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Introduction 

THE STD RY you are told by tour guides atAuschwitz-Birkcnau is 

a story woven through with exagg,erafam, dist011ion and omission. These 
Iles and omissions are not due to ignorance or misunderstanding, lack 
of informatlon or the confusion of war, but intentional. 

This boo Id ct i.s too sm;ill rn le!l the whqle story-it is an introduction 

only, to~ massive fr<1ud that continues today at the Auschwitz-Birkenau 

Memoria 1 and Mu~eum l n Pnland, Fly the-e<irly 1990s, half il million peo­
pl<' wen:> 'visiting eve1yyea1: It ls now over a million. These milHons have 

been told some things but not told othe1· things. They are also shown 
some things, but not shown other things. They have no way of detennin­
ing the truth of what they see and hear. They generally enter the premises 
in a state of firm belief in "the holouiu$t," and leave convinced thatwhat 

they believed is correct- a.nd even worse than they thought. 

,, . . 
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INDOCTRINATION 
STARTS EARLY ... 

Youn3 chHdren smd~ 

<'.th e;i:~lbit ilt the 

Aus~hwin MU$eum 

with their guide. 

fl;!OTO; MMA.S WCM!1E. 

However, the tru.e sto ry of Ausch­
wi tz-Bi rkemrn is not in .my 1vay u n­
u sua I con~l<\eting Us wartime setling. 
So bi:Jce yourself for Jn ey-e-op€ning 
tour of the real Auschwit7- Bhhnau. 
(jf the thm~ canips tha t made up the 
enti1•e_[y tJiat ope1•J.ced from i940-1945, 

only Auschwitz. rernJins int<icr today, although with 
som~ rccrmstn1ctiom, <tlld js the cerikr or liooming 
Auschwil·z tourism. Birkenau has few remaining: build­
ings, a:nd Monowi tz is com pl~te ly gom~. 

-Cl\R011'N Yt:.~GER 

t'thncary .mm 

THE AUSCHWITZ MAIN CAMP 

Blrd)-ey<i ~iew of the Awchwi ~ m<i: n ci'lrn p. ~howl~g th~ fo nno=r ·~d m l:'iisi;ratlon -~u: I d 'ng ~tod ~r 

theYl.sltor cente.r with parking lot) at low~r right. Upper 1·ight, ouulde di~ foru:~, I~ chi! thE:~ter 
buil dh&-Tht- road l~ad i 11g into the c~ mp (Arb ~it M ~ c "' Frei Ga~~) 1; at I ow~ r c~n t~r and runs 
~1ong the_ large kit~hen complex to in right.Th!! hospital ar;d crer:ntoriurn are cue ofbt th.; 

low~r ldi:.oj the-~ ict~r~.ThE camp comm~ndant'5 reslde.1te is a\ :he far left, cetMI. 

AUSCHWHZ : T l-IE UNDEP.GROUND GUIDED TOUR 

A LittJe History 
You Don't Get 

from the 
Tour Guides 

THE TOWN of A~chwit~. was founded in 1i70 

by Gi:'rmans-therefore ''ALischwitz'' is l!s original 

name, not O.•wicrim, which is its Polish tran.sfat1on. 
Auschwitz was in Lhe Germanic-ruled Holy Ruman 

Empire m1til 1457, when it became pan ofthe Kingdom 
of PDland, Whm Poli!nd lost lts indeperi.dence in m2. 
Auschwitz ca.me Ltnder Aust~ian rn!i.: and btcamc a 
prime location for Jewish traders working betm~en 
Russi<i, Prt1ssiil. and Austria. Jn the wake of\V\.\'!, GJ!i­

cia ( whlch inclutled Ausd1witi) was giwn to the newly 
formed Republic of Pol;md. In 1939, it \W!'> annexed 
boick into rhc Grea ter G"'rman Rt=ich. At tlm rime, of a 
popula!io11 of 12,00-0, over hillfwcrc Jewi~h. The next 
largest group was rnma (gyps!es). 

GypSl~s miide up 1he. 

second i<1rgen poput:i.­

~ion group livi ng ih t~o 
taw11 of Ausd1wln_ 

A Gypsy Famlly Camp 

accup·[~d a. ~ec~ion of 

Bitkenau beg I nnl ng 

In 1\f4:1, 

AUSCHWllZ : T HE UNDE!l.Gf\O UND GUID!:D TOUR 7 



RAILROAD HUB 

R<.11 <lxp;.nslon turned 

uny Au~d1wiiz imo the 

j url(tion of fom~­

;ind ~ pe rfe.cdaroitia 11 

for ::i mairi ~;i1rip.where 

prisone rs ·were· so rtiid 

aml dlslrifec[ed before 

cram.fer m ~n)a ! IEr 

bbo r 'i:amp.s tfi~oug~ :. 

o ~t G ros~deuttchland. 

Bmi.use i.t ·was ot1e of the ~<irgc~ t ra i I road j un<'tions 
in Europe (44 trnin lines came inlo ·it), a camp for mi­
grant workers was bi.1ilt by the Austrians in 1916, Farm 
workers from aU ovet· ELJropc stayed in the> well-bui lt, 

red-btid< barracks. [n i919. lhe Poles used thl.'m as an 
am1yg;mis0r1. Of thno barracks at that time, q. were 

5ingle stor~'. Vi/ben tlte Gt>rrn.ans took over after 1939. 
they .Hid~d s~i::ond .stodes and built eight CT~W match­

ing twn-slory lMn<icks, 

T\ONZENTRA.TJONSLAGF.R AUSCHW nz 
Ret<'hsfoehrer-SS H(;'imich Himmler a1maunced the: 
pkrn to establish a POW Gimp <it Auschwitz on April 
27, i940. Gcm1a.n c1iminals from the Sa~hse'nhaus:en 
roncentrntion camp we-Je ust:d to com·ert the garri~on 
imo a prisoner-of-Wal' camp, and it opened on j Lme 4 , 
1940 with the arriva I a f 728 pri son~n; of th"' Polish re­
~istance lra.nsfom:d from Tarnow. _Rl1dolf Hocss Wil.S 

namt:d the fil'st rnmmandam of the camp. 

AUSCHW IT Z ~ T HE UND~P-GROUt\' D GUID ED TOUI\ 

In 1942, after th<: mnstruction of Bithnau had got· 
le11 1111 d ~ r w a.y . .;i c-am p d a ssi fi carlo rL system was devlS€d 
a;nd Atischwilz was design<tted. J Class 1 ramp (similar 
Lo Dilch<ni).. 'l11ls was th~ highest class, wh~r(;' common 
criminals;mcl political agit<it01:; h;1<l a good chJ.nce fo t 

rek:asc. Th~ <iirn was reform , re-educ<i lianand rehetbil­
itatlon. Forrnei· AusclMitz Museum Dfrr::ctur Fran­
cis-zek Piper wrnte that 1,5ou pris0nt:rs were re!e<1sed 
from Ausc:fovi t7., bu t th,1t Joesn't include th05e who 
WC"re transferl'ed elsecwh~ re J.rld thm rel~asi;:d. The 
Arbeii' Mar.fit Frei 5[og;m 011 tlw ~att' wa.S only l.lsed .:it 

Clas> f camVi, where labor d[d ind:eed bril1g freedom; 
Jt wa-: not a c1·u ~l irn11r, 

HIMMLER 
AND 

HOESS 

Re'cb;fuEhrl'"r Heo:nrkn 

Hlmn1ler ~eft) with !he 

fi--stA.mr;bv~l2 C::il:lm:.n· 

dmt Ru~Joll H<:iess. 

A LI$ CH WIT 2 : THE U N p ERG RO lJ ND GU I DE D T q·U Pi. 



. ,, . . . 
GATES OF DEATH? 

Does tli is I ook: I ~ke ~ 

~rison tJo.or o.r the 
gat~ ta a d~th c~lnp? 

Ausdl\>itz functioned as a laborimd a tran<;I! r:.'amp, 
meaning it w,1s also userl as an interm~d iate destinJ­

tion for prisoners being ~'mt t:1n'l'.·fo.:r~. Inmates 
work~ d in nearbyfactortes like LG, Fad.1e1101·on [nfra" 
:stru ctu l'e p!'OjcC'tS, such as building ai c L'Ji d bunkers and 

cutl.ing trees. Tiu~ CJmp !1a(I rrnf~ssional r<irpmters, 

dectridans,. bookrnakt:rs, ta ilors: inmale,~ lt:<irned 
these LT<i.des there, with .2Q to 30 men su~erds~d by a 
Jrnpo (anotl1er prisonl'r) . forty inmates work~d 'rn the 
Jd 1ch~n. The workdays had been fonnalim.l in 1938: 
On weekd<irs. work hot~ rs wet·e TJ0-12:00 noon and 
12:;0-5:00. Saturday~; 7;30-1 z.:oo .. Saturd<ty afternoon 
o.ud all day Sunday were fre~. lnmattS 11~rct'nmuraged 
to attend Chrisri~n religious services and to refle[t on 
the reasons for thC'ir irnpri:o;anm('rit. 

Pi:ople in thi:::tawn of Auscl1wiLl l'(.'i}(JJ'(\'d that dur­
ing th(:) war it was possible to rn .. ke tours of rhe C"amp on 

I Cl AUSC HW ITZ'. T HE UNDE~ 'Gll. OUN D GU IDED TOU~ 

special day"8. For some, Me in Auschwitz seemed luxu­
rious compared to thei1· own, srmnge ~s that sounds. 
Thi; attractive 1wl-brick .s leeping qu;utern cont.:iined 

bunk b~1.ls wl~1 mattresses, had 11ush toi1ets, porcdain­

coven:d stoves for r::ozy heating, and double-paned 
{'f1SemE!11t w111dows. Tn.~e-Hned ratliw<iys .and nowel"S 

plan led in froM of ev~ ll' bJrracks in the sumrnE't made 
fo l' a pleasant atnmsphen:. 

At tbaI time, ordi1wr people didn't l1ave wh<it we 
ta ki; for gr il n ted rnday. l n Eastern Eu rn ~e th'! poor lived 

without electricity, inctoorplumbingand c~nt ral heat­
ing. food wa:; not pkntifukirvaried, 11orw<i~clo thh1g; 
il rtd lhey were often al the mercy of political factions. 
Peoµ le labored rwm daw11 to dusk, six days (1 W<:f.:k. 

OPEN-AIR FACILITY 

Workmen dear th.:! ~c.r.;~t in fro11t of sev~ral of rhe bui ld ings J: Ausd1wltt ln 
prnpar;il[ion of the 6Dtn •rnn\reroary oi the camp 's Jibera[ton iii 1945. 

AU5CHWlo:Z:THE U ND~R.GROUND GU I DED T OIJR 11 
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TYPICAL BARRACKS IN AUSCHWITZ I 

The ;;vera;se cwo-story (th i1·d >tory under the ~oof) barracks 

were well-mainni n ~d and h;,d plMi;y of wl11dows. Paved 

road> ran be ~w'"'"" t ile t h!'e~ trne-s haded row,i; of 

28 blrn::k~ from th"' begin n i np,. 

WHO WAS DITLIEB F ELDERER! 

DitEeb felderer.a Swede who w;is flu~nc in Dani$h. Nor«agi~n> Germ;i:J, 

F~~n~h and English, pi=rsona lly inv~sdg&ttid all of die existkig Germ;iri 

ccmcentratlon comps ln rhc 1970s. He q•1esrl<:ined museum p~rsonnel 

from di r~ctors to g~ard~: i me n1~ewed r 0 t;ii p rn p I e 8.S wdl a> SU N't'.":-irs: 

mad Che offi~ ial holo~au>t llter:i.tur-e; searched i:h~ g•-wnds 1md wem 

into every btiilding he could> t~1<.lng p~otagr·;iphk s1id~; ii$ a l"ernrd. He 

pu bl I shed :i book, A11sd1·.v1tz Exit_ H c ''"~tined (o do IJI" day~ at tloe E rncst 

Zundel trlal in ! 988 in Canada, durir1g which 300 of ·~he JO;OOO slide> 

he tool~ in the camps W~N! shown ~o Lile l~ry. Zundel Wi1:5 ;icqtJittcd_ 

AUSCHWI T Z: rH E LJNDE:RGROUND GU I DED TOUR. 

The Unofficial Tour 

USING JOHN BALL
1
S <iccur<J.(€ diagram, which 

s.bows the camp from th<' opposit<' dirc~t"ion as the al' rial 
photogr.i.ph Oil page 6, Lhe im p()rt,;inl r~cilkks can be 
loca te d. The to u!' starrs. ilt the administ1il!ion building, 
11ow th0 \'isitors center. Whe11 the mmp was in opt'1a.­
lio11, LMs building hou~'d 19 ddousfog chambers 1 hat 
used Zyk!on~B, The: d1eacer wh€ce visitors watch the 
propoiganda film to get them in the right <tnti-Germo.n 
flilrne of mind \\l<'I~ use-cl back thcri to show Alms and 
German-made mov1es to the inmates. Ditli eb Felder­
er (st•e boxed item on facing page) states that l\·1nseum 
1-li;;torla n fr~ ods7.~ k Pi per lCJ Id hi rn l hat th~~ s~<i t_o; in th~, 
dnema wer{' idt'ntical to thosi: used hr the imrn.tes. 

After walking through thee g<1h:>, (he official !Our 
takes yuu to sr:1·cra l harr<1c-k:; th;:it make up the .i.dual 
museum, where the clpprm-ed h tstory of Auscl1witz­
Birkenau is told by en.la.rged photqgraphs with text, 
drawings an<l itm1~ in gla:--;~ C"<Hil'~ Ewry guid-2 rnncen­
tl·ates on Llidr favol'i te .exhib'Jts<ibo ut wliii:~h they have 
memrnized some :>tories: they do not nec€ssnrily <>gree 
or say the s.ame tf-tings. 

On my tour in 2009, our guide mentioned th<ll a 
larg€ photo ,of liberated children w<J.s "'four months 

after libN~fain , '' \Vht! n l <1skcid why therwere still 
we,ortng the striped uniforms, she <1d rntHcu tne pho­
to:> V1""e1e f'rom propaganda fi.lms made l.iter by the So­
•-id5-a rl:'c-nactment by adu 1 ts and chi.ldrrn dressed 
l[1 the old uniforms. If I hadn'c asked. it would not 
luve been told. 

O\l~r 600 ch il d~.<:n 

wen! a~ Birkeri;i.u 

when the !l.u~shns. 

p.rf'lve d. But an'! ~he~ e 

:me.r:hi!d~n >-• or 

lm:al kids dni5>ed up 

months la~er! . No 
film> wern marls 

during ~h8 llb~.ratlon 

ir1 J.;.nU<i ry 1.94 5. 

AUSCHWI TZ : THE UNDEF<. .GROUND GU I DED TOUR 
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THE <::AMP LAY OUT AT AUSCHWITZ 

(I) trees; (2) admt~lmation b~Jdlng; m ral~ ~pur; (4) one of 

nine g1J~rd towen:(S) pm.11~1 wirn kn":es;(6fA1·beit M~ch Frei 

Gal.El; (7) hoipita l with surgical unit: {8) mJm;uorium; (9j work+ 

skop5 fo~ woodworking and $~Wing: ( ~ O) bJ'~thel. and liorary; 

(I l j plo(E. wh,;~~ die on:he$tra pl_~yi=d; (12) kit'h~n wf1h 13 

"oal-fired ~'Xlv~s; ( 13) iro~t. office: ( 14) th reE -story s!eep'.ng hltr­

i.l.t~.s: ( 15) theater for m~s!c ar;_d d1<1ma: ( 16) sand ar'id gral'el pit: 

( 17} swimmhg pool;{ I Sf Bird1 Aller ( mrki:n!"J~ll\l:-); (1 9) camp· 
i!drn;nfar~~:o~ offi!:e>: (20) camp comm;ind~f'ts r~sJd~nt,; 

{2q Sola l'\iver road leading to ~own.of A~sd1w~tl: p. km); 

\l2) cem~ni fen re around two·~ld"e:s of ~amp, 

AUSCHWITZ: T HE UN DER.G;(OUNP GU IDED TOUR. 

BROTHEL & LlilRARY 

Jnsr inside the main gate of Au~•hwi t7. i ~ Fllo•k z4, 
a larg,e building usec I .:15ab1 t~thel for tl1 e in matc:..s. J t wa.s 
not a secret that Lhe camp ha.d a. brothel; it wa.s mi:m­

tloned in books and itsc.xistcncE?wasnmfinncd hy the 
Auschwitz :.-1rn::el1m offid~ls. It Wil~ st.:iffed by most!)-' 

Polish women from Li1e outside who worked rhere by 
choice, but German prostitutes an~ said to have also 

workC'd there. AJI prison('rS werl' noLallowe<l to use lhe 

brotkl; th~y h<id to meet cet'lain hrgiet1ic and otlm· 

standards. It was al5o used a& a rev.:ard for good bch<i\"­

ior or €xtTil. ~ff"o1i. 
On till.' nn~ noor of LhiC brOLbe! Wi\S the camp li­

brary, according lo fonner inmate;;. All main camp~ had 
l[br<icies, ~nd ns a CJo.s51 C'nmp Au~i:hwi Lz .:!2 rld

0

lHly liad 

mi~. but th~ museum is in um a hou l le There is no sign 
!dentit}'l11g Lhe buUditlg as on~ a brothd or!ibrnry, rind 

you cannot enter it-it's now the office of the mus12um 
dir('ctOr ~nd ho u!>~$ the atd1ives . 

cllock 24 l1ausctl 3 

brmhEl I, ~ lihrn rr, or-· 

d>esr~ ·practl( e:and 

conc.-.n '1a ll l11 d"lt:! 

b-as~rnen t, and toi.t~ I" 

a.dd~d .a11 art museum. 

AUSCHW IT Z: THE UNO~R.G~OUND GUIDED TOUR 15 
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Tyflic;i.l·anwork 

created by pri5 Dmih; 

~11 Au.;diwltl an 

cl:tS:1"£!S .. 

THE ART MU~BUM 
Block 24 also hdd Lhe Cilmp art mtJ:>i;um. Th~ idl:'a 

tam~ li-o111 Poli5h irmMte and anist l-'rJJ1cl~zek Targps:<., 

whoseaccompli'lhed skt>rchc~ impr~:;ed Conurn.ndant 
Hoess. Ht0 mmed T.ugo~~ ht~ad of ~h~ museum, 

founded ln Ottobc~ng.11 , with ~ts first home i11 liarracks 

6. It w<is moved tn Barracks :i4 in March 191f2, where il 
ocmpied two moms umt! lw~ J<i11u;iry 1945. J\ rt m<tte­

ria Is wrrC' supplied by the camp admini'ltr-<1.tkm, <1nd 

classes took place. Art of all kinds, indudi11gsculplure, 

wa<> produced ,111d l:':d1ibi tr.:d for the c:njo;111ent of the 

enli l·e camp. Targosz surviH~<l untll 1979, 

During my tour in 1.009, wew~t·e show11 a room in 

one of L he mu seu ll1 ~ u i ld i ng~ d ~Yot~'d to ··prison er art­

work.'' It consisted of ru·a,•/mgs depicting ex.trcmc bru­

ta 11 ty carri ~'Cl out on helpless prir;oners by SS guards; 

inriec:lible_ fliglits of fantas1• created by smvivo:s from 
memmy, after the l\mwas nver·. P~rliaps >vjtb a llt1 IL'l'n­

couragt:rncn t7 Exarnpli:s of th]s type c.:in be. fau.nd lo 
Zofo Rozensmuch'~ Di:iith Cc:m1p1\11srhwitz: album and 

Yehuda BJ.con'~ crude slwtch~s tl1at are datECd '·about 

i945" <lnd r.;xhibited<it Yad Va::hem lfolocaust Memorial 

A.U S C H W I T Z : T H E U N D J;; R G R 0 U N D G U I D E Cl T 0 U R 

lvluseum in Israel. 1l1is sketch by Baton wa~ 11~ t1Ja II}' 

si1bmitted as canfinnarion of gd:; d1arnber~ in 

Auschwttz at the Ado!J' E~c:hmam1 tria l in Jemsalem, 

1961, and theAw;chwltz trlcil iri Frankf11rt, 19&1~ 

ALithc-n!k prisoner ilrtwork, wh[th you wqn'r find. 
in t11emusewnroom J w;is i11. look!-: li l<ethis: 

Le~. f=r~nci~zd~ ., ...... •.-
Jnwii>dd, Porum! 

of Stcr•1rslaw led~,. 
m()llIT. 19'43, 
A~1.s<:.hwitz:.· 

Birkenau Stat~ 
M1,:1eu111. 

Rigln, Mrciciy•'•w 
Ko~~i el1 1i :tk, h 
the !:as~!. I 94-4. 

Ausctlw1tz· 
B ~ r kemu St;i [!: 

Museurn. 

Yehuda Ba.:on, Gas 

Oiam/,er, 1945,Y:id 
Vasliem Art Museum, 

Jr;iru~~lem 

.. ,,., ' . " ..... ~ 

A U S ~ H W r T Z :. T H E U N D f R G R 0 U N D G U I D E D T 0 U R 17 



Below: Vl~w of !he 

back of 1he kLt'h en 
jus~ iFISide. the gate ;ir 

the mJin c:amp ;:if 

Au~chwlti, 1;9'1S. 

(P~oto: mHMM 

Photo Arcbive·s) 

T11e}rare pmfo1.,ts, ~tl ll lifus, 1a11d~~~pe~ <ind <:aric<1-

lm~~o;, trrrra1 of al'ti~ts e1·e.rywhet'e, The St~ te Museum 
Ausdmitz-Birkcnau Ln me tD'Wli oJ' Oswle<:irn 0Wl1S 

some IAiO pieces~nd exhibit;;; th Em, ycr onlyci very few 
d(Cpic:t vio lence or rrnclty. 

TllE KITCHEN 
i\c:ross the (,mfry road from the b1'otbd/lib1·;i11' 

w<1s tht> kitche11 - lhe l <trg~:;l building in themmp. It 
h;i<l 1:1. chimney:; fol' rb.e stoves. and included ii dkt;iry 

sect[on, a bakt:"1y and butchery, fo rty inmates wmked 

in the kttchm, Special diC:'ts \.\'ere prep<ired fo r pa­

tienls l11 the infinnary and hospital. The kitcht>n had 
flush tnilets, whirh wer~ unknmrn tn th1: Fi rst Sov1et 

solditrs to ;inlYc:, who I houghl Lhey wer<' pl.:ices ln 

W<i$h Lheir bands! 

I a AUSC H WITZ : THE UNDE R GROUN D GU I DED TOUR. 

·n1e front of die kitchen is llOt identified for visitors; 

<ltte n ti on ii;: dfre cted at th lS ::ipOt to th\'. 0 Jd s~~mry BOll 

and th~ g~ Hows (li~cd onl}' orice). Tl11:te ar~ pla.m u 11-

de1foot to rnnve1t rhe kitchen_ into an arr musmm, 

1>-·hidi will fm tl1er destroy awarcne-:;s of 1 he carcfo1 
feeding of the pri:;orn:i's. My tour guide only pointed 
out when: the orchestl«<i played Li!ongslrle the kitchen, 

by tile entry rrnd, bu t s<cid nothing about the kite-hem it­
self. She tocik~\'l.: 1 1' opportunity to td l l1S tha~ pri~onerf; 

wetc star1;ed to deaLh as .111othet' W';JY of ~illing them. 

THE CAMP ORCHESTRAS 
M~ny music,1l groups were formed by Lhe ~mnates 

aH:r tbe life of the camp. Today th<> signs and gu id~s 

te!l us the only purpose of "th.CJ orch~stra" was to h~c r 

th~ pr15onr.:rs ora~'r ly \l\· ln:n rn,m:hing oul to ,rnd bJCk 
From \\'Ork They don't want visltms w know th~ camp 

had a flourishing cultural lifo. In truth, th'' orchc1>lr~' 
gave regi.1lar Sunday (1Jnc;fnt$ ~ml played on rnati}'Othc; 

occ~siom. 

The unii:le11trned 
k•t~hen kom t~m 

frorii:; the two 11utd1-

ing brkk b Ltitdings ·a re 

in fro11t of 1he I ong 

building ~e{!n from the . 

rear on the fadilg 

page. fo rmin)! .;i 

c.01J r~y.wd , 
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s~1nd ~)" afierno_orl ton· 
c.ert probably in 1943, 

b,~t cert.linfr ;ikI'.r 

S~ p~embe,r 1942.Th~ 

~onaucror k the Pol· 

ish inrn~t\l Fr;mz· 

N~erychlo. 

1-IISTORY or THE ORCHESTRA 

Th<: fin:L p1·i~oncr 1!rchest.l'a w<1s set Ltp in the winter 
0["1941, wit l1 F1a112 Nierych lc.1<is mndttm.Jr. The origi­
n~! groi.1p of seven mWl id<ins , p!.iying ~rst with instrn­
mems froni neighboring towns , included .'1 v-iolin. 
contrabass, <l.ccor·dion, l"rnmprt. saxophone Ll.nd pe r-
1;.11ss iorL The;e we1~ la[er repfac~d with. better qLtality 
i11.st 1·w1wnt~. some sent to the mus ic.fa ns by fami ly 
mrmbe1-s. ' l 'h~ir · frrst fm m<1l rehee1rsal was held in Block 
~'the basement. undei· lhe camp brnthel. where .there 
~,,a:;. d ~rn01.ll podium and a grand piano. This room be­
e<1me known .:is the cunc:<>rt h.a ll, wl1ere the band 2,01ve 

s lwws for prisoners Ml wd I as guards and officials. The 
audk1icc wou ld stand along the walls; the niusicians: 
v.'e l ~ scatter<'£1 thri~ugh out the room, slLling whcric >-~1· 

th<:y muld fmd a space. The grcup r.:i.pidly e:.:pandcd to 

AUSCHWIT Z ; THE UNDEJ\GROUr-.:O GUIDED TO.UR 

mor€ thJJ1100 members. 

Sunii.'or ilffO Lmt~ such ils fai1ia tem'fon's·Pia-ying 
for Time .::i.lso spoke of the Auschwit7.orcht~5tra. A fo.rg.e 
b] OW·llp of <l. photogr.otph of the o.chestri'.l pfayJn~ dur­

ing: rhe warw-:is once displayed at the Amchwi[z tvlu­

si::um at the ma in entr.uJCe. 

'rVOMEN 'S ORCHESTRA AT !3 JRKENAU 

Ft-om the begirn1ing ot' 19-13 until the end of 19H, 

there exis ted a Women's OrdH~stra i ti Birktnau. The 
rnn<luctor W<i3 violinist Alma Ros€ , the niece of Gustav 

t'-.·fah ler. The m·cl1es rra. soon bee<tm ea permJ nen t in.st i -
tution of th!! social life in the camp, \Vith ov~r )O mu­
sltian:s .:111 d ;i 1·ariei y of instruments. Lhey played 
classical mh:<:d witl1 lightet' fare on arri1-·J.1 af new p1'i.s ­
oners, in thl.' infirmary and thl.' exp~rimental station; 

A rroil1er Ylew ·of the 

~iime t:Oil(ert. Noce 

th•~ tnmu'l-~ •~~ g~th­

erlng arcn.tn d, no~ 

marchrng to work, 
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r •. 111 .. r.~ru- 1L1 11 

I};, .'>1~ J~!1rn .. m~<:""' 
J ll . .\J..~h ...... ~ f 

Member ,;if the fre11d1 

re~ I stance Fall!a G oJiJ­

H~i rl was dep-0rtEd rn 

Bir kapau WhG.re d-ie 

became a rnern ber of 

tl1eWorner>'s Ord1e.;. 

tr;1. After rh fl vr.i ~. she 

took the: c~1-e 1:>r n a1n ~ 

Fen~lon, beqirne.a 

we!l·known '~baret 

~!tiger- .•md wrpte her 

memoir and tnls novel .. 

01t concerts wl1ich th€ SS am:ndccl arid a~ Chlist1n.:is 
parties and dances- !thel'e w.i.~ ,1 largt.::" room in the 
11S<tuna'' at Birkcnau that was sorni:t]me5 used as a b~ll · 

mom), The navel Da.r:. Mcidchenorchef:te1· vm1 Ausch· 
witz, written by 111embe1· fanfa FerH:1on imd first 
pub\if;11ed in 1976, was based on the existence of the 
Women's On.::lwstra" faccry ml:'mb~r of the orchestra 
.stlfVI,,"e<l the war exceµL for Alma R(Xie, '''ho surrnmbed 
to t)'p~us. 

OTHER MUSIC & TH EATE R GROUPS 
Violinist Szymon Laks was con<lllctor or the Flirke­

rnu Men's Ca n1p Ord1estra in i944· The p€1fonn,:mces 
took pl<ice in v,ulouo p1i1.ccsarmmci the camp. Birla:mu 

<tlso had a brass band ci nd ;i cci mp tho] r, F mm an a rt1 de 
l 11 l he jcrLt,s-o/cm Pnst, Januarp5, i995: 

[The J J™'1sh ~h ildmi's cho lr at A usd1wi1.t-Bi rke" 
nan: I w<i s a rnem bE'r r.ifl h<ll c hoi I' •. , . I ..• remcmb-er 

my first ~11g<1ge111t'nt with cullllfe, wJth hisliJry, and 
wirh m\~8i0-in the camp .•.. In March 19.w. l was se­

mcly il l with ~iphtheria and wa;; mit to 1he C'Jllljl 

ho~p [;:a[ barracks, My m D[hN had .1sk'<'<1 to be 1 rnn s -
forrcci to staywkl1 me i:1 th: lto~ph~I. , •. Kmses, doc­
tors and patleni;.<: survh~<l- .. . 

U 11~ uf Lhe }'O\l l h le,ider~ ofour grau p . , . <.~ kc<l 
lo e~t.iblish ~n education c~mrr for cbildren. lle,1·~~ 

gil'en pmnission, ai1d in il. ~hmt tln1e lhc '°"dLLC:~l iou 
centc r became a spic'i tu al .rn<l sodJJ rt:'n te r fo1· the 
family camµ. lt was the sou I of l he camp. 

rvlusical and dw~!ric,11 pi;>rforrnanccs, including 
.8 d1 i !d r~ t1's: ()~~r-'.l, \~·ere held at thr ccnt~r. There wer'~ 

dbcw;1ions -0f various id~o!ogiC"S-Ztm1i~tn, S<Jdal­
i'>m, Czech rmior.alisni.. < , , Th e1·~ was <1 rornlucwr 
nanm::l lnue . , . 1,·h, nrgauited lh~ children's choir. 
Reheat·sal<; were held in a huge bvatory boirrach 
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TIIEAUSCHWITZ POST OfFIC E 
Af> you willk past ll1e front Of t he kitchen, thi: Il.ni: 

b11lldh1g to the right was the lJOSI offln.•. Nothing in th:: 
musewn li(er<itlll'e m€ntions the post affi{'c, the guides 

don't speJ.k of Lr, bul the Geneva Con\'~J\LLDn ru l€sJ 

striclly foHOl~·ed by the Gc:nnam, c-n~Lm'c\ the sen<lin!l; 
and l'e\:eivirig of rmU D)' ail prlsornm;. The i:amps cri · 
couraued lnm~tes to wr1Le to tbeir rr·lativ1;~ by making 

~ . . 
av<1i!able pr!;' "printcd card& and h:lter forms, Thrr. w~s 
clwth~d by tl1~ Red Cross, who ne1rer found any viola­
t(on of Lhis prlvilege ~1.Auschwitz·Blrkm:iu. 

Rcguhtiims printed on 1.he<1dclress sidear~ d'"~uly 
stared. They Ll·am;1ate a~~ 

fa t:!'}' pr[som.'\ is a!lm·>cd to recciv~ Cmd ~encl} 
two lclt1:r.> (>r cards frorn (to) 11is rdnrio.·c-s eJd1 

rnol1lh. T~e ]~cters to pri~oner> mtJS[ bl: e~~ily read­

a blc, be ,,., rltren fo ink ,1nd consi >t of no rt~OII" Lhan 

Tio<:! oo°"~~tory PO"l: 

office is the i;u ildfog: 

with the difkre rrt 

sh~ ped roof. l1J.St pasi: 

the O~Q Sent I'}' ~ox 

a11d orie-stp ry kitdii<n 

buHdkrg. T~m whoia 

'1de;i. o\ an Au~chwlti. 

post office ft;J r ·1nmat12; 

is anathema to 

mu~l';U m affi,ial s. 

b£.cau~~ tt dOflsn't 

f1i; tha rale ~ey are 

sGtJ~ng, k h~d tt:> 

i:he1·cfore bt: 

dls.c:i.rdnd. 
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RUDOLF HOESS 

j;i9ra!i).rd'f"q~~l:E"~~ l.ii'S:U,~:r1 
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I I ~ \O. 

~ • ~:11 l~IJ 1 .. ::. • .. ,i••-' ~~· ~ r .. .. ..:: ... , 
:I'):" .~:. ft

110 
jl" ~·HT) I 'T" I 

.~ ~C'::+~ ffl ~.&I }J~ l"I' 

.. ~·ii"''" ."" I 'llJ.t U1 'It 
•'F' ,)'fl:ll:1'1'- ..... It, ...... ,. ....... 1111. 
• .. • ••. i.. ~ .. s 

I . 
"' 

• ..... ... ...... Ill 

"' ~ ill'J I >I-

is. lrnt's on a si,1glf' s!:e~t. Onlr lett~r sheetq of Ll1e 

m:irm a I sh~ a.r<' al kiwe-d, 8~vel1J pes m mt lieu nlined. 

01111• 5 ~t~ n: p~ nf' 1; Pr e.ich may h!O tntloscd wirh 
each l e1t~1·. Nu other l'ncltb'Jres are permitted, and 

will beronti,ci!td. Po.~trn.rdscom; i >~o r·m linc>s_ Pho­
wgraph~ ma)' r.ot be used Js postcard__~. 

Mon~y may be s~nL Newi;;_i.1pt!1·s Mc' ~l l t1we.J. but 
orrly i ford~re.d 1hrough tli~Aus.d1wi timmp pcistuf· 
fic<·-P,wr:els m.11· nill be sent, as th~ prisani:rs rnn b:.ir 
~1'rry1hingorH~mp. (Howerer, in rlie !t:rter, the pris­

am!r ihan/;s liisfamiiyfor Llli their packages and asks 

for mme. From muc/1 od1e1· r!Videnci;, ir ,Wfrtit; r/ils 
partirnlar regulation \\'as nui enforcr;d. Thi9 u!so 

pmves r/;c~1;: was" ~•mw ;;lur~ jar inrn~tro·, wltm~ tlify 

((;1-1/cl b~i}' t,l1inys •,;•ith monq sr11t/mm home----.rnm~­

th,111g ds1" rhiu iii mvrr. mcn6ontd in rlit' nrnse1.1m lh­

emtitrrnr by rhi> pJ idf~~.) 

Reque;;ts to ("<1 111 p aut h oritr~~ for rde-ase ar<: 
poi 11t kss_ Visfr> t:o pri SOJ1€J'S Jr<' no< µ mn [s~ i ble. 

Sign ~ti, t heo Camp Ca mmamla.r.t 

AUSCHW liZ~ I HE UNOE~GROUND r:;.U IDE P TOUR. 

~. 

.-"1. 
..:.'-1 ~~ 

..... ~ ~ 

Ontheinsideoftheform]sthc kttcr &om the ]Hi s·· 

onet. Notic€ that it rc:..:1d5 ~p(J~J Omce 11''- indicating 

then: was more than one post offlce a1 Auschw:ili'.: 

Add n:ssed to; ) us:ef Novy, Ila kery 
Dom~~Jirc, Prntectoratc ofBohcmi<i <md Mor-a\'i,1 

l'rom: josef' Novy 
l)at~ oftl irth: 17th April 1911 

Prisrnwr Numke 73,03+ Bluck 9<1, 

Co11 t~r1lr<itio 11 Camp At1s[hwitz, l'ost Olnt1.' U 

Aus~hwilt.. 14ll 1 Febr•Jciry I'}{!' 

My de.n cmes[ 
l"m in g()od he;ilrh, ~nd J'm all rigl"u- l hope lh<" 

~ame i1ppli;os :o yo;t. I've l't>t·dwd three l~tters and ti.\ 

~arccls from you r~'Cen 1lr-,1~ in goad .sl1a p.:. Li:llers 

.rnd parcels ma}' no t b~·s.t nt regi~ l ered, j ust s~n d tlie 

p;ircels.a> F~' the first onc!i. Th ~ lir~I p;i n'i'ls rr-a dc 

111t w_ry liappy- pt'!irn larly the chotolatt:, hont)' 
and tne-mmy s\.\·e~l~- please ;;~n d r.!ore Uke lli.)t. 

My brnther ]<irdi;>l1nd .iu1u Milka rn·J\d <J:lso ~nd m~ 

.. I 

letter- lohl"ls given to 

prlson.e r~ p ro ... rd od 

s pa.;:c foi· longer. more · 

priv~te rnessage~ tlrnn 
po~~~ cards,Thera i:s 

no r~i$On ro belleve 

tha( normiil leuers i:o 

and from famf.!!~s wen! 

ever diS~our<-gE.d h:f 
rnmp authoriti~s·; 
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Below: Vl~w of !he 

back of 1he kLt'h en 
jus~ iFISide. the gate ;ir 

the mJin c:amp ;:if 

Au~chwlti, 1;9'1S. 

(P~oto: mHMM 

Photo Arcbive·s) 

T11e}rare pmfo1.,ts, ~tl ll lifus, 1a11d~~~pe~ <ind <:aric<1-

lm~~o;, trrrra1 of al'ti~ts e1·e.rywhet'e, The St~ te Museum 
Ausdmitz-Birkcnau Ln me tD'Wli oJ' Oswle<:irn 0Wl1S 

some IAiO pieces~nd exhibit;;; th Em, ycr onlyci very few 
d(Cpic:t vio lence or rrnclty. 

TllE KITCHEN 
i\c:ross the (,mfry road from the b1'otbd/lib1·;i11' 

w<1s tht> kitche11 - lhe l <trg~:;l building in themmp. It 
h;i<l 1:1. chimney:; fol' rb.e stoves. and included ii dkt;iry 

sect[on, a bakt:"1y and butchery, fo rty inmates wmked 

in the kttchm, Special diC:'ts \.\'ere prep<ired fo r pa­

tienls l11 the infinnary and hospital. The kitcht>n had 
flush tnilets, whirh wer~ unknmrn tn th1: Fi rst Sov1et 

solditrs to ;inlYc:, who I houghl Lhey wer<' pl.:ices ln 

W<i$h Lheir bands! 

I a AUSC H WITZ : THE UNDE R GROUN D GU I DED TOUR. 

·n1e front of die kitchen is llOt identified for visitors; 

<ltte n ti on ii;: dfre cted at th lS ::ipOt to th\'. 0 Jd s~~mry BOll 

and th~ g~ Hows (li~cd onl}' orice). Tl11:te ar~ pla.m u 11-

de1foot to rnnve1t rhe kitchen_ into an arr musmm, 

1>-·hidi will fm tl1er destroy awarcne-:;s of 1 he carcfo1 
feeding of the pri:;orn:i's. My tour guide only pointed 
out when: the orchestl«<i played Li!ongslrle the kitchen, 

by tile entry rrnd, bu t s<cid nothing about the kite-hem it­
self. She tocik~\'l.: 1 1' opportunity to td l l1S tha~ pri~onerf; 

wetc star1;ed to deaLh as .111othet' W';JY of ~illing them. 

THE CAMP ORCHESTRAS 
M~ny music,1l groups were formed by Lhe ~mnates 

aH:r tbe life of the camp. Today th<> signs and gu id~s 

te!l us the only purpose of "th.CJ orch~stra" was to h~c r 

th~ pr15onr.:rs ora~'r ly \l\· ln:n rn,m:hing oul to ,rnd bJCk 
From \\'Ork They don't want visltms w know th~ camp 

had a flourishing cultural lifo. In truth, th'' orchc1>lr~' 
gave regi.1lar Sunday (1Jnc;fnt$ ~ml played on rnati}'Othc; 

occ~siom. 

The unii:le11trned 
k•t~hen kom t~m 

frorii:; the two 11utd1-

ing brkk b Ltitdings ·a re 

in fro11t of 1he I ong 

building ~e{!n from the . 

rear on the fadilg 

page. fo rmin)! .;i 

c.01J r~y.wd , 

AUSCHW IT Z ~ T HE UNDERGROUND GUIDED TOUR 



Fran( 1rn~roncr= to tn~ 

i:h~atff, whfch be-::: a ml? 
.<1 '1otne for C-.tlmll~ . 

C:ir m.:)llt<' IUJtU be­

lY.'ee11 r Sl.134 •md 1. ';193 . 

They w-Ereforcecf to 
l~a~e whi<n American 

Jew; proce~ted th~ 

bujldlri> u~~ by 

C<1tho![cs. 

F i-ancls:i:~ k Pi p@r was 

di rei;tor-f1 i >to da n 
"H r;l1e Ausd1witz 

Memorfal MuselJm 
from I %5 u11i:i l 1(){)(,_ 

PH':rro, !-<:M.F60DK P.~G~i.c;oM 

pe~tkidl", <ts reprnted by lhl' Sovieti; in Janm11' 1945, 
Mowever, rhar flie& in the face of tt:port~ of foJ'mer in · 

mates who teH of [he: rmrny activities lhcit took plan~ in 

th~ thea[1:-r ;md tli.J:t Zykkm R \\'as5tored in the Adm in­
istr01tion "Bu~~d]ng. Ouvttl c()]t:', b(l~ocaust reseJl'Cher, 

wroLe: ·ni~ Inst pictures lciken inside t:l1 ls b11ildino 
t>" 

showed pianos and cost11mC's aml a stagewhe1·~ Lh<:- in-
mates u5ed to put on productio n~ :· 

Dttlieb Fddcrcr rest ifled under oa1h at 'he 1988 

Ziindel triJI lhM tlw the<i tcr was used by the in rnaks to 
put on plays ;md comai11e<l 01 stage ~ml musicJ l in5t.ru · 

nu:nt~. Feldcrer decided ta im·€st igm the ~arg~ bui ld­
ing ilftera 11 Au.sd1witl tom· guide told l11m thebuilcl ing 

wa.s unimpal'tJ lll and Viii$ only used by the Germa11~ to 

put junk into. Heinten·iewed \ arkius musi:>um offkials 
.md gmrd~, di.i ring which time mtrneurn historians 
fi'imciszek Piper ,;ml Dami ta Czech rnnfi.rmiCd ro him 

that th{' building WJI'. used as <i th~;it1c'r duriRg the wa1·, 

He showed <i s li d ~ of a Ukmi.J1iL1n choir singing [n whal 

28 AU$C i-lWITZ~ TH~ UNPER~llOUND GUIDED TOUfl. 

he.: bclier~d was the theater building, t<i ken from tile 

Dfo-rfeld fi le of the Unit~d States Archives. Most large 
German camps l1a.d concert ha ll1; \1•h~re inrnat<.'s org<m­

lzd reg u1.u· Sa turd<1y-night th !'ater pro dui::tions, ope r.os 

and dam:cs attended. by thou:xinds or foJ\ow-inmatei;, 
Au:;chwltz was no diiferent. Th~'se rn11cerls wer.;_• th!! 

em'Y of v:lllnger:s m1tsid" the camp, who did not have 
Lhe instrummts or ha lls for such gatheringg_ Al rimes 

\'i ll agers wi:re hwit<:d and mjored the productions 
.;ilongsit!e cJmp inmatc>s. Tht:}' ,:md 1rnrkers and farni­
Ues from Monowlt:t. , BirkenJu and :.omc sub-camp.s 

enter~d.<1t 1hc lnilltl door at the front or 1l1e buildi11g. 
Up hl eight 1-epeat perfonnam.'t:~a day 11'eJ'<' nc;ocessary 
to accommod«1·e,;w1')tJne. The only larger hall wast[\ 

the C1tholic Church in town, 2 kms (u. mi} north. 

TH E SVvlMMING POOL 
Coritim1ing alongside the pel'im"t~·r fenc1.: .md 

tum~ng kfromoshady Birch Alk1· (mrke11haller), rou 

comi: to !.l1e S\lirnmirig puoJ. lntet"t:stingl)\ the pool frw 
inmates was not clcni~d by musel1m staff umi l .i few 
}T<irs ago. a!t lwugh rnmists who ashd to see it v,'ere 

told by &ulde5 Lh<i.t it w<i~ ''off limit~." Lomted t'ight in­
side the fencl.', the pool me,1s.ure::, 25 iw:ten; long, six 
meters wide and Lhree mete.rs <leep. 

Acn)rJing to Didieb Felden:r, Musel!m lfawrian 
Pipe1· told him tlm rhc pool had been used to rchabjJ­
itJte inmat" p~fa~nt;; and as 1·ecreation, \Vart~me ~Hol'lcil 
photogi·<iplls taken by the A!lks confirmed lts exis­
te11ci:. Oooks written by former inmates refer to t~l:' 

Ausdn.1-i tz poo I; $CJ me say they sneLlke cl in to th c poo I "1 L 

night for a swim; oLhers: thilt it was i.1scd For water polo. 
Fm example, Ma.re Kkin, a Frerich der.iin<:e, reca\ls th<.! 

swlmming pool in hi~ booklet Observatim1s et rljkx· 

. ~crrrrtWHM ~¥~~{;~ ..-' ' u , 
'r ,.. 

-')< 
.,i. •I 

These d ever and 
artrstb!l~ d eslgn c~ 

playbill s ~r~ 8nioog 

s~vernl. on disp lay 

::it the Maurha tis11n 

rnemo~i;l l sir~ in 

Aus[rk 
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The swimming pooj ~ri 

I 9%. Bird1 A 1 ley Ori 

the rfght, r.he. per'imeter 
fono~ orr di~ left:. 

iom sur lr:s camps de corin:ntmtion nazis; 

Ausdiwl ti: I 11 · CL~ 111;.,de up 11f ~8 i>locks buil I {) f 
ston~ l~ld ouL in lluel." JUr.:illel rows b..tween whid1 
ran paved >lreHs. A third slred r ill1 [hl: lengrh of the 

qu~qrangk 11.11cl was planted ll'ith birch 1r6!~: the 

lli1hnl1aHer imcndei:I as a wal\;:w'"}' foJ' the detainees, 
wi ch benches: ther~ also was an o;ien-ai r .mimming 

poo! , (Ro1Jkl\'t of32 J:tagl>s p1·111tfd in Caen, 1918. IJbO) 

Hi:> also >'!Tote; 

- , -On S1111d,1rs <i.mi hoHday~ .. , rl)e1tba U, b<t~­
k~tb21ll and water· 1Jo[a matche5 ( ir, an opm-'1.ir pool 

builL within th ~ perimeter hy drta in~~s) ~ttr;ickd 
acwds.of mi l oak~!'s_ {Dr /'Universfre {iJ_/x rnmp.> de 
conceniration: Hlrt.0 1 ·g 1ta ge~ smsl1ourg<~\)t\ Par io, 

b IJ-e ll ~~cl.,.~rres, !947, p. 453.) 

Inmates Vv"\?IT' somNimes also ;illowed to sw·lln in 

the ne<1rhy SoJi\ Ri•:~r. a(·cordi ng to int!:'t'\'iews with Jc-

A U S C H W IT Z; T H E: U N D E P. G IW U N D G U I D E D TO U fl 

hovah'~ Wlmesse:> who had b~fn intE'rncd in Llw camp, 

Yd itt 1009. whi:m l asked at the inforn1alton countl'r 
th~ loc<1tion of the swimming pao[, l was rn~~ 1~i1h a 

blank f;ta re. Afrer persisting, l wJs finallr ansv.·c-red 
wi!h, "Oh; do you nH~cin Lhe fo·e brigade rese1To[r?'' 

The r.ign :;nown below. in Potish. Eogl"lsh and H1:brew, 
wcis ph1 t·~·d alo11gside rht> pod sometime after .:1.005. 

Bi rkenau als.o has a pool, which fow h2..\'eseen, bl1t 

which lLOW sport,s a slmil;ir sign. The w.:i ter in rh(• pool 
would ha rd Ir hCJ\·e been sufficil'nt for foe-fighting in ;i 

rnmp \\'i tll 300 bnil~in.gs~ 

Auschwlrr 5wlmming 

pool with st~rti ng 

bl.r;;(;k'i- ~rid errtry 
bcders.The dlvirog 

boord us~d ~a be 

11 t~d1~d rn tne tall 
t cnrr:il bb ck. 
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The SS Hos ptr;,11, lust 

O·Jtslde tl--e c;;mp. No~c 

th~ do ubi11 fi! nee runs 

beh1nd th~ bull~lt)g_. 

The crenmtorium ,;nd 

"g~.~ ch11mb.e1" ilr:e just 

across the street In 

fror.t, no~ shr:iwri.The 

ro m\ded ob fe.:t ai; 

low~r (Cn~~r is the 

entranr:e to a Qrie­

pen 011 11.lr·r.1 id ~nel rnr. 

THE HOSPITAL 

By mntlmd rig ,:dong Dirch Alley <1nd turning left at 
tli~ fonc-e pe1imeter, going back towJ.rd the in.:iin gate. 
you cornf:: to the SS Hospit·~I which stands on the 01 ht::r 

side of che fonc:(', ft· had a surgkal hlock as well JS J. ob· 
stetric1l/gyneco!ogka.I block fOI' inrnatl:'s (childt·€n 
were born at Au·schwit1,). 

Thm~ m:re also quammine aL"~as in both c.:unpt for 
newly ;m-i\<i.ng pri~unero, where they stayed for as long 

as &ix weeks la makt: ~Mr~ they had no dtSl'i!SC'5 tha[ 
rnu1d be transforred lo Lhere~t.o f the camp popuhtton. 

Dr. L:iszloTaub"i·, no\v a we.=ilthy Jewi&h landlord 
in Washington, D.C.. was the chief sUl'geo11 nt th~ in­

m.ate5' hospital at Auschwitz-Birk€nau. lfake.1tatt h;id 
sever<il hospital buildings. One 11·dl-kno•~11 inma.t~, 
Otto Frank, th<' fath.f!r of Anne. FrJLlk sta)<:>d ~l1ere for 
three months in I01te 19+.-~arly ig45, with the com­
p lai11 to I S~J ff<?ri n g from exh.:i u ~tion. \11/h i le he remai nc;d 

AUSCHWITZ: lHE UNOEF\GROUN D GUIDED T OUR 

li(l&pitalfa~d, his two daughms11·ere El'itClli'.ttL<d (fo!low­

l11g tht' rules 0r the GC'n~va Conventiotl), along wilh 

many others, to Berge11-Bd5en concentration camp, 

~way from th~ advancing Soviet army. Otto ·Frank was 
~till dm-e whe11 the Sovids aJTin~d. 

A.r!.other famous inmiltc, Eli~ "\Viesel, writes chJ.t he 

wa~ in a ho:spital inAuschv.~[z recovering frorn <mop­
E'mtion on an infocted foot. and his father· had b~e11 al­
lowed to stL1ywi1h him in thl.' h.rn;;pital.1-lowever, \.l/iesel. 

chosl: to ]~.ilve thi= hospitJ! to go wrLh 1·hc. {io,ono otl1l:'rs: 

who ma['('hcd west with the Genrnns to <1m1lhercarnp. 

away from the impending Sovler "llberation:· The 

gLi rd (;Is at Ausc h.wi.tz don't show th c ]1 ospita I. 

Be1ow. a Yl~w of the 

froru of. thB SS Ho>pi. 

ial "~ ross die ·~meet 

from the rHan• 

01 ru cced "i:~~ <: llnm.. 
ber" -c rem atorlu rn. 

Isn't f[ im:or.s1st'i:flt co 

h ~vri a weap<jn of rh3 s s . 

mu r.det dght n ElX[ 10 

th~ building wh~re 

me oppO.Slte li taldng . 

phc;:e--savl11g r1v~s 

th rough m e.dlral 

inter~ndori! 
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Phom .abo'<'e sh CW{$ 

thl:l brkk chimnt\y 

tl\ar was bul l" ln 1947 
ls-detHhed from th~ 

bu II ding. It hill 11eve.­

be~n comiected 
to ti'le rec::onsmxted 

crematory 
ovens insidii!. 

Right. the two ov~r>~ 

in t~e current bu il ding 

werce bullt by the 

So\ .. ier~ in 1947 

ar1d h llve neve r 

been 'l~ecl. 

THE CREMATORTUM 
Direct I y ac rns~ the c)U tcr 

roo.d from the hospitcil is the 
reconstrucced crcmarnriu m, 

lmmrn as tl1~ Gas Chain bt'r. 
Not~ the tall chimney and 11al 

roof in the plcturn on the pmi­
ous p;ige, Tlw. nffichd ~tory \i;. 

that the small vems i11 !.he rnof 
<illow~d Zyklon B pellets Lo be 
poUJ'ed into the chamber bdow, 
thus "gas:s[ng" Lhe vict[ms 

locked inside. 
Ho\,·cver, air photos rake11 

by lJ.S. recon11<1isSJnce plane~ Ir~ 

i944, not released until 1993, re­
ve<il a peaked mof with tv.'O an('­

meter high chimney!; over th:.' 

two nematlon furnaces, no 1·~nts or holes over che u.J­
legcd gas chamber, and 110 larg~ chim ncy. !twas then 

~dmittcd thilt the Sovi~ts ch;:mged lhe roof, OJI th1: 

AUSCHWITZ: Tl-1E U NDERGRO U ND GV ID EO T OUI'.. 

The A\j~d1witt "g.1& d1<.mbe,r'"- ,.,"as ree1Hy <i. morgu~ lmt[I it WaP:lightly renovated "foto _a~ 

;1ir r.itd ~hdt.,,,. by th'" G .. rm~m •~ Sept. 1944. Con1ider t ll(l;t if the morgue w;i;"' ga~ cham­

ber, there was roo rn argue ro ~rn re ;i,l I th o~\l g"--5 s ~ d bodies prior to ~ ~nw t i on..The do or· 

les;--open~ng .at !elt;whlth leads to the room w'th only two cremadon ovem. w;is cut 
~hrough by the Rtmfan~ ~n I 947. B~fore mf iour &ro.1p w~lked thr.ou,\:lh! we: W!lr~ lnmuct;!d 
ro remain silf'nt ''our. d respect;"' it W<t~ rop-ed off ;iri d d:trk lnsid~. lldorc-1 ["o!!a.lii:ei:J ff, J Wil-1 

back outside again w'ltli nci oppc:irru11ity to ;;sk questi::>n~.Wln.t ii. dis-appointme~t ..• , and J 

wasri'r. t li" 011 ly one whc fok that. 

holes and built the chitrmer in 19,1i: in other wnrd:s, 

nw Musi::um went along with tl11: lie until t-her were 
founJ OU,L, <tncJ <'.Ven arterward. 

For-years tl1e l\.hlseum S[J.ff Ltsed fake photos lo 

pas:> thl' recondrnct<ed gas chamber off <1.:: original. 
Only recentty di tl. th~y er~ct a ~ign ou tsiJc (Jf th.~· m"­
matorium :>hawing the post-war changE5 that were 

mad~ to the buUding Interior,_ 

We were informed by our guid~ th<i! tlw r<' wn~ 

stl'Uction [s supel'ficl.:i.J ;:md does tiot neg~te the.bulld­

ing'5 previous use as a gas chamber. and. in any case, 
it's tww r~portr.:d lfaT~ were rd<1fr1'dy t~\v ga~sings <it 
Auschwitz- the gre..:iL m;1jorily w~re done at Birkenau. 

The ql.lestian 1 '"[s this holocaust revisionism?'' was 
met with io;j\~ncc. lt ~ppc;in; the Auschwitz "gas cham­
ber'' myth is too fr<)gile to hear any scrutiny. 

AUSCHW I TZ:Tl-1E UNDO.RGROUNO GUIDED TOUR 



I me do r oi g.arn:em 

work~tiovat 

Aui:{:hwftz wher~ 

wo11ie:n posslbfy­

~'<!wad hl iH~a ry 

uniforms. 

THE WORKSHOPS 

From the c1emd.toriom you can SC'{' tl1e workshop 

buildings wlu~re inmates both le.:irm~d and worke!d <it 

tra.dr:s. but t11 cy ate not on the guided tom. Hjmml~r 
had md ered the COJ lS1:.l uctl 0 n 0 r Work<.h ops for hamti­
craft pillprnes; some were tor woodworking; ilt I cao:t 
one was for sc,1iing. 

Jean-Claude Pr.;ssac, an cxtermination[st historian, 

claims that women deportees brougJit thcirsev.ing ma­
chines <1lo11g \\~th them, but Lhal is rid iculous, The 
photographs of a r ri \Ii ng worn im show not one rJrt}'ing 
ii. ~ewing machine: on lll~r h;:ick! Writers lik(.' Pm;sac and 
the rnu.s~um offidals don't want you to know Lim the 
Nadonal Soda ti~t~ provided profrnsional 1<1-nrk equ.ip­
mmt for the immtes and had dean, wdl-nm work 

areas. 

AUi;CH\N IT :l: THE UND ~R·G ROUl\"D GUIDED TOUR 

RECREATIONAL SPORTS 
Inmat€S engaged in a variety of sporro a( bmh 

Aw;chv.~±1 . .ond Birk(.'nau.1n <idclitlon to the swimming 

pools. a large sports playlng field was do5e w the cr~­

matort1.nns at Birkemm, where: socc.:r mJtrhes Lcmk 

place on Sundays. Di ti i c: b Feld" F'E' r rep mts that one of 
the first people tote 11 hi rn that it w.3~ m(.'d <W a S]lllrt'.i 

ground was one of the guards of tJ1e an..ifacts, a Mr. 
U1·bankk. At the 1988 Zundel trta! 1 rdderershowed a. 

slide of a map in on(;" nf ~111..'. main g~~idcbooks of 

Ausc h11oit z which indira.ted that tl1e field hci.d been <1 

sp9rts St<1di11m, 

Tadeusz l:lornwski, J. P(~lis h Jewish prr.somn at 
B~rken.rn wrote J l:iook of shorL stories in which he 
mentioned the sarcer field ''on the broad clearing be" 
hind the ho~pltal barr~c:ks" foc[;.'d~;:igram) ~nd rc­
mem bered when hew.is ! he goa !keeper in <l. g,i inc 
on i1 bcau ti fol Suriday a~emoon. He said a ~ize· 
ab le cmwd ol hospi1.11 (nxkrli~s ilnd wnV<i l esc~m 

parleim had g.:nhered Lo Wil.tch Lhe g,1me. 
Wi1l i<im Schick said in a ~006 imerview with 

The Sun·Hcrv/J thilt h~~ was ploccd rn th<> Cw:fl 
family camp .il Bi rlm1au wher(O he pl<t}'c<l in ~ut'­
ci::r makh ~s, andsaict thesoccel'field was located 

11ea1· Krema Iii. 
Boxing m;itches Wei'e Jho popul;;r among the in­

mat~s. Sala.mo t\rouch was a boxing chilmpion in his 
home town of Salonib. Greece: ufter arri .. in.g at 
Auschwi tz in19n he parL[dpJled in l\\k~·m:ckly box­
ing miltches. Fencing was popu!Jramong some; at the 
Ernst Zundel tricil, Fl' ldcrershowed a slid~ of inmates 

fencing. Unfonu1wLely, wi: Jon'c havQ a{.·r.·~·:;s to a11r of 
th<:'se slides for thi ~ bookleL 

Beyond the ruins 

of K.rema I Ir is w. l~r.i;e 

gra.ny are.a 11ia t war, 

om;~ the B rrkei;;i:u 

·sa<Cc!"r field .. 
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·:>B 

Biri-:en m~ari~ 

b~ rches--p ictured 

h.er~ a Blrd1 t~ee. 

grove at rt.e w~si: 

Md of the ~~·m~, 

The Birkenau 
Concentration Camp 

BIRKENAU lo; 1ocat\'_(l tlm.'<: 11ilomcti::rs !Tom 
Auschwilz J un ci main road, Liullding b~gan i111941 for 
a camp to fto ld 200,000 persons, mainly non-workers 

and tbos(~ waiting to b" transfc.'ITl!d elsewhere, thus 
tll€re was J hightrpropor!ion of women, children, eld· 

erly and infirm th.mat Auschwitz. Jr ~wn!ual lymii12red 

4!5 acres ilnd had 3oi;1 bui]d[ngs. A few prisoners 
\1mked i11 the wareh{mses, in th~ kitch!:'ngamJ i11 Lhe 

crern.itmia, but mosr did nor work. If 75% of che Jews 
were kill~d on arriva l, who liH~d in ;:ill tho~~ b~ rracks? 
Nol ot1ly tl1<3L, buc the Genmns were building new bar· 
r·a.cks in the section the i11mciu:s c;ilh~d Jvle:\i[t) to house 
50,000 rn Ql1:' pri sonc.rs .. 

Today il's 21. vast opei: space w[th only a few isohited 

bllildi11gs sr<Hte.red here 21.ml there, Priol' lO tl1e 1•ea.i· 

2000, there wer~ very few visitors to Birkcnau. Tours 

didn't.g() thl're: even persona\ guide5 woukln'~ t;ikeyau 
there. Now it':; the le:;ser patt of a_ full tow·, fealllrlng a 

look at a oa mple slee pi Llg and 1 ava.tory barracks,. which 
arc iri wr}' puor condiLi(ln> Theorigin<11 barracks all had 
a. porce\Ji11-covererl brick stove Jt one end from which 

AUSCHWITZ : THE UN!HJl.Gll.OUNb GUIDtb TOUR 

a pipe r·,111 along the centel' of the bam:tek,; inside a low 

brick Strncture, keeping· rhe entire b<irracks WCll"ffi in 

wintff. Pdsoriers could sit on it, ~nd some t>aici they 
ew11 cooked on lt! Each brick barracks. in the v.umen's 

~ec tion had its own bv~tory. 

THE: CENTRA L SAUNA 
This be;mtifu!, modern hygiene building w;i_s buik 

in l943 and contaim:d stc<1m chambers r1nd hot air 
ovens for dlsinfe~L[ng do tlting. New 21.rrivals came here 

first, had t11<:[1· hail' shorn, showe1·ed ilnd were given 

d~an doth ing. Howc\'er. [t didn'tfa.v~ a singlcsalma. l t 
~lltl haw~ a large main room tha t wois sotndimcs. us-ed a~ 
a bJJlroom. 

Visitor~ to Birke1uu ne not shown this building, 

Lhe largest 1n the c<J.mp. 
ExtrJ clothing and valuables the prisoners brought 

with thi:rn vver~ stored in the 30 WDoden w'1.rrh01.1ses 

across the street from rl1e .sauna, \.\'hich the Soviets 
bu med down after they <i.rrive<l. . 

There a.re otlwr, smali<:r dis.lntection bu:ldings (#:z.o 

on di21gram on pa.g~ 40) ,ar Btrkf:n<i.u, but the guides 
won't cake you there e1rhe1·. The doors are locked, il!ld 

o.o :signs ident[fy the buildings. 

"The S;m11a'' was 

th<! n~me g_!>llln to 

th~ hygfen~ b!IHdtng . 

becau~f' ol thB 

steam ~nd hN air 

di~infocdon own"> .. 

It's designed wi<h 

two ldet)ti<;JI 

~ld~~--one, for- m~r; 

:i.~ d o:ia for worn en. 

f';-J ;tw•e 1~ we~e 
bm uglit .her~· for 

shower~. 

Below.one of t~e 
~~~·~rn th~mb-011! in 

the C Elnt:r.11. Sa:t1n• 
for de lollsing.c lo':h· 

jng, No~o the door 

iir e~ch end, 
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DfAGRAM OF BIRKENAU CAMP 

... . ..... 

•' 

1 

S:,,J., 
C'Jll<n 
IO;I ;.:.: 

J)ll ~oc 

r..: 
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KEY TO· DIAGRAM OF BIRKENAU CAMP 

T~.is ci~~r~l'"l Ol1 tr.e fa-:: ;ng j'lg~ WC.I <lri<>vn 

hr Joh~ (. a~11 Oii th~ 1:-Jsi~ of~: r f>10<o; of ro~ r 

reeor>n3.~"""~ n1if-.tt I.~ 1944,n w~'I !l~ln"eiV· 

go_u<;in on rh<> ;pot 

I. Fi<>ld• pl~w<d a"d' pb~ted In I \144. 

2. A'ce;5 ro~:l~ ~o the f'la in C•r'Tl?. 

3. Ce.i~pool• d r;ih l~g lrn;o ~h~ So!~ L~ km 

IMch' r we~t:. 

4. rh.i. '"V'lhi t~ Hot.1se," .,.,fa.:l'e ~·m~ of ~hov· 

•ln:ls of po~ p!o :at~! uppoi~d t¢ h;v~ ~efin mu I'• 

<l~~,J wcto Z1kbo ~-· 

S. T.'ii• is where th• "lcti :n' •·--.? !U~posoc LO 

li~ve rnrdr~~~ ed, ~!t-~ci"~ h i:h~r• w1s h<'> l>u .ldlng 

lt-:re b~foc~ Ju1~ 1944. 

6.Tro~s. 

Th~ phMoi:raphs mker, ot 1he <1bove·rn~n· 

tiahe MoL r l>~':r:~a!l()r p'.~ ,~ tl~~,...~~11 M~/ ~ n<j 

So.p t•rnb• r I ~~~ 1now ha ditch"'· "" pl:os of 
btxli"~ a~d n ~ •mok~.a'tl-.<>'4;n rt 11 d;;1J1'1d 1hl.1 

th-ou::rilnd~ of ;g::i.:=;~~ng \lic.t~rn:s wErt! bE!if'I~ thrown 

Ima r~ri~ dl:i: lm ~ n d b11rnt, eoc·~ry d~·f. ~I n•e ti'• 

cr~nmo~i~ we~ overload~d. 

8. Cnir'1\3.!.GJ"la !V andY. 

9, ;;;tnpty &t~h!>s, brn IMg ~nd Um d~cp, 

Wid1 w~te i "3;~ 'ttiE bottom. 

I 0. Cemt<l! ~•~ni'.. 

11. Gro~p of J{) b~~~~. nkk.r>>:T.oe Canad1 

b~ •nm~u ~. y;.h er~ tr.~ pcss-eHion~ o' r>ew ~ r· 

rlv~1~ :'I>: m ! ~md rn d r~"tih:.~~, 

!L, Round b:..i:nund cfach.cs fo1· Wilter pu· 

riFldtkin. A ;owa.g• f>UrlfJta! io~ pl~ n.c w.:~ ;i.lse> 

lnig.1n ;;.b<>>·e Ill Ii. ~o th,.t ove.r~ ~onHrud~ n •~~­

don po 1ie~~ ~d ~ '""'~!e p~ci~ tatJmi ~Ian~. All 

w~s!e w~ter flm'l>id into !~~w :n• 1:;;;l~1ion~ and 

th~ mo."€ or l~:.1; pc rr.1ecl w:;i(e c the~ f.owoil tnl" 

~ht \'V~l thi~ I. T~~;e op ~n-~f~ i.ev~~ pu ri ~ mi on 
I n~ta l ;t l:>n~ o;•,~' h~~ r~: ~~~~d rnrrlb!e odori, 

"-'P'".i•lly de ring th~ ~u rnm~r_ !1anr i~rn~:~s· rot· 

porcod •n ~r ;ter.c~ wh .d1 m~rty of th am at· 

1rib ~ t~d IP th• H~riatQrlo, wftl!e., Ir. ml.Ii)', It 

c rii n~~ed u he1-1r<1m !hs purilk•tian ~!ants or 

11" ~ pe!nxhemi~al p 11n!~ ~I M (>MOWl1':. 

I J. Ti"L~ two. farge :.r~n·:itori~ II Jnd 111 w~r~ 

v.1jb l~ to thoUl;l!it!;; or p~~<lt>·f}t lrMde and OU~· 

~id e t·:'I• c•mp, o~er 1reeles; nefds rnd [rem the 

n~ maou• brrack.s Ir> tho earn? 111~ 1 !. ~toiy \v~r~ 

on "r1~rN ~lr\Q~~ With~ li•r~~ d Wito !""to . 

14. H!lre cher<:" 'M\5 rn o rc~e~u~ m~d" u~ t>f 

lnm~te1 from Awchw:t~ am! B !rk•rlil~. who g~Y<C 

S ur.ta~ roncern. 

I ~- Spert• •nd lootb;tl ~ fi~ ' c~. 

I 6. lnrmte hospital. 

I 7. Ve~~t:lh l~ ~,,Jor,;_ 

18. Comp e~p~r.sior. Ill W•• s1>l1 n.'.lt sur­

~"n ded by b~ J"bed wir~ (>e ~ 2Jt am-J 2.31 ). 

19:. Kicc h~ r1 1 (riine in th~ m~n·s t~ m~ ~r.d 

fout f11 1~0 ~m~1is " mp). 

20. Bu.ldi~i;~ IM wfilck cl~t~ln~, t·l~n~t;nnd 

ll;t."rtr-c~~'E s we.rn di..!i lr-.f'f'[.tl!id. 

1 1. WIJ~rd towor$, 

·22.'r hree-m et or-high bo-tled Wire "=nee. 

13. (~mp ~rN For potott;ie; a~~ "e&<'t.'lP I ~~. 

H. W.;,rrrnn ·~ camp: b~ n-:;i,kl of .s to.1e •n d 

w-aotf. 

2S. Tral~ p :atfo trn. 

:lb. Toiiru an~ w,;,;~r'tlom. 

27, M"n"s omp. 

28. M~in en1~~1c•. 

·n P..!. lw~y t·oatt~ .. 
.30. W~t~r pt!n·,r;ng !t.:i.t.i"~· 

'.l L Camp ad;itmmatloi:.lr-elaled bul"d ing>. 

:32.T" B rkE ~~LI. 
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One.of tile ele¥en 

origl11al klrcr>ens at 

Blrk.mau th:i.t w;is ~till 

m.nd\ng bJd; in 1997. 

THE KITCH E:'.\'S 
The k[tchens aJ'ealso dosed to the public, o5tensi" 

bJy for preservation and to preventvanda.!ism. Butwhy 
ls Lh;it a C(lt1l'em fur sorm· buncilngs and not uth{.'rs? 
According to Ditlieb Fe!dert~r, his slides show several 

<:xtremdy huge cooking v.=1ts stJl inside th~ buit<lings. 

MUSJC & MATl!-.:G 
A bookwl'ltkn byaform!.:'r lmn.:itc dci;crib<.'d how 

Llicy put on shllw8 w]th ml1~ic and d.'lncing ~ml skits 
at Birkenau . Ruth E1ias also nwntioned th£ music 
shows in ht>r book Triumph a,( Hope. The remarkable 
thing i5 that the SS gltal'ds sac in che a.udience side by 
:>ide with the immtes. Caopet·01tive ir1ter.icliOi1 be­
tw~e11 guards and pL·isoners was not unusual_ For in­
~Lancl'., Lhey \nirkc<l togdhet sorting clothing '" thl' 
"C.:.11ada" warchous~5 <1nd ~vm rook rhe opportunity 
to hav~ affairs. Tht:H.' Wt'le a few marriages betwl'12n 
guards and women prisoners at Birken,iu, although 
only ;:i.fter the war. PLi~oners, however, W<:!'e allowed 
to many each other. Some marriages took place and 
chlldren Wt:l'e born, 

AUSCHWlTZ ' THE: Ut-.1 DERGROUND G U IDED T O IJ ~ 

SPORT & SOCCER FIELD 
lnmal1;s WCLnted to engagt: in sports 011 thekd<iys 

off. and the guards had na objccrion-iri fad, it w~ 
<1n order from Hlmmler lo allow them spm·ts because 
he thought lt would tnn·.:ase bodily strength ;me{ 
help make them a bettt:r labor force . The inmates 
form~·d teams and enjoyed fr iendly competirion on 

SatLirday .::iftemoons and Sund<1ys, with enthusi~stk 
ch.:ering sections, Even thr.' gmrds formi:td a team 

.md played i'l§i.lin:>t the inmates~ lt ls l'eponed tl1at 
r'"am.s sometimes used the rremator[um grounds 

when there was no room on the main fi~lcl (1t15 (m 
diagram on pag~ 40). 

CREMATORIUMS 
Tht'rr;> wer~ four "Krcmas" at IJlrkenau, of which 

you ta 11 see th€ ruins today. Kremas I J ci.ml Ill a1·e at the 

end of th;: ro<id chat rnns from thE' main mtrance, 
while CV (a reconstruction) Jnd Va~ ~re noth ing mme 
than foundatfons, just nmlh of the Centr~l Sauna. ff 
t.hey were g:.is chambern, ir me.ins rhne wete no 

Crcm~todum 11 ln 

Brr kc nau as 1t 3p· 
fleared 111 fell. 19,q; 

stil I under constrlfc­

trl'.l11- Th" partially un­

.:lergm 1.md morgue, 

later cal!e d tha ~~ga~ 

·t:h:imber,"' c.a11 be seen 

·at right covered With a 

I ~:;~r of sri ow: I~ roof 

was slx ln[hes ofi:oh· 

'retro, cn1ee feet 
~bovegrovnd, Con­

slde r that Zykl011 S 

p e11ets need to be 

t'Jeated ~I:> WOI"~. 
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R1.11n~ of C~matorfljm 

II. photographed by die 
Sc•Mt~ rri Feb. I 94S; 

tl1er they had blown it 

up ;md t>lametl It on 

tne. Ger mans. tn 200<;>. 

it was roped off, with a 

b rge s.[gn i:rnd11iinfng 

it i~ un de rgolng 

~ n 1"Xp(msNe 
preservation prote= 

mmguci; dmlng th!:' two reJTible ryph u_'i epidem[c_s 1.haL 

struck the camp. Kremas rv and v had shower mom:; 
and "''"re dose to the Sauna, which aJso had <i shower 
ro om. The mus.eumsays these shower room_~ \1'ere rc­

;ill)' gas chamhers, \.\'hich mcam there was onlv one 
shower room, in !he Saum. for 9[i,ooo prison~r; ! 

There is litt le doubt aJl the Kremas were destroy.:t.l 
by Lhe Soviets .:;hortly aftr.-r their arrivat E'ven though or 
book from the Auschwitz rvlus.:um says th.J.t Crernato­
riLim 11 and III were blown up by the Na'Zis on ).an_ 20, 

19+ S. Y~ t the offic ially accC'pt~d dare that the Ge nrn.11s 
abandoned the camp js J01nuary 1.8-tv.o days earlier. 

.---------~- The Soviets futmci only ,:i few dead bodies at the 

Blrken<'.u camp_. preservEd by the freezing 
weather.The crern<ition ovens had bcm disrnan­

tled il.Ild t.J.ken from the camp ln NoYernb~r 194+ 

<ift~rremoving thf' roofs. 

Left,rui~s of Krema IV- even thls 1;;; 

reconstllXt[o n ! A 11 E!ge dly, the Polish 

people (::ln~d off al I r.li e origl rtilJ bricks. 

AUSCHWITZ : T"IE UND ER GROU NO GUICHD TOUf<. 

U RERATTON AS PROPAGANDA 
The photograph on Lhis page is from foo t.lge LJsed 

in a Soviet prop01.ganda fi tm, shot by~ Polish soldter­
Ji be l'<t tm·, and slwws t he-Bl l'k~1Mu do t hl n g warehouses 

/known a~ "Canad an) burnirig. ln Ll1e distance we see 
Lall crematmlum chimneys that h<1.d supposedly bei?n 
blown up by the retrea ting Na7.i5 one v.);ck before. (111e 
~torr go~s I hat the.• SS abandoned the cam pl~ on jall· 

uary 18, but s,enl a crew back on the ~oth ta blow U[J 

Crematorias JI, lil and V brforc- th~ Ru5-
sians ad\'ilTIC:(;d 011 lht' camp, which 
Lurned out to be 011 jcin. 27.) 

This is the be5te.,idtence (hat th~ So­

viet myth of'the Na;:.!~ ' di:sire to "destroy 
the tr .:ices of L hei r -crimes" is j us1 t h,1 t-a 

myth. The SS had left b~ hind a tot~ l of 
over 7000 survivors mp<tbl~ Clf telling 
thei r miry to the enemy, so what would 
be the point of demolis.hing th~ cr£ma­

tqrium bui ldings? 
The l1igh!y publicized SOl-'ieL ''llbera· 

tlon" of Auschwitz is a 'NOrk of propaganda. The Red 
Army ht1ppened upon th_(' camp, told th~ ]l t:liple found 
thtire lh~y wer~ free to le;i.ve, ;ind continued qn their 

W<t}1 \Ve.st. The prisoners were left to find their W<l}' 

home uncicnpp~ !ling mnci i tion:( Soviet intdHgence 
units lhen moved in Jnd decided how best to n~e wfhlt 
they found to a_dvance their O\\TI muse. 

The myth of the Ausc:hwltz dt·ath ramp wa:; con­

strw:ted, and ha~ undergone rnany tlisca.rds::iince th€n. 
The number of four mllilon "gas~~a " is probably rhe 

major ca~ua lty of his tori cal r~v i sio n i>rn-bu.t th(' fe M~ 

m;rny othE-'rs. 

• -----·-+-·.-_,,..... ... -
_ ...... ------- ....... -

..... . _..-. 

Ph c-to show~ (he 
d othfrig warehoLi;e~ 

at Blrken11u burning. 

spm;;icirno · ~her ihe ar­

rival ~!'the Sovle~, 011 
J ~n. '27. With ere mato" 

rl:i. cliinuwy:; ~tlll 

st:andJng. i1, the b:itk' 

g~ouml. The Germ~n~ 

are bbm!ld for S1'lUill& 

the flre5 I (f days. ear­

lief ~nd d1mroylng the 

cn;rn~i:oi-iums~ 
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f.OUti: Mi'Lllot~ 
r-eoru: 5 u F FEit ED 
AND OJE:D l"JEf,E, 
•AT THE HAf~D5 

~ Of THE NA.:Z.I 

AUSCHWITZ-BlRKENAU MEMORIAL 

At the end of the main road l h rough Bl t'ken au. ju st 

pa5 t the ruined ere ma tori um s I [ and I I I (where you s1:e 

the number 13 on the dia.g.ram on page 40) is a !aige 
sClllpture and many pl.:iques, each ln a different lan­

guag<>, butVvith the same inscription: 

"For ever let this rbce. he a rry of d~pair .:ind a 

warning to humilllit'j-~ whe1·e the }.fa.:zts mW'· 
dered about on~ and a half miLiion men, 
women and chrldren, mainly Jew~, from 

various countries of Euro µe." 

MUJWERER.5 

! 'UET~~~N lH E' Y.EARS 
.. 1940 AND . J9_4 5 

' - . 

A USCHWJTZ-BJ RKENAU 

194o·t9+5 

Htl\\1€ver, previous to 1990 and the collapse 
of the Soviet Union, this insc1·iption d<iirning 4 

million deatl15 was on the pbques, ;md quire famow:: it 

was. Tiie discrepancy b~t:ween 4 million and 1.5 million 

didn't res.ult in a cha Lige. in the overall 6 mill ion 
flgW"e, nor hJ.S ;my adequate expb.11at[on been 

giv~n for thl' failure to reduC€ the larter figure. 
Such i& the nacur<; cif th~ Auschwitl-Birkenau 

The origk,::il pla<JUll, in 

pbce until 1990. 

The:' present p1a~ue 

rriar.tes· 110 memfori of 
four mlli[on vktlms. 

experience. 

The lC1st roll call, t<ikrn on Jnrnary 17, 19.+5, 

show~d a tot<1I of 16 .. :i26 p1i~o11er~ in Ausd1V1-itz, 
I- 10,030 men and 6,196 women. The wrnl 
count for all three camps w,os 67, ou, accord ing 
to Danuta c~cch. 

E\'E11 with the publicity of thr: Nuremberg 'I'rlals, 

Auo{fo~1tz rerna.inE'd "irtucilly unknown to die public 
for a decadeafi:ti' the war, .:ind rca 1lydidn't bctome tht 

phenomenon it ls today tin Lil 1989 aftl'I' til~ foll of lhe 

·AUS C H W I T Z: T H E U N D E ~ G f\ 0 IJ N D G U I D E D T 0 U R 

Soviet Union. Accon!Lng to Wa.l[e~ Staeglich ln Thf 
Au.~chwitr. Myth, German ;:md Austrian so ldiers who 

1w~re interned at !he camp ;i:; PO\.V's by the Soviets 

aft€r the war reported they ~aw no traces of alleged 

m<Lss murde1·s d.ll}'Wbere in the camps. Th~ Soviets did 

not permit outsiders !o inspect thegrou.nds, 

The 46 voll.1mc~ of "Dea th Books" kept by the 

A l!S c hw r tz pn l i ti Cd I depastment ;md con fisc«.ted by th~ 
SDviets were Lurned over to the lntcrnatfom1I Commlt· 

te<' of the Rl'd Cross 111 1989. These records show 

ilround 69,(lOO prj$cmer·s died between July 29, 194l 

.rnd Dec. 31 , 1943 [2.5 year::.]. 1lle t.'ad it:r J~a th boo~~ 

are lTitssing, as ~re those for 1944 
Bn5r:d on l}1 ese records, the lntemationaJ Red 

C ros~ l \;ts es rim J.ted that a total of JJOU nd 135,000 l reg­

istered] prisoner:s. Jev.·s <1nd non· Jews, died in the three 

Ai.1schwitz c,1cnp~ dul'lng its enti.re existenc~. These 

and other records are now ava ilabfo at th~ l n tem;t­

tional Tracing Service in Bad Arobon, Ge1·many. 

Pope Be~uidjct vfaw~ 

a pbg"te wh:h ch(! . n~w 

lri ~~r 1ptiori. M offiltnent 

i5 i~ t~ ~ o::ent~r d I;· 

ta rice, Ari r'li! ifgii;'US 

and poJ.Ltirnl leaden 

are· expected ro pay 

h9'rno.i~. at th~ "fia 1)1 
of ~.¢ li~s." · 

,AU,-;/::HW I TZ. ; THE UNDERCPi.OUND GU I DED TOUR -17 



Get more cop ies of thisbooidet: 

Auschwitz: 
The Underground 
Guided Tour 

Yott hold in your hands a remarkable 
study of Auschwili that i.s unlike anything 

ret pltblished. Though it is purposely r;ma.U 
in ~izc an cl easy to read, it c<i rri~~ ;i powe1{ul 
punch, 'The au!l1or visited Auschwitz as a 
lmtrist ;umed ~rith a broad study of the Ii t­

cl'ature. SUITOUndhlg l"nt:' WOtld-famoUS sit~, 
and rrom t.hat visit has proceeded to de.cnn:>l IW.'t lfo~ Auschwitz shown to he1· 

and other.s as a ·'dead1" or ''ex• t'rnunalion" camµ_ By taking the re;ldt2t' on an 
"unde1wouml guiJ~d to~ir" around Auschwltz-Birki;>tt<lll, ~h~ dearl}' demon" 
sttat~s it to be, at varying cimesanLI loc<\lionswi tb.in the pe1imci[ers, a ;.lmple 

labor, concentration and tramit camp for politica] prisoners, where the health 
of~ he i11mutes was the prim fl rnncern of i he c,;mp <m thor[ties. Sound unbc­
lie\•able? AftN read1ng thjs c:11·efully n~searched book, rou w111 se~ tile ho1·ror 
Morif:'S fm so lo11g spreud about Auschwitz-Bi rkenm1 in C1 new ligh~, and you 
m<ir verr well b~ soi mpn~s~ed you'l I w,1nt to share your ne>nision wii h ol h­
en;_ "(his cat rlloi1~ly written workmm·c_, tm;·..-ml a SL.Hpr·1sirig conclusion that 

le<>ves us pondering l1ow so mLich thal is riot lrne h<'ls !i e<:pcci into our o;:on­
scious11i;:ss a3 ''facf' 

Ausd1wit:cTf1€' Undei!Jround Guided Tour (_sQfkovcr, 4.8 pages, #535, 

sw) is available from TBR, P.O. Box t58/7, \Va:shington, D,C 20003.- C.l 11lo11 
free il.t 1-S77-n3-9077 lu charge copies to Vis.a or MC. No S&H inside U.S. 
BULK DISCOUNTS: I-5 mp\~'.' <Jre 1110 e<ich; 6-19 copies a.re s7 each: 50-99 
rnpies are :i;6 each: 1oti 01· more are reduced to justs5 eadi_ 

GET A PREE COP'.!:' OF 11 ns BOOKU:f wlk·n you -.subscribe to T11r 

Ri..it~r,~ Rt\·1E\\' m;lg,v:i1w. $46 for one year (sixi_~sue-5) inside the United Sti\les 
OR $65 µerye~u in Canad.a/Mexico OR $30 per year all oLher tH.H.ionl1M~nl via 
air mail, (~espond to adtlreS:s ,1bove and rnenc.iun you 3ubsc ribed fmm chc 
Ausdwrirz booklet. Call l -877-77 3-9077 toll fr£'(' to ch<uge. 

SU HS CRJBE. OR 0 RDEr! ROOKS 0:-JU~E AT 
h'\V\·1'.BARNESRf.V[ E\V.QRG_ 


