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There are powerful cultural and spiritual forces that explain...
· Why Palestinians reject peace offers
· Why radical Muslims attack Israel's supporters, especially Americans
· The role of Christians in unfolding world events
· Why, if Islam is a religion of peace, Muslims kill Jews in the name of Allah, their god

· Why the Quran calls Jews "the children of monkeys and pigs"
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"Dr. Gabriel's transformation from devout Muslim is a powerful reminder of how love can indeed conquer hate. His bold change of heart prompts him to bless the Jewish people rather than curse and hate them"
—Rabbi Yechiel Eckstein
"Islam and the Jews reveals the secret agenda that is not being told by the media. I wish U.S. government officials would read this book."
—Sid Roth, President, Messianic Vision
Mark Gabriel, Ph.D. was born into a Muslim family in Egypt and was able to quote the entire Quran by the age of twelve. His entire childhood education was spent in Muslim schools, and he earned a doctorate degree in Islamic history and culture from Al-Azhar University, the school that is the source of spiritual authority for the Islamic world. Dr. Gabriel is the author of Islam and Terrorism.
Helps for the

Western Reader

M

Y GOAL IS TO MAKE THIS book as easy to understand as possible. In this brief introduction you will learn the definitions of a few key words about Islam and Judaism. In addition, I will explain some important information about quotations from the Quran. I will be quoting extensively from the Quran throughout this book because I want you to see that you arc getting the facts, not opinions, about what Islam teaches.
Key Definitions

ARABIC WORLD. The Arabic world has been defined as approximately twenty-two countries in the Middle East and North Africa where Arabic is spoken. (All of these countries have a Muslim majority.) 

ARABS. The descendants of Abraham's son Ishmael. In modern times, the word Arab means people who speak Arabic and live in the Arabian Peninsula. 

FUNDAMENTALIST Muslim GOVERNMENT: The only modern examples are Iran, Sudan and the former government of Afghanistan. The government is exclusively based on Islamic teachings.

GOSPELS (Injeel in Arabic). Matthew, Mark, Luke and John from the Christian New Testament. However, it is good to remember that only the Gospel of Matthew was available in Arabic during Muhammad's time. 

HADITH.  The  teachings  and actions of Muhammad, recorded by his followers (including some of his wives) and collected by Muslim scholars.
Islam. The religion based on the Quran and hadith.
Islamic world. The countries where most people practice 
Islam. There are about fifty-five Islamic countries in the 
world.
Israel. The political state of Israel in the Middle East.
JUDAISM. The religion of the Jewish people, based on the 
wisdom and law contained in Jewish Scripture and 
 sacred literature and oral tradition.
Muslim. A person who practices Islam. May also be spelled 
Moslem.
New Testament. The twenty-seven books of the Christian 
New Testament.
Old Testament. The thirty-nine books of the Old 
Testament in the Christian Bible.
PEOPLE OF THE BOOK. The phrase used in the Quran to refer 
to Jews and Christians.
PROPHET OF ISLAM. A way of referring to Muhammad, whose 
revelations formed the basis of Islam. He may also be 
 to as the prophet Muhammad. This is the typical way Muhammad

is referred to by people from the Middle East.
Quran. The words of Allah revealed to Muhammad in seventh-century Arabia. The Quran is 114 chapters long—about the length of the Christian New Testament.
SECULAR MUSLIM NATIONS: Examples are Iraq, Jordan, Egypt, Syria, Lebanon and the Palestinian Authority. The leaders of these countries are Muslims, but their govern​ments are not run exclusively according to Islamic law.
Torah (Taurat in Arabic). When the Quran mentions the Taurat, it is referring to the first five books of the Jewish Scriptures written by Moses (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy).
Quotations From the Quran
The Quran was originally written in Arabic, and Muslims believe it can only properly be understood in Arabic. However, there are many English translations. When you are reading an English translation of the Quran, keep in mind that many times the Arabic meaning is translated accurately, but in some cases the true meaning is obscured by the trans​lators. Most quotations from the Quran in this book are from the English translation known as The Noble Quran (translated by Dr. Muhammad Taqi-ud-Din Al-Hilali and Dr. Muhammad Muhsin Khan). You can purchase it at Amazon.com or other places on the Internet. This transla​tion includes commentary in brackets, similar to the Amplified Bible in English. This makes it much easier to understand the intended meaning of the verses.
In some verses from the Quran you will notice the word We or Our in capital letters. The word will seem to be refer​ring to Allah; however, Islam teaches that Allah is one God, which makes this term confusing. The explanation is that the usage of We is actually an Arabic language device to show the greatness and power of Allah. It doesn't mean plurality.
Finally, when I am citing a reference in the Quran, I will use the word surah. This means chapter in Arabic.
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Prologue

W

riting about Islam and the Jews is not just a research project for me. It was my life. The first thirty-four years of my life I treated others according to what the Quran and the prophet of Islam told me. I lived all those years for only one purpose: to serve Allah, the god of Islam, and to obey his prophet Muhammad. I became a scholar of Islam, memorizing the entire Quran and earning a doctorate degree in Islamic history and culture.
In Arabic we say, "It's no crime to grow up to look like your father." You will look like your father automatically. In the same way, it was natural for me to grow up with a great hatred toward the Jews because that is the true attitude of Islam. It was an honor for me to prove to the people around me and even to myself that I was really against the Jews. I took every opportunity to speak against them, to curse them, to spit on their gravestones. I did that because I was faithful to what I believed. I was like Saul of the New Testament, who was cursing and killing Christians and thinking that he was pleasing God this way.
I left Islam and accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior, but my attitude toward the Jews stayed the same for two years. Then God in His mercy knocked me off my feet and revealed Himself to me, just as He did to Paul.
The Great Surgeon, my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, did powerful, heavenly surgery on my heart. I became a new creature with a new heart, new eyes and new brain. For the first time I recognized Jewish people as human beings, cre​ated by God and chosen by Him to carry His message to the

entire world through the Jewish prophets from Isaac to the

Messiah Jesus Christ.
My heart in this book is to help you see why Muslims have such a problem with Jewish people and what it will take to reconcile the two.
Introduction

A

fter September 11, 2001,1 wrote a book titled Islam and Terrorism. It gave the facts about how the teach​ings of Islam support terrorism.
In the book you are reading now, I turn your attention toward the place of the Jews in Islamic teaching. Again the situation in the world has pointed out the need for this book.
Wherever you see Islamic terrorism, you will hear of hatred toward the Jews and those who support Israel, in par​ticular, the United States. Watch the news reports carefully the next time there is an attack. If a Muslim is interviewed, you will inevitably hear him complain that Israel and America are to blame. They are the real terrorists, he will argue. At the same time, Westerners watch in dismay and confusion as Israelis and Palestinian Muslims fight each other, taking an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.
People are wondering, Why can't Arab Muslims find a way to make peace with Israel? In this book I will take you back to the Quran and Islamic history and show you the rea​sons that Muslims won't make peace.
Misled by Media
What you are about to read is not just something I copied out of one book. I have pulled information from many different resources over years of scholarly research. My information about Islam is based on the Quran, the life of the prophet of Islam, Islamic history and personal experience. I have a doctorate degree in Islamic history and culture from Al-Azhar University. The information I present is much different from the information you get from Western writings.

The information in Western media is very misleading. A best-selling book about Islam used in high schools and col​leges says:
Muhammad never asked Jews or Christians to accept Islam unless they particularly wished to do so, because they had received perfectly valid revelations of their own.1
The Quran continued to... urge Muslims to respect the People of the Book.2
Jews, like Christians, enjoyed full religious liberty in the Islamic empires.3
This book was also quoted frequently on the PBS special about the life of Muhammad.4 Let me just say emphatically that these statements are not right, and in this book I will quote you the evidence from the Quran and hadith that will prove it. I am amazed at how people in the West misrepre​sent Islam in the name of tolerance.
Muslims Are  Not  the  Enemy
I am not trying to make Muslims look bad. But I am trying to present the true picture about Islam. People need to under​stand Islam in order to make sense of the world today. Secular Muslims need to understand what their religion really teaches. In fact, the only ones who won't be surprised by the contents of this book are committed Muslims. They know exactly what I am writing about.
Let me be clear that Muslims are not my enemies. Muslims are my family and my people that I left behind. I love them. What I am trying to do is to help them and others to see the truth about Islam. I am a free person, living in a free country, and I can ask the hard questions about Islam, but the Muslim people I left behind cannot question their beliefs.

I do not want to cause Westerns to hate Muslims, to be afraid of them or to treat them with contempt. Instead, I want the reader to be filled with anger toward the teachings of Islam itself.
I want you to see this very, very important distinction: Islam is the religion. It is Islam that creates all the bad atti​tudes and the problems. Muslims are people who are following Islam. Muslims are also the victims of Islam. In the entire world, they are the ones suffering the most from Islam. Because of Islam, they go through life trying to please Allah but never knowing whether they have succeeded. Because of Islam, they lose their lives fighting for Allah in hopes that this will get them into Paradise. Because of Islam they don't know how to forgive themselves or to forgive others.
Hate Islam, but love Muslims.
If you have Muslim friends, neighbors or acquaintances, be kind to them. They are probably nice people living in a peaceful way and not wanting to cause trouble for you or anybody else. Most likely they do not understand Islam very deeply, and they are practicing Islam in a nice way.
Do not treat them as your enemies. Do not use your knowledge of Islam to belittle them or to make fun of them. The best thing you can do is to enjoy their friendship. Enjoy their culture and accept opportunities to share your beliefs with them in a positive way.
Whenever you are discussing religion with someone else, keep a good attitude. You must be very sensitive because this is a serious subject, and every person wants to defend his faith. But we are all brothers and sisters in humanity—we are all searching fpr the truth. When we talk and listen without anger, God will guide us to truth.

What You Are About to Read
Let me give you an overview of the organization of this book.
First, I give you a look into my life so that you can under​stand what I, and many Muslims like me, thought about the Jewish people. In order for you to appreciate how much I have changed, you need to see how deeply embedded my attitudes were. The change in my beliefs is something com​pletely radical for a person raised in Islam.

Second, I need to introduce you to the basics of Islam. Without a solid understanding, you are going to struggle with the rest of the book. In particular, I want you to see that Muhammad had a tremendous change in attitude about halfway through his time as the leader of Islam. This created contradictions in the Quran. In one place he said to tolerate Jews; in another place he said to kill them. I will explain to you how the Quran told Muslims to handle these contradictions.

Third, I will give you a clear explanation, with direct quotes from the Quran, about the time when Muhammad was positive toward the Jews. He was trying to encourage them to convert to Islam. Appendix A explains the role of Abraham and Ishmael in Islam.
Fourth, I will show how Muhammad's attitude toward Jews changed and give you direct quotes from the Quran that document this. These teachings form the basis of Islamic beliefs about Jews today. You will also learn how Muhammad personally led brutal attacks against the Jews in his area. This is when Islam's unfinished battle against the Jews began, and it is still being fought today.
Fifth, you will see how the leaders of Islam who came after Muhammad followed his example. In particular, you can read the list of requirements that Jews had lo follow in order to continue to practice their faith, including always wearing
yellow to identify themselves as Jews. In a brief overview of the history between Jews and Muslims, you will find a chapter devoted to the Crusades. When people hear about Islamic history, many of them challenge me by saying, "I understand that Islam has a bloody history, but Christians also did terrible things during the Crusades. What's the dif​ference?" I will give you the answer to this question.
Sixth, history will be brought to life in modern times. In particular, we'll look at the mind-set behind today's front lines of the unfinished battle—the fight between Israel and the Palestinians.
The final chapters of this book are for Christians. You will learn about the attitude of the church in the Middle East toward Israel. You will get a picture of the biblical way of rec​onciliation with the Jewish people. You will be thrilled by the testimonies of two former members of radical jihad groups. Finally, there is a detailed prayer guide for intercessors.
My prayer is that the Lord will use this book to help Muslims and Jews to find the way of reconciliation, to love one another and to forgive their historical hatred and ani​mosity toward one another.

Section 1

My New Heart 

[image: image2.png]


Toward the Jews 

Chapter 1
First Impressions

I

'll never forget the moment I heard them. I was playing in the street outside my house when I heard a sudden loud sound in the sky. It was the Israeli air force, flying like a dangerous bird over Egypt. The sky was literally full of planes. They were flying back and forth.
I started running into the house as fast as I could, but even before I got inside, the sky was yellow with explosions. I was so afraid that I didn't even look for my father or mother. All I could think to do was hide underneath my own bed to seek some way to escape. I was so panicked that I lost control of myself and soiled my pants. It was a horrible day.
The Israeli air force dropped bombs on my city, targeting a bridge and some buildings. Some people were killed, and many injured. After fifteen minutes, the sound of the air​planes was gone. People were running through the streets, looking for family and friends, asking what happened.
Humiliation
After six days, the Israeli military had destroyed the Egyptian military. Thousands of Egyptians were killed, and thousands were taken prisoners of war. The Israeli army took all of the Sinai Desert and marched across the Suez Canal. They were marching through Egypt, on their way to Cairo. At one point
they were less than forty miles from the city.
The people in Cairo were shaking with fear over what might happen if the Israeli military took over Cairo. Would they have the same fate as the Palestinians? We expected death in an ocean of blood.
The Israeli air force terrified people the most. The Egyptian air force was destroyed after the first day. There were no Egyptian planes to go up and defend the sky.
This was my experience of the Six-Day War in 1967.1 was ten years old.
Anger and Fear
On the third or fourth day of the war, I had a dream.
In my dream, my father took a little fishing boat and went to catch fish in the Nile River. He was using a big net. He had it spread out between the boat and the shore with weights to keep one side on the bottom.
There weren't any Jewish people in Egypt at that time, but in my dream there were Jewish people who would tie up their cows next to the Nile and let them spend the day there. One of the cows got loose, got into the water and destroyed my father's net.
My father saw that the cow destroyed the net, and he went to the Jewish man and said, "Why did you let your cow do that?" They started arguing. Some other Jews came to sup​port this man in his argument with my father. Then all of them took my father, beat him and left him on the edge of the bank of the Nile.
When the Jewish people saw my family members running to rescue my father, they left their cows, jumped in my father's boat and tried to get away on the river.
One of the people from my clan found me in the fields around my home and asked, "What are you doing here?"

"I'm studying," I replied.
I 11 said, "Your father has died. The Jewish people have killed him."
In my dream I ran quickly to my house, but I didn't find anyone home. I rushed over to the cabinet where my father always put his gun. The key wasn't there, so I kicked open the cabinet door, grabbed a gun and ran to the riverbank.
When I arrived at the river, I saw the Jewish people in my father's boat. I stood on the bank of the river and aimed at them with the gun. One after another, I shot them as they tried  to flee in the boat. In my dream it was like shooting birds.. One by one they fell out of the boat into the water.
*Can you see how deep my fear and anger were? Can you imagine what it would take to change my heart?
*The Six-Day War was the final brick that completed the wall of haired in my heart against the Jews. But this wall wasn't built in one day (or a week). The foundation was laid when I was very young, through a book called the Quran.
Chapter 2
Memorizing 

the Quran
W

HEN I WAS A LITTLE CHILD, one of the highlights of the week was when the Quran reciter visited our house.
A Quran reciter is a man who has memorized the Quran and recites it in people's homes or for special occasions. The Muslims in my area believed his reciting would drive away evil spirits, bring the blessing of Allah and protect the house from thieves.
The Quran reciter came to our house twice a week. As a child, I remember the black glasses he wore and the nice sound of his voice. My grandmother, my mother and I always listened to him together. My grandmother was very old, she had a lame foot, and she was very weak. When the sheikh* came, she would relax on the sofa and put a pillow behind her back to get comfortable. She seemed like a little girl at these times, enjoying nice stories from her teacher.
Usually the sheikh recited for one hour. Afterward my mother gave him a cup of coffee to help to take away the headache that he usually had after reciting the Quran. "While he drank coffee, he told us stories about the prophet Muhammad and his early friends and their rela​tionship with idol worshipers, Arabs, Jews and Christians in the area. These stories were often about Muhammad's

* A title of honor for a Muslim leader

battles with the Jewish people in Arabia.
To help the Western reader picture this scene, it was kind of like Christian and Jewish children listening to the stories from the Bible, such as Joshua fighting the battle of Jericho or David conquering Goliath. The difference was that Muhammad's enemy was still our enemy, and that enemy was now living in the state of Israel right next to Egypt.
My mother was very proud of the way the prophet Muhammad fought to protect his revelation from being destroyed by idol worshipers, Jews and Christians. But she was also unsettled when she heard how the prophet Muhammad took the women and children as slaves and gave them to his military soldiers or sold them in the slave market.
One day I asked her about that. She told me, "I was expecting the prophet to be more merciful with the women and children. I believe he had the right to defend his revela​tion by fighting and killing the people who tried to harm him and his revelation. But the women and children—they didn't sin; they didn't do anything against him..." My mother had such a tender heart.
The Quran reciter always presented Jewish people in an evil way. He told us, "They are the source of all evil. They are unfaithful. They aren't trustworthy. They hate Islam and hate the prophet of Islam, and they persecuted him and his early friends. They were always trying to find an opportunity to kill the prophet of Islam and to destroy his revelations."
Monkeys and Pigs
Every time he came to our house, the sheikh had something new to tell us. One day he recited from Surah 5, and I heard something that really piqued my curiosity. It was verse 60, which told the horrible fate of "those (Jews) who incurred the Curse of Allah and His Wrath, and those of whom

(some) He transformed into monkeys and swine."
I had to know more about that subject. I asked the sheikh, "Is it really true that Allah turned a group of Jewish people into monkeys and pigs?" I was thinking about the pigs that I saw in the yards of the Christians in our area. I also thought about the monkeys in the zoo and how I liked to feed them bananas and peanuts from Sudan.
He said, "Yes, my son, you have heard the Quran, which I have just recited to you, and what it was talking about. Allah told us this story in the Quran, and Allah never lies to us, my son. But the people who were cursed and transformed into monkeys and pigs, these were the Jewish people because they were rebellious toward Allah and persecuted and killed his prophets (Surah 5:70). This is why Allah cursed them and transformed them into monkeys and pigs."
This story was one of many I heard from the sheikh, and they planted a horrible seed of hatred in my heart day after day against the Jewish people.
Soon I would do more than just sit and listen to stories. My family decided that I would have the honor of becoming a reciter myself—and I began to memorize the Quran.
Memorizing the Quran
Many people in the West can hardly imagine that a child could memorize the Quran. But for people from the Middle East, this is something that is easily understood.
When I was growing up, the way of life for a child in Egypt was much different from that for a child in the West. When I was a child, I never went to a movie. There were no clubs or special groups for children. We had no library where we could go and get children's books. Until recently, there was no TV programming for children. In my time, we didn't even have a television in our home.
Of course, I played with my friends and did things with my family. But I had a lot of free time to devote to the Quran.
Starting Young
When I was very young, before I could read, my uncle would help me memorize some short chapters from the Quran. He would read the verses to me, and I would repeat them until I could say them on my own. Later I attended Al-Azhar pri​mary institute. At this school, all of us were striving to memorize the Quran, which is about the length of the New Testament. I had about forty-five students in my class.
From age six to twelve, I had to memorize about two pages a day. I had to finish memorizing those two pages before the sun came up in the morning. Every day in school I recited to my teacher what I had memorized the day before. A student who was unable to recite the new passage was usually beaten. For beating, the student was required to sit in a chair and remove his shoes and socks. One of the instructor's assistants put a belt around the student's ankles and secured them tightly together. Then he lifted the student's legs by the ankle until they were straight out, perpendicular to his body. The instructor would then beat the student on the bottom of his feet with a thick palm frond stem, freshly cut and green. It hurt—and I did everything I could to avoid it.
I was also motivated in a positive way by a desire to please my family. They were very proud of my studies.
Early Morning Study
Most mornings I would go with my father and uncle to the morning prayers at the mosque, which started at 3:30 A.M. and finished at 4:30 A.M. After the prayers, my father and uncle usually went home to sleep two more hours before getting up for work. I usually stayed in the mosque

with my copy of the Quran. Before I started memorizing the new verses, I tested myself on the passages I memo​rized on the two previous days. After I made sure my memorization was OK, I started the new material.
I read the first verse of the passage. Then I closed my Quran and repeated the verse as I walked from corner to corner to corner of the mosque. When I finished the first verse, I opened my Quran and read the second verse. I con​tinued this way until my memorizing was done.
I was very careful to retain what I had learned, so I spent two or three days a month in review. If you asked me about something I had memorized months earlier, it was there in my mind. At the end of the year, I took an oral exam covering all I memorized during the year. During the exam, two teachers would take turns asking questions. Sometimes they would ask me to recite verses from certain chapters. At other times, they would begin reciting a verse and ask me to name the surah (chapter) and continue reciting in the same place.
This was my routine all through elementary school. My cousin, who memorized the Quran before me, was my inspi​ration. Even though he went to university to study dentistry, he never stopped reciting the Quran. After I had finished memorizing the Quran (at age twelve), I started studying the commentary to the Quran so that I could understand what I had memorized.
Living by the Quran
My study of the Quran went along perfectly with what was happening in my world because the Quran is full of teaching about the danger of Jews and how much trouble they caused the prophets. (Sections 2-4 of this book will tell you this infor​mation in detail.) As Muslims we felt that this was the time to defend our land and our faith—just as Muhammad did.
Chapter 3
My Missing Brother

W

HEN I WAS ABOUT TEN years old, Egypt was preparing for war with Israel. President Nasser had launched a massive propaganda campaign, with the media filling our ears about the threat of Israel at our border. Schools taught us that the Jews were our historical enemies who stole land away from the Palestinian Muslims. They said that it was our duty as Muslims to cut this cancer from our land and remove it.
In the summertime when it was hot, people sat outside of their homes eating nuts, drinking tea and talking about Israel. A favorite topic was the two past wars with Israel— 1948 and 1956. They rehearsed the history between Islam and the Jews—how they tried to kill Muhammad, how much the Jews hate Muslims and how there is no way for Muslims to accept these people.
I often heard a particular story about Israel taking over one of the villages in Palestine. In Egypt, people said that the Israeli military surrounded the village, locked all the doors so no one could get away and then bombed the houses. They also claimed that Israeli soldiers would slice open pregnant women, kill the babies and then kill the women.
Now I know those stories were fabricated, but at the time we all accepted them as fact.

The First Nightmares
I had so internalized what was going on that I started having dreams about the leader of the Israeli military, Moshe Dayan. I had never seen a Jewish person face to face in my life, but I had seen this mans picture in the newspaper. He always wore a black patch over one eye. Many children had nightmares of Moshe Dayan appearing in their dreams as a one-eyed man with a horrible face.
One day, just a couple of months before the Six-Day War, I was taking an afternoon nap when I had a dream.
In my dream I saw one of the social clubs in my area where people would get coffee or tea and sit on the grass and just talk and play games. I went up to the entrance and went inside the door. There were no people. But I found Moshe Dayan. He was sitting on a small rock, and there was the body of an Egyptian person in front of him. Moshe Dayan had a butcher knife in his hand, and he was cutting the body into pieces.
In my dream I jumped up and fell backward onto the ground. A neighbor I knew helped me stand up, and I started running away. At that moment I woke up, and I recognized that I was at home. But I was sure that Moshe Dayan was in my house with a big knife and that he was going to cut me up just as he cut up the body in my dream.
I ran out into the street, crying and shouting. I ignored everyone around me and kept running toward the end of the street where there was an irrigation canal. I was going to jump in because I was so sure that Moshe Dayan was after me.
My father and brothers were running down the street after me, trying to catch up to me. My favorite brother reached me first and tackled me to the ground at the bank of the canal. Everyone took me back to our house where I sat with my

mother while my father, brothers, uncle and neighbors sur​rounded us.
My brother said, "What happened? What happened?" So I told them, and they were shocked. My father said, "There is no Moshe Dayan at home. There is no one at home."
They were afraid I was being bothered by a devil, so my uncle recited the last chapter of the Quran over me.
Just a few weeks later, four of my brothers, including my favorite, left to be a part of the Egyptian army that was amassing in the Sinai Desert in preparation to attack Israel. Each time a brother left the house to take the train, I carried one of his bags, walked with him to the train station and waited until the train came.
I was very afraid about what Israel might do to my country—and to my brothers. Soon my fears would no longer be confined to my dreams.
Israel struck first. The Israeli air force came and bombed us. As Egypt's defeat became quickly evident, my family and I could think of only one thing—my four brothers in the mili​tary. Three of my brothers returned home after about two months. But my favorite brother—the one who stopped me from jumping into the canal—wasn't heard from. The Egyptian military listed him as missing in action. Eight months passed with no news.
During this time, I cried in my sleep every night. My mother cried so much that she ran out of tears. All the time, she cried. When she cooked food, she cried. When she ate, she cried. Sometimes she cried without tears. At times, we were afraid that she was going crazy.
What was happening confirmed everything we had heard in the Quran. We said in my family, "Allah never lies. He told us through the Quran that we would never have peace with the

Jews until Resurrection Day."

I missed my brother terribly. He was the one who taught me to swim in the Nile River when I was four years old. Now I would go to the Nile and just sit and stare at the spot where he would lay his clothes on the riverbank when we swam1
I had a dream about this brother. In my dream he came to me and said, "What are you doing here?"
I said, "I'm studying."
He told me, "It's enough studying. Go enlist! Who is going to defend our country? Who is going to defend our religion?"
A Small Victory
One day my mother happened to meet the postman as he was coming to our house. He said, "You have a letter," and handed it to her.
My mother couldn't read, so she asked, "Letter from whom?"
"It is from the government," he said. My mother was wor​ried. She thought the letter might be saying that we had to pay more taxes or something like that. She wasn't thinking it had anything to do with my brother.
She tucked the letter in her blouse, went into the house to her bedroom and put the letter under her pillow because there was no one to read it to her. My brothers and I were at school, and my father was at work. My sister was at home, but she wasn't taught to read either.
Around noontime, my mother noticed my uncle across the street, so she brought the letter to him. My uncle opened it, read quickly and announced, "It is from the government... and it says your son is alive!" My mother cried and cried and cried. My uncle shouted, "Thanks to Allah— he is alive!"
My aunt, my sister and other women from the neighbor​hood came to be with my mother. They went in the house,

turned on some Egyptian music and danced together with
happiness.
When the men got home, they celebrated in their own
way. My father got out his rifle, stood in front of the house
and shot into the air over and over again. My oldest brother
did the same with his handgun. My uncle was also shooting
from the roof of his house.2
All the neighbors came over to see what was going on.
They knew it was either a big fight or a big celebration. My father prepared a big meal for everyone, and we all drank sharbat (a sweet, nonalcoholic punch). People came by our house for days to congratulate us.
My brother's military group had surrendered to Israel in the Sinai Desert, and they were taken prisoner. At first the prisoners had been allowed no communication while in Israel, but after six months they were permitted to send a letter. It took two more months for us to hear from the Egyptian government that my brother was alive.
Two months later my brother came home, clean shaven, wearing a nice military uniform and very happy to see his family.
My Number One Enemy
What had life taught me by the age of ten? I knew for sure that the Jews were my number one enemy. They tried to kill my prophet, they took my brother prisoner, and their planes bombed my town. I believed every problem in the world was caused by the Jews. I hated anything that was in any way remotely 

connected to somethingjewish

Chapter 4
Speaking Out Against

My Enemy

A

S I GREW UP, NOTHING IN my life ever challenged my opinion against the Jews. My opinion was just rein​forced again and again. The only change was that as an adult, I had ways to express what I thought.
Here are some glimpses of my life to help you see my attitude.
The Jewish Cemetery
After earning my bachelor's degree, I had to go into manda​tory military service for a year. I was assigned to a missile base and worked in an underground bunker that housed the operation room. Ironically, my job was to watch for enemy airplanes, particularly from Israel. I also led the soldiers in prayers at the mosque on base. There were about one hun​dred fifty people there.
During that time, when I visited home on my days off, I had to take a bus to the Basatin neighborhood of South Cairo. From there I had a short walk to get a different bus or subway to go to my village. On the way I would pass a Jewish cemetery, where Jews had been buried one or two hundred years earlier. I often walked through the cemetery and looked at the tombstones. When I found one with a Star of David or writing in Hebrew, I would spit at it, or sometimes urinate on it, and curse: "O most evil people, you are an evil

generation from an evil generation. I thank Allah that you do
not exist here [in Egypt] anymore." According to Islamic teaching, after death a person stays
in the grave until judgment day. For Muslims, the grave is a place of peace. But for evil people, the grave holds painful punishment. So I imagined that every Jewish grave I walked over had a fire burning the person inside. I imagined them crying for help.
At these times, I felt satisfaction and peace in my heart because the Quran and the prophet Muhammad told me that evil people (such as my enemy the Jews) were punished in the grave. I never imagined that the prophet Muhammad or the Quran would lie to me, so I was 100 percent sure the
Jewish people were burning in their graves. In that cemetery full of Jews, I felt as if I were walking above a lake of fire. I felt it was my duty to visit the cemetery and curse the
Jews, because the Quran says that Allah and Allah's people
will curse the Jews until the judgment day (Surah 2:159). I
was doing my part.
Many times I talked about this in my sermons at the mosque. I would command the people, "When you walk close to that cemetery, you must give Allah the joy of cursing the children of pigs and monkeys."
The Jewish Neighborhood
After my military service, I started working on my master's and doctorate degrees at Al-Azhar University. I lived at my parent's home and took a bus to a square in Cairo. From there I liked to walk to the school because the road went through a beautiful neighborhood with houses and shops. This was the area of the city where Jews had once lived before they went to live in the new state of Israel. There were Muslims living in these houses now, but because Jews once

occupied the houses, I would spit at the houses and curse at them. I would say, "Praise be to Allah that the Jews are gone. Praise be to Muhammad for driving them out." I did this on my walk to the university every day of the week.
Sermon Material
When I was a student, I served as an imam at a mosque out​side of Cairo for a while. (This is similar to serving as a pastor or a rabbi.) After Friday prayers, I would deliver the sermon.
Sometimes my entire sermon would be about Jews. The people at the mosque really enjoyed these sermons. Whenever I quoted verses from the Quran about the Jews, I would say, "All the children of the monkeys and the pigs, the most evil people in the world, where will you run away from the punishment of Allah?" Then the people would shout back "Allah o akbar! Allah o akbar!" (Allah is great! Allah is great!)
I loved to use the insulting text from Surah 62:5:
The likeness of those who were entrusted with the (obligation of the) Taurat (Torah) (i.e. to obey its com​mandments and to practise its laws), but who subsequently failed in those (obligations), is as the like​ness of a donkey which carries huge burdens of books (but understands nothing from them).
I explained to the people:
The Jews were given the Torah, the most powerful book, and they were entrusted to carry it, but later Allah found them like donkeys, carrying the books, but not able to understand them and use them for benefit. They are just stupid animals.
I exalted Muhammad's harsh dealings with the Jews. I taught:

The Jewish people thought Muhammad would be like the other prophets sent to them. They would reject, persecute and kill him. But Muhammad was totally dif​ferent from the prophets who came before him. Muhammad was the last messenger. He knew how to deal with the Jews and how to discipline them and how to give them a lesson that they never got from any prophet before him.
When I think back to how I used to talk, I am sorry that those words ever came out of my mouth. I was just a stupid person then. I was blind, but now I see.
Attitude Lingering
Even after I became a Christian, my Muslim attitude about the Jews stayed with me. If I passed a Jewish man on the street, it was to me just like seeing dirt walking in the street.
After I became a Christian, I left Egypt and went to live in Johannesburg, South Africa, I didn't have any personal encounters with Jews until one day in the spring of 1996. At the First National Bank in Johannesburg, I got in line to get some money from the ATM machine. The person behind me was a Jewish man wearing a yarmulke on his head. Because of my old Muslim attitudes, his presence made me very uncomfortable. I tried my best not to get too close to him so that he wouldn't accidentally brush up against me. I still thought of Jews as dirty and impure. I was always moving, turning my face away, trying to make sure I didn't look directly at his face.
When it was my turn at the machine, I had trouble because
of my weak English. So I left the machine and went up the
steps to the inside of the bank. One of the people who
worked at the bank said, "OK, I'll come and help you."
So he came back with me, and we saw that the Jewish

person had started to use the machine. I still had the Muslim mentality, so I said in a rude way, "Excuse me. We are using this machine now. I was standing in front of you."
The Jewish man started to reply, but I interrupted him and spoke in a very ugly way to him. "You are dirt. You are not more than dirt. OK? Don't talk too much to me..." Really— I was very bad to him. I am embarrassed even to talk about
how I acted.
He just stared at me as if I were crazy. I said, "Look—I'm an Egyptian. I'm from Egypt. You are a Jew. You understand [the relationship between us]."
There were other people in the line, and they just stared at me. Where did this guy come from? The Jewish man was shocked that I treated him like that. I'm sure he was thinking, Who is this stupid man?
The people in the line asked, "Sir, sir, why are you doing this? You tried to use the machine, and you left. The bank is not just for you. It is for everybody here."
The bank worker also said to me, "Just wait and let this man [the Jewish man] finish."
But the Jewish man stepped back and said, "Go ahead." He looked at the bank worker and said, "Sir, just help him." This man pitied me. He just wanted me to finish my transac​tion and go away.
Discovering My Guilt
Because I had already become a Christian by that time, I went to my Christian mentors, a husband and wife, and told them what had happened. My friend was Lebanese, and because Lebanon had been invaded by the Israeli military, I thought my friend would be happy to hear how I treated the Jewish man. I also wanted him to explain to me why the people at the bank seemed to take the side of the Jewish man.

I was still mixed up in my thinking about the Bible and the Quran. The Quran told me that the Jews were the killers of the prophets. The Bible also told me that the Jews killed Jesus. I hadn't yet recognized that the Jews are still God's chosen people despite the mistakes they have made.
My friends were very surprised by my attitude. The man said angrily, "Those Arab people poisoned your brain and your life when you were in Egypt. Those people have no compassion for others."
I felt very guilty after he talked to me. His wife showed me the new way of living. She told me to read a scripture in the Bible—John 3:16. "Jesus came for Jews, Muslims, Hindus, all the people," she told me. "If you are really a Christian, you must show your love to all these people." This was a com​pletely new thought to me.
She gave me another verse in Ephesians:
Put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and that you put on the new man which was created according to God, in true righteousness and holiness.
—Ephesians 4:22-24, nkjv
She said, "Just read these scriptures and pray about it, and see what God will show you."
The next morning I told her, "These scriptures show me that I am guilty." This was the beginning, but I had a long way to go. I needed more to recognize my guilt. I needed power greater than myself to change me on the inside.

Chapter 5
How My Heart Changed

I

 FACED A DEFINING MOMENT WHEN I was at a Christian training center in Cape Town, South Africa. To make a long story short, they were ready to kick me out.
I was supposed to stay on the campus for three months in a Youth With A Mission (YWAM) discipleship training school. The other students and I were to spend time in Bible study, prayer, chores and relationship building. Instead I was argumentative, refused to work, refused to eat any of the pork they served in the cafeteria* and walked out on some speakers.
There was an American lady there, and I wouldn't even speak to her because, from my point of view, Americans deserved the same treatment as Jews because the U.S. sup​ports Israel.
I knew that I needed to find a way to subdue the old man inside of me. I just didn't know how to do it. My own will power was too weak. Every day I went to the beach, which was just a few blocks from the base. I would walk by the ocean, crying out to God to help me change my attitude, my character and the way I treated other people. I could feel God's presence softening my heart at these times, and I knew He had to be the one to help me. No person could do it.
" The Quran prohibits Muslims from eating pork.
But my behavior really wasn't improving. One morning a base leader finally told me to change my ways or pack my suitcases. I knew my guilt, and I felt really broken inside.
I was alone in my room, crying from deep inside, and I felt that I needed to go to the beach and pray. I walked and prayed and finally just lay down in the sand, crying and crying. I fell asleep and began to dream.
I saw a person walking on the sea toward me. He was wearing a shiny white robe, and His face was golden. There was light all around Him. I noticed a Jewish prayer shawl around His neck.
He had bare feet, and I saw the water splashing around His feet as He walked. He came to me on the beach and then sat behind me. He put both hands on my shoulders and then spoke into my left ear. He said, "Today everything will be OK. I know you have been crying all the time because you want to change. First, I want you to humble yourself. Stop judging others. Accept anything they give you to eat in your school. Be faithful to Me, and be kind to everyone."
Then He wiped the tears from my face and hugged me with His right arm. He gently put His hand on my head and ruffled my hair (the kind of thing you would do a child), and then He left.
At that moment, a wave came and soaked me to the waist, and I woke up. I stared out to the sea and saw no one.
This was a clear message to me. God touched my heart and my brain. I felt the change. I felt the unseen power take the pain and anger away. I felt that my heart, memory and brain had been washed.
I was so excited that I ran back to the base. First, I went to find the American lady. She was in her room, sitting on her bed with a Bible on her lap. I could see by the tears on her face that she was crying. When she saw me, she set the Bible
to the side and stood up. She said, "The Lord told me that today is the day of deliverance for you. I want you to know that I never stopped praying for you during this month. I asked the Lord to help you in the struggle."
I told her, "Please forgive me for the way I treated you. I saw the Lord today on the beach, and He changed my heart."
The next test was lunch. I could smell the sausage cooking, and it really turned my stomach. But I said to myself, "If I do not eat pork today, I am not a child of God." And I did it. You cannot believe the sensation it caused in the cafeteria when they saw me eating pork.
Seek and You Will Find
This was the turning point in my Christian life. I am not saying that every person needs to have a dream to get the strength to please God. But that is what I needed, and that is what the Lord Jesus did for me.
Jesus said, "Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me" (Rev. 3:20). This verse was written to Christians. To me it says that Jesus will not force Himself into anyone's life. But if you invite Him to come in, He will.
For all that time I had been inviting Him, searching for truth and crying out to Him, so He answered me. The Bible says, "You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart" (Jer. 29:13; see also Proverbs 8:17 and Matthew 7:8).
Invitation to a Jewish Bible Study
I wasn't a perfect person after that day, but I was able to meet new challenges in a much better way. I was a changed person, and everyone around me could see that. I finished the program at Youth With A Mission.
After students finish training with YWAM, they must spend two months working on a mission project of their choice. YWAM arranged for me to do outreach with a mis​sionary couple in Cape Town who were working in the Muslim community. They befriended Muslims and spent time talking with them. Often they invited Muslim families to their house for dinner and let the kids enjoy swimming in their pool. This gave the wife the ability to visit with the Muslim woman at her house and talk again at a later time.
One day this missionary asked me to go with him to a Bible study for Jews led by someone he described as an "ex-Jewish lady." My friend said the people would be encouraged to see a Muslim who came to Christ.
This was the first time in my life that I ever had an oppor​tunity to visit a Jewish home. I had never shaken a Jewish person's hand. I never had any personal relationship with a Jewish person.
But I really wanted to go because this was my chance to find out the truth about Jews. At the same time, I was afraid because I really expected all Jewish people to hate me because of my Muslim background. I thought that the people at the prayer meeting would be disrespectful to me or say insulting things about Arabic people. I agreed to go, but I decided ahead of time that if the people treated me poorly, I would just tell my friend, "I'm sorry, but I have to leave." I hoped that I wouldn't have to do this and embarrass my friends.
This was also the first time I had ever heard the term "ex-Jewish."1 When I came to South Africa, I heard about ex-Muslims for the first time, and I understood that term meant Muslims converted to Christ. But I couldn't under​stand what ex-Jewish meant because I never imagined that Jewish people could convert to Christianity. It was another new thought for me.

Shaken Up by Kindness
When we arrived at the Bible study, the first thing I noticed was the inside of the townhousc where they were meeting. It was beautifully decorated and very clean.
The missionary had contacted Elizabeth, the Jewish young lady who led the Bible study, ahead of time and told her about me. When he introduced me, she was friendly and gave me a hug. I was shocked. This was the first time in my life I had ever been introduced to a Jewish person by name. Throughout my whole life I had avoided any kind of contact with a Jewish person. I actually considered Jews to be less than human. Here I was hugging a Jew as if she were a family member.
I was really shaken up by her kindness. Next my friend intro​duced me to some of the other Jewish people at the prayer meeting. They were already Christian believers, and they were very friendly. But I paid close attention when he introduced me to a Jewish family that had not accepted Christianity. I wanted to compare the two types of Jewish people.
This Jewish family greeted me and treated me kindly. I couldn't see any hatred or disrespect. I saw them just as human beings and nice people. This went against the picture of Jews that was in my brain from the Quran.
The Lord was really shaking me. I felt as if a volcano were exploding in my brain. The Spirit of God was inside me, convicting me and teaching me.
I was completely silent through the meeting. I just watched people, seeing how they reacted to me.
At the end of the prayer meeting, I asked to speak. I said to Elizabeth, "Jesus' most recent miracle happened here tonight. By this miracle, He united you and me to be brother and sister through His blood. No other power in the world can do this type of reconciliation between the Jews and the Muslims."
She hugged me again, and everybody clapped

My missionary friends were excited, but they didn't realize how significant this event was in my life. This moment was one of the greatest ways God proved to me that His power was real in my life. He had filled me up with His Spirit so that there was no room in me for hatred toward other people. I could still get upset or angry with an individual, but I didn't hate any more (1 John 2:10—11).
I told my friends that night, "I just wish there were some way my mother or sister could meet this group. I wish they could see the truth about the Jewish people."
My New Heart Toward Jews
I went to the prayer meeting at Elizabeth's house many times. She also visited the missionaries' house. All this time I was seeing proof that what the Quran said about Jews was false. I felt angry about being lied to about a people that had so many good qualities.
I didn't get to finish my two months of outreach with these missionaries. The problem was a book. I had written my testimony and worked hard to translate it into English with a Christian friend. The book was finally printed, and when the Muslim community saw it, they went crazy. Muslims were hunting for me all over Cape Town. They are very aggressive there. After they tried to stab me once, YWAM suggested that I leave the area.
I flew about twelve hundred kilometers back to Johannesburg. I was so happy to be back with my friends who had sponsored my time at YWAM. They were very wor​ried about me getting hurt in Cape Town, but they could also see my new heart. They invited me to speak at a meeting of Messianic Jews, which I did and enjoyed. There I met one of their best friends, a Jewish man who owned a big furniture-shop in the mall.
I enjoyed the relationship that I had with this Jewish man, his wife and her sister. My friends and I would have dinner with them from time to time. Or they would invite us to their house. They always included other Messianic Jews whenever we got together.
In this relationship 1 experienced how the Lord united me with this part of His body—the Messianic Jews. This Jewish family had a heart to witness—not only to Jews but also to Muslims. They and my friends passed out copies of my book to Muslims as they were leaving the local mosque after Friday prayers. They also looked for Muslims in the market​place and gave them books as well.
They put their phone number in the front of the book and wrote, "If you have any questions, please call." The phone calls came, and my friends started to visit these Muslims to tell them about Jesus. They also helped them with practical needs. One group of Muslims had recently immigrated from the Komoros Islands. When winter came, they had no blan​kets. My friends bought a room full of blankets and passed them out.
I helped with counseling these Muslims. I remember one immigrant from Komoros who was very difficult and hard. He had memorized a lot of the Quran when he was younger. In the end the Lord touched him, and he accepted Jesus. Then he started reaching his own people.
These experiences gave me a great desire to see Muslim converts and Messianic Jews work together to share Jesus with their peoples. It is only through Jesus that we can see a former Muslim speaking to a meeting of Messianic Jews. It is only through Jesus that we can sec Messianic Jews going to a mosque to reach out to Muslims.
Jesus Christ is all about reconciliation. He came to show how we can be reconciled with God and also with each other.

I love the words of a letter sent to me by a Jewish man who read one of my books. He wrote:
Dear Mark,
Thank God for what He has done in your life, and thank you for your stand for the truth. Though my life was not threatened when I put my trust in Jesus (Yeshua), I too was met with rejection and disdain. I was raised in a Jewish family.
Both of our peoples need to know Him. He is the only way for true peace and for us to truly love one another. I wish we had more opportunity for Arabic and Jewish believers in Jesus to stand up and be counted and show the world that it is possible.
Your friend in Him,
G.H., Michigan
The Power of God
Now you know my story. You can see the power of God at work. You are beginning to get an idea of the stronghold of hatred that is built up inside a Muslim against the Jews. Now I want to take you to the original source of this attitude, which is in the teachings of Islam. In the following pages, you will have a rare opportunity to see what Islam teaches from the Muslim scholar's point of view. This next section will clear up much of the confusion that you have experi​enced from the media. It will also lay the foundation for you to understand the behavior of Muslims today.
Section 2
How to Understand What the Quran Says About Jews 
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CHAPTER 6

The Foundation of 

Islam

W

ESTERNERS ARE USED TO BEING LIED to. Isn't that sad? Westerners expect to be lied to by advertising, by salespeople, by business leaders, by politi​cians, by journalists and others. It's a "hearer beware" world. This is why Westerners are having such a hard time under​standing Islam. Someone is not telling the truth—they are sure of that—but they just can't tell who it is.
How can some people call Islam a religion of peace and tolerance while others insist that it is a religion based on force and coercion? Both sides quote the Quran. In this sec​tion you will learn the basics of Muslim theology so that you can answer this question for yourself.
We are going to start with some basic facts about Islam, but we will proceed quickly to more specific information.
Quran and Hadith
Islam is a religion based on revelations that are said to have been given to the prophet Muhammad by the angel Gabriel. These revelations are called the Quran, and the Quran is con​sidered to be the words of God (Allah) himself. The Quran is written in first person—"I declare this," or "I did that." The J in the Quran is Allah. The Quran is the most holy and most authoritative book of Islam.
Islam also relies on the hadith, the record of Muhammad's teachings and actions. During Muhammad's life, his followers and some of his wives kept records of what he said and did. Muslim scholars later collected these records, tested their authenticity and organized them into books, which are known all together as the hadith. There are six sets of books that are considered to be authoritative. The most trusted set was compiled by a man named al-Bukhari.
Muslims submit to the teachings of the hadith because the Quran commands them to obey Muhammad. There's an interesting story about how Muhammad's authority was first established in the Quran. It involves a Muslim, a Jew, an argu​ment and a murder.
When Muhammad was ruling in Medina, people brought disputes for him to settle. A Muslim man needed someone to judge on a matter between him and ajewish man. The Jew said, "Let's go to the prophet Muhammad. He'll make a decision."
The Muslim refused and said he wanted to go to Umar ibn al-Khattab, one of Muhammad's military leaders who was known to dislike the Jews.
The Jew agreed, and they went to Umar's house. Umar said, "Don't come to me. Go to the prophet Muhammad."
The Muslim said, "No. I want you to decide."
So Umar said, "Wait," and he went into his house and got a sword. He came out and sliced the Muslim man's neck and killed him.
When the people heard what happened, they were very sad because Muslims were not supposed to kill other Muslims. What would happen to Umar?
Muhammad was sad, too, because Umar was one of his most faithful followers. Then he received another revela​tion. He told the people, "Rejoice! Allah came to me with
verses that set al-Khattab free."1 This revelation was:
But no, by your Lord, they can have no Faith, until they make you (O Muhammad) judge in all disputes between them, and find in themselves no resistance against your decision, and accept (them) with full submission.
—Surah 4:65; see also 4:59
In other words, the man who sought a judge other than Muhammad had "no Faith." He was not a Muslim. Therefore, it was OK for Umar to kill him.
When the Muslims heard this Quranic revelation, they rejoiced and danced.
Now, what docs this story mean for the practice of Islam? It means that to be a Muslim, you must submit to the judg​ments, teachings and ways of Muhammad.
Muslims cannot take the words of Allah and reject the words of Muhammad. If anyone denies the prophet Muhammad, then he denies his revelation, which is the basis of Islam. That means that you are not a Muslim. (Remember Surah 4:65 above.)
If a Muslim knows his religion, he knows this. If a person is just Muslim by tradition, then he might not understand this.
The Quran repeats this point more than once. For example:
He who obeys the Messenger (Muhammad), has indeed obeyed Allah...
—Surah 4:80
And whatsoever the Messenger (Muhammad) gives you, take it; and whatsoever he forbids you, abstain (from it).
—Surah 59:7
And whoever contradicts and opposes the Messenger (Muhammad) after the right path has been shown clearly to him, and follows other than the believers'
way, We shall keep him in the path he has chosen, and burn him in Hell—what an evil destination!2
—Surah 4:115
In the Middle East, the authority of hadith is a part of life. If two people disagree, one might take a copy of the hadith of al-Bukhari in his hands and say, "I swear on the book of Bukhari I am telling the truth."
The hadith is quoted alongside the Quran. When I was in Egypt, the five daily calls to prayer were broadcast over the national radio station and on TV. Before the call, there was recitation from the Quran, and after the call there was recita​tion from hadith.
You may ask yourself, "Why is this author going through so much trouble to establish the place of hadith in Islam?" The reason is that many people who give an inaccurate pic​ture of Islam do not take into account the teachings of the hadith. They act as if Muhammad does not really represent Islam. From the Muslim point of view, this is heresy.
As you continue to read this book, you are going to learn about Muhammad's beliefs, teachings and actions regarding Jewish people. This isn't just a history lesson. This is the answer to the question about why Muslims cannot get along with Jews right now.
In the next chapter, we are going to see how Muhammad saw Islam in relationship to the religions in Arabia that were already worshiping one God—Christianity and Judaism.
Chapter 7

Islam's Relationship to 

Judaism and Christianity

A

lways, ALWAYS, always KEEP IN mind that Muhammad lived in the seventh century A.D. At that time, the Jews had been worshiping Yahweh for almost twenty-five hun​dred years. The Christians had been following Jesus for six hundred years. Where did the Islamic system of belief fit in?
Muhammad had a very powerful way of fitting in. He basi​cally said to the Jews and Christians, "Your prophets were prophets of Islam. Your God is the same as the God of Islam."
Our Ilah (God) and your Ilah (God) is One.
—Surah 29:46; see also Surah 3:64
How can this be? How could the prophets of the Bible be preaching Islam when the first time the world heard of Islam was through Muhammad's revelations in the seventh century?
The Quran says that Islam came before Judaism and Christianity; it was the religion practiced by Abraham.
Ibrahim (Abraham) was neither a Jew nor a Christian, but he was a true Muslim... Verily, among mankind who have the best claim to Ibrahim (Abraham) are those who followed him, and this Prophet (Muhammad) and those who have believed (Muslims).
—Surah 3:67-68
The Quran refers to Islam as the "religion of Abraham"
many times (Surah 2:130, 135; 3:95; 4:125; 6:161). Also, Abraham and many prophets after him preached Islam, including Isaac, Ishmael, Jacob, Joseph, Noah, David, Solomon, Moses, John and Jesus (Surah 4:163; 6:84-86). (Appendix A explains the role of Abraham in Islam.)
So how does Islam explain the existence of Judaism and Christianity? The Quran teaches that Judaism and Christianity were based on the "earlier revelations" about Allah that came from the prophets (meaning revelations that came earlier than the Quran). These earlier revelations were the Jewish Scriptures and the Christian New Testament. However, according to Islam, the Jews and Christians cor​rupted their Scriptures and were no longer worshiping Allah properly, so Allah had to send a fresh revelation by way of Muhammad.
According to Islam, Muhammad's revelations canceled out Christianity and Judaism and brought people back to the one true religion that Abraham understood and practiced (Islam).1
Muhammad Is the Final Prophet
Islam teaches that Allah rejected the children of Israel because of their sins, and God went back to the seed of Abraham and chose a person from the line of Ishmael to be the final prophet. (See Appendix A.)
Muhammad gave clear teachings about how he saw his position among the prophets of Islam. Muhammad said:
My similitude in comparison with the other Prophets before me is that of a man who has built a house nicely and beautifully, except for a place of one brick in a corner. The people go round about it and wonder at its beauty, but say: "Would that this brick be put in its place!" So I am that brick, and I am the last (end) of the Prophets.2
Furthermore, Allah decreed that those who followed Muhammad's revelation would become the new chosen people.

You [true believers in Islamic Monotheism, and real
followers of Prophet Muhammad and his Sunnah] are

the best of peoples ever raised up for mankind...
—Surah 3:110
This verse goes on to say:
... had the people of the Scripture (Jews and Christians) believed, it would have been better for them.
Islam teaches that Muslims now have God's favor, not the Jews. Muslims are honored because they are fulfilling their responsibility of carrying Allah's final message to the world as given to the final prophet, Muhammad.3
Paradise Earned by Works
What does it mean to be a Muslim? It means that you submit your will to the will of Allah. Being a Muslim is more than accepting a set of beliefs. You are a Muslim by your actions.
Muhammad said in hadith, "The contents of the heart are reflected in good works." In other words, it's not enough to say you are a Muslim by your tongue. You have to do good works.
The Quran teaches that after a person dies, he goes to the grave and remains there until the Day of Judgment. At that time the person will go before Allah, who will put his good works and bad works on a scale. Then Allah will decide if that person can go to Paradise. The Quran says:
This Day (Day of Resurrection), none will be wronged in anything, nor will you be requited anything except that which you used to do.
—Surah 36:54

Five Pillars of Islam
You often hear about the five pillars of Islam. These are the foundation of the good works that Islam says will please Allah. These pillars are:
1. Confess that none but Allah has the right to be worshiped and that Muhammad is his mes​senger. When you convert to Islam, you must make this declaration, but that is not the end of it. Muslims are reminded of this confession five times a day because it is included in the call for prayer.
2.
Perform prayers five times a day. If you don't
pray five times a day, but you still believe that you
should, then you have sinned, but you haven't
left Islam. If you say that you don't believe in
doing five prayers a day, then you have left Islam.
3.

Give alms (zakat). Alms are usually calculated as
a percentage of income, approximately 2.5 per​
cent. In modern times, a Muslim can choose to
give the zakat according to his personal prefer​
ences. He can give to the local mosque, directly
to the needy or to people in his own family who
need help. Some people choose to give to chari​
ties that support fanatic groups. Bin Laden and
al Qaeda were funded by millions of dollars in
alms from the rich people in Gulf countries.4
Rich people spend a lot on alms, especially
helping the poor during the month of Ramadan.
My father would feed the evening "break fast"
meal to eight hundred to a thousand poor
people in front of his factory during Ramadan.

He set up tables and chairs and had food catered from local restaurants. That would be twenty-five thousand to thirty thousand meals during Ramadan month. This kind of charity is prac​ticed throughout Muslim countries.
4. Make a pilgrimage fhajj,) to Mecca once in a life​time if finances allow. The Quran says, "Hajj (pilgrimage to Makkah) to the House (Ka'bah) is a duty that mankind owes to Allah, those who can afford the expenses (for one's conveyance, provision and residence); and whoever disbe​lieves [i.e. denies Hajj (pilgrimage to Makkah), then he is a disbeliever of Allah]..." (Surah 3:97). More than three million Muslims make the pilgrimage to Mecca, Saudi Arabia, each year during the third month after Ramadan. So many people go there all at once that there are not enough hotel rooms for them, and many sleep in tents. When I was a Muslim, I made this pil​grimage one time, and I performed the prescribed duties—always in a throng of thou​sands and thousands of people.
5. Fast during the holy month of Ramadan. For committed Muslims, this means not eating from 4 A.M. until the sun sets. If you are traveling or too sick to fast, you can make up the days that you missed. If you don't fast during Ramadan because you lack will power, it's a sin, but you can be pardoned. On the other hand, if you don't fast during Ramadan because you don't believe in it, then you are out of Islam. You cannot be a Muslim and deny fasting during Ramadan.
Although it is not described as a pillar, jihad (fighting in the name of Allah) is one of the greatest things you can do to please Allah. I will explain more about jihad in chapter eight. (You can also get more details from my book Islam and Terrorism.)
Ways to Displease Allah
Now let's look at the things that Islam says will displease Allah.
1. The worst thing you can do is to believe in a god other than Allah or to believe in Allah but also believe in other gods at the same time. For example, a Muslim could never say, "I believe in Allah and the Quran, but I also believe Jesus is the Son of God." That would be ascribing a partner to Allah, and it is a sin that won't be for​given (Surah 4:116).
2. Insulting Muhammad, the prophet of Islam (Surah 4:65, 115).
3. Neglecting any of the five pillars.
4. Breaking Islamic law, which includes prohibi​tions against drinking alcohol, engaging in immoral sexual behavior, eating pork, charging interest for loans, gambling and other laws.
5. Running away from jihad (Surah 8:16).
Before Judgment Day, a Muslim cannot know for sure whether Allah will be pleased with him. However, Islamic teaching does say Muslims can get forgiveness for some sins by fasting during Ramadan and by going on the pilgrimage to Mecca.
I hope that you recognize that Muslim behavior in many
different areas of life is a result of the people's belief that their works will be weighed and judged by Allah.5
Conclusion
From this overview of Islam, I hope you remember the fol​lowing:
· Islam claims to worship the same God as the Jews and the Christians.

· At the same time, Islam claims to have super​seded Judaism and Christianity. Therefore, in order to worship the one true God, you must practice Islam.

· Muhammad claimed to be the final prophet of Allah.

· Islam requires people to earn their way into Paradise by works.

This knowledge lays the foundation you need to under​stand Islam's teaching about the Jews.
Chapter 8
Does the Quran Call for Tolerance or Holy War?
N

OW LET'S ANSWER the QUESTION WE had at the beginning of the section: How can people claim that the Quran teaches two opposite things?
· Tolerance toward non-Muslims
· Holy war against non-Muslims
The key to answering this question is to remember how the Quran was revealed. Muhammad said that the angel Gabriel would come to him from time to time and reveal verses. This process occurred over a period of about twenty-two years. The revelations were often directly related to what was occurring in Muhammad's life at the time.
Muhammad's life can be divided into two parts—the tol​erant years in Mecca and the aggressive years in Medina. The revelations Muhammad received in Medina sometimes clashed with the ones from Mecca. As you will learn, Muhammad received revelations that told the Muslims how to handle these contradictions.
Let's look first at Muhammad's "tolerant years."
The Tolerant Years
Muhammad was living in Mecca when he first began to receive revelations in 610. At this time he was a preacher, trying to win people to Islam by being nice. Even after he and
his followers were persecuted and moved to the nearby city of Medina in 622, Muhammad continued to preach a posi​tive message for about a year, hoping to attract people to Islam that way.
Let there be no compulsion in religion: Truth stands out clear from Error: whoever rejects Evil and believes in Allah has grasped the most trustworthy hand-hold, that never breaks. And Allah hears and knows all things. —Surah 2:256, Ali translation
This verse essentially says, "You can't force anybody to change their religion. The right way should be obvious." People who say Islam is a religion of peace point to this verse.1 However, they need to take into account that this verse was only an early installment of the revelations Muhammad received regarding those who rejected Islam.
Muhammad was presenting a peaceful religion at this time—a good strategy because he had only a few followers and they were all very vulnerable. But Islam didn't stay weak.
The Aggressive Years
When he first arrived in Medina, Muhammad continued to try to persuade people with words alone. This lasted for about a year, during which Muhammad converted many of the idol worshipers but almost none of the Jews. Then Muhammad launched a new strategy, a strategy based on power. This is when he declared jihad (holy war) and went out to convert nonbelievers to Islam by the sword. One of his new revelations stated:
Kill the Musbrikun [pagans] wherever you find them, and capture them and besiege them, and lie in wait for them in each and every ambush.
-Surah 9:5
This "verse of the sword," as it is now known, contra​dicted earlier revelations like Surah 2:256 above. However, a verse was revealed to Muhammad in Medina that justified the inconsistency.
Whatever a Verse (revelation) do We abrogate or cause to be forgotten, We bring a better one or similar to it. Know you not that Allah is able to do all things?
-Surah 2:106
This verse says that Allah causes some parts of the Quran to be abrogated. Abrogate means "to abolish by authoritative action," "to treat as nonexistent" or "to nullify." These "abrogated" verses are replaced by verses that are "better" or
«     ■
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similar.
The practical application of this principle is that when there is a contradiction between two verses in the Quran, the newer revelation overrides the previous revelation. The new cancels the old.
You can still read the words, "There is no compulsion in religion," in the Quran, but they no longer have authority. This verse has been mansookb (canceled) by revelations that came later.
Jews and Christians Challenged Muhammad
Jews and Christians were watching Muhammad's teachings carefully. When they saw him change his teachings, they criti​cized him: "How can you be from God? What god changes his mind? How can you say one verse today and then cancel it tomorrow?"
Their complaints are mentioned in the Quran.
And when We change a Verse (of the Quran,) in place of another—and Allah knows best what He sends down—they    (the    disbelievers)    say:    "You    (O
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Muhammad) are but a Muftari! (forger, liar)." Nay, but most them know not.
—Surah 16:101
In the next verse, Allah told Muhammad how to answer these accusations.
Say (O Muhammad) Ruh-ul-Qudus Qibril (Gabriel)] has brought it (the Quran) down from your Lord with truth, and it may make firm and strengthen (the Faith of) those who believe, and as a guidance and glad tid​ings to those who have submitted (to Allah as Muslims).
—Surah 16:102
In other words, Allah told Muhammad to simply say that the Quran is true, it came from God, and it is for the benefit of those who believe in it. This was the answer about why some new revelations were contradicting some old revelations.
Do All Muslims Interpret the Quran This Way?
Now you should be asking yourself, Do all Muslims interpret the Quran this way? Do all Muslims accept that a contradic​tion in the Quran is solved by using the newest revelation?
This principle is known in Arabic as nasikh. It means that Allah led Muhammad in a progressive revelation.
Nasikh is widely accepted in Islam. The two largest sects in Islam, Sunni and Shia, accept this principle. I learned it at my Muslim high school. I also studied it at Al-Azhar University in Quranic commentary class. I taught it at the mosque where I preached.
Many copies of the Quran have a table that shows whether a surah is from Mecca or Medina in order to help readers know which is a newer revelation.
Even Quranic history shows that nasikh is valid. If there

were no nasikh, Muhammad's followers would have just stayed with Mecca ideals. There would have been no jihad and no Islamic military to conquer land and people all over the world. Islam would have never left Arabia.
The problem is, if you do not accept nasikh, how are you going to interpret the Quran? Are you going to just choose the verses you like best? And what are you going to do about the example of Muhammad? He did more than just preach in Mecca. He went to Medina and declared war on unbe​lievers. Are you going to follow just half of his example?
If anyone denies the continuing revelation of Allah to Muhammad, they are denying Islam itself. Some Muslims who are not well taught in their faith may not understand nasikh fully, but it is still a foundational principle of Islam

Chapter 9
The "Nice Islam"

of the West

T

HE ATTACK AGAINST THE UNITED STATES on September 11, 2001 caused major damage to the image of Islam. Islam is now like a wounded lion trying to stay alive. Muslim leaders, particularly in the West, are focusing on damage control, trying to present a different image of Islam.
I frequently speak on university campuses, sometimes at the invitation of Christian groups and sometimes by my own initiative at Muslim meetings. Twice I have seen pamphlets titled "Some Misconceptions About Islam." These pam​phlets are always filled with verses from Mecca, presenting a version of Islam that sounds more like Christianity than Islam. Some who practice Islam sincerely believe these teach​ings are true. But well-educated Islamic leaders know that these teachings are part of a strategy to make Islam look good to Westerners.
In this chapter, I want to respond to these teachings. Not only do Muslims use them, but often Westerners pick them up and unwittingly perpetrate them as well.
What Is a Justified War?
While speaking at a university in the United States, I heard a familiar challenge. "Muhammad had to fight because he was defending his revelation and his people. His battles were
justified." Those who say Islam is a religion of peace often argue that Muslims are only permitted to fight a justified war. 1 The question of what makes a justified war made me think of the wars that Muhammad and his successors fought. How were they justified? I answered the student this way:
What did my country Egypt do to Muhammad that he came and ruined my country? Egypt never attacked Muslims, but the Islamic army came and killed more than four million Egyptians during the first century of Islam.2
Muslims did not stop after Egypt; they went south to Sudan and west to conquer all of North Africa. What did the countries of North Africa do to provoke Muhammad or his successors? Nothing.
What danger was Spain, Portugal and Southern Europe to Muhammad and his successors? Islam attacked them, too.
The Quran commands Muslims to go and rule the entire world and submit all mankind to the religion of Islam. That is the basis of war in Islam.
Let's look at where people are getting the term "justified war." It stems partly from Surah 17:33:
And do not kill anyone whose killing Allah has for​bidden, except for a just cause. And whoever is killed wrongfully... We have given his heir the authority [to demand Qisas—Law of Equality in punishment—or to forgive, or to take Diyah (blood money)].
I would like to point out that this verse is not talking about war. It refers to a murder that is committed in society. The verse goes on to describe the rights of the victim's family. It is part of a passage in the Quran that gave guidelines for daily life, such as honoring parents, giving to the poor, sexual morality and the treatment of orphans, among other things.
Since this verse is not about war, it does not impact the many other verses in the Quran that speak of jihad.
Are They Lying or Dreaming?
Here's another type of question I often hear. A man at one of my meetings was holding a newspaper. In it was a quote from the imam of a local mosque who had said that Islam is a religion of peace. "How can he say this?" the man asked.
I don't know this imam personally, but his statement comes from one of two motives:
1. Wishful thinking. He really believes that Islam should be about peace, so he preaches the peaceful side of Islam. He sincerely believes he is practicing Islam, but peace is not the final rev​elation of Islam.
2. Deception. Some imams will try to make Islam look attractive to Westerners. In other words, they know the truth about Islam, but they dis​guise it in order to appeal to more people. The interesting thing is that in Islam a Muslim may profess to deny nasikh if doing so is for the pur​pose of protecting the image of Islam and furthering missionary activity. This is particu​larly acceptable if the Muslim is living as a minority in a non-Muslim country (such as the United States). But this denial must be in words only. In their hearts, Muslims must continue to accept nasikh and follow the full and final development of the Quranic revelation.
Either way, this imam is not telling the truth, and he is just adding to the confusion about Islam.
Telling   Half   The   Story
Now let's look at what some Western writers have been saying. High schools and universities have been using a best-selling book titled Islam: A Short History. This book says, "Muhammad never asked Jews or Christians to accept Islam unless they particularly wished to do so, because they had received perfectly valid revelations of their own."3 As sup​port, the author quoted Surah 29:46:
And argue not with the people of the Scripture (Jews and Christians), unless it be in (a way) that is better (with good words and in good manner, inviting them to Islamic Monotheism with His Verses), except with such of them as do wrong; and say (to them): "We believe in that which has been revealed to us and revealed to you; our Hah (God) and your llah (God) is One (i.e. Allah), and to Him we have submitted (as Muslims)."
This verse sounds like tolerance embodied. The problem is that this verse is a Mecca revelation. As such it is canceled out by the verse of the sword, which is a Medina revelation (Surah 9:5).
When I read a statement that says, "Muhammad never asked Jews or Christians to accept Islam," I really wonder about the author's motives. Is this statement made out of a lack of understanding, or is it the result of pushing a specific agenda?
The books about Islam that are written in English seem designed to make Islam look nice. They are often written by Western scholars who quote other books written in English. These people have read about Islam, but they have not experi​enced it.
One of the most deceptive ways I have seen of presenting Islam is to leave out the Medina revelations altogether. That
is the strategy taken by a book called Approaching the Qur'an: The Early Revelations4
What is most disturbing is that this book was approved as mandatory reading for all freshman students entering the University of North Carolina for fall of 2002. No wonder Americans are so confused about what Islam really teaches!
Summary and Conclusion
You now know some of the basic facts about Islam. You are also equipped to deal with some of the confusing messages you have been hearing in the media and in popular books about Islam written in the English language.
You are probably now wondering about your friends, neighbors, coworkers and acquaintances who are Muslims. Do they really believe what I have just described? I will answer that question in the next chapter.
Chapter 10
Does My Muslim

Neighbor Believe in Jihad?

P

EOPLE IN THE West ARE VERY curious about the differ​ences between Muslims. They see that some Muslims join radical groups and attack innocent people while others live quiet lives as business owners in the West. They find it hard to imagine that their nice Muslim neighbors or coworkers believe all the teachings of the Quran and support Muhammad's practice of holy war.
There are between 6 million and 8 million Muslims living in the United States. Most of these are immigrants from Middle Eastern countries. The next largest group is black American converts. The smallest group is white American converts. Outside of the United States, there are 1.2 billion more Muslims. From my observations and experience, both in the United States and in other countries, Muslims can be divided into three main groups.

Ordinary Muslims

Ordinary Muslims practice some of the teachings of Islam, but they don't want to do anything difficult, like participate in jihad. They arc more interested in having nice lives, pro​viding for their children and running their businesses. They are Muslims because of their culture and tradition rather than because of strong religious beliefs
Most of the Muslims in the United States are ordinary Muslims. Some even send their children to Christian schools. Even in the Middle East there are more ordinary Muslims than committed Muslims. It would take time and motivation to turn ordinary Muslims into committed Muslims.

From the point of view of a committed Muslim, this group should be referred to as secular Muslims because they are not submitting wholly to Islam.1
Committed Muslims
Committed Muslims are making great efforts to live according to Islam. They are praying five times a day, giving alms and fasting during Ramadan. A committed Muslim may not be in a radical group like Hamas, but he could choose to cross that line at any time that he feels his religion or people are threatened.
Orthodox Muslims
A subset of committed Muslims is the orthodox Muslims. Not only do orthodox Muslims want to follow the require​ments of Islam, but they also want to do it in the same way as Muhammad did in the seventh century. They spend much time reading the Quran and Islamic books. Following the Quran and hadith, they may put severe restrictions on women. In Islamic countries, orthodox Muslims may choose to grow out their beards, but in the West they may not look different from other Muslims.
Sufites
This is the first sect in Islam that tried to transfer the meaning of jihad from spreading Islam with the sword to a spiritual struggle to fight evil within oneself. Sufism started six centuries after Muhammad's death. Only 2 to 3 percent of Muslims worldwide are Sufites. Orthodox Muslims and

fanatic Muslims reject them and do not consider them to be true Muslims.
Fanatic Muslims
These are committed Muslims who put their words into action. They are the types of people who join militant groups such as Hamas or work with al-Qaeda. They are ready to practice jihad (to kill or be killed in the name of Islam).
How to Tell the Difference
After the September 11 attacks, you could identify the dif​ferent types of Muslims according to their reactions. The ordinary Muslims were pretty quiet. In the United States, they were even hanging American flags on their houses and showing support for the United States.
The committed Muslims in the Middle East were demon​strating in the streets in support of al-Qaeda.
The fanatic Muslims were thrilled with the victory and were making new attacks, such as the kidnapping and murder of journalist Daniel Pearl, and other attacks that are still continuing.
Attitudes toward Jews
Now let's look at how these groups feel toward the state of Israel and Jewish people.
The ordinary Muslim has negative feelings toward Jews because of both his culture and his religion. He would never receive a Jewish person in his house, he wouldn't trust them in business, and he would never think of being friends with a Jewish person. Ordinary Muslims really believe that Jews are evil people who should be avoided.
This was demonstrated by a Gallup poll taken in nine Muslim countries during December 2001 and January 2002. Almost ten thousand personal interviews were conducted.
One question was about the identities of the hijackers.
Although U.S. officials say all nineteen of the September 11 hijackers were Arab men, only 18 percent of those polled in six Islamic countries say they believe Arabs carried out the attacks; 61 percent say Arabs were not responsible; and 21 percent say they don't know.2
If these people do not think Arabs were responsible, then who did it? One persistent rumor is that Jews were somehow behind it all. The rumor said that four thousand Jewish workers at the World Trade Center called in sick on September 11 because they had been warned in advance of the attack.3
A committed Muslim holds all these same prejudices against Jews. He also understands his religious beliefs in a deeper way and therefore knows the teachings in the Quran against the Jews.
The fanatic Muslim justifies many of his actions based on the fact the Jewish state exists. He blames his terrorist activity on the Jews. He makes Jews his target. In the videotaped murder of journalist Daniel Pearl, his killers forced him to begin with a brief, factually correct description of his roots: "My father's Jewish. My mother's Jewish. I'm Jewish."4
What Do These Categories Mean?
These categories mean that not all Muslims have the same level of knowledge and commitment. Some ordinary Muslims may not even know about the things that you are about to read. They have a general idea that Jews persecuted Muhammad and wanted to destroy his revelation, but they can't tell it in detail.
Committed and fanatic Muslims know these stories and use them to shape their beliefs.
Now you are going to see for yourself how the example of
Muhammad and the early Muslims provides a blueprint for the attitudes and actions of Muslims today. When you are finished, you will have a much clearer picture of why Islam is against Israel.

Section 3

Phase One of the Unfinished
Battle: Muhammad Seeks Jewish
Converts (610-623)

[image: image4.png]




Chapter 11
Setting the Stage
J

UST bBEFORE His death, Jesus ENTERED Jerusalem riding on a young donkey. The people and His disciples joyfully praised God, but the Jewish religious leaders tried to stop them. Jesus told them, "I tell you... if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out" (v. 40). Then Jesus spoke His final prophecy over Jerusalem before His death. With weeping and tears, He looked out over the city and cried out:

If you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace—but now it is hidden from your eyes. The days will come upon you when your ene​mies will build an embankment against you and encircle you and hem you in on every side. They will dash you to the ground, you and the children within your walls. They will not leave one stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of God's coming to you.

—Luke 19:41-44

Imagine Jesus standing there weeping as He foresaw the pain and suffering of His people.

About thirty-seven years later the prophecy of Jesus was fulfilled when the Roman leader Titus came and destroyed Jerusalem, and the Jews dispersed throughout the world to escape the persecution of the Romans. A large group of

them went to Arabia, and they settled in the valleys and dif​ferent cities in Arabia. They spent exactly five hundred years working hard in agriculture and business, becoming known for the swords, knives and tents they produced. They worked very hard and made good products that the Bedouins and Arabs bought from them.
The success of the Jewish community in Arabia was well known throughout the Middle East. The Jews built many synagogues.
The Jewish community in that time never dreamed there would be a repeat of the history of the bloody Roman leader Titus, who destroyed their cities and land in Israel five hun​dred years earlier. This time it would be an Arabic man who played the role of ruining the life of the Jewish community.
Muhammad's Birth and Early Life
In the Arabian Desert in the year 570, a baby boy was born. Life was hard in Arabia, and this little boy's father died even before his birth. His mother took the baby and went to live with her family.
When the boy was six years old, his mother got a high fever, and within just a few days, she too had died. His grand​father on his father's side took over care of the child, but again, the arrangement did not last. When he was still a young boy, the grandfather died. This time his care was transferred to his uncle on his father's side, and he went to live with his cousins.
The young boy tended sheep. When he was a teenager he started traveling with his uncle who was in business as a caravan trader. One time his uncle took him along on a business trip to Syria, where he met a Nestorian priest.* This false priest
* The Nestorian cult came out of Christianity and denied the Trinity and Jesus as the Son of God. It was popular in the area of Syria.
noticed a little birthmark on the boy's shoulder. He said to his uncle, "Behold, this child is going to be the final prophet for our world. This is the stamp of prophethood." Then he warned, "Don't let the Jews hear about this or see this birth​mark on his shoulder. If they find out, they will try to kill him."1
This was the first time the boy ever thought Jews were a threat to his life. What a horrible influence this advice had on that little boy. It was the foundation of his later attitude toward all the Jewish communities of Arabia.
When the boy became a man, he got a job working for a camel caravan. He was promoted and finally became the car​avan leader. He led camel caravans to places like Syria and Yemen to exchange goods.
The camel caravan was owned by the wealthiest, most powerful woman of the area. She was over forty, four times divorced, and had children. In contrast, her caravan manager was a young man of twenty-five and employed by her. But she proposed (very uncommon for Arabic society), and they were married.
The young man was Muhammad bin Abdullah, now known as the prophet of Islam. The wealthy caravan owner was Khadija. Fifteen years after their marriage, Muhammad was meditating in a cave when a being who called himself the angel Gabriel appeared to him. This revelation was the beginning of Islam.
Muhammad's City
Let's look at the city in which Muhammad lived—Mecca. This city still exists in present-day Saudi Arabia. The people who lived in Mecca during Muhammad's time were:
•      Mostly Arabic tribes practicing primitive reli​gions, such as idol worship.
· A small group of Jews practicing Judaism. Even though they were small in numbers, they had a high standing in society because they were rich from business.

· Members of the Abionite cult. This cult came out of Christianity. They followed the rules of the Bible, but they did not believe Jesus could take away their sins, and they did not believe in the Trinity. There were just a few hundred Abionites in Mecca.

At that time, there were great problems in the Christian church both in the West and the East caused by the many heresies in the church. There were two types of Christian people in Arabia—the true Christians, who were living mostly in Yemen and the area of Jordan, and the false Christians, including the Abionites and the Nestorians.
The Christian church treated the Abionites and Nestorians very harshly. The orthodox churches rejected them, exposed their false teaching and preached against them.
There was also great friction between Christianity and Judaism. Christians complained that the Jews killed the Messiah. The Jews countered that Messiah had not yet come, so they couldn't have killed him.
Despite the religious conflicts among Christians and Jews, there were no big problems between Arabs and Jews. Isn't it amazing to think that before Islam, Arabs and Jews got along with each other?
Muhammad's Reaction to Religion
As a child, Muhammad gained an inside understanding of the idol worship of his day. His grandfather, who cared for him briefly, was the caretaker of Al-Kaaba, which meant he han​dled cleaning and repairs. Al-Kaaba, located in Mecca, was the
regional center of idol worship. People came from all over Arabia to worship there. Each tribe had an idol in the temple.
After his grandfather died, care of Al-Kaaba passed to his son, which was the uncle who also assumed care of Muhammad. The privilege of caring for Al-Kaaba had been passed down for many generations. So Muhammad went to Al-Kaaba frequently. He saw the people bowing down to these statues, and he saw the businessmen who made a living by making and selling the statues. The leading tribe of Mecca (Quraysh) financially benefited from it all.
I believe this situation created a type of resistance in the heart of Muhammad. It pushed Muhammad to establish his own way of searching for God. He swore that when he grew up he would never bow down to one of the idols that existed throughout Mecca and Arabia at that time.2
Learning From the Jews and Christians
Muhammad sought people out to discuss their views of God. He became greatly influenced by the Abionites through his wife, Khadija, who was a part of this cult.3 Khadija's cousin Waraqua bin Naufal was an Abionite priest and an influential religious leader in Mecca. He became Muhammad's mentor, teaching him about Christianity. The teaching from the New Testament was probably focused on the Book of Matthew, because that is the only part of the New Testament that was available in Arabic at that time (according to Christian histo​rians).
This priest also taught Muhammad about the faith of the Jews. The Old Testament teaching was probably focused on the Torah (the first five books of the Old Testament written by Moses) and the Psalms, which were called the Songs of David. From these books, Muhammad would have learned how the people of Israel were God's chosen people.
Muhammad also had contact with the Jews in Mecca as a part of his business transactions working for the caravan.
As a young man, Muhammad began traveling to a little cave in one of the mountains surrounding the city of Mecca to spend time praying to the unseen god, seeking to see the face of the God-creator. He would spend one, two or three days at a time in prayer. His wife, Khadija, would bring him water and food. He spent more than fifteen years doing this. Then, in 610 the first revelation came. Soon Muhammad began preaching Islam in his home city of Mecca.
The First Year at Medina
Muhammad gained converts in Mecca, but they were perse​cuted. He and his little group of believers fled from Mecca to Medina, which is a very significant event in Islamic history. A small group of people welcomed him in Medina, and Muhammad set out to win more converts.
Let's take a moment to look at the way Muhammad achieved his goals. Muhammad grew up without a mother or father, so he had very little stability in his life. When he had an opportunity to be married to Khadija, he saw many benefits—wealth, influence, stability—so he accepted it. In other words, Muhammad looked for people and resources to meet his goals. When he went to Medina, he found ways to acquire those resources peacefully in the beginning.
First Muhammad addressed the two most powerful tribes, who had been involved in a cruel war against each other for many years, with many deaths on both sides. He set out to win them over. When they were converted to Islam and no longer at war, he set his sights on the power and influence of the Jewish community.
Medina was home to the largest Jewish community in Arabia at that time. When Muhammad lived there, he inter

acted with Jews every day. He did business with them, even buying some of the swords that the Jewish craftsmen were famous for. He visited their homes and ate with them.
Muhammad believed that converting the Jewish people to Islam would provide powerful assets to support his revela​tion. He recognized the benefits of their finances and their established theology. He also expected that Jewish converts would be persuasive missionaries for Islam. He planned for them to debate other Jews for him and to convert them. He also wanted the Jewish converts to use their skills to con​vince the idol worshipers to follow Islam.
So, in the first year in Medina, Muhammad didn't want to conquer, punish or enslave Jews. He wanted to entice Jews to be "on his team," so to speak. Therefore, he needed to make Islam attractive. Quranic revelations from this time in Medina presented a positive attitude toward the Jews. 

The Quran reflected many of the teachings of Judaism, such as washing before prayer, fasting, allowing divorce, no consumption of pork and the law of retribution (eye for an eye, tooth for a tooth, Surah 5:45). In deference to the Jews, Muhammad also commanded his followers to turn toward Jerusalem when they prayed
Chapter 12
The Quran's Nice Words

About Jews

I

WANT TO GIVE YOU A BALANCED, honest picture of what the Quran says about the Jews. It's not all bad. During the first half of his revelations, Muhammad received several favor​able words about Jews. The five most important ones are listed below.
 1.
The Jews are Allah's only chosen people.
O Children of Israel! Remember My Favour which I bestowed upon you and that I preferred you to the 'Alatnin [mankind and jinn* (of your time period, in the past)].

—SURAH 2:47, SEE ALSO VERSE 122; CF. GENESIS 13; 17
2.  Allah protected the Jews when they were living as strangers in a foreign land.

Verily, Fir'aun (Pharaoh) exalted himself in the land and made its people sects, weakening (oppressing) a group (i.e. Children of Israel) among them: killing their sons, and letting their females live. Verily, he was of the Mufsidun (i.e. those who commit great sins and crimes, oppressors, tyrants).

And We wished to do a favour to those who were

*According to Islam, jinn are one of Allah's creations, not human and not angel
weak (and oppressed) in the land, and to make them rulers and to make them the inheritors, and to establish them in the land, and We let Fir'aun (Pharaoh) and Haman and their hosts receive from them that which they feared.

—Surah 28:4-6

Through these verses Muhammad reminded the Jewish community about the story of their grandfather Joseph in Egypt and what happened to them through the years of slavery and persecution. Muhammad presented these stories as Quranic revelations to convince the Jews that their God was the same as the God of the Quran. These stories were meant to show that Allah remembered his chosen people and cared for them and wanted them to believe in Muhammad and to accept his revelation.

Muhammad presented nothing new. The story was already in the Bible. The Jewish community already knew it.

3. Allah chose all his prophets from the Jewish people.
And (remember) when Musa (Moses) said to his people: "O my people! Remember the Favour of Allah to you when He made Prophets among you, made you kings and gave you what He had not given to any other..."

—Surah 5:20

The Quran says that Allah honored Jewish people and chose all his prophets from them and made them kings and gave them riches.

There are many other verses that talk about the Jewish prophets. The surah titled The Prophets (Surah 21) speaks about Abraham, Noah, David, Solomon, Job, Ishmael, Enoch, Isaiah and Jonah. It also mentions John the Baptist and ends with the story of the virgin Mary and her pregnancy with the Lord Jesus Christ.

4.
Allah would be kind to Jews (and Christians) who
believed in one God and performed good works.
Verily! Those who believe and those who are Jews and Christians, and Sabians,* whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day and does righteous good deeds shall have their reward with their Lord, on them shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve.

—Surah 2:62; cf. Surah 5:69

This verse did not require Christians and Jews to accept Muhammad or Islam as the one true religion. It actually asked them only to do what they were already doing: 1) believe in God (referred to as Allah); 2) believe in the last day or the Day of Judgment; and 3) do good works. If they did that, the Quran said Allah would judge them kindly.

This verse was an affirmation for Jews and Christians, a way to build a positive relationship between Muhammad and the other religions of the area that were worshiping one god.

In this verse, Jews and Christians were not accused of being infidels and enemies of Allah. That rhetoric would come in the second phase of Muhammad's revelation.

5.
Allah would bless Jews (and Christians) who prac​
ticed the teachings of their holy books.
Verily, We did send down the Taurat (Torah) (to Musa (Moses)], therein was guidance and light, by which the Prophets, who submitted themselves to Allah's Will, judged for the Jews.

—Surah 5:44; cf. verses 46-47

If only they had stood fast by the Law, the Gospel, and all the revelation that was sent to them from their Lord,
* The word Sabian in Arabic refers to someone who worshiped God and then turned to false beliefs. In this verse it refers to a specific group of people, some of whom are still living in Northeast Iraq today.
they would have enjoyed happiness from every side. 1 —Surah 5:66, Ali translation
In the above verse, the Quran says that the Jews and Christians received their Scriptures from God. If they applied their own Scriptures to their lives, the Quran says that they would be blessed.
Conclusion
The most important thing to remember from this chapter is that all during his time in Mecca, and for the first year in Medina, Muhammad tried to make Islam attractive to Jews. In the beginning, Muhammad's goal was to find common ground with the Jews. He wanted to encourage them to accept Islam on the basis that it was the true religion that Abraham practiced. However, the Jews did not respond in the way Muhammad had hoped. In the next section we will see how Muhammad reacted.
Section 4
Phase Two of the Unfinished
Battle: Muhammad Punishes the
Jews for Rejecting Him
(623-632)
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Chapter 13
Jews Resist Muhammad's
Claims to Their God and
Their Scriptures
I

MAGINE YOU ARE A Jewish person living in Medina during the time of the prophet of Islam (around 623). You are a craftsman who makes swords and knives, and you are a wealthy, accepted member of society.
One day you hear people talking about Muhammad, the caravan leader. You are familiar with him because he buys some of the swords and knives you make. He says he has new revelations about the one true God. You wonder, Could Muhammad be the Messiah, the one we have been waiting for?
So, you go to hear him teach in the marketplace. His friends are close by, and there are others there to hear him speak. Muhammad welcomes you warmly. He speaks of the greatness of the Jewish people—how they are divinely blessed with wealth and wisdom. He praises your people for being the source of God's prophets.
Curious, you go back to hear him again. This time he is telling a revelation about one of your prophets. Maybe that is a good thing. But wait—this story isn't right. It's different from your Torah, your holy book, which your people have preserved for more than two thousand years. Who does Muhammad think he is? Does he think we are going to deny
our Scriptures and follow him based on talk alone?
You continue to watch Muhammad closely, and soon you begin to challenge him.
The Jewish people did begin to challenge Muhammad, as we will see in this section.
Unacceptable Contradictions
When Jews went to hear the prophet Muhammad, they discov​ered that often his new revelations from the angel Gabriel were a repetition of the stories from their Scriptures. Sometimes the stories were almost exactly the same. Other times the story line stayed the same, but the details were changed. Occasionally, completely new stories were presented about biblical charac​ters such as Abraham, Ezra and Jesus.
The Old Testament influence is not a small, insignificant aspect of the Quran. Conservatively estimating, the retelling of Bible stories makes up at least 7 percent of the text.* To help you really understand how the stories appear in the Quran, I have included a chart on the following pages listing the major Bible stories told in the order they appear in the Quran.1
As you can see from the chart, some stories were told in detail, such as accounts of Joseph and Moses, but most of the descriptions of the prophet's lives were brief. Little bits and pieces were presented here and there. If you only lis​tened to Quranic revelations, it would have been difficult to put together a clear picture about the life of a prophet. The bulk of the information about these people is found in the Jewish and Christian Scriptures.

* This number is based on the 876 verses referenced in the biblical stories chart compared to the 6,346 verses in the entire Quran

Bible Stories in the Quran
	2:35-37
	Adam and Eve eat forbidden fruit
	Genesis 3:1-6

	2:49-50
	Jews delivered from Pharaoh
	Exodus 12:31-32; 14:21-23

	2:51-57
	Jews worship calf; God provides manna and quail
	Exodus 32:1-5; 16:11-15

	2:60 2:246-247
	Water out of the rock
	Exodus 17:5_6

	247
	Israel asks for a king, gets Saul
	1 Samuel 8:4-5; 9:27-10:1

	2:249-251
	Story of Gideon mixed with story of Saul
	judges 7:5-6; 1 Samuel 17

	3:38-41
	Angel tells Zacharias of the coming birth of John the Baptist
	Luke 1:11-17

	3:45-49
	Angel tells Mary she will give birth to Jesus
	Luke 1:26-35

	4:1
	Mankind created from Adam and Eve
	Genesis 1:28; 5

	5:27-32
	Cain and Abel*
	Genesis 4:3-15

	7:19-29
	Adam and Eve eat forbidden fruit; shame from nakedness; kicked out of the garden
	Genesis 3

	7:80-84
	Lot rescued; evil cities destroyed because of sexual sin
	Genesis 19:1-25

	7:103-155
	Detailed account of Moses in Egypt, including stick turning into snake; the plagues; crossing the sea; the Ten Commandments; jjews asking for an idol to worship; the golden calf and Aaron
	Exodus 7-12; 14; 20; 32

	10:71-73
	Noah and the ark
	Genesis 7

	10:79-93
	Moses and his dealings with Pharaoh in Egypt*
	Exodus 7-12

	11:25-49
	Noah and the Flood*
	Genesis 7-8 

	11:69-82
	Abraham visited by angels; Sarah's laugh; Abraham praying on behalf of Lot; angels rescue Lot; evil city destroyed by brimstone
	Genesis 18:1-19:29


Quran
Story
Bible
* This story generally follows the biblical version, but there is additional material as well 

Bible Stories in the Quran (continued)
Quran
Story
Bible
	12:4-101 15:51-77
	Detailed account of Joseph's life, including Joseph's dream; his brothers throwing him into a well; being taken into slavery, his master's wife trying to seduce him; time in prison; interpreting prisoners' dreams; interpreting Pharaoh's dream; being released from prison and promoted; the visit from his brothers
Angels told Abraham that he would have a child and warned that Lot's city would be destroyed; the city destroyed by brimstone
	Genesis 37-46
Genesis 18-19

	19:2-15
	Zacharias and the birth of John the Baptist
	Luke 1:11-20,
57-64

	19:16-40
	Mary and the birth of Jesus*
	Luke 1:26-38; 2:1-7

	20:9-99
	Moses and the burning bush; Moses' staff turning into a snake; Moses' hand becoming leprous; Moses commanded to go to Pharaoh; Aaron is helper; con​frontation with Pharaoh's magicians; Moses' snake eats their snakes; Pharaoh's army drowns in the Red Sea; worshiping the golden calf
	Exodus 2:1-4:17; 7:8-12; 14; 32

	21:51-73
	A mixture of the story of Gideon and the story of the three Hebrews in the fiery fur​nace with Abraham as the main character
	Judges 6:28-32; Daniel 3:13-25

	21:74-75
	Lot saved from the evil city
	Genesis 19

	21:76-77 21:79-82
	Noah and his family spared from the Flood
Solomon had wisdom*
	Genesis 7
1 Kings 3:9-11

	21:83-84
	Job's troubles and restoration
	Job 1-2,42

	21:87-88 21:89-90
23:23-44
	Jonah punished and rescued
Zacharias and the birth of John the Baptist
Noah building the ark; bringing two of each animal on board; people who opposed Noah drowned in the Flood
	Book of Jonah
Luke 1:5-23, 57-66
Genesis 6:13-8:22

	23:45^9
	Pharaoh denied Moses and Aaron and was destroyed
	Exodus 5-14


* This story generally follows the biblical version, but there is additional material as well.
Bible Stories in the Quran (continued)
Quran
Story
Bible
	26:10-68
	Moses and Aaron go to Pharaoh; Moses' stick turns into a snake and eats the snakes of Pharaoh's magicians; parting of the Red Sea; Egyptian army drowns
	Exodus 3:10-12; 7:8-12; 14

	26:69-104
	Abraham rejects his father's idols*
	Genesis 12:1-9

	26:105-120
	Noah was mocked by others, but they were drowned in the Flood as punishment
	Genesis 6-7

	26:160-175
	Lot and the destruction of the evil city; Lot's family saved except for his wife
	Genesis 19:1-29

	27:7-14
	Moses and the burning bush; Moses' stick turns into a snake; Moses' hand becomes leprous
	Exodus 3:1-6; 4:1-7

	27:54-58
	Lot was saved; the evil city was destroyed
	Genesis 19:1-29

	28:3-40
	Moses cast into the river; raised in Pharaoh's house; nursed by his mother; confronted two men fighting and killed one; went to Midian; joined family of shepherds; sees the burning bush; snake and leprosy signs; goes back to Pharaoh; Pharaob rejects him; God drowns Pharaoh and his army
	Exodus 2:1-3:6; 4:1-7; 5:1-12:32; 14

	29:14-15
	Noah warned the people and was saved on the ark
	Genesis 6:9-7:7

	29:26-35
	Lot preached against sodomy; the evil city destroyed; Lot's family saved*
	Genesis 19

	30:20
	Adam created from dust; Eve created from Adam's rib
	Genesis 2:7, 21-22

	37:75-83
	Noah and the Flood
	Genesis 6:9-7:24

	37:83-113
	Abraham mixed with the story of Gideon; Abraham goes to sacrifice son; angel stops him and provides a ram
	Judges 6:28-32; Genesis 22:1-19

	37:123-132
	Elijah opposes Baal worshipers
	1 Kings 18:20-40

	37:133-138
	Lot and the destruction of the evil city
	Genesis 19:1-29

	37:139-148
	Jonah swallowed by a fish; spit up on land; preached to people; sheltered by a gourd plant
	Book of Jonah


* This story generally follows the biblical version, but there is additional material as well. 

Bible Stories in the Quran (continued)
Quran
Story
Bible
	40:23-54
	Moses and Pharaoh; Pharaoh killing the male Hebrew babies; Pharaoh punished*
	Exodus 1:15-22; 5-12

	43:46-56
	Moses gave signs to Pharaoh; Moses couldn't speak well; Egyptians drowned as punishment
	Exodus 5-12

	44:17-33
	Moses and Pharaoh; Israel inherits the wealth of Egypt
	Exodus 5-12

	51:24-37
	Abraham visited by angels; told him a son would be born*
	Genesis 18:1-21

	51:38-40
	Moses and Pharaoh
	Exodus 5-12

	54:9-16
	Noah and the Flood
	Genesis 6:13-7:24

	54:33-39
	Lot and the evil city
	Genesis 19:1-29

	71:1-28
	Noah and the Flood*
	Genesis 6:13-7:24

	79:15-26
	Moses and Pharaoh
	Exodus 5-12


* This story generally follows the biblical version, but there is additional material as well.
So you have to make a judgment about Muhammad's reve​lations. The options are:
A.
Muhammad was telling the truth—he received
revelations from the same God who inspired
the Scriptures of the Jews and the Christians.
B.
Muhammad repeated these stories after hearing
them from the people around him, but he made
slight changes due to having a bad memory.
C.
Muhammad was repeating stories he learned
from the Bible and adapting them as needed to
further his goal to establish Islam in Arabia.
Here's what I believe: The original source for the prophet Muhammad's   stories   about Abraham   and   the   other 

prophets is the Bible. I do not think the Quran is a new reve​lation from the same God who inspired the Bible. One reason is that the Quran and the Bible are often contradic​tory. I do not think God would choose to give new information that would contradict the record that He had established thousands of years earlier.
The god Muhammad proclaimed does not exist. Muhammad's revelations came from demons. The name Allah was used in pre-lslam Arabia to refer to one of the 360 idols in-Kaaba. Allah was supposed to be the greatest god. Some tribes used the name to refer to the moon god.
I believe that Muhammad presented stories and principles from Scripture as part of his strategy to win over Jews and Christians. If he built his new religion on the foundation of Judaism and Christianity, he could get more converts.
So why are there differences between the Quran and the Bible? I believe Muhammad introduced differences that he felt would support Islam. I think he truly expected the Jews to accept these changes. They did not.
The Jews Challenge Muhammad
The Jewish community went on the defensive when the Quran began to contradict their Scriptures. They set out to make Muhammad look bad.
One time a Jewish man brought some human bones and laid them in front of Muhammad. "If you are a prophet of God, you can make these bones alive," he said.
Muhammad had no answer, and he couldn't bring the bones back to life. He was embarrassed, and so were the Muslims around him. According to hadith, he even became upset with Allah over this. But Muhammad had a wonderful solution for problems like these—continuing revelation. He announced that the angel Gabriel gave a revelation about this
situation. First, the revelation addressed the challenge from the Jewish man.

So let not their speech, then, grieve you (O Muhammad). Verily, We know what they conceal and what they reveal. Does not man see that We have cre​ated him from Nutfah (mixed male and female sexual discharge—semen drops). Yet behold he (stands forth) as an open opponent. And he puts forth for Us a parable, and forgets his own creation. He says: "Who will give life to these bones after they are rotten and have become dust?"

—Surah 36:76-78

Then Allah answered the challenge.

Say: (O Muhammad) "He will give life to them Who cre​ated them for the first time! And He is the All-Knower of every creation!" He Who produces for you fire out of the green tree, when behold you kindle therewith. Is not He Who created the heavens and the earth, Able to create the like of them? Yes, indeed! He is the All-Knowing Supreme Creator. Verily, His Command, when He intends a thing, is only that He says to it, "Be!"—and it is!

—Surah 36:79-82

In other words, Allah said, "I'm the one who can give-bones life, not Muhammad. I can command anything to happen by just saying 'Be.'" However, although Allah claimed the power to do so, he did not revive the dead bones, and the Jews were not impressed with Muhammad's answer.

The Jews Asked for a Sign
The Jewish people frequently asked Muhammad for signs to validate what he was saying. The Quran makes several refer​ences to this. 

And they say: "Why are not signs sent down to him

from his Lord?"

—Surah 29:50

These words are just like the Jews' words to Jesus six hundred

years earlier (recorded in the New Testament).

Then the Jews demanded of him, "What miraculous sign can you show us to prove your authority to do all this?" Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days."*

—John 2:18-14

The Jews sought a sign because of Old Testament prophe​cies (such as Isaiah 11:1-10 and 25:9).

The Quran answered the challenges for signs several times. One time Allah told Muhammad to answer as follows:

Say: "The signs are only with Allah, and I am only a plain warner." Is it not sufficient for them that We have sent down to you the Book (the Qurain) which is recited to them?

—Surah 29 10    I

In other words, Muhammad was to say to the Jews, "I'm

the prophet. Don't ask me for signs. Signs in for Allah to

do." And Allah said in the Quran, "The Quran is sign enough

for you!"

Another time Allah responded that one sign was the

prophecies in the Torah and the Gospel regarding the coming of Muhammad.

They say: "Why does he not bring us a sign (proof) from

his Lord?" Has there not come to them thi  proof of

that which is (written) in the former papers [Scriptures,

 *Jesus'   answer  was   a   reference   to   his body being destroyed
by death on the cross and His resurrection three days later.
i.e., the Taurat (Torah), and the Injeel (Gospel), about the coming of the Prophet Muhammad]?"
—Surah 20:133
If you are familiar with the Bible, you are probably won​dering, What part prophesies of Muhammad? If you would like to look at these in detail, please see Appendix C. You will discover that the prophecies claimed by the Muslims often actually refer to Jesus or the Holy Spirit. Islam also teaches that most of the prophecies about Muhammad were taken out of the Bible when the Jews and Christians cor​rupted their Scriptures. (See chapter fourteen.)
The Jews Began to Mock Muhammad
Most of the Jews decided Muhammad was not a real prophet. They started to make fun of him and of Islam and the Muslims. The Quran records:
Indeed, Allah has heard the statement of those (Jews) who say: "Truly, Allah is poor and we are rich!" We shall record what they have said and their killing of the Prophets unjustly, and We shall say: "Taste you the tor​ment of the burning (Fire)."
—Surah 3:181
Among those who are Jews, there are some who dis​place words from (their) right places and say: "We hear your word (O Muhammad) and disobey," and "Hear and let you (O Muhammad) hear nothing." And Raina with a twist of their tongues and as a mockery of the religion (Islam).
—Surah 4:46
The Jews really were making fun of Muhammad, saying, "We hear and disobey." They insulted him verbally and in other ways.
Woman Poisons the Prophet
The Jews in Medina began to see Muhammad as a dangerous threat that needed to be eliminated.2 The most well-known attempt to kill him was by a Jewish woman who tried to poison him.
I remember from my childhood that our Quran reciter loved to tell this story and embellished it quite a bit to make it exciting. But here I am going to tell the story as it is recorded in Islamic history.
Remember that Muhammad first approached the Jews of Medina with persuasive words. He had friendly relationships with some of them. It would not be unusual for him to eat a meal with them. This story is set in the context of Muhammad eating a meal prepared by a Jewish woman named Zaineb.
Zaineb prepared a lamb on the barbecue. She found out that the prophet liked to eat the shoulder of the lamb the most. So she put extra poison on the shoulder meat, but she poisoned the whole lamb as well.
She brought out the meat and served it to Muhammad and one of his friends. Muhammad took some of the shoulder meat and began to eat it, but he tasted something unusual with the meat. He took it out of his mouth and threw it away. But his friend liked the meat and ate it. He later died from the poison.
Muhammad was furious with Zaineb. He had one of his followers kill her. Muhammad believed that the poison he ate bothered him for the rest of his life. In his last time of sickness, before his death, the sister of the man who died from the poisoned lamb came to visit him. Muhammad told her, "O Ombasheer, what you see in me now |my illness 1 is the result of my eating from the lamb that I ate with your brother."3

Muslims believe that the poison weakened Muhammad's body and caused him to have stomach problems. They can't agree whether the poison really killed him.
To them, this incident is proof that the Jews hated the prophet and were jealous of him and wanted to destroy him. To them it was just one more example of how the Jews opposed the prophets of Allah and how Allah protected Muhammad.
Muslims do not try to see things from the Jewish perspec​tive. They do not consider the fact that after the Jews rejected Islam, they felt threatened by Muhammad and wanted to protect themselves. Muslims just think Jews are thoroughly evil

Chapter 14
The Quran Cancels the Kind Words About the Jews
A

FTER ABOUT A YEAR IN Medina, Muhammad had only converted a few Jews to Islam. The great majority of them rejected him completely. The Quran comments:
Allah has cursed them for their disbelief, so they believe not except a few.
—Surah 4:46; cf. Surah 26:196-197
In the next few pages we will see how Muhammad reacted to their rejection. He began receiving more revelations about the Jews, revelations that took away the kind words that were spoken earlier. Let's look specifically at how five kind words of the Quran were reversed. Then we'll look in detail at a major accusation, which was that the Jews changed the words of the Old Testament in order to deny the teachings of Islam.
1. Allah cursed the Jewish people because of their trans​gressions.
Those among the Children of Israel who disbelieved were cursed by the tongue of Dawud (David) and Isa (Jesus), son of Maryam (Mary). That was because they disobeyed (Allah and his messengers) and were ever transgressing beyond bounds.
—Surah 5:78
The earlier revelation said the Jews were Allah's chosen people (Surah 2:47).
2. Allah transformed Jews into monkeys and pigs as punishment for their wrongdoing.
So when they [the Jews] exceeded the limits of what they were prohibited, We said to them: "Be you mon​keys, despised and rejected."

—Surah 7:166

Shall I inform you of something worse than that, regarding the recompense from Allah: those (Jews) who incurred the Curse of Allah and His Wrath, and those of whom (some) He transformed into monkeys and swines...

—SURAH 5:60
And indeed you knew those amongst you [children of Israel] who transgressed in the matter of the Sabbath (i.e. Saturday). We said to them: "Be you monkeys, despised and rejected."

—Surah 2:65

Muslims interpret this to mean that Jews were literally turned into animals.1 But there is no information in the Quran or in the Islamic history to answer the basic questions:

1) When did Allah transform Jews into monkeys and pigs?
2) Where did Allah transform Jews into monkeys and pigs?

3) Did Allah do that to the whole Jewish nation or just some of them? I never found any evidence that something like this happened to the Jewish people during their history.

The earlier revelations spoke of Allah protecting the Jews (in Egypt, for example), not punishing them by turning them into animals.
3.
Allah condemns the Jews for killing the prophets.
Why then have you killed the Prophets of Allah afore​time, if you indeed have been believers?

—Surah 2:91

Verily, We took the covenant of the Children of Israel and sent Messengers to them. Whenever there came to them a Messenger with what they themselves desired not,—a group of them they called liars, and others among them they killed. They thought there would be no Fitnah (trial or punishment), so they became blind and deaf...

—Surah 5:70-71

The earlier revelation praised the Jews for being the source of all Allah's prophets.
4.
Islam is the final religion and the Quran is the last tes​
tament; therefore, Jews and Christians must convert.
And whoever seeks a religion other than Islam, it will never be accepted of him, and in the Hereafter he will be one of the losers.

—Surah 3:85

The earlier revelation said that Jews and Christians were only required to believe in God and do good works. They did not have to convert to Islam.
5.
The Jewish people corrupted the books of God.
The new revelations accused them of ruining their holy books and taking out the parts that spoke of Muhammad.

A party of them (Jewish rabbis) used to hear the Word of Allah [the Taurat (Torah)], then they used to change it knowingly after they understood it.

—Surah 2:75; cf. verses 76-79

They [the Jews] change the words from their (right) places and have abandoned a good part of the Message that was sent to them.
—Surah 5:13
The earlier revelation encouraged Jews and Christians to practice the teachings of their books.
The Corruption of the Scriptures
I need to make a few extra comments about the corruption of Scriptures. This belief in Islam is very important because it explains for Muslims why the Bible says so little about Muhammad and also why there are contradictions between the Bible and the Quran.
The corruption of Scripture raises a lot of questions. Where are the original, uncorrupted copies? Muslims say, "They disappeared." They have nothing to show what the original books said. They cannot say when the corruption happened—just that it was long before the days of Muhammad. They can't say who did it or what was changed. There is no proof at all.
Muslim scholars theorize that Christians took out the parts of the New Testament that prophesied Muhammad would come. They say that Christians added in parts about the Trinity, Jesus being God's son, Jesus dying on the cross and salvation by the blood of Jesus.
For the Old Testament, they say the Jews took out the parts that hurt the reputation of Jews, especially parts about them killing the prophets and being turned into monkeys and pigs as punishment. Muslim scholars also say that the differences between stories in the Quran and the Old Testament were due to the Jews changing their Scriptures.
Muslim scholars say there are still a few verses left in the Old and New Testaments that speak of the final prophet,
Muhammad. I heard about these verses when I was a Muslim, but I never looked at a Bible to read them in con​text. Only those who specialized in Quranic commentary would do that. (My major was Islamic culture and history.) If you are interested in seeing these verses, you can refer to Appendix C. People who understand Judaism or Christianity will immediately recognize that Muslim scholars misinter​pret these verses.
Conclusion
In this chapter you have seen how the good words about the Jews were canceled. You also learned about the key Muslim claim that Jews and Christians corrupted the Bible, which made it necessary for Allah to send the Quran. In the next chapter you will see how the Quran continued to expand the case against the Jews.
Chapter 15
Expanding the Case 

Against the Jews
M

UHAMMAD HAD decided THE Jews WERE his enemy, and the new Quranic revelations were providing plenty of evidence against them. The following verses from the Quran are the foundation of much of the hatred in the Islamic world toward Jews.
1.
The Quran says that the Jews are the greatest enemies
of Islam.
Verily, you will find the strongest among men in enmity to the believers (Muslims) the Jews and those who are Al-Mushrikun |idolaters, polytheists, disbelievers in the Oneness of Allah, pagans]...
—SURAH 5:82
This verse speaks of both Jews and idol worshipers; how​ever, the idol worshipers did not prove to be much of a threat to Muhammad because they quickly converted to Islam. Therefore, Jews were known as the number one enemy of Islam because they continued to resist being converted.
2.
The Quran says that Jewish people do not love Muslims
and will not love a Muslim until he converts to Judaism.
Never will the Jews nor the Christians be pleased with you (O Muhammad) till you follow their religion.
—Surah 2:120
3. The Quran says that Jews start wars and cause trouble in the earth.
We have put enmity and hatred amongst them [the Jews] till the Day of Resurrection. Every time they kin​dled the fire of war, Allah extinguished it; and they (ever) strive to make mischief on the earth.

—Surah 5:64; cf. verse 67

This idea that Jews are behind all wars is espoused throughout the Islamic world. One example is this excerpt from the covenant of Hamas, the Islamic jihad group that sponsors many suicide bombings in Israel. 1
They [the Jews] stood behind World War I... and formed the League of Nations through which they could rule the world. They were behind World War II, through which they made huge financial gains.. .There is no war going on anywhere without them having their finger in it.

—Article 22 from the Covenant of Hamas'
4.
The Quran condemns both Jews and Christians for
saying Allah has a son. The Quran claims that Jews call
Ezra the son of God (which they don't).
And the Jews say: 'Uzair (Ezra) is the son of Allah, and the Christians say: Messiah is the son of Allah. That is their saying with their mouths, resembling the saying of those who disbelieved aforetime. Allah's Curse be on them, how they are deluded away from the truth!

—Surah 9:30; CF. 5:73; 4:159

5.
The Quran condemns Jews and Christians for saying
they are children of God. In Islam it is blasphemy to say,
"I am a child of God."
And (both) the Jews and the Christians say: "We arc the
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children of Allah and His loved ones." Say: "Why then does He punish you for your sins?" Nay, you are but human beings of those He has created...

—Surah 5:18

6.
The Quran says the Jews are cursed because they
accused Allah of having a weak hand.
The Jews say: "Allah's hand is tied up (i.e. He does not give and spend of His Bounty)." Be their hands tied up and be they accursed for what they uttered.

—Surah 5:64

7.
The Quran says that Jews love the present life of this
world and do not care about things of eternity.
And verily, you will find them (the Jews) the greediest of mankind for life... Everyone of them wishes he could be given a life of a thousand years. But the grant of such life will not save him even a little from (due) punishment.

—Surah 2:96

From the Islamic point of view, one of the worst things a person can do is to forget eternity and focus on this present life.

8.
The Quran says that Jewish people claim to have
killed the Messiah.
This accusation really doesn't make any sense. The Jews didn't even believe the Messiah had come, so they certainly were not telling people that they had killed him.

And because of their [the Jews] saying (in boast), "We killed Messiah 'Isa (Jesus)> son of Maryam (Mary), the Messenger of Allah,"—but they killed him not, nor cru​cified him, but it appeared so to them [the resemblance of 'Isa (Jesus) was put over another man (and they

killed that man)]...

—Surah 4:157

This verse points to the corruption and lack of sensibility in the Quran. This verse is a lie against both the Jews and Christians. It presents a false picture that the Jews accepted Jesus as Messiah, and it denies that the real Jesus was crucified.
Conclusion
According to the above points, the Quran concluded that the Jewish people were no longer the chosen people of Allah (Surah 3:110). The followers of Islam were now the chosen people who had the job of protecting the one true religion.
The Quran's statements about the Jews became increas​ingly aggressive and hostile. In the next chapter, you will see that the revelations finally led up to Muhammad declaring war on all the Jews of Arabia.

Chapter 16
Muhammad Prepares to
Drive the Jews Out of
Arabia
T

HE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN MUHAMMAD AND THE Jews is like a relationship between two friends that went sour. One of the friends is affected so much that he becomes obsessed, saying bad things about his old friend and forget​ting the good things he said earlier.
In my opinion, if the Christians and Jews of Mecca or Medina had converted to Islam, there never would have been holy war. If the Christians and Jews had accepted Muhammad's revelations, then Muhammad would have con​tinued to use the strategy of persuasive preaching. But their rejection made Muhammad feel that he was surrounded by his enemies and needed to protect himself and his revelation of Islam. At first he gathered power as a means of self-defense, but later its purpose was to force submission from those who rejected his message.
Rejecting the Jews
As Muhammad's frustration grew with the rejection from the Jews of Medina, he received a revelation that warned Muslims not to be friends with Jews.
O you who believe! Take not as friends the people who incurred the Wrath of Allah (i.e. the Jews). Surely, they
have despaired of (receiving any good in) the Hereafter.
—Surah 60:13
Previously, Muhammad instructed his followers to face Jerusalem to pray. In January 624 he changed direction to face Mecca. The Quran comments:
And from wheresoever you start forth (for prayers), turn your face in the direction of Al-Masjid-Al-Haratn (at Makkah), that is indeed the truth from your Lord. And Allah is not unaware of what you do.
—Surah 2:149
These words directed Muslims to face the sacred mosque in Mecca, where the Kaaba was located.
Threatening the Jews
As Muhammad's frustration grew, he started making severe threats to Jews and Christians in an attempt to get them to convert. Here is an example of one of those threats.
O you who have been given the Scripture (Jews and Christians)! Believe in what We have revealed (to Muhammad) confirming what is (already) with you, before We efface faces (by making them like the back of necks; without nose, mouth, eyes) and turn them hind-wards, or curse them as We cursed the Sabbath-breakers. And the commandment of Allah is always executed.
—Surah 4:47
Declaring the Verse of the Sword
Finally, Muhammad declared he had received new revela​tions that showed the final picture of the relationship between Islam and those who do not accept Islam, especially the Jews and the Christians.1 At that time, the world started to hear a revelation called the verse of the sword.
Muhammad Prepares to Drive the Jews Out of Arabia
Kill the Mushrikun [unbelievers] wherever you find them, and capture them and besiege them, and lie in wait for them in each and every ambush. But if they repent and perform As-Salat (lqamat-as-Salat) [the five ritual prayers per day], and give Zakat [alms], then leave their way free. Verily, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.
—Surah 9:5
This verse commanded Muslims to go before every single Jewish person (as well as every other kind of unbeliever) on earth and to submit him to Islam. Submission meant he must convert and accept Muhammad as the prophet of Allah or pay a tax for remaining in his faith. If he refused, the sword would cut his neck.
From Islamic history we know that this verse focuses par​ticularly on Jews and Christians. That's because after Muhammad's successful invasion of Mecca, most of the idol worshipers had already accepted Islam. The idol worshipers didn't feel that their idols were worth dying for. However, the Jews and Christians were still clinging to their faiths. Keep in mind that the Christians were a small group, not even practicing a pure form of Christianity. So they were not very important to Muhammad. But the Jews—they were the ones that he wanted to subdue. They had a lot of wealth, they were openly resisting his preaching, and they were trying to partner with Muhammad's enemies.
After the verse of the sword, it was now the duty of Muslims to kill those who refused to believe in Islam or to pay the tax. The wealthy Jews paid the tax and continued to practice Judaism. Some of the poorer Jews could not pay the tax, but they refused to accept Islam. They were killed.
Allah Will Fight Against the Jews
The Quran says that Allah would use the Muslims to punish

the Jews. Muslims would experience healing in their hearts from serving Allah this way.
Fight against them so that Allah will punish them by your hands and disgrace them and give you victory over them and heal the breasts of a believing people, and remove the anger of their (believers') hearts. Allah accepts the repentance of whom He wills. Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise.
—Surah 9:14-15
In modern times, we have seen Muslims experience this kind of satisfaction from fighting Israel and her allies. Palestinians and other Muslims in the Middle East were dancing with joy in the streets after the events of September 11, 2001. They receive peace and satisfaction from the deaths of people who support Israel. The attacks tem​porarily relieved the anger in the Muslims' hearts over the existence of the modern state of Israel.
All Religions Other Than Islam Must Be Destroyed
The final revelations of the Quran commanded Muslims to destroy any form of religion that was not submitted to Allah. It became their duty to go and kill Jews, Christians and any other non-Muslims. The goal was to make Islam the only reli​gion controlling the world.
And fight them until there is no more Fitnab (disbelief and polytheism, i.e. worshiping others besides Allah) and the religion (worship) will be for Allah Alone (in the whole of the world]. But if they cease (worshiping others besides Allah), then certainly, Allah is All-Seer of what they do.
—Surah 8:39
The only way to stop being the object of attack is to stop worshiping other gods besides Allah.
Conclusion
In the past four chapters you saw progressive revelation (nasikh) in action. At first, Muhammad's revelations were favorable toward Jews. Then the revelations began to cancel out the favorable words. Finally the revelations called for Muslims to reject the Jews and to convert them by the sword. These were not just idle words. Let's see what Muhammad did personally to the Jewish tribes in his area.
Chapter 17
The Arabian Holocaust

T

HERE WERE THREE MAJOR JEWISH TRIBES in Medina, and they all suffered at the hands of the prophet of Islam. I can tell you that what happened to the Jews was bad, but I want to show you it was bad. I want you to know exactly what Muhammad did and recorded for Islamic history. This chapter will cover three major events:
· The revenge Muhammad took on a Jewish vil​lage where someone tried to assassinate him (the Nadir tribe, 625)

· The slaughter of hundreds from a Jewish tribe that assisted Mecca in an unsuccessful attack against Muhammad (the Qurayzah tribe, 627)

· The conquest of the Jews who had fled to the nearby village of Khaybar (628) 1
May I remind you of something here? You arc about to read about the actions of Muhammad. This is the founder of Islam. This is not somebody who is reinterpreting the holy books of Islam years after they were written. He is the one who received the revelation. He is the one who is the best Muslim. Look at the example that Muhammad set!
Setting the Stage
To understand the situation,  it helps to know about
Muhammad's battles up to this point.
After he left Mecca, no one from Mecca followed him or harmed him. They let him go. But Muhammad went to ambush one of the Meccan caravans returning from Syria. This attack was more than just damage to their business; it was an attack against their survival. The caravans went out only twice a year. They returned with food, sugar, salt and clothing that the people needed to survive. Mecca was in a desert where they couldn't produce very much food, so they really depended on trade. If Muhammad had succeeded in his attack on the caravan, Mecca would have suffered from many shortages.
As it was, the Meccan caravan heard about Muhammad's plot and avoided the place where he was waiting in ambush. The people of Mecca decided, however, that Muhammad needed to be punished for his actions. They went to fight him, and the two parties met in the valley of Badr. Muhammad and his forces won a surprise victory (Battle of Badr, 624). This made him the strongest leader in Arabia.
Destroying the Date Palms of the Nadir Tribe (625)
Muhammad was not always hostile to this Jewish tribe. He was friendly with some of the people of the Nadir ["NAY deer"] tribe and sometimes visited their homes. Islamic history says that one time a Jewish man went up to the house Muhammad was visiting and tried to throw a rock at Muhammad to kill him. Muhammad wasn't hurt, but Muhammad said he received a revelation about what that man was trying to do, so he left the village and went back to Medina. He told the Muslim people what happened. A few days later Muhammad com​manded his people to prepare for jihad and the conquest of the Nadir tribe.2
Muhammad and his military put the village under siege for six nights to force the villagers to come out. The Jewish vil​lagers were prepared to fight, and they had built bunkers all around the city.3 Instead of fighting them, Muhammad instructed his soldiers to cut down all of the palm trees around the village and burn them.
These trees weren't just for looks. They were date palms, the source of livelihood for this tribe.4 The Jewish people in the village shouted, "O Muhammad, you had prohibited people to burn trees in a village. Why do you do this to us?"5 Some of the Muslim soldiers weren't happy that Muhammad forced them to destroy the date palms. But the Jewish people surrendered and asked Muhammad to let I hem leave the village with their basic necessities—cows, camels, food and clothing. Muhammad agreed to this, but he did not allow them to take their weapons.
When the people left their village, according to Islamic history, the women and children were singing and clapping and reciting psalms.6 The Jews wanted to let Muhammad and his people know that they stood behind their God—the (iod of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob—and they were not going to give up their faith. The people went to another Jewish vil​lage to the north of Medina called Khaybar.
Muhammad confiscated all the villagers' money and divided it amongst his soldiers.7
Later, Muhammad told his people that Allah was rejoicing in heaven over what he did to the Jewish people. Allah sent a Quranic chapter to Muhammad about this event. This is Surah 59, called "The Gathering." It mentions many details, including the destruction of the palm trees, the Jews going into exile and distribution of the booty.
Massacre of the Men

of the Qurayzah Tribe (627)
After what happened to the Nadir tribe, the people of the Qurayzah ["Kor RAY zuh"] tribe, who were still living in the area, recognized that Muhammad was a threat to their lives, if not today, then tomorrow. In defense of their future, they decided to work together with the people of Mecca to try to overthrow Muhammad.
Muhammad heard about the impending attack and asked one of his friends for advice. This friend suggested that Muhammad dig a trench all around Medina, which he did. When the Meccan army came, they could not get past the trench. They shot arrows at Medina, and Muhammad's forces shot arrows back. It was actually a very light battle. After a while, the Meccan army decided that it could not get past the trench, and it retreated.
Allah Calls for Revenge
After this battle, Muhammad said that the angel Gabriel came one afternoon to him in the form of a man wearing a head cover and riding a mule. Gabriel asked, "Did you leave your weapon behind [at the Battle of the Trench]? Why don't you get your sword and the jihad will continue... The angels of Allah never put their swords away. They are always ready to join you. Allah has commanded you to go to the children of Qurayzah, and I am going before you to them and I will shake the village."
It was almost time for the third prayer of the day. Muhammad went to the mosque and announced, "No one is going to do the third prayer here [in Medina]. We are going to do it in the village of the Qurayzah tribe." All Muslims understood this to mean they would go that day to attack the Qurayzah.8
Muhammad believed that Allah would help him defeat this last Jewish tribe. After they arrived at the village, Muhammad asked his soldiers, "Did you see anyone walking in front of you on the way here?"
They replied, "Yes, a man named De-hayah Al-Kalbi. He was riding a mule." This was a real person living in Medina that everyone recognized.
Muhammad responded, "This is the angel Gabriel who came in the form of this man to shake the Jewish village and put fear in the hearts of the Jewish people."9
The Jews Surrender and Are Slaughtered
Muhammad and his military put the village under siege for twenty-five days. The Jews were tired and afraid that Muhammad would kill them all. They realized that he would not leave until they surrendered, so they asked to sur​render under the same terms as the people of Nadir, who were permitted to leave their village and take along the necessities of life.
However, after the Jews surrendered, Muhammad asked the leader of the pagan converts in Medina what he should do with the Jewish people. This man answered, "My judg​ment is to kill the men and divide the money, women and children among the soldiers."
Muhammad agreed and told his friend, "You judged them with the judgment of Allah."10
Muhammad went to Medina's marketplace and com​manded his people to dig trenches. Then they told all the jewish men to march into these trenches.
As they were going, the Jewish people said to the leader of t heir tribe, "Look at what Muhammad is doing to us. Where do you think they are going to take us, and what do you think thcy are going to do to us?"
Their leader replied, "He is taking us to our deaths." Indeed he was. Muhammad and his people killed between eight hundred and nine hundred Jewish men that day.11 Their form of death was to cut the men's necks with swords and let them bleed to death quickly. Then they buried the bodies in the trenches. The first part of the advice from Muhammad's friend had been accomplished. Now they turned to the second part.
Women and Children Sold As Slaves
The prophet Muhammad took the money, women and chil​dren. First he kept 20 percent for himself. Then he divided the rest among his soldiers. Islamic history records that a sol​dier without a horse got one share. A soldier with a horse got three shares.12 The record also describes how one man used his share of the spoils. He took the money, women and chil​dren that he received to a nearby city to exchange them for horses and swords. The Jewish women and children were merely property that was sold to buy more tools of war.
Lessons Learned
What can we see from this piece of the history between Muhammad and the Jews?
· Muhammad attacked first. After he went to
Medina, the people of Mecca left him alone.
Muhammad started the battles and retaliations
when he ambushed Mecca's caravan.
· The Jews were acting in self-defense. They were
not trying to take money, land or houses from
anybody else. They were just trying to protect
what they had.
· Muhammad believed Allah was helping him in
his attack against the Jews.
After the attacks you have just read about, there were only a few Jews remaining in the area, who were living in the vil-lage of Khaybar ["KAY bar"], where they had gone after being expelled from Medina earlier. Muhammad turned his attention to them the following year.
Driving Jews Out of the Village of Khaybar (628)
Muhammad and his military arrived at Khaybar in the night​time, and he commanded his people to lay siege to the village. That night he told his army, "Tomorrow morning I will give the authority to command the military in this battle to one who loves Allah and his messenger, and Allah and his messenger love him." Everyone was hoping to be the one Muhammad would call. The next morning Muhammad chose Ali ibn Talib, his cousin, and gave him the banner of war to carry into battle.
Early in the morning some Jewish farmers went out to go to their farms, and they saw Muhammad and his military sur​rounding the city. They started shouting, "Muhammad and his army! Muhammad and his army!" to warn their people.
When Muhammad heard them, he declared, "Allah o akbarl [God is great.] Khaybar was destroyed when we entered the land. This will be a dark morning for the people
of this land."13
The Jewish people who were able to fight took up swords and ran out of their houses to defend their village. The most powerful fighter in the village went to Ali and stood before him. He challenged Ali to fight him one on one.
There was a tradition that when two armies met, they i ould choose not to fight one army against the other. Instead, each side could send their greatest hero, and they would fight each other. Whichever hero won would declare
his side the winner. This is like what happened with David and Goliath in the Bible.
Ali and the Jewish man fought, and Ali prevailed and killed him. This was the sign that Khaybar could not defend itself anymore. The Muslim military attacked the village, and it sur​rendered.
The Muslims took a large spoil from Khaybar. They were rejoicing and celebrating, saying, "O victor, O victor, kill and kill."
Choosing a Jewish Slave
After Khaybar surrendered, the prophet Muhammad took two young Jewish ladies and walked with them one at a time in front of the bodies of the dead Jewish people. The first girl covered her eyes and face and started crying. She took the dust from the ground and threw it on her face in anguish. When Muhammad saw her doing that, he shouted to his sol​diers, "Take this satanic woman away." Then he walked with the second girl, whose name was Sophia. She kept silent. Muhammad put his robe around her as a sign to his soldiers that he would take her to be his own slave.14
Muhammad's Zero Tolerance for Judaism
At the end of the battle against Khaybar, Muhammad took the spoil and divided it among his soldiers. Then he stood and made a very important statement to them. He declared, "There will never be two religions in Arabia."15
Muslims have been faithful to practice this statement until the present day. Nobody will see another religion or faith that can challenge Islam in Arabia. You will never see a Jewish synagogue anywhere in Saudi Arabia. This happened fourteen hundred years ago, but the picture is the same until today. There is no Jewish life in Saudi Arabia. This shows
how close the Saudi Arabians are to Islamic law and prac​ticing the word of Muhammad.
Not more than one year later, Muhammad made another significant statement about the Jews during a sermon at his mosque. He declared that he would continue to destroy the Jewish community in Arabia and that he would clean the land from the evil of Jews and Judaism.16
Muhammad and the Muslims successfully reached his goal. The Jewish community disappeared from Arabia as a result of the Muslims killing them, converting some of them and selling them as slaves in the markets. There were no longer two religions in Arabia, just as Muhammad had Declared.
Fighting the Jews Until the Day of Judgment
The Quran and Muhammad taught Muslims very specifically that their battle with Jews would never end.
Karen Armstrong, a popular religious scholar, says that Muhammad didn't have "any hostility towards Jews in gen​eral, but only towards the three rebel tribes."17 This statement is incorrect, because in hadith we can read Muhammad's own opinion.
Muhammad taught that the Muslims would fight the Jews until the Day of Resurrection. By this time, Muslims would have killed all the Jews but one. This one Jew would hide behind a rock, and the rock would say to the Muslims, "There is a Jew hiding behind me. Come and kill him."18 Muhammad did not expect Judgment Day to come in his lifetime, but he expected it sometime in the near future. In reference to Judgment Day, the Quran says the "Hour has drawn near" (Surah 54:1). So, until the Day of Resurrection comes, committed Muslims are fighting an "unfinished battle" against the Jews.
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Giving Muslims Incentives to Fight
We know Muhammad carried a great grudge against the Jews, but did his followers share his angst? In my opinion, Muhammad's followers didn't have a deep hatred in their hearts toward the Jews. They were just motivated by Muhammad's teachings about jihad.
First of all, Muhammad promised they would get a por​tion of the spoils from any victory. The Jews offered rich spoils if conquered.
However, money alone was not sufficient motivation, as became evident when Muhammad's army lost the Battle of Uhud against the Meccans (625). Many Muslim soldiers ran away during this war to avoid being killed.
Muhammad needed a way to keep them from running away. He developed a new strategy to deal with this situa​tion. This strategy had two parts. The first part was to inform his soldiers that they would burn in hell if they ran away (Surah 9:38-39, 41). The second part was to let them know that if they did die in battle, they would immediately enter Paradise, have seventy virgins awaiting them and have all the alcohol they wanted to drink (Surah 9:20-21; 55:56, 72; 47:15).19
There is a whole chapter in the Quran that describes what Allah was preparing in Paradise for Muslims, especially the ones who were killed in a holy war (jihad). (See Surah 55, titled Most Gracious, especially verses 72, 74 and 76.)
Muslims were also taught that when a Muslim was killed in jihad, two women from heaven would wipe the dust from his face and tell him, "Allah will put this dust on the face of your killer, and he will kill your killer."20 In other words Allah promised to take revenge on anyone who killed a Muslim who was fighting jihad.

With these motivations, the Muslims were willing to fight and kill their Jewish neighbors as well as any other resident of Arabia who refused to submit to Islam. These motivations are still effective today
Section 5
Phase Three of the Unfinished

Battle: The Jews Scattered and
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Subdued (632-1898)

Chapter 18
Muslims Continue Muhammad's Legacy
M

UHAMMAD WRECKED THE LIFE OF JEWS in Arabia. He forced them to leave Arabia just as Titus forced them out of Rome. Even after the Jews spread out to different countries, Islam followed them. Again and again, they were trapped under the authority of Islam.
When the Islamic military ruled a country, Islamic law automatically became the standard. According to Islamic law, Jews and Christians had three choices: convert to Islam, pay the tax to the Muslim authority and remain in their faith, or be killed. (The idol worshipers didn't even have the option of paying tax. They only had two options: accept Islam or be killed.)
During the rule of Umar ibn al-Khattab, the picture of the way Muslims should treat Jews and Christians, known as "People of the Book," was finalized.* Remember that Umar walked and talked with Muhammad. Umar was the source of many hadith, and he gave his daughter Hafsa to Muhammad as a wife. Umar came to power only four years after Muhammad's death.
The point is that Umar was close to the prophet, and he ruled the Islamic empire the way Muhammad would have
'' Samaritans were also considered People of the Book because they were practicing parts of Judaism.

wanted. That's why these guidelines are significant—they are close to the source.
These guidelines were meant to be followed by Muslims and Muslim authority at that time and in the future. I will present to you a list of these guidelines, which I have organized by subject.
Guidelines for People of the Book Showing deference to Muslims
· People of the Book were not permitted to show any disrespect toward Muslims or animosity toward Islam, the prophet himself or the Quran.

· If a Jew or Christian were sitting by the road and a Muslim walked by, the Jew or Christian must stand in respect to the Muslim.

· If a Jew or Christian were walking on the road, and he met a Muslim coming from the other direction, the Jew or Christian must turn around and find another road to walk through.

· People of the Book were not permitted to ride horses. They had to ride donkeys, and the Muslims could ride horses.

· People of the Book were required to ride their donkeys sidesaddle (not with one leg on each side of the animal as the Muslims did on their horses).

· People of the Book were not allowed to build their houses higher than the Muslim houses. (The height of the house was important because it was a symbol of honor. Muslims were always supposed to be above non-Muslims.)

· A Jewish or Christian man was not permitted to marry a Muslim woman. However, a Muslim

man could marry a Christian or Jewish woman if he chose to do so.
Not offending Muslims
· People of the Book were not allowed to drink alcohol in front of Muslims. They could drink alcohol in their houses, but they could not appear drunk outside their houses where Muslims could see them.

· Christians were not allowed to let Muslims see the pigs that they were raising. The pigs had to stay hidden.

· Christians and Jews were not allowed to bury their dead during the daylight where a Muslim might see. They had to take the casket quietly at night to the cemetery and bury it. They were not permitted to cry for their dead in public where a Muslim might see or hear them.

Practicing their religion
· In the Jewish synagogues or Christian churches, people were not allowed to raise their voices loud enough to be heard outside the building.

· The Muslims did not want to see or hear People of the Book practicing their religion or their holy days. People of the Book could not cele​brate in public.

· People of the Book were not allowed to try to convert Muslims away from Islam.

haw, government, military
· People of the Book were prohibited from holding
high positions in the Islamic government.
· People of the Book were prohibited from serving in the Islamic military.

· People of the Book were not allowed to help anyone declaring war against Muslims.

· People of the Book were not permitted to carry weapons.

· People of the Book could not testify against a Muslim in court.

· A Muslim could not be killed because of a Christian or Jew. In other words, if a Muslim killed a Jew, he could not be punished by death for that crime. (Muhammad said in hadith, "A Muslim believer cannot be killed for an infidel.")

Special clothing
· People of the Book had to wear special clothing and special colors that identified them as non-Muslims. Christians wore blue; Jews wore yellow; Samaritans wore red. Both men and women wore these colors.

· Christian women had to wear a sash around their waists.

· Christian and Jewish women had to wear shoes of different colors. In other words, the left shoe had to be a different color than the right shoe. They had to wear shoes that didn't match!

· Christians were not permitted to enter any public place without wearing a large cross around their necks. It had to be made of metal, and it needed to be heavy enough to be uncom​fortable, probably about two pounds.1
The attitude behind these rules is that People of the Book were impure, filthy infidels, like a disease. Muslims should not have contact with them. Muslims should never appear to be lower than the Jews.
Leaders among Christians and Jews were responsible for enforcing these rules. If these guidelines were violated, the guilty party would be taken to Islamic court and punishment would be decided there.
My Students' Reactions
When I taught Islamic history in Egypt, I presented this infor​mation to my students. They were very comfortable with the guidelines for ruling non-Muslims. They liked to see Muhammad's successors stand up for Islam against the infi​dels. Most students complained, "Look how far we have fallen. The Christians in Egypt are not following these rules. Our Muslim leader is not strong enough to stand up for Islam." They longed for the past to be real in the present.
The Guidelines in Practice
Umar, the second leader of the Islamic world, enforced these guidelines. Any leader after him who was following Islam faithfully would adhere to these guidelines. When leaders were not faithful to the guidelines, the Muslims themselves sometimes took matters into their own hands. For example:
· An angry mob of Arabs in Spain killed five thou​
sand Jews because they felt the Jews had too
much political power (1066).2
· Arab mobs killed thousands of Jews throughout
Morocco (1465). In the city of Fez, only eleven
Jews were left alive. The attacks were started by
reports of a Jewish man treating a Muslim woman in an offensive manner.3
These are just two examples. Many more examples of mass murders, destruction of synagogues and forced conver​sion to Islam could be given.4
Some of the worst persecution of Jews at the hands of Muslim authorities occurred in Egypt from 996 to 1301. At this time, Egypt was the seat of authority in the Islamic world.
Starting in 1006, the Muslim leader of Egypt (Sultan Al-Hakim Beamur-Allah) gave the Jews and Christians two options: accept Islam or leave Egypt. Millions of Christians converted to Islam. This Egyptian leader took all the money and property belonging to the remaining Christians and Jews.
He went to the Jewish community in Cairo and burned down the entire neighborhood—the houses, shops, syna​gogues, everything. Next he took all the Jews that were left and banished them to an area south of Cairo.5
Some Tolerance
This discussion would be incomplete without mentioning that some Muslims became tolerant of Jews and Christians. They accepted Jews and benefited from their talents. For example:
· Muawiya (661-680), the first caliph who was not an associate of Muhammad, was tolerant toward Jews and considered them to be his "faithful allies."6
· Jewish bankers were influential in Muslim Baghdad (c. 880-930) 7
· In Spain the Muslim authority was split into small principalities, and Jewish dignitaries were permitted positions of high authority (1031 ).8
But it is important to remember that the Muslims who behaved this way were going against the teachings of their book and the example of their prophet.
The Crusades Cause Backlash Against Jews
The relationship between Muslims, Jews and Christians sank to a new low with the start of the Crusades in 1099.
The first Crusade succeeded in taking over Jerusalem. The city surrendered, and thousands of Muslims took refuge in and around the Al-Aqsa Mosque (built on the Temple Mount), where the Crusader army attacked and killed them. Muslim historians say that when the soldiers rode their horses through the mosque, the blood on the ground was so deep that it covered the horses' hooves.
Muslims believed the purpose of the Crusades was to con​vert them to Christianity because the Quran told them:
Never will the Jews nor the Christians be pleased with you (O Muhammad) till you follow their religion.
—Surah 2:120
The Roman Catholic Church was behind the Crusades, and church leaders stated that their purpose was to liberate the Holy Land and Jerusalem from Muslims. In reality, a lot of the motivation was economic. The European economy was in trouble, and the East appeared to offer a source of wealth.
Crusaders were Christians from Europe, but their attack caused Muslims to increase their distrust of Jews and the Christians in the Middle East.9
During the ten crusades that occurred, the Muslims turned back to the Quran and looked at the verse that said Christians and Jews are your greatest enemy (Surah 5:82).10 They renewed their hostility toward both Christians and Jews. But what did the Jews have to do with the Crusades?
Nothing! The Jews did not cause the Crusades. But, from the Quran, Muslims believed that the enemies of Islam would stand together and fight—even Christians and Jews would fight together.
O you who believe! take not the Jews and the Christians for your friends and protectors: they are but friends and protectors to each other.
—Surah 5:51, Ali translation
This was really a misunderstanding of the relationship between Christians and Jews; nevertheless, this is what the Muslims believed. As a result, they increased their persecu​tion against the Jews living among them in fear that they would join the attacks by the Christians.
The Crusades made a lasting impact on the Muslim psyche. For example, when Osama bin Laden and his part​ners wrote their fatwa* against Israel and the United States, they titled it "Jihad Against Jews and Crusaders." This docu​ment, written in 1998, complained about the "the crusader-Zionist alliance."11
The Colonial Era
In the last one hundred years, the biggest impact on the Muslim psyche came from Western colonialism in the Middle East.
The Islamic Turkish Empire sided with the Russians in World War I. When the West won the war, the Western powers helped to dismantle the Turkish Empire. Western nations such as Great Britain, France and Italy took control of land and benefited from new natural resources, more mar​kets for their products and a new place for their people to colonize. From the Muslim point of view, the colonial
* A legal opinion or decree handed down by an Islamic religious leader.
powers stole the wealth of their land and attacked their way of life.
The colonial takeover reminded the Muslims of the Crusades. It reinforced their bad attitude toward Christians and Jews. At Al-Azhar University I taught my students that the weakness of the Muslim countries was the fault of the conquest by the Western colonial powers and the lack of Islam in their lives. I told them, "We lost our freedom. We became a target for Christians and Jews to destroy because we are far away from the ways of Umar. All we have today are weak and evil Muslim leaders who are puppets of the Christians and Jews. Their evil laws and culture have ruined our society."
Christians Are Not Innocent
Let me acknowledge here that when it comes to persecuting people of different faiths, Christians are also guilty. Many times they treated Jews and Muslims very badly during their history. (I could list many horrible things, including the Holocaust of World War II.) In fact, when someone brings up these parts of their history, Christians don't know what to say. It is very important that people understand that there is a major difference between the bad behavior of Muslims and the bad behavior of Christians. The next chapter will explain this difference

Chapter 19
Comparing Islamic Holy War and the Crusades
I

WAS AT A PRAYER MEETING ON a military base when a distin​guished gentleman stood up and asked me a question I've heard many times: "You talk about the bloody history of the Muslims, but what about the blood on the hands of the Christians? What about the Crusades?"
This is a good question, and I believe every Christian should be able to answer it with confidence.
On the surface, Christians and Muslims both appear to be killing in the name of God. So what's the difference? You have to look at the source of their beliefs:
· What do their books say?

· Whose example are they following?

What Do the Books Say?
We cannot judge Islam by what Muslims do, and we cannot judge Christianity by what Christians do. We judge Islam by what the Quran teaches, just as we must judge Christianity by what the New Testament teaches.
You will not find one word in the Gospels where Jesus commanded Christians to kill in the name of Christianity. Not one time did Jesus ever fight His enemies. A Christian who claims to be shedding blood in the name of Christianity is not following the teachings of Jesus. The Crusades and the
Holocaust are a sad statement on how far some Christians strayed from the teachings of the New Testament.
On the other hand, you will find holy war everywhere in the Quran. The Quran teaches how, when, where and why Muslims must fight. When Muslims fight in the name of Allah, they are obeying the literal teachings of the Quran.
Whose Example Are They Following?
The example of Muhammad and his friends
After he migrated to Medina, Muhammad became a mili​tary leader. He personally led twenty-seven battles against his enemies. He placed great value on Muslims who went to battle with him and fought vigorously (Surah 4:95).
The leaders of Islam followed his example. After Muhammad died, many people who had converted to Islam by force imagined freedom. They thought that Islamic lead​ership would be distracted with trying to establish a new authority, so they began to abandon Islam. However, Abu Bakr ["BAWker"], one of Muhammad's closest friends, was quickly recognized as successor. He spent the first three months of his authority killing those who had tried to leave Islam—eighty thousand people. This is how Abu Bakr fol​lowed the example of Muhammad.
The example of Jesus and His friends
At the end of His life, Jesus was arrested in front of His disciples by a mob armed with swords and clubs. One of His disciples pulled out a sword to defend Him, but Jesus told him, "Put your sword back in its place... for all who draw the sword will die by the sword" (Matt. 26:52).
The mob arrested Jesus, and He was killed. He was in the grave for three days. Then He rose from the dead and appeared to the disciples. His final instructions were:
Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation. Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be con​demned. And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues; they will pick up snakes with their hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their hands on sick people, and they will get well.
—Mark 16:15-17
The disciples went back to Jerusalem. After they received the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost, they began to preach with boldness. They performed healings and other miracles.
At the same time, they were persecuted by many groups of people—Jews, Romans and idol worshipers—put in prison, threatened and beaten. All but one of the twelve disciples were killed because of their faith.
Not one time did Jesus' followers try to organize political or military protection for themselves. This is how the disci​ples followed the example of Jesus.
What about the Old Testament?
If you know the Old Testament, you may be thinking, In the Old Testament, many times God commanded the children of Israel to fight. For example, see Deuteronomy 20:10-15.
I must answer this question from the Christian point of view. In the time of the Old Testament, God gave mankind the Law. The Law said that if you sinned, you must be pun​ished. It was eye for eye, tooth for tooth (Exod. 21:24).
God used people and nations to fulfill this principle. Therefore, when the nations living around Israel were full of sin, God commanded the Israelites to punish them (by mili​tary attack, for example). When the children of Israel were in
[image: image9.png]


sin, God used their neighbors to punish them as well.
Jesus expressed the principle of the Law this way: He who lives by the sword will die by the sword. (See Matthew 26:52.) In other words, if you attack other people, they will attack you. This was justice under Old Testament Law.
The Crusades were an example of this principle in action. The Crusaders punished the Muslims with the same sword the Muslims had used against others. This does not justify what the Roman Catholic Church did, but we can see what purpose it served.
The Catholic Church also felt the sharp side of the two-edged sword. God took away its power through the Reformation and Martin Luther.
Through Jesus, God gave people a new way of justice. Jesus taught:
You have heard that it was said, "Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth." But I tell you, Do not resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also. And if someone wants to sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles. Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you.
—Matthew 5:38-42
In conclusion, a Christian cannot use the Old Testament to justify a holy war (like the Crusades) because Jesus took away the law of eye for eye, tooth for tooth. He replaced it with humility, laying down your rights and your power. Jesus practiced this in His own life. The Bible records:
He humbled himself and became obedient to death— even death on a cross! Therefore God exalted him to the highest place.
—Philippians 2:8-9
Conclusion
Christians cannot justify fighting and killing in the name of God by their Bible or by the example of Jesus. Any time Christians do these sorts of things, they are going against their faith. On the other hand, Muslims can justify fighting and killing in the name of Allah by the Quran and by the example of Muhammad. When Muslims do these sorts of things, they are being good followers of their faith.
Section summary
You've just covered fourteen hundred years of history between the Muslims and the Jews. We are now going to look at the events that started a new phase in the unfinished battle—the Jews returning to present-day Israel and estab​lishing their own country.
Section 6
Phase Four of the Unfinished
Battle: The Battle Escalates As
Jews Establish the State of
Israel (1898 to Present)
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CHAPTER 20

A Call to War for Islam

Y

OU DON'T HAVE TO DECLARE WAR when you are already the winner.
That was the situation between Muslims and Jews until the very end of the nineteenth century. Jews were scattered all over the world. They were no threat to Islam. But something changed.
The Jews returned to present-day Israel.
And Islam declared that the unfinished battle must be fought with new vigor.
In this chapter, you will see how the declaration of the state of Israel set off the chain of events that has led to the modern terrorism we see today. Here is a brief overview of what happened.
· Jews began to return to present-day Israel in 1917, and Israel declared statehood in 1948.

· Various Muslim nations joined together to attack Israel and were defeated several times— in 1948,1956,1967 and 1973.

· Their losses were blamed on the leadership's lack of submission to Islam.

· Even though the president of Egypt made peace with Israel in 1978, Muslim nations and people refused to accept it.

· Terrorist groups went back to the Quran and

committed themselves to fighting the unfin​ished battle against Israel.
Now let's look at these events in detail and see how the fight against Israel was continuously pushed forward by the teachings of Islam.
Jews Return to Their Homeland
In 1897, Theodor Herzl organized the First Zionist Congress in Basel, Switzerland, to discuss how Jewish people could return to Israel and establish their own state. At that time the land of present-day Israel was part of the Islamic state, so Herzl went to the Muslim caliph (leader) in Turkey and made a proposal. Herzl offered to give the Islamic state some money to help with their financial trou​bles in return for the caliph allowing the Jewish people to immigrate to present-day Israel as a first step to establishing their own state there. The Muslim caliph refused, and Theodore Herzl started to look for another way.1
About fifteen years later, Turkey aligned itself with Russia during World War I, and their side was defeated. Great Britain took control of the land that is now present-day Israel. When this happened, the Jewish leaders went to the British government and received permission from them to settle in the land and to establish a political state. (This is known as the Balfour Declaration of 1917.)
Jews from all over the world began to go to Israel. They started practicing normal life there, opening businesses, building farms, creating organizations. They established a protective police force to defend themselves against people around them.
While Israeli infrastructure was developing, the organiza​tion of the Muslim world was eroding. In  1924, the
government in Turkey was overthrown. A secular govern​ment was established under Kamil Attaturk. The former Turkish government had served as both the government of Turkey and as the ruling authority for the Muslim world. It had united Muslim countries under a centralized govern​ment. Now the central government was gone, and Muslim countries were under the domination of Western colonial powers such as Great Britain, France and Italy.
Because of the problems in their own countries, Muslims didn't react to what the Jews were doing in present-day Israel. That would change in 1948.
Israel Officially Declares Statehood
In 1948, Ben-Gurion, one of the Jewish leaders, made an offi​cial declaration that the state of Israel was established. In response, the Islamic/Arabic world erupted like a volcano.2 The call of jihad was pronounced throughout the Islamic/ Arab world. The first call to jihad came from founder of the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt (the forerunner of the today's terrorist organizations). Al-Azhar also openly condemned Israel. All the people in the Arab countries were pushing their governments to send their militaries to fight Israel.
Thousands volunteered for service in the militaries of Syria, Egypt, Iraq, Lebanon and Jordan. In less than a year, these armies went to Israel to destroy this new state, but they were defeated. Israel had better equipment and weapons and prevailed in strategy. This was called the War of 1948.
Dealing With Their First Defeat 

at the Hand of Israel
When the defeated armies returned to their homes, there was great disappointment among Arab and Muslim people. The Muslim Brotherhood told the people:
Arabs/Muslims, you cannot win this battle between you and the Jews without Islam. Islam must rule your battle against Israel. Your military forces were defeated because they were secular. You were just fighting for the land. The real battle is not just a fight for land; it is a fight between Islam and Judaism.3
Let me explain three key points they were making. The Muslim Brotherhood said:

· The leadership and government of Muslim countries were secular because they were not based on Islamic principles alone. The govern​ments had Western influences, such as European legal practices and non-Islamic ways of education. The print media were also not submitted to Islam. They were publishing arti​cles about sex and Hollywood movies and printing pictures of women instead of focusing on Islamic issues. The Brotherhood believed these things damaged the new Muslim genera​tion, taking them far from Islam.4
· Because of the secular leadership, the Muslim
countries were losing their fight against Israel.
· It was not a fight for land. It was a fight to
defend the religion of Islam against the religion
ofjudaism.
Under the leadership of Gamal Abdel Nasser, the fanatic Muslims overthrew the king of Egypt in 1952. Their goal was to use the Egyptian military to defeat the Jews under the banner of Islam.
The Muslim Brotherhood leaders wanted Nasser to declare an Islamic state in Egypt. When Nasser refused, they tried to assassinate him but failed. Nasser would spend much
of his time as a leader in routing out and killing members of the Muslim Brotherhood, the same group that helped bring him to power.
The War Over the Canal
Nasser got involved in battle with Israel four years after he came to power, but he didn't attack Israel directly. The war was a result of a fight over control of the Suez Canal. The French had built the canal, which went through Egyptian land, and Egypt had signed an agreement that the French could control it for one hundred years. The channel pro​vided the only shipping access between the Mediterranean Sea and the Indian Ocean. Despite the agreement, Nasser declared that Egypt would take control of the Suez Canal in 1956. In response, France and Great Britain joined together to attack Egypt, and Israel helped them.
The attack against Egypt was very successful. France was very close to gaining control of the canal again. However, the United States convinced them to back down. Egypt kept control of the canal and still has control of it today.
Nasser claimed that Egypt won a victory.
The Six-Day War
After wiping out most of the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt, Nasser focused on organizing the Islamic world for an attack against Israel.
Nasser had two famous slogans: "We will fight Israel and the one who stands behind Israel [referring to the United States]." "We will throw Israel into the sea." As a little child, I remember thousands of people gathering in the streets to hear Nasser's speeches.
Israel became aware of Nasser's plan and chose not to wait to be attacked. On June 5, 1967, the Israeli military surprised
Nasser and the other Arab leaders by simultaneously attacking Egypt, Syria and Jordan. It only took six days. The Israeli military absolutely destroyed the Egyptian, Syrian and Jordanian armed forces, taking the Golan Heights from Syria, the West Bank from Jordan and the Sinai Desert from Egypt. After Israel's victory, large numbers of Palestinians left Israeli territory and went to countries throughout the Arabic world, including Jordan, Egypt, Iraq, Syria and Tunisia.
This Six-Day War forced Muslims in Egypt and all of the Middle East to go back to the Quran as the only source of understanding how the relationship between Muslims and Jews should be. Even the secular Muslims and governments in these countries welcomed this return to the Quran.
The Arabic media started to focus on Quranic teaching about Jews and Judaism They constantly presented the Quranic verses that say Jews are evil people who hate Islam.
War in 1973
Nasser died, and Anwar al-Sadat was elected the new presi​dent of Egypt. Sadat rebuilt the Egyptian military and prepared for doing a final battle with the Jews. On October 6, 1973, the Egyptian and Syrian military initiated a surprise attack against the Israeli military. The world thought that this would be the end of Israel.
Sadat was close to winning the war, but after two weeks, Ariel Sharon, who was in charge of the Israeli army, executed an excellent bit of war strategy. He came between the Egyptian army and Cairo and cut off communication. The Israeli military defeated the Egyptian and Syrian militaries once again. In Egypt it is known as the October War. In the West it is known as the Yom Kippur War.
The United Nations and the United States helped Israel and Egypt to start peace negotiations. Ordinary Muslims felt
confused and lost, but they knew one thing for sure: They would not accept peace with Israel. The Arab countries united together against Sadat and tried to stop him from making peace with Israel.
Saddam Hussein of Iraq called for the Conference of Resistance, inviting Arabic countries to discuss the issue in Baghdad, Iraq.5 During this conference, the Arab leaders could not get Sadat to change his mind, so they cut their diplomatic ties with Egypt. Sadat walked the road of peace alone. He signed the Camp David agreement in 1978 and established normal relations between Israel and Egypt for the first time in modern history. For the promise of peace, Israel returned the Sinai Desert to Egypt.
Rebellion Against Secular Islam
After the signing of the Camp David agreement, a great rebellion started in Egypt and the different countries of the Middle East. This Islamic rebellion came like waves and became stronger and stronger, especially after the Islamic revolution in Iran in 1979. Iran gave support to the Muslim radical groups, declaring that Israel and America were the greatest enemies of the Islamic world. Their goal was to throw out the secular governments of the Middle East and replace them with Islamic governments, as Iran had done.
Until then it had been secular militaries and govern​ments that had attacked Israel. Now Islam rose up and turned the battle back to its religious roots. The jihad movement was born.
More Jihad Groups Form to Fight Israel
The Islamic movements like Muslim Brotherhood, Islamic Jihad, al-Gama'a al-Islamiyya, Hizbollah and Hamas gained momentum, convincing millions of people in the region that 

secular militaries would not be able to win the battle with the Jews. The jihad groups called Sadat an infidel, an apostate from Islam. They accused him of shaking hands with the pigs and the monkeys. They said, "We must let Islam rule our countries, taking authority and writing a new page in the history of the battle between the Muslims and the Jews."

Before the war in 1973, Sadat tried to use the media to prepare the Egyptian nation to fight Israel. Now he tried to use the media to turn the people toward peace. The media stopped using the aggressive Quranic verses toward Jews and replaced them with nice and peaceful Quranic verses from the first half of Muhammad's revelation. This strategy had no success. In many ways the Egyptian people clearly expressed that they would never normalize relations with Israel or put their hands in the hands of the Jewish people.

The People Continue the Unfinished Battle
After Camp David, some Israeli tourists came to Egypt with hope that a new relationship had been established between Israel and Egypt. They came full of desire to see the pyra​mids, the Nile River and the different places where their grandfathers lived centuries earlier. They came, but they were met with rejection. The bus carrying Israeli tourists in the city of Ismailia was attacked by Islamic fundamentalists, who shot and killed many Israelis.
In Tahrir Square in Cairo, an Egyptian fundamentalist group member saw a young Jewish man kiss his girlfriend in public, and he took his knife and killed the young man.
Also, I cannot forget the Egyptian soldier who was sta​tioned on the border of Egypt and Israel in the Sinai Desert during the month of Ramadan (the month of fasting). One afternoon he saw a group of Jewish girls wearing just T-shirts and shorts. They weren't covered well by Islamic standards.
This soldier felt that the girls were attacking him with loose morality, so he took his gun and started shooting at them, killing all seven.
Only three years after the peace agreement was signed, Muslim militants successfully assassinated Sadat and attempted to take over Egypt (1981). They were stopped by the quick military action of Sadat's vice president, Hosni Mubarak, who is still president (in 2002).
Conclusion
Once again you can see how the teachings of Islam drive Muslims to fight Israel. When secular Muslim governments tried to live at peace with Israel, jihad groups rose up to con​tinue the battle. They declared that there will be no agreement, no peace and no acknowledgment of Israel.
Israel has successfully defended herself thus far. Now let's look at the current strategy being used against Israel in the con​flict with the Palestinians. Is there any hope for resolving it?
Chapter 21
The Front Lines:

Palestinians vs. Israel
T

ODAY THE FRONT LINE OF THE unfinished battle between Islam and the Jews is obvious—it is the Palestinian/ Israeli conflict.
The question I want to answer in this chapter is this: Are Palestinians willing to find a way to live in peace and har​mony with Jews as their neighbors? Someone might say, "Only a Palestinian can answer this question."
First of all, remember that the majority of Palestinians are Arab Muslims, which means they are controlled by what the Quran and Islam teach them. This is where I came from, and this is what I learned and taught before I met the Lord Jesus Christ. I can answer these questions because I can explain the opinion of the Muslim scholars in the Middle East.
I am not going to look at this issue from the Jewish point of view or even from the Christian point of view. I am not going to refer to biblical teachings in this chapter. I am not going to go back in history and document all the people who have lived in the land of present-day Israel.
No, I am going to focus on the Muslim point of view, because when you see the Muslim point of view, you will understand the seriousness of the battle Israel faces.
First, in this chapter you will learn about two key beliefs that keep Muslims in never-ending conflict with the state of Israel. They are:
· A belief that the land belongs to Islam

· A belief that the holy mosque in Jerusalem must be kept pure

Then you will see the inevitable result of these beliefs:
· No peace negotiation is acceptable.

· Israel as a nation must be destroyed.

The Land Belongs to Islam
To understand the roots of this situation you have to look at it from a religious point of view. You cannot look at this situ​ation and just say, "This is about Palestinians wanting a place to live." Of course, that is part of the issue, but that is not what makes the conflict so difficult to resolve.
From the Muslim point of view, the land of present-day Israel does not belong to any group of people—it belongs to Islam. Therefore, when the Jewish people declared the birth of the nation of Israel, it was an affront to every Islamic country because it took the land away from Islam.
The groups that are fighting against Israel and her allies express this point of view very clearly. Hamas, the largest, most active jihad group fighting in Israel, has a thirty-six-article covenant that outlines its position toward Israel. Here are some excerpts:1
The land of Palestine is an Islamic Waqf [Holy Possession] consecrated for future Moslem genera​tions until Judgment Day. No one can renounce it or any part, or abandon it or any part of it.
—Article 11
Palestine is an Islamic land... Since this is the case, the Liberation of Palestine is an individual duty for every Moslem wherever he may be.
—Article 13
In 2000, the Islamic Assembly of North America pub​lished a booklet titled No for Normalization, written by a Muslim scholar. He gave a similar picture of the Muslim view of land rights.
The Jews came and attacked this land and stole it, and this will not change the fact that this land is Muslim, and it will remain that way forever. If we aren't able to liberate this land today from the Jews, this doesn't mean that we can give it up. We have to work until the time comes, and then we will bring it back to the Islamic world.2
The Holy Site Must Be Kept Pure
Present-day Israel does not merely occupy Islamic territory. It also contains the third most holy site of Islam—the al-Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem. This mosque was built by the second caliph of Islam, Umar ibn al-Khattab, and it has been in con​tinuous use ever since.
Many Westerners do not understand how serious Muslims are about keeping their holy sites pure. A holy site must not be corrupted by the presence of non-Muslims, who are considered impure and unholy.
For example, until very recently, a non-Muslim was not allowed to go inside any mosque because of being impure. But that practice has recently changed to allow non-Muslims inside mosques so that Muslims can try to win them to Islam.
In Islam, a holy site must be defended. You didn't see Christians draw arms when Palestinian militants barricaded themselves in the Church of the Nativity in 2002, but if that had been a Muslim holy site, arms would have been drawn all over the Middle East.
Currently, Israel controls Jerusalem, but the Muslims are in control of the Al-Aqsa Mosque and the large compound
that is built around it. This compound includes the Dome of the Rock mosque.* This location is also referred to as the Temple Mount because it is believed to be the site of Solomon's great temple. Herod, during the time of Jesus, also built a temple there.3 The Muslims have built a wall all around the compound, and non-Muslims are not permitted inside that wall.
The fact that infidels (non-Muslims) are living and working all around the al-Aqsa Mosque infuriates committed Muslims, including Osama bin Laden. He declared in his 1998 fatwa against America and Israel:
The ruling to kill the Americans and their allies— civilians and military—is an individual duty for every Muslim who can do it in any country in which it is pos​sible to do it, in order to liberate the al-Aqsa Mosque and the holy mosque [the Kaaba in Mecca] from their grip, and in order for their armies to move out of all the lands of Islam, defeated and unable to threaten any Muslim.4
—EMPHASIS ADDED
The liberation of holy sites is not just an excuse that Islamic groups use to cover up their real motive. It is their real motive.
From the Muslim point of view, it is not enough that Muslims are actually in control of the mosque sites. The impure, corrupting presence of non-Muslim Americans and Jews must also be cleansed from the area.
What Makes the Al-Aqsa Mosque Holy?
Would you like to know what makes the al-Aqsa Mosque so holy? It is because of an event known in Islam as the Night
"' Sometimes the entire compound is referred to as the Dome of the Rock.
Journey. Here is how it is recorded in Islamic history.
Muhammad woke up one morning and told his followers that Allah had taken him on an amazing journey. He said that during the night, the angel Gabriel had come to him with a mule. Muhammad rode this mule through the air from Mecca, where he was living, to Jerusalem. In Jerusalem he found the prophets of Allah waiting for him on the ground at the site where the Jewish temple had stood. Muhammad led all the prophets in Islamic prayers.
Then the angel Gabriel took Muhammad on another journey to heaven to meet with Allah. In his meetings with Allah, Muhammad negotiated the mandatory number of prayers down from fifty times a day to five times a day. The angel Gabriel also took Muhammad to visit hell. Muhammad told his people that hell was mostly populated with women. He saw one woman who was in hell because she locked her cat in a room without food and water. Another woman was hanging by chains from the ceiling because she committed adultery.
Before the end of the night, Muhammad flew on the mule back to Mecca.
The details of the story you just read are recorded in hadith, but Muhammad received a Quranic revelation about it as well.
Glorified (and Exalted) be He (Allah) [above all that (evil) they associate with Him] Who took His slave (Muhammad) for a journey by night from Al-Masjid-al-Haram (at Makkah) to Al-Masjid-al-Aqsa (in Jerusalem), the neighborhood whereof We have blessed, in order that We might show him (Muhammad) of Our Ay at (proofs, evidences, lessons, signs, etc.).
—Surah 17:1
When the Islamic military conquered Jerusalem less than two years after the death of Muhammad, they remembered the story of the night journey. The leader ordered his military to find the site of the old temple and to build a mosque on it. They called it the al-AqsaMosque, meaning, "the far mosque."
The Jews and the Mosque
Some groups of Jews want to rebuild the temple on the site where the ancient temple stood. To do this, they must destroy the mosque on the site. Many different attempts have been made, especially by Orthodox Jews. The mosque has been "invaded" many times by Jews who go inside to lead prayers. Numerous bombing attempts have been uncovered, and gunmen have shot at the Dome of the Rock several times. My point is that Jewish people will keep trying to get con​trol of the Dome of the Rock until they are successful. It is just a matter of time, in my opinion.5
When Jews succeed in taking over the Dome of the Rock, the reaction in the Muslim world is going to be disaster. We can make this prediction by looking at the great conflict over a mosque in India that isn't even a special holy site..

When the Islamic army invaded India in the seventh century, they built a mosque on top of die site of a holy Hindu temple, considered to be the birthplace of one of the Hindu gods. Hindus destroyed the mosque in 1992, and Muslims killed thousands of Hindus in retaliation. Nevertheless, Hindus kept control of the site and began to build a temple. In 2002, a mob of Muslims stoned and fired upon a train of Hindu pilgrims who had just visited the site. As a result, fifty-eight people died, and several hundred were wounded. This event sparked fights between Muslims and Hindu activists all over India.6
]You can see that Muslims vigorously defend every mosque. If the third most holy mosque in the world were

taken away from them, the whole Islamic world would be ignited. The first clash would be between the Muslims and the governments. The people would insist that the govern​ments act, while the secular governments would want to wait and negotiate. Terrorist groups would step up attacks on Israel and her allies in retaliation. Many people have the potential to be drawn into this conflict.
Negotiation Is Not Acceptable
Western powers are trying to get Palestinians and Jews to sit down at the negotiating table all the time. However, from the Muslim point of view, no negotiation is acceptable.
Palestine is a part of the land of the Muslim world; no one has any right to give it to any other group of people than those to whom it rightfully belongs, i.e. the entire Muslim world.
A Muslim has the right to give up his own land or property by giving it away to others, or selling it, but here Muslims have no right to give away this Muslim land in Palestine to the Jews because it doesn't belong to them; it belongs to Islam.7
The world sees what happens when peace talks are led by the United Nations and the United States. Whenever Arafat or his representatives meet with Israel, Islamic fundamen​talist groups bomb and kill Israelis. They say that Arafat does not represent the Muslims and Arabs in this struggle. They see him as just a political man looking for a little piece of land to establish a little state called the state of Palestine. It doesn't matter if it's in the Gaza Strip or the West Bank.
When Arafat signed an agreement with Israel at the Madrid Conference in 1991, the Islamic groups were very upset. They proclaimed that Arafat had no right to sign an agreement giving up land.
The Muslim fundamentalist groups in the Middle East understand and practice true Islam and have the full Islamic picture of the relationship between Muslims and Jews. They will never be satisfied by what Arafat is looking for. Their point of view about peace agreements can be summed up this way:
We do not accept these agreements with the Jews because if we accept them, it will take us away from the practice of jihad, which is the highest calling of our faith. We.cannot stop practicing our animosity toward the Jews because we are commanded by the Quranic verses to continue hating the Jews and believing that they are the worst enemies of ours until the end of time.8
Negotiation will not work because that is the political solution. Political solutions work for political problems. For example, the problem of apartheid in South Africa was solved by a political solution because it was a political problem. There was no religious foundation to it. But the problem between Islam and Israel is a religious problem from the Muslim point of view.
Elimination of Israel
The only acceptable solution, from the Muslim point of view, is to eliminate Israel. As the Covenant of the Hamas states:
The Islamic Resistance Movement is a distinguished Palestinian movement, whose allegiance is to Allah, and whose way of life is Islam. It strives to raise the banner of Allah over every inch of Palestine.
—Article 69
Israel will exist and will continue to exist until Islam will obliterate it, just as it obliterated others before it.

—Preamble to the Covenant of Hamas10

It is not just the radical jihad groups who make these kinds of statements. They are preached in mosques throughout the Islamic world. You can go to a website on the Internet that gives you the English translation of some of these sermons (www.alminbar.net). In a recent message at a major mosque in al-Riyadh in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the sheikh stated:
Today the Islamic nation already knows that the Holy Land will not be liberated by dallying at vacation sites or sitting around the negotiating table with infidels. The solution is to do what the Prophet did to the Jews when they violated the agreements. The solution regarding the Jews is as the Prophet Muhammad said: "I have brought slaughter upon you." Yes, the solution for these is not peace and harmony. Jihad, not peace, is the solution.11
A book published in the United States declared:
Every Muslim must believe that it's a very high calling from Allah in his life to go and to fight and to kill the Jews.12
The Christian Broadcasting Network recorded an inter​view with a Muslim sheikh in England. In that interview they asked him what he thought about Israel. He responded with a metaphor that jihad groups have been using for decades: Israel is a cancer planted by the Western countries and the United States. It's the responsibility of Muslims everywhere to participate in the effort to remove Israel completely.13
Muslim Understanding of Suicide Missions
The Palestinian fight against Israel is supported by the highest levels of Islamic religious authority. The Great Imam of Al-Azhar (comparable in status to the pope of the Roman Catholic Church) was interviewed after the first female
Palestinian suicide bomber blew herself up. He made this statement: "Every Palestinian person—man or woman— who blows himself up will be a martyr."14
Martyrdom is a technical religious term. A martyr will go directly to Paradise—no waiting in the grave like other Muslims; no judging on Judgment Day; Paradise guaranteed.
Islam teaches Muslims that if they fight jihad they cannot lose. If they get killed, they are martyrs and go to Paradise. If they win, they enjoy the victory. There is no way to lose a battle fought for Islam.
The West calls them suicide bombings. But to Muslims, this is not suicide. This is fighting. Jihad is to kill or die—not just to kill, but also to die.
Killing for jihad is totally different from committing a murder. Islam makes a clear distinction between the two. Islam condemns lawless killing in society. But it upholds killing in jihad. (See chapter nine.)
Conclusion
Now you can see what Palestinian Muslims believe about their fight against Israel. Is it any wonder that peace has not been found! In the next short chapter, I want to give you a very unique perspective on this situation. You know a lot about the way Muslims feel toward Israel. There is another side to the Muslim psyche. You need to understand how Muslims believe that the Jews feel toward them.
Chapter 22
Muslims Believe

Jews Hate Them
M

USLIMS HAVE A WELL-DEVELOPED ATTITUDE and rationale about the Jewish people. They are taught in the Quran, in hadith, by tradition, by culture, in school, at home, in the cafe and on the street. They know for sure that Jews are their number one enemy. Muslims also believe that Jews have the same feelings against them. To put it bluntly, Muslims believe the Jews hate Islam and want to destroy it.
Dr. Mustafa Mahmoud, one of the most popular writers in the Arabic world today, wrote that Jews want to "pull up Islam by its roots." He claimed that the Jewish involvement in the Battle of the Trench was their first attempt to eradicate Islam. He also wrote that the Jews are behind wars all over the world with the motive of destroying Islam. Other Muslim writers share his views.1
Muslims believe that Jews have a long list of reasons for wanting to destroy Islam. An Islamic professor listed those reasons in his book, Threatening and Challenging. They include:
· The Jews are mad because God rejected them as His chosen people and chose the Muslims instead.

· The Quran has exposed to the world that Jews are the source of all evil.

· Muhammad was more powerful than all the Jewish prophets before him. He was the final prophet, and the Quran was the final revelation.

· Muhammad destroyed the Jewish settlements and forced them to leave Arabia.

· The Muslim scholars proved they are more powerful and honest and faithful than the Jewish rabbis because Muslim scholars never tried to change the Holy Quran. They claimed Jewish rabbis changed the Word of God and replaced it with their own words, thus forfeiting the position and the authority that was given them by God.

· During their history of battles and wars, Muslim soldiers and fighters proved to be stronger than Jewish soldiers (until modern times when sec​ular Muslims were fighting Israel).

· Jews know that a strong Jewish state and a strong Islamic state cannot exist together at the same time.

· Muslims would not allow the Jews to establish a new state on their lands, and they would not let the Jews have the Temple Mount.

According to this Muslim author, the above reasons come together to make Jewish hatred toward Muslims complete. In other words, he thinks that Jews consider Muslims to be their worst enemy.2
I am sad to say that all these things were what I believed when I was practicing Islam in Egypt. I was a product of Islam, and my heart had been poisoned. I believed the Jews were engaged in an unfinished battle against Islam.
Let me conclude by saying that I have learned that most
Jews do not have hatred against Muslims. Most Jews just want to be allowed to live their lives and practice their faith. They don't mind Muslims practicing their faith as long as Muslims do not cause harm to the Jewish people.
The Jewish Scriptures do not teach hatred toward Islam. They don't even mention Islam, because Islam didn't exist at the time they were written.
A lot of Jews in Israel are very frustrated by the Palestinians, but they are not trying to destroy the religion of Islam.
The Picture Is Complete
Now I believe you have a good understanding of the founda​tion underneath the relationship between Islam and the Jews today. The next section of the book will be very exciting, because it tells how these two groups can be brought together.
Section 7

How Muslims and Jews Can Be Reconciled

Chapter 23
The Way to Peace

W

HO IS GOING TO STOP THE violence, the suicide and the bloodshed in the Middle East? I can say for sure that it is not the United Nations, it is not the United States of America, and it is not more peace talks. There is no power in this world that is able to clean the hearts of Muslims and bring reconciliation between them and the Jews except the blood of Jesus Christ.
When I look back to those years that I lived, studied and taught Islam, I see the darkness in which I was living. I was indoctrinated by the Quran, and I had no idea that the only source of peace for this world is the Prince of Peace, the Lord Jesus Christ.
When I was a Muslim, Jesus was just a prophet to me, just a man, like many men who were chosen by God to deliver His message to the world, but they couldn't change the world. They couldn't reconcile people with each other. They couldn't take hatred away from the hearts of evil people. They couldn't change lives. They couldn't bring the dead back to life. Only God can do this.
But I praise the Lord that after meeting Him I received the truth, and I started to see the true nature of Jesus, that He is the living God and the Prince of Peace. Then I knew that peace was possible in the world through Jesus Christ.
Jesus Is Peace
I remember how amazed and excited I was when I read Ephesians 2:11-21 for the first time. It was during the time when I was receiving victory over the old Muslim man inside me at Youth With A Mission in South Africa. I saw the reality of my life in the words of these verses.
Paul was writing to Gentiles in Ephesus. He wanted them to understand that their relationship with Christ also changed their relationship with the people around them, particularly the Jews. First Paul reminded them:
Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called "uncircumcised" by those who call themselves "the circumcision"... remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citi​zenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of promise, without hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who were once far away have been brought near through the blood of Christ.
—Ephesians 2:11-13
As a Muslim, I was just like Paul's description of the Gentiles. I was "far away" from God, without hope. But God brought me near to Himself, and in doing that, He brought me near to His people, the Jews. I love what Paul wrote next. It's about how Jesus makes peace between two former enemies—the Gentiles and the Jews.
For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hos​tility, by abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace, and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death
their hostility. He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who are near.
—Ephesians 2:14-17
Do you see this most wonderful picture of reconciliation? Jesus' blood shed on the cross two thousand years ago was for reconciliation. Jesus made peace not only between man and God, but also between man and man.
Jesus preached peace to those far away (Gentiles) and to those who were near (Jews). Through Himself, He made one out of two; he made the two groups, Jews and Gentiles, into one people. He destroyed "the dividing wall of hostility" between these peoples. He "put hostility to death."
By my life experience, I can witness this is the Word of God. God practiced this Word in my life. I know where I came from as a Muslim, and I know the love in my heart toward Jewish people now. Just as Jesus brings together Gentiles and Jews, He brings together Muslims and Jews.
There is a totally new picture when people come together through Jesus Christ. Paul explained:
Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people and members of God's household, built on the foundation of the apos​tles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord.
—Ephesians 2:19-21
When I became a Christian, I became part of one house​hold that included Jews and every other person who believes Jesus is the Son of God. All together we are a holy temple unto the Lord. This is the picture of peace.
Finally, let's see who lives in this holy temple, built out of people who were former enemies.
You... are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.
—Ephesians 2:22
Jews, Gentiles, former Muslims, atheists, idol worshipers—as followers of Jesus we become one temple where the Spirit of God lives.
Chapter 24
The Calling of the Church 
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T IS SO WONDERFUL TO HAVE hope for the situation between Muslims and Jews because Jesus is the way to peace. At the same time, this is a great challenge to those of us who are Christians. We can't just sit back and allow Jews and Muslims to continue as they are.

Here is how the church can reach them:

1. Accept the Great Commission that Jesus gave: "Go and make disciples of all nations" (Matt. 28:19). This includes reaching out to both Muslims and Jews 

2. Prepare. The church needs to raise up workers who are called for this specific mission. They will need special training and equipping before they go to the field. The church will have to set aside some of its budget to fund these missions and to provide for the needs of the workers
Support. The missionaries on the front line must have prayer warriors to support them. Some of these prayer warriors need to move from the home church to the front lines, spending time with the workers, praying with them, asking the Lord to give them strength and opportunity to share the Good News. The prayer warriors also need to pray in the field

itself, claiming the salvation of God to take place in this land amongst these people.
4. Cooperate. Whenever possible, the church should work in cooperation with former Muslims and Messianic Jews. They know their peoples, lands and cultures, and they know how to present the truth to them.
5. Be wise. Some Muslim governments have laws against trying to convert a Muslim. This cannot stop evangelism, but it will change its methods.
Most Effective Methods
There are many different groups that are already spreading the Good News among Muslims, and I thank God for them. Each group has its favorite method, with varying degrees of effectiveness.
One time I was with a man in South Africa who worked in Muslim evangelism. I went with him to a hotel where we met some Muslims from that area. My friend handed the Muslim leader a copy of the New Testament. The Muslim leader left us and went to the kitchen. In my spirit, I knew exactly what was happening. He was throwing that Bible in the trash. I went after him into the kitchen and started looking for the trash can. When I found it, the Bible was inside.
"Why didn't you just tell my friend that you didn't want his Bible?" I asked him.

He had no answer for me, but I knew he would never tol​erate someone doing something like that to him. I said, "What would happen if you gave me a copy of the Quran, and I threw it in the trash?"
He said, "I would kill you."
My point is that just handing a Muslim a Bible is not very
likely to win him over. This is because he already has too much resistance built up toward other beliefs. He is not going to open a Bible unless his heart has already been pre​pared to hear the gospel.
Why do Muslims have such strong defenses against the Good News? From their point of view, they don't need it. They already worship God. They have a holy book. They have a history. Islam is their life. It's is not just something they do in the mosque. Their culture and their religion are completely mixed together.
This is solid rock. How are we going to move this rock?
I believe the best method for Muslim evangelism is building relationships one-on-one. I would advise you not to speak to even a small group of Muslims, because none of them will want to appear to question Islam in front of the others. This setting just opens the door for a big argument because the Quran teaches Muslims to argue.
So again, I believe the best way to reach a Muslim is one-on-one. Give some thought to those with whom you speak. Friendships should be man to man, woman to woman, young to young and old to old.
It will be hard work, and you will have to answer many questions. As I said earlier, people who are working on the front lines with Muslims need prayer support. One of the biggest challenges you will face is the spirit of religion. Let's look at what the Bible says about the spirit of religion.
The Spirit of Religion
No matter where you find Muslims (in the West or the East), you will see the spirit of religion in operation. Intercessors need to ask God to control this spirit so that the Good News can reach the hearts of the people.
The spirit of religion is the way Satan deceives people into
thinking that they are pleasing God when they are actually just doing what seems good to them. It's about doing reli​gious things instead of doing what God wants.
Muslims spend much time and energy practicing their reli​gion, but they are never pleasing God. This is Satan's great deception in their lives.
The Spirit of Religion Among Believers
You will even find the spirit of religion among people who are worshiping the God of the Bible. The most powerful chapter in the Bible exposing the spirit of religion is Isaiah 58. God's people were doing fasts, thinking that God would be pleased, but God was not responding to them (v. 3). Why? God explained:
Yet on the day of your fasting, you do as you please
and exploit all your workers. Your fasting ends in quarreling and strife,
and in striking each other with wicked fists. You cannot fast as you do today
and expect your voice to be heard on high.
—Isaiah 58:3-4
In other words, your acts of service to God are not accept​able when you are fighting with the people around you. God wants more than people performing religious duties. He said:
Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the chains of injustice
and untie the cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free
and break every yoke? Is it not to share your food with the hungry
and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter— when you see the naked, to clothe him,

and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood?... Then you will call, and the Lord will answer.
—Isaiah 58:6-9
God told His people to look around them for those who are oppressed, those who are hungry, those without shelter or clothing. "Take care of these people, and you will please Me," He said.
Jesus ran into the spirit of religion in the Jewish temple. He was teaching there on the Sabbath day when He saw a woman who had been crippled by an evil spirit for eighteen years. Jesus healed her, and the religious Jewish leaders got very upset. They told the people, "There are six days for work. So come and be healed on those days, not on the Sabbath" (Luke 13:14).
They forgot they were not just talking to a man or a prophet. Jesus was God Himself, standing in front of them. He was the God of the Law of Moses.
Jesus said, "You hypocrites! Doesn't each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or donkey from the stall and lead it out to give it water? Then should not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has kept bound for eighteen long years, be set free on the Sabbath day from what bound her?" (v. 15).
In this story Jesus fulfilled the Word of God in Isaiah 58. He showed again that God wants righteous people led by the Spirit of God, not people who are worshiping the law and for​getting the heart of mercy of God.
The spirit of religion is powerful among Muslims and Jews. It is found in many churches as well, including the church of the Middle East. In the next chapter I want to introduce you to the Middle Eastern church. It has had many struggles, but it is also in the best position to reach many Jews and Muslims who need the Good News.
Chapter 25

The Struggles of the Middle Eastern Church

O

NE DAY I WAS ABOUT TO speak at an Arabic church in the United States, and the pastor mentioned in his intro​duction that I had been interviewed on The 700 Club. The 700 Club is the television ministry of Pat Robertson, who strongly supports Israel.
I got up to speak and was near the end of my message when an Arab man stood up and started accusing me. "Why did you accept the invitation to appear on The 700 Club} Don't you know who Pat Robertson is? This man is not a Christian. This man is a Zionist. This man is supporting Jews in Israel who kill our people and destroy our homes."
I was sure this man was a Muslim. I spoke to him kindly and said, "I am almost finished. After this meeting, let's go outside and have some coffee and talk about this." Later I spoke with the man and discovered to my shock that he was a Christian. I couldn't believe how much he sounded like a Muslim when he spoke about Israel.
Unfortunately, his attitude against Jews is very common in the church of the Middle East.
In this chapter, I pray for God to help me present to you the situation of the church in the Middle East. Western Christians may be surprised at how different this church is compared to the Western church.
The Missing Evangelists
I believe the saddest thing about the church in the Middle East is that they are the missing evangelists. The church of the Middle East has the best opportunity to help reconcile Muslims and Jews by presenting them with the gospel. Unfortunately, this hasn't been happening.
The church of the Middle East doesn't want to reach out to Muslims or Jews. They avoid the Muslims because Christians are often persecuted for converting a Muslim. They avoid the Jews because they consider Jews to be their enemies—just as the Muslims do.
This attitude may surprise you. However, it helps to remember that the church of the Middle East has survived in the land of fire and focuses most of its energy toward not get​ting burned. It is in survival mode.
The Christians have been at the mercy of politics in the Middle East ever since Muhammad's army conquered their countries. Christian leaders are not free. They are under the shadow of the government. As a result, they have isolated themselves from the community. They don't want to take the risk of bringing anyone new into the church.
When I became a Christian in Egypt, I had a very hard time finding a church that would allow me to attend services. I went personally to three different pastors who told me that I was not welcome in their churches. I finally went to a monastery, far outside Cairo, hoping they would help me because they were far away from the secret police in the city. Even they refused, but they gave me the name of one more pastor who might help. I went to that church the next day. The pastor was very tough at first, trying to make sure I was honest. He did accept me, and I worshiped with that church for a year until I left Egypt.
I thank God for this pastor who was willing to take a big risk to reach out to a Muslim convert. I was careful not to cause him trouble. I took a bus to church instead of driving my car to avoid being followed by radical Muslims. I did not tell my story to members of the church. I also was careful not to get stopped by the Egyptian policeman who was assigned as a security guard at the door of the church. Until the policeman got used to seeing me, I was always careful to go in and out of the door mixed in with a large group of people.
As you can see just by my stories, the church exists under a lot of fear and intimidation. I believe this is part of the reason they have adopted the Muslim attitudes against Israel. It helps their relationship with Muslims a little bit. Here is a sample of what they believe.
Opposition to the Jews
Pope Shenuda, the leader of the Coptic Orthodox Church in Egypt, has done a good job of expressing the beliefs of the church about the Jews. Most Middle Eastern Christians share his beliefs (both orthodox and evangelical). In a series of interviews that were published in a book, he expressed the following ideas:
God is finished with the Jews.
Pope Shenuda said, "Our Christian religion says God is finished already with the Jews. As the chosen people, the Jews received the message of God and protected His books. The Christians have come and taken over that position... There is no place for the Jews in God's plan any more."1
The Jews do not have a divine right to present-day Israel.
Pope Shenuda was asked about the biblical references that speak of Jews returning to the Promised Land. He replied,
"The promise of God for Israel that is in the Bible speaks about the past, not the present. It wasn't a promise that dealt with their future. The promise was given to the Jews in the Old Testament, but not to the Jews in our present time."2
Muslims have more in common with Christians than the Jews because Muslims accept Jesus as a prophet and Jews do not.
Pope Shenuda said, "Islam believes that Jesus Christ came and was born of the Virgin Mary, and Islam believes the mir​acles done by Jesus, and the Quran describes this. Islam calls the Christians the People of the Book. Islam acknowledges us and respects us, but the Jews are denying every religion."3
Another Arabic leader in the Middle Eastern church made a similar statement. He asserted that God would be more supportive of Muslims than Jews for the following reason:
The Jews have rejected Jesus and deny Him, but the Arab Muslims have never rejected Christ. They believe in Jesus. Why would God would take the side of the people who denied, rejected, and killed Jesus (i.e., the Jews), and turn against the people who believe in him as a prophet (i.e., the Muslims)?4
Christians should not visit Israel until Jerusalem is under the control of Arabs.
Pope Shenuda has forbidden Coptic Christians (the Orthodox Church of Egypt) to visit Israel. He reasoned:
1. If we visit Israel, it will say that we agree with what Israel is doing to the Arabs and Palestinians.
2. The money we spend in Israel will be a source of income for the Jews to use against the Arabs.
He declared, "I will not visit Jerusalem until it is delivered from the hands of the Jews into the hands of the Arabs. Then
I will go to Jerusalem with my hand in the hand of Sheikh Al-Azhar (the highest Muslim religious leader at Al-Azhar)."5
The Stronghold of Tradition/ Spirit of Religion
Rejection of Old Testament
Because of their attitude toward the Jews, many Christians in the Middle East believe the Old Testament is no longer valid. A friend who pastors an Arabic church told me, "When I preached from the Old Testament, they would say, 'We don't believe it, and if you won't stop preaching from the Old Testament, we won't come back to your church ever again.'"
These Christians said the Old Testament was for the Jews only. They did not recognize that God used the Old Testament to speak to the whole world.
Influence of Arab culture on the Arabic Bible
Another big issue for the Middle Eastern church is what word is used for God in the Arabic language Christian Bible. Most Westerners will be shocked to learn what word is used for God the Father in the Arabic Bible. It is Allah. So John 3:16 reads, "For Allah so loved the world..." When the Arabic Bible refers to other parts of the Trinity, it says Allah the Son or Allah the Holy Spirit.
For myself, I hate this feature of the Arabic Bible. I was delivered from Islam, and I have no desire to read the name of Allah in my Bible. Hatred, destruction, killing, anger, deceit, racism and hopelessness—this is the name Allah to me.
However, Arab Christians say that they want to have the name Allah because it comes from their Arabic heritage. They say that the name Allah was being used in Arabia before Islam. However, the fact is that the name Allah has never referred to the one true God of heaven.
I share this issue with you to help you understand that there is a spirit of religion in the Middle Eastern church that needs to be changed. This is just one of its evidences.
Spirit of fear
Another great challenge for the church is the spirit of fear. I know a wonderful Christian Arab lady who is active in evan​gelism. She told me this story:

My son came one day and asked me, "Mom, if a Muslim fanatic came to you and told you to convert to Islam, and that if you refused he will kill your children, what would you do?"
I waited a minute, but I told him, "I will not deny Christ, even if he's going to threaten me to kill my chil​dren."
My son left the room saying, "Mom, I am so happy to hear that from you and to know that me and my brothers cannot take the place of Jesus Christ in your life. Thank you, Mom. You gave me another lesson about what faith in Jesus Christ is like."
This family is literally living out this verse:
Anyone who loves his father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves his son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.
—Matthew 10:37 The disciples were able to spread the Good News to the entire world because the blood of Jesus defeated Satan and destroyed the stronghold of the spirit of fear. Jesus told His disciples:
Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul.
—Matthew 10:28

Paul, who suffered great persecution, wrote:
What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ.
—PHILIPPIANS3:8
I cry to God every day asking the Lord to destroy any type of stronghold that discourages the church from carrying out the Great Commission that God gave. I ask God to give them victory over fear of the Muslims.
God Is Moving
There are Christians in the Middle East who do not follow the typical pattern. They are working hard and courageously to give the Good News to any type of person they encounter. These are wonderful people, and my prayer is for more of them.
I salute the courage of people like Pastor A.B., a young man of thirty who is living in Cairo. He was raised in the evangelical church in Egypt. He is working underground amongst the Muslims there, telling them about the Good News. I met him during a lecture at a Christian college. He was full of love for all people without Jesus. He told me, "I believe that our responsibility as God's children is to evange​lize the Jews in the Middle East and to witness to them and tell them about the Messiah."
This is the desire of my heart. It is my cry to God that He can put His love in the Middle Eastern church for Jews and also for Muslims. I pray that the church can be a bridge between Muslims and Jews in the Middle East. I ask the Lord to change their hearts and give them a better understanding of the Word of God and the heart of Jesus Christ.
The Lord is faithful, and He can answer our prayer. The Lord is more jealous than me—more than anyone—for His church. He has a plan for His church, and He will fulfill that plan.
The Spirit of God is moving every day in the hearts of the Christians and Christian leaders in the Middle East. The Lord is opening the eyes of His children, and they are seeing the heart of God toward Jews and Muslims.
Chapter 26
Testimonies From the PLO and Hizbollah 
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o one is beyond Jesus' ability to change. Here I would like to tell you the stories of two former Muslims. The first is a man who was doing combat against Israel with the PLO. The second is a woman who was doing weapons training for Hizbollah, a radical Islamic group in Lebanon.
Former   PLO  Member  Takes   Gospel to   Jews
This is the wonderful testimony of a Palestinian man who grew up in Saudi Arabia and fought for the PLO (Palestinian
Liberation Organization). He told me:
After the Six-Day War in 1967,1 decided to leave Saudi
Arabia    and    join    the    Palestinian     Liberation
Organization in Jordan to fight and to kill the Jews. I
was stationed at the border of Jordan and Israel.
I fought in many battles between the PLO and the Israelis in the 1960s and 1970s. I remembered that one day I was sitting with two of my friends with whom I fought when suddenly an Israeli bomb hit in the midst of us, and both my friends were blown in half right in front of me. They died immediately. I went to the hos​pital, and I found out that I wasn't injured at all.
In 1974,1 left Jordan and returned to the Gulf coun​tries. My family asked me to travel to Egypt to continue my studies. But I told them that I wished to continue

my studies in America, not in Egypt. My family became very upset and said, "That isn't possible. We cannot send you there. It's the country of the Great Satan."

After I caused lots of trouble to my family, they allowed me to travel to the United States. I arrived there, and I went to study at a university.

I met an American Christian believer who started to evangelize me, telling me about Jesus. At first I rejected the idea that Jesus could be a savior. I also rejected the idea that Jesus could be the Son of God. But this American Christian started to take me to the Book of John, explaining to me about the truth of Jesus Christ, the Savior, who is the Son of God.

Later on, the Lord touched my heart and saved me. I felt as if there were a mountain on my back that was taken away when I came to the Lord. I started to experience the peace and the comfort of Jesus Christ over my life.

The Word of God through the Bible came to me in a very simple way. I learned that God said, "Love one another and love your enemies." The first people that the Lord had put on my heart were the Jews, the people I had fought against. After I was saved, I started praying for the Jews. Many times I asked myself, Why did I hate these people like that? Why had I declared them my enemies and gone out and killed them?
I realized that I had lived my life by the deception of the Islamic belief and culture.

This man's life was changed dramatically. He now shares the love of Jesus Christ with the Jewish community in the United States. The Lord is using him in an amazing way.

It is nothing short of a miracle that a Palestinian Muslim, who was killing Jews and who was on the payroll of the Palestinian Liberation Organization, found true liberation from the only true Liberator, Jesus Christ. Now, instead of

being in the army of Yasser Arafat, he is in God's army, not to bring the lives of Jews to an end, but to give the lives of Jews a new beginning.

Member of Hizbollah Meets Jesus

Through Messianic Jew
During my visit to the state of Michigan three years ago, I met a Muslim woman from Lebanon who had accepted Jesus. From the first moment I spoke with her, I felt there was a heavy story in this woman's past. I was interested to find out more about her life before she came to the United States. The Lord answered my prayer, and I recently inter​viewed her. Here is her story.

In 1967, after the Six-Day War, and after the black July when the Jordanian king was killing thousands of Palestinians in Jordan, I felt that I had to stand with the Palestinians and do whatever I could. I started to col​lect food and clothes in and around where I lived, and I put them in a container, taking it to the Palestinian refugees. The picture was starting to become clear more and more about the conflict in the Middle East between the Arab Muslims and the Jews.

I started to believe that Israel had no right to exist in the Middle East because the land was a Muslim one. I believed that it was not promised for the Jews. I was taught it should be an Islamic state and a Palestinian nation there—not Israel, not for the Jews.

In 1975, after the death of my father, I decided to join the Muslim militant group fighting the Israelis in South Lebanon [Hizbollah]. I became a trainer, training the young people how to use the weapons [guns, rockets] and how to fight the Jews in South Lebanon.

I lived for five years after my father's death struggling with the ideology and teaching of Islam. During these

years of struggling I harbored great anger and hatred, not only toward the Jews, but also toward the Arab countries that acted so weak and forgot their responsi​bility to stand in the face of the Jews and to fight them and to liberate Palestine from the Jewish hands.

My disappointment with Arabs and the Arabic countries was always making me question, "Allah, Where are you?"

When I started reading the Quran, I realized that this problem wasn't just between Muslims and Jews; it was between Allah and the Jews first. In the midst of this situ​ation, I started to ask myself whether Allah were on the side of the Jews, because the Jews never stopped beating the Arabs when they fought with one another. In 1948, 1956, 1967, 1973—in all these wars the Jews were always victorious. So if there were a God who cared for them to help them win, it must be a different God from the one I knew. I started searching for this God.

My father had been desirous of me to leave Lebanon and go to the United States to have a peaceful and stable life. Several years after his death, I felt I had to be faithful to him and leave the Middle East to live in the United States.

The Lord did a miracle in my life when I came to the United States. I visited an American church, and there I met a Jewish woman who had accepted the Lord Jesus. She worshiped in this church. We started a friendship, and she shared Jesus with me. Through her the Lord delivered me from Islam and drew me into His kingdom and His family.

The most exciting thing about God's plan for my life was that He used a Jewish woman to tell me about Jesus and to lead me to Him. The Lord destroyed every wall between me and the Jews. The Lord destroyed the stronghold of Islam and the hatred that I grew up with

toward the Jews. He united me with this Jewish woman to be sisters in the blood of Jesus Christ.

Before I was saved, I believed that Jerusalem would be delivered from the hands of the Jews and returned to the Muslims. All my prayers to Allah were for him to be with the Muslims and give them victory over the Jewish nation. After I got saved, the stronghold of racism against non-Muslims, especially the Jews, fell down in a pile of ashes. Today I do not pray for one nation—I pray for the entire world, including Muslims and Jews, to come to the knowledge of Jesus Christ. I believe there isn't anyone who can reconcile the Muslim and the Jew except Jesus. He is the only one who can establish peace in the Middle East through both Jews and Muslims accepting Him and being redeemed by His blood.

Conclusion
I believe we will hear more testimonies like these as God moves among Muslim people. The events of September 11, 2001 have had a positive effect on Muslim evangelism. That day showed the whole world, including Muslims, how ugly Islam is. By my estimation, more Muslims were converted to Christianity in the year after September 11 than have been converted in the past two hundred years.

Epilogue
T

HE SUBTITLE OF THIS BOOK IS "The Unfinished Battle." This refers to Islam's unfinished battle against the Jews. However, there are other levels of meaning as well.
First, Satan is fighting an unfinished battle against God. Satan's goal is to prevent as many people as possible from knowing God, and he has done this successfully with 1.3 bil​lion people who are following Islam.
Second, the Christian church is fighting an unfinished battle to bring the Good News to all the people of the world, including the Muslims and the Jews. This is not a fight in the natural world. This is a fight in the spiritual world that must be supported by prayer.
Please join with me in prayer.
Prayer for Muslims
Ask God to break down the stronghold and the influence of the following:
1. The power of the Quran over Muslims
2. The power of the prayers that Muslims pray five times a day
3. The power of Ramadan month (the month of fasting)
4. The power of Muslim mosques and Muslim preaching
5. The power of Mecca, specifically the pilgrimage (hajj)
6. The power of the Arab/Muslim culture
7. The power of the world media, who create an opportunity for the poison of Islam to spread
worldwide and deceive many
8. The power of Muhammad's name, personality and way of life over Muslims, because he is the example they follow. We want God to destroy this example in their lives and replace it with Jesus.
9. The spirit of religion that has captured millions of people in the Middle East and around the Islamic world
10. The historical stronghold of hatred in Muslims' hearts toward Jews
11. Pray for new revelation from God to Muslim peoples so that they can see the true Jesus of the Bible, not the false one presented in the Quran.
12. Pray for a breakthrough in reaching out to Muslims worldwide, specifically in the Islamic countries, breaking the spirit of antichrist among government leaders who make laws that prohibit Christian missionary activity.
13. Pray for clear vision and good strategy for reaching Muslims worldwide.
14. Pray for Muslims to experience the love of Jesus.
Prayer for Christians
1. Ask the Lord to challenge the Christian church to love the Muslim converts and to adopt them into the body of Jesus Christ.
2. Pray for God to raise up workers to reach out to Muslims.
3. Pray for God to provide the finances and equip​ment for the missionaries who are going to work in the Middle East.
4. Pray that God will bring together Muslim con​verts and Messianic Jews so that they can work together to bring salvation to both Muslims and Jews.
5. Pray for the Spirit of God to reveal Himself supernaturally to people who are influenced by the spirit of religion and to show them the nature of His character.
Prayer for the Author
May I also ask you to remember me in your prayers.
1. Pray for me as a Christian soldier standing on the front lines, proclaiming the name of Jesus against the spirit of Islam, working and crying for Muslims to come and to see the light of Jesus.
2. Pray for my protection from the evil of Islam and safety for my travels.
3. Pray for my family, that the Lord can shine His light upon their lives and bring them to the knowledge of Jesus Christ.
4. Pray for the team that I am working with in this great ministry for protection and blessing from the Lord.
Appendix A
Abraham and Ishmael: Who Tells the Real Story?
T

O GET TO THE TRUTH, YOU have to do some digging. Reading this essay will take some extra effort on your part, but the reward will be a very deep understanding of what Islam teaches about Abraham and his two sons, Ishmael and Isaac. This will take you a long way toward under​standing the relationship between Muslims and Jews today.
The Significance of Abraham and Ishmael to a Muslim
To a Muslim, Abraham is the first true worshiper of Allah. Abraham is an example of submission to Allah because he rejected his own people to follow the one true god.
Muslims honor Ishmael as a great prophet on the same level as Moses to the Jews. They believe Allah commanded Abraham to take Ishmael, not Isaac, on the mountain to be sacrificed. Therefore, Ishmael is honored for his submission to Allah. When a Muslim takes a pilgrimage to Mecca, he must sacrifice a lamb in memory of Ishmael.1
The Quran refers to Allah several times as the god of Abraham, Ishmael, Isaac and Jacob (Surah 2:133; see also Surah 2:136, 140; 3:84; 4:163).
There are three significant events involving Abraham and Ishmael that are taught in Islam:

1. Abraham leaves Ishmael and his mother in the desert.
2. Abraham offers Ishmael as a sacrifice to Allah.
3. Abraham and Ishmael build a temple to Allah together.
In the next pages we will compare the Bible account and the Islamic account (based on the Quran and Muhammad's teach​ings). I will point out the significant differences between the two. I will also explain what these differences demonstrate, including that:
· Muhammad used the story of Abraham to make Islam more appealing to his audience.

· The Islamic account of events has logical incon​sistencies.

· Muhammad's distortion of their Scriptures helped cause the Jews of Arabia to turn against him.

· The differences between the biblical and Islamic accounts are so great that one must be wrong and the other must be right.

Abraham Leaves Hagar and Ishmael in the Desert
Ishmael was the son of Abraham and his wife's Egyptian ser​vant Hagar. The conflict between Hagar and Abraham's wife Sarah became so bad that Abraham sent Hagar away. The Bible tells this story, as did Muhammad (in hadith). Now we will compare these two stories and see the false picture that is presented to Muslims.
Ishmael and Hagar: the Islamic version
Abraham took Hagar and Ishmael to Mecca, [which is

in present-day Saudi Arabia]. Hagar sat down to nurse Ishmael, and Abraham put a bag of dates and a water skin of water near them.2
Then Abraham started to travel back to his home. Abraham prayed for Hagar and Ishmael to receive favor and sustenance from the people they would encounter.*
Hagar's water ran out, and she could no longer nurse Ishmael. The child began tossing in agony, and she left him because she could not bear to look at him. Hagar was in a small valley, and she climbed the nearest mountain, called As-Safe. She looked for help and saw no one. So she ran across the valley to the mountain on the opposite side, called Al-Marwah. [These mountains are at present-day Mecca]. Again she looked for help. She repeated this seven times.
The last time she heard a voice and then saw an angel at the place oiZamzam [This is a spring that is in Mecca]. The angel dug at the earth with his heel (or wing) until the water flowed out. The angel told her: "Don't be afraid of being neglected, for this is the House of Allah, which will be built by this boy and his father, and Allah never neglects his people."3
When Muslims do the hajj, they have special duties in remembrance of this story. The Quran teaches:
Verily! As-Safa and Al-Marwah (two mountains in Makkah) are of the Symbols of Allah. So it is not a sin on him who performs Hajj or 'Umrah (pilgrimage) of the House (the Ka'bah at Makkah) to perform the going (Tawaf) between them (As-Safa and Al-Marwa).
—Surah 2:158
This tradition is still practiced today. When you go to Mecca 

*This prayer is in Surah 14:37

for bajj, you will go to a huge corridor that is built inside the mosque. The corridor has a divider in the middle. Thousands of people at a time move back and forth, back and forth through this great corridor to commemorate Hagar going back and forth between the mountains. Afterward the people crowd around the spring that Hagar was said to drink from.
When I made my own pilgrimage to Mecca as a Muslim, I was a part of this crowd of people. As a scholar, I under​stood the significance of what I was doing. But in my heart it felt very empty.
Now let's look at the biblical version of the story.
Ishmael and Hagar: the biblical version
Sarah became angry when Ishmael, who was about six​teen years old at the time, was mocking during the great feast that was held when Isaac was weaned. Sarah insisted that Hagar and Ishmael be sent away. Abraham was distressed, but God told Abraham, "I will make the son of the maidservant into a nation also, because he is your offspring."
The next morning Abraham took some food and water and gave them to Hagar. Then he sent her and Ishmael away, and they wandered into the desert of Beersheba. [This is the present-day Sinai Desert in Egypt, which is close to Canaan, but a long way from Mecca.]
When the water was gone, Hagar put Ishmael under a bush and went away because she could not bear to watch him die. God heard Ishmael crying and the angel of God called to Hagar and said, "Do not be afraid... for I will make him into a great nation."
Then God opened Hagar's eyes, and she saw a well of water. She filled the skin with water and gave it to Ishmael.
—Genesis 21:8-19, author's paraphrase
Important differences
Where was Abraham living with Hagar, Sarah and the two sons?
· Hadith/Quran: Not clear

· Bible: Canaan (in the area of present-day Israel)

Where did Hagar go?
· Hadith/Quran: Abraham took her to Mecca

· Bible: Abraham sent her away, and she wan​dered to the Sinai Desert.

How old was Ishmael when Abraham sent him and his mother away?
· Hadith/Quran: a nursing child, probably two years old or less

· Bible: Sixteen years old

Let's consider where Abraham and his family were living. The Bible says they were in Canaan. On the other hand, if you study Islamic history only, you will get the impression that Abraham stayed in Chaldea. (Islamic history makes no men​tion of him going to Canaan.) Please refer to the map on page 198 and see how far Abraham, Hagar and the infant/toddler Ishmael had to travel to get to Mecca from Chaldea. If they had the benefit of traveling by camel, it would have taken three months or more. By car today it would take around thirty hours.
Now consider the biblical account. See how close the Sinai Desert is to Canaan. It is easy to see how a woman and a sixteen-year-old boy could walk there. By camel it would take less than one week. You can get there by car one day.
What promise did God make about Ishmael?
· Hadith: He and his father would build the House of Allah in Mecca.

Abraham's Journeys 

· Bible: The descendants of Ishmael will be a great nation.
Remember that the Arabs recognized Ishmael as their father. Consider the benefits to Muhammad of having Ishmael build a place of worship in Mecca. This would help open the Arab's hearts to his message. It also used their established respect for the Kaaba, the temple where the tribes worshiped their own idols in Mecca already.
Abraham Sacrificing His Son
Abraham offers his son: the Quranic version
So We gave him the glad tidings of a forbearing boy.4 And, when he (his son) was old enough to walk with him, he said: "O my son! I have seen in a dream that I am slaughtering you (offering you in sacrifice to Allah). So look what you think!" He said: "O my father! Do that which you are commanded, Insha Allah (if Allah wills), you shall find me of As-Sabirun (the patient).
Then, when they had both submitted themselves (to the "Will of Allah), and he had laid him prostrate on his forehead (or on the side of his forehead for slaugh​tering); We called out to him: "O Abraham! You have fulfilled the dream!"
Verily thus do We reward the Husinun (good-doers—See 2:112). Verily, that indeed was a manifest trial. And We ransomed him with a great sacrifice (i.e., a ram); and we left for him (a goodly remembrance) among the later generations.
—Surah 37:101-108
The Quran didn't say the name of the son—Isaac or Ishmael, but the Muslims believe it is Ishmael. Muslim com​mentaries on the Quran consistently interpret this to refer to Ishmael. Isaac is the father of the Jews, so he would not be
spoken of with honor in Muslim scriptures. Also, the Quran says that Abraham and Ishmael built the House of Allah in Mecca together. That's why Muslims are sure this passage refers to Ishmael. In Muslim minds, the story of Abraham is revolving around Ishmael.
Abraham offers his son: the biblical version
Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together, Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, "Father?"
"Yes, my son?" Abraham replied.
"The fire and wood are here," Isaac said, "but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?"
Abraham answered, "God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son." And the two of them went on together.
When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. But the angel of the Lord called out to him from heaven, "Abraham! Abraham!"
"Here I am," he replied.
"Do not lay a hand on the boy," he said. "Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son."
Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. So Abraham called that place The Lord Will Provide. And to this day it is said, "On the mountain of the Lord it will be provided."
—Genesis 22:6-14
Important differences
The biblical record is clear that the child is Isaac. The Quran does not say the name of the child. I think this was deliberate. Muhammad could not say Ishmael at the time of the revelation because he and his followers were a weak group living in Mecca. But later Muhammad made bold statements about Ishmael.
Another challenge to the validity of the Quranic story is the fact that Ishmael was not living with Abraham's family as a young boy. Remember that Ishmael (according to Islam) was an infant/toddler when Abraham sent Hagar away. The age of the child in the sacrifice story is said to be about nine.5 So how did Abraham restore contact with Ishmael in order to offer him as a sacrifice? Did Abraham travel all the way from Chaldea to Mecca for this one event?
Do you see how Islam's differences from the biblical record cause other inconsistencies? If the facts about one thing are changed, it affects the validity of the whole system.
Ishmael Growing Up
The Islamic story of Ishmael continued to be different from the biblical account. The hadith says that Hagar and Ishmael settled in Mecca around the spring that the angel dug. When other tribes saw that they had water, they joined them there. The hadith said that Ishmael's first wife came from one of these tribes.
In contrast, the Bible says:
God was with the boy as he grew up. He lived in the desert [the Sinai Desert next to Canaan] and became an archer. While he was living in the Desert of Paran, his mother got a wife for him from Egypt.
—Genesis 21:20-21
After Ishmael was grown and married, he went to Mecca. He died there.*
The differences
Again Muhammad made up different details in the life of Ishmael in order to sustain the new version of history pre​sented in Islam.
Abraham and Ishmael Building a Temple/Altar for God
According to Islamic teaching, one of the most important events in the life of Abraham was working with Ishmael to build a house for God in Mecca.
And (remember) when Ibrahim (Abraham) and (his son) Ismail (Ishmael) were raising the foundations of the House (the Ka'bah at Makkah), (saying), "Our Lord! Accept (this service) from us. Verily! You are the All-Hearer, the All-Knower."
—Surah 2:127
In the verse above from the Quran, it mentions that Abraham, with the help of his son Ishmael, built a house of God in the city of Mecca in Arabia. Muhammad also told the story in more detail in hadith. After Abraham came to Mecca and found Ishmael:
Ibrahim (Abraham) said, "O Ismail (Ishmael)! Allah has given me an order." Ismail (Ishmael) said, "Do what your Lord has ordered you to do." Ibrahim (Abraham) asked, "Will you help me?" Ismail (Ishmael) said, "I will help you." Ibrahim (Abraham) said, "Allah has ordered me to build a house here," pointing to a hillock higher than the land surrounding it.
" The Bible doesn't say where Ishmael died, but there is reason to believe it really was Mecca.
Muhammad said the two of them made a foundation and then built the walls of stone, Ishmael bringing stones and Abraham building. When the walls became high, Ishmael brought a big stone for Abraham to stand on, and they con​tinued to work.6
We see today a big mosque in Mecca, and in the midst of this mosque, there is a big, black stone. According to Islam, this is the most holy site in the world.
During hajj every year, millions of Muslims come to this mosque and walk around the black stone and visit what Muslims believe to be the grave of Abraham that is nearby. When I went on hajj, I too circled the black stone with this great mass of people.
Muslims never question that Abraham was the builder of Kaaba or that he lived with Ishmael in Mecca after building the mosque and then died and was buried there. No Scripture in the Bible says Abraham did these things. Instead the Bible presents a different set of facts. (See the Summary of the Travels of Abraham on page 204.)
According to the Bible, Abraham emigrated from Chaldea (now in southern Iraq) to Haran (at the border of Turkey and Syria). Then he moved to Canaan (which is in Israel today). All of the travels of Abraham after he settled in Canaan were between Canaan and Egypt. (See Genesis 12:7-10; 13:18.) He built altars but no temples. He died and was buried in a cave near Mamre (Gen. 25:9~10). See the map on page 198.
Exposing Lies
When it comes to the revelations about the life of Abraham and Ishmael, the Bible and the Quran/hadith cannot be rec​onciled. In other words, one source must be true and the other false. They cannot both be true.
	Summary of the Travels of Abraham

	Islamic history

	Abraham was born in Ur of the Chaldeans, but there

	was no record regarding where he and his wives lived.

	Islamic history implies  that  he  stayed  in  Chaldea.

	Abraham made five trips to Mecca:

	1.     Abraham took Hagar and the baby Ishmael

	to Mecca and left them there.

	2.     Abraham took Ishmael to be sacrificed on a

	mountain near Mecca.

	3.     Abraham visited Ishmael's home in Mecca

	and spoke to his first wife.

	4.     Abraham visited Ishmael's home in Mecca

	and spoke to his second wife.

	5.     Abraham went to Ishmael, and they built the

	House of God (al-Kaaba) in Mecca together.

	Abraham remained in Mecca until his death

	and was buried there.

	The Bible account

	Abraham was born in Ur of the Chaldeans but went to

	Canaan and settled there with his family. He sent Hagar

	and Ishmael away to the Sinai Desert when Ishmael was

	sixteen years old, but Abraham did not travel with them.

	Abraham made some trips back and forth to Egypt.

	Abraham died in Canaan and was buried at Mamre near

	Hebron.


The point I want to make is that it is not acceptable for Muhammad to claim that he had new information about events that were on record for thousands of years. It is not right for him to claim that the biblical record was corrupted, making it necessary for the true version (the Quran) to be revealed. It is not right to say the original biblical record would be consistent with the Quran if the Christians and Jews had not changed it. There is no evidence that Christians and Jews changed their Scriptures. There are no archeolog-ical findings. There are no copies of the original manuscripts from the Torah or from the New Testament. The New Testament was only six hundred years earlier. Surely one copy of the original manuscripts would have been found to show as proof of what Muhammad said.
How can we learn something new from the time of Abraham? God is not going to reveal a new story. He told the truth the first time, and the Jews preserved it accurately. The only way to discover something in addition to the biblical record is by archeology. If we in modern times dig up some​thing from the time of Abraham and study it, then perhaps we can add to our body of information. Other than direct evidence, there is no way to learn something new—not now and not in seventh-century Arabia.
Let me be perfectly clear on this point: The Bible and the Quran do not agree. One is right, and one is wrong.
If Ishmael Were So Special, Why Did God Use Jacob at All?
Now you can see for yourself the way of the Bible and the way of Islam in teaching about Abraham and Ishmael. There is one last problem I would like to point out with the Islamic teaching.
First, remember Muhammad said the descendants from
the line of Isaac and Jacob (i.e., the Jews) were God's chosen people. They were the source of all the prophets and keepers of the revelation in the Torah.
But Muhammad also said that Ishmael was a special son, building the temple with his father, Abraham, and being the son who submitted to sacrifice.
So here's the question, If Ishmael were the special, chosen son, why did God use the line of Isaac and Jacob at all? Why didn't God just send all his prophets through the line of Ishmael?
If you ask a Muslim scholar these questions, he will struggle to answer. He will probably say, "It was Allah's will. Yes, the prophets came from Jacob's line, but Jacob and Ishmael are brothers in Islam. All the children of Abraham came to preach the same message."
In reality, this inconsistency shows again that Allah, the god of Islam, could not be the same as the God of the Jews and the Christians. If they were the same god, then he is a god of disorganization and confusion.
Conclusion
The story of Abraham and Ishmael is just one of many exam​ples of Muhammad and the Quran using Old Testament teachings. I hope this comparison has helped you see how the relationship between Muhammad and the Jews of Arabia broke down as Muhammad distorted their Scriptures and used these teachings to put down the Jewish people.

Appendix B
Osama bin Laden: Jihad Against Jews and Crusaders
T

HIS APPENDIX SHOWS THE TEXT OF the World Islamic Front   Statement   urging   jihad   against  Jews   and Crusaders.1
FAS Note: The following statement from Usama bin Laden and his associates purports to be a religious ruling (fatwa) requiring the killing of Americans, both civilian and military. This document is part of the evidence that links the bin Laden network to the September 11 terrorist attacks on New York and Washington.

Jihad Against Jews and Crusaders
World Islamic Front Statement
23 February 1998
· Shaykh Usamah Bin-Muhammad Bin-Ladin

· Ayman al-Zawahiri, amir of the Jihad Group in Egypt

· Abu-Yasir Rifa'i Ahmad Taha, Egyptian Islamic Group

· Shaykh Mir Hamzah, secretary of the Jamiat-ul-Ulema-e-Pakistan

· Fazlur Rahman, amir of the Jihad Movement in Bangladesh.

Praise be to Allah, who revealed the Book, controls the clouds, defeats factionalism, and says in His Book: "But when the forbidden months are past, then fight and slay the pagans wherever ye find them, seize them, beleaguer them, and lie in wait for them in every stratagem (of war)"; and peace be upon our Prophet, Muhammad Bin-'Abdullah, who said: I have been sent with the sword between my hands to ensure that no one but Allah is worshiped, Allah who put my livelihood under the shadow of my spear and who inflicts humiliation and scorn on those who disobey my orders.

The Arabian Peninsula has never—since Allah made it flat, created its desert, and encircled it with seas—been stormed by any forces like the crusader armies spreading in it like locusts, eating its riches and wiping out its plantations. All this is happening at a time in which nations are attacking Muslims like people fighting over a plate of food. In the light of the grave sit​uation and the lack of support, we and you are obliged to discuss current events, and we should all agree on how to settle the matter.

No one argues today about three facts that are known to everyone; we will list them, in order to remind everyone:

First, for over seven years the United States has been occupying the lands of Islam in the holiest of places, the Arabian Peninsula, plundering its riches, dictating to its rulers, humiliating its people, ter​rorizing its neighbors, and turning its bases in the Peninsula into a spearhead through which to fight the neighboring Muslim peoples.

If some people have in the past argued

about the fact of the occupation, all the people of the Peninsula have now acknowledged it. The best proof of this is the Americans' continuing aggression against the Iraqi people using the Peninsula as a staging post, even though all its rulers are against their territories being used to that end, but they are helpless.

Second, despite the great devastation inflicted on the Iraqi people by the crusader-Zionist alliance, and despite the huge number of those killed, which has exceeded 1 million... despite all this, the Americans are once against [sic] trying to repeat the horrific massacres, as though they are not content with the protracted blockade imposed after the ferocious war or the fragmentation and devastation.

So- here they come to annihilate what is left of this people and to humiliate their Muslim neighbors.

Third, if the Americans' aims behind these wars are religious and economic, the aim is also to serve the Jews' petty state and divert attention from its occu​pation of Jerusalem and murder of Muslims there. The best proof of this is their eagerness to destroy Iraq, the strongest neighboring Arab state, and their endeavor to fragment all the states of the region such as Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, and Sudan into paper statelets and through their disunion and weak​ness to guarantee Israel's survival and

the continuation of the brutal crusade occupation of the Peninsula.

All these crimes and sins committed by the Americans are a clear declaration of war on Allah, his messenger, and Muslims. And ulema have throughout Islamic history unanimously agreed that the jihad is an individual duty if the enemy destroys the Muslim countries. This was revealed by Imam Bin-Qadamah in "Al- Mughni," Imam al-Kisa'i in "Al-Bada'i," al-Qurtubi in his interpretation, and the shaykh of al-Islam in his books, where he said: "As for the fighting to repulse [an enemy], it is aimed at defending sanctity and religion, and it is a duty as agreed [by the ulema]. Nothing is more sacred than belief except repulsing an enemy who is attacking religion and life."

On that basis, and in compliance with Allah's order, we issue the following fatwa to all Muslims:

The ruling to kill the Americans and their allies— civilians and military—is an individual duty for every Muslim who can do it in any country in which it is pos​sible to do it, in order to liberate the al-Aqsa Mosque [on the Temple Mount in Jerusalem] and the holy mosque [in Mecca] from their grip, and in order for their armies to move out of all the lands of Islam, defeated and unable to threaten any Muslim. This is in accordance with the words of Almighty Allah, "and fight the pagans all together as they fight you all together," and "fight them until there is no more tumultor oppression, and there prevail justice and faith in Allah."

This is in addition to the words of Almighty Allah: "And why should ye not fight in the cause of Allah and of those who, being weak, are ill-treated (and oppressed)?— women and children, whose cry is: 'Our Lord, rescue us from this town, whose people are oppressors; and raise for us from thee one who will help!'"

We—with Allah's help—call on every Muslim who believes in Allah and wishes to be rewarded to comply with Allah's order to kill the Americans and plunder their money wherever and whenever they find it. We also call on Muslim ulema, leaders, youths, and soldiers to launch the raid on Satan's U.S. troops and the devil's supporters allying with them, and to displace those who are behind them so that they may learn a lesson.

Almighty Allah said: "O ye who believe, give your response to Allah and His Apostle, when He calleth you to that which will give you life. And know that Allah cometh between a man and his heart, and that it is He to whom ye shall all be gathered."

Almighty Allah also says: "O ye who believe, what is the matter with you, that when ye are asked to go forth in the cause of Allah, ye cling so heavily to the earth! Do ye prefer the life of this world to the hereafter? But little is the comfort of this life, as compared with the here​after. Unless ye go forth, He will punish you with a grievous penalty, and put others in your place; but Him ye would not harm in the least. For Allah hath power over all things."

Almighty Allah also says: "So lose no heart, nor fall into despair. For ye must gain mastery if ye are true in faith."

On page 212 is the Arabic version of fatwa above:2
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Appendix C
The Biblical Prophecies Islam Claims for Muhammad
D

ID YOU know THAT according to the Quran, the coming of Muhammad was prophesied in the Bible?
And verily, it (the Quran, and its revelation to Prophet Muhammad), is (announced) in the Scriptures [i.e. the Taurat (Torah) and the Injeel (Gospel) of the former people.
—Surah 26:196
So why don't we see these prophecies clearly? The Quran teaches that Jews and Christians changed almost all the parts of their Scriptures that spoke about Muhammad.
They change the words from their (right) places and have abandoned a good part of the Message that was sent to them.
—Surah 5:131
However, Muslim scholars say, "There exists in the Taurat (Torah) and the Injeel (Gospel), even after the orig​inal text has been distorted, clear prophecies indicating the coming of the Prophet Muhammad."
Let's look now at the Bible verses cited by these Muslim scholars. We will go chronologically through the Bible.2
The Prophet
In the following passage God is speaking to Moses:
I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers; I will put my words in his mouth, and he will tell them everything I command him.
—Deuteronomy 18:18
God was telling Moses that He would give the children of Israel a prophet so that the people would not have to hear His voice directly. This verse was fulfilled by the coming of Jesus Christ.
The Cornerstone
The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone; the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes.
—Psalm 118:22-23
Jesus quoted this prophecy in Matthew 21:42-43, indi​cating that He was the fulfillment.
The Coming Light
Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on him and he will bring justice to the nations. He will not shout or cry out, or raise his voice in the streets.
—Isaiah 42:1-2
I, the Lord, have called you in righteousness; I will take hold of your hand. I will keep you and will make you to be a covenant for the people and a light for the Gentiles, to open eyes that are blind, and to free cap​tives from prison and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness.
—Isaiah 42:6-7
Again, Christians believe strongly this prophecy refers to Jesus, who lived six hundred years before Muhammad.3
Holy One From Mount Paran
God came from Teman, the Holy One from Mount Paran. His glory covered the heavens and his praise filled the earth.
—Habakkuk3:3
The part of this verse that Muslims focus on is "the Holy One from Mount Paran." Muslims say Mount Paran is at Mecca, which was the birthplace of Muhammad. But in reality, Mount Paran is not in Arabia; it is in the Sinai Desert. So this prophecy does not make reference to Muhammad's birthplace.
The Counselor
And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever—the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.
—John 14:16-17
Christians agree that this is a reference to the Holy Spirit living inside a Christian believer. In addition, this verse says several things that are not true about Muhammad. For example, it says the counselor would be with them "forever." Muhammad did not stay with his followers forever. He died. Also it says that the world could neither see or know him. But Muhammad was seen and known by many people. Finally, it says that the Counselor would live inside the people. Muhammad could not live inside anybody because he was not a spirit.
But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.
—John 14:26
This verse clearly says that the Counselor is the Holy Spirit.
But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to you...
—John 16:7
Again, Jesus' prophecy of the Holy Spirit as the coming Comforter is taken to refer to Muhammad.
Remember, Jesus later said more about this prophecy. When He was being taken up to heaven, He said, "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit" (Acts 1:4-5). Later that promise was fulfilled on the Day of Pentecost when they heard the sound of a violent wind, saw tongues of fire and were filled with the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:1~4).
Conclusion
These are all the Bible references that were cited in The Noble Quran as prophecies pertaining to Muhammad. As you can see for yourself, these prophecies had their fulfillment outside of Muhammad. This is another indication of the weakness of Islamic doctrine about the corruption of Scriptures.
Author's Testimony
From the Mosque 

to the church 

I

 WAS AN EXEMPLARY MUSLIM. WHEN I was five years old, my family helped me to start memorizing the Quran. I com​pleted the job when I was twelve. From elementary schools to high school, I attended only Islamic schools, not the public schools of Egypt. After I graduated, I went to Al-Azhar University, which is the largest, most prestigious Islamic uni​versity in the world. There I earned my bachelor's, master's and doctorate degrees in Islamic history and culture. I worked as a traveling lecturer for the university and served as the imam of a mosque outside of Cairo, Egypt.
Though I understood Islam deeply, I began to question it. When the university found out, they fired me immediately. The Egyptian secret police arrested me that night and interrogated me with torture for a week. This was what I got for asking ques​tions about Islam, so I turned my back on Islam at that point.
A year later a Christian lady gave me a Bible, and I met Jesus for the first time as I read a sermon of Jesus. I chose to follow Him that night, and I lived secretly as a Christian in Egypt for about a year.
Finally I got the courage to tell my father. By his reaction, I knew I had to leave Egypt. After a long trip, during which the Lord preserved my life several times, I made it to South Africa. Wonderful Christian brothers and sisters there
helped me to grow in my Christian life, especially those with Youth With A Mission in Cape Town. This began the journey of cleansing my heart of hatred toward others, including the Jews. Now I look forward to every opportunity I have to meet with a Jew, one of God's chosen people.
During my six years in South Africa I spoke in churches and helped groups involved with Muslim evangelism. The Muslims in the area came to know me quite well, and they were very angry about what I was doing.
In 2000, Christian friends in America persuaded me to come to the United States under religious asylum. So this is where I minister now.
On the cover of this book you see the name Mark Gabriel. As you might imagine, this was not my Muslim name in Egypt. I wanted to change my Muslim name to a Christian name to reflect my new life.
By choosing the Lord Jesus Christ, I had to sacrifice my country, Egypt. I had to sacrifice my family, who wanted to kill me. I had to sacrifice my culture by moving from country to country. I had to sacrifice my job as a professor of Islam. It wasn't easy at all, but the decision was clear: If I have Jesus in my life, I have everything, but if I lose Jesus, I will lose everything.
For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul?
—Matthew 16:26, nkjv
And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or lands, for My name's sake, shall receive a hundredfold, and inherit eternal life.
—Matthew 19:29, nkjv
Author's Academic Credentials
D

r. Gabriel's academic credentials in Islamic history include:
· Bachelor's, master's and doctorate degrees in Islamic history and culture from Al-Azhar University, Cairo, Egypt

· Graduating second in his class of six thousand students for his bachelor's degree. This ranking was based on a test to verify he had memorized the entire Quran and an oral exam in his subject area.

· One of the youngest lecturers ever hired at Al-Azhar University. He started lecturing after he finished his master's degree and was working to finish his doctorate.

· Traveling lecturer. Al-Azhar University sent him to countries around the Middle East as a lec​turer in Islamic history.

Al-Azhar University is the most respected, authoritative Islamic university in the world. It has been in continuous operation for more than one thousand years.
In addition to his academic training, Dr. Gabriel had prac​tical experience, serving as the imam at a mosque in the Cairo suburbs.
After Dr. Gabriel became a Christian, he wanted to have a Christian education. He completed:
· Discipleship Training School with Youth With
A Mission in Cape Town, South Africa.
· Master's degree in world religion from Florida Christian University in Orlando, Florida.

· Doctorate degree in Christian education from Florida Christian University in Orlando, Florida.

He is founder and president of Hope for the Nations, a missions organization dedicated to bringing the Good News to the entire world, including Muslims and Jews.
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Appendix A: Abraham and Ishmael: Who Tells the Real Story?
1. Millions of lambs are sacrificed during the month of hajj. Muslim authorities in Saudi Arabia freeze the lambs and dis​tribute them to poor people in many Islamic countries.
2. From this statement, we should assume that Ishmael was two years old or less because Islam says a child should be nursed for two years, but not longer.
3. Summarized and paraphrased from Al-Bukhari.
4. The Arabic word translated as forbearing means, "One who is not easily provoked." This description is in great contrast to the biblical description of Ishmael: "He will be a wild donkey of a man; his hand will be against everyone and everyone's hand against him, and he will live in hostility toward all his brothers" (Gen. 16:12).
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Appendix B: Osama bin Laden: Jihad Against Jews and Crusaders
1. The text of this statement was found on the Internet at www.fas.org/irp/world/para/docs/980223-fatwa.htm. It was published in the Arabic Newspaper al-Quds at-Arabi (London, U.K.) on 23 February 1998 on page 3. It is also a part of the Middle East and Islamic Studies Collection at Cornell University Library.
2. Ibid.
Appendix C: The Biblical Prophecies Islam Claims for Muhammad
1. Surah 5:13 speaks specifically about the Jews. Surah 5:14 makes a similar statement about Christians.
2. See the footnote to Surah 7:157 in The Noble Quran.
3. For the sake of space, I did not quote the entire passage cited by the Muslim scholars, which was Isaiah 42:1-13.
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