ORIENTATION FOR PHASE 3: THE SHARED STORY PHASE

A minimum preparation for growing participators

Required textbook: Another 250 Hours—Getting Underway in Shared-Story Activities 

Orientation Activity 1: Defining unshared story and shared story
The language learning activities in Phase 3 have the following in common: You listen to speech when you already know a lot about what the speaker is going to tell you. 

To understand what this means, let’s first listen to an unshared story. The nurturer will watch a brief action cartoon, and tell you about it, but you won’t be able to see it. Afterward, write a statement describing your level of understanding:

Now that was an unshared story, and if you belong in Phase 3, then your understanding was quite limited. Now, you watch the cartoon. Now that you have seen the cartoon too, besides the nurturer seeing it, and so it is a shared story—one that you both know. So now listen to the nurturer tell it again. Again the nurturer watches it and you don’t. You just listen again to the story as before. Write a statement about how much your understanding has improved this second time around:

This activity will show whether you belong in Phase 3. If you understood almost nothing the first time, and understood a lot the second time, then Phase 3 will be a fruitful phase for you at this time. If you understood little even the second time, then you should continue in Phase 2. If you understand much of the story the first time, than you’re probably ready for Phase 4 or higher.

Now as a group, make up your own definition of “shared story”

Orientation Activity 2: The three major types of Shared Story activities:
1. You listen to a story that you already know, such as Cinderella or Noah. 

2. You listen while the nurturer describes how to use a bus

3. You discuss with the nurturer an activity that you were involved in together with her.

For each of 1, 2 and 3, in what sense is it a “shared story”?

We have names for these three main types of activities. Which of the following sounds like the name for type 1? For type 2? For type 3?

· Reminiscing

· Bridge Stories

· Scripts of Life

(Bridge Stories are stories set in a world that is not the growing participator’s home world, and not the host world. This, in addition to the fact that they are already familiar, makes them easier to understand than purely local host-world stories).

Orientation Activity 3: Review of the principles of the Growing Participator Approach from Phases 1 and 2
Cross out the three statements that do not belong to the Growing Participator Approach.
1. We grow by participating in relationships with host people in their language. Our key early relationship is with our nurturer, and over time more relationships are added.

2. For us to grow by participating in relationships, host people must interact with us in such a way that we can understand them, and they must help us gently as we struggle to express ourselves to them.

3. Listening ability is the basic ability on which all other abilities are based.

4. In Phases 1 through 5, we need to work hard to develop our listening ability.

5. Talking ability develops as our listening ability improves, and as we spend a lot of time struggling to express ourselves in our own words.

6. Abilities developed in each phase build on abilities developed in earlier phases, leading to more complex abilities.

7. We learn to read by reading material that is close to our current level of listening ability. We can practice reading on our own time. We don’t use our language sessions for reading, as they are our best opportunity to listen and talk.

8. Memorisation is the heart of language learning, and we need to memorise well, because no matter how well we memorise, we’ll still forget a lot.

9. We don’t try to master new words, but rather just make sure we are strongly aware of them—aware of their sound and aware of their meaning.

10. “The language” (Russian, Kazakh, Uighur) is a thing that we’re trying to get into our heads. Whether we get it in writing or just spoken aloud, it is the same thing. Some people get it better by listening; other people get it better by reading.

11. We learn to listen and understand by listening with understanding. We learn to talk by talking with help. We learn to read by reading. We learn to write by writing and getting feedback.

12. We need to keep a list of the words that we are learning in order to study them and master them.

13. We need recordings of that contain all of the new words we have encountered, so that we can strengthen those words later by listening to the recordings again.

Activity 4: How much we grow in Phase 3 (Place a √ in the appropriate column)
	
	Beginning of Phase 3
	End of Phase 3

	1. You have some familiarity with around 2,000 words
	
	

	2. You have heard and understood a number of simple stories in the “past tense”.
	
	

	3. You can tell simple stories in the past tense.
	
	

	4. When you don’t understand something, through struggling to communicate with your nurturer you can often figure it out.
	
	

	5. You converse somewhat freely on a growing number of topics.
	
	

	6. You are able to start branching out in developing meaningful friendships.
	
	

	7. You can talk a lot, provided you have pictures to talk about.
	
	

	8. You might be able to have a meaningful friendship with someone who is highly committed to you.
	
	

	9. You’ve been having language sessions for two hundred to three hundred hours
	
	

	10. You’ve been having language sessions for four hundred to six hundred hours
	
	

	11. You have some familiarity with around 4,000 words
	
	


Orientation Activity 5: A World Story (one type of Bridge Story)

Listen to a brief version of a world story, such as

Cinderella

Once upon a time a prince wanted to find a bride, and so he invited all the young unmarried women to his home for a party. A girl named Cinderella wanted to go to the party, but her sisters were mean to her. They made her stay home and clean the house. However, a fairy came to help her. The fairy cleaned the house and gave Cinderella beautiful clothes to wear. Cinderella went to the party, and the prince fell in love with her.

We’ve made this unnaturally brief in order to use it in this orientation session. In our language sessions, we use a full version story. These are commercially available in major languages.

Step 1: The nurturer tells you such a story, and you record it. (Unless a recorded version is already available.

Step 2: Go through the recording with her and get her to explain anything you don’t understand. This is called massaging the recording.

Your understanding won’t be perfect in every case, but if belong in Phase 3, then you should generally be able to figure out what you don’t understand as your nurturer explains it to you.. Don’t look in a bilingual dictionary during the session (you can do that later, if you wish, for confirmation; the session is for maximum interaction with your nurturer—listening with understanding and expressing yourself in your own words).

Orientation Activity 6: A script of life

Have the nurturer briefly tell you how wash your hands. Then expand the story by asking questions such as the following:

After you, do X and before you do Y, what do you do?

In this way, try to come up with a second version of the hand-washing script that is four times as long as the first version. The nurturer can be writing out this fuller version (but don’t read what she writes—the point is to develop your listening ability, and reading short-circuits that process.) 

Orientation Activity 7: Reminiscing

Step 1: Discuss with your nurturer what who and she did together in your previous session.

Step 2: Your nurturer tells the whole story of your previous session, and you record it.

Step 3: Massage the recording from Step 2. 

(For reminiscing in your language sessions you won’t talk about the previous session! You’ll get out and do something together with your nurturer—either during your session time or at another time—and then reminisce about it in language sessions.)
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