FOR PRESS INVESTIGATION.

Moore Asks inqulry Into Charges
on Preparedness Campaign.

Special to The New York Timea,

WASHINGTON, Feb. 13.—A demand
for an investigation of charges printed
in The Congressional Record by Repre-
sentative Oscar Callaway of 'Texas, a
pacifist Democrat, that  the J. P. Mor-
gan interests, the steel, shipbullding,
and powder interests ' had purchased
control of twenty-five great newspa-
pers to further the preparedness cam-
paign, was made in the House today by
Representative J, Hampton Moore, a
Pennsylvaniag Republican, Mr. Moore
gald Mr. Callaway had obtained unanie
mous consent to extend his remarks {n
The Record, and his charges had not
been read on the floor, * but buried
in The Record.”

‘1 question whether a single news-
raper in the United States has taken
cognizance of the remmarks of the gen-
tleman from Texas,” sald Mr. Mooec.
‘“I believe they constitute a matter of
high privilege.”

He sgaid that unless some Democrat
introduced a resolution to investigate
the truth of the charges he would offer
such a resolution,

Iollowing the Moore speechi Congress-
man Callaway told interviewers that he
could produce proof of his charges,
and said ' Representative Tavenner of
Iilinols would coffer immediately a reso-

lution for an investigation of alleged in-
spired newspaper articles in behalt of
preparedness and participuation in the
fsuropcan war.

AMr, Cariuway's speech, as inserted in
The Record, charged:

" In Mareh, 191), the J. P. Morgan in-
terests, the steel, shipbuilding and
powder jnteresty, and their subsidiary
organizations got together twelve men
high up in the newspaper world and
employed them to select from the most
influential pupers in the United States,
& sulficient nuniber of them to control
generally the policy of the daily press
of the United States,

" These twelve men worked the prob-
lem out by selecting 179 newspapers
and ther. began, by an climination
process, to retain only those necessary
lorr the purpose of controlling the gen-
eral policy of the -daily press through-
out the country. They tound it was
only necessary to purchase the control
of twenty-five of the greatest news-
papers.,  The twenty-five papers were
agreed upon; emissaries were sent to
purchasge the policy, nationil and inter-
national, of these papers; an agreement
was reached, the poiicy of the puapers
was bought, to be pald for by the
month; an cditor was furnished for ench |
paper to properly supervise and edit!’
information regarding the qguestions of
preparedness, militarism, financial poli-
cies ani other things of national and
international nature consldered vital to
the interests of the purchasers,

* The contract is in existence at the
present time and it accounts for the
news columns of the dally press of the
country being fillead with all sorts of
preparedness arguments and misrepre-
sentations as to the present condition
of the United States Arimy and Navy,
and the possivility and probabiiity of
the United States being attacked by
foreign foces.

** The policy algo included the sup-
preasion of everything in opposition to
tlhe wishes of the interests served. The
offretiveness of this scheme has been
conclugively demonstrated by thé char-
acter of the stuff carried in the daily
ressa  throughout the country &ince
March, 1415, . |

“ They have resorted to anythine nee-
egssary to commerciallze public sentiment
and sandbag the national Congres: mto
making extravagant and wasteful ap-
propriations for the army and navy,
undcer the false pretense that it was
necessary. Thelr stock argument is
‘ patriotism,” They are playing on cvery
prejudice and passlon of the American

peonle.”

Mr. Slavden asked Mr. Moore what he
construed the word ' sandbaz ™, to
niean.

“It means to drive Congress into a
corner and make them believe we ure
in a state of war now,'" said Mr. Moore,
He quoted an advertisement, signed by
the American Rights League, which be-
gan: )

‘“To the American people: Germany
is at war with the United States. The
repudiation of past pledges and the
threat to destroy our ships and citizens
constitute a virtual declaration of war,
¢ ¢ * 1t {s no longer a question of
whether there shall be war with Ger-
many. There is war with Germany.”’

Mr. Moore said that among the signers
of the advertisement were 1)r. L.vman
Abbott and the Rev. Randqlph H. Me-
Kim, pastor of the Church of the
Epinhany, of this city, and went on to
criticite the latter for his action as a
minister of the gosnel. Mr. Moore then
procceded to declare his own neutrality.

“ 1T am neither pro-German, as some
of the papers have recently insisted, vor
pro-Ally,” he sald. **I am, as thir
Coneress oucht to be, pro-American and
nothing else.”
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