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CHAPTER ONE

Faced with a severe man
from countries occupi
Netherlands, France, D

‘ Division, a title intended to

lorwayy’ bfdrm the future Wiking
ideal of Nordic racial purity.

llegations of collaboration in World War 11 can

es on the conscience of nations.

still act as raw n
Palatable or not, the truth is that thousands of willing
youngsters from: sibjugated countries served Nazi
Germany i of the Waffen-SS
(‘Armd figures were neg-
ligibie

the various echelol

). At the outbreak of w

ive

By its end, forcigners outnumbered
Germans in its ranks. There were many young men

who, disillusioned by the helplessness of their govern-

ments in the face of defeat, were driven to seck a focus
for their lives which they saw as being without purpose.

SS-Obergruppenfiihmer (General) Fe
became the first commander of the Waffen-SS Division
*Wikin

x Steiner, who

_ wrote that ‘all these psychological factors and

cern about the future destiny of their home-

lands combined at this time 10 lead a part of the youth
to make the decision to entér the German Welrmachi as
volunteers.” Of the men themselves, he added: “They
observed the good behaviour and discipline of the

Brill, a former $$-Mann (pre-war rank of private) in the

ungs Amt

Leibstandarte, who later served in the Erga
which enrolled Waffen S8 recruits, stated
‘In my office, I read th

usands upon dliusands of

applications for admission. 1 can Sy tiat up o 1939

the enthusiasm for the

forits decent and proper
conduct, was the main rdason for volunteering. The

men wanted to do their military service in a clean

modern, élite formation.

GLITTERING PROMISES

But this told only half the story. The truth was that at a
material level, the benefits of working for the SS were
often tangible. Pay and allotments for foreigners were
comparable with that of the Germans. There were

attractive inducements to look to the future once the

war had been won, glittering promises of civil service

preferment and grants of land. These were motives

enough, but there were also those who had an ideo-

German troops and began to make compar that
Gid not turn out to be unfavourable for the Germans.”
AU the immediate postwar Nuremberg trials, a Herr

Left: Soon after the German conquest of Denmark,
Norway, Belgium and the Netherlands, appeals went out
to join the Waffen-S:
This is a Dutch recr

for foreign recrui the *fight

against Bolshevism’.

logical to National Socialism which they
felt could best be expressed through service in the SS.

From the German viewpoint, there was a strictly

practical reason in planning for a
Waffen-S§ manpower from outside the Reich. There was

apid expanse of

a severe shortage of personnel due to the Welrmacht's

niggardly release of native German volunteers whom it

had recruited and wished to retain for itself. As World



ar 11 grew ever nearer, the SS was compelled 1o look
elsewhere for the personnel to man new field divisions.
Whatever the reasons, the courtship of the youth of
occupied countries worked well. Heinrich Himmler
had every reason to be a wholly satisfied individual. Iri
an address to senior off rs at Posen on 4. October
1948, the Reichsfiihmer-SS was justified in déscribing his
Waffen-SS expansion as ‘nothing Jéss than fantastic’,
achieved “at an absolutely terrific speed”

The figures, Himmler declared, spoke for them-
selves. In 1939, the Waffen- SS had consisted solely of ‘a
few regiments, guard units, 8000 to 9000 strong — that
is, noteven a division; all in all, 25,000 to 28,000 men
at the most.” World War IT had scarcely been a year old
before that strength had reached nearly 150,000. With
a six-fold increase in manpower, the Waffen-SS was now
established as ‘the fourth branch of the Welrmacht .

Rapin BuiLp-Up

By 1940, the SS stood at four divi This history is
concerned with SS-Wiking Division, the, 5th Division,
whose personnel during the war comprised not only
German nationals but also_those of Flemish, Dutch,
Danish, Norwegian and Finnish origin.

At first, these divisions had been little more than
scattered  battalions of the SS-Verfiigungstruppen
(‘General Purpose Troops’), or SSVT, which was later
renamed the Waffen-SS. Then followed their conve
sion into regiments, one of which was Germania, a
future component of the division SS-Wiking. The
breakdown of the west European or
many of whom swelled the ranks of Wi
George H. Stein in his book Waffen-SS, as

‘... some 50,000 Dutch (making up the largest

group); 40,000 S$ men being provided by Belgium,

almost evenly divided between Flemings and Walloons:
20,000 from France with Denmark and Norway each
producing around 6000, men. Another 1200 came
from such countries as Switzerland, Sweden and

Right: The foundation of SS-Standarte Nordland — volun:
teers from Denmark and Norway — was announced on 30
April 1940, followed three months later by SS-Standart
Westland, made up of men from the Low Countries.
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FOUNDATION

Left: Himmler saw the recruitment of suitably ‘Aryan’ or
“Nordic' foreign volunteers as an easy way to expand the
Waffen-SS at the rate that he required, and without an
competition from the Wehrmacht.

Luxembourg. The figure of those serving from
Finland, the least committed of the Waffen-SS, has been
put at 1000, but various accounts diffe
The buildup was fast, all the more

wheri it is remembered §
Weimar Republic, the Schutzstaffel (SS — Protection
Squad) had been little more than the crude repository
for bouncers and streetfighters of the fledgling Nazi
party. Its power base had been strengthened irrevoca-
bly by the overthrow of a serious rival, the
Sturmableilung (SA - Stormtroopers) in a bloody coup
— which would later be called “The Night of the-Long
Knives' - during the summer of 1934,

HiMMLER’s OBSESSION
The hour fic then on belonged to Reichsfithrer-SS
Heinrich Himmler. The Munich-born former chicke
farmer, son of a se ndary schoolmaster looked, with
his pebble spectacles and prissily didactic manner,
every inch the painfully conscientious, unin
clerk destined to languish without promotion in s
public service backwater. But it was a mistake to assume
that this was the whole man. Concealed underneath the
mundane exterior was something else: a dangerous
individual who had embr d the pseudo-
mystic trappings of the Nazi creed, root and branch
Himmler saw in the black uniform of his SS the sym-
bol of an imagined earlier Germany of supermen and
hunters, men who lived by the dagger, products of a
twilight world of ferocious guards, Teutonic knights
and lion-hearted heroes. The very choice of the name
Wiking for an'SS division had been seen by many as
claim to one of those lands in the northern
twilight, a home of pagan gods whose beginnings

ed in the ancient runes. Carried away by
i rivalled only his hatred of the

roliferating Jews, Himmler even spoke in glow-
1g terms of the day when millions of Germans li
in America would be members of the SS.
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Above: Members of the SS-Verfiigungstruppen in 1938. In

the early years the Waffen-SS was dependent on the

Wehrmacht for its equipment and u

were almost indistinguishable from regular sol

He did not, however, permit his raéial preoccupa-
tions 1o interfere with his own ‘ceaseless pursuit of
power. This, he realized, wis 4 commaodity which had
to be shared with Hitker himself who, first and fore-
most, perceived the SS as both a private army and a
personal police force. This was in accordance with the
words of the Organization Book of the NSDAP
(National Socialist or Nazi Party)
most important duty of the S8 is 10 serve as the protec-

But the Reichsfiiher-SS was keen 10

“The original and

tor of the Fiihrer
point out: ‘By decree of the Fiikrer the sphere of duties
has been enlarged to include the external security of
the Reich.’ No further definition of “external security’

was forthcoming then but, despite the vagueness of the

1

phrasing, a future military role clearly seemed to be
the intention. This had been confirmed by Hitler as
carly as 1934: “Ttwill be necessary in future wars for our
SS and police, in their own closed units, to prove them-
selves at the front in the same way as the army and 0
make blood sacrifices to the same degree as any othe

branch of the armed forces,

CONSCRIPTION INTRODUCED

For existing members of the SS,.increasi

opportunities were intended in paft as something of a

veward for their role during'the anti-SA putsch in 1934

The carly elements of the SS-Verfiigungstruppen were

three regintents, cdch containing three batalions, as

well asjajiortar company and a motoreycle company

whicH were supported by a signals battalion
A meagre affair, certainly. But how it would shape in

the future was indicated when Hitler announced in the

Reichstag that conscription would be introduced anc
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the S$-Virfiigungstruppen would be the recipient of the
highest possible standard of training. Two former army
offces,Paul Hausser and Felix Stineg rere recruited
in order to implement this policy.

The post of inspector of the” SS-Varfiigungstruppen
(SSVT) went to Hauw{w and with it the rank of S5
Brigadefiihrer (Major- Hausser was a carcer
soldier with seant time for Himmler
His sole concern was turning out rock-hard troops in
defence of a modern state. After service in World War
I, Hausser had retired with the rank of Lieutenant-
General only one year before Hitler came to power.
Originally he had thrown in his lot with the SA, but,

neral).

having survived the bloodbath of
Long Knives, he adroitly changed his rank from $A45
Standartenfiihrer (Colonel) o the equivalent in thé SS.

When it came to actual SSVT training, $S-
Sturmbannfiihrer (Major) Felix Steiner; a charismatic
a junior artillery officer

personality who had served a

in World War I, seemed an obvious choice. He too had

he Night of the

spotted what he saw as an opportunity to further him-
self once the Nazis had secured power. Quitting the
army with the rank of Colonel and transferring to the
S8, Steiner had no intention of being confined within
armed outfits created solely to counter interna

He recalled: ‘I was among those who frequently plo
ted to set up a field force of a rather different’

In doing this we felt we could thereby contribute to
ny's security in the international sense.

Ger

The main stumbling block, as Ha
Himmler himself, syhom he came to dismiss as ‘an out-
e kind and who had

and-out policentn of the repr
no real idéa at all of militar
even'the mildest suggestion that the Reichsfithrer-SS was

matters’. Nevertheles

“being sidelined could prove a dangerous move; both

Below: A map showing the various countries that
provided the bulk of the recruits for the Wiking Division
and the approximate total number of volunteers for the .
Waffen-SS from each of those states. 28

FINLAND
“c.1000

ROMANIA
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Hausser and Steiner sensed the need to take some of
Himmler’s prejudices on board. Thus any recruit for
the Waffen-S5, while allowed some degree of choice as
to which by
between the ages of 17 and-22. Older aspirants were

nch of service he favoured, had to be

accepted only in exceptional  circumstances.
Candidates had“to “have an acceptable political out-
look’ and ‘provide evidence of an Aryan origin back to

candidates.

1800’ or even earlier if they were officer

‘ABsoLuTE Power’

Such stipulations were luxuries that we
in time of peace. With the coming of war and a decline
in fortunes, strict criteria inevitably became relaxed
and eventually were dispensed with altogether. This
‘Germanic’ volunteers” with

only practical

applied also to foreign

height restrictions being lowered 10 a minitum 1.65m
(5ft 5in). The proof of Aryan descent was cut to just

two generations. However, this by no means applied to

volunteers from some countries who were required to
erve the WaffenSS for a fixed term under contract, a

t relief to those fresh-faced recruits

source of ‘gre
whose'sense of idealism withered once they themselves
had experienced the horrific privations of fighting on

the Eastern Front.

But in one respect, Steiner and Hitler agreed. Here
was a great opportunity to demonstrate that whatever
hards of the Army could do, the S8,

the conservative did

could do even better. Given this imprimatur, recruii
ived new and élite force ient on
fiered such severe eco-

ment for a pe

many that had st

apace. Ina
nomic privations under the Wefmar Republic, the
chance of employment and the attendant restoration
of national pride were not to be gainsaid. This
explained the growth both in stature and in numbers
of the S units which, up to 1936, had been but scat-
tered battalions. At first, its candidates had been a dis-
parate bunch. These men were generally ex-officers

from World War I who had nowhere to go, as well as

rankers, policemen and plain adventurers, not forget-
ting the mere hangers-on. From this uneven and often
and Steiner hammered into

shape the men who would form the officer and NCO
cadres of the future Verfiigungstruppen

"

Above: Felix Steiner, the first commander of 5th SS-

Division Wiking. A revolu
Waffen-SS men, Steiner evolved what many observers

ionary when it came to training
regarded as the most efficient training system of the war.

By the time of the attack on Poland on 1 September
ipped to

were organized into regimental combat
groups. It was after the invasion of western Europe
between 10 and 20 May 1940 thatHimmler seized the
initiative. Beside those engaged in the practicalities of
fighting a war, the Reichsfiihrer-SS stood as a creature

apart. He copfiriued to dream dreams, his major obses
sion being “to atract the purest Nordic blood of

ng as he

Eufope into his SS. With his imagir
poured over his eternal files, he was envisaging what he
become the G

believed would ultimately sermanic

province of ‘Burgundia’, consisting of the
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Netherlands, Belgium and north-east France
Germany itself would be protected by this bulwark,
with the S$ possessing absolute power. In pursuit of
this dream, he ensured that imembers of the
Allegemeine-SS (General SS) were in place in the cap-
tred territories of Flanders, Holland and Norway.

An order wehtout (6 General Gottlob Berger, a wily
and persuasive Swabian who was head of the S main
leadesship office, and a specialist on racial selection for

the SS. He was to intensify his efforts to g

foreign
recruits for the new Wiking Division. It was no easy task

The straight-laced echelons of the Wehrmacht were at

best unenthusiastic at the prospect of a ‘second army’

and at worst dowr

ight obstructive. The solution lay
with Himmler, who happened to hold the post of

Reichskommissar fiir die
(Reich

Festigung Deutscher Volksturms

Commissar  for the St of

Germans living abroad, the Reichsfiihrer-SS was able to
activate contacts over a wide field, thus bypassing nor
mal military restrictions on recruiting abroad. Not
least among the advantages of all this for Berger was
that such volunteers would not be required to serve in.
the G

man Armed Forces. And there was nothing
whatever that the Welrmacht could do about it. Western

volunteers for the Waffen-SS were left in no doubt as to

where the power lay, as Himmler made clear

*Be certain of this. There will be in Europe just one SS
- the Germanic:$S under the command of the
Reichsfiihrer-SS. You can resist, but that is a matter of

indifference to me for we will create it in any case. We

Below: Would-be recruits for the Waffen-SS

re expected

10 be of the highest physical standard and were subjected

th powerful connections among

Germandom”)

to rigi The ideal was a blond, blue-eyed

“Nordic’ type, but standards fell as the war progressed.
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do’not ask you to turn against your country, nor to do
anything repugnant o anyone proud of his country,
who loves it and has his selfrespect. Neither do we
expect you to become Germans out of opportunism.
What do we ask is that y
ideal to a superior racial and historical ideal, that of
the single and allembracing Germanic Reich,®

New REGIMENTS

With the formation of Wiking which was one of the
leading foreign divisions of the Waffen-SS,
Gruppenfithrer (Lieutenant-General) Felix Steiner
became its first commander. There were two new regi-
ments, Nordland (consisting of Danes and Norwegians)
and Westland (Flemish and Dutch). The new division
was at first called Germania but, since there was a

Germania regiment already, and this was causing con-
fusion, the title was changed to Wiking.
Where Nordland was concerned, Himmler had an

enthusiastic acolyte. This was Vidkun Quisling who,
before the war, had served as a minister in the

u subordinate your national,_

Above: Physical prowess was much emphasized in the
Waffen-SS. Recruits had to be extremely fit, and events
such as athletic trials were held to encourage both health
and a sense of competition.

Norwegian Government and was a recipient of an hon-
ourary Commander of the Order of the British
Empire. Subsequently, Quisling resigned to create the
Norwegian Fascist Party and it was he who on 13
January 1941 appealed over the Norwegian radio for
3000 volunteers for the regiment. They would, he
declared, be joining ‘the war of freedom and indepen-
dence against English world despotism’. The original
upper age limit of 25 for fecruitment was forthwith
raised to 40, and Himmler lost no time in flying to Oslo

to inspect the grithusiastic new recruits and officiate at

Right: The invasion of the Low Countries and France in
the summer of 1940 provided further recruiting grounds
for the Waffen-SS. The ‘threat of Bolshevism’ ~ in the
form of the Soviet Union — helped swell their ranks
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their swearing in. After mustering, they were sent to
Wiirttemberg in southern Germany in order to train
with the rest of the regiment in simulated batde con-
ditions. Some of the new recruits wefe even able 0
experience the real thing; they-were seconded to other
$S units engaged in the Balkans.

Because of thezugenit need to recruit more man-
power for| the war effort, the Nordic volunteers

g

enjoyed less stringent service conditions than  the
Germans. This particularly galled Himmler with his
goal of total loyalty from all his adherents, but pride
had to be sacrificed in favour of sheer necessity. The
Nordics were permitted (o join on a ‘hostilities only’
basis, rather than the usual fouryear term. Even the”
initial height restriction of 1.65m (5ft 5in) was waived
and the oath of loyalty was modified in recognition of

fra
-Alied advances, May 1940 1
= German advance, May/June 1940

# German airborne attacks, 10 May

prod @ Monin

mnw
.~ eRudenarde

fournai
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SS-WIKING

the fact that the appeal among the volunteers was (o
lism, with the

nationalism rather than National Soci
main aim being the destruction of Communism. But

they received broadly the same pay ard, with national

distinctions, wore the same uniform as the regulars.

SINSTER DIRECTIVE

Elsewhere, Himmler was unstoppable. It had seemed
o the Reichsfiihrer-SS that the Dutch would be able 1o
provide him with excellent racial mat
mmer of 1940 he had established the Regiment
Westland which was to be open to volunteers from the
d Flanders. A recruiting initiative was
Waffen-SS is
Home

al and in the

Netherlands 2
ched with a leaflet entitled “The
Too Should Protect Your

lau
C
Country'. It proclaimed:

It would be absurd if you did not start fighting the
ands entrance at the g;

lling - You

enemy before he brutally de

1 a local war, and

den gate. This is not possible

possible at a time when continents are in revolt

Imagine a bordefAandscape covered with snowdrifts

and, breaking from the east, packs of ravening wolves
A éxicrminate every kind of life.

wh

‘Does not this picture fit the present time as well?

‘Who does not want to annihilate the ravening

beasts who are breaking into the Fatherland? Do you

mean simply (o stand at the garden gate of your own
home country? Then it will be 00 late. Happy the,

ry that keeps the war far away from its boundsries

o

i blood to

and does not hesitate to make sacr
save the fatherland.
Rabble-rousing sentiment contrasted with othe

tely more sinister. A directive

pronouncements infir
was issued to all Waffen-SS members, the text of which
survived (o surface at the Nuremberg Trials:
‘Obgdiente must be unconditional. It corresponds o

nal Socialist ideology must

the Conviction that Na

Every S man is thercfore prepared

to carry out blindly every order issued by the

reign supreme ..
ithrer or

given by his superior, regardless of the sacrifice
involved.” Neither was the avowedly racist ethos of the

Below: Norwegian volunteers raise their right hands as
they are sworn into the Waffen-SS. Although teir helmets
carry the SS runes, their collars do not yet Kave the S

nsig

on them.
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S in any way shirked. The SS was conceived as
‘the

jazi aristocracy, as a new ruling class to creat
New Order” which would consist of a National Sociafist
Military Order of Nordic Men, a fighting force *
bound by ideological oaths, whose fighters are selected
from the best Aryan stock’. The predominant enemies
were the Jews and the Bolshetiks

The campaign worked. The Reichsfiihrer-SS felt suffi-
ciently encouraged by the enthusiastic response from

iment, SS-Norduwest.

volunteers to raise yet another re

ButHimmler tempered his enthusiasm with self-int

ested caution. Such volunte he declared, would

remain firmly under central Nazi control, lest there be

any hint of dissent in their ranks. Thus they were
required to affirm the oath of loyalty to the Waffen SS:
1 swear to you Adolf Hitler, as leader, loyalty and

courage. 1 pledge to you and to those you place in

Above: Reichsfiihrer
“Wartime leader Vidkun Quisling, inspecting ranks of vol-

Heinrich Himmler with Norway's

unteers to the Waffen-SS who, at the outbreak of war,

formed $S-Standarte Nordland within Wiking.

authority over me obedience even unto death. So help

me God.' Nordwest as a regiment, it turned out, was to
last until the German invasion of Russia, when it was

deemed to have served its purpose. Isurvived in bat-

talion form, with the bulk of its strenigth re-allocated o
ish ynitsof the Waffen-SS.

other Dutch or
At first, there were fioticeable gaps in the ranks
once the firstyalimteers had been swallowed up. Then

Reich | Gel nans (Vollksdeutsche)

s and cthnic
The result was that by the time of the

were/drafted i
invasion of the Soviet Union in 1941, Wiking contained

1142

volunteers: 630 Dutchmen,

sermanic
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Left: Among the most energetic of the Dutch recruits was
Hendrik Feldmeijer, formerly a member of the bodyguard

r Anton

contingent to the puppet Netherlands premi
Maussert, whose members were required to join the SS.

Norwegi 216 Danes, 1 Swede and 1 Swiss. In the

same year would be added Nordest, a battalion consist-
ing of Finns. Gottlob Berger worked hardin‘the cold

land of Finland. Hatred

nd fear of Rifssia were played

upon. Enquiries in pro-Geinkan Finnish  circles

revealed there were enotgh men in the country to
form at least one Waffen-S$ battalion. Subterfuge was

necessary; the 1000 Finns who went to Germany did so

as ‘workers for the German war industry’
1ns were known to be a fiercely independent

tactful treatment by Germany was therefore

‘Guidelines for the behaviour of troops in

Finland' was prepared. The document proclaimed:

The Finn is a member of a cultured people, feeling
strong associations (o the other Scandinavian peoples,

1d with a distinct sense of

proud of his achicy

Above: The Westland regiment had barely existed for
three months before numbers swelled and a second bat-
talion was formed. This propaganda photograph shows
two Flemish soldiers reloading an MG 34.

national pride. The freedom and independence of his
country are valued above all. His friendliness towards
that could hurt his

Germans is genuine. ... anythi

s military

national pride has to be avoided and

achiey

ment in particular has to be acknowledged.’

The Finnish tion was lukewarm. The govern-

would o
e the’ Waffen-SS oath

ion that b y fight

ment made the stipul

Russians. The Army refused to t

nanded by German officers. The upshot of

or be com
the wrangling was that,’by the start of
L 400amenwere seconded to 5th SS-Wiking.

Operation

baros

Thus were the endeavours of Himmler and Berger

d else-

rewarded, but Hitler’s preoccupations remai
beyond even the impending campai

t Union loomed ever

wher n in the

West. The invasion of the Sov

e commander

nearer in the calculation of the supre

2






CHAPTER TWO

TRAINING

| WaffenSS vol

1 to-tough far harder than

were

)

‘ that of Wehrmacht recruits, with live ammunition regularly used in order
to prepare the men for battle. Wiking, like the other Waffen-SS divisions,

was also given priority over the Wehrmhé}’lt for the latest equipment.

hen it came the methods which

to training,
plied to the Army differed considerably from
those of the SS echelons. Thus many of the reforms
instituted by Felix Steifier brought him into conflict
with the rigid dotirines of Paul Hausser and the pre-
World War IT Reichswehr (Army)

ation, the battles of attrition that caused such

Along with so many of
sy

heavy loss of life in World War I had haunted Steiner

Ttwas his intention that the armed SS man would fight
in very different conditions. Volunteers for this ‘new
all undoubtedly wooed by the siren lan.

flet

The volunteer goes to Germany gladly, bechrisc

race’ were

guage of the recruiting

he knows that the Fiilmer keeps his word and that his

family is being cared for in the best possiblc way
He will not be driven intg bntile as cannon fod-

I'he blood of all thesfighters of the Fiihrer is too

der
valuable o be risked at random. That is why the vol-

unteer gets the best possible training in Germany

which a soldier ever had, and the best weapons ever
farged. The first pool of all volunteers from the other
SS “Training Camp at

Germanic countries s the

a meal duri

Left: Men of the Germania Regiment enjo;

their adva
1940. At th

as still part of the

Das Reich.

Senneheim in Upper Alsace, where all those assemble
ke the leap

who are brave and clever enough 1o 1
into the future. The Germanic man does not haye teo
be taught the hero ideal, it is burnt into his hicart

Enthusiastically, the militant mind will be m the fore

front of battle for victory

CoMmPETITIVE SPIRIT

A noticeable innovation of the $S cadet schools was a

shiftin the prioritics pertaining o the Army. Standards
of education and a suitable background in politics no

This resulted,

other things, in some 40 per cent of the officer candi

dates accepted before 1938 having only clementary

school education. This generated sharp crit

the higher reaches of the Army. The professional qual

ity of many prewar S officers compared unfavourably
with their opposite numbers in the Wehrmach.

On the positive side, there was Gotdob Berger's
emphasis on  strict militayy-proficiency.  The

Venfigungstruppen as fororuhncr of the Waffen-SS may

et/ than the Army, but the physi

have had fewer
cal calibre of its‘men was often higher. Exercise and

sport became top of the agenda; there was everything

and shortdistance running, 1o boxing, row

from fong

ing, and a variety of track and ficld events. No longer

would knots of men face their adversaries from the

2
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immobile fastness of trench
created in sport

As far as practical army training went, the men of
the S8 learnt to become men on the move with assault

Competitive spirit was
. not in mock battles

ind athleti

troops, detachments and-mobile batde groups.
Differences in rank were less formal. Kamerad® (com-

rade) was the Accepied form of address and greeting,
rather than/adherence to rank and tide. The regula-
tion rifle was phased out in favour of weapons that
were more mobile and easier to handle. This became

the age of the submachine gun and the hand grenade.
When it soon became apparent that, due to these inno-
vations, it would be possible for troops not to be
m (2
miles) in 20 minutes, even the most hidebound sec-

ance of 3.

weighed down and to cover a ¢
tions of the Wehrmacht were forced to take notice.

Below: Marksmanship, as demonstrated here by men of
the Totenkopf Division in 1940, was a key part of training
for the Waffen-SS. The rifleman uses sandbags to help
steady his aim. . °

on in the 55-
VT, there was a requirement for two years service in the
ranks, which meant, in other words, in the pre-World
gn SS
legions and the exigencies of war, this stipulation was
no longer possible, and faster programmes of training
became essential. As was inevitable when a number of
nationalities were involved, there were difficulties. One
recruit to Westland, training in Munich, wrot

Early on, to be cligible for a commis

War 11 Reichswehr. With the growth of the forei

“The language barrier first had to be overcome. So

the Dutch comrides went to evening classes in

German after ahard day’s training. It was not difficult
for the Réich Germans to carry out the hard basic train-
ihg-As a rule they came from the Hitler Youth and had
already been through pre-military instruction. In con-
trast the Dutch found the hard training particularly
tough. In addition to the language problem, they had
an aversion to ‘Prussian drill’ which was unknown in
their homeland."

In European Volunteers, an account of the wartime
service of the 5th SS-PanzerDivision Wiking Peter




Strassner, a former member of the division, states that

the Danish volunteers who were engaged in training in
Klagenfurt and in Vienna

were more robust and less sensitivg than” the

Norwegians, loved good food and drink but now and
al

then were obstinate and tended to be strongly criti

The Norwegians, on the other hand, worked harder

and were more se In their

us and contemplative. ...

military achievements they developed an almost totally

'm to be somewhat

instinctive awareness which led th
careless with regard to their own safety.”

Additionally, the intake from both nationalitics had

10 cope with the prejudices of some instructors who

considered that all foreigners were suitable only for

barrack-room duties. However, many platoon and com-
F

pany commanders, and squad leaders, conscious that

they were required to deliver potentially solid fighting

vial, knew they had to gain the cooperation of

TRAINING

Left: Even the toughest training programmes that could
be devised for fledgling members of the Waffen-SS
could only

reely prepare them for the dangers and
privations of the campaign in Russi

those they were instructing. At the receiving end Was
an Munk, a recruit from Westland as partof the newly

g at an SS

t tra

who underw

created  Wiking

Junkerschule. He recalled:

“We liked the g
not just liked (e
wet, cold and”tired we knew that they would be as

eat majority of our supe

ors ...

but respected them. If we were

well/ [ only knew of one case of an NCO being dis-
liked, a corporal, because of his treatment of the

Flemish in particular. One Christmas night, when he

was stoned out of his mind, we wrapped him in a bl

ket, dragged him feet first down the stairs to a cellar,

threw him into one of the long washing troughs and
He got a sound beating,

a blind eye. He behaved

turned on the cold

and his coll
1ch better afterwards.’

Another member of Wikingwhiorhad féw complaints
was the future SS-Obersturmfiiher Exic Brorup:

‘I wasn’t personally sibjected to any form of

demean ment because 1 was a

ng or degrading
Dane. I went through officers school where th
respect for every individual, not like the usual senseless
bullshit you normally find — the US Military Academy

e was

at West Point. How hard was it? I can state quite cate-
gorically that the training I went through in the Danish
encountered
ic. With

Cavalry was tougher than anything I late

in the Wagffen-SS. Manoeuvres were very real
live ammunition being used on certain exercises, but
not before every man knew his weapon and how to
take cover

That said, the training was certaifily tough. At 05:00

hours came reveille, followed by washing, bed- making
and mugs of coffee. Within the hour, the men were off
with  their

to the wraiping “ground

were characterized by maximum realism,

weapons.
Manoeuvr
accompanied by heavy artillery barrages as well as live

isfaction that his men thought litde of being 100m
(300f) from explosions from their own artillery fire.
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A midday break, not for rest but weapon-cleaning
and boot-polishing, was followed by continued training
until 17:00 hours. This was followed by yet more clean-

ing and polishing. The pleasure of dinner was blunted
by the knowledge that classfoom lectures in combat
would follow until,thie close of the day’s work, which
ally at 22:00 hours.

came

Hagp DiscIPLINE
Hard discipline sometimes meant humiliation for the
recruit at the hands of a martinet instructor. If a

recruit, while filling cartridges into a charger, leta
tridge fall to the ground, he could be made to pick it
up with his teeth. One recruit who let a cartridge slip,

in this way and attempted o rescue it by hand
described the reaction of an NCO:

‘... He went scarlet, bellowed out something uni
telligible, handed the section over to his deputy and
He began with 50 “knee bends”
with rifle held out at arms length ... After 20 knee

took me on hims

bends I stopped cotnting. I just couldn’t go on. I did
one more knée bend and then I lowered my rifle and
stood up. I just knew I was all in. I heard him bellowing
and that left me cold because suddenly I could control
‘myself no longer. I felt I had to weep although I knew
it was neither manly nor soldierly. 1 had just had
enough. When he saw that, he bellowed: “Look at this!
Mollycoddle! Mother’s little darling! Cry baby! Who's
ever heard of an S man blubbering! All our dead will
turn in their graves! Is this what we're trying t-take o
war” etc etc. Then “assembly” was blown and the train-
ing period ended. He ordered m¢ 1o clean out all the
first floor latrines for a week and then report to him so
that he could inspect-them. And straightaway he
ordered: “Chuck this cartridge away.” I did so. I picked
it up with my teeth.’

The toughness of these training programmes inten-
sified. Even when it came to going on leave, a recruit
would be required to have his handkerchief folded
with the required number of creases. If a pay-book pro-
duced an unsightly bulge in a uniform the offender
ran the risk of being deprived of his pay. Matters
became even more stringent in the shadow of war

when the aim was to complete basic training by

Above: This photograph of a Wiking Division
Hauptscharfiihrer (Warrant Officer) was taken in Russia
on 10 January 1944. Note his Germania cuff title and

infantry assault and wound badges.

September 1940. At that time the men were informed
by a ‘Fihrer order’ that a new division would be
formed. The composition of the motorized S5 Wiking
Division was drawn from the three infantry regiments,
Germania, Westland, and Nordland, together with an
artillery regiment and a signals anid pioneer battalion,
as well as further divisional troops.

Some idea of the relative speed of this achievement
can be gained whertit is recalled that, at the beginning
of World War 11, only the Leibstandarte Division was a
‘motorized formation, whéreas the SS-VT and Totenkopf
regiments were basic infantry formations and as such
employed transport which was predominanty drawn
by the age-old method of using horses.



InsiGNiA AND UNIFORM

The men of the regiments which made up SS-Pa

Division Wiking or who fought with the division were

national identity and

especially keen 1o retain the
sense of pride. Himmler had, digrefore, at
of limiting the weating of SS rank badges to
but

irst been in
S

favon
members rather ian co-opted ve
fon it 10n-SS members were

or caused offence and therefore led to

the

weers,

regarded as

implic

somehow infer

he idea beiny
The matter of col

abandoned

s asource of

patches rema

confusion among historians and insignia specialists.

that the S$runes were worn on

e sources maintai
ight side of the collar throughout the exist

Soi
the r
Wiking, while others state that a badge comprising the
prow of a Viking ship (Schiffssteven) was proposedl fn
September 1942, the division was awarded a’cuff-title

bearing the word ‘Wiking'. For officers, the Wiki
uminium. wire

fering was machine-woven i
black silk thread edged with white silk thread.

version

gothic wis “scemingly exclusive to SS
Obergruppeniifiver und General der Waffen-SS (General)

Herbert Gille, who in May 1943 became the divisional

mander of Wiki

Other ranks display
embroidered inscription in silve
There was also a cuff-band for all

1a cuffband with a machine-
ey silk thread and

grey silk edging.
ranks that was machine-woven in silver-grey and black
silk thread. Cuffs ¢
Germania, Nordland and Westland — styled in staridard
As far as Westland was-¢oncerned,
ly suiking
1
The

splaying regimental titles for

lettering — remained,

a source of confusion were two pirtieul

shoulder straps introduced in May' T940. These car
the initial ‘W, often confused with Wiking itself
importance attached 1o symbolism in SS regalia was
Himmler's preoccupation

nifestation of
the

another 1
with what he
ny’s past. The distinguished British historian

saw as romantic trappings of

Gern
John Keegan has sin

Himmler's resort to the use of i

ce commented:

adividual titles and

1 the emphasis on unit identities was, in the national
context, an extremely clever psychological stroke by a
ry force solely

man striving to build up a large milit

of voluntary enlistment. For the

through the mec

TRAINING

Aboves The S5 Freiwilligen-Legion Norwegen, to which this
n belonged, was the first Norwegian SS unit to be
could muster 1200 men, but a

formed. By March 1942

a matter of months.

re awaited i

grim fu
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- D
&
g
=

13th Croatia 15th Latvia
Handichar Nol

SigRunen

(L]
>
¢

5th Wiking 18th Hungary

Horst Wessel

U

o §e)

Ist Ukraine® 20th Estonia
Nol
19th Latvia. I 215t Albanis I
Privs Eugen Skanderberg

g

11th Nordland Estonia No 2

3rd Holl 30th Russia

Nedertand (ealy)

&

28th Belgium

i e

D
33rd France
Kama Charlemagne

ry

|

Funyadi

29h Ttaly

B
[~/

27th Flanders
Langemark

* issue doubtful

Above: These insignia illustrate graphically the eventually
rapid expanse of Waffen-SS manpower from outside the

Reich. The various cBuntries shown were to

Right: Wiking officiers at the beginning of ‘Operation
Barbarossa’ i

Russia, 1941. The man in the foreground

use national or regional symbols.

old Kaiser's army had been built on the principle of
strong unit identity and on a hierarchy of regiments,
with the Guards at the top. Hitler had deliberately
reconstructed the Wehrmacht on a pattern which owed
nothing to the past and made no differentiation
between one unit and another, since he wanted the
new army to be entirely his own. In fulfilling that wish,
however, he undoubtedly frustrated a strongly

isan (First Lieut
right is an $S-Untersturmfiihrer (Second Lieutenant).

while on his

established element in the, German attitude to mili

service. Himmler, by recognizing the German soldier’s
inclination to_belong to an identifiable and
mation ... attracted many who would not otherwis

élite for-

have

been drawn to so politically tainted an organization.’
The deepseated longing to revive the ethos of

Germany's military past was symbolized by Himmle

for the SS in the device of the Tolenkopf; a g

n motif
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made up of a skull and crossed bones. With such a lin-
eage, Himmler eagerly sought the Death’s H

SS. It was the only badge common to all SS formations,

ad for his

whether Allgemeine-SS, Germanic'SS; or Waffen-SS; the
latter comprised German“and non-German forma-
tions. The Totenkopf harked back to the 18th century
heyday of Prissian cavalry regiments when it formed
the centrepiece of the cap of the ‘Black’ or ‘Death’
Hussars, while the headpicce of the 9th Hussars —
known as the “Total Death’ Hussars — sported a reclin-
ing skeleton. In World War I, the Totenkopf device
ion badge for
of the Weimar Republic

served as a forr

German units and in the da

was sported on the helmets and vehicles belonging to
ebooting’ and notorious Freikorps.

the

Another Wikingsymbol was the so-called ‘Suri-cross’
or round swastika (Sonnerad) which, While being
jonal badge, was also adopted by the

Wiking’s divis
Germanische S ly occupying a promi-
nent position on tanks, it could be mounted either

onps. U

upright or in the*mobile’ position. The Sun-cross also
served as the cuff-band in block lettering for members
of §SInfanterie-Regiment Nordland.

Lavisi PromISES
Norwegians also made up the strength of SS-Freiwilligen
(Volunteer) Legion Norske, many of whom were later to
Wiking to form 11th SS-Freiwilligen-
Panzergrenadier Nordland. This legion was officially
launched at a massive recruiting rally staged on
University Square in Oslo, following the invasion of
a in June 1941. The Norwegian Post Office issued
a stamp with a suitably idealistic design, showing a sol-
dier leading comrades' into battle in his Norwegian
uniform, flanked by Norwegian and Finnish flags. The
Germans made lavish prom | the Germanic
legions: their national identities and mi

merge with

Russi

would be respected. But the Nazis were not over

scrupulous in honouring this. In the case of the Legion

Norse, the men were told that they would not be
allowed to wear Norwegi

Frenchstyle helmets, but were expected to wear the
standard  WaffenSS field-grey uniforms. However, a
standard legion collar patch, worn on the right and

n Army uniforms with

Above: The Waffen-SS, in common with much of the
Wehrmacht, was keen on recording much of its early suc-

cesses on film for propaganda purposes. The cameraman
is attached to the SS-Standarte Nordland.

displaying a rampant axe-bearing Norwegian lion, was
permitted. Waffen-SS rank insignia was worn on the left
collar patch and on shoulder straps.

For those who relished the prospect of frontline
fighting and of proving their undoubted valour, it was
announced thit there would be an imposing medal:
the St Olaf’s Cross with crossed swords and the date
1941 in the centre. But although the design was gen-
érally approved within Norway, the German authorities
declined to sanction it. The medal was not issued. By
way of consolation, all Norwegians who served on the
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Eastern Front — including, incidentally, a sizeable num:

nti

ber of nurses - received a special ‘F s badge in

silver or white metal. The badge depicted a medieval

Norwegian warrior grasping a shicld arid drawn sword

and standing in an archway bearing the lettering
Frontkjemper® (Frontfighter)/in’ pseudo-runic seript. On
I August 1941, Himmler ordered that the full name of
1 cuff bands

the Volunteer Legion was to be worn

bers of ‘Hird’, the group of ‘Storm
ded by the arch-collaborationist Vidkun

Troopers’ fe
Quisling, were permitied to wear the Hird cmblem on
their lefi cuff above the Legion band. As a further trib-

lion would receive the name

ute, the 1st B:
honour of the No | Hird Regiment. Four infantry com
with an antitank

made up the Ist Batalior

pani
company and a war correspondents” section. Latér, '

Below: Norwegian volunteers disembarking at a German

port. Ahead of these keen, fresh-faced young men lie

many weeks of vigorous training for combat. Norwegians

ined a reputation for being hard, relentless fighters.

2nd (Reserve) Battalion was established and it was
quartered at Holmestrand, outside Oslo.
On the eve of their departure for Poland, the first

800 volunteers from Belgium, who left Brussels on 8

August 1941 and who formed the nucleus of the
raised Legion Wallonien, marched behind
Colour Party bearing the Legion’s fi flag
featured a stylized version of the Red Ragged Cross of
 field of black. The colour black was

recently

Burgundy
intended as

ribute to the Rexist Party and its

founder Leon Degrelle. This device lasted until the fol-

lowing March, When new colours and guidons were
g WI

Legion went on active service, the colours went 00,

introdyiced’to replace the black Rexist fla 1 the

As for the stubborn Finns, they insisted on sticking

to their own volunteer battalion name, Finnisches

Faviwilligen: Bataillon der Waffen-SS and kept th

own

bann, the form of the blue cross flag of Finland.
This incorporated, among other motifs, the national
emblem of a gold lion and swords, together witht the

commemorative cross of the 27th Jigetataillon of
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World War L. The original Finnish SS-Volunteer
Battalion Nordosthad been sent in June 1941 to provide
auscle for 5th SS Division Wiking in the campaign
against the Soviet Union. Its name was subsequently
changed to Finnissches Freiwilligen Bataillon der Waffen-SS
(Finnish Volunteer Battalion of the Waffen-SS). It was
then presented with a highly distinctive colour, con-
sisting of the square flag of Finland, a broad light blue
cross on a white field. In a simplified version of the
) coat of arms, the Golden Lion of Finland was

- square, rampant and also brandishing

asilver sword facing the staff and trampling upon the

ilver scimitar of Russia, Finland’s sworn enemy. The

colour was bordered on three sides with a fringe of
ands which were gold-coloured.

As Bruce Quarrie points out in Weapons of the Waffen-SS
mines in detail the development and tacti-
cal use of the vast range of weaponry emplmed by the

units were

red when it came to the allotment of weapons.
The Army was then madé (6 suffer in consequence.
But a substantial nufnber of Waffen-SS men have
alleged the contrary, even admitting that under the
cover of darkness, raiding parties were organized in
order to steal weapons from Army stores.

Himmler's legions had at first to put up with cap-
tured Czech weapons that were unfamiliar. Even in
1940, in the face of an escalating the Army
declined to surrender any heavy artillery to the SS until
Hitler personally intervened. Two years later, arma-
ments minister Albert Speer was persuaded to allocate
five to eight per cent of his factories’ output to the

with manpower for the task provided by con-

armaments can be attributed to the
iperiority adopted by the Wehrmacht who

Right: The Norwegian fascist leader Vidkun Quisling is
seert here with SSReichsfiihrer Heinrich Himmler visiting
Wiking divisional staff in 1941 on the Russian Front.

Quisling was tried for treason and executed in late 1945.

TRAINING
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regarded the Waffe
with paradeground drill and spit and polish.

S as ‘asphalt soldiers’ obsessed

‘Policemen dressed up in army uniforms’ was {he
sneering judgement of General Walther von
ra h, who was in-chicf of the

Wehirmacht during the Polish campaign

But as the war progressed, it became widely recog-
nized that the Waffen-SS forces had become at least the
equal of the Wehrmacht units and certainly superior in
ferocity.and fanaticism. This points to the reason why,
by November 1942, the four heavily battlescarred
Waffen-SS divisions — Leibstandarte Adolf Hitler; Das Reich,
Totenkopf; and Wiking ~ had all been withdrawn to be
refitted with a strong tank component, together with
assault guns and armoured pe
underline the point, they were officially designated SS-
Panzergrenadier divisions and, furthermore, had the
benefit of equipment of a quality comparable to that of
the Army panzer divisions.

sonnel carriers. To

SupporT WEAPONS
At the opening of ‘Operation Barbarossa', the invasion
of the Soviet Union in June 1941, the three regiments
of volunteers, under the umbrella of Wiking, served i

ally with the Leibstandarte, now at brigade strength,
part of Army Group South. In terms of hardware,
Wiking’s partner could call on the lst, 2nd and 3rd
Battalions, each of three rifle companies, one
machine-gun company and one heavy company. The

heavy company had two antitank-gun platoons
(3.7cm/1.46in PaK and 5cm/1.97in PaK), one platoon
of mortars (8cm/3.15in), and one pioneer platoon. In

addition, there was the 4th Heavy Battalion, which con-
sisted of one light “infant
(7.5¢cm/2.95in guns) one heavy infantry-gun company
(15cm/5.9in -gins), one antitank gun company
(4.7cm /1,851 self-propelled PaK), one field-gun com-
pany (7.5cm/2.95in self-propelled guns), and one anti-
aircraftgun company (3.7cm/1.46in AA guns)

un  company

Left: The 7.92mm (3.1in) MG 34 machine gun is seen
here as an antiaircraft weapon and on vehicle mounts.
Even with an astounding rate of fire, the MG34 was seen.
as a liability: it took too long to manufacture.
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In the field, the Wekrmacht and the Waffen-SS divi-
sions and regiments could call on the finest individual

infantry support weapons, most notably ma
(Maschinegeweh), including the MG 34, rated by many

hine guns

10 be the finest maching giifi of the war. When it came
to small arms, the pi

161, although of limited value in
combat, had ifs place as a small weapon which could be
carried, ¢onveniently by the crews of tanks and other

armioured fighting vehicles. Norwegian volunteers in
Wiking made plentiful use of the home-grown Model
1914 11.43mm (0.45in) automatic pistol, a licence-

built copy of the famous Colt pistol.

FinnisH MASTERPIECE

A valuable role was also

illed by Finnish forces who
had good reason to loathe the Russians sincé; after a

fiercely fought 15-week war with them in November

1939, Finland had been forced to cede some 41,
square kilometres (16,000 square miles) of territory. In
rd Battalion

their fight on the side of Germany as the
of Nordiand, the Finns strengthened the submachine,
gun (SMG) stocks within the Waffen-SS. The
niously crafted Suomi M/1931 had proved iselfin the

nge-
arlier conflict against the Russians. It was reliable and
pi
jamming was virtually unknown.

well-fashioned: all meta were machine-made and

The provision of tanks and armoured fighting vehi-
cles for the, cack S$ divisions received 2
February' 1943. This month saw the return to active

boost in

Below: Waffen-SS troopers on the Eastern Front in 1941,
with their weapons ready to hand. All wear the camouflage
smock patented by the Waffen-SS, which legally prevented
the Wehrmacht from using camouflage uniforms.
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duty of General Heinz
Armoured Troops. Previously, Guderian had been
sacked by Hitler. His mistake was daring to disagree with
the Fikrer over the conduct of the war. But he was
serious military setbacks for the

Guderian as Inspector General of

restored to favour aft
Germans, and after that point he was entrusted-with
g,

sions,

implementing every aspect of recruitment,

organization, and equipment for th¢“panzer divis
including that of the Waffen-SS.

With their elevation to the status of Panzegenadier
divisions for the spring counteroffensive in Russia,
Leibstandarte Adolf Hitler, Das Reich, Totenkopf, and Wiking
were each backed by a tank baualion. Assault weapons
had pre
panzer formations.
tion that Guderian would soon remedy.

usly be

n assigned to artillery rather than
his turned out to be a miscalcula-

At the end of 1943, control of assault weapons passed
10 the panzer am, to be seized with enthusiasm by
Hohenstaufen and Frundsberg, both of which had been ele-
vated to Panzergrenadier division status, and later by Hitler

Above: On the left of the picture is an SdKfz armoured
car, and on the right a PzKpfw III, both on the Eastern
Front, the latter, in the early stages of the war, regarded
as among the best of the all-round medium tanks.

Jugend. Included also in control of the weapons were o
be seven other panzer and Panzergenadier forr

including Nordland and Wallonien.

At the time of the outbreak of World War I, the
PzKpfw 1V, known as Panzer IV — Panzerkampfivagen
means armoured fighting vehicle - was considered to be
among the best of the all-round meditim tanks, and was
employed by Wikingon the Eastern Front during the win-
ter of 194142, Indeedit would survive until the end of
the war. Later in;1942°6n the Eastern Front the PZKpfiv
IV Ausf G (Ausfiikrung G: Model G') appeared. But as
was the ¢ase with these, and so many of the tank arm, the
true enemy was the unrelenting subzero temperatures
of the Russ

winters which, in the end, no matter how
powerful they were, would eventually defeat them.







CHAPTER THREE

LOODED

In the early days of ‘Bwbhrossa’, German successes came with relative

that

ease. forces were 1p! P

they had a big advantage m arn‘mur. The mxgﬁ othkmgwere bolstered
tl\&ﬁfucasus had been opened’.

by the claim that ‘the gateway&o

d, but it scﬁm

S 'PP

he summons of the senior military commanders

ference in Hitler’s mountain retreat in the

1939 followed

Obersalzberg on 29 August a pre

dictable course. Fh&tubstance of long-winded disse

tation was thit-Foreign Minister J

him Ribbentrop

had bedn sent 1o Moscow 1o sign a nos

ession pact
(hat would lead o the carveup of Pol: e

days. A new eastern frontier could be created (o serve

. if necessary,

as a protectorate state, act 1s a buffer
Regarding Waffen-SS,

1. But one hint was sinister enough; it

against Russia a role for the

Hitler was vag
was made clear that Himmler's men were expected 10,
carry out ‘special tasks” which, ominously, ‘wouldArot
be o the taste of German generals

The outlook had never been anytffing but di

. The material which the Polish commanders

disposal was mostly slow-moving infantry

30 infanury divisions there were only 2

les and 11 cavalry brigades. The most

srmour that could be mustered was nine companies of

kg (S-ton) tanks and 29 companies of armoured

teristic pose at a g;

officers. On the left is Paul Hausse pector of the

Verfigungstruppen and Commander of Das Reich.
iqungstruppe

wheeled transport was horse-drawn. This is not o say
Waffen-SS was over
Adolf Hitler bvits

overall strength of the

Leibstandarte

that the
impressive. At this stage,
only a regiment, the sole one o be motarizéd
the Waffen-SS units. The Gerr

horses for more than 80 per gentof its motive power

mong

an Anny depended on

Case WHITE

Hitler’s intention was that armoured formations would

unleash a series of surprise attacks. These were Army

Group South, made up of the Seventh, Tenth and

Fourtcenth Armies under the overall control of
General Gerd von Rundstedt, and Army Group North
whose components were Third and Fourth Armies

under General Fedor von Bock. There was to be a pin-
cer envelopment by the two army groups. The jaws of

the pincer would clamp against the six Polish armics

which were deployed in a defensive cordon along the
line of the Vistula River. Bock's grouprwould converge
on the Polish corridor from ot sides, East Prussia

ind Pomeray

The Jink-aip in the corridor would be
The

1y, lunider General Walther von Reichenau

followed by a westard advance towards Warsaw,
Tenth A
recciyéd! 88 Leibstandarte

and the SS-Pioniersturmbann.
SS-Regiment Germania, a future component of Wiking
was part of Fourteenth Army, under General Wilhelm

List, and was held at first in reserve in East Prussia
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On 30 August, the German High Command sent
out the codewords setting the action day of Fall Weis
(Case White) as 1 September and H-hour as 04:
hours. For those commanders who itched impatiently
for the word of command, the open and rolling terrain
proved ids for the strike force of 55 division:
including every armoured, motorized and light divi-
sion the Reich possessed. The reserve status of Germania
was short lived. Soon it was entrusted with protecting
the weak flank of XXII Army Corps in the drive
towards Chelm as part of Tenth Army which had gone
into the attack from Silesia. There were also gaps in the
lines of VI Army Corps, 5th Panzer Division and the
Army Reconnaissance Unit. It was Germanid's task,
under the command of SS-Standartenfiihrer (Colonel)
Carl-Maria Demelhuber, to fill them.

Towaros Warsaw
In the advance through the industrial region towards
Lvov, the SS encountered stiff resistance and high casu-
alties. The Poles were the butt of incessant air- and
ground attacks. With their suppliés and ammunition
annihilated, the Poles capitulated around the area of
Blonie and the Leibstandarte was able to continue its
advance towards Warsaw. The capital, in the face of
arvation and typhoid, managed to hold out, but had
to give up finally on 27 September.

The experience of Germania in Poland, although
nothing in comparison with what was to come, had
been of value, providing the fledgling products of the

S training schools the chance to hear their first shots
fired in anger. In addition, Poland provided another
pointer to the future: those in command of the SSVT
declared that they had been badly in need of strong
support at Wehrmacht divisional level which had been
denied them. It was a grumble that was to become
increasingly familiar from the time that the Wiking
Division, whose creation-was announced by Hitler on
21 December 1940, went into action.

Right; Resistance was largely overcome with ease during
{he 1939 attack on Poland. Although bombed and
shelled, the town of Sochaczew put up one of the
strongest defences against the Waffen-SS.

BLOODED
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Above: These Waffen-SS soldiers in Poland are part of a
reconnaissance team seen at the start of the campaign in
September 1939. The SS sometimes encountered fierce
resistance and suffered high casualties, <.~/

Felix Steiner had been; given command of the
Wiking Division and its divisional appointed regiments.
Five days later, he visited Germania in order to give lec-
tures down to company level. He was speaking on the
potential of heavy infantry weapons, as well as issuing
“fnore general instruction on tactics. Then theory had
soon given way to practice, with instructional courses
for the NCOs of the heavy- and light machine-gun
companies. Furthermore, training for the entire
Division had continued throughout the iron winter of
1941. A member of 10th Panzergrenadier Regiment
Westland wrote at the time:

2

We have got deep snow here and it is terribly cold.
And everyday we do one hour’s sport in the open only
in track suits. That really is cold. Last week, I had
severe cold for a few days, but now I am completely fit
again, without having o report sick for a single day. We
can hardly allow ourselves to be ill at this moment. We
inty that we are no longer very

now know with fair cert:
far from going into action on the front, In the last four
days we have not even had time to thirrk. We have had
to work hard unil late in the pight. We had an exami-
nation on Friday and Sabirday and such a one as [ have

never experienced.
On the eve of ‘Operation Barbarossa’, the intended
role for the non-German volunteers was highlighted by
the Nazicontrolled media. One newspaper proclaimed:
‘Aryan man is realizing already during this war the
new concept of a just order of society and a fruitful
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cooperation. Fighting shoulder to shoulder against the

Bolsheviks alongside the Germans are Finns,
Norwegians, Danes, Dutchmen, . Frenchman,
§) ards, Croats, Italians, F i

homeland today has been, or will be again within a

short time, a soldier in the ranks of the Waffen-SSor the

armed forces, and he performs his duty as a soldier in
the k vledge that if he is killed on active service the

Slovaks, Swedes, Flemings, Walloons - in short the
whole of Europe. The stréam of volunteers is endless.”

MoraLE BooSTER

For the bénefit of home consumption, the Propaganda
Ministry of Josef Goebbels was whipping up support
for the Waffen
feature called The SS at War, broadcast in part from a

A typical morale booster was a radio

recrui
“The men, tall and fair, are standing here in a long
red for service in sonie

ient centre. A transcript of one survived:

file; these men have volunte
division of the Waffen-SS, in the Leibstandarte, thé Das
Reich Division, the Wiking Division, or the Totenkopf
Division. Every S8 man who does his duty in the

great SS community of comrades in the homeland will

stand by his dependents and will give them more than

financial security. The welfare department of the
Waffen-SS and the comrades in the units of the SS vie
with each other in their ca

for the dependents of
their dead.’

On the night 0f19/20 June, a mass of German
armour, headlights masked into narrow beams, edged
into_the  céntral Polish forest of Pratulin, a few miles

Below: Atrocities, both in Poland and Russia, were car-
ried out by the Waffen-SS, a number of which were laid at
the door of SS-Wiking, including the killing of 600
Galician Jews ‘as a reprisal for Soviet cruelties”.
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short of the Bug river, an area which was the central
sector of occupied Poland, the German frontier with
the Soviet Union. In terms of numbers, there were in
all more than 3 million men, 600,000 vehicles and
3850 tanks, spread along a 2000km”(1250 mile) front
stretching from the Baltic tothe Black Sea, and consti-
tuting the greatest military machine ever assembled to
make war. The leading panzer corps flexed their mus-
cles for the planned assault on the River Bug while
Germania was tasked with clearing the wooded country
for the planned advance. This was followed by a blood-
ing for the men of the 5th Artillery Regiment of
Nordland, one of whose batteries, with its reconnais-
sance units and antitank weaponry, was making over
rising terrain towards Tarnopol in Galicia at a time
when the Russian defences were still insufficient to

stop the Waffen-SS advance.

“

‘oreign Waffen-SS volunteers man a PaK antitank
gun during the early stages of Operation ‘Barbarossa’.
Although the Red Army had some advanced T-34 tanks,
the majority faced by the Waffen-SS were obsolescent.

Through his binoculars, the battery’s commander
spotted a mass of Russian tanks on the move with
assorted camouflaged personnel ¢drriers and motor
cycles. The battery's firepower first caught a stationery
carrier whose crew ratifor their lives, then the battery
turned its full fury on. the tanks. The extent to which
reinforcements contributed to the final success of the
overall assault could not be determined exactly. In his
European Volunteers, Peter Strasser records: ‘A total of 48
tanks and 100 other combat vehicles were later count-
ed on the battlefield. The danger to the division’s left
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flank had been removed, and the advance towards
Tarnopol could resume.”

At Tarnopol itself the SS volunteer forces became
associated for the first time with the'darker side of the
Waffen-5S, embodied in thezsitister Einsatzgruppen
(extermination squads) which had been created by
Himmler. These’squads were to follow the German
armies into the Soviet Union to combat resistance

groups and o execute ‘political and racial undesi
ables'. Combat groups were posted to the
Finsatsgruppen as ‘a recognized part of Waffen-SS disci-
pline’. An Einsatzgruppen report of 11 July stated that
600 Jews were executed at Zborow between Tarnopol
and Lwow (Lvov] by the Waffen SS as a reprisal for
Soviet cruelties.” Wiking forces had been present at the
along with the Divisional supply contingent
(Verwaltungsamt) under Wiking's Supply Officer Heinz
Karl Fanslau, who had been Paul Hausser’s adjutant at
Bad Tolz. During the course of war-crimes trials held at
Nuremberg during August 1947, Fanslau testified that
the supply battaliorthad arrived at a crossroads outside
Tamopol at tife when the Germans were bombing.
They-were 300-500m (980-1640ft) south of the road
., 6 which the main column of the Division was advanc-
ing. It was alleged that Fanslau had witnessed an
Oberschanfiihrer (Staff Sergeant) Saan taking away three
Jews for execution and that Fanslau had told a small
boy, who was accompanying his father, to stop crying or
he would be shot as well. It was also attested at the trial
that when Standartenfiihrer (Colonel) Hilmar Wackerle,
the regimental commander of SS-Westland,“was shot
dead, an order had been issued by Fahslau stating that

time

the Jews were responsible and that from now on killing
them would no longer be a punishable offence.

MAassACRES

It was around this time that the Einsatzgruppen mas-
“Sactes took place. An order had also been given at
Tarnopol that Jews were to be assembled for work and
if it was later discovered that they were ill suited, they
were to be transported to ghettos. Oswald Pohl, one of
the accused, testified that the supply company of
Wiking employed Jews and ill-treated them. As divi-
sional supply officer, Fanslau was acquitted of having a

connection with the massacre order. Fate eventually
caught up with him; re-arrested on other charges, he

was tried and sentenced to 25 years imprisonment. In

later years, surviving members of Wiking have claimed
that their men spent the war purely and solely as com-
bat troops, but even so, they have been unable 16
escape a sinister association with the Einsatsgruppen
one of whose formations, Einsatzgruppe A, was active in
an Front in the same

the northern sector of the Rus
year as the events in Tarnopol. It included 340 mem-
bers of the Waffen<5in a complement of 990. Nor were
all the men of Wikinginnocent of direct involvement in
atrogities: Peter Neumann, a ticket collector’s son from

Above: Fraternization between the people of Ukraine
and the men of Wiking was common enough in the early
days of ‘Barbarossa’; the German forces were initially

welcomed as liberators from Moscow’s rule.
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Wittenburg who had been a member of the Hitler
Youth before joining Wiking as a junior officer, ywit-
nessed the treatment meted out by a felfow
Obersturmfithrer (First Lieutenant) (o unsuspecting cap-
tured Russian civilians, particularly if they sported a
tell-tale gold star on the sleeve. The Obersturmfiih
would ask: *You are a People’s Commissar?’ (‘Narodnii
Kommissar li vou"). Invariably caught off guard by the
casual tone of the question, the prisoner would nod.
This wis a prelude o a bullet to the head. The net wa
cast wider. In the area of Zhitomir, Wiking celebrated
its success by reducing the town to ruins. Instructions
were given 1o search every ruined home and buildi
for, in addition to People’s Commissars, all of the
town’s officials whether civilian or military. Once
rounded up, they were shot. An SS report survived to
be placed in evidence at the Nurember
‘In the neighbourhood north of Zhitomir
lages were screened and a total of 15unction:
uidated. In the course of an ivéstigation of the village
of Techernjachov and in‘search for € t func-
1 Jews who were active Communists and also
acted partly as political commissars were executed.’

EXECUTIONS
*In the course of an action carried out in Rudjina and
Trojanov, 26 Jewish Communists and saboteurs were
seized and shot. In the centre of the big square a gal-
lows was erected for two Jewish murderers who were
hanged there. Around the place of execution wg
crowd of several thousand people. The Wehrmacht was
also represented in large numbers. In addition, 400
were made to witness the execution. Before the

execution took place, the Iotidspeaker van announced

in German and Ukrainian the deeds of horror com-
mitted by the two-men, Keiper and his assistant, and
the proposed penalty, In addition, two big posters
which Were fixed on the gallows, indicated once more
the crime committed. The pronouncing of the sen-

Left: Prepared roads in Russia were virtually non-existent.
Major routes were nothing more than mud tracks which
were extremely dusty in summer, almost impassable in
spring and autumn, and rutted and rock-hard in winter;
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Right: The Russian frontier, which is indicated by the
striped column on the right of the picture, s crossed by
Waffen-SS motorcyelists of a reconaissance battalion
coming from the German-occupied Polish territory.

tence was repeatedly interrupted by calls of approval
and applause. The indigenous population accepted,
with particularly great satisfaction, this measure of
for Jewish horrors itted over a period

of 10 years.
Afterwards 402 Jews from Zhitomir were shot. The

execution of two Jewish murderers as well as the shoot-
ing of the 402 Jews was carried out in an exemplary
manner. In Radomyschl the newly appointed mayor
was unmasked as an informer of the NKVD and a
member of the Communist Party since 1925

Tt was also

proved that up to the last day he was in touch with
Communist bands. His deputy was also a Bolshevik ..
Jews were also arrested who openly had opposed the
German forces and had refused to work for the labour
organization. In this action, 118 persons weré shot.’

Switch To Uman

Fresh for action, the 3rd Company of the Regiment
Westland started its| war by making for Lemberg and
beyond in blazing sunshine where the Soviet 32nd
Infantry Division had amassed. Here Westland’s Dutch,
Finnish and German forces disposed of a Russian
attack with light and heavy machine guns, 8cm

5in) mortars and rifles. Reserves of ammunition
ched the firing positions in sufficient strength to
ensure the weakening of the Soviet attack, which was
finally beaten off by the regiment's reconnaissance bat-

e

talion with fast scout cars and motorcycle infantry. In
the face of such puny opposition, the remark of a
Wehrmacht lieutenant, for all its arrogance, could per-
haps be understood: ‘The Russian defences might

have been a row of glasshouses.’

The crossing of thé stéeply banked River Slutsch (or
Slucz), that ran‘south of Minsk, near the small village
of Husyantin, was in response to reconnaissance
reports of movement by enemy columns and goods

alion of Haupsturmfithrer (Captain)
Hajo von Hadeln seized the crossing in a surprise night
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—=P> German advances
—=> Soviet winter offensive
////// Trapped Soviet pockets
-~ Stalin Line

- Frontline, 21 June 1941

= Front line, 9 July 1941
——~ Frontine, 1 October 1941
——— Frontline, 5 December 1941

——— Soviet terrtory regained by
April 1942
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attack, followed by a lightning advance to the village
ouskirts. The Russians, unleashing their firepower,
prepared o regain the bridge. Westland returned the
onslaught with interest. Exceptional” bravery was
demonstrated by six men of 247th Company under
OberjunkerVogel. These thiée Germans, two Dutchmen
and one Dane, ‘renirning from a reconnaissance,
joined in the frag and perished. All of that Sunday in
July the Russians kept up the pressure until the newly
arrived st Mountain Division of the Wehrmacht came to
reieve the beleaguered $S. At this time, a combat
report by 1st Company pinpointed a crucial weakness
in the Germans that was to become all o familiar:
scant knowledge of the fighting terrain. Amid the tall
e fields, Russian snipers could hide
y, and their accurate fire mlllclt{(

corn and m:
themselves effectiy

heavy losses on the (.crmdlw

TORRENTIAL RAIN
The relief of Westland was followed by a change of
weather with sunshife giving way 1o a torrential down-
pour that reduced roads © morasses of mud and
sowed /ang effective advance. When movement was
@ it possible there was a push eastwards on foot for
“four days through heavily wooded terrain. The divi-
sional history — Panzer Grenadiere der Panzer Division
Wiking - recorded the discovery of ‘a great mass of
abandoned Russian equipment, bridled horses and
petrol stores which the Soviet had not been able to
avcuate, It showed clearly that the enemy had n,[&;u[—
edin disorder.”

Elsewhere on the Slutsch near Sataboy; Lﬂe fighting
was bitter and, to make maters éven worse, there was
yet another characteristic swilch in the weather. Here
forces of Germania faced encirclement after stumbling
in heavy fog into some retreating Russian columns. A
timely assault by another company of the regiment saw
“gff the threat. The objective was to cross the neigh-

" bouring river but this plan was in disarray when the

Left: A map of Operation ‘Barbarossa’, and the
subsequent Soviet counteroffensive in the winter of
1941, Wiking were part of Army Group South, attacking
through the Ukraine towards Uman.

Russians blew the bridge. The hour belonged to SS
Sturmbannfiiher (Major) Jorchel, the advance guard
commander, who forthwith mustered the pioneer pla-
ng in inflaable rafis with covering

toon for a cross
artillery fire. Once the advance party had reached the.
opposite bank it was followed by the rest of the battil-~
ion whose assault parties fanned out to reach the'town
while others stormed the surrounding houses to prize

out any enemy lurking there. Meanwhile the Soviets
began digging in cast of Satanov and throwing a ring
of steel around the bridgehead, buttressed at nightfall,
first by air reconnaissance, and then by bombs aimed
at thosg of Germania sill making the ing.

- During the night of 5 July, a temporary bridge was
“sTung across the river which the Russians immediately
wied to bomb. But by midday the bulk of German
forces were across in such numbers as to beat back the
enemy. They were later reinforced by the muscle of two

motorized companies. When there were signs that the
Russians were withdrawing, a fast battalion consisting
of an infanuy and a ‘flak” platoon was dispatchéd in
pursuit. However, the move proved 109 hurkied and, in
the face of mounting casualties, |they were forced 0
withdraw and temporarily go-on the defensive. Their
plight was not helped by severe thunderstorms and

rain which for a while rendered the roads impassable.

Meanwhile, a change of plan was in the proces
being implemented by Gerd von Rundsteds, comman-
“der of Army Group South. Although Army Group

of

South was poised to take the glitering prize of Kiev, he
¢ network, vital for Soviet

perceived that the raik
troop deployment, converged at the major junction of
Uman, further south. This was a valuable communica-
tions centre which had links south to the Crimea; to
secure it became a priority over Kiey, especially when
the Soviet Marshal Semyon Budenny wasunder orders
to concentrate a section of hl;/ln!cfa there. On 10 July,
the German atack in-thie South was unexpectedly
aliered from a puslt incdhe direction of Kiev, to Uman
itself. To assist in the battles around the area, Westland
was switched at speed south to Talnoye, northeast of
Uman with a further battle group dispatched further
cast to Dnepropetrovsk. The SS divisions were
detached from the melée.
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After a series of running battles, a ring of steel was
flung around the area of Uman on 3 August and
trapped within it were three armies, over 100,000 men
with a formidable array of tanks and guns. The pincer
held. 1st linking up with anmoured elements of
4 Hungarian infanuy divisibn, clamped hard on 25
Russian divisions, By?1° Atigust, the Red defences at
Novo Archangelsk were breached and the Uman pocket
ed. By the men of Wiking were learning that this
was not a war that could be conceived in textbook mil-
wiet forces were combatants

nzer,

itary terms. Alongside S
who wore no uniforms and could be of any age. Men
and women served with equal enthusiasm, members of
4 citizen army willing to harass and annihilate its
this

could, even

enemy as bes

destroying its own homes and families in the pm(.u« g

Peter Neumann wrote at that
‘One has to be very careful where one walks since

ne:

the entire countryside is mined. Incautiously opening
adoor may set one of the infernal things off. In some
rything is a booby trap. The magnificent pi

places ev
ol lying on the floor conceals a wire connected to an
explosive cliarge. In the harmless interior of a samovar,
,Ppuf)damudue are hidden, waiting to blow up. J

jars, vodka botiles, even a well, the rope of which one
ter

istempted to pull in order to get a drop of fresh w
~ they are all death traps o be steered clear of.
“Sometimes it* to spot the wires leading to the
acid on the percy
mante the contraption without being dispatched (5 2~
better world. The simplest system is, from saft coter, 1o
o in three or four hand grenades before entering
any building. The explosion seis pFARe booby traps at

e
ion cap. The difficult thing is to dis-

the same time.”
By no means all the ku\ an soldiers

matched the

dedication of their civilian comrades. In those early
days, there were instances of blind panic by the Red
Ay An the aftermath of a tank battle at the town of

Lyoy, the men of Wikingdid not need to take prisoners.

Left: This Waffen-SS man is seen toting an example of the
bestknown German weapon of World War II: the MP
38/40 series of submachine guns, of which more than
one million were manufactured.

meant deliberately |

" ’u:lgu)lfs of Russi
6f Lyov marching towards the rear. Abandoned tanks

Every district they entered was already deserted. The
Russians, along with their dead and wounded, had

even

arried away their spent shell and cartridge ¢
rder by the German advance,

the

Thrown into dis

enemy had fled on foot, in carts and lorries, leaving,

only an overwhelming stink of filth and «lum 1

PROGRESS
Opposition from i
guerrilla groups aside, the progres
tanks over the dusrv roads of the Ukraine from Dubno

vlated pockets of resistance and
of the division’s

1 the outskirts of Zhitomir was relatively unhindered.
And alls 1€ while there were scemingly endless
n prisoners captured in the pocket

and guns cluttered the roads. Peter Neumann again:
“The tanks of the Wiking regiment slither down the
steep roads leading to the banks of the Dnieper.

Behind them at full speed come the armoured TCVs |~

(Troop Carrying Vehicles), filled with troops, and pet-
forming a veritable slalom in their efforts to/avoid the
innumerable shell holes and mmmmfnﬂ men and
beasts that block the road.

The Reds, from the fay 5|de of lhe river, are desper-
ately trying to stem this formidable onrush of tanks

and infantry ..

A continuous barrage, extending for miles, of ack-
ack guns being used as antitanks is firing ceaselessly at
Gar panzers. The latter are regrouping, awaiting the
moment when the pontoons will make it possible for

them 100 to cross the Dnieper
As for us, we cling to the iron uprights of our
armoured TCVs as we head for the bank. We are wait-
ing to get within range before we open fire ...
A hundred yards [100m] in front of us a lorry has
Lating

just overturned and rolls over, prolably elimi
one platoon of the antitank conipany. Thirty men, and
not one escapes. A wotnded man with both legs
crushed begs us 1o f finish him off. There’s no time. The
ground shakes, éverything seems to disintegrate and
disappeir! . A shell has just hit the front of our vehicle
head on. It is a miracle any of us are alive.

There is death on every side. A hurricane of steel
beats down on us as we painfully dig out the remnants




SS-WIKING

of the lorry. Several men are trapped between torn bits
of metal. But it's too dangerous here. We can’t help
them — we are less than five hundred yards [500m]
from the Russian batteries. I

1 suddenly notice that I bhaven't got my MP40 any
more. It's obviously ,bu}aeﬂ under the wreck of the
lorry. I snatch aother machine pistol from the dead
hand of a Rotténfuhrer; whose glazed and staring eyes
can no Tonger see the terrible, mortal struggle all
about us. The MP40 seems terribly heavy. I must have
bruised my arm when the lorry turned over.

While running forward something suddenly occurs
to me. T have no ammunition. God, what a fool! A few
minutes later, taking advantage of a lull, I see a

2

Sturmann who carries an impressive belt slung across >

his shoulders, and T help myself to a handful or) tWo. 1
am now fully equipped for the Dnieper crassing.’
Elsewhere, Wiking forces were dangerously weak,
particularly Nordland, obliged to strengthen a particu-
larly weak bridgehead on the Dnieper, its motorized
infantry impotent/ against strong attacks by Russian
forces that were well prepared. In the area of a small
bndgchefd over the Dnieper at Dnjepropetrovsk there
was/a Soviet artillery school whose cadets, excellent
“ shots with field gun and cannon, had plotted the
entire district thus giving the Russians the edge when
it came to pinpointing German targets. One of
Nordiand’s men wrote:

‘Every morning the Russians rushed the bridgeheac
and tried to crush it. A weight of artillery firemev
before experienced rained down on the defenders’
positions. They fought bitterly, ‘réfusing to yield a
metre of ground. In these days, the Germans, Danes,
Norwegians and Finns gréw together into an exem-
plary European combat team. Morning after morning,
they fought off with great bravery repeated Russians
assaults. They were recognized by their Wehrmacht com-

“rades as the bridgehead's strong supporting pillar in
the uneven battle.’

“The orders given to Wiking were (o extend the

which needed ing at the town
of Kamenka. Under unrelenting artillery fire, units of
Nordland, Westland and Germania crossed the river at
the point of the bridgehead and moved into position.

¢

Right: Once again, the advance guards of ‘Barbarossa’
are shown to be liberators. Obviously lined up for a neat
propaganda shot, these women stand in the forefront of
a notice saying: ‘Hearty welcome. Heil Hitler!”

After briefings from the artillery commander, Maj
General von Roman, divisional orders were/issued for
the attack which took place on 6-7 September and cap-
tured the heights of the town of Kamenka, taking over
5000 prisoners, thereafter stopping Russian interfer-
ence with the bridgehead.

Boosy-TRAP
Onthe day of the auack, three members of the
Division at one point took refuge in a hut directly in
line with the Russian positions. It turned out to be a
well-primed traps; trip wires set off mines and explosive
charges. Panzer Grenadiere der Panzer Division. Wiking im
Bild quotes from an on-the-spot report: ‘The explosion ~
destroys the walls, and causes the hut to collapse.
Company commander and NCO remain ‘under the
rubble lying wounded. Pressure againist the leading
platoon on the left becomes greater. The platoon com-
mander takes his group|back, one ata time under cov-
ering fire. The wounded are taken care of."

The subsequent Order of the Day issued by
Brigadefiihrer (Major-General) Steiner made clear that

« this had been a considerable achievement. In addition

to the prisoners, no less than cight Russian divisions
had been smashed in front of the bridgehead and
other strong forces tied down. Steiner enthused:

“Men of the WIKING Division. Days of difficult fight-
ing lie behind you. In heavy fighting the Division has
repulsed daily enemy attacks, taken Kamenka, cap-
tured almost 5000 prisoners and since then has stood
on the bri as the of
this important position. Oyer-¢ight enemy divisions
have been smashed before the bridgehead and strong
forces tied down. S0’y your resolute defence you have
prepared the-way for our ir comrades o push east from
the Diieper.

. We stand ready for further action with our old
Buhiili i S Gitision ks becoma & syboli ol
the firm bonds uniting all the volunteers within its
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ranks. Whether of German, Dutch, Danish, Norwegian
or Finnish nationality, Division Wiking is for us all an
expression of our unity and common fate. These units
are worthy to take their place in the history of German
soldiery ... I know that the Division will hit the enemy

hard in the coming days'and add to its glory Heil to
you, Kameraden!"

For such! etphoria there was, at this stage of
‘Operation Barbarossa’, plenty of good cause. Hitler
had defied the advice of his generals that the central

drive on Moscow was the overwhelming priority and
had focused on what he regarded as the bread basket
of Russia, the wheat lands of the Ukraine. He reasoned
this to be of more importance than the fall of the

Below: Russian prisoners of war in the early days of
“Barbarossa’, with Wiking troops in the foreground. At
this stage of the operation, many prisoners had been
taken, and there was good cause for celebration.

Soviet capital. The wide

reas of the steppe had pre
sented superb opportunities to the tacticians of the

panzer group of General von Kleist to show off their

paces. The Russians had not reckoned on a pene
tion in such depth, resulting in the sealing off of the

Soviet concentrations at Uman and Kiev, the latter
ranked as the greatest military disaster in| Red Army
history. After Kiey, the industrial city of Kharkov, the

fifth largest Soviet city which was destined to change
hands four times during the war, was first taken by the
Germans on 24 October 1941, using two infantry
armies in pincer movements to the north and south.
But it%vas something of a paper victory: Stalin did
novintend to turn Kharkov into another Kiev and

ordered the abandonment of the city. ‘Barbarossa’,
s heading for victory. He had felt
confident enough to resume the attack on Moscow.

Hitler reasoned, w:

Left out of the reckoning, however, were the twin
spectres of the Russian autumn and winter. They pre:
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sented a form of warfare that the Germans could
never win, a tuth seized on by General von
Greiffenburg, Chief of Staff to the Wehrmacht)s Ty@lfth
Army who commented: ‘The effect of-climate in
Russia is to make things impassabléin the mud of

of sum-

spring and autumn, unbearablé in the hea
thé depths of winter. Climate in

mer and impossible

Russia is a series of natural disasters.

Cuimatic PROBLEMS
Driving rain would strike into faces like steel rods and
churn up the mud, causing any vehicle that ran off the
roads to sink up 10 its axles. At one point movement of
forces was less than 3km (2 miles) a day. As well there
was a shortage of fuel and bread. Rain gave way to snow
which froze the engines of vehicles. Available grea

| and lubricants lacked modern-day cold-

Above
next objective. Waffen-SS soldiers were encouraged to be
ative, which reduced the

A quick briefing before the unit moves on to its

self-reliant and to take the i

impact on a unit if its commander was incapacitated.

properties. More serious was the risk of malfunction by

e or machine gun. Intense cold could make metal as
brittle as glass. Slender firing pins would snap, render-
ing the weapons useless. But the cold weather could
mud of

have advantages. When frost hardened

summer, movement way fously para-

lyzed parts of the front. Streams and lakes frozen by

stored to pr

really hard frost could serve as auxiliary roads which

a

and hard snow

was inyahiable for heavy vehicles. T
proved reasonably bulletproof and, in at least one
1 from ambush.

encounter by Wiking, it saved a pa
An NCO of the Wiking Div
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«d out a reconnaissance

‘A few days ago’we ¢
v zone. It was a beautiful clear

patrol intg e Rus
day. Oivstich days the visibility is quite unbelievable.

One can see literally for miles and every detail is
- Tmention this because it had a

pronounced and cle

bearing on the patrol

From our form-up position we crossed open ground
16 a wide shallow depression. This

was the limit of our first bound. We lay down in this

aking the next bound which was a

1 front of which we

hrough his glasses at a low ridge
would have to pass. He called to me and pointed 6
Ilooked through the glasses
hi sunlight

something on the

and saw it imn Clearly in the brig
long black streaky across the snow; the

f

there w
marks made by a machine grin which had bee

Lef d as he is
about to be interrogated by the Waffen-SS. The rapid
advance throughout the late summer of 1941 brought

A captured Soviet officer looks worri

many prisoners into Wiking’s clutches.

for a long time. Through the glasses I was then able to

pick out a white cloth which covered a hole in the snow

wall of a trench and through which the machine gun
had bee fired

This’was something so surprising as to be com-
pletely abnormal. Ivan had the ability to camouflage
his positions in such a way as to make him almost
invisible and will spend hours removing every trace of
arks which were

his presence. Yet here he had left
takable. Thanks to the slack-

distinet, clear and unm
ness of one Red machine-gun group, the whole posi-
tion, a trench system not marked on our maps, had

been betrayed.”

FRESH OBJECTIVE
The men of Wikin
Schachty, lying 10'the north, which it was essential 1o
take before the winter bit hard. The signs of approach-

d to strike at the area of

prep:

1 troops were obliged

nter were already they

ing v
to disembark from those vehicles that were still mobile
and push them through the mud and snow. The plight
of 14th and 15th Panzer Divisions was especially d

since both were in danger of being seriously over
1y

stretched. All of which was in sharp contrast 10 ca
November, when the Germans had blasted their swhy
forwards with apparent insouciance in the summer
offensives. Now near Rostov, an advance guard of
Westland had to reinforce one of the panzer di
hting it Oktjabrisk, while con

engaged in heavy fi

rmania pushed towards Agrafenowka which
ect line

gents of €

st OF the Tusloff river and in a d

s were harnessing the lat-

was 1o the ¢
north of Rostov. The Russia

est eehmology. showing the initiative they previously

ce of the fast,

had lacked. One sign was the appear
moured T-34 tank, which was bei

reliable and well

increasing numbers as replacements

deployed in ev
for obsolete and thinly armoured vehicles.
But this was a war of strange contrasts. Apart from

their crack armour, the Russians could draw. on=a
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source of military expertise with its origins centuries
before. Thrown into the cauldron would be cavalry
Jossacks and Kalmuks,

whose ranks were drawn from
people who had been born to the saddle and were
highly mobile. Trained to fight as infantry, they used
their mounts to cover vast distances, sometimes towing
Their’shaggy little

light artillery and mortar limbers.
s had one ‘advantage the
¢ to withstand tem-

Kirghil Siberian poni

he ability
30 degrees. On the advance

rmans did not pos

towards the Rostov
Krasnowka, a group of artillery, together with the
forces of Nordland, found themselves facing a startling
ewitness (quoted in European

rea near the tiny village of Nowo-

new phenomenon. An
Volunteers) described the experience:

‘I happened quite by chance to look towards the
3 kilometres [1.25-2 miles] north of
our position. At first I couldn’t believe my eyes. In the
name of heaven, what is that? A closed front of horse-
ormed towards us.

range of hills

men burst forth from the hills and
I nudged Untersturmfiihrer [Lieutenant], Lindn
For a few seconds everyone

r who

yelled “Alarm, Cossacks
was paralysed. Seconds seemed-fike an eternity. But
then the spell was broKen: Untersturmfiiher Lindner
and T each ran o @ gun and finally the first shots
fire. Meanwhile both of the anti-
aircraft vehicles’ MGs begin to hammer. The range
decreases — 700, 600, 500 metres (700, 600, 500 yards].
. A terrible sight. Horses and rid-

roared out in a di

Nowall guns are f
ers plunge to the ground, yet the cavalcade continues
1o storm ceaselessly towards us. By the time they are
100 metres [100 yards] away, the attack has been so
decimated that it no longer poses a serious danger.
Still, 70-80 ks reach our fire position swinging
their Saschka (Cossack sabres) above their heads. The

ot

majority break through and disappear beyond the next
hill; the rest have fallen in battle.

We are still quite numbed when the apparition has
passed. Of the approximately 600 Cossacks, more than

Right: This Kettenrad (chain-wheeled vehicle) was
employed primarily for transporting the Waffen-SS across
sections of particularly rough ground, as shown here in
what appears to be a propaganda photograph.
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800 Tay dead on the batdefield. Interrogation of the
survivors revealed that the Russian commander
thought that the troops in front of him were his own.
By the time he recognized them as Germans it was too
late to turn round, so he decided to try and ride over
us. The destruction of this cavalry regiment belonging
10 Marshal Buddeny’s army was entirely due to'the dev-
astating effect of our shells ..

RosTov ABANDONED

In the dying days of November there was another cli-
matic freak: the weather turned a little warmer but
the cold was replaced by thick fog. The overall situa-
tion was no happier. Kleist's tanks made it to the
mouth of the Don on 21 November, bolstered by the
propaganda machine of Josef Goebbels, which boast-
ed that ‘the gateway to the Caucasus’ had been
opened. According to one Leibstandarte man, the fall
of Rostov was greeted by its inhabitants with ‘tremen-
dous enthusiasm’. As far as the Red Army was con-
cerned, the truth was otherwise. First, the Germans

Above: Rostov on the Don; briefly captured from Soviet
NKVD troops and then abandoned reluctantly by Wiking
in the winter of 1941. It was to change hands twice more
during the war.

had been slowed by antitank obstacles, ditches and

minefields. Wiking troops faced, not Red Army sol-

diers, but their opposite numbers in the Soviet hier-

archy: NKVD troops, the Soviet version of the Waffen-

SS. These men fought hand-to-hand in the streets

where they ripped up paving blocks to serve as thick
i became »

of Molotoy cocktails laced with- phosphorus and

for scores

petrol. Almost every door, concealed booby traps and
tripwires. Pillboxes spat fire amid flamethrowers,
grenades, machine guns, rifles and bayonets. The

Right: Men of the Freikorps Danmark in 1941, a time when
some 500 had volunteered. Those who joined the Waffen-SS
‘were regarded as traitors by the Danes and their pension
rights were removed, a move reversed by Himmler.
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ingwounded were either bayoneted as they lay in
the street or were dragged from troop carriers serving
as makeshift ambulances. Within days the Russians
had driven the Germans out of thie town and they fell
back to defensive positions“across the Mius, leaving
behind piles of dead-Against furious onslaughts,
Leibstandarte aiid-Wiking held on, but it was hopeless.

The severity of the winter had the effect of curbing
the fighting along the entire length of the Russi
Front. Any actions had one characteristic in common:
they spelt actual or potential disaster for the Germans.
In February 1942, the German lines were penetrated
when the Russians launched an offensive with attacks

Below: Members of the Legion Norwegen in the Soviet
Union. Confidence in victory before the year's eid had
led to insufficient winter clothing being ordered, a
problem that afflicted both the Waffen-SS and Wehrmacht.

along the front from Finland in the north to the
Crimea in the south. Northwest of Moscow, the Das
Reich Division, in the thick of the fighting, sustained
around 11,000 casualties and, along with the
Panzergrenadier Division Leibstandarte, was pulled ot
of the line for retraining in France.

Elsewhere that month, attention focuséd on the
sorely threatened Leningrad front. Leningrad, former-
ly St Petersburg, was where Czar Peter the Great had
sunk massive piles into the morass of the Neva estuary,
at the cost of tens of thousands of lives, to build the
fortress, of ‘St Peter and Paul. Then followed the
Kronstadt naval base on one of the hundreds of islands
irfthe Neva delta, and finally, palaces, boulevards and
grandiose squares. But to Adolf Hitler it represented
the hated cradle of Bolshevism to be ‘wiped off the
face of the earth. The further existence of this large
city is of no interest once Soviet Russia is overthrown.”
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reinforced the Fuhrer, was ‘not 1o be
It was Hitler's belief that

Capitulation,
accepted, even if offered’
A, if subjected to relentless terror raids, would

eneral Manst

in, sent to Leftingrad in com-

mand of Army

sroup North,, profoundly disagreed,
believing that any attagk-65i the city had been left too

Jate and was a drain‘on-fesources. He favoured cross-
ing the Neyasoutheast of the city and destroying the
forces Hetween there and Lake Lagoda. Supply routes

would be cut off and the city isolated.

PromisING PROSPECTS
In terms of achievements so far, German prospects
looked promising. First had come the race by the

Wehrmacht through the Baltic states. Four major rivers

had been crossed, wrenching open a gap betyeen the
lakes of Peipus, Pskov and Tlmen. Army Group North

and the iron fists of Sixteenth and Eighteenth Armies

ind General Erich Hoepner's Panzer Group 4 were

poised 1o strike. The two Russian armies, under the
command of General Fyodor Kuznetsoy, were per-

gth, but the Sovie

riously under st

ccived 10 bers
held the advantage in armour, partic
{4237on) KV-1 and 52tonne (51.2t0n) KV
76.2mm (3in) armoured pl
German resources proved inad-

arly in 43-tonne

2 tanks

with their ating. Against

this massive firepow

equate; tank could not be pitched against tank. The

best options involved more caution and included the
placing of explosives and the demolition of tank traps.
These were achieved, but it led to delay, for
Generalleutnant George-t dv's XLE Panzer
the broad Dviry ¥ivet, which was

ns Rein
Corps in its drive fo
eventually reached in early July By the middle of the
1 left to fre

at the

month, Reinhardt, who had b

delay, finally reached the Luga river, the last major
obstacle before Leningrad itself
But it had not been achieved without help. In turn-

Jng to the Finns, Hitler recalled that those te
d suffered after the Winter War with

losses Finl

Russia in November 1939 had been harsh, and so fears

of a wholesale Soviet takeover were widespread.
Forever cynical, the Fiilmr recognized that such fears
g on. Hitler was well aware that 400

1 seconded at the start of World

were worth pla

ns had be

orso F

Above: Men of the Germania Regiment. The failure to win

victory in the East before the onset of winter was a

disappointment to many, not least Hitler. Now the

Waffen-S5 had to fend off both the cold and the Red Ar

War II to 5th SS-Wiking and no time was lost in inform-
ing Finland that action was required to support their
The Commande

formation in the Leningrad area in
Chicf, Field Marshal Mannerheim, showed his inde-

pendence by biding his time. Then a Finnish division

was there 10 besiege Hango on the south coast, while
two corps advanced — one moving north of Lake
Onega and one moving south in a bid to trap Sc

ainst the water/s'edge before the frozen lakes

et

troops ay
could provide an escape route. But the Finns had no

intention of dissipating their forces, of whose weak-

e well aware. Only a total of seven of

nesses they we:
r keenest defi-

theit divisions were at full strength. The
y model of Fi

nish tank was.

ciency was in armour; e

inferior to the Soviet T-
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ATTACK OVER THE LUGA

Amid heavy driving rain on 8 Aug
North burst from its bridgeheads over the Lugas which
formed the outermost line of the Leningrad defences,

Army Group

the city

«If being protected from-the rear by the vast

watery expanses of Lake Lagoda. Army Group North

Above: No amount of intensive barrack-room training for
@ager young Waffen-SS volunteers could prepare them
fully for the iron cold of the Russian Front, and frostbite
claimed many of the ill-equipped Germans.

At one point during the Leningrad siege, men of

managed to secure $ (later )
at the southern tip of the lake; the Finnish' and
German forces were separated by a mere distance of
64km (40 miles).

All the territory which had been lost in the
Russo-Finnish winter war had now been rolled up;
Vyborg was occupied on 29 August, and Terijoki on the
old Soviet-Finnish frontier was occupied on 31 August.
One more push was needed (o reach the Leningrad
suburbs. But Mannerheim now went no further with
his territorial ambitions,

Vordland were patrolling around 1200m (0.

AL tory stretching from the Gulf of Finland
deep into the city itself. Olaf Lindyig; who was the com
mander of No 2 Company and then a young man of
only 25 years old, would recall this episode extremely
clearly after the war!

‘I had been suffering from a touch of berculosis
and [ had been sent for treatment to a hospital in Riga
Dufing that time a whole Leibstandarte battalion had

ved a severe mauling in the Leningrad area. The

recy

reaction of our division was immediate. There was
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cive the order: “Cle:

hardly an hour that we didn’t re
The job was given to 2nd

out those Russians.”
Company, but its commander had been wounded and
Iwas told 1o step in which was a bit daviting because I

was totally unfamiliar with the efrain
The orders were that/wé were not to open the
attack from the’ front,‘but to set up combat and

reconnoitre groups which would be backed by

infantry support. The strength of the patrols, which
were organized by the company commanders, could

some cases be of

range from eight (o ten men or i
platoon strength.
Many volunteered for the patrols and they tended

0 be those who at home were hunting enthusiasts.

Below: A Waffen-SS volunteer during the advance on
Leningrad. Despite the Germans’ best efforts, the siege
of the city would last into 1944, tying down large
numbers of German troops wanted elsewhere.

They were undoubtedly among the best we had. At

first, company commanders led each excursion, but

rly

this was a luxury we soon couldn't afford, particula

atrol was struck by a

when in one disaster an entire p

Russian mine and the whole lot killed.
The Russians had set up a network of outposts and

listening posts and the strength of their stor

1 troopers.

seemed limitless. They seemed to have” plenty of

snipers whose aim was spot on. They would lie for

hours, training their binoculars. They were so sharp

that they could knock a man’s head off the moment he

putit above the trench. The easiest targets were young

Norwegiaf reservists, green and wet behind the ears.

e were so trigger happy that they would sit on the

edge of a trench and blast off their weapons. They
ng.

an

didn’t last Ic
The Rus:
or so bombers at a ti

lery also would send halfa-dozen

me to attack our rear areas. The

best occasion was when two Luftwaffe fighters shot
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down these nuisances and we were able to capture the
crew after it baled out.
When we moved to U

k which was much closer to
Leningrad than our previous position, we had a com-
bat role and the fighting got really nasty. It was now the
turn of the Russians to get jittery because they reck-
oned that this area was particularly vulnerable to our
K, @ subtrban railway

attack. Our position was at U
line ran along a high embankmént. Our trenches were
on the embankment’s forward slope which meant that
they flooded easily during this season of thaw. At one
point we were forced back and the Russians,
secured the trenches. The wet weather

izing

the advantage,
e but the Russians were helped by their

was

Americal

tyle rubber boots which stretched from heel
to crotch. This enabled them to move about more
freely than had been the case with us.

It was decided to open the attack first from above,
rather than head on. Our scouts had come across a
deserted museum building and a 12-man team, armed
with grenade launchers, scaled it rapidly 16 sight the
weapons. Meanwhile we below had spotted a creek

whose waters snaked through to Within sight of the
ns. We followed its length to .. where

Russian posi
we could open up comfortably when our twrmn came.’

TexTBOOK ATTACK
“Coordination for the attack was textbook stuff. The
leader of our a

alt troops fired a Very [flare]

which was the signal for the grenade launchers. The
time was 13:00 hours on 2 May. Our troops on the

ground then opened up with MG 34s, submachine

guns, rifles and hand grenades. For these we had pre-

viously concocted a crude handle to which we atached

five hand grenades in a single bundle. This was tossed
into the enemy's bunkers and trenches. One of our vol-
unteers was half Russian and half Norwegian and soon
he was shouting to the Russians in their own language
t put up their: hands and come out. The heavy

Right: Victims of an artillery bombardment of Leningrad
during the early stages of the siege of the city. The build-
ings in the background do not yet show significant battle

damage, and the trams are still running.
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machine guns were emptied into them as they broke

out of their trenches and ran back towards the city. Tt

was sheer slaughter, a horrific massacre.
I remember five of them who surrendered“They

nens. One was a commiissar who

were miserable spe
had the Communist hammer and sickle on h

elmet.
I remember that he ripped off these and stamped on
them in a blind rage. There were two others with a

gle Norwegian guard in charge
100k up some tobacco to roll himself a cigarette. The
Russians stared at the tobacco hungrily, since they did-
't have any. But in their pouches was some butter. A
gentlemanly swap was agreed The prisoners were also

Atone point our man

persuaded to part with their rubber boots.
1 was anxious to have a look at the trenches, follow-
ing the assault. As I made my way towards them, an

explosion sent me flying. I had stumbled either on a
small mine or bomb, which could have been dropped

n

Above: A Soviet 85mm (3.35in) antiaircraft gun position
in the harbour at Leningrad. As well as the repeated
attacks by the Waffen-SS and Wehrmacht, the inhabitants
suffered the regular attentions of the Luftwaffe.

from an aircraft. 1 lay on the ground and was consciou
enough to see that one foot was dangling on a thread

as best they coulc

Stretcher bearers stuck it together
and I was carried to the company first aid post and

then various hospitals and a numbef-of operations in
Germany. I was out of the was, Fliroughout my service

I have o say that, evenh if the toughest conditions

medical facilities were f

Right: In the ruined outskirts of Leningrad, a Waffen-S5
e positions with his

observer scans the Russian front
binocular periscope. Using a binocular periscope
enabled the user to judge distances.
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HEAT AND INSECTS

Late in February 1942, the men of the Norske
Legion had been summoned to the task of holding
the Leningrad Front. Converging in their Junkers
Ju52 transports, their remif was 10 plug a front that
stretched to Lake Lagoda; which was already but-
essed by the Lafsian legions and the Flemish bat
talions as well 4s a Spanish volunteer infantry
sion. The ability of the Norwegian fighters to resist
the worst of the cold climate was indeed a major
advantage, but this did not solve their problems
entirely, as there were still the inevitable snipers’
duels and clashes with scout parties.

‘The first offensive would involve an assault troop
of a few dozen men. These fighters launched a hit-
and-run attack in the area of the ruined town, of
Kiskino on the Neva river. This was within distant
sight of the city of Leningrad. Withdrawal (o tem-
porary reserve behind the Constantinovka lines was
then followed by a march to new objectives which
had been chosen dlorig the Leningrad Front, name-
Iy the positions of Hill 66 and the town of Pulkovo.

Constant fire was exchanged with the enemy by 4th
. Company, which was under the command of
" Haupsturmfihrer (Captain) Berg.

There was increasing worry at the varying move-
ments of the Russian troops which, it was felt, most
likely pointed to an imminent attack. Reliable intel-
ligence on this area was lacking. The decision to
send out a raiding party proved disastrous. The
party stumbled into a field peppered with incs,
where Berg was killed, and those whéstirvived were
easily picked off with artillery fire.

As 50 often throughout the eastern offensive,
changes in the weather proved almost as effective
a foe to the Germans as the opposing combatants.
With the approach of summer, the Norwegian tal-
‘ent for survival in a cold climate was now no
longer relevant. Major adversaries in the swampy
terrain from Leningrad to the Volkov river were
the heat and the attendant mosquitoes. The
Norwegians, fighting with comrades in the Latvian
Legion, took the full brunt of a renewed Russian
offensive. There was a on the whole futile bid by

n

the Norwegian 14th Anti-Tank Company to halt the
advances of the heavily armoured T-34 and '
tanks. The Norwegians’ 8.7cm (1.46in) guns proved
hardly a match for those of a Soviet Army that some-
times gave the impression of moving at will through _, |

the German lines.

Completely on his own initiative, Oberschafihrer
(Sergeant) Arnfinn, chief of a two-gun antitank battery
which was stationed a few miles behind the lines at
Constantinovka, swifily took up blocking positions with
his command near Novo Panovo. After the abandon-
ment of one gun; yet another was hauled into a firing
position ‘and a sizeable Red Army infantry advance was
held/off until there was relief from a German police
battalion. With the German troops counterattacking
from the front, and in the meantime the Norwegians
and Latvians moving in on the flanks, Soviet penetra-
tion forces were beaten off. Within 24 hours, the front
lines had been restored and a substantial number of.
prisoners had also been taken.

As the months wore on, the Norske Legion was seen
increasingly as the Wehmmacht’s fire brigade; being sent
to plug trouble wherever it brokelont. In addition, dur-
ing the closing weeks of 1942, the 14th Anti-Tank
Company acted as the saviour of the Spanish Blue

Division, which was now in severe trouble on the east-
ern part of the Leningrad Front. The action was at its

_ fiercest near Krasny Bor, where one Norwegian battery

was encircled by a wave of Russian tanks and then
forced to spike its guns and flee to the woods. Under
cover of darkness, the men of the battery slipped back
to the command post of 2nd SS Infantry Brigade and,
along with the 75cm (295in) gun crew of 14th
Company, stemmed the Soviet advance in a successful
bid to case the plight of the Spanish SS.

But all too soon for the men of Wiking came a fresh
assignment in new territory. This fresh assignment was
10 be the unenviable, sk of spearheading the attack
on the oilfields of the Caucasus.

Right: This Norwegian Unterscharfiihrer (Senior
Corporal) displaying one variant of his country's sleeve
badge. The Norwegians were perhaps at an advantage
over their German comrades, being used to cold winters.
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CHAPTER FOUR

Hll.ler's

dwarfed by the disaster (%f Sﬁllngﬁd v

vhich, énded the dream of pushing

the enemy into the Volga. 'Nae Fith

Kharkov before the launch of ihesun;md' offensive in the Kursk salient.

d major strikes to secure

oth sides on the long and bloody Eastern Front
an totally exhausted by the opening of the sec
nd year of World War 1L The winter fighti
Hitler dear

) 162 combat divisions in the East, only 8

A Wemachi report revealed th

wable of offensive missions. The 16 armoured divi-

s could call on just 140 serviceable tanks, less than

a single division. Service

Yet Hitler re

ng that his army, however depleted, had

normal allotment for

worale

ned

had never been lower

oyant, a

sunvived the century's coldest winter. Bolstered by the
«t that he had assumed the position of Commander
addition to

Army in Supreme

Armed Forces

Chief of the

smmander of the hé Fihrer pro-

posed to concentrate all his resomcés in the south and

ccure the oil of the Caucasts? Just before the start of
¢ told General Friedrich
1 1 do not get the

offensive! I
of Sixth Army

Paulus, commande
il of Maikop and Groznyy then I must end this war

fe argued that possession of these oilfields — tf
Maikop fields alone produced annually tw alf

illion tons of oil - would serve to block the last main

and-a

Left: The 5em (1.96in) mortar, shown being primed in

was the leGrW 36 ve

this pictus o, lighter ¢

of its fellows. Its effectiveness in combat proved |

nd so it was gradually withdrawn,

route via the Caspian Sea and the Volga over which oil

was able to reach central Russia,

FREsH PLANS
Envi One arm

{ Stalingrad

d was a two-pronged offensive

would be extended eastwards in the area

1o obliterate Soviet forges between the Don and Volga

rivers, while the other would arrow towards the

Caucasus. The proposal was greeted with scepticism by

the army chiefs because of the distances involved: the

two prongs, it was argued, would be too far apart o
Chicf of Staff Frank Halder
pointed out that the Welwmacht and Waffen-SS were

short of half a million men for so ambitious a task. All

support one another

thrust aside
Sccuring the oil supplies was everything. My generals

* Hidler declared.

reservations were contemptuously
Kknow nothing of economic warfare
ew offensive went ahead. As for man

ndilked the Allies.

additional forces.

Plans for the

1an High Con

power, the Ger
satellites and foreign volunieers for
Above all, Hitler seizdd on the track record of the
Waffen-S5 to carry‘out a substantial expansion. Further
plans included withdrawing the Nordland regiment
from Wiking and using it as a cadre for a new SS divi-

SS-Lreiwilligen-Panzengrenadier-Dy Nordland,

sion, ision

ns with

This was a cocktail of existing Germanic leg;

western and southeastern European volunteers
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For Himmler, the new division looked like being the
latest toy of the Reichsfiidrer-SS. Himmler had burrowed
ent tomes and had comé up with the
name of Warger (Varagian). The Varagians, he earnestly
explained to anyone wha earéd to listen, were Norse
rovers who, in the 9th and 10th centuries, had invaded
and colonized miieh of Russia. They had penetrated as

among his anc

far as Constatitinople, where for the next five centurics
a ‘Watagian Guard’ had been part of the household
troops of the Byzantine emperors. But Hitler, to the
extreme chagrin of the Reichsfiihier-S
interest in cither Varagians or Byzantine nabobs. The
11th Division was dubbed Nordland; filled out with,

, evinced scant

besides Wiking men, cthnic Germans from other units.
and recruits from Hungary.

EsTONIAN VOLUNTEERS
A follow-up was the attachment to Wiking of a healthy
number of Estonians. At first, Himmler had scruples

about the formation of SS units consisting of

ETIENG

“Povorino

Pallasovka

. \Ketskaya
Sz 1 eKachalinskaya

7

5y
e oy

© sacksea a3

Above: The German summer offensive of 1942, driving
towards the oilfields of the southern Caucasus after the
capture of Rostov on the Don. However the terrain and
Sff Soviet defence slowed the Germans’ progress.

n

stonians,

and possibly Latvians and  Lithuanians
While admitting that the idea was ‘enticing’, he saw i
at first as being fraught with great dangers, not least
because of the dubious racial strains he detected
among natives of Baltic states. But the urgent need foy,
manpower overcame these objections and it was 41t
long before the Reichsfiihrer-SS was changing Hiis tune
and tapping into the strong pro-C
among Estonians. Their country had been assigr
the Soviet sphere of influence through an agreement
between Germangand Russia in 1939. In the following
year Estonia had been taken over entirely by the USSR
However, shortly after the start of ‘Operation
Barbarossa’ the Germans had taken control of the ter
ad joined in the fight
ks,

man sentiment
d 10

ritory and local irregular forces |

Himmler was

against the Russians. Within we

proudly displaying impres
more than 200 Germans and 700 Estonians were witl
in the Estonian Legion. Within four months, the figus
for Estonians had swollen to 6300 and there waya Wl
come addition of 15,000 Latvians. An assefitbled group
of Estonian candidates undergoing, Waffen-SS training
were inspected by the Reichsfithir who declared: “The
Estonians really belong)tb the few races that can, aftcr

recruitment figures

the segregation of only a few elements, be merged with
us without any harm to our people. A nation of
900,000 Estonians cannot survive independently. As a
vacially related nation, Estonia must join the Reich’
Sufficient recruits were assembled at the German train-

ing camp at Debica in Poland to form three battalions
The result became 1st Estnische SS-Freiwilligen
Regiment (Ist Estonian SS Volunteer
Regiment) of $$-Panzergrenadier-Division Wiking, brigad-
ed in May with the addition of two regiments. T
ti-partisan ope

an

he

brigade was at first employed on :
tions within Estonia but was to find iiself involved in
what became an all too familiat”fire-brigade” role.

In Julya triumph46# the Germans was the recapture

of Rostov on'tle-Dort. On this occasion the Russians
had lost heatt and, in panic, had abandoned the city
Stalih meted out a terrible revenge to the Soviet gen
crals and officers concerned; there were mass arrests
and mass exccutions. Another boost had come at the
end of June; Russian forces had taken the full impact
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of General Hermann Hoth's Fourth Panzer Army,
atacking from east of the city of Kursk. Ahead of the
Wehrmacht and placed strategically on the Don was the
industrial city of Voronezh that controlled road; rail
and river traffic into central Russia from thewest and
south. Still further south lay the’fet unconquered
regions of the Ukraine and bejoiid that, the Caucasus.
Here the men of Wiking fought in entirely novel battle
conditions. In the north there had been flat roads and

open countryside, but by contrast the country south of
{h¢ Don contained some 190km (300 miles) of steppe.
Orossing the steppe was the first stage before traversing
one of the world’s most formidable mountain chains,
stretching between the Black and Caspian seas. It was a

formidable Russian defence

scemed numerous. Countless large and small rivers
flowed from the Caucasus into both seas, presenting
bstacles which an experienced enemy could hold

Above: If it was not the snow, it was the thaw, and then
the inevitable mud. This Wiking truck, seen in Russi

in
carly 1942 was, like so many others in the German fleets,
totally unsuited to this terrain.

with comparatively weak forces. In his Furopean
Volunteers, Peter Strassner describes territory which in
the early summer was in total contrast to that which the
men of Wiking had experienced in the Ukraine ‘where
the villages were prettier, the roads better and the
countryside was covered withi ‘golden corn and red
tomato fields'. As they progressed, troops were allowed
to pause briefly, gorgé on fruit and slake their thirst
against the effects of the hot, dusty climate.
Adrossing in inflatable craft was made of th

50km.
(563-mile) long Kuban river, which rose in the moun-
tains of the Caucasus flowing northwest into the
swampy delta before the Sea of Azov. Nordland, whose

n
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progress so far had been with Germania, peeled off to
take the key railway junction of Krapotkin, where on 7
August a Russian withdrawal was_reported. The
Division, at the head of LVII Panzer-Corps, and under
the command of Felix Steirfér; arrowed southwest in

the direction of Tuapse, This was followed by penetra-
tions northwest @nd southwest of the Maikop region.
In their rétreat, the Russians had abandoned guns and
vehicles but the: ©
recover them in their headlong rush. The eventual
conquest of the oilfield had its ludicrous aspect. The
German High Command had ordered that a group of

¢ was no time for the Ge

mans

oil specialists and technicians was to follow the forces
into the Maikop ficlds and ensure the maintenance of
production. This motley group proved to be only of
ance value and led Peter Strassner d fecore

nui
‘What a strange frontline unit! The company, without

nto a Russian

any exper
ambush in the Giaginsk
was no oil produced during the divi-
Zarea.” This was hare

ience of combat, prompily t
ja arca and wi

re shot up. In

any case, the
sion’s stay in this’s

since the-Russians had previously made a point of

desitoying most of the equipment.

Prominent among the SS men in pursuit of the enemy

was a battalion of Finns who had been incorporated

he previous year into the Nordland regiment and had

been assigned to Wiking Division. Earlier in the yea
officers had attended the S funkerschiile Tilzin B
and the Battalion was now re-equippedawith the newest
The Finr ¢

Lincjuaja, helping to scatter VIT Soviet
Corps whos
and mountai

armed vehicles.

went into action at

i

ds Cavalry

contingentd melted into the rugged forest
of the Caucasus. This was followed by

fresh anxiety. A member of Westland on guard duty in

__the area of Dadrow:
 activity by those who had fled 10 the protection of thes
The

kaja was soon reporting renewed

same mountains.

were signs of defences being

Left: A stuck Wiking motorcycle and its load in the mud
caused by the spring thaw on the Eastern Front. Two
Wiking troopers try to lift the vehicle out of the mud’s
embrace. Note the SS numberplate.

dug in the passes and increased activity by par

who were ambushing munitions and suppl
August, the tanks of Generaloberst (Colonel-General)
Ewald von Kleist’s First Panzer Army were in sight of
Mozdok, in the east of the Caucasus, around 80km (5
miles) from Groznyy, where all forces were uiged to
make the final push. A hastily ass
zen army, however, had begun building. pillboxes,
ntitank obstacles.

mbled Russian citi-

miles

of trenches, anti-infantry and
There the Germans were halted and they were to

remain there thrigugh the autumn and winter. It was

this winter ‘which struck at Norwegian volunteer
Ormil Bjornstadt of Germania, who was positioned

“with his platoon on a stretch of high ground which was

located in the eastern Caucasus.

“When I setled down for the night in my foxhole

which was on a hillock, it was

raining hard. The tem-

perature dropped and the water trapped in the fox- |

hole iced ov

while I slept. When T awoke it was irof

hard and 1 was

terally frozen to one WII”.’ L géillr[u]
move atall and my left side was totally patalysed. There
not far away where eatfier the
an attack by mortars which did plenty of damage,

© had been

was a bunkes

Killing our company commander and wounding a lot
of our men. Because of that there were doctors around
and one managed 1o get to me after he heard me
yelling. The only way to get me down the hillock was
astride a motorcycle combination and I was bumped

along until we reached a small town which had a ha
enior Communist

pital and hydro originally us
officials and now occupicd by us.

It was luxury o be between clean white sheets and
the treatment was marvellous. There was Norwegian

staff, including nurse
arrived and then 1 became crippled with theumatism
15 able to be sent back

I was in high fever when I

and it was a full month before I

to my unit which was in sight of a small Georgian vil-
lage near the town“of Osnokitsa. This was wooded
country. The ‘Elbrus, the highest mountain i

the

‘aucasus région, towered above us. We set up a bunker
1 ain‘abandoned house, establishing our mortar posi-

tions with infantry support, mine was near a creck —
ideal because beyond was flat land leading to the vil-
lage and it was good for observation.
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Twas not on night duty at that time which was lucky
One night there was a Russian scout patrol right in the
path of my mortar position. Our men opened up. Next
morning 1 discovered the body of a Russian officer
slumped across my bunker. He had been caught in &
ne-gun fir

ery active, striking out from the vil-
lage again and again, mostly by day, The latest mortar
grenades were very effective. They would land on the
flat then proceed to bounce up into the air before
exploding with a deadly cascade of shrapnel splinters.

When we took Red Army prisoners we put them to
good use, mostly in digging trenches. I remember
oné wretched lad who was quivering with fear when
we took him. He looked desperate and told me he
wanted to be my friend. I took pity on him and put
him to work as the company’s cook. He had that job
for about three months before I turned him loose to
get back to his own lines. What happened to him after

at I don't know.’

On the wider front, a new obsession gripped Hidler.
As well as intent on securing the Caucasus, he was also
focusing on the capture of the city of Stalingrad, the
key rail and river transpoit ¢entre on the Volga's west
bank. But before that there nother worry. The
Russians weré building up powerful forces to attack on
a sector of the river Donetz and the Germans lacked
the strength to hold them back. The spearhead of the
key thrust was in the hands of LieutenantGeneral
Markian Popov’s Armoured Group which, after pene-
wating Krasnoarmeyskoye, was hell bent on reaching
Stalino (later Donetsk). As taut as coiled springs were
145 T:34s and a further 267 tanks waiting to lead the
atack. The situation was assessed coolly by Man:
facing Popov was XL Panzer Corps of
Henrici, 7th and 11th Panzer Divisions and p
33rd Infantry Division, newly arrived from France.
Then had come the ordey to Wiking to race from the
Caucasus to combat the threat presented by Popoy.

Right: A Waffen-SS machine-gun crew in action in the
Soviet Union. These men would have been familiar with
the 7.92mm (3.1in) MG 34 and MG 42, both excellent
machine guns firing around 750 rounds per minute.

THE CAUCASUS
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“STALIN ORGANS’

Wiking was told to switch from the Cau in
response to a teletype message which read; ‘The
Commander WIKING Div: The entire Army_looks to
your Division. You have the task of pating the way for

the Army towards Groznyy. | expect your armoured
spearhead to be at Ssagopschin this evening at 18:00
hours, signed von Kleist.” Although Ssagopschin was
indeed captured, this did not lead to the desired break-
through towards Groznyy. Steiner advocated the
seizure of what he saw as a far more important objec-
tive. Without securing the mountain city of Malgobek,
there could be no guarantee that the forward echelons
of Wiking would be able to hold their positions. The
attack on the Malgobek ridge would be the responsi-
bility of Germania on the south slope, with Westland
erve. On the night 4/5 October, the

serving as a res
units moved into the assembly area, and the attack

Above: In the summer sun of 1942, these men of the
Wiking Division in Russia are seen preparing a 15cm
(5.9in) SiG 33 gun for firing at the enemy. That month
had seen the capture of Voronezh on the Don.

began at 04:30 hours. Above the SS echelons a bank o
Stukas screeched above the city, whose western arca:
were secured. But the Germans barely had time tc
breathe before the Russians riposted yith a heavy tank
attack along the Grusinischen highway. On Germania’
southern flank came fire f76m Nordland, slowing the

Soviet advance. A Ditisional messenger reported in his
diary on 29 Septémber: ‘A damned shitty mess in these
days. Wellack heavy artillery and above all air support
The right flank is open, it is reported — according to
statements by a deserter, there is only an enemy secu
rity force there. We are terribly filthy. The little coffec
is scarcely worth drinking."




The Rus
deployed cast of Malgobek, reinforced by the multi-
d rocket-propelled mo

on o be

ns brought up a fresh d

barrelled batteries that fi

ars

with devastating effect and which thie Germans nick-

ed Stalinogen (*Stalin organs’) beca

nay of their

sound. Peter Strassner assessed the situation bluntly
‘Continuing with the attack under these conditions
the initiative

would haye béen senseless, since

appeared o hav
there were insuffi

passed to the Soviets. In any case,

nt German forces to carry out a

large scale operation against distant Grozyy.’

pade by the Finnish. Bassalion,

One wo

which, working with Nordland, was ordered to take the
commanding height of Hill 701 which lay behind

Malgobek and which small units had unable to reachi.

Asigned to the latest attempt w
Obersturmfiihrer

s an assault ploop

under the command of Tauno

Pohjanletho. Mortar and heavy weapon support came

THE CAUCASUS

assault on

from 12

ompany, whereas backing for the

the hill itself was provided by a panzer company. The
firepower from the Russians was merciless, but the
it ely without an

ck by the Finns, launched delibe

artillery barrage, came as a surprise. Pohjanletho’s
men put three antitank guns out of action with haid

grenades. Three T3
As the attack wore on, Finn casualtie

45 were set on fire by the panzers
mounted, along
with those of the men of Nordland. The bid for the hill

became a matter of close

1ge conflict between tanks

At the end of it all, the Soviets were forced to transf

their main. thyusis further south.. It was scant. consola-

tion fort what was happening elsewhere.

Below: SSGruppenfiihrer (Lieutenant-General) Felix
Steiner (centre, with peaked cap) seen here with senior
Staff of Wiking. St

Hausser, who described him as ‘Himmler’s baby

er incurred the jealousy of General
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Wiking faced a fierce crisis when it became clear that
it was increasingly difficult to hang on (o its gains at
Ssagopschin, let alone press foryard. A breakout
entailed a forced march southwirds towards Alagir, a
loss of valuable time. Subsegiently upgraded o 5th S5-
P anzngrm(bdwl)lvu{mr’Wukmg, Slcmers force now
faced i
units of thé NKVD who fought with a ruthlessness that
the Wigffen-SS could both recognize and respect. By the
end of December 1942 the Germans were obliged to
pull out of the Alagir area entirely. Around this time,
Hitler’s illusions about the likely course of the war were
seemingly shared by General of Infantry Kurt Zeitzler,
the new Chief of the Army General Staff who, in.a_
meeting with Steiner, expressed confidence in the yay
in which the German offensive was being conducted.

However, the same could not be said for Franz
Halder, Zeitler's predecessor, who had been sacked for
daring to question that which he called Hitler’s ‘patho-
logical over estimation of his own strength and crimi-
nal under estimidtion of the enemy's’. Halder had
faced the Supreme Commander with some inconve-
nieht facts. According to a reliable report, Stalin was

* il able to muster a total of from one to one-and-a-
quarter million fresh troops in the region north of
Stalingrad and west of the Volga, not to mention halfa
million men in the Caucasus. Furthermore, Russian
output of frontline tanks amounted to around 1200a .
month. Halder later recalled: “Hitler flew at the, man
who was reading [the report] with clenched fists, and
foam in the corners of his mouth and forbade him
read any more of such idiotic. waddle. With the
removal of Halder and his réplacement by Zeitler - ‘-
tle more than the Fiihier's office boy', as described by
the American writer William Shirer — any effective

to the Supreme C melted away
10 become a total silence.

Hitler’s plan was for Sixth Army under General
Friedrich Paulus to slice through the north of
Stalingrad, to be followed by General Hermann Hoth
striking from the south. The final assault would be by
Paulus’s army sweeping in to push the remaining
Russian defenders into the Volga. It was true that the
Germans succeeded in capturing 90 per cent of the

city, but the remaining 10 per cent allowed the
Russians 1o launch their crucial counteroffensive.
Stalingrad’s agony stretched over two months, during
the course of which the city became — in the words of _
an officer of 24th Panzer ‘an_ enormaoris
cloud of burning blinding smoke ... a vast furnace lit
by the reflection of the flames’. Sick; frozen and
demoralized Germans were forced to eat the brains of
dead horses just to survive. At the end of January 1943,
the Sixth Army xhgﬁ]ed out into almost certain death
in the Russign“prisonerofwar cages. Only 5000 of
these men would ever see their homeland again.

ivision —

- No Respire

By now, German-held territory was so dramatically
overrun that it threatened the lines of communication
of Army Group Don, which included Hoth’s Fourth
Panzer Army. Suddenly, Rostov was assuming the
importance once attached to Stalingrad. More thay
one-and-ahalf million men stood at risk. Stunied and
bludgeoned, the Axis divisions were forced (o fall back
in the direction of the Dnieper whilé Russian armics
poured into the Donetz Basin.

Wiking, which was soon due to be under the com
mand of SS-Brigadefiihrerand Generalmajor der Waffen-SS
(Major-General) Herbert Gille in succession to Felix
Steiner, who had been appointed to command 111
_Panzer Corps, had to face the truth that on the castern
Caucasus, the operation against Groznyy had been a
total failure. Movement in the Black Sea coast sector
was out of the question. Hitler's forces there were now
immobilized due to lack of manpower and also, now
predictably, the rigours of the Russian winter. On 14
February, Rostov had to be abandoned, and the city
was entered by — among others ~ Soviet Military
Council  Member ~ LieutenanéGeneral
Sergeyevich Khruschey, who' Teported to Moscow
‘Over Rosto, the citidel of the quiet Don, the vic
ous Red Soviet pannzr once again proudly flies.’

RighiObservation being carried out by a member of
Germania on the Russian Front in the summer of 1942.
This was the year in which Hitler ordered simultaneous
operations against Stalingrad and the Caucasus.
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THE CAUCASUS

as in the throes of &
to dislodge the enemy” from
Krasnoarmeyskoye in the Ukraine. The Soviets were
not the only enemy. Desperate! fatigue came once
again to plague the Division and its components worn
out by the heavy demands of fighting in the Caucasus,
on the Don and on the Mius. But the signal from
Mansteiri brought no respite: ‘Strong enemy — Popov's
Armioured group — advancing across Donets at Izyum
in southerly direction towards Krasnoarme
Wiking will wheel to west immediately. Objective:
down Popov's Armoured Group.” Popov's spearheads
had swept south in a powerful thrust, creating a dan-
gerous gap between First Panzer Army and Army
Detachment Lanz. Wiking and XL Panzer Corps had a
ting the thrust at certaifi points.
ndinavian and Dutch volunteers from Nordland,
sstland bunched together in a bid to
spearheadsand press them together, but
how long, in their deeply weakened

one point by around 12 tanks with mounted infa
which were shot up in the village of Rovny. A Stuka

assault on one of the enemy positions nearly ended in

disaster when an advancing SS company was in
of being annihilated; ts aerial recognition signal saved
Ornolf Bjornstad’s Germania battalion dug in to aid

the battle against Popov's advancing forces
‘I had returned from leave to rejoin my unit on'the
Kalymken Steppe in the Ukraine and it was
cold. Fighting was extremely difficult for both sid
because the weapons became frozen stiff. Our mor-
tars were more or less all Fight but our machine guns
hopeless. We constantly had to rush into a nearby
abandoned house to heat them. Luckily, we were well
rved with warm clothe articularly furs and over-
s. Nevertheless, there were the inevitable casual-
ties from frostbite.

Left: Hauptsturmfiihrer (Captain) Oeck stands proudly

with a Wiking crewmember before his Marder II tank

destroyer, in July 1942. The Marder used the captured
17.62cm (3in) gun on a Panzer IT chassis.
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Left: A rare moment of reflection for this member of
Wiking in Russia in July 1942, During May, the Red Army
had once again gone over to the defensive as the
Germans launched their summer offensive.

We were no longer in a defensivé position. We were
urged forward and ordered fo attack ceaselessly
because of the threat from Popov’s forces which were
trying to drive a wedge between us and some Italian
und Romanian troops.

Although we were motorized, our lorries frequently
seized up in the cold, so were obliged to abandon
them and where possible blow them up. This meant
piling as many men as we could into a single lorry
which was an added hazard on the icy roads.

When we reached the Donetz we dug in at a point
on the river with the Russians on the other side direct-
v opposite us, but their’s was partly a wooded area and

Above: The Caucasus proved to be difficult going for the
units of Army Group A, which included Wiking. The lack
of roads, hilly terrain and fast-flowing mountain streams

hindered the Germans’ progress.

we couldn’t see them properly. We sent out scout
patrols but the Germans were often no good because
they were not natural hunters and seemed incapable of
moving silently. |

Among the prisoners we topk“were four Tartar
renegades who said they would-be willing to work for
us 50 we set them to- dig trenches. They shared the
same bunker, as ‘& Wehrmacht artillery group where
loaded machine pistols were hung on a post
Oxernight the Tartars seized the weapons and sfaugfi-
teved everyone in the bunker. Then they melted badk.

into the Russian lines. We were forbidden to have any

more prisoners in the front line after that.
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That line was at the edge of these woods which

were heavily mined and patrolled day and night by J S5
the Soviet scouts. Our intention was to attack west 3 oS
but before we could move we had to deal with these &2 i 332

2 J

Ivans whose command post and billets were in a near- A 3}
by village. At this time we got a new commander who
came to us from Westland and ordered an immediate
allout assault.

As we advanced, we were puzzléd by what seemed
all of a sudden to be halfhearted Russian defence.

Above: Herbert Gille, who replaced Felix Steiner as the
commander of $S-Panzer-Division Wiking, seen after his
promotion to Gruppenfiihrer (later SSObergruppenfiihrer)
und der Waffen-SS (Li ).

Right: An advance by Wiking armour in July 1942. A lot
seemied to be going right for the German forces, with the
capture of Voronezh on the Don, and further triumphs
for Hoth’s panzers o the southwest.
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Th
artillery, When we got within attack distance — some
100’0 200 metres [100-200yd] — we found out why.
Around a dozen tanks came roaring out where 2nd
Company was positioned on the left. Our comrades
there had no chance. The tanks drove over them.
They were crushed to death. My company survived
because we happened to be concealed in a hollow ori
the right Through his binoculars our commander saw
the attack and soon our 8.8 [3.46in] camons were in
position and we got many of those’ Russian tanks
through their turrets.

A runner who had managed to get near the village

r troops. séemed content to let off only light

from a small valley on our right alerted us to a small
machinegun post. We peeled off from the attacking
tanks and made for the sector in an all-out push, firing
‘all the way from a small dry culvert and capturing the
machine-gun post. I have wo abiding memories of that
time. One was the sight of a junior officer of ours run-
ning like hell and shootig at the same time. Then he
got a bullet through the head. He turned round 180
degrees before he fell but until he hit the ground he
didn’t stop firing.

Above: Another advance by Wiking forcés through
verdant countryside in the summer of 1942. Alongside
the panzergrenadiers is a Panzer III, which by this stage
was becoming increasingly outdated as a combat tank.

Then there was this gigantic haystack in our path
There would have been nothing unusual in that if the
haystack hadn’t suddenly started to move and from it
emerged this T-34. The tank drew level with the village
cemetery and it was from there that a young
Obersturmfiikrer (Lieutenant) appeared, suddenly rush-
ing forward and slapping a magnetic mine on the tank

A bit later I was crouching in the culvert with my
mortar in position behind me and through my
binoculars I could see the enemy bunched ahead
They made a fine target, patticularly one cannon

had my eye on. I was just about (o line up the ¢
non when there jveré a number of loud “pings” by
the side of lme and, thinking they were Russian, |
rolled over to get out of the way as fast I could. Then
1 saw the muzzle of this 7.5[cm (2.95in)] antitank
cannon but not before I had taken the full force of
powder on the cheek from the muzzle blast. Our
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man who had fired had concentrated on lining up
the enemy through his telescope and had not seen me.
Iwas angry because he had shot up the gun T had want-
ig time after that.

ed for myself. 1 was stone deaf for along

Next, we could see the Rassians retreating at speed
up the slope of a hill. So-we fought our way into that by
now abandoned sillage and had a brief rest. Then one
of our Oberstirmfiihrers appeared, asking to see me.
After congratulating me warmly, he told me that T had
been granted a special place on an officers’ training
course at Bad Tolz. But I told him that I'd had enough,
having volunteered only for one year, but in fact had
stayed on for two and a half. He protested that I would
be leaving some good comrades behind and maybe we,
could discuss the whole thing over a bottle of cognac.
When that was finished he gave a broad grin and, con-

fessing his joke, produced from his pocket’a shoal of
documents. They were my discharge papet

As soon as [ was able, I made the difficult journey
home via Germany and on to Norway but not before
1learnt that we fiad helped to stem General Popov's
advance.’

Popov SLoweD

But this, it turned out, was now hardly sufficient, par-
ticularly as Popov had succeeded in cutting the railway
from Dnepropetrovsk to no and was itching to
push still further south to Mariupol on the Sea of Azov,
It was an advance that had to be halted. The men of
Nordland, Germania and Westland who had survived the
fighting in the Caucasus, on the Don and on the Mius,

were in no physical condition to move at speed. In
addition, there was a chronic shortage of armour.
From his position south of Krasnoarmeyskoye,
Obergruppenfihrer (General) Gille employed a clever
ruse that could have had its origins, not in a 20th cen-
tiry war, but in the more primitive skirmishes of the
old American West. Success depended on skilful and

flexible gunnery. Ceaseless searching and sweeping
fire from the batteries, suggesting there was massive

Below: Reichsfihrer-SS Heinrich Himmler watchi
demonstration of armament capability by SS-Division
Wiking around September to October 1942. The event is
being photographed for propaganda purposes.
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firepower behind it, badly rattled the Russians, who
had the impression that their enemy was present in

greater numbers than in fact was the case. Popov's

advance slowed, giving Wiking the chance to strike at
Krasnoarmeyskoye from east and southeast. The sorely

needed assistance came from 7th Panzer Diision

which had been holding the town of Slavyansk. It was
allowed to evacuate and moye mto the Krasno-
armeskoye area, while further forces from the area
were freed for action. Stalin’s intention had been that
his armies would reach the Dnieper (o prevent cross-
ad annihilate Manstein's

s,

ings by the fleeing Germa
Army Group in an operation to rival Stalingrad. It was
a-dream soon to be shattered by the add

onal inter-
vention of Fourth Panzer Army whose corps drove
towards the retreating Russians, encircling them for
annihilation before they reached the Donetz. It put

paid to six tank corps, ten rifle divisions and half-a-
dozen independent brigades and had been aided by

ive of Gille and of Wiking.

the sleight of hand inil

Above: Grenadier volunteers like these men from Wiking
in Russia in October 1942 fought well, but discontent
was seething in the ranks, due to the cavalier treatment
meted out by their German Waffen-SS superiors.

All attention was soon focusing on the threat ©
Kharkov. Between 11 and 15 March there was vicious
streetfighting to secure the beleagured city with a
heavy toll on the resources of Leibstandarte, Das Reich
and Totenkopf before the latter enveloped the area to
the north of a city that had been destined to see-saw
between German and Russian ascendancy. As it turned
out, this triumph was brief, but it nevertheless acted as

adrenalin for the SS force:

There had also“been a role for elements of
Wallonien from Belgium, whose units within months
king: A graphic account of

were (o be absorbed into W
Germany’s shortlived triumph comes from Leon
Degr
of the Belgian volunteers:

nati

lle, who was undoubtedly the most char



THE CAUCASUS

“The Russians defended themselves with marvellous
courage. Our machine guns battered their defences.
The German artillery poured hundreds of shells on
sion, hitding the enemy

them with incredible pre
bunkers dead centre. We saw-the shelters blow up ...
The Russians constantly tame back, dug themselves
into the ruins, reorganized their positions ...

The German® Stukas intervened. More than 60
Stukas whiceled above our heads! Sixty-four to be exact,
for our section alone. It was grand. The whole sky sang

with man-made power ..."

UNPLEASANT SURPRISE

alled an incident when the legion was

dug in at the village of Blagodoch near Kharkov: X
‘We drew our water from the village well. We senta

man armed with a hook attached to a heavy rope to

Degrelle also

search the bottom of the well. The hook soon caught
on what we all thought was the bucket. It seemed to
have become awfully heavy, though, and it took the
strong arms and backs of several men to haul it in
again. At last our catch emerged: a Mongol, huge,
hideous, halfrotted, his belt hooked to our rope. We'd
been drinking him for weeks ..."

As for Wiking itself at this time, praise’ had been
passed to the troops by an Order of the Day from S$-
Panzergrenadier Division HQ, It said in part:

‘Ater a long and difficult fighting withdrawal, neces-

sary because of the serious situation on the Don front,

BelowAll that intense barrack-square training received
back in Germany makes sense. Deep in the Caucasus
during 1942, these men of a Wiking machine-gun unit
rush forward under cover of a smokescreen.
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the Division has turned and struck decisive blows
against an enemy which previously had been scarcely
hindered. Today we stand once again on the Donetz,

the Russian Popov Tank Army is smashed and the’

Russian Ist Guards Army and 6th Army are m réfreat.

Above: In late February 1943, Manstein faced a massive
Soviet breakthrough. Army Detachment Hollidt on the

.Mius faced three Russian armies. A further thrust came

from Popov’s Armoured Group south to the Sea of Azov.

The German soldier has agn
On the southern sector of the Edstern Front there
was a short lull and with it came the chance for the
Germans to consolidate their positions. Hitler's atten-
tion had by now fastened on an area that extended
north from Belgorod, lying northwest from Kharkov,
10, the distant area of Orel. In the centre was a huge
“salient which, if taken, would help to regain the
" German initiative on the Eastern Front.

Left: In his rough winter clothing and thick gloves, this
Waffen-SS panzergrenadier watches the enemy front line

for any movement, holding his MP40 submachine gun

close to him.

, it could be possible to entrap the
cream of Red Armies, and annihilate those very forces
which had inflicted on the Germans the humiliation of
Stalingrad, as well as the defeat at the Don, during the
previous unforgiving winter.

Indeed, a push back to the Donc&d perhaps even
the Volga — could be followed by'a swing up from the
southeast in order toseize Moscow. The salient was at
Kursk, a substantial industrial city, from where intelli-
gence sources had informed Hitler that there was an
enornjotis build-up of Soviet field forces. Hitler's plan
for the Kursk offensive was codenamed Zitadelle
(Citadel), and it was the setting for what was to be the
greatest tank battle in history.







CHAPTER FIVE

Delzn-ninarion 1o offset the reverses of 1943, and
above all the defeat at Stalingrad, led Hitler to
search for the grand flourish which would once and
for all annihilate the Russians, thus preventing the pos-
sibility an enemy breakthrough to the Ukraine and on
{0 the Crifnea. For the scene of a spectacular Blitzkricg
<uyle” pincer movement, Hitler seized on the Kursk
salient. This was a bulge in the front line north of
Kharkoy, protruding as a giant fist into the German
lines. Here Hitler planned the offensive, with forces

\\\(

including Leibstandarte, Das Reich and Totenkopf within _
I SS Panzer Corps. In all, 50 German divisions, ~ a

including 16 panzer and motorized, had conveiged
for an operation that was intended to achiéve surprise
with the maximum concentration’of forces pushing
on a narrow sector. However, yirtually from the start,
the Germans were on a hiding to nothing. There had
already been a pre-emptive strike by the Russians at
dawn on 5 July when they launched their massive
artillery attack. This came after a warning by their

~spies that an assault on the salient, which ran a dis-
ance of 255km (160 miles), was imminent.

Left: A hurried conference on the Eastern Front before
launching a fresh attack against the Red Army. The Kursk
offensive was to prove Germany’s last chance to defeat
the Soviet Union.

At 03:30 hours, the offensive began. Kursk proved
an unmitigated disaster for Hitler. Around one-fifth of = ~
the 500,000 men of the 17 panzer divisions with their
newly issued Tiger tanks were wiped out; &ictims of a
slaughter that was reminiscent of the very worst battles
of World War L. The true extent of German fatalities
has never been confirmed, but it is thought to be
around 100,000. Russian losses were subsequently put
much higher. The Red Army had benefited from three
key advantages: advance intelligence, deep defences,

-and a vast pool of reserves; they could afford the casu-

alties. On 4 August, the Germans had been pushed out
of Orel with the Soviet offensive spreading along the
entire Front. The offensive against the salient lasted
eight days before Hitler summoned Field Marshals von
Manstein and von Kluge to his East Prussia headquar-
ters with the blunt declaration: ‘T am obliged to sus-
pend Citadel.’

Impact oF Kursk -

Although Wiking had-nov taken part, the debicle of
Kursk impacted onme Division because, following this
reverse, the| fortunes of war overall for the Germans
changed irrevocably. The days when the Wehrmacht and
SS “could surge ahead with minimum opposition
belonged to history. The horrific casualty figures
meant that, more than ever, there was a desperate




need for ruthless and aggressive men to reinforce the
ranks of this flexible SS Such manpower was
becoming increasingly difficult to find. As well as sap-
ping morale, the defeat at Kursk further exacerbated a
growing problem within the Waffen-SS. There wer
growing complaints emanating from the foreign €che-
lons that the glowing promises made in‘the early days
by Himmler and others when seeking volunteers had
not been kept. Young men)who had been willing
enough to sign up for one year's service found their
applications for discharge were ignored and that they
were being treated as enlisted men. Others who,
understandably enough, wanted to serve with thei
own nationalities were shunted around without con-
sultation as general replacements for all S units.
Particularly discontented were Wiking’s Danes and
orwegians, who reacted by the simple process of

reporting sick, then taking advantage of convalescent
leave at home to slip across the Swedish border, thus
avoiding any further service. In March 1942, Steiner

ad reported that two men from Wiking liad gone so

far as to desert to the Russians!-However, all of thi

arcely surprised Hitler himself who, right from the
start of the war, had beeir irritated by Himmler’s con-
stant nagging about expanding the forces of the
Waffen-SS. Ih the same year, over a dinner with the
Reichsfiifrer-SS, Hitler had proclaimed:

‘We must not make the mistake of enlisting in the
German Army foreigners who seem to us to be worth-
while fellows, unless they can prove that they're utterly
ste i i ( the Germanic Reich. I'm scepti
cal about the participation of all those foreign legion:
in our struggle on the Eastern Front. One mustn't
forget that, unless he is convinced of his racial mem-
bership of the German Reich, the foreign legionary is
bound to feel that he is betraying his country.”

It had become vitally necessary to stop the rot.
German senior officersand NCOs were assigned big-
ger training and disciplinary roles in the foreign

Right: New recruits to the Legion Wallonien swear an oath
of foyalty to Adolf Hitler during a ceremony in Brussels
on 3 March 1943. With the tide of the war turning against
Germany, fresh manpower was urgently needed.

DEBACLE
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legions. Himmler sanctioned measures to correct the .

worst abuses, which included allowing the release of
men whose enlistment had expired.

Lack oF TANKS A
Crises for the Reich on all,fronts increased with the
invasion of Sicily in July" 1943 and then, two months
later, the capitulation of ltaly. Hitler rushed a portion
of the SS Panzer Corps to the west. The most drastic
regrouping centred round the newly established SS-
“Panzergrenadier-Division. Nordland, whose three regi-
ments were by transfers from Wiking

the inclusion of native Germans. In the east, there was
an urgent need for increased steel. Seven Waffen-SS
panzergrenadier divisions — including Wiking, which

had originally been partly armoured motorized
infantry — had become full S8 panzer divisions. All

w

Above: The German 1943 summer offensive at Kursk
took place without Wiking. The right-hand map shows a
close-up of 11 SS Panzer Corps’ attack in the southern
sector of the Kursk salient.

were backed by the very latest that battle technology
could provide in the way of tanks, selfpropelled
artillery and mechanized infantry.

In the wake of ‘Citadel’, a freshi“Red Army coun-
teroffensive was launched on 2 August after a massive
artillery and air bonibardment. The key centre of
Belgorod, north*of Kharkov, fell four days later
Around KharKov itself, Wiking was back in the frame
and, atong with Das Reich and Totenkopf, was thrown
into the cauldron to prevent the final loss of the city
Hitler’s mantra was predictable: *Kharkoy must be
held.” In the scorching days of autumn, with thick dust
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clouds hanging over the roads, the advance rolled on.
The vehicles of the 3rd Panzergrenadier Regiment
reached the Feski collective farm about 24km (15
miles) northwest of Kharkoy, where vast German sup-
ply dumps had been set upZin happier times. There
were huge amounts of alcohol, tobacco and tinned
food, all of which were hastily commandeered, with
the exception of vodka, shunned by the Wehrmacht in
favour- of cognac, port and Chianti. Paul Carrel, in
Scorched Earth: The Russian-German War 19431944,
wrote: ‘No one, of course suspected that this despised
Russian vodka would turn into an effective secret
weapon. No sooner had the Russians reached the
dump than the fighting spirit of the regiments evapo-
rated for the time being. It took them three days 1o
empty all those carboys of vodka ..." Corporal Otto
Tenning of 2nd Company, 3rd Grenadier Regiment,

wrote in his diary: ‘While the comrades on the other

Below: Street-fighting during the recapture of Kharkov.
After his death, Stalin was blamed for the city’s original
loss, having issued ‘no retreat’ orders which caused the
needléss surrender of thousands of men.

side were sleeping off their vodka hangovers and for-
getting all about this accursed war, the newly brought
up SS-Wiking Panzer Division used the time for digging
in undisturbed on the high ground behind Feski.

DNIEPER RETREAT

It was a mere interlude. By 12 August, in an area of hills
northwest of Kharkov, a powerful enemy force, whose
manpower greatly exceeded that of Wiking, rammed
into the division that had sped to the area behind
Totenkopfand Das Reich. Wikingheld its own for the next
six days until the Russians, in a characteristic foray
before a major engagement, teased out the front with
their battalions and tank support. Two Soviet tank
corps were beaten off, but in view of the overall situa-
scant consolation. The beleaguered 3rd
Panzer Division was forced to retreat in the face of
opposition; Grssdeutschland and Das Reich sped to fill
the gaps, but by then it was too late. Kharkov, south of
Belgorod, and held by Army Detachment Kempyf; Das
Reichand Totenkopf, was to prove an impossible position
to maintain. Hitler's predictable order to-hold the city
at all costs looked like having some merit for a while
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when the Russians were thrown back at first. However,
a three-pronged threat by Russian tanks made the end
inevitable. The Fifth Tank Army of General Pavel
Rotmistrov was hurled at General Erhard Raus’s il
Corps. The latter were the city's main defendets but
there was no prospect of holding Kharko: To escape
encirclement and amid fresh fury from Hidler, the city
was evacuated on 22 August. Later in the month the
steady advance of Soviet forces meant withdrawal by
the Waffen-SS to the River Dnieper. The list of key sec-
tors rolled up by the Russians grew. Smolensk was
recaptured by Marshal Sokolovsky of the Soviet
Western Front. There was steamroller advance on Kiev
and by 2 October the Germans had been driven a di

tance of 240km (149 miles) westward. A crossing of the
Dnieper was forced, providing yet another example of
Hitler's penchant for delayed withdrawal when no
alternative existed. When the retreat from the Dnieper
came, it proved a nightmare. With no time o prepare

Above: Counting the cost. When the land in which these
graves were dug was recaptured by the Soviets, these

makeshift crosses were desecrated or removed to prevent
any permanent memorials to Waffen-SS dead.

roads, river crossings, demolition charges or minefields,
Manstein, commander of Army Group South, had o
conduct a withdrawal in the face of the Red Army
whilst rowing with Hitler over the necessity of retreat.

SOVIET PRESSURE

The Russians scrambled 1o-outflank the retreating
Germans. Towards thé‘end of September, fighting cen-
tred oppositeKanev, south of which the forces of

Right: After the Germans’ failure at Kursk, the Soviets
turned to the offensive. The biggest disaster for the
Germans was the loss of Kharkov on 23 August, followed
later by the Soviet crossing of the Dnieper.
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General Nicolai Vartin's Voronezh Front had nar-

rowed, breasting the Dnieper. Caught in the conflict
around this time was SS-Standartengbérjunker Jan Munk
of Westland. Professorial in manner and bespectacled,
Munk hardly conformed io Himmler's ideal of pure
Aryan manhood. Nevéttheless, the young Dutchman
was an eager volunteer with Westland:

“The barrage was very close by. I heard one gun in
particular whose rounds landed short and to our left,
then the next one was to our left but nearer still. The
one following was a bull's eye. It landed right in front
of us and destroyed our machine gun. We had been a
splitsecond oo late in taking cover. It felt as if an
enormous weight had pushed me violently down. My
number two started to splutter that the bastards had

blown his nose off. It wasn't quite that bad, though. A
tiny splinter had pierced his nose from one side right
to the other, and he was bleeding like a stuck pig. We
decided to go back to the bunker so that I could ban-
dage him properly.

To my surprise I found that I couldn’t, move. |
thought I had merely cut off the blood supply to my
legs by squatting on my haunches. When the next shell
came I was pushed, or so T thought, through the trench
so fast that I could not keep upright, and I scraped my

Below: Men of the Narva battalion of the Waffen-SS are
emilating the Red Army by riding on a captured T-34
info battle. Later T-34s had hand-holds welded onto their
turrets to make it easier for infantry to hold on.




DEBACLE

faceon the ground. I shouted to my comrade not to be
50 bloody stupid and to calm down. He helped me to
the bunker. Once inside, however, he told me that he
hadn't touched me, let alone pushed me. It dawned on
me that something wasn't quite right. My legs were still
s, 50 I undid my belt and the lower buttons of my-

tunic and tried to feel along my back, finding nothing,
I loosened my trousers, and inspected. tat-area. Still
nothing. I dressed again and went back to bandaging
my friend. We both had a smoke and then I began to
feel hot and sweaty. I took my cap off and blood
poured down over my face. With my fingers I could
feel where the blood was coming from, a small cut
tight on the top of my head. Now I knew why my legs
‘wouldn’t work.

After a while I was carried through the trench-
es to an area where it was wide enough to use a
stretcher. I was then brought to a collection point to
wait for proper transport. Quite a few of our men
were there, some on stretchers, some badly injured,
some not so bad.

Above: In October 1943, Faffen-SS troopers stretcher a
wounded comrade to safety. October was particularly
traumatic for the Germans, with the Soviets digging in on
the Dnieper, while Axis forces were stuck in the Crimea.

Then the Russians attacked again, and all the
wounded who could walk were told to man their posi-
tions again. Those of us remaining were left behind to
fend for ourselves as best we could. We were given
some grenades and machine pistols and wished “good
luck”. We fully understood. More than a dozen men
would have been needed to carry us away, and they
couldn’t be spared. g

The Russians appeared and shot at us — we shot
back. They threw hand’grenades and we replied.
Fortunately, the WeAirmach counterattacked with the
support of sorie light tanks. We did not lose a single
woundel man, although some of us, including me,

collected a few more wounds, though nothing seri-
I was then taken by stretcher again to a
Wehrmacht bunker."

ou
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Between the Donetz and the Dnieper, fighting had
been unrelenting for an entire week, with fatigue eat-
ing away at the effectiveness of the Germans. Westland
suffered a severe blow when its leader, Obersturmfiihrer:
(Lieutenant) Dieckmann, was killed in action on the
central Dnieper, fighting for what had béen” dubbed
Fuchsschwanz (Foxtail) Island, whére a heavy bridge-
head had been established and an attack mounted by
Westland’s amphibious tanks. A hardy veteran of the
regiment, Dieckmann did not live to receive the Oak
Leaves with Swords to his Knight's Cross.

With the generally continued deterioration of
“Germany's fortunes on the Eastern Front, Hitler's
dependence on his SS cohorts became ever stronger.

Left: Leon Degrelle, the most celebrated non-German to
serve with Wiking, made up for a lack of military experi-
ence with considerable physical courage. His unit never
fully recovered from its ordeal in the Cherkassy pocket.

Above: A camouflaged Wiking PzKpfw IV tank on the
Eastern Front, pictured in November 1943 during an
‘medal awards ceremony. Broadly speaking, SS vehicle
camouflage duplicated that of the Wehrmacht.

The need to reinforce his manpower was hastened by
the withdrawal of the Finns. Their leader, Marshal
Baron Mannerheim, had long lost any faith in the
Germans since Hitler’s failure to capture Moscow, thus
putting ultimate victory in doubt. By August 1944,
Mannerheim had become determiified o take the
country out of the war with the Soviet Union which
had cost Finland 50,000lives. To balance the loss of the
Finns, there canie ‘@ welcome reinforcement for
Wiking, provided by collaborating Belgians. To Hitler,
the man‘who could best achieve his ‘European ideal
in Belgium was Leon Degrelle of the Walloons. The
former religious publisher turned politician had
become absorbed early on with the rise of fascism in
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Above: A flak unit of SS-Panzer-Division Wiking manning a
20mm (0.78in) four-barrelled Flakvierling (antiaircraft gun)
designed to engage low-flying enemy aircraft. As the war
progressed, they were also used against ground targets,

Europe. Far from deaf to the hoarse derhagogy of the
German and Italian dictators with their mass meetings
and parades, bands and banniers, Degrelle had wanted
a party of his own. The result had been the birth of the
Christus Rex movement in 1935.

In Belgium however, Germany had encountered
considerable difficulties in recruiting volunteers
because of the presence of two separate ethnic groups.
These were the Flemings, more racially akin to the
Dutch, and the French-speaking Walloons, who
regarded the Flemings as ‘beyond the pale’. At first,
only the ‘racially pure’ Flemings were permitted to join
Himmler’s cohorts, with the Walloons consigned to the

Wehrmacht where selection was less rigid. Ultimately

though it was the Walloons who provided a useful pool
of recruits for the Waffen-SS. They were never less than
enthusiastic; within a short time of formation they had
attracted a strength of 1200 volunteers.

DEGRELLE’S DISASTER

Degrelle, a man lacking in military experience but pos-
sessing considerable charisma and physical courage,
had insisted on offering himself as a front-line soldier.
It was not his first attempt to don uniform. Before the
start of ‘Operation Barbarossa’, he had asked to serve
in the Wehrmacht but had been turned down on the
grounds that he was “indispensable to your political
work’. At the time of the invasion of the Soviet Union

he tried again, and this time there was no objection.
He tirtied down the offer of a commission, arguing
that he knew nothing of command and preferred to
start in the ranks. At this time the infant Walloon unit
was simply Infantry Battalion No 373, then the 7
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Wallonien Corps, fighting at the opposite end of the

line from i riots in the Flemish Legion. The

men were decked out in the standard army uniform
with the addition, on the left uppef arm, of a shield in
the Belgian national colours’surmounted by the word
Wallonien'in white, Actioni on the Don Front opposite
Stalingrad was f6llowed by the general switch to the

aucasus, where the cost in manpower was disastrous
and Degrelle himself was one of the 850 wounded.
Although he lacked military experience, there was,
however, general agreement that he possessed consid-
erable soldierly ability, marked by a succession of
awards: the Knight's Gross of the Iron Cross, followed
by the honour of Knight's Cross with Oak Leaves. It was
asingular distinction for a non-German. The Walloohs
were admitied into the charmed circle of the Waffen-SS
in June 1943 when the unit had reached a strength of

1600; constant pleading by Degrelle himself had paid
off. With the designation of SS Volunteer Assault
Brigade and well-equipped, Wallonien started out on its
march to join . Wiking at Korsun, well beyond the
Dnicper, where a 96km (60-mile) deep salient divided

the two Soviet Army Groups of General Nicolai Vatutin
and General (later Marshal) Ivan Koniey.

BLEAK PROSPECTS

Hitler’s intention was to hold onto the salient with six
and-a-half divisions of around 56,000 troops. He wetild
then thrust forward to Kiev some 64km (40 miles) away

and restore a defensive line on the Dnicper. General
Koniev's 2nd Ukrainian Front punched through the
bridgehead lying between Kremenchug, which lay far
to the southwest:of Kharkov and Dnepropetrovsk to

the east of Kremmenchug. Koniev's objective was to form
a wedgie Between First Panzer Army and Eighth Army.
Thte Tatter was no match for the strong Soviet muscle

and was forced to pull back in the face of the steady
advance of the 2nd Ukrainian Front. In the north,
things were no better, with ever more powerful Russian

Below: As the Soviet offensive gained momentum in late
1943, there was much hard fighting for the Waffer-SS.
Note the stick grenades in the belt of the trooper on the
left, placed there for casy access.

m
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Above: Belgian Waffen-SS volunteers, most of whom were
Walloons from Leon Degrelle’s Rexist movement.
Assigned to the Waffen-SS in June 1943, they later became
the 28th SS Volunteer Panzergrenadier Division.

forces throwing the Germans out .of Kiev on 6
November after they had establishied a bridgehead
there. Russian pride was fiirther restored with the
recapture, after a temporary loss, of the town of
Zhitomir on 20 November. Buildings there were
reduced to rubble and the streets were littered with the
burnt-out hulks of vehicles. Of considerable compen-
sation were the large supply dumps and foodstuff
depots of Fourth Panzer Army which the Germans had
established in the high summer of triumph two years
before. The men of Wallonien faced an unfamiliar
adversary: Russian partisan bands, extremely compe-
tent with their light machine guns and automatic rifles.
As bands of highly professional men, they were more

1

than capable of taking the place of regular Soviet

infantry who could be freed for more pressing duties.
But for all the efforts of the Panzer units and the S5,
the truth was that the Soviet advance had become a
flood with the great winter offensive dealing the deci-
sive blow. Not the least disastrous was the overwhelm-
ing of Army Group Centre when, in mid-December,
alient at Nevel in their

the Soviets burst out of the
progress southwest. Another knockout blow was deliv-
ered the following month by the Red Army in the

north, forcing Army Group North t57give up its encir-
clement of Leningrad.

SoVIET PRESSURE

Koniev's, intention was to secure the vital West
Ukrainian industrial city of Kirovograd, ahead of which
lay the river Bug, nestling up to the Romanian border.
e to Kiev,

a defensive

Hitler’s wish was to thrust forward from the,

some 64km (40 miles) away, and restore
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line on the Dnieper.

The men of Wikingand Wallonien
were assigned to territory where the prospects/were
cléven divisions

bleak for the Germans. Four of thei

were encircled in this flat countryside under snow with

the temperature in Kirovograd itself at minus 20
degrees Centigrade. On 5 January, Koniev's 2nd
Ukrainian Front launched its attack and took the city.
ed by 3rd Panzer

A breakout was eventually achie
Division with fire cover from the artillery; engineers

4nd panzergrenadiers followed, while the Russians
were pinned down in local fighting. The conquest of
Kirovograd still left unfinished business for the
Russians. To the north lay the salient around Korsun
and Cherkassy which Hitler was determined to hold

i visions with

and which was defended by six-and-a-half

wround 56,000 men. Manstein wanted to open the

Above: Time snatched for a map conference on the
Eastern Front. By 1944 the Waffen-SS were facing a seem-
ingly unstoppable Red Army, and Himmler's precious
divisions were used to plug gaps in the line.

pocket, but Hitler insisted contact must be established
with the beleaguered forces: the Dnieper line would be
held, no matter the cost. The German positions south
of the Korsun bulge took; the full bombardment.
Fourth Guards and Fiffy-Third Armies, soon followed
by Fifth Tank Asmy; struck at the heart of the German
line. From)the north of the bulge came st Ukrainian
Front with its massive armour. By 28 January it had
joined Koniev's 2nd Ukrainian Front, which had
advanced from the south. Men of 5th SS-Panzer-
Di

ivision Wiking were among the 60,000 trapped there.

n
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CHAPTER SIX

KDMlsun was encircled from the north and south.
atters for the Germans could scarcely be worse.
The frozen land between the Dnieper and the Bug
hosted the powerful ‘blizzards which sliced through the
Ukraine’s 1 midwinter, where temperatures plunged to
minus 15 degrees Centigrade and the snow piled Im
(39 lhlck Within the pocket, Ist Panzer Division did

" what it could to bolster the weakened subunits of the

198th Infantry. Combat groups were reached by supply
columns edging through the snow. The eventual
arrival of warm winds signalled the thaw and the

advent of ‘rasputitsa’~ glutinous mud that clamped on( -

men’s boots and sucked them off the feet whicliwere
already sricken with frostbite. Vehicles had their tracks
clogged or ripped off. Tanks and assdult guns of Wiking
somehow fought their way through the mess but the
distances covered were pathetic: 3—4km (2-2.5 miles)
in a single hour, the vehicles’ fuel gauges nosediving.
In the centre of the pocket lay the village of Korsun,
around which the batde raged. Hider, the ultimate
“imap general, safe in his command centre, was inca-
pable of looking beyond his charts of the streaking

Left: A shared loaf of bread for these SS panzergrenadiers
in a rare fighting lull, while one of their number stands
guard with stick grenades on the lip of the trench, ready
for use.

arrows signifying an advance. He would tolerate no

breakout for those trapped within the bulge. Rather, >

his forces would break into it. Then would come ‘the”
ultimate trouncing of the encircling Soyiet divisions.
The advance would go on and Kiey‘would be won
back. An order was given to, the trapped corps com-
manders to stand fast in duzﬁ positions, which encom-
passed 320km (200 miles), and screen off their rear
with a new front. Six battered divisions would bear the
brunt. Among many in the German general staf, it all

_seemed eerily ke a rerun of Stalingrad. Memories of

“ that humiliation, where attempts at relief had been
“too little, t0o late’, haunted Manstein particularly.

Rescue OPERATION

The task force’s rescue operation to smash through
into the pocket was launched on 4 February 1944.
Assigned to the task was Lieutenant:General Hans
Valentin Hube. One of the most experienced panzer
leaders in the German Army! he was a man of few
words. A laconic radioélegraph message reached the
beleaguered outpostI'm coming.’ Hube kept his
promise, with Tl Panzer Corps boring a hole in the
outer Russian defences in a push to Lysyanka which lay
south of Korsun. Meanwhile, the weather had steadily
deteriorated. Thaw had followed the snow; wet roads
softened under the weight of incessant, heavy traffic.

15
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Every shelter and trench was flooded; men were tasked
to bail them out with pitchers and mess tins. The psy-
chological advantage of the Russians over those
trapped within the pocket was swiftly exploited.
Leaflets targeted at Wiking and Wallonien were
dropped by air, proclaiming the inevitability of an ulti¢
mate Soviet victory. One prisoner of the Rufssians,
General von Seydlitz-Kurzbach who had been captured
at Stalingrad, had a letter sent’so’ Gruppenfiihrer
(Lieutenant-General) Gille, pléading on behalf of fel-
low captives, who were members of the self-proclaimed
‘Alliance of German Officers’, for the surrender of
those trapped in the pocket. Seydlitz was despatched to

the front line to address the troops with a loud hailer.
Inhis account, Peter Strassner wrote: ‘They certainly
made no impression on the men of the Waffen-S5."

Left: A surprise is prepared for a Soviet tank. By detach-
ing the heads of several stick grenades and wrapping

them around another grenade, a potent antitank weapon
could be improvised, if the user could get close enough.

Above: Some 75,000 Germians were trapped in the pocket
near Korsun and Cherkassy. These are just some of the
35,000 who managed to achieve a breakout after refusing
a surrender ultimatum.

MakesHiFT REFUGE

The Russians, however, did have some anxieties about
the strength of the forces inside the pocket, even going
issance patrols in

to the extent of sending reconn:
enemy uniforms to penetrate the fronts and quiz
and

unsuspecting guards on the strength of uni
weaponry. At this point it was still possible for the
Junkers transport aircraft to home“inon the airstrip
near Korsun. Each day some 70-0r so aircraft arrived,

loaded with munitiohs; petrol and food. Once
unloaded, theyyére filled with the seriously wounded
for evacuation. But the Junkers were lumbering, slow
transport planes and easy targets. Leon Degrelle wrote
the Russians ‘would patrol the drizzling sky, circling
like hawks above the field. Every day, 12 of 15 of our Jus
(Junkers transports], shot down after a few minutes of

"
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flight, would fall down in flames amid the screams of
the wounded, who were being grilled alive ..." When
landing was no longer possible because of the rain
inundating the landing field, the casualties were
afforded refuge in makeshiftbuildings.

5
House-To-House

In the carly days, Wallonien escaped the worst of the
enemy's clawing since the Russians were concentrating.
their thrust south and west of the pocket. But the
Belgians had other troubles. An entire platoon of
around 50 Russian auxiliaries had previously been
absorbed into their ranks. These were prisoners who,
in exchange for their lives, had been allowed to enlist

in the German Army. Now these men were sensing the-

way the war was going and also had certain knowledge
of what would happen to them if they did not return to
their former allegiance. With the help of partisans, the
renegade Russians began slipping out of the Walloon
lines, having first disposed of their Belgian guards with
a swift knife thrust Any breathing space which might
have been created for the Walloons was soon over.
The Soviet advance deepened. There was a request
., for more tanks, but only two could be mustered. They
pressed deep into the Soviet advance, columns of
Belgians bunched tightly behind. Degrelle recorded:
‘On the plain, the Soviets rolled in like a flood tide,
pulling along their light artillery. They spotted our two
Panzers moving along the bare hillside. Immediately;
an avalanche of shells rained down from their ariitank
weapons, boxing in our tanks, clm:lng off the'top of the
ramparts, killing our men.’ The, Belgians cleared the
village of Staroselye where, & heighbouring hill was
byaw its white sails,
a vantage point for machinegun nests whose snipers
tracked every move. Leon Degrelle’s driver, Leopold
Van Doele, rushed ahead of the tanks, emptying his
Submachine gun into three Russians sheltering behind
the windmill, before being struck down. By 16:00
hours, the hill had been taken. Degrelle wrote bitterly:
‘We had taken quite a haul of machine guns, but what
did we have more than yesterday? Nothing. In fact, we
had lost a number of our comrades. Killing the Soviets
didn't do any good. They multiplied like woodlice.”

Right: This radio post is manned by volunteers from the
Flemish area of Belgium serving with the SS-Westland reg-
iment, part of the Wiking Division. The regiment was
involved in the breakout from the Korsun pocket.

Resistance was kept up against a succession of Soviet
attacks from villages inside the evershrinking pocket.
One of these villages, Shenderovka, which had previ-
ously fallen to the Germania Regiment, was chosen for
what was seen as a pivotal role by Eighth Army, in over-
all command of “the pocket. General Wilhelm
Stemmermann, one of the German commanders,
:ecew;din order to ‘shorten the front lines and move
<the/pocket in the direction of Shenderovka in order to
be able, when the time comes, to breakout towards the
forces mounting a relief attack from the outside.’ The
Russians in the meantime had delivered a major blow

by retaking Komarovka, the southern anchor of the _

breakout front. For Stemmermann this meant revisirig:
his plans drastically since the loss endangered botl the
southern flank and the units which, it Was planned,
would follow the first assault waves, At Dzhurzhentsy,
which was on high ground, it Hiad been intended to
place tanks. But it was possible to deploy only three
tanks, and it was not long before heavy fire from the
flanks forced them back behind the hill. Hospital
trains were being brought up by First Panzer Army to

- the closest station behind the fron; Junker 52s stood
~ by to take on the wounded from Uman airfield.

On the planned line of departure from the pocket,
Stemmermann stationed his corps detachments on
north and centre positions, while Wiking was in the
south. Conditions were such that although the detach-
ments consisted of several divisions, they were greatly
reduced in strength and overall were equivalent to one
standard infantry division. A significant threat was a
clutch of dwellings held by:the Russians in the village
of Novaya-Buda, lying b the south. Here they showed
one of their greatest strengths: sustained training in
effective house-to-house -fighting. Red Army soldicrs
would melt away, then suddenly reappear in a score of
places. Trees that had been scoured minutes before
and found harmless would conceal snipers.
Obersturmbannfihrer (Lieutenant-Colonel) Lucien
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Lippert, Wallonien’s commander, led an attack on one
of the dwellings. A momentary pause in a doorway
proved fatal. Lippert took a bullet straight to his stom-
ach. The men of Wallonien were determined not to let
the body of thei
Belgian, his arm shot thdugh, rushed the enemy and
crawled along with s fellows to secure the corpse
which was then strapped between two boards and car-
sied like 4 stretcher. However, Novaya-Buda was not

before  S5-S (Major)
Schumacher had destroyed 10 T-34s. This and other
feats earned him promotion to SS-Obersturmbannfihrer

comrade falLinto enemy hands. One

and the award of the Knight's Cros

TEMPORARY CORRIDOR

At Shenderovka, those attempting to break through
into the pocket had fared worse. To widen the gap had
proved impossible; by now vehicles were barely able to
move and the village had become a repository for
some 4000 wounded. A successful counterattack by a
small Wiking panzer group proved a false dawn. The
rollercoaster advance of the Red Arm
pable. ahd” the village was snatched from German
Iands in less than an hour, and the advancing panzer

was unstop-

troops quickly died to a man.

Shenderovka, too, was the scene of the evacuation
of some of the worst of Wiking’s wounded. Their
stretchers had been loaded aboard tracked vehicle
When these were no longer available in sufficient num-
bers, the casualties from the dressing station-yere

loaded onto crude peasant carts, many of which were
carrying Red Cross flags. This madezno difference to
the Russians; tanks and carts alike were torched by
some 15 T-34s. West of Shénderovka, other vehicles of
the Medical Company of Wiking came under attack

and there were a bare dozen survivors. For the rem-
nants, movement now could only be on foot along
glutinous, muddy roads, where any vehicles which
were still serviceable had to be abandoned.

Left: This Norwegian NCO of Wiking is clearly grateful
for the latest supply of winter clothing which reached the
the Korsun and Cherkassy pocket,

vaffie Junkers Ju 52 aircraft.

men trapped
dropped from Luftu

Above: Field Marshal Erich von Manstein — suitably
protected in his furlined coat against the hostile cold of
winter ~ congratulates some of those fortunate to escape
from the Korsun pocket.

Manstein by now realized only too well that hope
for more mobile reserves was plain illusion. The
Russians would not give up the encirclement battles
which by now were proving impossible to oppose effec-
tively. The solution was to get out of the Dnieper bend
for good and retreat at least as faras the line of the
Ukrainian Bug. With literal

the last of his panzers, a
temporary corridor way driven through to the encir-
cled men in the Korsin-Shevchenkovski area of the
lower Dnieper, Wwhere Wiking and the remnants of
seven|other divisions were entrapped. Hitler, at first
deaf'to the pleadings from Manstein, finally consented
1o a breakout. A brave but fruitless foray was made
when, in a snowstorm, Stemmermann gathered some
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Right: Leon Degrelle seen with his Wallonien survivors
after the siege of the Korsun pocket in January-February
1944, which had resulted in heavy casualties for the
Belgian Waffen-SS. Only 632 of Degrelle’s men survived.

of his men, and crept out and slit the throats of the

Soviet sentries. The next move was to, assémble what
transport there was and make for Lsyanka, where there
was the possibility of a link-up with II Panzer Corps.
Major Kampoy, an officer on Koniev's staff, told the
journalist Alexander Werth how the German forces:
‘... had almost no tanks left - they had all been lost
and abandoned during the previous days’ fighting
andwhat few tanks they still had now had no petrol.
In the last few days the area where they were concen-

trated was so small that transport planes could no
longer bring them anything. Even before, few of the
transport planes reached them, and sometimes the
cargoes of food and petrol and munitions were

dropped on our lines.

So that morning they formed themselyés into two
marching columns of about 14,000 éach, and they
marched in this way to Lysanka .. beyond our front
line, inside the “corridor”, The German divisions on
the other side were frying to batter their way castward,
but now the “corridor” was so wide that they hadn’t
much chance.

They were a strange sight, these two German
columns that tried to break out. Each of them was like
an enormous mob. The spearhead and the flanks were
formed by the SS men of the Wallonien Brigade and the
Wiking Divisions in their pearlgrey uniforms. They
ively good state of physique. Then, inside.
angle marched the rabble of the ordinaty
¢ much more down-at-heel. Right

were in arela
tri
rman infantry, very
in the middle of this, a small select nucleus was formed
by the officers. They also looked relatively well fed. So
they moved westward along two parallel ravines. They
till com-

had started out sooi after 4 am, while it w
pletely dark.

The ‘Russians knew the direction from which the
officers were coming. Five lines had been prepared —

iwo of infantry, then a line of artillery, and then two
more lines where the tanks and cavalry lay in wait.
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We let them pass through the first three lines with-
out firing a shot. The Germans, believing they had
dodged us and had now broken through call our
defences, burst into frantic jubilant screaming, firing

their pistols and tommy-guns into’ the air as they
marched on. They had now emérged from the ravines
and reached open country.’

Around 06:00 hours, Russian cavalry and tanks
charged into the thick of the two columns. It was a mas-
sacre that extended over four hours. The tanks chased

the scattering Germans without mercy, crushing them

as they ran in terror through the ravines. Gunfire was

kept to the minimum, lest the closely bunched tanks

hit one another. There was no time or inclination to
take prisoners. When it was over, 20,000 Germans had
been killed. Leon Degrelle wa
events and he vividly recalled_the: ffantic bids which

also a witnéss to these

were made to quit the pocket:

“Vehicles were overtuined, throwing wounded in
confusion to the ground. A wave of Soviet tanks over-
took the first vehicles and caught more than half the
convoy; the wave advanced through the carts, breaking
one by one like boxes of matches,
crushing the wounded and the dying horses ... We had
2 moments respite when the tanks got jammed in the

them under our eyes

procession, 2
hundreds of vehicles beneath their tracks.”

The dressing sta
each ur

nd were trying to get clear of the tangle of

tions could accept no more mén:

{ was made responsible for evacuating its own.
In one i . a 183kg (18-on) tractor w
machine-gun crews drove behind the combat forces as

) three

ance

protection for the wounded. Among them was SS-
Standartenoberjunker Raymond Lemaire, who in pre-SS
days had joined tlie Walloon Legion of the Wehrmacht.
After hatd fraining in Dresden he had returned to the
it in October 1943 as a member of Wallonien and
had moved up to the front at Cherkassy:

Left: These men emerged from the chaos of the break-
out from the Korsun pocket to reach the German lines.
Survivors from Wiking had to be withdrawn from the

front line after the evacuation for refitting.
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‘We pioneers had to occupy some of the infantry
positions to maintain the line. After numerous actions
and battles, I was the only NCO left in my platoon!

The Soviets attacked our sector on 30 January, but
in two hours of hand-to-hand and close-quarter

fighting we managed to beat them off. However, Tvias

seriously wounded by grenade splinters in both legs in

the process. Being unable to walk, after a few hours |
was evacuated by plane out of the pocket. I subse
quéntly spent eight weeks in hospital, following which
ed three weeks leave. My unit managed to
1 all 700 men ou

1 rece

circlement. but

escape from the e

of a total of 2000 Walloons died in the period from the
to 17 February 1944."

end of November 19:

SwePT Away
Taken up in the Tetreat also were the men of Germania,
under ' S8-Obersturmbannfithrer (Lieutenant-Colonel)

ENCIRCLEMENT

aled: *Using

Friz Ehrath. A report subsequently rev
only closecombat weapons, the brave Grenadiers jof
G
quarters fighting prevented the splitting of the
pocket.” One key point where the fistmoving Soviet
g those who had not
ch River, the

mania destroyed 24 Soviet tanks and in bitter close-

tanks moved in for the kill, crushi

fallen to the guns, was the Gniloy Ti
crossing of which was vital for the escaping Germans so

Lsyanka. It

that they could reach the safe haven o
turned ‘out to be a perilous venture for Wiking which
un fire. On arrival at

vy machine
e to register that the temper-

came up against he
the river there was no ¢
ature was five degrees below centigrade, particul:
when four T:34s opened up with high explosive shells

ly

and ricocheting air bursts. There were those who lost
their heads and jumped blindly into the icy waters,
where there was no hope of survival.

Once the firing had eased, all attentioni was on the
rugged figure who stood by the. river bank, imper-
turbable in his fur jacket and sporting a knobbly stick.

he was conducting an exercise,

the  Wiking

As calmly as
Obergruppenfiihrer | {General)
Commander, had managed to get about 4500 men of
Wiking Divi
of losing them now. Of this he was particularly deter-

on safely to this spot and had no intention

mined, for in repulsing murderous and repeated tank
aviest casualties of the

attacks they had suffered the b
entire breakout. Gille ordered the last tractor to be dri-
ven into the river to become a makeshift pier for an
emergency footbridge, only to see it swept away by the
. His next move was

current. Farm carts fared no bettes
to sort out the swimmers and non-swimmers into
human chains, alternating with one swimmer with one
non-swimmer. Gille himself stepped into the water at
the head of the first chain which unfortunately broke
half way across, ending the lives of the non-swimmers.

The second. attempt was no better and there were
more then drowned. With the rearguard came SS-
Hauptsturmfiihrer Dorr of Germania whose men were

Left: Obergruppenfiihrer (General) Herbert Gille, Wiking
commander, decorating the wounded after their escape.

sion, Gille believed

Universally respected within the d
in sharing at firsthand all the dangers of battle.

127
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Left: Although there were numerous breakouts from the
pocket, many Germans were taken prisoner. The future
of these SS men was bleak. Few would ever see Germany
‘again, imprisoned for life decp in the Soviet Union.

lling the Bt ren i R
through the snow and whose lot had been to look after
the columns | of wounded. It is worthy of note that
along with’ them across the river went the body of
Lucien Lippert wrapped in a sheet of tent canvas.

ThE SURVIVORS RETURN

Under fire from the Soviet tanks, the first survivors

across the Gniloy Tikich, streaming with icy water and

often stark naked, ran through the snow to the distant
cottages of Lysanka. Others, in uniforms frozen jrock
solid, staggered like zombies into the arms of pickets of
the Leibstandarte and 1st Panzer Division, The full
brunt of the Soviet assault and, therefore, the major
casualties at Cherkassy were taken by Wiking and
Walonien. Accordingto Degrelle, on arrival at the
Dnieper in 1942, the strength of the Walloon force had
stood af around 2000 men. On withdrawal from the

 pocket on 18 February 1944, the figure was 632. To add

10 everything, in their retreat from the pocket, the
escapers had to suffer being riddled with countless bit-
ing crystals of ice, the product of gales and the swirling
snowstorms. As they slowly progressed, they saw graph-
ic evidence of the cost of the three-month battle. The:
men of Wallonien came across a graveyard of tanks; 800
Soviet and 300 German tanks had been destroyed.
During the thaw, scores of Panzers hiad bogged down
in the spongy earth, sinking into'it over their treads.
When the frost returned, the tanks were rooted to the
spot. The remnants of Wiking had barely escaped with
their lives, and that equipment which they could carry
with them; this amounted to little beyond their haver-
sacks and at most their light weapons.

On the second day of the retreat in the direction of
Poland the icy grip relaxed and so, for a while, did the
fury of the Soviet pursuit. The sun turned the snow
pink and shining. But a further privation awaited the
survivors. No sooner had they settled into makeshift
accommodation than they learnt that leave would only

be granted to ‘the Germanic volunteers and the
wounded’. The rest, including many who had been
given leave by their officers, were ordered by Hitler to
reassemble at Lublin. A change of heart, however, was
brought about after Degrelle urged Hitler to exempt
Wallonien, whose men were granted 21 days leave, At
Hitler presented O
(General) Gille with the Swords and Oak Leaves to the
Knight's Cross of the Iron Cross, while SS5-
Hauptsturmfiihrer (Captain) Degrelle received the
Knight's Cross. Instructions from Fiikrer Headquarters
called for the rebuilding of the shattered forces of
Wiking in“the area of Lublin, where many of the sur-
vivors had ended up when they escaped the pocket.
The next key development in the war in the East was
in the spring of 1944 when STAVKA, the Soviet High
Command, decided to make Belorussia its priority in

would drive from its starting point east of Lake Peipus,
along a line running through Gorki in the centre, skirt-
ing the Pripet Marshes, and thus on to the Black Sea
port of Odessa. It was hoped that the Germans, in the
face of 19 armies and 2 tank armies, with some 1300
aircraft in support, would ‘be slanmed back some
650km (400 miles) to the very gates of Warsaw.
German attention now focused on Kovel, a key rail
and road junction situated some 250km (160 miles)
from Warsaw in the Pripet Marshes, east of the river

“ Bug, and where it was considered vital to place a garri-

son. Wiking was given the task, but Obergruppenfiilirer
(General) Gille reported that his division could only
muster small arms and was without heavy weapons or
vehicles. Light machine guns and mu
rushed from Warsaw. Trains were requisitioned to
carry fresh forces of Germania and Wstland to Kovel.
On arrival Gille was greeted with alarming news. To the
east of the ity German forces had met with stiff oppo-
sition and had made a/mheasured withdrawal. One of
the expected trains cafrying the men of Germania had
been fired on'by the Russians. The riposte with the
meagre. armoury of rifles and machine guns had
proved fruitless and the train had to be abandoned.
The contingents of Wstland fared little better when
their transport train was attacked and its occupants




SS-WIKING




ENCIRCLEMENT

Above: Wiking men and a Panther tank on the Eastern
Front in May 1944 prepare to receive another Soviet
attack. This may be a propaganda photograph, as they
are extremely exposed to enemy air attack.

pinned down. A bid to advance into Kovel by Germania
and Westland next day was set at naught by the strength

of the enemy and it became clear that, until further
relief forces materialized, virtually the only option was
defence of the city from within; Kovel must now'be
turned into a fortified town.

SS-Hauptsturmfithrer (Captain) Westphal of Wiking
related: *As evening fell we gradually realized that we

ng in a city which was slowly but surely being
surrounded on all sides by enemy forces.’ The pres-
reported. In the

fle divisions.

ence of four Russian r
ition, mines and antitank obstruc-

face of this oppos
_tions were set up within the city with plans —when at all
feasible — for an eventual breakout.

Left: A panzergrenadier fires a flare pistol into the air as
asignal to other members of the Division. He carries a
Kar 98K rifle in his left hand, and wears the camouflage
smock unique to the Waffen-SS.

Panzer ATTACK

Called into action was the already provén éxpertise of
SS-Obersturmfiihrer (Lieutenant) Kart Nicolussi-Leck of
Wiking's 5th SS Panzer Regiment, a veteran of hard
fighting as a panzer leader in the Caucasus and now

heading a wellrained panzer company. There was the
additional ‘muscle’ of 16 Panthers and the armoured
battalion of Germania with additional infantry man-

“power. At 12:00 hours on 29 March, amid heavy snow-

drifts, deployment began. Nicolussi-Leck recounted:

“Kovel was declared a “strongpoint”, and I was given

the task of striking through the Russian forces in the

town and halting them while a counteroffensive could
be launched to break through the encirclement.

Because of the strong enemy forces and the snow-

very

covered, swampy terrain, the breakthirough wa
costly and time consuming. After ten hours of slow
going in the face of ‘résistance, as midnight
approached, we had covered only half the distance,
ving lost a)third of our armoured vehicles in the

process. In this situation the br to the

kihrough
town’ began to appear hopeless. When my armoured

spearhead was just 2km (1.5 miles) from Kovel, T
received an order

'om my battalion commander to
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halt. By this time, however, my lead tank was already in
action against the enemy defenders in the northwest of
ation “had

the city. Knowing how desperate the s
become, I disregarded the order and catried on with
the attack.

Thanks to the cover afforded by a blizzard and
severe snowdrifis that covered our left flank, after 18
hours of battle, and with only half of our army remain-
ing, we reached the town in the early hours of the
morning. We then defended the town against counter-
attacks by superior enemy forces until an attack by a
German panzer corps broke through the encirclement
and the troops and wounded could be brought out.
Throughout, the Luftwaffe had supplied us with
rations, medicines, ammunition and petrol .

After fulfiling several requests in regards to
combating enemy forces from units defending the
northwest section of the city, I drove with several

panzers to Gille’s command post and reported to the
Gruppenfiihrer [General).’

STEEL ARMADA
The report included the destruction of tanks, antitank
guns and rifles, mortars and light infantry weapons. An
Order of the Day (Tagesbefehl) on 15 April stated:

“The Fiihrer has awarded SS-Obersturmfiihrer
[Lieutenant] Nicolussi-Leck, commander of 8

Company, the Knight's Cross of the Iron Cross.

Nicolussi-Leck, on his own initiative, and under diffi
cult conditions, succeeded in breaking through to the
encircled city of Kovel on 30 March 1944. His rein-
forcement of the garrison was decisive. He carries a
special share in the credit for the city holding out.

proud o know that

In addition the Regiment
such a deserving, longserving member is being award-
ed this distinction. May soldier’s good fortune stay with
SS-Obersturmifiifirer Karl Nicolussi-Leck.”

The achievement provided a fillip to the morale of
the beleaguered fortress that Kovel had become. By

Left: A PzKpfw V Ausf G Panther of the Wiking Division
in May 1944. The Panther was one of the latest German
tanks and a match for the Soviet T-34. It was armed with
a high-velocity 75mm (2.95in) gun.
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mitment still further, a G
cally to members of the Volunteer S8

man 1

addressed spe
and monitored by the British listening statjonszcalled
for «

;.
times call for hard hearts, Whénever the Fiier talks to

1 spiit (Mannschaft)

se be to everything that iakes us hard. Hard

us he demands endurance and hardness from us .

Never give up the siruggle.

N

er, even if everything

appears hopeless! Fling the empty cartridge into the

face of the enemy, take him with you if you have to die.

st be able (o march, (o suffer h

Everyone gerand

thirst, 10 sleep on bare ground and endure

all hard-

ships with che
In the event, it altered little.

courage.’

The Soviets, who had

1 hot on the heels of Nicolussi-Leck, once again
the west. By then, the Red Army
ger fish. While the str

sealed off Kovel fro

tely bi

was after in gle in

-$§ MG34 machine-gun team take cover

in a ditch. The gunner was always accompanied by a

loader, who carried spare ammunition belts — 250 rounds

cach box.

Normandy in the days following the D-Day invasion on
6]

West, muscles were b

¢ 1944 was the preoccupation of the Allies in the
g flexed for an attack by the

Russians on the Eastern Front. The offensive was to be

so vast that it involved some 160 di¥isions, more than

1000 tanks and self-propelled gins manned by 1.2 mil

lion troops, with additienal support from 6000 Soviet
ration’, after a

aircraft. Codenanied “Operation Bag

n gencial who had fought against Napoleon, the
objekt of the attack was for nine sectors 1o be made
into fortified areas. These included Bobruysk on the
Berezina, Mogilev and Orsha on the Dnicper, anc

Vitebsk on the Dvina



ENCIRCLEMENT

DREAD OF SUMMER

As for the Germans at Kovel, they had, ironically, been

viewing the approach of summer with something of
the dread they normally reserved for-the Russian win-
ter. Th
Kovel area had the efféctof holding up the advance of
tanks. But in th& spring and beyond, the marshes

s in th

marshes that were around the for

began dryihig rapidly, obviously a big advantage for an
n forces in the

attacking force. ssembly of Russ
forests of the Kovel-Lublin rail

ian intentions. The location would be a

e seemed a clear

pointer to Ru:
springboard to the crossings of the River Bu
sive tank offe

The Russians launched a ma ive

from east to w
dustshrouded steel armada, previously held under
age of Maciejov unde

. The panzer crews encountered a

cover, driving out the vi
sive coverage of fighterbombers. One of the g
strengths of the Germans at this point was their skilled

use of camouflage. For a few vital minutes the advanc-
ing Russians were caught off guard. The situation was

assessed and exploited by Obersturmfiihrer (Lieutenant)
Olin, a Finn who had elected to stay with the Waffen-SS
rather than return home when his country parted

company with Germany. He drove into a camouflaged
position with several Panthers and held his fire. Ten of
the enemy's tanks were allowed to proceed unscathed;

ise of secur

lulling the others into a false y. Ol
chose his moment. The duel lasted half an hour with
the loss of 103 Soviet tanks. Other units harassed the
progress of the Soviets who had been making for a rail
bridge over the Bug: A total of 295 enemy tanks failed

to make it. Tt was a small triumph, but even these were
rarities for the Germans. For the victors of Ma

ejov,
the-drive was now further north; Wikings task was to

close with the Russians near Bi

lystok.

Below: New recruits for the Waffen-SS take the oath of
loyalty to Adolf
the Korsun pocket and elsewhere, the organization was

tler. After the loss of so many men in

forced to scour Europe for suitable replacements.
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With his forces thrown out of Poland by the Red Army, Hitler made a
fruitless bid to stand fast in Hungary, where the Soviets were able to
hold Budapest in a vice. With dwindling Tal;pawer and material, the

men of Wiking were fome_t;l})pdﬁnto the Reich itself.

fier a brief period of training for fresh reservists,

the newly (partly) equipped 5th $S-Panz
Bialystok,

The task was to blunt the steady advance of

Division Wiking made for northeast of
Warsaw
2nd White“Russian Front, the main burden of the bat-

e falling at

rst on the men of Westland. Szyzowor was
seizéd after a heavy opening bombardment, but after
that point, the pattern was distressingly familiar, A
counterattack was repelled but brought shortterm

relief. Russia exhaustible;

manpower seemed 10 be
if one front sector held, then the enemy simply broke
through o the left and right of it

The
Army Group Centre. Such a move was a recipe for dis-
aster. Of th
and 350,000 to 400,000 men were wounded, killed or

reatest mass of forces was concentrated within

38 divisions in the field, 2% were obliterated

missing. Vitebsk, regarded by Hitler as the most impor
tant of the fortified areas and which he vainly insisted
on holding until the eleventh hour, was overrun; its
destruction opened a breach in the German line more.
than 45km (28 miles) wide. As it turned out, the needs
of Bialystok were put on hold, since the forces of
Left: A ceremonial oce Brussels
on 30 July 1944. The c
3 September, and the supply of Belgian volunteers for the

on at S headquarters

was liberated by the British on

Waffen-SS, already dwindling

Germania and Westland had to be switched from one

disaster area to another in the familiar ‘fire brigade’
role. Hopes were pinned on the Srd $$-Panzer-Division
Totenkop, rushed by train to the Eastern Frontfrom the
Romanian theatre with the amicured Paratroop
Division Hermann Giring. The initention was to secure

the city of Siedlice, 80 km

50 miles) east of Warsaw.

New Panzer Corps
The Russia
been entirely well with the Red Army. It had received a

s seemed to hold the cards, but not all had
jolt when, on the river Vistula's right bank, the Soviet
Second Tank Army was beaten in battle justa few miles
from Warsaw at a cost of 3000 killed and 6000 prison-
ers, together with the loss of a good deal of armour
Volume IV of the Soviet history, The Great Patriotic War
contains some frank criticism of its forces:

ty slowed

The tempo of the offensive had g
down. The German High Command Had by this time
thrown some very strong reserses against the main sec-
tors of our advance, Geinan resistance was strong and
stubborn. It shodld s be remembered that our rifle
divisions ané'tank corps had suffered heavy losses in
previous battles; that the artillery and supply bases

w

Jagging behind, and that the troops were short of
both petrol and ammunition. Infantry and tanks were

not receiving nearly enough artillery support

W
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In a state of exhaustion, the forces of 1st Belorussian

Konstantin Rokossovsky faced the

Front under Mars|
bridgehead fronting Wz

Germ saw. ‘Their lines of

communication were stretched and-men and materiel
weaknesses in his

below strength. To
enemy and to copnter~the defeat of Army Group

<ploit.everr th

‘North Ukrainé” With its inevitable further grim conse-
quences foi Army Group Centre, Hitler proposed to

strenigthien his resources by harnessing the fighting
prowess of Totenkopfwith those of Wiking The result, as
decreed by Field Marshal Walther Model, was the cre-
ation of IV zer Corps, under the command of S5-
Obergruppenfiihrer und General. der Waffen-SS (General)
Herbert Gil
Division Totenkopf

The corps was to include 3rd SS-Panzer-
d 5th SSPanzer-Division Wiking:

Below: After hurriedly camouflaging their position, these
Estonian Waffen-SS troopers are consulting a map in the
area of Narva, west of Leningrad. Narva was defended
for months in the face of unrelenting Soviet pressure.

Gille was succeeded as Wiking commander first by S5
Oberfiihrer (Senior Colonel) Edmund Deisenhofer; then
by SS-Standartenfiihrer (Colonel) Johannes Rudolf
Muhlenkamp, who had been formerly attached to

Germania during the Polish campaign, and finally by §§-
Standartenfiihrer Karl Ullrich

ARMOUR BREAKTHROUGH

Instructions given to Wiking by IV SS Panze
called for the division to edge back from the fighting
to Brest-Litovsk (now Brest) on the Bug, followed by ar

Corp

immediate-advance west to Warsaw. Its southern flank

would thén be screened against the pursuing enemy

link there would be made with the Totenkopfwhi
in the

assembling - of Siedlice as a component of I\

Right: This map illustrates the dramatic Soviet advance

in the latter part of 1944 towards East Prussia, which

was to lead to the encirclement and annihilation of

jons of Hitler’s Army Group Centre.
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S8 Patizer Corps. A source of anxiety was the stream of
énemy reinforcements assembling near the ancient
town of Modlin which lay 30km (19 miles) north of
Warsaw. The priority was to link up with other units
assembled there and stem the tide. But nothing could
stop the Russian spearheads driving on the heels of the
German rearguards. Brest Litovsk was lost on 23 July.
Atfirst, communication with Totenkopf created prob-
trength

lems before it was able to join the rest of-the
situated in the bridgehead in the Warsaw suburb of
Praga on a line from BrestLitovsk. Eight days later,
nour thrust into Otwock and Radzymin,
bringing the Russians to within 19km (12 miles) of the
Polish capital, northeast and east of Praga on the
Vistula’s ank The a heer fortress

formidable array of pillbe g pe
tions, field fortifi fields, and strings of
antitank anti-infantry obstacles. Not only that but
the Russians had stumbled into a vast concentration of
Hermann

Soviet a

wa

s and fixed-f

astern

ations, minel

German armour. In addition o
Giring and Totenkopf Divisions, there w

the 19th and the 4th, In rouble 0o

e two other

panzer divisions

1

Above: In June 1944 Warsaw rose against the Germans
before it could be liberated by the Soviet Union. Here
members of the Polish ‘Home Army’ are blindfolded
before being taken to discuss terms of surrender.

was the Soviet XI Tank Corps which, while trying (o
throw the Germans out of the region of Siedlice to the
nd ammunition. In

was dangerously low on fuel
rmy, coming up against the
r ‘King’ Tigers, was

addition, Second Tank
latest German heavy tanks, ‘Royal’
ling the effect of considerable losses already sus

fe
om Lublin

tained in the drive
In the area of Radzymin-Wolomir,
Warsaw, the Russians fared bettér, pitching in witl

wortheast of

assaults, théprelude o a bitter tanl
casualties an

fighter-bomby

Westland heavy
g withdrawal to 1

battle which caused
forced the Division into a figh
area of, Malopole. By the end of August, there ha
nk battles, with Malopole chan
Totenkop/ 1ok the brunt «

beenthree vicious

ing hands as many time:
the action against an invigorated Soviet Eighth Arn
with 150strong battery support. Nevertheless, the
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Wiking Division was able to establish a north-south solid
wedge running from the Bug to Malopole. A decision
was taken to send out reconnaissance patrols as near as
possible to the Russian lines. The patrols reported
signs of movement by the Russians in the area of
Czamow, and within hours enemy tanks were on the
move making fofa key German bridgehead at a point
on the BugJAn attempt was made to counterattack but
the Panzers were unable to advanc
able terrain and the attack failed. The 12 panzers and
assault guns (Sturmgeschutzen or StuGs) involved in the

over the unsuit-

attack were blown up after being stripped of weapons
and equipment in the ignominious retreat. The
Germans then quit the bridgehead. Gasualties on both,
sides were heavy. The Russians lost five Sherman-type
tanks and T:34s; seven others were rendered useless.
This disaster was followed by a threat 0 an entire
sector of the German corps, from the Vistula in the
area of Zbytki to the Bug in the far north. In the early
hours of 1 September the sector was covered by a heavy
curtain of Russian fire that lasted a full hour.
Resistance, by the forces of Westland was puny, necessi-

tating a series of withdrawals which allowed the
Russians to establish another bridgehead at Pogozelec.
Repeated attempts to reduce the bridgehead were to
no avail, and it was enlarged when the Russian armour
broke through from the north in the direction of Male.
Here the familiar propaganda offensive was renewed
with loudspeaker pleas to the Waffen-S5 to surrender.
Intelligence reached the division that the Russians
were amassing 12-14 rifle divisions and other units for
a drive through to the canal north of Praga. Their aim
was 1o establish a bridgehead between Warsaw and the
forests of Modlin. The interception of rations and
othep supplies parachuted into the area alerted the
Gepmans to the presence of partisan bands lurking in
the surrounding forests. The manpower situation of IV
S Panzer Corps was such that, for effective opposition
to anyattack, it would be necessary to depend upon yet

Below: An SS tank commander on the Eastern Front
scans the horizon for potential targets. By this stagé of
the war, fuel was at a premium, and so commanders tried
to eke out their limited supplies.
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more r But most were so green that addition-

al training was required. This could only be carried out

by withdrawing individual units from the front line,
and they could not be spared. The Red: Army had
sprung northwards and captured Praga, which became
the scene of intense street-fighting. The Russians, con-
scious of the strains suffered by their armour, had not
committed themselves initially to a tank assault
Infantry came in first to reconnoit
th,
Division, many of whom were gaunt and fatigued zom-
bies who had held out for as long as possible.

> and the price of

¢ catition was an assault from the SS-Totenkop/

‘Home Army’ UPRISING
By then
resistance fighters of the Polish ‘Home Army’ (Armija
Krajowa, AK) began what was t6 be a 63-day struggle
against the occupying German garrison. At first the
Germans had withdrawn precipitately,but within days

far onal war;

w was deep in its own very per

they returned, announcing 1o the citizens of Warsaw
that the city would be defended and civilian labour
conscripted to build fortifications. The Russians rolled

to defensive positions and the infantry dug in. The
men of AK forthwith launched their own offensive

inside Warsaw, waging war on German installations
and key points. The tragedy of the ‘Warsaw Rising’ ran
its course until the capitulation of the ‘Home Army’ on

2 October. As accounts of the Warsaw rising make

clear, the insu

tion was put down with horrific bru-
ality by $S freeboots ng with the notorious
Dirlewanger and Kaminski brigades. No units of Wiking
. The Russians remained on the banks of

were involv
the Vistula until the Germans had crushed the rebel-
lion. According to accounts, this was on the orders of
Stalin to whom the AK ‘was anathema, regarded as

‘powersecking criminals’ loyal to the Polish govern-

ildirt London. A ¢ pleaded
that an @dvance by the Russians into Warsaw had not
heen an option, since by the time it faced the German

Left: Surrender to the Red Army was not an option open
(0 the Waffen-SS: they were cither shot out of hand or
imprisoned in labour camps for life. Most tried to sur-
render to the Western Allies instead.
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defences in front of Warsaw, the 1st Belorussian Front
was in a state of exhaustion. A few days’ respite had
been necessary in order to receive major reinforce-
ments in men and materiel.

CHangEe oF CommanD
As far as Wiking'was concerned, an important event on
9 October was a change in command for the Division
when, $8-Standartenfiihrer (Colonel) Karl Ullrich, for-
merly a Pioneer Commander and Regimental
Commander with the Totenkopf Division, succeeded S5-
Standartenfithrer Johannes Rudolf Muhlenkamp.
Ullrich’s speedy arrival at Corps headquarters in a
flurry of dust from an armoured personnel carrier,
(Schutzenpanzerwagen) had been dramatic. Radio intelli-
gence had alerted the Germans to Russian plans for an
attack on corps headquarters; the new commander
and his staff huddled in the cellars. On the following
day, the attack went ahead at Modlin, where Russian
strength proved insufficient to envelop and destroy the
S divisions, and s a consequence the Soviets were
obliged to call off their attack.
On the other hand, the infantry resources of Wiking
, were dwindling disastrously. Replacements garnered
from the Luftwafe proved to be more trouble than they
were worth in the melee of ground warfare. The
Russian tank riposte, when it came, involved T-34s and

T-41s spread out over a Tkm (1000yd) wide front. But _

infantry support for the tanks was negligible. Thé
Russians gingerly worked their way along their lisies of
advance, hugging roadside ditches which were some-
times hidden from view. With his guti crews under rifle
and machine-gun fire, Oberscharfiihrer (Sergeant)
Schmalz edged two flak guns towards the concealed
ditches and other points of cover. It took just a few
bursts to rout the enemy and force them into retreat.
The road to Modlin was kept open.

“Ata point on the river Narew, the biggest tributary
to the Vistula, the Division, which by then had been
obliged to accept further raw recruits dropped by the
Luftwaffe, was defending a position running south
along a section of the river’s 485km (303-mile) length.
It soon became clear that these forays by the Russians
heralded the renewed offensive on Warsaw itself.

Above: One of the thousands of non-combatant foreign
volunteers with the Waffen-SS, seen early in the war. If
captured by the Soviets, he would most likely be shot, or
imprisoned for life in a labour camp if he was lucky.

Divisional troops became hard-pressed in the neigh
bourhood of the railway line at Lotnisko, where the
Russians launched a two-hour barrage prior to their
main attack. With their Sherman tanks, the Red Army
forces plunged deep into the surrounding forest area.
A steel curtain of artillery fire rendered any communi-
cation impossible, let alone access into the sector
Ambulances sent to pick up, the growing numbers of
wounded were either destroyed or beaten back. Men
of the Westland Regithent were pinned down in the
cemetery abutting the forest. An eventual break-
through was made by a tough infantry contingent of
1t Battalion of 5th SS Panzer Regiment charged with
winning back those sections of the rail line which had
been lost. At the end of one evening, only 40 out of 400
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men had survived, the wounded being crammed
painfully into a single personnel carrier. The eventual
appearance of panzers provided a breathing space
during the breakout, although they'had a tough time
battling through the unfriendly forest terrain.

Around Warsaw itself, the Red Army had outrun its
supply system andniceded to gather strength before
asaulting the German defences encireling the capital.
The isurrection by the Polish ‘Home Army’ (AK) in
Warsaw had cost 200,000 civilian and 15,000 AK lives.
On 2 October the Poles capitulated. There were
10,000 dead among the 26,000 German casualties.
With the Soviet offensive called to a halt, the Germans

were able to crush the uprising. The surrender was .

signed by General Bor-Komorowski of AK. Warsaw wis -~
almost completely destroyed.

‘The Red Army had, back in late August, Been busy
0 the far south, and had brought about the capitula-

tion of Romania, thus enabling the Ru

1oy

the key oilfields at Ploesti. The en
Soviet hands by the end of the month.

 country was in
On 8
September the Soviet occupation of Bulgaria was
underway. This month also marked the final exit from

the war of the Finns, who for good measure turned on”,
the German mountain troops who had refused to evaic-
uate Finnish territory. Hitler's attention had, perforce,
to be switched to western Europe where, back at the
end of July, the Americans had launched their drive 1o
smash out of the Normandy bridgehead. Alas, he
could not afford to have his attention distracted. As
well as the adyaricing Ru there loomed the prob-
lem _of. Germany's erstwhile ally, Hungary. Hitler,
enstonced in the Adlerhorst, the headquarters near

n;

Below: A map showing German positions at the end of
the war. Wiking was heavily involved in the defence of
Budapest and Vienna. Many of the division who survived
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Berlin from which he commanded the Ardennes .

offensive, was showing further danger signs of being
stuck in a Stalingrac-like time warp. As the vasESoviet
wave of destruction rolled onvards towdrds Germany
north of the Carpathians, Hitlér found himself
obsessed with Hungary. Anl dttempt made in early
October by Admiral Miklos Horthy, Hitler's puppet
there, (o defect to the Soviet side was quickly foiled by
the Germans. Horthy was then pressed (o continued
subservience through the kidnapping of his playboy
“soh, Nikolaus. The next move was to imprison the 76-
year-old admiral and replace him with Ferenc Szalasi, a
committed fascist. Meeting with Hitler, Szalasi agreed
that the capital, Budapest, must be held ‘at any price’.
This was only possible if Hitler removed units from the
Ardennes Front to reinforce the defence of Budapest
and the line of the Danube north and south of the

‘Above: A map showing the shortived ‘Spring Awakening’
offensive and the planned move towards Budapest, and
the subsequent Soviet thrust towards Vienna, leading to
the latter’s capture in April 1045.
STAVKA ordered Marshal Theodor Ivanovich
Tolbukin to prepare the forces of the 8rd Ukrainian
Front for the coming battle of Budapest. Stalin's order
had been stark: ‘Take Budapest as quickly as possible.’
The response was quick; the Red Army advanced into
Hungary and on Christmas Eve 1944 its tanks burst
into the subuirbs of Buda, striking towards the land-
mark of the Hotel Gellert. The late-night shoppers at
first, ook it for granted that the tanks were German,
but once the Red Stars were spotted, there was panic.
The hitherto peaceful streets became battlegrounds as
the German Tigers rumbled across the bridges of the
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Danube to close with the advancing armour of the 3rd
Ukrainian Front, one of whose notable triumphs had
been the active support of Marshal Tito:in the capture
of Belgrade the previous October. The Russian forces,
consisting of three assault groups of tank, motorized

ind cavalry units, advatleed but were then repulsed.
the 2nd Ukrainian Front of Marshal
vich Malinoy

Simultaneous]
Rodion Yakov
Danube above Budapest. Two day
wo formations met west of the city. Five German and
s, with 800,000 civilians, were

y was crossing the

after Christmas, the

four Hungarian divisior
utoffand surrounded. Emissaries went forward to dis-

uss the terms of capitulation.

To Hitler this the ultimate heresy. There would
be no capitulation. Budapest would be recaptured, not

evacuated. This was never to be; the Russians’ gigantic

rocket assault blew apart the buildings andinfrastruc-
wre of the ancient city, the onslaught orchestrated by
the blare of Soviet loudspeakers urging the
Hungarians to come out peacefully and join the Red

Army. Those who had time pinned strips of red cloth
to their uniforms. Others who did not were butchered.

DeTriTUS OF DEFEAT
In vain, General Heinz Guderian, the acting Army
Chief of Staff, urged the Fiikrer to concentrate, all his
forces, including those withdrawn from the west after
the debacle in the Ardennes, to defend the Oder. But
Hitler, mesmerized above all by the threat to the oil
resources around Lake Balaton, would have none of it.
The fact that the oil wells were no longer able to
supply sufficient oil even to meet the requirements of
Army Group South was brushed aside. What was needed,
the Fiihrer proclaimed, was ‘the wider vision’, adding:
‘Hungary must be the objective. We will throw the

Below: Two panzergrenadiers from Sixth S Panzer Army
keep an eye out for the Soviet troops who they know will
soon appear, driving forward towards Budapest. The
fight for the capital was to be long and hard.

"
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Russians back across the Danube and then there will
tories.’” It was Hitler’s intention that

be other
General O. Wohler's Army Group South would ‘wap
and destroy the 3rd Ukrainian Front befween Lake

Balaton and the Danube. The major thrust would be

launched by Sepp Dietrich’s Sixth Panzer Army, now
withdrawn from the Western Front. Dietrich would
attack southeast from the northern end of Lake

Balaton to a line on the Danube embracing Budapest-
Baja. Erem south of the lake, advancing directly east,
wotld come Second Panzer Army with a supporting
attack to be launched northwards from the Yugoslavian
border. Budapest would be taken and the Red Army
front ‘struck off the order of battle’

In his memoirs Guderian, with uncharacteristic

mildness, summed up the bitter clash between himself
and Hitler: ‘T was sceptical, since very litte tiie had
been allowed for preparation, and neither the troops
nor the commanders possessed the same drive as in
the old days.” But argument with Hitler proved fruit-
less. An order |frofa [Fihrer Headquarters
(Fiihrevhauptquartior, FHQ) had reached the Wiking
Division’s command post near Modlin on Christmas
night, sent, Guderian later maintained, without his

knowledge. The personnel of IV S$ Panzer Corps were
to be transported forthwith by rail to the Komarom
area. Here they were to relieve IX S Mountain Gorps
of SS-Gruppenfiihrer und Generalleutnant der Waffen-SS
(LieutenantGeneral) Karl von Pfeffer-Wildenbruch, a
veteran police general, who was now under threat from
the encircling Soviet forces.

The men of Germania and Westland scarcely had
time o breath before they were formed into two battle
groups. The toughest assighment went to Germania,
ordered forthwith, to institute a frontal attack in the
direction of Budapest. In darkness, Westland was to
form up behind Germania, holding the position firm
while” Germania stormed ahead with enemy antitank
guns, assault groups, and tanks forming its target.

Left: ‘Royal Tigers of the Sixth SS Panzer Army before
the launch of the ‘Spring Awakening’ offensive in
Hungary. The tanks were too little, too late; in any case
they lacked fuel to manoeuvre properly in combat.
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Opinion was divided on the wisdom, not only of a

frontal attack, but also of tying down a panzer group

and battle group in one location. The decision to send

Westland at first light into what turned out to be a heav-
ily opposed uphill attack was at first successful, but all
t0o soon the battalions were pinned down by“heavy
fire. It was then proposed to assail the Russians’ weak-

est positions in the Pilis mountain, situated to the
north of Budapest on the right bank of the Danube.
The mountain network of caves, steep cliffs and hair-
outposts and strongpoints

for the Red Army. Along the winding roads eventually

pin bends proved useful as

was (o be seen the detritus of a German Army retreat-
ing in defeat, lorries and trucks abandoned, along with
weapons and equipment. Marauding Soviet troops

used the debris as cover.

DenteD MoRALE

Even though units of the Red Army were now ir

ght
n capital, IV S Panzer

of the suburbs of the Hungar

Left: The face of defeat — a Waffen-SS panzergrenadier in
the closing months of the war. To the end, many stayed
loyal to their oath to Hitler. Most were motivated by

ideology, and they would fight ‘Bolshevism’ to the es

Corps received orders (o shift position o the indusgri

and farming area of Szekesfehervar in the, sonthwest

This is believed to have been on the personal orders of

Hitler himself. It was from here that the next attempt o
break the stranglehold on Budapest would be made. 5
Obergruppenfiiler (General) Gille, who from the begin
ning had_been opposed to using Szekesfehervar as ar
fears confirmed when it

operationdl base, had
hecame evident that the Russiar

s had anticipated the
move and heavily mined the area, resulting in a distinct
lack of progress for the Germans. Never theless, Ullrich,
as Wiking's

group of SSObersturmbannfiiher (Lieutenant-Colonel

s commander, urged forward the armoured

Hans Dorr of Germania, and by the evening they had
broken through at a point where Russian manpoiver
was thin on the ground.

A briefing at G
carlier wrested from Russian hands, resulted in a seri
fon. A ditect hit by an antitank shell

mania’s command ‘post in Sarosd

ous loss to the Divis
led several officers, and severely wounded Hans

Do
ed the morale of the division which, fortuitously, was

. who later died of his injuries. This incident dent

testored by the capture of Szekesfehervar, at a time
eventh Guards Army had been

when the Russian Fifty-S

lly short of forcements and munitions

chronica

But nothing seemingly could now stop the final

Russia
around 07:00 hours on 29 January 1945 and, so it was

assault on Budapest which was launched

rumoured, was likely to be hindered only by one bat
tered cavalry division. The overall loss to Wiking and
Totenkopf of men and materiel was bléeding the Wafjer
S dry. A slow countermoyesas set at naught by the

strength of enemy fifé,“and the command post
Szekesfeheryat-had (6 be moved back. Al resistance

Right: Panzergrenadiers shelter from Soviet artillery fire
in their trench in Hungary. The Red Army had a massive
superiority in arillery, and every attack was preceded by
a lengthy bombardment.



RETREAT




SS-WIKING

Right: Towards the end of the war the Waffen-SS fought
, holding

street by street, house by house, room by roos
off retreat until the final moment. However, they could
only delay the inevitable collapse of Germany.

collapsed. As a contributor to History of the Second World:
1l K. Ziemke wrof
y - Pleffer-
Wildenbruch issued orders for a breakout. In a gesture
t of Pa
Stalingrad, Hitler had conferred the Knight's ¢

War, the American historian E:

‘On the morning of Febru

remi lus’ promotion (o Field-Marshal at

sces

ss of

ison

the Iron Cross on him the day before. But the gar
was down (o its last rations and ammunition, and split
into two' pockets, both too small for airdrops. On the

night of the 11th the troops tried to force their way out

along the Ttalian Boulevard while the staffs took a
roughly parallel route through a subterranean
di

close 1o 3

nage channel. Few even reached the suburbs. Of
).000 Germ ns — 10,600

nd Hung;

wounded were left behind — less than 700 reached the

German lines.’

No ReLIEF
In a rapid advance the Russians had encircled
Szekesfehervar and from Hider came the by now char-

acteristically intransigent demand: ‘Szekesfehervar

to be defended without regard for losses; the combat

c b is the of
Westland.” Pleas for relief were impossible; contact
which

could not be made with Wiking divisional H

was situated some 18km (11 miles) west of
Szekesfehs

toon reported that encirclement of the town by the

A reconnaissance regimental cycle pla-

v

Russians was virtually complete. Then in recognition
nce of the Fiiher order would amount {0 a
tence for Wiking, SS-Obergruppenfiihrer Gille at

that obed;

death
IV §

together with the wounded. The Sovi

S Panzer Corps authorized a withdrawal westwards

15" steamroller

advance had found Obessturmbannfiihrer (Licutenant-
nz Hack-of Westland in the thick of it:
n the courselof the day, the Soviet Russians attack us

Colonel) Fr:

frontally. stipported by artillery and *Stalin organ” fire.

The Datde rages in and around the litde town of

Seregelyes ... We captured a complete “Stalin organ”

with tractor and ammunition. Our men from the

152

artillery and infanufygtn units under Hauptsturmfiily
[Captain] Peter Wollseifer, turn the multiple mortar

around and soon the Soviet Russians get a taste of are
bsbardment from their own rocket weapon

A key role in the withdrawal was played by 9th S5
Panzer-Division Hohenstaufen, which had also originall
s. It shifted s

been recruited from foreign volunt
front to the northern part of Lake Balaton in order (o
hold the sector open for the Wiking Division. Withir
hours, the latier was able to find the protegtiorn of
Hohenstaufen’s front. All points west were jandmed, and
powerful motorized forces encountered nothing more
lethal than infantry small arms and several meagre sup

plics of ammunition.

The launch of Hitler's offensive, codenamed

1’ had begun on 18 February

‘Spring Awake

hen 1 and II SS Panzer Gofps entrained from
Wiesbaden, Koblenz arid, Borin. Hitder had sum-
moned smartly uniformed reserve forces which
seemingly had Ja’ call on the most sophisticated
ent

weapons. But assembly was one thing; fast movel
wother. The progress of the new reserve formations

had been much hindered by Allied air attacks and

uel shortages, so it was not until the beginning of

o assemble hi

s able

March that Sepp Dietrich wa
forces between Lakes Balaton and Velencze. As well

s two panzer corps, Sixth S Panzer Army also had
inder its command two cavalry divisions and Wiking
wnd  Totenkopf of IV SS Panzer Corps. and a
Hungarian infantry division. The plan was for the
main attack to be made on 6 March with Sixth Army

under General Hermann Balck, with Dietrich’s 6th

RETREAT

S Panzer Army on his right. Subsidiary attacks on

the day before would be the responsibility of Aimy
Group E across the Drava and Second Panzer Army
to the south of Lake Balaton. As to the fate of Sixth

SS Panzer Army, Sepp Dietrich later recounted:
“My left flanks [11 SS Panizer Corps] had no success

worth mentioning. The emplacements along the west-

ern bank of (lie Danube, the hard strong enemy, and
sable for tanks, prevented

The centre [1

the marshy ferrain, imy

oy advancing and attaining our goal

sions] reported good

Panzer Corps and the cavalry di
success; yet when tanks were employed to exploit the

initial successe:
able. The terrain, which was supposed to be frozen

1 maintained

the terrain proved completely impass-

and which General von Wohler h:

hard.

10 be passable, was wet and marshy
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Sixth SS Panzes
Tig

- m

) the MkVI
11 heavy battle tank — the “Royal’ or *King’ Tiger

Army was equipped

sively armoured and mounting an 88mm
(3.46in) gun. In addition, more than 600 tanks and
self:propelled guns we bid to batter
cze. Al shis
weaponry, however sophisticated, proved: aseléss, and

the burnt-out hulks were left stranded ‘in the wates

insupport of th

through the Soviet lines of Lake Vele

logged plains. There was a general consensus that the
“Royal’ Tige

s had proved irrelevant; a sarcastic cc

ment by the troops was that Hitler’s Schnorketequipped
U-boats would have been better. The coup de grace
was delivered by Ru

vs artillery and auack aircraft
Ihe failure of the SS in Hungary caused constern,

tion. Hitler, according to Guderian, who heard it frov
Wohler, was ‘beside himself” and sent Himmler to find

out what had gone wrong,

The Fihrer, according to

some accounts, rem:

ed obsessive about reg

n

the oilfields, until he was show
depicti

rerial photograph
g the sites as nothing but bomb craters.
Surprisingly, perhaps, despite the fact that-the entire

sstern Front was as ¢

»od as lost, morle 2

troops apparently remained high, 7s did the sense of
discipline and spirit of comradeship. Wiking Division’s

SS-Obersturmfiihrer

utenant) Eric Brorup recalled:

My most memorable encounter took place on St
Pawick’s Day, 17 March 1945, near Szekesfehervar in
Hu Sturmbannfiihrer
[Major] Fritz Vogt, holder of the Knight's Cross with
Ouak Leaves. The Russians had st

uy. 1 owas adjutant ... to

ted their offensive

the day before, which was also Fritz Vogt's 27th birth-
day. Our unit was SS-Panzer Aufklarungs Abieilung 5.
1 had established a cc

nand post in a small house

and set up communicatior

with a switchboard, and
radio while shells fell all around us. SS-
Obergruppenfiihrer und General. der Waffen-SS [G 1
Herbert Otto Gille telephoned to congratulate Vogt on

ner

his birthday and 1o tell hinihe had just been awarded
the Oak Leaves to- his Knight's Cross. His face lit up
Calls for a drink!” We

then the Supply officers showed up bearing

and 1 said: “/This

hoisted a few,

me bot-

tes o

beer, and all the other officers found time to

{how up for a quick drink. All the while the war was
v 1

going oy around us.
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‘One Company commander was having some trouble
With the enemy, so I suggested to Vogt that 1 go out and
ty o straighten things out. Vogt laughed and said

“What's the matter with you, do you feel like a hero

today?” T answered that he had just got himself a new
medal and should let others have a chance (o win one.
He replied: “Okay, but watch what you are doing!" By
this time, of course, we had all had a good drink and
were in excellent sy

1 got an SAK(z 2!

0/9 (a half triick armoured per
sonnel carrier with 20mm [0.79in] cannons mounted)
and went into batde. We we

firing high-explosive

shells and it s

emed casy, like shooting f

1 a barrel.

Above: Sepp Dietrich (left), commander of 6th S
Panzer Army, of which the remnants of Wiking were a

part. The last month

of the war were spent by the
division defending fir:

Budapest, then Vienna.

Then the Russians brought up an antitank rifle and

shot up my vehicle, for

ing
nd combat
mtitank rocket bu

to bail out. We ended up

in hand-to-h:

\ them. 1 had a Panzerfaust
wouldn't fi
like a club and cracked one Russian’s head with it. 1 was

I therefore used it

in trouble, though. However, Fritz Vogt then appeared

with a few more armoured personnel carriers and got

me out. He told me to take acouple of hours off, and

later he and I went off alone on a reconnaissance

behind enemy ling

1 got the Iron Cross First Class for

all this ...

VIENNA THREATENED

By now the Russ

s held Budapest in a vice. Hitler
sacked Wohler and replaced him with €
Rendulic 1o he
the |

neral Lothar
1 Army Group South. On 25 March

issian bre

Akihrough was all but complete and the
next day‘the Russians went into the final phase which
was“the drive into Austria, the shorilived Ostmark
ce of the

serman Reich. Dietr

h had pressed on

nna, his ar
g il
capital. Making the best of an impossible job in that

lio announce-

al greeted by a 1z

ment st

t he had been appointed to defend the

ity of shambles, he teamed up with Rendulic, who had
hastened to join him from St Polten, east of 1

nz. High
priority was given to the defence of Viemia by the
Waffen-SS. although there was_ nothing that even

remotely compared with the deferis
existed in Bud:
Sixth SS Panzer Army, with elements of Wiking,
Leibstandarte and the 17th Infantry Divi

e systems that had

and Pest. Re

arguard detachments of

ion, set up fie-

quent ambushes, mined roads

nd blew bridges to

hold off the Soviet Army. A ha me was giv
Soviet Sixth Guards Tank Army on the li
Leithe. The strength of army tank brigades was slashed
to between 7 and 10 tanks, but it made liule difference

to the

e of the river

overall. The men of Wiking remained fanatic in adher-
g to their

10 fight o the last gasp. Training sessions continued

determined

oath of allegiance and

with the emphasis on hand-to-hand combat. Somehow
suppli

s of food - *of the highest quality’, according to

Peter Strassner — reached the Divi There were

o1

even

stances of the Germ:

1 penchant for stockpiling
being extended) 1o réplacement guns and tractors.

By now in thie European theatre the fate of Hungary
was no fonger a
that the main Ru

ajor concern. Hitler had ordered

ian assault force, crossing the Oder
south of Stettin, should be opposed to the last man.
I ied out almost to the letter by 65
men from Wallonien;

is orders were ¢

only 35 men survived. But the

Russians were breasting the Oder
Soviet assault on Ber

nd the threat of a
n and the Elbe had become, the
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Tiew nightmare. pril came the ultimate ‘whis-
tle in the dark’. This was the final order of the day to

Wiking: ‘Tt e soldier on the Eastern Front does his

duty in these coming days and weeks, the last assault
from Asia will be broken, exactly as the invasion by our
enemy in the west will fail in the end in spite of evéry-
thing. Berlin remains German, Vienna will bé-C

again and Europe will never be Russian.”

SURRENDER PLANS

In isolated pockets, the Front had remained firm with
the division holding off atta in the Walkersdorf
area, but a divisional order reached a pioneer battalion
at noon on 7 May, ordering abandonment of its posi-
tons, since surrender was imminent. Indeed, that
night Ullrich gave the order for withdrawal to the
north behind an agreed demarcation line where the
surrender was to be, not to Russian forces, but the
Americans. During the long withdrawal south to Graz,
Westland became separated for a while from the rest of
the Division and was forced to fight it out when the
Russians moved into the vacated territory. On the river
Mur, the Russians wi aiting with cavalry and T-34
tanks. Those who survived the onslaught made for the
American lines at Radstad, north of the river. A note of
irony was struck ‘by the presence of a number of
Russians who had been prisoners of the Germans and
who were considerably concerned about their fate at
the hands of the commissars. A plea that they should
accompany the men of Wiking was turned down; there

s no transport available to y them. As Peter

assner later reported:

‘Just before the demarcation line ... Oberfiihrer
[Colonel] Ullrich released the commanders and offi-
cers from their oath and left them free to go into an
uncertain imprisonment with the troops or to str
out into the mountains and attempt to reach their
homes. He himself, he explained, preferred to
remain with his men'in order to fulfil their trust in

Right: Thé advance guard of a Soviet division moves cau-
tiously through Budapest. The buildings on the street
show the marks of battle — the Hungarian capital was the
scene of hard fighting for some months.
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the difficult times ahead. All of the assembled officers

shared the view of their commander and went into
American captivity ..."

In contrast to the treatment that tHey would
undoubtedly have received from the Russians, the pris-
oners were treated with courtesy and the officers were

allowed to keep thei heir trans-

portation toa detent
and they remained there until September, when the

detention camp was disbanded.

Last Rites

SS-Standartenoberjunker Jan Munk of Westland was one of

those attempting to form the so-called Nibelungen

Division made up of Volksturm personnel, the German

om all

equivalent of Britain’s Home Guard, drawn

males between the ages of 16 and 60 who were not in

but were capable of béaring arms.
Munk found himself in a rural area’some 29km (18
miles) from the Austrian borderand 96km (60 miles)

from Munich. He later recalled:

give
ars ol and as

a company of Labour Corps boys, all 16

or17 cen as mustard ... On 1 May at

Eggenfelden near Vilsbiberg, I went with my boys to

the edge of a forest. We had to hold that position. W

saw about a dozen American tanks ap

aching, mov-
ing in single file along a narrow road. I managed to
disable the first one, but I could s

that our positio

was hopeless. I sent all the boys away to make thy

own way home
Not every unit of Wiking was a spent force; there
were remnants whose retreat from the battle fronts
brought them to the final showdown in Berlin. That
the foreign legions fought fiercely to the last did not
otion to the Nazi cause.

mean fanatical de

necessar

To the German soldier, surrender would most likely
mean a prison camp, but to the foreign collaborators
there l6omed trial at the vengeful hands of their own

people, bitter from years of occupation, followed by

Left: A Soviet patrol hunts for any stragglers or hidden
snipers in the rui

of Budapest. They use dogs to help
detect any hidden humans — civilians were also trapped
beneath the rubble.
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the very real possibility of the firing squad. All was now  and overhead railways of Berlin’s transportation system
set for the capture of Berlin itself. formed readymade obstacles and barriers, there was
On 16 January 1945, and unbeknown to most  no one there to man them.

Berliners, Hitler had returned, at firséo take up resi-

dence in the Reich Chancellery building, which was  WITHOUT MERCY

once intended as the symbol of a proud rebuilt capital  In the war's closing days, apart from two undgr—
city. The gaunt edifice; now surrounded by a moon-  strength army divisions, the defence of Berlinwas in
scape of craiehs and rubble, was itself pounded and  the hands of 11th SS-PanzergrenadicrFreiwilligen-
pockmdrked by bomb blasts. On 30 January, Hitler  Division Nordland, along with scatiered French and
delivered his last speech over the radio, and thercafter  Latvian Wagfen-SS, and the tattered remnants of Wiking.
ook refuge increasinglyin the concrete shelter builtin  These were the ongé proud and sometimes arrogant
the Chancellery garden. Eventually he moved perma-  products of Stefner's barrack squares. The ignomin-
nendy in what was the 13th and last Fihmer ious sk these oncehaughty formations was to
Headquarters. Buried 17m (55ft) below ground, the  muistef as many Volksturm as they could dragoon into
bunker was built in two storeys with exterior walls 1.8m-“ the lastditch defence. Lists of those Valksturm liable for
(6f0) thick and a 24m (8f)) thick concrete, canopy  service had previously been compiled by local Nazi
topped with 9m (30f) of earth. The Fihmutikervas  Party organizations and their politcally reliable off-

divided into 18 cramped rooms, from which the means  cers appointed by Gauleiters (p and
of contact with the outside world had dwindled to a their subordinate Keisleiters. o
modest swi and one radio itter, as well the Volksturm battalions together

as one radiotelephone link with the Army High  amounted to 15 million men, but few were equipped
Command headquarters at Zossen. cither with materiel or the experiencé to-confront a
In. mgnﬁnh of Berlin there now came i enemy. Nevertheless | whether baby faces

P \nﬂuﬁc 2nd Belorussian Front, in the centre /huko\ or gnarled veterans, they|were thrust into the front

“yith the Ist Belorussian Front and, in the south, line. Thatany effective défence of Berlin remained was
Koniev's Ist Ukrainian Front. The race for the German  mere illusion. A bizarre scheme concocted by the
capital was on, heralded by three red flares soaring  Hitler Jugend leader, Artur Axman, to smuggle Hitler
into the sky above the Kustrin bridgehead. The  out between a gap in the Russian lines under the pro-
German frontine was engulfed with the furious bom- ¢ . “tection of Nondland was angrily rejected by the Fiirer
bardment of 20,000 artillery pieces that set fordsts By then, at last recognizing defeat, Hitler ended his life
S on 30 April. His last testament served as a final vicious
kick. He had been betrayed; the German people had
hordes struck out across th Oder on rafts and in  proved unequal to and unworthy of his leadership.
boats. The Oder line was ripped open on a 70km (44 They would deserve the dire future that he foresaw for
mile) front. By 20 April, Red Army troops had  them. Berlin was now destined to become the grave-
breached the outer northwest defensive perimeter of  yard of what remained of the Waffen-8 -
Berlin. The city itself was dotted with slit trenches and The end for these men was possibly more bearable
islated pillboxes which had been erected far too late  than the particularly horific fate reserved for those

"0 have much effect. Although the cutiings, culverts  from Estonia, tho Baltit/republic which had previously

been undE( Soviet control, and whose Grenadier

Left: The countless bodies of WaffenSS men left behind  Division Jhad fought with Wiking. In the autumn of
in the snows of Russia, not counting the thousands taken 1944, despite a ferocious defence against the Red
prisoner, meant that the best of Germany’s menfolkhad  Army along the Estonian-Russian border, the

been lost to her by the time she needed them most. Estonians were overrun, driven out and forced into

)
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retreat alongside their German allies. The pursuit had
first been into Silesia and finally Czechoslovakia, where
the men were cornered and then butchered without
mercy. Those who did manage to escape westwards sur-
rendered willingly to Anglo-American forces. Not all
those who served in the non-Germanic contirigents of
Wiking came home to the sort of welcome they had
hoped for. Ornulf Bjornstad, who hatl come back from
the Eastern Front after serving in the Caucasus and the
Ukraine along with his comrades in Germania, would
recall after the war had ended:
‘At the start of the war we made it clear to

that‘we were fighting with the Germans because they
offered the best hope of beating communism. I had a
lot of encouragement from my family and friends. But
when the war started going against Germany their atti-
tude changed to hostility against the whole German
cause. This change of attitude dated from the defeat at
Stalingrad in 1943 and the subsequent retreat.”

Post-WAR RECKONING

A mere handful of veterans at thattime constituted his
only friends. He was among those who did not merely
encounter the cold shoulder of disapproval. In a new
post-war mood, ) Norway became intent on revenge
st those tainted with Nazi collaboration. Ornulf
ad was arrested, brought to trail and sentenced

to five years of hard manual labour.

Apart from disillusion and the perils of an uncertain
future in a shattered land, it could be argued that the
lucky ones were those men and youths turned loose
amid the smoking ruins of the Reich capital. Not for
them was the dreadful fate of being far from home.in
\ frozen hell, crushed to bloody pulp under the tracks
of tanks or incinerated by blazing fuel from burning
panzers. There had also been those who vanished to
rot in the hell of Soviet jails. For as long as 30 year

ter the war’s end, it was be d that there were still
prisoners in Russii who would never be released. Any

Right: One of the last photographs of the Waffen-SS in
action in World War 11, showing men of the 6th SS
Panzer Army accompanied by a Panther tank during yet
another local counterattack against the Red Army.
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sympathy for them must, of course, be tempered by
knowledge of the atrocities committed by the Waffen-
S (including the various units of Wiking) on the

Eastern Front. As for pointing the finger of blame at
those responsible for the hideous waste of young lives,
one man —who was in a unique position to know ~had
few doubrts. Field Marshal Erich von Manstein, agreed
by many historians to have been Gérmany's most out-
standing military commander during World War II,

made the judgement in his memoirs:

... bravely as the Waffen SS divisions always fought,
and fine though their achievements may have been,
theresis not the least doubt that it was an inexcusable

mistike to set them up as a separate military organiz
tion. Hand-picked replacements which could have
filled the posts of NCOs in the army were expended on
, which in

a quite inadmissible scale in the Waffen
general paid a toll of blood incommensurate with its
actual gains. Naturally this cannot be laid at the door
troops themselves. The blame for such

of the SS
unnecessary consumption of manpower niust lie with
the men who set up these special tunits for purely
political motives, in the face of gpposition from all the

competent army authorities:

In no circumstanees must it be forgotten, however,
that the Waffen-S5, like the good comrades they were,
fought shoulder to shoulder with the army at the front
and always showed themselves courageous and reli-
able. Without doubt a large proportion of them would
have been only too glad to be withdrawn from the juris-
diction of a man like Himmler and incorporated into
the army."

For those who had dreamt of a brighter future for
their country, and who had fought with the Waffen-SS
for genuinely idealistic and selfless reasons, the fairest
judgement will surely be these men had been woefully
‘misguided and misled. In their unswerving dedication,
they had at least shown themselves to be worthy of an
infinitely better cause:

Right: A knocked-out halftrack on the streets of Berlin in
May 1945, her dead crew lying alongside. Often wrongly

attributed to Wiking, it in fact carries the markings of the
Nordland Division, which also recruited foreign volunteers.
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FELIX STEINER
Any account of the career of Felix Steiner has to con-
sist of more than his service as commander of the 5th
SSPanz:rDmslon'lelmg and subsequently of Il S
(German) Paiizer Corps. For it was Steiner’s radical
appivach to methods of training that helped the
“,. Waffen-SS become what the historian Gerald Reitlinger
described as ‘the most efficient of all the military train-
ing systems of the Second World War'. Born on 23 May
1896 in Stalluponen, East Prussia, of an Austrian emi-

Reichswehr's training command. His interest in radical

‘methods of training sprung from searing experiences; .~

in the Kaiser’s war, in which he believed that there had "
been needless and wanton sacrifice of lives. The oppor-
tunity to bring about concrete changes came with the
rise of Hitler and the |création of the SS-
ingstruppen, which, i’ its early stages, served as
the Fiihrer's practorian guard before going on to
achieve an increased military complexity.
Steiner’s early role in the Verfiigungstruppen was in

grant family, Steiner went to war in 1914 with the 5th __the development of the 3rd Batalion of the SS-
East Prussian Infantry Regiment No 41 Van Boyenia and’~ Regiment Deutschland which was stationed in Munich

fought at
After serving as company leader in a Shcincan
batalion, he was engaged in the (hick of the fighting
in the massive German offensives of Spring 1918, both
in Flanders and also in France.

Three years after the armistice, Steiner was back in
service, now with the Reichswehr, the postWorld War 1
German Army, where he became adjutant to an
fantry regiment with the rank of captain. Promotion
followed to the rank of major as a staff member of the

where he rou

Left: Felix Steiner (left) shown when he was commander
of III S Panzer Corps, awarding the Iron Cross to an
Estonian volunteer, Obersturmbannfiihrer (First
Lieutenant) Harald Riipalu.

and had its training camp at Dachau. Here he applied
his military training to the men with the ethos of his
own personal motto ‘Sweat saves blood". Furthermore,
he claimed that with Deutschland, ‘a new soldier spirit
grew from the beginning’. At first the number of pro-
fessional soldiers who joined the SS were few and they
were disdained by those whose agfitude was firmly
entrenched in the strictly conservative Prussian tradi-
tion. Steiner's conviction was that the future belonged
dnits that would fight independently,
hamcssmplr that modern technology could provide.
His dedision to do away with barracksquare drill in
favour of shorter periods of combat training with live
ammunition was at first greeted with derision. But
those who opposed Steiner were obliged to change
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Above: Felix Steiner in thoughtful mood. Before com-
manding Wiking Divsion, Steiner had led the Deutschland
regiment in the SS-VT Division during the Polish and
French campaigns.

their views with the conversion of Hitler himself to
Steiner’s creed. Indeed, Hitler had been totally
unaware of how quickly Steiner's revolutionary style of
training had advanced when in 1939 the new tactics
were. by Deutschland at the

under 20 minutes, appeared fresh and tireless, ready
for close-quarter battle with hand grenades and demo-
lition charges. Furthermore, to assist the speed of their
advance, they carried machine pistols rather than
rifles. Every bit as delighted as Hider with the effées
tiveness of Stciner’s methods of training was Heinrich
Himmler, who was keen to secure all credit for himself
as Reichsfiihrer-SS. But not everyone was happy about
Steiner’s increasing involvement with the Waffen-S5. A
note of jealousy can be discerned in the remark of Paul
Hausser, the retired Reichswehr officer who had been
instructed by Hitler in 1935 to form an officer cadet
schaol affer joining the SS the year before. He acidly

« déscribed Steiner as ‘Himmler's favourite baby'"

During the Polish campaign at the outbreak of
World War II, the 2800strong regiment Deutschland
was, along with other units of the S$-Vrfiigungstruppen,
attached to PanzerDivision Kempf. On its transfer o

the west, the regiment engaged with a French division,
in Holland. It broke through in the area of Walelieren
island on the north bank of the Scheldt.estuary, taking
Vlissingen at the mouth of the riveér. Just how success-
ful Steiner had become in building up a totally loyal
and fearless cadre of (toops was demonstrated strik-
ingly during the early stages of the evacuation of the
British Expeditionary Force (BEF) from Dunkirk in
May 1940. George Stein in his book Waffen-S$ writes of
‘one of the earliest recorded examples of the fanati
cally tenacious almost suicidal behaviour that charac-
terized the combat performance of the Waffen-SS
throughout the war’. A British brigade had thrown the
S8 out of the town of St Venant, which had been sery-
ing as a vital passage for BEF units preparing for a
rapid withdrawal across the river Lys. Pursuit was ham-
pered when forward elements of 3rd Panzer Division
became bogged down. Well in advafice of any German
unit, SSR tschland-thrust through success-

fraining arca. The Fiihrer had been searching the
ground with his binoculars, enquiring when the attack
would start. Steiner replied that it had been in progress
for 20 minutes. It was at this point that the assault
troops appeared, moving forwards rapidly, neither
pausing nor allowing themselves to be pinned down by
ire. The men, who had covered 3km (1.9 miles) in

byl the st Steiier; as regimental commander,
ordered his 8rd Battalion to attack across the water

Right: Herbert Otto Gille, second commander of the
Wiking Division, had an undistinguished start to his
career in the Waffen-SS. He had previously served as an

officer in World War I, winning the Iron Cross.
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with two batteries of arillery in support. The men of
Deutschland, undaunted by vastly superior odds, fired
on the English tanks at distances of under 4.5m (15ft)
with rifles, machine guns and antitank-ifles or pitched
hand grenades at a few yardsange into the face of the
oncoming tanks. Retaliation by other British tanks
emerging front the north was greeted with ferocious
opposition. [Farther bloodetting slowed the British
withdrawal. This and other actions in France and
Belgium brought Steiner the Knight's Cross as well as
promotion to the rank of SS-Brigadefiihrer und
Generalmajor (Major-General)

With this p came a crucial assi at

of the Soviet Second Shock Army at the bridgehead,
the corps suffered devastatingly from a heavy 65
minute artillery bombardment. It was then forced to
withdraw west to Narva on the border with Estonia,

where fierce fighting continued throughout the sum-
mer. The Oak Leaves with Swords which Steiner

received was just about the only consolation for him
until the war's end. Indeed, he could count himself
extremely fortunate to have collected the honour atall
and not to have suffered a gruesome fate. On the
morning of 20 July 1944, Hitler had held a military
briefing at the Wolf's Lair (Wolfsschanz), a massive con-

the prompting of Heinrich Himmler: formation of a
new motorized SS division which would draw on the
volunteers of most western and north European coun-
tries. The eventual result was the SS-Wiking, destined
for divisional status. In support of Wiking, Steiner
claimed that its creation paved the way for the *histori-
cally and politically, correct idea of a Europe with a
common destiny which embraced all European volun-
teers and bound them together in spirit'. The lessons
leartit by the men of Wiking on Steiner's training
grounds were further translated into highly effective
action towards the end of June 1941 when ‘Operation
Barbarossa’, the invasion of the Soviet Union, was
already underway. Subordinate to III Panzer Corps,

Wiking participated in the success of a speedy advance _

towards Cholm, a small town lying at the confluence of
the Lovat and Kunya rivers in marshy territory south of
Lake llmen. Garrisoned by 3500 men froma variety of
different units, the town had been qaickly surrounded.

Lightning attacks during 'the second battle for
Rostovand the thrust to the Kuban in August 1942, fol-
lowed by solid achievements in the Caucasus, led to the
award of the Oak Leaves to Steiner’s Knights Cross. In
May 1943, Steiner was charged by Hitler with the for-
‘mation of Il (German) SS Panzer Corps in a year
when the situation on the Eastern Front was becoming
critical. At first the corps had some success in blocking
a heavy Russian incursion into the bridgehead at
Oranienbaum (now Lomonosoy), situated on the
southern edge of the Gulf of Finland immediately to
the west of Leningrad. But following the intervention

m

crete, serving as FHQ at Rastenburg in East

‘Piussia. A bomb, planted under the conference table

by a group of conspirators who intended to kill Hitler
and seek peace terms with the Allies, had exploded.
The Fiilrer, however, survived. Revenge was swift and
terrible. The subsequent wave of arrests and barbaric

executions by slow strangulation swept up 2 field mar-

shals and 16 generals. Other arrests and killings also
followed. Steiner, along with many in thé S, had
called for the removal of Hitler on the grounds that
the Fiihrer was mentally derariged, but he was not
actively involved in the plot. By some miracle, Steiner
survived the subsequent witch-hunt.

October saw Steiner forced by a bout of jaundice to
delegate command to SS-Obergruppenfiihrer (General)

‘George Keppler. After recovery came command in the
“ NewYear of Eleventh Army. This was an impressive title

for a tattered outfit which was to consist largely of the
remnants of an SS police division summoned for an
ineffectual attack south of Stettin. Hitler pinned his
faith on Steiner for the last-ditch defence 6f Berlin in
the closing weeks of the war. The Fiihrer elevated
Steiner’s command to an Armee Abteilung (army detach-
ment), giving him three scratch ‘divisions and the
ghosts of a panzer corps. With these, Steiner was o
attack south from Ebérswalde on the Finow Canal,
24km (15 miles) riorth of Berlin. To his directive Hitler

Right: A portrait of Gille when divisional commander of
Wiking. He had worked his way up from command of the
division’s artillery regiment, winning the Knight's Cross
in October 1942. Note the prominent Wiking cuff band.
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added: ‘Officers who do not accept this order without
reservation are (o be arrested and shot instanty. You
yourself I make responsible with your, head for its exe-
cution.” Those who refused to furnish troops to Steiner
would be ‘dead within five“Hours'. The order was
impossible to carry out, One of the divisions, the 4th S5
Polizei Division; fiét only had just two battalions, but was
also unarmed. Others were already tied down and
their'removal would leave the Front unprotected. Even
though hastily supplied with a few thousand men of
the Luftwaffe ground staff by way of reinforcements,
Steiner stayed put. He later declared: ‘I did not want to
lose a single man in an enterprise doomed to crushing

Until his death in Munich on 12 May 1966, Felix
Steiner kept fully in touch with his old comrades and
was a frequent figure at SS reunions. Released from
prison on 27 April 1948, he wrote The Volunteer, an

account of his war. He stoutly maintained until the end: 7.~ ~

that ‘the war against Bolshevism' had been justified.
Hergert 0770 GiLLE 5

Herbert Otto Gille, both as second commander of the
Wiking Division and subsequently of IV SS Panzer
Corps, had an early apprenticeship in the army which
he joined as a teenager, Born on § March 1897 at Bad
Gandefs iéim, he attended the military college in

disaster from the start. The plan of attack had been. 2 Mberg:n near Cologne. In the spring of 1914 he

established on bases which existed only in the imagi-~
nation of the Reich Chancellery bunker. | J-
Afiae arllontbiiiss o imebhercAt! rage, Fliter
returned to relative lucidity and issued another order
to Steiner to establish a bridgehead across the
Ruppihner Canal, on the route to the capital. Steiner,
reasoning that it did not matter whether the bridge-
head was established or not, obeyed the order. As it

tugned out, it was not large enough for tanks, and the
*Russians attacking from three sides ground to a halt.

By this time Steiner was nursing a fond hope that the
defeated Germans might team up with the Western
Allies and thus turn against the Russians. But his own

was transferred to the military college at Gros
Lichterfelde in Berlin, later the training ground of
many future members of the Waffen-SS.

Within a year Gille had reached the rank of licu
tenant and he served in field artillery, where he w2
commended for his command of a platoon and bt
tery, receiving both the Tron Cross First wid Second
Class and the Combatants Cross‘of Horiour. At the
close of the war he could see no-advantage in staying
in the army, and in Match 1919 resigned as a First
Lieutenant. For 15 years he worked in agriculture, but
in May 1934 joined the SS-Verfiigungstruppen, where he
soon attined the rank of SS-Obersturmfilrer (First

role in the defence of Berlin ceased abrupty. Hider . Licutenant) and was appointed to command a pla

dismissed him. Within days, Steiner had quu:l}v
marched his men to the British lines.

His devotion to the men of his fomier losion
remained a byword. One example Was later provided
by the memories of a Syédish volunteer who had
served with both the Wiking and Nordland Divisions
throughout the Russian campaigns and during the bat-
tle for Berlin. The two men had encountered one
another on the Oder Front in March 1945.

‘As he approached me, his stern features bright-
ened into a beaming smile. He had recognized me.
And yet it was almost a year since I had taken partin a
deputation from all ranks of the division which had
greeted him at Narva on his birthday. Since then he
had seen innumerable new faces and yet he recog-
nized mine. He called me by my name.”

m

toon, followed by a machine-gun company. During the
second year of the war he was transferred to Heuberg,
where Felix Steiner was in the process of shaping th
future Wiking Division and was looking for officer
material who could serve in it.

Although he took part in the campaign in the West
in 1940 and subsequently was awarded the German
Cross in Gold, it was not until the sufmer of 1942 that
Gille made a significant mark, Phiat came with his lead-
ership of a unit, in a forvard position, in the Kuba
area well to the southeast of Rostoy, and involving
forces of Nordland and Germania. A notable achieve
ment was the securing of the Kuban after heayy fight-
ing at a key railway junction at Krapotkin, where &
4000strong Russian column was routed. This would
earn him the Knight's Cross on 8 October 1942 and
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also, as SS-Oberfiihrer (Colonel), the overall command
of 5th SS-Artillery-Regiment Wiking.

In August 1942 Gille - with Wiking, at the head of
LVII Panzer Corps, with forces that included the 5th SS
Artillery Regiment — was in action against furious
enemy opposition from the area of Tuapse, located
directly on the eastern edge of the Black Sed; péne-
trating the northwest and southwest of the Maykop oil
region. On 9 November of that year, Gille was further
promoted to SS-Brigadefiilirer und General-Major der
Waffen-SS (Major-General).

During the following May Felix Steiner quit Wiking
to take over Il (Germanic) S$ Panzer Corps. Gille was
promoted to command the recenty designated SS-
Panzergrenadier-Division Wiking It

an appoint-
ing
that the new incumbent lacked sufficient experience

ment not without controversy; there was some fe

for the post. As for his men, they came to regard him
as a strict disciplinarian, who at the same time deliber-
ately cultivated an air of informality which earned him

the title ‘Papa’ Gille. A reassuring figure, he invariably

Above: Gille (left) watches the progress of the batle for
Kowel with his Wiking Division staff. He was later
promoted to command IV S Panzer Corps, of which his
old division was part.

sported a favourite gnarled walking stick. During his

time, Gi

e particularly impressed Untersturmfiihrer
Peter Neumann of Wiking:

It is the first chance I've had of seeing him at
such close quarters. He breakfasted in our Mess. He
struck me as being extraordinarily simple and friendly.
They say that on duty he’s a hard man. But he did not
strike me as at all severe ... Quite tall, carrying his 50-
d face
and nose of a bon wivant. His tortoiseshell gl
increase the impfession of infectious good nature he

odd years lightly, slightly balding, he has the

ses

seems to exude.’
I addition, Gille posses:

da talent for org;

well as an iron nerve, qualities which were

larly in evidence during the perilous evacuation in
January-February 1944 of the Korsun pocket, and the

m
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¢rossing of the icy waters of the Gniloi Tikitsch.
Immediately following this breakout, he flew to the
Fithrer HQ and received his Oakleaves with Sword

By this time, German manpower was seriously

haemorrhaging and the plight of the city of Kovel in
the Ukraine had to take urgent precedence over siip-
plies of reinforcements. Following the, entrance of
Wiking to Kovel on 16 March 1944, the city was encir-
cled by Lhc Russians, and it was
fortify

s assignment to
. But the Front could only be stabilized; the
rnn\nlaunn for Gille was that he was bestowed another
decoration ~ the Oakleaves, Swords and Diamonds - of
which he was the 12th recipient.

The division was exhausted, and parts of it were
withdrawn to a training area in Poland. On regaining
its strength Gille, having taken command of IV SS
Panzer Corps, took part in the heavy defensive fights
around Warsaw. On Christmas Eve 1944 the corps,
under Gille, with the rank of SS-Obergruppenfiihrer und
General der Waffen-SS (General), was directed by Hider
10 quit the severely threatened Warsaw Front and move
805km (500 miles) south to Budapest’s Lake Balaton.

On New Year's Day, the Wiking and Totenkopf
Divisions, supported by infantry, sped to Budapest air-
port in a bid to rescue 45,000 German soldiers and S

men. But an,_order from Fourth Army bent on sur-
rounding 10 Russian divisions north of Balaton led to
the withdrawal of Gille's corps. It was a move which
would prove disastrous; the Russians had the breathing
space to stiffen their resources, and by the end of the
month the attack was scrapped. The Red Army moved

in on Pest and the final collapse of the Germans was
inevitable. On 8 May 1945, Gille passed into captivity
and was released three years later:

He spent his remaining years running a small book-
shop, as well as founding the veterans’ magazine,
called Wiking Ruf (Wiking Call). He died at Stemmen,
near Hanover, of a heart aitack on 26 December 1966,
his funeral attended by more than 800 of his former
comrades in Wiking.

Jnuuun:s RunnLF MuHLENKAMP

Indisputably one of the most able and daring tank
men, as well as being a born leader and great inspira-
tion to his men, Muhlenkamp was brought up in
Braunschweig, where he was educated at the

Junkerschule. He joined the SS with the number 86,065

and volunteered at the age of 24 for service in SS-
Regiment Germania. He went to war with the regiment
in Poland in 1989 with the rank of SS-Untersturmfithier
(Lieutenant). As he was already highly regarded by his
superiors, Muhlenkamp was earmarked“for fast pro-
motion and, with the rank, of SS-Haupsturmfiihrer
(Captain), was appointed o tike over the command of

J became of
Wiking in succession to Herbert Gille in August 1944.

m

the ngs Abteilung (or rec i unit)
of the Germania Regiment.

Above: Gille (left) with Leon Degrelle (second from
right) and Lieutenant-General Lieb (second left) with the
German press chief Dr Dietrich after the successful
breakout from the Korsun pocket.

He saw action first in France and then in the
Balkans before being transferred to Russia. During the
push towards Moscow in the summer of 1941,
Muhlenkamp — with Paul Hausser — was seriously
wounded when he took the full force of a Russian’

grenade launcher. A period in a Berlin hospital, dur-
ing which he was awarded the Iron Cross in Gold, also
saw promotion to SS-Sturmbannfiihrer (Major). Then
the order to establish the 3Waffen-SS Panzer-Abteilung

came. The first one of its kind, it was designated SS-
Panzer Ableilung 5, of S$-Division Wiking. The objective,
for the Panzer Abteilung in July 1942 was Rostov, which
was to be assaulted with around 69 mediumi dnd héavy
tanks, backed by infantry and supply sérvices. The

known to his men as ‘Hannes', wa: the fore-

leade
front of the surprise thrust where, under cover of the
western flank, the Panzer Abteilung with two mounted
assault companies pushed through at first light. The
antitank ditches provided cover for the following
infantry. Then it was on to Rostov itself. By 23 July,
‘Oberkommando der Wehrmacht (OKW) was able to report:
“Units of the army, the Waffen-§ and Slovakian troops,
supported by the Luftwaffe, have broken through
Rostov’s strongly defended, deeply emplaced defence
positions along the whole front and after hard fighting
have taken the important transport and port city.’ In
recognition of his contribution to the capture of
Rostov, Muhlenkamp was awarded the Knight's Cross,
and S-Panzer Abteilung 5 becamé a panzer regiment
In April 1944, the bréakthrough to Kovel, 256km
(160 miles) southeast of Warsaw, had Muhlenkamp
under fire all the way, breaking through to the north-
west of the city against the stiffest resi SS-Panzer
Abteilung 5 this time recorded the destruction of 208 of

the enemy's tank arm. Fiery retaliation to the Russians’
massive assault on the Kovel-Lubin rail line served to
w. Between 4

stem the enemy breakthrough to War
Augustand 5 September 1944, Russian losses of equip-
ment, captured or destroyed by the regiment, would
amount to 151 tan| ilt guns, 13 selfpropelied
gun carriers, 176 guns, 94 machine guns, and 5
craft. These were achievements for which ‘Hannes
Muhlenkampf was decorated, as the 596th recipient,
with the Oak Leaves to his Knight's Cross. In August he
also took over thecommand of Wiking from Herb
Gille with_the rank of SS-Standartenfiihrer (Colonel)
His Subsequent appointment of Inspector of Panzer

n,

air-

onal recommendation of Guderi

Troop, on the pes
meant the Wikingpost had to be relinquished. The task
of commander passed to Karl Ullrich. Muhlenkamp's
military career ended at the Oder Front. He was

severely wounded on 5 February 1945 while in com-

mand of 32nd SS Panzergrenadier Division, and hé
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was taken prisoner by the Allies. He died in October
1986, after many years of ill health

KagL ULLRICH
Unlike senior
Standartenfiihrer (Colon¢l)-Karl Ullrich, who was the

most of his colleagues,  SS

last commandet-of
totally with the Division. At the same time as graduat-

Wiking, did not spend his war

ing in ¢ivil engineering after study in Wurzburg, he was
active as an enthusiastic member of the SA (Sturm
Abteilung ~ Storm Troopers) and latterly the
S (General $8). His military training was
undertaken in the Reichswehr, but Ullrich eagerly

Allegemeine-

grasped  the
Verfiigungstruppen. He took infantry instruction in
Munich and then underwent officers’ training at the

opportunity to join the SS-

Junkerschule Braunschweig. Anxious to take il advan-
tage of his carly studies, Ullrich undertook further

courses in engineering, learning its relevance to mi
tary usage. He joined an SS-Pioneersturmbann (Pione:

Del

ta

hment), eventually assuming company com:
mand and undergoing his baptism of fire in Poland at
the start of World War IL In the ranks of the SS-
Verfiigungstruppen he saw action in the Netherlanils
northern France and Yugoslavia, afterwards gaining
s of the Iron Cross.

Ullrich’s next sig
pany commander of th
‘Death’s Head' Diyision, Totenkopf; which in June 1941

c

t appointment was as com
Pioneer Battalion of the SS

was attached, for the invasion of Russia, to 4th Panzer
oup: ii“the vanguard of Field Marshal Wilhelm

Below: Karl Ullrich (right), the final commander of
Wiking, with Otto Baum while both were serving with the
Totenhopf Division at the battle of Kursk in July 1943. He
was captured by the Americans at the end of the war.
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Ritter von Leeb’s Army Group North. With promotion
to SSSturmbannfithrer (Major), Ullrich took over the
command of 3rd SS-Panzergrenadier-Regiment 6
One of Ullrich’s most distinguished acts

of service to the ‘Death’s Head; Division occurred early
in 1942, when the forces 6f Tolenkopf were among those
encircled at Demyarisk; along one of the most sensitive
sectors of Armly Group North, halfway between

Moscow and Leningrad. A vital defensive role to stem
a major Russian breakthrough was assigned to
Totenkopf; the nucleus of the mixed force of the army
and Waffen-SS formations which were surrounded in
the Demyansk pocket. The Totenkopf commander,
icke, recommended to Hitler that Ullrich

Theodor

should receive the Knight's Cross for his heroism at the’
head of his pioneer battalion. He received confirma-
tion of his award by radio from Hitler’s headquarters.
The Russian attack faltered, thanks to a Luftwaffe airlift
in which, over a 10-week period, up to 150 flights a day
ferried in 66,000 tonnes (65,000 tons) of supplies and
lifted out 34,500 waunded. The men in the Demyansk
pocket were relieved in the last week of April 1942,
Duyring the night 7/8 July 1943, in preparation for
thé massive tank battle at Kursk, the assault groups of
LeibstandarteSS Adolf Hitler, Das Reich and Totenkopf
stormed a network of antitank positions, machine-gun
nests, bunkers and trenches, It was an assault which
sent the Russians recling, an initiative seized upon by
$rd Battalion of Ist Panzergrenadier Regiment, now
commanded by SS-Standartenfiihrer (Colonel) Katl
Ullrich. The regiment cleared the sector’s 1ast Rus
and sped towards the Psel River, which barred
the advance. With a firmly ished on

an

bunke

Above: Count Christian Frederik von Schalburg
yolunteered for the SS-Regiment Nordland, serving in
Wiking before taking command of the Freikorps Danmark.
He was killed in action in June 1942.

Totenkopf was shattered beyond repair and Wiking was
Ullrich, preferring to disobey Hitler’s

the river’s north bank by Ullrich’s panzergrenadiers,
the way was laid open for an attack on the Russian rear.

In October of the following year and with German
fortunes in terminal decline, Ullrich (‘Ulli'to his men)
{60k over the command of Wiking ‘a good universally
according to Peter Strassner.

popular commander
The rapid switch of Wiking to Hungary found Ullrich
fighting alongside his former comrades in Totenkopfas
part of Sepp Dietrich’s 6th S Panzer Army. ‘Operation
Spring Awakening' (Friihlingserwachen) opened on 6

March in heavy snow; it lasted precisely one week.

orders to stand firm but willing to obey Dietrich, struck
out westward. Taken prisoner of war by the Americans,
Karl Ullrich served a threeyear seritence and was
released on 18 September 1948, During his retirement
Ullrich made a contribution to a threevolume illus-
trated history of the Tofenkopf Division.

LEoN DEGRELLE

Leon Degrelle, the best known of the non-Germans to
serve with Wiking, spent much of World War II on the
Russian Front with his legion of Walloon volunteers. A

m
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handsome and charismatic figure but totally without
military he displayed i
resource and courage on the Eastern Front, after this
rising from the rank of Schiltze (Private) to Obersturm-
bannfiihrer (Lieutenant-Colopel): -~

The son of a prosperous brewer from the small
town of Bouillon iri the Belgian Ardennes, he attended
the Universify of Louvain where, as well as gaining his
Doctorate in Law, he was active in politics, auracted
especially to the radical wing of the Catholic Party. The
Party was represented in many of the shortlived
Belgian governments of the 1920s and 1930s. Having
become a professional journalist, he took over the run-
ning of a small Catholic publishing house called

Paul van Zeeland. Faced with disintegrating support,
Degrelle set his face against Catholicism and remod-
elled the Rexist movement into a blatantly pro-Fascist
affair. Alienated voters, mindful of events in Hitler’s
Germany, saw the Rexists as a disruptive rabble of little
substance and by September 1939 they were regarded
as little more than a truly spent force.
On the eve of the German invasion of 10 May 1940,
Degrelle was arrested by the Belgian authorities and
interned in France, along with other supporters, as a
suspected member of a fifth column of pro-German
s_vmpal.hizexs. HeTater alleged he was beaten and tor-
tured in eaptivity, ending up in a concentration camp

ey Vérnet in southern France. Amid the chaos of the

German his release was secured by fellow

Christus Rex, producing mass-i

literature and pamphlets. He went on to pedal a pop-

ulist message of authoritarian political refor, backed
by those who seethed with impatience at what they saw.
as the failure of the governing parties to produce an
effective response to Belgium's social and economic
problems. An efféctive orator and rabble-rouser,
Degrelle attracted adherents primarily from the mid-
dle classiformer soldiers from World War 1, tradesmen
. aind shopkeepers who were then suffering from the
prevailing economic depression, together with an
assortment of discontented rightwingers.
The movement’s high spot was the General Election
of May 1936. On a frankly populist ticket, Degrelle

adopted the slogan ‘A clean Belgium for cleap =

Belgians’; the party’s symbol was a broom. During the-
campaign, his followers paraded with canes| fazors and
loaded clubs, facing sabrewielding fotnted police.
The Rexists won 21 seats from & tofal of 202. He next
organized a march  on - Brussels, modelled on
Mussolini’s 1992 March on Rome which had swept 11
Duce to power. Few turned out on the streets to witness
what turned into a farce and a major tactical blunder.
1n a Brussels by-clection in April 1937 Degrelle stood
unsuccessfully against the Catholic Prime Minister,

Left: Leon Degrelle, head of the Belgian Rexist Party,
had a colourful career with his Legion Wallonien, includ-
ing surviving the Korsun pocket. He escaped to Spain at
the end of the war, where he lived until his death in 1994.

Rexists. He next announced his intention of forming a
government, confidently asserting that Hitler, whom
he had met briefly in 1936, would be willing to support
him. Such a friend, he confidently asserted, would
help to fulfil his dream of recreating the 15th and 16
century Burgundian Empire in which Belgium would
embrace large areas of both the Netherlands and
northern France, In the wake of thé German invasion
in 1940, the remnants of the demoralized Rexists, see-
ing the seemingly decisive military victories of the
Nazis in Europe, became the main collaborators
throughout the occupation of Belgium. At first, the
‘Germans were highly suspicious of the Belgians and
‘the feeling was widely mutual. When, in January 1941,
Degrelle delivered a speech in Liege which ended with
aspirited ‘Heil Hider', General Eggert Reeder, head of
the military administration (Militarverwaltung) in
Brussels stated in a report to Berlin that Degrelle’s alle-
giance was misleading and the man himself was an
unreliable charlatan. The distrust remained until the
end. The Rexists were never entrusted with political
power; a few crumbs were tossed'in the way of minor
posts n the civic administrdtion.

In the battle theatres of the Eastern Front, things
were different The opening of the German attack on
Russia dfforded the Rexists the opportunity to form
Legion Wallonien as a voluntary military unit. From
then on, total collaboration was advocated and. in
January 1943, Degrelle announced his wholesale sup-
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port for the integration of the French-speaking
Belgians, proclaiming: ‘We are a Germanic race call-
ing for integration into an expanded German
empire.” The higher reaches of the German élite
gave its backing, most notably Hitler himself, who lav-
ished praise on the Belgian, proclaiming: ‘If I had a
son, T would wish him to be like you.' Such high
estcem was” expressed with the bestowal of the
Knight's Cross of the Iron Cross, followed by the Oak
Leaves, the latter making Degrelle, in August 1944,
the 855th recipient. But by this stage of the war, this
cut little ice with the Belgian people. Support for the

Rexi:
attacks from the Resistance.

After the breakout from the Korsun pocket on the
Eastern Front, Degrelle returned to Belgium, dete:
mined to talk up what he saw as triumphant resistance
within the pocket. A spectacular, stage-managed
parade through the streets of Charleroi and-Brussels
on 1 April was mounted by the men of Wallonien, who

s dwindled, their survival harried by constant

were by then severely depleted in number. In atten-
dance were SS-Leibstandarte Adolf Hitler and its leader
Sepp Dietrich. Inéidentally, Degrelle had to borrow
armour and other material from the Leibstandarte, 5o as
to dress the parade convincingly. The German lan-
guage radio in Belgium proclaimed:

‘Leon Degrelle, standing on a tank, passed through
at Charleroi, saluting the crowd with raised arm. The
sight of the columns of the Legionnaires with the tri-
colour decorated with the Cherkassy badge, moved the
huge crowd deeply. On the Place de I'Hotel de Ville,
decorations were awarded to 150 men who distin-
guished themselves on the Eastern Front."

In Brussels, with the newsreel,cimetas turning,

Degrelle was seen smiling broadly as, accompanied by
his young children, he rode on a tank at the head of
isting mainly of Rexists and

his men. The crowd, cons
their families, cheered him on. Then came a defiant
peroration: ‘We were a battalion and we became a
brigade. Tomorrow we will be a division." But any talk
of tomorrow was pure illusion. The sweepings of the
Walloon, Flemish and French SS divisions had been
hastily assembled as the ‘S$ Army Corps West' to fig]
in the path of the Soviet advance into Pomerania. It
was a pathetic affair. An engagement with the Red
Army around Stettin resulted in heavy casualties with
the strength of the ‘Corps’ cut to just 700 men.

Yet Degrelle, in the tradition, of the true fanatic
refused o believe in the defeat of Germany. When the

German armies launchéd their surprise shortlived

offensive in the, Belgitn Ardennes during December

Left: Havalt Nugiseks, a Waffen-SS volunteer. As well as
his Tron Cross First and Second Class, and an Infantry
Assault Badge, he wears a ceremonial dagger hanging
from his belt.
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Right: A Dutch Obersturmbannfiihrer (Lieutentant-
Colonel), commander of a regiment of the Legion
Nederland, takes care to duck as he moyes down a trench
on the Eastern Front.

1944, he rushed to joiri thém. He would, he declared,
be the first Belgian to enter ‘liberated Brussels' at the
head of his Comite de Liberation Walloon. But such a com-
mittee in reality consisted merely of Degrelle himself
and o of his colleagues. All hopes of succ
By mid-April 1945, the

s were
now dwindling rapidl Valloon
survivors were all but annihi

the Oder; the remnants of the unit were then h:

ated on the west bank of

evacuated by sea to Copenhagen.

But Degrelle stll clutched at straws, pondering
eleton force of Rexi
would join up with the thinning legions of the SS to
form some sort of joint resistance group within
Germany. On a road at Malente, near Kiel, he had an

upon a scheme whereby his

encounter with Himmler, stll officially his chief.
However, this wis'no longer the Reichsfiihirer-SS of for-
mer days.! Himmler, according to Degrelle’s later
aceouint, was polite but evinced little interest, suggest-
iig that the best course was to take charge of the
Waffen-SS remnants at Copenhagen. Proceedings were
interrupted by an air raid and the two men parted,
leaving Himmler to make his way to an imaginary safe
haven at Flensburg. Degrelle’s dream collapsed. Next,
he canvassed the Norwegian traitor Vidkun Quisling
who appeared equally a busted flush. Degrelle;seéing
aughter; ok a private
aircraft belonging to Hitler's Minister for War
Production, Albert Speer, and which had been offered
to Quisling should he wish to escape to Spain. The
plane crash-anded on the beach at San Sebast

no reason to offer himself for

Degrelle, half-drowned, crawled ashore with a broken
collarbone and a wrenched ankle.

Successive attempts by Belgian governments o
secure his extradition came to nothing in the face of
constant stonewalling by his mentor, Spain’s General
Franco. To return home was out of the question;
Degrelle had been sentenced to death in absentia. When
the sentence expired in 1964 it was extended for a fur-
ther 10 years by special decree. By then he was a Spanish

citizen, sporting for the time being the name of Leon
Jose de Ramirez Reina. He claimed later to have sur-
vived several kidnapping attempts, and for a while laid
low, notably in 1961 after the unmasking of Adolf
Eichmann. He claimed that at moments of danger there
always a police bodyguard on hand. He claimet
“For 18 months I stayed in the homes of about a dozen
high-ranking army-officers while they mounted an

oo

apparently intefisive but unsuccessful search operation.’

As unrepentant as ever, he was soon addressing fas-
cist rallies in Spain and continuing to insist that the
Jews who had died at Auschwitz and Dachau had been
the victims of Allied bombing. In the 1980s the French-
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speaking channel of the Belgian television service
decided to run three lengthy programmes on Degrelle
and his wartime collaboration. This led to bitter
protests from organizations of resistancé fighters and
survivors, particularly when jt was léamt that the inter-
views had been filmed Some years earlier but the
authorities had ‘ten judged it impossible o show
them. Degrelle was grilled in an hour of detailed
exchanges with Maurice de Wilde, a specialist on the
record of wartime collaboration. Degrelle refuted doc-
umentary evidence from SS headquarters in Berlin
that he had been willing, not only to raise volunteers to
fight ‘the Godless Communists in the east’, but also
effectively hand over both the Walloon and Flemish
regions in Belgium as a virtual German protectorate,
Such an allegation, Degrelle insisted, was ‘absolute
rubbish’. He further claimed that reference to the
*Reick’ in those documents referred, not to a German
Reich, but to ‘a union of Western European peoples,
each guarding its own proper identity, an idea which T
have always defended’; Confronted by ipts of his

still champions him. The introduction to a recent new
translation of his book The Eastern Front refers to ‘a
public figure who for over 50 years has been in his
native country, Belgium and abroad, one of the most
admired as well as one of the most reviled and tra
duced figures of the century, long slandered by dis-
tortion”. By all accounts, Degrelle himself remained
unperturbed. Not long before the end he was asked if
he had any regrets about the past. He replied: ‘Only
that we lost.”

Joser Msnnm

]osefMengc‘l:was born in Gunzburg in 1911. His solid-
ly prosperous middle-class parents were devout Roman
Catholics. He joined the youth wing of the nationalist
paramilitary Stahihelm at the age of 19. A natural pro-
gression was the rising Nazi party and the ranks of the
Sturm Abteilung (SA — Storm Troopers). However,

Mengele was prevented by illhealth from active men-

bership of the Storm Troopers and 50 opted 10 o-
plete his educati

own speechés in which he referred to the French-
speaking Walloons ‘as part of the great Germanic com-

. munity’, Degrelle stated that, until the early Middle
Ages, Wallonia was part of the German empire which

Charlemagne had founded. He also claimed that
stressing these historical parallels had helped to win
protection for his 4000 Wallonian-SS volunteers.

Over the years Degrelle thrived as a businessman,

inyolved, ironically,in the building of military basés for
the American armed forces as well as the nunning of a
suing of laundries. In his hilltop villi-at Torreblanca,
near Fuengirola, he cheerfully held court to anyone
who would listen, readily granted interviews in a study
crammed with books, video cassettes and memorabilia.
A photograph exists of him strutting proudly in his old
uniform as an SS-Standartenfiihrer (Colonel). Indeed,

. e once appeared at a wedding in full Nazi regalia,

including the decorations he had been awarded by
Hitler. The Walloon flag remained his most cherished
possession. The Belgians did their utmost to prevent
Degrelle’s supporters from travelling to Spain for his
funeral, following his death in hospital in Malaga on 31
March 1994 at the age of 87. Some revisionist literature

He gained his Doctorate from. the! Urtiversity of
Munich. The choice of subject wasisignificant: the study
of anthropology and genefics At the start of 1937, he
wwas appointed a research assistant at the Third Reich
Institute for Heredity, Biology and Racial Purity at the
University of Frankfurt. From there he gained his med-

_ical degree. His openly declared racial beliefs ~ the

“uperiority of the Aryan race and the conviction that
Germany had a particular destiny in achieving it - were
soon autracting the attention of leading academics sym-
pathetic to the Nazis. It was inevitable that he should
seek to join the SS, which saw itself as the supreme
guardian of the nation’s racial purity. Mengele also
joined  the  Nationalsozialistische ~ Arstebund,  the
‘s medical associ essential
requirement for any doctor seeking advancement.
With the approach of war, Josef Mengele joined the
future Waffen-S5,, doinig his basic training with the
Welirmacht, having previously served in the Tyrol with a
mountaif light infantry regiment. In August 1940, he
gained the rank of SS-Untersturmfithrer (Lieutenant)
and in the following year was posted to the Ukraine. It
was here that he first saw action and was awarded the
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Right: Dr Josef Mengele, the ‘Angel of Death’, who
briefly served with Wiking before moving to Auschwitz
concentration camp. This photograph s taken post war
and shows him using the alias Ludwig Gregor.

Iron Cross Second Cliss: Previous to the Russian post-
ing, however; e was in occupied Poland, attached to
the Genealogical Section of the Race and Setlement
Office, under the direct control of Heinrich Himmler.
Here teams of S doctors were assigned to examine the
racial suitability of the future inhabitants of German-
conquered territories.

Mengele joined the Wiking Division medical corps
in January 1942 and was highly commended for his
action in saving the lives of two of his comrades,
trapped in a blazing tank, following the reconguest of
Rostov in 1942. The wounds that he later received put
paid to his career in the Waffen-SS. But for the rest of
his life, SSHaupsturmfiihrer (Captain) Josef Mengele
would remain especially proud of the Black Badge of
the Wounded and the Medal for the Care of the
German People which he had been awarded in addi-
tioh to the Tron Cross First Class.

During his time at Auschwitz concentration camp,
where he arrived in May 1943 and where he became
chief medical officer, he constantly boasted that he was
the only doctor with such an array of decorations. At
Auschwitz, one of the cradles of the Holocaust,

Mengele, dubbed ‘The Angel of Death’, gave full rein =

to his twisted racial ambitions, conducting bogushied-
ical experiments on twins, dwarfs, giants and cripples.
Apart from these activities, Merigele was chiefly to be
remembered for his arrogant way of classifying newly
arrived prisoners; he would stand looking them over,
indicating with either a flick of his thumb or the move-
‘ment of his cane which of those in front of him were to

become slave labourers.

At the approach of the end of the war, Mengele
exchanged his SS uniform for that of an ordinary
German soldier but nevertheless he was arrested and
soon placed in a prisoner-ofawar camp near Munich
which was run by the Americans. By a cruel irony,
unlike most members of the Waffen-SS, Mengele had —
possibly for reasons of his vanity — not permitted the

standard tattoo of his blood type to be placed on his
chest beneath his arm. This was a momentous decision

as it would save him from automatic arrest as a war
criminal at the end of World War I1.

" Although he was soon the object of a massive man-
huntacross the whole of Europe, Mengele managed to
lie low for four years. In 1949 he slipped out of
Germany and made his way to Argentina. During the
next four decades — under a string of aliases — he lived
in several locations in South America.

By early 1979, Mengele was living in Brazil under
the name of Wolfgang Gerhard. Oncthe late afternoon
of 7 February of the same year, at Bertioga Beach in
Embu, he drowned. It is reported that he had suffered
a stroke while swimming in the Atlantic. Any doubts
over the identity of the man who was buried as
Wolfgang Gerhard were finally resolved when the
remains were exhumed by a team of scientists in 1992
and were eventually identified to be those of the noto-
rious Josef Mengele.
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LINEAGE

Nordische Division (Nr.5), 1940 SS-Panzegrenadier-Division Wiking, 1942

SS-Division Germania (mot), 1940 5.88-Panzer-Division Wiking, 1943

SS-Division Wiking, 1941

DIVISIONAL COMMANDERS

12.1.40-
SS-Obergruppenfiihver und General der Waffen-SS Fe

5.43 9.10.44-5.5.
SS-Oberfihrer Karl Ullrich

1.5.43-6.8.44
SS-Obergruppenfiihrer und General der Waffen-S5 Herbert Gille Legiori Wallonien Commanders
6.8.44-2.8.44 1.6.43-202.44

SS-Oberfiihrer Edmund Deisenhofer SS-Sturmbannfiilrer Lucien Lippert
7844-9.10.44 20.244-8.5.45

Standartenfiihrer Rudolf Mihlenkamp. SS-Obersturmbannfiihrer Leon Degrelle

RANKS AND THEIR ENGLISH EQUIVALEN

$SScitze Private SS-Hauptsturmfiihrer Captain
SS-Oberschiitze Senior Private, atained  SS-Sturmbannfihrer Major

after six months service  SS-Oberbannsturmfiihrer Lieutenant-Colonel
SS-Sturmmann Lance-Corporal $S Standartenfihrer Colonel
SS-Rottenfiihrer Corporal SS-Oberfiihrer Senior Colonel
SS-Unterscharfihrer Senior Cofporal $S-Brigadefiihrer Major-General

EdnceSergeant und Generalmajor der Waffen-SS

SS-Scharfiihrer Sergeant SS-Gruppenfiihrer und Lieutenant-General
$5-Oberscharfiihrer Staff Sergeant Generalleutnant der Waffen-SS
SS-Hauptscharfiihrer Warrant Officer SS-Obergruppenfiihrer General
SS-Sturmscharfihrer Senior Warrant Officer und General der Waffer-$S

after 15 years’ service 5501 i Colonel-General
SS-Untersturmfihrer Second Lieutenant und Generaloberst der Waffen-SS

SS-Obersturmfithrer First Lieutenant Reichsfiihrer-SS.

h cquivalent)
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WAR SERVICE

Date

6.
9
1
6.

7

8.

9

10.42-11.42

1

.41-8.41
.41-10.41
1.41-5.42
.42

12

12

12

2.42

6.43

743

8.43
9.43-12.43
1.44-3.44
4.44
5.44-7.44
8.44-12.44
1.45
2.45-4.45
5.45

Corps
Welhrkreis VIT
XXIV
Welhrkreis V
XIV

i

XIV

XIV

LVII

LvII

LVII

LI

i

Lvi

X

XXIV

Reserve

XXX

and LVII

refitting
IVSs
Reserve
IVSS

N SS

Army

11th Army

2nd Panzer Group
1st Panzer Group
Ist Panzer Group

1st Pz. Army

1st Pz, Army
17th Army
Ist Pz. Army
Ist Pz. Army
ith Pz. Army
Ist Pz. Army
Ist Pz. Army
Ist PzArmy
1st Pz. Army
8th Army
8th Army

2nd Army

9th Army
6th Army

6th Army

Army Group

South
South
South
South
South
A
A
A
A
Don
South
South
South
South
South
South
Centre
Centre
Centre
South
South

Ostmark

Area
Germany
Germany
Germany

Tarnopol, Kiev
Kiey, Rostoy
Mius (Taganrog)
Mius (Taganrog)
South Russia
Caucasus
Caucasus

Gaucasts

Caucasus
Manytsch
Isyum, Kharkoy
Tsyum, Kharkov
Isyum, Kharkoy
Isyum, Kharkov
Dniepr
Cherkassy
Kovel
Heidelager
Modlin
Hungary
Hungary

Graz, Austria
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ORDER OF BATTLE MAY 1944

Divisional Staff

Divisional Escort Company

Motoreycle Platoon (6.x LM

Self Propelled Flak Batfery (4 x 20mm (0.78in)
guns)

Self Propélied Anti-Tank Platoon (3 x LMGs &
3% 75mm (2.95in) Pak 40)

Infantry Gun Platoon (2 x 75mm (2.95in) lelG)

Mixed Panzergrenadier Platoon (4 x HMGs,
6x LMGs, & 2 x 8lmm (3.2in) mortars)

5th
Re;

'S Panzer Regiment
mental Staff

I Panzer Battalion (I-IV Companies)
(MK V Panthers)
1 Panzer Maintenance Platoon

11 Panzer Battalion (V=VIIT Companies)
(MK IV Panzers)
1 Panzer M

“ompany

9Uh'SS Panzergrenadier Regiment Germania
Regimental Staff

1 Battalion

1-111 2x

mpanies (4 x HMGs, 18 x LMG:
n) mortars & 2 x flamethrowers)

atoon (2 x LMGs and. 4% 120mm
(4.72in) mortars)

1 Panzerjager Platoon (3 x LMGs &
3 x 75mm (2.95in) Pak 40)

2 Infantry
4x 75mm (2.95in) leIC

11 Battalion (VI-X Companics)
(same as I Battalion)

I (Half k) Battalion (XI-XV Companies)
I-111 (Halftrack) Companies (4 x HMG:
40 x LMGs, 2 x 8lmm (3.2in) mortars,
2 x flamethrowers, 7 x 20mm (0.78in) guns &
2 x 75mm (2.95in) guns)

IV Company
1 Pioneer Platoon (13 x LMGs &
6 x flamethrowers)

1 Infantry Gun

(8 x LMGs & 3 x 75mm (2.95in) Pak 40)
1 Gun Platoon
(8 x LMGs & 6 x 75mm (2.95in) guns)

XVI (Self-propelled Flak) Company (12 x 20mm
(0,78im) & 4 x LMGs)

XVIT (Self-propelled Infantry Gun) Company
(6 x 150mm (5.9in) s MGs)

XVIII (mot) Pioneer Company (2 x HMGs,
12 x LMGs, 6 x flamethrowers & 2 x 8lmm
(3.2in) mortars)

10th SS Panzergrenadier Regiment Westland
same as 9th SS Panzergrenadier Regiment

5th SS Reconnaissance Battalion
Battalion Staff
mm Platoon (6 x SAKfZ 234/3 with 75mm
KwK & 6 x LMGs)
1 Aunm((l Car Company (18 x 20mm (0.78in) &
24 x LMGs)
1 (Halftrack) Armored
(0.78in) & 25 x LMGs)
2 (Halftrack) 2 x 81mm
(8.2in) mortars & 3 x 75mm (2.95in) guns)
1 (Halftrack) Company
1 Pioneer Platoon (13 x LMGs &
6 x flamethrowers)
1 Panzerjager Platoon (8 x LMGs & 3 x 75mm
in) Pak 40)
1 Infantry Gun Section (2 x 75mimn (2.95
& 4% LMGs)
1 Gun Section (8% LMGs & 6 x 75mm (2.95in)
guns)
1 (mot) Reconnaissance Supply Column (3 x
LMGs)

Company (16 x 20mm

in) 1eIG

5th SS Panzerjiger Battalion
Battalion Staff
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3 Self Propelled Panzerjager Companies
(14 x 75mm (2.95in) Pak 40 &44x LMGs each)

5th SS Panzer Artillery Regiment ™~

1 Regimental Staff & Staff Battery (2 x LMGs)

1 Self Propelled Flak Battery (4 x quad 20mm
(0.78in) gutis & 2 x LMGs)

L(8elEpropelled) Battalion
Staff & (Self-propelled) Staff Battery (3 x LMGs
& 3 x 20mm (0.78in) guns)
2 Self Propelled 1eFH Batteries (6 x 105mm
(4.1in) 1eFH SAKfz 124 Wespe cach)
1 Self Propelled sFH Battery (6 x 150mm (5.9in)_
SFH SdKfz 165 Hummel) <

11 Battalion
Staff & Staff Battery (3 x LMGs & 3 x 20mm
(0.78in) guns)
2 (motZ) Batteries (6 x 105mm (4.1in) 1eFH &
2 x LMGs éach)

I Bedation same as I Battalion
¥ Batalion
Staff & Staff Battery (3 x LMGs & 3 x 20mm
(0.78in) guns)
2 (motZ) Batteries (6 x 150mm (5.9in) sFH &
2 x LMGs each)
1 (motz) Battery (6 105mm (4.1in) K 18/40 -
guns & 2 x LMGs each) 32°

5th $S Flak Battalion
Staff & Staff Battery |
3 (motZ) heavy Flak Batteries (4 x 88mm (3.45in),
3 x 20mm (0.78in) & 2 x MGs each)
1 (motZ) Medium Flak Batteries (9 x 37mm
(1.45in) & 4 x LMGs each)
.+ 1 (motZ) Searchlight Platoon (4 x 600mm
z (23.6in) searchlights)

5th SS Panzer Pioneer Battalion
Staff (2 x LMGs)
1 (Halftrack) Pioncer Company (2 x HMGs,
46 x LMGs, 3 x heavy anti-tank rifles, 2 x 8lmm
(3.2in) mortars & 6 x flamethrowers)

2 (mot) Pioneer Companies (2 x HMGs,

18 x LMGs, 2 x 81mm (3.45in) mortars &

6 x flamethrowers) )
1 (mot) Heavy Panzer Bridging Train (5 x LMGs)
1 (mot) Light Panzer Bridging Train (3 x LMGs)

5th SS Panzer Signals Battalion
1 Panzer Telephone Company (14 x LMGs)
1 Panzer Radio Company (20 x LMGs)

1 (mot) SignalsSupply Column (1 x LMG)

Sty $S Feldersatz Battalion
\8\ompanies
Sth S Supply Troop

1-VII 5th SS (mot) 120 ton Transportation
Companies (8 x LMGs each)

5/5th S (mot) 20 ton Light Flak Supply Column - *

=

5th SS (mot) Workshop Company (4 x LMGs)
5th SS (mot) Supply Company (8 x LMGs) . =~

5th SS Truck Park

1/.2/,3/5th S8 (mot) Maintetiance Companies
(4 x LMGs)

5th S (mot) 75 ton Heavy Maintenance Supply
Column

* Medical

" 1/,2/5th 8§ (mot) Medical Companies (2 x LMGs
each)

1/,2/,3/5th S$ Ambulances

Administration

5th SS (mot) Bakery Company (6 x LMGs)

5th SS (mot) Butcher Company (6 x LMGs)

5th S8 (mot) Divisional Administggtion Platoon
(2 x LMGs)

5th SS (mot) Military Eon;e TE555 15 plaieions)
(15 x LMGs) -

5th SS (mm’) Field #mz Office (2 x LMGs)
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SS DIVISIONS 1

Tile (and nominal divisional strength at the bginning of 1945) Granted Divisional Status
15t SS-Panzer Division Leibstandarte-S5 Adolf Hiller (2 1042
20 85 Panzer Divison Das Rech (15000) 1959
3rd SS-Panzer Divisiots Jatenkapf (15.400) 1930
th SS-Panzekgrenadier Division Polze (9,000 1930
5th SSPanzer Division Wiking (14,800) 1940

gs Division Nord (15,000) 1941
7th SS-Freivilligen Gebirgs Division Prinz Eugen (20,000) 1942

8th S Kavallerie Di

on Florian Geyer (13,000)

th SS-Panzer Division Hohenstaufen (19,000) 1943

10th SS-Panzer Division Frundsberg (15,500) 1943

1th 85

willigen Panzergrenadier Division Nordiand (9.000)

12th SS Panzer Division Hidlerjugend (19,500) 1943

15th Waffen Gebirgs Division der 5 Handschar (1 1943
Lith Waffen GrenadiefDivision der S8 (22,000) 1943
15th Wafert Grenadier Division der S (16,800) 1043
161 S Panzergrenadicr Division Rrichsfin-SS (14,000) 1943
17th SS-Panzergrenadier Division Gt von Berlichingen (3500) 1043
181h $S Freivilligen Panzergre Disision Horst Wesel (11,000) 1044
19th Waffen Grenadicr Division der $S (9000) 1044
20th Waffen Grenadier Division der $8 (15,500) 1044
215t Waffen Gebirgs Division der S Skanderteg (3000) 1944
22nd SS Freiwilligen Kavalleri Division Maria Thensis (8600) 1044
231 Walfien Gebirgs Division der S K (didbanded late 1944, number ‘25" given 10 next divsion) 1944
23rd 8 Freivilligen Panzergrenddier Division Nederland (6000) 1045
24th Waffen Gebirgskarsiiger Division der S (3000) 1014
25th Waffen Gr Disision der S8 Hunyadi (15,000) 1944
it Walfen Grenadier Diision der S (13,000) 1945
27th SS Frefvilligen Grenadier Division Langemarck (7000) 1944
28th 88 Freivilligen Grenadier Division Wallonien (4000) 1944
20ih Waffen Grenadicr Division der S8 (disbanded late 1944, number ‘20 given Yo iext division 1944
20th Wallen Grenadicr Division der S5 (15,000) 1945
30th Waffen Grenadier Division der S8 (4500) 1945

i

Knight's Crosses Awarded.
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315058 Freiwllgen Grenadier Division Bmen-Mahven (11,000) 1915 o
32nd 5 Freiwilligen Grenadicr Division 30 fanar (2000) 1015 o
397 Walfen Knuallre Division der $S (destéojed soon after formation, number ‘35’ given to next divsion) 1945 o
33rd Wafen Grenadi Division der S5 Clarlemagne (7000) 1945 2
S1th 55 Freiwilligeh Grenadier Division Landstorm Nederand (7000) 1945 s
351h 55 Polvel Grenadicr Division (5000) 1945 o
6t Waffen Grenadier Division der S5 (5000) 1945 !
$7uh 55 Freiwilligen Kavallerie Division L (1000) 1945 0

1945 o

38th S Grenadier Division Nibelungen (1000)

Ailsby, Christopher, Hell on the Eastern Front: The Waffen-
SS War in Russia 1941-1945, Spellmount Ltd, 1998.

Barker, A. J., Waffen-SS At Wa, lan Allan Ltd, 1982.

Blandford, Edmund L., Hitler's Second Army: The Waffen-
S5, Airlife, 1994.

Butler, Rupert, T4 Black Angels, Arrow Books, 1989.

Butler, Rupert, Hitler’s Jackals, Leo Cooper, 1998,

Garrell; Paul, Hitler's War on Russia: 1943-1944, Schiffer

> “Publishing Ltd, 1994.

rk, Allan, Barbarossa: The Russo-German Gonflict
1941-1945, Hutchinson, 1965.

Conway, Martin, Collaboration in Belgium, Yale University
Press, 1993.

Fosten, D. . V. & Marrion, R. J., Waffen-SS: Its Uniforms;
Insignia and Equipment 1938-1945, Almark Publishing
Co Lud, 1971. A

Degrelle, Leon, Campaign in Russia, Institute for

Historical Review, 1985.

Gilbert, Martin, Second World War, George Weidenfeld
& Nicholson, 1989

Guderian, General Heinz, Panzer Leader, Futura, 1952.

History of the Second World War, various volumes, Purnell
& Sons, 1966.

Litdejohn, David, The Patriotic Traitors: A History of
Collaboration in German Occupied Europe, Doubleday,
1972,

Messenger, Charles, The Last Prussian: A Biography of
Field Marshal Gerd von Rundstedt 1875-1953, Brasseys,

#1991

Mollo, Andrew, Uniforms of the SS, Volume 7, Historic
Research Unit, 1976.

Neumann, Peter, Other Men’s Graves, Weidenfeld &
Nicholson, 1958.

Panzer Grenadiere der Panzerdivision Wiking Im Bild,
Munin Verlag GMBH, 1984. R

Posner, Gerald J. & Ware, John, Mengele’ The Complete
Story, Queen Anne Press, 1986.)

Quarrie, Bruce, Hiller's Sainurai, Patrick Stephens,
1983, ]

Quarrie, Bruce, Weapons of the Waffen-SS, Patrick
Stephens, 1988.

Reitlinger, Gerald, The SS: Alibi of a Nation, 19391945,
William Heinemann Ltd, 1 .

Stein, George H, The Waffen-SS: Hitler's Elite Guard At
War, Cornell University, 1966.
Strassner, Peter, European Volunteers, ]. J. Fedorowicz
Publishing, 1988.
Sydnor, Jr., Charles W.
Princetown University Press, 1977.

Toland, John, The Last 100 Days, Arthug Barker, 1965.

Werth, Alexander, Russia at War, Bartie & Rockliff,
1964. =

mson, Gordon, Dhe Blood Soaked Soil, Blitz
Editions, 1997/

Williamson, Gordon, Loyalty Is My Honour, Brown
Books, 1995,

Williamson, Gordon, The SS: Hitler's Instrument of Terror,
Sidgwick & Jackson, 1994

Soldiens of Destruction,

w




SS-WIKING

INDEX

¢ numbers in italics indicate
captions
Alagir 84
Allsgemeine-SS (General $8) 15

Ardennes offensive 146
atrocities, in Poland and Russis
43,458, 1614

Aust

a 155
Axman, Aro 161
Belgium
liberation of Brussels 1
volunteers 31, 100-10, 112
Begorad 102

ey

Berlin 161, 164
Bialysiok 135, 137

binocular pe
Bjornsad, Omolf 87, 1
Bock, General Fedor von 30
Brauchitsch, General Walther

iscope 70

62

nt £ 25, 154
Brussels, libegagion 137
Budapest 745 146, 1
Buceny, Soviet M:

156, 159
shal Semyon

51
Bug River 44, 135
Bulgaria 115

Carrel, Paul, Seorched Earth: The
Russian-German War 194344
103

Case White 3940

Caucasus

mouflage 109

»

Knight's Cross with Oak

Leaves 111
StOlaf’s Cross 30
Sword and Onk Leaves to the

Knight's Cross of the Tron

-, Cross 120, 1

Degrelle, Leon 31, 94-5,
109, 112,117-112, 122,

10911

biography |
The Eastern Front 18;
jor Colonel

Donetz river 80, 89
Dorr, Li
150

t General Hans

East Prussia, Soviet advance 1044

Eastern Front 36
educational standards 23
Colonel Fritz

Einsatsgruppen (extermi
squads) 15

exit from war 145

volunteers 31

withdrawal 109
foreign voluntecrs 14, 144
numbers and origin 13
foundation of Wiking Division
1

Foxtail Island 109
1940 invasio
. Eastern Front 141

fuel shor

Germany
rits (Wehrmachi)

Eighth Army 111
First Panzer Army 79

Fourth Panzer Army 77, 94,
n2
Sixth Panzer Army 147, 149
army groups

P
Army Group Centre 112,
1

Group Don 81
Group North
66, 112
il
104, 149, 153
corps, 11l Panzen Geieps 115

divisions,
h Panzer

“Ast Panzer Division 115
er Division 103

7th Panzer Division 94

Frundsbeng.
Grossdeutschland 103
rgrenadier Divisions

Paratroop Disision
Hermann Garing 137, 140

Panzergrenadier Regiment
103
Gille, Licutenant General

Herbert Otto

biography 172:
Gniloy Tikich River
Gocbbels, Josel 43, 62
Tty Great Patriotic War 137

120

ZCreiflenburg, General von 57
s

Gromy 82, 83,

eln, Captain Hajo von 48

Halder, Franz 7

Hauser Major-G
3

neral Paul 13,

Henrici, Gener Sgid
Himmler, Heinrich
i
History of the Second World Wi

(Earl K- Ziemke) 157
Hitler, Adolf] 34 65, 75, 84, 100,
145-5,147
in Berlin 161
de.
Hitler Youth (Hitler fugend)
Hoepner, General

ath 161

Horthy, Admiral Miklos 146
Hoth, General Hermann 77, 81

wGeneral Hans

Hungary 145, 146, 150

insignia 18, 27-30

Froniers' badge 31

Hird emblem 31

national or regional symbol
28

shoulder straps
kull
Sun-cross (round swastika) 30

nd crossed bones 30

Jews 45, 47-8
Junkers transport aireraft 117

L«mruk« 5

104
Mu,.m John 2
94,102

e 104

October 1941 56

recapture 103
Khruschev, Nikiug§1
Kiev 51786:111, 112

Kiplograd 11213
Kics, Colonel General Fyald
von 56, 6

Kluge, Ficld Marshal von 99
A 118
Marshal 111, 112, 11

Korsun 118, 115, 117 121, 12

Krapotkin 79
Krasnoarmeyskoye 8

1 base 64

Lake Balaton 152, 153
nguage barrie

Lincjusja 79




vy
I INDEX
Lucien 121, 129 Organization Book, Nazi Party Soviet advance 1944 (map) STAVKA (Soviet High
List, General Wilhelm 39 (National Socialist Party) 12 138 Command) 129, 16
Low Countries, 1940 invasion 16 Otwock 140 Soviet offensive 1943 (map)  Stein, George H., Waffen-558,
Lyanka 122, 127 RS 101 168
Lublin 129 2 P Grnadi der Parr spring thaw 79 Steiner, Major-General Felix 7., 1, . §
Luftaaffe 67-8, 70,138 ) Division Wiking (divisional units 13, 14,16, 25, 42, 54, 79,83, 7
as replacement ,........,m history) 51, 54 Ist Belorussian Front 138 167, 168 N
Luga siver 63, 667 Paulus, General Friedrich 75, 84 15t and 2nd Belorussian biography 167-72
Lyov 53 Pleffer-Wildenbruch, Licutenant Front 161 Stemmermann, General Wilhelm
Lysgank 11 General Karl von 149, 152 cavalry 60, 62 ns
22 Plocsti oilfields 145 Fifth Tank Army 104 Strassner, Peter 24, 44, 83, 117
cjov Pogozelec 141 Ist Guards Army and 6ih Sturmabtitung SA (SA Storm
Malgobek 82, 83 Pohjanletho, Tauno 83 Troopers) 11
Malopole 140, 141 Poland 14 summer offensive 1942 76, 82,
Mannerhein, Field Marshal 65, “Home Army’ 143, 145
3 invasion of 39, 40 discontent 94
Manstein, General 65, 97, 99, Popoy, LicutenantGeneral ipport weapons 35-6
104,113, 121, 164 Markian 80, 93 surrender 156
ip 24 Praga 140, 143 us Salas, Ferene 146
Mengele, Josef, biography 182-3  Pripet Marsh e 3rd Ukrainian Front 146 Seekestehevar 150
Model, Field Marshal Walther prisoners of war, -~ 2nd and 3rd Ukrainian Front German withdrawl from 152
138 German 159 147 Seyzowor 137
Russian 56, 59 2nd White Russian Front 137 ¢
propaganda 30, 54, 93 Russian winter 57 tank battalions 37 NN
9 Propoganda Ministry 43 tanks 37, 140 2
Muhlenkamp, Colone Johannes Saternov 51 REmE s w@yand
Rudolf 138, 44~ e s e i i ) V2 65
biography 174-6 Waffen 55 Schalburg, Count Christian M: n, O
Mynk, [an 25, 106, 1 Quisling, Vil 16,1951, 32 Frederik von 177 Pandhr 131, 133
« Mhssert, Anton 2/ Schlusselburg 66 | aiver 1 37, 92
PR Radzymin 140 Schumacher, Major 121 27 Panser IV 37, 109
(2577 Narewriver 144 reconnaissance 42, 48, 141 Schutzstaffel (SS Protection ~ Royal or King Tiger 149, 154
J Narva 138 recruitment 14, 135 Squad) 11 T:34 59, 106
L b age limits 16 Sconched Earth: The T34 and T41s 144
), Organization Book 12 eriteria 14 Russian-German War 194344, Tiger 99
Nethetunds 16 height restition 17 . (Paul Carrel) 105 Tarmapol 45
recruiting poster 7 15,16 “Senncheim, S8 Training Camp  Tartars 80
Nevel 112 Reichenau, General Wallhcr Son 23 Tito, Marshal 147
Nibelungen Division (Home. 39 2532 SeydlitzRurzbach, Generalvon  Tolbukin, Marshal Theodor
Guard) 159 Reinhards, Georgé-Hans 65 nz Tanovich 146
Nicolussi-Leck, Lieutenant Karl  Rendulie; Genéral Lothar 155 Shenderovka 118, 121 ning 17, 2-37
131,133 RexistParty 31, 110, 112 daily routine 25-6 iz
'l\xglu of the Long Knives' 11, | Ribbentrop, Joachim 39 ‘marl ip
17 Rokossovsky, Marshal Konstantin
\«.my 7 s Ukraine 45,53, 56
oluteers 16,2, 50-31, 31, Roma, MajorGeneral 54 Ullrch, Colonel Karl 138, 144,
162 Romania, capitulation 145 ) 156
Nerwsghs e pery 16 Rostov 59, 60, 62, 64, 76, 81  biography 176-7
Nugiscks, Havalt 180 Rotmistroy, General Pavel 104  imin 51, 55,
~ Nuremberg tials 45, 47 Rundsteds, General Gerd von 39, >~ uniform 27-30
. 51 camoullage smock 36, 131
27 Oder River 161 Russia 48 winter clothing 97, 121
2 citizen army 53, 79 Uririk 68
ds, Caucasus 75, 76 climatic problems 57-9, 62,

Olin, Licutenant 135 Vatuin, General Nicolai 106,

Operation Bagration 134
35,

ap) 97 Ssagopschin 82, 84

Stalin, Josef 75 -,u vehicles
prisasers oFwas 36,59 Salingrad 75 armoured car Ktz 37
7.7 Sling e Do) 80 armoured TCVs (Tvoop
NC
e w552



DD
2
$S-WIKING o)
S
Carrying Vehicles) 53 Hiller Jugend 37, 161 machine gun team 134 Kar 98K rifle 131
Kettenrad (chain wheeled Leitstandarte Adolf Hitler Narva battalion 106 ‘machine guns MG 34 and 42
vehicle) 60 28, 35, 37, 39, 40, 94, 99 Nirlathiniiin 21 80
Vienna 145, 155 Eoediny 1 Norske MG 3421, 35,3
Vistula River 39, 197 Norlind 75 regiments ( VimngDMllan) mortar leGrW 36 75
Vitebsk 137 « Totikapy94, 50,108,197, Germania 8, 16, 23, 39, 10, MP 38/40 submachine gun 53
Vogt, Major Fritz 154 77138, 140, 143, 24,25, 28, 42,51, 54,59, 65, 79, 84,
Volksturm baalions 161 /-~ 30,87 118,127, 129, 131, 149,
Voronesh 77, §52) SSVrfigungstruppen 150
i (SSVT) 8, 12,13, 23 in the Ukraine 87
Wallonien 111, 112, 94, 118, Nordland 8, 16, 19, 30, 36, 44,
121,122 54, 60, 66, 77, 79 stick grenades 111, 115, 117
casualties at Korsun 120 I3 ik Weapons a/m- Waffen'S$ (Bruce
Wiking 84, 87, 113, 187 Nouwest
teria 1 atKharkov 102 wmlandd 16,18, z:.;ux
of foreigners 7-8 casualties at Korsun 120 51,54, 59, 79, 10
units creation 40 131, 42,140
armies, Sixth SS Panzer Army foundation 7-21 atKofsur 118
149,159,154, 155, 162 ‘machine gun unit 95 8 137 Wehrmacht see also Germany, units
corps motorized division 28 %"~ if the Ukraine 87 Wesiphal, Capuain 131
11SS Panzer Corps 99, 102 in Russia 82 > Panzergrenadiers 115 Wohler, General von 153, 155
SS Panzer Corps 138, Estonian nmp. 138.,) 7 Waffen-SS (George H. Stein) 8,
141, 143, 150 Freikonps Danmark 62~ 168 Zeivzler, Kurt 84
Dirlewanger brigade 143 Kaminshi Bngadu 143 Warsaw 40, 138, 140, 143, 145 Zhitomir 47, 48, 53, 112
divisions Legion Nederland 181 “Warsaw Rising’ 143, 145 iemke, Earl K., History of the
Das Reich 23, 87, 64, 94, 99, Legion N 7 weapons 24, 32-6 Second World War 152
Legion Wallonien 31, 100 antiaireraft gun 110 <
] e
= AR
N o
i AN
23 52
B N
475 e
O 3
)3
(S
)
)
N7
/.55
D%
27385
NE g
S0
A
e
58
NEN
2%
153 \
O\ % NS rad



A detailed examination of the men, equipment, organization, and combat record
of the Wiking Division—the Waffen-SS unit formed from foreign volunteers

rare of the and its key figures from the unit’s
formation to its subsequent service on the Eastern Front, including their epic
struggle in the Cherkassy pocket, and the fighting for Budapest
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showing the campaigns and battles in which Wiking were involved, such as
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