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	Rockefeller on himself: 
"I am hitched to a wagon on which other people sit." 

He had apparently forgotten to mention that his fellow-travellers hardly had any other choice.
	William Vanderbilt on Rockefeller: 

"There is no doubt that these people are a good bit smarter than I am. I have never met anyone so sharp-witted and alert. 


	 
	The First: John D.Rockefeller 

John Davison Rockefeller was born on 8th July 1829, son of a charlatan. In 1859 John D founded Clark & Rockefeller, a small commission business in Cleveland. At the end of the first year the economical, modest and religious Rockefeller had a turnover of $500,000.

A few years later he went into the oil business. His idea of establishing a worldwide oil industry helped members of the Rockefeller Trust to amass a gigantic fortune. 

One of his greatest gifts was an instinct for finding brilliant colleagues, whom he knew how to motivate to his own and their advantage. It is said that Rockefeller gave away thousands of oil-lamps to poor and needy people, not entirely unselfishly, for the proud owners now needed petroleum, which they had to buy from Rockefeller.

The name of Rockefeller is still respected to such an extent that the sale to the Japanese of a part of the Rockefeller Center in New York at the end of the 1980s was seen as a betrayal of the American ideal. 
	The Last: John D.Rockefeller

David Rockefeller headed the Chase Manhattan Bank from 1969 to 1980. Now 82 years of age, he was considered one of the most successful bankers in America.

"David" judged the New York Times "is the last of the great Rockefellers." The youngest of six siblings, who also included the former US Vice-President Nelson Rockefeller, he invested in buildings, collected porcelain and Impressionist paintings. "America's last Emperor" (according to the Sunday Times Magazine) also worked on his memoirs. David's grandfather John D (died 1937) was both revered as "an industrial Napoleon" (a biographer) and condemned as "the greatest criminal of our time" (US Senator Robert La Follette). 

The name of Rockefeller stands for wealth and power but also for charity. Through organizations like the Rockefeller Foundation (whose fortune is estimated at two billion dollars) and the Rockefeller Family Fund, the family supports museums, universities and national parks. For the administration of his fortune, David keeps an office on the 56th floor of the Rockefeller Center, decorated with Picassos and Cézannes.

On the inequality between rich and poor, Rockefeller once said: "Even if I were to give a dollar to each poor person, they would only be a dollar richer but I would be millions poorer, so I prefer to keep my millions."




