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HOW TO USE THIS
ENCYCLOPEDIA

This encyclopedia is organized chronologically, dividing
the African past into five major eras. This division serves
to make it easier to study the vastness and complexity of
African history and culture. It also allows students and
general readers to go directly to the volume or volumes
they wish to consult.

Volume 1, Ancient Africa, deals with Africa up to
approximately 500 cCE (roughly, in terms of classical
European history, to the Fall of the Roman Empire and
the dissolution of the Ancient World on the eve of the
emergence of Islam). The volume also includes articles
on the continent’s key geographical features and major
language families. In addition you will find articles that
deal with certain basic aspects of African life that, in
essential ways, remain relatively constant throughout
time. For example, rites of passage, funeral customs, the
payment of bride-wealth, and rituals related to spirit
possession are features common to many African soci-
eties. Although these features can evolve in different cul-
tures in radically different ways, their basic purpose
remains constant. Accordingly, rather than try to cover
the evolution of these cultural features in each volume,
we offer a more general explanation in Volume I, with
the understanding that the details of these cultural
touchstones can vary widely from people to people and
change over time.

On the other hand there are entries related to key
cultural and social dimensions whose changes are easier
to observe over time. Such entries appear in each of the
volumes and include architecture, art, clothing and dress,
economics, family, music, religion, warfare, and the role
of women.

Volume 11, African Kingdoms, focuses on what may be
loosely termed “medieval Africa,” from the sixth century
to the beginning of the 16th century. This is the period
that witnessed the rise and spread of Islam and, to a less-
er degree, Arab expansion throughout much of the north-
ern and eastern regions of the continent. It also saw the
flowering of some of Africa’s greatest indigenous king-
doms and empires. Other Africans, such as the Maasai
and Kikuyu living in and around present-day Kenya, did
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not live in powerful states during this time yet developed
their own dynamic cultures.

Volume III, From Conquest to Colonization, continues
Africa’s story from roughly 1500 to 1850. During this era
Africa became increasingly involved with the Atlantic
world due to European maritime exploration and subse-
quent interaction through trade and cultural exchanges.
This period also included the rise of the transatlantic
slave trade, which in turn created the African Diaspora,
and the beginnings of European colonization. As a result,
it marks a period when the dynamics shaping African
culture and society began to shift.

Volume 1V, The Colonial Era, covers Africa during the
years 1850-1960. This historical period begins with
Europe’s conquest of the continent, leading to the era of
colonial rule. Political control enabled Europe to extend
its economic control as well, turning Africa into a vast
supply depot of raw materials. Volume IV also covers the
rise of nationalist movements and the great struggle
Africans undertook to regain their independence.

Volume V, Independent Africa, deals with the conti-
nent since 1960, when Africans began regaining their
independence and started to once again live in sovereign
states. (This process, of course, took longer in the south-
ern portion of the continent than in other parts.) In
common with the rest of the worlds people, however,
Africans have faced a host of new and challenging prob-
lems, some of which are specific to Africa, while others
are of a more global nature.

In addition to the aforementioned cultural entries
that appear in all five volumes, there are entries for each
of the present-day countries of the continent as identified
on the Political Map found at the front of each volume.
Readers can thus learn about the key developments in a
given country within a given time period or across the
entire span of African history. There are also articles on
individual ethnic groups of Africa in each of the volumes.
Since there are more than a thousand identifiable groups,
it has been necessary to limit coverage to the major or
key groups within a given period. Thus, a group that
might be historically important in one period may not be



sufficiently important, or may not even have existed, in a
period covered by one or more other volumes. Likewise,
there are entries on the major cities of the continent for
given time periods, including, in Volume V, all the pre-
sent national capitals. Another key set of entries common
to all volumes concerns historically important persons. In
general, historians are more readily able to identify these
individuals for recent periods than for earlier times. As a
result the latter volumes contain more individual bio-
graphical entries. An exception here is the case of
Ancient Egypt, where historical records have enabled us
to learn about the roles of prominent individuals.

In preparing these volumes, every attempt has been
made to make this encyclopedia as accessible and easy to
use as possible. At the front of each volume, readers will
find an introduction and a timeline specific to the histori-
cal era covered in the volume. There are also three full-
page maps, two of which appear in all five volumes (the
current political map and a physical map), and one that is
specific to the volume’s time period. In addition the front
of each volume contains a volume-specific list of the pho-
tographs, illustrations, and maps found therein. The List
of Entries at the front of each volume is the same in all
volumes and enables the reader to quickly get an
overview of the entries within the individual volumes, as
well as for the five-volume set. Entries are arranged
alphabetically, letter-by-letter within each volume.

Entry headwords use the most commonly found
spelling or representation of that spelling, with other fre-
quently used spellings in parentheses. The question of
spelling, of course, is always a major issue when dealing
with languages utilizing an alphabet or a script different
than that used for English. Changes in orthography and
the challenges of transliteration can produce several vari-
ants of a word. Where there are important variants in
spelling, this encyclopedia presents as many as possible,
but only within the entries themselves. For easy access to
variant and alternate spelling, readers should consult the
index at the end of each volume, which lists and cross-
references the alternate spellings that appear in the text.

How to Use This Encyclopedia xxix

Each volume contains an index that has references to
subjects in the specific volume, and the cumulative index
at the end of Volume V provides easy access across the
volumes. A cumulative glossary appears in each volume
and provides additional assistance.

The entries serve to provide the reader with basic
rather than exhaustive information regarding the subject
at hand. To help those who wish to read further, each
entry is linked with other entries in that volume via cross-
references indicated by SMALL capiTaLs. In addition the
majority of entries are followed by a See also section,
which provides cross-references to relevant entries in the
other four volumes. The reader may find it useful to begin
with one of the general articles—such as the ones dealing
with archaeology, dance, oral traditions, or women—or to
start with an entry on a specific country or an historically
important state and follow the cross-references to discover
more detailed information. Readers should be aware that
cross-references, both those embedded in the text and
those in the See also section, use only entry headword
spellings and not variant spellings. For those readers who
wish to research a topic beyond the material provided in
individual and cross-referenced entries, there is also a
Further reading section at the end of many entries.
Bibliographical references listed here guide readers to
more in-depth resources in a particular area.

Finally, readers can consult the Suggested Readings
in the back of each volume. These volume-specific bibli-
ographies contain general studies—such as atlases, histo-
ries of the continent, and broad works on culture, society,
and people—as well as specialized studies that typically
cover specific topics or regions. For the most part, these
two bibliographic aids contain those recently published
works that are most likely to be available in libraries,
especially well-stocked city and college libraries. Readers
should also be aware that a growing number of sources
are available online in the form of e-books and other for-
mats. The World Wide Web is also a good place to look
for current events and developments that have occurred
since the publication of this encyclopedia.
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INTRODUCTION TO

THIS VOLUME

This volume covers a complex and event-filled period in
African history. In 1850 most of the continent was under
the rule of Africans, though there were portents of the
colonial era to come. These included the French invasion
and control over Algeria, beginning in the 1830s, various
small colonial footholds on the West African coast, and
the steadily expanding white settlement in South Africa.
By 1960 Africa was again on its way to regaining its inde-
pendence. Indeed, 1960 is sometimes called “the Year of
Africa,” since it marked the achievement of independence
for so many African countries. The 110 intervening years
saw the full-scale colonial conquest of Africa, the estab-
lishment of European colonial rule throughout the conti-
nent (except for nominally independent Liberia and for
Ethiopia), the emergence of nationalist movements, and
their gradual triumph throughout much of the continent
in the 1950s. The end of the colonial era was not com-
plete, however, until South Africa's democratic election, in
1994. These dramatic changes in the political scene found
parallels in the economies, societies, and cultures of the
continent.

During the last decades of precolonial independence,
African leaders were busily engaged in state building.
Egypt, under Khedive Ismail, extended its control over
the Nilotic Sudan. To the southeast, a trio of strong
emperors—culminating with Menelik—reestablished the
political unity of Ethiopia. In the western Sudan, Islamic
reformers such as al-Hajj Umar Tal continued establish-
ing states based on Islamic principles, while the Sokoto
Caliphate of northern Nigeria reached its zenith. The
Ashanti Empire continued its expansion in the forest
zone of West Africa, as did other states. Turmoil gripped
Yorubaland, however, as various states struggled for
supremacy in the aftermath of the Oyo Empire’s collapse.
In the East African interior, Kabaka Mutesa led Buganda
to a position of regional dominance, while, further south,
Mirambo built a powerful though short-lived state among
the Nyamwezi. Zanzibar’s ruling Busaidi dynasty of Arabs
established control over much of the Swahili Coast and,
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under Barghash, pushed inland along the trade routes
from the coast. Further south, Lobengula consolidated
Ndebele rule over much of present-day Zimbabwe, while
in South Africa Cetshwayo was leading a resurgent Zulu
kingdom.

Colonial rule brought a rapid end to the era of inde-
pendent African states and powerful African rulers. The
people of coastal cities and societies had for some time
been in contact with Europeans and had been responding
to or adapting elements of European culture to fit their
own societies. These Westernized entities included the
Fante Confederation and organizations such as the Abo-
rigines' Rights Protection Society. Individuals who steered
a middle course between their own African cultures and
those of the European colonizers included Jamal al-Din
al-Afghani, Edward Wilmot Blyden, Bishop Samuel Ajayi
Crowther, James Africanus Beale Horton, and John Tengo
Jabavu. Also, major European colonies had taken root in
North Africa and South Africa well before the 1884-85
Berlin Conference that signaled the final European as-
sault that ended in the continent’s partition.

Colonialism became the dominant force in Africa after
the 1880s, disrupting societies deeply rooted in their own
histories and cultures. Africans often vigorously resisted,
leading to extended conflicts such as the Cape Frontier
Wars between the Xhosa and the Cape Colony, the Anglo-
Ashanti Wars, and the Italo-Ethiopian Wars. Major battles
included those at Omdurman, Isandlwana, and Adowa, the
last two being rare African victories. Charismatic figures
emerged to lead the African resistance, including Mo-
rocco’s Abd el-Krim, Yaa Asantewa in the Ashanti Empire,
Jaja and Nana Olomu in the Niger Delta, the Ndebele king
Lobengula, and the Zulu king Cetshwayo. One of the more
fervent forms of resistance emerged based on Islam. Lead-
ers of Islamic anticolonial movements included Muham-
mad Ahmad al-Mahdi, the Khalifa Abdallahi ibn Muham-
mad, who led the Mahdiyya in the Sudan, and the Somali
nationalist Muhammad Abdullah Hassan. After the colo-
nial conquest, there were some initial armed revolts, such



as the Chimurenga in Zimbabwe and the Maji-Maji Re-
bellion in Tanzania. On the whole, however, colonial mil-
itary forces ruthlessly and effectively suppressed these
uprisings. Large-scale revolutionary movements against
colonial rule did not again resurface until after World
War II had come to an end, in 1945.

Once colonial control was established, the European
conquerors focused on how best to establish "colonial
rule," which took a number of different forms following
specific philosophies. Africans, in turn, had to come to
terms with the colonial presence. Throughout the conti-
nent individuals such as Ferhat Abbas in Algeria, Egypts
Duse Mohammed Ali, Joseph Ephraim Casely-Hayford in
the Gold Coast, Blaise Diagne in Senegal, Sir Apolo Kagwa
in Uganda, Harry Thuku of Kenya, and South Africa’s John
L. Dube developed nascent political organizations and
labor unions to assert African interests within the colonial
framework. Many became involved with African-Ameri-
cans in the context of Pan-Africanism, which helped pro-
mote the political demand of "Africa for the Africans" that
helped spawn a more assertive African nationalism. A new
generation of nationalists emerged that included Habib
Bourguiba in Tunisia, Gamal Abdel Nasser of Egypt,
Léopold Senghor of Senegal, Nnamdi Azikiwe of Nigeria,
Ghanas Kwame Nkrumah, Jomo Kenyatta of Kenya, the
Congo’s Patrice Lumumba, and Zimbabwe’s Ndabaningi Sit-
hole. They founded political parties that promoted nation-
alism and independence. Ghana’s independence, in 1957,
marked the first major success. Usually independence came
relatively peacefully, often facilitated by the United Nations.
However, bitter and prolonged struggles took place in Alge-
ria and in Kenya, and the reluctance of colonial powers to
grant rights to Africans foreshadowed future conflict in the
Portuguese colonies and southern Africa, more generally.

The influence of colonialism extended well beyond
the political sphere. The colonial culture that evolved in-
cluded a substantial religious dimension. Christianity
played a significant social and political role throughout the
continent, with a steady expansion under both European
and African leadership that built on the missionary efforts
of the previous century. This expansion, in turn, led to in-
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teraction with indigenous religions, regional variation, and
the emergence of independent churches under individuals
such as the Prophet William Wade Harris and Alice
Lenshina. Parallel to the expansion of Christianity was a
growth of Western-style education that included founding
schools and universities such as Achimota College and Fort
Hare College. This Western-style education increasingly
took over from indigenous education and competed in the
colonial era with Islamic education. A major development
of education was the expansion of literacy in Arabic, Euro-
pean, and indigenous languages. Literacy, in turn, led to
the emergence of popular newspapers and magazines.
African published literature began to appear, with some
authors, such as Tanzania’s Shaaban Robert, utilizing in-
digenous languages. Others, such as Léopold Senghor and
Chinua Achebe, wrote in the colonial languages. Significant
cultural changes also took place in the spheres of architec-
ture, art, and music. Many of these cultural changes were
associated with the growth of cities and the evolving urban
life and culture.

The colonial economy, too, underwent drastic changes
and became increasingly geared to exports. Industrializa-
tion was limited outside of South Africa. Transportation
and other aspects of the colonial infrastructure, including
the further development of port cities and building of
major dams, were primarily designed to facilitate the export
economy. Agriculture was the economic mainstay. While
subsistence agriculture continued to produce food crops,
cash crops increasingly dominated the agricultural sector.
African peasants grew many of the cash crops, especially in
West Africa, but in the Belgian Congo and elsewhere, Euro-
pean concessionaire companies ran large plantations. White
farmers predominated in southern Africa. Mineral exploita-
tion was the other critical component of the colonial export
economy, with large European-run firms such as Union
Miniere controlling the mining industry.

By 1960, then, the political map of Africa had changed
dramatically, as had African society and culture. As Afri-
cans entered a new era of independence, conditions of life
would be vastly different from those of the years prior to
1850.



TIME LINE (1840-1964)

1856-1857

1860-1884

1864-1893

1866

Busaidi dynasty completes
move of its capital from Oman
to the island of Zanzibar

As many as 100,000 Europeans
are living in Algeria

Groundnuts (peanuts) become
a valuable cash crop in the
Senegambia region

Muslim Sokoto Caliphate
reaches height of influence,
encompassing more than 30
West African emirates

Muhammad Ali ibn al-Sanusi, a
Sufi holy man, leads efforts to
expel European colonialists
from North Africa

Scottish missionary and explor-
er David Livingstone traverses
southern and East Africa,
adding much to Europeans’
knowledge of the continent

Xhosa people kill their cattle in
an ill-fated attempt to free them-
selves from British colonialism

Mirambo rules largest Nyamwezi
state in present-day Tanzania

Ahmadu Séku leads West
Africa’s Tukulor Empire

Discovery of the huge Eureka
Diamond, near the Orange
River, launches South Africa’s
Mineral Revolution

XXXIV

1868-1873

1869

1869-1887

1873-1874

1877-1893

1879

Non-Ashanti Akan states along
the Gold Coast form the Fante
Confederation

Egypt’s Suez Canal opens

Jaja rules over the merchant
kingdom of Opobo, in Nigeria

Britain lays siege to Kumasi,
the Ashanti capital, and
declares the Gold Coast
Colony, in present-day Ghana

Yoruba states engage in civil
war in southwestern Nigeria

Anglo-Zulu War in Natal,
South Africa; Zulus win the
Battle of Isandlwana only to
later lose the war

European powers meet at the
Berlin Conference to discuss
the colonial partition of Africa,
launching an intense period of
colonial conquest

Belgium’s King Leopold gains
international recognition of his
personal rule over the Congo,
leading to the Congo Free State

The Mahdji, a warrior and holy
man named Muhammad
Ahmad, dies shortly after his
victory over the Egyptian
forces in the Sudan

Ethiopian emperor Menelik 1T
makes Addis Ababa his capital



1896-1901

1897

1898

1898-1899

Gold mining begins on South
Africa’s Witwatersrand

De Beers Consolidated Mines
founded, establishing diamond
cartel in South Africa

King Lobengula signs a treaty
with Cecil Rhodes, permitting
Rhodes to search for minerals
in Ndebele lands

Kingdom of Buganda is
embroiled in religious civil war

French defeat Tukulor Empire
of Ahmadu Seku

Pacifist and human rights
champion Mohandas Gandhi
works among the Indian popu-
lation in South Africa

Failed Jameson Raid leads to
the resignation of Cecil Rhodes
as prime minister of Britain’s
Cape Colony

Ethiopians defeat Italian forces
at the Battle of Adowa

First Chimurenga rebellion in
Southern Rhodesia (today’s
Zimbabwe)

Britain imports 30,000 inden-
tured laborers from India to
work on the railways in British
East Africa

British forces burn and loot
Benin city in southern Nigeria

Aborigines’ Rights Protection
Society founded in Gold Coast
Colony (present-day Ghana)

France defeats Samori Touré’s
Mandinka empire in West Africa

Britain defeats Mahdist forces
at Battle of Omdurman, estab-
lishing dominion over present-
day Sudan

1899-1902

1900

1903

1904-1908

1905-1906

Time Line xxxv

Anglo-Boer War in South
Africa

Muslim slave trader and empire
builder Rabih bin Fadlallah is
killed by French forces near
Lake Chad

Britain conquers Sokoto
Caliphate in Northern Nigeria

Herero and Nama people are
decimated during their rebel-
lion against occupying German
forces in South West Africa
(today’s Namibia)

Spirit medium Kinjikitile
inspires unsuccessful Maji-Maji
rebellion in southern German
East Africa (present-day
Tanzania)

Bambatha, a Zondi chief, leads
the last Zulu rebellion against
British colonialists in Natal,
South Africa

Belgian government takes over
the former Congo Free State of
King Leopold II

Formation of the Union of
South Africa

Moulay Hafid signs the Treaty
of Fez, making Morocco a
French protectorate

South African Native National
Congress founded; it is later
renamed the African National
Congress

Blaise Diagne of Senegal is
first African elected as a
deputy to the French National
Assembly

World War I in Europe
John Chilembwe leads failed

"Rising" rebellion in Nyasaland
(present-day Malawi)



xxxvi Time Line

1924-1965

1926

1929-1930

1929-1939

1930

French forces put down final
major Tuareg rebellion in Air

Marcus Garvey moves his
Universal Negro Improvement
Association to New York,
spreading message of racial
pride and African unity

League of Nations founded
with Liberia and the Union of
South Africa the only African
states among its forty-two
founding members

English soap manufacturer
William Lever acquires the
Royal Niger Company to gain
access to African palm oil

Thousands of African laborers
die building the railway from
Pointe-Noir to Brazzaville, in
French Congo

Doctrine of British colonial rule
known as the "Dual Mandate"
described in book published by
colonial administrator E J.
Lugard

The tomb of King Tutankhamun
is discovered in Egypt

Humanitarian Albert Schweitzer
directs his famed missionary
hospital at Lambaréné, in pre-
sent-day Gabon

In Morocco, the Rif Republic of
Abd el-Krim is dismantled by
combined French and Spanish
forces

Women of Aba, Nigeria, lead a
successful revolt against British
colonial taxation

Great Depression affects eco-
nomic markets worldwide
Ras (Prince) Tafari Makonnen
from Harer becomes emperor
of Ethiopia, taking the name
Haile Selassie

1932

1935-1936

1937

1939-1945

1944

Antonio de Oliveira Salazar, the
authoritarian prime minister,
comes to power in Portugal

Italo-Ethiopian War in Ethiopia;
Haile Selassie flees to England

Gold Coast cocoa farmers
strike to protest British agricul-
tural policy in African colonies

In Nigeria, Nnamdi Azikiwe
founds The West African Pilot,
an influential nationalist news-

paper
World War 11

Heads of state of the
Francophone African countries
meet at Brazzaville to discuss
post-war arrangements

United Nations established,
with Egypt, Ethiopia, Liberia,
and South Africa among its
founding states

Felix Houphouét-Boigny and
Ahmed Sekou found the African
Democratic Assembly; effective
African independence and
nationalism movements spread
throughout the continent

British colonial police, later
joined by the British army, bru-
tally repress anti-colonial Mau
Mau insurrection, in Kenya

Alioune Diop founds Presence
Africaine, an influential journal
for black intellectuals from
around the world

Afrikaner-led Nationalist Party
wins South African elections
and begins instituting racist
apartheid laws

With the slogan, “Self
Government Now,” Kwame
Nkrumah founds the radical
Convention Peoples Party in
Gold Coast



1955-1959

1956

1956

Libya’s independence acknowl-
edged by the United Nations

Palm Wine Drunkard, by Amos
Tutuola, is the first book writ-
ten in English to be published
by an African author

Free Officers Committee, head-
ed by Gamal Abdel Nasser,
seizes power in Egypt

Several hundred African work-
ers killed by Portuguese colonial
police in the Batepa Massacre, in
Sao Tome and Principe

Nyasaland, Northern Rhodesia,
and Southern Rhodesia united
as the Central African
Federation

New Age, a militant national
newspaper opposing white
rule, published in South Africa

Algerian War coming to an end
with France recognizing
Algeria’s independence

Bandung Afro-Asian
Conference, held in Indonesia,
lays the groundwork for the
Non-Aligned Movement

Freedom Charter calling for a
non-racial South Africa adopt-
ed by the multi-racial Congress
of Democrats

Construction of the Kariba
Dam, at the time, the largest
dam project in the world

Morocco, Tunisia, and Sudan
achieve independence

Egypts Gamal Abdel Nasser
nationalizes Suez Canal, lead-
ing to war with Britain, France,
and Israel; UN peacekeeping
forces intervene

1957

1958

1958-1966

1959

1960

Time Line xxxvii

Ghana achieves independence

Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall
Apart published

Guinea declares independence

Hendrik Verwoerd, an ardent
advocate of apartheid, serves as
prime minister of South Africa

The Pan-Africanist Congress, a
black militant organization,
founded in South Africa

Benin, Cameroon, Central
African Republic, Chad,
Republic of Congo, Dahomey;,
Democratic Republic of Congo,
Ivory Coast, Gabon,
Madagascar, Mali, Mauritania,
Niger, Nigeria, Senegal,
Somalia, Togo, and Upper Volta
all achieve independence

Police kill 69 black protesters
in Sharpeville, South Africa

South Africa’s Albert Lutuli
awarded Nobel Peace Prize

Tanganyika, Sierra Leone
achieve independence

Recently elected prime minister
Patrice Lumumba assassinated,
sparking political crisis in the
Congo

Algeria, Burundi, Rwanda, and
Uganda achieve independence

Kenya achieves independence

Malawi and Zambia achieve
independence



Aba Women’s Revolt (1920-30) First major revolt
by women in the West African region. Organized by rural
women living in the Oweri and Calabar provinces of pre-
sent-day NIGERIA, the revolt demonstrated the women’s
ability to organize powerful resistance to the British colo-
nial administration in Eastern Nigeria. The Ogu Ndem,
or Women’s War, so surprised British administrators that,
out of embarrassment, they preferred to call it a mere
riot. There were many causes for the revolt, but the pri-
mary ones involved the economic policies implemented
by the colonial administration in heavily populated East-
ern Nigeria. The most onerous policy was the colonial
TAXATION of Africans, which, during the Great Depres-
sion, brought tremendous hardship upon the people. As a
result the simple attempt of a colonial census taker to
question a woman in the village of Oloko sparked off the
Aba Women’s Revolt.

According to reports, a widow named Nawanyeruwa
was asked by the census taker to state the number of peo-
ple, goats, and sheep in her household. In the past the
colonial census was taken for the purposes of increasing
taxation. Convinced that this new census would again
lead to a rise in taxes, the widow angrily asked the census
taker, an 1GBO man, whether his own mother was ever
counted. (In traditional Igho society, women did not pay
taxes.) After the encounter Nawanyeruwa quickly rushed
to the town square, where the women were meeting to
discuss the present tax problem. Hearing the widow’s
story and believing that they would be the next to be
counted, the women invited other women from the
neighboring towns and villages to join them in protest.

In response to the call, within a few days more than
10,000 women gathered in the town. They pressured the

warrant chief, an Igho man named Okugo, to have the
colonial government stop further taxation or resign his
chieftancy. Women throughout Igboland took to the
streets demanding not only that women be exempted
from paying taxes, but that the unpopular warrant chiefs
be removed from their positions immediately. Demon-
strations and sit-down strikes took place in all major Ig-
boland towns and cities. The outcry forced the British
district officer to put Okugo on trial for assaulting two
women during the revolt in Okolo, and the warrant
chief was eventually found guilty and sentenced to two
years imprisonment.

The women who figured prominently in the Aba re-
volt are still admired in Igbo society. Nawanyeruwa
is honored for sparking the revolt. The Oloko
Trio—lkonnia, Mwannedia, and Nwugo—became
known as the “Emissaries of Peace, and Apostles on
Non-Violence.” Madam Mary Okezie (1906-1999)
is remembered as the intellectual leader of the
Nigerian women’s movement, an elegant writer of
petitions and letters.

Although the situation seemed improved, the women
were outraged further when a reckless British driver acci-
dentally hit and killed two of the protesters in Aba. In re-
sponse, Aba women burned down government office
buildings and European-owned businesses, causing the
colonial administration to send the police and army to put
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down the revolt. Recognizing the power of the women’s
movement, the colonial administration struck a compro-
mise with the women leaders from Oloko, asking them to
end their revolt and go around the region to explain that
women would never again be asked to pay taxes.

In 1930 the colonial administration set up a commis-
sion to study the causes of the revolt. The most impor-
tant of the commission’s many conclusions was that
women should be given a greater role in the decisions af-
fecting the way their society is run. In this way the
women of the Aba revolt provided a precedent for the fu-
ture role of women in Nigeria.

The Aba Women’s Revolt was a harbinger of the in-
fluence that rural Igbho women would exert on future
political activities. As a consequence of the revolt the sys-
tem of warrant chieftancy was abolished, and women
were appointed to the Native Court system, which was
responsible for advising the colonial administration.
These changes paved the way for the national political
movements that led to Nigerian independence.

See also: COLONIALISM, INFLUENCE OF (Vol. 1V);
COLONIAL RULE (Vol. 1V); RESISTANCE AND REBELLION
(Vol. IV); WOMEN IN COLONIAL AFRICA (Vol. IV).

Further reading: Michael Crowther, West Africa
Under Colonial Rule (London: Hutchinson & Co. Ltd,
1968).

Abbas, Ferhat (1899-1985) Algerian nationalist

The son of a middle-class family from Constantine,
ALGERIA, Ferhat Abbas was a pharmacist by training. Until
1936 his political philosophy was that of a liberal re-
former. He believed in assimilation with France and took
part in a movement that demanded equal rights for Alge-
rian Muslims under French rule. The objectives of Abbas
and other évoloués, as the more French-oriented Algeri-
ans were called, was to have Algeria become a full-
fledged province of France with all its population being
French citizens.

In 1938 Abbas reversed his thinking and became a
nationalist. He founded a political party called the Alge-
rian Popular Union, which advocated equal rights for
French and Muslims and the preservation of Muslim cul-
ture. In 1943, during World War Il (1939-45), Abbas
helped to write the “Manifesto of the Algerian People,”
which called for an Algerian state but stopped short of
demanding independence from France.

At the end of the war Abbas became a deputy to
the Constituent Assembly, in Paris, where he spoke out
in support of Algerian self-rule. French authorities ar-
rested him in 1945 for participating in anticolonial
demonstrations, not freeing him until the following
year. Upon his release he founded a middle-class politi-
cal party, the Democratic Union of the Algerian Mani-
festo, which in the 1946 legislative elections won 11 of

the 13 seats allocated for Muslim Algerians in the Con-
stituent Assembly.

The emergence of the rural, peasant-led NATIONAL LIB-
ERATION FRONT (Front de Libération Nationale, FLN) at
the forefront of the Algerian struggle against France caught
Abbas by surprise. While increasingly supportive of the
FLN cause, he did not become a member until April 1956,
when he escaped from Algeria to CAIRO, EGYPT, to join the
organization. In 1959 Ferhat Abbas became the first presi-
dent of the Temporary Government of the Algerian Re-
public, in exile. His position as president was largely
ceremonial, however, since the real power within the
FLN lay with Ahmed BEN BELLA (1916— ) and Houari
Boumédienne (1927-1978).

After Algeria gained independence, in 1962, Abbas
became president of the Algerian National Assembly, but
President Ben Bella imprisoned him for opposing his at-
tempt to reduce the National Assembly’s role in govern-
ment. When Boumédienne overthrew Ben Bella, in 1965,
he released Abbas, who then focused on writing. Abbas
provides an insider’s view of the Algerian revolution
through publications such as his 1980 book, Autopsy of a
War: The Dawn. In 1992 the university in Sétif, which
was founded in 1978, was renamed Ferhat Abbas Uni-
versity in his honor.

See also: BOUMEDIENNE, HOUARI (Vol. V); COLONIAL
RULE (Vol. IV); FRANCE AND AFRICA (Vols. IV, V); NATION-
ALISM AND INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENTS (Vol. IV).

Further reading: Abder-Rahmane Derradji, A Con-
cise History of Political Violence in Algeria, 1954-2000:
Brothers in Faith, Enemies in Arms (Lewiston, N.Y.: E.
Mellen Press, 2002).

Abdallahi ibn Muhammad (Abdullahi ibn
Muhammad; The Khalifa) (1846-1899) Leader of
the Mahdist movement in the Sudan

A member of the nomadic Baggara ethnic group living
in the DARFUR region of present-day Republic of the SUDAN,
Abdallahi played an instrumental role in the creation of the
Mahdist movement that transformed his native country in
the late 19th century. Along with other Muslims of his
time, he expected the coming of the mahdi, the long-
awaited redeemer ordained by God to appear at “the end of
time” to fill the world with his justice. In 1881, after a long
search for this holy figure, he encountered Muhammad
Ahmad (1844-1885) and proclaimed him to be the mahdi.
In return, Muhammad Ahmad named Abdallahi as his
khalifa, or successor, and gave him the title of “comman-
der of the armies” with control over the administrations of
the expanding Mahdist state. Muhammad Ahmad’s aim
was to overthrow the Egyptian colonial government of the
Sudan. In the subsequent four years of fighting, Abdallahi
commanded the Black Flag division of the Mahdist army,
composed of Baggara warriors.



In 1885, less than six month after securing victory,
Muhammad Ahmad, by then widely known as Muham-
mad Ahmad al-maHDI, died. Abdallahi succeeded him as
the leader of the MAHDIYYA, as al-Mahdi’s movement had
become known. Abdallahi chose Omdurman as his capital
over the former capital of kHARTOUM, on the other side of
the Nile River. Taking the title of khalifa al-mahdi, (the
successor of the mahdi), Abdallahi consolidated his power
over his rivals, ruling in an autocratic manner. A number
of his policies caused discontent and rebellion, especially
his abandonment of al-Mahdi’s fiscal reforms and his re-
turn to the hated, Ottoman forms of taxation that al-
Mahdi had condemned during Egyptian rule. Abdallahi
also reinstituted a secular government managed by a bu-
reaucracy made up of Sudanese civil servants who had
worked for the previous Egyptian administration. More-
over, he continued to rule through a military rather than a
civilian government.

For al-Mahdi, rule over the Sudan was to have been
the first step toward a revived Islamic state; for Abdallahi,
the goal was a strong Sudanese state. Accordingly, he
struggled to formalize the Sudan’s international bound-
aries by expanding east toward ETHIOPIA, north toward
EGYPT, and west into the Sultanate of Darfur. Fighting
erupted, with mixed results. In 1887 Mahdist troops
made a successful large-scale raid deep into Ethiopia. In
1889, however, a combined British and Egyptian force
soundly defeated the Abdallahi’s army when it attempted
to push into southern Egypt. Britain also was determined
to avenge the death of British general Charles George
GORDON (1833-1885), who had been killed at the siege
of Khartoum in 1885. In a two-stage advance that began
in 1896, British forces attacked and defeated the Mahdist
state, with the final decisive confrontation at the Battle of
OMDURMAN (1898). Khalifa Abdallahi escaped with some
of his forces, only to be killed during his army’s defeat at
the Battle at Umm Diwaykarat, in 1899.

See also: cOLONIAL CONQUEST (Vol. 1V); ENGLAND
AND AFRICA (Vol. IV).

Further reading: P M. Holt, The Mahdist State in
the Sudan, 1881-1898, 2nd ed. (Oxford: Oxford Univer-
sity Press, 1970); P M. Holt and M. W. Daly, A History of
the Sudan: From the Coming of Islam to the Present Day
(London: Longman, 1988).

Abd el-Krim, Mohamed ben (Abdel Karim,
Muhammad ben; Muhammad ibn Abd al-Karim
al-Khattabi) (c. 1880-1963) Moroccan political and
military leader

A member of a privileged Berber family, Abd el-
Krim became a dedicated opponent of European rule in
North Africa, organizing political and military resis-
tance and founding a short-lived independent republic.
Eventually, however, he was unable to resist the com-
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bined forces of Spain and France, which forced his sur-
render and sent him into exile.

Born in Adjir, MOROCCO, about 1880, Abd el-Krim was
educated at both Spanish and traditional Muslim schools.
This included two years at the renowned Qarawiyyin Uni-
versity, in Fez, where he studied Islam and was exposed
to the Islamic reformist ideas of the Young Turks. Still
quite young, he began a career in the colonial administra-
tion. After a brief period in the Bureau of Native Affairs,
he became, in 1918, a judge in the Melilla district, along
the northern Mediterranean coast of Morocco. His experi-
ences there, transformed him, and he became convinced
that North Africa should be free of COLONIAL RULE. While
serving as a judge Abd el-Krim also edited the Arabic sec-
tion of the local Spanish newspaper, El Telegrama del Rif.

Abd el-Krim's opposition to Spanish rule increased
until it eventually landed him in prison. A series of ad-
ventures, including a prison escape, led him to Melilla
once again, and then back to Adjir. There, in 1919, he
began organizing more radical resistance to colonial rule.
Within a short time he assembled an effective fighting
force that, in July 1921, defeated a major element of the
occupying Spanish army, capturing or killing thousands
of soldiers; the Spanish commanding general was among
the dead. Seizing on that victory, Abd el-Krim founded
the Republic of the RIF organized along modernist Islamic
lines, with himself as its first president.

Abd el-Krim’s republic proved to be short-lived.
Although he was temporarily successful in defeating at-
tempts at regaining control by both Spain and France,
eventually those powers combined to send more than
250,000 troops against Abd el-Krim’s independent repub-
lic. Outnumbered and possessing grossly inferior weapons,
Abd el-Krim was forced to surrender on May 27, 1926. He
was then exiled to REUNION ISLAND, where he spent the
next 20 years of his life.

After World War 11 (1939-45) he was given permis-
sion to move to France. Still a committed anticolonial-
ist, he switched destinations en route, and, in 1947, he
accepted an offer of political asylum in CAIRO, EGYPT.
There he remained active in anticolonialist affairs, head-
ing the Liberation Committee of the Arab West. Abd el-
Krim’s staunch opposition to colonialism was not soft-
ened even by the arrival of Moroccan independence, in
1956. When King MuHAMMAD Vv (1910-1961) invited
the aging rebel back to his homeland, Abd el-Krim re-
fused, saying that he would not return until North Africa
was free of all French troops. He died in Cairo on Febru-
ary 6, 1963.

See also: BERBERS (Vol. 1V); FRANCE AND AFRICA
(Vol. IV); RESISTANCE AND REBELLION (Vol. IV); SPAIN AND
AFRICA (Vol. 1V); spaNIsH MOROCCO (Vol. IV).

Further reading: C. R. Pennell, A Country with a
Government and a Flag: the Rif War in Morocco, 1921-1926
(Boulder, Colo.: Lynne Rienner, 1986).
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Abeokuta Capital of the Ogun State in present-day
southwestern NIGERIA. Abeokuta was founded in 1830 by
refugees from the Egba sub-group of the YoruBA that were
seeking an escape from the civil wars that swept their
country. Its name stems from this and means “refuge
among rocks.”

Within a decade of Abeokuta’s founding, MISSIONAR-
IEs of the CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY (CMS) arrived.
Joining them were members of the kRrRIO group from
SIERRA LEONE who had originated in the area but ended
up as captives in the transatlantic slave trade. Abeokuta
became a thriving commercial town as well as one of
Yorubaland’s centers of Christianity and Western-style
EDUCATION. One of its most famous inhabitants was
Samuel JOHNSON (1846-1901), an ordained Anglican
minister and early historian of the Yoruba.

In the 1870s the more westernized elements in the
Abeokuta citizenry established the Egba United Board of
Management (EUBM) to share the governing of the town
with the older elite. The EUBM sought to halt the expand-
ing British colonial authority emanating from the LAGOS
Colony. Ultimately, however, the EUBM proved to be a di-
visive force, and by 1872 it had lost most of its power.

As part of its attempt to arrest the rising tide of
European influence, in 1867 the EUBM forced
European CMS missionaries to leave Abeokuta.
Later, even the Yoruba minister James “Holy”
Johnson (c. 1836-1917) was expelled.

In 1893 the British forced Abeokuta to sign a treaty
that limited its independence, and the community once
again became a center of CMS activities. Still, it was not
until 1914 that Abeokuta, by then a town of 60,000,
came fully under British COLONIAL RULE. Even then, a
spirit of independence remained. In 1918 anger at British
colonial rule led local citizens to tear up the railroad
tracks that ran through town on the way from the coast
to the northern interior. There were a number of fatali-
ties, which led to a dispatch of 1,000 British troops. The
ensuing battle led to about 500 rebel deaths. This action
restored British authority, which remained firmly estab-
lished throughout the rest of the colonial period.

See also: aseoxkuta (Vol. III); civiL wars (Vol. V);
COLONIAL CONQUEST (Vol. IV); coLoNIAL RULE (Vol. 1V);
EGBA (Vol. III); ENGLAND AND AFRICA (Vol. IV); YORUBA-
LAND (Vols. 11, TII).

Abidjan Former capital city of present-day IVORY COAST.
The coastal city of Abidjan became part of FRENCH WEST

AFRICA in 1893. Its location on the Ebrié Lagoon, an arm
of the Gulf of Guinea, made Abidjan an ideal site for both
a railroad and a port. Abidjan began to grow after it was
made the terminus for a railroad from the interio, in
1904. Port facilities for ocean-going vessels were not built
until after 1950, when the Vridi Canal was cut through
the sandbar that protected the deep, sheltered lagoon
from the Gulf of Guinea.

In 1934 the capital of the French colony of Ivory
Coast was moved from Bingerville to Abidjan. At that
time the inhabitants of Abidjan numbered only about
17,000. The city remained the administrative and com-
mercial capital of the colony until 1960, when Ivory
Coast declared its independence from France. Abidjan
then became the capital of the new nation.

Abidjan’s growth was a result of rapid colonial devel-
opment. Large numbers of workers from Ivory Coast and
other areas of French West Africa migrated to the city,
drawn by the availability of jobs. The city also became
the intellectual center of Ivory Coast when the National
University of Ivory Coast was opened, in 1958. By the
time of independence, in 1960, Abidjan’s population had
reached 180,000.

See also: ABIDJAN (Vol. V); FRANCE AND AFRICA
(Vols. 1V, V); HOUPHOUET-BOIGNY, FELIX (Vols. IV, V);
YAMOUSSOUKRO (Vol. V).

Aborigines’ Rights Protection Society (ARPS)
Early African-nationalist organization based in the GOLD
COAST COLONY (today’s GHANA). The late 19th and early
20th centuries saw an increase in African opposition to the
expansion of European COLONIAL RULE. One expression of
this opposition was the founding of the Fante National
Political and Cultural Society. Organized in 1898 in the
town of CAPE COAST, the organization assembled the edu-
cated Fante elite for the purpose of limiting the adverse
impact of Western culture on traditional Fante culture.
John Mensah sarBaH (1864-1910), a Western-educated
lawyer, led the movement. While he and other society
members approved of Western scientific knowledge, polit-
ical ideas, and economic practices, they simultaneously
opposed the excessive adoption of English ways and in-
sisted that Africans should retain their names, their dress,
and their languages. In short, they should not become
“black Englishmen.”

In 1897 the Fante National Political and Cultural
Society transformed itself into the larger, multiethnic
Aborigines’ Rights Protection Society (ARPS). The first
key issue for the ARPS was the Land Bill, which was leg-
islation proposed by the British that would have given the
colonial administration the power to take over all empty
lands in the Gold Coast. The bill was strongly opposed by
the people of the Gold Coast and of neighboring West
African states as well. The ARPS was at the forefront of



protests against the bill, reminding fellow West Africans
about the detrimental results of the allocation of African
land to white settlers in KENYA, SOUTHERN RHODESIA
(today’s ZIMBABWE), and SOUTH AFRICA. The ARPS used a
formidable press campaign, particularly its own newly
founded newspaper, the Gold Coast Aborigines, to criticize
the Land Bill and British colonial policies in general.
Members organized letter-writing campaigns to the British
Parliament, and Sarbah, along with fellow lawyer and
ARPS member Awoonor Renner, spoke out against the bill
in the Gold Coast Legislative Council. In May 1898 the
society sent a delegation to London to present its case to
both the House of Commons and the British public. They
were effective, for Parliament not only dropped the Land
Bill, but also decided to abandon the equally unpopular
Hut Tax legislation.

After the success of the anti-Land Bill campaign, the
ARPS continued to pay attention to other bills before the
British Parliament, requesting that the society be con-
sulted before passing legislation affecting the Gold Coast.
The ARPS opposed the imposition of direct taxes, called
for better educational opportunities, and demanded con-
stitutional reforms that would involve the Fante elite
more broadly in government. By 1905 the demands had
resulted in the construction of some elementary and sec-
ondary schools in Cape Coast.

The society also succeeded in bringing together
Western-educated and traditional elites to oppose colo-
nial policies and injustice. Above all else the question of
land ownership was one on which both sides agreed.
Within a few years, however, this solidarity faded when
the British introduced indirect rule, a policy that gave the
traditional rulers more power over their own people and
greater influence with the colonial administration.

Other nationalist organizations emerged to challenge
the primacy of the ARPS, and by 1927 the NATIONAL
CONGRESS OF BRITISH WEST AFRICA had replaced it in im-
portance. The legacy of the ARPS persisted, however, for
it laid the groundwork for future West African NATIONAL-
ISM AND INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENTS.

See also: ENGLAND AND AFRICA (Vol. IV); COLONIAL
RULE (Vol. IV); COLONIALISM, INFLUENCE OF (Vol. IV).

Further reading: A. Adu Boahen, African Perspectives
on Colonialism (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press,
1992); A. E. Afigbo, et al., The Making of Modern Africa,
Vol. 2 (New York: Longman, 1990); Michael Crowther,
West Africa Under Colonial Rule (London: Hutchinson &
Co. Ltd, 1968).

Accra Capital of present-day GHANA, located on the
Gulf of Guinea. Accras origins lie in three principal
coastal villages built by the Ga people, each of which
played host to a European settlement: Nleshi, with a
British fort; Kinka, with a Dutch fort; and, 2 miles away,
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Osu, with a Danish fort. In 1850 the British purchased
the Danish fort and consolidated their power by assum-
ing control of the Dutch fort as well, in 1868. The villages
and forts eventually merged to form Accra. Britain estab-
lished the GOLD COAST COLONY in 1874, and in 1877 the
colony’s capital was moved from CAPE COAST to Accra.

Accra’s development differed markedly from that of
other colonial port cities in Africa. Its origins resulted in
a dual African and colonial character, allowing the city to
remain the center of Ga life while still serving as a colo-
nial capital. This dual nature was perhaps reflected most
clearly by Carl REINDORF (1834-1917), a Presbyterian
minister of Danish and Ga heritage, who was an impor-
tant figure in Accra and a chronicler of the history of the
Gold Coast.

Although it had fewer than 20,000 inhabitants in
1891, by 1931 Accra had more than tripled in popula-
tion. By the 1930s the city had developed much of what
would be its present-day street plan, and growth pro-
ceeded at a rapid pace. In 1957 Accra became the capital
of the newly independent nation of Ghana. On April 15,
1958, Accra hosted the initial Conference of Independent
African States, the first pan-African conference held in an
African city.

See also: Accra (Vol. 11, 111, V); AsHANTI (Vol. 1I);
ASHANTI EMPIRE (Vol. 111, IV); Ga (Vols. 11, III).

Achebe, Chinua (1930- ) Nigerian author

Born Albert Chinualumogu Achebe in eastern NIGE-
RIA, Achebe was raised as a Christian within 1GBO cultural
surroundings. He was educated in English and attended
the Government College, in Umuahia, before going on to
University College, IBADAN, where he was a member of its
first graduating class, in 1953. While studying history
and theology at the university he became interested in in-
digenous cultures and decided to use his Igho name
rather than his Christian one.

In the 1950s Achebe worked for the Nigerian Broad-
casting Corporation. During this time he began to de-
velop a distinctive literary voice that drew upon tradi-
tional culture. The negative portrayal of Africans in Euro-
pean novels prompted Achebe to launch his own literary
career. The two books that influenced him the most in
this regard were Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad
(1857-1924), published in 1899, and Mr. Johnson by
Joyce Cary (1888-1957), published in 1939. Heart of
Darkness inspired Achebe to write, and Mr. Johnson, which
was set in the familiar surroundings of his native Nigeria,
gave Achebe a point of departure for refuting the negative
stereotypes that Carey and other European authors pre-
sented when depicting Africans.

In 1958 Achebe published THINGs FALL APART, which
earned him a global reputation as the foremost African
novelist writing in English. He conceived of it as chal-
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lenging the usual European portrayal of Africans. His
method was to utilize the LANGUAGE and literature of the
colonizer to challenge the very system of colonialism.
This was the first of a number of both fiction and nonfic-
tion books that were to make Achebe one of Africa’s lead-
ing writers of the second half of the 20th century.

See also: AcHEBE, cHINUA (Vol. V); LITERATURE IN
COLONIAL AFRICA (Vol. 1V); LITERATURE IN MODERN AFRICA
(Vol. V).

Further reading: Ezenwa-Ohaeto, Chinua Achebe: A Bi-
ography (Bloomington, Ind.: Indiana University Press, 1997).

Achimota College Model, comprehensive secondary
school located in ACCrRA, GHANA. Originally Prince of
Wales College, Achimota College was founded in 1927 by
British governor Sir Gordon Guggisberg (1869-1930).
The initial investment in the school, more than £600,000
sterling, was unusually large for launching an African
school at that time. The student body was coeducational
and consisted of both Africans and Europeans. The cur-
riculum offered general secondary EDUCATION, post-sec-
ondary technical education, and teacher training. Within
10 years of its founding Achimota was also enrolling uni-
versity students. Its student body was made up of 32 de-
gree-track students in addition to 180 secondary students,
and nearly 2,000 teacher-training students.

The piano keyboard on the Achimota College seal
symbolizes cooperation between blacks and whites.
About 30 years earlier the African-American educa-
tor Booker T. WASHINGTON (1856-1915) may have
been the first to utilize this symbol in this way.

Achimota’s first principal was the Reverend. A. G.
Fraser, a missionary from Britain. James E. K. AGGREY
(1875-1927), a Ghanaian educated in North Carolina who
had been strongly influenced by Booker T. Washington,
was appointed assistant vice principal. The government ab-
sorbed the cost of tuition but required students to pay nom-
inal school fees to enhance their respect for the education
they received. Successful students competed for scholar-
ships to study at British universities. Achimota College
moved to a separate campus in 1948 and was called the
University College of the Gold Coast. In 1957 the college’s
name was changed to the University of Ghana at Legon.

See also: EpucatiON (Vol. V).

Addis Ababa Capital and largest city in ETHIOPIA, lo-
cated on a plateau near the geographic center of the

country. Ethiopia, its history dating as far back as the
first century BCE, has had a number of capitals in the
course of its rich history. Previous capitals fell into de-
cline once the surrounding forests had been depleted for
fuel and building supplies, and the kings and their
courts moved on to more plentiful regions. Addis Ababa
proved a more permanent seat of government than its
predecessors.

In 1887 MENELIK I (1844-1913) founded Addis
Ababa (meaning “new flower” in Amharic) in the sHOA
province, where he was the ruler. In 1889, when Menelik
became Ethiopia’s emperor, he established Addis Ababa as
the national capital. The city developed around the
palace, Saint George’s Cathedral, and the central market,
known as the Arada.

Menelik’s defeat of Italian forces in the Battle of
ADOWA (1896) dispelled the threat of colonization and
led to an influx to the city of European and Asian in-
vestors, merchants, and craftsmen, many of whom had a
new respect for Menelik and Ethiopia. By 1900 the city’s
population had reached 40,000. The linking of Addis
Ababa with the French-colonial port of pjiBOUTI via rail-
way, in 1917, provided access to the sea and further solid-
ified the city’s status as Ethiopia’s political and economic
center.

When Menelik, facing a wood shortage, planned
to move the capital, the entrenched foreign popu-
lation protested. As an alternative Menelik en-
couraged the planting of eucalyptus trees in a
large-scale reforestation effort that eventually
earned the city the nickname “Eucalyptopolis.”

Ethiopia resisted colonization until 1936, when the
government of Emperor HAILE SELASSIE (1892-1975) col-
lapsed in the face of the invading Italian army. The result-
ing occupation, which lasted until 1941, had a tremendous
impact on Addis Ababa. The Italians imposed a policy of
neighborhood segregation, establishing Italian-only areas
within the city. They changed the name of the Arada to the
Piazza and converted it to a commercial district, moving
the original market to Mercato. They also drove away
many foreign proprietors, upsetting the local economy.
Despite the social disruption caused by the Italian occupa-
tion the physical base of the city was much improved by
the modern housing, roads, and other infrastructure con-
structed by Italian and Ethiopian workers during the occu-
pation. By 1965 the citys population had surpassed
440,000.

See also: ApDIS aBABA (Vol. V); aMHARA (Vol. 1V);
AMHARIC (Vols. 1, IT); ITALY AND AFRICA (Vol. IV).



Adowa, Battle of (Battle of Adwa) Decisive vic-
tory by Ethiopian forces, March 1, 1896, that led Italy to
temporarily abandon its attempt to conquer ETHIOPIA. In
1889, the same year that he proclaimed himself negus na-
gast (king of kings) of Ethiopia, MENELIK 11 (1844-1913)
entered into the Treaty of Wichele (Ucciali) with Italy. The
Italians recently had occupied the Red Sea port of Assab,
in ERITREA, where they established a colony. Menelik soon
accused the Italians of misconstruing a clause in the treaty
to claim a PROTECTORATE over Ethiopia, and in 1891 he
denounced their claims. Confident that his forces, which
he had been arming with modern weapons, were more
than a match for any Italian invasion, Menelik then de-
clared that he was ready to rid the region of the Italian
presence.

Determined to put on a display of power, in 1895 the
Italian government sent General Oreste Baratieri (1841-
1901) to Ethiopia, where he met with some early success.
Returning to Rome to a hero’s reception, Baratieri vowed
he would not only defeat the Ethiopian army, but would
bring Menelik back to Rome in a cage. Menelik, however,
had assembled a huge army of 196,000 soldiers, half of
them with state-of-the-art weapons, near the Ethiopian
town of Adowa. Baratieri was unaware of the size of the
force opposing him until a column of 1,300 askari
(Eritrean troops under Italian officers) was annihilated at
Amba Alagi by a force of 30,000 Ethiopians. Baratieri then
had his troops dig in at Adigrat, hoping to lure Menelik
into attacking the relatively secure Italian positions.
Menelik, however, could better afford to wait, for it was
his home territory. Finally, after several long months and
with his troops reduced to half their rations, Baratieri had
no other choice but to attack.

The treacherous Ethiopian terrain, which had pro-
tected Ethiopians from their enemies for centuries,
proved too much for the advancing Italian forces. Ma-
neuvering in the dark and over a difficult and unfamil-
iar landscape, it was not long before they fell into com-
plete disarray. Recognizing the plight of the opposing
forces, the Ethiopians attacked. For a time the Italian
force was able to hold them at bay. Eventually, though,
the numbers and effective armaments of the Ethiopians
proved insurmountable, and the Italians were com-
pletely defeated after having lost 289 of their officers,
2,918 European soldiers, and 2,000 askari. Others were
missing or wounded, and several hundred were taken
prisoner. Ethiopian casualties also were high, with
7,000 dead and 10,000 wounded.

News of the disastrous defeat caused an uproar in
Italy, bringing down the government in power and lead-
ing to a change in policy toward Ethiopia. That October,
with the Treaty of Addis Ababa, the Italian government
made peace with Menelik, recognizing Ethiopia’s inde-
pendence. Around the world the people of the AFrRICAN
DIASPORA celebrated the news of the Ethiopian victory,
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seeing it as a sign of power and independence on the part
of Africans and people of African descent.

A number of Europeans and askari were taken pris-
oner. Initially some 70 Italians and more than 200
askari were tortured to death before Menelik
learned what was happening and put a stop to it.
The prisoners were then marched to Menelik’s cap-
ital, ADDIS ABABA, where they were held. Eventually
the Italian government ransomed the European sol-
diers. The askari, however, met with a worse fate.
As Tigrayans from Eritrea, they were considered to
be traitors by Menelik, and they were given the tra-
ditional Ethiopian punishment for treason—the loss
of the right hand and left foot.

See also: COLONIAL CONQUEST (Vol. 1V); ITALY AND
AFRICA (Vol. IV); PARTITION (Vol. IV); RESISTANCE AND RE-
BELLION (Vol. IV).

Further readings: Haggai Ehrlich, et al., Ras Aula
and the Scramble for Africa (New Jersey: Red Sea Press,
1996); Harold G. Marcus, The Life and Times of Menelik II
(New Jersey: Red Sea Press, 1995).

Afghani, Jamal al-Din al- (Jamal al-Din Afghani)
(1838-1897) Teacher; political agitator, and developer of a
pan-Islamic philosophy

Sayyid Jamal al-Din al-Afghani was an intellectual
and activist who believed that Islam could find a middle
position between a conservative rejection of everything
Western and a liberal, blind acceptance of it. Politically
he advocated pan-Islamism, a philosophy urging all Mus-
lim nations to unite in combating European domination.
He presented and defended his reformist and modernist
view of Islam in newspaper articles, lectures, polemics,
and other writings.

As a youth al-Afghani studied at various Quranic
schools in Afghanistan, Iran, and India. He intentionally
obscured whether he was born in Iran or Afghanistan
and which of the two major sects of Islam—Shiite or
Sunni—he belonged, believing that people in the Is-
lamic world would accept or reject his ideas based on
these factors.

In 1870 al-Afghani traveled to EGYPT and taught at
al-Azhar University, in cAIRO. There he clashed with con-
servative Muslims over his reformist ideas. After leaving
al-Azhar he opened an independent academy that at-
tracted a number of young Egyptians who later became
political leaders or Islamic reformers. These included
Muhammad Abduh (1849-1905), one of the greatest
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Muslim thinkers of the late 19th century, and Sad Zaghlul
(1857-1927), the founder of the WAFD PARTY and leader
of Egypts independence struggle after World War I
(1914-18).

Al-Afghani’s opinions brought him into direct conflict
with Khedive 1sma1L (1830-1895), viceroy of Egypt under
the Ottoman Empire. Between 1870 and 1879 Khedive Is-
mail’s thinking became more Eurocentric. In addition, Is-
mails financial mismanagement had emptied the govern-
ment treasury, and he was under great pressure from Egypts
European creditors. Al-Afghani chafed at the Egyptian gov-
ernment’s commitment to secularization. He became politi-
cally active when Britain and France assumed control of
Egypt’s financial affairs. Seeking to implement a program
of political and social reforms, al-Afghani branded Khedive
Ismails spending a mismanagement of public funds. He
worked behind the scenes with Ismails son, Muhammad
Tawfiq Pasha (1852-1892), to depose Ismail. However,
once Tawfiq became khedive, he ignored the reforms and
in 1879 expelled al-Afghani from Egypt.

In 1881 al-Afghani published The Refutation of the
Materialists, a book in which he asserted the superiority of
Islam over other religions. Islam, he argued, was the reli-
gion best able to overcome materialism, which he viewed
as the enemy of religion and culture. Al-Afghani’s philoso-
phy of Islamic renewal and resistance to Western domina-
tion continues to influence Egyptian thought today.

See also: 1sLam (Vol. 11); 1SLAM, INFLUENCE OF (Vol.
IV); ISLAMIC CENTERS OF LEARNING (Vol. II); MALIKI SUNNI
DOCTRINE (Vol. III); oTTOMAN EMPIRE (Vol. III); OTTOMAN
EMPIRE AND AFRICA (Vol. IV); sH1sm (Vol. I11).

African Democratic Assembly (Rassemblement
Democratique Africain, RDA) Multi-colony, multi-
ethnic, political organization of FRENCH WEST AFRICA. In
1946, at the BaAMAKO Conference, a group of African elites
and politicians, led by Félix HOUPHOUET-BOIGNY (1905—
1993) and Ahmed Sékou TOURE (1922-1984), founded
the RDA as the first inter-territorial political organization
in Africa. The RDA called for full equality among all citi-
zens and quickly became popular in IVORY COAST,
Houphouét-Boigny’s home. Eventually the RDA estab-
lished a presence in all of French West Africa except
MAURITANIA, and it also became active in other French
African colonies such as CHAD and GABON.

Although Houphouét-Boigny claimed that the organi-
zation was not a political party, the RDA spawned associ-
ated, individual political parties in each of the constituent
territories. In GUINEA, for example, the Democratic Party of
Guinea, founded in 1947, evolved from the RDA. In addi-
tion, the RDA inspired opposition parties as the elites and
politicians struggled with the concept of colonial federa-
tion. In SENEGAL, for example, Léopold SENGHOR (1906—
2001) founded the Senegalese Democratic Bloc in 1948.

Those who followed Houphouét-Boigny supported the
concept of territorialism, also endorsed by France, which
envisioned each colony as an independent nation-state that
would bargain on its own terms with France. In contrast,
those who followed Senghor supported the concept of fed-
eration so that those colonies lacking resources (land-
locked colonies like NIGER, UPPER VOLTA [now BURKINA
FASO], and FRENCH SOUDAN [now the Republic of maL1])
would be more economically viable and thus able to nego-
tiate with France from a position of strength.

Initially the RDA was radically anti-imperialistic and
held strong ties with the French Communist Party. Al-
though the French government was wary of this associa-
tion, as well as the RDAs anti-imperialist ideology, France
accepted and encouraged the growth of political parties as
long as it felt that it could regulate them. France re-
sponded to the ideology and philosophy of the RDA by
taking measures to diffuse its strength by running opposi-
tion candidates, removing supporters from government
employment, and occasionally jailing its leaders. These
moves weakened the RDA, and France eventually per-
suaded Houphouét-Boigny to split from the more radical
RDA elements. He was also encouraged to sever the party’s
ties with the French Communists. As a result the RDA
survived and soon resumed its prominent role in French
West African politics. Houphouét-Boigny, for his part, be-
came the most influential politician in French-speaking
Africa.

See also: FRANCE AND aFRICA (Vols. 111, 1V, V); Na-
TIONALISM AND INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENTS (Vol. IV).

African diaspora The mass dispersion throughout the
world of peoples of African culture or origin. The history
of the African diaspora is tied, though not exclusively, to
the sLAVE TRADE. The Indian Ocean and trans-Saharan
slave trades, which existed centuries before their Atlantic
counterpart developed, initiated the beginnings of Afri-
can communities in the Middle East and Asia as early as
the first century BCE. By the 18th century the practice of
SLAVERY had resulted in groups of African captives on
nearly every continent. To varying degrees of success, en-
slaved Africans struggled to maintain their cultural and
ethnic identities under the immense hardships of slavery.
Through their efforts the languages, values, and traditions
of many African ethnic groups were spread throughout
the world.

The African diaspora, however, was not a one-way
phenomenon. In 1787, for example, former slaves from
Britain, Canada, and the Caribbean founded the FREE-
TOWN settlement in SIERRA LEONE, and in 1821 another
group of freed captives from the United States established
LIBERIA. These “repatriated” Africans, who themselves be-
longed to various ethnicities, developed new cultures that
blended with Western influences. The results were the



development of groups such as the kRrIO in Sierra Leone
and the Americo-Liberians in Liberia. These Africans
were highly influential in bringing Western EDUCATION,
culture, and ideas into Africa. These Western influences,
however, were not always welcome.

Members of the African diaspora had an immense
impact on African history during the colonial era. Many
of the diaspora’s leading figures of the time, such as
Edward Wilmont BLYDEN (1832-1912), Marcus GARVEY
(1887-1940), and W. E. B. pu BoIs (1868-1963) helped
fuel African nationalism and develop PAN-AFRICANISM and
NEGRITUDE. They also created movements and organiza-
tions outside of Africa, such as the BACK-TO-AFRICA MOVE-
MENTS, the Harlem Renaissance, and the Nation of Islam.

See also: COLONIALISM, INFLUENCE OF (Vol. IV);
ETHIOPIANISM (Vol. 1IV); RASTAFARIANISM (Vol. V); RECAP-
TIVES (Vol. IV); SLAVE TRADE, THE TRANSATLANTIC (Vol. III).

African National Congress (ANC) South African
political organization that led the resistance movement
against APARTHEID. Upon its inception, in 1910, the
UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA made it clear that black Africans
would not have an equal political voice. In response,
Pixley ka Isaka Seme (1882-1951) invited all Africans to
form a national organization to provide a platform for po-
litical action. As a result of Seme’s call a broad spectrum
of African leaders came together at Bloemfontein, in
1912, and founded the South African Native National
Congress (SANNC), with John L. DUBE (1871-1946) as
the organization’s first president. Though it supported
various strikes and protests during the early stages of its
existence, the nascent SANNC took a decidedly conserva-
tive approach in its struggle against the racist South
African government.

In 1914 the SANNC sent a delegation to Britain to
convey African objections to the 1913 Natives’
Land Act, which prevented Africans from buying
land outside the “Native Reserves” and forced
thousands of Africans from their homelands. The
delegation included Dube and Sol T. PLAATJE
(1876-1932), the SANNC’s first secretary-general.
Officials in Britain, however, responded to the
group’s concerns with determined apathy, and the
delegation returned to South Africa having accom-
plished little.

Many of the SANNC’s early leaders were educated in
Britain and the United States, and they believed in the
power of persuasion and the sanctity of the legislative
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process. As a result the SANNC was slow to gain a mass
following. During much of the 1920s the Industrial and
Commercial Workers Union, which fought against unfair
working conditions through effective use of strikes and
other militant actions, was more active and popular than
the SANNC. In 1923 the SANNC changed its name to the
African National Congress.

As the 1920s came to an end the ANC continued to
founder in its fight against the South African government
and in its efforts at gaining a larger base of support. As a re-
sult the organization experienced an internal rift between
moderate and militant factions. The lack of results pro-
duced by the moderates allowed the ascension of a more
radical leadership, with Josiah Gumede (1870-1947) as-
suming the ANC presidency, in 1927. Under Gumede’s
stewardship the organization began to work closely with
the Communist Party of South Africa (CPSA). However,
strong opposition to Gumede and his support for the CPSA
perpetuated the ANCs infighting and led to Gumede elec-
toral defeat at the 1930 convention.

Gumede was succeeded by Seme, who attempted to
return the ANC to a more moderate style. However, there
was still a portion of the ANC’s membership disillusioned
with this approach, and the organization was effectively
paralyzed by internal strife throughout the 1930s. In
1940 Alfred Xuma (1893-1962) became president of the
ANC. Xuma was effective in making the ANC more effi-
cient, but, like Seme, he was a moderate, and the call for
a more aggressive form of resistance soon made Xuma’s
stance obsolete.

In 1944 a group of young ANC members, unhappy
with the organization’s moderate leadership, formed the
African National Congress Youth League (ANCYL). The
group was led by Anton Lembede (1914-1947) and also
included Walter sisuLu (1912-2003), Oliver TAMBO
(1917-1993), and Nelson MANDELA (1918— ). The
ANCYL promoted African nationalism and believed that a
militant resistance, including massive strikes and protests
was the best way to achieve success in the fight against
the South African government.

The ANCYL benefited from the increasing URBANIZA-
TION that took place in South Africa during the 1940s, as
the concentration of young African males in urban areas led
to the formation of local activist organizations, whose
members were mostly favorable toward the Youth League’s
call for militancy. At the same time the ANC, which had
historically been composed of intellectuals and elites,
evolved to include more working-class Africans in its mem-
bership. By 1947 the ANC Youth League had largely taken
control of the ANC with Lembebe, Tambo, and Ashby Mda
(1916— ) sitting on the national executive committee.

During this time the ANCYL developed a model of
activism called the Progamme of Action, which endorsed
the active use of civil disobedience. In 1948 the South
African National Party (NP), running on a pro-segregation
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platform, won the national elections, ushering in the era
of apartheid. The NP’ victory rallied support for the
Program of Action. The following year James Moroko
(1891-1985) of the Youth League was elected to succeed
Xuma as ANC president, confirming the primacy of the
Youth League faction within the organization. The ANC
allowed women to join the organization beginning in
1943, and in 1948 the ANC Women’s League was formed.

The rise of the ANCYL brought other changes to the
ANC’s philosophy on activism. The new leaders believed
that the ANC could benefit by working with other ac-
tivist organizations, and they soon created a joint plan-
ning council in collaboration with heads of the South
African Indian Congress (SAIC). Emboldened by its al-
liances with other anti-apartheid groups, in 1952 the
ANC launched a defiance campaign, calling on the popu-
lation to defy apartheid laws with the hope that the re-
sulting mass arrests would overwhelm the police and
justice systems. The campaign garnered widespread sup-
port, and thousands were arrested. Though the effort
failed to bring about any legislative changes, it strength-
ened the ANC’s relationships with other activist groups
and swelled the ANC’s paid membership from under
10,000 to more than 100,000 in less than a year.

Seeking to coordinate South Africa’s various anti-
apartheid organizations, the ANC, SAIC, South African
Coloured People’s Organization, South African Congress
of Democrats (a white anti-apartheid group), and the
multiracial South African Congress of Trade Unions orga-
nized a mass meeting called the Congress of the People.
At the congress, held in 1955, the groups introduced the
FREEDOM CHARTER, an alternative to the apartheid system
based on tenets of racial equality and the equal distribu-
tion of South Africa’s land and resources. Near the end of
the congress police surrounded the meeting, took the
names of the attendees, and ordered them to leave.

The next year the government claimed that the
Freedom Charter encouraged illegal, Communist activity.
Using the 1950 Suppression of Communism Act, the gov-
ernment arrested 156 leaders of the ANC and other anti-
apartheid organizations and charged them with high
treason, a crime punishable by death. The trial lasted five
years, but all of the defendants were eventually freed.
During the trial the ANC was still active organizing strikes
and campaigning against pass laws, which controlled the
movement of black Africans throughout South Africa.

Though popular support for the ANC continued to
increase, the organization experienced an internal rift to-
ward the end of the 1950s. Some ANC members, calling
themselves Africanists, were unhappy with the policy of
cooperation with non-black organizations. Unable to rec-
oncile their views with the non-racist policies of the
ANC, the Africanists broke from the organization and
founded the PAN-AFRICANIST CONGRESS (PAC), in 1959,
with Robert SOBUKWE (1924-1978) as president.

Looking to upstage the ANC, the PAC organized an
anti-pass-law campaign to begin 10 days before a similar
ANC campaign was set to begin. In March 1960 the PAC
urged people to gather at police stations without their
passes and offer themselves for arrest. One of the larger
demonstrations occurred in the city of Sharpeville, where
more than 5,000 protesters gathered at the police station.
Toward the end of the day, in a peaceful but increasingly
tense atmosphere, police opened fire, killing at least 69 of
the demonstrators.

The Sharpeville incident marked a turning point for
the ANC, which soon was banned and had to move its
operations underground. At the same time many within
the ANC leadership came to believe that in order to
achieve political change in South Africa they would have
to accept the use of violence. This led to the formation of
the ANC’s military wing, Umkhonto we Sizwe. Mandela
was named its commander in chief and began the ANC’s
armed resistance in 1961.

See also: AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS (Vol. V):
AFRIKANERS (Vols. 1V, V); JABAVU, DAVIDSON DON TENGO
(Vol. IV); POLITICAL PARTIES AND ORGANIZATIONS (Vols. IV,
V); RESISTANCE AND REBELLION (Vol. IV); SHARPEVILLE
(Vol. V); uMKHONTO WE S1zWE (Vol. V).

Further reading: Saul Dubow, The African National
Congress (Stroud, U.K.: Sutton Publishing, 2000); Sheri-
dan Johns and R. Hunt Davis, Jr., eds., Mandela, Tambo,
and the African National Congress: The Struggle Against
Apartheid, 1948-1990: A Documentary Survey (New York:
Oxford University Press, 1991).

Afrikaans South African LANGUAGE of the AFRIKANERS,
which was developed from a dialect of Netherlandic, or
Dutch, spoken by European colonists in SOUTH AFRICA in
the late 18th century. In the 19th century Christian mis-
SIONARIES began to codify the Afrikaans language to pro-
duce religious tracts. This effort ultimately led to the
appearance, in 1859, of the Afrikaans language periodical
De Bode van Genadendal, which published literature and
accounts of church matters for black and white Chris-
tians. In 1876 a small group of white, Afrikaner national-
ists established the first Afrikaans-only newspaper, Di
Patriot, to promote the transformation of Afrikaans from
a spoken to a written language. Codification of the lan-
guage continued through 1915. Its standardization was
completed under the auspices of the Afrikaner scholars of
the Academy for Language, Literature, and Arts, which
was established for that purpose in 1909.

The standardization of Afrikaans became the cultural
core of the growing nationalist movement that arose after
the ANGLO-BOER WAR (1899-1902). In 1925 Afrikaans re-
placed Dutch to become, with English, one of South
Africa’s two official languages. The political dominance of
Afrikaans was institutionalized when the conservative,



Afrikaner-dominated Nationalist Party won a major elec-
toral victory in 1948. Because it was the language of gov-
ernment, EDUCATION, and the political elite, Afrikaans
came to represent white privilege and the statutory exclu-
sion of other races through the ongoing implementation
of APARTHEID.

See also: ArrikaaNs (Vols. 111, V); LITERATURE IN
COLONIAL AFRICA (Vol. IV); LITERATURE IN MODERN AFRICA
(Vol. V).

Afrikaner Republics (Boer Republics) Known
individually as the TRANsvAAL and the ORANGE FREE
STATE, states that emerged in the interior of SOUTH AFRICA
during the latter half of the 19th century. Beginning in
1835 AFRIKANERS, who were settlers of Dutch and mixed
European origins from the CAPE COLONY, began migrating
north of the Orange River in search of arable land and
hoping for greater independence from British coLoNiaL
RULE. Called the Great Boer Trek, the migration of Afr-
ikaner voortrekkers (pioneers) led to conflict with several
indigenous peoples, most notably the SOTHO, NDEBELE,
TSWANA, and ZULU.

Formerly called BOERs, the Afrikaner settlers formed
small states that were constituted as republics reminis-
cent of the Dutch Batavian Republic, which had briefly
ruled the Cape Colony at the beginning of the 19th cen-
tury. In 1845, however, Britain annexed NATAL, which
lead to most of the trekkers retruning to the interior
high veld. Then, in 1848, the British annexed the terri-
tory between the Orange and Vaal rivers, naming it the
Orange River Sovereignty. In 1854, after Britain with-
drew its claims to the area in the Convention of Bloem-
fontein, Afrikaner settlers declared the independence of
the Orange Free State.

During the latter half of the 1850s the republics of
the Transvaal united to form the South African Repub-
lic (SAR). But the discovery of precious minerals, first
DIAMONDS, in 1867, and then GoLD, in 1886, sparked
the interest of the British imperial officials. As a result
of this so-called MINERAL REVOLUTION the British an-
nexed the SAR in 1877. Three years later Afrikaners
rose in rebellion and inflicted a significant defeat on the
British at Majuba Hill, leading to British recognition of
the SAR’s independence, in 1881. Paul KRUGER (1825—
1904) became the republic’s new president. During this
time tensions arose between Afrikaner farmers and the
English-speaking miners and fortune seekers—perjori-
tavely called UITLANDERS.

In 1899 conflict erupted between Britain and the
Afrikaner Republics. The subsequent hard-fought ANGLO-
BOER WAR involved the large-scale use of guerrilla tactics
by Afrikaner commandos. On the British side the war in-
cluded the severe PACIFICATION of civilian populations,
primarily through the use of concentration camps. Britain
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managed to finally stamp out Afrikaner resistance, and
the Treaty of VEREENIGING, signed in May 1902, con-
cluded the war. Both the SAR and the Orange Free State
were granted self-government by 1907, and in 1910 they
were incorporated into the UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA, along
with Natal and the Cape Colony.

See also: ENGLAND AND AFricA (Vols. III, 1V, V);
JAMESON RAID (Vol. IV).

Afrikaners White South Africans, predominantly of
Dutch or Huguenot Calvinist ancestry, who speak the
LANGUAGE of AFRIKAANS and have historically held the be-
lief of white and Christian supremacy. Used to refer to the
Boer people, the term became more prevalent after the
ANGLO-BOER WAR (1899-1902).

Between 1835 and the early 1840s many BOERs of the
CAPE COLONY, though not the majority, moved farther in-
land to escape Britain’s increasing influence on the politi-
cal and social structure of the colony. Known as the
“Great Boer Trek,” the Boer migration met with deter-
mined resistance from various African tribes. Eventually,
however, the Boers established secure settlements and
founded the AFRIKANER REPUBLICS of the TRANSvAAL and
ORANGE FREE STATE.

After the Anglo-Boer War the British quickly granted
self-governing constitutions to the former Afrikaner
states, now colonies of Britain. As Britain moved to incor-
porate the colonies into a union with the CAPE cOLONY
and NATAL, Afrikaners used their political position to en-
sure their continued dominance of the African popula-
tion. Following the formation of the UNION OF souTH
AFRICA the African population for the most part remained
disenfranchised.

Unsatisfied with mere political domination, the Afri-
kaner-led union government pushed for further subjuga-
tion of the indigenous population. The Native’s Land Acts
of 1913 and 1936 confined African land ownership rights
to less than 15 percent of the country’s total land area. Fur-
ther legislation reserved skilled employment for whites,
limited African’s from living permanently in the cities, and
eventually ended the limited parliamentary representation
for non-Europeans. These and other racist policies became
the framework for the establishment of the APARTHEID sys-
tem that was formally put into effect following the 1948
election.

Afrikaner Nationalism Afrikaners achieved their
goals by dominating the political realm of the Union as
well as that of the successor Republic of SOUTH AFRICA.
From 1910 until 1994, when Nelson MANDELA (1918— )
won election, every prime minister was an Afrikaner, in-
cluding Louis BOTHA (1862-1919), Jan Christiaan SMUTS
(1870-1950), J. B. M. HERTZOG (1866-1942), and D. E
MALAN (1874-1959). In addition, Afrikaners possessed
cohesive political objectives and a sense of community
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that was lacking in their English-speaking counterparts.
Together these characteristics of the Afrikaner population
formed a strong foundation for Afrikaner nationalism.

Afrikaner nationalism was marked by its attempts
to promote the use of the Afrikaans language over En-
glish, to gain full political autonomy from Britain, to al-
leviate the relative poverty of rural Afrikaners, and to
further strengthen white supremacy. In 1914 the Na-
tional Party (NP) was founded to advance these con-
cerns, and the party grew quickly as Afrikaners became
disillusioned by Prime Minister Botha’s conciliatory re-
lationship with Britain.

During the 1920s Afrikaner nationalists supported
strikes by white LABOR UNIONs that were upset with a
movement to relax the rules on labor preferences for
whites working in the GOLD mines. In 1922 the strikers,
having seized JOHANNESBURG, took up fortified positions
and declared the establishment of the White Workers’ Re-
public. Smuts, now prime minister, quickly crushed the
rebel strikers. His victory was short-lived, however, for
much of the white labor force began to support Hertzog,
who subsequently won the 1924 election and became
prime minister.

Hertzog immediately began implementing a legisla-
tive agenda that paralleled the ideology of Afrikaner na-
tionalists. His efforts were soon stymied, as political
and economic pressures related to the Great Depression
(c. 1929-39) shifted Hertzog’s focus from promoting
Afrikaner nationalism to ensuring his reelection in
1934. To strengthen his position, Hertzog formed a
partnership with the previously defeated Smuts. The
Hertzog-Smuts partnership succeeded, and their newly
formed United Party (UP) carried the elections; Hert-
zog remained prime minister and Smuts became his
deputy prime minister. Many Afrikaners, however, were
unhappy with the alliance. Some of those disillusioned
with the UP helped form the Purified National Party,
which was led by D. E Malan.

In 1938 Malan helped organize a reenactment of
the Great Boer Trek, which was to highlight the
hardships of past Afrikaners. After the reenactment
the Voortrekker Monument was constructed out-
side PRETORIA to commemorate and glorify the sup-
posed heroic efforts of the Afrikaners and to depict
the falsely alledged perfidy of Africans.

Despite Smuts’s supposed moderate regard for Afri-
kaner nationalism, his partnership with Hertzog intro-
duced a wave of legislation that decreased the rights of
Africans. Still, the more ardent Afrikaner nationalists were

dissatisfied, and their discontent only swelled with the
events of World War II (1939-45).

As war broke out, South Africa’s leadership was split
on what action the country should take. Hertzog pre-
ferred neutrality, while Smuts favored enlisting on the
side of Britain, as South Africa had done in World War 1
(1914-18). Smuts prevailed in Parliament and once again
became prime minister. Hertzog essentially was left out of
South African political life until his death, in 1942.

Attracted by the tenets of Nazism, including its
anti-semitic and “master race” ideologies, many
Afrikaners supported alliance with Germany during
World War II. Malan and the NP worked to sup-
press some of the more extreme pro-Nazi senti-
ment and organizations, especially as the tide of
war shifted against Germany.

Afrikaner nationalists flocked to Malan and the NP,
and after the war he was in a strong position to challenge
Smuts and the UP in the 1948 elections. Running on a
platform supporting total segregation, which they called
apartheid, the NP, with the help of the unequal electoral
weight given to Afrikaner-dominated rural areas, defeated
Smuts. Malan became prime minister, and the NP took
control of the government of South Africa. Afrikaner-na-
tionalist ideology, even greater than that witnessed during
the Hertzog era, infused the country’s government.

See also: AFRIKANERS (Vol. V); GREAT BOER TREK
(Vol. 1II); KRUGER, PAUL (Vol. IV); POLITICAL PARTIES AND
ORGANIZATIONS (Vols. 1V, V).

Further readings: Herman Giliomee, The Afrikan-
ers: Biography of a People (Charlottesville, Va.: Univ. of
Virginia Press, 2003).

Aggrey, James E. Kwegyir (1875-1927) Prominent
African educator during the colonial era

James E. Kwegyir Aggrey was born in Anomabo in
the Central Region of the British GOLD COAST COLONY
(present-day GHaNA). Educated in Wesleyan Methodist
schools, he taught in Gold Coast mission schools before
going to the United States to attend Livingstone College
in Salisbury, North Carolina. He graduated with a bache-
lor’s degree, in 1902. There he met Rose Douglas, whom
he married, in 1905. In 1921 and 1924 Aggrey was the
only African on the two Phelps-Stokes Commissions on
EDUCATION in Africa. The commissions examined schools
in colonial Africa and made policy recommendations. As
a member of the two commissions, Aggrey served as an
intermediary between blacks and whites. He also pro-



vided links between education in Africa and in the south-
ern United States. In 1924 he was appointed assistant vice
principal of the newly established ACHIMOTA COLLEGE in
the Gold Coast. In 1927 Aggrey was in New York City
writing his doctoral dissertation at Columbia University
when he became ill and died suddenly. His wife returned
to Salisbury, where she subsequently became a school
principal.

agriculture At the middle of the 19th century the vast
majority of Africans lived in rural areas and supported
themselves through agriculture. Thus they were living as
their ancestors had lived for many centuries or, in some
parts of the continent, for millennia. Agricultural prac-
tices had not been unchanging in the past. Indeed, the
“American food complex” of crops such as maize (corn),
GROUNDNUTS (peanuts), and cassava had been spreading
throughout large areas as major crops of the continent
since about the beginning of the 16th century. Nor was
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agriculture simply for subsistence purposes, for Africans
had long been trading surpluses of what they raised for
other foodstuffs or for items produced by craftspeople in
another village. These trade items included iron axes and
hoes, salt, baskets, and cloth, among other things. Even
so, until the 19th century most agriculture involved pro-
ducing long-familiar crops and raising familiar animal
breeds for consumption at the local level.

By 1850 long-standing patterns of agriculture were
already beginning to change in many parts of the conti-
nent. This change centered on the large-scale production
of cAsH crops for external markets. This was later to be-
come a principal feature of African agriculture during the
colonial period and afterward. European INDUSTRIALIZA-
TION had created a market for agricultural commodities
from the tropics, especially oil crops such as groundnuts
and PALM OIL. African producers, mostly in West Africa, re-
sponded by producing crops designated for consumption
outside the continent. For example, British imports of
palm oil, which amounted to 1,000 tons in 1810, reached

Trying to fight off swarms of locusts, these South African agricultural laborers headed out to protect crops with insecticide. Photo taken c. 1935.
© Wide World
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30,000 tons in 1953. The income generated from the
sale of palm oil often went toward the purchase of im-
ported European manufactured goods. In this way parts
of Africa were beginning to become dependent upon
world trade.

While West Africa was becoming increasingly en-
gaged in producing cash crops prior to COLONIAL RULE,
two areas of the continent were undergoing changes in
agricultural practices due to the presence of European
SETTLERS. These were SOUTH AFRICA, where Europeans
had begun to settle and farm in the last half of the 17th
century, and ALGERIA, where Europeans started settling by
the 1820s. By the 1850s white farmers were becoming in-
creasingly well established and were growing crops for
European-style diets. The local population, with its land
no longer used for traditional purposes, was reduced to
working on white-owned farms for wages and had to
fight for the right to work small garden areas and graze a
few animals.

By the 1930s wine produced on white-owned farms
in Algeria accounted for more than half of the
colony’s expORTs. Over the first half of the 20th
century these farms were becoming increasingly
mechanized. The result was a sharp decline in in-
digenous Algerian sharecroppers on whom the
white landowners had at first depended for farm
LABOR. By 1954 there were only 60,000 sharecrop-
pers left from the 350,000 or so at the beginning of
the century.

With the onset of colonial rule, cash-crop-commod-
ity production for both export and settler farming ex-
panded dramatically. Also, a new feature of the colonial
ECONOMY emerged: the foreign-owned plantation. While
groundnuts and palm oil produced by African farmers
met local FOOD needs, RUBBER, sisal, and palm oil for ex-
port were increasingly grown on large, industrialized
plantations. The huge Firestone rubber plantation in
LIBERIA Was a prime example.

African farmers also increasingly produced new
crops strictly for export, including cocoa, COFFEE, and
COTTON. Prior to World War II (1939-45), cash crops,
whether grown by African peasant farmers, large-scale
white commercial farmers, or European-owned planta-
tions, constituted the core of African colonial economies.

Colonial governments therefore encouraged this pro-
duction and engaged in agricultural research to improve
the output of such crops. FOOD CROPS, on the other hand,
were neglected. The agricultural labor force often was di-
verted to cash-crop production. In some areas, such as the

cocoa-producing regions of GHANA, this encouraged the
cultivation of food crops in neighboring areas for sale to
the workers on the cocoa farms. In many of the cotton-
producing areas, however, the intensive labor demands of
the crop led to a lack of sufficient labor for food crops.
Severe food shortages often resulted. Nor did the economy
promote the production of African food crops such as
sorghum, yams, millet, and cassava for marketing to the
growing urban areas. Colonial governments did support
European farmers in producing crops for markets within
Africa. An example is the South African government’s sup-
port of the large-scale farming of maize for the South
African cities. Conversely, there was a near total neglect of
food crops grown by Africans for market. Instead the gov-
ernments viewed African food-crop production as subsis-
tence agriculture.

After World War 11 Africa underwent a dramatic popu-
lation growth. Between 1900 and 1950 the population was
growing at an already substantial annual rate of 1.2 per-
cent. Then, in the 1950s alone, it grew by another 30 per-
cent. The colonial emphasis on the production of export
agricultural economies at the expense of food-crop pro-
duction left Africa ill-prepared to increase or even sustain
existing per-capita food production. This altered paradigm
of African agriculture became another colonial legacy
that burdened the newly independent African countries.

See also: AGricULTURE (Vols. 1, 11, 111, V); COLONIAL-
ISM, INFLUENCE OF (Vol. 1V).

Ahmadu Séku (Ahmadu Sefu, Ahmadu ibn
Umar Tal) (d. 1898) Head of the Tukulor empire

Ahmadu Séku was the son of a HAUSA-slave mother
and the Islamic reformist UMAR TAL (1794-1864), who
led the jiHAD that established the TUKULOR EMPIRE in the
region of the Upper Senegal and Upper Niger Rivers in
the 1850s. Umar Tal had resisted French colonial military
expansion, but by the late 1850s the two sides established
a cease-fire. Internal rebellions threatened Umar Tals
rule, and it was in an attempt to suppress one such rebel-
lion, in Macina, that he was killed, in 1864.

His son, Ahmadu—one of 50 children that Umar Tal
fathered—finally assumed his father’s position after a bit-
ter succession dispute. Ahmadu inherited two of the
principal problems that had faced Umar as the leader of
the Tukulor empire. First he had to struggle incessantly
to suppress internal rebellions, and second, starting in
the 1870s, he had to face a resurgence of French colonial
ambition in the West African interior. Out of necessity,
in 1887 Ahmadu’s Tukulor empire and France formed a
temporary alliance against common African opponents.
Within two years, however, the French had resumed
their COLONIAL CONQUEST of former Tukulor territories,
folding them into the interior portions of FRENCH WEST
AFRICA. Ahmadu resisted, but the French were too pow-



erful, and by 1893 they had overwhelmed his forces.
After staying on the move for a couple of years, Ahmadu
settled in the SOKOTO CALIPHATE, his mother’s homeland,
where he died, in 1898.

See also: FRANCE AND AFRICA (Vols. 111, IV, V); ISLAM,
INFLUENCE OF (Vols. II, II1, TV, V); macINA (Vol. III).

Further reading: A. S. Kanya-Forstner, The Conquest
of the Western Sudan: a Study in French Military Imperialism
(London: Cambridge U.P, 1969); B. O. Oloruntimehin,
The Segu Tukulor Empire (London: Longman, 1972).

Akan West African linguistic and ethnic group, located
mostly in southern GHANA and IVORY COAST. Akan is part
of the Kwa group of Niger-Congo languages. The Akan
people are made up of several main dialect groups: the
Ashanti, Fante, Akuapem, Akwamu, Akyem, Brong, and
several others. In 1960 nearly 40 percent of the popula-
tion of Ghana spoke a dialect of Akan, and it remains the
most important LANGUAGE of the region. Akan is the lan-
guage of the Ashanti religion, which is still actively prac-
ticed in Ghana.

Akan was the language of the Fante coastal peoples,
who were among the first to experience direct COLONIAL
RULE in West Africa. Akan was also the language of the
ASHANTI EMPIRE, which flourished from the 17th century
until the British, after a long and intense struggle, an-
nexed it in 1895 as part of the GOLD COAST COLONY.

See also: akan (Vols. 1, 11, 1I1); akyEM (Vol. 11, 11I);
ASHANTI (Vol. 11); FANTE (Vols. 11, I11); LANGUAGE FAMILIES
(Vol. 1.

Alexandria Port city on the Mediterranean Sea and
second largest city in present-day EGYPT. The rich and
diverse history of Alexandria extends back to the found-
ing of the city by the Macedonian king, Alexander the
Great (356-323 BCE), in 332 BCE. In addition to being a
major port, the city became known as a cultural and Ep-
UCATION center, and immigrants from many nations gave
it an international feel. Symbols of culture and wealth
were constructed, including the immense Alexandria li-
brary and the Pharos lighthouse, which by the second
century CE was considered one of the Seven Wonders of
the Ancient World.

After enjoying a reputation as one of Egypt’s most
important cities, Alexandria began a period of decline
in 968, when conquering Arabs moved Egypt’s capital to
CAIRO. In 1517 Alexandria became part of the Ottoman
Empire. By the time Napoleon Bonaparte (1769-1821)
arrived to take the city in 1798, Alexandria had fallen
from being the world’s second-largest city to little more
than a fishing village of approximately 5,000 inhabi-
tants. The arrival of Napoleon’s forces, however, marked
a reintroduction of Egypt to the European world.

Algeria 15

By 1805 Muhammad Ali (1769-1849) took control
of Egypt as the Ottoman Empire’s appointed pasha.
Under this Albanian-born officer Alexandria’s importance
was revived. The opening of two waterways—the Mah-
mudiyya Canal, linking Alexandria to the Nile River, in
1820, and the SUEZ CANAL, in 1869—increased the port
traffic. By 1881 there was a movement among citizens for
Egyptian leadership of the city. Britain, which had been
increasingly influential in Egypt, put down the move-
ment and by the end of 1882 had assumed control of the
country. At the beginning of the 20th century Alexan-
dria’s population stood at about 320,000, more than five
times what it had been a half-century earlier. By this time
the city had assumed strategic importance to Britain, as it
served as the main naval base in the region during World
War I (1914-18) and World War II (1939-45).

In 1957, after the Suez-Sinai War of 1956 (one of the
ARAB-ISRAELI WARS), an anti-Western sentiment mounted
and led to the forced exile of all French and British from
Alexandria. By this time there were more than 1.5 million
people living in Alexandria. Since then the city has em-
braced its Egyptian identity in place of its former interna-
tional profile.

See also: ALEXANDER THE GREAT (Vol. I); AraBs (Vol.
II); ARABS, INFLUENCE OF (Vols. II, III); ENGLAND AND
AFRICA (Vols. 111, IV, V); MACEDONIA (Vol. I); MEDITER-
RANEAN SEA (Vols. I, II); NILE RIVER (Vol. I); OTTOMAN EM-
PIRE AND AFRICA (Vol. 1V); UrBaNizaTiON (Vols. 1V, V);
URBAN LIFE AND CULTURE (Vols. IV, V); WORLD WAR 1 AND
AFRICA (Vol. IV); WORLD WAR II AND AFRICA (Vol. IV).

Further reading: Michael J. Reimer, Colonial Bridge-
head: Government and Society in Alexandria, 1807-1882
(Boulder, Colo.: Westview Press, 1997).

Algeria North African country covering about 919,600
square miles (2,381,800 sq km) and bordered by the
Mediterranean Sea and the present-day countries of mMo-
ROCCO, WESTERN SAHARA, MAURITANIA, MALI, NIGER, LIBYA,
and TUNISIA.

Once part of the Berber Almoravid and Almohad em-
pires in the 13th century and earlier, Algeria was the first
country of the MAGHRIB to be ruled by the Ottoman Em-
pire. In 1830 France conquered Algeria as part of its cam-
paign to rid the Mediterranean of North African sea-
borne raiders known as corsairs. By 1837 the last provin-
cial governor appointed by the Ottoman Empire had sur-
rendered to the French. As soon as they were fully in
control, France opened the country to European SET-
TLERS, and by 1840 there were approximately 100,000 Eu-
ropeans living in Algeria.

In an effort to consolidate their control over the coun-
try, the French attacked the Berber-speaking peoples living
in the mountainous region known as the Kabylia. The
major resistance was led by Abd al-Qadir (1808-1883),
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who, after 15 years of opposing the French, finally surren-
dered, in 1847, and was exiled to Damascus, Syria. The
majority of the indigenous people living in and farming
the land taken over by the French were Muslim BERBERS
and Arabs. Although they had not completely secured the
southern boundaries of Algeria, the French stepped up
their efforts to colonize the coastal region with its temper-
ate climate, good rainfall, and rich soil. They gave grants
of colonial land to French veterans as well as to Italians,
Spaniards, Maltese, and Germans. Taxes paid by the in-
digenous Muslim population financed the colony of set-
tlers, or colons, as they came to be known. By 1848 there
were approximately 105,000 colons, whose primary occu-
pation was farming COTTON, roses, tobacco, and grapes
for wine.

Around 1850 the indigenous Muslim population suf-
fered greatly from the loss of their fertile lands to colons
and from plagues of locusts and disease that descended
on the region. In 1852 Napoleon III (1808-1873) tried to
reverse the colons’ attempts to colonize the Berbers. For
this he became in some ways the figure to whom the in-
digenous population looked for protection against colons’
claims on their land.

During the Franco-Prussian War (1870-71) the
Kabylia Berbers rebelled, led by the son of Abd al-Qadir.
France brutally suppressed the revolt and gave the most
fertile land in the Kabylia to new European settlers. When
Napoleon III fell from power, in 1870, the European set-
tlers exerted even greater influence in the region. Begin-
ning in 1874 the French imposed the indigénat, a legal
code for the indigenous Algerian population. The code al-
lowed the government to accuse Muslims of a long list of
illegal acts and then punish them with imprisonment or
the confiscation of their property. In 1879 France adminis-
tratively incorporated Algeria so that the Europeans living
there could receive full French citizenship. Although ad-
ministered by a governor-general, Algeria was reorganized
into three French departments, or states, in which colons
had the right to elect a municipal government and send
deputies to the French National Assembly. While the Eu-
ropeans were considered citizens, the Muslims were con-
sidered French subjects, thereby leaving them without the
right to assemble, carry weapons, or move about within
the country without permission. By 1880 the colons num-
bered about 375,000, but they successfully manipulated
the local government and the French Assembly to main-
tain their advantage over local Muslims, who numbered
about 3 million.

By the beginning of the 20th century European
Algeria enjoyed the benefits of political and economic au-
tonomy and had begun modernizing its infrastructure.
Muslim Algerians, however, received little benefit from
this modernization and continued to be burdened by
poverty. The French National Assembly attempted to re-
ward Algerian participation and support in World War 1

(1914-19) by offering French citizenship to Muslims if
they would abandon Muslim law. The National Assembly
hoped to increase Muslim representation in local govern-
ment and give more property owners and veterans the
right to vote. European Algerians, however, thwarted these
efforts and retained political power.

The 1920s saw the rise of nationalism among Mus-
lims who, because they had attended French-Arab
schools in Algeria or had been educated in France, were
more secular in their outlook and thinking. Seeking full
citizenship rights as early as 1912, these nationalists had
organized themselves under the name of the Party of
Young Algeria. The “Young Algerians,” as they were
known, were led by Ferhat aBBas (1899-1985), among
others. They sought assimilation with France and equal-
ity of Europeans and Muslims.

In 1931 Ferhat Abbas published De la colonie vers
la province: le jeune Algérien (From a colony to-
ward a province: The young Algerian), a collection
of articles by Algerian nationalists that made a case
for citizenship in a province of France.

Another source of anticolonial resistance was Messali
Hadj (1898-1974) and the French Communist party,
which in 1926 founded L'Etoile Nord Africaine (The Star
of North Africa) movement. It called for full indepen-
dence from France and for a Muslim-controlled state.

A third reform movement, created after World War 1
in the rural areas of Algeria, was based on a common de-
sire among many Muslims to resist further assimilation
into French culture. This movement worked through
Islamic NEWSPAPERS, publications, and EDUCATION to recre-
ate an Arab cultural identity and to emphasize a return to
the centrality of the Quran (the Muslim holy book) and
the Hadith (the traditions of the Prophet Muhammad) . In
1931 one of the primary leaders of this movement, the re-
ligious scholar Abd al ben Badis (1889-1940), founded
the Association of Muslims of Algeria. It sought to sup-
port his mission of combating assimilation and resisting
French efforts to divide Arabs and Berbers. In response
European Algerians banded together under a nationalist
banner of being pieds noirs (descendants of the pioneer
settlers) and dedicated themselves to the protection of
white privilege.

Following the fall of France to Germany (1940) in
World War 11 (1939-45), the pro-Nazi Vichy govern-
ment controlled Algeria. Beginning in 1942, however, Al-
geria was the North African headquarters of the Allied
forces. In 1944 General Charles DE GAULLE (1890-1970),
the Free French leader, announced that French citizen-



ship was being extended to thousands of indigenous Al-
gerians regardless of their religion. This gave Muslims
access to all civilian and military occupations, and their
representation in the local assemblies increased from
one-third to two-fifths.

In the aftermath of war an economic crisis spurred
the inhabitants of the towns of Sétif and Guelma to revolt
under the banner of “Down with fascism and colonial-
ism.” The ensuing clash left, at a conservative estimate,
6,000 indigenous Algerian Muslims dead at the hands of
the French colonial police. This so-called Sétif Massacre
served to strengthen the resolve of the Algerian national-
ists. Responding to growing anti-French sentiment the
French National Assembly passed the Algerian Statute, in
1947. This created an appearance of equality between
European and Muslim citizens by establishing a parlia-
mentary assembly consisting of two elected assemblies,
one for the European Algerians and one for the Algerian
Muslims. The statute gave official recognition to the
Berber and Arabic languages and to Islamic religious in-
terests. While the subsequent elections for the Europeans
appeared to be free and fair, the French government ma-
nipulated the Muslim elections by excluding major
Muslim parties and postponing political reforms. In 1948
revolutionary fighters founded the Organisation Sécrete
(Secret Organization). Along with Ahmed BEN BELLA
(1918— ), they plotted the violent overthrow of coLo-
NIAL RULE, financing the campaign by robbing 3 million
francs from the Bank of Oran.

By 1954 the indigenous Algerian Muslim population
felt that it had nothing to lose. Half of their 8.7 million
people were under the age of 20. Two-thirds were the
rural poor practicing subsistence farming on lands that
were steadily declining in productivity and acreage.
Another million were the urban unemployed or under-
employed. Illiteracy among Muslims was around 90 per-
cent, and few had access to higher education. In light of
this, exiled Algerians founded the NATIONAL LIBERATION
FRONT (Front de Libération Nationale, FLN). The organi-
zations founding fathers came from Algerias working
classes and its peasants.

The FLN started its guerrilla activities in rural
areas. France responded by placing a standing army of
400,000 men in Algeria. Public fear became the weapon
of both sides, and each side committed atrocities. In an
effort to restrict the movement of Muslim fighters and
materials, the French constructed electrified barriers
along Algeria’s borders with Morocco and Tunisia. By
1956 the fighting spread to the urban area, and by 1958
the French government was under pressure to resolve
the conflict. European Algerians and the French mili-
tary, however, subverted French civilian authority. The
prolonged war in Algeria, along with the humiliating
defeat of French troops, in 1954, at the Battle of Dien
Bien Phu in Indochina (present-day Vietnam), con-
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tributed to the fall of the Fourth French Republic
(1947-59). Charles de Gaulle returned to power and
formed the Fifth Republic.

In 1959 de Gaulle decided to allow Algerians the
right to self-determination and held a referendum by
which Algerians could choose among three alternatives:
independence, continued association with France, or as-
similation. Independence was the road chosen, and, in
1959, Ferhat Abbas became the leader of the Provisional
Government of the Algerian Republic. The French gov-
ernment began direct negotiations with the FLN in 1960,
and that same year the colons and dissident elements in
the French military rose in rebellion and seized ALGIERS,
the capital. The rebellion failed, however, in its goal of
keeping Algeria French because most in France now
wanted the country to shed what had becom known as
the “Algerian problem.”

In 1962 France formally recognized Algeria’s
sovereignty. In the end the cost of this independence was
tremendous. Hundreds of thousands of people—perhaps
as much as 10 percent of Algeria’s population—had been
killed or wounded in the long years of unrelenting war-
fare. At independence nearly the entire COLON commu-
nity left the country. This set the stage for a new era in
Algeria’s history, an era as momentous as that which
began in 1830, the year of the original French invasion
that led to the colonization of the country.

See also: ALGERIA (Vols. 1, 11, 111, V); ALGIERS, BATTLE
OF (Vol. 1IV); COLONIAL CONQUEST (Vol. 1V); 1sLam (Vol.
I1I); 1SLAM, INFLUENCE OF (Vols. 1II, III, IV, V); NATIONAL-
ISM AND INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENTS (Vol. IV).

Further reading: Abder-Rahmane Derradji, A Con-
cise History of Political Violence in Algeria, 1954—2000:
Brothers in Faith, Enemies in Arms (Lewiston, N.Y.: E.
Mellen Press, 2002); Jonathan K. Gosnell, The Politics of
Frenchness in Colonial Algeria, 1930-1954 (Rochester, N.Y.:
University of Rochester Press, 2002); Alistair Horne, A
Savage War of Peace: Algeria 1954-1962 (New York: Viking
Press, 1978); Benjamin Stora, Algeria 1830-2000: A Short
History (Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press, 2001).

Algiers Capital and port city located on the Mediter-
ranean coast of ALGERIA. Beginning with the French con-
quest of the city, in 1830, many European SETTLERS from
France, Italy, Malta, and Germany came to occupy Algiers
and the surrounding territory. Protected by French mili-
tary might, these settlers, called colons, took the best land
and displaced the native-born Muslim Algerians, clearing
the way for Algiers to become a center of French colonial
power in North Africa.

During the early 20th century native Algerians tried
to regain some of the political power that the French had
stripped from them during the long years of occupation.
Their efforts were thwarted, however, by the onset of
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World War II (1939-45). While France was occupied by
German forces from 1942 to 1944, Algiers served as the
North African center for the Free French government of
General Charles DE GAULLE (1890-1970). As the war pro-
gressed the city became the headquarters for all of the
Allied forces in North Africa.

At the end of the war native Algerians once again
called for more autonomy in the region. Increasing fric-
tion and violence finally led to a widespread anti-French
uprising, in 1954. Principally supported by the NATIONAL
LIBERATION FRONT (Front de Libération Nationale, FLN),
the fighting quickly spread from the countryside to the
coastal cities such as Algiers, where the majority of the
Europeans lived.

In late 1957 civil unrest within Algiers itself led to
French military action in what became known as the BAT-
TLE OF ALGIERS. This prolonged conflict played out in the
streets between French troops and townspeople, mainly
in the older, Muslim parts of the city. By 1958, in light of
mounting anti-French sentiment, the European popula-
tion of Algiers also rose in revolt. Fearing that France
would grant Algeria its independence, the colons de-
manded that Algeria remain united to France. The revolt
of the colons contributed to the toppling of the Fourth
French Republic (1947-59) and brought Charles de
Gaulle and the Fifth Republic to power. Algeria went on
to win its independence, in 1962, with Algiers becoming
its capital.

See also: ALGIERS (Vols. 111, V); coLON (Vol. IV).

Further reading: Zeynep Celik, Urban Forms and
Colonial Confrontations: Algiers under French Rule (Berke-
ley, Calif.: University of California Press, 1997).

Algiers, Battle of (1957) Prolonged battle in the
capital of ALGERIA that came to symbolize the violence
and ruthlessness of the Algerian struggle for indepen-
dence from France. In December 1956 Muslim Algerians
assassinated Amédée Froger (1881-1956), president of
the federation of mayors of Algeria and spokesperson for
the community of European SETTLERS known as colons.
This killing was yet another incident in the prolonged
and violent Algerian war for independence. Infuriated
members of the settler community retaliated by attack-
ing Muslims in a brutal outbreak of Arab-bashing that
led to several Muslim deaths. The governor-general of
Algeria, Robert Lacoste (1898-1989), reacted by using
the “special power” recently granted his government to
call up the French army’s 10th Paratrooper Division
under General Jacques Massu (1908-2002). Massu was
given orders to terminate all Muslim Arab resistance to
French authority.

On January 7, 1957, 8,000 paratroopers moved into
the city, beginning the Battle of Algiers. Throughout Jan-
uary explosions rocked the city, spreading panic among its

inhabitants. On January 28 the leadership of the Na-
TIONAL LIBERATION FRONT (Front de Libération Na-
tionale, FLN) called for an eight-day general strike. The
FLN, which was spearheading Muslim nationalist resis-
tance, sought to close down all business in ALGIERS and
throughout Algeria. Using wartime strategies to break
the strike, the army divided Algiers into sectors of 5,000
inhabitants and treated them as though they were an op-
posing army. Although the FLN fought back fiercely, the
French army dismantled the FLN’s “autonomous zone
of Algiers” that was centered primarily in the Casbah,
which included the older, Muslim parts of the city. Mak-
ing a large number of arrests, the army systematically
put people in concentration camps for processing, used
torture to gain information, and drove the FLN fighters
out of the city. A lasting victory over the FLN proved
elusive, however, and in 1962 France recognized the in-
dependence of Algeria.

In 1966 director Gillo Pontecorvo released his film
The Battle of Algiers. It received critical acclaim
and important awards. Pontecorvo utilized a
“newsreel” style of filming to enable his audience
to identify with the struggle of an entire people
rather than an individual protagonist.

See also: coLoN (Vol. IV); FRANCE AND AFRICA (Vol.
IV); RESISTANCE AND REBELLION (Vol IV).

Further reading: Martin S. Alexander, France and
the Algerian War, 1954-1962 (London: Frank Cass Pub-
lishers, 2002); Alistair Horne, A Savage War of Peace: Alge-
ria 1954-1962 (New York: Viking Press, 1978); Piernico
Solinas, ed., Gillo Pontecorvos “The Battle of Algiers” (New
York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1973).

Ali, Duse Muhammad (1866-1945) Egyptian-born
journalist and pan-Africanist

Born in 1866 to an Egyptian father and Sudanese
mother, Duse Muhammad Ali spent his early childhood
years in ALEXANDRIA. About 1875 Ali’s father, an army of-
ficer, sent him to England in the hopes that he would be-
come a surgeon. By 1882, however, Ali was on his own, a
result of his father’s death and the flight of his mother
and sisters to the Sudan. Instead of medicine, Ali studied
history. Then, rather than become a teacher, he began a
career as an actor and playwright, touring with several
different theater companies.

Despite his years in London, Ali became interested in
not only Egyptian nationalism, but also PAN-AFRICANISM.
His first book, In the Land of the Pharaohs, published in



1911, was considered a major statement of the Egyptian
nationalist cause, and it led to Ali’s participation in the
First Universal Races Congress held in London that same
year. The following year Ali founded The African Times
and Orient Review, a journal that Ali declared to be dedi-
cated to “the interests of the Coloured races of the
World.” The Review, which was published at various times
as a monthly and a weekly, became a major platform for
the ideas and ideology of pan-Africanism.

During this period Ali met the noted pan-Africanist
Marcus GARVEY (1887-1940), who worked for The Review
for a time. Ali, in turn, helped edit Garvey’s newspaper,
Negro World, while visiting New York.

During the early 1930s Ali moved to LAGOs, the capi-
tal of the British colony of NIGERIA, where he worked for
the Nigerian Daily Times and the Nigerian Daily Tele-
graph. In 1932 he launched a weekly newspaper, the
Comet, as a vehicle for promoting Nigerian nationalism.
Shortly before his death, in 1944, Ali chaired the inaugu-
ral meeting of Nigeria’s first nationalist political party, the
National Council of Nigeria and the Cameroons.

See also: NATIONALISM AND INDEPENDENCE MOVE-
MENTS (Vol. IV); NEWSPAPERs (Vol. 1V).

Alliance High School (1926~ ) Premier institu-
tion of secondary EDUCATION and the first secondary
school in KENYA to provide a high-school curriculum to
both male and female African students. In 1926 the Eu-
ropean Alliance of Protestant Missions, in cooperation
with the colonial government, founded Alliance High
School in a town near the capital city of NAIROBI. Much
of the money for building the initial facility came from
funds that Africans had collected in memory of African
soldiers who had died in World War I. The school
opened with an all-male student body numbering 27.
Women were admitted from 1938 until 1951, then, in
1948, a separate Alliance High School for Girls was
opened nearby

Following a missionary heritage, Alliance High School
provided an education in a Christian setting. Its students
were the brightest and most promising young people
from all over Kenya. They underwent a rigorous course
of study that stressed service to the community and the
nation, as stated in the school motto, “Strong to Serve.”
Graduates of Alliance High School became prominent in
fields such as teaching, politics, law, architecture, engi-
neering, and medicine.

From early on European missionaries dominated the
school’s teaching and administrative posts. The first
African teacher was Eliud Mathu (d. 2002), who in 1944
became the first African member of Kenya’s Legislative
Council. In 1974 the school named its first African head-
master, Jackson M. Githaiga, and Africans have led the
school ever since.
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Amhara One of the major ethnic groups of modern-day
ETHIOPIA that historically has exerted great influence over
Ethiopian culture; also the name for the region covering
approximately 171,000 square miles (442,890 sq km) in
northwestern and north-central Ethiopia.

Under the restored Solomonic dynasty, which ruled
Ethiopia from 1270 to 1974, all but one of Ethiopia’s em-
perors came from among the Amhara. Historically Amha-
rans also had made up the core membership of the
ETHIOPIAN ORTHDOX CHURCH. In 1889 MENELIK 11 (1844—
1913), who was from the southern Amhara border king-
dom of sHOA, became the Ethiopian emperor. Before be-
coming emperor, Menelik, as king of Shoa, expanded
Amhara cultural and political dominance southward, es-
tablishing control over many OROMO areas.

As emperor, Menelik brought Amhara to even greater
cultural prominence in an expanded Ethiopian empire. This
dominance, however, stirred resentment among Tigrayans,
especially since TIGRAY lay at the heart of the ancient city
Aksum, out of which Ethiopia had emerged. Tigrayans also
vividly remembered that the emperor preceding Menelik,
YOHANNES 1V (c. 1831-1889), was from Tigray.

Menelik’s reign, which ended with his death, in 1913,
was followed by a period when various princes from
throughout Ethiopia fought to become the next emperor.
Finally, in the mid-1920s, the Amharic-speaking Ras Tafari
(1892-1975) consolidated his power and positioned him-
self to become Emperor HAILE SELASSIE. While under the
brief Italian occupation prior to World War II (1939-45),
the colonial administration tended to favor non-Amhara
peoples of Ethiopia—Oromo, Tigrayans, and Somali Mus-
lims—over the Amhara. With the restoration of Haile Se-
lassie to the throne in 1941, however, the Amhara resumed
their accustomed position of running the Ethiopian state.
As the country modernized and the EDUCATION system
expanded, LITERACY grew to unprecedented levels. Con-
sequently, Amharic, as the official LANGUAGE of Ethiopian
government, commerce, and education, grew in status
vis-a-vis the country’s other languages.

The overthrow of Haile Selassie’s government in
1974 and the subsequent Marxist regime ended the
control of the Amhara nobility over national life.
In 1989 Ambharic lost its status as the official na-
tional language.

Amhara cultural dominance played an important part
in the independence wars of neighboring ERITREA as well.
In 1955 Ambharic speaker Biteweded Asfaha Woldemikael
(1914— ) was made the chief executive of Eritrea, and
his decision to change the official language of the Er-
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itrean government from Italian to Ambharic, replacing
Tigrinya and Arabic, inflamed Eritrean ethnic rivalries
that persisted through the rest of the century.

See also: amHARA (Vols. 1, 111); amMHARIC (Vols. 1, 11);
ITALO-ETHIOPIAN WAR (Vol. IV).

ANC See AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS.

Anglo-American Corporation Giant MINING com-
pany that had an enormous impact on the economy of
SOUTH AFRICA. In 1917 the Anglo-American Corporation of
South Africa was established by Sir Ernest Oppenheimer
(1880-1957). It was originally founded as a mining firm to
exploit the rich GoLp deposits of the eastern WITWATER-
SRAND, a ridge to the east of JOHANNESBURG. The capital
needed to start up the Anglo-American Corporation (AAC)
was raised mainly in Britain and the United States, thus ac-
counting for the company’s name. In South Africa the AAC
stood as the dominant player in the country’s lucrative DIA-
MOND industry during the 1920s, becoming a major share-
holder in DE BEERS CONSOLIDATED MINES, LTD., which
remained a separate legal entity despite Oppenheimer’s be-
coming its chairman in 1929. In time the AAC also became
a force in the coal-mining, platinum-mining, and chemical
industries and was also instrumental in developing the cop-
PER-mining industry in the COPPERBELT region of southern
Central Africa. Upon Oppenheimer’s death his son, Harry
Oppenheimer (1908-2000), like his father a member of
South Africa’s Parliament, took control of the AAC.

In the context of South African politics the
Oppenheimers were liberals and opposed the strict
enforcement of APARTHEID. Opposition groups re-
ceived funds from the Oppenheimers to challenge
the ruling National Party, which was committed to
a policy of white supremacy.

The AAC remains South Africa’s largest company and
one of the biggest mining and natural resource companies
in the world. It is listed on both the Johannesburg and
London stock exchanges.

See also: MINERALS AND METALS (Vols. 1V, V); MULTI-
NATIONAL CORPORATIONS (Vol. V).

Anglo-Ashanti Wars Series of armed conflicts be-
tween Britain and the ASHANTI EMPIRE that took place
over most of the 19th century. Around the beginning of
the 19th century the coastal trade of the Ashanti Empire,

in present-day GHANA, was threatened by the commercial
activities of British merchants and expeditionary forces.
Some Africans, however, especially those on the coast,
saw the British as potential allies whose military backing
would allow them to strike a significant blow against the
powerful Ashanti. The local rivalries grew from the
Ashanti practice of raiding neighboring kingdoms to take
prisoners, which would later be traded for European
goods or forced to work the Ashanti GoLp fields. By 1824
the Ashanti felt it necessary to expel their enemies from
their territory, so they sent an army of an estimated
10,000 warriors to rout a smaller force made up of
British, Fante, and Denkyira soldiers.

After the Ashanti victory over the British in 1824
the empire’s leaders sent a message to any foreign-
ers who might have designs on their territory, dis-
playing the head of defeated British governor
Charles MacCarthy (1769-1824) at the Ashanti
capital of KumaAsI.

In 1826 the British and their allies avenged their
1824 loss by defeating the Ashanti army at the Battle of
Kantamanto, effectively putting an end to the first Anglo-
Ashanti war. Following the war the Ashanti established
peace with Britain and acknowledged the independence
of other coastal peoples, including the Fante and Akyem.
Because of their heavy losses the British reduced their
military presence in the region and an extended period of
relative peace followed.

In 1872 Britain bought the remaining Dutch forts
along the Gold Coast, leaving it as the only European
power in the region. Within a year violence erupted again.
As the British moved inland toward Kumasi, Ashanti forces
moved toward the coast to confront them. Although the
skilled Ashanti bowmen, musketeers, and spearmen fought
well, they could not repel the British forces, who were
equipped with breech-loading rifles and artillery. In the end
the British burned and looted Kumasi and forced the
Ashanti to renounce their claims to all territories south of
the Pra River. By 1874 Britain had formally declared the
GOLD COAST COLONY over the entire coast, and Ashanti in-
fluence in the region declined over the next 15 years.

By the early 1890s the Ashanti were again building
military strength and began efforts to end the British oc-
cupation of Kumasi. The British—who were now facing
the additional threat of French colonial claims to the
north and west of the Gold Coast—finally decided to se-
cure its claim to the Gold Coast interior regions. In
1895-96 they assailed Kumasi with cannon fire, forcing
the asantehene (king), Agyeman PREMPEH (1870-1931), to



accept exile to avert a full-scale war and the total destruc-
tion of the Ashanti capital.

Following a short cease-fire, the Ashanti again re-
stored their army, and by 1901 their leaders were no
longer willing to abide the foreign occupation. Launching
offensives under the direction of the bold military leader
Yaa ASANTEWA (1850-1921), who was the mother of a
prominent chief, the Ashanti began efforts to reclaim
their city. Despite early victories, however, superior fire-
power—and the arrival of reinforcements from SIERRA
LEONE and NIGERIA—helped the British to victory. Wit-
nesses claimed that Yaa Asantewa was the last Ashanti
person to lay down arms. The victory cemented the
British claim to sovereignty over the Gold Coast, marking
the end of the Anglo-Ashanti Wars and the beginning of
the true colonial era in British West Africa.

See also: coLoNIAL CONQUEST (Vol. 1V); ENGLAND
AND AFRICA (Vols. 111, IV, V); PARTITION (Vol. IV).

Further reading: Robert B. Edgerton, The Fall of the
Ashante Empire: The Hundred-year War for Africa’s Gold
Coast (New York: The Free Press, 1995).

Anglo-Boer War Conflict within southern Africa last-
ing from 1899 to 1902. The war was the culmination of a
series of disputes and conflicts between the AFRIKAANS-
speaking BOERS of the TRANSVAAL and English MINING and
imperial interests.

The Great Boer Trek of the mid-19th century had led
to the creation of the AFRIKANER REPUBLICS of the Transvaal
and the ORANGE FREE STATE. In 1877 the British peaceably
annexed the Transvaal, but in 1880, unhappy with the
timetable for the fulfillment of British promises of self-gov-
ernment, the Boers revolted. In 1881 an armistice was
reached, but the status of Boer independence was still un-
clear.

This uncertainty within the Transvaal was further
complicated, in 1886, by the discovery of GoLp. The find
resulted in renewed British interest in the area as well as a
mass influx of English mine capitalists, mine managers,
and miners, who became perjoritavely known as UIT-
LANDERS (outsiders) among the Boers they soon outnum-
bered. Despite their greater numbers the Uitlanders
remained disenfranchised and exercised little political
power. The unhappiness with the Boer government on
the part of English colonial and imperial interests culmi-
nated, in 1895, with the ill-fated JAMESON RAID, which
was designed to cause an uprising against Boer authority.

With the failure of the raid and Boer-English rela-
tions at an all-time low, both sides took measures to so-
lidify their military positions in preparation for future
conflicts. As British military reinforcement of the cape
COLONY and NATAL grew, the Boer republics became con-
vinced that Britain was preparing for war. In 1899 Paul
KRUGER (1825-1904), president of the Transvaal, issued
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an ultimatum to Britain with a list of demands to be met
within 48 hours. The demands went unfulfilled, and the
Boers attacked the British on October 11, 1899.

Initially unprepared for war, the British met defeat in
a number of early battles. An especially brutal period of
British military failure, one in which they lost three major
engagements, was named the “Black Week” (December
10-15, 1899). Despite their success the Boers were unable
to administer a decisive blow to British forces, and eventu-
ally the arrival of British reinforcements rendered the Boer
advantage fleeting.

At the beginning of 1900 Field Marshall Lord
Frederick Sleigh Roberts (1832-1914) and his chief of
staff, Lord Horatio Herbert KITCHENER (1850-1916), ar-
rived in SOUTH AFRICA to take over command of the
British forces. Their arrival marked a turning point in the
war, as Roberts quickly went on the offensive. He lifted
the Boer siege of cities such as KIMBERLEY and Mafeking,
and in February his forces struck a devastating blow to
the Boers with the defeat and surrender of General Piet
Cronje (1835-1911). Roberts then began his march to-
ward the Transvaal capital of PRETORIA. President Kruger
fled to Europe, and Roberts entered the city unopposed
in June. With the Boers on the defensive and spread thin,
Roberts believed the war would soon be over. He thus re-
linquished command to Lord Kitchener.

The war was far from finished, however, as the Boers
turned to guerrilla tactics with a focus on disrupting the
British lines of communication and transportation. The
Boer mounted riflemen, conditioned by years of living in
the open environment of the vast southern African hin-
terland, made up a formidable and mobile fighting force
that was difficult to capture. They lived off the land and
restocked their ammunition and supplies with occasional
raids on British outposts.

The Boers’ elusiveness frustrated Lord Kitchener who,
determined to end the war, abandoned conventional mili-
tary tactics and began a “scorched-earth” offensive. Under
this policy, Kitchener’s troops sought to destroy anything
that could sustain the Boer commandos. Thousands of
Boer farms were razed, and the Boer women and children
were interned in concentration camps, as were many
African farm workers. Thousands died from malnutrition
and disease in the camps, and the memory of their deaths
helped fuel Afrikaner nationalism in the 20th century.

The Boers, on the run and desperate, made futile ef-
forts at taking the offensive, but were consistently turned
back by superior British forces. As Kitcheners tactics
began to take their toll, the Boers eventually capitulated,
signing the Treaty of VEREENIGING in 1902.

See also: BoTHA, LoUIs (Vol. 1V); cAPE TOWN (Vols.
111, V); ENGLAND AND AFRICA (Vols. 111, IV, V); GREAT BOER
TREK (Vol. I1I).

Further reading: Bill Nasson, The South African
War, 1899-1902 (London: Arnold, 1999).
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Anglo-Egyptian Condominium (1899-1955) Joint
British and Egyptian government that ruled the territory
that is present-day Republic of the supaN. The word con-
dominium, from Latin, means “joint dominion,” or “joint
sovereignty.”

Sudan had become part of an expanding EGYPT in 1821
when the forces of Muhammad Ali (1769-1849), the
Ottoman viceroy of Egypt, invaded and annexed the Sudan.
Subsequent Egyptian rulers repressed revolts and brought
prosperity to the land. When Khedive 1smaiL (1830-1895),
who governed Egypt from 1863 to 1879, came to power,
his attempts to modernize and secularize Egypt caused
deep resentment in the Sudan. In 1879, led by religious re-
former Muhammad Ahmad al-mMAHDI (1844-1885), the
Sudanese began to resist Egyptian rule. By 1883 al-Mahdi’s
forces were in control of the Sudan. When al-Mahdi died in
1885 his khalifa, or successor, ABDALLAHI IBN MUHAMMAD
(1846-1899), continued al-Mahdji’s policies.

In 1898 a joint British and Egyptian military expedi-
tion reasserted Egyptian control over the Sudan, defeat-
ing the Mahdist forces at the Battle of OMDURMAN.
Concerned about further Mahdist revolt, the British were
unwilling to allow the Sudan to revert solely to Egyptian
rule. Accordingly, on July 10, 1899, Britain established an
agreement of joint authority called the Anglo-Egyptian
Condominium, which remained in effect until 1955. By
the terms of this agreement, the Sudanese state became a
political entity separate from Egypt.

Dominated from the start by Britain, the condominium
was not a relationship of equal partners. Though formally
appointed by the khedive, the governor-general who ad-
ministered the Sudan was actually named by the British. He
officially reported to the British Foreign Office in caIro, but
the governor-general administered the Sudan as if it were a
British colony. Most of the administrative personnel were
British army officers attached to the Egyptian army. Begin-
ning in 1901 these administrators were gradually replaced
by civilians from Britain. Egyptians filled the midlevel
posts, and Sudanese held the lower-level positions. In 1910
the British-Egyptian alliance appointed a legislative council
that retained power until 1948, when a partly elected leg-
islative assembly superceded it.

With the overthrow of the government of King FARUK
(1920-1965) in 1952, Britain and the new Egyptian gov-
ernment reached an agreement that called for Sudanese
self-determination. Sudanese nationalists prevailed over
those desiring continued union with Egypt, with the re-
sult that on January 1, 1956, the Sudan became an inde-
pendent country.

See also: ENGLAND AND AFRICA (Vol. 1V); GEZIRA
SCHEME (Vol. IV); MAHDIYYA (Vol. IV).

Anglo-Zulu War (1879) Crucial conflict between the
zULU kingdom and Britain taking place in what is now the

province of NATAL, in present-day SOUTH AFRICA. In 1872
the Zulu gained a capable, energetic, and ambitious new
ruler, CETSHWAYO (c. 1826-1884), who ascended the
throne after the death of Mpande (r. 1840-1872), his fa-
ther. Cetshwayo was eager to maintain good relations with
the neighboring British colony of Natal, but he was also
intent on strengthening his own position within his king-
dom. Thus he began to build up his army, a move that
the British officials in Natal viewed with exaggerated
alarm. British colonial power was expanding into the in-
terior of South Africa at the time, in part because of the
emergence of the DIAMOND MINING industry that was
centered in KIMBERLEY. Britain had annexed the dia-
mond fields in 1872, and in 1877 they seized control of
the TRANSVAAL, one the two independent AFRIKANER RE-
PUBLICS. Cetshwayo and the Zulus welcomed this move,
since they had long been at odds with the BOERs, or
AFRIKANERS, in the region. Their enthusiasm for Britain’s
presence in the interior of South Africa soon waned,
however, as the British turned their focus on indepen-
dent Zululand.

In 1878, on the basis of trumped-up charges stem-
ming from a Zulu assault on opponents in Natal, the
British high commissioner, Sir Henry Bartle Frere (1815—
1884), issued an ultimatum to which he knew Cetshwayo
would never agree. Essentially, he had demanded that the
Zulu king forfeit his judicial authority, pay humiliating
reparations, and disband the powerful Zulu army. When
Cetshwayo’s inevitable refusal came, the British invaded
Zululand on January 11, 1879. This initiated the Anglo-
Zulu War, a war fought between the armies of a modern,
European industrial state and an African state that con-
tinued to rely, for the most part, on its traditional weap-
onry and methods of fighting.

The war was fought in two phases. Initially the
British brimmed with confidence and believed that their
18,000 troops would readily defeat Cetshwayo. However,
Lord Chelmsford (1868-1913), the British commander,
was unprepared for the size, the discipline, and the
courage of the Zulu army. The British invaded Zululand
with Chelmsford in command of the central column. He
divided his forces, and on January 22, at ISANDLWANA, the
British suffered a crushing defeat. Using its traditional bat-
tle strategy and tactics, the Zulu killed more than 1,300 of
the 1,700 troops, though they also suffered high casual-
ties. Only the determined stand of a British garrison of
150 troops against 4,000 Zulu soldiers at Rorke’s Drift
managed to keep the British military disaster from becom-
ing complete.

The second phase of the war began once the British re-
grouped, added reinforcements, and returned to the offen-
sive. The Zulu managed to win some minor engagements,
but they could not stave off a British military victory. In the
end their tactics of seeking to engage their opponents in
hand-to-hand fighting faltered in the face of breech-load-



ing rifles. On July 4, 1879, Chelmsford reached the Zulu
capital of Ulundi. After a fierce battle in which his 5,000
men defeated an army of 20,000 Zulu soldiers, the British
commander burned Ulundi, which consisted largely of
grass-woven, beehive-shaped dwellings, to the ground. The
British also captured Cetshwayo and sent him into exile
in CAPE TOWN. Britain had, with great difficulty, conquered
the Zulu army, but it would not annex the Zulu kingdom
until 1887.

See also: COLONIAL CONQUEST (Vol. IV); ENGLAND AND
AFRICA (Vols. 111, IV, V); WARFARE AND WEAPONS (Vol. IV).

Further reading: Jeff Guy, The Destruction of the
Zulu Kingdom (London: Longman, 1979); Donald R.
Morris, The Washing of the Spears (New York: Simon and
Schuster, 1965).

Angola  Southwest African country, about 476,200
square miles (1,233,400 sq km) in area, that is bordered
by the Democratic Republic of the cONGO to the north
and northeast, zAMBIA to the east, NAMIBIA to the south,
and the Atlantic Ocean to the west. Also part of Angola is
the province of Cabinda, a coastal enclave separated from
the main part of the country by the Congo River and a
narrow coastal strip of the Democratic Republic of the
Congo. Between 1850 and 1960 Angola evolved from
being a major source for the Portuguese SLAVE TRADE to
moving, albeit slowly, toward national independence.

By the turn of the 20th century Portugal was interna-
tionally recognized as sovereign in Angola. However,
Angolans—among them, the KONGO, Mbundu, OvIM-
BUNDU, and Cuanhama peoples—began to stiffen their re-
sistance to Portuguese rule in their homeland. As a result,
Portugal’s control became increasingly insecure in the
decades leading up to World War I (1914-18).

By the 1930s, however, Portugal had reestablished its
firm grip on the country. During that decade the conserva-
tive regime of Portuguese Prime Minister Anténio Salazar
(1889-1970) placed great emphasis on creating strong na-
tionalist pride through maintaining Portugal's overseas
possessions.

The marginalization of Angolans continued unabated
through the World War II era (1939-45). Although srav-
ERY was illegal, Angolan men were forced to work for the
government without pay if they were unable to pay colo-
nial taxes. As of 1950 a mere 30,000 of the estimated 4
million Africans in Angola enjoyed even minimal politi-
cal or civil rights. The only African Angolans recognized
by the state were the assimilados, so named for their hav-
ing learned Portuguese and assimilated into Portuguese
colonial society. The remaining millions of indigenous
people were still considered “uncivilized” by the colonial
authorities.

From 1950 to 1961 Salazar organized a wave of mi-
gration from Portugal to Angola, increasing the popula-
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tion of whites from 80,000 to 200,000. However, this did
not advance the official Portuguese aim of increasing as-
similation within Angola. Instead the influx of immi-
grants further worsened the plight of Angola’s African
majority. The new arrivals, generally an uneducated lot,
took jobs away from Africans in low-skill professions and
reacted violently to liberal reforms favoring Africans.

African political consciousness developed rapidly
after World War 1II. As colony after colony gained inde-
pendence from European rule, Angolans, too, demanded
liberation. Under the authoritarian rule of Salazar the
colonial government had scoffed at Angolan liberation
movements. However, the movements of the 1950s and
1960s—which often espoused liberal and Marxist ide-
ologies—posed a much more serious threat to Por-
tuguese rule. Early on the organization with the most
influence was the Popular Movement for the Liberation
of Angola (Movimento Popular de Libertacio de Angola,
MPLA), founded in 1956 and led by Agostinho Neto
(1922-1979).

With the Angolan nationalist and liberation move-
ments growing increasingly insistent, Portugal responded
by sending in its secret police (PIDE). With tactics that in-
cluded arbitrary arrest and imprisonment, PIDE became
the most effective tool of the authorities for intimidating
the populace and for quelling civil disturbances.

Portugal’s policing action in Angola was part of a
greater colonial scheme called Iusotropicology.
Under this largely fictional ideology, Portugal
claimed to be creating a superior society that sup-
ported racial integration and Christian conversion.
It also led Portugal to claim that it would never dis-
cuss self-determination for its overseas territories.

Despite Portugal’s best efforts to continue its coLo-
NIAL RULE, the tension in Angola eventually reached the
boiling point, resulting in armed, rebel insurrection. In
1961 Holden Roberto (1923— ), at the time a leader of
the Union of Angolan Peoples, split from the group to
form the more militant National Front for the Libera-
tion of Angola (Frente Nacional de Libertacdo de An-
gola, FNLA). By the following year Roberto was orga-
nizing raids on Portuguese-owned businesses and farms
as well as on government installations throughout An-
gola. The swiftness and lethality of the FNLA’ early as-
saults shocked the Portuguese authorities and the inter-
national community alike and were met with a severe
military response.

During the 1960s the fight for Angolan independence
became more intense, resulting in other armed factions
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joining the fray. Ultimately this made Angola a key player
during the Cold War between the forces of communism
and the forces of democracy.

See also: ancora (Vols. I, 11, 111, V); CHRISTIANITY,
INFLUENCE OF (Vols. 1V, V); COLD WAR AND AFRICA (Vols.
IV, V); COLONIALISM, INFLUENCE OF (Vol. IV); INDEPEN-
DENCE MOVEMENTS (Vol. V); NATIONAL FRONT FOR THE
LIBERATION OF ANGOLA (Vol. V); NATIONALISM AND INDE-
PENDENCE MOVEMENTS (Vol. 1IV); NETO, AGOSTINHO (Vol.
V); PORTUGAL AND AFRICA (Vols. III, V); RESISTANCE AND
REBELLION (Vol. IV); ROBERTO, HOLDEN (Vol. V).

Further reading: Gerald J. Bender, Angola Under the
Portuguese: The Myth and the Reality (Berkeley, Calif.: Uni-
versity of California Press, 1978); Linda Heywood, Con-
tested Power in Angola, 1840s to the Present (Rochester,
N.Y.: University of Rochester Press, 2000); John Marcum,
The Angolan Revolution, Vol. 1: The Anatomy of an Explo-
sion (1950-1962) (Cambridge, Mass.: M.L.T. Press, 1969).

anthropology and Africa Academic discipline con-
cerned with the study of humans and their societies. Of
particular concern to anthropology as a westernized social
science has been an understanding of how human societies
and their cultures have developed. In this regard, one of
modern anthropology’s defining works is Primitive Culture,
published by Sir Edward Burnett Tylor (1832-1917), in
1871. This and similar works shifted the focus of early an-
thropology to the study of so-called primitive peoples, a
focus that has remained to this day. This was particularly
relevant to Africa during the time of European COLONIAL
CONQUEST. In addition, with the establishment of coLo-
NIAL RULE over most of Africa by 1900, European anthro-
pologists began to utilize Africa to conduct studies of
human society and culture. This enabled anthropologists
to develop and test their theories while at the same time
provide information to colonial administrators about the
peoples they ruled.

The majority of the early anthropologists in Africa
were scholarly amateurs who had developed a profes-
sional or personal interest in learning more about the
people in whose midst they resided. Some were colonial
administrators who had a goal of learning to govern
more effectively. One of the most prominent and widely
published of these amateur scholars was Robert Suther-
land Rattray (1881-1938). A colonial official in the
GOLD COAST COLONY (modern-day GHANA), he became
the first government-appointed anthropologist in colo-
nial Africa. Rattray’s work, which primarily dealt with
the Ashanti, was undertaken in the context of the sys-
tem of “indirect rule,” which allowed Britain to govern
through local African rulers. Rattray’s Ashanti, published
in 1923, contained the type of detailed ethnographic in-
formation that helped facilitate British rule over the
Gold Coast.

Over time anthropologist R. S. Rattray became ac-
quainted with African societies and cultures first-
hand rather than through formal academic study. As
a youth he left school to join the sixth Imperial
Yeomanry and fight in the ANGLO-BOER WAR in SOUTH
AFRICA. At the end of the war he became an adven-
turer in southern Central and East Africa, where he
began his study of African peoples. This led to the
eventual publication of Some Folk-lore Stories and
Songs in Chinyanja, with English Translation and
Notes (1907), the first of his many books. In 1907 he
joined the colonial administration of the Gold Coast
Colony as a customs officer. There he studied the
HAUSA language because the Hausa from northern
NIGERIA made up much of the colonial police and
army in British West Africa. After four years he went
on leave to return to England to study anthropology
at Oxford. He returned to the Gold Coast in time to
join with the British assault on the German colony of
TOGOLAND at the onset of World War | (1914-18),
receiving a commission as captain, a title he used for
the rest of his life. A few years after the war he re-
ceived an appointment as the official government
anthropologist of the colony, a position he held until
his retirement at the end of 1929. In this position he
conducted the research for several additional books,
focusing on the Ashanti. In 1929 Oxford University
recognized his work with the award of an honorary
doctorate.

Christian MISSIONARIES made a significant addition to
the ranks of early anthropologists in Africa. Their goal was
the conversion of Africans to Christianity, and many mis-
sionaries believed that in-depth knowledge of African soci-
eties would facilitate this process. One such individual was
the Swiss, Protestant missionary, Henri Alexandre Junod
(1863-1934). Junod worked among the Tsonga people in
the DELAGOA BAY region of MOZAMBIQUE for the better part
of two decades before returning home in 1920. Early on he
published a grammar of one of the Tsonga dialects. Then,
in 1912 and 1913, he published his major work, a two-vol-
ume study entitled The Life of a South African Tribe. This
classic study made the case for a scientific approach to
ethnography based on the in-depth observation of one eth-
nic group over a long period of time. Junod published a re-
vised, second edition of the work in 1927.

Another of these missionary-scholars, John Roscoe
(1861-1932), was a contemporary of Junod. Affiliated with
the CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY in UGANDA from 1884 to
1909, Roscoe was closely associated with the BU-GANDA
aristocrat, Sir Apolo kKAGwA (1865-1927). As with Kagwa’s



1905 study of his own people, Roscoe’s The Baganda: An
Account of Their Native Customs and Beliefs (1911) drew
from numerous interviews that provided information
gathered from those knowledgeable about Buganda’s his-
tory. He returned to Uganda, in 1919, as the leader of the
Mackie Ethnological Expedition, which was sponsored
by the Royal Society to gather extensive information on
the colony’s peoples. In addition to publishing a general
account of the expedition, Roscoe published detailed
material on three of Uganda’s ethnic groups.

Academic anthropologists did not begin working in
Africa until the mid-1920s. One of these was the English
social anthropologist Edward Evan Evans-Pritchard
(1902-1973). Evans-Pritchard, who held a doctorate in
anthropology from the London School of Economics,
conducted field research among the Azande of the north-
ern Congo and neighboring areas of what is today the
Republic of the sunaAN. He later extended his studies to
include the Nuer of southern Sudan.

Rather than producing descriptive studies of a single
ethnic group, Evans-Pritchard constructed his studies
around an issue in social theory. His first major work,
Witchcraft: Oracles and Magic among the Azande (1937),
dealt with the internal logic of a particular African belief
system. His subsequent study, The Nuer (1940), exam-
ined the political organization of a people who lacked a
formal system of government. These two works produced
a fundamental shift in the direction of anthropological
study of Africa and led to a host of both specialized and
theoretically oriented studies.

By the 1930s the direction and emphasis of anthropol-
ogy had changed, but it still continued to focus on what
Europeans considered “primitive” or “traditional” soci-
eties. In some ways this represented a contrast with an-
thropology’s initial period, during which amateur anthro-
pology and colonial administration often went hand in
hand. Instead academic anthropologists began to concen-
trate on a “traditional” Africa seemingly untouched by
colonialism. It was not until after World War II (1939-45)
that a few anthropologists began to study the effects of
colonialism on Africans. These pioneers included J. Clyde
Mitchell (1918-1995), who from 1946 until 1955 was a
researcher at the Rhodes-Livingstone Institute in NORTH-
ERN RHODESIA (today’s zamBlA). In The Kalela Dance
(1956), Mitchell wrote that he had “attempted an analysis
of certain aspects of the system of social relationships
among Africans in the towns of Northern Rhodesia.” Such
studies remained limited, however, as anthropologists
mostly continued to pursue research on so-called tradi-
tional societies.

By 1960 anthropologists had produced substantial
bodies of work on Africa’s peoples. However, almost all of
these studies were completed by outsiders, most of whom
were British and based both in European universities and
research institutes as well as the few universities on the
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continent. As such, anthropology remained very much a
colonial discipline.

See also: ANTHROPOLOGY AND AFRICA (Vol. V).

Further reading: Jack Goody, The Expansive Moment:
The Rise of Social Anthropology in Britain and Africa,
1918-1970 (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1995);
Sally Falk Moore, Anthropology and Africa: Changing Per-
spectives on a Changing Scene (Charlottesville Va.: Univer-
sity Press of Virginia, 1994).

apartheid arrikaans word literally meaning “apart-
hood” or “separateness.” Apartheid was the name given
to the system of racial segregation and inequality that was
incorporated into the laws of soutH arrica for much of
the 20th century. It was grounded in the belief—held by
most whites during the colonial era—that the people of
Africa were inferior.

Though apartheid is largely based on the philosophy
of white supremacy, also called BAASSKAR many of the leg-
islative acts that paved the way for a racially segregated
South Africa were driven by economic considerations.
Both the British administration and the subsequent
Afrikaner leaders of South Africa were concerned with
monopolizing the profits from the country’s rich dia-
mond and GOLD mines. As a result they continuously
passed legislation that excluded black Africans from the
economic benefits of the MINING industry. By 1893 Afri-
cans could not legally hold certain skilled positions in
South Africa’s mines. Black mineworkers also were forced
to live in fenced, guarded compounds until they finished
their work contracts.

In 1910, less than a decade after the British victory in
the ANGLO-BOER WAR (1899-1902), Britain unified caPE
COLONY, NATAL, and the former AFRIKANER REPUBLICS of
the TRANSVAAL and the ORANGE FREE STATE in the UNION
OF SOUTH AFRICA. With no black parliamentary representa-
tion and an ineffective English-speaking electorate, the
government of the union fell under control of the AFRIKAN-
ERS. Once in control of the union government, Afrikaners
began passing legislation to give even greater preferential
treatment to whites. Beginning in 1911 the all-white South
African government systematically passed more than 300
laws to guarantee the separation and inferior social, politi-
cal, and economic status of blacks and other non-whites in
South Africa. The laws made it difficult, if not impossible,
for blacks to secure jobs, to move freely about the country,
to vote, and to mingle with whites.

One early law that established a foundation for later
apartheid legislation was the Native’s Land Act of 1913.
This racist law designated less than 7 percent of the land
in the union for blacks even though they made up more
than two-thirds of the population. The remaining land
was reserved for whites, who made up only one-fifth of
the population.
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Although protests went on for many years, in 1960 passbooks
like this one were a fact of life for blacks under South Africa’s
apartheid policies. © AP Wirephoto

After the elections of 1948, during which the term
apartheid entered the South African political vocabulary,
the Afrikaner National Party (NP) assumed the reigns of
power and quickly began passing wide-ranging, racist
legislation. Laws passed in the 1950s divided cities into
racially segregated areas and further restricted the free-
doms of blacks and non-whites, including Indians,
Asians, and CAPE COLOURED PEOPLE. The Bantu Education
Act of 1953 established a separate system of EDUCATION
for blacks, one in which they were taught only the skills
necessary for them to partake in Bantu culture as defined
by the government.

A leading proponent of apartheid was Hendrik ver-
WOERD (1901-1966), who is frequently cited as the
architect of the racist system. Verwoerd was minister
of Native Affairs from 1950 to 1958 and was prime
minister from 1958 until his death in 1966.

During the 1950s black political organizations such
as the AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS (ANC), the South
African Indian Congress, and the more militant PAN-
AFRICANIST CONGRESS organized rallies against apartheid.
They especially targeted the pass laws, which made it
mandatory for blacks to carry a passbook at all times.

A passbook contained a photo of its holder as well as
other information such as address, employment
record, and taxes paid. Not carrying a passbook was
a crime, and during the 1950s an average of 500,000
people were arrested for this offense each year.

Despite the efforts of black activists, an increasingly
oppressive police state backed the apartheid system, and
the government became even harsher in suppressing oppo-
sition groups. Annoyed by international criticism of apar-
theid, the Union of South Africa became more defiant in its
efforts to preserve the system. Apartheid continued un-
abated into the 1960s and became even more entrenched
when, in 1961, South Africa broke all ties with the British
Commonwealth and declared itself a republic.

See also: APARTHEID (Vol. V); BANTUSTANS (Vol. V);
MANDELA, NELSON (Vols. IV, V); RACE AND RACISM (Vol.
IV); RESISTANCE AND REBELLION (Vol. IV); UMKHONTO WE
sizwk (Vol. V).

Further reading: Saul Dubow, Racial Segregation and
the Origins of Apartheid in South Africa, 1919-36 (New
York: St. Martin’s Press, 1989); Leonard Thompson, The
Political Mythology of Apartheid (New Haven, Conn.: Yale
University Press, 1985); Nigel Worden, The Making of
Modern South Africa: Conquest, Segregation and Apartheid,
3rd ed. (Malden, Mass.: Blackwell Publishers, 2000).

Arab-Israeli Wars Series of conflicts in 1948—49,
1956, and later years between Arabs and Jewish settlers in
Palestine. The Arab-Israeli Wars led to pan-Arab condem-
nation of Israel and roused most African countries to sever
ties with what they viewed as a racist, Zionist regime.

The anti-Semitic feelings and acts that journalist
Theodore Herzl (1860-1904) experienced in his native
Vienna, Austria, led him to publish a book titled Der
Judenstaat (The Jewish State, 1896). This book generated
the political movement called Zionism, which had as its
goal the establishment of a separate Jewish state in the re-
gion of Palestine.

The right of the Jewish people to a homeland in
Palestine was acknowledged by the Balfour Declaration of
1917 and reaffirmed by the League of Nations in 1919.
Small numbers of Jewish settlers had already begun to



migrate to Palestine before World War 1 (1914-18).
Immigration increased between World War I and World
War II (1939-45) and after the wars. Thus by the late
1940s the population of Palestine was roughly one-third
Jewish and two-thirds Arab. Conflict and tension marked
the relationship between the two segments of people.

On October 6, 1946, the move to establish the mod-
ern state of Israel received strong support when United
States president Harry S. Truman (1884-1972) released a
statement indicating American support for a “viable
Jewish state” in Palestine. Four months later Britain ter-
minated its MANDATE over Palestine. On May 14, 1948,
Israel became an independent nation. The first Arab-
Israeli War broke out the same day.

This initial Arab-Israeli War is sometimes called the
Palestine War of 1948 or Israels War for Independence. A
coalition of Arab forces from EGYPT, Transjordan (now
Jordan), Iraq, Syria, and Lebanon occupied the Arab portion
of Palestine and the Jewish section of Jerusalem. By early
1949 Israeli forces had driven back the Arab forces and oc-
cupied all of Palestine except for the Gaza Strip. Israel then
signed armistice agreements with Egypt, Lebanon, Jordan,
and Syria to establish Israels new boundaries.

The second Arab-Israeli War, sometimes called the
Suez War of 1956, broke out as a result of continued
strain between the Arab world and Israel. Tensions had
worsened when the Egyptian nationalist leader, Gamal
Abdel Nasser (1918-1970), an outspoken advocate of
pan-Arabism, became president of Egypt in 1954. The
war had three chief causes. The Arab nations believed
that Israel’s continued presence in the Sinai Peninsula
contradicted the 1947 United Nations PARTITION agree-
ment, which mandated a Palestinian state as well as a
Jewish state. Further upsetting the Arab states was Israel’s
unwillingness to repatriate the Palestinians who were dis-
placed by the first Arab-Israeli War. The third and per-
haps most important factor was that Nasser closed the
SUEZ CANAL to Israeli ships. He also blockaded the Straits
of Tiran at the entrance to the Gulf of Aqaba in order to
gain control of shipping to the Israeli port of Eilat.
Shortly thereafter Nasser caused an international crisis
when he nationalized the canal.

France, Britain, and Israel secretly planned to regain
control of the canal from Egypt, with Israel leading the
operation. Israel invaded the Sinai Peninsula, which was
Egyptian territory, overcame Egypts defenses, and cap-
tured a majority of the peninsula. In 1957 a United
Nations Emergency Force was stationed in the region,
and peace was restored for the time. In March 1957,
under pressure from the United States, Israel withdrew its
forces from the territory it captured in Sinai. The canal
was reopened under international control and Egyptian
management. Israel won the war but did not gain any
concessions from Egypt. Thus the stage was set for the
Arab-Israeli war of 1967.
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archaeology Archaeology involves the systematic re-
covery and study of material culture representing past
human life and activities. It emerged as a modern aca-
demic discipline in the 19th century, and archaeologists
began studying Africa from the discipline’s inception.
EGYPT and the ancient civilizations of the Nile were the
focus of the earliest archaeological study in Africa. This
study soon assumed its own particular set of concerns
and developed into a discipline of its own called EGyp-
TOLOGY. It originated with the scholars who had accom-
panied Napoleon I (1769-1821) when he invaded Egypt
in 1798. In 1858 the appointment of the French archaeol-
ogist Auguste Mariette (1821-1881) as conservator of
monuments in Egypt and director of the Antiquities
Service was an important milestone in the advancement
of archaeology in Egypt. By 1900 the Egyptian Museum
in cairo, which Mariette established, held a significant
collection of artifacts.

Until the 1960s the work in Egypt was typical of the
early practice of archaeology in Africa, which focused on
literate civilizations of the Mediterranean areas and, to a
lesser degree, the Horn of Africa. Archaeologists in this
tradition focused on the monumental remains of past
human culture and activities. The practice of archaeology
gradually became much more scientific and careful in its
approach. The English archaeologist William Flinders
Petrie (1853-1942) pioneered this approach in Egypt.

Another important pioneer of scientific archaeology
in Egypt was the American scholar George Andrew
Reisner (1867-1942), who first started excavating in
Upper Egypt in 1898. When work began on raising the
height of the ASWAN DAM, in 1907, Reisner started an ar-
chaeological survey of the area between the First Cataract
of the Nile and the border of the Republic of the SUDAN.
From 1913 to 1916 he undertook extensive excavations
at the site of Kerma located at the Third Cataract, at
Gebel Barkal and related sites further to the south, and fi-
nally at the site of Meroé. His focus was on monumental
remains of the Nubian kingdom of Kush, including its
temples, pyramids, and cemeteries.

As archaeology developed in the 20th century, ancient
Carthage and Roman North Africa, which took its place,
were also subjects of interest. For example, in the 1920s
archaeologists began to excavate the ancient Punic city of
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Lepcis Magna, located in the TRIPOLITANIA region of pre-
sent-day LiBYA. Founded in the 10th century BCE, Lepcis
Magna grew as a Roman settlement until it was sacked in
the year 523 CE. Many of its buildings have been amaz-
ingly preserved. Aksum, located in northeastern ETHIOPIA,
was another literate civilization that attracted archaeologi-
cal attention. In 1906 a German archaeological expedition
undertook the first serious research, attracted by the dis-
tinctive towering carved granite stelae, one of which was
108 feet (33 m) tall. The founding of the Ethiopian
Institute of Archaeology led to extensive research in the
country in the 1950s and early 1960s.

In sub-Saharan Africa one of the few early monumen-
tal archaeological sites was Great Zimbabwe. Though not
built by a literate culture, its massive stone walls and other
impressive architecture attracted the attention of Euro-
peans associated with prospector and MINING magnate
Cecil RHODES (1853-1902). Unfortunately they looted the
site in their search for GoLb and other valuable objects.
By the time the first professional archaeologist, Gertrude
Caton-Thompson (1888-1985), researched the sites in
1928, vandalism had sharply reduced the evidence avail-
able for recovery.

Gertrude Caton-Thompson first began working as
an archaeologist in Egypt in 1921. She already had
extensive research experience, including conduct-
ing an archaeological and geological survey in the
Fayum region of Egypt and serving as the field di-
rector of the Royal Anthropological Institute be-
fore undertaking the archaeological survey of
Great Zimbabwe. Her book, The Zimbabwe Cul-
ture: Ruins and Reactions (1931), was the first
scholarly work on the topic and remains an impor-
tant reference.

In sub-Saharan Africa the only other location where
major archaeological research was conducted on literate
societies with monumental remains was in the trading
towns of the swWAHILI COAST. Significant research did not
occur until the 1950s, with the work of James S. Kirkman
(1906-1989). He focused on the external influence of
ISLAM on the coast, as is evident from the title of his 1954
book, Gedi the Great Mosque: Architecture and Finds.

The second major trend in the practice of archaeol-
ogy in Africa before 1960 was the interest in the prehis-
tory of southern and eastern Africa. Here the focus was
on both human origins and early human material culture.
At the turn of the century SOUTH AFRICA, with its substan-
tial European-settler population and research-oriented
universities, initiated this concern with prehistory. Stone

implements such as axes and cutting tools that were
found over several decades led to efforts to reconstruct the
context in which they had been used. A key individual in
this effort was Louis Albert Péringuey (1855-1924), who
from 1906 until his death was the director of the South
African Museum in CAPE TOWN. In the 1920s Professor
A. J. H. Goodwin (1909-1959), who is viewed as South
Africa’s first professionally trained archaeologist, con-
tributed valuable insights to African archaeology. In par-
ticular he came to understand that the Stone Age cultures
of southern Africa needed to be understood on their own
terms and not in terms of the nomenclature and classifica-
tion of the Stone Age cultures of Europe. Others who built
on this work included J. Desmond Clark (1916-2002),
the long-time director of the Rhodes-Livingstone Museum
in NORTHERN RHODESIA (NOW ZAMBIA).

Another dimension of prehistory had to do with ho-
minid evolution. South Africa-based scholars took the lead
here as well. In late 1924 Raymond A. Dart (1893-1988),
the newly appointed chair of anatomy at the University of
the WITWATERSRAND, in JOHANNESBURG, came into the pos-
session of a child’s skull which had been found at Taung in
BOTSWANA (hence the popular name of the Taung Child).
This was to be the first early hominid fossil known as
Australopithecus africanus (southern ape of Africa). Dart’s
discovery launched the modern era of paleoanthropology. A
subsequent find, in 1936, of the first adult Australopithecine
in the Sterkfontein caves near Krugersdorp in the TRANS-
VAAL served to confirm the significance of Dart’s assessment
of the Taung skull.

Of great importance was the research conducted by
the husband and wife team of Louis LEAKEY (1903-1972)
and Mary LEAKEY (1913-1996). Their expeditions in vari-
ous parts of East Africa in the 1920s and 1930s led to im-
portant discoveries of prehistoric tools in the Great Rift
Valley. Their finds proved that hominids had inhabited
this area far earlier than was commonly believed. In 1931
they began their work at Olduvai Gorge in present-day
TANZANIA, and over the next three decades it became the
world’s most important site for research on the ancestors
of modern humans. By 1961 the Leakeys had established
that the ancestral human-like creatures in the region
dated back more than 20 million years, far longer than
anyone had anticipated.

By 1960 archaeologists had developed a detailed un-
derstanding of the material culture of the literate societies
of North Africa and of past human life and activities in the
region. Studies in the prehistory of eastern and southern
Africa also pointed to Africa as the birthplace of human be-
ings. However, little was known about the more recent past
of the societies and cultures of sub-Saharan Africa. More-
over, archaeological scholarship was exclusively the domain
of scholars of European origin and ancestry, although polit-
ical independence was to lead to substantial new directions
in the practice of archaeology on the African continent.



See also: ARCHAEOLOGY (Vols. 1, 11, 111, V); CARTHAGE
(Vol. 1); GeBEL BARKAL (Vol. I); GREAT zIMBABWE (Vol. 1I);
HUMAN ORIGINS (Vol. I); kusH (Vol. I); MEROE (Vol. I); oLDU-
VAI GORGE (Vol. I); sSTONE AGE (Vol. I); TAUNG cHILD (Vol. I).

Further reading: David W. Phillipson, African Ar-
chaeology, 2nd ed. (New York: Cambridge University
Press, 1993).

architecture Indigenous architecture changed as Africans
came more securely under European subjugation in the
19th century. Across the continent European-styled cities
emerged, filled with indigenous African components. Rang-
ing from wood structures in the tropical woodlands to sun-
dried brick in the Sahara, indigenous African architecture
depended upon the natural resources provided by the envi-
ronment for construction materials. Found in many African
villages, towns, and cities were round, thatch-roofed houses
within walled enclosures that held extended families. Com-
pounds included a central open courtyard, a communal
meeting place, and perhaps a porch.

In Muslim areas the Arabian-style mosque combined
with indigenous African mysticism and aesthetics to cre-
ate unique local mosques. When Europeans or Americans
settled in Africa they brought with them construction
methods, materials, and ideas about architectural styles
with which they were most familiar. European SETTLERS,
traders, and MISSIONARIES constructed the buildings that
they knew from their own cultures and used them as an
expression of economic wealth and political authority. As
these new urban planning and architectural styles were
introduced, Africans contributed their own indigenous
styles to create new African forms.

In the BACK-TO-AFRICA MOVEMENTS of the 1820s,
African-Americans settled the colony of LIBERIA on the
West Coast of Africa. Some brought with them architec-
tural styles from North Carolina and Virginia. However,
because they were not trained architects and because the
construction materials available to them were different,
Liberian houses resembled the settlers’ former homes only
in appearance. Other returnees who had been emancipated
in Brazil found their way to LAGOS, in present-day NIGERIA,
where a Brazilian quarter is identifiable by its architecture.
Settlers also built a Brazilian-style cathedral in ABEOKUTA.

The European colonizers sought to change the face
of urban Africa. Where urban areas already existed,
Europeans often changed the city structure by adding a
Europeanized city adjacent to the existing city. Where a
specific architectural style existed, Europeans added or
subtracted architectural elements to make a hybrid re-
gional architecture called arabisances. Where no city ex-
isted, they executed urban planning. Until the 1950s
European civil engineers built capital cities containing
schools, hospitals, and government buildings. After the
1950s they increasingly used architects instead of engi-
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neers. In many cases Europeans adopted or adapted in-
digenous African design into their regional architecture.
The porch is one such example. Europeans built two-
story buildings that had a porch on both levels, windows
parallel to each other, and louvered shutters that main-
tained privacy while allowing a breeze to pass through.
Another indigenous element used by the Europeans was
the central courtyard. In Saint-Louis, SENEGAL, the first
colonial capital of FRENCH WEST AFRICA, houses were built
around an interior courtyard and with a second-floor
porch. Constructed in the 1950s and 1960s, buildings at
the University of Ghana, in Lagos, are situated around an
open courtyard.

In Morocco the French moved the capital from Fez
to the existing city of Rabat to evade Moroccan resistance
to their rule. As a consequence Rabat came to resemble a
French city, with broad thoroughfares, streets intersecting
at many different angles, and roundabouts. To the exist-
ing Arabian-styled Tetouan railway station the French
added two towers reminiscent of medieval France. At the
same time Muslim architects adapted to the changing
urban environment by using Western building materials
and techniques to build traditional-looking mosques.

The westernizing and modernizing of independent
EGYPT was furthered by Khedive 1smaiL (1830-1895), who
created a European-styled cAIRO adjacent to old Cairo in
an effort to make his capital comparable to the grand capi-
tal cities of Europe.

The British brought with them English ideas of urban
planning, artistic style, and housing construction. When
they came to CAPE TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA, British planners
used European architectural styles in construction. The
Standard Bank building, for example, is in the Classical
style, and St. George’s Cathedral is in the Gothic style.
Reflecting the segregation of South African society, British
settlers built their houses with separate servants’ quarters.

European architecture is evident in other British-ruled
colonies as well. When the British planned accra, in the
GOLD COAST COLONY (present-day GHANA), they used Re-
naissance styles for construction of the customs house and
post office. In Lagos they built Catholic and Anglican
cathedrals in the Gothic style, but used the Italian Renais-
sance style for governmental buildings. Colonial architec-
ture in NAIROBI, KENYA is characterized by Victorian-style
buildings.

The French often created planned cities in the capitals
of their colonies. In 1857 they built DAKAR (in present-day
Senegal) with a plan based on the prevailing 19th-century,
European Renaissance, urban design. Similarly, in 1893,
the Europeans planning Conakry, in GUINEA, consciously
designed buildings to resemble the neoclassical govern-
ment buildings in Paris.

The Portuguese-designed city of Maputo, MOzZAM-
BIQUE, has government office buildings in the colonial Re-
naissance style.
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This photograph from around 1899 shows an example of the highly ornate Arab-style architecture of North Africa. © Library of Congress

Architectural changes appeared first in Africa’s urban
areas, but, in time, they also appeared in the rural hinter-
land. In some of these places, as Africans adopted and
adapted new architectural styles, the traditional round,
sun-dried brick houses with thatched roofs were replaced
by European-styled, rectangular, multi-room houses made
of concrete block with roofs of zinc or corrugated iron.
Because of this shift in architectural styles, Africans
traded the outdoor communal spaces and good ventila-
tion of their traditional compounds for more modernized
designs that often had stuffy interior spaces that over-
heated in the dry season.

Although many Africans adopted some European ar-
chitectural styles, groups like the FuLaNI of Nigeria and
the Maasal of Kenya and TANZANIA continued their semi-
nomadic lifestyle, even though the colonial administra-
tions pressured them to become sedentary. As part of this
lifestyle, they continued to live in portable, collapsible
tents made of hides or found materials.

As urban areas grew rural peoples were attracted to
their luxuries and the promise of jobs. Because they did

not possess “proper” Western education, many of these
people ended up working in an informal economy, pro-
viding needed goods or services. Unable to afford houses
or apartments in town, these people often lived in “shan-
tytowns” made from scrap lumber and metal. Those who
could afford it rented one-room apartments, often sleep-
ing indoors and using the city sidewalk for their living
space. If these apartments were built around a courtyard,
it was common for tenants to use that space like the com-
munal areas in the rural village compound.

Until World War II (1939-45) the design of official
buildings was reserved for European architects. In the
1940s and 1950s, however, Africans began going to pro-
fessional schools to study architecture. Because, in gen-
eral, they were trained in Europe or in the United States,
many of these newly minted architects brought together
Western rationalism and African mysticism to create a
new, wholly African style.

See also: ARCHITECTURE (Vols. 1, 11, 1II); COLONIAL
RULE (Vol. IV); COLONIALISM, INFLUENCE OF (Vol. IV); URr-
BANIZATION (Vols. IV, V).
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armies, colonial European colonial powers deployed
armed forces to their colonies to defend borders and also to
suppress hostile indigenous populations (a process called
PACIFICATION). Some European nations—France, Britain,
Germany, Belgium, and Portugal—employed many black
Africans in their colonial armies. Spain, on the other hand,
recruited very few black-African soldiers but did have mili-
tary units made up of African Berber mercenaries. These
troops aided Francisco Franco (1892-1975) in his assaults
on the Spanish mainland launched from North Africa dur-
ing the Spanish Civil War (1936-39). Indigenous African
troops were used as both soldiers and laborers, depending
on the needs of the regular colonial armies.

In the 17th century the first colonial armies were sent
by both France and Britain to the SENEGAMBIA REGION of
West Africa. Soon both British and French military forces
were recruiting local Africans to help them gain control of
the coastal trading regions. These African units frequently
proved effective in spite of the fact that basic training in
the colonial armies included only instruction in the ver-
nacular LANGUAGE of command, drill movements, han-
dling a rifle, and marching. While peacetime recruitment
often drew interest, during wartime, response was usually
so low that colonial administrations had to force conscrip-
tion on their African subjects in the 20th century. Both be-
fore and after World War I (1914-18) and World War II
(1939-45), local chiefs were made to supply men from
their populations. This practice was extremely unpopular
and led to a number of protests. In addition, it was not
uncommon for Africans recruited by forced conscription
to desert.

French Colonial Armies The example of the French
colonial armies illustrates the recruitment, uses, and chang-
ing roles of Africans in the military from 1850 to the era of
African independence in the late 1950s and early 1960s.

In 1820 black Africans in France’s Battalion d’Afrique
(Africa Battalion), in SENEGAL, constituted only a small
fraction of the soldiers in France’s colonial army. By 1823,
however, the French administration was able to field all-
African units, and within a few years France employed
African soldiers throughout its colonial empire. For ex-
ample, WOLOF soldiers from Senegal were sent to MADA-
GASCAR in 1827 and a few years later they were even sent
abroad to French Guyana, in South America.

Early on, Africans were used mainly as laborers to sup-
port French soldiers. However, the need for greater num-
bers of African soldiers increased as tropical diseases
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decimated the ranks of the white soldiers in sub-Saharan
Africa. Although sLAVERY was formally abolished in France’s
colonies in 1848, in West Africa the French still increased
their colonial ranks by purchasing slaves who they then in-
dentured to military service for up to 14 years.

In Senegal the French military tried to rely on volun-
teer soldiers from the free population of Saint-Louis, but
free African men usually rejected military service; the
work was demeaning and men did not want to risk losing
social status for associating and working with slaves.

In 1857 the governor of FRENCH WEST AFRICA, Louis
FAIDHERBE (1818-1889), created the first permanent units
of black soldiers for France, the TIRAILLEURS SENEGALAIS.
Unlike French commanders before him, Faidherbe be-
lieved that Africans could become effective combat sol-
diers, and he embarked on a campaign to change the status
of Africans in the military. African troops had their own
distinct uniforms and were segregated into their own com-
panies with French officers. Trained to be infantry soldiers,
the Tirailleurs received higher pay and incentive bonuses
and shared in the spoils of war. The African troops were
mainly drawn from savanna peoples, and the Bamana lan-
guage became the secondary military vernacular after
French patois. Since Africans could be promoted to the
ranks of Native Officers, military service became the vehi-
cle of advancement for Africans in French colonial society.

Following the French conquest of the empire of
SAMORI TOURE (c. 1830-1900) in 1898, Touré’s offi-
cers were incorporated into the Tirailleurs Séné-
galais. Also, four of Touré’s sons joined the cavalry
units of the French Frontier Guard.

From 1890 until 1904 the demand for African soldiers
outpaced the supply as France used the auxiliaries to sub-
due West African resistance to their occupation. French
commanders paid enlistment bonuses to recruit soldiers
and to encourage veterans to reenlist, and they also paid
enlistment bonuses to troops who helped indenture more
slaves.

In World War I Blaise DIAGNE (1872-1934), the French
National Assembly delegate from Senegal, launched a re-
cruitment campaign to increase the numbers of French
troops fighting against the armies of the German colonies
of KAMERUN (today’s CAMEROON) and TOGOLAND. Armée
d’Afrique units recruited by Diagne also were employed
in Europe on the Western Front.

In 1919, after universal male conscription was system-
atically introduced in French West Africa, Muslim leaders
who had witnessed the devastation of the European war
wanted to protect their followers from unwanted foreign
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influence. They therefore discouraged them from joining
the colonial army, risking French military reprisal.

During World War II FRENCH EQUATORIAL AFRICA Pro-
vided the base of operations for the Free French resistance
movement led by General Charles DE GaULLE (1890-1970).
Tens of thousands of African troops helped de Gaulle and
the allies to victory both at home in Africa and abroad.

Following the war, soldiers from the Armée d’Afrique
provided internal security in French West Africa and
French Equatorial Africa. Later, during the transition to
independence between 1958 and 1960, French African
colonial soldiers returned to their home territories to be-
come the military and police forces for the newly inde-
pendent nations. In many places French military officers
continued to direct African enlisted personnel.

British Colonial Armies The experience of African
troops in British colonies was similar to that of the troops
in the French colonies. In the early 1800s the British
Royal Africa Corps recruited local African troops for mili-
tary service in both East and West Africa. British military
policy in the 1860s revolved around the might of the
British navy, since wherever Britain controlled the coast
the interior fell under their control within 20 years. The
ROYAL NIGER COMPANY used a navy on the Niger and
Benue rivers for communication, to supply its outposts,
and to protect its investment against smugglers.

In 1897 Colonel Frederick LuGArRD (1858-1945)
created the West Africa Frontier Force (WAFF) to be a
federal, interterritorial army to combat French incur-
sions into the region that was to become British-ruled
NIGERIA. Commanded by British army officers with a
small contingent of British non-commissioned officers
(NCOs), the WAFF became the Royal West African
Frontier Force (RWAFF), in 1928. In peacetime there
was no shortage of men wanting to join the ranks of the
military, and a clean bill of health was the determining
factor for selection.

In the 1860s, Captain John Glover (1829-1885)
formed a military force from HAusA and YOruBA
mercenaries. Known as “Glover’s Hausas,” they
helped defend the colony of LAGOs and also fought
in the ANGLO-ASHANTI WARs. Although English was
the official language, Glover’s troops spoke the
Hausa language and it was used as the language of
command. As late as 1950 British officers and non-
commissioned officers appointed by the Colonial
Office in West Africa were expected to learn Hausa.

In BRITISH EAST AFRICA the Kings African Rifles (KAR)
was formed in 1902. The KAR brought together soldiers

from the former Central African Rifles Battalions of NyAsA-
LAND, the East African Rifles of the East Africa Protec-
torate, the KENYA Rifles, and the uGaNDA Rifles. During
World War I KAR units fought in the GERMAN EAST AFRICA
campaigns.

In World War 1II the KAR expanded as Britain con-
trolled more territories and participated in the 1942-43
Madagascar campaign. The first African officers were ap-
pointed about this time.

After the war the RWAFF increasingly played the role
of safeguarding internal security. By 1956 each regiment
was developed as a regional force, and served, in effect, as
a nascent national army. For example, the Ghana Military
Force became the Ghana Army at independence in 1957.
Of Britain’s former West African colonies, only The Gam-
BIA disbanded its army in favor of a civilian police force.
The main task of the new armies was to maintain internal
security, and the armies were supplemented with the ad-
dition of small navies and air forces. In East Africa the
Kings African Rifles trained as combat troops and were
used to suppress the MAU MAU in Kenya.

German Colonial Armies In German protectorates
(SOUTH WEST AFRICA, German South East Africa, Kamerun,
and Togoland), the colonial forces were called the
Schutztruppe. At the beginning of World War I German of-
ficers of the Schutztruppe commanded more than 1,500
African troops in Kamerun and more than 2,400 African
troops in GERMAN EAST AFRICA. Although the Germans
were known for their sometimes brutal racism in the ad-
ministration of their African protectorates, it is thought
that German officers treated African troops with a profes-
sional, if paternalistic, respect on the battlefield.

Belgian Colonial Armies By the end of the 1880s
Belgium’s King LEOPOLD 11 (1835-1909) had military per-
sonnel, the Force Publique, protecting his CONGO FREE
STATE colony. Like other European colonial armies, the
Force Publique recruited Africans into their ranks. Unlike
other colonies, however, soldiers in the Belgian territory
were inadequately supervised, and the armies often be-
came nothing more than raiding parties for rogue admin-
istrators interested in personal gain.

During World War I, however, the Force Publique
experienced some success in helping Britain contain the
advancing German Schutztruppe in East Africa. Belgium
also dispatched a Force Publique battalion to help
France take parts of Kamerun from Germany. Similar to
other European colonial armies, between the world wars,
Belgian armies were used to preserve the peace and
maintain internal security. During World War II African
troops from the Congo aided the Allies in defeating
German and Italian forces throughout the continent.

Unlike Britain and France, Belgium did not train
African troops for officer positions. In 1961, when the
Democratic Republic of the coNGo declared independence
from Belgian rule, the lack of clear lines of command



among African military personnel exacerbated the
widespread instability of the country.

Portuguese Colonial Armies Around the time of
World War I, in ANGOLA and northern South West Africa,
Portuguese colonial armies recruited Africans, most no-
tably Himba men, to help them pacify the region.
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art Dominated by indigenous works representing knowl-
edge, power, and beauty in daily life, African art forms were
influenced by European and American art in the 19th cen-
tury and they, in turn, influenced the art of Europe and the
Americas in the 20th century.

Because of the diversity of ethnic groups on the Afri-
can continent, African art cannot be identified under the
names of movements such as impressionism or cubism in
Europe. Art among Africans has a function in society and
is used for the beautification of daily life; it is a part of life
rather than an imitation of it. Across the continent, style
in African art is based on simplification and exaggeration
for emphasis.

Much of African art is the symbolic representation of
knowledge and power, both religious and political. A
YORUBA divination tray is marked with important symbols
known only to the babalawo, the diviner. Carved statues
often represent ancestors who are well remembered and
who work within the spirit world to help the family. An
intricately carved staff can imbue its holder with power.
The indigenous leader of KANKAN, GUINEA, for example,
possesses a staff that has been passed from generation to
generation. Among the Ashanti of present-day GHANA, a
carved wooden stool represents the seat of power while
the Golden Stool is the symbol for the collective soul of
the Ashanti people.

Indigenous art for daily life is exhibited through carv-
ings in wood, ivory, stone, and metals, cloth weaving, clay
pottery, beadwork, and personal adornment such as scarifi-
cation. A common purpose of indigenous artistic forms
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was, and still is, to generate beauty in daily life by decorat-
ing the practical and functional items in society.

The production of art is usually divided by gender in
each society. For example, among the Senufo of present-
day IVvORY COAsST, the men are the weavers and the women
are the potters, while the converse may be true elsewhere.
Whether male or female, however, the African artist must
produce objects that are based on the aesthetically accept-
able standards of the community.

Prior to the arrival of Europeans and later, Americans,
the most obvious outside influence on African art came
from Islam. In Islamic communities the symbols of reli-
gious power reflected Muslim aesthetic ideals, which pro-
hibit statues or three dimensional representations but
allow geometrical patterns and embellishments of scripture
written in Arabic.

During the early 19th century some African descen-
dants who had been removed to Europe and the Americas
during the SLAVE TRADE, returned to Africa during the BACK-
TO-AFRICA MOVEMENTS. These returnees brought with them
the new art styles that they had learned, sharing them with
indigenous Africans who then adopted and adapted these
features into their own aesthetic sensibilities.

During the early 20th century African artifacts from
Central and West Africa, especially masks, became fash-
ionable items in curio shops and were displayed in the
emerging ethnographic museums in Europe. At this junc-
ture of European art history, artists were rebelling against
the naturalist stereotypes and began incorporating African
techniques of stylization to create a new artistic style. Al-
though Europeans did not consider African artifacts to be
on a par with European fine art, as European artists began
referring to them more frequently, the artifacts became
categorized as “tribal” or “primitive” art.

Credited with the “discovery” of tribal art in 1906,
the French artist Henri Matisse (1869-1954) also intro-
duced Spanish painter Pablo Picasso (1881-1973) to the
simplified forms and earth tones produced by Africans.
After visiting the Musée d’Ethnographie du Trocadéro in
Paris, Picasso incorporated four different African masks
in the creation of his renowned painting, Les Demoiselles
d’Avignon (1907). This initiated the European art move-
ment known as Primitivism, which in turn became the
foundation for cubism, one of the most influential move-
ments in the history of Western art.
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Asantewa, Yaa (Queen Mother of Ejisu)
(1850-1921) Leader of the Ashanti Empire

Yaa Asantewa was born to the Ashanti royal family in
the village of Ejisu, about 10 miles east of kumasi, the
Ashanti capital located in present-day south-central GHANA.
Throughout her life her native region was the site of ongo-
ing violence between the ASHANTI EMPIRE and the occupy-
ing British colonial forces. In 1874 Britain took control of
Kumasi and declared the region part of its GOLD COAST
COLONY. In 1888, following a bitter five-year civil war, the
beleaguered Ashanti confederation chose Agyeman PREM-
PEH (1870-1931), a close ally of Yaa Asantewa’s son, as the
rightful asantehene, or king.

By 1896 the Ashanti were once again a powerful
force in the region. In an attempt to reassert control over
their colony the British advanced on Kumasi once more,
capturing Prempeh in the process. In an attempt to bring
the fighting to a quick end, the British demanded that the
defeated asantehene be sent into exile. Capitulating to the
demand, Prempeh, along with leading chiefs—including
Yaa Asantewa’s son—was eventually sent to the remote
Indian Ocean island of sEvyCHELLES. Without their king
the Ashanti people rallied around Yaa Asantewa, who had
assumed the powerful office of the Queen Mother in the
absence of most of the Ashanti male leadership.

Early in 1900 the colonial governor of the Gold Coast,
Sir Arnold Hodgson, made the mistake of demanding to sit
on the Ashanti Golden Stool, a sacred object that repre-
sented the unity and independence of the Ashanti people.
This unforgivable gaffe was met with the silent withdrawal
of the Ashanti people, who immediately made plans for an
attack on the British stronghold at Kumasi. Under Yaa As-
antewa’s active leadership, Ashanti warriors fought a fierce
six-month battle for Kumasi. Eventually, in September
1900, British reinforcements with automatic weapons ar-
rived to bring an end to the uprising, now remembered as
the Yaa Asantewa War. According to some witnesses, Yaa
Asantewa was the last Ashanti warrior captured. She, too,
was sent to Seychelles.

In exile, Yaa Asantewa’s encyclopedic knowledge of her
own royal lineage was instrumental in helping Prempeh I
compile The History of Ashanti Kings and the Whole Country
Itself, begun in 1907. Proud and defiant to the end, she died
in exile circa 1921.

See also: asHaNTI (Vol. 1II); COLONIAL CONQUEST
(Vol. 1V): GHANA (Vols. I, 11, TII, V): GOLDEN sTOOL (Vol.
III); WOMEN IN COLONIAL AFRICA (Vol. IV).

Ashanti Empire Territory ruled by the Ashanti, a West
African AKAN group; at its height the Ashanti Empire cov-
ered most of present-day GHANA. In the 17th century the
first Ashanti asantehene, or king, Osei Tutu (c. 1680—c.
1717), founded his capital of kumasl, a market town
along a trade route in the dense forests of the south-cen-
tral region of present-day Ghana. With the sacred Golden
Stool as a powerful symbol of unity, Osei Tutu and the
succeeding asantehenes joined all of the local Ashanti
chiefdoms into a formidable state.

Once it had centralized its power the Ashanti king-
dom employed its massive and well-trained army to dom-
inate other Akan kingdoms, including Denkyira and
Akyem, as well as the MossI STATES to the north, such as
Dagomba. Waging frequent wars, they captured thou-
sands of prisoners, whom they used to increase their own
ranks, to clear the forest for AGRICULTURE, and to work
their lucrative GoLD fields. Prisoners were also traded on
the coast for European goods. As a result of this military
and commercial might the Ashanti kingdom evolved into
an empire.

In 1807, however, Britain outlawed slave trading and
began actively discouraging the trade in human captives
on the southern coast of Ashanti territory (called the Gold
Coast by Europeans for the massive amounts of the pre-
cious metal that were traded there). Over the next two
decades British merchants and expeditionary forces contin-
ued to encroach on Ashanti territory, sparking the ANGLO-
ASHANTI WARS, a series of battles that gradually weakened
the Ashanti Empire during the 19th century.

In 1873 the British began an invasion of Kumasi,
burning buildings and looting storehouses. The subse-
quent occupation of the city and the establishment of the
British GOLD COAST COLONY to the south of Kumasi
marked a shift in the region’s power structure. Then, fol-
lowing the death of Asantehene Kwaku Dua II (d. 1884),
a problem of succession embroiled the Ashanti in tur-
moil over who would be named the next asantehene.
During this void in leadership, questions arose over the
direction the empire should take. Some Ashanti chiefs
and counselors recommended that the empire join with
the Gold Coast Colony, while others vehemently dis-
agreed. Since the Ashanti are a matrilineal society, royal
women and queen mothers chose the asantehene. Queen
Mother Yaa Akyaa (1845-1917) supported the accession
of her son Agyeman PREMPEH (1870-1931), and after
five years of civil war Agyeman Prempeh was finally ap-
pointed asantehene.

The internal warfare weakened the Ashanti Empire,
but it did not fall easily. By 1896 its reorganized army at-
tempted to expel the British from Kumasi. However, British
forces overwhelmed the Ashanti army with superior fire-
power, seized Agyeman Prempeh, and eventually exiled
him and his mother to the distant island of SEYCHELLES in
the Indian Ocean.



Many Ashanti considered the exiling of Agyeman
Prempeh to be a victory for their people. The pri-
mary objective was to preserve the sanctity of the
Golden Stool, which, as the symbolic soul of their
nation, was much more important than the destiny
of any particular asantehene. The victorious British
colonial governor demanded that the Ashanti roy-
alty hand over the stool for him to sit on—an un-
pardonable offense that led to further conflict.

Because the rightful king and his mother had been
exiled along with her own son, Yaa AsaNTEwA (1850-
1921), Queen Mother of a component state in the empire,
assumed leadership. In 1901 she challenged the men by
leading the last efforts to end the British occupation of
Kumasi. Carrying a machete and a British-made 30.03
rifle, Yaa Asantewa led her army. Although eventually de-
feated, she escaped capture for three years. In the end,
however, she, too, was exiled to the Seychelles.

After the Ashanti were defeated their gold fields were
co-opted by British MINING interests, and the colonial ad-
ministration set about building railroads from Kumasi to
the coast. When Agyeman Prempeh was allowed to return
to Kumasi, in 1924, he was celebrated once again as the
mighty asantehene, but the former glory of the Ashanti
Empire was a distant memory.

See also: asHaNTI (Vol. II); AsHANTI EMPIRE (Vol.
III); COLONIAL CONQUEST (Vol. IV); ENGLAND AND AFRICA
(Vols. 111, 1V, V); GOLDEN sTooOL (Vol. III); ose1r TutU (Vol.
I11).

Further reading: Ivor Wilks, Asante in the Nineteenth
Century: The Structure and Evolution of a Political Order
(New York: Cambridge University Press, 1975).

Asian communities During the colonial era large
numbers of Asians were brought to Africa to supply
British colonies with cheap LABOR. Some of these laborers
were Chinese or Indonesian, but the majority were from
India, which was part of the British Empire at the time.
Significant Asian populations lived on the Indian Ocean
islands of MADAGASCAR, MAURITIUS, and REUNION ISLAND,
but the largest Asian communities lived, and still live, in
SOUTH AFRICA and in BRITISH EAST AFRICA.

During the middle of the 19th century European-
owned companies established South Africa’s sugarcane in-
dustry along the Indian Ocean coast, in what was Britain’s
NATAL colony. Between the 1850s and 1910 the British ad-
ministration recruited an estimated 150,000 Asians to
work as indentured laborers for five-year terms. Most
worked on the sugar plantations, but others were em-
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ployed as railway workers, miners, and domestic servants
for British and Afrikaner households. At the end of their
contracts many of the Indian laborers stayed in the area.
By the end of the 19th century they had formed an edu-
cated middle class composed of merchants and small-
business owners in addition to constituting a working
class. As such, they were able to develop a measure of po-
litical influence that was unattainable to the country’s
black majority.

The most famous Indian to live in South Africa was
a young, British-trained lawyer named Mohandas
GANDHI (1869-1948). After arriving in DURBAN in
1893, Gandhi worked for more than 20 years as a
social activist. His style of political leadership later
had a profound impact on leaders of the AFrRiCAN
NATIONAL CONGRESS.

In the 20th century the Afrikaner-dominated South
African government tended to see the country’s Indians
as a homogenous community. Despite the government’s
tendency to lump the Indians together, however, there
were religious, ethnic, and cultural differences among
the various groups within the community. For example,
some Indians were Hindi, some were Sikhs, and others
were Muslims. In many ways immigrants from India’s
northern Punjabi district were as culturally distinct from
the southern Goan Indians as they were from their
Afrikaner neighbors.

Between 1896 and 1901 the British colonial govern-
ment brought more than 30,000 indentured Indian work-
ers to supply labor on the railway between the cities of
KAMPALA, in present-day UGANDA, and MOMBASA, on the
coast of KENYA. The workers who survived the difficult
project settled throughout British East Africa, establish-
ing Asian communities all down the swAHILI COAST from
Mombasa to DAR ES SALAAM, located on the coast of TAN-
GANYIKA (present-day mainland TANZANIA).

Britain’s East African railroads were notoriously diffi-
cult to build, and many workers died from disease
brought on by poor living conditions and a harsh work-
ing environment. In addition, man-eating lions and other
large predators terrorized the worker camps. In all an es-
timated 2,500 workers died during the construction of
the Mombasa-Kampala railway.

Indian merchants along the Indian Ocean coast de-
veloped commercial ties to Asia and the Middle East, as
well as throughout Africa. Similar to the Asian immi-
grants in South Africa, in the 20th century Asian settlers
in East Africa made up an educated middle class that had
some political power.
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See also: AstAN COMMUNITIES (Vol. V); ENGLAND AND
AFRICA (Vols. 111, IV, V); INDIAN OCEAN TRADE (Vol. II).

Further reading: Bill Freund, Insiders and Out-
siders: The Indian Working Class of Durban, 1910-1990
(Portsmouth, N.H.: Heinemann, 1995).

Asmara (Asmera) Capital and largest city of ERITREA,
located near the Red Sea in the Eritrean highlands.
Situated at an elevation of 7,700 feet (2,347 m), Asmara
was originally a minor TIGRAY village before becoming the
military headquarters of Emperor YOHANNES 1v (1831-
1889) of ETHIOPIA. His successor, Emperor MENELIK I
(1844-1913), ceded Asmara and the surrounding region
to Italy under the terms of the Treaty of Wichale (1889).
Italy later used Asmara as a base from which to invade
Ethiopia in 1895.

The following year, however, Ethiopia thoroughly
routed the Italian invaders at the Battle of ADOWA, and the
subsequent Treaty of Addis Ababa recognized Ethiopia’s
sovereignty and Italy’s claim only to Eritrea. The Italian
governor at the time selected Asmara over the port city of
Massawa, some 40 miles (65 km) away, as the colony’s
capital because of its cooler highland climate.

Asmara came to assume the character of an Italian
colonial city, and by 1925 had 10,000 inhabitants. A
focal point of the city was the Piazza Roma Asmara,
with the Bank of Italy, built in 1926, as one of its princi-
pal landmarks. Another important colonial building was
the Catholic cathedral, erected in 1922. Yet in terms of
its overall population, Asmara remained a Tigrayan city,
with its indigenous population made up of equal num-
bers of Muslims and Ethiopian Orthodox Christians. In
1935, in an event that was a precursor to World War 11
(1939-45), Italy again utilized Asmara as its base for an
invasion of Ethiopia. Although the Italian forces suc-
ceeded this time, British forces later defeated the Italians
in 1941, restoring independence to Ethiopia and taking
over Eritrea. The city continued as the British adminis-
trative capital until 1952, when a United Nations resolu-
tion made Eritrea a federated province of Ethiopia, with
Asmara as its provincial capital. In 1993, when Eritrea
became an independent nation, Asmara became the na-
tional capital.

See also: asmara (Vols. 1I, V); ITALY AND AFRICA
(Vol. IV); UNITED NATIONS AND AFRICA (Vols. IV, V).

Aswan Dam Either of two Egyptian dams across the
Nile River. The Aswan “Low” Dam was completed in
1902. It was supplanted in the 1960s by the much larger
Aswan “High” Dam. Because EGYPT is relatively rainless,
the annual flood of the Nile River is what makes the land
suitable for farming. However, the volume of floodwater
can change significantly from year to year—from 12 bil-

lion cubic meters in a lean year to 155 billion cubic me-
ters in a heavy year. Egypt needed to control these flood-
waters in order to guarantee a stable amount of water to
grow crops for the country’s expanding population. In ad-
dition, developing industries needed a new source of elec-
tricity to fuel their growth. A dam at Aswan, 590 miles
(949 km) south of cAIrO, provided clear answers to both
of these needs.

In 1898 Egypt employed British engineers to begin
construction of what would be the first, or Low, Aswan
Dam. A number of Britain’s foremost engineers partici-
pated in the project, including Sir Benjamin Baker
(1840-1907) and Sir John Aird. The dam was completed
in 1902. Measuring over 100 feet (30 m) in height and
nearly 1.5 miles (2.4 km) in length, the dam was an ex-
traordinary engineering feat for its time.

It soon became apparent, however, that this was not
sufficient. The primary problem was that the dam’s reser-
voir area could not accommodate an extreme Nile flood.
This produced dangerously high levels of water pressure
against the dam’s concrete and granite structure. Efforts
to increase the height and width of the dam, first from
1907 to 1912 and then again from 1929 to 1934, failed to
produce a significant solution.

Planning for a second Aswan Dam, located 4 miles
(6.4 km) upstream from the first dam, began in the early
1950s. In November 1959 the Nile Water Agreement be-
tween Egypt and present-day Republic of the suban
paved the way for construction to begin on the Aswan
High Dam. This new dam, which would not be com-
pleted until 1970, involved Cold War politics in its con-
struction and produced sweeping changes not only in
Egypts topology, but in its native ecology and culture as
well. The dam also affected the archaeological study of
the remnants of the ancient civilizations of Egyptian
Nubia and Sudanese Nubia.

See also: aswaN (Vol. I); AswaN pam (Vol. V); coLD
WAR AND AFRICA (Vol. IV) kusH (Vol. I); MEDITERRANEAN
SEA (Vols. 1, II); NILE RIVER (Vol. I); NILE VALLEY (Vol. I);
SUDAN, THE (Vol. II).

Atlantic Charter Declaration issued by the United
States and Britain that seemed to promise a shift toward the
end of colonialism. During World War II (1939-45) United
States president Franklin D. Roosevelt (1882-1945) and
British prime minister Winston Churchill (1874-1965) met
aboard a warship in the Atlantic Ocean off the coast of
Newfoundland. At the conclusion of this meeting, in Au-
gust 1941, Roosevelt and Churchill issued a joint declara-
tion that became known as the Atlantic Charter. It out-
lined their principles, intent, and vision for the postwar
world that would follow upon the defeat of Germany and
Japan. The third article of the declaration stated that the
United States and Britain would “respect the right of all



peoples to choose the form of government under which
they will live,” and that they sought to have “sovereign
rights and self government restored to those [peoples]
who have been forcibly deprived of them.”

In the context of the NATIONALISM AND INDEPEN-
DENCE MOVEMENTS occurring in most parts of Africa at
the time—political efforts that sought a greater measure
of power sharing, self rule, or outright independence—
the Atlantic Charter appeared to signal a profound shift
in Western policy toward the African colonies. African
intellectuals widely quoted the third article, for it raised
hopes for a drastically changed postwar political land-
scape, one in which Africans would exercise greater au-
tonomy and work toward independence. When none of
these expectations were realized after the war, the per-
ceived duplicity of the declaration tended to embitter po-
litical moderates and give momentum to anticolonial
nationalist movements.

See also: ENGLAND AND AFRICA (Vols. 111, IV, V); INDE-
PENDENCE MOVEMENTS (Vol. V); UNITED NATIONS AND
AFRICA (Vols. 1V, V); UNITED STATES AND AFRICA (Vols. IV, V).

Awolowo, Obafemi (1909-1987) Nigerian statesman
and Yoruba national leader

Popularly known as “Awo,” Obafemi Awolowo was
born to Christian parents in the YORUBA town of Tkene, in
what was then the British PROTECTORATE of Southern
NIGERIA. Because of his father’s early death, Awolowo had
a very difficult childhood. As a youth he attended various
schools in towns in Western Nigeria before gaining ad-
mission, in 1927, to Wesley College, in IBADAN.

Forced to drop out of the college in 1928, he pursued
various means of earning a living. In 1934 he moved to
LAGOS and at various times engaged in money lending,
public letter writing (most colonial Nigerians could nei-
ther read nor write), public transport, and produce trad-
ing. He did all of these with some success but also
incurred huge debts and losses. In 1937 he married a
businesswoman, Hannah Idowu Dideolu Adelana. During
this period he also became active in the labor union
movement, and in 1943 he was one of the founders of the
Nigerian Trade Union Congress.

In 1944 he went to London to study law, and in 1946
he was admitted to the bar. After returning home the fol-
lowing year he established a law practice in Ibadan and
also became active in the nationalist politics of the era.
While in England he had founded a Yoruba cultural soci-
ety among his countrymen there that became the nucleus
of a new nationalist political party. This party, named the
Action Group, was officially formed in 1950, with
Awolowo as its first president.

From 1951 to 1959 Awolowo held posts of increasing
responsibility in the government of the Yoruba-dominated
Western Region, which began to demand self-rule within
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a federal Nigeria. In 1959 he was elected to the Federal
House of Representatives in which, as head of the Action
Group, he was leader of the opposition. In 1960, when
Nigeria achieved independence, Abubakar Tafawa BALEwWA
(1912-1966), from the HAUsA-dominated Northern Re-
gion, became prime minister.

In 1963, as a result of an aborted coup attempt by
the Action Group against Balewa’s government, Awolowo
was sentenced to 10 years in prison. He was released in
1966, however, following the military coup that put
Yakubu Gowon (1934— ), an officer from the Northern
Region, into power. For the remainder of his political ca-
reer, which ended in 1983, Awolowo was active in na-
tional politics. In 1987 the University of Ifé in Ilé-Ifé,
Nigeria, was renamed Obafemi Awolowo University in
his honor.

See also: awoLowo, OBAFEMI (Vol. V); GOWON,
YAKUBU (Vol. V); NATIONALISM AND INDEPENDENCE MOVE-
MENTS (Vol. IV).

Azikiwe, Nnamdi (Benjamin Nnamdi Azikiwe)
(1904-1996) First president of independent Nigeria

Azikiwe, an 1GBO, was born in the town of Zungeru,
in Northern NIGERIA. His father worked as a clerk for
the British colonial army. Azikiwe received his early ed-
ucation in Calabar and later in LAGOS, where he was ex-
posed to the philosophy of the pan-Africanist Marcus
GARVEY (1887-1940) and met American-trained Ghana-
ian educator and minister James E. Kwegyir AGGREY
(1875-1927). These events had a profound impact on
the young Azikiwe.

In 1924 Azikiwe’s father retired from his position
after receiving humiliating treatment from a European
coworker. Though the incident troubled Azikiwe, his fa-
ther was able to use his retirement money to send
Azikiwe to the United States to continue his education.
He ultimately ended up at Lincoln University, in Pennsyl-
vania, where one of his fellow students was Thurgood
Marshall (1908-1993), who later became a U.S. Supreme
Court justice. Although he was faced with persistent fi-
nancial difficulties and discrimination, Azikiwe still man-
aged to complete his studies and earn a master’s degree in
political science. His experience at Lincoln University
was so positive that he strongly encouraged Kwame
NKRUMAH (1902-1972), the first president of indepen-
dent GHANA, to attend the school as well.

Azikiwe returned to Nigeria in 1934 and then moved
to ACCRA, the capital of GOLD cOAST COLONY (now Ghana),
where he founded and edited a newspaper. He used the
paper to criticize colonialism in West Africa, drawing the
ire of colonial authorities, who charged him with sedition.
Azikiwe was convicted of the charge, but the conviction
was later overturned. The case was well publicized, and in
1937 Azikiwe returned to Nigeria as a nationalist hero.
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In 1944 Azikiwe established the National Council for
Nigeria and the Cameroons, as well as six NEWSPAPERS, in-
cluding the WEST AFRICAN PILOT, through which he launched
a massive anticolonial campaign. He branched out into eco-
nomics as well, founding the African Continental Bank that
same year. The colonial government reacted against
Azikiwe’s efforts, banning two of his papers, and rumors
abounded of assassination plots against him. Azikiwe’s pop-
ularity in Nigeria and beyond grew immensely, and in 1946
anticolonial radicals in Nigeria formed the Zikist move-
ment, naming themselves after Azikiwe’s nickname, Zik. In
1949 a European-police massacre of 18 African mine work-
ers incited a Zikist riot, an event which led Azikiwe to dis-
tance himself from the movement.

In 1948 Azikiwe was elected president of the Igbo
Union. Though still popular, he faced competition and

criticism from organizations in Nigeria’s other cultures,
including the HAausA and the YOruBA. The Hausa estab-
lished the Northern People’s Congress, in 1949, and the
Yoruba, led by Obafemi aworLowo (1909-1987) formed
the Action Group, in 1951. This heightened political ac-
tivism and rivalry helped lead Nigeria to independence,
in 1960, but it also increased the political and ethnic ten-
sions that led to the outbreak of civil war within the first
decade of Nigeria’s independence.

Azikiwe continued to rise through the ranks of
Nigerian politics until, in 1963, he assumed the role of
independent Nigeria’s first president.

See also: Azikiwe, NNAMDI (Vol. V); NATIONALISM
AND INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENTS (Vol. IV).



Ba, Amadou Hampate (1901-1991) Malian historian
and Muslim scholar

Amadou Hampate Ba was born in Bandiagara, MALI,
to a prominent Pular-speaking, Muslim family. As was
common in his community, he received a Quranic edu-
cation. He then became a follower of a prominent Sufi
mystic and teacher. He also received a primary educa-
tion in French, after which he became a junior clerk for
the colonial government in UPPER VOLTA (today’s BURK-
INA FASO). He worked as a research assistant, collecting
historical and ethnographic texts for the Fundamental
Institute of Black Africa (IFAN), a colonial research in-
stitute based in DAKAR, SENEGAL, with branches in other
colonies of FRENCH WEST AFRICA. Ba’s work with IFAN
helped establish him as a historian and ethnographer. In
the 1960s he directed the new Malian Institute for Re-
search in Human Sciences and was Mali’s ambassador to
UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific, and
Cultural Organization). He retired to the city of ABIDJAN
in IVORY coAsT, where he concentrated on teaching,
writing, and preaching.

The Pular (Peul) LANGUAGE enjoys widespread use
in West Africa. In its various dialects, it is spoken
by roughly 14 million people of FuLANI background,
from Fouta Jallon (modern GuINEA) through NIGER,
MALI, NIGERIA, and CAMEROON. Fulani traders and
merchants can be found in almost every major city
in West Africa.
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Amadou Ba wrote many works of nonfiction but only
one novel, L’Etrange destin de Wangrin (The fortunes of
Wangrin), published in 1973. His writings are notable for
the extent to which they incorporate his detailed knowl-
edge of his region’s customs and ORAL TRADITIONS. Sum-
marizing the importance of recording the past, he said “the
death of an old man is like the burning of a library.”

See also: LITERATURE IN MODERN AFRICA (Vol. V).

baasskap Term from AFRIKAANS literally meaning “master
condition.” In SOUTH AFRICA, it is applied to the concept of
the white-minority domination over the majority, which
was made up of Africans, CAPE COLOURED PEOPLE, and
Asians. The origins of baasskap lay with SLAVERY during the
Dutch East India Company and early British eras in the
CAPE COLONY. As they migrated out of the Cape Colony
into the interior, BOERS (later called AFRIKANERS) embraced
this approach in dealing with the indigenous African people
they encountered and eventually subordinated.

While baasskap became entrenched in social and eco-
nomic relations between blacks and whites, it also had a
legislative dimension. One of the earliest laws was the 1841
Masters and Servants Ordinance of the Cape Colony. Pass
laws regulating the free movement of Africans were another
example of legislated baasskap. With the National Party’s
electoral victory in 1948 and the emergence of APARTHEID in
South Africa, baasskap reached its high point. The objective
of the South African government was to consolidate and
perpetuate political control by whites and thus ensure their
social, economic, and cultural domination.

See also: AsiAN cOMMUNITIES (Vols. IV, V); RACE AND
RACISM (Vol. IV).
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Baba, Shaikh Sidiyya (1862-1926) Leading Muslim
scholar and reformer in Mauritania

The grandson of a highly revered and respected
marabout, or Islamic holy man, Baba learned much from
his grandfather about political leadership and political
mediation. He also received a strong Islamic education
from leading scholars of the southern Sahara region.
Growing up in an era of European COLONIAL CONQUEST
and expansion, Baba was interested in understanding the
effects of European imperialism on Muslim countries. For
example, he studied leaders such as Muhammad Ali
(1769-1849), a Muslim who modernized EGYPT with the
help of Europeans. With his broad knowledge of North
African history, Baba turned his attention to reforming
his own Moorish society in MAURITANIA.

Bands of warriors dominated precolonial Mauritania,
and the marabouts were limited in their political author-
ity. Baba sought to apply what he had learned about
European power first to cooperate with the French in
their colonial conquest, and then to utilize the French
administrative presence to restructure the lines of politi-
cal authority among Mauritanians. At the same time he
worked to keep Mauritania autonomous during the colo-
nial era. Baba also set up a French-Arabic school—the
first in the country—at his camp at Boutilimit, located
southwest of the capital in Nouakchott. The school
trained what would become the country’s first generation
of leaders—these included some of Babas own chil-
dren—after Mauritania achieved independence, in 1960.
In part, Baba’s legacy was the creation of schooling that
combined the best Islamic educational traditions with
those of the French colonialists to meet the needs of
Mauritania in the modern world.

See also: coLONIAL RULE (Vol. IV); COLONIALISM, IN-
FLUENCE OF (Vol. 1V); FRENCH WEST AFRICA (Vol. 1V);
ISLAM, INFLUENCE OF (Vol. IV).

Back-to-Africa movements Various initiatives un-
dertaken to return people of African descent in the Amer-
icas to Africa. Back-to-Africa movements were underway
as early as the late 18th century, with efforts by British
abolitionists and the Sierra Leone Company eventually
leading to the establishment of SIERRA LEONE, a colony
for repatriated Africans from Britain and the Americas.
Similarly, by the 1820s the American Colonization Soci-
ety had established the independent settlement of LIBERIA
for repatriated African-Americans.

During the late 19th and into the 20th century one of
the staunchest supporters of the Back-to-Africa movement
was Bishop Henry McNeal Turner (1834-1915), whose
disillusionment with the plight of American blacks made
him call for emigration to Africa. Edward Wilmot BLYDEN
(1832-1912), a West Indian who moved to Liberia, also
encouraged American blacks to return to Africa.

One African-American abolitionist, Martin Robinson
Delany (1812-1885), is characterized as an early
black nationalist. After a varied career in MEDICINE,
the military, politics, and publishing, Delany pro-
moted repatriation of African-Americans to Africa.
His efforts included an expedition to the NIGER DELTA
(in present day NIGERIA), where he signed a treaty to
settle African-Americans there in order to develop a
cOTTON industry. Although the outbreak of the U.S.
Civil War (1860-65) diverted his attention to issues
in America, individual families resettled in the delta
region as a result of this effort.

In the early decades of the 20th century a second
Back-to-Africa movement gained momentum under the
direction of Jamaican-born Marcus GARVEY (1887-1940).
Through his black nationalist organization, the UNIVER-
SAL NEGRO IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION, Garvey called for
African-Americans and other members of the AFRICAN DI-
ASPORA to return to the motherland, reclaim it, and estab-
lish a great African nation free from the control of whites.
Garvey'’s impassioned speeches garnered enthusiastic sup-
port, but his mission was ultimately derailed by financial
difficulties.

See also: PaN-aAFRICANISM (Vols. 1V, V).

Further reading: Stephen J. Braidwood, Black Poor
and White Philanthropists: London’ Blacks and the Founda-
tion of the Sierra Leone Settlement, 1786—1791 (Liverpool,
U.K.: Liverpool University Press, 1994); Nemata Amelia
Blyden, West Indians in West Africa, 1808—1880: The African
Diaspora in Reverse (Rochester, N.Y.. University of
Rochester Press, 2000); Tom W. Shick, Behold the Promised
Land: A History of Afro-American Settler Society in Nine-
teenth-century Liberia (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity Press, 1980).

Bagamoyo Small Indian Ocean port city on northern
coast of TANZANIA dating from the 18th century. Bagamoyo
was a depot for the SLAVE TRADE and IVORY TRADE and
gained importance as the first colonial capital of GERMAN
EAST AFRICA.

Present-day Bagamoyo is a quiet place with a develop-
ing tourist trade that is very much at odds with the vio-
lence of its past history. Due to its location across a narrow
strait from zZANZIBAR, the Omani Arab state that controlled
the 19th-century East African slave and ivory trade,
Bagamoyo became a principal port for the trade in human
captives. In 1872 Roman Catholic MISSIONARIES seeking to
suppress the slave trade founded a mission station outside
the town that has remained an important church to the



present day. Shortly after, in 1889, Bagamoyo figured in the
German conquest of the area, and it became Germany’s
colonial capital. The city remained a German administra-
tive center until Germany lost all its African colonies as a
result of World War 1 (1914-18).

With the onset of British rule after World War 1,
Bagamoyo’s administrative importance was eclipsed by the
new colonial capital of DAR ES saLAAM. Bagamoyo’s com-
mercial power eroded as well, due to the rise of the port
city of Tanga to the north. The Catholic mission, the old
German governor’s residence, and the fine coastal build-
ings remind present-day visitors and local residents alike
of the town’s former importance.

See also: stavery (Vols. 1, 11, 111, IV); SLAVE TRADE
ON THE SWAHILI COAST (Vol. III).

Baker, Samuel (Sir Samuel White Baker) (1821-
1893) British explorer; adventurer, and administrator of the
Sudan

Baker had already led a full life of adventure in vari-
ous parts of the world when, in 1861, he and his wife,
Florence Von Sass, came to Africa in search of the source
of the Nile River. Although he traveled both the Blue Nile
and the White, he was unsuccessful in his attempt. Other
explorers had preceded him. In 1863 Baker met the two
men who had located the headwaters of that great river at
Lake Victoria, the largest lake in Africa, in present-day
TANZANIA and UGANDA. The explorers, John Hanning SPEKE
(1827-1864) and James Augustus Grant (1827-1892),
told Baker of rumors they had heard about another large
body of water in the region. Using this information, in
1864 Baker came upon the large lake that he named Lake
Albert Nyanza after Britain’s Prince Albert (1819-1861),
the consort of Queen Victoria (1819-1901).

Baker also was the first European to see Uganda’s
Murchison Falls (now Kabarega Falls), which he named
for Roderick Murchison (1792-1871), president of the
Royal Geographical Society.

Baker was knighted in 1866. Three years later he ac-
cepted an offer from Khedive 1smaiL (1830-1895) of
EGYPT to lead a military expedition to the Upper Nile. His
purpose was to suppress the SLAVE TRADE in what is now
the Republic of the SUDAN and to promote commerce.
Baker commanded the expedition under the titles of
pasha and major-general of the Ottoman army From
1869 to 1873 he administered the Equatoria Province of
southern Sudan as governor general. Returning to Britain
in 1874, he proved a passionate advocate for the abolition
of the slave trade.

Baker wrote many popular books on hunting, nature,
and, especially, his travels in Africa. After 1873 he pursued
his life-long passions for big-game hunting and traveling.

See also: ExpLORATION (Vol. I1I); NILE RIVER (Vol. I);
SLAVERY (Vols. I, 11, III, IV).
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Further reading: Michael Brander, The Perfect Victo-
rian Hero (Edinburgh, U.K.: Mainstream, 1982); Richard
Seymour Hall, Lovers on the Nile (London: Collins, 1980).

Balewa, Abubakar Tafawa (Alhaji; Sir) (1912-
1966) First prime minister of independent Nigeria

Balewa was born to a Muslim family of humble
background in what is now northern NIGERIA. He was
educated at Katsina, where he obtained a teachers cer-
tificate. After teaching from 1933 to 1945, he attended
the Institute of Education at the University of London on
a scholarship. Returning home in 1947, he was ap-
pointed a government education officer, but that same
year he quit EDUCATION to begin a career in politics in
the colonial Northern Region House of Assembly. Balewa
continued to represent the Northern Region when the
British replaced the House of Assembly with a federal
House of Representatives, in 1951. Surprising for a rep-
resentative from the Muslim-dominated north, Balewa
held strong pro-West views and supported Western-style
capitalism, which, in the strongly anticolonial and African-
nationalist environment of the 1960s, contributed to his
1966 assassination.

In addition to being one of Nigeria’s most promi-
nent politicians, Balewa also became a best-selling
novelist in 1934. His short work Shaihu Umar, writ-
ten in HAUsA, relates the trials of a young Muslim
man and his mother around the turn of the century,
when stavery and kidnapping were still very real
threats in the Hausa-dominated region of Northern
Nigeria. Through the story Balewa promotes the
values and philosophy of Islam. It was translated
and published in English in 1989.

The Nigerian federation became self-governing in
1954, and, along with Ahmadu BELLO (1909-1966),
Balewa founded the conservative Northern Peoples
Congress (NPC), one of the key political parties that
formed the new coalition government. Other parties in-
cluded the National Council for Nigeria and Camer-
oons, led by Eastern Nigerians Nnamdi AzIKIWE (1904 -
1996) and Herbert Macaulay (1864-1946), and the Ac-
tion Group opposition party, representing the Western
Region and led by YORUBA chief Obafemi aworowo
(1909-1987).

In 1957 the coalition government elected Balewa the
first prime minister of the Federation of Nigeria, giving
him executive and legislative powers. He retained the post
when Nigeria achieved independence, in 1960, and con-
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tinued to hold the position when Nigeria became a repub-
lic, in 1963. In 1960 Balewa was knighted by Britain’s
Queen Elizabeth II (1926— ).

By the mid-1960s, however, Balewa’s northern-ori-
ented government had become corrupt, with many politi-
cians reaping monetary benefits from their positions while
much of the country suffered from poverty and starvation.
In 1966, following several years of ineffective and divided
national leadership, Balewa was assassinated in a military
coup d’état led by junior officers of 1GBO descent from
southeastern Nigeria.

See also: cour DETAT (Vol. V); NATIONALISM AND IN-
DEPENDENCE MOVEMENTS (Vol. IV); POLITICAL PARTIES AND
ORGANIZATIONS (Vol. IV).

Further reading: Trevor Clark, A Right Honourable
Gentleman: Abubakar from the Black Rock: A Narrative
Chronicle of the Life and Times of Nigerias Alhaji Sir
Abubakar Tafawa Balewa (London: Edward Arnold, 1991).

Bamako Current capital city of the Republic of MALI,
located in the southwestern part of the country, on the
Niger River. During the time of the Mali Empire (c. 11th
through 15th centuries) the Bamako area was considered
a center for Islamic learning. In 1883 the French officer
Joseph GaLLIENT (1849-1916) took control of Bamako,
which at the time was populated by just a few hundred
people. The French used the town as a military garrison
during the French colonial wars, and in 1908 Bamako be-
came the administrative capital of the former colony of
FRENCH SOUDAN, which was administrated as part of
FRENCH WEST AFRICA. At that time the Dakar-Niger Rail-
way established a segment from Kayes, near SENEGAL, to
Bamako, and the navigable portion of the Senegal River
was linked with navigation on the Niger River, to facili-
tate the movement of bulk cargoes.

In 1946 a meeting of African political leaders in Ba-
mako led to the founding of the AFRICAN DEMOCRATIC As-
SEMBLY (Rassemblement Democratique Africaine, RDA),
chaired by Félix HOUPHOUET-BOIGNY (1905-1993) of
IVORY COAST. The RDA was dedicated to greater African
political rights and representation within the French colo-
nial empire. In 1957 a subsequent meeting of the RDA in
Bamako continued to argue for free association with
France, but by then some of the key leaders were set on
full independence. When Mali gained independence, in
1960, Bamako remained the capital.

See also: Bamako (Vols. II, 1II, V); FRANCE AND
AFRICA (Vols. 111, 1V, V); NIGER RIVER (Vols. I, 1II); SENE-
GAL RIVER (Vols. I, II); TRANSPORTATION (Vol. IV).

Bambatha’s Rebellion (Bambata’s Rebellion)
ZULU uprising against white, colonial power in 1906.
Bambatha (1865-1906) was the chief of the Zondi, a

small branch (numbering only 5,500) of the Zulu people
in the British colony of NATAL (now KwaZulu-Natal, in
present-day SOUTH AFRICA). In 1905 he led opposition to
a government poll tax that was to go into effect in
January 1906.

This opposition grew, and in February 1906 African
protestors killed two white policemen engaged in enforc-
ing the tax. In response British troops, South African po-
lice, and volunteers from among the region’s European
SETTLERS launched a campaign of retribution against rebel
suspects by destroying crops, confiscating cattle, and de-
posing chiefs.

White policemen were not the only targets of the
rebels’ ire. Many young Zulu men saw the capitulation of
their elders to colonial demands as a betrayal and at-
tacked their own leaders, too. In the trials that followed
the rebellion it was not uncommon for fathers to testify
against their sons.

Bambatha was deposed and fled into Zululand. He
gathered support among opponents of the hated poll
tax, though the rebellion never touched off a mass up-
rising. Natal imposed martial law in May, seeking to
suppress the rebel forces intent on waging a guerrilla
war. Bambatha promised his followers that a charm he
possessed would deflect British bullets, an assertion
that was later proved fanciful. The rebellion was easily
put down, and Bambatha was killed and beheaded, in
June 1906. By July the government was again in con-
trol, but unrest continued in the region for years.

Approximately 4,000 Zulu lost their lives in the
armed rebellion, while only 24 whites were killed. The
government charged the paramount Zulu king, piNizuLu
(1868-1913), with 23 counts of treason, although the ex-
tent of his complicity was never clear. He was found
guilty of harboring rebels, sentenced to four years in
prison, and later exiled to the TRANSVAAL.

Bambatha’s Rebellion clearly revealed to Africans the
futility of mounting a military assault on the increasingly
repressive white authorities. Instead Africans began to ex-
plore other forms of protest, which led to the establish-
ment of the South African Native National Congress, in
1912, which later became the AFRICAN NATIONAL CON-
GRESS, in 1921. For whites in South Africa, Babatha’s
Rebellion highlighted their need for a centralized gov-
ernment that could suppress such large-scale uprisings
among the African populations. Whites, for their part,
responded with the creation of the UNION OF SOUTH
AFRICA, in 1910.

See also: coLoONIAL RULE (Vol. IV); RESISTANCE AND
REBELLION (Vol. 1V); POLITICAL PARTIES AND ORGANIZA-
TIONS (Vol. V).

Further reading: Benedict Carton, Blood From
Your Children: The Colonial Origins of Generational Con-
flict in South Africa (Richmond, Va.: University of Vir-
ginia Press, 2000).



Banda, Hastings Kamuzu (Ngwazi Hastings
Kamuzu Banda) (c. 1898-1997) First president of in-
dependent Malawi

Banda was born to CHEwA-speaking parents in what
was then the British PROTECTORATE of NYASALAND (pre-
sent-day MALAWI). He received his early education from
MISSIONARIES and became a Christian. In 1914 Banda trav-
eled to SOUTHERN RHODESIA (present-day ZIMBABWE),
where he worked in a hospital and determined he would
pursue a medical career. In 1916 he moved on to JOHAN-
NESBURG, SOUTH AFRICA, finding work at a GOLD mine on
the WITWATERSRAND. It was while working there that he
received his first exposure to African nationalism. Banda
also joined the African Methodist Episcopal Church
(AME), in 1922, and through church funding was able to
attend the AME Wilberforce Institute, in Ohio. From there
he went on to earn his bachelor’s degree from the Univer-
sity of Chicago. Then, in 1932, he attended Meharry Medi-
cal College, a leading center for training African-American
doctors, which was located in Nashville, Tennessee. He re-
ceived his doctor’s degree in 1937.

Unable to set up a medical practice in Nyasaland due
to the refusal of white nurses to work for a black doctor,
Banda set up a practice in Liverpool, England. After
World War II (1939-45), his practice became highly suc-
cessful and brought him into contact with a number of
African nationalist leaders, including Kwame NKRUMAH
(1909-1972) of GHANA and Jomo KENYATTA (c. 1891-
1978) of KENYA. Banda used his money and influence to
help support local nationalist groups, particularly the
Nyasaland African Congress.

In 1953 the British linked Nyasaland, NORTHERN
RHODESIA (present-day zamsla), and Southern Rhodesia
into the CENTRAL AFRICAN FEDERATION. The African popu-
lations of Northern Rhodesia and Nyasaland, in particu-
lar, viewed the federation as an effort to extend the white
electoral dominance of Southern Rhodesia to their coun-
tries and strongly opposed it. In 1957, at the request of
the Nyasaland Congress, Banda returned home to lead
the organization in protest against British plans to merge
the federated territories into a single state. The Congress
believed this plan would undermine the possibility of in-
dependence even more so than the federation and could
even lead to South African-style APARTHEID in Central
Africa. In 1959, after demonstrations turned violent, the
British imprisoned Banda and disbanded the Congress.
Working from prison, Banda formed the Malawi Congress
Party, which quickly garnered members. Upon his release,
in 1961, Banda was made the party’s president for life.
That same year the organization swept the elections to
become the dominant opposition party.

As Nyasaland progressed toward independence, Banda
served as the African leader in a short-term joint govern-
ment made up of both blacks and whites. He then be-
came prime minister, in 1963, which positioned him to
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assume the presidency of the independent Republic of
Malawi, in 1966, a position he held until 1994.

See also: BANDA, HASTINGS KAMUzU (Vol. V); ENG-
LAND AND AFRICA (Vols. III, V); NATIONALISM AND INDE-
PENDENCE MOVEMENTS (Vol. IV).

Further reading: Colin Baker, State of Emergency:
Crisis in Central Africa, Nyasaland 1959-1960 (New York:
Tauris Academic Studies, 1997). Philip Short, Banda
(Boston: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1974).

Bandung Afro-Asian Conference (1955) Widely
viewed as the founding meeting of the Nonaligned Move-
ment. On April 18, 1955, at the invitation of the prime
ministers of Burma, Ceylon, India, Indonesia, and Pak-
istan, one of the more important international meetings
of the post-World War II period took place in Bandung,
Indonesia. Representatives of 29 Asian and African coun-
tries, mostly former colonies, met for six days to discuss
mutual concerns and to develop a common foreign policy
to deal with the pressures faced from the major powers.
Heading the conference was senior statesman Jawaharlal
Nehru (1889-1964) of India, assisted by Prime Ministers
Sukarno (1901-1970) of Indonesia and Gamal Abdel
NASSER (1918-1970) of EGYPT. The Bandung Conference
laid the groundwork for the first summit conference of
the global Nonalignment Movement, which was held in
CAIRO, in June 1961. The purpose of the Nonalignment
Movement was to allow smaller nations to follow their
own political paths and avoid being dominated by the
Cold War (1960-91) rivalry between the United States
and the Soviet Union.

See also: coLD WAR AND AFRICA (Vol. V); NONALIGNED
MOVEMENT AND AFRICA (Vol. V).

Bangui Capital city of the CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC,
located just west of the Ubangi River. Inhabited by Niger-
Congo farming peoples for thousands of years, the area
around Bangui was a source of captives for both the
transatlantic and Arab slave trades throughout the 18th
and 19th centuries. In 1875 the military warlord RABIH BIN
FADLALLAH (c. 1835-1900) incorporated the area into the
Egyptian Sudan, but an 1887 agreement with the coNGO
FREE STATE (today’s Democratic Republic of the coNGO)
granted the region to France. In 1889 France established a
colonial military outpost at Bangui, and within five years
the region had developed into the OUBANGUI-CHARI colony.
The colony became a French overseas territory in 1946.
The population of Bangui increased along with its role as
an administrative center and trading port, and when the
Central African Republic achieved its independence, in
1960, Bangui was named the capital.

See also: BANGUI (Vol. V); FRANCE AND AFRICA (Vols.
1V, V); SLAVE TRADE, THE TRANSATLANTIC (Vol. III).
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Banjul (formerly Bathurst) Current capital city of
The GAMBIA, located at the mouth of the Gambia River. In
1816 a British naval captain acquired the sandy peninsula
of Banjul Island through a treaty made with the local
ruler. He renamed it St. Mary’s Island and established a
British military post, calling it Bathurst after the British
Colonial Secretary. The British navy used Bathurst as a
base to patrol the waters of the Gambia River in an at-
tempt to control the SLAVE TRADE, which Britain had out-
lawed in 1807. As of 1818 the Banjul community had a
civilian population of 700 made up of foreign merchants,
freed slaves (known as Aku), and woLOF-speakers and
others from the SENEGAMBIA REGION.

Over the years commercial activities became increas-
ingly important, especially with the dramatic growth in
the export of GROUNDNUTS (peanuts) that began in the
1840s. Since it was navigable from the sea to more than
200 miles (322 km) inland, the Gambia River made an
excellent route deep into the groundnut-producing re-
gions of the interior. Although the city was once gov-
erned as part of the British colony of SIERRA LEONE,
located to the south, in 1889 it became the capital of the
British colony and PROTECTORATE of The Gambia. In
1965 when The Gambia gained independence, Bathurst
maintained its status as the capital. The name was not
changed to Banjul until 1973.

See also: BanjuL (Vols. 11, 1II, V); ENGLAND AND
AFRICA (Vols. 111, IV); GAMBIA RIVER (Vol. II).

Bankole-Bright, H. C. (Herbert Christian)
(1883-1958) Sierra Leone medical doctor and a leading na-
tionalist

Herbert Christian Bankole-Bright was born on
August 23 in the NIGER DELTA of present-day NIGERIA,
where his father worked for the ROYAL NIGER COMPANY.
Herbert Christian’s grandfather, John Bright was a rich re-
captive Aku-YORUBA merchant who in 1866 sent his son,
Jacob Galba, to England to study MEDICINE. Jacob Galba
had to cut his studies short, however, and he returned to
FREETOWN, SIERRA LEONE to see his dying father and then
take over his business.

Disappointed by his inability to continue his own
medical studies, Jacob Galba Bright was determined that
Herbert Christian, his son, would become a medical doc-
tor. In 1904 Bankole-Bright left Freetown for Edinburgh,
Scotland, where, in 1910, he completed his medical stud-
ies. He then entered the London School of Tropical Medi-
cine to undertake advanced studies. In 1911 he married
Addah Bishop, under whose father he had worked earlier
as an apprentice.

Bankole-Bright returned to Sierra Leone in 1915 and
opened a private practice in Freetown. Within a few years,
however, he abandoned his practice for politics. Banky, as
he was popularly known, criticized the British colonial ad-

ministration for its policies related to racial inequalities
in salaries and employment opportunities, as well as for
its restrictions on African participation in the govern-
ment. To register his protests and criticisms of COLONIAL
RULE, he utilized NEWSPAPERS, especially the Aurora, which
he founded.

In 1920 Bankole-Bright participated in the conference
of West African nationalists in ACCRA, GOLD COAST COLONY,
that led to the founding of the NATIONAL CONGRESS OF
BRITISH WEST AFRICA (NCBWA). Elected secretary-general,
he participated in its delegation to London in an unsuc-
cessful effort to meet with the top colonial officials.

It is thought that Bankole-Bright played a major role
in the founding of the West African Student Union
(WASU) during his 1920 visit to London. The WASU
later played a significant part in the convening of the
pivotal 1945 Manchester Conference, a meeting of
future leaders of the Pan-African Movement.

Bankole-Bright and the other Sierra Leone delegates to
the Accra Conference returned to Sierra Leone to found a
local NCBWA branch, the National Council of Sierra
Leone (NCSL), which became the country’s first official
political party. As the NCSL leader, Bankole-Bright intensi-
fied his criticism of the colonial administration and de-
manded African participation in the Legislative and Execu-
tive councils, which had always been dominated by Euro-
peans. By 1924 his activism had succeeded in getting
Bankole-Bright and a few other Western-educated Africans
elected to the Legislative Council. They then began to
clamor for representation in the Executive Council.

Bankole-Bright was also a champion of colony-PROTEC-
TORATE separation in Sierra Leone’s national politics. Ac-
cordingly, when the British colonial governor brought some
traditional rulers from the protectorate region into the Leg-
islative Council, Bankole-Bright and the kr1O council mem-
bers objected. This rejection of people from the interior
sowed the seeds of a bitter conflict between the Krios of the
colony proper and indigenous Africans from the interior,
which still had protectorate status. Traditional leaders and
some Western-educated elites from the protectorate formed
their own organizations to counter the Krio-dominated
NCSL. The rift between the two segments of Sierra Leone
society led to the founding of Sierra Leone’s second political
party, the Sierra Leone Peoples Party (SLPP), in 1951. Ri-
valry between the NCSL and SLPP continued until the late
1950s, when Bankole-Bright died and the NCSL went into
decline.

See also: COLONIALISM, INFLUENCE OF (Vol. IV);
CUMMINGS-JOHN, CONSTANCE (Vols. IV, V); ENGLAND AND



AFRICA (Vols. II1, TV, V); NATIONALISM AND INDEPENDENCE
MOVEMENTS (Vol. 1V); PAN-AFRICANISM (Vols. 1V, V); Po-
LITICAL PARTIES AND ORGANIZATIONS (Vols. IV, V).

Barghash, ibn Said (c. 1833-1888) Third sultan of
Zangibar

Barghash was a son of Sayyid Said (1791-1856), the
BUSAIDI sultan of Oman who, by 1840, had transferred his
government to the island of zanziBar. Upon Said’s death
one of his sons became the ruler of Oman, and another
son, Majid bin Said (c. 1835-1870), became the sayyid,
or sultan, of Zanzibar. Barghash disputed Majid’s succes-
sion, but Majid had the support of the British consul. As
a result, in 1859 Barghash was exiled to Bombay, India.

Barghash’s two-year residence in the principal com-
mercial center of British-ruled India enabled him to estab-
lish important contacts with Indian commercial and finan-
cial interests. He later used these contacts to his benefit in
expanding Zanzibar.

Upon Majid’s death, in 1870, Barghash became the
third Busaidi sultan of Zanzibar. He extended the com-
mercial empire in East Africa that his two predecessors
had established. Its economic foundations were the
booming SLAVE TRADE, which the British government op-
posed, and the IvORY TRADE. Amonyg its holdings were the
Arab plantations of the swaHILI cOAST that depended on
enslaved labor to produce cAsH crOPs such as cloves.

The obstacles that Barghash’s territorial ambitions
faced, however, were too great to overcome. First of all, al-
though Arab traders, such TippU TIP (c. 1830-1905), were
based in Zanzibar, they did not wish to be under the polit-
ical control of its sultan. Second, strong African rulers,
such as MIRAMBO (c. 1840-1884), also had no wish to
submit to Busaidi rule. The third and greatest source of
obstacles, however, came from the colonizing efforts of
Britain and Germany.

Starting from the time they ruled Oman, the Busaidi
sultans had close diplomatic relations with the British Em-
pire. By the 1870s, however, the British consul to Zanz-
ibar, Sir John KIrRk (1832-1922), was increasing pressure
on Barghash to adhere to the anti-slave-trade treaties that
Barghash had signed. Because the slave trade was crucial
to the Zanzibari economy, tensions mounted.

The German government asserted sovereignty over the
region that was to become its colony of GERMAN EAST
AFRICA, basing its claims on the treaties with mainland
rulers that German explorer Karl PETERS (1856-1918) had
collected in 1884. Barghash succumbed to the mounting
pressure, and in 1885 he abandoned his territorial claims
on the mainland, concentrating instead on governing
Zanzibar. In 1890, two years after Barghash’s death, Britain
declared Zanzibar a PROTECTORATE.

See also: BRITAIN AND AFRICA (Vol. IV); COLONIAL
CONQUEST (Vol. IV); GERMANY AND AFRICA (Vol. IV).
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Barotseland Province of western NORTHERN RHODESIA
(present-day zamsia). The region runs about 120 miles
(193 km) along the Zambezi River, within its great flood
plain. It was inhabited by the r0zI people, as they are
currently known, one of the major ethnic groups in Zam-
bia. (Lozi was the name given to the Luyi people by
Kololo invaders, who came from the south in the first
half of the 19th century.) The Lozi occupied Barotseland
as far back as the 1600s.

The Kololo ruled from about 1838 until 1864, when
the Lozi reestablished their control of the region. The
Barotse kingdom had at least two centuries of established
governmental and political organization as well as courts
that had the power to enforce the laws. At its highest
state of expansion in the 1800s, Barotseland extended
into SOUTHERN RHODESIA (present-day ZIMBABWE). In
1890 Lubosi LEWANIKA (1845-1916), the king of the Loz,
negotiated a treaty with Cecil RHODES (1853-1902) of the
BRITISH SOUTH AFRICA COMPANY that later brought the
Lozi territory under the control of the British colonial ad-
ministration. Barotseland was governed as part of North-
ern Rhodesia from 1924 to 1964, at which time it became
a province of Zambia when that country gained its inde-
pendence from Britain.

See also: corLoniAL RULE (Vol. IV); ENGLAND AND
AFRICA (Vols. 1V, V); PARTITION (Vol. 1V).

Barth, Heinrich (1821-1865) German explorer

Born in Hamburg, Germany, Barth graduated from
the University of Berlin, where he studied law, history, ge-
ography, and archaeology. He also studied Arabic in Lon-
don. His initial experiences as an explorer came while
traveling in Spain, EGYPT, and Palestine.

In 1850 Barth was invited by British missionary James
Richardson (1806-1851) to join the expedition that ulti-
mately made him one of the greatest explorers of Africa.
Along with Adolf Overweg (1822-1852), a German geol-
ogist, Richardson and Barth set out to explore the area be-
tween Lake Chad and the Niger River in West Africa, in
what is today the countries of cHAD and NIGER. The expe-
dition was intended to establish a stronger connection
with the Sefuwa kings of KANEM-BORNU, which had well-
established trade and diplomatic relations with the
Ottoman Empire. They also were hoping to conduct sci-
entific studies and to help end the Saharan SLAVE TRADE.

The explorers began their journey in TRIPOLL in pre-
sent-day LIBYA, which was the northern terminus of the
major trade route across the central Sahara desert. During
the arduous Sahara crossing, Richardson died, leaving
Barth to head the expedition. In 1851 Barth and Overweg
reached KANO, one of the principal HAUSA city-states of
northern NIGERIA. At this time it was one of the emirates
of the SOKOTO CALIPHATE. They then proceeded to explore
Kanem-Bornu territory around Lake Chad. In 1852 Over-



46 Basutoland

weg died, leaving Barth to journey on alone. He pressed
on through the Sahel—the border of the Sahara—to the
city of TIMBUKTU in present-day Republic of MaLl. Weak
and in failing health, Barth returned to Tripoli, in 1855,
along the same route. He was only the second European
since the Frenchman René Caillie (1799-1838) to have
survived the trek to Timbuktu and back.

Through the course of his travels, Barth, who al-
ready spoke French, English, Arabic, and his native
German, became familiar with several African lan-
guages, including West African Hausa, Songhai,
Fulfulde (the FuLANI language), and Kanuri (the Nilo
Saharan language of Kanem-Bornu), as well as a
number of TUAREG dialects. His linguistic studies es-
tablished Barth as a pioneer in the scientific study
of African languages.

In 1857-58 Barth published his experiences and
findings in a massive, five-volume compendium entitled
Travels and Discoveries in North and Central Africa, now
considered a landmark work of geographic and anthropo-
logic research. After his epic journey Barth never re-
turned to Africa, dying in Berlin in 1865.

See also: HAUSA STATES (Vol. 11, 1II); sAHARA (Vols. 1,
1I); saHEL (Vol. I); TUAREGS (Vol. 1, 11, III).

Basutoland Independent African kingdom surrounded
by sOUTH AFRICA. Basutoland was the home of the soTHO-
speaking people known as the Sotho (-suto and -sotho are
pronounced the same way). During the colonial era the
country was the British PROTECTORATE that became inde-
pendent LESOTHO (the country of the Sotho), in 1966.
Basutoland was forged largely through the efforts of
Mshweshwe (1786-1870), the chief of the Sotho Kwena
clan who ruled as king from 1823 to 1870. From Thaba
Bosiu, his virtually impregnable mountain stronghold,
Mshweshwe welcomed to his kingdom the many refugees
displaced by the zuLu Mfecane (The Crushing) in return
for their allegiance. He negotiated shrewdly with the
British government and Boer settlers anxious to dispos-
sess him and his people of their lands. During his long
reign, which lasted from 1823 to 1870, he managed to
hold his kingdom together despite intense pressure from
encroaching BOERs. Even so, his kingdom lost much of its
land, and it became incorporated into the ORANGE FREE
STATE when that Boer republic was created, in 1854.
Because the Sotho were constantly embroiled in border
skirmishes with their Boer neighbors, Mshweshwe appealed
to British Queen Victoria (1819-1901) for protection. In

1868 Basutoland finally became a British protectorate. One
year after Mshweshwe’s death, however, it was annexed by
the CAPE COLONY. Resistance toward Cape Colony rule
erupted in the Gun War of 1880-81, which resulted from
the attempt by Cape authorities to confiscate the guns of
the Sotho and sell off their lands to white farmers. In 1884
Basutoland reverted to direct British control, this time with
the status of a British High Commission Territory, an ar-
rangement under which the Sotho people exercised consid-
erable political autonomy over internal affairs.

During the latter half of the 19th century, the so-
called MINERAL REVOLUTION of South Africa, which in-
volved the discovery of unprecedented deposits of GOLD
and DIAMONDS, transformed the economy of Basutoland.
The MINING communities that sprang up in South Africa
provided ready markets for Basutoland’s agricultural pro-
duce as well as its renowned ponies. Also, it was common
for Sotho men to labor in the mines or on white farms
and send portions of their wages back to their families in
Basutoland.

Throughout the 20th century Basutoland’s economy
continued to be intricately tied to South Africa’s. In 1910
Basutoland narrowly averted being annexed to South
Africa when the provinces of that country united as the
UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. Along with the other two High
Commission Territories, BECHUANALAND and SWAZILAND,
Basutoland remained under direct British rule. In 1959 a
new constitution for Basutoland was approved, providing
for an elected legislature and extending the country a
greater measure of political autonomy. Basutoland re-
turned to full independence as the Kingdom of Lesotho
in 1966, led by King Mshweshwe II (1938-1996) and the
prime minister, Chief Leabua JONATHAN (1914 ).

See also: AFRIKANER REPUBLICS (Vol. 1V); ENGLAND
AND AFRICA (Vols. 111, V); MFECANE (Vol. III); MINERALS AND
METALS (Vols. 1V, V); MsHWESHWE (Vol. III); THABA BOSIU
(Vol. 111).

Baya (Gbaya) Ethnic and LANGUAGE group of the pre-
sent-day countries of NIGERIA, CAMEROON, the CENTRAL
AFRICAN REPUBLIC, and the Republic of the conGo. The
Baya language is spoken by nearly 300,000 people, mostly
in Cameroon. The Baya people are mostly subsistence
farmers. While their primary farming areas are arable, the
agricultural demands placed on the land are high, and
when land becomes unproductive the Baya quickly mi-
grate from place to place as a coping strategy. The fluid so-
cial divisions among the Baya, which cut across clan
identities, contribute to their migratory patterns.

The Baya were highly influential in shaping the state
of Cameroon, in both the colonial and independent eras.
In 1928 brutal French rule in the Upper-Sangha region
led to a massive three-year insurrection known as the
Kongo Wara (the War of the Hoe Handle). The decentral-



ized social structure of the Baya made them difficult for
the French to contain. The result was a stronger French
presence that remained in the region until 1981, well
after Cameroon gained its independence, in 1960. Kongo
Wara played an important role in bringing together sup-
port for NATIONALISM AND INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENTS in
Cameroon and neighboring countries.

See also: ETHNIC GROUP (Vol. 1).

Further reading: Philip Burnham, Opportunity and
Constraint in a Savanna Society: the Gbaya of Meiganga,
Cameroon (London: Academic Press, 1980).

Bechuanaland The British colonial entity that upon
independence, in 1966, became the country of BOTSWANA.
The landlocked territory of Bechuanaland was a vast,
semiarid expanse measuring approximately 231,800
square miles (600,400 sq km). When the British declared
the area a PROTECTORATE, in 1885, it was home to several
TSWANA chiefdoms.

The “chuana” part of the word Bechuanaland is an
alternative spelling based on the pronunciation of
Tswana. Botswana, in the Tswana language, means
“land of the Tswana people.” Batswana refers to
the Tswana people collectively.

In the early 1880s two small AFRIKANER REPUBLICS,
Stellaland and Goshen, were pushing north into the
southern Tswana area. British colonial interests, con-
cerned with the German colonial presence in SOUTH WEST
AFRICA (present-day NAMIBIA), sought to prevent the
BOERS (later called AFRIKANERS) from blocking what they
saw as their road from the southern coast into the inte-
rior. Thus in, 1885, Britain annexed the Tswana chief-
doms, with the Tswana area south of the Molopo River
becoming the colony of British Bechuanaland. Ten years
later this southern portion was incorporated directly into
the CAPE COLONY, and the area north of the Molopo River
became the Bechuanaland Protectorate.

About the same time, the kgosi, or king, KHAMA 11
(1835-1923) and two other principal Tswana kings traveled
to England and successfully lobbied to prevent the colonial-
ist Cecil RHODEs (1853-1902) and his BRITISH SOUTH
AFRICA COMPANY from annexing the protectorate to the new
colony of SOUTHERN RHODESIA (modern-day ZIMBABWE).

Once the UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA was established, in
1910, Bechuanaland became, along with BASUTOLAND and
sWAZILAND, a High Commission Territory under the di-
rect administration of Britain’s High Commissioner to
SOUTH AFRICA. The British colonial administration basi-
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cally neglected Bechuanaland, and, indeed, the adminis-
trative capital, Mafeking, actually was located south of
the Molopo River in South Africa.

At independence Bechuanaland became Botswana,
and was one of the continent’s poorest countries. Unlike
the African population of neighboring South Africa, how-
ever, Botswana’s inhabitants had largely retained posses-
sion of their land and other resources. In the long run this,
along with the discovery of DIAMONDS, enabled Botswana
to become one of the most prosperous and stable countries
on the continent.

See also: coLONIAL CONQUEST (Vol. IV); COLONIAL
RULE (Vol. 1V); COLONIALISM, INFLUENCE OF (Vol. 1V);
ENGLAND AND AFRICA (Vols. IV, V).

Further reading: Neil Parsons, King Khama, Em-
peror Joe, and the Great White Queen: Victorian Britain
through African Eyes (Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 1998); Richard P. Stevens, Lesotho, Botswana, &
Swagziland: the Former High Commission Territories in
Southern Africa (London: Pall Mall Press, 1967).

Belgian Congo From 1908 to 1960, colonial name of
today’s Democratic Republic of the coNGo. From 1885 to
1908 Belgian Congo was known as the CONGO FREE STATE
and was under the personal control of LEOPOLD 11
(1835-1909), the Belgian king. Measuring nearly a mil-
lion square miles (2.6 million sq km) and covering the
heart of the African continent, the Congo Free State was
basically ruled as Leopolds private fiefdom. After the
turn of the century reports of the abuse of Africans by
both Leopold’s agents and those of private CONCESSION-
AIRE COMPANIES in the colony caused an international
scandal. In 1908, one year before he died, Leopold was
forced to turn over the colony to a reluctant Belgian gov-
ernment. It administered the colony until independence
was finally granted, in 1960.

See also: BELGIUM AND AFRICA (Vol. IV); CONGO CRI-
s1s (Vol. V); LEOPOLDVILLE (Vol. IV).

Belgium and Africa In the first half of the 19th cen-
tury the government of Belgium was reluctant to engage
in exploration or colonial activity in Africa. A small coun-
try sandwiched between France, Germany, the Nether-
lands, and the North Sea, Belgium was more concerned
with defending its own borders in Europe.

However, Belgium’s King LEOPOLD 11 (1835-1909),
who succeeded his father to the throne, in 1865, saw in
Africa an opportunity to increase his personal fortune. At
the BERLIN CONFERENCE (1884-85), Leopold used clever
diplomacy and deception to convince the European pow-
ers to accept his claim to nearly a million square miles
(2.6 million sq km) of densely forested territory in the
central African interior.
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This photo, taken about 1940, shows an African village in the Belgian Congo. © Wide World/Library of Congress

Claiming a humanitarian, “civilizing” agenda, Leopold
established the CONGO FREE STATE (today’s Democratic
Republic of the conGo). In direct contradiction to his
stated aims, however, Leopold instead ran his colony like a
private concessionaire company. Although he never set
foot in Africa, Leopold encouraged his agents to perpetrate
unspeakable atrocities to force the indigenous populations
to collect ivory and RUBBER. These products were then ex-
ported to Europe for his personal gain. By 1908 reports
of the treatment of Africans in the Free State had caused
an international scandal, and Leopold was forced to
transfer the administration of the Free State to the Bel-
gian government.

From 1908 to 1960 the Belgian government in Brus-
sels ran the BELGIAN CONGO with heavy-handed tactics
meant to ensure a profitable export economy. For the
most part the Belgian administration succeeded, although
other than administration officials and company owners
few Belgians settled in the colony.

Despite Belgium’s initial reluctance to administer
African colonies, after World War I (1914-18), the coun-
try lobbied for a League of Nations MANDATE to adminis-
ter the former German colony of RUANDA-URUNDI. There,
the Belgian administration attempted to divide the popu-

lation along ethnic lines in order to make it easier to gov-
ern. As a result, a minority ethnic group, the TUTSI, was
promoted into a leadership role over the majority HuTU
group. The Tutsi, who are generally lighter-skinned and
taller than the Hutu, were given social and economic priv-
ileges not offered to the Hutu. Ethnic tensions between
the two groups still rage today.

In an attempt to prepare the people in their African
colonies for westernized, industrial development, the Bel-
gian administration began to establish elementary schools
and medical facilities. This development indicated not a
new European altruism but a desire by the Belgian govern-
ment to develop a minimally educated, relatively healthy
work force that could be used to more efficiently extract
and export the Congo’s NATURAL RESOURCES. Little effort
was made to establish secondary schools to improve EpU-
CATION among the African population.

In the interwar years the Belgian administration con-
tinued exporting rubber and also promoted plantation
AGRICULTURE for PALM OIL and COFFEE. Nearly all exports
passed though the colonial capital and river port city of
LEOPOLDVILLE (today’s Kinshasa), located on the Congo
River. MINING, however, proved to be a more lucrative eco-
nomic activity. Following discoveries of industrial-quality



DIAMONDS and vast COPPER deposits, Belgian-owned cor-
porations, such as UNION MINIERE, quickly developed the
mining industry in the Katanga region. Africans provided
the labor for the industry, while the profits flowed back to
Belgium.

During World War II (1939-45), German forces in-
vaded and occupied Belgium, similar to the situation in
France. The Belgian population, which was never fully
convinced of the value of its African colonies, now saw
that the resources supplied by its colonies would be all
that Belgium could contribute to the war effort against
Germany.

By the early 1950s Belgium embarked on a gradual
30-year plan to turn over the government of the colony
to indigenous leadership. By the end of the decade, how-
ever, Congolese nationalists from various ethnic groups
were clamoring for self-rule, and the pace of the indepen-
dence process quickened. Congolese and Belgian leaders
convened in Brussels, and in 1960 a new coalition gov-
ernment took control under the leadership of former ri-
vals Joseph Kasavubu (1915-1969) and Patrice LUMUMBA
(1925-1961). Despite nationwide independence celebra-
tions, it soon became clear that the Belgian administra-
tion had not taken the proper steps to adequately prepare
the country for a transfer of leadership. Within months
the fledgling nation was plunged into crisis. The threat of
civil war forced the evacuation of most of the remaining
Belgian nationals.

See also: cOLONIAL RULE (Vol. IV); CONCESSIONAIRE
COMPANIES (Vol. IV); coNGO crisis (Vol. V); WORLD WAR 11
AND AFRICA (Vol. IV).

Further reading: Marie-Bénédict Dembour, Recall-
ing the Belgian Congo: Conversations and Introspection
(New York: Berghahn Books, 2000).

Bello, Ahmadu (Alhaji; Sir) (1909-1966) Political
leader and premier of Northern Nigeria

A great grandson of Usman dan Fodio (1754-
1817), founder of the Islamic SOKOTO CALIPHATE, Bello
was born in Rabah, in northern NIGERIA. After working
as a teacher Bello became the district head of Rabah, in
1934. In 1938, after a failed claim to the office of sul-
tan, Bello instead took the honorary title of Sardauna of
Sokoto. He also took the position of secretary of the
Sokoto Native Authority within the British colonial ad-
ministration.

In 1949 Bello helped found the Northern People’s
Congress (NPC) and later became its president. The NPC
eventually became the foremost political organization in
the predominantly Hausa-Fulani region of Northern
Nigeria and a major factor in the movement for Nigerian
independence from Britain. Bello went on to become
Northern Nigeria’s first premier, in 1954, and was one of
Nigeria’s triad of political leaders, the others being
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Obafemi awoLowo (1909-1987) in YORUBA-dominated
Western Nigeria and Nnamdi AzZIKIWE (1904-1996) in
the largely 1GBO region of Eastern Nigeria.

Bello was an active Muslim, as indicated by the hon-
orific title Alhaji (the Pilgrim), meaning he completed the
pilgrimage to the Muslim holy city of Mecca. However,
Bello was also pro-West, as reflected in the honorific “Sir,”
which he received when knighted by the British queen.
When Bello attempted to establish full Islamic law, or
sharia, in Northern Nigeria, he was forced to back down
after British objections. Bello’s personal stance, however,
allowed him to install elements of Islamic law without
alienating the region’s non-Muslim population or antago-
nizing the British.

In 1957, when the time came to appoint Nigeria’s
first federal prime minister, Bello preferred to remain pre-
mier of the Northern Region. Instead, Bello’s NPC deputy,
Abubakar Tafawa BALEwWA (1912-1966) became the fed-
eral prime minister. Upon Nigeria’s full independence in
1960, Bello continued his role as Northern premier, fo-
cusing on the North’s growth and security.

See also: BELLO, AHMADU (Vol. V); ISLAM, INFLUENCE
oF (Vols. II, III, IV); NATIONALISM AND INDEPENDENCE
MOVEMENTS (Vol. IV); NORTHERN PEOPLE’S CONGRESS (Vol.
V); USMAN DAN FODIO (Vol. I1I).

Further reading: John N. Paden, Ahmadu Bello Sar-
dauna of Sokoto: Values and Leadership in Nigeria (Lon-
don: Hodder and Stoughton, 1986).

Ben Bella, Ahmed (1916— ) First president of Algeria

Born in Marnia, ALGERIA, into a poor peasant family,
Ahmed Ben Bella served in the French army during
World War 11 (1939-45) and reached the rank of master
sergeant. He received both the Croix de Guerre and the
Medaille Militaire for his valor and exemplary service.
Upon returning to Algeria, in 1945, he learned of the
harsh treatment that the French meted out at the so-
called Sétif Massacre, which resulted in the deaths of
thousands of anticolonial demonstrators. Ben Bella there-
upon resigned from the French army and joined the
Algerian Popular Party. He went on to lead the party’s
military wing, the Secret Organization (Organisation
Secrete, OS), a group of revolutionary fighters who plot-
ted the violent overthrow of COLONIAL RULE.

While many of the founders of the nationalist move-
ment had come from the urban working class and from
the peasantry, others, like Ben Bella, came from the ranks
of the French military. They sympathized with the na-
tionalists because they had been stationed in rural areas
or in working-class districts. In 1948 Ben Bella robbed
the Bank at Oran of 3 million francs to finance the OS.

Ben Bella was imprisoned in 1950 following an at-
tack on a post office, but he escaped after two years. In
1953, while living underground in both North Africa
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and Europe, he was one of the key organizers of the
Revolutionary Committee for Unity and Action (CRUA).
In 1954 the CRUA evolved into the NATIONAL LIBERA-
TION FRONT (Front de Libération Nationale, FLN),
which later led the armed revolt against French rule.
Ben Bella solicited and received funds and materials for
his independence fighters from President Gamal Abdel
NASSER (1918-1970) of EGYPT and President Habib
BOURGUIBA (1903-2000) of Ttunisia. The French ar-
rested Ben Bella again in 1956 and imprisoned him for
six years. He was released after the signing of the Evian
Accords (1962), under which Algeria received its inde-
pendence. Ben Bella became the new nation’s first
prime minister.

See also: BEN BELLA, AHMED (Vol. V); FRANCE AND
AFRICA (Vols. IV, V); NATIONALISM AND INDEPENDENCE
MOVEMENTS (Vol. IV).

Further reading: Robert Merle, Ahmed Ben Bella
(New York: Walker, 1967).

Benin City City in southern NIGERIA, located on the
Benin River; capital of the Edo kingdom of BENIN. Benin
City was the principal city within the ancient kingdom of
Benin of the Edo people (also known as the Bini) from
approximately the 15th through the late 19th centuries.
The Edo kingdom, ruled by the oba, or king, exerted in-
fluence over the YORUBA, 1GBO, Ijo, and Itsekiri peoples.
The power of the oba and his state was symbolized by the
massive moat and earth walls of the city, at places 57 feet
(17.4 m) high and extending in a seven-mile (11.3 km)
perimeter. These main city walls were at the heart of a
system of protective walls that covered nearly 90 miles
(145 km) of the kingdom.

The kingdom of Benin, which experienced a revival
in the early 19th century, had a flourishing trade in pALM
OIL, palm kernels, and other agricultural commodities. By
the late 19th century, however, British merchants, in
league with colonial authorities, were beginning to make
deep inroads into kingdom of Benin’s commerce. In 1897
Britain sent a diplomatic delegation to pressure Oba
OVONRAMWEN (1. 1888-1914) to submit to their author-
ity, but the delegation was ambushed and massacred. A
British military force invaded the city in retaliation, set-
ting fire to its buildings and homes. As the city burned
many of its famed bronze castings and other works of ArT
were hauled away as war booty. Much of the art, some of
it dating back to the 13th century, was sold to interna-
tional traders, ending up in museums in England and
elsewhere.

During the colonial era Benin City remained a center
of Nigeria’s palm oil and palm kernels industry, and in
1939 the colonial government set up the Nigerian Institute
for Oil Palm Research there. A lumber industry also began
to emerge in the 1930s.

Benin’s obas depicted their history in bronze cast-
ings (actually made from brass) in the form of wall
plaques. Some of the plaques dated back to the 15th
and 16th centuries. The plaques were made using
the cire perdu, or “lost-wax,” method. The sculptor
created a mold from plaster or clay and coated the
mold with wax. Then, another coat of plaster or
clay, this one perforated, was formed over the wax
layer. The mold was then heated, causing the wax to
melt and pour out through the perforations. The
space that was once filled with wax was then filled
with molten metal. Once the metal cooled, the clay
or plaster mold was broken off and the metal cast-
ing was removed and polished. The technique is still
common today.

See also: BrRONZE (Vol. 1I); COLONIAL CONQUEST
(Vol. 1V); Epo (Vols. 1, II); ENGLAND AND AFRICA (Vols. 111,
1V, V); yo (Vols. 11, III); 1TSEKIRI (Vols. II, III); LOST-WAX
PROCESS (Vol. 11); oBa (Vol. 1I).

Further reading: A. E C. Ryder, Benin and the Euro-
peans, 1485-1897 (New York: Humanities Press, 1969).

Benin, kingdom of Edo-speaking state located to
the west of the Niger River in what is now southern
NIGERIA; known for its complex ART pieces and success
in trade. The origins of the kingdom date back to the
10th century and are intricately intertwined with those
of its YORUBA-speaking neighbors. The Yoruba report-
edly referred to the Edo-speakers as Ubinu, the name
that Portuguese explorers referred to when they named
the Bight of Benin. Benin’s Oba Ewuare, who ruled from
1440 to 1473, is reported to have changed the name of
the country to Edo. Edo-speakers referred to themselves
as Ovbiedo (children of Edo) rather than the European
name Bini.

The kingdom of Benin flourished between the 15th
and 17th centuries, encompassing southeastern Yoruba-
land and some 1BO territory on the east bank of the
Niger River. Although it declined after that, the king-
dom retained some of its power in the 18th and early
19th centuries through its involvement with European
legitimate trade as well as the sLAVE TRADE. By 1807,
however, the British abolition of the slave trade—com-
bined with internal power struggles for the title of oba,
or king—contributed to Benin’s eventual decline. The
kingdom remained a trading force throughout most of
the 19th century, however, with the focus of commercial
activity switching from human captives to goods such as
PALM OIL and ivory.



During the latter half of the 19th century the British
increased their demand for West Africa’s natural re-
sources, including palm oil, which was used as an indus-
trial lubricant, and RUBBER, which became an important
commodity after the development of the inflatable inner
tube. Rich in both of these commodities, Benin became
the target of British efforts to seize territory for its colo-
nial empire.

In January 1897, followers of the reigning oba, ovon-
RAMWEN (r. 1888-1914), ambushed a British force that
was sent to establish official colonial sovereignty over
Benin. The attack shocked the British, who by mid-
February had assembled upwards of 1,500 soldiers for a
raid on the kingdom’s capital, BENIN cITY. Despite fierce
opposition, the British force eventually overwhelmed the
kingdom’s defenses, and the city fell on February 18, 1897.
Initially Oba Ovonramwen escaped, but he was later cap-
tured and exiled to Calabar in southeastern Nigeria.
Thereafter the kingdom of Benin was considered part of
British colonial Nigeria.

During the siege on Benin City British soldiers set
fire to the royal palaces and looted the city’s many im-
pressive sculptures and carvings made from bronze, ivory,
and iron. The most prized of these were the brass busts
that were constructed in tribute to each oba. Other arti-
san works stolen included intricate tapestries, bas-reliefs,
and masks made of wood. The fire also destroyed a great
deal of the intricate wood carvings in the royal palace.
Much of the plundered art was then sold at auction by
the British to offset the expenses of the war with Benin.

The kingdom of DAHOMEY, to the west of the king-
dom of Benin, also flourished in the 17th through
the 19th centuries. However, by 1904 Dahomey had
become a colony of French West Africa. In 1960
Dahomey gained its independence from France and
in 1975 changed its name from Dahomey to the
People’s Republic of Benin. So, although they are es-
sentially unrelated, the modern-day country of Benin
honors the former kingdom of the same name.

See also: BENIN, KINGDOM OF (Vols. 11, III); coLo-
NIAL CONQUEST (Vol. IV); ENGLAND AND AFRICA (Vol. IV).

Benin (Republic of) Country located on the Gulf of
Guinea, bordered by BURKINA FAsO and NIGER to the
north, NIGERIA to the east, and TOGO to the west. The
Republic of Benin covers approximately 43,500 square
miles (112,700 sq km) and has a coastline about 75
miles (121 km) long.
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The region of present-day Benin and Togo was long
dominated by groups descended from the Aja kingdom.
The large kingdom of DAHOMEY, in Benin, came about from
the consolidation of the related Aja kingdoms of Abomey,
Allada, and Ardra. Dahomey became wealthy from the
SLAVE TRADE by acting as intermediary in the trading of cap-
tives to Europeans on the Guinea Coast throughout the
17th and 18th centuries. However, as that trade declined in
the 19th century, Dahomey became increasingly dependent
on trading PALM OIL, corn, and other agricultural commodi-
ties with Europeans.

About 1863 King Toffa (d. 1908) of Ardra, a king-
dom known to Europeans as Porto Novo, signed a protec-
tion treaty with France, and his territory became an
administrative center for spreading French colonial influ-
ence. By 1883 the French occupied much of the Da-
homey kingdom. At the BERLIN CONFERENCE (1884-85),
the other European powers recognized France’s claims to
the Dahomey region.

Benin during the Colonial Era: Dahomey Led
by King Behanzin (d. 1906), Dahomey went to war with
France in 1889-90 and again in 1892, both times seeking
to limit France’s influence in its territory. Despite a large
army—which included upwards of 4,000 well-trained
women warriors—Dahomey was unable to resist superior
French firepower, and in 1892 France declared the PrO-
TECTORATE of Dahomey. To quell possible uprisings, the
French exiled Behanzin to the island of Martinique in the
West Indies. With the opposition effectively removed, in
1894 the protectorate was declared a colony. Porto Novo
became the colonial capital in part because of the support
King Toffa had provided the French in the war against
Dahomey.

One of the more prominent leaders of PAN-AFRICAN-
IsM in Paris after World War 1 was Prince Kojo
Tovalou-Houénou (d. 1938), a nephew of the exiled
Dahomean king Behanzin. A respected author and
scholar, Tovalou-Houénou founded a pro-African
organization he called the Universal League for the
Defense of the Black Race.

In 1899 France incorporated Dahomey into the colo-
nial confederation called FRENCH WEST AFRICA (Afrique
Occidentale Francaise, AOF). As it did in its other West
African colonies, France developed Dahomey’s ports and
railroads in order to facilitate the extraction of the re-
gion’s valuable agricultural products. In the case of Da-
homey, the crucial commodity was paLM O1L, which was
used as an industrial lubricant in Europe. French compa-
nies built a port at Cotonou and constructed railroads to
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connect towns in the central and northern hinterlands
with Porto Novo and Cotonou on the coast; the main line
was completed by 1911.

The cost of development in the colony was paid by the
taxes that the administration collected from Dahomean la-
borers who were forced to work on French projects. Al-
though social development was not a priority of the French
colonial administration, French Roman Catholic MISSION-
ARIES did establish elementary schools for the purpose of
teaching French customs and LANGUAGE to select Da-
homean students.

France’s efforts to recruit Africans for military service
in its colonial West African army, the TIRAILLEURS SENE-
GALAIS, led to a popular revolt during World War 1
(1914-18) in northern Dahomey. The revolt was brutally
suppressed, and Dahomean soldiers ultimately partici-
pated in the conquest of TOGOLAND (present-day Togo),
the German colony to the west.

Joining Africans from other colonies in French West
Africa, Dahomean soldiers fought on the side of the Free
French during World War II (1939-45). Following the
victory of France and the Allies, Dahomey became a mem-
ber state of the FRENCH UNION, in 1946. This new arrange-
ment allowed the country to elect its own representatives
to the French Parliament.

When African independence movements forced the
French Union to disband in 1958, Dahomey chose to be-
come a self-governing polity within the French Commu-
nity. For two years Dahomean political leaders struggled
to achieve complete independence from France, finally
accomplishing their goal, in 1960. The former colony of-
ficially became the independent Republic of Dahomey;,
with Hubert MaGA (1916-2000), a northerner represent-
ing the Dahomean Democratic Movement, elected as its
first president. Maga’s election did little to unite the dis-
parate elements of Dahomey’s population, however, and
the nation was soon racked with political instability that
continued into the 1970s.

In 1975 the Republic of Dahomey was renamed the
People’s Republic of Benin. The new appellation re-
called the glory of the once-powerful Edo kingdom
of BENIN, which was located in present-day Nigeria.

See also: ABOMEY (Vol. II1); aja (Vols. 11, 11I); ALLADA
(Vols. 11, III); BENIN, REPUBLIC OF (Vols. I, 11, III, V); coLO-
NIAL RULE (Vol. IV); COLONIALISM, INFLUENCE OF (Vol. 1V);
FRANCE AND AFRICA (Vols. 111, IV, V); porTO Novo (Vol. III).

Further reading: Patrick Manning, Slavery, Colo-
nialism, and Economic Growth in Dahomey, 1640-1960
(New York: Cambridge University Press, 1982).

Berbers Descendants of the peoples who inhabited
North Africa before the Arab conquest in the seventh cen-
tury. Berbers have long had a strong presence in MOROCCO
and the central Sahara. Today numbering approximately 12
million, Berbers can essentially be divided into two groups:
those living near the coast, who consider themselves Arabs
and speak Arabic, and those living in the interior, who pre-
serve their traditional languages and culture. From 1850 to
1960 Berbers living in the inaccessible and mountainous
Kabylia region of ALGERIA and the RIF region of Morocco
were among those who fiercely resisted European coLo-
NIAL CONQUEST and imperialism.

See also: BERBERs (Vols. I, 11, 111); MAGHRIB (Vol. IV);
TUAREGS (Vol. 1V).

Further reading: Michael Brett, The Berbers (Ox-
ford, U.K.: Blackwell, 1996).

Berlin Conference International meeting, held from
November 15, 1884 to February 26, 1885, that effectively
divided vast amounts of African territory among major
European powers. For centuries Europeans had dealt
with Africa, engaging in everything from exploration to
the trade in captives to religious conversion. For the most
part, however, those activities had been confined to a lim-
ited area, typically along Africa’s coastlines. As of 1875
merely one-tenth of Africa, mostly in the northern and
southern extremities of the continent, had been claimed
by European nations as colonies or PROTECTORATES.

The last quarter of the 19th century, however, saw an
almost unchallenged rise in colonialist spirit among the
European powers. Fueled in some cases by conservative
governments seeking the status of empires and, in others,
by a desire for wealth and commerce, European countries
began to press for territorial expansion into the interior of
Africa. As a result, by the 1870s, European governments
had begun to fear that competition—or even more intense
rivalries—in Africa might lead to unwanted conflicts in
Europe itself. These governments, led by Otto von Bis-
MARCK (1815-1898), the chancellor of the newly united
Germany, met in Berlin to find a peaceful blueprint for
colonial occupation of Africa.

The immediate cause of the conference came from
Belgian activity in the Congo and Niger river basins. On be-
half of his International African Association, Belgian king
LEOPOLD 11 (1835-1909) sent Henry Morton STANLEY
(1841-1904) on several expeditions into the Congo. By
1884 Portugal was worried that this Belgian expansion
would threaten its long-standing position in ANGOLA, south
of the mouth of the Congo River. With the help of Britain,
a Portuguese-British commission was established to super-
vise activity along the Congo River. Fearing that his efforts
in the Congo would be blocked by these old-line colonial
powers, Leopold II appealed to Bismarck for help. The
Berlin Conference, to which all major European powers



and the United States sent representatives, was the re-
sponse. Tellingly, no African state was represented.

Ostensibly the conference was to be concerned with
humanitarian issues such as limiting the trade in human
captives. In truth, however, the primary motive was carv-
ing up the vast amount of African territory that remained
in the hands of African peoples. Over the course of many
months the delegates forged an agreement that, in effect,
created rules for colonial expansion. In doing so they di-
vided Africa into a hodgepodge of zones of influence and
even “nations”—regardless of original boundaries or of
ethnic makeup—that lasted for decades and enabled
European exploitation to continue without the threat of
conflict closer to home.

The primary rules for colonial expansion created at
the conference concerned “spheres of influence” and “ef-
fective occupation.” A sphere of influence was simply an
area along the coast that one of the conference members
told the other conference members it had taken under its
control. And under the agreements of the conference,
taking control of a coastal area gave that particular Euro-
pean government power of virtually all the land directly
linked to that area. This created corridors of territory, all
of which would have access to the sea. The doctrine of ef-
fective occupation meant that in order to claim a particu-
lar territory a member of the conference had to have
enough control of a region to insure trade and freedom of
movement. This, the members believed, would eliminate
conflicts between the conference members over particular
territories.

The dash to accumulate colonies began with the
signing of the Treaty of Berlin at the end of the confer-
ence. In addition to giving Leopold II full power over
the Congo, the treaty clearly signaled the European
powers that they could begin to take over the remainder
of the continent. Virtually all of the conference mem-
bers ultimately joined in the land grab. By 1900, for ex-
ample, Britain had added of 4.25 million square miles
(11 million sq km) to its empire, France had taken 3.5
million square miles (9.1 million sq km), Germany had
gained one million square miles (2.6 million sq km),
and even Italy had added 185,000 square miles (480,000
sq km). Indeed, by 1898 the only independent states
south of the Sahara were LIBERIA, ETHIOPIA, and the two
AFRIKANER REPUBLICS of the ORANGE FREE STATE and the
TRANSVAAL.

Although all of this was accomplished, from the Euro-
peans’ perspective, with a minimum of conflict, it left a bit-
ter legacy that marked Africa well into the 21st century.

See also: coLONIAL cONQUEST (Vol. IV); COLONIAL
RULE (Vol. 1V); ENGLAND AND AFRICA (Vols. III, IV);
FRANCE AND AFRICA (Vols. III, IV); GERMANY AND AFRICA
(Vol. IV); 1TALY AND AFRICA (Vol. IV); parTITION (VOl. IV);
PORTUGAL AND AFRICA (Vols. III, IV); SPAIN AND AFRICA
(Vol. V); UNITED STATES AND AFRICA (Vol. IV).
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Further reading: S. E. Crowe, The Berlin West African
Conference (Westport, Conn.: Greenwood, 1981).

Beta Israel Jewish people of ETHIOPIA. Isolated from the
rest of the worlds Jewish population, the Beta Israel
(House of Israel) and their plight in largely Christian
Ethiopia were finally acknowledged by the international
Jewish community in the mid-1800s.

Though their origins are uncertain, the Beta Israel are
known to be an ancient people whose history began well
before Semitic farmers arrived in the region around 600
BCE. Religious warfare between the Beta Israel and the
Christian Ethiopian monarchy spanned centuries until
the 1700s, when the Beta Israel were fully defeated and
forced to settle in the Lake Tana region in northwestern
Ethiopia. Their situation within Ethiopia began to im-
prove in the late 19th century.

Ethiopian Christians traditionally believed the Beta
Israel to be possessors of evil magic, particularly the
ability to transform into hyenas for the purposes of
devouring Christian children. The status of the Beta
Israel as a persecuted religious minority led them to
be called Falasha, meaning “exiles” or “outsiders,”
a name now considered to be pejorative.

In 1769 the Scottish explorer James Bruce (1730—
1794) documented the Beta Israel, estimating their popu-
lation to be around 100,000. In spite of this the Beta
Israel were virtually unknown to much of the world until
the Jewish scholar Joseph Halevy became the first
European Jew to visit the Beta Israel, in 1867. His pupil
Jacques Faitlovitch (1881-1955) took up the Beta Israel
cause in 1904, establishing Beta Israel committees in a
number of countries and taking a number of the Beta
Israel to Europe for education. In 1908 the rabbis of 44
countries acknowledged the Beta Israel as authentic Jews.

Between 1935 and 1941 the Beta Israel joined other
Ethiopians in resisting the Italian invasion and occupa-
tion of Ethiopia. By 1955 the new nation of Israel had be-
come involved with the Ethiopian Jews, helping to build
schools and a seminary.

See also: BETA 1SRAEL (Vols. I, 1I, III, V); JUDAISM
(Vol. I); rReLIGION (Vols. 111, IV, V).

Bismarck, Otto von (1815-1898) First chancellor of
the united German Reich

Son of a member of the landowning Junker aristoc-
racy, by 1862 Otto von Bismarck had risen to become the



54 Blaize, Richard Beale

prime minister of his native Prussia. Germany at the time
was not a single country but rather a group of indepen-
dent kingdoms, and Prussia was the most powerful of
them. In 1871 German unity became a reality when the
German princes, at Bismarck’s instigation, proclaimed
William I (1797-1888) the German emperor and estab-
lished the German Reich. The archconservative Bismarck
was the first chancellor, holding that post from 1871 to
1890. By 1884, the first year of the BERLIN CONFERENCE,
at which the nations of Europe met to discuss the PARTI-
TION of Africa, Germany had established itself as the
major power of continental Europe.

Bismarck was under pressure from German mer-
chants to find new markets for German goods and secure
cheap sources of raw materials. As France and Britain ex-
tended their colonial empires into Africa and Asia,
Bismarck feared that German traders would be denied ac-
cess to those areas and the country would face the loss of
money and prestige.

Bismarck sought to solidify Germany’s position in
Europe, and this became one of his primary goals at the
Berlin Conference. Fourteen years earlier Prussia had
vanquished France in the short Franco-Prussian War of
1870-71, and France’s national pride remained wounded.
Bismarck moved to soothe the French by encouraging
France’s colonial expansion and by obstructing her main
colonial rival, Britain. Consequently, Bismarck claimed
areas adjacent to territories where British influence and
presence was growing. This move had the double effect of
hindering British expansion and placating German mer-
cantile interests. In 1884 and 1885, for example, he an-
nounced the establishment of German protectorates in
GERMAN EAST AFRICA (present-day mainland TANZANIA,
BURUNDI, and RWANDA), CAMEROON, and TOGOLAND
(today’s T0GO), as well as in the South Pacific. These
colonies became important sources of raw materials for
the German economy, especially PALM OIL, COTTON, COF-
FEE, COCOA, and RUBBER.

See also: cOLONIAL CONQUEST (Vol. IV) GERMANY
AND AFRICA (Vol. IV).

Further reading: Edgar Feuchtwanger, Bismarck
(New York: Routledge, 2002).

Blaize, Richard Beale (1845-1904) Prominent West
African businessman

Blaize was born in SIERRA LEONE to YORUBA-speaking,
Christian parents who were RECAPTIVES. Like thousands
of other recaptive Africans, they settled in FREETOWN
after their slave ship had been intercepted by the British
Anti-Slave Squadron, based in Freetown. Blaize attended
a school operated by the CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY and
then began working as a printer. At age 17 he moved to
his parents’ Yoruba homeland, in NIGERIA, though his par-
ents remained in Freetown for the remainder of their

lives. Many other recaptives, or the children of recaptives,
such as Samuel jonnNsoN (1846-1901), did likewise.
Blaize settled in 1LAGOs, which had come under British
control in 1851, and continued working as a printer. He
soon became the head printer for the printing press of the
colonial government.

In 1875 Blaize left government employment to set up
his own business. He had already engaged in small-scale
trading, but he now became a full-time retailer and a
wholesaler of imported goods from England. He also be-
came involved in the export of such commodities as cOT-
TON, PALM OIL, and palm kernels. Blaize married Emily Cole
(d. 1895), whose father, T. F. Cole (1812-1890), was a re-
captive who had settled in Lagos and was a leading mer-
chant. His marriage to Cole facilitated his entry into the
world of Nigerian commerce, and by the 1890s Blaize was
the wealthiest African merchant in Lagos, heading a com-
mercial printing press and becoming involved in the pro-
duction of several Lagos NEWsPAPERS. Additionally, he was
an important figure in local politics, mediating disputes be-
tween the British colonial government and the local Egba
leadership in ABEOkUTA during the early 20th century.

In part Blaize’s success came because, like many of
his generation, he was raised and educated in Sierra
Leone Colony. This helped him take advantage of the
commercial opportunities linked with the rapid expan-
sion of the production of cAsH croPs in West Africa.

By the end of the century, however, the situation was
changing. British commercial interests, represented by indi-
viduals such as Sir George GOLDIE (1846-1925) and firms
such as the ROYAL NIGER COMPANY, were able to squeeze the
African merchants out of business. In the first half of the
20th century African participation in commerce came to be
characterized by market-level traders, such as Madam
Alimotu PELEWURA (1865-1951), rather than businessmen,
such as Blaize, who headed large commercial firms.

See also: COLONIALISM, INFLUENCE OF (Vol. 1V);
ENGLAND AND AFRICA (Vols. III, IV).

Blyden, Edward Wilmot (1832-1912) Liberian edu-
cator, statesman, and author

Born of free parents in St. Thomas, the Virgin Islands,
Blyden claimed 16BO ancestry. When he was 10 he moved
to Venezuela. At age 18 he went to the United States to
study at Rutgers Theological College in New Jersey, but
was denied admission because of his race. In 1851, spon-
sored by the New York Colonization Society, which pro-
moted the emigration of free Africans and former slaves
to Africa, Blyden immigrated to LIBERIA to study at
Alexander High School in MONROV1A, the capital.

Among his careers as an adult, Blyden was a minister,
a teacher, and an educator. Ordained a Presbyterian min-
ister, in 1858, he became principal of Alexander High
School that year. Although self-taught after high school,



Blyden became a scholar. From 1862 to 1871 he was pro-
fessor of classics at Liberia College. From 1875 to 1877
he served again as principal of Alexander High School.
From 1880 to 1884 he returned to Liberia College as
president. He resigned from the ministry in 1886.

A champion of African culture and nationalism,
Blyden wrote regularly for NEwsPAPERS. From 1855 to
1858 he edited the Liberia Herald. In 1872 he founded
and edited the Negro, published in FREETOWN, SIERRA
LEONE, until its demise, in 1873. He cofounded the West
African Reporter the following year.

Blyden was also called on to serve as a diplomat and
politician. In 1861 he was the Liberian educational com-
missioner to Britain and the United States, and in 1862 he
was named Liberias commissioner to the United States,
with the task of encouraging African-American emigration
to Liberia. Blyden also served as Liberia’s secretary of state
and secretary of the interior.

After his presidential aspirations were frustrated in
1885, Blyden went to Syria to learn Arabic, which he later
taught at Liberia College. He later divided his time be-
tween the colonies of Sierra Leone and NIGERIA. In 1906
he retired to Sierra Leone, where he continued publishing
until his death, in 1912.

While Blyden served in many positions and capaci-
ties, he also made an important intellectual contribution
by writing nonfiction books and pamphlets on Africa and
Africans and their history and culture. He rejected the
prevalent pseudo-scientific, racial thinking that asserted
African inferiority, arguing instead that each race makes
its own unique contribution to the world.

Beginning in the 1870s Blyden worked to unify
English-speaking West Africans, particularly those living
in Liberia and neighboring Sierra Leone. He hoped to es-
tablish a union of these two states, which in turn would
serve as the nucleus of a larger English-speaking West
African state that would promote and protect peoples of
African descent everywhere. The ideas he presented in
his books made him a precursor of the pan-African move-
ment. These works include A Voice from Bleeding Africa
(1856); The Negro in Ancient History (1869); Christianity,
Islam, and the Negro Race (1887), considered his major
work; West Africa before Europe (1905); and Africa Life
and Customs (1908).

See also: LITERATURE IN COLONIAL AFRICA (Vols. IV,
V), NEGRITUDE, (Vol. 1V), PAN-AFRICANISM (Vols. 1V, V);
UNITED STATES AND AFRICA (Vol. IV).

Further reading: Hollis Ralph Lynch, Edward Wilmot
Blyden (New York: Oxford University Press, 1967); Hollis
R. Lynch, ed., Selected Letters of Edward Wilmot Blyden
(Millwood, N.Y.: KTO Press, 1978).

Boers Descendants of early European SETTLERS who es-
tablished communities in portions of SOUTH AFRICA. Boers
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are descended from the Dutch, French Huguenot, and
German settlers who arrived in the CAPE TOWN area of pre-
sent-day South Africa as early as 1652. After Britain’s an-
nexation of the CAPE COLONY, in 1806, many Boers were
vexed by British rule. Eventually, during the 1830s and
1840s, thousands of Boers began emigrating east in what
came to be called the Great Boer Trek. As a result of their
migration, the Boers established communities in what be-
came the Republic of NATAL, the ORANGE FREE STATE, and
the TRANSVAAL (also known as the South African Republic).

Though the indigenous populations of these regions
fought the foreign encroachment, these voortrekkers (pio-
neers) eventually succeeded in displacing the indigenous
African peoples already residing in the interior of southern
Africa. Led by Andries Pretorius (1799-1853), the Boers
combined military successes with a Calvinistic belief that
they were God’s chosen people, giving rise to a unique form
of Boer, or Afrikaner, nationalism. Continued tensions be-
tween Boer settlers and the British colonial administration
in southern Africa led to armed conflicts, first in 1880-81,
and again in the ANGLO-BOER WAR of 1899— 1902, a brutal
conflict won by the British.

The term Boer literally means “farmer,” when
translated from Dutch or AFRIKAANS. Because the
word took on pejorative connotations during the
decades of Anglo-Boer conflict, Boers came to
identify themselves as AFRIKANERsS by the end of the
19th century.

Following their defeat, the AFRIKANER REPUBLICS were
incorporated into the UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA, which was
formed in 1910. Despite losing the war, Boer leaders—in-
cluding former Generals Louis BOTHA (1862-1919), J. B.
M. HERTZOG, (1866-1942), and Jan Christiaan SMUTS
(1870-1950)—held prominent positions in South Africa’s
early government. Continuing their legacy, Boer politi-
cians dominated in South Africa until 1994, when the na-
tion’s black majority was first allowed to vote.

See also: BOERS (Vol. III); ENGLAND AND AFRICA
(Vols. 111, 1V, V); GREAT BOER TREK (Vol. III).

Bondelswarts A Nama community inhabiting south-
ern NAMIBIA. The Bondelswarts suffered brutal repression
by the German and South African governments when
Namibia was colonial souTH WEST AFRICA. The German
name Bondelswarts derived from the black band that
adorned the heads of men entering battle. They had a
reputation as a proud and independent nomadic people,
grazing cattle and goats. The Bondelswarts actively re-
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sisted German colonial control, rebelling in 1896, and
again from 1903 to 1906. SOUTH AFRICA took control of
South West Africa as part of a League of Nations MAN-
DATE after Germany lost its African colonies following
World War I (1914-1918).

In 1922 the Bondelswarts initiated a rebellion against
South African rule, prompted by a combination of incur-
sions by white farmers, harsh police treatment, the incar-
ceration of a popular leader, and most importantly, the
imposition of a higher tax on hunting dogs. The exorbi-
tant tax threatened their livelihood as hunters and was
meant to intentionally pressure them into accepting wage
LABOR work on white-owned farms. The South African
government recruited about 400 whites near Windhoek
to provide support for the police.

On May 26, 1922 the Bondelswarts were attacked at
Guruchas by a force equipped with machine guns and
two airplanes, which were used to bomb the Bondelswart

forces. More than 100 Bondelswarts were killed, although
approximately 200 men escaped. The following day the
South African forces captured Bondelswarts women, chil-
dren, and livestock. On June 8, 1922, at Berg Kramer, an-
other attack resulted in an additional 53 Bondelswart
deaths, putting an end to the rebellion.

The overwhelming force that the South Africans
brought to bear against the Bondelswarts is revealed in the
number of white casualties resulting from the conflict.
Although more than 150 Bondelswarts were killed, not in-
cluding women and children, and hundreds of others
wounded, only two South Africans died in combat. The
South African treatment of the Bondelswarts attracted in-
ternational attention and resulted in the League of Nations
appointing a commission of inquiry to investigate.

See also: GERMANY AND AFRICA (Vol. IV); LEAGUE OF
NATIONS AND AFRICA (Vol. IV); RESISTANCE AND REBELLION
(Vol. 1V).

Covered wagons, like the one seen in an undated photo, were a part of Boer life on the South African frontier. © A. J. Bowland/New York Times



Botha, Louis (1862-1919) Afrikaner general and the
first prime minister of the Union of South Africa (1910-19)

Louis Botha was born in Greytown, NATAL, on
September 27, to a farming family that had participated
in the Great Boer Trek into the South African interior. Be-
ginning in 1886 he served as native commissioner in
SWAZILAND and then entered the TRANSVAAL Parliament in
1897. Rising to the rank of general during the ANGLO-
BOER WAR (1899-1902), Botha effectively employed guer-
rilla tactics against the British. He was instrumental in
bringing the war to an end, accomplished through the
Treaty of VEREENIGING.

In the war’s aftermath Botha emerged as an able
politician renowned for his conciliatory approach to con-
troversial issues. In 1904 he became chairman of the
Afrikaner political party Het Volk (the People), and three
years later he became the first prime minister of the
Transvaal colony. Upon the formation of the UNION OF
SOUTH AFRICA, in 1910, he became its first prime minister.

Although he was an Afrikaner himself, Botha ulti-
mately lost political ground to more adamant Afrikaner
nationalists. This was caused by attempts to retain strong
ties with the British Empire and to reconcile AFRIKANERS
and English-speaking whites. In 1913—14 Botha further
alienated Afrikaners through his strong-armed suppres-
sion of a white-mine-workers strike and a rebellion
among Afrikaners opposed to South Africa’s involvement
in World War 1 (1914-18).

In 1915 Botha led the British and South African forces
that conquered German SOUTH WEST AFRICA (today’s Na-
MiBlA). He later represented South Africa at the Paris
Peace Conference (1919) in Versailles, France. Botha died
later that year while still serving as prime minister.

See also: GREAT BOER TREK (Vol. I1I).

Botswana Present-day country in southern Africa, bor-
dered by zZIMBABWE to the northeast, SOUTH AFRICA to the
southeast and south, NAMIBIA to the west and north, and
zAMBIA to the northeast. Botswana is a landlocked coun-
try with a total area of 231,800 square miles (600, 400 sq
km). The western portions of Botswana are arid and con-
tain the Kalahari Desert, which forces most of the region’s
inhabitants to live in the semi-arid east. The country’s
capital and largest city is Gaborone.

The TswaNa (pronounced “chuana”) people, from
whom the country got its name, were historically agro-
pastoralists, meaning that they were both farmers and cat-
tle herders. Their forebears migrated to the region before
the middle of the second millennium, displacing the in-
digenous sAN hunter-gatherers. European Christian Mis-
SIONARIES arrived in the country in the first half of the
19th century.

Botswana during the Colonial Era: Bechuanaland
In 1885 the British government declared a PROTECTORATE
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over the Tswana chiefdoms of the region. It was at this
time that the area became known as BECHUANALAND. Five
years later Britain imposed full COLONIAL RULE over the
territory. From 1908 to 1910 the Tswana campaigned
against inclusion in a proposed UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA,
arguing that they should remain in a protectorate status.
In 1910 the independent Union of South Africa was es-
tablished, but Bechuanaland, along with swaziLAND and
BASUTOLAND (now LESOTHO), became High Commission
Territories, administered by Britain’s High Commissioner
to South Africa. Due largely to its harsh landscape and
perceived lack of mineral wealth, Bechuanaland was ne-
glected by the colonial administration. As a reult, it re-
mained a poor country until after its independence a
half-century later.

Two years after the Union of South Africa was
formed, a regional all-African organization was formed to
promote African politics. However, because most political
activists preferred British occupation to being incorpo-
rated into the Union of South Africa, the establishment of
nationalist political parties in Bechuanaland started only
in the 1950s. The argument for independence strength-
ened when South Africa’s National Party, promoting the
racist system of APARTHEID, won the South African elec-
tions in 1948 and 1953.

By 1960 many of Bechuanaland’s local chiefs had been
deposed by the colonial administration, leading to orga-
nized movements among a new generation of Africans
poised to take over the country’s leadership. Bechuanaland
became independent Botswana, in 1966, with Sir Seretse
KHAMA (1921-1980) becoming its first president. One year
later p1AMONDS were discovered, and the country rapidly
became one of the most prosperous in Africa.

See also: Borswana (Vols. 1, 11, 11, V); COLONIAL
CONQUEST (Vol. 1V); ENGLAND AND AFRICA (Vols. IV, V);
GABORONE (Vol. V).

Further reading: Neil Parsons, King Khama, Em-
peror Joe, and the Great White Queen: Victorian Britain
through African Eyes (Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 1998).

Bourguiba, Habib (1903-2000) Tunisian nationalist
and first president of independent Tunisia

Born in Munastir, TUNIsIA, during the period of
French coLoniAL RULE, Bourguiba attended school in
Tunisia before going to France to study law and become a
lawyer. Returning home, he founded a nationalist news-
paper, LAction Tunisienne (Tunisian Action), and began a
series of campaigns aimed at modernizing Tunisian soci-
ety and defending Islamic cultural values.

Bourguiba joined the DESTOUR (Constitution) PARTY
in 1920 but split from it in 1934. With Mahmoud Materi
(1909-1972) and other young intellectuals, he formed a



58 Brazzaville

more radical version of the party called the Neo-Destour
Party, which received the support of the General
Confederation of Tunisian Workers. The party and the
LABOR union worked together to establish underground
cells throughout the country. In 1938 the two groups or-
ganized a demonstration over the dismissal of a worker,
and a Neo-Destour leader was arrested. A further series of
organized street demonstrations led to confrontations in
which the police fired on the demonstrators, killing 112
and wounding 62. Bourguiba and other leaders were ar-
rested, and later that year they were taken to France.
Bourguiba remained under house arrest in Marseilles
until 1943, when he returned to Tunisia.

A loyal supporter of the Free French government of
General Charles DE GAULLE (1890-1970) throughout
World War 11 (1939-45), Bourguiba refused to authorize
political agitation against the French until the war had
been won. His position changed, however, when Tunisians
received no tangible reward for supporting France during
the war. Consequently, Bourguiba left Tunisia in 1945 to
seek international support for his country’s independence.
At home Tunisian nationalists engaged in targeted vio-
lence against the French. In 1950 France finally opened
formal negotiations with Bourguiba, but in 1952 arrested
him and other Neo-Destour leaders.

In 1955, however, weakened by its losses in the
French-Indochina War (1945-54), the escalating Alge-
rian war (1954-62), and the ongoing conflict with the
Neo-Destour Party, France offered Bourguiba and Tunisia
internal autonomy. Tunisia was to be governed by a bey,
or ruler, who would be essentially a figurehead for the
French. In keeping with his pragmatic tenet of “Take
what you are offered and fight for better,” Bourguiba ac-
cepted this arrangement.

Bourguiba’s decision, however, split the Neo-Destour
Party because an opposing faction was willing to settle for
nothing less than total independence from France. In 1956
the Bourguiba faction gained an advantage and expelled
the opposition leader, Salah ben Youssef (1908-1961),
from the party. Bourguiba then purged ben Youssef’s sup-
porters, who were mostly young Islamic students or from
the urban lower classes and from rural communities. The
purge was not well received, and reaction forced Bourguiba
to seek French assistance to quell the ensuing insurrection.
Working gradually but persistently toward independence,
Bourguiba continued negotiations with the French govern-
ment, and in 1956 he concluded a treaty with France that
gave Tunisia its full independence. In July 1957 Bourguiba
was elected president.

Later that year Bourguiba inaugurated a Constituent
Assembly to draft the country’s new constitution. He cre-
ated a modern, secular state, making Neo-Destour the
only recognized political party. By 1959 he was in com-
plete command of the state, exercising broad executive
powers. Bourguiba assumed the role of master statesman

Habib Bourguiba, shown here in 1950, was the first president of

independent Tunisia. © New York Times

and ruled through the cult of personality, with his ever-
present photograph a constant reminder of his power.

See also: BOURGUIBA, HABIB (Vol. V); FRANCE AND
AFRICA (Vol. IV); NATIONALISM AND INDEPENDENCE MOVE-
MENTS (Vol. IV).

Further reading: Derek Hopwood, Habib Bourguiba of
Tunisia: The Tragedy of Longevity (New York: St. Martin’s
Press, 1992); Norma Salem, Habib Bourguiba: Islam and the
creation of Tunisia (London: Croom Helm, 1984).

Brazzaville Major river port and capital city of the
Republic of the cONGO, located in the southeastern part of
the country. In 1883 the small village of Ntamo (also
called Ncuna) became Brazzaville, three years after after
French explorer Pierre Savorgnan DE BRazzA (1852-1905)
signed a treaty with Makoko, the local Teke king,
Strategically located on the north bank of the Congo
River, near Malebo Pool, the city was designated the ad-
ministrative headquarters of the French interests in



western Central Africa, in 1903. It then served as the cap-
ital of French Equatorial Africa from 1910 to 1958.
LEOPOLDVILLE (present-day Kinshasa), which served as
the administrative center of the CONGO FREE STATE and,
later, the BELGIAN CONGO, was located on the south bank
of the pool.

The Malebo Pool marked the beginning of the navi-
gable part of the Upper Congo River and, beyond it, the
Congo-Ubangi waterway, which served much of FRENCH
EQUATORIAL AFRICA. With the completion of the Congo-
Ocean Railway, built between 1921 and 1934, this river
shipping route connected the interior to the port at
Pointe-Noire, located just north of the Angolan border on
the Atlantic coast.

Built using African LABOR, the Congo-Ocean Railway
was one of the most costly French colonial projects
in terms of human lives lost. Exceptionally danger-
ous working conditions resulted in an estimated
15,000 to 20,000 deaths among the workers.

Once Brazzaville was established many Europeans
moved into the city center, while Africans occupied sec-
tions in the northeast and the southwest of the city. During
World War 11 (1939-45), after Germany invaded France,
Brazzaville became the African center for the Free France.
The French colonial governor, Adolphe-Félix Sylvestie
EBOUE (1884-1944), opposed the Nazis and the puppet
Vichy government of France and welcomed the escaped
French general Charles DE GAULLE (1890-1970). During
the first years of the war de Gaulle made Brazzaville the
base for his Free French administration. It could serve
this role because it was already the site of a major French
military garrison.

In 1944 the heads of state of Africa’s Francophone na-
tions met in Brazzaville to call for reforms in the French
colonial administration. The Brazzaville Conference, as
the meeting became known, served as a starting point for
the movement towards the French Congo’s independence,
which was attained in 1960. Independence did not come,
however, without cost. Nationalist political parties were
divided along regional lines, and in February 1959 deadly
riots between rival parties broke out and continued until
the French army intervened.

See also: BrRAZzAVILLE (Vol. V); COLONIAL RULE (Vol.
IV); congo (Vol. III); cONGO RIVER (Vol. I); FRANCE AND
AFRICA (Vols. 111, IV, V); URBANIZATION (Vols. IV, V); URBAN
LIFE AND CULTURE (Vols. 1V, V).

Further reading: Phyllis Martin, Leisure and Society
in Colonial Brazzaville (New York: Cambridge University
Press, 2002).
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British East Africa Collectively, the British colonies
of KENYA, TANGANYIKA, UGANDA, and zANZIBAR. The ori-
gins of British East Africa lay in the imperial rivalries of
the 1880s that led to the European PARTITION of Africa
and the associated COLONIAL CONQUEST. In 1887 British
private citizens formed an association that, the following
year, was chartered by the British government as the
Imperial British East Africa Company. Its purpose was to
limit the expansion of GERMAN EAST AFRICA and to estab-
lish British claims to part of the region. An 1890 British-
German treaty established both a British PROTECTORATE
over Zanzibar and the British East Africa Company’s
claims to Kenya. In 1894 a British treaty with the king-
dom of BUGANDA established the Uganda Protectorate.

In 1895 the British East Africa Company relinquished
its territories to Britain, which then established the East
African Protectorate. In June 1919, British East Africa be-
came complete, when, under the terms of the Treaty of
Versailles, which ended World War 1 (1914-18), the
League of Nations made German East Africa into the
British MANDATE of Tanganyika. The following year the
East African Protectorate became Kenya Colony.

After World War II (1939-45) Britain coordinated the
administration of its East African colonies more fully than it
had during the interwar years. It established the East
African High Commission, in 1948, which took over con-
trol of railways and harbors, posts and telecommunications,
customs, research, and the income tax for all but Zanzibar.
Upon gaining independence, between 1962 and 1963, the
countries of East Africa continued this coordination under
the East African Commons Services Organization.

See also: coLoONIAL RULE (Vol. IV); COLONIALISM, IN-
FLUENCE OF (Vol. IV); BERLIN CONFERENCE (Vol. IV); ENG-
LAND AND AFRICA (Vol. 1V); LEAGUE OF NATIONS AND
AFRICA (Vol. IV); WORLD WAR 1 AND AFRICA (Vol. IV);
WORLD WAR 1T AND AFRICA (Vol. IV).

British Somaliland Northern region in the Horn of
Africa that after 1887 was under British COLONIAL RULE.
In 1960 British Somaliland was united with ITALIAN soO-
MALILAND to form the independent country of SOMALIA.

Britain’s principal interest in Somaliland was to protect
the sea routes to India. Britain had occupied Aden, across
the Gulf of Aden from Somalia, as early as 1839. The re-
gion assumed new importance with the opening of the
SUEZ CANAL in 1869. Eventually, to strengthen its position
on the southern entrance to the Red Sea, Britain occupied
the Somali area bordering the Gulf of Aden, establishing a
PROTECTORATE over the region in 1887. The administrative
center of the protectorate was the port of Berbera. By the
time Britain established British Somaliland, its principal
colonial rival, France, had already established the small
colony of FRENCH SOMALILAND, centered on the port of Dji-
BOUTI, north of Berbera.
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The British colonial presence was limited, but it was
enough to provoke the ire of strict Muslims who viewed it
as corrupting their Islamic society. By 1899 a local reli-
gious leader, MUHAMMAD ABDULLAH HASSAN (1864-1920),
launched his first attack on the British. For the next 20
years British military forces, as well as those from ETHI-
oriA and Italian Somaliland, which Hassan also attacked,
were continuously engaged in battle with him. Only with
his death, in 1920, did Somali resistance to British colo-
nial rule end.

Unlike Italy, Britain did not place European SETTLERS
in their region of Somaliland, since its interest in the re-
gion was strictly strategic. With the outbreak of World War
I (1939-45), Italy briefly added British Somaliland to its
East African empire, but combined British, South African,
and Ethiopian forces quickly defeated the Italians. Britain
governed all of Somaliland until 1950, when the Italians
again ruled the southern area as a TRUST TERRITORY under
the auspices of the United Nations.

In 1960 the British- and Italian-controlled areas of
Somalia were united to become the independent United
Republic of Somalia. The northern inhabitants of former
British Somaliland, however, were left at a disadvantage,
since MOGADISHU, on Somalia’s southern coast, became
the capital and focal point of development.

See also: ENGLAND AND Arrica (Vols. III, IV, V);
ITALY AND AFRICA (Vols. IV, V); UNITED NATIONS AND
AFRICA (Vol. V).

Further reading: 1. M. Lewis, A Modern History of
the Somali: Nation and State in the Horn of Africa, 4th ed.
(Oxford, U.K.: James Currey, 2002).

British South Africa Company (BSAC) Commer-
cial company chartered by the British government and es-
tablished by British entrepreneur Cecil RHODES (1853—
1902) in 1889. The primary purpose of the British South
Africa Company (BSAC) was to colonize southern Central
Africa—including areas that are now zamBlA and zIM-
BABWE—and then to capitalize on the extensive opportuni-
ties for MINING and land development. The 25-year charter
the company received from Queen Victoria (1819-1901)
also allowed the company to form banks, sign treaties with
local rulers, and create its own police force.

The origins of the BSAC lie with the treaty that
Rhodes and his colleagues persuaded the NDEBELE ruler
LOBENGULA (1836-1894) to sign in 1888, granting the
company the rights to his kingdom’ potentially rich min-
eral resources. Two years later one of Rhodes’s trusted
deputies, Leander Starr Jameson (1853-1917), led a
group of adventurers and fortune-seekers into present-
day Zimbabwe. Skirting Ndebele territory, they set up for-
tified bases, including one that evolved into SALISBURY
(present-day Harare). This intrusion led to conflict with
the Ndebele that ended with their defeat and Lobengula’s

death in 1893. The BSAC renamed the region SOUTHERN
RHODESIA in 1895 in honor of Rhodes. Ndebele and
SHONA rebellions known as the CHIMURENGA followed in
1896 but were quickly put down.

To the north, in present-day Zambia, the situation
was much the same. In the 1890s the L0z ruler, Lubosi
LEWANIKA (1845-1916), made agreements with the BSAC
that, under the British interpretation, gave them exten-
sive rights to Lozi territories. While the Lozi kingdom re-
tained some of its sovereignty, its lands effectively came
under the Company’s administration. In 1911 the initially
separate Northeastern and Northwestern Rhodesia were
combined into NORTHERN RHODESIA.

In 1895 the British South Africa Company sup-
ported a coup d’état attempt by British settlers liv-
ing in the Boer-held TRANSVAAL region of souTH
AFRICA. Under the leadership of Jameson, a force of
500 BSAC police and volunteers invaded the
Transvaal in an attempt to wrest control from the
BOERS. The coup failed, and Jameson was taken
prisoner. For his complicity in the failed jAMESON
RAID, Rhodes was forced to step down as prime
minister of CAPE COLONY.

When the company’s 25-year charter ended, in 1914,
the British government granted it a 10-year extension,
thereby employing BSAC officials as colonial administra-
tors, of sorts, until 1923, at which time the white inhabi-
tants of Southern Rhodesia were allowed self-rule. North-
ern Rhodesia went from company administration directly
to the governance of the British Empire. The company,
however, continued to hold mining and land development
rights, reaping great financial rewards with the increased
demand for Northern Rhodesia’s vast resources of metals,
especially COPPER.

The reign of the British South Africa Company came
to an end in 1963, when Northern Rhodesia formed a
new government, renamed itself Zambia, and took pos-
session of its own land and mineral rights. Two years
later, the company merged with two other corporations
to create Charter Consolidated, Ltd., a name that recalls
the original charter granted to Rhodes, in 1889.

See also: coPPERBELT (Vol. 1V); ENGLAND AND AFRICA
(Vols. 111, IV, V); MINERALS AND METALS (Vol. IV).

Further reading: John S. Galbraith, Crown and Char-
ter: The Early Years of the British South Africa Company
(Berkeley, Calif.: University of California Press, 1974);
Lewis H. Gann, Birth of a Plural Society: The Development of
Northern Rhodesia Under the British South Africa Company,
1894-1914 (Westport, Conn.: Greenwood, 1982).



Broederbond Secret society formed to further Afrikaner
nationalism in souTH AFRICA. The term broederbond is
AFRIKAANS and means “brotherhood.” In the wake of the
British victory in the ANGLO-BOER WAR (1899-1901), many
young AFRIKANERS felt alienated from the dominant British.
Impoverished and reduced both socially and culturally to
second-class status, they sought ways to regain their lost
authority. In 1918 several such Afrikaners formed Young
South Africa, soon renamed the Afrikaner Broederbond.
Their goal was to foster Afrikaner nationalism by providing
cultural and educational opportunities for their fellow
Afrikaners. In 1921 the group decided to make itself a se-
cret rather than public organization.

Initially seeking to foster an Afrikaner lifestyle, in-
cluding music and literature, it was not long before the
Afrikaner Broederbond, or the AB as it was often called,
became active politically. As a secret society, however, its
work was known only through the activities of various
“fronts,” or public groups, such as the Federation of
Afrikaans Cultural Societies, whose activities could
withstand closer public scrutiny. The Broederbond’s po-
litical activities increased quite rapidly during the 1920s
and 1930s. One of the prime reasons for this was the
merger, in 1934, of the South African Party, led by Jan
Christaan smuts (1870-1950), and the Nationalist
Party of J. B. M. HERTZOG (1866-1942) to form the
United Party (UP). The more radical pro-Afrikaner ele-
ments of the Nationalists broke away and formed the
“purified” National Party (NP) under D. E MALAN
(1874-1959), with the Afrikaner Broederbond as one of
its leading support groups.

Broederbond popularity received another boost, in
1938, the year that marked the 100th anniversary of the
Great Boer Trek and the subsequent wave of nationalist
feeling among Afrikaners. Riding this sentiment, the
Broederbond formed several new front organizations, in-
cluding the Reddingdaadbond, which sought to improve
the lot of poor Afrikaners, and the Ossewabrandwag, which
was quickly transformed from a cultural organization
into a paramilitary group.

As World War 11 (1939-45) approached the Broeder-
bond actively opposed any South African involvement in
a possible Anglo-German conflict. Indeed, many Broeder-
bonders were decidedly pro-Nazi. When Smuts led South
Africa into the war on the side of Britain, Broederbond
members became vocal critics of the government’s policy.
With the victory of the NP over Smuts and the UP in the
election of 1948, the views and policies of the Broeder-
bond became the predominant ones of the government.
At this point, so many of the nation’s leaders were
Broederbond members that the Broederbond and govern-
ment often seemed one and the same. It is believed that
every president and every prime minister of South Africa
from 1948 until the downfall of the APARTHEID system, in
1994, was a member of the Broederbond.
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Throughout this period the group’s basic profile and
its membership remained constant. All members were
white, Afrikaans-speaking males who were rigorously
screened and then approved by the existing membership.
They pledged to maintain the secrecy of the organization
and to further its goals as expressed in the organization’s
constitution. Although it presented itself as a fraternal or
social organization, the Broederbond was organized along
the lines of a paramilitary group. Its basic units were the
branches, which, like revolutionary cells, were kept small,
with no more than 20 members. Several branches were, in
turn, under the jurisdiction of the central committees,
which were located in towns and cities. Policy was de-
cided not on the local levels but by the National Congress,
which met every two years and to which the branches
sent representatives. All this guaranteed secrecy for the or-
ganization and obedience to the commands of the
National Congress and its administrative body, the
Executive Council.

The Broederbond reached the peak of its power in
the 1950s and early 1960s. Although the rise of anti-
apartheid sentiment and the exposure of its activities by
journalists caused it to lose some support during the
1960s and 1970s, the Broederbond still remained one of
the dominant forces in South African politics.

See also: GREAT BOER TREK (Vol. II1); POLITICAL PAR-
TIES AND ORGANIZATIONS (Vol. IV).

Further reading: C. Bloomberg, Christian-National-
ism and the Rise of the Afrikaner Broederbond in South
Africa, 1918-1948 (London: Macmillan, 1990); Anthony
Butler, Democracy and Apartheid (London: Macmillan,
1998); D. Harrison, The White Tribe of Africa (Berkeley:
University of California Press, 1981).

Buganda Largest of the four kingdoms that make up
present-day UGANDA; located on the northern shore of
Lake Victoria. In 1856 a new Bugandan kabaka, or king,
MUTESA 1 (c. late 1830s—1884), ascended the throne, and
by the mid-1800s the Buganda kingdom was exerting po-
litical and military control over the other states in the re-
gion. Building further on the military strength of his
predecessors, Mutesa equipped his army with firearms ac-
quired from Arab traders from the swaHILI coasT and
ZANZIBAR in exchange for slaves and ivory. This was the
state of affairs encountered by the first European visitors
to the region, John Hanning sPEKE (1827-1864), in 1862,
and Henry Morton STANLEY (1841-1904), in 1875. Both
explorers met with Mutesa and were greatly impressed by
him and by the kingdom’s organization and military
strength.

Mutesa was a shrewd and outward-looking ruler and
recognized that the Europeans represented a new source of
trade, useful goods, and ideas. He was thus open to
Stanley’s suggestion that MISSIONARIES come to Buganda. At
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Stanley’s request, in 1877 the Protestant CHURCH MISSION-
ARY SOCIETY established a mission, and shortly thereafter
the Catholic Society of Missionaries of Africa, known as the
White Fathers, also arrived. These groups, along with the
coastal Muslim traders, successfully converted large num-
bers of Ganda (as Buganda’s people are called) and strug-
gled with each other to become the dominant RELIGION.
Mutesa avoided conversion, electing instead to play the
three sides against one another in order to obtain guns and
other resources he needed to expand Buganda’s borders.
Upon Mutesa’s death, in 1884, his son Mwanga II (c. 1866—
1903) ascended the throne. Mwanga unsuccessfully at-
tempted to ban all foreign religions and was subsequently
deposed and exiled in 1888. The civil war that followed
saw the brief victory of Muslim forces, which then were de-
feated by the Christians, who restored Mwanga. In his at-
tempts to suppress foreign religion, Mwanga executed a
number of his own court pages who were converted
Catholics. (In 1964 the Catholic Church canonized these
victims as saints, partly due to the efforts of Ugandan arch-
bishop Joseph KTwANUKA [1899-1966].)

While in Buganda, Stanley witnessed the kingdom’s
military might. He observed 125,000 troops depart
for the purposes of a single mission. The troops
were to rendezvous with a fleet of 230 war canoes,
just one part of Buganda’s royal navy.

Continuing religious tensions between Catholics and
Protestants, which reflected much deeper tensions within
Bugandan society, erupted when British and German im-
perialists, led by Captain Frederick LUGARD (1858-1945)
and Dr. Karl PETERs (1856-1918) respectively, came to
Buganda, further polarizing the kingdom. British Protes-
tant missionaries and their converts naturally supported
British control, while the Catholic missionaries, who were
French, supported the Germans (possibly in order to op-
pose the British) or continued independence. Ganda con-
verts from both sides fought viciously until Lugard ended
the conflict through the use of new military technology:
the machine gun.

Britain’s victory in Buganda led to an expansion of
British territorial control and the eventual formation of
the Uganda Protectorate, in 1894. Britain initially ruled
the area through Buganda and Kabaka Mwanga II (c.
1866—-1903), who had been restored to the throne,
though Apolo kagwa (1868-1927), the katikiro (prime
minister), was the real power. When Mwanga began to
oppose Britain he was replaced by his own infant son
Daudi Chwa II (1897-1939). In 1900 the Buganda Agree-
ment, willingly accepted by Buganda, established a fa-

vorable relationship between the African kingdom and
the British colonial government. The agreement doubled
Buganda’s size and allowed it to remain largely au-
tonomous. Buganda also secured private land tenure
that kept the kingdom free of European SETTLERS and
contributed to its autonomy. In 1952 the British gover-
nor of Uganda, Andrew Cohen (1909-1968), instituted
reforms that gave Buganda’s people majority control of
their legislature, as well as control over EDUCATION,
AGRICULTURE, and health services.

A crisis emerged in 1953 over British plans to incor-
porate Uganda into an East African Federation, along with
KENYA and TANGANYIKA. Fearing a loss of their relative in-
dependence, Buganda strongly objected. The British re-
sponded by deporting the kabaka at the time, Mutesa 11
(1939-1969), and holding him in Britain. Negotiations in
1955, however, resulted in Mutesa’s return to the throne,
and plans for the East African Federation were scrapped.
Uganda became independent in 1962, and Buganda re-
mained a kingdom within the new country. Kabaka
Mutesa II assumed the ceremonial office of president of
the country, while a northerner, Milton OBOTE (1924- ),
became the prime minister.

See also: BuGanDA (Vols. 11, 111, V); CHRISTIANITY, IN-
FLUENCE OF (Vols. II, 1II, IV, V); COLONIAL CONQUEST (Vol.
1V); coLoNIAL RULE (Vol. IV); COLONIALISM, INFLUENCE OF
(Vol. IV); ENGLAND AND AFRICA (Vols. III, V); ISLAM, INFLU-
ENCE OF (Vols. I, 111, IV, V); PARTITION (Vol. IV).

Bunche, Ralph (Ralph Johnson Bunch)
(1904-1971) Noted scholar and Africa adviser to the gov-
ernment of the United States

Born into a humble family in Detroit, Michigan,
Bunche moved to the warmer climate of Albuquerque,
New Mexico at age 10 because of his parents’ ill health.
After their deaths two years later he was raised by his
grandmother, “Nana” Johnson. Born into SLAVERY, she
was a fervent supporter of African-American rights. In
high school Bunche distinguished himself in history and
English, becoming his class valedictorian. He attended
the University of California at Los Angeles on an athletic
scholarship, graduating summa cum laude in 1927 with a
degree in international relations. He then received a
scholarship to Harvard, where in 1934 he earned a PhD
with an award-winning dissertation comparing French
COLONIAL RULE in TOGOLAND (now TOGO) and DAHOMEY
(present-day Republic of BENIN).

During his academic career Bunche taught at Howard
University, from 1928 to 1950, and then at Harvard Univer-
sity, from 1950 to 1952. He also served on the boards of di-
rectors of various organizations and institutions, including
Harvard’s Board of Overseers, and was active in the civil-
rights movement. He published two books, A World View of
Race (1936) and An American Dilemma (1944). His view



was that segregation was inherently incompatible with
democracy and that racial prejudice lacked a scientific
basis in biology or anthropology.

During World War II (1939-45) Bunche held impor-
tant positions in the Office of Strategic Services and in the
State Department, where he helped shape policy on Africa.
In 1946 the United Nations (UN) secretary-general Trygve
Lie (1896-1968) put Bunche in charge of the organization’s
Department of Trusteeship, which oversaw people living in
countries without self-government. This led to his winning
the Nobel Peace Prize, in 1950, for his efforts in mediating
the conflict between Arabs and Jews in Palestine.

Bunche remained with the United Nations for the
rest of his life, serving as undersecretary for special politi-
cal affairs, UN special representative to the Democratic
Republic of the cONGO, and undersecretary-general.

See also: UNITED NATIONS AND AFRICA (Vols. IV, V).

Further reading: Ben Keppel, The Work of Democ-
racy: Ralph Bunche, Kenneth B. Clark, Lorraine Hansberry,
and the Cultural Politics of Race (Cambridge, Mass: Harvard
University Press, 1995); Brian Urquhart, Ralph Bunche: An
American Life (New York: Norton, 1993).

Bunyoro Kingdom of precolonial uGANDA located in
the Great Lakes region of eastern Central Africa, north-
west of the kingdom of BUGANDA. Bunyoro was at its apex
in the 18th century. By the mid-19th century, however, the
kingdom was challenged by Buganda to the south and by
Egyptian and Sudanese invaders to the north. As a result
Bunyoro lost control over many of its outlying possessions.
In 1872 Samuel BAKER (1821-1893), governor-general of
Equatoria Province in the Egyptian-ruled Sudan, annexed
Bunyoro territory as part of Egypt’s push southward up the
Nile. Led by Mukama KABAREGA (c. 1853-1923), the
Banyoro, as the people of Bunyoro are sometimes called,
resisted Egypt’s authority, forcing the Egyptians, in 1888, to
withdraw from the area.

During the early 1890s Buganda was in the midst of
an exhausting religious civil war. Taking advantage of its
neighbor’s turmoil, Kabarega led Bunyoro to strengthen its
military and centralize its power structure. This revival of
Bunyoro eminence was soon challenged, however, as the
British, led by Captain Frederick LUGARD (1858-1945),
invaded from the south with the help of Protestants from
Buganda. The reconstructed Bunyoro army held off the
British for years, but in 1899 Kabarega was captured and
exiled to the SEYCHELLES, in the Indian Ocean.

Kabarega’s defeat marked the end of an independent
Bunyoro. Britain then incorporated the kingdom into the
Uganda PROTECTORATE and awarded half of Bunyoro’s ter-
ritory to Buganda for its help in the war. The Banyoro vig-
orously contested this division of land, and the issue
remained a source of conflict in Uganda well into the 20th
century.
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See also: BUNYORO (Vols. 11, I1I); COLONIAL CONQUEST
(Vol. 1V); ENGLAND AND AFRICA (Vols. III, IV, V); GREAT
LAKES REGION (Vol. III); KiTARA cOoMPLEX (Vol. II); RESIS-
TANCE AND REBELLION (Vol. IV).

Further reading: Edward 1. Steinhart, Conflict and
Collaboration: The Kingdoms of Western Uganda, 1890-1907
(Princeton, N J.: Princeton University Press, 1977).

Burkina Faso Present-day country covering about
105,900 square miles (274,300 sq km), located in western
Africa. Burkina Faso is bordered by The Republic of MALI
to the west and north, by NIGER to the east, and by BENIN,
TOGO, GHANA, and IVORY COAST to the south. Burkina Faso
was named UPPER VOLTA under French COLONIAL RULE and
for the first 23 years of independence.

The area of present-day Burkina Faso was originally
inhabited by the Gurunsi, Bobo, and Lobi peoples. By the
15th century the powerful Gurma and moss1 STATES had
established hegemony over the region.

The Mossi States were organized strongly enough
to resist attempts by neighboring Muslim empires
to conquer their lands. Because of this, present-day
Burkina Faso is one of the few countries of West
Africa that does not have a Muslim majority.

These states (which included Yatenga, Fada-n-Gurma,
Tenkodogo, and the dominant kingdom of Ougadougou),
controlled the region until the late 1800s, when the French
campaign of COLONIAL CONQUEST led to the establishment
of a PROTECTORATE over Yatenga, in 1895. The fall of Oua-
gadougou to the French a year later effectively ended
Mossi resistance. By 1897 the Gurma, Gurunsi, and Bobo
had all succumbed to French colonial rule. An agreement
with the British in 1898 established the borders between
the new French territory and the British GOLD COAsST
COLONY (present-day Ghana). Despite the continued resis-
tance of the Lobi, who made good use of poisoned arrows
to fend off the French aggressors, by 1904 the region was
added to the French colonial agglomerate of Haut-Sénégal-
Niger (Upper Senegal-Niger).

Burkina Faso during the Colonial Era: Upper
Volta In 1919 France split off Haute-Volta (Upper Volta)
from Upper Senegal-Niger, which itself was later divided
into FRENCH SOUDAN (present-day Mali) and Niger. All
three colonies became part of FRENCH WEST AFRICA. For
economic and administrative purposes, in 1932 the Upper
Volta region was divided and distributed among Ivory
Coast, French Soudan, and Niger. During the colonial pe-
riod the economy increasingly relied upon money from la-
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borers who migrated to neighboring Gold Coast Colony
and Ivory Coast. Repatriated earnings from the migrants
helped their families purchase consumer goods and pay
their taxes to the colonial government. The French also
promoted the agricultural production of CASH CROPS, espe-
cially coTTON and GROUNDNUTS (peanuts), for export.

Under pressure from the Mossi peoples, who wanted
a separate territorial identity, the French reestablished
Upper Volta, in 1947, as part of the FRENCH UNION.
Following the French revision of colonial policies em-
bodied in the Loi Cadre (Enabling Act) of 1956, Upper
Volta became an autonomous country within the French
Community. In 1960 the fully independent Republic of
Upper Volta was established, with Maurice Yameogo
(1921-1993), the head of the Voltaic Democratic Union,
as its first president.

In 1984 Upper Volta was officially renamed Burk-
ina Faso (meaning “the Land of Incorruptible
Men”) by president Thomas Sankara (1949-1987).

See also: BoBo (Vol. 1I); BURKINA FAsO (Vols. I, 1II,
III, V); COLONIALISM, INFLUENCE OF (Vol. IV); FADA-N-
GURMA (Vol. III); FRANCE AND AFRICA (Vols. IV); LOBI
(Vol. TII); YATENGA (Vols. 11, III).

Burton, Richard (Sir Richard Francis Burton)
(1821-1890) British explorer and writer

Burton was the son of an army colonel and traveled
extensively in Europe with his parents. He attended
Oxford University—which he found boring—until he
joined the East India Company’s military and was deployed
to Karachi and later Sindh, in India. There Burton dis-
played a remarkable proficiency for languages, learning
Arabic, Persian, Hindustani, as well as a number of other
dialects. Later in his life he would come to master 40 lan-
guages and dialects.

Working as an undercover intelligence officer, Burton
developed techniques of assimilation and disguise that
were essential on his later journeys. In 1853, disguised as
a Muslim hajji, or pilgrim, Burton made a daring trip to
the cities of Mecca and Medina, where non-Muslims were
forbidden under penalty of death. He wrote about the ex-
perience in the landmark three-volume ethnological
work, Pilgrimage to El Medinah and Mecca (1855-1856).

In 1854 Burton went on the first of his African expedi-
tions with John Hanning SPEKE (1827-1864) in search of
the source of the Nile River. Burton’s extensive knowledge
of Arabic and Islam proved useful in facilitating these ex-
peditions, as the pair traveled along caravan routes fre-

quented by Zanzibari-based Arab merchants. Burton had to
return to England to recover from an injury suffered when
his caravan was attacked in Somaliland. Burton and Speke
returned to Africa in 1857, and the following year they
were the first Europeans to see Lake Tanganyika, which
Burton mistakenly believed to be to be the source of the
Nile. Burton fell ill and was unable to continue the expedi-
tion. Speke carried on, however, and came across and
christened Lake Victoria, correctly declaring it the Niles
source. Speke returned to England before Burton and
claimed much of the publicity for the expedition. Because
of this and the dispute over the Nile’s true source, Burton
and Speke ended their friendship.

In the following years Burton visited and wrote about
such disparate places as Utah, in the United States, and
Iceland. In 1861 Burton married Isabel Arundell and be-
came British consul to the Spanish island of Fernando Po.
He would go on to be consul to Santos, Brazil, in 1864, to
Damascus, Syria, in 1869, and finally to Trieste, Austria,
in 1872. He died in Trieste in 1890.

Burton’s literary efforts are as well known as his ex-
plorations. His English translations of the Indian erotica
The Kama Sutra of Vatsayana (1883) and the mythic mas-
terpiece The Arabian Nights (1885) became classics. His
wife, under mysterious circumstances, burned many of
his papers after his death.

See also: arasic (Vols. I, II); MmEcca (Vol. 1I); MED-
INA (Vol. III); NILE RIVER (Vol. I); somaLl (Vol. II); TAN-
GANYIKA, LAKE (Vols. I, IT); VICTORIA, LAKE (Vols. I, V).

Burundi Central African kingdom that regained inde-
pendence from COLONIAL RULE in 1961. A very small,
mountainous country of only 10,700 square miles
(27,700 sq km), modern Burundi is bordered by RWANDA,
TANZANIA, and the Democratic Republic of the congo.
Lake TANGANYIKA lies along the southwestern border.

For centuries Burundi was an independent kingdom
inhabited mostly by HUTU and TUTSI peoples. By the 1850s,
when the first European explorers reached the area, the
Tutsi had established themselves as an aristocratic ruling
class. European colonization began in 1884, when Ger-
man representatives of a forerunner of the German East
Africa Company (GEAC) arrived in the region and began
to sign treaties with local rulers granting Germany terri-
torial control.

Burundi during the Colonial Era: Ruanda-
Urundi In 1885 Burundi and the neighboring kingdom
of Rwanda came under GEAC management in an adminis-
trative division called RUANDA-URUNDL. By 1891, however,
the German imperial government had taken over its direct
administrative control, and within a decade the territory
was completely incorporated into GERMAN EAST AFRICA. In
1903 Burundis Mwami (King) Gisabo (c. 1845-1908)
signed the Treaty of Kiganda, which ceded the last rem-



nants of sovereignty to Germany. The Germans set up
their colonial administration at Usumbura, formerly a
small village located on Lake Tanganyika.

German administration ended during World War 1
(1914-18), and in 1919 Ruanda-Urundi became a MAN-
DATE of Belgium under the League of Nations. From the
beginning Belgian rule favored the Tutsi aristocracy over
the Hutu majority, and the Tutsi were given a great deal of
say in a governmental system of indirect rule that Belgium
continued until after World War 1T (1939-45). After the
war the United Nations began to advocate democratic rule
for Ruanda-Urundi, and in preparation for elections, two
political parties developed. The Union for National
Progress (Union Pour le Progres National, UPRONA),
spearheaded by the Tutsi prince, Louis Rwagasore (1932—
1961), sought to serve both Tutsi and Hutu interests. On
the other hand, the Christian Democratic Party (Parti
Democrate Chretien, PDC) was supported by the Belgian
government. In September 1961, UPRONA won the major-
ity of seats in elections for the National Assembly, thereby
making Prince Rwagasore the new prime minister. He was
not to lead his government for long, however, as members
of the PDC assassinated him the following month.

In 1962 the United Nations granted the division of
Ruanda-Urundi into the independent nations of Rwanda
and Burundi, with July 1 marking the official date of inde-
pendence. Burundi opted to become once again a sovereign
kingdom, with the long-reigning Mwami Mwambutsa (r.
1915-1966) assuming the office of head of state, a position
that exercised real power. It also proceeded to change the
name of the colonial capital from Usumbura to Bujumbura.
However, the violent start to independent government and
the Rwandan revolution (1959-1962) brought Hutu-Tutsi
antagonisms to a boil. Continuous ethnic rivalries dis-
rupted the country in the years that followed.

See also: BELGIUM AND AFRICA (Vol. IV); BUJUMBURA
(Vol. V); BURUNDI (Vols. 1, 11, 111, V); COLONIALISM, INFLU-
ENCE OF (Vol. IV); ETHNIC CONFLICT IN AFRICA (Vol. V);
ETHNIC GROUP (Vol. I); ETHNICITY AND IDENTITY (Vol. I).

Busaidi The ruling dynasty of zanziBar from 1840 to
1964. In 1741 the Busaidi dynasty founded by Said al-
Busaidi (d. 1806) displaced the existing rulers of the
southern Arabian kingdom of Oman. The center of their
attention soon moved to the SWAHILI COAST of East Africa,
where Omani Arab merchants had long been active.

In 1806 Sayyid Said (1791-1856) became sultan after
murdering his brother, Said al-Busaidi. Sayyid Said sought
to control the commerce of the coast first by consolidating
his control over Zanzibar and then by commandeering
more and more of the coast and offshore islands. In 1837
his dominance was complete when he defeated the Mazrui
rulers of MOMBAsA, the major port city on the coast of
KENYA.
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In 1840 Sayyid Said transferred the capital of his
state from Muscat, in Oman, to ZANZIBAR CITY. This move
put Said in a better position to exercise control over and
profit from the booming SLAVE TRADE and IVORY TRADE.

Upon Said’s death, in 1856, the kingdom was split
between two of his sons, and the Zanzibar sultanate and
the Omani sultanate became separate entities. Said’s sec-
ond son, ibn Said BARGHASH (c. 1833-1888), who ruled
from 1870 to 1888, actively tried to establish a Zanzibari
territorial empire in East Africa. Despite his efforts,
Busaidi rule never extended much beyond the coast.

In the late 1880s European imperial ambitions ended
the sultanate’s territorial claims on the mainland. GERMAN
EAST AFRICA took control of TANGANYIKA, and Kenya, to
the north, became a British colony. Then, in 1890, a
treaty between the German and the British colonies made
Zanzibar a British PROTECTORATE. Under the protectorate
the sultans remained the nominal rulers, but the real
power rested with the British.

When Zanzibar became independent, in December
1963, the sultan and his circle of influential Arabs thought
they would rule the country. However, a bloody revolt, in
January 1964, drove the sultan from power, ending the
Busaidi era of Zanzibar’s history. Later that year Zanzibar
joined Tanganyika to create TANZANIA.

See also: coLONIAL CONQUEST (Vol. IV); COLONIAL
RULE (Vol. IV); TRADE AND COMMERCE (Vol. IV).

Further reading: Abdul Sheriff, Slaves, Spices, and
Ivory in Zanzibar (Athens: Ohio University Press, 1987).

Busia, Kofi Abrefa (1913-1974) Scholar and political
leader from Ghana

Born into a royal family within the Ashanti confeder-
acy, in what was then the British GOLD COAST COLONY
(now GHANA), Busia received his early education in
church-run schools. He taught at ACHIMOTA COLLEGE, in
ACCRA, before earning a scholarship, in 1939, to Oxford
University, in England. Upon his return to the Gold Coast
in 1941, Busia became one of the first Africans to serve as
an officer in the colonial administration. Disappointed by
the experience, he returned to Oxford for his doctorate
degree in Social Anthropology. His doctoral thesis was
published in London in 1951 under the title The Position
of the Chief in the Modern Political System of Ashanti. In
1954 his academic pedigree allowed him to become the
first African professor at the University of Gold Coast.

In 1951 Busia was elected by the Ashanti to the Gold
Coast’s Legislative Council, and the following year he be-
came the head of the Ghana Congress Party (GCP), which
stood in opposition to Kwame NKRUMAH (1909-1972)
and his CONVENTION PEOPLE’S PARTY (CPP). The GCP rep-
resented the cocoa growers and the chiefs, while the CPP
had a more populist appeal. Nkrumah, whom the British
had jailed for his political activities, won a stunning vic-
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tory. The British then invited him to form the colony’s
government as prime minister. Nkrumah won two more
elections in 1954 and 1956. Busia was his party’s only suc-
cessful candidate in 1954. The GCP then joined the oppo-
sition National Liberation Movement (NLM) to try and
defeat Nkrumah in 1956, with Busia becoming the NLM
leader. Nkrumah’s electoral appeal was simply too great to
overcome, however.

Following Ghana gaining independence, in 1957,
Nkrumah became prime minister and then, when Ghana
became a republic in 1960, the president. Upon assuming
power as the head of a sovereign Ghana, Nkrumah imme-
diately acted to suppress his opposition. In 1958 he passed

a Preventive Detention Act and used it to imprison more
than a thousand of his opponents. One of the more
prominent detainees, J. B. DANQUAH (1895— 1965), even-
tually died in prison for lack of medical care. Fearing
such retribution himself, Busia went into exile, in 1959,
teaching at the University of Leiden, in the Netherlands,
and at Oxford. In 1966 Busia returned to Ghana after a
coup overthrew Nkrumah, setting the stage for his rise to
the office of prime minister.

See also: asHanTI (Vol. II); ASHANTI EMPIRE (Vols.
111, TV); BusIA, KOFI (Vol. V); ENGLAND AND AFRICA (Vols.
111, TV, V); NATIONALISM AND INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENTS
(Vol. IV).



Cabral, Amilcar (Amilcar Lopes Cabral)
(1924-1973) Writer and independence-movement leader in
Guinea-Bissau and the Cape Verde Islands

Cabral was born in Bafatd, in the mainland colony
GUINEA-BISSAU, to parents from the CAPE VERDE ISLANDS. At
the time Guinea-Bissau and the Cape Verde Islands, both
located on the West African coast, were colonies of Portu-
gal. Cabral received his early education in Cape Verde,
where he excelled as a student. During the 1940s a severe
drought hit the islands and this, exacerbated by harsh eco-
nomic conditions brought on by World War II (1939-45)
and Portuguese colonial policies, resulted in the death of
nearly one-third of Cape Verdes population. Cabral was
deeply affected by the disaster and Portugal’s role in it, and
he began to write poetry and short stories that demon-
strated an anticolonial sentiment.

In 1945 Cabral traveled to Lisbon, Portugal, to study
agricultural engineering. While there he helped found the
Center for African Studies, in Lisbon. In 1952 he returned
to Guinea-Bissau to work for the Department of Agriculture
and Forestry Services. There he worked to complete an
agricultural survey, traveling extensively in Guinea-Bissau
and gathering information from the peasant population.

In 1956 Cabral became one of the founding members
of the African Independence Party of Guinea and Cape
Verde (Partido Africano da Indepéndencia da Guiné e Cabo
Verde, PAIGC). One of West Africa’s more active nationalist
movements, the PAIGC aimed at liberating Guinea-Bissau
and Cape Verde from Portugal to establish the two as a uni-
fied, independent country. Faced with oppressive Por-
tuguese tactics similar to those employed in the colonies of
ANGOLA and MOZAMBIQUE, the PAIGC abandoned their
campaign of nonviolent protest. In its place they began to
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build a rebel military force in the neighboring Republic of
GUINEA, which had become independent in 1958.

In 1962 Cabral and the PAIGC began a prolonged
guerrilla war against the colonial government that even-
tually led to independence in 1974. Cabral, however, did
not live to see it, as he was assassinated by the
Portuguese secret police, in 1973.

See also: AFRICAN INDEPENDENCE PARTY OF GUINEA
AND CAPE VERDE (Vol. V); CAPE VERDE, REPUBLIC OF (Vol.
V); COLONIALISM, INFLUENCE OF (Vol. 1V); NATIONALISM
AND INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENTS (Vol. IV); PORTUGAL AND
AFRICA (Vols. 111, IV, V).

Further reading: Patrick Chabal, Amilcar Cabral:
Revolutionary Leadership and Peoples War (New York:
Cambridge University Press, 1983).

Cairo Capital of EGYPT and largest city in Africa. Located
along the Nile River, Cairo has long been the economic,
political, and cultural center of Egypt. From the time of the
Fatimid, Abbasid, and Ayyubid dynasties to the restoration
of native Egyptian rulership in the 1950s, Cairo has en-
dured as a symbol of Egypt’s greatness and its challenges.
Modernization of Cairo By 1850 Cairo showcased
many of the benefits of the reforms instituted by Muham-
mad Ali (1769-1849). While still resembling a medieval
town, Cairo had undergone subtle changes, with its inhabi-
tants becoming more educated and cosmopolitan than be-
fore. As a result Cairo developed an influential elite of
teachers, bureaucrats, and engineers, all with an appetite
for European comforts. The city’s infrastructure at that time
included the telegraph, and by 1854 railroad networks and
regular train service to the Mediterranean coast was estab-
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lished. Also, by this time Cairo’s population had increased,
requiring an expansion of the physical city limits. Khedive
ISMAIL (1830-1895), Egypt’s ruler from 1863 to 1879—
and grandson of Muhammad Ali—expanded the city from
the Ezbekiyya Lake to the banks of the Nile, which more
than doubled its area. Under Ismail the city’s population
grew from about 300,000 to 375,000.

After a trip to the Paris Exposition (1867), Ismail
began guiding the transformation of Cairo into a city that
would rival European capitals. He entrusted the modern-
ization project to Ali Pasha Mubarak (1823-1893), an
engineer known as Egypt’s pioneer in EDUCATION.

Khedive Ismail planned to finance Cairo’s modern-
ization with the profits from the cortoN boom oc-
casioned by the Civil War in the United States
(1861-65). Unfortunately, this boom proved to be
temporary, and the khedive’s massive spending pro-
grams ultimately led to Egypt’s financial collapse.

Between 1864 and 1865 the capital became a
metropolis, with a Ministry of Public Works to coordi-
nate urban planners and public utilities. Concessions
were given to foreign companies to provide utilities to the
area. One of the notable concessions granted to European
companies was the one to the French Lebon Company,
which supplied Cairo and some of its suburbs with gas
for gas lighting. In 1865 Cordier, another French com-
pany, was given the concession to supply Cairo with mu-
nicipal water. In anticipation of the opening of the suez
CANAL in 1869, a European-style quarter was built onto
the western edge of the old city to impress visiting Euro-
pean dignitaries.

As a result of all this activity and the emphasis on a
new, Europeanized environment, Cairo actually devel-
oped as two cities: a European-style city and an old, Mus-
lim city. The transformation continued in 1868, when the
municipal government was reorganized and Cairo was di-
vided into new administrative units. Old suburbs were
united and new suburbs were developed, all paving the
way for northward expansion of the city.

The Department of Urban Planning began mapping
the city and started to plan huge road construction pro-
jects. These included straightening and widening existing
streets, connecting streets to open squares with round-
abouts, and creating new streets that would extend into
the desert. With all this development, Cairo began to at-
tract large numbers of foreigners, some as tourists and
others who took up residence and engaged in business
and trade. The foreign population reached a total of 19,000
by 1882.

British Occupation In the late 19th century hostil-
ities erupted between Britain and Egypt over the repay-
ment of Egypts foreign loans, many of which were made
by British interests. The British occupation of Egypt in
1882 brought new challenges to Cairo. The British under-
secretary of state, Sir Scott Moncrieff (1836-1916), man-
aged the affairs of the city, and the Ministry of Public
Works continued to grant concessions to foreign pro-
viders of public utilities, a practice that continued until
1937. During this period one of the major challenges
facing the city was the growth of its population, which
increased between 1882 and 1937 by 250 percent. Ur-
ban planners focused on land reclamation for the pur-
pose of adding more capacity to the city for building
construction.

Another achievement of this period was the develop-
ment of a new suburb, Heliopolis, by the Heliopolis Oasis
Company. Founded in 1906 by Belgium’s Baron Edouard
Empain (1852-1929) and Boghos Nubar Pasha (1825-
1899), an Armenian national living in Egypt, the com-
pany constructed villas, apartment buildings, and hotels
in a new suburb north of the city. Built on an old town
but designed for Europeans, the community became the
prototype of a satellite city in the desert.

Between 1894 and 1917 the same Baron Empain
who built Heliopolis also gained the concession to pro-
vide Cairo with a tramway system. This network overlaid
Ismail’s planned city, but with the exception of Muham-
med Ali Boulevard, the old city remained outside the
network.

In 1902, after the British built the first ASWAN DAM,
both banks of the Nile and those of the islands of Jazira
and Rawdah had been stabilized, creating more land for
construction. Large suburbs subsequently were laid out
along the Nile, as were additional Western-style hotels.
Bridge construction, which went on between 1902 and
1907, allowed Cairo to expand further westward; the ar-
rival of automobiles, in 1903, accelerated the transforma-
tion of the city’s street system. In 1915 British sanitary
engineer James Carkett inaugurated the first sewer sys-
tem, which serviced Cairo until the population density of
the 1960s overburdened it.

Cairenes, as Cairo’s residents are known, enjoyed im-
proved public utilities, but there was a noticeable discrep-
ancy in services provided for European Cairo and the
homes of the indigenous people. As a result modern busi-
ness activities moved to the north and west, where two
landmarks became symbols of British occupation—the
British army barracks and the British Residence.

In spite of its divided and colonial nature, by the
1930s Cairo had emerged as a modern capital and a cen-
ter of learning and cultural activity In 1922 Howard
Carter (1874-1939) rekindled interest in Egypt by locat-
ing the tomb of Pharaoh Tutankhamun (r. 1361-1352
BCE), the artifacts of which are now displayed in the Cairo



Museum. In the area of popular culture, Cairo even devel-
oped a CINEMA industry, producing its first film with sound
in 1932.

Growing Crises In spite of its geographical spread,
and notwithstanding its cultural achievements, the main
problem of the city remained population. The popula-
tion of Cairo had doubled from 1882 to 1914, doubled
again by 1942, and more than doubled again by 1966.
This population explosion occurred through both natu-
ral increase and the migration of people from rural to
urban areas.

The population problem, however, was not the only
one facing Cairo in the years following World War II
(1939-45). Tensions between Egyptians and the British
colonial administration worsened considerably in the
postwar era. These boiled over several times into the
large-scale demonstrations and riots that marked the
early 1950s. This culminated in the events that came to
be known as Black Saturday (January 26, 1952), when
mobs set the city ablaze and ravaged businesses that were
owned or frequented by foreigners.

Soon afterward, when a coup d’état led to the ouster of
King FARUK (1920-1965) and the installation of a military
regime, Gamal Abdel NASSER (1918-1970) became the first
native-born Egyptian to rule Egypt and Cairo since the age
of the pharaohs. Unfortunately these events—coupled with
the drawn-out battles between Egypt and the recently in-
stalled nation of Israel, to the east—did little to help the
people of Cairo, who continued to suffer from unemploy-
ment, lack of housing, and a dearth of modern facilities
for those living outside the Europeanized quarter. These
problems, which continued to plague the city throughout
the rest of the 1950s, emerged as crises in the 1960s.

See also: caro (Vols. 1, 11, 111, V); COLONIAL RULE
(Vol. IV); CONCESSIONAIRE COMPANIES (Vol. IV); ENGLAND
AND AFRICA (Vol. IV); OTTOMAN EMPIRE AND AFRICA (Vol.
1V); URBANIZATION (Vols. 1V, V); URBAN LIFE AND CULTURE
(Vols. 1V, V).

Further reading: André Raymond, Cairo (Cam-
bridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 2000); Max Ro-
denbeck, Cairo: The City Victorious (New York: Vintage
Departures, 1998).

Camara Laye (1928-1980) Guinean author

A speaker of the Maninka LANGUAGE, Camara Laye
was born in Kouroussa, Upper Guinea, which is part of
the present-day country of GUINEA. He was born into a
respected Muslim family, and he studied in a Quranic
school before attending Kouroussa’s pu