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ADDRESS.

Mewmsers or THE VircINIA STATE AGRICULTURAL SoCIETY:

Upon this occasion of the first annual meeting of your body
since its organization, and also in conformity with time-honored
usage, it is probably expected that something will be said by your
presiding officer, laudatory of the past labors, or in hopeful antici-
pation, thence deduced, of the future prospects of the Society. It
is not in my power to apply any such “flattering unction.” The
efforts of the Executive Committee, and the few other members
who have labored to promote the objects of the Society, have not
been seconded by much the greater number of actual members,
well qualified to render good service; still less have they had the
aid or sympathy of the great agricultural community; and our
objects and efforts hav® had neither aid nor countenance, nor even
notice of the Legislature of Virginia. In the past session of five
months’ length, the Legislature did not find time to give the slightest
consideration to, still less to act upon, the petitions of this Society,
for aid to agricultural instruction and improvement. Even the
taxes levied upon agriculture, through the pretended and delusive
fegal inspections of manures, for relief from which the assemblage
of farmers which formed this Society unanimously petitioned, not
only still remain in force, but our petition for their repeal has not
received the slightest consideration. i

We may, and' ought to continue to urge the affording of that
governmental aid which is justly due to agricultural instruction
and improvement. But is not to be disguised that there is but
little ground for hope of obtaining such aid from the Legislature
of this almost exclusively agricultural commonwealth, which has
never yet granted as many single dollars to promote this incom-
parably the greateg{ of all public interests, as it has squandered
thousdnds, perhaps millions, for private interests and visionary
schemes, and even jobs for selfish and predatory individual inte-
rests, under the specious but deceptious guise and name of public



4

improvements and promotion of public interests. The former
abortion of a Board of Agriculture, and the recently still-born
enactment of an Agricultural Commissioner and Chemist, (enacted,
but remaining suspended,) do not deserve to be named as excep-
tions to the general rule of total neglect of all agricultural im-
provement and interests.

Perhaps it may bg considered as at least impolitic for me, in
this place, to express these plain truths. The utterer only and
individually is responsible for them, and they cannot be charged
to the Society. But in any case, ne harm can result from thus
stating the truth. Whether, like the idol-worshipper of the ancient
fable, we continue to pray to a deaf and wooden deity, or abuse
and maltreat it, in either case we will obtain nothing for our object.

Still, if we, the members of this Society, perform faithfully the
duties we have undertaken, there is no reason for despairing of
our cause. Few and weak as we are, in comparison to the num-
bers which the great agricultural community of Virginia ought
to supply, and even if still continuing without aid or countenance
of the government, we alone can render important services to
agricultural improvement and progress. All that is necessary for
this great and beneficial result, is that each member shall contri-
bute his individual useful knowledge to the general stock. Let
but this be done, and we shall do well—even though unaided by
the far greater number of our as intelligent and capable brother
farmers, and still utterly neglected, in common with all other agri-
cultural claims and interests, by the Legislature of our country.
I earnestly invite and urge each one of you all to determine so to
act. As an individual member, and in the private capacity in
which only will henceforth be my service, I pledge myself to
strive thus to labor to promote the great and noble object of our
Association, so long as my fast-failing powers, of both body and
mind, may permit, and enough fellow-laborers shall continue to
aid and further the good work.

Without farther reference to this Society, or its members, I will
proceed to more general considerations. The subject upon which
I propose now to offer my opinions and remarks, though not
strictly agricultural, is of the highest degree of interest and im-
portance to the whole agricultural community of this and the
other southern states of the confederacy. This is, the influence
of the institution of domestic or individual slavery on manners,
intellect and morals, and on the welfare of both masters and
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slaves; and in these'respects compared to the influence of the
slavery of class to class, which, in one or other form, either now
prevails, or soon will occur, in every civilized country where do-
mestic slavery is not found.

The institution of domestic slavery, its effects, influences and
probable consequences, constitute the great and all-absorbing sub-
ject of discussion at the present time—of defensive and too often
apologetic argument in the southern states, and of aggressive and
fierce denunciation throughout the northern states of this confe-
deracy. The subject is as broad and varied as it is important.
To be fully discussed it would require consideration in sundry
aspects, but of which each one may be treated separately and
distinetly. The expediency and rightfulness of slavery may be
considered either as a question of religion and morals—of public
policy and political influence—or of domestic economy and in-
fluence upon private interests and on the habits and manners of
society. The former and chief branches of the general question
have been already discussed by able writers, to whose arguments
I could add no light, even if this occasion permitted so wide a
range of discussion. But the latter-named branch has had less
attention, or defence, on our part; and as its consideration is inti-
mately connected with agriculture and agricultural interests, in
this connexion mainly, and as suitable to this occasion, I will now
offer some remarks vpon the  influence of the existing institution
of African slavery, on the social qualities, manners and welfare of
the agricultural class in these southern states.

This one and limited relation of slavery to agricultural interests,
requires a still further division, into 1st: The question of the com-
parative pecuniary profit of slave labor, or of its absence and its
substitutes; and 2d: The question of social and moral advantages
and disadvantages. The first of these subdivisions, important as
it is to our interests, and certain ang easy as would be the demon-
stration of the result, cannot be here discussed. The superior
pecuniary profit of slave labor is a subject of statistics, of calcu-
lation and detail, which would be inadmissible at this time and
place. But it is not required to reach the proof through such a
course of argument. I may assume as grantgd and unquestion-
able, the fact almost universally admitted in the southern states,
that slave labor is in our circumstances, more profitable to the
employers, and to agricultural interests, than could be any possible
substituted labor. Dismissing, then, this important subdivision of
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the subject as settled, I -will direct my observations to private in-
terests other than pecuniary, as affected by the influence of the
institution of slavery.

It has been a fertile subject of declamation and denunciation
among the opposers of slavery, that the existence of domestic
slavery operated to corrupt manners and morals. Every wide-
spread and pervading institution, however beneficial in general
effect, must also have some adverse effect or influence in minor
points, or exceptional cases. This is true in regard to slavery, as
itisin regard to every great institution of public economy, govern-
ment, morals or even religion. He is a poor reasoner who judges
not by general rules, but by the exceptions. And that is the mode
of argument generally adopted to oppose and denounce the insti-
tution of slavery. The so-called facts or premises, if not either
entirely false and impossible, as is generally the case, are but rare
exceptions to general rules.

The great economical objections to slave-labor are these: The
compulsion of authority, and the fear of punishment, to the slave,
are less potent than the pressure of want, and desire of gain, sti-
mulating free laborers. Hence slaves labor less assiduously than
necessitous free laborers. Next, with all this loss of effort, still
the labor of slaves is so profitable that their owners are tempted
by their prosperity and the ease of obtaining a living, to be them-
selves indolent and wasteful. These are effects which everywhere
follow similar causes. Their existence is certainly a great de-
traction from what might otherwise be the profits of southern
agncultural industry and capital. But when this detraction is
urged (as is continually done) by the opposers of slavery to prove
the evils of the system, they are in fact -but asserting the truths
that the labors of the southern slaves, in general, are lighter, and
yet the profits of their owners greater, than in regard .to the cor-
responding classes of laborers and capitalists in Europe or the
northern states. Northern farmers who are now thriving by
greater economy of labor and products, would become bankrupt
if subjected to the waste of both, which is general throughout the
southern states. These evils are the effects certainly of slavery—
but effects which axe the strongest evidence of the greater benefits
of the system, and of the falsehood of the charges against it, as
a question of profit for the proprietors, or of oppression and suf-
fering of the slaves.

Much is certainly wanting among the agricultural class of the
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southern states, in education and mental culture; and great have
been and still remain the obstacles to the higher attainment of
these benefits. This also is one of the attendant minor evils of
the institution of slavery, caused by the necessary dispersed resi-
dences of the superior class of population. Still, in no other class
of cultivators of the soil, whether in this young and great con-
federacy, or in old Europe, can there be found, in proportion to
numbers, so much of mental improvement, enlargement of views,
and general information, as in the southern and slave-holding
states. In no other agricultural class, throughout the world, are
better nurtured or so well preserved the purity of all the domestic
and family virtues of daughters, wives and mothers. To the most
intelligent and fair judging of foreign travellers and visitors to our
southern country, who have had opportunities to observe domestic
manners and country society—whether such visitors were natives
of Europe or of our northern and slavery-hating states, nothing has
seemed more marked and peculiar than facts observed, which
were but illustrations of the propositions I have asserted, and ne-
cessary results of our peculiar social position. Yet it has not
occurred to these intelligent strangers, who have admired and
eulogised the domestic manners and refinement of the southern
country population, that the main cause, the essential foundation
of the permanence of the peculiar merits which they witnessed
with surprise and admiration, are due to the institution of African
slavery. It is this institution, which, by confining the drudgery
and bruta/lizing effects of continued toil to the inferior race, (and
of which the subjection, notwithstanding, has served greatly for
its benefit and improvement,) gives to the superior race leisure
and other means to improve mind, taste and manners. In countries
where domestic slavery does not exist, (or some equivalent condi-
tion of society, such as I will advert to,) and where the owners of
the soil and all members of their families are necessarily laborers
in the lowest departments or most degrading menial services, there
may be much industry, greater economy and frugality, and possi-
bly, (under the peculiarly favorable, though transient circumstances
of a newly settled territory and cheap and fertile lands,) there
may be even much general accumulation of profit and of wealth.
Baut, nevertheless, such a population, of necessity, must be, or in a
few generations will become, rude in manbers, and greatly defi-
cient in refinement of feeling and cultivation of mental and social
qualities. No one appregjates more highly than myself the ad- '
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vantages to a nation of producing and accumulating wealth by
the individual members of the great community, and especially,
as the greatest public gain, the increase of agricultural production
and riches. To advocate and urge the forwarding of the latter
results is the especial object of my present service and employ-
ment, as it has been one of the most important objects of all my
public efforts and labors. Still, God forbid that we should deem
the accumulation of wealth—even if from its most beneficial and
best possible source, the fertilization and culture of the soil—as
compensation for the loss or deterioration of the mental and moral
qualities of southern men, and more especially of southern women!
And if brought to the hard necessity of choosing between the
two conditions, with their oppos1te dlsadvantages, I would not
hesitate a moment to prefer the entire existing social, domestic and
industrial conditions of these slave-holding states; with all the now
existing evils of indolence and waste, and generally exhausting
tillage and declining fertility, to the entire conditions of any other
country on the face of the globe. Our country population would
lose largely in grade by exchanging conditions with the industrious,
economical and thrifty Flemish farmers—Ilong and deservedly
celebrated for the excellence of their agriculture, and who yet,
beyond the routine of their regular work, are almost as uninformed
as their most ignorant hired laborers. Far worse would be a
change to the condition of the proprietary class of France, among
whom land generally is so minutely subdivided, that its possession
is usually accompanied by all the toils and privations of day-
laborers to the farmer and his family, and of course by the igno-
rance, coarseness of manners, and moral degradation, which are
the necessary consequences of such unceasing toil, exposure and
privations. In Britain, it is true, that with much of gross ignorance
and rudeness of manners among the lower class of farmers, and
with all the agricultural laborers, there are, in the higher classes,
both of proprietors and tenants of lands, many persons of high
intellectual attainments. But this exception to the general rule is
owing to the almost universal mode of tenure of the landed pro-
perty in that country, and the usual separation of its possession,
as capital, by men of wealth and leisure, and the conducting of
the cultivation by tenants upon rent. Even many tenants are men
of wealth, who find it more profitable, as tenants, to conduct very
large agricultural gperations and capital, than the being proprietors
of small farms, and upon a necessarily very limited scale of opera-



tions. These causes are there further aided in operation by the

high price of land, which keeps it in the possession of the wealthy
and educated, and also the great plenty and cheapness, and degra-
dation, of agricultural labor—much cheaper in that thickly popu-
lated country than our slave-labor. Of these several conditions
of British agriculture, serving to improve and refine the higher
agricultural classes, and only the higher classes, not one exists in
this country, or possibly can occur-for centuries to come.

In the northern and north-western states of the confederacy,
there are also to be found, (as yet, though they must certainly and

soon disappear,) many proprietors and cultivators of land who .

are men of education and intelligence, and whose wives and
daughters have a high degree of refinement of manners. But in
nearly every such case, it will be found that this intelligence and
refinement were derived from some previous and different training
and position; and that these qualities have been so far retained in
agricultural life by the large agricultaral profits and accumulations
of wealth available in a newly settled country. But even now,

“the general condition of the agricultural class in these non-slave-

holding states is much lowered, and tending to what must be here-
after a state of general and deep degradation, in intellectual and
social qualities. And with them, the degradation will not stop
when as low as that of the tenantry of England, or of the boors
who reap rich harvests from the fat soil of Belgium. The com-
parative poverty of soil in the older northern states, and ‘the gen-
eral and repeated divisions of property therein, by inheritance,
indicate a future condition of the proprietors more like to that of
the wretched and ignorant proprietary class of France.

Even now, it is comparatively a rare case in the northern states
to find, what is so common in the southern, a highly intelligent
man, with a well educated and refined family, all natives of and
still residing in the country, and belonging strictly to the agricul-
tural class. Suach persons have little inducement to remain in
(and still less to commence) country life and agricultural employ-
ments in the northern states. And should any such, perchance,
be so situated, they must either abandon their pursuits and their
locality, or be content that their children shall sink to the general
level of the surrounding residents, in coarse manners and unculti-
vated intellect. A sufficient proof of the working of this law of
circumstances is presented continually to the world in the contrast

of the representation in Congress from the country districts of the
2

N
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morthern and southern states respectively. The most distinguished
men, and especially statesmen, of the south, have (at least) as
often been nalives and continued residents of the country as of
towns—and in talent and in numbers they have far exceeded all
from the north in our public councils. In the northern states there
are indeed many men of the highest talents, education and learn-
ing—and, it may be, in the latter respects exceeding any in the
south, because of the greater advantages offered by great cities
for literary and scientific pursuits. But thege great men are either
prodoced in or gathered to the great cities only. They are men
who have acquired their just renown either as lawyers, physicians,
divines, or professors in scientific and literary institutions. All of
great intellectual power that now exists in the great states of
Massachusetts, New York, and Pennsylvania, is to be found in
their populous cities only—and almost exclusively in their respec-

V tive greatcapitals. Some truly great men may be (and sometimes
are) furnished from these cities to aid the public councils. But
never does one such come from all the twenty-fold greater country
and village constituencies—which even when disposed thus to honor
the highest talent (which is not often the case, either in town or
‘country—north or south)—could not possibly find among themselves
any high talent to honor. The difference between the intellectual
conditions of the northern and southern agricultural population, is
the cause of the usual long existing and well known commanding
influence in the federal government of the southern states, through
.their representatives, in whatever measures of national policy are
directed by wisdom, or intellect, or for the benefit of general
interests. But we are now much the weakest in votes, and in
-whatever of public policy is connected with sectional interests, or
still baser private self-interest—superior intellect has no influence,
‘and we are governed by the brute force and cupidity of superior -
-numbers.

The peculiar defects of northern agricultural labor in its influ-
ence on social and domestic relations, do not (as yet) forbid great
.pecuniary success in agricultural pursuits. Indeed, when no far-
reaching intellectual power is required to devise or direct a system
of culture or improvement, or while enough of such direction,
.derived from former influences, yet remains in operation, the re-
‘turns of agricultural capital are even increased by the existing
:eondition.of things in the northern states.

A farmer or planter of the south, not rich, but in independent
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and comfortable circumstances, gives a portion of his time to
social and mental occupation. Perhaps his whole object in seeking
such relaxation is present enjoyment. But the final result is not
the less improvement of mind and manners. His sons and daugh»
ters grow up under these advantages and influences of social
communication. And, if in the end, because of such indulgences
of a family, even though moderately and properly enjoyed, therg
may be less money accumulated, there will be acquired other
values much more than compensating the difference of pecuniary
gains. Elwood Fisher, (in his excellent lecture on “The North
and the South,”) has observed most truly that the ordinary gocial
intercourse of the people of the south serves admirably as a school
of instruction. Quoting by memory only from this profound
thinker and able advocate of southern institutions and rights, I am
not sure whether I am indebted directly to his expressions, or in-
directly, (by deduction from them) for the opinion which will here
be added—that this social school, in its operation for improving
“manners and morals, for enlarging observation and thought, and
for affording general and useful information, is far better than the
much lauded common-school education of the New England
states. Spelling, reading and common arithmetic are indeed ner
eessary and excellent first steps in the pursuit of useful: instruction
and knowledge. But he who goes no farther in the pursuit, mlght
as well have not moved at all.

A farmer of New York or Pennsylvania, in like moderate, but
independent circumstances as to amounat of property to those. just
supposed for the southerner, would be compelled to be one of his
own continual laborers. His wife would be the most unceasing
drudge on the farm. His sons, and not less his daughters, would
be brought up to continued labor in the lowest and most repulsive
employments, and without any improving, social intercourse, be-
cause its cost could not be afforded. Under such circumstances,
aided by %he usual accompaniments of industry, frugality, and
-parsimonious expenditure, wealth may and probably will be in-
creased. But the possessors will seek and find nearly all their
‘objects and pleasures in such accumulation, and they, or the next
generation, will descend as much in refinement and intellect, as
the stock of wealth may be increased. Such g proprietor, in
mere money valuation, is just so much the richer as the value.of
the wages of himself, his wife, and his children, as day-laborers
on the farm, or in the house.. A life of continued, moderate and
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regular labor, is not a life of pain. When encouraged by the
prospect, and rewarded by the fruition of gain, it becomes a life
of pleasure. Thus the accumulation of wealth, by an industrious
northern farmer, does not usually induce any intermission of his
early labors, or change the habits, labors, or training of his chil-
dren. When he may have acquired $30,000 worth of property,
he continues to labor as steadily, and to live nearly as rudely as
when under the pressure of his early poverty. His son still drives
his father’s wagon or his hogs to market—in no way distinguished
in appearance or habits from the other hired laborers. His wife
is still the most laborious domestic drudge. His daughters have
no improving society, and their daily and continuous employments
are those of menial servants—whose services it would be too
costly to hire.

This is the general condition to which agricultural society and
manners must tend, are tending, and have already reached, to
great extent, in the older non-slaveholding states. This is the
condition from which we are saved, and immeasurably exalted,
by the subjection and slavery of an inferior race. The superior
race here is free. In the so-called free countries, the far greater
number of the superior race is, in effect, enslaved, and thereby
degraded to a condition suitable only for a race made inferior by
nature. There exists slavery, or the subjection of man to man,
in every country under the sun, except, perhaps, the most barba-
rous and ignorant. In these southern states we have the slavery
of individual to individual, and of a naturally inferior to a naturally
superior race; which, of all, is the condition best for both masters
and slaves. In the so-called free countries, in addition to the
sometimes most oppressive rule of a despotic and grinding govern-
ment—or it may be under free constitutional government, there is -
the slavery of class to class—of the starving laborers to the paying
employers. Hunger and cold are the most exacting of all task-
masters. The victims of hunger and cold are alwfys, and of
necessity, slaves to their wants, and through them, to those who
only can supply their wants. The great argument urged by
English and northern advocates for the abolition of our system of
slavery, (while totally regardless of their own) is that hired labor
is cheaper than slave-labor. And this is unquestionably true, as
to both Old England and New England, and all other countries
where the formerly existing domestic slavery has been abolished,
because (and only because,) it had ceased to be the most profitable
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to the slaveholders. Whenever continued severe suffering from
hunger and cold, and the number of the sufferers, compel the des-
titute class to compete eagerly with each other in lowering the
wages of their labor to obtain bread, then the payment for such
labor of so-called free men necessarily becomes cheaper than
would be the support of a domestic slave. Of course, if domestic
slavery then remained in that country, the owners of slaves would
hasten to get rid of them, and to employ instead the cheaper
laborers furnished and tasked and driven by hunger and cold.
Thus, and for these reasons, acted our English ancestors, when
manumitting their white slaves. Thus, and still better for their
own interest, did our northern brethren. For when convinced
that domestic slavery was too costly in their wintry region, they
first sold their negro slaves to the south, and while thereafter
avoiding their costly use, they continued, as long as permitted by
law, to steal new supplies from Africa to sell to the southern states.
If the former southern demand for Africans still existed, and the
African slave trade was open by law—or if it were safe and pro-
fitable to violate the new prohibitory law—enough of our northern
brethren would be now as ready as ever to supply the demand.
And if their access to the coast of Africa was prevented, they
would be as willing (if safe and profitable,) to supply all the south
with slaves, by kidnapping the subjects of their now desired ally,
the negro emperor of Hayti. |

Nearly all of the many vessels which have been engaged in the
African slave trade, in violation of the prohibitory laws of the
United ‘States, were fitted out for that purpose from northern ports
and by northern capital, and were manned by northern crews.
This trade, since being prohibited and made piracy by our laws,
has been carried on to supply slaves to Cuba and Brazil, with
incomparably ‘more inhumanity and cruelty, than attended the
formerly legalized and regulated traffic. From time to time, we
have seen announced the detection of sundry vessels, or persons
engaged in this now atrocious business of torture and murder in
" the sea-voyage; and legal proceedings have often been commenced
against the supposed offenders in the northern cities to which they
respectively belonged. But in not one such case have I ever
heard of the conviction followed by due punishment of any of
these worst of criminals. And when such detections of these acts
of legal piracy are announced in northern newspapers, it is usually
done in as few words as would serve for any other commercial



14

occurrence, of innocent or legal character. Yet, besides the ille-
gality of the trade, any one such voyage, made by the order and
funds of merchants of a northern city, would furnish more true
facts of suffering, crime and horror, than could possibly occur
among all the slaves in the southern states in the same length of
time. No furious popular and philanthropic indignation has been
aroused against these detected pirates—neither the crews and
their commanders, nor the rich capitalists, who were the owners
and real traders, torturers and murderers. The great gain of the
trade seems to serve as a veil and excuse for its deep iniquity.
D’'Wolf, who was alleged and believed to have been one of the
great slave-trading capitalists of Rhode Island, (while the trade
was yet legal,) was not therefore the less a leading man of that
state, as is evident from his having been subsequently elected by
its Legislature to the Senate of the United States. If any such
African slave trader had lived in the southern states, all his wealth -
would not have lifted him to a respectable position; and he could
not have obtained the lowest office, from either people or govern-
ment, as readily as did his compeer of Rhode Island attain the
highest official station, and 1 suppose the highest estimation, in
slavery-hating and puritanical New England.

There are still other kinds of slavery besides those produced
by force, and by want and suffering. General ignorance leads to
the corruption of a people, and of subjection of mind to mind.
And this kind of slavery, as it is in effect, tending to the ‘most
awful political and national evils, is already growing rapidly in
the so-called free northern states. It is in their circumstances—of
the land cultivated and owned by an unenlightened and still dete-
riorating country population—of large cities, in which, with a few
men of highest intellectual powers, or popular influence, there is
collected an enormously predominating number of ignorant, needy,
and unprincipled men—when a very large proportion of the popu-
lation of these cities is composed of newly arrived foreigners, often
vicious and turbulent, and necessarily unacquainted with the -prin-
ciples of free government, and unused to freedom in any form—I
say, it is certain, in such circumstances as these, that the body of
the people will be directed, governed, and in effect enslaved by a
few master-minds—and these minds generally acting solely for the
promotion of base self-interest and personal aggrandizement. No
safe-guards in written constitutions can preserve such a people
from being made the tools and slaves of able political knaves and
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unscrupulous demagogues. With such population of both towns
and country—with such influences at work, and their tendencies—
with such unprincipled leaders and managers, and such followers—
in the great state of New York, political liberty, in effect, is already
at an end; and individual property, and even life, are unsafe. If
the doors of every dwelling house in the southern country were
left nightly without locks, or bolts, and if every slave on each
farm bad full command of deadly weapons, (and both such cir-
cumstances, in effect, are real in innumerable and continuing cases,)
our property and our lives would be much safer from any attempts
thereon by our slaves, than soon will be the property and lives of
the wealthier people of New York from their fellow-citizens, not-
withstanding all the protection afforded by the constitution and laws
of their nominal free government. Indeed, the beginning of this
terrible consummation is already clearly indicated in the successful
progress of the anti-rent-paying combination and movement of
the state of New York. For many years, numerous occupiers of
rented lands have openly and avowedly leagued to withhold the
payment of the rents due to the proprietors, and yet hold to the
land. The laws have been trampled upon by this felonious league,
and the decrees of ‘courts frustrated or silenced. The agents of
the proprietors and creditors have been outrageously maltreated,
(as would have been the principals, had they dared to appear,)
and the officers of justice, when attempting to enforce legal pro-
cesses, have been resisted by arms, and in some cases have been
murdered by these defiers of the laws. Growing more powerful
and bold with time and success, these anti-renters have assumed
a political position and organization, and thus exercise great influ-
ence in state elections. And as a crowning act of triumph, they
were enabled to secure the election of a candidate for the chief
magistracy, upon the understood engagement of that candidate
. that he would prostitute his pardoning power as governor, to dis-
charge from the state’s prison some of the most desperate felons
of the anti-rent party, who by rare chance had been convicted
and sentenced to punishment in that confinement. Whether this
corrupt and most vile pledge had been expressly given or not, it
was charged as being understood, and was acted upon by the anti-
renters—and was faithfully redeemed by the governor so elected,
by his speedy pardon of the desperate criminals, for whom his aid
had been thus sought to be purchased.
In these so-called free northern states, there are two powerful



and counteracting influences at work, each tending to establish a
very different kind of class slavery. The ultimate fate of these
states will depend upon which of these two adverse influences
will move the faster towards its own peculiar evil and’ calami-
tous conclusion. Either the laboring population will be enslaved,
through want and suffering, to the employers and capitalists, (as
is already complete in Britain and other old countries where indi-
vidual slavery has ceased—) or otherwise, if popular licentious-
ness, or demagogue rule, is too strong in opposition to capital, then
. the spirit of agrarianism, communism and anti-rentism—all tending
to anarchy and the destruction of the rights of property—will
govern. Then may be looked for such regard to property, liberty
and life, as was seen in the like calamitous time of the Reign of
Terror and of Robespierre. This latter end will be more likely
than the former to mark the last scenes of the tragic farce of
free government in the ‘state of New York especially, and of the
northern states generally. 1If they are to be saved from this
threatening consummation. It will be by the protection of the
federal union—and that only permitted and exerted by the opera-
tion of the conservative influence of domestic slavery on the
government and policy of the southern states and through them
on the whole confederacy. That conservative influence, serving
as “the balance wheel of the government,” (so-called by a great
statesman) has already had much beneficial influence. Should
that remote and unseen, but not the less real conservative influence
be lost to the northern states, by either the abolition of slavery, or
by their separation from the southern states, then the downward
career of the northern states will become more and more rapid
into one or the other of these abysses of class slavery which have
been named. Should the anarchists and the mob, under their
master demagogues, obtain the victory over capital, how that vic-
tory will be used has been already indicated in the acts of anti-
rentism in the state of New York, the murderous riots of the
cities of New York and Philadelphia, and the burning of religious
edifices, inhabited only by. defenceless women, by the people of
the “law-abiding” and pharisaical city of Boston—and all followed
by either the partial or complete impunity of all these flagrant
violations of law, justice and humanity.

One of the great benefits of the institution of African slavery
to the southern states is its effect in keeping away from our terri-
tory, and directing to the north and north-west, the hordes of im-
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migrants now flowing from Europe, and which accession of popu-
lation has already so much demoralized not only the states receiving
the largest supplies of such population, but the federal government
itself. Every political aspirant, aiming for the highest offices,\"
deems it to his interest to conciliate and attempt to bribe to his
support, this new and enormous element of political power. Hence
we see unprincipled, but not the less influential and dangerous as-
pirants for presidential honors, competing with each other, as to
who shall offer the highest bids for this support, in bestowing the
public lands gratuitously on immigrants.from all the world. It
wilt not be long before this foreign power, so fostered and increased,
will be so strong, that the grants, conditions, or acquiescence of
the government, will be altogether superfluous and worthless.

Far is it from my intention to stigmatize any of our population
upon the ground of foreign birth. We should value men for their
known merits, and not for their places of nativity. We ought to
feel even the more indebted to a good citizen, or a public bene-
factor, if a foreigner, who had sought our land and government
from preference, than if the mere accident of native birth had
placed him in our country. Hence we are the more indebted for
the services and talents and the patriotism of Montgomery, Charles
Lee, Hamilton, Lafayette, Kosciusko, Pulaski, Gallatin and Soul?,
as foreiguers, than if they had been among us by birth, instead of
by preference. To hundreds of thousands of immigrants from
Europe our country has been greatly indebted for their useful
private or public lives. But I speak of classes, and not of indi-

. viduals—of the general rule, and not of its exceptions. Taken A
altogether, the recent and present immigration from Europe is
lower in intelligence than the lowest class of native citizens, and
immeasurably inferior in knowledge and appreciation of the prin-

* ciples of free government. An infusion of such new population,

amouating to a small minority only, could do no political harm.

But the danger of prospective evil is enormous, when this new

population can control entire states, and, if not able to elect a pre-
sident, is so powerful as to be offered bribes for that purpose by
every ambitious and unprincipled seeker of the office, who can so

influence the legislation of the Congress of the United States. i

The pretended philanthropists of the northern states are well
aware of the effects which the success of their efforts for the abo-
lition of southern slavery would produce. The Wilberforces and

Clarksons and Benezets of former times doubtless were deceived,
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and believed all they professed as to the expected beneficial results
of negro emancipation. But since the experiment of Hayti, now
of fifty years’ standing, and of others of later date, in the British
‘West Indies, and all the latter made with the utmost care and
under the most favorable auspices, no abolitionist of good sense
and information can believe in the benefits of emancipation even
to the slaves themselves, or in the fitness of the negro race for
freedom and self-government. The present leaders in this northern
warfare against southern slavery are actuated much less by love
for the slaves than by hatred for their masters. Their lust for
political power is a still stronger operating motive than either.
They know that the complete fruition of their machinations would
be to reduce the southern states to the condition of Jamaica, if
not to the still worse state of Hayti. If they, or other as malig-
nant and more powerful enemies, should ever succeed in abolishing
this institution in these southern states, it will not only be the utter
ruin of these states, but one of the heaviest blows to the well-being
of the world—the most powerful obstacle to the settlement, cul-
ture, civilization, and highest improvement of all this western con-
tinent, and the extension of free government and the true princi-
ples of freedom among all the superior races capable of appre-
ciating and preserving those blessings. And even the northern
states, all of which are now desirous, if not striving for the aboli-
tion of slavery in the south, would be, next to the southern states,
the greatest losers by that result, both in their pecumary mterestr
and political safety.

If there is any existing institution of divine origin, and manifestly
designed and used by the all-wise and all-good Creator to forward
his beneficent purposes, slavery, and especially African domestic
slavery, is such an institution. Personal slavery has existed from
the earliest known existence of society. Slaves were held by the
most virtuous and the most favored of God’s ancient worshippers
and servants. Slavery has ever been the means, if it is not the
only possible means, of civilizing barbarous tribes and regions,
spreading the culture of the earth, and instructing the most igno-
rant and degraded races of men. Still better and peculiar fea-
tures belong to African slavery, under civilized and white masters.
By this, a race made inferior by nature, and always-enslaved to
barbarous and cruel masters, was raised greatly in the scale of
comfort and happiness, as well as of improvement. Civilization
and Christianity have thus been communicated to millions, who




otherwise would never have heard of either. By aid of negro /
slavery only, could these southern states, and still more the tropic
cal regions of America, have been settled and cultivated by the
white race. All that has been done in the south, and much of all
done even in the northern states, for industrial and moral improves
ment, refinement and even religion, hdas been more or less due to
the existence of African slavery. For even all the older northerri
states had the bensfit of this imstitutioh at fitst, when it was most
needed, and retained it as long as it continued to be bensficial, and
until the now fast growing slavery to want began to operate as &,
substitute.

It is true that the institution of slavery is attended by many and n
great particular evils, And where iy the great social institution
which is not? Even in the blessed relations of husband and wife,
and of parent and child, there are cases of great unhappiness and
evil, and crime, growing out of these very relations. Yet, because
there are husbands and wives, and parents and children, who are
monsters in human shape, and who can avail themselves of these
respective characters to perpetrate the most horrible crimes, and
inflict the direst calamities on helpless and innocent sufferers, who
would, therefore, condemn, and strive to abolish, the institution of
marriage, or the subjection of children to parents? The legal
institution of apprenticeship, prevailing among every civilized and
refined people, is precisely slavery, only limited in the time of
duration. In this generally beneficial relation of master and ap-

~ prentice—and not less among the northern philanthropists than

elsewhere—there occur numerous cases of great injustice and
cruelty, and of extreme and unmerited suffering. Yet, who,
among these even sincere worshippers of a sickly philanthropy,
has proposed as the proper safeguard against such particular cases

of oppression and crime, the abolition of the entire system of -/
apprenticeship?

Judging from the early existence and continued duration of the
institution of domestic slavery—its almost universal extension—its
beneficial influence in subduing barbarism and savage indolence
and ignorance—in inducing the culture and improvement of the
earth, and promoting the industry, civilization, refinement, and
general well-being of mankind—it seems to me an inevitable de-
duction, that the institution of slavery is as surely and manifestly -
established by the wise and benevolent design of God, as the insti-
tution of marriage and of parental vale—and it is next to these,

.
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and inferior to these only, in producing important benefits to man-
kind. To the direct aid of domestic slavery, every cultivated
portion of the earth owes its first improvement, and every civilized
people their first emerging from barbarism. The only exceptions
to the existence (past or present,) and operation of this great ele-
ment of improvement, are to be found among the most rude and
ignorant of savage tribes, such as the aboriginal inhabitants of
North America and Australia. And if it had ever been, since the
creation of man, that all mankind had been sunk in that lowest
depth of barbarism, they would have so continued to this day, if
without the aid of the institution of domestic slavery, for their
improvement, or otherwise, the still more direct exercise of the
miraculous, as well as benevolent power of Almighty God.
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The influences whick operated to originate and
to asd the African colonization ent
The American Revolution was the fertile

source of the best growth and fruition of civil

liber?, and of the establishment and security
of individual rights, which since have made
such great advances, not only in America, but
In Europe. But while great political truths

‘Were worked out by great minds, and were

‘put in practical operation by devoted and self-

sacrificing patriotism, and great and invalug-

ble results for huyman 1i ent,
and f were thus achieved, there also
sprang up accompanying errors, of reasoning
d of doctrine, which since have brought
evil fruits, and threaten disastrous conse-
uences. In the great and general fermenta-
tion of opinions and doctrines, the foul and

‘feculent matters, which were thrown up, did

not subsequently sink to the bottom, and re-

main concealed and harmless dregs; bat re-
mained upon and among, and served to adul-
terate ang debacee, the great and best products
df the general process. The wisest and purest
df reformers, by the heat of their zeal to op-
se evil, are often urged to press their doc-
nes beyond the proper limits that both truth
emd expediency would prescribe. Thus it has
- happened that the superfluities and excesses
of theoretical opinions, and erroneous deduc-
tions, of the great founders of American free-
dom, to which the originators themselves at-
tached too little importance to serutinize se-

-werely, and which, in their times, were of no

practical application, or use, have since been

“applied in practice, by smaller and baser

minds, and threaten a harvest of evil that ma
outweigh many of the practical, designed,

"and great benefits which our country and the

world owe to the wise and great men who
commenced and carried through the American
Revolution. ’

.The most injurious, in their consequences,
of such erroneons deductions from true prin-

- ciples and sound proepositions, are to be found

in the now generally received doctrines of the
ual natural rights, and political rights, of

- g1l the male citizens or members of a free or

- Republican Government—or that every man

“has, or ought to have, the right to exercise an
ual influence in the direction of all public

rs, and of the government of the country.
The next, and a legitimate deduction from
the admission bf this now popular dqctrine,
would be that every woman has natural, and

~

ought to have political rights, equal with
those of men. "And this doctrine is already
entertained, and has made much progress, in
the northern States of this Confederation.
There, together with every other heresy of
doctrine, in politics, morals, and religion, the
cause of *“ woman’s rights” has numerous and
zealous advocates—though no one has yet
raised his or her approving voice, inthe mord .
conservative and sober-minded southern States,

T
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It is also in the northern or non-slaveholding

claimed equal rights-of men are real
this doctrine is now established in all thefr
constitutions of government, and sall political .
power is thereby vested in the majority of
the adult male population. Such majority—
and usually many more than a majoritp—
of eyery great community, or country, must,
of necessity, consist of very ignorant, and,
also, for a large proportion, of unprinei-
pled or debased and vicious individuals—and
who also, because of their poverty, have bus «
little interest in the financial policy and wel-
fare of their country. To this mere numeri-
cal majority, without regard to the qualifica~
tions or fitness of the members to judge, or
dirvect, has been surrendered the political
power of every one of the northern Statea.
ut, as the makers of the constitutions éf
government well knew, the great mass, osten-
sibly or nomihally invested with all the poli-
tical power of the State, cannot Eouibly exer-
cise it, or avail themselves of their constitu-
tional rights, even for a single day—and the
hasten to yield the exercise of power, an
aleo the entire direction of themselves, with
blind faith and servile obedience, to the inter-
ested demagogues who will most successfully
flatter their ignorance, and who can best agree -
with each other to share among themselves
the political power and public plunder which
are thus acquired at the expense of the so- -
called *‘sovereign people,” and masters of the
so called *‘servants of the people.” In the
southern States, the more recently formed, or
“peformed,” constitutions of government are
no better, in this respect, than those of the
northern States—or so far as their operation
was designed by “reforming” demagogues,
and as their powers are expressed in words.
But in these southern States we fortunately
possess, and thereby have been maiuly pro-
tected from this flood of evil, a barrier and
sateguard more effectual for defence than any
written constitutious—-or than tais theory of

—
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equal political righta is powerful for evil ag-
gression! Mast fortudately for the preserva-
tion of thespalitidal freedom and safety of all

. of the ruling class, known as citizefis by the
constitution, the lowest, and necessarilygthe
most ignorant and degraded claws in the golith,
are not, as in the north, citizens and voters,
but are negro slaves, who have no political
rights. Thus, the much greatest amount of
ignorance, vice, and carelessness for the pub-
lic weal, is entirely excluded from all direc-
tion of, or influence upon, public affairs, and
from every political function. And by this
one great conservative measure of exclusion,
in the slaveholding States, the popular vote
and gction are as much purified and exalted,
@a could be in the so-called “free States,” by
any copstitutional provision that would serve
to designate, and exclude from the polls, the
werst and .mogt degraded half of its male
Abopulation. . Such free or republican govern-
; -ments a8 the southern States would present if
* .all their slave and free negro population had
otén e&nally with the whitea now are, or

~al wo

\J‘.u sl ooy €8 atucG® O1 LG DOrtnern
d non-slaveholding Statesa.

Among the false and dangerous, but yetlegiti-
Jate deductions from the broad doctrine of the
gual natural rights of man, there subsequent-
7 was started the then novel claim of freedom
lr the negraslaves. Thisdeduction from gene-
cl principles was at first set forth quietly, ob-
urely, and regarded as & mere theoretical
inion, impossible to be reduced to practice.
¢ principle wasadmitted, whether by design
. 1of some, or the carelessness and inadvertence of
“+-_'all, by the fathers of the Revolution and of
American independence. From the warm and
zealoug advocacy of the equal English righta
of the free people of the colonies, it was but
a step of hurried reasoning by analogy, to ad-
vocate the equal natural rights of all mankind.
'This folly, which attended the otherwise grave
.and profound political wisdom of the great
men of those times, was udmittedhperhaps b
a few through design, but certainly throug
the inadvertence of the many, amidst the gen-
al prefatory declamation of the Declaration of
Independence—and, without a word of objec-
tion {southepn slave-holders, who no more
then thought of legislating for, or producing,
the freedom and equal political rights of
their negro slaves, than they did of their
horses and oxen, Yet this mere sounding ver-
biage, these smpty reverberations of a bage-
less and obsoure theoretical doctrine, which
‘did ot then attract enough nptiee to arouse
opposition or denial to what. was probsbly
Jeemed the mere superfluous and unmeaning
_embellishments of a frothy rhetoric, have since
served as the citadel. of defence.for the new
and zealous party of abolitionists of negro
slavery, and. the arsenal to supply their chosen
weapons to asail that institution.
_ In earlier times. of British and European
‘history, there was scarcely raised a voice,
either in Europe or America, to question the

™~
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negro slavery—or even to oppose the African
slave-trade, then in full operation. The first
serious oll)lposition to both was begun, and
grew, with the doctrines of the men, and with
the movementas, of the American Revolution—
and almost exclusively in. these now United
States of America. 'Izhus the opé)osition to
negro slavery had commenced, and was grad-
ually extending in slave-holding America, long
before the same ideas had been recognized in
England. By the latter country, the African
slave-tradé was still carried on extensively,
and its morality scarcely questioned by but a
few, long after nearly all the American slave-
holding States had abolished the trade for
themselves. The people of thesouthern States,
who had scarcely any agricultural labor other
than that of negro slaves, could not have di-
vested themselves of that labor, without cer-
tain and general ruin, to themselves am:l [+
the couutry. Of course, the practical extiro-
tion of slavery was scarcely thought of b

any, and was advocated by none. Even if
any had then deemed slavery an enormous
wiveg, un individual slave holder would hawe
condemned himself for the exictence of a na-
tional evil, (or even a national sin,) which he
had had no agency in establishing—and which,
indeed, was forced upon. the colonies by the
avarice and power of the ruling mother coun-
try. But almost every man of good feeling
and cultivated mind, in later time, came (un-
der the teaching and influence of the growing
anti-slavery school) to consider the institution
of negro slavery as a great evil, public and pri-
vate, and whether viewed as a political, mora},
or economical question—and which, if possible
to remove, ought to be removed, at any cost
-that would not be intolerably injurious to the
welfare of the community. Such opinions
grew to be general in the southern States;
and previous to 1820, (perhaps as late as 1830,)
they werealmost universal in Virginia. Some
individuals went farther—and were ready to
share in all the eacrifices necessary for general
emancipation, upon some one or other of the
impossible or ruinous plans proposed and ad-
vocated by different wild and fanatical philan-
thropists. In England, which now hag abol
ished the African slave-trade, and in the north-
ern States, which had got rid of slaves, (never
very profitable to them except to sell,—) and
neither of which countries had then remaining

their previous mercantile interest in the profits

of the slave-trade—there was no sense of self-

preservation, nor any lighter interest, to op-

pose the growing hostility toslavery. Nothing

18 easier, or more inviting to self-comylmoncy,

than for us to declare benevolent feelings and

impulses, and to urge their being put in Erao-

tice, when at other people’s expense. Théve-

fore it was quite natural that the northern

States and England, when no longer having

any interest to maintain and to increase negro-

slavery, should carry their benevolent oppo-

sition to it to the extent of the wildest fanagi-

cism—and call for its extinetion, even at the

expediency or morality of the institution of

risk, (or With the certainty,) of th: utter rgin
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' of the master race 1n theslave-holding States. || The low degradation of the free megroes, in A
Under theinfluence of such incitements, the || ignorance, indolence, .and vice, instead of be-
mow practical abolition doctrines, and the pre- || ing ascribed, as truth would require, to the
s¥nt abolition party, of the northern States, || negro blood and propensities, and the natural
were brought into existence and action, and || inferiority of the megro.intellect, left without
gfew and strengthened, until they are now || the government and direotion of a capable
-stipported by the greater number of votes of || master, was charged to their inferior social and

N e¥ery northern State. This growing power, || political condition, and their being kept down .
" threatening evil and ruin, wjth its sirccess, to || in the scale of society by the supérior power
the whole slave-holding States, at length pro- || and close neighborhood of the white race. :In

uced a reaction in the minds of the southern || the face of all the proofs to the contrary that

" geople generally. Men began, for the first || even then exiatetf (though: Heyti bad- not

- time, to enquire into, and carefully to etudy || then sunk to half her présent depth of degra-

.- the whole subject of slavery, through the || dation, and the experiment of emancipation in
trreans of facts and sound reasoning—and not, | the West Indies had not .been commenced,)

" “a8 before, under the deceptious influence of || the near approach to, if not fuil equality: of
afalse theory, and sickly sentimentality, and || the negro .intellect to the white, was then
tiistaken philanthropy. This reaction began || generally believed in, to-an extent that mow
dbout 1820, (the time of the first abolition || would seem both incredible and absurd. The

* rmovement, throngh and by aid of federal leg- || European and northern faaatieal:philanthro- /
islation in the enactmrent of the Missouri | pists then fully believed (and they still pre-

- ®compromise,” and unconstitutional restric- || tend to believe,) that the negro-is maturall

* tfon,) and on]?’ received ite first vigorous and {| equal in mental power to the white an ; ani

" eéffective impulse from the publication of Pro- || th 1 ges of education dnd pesi-
- - fessor Dew’s * Lssay ori Slassry’—thocatTIEst ([ tion w serv sho v
- #nd also eno-among the ablest vindications of || results: 1f the benevolent slaveholders did

" the institution that has yet been published. || not go so far, they at least believed that the
" Since then, the change of opinion has been || negro race was capable of being so far in-
both rapid and-general. Formerly, it would || etructed, and improved, as to bé self-directing
" ‘have been difficult to find, in Virginia, a mar || and self-supporting, if in an independent cbm-
- & education who did not deem slavery both a || munity. e benefit to the world, aid espe-
publicand private-evil. Now there are almost || eially to benighted and savage Africa, of a
@ few such men who do not deem the institu- || civilized and industrious colony- being there
‘tion a positive and’ great benefit, as there || planted, and flourishing, was a further and
. 7 ‘were formérly who held it to' be otherwise |more captivating inducement to lovers of the
an the great evil of the land. - .human race; and all Christian philanthropists
In 1818, when the ‘ American Society for || were still more intereeted in thus offering,
Colonizing the: Free People of Colour of the || with the supposed best. prospects of success,
- United States” was formed,” and had enunci- || the gospel, and Christianity, to the 60 millions
" ated ite purpose and policy, and commenced || of savage Paga.ns and brutalived idolaters that ,
. 1ts operations, the universal public sentiment || inhabit Africa. - i
whs best suited to favor the infant orgamiza- At that time, too, individual acts of eman-
fion, and its avowed objeets. The policy and ’| cipation of slaves were generally esteemed
the scheme which were thus proposed to be || not only evidences of piety and virtuein the
supported, had been originated in Virginia. || emancipators, but aleo, if accompanied by re-
The earliest and principal early patrons and || moval from the country, as being beneficial
#dvocates of the society were slave-holders. | to public interests, by lessening the whole
" 'The avowed object of the society, as indicated || number of slaves, and thereby rendéring more
by its name, was to remove from the United || easy the future, though .far remote, total re-
S'Zates, by inducing their voluntary emigra- || moval of slave;y, then generally deemed ta be
- tion, the free negtoes, and to colonize them || a. public bene For this reason, there was
a8 an independent community in Africa. This || still another (so-called) benefit expected of
@lass, (formed by .earlier emancipations of || the Bociety, in its offered psylum in Africa
daves, which had been induced by the mista- || serving to invite and encourage the subsequent
ken benevolence of their masters,) had be-|} emancjpation of numerous slaves. This, and
obme numerous, and a grievous nuisanes to ||-other' more extended oljects' of like kind,
mest of the southern States, and especially to || were det forth in the speeches and pubhica~
Virginia, Maryland, aud Delaware. With bus {| tivns of aetive and zealous agents or members
.. a-few praise-worthy exceptions, the free ne-{| of the Society. And such declarations, while
- mes were, as.tliey continue to be, generally || they served strongly to invite and encourage
* Mhdolent, improvident, and worthless as labor- || the aid -and codperation of thase who were
e or producere~—and, in numerous cases, || most opposed to slavety,.as an evil, a wrong,
drunken, vicious, snd' frequentsubjectsforerim- || and a sin, did not at first offend, or excite the
ixtal justice. In their peouliar position, they || suspicion or ppposition of .slave-holders the *’
served to render the slaves discontented with | most opposite in opinion—because ever thesq,
their more constrained, though reslly much {| at that early time, generally deemed slavery
better condition—and. facilitated and encour- || an evil, mg hoped for its ultimate safe -ex-
- aged their thefts, and other violatious of duty. | tinction, although they could not see, and

-
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would not seek, theugh certain loss and dan-.
ger, & way to that desired end.
For thése different redsons, operating on
: men of very different views, there were, at
first, many persons disposed to become zealous
supporters of the Colonization Society; while
almost none opposed it, or seemed to think
that there was anything in the scheme, or in
its probabte consequences, that called for op-
" poeition, or even required scrutiny. It had
. among itemovers and founders, and continued
to gain the nades, and ostensible if not more
efficient support of, many of the chief men of
the various8tates—and every name that could
have influence on the pubfm, and was per-

«mitted to be used, was made use of in the list |

of officers or dignitaries, or prominent friends
of the Seciaty. Ase almost evéry man took it
for granted that the Society was a good thing,
and an institution of high pesition, he was
complimented by his nameé being asked for its
support—and few would deny the request,
especidlly as that alome, or very little more,

would serve to place the name g;ominently
v the disé uf vhe much landed and eminent

patronsof the benevolent scheme.' Many high-
sounding names have been' thus used, (and
perhaps some without leave,) of persons who
contributed but little else to the Society.
The more obscure, but active fanetionaries of
the Society, who, in or through the Board of
Managers at Washington, have really directed
the affairs, and the poliey, and the operations
of the Society, were always working on prom.
inent politieal men, and easily gained the.fa-
vor of all. The favor of President Monroe
was by far the most important and efficient;
and it served to preserve the very existence
of the colony subsequently planted, in its early
and most feeble condition—as will be shown
hereafter. .

The avowed designa and the real and main ope-
ration of the Colonization Society, and the
tendency of its policy, .

There never was a new scheme, or associa-
tion for its furtherance, received with more
general - favor, than the American Coloniza-
tion SBociety. The persons who most opposed
slavery, and most desired its extinction; and
they who were most interested in its present

and continued existeueo, were alike friendly.

to the Society, and, for opposite expected and
promised results, respectively favored by their
opposite views. Tire Society was presented,
though with caution, in two different
to individuals, and to sections ‘of the Union,
having differsnt and conflieting opinions in
regard to slavery—and in such manner as to
seem favorable toeach party separately. For
the firet and avowed, and always claimed ob-
jects and desigus.of the Colonization Society,
as presented in its early official papers, (pro-
ceeding from the Board of Managers, or reso-
lutions of the Society adopted in-general meet~
' ings,) there need mot be many authorities
cited. The record of testimony for this pur-
poso is fall and clear. “The Awmerican So-

ts, |

ciety for colonizing the free people of color of
the United States,” is the legal title, recited T
the first article of its constitution. The second
article, more fully and particularly declares
that ““The object to which its attention is to
be exclusively directed, is to promote and ex-

‘ecute a plan for colopizing (with their own

conaent) the free people of color residing in owr
country, to Afrieu, or such other place as Con-
gress shall deem expedient.” The same ob-
ject was held forth in the first ‘“memorial of
the President and Board of Managers” of the
Soeiety to Congress in 1817, (republished in
the d)npers appended to Mr. Kennedy’s report
to H. of Reps. in 1848, Doc. 283, p. 208,) and
the advantages to this country of removing
the free people of color were therein stated at
some length. [ncidental benefits which were
expected (and which would be admitted as
such, and highly appreciated by all,) were also
presented, in the expected indirect working
of the colonization scheme, to suppress the
African slave-trade—and by its influence, to
civilize and christianize the neighboring
savaga nationa of Afriea. Not an intimation
was there given of any ulterior object. But
in a later memorial (of 1828, republished in
Rep. Doo. 283 of 1848, p. 172) to Congress,
the managers become bolder, or less cautious,
added something more. They therein say—
“The object it [the American Colonization
Society] proposes to accomplish, is the re-
moval to Africa, with their own consent, of
such people of color within the United States
a8 are already free, and of such others as the
humanity of individuals, and the laws of the
different States may hereafter liberate.” Even
this extended purpose, repeated as it had been
before, and since has continued to be, by
functionaries and friends of the Colonization
Society, in many public speeches at the annual
meetings, or otherwise, did not at first, excite
any opposition or suspicion. The manumis-
sion ot slaves was still legal in sundry States,
and wouldatill proceed. It would be not less
beneficial to the community, and to slave-
holders, that the later manumitted negroes
should be removed, than the earlier. But the
people of the south did not, from these indi-
cations, suspect that the leading, and most in-
fluential members of the Society, from the
beginning, had in view the future entire ex-
tinction of negro slavery in the United States,
tobe accompanied, indeed, as professed, by the
deportation of all the negroes, (visionary and
even impossible, as was this latter measure);
and still less did slaveholders infer that the
agents of the Society would be active though
covert propagandists of anti-slavery doctrines,
and seoret, yet efficient advocates for per-
suading weak-minded philanthropists that the
emancipation of their slaves would be am act
of very high merit, humanity, bensvolénce,
and piety. The private and secret manngr of
such communiestion and action necessarily
and effectnally precludes the facts being
proved by direct testimony. The facts in
general, can only be i from the charac-




ter and supposed anti-slavery opinions of the
employed northern agents—the particular
#laveholders with whom they mostly associa-
ted, and mightinfluence—and especially from
the subsequent effects witnessed, and much
* more in the later than the earlier years of the
Bociety, in numerous testamentary and other
manumissions of large numbers of slaves. But
there is plenty of proof of more open action
of fanctionaries and friends, showing - the
general spirit of the Society being in favor of

extending emancipations, and putting an end|

to slavery. While no individual, or body, has
Toudly and distinctly advised slaveholders to
emancipate their slaves, there has scarcely
been a written report, or speech, or other pub-
lic declaration proceeding from the agents and
friends of the Society, in which individual
acts of emancipation have been referred to,
that the occasion was not used to highly laud
the action and the emancipator. Such acts
being thue always highly praised, as showing
evidences of most exalted humanity, charity,
and piety—and the (Eerhaps otherwise o
mri donors being thus made conspienous
for their virtues throughout-the Christian
world, could not fail to operate as a powerful
stimulant, not only to the good, but also to the
. evil principles which influthce mankind—as
" vanity, ostentation, self-righteousness, and self-
worship—to thus elevate and perpetuate their
fame, by their adding to the number of manu:
mitted slaves—whose welfare and happiness
have generally been greatly impaired, if not
totally sacrificed on this shrine-of false benev-
olence and humanity, and of evil both to the
#laves and to our country. It is a strong evi-
dence that such effectsshave been in a great
degree the direct results of the teachings of
the Colonization Society, and its friends, when
it is seen that the manumissions of slaves, in
Virginia, and especially in large numbers by
individual donors, and” by testamentary be-
fuest., have greatly increased in latter years.
n the earlier years of the Society, there were_
eomparatively very few. Yet, if the avowed
opinions of Mr. C. F. Mercer, and others, were
oorrect, that many masters before 1816, would
have gladly emancipated theirslaves, if having
such an asylum from them as the Colonization
Society would afford, the number of new
mmanumissions ought to have been mueh greater
as 8eon as. the asylum was open—and not, as
is the fact, at twenty and thirty or more years
after the open and secret machinery of the
Society had been in operation.
ill more plain and undeniable, than of any
of these named influences, are the evidences
that the leading, and most distinguished, and
influential, and early friends of the Soeiety,
have looked to it, and advocated its support,
@8 the means for utterly destroying the institu-|
tion and existence of megro slavery in the
United States. Such sentiments have been
uttered by many in public speeches and re-
g::h. published among the transactions of the
iety, snd by direction of its Board of
Managers, Numerous other like expressions,

though from less respected sources, or, per-
haps, proceeding from obscure individuals,
have received the official impress, and virtu-
al authorization of the Society, by being pub-
lished in the,* Afriean  Repository,” which
periodical publication, of very extensive cir-
culation, is both the property and organ of
the American Colonization Soeiety, and_muat
be presumed to be, in every article it publishes,
the mouth-piece of the central power and head
of the Society, the Board of Managers at
Washington. It will be enough, for sustaining
my charge, in this particular respect, to refer
to the words or opinions of but a few promi-
nent officers. or ardent friends of the Coloni-
zation Society either uttered in general meet-
ings or otherwise published through . its
organ, Likeexamples, from less digtinguished
sources, might be offered in any number.®

At the first annual meeting of the American
Colonization Society, in Washington, the Pre-
sident, Judge Bushrod Washington, in his
opening speech from the chair, introduced the:
following expressions:

“The effect of this institution, [the Ameri-
can Colonization Society,] if its prosperity
shall equal our wishes, will be alike propitieus
to every interest of our domestic society; and
should it lead, as we may fairly hope it will, to.
the slow but gradual abolition of slavery, it will
wipe from our political institutions the only
blot which stains them.”

At’the same meeting, the Hon. C. F. Mercer,
of Virginia, in advocating the claims d¢f the
Colonization Society to public faver, and urg-
ing the reasons for supporting it, said : “Many
thousand individuals In our native State, as
you well know, Mr. President, are restrained
from manumitting their slaves, as you ard I
are, by the melancholy conviction that they

* This last named Xroeedure has been so common,
and latterly so undisguised, that the Rev. Phili
Slaughter, of Virginia, principal agent of the Coloni-
zation Society of Virginia, (who, though a zealous ad-
vocate for the colonization scheme, is &lso a loyal son
of the south,) has deemed it necessary, on two different
occasions, (n I have seen accidentally—there may
have been more, as the need for such action has never
intermitted—) to rebuke this abuse. At the .abnual
meeting of the American Colonization Soelety of 1852,
the report of the proceedhsxgn‘ (in the African Reposi=
tory, at p. 100, for April, 1852,) states as follows :

“The Rev. Mr. Slaughter presented the following
preamble and resolution, which were adopted :

“ Whereas, the Constitution of the American Colo+
nization Bociety declares that the object to whieh its
attention is ewclusively direeted, is ‘1o promete and
execute a plan for colonizing, with their own consent,
the free people of color residing im our country, in
Africa,’ therefore

“ Ro:ohg, Th;t the pubm;w::; e‘:fruhemir n:)f
emancipation, and arguments in favor, ®
African \ and other o
this Sodeﬁ/ is a departure from our fandamental law,
and shoul i)e excluded from such documenta.” .

This resolution was adopted, and,-as it app
without a word of objection. Yet it was as totally dis-
regarded afterwards, as its object had been previously.
In consequence, as I find again in my few detached
numbers of the African Repository, (at p. 74, for March
1853,) at the Annual Meeting of the American Coloni-
zation Boclety, the rebuke was renewed by Mr. Slaugh~
ter—and with as little of its desired effect as before,
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cannot yield to the suggestions of humanity
without manifest injury to their country”—
which diffieulty, and great obstacle to exten-
sive emaneipation, the policy of the Coloniza-
tion Society was expected to remove.

In an elaborate letter and argument, to the
like geueral purport, add: essed to the Ameri-
can Colonization Society, Gen. R. G. Harper,
of Maryland, said

“The advantages of this undertaking [of
the Colonization Society] to which I have
hitherto adverted,, are confined to ourselves.
They consist in ridding us of the free peeple
of color, and preparing the way for getting rid
of the sluves and of slavery.”

The Hon. Henry Clay, then President of the
American Colonization Society, at its tenth
Annual Meeting, January, 1837, in his openiog
address, (published by the Societ.iy;,) ‘Presented
an elaborate argument to show the feasibility
and the expediency of the whole negro race
being removed from the United States, The
very high position and reputation of this gen-

" tleman, and the great inflnence of his name
‘and opinions, will make it proie‘r to quote
more full extracts from his speec

After having submitted ealculations, which
served (as he maintained) to show the easy
practicability of removing to Africa all the
then free negro population from the United
States, Mr. Clay proceeded to apply the same
wmode of ealculation to the slaves, as follows::

« Assuming the future increase to be at the
rate of three per cent. per annum, the annual
addition to the number of slaves in the United
States, calcuiated upon the returns of the last
census, (1,538 128,) is 46,000. Appéying the
data which have already been stated and ex-
plained, in relation to the colonization of free
persons of color from the United States to
Africa, to the aggregate annual increase of
both bond and free of the African race, and
the re-ult will be found most encouraging.
The total number of the annual increase, of
both deseriptions, is 52.000. The total ex-

ense of transporting that number to Africa,
eupposing no reduction of present prices,
wgicl\ had been before stated at $20,] woul
e $1,040,000,” &e. * * * ‘‘And this quantity
[of tonnage] would bestill further reduced, by
embracing opportunities of incidental employ-
ment of vessels belonging both to mercantile
and military marines. But, is the annual ap-
plication of $1,040,000, and the employment
of 65,000, or even 180,000 tons of shipping,
considering the magnitude of the object, be-
yond the ability of this country? I therea
triot, looking forward to its domestic quiet,
1ts happiness, and its ilory, that would not
cheertully contribute his proportion of the
burden to accomplish & purpose so great and
20 humane ?”

This extract, alone, is enough to st:ig bare,
.#nd expose the false pretence set up for the
American Colonization Society, when soothing:
down southern opposition or alarmed inter-
ests, that the policy of the Society is, as at

first announced, the removal of Jree negroes
to 4frica only. The ulterior design or objech
of general emancipation (whether%y purchase
or otherwise) need not be set forth mote
plainly than in this speech of the distinguish-
ed President of the Society, and as endorsed,
by its reception and publication, by the Mana-
ﬁen of the Bociety. It is not my business

ere, nor ie it needed, to expose the errors of
Mr. Clay’s estimates, and the impossibility of
carrying through the scheme, were it ever 80
desirable for this country; and the enormous
cruelty, unprecedented iu the annals of Asiathe
despotism, of annually removing to remo%e

] exile, (to say nothing of cost of life, and other

sufferings to be there encountered,) of the
whole actual increase, necessarily includingall
the female children before their reaching ma-
turity of age, of an entire race, amounting %
fifty-two thousand persons annually, until, in
the course of time, the parent stock left in the
United States shall be extinguished gradually
by death!!! No ene but a thorough * philan-
thropiet” could for a moment entertain s
scheme so0 full of cruelty and horvor, and ®o
protracted in operation—and none but blind
tanatics could be persuaded that the execu-
tion was moraly, even if physically possible.
But monstrous and shocking to every feel
ing of humanity as are the means here recom-
mended, as operating upon the blacks, the
worgj results to the masters, and to the white
race, have not been named. It is clear tha$
in. this magnificent scheme of expenditurs,
(which, however, would not serve for one
tenth the cost of its avowed objects,) nothing
is allowed, or understood, for paying the own~
ers for their slaves. Therefore, if it were pos-
sible to be exeeuted, in addition to the general
loss and great damage to all the southern
States, a8 communities, in losing nearly all
their present agricultural labor, and paying
the larger amount of the expense of trame-
portation to, and subsequent support of the
colonists in Africa, the slave-owners would be
deprived of forty-six thousand slaves a year,
or all the increase, and at the ages of their
greatest value, without receiving the smallest
payment as compensation} .
ut no man of sound judgment can suppose
that the great intelleet of Henry Clay could
be duped by such estimates as he condyescend-
ed to use.for the Kurpose of operating upon
other minds; or that he could have believed,
for a moment, that it waeuld be possible to re-
move the whole black race from the United
States to Afriea, with any means for subsish-
ence for the emigrants in their new homes.
This utterly ‘impossible accompaniment of
colonization—removal to Africa—was stated
merely to suit those who required it, and who
could believe in it. All that was. pessible of
Mr. Clay’s scheme, and with the accomplish-
ment ef which part he and other clear-sighted
emlnoigatjoniats would have been content,
would have been the general ¢gmaneipation of
slaves, without any (or but a nominal and fal-
lacious) compensation to their owners—and

~
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without the cruelty and horror of the at-
tempt, and the impossibility of the execution,
of compulsory deportation to Africa of the
whole increase of the race in the United
States. '
My only other citations of proofs will be all
from a single source, which, as a whole, may
be taken as the exposition of the views and
dbjects of all the colonizationists of the north-
en States, as well as of a few, (also alike op-
posed toslavery,) in the southern States. This
source is a review which first agpeared in the
““Quarterly Christian Spectator,” (at New Ha-
ven,) of March, 1833, and was soon afterwards
reprinted in separate pamphlet form, under
tha title of a “ Review of Pamphlets on Slavery
aud Colonization.” From the place and man-
ner of publication, and the rapid republica-
tions, it may be inferred that this exposition
was industriously and generally distributed
throughout the northern States—and very
cantiously and quietly placed in the hands of
but & few persons holding or inclining to like
opinions in the southern States e only
oopy that I have seen or heard of, was sent to
a southern slaveholder, distinguished for phi-
lanthrophy, generosity, and self-sacrificing de-
votion to whatever he deems his duty as a
man and a Christian, and especially valuing
the Colonization Society as a means for the
ultimate extinction of the supposed evil of
negro slavery. That copy is tﬁrected to the
name of the gentlemdn referred to, “ with El-
liott Cresson’s best respects” Mr. Cresson
was & Vice President,-and a principal and effi-
aient agent and patron of the American Colo-
nmization Society. The argument is in answer,
and immediately addressed to Garrison and
the most violent of the abolition party, who
had justly charged the Colonization Societ
with double-dedling—but, most unjustly, wit
being opposed to the abolition of slavery. It
is to deny these charges, and to assert the op-
sgsite views and tendency of the Colonization
ciety, that this pamphlet was written. The
general tenor is to this purpose. A few quo-
tations will be enough to show this character
of the work—and what must have been the
author’s opinion, and that of all who coincided
with him, as to the certain working and final
" results of the Colonization Society.

“The setual tendencies of the enterprise of

ting colored colonies in Africa from Amer-

1c8, are, 80 far as the abolition of slavery is
eoncerned, the following:

“It secures in many instances the emanci-
ﬁ::lz;on of slaves by individuals, and thus
ings the power of examvle to bear on public

- sontiment. Thisis no tconjecture ; 1t is proved
by the induction of particulars. The friends
the Colonization Society, in their arguments

" on this'subject, can read off & catalogue of in-
* stances in which emancipation has already re-

sulted from the progress of this work. Wel

“know that on the other hand it is said that
1- the arguments and statements of colonization-
1818 .prevent emancipation. But the proper

proof of this assertion would be to bring for-
ward the particular facts. Tell us of the in-
dividuals who have been effectually hindered
from setting their slaves at large, by what
they have read in the African Repository, or
by what they have heard from the agents of
the Society. We say then that, unless the
testimony of facts can deceive us, colonization
is bringing the power of exampleto bear om
public sentiment at the South, in regard to
slavery. Each single instance of emancipa-
tion is indeed a small matter when compared
to the continued slavery of two millions; but
every such instance, occurring in the midst of
a slaveholding community, is a strong appeal
to the natural sentiments of denevolence and
justice in all who witness it.”

“Not Hayti has done more to make the ne-
gro_character respected by mankind, and to af-
ford the means of making the negro conscions
of his manhood, than Liberia has already a¢-
complished.” (p. 20.) .

. African colonization, so far as it is succers-
ful, will bring free labor into the fairest and
most extended competition with slave labor,
and will thus make the universal abolition of
slavery inevitable.” (p. 20.) .

“The friends of slavery may dream 7hat
this work [colonization in Liberia] is to per-
petuate their miserable ezstem; but, if-a ny of
them do thus imagine, they err as greaily in
that, as they do in supposing that the repeal
of the protective tariff will relieve them igom
their embarrassments.” (p. 21.)

““The great body of the friends of the Col-
onization Society at the south, no less than at
the north, regard the scheme of that institu-
tion as something that will ultimately’, in some
way, deliver the country from the curse of
slavery.”

“Had the scheme of the Americe.n Coloni-
zation Society never been' undert: iken, who
believes that projects for the alsolition ot
slavery would Eave been so soon, i f ever, die-
cussed in the Legislature of Virgi nia$”

“The hour in which the debat ; on slavery
commenced in the Capitol at Ric' hmond, may
he considered as having sealed th e death war-
rant of the system, not only for * Virginia, but
for the nation. Certainly the gr eater the sne-
cess which shall attend the e« )lonization of
Africa, the greater will be th ¢ ess of
public opinion towards this con summation” of '
the abolition of slavery in Am eriea. But, as.
the author says more at length, evea were tha-
Society now to come to an end , and its colomy
also, ““still it will be true that the imdirect -
fluence of the American Colo résatéon Societ
Zzae secured the ultimate aboli tion of slavery’

p- 22.) .
If any pergon, after havin g read even me
more of such opinions than &) ppear in passages
uoted in this section, shall not be convineed
that the continued object ¢ )f the chief tnev-
ers, advocates, and. agents of the American
Colonization Society, and the tendenoy of
their efforts, are otherwis(s than the general .
emancipation of elaves, an«J abolition of slave-




8

ry, such persons must be so completely en-
cased in prejudice, as to be invulnerable to
the power of evidence or reasoning.

8o much for the avowed policy and objects,
smd the more real and important and covert
objects of the Society—or rather of the few
functionaries who have really controlled the
;:licy, and directed the appropriation of the

nds eontributed by the confiding liberality
of thousands, who were content to give to
what they supposed a good object, without
-examination, or interfering with, the conduet
of the few more zealous persons who were
willing to bear the burden .of the administra-
tive duties and services. The Colonization
Bociety was at first so gemerally favored by

blie opinion and eentiment—there was so
ittle suspicion entertained by any of those
rwho were outside of the small circle which

enclosed ite acting functionaries and its lead-
. ing spirite—that there was no serutiny either
o f its publie or more secret policy, and almost
1. ?» oppositiea to its procedure, for along time.
So me few able writers attempted opposition—
an wag them, Gov. Giles and Prof. Dew of
Vi ginia. But they addréseed themselves to
dea f ears, and either careless or.prejudiced
mip dg—and without producing any important
‘pffec . When the menof the South generally
lost their faith in the working of the Society,
(for the first professed objeets,) they simply
with. lrew silently from its ,anﬁ)ort, but made
10 op position to it. The double-dealing poli-

oy pr« «pered and succeeded for a long time, in
dyeoeiv ing both the pro-slavery or slave-hol-
ding i» \terest, and the anti-slavery or abolition
arty. The latter, in the northern States,
though truly and greatly favored by the ul-
terior d esigns, and the actual working, of the
Coloniz: Mion Society, were the first offended,
and by the mere words used to deceive and
quiet the ‘slave-holders. Thelatter, even when
no longe: * zealous for or even favorable to the
first avov red objects of the Socie‘tiy, have gen-
erally ren wained quiet, and also deluded still,
to gome e: (tent, for a much longer time. And
even now, though much the greater number
of all the 1 ormer southern friends have with-
drawn thei T earlier and active support of the
Colonizatio n Society and its colony, there are
but few sou thern men who have yet taken the
ains to in\ restigate the real and main ten-
ency of th. 3 Society, and to understand and
oppose the ¢ langer which it threatens to the
interest of sl ave-holders, and of the southern
States, and t > the contentment and happiness
of the slaves, and to the very existence of ne
slavery in . the States where that institu-
tion remains.

> The general op erations of {ke Q’o{mizatim So-
cicty in plan l:':f and maintaining the colony
of Liberia, « wd the general results.

The early p opularity of the Colonization
Society was n 1ade manifest in the speedy
formation of 11umerous auxiliary societies
throughout the L Tnited States, There was one
for each of most  f the States, and many more

t

for different counties and towne in those o¥
other States.* All these were engaged in so-
liciting and raising funds, from every ."315
ble source, to supply the treasury and forw
the measures of the parent society. Under
the influence thus operating, some of theSta
legislatures voted Jarge supplies to the causd,
through their respective State societies o¥
otherwise. The legislature of Maryland, and
next Virginia, gave most of such pecuniary
contributions—and Virginia by individual do-
nations, in the emancipation of slaves, has con~
tributed, and sacrificed in value, very much
more than all the large contributions of money
to the Colonization Society.

The parent society, and aléo many of the
auxiliary societies, a8 if acting (as most like
Iy was the ease) on a concerted plam of opem
ations, soon began to petition for aid from
Congress. Some of the petitions were expres$
ed in general terms—some stated definite pro-
posed means, especially in the defending and
sustaining the colony of Liberia, by the mone;
and arms of the United States, No direet ai
was granted by Congress—or could have been,
with any regard to the legitimate powersand
duties of the Federal Government, or of the
administrative authorities. But indirectly, as
will be seen, under the shallow pretext of re-
surning re-captured Africans to their country,
enough -aid, pecuniary, military and navﬁ
was afforded, to save the existence of the colo-
ny, and to secure it from the attaeks of the
eurrounding savage tribes, which, timid and'
placable as they are, otherwise would hawe
speedily extinguished its existence.

The ministers of religion, throughout the
United States, were, with searcely any ew
ceptions, friendly, and in most cases zealows
and efficient friends, to the -colonization
scheme and the Colonization Seciety. In nu
merous localities, they recommended the su
posed benevolent and pious work, and selicit-
ed contributions to it from their congregations,
and took up colleetions in their eburches,
When the name and reputation of the Society
stood highest, it was a ysage in many places
(adapted on public and general recommenda-
tion of friends of the Society,) to appoint and
use the anniversary festival of the Declaration
of Independence, July 4th, and when sermonm
and speeches were then generally delivered in
commemoration of the occasion, to solieit and
collect contributions for the Colenization So-
ciety. The very selection of this day, for
this work, was a covert but signifieant indf-
cation that the same great end of freedotn, and
independence, which had been secured on that
anniversary for the whitgs, was also, and pro-

rly as the movers thought, in view for the

lacia. Other, and more efficient means weme
used in sending out agents, itinerant or sta-

* In 1829, there were fifteen State Auxiliary Socle-
ties—and in 1880, there were ia all two hundred Ag»
fliary Societies.—{Keports A. 0.\8.]
+%The Fourth of July collection during' the:Ing
ear, [1830,] amountsd to ’10,918.” {App. to $4ith A
p.—African Kepository. '

{
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tionary, into all the States that promised the
best harvest of gain and support to the objects
df the Society, or rather of its active managers
&id the real directers of its policy. As was
{ben usual, when paid agents for any so-cal-
pious work were wanted, nearly all so
ployed were northern men. It may be
eafely inferred that they were generally, if
sot without exception, hostile to the existence
of negro elavery. Many of ‘them were minis-
ors of religion. Their most intimate and pri-
vate intercourse, in the sonthern States, would
necesearily be with benevelent and religious
’hdividun{q who were previously szosed to
vlew slavery asa public and private evil—if
not also & grievous wrong to the slave, and a
€in of the master. With the aid of the pre-
vious general views of slavery in Virginia,
and which had not been yet removed by bet-
ter information with many slaveholders, it
wmay be eafely concluded, that such agents as
these, operating especially on the sensitive or
feeble minds, or morbidly tender consciences,
of slave-owners—especially of wealthy old
men and old women, who had no direct heirs,
o whose heirs would be otherwise well-pro-
vided for—would exercise great influence in
inducing the emancipation of slaves, and the
contribution of other aid to the Colonization
- Society. These counsellors could aot with sim-
ilar facilities and success, in inciting as a
pious work the testamentary emancipation of
dlaves, as did the priests in the middle and
dark ages of Europe, when inducing rich sin-
ners to smooth and pay their future, passage
tp heaven, by bequeathing their estates to the
church, or for other pious uses. Such eman-
cipations have been made to great amount,
and in many cases. And not only (in imme-
diate donations, to the personal loss of the
donors,) by the unquestionably benevolent
and pious, (however mistak.n in the direction
of their benevolence,) but also, in testamenta-
ry bequests, which cast nothing to the donors—
and sometimes the latter by some persons
whose lives and actions, both as men and
a8 masters, had indicated anything but piety,
benevolence, or a delicate sense of pro-
.priety—or even of just and geod treatment of
their slaves, or a decent regard for public
opinion in that respect.
. The American Colonization Society was es-
tablished in 1816. The first action of the
Board of Managers, and use of the first sub-
scribed funds, was to search out a proper site
for the designed colony, on  the west coast of
Africa. Some years were spent for this pur-
pose and other preparations. This was very
Judicious in intention, but, nevertheless, the
disasters to the first settlers, and the errors of
procedure, seemed not to have been lessened,
or at all guarded against, by this long prelimi-
nary preparation. The first shipment of em-
igrants was in 1820, After all the strength-
ening by subsequent supplies of settlers and aid
from the Society, and still more by the sup-
plies of money and necessaries by the Govern-
ment of the United States, the colony could

not possibly have existed through three years,
(and perhaps not three months,) but for the
defence and support afforded to it by United
States vessels of war, and military aid. It
had fortunately happened for the Society, and
its proposed colony, that a slave ship had no¢
long before been captured and carried into
the United States; and that under a law
enacted in 1819, the President of the United
States was directed to send all these and any
other recaptured Africans back to Africa
When this law was enacted, there remained
only about 30 of these recaptured Africans, to .
be returned.* By a most liberal and indul-
gent and illegal construction of this law, b
President Monroe, for the benefit of the Col-
onization Society, the whole appropriation of
$100,000, first and last, was permitted to be
used, through United States agents, for the
benefit of the Society’s colony. This was done
by means of a system of charges that deserve
no softer designation then the grossest and
then unprecedented fraud on the treasurys—
un_precegented then, but not since. The first
principal agent appointed by the President to
receive the Afiicans was aleo the agent of the
American Colonization Society, as his succes-
sors generally were; and he acted as if ex-
clusively the Society’s agent, in the lavish ex-
penditures made, nominally in preparing for
the future reception of 30 African®—but real-
ly for the benefit of the Colony and the objects
of the Society. The report of Amos Ken-
dall, 4th Auditor, in 1830, to the then Secre-
tary of the Navy, on this subject, says:

“In the simple grant of power to an agent
[by the act of 1819,] to receive recaptured ne«
groes, it requires broad construction to find
a grant of authority to colonize them, to build
houses for them, to furnish them with farm-
ing utensils, to pay instructors to teach them,
to purchase ships for their conveni:nce, to
buird forts for their protection, to supply
them with arms and ammunitions of war, to
enlist troops to guard them, or to employ the
army ot navy in their defence.”

All these things were done, as is afterwards
shown, under the pretext of receiving 30 Afri-
cans only—and not one of whom was even
embarked until long after these expenditures
had been going on. The circumstances and
charges, upon this pretext, are so monstrous,
that the enormity and eriminality of the
fraud on the treasury and the mation are like
to be smothered and forgotten in the ludicrous
sEpearnnce of the acts. The readers of the
cheats and thefts committed by a Scapin, or a
Scipio, can scarcely avoid being indulgent and *
favorable to the adroit and amusing rogues,
instead of gravely and equitably passing sen-
tence upon their acts, according to the dio-
tates of the statute book or the decalogue.

Long hefore even the first of the recaptured

*This is the number stated in Mathew Carey’s * Let-
ters on the Colonization 8ociety,”—(p. 10)—which pub-
lication is, as was its author, entirely favorable to the
So:lety. have not seen the number stated else~
where.
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Africans had been embarked from the United

tates, and much longaer before the larger
%ort,ion of the thirty had been sent, the first

nited States agent (the Rev. Samuel Bacon)
with an assistant agent, as the beginning of
his duties to receive recaptured Africans, went
out in 1820, in the first vessel (the Elizabeth)
that conveyed emigrant negroes from the
United States to begin the colony of Liberia.
This shipment of American born emigrants,
(u)nsistedp (according to the Fourth Auditor’s
repert) of thirty-three men, eighteen women,
snd thirty-seven children—eighty-eight in
all, All these, men, women, and children,
were received and rated, and wages and sup-
Bort charged for, as in the service of the

nited States, either as mechanics, laborers,
cooks, nurses, secamsiresses, or washerwomen,
for the thirty Afriean eavages then still re-
maining in tlZe United States, and which were
not to be sent to Africa until a much later time.
For the future reception of the same barbar-
ous and ignorant savage-, the agent took out
in the first ehip “a wagon, several wheelbar-
rows, ploughs, iron-work for a saw .and grist
mill, a fishing seine, and & variety of farming
implements.” There were also munitions of
war, “two six-pounders, with shot, one hun-
dred muskets with accoutrements, ten kegs of
common, and two of priming powder.” A
four-oared barge was carried from America,
and a schooner was subsequently purchased
et Sierra Leone. Notwithstanding the pre-
vious examinations of the country, and pre-
paratory information obtained, during three
previous years, through visiting agents, &e.,
these first emigrants had to settle temporarily
on Sherbro Island, which was found out sub-
sequently to be an extremely unhealthy
locality. There, the agent and his assistant
soon sickened and died, and most of the set-
tlers also soon after either died or removed to
other places. The provisions, stores, d&e.,
were mostly wasted or destroyed. (Fourth
Auditor’s report, 1830.)

Later, in 1820, another United States agent
was appointed, .and another assistant. The
new agent took out another shipment of emi-

ants for colonists, and also the first four
g)rnly) of the thirty recaptured Africans. Why
these only were taken, and the others again
left, does not appear. Thirty-eight emigrants,
men, women, aud children, were employed by
the agent ‘““to supply deficiencies among the
mechanics and laburers first sent out, caused
by death and dispersion.” The schooner be-
fore purchased by Mr. Bacon “being much
out of repair,” anothér was purchased ‘for
the use of the establishment.” Among the
numerous articles seut out in after time (under
Ashmun’s agency) there appear charged “ten
dozen [bottles of | porter, and ten gallons of
Madeira Wine.”-—(};;.)

“In May, 1822, the Secretary of the Navy
directed that ten liberated Africans should be
delivered to J. Ashmun, for transportation to
Africa, who also with these, took out fifteen
men, twelve women, and ten children [ Ameri-

N

can negroes] to be attached to the [United
States] agency.” “Ten liberated Africaus,’
sent out in 1823, were returned to their own
country, which was within forty or fifty miles
of the settlement.”—(13.)

In January, 1825, the Rev. J. Ashmun, the
then United States agent, and also governor
of the colony of Liberia for the Colonization
Society, in his former capacity, among no-
merous other expenses for the United States -
Government, reported—

“That he was proceeding to build & stone
pier at the landing: was about to build &
tower for defence; and by building and re-
Kairing had two boats transporting rice. He

ad organized a regular guhrd, and ‘enlisted
seven men for the service.” He had previouely
on his ration list two hundred persons, bué
they were then reduced to sixty-eignt. He
expected, however, to furnish rations for
about eighty. He had fifteen pieces of can~
non, three swivels, besides small arms. The
salaries and allowances of all the officers ap-
pointed, men enlisted, and persons employed
in these improvements, and eost of materfal;
were all charged to the U. States. The num-
ber of liberated Africans then under charge of
this formidable agency was fifteen.”—(Ib.)

It would be wearisome and siperfluous %o
copy even one-half of the monstrous charges
made against and paid by the United States
Government, and in some cases previously
authorized by the Secretary of the Navy.
The Fourth Auditor’s report says:

“Indeed it would be ditficult to imagine an
expenditure incident to the business of human
life, which is not in principle embraced in the
settlement heretofore made of the accounts of
the agents for the reception of liberated Af
ricans at Liberia.”

It will be enough to state the total expense
to 1880, the date of the report.

““The whole number of negroes transported
to Africa by the Government,” says the
Auditor, “according to the best information I
can collect, is less than two hundred and sixt;
The nJ»propriations for their support in t|
United States, transportation to Africa, and
superintendence there, have amounted W
$264,710. Every liberated negro has, there-
fore, cost the United States near [more than]
$1,000.”

But enormous as is this amount, it is only a
small part of the cost to the Government of
indirectly sustaining and defending and afford-
ing general and complete protection to the
negro colony of Liberia, even to the samp
early date of 1830. From the first settlement,
American vessels have frequently visited the
colony, and have rqmnineg long in the ports
or roadsteads—near the shore—and their
commanders thereby gave to the colony all
the great, even if entirely indirect, benegt of
the appearance of perfect alliance, or rather
of identity of nationality, of Liberia with the
United States, and of common action in wap,
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offensive and defensive, to the understanding
of the ignorant natives of the surrounding
tribes. In addition, in the war in which the
oblony was very early involved with the
umtives, there was much of direct military and
maval aid given from and by our naval force
an the coast, and by men landed therefrom—
dl the aid indeed that was required at the
time—and without which the colony would
have been speedily amd completely destroyed.
Men from tﬁe United States naval force built
and fortified a fort—joined with the colonists
in carrying on war, both offensive and-defen-
sive, with the (at first) hostile natives—and
aided Gov. Ashmun, (the Napoleon, or the
Jackson, of Liberia,) to make foreign conquests.
All the force of the United Statesships of war,
formerly irregularly but frequently visiting
Liberia, and for long times cruising just off
the coast—and all the force of the regular
squadron, carrying eighty guns, that has been
constantly attached to, and kept cruising near
the African coast, and in service since the
Ashburton treaty, in 1842, for the suppression
of the slave-trade—must have been necessarily
deemed by the natives as the force of a pow-
. @ful nation always engaged in guarding and
protecting Liberia. Thishasbeenthegreatand
effectual safeguard of the colony. The cost of
all this.aid and protection, or so much as was
designed for and essential to defend and
secure Liberia—and thus directed without
legal authority—is impossible to be estimated.
But it may be approached near enough, and
et within the certain limits of truth, to show
at the share of the Government of the
United Statesalone, in the cost-of establishing
Liberia, is much more than the colony is worth
in any mode of estimation whatever.*

The existence of these enormous abuses,
permitted to exist, unpunished and uncheck-
ed, for so long a-time, would alone be enough
to prove the great and dangerous influence
that the functionaries of the Colonization So-
diety, working at Washington, have been able
to exert over the public men, and the fune-
tionaries of the United States Government.

The colony ot Liberia has now existed for
thirty-nine years, if counting only from the
landing of the first eighty-six settlers in 1820.

* The value of such aids from the United States Gov-
ermment acknowledged by Gov, Ashmun, and which
aldshave since been 80 freely and often rendered by the
United Btates naval force, and also partly by the
British cruisers, may be inferred from the following
extracts from his letters to the S8ecretary of the Navy.
Qn November 22, 1822, just afier an attack by the then
hostile'natives on the colony, Mr. Ashmun wrote—

4 We expect another assault to be made on us in two
aor three days. The force is powerful in numbers,
poorly armed, and cowardly. Now, if a single vessel
of war luy in the road, all these hostile movements
would probably have been prevented.” [Again on the
same day.] *“'We can only resolve to stand, and wait
assistance [from the United States Government.] The

reaence of one vessel of war would deter them forever
m attacking the settlement.” -

From the same to the same, December 7, 1823 :

“We are at present reinforced by th|'?t.een men,
r‘n:‘lims, “'lll‘ile; t?e c?mﬂn:’nd (,)f a lM}()ishipman. be-

longing to his Britanuio esty’s ship Driver, provyis-
foned for six weeka,” pro

And if counting the, three previous years of
reparatory action, and of expenditures there-
y incurred, the colonization scheme has been

forty-two years in operation and progress..
Liberia, for more than eleven years, has been
declared and called an “independent Repub-
lic,” and is indeed a burlesque imitation of
what it i§ called. The functionaries and
advocates of the colony claim, in its pre-
sent position, the achievement of great and
unprecedented success; and that, in the natu-
ral advantages of the country, and in the
character and conduct of the colonists, there
exist the elements of far greater success to be
surely reached hereafter.  On the contrary, I
maintain that the colony has, throughout,
owed its support to the continual receipt of
alms and support from the people of the Uni-
ted Ktates through the Colonization Society—
that its very existence being continued has
been owing to the naval and military protee-
tion and to the other and illegal contributions
from the United States Government—and that
even with all these former aids, if they were
now withheld, Liberia, and all its civilization
and other supposed values, would disappear
within much less time than has been used to
nurse the Republic to its present feeble and
contemptible condition,*

*Not only has the colony been defended and sus-
tained by the arms and naval force of the United Sta
but also by the favor of the British government, an
even by the French government. During thé war
made by the natives on the colonists, in 1822, when the
latter had just before been in great peril, ¢ His Britan=
nic Majesty’s schooner Driver fortunately arrived fn
the harbor at this time, and the commander kindly of
fered his services as mediator, which were gladly ae-
cepted by both parties;” and the native princessigned
an engagement *‘to observe an unlimited truce with
the colony.”—(M. Carey, p. 13.) Besid.s this, and all
the other countenance and indirect support afforded
by the frequent presence of the British armed vessels
always cruising off the coast of Liberia, the British gov~
ernment has given to the * republic” an armed schoo-
ner, the Lark. completely equipped. The French gov-
ernment has also given 1000 muskets, and has promised
a vessel of war, to the present Liberian government.

The direct aid of the naval and military forces of the
United States, has been continued to the now inde-
pendent Republic of Liberia, of which the followi
case is copied from the “ African Repository” of 18?}
pp. 93,4, It was during a war with the natives.

“ The President [Roberts] himself. fearing another
attack on Bassa Cove, before reinforcements could be
ready to leave Monrovia, made application to Comy-
mander Pearson of the United States ship * Dale,®
then in the harbor, to take him to the scene of war;
and represented to him that the presence of his ship in
the harbor of Grand Bassa wonld very probably have
a tendencx to influence the natives from suother attack
before the arrival of the reinforcements. Commander
Pearson kindly met the wishes of the President, and
the next morning set sail for Grand Bassa, (distant
about sixty miles.) On the same day, a company of
seventy-five men properly srmed and equipped, eme
barked for the same place on board the Liberian Goy=
ernment schooner ¢ Lark.” The arrival of the Presie
dent in the harbor of Grand Bassa in the United States
ship Dale was very opportune. Grando and his allies
had contemplated another attack on Bassa Cove; bug
the presence of the American man-of-war, with the
President, and the reinforcements by the Lark, had
the effect of deterring them from their course.”

‘What distinction could the ignorant native chiefs
and tribes understand to exist between the milita
and naval power thatsentthe * Dale” and the *“ Lark,
and between the governments to which they respecte
ively belonged ?
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. But a mere past failure, however complete,
if acknowledged and abandoned, would not
be 80 bad as the actual and progressing con-
dition of things. I have exposed the system
of deception practised in regard to the objects
and policy of the Colonization Society in the
United States. A similar system of deception,
by concealment and suppression and perver-
sion of truth, even if not by intentional pub-
lication of direct falsehood, has characterized
the whole general purport of the official or
authorized publigations concerning the condi-
tion of Liberia. c&‘he most favorable and par-
- tial reports have been published of every
thing ; and when the dismal realities necessa-
rily came out in the course of time, each such
undeniable exposure was either pronounced
tobe but a particular and rare exception to the
rule of geueral success, or false excuses were
offered in mitigation. Thus the benevolent
masters have been deceived, and the free ne-
groes who had enough means for information
to know of the reported blessings of the coun-
try. The ignorant emancipated slaves, who
could only know the opinions of their deceiv-
ed masters, were made the victims of the de-
tion of some, and of the false confidence of
mers, whom they trusted and obeyed as be-
ing their best friends. I will proceed to ex-
e the measures and reveal the truth, and
to show the extent and the true causes of the
failure of this experiment of negro independ-
ence.

The progress and kind of immigration.—Alle-

ged prosperous condition of the colonists.

Let us now trace and compare the progress
and the success of the first avowed * exclusive
design” of the Colonization Society, the remov-
ing the nuisance of free negroes from the
United States, with the actual chief operation
of taking away slaves, to be converted to free
colonists of Liberia.

The earliest three successive shipments of
desjgned colonists were entirely of free ne-
groes. The same class supplied much the

greater number for years after. To January

1832, inclusive, making the fitst twelve years
of emigration, and the twenty-five first ship-
ments of erhigrants, there had been sent out
from the United States to Liberia 1,195 free-
born emigrants, and 536 slaves emancipated
for the punpose. In the next thirteen years.
to January, 1848, the free emigration was but
482, and the slave portion was 1,754. The
only full census table of Liberia affords full
information to the last named date only. But
from that to the present time, the free emigra-
tion has continued to be very small, and the
amancipation and emigration of slaves gener-
ally has increased in proportion to the decline
of the other. The free negro emigrants may be
safely inferred to have been the best of their
class—which, low and degraded as it is in
general, containg some few individuals who
are worthy and useful members of society.
These, the industrious, thrifty, and respecta-
ble—especially those who had acquired some

?roperty and education—would most senoiblx
eel the degradation of their position, an
would be most readily prompted by ambition
to seek the great advautages which, they were
romised by the Colonization Society, would
e found by colonists in Liberia. The most
destitute of the free negroes could not emi-
grate, for want of pecuniary means; and the
most ignorant and degrgded of them have
never been induced to form the wish, and
make the effort, even if they had known of
and believed all theinducements falsely urged.
In addition, in the earlier years, while the fa-
vorable reports of the colony were generally
believed, tgere were more persons willing to
emigrate than could be taken care of; and the
agents of the Society, very properly, chose the
best subjects for colonists, either in reference
to their character and habits, or their means
for support, or for bothe The few emigrants
who had purchased their freedom, by that
very action, proved their superior worth of
character. And the same general rule, with
some modifications, applies to the slaves eman-
cipated for emigration to Liberia. They were
mostly selected by their benevolent masters
for their good conduct; and if not so in every
individual case, at least as to heads of fami-
lies; and the v.cious and worthless must have
been generally excluded. It is to be presumed
that none of the vicious adults, or those other-
wise supposed to be bad subjects for coloniza-
tion, would have been offered by their mas-
ters, and friends of the Society, or accepted
by the agents to receive emigrants. For these

‘|| reasons, it may be safely assumed, that the

settlers of Liberia, throughout, whether pre-
viously slaves or free, were generally among
the best of their respective classes, and also
of the whole negro race, and of the portion
previously the most improved, by the only
great means for their considerable improve-
ment, slavery to masters of a superior race.
Further, the fact should not be overlooked
that many of the free negroes, (as usual of
that class, and especially in towns,) were of
mixed race, having from one-fourth to three-
fourths of white blood, and of course possese-
ing in as large proportion the ordinary meas-
ure of intellect, energy, and other superior
qualities of the white race. It is probable
that almoest every one of the few cages that
have oceurred in Liberia of acts or efforts,
and of intellectual qualities far superior, and
apé)enring in strong contrast, to the general
order, the individuals so elevated in mental
ualities above the mass, were more nearly
allied to the white than to the black race.
The Colonization Society at first professed,
as its main and great and even “exclusive” ob-

ject—and on that ground the Society was fa-

vored and aided by upholders of the institu~
tion of slavery—the removal of the evil and
nuisance of the free negro population from
the United States. That operation, as has
been shown, has been effected to but a very
small extent as it regards numbers—and, in the
mode and selection of emigrants, rather to the
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loss than the gain of our country—and
whether it was for our gain or loss, the emi-
gration from this class has greatly declined,
and is nearly at an end. -

On the other hand, the operation which had
been Jenied by the Colonization Society as
being designed or sought, that of promoting
the emaneipation of slaves, has already be-
come far more extensive than the other—and
is extending more and more in numbers, and
increasing the excess of the evil over the sup-
posed good work of the Sociéty. It has al-
ready nearly become a power operating almost
exelusively for the -emancipation of slaves,
The means used for inducing sich emancipa-
tions have already been adverted to. The ef-
fects are of more importance. Every slave
thus emancipated and removed is a loss to the
owner and to the commonwealth of the full
nett value of lis labor—and labor is the
greatest want of the agriculture of Virginia,
and of all the southern States. But there is
still a much worse effect. The statements (of
the benefit of accepting freedom, and of en-
joying it in Liberia,?used to induce reluctant
slaves to accept the offered boon, are not
confined to the first auditors, but are commu-

nicated, with amplifications, to all the neigh-.

boringslaves. Every statement designed, and
most effective, to makea particular slave de-
sirous to accept his offered freedom, must be
a3 much caleulated, (and, indeed, is so design-
ed for the particular case,) to render him dis-
satisfied with his then condition of slavery—
and thence to view as a previous wrong to
him the conditions with which he had been
contented before. Such lessons, when design-
od to operate on one individual, and even
without having direct effect on that one, may
reach hundregs of others, to the injury of
their contentment, and their worth as laborers
and slaves. Much worse are such operations
and results, when, (as is now not uncornmon,)
& number of slaves are emancipated by the
master’s testamentary bequest, but are held to
labor still for some years later, either to pro-
vide funds for their removal to and their es-
tablishment in Liberia, or for any other pur-
pose. The necessary consequences of such
cases are that the prospectively freed slaves
become disobedient, lazy, and worthless, and
their condition, présent and expectant, and
their teachings, (derived immediately or re-
motely from the false information and delusive
reasoning of colonization agents and publica-
tions,) serve to spread error and discontent
among all the neighboring slaves—each of
whom will understand that the boon of free-
dom has been bestowed on, and all the bless-
ings of the Liberian paradise promised to his
fellows because it was their just due—and
will correctly infer that: it is not less his right
than theirs. In the recent testamentary
emancipation of the deceased G. W. Custis’
slaves, (about three hundred in number,)
which is to take place after they shall have
been kept in bondage for five years longer,
the whoﬁa market value of these slaves is not

greater than will be the amount of loss incur-
red in their continued limited service, and of
the damage of the example on all the elaves
of the surrounding country. An instance of :
the first of these effécts has recently been
published in the newspapers of a notable case
of colonization philanthropy. The slaves
emancipated by the will of McDonough, of
Louisiana, nearly all males, and mechanics, or
otherwise of unusual value, having still te
serve for a term of years before being sent to
Liberia, forthwith became so 'worthless that
they did not earn enough to pay the expenses
of supporting them; and the commissioners,
having the estate in charge, desire to give up
the slaves, to immediate emancipation, to pre~
vent greater loss that would be incurred in
retaining them at labor as slaves.® "

Such are some of the evils to the State, n_nd
to the remaining slaves. Let us now inquire
whether there are compensating benefits of
the system of as much amount, that enure to
the emigrants to Liberia, the special objects of
colonization philanthropy.

First, the free negroes have already for
themselves answered the-question in the neg- -
ative, by their general and obstinate refusal to
emigrate to Liberia, since the earlier times of
colonization, and since they have learned gen-’
eral facts, and also reports from previous col-
onists, of tenor very different from the former
publications of the Colonization Society.
There is a standing appropriatien of thelegis-

*¢“The New Orleans ¢ Bulletin’ calls attention to the
eighty-six negroes belonging to the MeDonough estate.
Bry the will of McD. they w==" ‘-~ he sent to Liberia
a
he
te:
re

i

at
B:
Y.(

i
ca _
the preliminaries, for consumma: _
purposes of the testater.” . )

In addition to the large number qof slaves emanci-
pated by McDonough for Liberia, he bequeathed to
the American Colonization Society an annuity of rents,
estimated at $25,000 a year for forty years—which will
amount to $1,000,000. For the accomplishment of this
great philanthropio object, and for its renown, the rich
bestower of the legacy left his near relatives in penury,
has‘consigned his much favored slaves to misery and
final barbarism or extinction, and has damaged the in-
terests of his country as much as could be by any equal
waste or misdirection of as large an amount of property..

“MoRE VIRGINIA BLavES EMANorpaTED.—Isaac N,
Robertson, of Charlotte county, Va., who died a few
days since, emancipated all his negroes, numbering
one hundred. He also divided hisremaming property
among them, for their removal to Liberia or a Free
Btate. This is the third case of wholesale emancipa-
tion in that State that has been announced within two

hs. Inonei ninety-two were set free, and
in gliz 4)>t.her, seventy-five.” (African Repository, 1857,
p. 316.) *
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lature of Virginia, from which there is author-
ity to pay $50 to theState Colonization Soci-
ety for every free negro who will emigrate to
Liberia. The Jaw is almost a dead letter, for
want of subjeets that will accept the offered
bounty.* Scarcely a free negro will willingly
leave his early home, and the neighborhood
and guardianship of white men, (badly as he
is'sometimes treated by them,) to enter a ne-
community, to be ruled by men of his
own color. If all the free negroes of Virginia
were compelled to choose between emigrating
to Liberia, or te be sold to the highest bidder,
into perpetual slavery, three-fourths of them,
at least, would deliberately choose the latter
alternative. . -
Next as to the slaves emancipated as colo-
nists, Ifthe accounts published by direction
or authority of the Colonization Society, and
its zealous friends, are to be believed, it was
very rare, and to some of the reporters impos-
sible, to find any colonist, of either class, who
was discontented with his then situation, or
who would be willing to leave the colony,
and return to America. Enough of such tes-
timony will be added-below, to establish this
position of my argument. .
.&];:‘.oxlnot from report of Capt. Kennedy, U. 8. N.,

“ Under these impressions, [very unfavorable to the
condition and prosperity of the colony] therefore, I
commenced my inguiries with great caution. I sought
out the moet shrewd and intelligent of the colonists,
many of whom were personally known to me, and. by
long and wary conversations, endeavored to elicit from
them any dissatisfaction with thelr situation, if uny ex-
isted. or any latent desire to return to their native
country. Neither of these did I observe. On the con-
trary, I thought I could perceive thatthey considered
that they had started with a new existence, &c.”

Bixteenth Annual Report of Colonization Society,
says: ‘ The intelligent master of the ship James Per-
kins, ¢did nothear, while at the colony, a discontented
expression from any one,’ but found ¢ all with whom he
oconversed, apparently happy and pleased both with
the country and government.”

Extract_of letter from Capt. Abels, of emigrant
sthooner Margaret Mercer, February, 1832:

% On the 14th of December, I arrived [in leeria.i
All the colonists appeared to be in good health, Al
my expectations [manifestly sanguine] inregard to the
agpect of things, the health, harmony, contentment, in-
dustry, and general prosperity of the settlers were
more than realized.” “ Among all I conversed with,
1 did not find a discontented person, or hear one ex-

ess a wish to return to America. I saw no in-

mperance, nor did I hear a profane word uttered by
any one.” “Most of the settlers appear to be rapidly
acquiring property, &c.”

*Mathew Carey (a thrrough friend and partiz-n of
the scheme, in his “ Letters on Colonization,” 1832,)
saild — The p ge [of al ['1 to Liberia] is
at present calculated as about $20, and the expense
for the maint of eac! ig for six th
[in Liberla} at about $15: making in all $85.” This
was the estimate made and offered as one of the pre-
mises to urge the gradual transportation of all the
free negroes, or of all the negro inhabitants of the
United 8tates, and adfﬁl.ed by Mr. Clay, in his calcu-
1ation before quoted. tterly and now, other objects
being in view (to get a8 much money as possible from
Government,) it is made a subject of complaint that
the $50 offered by the State of Virginia, to the Colont-
mation Society of Virginia for every free negro (of any
age) conveyed to Liberia, is toolittle to defray the ex-
g:nseﬂml the appropriation is therefore asserted to

inoperative, and of no value. :

The Rev. Mr. Rockwell. s chaplain of the U. 8. N.,
in a public address delivered in Richmond, Virginis,
and published in the *“ African Repository,” 1687—

“Btated that he found the people universally con=
tented. Ibe asked many if they did not wish to retafh
to live in the United Btates; and in all cases received
a negative answer, At length he found an afflicte
mot' er, who had been reared asa house servant
one of the best families of a neighboring State. 8he
went to Africa a few yearsesinee with her two childzem,
leaving her husband in t"is country. Oune of her chile
dren she had committed to the grave, and one only
was left. Here said Mr. R. I thought I had found the
person for whom [ had been looking—one who would
choose to retarn to this country.’ But he was disap-

inted. This woman in her affliction, dependant on

er labor for subsistence and for the support of her
surviving child, would by no means be willing to »e-
turn to this country as her home.”

Dr. Goheen, physician to the Methodist mission Ja
Liberia, wrote. (August, 1838

“ 1 have inquired diligently, and 1 have yet the first
man to find who would leave Liberia for a residence
in America, on any terms.,”

“If well built houses, tables farnished with the
necessaries, and some of the luxuries of life: dresses,
comfortable and ffShionable, and good farms in the
country, furnish proof of families being above wan!
then are those in Greenville above want. I did n
see, nor did I hear of one, even one, that was poor in
the comm:n acceptation of that word.”—Rev. Eli Bald,
(African Repository,) p. 88, 1858,

Such reports in particular cases, however
false and deceptions, may have been made in
good faith by the reporters. If they were
naval officers, or other as hasty vieiters and
observers, they could easily be directed to
converse with and to inquire of chosen and
fortunate persons, who would concur in giving
favorable answers. It is certain, however,
that many colonists are discontented, and
many would rejoice to leave, if they were
able to pay their passage, or were not top
lazy to earn as much, even if to return to their
former slavery.*

It would, indeed, be very strange if thers
were such perfect and general contentment in
a colony which, though settled by families,
with fair proportions of men, women, and
children—and all well fed and nursed, and
cared for, during six months, and then provi-
ded with enough of fertile land—after thirty-
nine years of successive immigrations and
settlement, with all the increase by birtha,
does not now contain as many inhabitants, by
more than two thousand, as there have been
actual and abiding immigrants and settlerg!
Gradual and successive colonization durin
thirty-nine years, for births, should be equd
to the average of nineteen and a half. Now
if all the ten thousand emigrants, (in round

*All the slaves of John Watson, sixty-six in mum-
ber, were emancipated by his will, and shipped to
Liberla, in 1857, with a liberal allowance of money to
each one. Two of them, who only had not spent
money, paid their passage by the earliest vessel to the -
United States, which vessel was bound to Baltimore,
Thence they travelled under great difficulties, and
danger of being arrested as runaway slaves, to their for-
mer home in Prince Edward county, Virginia. There,
as they expected and desired, they were again enslaved,
being sold for that purpose at public anction, and were
bought by the peisons whom they preferred as their.
masters. They reported that many others of their
former fellow-slaves would have been glad to accom=
pany them, but for the want of money to pay their way
to Virginia, :
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numbers) had been slaves in Virginin, fornine-
‘teen and a half years, and with the usual
dhances here of good or bad treatment, and of
Living and dying, their number now livin
would undoubtedly be doubled, or increase
to twenty thoteand—whereas, free in Liberia,
with all their numerous bounties and bless-
ings of abundance, they are reduced to 80001*
- In a conversation which, not long since, 1
held with a distinguished and well informed ad-
vocate, and zealous functionary, of the colo-
mization cause, I asserted that the actual emi-
grants would have been happier if remaining
a8 glaves in Virginia than as free in Liberia.
To my surprise, the gentleman assented readi-
ly and entirely to my opinion. When I asked
what then were the grounds for his (or others)
advocating the eolonization scheme and action,
when the emigrants were expected to suffer
by their change, he answered that the great
benefit in view was not fom the emigrants
themselves, but for the native inhabitants, in
converting them to Christianity. This would,
indeed, be a great good to the savages—the
fraition of which, however, to much extent,
#nd by such means, I more than distrust. But
if, indeed, itis admitted (as certainly it is true,)
that the average amounts of happiness, and
of life, of the poor emigrants are to be les-
gened for the better ehance of the souls’ sal-
wation of the savage Africans, it would be but
fair so to instruct the chosen instruments of
the pious work. But when, as heretofore,
they are inveigled and seduced to emigrate to
Liberia, by delusive representations.of their
own prospective and worldly advantage and
gain, they are made blind and deluded vie-
tims to (supposed) self-interest, instead of be-
‘ing-voluntary and glorious martyrs who offer
their lives for the spreading of the Christian
religion among heathens. If they were in-
formed truly of the great object of their emi-
gration, and then consented thereto, the per-
ishing emigrants would indeed be truly mar-
tyrs. But, in that case, it is probable that as
few negroes would seek this glorious and hol
life and .death, as there would be of their ad-
visers who would themselves go, instead of
sending others to earn the crown of martyr-
dom.

Mokt persons who have had opportunities
‘of hearing from individual colonists, settled
for some length of time in Liberia, cannot
have failed to know of casesof discontent and
complaint, and of alleged suffering for want
of necessaries—and of frequent begging claims
addressed to the kindness and charity—and
sometimes strong appeals to the justice—of
their former master or mistress, to whom the
were indebted for their freedom and their
misery. If all the recipients of such diea-
greeable information, and urgent requests for
relief, would permit them to be published, they

€The later statements of Mr. Cowan. (for 1858)
which will be cited hereafter, will show the decrease of
&)ﬁlauon to be much greater, and therefore the case

80 much the etronger for evidence and argument,
than I had preylously stated, as gbove,

would probably make:as large & voluma, ag
would all the evidence heretofore published
of the, comfort, contentment, an
of the colonists.* The causes of these mors-
tifying results, I hasten to admit, are nok
beeause the soil and climate do not offer rich
and bountiful productions to labor. Iascribe
them mainly to the natural® peculiarities, and
defects of the negro mind and characters
Such results aze inevitable. to the true negro
in a state of freedom, and in the absence of all
compulsory guidance and direction of a race
of superior intelleot. Of this more hereaften
From the beginning to this time, almost
évery report and statement concerning Libe-
ria, and the results of the operations of the
Colonization Society, have proceeded from the
employed functionaries, or zealous and preju-
diced (or deccived) friends of the Society.
The subjeét has not been enough attractive to
induce full examination and investigation by
impartial and qualified persons, or by those.
who were otherwise than friendly to the
scheme. The communications of private colo-
nists to their friends in the United States were
not likely to proceed from the most ignorant,
who are the most numerous, and who would
usually be the greatest sufferers. Others, if
qualiﬁ);d to make their voices heard abroad,
yet, by their superior intelligence and position,
probably were enabled to derive profit to
themselves by means of the very oircumstan-
ces which served to depress and ruin the great- .
er number of. their fellows. At all events
after an emigrant had settled in Liberia, and
became ever so dissatisfied, it would be very
difficult for him to return to the United States,
even if having property. If without property
or money, in hand, it would be impossible.

*The following exiract of a letter, of this character
is inserted, because it has already been published, and

‘also for the following notable facts. The letter is frgm

a minister of the gospel, and a preacher to those who
pay no other preacher, (as the Missionary. Bocieties of
this country_pay for the support of all the churches,)
and who, long a free man, in this plentiful country,
writes to ask charitable contrbutions from slaves !

“ GRAND OaPE MoNT, LIBERIA
* August 5th, 1858,
* . * * * *

“The times are so hard here that we have hard
work to get along, and this makes me that I am obliged
to beg you all'alittle. I wish you to have this letter
read in all the Baptist Churches and try and send me
a little help. I want an over-coat and some shoes No,
11. I would also bewery glad to receive any thing tha}
any of my friends may have to spare such as Clothes,
Tobacco or Provisions, and [ hope that you will re-
member the aged servant of the Lord, and what is given
tothe poor is lent unto the Lord. Give my bestrespects

and love to all the Christian Brothers and Sisters and .

all my enquirin}z friends. Please let me Lear from yon

by the return of the M, C. Stevens, and you will greatly

oblige your Father. Pray for me that I may prove

faithful until death. Your Father, :
. “MOSES DENT.»

“ Persons unacquainted with the facts can hardly be
aware of the extent of contributions at the Africasn
churches in this city, Not long since $218 was raised
at one church, to assist friends who have gone to Li-
beria. Only think of it—slaves sending & part of thefr
surplus earnings to h:,l.{) to feed and clothe fres per-
sons,”-—(African Repository, 1857.). . :

succesg -
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And all who were thus tied to the colony
would have some interest to serve in striving
to induce as many others as possible to come
€o share their fate, and, in some way, to alle-
viate their sufferings. Every new emigrant
would either bring money \to spend, or have
+ants to be supplfed by purchases from the
older settlers, and to be paid for by the boun-
[? and funds of the Colonization Society.

very provident and thrifty colonist in the
neighborhood might count upon profiting by
the expenditures of and for every new immi-

rant—and even the most thriftless would

ope to gain something in the general scram-
ble for these foreign supplies to the colony.
Hence, even as to individuals who know and
might tell the truth of Liberia, there are
enough reasons why nothing should be heard
by the public from the far greater nurhber—
and that, of those who speak ‘to the publie,
the statementa should be eulogistic and exag-
gerated of the natural advantages of the
country, and of the progress and success of
the colony. Further, almost all the printed
agcounts have appeared in the only petiodi-
cal publieation in Liberia, the ¢Liberia He-
rald,” (which has lately stopped,) and which
‘'was the organ, and I believe also the L)roperty
of the Liberian Government—or in the “Afri-
can Repository” published in Washington,
which is certainly the property and the o
gan of the Colonization Society. Of course
whatever is admitted into the pages of this
publication must be understood to be what
the managers of the American Colonization
Society a;:rrove, and choose shall go to the

public, and design to be believed. And cer-
tainly nothing would there appear (if pos-
aible to be awoided,) that woul ll))e injurious,

or otherwise than favorable, to the condition
of the colony, or the operations and designs
of the managers of the Society. Therefore,
ig effect, the affairs of Liberia, throughout,
have been as much concealed from the public,
a8 if, for this purpose, the Colonization Socie-
ty had been able to enforce and to exercise
a8 strict a censorship of both the American and
European press, in regard to Liberia, as the
Eresent despotic Emperor of France does for
is own subjects and dominions. " All the re-
ligious newspapers and most of all other kinds,
have been advocates of the Society and its
colony. And of the few editors who were in-
different or careless, or even distrustful of and
.opposed to the Society, it was rare that one
ublished any opposing notice, or charge,
}:est its insertion might offend the friends of
the Society. Forits friends only paid attention
to the subject, or cared whether any publica-
tion was favorable or unfavorable to the So-
ciety and its scheme,
The. consequent wide diffusion of exaggera-
ted or false statements, and the successful sup-
ression of unfavorable truth, served for a
Emg time to continue the emigration of free
negroes. But the truth of the deplorable suf-
ferings, or later condition, of the precedin
cqlonists, was at last obliged to leak out, an

be admitted ; and these volun emigrationa

diminished in consequence, until they have'

almost cessed. But this deficiency was much
more than compensated (to anti-slavery views)
in the greatly increased number of slaves
emancipated for emigration. These, of courss,
had no information ex the erroneous
views of their kind but deluded masters, de-
rived from colonization agents and publica-
tions—and had no free-will or cheice in their
destination. They could not have refused to
go to Africa, as nearly all would have wished
to do, without aleo refusing the emancipatian
offered on that condition. » Even sush free-
dom has been positively and persistently re-
jected by many to whom it was offered—and
would have been by all, but for the delusive
representations made, by and through their
deceived owners, to attract the consent and
inclinations of these ignorant and deceived
victims of false philanthropy. Such has been
the working of the colonization scheme. The
free negroes and mulattoes that have been in-
duced to emigrate were mostly of that small
portion of their class who were valuable mem=
bers of Society, for their good conduct and
character, industry and thrift. Almost nons
of the worthless of that class have been re-
moved—or even if they were desired, could
be persuaded to emigrate. Thus, while the
promised general benefit of the emigration of
free negroes has been too small to be worth
consideration—and has been so conducted as
to do much more harm than good to our
country, in the actual emigration—the much
greater effect has been to induce the emancis
pation and removal of slaves—all of which
are greatly needed in Virginia, and in all the
South, for labor, and the total loss of which
portion is a costly infliction upon the agrir
cultural and general prosperity of the whols
community. From 1820 to 1848, the whols
number of emigrants, from the United States
to Liberia, (according to the official reports,
amounted to 4,454, of which only 1,687 ha
been previously free, (censns of 1843,) 2,290
were emancipated to emigrate—and 97 had
obtained their freedom by purchase, Of this
whole number of emigrants, 4,454, (to 1843,)
Virginia alone had supplied 1,649, of which
only a small proportion had been previously
free. To the close of 1856, the whole numbes
of emigrants to Liberia was 10,502, including,
a8 1,000, the emigrants to the at first separate
Maryland colony, at Cape Palmas, which sincs
has been annexed to Liberia. Of the total of
emigrants, 9,602, to and inclusive of 1857, and
excluding the 1,000 at Cape Palmas, 8,670
were born free, 5,600 were emancipated to
emigrate, and for 326 their freedom was
bought. (African Repository.) The emigrants
from Virginia alone, to 1856, amounted te
3,315, nearly all the additions since 1843
being of emancipated slaves.

The general results, to the present time, are,
that the former colony and the now so-called
“Republic” of Liberia, is established indepen-

dent of all foreign power, except of the still
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veally directing and truly parental influence
‘of the Colonization Society. But it isnot yeta
mlf-supporting community or country, as both
continued alms and guardianship con-
tributed from the United States, are es-
amtial to the existence of the Republic. The
g’uul results of the colony, as averred by
¢_Colonization Society and its agents and
publications, constitute an eminent success, to
which the world has previonsly shown no
persllel or equal. On the contrary, to all
who will take any care to examine, 1t will be
martifest, that the whole scheme has been a
“delusion and a snare” in its operation and
progress—and still more a failare when eon-
gidered in detail, and with reference to the
great and true advantages, and means for
success, which the eountry really offers for oc-
aupants capable of making use of these ad-
vantages. I will proceed to cite, and to com-
ment upon, the grounds for expented succees
asserted by the publieations of the Coloniza-
tion Society—to admit what is true, and, so
far as known, to expose what was false in
these alleged advantages—and aleo in the
long withheld and finally reluctantly admit-

ted obstacles to: more successful progress; or |

oauses of failure of the promised results of the
Colonization Society and its colony.

The actual condition of Liberia—and results
of negro independence.—The true causes.

If the full statistics of the Society and its
colony were accessible, my desired exposition
end argument might be but little more in ex-
tent than a few pages of tables and figures,

resenting statistics of expenses, population,
ﬂbors, products, &e., for the different years,
and showing the comparative progress of the
oolony. And, if so provided with materials,
my conclusions thence drawn would be as
certain and as clear as any results of arith-
metical statement or calculation. But, un-
fortunately for the cause and establishment
of truth in this case, though the materials for
such statigtics are in existence, and eould easily
he farnished by the authorities of the Goloni-
zation Society, they are not open to the pub-
lic in any complete and available form. The
anly mode to obtain such materials, by one
not authorized to call for them, would be the
laborious search through all the voluminous
mass of documents published by ot for the
American Colonization Society, and the State
and other auxiliary societies, through the
forty-two years of operations. Neither these
entire publications nor any large connected
portion of the series, are within my reach—
and I have in vain sought to obtain, and
from the supposed best sources, the few general
tems of statistics, as to income of the Society,
population, births, and deaths, exports and
1mports, public revenue and expenses, &c., of
the colony—which would furnish unquestion-
able indieations of the well or ill-doing, or
snecess, or failure, of Liberia. I have been
enabled to obtain only a few and fragmentary

parts of the reports and other documents of

the Society and of the colony—and ever%
thing to which I have had ‘access, and whic|
I have to use, andshall rely upon as authority
in matters of statistics, is either in statements
of the authorities of the Society, or of ‘tHg
colony, or publications authorized by one or
the other, and of writings of warm friends and
advocates of the scheme. This latter disad~
vantagée to my argument would still exist,
even if every record and publication were open
and accessible, and their matter digested, and
arranged. For there has scarcely ever aps
peared, from any respected authority or
source, any publication of statistical facts, ox
any argument founded thereon, in opposition
to the Colonization scheme, or its success in
Liberia. Every such opposing matter, o2
charge, that I have seen, was quoted and enw
braced in the reply thereto by some friendy
and published by the Society or its agents as
satisfactory and triumphant refutation. There-
fore, not only all my statistical facts and
premizes, but also nearly all the*written tes-
timony that Ishall adduce, have been gathered
from such publications as the Colonization
Society, or its agents and thorough advocates,
have approved, and thought proper to pub-
lish. Tt is often from the words of designed
and direct approval, and highly wrough$
eulogy, that I am enabled, indirectly, to de:
duce materials sufficient for full condemnation:
There are, however, two publiec docaménts;
which, though also of matter selected and
compiled by functionaries or friends of the
Society, and consequently as favorable to its
cause, at least, as truth would permit, would
be all that could be desired for my objeet, if
they were of late date. But neither embraces
any thinglater than 1843. One is a collection
of “tables showing the number of emigranig
and recaptured Afrieans sent to the colony of .
Liberia,” &e., &e. The other is a voluminous
collection of various decuments in relation t®
Liberia, appended to, and accompanying 8
report (of 1846) to the House of Representa~
tives by Mr. Kennedy, of Maryland, and which
‘was designed to be entirely favorable (as
certainly was the reporter and compiler) tp
the Colonization Society and its policy. is
collection extends to 1086 pages—and the
mere publication of this document alone, musé
have added a large item to the expenses of
Government incurred for the benefit of the
Colonization Society. For mearly all latér
facts, and some earlier than these two doou-
‘ments, T am indebted to some recently chanee-
acquired and broken sets of numbers of the
“ African Repository,” which periodical pub- .
lication is the property, organ, and mouth-
piece of the American Colonization Society.
From these different souraes of information,
I will ‘proceed to show what has been sat
forth by the Colonization Society, amd ita’
agents and friends (and always published by
the Society, or in its organ, the African Re-
pository,) of the great fertility and produe-
tivenees of the soil of Liberia, of the compara-

tive healthfulnessof the climate, and the other



T T e | T — —————

18

natural advantages of the country—the com-
fort and happiness of the colonists, and the
oertain means for the welfare and success of
those invited by these statements to emigrate
end become colonista; The different subjects,
g0 far as they arg kept distinet by the writers
uoted, will) be presented in order—thopih
ifferent subjects are often referred to in the
same passage.
First, as to the fertility and productions of
the country, and available comforts and profits
of its settlers and cultivators:

From memorial of the Colonization Society
o Congress:

¢ At length, the agents of the Colonization
Bociety were enabled to effect the purchase of
an extensive territory at the mouth of Mont-
seradoriver * * * and there the colony
has been established. The soil is fertile, the
land elevated nearly one hundred feet above
the sea, the climate as healthy as any in
Africa.” |

Extracts from *“ Address of the colonists to
their colored brethren in the United States,”
a publication circulated by the Colonization
Bociety, September, 1827 :

“THe soil is not exceeded in fertility or pro-
ductiveness, when properly cultivated, by any
soil in the world. The hills and plains are
oovered by perpetual verdure. The produc-
tions of the svil go on through the year, with-
out intermission.” ‘“We have no dreary
winter here, for one-half the year, to consume
the productsof the other half. Nature is * * *
constantly pouring her treasures, all the year
round, into the lap of the industrious.”

Rev. Mr. Ashmun, (United States agent and
.80 Governor of Liberia,) quoted by M. Carey:

“For beauty and fertility, the country is
surpassed by none in the world.” * * *
"H)le original growth is exuberant, and the
soil a rich, deep, and loose loam, entirely des-
titute of stones, exhibiting in some places a
prevalence of sand, and in others of fat clay—

it all about equally productive.”

The Rev. Mr. Ashmun also reported that
the whole country between Cape Mount and
Tradetown is rich in soil, and capable of sus-
taining & numerous and civilized :population,
beyond almost any country on earth. * * *
“The country directly on the sea, although
werdant and fruitful to a high degree, is found
everywhere to yield in both these respects to
the interior” |at the distance of a very few
amiles from seaboard, as explained in connec-
tion.

‘Fr:tlm the same * Address of the Colonists ”
ambodied in the41th Annual Report, 1828, of
the Managers of the Colonization Society :

“ A more fertile soil and a more productive
epuntry, so far as it is cultivated, there is not
we believe, on the face of the earth. Even
the natives of the country, almost without

" “farming tools, without skill, and with very
little labor, make more gruin and vegetables

than they can consume, and often more than
they can sé¢ll. Cattle, swine, fowls, ducks,
goats, and sheep, thrive without feeding, un(i
require no other care than to keep them from
straying. Cotton, coffee, indigo, and the s+’
gar-cane, are all the spontaneous growths of
our forests, and may be cultivated at pleasure,
to any extent, by all who are disposed. The

same may be said of rice, Guinea corn
;dhourra. millet, and too many species of
ruits and veégetables tobe enamerated.” Yet

the same report adds, ‘Agriculture, it must
be confessed, has received too little attention.
The reasons for this are found in the perples'
ed and difficult circumstances of the early set-
tlers; the unfavorable nature of the lands of
the Cape [Montserado, the earliest place of
permanent settlement]; the habite of many
who first emigrated, acquired by their long
residence in our large cities, and the ignorance
of all the modes of cultivation best adapted o
the climate and productions of Africa; the
necessity of employing time in the erection of
houses and fortificatione; and above all, the
strong temptation to engage in the very pro-
fitable trade of the country.”

“Truly we have a goodfy heritage; ‘and if
there is any thing lacking in the character
and condition of the people of this colony, it
never can be charge(f) to the account of the
country; it must be the fruit of our own mis
management, or slothfulness, or vices.”

“The agricultural habits of the present oe-
cupants of this tract [the lands on the St
Paul’s river] concur with the advantages of
their situation in affording promise of success
to their exertions. Nothing, says the colonial
agent, but circumstances of the most extraow
dinary nature, can prevent them from making
their way directly to respectability and abun-
dance.”

The colonial agent, Dr. Mechlin says:

“For fertility of soil, and the facilities for
procuring articles of trade and subsistence, I
know of no place withinour limit¢ that ean
compare with the country in the vicinity of
St. John's river.” (17th Col. Report.)

Dr. James Hall (an agent sent opt to ex-
amine and report facts, and also a munificent
benefactor to the colony, in 1842 says:

“ With regard to the fertility of the soil, it
is unequalled in richness, and a{uudantly pro-
ductive of all the great variety of tropical
fruits and vegetables, and of thé most valuable
staples of export in the world.”

The next following passages occur in a -
pamphlet called * Information about Liberia,*
published and widely ciroulated by order of
the Ameérican Colonization Society, and which
also was reprinted in the African Repository:

“The soil of Liberia, like that of other
countries, varies in appearance, quality, and
productiveness. . There is, however, no very
poor land in Liberia; and most of it is very
rich, not surpasaed: perhaps by any other
country in the world.” .
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“Amopng the numerous agricultural praduets
of Liberia, we may spec‘i‘g'ru exportable ar-
ticles, rice, coffee, cotton, sugar, arrow root,
ginger, pepper, and ground-nuts, all of which
can be raised in quantity and quality not sur-
pessed by similar products in any other part
of the world.” ) .

¢Jt requires no sagacity to forsee that, at
the end of half a century from its foundation,
Liberia will present a far greater array of
population and wealth than did Virginia in
the same period.” .

“Domesticated animals of every necessary
kind, and in any required number, may be
raised with much less trouble and expense
than in this country [the United States]—such
a8 beeves or bullocks, cows, sheep, goats,
swine, &e.” .

“To the industrious agriculturist therefore
Liberia, offers an inviting home—a home in
which the necessaries, and many of the luxu-
ries of life may be produced with much less
labor than in this country.” ’

The Rev. John Seys wrote in 1856, in the
African Repository—

“There is no finer country in the world for
sugar-cane than Liberia. This I said twenty
years ago, in public places everywhere, and
every day demonstrates the truth of my say-
ing. Messrs. Jordan, Richardson, Blackledge,
and others, have acres upon acres of cane, and
such cane as no one of fifteen West India is-
lands T have been in, can excel.”

The great exaggerations of sundry of these
-statements, an?ig. of many others like them
which might be added—whether owing to ig-
norance, or want of correct information, in all
the first writers, or to design with some of them
who were better informed—have all served
to do their part in the general work of decep-
tion practised on the dupes and victime of the
colonization echeme. But, if allowing but one-
half of the landation to be true, of all the
statements above quoted, that half would be
:nhgly enough to present a country having a
ciently high degree of fertility, and pro-
ductiveness, on which to found a most pros-
Herous agriculture, and general success of in-
ustrial pursuits. With all these advantages
affered to agriculture, by soil, climate, and
with very high prices for all such articles as
might be produced for export, and yet are
imported—with more than as much land be-
stowed on every new settler as he can till, and
a8 much more as he may want at fifty cents
the acre—what is the cause that every man
and every family are not living in comfort,
and increasing in property—and the whole
community increasing rapidly in po(;mlw'on,
and wealth, and improving in condition in
- every respect
Yet, for whatever causes, almost every ar-
ticle of food consumed, that can be brought,
without damage, across the Atlantic.ocean to
Liberia, is purchased from abroad—and for the
~ whole consumption, except part of the rice,
and most of the Indian corp, usually—and

even. sugar, coffes, and cottom, indigenous
growths, and capable of being raised most
successfully, are not only not raised for-expor
tation, but are almost entirely importedp for .
consumption! A wagon, plows, and the .
iron works for a grist mill were brought fh
with the earliest colonists, (at the expense of
the Government of the United States,) and
yet neither plows, wagon, teams, nor grish
mill, have, as it appears, yet heen used, af
ter thirty-eight years of agriculture. Thete
are no team animals, nor anything better
than hoe and hand tillage! Theye awe
plenty of statements published by the Colo-
nization Society of thefinest sugar cane grow-
ing—of sugar mills going to be constructed,
or to be gut in operation—of sugar going to tw -
produced in large quantities, and for exporte-
tion—of - eoffee and eotton, preducts in likw
near approach—of oxen going fo be worked, -
and of muler going to be imported—of plows,
about to be used—or of such improvemensg
being actually in progress—and of which im»
provements nothing more is afterwards heard,
unless it may be of their failure. Some of
these notifications, and promises of speedy pes~
formance, were made more than twenty years
ago—and such are still repeated in the latest
publications of the Society in the African Re-
L)ository, and in various other papers fayoras
le to the colonization scheme. A few of thme
most striking examples will be here copieds

In the tenth Annual Report (January, 1837,)
of the American Colonization Society, it is .
stated.that ‘‘oxen were trained to labor in
the colony in 1825, and it was then expected
that the plow would be introduced in the
course of another year.”

As early as in the twelfth Annual Reporh
for 1828, the managers state, when “enume~
rating the different gpecies of domestic ani
mals and the various products now rearing in

-the colony, and which cannat hereafter be wang

ing, unless through the inexcusable negligengs
and indolemce of the setilers—Of animals,
Horses, Cattle in abundance. Asses are lately
introduced, &e.”

‘“LiBErIA A Svear PropucEr.—Letters from
Liberia state that the culture of sugar has
been carried on so prosperously that several
sugar growers are talking about exporting it
largely to the United States. One of them,
named Richardson, expects to ship two hun.
dred hogsheads of sugar, of his grinding.” (A$
rican Repository, 18517.)

The actual fruition of this then growing -

crop, as reported in the African Repository
for 1858, (p. 115,) was that the whole quane
tity of sugar made, (though stated to be from

only half of the crop of cane,) amounted o -

2,000 Ibs. only—or about 1} hogsheads, in
place of the expected 200 for exportation.

In the official report of the census, de., of
1848, (published by the American Colonization
Society in 1845) there are full statements of
the extent of agricultural industry for thet
year. And as each proprietor must necessa-

-
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rily have stated his amount and value of prop-
erty, and extent of cultivation, according to
his own judgment, to the official reporter—and
a8 there was no tax to be imposed, or increased,
and nothing to be lost in consequence of any
errors of excess—further, as nearly every man
would be naturally desirous to have the ex-
tent of his cultivation and the value of his
g:operty stated as high as was true—we may

very sure that none of the items of the
general official report were stated at less than
the true and full amount. An abstract, or
general summary of the report, together with
some other general facts from the accompa-
nying census, will be here presented.

In September, 1848, there had been of emi-
grant colonists, exclusive of re-captured Af-
ricans, in all............. cereenan 4,170

Remaining living iohabitants, with all
theincrease by births, including forty-
six children of native parents, and .

twelve of native mothers, and ex- b

\oluding five hundred and twenty
emigrants removed to other places.. 2,890
Number of separate farms, or cultivated

properties......oeiuvenn. [ § ¥
Of these, the number of acres in sugar cane

WeIe . coeernseasacncccnncsons 54
Rice.......ovnnnn. Cerecsisssnns 62
Indian corn.....c..oviveiinnnnn.. 105
Ground nuts, [peas,]............. 81
Potatoes and yams. ,....... covens 806
Cossada, &C .. vrvnnenennnnnnnns 826
Total number of acres cultivated,

(here stated of theseparate crops) 884
Or by adding together the totals of

cultivated grpund of each propri-

etor, as stated elsewhere in the

TOPOrt . v evivieiiieiiinnancns 940
Total number of acres owned by

farmers in the eolony.......... 2,629
Total'number of cattle, sheep, goats,

hoss,({no horses, asses, or mules,]

and dozens of fowls owned b

farmers. .......co0eiiuein ... 418
Number of cattle, sheep, goats, hogs,

and dozens of fowls owned by

colonists who are not farmers... 276
Total of same altogether owned in

thecolony..vvovvvieneicnnnns 689
Suopposed value of property owned

gfurmers, including $9,000 own-

ed by benevolent societies in the

United States. .....ccoveenn... *$21,7%5
Or by colonists, farmers only, (de-

ducting the $9,000,)..4..v ..., 12,715

~ There were also reported for the colony ||

21,197 coffee trees. But as these were not
stated by acres, as of all other crops, it is
presumed that they stand on land also plant-

¢ This very small amount, (éven if excluding all
town lots and houses and other &operty,) seems in-
credible. I have copied it precisely, in words and

1
ed in other , and were included in the
other enumeration of spaces. .

It ap from the report, (as corrected in
some of the additions to make totals,) the
acres cultivated in the colony, (taking the
much largest total,) of 940.acres, make one
acre for every 2} (2.54) inhabitants of the
colony; that the acres owned by farmers were
but littie more than one acre for each inhabi-
tant ; that there was one head of cattle, sheep,
hogs, or goats, or one dozen of fowls for abo
every 3} jnhabitants; and the whole value o
the property owned by colonist farmers,
$12,775, was equal only to $5.85 average for
each of the inhabitants (2,390) of the colonox
at that time. In lower Virginia, of whi
the general exhaustion and consequent barréen-
ness has been made a by-word—and which
condition (when truly stated in former times,
and aleo since,) has been adduced often by
oppaosers of slavery to prove the destruction
o? fertility, capital, and products, necessarily
caused by the use of slave-labor—there are
sundry farms, much less fertile than Liberia,
which, for the labor of every fifty ordinary
slaves, men, women, and children, have more
acres annually cultivated, (and also kept im-
proving,) and more surplus products sold, than
those of all Liberia, and more nett annual
sales made of surplus products than the stated
fotal value ($12,775) of the whole farmin
property and capital in Liberia. No act
products of the cultivated land are stated,
and therefore no comparison with them on
that score can be made. - -

There probably are errors in my construe-
tion of some of the above items—especially
a8 there were errors of arithmetic in the print-
ed report, which had to be corrected. But if
one-half of the items are stated and valued
correctly, either as in the printed report or as
aimed to be corrected above, the general re-
sults make a most astonishing as well as con-
temptible and ludicrous exhibition of the
farming of a fertile colony of then twenty-
four years settlement and culture.

Though no products were reported, there is
light thrown on that omitted part of the ag-
ricultural report, by the commercial statistics
accompanying the former, of exports and im-

rts for the two years preceding September
30th, 1843. The exports do not show a sin-
gle product of agriculture, or of the industry
of the colonists. There are only four articles
of export named—cam-wood, palm-oil, ivory,
and tortoise-shell—all of which are obtaine
in trade from the savage natives. The total
value of exports for the two years stated
amounted only to $128,694. The imports for
the same time amounted to $157,829. Among
the impaorts there are, of breadstuffs and other
articles of food, (which might be substituted
by home produets,) and of other articles that
could be raised abundantly for sale and ex-
portation, the following :

Pickled and dried fish, value of. .. ... $1,808

Flour, oeeeesnosescsosscanscncne
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Beef and pork...ceeeneccnenns veoeo $8,888
Butter and lard...... ceeenes ceeees 2,868
Coffee. ......o..... veerenn ceeseees 1T
Navy and pilot bread and corn meal. 2,353
Vinegar and molasses. . ...o.cvvunes 1,098
Hams and bacom . ..eeseneesenn. <. 8,161

Ardent spirits....covviiiane. ceees 2,230
BUGar... .. iiiiiiiiniiaiiiniinaas 8,546
Boap...,...... Ceereerenereareias . 1,655
Candles......... ceeeenes AN . 891

It cannot be alleged, in excuse for their pur-
chase, that the articles which might be well
raised for exportation are imported:cheaper
than they could be produced—for they sell at
very high prices. According to a statement
of usual prices in Liberia, published in the
newspagers, and elsewhere, some ten months
ago, and which I have not seen contradicted
or questioned, some of the foregoing commod-
ities were priced as follows: * Flour, $12 to
$16 the barrel; hams and bacon, 20 to 25
cents the pound; hard bread, $18 to $21 the
100 lbs. ; rice, §5 the bushel; butter 62} cents
the pound; salt fish, $12 to $14 the barrel;
sugar 25 cents the pound; potatoes, §1 25 the
bushel.” : .

Besides the agricultural products imported
into Liberia, the report shows every manu-
factured or other commodity that the colonists
(fy:n be supposed to require, and able to pay

T,

Putting together all these facts, they serve
to indicate clearly, even if indirectly, that
the agricultural industry of Liberia, as a
whole, is beneath contempt—mere hoe-tillage
of such vegetables as will be mostly eaten by
the cultivator’s family, leaving very little in.
any cases to sell—and that all that 18 made of
profit, by any individuals, or by the commu-
nity, 18 by trading with the natives, and so
obtaining the products of their industry to

ort.

What then are the causes of this remarka-
ble ne%Iect to cultivate rich, productive, and
cheap land? The reasons and excuses offered
in Reports of the Colopization Society, and
other -of its publications, are unworthy of
consideration or notice. Among such, are
seriously alleged the want of prior knowledge
of many of the colonists of agriculture, and of
all of them of tropical agriculture—the want
o proger implements and teams, and the col-
omists being too poor to buy them—and (what
hasmost force,) that trading with the natives
offersstronger inducements, and better profits,
than agriculture, and causes the latter to be
neglected. A few years experience of any
capable and willing culturist would serve to
supply all before defective experience and in-
struction—a productive agriculture (indepen-
dent of the higher profits of trading,) would
soon enable the farmer to buy all the required
implements and teams. And if trading is (as
alleged,) so much more profitable than -this

M

bountiful agriculture, then the traders ought
soon to become rich by this most profitable
pursuit, and, as landholders, be enabled to do
everything needed for agriculture. Yet tha
colony, or the now independent “ Republic,”
still receives, and to great extent lives upon,
the corttinued alms of the people of the United
States, furnished in the annual expenditures
tof the Colonization Society, of some $70,000;
and the cqntributions of former masters to their
emancipated slaves—amounts much greater
than the value of all the annual exports of the
colony in #842-"48—to which years the only
known report refers. '
The true cause of the great and general
neglect of agricultural pursuits, and omission
of labor, would not be far to seek, for a:g
who are not too much prejudiced to see ai
acknowledge the truth. Itis simg»ly the na-
tural aversion of the negro to regular and la-
borious toil—and his unwillingness to resort
to continued labor so long as he can live,
though ever so poorly, in idleness. This dis-
position implanted in the negro by nature,
will last, and continue to operate in like man-
ner, as long as the only laboring class in Li-
beriaisfree; or until, truly and generally, the
colonists shall use the natives as elaves, For
indolent as all men are, and averse te bodily
labor, in tropical climes, and a8 negroes are
everywhere and always, yet civilized negroes,
even within the tropics, would not fail to
make their slaves labor, for the ease, luxury,
and profit of their masters, Thic poiiey, i
adopted in time, posgibly ma; save Liberia
from utter ruin, and final and speedy extine-
tion, whenever the bounty, and the parental
direction and rule, of,the Colonization Society
shall cease to be afforded. This policy- would
be no less beneficial for the native slaves, thus
transferred from savage to civilized masters,
than it would befor the labor-hating colonista.
And the economical benefits and success of
this policy would lead gradually to the can-
uest and occupation of all the adjacent ter-
ritory, the absorption of the inhabitants, b
transference of ownership of the enslav
(and these are the far greater number,) and
by these means only, these enslaved natives, or
their children, may be civilized and christian-
ized. For, as all the experience of the world
has shown, there is no possible mode of either
civilizing or changing the religion of a savage
and numerous people, other than by subjugat-
ing them, and subjecting them to slavery in
some form-—and of all the different forms,
domestic slavery, or the slavery of individual
to individual, is best for the negro, and for his -
more enlightened master. To follow out this
proposition would lead me too far from the
question under consideration, which is the
cause of the general failure of agriculture in
Liberia. The reason here stated applies to
the negro race, and is illustrated by the hab-
its.of the negro everywhere—and is to be
seen wherever negroes are free from control, .
and able to live in idlenees, whether it be in

Africa, Virginia, Massachusetts, or Canada.
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. But the same general rule, of aversion to la-
bor, applies to all men, white or black, and
more especially in hot climates. And for thie
reason, mainly, the great productions of sou-
thern countries, cotton and sugar, never have
been, and never will be raised largely for sale
and exportation to foreign countries, except
when cultivated by slave labor.

¥Re climate of Liberia as affecting the health
of the eolonists.

. In regard to the question of health, as of
previous questions, I will first cite sigtements
which have been published, either directly or
indirectly, by the Colonization Society, and
their truth thus vouched for—or if there are
any exceptions, they at least proceed from
(ﬂy;ial reports and sources all friendly to the
Society, the high authority of which none will
.Question. Some such evidences, to the sanie
urport, have already been presented when
Intermixed with other matters, .

- From “Address of Colonists to their Free
Calored Brethren in the United States,” (1827):
“We enjoy health, after a few months resi-
denee in this eountry, as uniformly- and in as
perfect a degree as we possessed that blessing
1n our native country.”
“In the early years of the colony, want of
houses, the great fatigues and dangers
of the settlers, their irregular mode of living,
and the hardships avd discouragements they
met with, greatly helped the other causes of
sickness, which prevailed to an alarming ex-
tent, and were attended with great mortality,
Bat [in 1827, observe,] we look back to these
times as to a season of trial long past, and
nearly forgotten. Our homes and circum-
stances are comfortable, and for the last two
ar three years not one person in fifty, from
the middle or southern States, has died from
change of climate.” .
Dr. Randall, in a letter dated December,
. #8th, 1828, sajd—*The climate during this
_ month is most delightful. Thowugh this is re-
arded as the sickly season, we have but little
isease, and none of an alarming chavac-
ter.” In February, Dr. Mechlin wrote—¢This
month, although called by those resident here
the sickly season, has not, to judge from the
few cases of illness that have come under my
notice, merited that appellation. Indeed, T
do not know any part of the United States
where the proportion of the sick is not fully
as great as here; nor are the cases of a re-
fractory nature, almost all yielding to medi-
cine.” In April, he having mentioned the
prevalence of fever among the newly arrived
emigrants. adds—“I never saw any fever in
the United States yield more readily to medi-
cine than the country fever among the emi-
iran?s at this season.”—(Thirteenth Annual
cport of the American Colonization Society.)

If there is any one disputed pointin this dis-
onssion, which would seem perfectly settled
by the testimony published by the Coloniza-
tion Society, it is the proposition that Liberia

is not generally or greatly unhealthy, but, on
the contrnr{, rather healthy than otherwisde
to the black colonists, and especially to afl
such emigrants from the southern States, and
to all, at least, who have safely passed
through the first “sédsoning” or African feverg,
or the first few months of residence in the
country. T would readily have acquiesced tn
this opinion, so strengly fortified by evidence,
and without any other opposing evidence be-
ing offered, but for other and formidable facts
of the frightful mortality that has prevdiled,
not only in early years, but throughout.
official reports of the colony show that to this
day, the girths in the colony have mnot keg
pace with the deaths, nor approached them,
the last accounts, by more than two thou:
By 0 much decrease, the recent populatien,
with all the births to aid, fell short of the ap-
tual number of original colonists and perma-
nent settlers, Such results, after thirty-eighs
years of colonization, and experience, would
be impossible, if the statements published by
the Society in regard t~ health had been
correct. If they were mistaken and false, and
known to be false by the authorities of the .
Society, then most unpardonable deception
has been practiced on the ignorance of the
poor emigrants, and on the benevolence of the
emancipating .masters, and-also of the con-
fiding and paying public. It is not for me to
attempt to settle these differences, or to pmo-
nounce where the truth lies.

1t may be admitted, and deemed reasonablp
and unavoidable, that even after the long and
careful preliminary investigations of the locali-
ties of the coast, and every precaution used,
that the early settlers, for some few years
might suffer greatly by disease and deathsg,
even though the same localities might sub~
sequently be healthy. But if the great ear!
extent ofy sickness and of deathsin Liberia h
been the consequence of ignorance, impro-
dence, and of other causes to be learned by
experience and to be thenceforth avoided, the
unfortunate beginning would not have conr
tinued long. But it is now manifest that thege
great sufferings from disease were not tem-
porary, and were not caused only by the
necessary effects of the early fever and sea-
soning——nor were they usually escaped or
pussed through with safety, by emigrants from

'the southern States, as alleged in the depreca-

tory reports and apologies. The whole num-
ber of emigrants to December, 1856, amounted
to 10,502—allowing, as then estimated, 1,000
for the Maryland colony at Cape Palmas. Of
this whole number, 698 only went from the
non-slaveholding States, and the remaining
9,804 from the slaveholding States, and there-
fore, for much their greater number, frem
southern localities. Virginia alone had then
contributed 8,315 to the number of emigranta
(African Repository.) Therefore, much the
greater number, by previous residence werp
well prepared (as the statements declare,) o
pass through the early “seasoning” in Liberia
with but little danger—and, subsequently, to

~
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find the climate as healthy as that to which
they had been previously accustomed.

Negro colonization impossible.— How it may be
"~ possible to save and utilize Liberia.
So far, the facts which I have adduced have
gone to prove the entire failure of the particu-
ar experiment of negro colonization madein Li-
beria. But a broader ground may be safely
assumed, and the more general proposition suc-
_ cessfully maintained, that the negro race is in
capable of separate colonization—as well as of
separate civilization- and of independent and
free government. This would be sufficiently
proved by the facts, if fully stated, of the actual
settlement of Liberia—which was not only first
devised, but has throughout been induced,
aonducted, cared for, supported, defended,
and governed, by the intellect, funds, and
arms, of the white race. And this is the only
example, and the only attempt, of separate
negro colonization that has been known since
the negro race has existed in Africa. In the
United States, the free negroes, whether treat-
ed best or worst, are in a wretched condition,
and are much worse off than either the lowest
dass of whites, or the negro slaves. If any
white men had been placed in alike degraded
position, as much deprived of the civil and
political privileges enjoyed by the great body
of the community, were subjected to so many
injuries, and to the scorn and contempt so
generalli offered by the superior class—and
were a8 hopeless of any improvement of con-
dition in'their actual location, and yet were
as free to escape from it, as are the free ne-
ﬁroes—-many, if not all of such whites would
ave sought equality of rights, or indepen-
dence, in other places of refuge, even if in
danger of perishing in the attempt. White
men would have found such places—or would
have died in seeking them. Evils and op-

use them, but also, our free negroes, if unwill-
ing to bear their yoke, might have found new
homes and fertile lands, and civil and politi-
cal equality with the other inhabitants, either
in Spanish America, 6r Hayti, or (latterly) in
Jamaica, and the other British islands. F¥ree
negroes find their way to every remote and
newly settled territory of the United .States
But it is only as timidly following, and under
the progection and government of numerous
preceding and bolder white pioneers and set-
tlers. hohaseverheard of even a single case
of a negro, or any number of negroes, seeking
a new and separate home away from that in
which they had previously lived, and where
they had been subjected to rulers, no matter
how tyrannical, either of their own or of a suge-
rior race§ Certainly there has been, and for
thousands of years, enough of cruelty and mise-
rz suffered by the native negroes in Africa, for
them thus to flee from the horrible oppressions
of their ignarant and cruel chiefs and masters,
and the bloody superstitions of their priesta
That, of the many millions of negro Africans,
during 4,000 years, there has never been any
voluntary emigration, for colonization, or in-
dependent existence, may be accounteéd for in
the great fact of their universal and profound
ignorance. But that objection does not apply
to our free negroes, civilized as they have
been through slavery—and they have pre-
sented no exception to the general rule. If
any such desire had existed, the islands of -
Po {nesia would have offered every thing de-
sirable for new settlers, that a new country

| could afford. Even now, after all that the

colonization by the whites has covered, or ap-
propriated, in Australia there are millions of
square miles of territory unoccupied, and un-
claimed, unless by a few wandering, coward-
ly, and feeble natives. But not a single negro,
savage or civilized, has yet gone to any such

Eeseions much less heavy served to induce @pew and wild country, except as the timid

e English Puritans to seek relief on the for-
bidding and desolate coast of New England—
the French Huguenots to settle among the
pestilential swamps of South Carolina—the
unarmed and defenceless Quakers to colonize
Pennsylvania. Of the first settlers of Virgi-
nia, the spirit of adventurs alone was enough
to invite hundreds of vietims to expose their
lives to the malaria of Jaumestown, All these
aolonists, too, were surrounded by ferocious
and warlike savage tribes, and Ief{ to be sus-
tained only on their own resources, and de-
fended by their own courage. Our free ne-
groes, no less than these European emigrants,
were free to go into, and to settle apart from
and in advance of white men,in our far west-
arn tersitory, as did Daniel Boone and others
who went almost alone—or as the Mormons,
who went indeed as a community, and in num-
bers, but also who moved onward more than
a thousand miles in advance of all other civi-
lized men, and of any other then existing
means for civilized life. Not only were the
remote wild lands of our own dominion thus
available, had any disposition existed so to

_

ollower and humble and willing subordinate
of the white man, The present settlement df
Liberia, the only alleged example of negmo
colonization, or even of séparate and substan-
tive migration, though composed almost en-
tirely of negroes and mulattoes, has been, and
is, in its direction, its control, and in all of its
very small measure of success, the enterprise
and work of white men—and if left withous
white aid and direction, never oould have ex
isted for ten years, and perhaps not as many
months, .

In the actual immigrants, the incapacity for
colonization is strongly exemplified. When
landed in the towns, on the sea coast, they
exhibit the same reluctance and fear to leaws
the crowd, and the protection and govern-
ment of the older settlers, and to move, ahead
of, or among the foremost, to the far better,
cheaper, and healthier lands of the interior,
as pegroes do everywhere to remove from
more weighty and oppressive control and rula.
If the settlers of Ligeria were not, in this re-

spect, and by natural disposition, altogether
different from and inferior to the white race—
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orecould they be stimulated to like efforts by the
aame motives—they would, long ago, {ave
been pressing forward on the better lands of
the interior, and at the same time subjecting
the lands to culture, and the savage inhabit-
ants to labor, and thereby to civilization. But
nothing of this kind has ever been done, as
& movement of negroes only. In this respect
the civilized negroes are lf{e the savages of
the same race, not one of whom has ever vol-
untarily gone beyond the confines of tHe negro
tertitory on which he first was placed, unless
persuaded or forced by the white man, and
under his guidance, care, protection and con-
trol. If white men had been among the colo-
nists of Liberia, and even though assuming
and maintaining the chief political authority,
and acquiring, by greater industry and fru-
a:lity, (as they certainly would have done,)

e possession and direction of most of the
pro(fert.y and capital of the country—still
under these circumstances, it would have been,
and would continue, far preferable to negroes
then to emigrate to and settle in Liberia, than
under the present condition of exclusive negro
government and magistrates. And by such
means only—such radical change of policy—
ean the long continued and costly experiment
of the settlement and sustaining of Liberia be
saved from entire and hopeless failure, almost
a8 soon as the present connection with, and
support of the Colonization Society, and de-
fance by the white race, shall cease.

Confirmatory evidence, from the latest examiner
and a friend of Liberia.

After the first writing or (rough. draft) of
the foregoing argument had been completed,
I first obtained (by my special application to
the author, in Frankfort,) the recently pub-
lished work “Liberia as I found it,” gy the
Rev. Alexander M. Cowan, agent of the Colo-
nization Society of Kentucky. The book is
the result of a visit of seven weeks to Liberié,
in the beginning of this year, 1858, and of
personal observations made with industry and
care, and, I.doubt not, as truthfully and can-
didly reported, as is possible by any one who
is manifestly partial to and a partizan of the
cplonization cause, and therefore necessarily
prejudiced in favor of the colony. Nor does
this opinion of mine detract from the high
respect that the reading of his book has taught
‘me to entertain for the author. It would be
indeed strange if he was not partial, and more
favorable than strict justice would dictate, to
a anaa f "N he has zenlously devoted

welve years. While dissent-
10r_in some of his immediate
n all a8 to the remote future
readily and fully admit his
ats, in all caseés 1n which he
them, and in which he could
* mistaken, by incorrect in-
h corrections of my state-
furnished, or any different or
bearing on the argument, I
ud, in part, have used to some

n

extent, already, as marginal notes to some. of
the foregoing pages. Mr. Cowan corrects
much of the previous erroneous or exagger
rated favorable statements of preceding viske
ters and reporters—and therein he corrects
me, when I had too readily received and adopt~
ed some of these statements. But, in t|
general, and as to the inherent causes of faile.
ure of the colony, my views are still mor®
strengthened by Mr. Cowan’s observations.
His statements of the habits and conduct of
the colonists, indicate, for the community, oz
population in general, an unusually high grade
of morality, and of religion. This might ba
counted upon, from causes that I have before
indicated, when saying that the adult colonists
were mostly selected individuals, and the bes$
materials of their.respective classes of bond
and free negroes, They show, in a notablg
manner, and far more than even the best
chosen white colonists would have done, the
peculiar virtues, or good qualities more pre-
vailing in the negro race—of good disposition
and kind feelings, docility, and obedience t
the ruling powers, even 1n cases where the;
have been injudiciously and improperlfv al
even unjustly treated, either by the colonial
or present local administration, or the authori-
ties of the American Colonization Societ.z in
Washington. If the settlers had been white,
there would have been much more discontent
on account of théir suffering, and with their
rulers—and turbulence and serious disorders, if
not actual 1utiny, against one or the other of
the two ruling powers. I am also taught fo
believe, by ‘Mr. Cowan’s facts and opinions,
that if other localities had been selected foy
the “receptacles” and *“seasoning” of newly
arrived immigrants, and if better and l)rope}'
direction had been given to their early laborg
the amount of sickness and of deaths would
not have been near so great, nor the generat
and abiding bad habits (as to econorréy) dig-
comforts and difficulties, and latter sufferings-
of the settlers, Further—while the gene-
ral fertility of the lands, and esgeciall of
those near the coast, seems to have been
greatly exaggerated by former reporters, still,
after making the proper corrections and
abatement, I infer that the comfort and ths
gains of the settlers ought to have been, and
might certainly and easily have been made,
very much better than have been usual and
general—and perhaps as great as had been
represented by earlier reporters. But the ob-
stacles, however slight, and easy to be re-
moved or avoided by other people, have been
and will be insuperable, (as I infer from Dr,
Cowan’s facts, and not from his conclusions,)
because of the peculiar and unconquerable de-
fects of the negromind. Their peculfar quali-
ties of race fit them to be the most submissive
and the best of subjects, or slaves, under the
intelligent and discreet rule of superiors in in-
tellect as well as in power—and the worst
possible directers or rulers of themselves or of
others. With this key to the proper under-
standing of the condition of things in Liberia,
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whatever otherwise would seem most strange,
unaccountable, and inexcusable in conduct,
Wwill appear natural, if not inevitable. While
there are presented in all the population of
Liberia a few cases of individuals showing
great and untiring industry, or of inteltigent
énterprige, and achieving success commensu-
rate with their efforts, these are but marked
and rare exceptions to the general rule of
faziness, ' carelessness, improvidence, and of
suffering owing to these causes, which more
or less distinguishes nearly all of the colonists,
The general decrease of population, the defi-
ciency of agricultural production, the still al-
most total want of articles for export produced

by labor of colonists, the continued general,

Importation of almost every commodity that
sight be produced in abundance, all still con-
tinue. Almost every thing for export and for
taxation, is derived from trading with the
_matives, and obtaining the products of their
fabor at the lowest prices, by means of a
g::enl system of the grossest extortion. The
its of such procedure cannot continue, and
they are already beginning to fail. Some few
steam saw-mills which had been erected,
mostly by aid and direction of friends in the
United States, to supply the great want of
fumber, though obtaining very high prices,
are all either stopped, or are going to decay
by neglect. No plow is yet in use—not mere
than half-a-dozen horses, mules, or asses are
€t in all Liberia, and of these not one is used
for draught, or other productive labor. The
oOxen are not broke to draught, or used by
¢olonists, or for agricultural purposes, except
I a few cases, and in part only, to press the
Juice from sugar cane. While vacant land is
Plenty and very cheap, more than half of the
;)opu ation are crowded on quarter-acre lots,
n towns on the coast, where the soil is com-
f:mtively poor, and the localities unhealthy.
these same towrs—until a very recent ex-
ception was made at Careysburg in the in-
terior—all the new immigrants were kept six
months to go through their seasoning—which
would be unaccountable, except that it ap
pears it was greatly to the interest of the
older and richer settlers, and also of the gov-
ernment officers and physicians, that the
money of the Colorization Society and of the
fmmigrants should be there spent, and pay-
ments made for the necessary and great ex-
penses of their maintenance. The ruling a
dolony by a corporation on the opposite side of
the ocean hasalways been found to be the worst
ssible government for white colonists, or ems
ightened and self-reliant subjects. Such was
the London Company that settled and first
SOVerned the colony of Virginia—the India
ompany that in England ruled Hindostan—
snd even the government of England as the
zuler of Ireland, But in Liberia, (because
fegroes are the colonists,) the rule is re-
" wersed. The American Colonization Society
§n Washington, with all its defects, arising
from ignorauce, from delusion; or deception,
or want of self-interest and respomigﬂity,

nevertheless was and is the best, the most
parental, and most discreet and judicious gov-
erning power—and the local administration,
and especially that of the “ Republic,” since
the “independent” government was establish-
ed (in 1847)is worse than the former; and
the good direction, the welfare, and even the
just claims of the people, are much less guard-
ed and cared for by the administration and
rule of functionaries of their own election, and
of their own race. It is true that, from the
same premises, (all furnished by himeelf,) gene-
rally, Mr. Cowan reaches, or hopes for, if in
the future, very different conclusions. Never-
theless, 1 will sustain my-positions by quotin,
Qither in substance or in his own words, suffi-
cient proofs, as I conceive, for my purpose.

The facts, or ]p;'emiues to be stated, only,
however, it should be understood throughout,
are quoted from Mr. Cowan. For the de-
ductions and comments, I am responsible—and
in them, my conclusions are often different
from such as Mr. Cowan would arrive at, I
will eopy his words, for authority, whenever
it can Ee done in concise terms and with con-
venience. In other cases, the purport of his
statements will be condensed, but with care-
ful regard to his meaning. He has italicized
some of the words so marked, but it is done
for the greater part by myself.

By the general law of Liberia, each settler,
on arrival, is-entitled to draw, (without money
charge,) but on condition of subsequent im-
provements to be made, a town lot, of a quar-
ter acre, or land in the country of from five
acres, for a single man, to ten for the largest
family. (Cowan, p. 21.)

“All the land at Cape Mount, was to be
laid off in'[quarter acrei town lots; and the
farm lots were to be laid off twelve miles up
the Cape Mount river. A few of the settlers
have bought a quarter acre adjoining their
quarter, at $30, the price asked by the &Li-
berian] government for a lot.” * * # «The
inhabitants deserve, at the hand of Liberia,
better arrangements for their welfare; and
the great coufidence that masters, and free
persots of color, have placed in the fidelity of
the American Colonization Society, demands
of the Society to have other arrangements
made in regard to the forced location of emi-
grants at this town, or any other town, or
town lots. 1 say forced, for the emigrants
have to take town lots, or to move to some
other place [and that after the six months de-
tention in the town] to them unknown.” (p.
22.
lgurther, the surveys of country farms, and
locations therein, are obtsined and secured
with difficulty, owing to the want of an
general or proper system of surveying an

esignating separate farms. -Each farm is
separately laid off when required for an oe-
cupant. The different surveys already con-
flict in many cases—and new as are all the
locations, there is already much confusion and
insecurity of titles to land, owing to the gross
neglect, or incapacity, in this simple businees,
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{8 I infer,) of the local government. (p. 68.)
. Further, though the sites of the towns, (in-
duding Mourovia, the capital,) are mostly, or
all, on unhealthy. locatiuns, on the sea coast,
yet in these, generally, and now, with but
one recent successful exception, have the new
colonists been kept and supported the first six
months, for their ‘“seasoning to the climate.”
Besides what has just been indicated, it may
be inferred that other reasons of self-interest
have operated on the older settlers and town
residents, and on those who control or influ-
ence the Liberian government, to persist in
this policy, which has been so fatal to the
health and lives of the new colonists, and, by
fixing most of them as permanent residents in
these first locations, has been- also so destruc-
tive to their subsequent efforts, and ability to
thrive, even of industrious labors.

“There is, and has been, a great effort to
have the emigrants to Liberia acclimate in
Monrovia. They have some money in their
hands.  During the acclimation, that money is
spent for things that are sold at a very high
advance, At the end of the six months, the
survivors, (som® of them widows with chil-
dren, ) are without land to live on, and with-
out means to get away from the place. * * *
Others, not having exhausted their means,
have found acquaintances during the six
months, and continue to stay, having no land,
nor the possibility of drawing land at Mon-
rovia, until ‘their means are gone, and they

ecpme poor—very poor. Over 6,000 kave ac-

climated at this place. A great many of that

number are sleeping the sleep of death in the

graveyard; but many, too many, suffered

from their poverty before they died, while

others are now standing monuments, that it

is a very rare thing for them to taste meat,

but at the hand.of charity. * * * Monrovia

has a class of poor who, if they had acclimated

back in the country, where there is farm lands

for them, would, I believe, in many instances

be now on their lands cultivating them; or if

the fathers had fallen after acclimating, the

widows and children would be deriving a sup-

port from the land.” *. * # The same policy

as to Monrovia still continues, as *“ is seen in
having, by the influence of some of her leadi

citizens, the new Receptacle [for the accli-

mating residence of emigrants] put up in the
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live in comdpamtive solitude, in (erroneously)
supposed danger, and there to earn support
by continuous toil and exertion—all would
operate to retain in the towns the lazy, im-
provident, sensual, social, and timid negre,
always needing a guardian or a master to co-
erce him to exertion, and to take care of him-
self. The town sites too are generally on sojl
of second rate or inferior quality. Many of
the lots, after being occupieg, have been aban-
doned, and remain idle and vacant. (p. 42.)

- It is required by the law to erect a house
within two years, to get a complete title to &
lot—and, in addition, jf of farm land, there
must have been two acres cleared in that
time., There have been drawn in Monrovia
“four hundred and twelve town lots, each of
a quarter acre, Some of them, by reason of
rock and the declivity of position, remain aa
nature made the land. Many others have
been drawn, and perhaps some of them used
in their day, (for the town, in part at leass,
was laid out in 1824,) but now lze out in ‘com-
mons,’ Other lots have changed hunds [b;
forfeiture] in some cases twice, thrice, a.‘ni
four times, because the persons who had drawn
them failed to put on them the improvements
required by law.” (p. 42. Tﬁe farmin,
land next to and within the incorporat
limits of Monrovia ‘“contains four hundred
and fifty-seven acres, and is divided as fol
lows: thirty-nine lots of five acres, three of
gix acres, 8ix of eight acres, six of nine acres,
thirteen of ten acres, and one of twelve, Six-
teen of these furm lots, making in'all forty-
eight acres, are under cultivation, more or less.”
[’lghe remaining four hundred and nine acres
abandoned or left idle.] “Such a body of
land to lie in commons does not bespeak much
for the industry of the owners in general, nor
for that of the class who have no land of thejr
own, nor house where to lay their head.”
(p. 42.) . \ '

There have been stated, in Mr. Cowan’s
words, some of the reasons which have o,
rated to retain the emigrants in the towns
There are still other facts which go to show
that the (supposed) self-interest of the older
residents, and especially of those having most
influence on public measures, have been the
chief inducing motives of the policy so disas-
trous to the later emigrants, and to the pro-

ress and weifare of the col(mf. Mr. Cowan,

escribing the swampy coast lands, and espe-
cially those near to Monrovia, says, ‘I have
not exaggerated this surrounding prospect—
for country it cannot becalled. Theseswamps
emit & noisome stench, especially at low water.
The miasma rising from them must affect the

he ° f Monrovia. Past emigrations tell &
sa Jthiness, as an acclima-
th ere is too much proof
th Dr. Roberts, [brother of
th » republic,] when in the
en wn Colonization Society,
w f,in 1849, tLus: ¢Jn my
of settlement on the St.

Pi nly the better place for
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immigrants to be acclimated. * * * Monrovia

is bounded on the north and northeast by ex-
tensive mangrove swamps, which emit a great
deal of miasma. This is wafted in and through
the town by the morning breeze. 'This poison

_ ipregnating the air, being inhaled by foreign-

e early in the morning on emﬁty stomachs,

Knt deleterously affect the system and
add to the severity of the [African or season-
in%] fever.” Dr. Roberts has since become,
#ad is now a permanent resident and practi-
sthg physician of Monrovia—and * at this time
the Xoetor has the opinion that Monrovia is
not an unhealthy place for emigrants to accli-
mate in.” Otherresidents of “ high authority
#lso asserted the healthiness of Monrovia.
But Mr. Cowan could not be so convinced.
He adds, “‘In all candor, I say, it is not easy
to solve in my mind why emigrante, for years

_pust have been stopped bere to acclimate.” (p.

46.) Others, less suspicious and less guileless
than the author, would be at no loss for a so-
Iution of the mystery. The location of the
college for Liberia, is also to be established
{aud wholly by charitable contributions from
the United States) in this very unhealthy
Monrovia—-that location having been decided
?zpon by the casting vote of Lx-president

oberts, (p. 73,) who is to preside over'the
antjtuﬁonn, and who also is a resident of Mon-
rovia.

After viewing the lands aronnd New Geor-
gla, Mr. C.says: “I returned to the town
with this convietion—this is not a healthy
Place for new emigrants from the United
Btates,” (p. 62.)

. [Caldwell.] “This town was commenced in
1825. There have been drawn 803 town lots,
amd 76 farm lots, from 6 to 10 acres each.
Yots that were once improved, [4. . built upon]
and farm lands that were once cultivated, arve

.now in the commons, Much, very much is

#bandoned, that once was a delight. Here
Yion Harris lived, who told in Kentucky of
his farm, his horses and cattle, and sheep, and
corn, and sugar cane—and he told the truth.
But alas! his lands, as well as others, are as
au oak whose leaf fadeth, and as a garden
that hath no water. . And he himself is with
the dead, having been killed by lightning.
# * * There has been much disputing in
years past, in this township in regard to land
titles. Neighborhood altercations have sprung
up—many lost a portion of their lend, [be-
ngtqle of erroneoussurveysand locations under
the law,] others lost all their improvements,
[buildings,] and many moved away, while
others, who remained, became inditferent to
the improvement of their lands, expecting to
lose the title to them. The legislature of Li-
beria attempted, by the appointment of Com-
miwsioners, to give the people relief, but it was
attended with too much trouble and delay,
wnd what was done by them did not give sat-
isfaction.” (pp. 55, 66.) '

And this and other such evils occurred,
where the Government received land in any
quantity at the free gift of the American

Colonization Society, and sells it at 50 centajhe
acre. *‘Isaw abundant evidence that a fami
would not starve on a quarter acre of lan
well cultivated—but a larger piece would fur-
nish more food, and the dainties of the tropiocs
in greater abundance. But it is too plain,
the people, as a body, aim only to obtain food
and clothing for the present time.” (p. 58.)
“The body .of the citizens [in Monrovia]
a{)pear not to have any regular business %0
attend to. And many of the children of those
who have accumulated wealth, do nothing of
a domestic character, while almost all the
people think it necessary (so I judged) to have
a.native to carry a bundle, even to a half
pound weight. And that native will be in a
native dress,” i. e. naked, or very nearly so.
(pp- 81, 2.) .
“Some of the merchants [in Monrovia] do
a profitable business. I learned that, for
some things, the Liberians pay 75 per cent.
profit, and the natives 175 per cent profit.”

. 84,

P“W?xat a change for the better would a
good plough make in these fields! The
ploughman would soon overtake the presemt
reaper.” (p. 87.) } ’

In Louisiana, on St Paul'sriver, Mr. C. saw
better management than usual, and the rare
operation of pressing sugar cane and making
syrup—and even oxen worked, to the sugar
mill. Yet, even there, “whatever is raised does
not do justice to the land, in showing what i4
can do to remunerate the owner by a proper
cultivation of it. ZLhenative laborer works on
his own system, and the Liberian has adopted
it.” (p.86.). .

[Harrisburg.] I was told that ashort dis-
tance up thig creek, there were falls that fam
nished good water-power for mill purposes.
But in the present state of agriculture, thers
can be no use for a mill here, except for saw-
ing lumber. If corn were raiscd for bread, a8
it can be, and which the people, in mass, form-
erly used, a grist mill could find employment.”
(p-88) . .
pI«‘rom this it appears, (as might be anticipa-
ted,) that the euntire operation of preparing
for and making bread is deemed too trouble-
some and laborivus to be compensated by.
the benefit—and consequently, the colonista,
though ulways accustomed to corn bread,
(aud certainly preferring it,) have already
ceased to eat bread, as ordinary and home-
made food.

Of “Uncle Simon,” a colonist of uncommon
merit, and as an exceptional case, Mr. C. says:
“He raises some cotton.” * * * And soon af
ter, and in conuection, he says “there are no
felds of cotton in Liberia;” (p.88.) Yetcotton,
like sugar and coffee, is an indigenous growth.

[Milleburg.] “There is a mill here to grihd
sugar cane, but it is turned by human le
bor. * * * A {ew had cattle, but they were
not ueed to plough.” (p. 89.)

There have been in Liberia a few most mark-
ed and laudable exceptions to the general rule,

in individuals who have exhibited industry,
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enterprise, intelligence in their operations, and
who met with deserved success so long as the
erations were so directed. Such was Zion
arris, already named. Such was Richardson,
who was fast bringing into operation, and a
condition for prospective profit, a large farm
on St. Paul’s. He had cattle broke to draught,
snd was provided with the various, imple:
ments for good tillage, and was preparing for
sugar making, when he was unfortunatel
drowned. As in every other such case, wit!
the death of the pioneer improver, the im-
provements came to an end. These excep-
tions (tyansient astheyhave been,) show what
good management might do in Liberia; and
the general and total disregard of such admi-
- rable and successful examples of industry and
thrift, still more completely prove the utter
hopelessness and worthlessness of the popula-
tion in general, as their own masters, and
and without the directioo of superior intellect.

“Coffee is raised in the yards of many citi-
zens, One man has eight acres of coffee
trees * )* * and yet coffee is imported here.”

. 180.

(PNo horses or mules, used for draught, and
rarely oxen, and only for machinery. No carts
or ploughs. (pp. 103, 108, 122, 180, 140, 169.)
A single exception of oxen carting, (and that
not for Liberians,) stated p. 117.

In a lecture published in the *Presbyterian
Herald,” Mr. Co'wun(said—“ There were
[only] three horses and two mules in the Re-
public; some twenty bullocks broke to the
yoke, but none of them used for ploughing.”

“Up the 8t. Paul’s river, oxen are useg by
some farmers [bat not to pfows or carts]; and
when Richardson lived [in 1856] he worked
oxen to plough his land. But in Monrovis, it
seems oxen cannot be worked, because [it is
said] work kills them. The natives do the
work of beastsof burden. Thereis onestreet
leading from the river bank to Ashmun street,
that could in my judgment be graded for less
than $200, so that two yoke of bullocks, if
necessary, * * * van take up a good load
from the wharf to any lot on the mount; and
yet that street has not been graded. * * *
All the brick and sand, all the lumber and
nails, all the merchandize and groceries, yea,
everything but common unhewn stone, are
brought up from the wharfs on men’s heads, or
backs, or in their arms. * '* * What astrange
sight, in a civilized land, to see cattle going
about the streets, and a line of human carriers
doing the work of beasts of burden! Twenty-
five to thirty men, in single file carry on their
heads the materials for the erection of a col-
lege building! [The building, entirely paid
for by contributions in the United States, is
to be of brick, seventy by forty feet, and
three stories high.] I saw, I suppose a new

imProvement——a new cart, with some natives
holding up the tongue, others guiding the cart
by the tongue, others drawing the cart by a
rope fastened to the bolster, and others behind
ushing the cart. The cart was loaded with
rick brought up [previously] on the head

from the wharf, and deposited in the street.”

“There is a good steam saw-mill in opers-
tion [in Marshall] which is owned by a mer-
cantile firm in Monrovia. (p. 98.) {At Green-
ville]—“There is a steam saw-mill going to
ruin in the outer part of the town. It istrue
the lumber could be taken from the ground,
by water, to the lower landing ; anditis true
that the prices would justify the running of
the mill ; and it is also true that logs could be
brought down the river in any quantity to
the mill; but it has been given up, it seems,
to decay as fast as the. wood frame and iron
works will permit. The price of lumber is
$3 to $5 the hundred.”—(p. 130.) [At Buch-
anan]—“I-saw a very valuable steam saw-
mill going the same way that that at Green-
ville is going, [that is to ruin.] It is owned
in part here, and in part in the United States”
(p. 142.)

[At Buchanan]—*1 saw a jack [male ass]
the only one in the couut-;y; * & % there is
neither mare nor jenny [female ass] in the
country. There are two mules—but both used
for the saddle and not for work. Nor was
there a yoke of oxen in the country. Some

ersons had had them, but fearing they might
ie, eat them.” (p. 142.)

“Bexley showed a better class of farmers—
though I am sorry to say they did not use
oxen, mule, or plongh.” (p.103.) . ‘

““The natives are the carriers of all the ar-
ticles from the landing, and of wood from the
woods, to the dwellings. As almost everx
man is a trader in Liberia, in tobacco or clot
with the natives, ke gets his work done at a
nominal value.” (p. 181.)

““Many of the people saw hard times to get
along, and I did not blame some of them for
begging some assistance.”—(p. 98.) “Some
people do beg of their own color, and of
strangers, in Liberia.” (p. 159.)

*That the great body of the Liberians eat
animal food every day, I do not believe; nor
do I believe that those now living on towh
lots, with no other land to cultivate, and de-
pending on the productions of those lots, cun
raise enough to buy salt or fresh previsions
for their daily wants, But this is not the
fault of the country.- It is the result of the
policy of the people in making their settle-
ments. It is my opinion that 4,000 o{ the
population of Liberia [more than one-half]
are living on quarter acre lots” ® * % ¢ Ag
to the b:fance of population, 3,621, they are
on farm land, farming with the boe and bill-
hook, at an average of three to four acres for
each farm. Why there is not an abundanoce,
of meat, and -to spare, is to be learnt from,
this statement.” (p. 176.)

Population, and its decrease.—Mr. Cowan
shows that the decrease of population is much
more than I had estimatedx.’ -He shows it to
be 3,551 more than all the births which have
occurred since the first settlement. On data;

artly official, and all of which he deems re-
ﬁable, he computes the total population

Liberia, in 1858, at 7,621, including all living;

* |
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children.”—(p. 166.) No native is included.,
The American Colonization Society had sent
out in all, 9,872 up tq January, 1858. [This

akes the actual decrease of these, 2,261, be-

. #des all the births in thirty-eight years.]

The Maryland Society [acting separately at
first] had sent out [to Cape Palmas] 1,800—
by both societies, 11,172." After thirty-eight
;enrs, of this numbey, with their qﬁ}alpring,

,621 ,are living, [the then total colonial
population,] leaving for deaths 8,551, [ex-
ceeding births,] which is thirty-three per
cent. loss by death,” [and of absolute decrease
in thirty-eight years, ]—(p. 166.). “I do not
think,” adds Mr. Cowan, “that the friends of
African Colonization need be ashamed to tell
these facts,” His present commentator thinks
very differently.

“None but free-born blacks went to Libe-
ria until 1823. * * * Up to July, 1827, 655
emigrants had gone from the North and the
Bouth to Liberia: nine of these [only] were
emancipated slaves. From 1828, the number
of the emancipated, to go to Liberia, increas-
ed every year, until now, that class of emi-
grants greatly outnumber the free blacks who
go there.” (p. 5.)

“Many of the statements we have had
about her agricultural state have been foo
high colored. The [small amount. of] exports
of Liberian labor, the absence of the .plow,
the unenclosed farms, and the [small] number
of acres cultivated, prove the present defi-
giency, &o.” (p. 178.)

“Liberia is [still] sustained by labor that is
foreign., The American Colonization Society
})luces on her shore her citizens, supports them
or six months, attends them when sick for
six months, by paid physicians and nurses,
and buries the dead—pays for the surveys of
lands drawn by emigrants, buys [all] her ter-

ritory from the natives, gives the government ||

the right to sell lands to increase her treasury,
and pays the expense of agencies to suqerin-
tend these matters, except that of ssles of
lands. The Episcopal, Baptist, Methodist, and
Presbyterian Boards of Foreign Missions, [u -
wish the population of Liberia with the Chris-
tian Ministry and teachers of common and high
schools. These boarde expended in Liberia,
in 1857, over $90,000. Three-fourths of the
sum the Liberians received, in the moral and
pecuniary benefit of it” {p. 178.)

“The coast trade and the export duty was
825,625—very near two-thirds of the reliable

-revenue of Liberia. But thissum.is from the

labor of the natives. Is there another nation
that gets its national support ag Liberia re-
ceives hers? As a natian, she may. be said to
live by the labor [and on the alms] of for-
eigners. * * * The statistics furniahed of ex-

rts show a regular falling off in the last
our years.” (p. 178.) :

Mr. Cowan evidently, fourd much to con-

. 'demn in the treatment of the native savages

within the limits of Liberia, by the colonists,
and of their being neglected both by the mis-
Aionaries sent from the United States, for their

especial benefit, and also by the people gene-
rally. On these points, however, he expresses
himself with much caution, and in evident
fear of giving offence. Among his much more
full remarks, are the following: | .

“ Liberia should pay more attention to the
condition of the natives living within her po-
litical juri8diction. ® * * I could not see, nor
learn, what measures the Gouernment kad in
operation to draw them into the enjoyment of
civil privileges. * * * It is true that in man;
families male and female natives are employ
to work. But there appears not a feeling of
common brotherhood toward them.” * * * «[
could not but notice it on the part of the Li-
berians as a body toward the natives,. How
many of those who were living in families
were clothed? How many of them were
clothed for the sabbath, and taken to the
church for public worshipt I would not
judge harshly. But I fear that cheap pa(z;
(ancgl that pay not regulated by the rule ¢
unto them as you would they should do upto
you,’) has much to do with the employment
of the natives.” (p. 180.) :

[Revenue.]—*It is plain that her national
support is depending on the labor of the na-
tives.”—(p. 163.) “The Liberian Government
receives no revenue by taxing her citizéna,
She can pass no laws and enforce them on the
tribes within her territorial limits, that will
bring in a revenue from their labor. 8he
reaches them only by the coast-wise trade
that is carried on chiefly by foreigners.”—(p.
164.) Of course foreign traders will soon learn
to go to other ports neighboring to Liberia,
which are open to them, and where no rev-
enue laws dre in operation,

“The revenue from her own productions las
year, was but $4 65.” (p. 179.) ‘

How different is the Liberia as truly de-
picted and exposed to view in the foregaing
pages, and upon unquestionable evidence,
with the flattering representation which has
been made to occupy most persons’ minds,,
and which was proJ:lced by false recommen-
dations and paregyrics of either designing, or
of credulous or fanatical colonizationists!
The impressions which have thus been made
on strangers, and the credulous and confiding
world, is indicated in the following extract.
from the (Wesleyan) London Quarterly Re-
view—and which eulogy was copied in the
African Repository, (of 1856,) without & word
of dissent;:

“The achievements of coloniation on the
West const of Africa can hardly be exagger-
ated. There we find a national polity, muni-
cipal institutions, Christian churches and
Christian ministers; schools and a sound gys-
tem of education; a public press, rising towns
and villages, a productive agriculture end a
growing commerce. Under its rule, ahout
two hundred and fifty thousand human beings
are found living together in harmony, enjoy-
ing all the advantages of social and political

| life, and submitting to all the restraints which
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ﬁovernmeut and religious principle demand.
eans are found to harmonize the habits and
interests of the colonists, their descendants
the native born Liberian, and the aborigines
of the coast. _As the creation and achievement

" of less than forty years, we insist that this is

Without parallel in the hisiory of the world.”

- Bome items of the pecuniary and other costs o f

the Colony, and Republic of Liberia, to the

people of the United States.

If the total pecuniary coet of colonizing and
gupporting Liberia could he set forth—with-

. out estimating other costs, in human suffering

end sacrifices of life—the simple arithmetical
statenient would be more impressive on many
than all the other facts and arguments here
offered for cousideration. Such a statement,
for at least as much money or commedities as
thave been given to or through the American

. Colonization Society, could be supplied easily

by its officinlse. The mere money receipts and
disbursernents of the parent Society are of
oourse stated in the aunual reports of the
Treasurer’s Accounts. I have attempted in
vain, from sources deemed both available and

. reliable, to obtain these and other statistical

facts from the records of the Society. A bro-
ken set of the Aunual Reportg I have but very
lately obtained, (and owed to the courtesy of
the Rev. W. H. Starr, Col. Agent,) but of
which the series is 80 much interrupted, that
no fair average of the whole receipts could be
learned from the accounts of particular years.
1 could frow these accounts learn that, while
the receipts buave varied much from year to
= Ahead - “*- —hole. been generally
e of the So-
'en an “in-
it 11 years,)
e American
ssened, but
fore depen-
set lights, 1
;have been
"the Ameri-
nestly hope
ociety will
ilso include
deficient or

it were the
: parent go-
irer’s hands,
—_— .- ae ‘ast amount of
other costs—which will be merely here sug-
gested, as proper to be embraced in a full

. statement of costs. The various auxiliary

State Colonization Societies operated indepen-

" dently, and raised and used theirown funds.

Of course these would not appear in the
parent society’s accounts.’ Of the numerous
other auxiliary societies, (and of both there
were 200 in 1830,) though most of them proba-
bly paid part of their income to the parent

* mociety, none could have paid all. In the re-

ports “of the American Colonization Society,
there are notices of some of the auxiliary So-

cieties resolving to pay some 30 and others
50 per cent. of their reeeipts to the parent
society. The latter was referred, to and ag—
plauded as a liberal provision. Therefore it
must be that a large proportion of the collee-
tions of all the numerous auxiliary societies,
did not reach the parent society, or appear
on its accounts, .

Were the salaries or commissions of collech
ing agents deducted out of their receipts—or
do the accounts show the gross, or only the
nett receiptsf If the latter, then a very Yargo
amount was collected more than would a
even if we had all the accounts of al
auxiliary societies. .

Some of the State legislatures have appro-
priated large sums to the colonizatior cause,
which did not pass through the parent society.
It has been stated in the public prints that
the State of Maryland—the most prodigal in
this way—has t{ns appropriated $250,000.
The legislature of Virginia has thus expended
about $25,000 out of the treasury or funds of
the Commonwealth. .~ .

Besides the first outfit of emancipated slaves,
furnished by their kind masters, (kind in in-
tention, but cruel in effect,) and which will be
referred to hereafter, there have been many
and ' frequent supplies of food, clothing, or
other necessaries, and to large amount, sent
subsequently to the colouists from their form- °
er masters, and which were granted to their
begging applications for relief, or voluntari
contributed to their ascertained wants and suk.
ferings. In addition to commodities thus sent,
there must have been much money. Within
the present month, November, 1858, it was
published that the regulur colonization ship
which was about to sail for Liberia, would
carry out $10,000 in gold, from former masters
to colonists, their former slaves. As these
particular contributions were expressly stated
to be sent in gold, theg could not cover any
of themany like contributions of commodities.

The colonization ship, the Mary Caroline
Stevene, of the value of about $40,000, was a
gift to the society from a single individual
This, and all other donations of commodities
to the society probably make no part of the
anntal accounts of receipts. .

The most importantitem, and which, though
conjectural, may be estimated with some de-
gree of certainty, is the value of the slaves
emancipated to be sent to Liberia. Accord-
ing to the official report of the American Col-
onization Bociety, (African Repository for
1857, p. 152;) the whole number of emigrants
to Liberia, exclusive of the Maryland settle-
ment at Cape Palmas, to'epd of 1856, was
9,502, Of tgese there had been emancipated
in view of emigration: 5,500, and 826 had
purchased their freedom—making together
5,826. . et

Aceording to Mr. Cowan’s enumeration, to
end of 1857, (p. 166, and quoted here at p.
29,) the American Colonization Society had, $o
that time, sent out 9,872 colonists, and .the
Maryland Society, to Cape Palmas, 1,800

€ar,

the



.not known.
_be the same as were accurately stated of the |
other 9,502, tha total number of slaves eman-
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'making for both (included, in the present Li-

beria,) 11,172.  Of the emigrants of 18567, and

-of all of the 1,300 sent by the Maryland So-

dety, the proportions of free and slaves are
t supposing the proportion to

cipated and purchased, would be, within a
very small fraction of, 6,850. The lowest
average value of elaves in the thirty eight
years, (1820 to 1857,) ip the United States
was $200 ; and the highest, at the.end of that
time, was not less than $550. This will fix
the general average value of each elave to
have been $375. There can be the less of ob-
jection to the height of ‘this estimation, inas-
much as the emigrants §enerally ‘were not
only morally but physically much better than
their class in general—nearly all healthy,
and with an over proportion of young adults.
At $3175 for each, the whole number of slaves,
to end of 1857, was worth $2,568,750— which

is the amount of pecuniary sacrifice and loss

in the slaves themselves to the owners of
emancipated slaves, and to the purchasers of

" those sold for emancipation.

The free negroes, as being also mostly select
in morals and habits, and the best of their
elass, were personally worth something to

“themselves and to the community they left.
" But whatever this very uncertain value may

be, it will be left for others to estimate.
Further, every emigrant, whether before
bond or free, must have carried out some

' money or other property. Even for emanci-
" pated slaves this provision of their kind mas-
- ters was rarely so little as $30 for each. The

free emigrants must have brought of their

" own property much more. But count this

average of $30 only for the whole 11,172 em-
igrants, and it amounts to $33%5,160 of loss to
the United States on this score,

The entire cost of both religious and scho-
lastic instruction, for the eolonists and their
ehildren, has been defrayed, (and the bounty
is still going on,) by benevolent and pious
contributions in the United States. Mr. Cow-
an states that the different Missiunary boards
of the United States expended in Liberia, for
1857, $90,000—and that of three-fourths of
that amount, or 67,500, the Liberians received
the “moral and pecuniaty benefit.” (p. 178.)
Of what may hdve.been the average on the
total amount for thirty-eight years, I have no
farther information, and will mot ‘pretend to
estimate—though the reports and records of
these Missionary boards would show the full
sud true amounts. Let it be observed that
the ground of this charge is not for any part
of thé portion devoved (as all was designed
to be by the donors) to real missionary labors
and services for heathen Afrieans. It is of the
three-fourths spent, (as Mr. Cowan 'declares,)
for providing schools and teachers, and preach-
ers, and houses for worship,. for.the people of
the already Christian colony and’ Republic of
Liberia.

Next, the cost to the Government of the

United States in pecuniary aids to the colony .
under pretence of the necessary expenses,of
receiving recaptured Africans, and the sup-
porting them until they are otherwise die--
osed of. Up to 1843, inclusive, there had
een returned to Africa by the Governmens
of the United States, and delivered to Libe-
ria, 286 recaptured Africans. Up to 1830,
there had been in all 260—and the cost to the
United States Governmenty (and all paid for
the benefit of the colony,) was upwards of
$1,000 for each African returned. (p. 10 ante.
I bave no later record of the recaptured Af-
ricans subsequently returned. In the “Pons”
captured on, the coast of Africa by a United
States vessel of war, there were 900 Afriedhs, .
of whom 756 remained alive when landed at
Monrovia, and who were there ‘“ apprenticed”
to colonists, . What these cost the Government
I do not know. Very lately, (September,
1858,) the next such capture oceurred, of the
ship Echo, with 300 slaves. These were sent
to Liberia by drder of the President of the
United States, in the war steamer Niagara,
under a contract made with the American
Colonization Society to receive the Africans
in Liberia, and to take such care of them as
would be necessary. For this service, (inclu- .
ding “instruction” as reported—whatever
thal may mean—) this Governmentis to pay do
the Colomization Society $45,000. Of 271 Af-
ricans embarked, 20 only lived to reach Li-
beria—for receiving and disposing of which,
this pa{ment will be $225 for each African.
For the additional and certainly very heavy -
expenses of transporting African savages in
war steamers, I have no means for: estima-
ting—and still less the costs of all the naval
and military aid and service rendered to Li
beria by our ships of war, and by their men
serving on shore, at various times, from the
beginning of the colony to this time of the
existence of the independent * Republic.”

" The irregular service of American vessels
of war, going to and returning from Liberia,
cruising off the coast or lying in port, and the
more direct aids rendered to protect and de-
fend, and all serving to preserve the existence
and swell the income of the colony, I presume
could not be estimated, separately, with any
approach to correctness. Since the Ashbur-
ton treaty was made with England, in 1842,
by which this Government became hound to
provide and maintain vessels of war, carryin,
eight guns, on the coast of Africa, (am
which force has since served mainly ss'a
squadron to protect. Liberia,) the estimate of
the share of cost of Liberia to this Govern-
ment may be more nearly approached by
competent persons having access to the ae-
counts of the Navy Department. But as, to
all these government and naval expenses,
nothing is now known except that they ayre
enormous—and have been incurred for no
real good, and for but little of any other pur-
gose than for the defence, support, and bene-

t of the former colony, and now for the “in-
dependent republic” of Liberia. I trust that
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fome patriotic member of Congress will call
for and obtain estimates on all these points—
and that the enormous expenses, trickery, and
Adeception, both of maintaining the African
€quadron, and returning recaptured Africans,
for the benefit of Libera, wiﬁ be completely
“éxposed—if the abuses, and the system itself,
cannot be also entirely abolished.

Of the enormous costs in lives, incurred by
the United State®#Government, in taking care
of Liberia, (which are values not to be esti-
mated in money prices,) 1 will adduce, as an
example, the main facts of a single operation,
out of the many cruises of vessels of the
Apmerican pavy on the coast, and of the waiting
in the harbors ur roadsieads of Liberia, for
the service of the colony, and the Re-
public. The Seventh Annual Report of the
American Colonization Society says:

“The United States eloop of war Cyane,
Capt. Spence, had been at the colony in AFril,
[1828] and her officers and crew left there
monuments of their zealous and persevering
exertions. It is impossible to estimate too
highly the services of Capt. S., and his gene-
rous companions, When informed of the suf-
fering of the colony, they immediately re
peired to Sierra Leone, fitted for sea the
schooner Augusta, belonging to the United
8tates [it had before been bought for Liberia,
at the cost of the Unfted States—see p. 10
ante,] and hastening to the colony, offered it
moet cheerfully, every aid in his power.
Though the cruise of the Cyane had already
been protracted in an unhealthy climate, [the

. West Indies,] Capt. 8. resolved to remaiu on

the coast eo loug as should be necessary to
complete a work of defence and make sunitable
provision for the approaching rains, He
furnished the colony with supplies and amu-
nition, built a house for the agent, and erect-
ed a tower of strong mason work, which * * ¢
will, it is believed, prove an entire defence
against the barbarians.”

The general results of this service in sick-
ness and consequent deaths, only, and besides
the numerous cases of illness which did not
close in death, were forty deaths on the home-
ward bound voyage * from the effects of the
African climate” after the commander (him-
gelf then ill) was forced to abandon his phi
lanthropic service in and for Liberia. o
surgeon of the Cyane, and Lieut. Dashiell,
placed in command of the Augusta, had both
previously died.

" From the tenor of Capt. Spence’s official re-
1t, it is evident that ge deemed this fright-
_e:Jmsure and sacrifice of human life, re-

a, to aid Liberia, as being highly meri-

rious in himself, and in the administration
that authorised such and all other sacrifices

for this purpose. (Official Rep. of cruise of
L d .

Cyane, 1823—17th Col. Re?ort—Foote’a “Afeh
ca and the American Flag”—p. 128.) i
The foregoing suggestions of materials for
a full and correct estimate, if made use of by -
those having the data, and the facilities and
ability for the task which are wanting in me,
would show such results as would be accurate,
and also astounding for the amount of price
that the people and Government of the United
States have llreod{ paid, and still are con~
tinuing to pay, for the gigantic humbug, (and
also dangerous nuisance to the slaveholding
States,) of the former colony and present Re-
public of Liberia.

But still there is one result to be confidently
expected from this effort of phihnthropg,
which, however different from those soughs
for in vain, may compensate for all the cos$
of the experiment. There will be atforded
full evidence of the great truth, {unti] recently
admitted but by few, and still denied and re-
sisted by mauy,) that the negro race is greatly
inferior to the white, in nutural capacity—
and is incapable of self-government, and of
improvement to the exteut of civilization, ex-
cept under the direction and control of a su-
perior race. The iuferiority of the negro in
his savuge state anu original birth-place—as
enslaved in the United Suates, (though there-
by greatly improved)—as emsaucipated in the
United States, and later in Jamaica—as under
independett government in Hayti—all these
ditterent degrees of admitted debasement have
been ascribed (by negrophilists) eutirely so
the want of mental cuiture, or to the depress-
ing influence of slavery, or its long remaining
-eftects, even after it had ceased to exist. ln
Liberia, the colonists were the best of their
respective classes—removed from every pow-
er or influence which had been-supposed so
depress others of theit race—and greater aids,
pecuniary, physical and defeusive, mental,
moral, aud religivus, have been bestowed
on them by beuevolence and piety, than
were ever offered to, or enjoyed by, any
young colony, or community, siuce the earliest
historical records. 1f, when these early and
loug continued aids and advantages shall no
longer be continued or repeated, the people of
Liberia shall retrograde avd decline in eivili-
zation, there then will be leit not the slight-
est ground or pretence longer to maintain the
natural equality of the uegro mind, or his
ability to direct and suetain himselt in free-
dom.  The louger the aid aud support to the
Colonization Society, and to Liberia, shall be
continued, the more complete will be the ex-
periment of the measure of the uegro intelleet,
and the more conclusive will be the tinal re-
sult, in evidence of its inferiority, and its
need for the direotion and control of masters
of a superior race.

Printed by Lemuel Towers, Washington, D, Oy, at $3 50 per bundred copies.
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SLAVERY AND FREE LABOR

DESCRIBED AND COMPARED.

’,

BK EDMUND RUFFIN.

SecrioN I.—Slavery, in some form, existing al-
most everywhere—Political and Religions
Slavery—Hunger-Slavery—Payper Slavery in
England, present and in anticipation.

The industrial operations of all the world
are carried on much more extensively, and
also effectively, by slave labor than by free
labor. This truth is demonstrable according
to any proper or even plausible definitions of
these terms. But as they are generally
"applied and understood, they convey much
more of false than of true doctrine. The
word slavery is almost always used to desig-
nate one kind of compulsory and strict bon-
dage only—which is the subjection of the
will and action of individual to individual, as
in the system of negro slavery, as it now ex-
ists in these southern States and elsewhere.
This kind, whether it be of blacks or whites,
may be distinguished as individual or personal
slavery. But the most destitite people of
nearly all the world—and especially of the
more civilized, wealthy, refined and high-
ly improved - communities—are, in differ-
ent modes of subjection and of suffering,
held under a much more stringent and cruel
bondage, and in conditions of far greatcr
privation, painful and inevitable coercion,
and of si;lﬁ'ering, than our negro slaves; and,

-

therefore, should as much be deemed sub-
jeets of slavery in an extended and proper
sense. It has been found difficult, if not
impossible, to offer a general definition of
slavery, which shall be comprehensive and
yet strict, concise and clear—and I cannot ex-
pect to succeed in attempting what so many
other and more able writers on the subject
have failed to accomplish. What I under-

stand as the general condition that consti- . -

tutes slavery is the subjection of one indi-
vidual, or class, to the authority and direc-
tion of another individual or class, so that
the subjected party is compelled (no matter
by what means) to labor, serve, or act, at
the will and command, and for the benefit or
objects, of the ruling individual or class:
This definition will cover our system of negro
slavery and that of the white serfs of Russia
—and also the political subjection of some
entire populations and communities to either
resident or foreign despotic rulers—of in-
ferior classes or castes, trodden into the dust
by superior and privileged classes or castes
—also the (mis-called free) poor laborers
of every densely peopled country in Europe,
where the supply of labor exceeds the demand
of employers or capitalists. The definition
would also, and properly, include as slavery
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the abject subjection of various peoplesto their
priests, who, claiming authority in the name
and as the ministers of God, established their
own unlimited influence and rule over theirsu-
perstitious, bigoted and ignorant or fanatical
believers and followers. And such establish-
ments of either religiotis or political slavery
(of like character, and also operating through
intolerant opinion) did not invest the rulers
with the less power, as absolute masters, for
coercion,despotism, and the infliction of cruel
sufferings on the subjected, because the ob-
jects sought were not always pecuniary or per-
sonal gain, but the power to advance some

- theoretical doctrine deemed good and holy.
Thus the people of France were for a time
the completely abased and crushed slaves of
the blood-thirsty Robespierre and his imme-
diate supporters, the commune of Paris. The
early inhabitants .of Massachusetts were
scarcely less the slaves of their priesthood,
whose gloomy and rigid despotism was exer-
cised as being the will of the all-benevolent
God, and who were reverenced and obeyed
as if they were scarcely inferior in piety,
agd in just claims of authority, to the

"first apostles. Yet, during the respective
times of these different despotisms, the people
of France deemed that they only, of all the
world, possessed a tru'y republican and per-
fectly free constitution of government; and
the people of Massachusetts, in their form of
government, in the absence of foreign influ-
ence thereon, and in everything, except the
influence and power of their priests, might
have deemed (as their descendants still claim
for them) that they enjoyed the freest and
best government on carth. The now opera-
ting rule of the sensual, vulgar and villainous
Brigham Young, Prophet,and almost the God’
of his many thousands of subjectsand obedient
Mormon followers, is one of the most strin-
gent, efficient and oppressive systems of
slavery, both of body and mind, that the
world has ever known. Yet this system ex-
ists in the midst and under the shelter of
our free political institutions of government,
and where every slave of this vile tyranny
may seek and find protection from the law,
and also from public opinion.

Such and many other cases of political and
religious enslavement rested upon opinion,
and mere change of opinion could relieve the
victims of such despotisms. But there is
another kind of slavery,founded upon the con-
ditions and circumstances of civilized, and
what is claimed as free society—and which in-

.

creases with its progress and its improvement
and wealth—which no change of opinion can
alter, and for which(as it has seemed so far)
no effectual relief or important alleviation
can be found, even by those wise statesmen
and patriots and true philanthropists who are
aware of all the evil, and who most deplore
its existence and prospective increase. This
condition, under the general definition stated
above, is the slavery of labor to want. Itis
an obvious truth, and undeniable by those
who might object to the wide scope of my
definition, that the destitute members of the
laboring classes of all dense populations (as
of England,f) who are eagerly competing with
each other for the supply of the partial de-
mand for their labor, and who, when obtain-
ing employment, can scarcely buy the most
wretched support with their scant wages,
and who, yet, for such wages, undergo the
utmost amount of toil that human beings can
frform and live—that these most miserable
millions are, not only in their excessive toil
and suffering, but in reference to their actual
coercion, as truly and fully slaves to want,’
cold, hunger, and every threatened greater
misery of destitution, as even lash-driven negro
servantsof Virginiaareslavesto their masters.
If the former class could be as truly compared
with and deemed equal to our negro slaves
as to their respective shares of comforts and
pleasures enjoyed, it would be a blessing to
the falsely termed “free laborers,” as great
as any discreet and judicious philanthropist
could hope for, and far greater than the most
sanguine of enlightened statesmen can even
conceive as a possible result of any feasible
reformation.*

* Among all the greatand well-founded claims
of the benevolent and kind-hearted Henry [V.
of France, on the love and gratitude of his sub-
jects and countrymen, and to the respect of pos-
terity for his memory, there i not one which has
been more often and approvingly referred to,
and will be longer remembered, than his ex-
pressed wish that “every French peasant might
be enabled to have a fowl in his pot for the din-
ner of every Sunday.” The great improbability
of the ‘realization of this benevolent wish (for
its fruition was neither attempted nor expected)
was what mostly caused it to be noted and re-
membered. The laborers and most destitute
peasantry of France have never reached.the
condition of ease and comfort to enable them to
‘have a **fowl in the pot” even for so much as
one dinner in the week. The laborers of Eng-
land are not only much below that standard of
comfort, but have long been descending, and
will continue to descend still lower. It is pro-
bable that the (so-called) free laborers” of no

-
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The privilege of the English laborer to
choose his employment and his master, even
when such choice legally exists, does not pre-
vent his service being trulyslavery. Forhe
has no choice but to toil incessantly for wages
barely affording a scant and *wretched sup-
port, or to starve—and no change of pursuit,
or of service, can make that condition better.
It is true that there is no legal prokibition to
the laborer to change his service. But it is
rare that any better situation can he found ;
and more generally, he who would abandon
his actual employment in the hope of obtain-
ing better, would be more likely ta obtain
neither new service or even still lower
wages. This must be the case while, for
every vacant place of a laborer to be filled,
there are two or more idle and starving
applicants ready to take the service with
half if they cannot obtain whole wages.
Such and other circumstances of difficulty in
obtaining new employment practically debar
the laborer from making the attempt to
change his service. And when, after spend-
ing the prime of his life and strength as a
slave to want and privation, the English
laborer becomes, by sickness or age, unable
to earn wages on which he and his family
can exist, the regular refuge from absolute
starvation is the pauper maintenance exact-
ed by law from the parish—to which wretch-
ed condition for himself and his more help-
less wife and young children, if any there
are, every English laborer looks forward as
his future destiny, scarcely less: certain to
occur than death. Under the Poor Laws
and the Poor-house regulations of England,

other country of Western Europe are able to in-
dulge in the very limited consumption of anim‘z}l
food that the good King Henry could only venture
to hope that his poor peasants might at some
future time enjoy. But this blessing, unattained
and unattainable by the free laborers of Europe,
is truly, literally and fully enjoyed by nearly all
of the negro slaves of this country; and it may
be asserted in all individual cases, except.of the
very rare exceptions of slaves being denied
animal food. Not only would thggsual allow-
ance gerve to supply an ampl at dinner for
every Sunday, if it were so riated, but so
much more than that amo B8 will supply
some meat every day in the week to every
laborer, and to every child, and to every aged,
infirm and useless slave on our plantations. A
deficiency of bread, so often suffered by every
laboring class in Europe, is a thing almost un-
known among our negro slaves. The most un-
feeling master, who knew and consulted hisown
interest, would never permit a deficiency of
bread to exist.

.

every semblance or pretence of what is gene-
rally and falsely called freedom disappears.
According to the discretion and will of the
overseers of the poor (acting under the gene-
ral direction and authority of the poor laws,
and in reference only to the pecuniary inter-
est of the parish,) the man is hired out to
whomsoever will pay the largest proportion
of the cheap sustenance allowed by the par-
ish—the wife is, by different location, sepa-
rated from her husband—the young children,
as soon as able to perform the lightest ser-
vice, are “put out” for their support, or a
portion of it, to any who will so employ
them, and, later, bound as apprentices, for
labor of any kind and at any place, to serve
their masters (as personal slaves) until ghey
reach twenty-one years of age. In short,
there is as much and as rigid coercion of
the paupers, as painful to endure, and with
as little choice of the place and manner of
their service, or of care used for their com-
fort, as in the exceptional cases of the few
negro slaves in Virginia who are, indeed,
hardly and cruelly treated. It is not neces-
sary to add, for the information of any who
are acquainted with both systems of slavery,
that, in comparison to the English pauper,
and even to his earlier condition as the over-
worked, under-fed and suffering hireling
laborer, supporting a family on regular
wages, the general condition of our negro
slaves is one of comfort, ease and happiness.*

But between the times of the early and
usual pauper slavery of the English laborer
in his childhood and through his minority,

* In Prgaurr LE BrUN'S romance, “ Mon Oncle
Thomas,” designed to satiarize the legislation
and policy of the revolutionary government of
France, he supposes the establishment, in the
Island of Juan Fernandez, of a colony with a
constitution designed to provide for a perfectly
free people. One of the fundamental principles
adopted was that no citizen should pay any tax
except by his own voluntary choice and indi-
vidual action. And there was only one general
tax imposed by law, which was upon respira-
tion. No citizen was compelled, or even re-
quired to pay this tax. He was entirely free to
omit the payment, provided he preferred and
choose also to cease to breathe. But to breathe,
without paying the tax, would be severely pun-
ished. This satire would be not at all exagger-
ated if applied to the “freedom” of the English
laborer. He is, by law, entirely free to choose
his employer and his employment, and to refuse
to labor, except for fair wages, and at his own
discretion. But the certain accompanimant or
consequence of his attempting to exert this legal
privilege is that he must starve.
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and his late pauper slavery in the decline of
life, there is usually an interval of consider-
able though uncertain duration, through
which it will, perhaps, ke claimed that he
is truly and completely a free laborer. This
time lasts only so long as he still retains his
health and the strength of manhood, and is
not yet burdened with the support of an in-
firm wife and helpless children, and there-
fore, even with the existing inadequate
average rate of wages, such an unincum-
bered and healthy individual laborer may
earn more than cnough for his daily mainte-
nance. But even then, the disabilities and
igflictions of pauper slavery are sensibly
and oppressively felt. Every laborer, when
ssing most strength and skill, and even
when also exhibiting industry and general
worth of character,and however healthy, and
entirely free from family or other incumn-
brances, still is regarded by every poor-rate
payer and by every parish official as a pros-
pective pauper; or one who, though not yet
chargeable to the parish, will surely become
so thereafter, when his health fails, or old
age approaches, if not much sooner. The
most independent laborer regards himself in
the same light of a pauper in a state’of trans-
ition. Therefore, there is an unceasing strug-
gle of all who have to pay poor-rates, and of
the parish authorities, to prevent the entrance
and legal settlement in their parish of any
new laborers from abroad. Such legal set-
tlement, and therefore a future legal claim
for support, in infirmity or want, would be
obtained by any new-coming laborer being
hired by the year, or being the tenant or oc-
cupant of any hovel for a home as long.
Therefore employment of such persons under
longer cngagements than as laborers by the
day, and, even for them, any fixed residence
in the parish, on rent or otherwise, are
systematically and rigidly denied to all
such outsiders. If induced by greater de-
mand for labor, and the hope of more
regular employment, or any other considera-
tions, to seek work in a different parish from
his own, the laborer ean only do so by walk-
ing every morning from, and returning at
_night to, his legal domicil—often it may be
ina crowded, filthy and pestilential village
or city. This residence may be miles of
distance from his place of employment and
daily labor, to be twice walked over every
day, and through all kinds of weather. If,
by unlicensed intrusion, such laborers con-
tinue to occupy any vacant and wretched

~

huts for temporary shelter, the covering
roofs are torn off by the owner, if he cannot
certainly prevent such occupancy by more
gentle means. Such a generarstate of things
—every parish so defending itself from the
entrance of laborersfrom all others—prevents
even the most efficient laborers from obtain-
ing new residences and settlements where
better wyges are offered, and discourages
even the attempt to improve their condi-
tion by removal. It is very rare that any
such attempt is successful. Thus, great dis-
advantages, amounting, perhaps, in degree to
a deduction of 50 per cent. from the existing
average amount of wages to be obtained,
are inflicted on all of the only individuals
who otherwise, and at any limited time,
might be truly denominated free laborers.
In this view, it may be asserted that even
this class offers no partial and limited ex-
ceptions to the general conditions of pauper
or hunger-wages slavery—and that there are
none free of all the class of day laborers in
England. If the laborers who are most in-
dependent, and most capable of earning the
best wages, are thus subjected, by a system
over which they have not the least control,
to disadvantages and losses, amounting to
the value of half of what might otherwise
be their earnings, or even to half of that
half, there can scarcely be a question that
the laborers so burdened are, to that extent,
slaves to the indirect operation of the pauper
system of bondage, in advance of its direct
and more complete coercion.*

SectioN 1I.—The still worse Slavery in British
*Coal Mines—Slavery of impressed British

» Sailors-—-Military Slavery----Few free laborers,
and many millions of miserable slaves of Eng-
land—--False pretences of England of oppos-
ing Slavery.

The foregoing positions, though applying
correctly to all the necessitous hireling poor
of Great Britain, were designed more especi-
ally in reference to agricultural and manufac-
turing day laborers. - But in this broad and
deep exposure of slavery, accompanied by

*In an article of “Chambers’ Journal,” most
appropriately entitled “The Slave System of
England,” (republished in the “Living Jge” of
July, 1847,) there are affirmed, on official au-
thorities, both the general system of common
usage, as stated in general terms above, and also
sundry particular extreme cases of much greater
enormity in the cruelty of the inflictions and of
the sufferings of these - victims of the industrial
policy, and success, and grandeur of England.



extreme suffering, there is a still deeper abyss
of misery and abasement, for the numerous
laborers in the British coal-mines. According
to official documents of unquestionable au-
thority, presented in reports of parliamentary
committees, the severity. of the toil, the expo-
sure and the physical sufferings of these
laborers, and especially of the women and
children, are extended beyond the limits of
human endurance; and yet, are exceeded in
enormity in the ordinary and general viola-
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servitude, unlimited as to time, place or other
conditions. , This bondage, more usually than
otherwise, was ended by death, or grievous
wounds. The wife and children of the naval
slave had probably passed the time of his
service as pauper slaves—with the additional
and worst misery of not even hearing from
the captive and -enslaved husband and father.
Yet this system of impressment (and which
has not even the direct sanction of law,) has
been the custom and general usage of “free”

tions of all the laws of decency which should ; England (professing to detest slavery), and it

guard female modesty, and of all the re-

- straints which are essential to the very exist-
ence of morals, and to defend young children
and helpless females from vice and the low-
est degradation. Such horrors are of ordi-
nary occurrence and common usage ; and, as
arestated in these official reports, (and which

" the system demands, and no husband or father
can prevent his wife or daughter being sub-
jected to,) could not exist or be tolerated any-
where except, as are these outrages on hu-
manity, where, hidden from the light of day,
and from the sight, and almost from ‘the
knowledge of all persons, except the wretch-
ed victims, who are the corrupted and bru-
talized slaves of the system, and their cruel
and callous employers, and their underling
task-masters and drivers.

Still more manifest examples of slavery,
and even of individual or personal slavery,
and of cases among the worst for injustice,
hardship and cruelty, are presented in the
impressment of sailors (and also of many who
are not sailors) at discretion, without even a |
rule of selection by lot, and accompanied by
the most brutal exercise of force and vio-
lence, by press gangs, to man the British
fleets in time of war. In this manner the
most worthy and useful men, in their indus-
trious pursuits of an honest livelihood, were
seized, and if attempting to flee, or to defend
their freedom or their persons from violence,
were struck down by bludgeons or the edge
of the cutlass, and beaten until powerless or
submissive.. In numerous cases armed ves-
sels, ordered to make impressments, watched
the return of merchant ships from abroad ‘to
the ports of England, and the officers used
that favorable opportunity to impress as many
of the ablest men as could be spared from
the crews when entering the harbor. Thus
the victims, after a long absence, in sight of
their homes, and in the joyful hope of soon
again meeting with their families, were torn

will be renewed in practice in the next and
every naval war.*

‘Who, unless an impressed English sailor,
can be more a wretched and even a personal
slave, than a Prussian soldier? Yet to this
terrible servitude every Prussian subject is
bound for fourteen years, if so long needed
by the government, at any time between the
ages of twenty and fifty years. And though
the duration and hardships of legal military
service may be less in the other countries of
Continental Europe, yet throughout, all men
of the lower classes are subject to suffer this
addition to the rigor and wretchedness of
their otherwise ordinary condition of slavery
to want, hunger and misery.

According to these views, there are but
few countries in the world, and few existing
conditions of society, in which the destitute
or the poorest laboring classes are not truly
slaves, in some one or other form. And of
all the various kinds of slavery, the most
wretched condition for the slaves (though
perhaps the most gainful for the masters) is
the slavery to want and hunger, to which are
so generally subjected the so-called ¢ free

* Adam Smith, when writing previous to the
American Revolutionary War, and when the
naval forces of Great Britain had never been
near so numerous as since, even then stated that
in time of war "forty or fifty thousand sailors
are foroced (by impressment) from the mnerchant
service to that of the king,” so as to increase the
wages of sailors in the merchant service “be-
cause of their scarcity, from 21 and 27 shillings
to 40 and 60 shillings a month.”” These SLAVES,
in the long war with France, were increased to
double or tripple~-<and the number required to
be kept up for nearly twenty-five years. In
1810, there were 140,000 sailors and marines
serving in the British navy---of whom much the
larger number were slaves by impressme::t; and
of these there were thousands who were neither
sailors nor British subjects, and with whom,
therefore, their being forced inta this siavery
had not the shadow of a pretext (such as is
claimed in regard to British sailors,) of either

away for a forced and cruel and dangerous

legal or acknowledged usage.
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laborers” of England—and to which,at some
future time, must be subjected the laboring
poor of New England, and of every other
community and country in which negro or
other personal slavery does not exist, and
where there is dense population, and the
arts of industry and the accumulation of
wealth are well advanced. Whether negro
slavery.is considered the greater or the less
evil, it is certain that its existence either pre-
vents, or is incompatible with, the presence,
in the same community, of class or hireling
slavery. If negro slavery does not actually
operate to exclude, or long postpone, the en-
trance of the more wretched and cruel slavery
to hunger and misery, the former must
necessarily end, before the latter kind can
begin to prevail.

«With these views I protest against the fit-
ness and truth of the usually received defi-
nitions and applications of “slave labor” and
“free labor”—and, in contradiction thereto,
maintain that, in proportion to the respective
populations, there are many more slaves in
England, and in very much more suffering
and painful conditions, than i all the negro
slaveholding States of this Confederation.

Serfdom (or villanage) is a form of slavery
(admitted to be such by all) which formerly
prevailed through all Europe, and by which
there are still held in bondage more -than
forty millions of persons in European Russia
and the Austrian empire. The serf is person-
ally and individually a slave to an individual
master, but is so held in connection with the
landcd estate on which theserf was born. The
proprietor has full as much legal or other’
power to maltreat or abuse his serf as has a
master of negro slaves in Virginia. But he
must sell or otherwise dispose of his serfs and
land together to a new proprietor, and cannot
scparate the property in the serf from the
land. This limitation may generally be some
_protection to the serf. But in many other
cases it may well operate to his greater dis-
advantage. For when population is crowded,
or likely soon to become s0, on gny one great
landed estate or section of country, the con-
tinuance in that condition is a privilege to the
slaves ot very questionable value. The great
evil and iniquity of the condition of serfdom,
where it still continues to exist, consists, not
in its being truly slavery, but in the slaves
being of the same superior race as their mas-
ters, and equally capable of receiving the
highest mental improvement. The serfs of
Russia and Austria are of the same Cauca-

sian blood as the nobles who own and rule
them as masters, and are naturally as high
in the scale of humanity as the families of
the Russian Czar and the German_Kaiser,
and, if free, might rise as high innh:e gcale
of intellect and moral worth, with the aid
of equal mental culture. Yet the existence
of this great outrage on humanity, still
maintdined in the permanent and rigorous
slavery of forty millions of Europeans, of
the white and highest race, has not greatly
shocked, and indeed has scarcely been
noticed by, the English philanthropists,
during their hypoeritical and unmeasured
denunciations of the slavery of the inferior
negro race in these southern States of North
America; which class has been as much im-
proved, exalted, and otherwise benefitted by
their slavery as the European serfs are held
debased below the degree of mental and
moral elevation to which they might attain,
if in a state of freedom. :

When considering the long-standing and
loudly asserted claim and boast of England
of being pre-eminently, and without excep-
tion, the “land of the free,” and the enemy,
the hater, and, as far.as possible, the de-
stroyer of slavery throughout the world, it
is difficult to pronounce which is most re-
markable of these several incidents of that
claim—the entire falsehood of the asserted
facts and premises, the shameless impudence
of the vain-glorious boast, or the pharissical
hypocrisy of the empty pretension to superior
virtue and charity.

England was formerly, and down to com-
paratively modern timeés, not. only the great
African slave-maker and slave-trader of the
world, but also subjected the captives sent
to the British West Indies to such cruel
and murderous treatment, that when her
late Act ‘of Emancipation was executed .
(after 178 years possession of Jamaica,())
there remained alive; of all the 1,700,00
Africans that had been imported and re-
tained, and of all their increase, but a rem-
nant of -660,000 to receive the boon of
emancipation. This was about one slave left
for every two-and-a-half imported and re-
tained. Mr. Carey, who quotes this state-
ment from the official reports, (¢ Slave Trade,
Domestic and Foreign,” pp. 14,) deems the
original importations understated, and that
in fact there had been as many as three
Africans so imported for each one left alive
and emancipated. (Compare this result
with the fact that the 300,000 Africans
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which were imported as slaves into the now
United ‘States, have increased, under their
very different treatment, to about 4,000,
0001

England—and more and more so since
she has become the great advocate for and
actor in negro emancipation—has reduced
to the most abject and suffering condition of
hunger-slavery her own many millions of
British born laborers. And this is the
necessary element and essential cause and
condition of England’s success in achieving
the great industrial and commercial pros-
perity and profit in which she stands proudly
axalted ans unrivalled among the nations of
the earth.

. England has subjected Ireland to both po-
litical and class slavery of the severest and
most orushing oppression, and in different
modes, from the first conquest to the present
time. 1f at any one time since the complete
conquest of Ireland, the whole land had
been confiscated at a single and general oper-
ation, (as hasbeen done throughout more than
once, by piece-meal,) and it had been entirely
shared out to new English colonists as pro-
prietors and cultivators—and further, if the
whole native population had also been be-
stowed as personal slaves on these same indi-
vidual new land-holders, and the natives and
their prosterity had been since held and treat-
ed in every respect as are the negro slaves in
these Southern States—there would have
been scarcely more of injustice, hardship
and cruelty, than in the actual policy and
treatment; and the population would have
been placed in a condition not more truly of
slavery, and beyond comparison more com-
fortable and happy, than they have experi-
enced as “ free” Irishmen.

Enormous as are the humbers of the miser-
able wretches made slaves by the home in-
dustrial system and policy of England, and of
the large proportion of these murdered by the
intolerable severity of its exactions, these
amounts are small compared to the victims of
another kind of slavery—that established by
the subjugation of Hindostan. There,a popu-
lation of more than one hundred and eighty
millions of a superior race, though of a.dark
complexion, and having capacity for a high
de of improvement, has been, and are, po-
cally enslaved, and to a degree of oppres-
sion exceeding any that Europeans could live
under or submit to, and almost beyond the
conception of any civilized.and Christian

people. The sole object of the governing
and master-power and class, is to draw from
the subjected race the greatest possible
amount of tribute or tax that can be ab-
stracted by force, and even with the aid and
common use of physical torture. No measure
of government, or regulation of police, or
military severity and outrage, is deemed
wrong or inexpedient, unless by its excess
of injustice and cruelty it should defeat its
object, and be less productive of gain to the
Government than would have been a course
more mild or merciful.

In the “Coolie apprenticeship” system,
hypocritical England first commenced, and
has since extended over many thousands of
deluded Chjnese and Hindoo vietims (trans-
ported to her African and American sugar
colonies) a new form of slavery, which dif-
fers in its results from her former system of
enslaving African pegroes only in its being
more cruel. The term of service (if that is
regarded and obeyed) is indeed limited to a
stipulated number of years—but the obliga-
tion is not, therefore, the less rigid, or the
less coerced by the scourge, and solely at the
will and for the interest of the master—and
the infliction of thisslavery is on people very
far superior in natural capacity, and in ac-
tual improvement, to the negro race. The
service being temporary, instead of perpetual,
operates still worse for the Coolie slave, in-
asmuch as it is the interest and sole object
of the master to get as much work as pos-
sible from the slave within his term of ser-
vice. Indeed, the greater number do not
live to the end of their engaged term—and
of those who live longer, and might again
become free, very fow can be able to return
to their native land. Even if the limit of
the term of a Coolie’s slavery is honestly ob-
served (to which contingency there must be
numerous exceptions), the very existence and
obligation of tEat limit must operate to pre-
vent any growth of attachment and kindly
feelings between the master and the slave,.
such as must necessarily spring up, and
strengthen with time, where slavery is
permanent and hereditary—and which con-
dition of mutual attachment is general be-
tween resident proprietors and their slaves
in this country. This system of limited,
but more cruel than continued slavery, has
been the fater of many thousands of Afri-
cans, re-captured by British cruisers, and
thus “apprenticed” in Trinidad and other
of the Crown colonies. And this is the so



8

called “liberation” of the re-captured Afri-
can slaves!*

Yet, with all this support of slavery in its
worst forms by England, Englishmen still

* The re captured Africans added to the Asi-
atic Coolies did not supply enough of “free
laborers,” or ‘colonists,” to England for her
sugar islands, and in 1851, (thirteen years after
the complete emarncipation of her West Indian
slaves,) after some smaller operations, under
authority of the British government, there were
from thirty-five to forty thousand Africans bought
(precisely as in the former slave trade) and
shipped to the West Indies, and there -“appren-
ticed.” This transaction was so palpably the
renewal, in another form, of the old African
slave trade, that the British government was
shamed out of it by public opinion; and has
lately denounced the like procedure as being
such renewal, when the example was followed
by the French government. The smnall proba-
bility of any “Coolie apprentice,” or * colonist,”
living as long as his time of slavery, may be
inferred from the follwing fact, quoted by the
Hon. J. P. Benjamin, in a speech (1859) in the
Senate of the United States: “Out of 4500
Coolies imported into Jamaica in 1846 and 1847,
only one-half remained alive in 1851.” This
systein, originated by England, has been adopted
in Cuba, as well as by France, and with the
same general features and conditions, which
must necessarily produce the greatest amqunt of
-suffering, and generally also death, From 1847
to 1858, there were shipped to Cuba 28,777
Coolies. Of these, more than 4000 died on the
passage. The subsequent annual deaths were
at least ten per cent. They were bound to serve
ten years, at $4 a month, one-half of which is

. retained by the master, to be paid to the Coolie
(amounting to $240) when he is released after
ten years service, Of course, few will live to
receive their retained wages—which would cost

|the master much imore to pay than to engage a
newly imported Coolie, under a like murderous
engagement, for every vacancy created by death
—to be either complied with, or avoided in like
manner. It must not be supposed that the $2 a
month contracted to be paid to the Cbolie is to
be at his free disposal. Out of that he must pay
for clothing, medical service,and other demands
sufficient to absorb the whole. It is most likely
that both the wants and the ignorance of the
Coolie slave enable his masters to keep him
always in debt, for advances—and that no money
payment is ever made, before the death of the
Coolie serves to wipe out all claims of payment
for his services. The precise terms of service
of the Coolie slaves are not known. No doubt
they vary in details in the different colonies.
But whatever may be the variations, and whether
under the English, Spanish, or French govern-
ment and policy, the general law and operation
of Coolie bondage, whether of Asiatic or negro
subjects, has been vorrectly characterized (by
the New York Day-Book) as the rule or recipe

+ ¢for killing the greatest number of laborers in

the shortest time.”

continue complacently to listen to, and ra
turously applaud, and receive as the justly
due eulogy of their country, the often re-
peated rhetorical flourish of Curran, which
will be here again quoted for the purpose of
standing in contrast with the true facts of
English action and merits in regard to
slaver

“1I speak [said the eloquent orator] in the
spirit of the British law, which makes liberty
commensurate with and inseparable from
British soil; which proclaims even to the
stranger and the sojourner, the moment he
sets his foot on British edrth, that the ground
on which he treads is holy, and consecrated to
the genius of UN1VERSAL EMANCIPATION.
No matter in what language his doom may
have been pronounced—no matter what
complexion, incompatible with freedom, an
Indian or an African sun may have burnt
upon him—no matter in what disastrous
battle his liberty may have been cloven
down—no matter with what solemnities he
may have been devoted upon the altar of
slavery—the first moment he touches the
sacred soil of Britain, the altar and the god
sink together in the dust—his soul walks
abroad in her own majesty—his body swells
beyond the measure of his chains that burst
from around him—and he stands redeemed,
regenerated, disenthralled, by the irresisti-
ble genius of UNIVERSAL EMANCIPATION.”

Secrion IIL—Tle conditions of society in which
only the labor of any country can be truly
free—and then but temporarily.

The only civilized communities in which
the laborers are not yet slaves (and of these
the exemption is but a transient condition,)
are the northern of the United States, or

(others (as Canada) tinder the like rare and

peculiar circumstances. The necessary con-
ditions (together with the absence of personal
slavery) are, population few and sparse com-
pared to territory, and ready means for sub-
sistence—and, therefore, thc demand for labor
by employers exceeding the supply of per-
sons desirous to be hired. Such conditions
will rarely be found, except in ‘a newly set-
tled or thinly peopled country. Nor can they
long continue even there, unless there is also
a ready outlet for the subsequently growing
and crowding population—and there are
vacant lands and greater profits for labor
inviting to emigration. The vast extent of
vacant, fertile and cheap lands in the West
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has served, and may long continue to draw
away so much of the increase of population
as to prevent in any of the northern States
the supply of labor becoming equal to the de-
mand. So long as the demand exceeds the

" supply, laborers can always obtain from em-

ployers fair and usually higher .than fair
wages. The laborer then may freely select
hisemployerand employment—as more hands
are needed for all than can be hired—and,
when at work, earning much more than he
needs for present subsistence, the laborer is
free to be idle (if he so chooses) whenever he
and his family are not destitute of the neces-
saries of life. This is the only condition of a
country in which its labor and laborers can
be deemed truly free; and this condition, but
for the peculiar circumstances of North
America, could not continue here long.
Whenever the valuable vacant lands shall
have been all settled upon, and there will
be no longer sufficient inducements for emi-
gration; and when, by the retaining and
crowding of population, the supply of labor
shall (as is inevitable) greatly exceed -the
demand, then in New England, as already
has been effected in Old Kngland, slavery
to want will be established completely,
rigidly, and in the form most oppressive and
destructive to the laborers, but the most
profitable of all slavery to the employers, to
capitalists, and to the industrial progress,
and for the accumulation of wealth for the
community. The lower the wages, and the
greater the privations to which the laborers
can be subjected by their eager competition
for employment and bread, the greater will
be the profits of the employers, or the lower
they can afford to sell their products, and
the greater will be the increase of trade, of
profits and of wealth to the country. This
is the advanced and flourishing phase of the
so-called “free labor” system—to the per-
fection of which system England has now
more nearly attained than any other country
of Europe, or any peeple that has heretofore
existed—and with which there is also the
most of want, toil, suffering and misery to the
laboring class, as well as the most of gain,
wealth, and luxury to the employing class
and to capitalists. Massachusetts already
begins to see the dawn of this much lauded.
splendor, and much coveted economical and
social condition. And in truth, if the pros-

erity and wealth of the higher classes, and
the extent of trade and of riches of the]
country in general, are the only objects

sought, without any regard to increasing the
destitution, misery, ignorance and vice of
the poor, and the much larger number of
the citizens—then I freely admit that the
falsely so-called “free labor” system is the
best policy, and that its ultimate fruition and
results should be desired, not only for
Massachusetts and all other “free’” States,
but also for Virginia, in preference to our
existing system and policy of negro slavery.

Secrion, IV.—Free labor and negro slave-labor
compared in their results, and especially in
reference to Massachusetts and Virginia—
Causes of high prices of Massachusetts lands
—The different operations and effects of the
receiving and paying of government bounties
and protecting duties.

Thus, the northern States, owing to pecu-
liar but temporary circamstances, are, at this
time, free labor communities, and will con-
tinue to be so until their population becomes
dense enough to make the supply of labor
greater than the demand. Massachusetts, as
the oldest of the northern States, has longest
enjoyed the alleged benefits of this condition
of free labor, and has now approached near-
est to the next succeeding condition of labor

of slavery 1o want. Virginia is the oldest of
the negro-slaveholding States,and has longest
.enjoyed the benefits and borne the peculiar
and incidental evils of that condition. There-
fore, when estimating the practical effects of
the two systems, these two oldest States will
be chiefly used as examples and referred to
for comparison. The two different systems
of policy and labor have each their unques-
tionable benefits and disadvantages. Both
are good in their general operation, where
long and fully established, as respectively in
these two States. Yet it would be extremely
disadvantageous, if not ruinous, for either
Massachusetts or Virginia to exchange its
own established labor system entirely for that
of the other.

The slave system of Virginia gives much

country of sparse population, and makes it
continuous in effort, and therefore, even if
slower and less effective for short times of

and profitable on the whole than would be
free hireling labor. It is more suitable for
extensive culture, under one directing and
controlling head; and by permitting leisure,
and opportunities for much social intercourse,

cheapened by competition and the beginning-

more command and control of labor in a new |

actual employment, it is far more efficient
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to the master class, and requiring of them,
and inviting to mental cultivation, there isa
constant tendency to improvement of that
class.in mind, manners, and in social advau-
tages and virtues. On the other hand, the
facility for obtaining the comforts and plea-
sures of life also invite to self-indulgence,

‘indolence, and negligent and expensive

habits—and these encourage the kindred
vices which often follow these errors.

The free labor system, if exclusively in
operation from the beginning of a newly
settled country (which, however, wisqot the
case with Massachusetts or any of the older
northern States,) would subject all employers
and proprietors to great straits in the general
scarcity and high price of free and hired
labor. Hence, every economy of labor would
be induced, and employers and proprietors
would necessarily be themselves laborious,
and frugal to the extent of parsimony. Their

.children, from an early age, would be trained

to the industrious and frugal habits of their
parents. No available means for gain would
be neglected, nor any expensive indulgence,
be permitted. Such circumstances would per-
mit farming only on a small scale—so that the
farmer, his wife, and sons and daughters,
would constitute the greater number, if not
all, of ‘his permanent laborers and servants,
for the farm or the house. - Thus, every one
is always at work, and helping to increase
both private gains and the public wealth.
But, on this account, none of the hard work-
ing rural population will have leisure for a
high degree of mental culture, or for the im-
proving pleasures of extended social inter-
course. The very long and severe winters
of Massachusetts, when socarcely any -out-
door labor can be performed, more than any-
thing else, have permitted and invited every
person to acquire the lowest branches of
school instruction. But this benefit does
not prevent a general and increasing want of
higher and more useful knowledge, for ac-
quiring which the lower branches of school
education are but the useful means.

» The system of negro slavery requires large
space for the best results, and large farms;
and such extensive operations, and the look-
ing to the main and great objects, lead to the
neglect of details and of minor advantages.
Hence, on one of our large, and alsp best con-
ducted and most profitable farms—great as
are the profits, and excellent the general
management—there is yet enough of waste
and negleoted values, in small matters, to fur-

nish a good income, if saved; and all of
which would be saved by Yankee farmers
on their small properties. For all these
reasons, in proportion to their respective
amounts of capital and labor, the small
northern farmer would make and save double
as much profit and accumulation as would a
large southern slaveholder. Nevertheless,
of all the before experienced northern far-
mers who have bought land and settled in
Virginia, and who, either with or without
slaves, attempted to exercise their beasted
northern skill in farming on a large scale, I
have never heard of one who did not fail,
or, at best, fall much below the results of
the ordinary management of his more care-
less and wasteful neighbors. .

'The larger space required for farming by
slave labor is obtained without much cost in
a new colony or settlement. Land is but one
(and then the least costly) part of the cul-
tivator’s total farming capital, and its market
price cannot rise or maintain a subsequent
price, higher than the owner can afford to
pay, or to retain so invested. If every farmer
occupies twice as much land as might serve
(with every small economy practised), and
such is the usage of the whole country, it
will follow that the general price of land
will not rise to a rate higher than one-half
of what it might be, if every owner would
bestow as much labor upon, and derive as
much product from, one acre as he does from
two. This is one only of the several causes
of land being higher priced in Massachusetts:
than in Virginia; though not a cause ne-
cessarily produced by slavery. For in many

articular cases, there are farms as highly
improved in Virgipia, cultivated with better
knowledge of agriculture, better conducted
(notwithstanding the admitted defects of
economy), and more profitable for the capi-
tal invested, than can be found in Massachu-
setts, or any other of the old northern States.
There are other and more operative causes
for the higher prices of lands in Massachu-
setts, which will now be stated.

The tendency of the system of free labor
(when the labor is also scarce and dear,) is
to reduce the sizes of farms to the least pos-
sible extent on which the proprietors can
make full use of their capital—and, of
course, to increase in proportion the number
of farms and proprietors. The unproduc-
tiveness of the soil in Massachusetts caused
a large ptoportion of the population to de-
vote their lsbors to navigation, fishing and

e e e
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whaling, trade and manufactures ; and their
natural and proper advantages and profits in
these pursuits have been greatly increased
by the bounties and discriminating and pro-
teoting duties enadted by the Federal Gov-
ernment, and which, raised from the whole
country (and as of all taxation, mostly paid
by the slaveholding States), yielded their
benefits, as bounties, mainly to Massachu-
setts and the other New England States, be-
cause these were best fitted to profit by them.
Thus, while the industry of all the agricul-
tural, and especially of the slaveholding
States, has been burdened with paying for
all this unjust policy (amounting altogether
to many hundreds of millions of dollars),
Massachusetts has received the largest pro-
portion of the benefits of the bounties so be-
stowed. The direct bounties for the cod-
fishery, paid out of the federal treasury
alone, have amounted nearly to $12,000,000
—and neerly the whole of this has been
received by Massachusetts and maine, which
was loug a part of Massachusetts. As the
largest shipbuilder, navigator and whaler,
Massachusetts has received the largest pro-
portion of the benefits of the indirect fede-
ral bounties to navigation interestsy and es-
pecially, and to this time, to American ship-
owners, and to the vessels engaged in the
coasting trade. Her greater fitness for man-
ufactures has also served to give her the chief
profits derived from the protecting duty sys-
tem of which the unjust and heavy burden
has been chiefly borne by the slaveholding
States, which have been unable to obtain any
profit from these offered bounties. A pro-
tecting duty of 20 per cent on certain fab-
rics might afford ample protection and profit
to Massachusetts’ manufacturers, which rate
of duty would not guard from loss a south-
ern manufacturer. Thus, a virtual monopoly
of the production and sale would be vested
in the manufacturers of the section which
had the best facilities to use the benefit. If
then the duty were raised to 40 per cent, it
would still offer so much more advantage to
the northern than to the southern manufac-
turer, that the former, while making still in-
creased profits, could undersell the latter,
and retain the principal or exclusive busi-
ness of production. For all these latter rea-
sons, of far greater operation than better
agriculture, the population of Massachusetts
has been increased to much more than dou-
ble of what it would have been if its whole
industry were as nearly agricultural as that

of Virginia. And this additional popula-
tion drew from abrokd, and from the govern-
ment protection and bounties, far the largest
share of the profits and wealth of Massachu-
setts. All this additional population, pos-
sessing and expending much more than .a
proportional amount of the general annual
income of the State, afforded to the fewer
agriculturists a home market of great and
sure demand, and of immense value. The
consequent prodigious benefit to the fewer
cultivators and land owners may well be con-
ceived, and the necessary effects in increas-
ing the demand for and price of the limited
amount of land, none of which was too re-
mote from towns to profit by the peculiar
benefits offered. For the demand for land
was not to raise grain—(for the production
of grain and agriculture proper have long
been and still are decreasing and declining
in Massachusetts—) hut to raise green vege-
tables and other products which do not ad-
mit of distant transportation, for the supply
of the many towns and villages and the
population not engaged in agriculture. A
“ home market,” when it is what the term
should imply, really at home, is unquestion-
ably of great value to agriculture, and which
(in many cases) if justly and judiciously se-
lected, the agricultural interest of a cofintry
may well afford to pay for, in consideration
of its benefits. But, in the case of Massa-
chusetts, there has been created in this ex-
tra and non-agricultural population and its
wealth, a vast home market, by which every
individual farmer is greatly benefitted, and
which home market has been built up and

is paid for by the bounty of the Federal -

Government, and mainly by taxes and losses
borne by the slaveholding States. To com-
pare fairly Virginia and Massachusetts in
these respects, it would be necessary to sup-
pose for %irginia an additional population of
industrious and wealthy consumers of agri-
ctltural products, of more than double all
the number now engaged in agriculture;

and further, that these ¢onsumers were main- *

ly supported and enriched, not by Virginia,
but by Massachusetts. Under sueh change
of conditions, the prices of land in Virginia
would soon be doubled, and those of Massa-
chusetts would sink to less than half their
iresent rates. And if the latter had never

ad any benefit from the bounty system, and,
on the contrary, had paid as much of the
costs of that system as has Virginia, at this

time, the population and wealth and pros- .
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perity of Massachusetts, as well as the price
of lands, would scarcely be one-fourth as
much as are now boasted of, and which are
falsely asserted to be wholly the results of
the superiority of free to slave labor.

SectioN V.----Other causes of high price of land,

« and further views of its operation, and that
of “free labor.” The condition of Massachu-
setts, so much lauded, is the infancy. of a sys-
tem of evil which is approaching maturity in
Englaud, and has fully reached it in China.

There are still other causes for the high
prices of landsin Massachusetts, and which
operate still more strongly in older « free-
labor” countries. These will be now stated,

" and their peculiar and powerful operation

fully admitted. Where the free labor sys-
tem prevails, and hireling labor is scarce and
high-priced, it will be a necessary conse-
quence (as stated above) that the small land-
ed proprietors and their families will not only
be regular laborers, but will constitute the
much larger proportion of the laborers on
all small properties. They will also be the
most diligent, hard-working, careful and fru-
gal of laborers—because every member of
the family is not only under more perfect
direction and control of the proprietors, but
also has every additional stimulus to exer-
tion and care that self-interest, family affec-
tion, and the pride of proprietorship can of-
fer. Every exertion of a hand, every min-
ute of time given to labor, every smallest
saving of products or means, will be so much
of addition to the income of the family, and
to the accumulation of capital. Such pro-
prietor-laborers—and especially when press-
ed by poverty as much as if they were hire-
ling laborers on the lands of others, (which
i3 not unusual)—are more industrious, and
more saving than any free hirelings, or any
individual slaves. Therefore, the smallest
farms, thus cultivated, will be made more
productive than any others in proportion %o
extent, and will be held at higher *prices
than larger properties. - Hence, there will
be a continual tendency to reduce the sizes

- of farms, and a consequent enhancement of

the market prices of small farms, to the
highest rate at which proprietors are content
to buy or to hold them. This rate is raised
still higher by another cause not less opera-
tive than the love of gain, or the pressure of
want. Besides the intrinsic and true value
which all cultivated land has founded on its
actual rate of production, every property has

also an additional element of value, which
enters into and increases its market price.
This is the gratification and pride feft by
and nourished in the owner, because of the
mere fact of his being a proprietor of land.
This feeling, and its effects, exist everywhere
—but in the highest degree where such pro-
prietorship is a rare distinction, and.of course
where such property is the most scarce,
costly, and difficult of attainment. It is felt
in Virginia—but with less intensity than in
Massachusptts—and in Massachusetts much
less than if France, (where the law has only
of late permitted, and now operates to en-
courage and almost compel the extremely
minute division of land—) and in France
less than in England, where it is rare for
land to be owned by any exzcept the very
rich. Independent of the products, or pe-
cuniary profits of land, its possession con-
fers a distinction something like the vulgar
estimation of a title of nobility=-which is
still more empty, and destitute of real value
and worth. This distinction of ownership
may be rated very high in some localities,
and very low in others. But everywhere it
is something—and its rate is so much added
to what would be otherwise the market price
of lands. But this value of mere proprie-
torship is not in proportion to the extent, or
to the productiveness or other true value of
lands. It is the greater in different coun-
ties in proportion to the scarcity of the dis-
tinetion, or the difficulty of its acquisition.
It is also much greater, in the same coun-
tries as to small farms than large, or in in-
verse proportion to their respective extents.
For the possessor of but five acres enjoys
the much coveted and highly prized distinc-
tion and rank of being a farmer on his own
land—and the owner of a thousand, or ten
thousand acres, is no more. Hence, this
pride of mere proprietorship might add $50,
or $10 per acre, to the appreciation of a
farm of but 5 acres’ extent—and might not
add more than $500, or half.a dollar the
acre, to a farm of 1000 acres. Hence the
strong inducement, where such demand is
strongly operative, to supply it by selling
land in small divisions—and go to hold it
divided. The present legal policy of France
compels the division of the smallest landed
property among all the children of a de-
ceased proprietor. Consequently, very many
farms, and separate properties, are from five
acres to less than one acre in size. From
other operating causes; in some parts of Ger-

.
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many the lands are mostly held in similar
very small divisions. The owners, the “ pes-
ant-proprietors,” as they are termed by J.
Stuart Mills, (who greatly admires and ap-
lauds the system) are as needy as are hire-
ing day laborers, and suffer as great priva-
tions. But; for the reasons stated above,
they are the most diligent and frugal of la-
borers, and appreciate their position of pro-
rietoxs so highly that many continue to
Kold and to cultivate farms which do not
yield, as capital, a net profit of more than
two per eent. In other words, if the fair
interest of capital is five per cent, these
" small peasant-proprietors hold their lands
(and could so selt them if choosing,) at mar-
ket prices between twice and thrice the
amount of their true intrinsi¢ value, as rated
by })roduction. The distinguished (and gen-
erally correct) political economist, just quo-
ted, pronounces these peasant-proprietors to

be the most productive of all landholders

and cultivators, and the most profitable ag-'

ricultural workers in these countries. And
he is right, if the most desirable and profi-
table end for the individual, and public in-
terests of a State, is to obtain the greatest

ossible amount of gross products from the
{)and, even if at the greatest cost of labor|
and privation, and want and misery, to the
proprietors and laborers, and with the least
of net profit, and of accumulation of in-
creased capital to the proprietors and the
State. Lands so held and tilled might in-
deed produce to the utmost capacity for every
rood of surface—would be bought and sold
at double prices—might perhaps bear a dou-
bled population, all peasant-proprietors and
all industrious laborers. But hand-labor
would- generally supersede team-labor and
labor-saving machines, and net product
would be diminished much more than gross
ﬁroduct increased. Each proprietor’s house-

old would eat or consume nearly all of his
own products, and leave a very small excess
for sale, and to furnish any addition to the
public wealth. The necessity for continual
toil and privation of the whole population
would forbid any indulgences in social
pleasures, or intellectual improvement—and
more and .more, in each succescive genera-
tion, extend the prevalence of general and
brutal rudeness of manners, and ignorance.
And, according to my views, this condition
of a country population—such as exists in
g}utﬂ of France and Germany, and to which

assachusetts is tending, (and, if a truly

,

self-supporting State, would be rapidly ap-
proaching, and would soon reach)—is as
truly a great and deplorable evil, as it is
supposed by many to be a great benefit and
blessing. Considered in reference to both
private and public interests and well-being—
or in regard to the happiness, wealth, and
mental and moral position of the whole com-
munity, and of every individual, this cond-
tion would be far less beneficial, and more
deplorable, than tbat of a negro-slavehold-
ing community, of but half the population
on equal space, with a less economical and
productive agriculture, in gross, and prices
of land less by one-half or more. In this
latter condition of things, the negro slaves
would enjoy more leisure, freedom from har-
assing oares, and more comfort and pleasure,
than the wretched and hard-working peas-
ant-proprietors and laborers—and the fewer
masters of negro slaves would have abun-
dance of leisure, and use it for social enjoy-
ments, and to improve manners and social
education. If there were less of gross pro-
duction, there would be much more of sur-
plus and of net products, and of sales abroad,
and of accumulation of private wealth, and
contributions to the general wevenue and ac-
cumulated wealth of the State. It has been
admitted that the more that land is divided
into small properties, and. cultivated by the
hands of the respective owners and their
families, the more effort arnd frugality will
be used, and more of gross products made
and saved. But no important facility to
save hard-labor can be made on such small
spaces. The farmer on five aeres only may
indeed obtain frcm it the greatest possible
product—even though his tillage is entirely
by the spade and hoe. But he cznnot afford
to use a good plough or strong team—and
still less a reaping or threshing machine.
The more that numbers are increased, and
even of industrious laborers, the nearer will
they be to the eating, or otherwise consum-
ing, the whole annual products of the coun-
try. Population, when increased to the
most - that the industry and products of a
country can support, does not add either to
the wealth or strength of the country, but
the reverse ; producing instead, poverty, ig-
norance, and weakness, and great suffering
to all of the laboring class, and destitution,
misery and even starvation, to many of the
crowded population. Such is the actual con-
dition of China, which, of all countries of

the world, is the most indust.iously and ef-
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feotively eultivated, the most productive, the
land most valued and high-priced, and which
also supports the most dense and laborious
and frugal population. Yet this great and
rich country barely feeds and sustains its
numerous inhabitants, and supplies but a
scant amount of the cheapest food to much
the greater number—poverty is general, and
extreme want and famine aro not uncommon
—there is but little surplus production to
increase the general wealth, or for public
uses—and the nation is even the weaker in
military condition, because of its great pop-
ulousness, which is only restricted from
greater inorease by misery, starvation and
systematic - infanticide.  Yet, while the
wretched condition of China is admitted by
all, and also the causes for it here alleged,
the very same causes, in their earlier opera-
tion and progress, and as applied to this
country, are supposed by many shallow rea-
soners to be elements and °evidences of
wealth, strength, happiness and general
well-being and greatness for this country—
causes which are alleged to be greatly bene-
ficial to the northern States, and which are
even deemed the best examples for imitation,
and objects to be earnestly sought by the
slaveholding States! China presents the
perfection and finality of the operaticn, of
the system of high-priced lands, cheap free
labor and dense population, which system is
but beginning to be effective in Massachu-
setts, and is more than half advanced to
eompletion in England.

Population, when near approaching, and
still more when having reached its maxi-
‘mum, or extreme limit (of means for subsis-
tence,) in any country, is admitted by all
sound thinkers to be an enormous evil.
Another great accompanying evil, also ad-
mitted,.is presented in the wages of labor
being too low to support the laborers. To
these evils, I would add as another the high
price of land, which is always an accompa-
nyment and aggravation of the other two—
but which, instead of being deemed an evil,
is'as commonly as erroneously supposed to
‘be a great and most desirable public benefit,
and a certain indication of great agricultu-
ral and general prosperity. .

Land, as all other farming capital, or stock,
has two kinds of value, of entirely different
character and operation. The one is the
value founded upon, and regulated by, the
products and profits of the land under cul-
ture. This is the true and only agricultural

and useful value ; and which, if known and

distinguished separately, will truly indicate

the actyal measure of the supposed agricul-
tural prosperity of a country, where all the
land 18 occupied. The other value of land
is as capital merely, or a commodity of trade
and speculation ; and which is regulated en-
tirely by the demand of purchasers, no mat-
ter for what objects, or under what delusion.
There are also two different private interests
of land-holders, as such, which ought to be,
but are not often considered apart. The
land-holder, as a cultivator or agriculturist,
is not benefitted, but may eventually be much
injured, by lands being priced higher than
according to their true productive value.
But to those who hold lands for sale; or as
capital for trade, the higher the rise of pri-
ces, and the more mouney to be obtained by
sale, the greater will be the gain of the in-
dividual sellers, in each transaction. Butit
is certain that such gains cannot be benefi-
cial to agriculture, or to the common weal.
For just as much as some members of the
community, as sellérs of land, may gain in
factitious and baseless enhancement of price,
is lost by others, as buyers in paying prices
too high for the value of land founded on
its production. If the lands of Virginia
could, and as speedily as is falsely and ab-
surdly maintained by the advoocates for sub-
situted free labor, be raised in price to the
present rates of Massachusetts, or to four
times as much as their true productive value
will now justify, the owners might individu-
ally profit as much, in that respeot, by sell-
ing their lands to others who would bear the
subsequent loss. - But if the sellers remain-
ed residentg of Virginia, or did not flee the
country with their new capital in money, its
quadrupled increase would scarcely secure
them, as abiding residents, from being in-
volved in the common ruin of the country,
to be produced through its prostrated agri-
cultural interests. To the seller of land, and
as such only, can the too high price of land
be beneficial. To the designed and contin-
ued holder, advanced market price is unim-
portant ; and to the buyer, it is altogether
injurious.

'

SeerroN VI.—Value of a “ home market,” if tru-
Jy at home; and why, and in what manner to
be maintained by all the Southern States.
The subject of home markets was inciden-

tally touched upon in a preceding section.
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Its importance requires the more full consid-
eration, which it will now receive.

The value of a home market for the pro-
ducts of agriculture, created in the new de-
mand for these products of neighboring resi-
dent mechanics, manufacturers, traders, nav-
igators, &c., and their families, I would per-
haps rate as highly as do the advocates of
the protecting duty and bounty system of the
federal government. All reasoners would
" admit its great value to agriculture, and to

all its neighboring country, where the home
market grows up naturally, or without any
fostering care and aid of government. Still
more vtﬁuable would be a home market to
its neighboring agriculturists, even if crea-
ted and sustained by legal protection, provi-
ded the burden and cost of that protection
were borne, not by the community receiving
the benefit, but by another and remote com-
munity and interest—as are the different
conditions of the older northern and south-
ern States under the federal system of pro-
tection and bounties. Further: I will ad-
mit that, in some caseg, it would be good
licy for a icular State or community
g) im);')ose taxg:r(?r burdens (and which would
be but of temporary operation) on itself, for
the purpose of introducing and establishing
new and appropriate industrial pursuits, and
so far creating a real home market in the
demands of new customers, resident in the
same community. To insure beneficial re-
snlts, it would only be necessary that the
subjects of protection should be selected with
wisdom and judgment, and with a single eye
to the interest of the community so taxed,
as well as by its legal authority only. Thus,
each and all of the southern States—which
are almost exclusively agricultural, and have
scarcely any important home markets in
manufacturers and members of other indus-
trial pursuits—would promote their own pe-
cuniary interest by severally imposing heavy,
and, in some cases, prohibitory license taxes’
on the sales of all such northern commodi-
* ties as might be as well, or nearly as gheaply
produced in the South; and also on all pro-
ducts of foreign countries, of which the
prices are much enhanced by federal duties
for protection, or which are imported in the
South, not directly from abroad, but through
northern ports and traders. The certain and
indefeasible right of each State to impose
such license taxes it'is not necessary here to
maintain. So far the new poliey proposed
might be maintained as correct on economi-
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cal grounds. But there are much more im»
portant political and protective or defensive
reasons. Such a system of policy, if adop-
ted by but a few (and more speedily and
effectually if by all? of the southern States,
and fully and strictly carried out, would not
only give to every such southern State valu-
able home markets and numerous new buy-
ers and consumers (at home) of agricultural
products, but would soon serve to bring the
northern Abolitionists to their senses by for-
cing them to see their complete dependence,
for their ptrofits and wealth, on southern
products and taxation, and on the tribute -
heretofore levied upon southern capital and
industry, and mainly derived from negro
slavery. .

The arguments of the protectionists in
favor of creating home markets by protec-
ting duties, operating to exclude t{ne taxed
foreign commodities, if addressed to the
manufacturing and bountied States, would
be impregnable. For these States pay but
a small proportion of the costs, amim enjoy
nearly all the benefits of the home markets
so created. But when such arguments, in
favor of federal protection, are addressed by
northern advocates to the people of the
South, they are both false and absurd.
And their absurdity is greatly increased,
and made more manifest and glaring, when
southern men advocate such protection
through federal legislation. When this is
effected, as has been through the whole
course of the protective and bounty system
of this country, the southern people bear
much the larger portion of the burdens (as
of all federal taxes) and of the whole cost,
and thé “ home markets” so created are not
in the southern, but almost exclusively in
the northern States, and mostly in New Eng-
land, where they are no more “home mar-
kets” for the southern States and people
than they would be if in Europe. Mr.
Henry Carey, the most earnest and able re-
cent advocate of the protective system, is
entirely correct in regard to the great ad-
vant'ges of home markets which he sets
forth, or of what he calls « placing the loom
and anvil by the side of the plough;” but
for this placing to be for our benefit in the
South, the newly introduced loom and anvil
should be by our plough, and not by that of
Massachusetts. If the southern advocates
for protection will direct their arguments
and zealous efforts truly for the protection of>
southern manufactures and' mechanical and

-,
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other products, through State legislation—
and thus, for building up new ¢ home mar-
kets,” not in the North but in the South—
not for northern but for southern agricultu-
ral products ; they would, for the first time,
have reason and good sense, patriotism and
sound State policy, on their side; and then
their exertions, concurred in by their
former opponents, and so made effective,
would redound as much to the wealth,
strength and political safety of the southern
States, as the federal protective and bounty
system has heretofore operated’in opposite
directions, and with most injurious effects on
_ all these great interests.

Sncrion VII.—How the removal of slaves from
Virginia would affect the prices of lands and
agricultural and general interests. Some ab-
surd and detestable doctrines on this question
cited and exposed.

In a preceding article, “ On the effects of
the high prices of slaves,” &e. (published in
DeBow’s Review for June, 1859,) I main-
tained the following positions, which will
here be again enunciated, but which will
not require to be again proved or argued :

1. That the higher the price, or costs, of
the whole of the farmer’s necessary capital,
the less must be the net profits of his farm
and business, for produots of equal amounts
and values obtained. ' '

2. That after the market prices of agri-
cultural capital and stock have been duly
adjusted and proportioned to the products
and profits, if thereafter one large part of
that capital, as slaves, should rise much ‘in
price, without a corresponding and equal in-
crease of the value of subsequent products,
then the market price of the other capital
stock, the land, must be as much reduced,
leaving the market value of the whole capi-
tal the same as before—or, otherwise, no
new investments will be made in agriculture
(capable of returning the ordinary profits of
capital,) and no previous owners of farms
can continue to hold them, unless to operate
for less than fair profits on their capital,
rated at its then market appreciation.

8. That the now greatly enhanced price
of slaves (caused by their more profitable
use and greater demand in the more south-
. -ern States) has already operated to forbid
new investments in agricultural capital in
Virginia—and has begun to reduce, and will
more and more reduce, the prices of our

lands. .
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What was maintained, in arguing these
proposgitions, as the effect of an undue high
price for slaves, in lowering, in equal de-
gree, the prices of lands (the only other
great subject of our farming capital), would
be equally true if these two subjects could
be made to change places. That is, if, be-
cause of any artificial or extraneous influ-
ence, our lands could be raised to, and main-
tained at, for a time, a much higher rate of
price than their products would justify, or
than could return fair business profits, then
the other great subjects of farming capital
must be reduced in proportion—or other-
wise investments in agriculture would cease,
until the price of capital, in some other
parts, or generally, for want of purchasers,
had fallen low enough for profitable invest-
ment. As such reduction of price could not
occur gs to slaves, (because their price is
regulated by the great and increasing for-
eign demand), the necessary and inevitable
fall of price would take place in regard to
lands, which therefore would soon lose all
their recent undue or factitious apprecia-
tion, if not further sink below their former
and then fair market value.

It will be a subject for separate and later
consideration, whether (as usually supposed)
the high price of land of itself is adl:mnta-
geoumto agricultural interests, or the reverse.
But the opposers of negro .slavery having -
assumed as true the affirmative .of this pro- .
position, have eagerly seized upon the actual
difference of the prices of lands in the nor-
thern and southern States, to use as their
great argument for the destruction of negro
slavery and its substitution by free labor.
To strengthen this argument, the actual dif-
ferences of prices have been greatly exag-
gerated, and the great and especial causes
of high priced lands (as in Massachusetts)
have been entirely overlooked, or designedly
ignored. Further: It has thence been in-
ferred, no less foolishly than falsely, that the
removal of all the slaves from Virginia by
sale (or,as many have contended, even by
gratuitous emancipation,) would have the
simultaneous or speedy effect of introducing
as much free labor from abroad, and thus
speedily and greatly would the prices of our
lands be raised, and all to the great benefit
and gain of the agricultural interest and of
the commonwealth. Formerly, when theo-
retical anti-slavery opinions were general in
Virginia, many persons, otherwise intelligent

and judicious, would have readily concurred
. |
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in this false doctrine. That time of general
delusion in regard to negro slavery, happily
for Virginia, has passed away. Recently
and now there are but few who still enter-
tain such opinions. But, lest I should be
charged with contending against shadows,
and exposing errors and absurdities for
which no respectable authority or voucher
can now be found, I will quote two passages
from editorial articles of Virginian newspa-
pers, holding different politieal creeds, and
respectively attached to the two great oppo-
sing political parties. QOue of these is the
Norfolk Herald, the oldest newspaper, and
still conducted by the oldest editor of the
commonwealth. In an editorial article of
this paper (of 1853, as supposed) there was
the following passage :—

“Let those who are lured by the prospect
of gain, or who really believe that they can
better their condition by emigrating to the
new States, follow their bent, and take their
slaves along with them. The vacuum may
cause a momentary weakness, but it will be
only to recruit with two-fold'vigor. The
places of every slave will in time be filled
with hardy, industrious, tax-paying, musket-
bearing freemen, of the right stuff to peo-
ple a free State, which Virginia is destined

to be one of these days, and the sooner (con-

sistently with reason) the better for her own
ood.”

8 This pa.ssaée is but a strongly expressed
enunciation and repetition of the old and
hacknied general proposition of the anti-
slavery school, and therefore needs no fur-
ther notice. The next quoted authority re-
quires more consideration, though upon other
grounds than that of respect due to the opin-
ions advanced, or the reasonson which they
are placed. The following passage is part
of an editorial article in the Richmond Ehn-
quirer of 1858, commenting on the move-
ments in the then recent session of the
Southern Convention. It was deliberately
set forth and cautiously worded, and was
subsequently reaffirmed by the editor :

“If a dissolution of the Union is to be
followed by the revival of the slave trade,
Virginia had better consider whether the
south of the northern Confederacy would
not be far preferable for her than the north
of a Southern Confederacy. 1In the North-
ern Confederacy, Virginia would derive a
large amount from the sale of her slaves to
the South, and gain the increased value of

her lands from northern emigration ; while,

in the Southern Confederacy, with the Af-
rican slave trade revived, she would lose two- .
thirds of the value of her slave property and
derive no additional increase to the value of
her lands.”” ]
The Enguirer, in former years, and for a
long time, was onc of the ablest and certain-
ly the most influential of the political jour-
nals of Virginia, and, perhaps, of all the
southern States—and even now may retain
something of the remains of that deference
which formerly was due to its then influence
if not to its always asserted claim (not al-
ways, however, even formerly, well founded)
of being the zealous and faithful advocate of
the rights and interests of the southern
States, Further: inrecent and at the pres-
ent time, and in States other than Virginia,
this paper may have acquired undeserved
consideration as a supposed exponent of now
prevailing public opinion, or of the epinions
of some of the leadirg politicians of Virgi-
nia, founded on the known family as well as
partizan relations of the chief editor. But
for these -different circumstances, either or
all of which may operate abroad to invest
the Enguirer's doctrines with some factitious
and undeserved importance or false prestige,
the several propositions above quoted would
not, for their own worth or influence at home,
demand either reply or notice. As it is,
some comments will be submitted on the
main and also the incidental positions of the
editor. And first, before adverting to the
older fallacies of the removal of slaves serv-
ing to bring in free labor and to raise the
price of lands, I will ask attention to some
other opinions expressed in this notable pas-
sage, which ought to excite indignation or
contempt in the mind of every Virginian .
who is true to Virginia and to the South.
So far as I kndw or believe, there is not
any other editor, or any respectable and
known individual writer in Virginia, who
would endorse and support these doctrines of
the Enguirer in regard to preferring for Vir-
ginia a northern rather than a southern po-
litical conuection. If there are any persons
in Virginia, except the few northerners in
feeling, and the still fewer abolitionists or
incendiary northern emissaries and agents,
who would, in any contingency, prefer that
Virginia should be attached to the northern
rather than to the southern Statés, there is
yet no evidence of such preference—or at
least of any but in the above-quoted d.cla-
ration. If all the votes of Virginia could
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be polled on this particular question, at least
nineteen-twentieths of them would strongly
oppose the choice implied in the words quo-
ted. And if there can be as many persons

« a8 one-twentieth who would, in any contin-

genoy, prefer political connection with the
northern States to the southern, the fear of
public indignation would prevent the avowal
of that opinion, which would be so general-
ly deemed hateful and abominable.

There is great virtue in an “if.” Tt is
easy enough to see that the *“if” of the Fni
quarer was designed to serve as a safe pas-
sage through which to crawl out of the dif-
ficulty, which, without the ¢ if,” would have
been obvious toevery reader. The Enguirer’s
implied preference and recommendation for
Virginia, in the event of a dissolution of
the Union, to side with and remain attached
to the northern rather than the southern
States, were presented as if based on a con-
dition precedent—the re-opening of the Af-
rican slave trade—which was then, and is
even now, 3o unlikely to occur soon, that
such a test of the Enquirer’s principles was
not likely to be practically applied. For
various reasons, good and bad, strong, feeble,
or entirely fallacious—the great body of the
people of Virginia are strongly opposed to
the re-opening of the African slave trade;
and by very many of them that policy would
be held in detestation and abhorrence.
With all of this large number, and also with
other very cursory readers, the words of the
Enguirer might well pass as a mere indirect
assertion that the re-opening of the slave
trade would be an evil greater than the sep-
aration of Virginia from the South and her
adherence to the North ; or, in short, as but
a hyperbolical expression of disapprobation
of a policy that could not be too strongly de-
nounced. Further, it is only upon the oc-
eurrence of the contingency that the Union
is about to be dissolved, and, a8 a con-
sequenge, the African slave trade to be re-
opened, that the Enguirer recommended to
Virginia to side with the North against the
South. Until this very improbable and dou-
ble contingency shall occur, the Enquirer,
by virtue of its “ if,” will still assert its claim
to be strongly southern, both in principle
and in every doctrine advocated. But what-
ever may be claimed for it, the «“if,” of the
Enguirer should not be deemed of the slight-
est value as protection from the general in-
dignation which would be incurred by a
naﬁd and unconditional avowal of prefer-

ence for the connection of Virginia with the
northern States rather than the southern, in
the event of a dissolution of the Union.
The “if”’ is as worthless as a part of the ar-
gument, as is the entire series of proposi-
tions false as a whole. If the possible oc-
currence of the reopening of the.African
slave trade, after a separation of the Union,
will indeed render it expedient and prefera-
ble for Virginia to separate both her natural
and politica% connection from the more south-
ern States and to adhere to the northern,
then there would exist precisely the same
reasons for such preference and action, with-
out the re-opening of the slave trade, or any
prospect or possibility thereof. What are
the alleged reasons? In the “northern con-
federacy,” as says the Enquirer, ¢ Virginia
would derive a large amcunt from the sale
of her slaves to the South, and gain the in-
creased value of her lands from northern
emigration, while in the southern confede-
racy she would lose two-thirds of the value
of her slave property, and derive no addi-
tional increase to the value of her lands.”
Now, if the latter portions of these asser-
tions were true (as they are not), then they
would operate as strongly, as reasons, with-
out the revival of the slave trade. Without
its being revived, the prices of slaves will be,
as now, much higher—higher by two-thirds,
the Enquirer says—than if the trade were
reopened. Therefore, according to this doc-
trine, there are not only as great, but greater
reasons and inducements operating now to
sell off all our slaves, and have the vacuum
so caused, in population and labor, filled by
northern or European free laborers. And if
by selling all our slaves, it were true, as the
Enquirer maintains (and as I deny), there
would be gain to Virginia in the (thereby
caused) increased value of her lands, effect-
ed through northern emigration, then it is
no less desirable now to seek that end, and
through the means stated, and before the
possible reopening of the African slave trade
shall begin to diminish the present high pri-
ces of our slaves. Further—even if admit- -
ting fully the argument of the Engquirer,
stripped of its non-essential contingencies—
that it would be good State policy to sell all
our slaves, and s0 invite immigration—yet as
this can be done generally and completely
only by legislative and coercive enactments,
it is a legitimate deduction that this proper
State policy ought to be so enacted and en-
forced, and thus that Virginia shall be, and
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as speedily as possible, freed from the pres-
ence of negro slaves, and rendered in policy,
and, of course, in sentiment, one of the
hireling-labor, Abolition and northern States.
It the propositions of the Enguirer, fairly
argued and carried out, do not lead inevita-
bly to these conclusions, it would throw
much needed light on the propositions as-
serted for any other legitimate deductions
from them to be maintained by legitimate
argument.

In pursuing the main course of the dis-
cussion, there were some important side is-
sues passed by, which would well deserve
the consideration of those who have faith in
any of the propositions above quoted. Even
if the contingencies supposed by the FEn-

trer had actually occurred, or were mani-
%:stly about to occur, . e. “a dissolution of
the Union, to be followed by the revival of
the slave trade,” it may be asked whether
Virginia, if waiting so long to act, as recom-
mended by the Engm'rer, could then, even
on the false grounds assumed, obtain the
promised profit in selling her slaves to the
South? Would the then all-powerful non-
slaveholding and slavery-hating States of the
northern confederacy (even now, eighteen or
nineteen in number) permit the only two
adhering slaveholding States, Virginia and
Maryland, to continue the ¢ iniquity” of
either selling or holding slaves? And even
if there would be any possible ground to
suppose such permission to be granted, and
the involved rights to be respected by the
then all-powerful northern States, there is
still another as important difficulty in another
quarter, viz : What possible interest would
the people of the more southern States then
have t6 buy all the negroes of Virginia, at
prices three-fold greater (as estimated by
the Enquirer) than would be required for
other slaves that they could then freely buy
from Africa? And, even if pecuniary in-
terest did not forbid so absurd a preference,
what other inducement would there be for
the more southern States to minister to the
benefit and profits of Virginia by buying
her slaves at higher, or even at any prices,
and so faciliate her change to free labor,
after Virginia had deserted and basely be-

trayed her section and her principles, and|.

for this absurd hope of pecuniary profit, had
chosen ‘alliance with, and political bondage
to, the northern States ?

Secrion VIII.—How the substitution of free labor
for slave labor would finally operate on agri-
cultural interests—High price of land, of it-
self, not a benefit to agriculture, and may be
the reverse—-Still greater evil in fluctuating
prices.

But enough of reference to the incidental
and minor question. I will now proceed to
the consideration of the main proposition of
the opposers of negro or personal slavery—
which is (a8 enunciated above at home,
and by thousands of anti-slavery authorities
abroad), that the removal of negro slavery
and slave labor will bring in a sufficient
supply of free laborers—and that the change
will operate speedily, greatly and profitably
for the land owners, in raising the prices of
lands. I deny the general proposition, and
also each of its minor parts; and, so far as
the present land-owners’ interest are con-
cerned, will maintain that the pecuniary evils
of the change would scarcely fall short of
the evil political and social results which
have been previously and elsewhere asserted.

The same general positions were assumed
by the English anti-slavery party, to advocate
and prove the expediency of the general
emancipation of slavesin the British colonies.
There, however, it was argued that the eman-
cipated negroes would be more industrious
when freed, and therefore their labor would
be cheaper than the previous slave labor.
The same reasoning was then used and be-
lieved in by every emancipationist in these
United States—of whom there then were
many in the southern States. Since the utter
failute of obtaining labor from the emancipa-
ted slaves in the West Indies can no longer
be denied, the opposers of slave labor can no
longer promise free negro labor as a substi-
tute. But, in this country, the old argument
is still maintained, with the mere change of
terms, of free northern atd European labor
being now promised as the substitute for the
negro slave labor lost—and an improvement
is claimed in the change, which, while re-
taining to the owners the high prices of their
slaves, by selling them, will serve also to
more than double the present price of their
lands. ' |

In reply to these assertions—first, let us
inguire in what manner, and by what new
inducements, the removal and scarcity of ne-
gro slave labor will operate to bring in free
labor. That the removal of slaves, and a
oconsequent greatly increased demand and

price for hireling labor, will bring from
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abroad some amount of the latter, is freely
admitted. Also, that, in a very long course
of years, the low prices of land, reduced to'
one-fourth or less of their present rates, may
invite so many foreign and new purchasers
as gradually to fill the country with new and
small proprietors, who, with the aid of other
mere hireling laborers, may even till all the
land now under culture, or more. Further:
the longer continuation of the (so-called) free
labor system at a much later time, by redu-
cing the extent of farms and creating
greater demand for lots and residences by
the then mare crowded population, may raise
the price of land to higher than the present
or slave labor rates. for land. All this may
be admitted without strengthening the anti-
slave labor argument in the least. For even
if free labor shall be so invited, and shall,ina

long course of -time, become never so plenty

and cheap—and if land shall finally be appre-
ciated never so highly—the early, and also a
long continued operation of the change will
be to make labor much scarcer and more cost-
ly at first, and for a long time, and land must
sink very low in price, and be reduced as
much in extent of culture, before an impor-
tant reaction can be expected, and before
higher than the present prices of land will be
caused by a new demand of immigrant or
other buyers. If such final results are, in-
deed, to be deemed benefits in any aspect, it
would be at least fifty years, and more likely
more than a century, before they could begin
to be realized, and very long after the present
owners were dead, after having been utterly
ruined by the removal of slave labor, or after

- they or their children had fled from Virginia

to avoid the manifestly approaching ruin of
all property-holders who remained.

If the mere removal and scarcity of slave
labor would serve to invite enough of free and
hireling labor from abroad, why is Mary-
land now so much wanting in labor of every
kind? Why are our counties, which border
on Pennsylvania and Ohio, (where slaves
cannot be kept in safety, because of the dan-
ger of their loss by Abolition action,) so de-
ficient in labor? There is in all Maryland,
and these parts of Virginia, great demand for
hireling labor, yet the supplies have not, by

ous as is the employment of the latter.
Higher wages are required by white hire-
lings, and greater indulgences, while they
are more intractable, less contented, and
(often more lazy, and always less serviceable
and reliable than negro slaves. These are
truths known to every experienced Virginia
farmer. And to the experience of all such,
whether on our borders nearest to the free
labor and slave-stealing States, or in our
interior counties, I appeal to sustain my
position of the greater cheapness and econo-
my of using negro slave labor in preference
to free labor. There is no position, in re-
gard to agricultural or political economy,
|which could be better sustained by reason-
ing and by evidence. But I will not occupy
more time and space on this point, than to
'refer the decision to every farmer’s experi-
ence and knowledge of the comparative
prices charged for hireling and slave labor,
and their respective advantages and disad-
vantages.

the actual and increasing operation of the too
high price, and consequent removal of our
slaves by sale to the South, is to reduce the
price of land ; and to prevent investments of
capital in agriculture, until the price of land
shall be enough reduced to compensate in its
lower cost to the new purchaser the increased
coast of his investment in slaves at theiren-
hanced prices. As there is nothing in these
changes, or their causes, to increase the
amount or the prices of agricultural products,
we may suppose that they will maintain the
previous average rates. Then the gross.in-
come of the farmer will remain the same—
while either the removal of labor, or the de-
cline of land in price, or the certain approach,
or even expectation of either or both, will
serve to render the farmer’s position uncer-
tain, his prospects of the future still more
doubtful—-to discourage the effort to improve
his land and his business, by presenting,
plainly in view, the probability.of his neces-
sarily selling his land and removing with his
negroes to a region where their produotive
or laboring value is equal to their market
‘price. Under such circumstances of begin-
ning actual loss, or prospective and much

As I aimed to show, in a previous article, .

half, filled the void made by the femoval or greater future loss, in his general busi-
absence of slave labor. And «he sufficient’ ness—when his slave-labor (as capital) costs

‘reason i8, that the free labor that is offered, him much more than he can afford to pay.

and which would come in any amount, if at for or to retain as an investment, and when
high enough wages, is now dearer and less free hireling labor, even if to be obtained,

suitable than slave labor, costly and haard-, would be certainly much dearer—could it be
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possible that,’thus situated, Vlrglma. farmers
could pay still higher prices for thé free labor
of white 1mm1grants/ If the furmer who is
the best supplied with slaves, even now, can-
not obtain fair profits from their labor (as the
profits of invested capital), because of their
high appreciation for sale, can others, having
no slaves, afford to employ free labor at still
higher rates?

But suppose, notwithstanding all these

- reasons and all losses, our farmers, deprived

of slave labor, whether gradually or sud-
denly, would, by their necessity, be compel-
led to hire the free labor of immigrants, at
any price required. At first, and during the
greatest scarcity and demand, the price would
be exorbitant. And should the high price
serve to increase the supply of labor 50 as to
bring it, within some eight or ten years, to
fair and uniform rates for free labor, these
rates, for the reasons stated, would still be
higher than those of slave labor now. During
all these changes, the farmers would have
to bear either greater or less of annual loss,
if counted on their original capital stock.
But, in truth, under such circumstances, (as
the price of wages would not fall below a
fair rate so long as labor was truly freel)

. their other capital; land, must fall, unti

whether to the original possessor or to & new
buyer, the value of the whole capital was
so reduced, that the reduced profits still
offered a fair return for cultivation. This
might take place, possibly, after many years
of continued ‘depression and loss to the oc-
cupants, and of the ruin of one or more of
them in succession, before the prices of
land were reduced to their lowest rates.
Then, a new purchaser, who bought a farm
for one-fourth (or it might be one—tenth) of
its former price, might make a profit on his
cheap’land investment, even with having to
pay the high price of free labor for its cul-
tivation.

Next, let us inquire what would be the in-
ducements that would operate to incite new
purchasers of land in Virginia, and especi-
ally from abroad, whose increased demand
for land shall serve (as promised) to greatly
raise the price of lands. It is admitted that
new purchasers may be so brought into the
land market by prices being reduced suffi-
.ciently low, and by that inducement only.
Passing by the universal ruin to be caused
to the present and even later proprietors
and successive generations by such a de-
cline, so great and long continued, the

question occurs, how low a rate of price
will serve to induce new buyers to occupy
our reduced and partially abandoned and
desolate fields? Let it be remembered that
while the prices of land were sinking, and
the owners, also, were being reduced to less
labor, income and means to live, the lands
would also, and necessarily, get into bad
condition, and partly out of cultivation; the
buildings would go to decay or utter ruin,
and the whole face of the country would be
generally becoming waste, desolate, and
much of it returning to the original wilder-
ness state, except that its prior fertility had
been exhausted before its bad culture had
been abandoned. Under the necessary ccn-
ditions, the land now valued at $20 the acre,
would, probably, not be fit to yield a fair
farming profit to a purchaser at $4. And if
to be bought at $4, or even at half that price,
there will still be no-inducements for pur-
chasers and new cultivators to come from
abroad, so long as rich new lands in the
West can be bought of the United States
government at $1 25 the acre; or be sct-
tled upon and occupied, and a preemption
right thereby acquired for the occupant to
buy at that low price, whenever the govern-
ment shall subsequently order the sale of
the territory.

Now, under these, or any possible con-
ditions and results of the removal of all our
slave labor, and the change to the free labor
system, such as above described, would be
the manner in which only could be finally
reached the alleged benefits, promised by
the anti-slavery school, of substituted immi-
grant free labor, and immigrant land buyers
and farmers. The opposers of negro slavery
and slave labor are welcome to my broad
admissions, and to make the most of them
for their cause and argument.

But my admwissions of consequences, and
the supposed progress of events, so far, have
merely reached the supposed filling of the
country with enough free labour, at the or-
dinary higher wages of frce labour—and
found enough purchasers for the land at
greatly reduced prices. I am willing to ex-
tend the views to such far .remote time as
will serve to crowd the population, and
thereby raise the prices of lands to any
rates required for the opposing argument;
and, in short, to admit that Virginia, in a
very long course of time, may be brought
to us near the present condition of Massa-
chusetts as can be, in the entire absence of

-



22

all the government protection and bounties
which have operated to build up for Massa-
chusetts full one-half of the navigation
trade, manufactures—the population, the
extent and the demands of the towns, and
the consequent high price of lands, and the
general profits and wealth of the people.
But putting aside these great advantages
bestowed by the federal government, and
which Massachusets has fully enjoyed and
profited by, and which Virginia has largely
helped to pay for, but never can receive—
let it be admitted that, under the then free
labour system, Virginia may, in two or three
centuries, become more populous, and the
lands be raised to much higher prices than
now—still there would not necessarily“be a
more prosperous, happy, or worthy com-
munity. Increased population and increas-
ed prices of lands, both are important ben-
efits when resulting from the true and grow-
ing prosperity of a country. But either
may be the accompaniment, if not even the
result, of the privations or misery of the
people. For a long series of years in re-
cent times (preceding and up to the Irish
famine, which operated to change circum-
stances,) Ireland increased more rapidly in
population than any country of Europe—
was more densely populated than any except
Holland, Belgium, and some others of the
most fertile and highly cultivated small
Territories—the land was exceeded by no
country in fertility, and its price, to the oc-
cupier and cultivator, was enormously high.
.The poor Irish peasant had to pay to his
landlord, .or more often to the ¢middle
man,” more per acre for the annual rent of
his potato patch and its wretched hovel,
and to live on potatoes only, than would
have bought the full property, in fee-simple
right, of as much and as good land in the
United States. Yet, with all the greatly
lauded and coveted benefits of dense and
rapidly increasing population and high-
priced lands, Ireland was the most wretch-
ed country, with the most destitute and
miserable people of all Europe, and, indeed,
of the civilized world. The extreme case
of Ireland never can be paralleled in Amer-
iea. But even that condition of dense pop-
ulation, high price of land, and low price
of free labour, (improperly then so-called,)
as is coveted by some persons as an improve-
ment and blessing for Virginia, could only
be reached through a long course of early
loss to the. property-owners, and of late

privation and suffering to the poor and more
destitute inhabitants.

The high price of land, of itself, and
considercd in regard to the then present
and future time only, is not a_ benefit to ag-
ricultural interests, nor the community—
but the reverse. It operates to increase the
cost of investment in agriculture without
increasing the products, and, therefore,
serves to lower the profits of, and so to dis-
courage agriculture. The low price of
lands, by the reverse operations, offers
cheaper investments, consequent higher
profits, and, therefore, greater encourage-
ment to agricultural pursuits.

When lands rise in price, slowiy and
gradually, and the -rise is based upon the
improvement and increased capacity for
production of the lands, such rise is the
best indication of the sound prosperity of
agriculture, and is also a stimulus to in-
creased industry. But the attainment of
the highest rate of price, (even in this ben-
eficial manner,) however truly indicating a
previous and past progress of prosperity of
agriculture, is not an element of, or as a
means for, future profit and prosperity,
as would be low price of lands, suppos-
ing all other facilities for their use to be equal.

But of all evils of either high or low
prices of land, none are so injurious to the
owners, and to the agricultural and general
interests of a country, as fluctuating prices
—and are changes caused, not by any
changes of the intrinsic worth of the land
itself, or at all dependent on the will and
action of the owners, but by artificial and
extraneous circumstances. Such causes have
operated most banefully in Virginia, espe-
cially in the great expansion of irredeema-
ble bank issues in and after 1814—(which
caused apparent and great. increase of the .
prices of land, which was, in fact, but the
depreciation of paper money, and the stim-
ulus of speculation thereby produced)—the
succeeding collapse of bank and paper
credit, and consequent extensive losses and
bankruptey of proprietors, and therefore
great and undue depression of prices gen-
erally—and the great emigration from Vir-
ginia, and cspecially of slaves, caused by
losses to proprietors, and invited by the
higher profits of agriculture offered to
them on the cheap and rich cotton lands of
the new South-western States. After strug-
gling through those opposite evils and fluc-
tuations of too high and too low prices of
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lands, a time began of general moderate
and continuous profits from cultivation of
very general improvement of farms, and a
consequent gradual rise of the value and
of the market prices of lands, as well as of
slaves, and both founded on the real pro-
ducts and profits of agricultural property
and the then existing investments. This,
the best and most prosperous time of agri-
cultural progress and profit in Virginia, be-
gan (varying in different localities) between
1830 and 1840, and continued until re-
cently, when a check and then a decline of
the price of land and of agricultural pros-
perity began, and must become more ex-
tensive and rapid, with the continuance of
of the producing cause—the high price
of slaves—already increased to a higher
rate than the products of their labour in
Virginia will remunerate, and, accordingly,
operating to forbid new investments in ag-
riculture, and so to reduce the prices of '
lands and to discourage their improvement
and best cultivation.

Secrion IX.—The actual working and practical
results of the free and slave-labour systems
compared, as shown by evidence furnished

. by the United States Census and other public
statistics.

Throughout the foregoing argument, the
positions assumed have been mostly main-
tained by reasoning a priori, and by deduc-
tions made by reasoning from established
premises. In this, and all like cases, how-
ever satisfactory may be the general facts
used as premises, or adduced as proofs, such
facts and evidences, from ghe nature of the
subject, are liable to be doubted, or object-
ed to as insufficient, by hostile and preju-
diced disputants. This is a necessary de-
fect of all discussions by argument of dis-
putable questions and doctrines, and espe-
cially where the spirit of party or fanaticism
has strong influence. Fortunately for my
argument, it has not to rest on reasoning,
or deductions, or general evidence, the au-
thority or force of which may be called in
question by captious and prejudiced oppo-
nents. There have been presented in the
last United States Census (for 1850) many
remarkable results of the practical and long-
continued operations of the free labour and
negro slavery systems of this country.
This array of practical proofs, and the com-
parisons and contrasts they afford, will serve
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sion to the preceding general argument.
For the substance of most of the following
evidences of this kind, and for the great
labour of research and investigation which
was required to extract them from the cen-+
sus and other reports, I shall be indebted
to a preceding writer, the Rev. Thornton
Stringfellow, who has set forth and com-
mented upon these evidences at length in
his “Scriptural and Statistical Views of
Slavery,” (4th’edition, 1856,) an excellent
and admirable, though plain and unpretend-
ing little book. In all the following evi-
dences cited from the censcs, &e., I shall
make use of the valuable labours of my
predecessor, and rely entirely on his high

ority for the correctness of tHe cita-
tions. My own part of this statistical state-
ment will be but little more than condensing
and arranging Mr. Stringfellow’s more dif-
fused statements, and by using numerical
figures, %instead of numbers express-
ed in words,) and a tabular form, where
suitable, to place the contrasts and conclu-
sions in more striking points of view, as
well as in much smaller space. )

Mr. Stringfellow has very properly and
judiciously taken for comparison the six
New England States, and the five most
Southern old slave States, Maryland, Vir-
ginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and
Georgia. There are remarkable points of
similarity between these two great sections
of the United States, which make them so
much the better subjects for comparison and
contrast, in regard to their great difference,
in their respective kinds of labour. Both
these sections are bordered by the Atlantic
—are composed of the older States, and were
settled nearly within the same limits of time.
They have long had in opgration their dif-
ferent kinds of labour and systems of econ-
omy. In additiog, their respective, num-
bers of free inhabitants, in 1850, were so
nearly equal, that they may be fairly con-
sidered as equal, for all purposes of argu-
ment, as will be done here.

Until recent investigation and discussion
had elicited more truth, it had been claim-
ed by the people of the North and by all
the opposers of slavery, and even was gen-
erally admitted by the people of the South-
ern States, that the free-labour States of
New England were greatly superior to the
old Southern States in obtaining the fruits
of industry and capital—were richer, and
better off in every economical view. South-

as an appropriate and impressive conclu-
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ern capital and industry were almost ex-
clusively devoted to agriculture—northern
‘capital was much more “Vested in commerce
and manufactures, which are deemed much
more profitable than agricultural investments.

* In addition, these pursuits of New Eng-
land industry were richly endowed with
governwental favour and bounty, at the ex-
pense, and to the greater impoverishment,
mainly, of the southern States.

It has-also been especially and loudly
claimed, for and by the people of the New
England States in the support and the good
fruits of religion, and in their religious and
moral position and tendency—and that such
difference was the necessary result of the
blightjpg and demoralizing effects of ne-
gro slavery in the South, aud of its absence
in the North. Moreover, the early settlers

- of New England were almost universally
devoted to their extremely strict doctrine
of religion, and as strict code of morals.
On the contrary, these southern States,

(with the small exception of the first Cath-
olic settlers of Maryland, and the Hugue-
nots of South Catolina, were settled by per-
sons not under any influence of religion,
and certainly not of better than average
morality, and habits of life. Upon such
foundations of very different material,
and after a long course of trial, the
results of the different systems, in these
respects, may be judged of by the facts
4nd numbers furnished by the extracts from
the census.

Not only the alleged and claimed better
moral and business habits of New England,
but its bracing climate, deemed so Touch
more healthy than the low country of the
Southern States, would promise greatcr in-
crease of population. The authentic re-
ports of births and deaths will present a
very different account—which, with other
facts from the census, bearing on other
parts of this general question, will now be
submitted.

COMPARISON IN REGARD TO FREE PorurarioN oF THE Six NEwW ENGLAND STATES
WITH THE FIVE OLD AND MORE SOUTHERN STATES—BY CENSUS RETURNS OF 1850.

New Eng- Five old Excess for
o land States. South’n States. N. or S.
Total free population in 1850,................ 2,728,016 2,732,214 S. 2,198
. 61,148 77,683 .
Annual births, . v.Cen o0 civireiiini.. g or 1 to 44 or 1 to 35 S. 16,535
Annual deaths, ... c..coviiiie vt cu- { or 14?(’)323 or 1330’{%2 N. 10,152
Number of churches erected and in use,....... 4,607 8,081 S. 3,374
Valuation of all the churches, «........o0.... $19,362,634 $11,149,118 - N. $8.313,516
Church accommodation for hearers, . ........ 1,893,450 2,896,472 S. 1,003,022
Excess of persons over seats in churches, ..... 834,566 e
Excess of seats over number of persons,...... .. 164,528
Number of families,..... «..ccvvieeninnnns 518,532 506,968 N. 11,664
Number of dwellings, .......c.cv.... P 441,789 496,369 S. 48,580
Nuwmber nf families without separate dwel g 70,743 * 10,599; N 66 144
3 T T T or1in7 or 1 in 52 s
Number of paupers (recelvmg regolar and
continued public support,). ..... ...... ... 33,431 14,221 N. 19,220
Number of native paupers, (excluding for-
L ) R R 18,966 11,728 N. 7,238
Ratio of native paupers to“)tal population,. . .. 1 to 143 1 to 234
Ratio of all paupers to total population, (in- :
cluding slaves,)eceeiieiiiiiieiieeaninn, 1 to 81 1 to 171
Insane persons....... coeeeeeeven-nnenennnn 3,821 2,326 N. 1,495
Of negroes free in New England anLl slaves in
the five Southern States :—
Insane and idiots,............. e e . 1 in 980 1 in 3,080 N.
Blind,s..coivnn... Ceeees R 1 in 370 1 in 2,645 N.
Deaf mutes, s ..,coivee . vevennrncens ceeinaes 1 in 3,005 1 in 6,552 N.
Total value of property,. .....ooeevuese .. $1,003,466,181 1,420,989,573 S. 4174 mil.
Average value for each white person,.,....... $367 $520 S- -$153

Lest the condition of the States refer-|will be stated for sundry other particular

red to should be supposed®peculiar,
average of property to each white person

the | States as follows :—
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Non Slaveholding States.

New York has for each,......... ... $231
Pennsylvania,. .........c000 ool 214
Ohio,. cvvevrannte vonucveds o vuueen 219
IIHNoiS, e ettt iiienneenee vonenanns 134
New England, (as above,)).ceovun.n... 367
Next richest Non-slaveholding States in

their order severally as follows : $280,

$231, $228, $219, $214; and the

remaining States range from $166

down to $134 for Illinois.

5
Slaveholding States. .
South Carglina,. .- .. -.... P $1,001
Louisiana, .c.cvoeevenenee vavennn. 806
MississipPlye covvoncnecerienanncans 702
Georgif,. «vvvvrvs ver seiirianenns 638
Alabama,....ccoovern vevenniiann, 511
Maryland, ..o viviiiiiiianian, 423
Virginia, eovvvieinninniennnenenn 403
Kentucky, .c.oovvviiiviiniiiia.. 371
North Caroling,..evveeveennee vunns 367
Tennessee,. o covveeeereneneeenrnns 248
Missouri, (the poorest,)....... ..... 166

For all the fifteen Non-slaveholding States in 1850, (excluding California,) the value of

property to each white person was,

For the same in all the fifteen Slaveholding States,.. ................ e teieieiies e

And even if every slave is counted as if
free, and then averaging the division of
value of property among the total poepula-
tion, the superiority would still remain to
the slaveholding States—the share for each
inhabitant, including slaves, being $291;
and for all the non-slaveholding States, as
above stated, $233. '

This last mode of estimation will serve
completely (and it is stated for that pur-

ose) to shut out an objection that would
Ee ready to oppose the previous estimates;
that is, the counting the slaves as property
and not as persons. But whatever force
.there might be in this objection in other
respects or with other reasoners, Northern
anti-slavery partisans have no claim what-
ever to urge the objection, for they have
persistently and zealously maintained that
slave-labour, and investments in slaves for
use, were more unprofitable than the em-
ployment of free labour. It is, therefore,
entirely proper and called for, that this, the
great argument and position of opposers of
slavery (Northern and Southern) shall be
thus met, by showing the greater profits of
slaves as property, compared to other in-
vestments for industrial operations.

A few more particular remarks will be
offered—either as comments on some of the
foregoing items, or on other poin{s. For
these also, I am indebted to Mr. String-
fellow’s selections of statistics.

In the five old Southern States (under
consideration) the births (of free popula-
tion) exceed those of New England by 27
per cent.; while the deaths of the latter
exceed those of the former by 33 per cent.;
or added together, making a difference of
60 per cent. in favour of the increase of

slaves are not included ; but the census
shows that among them also, the births
are more numerous and deaths fewer,
than among the free men of New Eng-
land.

dn the city of New York, in 1847, there
were received at the principal alms houses,
28,692 persons—and out-door relief from
public funds was given to 34,752 more—
making in all, 73,264 ; or 1 in every 5 in-
habitants of the city “ dependent more or
less, on public charity.” '

In the city of New York alone, in 1848
and 1849, there were sent to the States
Prison, the Penitentiary, and the City
Prison, 1,285 criminals—which (says Mr.
S.) “equals all in the 15 slave States to-
gether. In the State of New York, with a
population of 3,097,304, there were 10,279
convictions for crime ; and in South Caro-
lina, with a total population of 668,507
(considerably more than one-fifth,) there
were only 46 convictions for crime.”” If
the free and the slaves of South Carolina
had furnished criminals in proportion to
New York, the numbers would have been
2,218 instead of 46 only.

“In 1845, according to her statistical re-
port, Massachusetts had 7 of every 8 of her
marriageable young women working in fac-
tories, under male overseers.”

“ Pauperism in Massachusetts and New
York, according to the State census, be-
tween 1836 and 1848, increased ten times
faster than wealth or population.”

The foregoing numerical statements, both
in the table and elsewhere, will speak for
themselves to every reader who will exam-
ine and compare the details. But if more

Southern population. In this estimate, the

extended comment is needed by any, or de-
ductions to be more fully and foreibly set
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forth, I would refer the reader to the sta-
tistical portion of the excellent essay by
Mr. Stringfellow, to which I again acknowl-
edge my especial obligation for the sub-
stance of the foregoing statements, as well
as for my share of the common obligation
of the whole southern people, and also of
the right-minded northern, for his plain
and strong exposition and defense of truth.

I will add some other facts, of like kind,
on other good authority. Preceding quo-
tations have shown the great excess of
crime, among the whites of the northern
states compared to those of the scuthern.
The following statistical facts will furnish
additional evidence that the northern free
negroes are far more debased, and addicted
to crime than the whites—so little has been
effected by their freedom, and equal civil
or political privileges, and all the aid of
northern philanthropy, for the moral jm-
provement of the free negroes, or to pre-
vent their continued degradation.

The Rev. Dr. Bascom, in his Review of
the Methodist Controversy, p. 57, (quoted
by Estes,) states the following propor-
tions of the negro and white populations
in several states, and of criminals of each :

Ratio of free negroes to total population :

Massachusetts, 1 in 74, which furnish of total

criminals, 1 in 6
Connecticut, 1in 34, 4 . 1in 3
New York, 1 in 35, « “ 1in 4
New Jersey, 1in 13, . & 1in 3
Pennsylvania, 1 in 34, « ¢ 1in 3

In all the northern states, “ one-fouth of '

the whole expense of the prison gystem
is incurred by crime committed by [the
free negroes, making but] one-twentieth
part of the population.” ¢ The same is
true as to the pauper expenditures of all
the northern states.”—Id.

The next following statistics of pauper-
ism and orime, [ have extracted from the
official tables of the census of 1850, as pre-
sented in the ¢ Compendium,” prepared by
order of Congress, and which serve to com-
pare, in these respects, the states of Massa-
chusetts and Virginia. See pages 161,162,
163, 164, 165, 167.

In Massachu- In
setts. Virginia.

Free nogro population, 9,064 54,333
White population, 985,450 894,800
Total free population, 994,514 949,133

“Whole number of pau-

In Massachu- In
setts. Virginia.
pers supported in
whole or in part,
within the year end-
ing June, 1,” 1850,
[out of, as well as in

poor houses,] 15,777 5,118
“Annual amountof sup-

port,” $392,715  $151,722
“Paupers in Poor Hou-

ses, June 1, 1850,” ag-

gregate. - 3,712 1,539

Of which were free
negro paupers, June .
1, 1850,” aggregate, . 89 186

[Or 1 pauper free negro
to 101.84 for Mass,,
and 1 to 292 for Va.,

“Whole number of [ne-
gro,] criminals con-
victed within the
year,” |']1 ncluding

slaves? 7,250 ¢ 107
“In Prison, June 1,
1850," 1,236 313

Of Free Negroes—*“Con-
victs in Penitentia-
ries, 1850” and “Per-
sons in Jails and
Houses of Correc-
tion” [added to-
gether,] 139 95

[Or 1 convict in every
65 free negroes for
Mass., and 1 in 572
for Va.]

’

Abstract from ¢ table 182. Rates of Improve-

ment.”
3 2
5 %3
i 8 53
PR de
“ Virginia—Ratio, for
10 years,ending 1850,
of convictg in peni-
tentiaries to the aver-
age population [of
the respective class-
es?] as 1to 23,003 3,001 7.18
Mass. in the same peri-
od, [a% 1 t0] 7,587 727 9.58
Mass. for year ending
Sept. 30th, 1852, ac-.
cording to the popu-
lation of 1850. 6,527 488 13.37

As slaves are not referred to under that
name in this table, and as criminal slaves in
Virginia are not sentenced to confinement
in the Penitentiary, for punishment, it is
inferred that the ¢ average population”
was meant to include the only classes named,
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¢ whites” and free “colored.” If so, then
the ratio of white convicts, for 10 years, in
Massachusetts was more than three times,
.and of free colored largely more than four
times as great, as respectively of these
clasges in Virginia. The later report of
Massachusetts, for 1852, much increases
the previous disproportion and excess, and
especially of the free colored criminals.”
If, however, the slaves of Virginia were
designed to be included in the ¢ average
population,” then that understanding and
correction would serve to lessen the above
estimates of excess of criminals by about
one-third—still leaving an enormous excess
to Massachusetts over Virginia.

In table 179, page 166, there is stated
the number of colored convicts (including
slaves and free) fox every 10,000 of such
population, then in “State Prisons and Pen-
itentiaries.” In Massachusetts the number
was 46.377, and in Virginia only 1.309, in
10,000 of the total colored population. It
should be observed, however, that most of
the minor criminal offences of slaves are
punished by their masters, or by sentence
of a magistrate, and do not appear in public
reports and records. This omission, per-
haps, may serve to cause even the larger por-
tion of the apparent vast excess Olg colored
criminals in Massachusetts. Bul® on the
other hand, the previous items of the
“whole number of criminals, &c., and “in
prison June 1,” must have included all the
imprisoned slaves, and thereby served im-
properly to increase, by so many, the stated
number of colored convicts of Virginia, and
80 lessened the true comparative excess,
and disproportion of ecrime of the free
colored class in Massachusetts. .But after
making every due allowance from these or
any other defects or omissions of the census
reports, there will be enough of indisputable
evidence to show very great excess of both
pauperism and crime in the whites of Mas-
sachusetts, and all New England, over Vir-
ginia and the other older southern states—
a still greater excess of pauperism and crime
of the northern free-negro population over
that of the slave-holding states—and still
more of free negro criminals, every where,
so far as known and believed, over slaves
convicted for like offences.

There is one condition of moral debase-
ment and depravity which is not punished
by law, or noted among criminal offences,
but which is extremely common in the

north, and so rare in the south, that cases
of parracide and incest are not more
unfrequent and remarkable occurrences.
This is the marriage, or cohabitation, of
white women with negro men. It is noto-
rious that such connections are of common
occurrence, and excite there no such sur-
prise, deep disgust, or popular indignation,
and prompt repression, as every such of-
fence would in the slave-holding states.
As a sample, I will quote the case of a
single northern city only. Detroit, as re-
ported by one of its own newspapers, (the
“Free Press,”) in a recently published
paragraph, which has been copied .by many
other papers. “The extent to which amalga-
mation is carried in this city, is really beyond
the knowledge of nine-tenths of the inhabi-
tants. There are hutdreds of families, the
parents of which are of opposite colors, and
although the marriage of whites and blacks
is illegal and void, yet they live together
and bear children. Itis a remarkable fact,
that out of all this number, no instance ex-
ists where a white man lives with a black
woman. They are all’ white women, and
generally the blackest kind of men. . . . .
The same condition of affairs prevails on
the other side of the .river, to the intense
disgust, we are happy to add, of all good
and loyal Canadians.”

The foregoing statistical facts show a re-
markable superiority of the slaveholding
section in view, over the New England
States (and would over all the free States,)
in almost every thing that is desirable to all,
or of which the possession has been made
the pride and boast, or ground of self-lauda-
tion, of the people of the North. This is espe-
cially noticeable in the statistics of religion
and morals—and also in regard to popula-
tion, wealth, pauperism and crime. The
measure of true religion of any people can-
not be learned from statistics—though it
may be indirectly inferred from the amount
of crime. Butwhether there is more religion
in the South, or not, there is certainly far
less immorality and crime—and far more of
facilities and accommodation for public
worship and religious instruction, and both
for blacks and whites, than are provided in
the North. ¢ Ecclesiastical statistics,” says
Mr. Stringfellow, ¢ will show an increased
amount of prosperity in religion [in the
Southern States] that is overwhelming.”

Despite our sickly climate over a large
portion near the coast, the births are more
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numerous, and the deaths by far fewer,
than in New England.

Instead of our labors and investments in
slave-labor being less profitable than north-
ern operations, 1t is manifest that the slave-
holding States are much richer than the
free States, and to make this result the
more striking, even if counting every slave
as if free, and supposing the whole proper-
ty to be divided among all the population,
(slaves included,) still on this general aver-
age, the individual share of .every one,
bond or free, would be considerably larger
than in the free States. The greater num-
ber of houseless families, of paupers, of
criminals and of insane—as well as of
deaths—all show in their calamitous effects

that there is much more suffering, of both
body.and mind, in the North than in the
South, whether comparing total populations,
or whites only—or our slaves to the free
negroes of the North. And, generally,
these statistics clearly show that all the gen-
eral evils—physical, economical, moral, or
mental—which have been falsely ascribed
to the existence and injurious influence of
slavery, are to be found existing in much
greater number and force in the non-slave-
holding, or free-labor communities of the
North, which have especially denounced
and exaggerated the demoralizing effects of
slavery, and pharisaically claimed for them-
selves a superiority in every respect over
slave-holding communities.




























