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The LIFE Magazine article is reprinted in full.  According to 

Edward Ruppelt, ex-head of Air Force Project Blue Book, release 

of the material was authorized by some of the top Air Force 

people in the Pentagon.  The article details some of the best 

pre-1952 UFO cases and makes a strong case for their 

artificial, non-human origin.  In addition to the main article, 

I've included follow-up letters to the editor from three weeks 

later, and Ruppelt's comments in his book "The Report on 

Unidentified Flying Objects."

---------------------------------------------------------------

Keyhoe's Version of the Navy UFO Project. - (Title: Re: "LIFE magazine”
LIFE MAGAZINE, April 7, 1952

HAVE WE VISITORS FROM SPACE?

The Air Force is now ready to concede that many saucer and 

fireball sightings still defy explanation; here LIFE offers 

some scientific evidence that there is a real case for 

interplanetary saucers.

by H. B. Darrach Jr. and Robert Ginna

[Main picture:  "This is a scrupulously accurate eyewitness 

painting of a mysterious green fireball rushing through the 

night sky over New Mexico.  It was done by Mrs. Lincoln La Paz, 

wife of an authority on meteors.  Both she and her husband have 

observed the fireballs at first hand."  Depicts fireball with 

short tail flying at night above and parallel to mountain range 

and illuminating mountain tops and desert ground.]

    For four years the U.S. public has wondered, worried or 

smirked over the strange and insistent tales of eerie objects 

streaking across American skies.  Generally the tales have 

provoked only chills or titters, only rarely, reflection or 

analysis.

Last week the U.S. Air Force made known to LIFE the following 

facts:

* As a result of continuing flying saucer reports the Air Force 

maintains constant intelligence investigation and study of 

unidentified aerial objects.

* A policy of positive action has been adopted to find out, as 

soon as possible, what is responsible for observations that 

have been made.  As a part of this study, military aircraft are 

alerted to attempt interception, and radar and photographic 

equipment will be used in an attempt to obtain factual data.  

If opportunity offers, attempts will be made to recover such 

unidentified objects.

* Already all operational units of the Air Force have been 

alerted to report in detail any sightings of unidentified 

aerial objects.  Other groups -- scientists, private and 

commercial pilots, weather observers -- all trained observers 

whose work in any way concerns the sky, and what happens in it, 

are urged to make immediate reports to Air Technical 

Intelligence Center at Wright-Patterson AFB, Dayton, Ohio of 

any unidentified aerial objects they sight.

* Further, for the first time since Project "Saucer" was 

changed from a special-type project to a standard intelligence 

function, in December 1949, the Air Force invites all citizens 

to report their sightings to the nearest Air Force 

installation.  All reports will be given expert consideration 

and those of special interest will be thoroughly investigated.  

The identity of those making such reports will be kept in 

confidence; no one will be ridiculed for making one.

* There is no reason as yet to believe that any of the aerial 

phenomena commonly described as flying saucers are caused by a 

foreign power or constitute a clear and present danger to the 

U.S. or its citizens.

    These disclosures, sharply amending past Air Force policy, 

climaxed a review by LIFE, with Air Force officials, of all 

facts known in the case.  This review has resulted from more 

than a year of sifting and weighting all reports of unexplained 

aerial phenomena -- from the so-called flying saucers to the 

mysterious green fireballs so often sighted in the Southwest 

(above -- main picture).  This inquiry has included scrutiny of 

hundreds of reported sightings, interview with eyewitnesses 

across the country and careful reviews of the facts with some 

of the world's ablest physicists, astronomers, and experts on 

guided missiles.  for the first time the Air Force (while in no 

way identifying itself with any particular conclusions) has 

opened its files for study.

    Out of this exhaustive inquiry these propositions seem 

firmly shaped by the evidence:

1.  Disks, cylinders and similar objects of geometrical form, 

luminous quality and solid nature for several years have been, 

and may be now, actually present in the atmosphere of the 

earth.

2.  Globes of green fire also, of a brightness more intense 

than the full moon's, have frequently passed through the skies.

3.  These objects cannot be explained by present science as 

natural phenomena -- but solely as artificial devices, created 

and operated by a high intelligence.

4.  Finally, no power plant known or projected on earth could 

account for the performance of these devices.

Let us first review some widely known facts.

    The shapes and inscrutable portents of the flying disks 

first broke upon the skies of the world in the early months of 

1947, with several sightings reported to the Air Force.  the 

story first reached the nation on June 24, 1947, when a private 

pilot named Kenneth Arnold was flying from Chehalis to Yakima, 

Wash.  Some 25 miles away, Arnold saw nine "saucerlike things 

... flying like geese in a diagonal chainlike line," 

approaching Mount Rainier.  They swerved in and out of the high 

peaks at a speed Arnold estimated to be 1,200 mph.

    Arnold told the whole story to his hometown newspaper, and 

like summer lightning it flashed across the country.  Within a 

month, saucers had been reported by people in 40 states.  For 

the public (as LIFE itself merrily reported in its issue of 

July 21, 1947) he saucers provided the biggest game of hey-

diddle-diddle in history.  Any man, woman, or child with talent 

enough to see spots before his eyes could get his name in the 

newspaper.

    Nevertheless in serious moments most people were a little 

worried by all the "chromium hubcaps," "flying washtubs" and 

"whirling doughnuts" in the sky.  Buried in the heap of 

hysterical reports were some sobering cases.  One was the 

calamity that befell Air Force Captain Thomas F. Mantell on 

Jan. 7, 1948.  That afternoon Mantell and two other F-51 

fighter pilots sighted an object that looked like "an ice-cream 

cone topped with red" over Godman Air Force Base and Fort Knox, 

Ky.  Mantell followed the strange object up to 20,000 feet and 

disappeared.  Later in the day his body was found in a nearby 

field, the wreckage of his plane scattered for a half mile 

around.  It now seems possible that Mantell was one of the very 

few sighters who actually were deceived by a Skyhook balloon, 

but the incident is still listed as unsolved by the Air Force 

files.

    There was no such easy explanation for the strange 

phenomenon observed at 2:45 a.m. on July 24, 1948 by two 

Eastern Air Lines pilots.  Captain Clarence S. Chiles and 

Copilot John B. Whitted were flying in bright moonlight near 

Montgomery, Ala. when they suddenly saw "a bright glow" and a 

"long rocketlike ship" veer past them.  They subsequently 

agreed that it was a "wingless aircraft, 100 feet long, cigar-

shaped and about twice the diameter of a B-29, with no 

protruding surfaces, and two rows of windows ... From the sides 

of the craft came an intense, fairly dark blue glow ... like a 

fluorescent factory light."  They said the weird craft "pulled 

up with tremendous burst of flame from the rear and zoomed into 

the clouds at about 800 miles an hour," rocking their DC-3 with 

its "prop or jet wash."

    Just as inexplicable was the experience of Lieut. George 

Gorman of the North Dakota Air National Guard.  On Oct. 1, 1948 

Gorman was coming in at dusk to land his F-51 at Fargo, when he 

saw an intense, bright light pass 1,000 yards away.  Curious, 

Gorman followed the light and saw that it seemed to be attached 

to nothing.  for 27 hair-raising minutes Gorman pursued the 

light through a series of intricate maneuvers.  He said it was 

about 6 inches in diameter and going faster than his F-51 (300-

400 mph).  It made no sound and left no exhaust trail.  After 

Gorman landed, the light having suddenly flashed away in the 

upper air, he found support for his story -- the chief of the 

control tower had followed the fantastic "combat" with 

binoculars.

    The occurrences, jarring though they must have been to the 

participants, left the official calm of the Air Force 

unruffled.  The project set up to investigate the saucers 

("Project Sign," known to the press as "Project Saucer") seemed 

to have been fashioned more as a sedative to public controversy 

than as a serious inquiry into the facts.  On Dec. 27, 1949, 

after two years of operation, Project Saucer wrote off all 

reports of unidentified aerial phenomena as hoaxes, 

hallucinations or misinterpretations of familiar objects -- 

that is, all but 34.  These stubborn 34, seemingly 

unexplainable, were briskly dismissed as psychological 

aberrations.

    While these assurances appeased most of the press and 

pacified the public, some elements in the Air Force just about 

this time began to worry a bit more seriously.  Saucer reports 

continued to come in a rate of about one a day and were handled 

under the code name of "Project Grudge."  Officers at policy 

level began to show concern.  "The higher you go in the Air 

Force," conceded one Intelligence officer, "the more seriously 

they take the flying saucers."

    There was good reason to be serious.  As review of all 

records has shown, these years have produced literally dozens 

of incidents defying simple explanation -- and provoking the 

most incredible questions.

    Checked and rechecked, 10 cases out of the formidable list 

on record are here presented in essential detail.  Of these, 

three wee discovered in the course of LIFE's own investigation 

and are reported for the first time.

  INCIDENT 1.  At 9:10 p.m. on Aug. 25, 1951, Dr. W. I. 

Robinson, professor of geology at the Texas technological 

College, stood in the back yard of his home in Lubbock, Texas 

and chatted with two colleagues.  The other men were Dr. A. G. 

Oberg, a professor of chemical engineering, and Professor W. L. 

Ducker, head of the department of petroleum engineering.  The 

night was clear and dark.  Suddenly all three men saw a number 

of lights race noiselessly across the sky, from horizon to 

horizon, in a few seconds.  the gave the impression of about 30 

luminous beads, arranged in a crescent shape.  A few moments 

later another similar formation flashed across the night.  This 

time the scientists were able to judge hat the lights moved 

through 30 degrees of arc in a second.  A check the next day 

with the Air Force showed that no planes had been over the area 

at the time.  This was but the beginning:  Professor Ducker 

observed 12 flights of the luminous objects between August and 

November of last year.  Some of his colleagues observed as many 

as 10.  Hundreds of nonscientific observers in a wide vicinity 

around Lubbock have seen as many as three flights of the 

mysterious crescents in one night.  On the night of Aug. 30 an 

attempt to photograph the lights was made by 18-year old Carl 

Hart Jr.  He used a Kodak 35-mm camera at f 3.5, 1/10 of a 

second.  Working rapidly, Hart managed to get five exposures of 

the flights.  The pictures exhibited by Hart as the result of 

this effort show 18 to 20 luminous objects, more intense than 

the planet Venus, arranged in one or a pair of crescents.  In 

several photographs, off to one side of the main flight, a 

larger luminosity is visible -- like a mother craft hovering 

near its aerial brood.

[Second picture:  "THE LUBBOCK LIGHTS, flying in formation, are 

considered by the Air Force the most unexplainable phenomena 

yet observed.  These photographs were made at Lubbock, Texas on 

Aug. 30, 1951, by Carl Hart Jr.  Scientists say lights were not 

natural objects, but they traveled too fast and too soundlessly 

for known machines."  Depicts 3 photos of symmetrical, 

boomerang-shaped double row of lights.]

[Third picture:  "Carl Hart, the 18-year old student, 

photographed the Lubbock lights with Kodak 35."]

  EVALUATION.  The observations have been too numerous and too 

similar to be doubted.  In addition the Air Force, after the 

closest examination, has found nothing fraudulent about Hart's 

pictures.  The lights are much too bright to be reflections, 

and therefore bodies containing sources of light.  Since 

Professors Ducker, Oberg, and Robinson could not measure the 

size and distance of the formations, they could form no precise 

estimate of their speed.  However they calculated that if the 

lights were flying at an altitude of 5,000 feet they must then 

have been traveling about 1,800 mph.  The professors, along 

with other scientists, agree that in order to explain the 

silence of the objects, it must be assumed that they were at 

50,000 feet in the air; in which case they were going not 1,800 

but 18,000 mph.  [Note:  See follow-up letter from professors 

at end questioning authenticity of Hart's photos.]

  INCIDENT 2. On July 10, 1947 at 4:47 p.m., one of the U.S.'s 

top astronomers was driving from Clovis to Clines Corners, N. 

Mex.  [Note:  Later revealed to be Dr. Lincoln La Paz -- see 

Incident 10, green fireballs, which La Paz investigated.]   His 

wife and his teen-aged daughters were also in the car.  (For 

professional reasons he has asked LIFE to withhold identity.)  

It was a bright sunny day, but the whole western half of the 

sky was a "confused cloud sea." All at once, as the car headed 

toward these clouds, "all four of us almost simultaneously 

became aware of a curious bright object almost motionless" 

among the clouds.  Instantly, from long habit in dealing with 

celestial phenomena, he began to make calculations. with what 

crude materials he had at hand.  He held a pencil at arm's 

length, measured the size of the object against the windshield 

of the car, measured the distance between his eyes and the 

windshield, etc.  His wife and two daughters did the same, each 

making independent calculations.  The object, says the 

scientist, "showed a sharp and firm regular outline, namely one 

of a smooth elliptical character much harder and sharper than 

the edges of the cloudlets... The hue of the luminous object 

was somewhat less white than the light of Jupiter in a dark 

sky, not aluminum or silver-colored.... The object clearly 

exhibited a sort of wobbling motion.... This wobbling motion 

served to set off the object as a rigid, if not solid body."  

After 30 seconds in plain view, the ellipsoid moved slowly 

behind a cloud (273 degrees azimuth. elevation 1 degree) "and 

we thought we had lost it." But approximately five seconds 

later it reappeared (275 d azimuth, elevation 2 d).  "This 

remarkably sudden ascent thoroughly convinced me that we were 

dealing with an absolutely novel airborne device." After 

reappearing, the object moved slowly from south to north across 

the clouds.  "As seen projected against these dark clouds, the 

object gave the strongest impression of self-luminosity."  

About two and a half minutes after it first came into view, the 

thing disappeared finally behind a cloudbank.

  EVALUATION.  The astronomer vouches for the approximate 

accuracy of his observations and computations. He determined 

that the object was not less than 20 nor more than 30 miles 

from his viewing point; that it was ellipsoidal and rigid; that 

it was 160 feet long and 65 feet thick, if seen at minimum 

distance; or 245 feet long and 100 feet thick if at maximum; 

and that its horizontal speed ranged between 120 and 180 mph 

and its vertical rise between 600 and 900 mph.  He also 

observed that the object moved with a wobble, no sounds, and 

left no exhaust or vapor trail.  His wife and daughters support 

his observations, and their computations were in accordance 

with his own, though slightly less conservative.  The object's 

appearance and behavior answer no known optical or celestial 

phenomenon. No known or projected aircraft, rocket or guided 

missile can make such a rapid vertical ascent without leaving 

an exhaust or vapor trail.

  INCIDENT 3. On April 24,1949 at 10:20 a.m., a group of five 

technicians under the general supervision of J. Gordon Vaeth, 

an aeronautical engineer employed by the Office of Naval 

Research, were preparing to launch a Skyhook balloon near 

Arrey, N. Mex.  A small balloon was sent up first to check the 

weather.  Charles B. Moore Jr., an aerologist of General Mills 

Inc. (pioneers in cosmic ray research) was tracking the weather 

balloon through a theodolite -- a 25-power telescopic 

instrument, which gives degrees of azimuth and elevation 

(horizontal and vertical position) for any object it is sighted 

on.  At 10:30 a.m. Moore leaned back from the theodolite to 

glance at the balloon with his naked eye.  Suddenly he saw a 

whitish elliptical object, apparently much higher than the 

balloon, and moving, in the opposite direction.  At once he 

picked the object up in his theodolite at 45 degrees of 

elevation and 210 degrees of azimuth, and tracked it east at 

the phenomenal rate of 5 d of azimuth-change per second as it 

dropped swiftly to an elevation of 25 d.  The Object appeared 

to be an ellipsoid roughly two and a half times as long as it 

was wide.  Suddenly it swung abruptly upward and rushed out of 

sight in a few seconds.  Moore had tracked it for about 60 

seconds altogether.  The other members of his crew confirmed 

his report.  No sound was heard, no vapor trail was seen.  The 

object, according to rough estimations by Moore and his 

colleagues, was about 56 miles above the earth, 100 feet long 

and was traveling at seven miles per second.  [Note:  This is 

the same Charles B. Moore who is now debunking the Roswell UFO 

crash object of June/July 1947 as nothing more than one of his 

secret Mogul balloons that he helped launch.] 

  EVALUATION.  No known optical or atmospheric phenomenon fits 

the facts.  A natural object traveling at seven miles per 

second has never been seen to make a sudden upward turn.  There 

is no known or projected source of silent, vaporless power for 

such a machine.  No human being could have borne the tremendous 

"G" load brought to bear on the craft during its abrupt 

vertical veer.

  INCIDENT 4. One night in the summer of 1948 Clyde W. 

Tombaugh, the discoverer of the planet Pluto, was sitting in 

the back yard of his home at Las, Cruces, N. Mex.  With him 

were his wife and his mother-in-law.  It was about 11 p.m. and 

they were all sitting quietly, admiring the clarity of the 

southwestern sky, like any proper astronomical family.  All at 

once they all saw something rush silently overhead, south to 

north, too fast for a plane, too slow for a meteor. -It seemed 

to be quite low.  All three of the witnesses agreed that the 

object was definitely a solid "ship" of a kind they had never 

seen before.  It was of an oval shape and "seemed to trail off 

at the rear into a shapeless luminescence."  There was a blue-

green glow about the whole thing.  About half a dozen "windows" 

were clearly visible at the front of the ship and along the 

side.  They glowed with the same blue-green color as the rest 

of the ship, only the glare was brighter, and had a touch of 

yellow in it.  [Note:  Tombaugh also had two other UFO 

sightings]  

  EVALUATION. The object bore a resemblance to the craft seen 

by Pilots Chiles and Whitted.  It bore resemblance to no 

aircraft known to be in operation on earth.

  INCIDENT 5. In this case LIFE's informant is an Air Force 

officer who holds a top military post at a key atomic base.  

[Note:  Thought to be in New Mexico]  Since his assignment and 

whereabouts must be kept a secret he has asked LIFE to withhold 

his name.  He has the highest security rating given.  Before he 

took his present assignment, this officer was in command of the 

radar equipment that keeps watch over a certain atomic 

installation.  One day in the fall of 1949, while watching a 

radarscope that covered an area of sky 300 miles wide and 

100,000 feet deep, he was startled to detect five apparently 

metallic objects flying south at tremendous speed and great 

height. They crossed the 300-mile scope, in less than four 

minutes.  The objects flew the whole time in formation.

  EVALUATION.  There is no dead-certain explanation of this 

phenomenon--radar is as full of tricks as an old-maid's 

imagination.  However, the officer involved is an experienced 

observer, well aware of the eccentricities of the instrument.  

He believes that in this instance he made a legitimate radar 

contact.  If so, it can be said that the only natural objects 

known to travel at such a speed are meteors, but meteors do not 

fly in formation.  If the officer picked up machines, they were 

performing in a manner that rocket experts agree is still 

beyond the capabilities of earth's most advanced weapons.
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rudiak@garnet.berkeley.edu wrote:

>LIFE MAGAZINE, April 7, 1952
Thanks for posting these!

Regards,

Cathy Z.

**************************************************

 "The difference between an honest fanatic      

 and a criminal lunatic is difficult to define, 

 and of little interest to the victim."         

                       Sheriff MacPhail (1646)

**************************************************
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Dave,

Fascinating article, thanks for taking the time.

The LIFE article is dated April 7, 1952 and during that month there

was an incident which is perhaps worth recalling, particularly in

view of it's possible historical repercussions.

In "Aliens from Space: The Real Story Of Unidentified Flying

Objects" [ISBN: 0-385-06751-8], Major Donald Keyhoe documents the

key events:

_The CIA Takes Over_

It was after a tough, two-pronged fight against UFO secrecy that

the CIA took control of the Air Force investigation. Even now, not

many people know the full story of that behind-the-scenes battle.

Oddly enough, it was a report from Secretary of the Navy Dan

Kimball which led to the CIA's drastic action.

In April of 1952, Secretary Kimball was flying to Hawaii when two

disc-shaped craft streaked in toward his Navy executive plane.

"Their speed was amazing," he told me later, in Washington. "My

pilots estimated it between fifteen hundred and two thousand miles

an hour. The objects circled us twice and then took off, heading

east. There was another Navy plane behind us, with Admiral Arthur

Radford on board. The distance was about fifty miles. I had my

senior pilot radio a report on the sighting. In almost no time

Radford's chief pilot called back, really excited. The UFOs were

now circling their plane-they'd covered the fifty miles in less

than two minutes. In seconds the pilot told us they'd left the

plane and raced up out of sight."

After landing, Secretary Kimball had a report radioed to the AF,

since it was officially in charge of the UFO investigation. When he

returned to Washington he had an aide ask the AF what action had

been taken. He was informed it was against orders to discuss case

analyses, even with witnesses who made the reports.

It was a mistake the AF soon regretted, for Kimball was not a man

who could be easily pushed around. The secretary knew that Navy and

Marine Corps pilots had made numerous verified reports, also tower

operators and other Navy personnel. On checking, he found that the

AF had insisted on getting all copies of reports, without even a

preliminary Navy investigation. As in his own case, the AF had

refused to answer any questions about these sightings, except for

a few that were already known to the press, which it had tried to

debunk.

As soon as he learned this, Secretary Kimball had a conference with

Rear Admiral Calvin Bolster, Chief of the Office of Naval Research.

"I want ONR to make a full investigation of all Navy and Marine

reports from now on-also try to get duplicate reports from the

witnesses in unexplained earlier cases. This is to be kept separate

from the Air Force project." (Confirmed to the author by Rear

Admiral Bolster, in 1953.)

When the AF heard of this there was a hasty conference at

headquarters. They were already in a tight spot. The big "flap" of

1952 had started, with UFO reports coming in from all over the

country, and both Capitol Hill and the press were demanding

explanations. If Kimball's bucking the AF got out it would be

headlined news and the censors would be in trouble. But tangling

with the Navy Secretary could make it a lot worse-he might make the

Pacific encounter public, along with other Navy evidence.

[...]

During all this time, the CIA had been keeping a close watch on the

UFO problem and the AF operations. (As Admiral Hillenkoetter told

me afterward, this had been going on since 1948, when he was the

CIA director.)

But in '52' though neither the AF nor the Navy knew it, the CIA was

solidly behind the cover-up. When it learned of the Navy

investigation and the Utah film conclusion it decided that Kimball

had to be stopped. It would be a risky job. Kimball might defy them

and publicly release the film analysis along with the strongest

Navy evidence. It might be better to avoid him and try to convince

President Truman that Kimball should be silenced.  But this too

might backfire-no one could be sure of Truman's reaction.

The CIA decided to wait for the November election. General

Eisenhower's victory gave them a break-Secretary Kimball would soon

be replaced by a Republican, and now he probably would not push any

fight with the Air Force.

The agency heads proved to be right. As Secretary Kimball knew,

preparing a strong case against the censorship would take time. In

the aftermath of the election it would be difficult to launch a

drive against the AF, and as an outgoing cabinet officer he would

not have much chance of success. But his efforts had not been

wasted; if the new secretary decided to go ahead, Admiral Bolster

would have all the evidence.
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