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Introduction

Reading can be defined as the act of decoding
graphic material in order to determine its
message. o put it another way, reading
consists of coming back Lo speech through its
eraphic symbols. In short, meanings reside in
the sounds of the spoken language. Speaking a
language is the nocessary first siep 1o acquiring
the ability to read « language with meaning

The recorded portion of the reading matcrials
for Romanian will he found at the end of mast
units, starting with Unit Two. You can do the
readings as it is most convenient for you. They
can be done individually with the respective
units o al a more convenient time afterwards
Instructions on how o praceed with the read
ings are contained in the audio portion of the

The Romanian language cn be represented
using two slightly different systems of spelling
When the Communists came Lo power in the
1940, they made two changes (o the
Romanian orthography, 1o make it appear more
Slavic

Romanian

Introduction (continued)

Since the dissolution of the Warsaw Pact, the
Romanian government has atiempted to restore
the original system. The first restored change
is that the letter *1” is changed to “” when it
appears in the middle of a word. For exampl
the word previously spelled cind  becomes
cnd when the new spelling is used. Similarly.,
cint hecames cnr, oricit becomes oricat. and
so on. Note that these changes only apply
when the “i” appears in the middle of a word.
Words beginning with *1.” such as inteleg, will
remain the same.

The second change
the verb

applics only to the forms of

In cach of the forms. the
letter *i” is replaced by the letter “u.” Tor
example, sint becomes sunt, and  sintegi
becomes suntefi.

The two changed churacters introduced by the
Communists, however, are still being used by a
majority of the people. This form of writing is
the one with which they are more familiar,
although the “new” (i.e.. older Romanian)
spelling is now being used in government docu-
ments and newspapers, as well as being taught
in the schools.
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Introduction (continued)

Two

These spelling changes have resulted in a
subsequent, very minor difference in pronunci-
ation between the two forms. Both variations
are cqually correct and hoth are understood by
native speakers.

“The reading lessons for Romanian appear using
both systems, with the more commonly used
spelling appearing first, followed by the
recently reinstated. older system i paren-
theses.

10
1

12,

13
14,
15
16
.

ce
rece
dece
face
zace

buni

w
tace

bine

vine

cine

citese
cucerese
mulfumese
putin
destin

destin marin
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Unit Twvo (continued)

Unit Three

18
19,

20.

cint (chnt)
Gt (<
sigur
singur
vedere

La revedere!

1. dar
dar dat

3.

4. sinteti (sunte(i)
5. intelegeti

6. Scuzati-mi!

7. Sinteti seuzati. (Suntefi scuzaii.)

8. sondugi
9. rog
10 loc
11 soroe
12. Virog.
13, ramin (rimén)
14, romin

15, romdneste
16, doregte

17, prea

15, Fourte binel
19 Stiu mai bine!
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Unit Four

Unit Four (continued)

*

10,

1L
12,
13

14

5
16

c % u e ow

doamna

toamnz
coroand

comoard

tomul

domnut

domnule
domnisoard

usoard

buniioat

A doua dommigoard
vorbiti

dorifi

Vorbi(i cind doriti.
(Vorbi cand doriti.)

rotocolul

acolo

1.

it

acolada
Strada ¢ acolo.

st

Stigi unde ¢ strada?
Domnule. intelegeti ce spun?
Nu deleg.

Bangeleg

Tngeleg cind vorbiti rar.
(inteleg cind vorbii rar.)

intele i e un dar.
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Unit Five

Unit Five (continued)

ceva
ceatu

dimineata

Ag doi

Adi dori —

sdminine (st minane)
s mineati (s mancati)
cine vine

adinei (adnci)

st aduci

Dorigi s2 mincali?
(Doriti si méncai?)

Nu doresc.
Mulfumesc, nu doresc.
N dorifi.

Mincagi cind doriti
(Mancati cand doriti.)

16,
17

arici
Unde ¢ hotelul?

aici

Strada ¢ aici.

Medici de aici.

beau

Nu beau, muljumesc.

Ay dori st miinine ceva.
(Ag dori 54 mandne ceva.)

Acum?
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Unit Six Unit Bight

1. vin 1. Ce mai dorifi?

2. devin 2. cumpirituri

3. divin 3. vreti

4. Ag dor i vin. 4. Vreti cu adevirat?

5. bere 5. Stiti bulevardul Eroilor?
6. cere 6. sd campérati ceva

7. Ati dori o bere. 7. si cumparati de la magazin
8. Agdori vin 8. Sa gdsiti un vin bun

9. Nudoresc si miininc. 9. Doamnd, vregi putin vin?

(Nu doresc s mindne.)
10. Unde?
1L la restaurant
12, interesant
13. mai tirziu (mai tarziu)
14, Stiv ¢ nu dorit

15 Varog, mai veniti.

Unit Seven —No Readings

10. Lamine?
11 Prefer la dumneavoastri.
12, Ta fereastra

13, Mai bine albastra.

14, Vi rog veniti la mine
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Unit Nine Unit Ten
1. ceasul 1. Ce mai face(i?

2. it cit e ceasul
(Stiti cit e ceasul?)

3. Cit e nasul.
(Cat ti-¢ nasul.)

4. Dou sau nous?

5. Laoradoul e prinzul.
(La ora dout e prinzul.)

6. Laoranouli e masa.
7. doufisprezece

8. Prinzul e gataTa doulisprezece.
(Pranzul ¢ gata la douisprezece.)

9. Vi rog intratil
10. Doamna, vreti vin'?

11, Vreau s manine bine.
(Vreau s mindnc bine.)

. De ce tacei?
. Stiu ca putefi daci vreti

. Tncere si respir.

i inspiragi incet
acum ¢ timpul
Incercali si ingelegeti

Acum vreau sd ineleg.

ERE R

Nu pot si reneg.
10. e in ultimul ceas
11 un pas usor
12. Larevedere!




