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&3 of 86 people found the following review helpful
Fofche's Useful Introduction, but not the “Essential® Talmud, April 14, 2002

. i Latest activity 1 hour ago
By "krchicaqo" ¥ (Chicago, IL United States) - See all my reviews

16,933 customers have contributed

Rabbi Steinsaltz, one of the most respected Talmudists of his generation, has devoted 18,027 products and more.

significant effort to introducing the Talmud to a wider audience and encouraging people i . J
to actually read it rather than merely read about it. Starting to read the Talmud without [Explore the Religion community LN

some Idea of what it is and what it is about would be a very frustrating project,

however, and this book is Intended to help bridge that gap. Christianity

"The Essential Talmud" is divided Into three sections, covering history, content and '

method. The historical section gives a very traditional account of the origins of the 4 @

Talmud In the oral Torah, and Its compilation and editing in Palestine and Babylon. By Latest activity 4 minutes ago

“traditional” I mean that this is essentially the account that the Talmud gives of itself or
that can be filled In from other rabbinic literature. Whether or not this history is 25,755 customers have confributed
completely accurate, it is a significant part of the Talmud's self-presentation and of its /844 pi !

authority, and throws important light on both the Talmud's content (largely the > Explore the community
teachings of prior masters) and Its rmethods (the obsessive quest to identify the authors

of and reconcile the varlous teachings). In short, It is very difficult to understand the

Talmud If you do not understand where the Talmud believes it came from, and Rabbi

Steinsaltz's chapters on history are very helpful in that regard. He then goes beyond the

Talmud itself to offer a brief history of Talmudic exegesis, and some very interesting

information on the printing and persecution of the Talrud,

The second section of the book covers the structure and content of the Talmud, Here
Rabbi Steinsaltz offers a very concise summary of the topics touched on by the various

tractates of the Talmud. These very brief chapters can do no more than give one & sense

of the general subject matter covered, but they successfully provide a general overview

What I found lacking in this section was the complete absence of any citations to the

Talmud itself, or any bibliography for further reading on the various subjects. It is easy

enouch to guess that most of the material on marriage will be found somewhere in

Tractates Ketubot and Kiddushin, but it is less easy to determine the source for his

comments on the status of women or on ethics and halakhah. Some citations here would

have been nice, in case the reader is sufficiently intrigued to want to read more. For
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