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It was shortly past mid night, On 10 August 1792. The king had been sleeping fitfully after a pleasant meal.
Suddenly an explosion shook him. Like a sleepwalker the king stumbled from his bed, a fat man in a dark-red
dressing gown with his wig awry. His fat lips trembled. He was lost in the confusion of interrupted sleep and
frightening noises.

‘Louis, what is going on?’” demanded the queen, clutching her nightgown anxiously around her. The tocsin kept on
ringing.

The Duc de La Rochefoucauld charged into the room. The king looked startled: ‘What is it? Une revolte?’
‘Non, sire, c’est une revolution! It’s the revolution!’!
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