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Yo hold i your hands & vetnarkable study of Auschwitz
that s unlike anything yet poblished. Though it i purposely
sonall b alze and easy bo read, it careies a powerlul pronch. The
anitlor visibed Auscliwitz s a fourlst armed with a broad study
of the literaturé surrounding the wordd-famous slte, and frem
that vhsit-has procedided to deconsivier the Adschwitz shawn
to herand others asa "dearh” or“extermination” canip. By tak-
lig thie veader on an “uoderground gulded toar” argund
Auschwitz-Birkenaw; ehe cleady demonstrates it to be, at vary
itg Lmesand locations within the perimeters, a slinple labor,
concentration and transit eanip Tor political prisoners, where
tie healtlyof the inmates was the prime coneern of the camp
anthorities, Sound unbélievalde? Alter reading this carefully
rescarched book; you will gee the horror storied forso fong
spread about Auschwitz-Bickenaw in s new light, and yoiur may
very well be so fmpressed yon'll want t share your new vision
with others. This cantionsly written work moves loward a sur-

pristng conclusion thal l8avey s pondering how so much that

5 ot true his secped into o congciousiness ag “fact,”

Auschwirz: The Undergroyined Getded Tour {softcover, ¢4
pages, #535, $10) ks avallahle fram TBR, PO, Boxgsyy, Washing-
tai, DL, 20003, Call toll Tree ol »8yy-7y3-gor7 to charge copies
e ¥isa or MC. No S&H inside LS. BULK DISCOUNTS; 1-5
copies are $in 2ach) Gogy copios e 57 each; 5h-g0 coples dre 26
each; 1o or more are peduced to just 35 each,
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Introduction

THE STORY you are told by tour guides at Auschwitz-Birkenau is
a story woven through with exaggeration, distortion and omission. These
lies and omissions are not due to ignorance or misunderstanding, lack
of information or the confusion of war, but intentional.

This bookletis too small o tell the whole story—it isan introdugtion
only, to a massive fraud that continues today at the Auschwitz-Birkenau
Memorial and Museum in Poland, By the early 1ggos, half a million peo-
ple were visiting every year. It is now over a million. These millions have
been told some things but not told other things. They are also shown
some things, but not shown other things. They have no way of determin-
ing the truth of what they see and hear. They generally enter the premises
in a state of firm helief in “the holocaust,” and leave conyineed thatwhat
they believed is correct— and even worse than they thought.
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INDQCTRINATION
STARTS EARLY ...
Young children seudy
an exhibit at the
Auschwitz Museum
with their guide.
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Hawever, the irue story of Ausch-
witz-Birkenau is not in any way un-
usuidl considering its wartime setling.
Sa brace yourself for an eye-opening
tour of the real Auschwitz- Birkenau.
Of the three carps that made up the
enlirery that operaced from 16401945,
onty Auschavitz remains intacr today, although with
some reconstraetions, and 14 the center of booming
Auschwilz tourisa, Birkenau has few remaining build-
ings, and Monowitz is completely gone.

—CARGLYN YHAGER
Felnuary 2o

THE AUSCHWITZ MAIN CAMP

Bird's-eye view of the Auschwitz main camp.showing the farmer admisistration auiding (today
the vishor ceater with parking loc) st lower right. Upger right, cusside the fance, Is the theater
building. The road leading invo the canp {Arbeft Machs Frei Gare) i ac Igwer center and runs
alang the large kitchen complex to its right. The hospital and crermacerium ars cuz of at the
|ower left of the gicture. The canp commpendant’s residente is at che far left, center
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A Little History
You Don’t Get
from the

Tour Guides

THE TOWN of Auschwits was founded in 1270
by Germans—rherefore "Auschwitz” is its original
aame, nok Oswierim, which is its Polish translation.
Auschwitz was in the Germanic-ruled Holy Roman
Empire until 1457, when it became part of the Kingdom
of Poland, When Poland lost its independence in 1772,
Auschwitz came under Austrian rule and became a
prime location for fewish traders working hebween
Russia, Prussia and Austvia. In the wake of WWI, Gali-
cia (which included Auschwitz) was given to the newly
formed Republic of Poland. In 1939, it was annexed
back into the Greater German Reich, At that time, of 3
population of 12,000, over halfl were Jewish, The next
largest group was roma {gypsies).

AUSCHWITZ: THE UNRERGROUND GU|DED TOUR

Gypsles made up the.
secend fargest popula-
tion group fiving in the
town of Auschwiz

A Gypsy Family Camp
occupled 2 section of
Birkeriau beginning

in | 943.
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RAILROAD HUB

Rall sxpansion turned

tiny Auschwitz into the

Junetion of Europes—
and a perfect facation

for & main camp where

prisoners were-sarced
and disinfected before
cransfer o sralles
fabor tamps through=
aut Grossdeutachland.

fecause it was one of the fargest raileoad junctions
i1 Europe (44 train lines came into it), a camp for mi-
grant worlers was buift by the Austrians in 1916, Farm
workers fiom all over Eurape stayed 1n the well-built,
red-brick barracks. [n 1019, Lhe Poles used then as an
army garrisen. Of the 20 barracks at that time, 14 were
single story. When the Germans took over after 1930,
they added second stories and built eight new match-
ing two-story harracks,

Railroads Leading |
to Auschiwltz
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KRONZENTRATIONSLAGER AUSCHWI'TZ

Reichsfirehrer-SS Heinrich Himmier announced the
plan to establish a POW tamp at Auschwitz on April
29, 1940, German criminals from the Sachsenhausen
conecentration camp were used to convert the garrison
inwo a prisoner-of-war eamp, and it npened an June 14,
1940 with the arrival of 728 prisoners of the Polish re-
sistance transferred from Tarmow: Rudell Hoess was
named the first commandantof the camp.

g AUSCHWITZ: THE UNDERGROUND CU|DED TOUR

[ 1942, after the construction of Birkenau had got-
ten underway, a camp classificadion systemwas devised
and Auschwilz was designated a Class 1 camp {similar
Lo Dachau). Thiswas the highest class, where cammon
eriminals and political agitators had a good chance {or
release, The aim was refarm, re-educalion and rehabil-
itation, Former Auschwitz Museum Director Fran-
ciszek Piper wrote that 1500 priseners were refeased
from Auschwitz, hut that doesn't include those who
were transferved elsewhere and then released. The
Arbeit Macht fref slogan on the gate was anly vsed at
Class I camps, whene laber did indead bring freedorn:
itwas fiel a erued froeny,

HIMMLER
AND
HOESS

Re:chzfuehrer Henrich
Hiiamlr (iaft) with the
fist Asschwttz Commzn.
dant Rudolf Hoess.

AUSCHWI|TZ: THE UNDERGROUND GUIDED TQUR




gpecial davs. Forsome, life in Ausclhwitz seemed luxu-
rious compared o their own, srrange as thae sounds.
The attractive red-brick sleeping quarters contained
bunk beds with matiresses, had [lush toilets, porcelain-
covered stoves for cozy heating, and double-paned
casement windows, Tree-lined pathways and [lowers
planted in {ront of every barracks in the summer made
lor a pleasant atmosphere.

At that time, ordinary people didn't have what we
take for granted oday. In Eastern Burape the poor fived
without electricity, indoer plumbing and central heat-
ing. Food was not plentitul orvaried, nor was clothing;
and they were often al the merey of palitical factions,
Peaple labored (vom dawn to dusk, six daysa week.

GATES OF DEATH!?

Anschwitz functioned asalabot and a transit camp,
Deoes tlils lock ke a ineaning it was also used as an intermediate destina-
prison door or the o for prisonérs being sent elsewhere, Inmates
guetaadeatieamp? L ked in nearby factaries like LG, Fatben or on infra-
structure projocts, such as buitding air mid bunkersand
cutting trees. The camp had professional carpenters,
electricians. bopkmakers, taifors; mmates learned
these trades there, with 20 to 30 men supervised by a
kapa (another prisaner), Farty inmates worked in the
kitchen, The workdays had been formalized In 1938:
On weekdays, work hours were 7:30-12:00 noon and
12:30-5:00. Saturdays; 730-12:00, Saturday afternoon

and all day Sunday were free, Inmates were encouraged
to attend Christian refigicus services and to reltect on

the reasons for their imprisanment. OPEN-AIR FACILITY
People in the town of Auschwilz reported that dur- Warkmer ¢lear the screec in front of several of the buildings az Auschwitz Tn
ing the war it was passible to take tours of the camp on preparation of the 60th anniversary of the camp’s liberation in | 945,
|0 AUSCHWITZ: THE UNDERGRCUND GUIDEDR TOUR AUSCHWI|TZ: THE UNDERGROUND GUIDED TOUR [




FHETO SCHAPEOOKEAGES COM

The Unofficial Tour

UsING JDHN BALL'S accurace diagram, which
shows the camp from the opposite direction as theacrial
phategraph oo page 6, Lhe important Bacilities can be
lpcated. The tour starts at the administiation building,
noye the visitors center. When the camp was in opera-
tion, Lhis building housed 1g delousing chambeys [hat
used Zyklon-B. The theater where visitors watch the
propaganda film to get them in the right anti-German
frame of mind was used back then to show films and
German-made movies te the inmates. Ditliel Felder-
er (see bosed item on facing page) states that Museum
R O L i e k_li:atoﬂ.an Fr.sf:ci.-:r.c-.k Piper tald him lhanlwlsears inthe
S R e e cinemawere identical to those used by the inmates

28 blocks from the beginriing. After walking through the gate, the official tour
takes vou to several barracks that make up the actual
museum, wliere the approved history of Auschwitz-

TYPICAL BARRACKS IN AUSCHWITZ |
The zverage owo-story (third stary under the roof} Barmcks

Birkenau is told by enlarged photagraphs with text,
VYWHO YWAS DITLIEB FELDERER! drawings and items in glass cases. Every guide concen-
Dickeb Felderer.a Swede who was fluent in Danish. Morvagian, German, trates on Lheir favorite exhibits about which Lhe}‘ e i 600.:hildmn
French and English, personally investipated all of che existing German memorized some staries: ﬂ)E‘;‘ dorol necessarilyag; e :m ELB':&”?“
cancentration camps in the |970s, He questianed museum personnel L) the same thingﬁ. arﬁ?:;_;ugl::a::usg
from diractors to guards; interviewad local people 2s well as survivars; On my tour in 2005, our guide mentioned that a A RS
read the official halocaust ifterature; searched the prounds and went large photo pf liberated children was “four months Iocal kids dressed up
ime every building he could, tsking shotographic dlides as & record. He after liberation” When I asked why they were still months hater! No
published 3 back, Anschwiz Exit. He testified for four days at the Ernst wearlng Lthe striped uniforms, she admitted the pho- ilms wera made
Zundel trial ir 1998 In Canada, dut'ir\g wihleh 290 of the 30,000 slides LOs Wele f]_‘anl prapﬁgaﬂda Ell!nb made later b}; the So- d_uring the |lberation
he toek in the carmps ware shows oo the jury. Zundel was acquitted. viels—a reenactment by adults and children dressed in Japuary 1545,

" in the old uniforms. [F [ hadnt asked. it would not
have been rold.

2 AUSCHWITZ: THE UNDERGROQUND GUIDED TOUR AUSCHWI|TZ: THE UNDERGROUND GU|DED TOQUR 13




BROTIHEL & LIBRARY

Just inside the main gate of Auschwilz 15 Block 24,
alarge building usedl as a brothel for the inmates. Jtwas
not a secret that the camp had a brothel: it was men-
tioned in books and its cxistence was confirmoed by the
Auschwicz Museum officials, It was staffed by maostly
Polish women from the outside who worked chere by
choice, but Gerinan prostitutes are said to haye also
warked there. All prisoners werv not allowed touse the
brothel; they had to meel cerlain hygienic aud other
standards. Itwas also used asa reward for goud behay-

ior or extra effort.

On the fivgt Hoor of Lhe brothel was the camp §i-
brary, accardlng to former inmates. All mam camps had Bk 38 i
libraries, and asa Class1 camp Auschwitz certaiuly had brothel, 3 library, or
ane, but the museum i$ mumabout it. There s nasign chestra practice and
identifylng Lhe building as once a brothel or fibrary, and concart hall In the
you carnot enter it—it's now the office of the museum basament, and Later

2 % dded am are museun,
director and huuses the apclives. ZEEL Y

THE CAMP LAY QUT AT AUSCHWITZ

(1) trees; (2} adminlscration buidlding: {3) ral| spur; (4) one of
nine guard towers; (S) parallel wira fenzes; {6} Arbeit Mach Frek
Gae; (7) hespieal with surgieal unit; {B) crematarium: (9) work-
shaps for woadworking and sewing: (L0} bi'othel and library:
{11} place whese the orchestra played; (12) kitchan with 13
roal-fired scoves; (1 3) post office; (14) three-story sleeping bar-
racks; (15) theater for mus'cand drama: {18} sand and gravel pic;
(17 swimming pool {18} Birch Allay (Birkentaller; (19) camp
admniscracion offices: {20) camp esmmandant’s residentes
{21) Sola River road leading 1o town. of Auschwitz {2 k),
{22) cemant fence arsund vwe sides of camp,

I 4 AUSCHWITZ: THE UNDERGROUND GUIDED TOUR AUSCHWITZ: THE UNPERGROUND GUIDED TOUR 15




Typteal arcwark

created by prisooers

I Auschwlez arn
clnzges.

THE ART MUSELIM

Bleck 24 also held Lhe camp art muscum. The idea
came from Polish inmateand arcist Franclszek Targosz,
whaseaccomplished sketches impressed Comunandant
Hoess, He named Targosz head of the musenm,
feanded i October 1gq1, with its first honse in Barsacks
6. Itwas moved Lo Batracks 24 in March g2, whese it
occupied two rooms until late January 45, Art mate-
rials were supplied by rhe camp administration, and
classes took place. Artof all kinds, including sculprure,
was praduced and exhibited for the enjoyment of the
antive camp. Targosz survived until 17y,

Pairing my tour in 2009, we were shown a roam in
cone of Lhe museum huildings devoterd o "prisoner art-
worle” It consisted of drawings depicting extreme bru-
tality carried out on helpless prisoners by 58S guards;
incredible flights of fantasy created by survivors from
mernory, after the warwas over, Perbaps withalinleen-
couragement? Examples of this type can be faund in
Zofia Rozenstrauch’s Death Comp Auschwitz album and
Yehuda Bacon's crude sketches that are dated “about
1945 and exhibited at Yad Vashem Molocaust Memorial

AUSCHWITZ: THE UNDERGROUND GUIDED TOQUR

Museun i [siael. This sketeh by Bacon was actually
submitted as canfirmation of gas chambers i
Auschwirtz at the Adoll Eichmann trial in [erusalem,
196y, and the Auschwitz erial in Frankfurt, 1o6y!

Authente prisoner aroworl, which you won't find
in the nyuseunt room | wag in, Jooks like this:

fehuda Bacon, Gas
Chember, | 945 Yad
Vashem Art Museum,
Jerusalemn

Lest Franciszel
lazwiecki, Porrrair
of Stamslew Ledar
mann, 1943,
Auschwiz-
Birkenau State
Museum.

Right, Mieczpshw
Koszielniak, Al
the Easel, |S44,
Auschwitz-
Birkenau Stace
Museun.

AUSCHWITZ:THE UNDERGROUND GUIDED TOUR 17




Below: Vigw of the
back of the kitchen
just inside the gace at
the main camp of
Auschwite, 1945,
{Photo: USHMM
Photo Arclives)

Theyare portteaits, still hifes, landscapes and carica-
lures, typiival of artises everywhere, The State Museum
Auschwitz-Birkenau in the towin ol Oswiecim owns
some 1.470 preces and exhibits them, yer onlyavery few
depict violence or cruelty.

THE KITCHEN

Across the entry mead from the brothel/library
was the kitchen—the largest building in the camp. It
bad 12 chimneys for the stoves, and included a dietary
section, a bakery ane butchery: Forty inmaces warked
in the kitchen. Special diets were prepared for pa-
tients in the infirmary and hospital. The ldtchen had
flush toilets, which were unknawn to the first Soviet
saldiers to arrive, who [hought they were places Lo
wash thelr hands!

|8 AUSCHWITZ: THE UNMDERGROUND GUIDED TOUR

The front of the kitchen isnot identified forvisitors:
attention is directed at this spot ro the Old Sentry Box
and the galiows (used only nnce). There are plans wn-
derfoot to convert the kitchen inte an arr museum,
which will further destroy awareness of the carcful
feeding of the prisencs. My tour guide only pointed
out where the orchestea played alongside the kitchen,
by the entry road, but said nothing about the kirchen if-
sell’ She teok every opportunity to tell us that prisoners
were starved to deatlas another way of killing then.

THE CAMP ORCHESTRAS

Many musical groups were [ormed by the inmates
aver the life ol the camp. Today the signs and guides
tell us the only purpose of "the erchestra” was to keep
the prisaners orderly when marching out to and hack
from worlk. They don't want visitors to know the camp
had a flounishing cultural life. In truth, the orchestras
gave regular Sunday concerts anel played on manyathe:
OLCAsIONS.

PHOTO: S RAPBOGKEALES L0

The unidentified
kitchen fiom the

front the two match-
ieg brick buitdingsare
in fremt of the leng
building seen from the.
réar on the facing
page. forming a
courtyard,

AUSCHWITZ, THE UNDERGROUND GU|DED TQUR 12




Sunday afternoon Fon- HISTORY OF THE ORCHESTRA
cert probably in 1943, The first prisoner rchestia was set up inthewinter

but certainky after
Sepramber 1942.The
conducrar [s the Pol-

of 1541, with Frane Nieeychle as conducror. The origi-
nal group of seven musicians, plaving Arst with instru-
i Erwis ments fromw neighboring towns, ineluded a violin,
Nierychio, contrabass, accordion, frumper, sasophone and per-
cussion. These were later veplaced with butter quality
struments, some sent Lo the mosictans by family
members. Their first formal rehearsal was held in Block
24, the basement under the camp brothel, where there
was a small podium and a grand planc. This room be-
came laown as the concert hall, where the band gave
shows for prisoners as wel| as guards and ofticials. The
audience would stand aleng the walls; the nivsicians
were scattercd throughout the room, sitting whevever
they could find a space. The greup rapidly expanded to

10 AUSTHWI|TZ; THE UNDERGROUND GUIDED TOUR

more than 100 members,

Sumvivor accowats such as Fanda lenelons Playing
for Time alse spoke of the Auschwitr orchestra, A farge
blow-up of a photograph of the orchestra playlng dur-
ing rhe war was once displayed at the Ausclawvitz Mu-
seui ar ih(‘.' Tain entrance,

WOMENS ORCHESTRA AT BIRKENAL
From the beginzing ot 1943 unti the end of 1044,
there existed a Women's Orchestra in Birkerau. The
cenductor was violinist Alme Rosé, the niece ol Gustay
Mahler. The archestm soon became a permanent insti-
tution of the social life in the camp. With ever 5o mu-
sicians and a variety of instruments, Lthey played
classical mixed with lighter [are on arsival af new pris-
oners, in the inlirmary and the experimental station:

Angciher view of the
same concert Note
tha inmaces are gaih-
ering around, nort
marching to work,

AUSCHWITZ: THE UNDERGRCUND GUIDED TOUR Al
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13e Madthenorbheswer
30 Ao e

Member of the French
reslstance Fanfa Gald-
steln was deported 1o
Birkenay where che

became 3 member of
the Women's Grches
tra. After the war, she
rook the career name
Fénelon, besame.a
well-known cabaret
singer and wrote her
memoir and thiz novel.

at concerts which the 58 accended and ac Christmas

parties and dances {thete was a large room in the
"sauna” at Birkenau that was sometintes used as a hall-
veain), The novel Des Mddehenorchester von Ausch-
witz, written by member Fania Fenclon and first
published in 1976, was based on the existence of the
Women's Orchestra. Bvery member of the crchestra
survived the war except far Alma Rosé, who succumbed
t hyphus.

OTHER MUSIC &R THEATER GROUPS

Violinist Szyman Laks was conduetor of the Birke-
nau Men's Camp Orchestra in 1944. The perfermances
took place in various places around the camp. Birkenau
also had a brass band and a camp choir, From an article
inthe ferusolem Post, January 25, 1995

[ The| Jewish children's chalirat Auselnvitz-Birke-
nait [wasa memberaf thatchoir.. .. | . remember
my first engagement with culture, with history, and
wirh musgic—in thecamp.. .. In March :g.44, Lvas se-
verely Ul with diphthena and was sent 10 the camp
hospizal barracks, My mocher had asked torherans-
ferred to stay wich e ia the hospital, .. Nurges, doc-
tars and patlents suryives.

One uf the youth leaders of vur group. . . asked
levestablish an education eenter for children, [ewas
given permission, and 17 & short time |he edueation
center became a spititual and soclal center for the
family camp. Trwas ke sonl of the camp,

Musical and theatrical performances, including
achildrer’sopera, wine held at the centor, There were
dlisewssions of various ideologics—Zioniam, Social-
s, Czech natioralism, |, Thete was a conductor
named hnve who organized the children's choir,
Rehearsals were hield in a huge lavatory barracles,

37 AUSCHWITZ THE UNDERGROUND GUIBED TOUR

THE AUSCHWITZ POST OI'FICE
As you walk past the front of the kitchen, the [wsr
building ta the right was the post office. Nathing in the
musewn liceratime mentions the post affice, the guides
don't speak of ir, but the Geneva Convenlion rules,
stielly foltosved by the Genmans, ensured the sending
an veceiving of mail by all prisuaers, The camps en-
coutaged mmates towrile to their relatives by making
available pre-printed cards and letter forms, This was
checked by the Red Cross, who never found any viola-
tion of s privilege ai Auschwitz-Birkenau.
Regulations printed on the address side are clearly
stated. They Lranslate as:

Exuey prisones is allowed to receive {and send]
two letters or tards from (to) his relarives each
morith. The letters to prisoners must be easily read-
able, be writren in ink, and consist of na more Lhan

AUSCHWITZ: THE UNDERGROUND GUIDED TOUR

The prig-story post
office is the building
with the different
chaped roof. just past
the Oid Sentry Box
and one-story kitchen
bullding, The whaola
idea of an Auschwitd
post office for inmates
|z apathema o
miusgum officials.
because it doasnt

fir the le chey ars
seling, It hed to
cherefore be
disearded

23
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RUDOLF HOESS

Hanzastrgtioe

foan

. F

15 lines on a siple skeet, Only letter sheets of the
nommnal sizezreallowed. Envelapes must beunlined,
Cinly s stamps of 12 Pl each may he enclosed with
each letter. Mo other enclosures are permitted, and
will becontiseated. Posteards consist of e lines. Fho-
tographs may not be Used as posteards,

Money may besent. Newspapers are allowed), but
anly if ordered 1hyrongl the Auschiwitz camp post of-
fice. Pavcels may nol be sent, as the prisaners can buy
everything or camp. (However, in che letter, the pris-
onvr thanks his famaly for oll their packages and usks

for more, From much othey evidenee, it seems this

particular regulation was noi enforeed. This afso
proves there was i comp store for inmates, where they
¢ouf buiy things with moncy sent from home—some-
thira else rhut is never mentioned in the musesm [it-
erature or by the guides, )
Requests o camp authorites for release are
pointless. Vislis o jrisoners are noc permissible.
Signed, the Camp Commandant

AUSCHWITZ: THE UNDERGROUND GQUIDED TOUR
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Ont the inside of the form is the letter from the pris-
oner, Notice that it reads “Post Ofice 1I"—indicating
there was more than one post office at Auschwitz:

Addressed tor Josel Novy, Takery
Damazhice, Protecterate of Bohemia and Moravia

From: Josef Novy

Pateaf Birch: 27th April gt

Prisaner Number: 7z.03. Block aa,
Concerration Camp Anschwitz, Post Office 11
Ausehwitz, 141l Febraary iz

My dear ones!

I good healh, and P'mall righe— | hope the
same applies to you, ['ve receivid three letrers and six
parcels from yourecenlly—all e good shape, Leders
and parcels may not be sent registered, fvst send the
parcels as por the first ones. The first parrels mrade
e very happy— particalatly the checalate, honey
and the many sweels— please send more like hat.
My brather Jardesnnd sunt Milka could atso send me

Letter forms given o
prisoners provided
space for longer. more
private messages than
possal cards, Thera is
né reason to balleve
thac normal letters @
and from families were
ever discouraged by
camp authorities’
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Below: Vigw of the
back of the kitchen
just inside the gace at
the main camp of
Auschwite, 1945,
{Photo: USHMM
Photo Arclives)

Theyare portteaits, still hifes, landscapes and carica-
lures, typiival of artises everywhere, The State Museum
Auschwitz-Birkenau in the towin ol Oswiecim owns
some 1.470 preces and exhibits them, yer onlyavery few
depict violence or cruelty.

THE KITCHEN

Across the entry mead from the brothel/library
was the kitchen—the largest building in the camp. It
bad 12 chimneys for the stoves, and included a dietary
section, a bakery ane butchery: Forty inmaces warked
in the kitchen. Special diets were prepared for pa-
tients in the infirmary and hospital. The ldtchen had
flush toilets, which were unknawn to the first Soviet
saldiers to arrive, who [hought they were places Lo
wash thelr hands!

|8 AUSCHWITZ: THE UNMDERGROUND GUIDED TOUR

The front of the kitchen isnot identified forvisitors:
attention is directed at this spot ro the Old Sentry Box
and the galiows (used only nnce). There are plans wn-
derfoot to convert the kitchen inte an arr museum,
which will further destroy awareness of the carcful
feeding of the prisencs. My tour guide only pointed
out where the orchestea played alongside the kitchen,
by the entry road, but said nothing about the kirchen if-
sell’ She teok every opportunity to tell us that prisoners
were starved to deatlas another way of killing then.

THE CAMP ORCHESTRAS

Many musical groups were [ormed by the inmates
aver the life ol the camp. Today the signs and guides
tell us the only purpose of "the erchestra” was to keep
the prisaners orderly when marching out to and hack
from worlk. They don't want visitors to know the camp
had a flounishing cultural life. In truth, the orchestras
gave regular Sunday concerts anel played on manyathe:
OLCAsIONS.

PHOTO: S RAPBOGKEALES L0

The unidentified
kitchen fiom the

front the two match-
ieg brick buitdingsare
in fremt of the leng
building seen from the.
réar on the facing
page. forming a
courtyard,
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Frant engrance to the
theater, which becama
a hoine for Cachollic
Carmalite tuns be-
tween [984 and |993,
They wereforced to
leave when American
Jews procested the
buildirg’s use by
Cathalies.

Francisrek Piper was
director-hiscorizn

ar the Auschwicz
Memerial Museum
fram 1845 unnil 2604

Pl LR APEO DR PASES COM

pesticide, as reported by the Soviets in January 1943,
However, that flies in the face of reports of fanner in-
mates who lell of the many activities that taak place in
the theaterand that Zyldon f wasstored in the Admin-
istration Building. David Cole, hnlocaust researcher,
wrote: "The last pictures Laken inside this building
showed planos and costumes and a stage whete Lhein-
mates used Lo put on productions,”

Ditlieh Felderor testified under nath at che 1988
Ziinlel trial that the theater was used by the inmates to
puton plays and contained a stage and musical instru-
ments. Felderer decided ta investigaie the targe build-
ing afteran Auschwitz tour guide told him the building
was unimpoitant and was only used by the Germans Lo
pul junk into. He intersiewed various imuseum officials
and guards, during which time museem histerians
Franciszek Piper and Danuta Czech confirmed to him
that the building was used as a theater during the war.
He showed a slide of a Ulrainian choir singing in what

28 AUSCHWITZ: THE UNBDERGROUND GUIDED TOUR

lie believed was the theater building, taken from the
Diirefeld file of the United States Archives. Most large
Germarcarnps had concert halls where tnmates organ-
ized regular Saturday-night theater productions, operas
and dances attended by thousands of fellow-inmates,
Auschwitz was no different, These coneerts were the
envy of villagers outside the camp, who did not have
the instruments or halls for such gatherings. AL times
villagers were luvited and enjoyed the productions
alongslde camp inmates. They and wotkers and fami-
fies from Monowitz, Birkenau and some sub-camps
entered at the main dodr at the front of the building.
Lip tu elght vepeat pertormances a day were necessary
to accommedate everyane. The only larger hall was in
the Cathalic Churely in town, 2 kms (1.2 mi) north,

THESWIMMING PTOOL

Continuing alongside the perimeter fence and
turning left onte shady Bicch Alley { Birkenhaller}, you
eomme 1o tie swimming poo). Intecestingly; the pool {ae
Inmates was not denied by museum staff uneil a few
years ago, althaugh eourists who asked b see it were
told by guides Lhat it was “off limits” Located right in-
side the fence, the pool measures 25 meters lang, six
meters widle and Lhrae meters deep,

According to Ditlieb Felderer, Museum listorian
Piper told him that the pool had been used ta rehab:l-
itate tnmate patienis and astecreation, Wartime aetial
photographs taken by the Allies coplirmed Iis exis-
tence. Books wiitten by former inmates refer to the
Auschwitz poal; same say they sneaked into the pool at
night tor a swim; others that it was used forwater polo.
For exampte, Marc Klein, a French detainee, recails the
swimming pool in his booklet Observations et réffex-

These cleyer asnd
artistically designed
playbills are among
several on display
at the Mauthausen

memocil site in
Austria,
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ions sur les camps de corcentration nazis:

Ausehwite | was made up ol 28 blocks buil of

stone lald oul i three parallel rows between which
ran paved streers. A third sireet an the lengeh of the
quadrangle and was planted with birch Leees: the
Birkendialler intended as a walkwsy for the detainees,
wich benches: there also was an open-air swimming
poat, (Boakleraf 32 pages printed in Caen, 1948, p.a)

He also wrare,

... On Sundays and holidays. . . [bothall, bas-
ketball and water-poko matches (in an open-air poal
buill within the perimeter by detainees) attracted
crowds of onlookers. {De ['Université eux camps de
concemretion: Telmargnages strashourgesss, Paris,

The swimming soof in tes Bellee-leltres, igq7, p. 453.)
| 996, Birch Alley on
the right, the pecimeter Inmates were somerinies also allowed o swim in
fance on thedeft.  Lhe nearby Sola River. according to interviews with Je-

it AUSCHWITZ: THE UNDERGROUND GUIDER TERUR

hovaly's Witnesses who had been interncd in the camp,
Yel i 3e0g, when 1 asked at the infasmuation counter
the Jacation of the swimming paol, 1 was mut witha
blank stare. Alter persisting, 1 was finally answered
withy, "0, do you mean the fie brigade reservoir?”
The sign shown belaw, in Polish. English and Hebrew,
was placed alongside the pool sometime after 2005,

Rirkenau also hasa pool, which few have seen, but
which naw sports a similar sign. The water in the pool
woulld hardly have been sufficient for fe-fighting ina
camip with 300 buildings!

Evbernil pEechwystanmns, wyvedewam i oy b 1y
r— L TR

Tire gl resereols Rulfl la e (W 610 rwisncn ) peal.
prahably by ooty 1944

MG RYID AR matie 1) B0 Rk
ANG 0% HE DRORER Hvhnd K3

Auschwirz swlmming
pool with starting
blegks and entry
ladders. The diving
board used (o be
attached to the tall
coneral block.
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FHOTG: SCRAFRBODRPAGES Sl

The 58 Hospical, just
cutsids the camp. Note
the dauble fance runs
behind the bullding.
Tlse crematorium and
“pas chamber" are just
acioss the street |n
frort, not shown, The
rauided obfect at
lower cencer is the
entrance (o 8 ohe-
persoin alt-raid sheleer

THE HOSPITAL

By continuing atong Birch Alley and tumning leftat
the fence perimeter. going back toward the main gate.
you come to the 88 Hospital which stands on the other
side of the fence, It had asurgival hlock as well as a ob-
stetrical/gynecological block for inmates (childeen
were born at Auschwity),

There werealso quarantine aveas in both cainps for
newly arviving prisoners, where they stayed foras long
as six weeks (o make sure they had no diseases that
cauld be transferred to Lhe rest of the camp populatton.

Dr. Laszlo Taubey, now a wealthy Jewish landlord
in Washington, D.C., was the chiaf surgeon at the in-
mates' hospital at Auschwite-Birkenau. Birkenan had
sevetal hospital buildings. One well-known inmate,
Otta Frank, the father of Anne Frank, stayed there for
three months in late g44-early 1945, with the com-
plaint ol sutfering fromm exhaustion. While he remained

iz AUSCHWITZ: THE UNRERGROUND GUIDED ToUa
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bospitalized, his two daughters were evacuated (follow-
ing the rules of thi Geneva Convention), along with
many ochers, to Bergen-Belsen concentration camp,
away from the advaneing Soviet army. Otto Frank was
still there when the Soviets amnrived.

Anotherfamous inmate, Elie Wiesel, writes that he
was in a hospital in Auschwitz vecovering from an op-
eration on an infected foot, and his father had been al-
lowed to staywith him In the hospital. However, Wiesel
chase ta leave the hespital to go with the Ge.000 athers
who marched westwith the Germans toanotlier camp.
away from lhe impending Sovier “liberation.” The
guides at Auschwitz don't show the hospital.

Below, a view of the
frone of the 5§ Haozpi-
@l across the swreet
from the recan:
srructed “gas cham-
ber"-crematarium.
st fr incorsistent ro
have 3 weapon of mass.
riwrder right nex to
the building where
the opposite Is taldng.
plage—saving flves
through medical
intervention!
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Photo above shows
the brick chimney
thae was bulle In 1947
l& detached from the
bullding. It has never
been connecred

e the récanstrucrad
Crematary

avens inside.

Right. the two ovens
in the eurrant buildjrg
were bullt by the
Soviers in {947

and have never

bgen (ser,

THE CREMATORIUM

Directly across the outer
road from the hespital is (he
reconstructed crematorivm,
lnown as the Gas Chamber,
Note the tall chimney and flat
100l in the picture on the previ-
ous page, The official story is
that the small vents in the raal
allawed Zyklon B pellets 1o be
poured into the chamber belos,
thus "gassing” Lhe victims
locked inside.

However, air photos taken
by US. reconnaissance planes in
1944, not released until 1993, re-
veal a peaked roof with twe one-
meter high chimneys over the
two cremallon furnaces, ne vents or heles aver the al-
leged gas chamber, and no large chimney. it was then
admitted that the Soviets changed the reol, cul the

14 AUSCHWI|TZ: THE UNDERGROQUND GUIDED TOUR

The Auschwitz "gas chamber ™ was reslly 2 morges untl it was skghtly renovated into an
air raid shelver by the Germans in Szpr. | 944, Consiger that if the margue was a gas cham-
ber, there was no morgue o store all these gassed bodies prior to cremation, The door-
less opening at left.which leads ta the room with enly two cremation ovens, was cut
through by the Russians in | 947, Before my tour gro.p walked theough, we wens insrrocred
o remaln sitent "'out of respect;” it was reped off and dark Inside, Betora] realized ir, laas

back cuiside again with no oppartunity 1o ask questions.What & disappointment .., and |

wasn'c the only ene whe felt chac

holes and built the chimney in 1947; in other words,
the Museum went along with the lie until they were
{ound ou, and even afterward,

Far years the Museun staff used fake photos to
pass the reconstructed gas chamber off as original.
Only recently didl they ereet 2 gigi outside of the cre-
matorium showing the post-war changes that wete
made ta the building interiorn

We were informed by our guide that the recon-
styuction is superitcial and does not negate the build-
ing's previous use as a gas chamber, and, in any case,
it’s now reported Ehere were relatively fesw gassings at
Auschrwitz—the greal ajority were done at Birkenau.

The question, (s this holocaust revisionism?” was
met with silence, It appears the Auschwitz "gas cham-
ber" myth is too fragile to bear any scrutiny,

AUSCHWITZ: THE UNDERGROUND GUIDED TOUR
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PIHIOT0: CWPORTER.CCH

Intarior of garntent THE WORKSHOPS
workshepat Fram the crematorium you can sce the wackshop

AE?:“ W':[::; buildings where tnmates both learned and worked at

1| . '

o t::mw trades, but they are not on the guided touy. Himmler
e had ordered the constiuction of workshops for handi-

craft pusrposes: some were for woodworking at least
one was for sewing.

Jean-{taude Pressac, an exterminationist historian,
claims that women deportees brought theirsewing ma-
chines along with them, but Lhal is ridicutous, The
photographs of arriving women show not ane carrying
asewing machine on herhack! Writers like Pressac and
the rmusewn officials don't want you ta knew thac the
Natienal Socialists provided professional work equip-
ment for the inmates and had clean, well-run worlk
areas,

16 AUSCHWITZ: THE UNDERGROUNRD GUIDED TOUR

RECREATIONAL SPORTS

Inmates engaged in a variety of sports at bath
Auschwitzand Birkenau, [n addition to the swimming
pools, a large sports playing feld was ¢lose o the cre-
matoriums at Birkenau, where soccer matches 1ok
place on Sundays. Ditlich Felderer reports that one of
the first people to tell him that it was used as a spurts
ground was one of the guards of the artifacts, a Mz
Urbanick, At the 1988 Ziindel frial, Felderer showed a
slide of a map In one of the main gidebooks of
Auschwitz which indicated that the field had been a
sports stadium,

Tadeusz Borowski, a Polish Jewish prisoner at
Birkenau wrote a book of shorl stories in which he
mentioned the saceer field “on the broad clearing be-
hind tle hospital bacracks” (sev diagram) and re-
membered when he was the goalkeeper in 4 game
on a heautiful Supday afternoon, He said a size-
able crowd ol lospital srdesdies and convalescont
patients had gathered Lo watch the game.

William Schick said in a 2006 inerview witl
The Sun-Hereld that he was placed in the Czech
family camp at Birkenau where he played insac-
cer matehes, and saiel the soccer field was located
near Krema (11,

Boxing matches were also popular among the in-
mates. Salamo Arouch was a boxing champlon in his
home town of Salonika, Greece; after arnving at
Auschwitz in 2943, e participated in tiwice-weekly box-
ing matches. Fencing was popularamong some; at the
Ernst Zandel erial, Folderer showed a slide of inmates
fencing. Unfortunately, we don't have access to any of
these slides for this booklet.

AUSCHWI|T7Z; THE UNDERGROWUND GUIDED TOUR

Beyoad the ruing

of Krema Il is a large
grassy area that was
oncé the Birkerau
sotcer Gald.

PO SLRAFEOCKPAGES SO

a7



Birken meant
birches—pictured
here a Birch trée
grove at the west
and of the camp,

PHOIO: SCRAPBGG PGS C0M

The Birkenau
Concentration Camp

BIRKENAU is locared three kilometers from
Auschwilz | ana main road, Building began in1g41 for
a camp to hold 200,000 persons, mainly non-workers
and those waiting fo be transferred elsewhere, thus
there wasahigher preportion of women, children, eld-
erly and infirm than at Auschwitz. [t eventually covered
425 acres and had 300 buildings, A few prisoners
worked in the warehauses, in the kitchens and in the
cremaroria, but most did not work, 1f 75% of the [ews
were killed on arrival, who lived in all those bareacks?
Notouly thal, but the Germans were building new bar-
racka in the section Lhe inmates called Mexica Lo house
50,000 MO Priseners.

Today it's a vast open space with only a few isolated
buildings scattered here and there, Prior to the year
2000, there were very few visitors to Birkenau, Tours
didn'tgo there; even persanal guides wouldn't take you
there. Now it's the lesser patt of a full tows, featuring a
look at a sample sleeping and lavatory barracks, which
areinvery poor condilion, Theoriginal barracks all had
a porcelain-covered brick stove at one end fram which

ae AUSCHWITZ: THE UNDERGROUND GUIDED TOUR

a pipe ran along the center of the barracks inside a low
brick structuse, keeping rhe entire barracks warm in
winter. Prisoners could sit on it, and some said they
even cooked on it! Each brick barracks in the women's
section had its own lavatery.

THE CENTRAL SAUNA

This beautiful, medern hygiene building was buile
1 1943 and contained steam chambers and hoet air
ovens for disinfeciing elothing. New arrivals came here
first, had their hair shorn, showered and were given
clean clothing. However, it didn't have a single sauna. It
did havea [arge main room that was sometimes used as
a ballroom.

Visiters 1o Birkenau are not shewn this building,
the lacgest in the camnp.

Extra clothing and valuables the prisoners brought
with them were stored in the 30 wooden warehouses
acress the steeet from the sauna, which the Soviets
burned down after they arrived.

There are other, smaller disinfection buildings (#20
on diagram on page 40) at Birkenau, but the guides
won' take you there either. The doors are locked. and
no signs identify the buildings.

"The Sauna’’ was
the name given 1o
the hygiena bpilding
betause of the
stearn and hat air
diginfaction ovens..
It’s designed with
twa ldentiaal
sldes—one for maen
and one for women.
Prisonars were
Brought here for
showers.

Below, one of the
seganm chambiors in
the Central Sauna
for delousing cloth-
ing. Norte the door
at sich end,
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DIAGRAM OF BIRKENAU CAMP
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KEY TO DIAGRAM OF BIRKENAU CAMP

This cizgrari on the fazng page wes drawn
by John £, Ball en the basis of alr proses of foaur
reconnzesance flighee [0 1944, 95 wid| os investic
getign an the spot

| .Fields plowad and planted In 1944,

2. Accass roads to the main camp,

3. Cesspools drinlag leco the Sof L3 km
farcher wert,

4. The “Whuta House," where tens of thau.
sands of pagploare suppoted te bave been mur
dered witn Zykloa B

5. This is whare cthe vicums a2e tupposss Lo
liave undressed, althaugh thare was no bu lding
here betore june 1948,

£ Tress.

The photographs mken of the abovesmen-
tiahed four pusfeatior passs betwoen May and
September 1944 show na dirches, no plles of
bodies a4d no smeke. a'though s elzimad that
thausands of gassing victims were being threwn
Into firgs dinchies snd burnt, evary daysinze the
cremaiosia wers overioaded,

B. Creraatsis IV and V.

9, Empty deeches, &m lang and 15m deep,
wich water 3t the bottom.

10, Centeal saue

11. Group of 3 barracks, nickpamed Canada
oy hmares, where the postestion: of new ar
rhvats wmre soried and reutilzed,

12, Aound bavns and diechos for water pu-
rfication. A tewage purlfication planc was also
bazanabava Bl so that every conttruetan see-
dan possessed a sswage puriication plant All
waste water flowed into these natalations and
the mose or less purificd wates then fowed inia
shie Vi thsel Tse open-ai- severga purticasion
Intta [atlans mte have released coreib's adory,

aspacizlly durlng the summer. Many inmates re-
porced pn évi sterch, wheh many of tsem at-
tribured to the srematoris, white, in rezlig it
crignated e cha-From the purficacion plants or
1le petrochermical plants ot Menpwin

13.The zwo.farge zremateria || and (Il irere
vsible to thougands of pasters-by Inside and ous
ride e cama, aver rreeless felds and lrem the
numerous bamracks inthe cam Hsslf ey wiore
ey surrounded with 3 barbed wire fence.

14, Hore chere 'was an archestri made us of
Iemates from Alschwetz and Birkenaw, whe gave
Sureay coneeres.

[5.8perts and loathl; fie'de,

[6. Inmate hospital,

[ 4 Vegé‘lzble gards':r.s.

18, Camp exparstor |l was soll nat sur-
rounded by barbed wirs {ses 230 and 231).

19, Kicchens (nine in the nien’s camp snd
fout ko wamen's campl.

Uk Buldings in whlch elathing, Mankets and
miatirasses were dislcfectbd. y

11, Gusrd rowers,

12T hree-mater-tigh ba-bed vdre fence.

3. Camp aren for potataes anid vegetakles,

4. ¥Wemen's camp: barmacks of stone and
‘ercrood.

I5.Thin pladarm

26 Tailets and Wahrodin,

27, Mens camp,

8. Main entranice.

29, Ralway teacks.

30 Water pumiping dtation,

31.Camp adminsseraciondrelated bul'dings,

32.To B rhenaw
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One of the sleven
ariginal kitchens 21
Birkenau that was seiil
standing back iy 1997,

THE KITCHENS

The kitchens are also closed te the public, ostensi-
bly for preservation and to prevent vandalism. Butwhy
is that a concern for some buildings and not others?
According te Ditlieb Felderer, his slides show several
extremely large cooking vats still inside the buildings.

MUSIC & MATING

Abookwritten by a former inmate described how
they put on shows with mosic and dancing and skits
at Birkenau. Ruth Elias also mentioned the music
shows in her book Triumph of Hope. The remarkable
thing is that the S5 guatds sat in the audience side by
side with the inmates. Caoperative interaction be-
tween guards and prisoners was not nnusual. Forin-
stance, Lhey worked together sorting clothing ac the
“Canada” warchouses and even rook rhe opportunity
to have affairs. There were a few marriages between
guards and women prisoners ar Birkenau, although
only after the war, Prisoners, however, were allowed
to marry each other, Seme marriages took place and
children were born,

42 AUSCHWITZ: THE UNDERCGROUND GUIDEDR TOUR

SPORT & SOCCER FIELD

Inmates wanted o engage in sports on theirdays
off, and the guards had no objection—in facl, it was
an ortler fram Himmler to allow them sports because
he thought it would increase bodily strength and
help make them a better labor force, The inmates
formed teams and enjoyed friendly competition on
Saturday afternoons and Sundays, with enthusiastic
cheering sections, Even the guards formed a team
and played against the inmates! It is reported that
teams sometimes used the crematorium grounds
when there was ne room on the main field (#5 on
diagram on page 40).

CREMATORIUMS

There were four “Kremas” at Dirkenau, of which
you can see the ruins teday. Kremas I and 11l are at the
end of the road chat runs from the main entrance,
while [V {a reconstruction) and V are are nothing maote
than foundations, just north of the Ceniral Sauna. it

they were gas chambers, it means there were no

Crematarium I in
Birkenay as |t ap-
peared in Feb. | 343,
still under construc-
tiof. The partially un-
derground morgue,
later called the Ysas
chamber,' tan be seen

at right covered with &

Iayer of snow Ics roaf
was six lnches of con-
crete, chree féac
abovaground, Con-
sider that Zyklon B
pellats need to be
heated 14 wark.
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Ruins of Crematarium mergues during the owe rerrible yphus epidemics that
II. photearaphed by the struck the camp, Kremas [V and V had shower rooims

Saviers fn Feb. 1945, 3nd wore close to the Sauna, which alsa had a shower
g kel oo, The museuin says these shower rooms wete re-

up and blamed It on I | Bk ukich b |
the Germans. n 2009 ally gas chambirs, Which means therg was only one

it was roped off, with a shower room, in the Sauna. for go,ooe prisoners!
largs sign proclalming There is litthe doubt all the Kremas were destroyed
it is undergoing by Lhe Soviets shortly after their arrival, even though a
an expensive baak (rem the Auschwitz Mussum says that Cremato-

Preservation process:  wrm (] and I were blown up by the Nazis an Jan. 20,

145, Yel the officially accepted date that the Germans
abandoned the camp is January 18—bwo days earlier.

The Soviets found only a few dead bodies at the
Birkenau camp, preserved by the freezing
weather. The eremation ovens had been disman-
tled and taken from the camp in November1g44.
afier removing the roofs.

Lefr.ruins of Krema [Ve—even this Is a
recenstruction! Allegediy, the Polish
peaple careed off all the original bricks.
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LIBERATION AS PROPAGANDA

The photograph on Lhis page is from lootage used
in a Soviet propaganda film, shot by a Polish soldier-
liberatoe. and shows the Bickenau clothing warchouses
{known as “Canada”) burning, 1n the distance we see
all crematorium chimneys that had supposedly been
Mownup by the refreating Nazis one week before, (The
story goes (hat the 55 abandened the complex on Jan-
uary 18, but senl a crew back on the zoth to biow up
Crematorias I[, 1l and ¥ befare the Rus-
sians advanced on the camp, which
Lurned oyt te be ont Jan. 27.}

This is the best evidence that the So-
viet myth of the Nazis' desire to "destroy
the traces of their crimes” is just that—a
nyth. The 55 had Jeft behind a total of
over 7000 survivors capable of telling
theie stary (o the enemy, so what would
e the point of demalishing the crema-
torium buildings?

The highly publiclzed Soviel “libera-
tion” of Auschwitz is a work of propaganda. The Red
Army happened upon the camp, teld the peeple found
there they wete free 10 leave, and continued on their
way WesL. The prisoners were left to find their way
heme under appalling conditions, Soviet intelligence
units then moved in and decided how best to use what
they found Lo advance their own cause.

The myth of the Auschwitz death ¢camp was can-
structed, an has undergane many discards since then.
The number of four million “gassed” is probably the
major casualty of historical revisiomisen—but there are
many others.

Photo shows the
clothing warehouses
at Birkenau burning .
sormetime after die ar
rival of the Saviets on
Jan. 27, with cremata-
rla ehimseys st
sanding in the backs
geound. The Germans
are blamad for setting
the fires |G days ear-
lier and destroying the
CrEMATOTILMS.
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AUSCHWITZ-BIRKENAU MEMORIAL

Attheend of the main road through Birkenauw, just
past the ruined cremateriums Il and 111 {where you see
the number 13 on the diagram on page 4o} is a farge
sculpture and many plagues, each in a different lan-
guage, but with the same inscription:

“Forever lef this place be a cry of despair and a
warning te humanity, where the Nazis mur-
dered about oneand a balf million mer,
women and children, mainly [ews, from
various countries of Lurape.”

: MURDERERS : AUSCHWITZ-BIRKENAU
d BETWEEN THE YEARS B 1540:1945
Li940 AND 1945 k&

FOUR' MILLIGH
FEOFLE: SUFFEKED
AMD DIED HMERE
AT THE HANDS

QF THE MaZ)

However. previous ta 1990 and. the collapse

B of the Sovier Unton, this inseription claiming 4
million deaths was on the plaques, and quite famous it
was, The diserepancy benween 4 million and 1.5 million
didn't result in a change in the overall 6 million
figure, ner has any adequate explanation baen

The original plaque. in
phece untl [990.

given for the failure to reduce the lacter figure,
Such is the nature of the Auschwitz-Birkenau
experience.

The last voll call, taken on January 17, 1945,
showed a total of 16,226 prisoners in Auschwitz
[—10,030 men and 6,106 women. The toal
count for all three camps was 67,012, zccording
= to Danuta Crech.

Even with the publicity of the Nuremberg Trials,
Auschwitz remained virtually unknown to the public
foradecadeatter thewar, and really didnt become the
phenomenon it is today unlil 168y after the fall of the

The present plaque
miakes na mentinn of
four mlllien victims.
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Soviet Union, According to Walter Staeglich in The
Auschwitz Myth, German and Austrian soldiers wha
were interned at the camp as POW's by the Soviets

after the war reported they saw no traces of alleged
mass murders anywhere in the camps. The Soviets did
nol permit outsiders to inspect the grounds,

The 46 volumes of “Death Books™ kept by’ the
Auschwitz political department and confiscated by the
Soviets were lurned over to the International Commilt-
tee of the Red Cross 1y 168¢. These records show
around Go,000 prisoners died between July 26, 1941
and Dec. 31, 1943 [2.5 vears]. The varlier death books
are missing, as are those for 1544

Based on these records, the International Red
Cress lys estimated thata total of around 135,000 |reg-
istered] prisoners, fews and pon-Jews, died in the three
Auschwitz camps during its entire existence, These
and other records are now availablé at the Interna-
tional Tracing Service in Bad Arolson, Germary,

Fope Benedwcr vikws

a plaque with the new
mseription. Monurment
is In the cepter dis-
tance, All religivus

and pn{[ﬁcnl |zaders
are expected to pay
hamage ac the “haly
of holigs,”

AUSCHWITZ: THE UNDERGRQUND GUIDED TOUR 17




Get more copies of thishooklet:

AllSChWitZ : '['h;::.Un.defg.muud

Guided

The Underground
Guided Tour

You hold in your hands a remarkalble
study of Auschwilz that is unlike anything
yet published. Though it is purposely small
insize and easy to read, it carries a powerful
purch, The author visited Auschwitz as a
taurist axmed with a broad study of the lit-
erature surrounding the world-famous site,
and [rom that visit has proceeded to deconstruct the Auschwitz shown ta her
angd others as a “death” or “exiermination” camp. By taking the reader on an
“underground guided tour” around Auschwitz-Birkenau, she clearly demon-
strates it to be, atvarying times and Jocations within the perimeters, a simpie
labor, concentration and transit camp for political prisoners, where the health
ol the inmates was the prime concern of the camyp autharities. Sound unbe-
lievable? After reading this carefuly researched book, you wil] see the horror
stories fer so long spread about Auschwitz-Birkenau in a new light. and you
may very well be so impressed you'll want to share your new visian with alh-

ers. This cautiously written work moves toward & suiprising conclusion that
leaves us pondering how so much thal is pot true has seeped into our con-
sciousness as “fact”

Auschwitz: The Underground Guided Tour (sollcover, 48 pages, #5353,
s10) is available from TBR, P.O, Box 3877, Washington, D.C. 20003 Gall 1oll
free at 1-877-773-9077 tw charge copies to Visa ar MC, No 5&M inside US.
BULK DISCOUNTS: 1-5 copies are 810 each; 6-40 copies are 57 each; 50-99
copies are $6 each; 100 or more are recuced to just s each. '

GET A FREE COPY OF TINS BOOKLET when vou subscribe to Tk
Banxes Riaaesw magazine $4h {or one year (six issees) mside the United States
OR 563 per vear in Canada/Mexdco OR $30 peryear all otlser nutions sent via
air mail, Respond to address above and wenGon you subscribed from rhe
Auschwitz booklet. Call 1-877-773-9077 1ol free ta charge.

SUBSCRIBE OR QRDER BOOKS ONLINE AT
W BARNESREVIEW.ORG.




