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Introduction

Reading can be delined as the act of decoding
graphic material in order to determine its
Messapc. To put i another way, reading
consists «of coming back Lo speech through its
graphic symbols, In shorl, meanings reside in
the sounds of the spoken linguage. Speaking a
fanguage 1s the necessary first slep Lo acquiring
the ability to read 4 langnage with meaning,

The recorded portion of the reading malerials
for Romanian will he found al the end of most
units. starting with Unit Two. You can do the
readdings as it is most convenient for vou. They
can be done individually with the respective
units or at a more convenient time afterwards.
Instructions on how 0 procecd with the reuwd-
ings are containcd in the audio portion of the
course.

The Romanian language can be represented
using two slightly different systems of spelling,
When the Communists came Lo power in the
1940°s, they made two changes to the
Romanian orthography, 1o make it appear more
Slavic.
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Introduction {continued)

Sinee the dissolution of the Warsaw Pact, the
Romanian government has atllempled to restore
the original system. The first restored change
15 that the letter “7" is changed to 8" when it
appears in the middle of 4 word, For example,
the word previously spelled ecfnd  becomes
cdnd when the new spelling is used. Similarly,
cint becomes cdnt, oricit becomes oricdt. and
s0 on. Note that these changes only apply
when the “i" appears i the middle of a word.
Words beginning with 1.7 such as fnreleg, will
remain the same,

The second change applics only to the forms of
the verb “to be.” In cach of the forms. the
letter “i” is replaced by the letter “u.” Tor
example, sfnf becomes sunt, and  sinfepi
becames suenfefi.

The two changed characters introduced by the
Communists, however, are still being used by a
majority of the people. This form of writing is
the one with which they are more Tamiliar,
although the “new” (i.e.. older Romanian)
spelling is now being used in government docu-
ments and newspapers, as well as being taught
in the schools.
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Introduaction {continued)

These spelling changes have resulted in a
subsequent, very minor difference in pronunci-
ation between the two forms. Both variations
are cqually correct and both are understood by
nalive speakers.

The reading lessons for Romanian appear using
bhoth systems, with the more commonly uscd
spelling  appearing  first, followed by Lhe
recently reinstated, older system in paren-
theses.

Romanian

Unit Two

L. e

2. Tece

3. dece

4. face

3 LAce

. buni

7. tuna

m. Lace

49, bine
(). wvine
11. cing
12, citesc
13. cuceresc
14. multumesc
15, putin
16, destin

17.

destin marin
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Linit Two (continued)

Unit T hree

L&,
19,
20,

21,

=
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cint (cant)
cit (CHL)
sigrur
sirgrur
vedeore

La revedere!

b2

nall

L

G,

14).
11.
2.
| 3.
14,
15,
16.
17,
14,
19,

dar

dar dat

sint {sunt)
sinteti (sunteti)
intelegeti
Scuzati-ma
Sinteti scuzati. (Sunteti scuzati.)
sondati

rog

loc

SOMoC

Va rog.

ramin (rAman)
romman
romineste
doreste

prea

Foarte bine!

Sliu mai bine!
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doamni
LOoamn
COroani
comaoari
Lol
domnul
domnule
domnizoard
L&0ars
bunfoari

A doua domnisoara.
vorbi(i
dorif

Vorbi ¢ind doriti,
(Vorbifi cind doriti.)

rotocolul

acolo

LU'nit Four (continoed)
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acolada

Strada e acolo,

stifl

S unde ¢ strada?
Domnule, intelegeti ce spun?
Nu dcleg.

Ba Tneleg,

Ineleg cind vorbiti rar.
(Inteles cind vorbif rar.)

Inteley ¢ii e un dar.
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Unil Five

4.
1o,
1.

Cova
celi

diminecala

Ag dori —

All dori —

s manine {(3d mindnc)
s mincati (s& méncati)
CING YINE

adineg (adinct)

s aduc

Doriti sd mincali?
( Doriti si mancai?)

Nu doresc.
Multumesc, nu doresc,
MNu doriti.

Mincati cind doritl.

(Mancaii cind doriti.)
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Uit Five {continued)

I,
17.
18,
19,

]
n

arici

Unde ¢ hotelul?

Alc

Siracla e awel.

Medici de aicd.

beau

Nu beau, muliumesc.

Ay don s3 mininc ceva,
(As dori s34 mininc ceva.)

Acum”
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Linit Six

1. win

2. devin

3. divin

4. As dori s vin.

3. e

6. cere

7. At don o bere.

8. Agdor vin.

4. Nu doresc si minine.

(Nu dorasc i mining.)
10, Unde?
LL.  la restaurant
12, interesant
13, mai tirziv (mai tarziu)
14, Stiv ci nu dorigl.

15, ¥irog, mai venigl.

Unit Seven — No Readings

Romanian
Unit Eight
1. Cemai doriti?
2. cumpérituri
3. vretl
4. Wreti cu adevirat?
5. Stiti bulevardul Eroilor?
. sd cumpdratl ceva
7. sa cumpdrati de la magazin
B. Sa gdsiti un vin bun.
9. Doamnd, vregi putin vin?
10, La mine?
1. Prefer la dumneavoastri,
12, la fereastri
13, Mai ine albastri.
I4. Wi rog veniti la mine.
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Lnit Nine

Romanian

1. ceasul

2. Sut cit e ceasul?
(Stiti cat e ceasul?)

3. Gt gi-e nasul.
(it ti-e nasul.)

4. Doud san noua

5. La ora doui e prinzul.
{La ora doud e prinzul.)

6. Laoranonie masa.
7. doudsprezece

8. Prinzul e gata la doudsprezece.
(Pranzul ¢ gata la doudsprezece. )

9. Wi rog intrati!
10, Doamna, vreg vin?

11, ¥reau si miinine hine.
{Vreau si mindnc bine.}

I nit Ten

o S S

e BRSNS B

Cec mai face(i?

De ce tacet1?

Stiu ¢ puteti dacd vreti.
Incere si respir,

SA inspirati incet.
acumn ¢ timpul
Incercali si ingelegeti.
Acum vecaw si ingeleg,
Nu pot si teneg.

e in ultimul ¢eas

un pas usor

Larevedere!
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