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.. .. is the symbol for A Positive Mental Attitude.

A Positive Mental Attitude is the right mental attitude for each given
set of circumstances. It is most often comprised of the plus charac-
teristics symbolized by such words as faith, integrity, hope, optimism,
courage, initiative, generosity, tolerance, tact, kindliness and good
common sense.*

*From Success Through A Positice Mental Attitude, by Napoleon Hill and
W. Clement Stone, published by Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1960,

Whatever The Mind of Man
Can CONCEIVE and BELIEVE,
The Mind of Man Can ACHIEVE!
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INTRODUCTION

The PMA Science
of Success Course

Napoleon Hill’s work has touched the lives of countless thousands
through his lectures, teachings, and prolific writings. His internation-
ally known books Think and Grow Rich and The Law of Success have
become the standards of motivational literature against which all others
are measured.

To make available in perpetuity the success principles he spent a
lifetime identifying and sharing with others, on August 21, 1962, Dr.
Hill and his wife, Annie Lou, founded the Napoleon Hill Foundation. A
not-for-profit corporation, the Foundation’s sole purpose is to continue to
spread his philosophy of success through the co-operation and support of
others, rather than at their expense.

The 17 principles of success he quantified in his writings and lectures
aid not only the individual who practices them, but all those with whom
he comes in contact, as well. Those principles along with his lifelong
published works and yet unpublished manuscripts, recordings, and
courses comprise the legacy Dr. Hill endowed in the Foundation.

Dr. Hill enjoyed close friendships with many of the turn-of-the-century
business leaders who played a significant role in shaping the destiny of
America and the world. Thomas Edison, Henry Ford, Harvey Firestone,
Theodore Roosevelt, and Alexander Graham Bell were but a few who
freely shared the secrets of how they attained their success with Dr. Hill.

Andrew Carnegie so strongly believed in the universal principles of
success that he sponsored the research and writing that became the first
authoritative treatise on the subject, the Personal Success Philosophy of
Achievement by Napoleon Hill.

To carry on the rich legacy Dr. Hill left, the Foundation has decided to
re-release his personalized course for individual study, The PMA Science
of Success Course. This practical self-study program will help you
thoroughly understand and apply the 17 principles of success in your
own life, to achieve any goal — however ambitious — you may set for
yourself.
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To preserve the integrity of his work, the text of this course is pre-
sented unedited. Because of changes in customs and word use, the lan-
guage may sometimes appear dated, but the underlying principles are as
valid today as they were when these universal truths, presented in Dr.
Hill’s own dynamic and forceful style, first captivated his readers.

His frequent use of the masculine gender should be interpreted to
connote mankind, rather than men. No one would have been prouder of
the advances the women’s movement has made in recent years than Dr.
Hill. He advocated equal rights and equal opportunity for all people long
before it was fashionable.

The success philosophy that Napoleon Hill presents in this course and
in his other works have withstood the test of time. His principles of
success have changed the lives of millions of men and women from all
walks of life. They can change yours, if you only let them. The choice
is yours.

The Napoleon Hill Foundation
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FOREWORD

In looking back over the more than forty years since I first interviewed
Andrew Carnegie, it is exceedingly difficult for me to select the men and
women who have played the most important parts in the development of
The Science of Success.

Andrew Carnégie has first place on my list of those to whom I owe en-
during gratitude, because it was he who originated the idea of giving to
posterity the know how by which successful men have attained success,
and it was he who sponsored my research when I was organizing the data
which was needed for The Science of Success. Although Andrew Carnegie
did not live to see the completion of the work he inspired, his influence
goes on to benefit millions of people not yet born. In preparing these
lessons, I interviewed, visited and collaborated with more than 500 famous
men and women who have boldly written their names across the pages of
history. I wish to express my deepest admiration for the persons discussed
on the following pages. They have impressed me more strongly than mere
words can tell, and have contributed more to this work than I can state.
I regret that I have had to limit my writing to the highlights of their
illustrious careers.

There are many additional men and women of achievement whom I should
have indeed liked to include, had my space not been so limited. Many of
them gave generously of their time and experiences, revealing, in many
instances for the first time, the innermost secrets of their lives. To them I
wish to express my undying gratitude, and I ask their kind consideration.
I want personally to thank all who gave so much, who wished to pass their
successes on to others so that no one who really wanted should do without
that which he or she could have. May it always remain steadfast in the
hearts and minds of all who are here to read: Whatever the mind of man
can CONCEIVE and BELIEVE, the mind of man can ACHIEVE!
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Nature yields her most
profound secrets to the
person who is determined
to uncover them.



How To Study This Course

THE PMA
PHILOSOPHY
STIMULATES THE

MIND AND CAUSES Napoleon Hill taught the hundreds of thousands of people
THE BIRTH OF who read his books — studied his PMA SCIENCE OF SUC-
SCORES OF IDEAS! CESS COURSE and/or attended his lectures — the true
meaning of this premise. By studying this Course as it is
meant to be studied, you too will DEVELOP SUCCESS
HABITS. It is urged that:

Napoleon Hill

As you study this course, study it for a purpose.
Continually SEARCH the course for ways to achieve your goals and/or how to solve your problems.

CONCENTRATE as you study. Study as though Napoleon Hill has personally written to you — and
you alone.

KNOW WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING FOR. Commit yourself to Recognizing, Relating, Assimilating
and Applying the principles, techniques and ideas that this course provides to you. (a
HOW TO explanation of this concept is also enclosed with these recommendations for
study).

IDEAS COME FROM UNEXPECTED PLACES! Itis therefore important that you study with a pen or
pencilin hand — ready to underscore or jot down in the “Notes” column of your lessons,
anything of interest; a flash of inspiration or an answer to your problem. This principle
also applies to any books or articles you may read, lectures you attend, or from watching
films or television.

The universal principles contained in your PMA Science of Success Course are designed to
stimulate the imaginative facilities of your brain and nervous system so that they will
create new and useable ideas for you. As you study, ask yourself, “WHAT DOES THIS
MEAN TO ME AND HOW CAN | USE IT?”

You should be alert for each “HOW TO” as well as its component, “WHAT TO DO,” as there is a
direct relationship between the two. The answers are there!

Develop goodstudy habits. Set aside a specific time each day to study yourlessons. We recommend
studying approximately 15 minutes a day. Make certain that it is a time that your mind is
most alert and receptive to new ideas. Discipline yourself to STUDY EVERY DAY —
never allowing yourself to skip days.

Choose a location to study where you will be comfortable and unlikely to be disturbed. Try using the
same place every day.
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When starting each new lesson, we recommend that you read it through from start to finish —
stopping only to mark what you feel is important; what you would like to memorize. Or,
put a question mark by the statements that you don’t quite understand. This is also an
excellent time to jot down any inspiring ideas or potential solutions to problems that you
might have. Try hard to complete the lesson before you stop reading.

Always keep in mind your Definite Action Plan, read and study your lesson once again; making
certain that you comprehend the information in each paragraph. Look up all words that
you do not understand in your dictionary being certain to note its SYNONYMS.

You will find it helpful to reread each lesson a third time. It will help reinforce what you already have
learned and to perhaps memorize self-motivators that now appeal to you.

The way of success is the way to
action, based upon organized
thinking followed by
action, action, action.

To fully achieve the goals of your life, STUDY ... THINK ... PLAN ... and APPLY the
PRINCIPLES that this course will provide for you. Once you have SUCCESSFULLY completed
the 17 lessons contained in your PMA SCIENCE OF SUCCESS COURSE, you will find that your

subconscious mind will always react positively for you. THEN AND ONLY THEN WILL
YOUR DOOR TO SUCCESS BE OPEN TO YOU.
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‘How To Recognize, Relate,
Assimilate and Apply Success
Principles

Your ability to RECOGNIZE, RELATE, ASSIMILATE and USE the PMA Principles is the Power
that will open any door, meet any challenge, overcome any obstacle and help you to achieve
success, wealth, health, happiness and the true riches of life.

The PMA Science of Success Course is comprised of 17 Fundamental Principles that have stood
the test of time. A PRINCIPLE is a basic truth - a Universal Law that does not change.

We can compare Self-Help Principles to an orchestra which is composed of different sections -
strings, brass, woodwinds, and percussion. Together, they compliment each other and produce a
melodius, full and pleasant sound. Likewise, Self-Help Principles are independent — they can stand
alone because of their values. Each one is helpful to successful living. When they are combined, they
form a PMA Action Philosophy with Successful Results.

You are the Maestro. The ability to RECOGNIZE, RELATE, ASSIMILATE and USE the PMA
principles is your baton. Use it — and blend the Success Principles into a meaningful and productive
life.

Like any formula, it is made up of individual parts. Let's analyze each ingredient:

n RECOGNIZE ... st identify the principle, idea or technique.

RELATE .. . istoconnector join together; to establish a relationship
to your own life.

ASSIMILATE ... is to make similar or alike; to incorporate; to

absorb; to become a part of you . . . your thinking, your action.

A ACTION . . . is to denote USE: follow-through; doing.

Each ingredient is important and has special meaning; but, when combined, they become a
Formula for your Success. By using the formula, you will be able to focus the spotlight on the Success
Principles that have directed and guided Napoleon Hill and many other successful men in achieving

their objectives. The same principles can and will help you achieve your Definite Major Goals in Life.
ix



“HOW TO” ... DEVELOP THE HABIT OF RECOGNIZ-
ING, RELATING, ASSIMILATING AND PUTTING THEM
INTO ACTION!

THE R2A2 FORMULA.

First of all, you need a MENTAL SUCCESS REFLEX, a trigger phrase that will immediately direct
your mind when you RECOGNIZE a Success Principle, Idea or Technique . ..

EXAMPLE
R ECOG N |Z E » | RECOGNIZE the principle, idea or techriique thatis being used. It

* helpedsomeone else — | can see the results — it will work for
me - if | use it. — “THAT'S FOR ME!”

R ELATE = Ask yourself, “What will the success principle, idea or technique do for
* ME?” IMPORTANT: You must RELATE it to yourself. Start with the most
important living person as far as you are concerned — YOU.

ASSIMI LAT » Or... " “HOW CAN | USE PRINCIPLES, IDEAS or

* TECHNIQUES TO ACHIEVE MY GOALS OR SOLVE MY
PROBLEMS? How can | absorb them into my behavior so that they become a partof me? How
can | develop a success habit— a successreflex sothat the right thing will be done?”

ACTIO or... " “WHEN AM | GOING TO USE IT? When am | going to start?” Ask"
yourself this important question and then follow through with the self-starter:
DOITNOW!Yes, DOIT NOW!

The R:A2 FORMULA should become so ingrained in your mind that you
can RECOGNIZE Success Principles, ideas or techniques from listening to
a sermon, reading a newspaper or magazine article, from reading a self-
help book, by listening to an Inspirational Recording, by studying the lives of
great men and many other sources. Remember, Develop and Use your
own success reflex - THAT'S FOR ME! ...
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DEFINITENESS
OF PURPOSE

First in a series of
Seventeen Dynamic Lessons
by Napoleon Hill



Successful people move on
their own initiative, but
they know where they are
going before they start.



DEFINITENESS OF PURPOSE

1. Definiteness of purpose is the starting point of all achievement. Re-
member this statement, because you will hear a lot about it before you
are through with this lesson and this course. Definiteness of purpose is
the starting point of all achievement, and it is the stumbling block of
ninety-eight out of every hundred persons because they never really define
their goals and start toward them with definiteness of purpose.

2. Think of it! Ninety-eight percent of the people of the world are drift-
ing aimlessly through life without the slightest idea of the work for which
they are best fitted, and with no conception whatsoever even of the need
for such a thing as a definite objective toward which to strive. This is one
of the tragedies of civilization. It was Andrew Carnegie’s recognition of
this tragedy that inspired him to influence some five hundred great Ameri-
can leaders of industry and business to collaborate in the organization of
this philosophy of individual achievement.

3. You may be surprised to learn that of the more than thirty-five
thousand persons who studied this philosophy, only two out of every
hundred had anything even remotely akin to definiteness of purpose —
and that two percent are the ones who are succeeding. Among that two
percent are men such as Henry Ford, Henry J. Kaiser, Frank Vanderlip,
Earl Nightingale and Lee Braxton. They are the people who did not settle
with life for anything short of what they wanted.

4. As a student, will you resolve that from this day forward you will not
settle with life for anything short of what you want? Will you do that?
These are not just idle words. That definiteness of purpose is the starting
point of achievement has been the observation of thinking people over the
centuries.

5. It has been proved many times that if a person is really determined to
get a thing he can get it. If you have the ambition to start making life pay
off on your own terms, this course can stimulate your thinking and awaken
your desire for definiteness of purpose.

IDEAS

6. At this point, let’s discuss ideas. Ideas begin as the result of definite-
ness of purpose.
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NOTES

Did you know that ideas are what make the world go 'round? Ideas
are the only assets which have no fixed values. Men of all ages and in all
parts of the world have recognized ideas as of prime importance. There is
an old oriental proverb which puts it this way:

“If you would plant for days — plant flowers;
If you would plant for years — plant trees;
If you would plant for eternity — plant ideas!”

7. Ab, yes, indeed — ideas. This course has been organized for the pur-
pose of inducing a flow of ideas through your mind. It is intended to
introduce you to your other self (the self which has a vision of your
innate spiritual powers and will not accept or recognize failure) — and to
arouse your determination to go forth and claim that which is rightfully
yours. The material in these lessons comes from practical businessmen
who acquired it the hard way — by the trial and error method. These
men lifted themselves, in many cases, from dire poverty to high estates
and adequate fortunes through its application.

A VALUABLE SECRET

8. Here is a valuable secret that you should know: The most important
part of the lesson is not written on these pages, but is already in your
own mind! You can learn how to harness the stupendous potential power
of your own mind, and how to organize the knowledge you already have
and turn it into the power necessary for the attainment of your major
purpose in life.

9. From the thoughts expressed in these lessons, your mind — if you are
ready — will grasp an idea that may well mark the turning point in your
entire life! Somewhere in these lessons you will find yourself — that other
self which will throw off the chains of all the limitations which have bound
you. It will reveal to you the giant genius of power asleep in your own
mind, which needs only some outside stimulus to awaken it. This course
is designed for the purpose of supplying that awakening force. It will come
in the form of an idea that you will pick up as you read and think!

10. The immortal Ralph Waldo Emerson, considered by many to be the



greatest thinker America has ever produced, expressed his estimate of
an idea thus:

“One single idea may have greater weight than the labor
of all the men, animals and engines for a century.”

11. Let us examine a few of the outstanding achievements of mankind
and see how ideas backed with definiteness of purpose have changed this
world of ours.

THE FIRST TALKING MACHINE

12. The first talking machine was nothing but an abstract idea in the
mind of Thomas A. Edison until he applied to it the principles to be ex-
plained in this lesson. Mr. Edison, familiar with these principles, took his
idea of a machine that would record and reproduce the human voice and
instrumental music and, with definiteness of purpose, turned the idea over
to his subconscious mind, where it was projected into that vast reservoir
of creative power which we call Infinite Intelligence.* Infinite Intelligence,
operating through his subconscious mind, flashed back to him the plans
for making it a mechanical reality. As we go along, we shall explain how
you, too, can avail yourself of this tremendous power for the solving of
your problems and the realization of your ideas, provided you really have
definiteness of purpose.

MOTION PICTURES

13. The motion picture camera also originated as an idea, in the fertile
imagination of Thomas Edison. And this idea, backed with definiteness
of purpose, was translated into reality. The two inventions, the talking
machine and the motion picture camera and projector, when put together,
formed the basis for our marvelous present-day motion pictures.

*The eminent power which pervades every cell of matter, animate
and inanimate, in the entire universe and which in orthodox re-
ligion is called God. In order not to offend anyone’s particular
religious beliefs and to stay clear of the controversial subject of
religion, we allude to this unseen power as “Infinite Intelligence.”
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- NOTES

THE ROTARY CLUB

14. The Rotary Club movement began as an idea conceived in the mind
of Paul Harris, a lawyer who was seeking a way of extending his personal
acquaintanceship for the purpose of building up his law practice without
violating the ethics of the legal profession. It was just a simple idea, born
in an humble heart. But it was backed with definiteness of purpose. So the
idea grew until today it circles the earth and brings men of nearly every
nationality together in a spirit of friendly fellowship.

THE DISCOVERY OF AMERICA

15. Indeed the very discovery of this great New World came about as
a result of an idea germinated in the mind of an humble sailor, who backed
it with definiteness of purpose. Think for a moment of the importance and
far-reaching effects for all mankind of this single idea. America now holds
a position of eminence among the nations of the world and holds aloft
the ideal of human freedom and the right of the individual to be self-
determining. Thus a single idea extended to its ultimate conclusion may
well influence the entire human family.

A SCIENTIFIC GAME

16. Another idea which has transformed mankind’s mode of living was
the object of one of the most fascinating games which men of science
ever played. This was the idea that an invisible opportunity —a rich
scientific prize — was hidden in the air. It had been hinted that a power in
the atmosphere could carry the communications of men. Edison and Tesla
in America, Hertz in Germany, Kelvin, Lodge, Crookes, Fleming in Eng-
land, Branly of France, Popoff in Russia, each played his hand in this
greatest of games. Fate, however, stacked the deck in such a way that a
young man in Italy held the trump cards, and he played them as if in-
spired. Signor Guglielmo Marconi stepped boldly and fearlessly across the
threshold approached by others and claimed the prize. You know the
rest of the story. Marconi wireless was the forerunner of greater miracles.
Dr. Lee DeForest, by discovering and developing the vacuum tube, trans-
formed wireless into radio and made possible that giant industry with its



allied fields of radar and television. And there are almost limitless oppor-
tunities and possibilities yet to be explored.

MANKIND’S NEWEST SCIENTIFIC DISCOVERY

17. This lesson would not be complete without mention of another idea
which is engaging the minds of men throughout the whole world today.
It started in the minds of individual physicists who first suggested that
the atom, long considered the smallest particle of matter, was actually a
reproduction of the vast universe which unfurls before our eyes on a starry
night. What an idea! Everyone had always thought that steel and iron
and wood were solid. Then along came men who said they were not
solid at all, but a moving mass of particles, widely separated from one
another, and whirling around at a terrific rate of speed. Actually, they said,
there is not very much matter at all. There is more “space” than there are
particles, and the space is filled with electrical energy which can be re-
leased for useful purposes. We are discovering how to do it. This is the
beginning of the thinking which led to the smashing of the atom. Un-
fortunately, man seems always to turn new forces to destructive purposes
until later refinement makes them available for beneficial purposes. Let us
hope that there will be no further need for events such as occurred at
Hiroshima, but that the great potentialities of man’s next development
may be turned to the curing of disease, the reclaiming of desert wastes,
the liberation of men from want and privation!

A POWER FOR GOOD

18. Christianity, one of the greatest powers for good known to the world,
was planted in the minds of many by Christ, who dwelt among us. as an
humble carpenter. So powerful was His idea that, through continued
application of the principles of definiteness of purpose, it has gone march-
ing onward for nearly two thousand years. And its spread is related to the
ultimate purposes of the Creator.

As he thinketh in his heart, so is he. (Proverbs 23:7)

SUMMARY

19. In summarizing this section on ideas, let us emphasize the fact that
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ideas arise from definiteness of purpose. They form the foundations of all
fortunes, the starting points of all inventions. They have mastered the air
above us and the waters of the ocean around us. They have enabled us to
harness and use the energy known as the ether. There can be no evolution
of any idea without a starting point in the form of definiteness of purpose.
Hence this principle takes first position in the philosophy of personal
achievement.

Such as are thy habitual thoughts, so also will be the character
of thy mind, for the soul is dyed by the thoughts.
(Marcus Aurelius, Roman emperor and stoic philosopher)

BIG IDEAS BEHIND DEFINITENESS OF PURPOSE

20. There are certain factors which enter into this subject of definiteness
of purpose that may be classified as mental. Other factors might be classi-
fied as spiritual, and others might be classified as economic. We are going
to analyze each one of these factors so that you will have a complete and
thorough understanding of them, to the end that you may take full ad-
vantage of the benefits of this great principle of individual achievement.
There are seven big ideas around which this analysis will center.

FIRST BIG IDEA
21. The starting point of all individual achicvement is the adoption of a
definite major purpose and a specific plan for its attainment.

22. Assoon as you have decided on your definite major purpose, you can

expect to enjoy some advantages. These advantages come almost auto-
matically.

FIRST ADVANTAGE

23. Definiteness of purpose develops:

1. Self-reliance 4. Enthusiasm
2. Personal Initiative 5. Self-discipline
3. Imagination 6. Concentration of Effort

24. All of these are required for material success. As we proceed in this
and subsequent lessons, we shall discuss in detail just what is meant by



these qualities and how they are acquired, developed and made a part of
your equipment for success.

SECOND ADVANTAGE

25. Specialization. Definiteness of purpose encourages you to specialize,
and specialization leads to perfection. Your success in life will depend a
great deal on your specialization. Andrew Carnegie believed in speciali-
zation. He was firmly of the opinion that, regardless of one’s vocation or
definite major purpose, he must eventually specialize. General education
is advisable until you have selected your purpose in life. When you have
found the right combination of your own basic aptitudes (physical and
mental capacities) and desires (likes and dislikes) and the corresponding
opportunity to utilize them, you should immediately begin to acquire
specialized knowledge in your major interest field (the things you most
want to do). Definiteness of purpose has a way of magnetizing the mind
so as to attract to you the specialized knowledge necessary for success.

THIRD ADVANTAGE

26. Budgeting of time and money. Definiteness of purpose will induce
you to budget your time and money and to plan all of your day-to-day
endeavors so they will lead to the attainment of your major purpose.
Time budgeting always pays dividends, because each unit of time is made
to yield a corresponding unit of progress toward the goal. Money is used
to best advantage to maintain the standard of living established and to
assure the passage of certain mileposts along the road to ultimate success.
This may call for the possession of specific amounts of money at definite
times.

FOURTH ADVANTAGE

27. Alerts the mind to opportunities: Gives courage for action. Definite-
ness of purpose alerts your mind to recognize opportunities related to
the object of your major purpose, and it inspires the necessary courage to
act upon these opportunities when they appear. Here are examples of this
from the lives of men who are well known to everyone.

28. One of them is Edward Bok. He was the man who came from Hol-
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land as a small boy, not even speaking the English language, became
editor of Ladies Home Journal, the greatest magazine of its kind in the
world. But he didn't get there in a single stride, you may be sure. He kept
his mind alert to every opportunity along the way which would serve
his purpose. In his famous book, The Americanization of Edward Bok,
he gives the details of his rise from dire poverty and ignorance to a place
of eminence in the world of letters. So powerful has been the influence
of this book on American life that many have said it might better be
called the “Bokanization of America.”

29. While still very young, Mr. Bok started writing to famous Americans
whose names he read in the encyclopedia. Many of these people, amused
or amazed at his nerve and originality, replied. He gathered their replies
into what became the most valuable collection of personal letters from
famous people in this country. His collection attracted the attention of
the newspapers who sent their top-notch reporters to interview him, and
they sought his permission to publish the more famous of his letters. All the
while though, Bok realized that his hobby was costing him money rather
than earning for him, so he decided to do something about it.

30. For the moment, his major purpose became that of making some
money out of the wide acquaintanceship with famous people which his
letter-writing had made possible. His mind immediately became alerted

-with this definiteness of purpose. Now note carefully what happened.

31. One day he saw a man dpen a new box of cigarettes and take out
of it a picture which he threw on the floor. When the man had gone, young
Bok picked up the picture, which was a photograph of some famous actress
of the day with a suggestion to the purchaser that it was one of a
series which, if collected, would soon form a complete set of pictures of
famous persons. Bok turned the piece of paper over and noticed that the
back side of it was perfectly plain. His alert mind immediately saw this
as an opportunity to fulfill his major purpose. He recognized that the value
of the enclosure would be greatly enhanced if the blank space were de-
voted to a brief biography of the person pictured. He sought out the
cigarette manufacturer and learned the name of the lithograph firm which
printed the enclosures. He proceeded immediately to this firm and ex-
plained his idea to the manager. The manager promptly said, “I'll give



you ten dollars apiece if you will write me a one-hundred-word biography
of one hundred famous Americans. Send me a list, and group them,
as, for instance: presidents and vice-presidents, famous soldiers, actors,
authors, etc.”

32. Thus came Bok’s first literary assignment. Soon the demand for his
short biographies became so great that he could not do all the writing
himself, so he offered his brother five dollars apiece for all that he would
write. Before long he had five writers busy turning out biographies for
the lithograph presses. Bok, of course, cast himself in the role of editor,
which was to indicate the direction his future life would take.

33. This is just one example of how a mind alerted by definiteness of
purpose recognizes opportunities and inspires the courage necessary to
seize upon such opportunities when they are presented. Mr. Bok’s life
was filled to the brim with such incidents. One more will suffice to illus-
trate the point.

34. One night young Bok was at the theater. It was the custom then for
men to leave the ladies and go out for a smoke or a drink between acts.
The ladies had little to do except read the program. Bok turned his at-
tention to the program and noticed it was large and cumbersome, poorly
printed and generally very unattractive. He conceived the idea of making
a smaller program, one which could be more conveniently held in the
hand, and including in it some interesting reading matter. Next day he pre-
pared a dummy of his idea and discussed it with the theater manager.
Also, he pointed out that where previously the programs had cost the
theater money, he would supply such programs free of cost, for the ex-
clusive rights. Bok then formed a partnership with a friend who had more
extensive experience in publishing and advertising than himself. Realizing
that their idea might be copied, Bok proceeded to get exclusive rights from
all the theaters. The business flourished and this publishing alliance eventu-
ally went into the regular magazine field and created what was later known
as the American Magazine.

35. You will notice that young Bok indeed exhibited definiteness of
purpose and profited by the alertness of his mind which resulted. He later
pioneered what we know as the syndicated column in our daily news-
papers. He conceived the innovation of the “Woman’s Page,” and eventual-
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ly, of course, became perhaps one of the greatest molders of feminine
opinion in the world.

If you can see an opportunity as quickly as you can see the faults
of others, you will soon be rich.

FIFTH ADVANTAGE

36. Develops the capacity to reach decisions. Definiteness of purpose
tends to develop the capacity to reach decisions quickly and firmly. Suc-
cessful people make decisions quickly (as soon as all the facts are avail-
able) and change them very slowly (if ever). Unsuccessful people make
decisions very slowly, and change them often and quickly. Read that last
statement again. Ponder over it. Copy it down on a separate piece of
paper and pin it up in some conspicuous spot where you will see it often.
It is a very valuable key, so valuable, in fact, that if you received no
other idea from this lesson, you would have received full value for your
tuition. Remember the fact stated at the beginning — only two people
out of a hundred are ever able to make up their minds what it is they want
in life. The reason is, they cannot make a decision.

37. We could take you into the office of a man who is quite well known
because of his active membership in a popular lodge, and show you his
desk. In one corner there is an accumulation of magazines published to
his trade, dating back for months. They contain articles he’s going to read
“some day.” In the center of his desk is an array of odds and ends, includ-
ing samples of materials used in the conduct of his business, which he re-
quested salesmen to submit and the purchase of which he is going to make
“some day.” On the right-hand corner there is a pile approximately a foot
high of letters, file folders, ragged newspaper clippings, and other pieces
of scratch paper with notes on them, which is what is left of a proposed
advertising campaign that has been hanging fire for a long time and is no
nearer actual adoption and carrying out than it was when presented to him.

38. This man is supposed to be an executive of a municipal utility, and
he earns a modest sum because his desk is indicative of his mind in gen-
eral. He has never been able to make a decision. He manages by crisis.
That is, when things have drifted along to a point where something simply
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must be done, he makes some temporary arrangement to bridge the gap
and then crawls back into the comfortable rut of procrastination. From a
lengthy study of this man’s mind one would feel sure that he is mentally
capable of earning several times his present salary; but he will not disci-
pline his mind to make decisions when the facts are available. This point
has been stressed, because it is a little thing that makes a big difference
between the ninety-eight who drift through life without purpose and the
two who become the leaders and the doers and who set the pace of the
progress of our world.

39. You may wonder how to start overcoming this terrible habit of avoid-
ing decisions. The way to develop decisiveness is to start right where you
are with the very next question you face. Make a decision. Make any
decision. Any decision is better than none. Start making up your mind.
If you make some mistakes at first, take courage — your batting average
will improve. Knowing what you want will help in making decisions, of
course, because you can always judge whether or not it will contribute to
the overall picture you hold of your life plan.

SIXTH ADVANTAGE

40. Inspires the cooperation of others. Not only does definiteness of
purpose develop confidence in your own integrity and character, it attracts
the favorable attention of other people and inspires their cooperation.

41. A Californian told a story which is very worthwhile repeating. It is
about a young married man who lived there with his family. Roy had
been a precision craftsman for years and during the war was employed
as a tool maker in a large war plant. When V-E Day came around, Roy
decided to obey an urge he had long suppressed — he decided to try selling.

42. Any of you who are familiar with the selling ficld know full well the
difficulties salesmen had after the war due to material shortages. About
all any salesman could do was show the customer a picture in the catalogue
and express a hope. Roy started as a salesman by bumping his head against
stone walls on almost every hand. This, at times, became discouraging.

43. One day, during one of these periods of discouragement, Roy dropped
by the office of a friend and poured out his troubles. He said he was almost
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on the verge of deciding that he had made a mistake — that maybe he
should not try to be anything but a bench worker. He was seriously think-
ing of quitting this job he had dreamed about.

44. At this point his friend interrupted the conversation to say: “Now
look here, Roy, if you are really a salesman, you should develop that trait.
Let me tell you about a book which contains some very potent ideas that
can help you make a wise decision. The name of the book is Think And
Grow Rich, written by Napoleon Hill, and I strongly urge you to read it.
I am going on a vacation for the next two weeks. When I get back, let
me know what you decide.”

45. The very day on which his friend returned home, the telephone rang
and Roy was on the wire anxious to come over for a chat. A few minutes
later, a brand new shiny car rolled into his driveway. Roy got out waving
his arms and shouting, “What a book!”

46. Hardly waiting to say hello, Roy excitedly said, “That book you recom-
mended sure has dynamite in it! See that new car? I got it while you were
away as a result of reading that book. Here is what happened:

47. “As I walked into the showroom, I saw a car just like the one I
wanted and I made up my mind I would have it; in fact, I could already
feel myself driving it down the street. Another thing: I had heard about
the rackets rampant among automobile dealers — that in order to get a
new car you had to hand them a sizeable gift under the table, take a
terrific loss on your old car, and buy many extras. I had conditioned my
mind according to the instructions in the book, and I refused to accept
these limitations. I made up my mind that I was going to get a clean,
legitimate deal, or none at all. To make a long story short, within a week
I got delivery of the car I wanted. It was no surprise to me, for I had every
confidence that I would do just that. But apparently it did surprise every-
one else — including the dealer himself. As I was about to drive away
he asked me, ‘Mister — do you know why it is that you are getting this
preferential delivery on your car? I looked quizzically back at him,
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wondering what his point was. Then he said, ‘I want you to know the
reason. It is because when you walked into .my office for the very first
time, I sensed or felt something different about you that I have never
experienced before with any of my customers. Something in the way you
walked and in your attitude made me feel that you really needed the car,
and that you were determined to get it. Your self-confidence so inspired
me that I decided I would do all I possibly could to see that your desire
was fulfilled. That’s why youre driving away a car today.””

48. Whats the pay-off on this storv? That young man walked with definite-
ness of purpose and he had conditioned his mind so thoroughly that the
automobile dealer subconsciously picked it up and acted in accordance
with a positive suggestion.

49. This is a simple story, but it reveals a precious secret. You may draw
your own conclusions as to what the secret is. The most profound truths
are wrapped up in simple incidents which escape the notice of most
people. This is not the end of this story: Roy has completely changed his
habits of thinking. He left the first sales job which was proving so dis-
appointing, and within a week after getting the new car, he was offered
five different selling positions, each one of which held greater oppor-
tunities. As Roy expressed it, “I carry this book around with me and when-
ever I feel that I am slipping, I pull over to the side of the road and read
a chapter, and it puts me back on the right track.” ‘

50. Definiteness of purpose does indeed inspire the cooperation of others.
The man who knows where he is going and is determined to get there
will always find willing helpers along the way.

SEVENTH ADVANTAGE

51. Prepares the mind for faith. Greatest of all the benefits of definite-
ness of purpose is that it opens the way for the full exercise of that state
of mind known as faith. It makes the mind positive and frees it from the
limitations of fear, doubt, discouragement, indecision and procrastination.
Doubt usually results in alibis, excuses, apologies for failure.

52. Nearly everyone agrees that discouragement is the keenest tool in
the devil’s tool kit. We have emphasized the dire results of permitting
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indecision to leave you forever on the fence, letting others do your thinking.
Procrastination is another deadly form of this same weakness. It is the
common weakness of mankind and is overcome only by persistence and
strict self-discipline. More information on this subject will be given in a
future lesson dealing with self-control and habit.

EIGHTH ADVANTAGE

53. Provides a success consciousness. Definiteness of purpose provides
you with success consciousness and protects you against the influence of
failure consciousness. Through the application of a principle to be dis-
cussed under the third big idea, the mind becomes sold on succeeding
and refuses to accept the possibility of failing.

54. Here’s a true story illustrating how success consciousness launched
a young man into a growing industry in a novel and dramatic way, and
caused him to lead his entire field with new ideas. This young man lived
in Salt Lake City several decades ago. He was an industrious fellow who
worked hard and saved his money. All his friends admired his thrift. Then
he did something which caused many of his acquaintances to shake their
heads and question his good sense. He took all of his hard earned money,
amounting to over $4,000, out of the bank one day, went to New York
City to the automobile show, and spent every cent of it for a new car.
As if this were not a sufficient display of apparent foolishness, when he
got the new automobile home he put it in his garage, jacked up all four
wheels and proceeded to take the car apart, piece by piece, until he had
the whole shop littered with parts. After carefully examining each part,
he put the car together again. Folks who saw only his outward action felt
that he was just plain wacky. He gave them still further reason to tap
their heads and point at him in derision, for he repeated the process of
taking the machine apart and reassembling it not once, but many times.

55. In a few years, those who had scoffed became convinced of his good
sense. For that young man was Walter P. Chrysler and when he began
making automobiles, his product led the entire industry in worthwhile
improvements and innovations which increased the joy of motoring. Little
had the casual observers known what had been going on in the young
man’s mind. They had lacked the insight and understanding necessary
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to see a method in his madness. They had never heard of a man’s definite-
ness of purpose conditioning his mind and deliberately making him success
conscious, before he ventured into business.

56. Mr. Chrysler had studied his new car in his Salt Lake City garage,
and had saturated his mind with the good and bad features of it. He was
thus prepared to do an outstanding job of designing and building a car
bearing his own name. Walter P. Chrysler proved the value of definiteness
of purpose. His rise to fame and fortune was not left to chance. He knew
where he was going and he prepared himself adequately and carefully
for the journey.

THE SECOND BIG IDEA

57. All individual achievements are the result of a motive or a combina-
tion of motives. The ten basic motives which inspire all voluntary action
are discussed here.

The desire for self-preservation

The emotion of love

The emotion of fear

The emotion of sex

The desire for life after death

The desire for freedom of body and mind
The desire for revenge

The emotion of hate

The desire for self-expression and recognition
10. The desire for material gain

© oD 0N

58. These ten motives constitute the alphabet of success in dealing with
other people, for all sane people are engaged in voluntary action because
of a motive. Unless you are familiar with the ABC’s of success, you will
not learn to live very well. You must have them. Not only are they important
to an understanding of other people and what makes them tick, but you,
yourself, as a fellow human being, respond to these same motives. And you
will find that unless specific goals of your life, no matter how small, are
supported with a proper number of these motives, you are not going to
be interested in carrying out those plans to a successful conclusion. A
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burning desire behind your specific goal is essential, and you are not
going to have a burning desire unless you have a motive that literally
sets you on fire. We will discuss more fully a burning desire in connection
with the third big idea. The more of these basic motives that you have
urging you on, the more likely you are to get in touch with the subconscious
mind and draw on the power of Infinite Intelligence.

FIRST MOTIVE

59. Desire for self-preservation. Everyone is motivated in this direction.
We will not discuss it too fully since it is already quite generally under-
stood. We might say, however, that primitively this motive was useful in
defending one’s person against aggressive physical foes. Now it is largely
related to the desire for material wealth just discussed, and the struggle
for preservation from want and fear. It is manifest in our society as the
desire for economic security.

SECOND MOTIVE

60. Love. The greatest of all motives is love. Love is a psychic force re-
lated to the spiritual side of man. When we speak of love, we have reference
not merely to physical attraction. We mean love in its bigger, broader
sense. Love is the greatest and most powerful motive known. Volumes have
been written about love, and here we can only point out some of the
salient aspects of it. There are many kinds of love. Love of self is the
lowest order, for it implies selfishness. Love of truth or principle is the
highest, for it is based on righteousness. Somewhere in between comes love
of neighbor, which, if understood correctly, brings participants into har-
mony with the basic rhythm of life. There are varieties of neighborly love:
that of parents for their children, and children for parents; that of friend-
ships, regardless of age, sex, or social relationships; then there is also the
love of sweethearts.

61. Generally speaking, there can be three different attitudes in the
expression of one’s love:

1. A labor of love: This is work which you enjoy doing, and which
brings forth your best creative effort. A love of this type is based
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on intelligent self-interest, something vastly different from self-love
or selfishness. To have a labor of love is to have one of the great
riches of life.

2. A love of truth or principle: This is love of an ideal, which finds
expression in one’s thirst for spiritual enlightenment and the con-
tinual search for further knowledge of things as they are. It leads
to understanding and a realization of “worthyship,” which is the
real meaning of the word worship. A person motivated by this kind
of love has true humility in his heart.

8. Love of a beautiful woman or a handsome man: They are: Your girl
friend, your sweetheart, or your wife or husband. In this type of
love there are these three basic ingredients: physical attraction,
affectionate response, and intellectual and spiritual companionship.
Rich and blessed indeed is the man or the woman who can truly
say that his or her relationship to someone of the opposite sex actually
fulfills these requirements. If this were a more frequent occurrence
and somehow became general, divorce courts would find it more
difficult to function. And, in addition to that, how many people
would become outstanding successes in life! It is only natural for
a person to put forth extraordinary effort and his finest talent to
please the object of his affection.

62. See this truth demonstrated by the boy from the days of grade school,
when he starts turning handsprings on the sidewalk to attract the attention
and earn the admiration of some little girl he walks home with. In adole-
scence he begins lifting weights, to develop a manly chest and bulging
biceps that look good in the sunshine at the beach. He attempts still further
development as he strives for skill at football, basketball, or track, to win
the approving smile of the cheerleader or that cute little blonde. The full-
grown man works overtime to buy a bigger and faster car than his com-
petitors, so Suzie will prefer him to the others. Girls manifest the same
instinctive desire to please and attract boys by excelling in the activities
suited to their natures.

63. Let us say that blind devotion to anyone or anything, regardless of
the principles or the consequences it involves, cannot be considered real
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love. Contrary to popular opinion, love is not blind. Love really springs
from understanding rather than mystery. It springs from light, not dark-
ness. You grow to love the things you know and understand. The more
you learn of life and the interrelation of every form of it, the more pro-
found will be your appreciation, respect and reverence for the Infinite
Intelligence behind it. No thinking person can doubt that he is moving
toward a definite purpose.

64. There are many things in connection with which we should express
our love every day. We should express the highest form of love in our
daily prayers, and make them prayers, not so much for the things we want,
but prayers of gratitude for what we already have. As you learn to pray
this way —to make your prayer of thanks for the blessings you have already
received, you will find that you attract more of those things to you. And,
in praying this way, you will find that you will get results almost in-
stantaneously.

THIRD MOTIVE

65. The emotion of fear. There are seven basic fears, some combination
of which every human suffers at one time or another. They can rob you
of your personal initiative and help keep you in poverty all your life. All
of the basic fears must be conquered if you are going to eliminate their
negative influence.

66. Remember this truth! Every human being has the capacity to take
complete control of his own mind. The Creator has given man the right
of absolute control over one thing, and that is thought. This fact, plus the
further fact that everything which man does begins in the form of a thought
impulse, gives us the clue as to how fear may be overcome. All thought
tends to continue to its physical expression by the most convenient means
available; therefore you can see that it is imperative that a person who
wishes to conquer his fears must find a way to select and control the type
of mental food upon which he allows his fears to feed.

67. Fears are nothing more than states of mind. One’s state of mind is
subject to control and direction. The purpose of all of these principles is
primarily to enable you to take possession of the powers of your mind
and keep them turned in a positive manner upon the object of your desire.
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Definiteness of purpose is the first step towards attaining this mind con-
trol, and hence it is the first step in overcoming fear.

In a later lesson on applied faith, we will discuss the seven basic
fears in more detail.

Fear of poverty. You are living in the richest country in the world.
A country which offers you the greatest opportunities in the world.
Everything you could possibly need is available to you at the right
time, under the right circumstances.

Fear of ill health. The body with which nature has provided us will
automatically maintain itself in perfect working order if we keep our
minds free from negative thoughts.

Fear of criticism. There are actually no critics except those which
we create in our imaginations. No one can really criticize you except
with your own cooperation.

Fear of the loss of love of friends and relatives. We know well enough
it is our own conduct which determines the degree of love others
manifest toward us.

Fear of old age. We should accept maturing as a means of obtaining
greater wisdom and understanding.

Fear of the loss of liberty. We know that liberty is a result of harmony
in our human relationships.

Fear of death. We know that death is nothing but a transition or a
change of scene, and is inevitable and beyond our control.

FOURTH MOTIVE

68. The emotion of sex is a fourth motive. Sex is the physical comple-
ment of love. Nature carefully applies the principle of definiteness of
purpose. No more ingenious plan could be conceived than the one by
which nature absolutely guarantees the perpetuation of the various forms
of life. Every living thing, whether animal or vegetable, exhibits an affinity
for others of a similar order that may not be denied. By a wonder of
wonders two tiny specks of protoplasm come together, passing on to each
individual in each genus and species a portion of the nature of all of its
ancestors, through this principle of mutual attraction we call sex.
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69. The desire for physical expression of the mating instinct is the most
powerful of human emotions. And to satisfy this urge, men develop imagi-
nation, fortitude, and creative ability which may be totally lacking in them
at other times. The desire for this expression is innate and natural. The
fact that sordid minds have made unsavory associations with the word sex
has shrouded sex with mystery and ignorance, and caused many people
with an abundance of this native energy to develop negative complexes
regarding it.

70. The emotion of sex cannot be entirely suppressed, but it can be sub-
limated and diverted in such a way that it becomes a truly irresistible
power for action behind one’s goal in life. It may be likened to a river,
which may be dammed, causing the force of the flowing water to be
directed into the penstocks of a giant dynamo which will light a city.
If it does not find a useful outlet, it will eventually break through the
restraining wall and cause destruction.

71. It seems necessary to point out that while sex alone is a powerful
urge to action, its power may be disorganized, wild, erratic, and even
destructive. The emotion of love is a great balance wheel and a tempering
medium.

72. When the emotion of love, which is psychic, is blended with the
emotion of sex, which is physical, an influence or power is generated which
steps up or increases the vibratory rate of every cell in the body. These
emotions are the handiwork of nature, instruments through which the
Creator provided for perpetuation of the human race.

73. Andrew Carnegie made the following statement, which seems a fit-
ting summary to this topic: “There has never yet been born a great leader
in any form of human endeavor who did not attain his leadership through
the mastering and direction of the power generated by the great emotions
of love and sex!”

FIFTH MOTIVE

74. The desire for life after death. This is a very strong motive and
it is the one upon which nearly all religious activity is based. Surveys have
been made of the peoples of the world and they show that every culture,
from the lowest degree of social development to the highest, worship
something. They all have some form of religion. And, oddly enough, the
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central theme of all such religions is immortality, or everlasting life. Some
students of this subject have suggested that perhaps the greatest evidence
favoring a belief in the continuation of consciousness after earth life, lies
in the persistence with which this idea recurs in all cultures. A desire for
perpetual life is closely allied with the desire for self-preservation and
it is instinctive in the nature of man.

SIXTH MOTIVE

75. The desire for freedom of body and mind. The basic wish in every-
one’s heart is the desire to be free and unfettered. Ask the average man
you meet and he will tell you that someday he’s “going to be his own boss
and nobody is going to tell him what to do.” This elementary expression
of a basic urge does not go beyond a mere idle wish in most cases, and
sometimes it is just plain laziness that prompts it, rather than a definite
desire to be free. In fact, working for oneself does not necessarily mean
freedom. There are men who own their own businesses who work early
and late to make ends meet while their employees work their eight hours
and go home. But these are unusual situations. It is true that owning your
own business is one way to be self-determining. This great country of
ours affords more opportunities for personal freedom than anywhere else
in the world. It is up to the individual to take advantage of the opportunity
by having a definite idea of what he wants which will make him free,
and a definite plan by which he can obtain his purpose. Freedom of body
and mind requires very careful planning to achieve and “few there be
that find it.” Many persons, even with money, bind themselves to too many
things and fail to be really free.

As long as you are willing to let life push you around, it will.

SEVENTH AND EIGHTH MOTIVES

76. The desire for revenge and the emotion of hate. Although the feel-
ing of getting even with someone is basically human, it is utterly wasteful.
It builds or improves nothing — and no one. Holding a grudge can result
in only one thing — a negative mental attitude, which is exactly opposite
to the constructive or positive mental attitude which is required for success.
Getting angry and holding hatred in our hearts is a waste of mental energy,
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a dissipation of our psychic force and an unproductive use of our precious
time. You would be astounded, however, to know how much energy some
people put into the desire for revenge — and the desire to strike back. “I'll
take it out of his pockets or hang his hide on the barn door.” How often
have you heard that or its equivalent?

77. Revenge is a motive for action and a very strong one. It might be
compared to racing the motor of your automobile while it is not in gear.
The power developed is wasted: the fuel has been consumed, the energy
expended, the machine worn, and still the car has not arrived anywhere.
Such is the waste of energy and personal power when we harbor revenge
in our minds and hearts. Also, you may be sure that it will kick back on
anyone who permits this desire to remain with him. Newton states in one
of his laws: To every action there is an equal amount of reaction. This
law, which pertains to the physical properties of matter, is also applicable
to the eighth motive, the desire for revenge, with a slight alteration: There
will be an equal and opposite force resulting from the expression of re-
venge. The only people you should get even with are those who have
helped you.

NINTH MOTIVE

78. Desire for self-expression and recognition. We should be working
harder for the opportunity to express ourselves and to gain public recogni-
tion than for any amount of money. There are a great many people who
are doing just that and they become successful. Many thinking men believe
that the ultimate purpose of all life is seeking new and better ways to
express one’s self. In the process by which life evolves new models it
proceeds from a simple type of idea to a more complex one, for the reason
that it wishes to enjoy a greater variety of impression and expression. The
ego, the self-existent, living entity of man, follows this principle and has
this desire for expression. A rich source of satisfaction of this desire may
be found in daily contacts with people, if contacts are made with a posi-
tive mental attitude.

79. Things you give to others, through expression, are the only things
you are able to retain, remember, or keep for yourself. Any gems of
thought or wisdom which you are anxious to remember, you must re-
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peatedly give to others, or they will elude your grasp at the critical moment.
Here is a simple way to test the truth of what has been said. Listen to a
good story someone tells vou, one worth remembering, one you would like
to tell others. Do you know that if you do not tell it to someone right away
you will forget it yourself? And do you know that if you do tell it, not
only to one person, but to many persons, you will never forget it?

80. You have heard of the saying, It’s better to give than to receive. Here
is one place where this is literally and particularly true, because in order
to retain the understanding of this or any other subject you are studying,
you must give it away to someone else. That is, share it, explain it, pass
it along to another person. If you try to hoard it to yourself, you will forget
some of the subtle points which may be important at a certain place in
your career. Share these principles with others, not the details of your
purpose or plan. These details you are cautioned to share only with the
greatest discretion and to keep strictly to yourself at certain times.

81. Giving is a form of expression and giving is living. Let us read a
story which perfectly illustrates this point. The story has been adapted
from a book by Bruce Barton.

82. There are two seas in Palestine. One, the Sea of Galilee, is fresh and
fish live in it. Trees spread their branches over it and stretch out their
thirsty roots to sip of its nourishing water. Christ loved this spot. He
looked out across its silver surface when He spoke. And on a rolling plain
not far away, He fed 5,000 on loaves and fish from this very sea. The river
Jordan fills this sea with sparkling water from the hills and then flows on
south into another sea. Here is no splash of fish, no fluttering leaf, no song
of bird, no children’s laughter. Travelers choose another route unless they
are on urgent business. The air hangs heavy above its waters, and neither
man nor beast nor fowl will drink of them.

83. What makes this mighty difference in these neighboring scas? Not
the river Jordan. It empties the same good water into both. Not the soil
on which they lie; nor the country about. No, none of these; but there is
a difference. The Sea of Galilee receives, but does not kecp the Jordan.
For every drop that flows into it, another drop flows out. The giving and
receiving are in equal measure. The other sea is selfish, hoarding its income
jealously. Every drop it gets, it keeps. The Sea of Galilee gives and lives.
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The Dead Sea gives nothing. It is indeed dead. There are two kinds of
people in this world — just as there are two seas in Palestine.

84. In this business of becoming successful, you will find you will need
both hands. One hand will be stretched upward, to receive the blessing
of Infinite Intelligence, with the other extended down and outward, shar-
ing and giving to others who are helping you in the climb. No one ever
achieved outstanding success without the cooperation of others; and you
realize, of course, that you must give something in return for this co-
operation.

You can promote yourself to almost any position you desire
by the simple process of getting yourself ready to fill the jab.

TENTH MOTIVE

85. The desire for material gain. Desire for material gain is fundamental
in human nature. If you combine these first three: the emotion of love,
the emotion of sex, and the desire for material wealth or gain, you will
have the three emotions which make the world go around. You may be
sure that if you are motivated by this emotion, you will be much more
anxious to get the job than you are to get through with it and away from
it, and you will not feel that your work is a burden. You will feel it is a
privilege, because by your work you will be obtaining the means of satis-
fying your desires. You know, work is a liaison office between our desires
and their fulfillments.

86. Criticism has been leveled by some people because they feel there
is too much consideration for the material things in life. If we seem to
overemphasize the importance of money and material riches, it is because
so many people let fear of poverty ruin their chances to enjoy the other
riches in life. The real good there is in money consists of the use to which
it is put and not the mere possession of it. True happiness consists not in
the possession of things, but in the privilege of self-expression through
the use of material things. They are but a means to an end — physical in-
struments of impression and expression. You must have money in order
to enjoy freedom of body and mind, which is a choice blessing. A person
cannot be really free if he must be chained to a routine job most of his
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waking hours and receive in return for that a mere subsistence. If a person
has to pay that much for existence he is paying too high a price! These
lessons will give you the formula for breaking with past habits of accept-
ing the crumbs from life’s table, and teach you a proven way in which
you can rid yourself of self-imposed limitations and enjoy your fill of
life’s riches.

87. But let anyone who imagines that he does not want money try to get
along without it. He will soon find out that one of the worst crimes a man
can be guilty of is to be poverty-stricken and broke. Let us be realistic
enough to face the facts of life, and demand from life the best that it
can give.

88. This principle is one of human freedom and abundance. It is an
antidote for poverty and want. Money is the most common form of wealth,
and hence financial security is the most sought-after goal. Our entire
national economy is based on the profit motive and let us hope that nothing
ever happens to remove or stifle that incentive of reward for personal
initiative. It is the basis of the American way of life.

89. Isit any wonder then, that the desire for wealth or gain is a powerful
motive for action? Uncontrolled, this desire leads to greed. When it is
controlled and guided by a worthwhile definite goal, it is a source of con-
structive action which may bless and enrich the lives of men and women.

90. Our suggested creed concerning material riches may be summarized
in a few short statements:

I give thanks daily, not for mere riches, but for wisdom with which
to recognize, embrace, and properly use the great abundance of riches 1
now have at my command. I have no enemies because I injure no man
for any cause, but I try to benefit all with whom I come in contact, by
teaching them the way to enduring riches. I have more material wealth
than I need because I am free from greed and covet only the material
things I can use while I live.

91. Incorporate this creed into your specific goal in regard to the satis-
faction of your own individual desire for wealth.

92. Definiteness of purpose will enable you to condition your mind so

25

NOTES




NOTES

that you can get anyone to do anything you want him to do, providing
your request is not injurious or harmful to him. Nature not only com-
pensates you for the things she takes away from you, as in the case of
exchange of wisdom for youth; but she penalizes you for that which you
take away from others without compensating them for it. There are a lot
of people who ought to remember that. Consider how many people deal
with others — they are always trying to get in through the back door and
come out with something to which they are not entitled, always trying to
get something without giving proper return for it. Isn’t that the condition
of the majority of the people in the world today? It should not be that
way because there is a better way of teaching you how to get the things
you want, and in such a manner so that everybody will be glad to let
you have them.

THE THIRD BIG IDEA
93. Any dominating idea, plan or purpose held in the conscious mind
through repetition of thought and emotionalized by a burning desire for
its realization is taken over by the subconscious and acted upon through
whatever natural and logical means may be available.

In this section of the lesson, we shall present a discussion of how
ideas are transferred to the subconscious mind from the conscious mind,
in order to present them to Infinite Intelligence. We are now getting near
the crux of the whole lesson, where we are going to describe as clearly
as possible just how the mind operates and how you can have what you
will from life by taking possession of your own mind.

94. It is significant that the only thing over which you have complete right
of control at all times is your own mental attitude. Right of control means
that you can control it. It does not mean that you do control it. The pur-
pose of this lesson and others in this series is to teach you how to exercise
this right as a matter of habit.

95. You are somewhat familiar with the concept of the two divisions of
the mind — the conscious and the subconscious. Here is a brief explanation:
96. The conscious mind is where reasoning or thinking occurs. It is where
deliberation and weighing of facts take place. It is capable of analyzing
information and data which come before it, and one of its functions is to
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act as the guardian of the passageway to the subconscious. The conscious
mind is the part of the mind with which you will select your goal in life,
after considering the many factors involved. The conscious mind develops
as a result of experience. That of newborn infants may be likened to a
new recording disc on which are to be recorded the lessons learned through
the perceptive avenues of the five senses: seeing, hearing, feeling, smell-
ing, and tasting. You may also compare it to unexposed motion picture
film, which is ready to receive the images of perception as they come in
through the five senses.

97. The subconscious mind is the natural uncultivated part of the mind,
which comes as standard equipment at birth. It does not think, reason or
deliberate. It acts instinctively in response to the basic emotions of human-
kind, discussed earlier in this lesson. These basic urges to action, or drives,
are common to all human beings. They are similar in all persons; that is
why we can understand and make use of them. The differences in persons
around us are caused by the different ways in which they have trained
their conscious minds; subconsciously there is very little individual dif-
ference.

98. To illustrate the power potential of the subconscious mind, we will
mention some with which you are familiar. The subconscious mind may
be likened to an automobile, while the conscious mind may be considered
the driver. The power is in the automobile — not the driver. The driver
learns to release and control the power in the motor. In the same way, a
person may learn how to tap the power of the subconscious mind and
direct it into channels of his own choosing. The conscious mind is the
architect; the subconscious mind is the vast storehouse from which may
be requisitioned the mental materials for the project which is under con-
struction. The conscious mind makes the plan and decides what shall be
done. The subconscious mind develops the power to do it.

99. None of us really knows very much about the subconscious mind.
We do, however, know how it works. We know that we have some charac-
teristic in our mind which acts very much the same way as the sensitized
film in a camera. It is capable of receiving any image that is transferred
to it by the conscious mind under the influence of a strong emotion.
The conscious mind acts as the lens in the mental camera. It collects. the
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light rays reflected by the object of your desire and brings them to a focal
point. Getting good pictures with this camera is like getting them with
any other — the focus must be sharp, there must be good exposure, and
the timing must be right.

100. Correct focus means getting a clear definition of the object — that
definiteness of purpose. The arrangement or composition of the picture
must be made with care and precision. The reproduction cannot contain
anything that is not sharp and clear in the original. That is why it is abso-
lutely necessary that you know precisely what you want. Like ordering
from a mail order catalog, you must know the size, the shape, color, tex-
ture, value and quantity of whatever it is you want, or the equivalent of
these qualities if it is something intangible.

101. When you have a vivid image in your conscious mind, and when
you relate all the elements in your dream picture to some one or more
of the ten basic motives, this motivation will enable you to create a burn-
ing desire. While under this emotion you will be able to transfer the image
to your subconscious mind, the film, in all of its original detail and bril-
liance. The timing is in relation to the intensity of your desire when the
exposure is made, and the particular type of camera used. Several shots
are usually needed before the picture can be fully-developed.

102. Let us emphasize the fact that your burning desire must not be a
mere wish or hope. It must be a burning desire, so definite and associated
with such powerful motives that it becomes an obsession. You feel that
you simply must have it and that you are willing to pay the price marked
on its tag whatever the price tag says. Whether it be little or much, you
must condition your mind to pay it. And since repetition is the mother of
memory, in order to make sure that you do not transfer a faulty picture
to your subconscious mind you must go over and over your plans and
purposes, feeling the way you will feel when your purpose is an accom-
plished fact.

103. Do not be afraid of working yourself up to a highly emotional state
while you are impressing your subconscious mind with whatever you de-
sire. When your purpose is a worthy one, you must not fear the practice
of this type of auto-suggestion. The intensity with which you impress your
subconscious mind with a precise picture of your plan and purpose directly
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affects the speed with which it will go to work in attracting the physical
counterpart by inspiring you to take steps in the right direction — toward
fulfillment.

FOURTH BIG IDEA

104. Any dominating desire, plan or purpose which is backed by faith
is taken over by the subconscious mind and acted upon immediately.

At first this sounds like a repetition of the third big idea, but when
you have studied the lesson on Applied Faith you will clearly see the
significant difference. The mind, stimulated by dominating desire, draws
power directly from the subconscious, and, when reinforced by the power
of faith, is able to create a conviction of such force that it completely
rejects the idea of a possibility of failure. This constitutes genius. And
genius is that which may be developed by any person in possession of his
or her normal mental faculties.

105. A good many people have the mistaken idea that there are certain
types of people in this world who can be called geniuses. The ingredients
which make up genius have been discovered in the last forty years and
it is now known that those persons often alluded to as possessing a rare
genius actually do not have any powers which you do not possess. They
are invariably persons who are consciously and subconsciously follow-
ing certain basic principles which are responsible for their apparently
abnormal power. The following are the basic ingredients of genius, as
determined from an extensive analysis of the lives of outstanding men
of this nation.

106. The first ingredient is the subject of this entire lesson — definite-
ness of purpose. A genius knows what he wants from life. Today’s geniuses
are busy at the moment, moving directly, with little waste motion, toward
accomplishing their objectives.

107. The second factor is applied faith. Not just a general faith, but
applied faith, faith which is concentrated upon the attainment of the

definite purpose. Definiteness of purpose is the foundation upon which
all faith is based.

108. The third factor is something that is contagious; it is called en-
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thusiasm, and you should catch some of this. Enthusiasm is the expression
of a certain dynamic vitality in the way you walk, talk, and act. It is the
result of your motivation and your physical magnetism and energy. It is
the light in your eye, the vibrant timber of your voice, the vigor of your
handshake. It is the element which can really build a fire under your
desire and make it literally a burning desire. It is a quality which must
be controlled and turned on and off at the right time.

109. The fourth ingredient is imagination, the activity of the mind that
makes possible the creation of new ideas. Without imagination nothing
new would ever be created. It, too, must be controlled and directed. It is
usually most productive when activated by a specific aim or issue.

110. The fifth factor is motive. You are familiar with the ten basic
motives previously discussed. No sane person does anything without a
motive; there has to be a reason back of every act.

111. The sixth factor is personal initiative, backed by intense action.
You will never be a genius unless you get into the habit of doing what
should be done without waiting for someone to tell you to do it. Personal
initiative is the self-starter and it must be kept in perfect shape for instant
use. Another way of defining personal initiative might be: The ability to
see things as they are and to do things as they should be done.

112. The seventh factor is the habit of going the extra mile. You will
never be a genius unless you make it a habit to do more and better than
you are paid to do, every single day of your life.

113. The eighth factor is forming a master mind alliance with other
people. The number in the alliance depends on what you want to accom-
plish. For your goal in life you may not require more than a dozen or a
half-dozen — maybe only one; but if you are going to be a genius you
will have to learn to use other people’s brain power.

114. The ninth factor and last is perhaps the most important of all. You
may have guessed it. It is a positive mental attitude. You certainly will
never rank as a genius until you can positivize your mind and keep it that
way at will. Without a positive mental attitude, none of the other ingredi-
ents of genius will be available to you.
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115. These are the factors which go into genius. Many of those factors
you undoubtedly already have. You will now be able to take inventory
of yourself, and learn which are missing. You will find that this course
will tell you how to acquire or develop the missing ones.

116. Before leaving this section it is worth reminding ourselves that
thought, backed by faith, will give precedence to a specific objective over
all others in the matter of the definiteness and speed with which it is
handed over to the subconscious mind and acted upon. Faith plays the
role of an accelerator, which can speed up the reaction between the con-
scious and subconscious minds. It is a known fact that the person who is
capable of freeing his mind from all self-imposed limitations generally
finds a solution to all his problems regardless of their nature. Such a person
does not know what is impossible and what is not, so he goes ahead and
does what needs to be done.

FIFTH BIG IDEA

117. The power of thought is the only thing over which any human being
has complete, unquestionable control.

Man is the only creature on earth with the power of self-determina-
tion, the right to choose what his thoughts and actions will be. Animals
of a lower order are governed by six inherent habits and instincts and do
not possess the power to understand situations, except in the simplest acts
of existence such as detecting the presence of food by its smell, or finding
a way out of a maze by bumping their heads against a wall until an
opening is found. The distinguishing characteristic of the human species
is its ability to think. Man possesses one thing over which he has the
inherent, absolute right of control, and that is his mental attitude. The
very idea of man’s having absolute control over his thoughts is tremendous.
It shows unmistakably a close relationship between the mind of man
and Infinite Intelligence. The implications of this simple statement of fact
are awe-inspiring. Management of the mind is the key to both the power
of our own subconscious mind, and the power of Infinite Intelligence. In the
final analysis it means that any plan or purpose which man can conceive in
his conscious mind, he can fulfill, either to his benefit, edification, improve-
ment and joy, or to his misery, degradation and ultimate destruction.

31

NOTES




NOTES

118. Remember that the subconscious mind does not change your plan.
It responds instinctively to whatever suggestion is given to it in an emotion-
alized state. It will not challenge or alter or modify your plans and pur-
poses, be they good or evil. Hence a word of caution in the selection of
your definite goal in life: choose and plan only for such a goal as will be
constructive and express an ultimate good. Never aspire to cheat your
neighbor or to go contrary to any of the other fundamentals of sound
ethics or the laws of nature.

119. The conscious mind is the guardian of the garden spot of the sub-
conscious mind. Neither negative nor positive thoughts can enter the
subconscious mind without full consent of the conscious mind except
thoughts out of the blue, received through the sixth sense. All sense im-
pressions received through the five senses are stopped at the gate by the
conscious, thinking mind, for inspection and acceptance or rejection. The
conscious mind is therefore a sentry posted to guard the approach to the
precious subconscious.

120. Weeds will grow in abundance in the fertile garden spot of the
subconscious if the seeds of preferred crops are not sown. Through self-
suggestion, you can voluntarily feed your subconscious mind on thoughts
of a creative nature or, by neglect, permit thoughts of a destructive nature
to find their way into this rich garden.

121. Definiteness of purpose will keep your mind clear of the things you
don’t want and keep it so busy working on the things you do want that
it will have no time to grow the weeds that are undesirable. Judging from
the products many people are harvesting, their minds must resemble
neglected victory gardens.

122. Here are a few of the highlights of the story of Vash Young. He
started out in life in humble circumstances. He tried this occupation and
that, finally getting into the business of selling life insurance. But he didn’t
do so well at it. When things got so bad that he was thinking of com-
mitting suicide, he had an idea. It dawned on him one day when he was
in a self-examining mood that his mind was like a factory, and he took a
look at the product coming out of this factory. He found he was produc-
ing fear, impatience, anger, and doubt. No wonder people would not buy
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from him — would you? Then he carried his thinking a step further. He
came to the realization that he was chairman of the board, director of the
factory, the principle stockholder, the chief engineer, the works manager
and so on down the line — yes, even to being janitor. And it was in this
capacity that he was probably more neglectful than in any of the others;
he had let a lot of rubbish accumulate and find its way into the final
product.

123. Armed with this startling information, he decided to bring out a
new line of merchandise. He retooled his factory, so to speak, and started
turning out such products as love, courage, cheerfulness, activity, compas-
sion, friendliness, generosity, tolerance and justice. Nine magic products,
all positive, all dominant, and what is more important, all products that
other people like and want and for which they will pay! Needless to say,
his new line was a tremendous success.

124. Truly, the man who takes possession of his own mind has at his
command a power that will help achieve any purpose!

This is a fine world for the man who knows precisely
what he wants in life and is busy getting it.

SIXTH BIG IDEA

125. The subconscious mind appears to be the only doorway of individual
approach to Infinite Intelligence, and it is capable of being influenced by
the individual. The avenue of approach is faith, based upon definiteness
of purpose.

There is an accumulation of evidence to support the belief that the
subconscious mind is the doorway to Infinite Intelligence. Apparently it
is the interpreter of the desires of our conscious mind to this vast medium
of infinite power and, conversely, it reflects the responses of Infinite In-
telligence to our conscious minds in the form of conscious flashes, intuition,
revelation, or whatever you choose to call it. To prove this point, let us
mention several famous men of achievement who put their subconscious
minds to work by planting their problems in them during the day and
reaping a harvest while they slept or just after waking in the morning.
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126. Notable among these men is Mr. Robert LeTourneau, known every-
where as the “heaven and earth man” because he is concurrently occupied
in manufacturing heavy-duty earth-moving machinery and in preaching
the Gospel. His hobby is flying around the country preaching religion.
He has a secret of putting his subconscious mind to work so that he may
reap a reward by actually having his problems solved for him while he
sleeps. One evening, cruising along shortly after he boarded his plane,
Mr. LeTourneau stretched out on a sofa which had been installed for that
purpose and dozed off. He had not slept more than perhaps twenty minutes
when he raised up on one arm, took a small notebook and pencil from his
inside coat pocket, and made some notations. Upon completing the note
he returned the notebook and slept on.

127. Twice during the flight, at intervals of approximately twenty or
thirty minutes, he repeated the same performance. He failed to awaken
completely while he was making his notes, and when asked about it denied
any such action. But when he was told to take a look at the notebook he
consciously remembered that here was the answer to the problem he had
been trying to solve for some time. He explained that his company had
encountered a knotty problem in building a special machine and none of
the engineers had been able to solve it, so he had taken over the problem
personally. He had concentrated his conscious mind upon all the known
factors and turned them over to his subconscious. The subconscious mind,
either from its own reserves of information or from Infinite Intelligence,
supplied the missing factors and handed over the answers while he was
still asleep! Mr. LeTourneau admits the fact that he takes God in as his
partner and that his success dates from the forming of this spiritual alliance.
We can have our opinions about this, but we cannot deny his positive
results, and this is how he achieves them!

128. It is no longer a secret that Thomas A. Edison solved many of his
toughest inventive problems just the same way, by taking short cat naps
and allowing his conscious mind to relax its vigil so that the subconscious
could go to work and give him the answers he demanded. Mr. Edison fol-
lowed this routine when he was so engrossed with a problem that he
worked around the clock.

129. The important point is that here are examples of two world-famous
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men who deliberately and with purpose aforethought utilized the sub-
conscious mind as an intermediary between their conscious minds and the
eminent source of all power, Infinite Intelligence. It seems unnecessary
to suggest that perhaps more of us could profit by their example. If these
men can do this, why can’t you? Have you met your other self, that power
within you that is yours, for which you need no person other than yourself?
You have the power within you as an individual to contact Infinite Intelli-
gence for the solution of your own problems. It is a power so great that
you can get anything you want in life by using it.

130. Whatever you want in life, you are capable of obtaining! Some of
the finest people, the most useful ones, have been physically unfortunate
and yet have lived productive, successful lives. Charles P. Steinmetz was
one of these, and the world has never known a greater genius in his field.
Blair Hill was born without ears, but because he was given the right sort
of mental treatment in his childhood, nature compensated for her original
mistake and now he is an unusually effective man in everything he does,
especially in relating himself to other people.

131. If there is something you don't like, some circumstance of life which
you cannot entirely eliminate, you can at least change your mental attitude
so that the person or circumstance does not irritate you. You have com-
plete control over your mental attitude and, regardless of what happens
to you, nothing is so important as the way you react to it through your
mental attitude. When you understand more about this princigle of
definiteness of purpose, and know how to apply it, you will make it throw
out the things you don’t want and make it give you the things you do
want. You will find this a pretty wonderful tool to have around!

SUMMARY

132. To summarize this section concerning the holding of a dominant
idea, plan or purpose in the mind and transferring it to the subconscious
mind under the influence of a powerful emotion, the following is very
important: The outstanding characteristic of the subconscious mind is its
susceptibility to suggestion. When you have arrived at a goal in life (that
is, formulated in your conscious mind what you wish to get, or do, or be
in life), if you interpret or express that plan or purpose in terms of one
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or more of the basic emotions, you can turn the plan over to your sub-
conscious mind as self-suggestion and it will release the power which will
make possible the fulfillment of your plan. A strong, burning desire, held
persistently in the conscious mind, will induce action because of the ability
of the subconscious mind to receive and respond to suggestion. That burn-
ing desire is all-important. It is the condition of your mind that causes
voluntary action in the subconscious mind. It gives your subconscious
mind raw material of a constructive nature with which to work, for your
subconscious mind is operating at all times.

SEVENTH BIG IDEA

133. Every brain is both a broadcasting station and a receiving set for
the vibrations of thought, a fact which explains the importance of moving
with definiteness of purpose instead of drifting.

The brain may be so charged with definiteness of purpose that it
will begin to attract the physical appearance of that purpose.

134. Messages were transmitted and received before either Marconi or
DeForest developed radio. Each of us carries around a radio in his brain.
What a radio transmitter does is change the mechanical audible, or audio,
vibrations of speech and music, into electrical impulses of a much higher
frequency, known as radio frequency, and by putting a great deal of energy
behind them, push them through the ether until they strike the antenna
of a receiving set. In the receiver, this process is reversed. It picks up the
radio-frequency electrical impulses and transforms them into mechanical
vibrations of audio frequency which our ears can hear. This is, of course,
a simplified explanation of how radios work.

135. The human brain does essentially the same thing. Through some
process which no one understands except by the radio analogy, but which
is perfectly natural and for which we inherently have the equipment
within our brains, man has the capacity to speed up the thoughts in his
mind to a high frequency and radiate them into the ether in much the
same way that radio waves are broadcast. And this same brain has the
power to pick up the thoughts from other minds and bring them to the
conscious level.
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136. This power, known as telepathy, is very valuable and useful. For
instance, in the case of the master mind alliance, where the subconscious
minds of the members become blended into a single master mind power,
there is exhibited a power that individual members do not possess singly.
Telepathy is sometimes dangerous, as we go around every day picking up
vibrations from other minds and often acting upon them, imagining that
they originated with ourselves. The chief danger lies in the fact that the
mass of humanity expresses a negative attitude in which the average person
is continually releasing thoughts of poverty, ill health, lack of harmony in
human relations — desires for revenge and hatred. We must develop tech-
niques to protect ourselves from accepting these negative thoughts into
our own consciousness. Definiteness of purpose, knowing what you want,
where youre going and how you're going to get there, and persistently
maintaining a positive mental attitude are the safest and surest ways to
guard against the constant barrage of negative thoughts being hurled at
you from all sides.

137. Here are two simple techniques to use to keep your mind positive
at all times. The first one you should use in the morning when you get up.
When you wake up and get out of bed, these thoughts might come to you:
“I guess the weather won't be so good today; it looks foggy.and cold out
there.” Or, “I don’t feel so good today; I'm in for some bad luck.” If these
thoughts should come to you, say immediately to your other self, “I don’t
want any of these ideas in here; tell them to get out and stay out!” And
then turn your mind to your plans and purposes for the day. Soon it will
be filled with the things you are going to do so that you will have no place
for worry or fear, or to conjure up any limitations for yourself. In other
words, your mind is hitting on all its cylinders for the rest of the day.
Work out a technique for getting yourself into a positive frame of mind
for the day, and a way to keep yourself on the beam.

138. There are three imaginary walls of outer defense you should keep
around your ego at all times. Starting with the outside one, and working
inward, the first wall should be high enough to keep away the people who
really have no business getting to you and taking your time. This outer
wall has several doors in it, and it is not too difficult for anyone to enter
at times. If a person can establish a reasonable right to your time, open
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one of the doors and let him in, but he has to establish that right first.

139. The next wall is very much taller and there is only one door in it
which should be watched closely. The number of persons who get in
through that door is comparatively small. Before that door swings open
to admit anyone, he must have established the fact that he has something
which you want, or that you and he have something in common which
will be mutually helpful.

140. The third and final wall is so tall that no person in the world should
ever be allowed to scale it, and there isn’t any door to it at all. Throw a
protective wall around your own mind. Have a place where you can retire
to yourself, where you can commune with Infinite Intelligence. One of
the greatest tragedies of this civilization in which we live is that there
are too many people rubbing elbows and getting into each other’s hair.

141. The subject of this section, the capacity of man to communicate
with others by means of mental telepathy, gives a hint that mankind in
general may be on the threshold of a whole new era of possibilities when
he learns how to control and direct his mental faculties. In this philosophy
of achievement we may be the vanguard; we may be pioneers, as it were,
in the practical adaptation of mental psychic forces to the accomplish-
ment of our purposes in life. Through definiteness of purpose we can har-
ness these tremendous powers for the attainment of any worthwhile
objective.

If you take possession of your own mind, then worry
will have to 100k for another boarding place.

HOW TO APPLY THE PRINCIPLE OF
DEFINITENESS OF PURPOSE

142. Up to this point you have been given the what of the principle of
definiteness of purpose. In other words, you have now become familiar
with the theory and facts behind it and examples of what it has enabled
other men to achieve through its application.

143. We now come to the how-to division of this lesson, wherein you
will be given detailed, step-by-step instructions on how to apply the princi-
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ple in the attainment of your own plans and purposes.

144. Here is a statement made by Henry Ford: “Education is good only
when it furnishes the kind of knowledge which puts a man in full control
of his faculties for leading a sane, industrious, useful life. When it merely
fills a man’s head with a quantity of ornamental but useless information,
it is not good. Such education makes an impression on those around a man
who think he is a smart fellow, but adds little or nothing to a man’s real
progress in the world.” This quotation is appropriate for two very good
reasons. First, the whole purpose of the Science of Success philosophy is
to do just what Mr. Ford suggested, namely: to put a man in full control
of his faculties. Secondly, Ford is perhaps one of the most outstanding col-
laborators used in the preparation of this philosophy, and he certainly was
a striking example of a man who put these positive principles into practice.
Through his own achievements he made a priceless contribution to the
Science of Individual Success.

When you have talked yourself into what you want, right there
is the place to stop talking and begin saying it with deeds.

IMPORTANT IDEAS TO BE INCLUDED IN
YOUR SPECIFIC GOAL IN LIFE

145. The one thing this philosophy cannot do for you is make up your
mind about what it is that you desire most from life, or what should be
your definite goal. That is something that you and you alone can decide.
We know how extremely difficult it is for most people to reach this de-
cision; therefore we have outlined some ideas which you should include
in your overall goal in life. This goal might be likened to a blueprint you
are drawing of your future life, including every single element you can
possibly anticipate at this time as an object of your desire.

146. Look ahead and visualize your own possible growth; see yourself
five years from today; then ten years, and so on, in five year periods. Or
you may take a shorter, closer view, say from one year to a maximum of
five years. If you are not accustomed to setting up goals and achieving
them, and if you are not accustomed to long-range planning, start out
with a minor, but important, purpose. Set up a purpose which must be
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accomplished, say within six months or a year from now. Then as it is
achieved, set yourself another higher, more difficult and longer-range
objective, thus growing into the habit before setting down your goal for
your lifetime.

To be an educated man you must learn how to get what you
want without violating the rights of others.

147. Your goal in life should consist of that which can be attained only
by a series of day-to-day and month-to-month steps. It should harmonize
with your present occupation, business or profession, so as to capitalize
on your experience and background, and so that each day’s work will
enable you to come one day nearer the attainment of your goal. It should
represent your greatest purpose, the one single purpose which above all
others you desire to achieve, and the fruits of which you are willing to
leave behind as a monument to yourself.

148. Your objective, or some portion of it, should always remain a few
jumps ahead of you, as something to which you may look with hope and
anticipation. The hope of achievement is one of the great riches of life.
Once you have caught up with your goal, a new expanded and widened
purpose should be adopted. To test whether the objective you have in
mind is worthy of being a specific goal in life, ask yourself these questions:
Are you willing to spend most of your lifetime making it come true? Will
it be worth the price you may pay for it?

149. Your specific aim or ambition may result from the attainment of
different combinations of lesser or minor aims, such as:

a. The nature of your occupation, which should be of your own choice.

b. The amount of your weekly, monthly, or yearly income, which
should be sufficient to enable you to live a planned life at the
standards of living which you have chosen.

c. The budgeting of income and expenses so as to provide for sick-
ness, accidents, old age and loss of earning power.

d. A plan for developing and maintaining harmony in all of your
human relationships: in your home, at work, where you play and
relax. Human relationships are vital to your aim in life, since you
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must have the cooperation of others in order to achieve any success
above mediocrity.

150. Do not hesitate to choose a definite goal which may for the time
being be out of your reach, for you may always prepare yourself to obtain
whatever qualification you will require for your objective. Always allow
for personal growth and the development of your innate talent.

Don’t be afraid to aim high in choosing your life goal, for
the higher it is, the more room you will have for achievement.

151. Here is an old Oriental proverb: A journey of a thousand miles
begins with one step. It is difficult to anticipate just how a situation will
develop in every detail until you take a step forward and try out your
present equipment. Then, if weaknesses appear, you will have clues as to
how to strengthen your resources. No scheme or plan is perfect. Perfection
is a process, not an end.

A little job well done is the first step towards a bigger one.

152. If the engineer in a train waited to see the block signals show green
all the way to his destination, you may be sure no trains would run. But
he doesn’t do that; he opens the throttle as soon as he sees one or two
green lights lining up and is confident that as the train gains speed and
momentum, other lights ahead will flash the GO signal.

153. And here is a final word about the selection of your aim and objec-
tive before we give you the mechanics of how to proceed. You know that
you will probably never feel that you are completely ready to start any
project. There will always be something else you could do in preparation
for your take-off. But if you start where you stand and work with whatever
tools you have at hand, other and better goals will reveal themselves as
you move forward.

THE STATEMENT OF YOUR DEFINITE GOAL IN LIFE

154. Write out a clear, concise statement of your goal, just as though
you were writing a letter to a friend, explaining what it is you really desire
from life. List the benefits which will result either during the process or
after attainment of your major goal. For example:
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List the information or knowledge you desire to acquire.

List the kind of work you desire to do.

List the kind of personality you desire to be.

Write down how much you desire to earn and receive each year.
List the places you desire to visit and see.

6. List the skills, arts, crafts, and sciences you desire to master.

OUs O o

155. Asyou list these, write out a separate statement of the motive which
prompts each desire. Each one of us, as a normal human being, does every-
thing he does in response to some one or more of the ten basic motives.
Relate each one of the elements in your objective to some strong motive.
This will enable you to develop a burning desire behind it and continually
impress your subconscious mind until it has a complete preoccupation
with the attainment of your aims and purposes.

156. A student hit upon the ingenious plan of typing his objectives in
two contrasting colors, red and black. In the black type he put the goals,
and immediately followed each of these with another paragraph, typed
in red, expressing the motive which was related to the achievement of
that particular goal. You should spend considerable time organizing the
benefits of your major goal in life according to some plan which will
suggest itself from the subject matter. Here are six headings: vocation,
personal growth, health, home and family life, spiritual enlightenment,
and social responsibilities. Under each of these will be grouped the aims
and purposes suggested by the heading. Use your imagination and see
what you can work up in the way of something unique which will express
your individuality.

157. Sign your statement and make it a binding legal document between
you and your other self, just as you would an agreement with some other
person. Your other self will bring your aims to completion and make them
a reality. Read the statement of your specific goals in life aloud to yourself
once each morning and each night until you have memorized them. Call
them to mind every time you possibly can..In the repetition of your pur-
pose, emotionalize each item and visualize the benefits which will accrue
to you and all others concerned in its fulfillment. In this way you will focus
all of your mental, physical and psychic powers upon yourself.
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158. You don’t have to be a religious person or belong to any church or
make any religious proclamations whatsoever in order to carry out the
suggestions which follow. Those of you who do have faith in prayer will
soon see what a great advantage it gives you if you make your definite
goal the subject of prayer.

159. There will undoubtedly be some of you who read this who will say:
“I know what I want. What's the purpose of writing it down on paper?”
There is a tremendous difference between planting an idea in your mind
and going to the trouble of putting it on paper, because in doing that you
take the first step toward translating your thought impulse into reality.
In the process of writing out your description you will be forced to clarify
your ideas and make them specific. This will be helpful in making the
transference to your subconscious mind the way you want it. You can
thus do your editing and changing on paper, before submitting it to your
subconscious mind for action by Infinite Intelligence. If you will follow
these instructions to the letter, you will move steadily forward toward
your objective. This principle is not an experiment; it is a demonstrated
fact.

THE STATEMENT OF YOUR PLAN

160. Write out a definite, clear, concise plan by which you intend to
achieve your specific goal in life. State the precise maximum amount of
time you will allow for the fulfillment of your major goal. Break the
achievement down into units of effort, minor goals and plans, which are
in the realm of possibility and probability. Put time limits on each plan
leading to your major goal. It is also important that you describe pre-
cisely what you intend to give in return for the realization of your purpose.
There is no such reality as something for nothing. You must feel that you
are entitled to the money you want or the influence you will wield, or
whatever your aim is. Everything has a price tag on it. You must be will-
ing to read the price tag and pay it in full before you get the object of
your desire. This price must usually be paid in advance. It is possible to
pay it on the installment plan in easy steps, but the total price must be
paid before the object of your desire becomes your own.
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161. Make your plan flexible so as to permit changes. The plan for
achieving that purpose may change many times. Infinite Intelligence may
reveal to you a plan which is far superior, for your purpose, to the one
that you've dreamed up. Stand ready at all times to receive, accept gladly
and gracefully, and adopt willingly any better plans which occur to your
mind out of the blue. Always be on the alert for such hunches.

AN IMPORTANT CAUTION

162. Keep your specific goal in life and your plans for achieving it strictly
to yourself. Do not talk about it or tell anyone about it except the members
of your master mind alliance, and, of course, your instructor. One reason for
this secrecy is that continually talking about your objective and plans to
those not really interested in them will dissipate your power. Here’s a little
jingle to remember: The steam that makes the whistle blow will never
make the engine go.

163. Take a look at a teakettle boiling away on a kitchen range. It is
sizzling away its power. If you could cork up the spout and fasten down
the lid, the accumulated steam pressure would soon blow the whole thing
apart. You must get up steam behind your purposes and plan, and avoid
sizzling it away aimlessly in idle chatter.

164. Another reason — and an even more important one — for keeping
quiet about what you intend to do, is that to disclose your plans to those
who are not in sympathy with you, gives them the very ammunition they
need to defeat you. People prompted by jealousy, envy, and other negative
thoughts will seize with delight any opportunity to make fun of you and
your definite aim. Do not permit them to enjoy themselves at your expense.
Avoid exposure to their discouraging negative influence. Unfortunately,
the members of your own immediate family may sometimes be the very
ones who will take advantage of your confidence and discourage your
ideas for self-improvement.

165. There are people in this world who have nothing better to do than
stand on the side lines of life and stick out their feet just to see others
tumble, and if they learn which way youre going, they may be lying in
wait for you. If you don’t tell them in what direction you are heading,



they won’t be there to cause your downfall. Remember to call your specific
goal in life and your plans for achieving it into your consciousness as often
as may be practical. Eat with them; sleep with them; and take them with
you wherever you go. Bear in mind the fact that your subconscious mind
can thus be influenced to work for the attainment of your goal while you
are asleep. Keep your mind on the things you want and off the things yot
don’t want!

166. In ending this lesson there is nothing more appropriate than a para-
graph from John Ruskin: “I say, without seeking, truth cannot be known
at all. It can neither be declared from pulpits, nor set down in articles;
nor in any wise ‘prepared and sold’ in package ready for use. Truth must
be found for every man by himself out of the husks; with such help as
he can get, indeed, but not without stern labor of his own.”

167. You are reading the results of over forty years of research in collect-
ing and testing the success secrets of the greatest men of achievement in
America. It is up to you to take hold of those secrets and put them to work
on your plans and ambition.

It is well men should be reminded that the very humblest of them
has the power to fashion after a divine model. — Maeterlinck
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There is an abundance of
everything for the person
who knows what he wants.
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THE MASTER MIND

1. The principle we shall discuss in this lesson has been referred to as
the very hub or axis of the entire Science of Success philosophy. It is the
principle which makes it possible for an individual, through association
with others, to acquire and utilize all the knowledge needed for the attain-
ment of any desired goal in life.

2. To begin with, the master mind principle consists of an alliance of
two or more minds working in perfect harmony for the attainment of a
common definite objective. That is about as brief a definition of the master
mind as can be given.

3. No one has ever attained outstanding success in any calling without
applying the master mind principle. This is because no one mind is com-
plete by itself. All truly great minds have been reinforced through contacts
with other minds. Every mind needs association and contact with other
minds in order to grow and expand. The greatest minds, however, are the
result of understanding and deliberately using this master mind principle.

Remember: Friendship and harmonious cooperation are price-
less assets which can be acquired only by giving them in return.

There are fundamental rules in connection with this subject which we will
analyze one at a time.

FIRST RULE

4. The master mind principle is a practical medium through which you
may appropriate and use the full benefits of the experience, training, edu-
cation, specialized knowledge and native intelligence of others as com-
pletely as if they were your own.

5. The master mind principle is a method of applying the assets of others
to whatever end you may wish to pursue through a mutually beneficial
association. It will enable you to overcome practically every obstacle stand-
ing in the way of the attainment of your major purpose, regardless of how
high you are aiming or what your background or education may have
been, if you use it correctly.
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One cannot succeed and remain successful without the friendly
cooperation of others.

Here are a few examples, taken at random:

6. The Geologist. Through appropriating the specialized knowledge of
the geologist, we can understand the history and structure of the earth
on which we live without actually being trained in geology.

7. The Chemist. Through the experience and knowledge of a chemist,
you can make practical use of chemistry without being a trained chemist.

8. Other Scientists. Through the knowledge and skill of scientists, tech-
nicians, physicists and practical engineers, you can become a successful
inventor, as did Thomas A. Edison, with no specific training in any of
these subjects. Mr. Edison had only three months of formal schooling in
his entire life, and yet in his work as an inventor he made use in one way
or another of practically all of the natural sciences.

9. Mankind's Accumulated Knowledge. You can make full use of the
acquired knowledge of mankind, and an education, without possessing
either, through a friendly and mutually beneficial alliance with others
who have the information you specifically need. There are many of you
who have ideas that you would like to carry out, but who do not have the
courage to try because you feel that you lack some form of knowledge.
Perish the thought that you cannot carry out any idea you have! Through
the master mind principle you can benefit by an alliance with the knowl-
edge of other people.

10. Success Rules. Through the application of the master mind princi-
ple you can appropriate and use the entire philosophy of the Science
of Success without spending years searching the lives of successful men
for the principles they employed. Through study of this course you can,
figuratively speaking, call back to life some of the most successful men
America has produced, and learn from them the secrets of their outstanding
achievements.

SECOND RULE

11.  An active alliance of two or more minds in a spirit of perfect harmony
for the attainment of a common objective stimulates each mind to a higher
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degree of courage than is ordinary, and paves the way for that state of
mind known as faith.

12. In this statement there are several important key words upon which
we wish to enlarge so that you may not mistake the source of power in this
type of alliance. The words are: active, perfect harmony, courage, faith
and common objective (which is just another way of saying definite major
purpose). Two or more persons who have a common, definite objective
and are active in attaining it will develop the necessary harmony, courage
and faith through the correct application of the master mind principle
to succeed in the achievement of their objective.

13. Active. Once a master mind alliance is formed, the group as a whole
must become and remain active. The group must move according to a
definite plan, at a definite time, toward a definite common objective. All
the benefits accruing to the individual from definiteness of purpose as
outlined in the first lesson will be manifest on a greater scale in this group
action. Indecision, inactivity, or delay will destroy the usefulness of the
alliance. There is an old saying which says:

The best way to keep a mule from kicking is to keep him so busy
pulling he will have neither the time nor inclination to kick.

14. Perfect Harmony. There must be harmony in the relationship of the
minds in the alliance. And it is not unlike the harmony in music, which is
simply a pleasing arrangement of tones. You must keep any thoughts of
discord out of your alliance. There must be a complete meeting of the
minds, without reservations on the part of any member. There must be
accord on the facts, agreement in opinions, and a clear understanding of
the definite objective. Each member of the alliance must subordinate his
own personal ambitions to the fulfillment and successful achievement of
the definite purpose of the alliance.

There is always a place for the person who can create harmony in
human relationships.

15. Naturally, you will not achieve such harmony immediately upon
forming the association. This kind of harmony is something which is culti-
vated and grows and is based upon four elements:
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1. Confidence 3. Fairness
2. Understanding 4. Justice

Confidence is reliance or trust based on proven fidelity. Fidelity comes
from the Latin word fidelitas, meaning faithfulness to duty, or loyal ob-
servance of an obligation. Your relationship with others under the master
mind principle should be one of confidence. And it should be confidential.
The purpose of the alliance should not be discussed outside the ranks of
the members unless this purpose happens to be the performance of some
public service. Some men, in their desire for self-expression, will give away
vital trade secrets of their business to anyone who will listen. It seems un-
necessary to caution you about allowing such a person to become a member
of your master mind alliance.

16. Understanding. This means possessing a complete knowledge and
comprehension of the nature, significance and implication of a situation
or proposition and a sympathetic attitude toward it. Each member of the
alliance must be in sympathy with the definite purpose that is undertaken.
This means that each one agrees that it is a good idea, and one to which
he will give wholehearted support.

17. Fairness. This indicates the absence of any partiality or prejudice.
It implies freedom from bias and selfishness. Thus, when a master mind
alliance is formed, all the members should agree at the outset regarding
the contribution of each toward the enterprise and what division will be
made of any benefits or profits which may accrue from the success of the
alliance. Such an agreement prevents dissension which might otherwise
arise and completely destroy the association.

18. Justice. This implies that just men deal with one another on the
highest ethical terms. No member of the alliance should seek an unfair
advantage at the expense of the other members.

19. Courage. This is a state of mind which enables you to meet danger
and difficulties with firmness, resolution and valor. It is, in reality, a form
of mental power which comes from self-confidence and a success conscious-
ness.

The easiest way to visualize how courage is stimulated in one mind by
association with other minds is to compare the mind of an individual to
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a storage battery. A flow of electrical energy is produced within the
battery by the reaction of the positive and negative chemicals upon one
another. Similarly, the mind of every person releases a flow of thought
energy which reacts on other minds. Indeed, it is believed that this thought
energy permeates all space in the universe.

20. It is a well known fact that a group of storage batteries will provide
more energy than a single battery. It is also true that a single battery pro-
vides energy in proportion to the number and capacity of the cells it con-
tains.

21. This comparison holds true with the mind. It accounts for the fact
that some minds are more efficient than others, and leads to the important
conclusion that a group of minds coordinated in the spirit of harmony will
provide more thought energy than a single mind.

Friendly counsel carries more weight than unfriendly criticism.

22. This illustration gives a clue to the power potential of the master
mind principle. There is still another valuable conclusion to be drawn
from this metaphor. The increased thought energy made possible by the
functioning of minds in harmony is available to each individual mind
in the group.

23. As we have done in other principles of this philosophy, let us turn
to nature for an example of the operation of the master mind principle to
see if our conclusions are valid. We see that the animals of an order lower
than man gain courage and initiative when driven by the spirit of the pack.
A dog, for example, may never think of killing a sheep on its own initiative,
but let that same dog join a pack of dogs whose leader is bent on sheep-
killing, and it will engage in the fight viciously and without hesitation.
Someone summed it up this way:

For the life of the wolf is the pack,
And the life of the pack is the wolf.

24. Faith. The state of mind known as faith is the subject of an entire
lesson, so it will suffice here to say that in this philosophy we define faith
as a state of mind in which the individual clears his mind of all negative
ideas and conditions it for the inflowing of Infinite Intelligence. The hu-
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man mind is an agency which is capable of continually renewing its power
by absorbing and responding to the Vital Force from whence it originally
emerged. This is how inspiration is received. A technique for using this
source of personal power will be described for you in the next lesson.

THIRD RULE

25. A master mind alliance, properly conducted, stimulates each mind
in the alliance to move with enthusiasm, personal initiative, and imagi-
nation, and accelerates the capacity of the minds in the alliance to receive
and transmit thought through the sixth sense.

26. You will find that when your mind comes in contact with other minds
in a master mind meeting, you become conscious of a form of stimulation
which amounts to mental intoxication, or excessive elation. This condition
lasts for many hours after the meeting ends. Two or more minds work-
ing together in a spirit of harmony have the effect of stepping up the vi-
brations of the individual minds. This is similar to the change which occurs
when an electronic broadcasting station transforms vibrations audible to
the ear into electrical impulses of a much higher frequency so that they
can be released through space. Such an increase of the vibratory rate of the
mind enables you to tune in on a higher plane of communication than is
ordinarily experienced, and enables you to make contact with Infinite In-
telligence, the influx of which is the power of faith,

27. Observe the state of mind of salesmen who héve attended a sales

 pep meeting where some dynamic leader worked a group up to a high

pitch of enthusiasm. You will notice that every salesman carries with him
a definite amount of enthusiasm far above that' which he had when he
entered the meeting. This is a cue to all of you, no matter what may be
your avenue of life, who wish to project your own influence into the minds
of other men.

28. It was pointed out to you in the lesson on definiteness of purpose
that every mind is equipped to send and receive thought messages. This
process of communication between the minds of individuals is going on
all the time, but rarely is any individual conscious of the fact. This has
great significance in connection with the master mind principle. It has
proved conclusively than an individual’s mind, the alertness of which has
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been increased through master mind stimulation, becomes more receptive
to thoughts released by other minds than it would be under normal cir-
cumstances. Likewise, the mind of the individual thus stimulated has
greater power to project the thoughts of his own mind to the minds of
others.

29. Here is the key that will unlock a great power, and it seems only
proper to include here a word of caution. This power, like all other great
powers, is a two-edged sword. Be careful which thoughts of others you
pick up and permit to remain in your consciousness while you are under
the stimulation of the master mind meceting. And be equally careful of
the thoughts you release to others.

FOURTH RULE

30. The master mind principle, when actively applied, has the effect of
connecting the subconscious sections of the minds of the allies, and gives
each member full access also to the spiritual powers of all the other
members.

31. Here again we must emphasize the importance of harmony among
the minds of the allies in a master mind group. Without the factor of
harmony, the alliance may be nothing more than ordinary cooperation, or
friendly coordination of effort, which is something vastly different from
the master mind. In the case of ordinary cooperation or coordination of
effort, there may be a meeting of the conscious minds of the parties to the
task. In such a case, the cultivated, trained, conscious minds of the indi-
viduals may be pooled for the accomplishment of a given objective. Un-
doubtedly economic advantage will accrue to any person who surrounds
himself with the advice, counsel and personal cooperation of a group of
men of ability who are willing to work together. This type of association
is.considered the economic side of the master mind principle. It is re-
sponsible for many outstanding commercial successes in America.

32. Emerson made the statement, “Every institution is a lengthened
shadow of one man.” If he were alive today to witness the huge corpora-
tions which have evolved under our American system of cooperation, he
would probably permit a modification of his statement: Every business is
the extended shadow of the men who manage it; or, more correctly: A
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corporation today is the extended shadow of the master mind alliance
which guides its destiny.

33. In addition to the economic side of the master mind principle, there
is a mental side which far exceeds the economic association in its creative
effort. It is the blending or fusing of the subconscious minds of the mem-
bers of the alliance, making available to each member the limitless re-
sources of the thought energy of the group.

34. Pay very close attention to what you will now read, for herein lies
the key which will make this philosophy work for you. Research in modern
physics has shown that matter and energy are interchangeable. The atom
has yielded to bombardment by high velocity energy particles in a cyclo-
tron, thus breaking down what we once thought was solid matter and
releasing its energy.

35. From these experiments we can declare to the world what advanced
thinkers have long believed. Energy is nature’s universal set of building
blocks out of which she constructs every material thing in the universe,
including man himself, and every form of animal and vegetable life.
Through a process which we may eventually understand, nature changes
energy into matter and reverses the process.

36. Nature’s building blocks are available to man in the form of thought
energy. When two or more minds coordinate their thinking in a spirit of
harmony and work toward a definite objective, they place themselves in a
position, through that alliance, to absorb power directly from the great
universal storehouse of Infinite Intelligence. This is the greatest of all
sources of power. It is the source to which every great leader turns, whether
he is conscious of it or not, and most leaders recognize or acknowledge it
sooner or later.

37. When the subconscious minds of men are united in harmony with
singleness of purpose, there is brought into being the most powerful in-
fluence on the face of this earth. It far exceeds the force of the atom
because it is subject to complete control and direction. This is the highest
form of creative effort now known to man, and its potentialities stagger
the imagination.

38. We open these vistas of thought to your consciousness and suggest
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that you utilize this power for the good of your fellow men. Perhaps in a
master mind alliance lies the answer to the problem of world peace and
other difficulties which beset mankind. Nothing short of miraculous is the
power of the human mind when united with other minds in harmony and
with a definite major purpose.

FIFTH RULE

39. It is a matter of record that all individual successes, based upon
above-average achievement, are attained through the master mind princi-
ple. Most successes are the result of personal power of proportions that
enable one to rise above mediocrity. This power is never attained without
the application of the master mind principle.

40. Here are illustrations of the master mind principle in action, from
which you will get ideas of the scope of their application and the tre-
mendous results it produces.

41. Supplanting Fear With Faith: One example is that of Franklin D.
Roosevelt when he was first elected President in 1932. He used an effec-
tive method to induce the American people to supplant fear with faith.

42. In 1932 the people of this country were in a state of fear — selling
their property, stocks and bonds, for whatever they could get for them.
Actually there was a master mind alliance based on fear and racing down-
hill. Mr. Roosevelt stepped in with the qualities and the temperament
needed to change the minds of the people and start them thinking in
terms of achievement and recovery instead of panic and depression.

43. Through an understanding of human nature and the power potential
of this principle of the master mind, he went to work to turn the tide of
fear and replace it with a sustaining faith. Here are the highlights of how
that master mind was organized.

44. First. Both houses of the Congress worked together in harmony for
the first time. Under the magnetic personality of the new President who
inspired their confidence, a majority of the members of the Congress
momentarily forgot their party lines and put their collective shoulders to
the wheel to pull the nation out of the sloughs of depression.

45. Second. Many of the newspaper publishers of the nation were called
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together in a conference and asked to replace the scare headlines they
were using with headlines which would show some hope and promise
and the possibility of a brighter future for America. Instead of playing
up business failures, they were asked to accent business successes. Human
interest stories were to point up those who had remained valiant and who
had kept their heads above water.

46. Third. Operators of radio stations were asked if they would cooperate
and have their commentators and news editors say something pleasant
instead of continually painting the darkest, gloomiest aspect of events.
For some reason, the average person loves to hear about misery and trouble,
poverty and want, disaster and peril. And in the early thirties the news-
papers and the radio reflected this negative thinking until it became a
vicious cycle, one supporting the other, so that it was almost impossible
to put over a positive idea.

The winning personality of the new President had its effect, and there
began to be signs of cheerfulness, even in the radio scripts. And then along
came Gabriel Heatter, a well-known radio commentator, with his “There’s
good news tonight!” That was just what we needed, and it had a telling
effect on public feeling,

47. Fourth. Religious groups, disregarding denominational difference,
got behind the movement and worked together to promote positive, hope-
ful thinking.

48. Fifth. The leaders of both major political parties supported the ad-
ministration. We are not talking about the rank and file; we are talking
about the leaders. May it be said to their credit, they got behind Franklin
D. Roosevelt, Republican and Democrat alike. If they had not, the fear
stampede would not have been stopped and there would not have been
a restoration of confidence in the short time in which it was achieved.

49. Sixth. An overwhelming majority of the people, forgetting political
and religious beliefs, rallied behind President Roosevelt and supplied

the impetus and popular acceptance necessary to bring success to the
President’s program.

50. When we elect a President, he is our President for four years. Whether
we belive in his policies or not, it is far better for us to get behind him
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and help him to be a good president than to criticize.

51. The presidency is to some extent like any new job. A man may come
into a new job in industry and be doomed from the first because the other
employees take a dislike to him. When that condition arises, he might as
well get out. On the other hand, men may come in with such hearty
approval of the other employees that they become more efficient men as
a result of that support. We have never known a man to become President
of the United States without immediately becoming a bigger and wiser
man. The job lifts the man up. And so it was in the case of Franklin Delano
Roosevelt. Through his efforts the nation as a whole was influenced to
discard its fears and to believe in and work toward recovery. This entailed
an absolute reversal in the thinking of the entire country and the tide of
events. It required tremendous power. And this power Roosevelt generated
by creating the dedicated alliance of the master mind groups enumerated
above.

52. Andrew Carnegie’s Master Mind: Here is another illustration of the
master mind principle in operation. Mr. Carnegie did not know the details
of making, distributing and selling steel and didn’t pretend to; but he had
in his organization men who, together, knew all that was known at their
time about these things.

53. When Mr. Carnegie first entered the steel business, steel was selling
at $140.00 a ton, which made it prohibitive for a great many uses. He was
determined to reduce the price, and he did. As a result of the combined
knowledge of some twenty men directing and controlling his mills and
enterprises, he whittled the price of steel down to around $20.00 per ton.
This made steel an every day commodity instead of a luxury. Mr. Carnegie
truly was the father of the steel age which was destined to change the
appearance of every city of importance and to affect the daily lives of men
and women in many ways.

54. Mr. Carnegie was one of the ablest men in history in the use of the
master mind principle. His achievement and fortune were due to wise use
of the knowledge of the men he had with him. This is what he said about
his relations with them: “My job is to keep these men working together
in a spirit of perfect harmony. It is extremely difficult to get even two
people to agree on anything for five minutes.” And you know this is only
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too true. Here is one of the stories Carnegie told about his master mind
alliance. It shows the vital importance of the element of harmony, which
has previously been pointed out in our consideration of the major points
of the master mind principle.

55. Mr. Carnegie decided he wanted the best trained man he could find
for his chief chemist, so he sent a scout to comb the world to find him.
The scout finally found the one he thought would be satisfactory. He was
in the great Krupp Steel Works in Germany. Carnegie entered into a con-
tract with him on a five year basis, but before the end of the first year he
had to release him. The reason? He was temperamental; he could not work
in harmony with the rest of the master mind alliance. He kept the other
members of the alliance in an upheaval all the time. Mr. Carnegie soon
realized that it would be fatal to keep such a man on his payroll, so he
paid him and sent him back home.

56. Mr. Carnegie said that one man with a negative mental attitude
turned loose in a factory of a thousand people could discolor the minds
of the rest of them without saying a word. That statement, from so astute
a judge of human character as Andrew Carnegie, is worthy of our exami-
nation. Think about it!

57. There is a reason why one man with a negative attitude can influence
a thousand others in an organization without ever saying a word. There
is a way in which his mind reaches the minds of other men. It is the medium
of telepathy, which was pointed out in connection with the principle of
definiteness of purpose and in the discussion of the master mind principle.
Your mind is constantly in tune with every other mind within its range.
Some minds have a much longer range than others, and you are constantly
picking up the thoughts of other people and often mistaking them for your
own thoughts. That is why you cannot afford to remain in a negative
atmosphere unless you have a technique for protecting your mind from
negative broadcasts.

58. Here is a suggestion for immunizing yourself against such negative
persons even though they may live in the same house. If you will practice
this technique until you can demonstrate it at will, these negative people
might just as well be far away from you, because they will have no in-
fluence on you.
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59. Practice pulling down your mental curtains to shut out negative in-
fluences. For example, let us say that you are leaving home to perform
an important job. You will find it advisable to concentrate on the purpose
of your errand and to dissociate your thinking from all other influences
which surround you.

60. This protective shell is necessary to preserve the delicate sensitivity
to Infinite Intelligence which you should be developing, and upon which
you will call many times. Guard against the stray negative thoughts of the
masses of humanity, and build your own enthusiastic and positive mental
attitude.

61. Condition your mind in the same way when you sit down to write
the answers to the questionnaire. Have your mind continually open for
the reception of Infinite Intelligence.

62. By now you must have reached the conclusion that a master mind
alliance actually becomes a part of your own mind. It is as though you
had extra sharp ears or eyes, or some other faculty which supplements and
adds to your regular senses. A group of men thinking alike and working
together in harmony, without jealousy, practically create one mind that
is available to every individual within that alliance. You see why it is
important to have harmony; the moment any lack of harmony creeps into
the mind it breaks the circuit and destroys the master mind.

63. In concluding this division dealing with Mr. Carnegie’s master mind
group, we want to point out that each one of these privileged men became
wealthy in the goods of this world, and in spiritual values as well. It was
primarly a business alliance, so material values were, of course, uppermost
in their consideration. Here is another point: Every one of the men in that
alliance earned the right of membership by going the extra mile and by
demonstrating that he had definiteness of purpose. Mr. Carnegie’s policy
was to allow every man the opportunity of setting his own pace and dis-
playing his own initiative. He kept the door open so that any man who
showed exceptional ability, plus the willingness to render more and better
service than that for which he was immediately paid, could rely on being
rewarded according to his efforts. Mr. Carnegie said on one occasion that,
while at first his definite major purpose in life was to make money, he
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soon changed to the purpose of making men. The fact that this objective
was fully realized, is on record for those who will read it.

64. The Master Mind That Now Benefits You: The master mind alliance
that made possible the unified presentation of this philosophy is a perfect
example of this principle in operation. It consisted of the collaboration
of some five hundred top-ranking men of America who worked with me
over a period of years in a spirit of perfect harmony for the organizing of
this great philosophy of human freedom and American achievement. It
would have been impossible for one man, no matter how gifted, to give
the world this philosophy during one natural lifetime had he lacked such
an alliance.

65. The alliance, of course, was made possible by a suggestion from Mr.
Carnegie. But I had to sell myself to over five hundred men, very busy
men whose time was very valuable. It would have been a difficult task
for me to make such contacts without Mr. Carnegie’s cooperation. With
his help and the proper approach I got their time and full cooperation.

If your education consists solely of what you have learned from
books, it will not be complete until you have had the post-graduate
course in experience.

66. Appointments were usually made by letter. Here is a sample of the
letter used:

“Dear Mr. Ford:

“I have been commissioned by Mr. Andrew Carnegie.to engage in
some twenty years of research for the purpose of uncovering the
causes of success and failure in the lives of individuals. I have come
to you for help because of the long years of rich experience you
have had in your business.

““It will be necessary for me to contact you on a great number of
occasions and take up a considerable amount of your time, which
I hope you will willingly give me, and I am sure that you will when
I tell you that I am asking this collaboration, not on behalf of myself,
but on behalf of the people of the world, some of whom are not
yet born.
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“This cooperation will not be worth to you the postage stamp I
am putting on this letter, but it may mean the difference between
success and failure to many a worthy man and woman who will study
this philosophy based on your experience — believe in it, and suc-
ceed by it.”

67. Do you see in what position that put Mr. Ford? It is a curious fact
that most people will do something to help humanity, even when they
wouldn’t do it just to help you.

68. We will pass on to you a technique for getting cooperation that will
help you to get through life successfully. No matter what you are doing,
you will come to the point very soon when you will want to apply this
philosophy. Selling your service, your merchandise, your products, your
ideas, or whatever it is you want to market, you will need the cooperation
of other people in order to do it. Salesmanship is an important thing. We
all have to be salesmen and we are all salesmen at one time or another.

69. Here is a story of a woman who came to see the author. She started
to tell him all her difficulties. She was blind and he couldn’t help feeling
sorry for her, or he wouldn’t have permitted her to take up his time with
her tale of woe. She started giving him a summary of her life for the last
twenty years. She had formerly worked for the movies and had invested
considerable money in a movie concern which went broke. Her husband
started drinking, her mother passed away, and she had trouble with other
relatives. Apparently therc was not one constructive or good thing that
had happened to this woman in twenty years. Then she asked, “Mr. Hill,
why do you think my eycs went bad on me?”

70. I said, “Mrs. Blank, I hope you will understand that I do not wish
to be harsh with you, but I must somehow get you to face the facts.
Frankly, I think with your negative attitude it's a wonder you are able
to do anything at all. I'm not a bit surprised that your husband drinks.
It's a wonder he doesn’t leave home.”

She then asked, “What can I do to stop him?”

I replied, “You can’t do anything for him now, but you can do some-
thing to help yourself. You've been thinking about your losses to the
exclusion of everything else. The more you concentrate on them, the more
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you attract other losses. Stop thinking about them, make up your mind
you are going to benefit by your experience, and then adopt as your specific
objective in life the restoration of your sight. Keep your mind filled with
the fact that you are going to see again. Dwell upon the idea that your
eyes will be healed so that you will see once more. The first thing you
know, your changed attitude will cause your husband to regain his interest
in you and he will probably stop his drinking. Your relatives will stop
abusing you. This is all I can tell you at this time. When you manage to
get yourself into a positive frame of mind, come to see me again, and
perhaps I can help you further. Before I can really do anything for you,
you must-do something for yourself.”

71. The reason I tell this story is that I want to say the same thing to you.
I don’t suppose you have a tale of woe like the one just mentioned — let
us hope not. But the first thing for you to do is start a master mind alliance
with that other personality, that positive other self who recognizes no such
thing as defeat, and start cultivating his friendship. Get on good terms
with him. Then, when you have done a good job of working on yourself,
you will find the application of this philosophy much easier and it will
mean more to you. You will then attract people who will willingly co-
operate with you.

72. In the case of the men whose assistance I required, it was known
before they were interviewed that they were going to collaborate and
give what was needed. That idea was transmitted to their minds by a
positive mental attitude when approaching them. Whatever you are doing,
make up your mind that you have a right to cooperation before you ask
anybody to help you. Sell yourself the idea that it’s right before you ask
anyone else to cooperate.

73. There’s still something else to tell yourself: You can get anything in
this world that you really want, if you are willing to pay the price for it.

When you start out to get something, it is important that you get an
affirmative answer from the man you approach. To make sure that you
will get this, do not always make a frontal attack, or go directly to him.
Instead, send out an investigator to find out in advance what his reaction
is likely to be. Base your strategy and approach upon the information your
investigator brings. Know what his objections are going to be and prepare
a good answer to them before you go near him.



74. Let’s say you want to borrow money. Don’t just walk into the bank
and tell the cashier: “I'm John Doe and I need a thousand dollars.” Culti-
vate the acquaintance of the particular official of the bank who has the
responsibility for loans. Sell him a very impressive list of the true possi-
bilities of the project you have in mind. Let him know that you have a
sound reason for wanting the money. Outline your plan for repayment.
With this approach you are almost sure to get what you need.

75. All this adds up to the fact that you must first condition your own
mind to believe in whatever you are going to ask the members of your
master mind alliance to do for you. Do not try to operate a master mind
while you are in a negative attitude. Keep away from your master mind
allies until you make yourself positive. If you don't, the same thing will
happen to your group that Mr. Carnegie said would happen when he
turned a man with a negative mind loose in his organization. States of
mind are contagious. There are certain diseases which are also contagious,
like measles, whooping cough, and tuberculosis, but the thought may
never have occurred to you that mental states are just as contagious or
more so.

76. Be sure the things you are passing on to other people are positive
and not negative. They will react according to the state of mind you send
out to them.

77. Your mental attitude determines your success or failure in business.
You want to succeed, and we have undertaken to give you the principles
which can guarantee your success. Your idea of what constitutes success
is your own. Right where you are now is the place from which to start
for success, regardless of where youre headed. You, and you alone, can
make the start because you make the start in your own mind, your own
mental attitude, and over this you, and you alone, have complete control.
The place to begin is in your own mind. Your success and failure are in
your own mind.

78. It may take a long time to find that out, but when the truth is finally
recognized, the twelve riches of life listed below will become realities for
you and you will have an abundance of each.

1. A Positive Mental Attitude
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2. Sound Physical Health
3. Harmony in Human Relationships

4. Freedom from Fear

5. The Hope of Achievement

6. The Capacity for Faith

7. Willingness to Share One’s Blessings
8. A Labor of Love

9. An Open Mind on All Subjects

10. Self-Discipline
11. The Capacity to Understand People
12. Financial Security

These are listed for your benefit so you can check off the ones you
have and note those you still wish to acquire.

79. Once you have learned to control your mental attitude, you will find
that you will be able to attract the things you desire. When you go after
something you will not have to resort to subterfuge or deceit; you will find
other people willing to cooperate with you and help you. This statement
may be hard for you to believe, but you will never know whether it is
true until you begin to carry out the instructions given to you. Take a
firm hold on your own mind and then, whenever you plant a definite
major or minor purpose in it, your mind will start to function immediately,
creating plans and guiding you to the fulfillment of your purpose.

A TRULY GREAT MASTER MIND

80. One of the most outstanding master mind alliances you will ever
read about was that which existed between Mr. and Mrs. Henry Ford.
It had its beginning in the kitchen of their home, in the days when Mr.
Ford was experimenting with his first internal combustion engine. It was
then that he found out the important part that a wife’s love and devotion
play in her husband’s plans. She had a sincere interest in sustaining him
through the trying period of inventing and perfecting a mechanical device
in order to realize his purpose in life.

81. Their mutual appreciation of each other, and the harmony that bound
them together in the months of patient effort required to make the engine
run, were to last a lifetime. Although the world heard little of Mrs. Ford,
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who preferred to remain inconspicuous, those who know realize that she
was largely responsible for the achievements of her famous husband. It
was to her that he turned in moments of crisis, for her encouraging smile,
her understanding admiration, her ever-fresh hope of achievement, the
comfort and care that tided him over.

82. Their master mind alliance, based on the definiteness of purpose of
two people who were willing to work in the spirit of harmony for the ful-
fillment of that purpose, is an inspiration to all who would achieve great-
ness. It is needless to elaborate on the tremendous power which grew out
of this alliance, and brought into being one of the greatest industrial em-
pires the world has ever seen. Power was generated in the minds of two
humble people who knew what they wanted to do, who rendered service
on the basis of going the extra mile, and who blended all their forces and
concentrated their attention on their major purposes until success was
achieved.

MR. EDISON'S GREATEST ALLIANCE

83. Thomas A. Edison used this master mind principle as the basis of
his entire career. He did this to bridge the gaps in his own educational
background by utilizing the special skills and knowledge of his associates.
In this way he created the physical inventions of his great laboratory. But
there was another master mind alliance which was in reality far more
important to him than those involving the use of physics, chemistry, and
mechanics. That was the alliance with his wife. He had the good fortune
to have a wife with a sympathetic understanding of his problems. She
always backed him up completely in any undertaking. No matter how late
at night Mr. Edison would come home from his laboratory, she was up
and ready with a cheerful greeting and an eager anticipation for the re-
counting of the day’s activities.

84. Mrs. Edison’s confidence and faith in her husband’s ability and her
sustaining love encouraged him over many tough spots and inspired him
to carry on against what were sometimes almost overwhelming odds.

85. In these last two examples you have some very important hints.
Perhaps the greatest alliance any man can ever make is with his wife.
If you have complete singleness of purpose with the woman you marry,
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there is nothing in which you cannot succeed. If you lack this harmony
in your home, you might as well face the fact that you have a few strikes
against you. And this works both ways. Ladies, you must have the harmony
and cooperation of your husband, to lighten the burden of your work in
life. It must be a two-way arrangement.

86. This subject is of such vital importance that we feel compelled to
outline a few ideas that may be helpful to you in establishing the proper
marriage relationships.

Our first advice is to the young man not yet married, since a man
usually does the proposing. You should have a series of very frank discus-
sions with your prospective partner, covering the fundamentals of mar-
riage. Explain how you intend to make a living and be sure she approves of
your chosen occupation or profession and your methods of following it.
After the honeymoon is over, you will face the reality of the practical side

of marriage. The sensible approach, then, is to consider these realities
beforehand.

87. In the examples given above, you saw the result where a wife had
a genuine interest in her husband’s work and purpose. Most marital diffi-
culties find their beginning with the discovery of a lack of such interest.
A wife who maintains a real interest in her husband’s affairs nourishes his
ego by personal encouragement. Another problem that this mutual interest
anticipates and solves before it arises is the spending of the income. A
carefully planned budget, mutually agreed upon, puts the home on a
sound financial basis and this is an essential foundation to a happy life.

88. How about the man who is already married? This may take some
re-selling on the part of both himself and his wife. It may take quite a
while to correct certain bad habits which may have crept in. A specific
time each day should be set aside for a master mind conference between
the members of the family. This can be somewhat like a board of directors’
meeting, at which all important issues are brought up for discussion and
conclusions reached. If a lack of interest exists on either side, it will be
a matter of careful re-education and readjustment.

89. Next, review the section dealing with love and sex, in the lesson on
definiteness of purpose. Without doubt the emotion of sex is one of the
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main sources of attraction which brings men and women together in the
marriage alliance. But a permanent home can rarely be built on sexual
relationships alone. Only when the two great driving forces of love and
sex are combined and transmuted into some form of service, can perma-
nent happiness result. The emotion of sex is nature’s own source of in-
spiration, through which she gives both men and women the impelling
desire to create, build, lead and direct. The sex relationship, however, to
be of enduring benefit as a medium of inspiration, must be kept on a high
level of romance. True happiness has in it something of the spiritual
qualities of both men and women.

90. Man’s greatest master mind alliance is that with the woman he loves
and that is why it is so essential to nourish that love by keeping the spark
of romance alive. The thrill of romance takes drudgery from toil. It raises
the thoughts of the humblest worker to the status of genius. It drives away
discouragement and replaces it with definiteness of purpose. It transforms
poverty into a mighty stimulus and irresistible power for achievement.
It is the very essence of enthusiasm and it fires the imagination and forces
it to creative action.

91. The understanding woman sends her husband forth to his daily work
inspired by her belief in his ability, and she is seldom disappointed. Such
a woman learns the art of wielding her magic influence in order to fan
the flame of her man’s desire to achieve. Hers is truly a burning desire.
This is the secret of real genius!

THE WORLD’S GREATEST MASTER MIND ALLIANCE

92. One of the most important master mind alliances in the entire world
is the alliance between the states of our great nation. From this alliance
comes the freedom and liberty of which we in America feel so justly proud.
The strength of this alliance lies in the fact that it is voluntary and is
supported by the people in a spirit of harmony.

93. Thealliance between the states has created a greater variety of oppor-
tunities for the exercise of individual initiative than exists anywhere else
in the world. It has created the power to defend its people and the system
under which it operates against all who may attempt to interfere with
our privileges.
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94. Our nation is great because of the power and vision of the combined
forces of the minds of many people who, working in harmony, enable
industry, banking, agriculture and private enterprise to put up a solid
front. Our form of government is an excellent example of the principle of
the master mind, combining as it does the harmonious cooperative effort
of both the state and federal units of government. Under this friendly
alliance we have grown and prospered as no other nation has done.

95. Successful businesses have become successful because their leaders
adopt and use this same principle of friendly alliance among those who
manage.

96. The master mind alliance which gave this nation its birthright of
liberty and freedom consisted of a composite mind that grew out of the
harmonious alliance of the men who signed the Declaration of Indepen-
dence. Back of this master mind was the definiteness of purpose which we
know today as the American Spirit of Self-Determination, a portion of
which has served as the motivating power in the development of Ameri-
can industry.

97. No one mind, no matter how great it might have been, could have
given this nation the vision, the initiative, the self-reliance by which its
leaders in every walk of life have been inspired.

98. The master mind principle under which our countiy operates is so
flexible and democratic that it can be modified, changed, or improved
at will, to meet the needs of changing times. It serves as a dependable
pattern by which individuals or corporations desiring to adopt the master
mind principle can be safely guided. When our master mind alliance
becomes inadequate for our needs, the people who formed it can improve
it by the process of adding an amendment to our Constitution.

99. The operating principle of the master mind alliance under which our
country is governed is simple. It consists of a triumvirate known as the
Executive branch (presided over by the President), the Judiciary branch
(represented by the Supreme Court), and the Legislative branch (formed
by the two Houses of Congress), all working in a spirit of harmony, in
direct response to the will of the people.

100. This system is used in the management of the individual states as
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well as in the management of the entire alliance known as the Federal
Government. The system can be changed by the will of the people, and
the public officials who administer the system can, with very few excep-
tions, be retired on short notice.

101. We will close this section by recalling to your mind a picture familiar
to all Americans. It is bitter cold. A group of ragged, underfed, under-
clothed men are huddled around their leader. Their heads are bowed as
he is pouring out his heart in humble supplication to the Providence which
has seen them through thus far. Badly outnumbered, fighting against over-
whelming odds, they are consolidating their spiritual forces as they face
the showdown. These men are fighting for a cause which touches all our
hearts — the cause of human liberty, the right to be free and self-determin-
ing. Afterwards bloody footprints in the snow bore testimony to the
spirit of those men. Theirs was a master mind alliance which gave
this nation its birth.

102. We too can capture the Spirit of *76 in our own lives and businesses,
through the master mind principle.

TWO TYPES OF MASTER MIND

103. There are two general types of master mind alliances. One type is
for purely social or personal reasons, consisting of one’s relatives, friends
and religious advisors, where no material gain is sought. The other type
is the occupational, business or professional alliance, consisting of indi-
viduals who have a motive of a material or financial nature — in other
words, an economic alliance designed to help you sell your personal
services, your skill, your ability, or to help you succeed in business.

104. Educational Activity. No man is ever through learning. If your
major purpose in life is aimed above the average, you must continue to
learn from every possible source, and especially where you can acquire
knowledge particularly related to your purpose. Books in the public library
make available to you the entire accumulated experience of mankind all
highly organized and presented to you in concise forms. All they require
of you in return is your effort in reading and studying them. Another source
of knowledge and information too often overlooked is found in your daily
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life. By carefully choosing your friends and associates you can acquire a
liberal education in a variety of subjects by the very enjoyable medium
of conversation. This is a rich source of help, and one that you can tap
by carefully selecting a social master mind group who will find the ex-
change mutually beneficial.

105. Religious Activity. We advocate no specific religion, but recognize
the value of the contacts one may make in associating with church groups.
These spiritual experiences enrich life, and the church or synagogue brings
people together under favorable and harmonious circumstances. Often an
alliance with members of your religious faith can be of immeasurable
service to you in the furtherance of your definite major purpose.

106. Political Activity. Since the preservation of our privilege of becom-
ing self-determining depends largely on keeping cur government as it was
intended to be, every citizen has a solemn responsibility to become in-
formed on the political issues of the day and to vote intelligently. Political
affiliation is also a source of contact which is often quite valuable.

107. Social Activity. This is a way to become acquainted with people
with whom you can enjoy an exchange of helpful ideas. Here is where
your wife can be of tremendous assistance to you. A mind — to remain
brilliant, alert, receptive and flexible — must constantly have the com-
panionship of other minds. The medium of the master mind fulfills this
requirement as nothing else can.

108. An Economic Alliance. No man can achieve greatness alone. Every
outstanding success is based on cooperative ffort. For instance, take the
modern transportation and communication systems which cover our nation.
They offer services which have never been achieved elsewhere. Using the
principle of the master mind, they have combined all the resources neces-
sary to implement and maintain elaborate organizations, coordinating the
efforts of thousands of men and women for a single purpose.

109. Consider the United States Armed Forces and the amazing power
they make available through a military master mind. Recently, a more
closely knit master mind unit was formed, unifying the command of these
armed services under a single head who has cabinet rank: the Secretary
of Defense.
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110. The Allied Nations of World War II were an outstanding example
of a master mind alliance. The Allies were fighting for the continuation
of personal freedom, opposing another master mind alliance which was
determined to destroy personal freedom. It seems significant that any
master mind, to endure, must be based upon justice and fairness to all
whom it affects. Hitler and his master mind alliance suffered the only fate
which could logically grow out of their disregard for moral justice.

111. In the United Nations, we attempt to establish a huge master mind
alliance for the preservation of world peace. The member nations have
not, as yet, achieved the spirit of harmony toward which they are con-
stantly striving.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR FORMING AND MAINTAINING
A MASTER MIND ALLIANCE

112. First. Adopt a definite purpose to be attained by the alliance. Choose
individual members whose education, experience and influence are such
as to make them of the greatest value in achieving that purpose.

113. Do not form a master mind alliance just to have someone to chat
with. It will soon fade away if you don’t have a strong motive behind it,
and it’s up to you to plant that motive in the minds of the group members.

114. Your allies for this group should be chosen for their ability to help
you and them get to where you each wish to go. Do not choose people
because you know them and like them. It is an expensive experience to
learn that merely liking a person is not an adequate reason to have him
as a member of your economic master mind alliance. It is all right to have
such a person in your social or personal alliance, where his contribution
may be this very friendship you appreciate.

115. Make a careful analysis of your purpose and list the items you will
need for its attainment. Then systematically supply the links with which
to forge the chain. Each member of the alliance should make a distinctive
and unique contribution to complete the picture.

116. In making your selection of allies for this economic group, you may
have to be a little cold-blooded at first. It is no easy job to select the right
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members. You may have to select and eliminate until you get the right
ones. This is costly in time and money. You should be guided in your
choice by the things you need which you do not already have. If you need
money to finance the deal, you will want a person who has money to invest.
You must find this person and cultivate his willingness to cooperate, by
showing him his opportunity to make a profit from his investment.

117. Of course, you don't take the first person who answers the major
requirement, unless he also possesses the other necessary attributes. He
must also qualify for membership in the light of his ability, his personality,
and his willingness to cooperate with you. You cannot over-emphasize the
necessity for harmony, if yours is to be a successful organization.

118. Second. Determine what appropriate benefit each member may
receive in return for his cooperation in the alliance. At this point review
the ten basic motives of success: Self-preservation, love, fear, sex, desire
for life after death, freedom of body and mind, anger, hate, desire for
recognition and self-expression, and the desire for material wealth. Base
your appeals for cooperation on one or more of these motives.

The motive which will have the greatest appeal for most members
is one that you have in your mind right now.

119. 1It’s the desire for material wealth, or profit. If you make a profit,
be willing to divide it with those who help you. Be fair but generous with
them, and the more generous you are the more help you will get from
them. Remember the principle of going the extra mile.

120. Third. Establish a definite place where the members of the alliance
will meet. Have a definite plan, and arrange a definite time for the mutual
discussion of the plan. You will recall the importance of a plan in connec-
tion with your definite major purpose. This is the time and place to reveal
that plan to those who are your friends and harmonious associates, who
will have a zealous interest in the success of the venture. You may think
your original plan is very good, but before you get through discussing it
with your allies you will undoubtedly have discovered many new ideas to
modify and improve it.

121. 'When you have established a harmonious relationship between your
mind and the minds of others in your master mind alliance, you will find
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that ideas will flow into your own mind and the minds of each of the
members. A master mind in action produces ideas that would not come
to your mind alone. This technique is now being adopted in some busi-
nesses, where regular creative thinking sessions are scheduled for ex-
ecutives.

122. The round table discussion is the place where everyone meets, and
where each member may speak with confidence. You need have no secrets
from s