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	Nelson Aldrich Rockefeller was born in Bar Harbor, Maine on July 8, 1908.  He was the third child of John D. Rockefeller, Jr. and Abby Aldrich Rockefeller, and enjoyed the benefits of growing up in one of the wealthiest families in America.  Educated at the Lincoln School in New YorkCity and Dartmouth College, Nelson spent his early post-college years in various positions at a number of different family enterprises.  His public service career began in 1940 when Franklin D. Roosevelt appointed him the Coordinator of the Office of Inter-American Affairs.  It ended in1977 after he was appointed Vice President under Gerald Ford.  
     While earning an economics degree at Dartmouth College, Rockefeller had also become interested in the arts, especially photography. Many of his school breaks were spent touring art galleries with his mother, who was a serious collector of Impressionist and Post-Impressionist art in her own right.  As his interest in different forms of art developed, Rockefeller began what would become one of the largest and most impressive private art collections in the world.  Picasso was regarded as Rockefeller's favorite artist, but his collection also included pieces from Henri Matisse, Joan Miro, and Edward Hopper.  
     Throughout his life, Nelson Rockefeller's interest in, and appreciation for art never waned.  He believed in the idea of "art for art's sake" but also recognized the social significance of art in modern society.  Rockefeller realized that modern art would forever represent the time in which it was created and he actively tried to sanitize art that he felt was not in line with the ideals of capitalist America.  As he became increasingly involved in the art world, serving as a trustee for the Museum of Modern Art (1932-1979), and as the President, trustee, and founder of the Museum of Primitive Art in New York City (1954-1975), he was careful not to showcase art that was saturated with political meaning.  Nelson A. Rockefeller died of a heart attack in New York City on January 26, 1979.


