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Russian I

Introduction

Reading has been defined as the decoding of
graphic material which represents the phonemic
patterns of the spoken language. Or to put it another
way, reading consists of coming back to speech
through the graphic symbols. In short, meaning is
contained in the sounds of the spoken language. As
the written form of any language does no more than
represent these sounds visually, speaking a
language is the necessary first step to reading and
understanding anything written in the language.

Russian is written in the Cyrillic alphabet. This
means that you will need to learn to associate
Russian sounds with what is probably a new system
of symbols. A complete listing of the Cyrillic
alphabet and the sounds of its letters follows,
starting on page 4. You should use this for reference
only, however, as all the information you need to do
the readings is contained on the cassette or compact
disc(s) on which the reading lessons appear.

There are sixteen reading lessons for Russian I,
Third Edition. They’re all on the last cassette or
compact disc(s) included with the course. You may
choose to do the readings along with the lesson
units, after every other unit or so, or you may want
to wait and do them all together, after completing
the rest of the course. Feel free to repeat the reading
lessons as often as needed for practice with the
Cyrillic alphabet and its sounds. Full instructions
for doing the readings are on the last cassette or
compact disc(s), which contain the reading lessons.
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Introduction (continued)

Written Russian appears in the Cyrillic alphabet,
the invention of which is traditionally credited to
Saint Cyril, a ninth-century Russian monk. Today,
the Cyrillic alphabet is also used to represent many
of the (mainly Slavic) languages spoken in Eastern
Europe, ranging from Belorussian to Macedonian.
Derived from the Greek alphabet, Cyrillic is a
phonetic system, with some symbols added or
altered to represent sounds unique to these
languages.

If you are not familiar with the Cyrillic alphabet,
you may first find that it takes some time to
associate the appropriate sounds with each letter
and/or group of letters. Therefore, we recommend
that you take the Reading Lessons at your own pace,
repeating each until you feel comfortable
proceeding with the next. With a little effort, you
will be astonished at how quickly you are reading
Russian.

The Cyrillic alphabet comprises 33 letters, listed
in order, along with a guide to the sounds repre-
sented by each letter. You will note that many
Russian letters (mostly vowels, but also some
consonants) have more than one sound, depending
on the amount of stress given to the letter or its
position in the word. The pronunciations listed
below in the “Guide to Pronunciation” are
APPROXIMATE English equivalents and, as in any
language, the sounds will vary slightly in different
letter combinations.




4

Russian I

The Cyrillic Alphabet

Cyrillic letter Guide to Pronunciation
(capital / small)
Aa “a” as in “father” (when stressed);
“u(h)” in “mumps”(when
unstressed)
b6 “b” as in “bet”;

66_.99

p” at the end of a word

BB “y” as in “vandal”;
“f” at the end of a word

rr “g” as in “gasoline”;
“k” at the end of a word;
6699

sometimes “v”’ when in
“r - 0” combination

an “d” as in “deep”;
“t” at the end of a word
Ee “ye” as in “yesterday”

(when stressed);
“e” as in “me” (when unstressed)

Eé “y0” as in “yore”
KK “z -h,” as in the middle
of the word “treasure”
33 “z” as in “zo0”
Un “e” as in “eagle” (when stressed);

the “1” sound in “big”
(when unstressed)

Russian I
The Cyrillic Alphabet (continued)
Cyrillic letter Guide to Pronunciation
(capital / small)
N i the “y” sound at the
end of “monkey”
KK “k” as in “Kafka”
nn “” as in “Lenin”
M m “m” as in “Moscow”
HH “n” as in “new”
Oo “0” as in “blow,”
but shorter (when stressed);
“0” as in “ostrich”
(when unstressed)
Mn “p” as in “Peter”
Pp rolled “r”
Cc “s” as in “so”
TT “t” as in “top”
Yy “00” as in “tool”
(ONeo) “f” as in “find”
XX aspirated “h”
L | “t-s” combination, as in “pits”
Yy “c-h” combination, as in “cheese”
LU w “sh” as in “shoe”
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Russian I

The Cyrillic Alphabet (continued)

Lesson One

Cyrillic letter Guide to Pronunciation
(capital / small)
HERTT] longer, fuller “sh” sound
bbb “hard sign” - indicates that

preceding letter should be
pronounced with a distinct sound

bl bi fast “euh-ee” combination

bb “soft sign” - indicates that
preceding letter should be
pronounced with more breath

CKc) “eh” as in “mess”

O 1o fast “ee-ou” combination; like
“-eau-" in “beauty”

An “ya” in “yawn,” but shorter
(when stressed); the “u(h)” in
“grumble” (when unstressed)

et et e
W= o

N A o

Mama
Tam
mat
TOM
MOT
aTom
poMm
poT
MOp
MOTOP
NoTo
pama
Napa
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Lesson Two
1. opatop
2. Teno
3. neto
4. Mope
5. Mepa
6. MeTp
7. MEeTpo
8. A
9. Ama
10. moA
11. moAa mama
12. ena
13. Hena.
14. pom
15. Jlapa
16. peno
17. A penan.
18. A penan peno.

Russian I
Lesson Three
1. Tepem
2. ppama
3. Aan
4. Bopa
5. Bonsa
6. coBa
7. Bort cosa.
8. Bot BOAOKA.
9. Mup
10. nwupa
11. Poca
12. cnuea
13. cwupen
14. Bupen
15. A Bupen.
16. A Bac supern.
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Lesson Four

Lesson Five

1. TpaBsa

2. Metna

3. Macrtep

4. BecHa

5. BWHO

6. C BUHOM

7. pecTtopaH

8. B pecTopaHe
9. tona

10. Btone
11. penato
12. A penato.
13. 6nuH
14. 6anert
15. buner
16. bwnet Ha banet

T T e S e S e W
© N NNk W= O

S Al o

PopguHa
noau
Bepbniog
yTpO

yAap
ynetato

A ynetaro yTpom.
nana

aynno
NOHMMa

A noHumalo.
naker
KapTuHa

Ha KapTUHe
ropog,

B ropope
KHUra

B KHUre
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Russian I
Lesson Six
1. rutapa
2. MOA rutapa
3. napyc
4. no-pyccku
5. A He rosopto ---
6. f He roBoOpHO NO—PYCCKMU.
7. Bbl
8. Bbl rosopute.
9. Bbl roBopuTte no—pyccKu.
10. W Bbl noHUMaeTe.
I1. cnywato
12. Hcnywato.
13. A Bac cnywato.

[y
o

Ho He noHumalo.

Lesson Seven

b mm—

DY DD et = e e e el ped el el e
- 9O 0 % N o kW= O

Ao Al o e

paboTa

O0poro

C/IULLKOM ,0POro
370

JT0 efa.

STO CIULLKOM A0POro.

asponopT
B a3ponopT

Mbl egem B asponoprT.

xneb6

XOTUTE

Bbi xoTuTe.

Bbi xotute xneba?
xneba / xneb
Liokonap,

Bl nrobuTe Wokonan.

MaTb

mart

NMATb

LLIeCTb

lMAaTb nnu wecTb?
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Lesson Eight

[N I e T a  ae i e
O O 0 1NN DW= O

N e S

MHe HpaBuTCA.

MHe HpaBuTCA NUBO.
. Bbl xoTuTe BuHa?
. Xo4y

Xouy BMHO.
Thl

yeTbipe
ThiCAYA
yepenaxa

. 3HaeTe

. Bbl 3HaeTe.

. 30ecb

. 300poBbLE

. A He 3Hal0.

. 3y0bl

. bonbLuon

. bonbLion Teatp
. HOBbIN

. HoBbin rop,

. C Hosbim rogom!
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Lesson Nine

[ I e T e T e T e e S e e
e e e e

e e Al D

KOMUTET

Bbi n3 komutetal
Het, 310 He npaBpa.
A He pycckuia.
amMepuKaHeLl

A amepukaHeL..
uanns

LLepemMoHuA

énka

LLbIMIE@HOK

XKYK

EXXKNK

XKNBéTte

e Bbl Xnpére?

A »xuBy B Mockse.
TapakaH

LlapanuHa

MHe HpaBUTCA LLUPK.
Ha Hor

Monpém Ha ror.
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Lesson Ten
1. yawa
2. rpywa
3. 3anAy
4. cobaka
5.  nnoxo
6. nnoxan
7. Tlnoxaa cobakal
8. donar
9. donot
10. umdpa
11.  pycckuin conar
12. nopvesn
13. cen/cven
14. cbexaTb
15. fAcveny.
16. wm
17. wwn/wWutb
18.  Wenk/weénk
19. neuy
20. Bbexarb

Lesson Eleven

Pt el e el e fed ek e e
X NNk WD = O

e AR S o o

lne iean?

- OH He 3pechb.

Mo>keT ObiTb, OH TaM.
OH He B rocTUHULE.
FroctuHmua «MHTYpurcT»
Onbra B rocTuHuLLe.
OHa tam.

Bbl 3HaeTe?

Thbl 3HaeWb?

HeT, A He 3Halo.

ewe

A eLwwé He 3Halo.

He snato, rope VBaH.

Ha TBepckow ynuue
MoxoBsasa ynuua

3ybos

Ckonbko 3y60B y akysbl?
Cnpocwurte y MBaHa.
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Lesson Twelve

1. Mbl ynxaem

2. abpwuka

3. Exarb Ha aBTObYyCe.

4. Ha anTteke

5. pasbesp,

6. noXkanyucra

7. [Oo cBupanHuA.

8. «BowHa un mup»

9. A nwobnro newa.
10. bopwmc, Tbl He npas.
11. A pasppaxéH.

12. TMouemy?

13. Xneb nopropen.
14. Tlétp Benukunin
15. bambappun!
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Lesson Thirteen
1. kanycrta
2. wurpato
3. OueHb xopoLulo.
4. «AprymeHTbl 1 akTbl»
5. «lOHbIA HaTypanucT»
6. Mbl untaem rasery.
7. 9TO MOA rasera.
8. H pormkeH ckasartb «[eopruto».
9. BbiMol CBOE nuLLO.
10. HasepwmTe nopAapnok.
11. He Kypute, noxanyicra.
12. HeT gbima 6€3 orHa.
13. kacrtprona
14. Y Bac ecTb cnosapb?
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Lesson Fourteen
1. KOCMOHaBT
2. KOpwi MarapmH KocMoHaBT.
3. OH nepBbIi KOCMOHABT.
4. peka
5. peka Bonra
6. 370 6onbLuan peka.
7. YépHoe mope
8. Xouy pbiby K Y>KMHY.
9. HHe nobnro eé.
10. Y Bac ecTtb KOMnNbrOTEP?
11. cpotorpacpuna
12. NUPOXKOK
13. nuporm
14. MoOpo>keHoe
15. wawnbeik
16. A oueHb ronopeH!
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Lesson Fifteen

e e
N O

e A e

Kapukarypa
OOXK[Ob Ha peke
NnarnopoTHUK

yebypeku

ITO rpy3mHckoe 651r00.
Kak npoviti B MeTpo?

Noute npamMo, a noToM Hanpaso.

ranepen
TpeTbAKOBCKanA

[ne TpeTtbAkoBCKanA ranepen?
IT10 Mo opyr Nocud.

OH 60nbLIOW opuruHan.




