
FACTS AND STORYS 
 

Area 51, also known as Groom Lake, is a secret military facility about 90 miles north 
of Las Vegas. The number refers to a 6-by-10-mile block of land, at the center of 
which is a large air base the government will not discuss. The site was selected in the 
mid-1950s for testing of the U-2 spyplane, due to its remoteness, proximity to existing 
facilities and presence of a dry lake bed for landings. Groom Lake is America's 
traditional testing ground for "black budget" aircraft before they are publicly 
acknowledged. The facility and surrounding areas are also associated -- with varying 
levels of credibility -- with UFO and conspiracy stories. In 1989, Bob Lazar claimed 
on a Las Vegas television station that he had worked with alien spacecraft at Papoose 
Lake, south of Area 51. Since then, "Area 51" has become a popular symbol for the 
alleged U.S. Government UFO cover-up 

Nevada Test Site 
 
The Nevada Test Site is a Rhode Island-sized testing ground northwest of Las Vegas 
where the U.S. conducted the majority of its nuclear weapons tests during the Cold 
War. From its founding in 1951 until the final Divider test in 1992, over 900 atomic 
explosions were detonated in this barren desert. In the 1950s, atomic tests were 
conducted above ground and resulted in devastating health effects to the 
"Downwinders" northeast of the site in Nevada and Utah. Since then, tests were 
conducted only underground, resulting in a pockmarked "lunar" landscape. The NTS 
is operated by the Department of Energy, which has become increasingly open about 
the site's history and its environmental problems. The NTS is bounded on three side 
by the Nellis Air Force Range and adjoins "Area 51" a secret military base at its 
northeast corner. Today, the Test Site is under consideration for various storage and 



processing projects for dangerous materials, and some non-nuclear and sub-critical 
explosions are still conducted there. 
 

Rachel, Nevada takes us to a small town 110 miles from Las Vegas, site of a formerly 
secret US Air Force installation known as Area 51. The base develops new planes 
such as the stealth bomber. The secrecy shrouding Area 51 has given rise to 
suspicions over the years, earning the town of Rachel (primarily a collection of trailer 
homes) the title "UFO Capital of the World," and Nevada State Highway 375 "Alien 
Highway". The film focuses on the everyday people of Rachel, once left alone to 
service the military, now the center of tourism and a publicity boom. There are 
enough stories and photos to persuade even the most die-hard skeptics that something 
extraterrestrial may be going on.  



 

The following is an account of an event witnessed by my wife, 2 young daughters, 
and myself in the early evening of November 9, 1994 near the site of the old town of 
Rhyolite, Nevada.  









 

















 


