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The subject of the German Air Force was to
have been the second book in a three-part
work on the Uniforms and Insignia of the
German Armed Forces covering the period
1933 to 1945.

The first volume in this trilogy, German
Army Uniforms and Insignia. 1933-1945.
was published more than twenty years ago.
At the time | limited the subject matter to
the German Army. | touched on the Volks-
sturm but ignored the women's services and
the non-German contingents that served
alongside the German Army. When it came
to researching the material for this Luft-
walffe book. however, it became apparent
that this branch of the armed forces was in
many respects far more diverse than that of
the army. Many individual formations
existed that were related in some way to the
German Air Force or became part of the
Luftwaffe proper during the course of its
historical development.

It is for this reason that the subject matter
for the Luftwalfle book is approximately
double that used in the German Army book.
and because of this large amount ol material
it has had to be split into two volumes.

The division of the main subject matter,
namely the German Air Force proper,
between the two books is roughly on hist-
orical lines. The present volume covers the
period from when the National Socialists
attained political power (1933] to the Battle
of Britain (1940). The second volume deals
with the war years, picking up where the
first left off and continuing right through to
final defeat in 1945. However, it is true to
say that despite this clean-cut division many
of the formations and organizations dealt
with, either complete entities in their own
right or those that formed part of. or were
absorbed into the Luftwalffe, very often
bridge the historic periods. It has therefore
been necessary to deal with certain of these
individual formations and organizations as
separate, sell-contained subjects in either
volume.

The diagram overleafl has been devised to

[ntroduction

show at a glance the extent of the majority of
the formations dealt with in both volumes
and at the same time to show the approxi-
mate dates when each formation was raised
and when it ceased to exist.

My research has been based in the main
on information extracted from official and
semi-official publications. German, English
and American, very many of them contem-
porary with the period. It Is supplemented
with Interviews and conversations 1 have
had over a number of years with former
members of the Luftwalfe as well as my own
observations and detailed notes made of
items in both public and private collections.

Wherever possible | have given full refer-
ences to the information contained in these
two books. The majority of these reference
notes are to be found at the back of each
volume,

By far the two most important sources for
official instructions used have been Anzu-
gordnung fiir die Luftwaffe (L.A.O.) Bestim-
mungen iiber Beschaffenheit, Sitz und
Trageweise der einzelen Bekleidungs=und
Ausriustungsstiucke sowile der Signal-
instrumente vom 27.11.1935.L.Dv.422
Abschnitt A. Neudruck vom 1, April 1938,
Verlag Offene Worte, Berlin W35. This sets
out all the official regulations regarding the
pre-war Luftwaffe dress and insignia
(amongst many other subjects). However, as
the period 1935 to 1938, and indeed to
193940, was one that saw very many
changes, the second most important source
of official reference that has proved essential
reading has been Luftwaffen-Verordnungs-
blatt. This was an official journal published
by the Luftwaffe High Command and issued
every fortnight to all units. The first pub-
lication was dated 21 January 1935, and to
the best of my knowledge these journals
continued to be issued, if not up to the end
of the war in Europe, then at least to within
the last months of the war. They are an
extremely important source of reference and
in many respects can be compared to the
Army Council Instructions (ACIs) issued by



the War Office to units of the British Army (a
source of reference 1 made full use of when
researching material for my book British
Army Uniforms and Insignia of World War
Two). Practically everything concerning the
day-to-day running of the Luftwalfe and all
its branches can be found in these journals,
from such seemingly trivial items as the size
of the portion of marmalade to be served in
Luftwalle dining-rooms to extensive charts
of the sort presented on pages 112-23 of
this volume. Many other subjects were pro-
mulgated in these journals apart from dress
and insignia. In fact the majority of the
entries, each one designated by its own
individual Order Number, dealt with a whole

range of instructions.

A considerable number of line-drawings
will be found in this book and the following
volume: rather than have a mixture of
photographs and drawings of similar items
presented on the same page, 1 have chosen
to use all line-drawings for the sake of
consistency. The photographs used have
been carefully selected in order to supple-
ment the text and the line-drawings.
Wherever possible I have attempted to use
photographs taken during the period 1933
to approximately 1940 in the first volume
and those taken between 1940 and 1945 for
the second volume.

It has been my deliberate decision to leave
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the subject of the special protective clothing
and its related insignia and equipment of
the Luftwalle Parachute arm (Fallschirm-
jager) and the protective flight clothing for
Luftwalffe air crews to be dealt with in the
second volume. Both subjects arguably
could have been dealt with in this first book:
however, | felt that, owing to the complexity
of these subjects and the number of items
worn, they would be best served in Volume
1940-5.

Other organizations dealt with in the
second volume, with emphasis on uniforms,
clothing and insignia worn, are: the
National Socialist Flying Corps (NSFK): the
National Air Protection League (RLB): the

I'wish to thank the lollowing individuals and
acknowledge the assistance given to me by
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other in the research for the material that
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Air Raid Warning and Security and Help
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THE NATIONAL EMBLEM OF GERMANY AND THE REICHSKOKADE

German National
Emblem (Luftwaffe
version) and the Reichs
Kokade:

1 NSDAP political-style
national emblem

2 The DLV oakleaf wreath,

wings and Reichskokade.

10

Items 1 and 2 were worn
together on the DLV
Uniform Peaked Cap

3 DLV Segelflugabteilung
cap insignia

4 Luftwaffe version of the
national emblem

5 Luftwaffe oakleaf
wreath, stylized wings and

Reichskokade, metal
version. ltems 4 and 5
were worn together on the
Uniform Peaked Cap

6 The version of the
Reichskokade wom for a
limited period by officers
of the Luftwaffe Reserve

7 The officers’ quality,

bullion version of the
Reichskokade for wear on
the Flight Cap

8 The hand-embroidered,
pre-war version of the
Luftwaffe national
emblem. This size of
emblem was wormn on the
right breast

9 The machine-woven
Reichskokade for wear by
NCOs and other ranks of
the Luftwaffe on the Flying
Cap



Right: The national
emblem (as womn on the
Flight Blouse and the
Uniform Peaked Cap) and
the Rexchskokarde, sur-
rounded by a wreath of
oakleaves and flanked by
stylized wings (wom on
the band of the Peaked
Cap). All these items womn
by this unidentified major
are of the silver bullion
variety

Far right: The national
emblem and Reichskokarde
as worn on the officers’
version of the Flight Cap,
here being worn by
Leutnant (later Hauptmann)
Hars Roehng

The National Emblem of Germany
and the Reichskokarde

In keeping with the other two branches of
national emblem of

the Wehrmacht, the
Germany (das Hoheitszeichen) and, to a
lesser extent, the national cockade (die
Reichskokarde were worn on almost all Air
Force uniforms and uniform head-dress.
The emblem for the Luftwafle proper con-
sisted of an eagle — by tradition the national
emblem of Germany — with outstretched
wings in an attitude of flight and clutching
in its left talon a swastika (die Hakenkreuz)
the emblem of the National Socialist German
Workers' Party (NSDAP). By law, it was
required to be worn on the right breast of
(most) Air Force jackets and tunics and in a
smaller version on almost all Air Force cloth
head-dress. This combination of eagle and
swastika was the authorized Luftwalfe

version of the Third Reich’'s national
emblem (Fig. 4)."

The new National Cockade. which for the
German Air Force was introduced in May
1935,? was made up of the national colours
of Germany, having a red centre encircled by
a band of white or silver with an outer band
of black. However, the Luftwaffe version of
the cockade had the addition of a narrow
silver or gold (depending on the wearer's
rank) outline around the outer black band
(Fig. 7).

On certain items of Air Force head-dress
the cockade was worn as a separate emblem:
on others it was worn in conjunction with a
wreath of oakleaves flanked by a pair of
stylized ‘wings’ (Fig. 5). For details of colour-
ing of these emblems see section on Luft-
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THE NATIONAL EMBLEM OF GERMANY AND THE REICHSKOKADE

walffe head-dress. and Uniform section.

The Deutsche Luftsports Verband, the
forerunner of the Luftwaffe proper. had
adopted the early ‘political’ style of the
national emblem (Fig. 1). This was worn on
all forms of DLV cloth head-dress (see
page 16) and In various qualities and
colourings by all ranks. on the left upper
arm of the uniform tunic and greatcoat
(Fig. 35).

As the order, issued on 16 May 1935,
introducing the Reichskokade for wear by
personnel of the new Luftwaffe, was not
promulgated until 27 May 1935, no Reichs-
kokade was worn as a separate emblem by
the DLV. They did. however. wear an earlier
Air Sports emblem on their peaked caps in
the same position as the later Reichskokade
and stylized wings. Although this early
emblem (Fig. 3) cannot be considered as a
true national cockade, it did combine the
German national colours of red, white and
black together with the National Socialist
emblem, the swastika, ‘wings’ and ‘propeller
blades’.

A type of Reichskokade, reminiscent of the
former Imperial pattern of reservists’
cockade, was introduced in 1935 and abol-
ished on 6 July 1936.” It included a white
metal Maltese Cross set on the red central
portion of the cockade (Fig. 6). It was worn
on the head-dress of Luftwaffe Reserve per-
sonnel for the limited period as stated above.

The Legion Condor was supposed to have
been a clandestine formation. Personnel of
the Legion, with the possible exception of
Generalleutnant Hugo Sperrle, the Legions’
first commanding officer (see page 52 photo
34) did not wear any form of the German

12

national emblem or the Reichskokade on
their Legion uniforms.

It is worth noting that two distinct
patterns of the Luftwaffe version of the
national emblem existed at various times. In
the early pre-war version the tail feathers of
the eagle curved downwards in a pro-
nounced way (Fig. 8) while in the later style,
used just prior to and during the war years,
the eagle’s taill feathers were outspread (Fig.
4).

el

Left: Emst Udet, a flying
ace of the First World War
and Fliegerkommodore in
the DLV. The distinctive
insignia for the DLV is
clearly shown on Udet’s
peaked cap.

Far left: The national
emblem, Reichskokade,
wreath and wings made
from pressed white-metal
as worn on the Schirm-
miitze by NCOs and other
ranks of the Luftwaffe.



Right: A parade held in
Berlin on the occasion of
the anniversary of the
death of the air ace and
holder of the Pour le
Meérite, Oswald Boelcke,
30 October 1933. The
speakers saluting on the
podium are Hauptmann
a.D. Loerzer (left) and
Hauptmann Seidel (in
greatcoat). The front of the
podium is covered with the
flag of the DLV, the same
design as was used for the
cap insignia

. HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT

Deutscher Luftsport-Verband
(German Air Sports Organization)

On 25 March 1933, in an endeavour to co-
ordinate all non-military flight training, the
DLV was established. This new organization
incorporated all the private flying clubs that
existed throughout Germany, and was

charged with the task of promoting civilian
interest in all aspects of flying. Instruction
was given in gliding, free flight ballooning
and powered aircraft flying as well as the

construction of model aircraft. Strong
emphasis was laid on encouraging German
youth to become air-minded and for them
to be schooled in flying. Initially the DLV
divided into sixteen State Groups
(Landesgruppen) which included the
German-dominated Free City of Danzig. In
September 1933 the SA-SS Fliegersturm
was incorporated into the DLV. This had
been an air organization formed in July
1933 as part of the Sturmabteilung and
staffed by members of both the SA and the

was




1. HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT

S5, many of whom had been former mem-
bers of the Imperial Air Arm during the
Great War.

Walking-Out Dress (Strassenanzug)

The first DLV uniform was described in an
order dated 4 November 1933. Of blue-grey
colour, and referred to as the Strassenanzug
or 'Street Dress’, it consisted of a four-
pocket, single-breasted open-necked tunic
worn with long trousers, light-blue shirt and
black tie. A uniform peaked cap, black
leather shoes, grey cloth gloves and leather
waist-belt with supporting cross-strap com-
pleted the outfit. This same uniform was
also utilized as Working-Dress for wear
when on duty, with breeches and riding
boots replacing the long trousers and shoes,
and a forage cap worn instead of the peaked
cap.

In September 1933, the personnel of
Goring’s clandestine and embryonic Air
Force Officer Corps — most of whom served
in the Deutsche Verkehrsfliegerschule
branch — had adopted the uniform of the
DLV. They were, however, distinguished
from DLV members by their wearing
shoulder cords in pairs, one to each
shoulder as opposed to the DLV who only
wore a single shoulder cord or shoulder-
strap on the right shoulder after the fashion
used at that time throughout the SA, SS and
other party formations.

Other styles of dress were introduced into
the DLV all of which could be said to be the
forerunners of the types of uniforms used by
the Luftwaffe when that organization was
eventually revealed to the world.

Service Dress (Dienstanzug)

The earlier ‘Strassenanzug’ was worn, with
certain modifications, as the Service Dress.
Officers wore a brown leather waist-belt with
two-pronged buckle (Fig. 12), with matching
leather supporting cross-strap. Other ranks
were issued with a black leather waist-belt
with aluminium box buckle (Fig. 13) worn
with a matching leather supporting cross-
strap.

All ranks wore a special ‘Fliegermesser’
(flyer's knife), or later the °‘Fliegerdoich’
(flyer's dagger), both with Service Dress and
with what then constituted both the In-
formal and the Formal Full-Dress. (For
further information on DLV sidearms see

page 182.)
Informal Full-Dress (kleiner Gesellschafts-

anzug)
This consisted of the Service Dress Tunic
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and Trousers worn with white shirt, black
tie. black leather shoes, the Uniform Peaked
Cap, white gloves and pin-backed awards or
decorations together with any medal ribbon
bars plus the Flyer's Knife or Dagger.

Formal Full-Dress (grosser Gesellschafts-
anzug (Fig. 15)

This, for evening wear, was the Formal Full-
Dress but worn with aiguillettes (Fig. 14)
and the brocade waist-belt (Fig. 16) by all
officers, and with the black leather belt
without its supporting cross-strap for all
other ranks. Medals suspended from a
medal bar were part of the Formal Full-Dress
wear.

Above: 55-Obersturm-
bannfihrer Eduard Ritter
von Schleich, a member of
the SA-SS Fliegersturm,
photographed in 1932, He
wears the special SA-55
Fliegersturm winged badge
above his right breast
pocket
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10 5S-SA Flyers' Wings. A
silver-bullion insignia that
combined the NSDAP eagle
and swastika emblem
(centre) with the insignia
of the S5 (Schutzstaffel)
(left) and the SA (Sturm-
abteilung) (right). This item
was worn above the right
breast pocket on either the
SS or SA uniform by
members of the 55-SA
Fliegerstiirme

11 A form of collar patch
utilized by personnel of the
Flieger-SA. The original
insignia worn by members
of this branch of the
Sturmabteilung consisted
of collar patches in their
district colour: the left-
hand patch displaying their
rank insignia, the right-
hand patch being left
blank. At an unspecified
date the winged propeller
with central swastika boss
was added to the right-
hand patch. The unit
number was added to the
patch, either as metal
numerals or chain-stitched
in coloured threads, as
shown here

12 DLV officers’ Service
Belt and buckle

13 DLV other ranks’
Service Belt and Buckle

14 Dress aiguillettes as
worn by DLV officers from
Fliegerkommodore to
Kettenfiihrer in silver
finish, and by DLV general
officers —Reichsminister der
Luftfahrt and
Staatssekretdr— in matt
gold. These were of the
same configuration and
colouring as the dress
aiguillettes worn later
within the Luftwaffe

15 Duty aiguillettes as
worn by adjutants within
the DLV. These too were
identical in colour and
construction with the duty
aiguillettes worn later
within the Luftwaffe.

16 DLV officers’ brocade
waist-belt and buckle

LA b b g

-
~N
=

AT,

| mh I.I']j‘ ill'.!:;J;li.

NFEREE L :

i L EEme

- 9

it s
w5 O R

16

15



1. HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT
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Left: NCOs and other
ranks of the DLV photo-
graphed in formation
standing at ease. The front
rank consists of NCOs
behind whom are the
troops. Of particular
interest are the overall
shape of the Uniform
Peaked Caps, the wearing
of the Fliegerdolch (Flyer's
Dagger), the single trade
badge for a DLV Balloonist
worn on the left forearm of
the thick-set man with the
rank of Flieger at the end
of the second rank, and
the wearing of officers’
waist-belts and supporting
cross-straps by certain
NCOs in the front rank.

Left: Two officers of the
DLV, a Fliegerkapitan (left)
and a Schwarmfilhrer
(right) seen at a parade of
DLV personnel and other
Party formations held in
Berlin during 1933. The
DLV version of the national
emblem is shown as a
round patch worn on the
left upper arm.
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17 DLV national emblem

DLV Pilot-Observer and
Wireless Operator
Qualification Wings:

18 Silver-bullion
embroidered 'Wings' for
DLV pilot-observer

19 'Wings' for DLV
wireless operator, also in
silver-bullion embroidery.
The swastika on both
badges is in black silk
threads. Either item was
wormn above the right
breast pocket of the DLV
Tunic.

In addition to rank being displayed on the
various DLV tunics by means of collar
patches, shoulder cords and shoulder-straps
[see page 20)1 the tunic buttons worn by the
two most senior DLV ranks ol Reichs-
minister der Luftfahrt and Staatssekretar
respectively were in gold-finished metal.
Collar piping worn around the lower edge to
their tunic collars was also in gold. All other
DLV officers wore silver-aluminium collar
piping and silver metal buttons. The rank
and file also wore white metal buttons, but
their tunic collars were piped in the colour
appropriate to their branch of service. This
distinction between generals, officers and
other ranks was continued with the colour
and quality of the DLV national emblem
patch worn on the upper left sleeve (Fig. 17).

From close scrutiny of contemporary
photographs it is apparent that no DLV-style
national emblem patch was worn on the left
upper sleeve of the Tunic worn during the
carly period of the organization. The Pilot-
Observer and Wireless Operator wings have
also been noted being worn above the left
breast pocket and in some cases below
medal ribbon bars where these were worn.
In one instance a very junior member of the
DLV had been photographed with blank
collar patches, that is plain patches without
the metal wings insignia.

Those members of the DLV who were
qualified as a Pilot-Observers (Flugzeug-
fithrer und Orter) wore breast wings of a
special design (Fig. 18). The same applied to
qualified Wireless Operators (Bordlunker)
although their wings were slightly different
(Fig. 19). Both patterns of wings were
normally worn above the right breast tunic
pocket but photographic evidence clearly
shows these same wings being worn, for
some unexplained reason., above the left
breast pocket.

Photographs that are known to have been
taken late in the existence of the DLV show

the breast wings worn over the right breast
pocket, and the DLV eagle and swastika
circular patch being worn on the left upper
arm.

Waist-Belts and Buckles

The Service Dress leather belt worn by
officers was 6cm wide, and had a mid-brown
polished finish. The two-pronged buckle was
of gilt metal for generals, and silver-grey
pebble-finished metal for other officers (Fig.
12). A matching mid-brown leather cross-
strap (worn over the right shoulder) was also
worn, with metal fittings matching the
colour of the buckle. Figure 13 shows the
pattern of belt and buckle as worn by other
ranks. The buckle was in white-metal. the
belt of dark brown leather was worn with a
matching leather cross-strap (over the right
shoulder) with white-metal fittings.

For parades and social [unctions a
brocade waist-belt and dress buckle was
worn by officers (Fig. 16). The belt had a
silver-aluminium woven brocade facing with
a narrow, central line of red silk flanked by
two wider lines of dark-blue-grey silk. The
buckle was in silver-white metal with a gold,
political-style eagle and black-painted swas-
tika. Generals had a gilt-finished buckle
with silver-white eagle and black-painted
swastika.

National Emblem

The circular blue-grey cloth badge dis-
playing the NSDAP version of the national
emblem was worn on the upper left arm by
all ranks of the DLV (Fig. 17). The two most
senior ranks, Reichsminister der Luftfahrt
and Staatssekretar (DLV Flieger-chef), wore
a blue-grey patch with the emblem embroid-
ered in gold bullion threads with a black silk
swastika (this distinction was also extended
to the rank of DLV Fliegervizechef when this
rank was introduced sometime during
1935). Officers from the rank of Flieger-

17



1. HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT

kommodore down to Kettenfithrer had a
blue-grey patch with silver embroidered
emblem complete with black silk swastika,
All other personnel wore their arm patch
with a grey-white machine-embroidered
design with black cotton swastika. All arm
badges were approximately 5.3cm in dia-
meter although slight variations either way
exist.

Uniform Peaked Cap (Schirmmiitze)

This was the prescribed issue head-dress to
be worn by all ranks on those occasions
when wearing the Steel Helmet or the Flying
Cap (Fliegermiitze) was inappropriate. It
was the forerunner of the Uniform Peaked
Cap issued throughout the Luftwaffe and,
although of the same basic design, its
appearance was less ‘smart’ than the well
set-up caps of the Luftwalfe. It tended to be
slightly larger around the crown than the
Luftwaffe version and because it was not set-
up in the front it gave the impression of
being ‘fatter’,

The Uniform Peaked Cap insignia was also
of a different pattern from that used on the
Luftwaffe cap. Both types of insignia, the
‘political eagle and swastika’ emblem and
the Reichskokade within a wreath and
flanked by stylized wings are illustrated on
page 10, Figs 1 and 2.

The cap had a blue-grey top, a dark
charcoal-grey mohair ribbed material cap
band and a black leather or fibre peak.
machine-stitched with a protective ridge
around the rim. Other cap distinctions de-
pended on the wearer’s rank and function.

Differences in rank were indicated by the
use of cap piping. the colour and quality of
the cap insignia and by use of cap cords in
either gold or silver colouring or chin-straps
of black patent leather.

Personnel (NCOs and other ranks) from
the rank of Flieger to Oberflugmeister.
Bordoberflugmeister and Obermeisier, had
shiny black patent leather chin-straps and
black chin-strap buttons to their caps, with
the early, political-style national emblem,
the oakleaf wreath and stylized wings in
silver-white aluminium metal. The Reichs-
kokade was the same for these ranks and for
all officer ranks up to Staatssekretar.

Piping used on the DLV Schirmmutze for
the above listed ranks was 0.2cm thick, and
was in one of three basic DLV branch
colours of yellow. black or dark blue depend-
ing on the wearer's function. The piping
appeared around the crown to the cap and
around the top and bottom edges of the
black mohair cap band.
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Officers of the DLV below the rank of
Staatssekretar wore silver-aluminium col-
oured cap cords with silver-white metal cap
cord buttons. Their national emblem,
Reichskokade, oakleal wreath and stylized
wings were of the same design and colouring
as those prescribed to be worn by NCOs and
other ranks, but very often the insignia for
the officers was hand-embroidered in silver
bullion wire on to a backing ol dark grey
badge material. Their caps were piped
around the crown and to the top and bottom
edges of the dark grey cap band in silver-
aluminium piping, 0.2cm thick.

DLV general officers with the rank of
Staatssekretar and Minister had gold-
coloured cap cords held in position on the
cap by gilt-coloured metal cap cord buttons,
a gold-coloured national emblem, oakleafl
wreath, stylized wings, together with a
black. silver and red cockade edged in gold.
Their caps were piped with 0.2cm-thick
gold-coloured piping.

DLV Ranks, 1933-5

DLV Equivalent Luft-
waffe Rank

Reichsminister der General der

Luftfahrt Flieger, etc.

Staatssekretar Generalleutnant

Fliegerkommodore Oberst

Flieger-Vize- Oberstleutnant

kommaodore

Fliegerkommandant Major

Fliegerkapitan Hauptmann

Schwarmftihrer Oberleutnant

Kettenfiihrer Leutnant

Oberflugmeister Oberfeldwebel

Bordoberfunkmeister *

Obermeister **

Flugmeister Feldwebel

Bordlunkmeister *

Meister **

Unterflugmeister Unterfeldwebel

Bordunterfunk-

meister *

Untermeister **
1. Flugzeugfuhrer
1. Bordlunker *
Oberwart **

Unteroffizier

2. Flugzeugfithrer Hauptgelreiter
2. Bordfunker *

Wart **

HilfsNugzeugfuhrer Obergelreiter
Hilfsbordfunker *

Unterwart **

Oberflieger Gefreiter
Flieger Flieger

* Radio personnel. ** Aircrall mechanics.

Right: There are a number
of unexplained features in
this photograph. The pilot
on the right of the picture
wearing the Imperial Iron
Cross, 1st Class is also
wearing the special com-
memorative badge pro-
duced for the 5th Reichs-
parteitag of 1933 (31
August to 3 September).
This was intended only to
be worn during the period
of the event. Suspended
from his waist-belt and
cross-strap (of the pattern
intended for use by officers
of the DLV) he is shown
wearing the DLV Flieger-
messer or Flyer's Knife.
This pattern of side-arm
was introduced in 1934 for
use by all ranks of the Air
Sports Organization all of
which means that it was
incorrect for him stillto be
wearing the Party Day rally
badge at least ten or so
months after its issue. He
is also wearing blank collar
patches. The officer to
whom he is talking is
wearing the DLV officer's
Fliegerdolch (Flyer's
Dagger), wom without the
silver-aluminium portepee.
It is possible that the
wearing of blank collar
patches by the most junior
ranks of the DLV together
with the pattern of waist-
belt and cross-strap
complete with its two-
pronged, open buckle,
normally reserved for use
by officers, was an early
feature of the DLV
uniform.



Far right, top: Oberbe-
fehishaber der Luftwaffe
and General der Flieger
Hermann Goring wearing
DLV uniform. Note that his
DLV pilots/observers wings
are worn above his left
breast pocket. This is
visual proof that at a date
as yet to be established
the DLV pilots/observers
wings ceasd to be wom
above the right breast
pocket (see previous
photographs) and were
moved to a position as
shown here

Below right: Considerable
effort was employed to
publicize the existence of
the Air Sports League
Trucks such as these

toured the streets of major
towns and cities through-
out Germany advertising
the DLV

DEUTSCHER LUFTSPORT-VERBAND (GERMAN AIR SPORTS ORGANIZATION)
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DLV Insignia of Rank.
Collar Patches, Shoulder
Cords and Shoulder-
Straps, 1933-5;

20, 21 Reichsminister der
Luftfahrt

22, 23 Staatssekretdr/DLV
Fliegerchef

24, 25 Fliegerkommodore
26, 27 Fliegervize-
kommodore

28, 29 Fliegerkommandant
30, 31 Fliegerkapitan

32, 33 Schwarmfilhrer

34, 35 Kettenfihrer

36, 37 Oberflugmeister,
Bordoberfunkmeister,
Obermeister

In the 1935 edition of the semi-official
publication Der Dienst-Unterricht im Heere
compiled by Dr. jur. W. Reibert and pub-
lished by E. S. Mittler & Sohn of Berlin, the
second most senior position in the DLV was
shown to have undergone a change in title
but without any change to the insignia of
rank. The senior position, Reichsminister
der Luftfahrt, was unaltered, but that of
Staatssekretar was changed to a new rank
term of DLV Fliegerchel. At the same time a
further new rank was introduced. that of
DLV  Fliegervizechef, and interposed
between DLV Fliegerchef and Fliegerkom-
modore. The insignia for the rank of DLV
Fliegervizechef consisted of white collar
patches with gold-embroidered wreath sur-
rounding a single wing and a shoulder cord
of plaited gold-coloured cords on white cloth
underlay but without any gold ‘bars’. This
new rank was the equivalent of the Luftwaffe
rank of Generalmajor.

Insignia of rank. Collar patches, shoulder
cords and shoulder-straps, 1933-5

Collar patches were worn in matching,
mirror pairs, one to each collar of the open-
necked Service Tunic and the formal DLV
Full-Dress Uniform. Shoulder cords and
shoulder-straps were only worn as a single
item on the right shoulder. This use of a
single shoulder cord or shoulder-strap
applied to all DLV personnel other than
those of the German Transportation Flying
School (Deutsche Verkehrsiliegerschule).
These persons were distinguished by wear-
ing their shoulder-straps or cords in pairs,
one to each shoulder. Collar patches (Fig.
20) for the rank of Reichsminister der Luft-
fahrt, also referred to as Minister, had a
white base with gold embroidery and gold-
coloured twisted piping. The shoulder cord
(Fig. 21) had a white cloth underlay with
gold plaited cording. gold 'bars’ and gilt
metal button. The insignia for the rank of
Staatssekretar (Figs. 22 and 23), a rank
term later changed to DLV Fliegerchef, were
of the same colouring as described for items
20 and 21 above.

The colour of the collar patches and the
underlay to shoulder cords and piping to
shoulder-straps of the remaining DLV
ranks, Fliegerkommodore down to Flieger,
were in one of three colours. Black was used
by staff personnel of the Reichsluftfahrt-
ministerium (Civil Aviation Ministry): yellow
by personnel of the Deutsche Verkehrs-
fliegerschule  (German  Transportation
Flying School — this branch of the DLV was

in fact the clandestine forerunner of the
Luftwaffe proper); and blue for personnel
from all other sections of the DLV (see also
page 111, under the heading 'DLV Spiegel-
farben’).

Personnel of the rank of Fliegerkom-
modore wore collar patches (Fig. 24) with
the wreath, wings and twisted piping in
silver-aluminium. The shoulder cord (Fig.
25) had plaited cording and ‘bars’ in silver-
aluminium with the button in white metal.
The ranks of Fliegervizekommodore and
Fliegerkommandant had collar patches and
shoulder cords (Figs. 26 and 27; Figs. 28
and 29 respectively), as described for items
24 and 25.

A DLV Fliegerkapitin displayed collar
patches (Fig. 30) with wings and twisted
piping to the patches in silver-aluminium.
The twisted cording and ‘bars’ on the
shoulder cord (Fig. 31) were also in silver-
aluminium, with a white-metal button. The
same colouring and configuration for the
collar patches and shoulder cords worn by
personnel with the rank of Schwarmfihrer
(Figs. 32 and 33) and Kettenfihrer (Figs. 34
and 35) were as described for items 30 and
31 above.

The ranks of Oberflugmeister, Bordober-
funkmeister and Obermeister wore a pair of
collar patches each of which had flat, silver-
aluminium braid stitched along two sides
and four white-metal wings (Fig, 36). The
blue-grey cloth shoulder-strap was piped in
black, yellow or blue depending on the
wearer’s function and matching the colour
of the collar patches. The strap had white
metal or blue-grey painted metal button. All
remaining ranks from Oberflugmeister,
Bordoberfunkmeister, Obermeister down to
Flieger wore the same pattern of shoulder-
strap (Fig. 37). a plain blue-grey cloth strap
piped in the appropriate colour, with a metal
button, either in white metal or with a blue-
grey painted [inish, depending on the
quality of the uniform worn.

The ranks of Flugmeister, Bordfunker-
meister and Meister (Fig. 38):; Unterflug-
meister, Bordunterfunkmeister and Unter-
meister (Fig. 39); and 1. Flugzeugfuhrer, 1.
Bordfunker and Oberwart (Fig. 40) all wore
patches with flat, silver-aluminium braiding
and white metal wings, the number of which
depended on their rank. The remaining
ranks of 2. Flugzeugfithrer, 2. Bordfunker
and Wart (Fig. 41): Hilfsflugzeugfihrer,
Hilfsbordfunker, and Unterwart (Fig. 42);
Oberflieger (Fig. 43) and Flieger (Fig. 44) all
had plain collar patches with four. three,
two or one white metal wings respectively.
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‘I‘-." Left: The DLV Flying
& personnel Trade Badge

o - worn on the left forearm

Below left: Three
uniformed members of the
original DLV greet Elli
Beinhom (left) and Thea
Rasche (nght) on board the
liner S5 New York. Both
ladies had successfully
returned from flights
recently made: Elli
Beinhorn from publicity
fiying in central and North
America and Thea Rasche
having taken part in the
England to Australia Air
Race

DLV Insignia of Rank.
Collar Patches, Shoulder
Cords and Shoulder-
Straps, 1933-5:

38 Fugmeister,
Bordfunkmeister, Meister
39 Unterflugmeister,
Bordunterfunkmeister
Untermesster

40 1. Flugzeugfihrer

1. Bordfunker, Oberwart
41 2. Flugzeugfiihrer

2. Bordfunker, Wart

42 Hilfsflugzeugfuhrer
Hiltshordfunker, Unterwart
43 Oberflieger

44 Flieger

DLV Specialist Trade
Badges, 1933-5:

45 Medical personnel
46 Flying personnel
47 Balloonist badge
48 Technical personnel
49 DLV motor vehicle
driver
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Right: Senior officers

of the DLV. Identifiable
personalities are

from left to right: Flieger-
kommodore Walther
Wever wearing white-
topped summer cap,
Fliegerkommodore Bruno
Loertzer hand on waist-
belt, General Werner von
Blomberg, Minister of War
and Commander-in-Chief
of the Wehrmacht, Staats-
sekretdr Erhard Milch and
a Fliegerkapitan also
wearing a white-topped
summer cap.

Specialist Badges, 1933-5

All badges carried a design in light grey
cotton threads on a circular blue-grey cloth
backing, 5.3cm in diameter. They were worn
on the left forearm 1em above the turn-back
culf of the DLV Tunic and Greatcoat. These
badges were worn only by DLV personnel
below the rank of Kettenfiihrer.

Fig. 45 was worn by Medical personnel (DLV

Sanitatspersonal).

Fig. 46 was for wear by flying personnel (DLV
Fliegendespersonal).

Fig. 47 was the Balloonist badge (Ballon-
fahrer).

Fig. 48 was worn by technical personnel
(Flugzeug-personal)

Fig. 49 is thought to have been worn by DLV
motor vehicle drivers (DLV Kraft-
fahrer) (Item in author’s collection. )
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Segelflugabteilung (Glider Section)

This section concentrated on glider training
and flying. Its members wore two distinctive
patterns of dress as well as a Uniform Tunic
not dissimilar to that worn by other
members of the DLV.

Working Dress

For Working Dress Glider pilots wore a four-
buttoned single-breasted, open-neck jacket
that had no skirt but finished at the waist-
line, not unlike the British post-war Battle
Dress Blouse (Fig. 50). The jacket had two
pleated breast pockets with straight faps,

51

24

cach secured by a single button. The ends of
the cuff-less sleeves had a further two
buttons each. The jacket was worn with
high-waisted riding breeches and riding
boots. A light-blue collar-attached shirt with
black tie and the Uniform Peaked Cap com-
pleted the outfit. The insignia on this
Working Dress jacket consisted of the dis-
tinctive collar patches as shown opposite
plus, the national emblem, as shown on page
17 and any particular awards or decora-
tions belonging to the individual.

Shirt and Breeches
Another form of Working Dress worn during
summer months was the Shirt and Breeches

50 DLV Segelflugabteilung
Working Uniform

51 DLV Segelfiugabteilung
Working Uniform, womn
mainly during summer
months



SEGELFLUGABTEILUNG (GLIDER SECTION)

55, 56, 57 Segelflugref-

erent bei d.Landesgruppe
58, 59, 60 Segelflugsturm-

filhrer

Rank. Breast Badges,
Collar Patches and
Shoulder-Straps:

64, 65, 66 Segelflugschar-
fiihrer

Abteilung Segelflug bei

Prasidium

61, 62, 63 Segelflug-

truppefiihrer

52, 53, 54 Leiter der

Detachment, Insignia of

DLV Glider Flying
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(Fig. 51). The long-sleeved shirt, presumed
to be in blue-grey, with cuffs secured by a
single button. was worn with the collar
fastened at the neck and with a black tie.
The shirt had breast pockets with pleats and
single-point flaps. each fastened by a single
button. As with the Working Jacket, the
Working Shirt was worn tucked Into riding
breeches. A broad leather waist-belt was
worn through loops on the breeches.
Leather riding boots and a blue-grey fore
and aft cap was worn. The insignia on the
Working Shirt was like that worn on the
Working jacket — simple. It consisted of the
distinctive diamond-shaped breast badges
worn above the centre of the right breast
pocket, and the national emblem on the
upper left sleeve.

Uniform Tunic
This was of the same design as that
previously described for the Service

Uniform, but the single shoulder-strap worn
on the right shoulder was of the type shown
as Fig. 37.

Insignia of Rank: breast badges, collar
patches and shoulder-straps
Three patterns of rank insignia were worn
on the three different styles of uniform
dress.

For the summer wear Working Shirt a

single diamond-shaped breast badge was
worn over the right breast pocket (Fig. 51).
On the short-waisted Winter Blouse collar
patches were worn in matching. mirror
pairs (Fig. 50) and on the Service Tunic (not
illustrated. but of the same design and cut
as the DLV Service Tunic) a single shoulder-
strap was worn on the right shoulder only.

All three items for the rank of Leiter der
Abteilung Segelflug bel Prasidium, the
breast patch (Fig. 52), the collar patches
(Fig. 53) and the shoulder-strap (Fig. 54),
had embroidered emblems on a backing of
blue-grey cloth. The breast patch had the
emblem worked in white cotton threads on
to a diamond patch of blue-grey cotton
material. The edging to the patch was
formed by a solid band of cotton stitching.
The emblem on the blue-grey serge material
of the collar patches and the shoulder-strap
was hand-worked in silver-aluminium
threads. Both these items were piped in
twisted silver-aluminium cording.

The breast patch (Fig. 55), collar patches
(Fig. 56) and shoulder-strap (Fig. 57) for the
rank of Segelllugreferent bel d.Landes-

gruppe were of the same quality and colour-
ing as the three items described above.

For the rank ol Segelflugsturmfiihrer the
breast patch (Fig. 58), the collar patches
(Fig. 59) and the shoulder-strap (Fig. 60)
had background material of

the same

Right: An Untermeister of
the Reichsluftaufsicht on
duty.

Left: Personnel of the DLV
Segelfiugabteilung flying
elastic-powered model
aircraft,



REICHSLUFTAUFSICHT (AIRFIELD TRAFFIC CONTROL)

quality and colour as described for Figs. 55,

56 and 57, but the emblem on all three items
\ was machine-embroidered in white cotton
’ yarn, and piping consisted of twisted
cording alternating in black, white and red
silk threads.

The breast patches (Figs 61 and 64), collar
patches (Figs 62 and 65) and shoulder-
straps (Figs 63 and 66) for the two remain-
ing ranks, Segelllugtruppefiihrer and Segel-
flugscharfithrer, were all of a similar quality
and colouring. The breast patches were of
blue-grey cotton material, the collar patches
and shoulder-straps were in blue-grey serge
cloth. The embroidered designs were in
white cotton threads, machine-embroid-
ered, and the only piping used was that on
the shoulder-straps which was in light blue
cotton.

Reichsluftaufsicht (Airfield Traffic
Control)

Also referred to officially as ‘Luftpolizei’, this
organization was brought into being in
1934 and is thought to have existed until at
least 1944, if not until the end of the war in
Europe in 1945. Its personnel wore the same
style of uniform as that worn by the DLV,
but were distinguished by the use of light
green as their arm-of-service colour.' Once
the DLV had ceased to exist, its task taken
over by the NSFK. the uniforms worn by the
Reichsluftaufsicht were as those worn
within the Luftwaffe proper. still of course,
retaining their light green Walfenfarbe. All
personnel serving in the early Reichsluftauf-
sicht held one of the three ranks used:
Obermeister im Reichsluftaufsichtdienst.
Meister im Reichsluftaufsichtdienst.
Untermeister im Reichsluftaufsicht-
dienst.
The first two ranks were equivalent to junior
officers in the Luftwalfe (Oberleutnant and
Leutnant), the last that of an Oberfeldwebel
in the Luftwaffe. However, at a date as yet
un-established but thought to be sometime
between 1937 and 1939, normal Luftwaffe
rank terms were used within the Reichs-
luftaufsicht. It is also probable that both the
number of personnel and the area and scale
of their responsibility was greatly increased.

Gorgets

When on duty personnel wore a special
gorget of which there were two patterns. The
first (Fig. 67). introduced in 1934, was a
plain, matt-silver plate with a raised rim
manufactured in the nickel alloy known as
‘German silver’. The lettering 'REICHS-LUFT-

67 First-pattern Reichs-
Luft-Aufsicht duty gorget
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AUFSICHT', the stylized wings and the circle
containing a swastika were of solid brass
and gilt plated. The reverse was covered in
blue-grey wool cloth. This pattern did not
have corner bosses. The chain was made up
of a series of closely conjoined, interlocked
and slightly twisted silver metal rings. The
item measured 15.8cm wide by 9em high.

The second pattern (Fig. 68), brought into
use in 1937, was made of lightweight
aluminium throughout, with an anodized
light-grey matt-finish. The design of the
centre-piece was the same as for the first
pattern, but it was die-cast in tombac, a
copper and zinc alloy with a dark bronzed
finish. The swastika had a gold-colour
finish. This pattern had the addition of
bosses in a colour matching that of the
plate. The reverse was covered with dark
green imitation leather. The chain was dif-
ferent from the first pattern in that it
consisted of a series of matt aluminium-
silver pressed metal and chain links of the
type used on the Luftwaffe standard bearer’s
gorget. The overall size of this pattern was
slightly smaller than the first.

Flieger-HJ (Flying Hitler Youth)

The Hitlerjugend assumed an important role
in making the youth of Germany aware of
the thrill of flying and encouraging air-
minded boys to pursue their interests and
start them on the path to becoming pilots.
Flying Hitler Youth was one of a number of
specialist sections of the Hitlerjugend
movement. It began life in 1933 as the
Fliegerjugend (Flying Youth) and continued
as such until 1937 when, absorbed into the
Luftsportscharen (Air Sports Squad), an
organization set up in September 1935
under the auspices of the DLV, it became
known as the Flieger-HJ.

I do not intend to deal with the uniforms
and the ranks of the Hitler Youth. This
subject is admirably covered in the recent
book by David Littlejohn, MA, assisted by
Harry Hinds, entitled The Hitler Youth (see
Bibliography). But I have included two of the
cloth badges that were worn by members of
the Flieger-HJ.

The arm badge, as worn by members of
the Fliegerjugend between 1933 and 1938
(Fig. 69). The diamond cloth patch was sky-
blue in colour with the winged propeller
design usually worked in white cotton
threads, occasionally in silver-aluminium
bullion threads.

The Luftsportscharen arm badge (Fig. 70).
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68 Second-pattern Reichs-
Luft-Aufsicht duty gorget

69 Fliegerjugend arm
badge

70 Luftsportscharen arm
badge

It had white stylized wings and propeller
overlaid with a white-edged, black swastika
set on a red circle and all on a light tan
background.

The subject of Hitler Youth serving with

anti-aircraft batteries is dealt with in

Volume 1940-5.

Regiment ‘General Goring': Origins
and Pre-war Development

The uniforms and insignia worn by this
formation are closely bound up with the
history of the unit and therefore it is neces-
sary to cover in broad outline the pre-war
development of the Regiment.

Within a month of Adolf Hitler becoming
Chancellor of Germany (30 January 1933)
Hermann Goring, in his capacity as the
Prussian Minister of the Interior, issued a
decree that established on 23 February 1933
a special police unit under the command of
Major der Schutzpolizei (Police Major)
Wecke.

Polizeiabteilung Wecke

Initially known as ‘Polizeiabteilung Wecke',
the establishment of this police battalion
consisted of:

1. Ome Police Battalion Headquarters
(Polizie-Abteilungkommando).




Right: Flieger Hitlerjugend
and Marine Hitlerjugend
parade at Marienburg
Castle in West Prussia. The
youth nearest the camera

is wearing the Luftsports-
scharen arm badge

REGIMENT "GENERAL GORING': ORIGINS AND PRE-WAR DEVELOPMENT

-

2. Three Police Stand-by Companies (Pollzie-

Bereitschaften).

3. One Police Motor-Cycle Platoon (Polizie-

kraftradzug)

4. One Police
fernmeldezug).

5. Two Armoured Cars (Sonderwagen)

Signals Platoon

‘Bereitschaft’” was the
‘Kompanie’ and before the term ‘Bereit-

(Polizie-

In German police parlance ol the time, a
equivalent of a

schaft’ was used a Police Company was
referred to as a ‘'Hundertschaft. An
‘Abteilung’ was the equivalent of a "Bataillon’
and the term 'Gruppe’ referred to a 'Regi-
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ment’. The Police Stand-by Companies had a
strength of four commissioned officers and
106 Police Wachtmeister. The Motor-Cycle
Platoon had a strength of one commissioned
officer and 38 Police Wachtmeister, and the
Signals Section was run by one commis-

sioned officer and 25 men. The Head-

30

quarters detachment consisted of six
commissioned officers and five adminis-
trative officials plus twelve Police Wacht-
meister. The officers and men of this new
unit were, with very few exceptions, drawn
from the ranks of the Berlin Schutzpolizei,
the main essential for selection having been

Left: Oberst der
Landespolizei Wecke,
Commander of the Landes-
polizeigruppe "General
Goring’

Right, top: Police snipers
from the Polizeiabteilung
Wecke on a rooftop in
Berlin during an anti-
Communist raid

Right, below: Berlin Pro-
tection Police (Berlin
Schutzpolizei) assisted by
men of the Nazi Hilfs-
polizei carrying out raids in
the Grenadierstrasse and
the Dragonerstrasse in the
Jewish quarter of Berlin
against persons who were
suspected of throwing
leaflets
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Left: On 15 September
1933 Minister Prasident
Goring dedicated seven
new Land Police Colours
for ‘Landespolizeigruppe
Wecke z.b.V." The swastika
flag seen in the centre of
the group is the Nazi Party
‘Blood Flag' carried by
Jakob Grimminger. Goring,
accompanied by Ernst
Rohm and Heinrich
Himmler, is seen saluting
Field Marshal von
Mackensen.

Left: The band of
Landespolizeigruppe
‘General Goring' preceded
by their Schellenbaum and
Corps of Drums led by
their Drum Major.

that the wvolunteers were imbued with
National Socialist principles. After the
detachment was assembled in the

Augustaner-Kaserne (the former barracks of
the Konigin-Augusta-Garde-Grenadier-
Regiments Nr. 4) in the Friesenstrasse in the
Berlin-Kreuzberg district special training
began.

The main task for this police detachment
consisted in reconnaissance, surveillance
and raids on Communist cells in Berlin and
the surrounding areas. Repeated raids were
undertaken on the left-wing quarters of
Beriin and in the Schrebergarten. a large
open area close to the capital. Many of the
raids were carried out with success, due in
part to the use ol aerial photography under-
taken by the Police Air Section (Luftaufsicht)
before the raids took place.

In March and April 1933 lifteen large-scale
raids were carried out. But the detachment
was also heavily engaged on public
functions, parades and receptions all of
which made heavy demands on the
manpower available. This in turn resulted in
both an increase in the strength of the unit
and a switch in emphasis of their training.
From now on training ol the police per-
sonnel took on a purely military aspect and
towards the end of March 1933 an addi-
tional Polizeibereitschaft was raised followed
in April by a trench mortar company and a

machine-gun company (Minenwerfer-
Bereitschalt and Maathilu:ngt:'WEh r-
Bereitschalft).

Polizeigruppe Wecke zbV

The addition ol these new units brought
about a re-organization of Polizeiabteilung
Wecke. Each of the former Stand-By
Companies (Bereitschalten) were expanded
into two Bereitschaften making a total ol
eight. A new Regimental Headquarters was
set up with the existing Detachment Head-
quarters being expanded into two such
detachments. The title was changed to
Polizeigruppe Wecke zbV (zu besonderer
Verwendung. literally ‘for special employ-
ment’). After accepting further units, the
organization was as follows:

1. One Regimental
(Gruppenstab).

2. Two Battalion Headquarters (Abteilung-
stabe).

3. Eight Police Stand-by Companies (Bereit-
schaften).

4. One Section ol Mounted Police (Berit-
tenerzug),

5. One Motor-Cycle Platoon (Kraftradzug).

Headquarters

6. One Motorized Stand-By Company
(Fahrbereitschaft).

7. One Signals Platoon (Fernmeldezug).

8. One Band (Musikkorps).

On 2 May 1933 the formation changed its
quarters when it moved into the barracks of
the Cadet School at Gross-Lichterfelde,
formerly the main Army Cadet establish-
ment, situated in the Berlin-Lichterfelde
district. Here it acquired a strictly military
character. In addition to its personnel acting
as warders in concentration camps and
carrying out even more anti-Communist
raids, its first military exercises were held in
conjunction with the Reichswehr. In an
effort to give its personnel as much military
experience as possible both officers and
policemen were seconded to the Reichswehr
on a rotating basis, being posted to various
detachments of the Army. It should be
remembered that all this was happening two
years before Hitler renounced the restric-
tions of the Treaty of Versailles.

Landespolizeigruppe Wecke zbV

This reorganization and intensified military
training resulted in the unit being detached
from the general protection police [(Allge-
meinen Schutzpolizei) and on 17 July 1933
being placed under the immediate direction
of Goring's Prussian Interior Ministry. Once
again the name of the formation was
changed, this time receiving the title
Landespolizeigruppe Wecke zbV (literally
Regional Police Regiment Wecke, For Special
Purposes). As this formation was the first of
the Landespolizei units to be raised in
Germany it was used as the model for all
other Regional Police Regiments. It was at
this time that a change in uniforms took
place when the dark blue Schutzpolizei
uniform worn by all police formations in
Prussia was replaced by the first of the new-
style green police uniforms (for further
details see page 39).

On 13 September 1933 the Regional Police
Regiment received its [irst Colour. This was
dedicated with the Blood Flag of the Nazi
Party and the Colour of the Imperial Berlin
Gardeschutzen-Bataillon. (The Blood Flag
(Blutfahne) was one of the most honoured
relics of the Nazi Party. It was the original
flag that had been carried during the
Munich Putsch of 9 November 1923. It had
been retrieved soaked in blood [rom
amongst the dead and wounded after the
march had been crushed by volleys of rifle
fire. Exactly three years later it was paraded
[the first of countless occasions) when it was
presented to SS5-Sturm 1 (Traditionssturme)
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Left: Landespolize:
Colours paraded past
Hermann Goring. Accom
panying him on the salut
ing base, from left to right
§5-Obergruppentihrer Kurt
Daluge, Chief of Berlin
Police (wearing black
Aligemeine-SS uniform);
Emst Rohm, Chief of Staff
of the SA and Reichs-
fihrer-SS Heinrich

Himmier

Right: The silver on dark
bottle-green formation
cuff-title for wear by all
ranks of the LPG 'General
Goring'

Right: Polizei Unter
wachtmeister Becker with
his St. Bernard dog Crino
von der Barenau
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of 1 SS-Standarte (Munchen) for their safe-
keeping. Carried by SS-Standartenfuhrer
Jakob Grimminger. it was used in dedi-
cation ceremonies when new flags, stan-
dards and banners were ‘consecrated’ by
being touched with the Blood Flag. In his
address to the troops and spectators as-
sembled on the parade ground of the
Lichterfelde barracks, Hermann Goring
stated: ‘It Is my intention to transform the
Prussian Police Force into one of the
sharpest weapons that Germany possesses
and to ensure that If the day should ever
come when we are faced with an external
enemy that it can join the ranks of the
armed [orces on an equal level and be ol
service to our Fuhrer.'

The military training of the Police Regi-
ment was stepped up and with the collabor-
ation of the officers ol the Reichsheer it was
trained and instructed as an infantry
regiment.

Landespolizeigruppe 'General Goring'

Progress was rewarded on 22 December
1933 when. in a letter to Oberst der Landes-
polizei Wecke, Goring ordered that each
member of the Landespolizeigruppe Wecke
zbV was to wear on the left forearm a cuff-
title with the inscription 'L.P.G. General
Goring’ (see below) and from that date
the formation was to be known as

Landespolizeigruppe "‘General Goring’
Further development of the Landespolizei
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units resulted on 15 May 1934 when the
Landespolizeigruppe ‘General Goring' was
placed under the command of the Chief of
the Landespolizei, thereby becoming an
independent force.

Early in the following year, Prussian
Minister President Hermann Goring decreed

that the emblem of the former colonial Police
Troop of German East Africa was to be
revived and worn by a German police for-
mation then operating within the Reich.
The formation chosen for this honour was
the LPG 'General Goring’ and thus it was
that on 29 May 1934, at a ceremony held in

Left: The LPG ‘General
Goring’ formation cuff-title
wom on the police green
greatcoat.




Right: The "Cross of the
South’ badge

Below: State visit of the
King and Queen of Siam to
Berlin. Staatssekretar
Lammers (in Allgemeine-55
black uniform) and Foreign
Minister Freiherr von
Neurath (in frock coat and
top hat) are shown here
among the welcoming
party. The police officer on
the extreme left of the
group is Oberstleutnant
Friedrich Wilhelm Jakoby
He wears on his left fore-
arm both the LPG 'General
Goring' formation cuff-title
and just above it the Cross
of the South badge

REGIMENT 'GENERAL GORING': ORIGINS AND PRE-WAR DEVELOPMENT

the main officers’ training school in the
Berlin-Lichterfelde barracks, the 'Cross ol
the South’ insignia of the old German East
African pnli:'l- troop (see page 38) was
bestowed wupon the men of the |1
Hundertschalft (Company) of the Landes-
polizeigruppe 'General Goring’. At the
request of General Franz Ritter von Epp.
President of the Colonial Political Office ol
the NSDAP, this distinction was also exten-
ded to the Commanders of the LPG General
Goring and the 1. Abteilung plus both their
adjutants. A l[urther request was also made
by von Epp for the same emblem to be
carried below the laurel wreath on the
Colour of the Landespolizeigruppe "General
Goring'.? (The 'Cross of the South’ emblem
continued to be worn on the left forearm of
the personnel of the formation even after it
had been transferred to the Luftwafle
However a decree dated 8 November 1938
and issued by the Minister of the Interior
(Wilhelm Frick) stated that the traditional
emblem should be transferred back to a
Police Formation. The transfer took place
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during a short military ceremony witnessed
by veterans from the former German East

African territories when 1. Kompanie of
Regiment "General Goring’ officially handed
over the 'Cross of the South’ to a mounted
detachment ol the Greater Berlin Protection
Police. )

The former Abteilungen received the title
of ‘Jager Bataillone’ (Rifle Battalions) and
the men of these battalions were referred to
by the new rank title of "Jager' (formerly
‘Wachtmeister’) and ‘Oberjager (formerly
“Truppwachtmeister’).

On 22 June 1934 the original commander
of the formation, Oberst der Landespolizei
Wecke, retired to take up a ‘new task’. He
was succeeded by Oberstleutnant Friedrich
Wilhelm Jakoby who until then had been
Adjutant to Hermann Goring. At the same
time the LPG ‘General Goring' was placed
under the command of the Landespolizei
Inspection ‘Brandenburg’ with the proviso
that the Prussian Minister President
reserved for himself the right to control the
actions and duties undertaken by his unit.

By 1 October 1934 the Police Regiment
had moved to new barracks. The Landes-
polizeigruppe ‘General Goring'. to which had
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been added another Landespolizei battalion,
were billeted in three separate barracks in
Berlin-Spandau. Berlin-Charlottenburg and
Berlin-Reineckendorf, districts particularly
hostile to the Nazis.

With the proclamation of the Law for the
Reconstruction of the National Defence
Forces issued on 16 March 1935, Landes-
polizeigruppe 'General Goring” by order of
the Fuhrer and Chancellor once more
became independent and was placed under
the personal command of the Prussian
Minister Prasident.

Regiment ‘General Goring’

By now the Group was completely motorized
and the training undertaken was the same
as that carried out by motorized rifle units of
the Army. On 26 April 1935 an anti-tank
detachment and a special detachment con-
sisting of the existing motor-cycle platoon
and a newly raised pioneer platoon was
brought into being. Picked personnel pro-
vided an honour guard for Hermann Goring
and on 1 April 1935, with yet another
change of title, this time to Regiment
‘General Goring’, it was inspected by the
Fuhrer accompanied by Goring,.

Above: Witnessed by
veterans from the former
German East African
territories, officers and
men of the Regiment
‘General Goring’ hand over
the traditions of the East
African Police Troop to the
Greater-Berlin Protection
Police.
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71 State Police Group
‘General Goring’ Transition
Uniform Tunic

In 1935 the Regiment took part in the
annual large-scale 'Autumn Manoeuvres’
which had begun on 8 September. They also
took part in the Nuremberg Reichs Party Day
rally when, on 11 September, the Regiment
was inspected by the Luftwaffe Chief of Staff
Generalleutnant Wever. This was the first
indication that yet another change in the
fortune of the formation was afoot, and on 1
October 1935 the Regiment was officially
incorporated into the Luftwalle.

An officer of the Luftwaffe General Staff
was seconded to the Regiment on 29 October
1935 in order to formulate the new tasks
that faced the Regiment in peace and in war.
In the event of war, the regiment was to be
responsible for the defence of the areas
allotted to them against enemy air and
ground attacks, and the protection of the
headquarters of the Supreme Commander of
the Luftwaffe. These tasks required a
further re-organization of the Regiment. The
first Jager Battalion was changed into a
parachute rifle battalion; the second
remained unaltered; the third was converted
to a light anti-aircraft detachment.

On 21 April 1936 the 2nd and 3rd
Battalions of Regiment ‘General Goring’
received Colours. These were identical with
the Colour presented to the 1st Battalion,
but were without the ‘Southern Cross’

emblem.
The question of the uniform being worn

and to be worn at the time of the changeover
was now resolved. The members of the
Regiment continued to wear for a six-month
period the green Landespolizei uniforms but
with the addition of the Luftwaffe eagle and
swastika over the right breast pocket (see
Fig. 71). They also wore normal Luftwalfe
insignia on their police-green uniform
peaked caps. On 23 March 1936 the com-
plete changeover was effected. The Luftwalfe
blue-grey uniform was worn with distinctive
white collar patches and white piping. All
personnel wore the dark blue ‘General
Goring’ cuff-title (see page 189). Members of
the Jager Battalions wore rifle-green piping
around their white collar patches, while
those of the 3rd Battalion, the Flak Bat-
talion, wore bright-red edging (see page
118).

As of 1 December 1935 Regiment ‘General
Goring’ was organized as follows:
1. Regimental Headquarters
Regimental Signals Platoon.

2. One Motor-Cycle Company.

3. One Pioneer Company.

4. One Cavalry Platoon.

5. One Jager (rifle) Battalion of Paratroops
with Headquarters Signals Section, three
Rifle Companies and one Machine-Gun
Company.

6. One Jager (rifle) Battalion with Head-
quarters Signals Section, three Rifle Com-
panies and one Machine-Gun Company.

7. One Anti-Aircraft Detachment with Head-
quarters Signals Platoon, three Anti-Aircraft

with the

"Batteries of which two were 2cm and one

3.7cm calibre.

On 11 July 1936 another rifle company
was raised as a Guard Company and ab-
sorbed into the Regiment 'General Goring .
Guard duties required for the Reichs-
minister for Aviation and Commander-in-
Chief of the Luftwaffe had by this time
become so great that on 1 April 1937 a
further Guard Company was raised. In the
meantime the Regimental Commander,
Oberstleutnant Jakoby, was posted to the
Air Ministry and on 13 August 1936 his
successor, Major i.G.Walther von Axthelm,
took command of the Regiment.

Further changes were made within the
Regiment under the new Commander. The
two Guard Companies were merged to form
a single Guard Battalion and the 2nd Jager
Battalion was converted to a heavy anti-
aircraft detachment. With effect from 1
October 1937 the organization of the
Regiment stood as follows:

1. Regimental Headquarters with a Signals
Platoon.

39



=

- HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT

— P
“
/7 R
/i B
A
=4,
g b
e B4 \
b 53
4 \
L e
\ Wi "“-:\IJ
"1.1.’1-‘ JNE
| : ‘”)'L_.\}\.
! e S
\
.Z\
i 72

2. One Heavy Anti-Aircraft Regiment with
three batteries of 8.8cm and one battery of
3.7cm guns.

3. One Light Anti-Aircraft Regiment with
Headquarters and a Headquarters battery
plus three batteries of 2em guns.

4. One Guard Battalion with Headquarters,
a Cavalry Platoon, one Motor-Cycle Company
and two Guard Companies.

5. One Parachute Rifle Battalion with Head-
quarters, three Rifle Companies, one
Machine-Gun Company and one Pioneer
Company.

On 1 April 1938 the Parachute Rifle Bat-
talion was detached from Regiment ‘General
Goring’ and posted to Stendal as I Fall-
schirmjager-Regiment 1 (I Battalion of
Parachute-Regiment 1).

Reinforcements to the Guard Battalion by
a further Guard Company meant that by 1
August 1938 Regiment ‘General Goring
consisted of:

1. Regimental Headquarters with a Signals
Platoon.

2. Two Flak Battalions.

3. One Guard Battalion.

On 1 July 1938 the Regiment had been
ordered to raise a new formation consisting
of a 2em anti-aircraft battery for the per-
sonal defence of the Fihrer and the
Commander-in-Chiel of the Luftwaffe. By
drawing upon officers and men from the
various Flak Regiments in Germany the new
unit was established on 1 November 1938.

A search-light battalion was raised
together with a further anti-aircraft bat-
talion and these were absorbed into the
Regiment so that by the beginning of 1939
the Regiment ‘General Goring' had a
strength of:
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1. Regimental Headquarters.

2. Three Anti-Aircraft Battalions.
3. One Search-Light Battalion.

4. One Guard Battalion.

The Regiment was housed in newly con-
structed barracks in Berlin-Reinickendorf
and in Velten Camp which had been built on
the edge of the regimental training area. The
barracks had been built in accordance with
the personal wishes of Goéring and their
appearance and layout was very attractive.

During 1938 and 1939 the Regiment had
taken part in the Austrian Anschlus (March
1938), the occupation of the Sudetenland
(October 1938) and the subsequent occu-
pation of Bohemia and Moravia (March
1939). The Regiment took no part in the
Polish campaign of September 1939, being
posted instead to home duties.

State Police Regiment ‘General Goring'’:
Rank Insignia

Personnel holding the rank of general in this
police formation were distinguished by
wearing collar patches that carried an his-
toric design (Fig. 74). Identical with the
design on the bright red collar patches worn
by army generals, the police generals’ gold-
embroidered device was worked on to a
patch of green cloth. Their shoulder-straps
had triple plaited cording., the two outer
strands in gold and the inner strand of
silver-aluminium Russia braid (Fig. 75). The
whole assembly was mounted on a green
cloth underlay. The buttons were in gilt
metal.

All officers below the rank of general wore
the same design and colouring of collar
patch, another feature copied from the
German Army. The patches, worn as all

72 Dress Aiguillettes as
worn by officers of the
State Police Regiment
‘General Goring'

73 Duty Aiguillette as
worn by an adjutant in the
State Police Regiment
‘General Goring'

Collar Patches and
Shoulder-Straps of the
State Police Regiment
‘General Goring':

74, 75 General der Polizei
76 Officers’ collar patch
77 Oberst

78 Oberstleutnant

79 Major

80 Hauptmann

81 Oberleutnant

82 Leutnant

83 Collar patch for NCOs
and ORs

84 Polizei-Obermeister
85 Polizei-Meister

86 Polizei-Hauptwacht-
meister

87 Polizei-Oberwacht-
meister

88 Polizei-Wachtmeister
{with more than four years
service)

89 Polizei-Unterwacht-
meister.

90 Anwarter
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collar patches were, in matching, mirror
pairs, had a device in silver bullion threads
embroidered on to a green cloth base.

The shoulder-straps for the three ranks of
Police Oberst (Fig. 77), Oberstleutnant (Fig.
78) and Major (Fig. 79) all had two strands of
plaited silver-aluminium Russia braiding
mounted on a green cloth underlay. The
rank stars were in gilt metal and the pebble-
surfaced buttons were ol white-metal. For
the three police ranks of Hauptmann (Fig.
80). Oberleutnant (Fig. 81) and Leutnant
(Fig. 82) the straps consisted of two strands
ol Russia braiding laid flat on to a green
cloth underlay. Rank stars were in gilt metal
and buttons in white-metal.

The style of collar patch worn by all
remaining police ranks was similar to that
used in the army by personnel of similar
ranks. It consisted of silver-aluminium
‘litzen’ stitched to a backing of green cloth.
The patches were edged with twisted silver-
aluminium piping (Fig. 83).

The shoulder-straps for the rank of
Polizei-Obermeister (Fig. 84) were con-
structed with an outer strand of green silk
Russia braiding and a plaited inner central
section of both green silk and silver-
aluminium Russia braiding. The whole con-
struction was mounted on to an underlay of
green cloth. Buttons were in white, pebble-
surfaced metal.

The next three junior ranks of Polizei-
Meister (Fig. 85). Polizei-Hauptwachtmeister
(Fig. 86) and Polizei-Oberwachtmeister (Fig.
§7) all had similar construction. The outer
strand of flat Russia braiding was in silver-
aluminium with the inner strand in green
silk. Rank stars were in silver white-metal.
Buttons were also of white-metal with a
pebbled-surface.

Personnel with the rank ol Polizei-
Wachtmeister (Figs. 88 and 89) wore
shoulder-straps consisting of two strands of
green silk flat Russia braid with the outer
strand having small silver wire chevrons set
at intervals along its length. The underlay
was. as for all other straps. in green cloth
with buttons of white-metal. The small
device as seen on Fig. 88, consisting of a
strip of silver-aluminium braiding worn at
the base of the strap, was used to indicate a
Polizei-Wachtmeister with more than four
years' service.

The lowest rank (Anwirter) wore shoulder-
straps (Fig.90) that had two strands of green
silk braiding on a green cloth underlay. The
buttons were of white-metal.

Police personnel with the rank of Polizei-
Hauptwachtmeister and Polizei-Ober-
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wachtmeister were lurther distinguished by 91 Arm badge worn by
wearing special arm badges. These con- Polizei-Hauptwachtmeister
sisted of a circular green cloth patch in the 92 Arm badge worn by
centre of which was mounted a white-metal Polizel-Oberwachtmeister

of police schools and
Stand-by Companies

device known as a Prussian Police Star. For
the Hauptwachtmeister rank this patch was
surrounded with white edging and was
without edging for the rank of Oberwacht-
meister.

A point of interest is that the Prussian
Police Star emblem in white-metal was also .
worn on the front of the black-topped SA mal::re::nug:e“:\:;gr:s
kepi and the right-hand collar patch by  yom by bandsmen
personnel of the SA Auxiliary Police of the g5 pattern of wings as
Group Berlin-Brandenburg (later retitled as  wom by drummers and
the Field Police of the Group Berlin- fifers
Brandenburg), and in gilt metal on the
white-topped kepi and right-hand collar
patch by members of the Feldjagerkorps in
Preussen. It was no accident that both these
SA units were raised as police units at the
instigation of Hermann Goring in his
capacity as Commander-in-Chief of the
Prussian Police. (For furter details see the
author’s German Uniforms of the Third
Reich. 193345, Blandford Press. 1980. pp.

109-10).

Landespolizeigruppe
‘General Goring’
Musicians’ Wings:
93 Pattern of wings as

Swallows' Nests worn by Musicians

Musicians were distinguished by the

wearing of Swallows’ Nests. The colour of the

background cloth in every case was dark

bottle-green. The ends to the seven vertical

bars of braiding were all finished in a point.

The lower edge to the wings was finished-

with a single, thick strand of R_us‘sia braid. Right: The band of the

On the reverse of all musicians’ wings were espolizeigruppe

five. 1.5cm-long black metal hooks (Fig. 95).  \wacke zbv preceded by

These engaged with five correspondingly ihe fifers from the Corps of

positioned thread loops sewn around the  puyms and led by their

shoulder seam of the tunic. Swallows’ nests  drum-major march through

were removable when the musician was not  the Berlin Brandenburg

engaged on his musical duties. Gate during the first
Bugle-majors or the equivalent in the minutes of New Year's

Police Group wore wings with silver- Day, 1934



REGIMENT ‘GENERAL GORING": ORIGINS AND PRE-WAR DEVELOPMENT

aluminium flat braid. silver-aluminium
Russia braid and a 7cm-deep f[ringe of
twisted, silver-aluminium strands (Fig. 93).
Bandsmen wore wings also with silver-
aluminium flat braid and Russia braiding
with a silver fringe, 4.5cm deep (Fig. 94).
Drummers and fifers had wings with matt-
grey flat braid and a strand of matt-grey
Russia braiding worn without a fringe (Fig.

95). However. photographic evidence shows
that these wings were also worn with a
fringe., presumably made of strands of
twisted white wool, probably 4.5cm in
length. Exactly when these f[ringes were
added I have so far not been able to estab-
lish. but the fact that they were worn in this
manner was in keeping with, and probably
influenced, the pattern of wings later used
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1. HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT

‘General

by musicians of the
Goring (see page 143).

Regiment

Steel Helmet Insignia

The first pattern of insignia worn from 1933
to 23 April 1934 on the helmets of the State
Police Group ‘General Goring’ was the black-
and-white shield in the state colours of
Prussia (Fig. 96). This was worn on the left
side ol the helmet. while the white swastika
(Fig. 97) worn on Its point was on the right
side of the helmet. From 24 April 1934 to 10
July 1934 these insignia were transposed so
that the shield appeared on the right side
and the swastika on the left side of the
helmet (not illustrated). A further change
took place on 11 July 1934 and lasted until
28 July 1936. The white swastika (Fig. 98)
continued to be worn on the left side of the
helmets of the LPG ‘General Goring', but the
former black-and-white state shield was
changed for a shield tilted at an angle in the
new national colours of the Reich of black,
white and red (Fig. 99).

Formation Cuff-Title

On 22 December 1933 the Police
Landespolizeigruppe Wecke z.bV' was
renamed  “Landespolizeigruppe  ‘General
Goring’ and all ranks of this formation
received a formation cufl-title for wear on
their police-green uniforms. The band was
of dark bottle-green cloth, 3.3cm wide, and
had the legend ‘L.P.G. General Goring’
embroidered thereon in gothic script. The
inscription was in silver-aluminium for both
officers and NCOs. Officers. however, were
distinguished by having 0.3cm-thick silver-
aluminium Russia braid along the upper
and lower edges to their cufl-titles, while

unit
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NCOs had a similar edging but in white
cotton Russia braid. The cuff-title for other
ranks was without edging and the lettering
was in machine-embroidered white cotton.
All versions of this title were worn on the left
forearm. positioned just above the upper
edge of the turn-back cuff on both the green
Service Tunic and the Greatcoat.

On 23 September 1935 the Landespolizei-
gruppe ‘General Goring” was transferred to
the Luftwaffe and re-titled Regiment
‘General Goring'. For a six-month period (23
September 1935 to 23 March 1936)
members of this new regiment continued to
wear the 'L.P.G. General Goring’ cuff-title on
their Police uniform (Fig. 71) but with the
addition of the Luftwaffe version of the
national emblem over the right breast
pocket and on the uniform peaked cap. This
last item was worn in conjunction with the
newly introduced Luftwaffe cap insignia
consisting of the Reichskokade, surrounded
by a wreath of oakleaves and flanked by
stylized wings (see Figs. 4 and 5).

On 23 March 1936 [resh instructions were
issued” that did away with the mixture of
the green police uniform with certain items
of Luftwalfe insignia. Now all ranks of the
fledgling regiment were ordered to wear the
Luftwaife blue-grey uniform with white
Walfenfarbe and the dark blue ‘General
Goring’ cufl-title, see page 189)

SA-Regiment ‘Feldherrnhalle’

Viktor Lutze was appointed SA Chief of Staffl
in July 1934, succeeding to the post held by
the recently deposed, and murdered, SA
Chief of Staff Ernst Réhm. One of the first
tasks Lutze undertook on taking up his new

Left: Members of the
Landespolizeigruppe
Wecke zbV relax off duty
All are wearing the
distinctive musicians’
wings.

97

Insignia as worn on the
steel helmets of the LPG
‘General Goring':

96, 97 State colours of
Prussia — black over white,
worn as a shield on left
side of helmet and white
swastika on right side.

Worn from 1933 to 23
April 1934

98

99 "

98, 99 White swastika
worn on left side of helmet
and German national
colours of black, white and
red wormn as a shield on
the right side. Worn from
11 July 1934 to 28 July
1936



SA-REGIMENT 'FELDHERRNHALLE'

Below: The Day of
National Solidarity, Satur-
day 4 December 1937
Minister President
Hermann Goring in his
capacity as honorary
Commander-in-Chief of the
5A-Standarte 'Feldhermn-
halle’ collects voluntary
contributions from Berlin
shoppers. Goring is wear-
ing the SA "Feldhermhalle’
formation cuff-title but
contrary to normal practice
it is on his right cuff

appointment was the raising of a permanent
Sturmabteilung. housed in barracks and
composed ol hand-picked volunteers. This
élite SA-Standarte (Regiment) comprised six
Sturmbanne (Battalions) garrisoned
throughout the Reich at Berlin (HQ).
Munich-Erding, Hattingen, Krefeld, Stettin
and Stuttgart. A seventh garrison, Vienna,
was added after the Anschluss. Personnel
had the distinction of being permitted to
bear arms, and pre-war service in the
Standarte counted as fulfillment of peace-
time military service. The SA-Regiment
came under the direct command of the SA
Chiefl of Stall. In addition to the normal SA
service, the troops provided honour guards
for the Party and the State and were
prepared at any time to serve in the capacity
of garrison/ occupation troops in those areas
requiring them. Among its ceremonial
duties the Standarte was charged with the
task of supplying the Honour Guard at the
historic monument in Munich known as the
‘Feldherrnhalle’. Thus it was that during the
Reichsparteitag of September 1936, Hitler
bestowed on this élite SA-Standarte the title

‘Feldherrnhalle’

Pre-war training consisted of physical
exercise and general knowledge education,
guard duties and general security guards.
Because of this strict training the SA and
the Party were able to obtain the leaders they
needed from members of the Regiment.

On 12 January 1937, to celebrate
Hermann Goring's birthday. Viktor Lutze
appointed Goring honorary Commander-in-
Chief of the SA-Standarte 'Feldherrnhalle’.
The appointment was approved by Hitler,
and Goring, who held the rank of SA-
Obergruppenfiihrer, accepted it gratefully.
Almost immediately Goring transferred
control of the Regiment from the SA to that
of his Luftwaffe, a move which very much
displeased the SA leadership.

Outwardly the Regiment continued to
function in its SA role, but the troops
underwent military training including

instruction as parachutists. A young

National Socialist applicant who wished to
join the SA-Standarte ‘Feldherrnhalle’ had to
be 18-25 years old and had to have had
either six months’ previous service with the
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SA or twelve months’ service in the Hitler
Youth. Volunteers signed on for a period of
three years. Personnel of the Regiment,
post—1937, were distinguished as belonging
to the Luftwaffe by having duel insignia and
two types of uniform.

Service Tunic (SA-Dienstrock)

The brown SA-Service Tunic and Breeches
were worn as both Walking-Out and Parade
Uniform. It displayed the distinctive silver
and light brown ‘Feldherrnhalle’ cuff-title
(see page 48) on the left forearm, plus the
swastika armband, carmine-coloured collar
patches, the right-hand patch displaying the
regimental emblem (Wolfsengel), up to the
SA rank of SA-Obersturmbannfihrer, the
left-hand patch the wearer's SA rank (see
below), and two SA shoulder-straps, one to
each shoulder (an unusual pre-war feature
for SA uniforms) (see Figs. 100 to 108).
Piping to the tunic collar was of carmine and
white twisted cording. The Luftwalfle version
of the national emblem was worn over the
right breast pocket on this Tunic. For
parade and guard duties personnel wore the
special pattern gorget (Ringkragen) (see Fig.
109).

Tuchrock and Fliegerbluse

The Luftwaffe blue-grey Tuchrock and
Fliegerbluse were worn as field service dress
and when on manoeuvres. It is presumed
that normal Luftwaffe insignia of rank
(shoulder-straps and collar patches, collar
and cuff rank braiding) were worn together
with the Luftwaffe version of the national
emblem. What is known for certain is that
the silver on light brown cuff-title ‘Feld-
herrnhalle’ was worn on the Luftwaffe tunic
on the left forearm.

All other items of clothing, head-dress,
footwear and personal equipment, were of
the standard pattern of the particular
service, SA or Luftwaffe, according to the
type of uniform worn and the rank of the
wearer. The one exception to this was the
steel helmet. When worn with the SA-
Dienstrock the helmet was of the same
pattern as used by the German armed lorces
but was brown in colour. When worn
with the Luftwaffe uniforms the steel helmet
was blue-grey in colour. Both colours of
helmet had the special helmet insignia, the
Luftwalffe eagle and swastika on the left side
and the silver and carmine ‘Feldherrnhalle’
monument within a shield on the right side
(Figs. 111 and 112). (The use of a steel
helmet by members of the Sturmabteilung
was fairly uncommon. Those SA units that
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SA-REGIMENT 'FELDHERRNHALLE’

Selected insignia of rank
as worn by certain mem-
bers of the SA-Regiment
‘Feldherrnhalle’

100, 102 Collar patches,
collar cording and
shoulder-strap for the rank
of SA-Standartenfihrer
103, 105 Collar patches,
collar cording and
shoulder-strap for the
Feldhermhalle rank of SA-
Sturmfuhrer

106, 108 Collar patches,
collar cording and
shoulder-strap for the
Feldhermhalle rank of SA-
Oberscharfiihrer

Below: The band of the
SA-Standarte ‘Feldherm-
halle’ led by their Corps of
Drums, marching down
Unter den Linden from the
Wilhelmplatz, January 1938.

were permitted to wear this form ol pro-
tective head-dress were, in addition to the
SA-Standart 'Feldherrnhalle’, the troops of
the various SA Stabswachen (disbanded
after 30 June 1934) and the Feldjagerkorps
(incorporated into the Reich Protection
Police on 1 April 1935).)

In October 1938 at the time of the Sud-
etenland crisis the Regiment was alerted in
preparation for the attack. but the occupa-
tion was over so quickly that their participa-
tion was not needed. Instead they carried
out a demonstration air drop at Freudenthal
and then stood down. It was from this time
on that the personnel of the Regiment were
referred to by their Lultwalle ranks.

At the outbreak of the Second World War
in September 1939 the men of the Standarte
were transferred to the Luftwalfe's Air
Landing Assault Battalion, the newly raised
Fallschirmjager-Regiment 2. and into the
Infanterie-Bataillon ‘Feldherrnhalle’, part of
Infantry Regiment 271 of the German Army

Pre-war SA Ranks
SA-Standarte

SA-Standartenfuhrer’

SA-Obersturmbann-
[ahrer
SA-Sturmbannfuhrer
SA-Sturmhaupt-
ftuhrer
SA-Obersturms-
[tuhrer
SA-Sturmfiithrer
SA-Obertruppfuhrer
SA-Truppfithrer
SA-Oberscharfuhrer
SA-Scharfuhrer
SA-Rottenfuhrer
SA-Sturmann’”
SA-Mann™"’

Equivalent
Luftwafle rank
Oberst
Oberstleutnant

Major
Hauptmann

Oberleutnant

Leutnant
Oberfeldwebel
Feldwebel
Unterfeldwebel
Unteroffizier
Obergelreiter
Gelreiter
Flieger, etc.

" The most senior aclive SA rank within the Regiment
“This rank changed later 1o SA-Obersturmmann ** This

rank changed laler Lo SA-Sturmmann
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109 The pattern of Gorget
worn by all members of
the SA-Regiment
‘Feldhermhalle’, other than
standard-bearers and
colour-bearers. This
kidney-shaped stamped
metal plate had a raised
rim. It had a matt-
aluminium painted finish
with a gilt-plated edging.
The large central one-piece
design of an eagle and
swastika was finished in
gilt. The neck chain was

formed from a series of
nickel-plated flat metal
links and retainers

110 The pattem of Gorget
wormn by standard-bearers
and colour-bearers of the
Sturmabteilung, including
the SA-Regiment
‘Feldhermhalle’.

This ‘Brustschild" (lit.
‘breast shield’) was
produced from polished
nickel-plated metal having
a matt-gilt central star

burst design overlaid with
a matt-silver plaited disc
displaying an eagle and
mobile swastika. The two
‘corer’ bosses were also
gilt-plated. The neck chain
was made up of
interlocking circles of
nickel-plated brass links

111, 112 The insignia
worn on the steel helmets
of Luftwaffe troops of the
SA-Regiment ‘Feldhern-
halle’. The eagle and

swastika (Fig. 111) worn
on the left side of the
helmet faced forwards and
was therefore facing in the
opposite direction to that
normally used for the
Luftwaffe version of the
national emblem. It was in
silver-grey with black
detailing for all ranks. The
shield womn on the right
side (Fig. 112) showed a
representation of the
Ehrenmal Feldhermhalle in
Munich. The emblem, the
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SA runic sign (Wolfsangle)
and the border to the
shield were in silver, the
shield itself in carmine.
These two emblems were
worm on both the brown
steel helmet worn with the
SA Service Dress uniform
and the blue-grey helmet
with the Service Dress
uniform

Left: Formation cuff-title
for SA-Standarte ‘Feld-
hermhalle’.

Left: A variant in BeVo
weave of the formation
cuff-title for SA-Standarte
‘Feldhermhalle’.




SA-REGIMENT ‘FELDHERRNHALLE"

Right: A member of the
élite SA-Standarte "Feld-
hermhalle’. Note the left-
hand collar patch insignia,
the duty gorget and the
unit formation cuff-title
wom on the left forearm.

Formation Cuff-Title

As part of the duel insignia worn by
members of the SA-Standarte ‘Feldherrn-
halle’ both on their brown Sturmabtailung
uniforms and the blue-grey Luftwaffe uni-
forms (see page 46). personnel of the Regi-
ment wore the SA culfl-title ‘Feldherrnhalle’.
Unlike the cuff-titles worn within the
Luftwalfe, which had their inscriptions
worked on to the cloth of the band. the
Feldherrnhalle cufl-titles were manu-
factured as an integral piece, with the title,
edging and indeed the cloth band itsell
being machine-woven as a complete item. To
my knowledge there are four versions of the
same SA title.

1. A light brown band into which was woven
in silver-aluminium threads the name Feld-
herrnhalle. the lettering formed in the
German script known as "Suterlin’. Both the
upper and lower edges to this title had a
strip ol silver-aluminium threads, 0.3cm
thick. woven into the band. It is assumed
that this quality ol title was worn by officers
of the Regiment.

2. An identical band in colour, size, quality
and style of lettering, but with the 0.3cm-
thick upper and lower edging, produced
from matt-grey cotton threads. It is assumed
that this quality of title was worn by NCOs
and other ranks.

3. A variant of the officers’ quality cufl-title
had the ‘Suterlin’ inscription hand-
embroidered in silver-aluminium threads on
to a ‘blank’ length of cuff-title cloth.

4. A third distinct pattern of this cuff-title,
an example of which is in the author’s
collection, is one where the edging and
German script lettering has been machine-
woven in white cotton threads, in the same
quality as is found on late-pattern BeVo
weave SS cull-titles, of the type referred to
among the collecting fraternity as having a
‘pepper and salt’ finish. For this reason it is
safe to assume that this SA cuff-title was
produced after 1940.

All four cuff-titles were 3cm in width with
edging 0.3cm wide, and were worn on the
left cuff of the Service Dress Tunic, both in
the SA and the Luftwaffe.

Ringkragen

The duty gorget worn by personnel of the
Luftwaffe/SA-Feldherrnhalle formation was
half-moon shaped, of matt silver-coloured
metal. Its raised outer rim and the central
design of an eagle and swastika mounted
on the gorget plate by three metal prongs
were in polished gilt finish. The neck chain
consisted of plain nickel-plated (later
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THE LEGION CONDOR

Left: The Munich
Mannmal was a large
bronze monument bearing
the names of sixteen
National Socialists killed in
front of the Feldherrhalle
during the abortive putsch
of 9 November 1923.
Erected on the side of the
Feldhermhalle and guar-
ded by SS and SA troops, it
was compulsory for
passers-by 1o salute the
bronze monument. The
Mannmal, but not the
historic Feldhermhalle, was
destroyed after the war in
accordance with the
Directive of 13 May 1946,
issued by the Allied
Control Council for
Germany. This directive
ordered the destruction of
all military and National
Socialist memorials and
military museums ‘tending
10 preserve and keep alive
the German military tradi-
fion, 10 revive militarism or
1o commemorate the
National Socialist Party or
of such a nature as to
glority war

Right: Oberst von Scheele,
the commander of the first
detachment of German
volunteers to serve in

Spain,

Far right: Generalfeld-
marschall Hugo Sperrle,
the first commander of the
Legion Condor, 1936-7.

painted) sheet metal, slightly flattened
tubular oblong links connected by metal
alloy rings. These were similar to the links
of the neck chain used on the gorget worn
by standard-bearers of the Luftwalfe. The
gorget plate was 17cm wide and 10.5cm
high. The reverse was covered with a
brown cloth backing and on the back of the
gorget was a central tang with which to clip
the gorget to the wearer's tunic plus a
shorter tang for attachment of the logse
end of the neck chain.

The Legion Condor

On 31 July 1936 the first detachment of 85
German air and ground crew volunteers,
travelling in mufti as a party of tourists, left
Hamburg on board the liner Usamoro bound
for Cadiz. This was the first party of many
such ‘volunteers’ to travel from Germany to
Spain to support General Franco in his war
against the Spanish Republican Govern-
ment. This initial aid for the Spanish
Nationalists in what Hitler saw as Franco's
‘fight against Bolshevism’, took the form of
Heinkel He 51 B-1 fighters and Junkers Ju
52 transport aircraft complete with their air
crews and support staff.

In August 1936 the small air group oper-
ating in Spain was reinforced by fighter

aircraft and in the following month a further
Might of fighters, a flight of reconnaissance
aircraft, a heavy battery of anti-aircraft guns
and two tank companies crewed by German
Army panzer troops were dispatched to
Franco from Germany via Portugal. The
pocket battleship Deutschland appeared off
Ceuta while the two U-Boats U33 and U34
had been on station, patrolling in Spanish
waters since the outbreak of the Civil War.
Also in September. Oberstleutnant Walter
Warlimont, an Army general stafl officer
from the OKH. was appointed Plenipoten-
tiary Delegate of the Wehrmacht in Spain.

By November 1936 it had become clear
that the war in Spain was going to last far
longer than originally thought and con-
sequently the German authorities began to
increase their economic and military
commitment to Franco. Hermann Goéring, as
Commander-in-Chief of the German Air
Force, was anxious to advertise the power of
his Luftwalfe and to test its new aircraft in
battle. Because the German Army was re-
luctant to commit a substantial number of
regular troops. German participation in the
Spanish Biirgerkrieg became primarily a
Luftwaffe affair.

Officially known as the Legion Condor and
occasionally referred to as the 'German
Volunteer Corps’. and under the aegis of the
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Left: Generalmajor Sperrie
photographed during a
visit to the Luftwaffe
volunteers in Spain. On his
peaked cap he is wearing
the Spanish rank insignia
for a general, above an
early version of the Luft-
waffe national emblem,
something of an irregular
combination.

Far left: General der
Flieger Hellmuth
Volkmann, the second
commander of the Legion,
November 1937 to
November 1938.

Left: Generalmajor
Wolfram Freiherr von
Richthofen, the last com-
mander of the Legion,
November 1938 to May
1939.




Below: Troops of the
Legion march to the quay-
side at Vigo in readiness
for their departure by sea
10 Hamburg
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Luftwalle, German volunteers in large
numbers began arriving in Spain in
November 1936. The first contingent of 370
volunteer pilots travelling in mu/fti salled for
Spain ostensibly on a Kraft durch Freude
(*Strength through Joy') cruise under the
code-name ‘Union’. They were quickly
followed by more personnel. Altogether some
6.500 men were landed at Cadiz and trans-
ported to Seville, where they furnished the
nucleus of the Legion Condor.

Warlimont returned to Germany and
Generalmajor Hugo Sperrle was appointed
by Goring on 6 November 1936 to command
the Legion which, at the outset, comprised
in addition to those German forces already
in Spain, the following:

One bomber group with three squadrons
of Ju 52s

One fighter group with three squadrons of
He51s.

One reconnaissance squadron with twelve
He 70 aircralt.

Four batteries of
guns.

88mm anti-aircraft

&

THE LEGION CONDOR

Two batteries of light Flak

One Air Signals unit with a wireless, a
telephone and a communications company,
and an Alr Signals security company.

One Air Park with machine-shops, and

a leadership staff.

In December 1936 and January 1937 the
Legion Condor was [urther reinforced with
Luftwaffe personnel, a number of specialist
Army units and additional ‘volunteers’, but
its total strength never exceeded some
20,000 men.

By the summer of 1937 service In Spain
was already showing valuable results in the
operational training of Lultwaffe flying per-
sonnel, with the result that the volunteer
system was abolished and replaced by the
regular posting of promising young officers
on a six-to-ten-month rotating basis
‘Veterans' of the Spanish fighting were re-
turned to Germany to become instructors
attached to Luftwalle training bases. In
order that other senior Luftwalle officers
could profit by the experience, Goring
rotated the command of the Leglon at yearly

Y
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Above: Hermann Goring
salutes the Honour Stan-
dard of the Legion Condor
at the parade held in
Hamburg to mark the
return from Spain of the
German volunteers.

General der Flieger Sperrle
is seen saluting on the far
left. Possibly due to an
injury the officer second
from the right is saluting
with his left hand.

Left: Von Richthofen,
centre, salutes Goring at
the reception for the
troops of the Legion
Condor held at Hamburg,
their port of entry on their
return to Germany




Right: The Colours of the
Legion are paraded
through the Brandenburg
Gate leading the victory
parade held in the capital
on 6 June 1939

intervals. Sperrle, promoted within a year to
Generalleutnant and then to General der
Flieger. returned to Germany at the begin-
ning of November 1937 to take command of
Luftllotte 3 based at Munich. His successor,
Generalleutnant Hellmuth Volkmann, held

THE LEGION CONDOR

the command from 1 November 1937 until 1
November 1938. Volkmann likewise won
promotion to General der Flieger and on his
return to Germany was appointed Comman-
dant of the Luftkreigsakademie in Berlin.
The last commander of the Legion, General-



Above: Officers of the
Legion march past their
Fiihrer during the victory
parade held in Berlin

Left: Hitler greeting
Luftwaffe and naval
officers of the Legion at a
special reception held after
the victory parade in the
Marble Hall of the new
Reichskanzlei. Here Hitler
presented the selected
volunteers with the newly
instituted Spanish Cross in
Gold




Above far right: The full-

length leather coat much
favoured by Luftwaffe
officers, seen here being
worn by von Richthofen,
Commander of the Legion
Condor

major Wolfram Freiherr von Richthofen, had
served as Chiel of Stalf to both Sperrle and
Volkmann. He took over the command on 1
November 1938 and retained it throughout
the remaining months of the war. To him fell
the privilege of leading the Legion Condor on
its triumphant return to Germany. After the
victory parade held in Madrid on 19 May
1939 and the final farewell parade for the
Legion at Leon on 23 May, troops of the
Legion Condor, after handing over their
arms and equipment to the Spanish Govern-
ment. embarked on six ‘Strength Through
Joy' ships for Germany.

On 31 May 1939 the men of the Legion
landed at Hamburg where they received an
official welcome from Generalfeldmarshall
Goring. He announced that the Fuhrer had
instituted a new decoration, the Spanien-
kreuz (Spanish Cross). in four classes of
bronze, silver, gold and gold with brilliants.

All volunteers from the Civil War were to
recelve one of the four classes. It was further
announced that the Legion Condor was to be
officially dissolved within a few days and
that in proud memory of the Legion the
name ‘Condor’ had been bestowed by Hitler
on a Luftwaffe squadron, an anti-aircraft
artillery regiment and a signals battalion
{see page 192).

A few days after their arrival in Hamburg
the troops of the Legion proceeded to
Déberitz, the military centre near Berlin.
Here on 4 June they were visited by Grand
Admiral Raeder, Commander-in-Chief of the
German Navy. Raeder distributed decor-
ations to the naval contingent and Goring
presented decorations to his Air Force
members of the Legion.

On 6 June 1939 the Legion Condor under-
took its last public appearance. At a special
military parade in Berlin more than 14,000
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troops from the Legion, which included
3.000 sailors and 1,000 men from the Army,
marched past Hitler in review order. The
Legion was led by Generalmajor von Rich-
thofen and the three previous commanders,
Sperrle, Volkmann and Warlimont. The
people of Berlin gave them a reception
worthy of a victorious army.

Uniforms

To the best of my knowledge, if there ever
was a published set of dress regulations lor
the German troops participating in the
Spanish Civil War they have not yet come to
light. Obviously some form of instruction
must have been laid down as to what was to
be worn by Luftwalfe personnel serving in
Spain, and as all the original volunteers left
Germany wearing clvilian clothing it is safe
to assume that they were kitted-out when
they arrived in Spain. As the ‘German
Volunteer Corps’ did not exist as far as the
outside world was concerned. the men of the
Legion wore uniforms that were very similar
to those worn by the Spanish military of the
period. | have yet to establish whether these
khaki uniforms were taken with the troops
when they left Germany or whether they
were supplied by the Spanish once the
Germans had arrived in Spain. Details
regarding the type, size and colouring of the
Spanish rank insignia used throughout the
Legion are well documented and are given on
page 54, Information about the style and
type of uniforms actually worn has had to be
gleaned from the careful study of contem-
porary photographs. My findings are given
below.

Service Tunic

The single-breasted, four pocket tunic,
made [rom khaki-brown serge and worn
open at the neck with khaki shirt and
black tie was the same for all ranks of the
Legion. Small details such as the shape of
the pocket llaps. and pleats on the pockets,
the use. or not. of cloth shoulder-straps
varied and was not, it seems, governed by
the wearer's rank. Buttons worn down the
tunic front and to each pocket flap were of
dark composition, probably of black horn or
vegetable compound.

Officers of the Legion wore the Service
Tunic with matching cloth breeches and
black leather riding boots, whereas the rank
and file members wore trousers tucked into
black leather marching boots. Officers also
wore a brown leather waist-belt, assumed to
be 6em wide, with matching supporting
cross-strap worn across the right shoulder.
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The buckle was of the two-pronged variety as.
worn by Luftwalle officers. The waist-belt
worn by Legion personnel below officer rank
was in black leather and had a plain —
without design — box buckle. For parade
purposes (as can be seen in the accom-
panying photographs) and for field use the
waist-belt was worn with leather 'Y’ straps
and rifle ammunition leather pouches.
Shirt-sleeve order was worn both in the field
and when on duty if the weather were
particularly hot. Officers could also wear
their blue-grey leather greatcoat when in the
field.

Spanish rank insignia worn above the left
breast pocket of the tunic and on the head-
dress is explained and illustrated in full on
page 61. Legion air crew members wore the
appropriate Spanish air crew badges above
the right breast pocket of the tunic.
Head-dress within the Legion in the main
consisted of the khaki-brown fore and aft
cap. worn by officers and NCOs alike, with
silver-aluminium piping for officers and
badges of rank appropriate to the wearer.
The Model 1935 German steel helmet was
occasionally worn during ground action. No
helmet insignia was displayed and it is
probable that the colour of the helmet was
the Luftwaffe blue-grey. Steel helmets were
not worn for parades.

Ranks, 1936-9

All German volunteers up to the rank of
Oberstleutnant  serving in  the Legion
Condor wore Spanish rank insignia one
grade higher than their German Air Force
ranks.

Legion Condor Equivalent Spanish
Rarnk

General de Division
General de Brigade

Generalleutnant
Generalmajor

Oberst Coronel
Oberstleutnant Coronel
Major Tenlente Coronel
Hauptmann Comandante
Oberleutnant Capitan
Leutnant Teniente
Unteroffizier mit Alferez
Portepee (Feldwebel,

Oberleldwebel,

Stabsleldwebel,

Wachtmeister, Ober-

wachimeister,

Stabswachtmeister)

Unteroffizier Sargento
Legionir Cabo
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113 A hand-embroidered
example of the Spanish
pilots’ wings worn by
pilots of the German
Legion Condor. This
particular example is 8cm
broad and 2.6¢cm high. It
has a gold-bullion crown
and a four-bladed
propeller, silver-bullion
‘wings’, and a black silk
Spanish eagle all worked
on to a backing of black
doth

Right: An evening parade
for officers and NCOs of a
fighter unit somewhere in
Spain prior to their depar-
ture for Germany. The
original caption to this
photograph was: "Shoulder
10 shoulder with the

valiant Spanish nationalists
and their Italian comrades
fighting in Spain against
Bolshevism for the free-
dom of the Spanish
nationalists are the
volunteers of the German
Legion Condor’.

Rank Insignia

As part of the effort made to disguise
German volunteer participation in the
Spanish Civil War, members of the Luftwaffe
serving in Spain wore Spanish-style uni-
forms with Spanish rank insignia. All
German Luftwaffe volunteers up to the rank
of Oberstleutnant carried a Spanish rank
one grade higher than their German Air
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Force rank (see page 58) for a list of the
Legion Condor ranks).

The Spanish insignia for wear by the
Luftwaffe rank of Generalleutnant was a
single four-pointed gold star on crossed gold
sword and baton. This was worn both on the
curtain at the front of the Legion Flight Cap
(Fig. 114) and on the culf of the tunic (Fig.
123). The Flight Cap was piped in gold. The
Spanish insignia for a Luftwaffe General-
major serving with the Legion Condor was a
single four-pointed silver star on crossed
silver sword and baton worn both on the
curtain at the front of the Legion Flight Cap
(Fig. 114) and the tunic cuff (Fig. 123). The
Cap was piped gold around the curtain.

An Oberst and an Oberstleutnant serving
in the Legion both wore the same pattern of
Spanish rank insignia. This consisted of
three eight-pointed stars in gold, 3.4cm in
size. on a backing cloth in the colour of the
wearer's arm-of-service, which extended
0.2em around the edge of each star. When
worn on the front of the Flight Cap. one star
was positioned above the gold-piped curtain
of the cap and the two lower. remaining
stars on the curtain itself (Fig. 115). These
three gold stars were worn horizontally
above the left breast pocket ol the Service
Tunic (Fig. 124).

A Luftwaffe Major serving with the Legion
wore two 3.4cm-high eight-pointed gold
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stars on the gold-piped curtain at the front
of the Flight Cap, both with a 0.2cm-wide
backing cloth in the wearer's arm-of-service
colour (Fig. 116). A further two. eight-
pointed, gold stars were worn just above the
upper edge of the left breast pocket of the
tunic (Fig. 125). The rank of Hautmann was
distinguished by a single 3.4cm high, eight-
pointed gold star on a coloured backing
0.2em wide, worn in the centre and on the
front of the silver piped curtain to the Flight
Cap (Fig. 117). The same rank insignia was
worn in the centre of the upper edge of the
left breast pocket on the Service Tunic (Fig.
126).

The Luftwaffe rank of Oberleutnant
carried Spanish insignia that consisted of
three, 2.8cm-wide, six-pointed silver stars
on a 0.2cm-wide backing in the wearer's
arm-of-service colour and worn on the front
of the Legion Flight Cap, one star above the
silver piped curtain, the remaining two stars
below the curtain (Fig. 118). A further three
six-pointed silver stars were worn horizon-
tally along the upper edge of the left breast
pocket of the Service Tunic (Fig. 127). All
had separate backing of coloured cloth. A
Leutnant carried two 2.8cm high, six-
pointed silver stars on an appropriately
coloured backing, 0.2cm wide, worn on the
lower front part of the silver piped curtain to
the Flight Cap (Fig. 119). Two 2.8cm-high

Left: Officers of the Legion
Condor. The two eight-
pointed stars for the rank
of major (teniente coronel)
are clearly shown wormn
above the right breast
pocket and on the front
portion of the flight cap by
the officer on the right of
the photograph.

Spanish Rank Insignia
as worn by German
Volunteers of the Legion
Condor: Items 114 to 122
are head-dress insignia, as
worn vertically on the front
of the brown Flight Cap;
items 123 to 131 are tunic
insignia wom horizontally
above the upper edge to
the left breast pocket of
the Service Tunic

114, 123 Generalleutnant
(General de Division), in
gold. Generalmajor
{General de Brigade), in
silver

115, 124 Oberst (Coronel),
in gold. Oberstleutnant
(Coronel), in gold

116, 125 Major (Teniente
Coronel), in gold

117, 126 Hauptmann
{Commandante), in gold
118, 127 Oberleutnant
(Capitan), in silver

119, 128 Leutnant
(Teniente), in silver

120, 129 Unteroffizier mit
Portepee (Alferez), in silver
121, 130 Unteroffizier
(Sargento), in gold

122, 131 Legiondr (Cabo),
in gold
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Rank Insignia as worn in
the Legion Condor:

132 Spanish insignia as
wom on head-dress and
tunic by a Generalleutnant
of the Luftwaffe

133 Insignia for a
Luftwaffe Generalmajor.
The cap shown is of the
type worn in the Spanish
Army and was the style
favoured by Freiherr von
Richthofen, the last
commander of the Legion
134 Insignia for a
Lufrwaffe Major

135 insignia for a
Luftwaffe Oberleutnant
136 Insignia for a
Specialist, ranked as either
an Oberst or an
Oberstleutnant

137 Insignia for a
Specialist, ranked as a
Hauptmann. Note that no
iNSignia is wom on the
head-dress

138 Insignia for a
Luftwaffe Unteroffizier
139 Insignia as worn by
an Interpreter

Right: NCOs and other
ranks of the Legion Condor
parade in Spain before
their departure for
Germany.

six-pointed silver stars were also worn
horizontally above the upper edge of the left
breast pocket ol the Tunic (Fig. 128)
Unteroffizier mit Portepee. that is Lulft-
wallfe NCOs with the ranks of Stabsfeld-
webel, Stabswachtmeister, Oberfeldwebel,
Oberwachtmeister, Feldwebel or Wacht-
meister, wore a single, 2.8cm-high, six-
pointed silver star with a 0.2em-wide
coloured backing in the wearer's arm-of-
service colour, set in the centre of the silver
piped curtain on the front of the Flight Cap
(Fig. 120). The same size, pattern and colour
of star was worn in the centre on the upper
edge ol the left breast pocket on the Legion's
Service Tunic (Fig. 129). A Luftwalfe Unter-
offizier serving with the Legion Condor wore
two 8Scm-long by lem-deep gold-coloured

bars vertically on the unpiped curtain ol the
Flight Cap at the front. Both bars were on a

THE LEGION CONDOR

backing cloth extending 0.5c¢m around and
between the bars in the colour of the
wearer's arm-of-service (Fig. 121). The same
insignia, in size, shape and colour, was
worn horizontally above the upper edge ol
the left breast pocket of the Service Tunic
(Fig. 130). The lowest rank (Legiondr) was
distinguished by a single gold-coloured bar,
Bem long by lem deep, complete with the
arm-of-service coloured cloth extending
0.5¢cm around the edge and worn on the
unpiped Cap (Fig. 122) and on the Tunic in
the same manner as described above (Fig.
131).

Other insignia was worn by specialists
who were ranked as being in the range ol
ranks [rom Oberst to Feldwebel. All Legion
Condor specialists ranking as Oberst,
Oberstleutnant, Major, Hauptmann, Ober-
leutnant, Leutnant and all Unterolfizieren
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mit Portepee wore the same configuration of
eight- or six-pointed gold or silver stars as
worn by their opposite numbers serving as
Luftwaffe officers. But they were distin-
guished from the Luftwaffe officers by
wearing their Spanish rank stars above the
upper edge of the left breast pocket of the
Service Tunic, mounted on a rectangle or
square of cloth in the colour of the wearer's
arm-of-service. These backings were 3.8cm
high and sufficiently wide to accommodate
one, two or three stars. The gold eight-
pointed stars were set on a coloured backing
cloth, 4cm high and either 4cm wide for the
single star, 8cm wide for the double stars
and 12cm wide for the three stars (Fig. 136).
They did not wear these stars on their brown
Flight Cap. but the cap itself was piped,
regardless of rank, around the upper edge of
the curtain in silver-aluminium piping.

Those Germans acting as interpreters
(Dolmetscher) were identified by wearing a
cloth lozenge in the colour of the arm-of-
service to which they were attached, bearing
the silver-white emblem, 4cm high by 0.5cm
wide, of an 'i’, complete with the ‘dot’ above
the vertical stroke. This badge was worn in
the centre of the left breast pocket of the
Service Tunic and on the front of the curtain
to the unpiped brown Flight Cap (Fig. 139).

For further details regarding the wearing
of rank insignia see table on page 62.

Air Ministry and Luftwaffe Salaried
Civilians

Throughout pre-War Germany, civilians
were employed on a salaried basis by the Air
Ministry to act as door-keepers and lift
attendants in buildings housing the follow-
ing Luftwaffe establishments: the Air
Ministry (Reichsluftfahrtministerium) situ-
ated in Berlin; the four pre-war Air Fleet
Command Headquarters (Luftflottenkom-
mando) located at Berlin, Brunswick,
Munich and Vienna; the eleven Regional Air
Command offices (Lultgaukommandos); the
various offices of the Flying Corps (Flieger-
korps); and the offices of Luftwaffe Com-
manding Officers (Luftwaffe Befehlshaber)
(the term ‘door-keeper’ has been used for
convenience, but it should be noted that the
German word Pfortner translates as ‘door-
man’, ‘porter’, ‘janitor’, ‘gate-keeper’ and
‘gateman’). These civilians wore a uniform
as described below; the cap and jacket of
which are illustrated on this page. The
uniform was required to be worn when the
civilian employee was on duty. It was not
permitted to be worn during off-duty hours.
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It consisted of a peaked cap, a jacket worn
with insignia of grade and an armband. a
blue shirt and black tie, long trousers
matching the colour of the jacket and black
leather shoes.

Head-dress

The Uniform Peaked Cap (Fig. 141) was
worn by all grades of civilian employees. It
was of blue-grey cloth with a 4. 3cm-deep cap
band in either mignonette-green® or
Bordeaux-red cloth. Piping on the cap was
0.2cm thick and was applied around the
crown and along the top and bottom edge of
the cap band. The colour of the piping
matched that of the cap band. The cap cords
were in black silk, held in position by white-
metal cap-cord buttons and the peak was of

A The mignonette is a small and delicately formed plant
with a fragrant flower, the colour of which is greyish-
green; therefore the use of ‘mignonette-green’ as facing
colour on the jacket collar, cap band and trouser piping
indicales a grey-green hue.

140 Uniform for doormen
and lift operators at the
RLM and other Luftwaffe
buildings. Here shown for
an assistant doorman

141 Uniform Peaked Cap
for civilian personnel
employed by the Luftwaffe
as doormen and lift
operators
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black vulcanized fibre. The metal insignia
worn on the cap was in pressed aluminium.
In the centre of the cap band the full-size
version of the civilian winged insignia was
displayed. On the upper portion on the front
ol the cap was alfixed the political form of
the eagle and swastika emblem.

Jackets and Trousers

The open-necked jacket was of blue-grey
cloth, double-breasted with two rows of
three aluminium buttons. The distinctive
feature of the jacket was the colour of the
collar, which for those employees at the Air
Ministry was in mignonette-green and for
those working at the remaining offices the
collar was in Bordeaux-red.

A simple system of indicating one of the
three grades ol function was displayed on
the corners of the jacket collar. An assistant
door-keeper (Hilfspfortner) or a lift operator
(Fahrstuhlftihrer) wore the basic winged
insignia for a civilian employee in the Luft-
waffe (see Fig. 140). A door-keeper (Pfortner)
wore the same emblem, but with the addi-
tion of a single white-metal rank star worn
on its point directly below the centre of each
emblem. A head door-keeper (Oberplortner)
had two such metal stars, one below and one
directly above each winged insignia.

The trousers were in blue-grey cloth with
side piping in either mignonette-green or
Bordeaux-red matching the jacket collar.

Armbands

All three grades of door-keeper as well as lift
attendants wore on the left upper arm a
10cm-wide cloth armband in either mig-
nonette-green or Bordeaux-red, according to
the wearer's work location. The basic arm-
band for an assistant door-keeper and lift
attendant was a cloth band in one of the two
colours in the centre of which was a circular
blue-grey cloth patch bearing a grey cotton
embroidered eagle and swastika of the
political pattern. Door-keepers wore a
similar armband but with the addition of a
single strip of flat aluminium braiding sewn
along the lower edge of the band. The
armband worn by head door-keepers was as
previously described but with the addition of
two stripes of flat aluminium braiding, one
along the lower edge, the other along the

upper edge.

Coats

For winter and cold weather, civilian per-
sonnel were issued with a wool-lined blue-
grey cloth greatcoat of the same pattern as
that issued to troops of the Luftwaffe. The

greatcoat displayed two rows of six white-
metal buttons. Other than the armband of
the type worn on the jacket, no insignia was
worn on the greatcoat. A raincoat was also
issued for wear during wet and inclement
weather. The same system regarding the
wearing of armbands and the lack of any
other insignia applied to this garment.

Luftwaffe Forestry Service

The development, conservation and main-
tenance of forests and the game therein was
the responsibility of the Office of the Forest
Master (Reichsforstamt) which was under
the control of Hermann Goring as Chief
Forester and Hunting Master of the Reich.
Responsibility for forestry throughout
Germany lay with the State Forestry Service
(Reichsforstamt) which had four depart-
ments:

1. General Forestry Service (Gemeinde Forst
Dienst).

2. Private Forestry Service (Privat Forst
Dienst).

3. Army Forestry Service (Heeres Forst
Dienst).

4. Air Force Forestry Service (Luftwaffe Forst
Dienst).

Personnel of the Air Force Forestry Service
wore the pattern of uniform dress (Dienst-
kleidung — service clothing) worn by State
Forestry Officials, but were distinguished by
the use of black as their insignia colour and
the Luftwaffe version of the national
emblem. They also used forestry desig-
nations instead of Luftwalfe rank terms.

Head-dress
A variety was used including:

Uniform Peaked Cap (Schirmmiitze).
This was grey-green in colour, with dark
green piping to the crown and the top and
bottom edge of the 4cm-deep dark green
cloth cap band. Centered on the front of the
cap band was the Luftwalfe oakleal wreath
surrounding the Reichskokade and flanked
by stylized wings. Worn above this item, on
the centre front of the cap, was the Luftwaffe
version of the national emblem. The cap
worn by men up to and including the rank of
Unterforster had a black patent leather
chin-strap and black chin-strap buttons
with pressed white-metal cap insignia.
Officials from Forster to Landforstmeister
inclusive had aluminium cap cords, white-
metal buttons and silver-embroidered cap
insignia. Those with the rank of Oberland-
forstmeister wore gold-coloured cap cords,
buttons and embroidered insignia. This
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pattern of cap was prescribed to be worn
with Tunic B and was an optional item with
Tunic A except when Tunic A was worn on
forest duties.

Field Cap (Feldmutze). Similar in general
shape to the Schirmmiitze, but with a
flexible, black leather peak and worn
without chin-strap or chin cords. The cap
was of grey-green cloth, with dark green
piping and cap band. All insignia of the type
previously described was embroidered. This
style of cap was worn for all forest duties.

Winter Field Cap (Baschlikmitze). This
was similar in shape to the Luftwaffe
Mountain Cap (Bergmitze). It was grey-
green wit