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1. The Jewish “Declaration of War”

After Adolf Hitler was elected Reich chancellor on

January 30, 1933, and the subsequent assumption of power

by the National Socialist party, the majority of Germany’s

500,000 Jews did not anticipate any significant change in

their situation.

At most they expected temporary hindrances in one

area or the other, but not exclusion from public life, let

alone expulsion from Germany. Thus only politically motivated

individuals packed their bags and resettled in a foreign

country, most of them believing that sooner or later

they would return to Germany.

On March 24, 1933, two months after the National                                            Socialists took power, “World Jewry,” as it referred                                                     to itself,declared war on Germany.1 
As World Jewry did not have its own state, it used the power                                            at its disposal, namely its influence on the world economy, to                                     impose a world-wide boycott of Germany.

After this spectacular declaration, which appeared in

the London Daily Express, it should have been obvious to

World Jewry, and also to Jews living in Germany, that there

would be consequences. No country in the world with any

self-respect – and Germany at that time regarded itself quite                                     favorably – can ignore such a challenge.  
And in fact the boycott hit Germany at its weakest point.

The economic situation was catastrophic. Over 6 million

unemployed, countless bankrupt enterprises, a collapsed

economic system posed for the new German government

an almost insurmountable burden and seemingly

insoluble tasks. On top of all that, the foreign boycott of its

goods should have dealt Germany a death blow. That it did

not, that on the contrary Germany’s economy recovered

with astounding rapidity, thereby setting an example for

other countries, was due entirely to the genius of its leadership.

This is confirmed not only by contemporary reports,

but also by recent studies devoted to presenting the facts. Of

these, the two chapters devoted to Germany’s economic recovery

in Rainer Zitelmann’s Hitler are most instructive.2

1 There was actually a whole series of such declarations of war, c.f.

Hartmut Stern: Jüdische Kriegserklärungen an Deutschland.
2 Rainer Zitelmann: Hitler. Selbstverständnis eines Revolutionärs, in

particular Chapter IV and V.

 […….]

3. Emigration
For the Zionists the only viable future was in their own country,                                        the former Palestine.  But even for them it was

unimaginable that all Jews would leave Germany. They

wanted to win over the younger Jews for emigration so that

they could do the heavy work in Palestine. In order to bring

this about they realized that working together with the National

Socialists was the only alternative for their organizations.

And that is what happened. Over the following years

an ever closer positive relationship with the National Socialists

developed among those Jews who wished to immigrate

to Palestine    [……………….]
4. Haavara
In February 1933 Palestinian representatives of the

citrus-growing company Hanotea Ltd. approached the German

government to explore ways of realizing their mutual

interests: for the Germans, the emigration of Jews; for the

Jewish Palestinians, the immigration of Jews. The Jewish

side attempted to get advantageous emigration conditions

that would benefit Palestine. The German authorities accepted

the Jewish proposals, and in May 1933 the first accords

on economic policy were signed. These formed the

basis of the Haavara Agreement. The word Haavara (Haavara,

with emphasis on the last syllable) is Hebrew for

‘transfer’, i.e., to transport/transfer, in this case the transfer

of wealth and goods. It is by this Hebrew name that the

agreement became known in German files. 12

The Haavara provided for the following arrangement:

Jews who wished to migrate to Palestine could deposit their

money into one or more accounts of Jewish banks in Germany.

They could make such deposits even if they remained

in Germany in the foreseeable future, i.e., even if

they had merely the intention of emigrating from Germany.

They could then use this money for the benefit of any Jewish                                   settlers already in Palestine, or they could invest the

money in Palestine. They were also able to pay their medical

insurance out of this money, up to ten years in advance.

German Jews thereby received rights that German Reich

citizens did not enjoy.
Feilchenfeld wrote:13

“Preparations for a home in Palestine for those

still in Germany were a breakthrough as regards the

currency controls prohibition that applied to Germans

investing overseas.”

A traveler’s credit agreement, in cooperation with a

travel agency in Tel Aviv, was built into the Haavara

Agreement; it enabled prospective German Jews to journey

to Palestine to find out what opportunities the country offered.

They paid their expenses in Reichsmarks, and in Palestine

received vouchers for all incurred costs. This as well

was an exceptional provision: Due to strict foreign currency

regulations, it was almost impossible for Germans to travel

outside of Germany. The tours organized by the KdF (Kraft

durch Freude) [Strength through Joy, an organization which

offered affordable cruises to German workers and their

families–ed.]) were settled by clearances.)

Once ready to emigrate, individuals received from their                                            German bank, according to the exchange value, the minimum                                  amount of foreign currency needed, 1000 Palestine pounds                                             (the value of the Palestine pound was equal to that of the                                         English pound sterling).

The Israeli historian Avraham Barkai has stressed

that, given the prevailing foreign currency regulations, this

allocation of foreign currency exclusively to emigrating

Jewish citizens was a marked exception.14

Upon entering Palestine, the Jews from Germany had

to show their money. A study of some years ago interpreted

the 1000 pounds required for entry as payment for an entry

visa.15 This is complete nonsense. The money was theirs,

and they were only required to present it in order to demonstrate

that they were able to support themselves and to create

a new life so as not to burden the Jewish community in

Palestine.

The rest of their money remained at their disposal in

their Haavara account. Upon migrating they could take their

complete household with them, including machines and                                    instruments needed for establishing themselves in their                                       professions.

All German citizens who decided to emigrate from Germany had                                       to pay a “Reich flight tax” (Reichsfluchtsteuer),something the                                           Jews who left Germany under Haavara did not.

The Haavara accounts also paid for goods imported from                                       Germany by Palestinian traders and merchants. In Palestine

the immigrants received the equivalent in homes, land, citrus                                   orchards, or the full amount in cash. A supplementary

agreement enabled merchants from Egypt, Syria and Iraq to                                     finance imports from Germany through Haavara.16
For Palestine the Haavara brought untold advantages.

In the brochure published by Feilchenfeld, Dr. Ludwig Pinner,

a former member of Haavara Society, is tireless in singing

the praises of the agreement:24

“Until the beginning of the 1930s Palestine was an

agricultural country with a primitive level of development.”

It was only the immigrants from Germany that

“altered the economic structure and the social

composition of the ‘Yishuv’ and contributed significantly

to its development. Under their influence and participation

industrial output doubled, technology modernized,

and slowly the choice and quality of manufactured goods

reached a European standard.” (p. 107)

“The activity of the German Jews as industrialists

and investors was decisive for the development of the

‘Yishuv’ out of its pre-industrial and pre-capitalist

stage.” (p. 102)

“[Their influence] on the development of Jewish

Palestine was found not only in the economic and social

sphere; it was also marked in the cultural, scientific and

artistic spheres. The modernization of hospitals, made

possible by the Transfer, made Palestine one of the most

renowned medical centers.” (p. 106)
The Haavara Agreement was also not universally

welcomed by Germans. It was of course quite a burden on

the German foreign exchange market, and there were also

political disadvantages. The German consul general in Jerusalem,

Hans Döhle, emphasized in a March 22, 1937, study

that through the Haavara Agreement the German government

had “subordinated all considerations that are decisive

in advancing German interests in other countries” to the

“facilitation of Jewish emigration from Germany and the

settlement of immigrant Jews in Palestine.” The strengthening

of the Jewish economy “that we made possible through

facilitating the transplanting of German-Jewish industrial

firms to Palestine” necessarily worked against Germany on

the world market. Döhle stressed that “the opposition of the

Palestinian Jews to Germanism is manifested at every opportunity.”26

[………..]

Palestine was like the animal that bites the hand that

feeds it. The hostility of the Jews toward Germany expressed

itself on many different levels. For example, during

a Purim procession27 Germany was depicted as a poisonous

green fire-breathing dragon covered with swastikas, and a
placard demanded “Tozeret Haaretz” protection and a boycott

of German goods.28

In spite of it all, Adolf Hitler decided repeatedly that

emigration of Jews was to be supported with all means and

that a suspension of the Haavara Agreement was out of the

question.

The transfer of assets through the Haavara remained

possible even after the war began, through neutral countries.

These connections broke down only after December 1941,

following America’s entry into the war.

Winding up the Haavara in Germany was entrusted to

two Jewish banks, Warburg in Hamburg and Wassermann

in Berlin. At the end of the war there was still Haavara

money in the accounts, which had been frozen by the German

government as enemy funds; after 1945 the money was paid                                          out in full to the owners. 29

28 Mildenstein in: Der Angriff, November 1, 1934.

29 Feilchenfeld, p. 71.

27 Purim: The biblical book of Esther relates a historically unverifiable
tale. Esther, the Jewish wife of the Persian king, discovers a plan to

exterminate the Jews of Persia, to be carried out by Haman, a court

official. The Persian king, Artaxerxes, is not opposed to this plan.

Esther formulates a plan to save her people. On the occasion of a

banquet, Esther seduces Haman and is then found by the king in a

compromising situation. She informs the king that Haman has raped

her. Now the king’s anger turns against Haman, who is hanged.

Esther succeeds in convincing the king to give the Jews free rein

against their opponents.

“In all provinces of King Artaxerxes the Jews came together in

the cities and attacked all those who had planned the downfall of

the Jews. No one could stand against them; all peoples feared

them.” (Est. 9.2)

The Bible reports that in just two days 75,000 people were murdered

by the Jews. As already stated, history offers no foundation for this.

According to one theology textbook (Preuss/Berger, Bibelkunde, p.

118):

“Judaism found in the book of Esther a narrative of wishfulfillment,

of things lacking in the Jews’ actual circumstances.”

In memory of this pogrom of revenge (Why revenge? Nothing had

happened to the Jews!), the Purim festival arose and is celebrated to

this day in February/March as a joyous occasion in a carnival atmosphere.

5. Emigration and the SS

Besides the Reich Economic Ministry, it was paradoxically                                        the SS and its agencies that supported and encouraged                                            the emigration of the Jews.

The SS took it upon itself to influence German Jewish

policy from the very beginning. It suggested mass emigration

but warned against putting pressure on those Jews who

felt German first, then Jewish. In those Jews it was necessary

first to awaken a Jewish consciousness and a Jewish

self-image. This was to take place through Jewish cultural 30

organizations. Only a Jew who had become conscious of his

identity would be prepared to leave Germany and to immigrate

to a future Jewish homeland.31

It was under such auspices that the SS and Gestapo

conducted all supportive and protective measures involving                                        Jewish institutions. As strange as it may sound, it was to the                                    Gestapo to which many Jews turned  whenever a German
bureaucracy disadvantaged them or if they needed some

other form of help.

For example, when during the so-called Kristallnacht

in November 1938 the Jewish Emigration Center on Berlin’s Meinekestrasse was damaged, it was the SS that sent a

team to clean up and to ensure that the office would be

functioning again as soon as possible.32

Leopold Edler von Mildenstein, who later headed the

Jewish section of the SS, published a kind of propaganda

tract for migration to Palestine as early as 1934. In that year

Mildenstein traveled to Palestine and remained there for

half a year. His travelogue titled “Ein Nazi fährt nach

Palästina” (A Nazi travels to Palestine) was serialized in

Goebbels’s magazine Der Angriff (Sept. 26 to Oct. 9, 1934).
30 It is surely a paradox for those who have derived their historical

knowledge from the media, wherein the SS is depicted as a murderous

Third Reich gang, with chief responsibility for the Jewish ‘Holocaust’.

31 Reichsführer SS, Chef des Sicherheitsamtes: Lagebericht Mai/Juni

1934, Die Judenfrage; quoted in: Nicosia, p. 106.

The SS and Gestapo participated in establishing and                                      financing the re-training camps which in the meantime                                             had been established by Zionist organizations all over                                     Germany.

In these camps young Jews were to learn agricultural and

trade professions to prepare them for the completely different

life of Palestine. In part the SS even provided the land

on which such camps could be established. Nicosia reproduces

a map from August 1936 on which are marked 40

such establishments all across the Reich, from the farthest

north (Flensburg and Gut Lobitten, Königsberg/East Prussia)

to Gut Winkelhof in the south, near the Swiss border

(see illustration).33 [couldn’t copy map from Adobe version]
Such re-training camps were established even in Austria,
the former Ostmark, after its annexation. Adolf Eichmann,

the director of the Vienna “Hauptamt für jüdische

Auswanderung” (Main Office for Jewish Emigration) actively

supported this program. Later, in concert with the

Mossad, he vigorously supported illegal Jewish emigration.

Occasionally, SS units escorted Jewish emigration groups

across the border, and ensured that they crossed unhindered.

Hannah Arendt was of the opinion that Eichmann’s comment

before the Jerusalem Tribunal in 1960 – that he had

saved hundreds of thousands of Jewish lives by such                                           measures – was factual, even though it was met with scornful

laughter in court.34
6. The Rublee-Wohlthat Agreement

The Haavara Agreement specifically dealt with migration

to Palestine. The second state-regulated process was the

Rublee-Wohlthat agreement, which concerned itself with

immigration to other countries, the goal of the majority of

emigrating Jews. Just as did Palestine, other countries also

required proof of the immigrant’s financial independence,

which caused considerable problems for Germany. The

German Reichsbank was forced to provide large amounts of

already scarce foreign currency for this emigration. Many

countries refused to accept Jewish immigrants as well.

This topic was addressed at the international refugee

conference in the summer of 1938 at the French health resort

Evian-les-Bains at Lake Geneva. Representatives from

32 countries met there at the Hotel Royal from July 6–15 to

discuss how German Jews could be helped. All the conference

participants were united: They condemned the prevailing

anti-Semitism in Germany, they were most empathetic

toward the poor Jews who had been expelled from their

homes, they agreed with resolutions that places must befound                                   where the Jews could accommodated
but every single speaker emphasized that unfortunately his                                  country was not in a position to help by taking in a larger                                   number of immigrants.

The only result to come out of the conference was the

establishment of an “Intergovernmental Committee” based in 

London. Its president was a lawyer from New York,George Rublee.

[……..]

In January 1939 Rublee was invited to Berlin independently

of the Foreign Ministry. There he discussed matters first

with Schacht, then with Göring’s ministerial director

Helmut Wohlthat. Within four weeks the Rublee-Wohlthat

agreement had been reached.

The basic idea of the agreement was: By establishing

trust funds which would comprise 25 percent of the wealth

belonging to Jews in Germany, Jewish emigration would be

financed through foreign loans. Each emigrant would, in

addition to receiving the requisite amount of cash for entry

(“Vorzeigegeld”), receive a minimum amount of capital

necessary to establish oneself. About 150,000 able-bodied

Jews were marked for emigration, and their next of kin were

to follow later. The Intergovernmental Committee would

concern itself with which countries Jews could migrate to.

All Jews over 45 were to be able to remain in Germany and

be protected from discrimination. Residential and work restrictions

for these Jews were to be lifted.

In January 1939 the Reich Center for Jewish Emigration

was founded in Berlin. Its work was based on the Rublee-

Wohlthat agreement. It cooperated closely with the

Reich Jewish Association in order to simplify the emigration

process.
The process began slowly, because most countries refused

to take in Jewish immigrants. But at least the Rublee-

Wohlthat agreement had removed the financial barriers. Of

this period, Rublee later wrote:39

“The Germans fulfilled all their obligations […]
With the outbreak of war hopes of finding countries to

which to emigrate diminished. The Royal Navy blocked the

previously used sea routes, and Palestine was practically

closed to immigration because the British had severely

tightened the requirements for entry.

Emigration routes then went overland, for example

through Greece and Turkey. On 18 and 21 June 1940 the

Jüdische Nachrichtenblatt revealed an adventurous route:

“Via Yokohama to America.” A map showed the new travel

routes: Berlin – Warsaw – Moscow – Chita – Shanghai –

Yokohama – San Francisco/Los Angeles. From there on either

in easterly direction to Chicago – New York, or south

to Mexico – Panama – Santiago de Chile. The German government

offered Jews with valid visas a route through occupied

France to Spain and Portugal, from where they could

then travel to their destination by ship.40

That Jewish emigration continued even after the war

began was principally due to, first, the international connections

of the Jews, and second, to the assistance of the German 

bureaucracies, and finally, to an organization that was

later to play a completely different role, the Mossad le Aliyah

Bet.
39 Cited in: Vogel, pp. 238f.

40 Jüdisches Nachrichtenblatt, December 10, 1940.

7. The Mossad le Aliyah Bet

Mossad le Aliyah Bet literally means ‘Office for the

Second Immigration’, which referred to the illegal immigration

to Palestine. It was out of this organization that later the

Israeli secret service, Mossad, developed. Jews from Palestine

founded it in Paris in 1937 in response to Britain’s Palestine

policies. The British were then issuing only a limited

number of immigration certificates to Palestine – fewer, in

any case, than the number of Jews seeking entry.

The British classed prospective immigrants according

to wealth, profession, and class; the certificates were distributed

in these individual categories, in numbers that reflected

the desirability of immigration from each categories.

Anyone who did not fit into a category considered essential

by the mandatory administration would not be granted a

visa.
Jewish leaders were understandably furious at Jews

being categorized on the basis of their economic value. The

Palestinian Mandate entrusted to Britain on July 24, 1922,

called for the British to support and to simplify Jewish immigration,

while safeguarding the rights of other peoples in

the country. Hence from the inception of the restrictive

measures, the Zionists attempted to find ways around them,
and to send Jewish transports to Palestine illegally, in the

eyes of the British.

On May 17, 1939, the British published a new White

Paper, which tightened the immigration regulations anew.

In reaction to these events, in 1937 the Mossad began

to establish offices in all the European countries, and sought

immediate contact with agencies in Berlin, in particular

with the SS and the Gestapo. Thus began a lively collaboration

between the Gestapo and the Mossad.

As befitted their attitude towards Jewish emigration,

the SS and the Gestapo were helpful towards the Mossad

agents in many ways. In December 1938 Himmler ordered

that Jewish prisoners in concentration camps who desired to

emigrate should be released.43 Additionally, Mossad agents

were permitted to enter the camps to recruit Jews willing to

go to Palestine in illegal migration ships. Nothing stood in

the way of the release of such inmates. Kimche writes:

“Since he [Pino, the Mossad delegate] guaranteed

the Gestapo that he would provide for their immediate

emigration, Pino was in a position to get a large number

of young Jews out of the concentration camps. A signed

form from him sufficed to effect their release.” (p. 30)

Since direct travel to Palestine was illegal, the emigrants

needed visas from other countries, for example, from

immigration authorities in ports that the ships would stop at

on the way to Palestine. The Gestapo became involved in

this as well as in the chartering of suitable ships, even covering

part of the costs. In 1939 a number of ships arrived in Palestine, 

bringing thousands of illegal immigrants to the country.44

The cooperation between the Mossad and the Gestapo

did not end with the outbreak of the war; indeed, it grew

even stronger. Emigration papers were often made out for

other countries, and the emigrants instructed not to reveal

anything about their final destination. 

Without such help from the SS and the Gestapo and                                              without  the silent  acquiescence of the German authorities,                                      the Mossad could not have done its work.
In the summer of 1939, an operation was planned that

would have to shipped 10,000 Jews from German ports in a

single convoy to Palestine. Before the ships could sail,

however, war broke out and the English blocked the Channel.

44 More details are offered in Kimche’s book, though it contains some

factual errors. Interesting details are also found in the essay by Ball-

Kaduri, who, like Kimche, is not always accurate.

43 “The Reichsführer SS and Chief of the German Police has lifted restrictions

on Jews who intend to emigrate.” Circular of December 8,

1938, Bundesarchiv Koblenz (BA), R58/276, Bl. 165. A number of

similar orders can be found in further volumes of documents as late

as 1942.

8. Irgun Proposals
Two years later, in summer 1941, the 1939 plan was

revisited by Abraham Stern, one of the leaders of the Irgun,

the Jewish anti-British resistance and freedom organization.

45 He offered to help the Germans in their battle against

England, and suggested that Germany immediately begin to

ship out 10,000 Jews in return.46 He was of the opinion that

the German ships could break through the English blockade

and bring the Jews to Palestine. Once they had arrived

there, the English would not be able return them.

Whether this suggestion ever reached the right address

is questionable, because the agents sent out by Stern

were later imprisoned in Syria. In any case, Berlin had to

regard breaking the blockade hopeless. A convoy of ships

full of civilians, especially women and children, had little

chance of reaching Palestine unscathed. The German government

could not assume responsibility for such an enterprise.

45 The full name reads: “Irgun Zevai Leumi” = national military organization.

Since September 1940 Abraham Stern had dissociated

himself from the “Irgun” and established his own group, “Lechi”

(“Lochamei Cherut Israel” = fighters for Israel’s freedom). But in

the first few months after the separation, he continued to use the

former name because he saw himself as the legitimate representative

of the Irgun.

46 Katz, pp. 85f.

This was Stern’s second attempt at establishing contact

with the German government. Half a year earlier, in

January 1941, Irgun had offered in a letter to fight for Germany

against England,47 in particular through sabotage and

spying in Palestine. In return they demanded “that the […]

national aspirations of the Israeli freedom movement be

recognized by the German Reich,” and the establishment of

a Jewish brigade:48

“[…]military training and organization of Jewish

manpower in Europe, under the leadership and command

of the NMO, in military units that would play a

combat role in the conquest of Palestine, should that become

a front.”

This letter was obviously sent at the same time that

two of Stern’s agents arrived to see Werner Otto von Hentig

in Beirut. Hentig was an advisor in the Ministry of Foreign

Affairs; at the beginning of 1941 he was on an official visit

to what was then the French mandate of Lebanon. The conversation

must have been similar in content to the letter, because

Hentig wrote:

“In Beirut I took up residence in the ‘Hotel Monopol.’

[…] The most extraordinary delegation came

from Palestine itself. The leader, a handsome young officer

type, offered to work together with the National Socialists

against their own people, especially the orthodox

Zionists, if Hitler would agree to an independent Jewish

Palestine.” (p. 338f.)

“I could only respond to the Jewish delegation that

the offer of cooperation and the conditions stated could                                                never be accepted out of consideration for our Arab

friends and our general principles.” (p. 399)

The Irgun letter, written in German, arrived safely in

Germany,49 but whether a German reaction followed cannot

be ascertained from the files.
47 According to Brenner, p. 267, it was Stern who authorized the communication.

48 For the full text of this historic document, see Appendix.

49 A copy of this letter is found in the Politisches Archiv des Auswärtigen

   Amtes, Bonn (PA/AA), Nr. E 234152-234158.

9. Conclusion

The illegal immigration to Palestine continued even

after the war ended, until the founding of the State of Israel

in 1948, because the British kept Palestine’s borders closed

to Jews. In the decade from 1938 to 1948, over a hundred

thousand Jews migrated to Palestine illegally.50

The total number of Jews who left Germany (and

Austria) after 1933 cannot be ascertained statistically, because

there was no counting at the point of departure or at

the point of arrival. Estimates vary from 100,000 and 537,

000, a discrepancy that reflects the unreliability of those

figures.51

In actual fact, all figures – with one exception – remain

guesswork, and refer to different groups and times.

There are no reliable figures that embrace Jewish emigration

as a whole. Some authors construe it as confined to

emigration from Germany within its pre-1938 borders. Others

add Austria to their calculations. Some wish to focus

exclusively on the years from 1933 to 1939, although it is

clear that emigration continued after outbreak of war, and

that illegal emigration to Palestine accelerated in 1938.

50 Nicosia, p. 245.

51 Rosenstock attempts to shed some light on this confusion by focusing

on the imponderables, to make clear that all figures must remain

suppositions.

There is only one figure that derives from an official

German source that, however,
 is rejected by all establishment authors because                                                          it seems too high.
Interestingly, this figure appears in a document that is otherwise                                highly regarded, thanks to its use in proving the German plan for

“Jewish extermination”: the “Wannsee Protocol.” All information

in this document is judged credible and convincing,

except for its emigration statistics.

On page 4 of the Protocol the following figures are

given:

“from the assumption of power until the October

31, 1941, deadline, altogether around 537,000 Jews

emigrated.”

“From January 30, 1933, from the old Reich,

about 360,000

From March 15, 1938, from the Ostmark (Austria),

about 147, 000

From March 15, 1939, from the Protectorate of

Bohemia and Moravia, about 30,000.”

We shall not question the authenticity of the Protocols

here, nor comment on the significance of the meeting at the

Wannsee villa, which has recently received a different interpretation.

What is important here is to point out once again the tendency of                   establishment historiography arbitrarily to designate certain parts of                                    a document as authentic, while rejecting other portions as inauthentic.   

As for our investigation, we stand by our statement that exact                                emigration figures are not available.
About a quarter to a third of the emigrants went to Palestine,                                             a third to European countries and the rest overseas,

especially to North and South America.

The Haavara, as stated at the beginning, is occasionally

mentioned in specialized publications, but seldom in
the public media. The Rublee-Wohlthat agreement is practically

unknown. Most Germans are certainly well informed

about the ‘Holocaust’, but have scarcely heard of the emigration

plan that enabled the large majority of German Jews

to depart unmolested. This is apparently one of the “truths

undesirable for national pedagogy,” as Walter Hofer once

formulated it.

The historian’s task will always be to swim against the stream                                        and to help discover truths with which to bring the past into                                            clear focus.
                    ---------------------------------------------------
