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	1952 (July 19 - August 3): Over three consecutive weekends UFO's buzzed the United States capital's monuments, most notably the White House. 
  Fighters were sent out to monitor the objects which were picked up on all radars. Many photographs are in circulation of a formation of disks over the White House.


	The disks were also seen over the Capital Building and the Pentagon. They were seen from the ground and from control towers at Washington National Airport, Bolling Air Force Base across the Potomac River, and from nearby Andrews Air Force Base.   

They were tracked on radar from all three air fields, as radio operators conferred by phone to make sure they were tracking the same objects. In many instances, commercial pilots flying in the area managed to confirm the reports.
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	A diagram of the UFO's tracked by Washington's National Air radar scope on July 20, 1952 show the following: 

Seven objects approaching the national capital from the south.
Some are seen over the White House and Capitol
They appear over Andrews Air Force Base.
One UFO tracks and airliner.
One was seen to make a sharp right-angular turn.


	The invasion embarrassed those responsible for the nations security and a flood of questions from reporters lead the Air Force to hold its biggest press conference since World War 2.
The press conference was held in Room 3E-369 of the Pentagon and was presided over by Air Force Intelligence Chief, Major-General John Samford. He explained the sightings away as being a result of some sort of light inversion. He added that something could have tricked the radars into tracking aerial objects which were actually ground objects.
The press left the 90 minute conference confused but convinced that the UFO's were no more than atmospheric phenomena. It wasn't until 1969 that an Air Force scientific report stated that light inversions could not have been strong enough to cause the effects that Samford had credited them with.
Fifty years later...to the day...it happened again!
July 26, 2002: F-16's scrambled as lights seen near Washington DC

Fox News has reported that two F-16's have been scrambled to investigate several blue and orange lights observed near the U.S. capital. 
The sightings, and what appears to have been a chase, occurred in the vicinity of Andrews Air Force Base, the military facility used by the President.
Callers to talk-back radio stations claimed the lights were streaking across the evening sky.
Norad confirmed two jets had been scrambled at but found nothing.
At 1am. NORAD saw something they could not identify in Maryland air-space, near the nation's capitol. The track it was taking caused them some concern.
NORAD would not provide details about the exact location, size or speed of the object they were tracking.
D.C National Guard confirmed that two F-16's from the 113th wing were vectored to intercept "whatever it was thet Norad were worried about."
When the pilots got to the where they were supposed to be, they claim to have seen nothing.
But a number of people living in Waldorf, Maryland called radio station WTOP saying they saw the lights  and that they were being chased by military jets.
One witness said the jets were right on its tail claiming that "as the thing would move, the jet would be right behind it."
Investigations are underway.
National Guard spokesman, Sheldon Smith, said, "we don't have any information about funny lights."
From the WTOP, Waldorf web-site: 

What was that bright light in Maryland's sky???

WTOP has learned that residents near Andrews Air Force base were shaken from their beds early Friday morning by some strange activity in the air.

"Incredible. Absolutely incredible" is what Renny Rogers of Waldorf calls it. Just before two in the morning, Rogers says he saw a large blue ball of light streaking across the sky. But it was the military jets that really startled him.

"(The jets) were right on its tail. As the thing would move, a jet was right behind it," Rogers recalls.

He is not the only one who saw it. Several people called WTOP Radio reporting seeing a bright blue or orange ball moving very fast, being chased by jets.

Rogers says there was no smoke coming from the object, no flashing lights, and says it was smooth, and eerily silent.

The Air National Guard confirms they scrambled the 113th squadron. Spokesman Sheldon Smith says they are investigating and in contact with NORAD.

WTOP Radio, 2002


	


	Click to watch streaming video: The 1952 Washington DC UFO flap


