I cannot find | Which is before, which is behind. In
the Chester plays her stubbornness causes Noah to exclaim: ‘Lord, that women be
crabbed aye! | And never are meke, that dare I saye!

®
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¢ HoLy pAYs Edward, King of the West Saxons (BCP); Cyril of Jerusalem (RC,
Orth., CY commem.)

Edward (c.962—78), king of England from g7s, the second of that name before the Con-
quest, son of King Edgar by his first wife, or as others said a nun of Wilton; murdered
at Corfe Castle in 978 by supporters of his half-brother Ethelred II, who unlike him-
self was born when his father was already king and whose mother, Zlfthryth, is said to
have been party to the crime. Ethelred was consecrated king ‘with much rejoicing’, but
the rejoicing did not last: his reign was blighted by Viking wars that he could not end
either by fair means or by foul (see *13 Nov.), and neither by fighting nor by diplomacy.
His attempt at the latter was the notorious ‘Danegeld’ stigmatized by the Anglo-Sazon
Chronicle as unred, ‘bad counsel’; by mistranslation of this word he is known as ‘the
Unready’. These disasters caused Edward, slain unjustly though not for the Faith, and
something of a brute, to be regarded as a martyr. His body, first buried at Wareham,
was translated to Shaftesbury in g8o (feast 20 June in BCP). The supposed bones were
exhumed in 1931; Anglican prelates having declined to reinter them, the Orthodox
Church in England, after a legal dispute that caused them to be deposited in a bank

vault, converted a chapel of rest into a basilica to house them.

Cyril of Jerusalem (c.315-86), Doctor of the Church. Having become bishop of Jerusalem
£349, he spent nearly half his reign in exile for his opposition to Arianism’ (the trad-
itional if inappropriate term for Eastern theologies that emphasized the hierarchy
within the Persons of the Godhead); for a time he was also suspect to the staunch anti-
Arians for his reluctance to say that the Son was consubstantial (hormoousios) with the
Father, this being a manmade term. Nevertheless, an official inquiry under Gregory of
Nyssa (see *10 Jan.) concluded that heresy was not among the many abuses that had
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flourished in his see during his absence. His fame, however, rests on his twenty-four dis-
courses for the instruction of catechumens, regarded as classics of their kind. See also
%,

7 May.

Fra Angelico (Guido di Pietro, in religion Fra Giovanni da Fiesole) died on this date in
1455. Although commonly known as Beato Angelico, he was never formally beatified;
nevertheless, in an Apostolic Letter of 21 February 1984 Pope John Paul II stated that
he deserved to be the patron saint of painters because of the excellence of his art.
He was a Dominican friar and in his eatly years a companion of St Antoninus (*10
May).

This was one of several days proposed by computists as the first day of Creation; it won
the support of Bede, and soon became canonical. In a homily for 1 January written soon
after 987, the learned abbot of Cerne Abbas in Dorset declared:

Se eahteteoda deg pes mondes pe we hatad martius pone ge hatad hlyda was se forma deg
pyssere worulde

The eighteenth day of the month that we [clergy] call March, which you [layfolk] call Lide, was
the first day of this world. Alfric, 229
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¢ ANCIENT ROME Quinquatrus, the fifth day inclusively from the Ides, sacred to
Mars but understood as beginning a five-day festival (during which schools were closed)
also honouring Minetva, goddess of all arts and crafts, probably because her temple on
the Aventine had been dedicated on this day.

€ HOLY DAYS Joseph, husband of the Blessed Virgin Mary (CY, RC; Sunday after
Christmas Orth.)

Joseph (d. 1st c.). The Gospel of Matthew begins with a genealogy extending from
Abraham to Joseph, who was espoused to Mary; ‘before they came together, she was
found with child of the Holy Ghost’. But Joseph, ‘being a just man, and not willing to
make her a publick example, was minded to put her away privily’, but ‘the angel of the
Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take
unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost’. He
is often portrayed with the tools of his carpenter’s trade (Matt. 13: 55). A Spanish joke
that Pepe is the diminutive of José because Joseph was the padre putativo of Jesus shocks
the pious Catholic less than the liberal agnostic; in many mystery plays he is the eldetly
cuckold, or the undomesticated husband who cannot prepare a decent dish of por-
ridge for the Child. His cult expanded rapidly after Teresa of Avila dedicated the
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mother-house of her order, the reformed Carmelites, to him. Pius IX declared him
Patron of the Universal Church in 1870, and he has also been named patron of Austria
(1675), Bohemia (1665), Canada (1624), Mexico (1555), Belgium (under Spanish rule,
1679), Peru (1957), Russia (1930), (South) Vietnam (1952), and Chinese missions (1678).
He is a popular patron saint, of carpenters, working men, fathers of families, bursars,
and those who seek a holy death (this last deriving from a late legend); a statue of
St Joseph, buried in the garden, will ensure the quick sale of one’s home. In 1962 he was
added to the Canon of the mass.

This day is the occasion for enormous communal feasts in southern Italy, called
‘St Joseph'’s table’, with particular emphasis on ornamental loaves made to decorate an
altar, St Joseph also being the patron saint of pastry-cooks. The largest loaf, the pane
grosso, is shaped like Joseph'’s rod, which alone flowered among those of Mary's suitors.
Bonfires mark St Joseph's Night in Valencia, said to have originated when carpenters
annually swept out chips and trimmings from their shops, with a spectacular finale in
the midnight burning of explosive-filled effigies, called fallas, eatlier paraded through the
streets.

Some say that this day was chosen to honour St Joseph because it began the Quin-
quatrus in honour of the craft goddess Minerva; however, it is not recorded as his feast
before the Reichenau Martyrology of c.8s0. It is not to be confused with the feast of
St Joseph the Worker on 1 May instituted in 1955.

®
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( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Tunisia: Independence Day (from France, 1956)

¢ HoLy pAYs Cuthbert (CY, RC UK)

Cuthbert, bishop of Lindisfarne, one of the most popular saints in the Middle Ages,
commemorated as far afield as Kirkcudbright in Galloway and Cubert in Cornwall.
Having been monk of Melrose, guest-master of Ripon, and successively prior of Mel-
rose and Lindisfarne, he lived as a hermit on the island of Farne (676—84); having long
refused the bishopric of Hexham, he exchanged it for that of Lindisfarne in 685. After
nearly two years of hectic activity (said to include the working of many miracles) he
withdrew to Farne, where he died on 20 Matrch 687, being buried in Lindisfarne. Upon
the elevation of his body to a new shrine in 698, the report that it was incorrupt aroused
great enthusiasm, manifested in the writing of two lives, one by Bede, which were read
on the Continent as well as in England. After the Danish destruction of the abbey in
875, his shrine with its relics was transported around Northumbria, finally reaching
Durham in ggs; the relics were buried in a newly built church in 999, and translated into
the Norman cathedral in 1104; it was said that not only were they incorrupt, but he was
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holding the head of St Oswald (see *5 Aug.). They were removed at the Reformation,
but rediscovered in 1827. He is portrayed as a bishop, holding Oswald’s crowned head,
and sometimes surrounded by otters and swans; the Farne islands are now a National
Trust wildlife sanctuary. In recent times this feast, which is in Lent, has been over-
shadowed by that of his translation (see *4 Sept.). Cuthbert has been connected with
two splendid manuscripts, the Lindisfarne Gospels and a Gospel of St John at Stony-
hurst College. Having been a shepherd in his youth, he is patron of shepherds.

Battista Spagnoli (1448—1516), six times vicar-general of the Carmelite congregation in
Mantua, general of the order from 1513. A friend of Erasmus and Pico della Mirandola,
he wrote ten eclogues of classical style and Christian content much admired in the six-
teenth century, being even thought to rival his fellow-townsman Vergil: in this capacity
he was commonly known as Mantuanus. He is the ‘good old Mantuan’ whom Holofernes
misquotes in Love’s Labour’s Lost, v. ii. Beatified in 188s.

®
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Saint Benedick
sow thy peas or keep them in thy rick.

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Namibia: Independence Day (from South
Africa, 1990)
South Africa: Human Rights Day, commemorating Sharpeville Massacre in 1960,
when a peaceful demonstration against apartheid was fired on
UN member nations: International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimina-
tion

USA, Iowa: Bird Day

¢ HOLY DAYS Benedict of Nursia (BCP, RC until 1969; CY and RC 11 July); Thomas
Cranmer (CY)

Benedict of Nursia (¢.480—¢.550), abbot and founder of Subiaco and Montecassino. Never
achieving priesthood, he left his studies to live as a hermit in a cave at Subiaco, but was
soon surrounded with disciples, whom he organized and for whom he wrote a rule,
completed when he moved to Montecassino. This covered all aspects of monastic life,
comprising prayer, sacred reading, and manual labour, but had enough latitude for the
latter to be redirected to medicine and learning; versions of the Rule underlie those of
several later orders. Its spirit is summed up in his motto, Ora et labora, Pray and work!
He was buried together with his sister, St Scholastica (see *10 Feb). His life, or rather a
string of miracles related of him, occupies the second book of Pope Gregory’s Dialogues;
in ch. 35 Gregory bids his disciple take heed, ‘quia animae videnti Creatorem angusta est
omnis creatura’, rendered in 1393 by the English anchoress Julian of Norwich: For a soul
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that seth the Maker of al thyng, all that is made semyth fulle lytylle This day is the
traditional date of his death, said to have been Holy Saturday; that is impossible, for
after 509 Holy Saturday did not fall on 21 March again till 604. His current RC date,
and that in CY, is his translation-feast on 11 July; his Orthodox day is 14 March.

It was said in Denmark and Norway that a pig well enough fed to stand up on
St Benedict’s day even when struck could fend for itself thereafter.

Thormas Cranmer, Archbishop of Canterbury (1489—1556). The son of a lesser gentleman
(some said a yeoman) of Aslockton (Notts.), he became a fellow of Jesus College, Cam-
bridge, resigned in order to marry, but was reinstated after his wife’s death. In the mid-
1520s he was recruited by Cardinal Wolsey for diplomatic service on a mission to Spain;
on his return he was drawn into Henry VIII's attempts to obtain the annulment of his
marriage to Catherine of Aragon. Having proposed that papal obstruction should be
outflanked by submitting the question to the divines of the European universities, he
was appointed one of the agents charged with securing favourable opinions, being thus
brought into contact with Continental reformers, with whom he had previously been
out of sympathy; he secretly married a second wife. Having with great reluctance
accepted the archbishopric of Canterbury, he pronounced the required annulment, and
cooperated in the overthrow of papal power in England; doctrinally too he moved fur-
ther in a Protestant direction, but in the reaction against the Reformers’ teaching dur-
ing the last years of Henry's reign was able to remain in office. Under the Protestant
boy-king Edward VI (1547—s53) he prepared an English Book of Common Prayer in 1549,
with expedient concessions to conservative sentiment withdrawn in the staunchly
Protestant revision of 1552. It is on this latter that the 1662 Prayer Book is based, owing
to Cranmer’s mastery of language its power to move even non-believers.

Progress towards further reform was intended; but by early 1553 it was obvious that
King Edward would soon die. Under the terms of Henry VIII's will, overriding previ-
ous declaration of his daughters’ illegitimacy, the succession would pass to Edward’s
half-sister Mary, a zealous Catholic; to prevent this, the king and his ministers arranged
that the Crown should pass to Lady Jane Grey, the granddaughter of Henry's sister, who
was duly proclaimed on Edward’s death. But he had died too quickly for Mary to be
arrested; when she marched to claim the crown the government lost its nerve. A few
months later Cranmer was condemned to death for treason; however, Mary was more
interested in proving him a heretic. Eventually, his will broken, he recanted in hope of
clemency; when this was not forthcoming he rallied, and before the assembled congre-
gation in the University Church at Oxford denounced not, as expected, his Protestant
writings but his recent recantation, declaring: And as for the Pope, I refuse him, as
Christ’s enemy, and Antichrist, with all his false doctrine. Dragged away to the stake in
Broad Street, he stretched out his right hand, which had written the recantation, to be
burnt first.

Protestants have been embarrassed by his recantation, Catholics by its repudiation,
yet one excessively eager to avoid death if that seems possible may face it bravely when
there is no escape. But more important than the subjective cause of his tergiversations
is their objective effect: on his last day, Cranmer took over the stage management of his
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death and made the spectacle serve Protestant and not Catholic edification. To be sure,
the effect would not have lasted had Mary lived long enough for her Catholic restoration
to take hold; but had Edward lived, or Jane prevailed, England would under Cranmer’s
guidance have become a more decidedly Protestant (not merely non-papist) country
than she did. It is because neither party succeeded that he is honoured as a martyr.

Those who regarded 18 March as the day of Creation supposed this to have been the

day on which God made sun, moon, and stars, hence the beginning of measurable time.

Following the practice of the Church at Alexandria, this day is treated as the vernal
equinox in calculating the date of Easter (see II: *Easter); the erroneous belief that the
rules had been laid down at the Council of Nicaea in AD 325 led to the notion that this
had been the actual date of the equinox in that year (in fact it was the zoth).

@
22 MARCH

a.d. XI Kalendas Apriles D

( ANCIENT ROME Arbor intrat: a pine-tree with drums and cymbals hanging from its
branches and strips of wool and garlands of violets round its trunk was carried to the
temple of Cybele, the Great Mother of the Gods from Ida (Mater dewm Magna Idaca).

¢ HOLY DAYS

Paul of Narbonne, one of seven missionaries sent to Gaul c.250 with the rank of bishop by
Pope Fabian (see *20 Jan.): the others were Martial of Limoges (*30 June), Dionysius
of Paris (*g Oct.), Austremonius of Clermont-Ferrand, Saturninus of Toulouse (*29
Nov.), Gatianus of Tours (*18 Dec.), and Trophimus of Atles (*29 Dec.). Several were
moved back by later tradition to the apostolic age: Paul is a case in point, being identi-
fied with Lucius Sergius Paulus, proconsul of Cyprus, who on witnessing St Paul’s
blinding of a Jewish sorcerer (Acts 13: 6-12) ‘was amazed’ (so the Syriac text) or ‘believed’
(most others), and according to the legend was sent by Paul to preach the faith in Gaul.

Lsnardo da Chiampo, Dominican, founder and first prior of the monastery of Santa Maria
di Nazareth at Pavia; died on 19 March 1244. A much-admired spiritual director and
fine preacher, he was credited with bringing many heretics back into the fold. Like his
fellow Dominican Aquinas (whose portraits disguise the fact), he was a very large man,
which conflicted with the popular stereotype of the emaciated saint; it is said that dur-
ing a sermon a heckler declared: ‘T can no more believe in the holiness of an old porpoise
like Brother Isnardo than that this barrel over here will jump up by itself and break my
leg! Of course the impossible came to pass: the barrel jumped up and broke the scep-
tic’s leg. We suggest that St Isnardo should be the patron of the fuller figure.
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In Albania this day (9 Mar. OS) is the start of spring (Dit’e Verés). Children range fields
and mountains to bring home sprays; round their throats and wrists mothers bind plaits
of white and red threads, symbolizing petfect skin and therefore health and strength.

In medieval chronology this was the sedes epactarum, the day whose lunar date afforded
the epact of the year (see II: *Computus). It is also the first date on which Easter can
occur, when the Paschal term is 21 March and this is a Saturday; in the Gregorian cal-
endar the last case was in 1818, but Sweden and Finland observed the 2gth, since the true
full moon fell on the 22nd; the next case will not be till 2285, but in the Julian calendar
the last was 1915, the next will be 2010 (both 4 Apr. NS).

®

23 MARCH
a.d. X Kalendas Apriles E

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Japan: Spring Imperial Festival, or Shunki-
Koreisan
New Zealand, Otago and Southland: Provincial Anniversary (public holiday)
Pakistan: Pakistan Day (1956 ) (national holiday)
UN member nations: World Metereological Day

¢ ANCIENT ROME The last day of the Quinquatrus (see *1g Mar.), and also the
Tubilustrium, when the ceremonial straight trumpets (tubac) were purified in the Atrium
Sutorium (‘Shoemakers’ Hall").

€ HOLY DAYs Turibius of Mongrovejo (RC)

Turibius (Toribio) of Mongrovejo (1538—1606), archbishop of Lima. He had a most unusual
career. He was a lay professor of law at Salamanca University when Philip II nominated
him to the court of the Inquisition in Granada; having served there well, he was ap-
pointed archbishop of Lima, much to his surprise, and contrary to canon law, as he
argued. Nevertheless, he was ordained and then consecrated bishop, arriving in Lima in
1581. The task that faced him was enormous, as was his diocese; it took him seven years
to complete his first visitation. Baptized Indians were ignorant of the faith; Spanish
conquerors placed gain above morality; clergy were lax if not corrupt. Turibius built
churches and hospitals, and set up a seminary to train priests to serve throughout the
New World. He himself learnt Indian dialects to further his missionary work. Long
revered in the Americas, he was placed on the Universal Calendar as an example of
pioneering missionaries and reforming bishops, representing South America.

If the world was created on the 18th, this was the day on which Adam was made, and
fell; in Gaul and at Alexandria it was therefore considered the appropriate day for the
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Crucifixion, whereby mankind was redeemed from the consequences. Others favoured
*25 March.

®

24 MARCH

a.d. IX Kalendas Apriles F

¢ ANCIENT ROME This day and 24 May were marked in the official calendar as
QRCE, quando rex comitiavit fas, meaning that judicial business could not be transacted by
the praetor until the rex sacrificulus, a priest who retained the name of king for rituals
that only a king could perform, had dismissed the comitia calata, a special and largely ob-

solete assembly summoned to sanction wills.

¢ HOLY DAYS

Catherine (Karin) of Sweden (d. 1381). Daughter of St Bridget (Birgitta) of Sweden (see
*23 July), whom she assisted in her work; after her mother’s death, she pressed for her
canonization and obtained papal approval of the Bridgettine Order.

Before 1969 the RC Church honoured the archangel Gabriel on this day, that preceding
the Annunciation; he now shares 29 September with Michael and Raphael. A pink

feather from his wing is said to have found its way to El Escorial.

Mairch

I Martius am! Once first, and now the third!
To lead the Year was my appointed place;
A mortal dispossessed me by a word,
And set there Janus with the double face.
Hence I make war on all the human race;
I shake the cities with my hurricanes;
I flood the rivers and their banks efface,
And drown the farms and hamlets with my rains.

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807—82),
The Poet’s Calendar

C)
25 MARCH

a.d. VIII Kalendas Apriles G
( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Greece: Independence Day (from Turkey, 1821),

when Bishop Germanus (Yermanés) of Patras raised the standard of revolt at the
Peloponnesian Ayia Lavra
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UK (except Scotland): Lady Day (Quarter Day)
USA, Maryland: Maryland Day (arrival of first settlers, under Lord Baltimore, 1634)

The year was reckoned from this day in England up to 1751 (in Florence and Pisa up to
1749).

( HOLY DAYS Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary (BCP, Orth.); Annunci-
ation of the Lord (CY, RC). Traditional English name: Lady Day. Red-letter day

The Annunciation is nine months before the Nativity; the Armenian date is 7 April. Of
the Gospels, only Matthew and Luke record the event, the latter in most detail:

And in the sixth month the angel Gabrtiel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named
Nazareth, to a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the
virgin's name was Mary. And the angel came in unto hert, and said, Hail, thou that art highly
favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women. And when she saw him, she was
troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner of salutation this should be. And the
angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God. And, behold, thou
shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. He shall be
great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the
throne of his father David: And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his king-
dom there shall be no end. Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not
a man? And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and
the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be
born of thee shall be called the Son of God. (Luke x: 26-35)

Dismas. This day also commemorated the Penitent Thief, who together with his im-
penitent colleague acquired a remarkable variety of names in non-canonical sources:
Zoatham and Camma, Joathas and Maggatras, Titus and Dumachus. Most familiar now
are the names in the Golden Legend, Dismas for the Good Thief and Gesmas for the
Bad, derived from the Dysmas and Gestas of the so-called Acta Pilati. Another text, pur-
portedly written by Joseph of Arimathea (see *31 July), relates that Gestas used to strip
and murder travellers, drinking babies’ blood for refreshment, but Demas (as it calls the
Good Thief) was a Galilean innkeeper who robbed the rich, helped the poor, and com-
mitted sacrilege in the Temple. Others said that in his youth he had captured, and re-
leased, the Holy Family on the flight to Egypt. He resided at Latriin near Emmaus,
evidently because, as the Gospels say, he was a latro; the Latin word, like the Greek [istzs,
is rather ‘bandit’ or ‘highwayman'’ than ‘thief’. A fragment of his cross is exhibited at the

Roman church of Santa Croce in Gerusalemme.

A prophecy that the coincidence of the Annunciation with Good Friday in 970 would
mark the end of the world was refuted by Abbo of Fleury; the coincidence was twice
repeated before the millennium, in 981 and 992. More recently a similar prophecy, but
relating to Easter Day, is reported from Ireland (Dinneen, s.v. Muire): near the end of
the world ‘Easter Sunday shall be on the day of Mary’s Feast’ (beidh Dombnach Césca ar ld

Fhéile Muire). From the early seventeenth century is attested the more specific variant:
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When Our Lord lights in Our Lady’s Lap,
Then let England look for a clap,

i.e. a misfortune. It is ascribed to disaffected Roman Catholics who hoped the Virgin
would seize the chance to punish the kingdom for apostasy; but the last such Easter had
been in 1554, during the first year of the Roman Catholic Mary I, whose brief and un-
happy reign was rendered infamous by the persecution of Protestants and ignominious
by the loss of Calais. Lady Day Easter proved calamitous for Charles I in 1627, when
his favourite the Duke of Buckingham’s expedition to relieve the Huguenots of La
Rochelle ended in débicle, and 1638, when Scotland began the rebellion that led at last
to his execution some two months before the next coincidence in 1649. Since then it has
occurred in 1722, 1733, 1744, 1883, 1894, and 1951, years marked sometimes by political
excitement but never by national disaster; the same applies (supposing the Roman
Catholics to have prophesied by the Pope’s calendar) to the Gregorian instances in 1663,
1674, 1731, and 1742. When Easter is next on 25 March, in 2035 and 2046, both CofE and
RC will transfer the Annunciation to another day.
Thomas Fuller (1662) doubted the prophecy:

1 behold this proverbial prophecy, or this prophetical menace, to be not above six score yeares
old, and of Popish extraction since the Reformation. It whispereth mote then it dares speak out,
and points at more then it dares whisper; and fain would intimate to credulous persons, as if the
blessed Virgin offended with the English for abolishing her Adoration watcheth an opportunity
of Revenge on this Nation. And when her day (being the five and rwentieth of March, and first of
the Gregorian year) chanceth to fall on the day of Christ's Resutrection, then (being as it were
fortified by her Sons assistance) some signal judgment is intended to our State, and Church-men
especially. . . . Sure I am so sinfull a Nation deserves that every year should be fatal unto it. But
it mattets not, though our Lady falls in our Lords lap, whilst our Lord sits at his Fathers right hand, if to
him we make our addresses by setious repentance. Fuller, Worthies, 83

Lady fast: the custom of fasting throughout the year on whatever day of the week Lady
Day fell on; it was established by 1410, and not approved universally:

the mede of fastynge ne the vertu of fastynge is nought assyngnyd ne lymyt be the letterys of the
kalender ne folwyn nout the couts of the kalender ne changyn nout from o day to another day,
althey the letterys changyn from on day to onother. Dives and Pauper, 1. 42 (1. 173)

The Tichborne Dole takes place on this day:

The Winchester Observer, a few yeats ago, gave an account of the “Tichborne Dole’, associated with
one of the very oldest Hampshire families. The legend tells that, at some remote period, a Lady
Mabella, on her death-bed, besought her lord, the Tichborne of those days, to supply her with
the means for bequeathing a gift or dole of bread to any one who should apply for it annually on
the Feast of the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin. Sir Roger promised her the proceeds of as
much land as she could go over while a brand or billet of a certain size was burning: she was
neatly bedridden, and neatly dying; and her avaricious lord believed that he had imposed condi-
tions which would place within very narrow limits the area of land to be alienated. But he was
mistaken. A miraculous degree of strength was given to het. She was cartied by her attendants
into a field, whete she crawled round many goodly acres. A field of twenty-three acres, at Tich-
borne, to this day, bears the name of the Crawl. The lady, just before her death, solemnly warned
her family against any departure from the terms of the dole; she predicted that the family name
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would become extinct, and the fortunes impoverished, if the dole were ever withdrawn. The
Tichborne dole, thus established, was regarded as the occasion of an annual festival during many
generations. It was usual to bake fourteen hundred loaves for the dole, of twenty-six ounces each,
and to give twopence to any applicant in excess of the number that could be then served. This
custom was continued till about the middle of the last [18th] century; when, under the pretence
of attending Tichborne Dole, vagabonds, gipsies, and idlers of every description, assembled
from all quarters, pilfering throughout the neighbourhood; and at last, in 1796, on account of
the complaints of the magistrates and gentry, it was discontinued. This gave great offence to
many who had been accustomed to receive the dole. And now arose a revival of old traditions.
The good Lady Mabella, as the legend told, had predicted that, if the dole should be withheld,
the mansion would crumble to ruins; that the family name would become extinct through the
failure of male heirs; and that this failure would be occasioned by a generation of seven sons
being followed by a generation of seven daughters. Singularly enough, the old house partially fell
down, in 1803; the baronet of that day had seven sons; the eldest of these had seven daughters;
and the owner of the family estates became a Doughty instead of a Tichborne.

Chambers

In 1865 one Arthur Orton, son of a Wapping butcher, turned up in Wagga Wagga, Aus-
tralia, claiming to be Roger Chatles Tichborne, the heir to the title who had disappeared
in a ship bound for Jamaica in 1854. He was accepted by the real Roger’s mother, but
not by the family; brought to trial, he was exposed as an impostor and sentenced to
fourteen years’ penal servitude.

Although the title became extinct with the death of Sir Anthony Doughty-
Tichborne in 1968, the Tichborne Dole still takes place in Tichborne Park, the family
seat. Adult residents of Tichborne, Cheriton, and Lane End (near Winchester) each re-
ceive a gallon of self-raising flour, children half a gallon on Lady Day.

In the Roman calendar as reformed by Caesar this was counted the vernal equinox,
being the normal date in the years following the reform; in the late Empire it was the
day of the Hilaria, when the worshippers of Cybele, the Mother of the Gods, cele-
brated the resurrection of her castrated lover Attis. It was also the date of the equinox
in the rules devised by the church at Rome for finding Easter, and in the somewhat
different system used by Celtic Christians (see II: *App. ]). Some writers regarded the
25th, not the 18th, as the first day of Creation; Western tradition set the Crucifixion on
this day in AD 29, though many in Gaul preferred to make 25 March the Resurrection
(see I: *Christian Chronology), as it was held to be in Alexandria; some Gaulish and
Cappadocian churches kept Easter on it without regard to the day of the week.
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®

26 MARCH
a.d. VII Kalendas Apriles A

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Bangladesh: Independence Day (1971) (national
day)
Spain: Fiesta del Arbol (‘Feast of the Tree’ or Arbour Day)
USA, Hawaii: Prince Jonah Kuhio Kalanianaole Day (birthday of Hawaii’s second
delegate to Congress)

¢ HOLY DAYS

William of Norwich. In 1144 a boy called William disappeared in Norwich on Monday of
Holy Week, 20 March, and was found dead on Easter Eve; soon afterwards it was alleged
that he had been killed by the local Jews. The story was at first disbelieved, but the coin-
cidence that 20 March was 14 Nisan inspired the fantasy of a ritual crucifixion at
Passover, such as had befallen Jesus Christ; in consequence, William acquired the status
of a saint and martyr, culted on 26 March, the date of Easter in 1144. This assiduously
propagated blood-libel was renewed by folk prejudice, or asserted as a cover, when other
children were murdered, and sometimes given credence by authority: Simon of Trent (i.e.
Trento), who disappeared on Maundy Thursday, 23 March 1475, and whose mutilated
corpse was found on Easter Day, was from 1588 to 1963 officially honoured by the dio-
cese. Indeed, the Passover connection, though present in this case (Simon disappeared on
15 Nisan), ceased to be essential; Anderl Oxner of Rinn in Tyrol, supposedly murdered
by Jews, in fact by his uncle, in 1462, was culted on 12 July in a church erected to him in
1671 but now dedicated to the Visitation of the BVM (see *2 July), his bones having been
removed from the high altar in 1985, and ‘Little Sir Hugh’ of Lincoln, for whose murder
in 1255 eighteen Jews were hanged and whose memorial plaque remained in Lincoln
Cathedpral till 1959, on 18 August. Chaucer’s Prioress mentions him at the end of her tale,
in which a boy who constantly sings the Marian hymn Alna redemptoris mater is murdered
somewhere in Asye’ and miraculously permitted by the Virgin to continue singing after
death; again Passover does not enter the fiction, but Marian devotion, on account of its
emotionalism, was often accompanied by anti-Jewish feeling and worse than feeling. The
lie was revived in the nineteenth century, and more than once printed in franquista Spain.

Although the blood-libel appears to be independent of classical precedent, similar
tales of child murder in secret rituals, made more credible by the overt and notorious
Phoenician and Carthaginian child-sacrifice or molk, were told against pagan deviants as
well as Christians, redeployed by Christians against heretics and Jews, and still believed
in Russia at the beginning of the nineteenth century: T have indeed heard of one sect,
which is said to make it a point of duty to procure amongst themselves a first-born male
child of a woman who has never been married, and to eat its flesh and drink its blood
at the sacrament’ (Wilmot, 265).

Synaxis of Archangel Gabriel (Orth.)
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®

27 MARCH

a.d. VI Kalendas Apriles B

€ HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Myanmar/Burma: Army Day (currently treated
as Resistance Day by the opposition)

¢ HOLY DAYS

Jobn of Egypt (d. 394), anchorite. Disciple of an anchorite, who taught him perfect
obedience, he chose the same life, walling himself up, except for a small window, in a
three-room cave. Many visitors wete drawn by his gifts of prophecy and healing.

Rupert, bishop of Worms and Salzburg, apostle of Bavaria and Austria. Having come to
Bavaria in 696, he founded the monastery of St Peter (the oldest in Austria) on the site
of Roman Juvavum, now called Salzburg; he preached the Gospel and founded churches
over a wide area (still further extended by legend). He died on Easter Sunday, 27 March
718, after celebrating mass. His translation-feast is 24 Septembet, commemorating the
solemn burial of his relics in 774 by St Virgilius in his newly built cathedral.

On 277 March 1672, while on the Isle of Thanet, John Evelyn remarked on a custom for
which no explanation has been found:

I came back through a Country the best cultivated of any that in my life I had any where seene
... observing almost every tall tree, to have a Weather-cock on the top bough, & some trees halfe

a dozen, I learned, that on a certain holy—day, the Farmers feast their Servants, at which solem-
nity they set up these Cocks in a kind of Triumph &c. Evelyn, Diary, ii. 611

C)
28 MARCH

a.d. V Kalendas Apriles C

¢ HOLY DAYS

Priscus, Malchus, and Alexander, youthful martyrs thrown to wild beasts c.260 at Caesarea
Maritima, the seat of the governor of Judaea.

Pope Sixtus I1I (432—40), founder of the first known monastery in Rome (at S. Seba-
stiano on the Appian Way), builder of the octagonal baptistery at S. Giovanni in Late-
rano, and restorer of S. Maria Maggiore. Sometimes culted on 19 August, the date of
his death.

A writer known as ‘the Computist of 243" whose treatise De computo paschali, written in
that year, has been handed down amongst the works of Cyprian dates Christ’s birth to
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Wednesday 28 March in the 1548th year after the Exodus, which in his chronology cor-
responds to 4 Bc. Since he took the Creation to have taken place on 25 March, entail-
ing that the sun and moon were made on Wednesday the 28th, this was the ideal day for

the Sun of Righteousness to have been born.

®

29 MARCH
a.d. IV Kalendas Apriles D

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Taiwan: Youth Day (public holiday)
USA: Vietnam Veterans Day (withdrawal from Vietnam, 1973)
USA, Delaware: Swedish Colonial Day (first Swedish settlement, 1638)

€ HOLY DAYS In the Anglo-Saxon Church this day was celebrated as the Ordination
of Gregory the Great to the priesthood; it was suppressed by Lanfranc, but replaced
under Anselm by the feast of his consecration on 3 September.

®

30 MARCH
a.d. IT1 Kalendas Apriles E

¢ HOLY DAYS

Jobn Climacus (d. 649), monk and abbot of Mount Sinai. He was first a monk, then for
most of his life a hermit in Egypt, where he wrote his Ladder to Paradise, a treatise on the
ideal state of monastic spirituality; the Greek for ‘ladder’ being klimax, he is known as
‘John of the Ladder’, Iadnnes tes Klimakos, of which his English name is a corruption. The
concept of mounting by degrees was to influence countless later writers. He is culted
on this day in both the RC and Orthodox Churches, but the latter also dedicates the
fourth Sunday in Lent to him.

Zosimus, bishop of Syracuse, d. c.660. At the age of 7 he was given by his parents to the
monastery of S. Lucia; it is said that, having been put in charge of the reliquary and
shirked his duty, he had a vision of Lucy looking at him angrily, and the Virgin Mary
defending him. In any case, he became abbot of the monastery before his nomination
to the bishopric by Pope Theodore I (642—9).
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®

31 MARCH
pridie Kalendas Apriles F

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Malta: National Day, or Freedom Day (inde-
pendence from Great Britain, 1964)

¢ ANCIENT ROME The Moon was worshipped in her temple on the Aventine Hill.
The night of 31 March, preceding the three-day festival of Venus Verticordia (see
*1 Apt.), is the occasion for the Pervigilium Veneris, a beautiful but problematic late Roman
poem looking forward to the festival; it is best known for its refrain, bidding all who

have never loved and all who have loved to love on the morrow:

Cras amet qui numquam amavit, quique amavit cras amet.

The poem caught the imagination of Walter Pater, who in Marius the Epicurean invented
a genesis for it in the second century Ap; this is certainly too early, but scholars have not
yet agreed how long before or after AD 400 it should be dated.

¢ HOLY DAYS

Guy of Pomposa, abbot (1046), who had a custom of withdrawing to a cell some three
miles from his abbey, where he seemed to do nothing but fast and pray. His death at
Parma as a result of sudden illness led to a dispute between Pomposa and Parma for
the custody of his relics, which the emperor Henry III settled by sending them to the
church of St John the Evangelist at Speyer.

In Brazil this was formerly the day for celebrating the overthrow in 1964 of President
Jo3o Goulart in a military coup accompanied by well-organized demonstrations. The
true date was 1 April, but the government did not care to call it the Glorious April Fool’s
Day Revolution.
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APRIL

Sweete April showers,
Doo spring Maie flowers.
The Aptil’s in her eyes; it is love’s spring,
And these the showers to bring it on.
Antony, in Antony and Cleopaira, L. ii. 43—4,

Till April is dead

change not a thread.

( NAMES FOR THE MONTH Latin Aprilis, French avril, Spanish abril, Portuguese Abril,
Ttalian aprile, German April, Welsh Ebrill, Scots Gaelic an Giblean, Irish Aibrein

Roman writers derived Aprilis from aperire, ‘to open!, or the Greek goddess Aphrodite;
neither is linguistically credible. Modern scholars associate the name with an ancient
root meaning ‘other’, i.e. the second month of a year beginning in March. The etymo-
logy of the Scots Gaelic name is obscure; the Irish appears to be a distortion of the
Latin.

¢ HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

Third Monday USA, Maine and Massachusetts: Patriots’ Day (Battle of Lexington and
Concord, 1775; see *19 Apr.)

Fourth Monday USA, Alabama: Confederate Memorial Day
USA, New Hampshire: Fast Day

Last Monday USA, Mississippi: Confederate Memorial Day

Second Friday Lesotho: Fast and Prayer Day

Arbor Day is observed in most US states on some day in April, often combined with
Bird Day. First observed 10 April 1872 in Nebraska; special celebrations take place
annually in Nebraska City. A National Arbor Day, to promote the recognition of the
usefulness of trees, accompanied by tree-planting, has been proposed for the last Fri-
day in April.

A recently invented celebration is Secretaries Day, on the Wednesday of the last full
week in April.
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In the USA, Daylight Saving Time begins on the first Sunday in April in those states
that observe it (see II: *Days and Times).

Next came fresh Aprill full of lustyhed,

And wanton as a Kid whose horne new buds:

Vpon a Bull he rode, the same which led

Europa floting through th’Argolick fluds:

His hornes were gilden all with golden studs

And garnished with garlonds goodly dight

Of all the fairest flowres and freshest buds

Which th’earth brings forth, and wet he seemd in sight
With waues, through which he waded for his loues delight.

Spenser, The Faerie Queene, VIL vii. 33

Faire is my loue for Aprill in her face,

Hir louely brests September claimes his part,

And lordly Iuly in her eyes takes place,

But colde December dwelleth in her heart:

Blest be the months, that sets my thoughts on fire,
Accurst that Month that hindreth my desire.

Robert Greene (1558—92), Perymedes, the Blacksmith (1588)

It is now April, and the Nightingale begins to tune her throat against May: the Sunny showers
perfume the aire, and the Bees begin to goe abroad for honey: the Dewe, as in Peatles, hangs vpon
the tops of the grasse, while the Turtles sit billing vpon the little greene boughes: the Trowt be-
gins to play in the Brookes, and the Samimon leaues the Sea, to play in the fresh waters: The Gar-
den bankes are full of gay flowers, and the Thorne and the Plumme send forth their faire
Blossomes: the March Colt begins to play, and the Cosset Lamb is learned to butt. The Poets
now make their studies in the woods, and the Youth of the Country make ready for the Morris-
dance; the little Fishes lye nibling at a bait, and the Porpas playes in the pride of the tide: the
shepheards pipe entertaines the Princesse of Arcadia, and the healthfull Souldier hath a pleas-
ant march, The Larke and the Lambe looke vp at the Sun, and the labourer is abroad by the
dawning of the day: Sheepes eyes in Lambs heads, tell kind hearts strange tales, while faith and
troth make the true Louers knot: the aged haires find a fresh life, and the youthfull cheeks are as
red as a cherry: It were a world to set downe the worth of this moneth: But in summe, I thus
conclude, Thold it the Heauens blessing, and the Earths comfort. Farewell. Breton (1626)

In this Moneth the blood increaseth, whetefore to eat pleasant meats, and River Fish, and Sallets
often is commended, to Bleed and Bathe this Moneth very good, to purge the stomack by
Potion or otherwise is good, but to eat any kind of Roots this Moneth is thought hurtful, all kind
of Meat moderately taken, except Pigg, is counted good; Its safe to enter into Physick for any
grief of the body, but drink moderately, because excessive drinking more contaminates the blood
in this Moneth than in any other; to eat Betony and Minss prepared in Honey, and drink first in the
morning before you ear any thing, and to drink sometimes the Herb of Grace [rue = Gratiz Dei
in Wine is profitable; but beware of eating Salt Fish in this Moneth, for it fouls the blood, and
breeds Itches and Scabs in the body. Saunders (1665)
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If it thunders on All Fools’ day
it brings good crops of corn and hay.

The first Day of April you may send a fool whither you will.
( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Anguilla: Constitution Day

€ ANCIENT ROME This was the day of Venus Verticordia (‘Heart-turner): statues of
Venus were washed by female worshippers, who then bedecked her with fresh flowers.
Also honoured was Fortuna Virilis, originally ‘Men's Fortune’ but by classical times
interpreted as ‘Luck with Men’; women of the lower orders prayed to her in the men's
baths.

¢ HoLY pAYs Mary of Egypt (Orth.; see *2 Apr.)

Hugh (1052—1132), bishop of Grenoble. After initial reluctance, he served for fifty-two
years altogether, and was renowned for his generosity. Attracted by the monastic life,
and having joined the Benedictine Order at an eatly age, he gave St Bruno and his com-

panions Chartreuse, whose monks, vowed to silence, later formed the Carthusian
Order.

A tradition recorded by early calendars and again by the Bollandists made this the day
on which Jesus Christ began preaching.

All Fool’s Day. A pan-European observance of French origin, characterized by the poisson
d'avril, literally April fish’, a trick whereby credulous persons are hoaxed in some in-
genious way, or made ridiculous by the attachment behind their backs of a cardboard
fish to their dlothing; in the oldest form of the trick, however, several persons conspired
to send the victim on a fool’s errand from one confederate to another, each alleging that
it was the next with whom the business was to be done.

Some explanations of the custom, and the name, are such that only an April fool
could believe. Some said that after Charles IX in 1564 had ordered the year to be reck-
oned from 1 January instead of Easter, bogus New Year presents were given on 1 April;
this is to confuse the traditional New Year festivities with the change of date. Another
tale is that the fruitless journeys recall those of Christ from the Sanhedrin to Pilate,
trom Pilate to Herod Antipas, and from Herod back to Pilate, April being the likely
month of the Crucifixion (though Western tradition placed it on 25 March), and the
fish standing for Christ as it did in early Christian times; this would be more convin-
cing if the custom had originated amongst the clergy.
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However, the April fish is the mackerel, abundant in that month, and known in
French as maguereau, from the Dutch makreel; but since maguereau (this time from Dutch
makelaar, ‘broker”) is also French for ‘pimp’, by the end of the fifteenth century poisson
davril was in common use for a pander or go-between, especially a page sent to arrange
a love affair. It is possible that the term was extended to the butt of the practical joke,
though it is generally used to describe the joke itself, rather than the victim, and hence
as an exclamation remains in the singular even when addressed to a group. Of Johann
Clemens von Wittelsbach, Electoral Archbishop of Cologne and Bishop of Liége, who
resided at Valenciennes during the War of the Spanish Succession we read:

1l s’avisa, un premier jour d’avril, de monter en chaire; il y avoit envoyé inviter tout ce qui était 3
Valenciennes, et I'église étoit toute remplie. L'Blecteur parut en chaire, regarda la compagnie de
tous cOtés, puis tout A coup se mit A crier: «Poisson d'avrill poisson d'avrilby et sa musique, avec
force trompettes et timbales, 3 lui répondre. Lui cependant fit le plongeon, et s’en alla. Voild des
plaisanteries allemandes, et de ptince, dont l'assistance, qui en rit fort, ne laissa pas d’étre bien
étonnée. Louis de Rouvroy, duc de Saint-Simon, Mémoires, under 1711

One April the first he decided to mount the pulpit; he had sent invitations to everyone at
Valenciennes, and the church was packed full. The Elector appeared in the pulpit, looked the
assembled company all over, then suddenly started to shout: April fooll April fool', and his band,
with all its trumpets and kettledrums, struck up in reply. For his part, he gave a low bow and de-
parted. That is German humour for you, and princely at that; the audience, for all its loud laugh-
tet, was much astonished at it.

Newspapers and other media have not forborne to hoax the public. In1846 the Lon-
don Evening Star announced a grand donkey-show to be held at Islington on 1 April;
those readers who made the journey found no donkeys on show but themselves. The
British Broadcasting Corporation once enlivened its television schedules with a very
plausible documentary on the Italian spaghetti harvest, and French radio caused spec-
tacular traffic jams by announcing that traffic in Bordeaux would be directed by une dolly~
bird anglaise en minijupe.

In 1969 the Arkansas Law Review published an account of a judgment said to have
been delivered by the Supreme Court of Arkansas on 1 April 1968 in a case between
J. R. Poisson and Etienne d’Avril that turned on an incautiously worded Arkansas
statute of 1945 declaring all laws and parts of laws to be repealed. The case and the
parties were fictitious; but the statute was not.

In 1994, while the recently announced proof of Fermat’s Last Theorem was being
refined to eliminate flaws detected in peer review, an e-mail hoaxer reported by way of
April foolery that a counter-example had been found by the very mathematician who
had recently disproved a similar conjecture.

In England the connection with 1 April seems not to have been made before the late
seventeenth century (it appears in Poor Robin for the first time in 1692), but the practice
of pinning something on an unsuspecting petson's back is mentioned in the preface of
Thomas Dekket’s Seven Deadlie Sinnes of London (1606 ):

The Booke-seller ever after when you passe by, pinnes on your backes the badge of fooles to make
you be laught to scorne, or of sillie Carpers to make you be pittied.
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April Fool's Day in Scotland: hunting the gowk

‘What compound is to simple addition, so is Scotch to English April fooling. In the northern
part of the island, they are not content to make a neighbour believe some single piece of absurd-
ity. Thete, the object being, we shall say, to befool simple Andrew Thomson, Wag No. 1 sends
him away with a letter to a friend two miles off, professedly asking for some useful information,
or requesting a loan of some article, but in reality containing only the words:

“This is the first day of April,
Hunt the gowk another mile!

Wag No. 2, catching up the idea of his correspondent, tells Andrew with a grave face that it is
not in his power, 8c.; but if he will go with another note to such a person, he will get what is
wanted. Off Andrew trudges with this second note to Wag No. 3, who treats him in the same
manner; and so on he goes, till some one of the seties, taking pity on him, hints the trick that
has been practised upon him. A successful affair of this kind will keep rustic society in metri-
ment for a week, during which honest Andrew Thomson hardly can shew his face. The Scotch
employ the term gowk (which is propetly a cuckoo) to express a fool in general, but more espe-
cially an April fool, and among them the practice above described is called hunting the gowk.

Chambers

The borrowing days. Since the beginning of April is often stormy, when March has gone
out like a lion, the first three days are called the ‘borrowing days’, no longer April’s but
borrowed by March:

March borrowed from Averil
Three Days, and they were ill.

A Scottish account runs:

March said to Aperill:

1 saw three hogs upon a hill;

But lend your three first days to me,

And T'll be bound to gar them die.

The first, it sall be wind and weet;

The neszt, it sall be snaw and sleet;

The third, it sall be sic a freeze

Sall gar the birds stick to the trees—

But when the borrowed days were gane,

The three silly hogs came hirplin hame. poor; hobbling

Jamieson, s.v. ‘Borrowing Days’; other versions exist
there eftir i entrit in ane grene fortest, to contempil the tendir 3ong frutes of grene treis, be cause

the borial blastis of the thre borouing dais of marche hed chaissit the fragrant flureise of euyrie
frute tree far athourt the feildis. The Complaynt of Scatlande (1549), 37—8

In Tiree these days are i latha na boin ruaidbe, ‘the three days of the red cow’, cf. Irish
lacthanta na riaibhche (mod. riabbai), ‘the days of the brindled cow’; though another form
of the tale assigns them to *March. Humphrey O’Sullivan applies #ri lacthe na sean~
riaibbiche, ‘the three days of the old brindled cow’, to +—3 April OS. March is called
‘angry, windy, hard’, April ‘dripping, bleating, new’. But a Northern Ireland version ex-
tends the number to nine: three to fleece the blackbird, three to punish the stonechat,
three days for the grey cow.
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( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES USA, Florida: Pascua Florida Day (commemor-
ating discovery of Florida by Ponce de Le6n in 1513)

¢ HoOLY DAYs Francis of Paola (RC)

Francis of Paola (1416—1507), founder of the Franciscan Minim Friars. A native of
Calabria, he became a hermit at the age of 15 in a cave near Paola; others joined him,
eventually forming the Hermits of St Francis of Assisi (founded 1452, sanctioned 1474),
later known as the Friars Minim, who refused milk and eggs as well as meat. Famed for
his prophecies and miracles during his lifetime, Francis was called to France by Louis
XI, whom he consoled in his last illness; ‘le saint homme’ made a great impression not
only on Louis but on the equally hard-headed chronicler of his reign Philippe de Com-

mynes:

He builded in the place where he liued two Churches, and neuer ate since the time he entred into
this strait kinde of life, either fish, flesh, egs, any kinde of whitmeate, or of fat. I neuer saw in
my time a man of so holy life, nor by whose mouth the holy Ghost seemed rather to speake; for
he neuer had been scholler, but was vtterly vnlearned . . . His answers wete so wise, that all men
woondered at them; so far foorth that our holy Father gaue him leaue to erect a new order, called
the heremites of Saint Francis. From thence he came to the King, who honored him as if he had
been the Pope himselfe, falling downe before him, and desiring him to prolong his life: where-
unto he answered as a wise man should. I haue often heard him talke with the King that now is,
in presence of all the nobilitie of the realme, and that within these two moneths, and sure he
seemed by his words, to be inspired with the holy Ghost, otherwise he could neuer haue com-
muned of such matters as he did. Mémoires, bk. 8, ch. 6 (trans. Danett, 226—7)

Louis’s successor Charles VIII built him two monasteries. Many of his miracles are con-
cerned with the sea (in one he sails across the Strait of Messina on his cloak); Pius XII
named him patron saint of seafarers in 1943.

Mary of Egypt (Maria Aegyptiaca); having spent seventeen years in a life of pleasure, she
went on a pilgrimage to the Holy Cross in Jerusalem, was converted, and lived another
forty-seven years as a hermit east of the Jordan; in the sixth century her tomb was often
visited by pilgrims. Many legends (some borrowed from Mary Magdalene) were told
about her, as that she went clad only in her hair, and was buried by a lion; angels
escorted her soul to heaven. She is a favourite subject for painters. This is her RC day;
the Orthodox honour her on the 1st, and also on the fifth Sunday in Lent.

Day of the Unity of the Peoples proclaimed in Russia and Belarus’ to celebrate the eco-
nomic union between them signed on this day in 1996.
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¢ HoLY DAYs Richard of Chichester (BCP; CY 16 June)

Richard of Chichester (Richard de Wyche) (1197—1253), bishop of Chichester (translation
on 15 July). As a young man, he postponed studies to restore the family farm; he then
attended Oxford University and later earned a degree in civil law at Bologna. Return-
ing to Oxford, he was made Chancellor, but resigned to become chancellor of the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, after whose death he decided to enter holy orders, becoming first
a parish priest, then again chancellor of the Archbishop of Canterbury. His election as
bishop of Chichester (1244) led to a battle of wills between King Henry III, who had
appointed his own candidate, and the Archbishop. Though confirmed and consecrated
by the pope in 1243, it took Richard two years to secure the properties of the diocese.
He proved a model diocesan bishop, severe towards sinners yet generous to those in
need. He actively recruited for the Crusade, whose objective he saw less as military con-
quest than as opening the route for pilgrims to the Holy Land. He was canonized in
1262. The RC commemorates him on this date as well.

Nicetas (Orth.), banished for resisting the revival of Iconoclasm by the emperor Leo V
(813—20). In Crete there is reported to be a hoofmark where his white winged horse
landed after the rescue of a maiden in distress; he has a chapel on Mt Helicon, where
the stamp of Pegasus’ hoof opened the fountain Hippocrene.

The well-flowering at Droitwich:

This Custome is yearly observed at Droit-Wich in ‘Worcester-shire, where on the day of
St. Richard the Patron of y* Well (i.e.) salt-well, they keepe Holyday, dresse the well with green
Boughes and flowers. One yeare sc. A° 164.., in the Presbyterian times it was discontinued in the
Civil-wartes; and after that the spring shranke up or dtied up for some time. So afterwards they
kept their annuall custome (notwithstanding the power of y° Parliament and soldiers), and the
salt-water returned again and still continues. This St. Richard was a person of great estate in
these parts, and a briske young fellow that would ride over hedge and ditch, and at length became

a very devout man, and after his decease was canonized for a Saint. Aubrey, 33

Before the calendar reform, this was the traditional day of the cuckoo’s first appearance
in England; see *14 April, but also *8 April.
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( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Senegal: Independence Day (sovereignty, 1960)

( ANCIENT ROME Megalensia, in honour of the Great [in Greek Megalz] Mother of
the Gods, who had been brought to Rome in 205/ 4 BG; the festivities eventually ex-
tended to the 1oth. The celebration was an upper-class affair, marked by the exchanging
of hospitality (mutitatio) by members of clubs (sodalitates) formed for the purpose; its
counterpart amongst the common people was the Cerialia (see *19 Apr.).

The illustration in PL 5 is one of the two surviving copies of that in the Calendar of
354 (see II: *Roman Calendar); it depicts a man, no longer in the flower of youth, in a short
tunic with the typical late-antique shoulder-roundels called orbiculi, dancing with
castanets in front of a male, or rather hermaphroditic, cult-image; this is usually taken
for a Renaissance miscopying of a Venus, but the male worshipper and the castanets re-
main to be accounted for. It has been suggested that the deity is Attis, the Great
Mother’s sexually ambiguous consort, and the dancer the old man who, according to
one explanation of the proverb omnia secunda, saltat senex (All's well, the old man’s dan-
cing’), averted the goddess’s wrath by dancing at her games. The castanets tell in favour
of this interpretation.

¢ HoLY DAYS Ambrose (BCP); Isidore of Seville (RC)

Ambrose, bishop of Milan, died on 4 April 397; he is commemorated on this day in the
BCP, but the ASB and CY have joined with the Roman Catholic and Orthodox
churches in observing *7 December, the date of his election in 374.

Isidore of Seville, ‘Hispalensis’, brother of Leander (see *13 Mar.), whom he succeeded as
bishop of Seville c.600; d. 636. An excellent administrator who worked closely with the
Visigothic kings of Spain, especially Sisebut (612—21), he is best known for his schol-
arly writings, above all the Etymologiae or Origines, an encyclopedic summary of late-
antique learning.

Benedict the Moor (Benedetto Manasseri) (1526—89), a Franciscan friar, born in Sicily to
African slaves; patiently supporting taunts because of his colour, he became a Francis-
can lay brother, and eventually superior of his convent; he was known for healing and
counselling. In 1998 he was reinstated as co-patron with Rosalia (see *15 July) of
Palermo, where he died, as a symbol of racial and cultural tolerance.

According to Olaus Worm’s Danish calendar, on this day ‘they say that peas should not

be cooked, but committed to the earth’, i.e. sown.
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¢ ANCIENT ROME Dedication-day of temple of Fortuna Publica, one of three in the
Quirinal (see too *25 May).

¢ HOLY DAYs Vincent Ferrer (RC)

Vincent Ferrer (1350—1419 ), Dominican friar and inspiring preacher. Born in Spain to an
Englishman and a Spanish woman, he joined the Dominican Order in 1367, becoming
famous as a preacher and securing many conversions. Unsuccessful in his attempts to
petsuade the schismatic Spanish pope Benedict XIII to be reconciled with the Roman
Urban VI, he withdrew from the papal court at Avignon and returned to preaching,
mainly in France and Brittany. In 1414 he attempted to persuade Benedict to abdicate;
but this he refused to do even when the Council of Constance had set aside all three
popes (himself, Gregory XTI, and John XXIII).

Derfel (d. 6th century). Known as Derfel Gadarn (‘the mighty”), he was a soldier in early
life. Little is known of his life but much more of his afterlife in the form of his statue
in Llandderfel (Gwynedd), a town founded by him. The great traveller Thomas Pen-

nant records the following:

A little beyond the extremity of this romantic part [near Llandrillo], in an opening on the right,
stand the church and village of Llan-Dderfek the first was dedicated to St. Detfel Gadarn, and was
remarkable for a vast wooden image of the saint, the subject of much superstition in antient
times. The Welsh had a prophecy, that it should set a whole forest on fire. Whether to complete it, or
whether to take away from the people the cause of idolatry, I cannot say; but it was brought to
London in the year 1538, and was used as part of the fuel which consumed poor frier Forest to ashes,
in Smithfield, for denying the king’s supremacy. This unhappy man was hanged in chains round his

middle to a gallows, over which was placed this inscription, allusive to our image:
g g

David Darvel Gutheren,
As sayth the Welshman,
Fetched outlawes out of Hell.

Now is he come with spere and sheld,
In harnes to burne in Smithfeld,
For in Wales he may not dwel.

And Foreest the freer,
That obstinate lyer,
That wylfully shalbe dead.

In his contumacye,
The gospel doeth deny,
The kyng to be supreme heade.

[Soutce: Hall’s Chronicle, ccxxxiii] Pennant, Snowdon, 64—6

According to some calendars, this was the day on which the Flood began.
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¢ HOLY DAYS

Notker Balbulus (‘the Stammerer”), monk of Sankt Gallen, d. 6 April g1z (honoured at
Sankt Gallen on 7 May); author of greatly admired hymns and sequences (texts in
thythmical prose), set to music by himself. It is related that when the emperor Chatles
the Fat visited Sankt Gallen, his delight in conversing with the Stammerer provoked
his jealous chaplain into asking Notker the disdainful question: “Tell me, you who are
so learned, what is God doing now? To which Notker sweetly replied: ‘He is doing
now what He has done in the past and will do so long as the world shall last: He is
putting down the proud and exalting the humble! Once when Satan infiltrated the
monastery in the form of a dog Notker thwacked him so hard with St Columban’s
staff that he broke it; in consequence he is depicted with a broken stick above a cringing
devil.

Founding of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints by Joseph Smith (1830).
This day is the beginning of the UK tax year. When in r752 the official beginning of

the English year was moved from 25 March to 1 January, it was nevertheless thought ex-
pedient to allow the financial year 1751 its tull twelve months, and to reckon its successor
from 25 March; the omission of eleven days from September that year caused the next
financial year to be counted from Old Lady Day, 5 April 1753. In 1800, the suppression
of the leap day caused the corresponding date to become 6 April; but in 1900, when
the change of style was no longer a living memory, the further adjustment to
7 April was not made.

Birth (1483) and death (1520) of Raphael (Raffaello Sanzio). He is buried in the Pan-

theon in Rome, where his monument bears the inscription by Pietro Bembo:

Raphaeli Sanctio Ioannis F. Vrbinati Pictori eminentissimo veterumque aemulo cuius adspiran-
teis prope imagines si contemplere, naturae atque artis foedus facile inspexeris. Iulii II et Leonis
X pontt. maxx. picturae et architecturae opetibus gloriam auxit. V. A, XXXVII integer integros.
Quo die natus est eo esse desiit. VIIL ID. APRIL. M.D.XX.

Ille hic est Raphael timuit quo sospite uinci
rerum magna parens et moriente mori.

To Raffaello di Giovanni Sanzio of Urbino, the most eminent painter and rival of the ancients,
in whose almost breathing portraits you will by contemplating them easily discern the compact
of nature and art. He increased the glory of Popes Julius II and Leo X by his works of painting
and architecture. He lived an upright man for 37 whole years. On the same day on which he was
born he ceased to be. 6 April 1520.

That Raphael is here, during whose life Nature, the great parent of the universe, feared she
was being surpassed, and when he was dying that she was dying,
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( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES UN member nations: World Health Day
USA, New York: Verrazano Day (discovery of New York Harbor by Giovanni da
Verrazano, 1524,)

( HOLY DAYs Jean-Baptiste de La Salle (RC)

Jean-Baptiste de La Salle (1651—1751), French educational reformer, founder of the Institute
of the Brothers of Christian Schools. He opened Sunday schools in 1699, established a
boarding-school in 1705, and pioneered whole-class teaching and the use of the vernacu-
lar. In 1950 he was declared the patron saint of schoolteachers.

In Armenia this is the Annunciation.

On this day in 1724 the first performance of Bach's St John Passion took place at the Nico-
laikirche in Leipzig; it was Good Friday in the Protestant states of Germany, though
not under either the Gregorian calendar used by Roman Catholic countries and the
Netherlands, or the Julian calendar still used by Great Britain; see I1: *The Date of Easter:

Astronomical Easter.

The Days of April
On the return of April some few days
Before it comes when every thing looks new
And woods where primroses burn in a blaze
of fire And sallows in the woods made new
Seen blazeing out in blossoms not a few
But bushes smothered over what a change
Is turned upon their brightness passing by
The very birds the pies and crows and Jays
Look downward on their bloom from dark trees high
And wood larks dropping from the rich blue sky
Winner and whistle to their very roots
Sitting beneath a canophy of gold
And wood anemonies the sharp air suits
Their sheltered blooms with beauties manifold
Daisies burn April grass with silver flies
And pilewort in the green lane blazes out
Enough to burn the fingers neath the briars
Where village Boys will scrat dead leaves about
To look for pootys—every eye admires landsnails
The lovely pictures that the spring brings out
Meadows of bowing cowslips what mind tires
To see them dancing in the emerald grass
And trawling chrystal brook as clear as glass
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Laughing groaning uggling on for miles gurgling
That waves the silver blades of swimming grass

Upon the surface while the glad sun smiles

Such are the sights the showers and sunshine bring

To three or four bright days in the first of spring ...

John Clare (1793-1864)
®
8 APRIL
a.d. VI 1dus Apriles G
( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Japan: Hanamatsuri (‘Flower Festival’; Buddha’s
Birthday)
Korea: Buddha’s Birthday

The Birthday of the Buddha was originally the eighth day of the fourth lunar month.

¢ HOLY DAYS

Gauthier of Pontoise, the first abbot of the abbey founded at Pontoise by Philip I of France;
he is said, on receiving his investiture, to have placed his hand on the staff not beneath
but above the king’s, with the words: I take, not your hand from below, but this staff
from above; for it is not from you that I accept the charge of this church, but from God.
However, finding the pressures too much for him, he begged Pope Gregory VII to re-
lease him from the charge; the Pope refused, and when Gauthier nonetheless sneaked
oft to Cluny ordered him back to his duty.

The cuckoo makes its appearance about now (see also *14 Apr.):

About the 8th, gth, or 1oth Days the Cuckow comes, therefore you that keep Cows, provide
Curds and Cream against her coming. Poor Robin (1682)

Apfil
I open wide the portals of the Spring
To welcome the procession of the flowers,
With their gay bannets, and the birds that sing
Their song of songs from their aerial towers.
I soften with my sunshine and my showers
The heart of earth; with thoughts of love I glide
Into the hearts of men; and with the hours

Upon the Bull with wreathéd horns I ride.
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807—82), The Poet’s Calendar
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( HOLY DAYS
Maria Cl(¢)ophae, the wife of Clopas and mother of St James the Less. She is one of the

three Marys who stood under the Cross.

Gilbert White muses on the naked slug and the housed snail, which begin to appear

about now:

The shell-less snails, called slugs, are in motion all the winter in mild weather, & commit great
depredations on garden—plants, & much injure the green wheat, the loss of which is imputed to
earth-worms; while the shelled snail, the pepéowkog [house-bearer’, a kenning used by the
Greek poet Hesiod], does not come forth at all til about Aprﬂ the tenth; and not only 1ays itself
up pretty eatly in the autumn, in places secure from frost; but also throws-out round the mouth
of it’s shell a thick operculum formed from it's own saliva; so that it is perfectly secured, &
corked—up as it were, from all inclemencies. Why the naked slug should be so much more able to
endure cold than it’s housed congener, I cannot pretend to say. White 31 Mar. r775)

@
10 APRIL

a.d. IV Idus Apriles B

¢ HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
Salvation Army Founder’s Day (birth of William Booth, 1829)

¢ ANCIENT ROME Culmination of Megalensia, with games in the Circus Maximus
preceded by a grand procession to the Great Mother’s temple on the Palatium. (This
was the ancient and medieval name for what is now called the Palatine Hill; it is the
origin of our word ‘palace’, reflecting the fact that the emperor Augustus occupied its
entirety with his own dwelling-place.)

¢ HoLY pAYs William Law (CY)

William Law (1686—1761). Having lost his Cambridge fellowship when he refused to take
the Oath of Allegiance on the succession of George I, he found work as tutor to the
father of the historian Edward Gibbon. A spiritual writer, his most influential work was
A Serious Call to a Devout and Holy Life, by which he meant the everyday life. In Gibbon's
autobiography he is remembered as ‘a worthy and pious man, who believed all that he
professed and practised all that he enjoined. The character of a nonjuror which he
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maintained to the last is a sufficient evidence of his principles in Church and State, and
the sacrifice of interest to conscience will be always respectable!

In the nineteenth century this day was remembered as that on which, in 1848, the Chart-
ists had made their last and greatest demonstration in support of six political demands;
five of these are now accepted principles of the constitution and the sixth, that a new
Parliament should be elected every year, is dead even among reformers. The Monster
Petition was reported to contain eleven signatures in the name of Queen Victoria and
two in that of the Devil. Chambers recounts the occasion as follows:

The Parisian Revolution of February, 1848, had, as usual, stirred up and brought into violent ac-
tion all the discontents of Europe. Even in happy Englancl there was a discontent, one involving
certain sections of the working classes, and referring rather to certain speculative political claims
than to any practical grievance. The Chartists, as they were called, deemed this a good opportun-
ity for pressing their claims, and they resolved to do so with a demonstration of their numbers,
thus hinting at the physical force which they possessed, but probably without any serious designs
against the peace of their fellow-citizens. It was arranged that a monster petition should be pre-
sented to parliament on the roth of Aptil, after being paraded through London by a procession.
The Government, fearing that an outbreak of violence might take place, as had happened already
at Manchestet, Glasgow, and other large towns, assembled large bodies of troops, planted can-
non in the neighbourhoocl of Westminster Bridge, and garrisoned the public offices; at the same
time a vast number of the citizens wete sworn in as special constables to patrol the streets. The
Chartists met on Kennington Common, under the presidency of Mr Feargus O’Connor, M.P,
but their sense of the preparations made for the preservation of the peace, and a hint that they
would not be allowed to cross the bridges in force, took away all hope of their intended demon-
stration. Their petition was quietly taken ‘in three cabs’ along Vauxhall Bridge, and presented to
the House of Commons; the multitude dispetsed; by four o’clock in the afternoon London had
tesumed its ordinary appearances, and the Tenth of April remained only a memory of an appre-
hended danger judiciously met and averted.

In 1864 a Scottish publication could refer to the whole kingdom as ‘England’; the Eng-
lish now do so, save amongst themselves, at their peril.

@
II APRIL

a.d. II1 1dus Apriles C

¢ HoLY DAYs Stanistaw of Krakéw (RC); formerly Leo I, Pope (now 10 Nov.)

Stanistaw (Stanislaus) of Krakéw (1030—79), bishop and martyr; patron of Poland (for-
merly 7 May). Born to a noble family in Szczepandw, after studies at Gniezno and per-
haps Paris he became a canon at Krakéw, and was consecrated bishop in 1072. He
excommunicated the king, Bolestaw I, for refusing to repent of his cruel and licentious
behaviour, especially the kidnapping of the beautiful wife of a nobleman. In revenge,

Bolestaw ordered his soldies to kill Stanistaw as he was celebrating mass at a chapel out-
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side the city; they were prevented from doing so by a great light, whereupon the king
undertook the task himself. As a consequence, Pope Gregory VII laid Poland under
interdict. Stanistaw was canonized in 1253.

Guthlac (¢.673—714). Born in the Midland kingdom of Mercia, which derived its name
from the Marches or border with the Welsh, he did gallant service in war, then became
successively a monk at Repton and a hermit at Crowland in the Fens. After his death
on Wednesday of Easter Week, 11 April 714, an abbey (sometimes called ‘Croyland’) was
built there in his honour by King Ethelbald, whose succession to the Mercian throne he
is said to have posthumously predicted in a dream.

April in Town
Straight from the east the wind blows sharp with rain,
That just now drove its wild ranks down the street,
And westward rushed into the sunset sweet.
Spouts brawl, boughs drip and cease and drip again,
Bricks gleam; keen saffron glows each Window—pane,
And every pool beneath the passing feet.
Innumerable odors fine and fleet
Are blown this way from blossoming lawn and lane.
‘Wet roofs show black against a tender sky;
The almond bushes in the lean-fenced square,
Beaten to the walks, show all their draggled white.
A troop of laborers comes slowly by;

One bears a daffodil, and seems to bear
A new-lit candle through the fading light.

Lizette Woodworth Reese (1856—1935)

@
12 APRIL

pridie Idus Apriles D

€ ANCIENT ROME This was the first day of the Ludi Ceriales, the Games of Ceres,
goddess of corn, held in the Circus Maximus; they extended till the 1gth.

¢ HOLY DAYS

Zeno (d. 371), patron saint of Verona. He came from Africa and was appointed Bishop
of Verona in 362. He is usually represented with a fish dangling from his crosier;
whether as fisher of souls or because he saved Verona from drought is not clear. A differ-
ent explanation was offered to Thomas Coryat, who viewed the tomb and statue of St
Zeno in Verona Cathedral in 1608:

Within the Church there is an extraordinary great front made of porphyrie. In a low crypta
or vault of this Church I saw the monument of Saint Zeno, & againe above neare to the quire
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his statue made in stone with a miter upon his head. He is pourtrayed laughing and looking
very pleasantly, in his left hand he held a reeden rod, the top whereof was pretily made with
bone finely wrought, which indeed was nothing else but the top of his Crosier: at the ende
hanged a counterfeited Trowte, in token that hee was much delighted in taking of Trowtes, as a
Benedictine Monke tolde me. There I read this inscription, Anno Dom. trecentessimo [sic] ptimo
Beatus Zeno moritur duodecima Aprilis. Coryat, ii. 33

®

13 APRIL
Idus Apriles E

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Chad: National Day
USA, Alabama and Oklahoma: Thomas Jefferson’s Birthday

€ ANCIENT ROME Like all Ides, this was sacred to Jupiter; it was the dedication-day
of a temple in honour of Jupiter Victor on the Palatium, vowed after a great league of
Rome’s Italian enemies had been defeated at Sentinum, near the modern Sassoferrato,
in BC 295, and also of a temple of Jupiter Libertas on the Aventine.

¢ HOLY DAYS Pope Martin I (RC)

Pope Martin I (649—54,) (formetly 12 Nov.), a martyr persecuted not by pagans but by the
Christian emperor Constans II, whose prohibition of theological discussion in respect
to Monotheletism he had flouted by condemning the doctrine as heretical. He was im-
prisoned, banished to the Crimea, and deposed.

Hermenegild (d. 585), eldest son of the Arian Visigoth Leuvigild, king of Spain, married
the Frankish princess Ingund, who refused to be rebaptized an Arian even when thrown
bodily into the font by Queen Goiswinth, and instead converted her husband to
Catholicism. A civil war, initiated by Hermenegild, ensued:

The rash youth, inflamed by zeal, and pethaps by ambition, was tempted to violate the duties of
a son and a subject; and the catholics of Spain, although they could not complain of persecu-
tion, applauded his pious rebellion against an heretical father.  Gibbon, Decline and Fll, cbh. 37

Eventually he was defeated, and executed; a thousand years later he was canonized by a
Roman Catholic Church whose most zealous champion was the king of Spain and
which claimed the right to depose heretical monarchs.

Caradog, harper to King Rhys of South Wales who became a monk at Llandaff and then
a hermit; d. 1124. He is buried in St David’s Cathedral, where his bones appear to have
been found (see *1 Mar.).

Justin Martyr (c.100—¢.165), who had not previously been honoured in the West (and
whose works were not translated into Latin till 1554), was placed on this day by Florus,
deacon of Lyon (gth c.), because it was already consecrated to two martyrs (Carpus and
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Agathonice) whose martyrdom precedes Justin’s in Eusebius’ Ecclesiastical History. He was
moved to the 14th by Leo XIII and to the Eastern date of * June in 1969.

Black Monday. On this day in 1360 an English force under the Earl of March, marshal of
Edward III's army in France, was caught in a fearful storm of thunder, lightning, and
hail; over 6,000 horses were killed, besides countless human losses. It has commonly
been known as Black Monday, and even invoked (along with various other historical
events) to explain the use of that term for the day after Easter; in fact it was Tuesday,
and not in Easter week but the week after.

@
14 APRIL

a.d. XVIII Kalendas Maias F

{ HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

Pan American Day (first International Conference of American States, 1890)

{ HOLY DAYS

Tiburtius and Valerian, third-century brothers of whom Valerian was married to
St Cecilia (*22 Nov.); their steadfastness brought about the conversion and ezecution of
the judge’s secretary, one Maximus. Their day was reckoned the first day of summer in

the Scandinavian two-season system.

Pedro Gonzilez, d. 1246, confessor to Fernando III of Castile (*30 May), whom he ac-
companied on his campaigns against the Moors; he spent the last ten years of his life
preaching in Galicia and Portugal, being also concerned with such practical assistance
as the building of bridges. He died at Tuy on the River Mifio, which became the centre
of his cult. He was especially popular with sailors, who identified him with St Erasmus

(see *2 June) under the name of San Telmo.

On this day (3 Apr. OS) the cuckoo was reputed to make its appearance. From that
bird’s habit of depositing its eggs in other birds’ nests comes the name of cuckold, ori-
ginally also the adulterer but now only the husband of the unfaithful wife, taunted with
the cuckoo’s call:

Cuckoo, cuckoo—O word of fear,

Unpleasing to a married ear.

Spring, in Love’s Labour’s Lost, v. ii. 887—8

In this same moneth on the third day
The Cuckow doth come in, they say,
Who much content to man doth bring,
With pleasant note that he doth sing,
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Since he doth Musick gratis give,

Make much of him, and let him live.
And do not bear to him a spight,
Though he upon thy tree doth light,
Nor think thy wife to be a whore
Although he sing just at thy dore,

For whatsoever he doth chat

Wife may be honest for all that:

But rather thank him for his labor,

And think he calleth to thy Neighbour.
Or let the worst that can befall,

He speaks to all in general;

Or, if that Cuckolds that street cumber,
That thou art not of that same number,
For none are Cuckolds, of truth know,
But such as think themselves are so.

Poor Robin (1668)

®

15 APRIL

a.d. XVII Kalendas Maias G

¢ ANCIENT ROME The Fordicidia, on which, so Ovid relates, pregnant cows were
sacrificed to Tellus (the Earth), one on the Capitol, one in each of the thirty ancient
watrds or curiae (*17 Feb.).

¢ HOLY DAYS
Ruadan (d. 584), founder and first abbot of Lothra. On his day, according to the Book

of Leinster, the birds are released from the thrall of winter.

USA: income tax returns due. By an Act of Congress on 5 August 1861 a tax of 3% was
imposed on all incomes, exempting $800, but no tax was assessed under the law. A new
tax bill, signed on 1 July 1862, imposed a tax of 3% on incomes under $10,000 and 5%
above that, with a $600 exemption; the tax was first levied in 1863. Raised to help pay
the costs of the Civil War, it was abolished in 1872. A new income tax bill of 1894, im-
posing 2% on all incomes with an exemption of $4,000, was legally challenged by the
states and declared unconstitutional by the Supreme Court in May 189s. It was there-
fore necessary to amend the Constitution, which allowed the levying of federal taxes,
but only in proportion to population. The 16th Amendment was ratified in 1913, at
which time the Tariff Act incorporated a federal income tax of 1% with exemptions of
§3,000 for single persons and $4,000 for married persons, with surcharges on incomes
above $20,000. (At that time the exemptions were very generous, and only the wealthy

had to pay tax.)
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®

16 APRIL

a.d. XVI Kalendas Masas A

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Denmark: Queen Margrethe’s Birthday (na-
tional holiday)
Puerto Rico: José de Diego’s Birthday

¢ HOLY DAYS

Bernadette (Marie-Bernarde) Soubirous of Lourdes (1844—79), who in 1858, at the age of
14, reported eighteen visions of a lady, the first being on *11 February, the last on 16 July.
On 25 February the lady, who bade her drink from and bathe in a spring that erupted
on the spot, demanded the building of a chapel to which processions should be held,
and called on mankind to repent and pray; when on the order of the sceptical parish
priest Bernadette asked for her name she replied in Gascon: T am the Immaculate Con-
ception. Although Pius IX had proclaimed the Immaculate Conception as a dogma in
1854 (see *8 Dec.), and France was flooded with cheap reproductions of Murillo’s paint-
ing of the subject in the Louvre, a peasant gitl was supposed too ignorant to have heard
of it; moreover, the spring had already been credited with miraculous cures. She died as
Sister Marie-Bernarde of the Sceurs de la Charité et de I'Instruction Chrétienne on
16 April 1879; this is kept as her day outside France, where it is 18 February.

Benedict Joseph Labre (1748-83), patron saint of tramps and the homeless. The eldest of
fifteen children, he was not inclined to follow his fathet’s footsteps as a shopkeeper in
Boulogne. Having been rejected by the Cistercians and the Carthusians as unsuited for
monastic life, he undertook a pilgrimage to Rome, a journey that took four years on
foot with detours to other places of pilgrimage, depending on charitable handouts
along the way and sleeping rough. In Rome his ‘accommodation’ was the Colosseum,
where he spent his nights quite probably in the company of other homeless people; but
the days he passed in various Roman churches, praying. By the time of his death he had

come to be regarded as a saint, and not as a verminous beggar; he was canonized in 1881.

Padarn or Paternus, ¢.500, founder of Llanbadarn Fawr in Dyfed and other monasteries
along Roman roads; a great preacher. It was said that when King Arthur sought his
tunic, the saint ordered the earth to swallow him up as far as his chin, and that his
crosier, which like a warriot’s sword had a name of its own (Cyrwen), had the power to
quell armies engaged in battle.

Magnus of Scotland. Magnus Erlendsson, son of the Earl of Orkney, escaped from cap-
tivity in Norway to the protection of the Scottish king Malcolm III (Ceann Mor, ‘Big-
head’, 1058—93); at his father’s death his succession was challenged by his cousin Hikon
Pilsson, who murdered him on 16 April 1116; canonized 1135. He is the main saint of
Orkney, Shetland, and northern Scotland; the cathedral at Kirkwall, where his relics

were rediscovered in 1919, bears his name. (Some of the relics allegedly found their way
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to Aachen, whence the emperor Charles IV took part of a shoulder to St Vitus’ Cath-
edral in Prague.) He is also one of the patron saints of Norway, where this day is known
as magtmsmesse; it is also called the third day of summer. In Norwegian primestaves it was
marked with a half-cross, the bar extending to one side only, to indicate that it was a
halvbelg or half-holy day; the other halvheler were 1 August (Peter’s chains), 1 September
(St Giles), and 4 October (St Francis).

®

17 APRIL

a.d. XV Kalendas Maias B

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Syria: Independence Day, or Evacuation Day
(withdrawal of French troops, 1946)

¢ HOLY DAYS

Stephen Harding, abbot of Citeaux, d. 1034, under whose rule the Cistercian Order was in
danger of dying out until in 1112 St Bernard (see *20 Aug.) brought thirty followers to
it, so augmenting the Order that further foundations were needed. Legend improved the
story to make a mysterious disease deplete the monks’ numbers, causing Stephen to
wonder whether he was really doing the will of God; he asked a dying monk to bring
back word from beyond the grave bearing witness to the divine will. Soon after his death
the monk appeared to Stephen, saying that his way of life was pleasing to God; new
monks would shortly come who, like bees swarming out of the hive, would fly away and
spread over many parts of the world. Not long thereafter, at the monastery gates ap-
peared a troop of thirty men, announcing to the porter that they had come to offer
themselves to the religious life. All were of noble lineage, most were young; their leader
was a youth of singular beauty whose name was Bernard. Harding was also a biblical
scholar, who sought Jewish assistance in correcting the Citeaux text of the Old Testa-
ment. This is his date in the Roman Martyrology, though in 1683 the Order transferred
it to 16 July.
April and May

Aptil cold with dropping rain

Willows and lilacs brings again,

The whistle of returning birds,

And the trumpet-lowing of the herds.

The scarlet maple-keys betray

‘What potent blood hath modest May,

What ﬁery force the earth renews,

The wealth of forms, the flush of hues;

‘What joy in rosy waves outpoured
Flows from the heart of Love, the Lord.

Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803—82)
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®

18 APRIL

a.d. X1V Kalendas Masas C

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Zimbabwe: Independence Day (1980, from
British colonial rule resumed in 1979 after the failure of the white government that
had declared unilateral independence as ‘Rhodesia’ on 11 November 1965 to obtain
international recognition for its power-sharing settlement with some of its black
opponents)

{ HOLY DAYS

Aye or Aya, venerated at Sainte-Waudru in Mons at least since 1314. She protects prop-
erty and is invoked by victims of unjust lawsuits: when her relations contested her be-
quest to Sainte-Waudru she rebuked them from her tomb and ordered them to desist.
At her feast the statutes of the chapter required a reading from Prov. 31: 10 ‘mulierem
fortem quis inveniet? procul et de ultimis finibus pretium eius’ (“Who shall find a valiant
woman? far and from the uttermost bounds is the price of her’), the Vulgate counter-
part of AV ‘Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far above rubies!

®

19 APRIL

a.d. XIII Kalendas Maias D

€ ANCIENT ROME Cerialia, the feast of Ceres, regarded with especial devotion by the
common people, who celebrated by exchanging hospitality; foxes with burning torches
tied to their tails were let loose. White robes were worn; spelt, salt, and incense were
offered.

€ HOLY DAYS Alphege (CofE)

Llfheah (Alphege, Alphage), Archbishop of Canterbury (c.g53—1012). First a monk, then
a hermit, he became abbot of Bath, and in 984 succeeded Ethelwold (see *1 Aug.) as
bishop of Winchester. Ten years later he was one of Ethelred II's emissaries to the in-
vading Vikings under Olav Tryggvason and Svend Tyggeskzg (‘Forkbeard”) and secured
the agreement of the former not to raid England any more; confirmed by Zlfheah with
Ethelred as sponsor, he sailed home to set about imposing Christianity on Norway,
where he was king from gg5 to 1000. In 1005 Zlftheah became archbishop of Canterbury;
six years later the Danes overran the city and held him hostage for seven months; when
he persisted in his refusal to let his own ransom of £3,000 be paid, drunken Danes attacked
him with oxen's bones and killed him, on the spot where the parish church of Green-
wich was later built. After the Norman Conquest, Archbishop Lanfranc of Canterbury,
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ill-disposed to native traditions, discarded him along with other Anglo-Saxon saints
from the Canterbury calendar, as not having demonstrably died for the faith; St Anselm,
then abbot of Bec, argued on a visit in 1079 that, since he had died resisting unjust exac-
tion on his tenants, he had died for justice, and therefore for truth, which is simply a
mode of justice. This last had been Lanfranc’s own assertion in his commentary on
Rom. 3: 4; he at once reversed himself, readmitted St Zlfheah to the calendar, included
his day among the feasts ‘celebrated magnificently’ (on the same level as the Epiphany,
Purification, Annunciation, and Ascension), and commissioned music for it (now lost)
from the monk Osbern, said to have been the best musician of his day, along with a still
extant life. Thomas Becket called Zlfheah ‘the first martyr of Canterbury’.

Leo IX (1049—54), a reforming pope nominated by the emperor Henry III at a time
when reforming popes were still the allies and not the enemies of Holy Roman
Emperors. An Alsatian count’s son baptized Bruno, he took the name Leo as recalling
the supposedly still pure church of Leo the Great, and was the first name-changing pope
to be canonized. For over goo years the bishops of Rome, like other bishops, had re-
tained their baptismal names with two exceptions: John II (533—5), baptized Mercurius,
who (unlike Hormisdas, 514—23) exchanged the name of a pagan deity for that of the
recent martyr-pope (see *18 May), and John III (561—74,), who bhad changed his original
name of Catelinus long before his election. In g55 the debauched teenage hooligan
Octavianus, prince of the Romans, was elected pope and took the name of John XII
after his uncle John XI; he was the last man to shy at a name of secular pomp, but some
contemporaries make John his true name all along. When in 974 Benedict VI, elected
with imperial support, was overthrown by the defeated faction, his rival in conclave, the
cardinal deacon Franco, was consecrated as Boniface VIL; an interesting choice, for the
twice-unfrocked Boniface VI had been imposed on the Church in 896 by an anti-
imperial mob. Boniface VII was soon deposed (but not before murdering Benedict);
upon the next pope’s death in 983, the impetial nominee Peter Canepanova, unwilling
to invite comparison with the first pope and Prince of the Apostles, reigned as John
XTV till Boniface came back in 984 and murdered him too. In gg96 Bruno of Carinthia
took the name Gregory V to recall Gregory the Great, in 999 Gerbert of Aurillac, ap-
pointed by the emperor Otto III, became Silvester II in honour of the Sylvester who
had supposedly been spiritual guide to Constantine (see *31 Dec.); neither Bruno nor
Gerbert was a name familiar to Romans. The next two retained their baptismal name of
John (XVII and XVIII), but in 1009 another Petet, also unwilling to reign under that
name, became Sergius IV. A few eleventh-century antipopes apart, all his successors
have changed their baptismal names but for Hadrian VI (1522—3) and Marcellus I (1555);
Julius II (1503—13), formerly Giuliano della Rovere, omitted a syllable in honour not of
Julius I (337—52) but of Julius Caesar. Even popes baptized John have changed name,
beginning with Silvester III (1045) and Gregory VI (1045—6). There has still been no
Peter II (cf. *3 Nov., under Malachy O’More).

Expeditus, patron of merchants, navigators, and prompt solutions. His existence (as a
fourth-century Armenian martyr) is extremely doubtful; in some sources his name
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is given as Elpidius. His cult appears very late, in seventeenth-century Germany;
nevertheless Prince Chatles d’Orléans, duc de Nemours, born on this day in 1905,
was baptized Charles-Philippe-Emmanuel-Ferdinand-Louis-Gérard-Joseph-Marie-
Ghislain-Baudouin-Chrétien-Raphaél-Antoine-Expédit-Henri. There is, alas, no truth
in the story that he was invented when a packing-case containing a corpo santo was sent
from the catacombs of Rome to a community of nuns in Paris, with the date of its dis-
patch next to the word spedito, ‘sent’; the recipients, mistaking this for the name of the
martyr whose relics were enclosed, translated it into Latin and expeditiously propagated
his cult. Nevertheless, such things are not unknown. Pope Urban VIII once received a
request from Spanish churchmen to enhance the liturgical rank of St Viar. His Holi-
ness, never having heard of him, asked who he was and what proofs existed of his sanc-
tity. In reply the Spaniards sent a fragment of ancient stonework, inscribed S. VIAR;
but alas! The experts in Roman inscriptions reported that it came from a tombstone
commemorating a commissioner of roads (viarum).

Fatriots Day (Massachusetts, Maine), commemorating Paul Revere’s arrival at Lexington
in 17775 to announce that the Regulars were coming out against the Whigs (after Inde-
pendence anachronistically misreported as “The British are coming”); in Wayland, Mass.,
a great bell made by him is rung every year.

Hymn:
Sung at the Completion of the Concord Monument
April 19, 1836
By the rude bridge that arched the flood,
Their flag to April's breeze unfurled,

Here once the embattled farmers stood,

And fired the shot heard round the world.
The foe long since in silence slept;

Alike the conqueror silent sleeps;
And Time the ruined bridge has swept

Down the dark stream which seaward creeps.
On this green bank, by this soft stream,

We set to-day a votive stone;
That memory may their deed redeem,

When, like our sires, our sons are gone.

Spitit, that made those heroes dare

To die, or leave their children free,
Bid Time and Nature gently spare

The shaft we raise to them and thee.

Ralph Waldo Emetson (1803-82)

In the 1990s this day was adopted by extreme right-wingers in America to justify resist-
ance to Federal authority, after a building in Waco, Tex., occupied by an armed religious
sect had been stormed with considerable loss of life on 19 April 1993; two years later a
government building in Oklahoma City was bombed.
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Primrose Day, commemorating the death of Benjamin Disraeli, British Prime Minister in
1868 and 187480, in 1876 created 1st Earl of Beaconsfield, on 19 April 1881.

Yet there is no evidence that primroses played any important part in either the public or the pti-
vate life of Lord Beaconsfield. Nor does he appear to have had any fondness for them. . .. The
Pall Mall Gazerte in the days when it was a liberal organ made public the following explanation of
the anomaly: ‘Apropos of Primrose Day and the very uncomplimentary allusions in Lord Bea-
consfield’s books to that flower, it may be worth while to recount the origin of the myth. When
Lord Beaconsfield was buried, the queen sent a wreath of primtoses, and wrote, on a card at-
tached to the wreath, “His favorite flower” Her majesty referred, of course, to the late Prince
Consort; but her words were misunderstood to mean that the primrose was Lord Beaconsfield’s
favorite flower. Hence the newspaper allusions to “the flower he loved so well”, and the annual
celebration of Primrose Day. The explanation of the myth has long been current among Lord
Beaconsfield’s colleagues, but for obvious reasons they did not care to make it public’

W. S. Walsh, 823

®

20 APRIL
a.d. XII Kalendas Maias E

€ HOLY DAYS Beuno (RC Wales)

Beuno (6th c.), abbot in North Wales. Numerous dedications attest to his popularity,
which was long-lasting; as late as 1770 sick children were bathed in his well and left at
night by his tomb. He was said to have raised seven persons from the dead, including
his niece Gwenffrewi (Winifred; see *3 Nov.), and to have planted in his father’s grave
an acorn from which grew a mighty oak; any Englishman who passed between trunk
and branch died, but Welshmen could do so unharmed. Thomas Pennant described the
chapel of St Beuno, adjoining the church at Clynnog Fawr, in 1781:

The chapel was probably built after that traveller [John Leland] had visited the place, in the room
of the old church, which might have fallen to ruin. In the midst is the tomb of the saint, plain,
and altar-shaped. Votaries were wont to have great faith in him, and did not doubt but that by
means of a night's lodging on his tomb, a cure would be found for all diseases. It was customary
to cover it with rushes, and leave on it till morning sick children, after making them first undergo
ablution in the neighboring holy well; and I myself once saw on it a feather bed, on which a poor
patalytic from Meirionyddshire had lain the whole night, after undergoing the same ceremony. . . .
At present there are, I believe, no sort of revenues to keep this venerable pile from falling to
ruin, The offerings of calves and lambs, which happen to be born with the N6d Beuno, ot mark
of St. Beuno, a certain natural mark in the ear, have not entirely ceased. They are brought to the
church on Trinity Sunday, the anniversary of the Saint, and delivered to the churchwardens; who
sell and account for them, and put it into a great chest, called Cyff Si. Beino, made of one piece
of oak, secured with three locks. From this the Welsh have a proverb for attempting any very diffi-
cult thing, “You may as well try to break up St. Beuno's chest. The little money resulting from the
sacred beasts, or casual offerings, is either applied to the relief of the poot, or in aid of repairs.

Pennant, Snowdon, 209, 210—11



164 20 APRIL

Agnes of Montepulciano (1268—1317), Dominican nun and prior of a convent built for her in
Montepulciano. She had a precocious career: entering the convent as a g-year-old, she
was elected abbess of a convent in Procena at the age of 15, with papal dispensation.
‘When her fame spread, the citizens of Montepulciano built a new convent for her, dis-
placing some houses of ill repute.

ATudor chronicle records the high point in the fortunes of Anne Boleyn:

Allso the same day (20 April 1534) all the craftes in London were called to their halls, and there
were sworne on a booke to be true to Queene Anne and to beleeve and take her for lawfull wife
of the Kinge and rightfull Queene of Englande, and uttetlie to thincke the Ladie Marie, daugh-
ter to the Kinge by Queene Katherin, but as a bastarde, and thus to do without any scrupulos-
itie of conscience; allso all the curates and priestes in London and thoroweout England were
allso sworne before the Lord of Canterburie and other Bishopps; and allso all countties in Eng-
lande were sworne in lykewise, everie man in the shires and townes were they dwelled.

This yeare the Bishop of Rochester and Sir Thomas More, sometyme Chauncellor of Eng-
lande, were put into the Tower of London for misprisonne, and there to remayne at the Kinges
pleasure, but all the Bishopp of Rochesters goodes and bishopricke were taken into the Kings
handes. Allso diverse priestes, religiouse men, and laymen, were sett in prison in the Tower of
London becausse they would not be sworne. Wriothesley, 24—

The Thursday falling within the seven days from this day to the 26th, corresponding to
o—15 April OS before 1700, is kept in Iceland as the first day of summer; see II: *Other
Calendars: Icelandic.
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a.d. XI Kalendas Maias F

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Brazil: Tiradentes Day (Joaquim José de Silva
Xavier, a dentist; conspirator in revolt against Portugal, 1789) (national holiday)
USA, Texas: San Jacinto Day (commemorating Battle of San Jacinto; independence
from Mexico, 1836)

HM Queen Elizabeth Il born 1926; red-letter day; the Union flag is flown

( ANCIENT ROME DParilia: festival of Pales, the goddess (some said god) of shepherds,
traditionally the day on which Rome was founded (but see *4 Oct.); the year was much
disputed (see II: *Roman Calendar). The festival, in Christian times discreetly renamed
Utbs Aeterna, was celebrated with such enthusiasm that the Roman Church insisted on
keeping Easter no later than this day, lest pagan merriment during Lent—culminating
in attempts by well-refreshed revellers to leap over burning heaps of hay—should
offend, or tempt, the fasting faithful; this rule, which bad no point outside Rome, was
of paramount importance to the popes until Leo the Great was compelled to give way
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before the intellectual and (it claimed) canonical authority of Alexandria (see II: *The
Date of Easter).

€ HOLY DAYS Anselm (CY, RC); Januarius (Orth.; see *19 Sept.)

Anselm (1033-1109), Benedictine monk, prior and abbot of Bec in Normandy and arch-
bishop of Canterbury. The pupil of Lanfranc (*28 May) and his successor both as prior
and as archbishop, he was as much his inferior in administrative skill as his superior in
power of thought; one of the most remarkable theologians in history, he propounded
the ontological argument for the existence of God and overthrew the traditional view of
the Redemption as the buying-out of the Devil's rights over man. He was long credited,
although falsely, with giving respectability to the doctrine of the Immaculate Concep-
tion (see *8 Dec.). As archbishop he was in frequent conflict with Kings William II
(1087-1100) and Henry Il (1100—35); matters were made worse in 1099 when, attending
a Vatican council, he learnt of the papal decrees against lay investiture, which thereafter
he insisted on observing to the letter. His more constructive achievement was to relax

the hostility of his predecessor towards the Anglo-Saxon Church (see *1g9 Apr., *8 Dec.).

®
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a.d. X Kalendas Maias G

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES USA: Earth Day, instituted 1970
USA, Delaware and Nebraska: Arbor Day (first observance, in Nebraska, 10 Apr.
1872)
USA, Oklahoma: Oklahoma Day (opening of Oklahoma Territory for settlement,
1889)

{ HOLY DAYS

Theodore of Sykeon (d. 613), monk and bishop of Anastasiopolis in Galati. Owing to a very
full contemporary biography, Theodore’s life emerges in colourful detail. He was the
son of a circus acrobat and an innkeeper, who was also a prostitute; his mother, caring
deeply about his future, was dissuaded from sending him to the emperor through an ap-
parition of St George, who also intervened when the mother punished the boy for de-
voutness, which Theodore learnt from the inn's new cook. A teenage hermit, rescued on
the point of collapse, he became a priest, making a pilgrimage to Jerusalem. Returning
home to his now devout family, he sought ever more spectacular cells: first a wooden
cage, in which he spent the time from Christmas to Palm Sunday, then an iron one sus-
pended above his cave. He dressed in iron breastplate, collar, and belt, with rings around
his feet and hands. Famed for his fasts, powers of healing, and clairvoyance, he eventu-
ally gathered enough disciples to found a monastery. When pressed to become bishop
of Anastasiopolis, he reluctantly accepted, but found administration tedious and wor-
ried about the morals of his monks. After ten years he resigned, becoming a monk
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again. Invited to the emperor’s court, he gained the right of monasteries to be sanctu-
aries, with abbots appointed by the patriarch. He cured the emperor’s son and per-
formed many other miracles. Among his other talents were those of physician and
marriage-guidance counsellor. He is therefore the patron of unhappily married
couples—at least those who wish to be reconciled.

®
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a.d. IX Kalendas Maias A

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Bermuda: Peppercorn Day (commemorating the
payment of one peppercorn to the Governor for the rental of the Old State
House by the Masonic Lodge, 1816)

England: St George’s Day

Germany: Biertag celebrated by beer-drinkers to commemorate the purity ordinance
(Reinbeitsgebot) issued by Duke Albrecht IV of Bavaria in 1516, regulating the ingre-
dients permitted in brewing to malt, hops, yeast, and water

€ ANCIENT ROME This was the Vinalia, which despite its name, indicating a wine fes-
tival, was dedicated not to Liber Pater (see *17 Mar.) but to Jupiter, to whom the first
draught of the wine stored the previous autumn was poured as a libation. It was also
the day, in 181 Bc, on which a temple was dedicated outside the Colline Gate at Rome
to Venus Erycina, the Venus (or rather the Phoenician goddess of love, Astarte) served
by sacred prostitutes on Monte San Giuliano in Sicily; in consequence, prostitutes kept
a festival in honour of Venus, whom they would present with myrtle (which was sacred
to her) and mint, and chains of rushes covered with roses.

¢ HOLY DAYS George (CofE; RC)

Grorge is the patron of England; very little is known of him, and his very existence is
often doubted. Although the early life of the saint was condemned as the work of
heretics (see *16 June), it is possible that he was martyred in the early fourth century;
there is no evidence for the identification made famous (but not invented) by Gibbon
with George ‘of Cappadocia’, a fuller’s boy from Epiphaneia in Cilicia who rose to be
a dishonest bacon-supplier to the Roman army before being appointed bishop of
Alexandria by the emperor Constantius in 357, where he governed tyrannically with the
help of imperial troops before being lynched on 24 December 361 when Constantius’
death became known in the city.

George was not widely venerated till the sixth century, but since then his cult has
spread in both East and West, as a military saint and a martyr. When, during the First
Crusade, the Christians defeated a Turkish attempt to recapture Antioch (cf. *15 Mar.),

they were encouraged in the pursuit by a vision of SS George, Mercurius (see *25 Nov.),
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and Demetrius (see *26 Oct.); in the Third Crusade, Richard I placed his army under
George’s protection; Edward III, who instituted the Order of the Garter under his pat-
ronage (1348), may be thought to have made him patron saint of England in preference
to Edward the Confessor; he was invoked in this capacity by Henry V after the victory
at Agincourt in 1415. In that same year, his feast, made a lesser holiday by the Synod of
Oxford in 1222, was raised to one of the principal feasts by Archbishop Chichele. A
story that he visited England from the west has caused the sea between South Wales and
Ireland to be called ‘St George’s Channel’.

St George is also patron of Catalonia, the Greek army, knights, archers, sufferers
from syphilis, boy scouts, and (owing to a pun on his Greek name) husbandmen. Many
cities and numerous churches are dedicated to him. He is best known, however, from
the story, first attested in the twelfth century, of his encounter with the dragon. A king
whose realm was plagued by a dragon with poisonous breath, having run out of the
daily pair of sheep that kept it at bay, had to resort to human sacrifices. On the day on
which the king’s daughter drew the lot, St George rode forth and speared the dragon,
collaring it with the maiden’s girdle and leading it tamely back. He promised to kill it
if the people agreed to convert; the dragon was dispatched and 15,000 men were bap-
tized. The scene is normally set at Lydda, near where Perseus, in the Greek myth, had
rescued Andromeda.

The first king of England to be called George was the Elector of Hanover, George
I; the next three kings all bore the name, as did two much-loved kings in the twentieth
century. In 1940 George VI instituted the George Cross, awarded for acts of the great-
est heroism or the most conspicuous courage in circumstances of extreme danger; it is
primarily a civilian award, Service personnel being eligible only for actions not normally
rewarded with military honours. It is worn before all other decorations except the Vic-
toria Cross. The central medallion of the cross bears a design depicting St George and
the dragon. In 1942 the George Cross was awarded to the island of Malta for heroic re-
sistance to the Axis siege; it is represented on the Maltese flag.

The English have often been regarded, particularly by their fellow Britons, as
strangely lukewarm in their observation of their patron saint and his day; they cannot
be trusted to remember his day (much less wear a rose on it), and at sporting fixtures
they cause great offence in the other parts of the United Kingdom by waving not the
flag of St George, the red cross on a white background, but the all-British Union flag,
in which it is combined with the crosses of St Andrew and St Patrick. However, his em-
blem was much in evidence among English football supporters at the European Cup
finals of 1996 (and again in the World Cup finals of 1998); a few weeks later the Church
of England voted to include his day among the compulsory feasts. Yet it is still not a
civil red-letter day, though in England the Union flag is flown.

St George was not neglected in the late Middle Ages: numerous guilds were dedi-
cated to him and celebrated his feast-day as the great social event of the year, with ban-
quets and elaborate processions featuring St George and the dragon. This caused
embarrassment at the Reformation; moreover, the Order of the Garter, dedicated to
St George, could not be abolished. In 1538 Henry VIII ruled that, while George could
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be honoured as a person, he must not be worshipped, and all images were to be taken
down. But the celebration died slowly, even when the guilds were dissolved. John Bale,
in his preface to The Laboryeuse Journey and Serche of Jobn Leylande for Englandes Antiquitees, re-
grets the expense, which could more profitably be applied to public libraries:

O cyties of Englande, whose glory standeth more in bellye chere, than in the serche of wysdome
godlye. How cometh it, that neyther you, nor yet your ydell masmongers, haue regarded thys
most worthy commodyte of your contrey? I meane the conservacyon of your Antiquytees, and
of the worthy labours of your lerned men: I thynke the renowne of suche a notable acte, wolde
haue much longar endured, than of all your belly bankettes and table tryumphes, eyther yet of
your newely purchased hawles to kepe S. Georges feast in. Bale, sig. Cr—Cz

In 1548 the statutes concerning the celebration of St George’s Day by Knights of the
Garter were reformed. The Protestant boy king Edward V1 is said to have made fun of
the ceremonies even then, demanding “What saint is Saint George that we do here
honour him? To the marquess of Winchester’s reply, ‘St George mounted his charger,
out with his sword and ran the dragon through with his spear’, Edward returned, And
pray you my lords, and what did he with his sword the while?’ (Aets of the Privy Council,
ii. 186, quoted in Hutton, Stations, 216). Under Queen Mary the feast was restored, but
Queen Elizabeth abolished it again in 1567. From that time on, George and his dragon
were transferred to May Day festivities. By Shakespeare’s day, his image was more
familiar as a tavern sign:

BASTARD: Saint George that swinged the dragon, and ¢’er since
Sits on’s horseback at mine hostess’ door. King Jobn, 1. i. 288—g

Chatles II and James II both chose St George’s Day for their coronation; but cele-
brations died out when William and Mary came to the throne.

Part of the campaign to dissuade England from venerating its patron saint involved
casting doubt on his existence. In the eighteenth century a spoof version of his legend,
highly embroidered, has St George terrorize the dragon with the contents of

a little Box, coverd with Lace of Hungary made by St. Epiphanid's own Hands, the Mother of the
three Kings, which Box containd his Relicks. He first drew out Adam’s usual String of Beads, the
Cross whereof was made of Unicorn’s Horn, and the Beads of the Teeth of the Fish that swal-
lowd up Jonas. At the Sight of this holy Object the Dragon shook his Ears, and frothd at the
Mouth most violently: He even gave back several Steps, but soon resuming Courage, advancd
again: Then St. Grorge putting up his String of Beads, took out of his Box the Abridgment of the
Lives of the Saints, which the good A4bel always carryd about him in his Pocket, and the Pack of
Cards which the wicked Cuin carry'd in his. These he fastend to the End of his Lance, which was
the same wherewith the Valiant Don Quixot had a thousand Years before exterminated so many
Windmills; and these holy Relicks he shew'd to the Dragon: The Dragon, perceiving them, fell
down, as if a Thunderbolt had struck him; his Belly swelld, and contracting again made him
fetch a double Sigh, one before and t'other behind, which really smelt not a little unsavoury.

Misson de Valbourg (1719), n2—14

Not surprisingly, St George also turns up in the English colonies. A Puritan views
St George’s Day in New England with high suspicion:
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[Boston], Tuesday, Apt. 23 [1706].

Gorvr. comes to Town guarded by the Troops with their Swords drawn; dines at the Dragon, from
thence proceeds to the Townhouse, Illuminations at night. Capt. Pelbam tells me several wore
crosses in their Hats; which makes me resolve to stay at home; (though Maxwell was at my House
and spake to me to be at the Council-Chamber at 4. p.m.) Because to drinking Healths, now the
Keeping of a Day to fictitious St. Geotge, is plainly set on foot. It seems Capt. Dudley’s Men
wore Crosses. Somebody had fastend a cross to a Dog’s head; Capt. Dudley’s Boatswain seeing
him, struck the Dog, and then went into the shop, next where the Dog was, and struck down a
Carpenter, one Davis, as he was at work not thinking anything: Boatswain and the other with
him wete fined 10° each for breach of the peace, by Jer. Drummer Esqr: pretty much blood was
shed by means of this blody Cross, and the poor Dog a sufferer. Sewall, 5445

He was put to use as a political symbol by the partisans of another George; a Hessian
mercenary soldier during the Revolutionary War, Captain Jobann Ewald, noted in his
diary in 1778:
[May] 4th. The day before yesterday the Ameticans, like ourselves, celebrated Saint George’s Day,
except for the difference that they painted a picture on a board showing the King of England
kneeling on one knee with the latest compromise proposal in his hand. Next to him was the
figure of General Washington, standing upright with his sword in his hand, uttering the follow-
ing words to the King: ‘My dear King, if you wish to beg for something, bend your knee, then
let me speak’

It is astonishing that General Washington tolerates such disgraceful affairs in his army, be-

cause we assumed him to be of a very excellent character, and such things serve only to dishonor
him personally. Ewald, 128

In other countries and places under his patronage George has fared better. In
Albania, it is the name-day of the national hero George Castriota, known as Scander-
beg, who resisted the Ottomans in the fifteenth century: people picnic by springs, and
weigh themselves while holding sprigs. In Catalonia his cult, previously confined to the
upper classes, has become more popular (see below). In Greece, he is especially hon-
oured by shepherds: at Arachova, of which he is patron, his image is led in procession
round the town, after which there is a dance to pipes and tabors. It was formerly the
custom to cut off the water-supply till the old men, who led the dance and sang the ac-
companying ballad, reached the line: ‘Dragon, set free the water that the revellers may
drink!

On this day in 1616, by the Old Style used in England, William Shakespeare died, fifty-
two years less three days after his christening; on the same nominal day by the New
Style, but ten natural days earlier, Miguel de Cervantes y Saavedra, the author of Don
Quixote, died. In Catalonia it became the custom for women to celebrate his memory by
giving men books on this day in return for the red roses that men gave them in honour
of St George; in recent years the demarcation has been challenged. UNESCO has des-
ignated this day World Book and Copyright Day.

This day is marked in Worm’s calendar with a stallion, to be set to stud.
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24 APRIL
a.d. VIII Kalendas Maias B

€ HOLY DAYS Mellitus (CY commem.); Fidelis of Sigmaringen (RC)

Mellitus, sent in 601 to reinforce the English mission, was consecrated bishop of the East
Saxons by St Augustine of Canterbury; King Ethelbert of Kent built St Paul's in Lon-
don for him, but an anti-Christian reaction sent him scurrying back to Gaul, whence he
returned in 619 to become the third archbishop of Canterbury.

Fidelis of Sigmaringen (1577—1622), Franciscan friar and martyr, killed while preaching to
unsympathetic Zwinglian peasants in Switzerland.

Conversion of St Augustine of Hippo (see *28 Aug.), who was baptized on this day in
387.
Translation of St Wilfrid (see *12 Oct.).

Eghert, called by Bede ‘a most reverend and holy father and bishop’ who ‘lived his life in
great petfection of humility, gentleness, continence, simplicity, and justice’, while
studying in Ireland fell ill of the plague in 664 and vowed, among other manifestations
of penance, never to return to Britain; he strictly observed the Irish ‘threefold Lent’,
fasting for forty days before Easter, after Whitsun, and before Christmas. He conceived
the plan of evangelizing Germany, but learnt from a brother-monk’s visions, confirmed
by a storm when he attempted to set sail, that God wished him instead to reform
St Columba’s monasteries, which still kept their Celtic Easter and tonsure. In 716 he
arrived in Iona (which did not count as part of Britain), and persuaded the monks to
conform to Roman practice; he died at the age of go on Easter Day, 24 April 729, the
first time it had ever been kept on this day, rejoicing, so Bede tells us, that he had lived
to see the monks keeping Easter with him ‘on that day which they had always previously

avoided’, for the Celtic Easter could fall no later than the 23rd.

Birthday of Joseph Smith (1805), founder of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints (see also *6 Apr.).

On this day, called Vegadagen, in Sweden, the Anthropological and Geographical Society
(Sillskapet £6r antropologi och geografi) awards the Vega Medal for outstanding con-
tributions to geography, instituted in 1880 to celebrate the return on 24 April in that
year of the expedition led by Adolt Erik Nordenskisld, on the ship Vega, from the first
successtul navigation of the North-East Passage.

St Mark’s Eve. Fasting was observed on the days before major feasts; the twelfth-century
Parisian theologian Johannes Beleth states that it replaced vigils, where ‘girls and boys,
singers and gamblers’ spent the night in church, leading to drunkenness and other dis-
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orders. Perhaps related to the lightheadedness caused by fasting, many superstitions
have become attached to the eves of feasts, particularly concerning divination of the
future, whether the foreknowledge of one’s future husband or of those who will die
during the year. St Mark’s Eve is particularly associated with the latter, and the day itself
was considered an unlucky day (see *25 Apr.).

On St. Mark’s Eve, at Twelve o’Clodk,
The Fair Maid she will watch her Smock;
To find her Husband in the Dark,

By praying unto good St. Mark.

Poor Robin (1770)

“Tis now’, replied the village Belle,
‘St. Mark’s mysterious Eve;
And all that old traditions tell
I tremblingly believe:—

‘How, when the midnight signal tolls,
Along the churchyard green

A mournful train of sentenced souls
In winding-sheets are seen.

“The ghosts of all whom DEATH shall doom
Within the coming year,

In pale procession walk the gloom,
Amid the silence drear.

James Montgomery (1771—1854.), “The Vigil of St Mark’

In some places it was said that if the watcher falls asleep during his vigil, he will die
himself during the year.

®
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( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Australia, New Zealand, Samoa, Tonga:
ANZAC Day (see below)
Italy: Liberation Day (1945)
Portugal: Revolution Day (1974)

€ ANCIENT ROME On this day was held the ceremony for keeping rust off crops, the
Robigalia; the participants, clad in white, went in procession to the grove of the god
Robigus (according to others the goddess Robigo), where the entrails of a puppy and
a sheep were burnt. It was also the festival day of boy prostitutes (pueri lenonit).

€ HOLY DAYS Mark the Evangelist (CofE, RC)
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Mark the Evangelist. Companion of Peter and Paul, he preached at Cyprus and was with
Paul in Rome, where his Gospel may have been written. Tradition places him as bishop
of Alexandria; the Christians of Alexandria appropriated him to replace the Graeco-
Egyptian divinity Serapis worshipped on 30 Pharmouthi (the corresponding day in the
Egyptian calendar). His body was stolen thence in the ninth century and brought to
Venice, whose patron saint he became (translation feast formerly 31 Jan.). The mosaics
in St Mark’s, dating from the twelfth and thirteenth centuties, record many aspects of
his life. Patron of Egypt, Venice, notaries and secretaries, and Spanish cattle-breeders
(declared by Pius XII in 1951, confirming a long-standing devotion of unexplained
origin), his symbol, taken from Ezek. 1: 10, is the lion. Red-letter day.

From dreadfull unprovided death, doth Marke deliver his,
‘Who of more force than death himselfe, and more of value is.

Naogeorgus, 39

Greater Litanies. "The Church appropriated the day of Robigalia for litanies, which were
given their classic form by Gregory the Great, a sevenfold procession converging on
S. Maria Maggiore; these were known as the Greater Litanies, in contrast to the Lesser
Litanies of Rogationtide (see *Western Church Year). They were suppressed in 1969.

Since the Greater Litanies were penitential in nature, St Mark’s Day was a fast-day,
called ‘Black Crosses” because men wore black and altars and crosses were draped in
black. Legend has it that when Becket arrived in Rome on St Mark’s Day, all the fish-
shops were sold out; he therefore ate a roast capon, and gave his servants boiled meat.
The cardinal sent to welcome Becket reported this fact to the Pope, who sent another
cardinal to corroborate; the latter took the leg of the capon back with him, but when
he produced the evidence it had turned into a carp. When Becket himself came for audi-
ence, the Pope asked him what he had eaten; he replied that he had eaten flesh because
he could find no fish. Perceiving that a miracle had taken place, the Pope gave licence to
everyone in the diocese of Canterbury to eat meat on St Mark’s Day.

Although the proper day for baptism was the Sunday or major feast next after the
child’s birth, Shakespeare was baptized on Wednesday, 26 April 1564; presumably he was
too sickly for his parents to risk awaiting the next Sunday, but Mark’s day was avoided
because of its ill luck. On the other hand, in times of danger the Greater Litanies could
rally spirits. The ‘bourgeois of Paris’ describes the events in Paris on this day in 1429, at
a time when the city’s food supplies were constantly diverted to support the Anglo-
Burgundian army besieging Orléans (the siege famously raised by Joan of Arc):

The grey friar mentioned earlier preached on St. Mark’s day at Boulogne-la-Petite and there were
great crowds there, as is said above. Indeed, when they came away from the sermon that day, the
people of Paris were so moved and so stirred up to devotion that in less than three or four hours’
time you would have seen over a hundred fires alight in which men were burning chess and
backgammon boards, dice, cards, balls and sticks, mirelis, and every kind of covetous game that
can give rise to anger and swearing. The women, too, this day and the next, burned in public all
their fine headgear—the rolls and stufling, the pieces of leather or whalebone that they used to
stiffen their headdresses or make them fold forwards. Noblewomen left off their horns, their
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trains, and many of their vanities. Indeed, the ten sermons he preached in Paris and one at
Boulogne did more to turn people towards piety than all the preachers who had preached in Paris
for the past hundred years. Bourgeois, 231

St Mark’s Day in Venice in 1730 as observed by a German visitor:

The Festival of St. Mark is always celebrated with very great Solemnity. On the Day preceding,
the Doge accompanyd by the Ambassadors repairs with a great Train to St. Mark's Church, where
he assists at the Vespers. Next Day the Confraternities, who are nine in number, meet in the
Ducal Palace, accompany the Doge to Church in Procession, and are present at High Mass. After
this the Doge returns to his Palace, and the Brothethoods go round the Square. Each Society has
magnificent Images, and two Canopies richly embroiderd with Gold and Silver; whose Poles or
Supportets are of solid Silver. The Procession is closd by a Man dressd in a Gown of red
Damask, carrying a Pole with a moving Wheel at the end of it; which setves to support a gilt
Lion surrounded with Laurel Branches, and little Standards of divers Colours. The Lion turns
round incessantly, and the Man who carries it makes him leap, and play a hundred Gambols: He
is surrounded with a Multitude of People, who cry out, God bless St. Mark. This Sight, how
ridiculous soevet, is nevertheless amusing, draws abundance of the Nobility to the Square, and
on that Day every body is mask'd. After the Procession is over, the Maskers go to see the Doge’s
Table, who entertains the Ambassadors and the Senate at Dinner, on a Table in form of a Horse-
shoe; which is extravagantly adorn'd with Kickshaws, and Machines made of Starch, which are
here calld Triumphs. Nothing of the kind can be better executed, or more magnificent. As there
is a great Apprehension of a Croud, all the Maskers are turnid away at Dinner-time. They keep
on their Masks all day long; and after Dinner all the Nobility, or to speak more properly, the
whole City of Venice appears mask'd upon the Square of St. Mark; and indeed, for one who never
saw it before, tis a remarkable fine Shew. What surprizd me, and if I may say it, made me laugh,
was to see all the Maskers fall on their Knees at the Sound of the Angelus; you wou'd swear every
body was in Rapture, yet every thing that goes before and that follows the Stroke of the Bell is
not the most devout. Pollnitz, i. 401—2

Quite a different celebration took place on St Mark’s Day in Alnwick:

The manner of making freemen of Alnwick common . . . is not less singular than ridiculous. The
persons that are to be made free, or, as the phrase is, that are to leap the well, assemble in the
market-place very eatly in the morning, on the 25th of April, being St Mark's day. They are on
horseback, with every man his sword by his side, dressed in white with white night-caps, and at-
tended by the four chamberlains and the castle bailiffe, who are also mounted and armed in the
same mannet. From the market-place they proceed in great order, with music playing before
them, to a large dirty pool, called the Freemen’s Well, on. the confines of the common. Here they
draw up in a body at some distance from the watet, and then all at once rush into it, like a herd
of swine, and scramble thro’ the mud as fast as they can. As the water is generally breast high and
very foul, they come out in a condition not much better than the heroes of the Dunciad, after
diving in Fleei-ditch; but dry cloathes being ready for them on the other side, they put them on
with all possible expedition, and then taking a dram, remount their hotses, and ride full gallop
round the whole confines of the district, of which, by this atchieverent, they are become free.
And, after having completed this circuit, they again enter the town sword in hand, and are gen-
erally met by women dressed up with ribbons, bells, and garlands of gum-flowers, who welcome
them with dancing and singing, and are called timber-wits (perhaps a corruption of timbrel-waits,
players on timbrels, waits being an old word for those who play on musical Instruments in the
streets). The heroes then proceed in a body till they come to the house of one of their company,
wherte they leave him, having first drank another dram; the remaining number proceed to the

house of the second, with the same ceremony, and so of the rest, till the last is left to go home
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by himself. The houses of the new freemen are on this day distinguished by a great holly-bush,
which is planted in the street before them, as a signal for their friends to assemble and make
metry with them at their return. This strange ceremony is said to have been instituted by King
Jobn, in memory of his having once bogged his hotse in this pool, called Freemen’s well

Gentleman’s Magazine, 26 (1756), 73—4

This is the latest possible date for Easter, often marked in calendars as ultimum Pascha,
‘the last Easter’; the phrase was dramatically reinterpreted in a prophecy sometimes
wrongly ascribed to Nostradamus as meaning the last Easter there would ever be:
‘When Geotge [23 Apt.] shall crucify God [on Good Friday], and Mark [25 Apr.] shall
resurrect Him [on Easter Day], and St John [24 June] shall carry him [in the Corpus
Christi procession], the end of the world shall come. Another version replaces Good
Friday with Whitsun on St Antony of Padua’s day (13 June); in 1733 Jacobites revised
this to foretell the restoration of King James I, but although the case arose by the
Gregorian calendar of France in 1734 and by the Julian calendar of Great Britain in 1736,
the Pretender still remained without a throne.

ANZAC Day (Australia and New Zealand), commemorating the landing by the Aus-
tralian and New Zealand Army Corps at Gallipoli (now Gelibolu) in 1915; it was given
liturgical recognition by local Roman Catholics, so that St Mark was shunted to the
26th. This was the two countries’ first significant experience (despite a presence in the
Boer War) of Imperial warfare; it is celebrated especially by ex-servicemen with much
eating and drinking; the police overlook games of two-up or ‘swy’, in which two coins
are tossed—the fairest gambling game in the world if played under laboratory condi-

tions.

®

26 APRIL
a.d. VI Kalendas Maias D

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Tanzania: Union Day (between Tanzania, Zanzi-
bar, and Pemba, 1964) (national day)
USA, Florida and Georgia: Confederate Memorial Day

¢ HOLY DAYS

Marcellinus, bishop of Rome 296—304, was accused of complying with Diocletian’s order
to surrender copies of the Scriptures and worship pagan gods; as a result, for two cen-
turies his name was omitted from the list of popes. He was rehabilitated through wholly
unfounded legends of repentance and martyrdom, which caused him to be regarded as
a saint.

Puschasius Radbertus (¢.790—¢.860), abbot of Corbie, said to have been brought up as a
foundling by the nuns of Notre-Dame at Soissons. He became a learned and prolific
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writer; his works include scriptural commentaries, saints’ lives, and a treatise on the
body and blood of Christ that aroused criticism by its emphasis on the Real Presence.

The election of the Doge of the Nicolotti, the Venetian fishermen, described by a Ger-
man visitor in 1730:

The Day after St. Mark's we had another publick Shew, and by consequence a fresh occasion for
the Venetians to masquerade it. That was the Election which the Fishermen, who are here call'd the
Nicolotti, made of a Chief, who bears the Title of the Doge of the Nicolotti. Their Choice fell this
Bout upon a Gondolier belonging to the noble Giustiniani. After the Election he was conducted
to an Audience of the Doge of Venice, dress'd in a Robe of red Sattin, and otherwise accoutred
like a Jackpudding. He was preceded by a great Mob of Pipers, Hautboys, and Fishermen. Just
before him was carryd a red Flag, with the Efﬁgies of St. Mark. The Doge receivd him sitting on
his Throne, and attended by the Council. The Complement of the Doge of the Fishermen was
made with great Gravity, and answerd by the Doge of the Republick in few Words; which done,
he returnd in the same Order that he came. This sham Doge has authority over all the Fisher-
men, is their Judge, gives them Licence to fish, and takes care that the City be well supplied with
that sort of Provision. Pollnitz, i. 4023

In 1829 Easter was kept on this day in Finland, even though it was outside the normal
limit, because the 1gth, the astronomical (and also Gregorian) date, coincided with the
second day of Passover. See also *28 April.

This was the extra day added to April under Julius Caesar’s reform, in order to avoid
disrupting the Floralia (see *28 Apr.); in the other expanded months the addition day
or days immediately preceded the Kalends (see II: *Roman Calendar).

@
27 APRIL

a.d. V Kalendas Maias E

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Sierra Leone: Independence Day (from Great
Britain, 1961)
South Africa: Freedom Day (national day)
Yugoslavia: National Day (formation of Yugoslav federation in 1992, consisting of
Serbia and Montenegro)

¢ HOLY DAYS Formerly Peter Canisius (see *21 Dec.)

Zita (Sitha, Citha) (1218—72), serving-maid of Lucca. A devout Christian, known for her
charitable deeds, her popular cult spread as far as England. She was a servant of the
Fatinelli family from the age of 12, maltreated till they recognized her sanctity; she had
the exasperating habit of giving away her mastet’s food, and even in one story his fur
coat, to a shivering beggar one Christmas Eve in the church of San Frediano who re-
turned it not (as promised) to her after mass, but to her master just before dinner,
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immediately vanishing. (Was the story inspired by the similarity of Frediano to freddo,
‘cold’?) During one of her ecstasies, angels baked her bread, whence she became the pat-
ron saint of bakers besides housewives and servants. She is also invoked by those who
have lost their keys. She was not officially canonized until 1696, but public opinion had
made her a saint ever since her death; Dante (Inferno, 21. 38) makes a devil call a Lucca
city councillor ‘one of St Zita’s elders’ (un delli anzian di santa Zita). Her body is kept at
San Frediano and displayed on this day, guarded by two arquebusiers and presented with

narcissi.

®
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a.d. IV Kalendas Maias F

€ ANCIENT ROME This day (but before 45 BC the 277th in a 29-day April) was the first
day of Floralia, which lasted till 3 May, honouring the goddess Flora. It was marked by
licentious festivities, in which naked prostitutes took the part of gladiators; the younger
Cato is reported to have walked out, having gone there in order to be shocked. Hares
and goats were let loose, since Venus was patroness of cultivated nature, not of wild;
various small vegetables were scattered as fertility tokens amongst the crowds in their
colourful clothes. The shows continued by night under generous torchlight.

€ HOLY DAYs Pierre-Marie-Louis Chanel (RC; CY commem.); formerly St Paul of
the Cross (see *19 Oct.)

Pierre-Marie-Louis Chanel (1803—41), priest and martyr. A missionary on the Fijian island
of Futuna, he was executed by command of a chieftain whose son he had converted;
soon afterwards the entire island became a bastion of the Roman Church.

In 1867 the Finns abandoned their astronomical Easter with Passover postponement,
which would have taken Easter to this day because the 21st coincided with the second
day of Passover (see II: *The Date of Easter: Astronomical Easter).

@
29 APRIL

a.d. IT1 Kalendas Maias G
( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Japan: Greenery Day

¢ HoOLY DAYS Catherine of Siena (CY, RC)
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Catherine of Siena (c.1347—80), virgin. The twenty-fifth child of a wool-dyer, Caterina Ben-
incasa practised prayer and penance from an early age, later becoming a Dominican ter-
tiary; her reputation for holiness attracted clerical and lay followers called caterinati. She
petsuaded Pope Gregory XI in 1376 to leave Avignon for Rome (he soon regretted it),
and rallied Italian support for his successor, Urban VI, against whom the French cardi-
nals, disgusted at his despotic insolence, had set up a rival pope at Avignon, Clement
VIL Her writings, including nearly 400 letters, were exalted by a fellow Sienese in the
eighteenth century as models of pure Tuscan. She died on 29 April 1380, and was buried
at Rome in Santa Maria sopra Minerva (though San Domenico at Siena has her head).
Pius II canonized her in 1461, assigning her feast, since she had died on St Peter Mar-
tyr’s day (see below), to the first Sunday in May; in 1630 Urban VIII transferred it to 30
April, but the current RC calendar puts her on the 29th. She is patron saint of Siena
and Italy, and also of Italian nurses; in 1970 she was declared a Doctor of the Church.
In art, as the mystic bride of Christ, she is distinguished from Catherine of Alexandria
by her hood and veil. Dominicans represented her with the stigmata until in 1475 the
Franciscan pope Sixtus IV forbade their portrayal on any saint but Francis, a restriction
lifted by Urban VIII provided that they took the form of light and not blood.

Peter Martyr (c1205—52), the first martyr of the Dominican Order, into which, while a
student in Bologna, he had been received by St Dominic. Highly successful in preach-
ing, he was made Dominican inquisitor into the Cathar heretics of Lombardy, against
whom he had considerable success until in 1252 they waylaid and murdered him on the
road between Como and Milan; he was canonized the following year. He is commonly
depicted with a knife slicing through his head.

In medieval English calendars, the date of Noah’s departure from the Ark; see also
*6 May.

@
30 APRIL

pridie Kalendas Maias A

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES Finland: May Day Eve
Germany and Scandinavian countries: Walpurgis Night
Mexico: Childrens Day
Netherlands: Queen’s Day (Koninginnedag), marking accession of Queen Beatrix,
1980
USA, Louisiana: Admission Day (18th state, 1812)

€ HoLY DAYS PiusV (RC); James brother of St John the Divine (Orth.; see *25 July);
formerly Catherine of Siena (see *29 Apr.)
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Pius V (1504—72), Dominican friar, appointed inquisitor-general in 1558, bishop succes-
sively of Nepi and Sutri (1556) and Mondovi (1560). Elected pope in 1565, he devoted
himself to putting into effect the decrees of the Council of Trent, publishing the
Roman catechism and the revised breviary and missal. Stern and devout, he imposed
moral reform on the city of Rome (outlawing prostitution and bullfighting), purged the
curia, and through the Inquisition strove to stamp out heresy in Italy and Spain. His
excommunication of Queen Elizabeth I in 1570, far from recovering England for the
papacy, led to official persecution of Catholics and alienated even Catholic sovereigns
already offended by his resistance to state control of the Church. His greatest achieve-
ment was the formation of the Holy League, whose combined papal, Spanish, and
Venetian fleet decisively defeated the Turkish navy at Lepanto in 1571 (see *7 Oct.).
Feast-day formerly 5 May.

May Eve or Walpurgisnacht. The night of 30 April-1 May is called Walpurpisnacht in Germanic
lands as being the eve of the translation of St Walburg (see *25 Feb.); but it owes its
fame not to her, but to the folk belief that on this night witches flew from all quarters
on broomsticks and billygoats to hold their sabbat, eat, drink, dance, etc., the Devil
being their lord and leader, until the Queen of the May appeared at midnight to mark
the driving away of winter. Although several places laid claim to the honour of hosting
the Hexensabbat, the North German account, making the venue the Blocksberg or
Brocken in the Harzgebirge, has become canonical; this range is as rich in supernatural
stories as it is in minerals. A seventeenth-century source added to the company ‘exalted
persons, emperors, princes, barons, nobles, and the like ... also learned and famous
doctors [i.e. scholars]’; such tolk duly appear alongside the witches in Part I of Goethe’s
Faust, in which Faust and Mephistopheles, guided by a will-o’-the-wisp, visit the
Harzgebirge on this night and watch a playlet called Walpugisnachtstraum, oder Oberons
und Titanias goldene Hochzeit (A Walpurgis Night's Dream, or the Golden Wedding of
Oberon and Titania"); when they return in Part II, Act II to a Klassische Walpurgisnacht,
Mephistopheles, amidst several adventures that perplex him, finds classical nudity ‘too
lively’.

Fancy-dress festivals on the witch theme are held in several places, but the night was
also marked with other revelries, not always approved of by authority: the Deutsches
Werterbuch begun by the Brothers Grimm quotes an Altenburg city ordinance of 16 Feb-
ruary 1837:

Es ist wahrzunehmen gewesen, dafl gewthnlich in der Walpurgisnacht vom 30. April zum 1. Mai
ein polizeiwidriger und feuergefihrlicher Unfug getrieben wetrde, indem auf dem Lande ...
vorziiglich durch das Gesinde . . . Feuer angeziindet und mit brennenden Besen herumgelaufen
wetde, dabei unniitzer Lirmen zur Beunruhigung des Publicums gemacht und von Erwachsenen
und Kindern aus Muthwillen Excesse aller Art begangen werden.

It has come to our attention that commonly on Walpurgis Night, from 30 April to 1 May, mis-
chief is practised contrary to police regulation and constituting a fire-hazard, inasmuch as in the
countryside ... farmhands in particular light fires and run around with burning brooms,
creating unnecessary din to the disturbance of the public, and adults and children wantonly
commit excesses of every kind.
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In Sweden this night is valborgsmiissoafton; songs are sung round bonfires (often amid
falling snow) to celebrate the arrival of spring, with such texts as Skina maj, vilkommen hit
till oss igen (‘Lovely May, welcome hither to us again’) and Vintern rasat ut (“Winter has lost
its force”). But even in countries where Walpurgis’ name is unknown, the association
with witches is strong.

Superstitions to keep away fairies and witches
The common people formetly gathered the Leaves of Elder upon the last day of Aprill, which to
disappoint the Charmes of Witches, they had affixed to their Doores and Windowes.

Coles (1656), 66—

May Eve, Saturday [1870]

This evening being May Eve I ought to have put some birch and wittan (mountain ash) over the
door to keep out the ‘old witch’. But I was too lazy to go out and get it. Let us hope the old witch
will not come in during the night. The young witches are welcome. Kilvert, 1. ug—20

Divinations on May Eve in Ireland

If a young woman wishes to know who is to be her future spouse, she goes, late on May Eve, to
a black sally-tree, and plucks therefrom nine sprigs, the last of which she throws over her right
shoulder, and puts the remaining eight into the foot of her right stocking. She then, onher knees,
reads the third verse of the r7th chapter of Job; and on going to bed she places the stocking, with
its contents, under her head. These rites duly performed, and her faith being strong, she will, in
a dream during the night, be treated to a sight of her future husband.  'W. R. Wilde, 53 (1852)

In the Authorized Version Job 17: 3 reads ‘Lay down now, put me in a surety with thee;
who is he that will strike hands with me?, which might out of context be understood
of the wedding handfast; the Vulgate has ‘Libera me Domine et pone me iuxta te, et
cuiusvis manus pugnet contrame’ (‘Deliver me, O Lord, and set me beside thee, and let
any man's hand fight against me”), which seems more appropriate for a boxing challenge.

May Eve in Callan, Ireland, 1828

May Eve . .. I hear the cuckoo on my right. Of coutse it does not matter on which side it is
heard. I see the first butterfly to-day. I hear that young lads had along with them to-day two
golden May balls which they had got from two couples married last Shrovetide. They are wont
to have a May bush on top of a short stick or long cudgel, the golden ball in the middle of it,
and themselves and young women dancing round it. A wisp is lighted on each side of a gap, and
cattle are driven through the fires. This is an old custom, from the time of the [false] gods, which
was likewise practised by the druids: every fire in Ireland was extinguished on Hallow E’en, and
to light fire of earth by fire from heaven (as they used to say), and to give this sacred fire to the
people. But St. Patrick ordered [his followers] to light the fire on Hallow E'en; that is the day on
which the druids put it out, to show the people that there was no danger from a false god in their
not having his sacred fire, but only natural fire. O’Sullivan, 1. 257, 259
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As welcome as flowers in May.

Cold Maie and windie,
Barne filleth up finelie.

A hot May makes a fat churchyard.
He that would live for aye must eat sage in May.

If you would the doctor pay
leave your flannels off in May.

( NAMES FOR THE MONTH Latin Maius, French mai, Spanish mayo, Portuguese Maio,
Ttalian maggio, German Mai, Welsh Mai, Scots Gaelic an Ceitean, Irish Bealtaine

Maius is named after Maia, a goddess of growth (cf. maior, ‘bigger’, from magnus; see
*1 May); she is not the same deity as Maia, the mother of Hermes and one of the
Pleiades, though Romans, by spelling the latter Maiia or Maia instead of Maea, appear to
have equated them. The Scots Gaelic name is related to Old Irish céitemain, ‘beginning
(of summer)’, though one also finds «’ Mbdigh; for the modern Irish name, see *1 May.

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
Second Sunday
USA (and many other countries): Mother’s Day (proposed by Anna Jarvis of
Philadelphia, 1907)

Last Sunday
France: La Féte des Méres

First Monday
Japan: Constitution Day
Lesotho: King’s Birthday
UK: Bank Holiday

Third Monday

Cayman Islands: Discovery Day
Uruguay: Battle of Las Piedras (independence from Brazil, 1828)
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Fourth Monday
Belize: Commonwealth Day

Monday before 25 May
Canada: Victoria Day

Last Monday
UK: Bank Holiday
USA: Memorial Day (with the exception of New Mexico, 25 May; Puerto Rico, 28
May; Delaware, Illinois, Maryland, New Hampshire, South Dakota, Vermont,
and some localities, 30 May)
USA, Virginia: Confederate Memorial Day

Last Tuesday
Zambia: Africa Freedom Day

First Saturday
USA: Kentucky Derby, Churchill Downs, Louisville, Ky. (since 187s; first race of the
“Triple Crown; the Preakness follows two Saturdays later, the Belmont Stakes five
Saturdays later)
Naples: phials said to contain the blood of St Januarius are borne in procession from

the cathedral to the church of Santa Chiara (see *19 Sept.)

First or second Saturday
Denmark: Prayer Day

Second Saturday
Netherlands: Windmill Day

Third Saturday
USA: Armed Forces Day

Last Saturday
Central Africa Republic: Mother’s Day

Then came faite May, the fayrest mayd on ground,
Deckt all with dainties of her seasons pryde,
And throwing flowres out of her lap around:
Vpon two brethrens shoulders she did ride,
The twinnes of Leda; which on eyther side
Supported her like to their soueraine Queene.
Lord! how all creatures laught, when her they spide,
And leapt and daunc’t as they had rauisht beene!
And Cupid selfe about her fluttred all in greene.

Spenset, The Facrie Queene, VI vil. 34

It is now May, and the sweetnesse of the Aite refresheth euery spirit: the sunny beames bring
forth faire Blossomes, and the dripping Clouds water Floraes great garden: the male Deere puts
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out the Veluet head, and the pagged Doe is neere her fawning: The Sparhawke now is drawne out
of the mew, and the Fowler makes ready his whistle for the Quaile: the Larke sets the morning
watch, and the euening, the Nightingale: the Barges like Bowers keep the streams of the sweet
Riuers, and the Mackrell with the Shad are taken prisonets in the Sea: the tall young Oke is cut
downe for the Maypole: the Sithe and the Sickle are the Mowers furniture, and fayre weather
makes the Labourer merty: the Physitian now prescribes the cold Whey, and the Apothecary
gathers the dw for a medicine: Butter and Sage make the wholsome breakfast, but fresh cheese
and creame are meat for a dainty mouth: and the Strawbery and the Pescod want no price in the
market: the Chicken and the Ducke are fatned for the market, and many a Goslin neuer liues to
be a Goose. It is the moneth wherein Nature hath her full of mirth, and the Senses are filled with
delights. I conclude, It is from the Heauens a Grace, and to the Earth a Gladnesse. Farewell.

Breton (1626)

Chatlemagne is said to have called May wunnimanoth, joy-month’, which has remained
the normal Western conception, celebrated in countless poems and songs (Kalenda Maya,
Ben venga maggio, Now is the month of Maying, Im wunderschonen Monat Mai); but we shall see
that there is also sorrow. The Romans thought it an unlucky month to marry in; but ac-
cording to Ovid (Fasti 5. 489—go) it was because the Lemuria were observed in that
month, in honour of the ghosts:

Hac quoque de causa, si te proverbia tangunt,
mense malas Maio nubere vulgus ait.

And for this cause, if you for proverbs stay,
The people have it, Bad girls wed in May.

However, the superstition is not confined to ancient Rome:
Marry in May
And you'll rue the day.

Who weds in May
throws all away.

German proverbs tell the same story, and May is also considered an unlucky month in
Greece, especially if it begins on Saturday; marriage will lead to early death. The simi-
larity of Miis to mayd, ‘magic’ no doubt helped confirm the opinion; but the importance
of this month’s weather to the farmer must also play a part. The first three days are
‘sharp days’(cf. *1 Mar.): no work should be begun, women should not do laundry, men
should not dig gardens.

A Spanish proverb recorded in the seventeenth century runs Hasta Mayo no te quites el sayo,
‘do not take off your cloak before May’; but a variant begins Hasta pasado Mayo, ‘till May
is over’. To this corresponds the English saying ‘Cast ne’er a clout till May be out’, some-
times over-ingeniously expounded as meaning till the may, i.e. the hawthorn, is
in bloom; the hawthorn is known as the may or may-tree because it normally blos-
soms about Old Style May Day (now the 14th). Like much else about this month, the
tree cuts a poor figure in folklore; within the house, its blossoms are said to bring bad
luck:

To sleep in a room with the whitethorn bloom in it during the month of May, will surely be fol-
lowed by some great misfortune. N & Q, st ser,, ii (1850), 5 (Suffolk)
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May advice:

In this Moneth wash often thy face with fair running Water, but eat not of such meats as be hot
in quality; good to bleed especially in the Feet upon occasion; beware of eating stale Fish, or
tainted Flesh, but eat your meals in due season, and drink but little Wine this Moneth; to drink
clarified Whey simple, or drawn with cool Herbs is very healthful unto hot stomacks: Sharp
drinks are good, pure Wine mixed with Goats Milk to annoint both the head and brest is greatly
commended, good to take Physick, not good to eat the Head or Foot of any Beast this Moneth;
to drink Wormwood Wine is very good, used moderately, but otherwise it attracteth the lightest
patts of the Humots, and leaves the mass of Humots more obstinate, eat Fennell Roats tendetly
sodden, take gentle Physick, to purge the Blood and Body very good, and to sleep after Dinner
in this Moneth is not discommended. Saundets (1665)

Pilgrimage to St Mary’s Well in Culloden on the first Sunday in May:

This year I joined in the pilgrimage, and indeed all roads on that Sunday afternoon led to
Culloden . . . The ritual . . . has survived the centuries: first a coin must be thrown into the well,
a tribute to the spirit dwelling there; then a sip taken of the water, a charm against evil, and
then, after the wish, a ‘clooti¢’, or small rag, must be tied to the branch of an over-hanging
tree. This is considered so important that this wishing-well of Culloden is now known far and
wide as the Clootie Well ... Rags there were of all colours ... they must hang until an-
other winter has rotted them away; to remove them would bring bad luck, if not a transfer of the
very afflictions of which the first ownets had been trying to rid themselves!

The Times, 25 May 1957

®

I MAY

Kalendae Maiae B

At Philip and Jacob, away with the lams
that thinkest to bave any milke of their dams.

You must not count your yearlings till May Day.

( HOLIDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES May Day (Scotland: Beltane Day)
USA, Oklahoma: Bird Day

( ANCIENT ROME A pregnant sow was sacrificed by the priest of Vulcan ( flamen
Volcanalis) to Maia; the list of deities to whom official prayers were made included Maia
Volcani, but the connection is debated. Since the victim was appropriate to an earth
goddess, she was equated by some Roman writers with the Earth, as was the Good God-
dess, Bona Dea, whose temple on the Aventine had its dedication feast on this day. Little
is known of proceedings; there is rather more information about the December ritual
(see *1 Dec.). Mythology made her cult even older than that of Hercules at the Ara

Maxima (see *12 Aug.), itself pre-Roman.
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The Lares of the city were worshipped as Lares Praestites (Guarantors or Guardians)
on this day; their fellow-guardian, the dog, was associated with them in visual repre-
sentations and (we are told) in the dogskin garments draped over their legs.

¢ HoLy DAYs Philip and James (CofE; RC now 3 May); Joseph the Worker (RC);
red-letter day

Philip and James the Less are both listed among the Twelve Apostles; St John makes Philip
a sober and literal soul, who declares that ‘two hundred pennyworth of bread’ is not
enough to feed the 5,000 (John 6: 7), and at the Last Supper bids Jesus ‘Lord, shew us
the Father and it sufficeth us’, to which Jesus replies: ‘he that hath seen me hath seen the
Father’. Nothing is related of James the Less, son of Alphaeus, but several places claim
his relics (including Compostela, not content with those of James the Greater); he was
formerly identified with James the brother of the Lord (see *u May). Among the
Orthodoz, James is culted on g October, Philip on 14 November. In the RC Church this
traditional feast-day was changed to 11 May in 1955 when the feast of Joseph the Worker
was introduced, and subsequently to the 3rd.

Joseph the Worker, a feast proclaimed by Pius XII in 1955; see below under ‘Labour holiday’.

May Day. May Day is rich in customs, perhaps more so than any other day of the year.
Records of bringing in the May are found as eatly as the thirteenth century in England.
In the mid-fourteenth century the Welsh poet Gruftydd ab Addaf ap Dafydd laments
the removal of a beautitul birch to serve as a maypole in the market-place at Llanidloes;
soon afterwards we read of a permanent maypole at Cornhill in London. ‘Garlanding’,
carrying around garlands of flowers and singing May songs, oftered children yet another
opportunity to collect money; in the days before they were normally given pocket
money, such practices were accepted. By the seventeenth century milkmaids took to
parading, first with their milk-pails, then with elaborate constructions of silver objects
decked with ribbons and greenery, often accompanied by blind musicians. This too was
the chimney sweeps’ day; dressed in their best and beribboned, they paraded with a col-
lection box and a chimney brush. Then silver went out of fashion—no doubt it was a
worry to protect from prying hands—and the Jack in the Green, a man concealed in a
green bush, came into favour.

Going a~maying

Against May, Whitsonday or other time, all the yung men and maides, olde men and wives run
gadding over night to the woods, groves, hils & Mountains, whete they spend all the night in
plesant pastimes, & in the morning they return bringing with them birch & branches of trees, to
deck their assemblies withall, and no mervaile, for there is a great Lord present amongst them,
as Superintendent and Lord over their pastimes and sportes, namely, Sathan prince of hel: But
the cheifest iewel they bring from thence is their May—pole, which they bring home with great
veneration, as thus. They have twentie or fortie yoke of Oxen, every Oxe having a sweet nose-gay
of flours placed on the tip of his hornes, and these Oxen drawe home this May-pole (this
stinking Idol rather) which is covered all over with floures, and hearbs bound round about with
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strings from the top to the bottome, and sometimes painted with variable colours, with two or
three hundred men, women and children following it with great devotion. And thus beeing reared
up, with handkercheefs and flags hovering on the top, they straw the ground rounde about, binde
green boughes about it, set up sommer haules, bowets and arbors hard by it. And then fall they
to daunce about it like as the heathen people did at the dedication of the Idols, wherof this is a
perfect pattern, or rather the thing it self. I have heard it credibly reported (and that, viva voce)
by men of great gravitie and reputation, that of fortie, threescore, or a hundred maides going to
the wood over night, there have scarcely the third part of them returned home againe undefiled.

Stubbes, sig. M3'—4. (1583)

Those riotous assemblies of idle people who under pretence of going a maying (as they term it)
do oftentimes cut down, and catry away fine straight trees, to set up before some alehouse, or
revelling place, whete they keep their drunken Bacchanalias . . . I think it wete better to be quite
abolished amongst us, for many reasons, besides that of occasioning so much waste and spoil . . .
to adorn their wooden idols. Evelyn, Sylva, 206—7 (1670)

Henry VIII and Catherine of Aragon celebrate May Day with Robin Hood in 1515:

Edward Hall hath noted, that King Henry VIIL, as in the 3rd of his reign, and divers other years,
so namely, in the 7th of his reign, on May-day in the morning, with Queen Katherine his wife,
accompanied with many lords and ladies, rode a-maying from Greenwich to the high ground of
Shootet’s Hill, where, as they passed by the way, they espied a company of tall yeomen, clothed
all in green, with green hoods, and bows and arrows, to the number of two hundred; one being
their chieftain, was called Robin Hood, who required the king and his company to stay and see
his men shoot; whereunto the king granting, Robin Hood whistled, and all the two hundred
archers shot off, loosing all at once; and when he whistled again they likewise shot again; their
arrows whistled by craft of the head, so that the noise was strange and loud, which greatly de-
lighted the king, queen, and their company. Moreover, this Robin Hood desired the king and
queen, with their retinue, to enter the greenwood, where, in harbours made of boughs, and
decked with flowers, they were set and served plentifully with venison and wine by Robin Hood
and his men, to their great contentment, and had other pageants and pastimes, as ye may read in
my said author. Stow, 123—4

Parade of the milkmaids and chimney sweeps in London

Thursday, 2 May [1776]
Yesterday being May day the Milk maids appear in fine and fantastic attire and carrying on their
heads pyramids of 3 or 4 feet in heigth finely decorated. The young chimney sweepers with their
sooty and chalk’s faces, dressed out with ribbons and gilt paper, a grotesque and merty andrew
appeatance, coal and brushes making a kind of musical sound, raising contributions on their em-
ployers and others.

[4 May] . .. in Ave Mary Lane [I] saw a gatland so called, being a pyramid consisting of 7 or
8 stories in the 4 angles of which stood a silver tankard; and in the sides, between each, lessen-
ing in heigth, as the stoties rose, stood a silver salver the top crowned with a chased silver tea
kettle round which were placed sundry small pieces of plate the whole adorned with wreaths and
festoons of flowers, gilt paper &c., carried on a bier and handbarrow, being a custom amongst
the milk men and maids, to collect of the customers a yeatly contribution. The worth of the sil-
ver appeated to be many £100, and is borrowed of the silver smiths for the occasion.

Curwen, 1. 153—4

1 arrived in London on May Day, which is a holiday for the chimney sweepers. All the chimney
sweepets, little and great, on that day are dressed as fine as they can make themselves, with
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ribbons of all colours, and a great deal of gilding about them, and feathers in their caps; and
they go about the streets with a wooden thing in one hand (such as the churchwardens carry
about in the church to collect money for a brief), and their brush in the other; and with these
they make a clatter, and beg money from those who stop to look at them. They have generally a
green man in company who is also called ‘Jack in the Bush’, because he is in the middle of a green
bush, which covers him all over, head and all, so that you can see nothing but his feet, and he goes
dancing with the rest. This bush is ornamented with ribbons, and I have seen them in former
times half covered with bright pewter pots and dishes, which it must have been a great fatigue
to carry about and dance under their weight, especially in a hot day, and being so shut up from
the air. This Jack in the Bush is a comical sight, but I am sorry to say that it does harm by
frightening horses . . . I must not forget to obsetve that the chimney sweepers make a feast with
the money which is given them; and they are so fond of their holiday that they make the first of
May last the whole of the week . ..

Robert Southey to his daughter Katharine, 4 May 1820; Southey, Letters, 314—15

Mayday in London has long been the chimneysweepers’ holiday: they decorate themselves with
flowers, ribands, and tinsel, and dance in the streets. This practice is likely to become obsolete,
as infant chimneysweepers are going out of fashion, from the excessive cruelty necessary to
be used in training them to climb the flues, and from the adoption of a machine invented by Mr.
Smart for cleansing chimneys, in order to supetsede the use of dlimbing children. There exists in
London a society for this purpose, which was established on the 4th of February, 1803.

Forster, 211 (1824)

Seeing and being seen in coaches in Hyde Park

1 [May 1667]. . . . Thence Sit W. Penn and I in his coach, Tiburne way, into the park; where a hor-
rid dust and number of coaches, without pleasure or order. That which we and almost all went
for was to see my Lady Newcastle; which we could not, she being fallowed and crowded upon
by coaches all the way she went, that nobody could come near her; only, I could see she was in a
large black coach, adorned with silver instead of gold, and so with the curtains and everything
black and white, and herself in her cap; but other parts I could not make. But that which I did
see and wonder at, with reason, was to find Pegg Penn in a new coach, with only her husband’s
pretty sister with her, both patched and very fine, and in much the finest coach in the park and
1 think that ever I did see, one or othet, for neatness and richness in gold and everything that is
noble. . .. When we had spent half an hour in the patk, we went out again, weary of the dust
and despairing of seeing my Lady Newcastle . . . Pepys, viii. 196—7

Setting up maypoles

[At] St. Andrew the Apostle. . . so called St. Andrew Undershaft, because that of old time every
year on May-day in the morning, it was used, that an high or long shaft, or May-pole, was set
up there, in the midst of the street, before the south side of the said church: which shaft, when
it was set on end and fixed in the ground, was higher than the church steeple. . .. This shaft was
not raised at any time since evil May-day (so called of an insurtection made by apprentices and
other young persons against aliens in the year 1517); but the said shaft was laid along over the
doorts, and under the pentises of one row of houses and alley gate, called of the shaft Shaft Alley.

Stow, 163—4
Maypoles were banned by Parliament on 8 April 1644:
And because the profanation of the Lord’s-day hath been heretofore greatly occasioned by May-
poles (a heathenish vanity, generally abused to superstition and wickedness), the Lords and Com-
mons do further order and ordain That all and singular May-poles that are, or shall be erected,
shall be taken down and removed. quoted in Whitaker, 149
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Robin Hoods Day. Robin Hood was thought to be a yeoman (later a dispossessed
nobleman) who haunted Sherwood Forest (or any of the competing greenwoods from
Devon to Scotland) with a band of outlaws (including Friar Tuck, so called from his
tucked-up gown, at first an unsympathetic personage, lattetly a cheerful glutton); he is
said to have robbed the rich to subsidize the poor and held up the Sheriff of Notting-
ham. Ballads about him from the fourteenth century pre-date the plays and games in-
volving him and his company, which were also used to raise money.
