
            Land and Maritime 
Sovereignty Disputes  
- Northeast Asia 
- South China Sea 

    HA/DR 
- U.S. 

leadership in 
human 
disasters 
builds 
credibility 
and 
confidence 

     Global Interdependence 
- Key littoral chokepoints 
- Globalized markets 

   Future Operating Environment   
UNCLASSIFIED 

      Identity 
Politics and 
Violent Power 
Struggles 
- Africa and 

Middle East 
- Urban artifact 

             Intra-state 
Instability  
- Under-governed 

spaces 
- Demographic shifts 

      Piracy  
- Continued 

source of 
financing  
terrorist/ 
criminal 

    Water/Food 
Scarcity 
- East Africa 
- Middle East 
- Asia 

         Regional 
Competition 
- South China 

Sea 
- Former Soviet 

Orbit  

           Transnational Crime  
- Drug related violence and terrorism 

in Latin and South America 

         Violent Extremism 
- AQ ‘franchise’ or ‘affiliate’ 
- Informed people not willing 
to suffer injustice 

            Urbanization and 
Conflict 
-   SE Asia, Africa, Americas 

While we may wish to be done with the dirty and dangerous, these unfortunate 
artifacts of the emerging century are not done with us.  While we do not seek 

conflict, conflict will continue to appear at our doorstep...threatening our citizens, 
our allies, and our interests.   
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