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Here is a completely objective account
in picture and prose of the deciding
final days of World War II in Europe
and the Pacific.

First-hand accounts, messages, diary-
entries, letters and other papers by
Eisenhower, Bradley, Patton, Ridgway,
Montgomery, Alanbrooke, Roosevelt,
Churchill, De Gaulle, Stalin, Truman,
Halsey and many other leaders, together
with eye-witness reports, serve to en-
hance and document the narrative and
analysis.

On the German side we see the
unbelievable destruction accomplished
by Allied bombing; the shortages of
men, food, and weapons; the calling up
of boys and women to active combat.
There are the desperate last-minute
measures to prevent individuals from
surrendering or deserting, such as hold-
ing the families of soldiers as hostages.

At top level, there is the account of
Hitler’s self-delusions, leading to his
dismissal of one after another of the
general staff. All of this is documented
by witnesses’ accounts of high-level
conferences and conversations.

The war on land, on the sea, a ' in
the air is com. .!~tely covered. T
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FOREWORD

BY IRA C. EAKER, LIEUTENANT GENERAL USAF RET.)

An introduction or foreword. I believe, should
prepare the reader for what he will find in the
book. a sort of road map for the journey ahead.

Having had the privilege of reading the manu-
script for this book, and having seen the carlier
German edition, Die letzien Hundert Tage, which
created quite a stir in Europe, I welcome this
opportunity to make some observations about it.

If the Chinese were right, and one picture is
worth a thousand words, this book, if converted
wholly to language, would contain well over one
million words. In fact, it 1s so profusely illustrated
with portraits of leaders and warriors at all
levels, and with war scenes and campaign maps,
that some may conclude hasuly that it is just
another picture book of World War II. But the
patient reader will find that it is, instead, a
significant history of the fall of two tyvrannies.

I was surprised and relieved to find that Hans
Dollinger 1s a remarkably nonpartisan, objective
historian. Although German, he offers no apology
for Nazism, and little sympathy for the German
He does
personal views and convictions. Instead he tells
what Hitler did and said. He thus holds the
miscrable maniac up for all to see as he led

people seduced by it. not express

Germany to destruction and moved inexorably
to his own last hours in the Berlin bunker. So
it is with all the other politicians, generals. and
admirals who parade these pages: their speeches,
prophecies, exhortations, field orders, diaries,
and messages to their troops. paint a truer
picture of them and their defeats and triumphs
than any I have seen elsewhere.

The treatment is necessarily kaleidoscopic as

it moves swiftly from one battle to the next, from
one front to the other. Its style is never plodding,
tedious, or dull. It marehes in double-time, and
sometimes seems jet-propelled in its swift move-
ment toward the final scenes, the capture of
Berlin and the atomic bomb on Hiroshima.

The ecarly chapters deal with the war in
Europe from .the days when the invading Allied
armices reached and crossed the Rhine. and broke
through the Eastern Front after Stalingrad. unul
the fall of Berlin, the unconditional surrender.
and dismemberment of Germany.

Campaigns described and clarified by maps.
orders of battle, and disposition of forces provide
valuable material for students of military history
and rewarding human-interest material for any
reader. The battle plans. no longer top secret,
and quotes from the correspondence, military
diaries, and books of the commanders leave httle
doubt about who was responsible for victory or
defeat.

Some readers will find many of the photo-
graphs of death. starvation. and destruction
morbid. They are. But this war was like that.

One of the very valuable contributions of this
book is the notice it takes of the political leaders
and how their decisions impinged on the war.
Here are the Atlantic
Charter and the pronouncements from the
Cairo. Yalta, and Potsdam meetings of heads of
state.

It is now clear from the historical records here
presented that the political objectives and war
aims of Churchill and Roosevelt were not the
same as Stalin’s. The Prime Minister and the

such agreements as
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President proposed only the destruction of two
tyrannies, permitiing the nations of the world
to live, generally in their old boundaries, in
peace. Stalin’s immediate  objective was o
throw the invader out of the Motherland and
make it impossible for Germany ever again to be
a threat to Russia. But his long range objective,
here clearly revealed, was (0 extend Communist
rule to as many nations and peoples as possible.
While Churchill appreciated Stahin’s full pur-
pose, his warning to his international partners
went unheeded.

The second section of this book deals with the
last few months of the war against Japan.
Surprisingly, since the author is European, the
description of the fall of the Japanese warlords
is well covered and thoroughly documented.
The campaigns are all here. from Leyte to
the surrender. The Allied leaders i the Pacilic
war may no longer feel that they and their war
have been neglected by historians. The decision
to drop the atomic bomb, and its relation to the
Japanese surrender, are confirmed by oflicial
documents and diaries.

It is interesung to compare the two wars. the
European and the Pacific. as this book permits
us to do. The objectives of the Nazis and the
Japanese warlords were quite similar: one sought
the conquest of Europe, and the other, control
over Asia and the Pacific Ocean. Both were
mitally successful for tie same reason: prepara-
tion of vast armaments, scizure of the initiative
through cruel aggression, plus the fact that the
opposition in cach arca failed to heed the signs
of the coming conflict and was laggard in pre-
paring adequate delenses.

I commend this book to my contemporaries
who lived through those always dramauce and

sometinmes  tragic years {rom 1939 to  1g45.
Especially do 1 feel that those who fought in
these wars will be rewarded. Those whose outlook
on World War I was from one headquarters,
one army, onc fleet, or one air torce may now see
the larger picture. The tog of war— and there
was quite a bit of fog when we were there  has
now cleared from the battlefields, and. thanks
to the energyv and capability of Hans Dollinger,
we can all learn what happened.

There are some lessons rom this account of’
World War Il that are pertinent and applicable
today.

Those miniwits who now prate about the
mcflectiveness ol air power obviously never saw
Berlin or Tokyo and never served on a battle-
ficld or a fleet under hostile aircraft. Here they
can gain that experience.

The reader will be reminded that bad leaders,
il followed too long, may lead a nation or a
people to disaster.

Then there is the final conclusion that the
Second World War, tragic as 1t was, and here
revealed in stark reality, was not so bad as the
alternative —living under the Nazi and Japanese
tyrannies. Let any doubter, in all the genera-
tions to come, contemplate what it would be
like to live in a world dominated by Hitler, the

Japanese warlords, or any other cruel dictator

ordespot. Here hie can gain someidea olwhatsuch
a hite would have been.

I hope this book finds its way into every
public, high school, and college library so that
it may be read by the prospective leaders of the
futurce. Let them learn that so long as evil men
roam the world, the arsenal of the peacckeepers
must be as good as the arsenal of the badmen.

IRA C. EAKER

Licutenant General USAF (Ret. )
Commanding General, United States
Eighth Air Force in England. 1942 to
19.44; Commanding General,
Mediterrancan Alied Air Forees,

January 19.44 to March 1945
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Hirohito accepts his country’s unconditional surrender ' 14 August 1945

Americans land in Sagami and Tokyo Bays 130 August 1945 .
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Japanese capitulate on the Philippines (25 August 1g45) — Penang surrenders — Hong Kong back in British
hands (30 August 1945 o o™ o el

Shigemitsu concedes defeat (2 September 1g45) — The Imperial Reseript of 2 September 1945

Surrender in South-East Asia (12 September 1945) - Japanese forces capitulate in Rabaul, New Britain,
New Guinea, Solomon Is. and Bougainville (September 1945)  Surrender in China, Saigon, Manchuria
and Borneo (September 1g.45) . . .

Allied victory in Asia .

. STRUGGLE AGAINST COLONIALISM
tance to Japanese colonial rule in 19.40—45 and the fight for post-war independence

Events from 1941 — 1945 in India, Ceylon, Burma, Thailand, Malaya, Indonesia, Plnllp]nms lndn( hina
(Vietnam), Cambodia, Laos, }\uua and C hina  Religion in S.E. Asia Estimated Population of some
countries in S.E. Asia (1945 1958)

China becomes Communist (End of 19475)

ASIA AT THE END OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR

THE

The rulers of South and East Asia in 1945

CONSEQUENCES OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR IN EUROPE AND ASIA
by J. R. von Salis .
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THE ROAD TO CATASTROPHE

There is no difhculty ac all in deciding who started the
Second World War, “The documents proving Hitler’s
dogged determination to wage a war of conquest are so
many and so clear that whoever doubts them is either a
liar or blind, either an extravagant controversialist hke
AL J. P Taylor, or as misguided as poor Dr. Hoggan.™
Golo Mann . It was Hitler and Hider alone who un-
leashed this war. and who must bear the sole responsibility
for it ... Herzfeld . After the victories of 19391941
Hider thought that nothing and nobody could stand in his
The

attacked the Soviet Union, stupidly underestimated his

way. “greatest general of all dme” accordingly
new opponent, and made one strategic blunder after
another. Most of his officers were content to shelter behind
their oath of allegiance. consoling and cxcusing them-
selves with the Fuehrer’s past infallibility. Only a handful
of them were prepared for active resistance, and joined
the “moral revolt™ that led to the tragedy of 20 July 1944.

After Stalingrad and the landing in North Africa-— the
military turning-points of the war the Western Allies
and the Soviet Union resolutely set their sights at Hitler's
“Fortress Europe”. Fascist ltaly floundered atter the
landing in Sicily. In the East, the German Front collapsed
and. by 6 Julv 1944. when the Alhes launched the greatest
invasion in military history. the Red Army was already in
Poland. Paris was liberated in August and the deadly ring
round Germany closed— “the pendulum of power which
had swung out so violendy, hurling whole countries to
destruction, now swept back and shattered Germany in
her turn™. ], R.von Salis .

At the beginning of 1945, about ten million Allied and
Sovict soldiers prepared for the decisive battle. On 3
January 1945, the Allied Expeditionary Forces under
their Supreme Commander, General Dwight Eisenhower,
launched a counter-attack on the Western Front, having
just thrown back the last German offensive in the Ar-
dennes. To the north, the Canadian 1st. the British 2nd
and the U.S. gth Armics 215t Army Group: were drawn
up under [ield-NMarshal  Montgomery. In Holand.
Canadian and Britsh troops engaged in Operation
“Veritable™, were advancing o the Lower Rhine, to

strike southeastwards betsween the Maas and Rhine rivers.

Dircetly below them, the U.S. gth Army in Operation
“Grenade’, was advaneing northeast towards the Rhine,
with its right flank on the Juclich Neuss hine. In the centre,
the ULS. 1st and grd Armics (12th Army Group! under
General Bradley, prepared to move north of the Moselle
in Operation ““Lumberjack™. In the south, finally, the
Gth Army Group, made up of the U.S. 7th Army and the
French 1st Army. under the command of Lt.-General
Devers converged south of the Mosclle, closed in on the
Rhine and joined the southern flank of the U.S. 3rd Army
south of Coblenz Operaton “Overtone” . By March
1945. these operations had cleared the western banks of
the Rhine. Once that river had been crossed on a very
broad front, organized German resistance began to
crumble: in Holland, the 25th Army of Army Group H
under General Blaskowitz was completely encireled by
the British:in the centre, the bulk of Army Group B under
Field-Marshal Model was remorselessly driven mto the
Ruhr pocket. in the south. Army Group G under SS
General Hausser gave way under pressure. Hitler, in a
senseless fit of rage, removed Field-Marshal von Rund-
stedt from his post of Commander-in-Chief of the German
Armices in the West. and had him replaced by Field-
Marshal Kesselring.

On 12 January 1945, the First White Russian Front
under Marshal Zhukov opened its great offensive from the
Baranov bridgehead, and prepared to advance on Berlin.
Meanwhite in the north, the First Balue Front under
Marshal Bagramyan, the Third White Russian Front
under General Chernyakhovsky killed on 18 February
and replaced by Marshal Vassilevsky ), and the Second
White Russian Front under Marshal Rokossovsky were
preparing o cut off East Prussia 4 March 1945). In the
south. the four Ukrainian Fronts under Marshals Konev,
Tolbukhin. Malinovsky and Petrov were pressing on
towards Silesia, Czechoslovakia, Hungary and Austria.
In the north, the Red Armics were opposed by German
Army Group Courland  General Hilpert . Army Group
North Weiss 1, SS-
Reichsfuehrer Himmler and from 2oth March, General
Ficld-Marshal

the Chiel of th.

General Army  Group Vistula

Heinrici . and Army Group Centre

Schoerner’. Untl 28 March 1945,



I; German General Staff, General Gudertan, was responsible
j {or all German operations in the East. In spite of desperate
| German resistance, the Red Army, which was greatly
"sup('ri()r in equipment and number— in January 1945,
1-8 million German troops opposed 5-3 million Sovict
troops -~ smashed through the borders of the Reich and
on 25 April, made contact with the Americans on the
' Elbe. In southeastern Europe, the Russians were opposed
by Army Group Southeast (General Woehler), while
Marshal Tito’s forces were engaged by Army Group
South (General Loehr). Finally, in Taly, Army Group
Southwest (General von Vietingholl and SS General
Wolfl') faced the British 8th as well as the U.S. 5th Armies

under Field-Marshal Alexander.

o fieht die Blutbilanz ans! ¥

Bon Kriegsbeginn bis 1. Jannar 1945:

o 18672 334 e im0 aon 1331 709 s e
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E 7068 509 s 38102 s
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Allied Leaflet January 1945: While the German nation
I as a whole lost 37:8°, of its fighting men, the party

} leadership lost a mere 249,

. In this book we have tried to give a chronological
! account of the main military and political events during
- the last hundred days of the Second World War, amply
supported with documents and photographs. As the story
- is unfolded, the reader will meet inhumanity on a scale
without parallel in world history. The military operations,
the criminal actions of both sides, the misery of the
. civilian population caught in the cross-fire and the hail-
- storm of bombs, the horrible suflerings of the refugees,
and the discovery of the abominable mass murders in
German concentration camps, all combined o turn the
end ol this “total war” into an apocalyptic inferno.
Meanwhile “the chief culprit of this ‘nightmare-turncd-

rality” sat in the air-raid shelter of the Reichs Chancel-

lery in Berlin. Old betore his time, worn out with fatigue,
kept alive on drugs, trembling-ashen-faced and with
blazing cyes, he hekd the ast of his military conferences,
now completely out of touch with reality.” *Golo Mann .
The collapse of the Third Reich was like the downfall of
a gang of completely unscrupulous, contentious and reck-
less gamblers who had ventured everything on one last
throw. Count Folke Bernadotie, who met Himmler and
other SS leaders several times during the last days, and
who had a ringside scat at the collapse of the Third Reich,
wrote that the end tore the masks from the faces of the
Nazi leaders. Ny experience tells me that they were men
lacking in all moral conceptions, in all loftiness of mind.
In the last act there they were, with their hideous pasts,
desperately intriguing among themselves, while at the
same time trying to take shelter behind each other’s backs,
cowardly, undecided, irresolute.” Or as Friedrich Mei-
necke putit, all this gang left behind in Germany was the
spent crater of their ambition.

Alas, the military triumph of the Western Alliance
proved to be a hollow victory: indeed, it amounted 1o
political defeat. As carlv as February 1945, at the Yaha
conference, it had become obvious that although West
and East were fighting a common foe, their motives and
objectives were far from identical. The Western Allies
concentrated on military considerations. “Let us win the
war first, and then talk politics.” was their motto, and it
was this attitude which explains General Eisenhower’s
misguided decision to march on Leipzig instead of Berlin
(28 March 1945) or to halt at Pilsen instead of going on
to Prague. The Western Allies were engaged it a “crusade
for Europe’ : after defeating the aggressor militarily, they
would implement the United Nations resolutions taken
at the San Francisco Conference and then gradually
withdraw their troops from Germany.

The Soviet Union, on the other hand. entered the
struggle with clear political objectives. In all the arcas it
“hiberated”, the Red Army faced the world with a series
of faits accomplis that changed not only the map of Europe
but the balance of power ol the whole world.

Thus the history of post-war Germany begins with the
end of hostlities on the Elbe, when the social and political

consequences of Hitler’s “audacious pohiey™. as Goebbels
called it, found their tangible expression in the Berlin
Wall and the no less fatal line running through the heart

ol Germany.



The Reich between hammer and anvil:
Allied operations in the West and South
and Red Army operations in the North-East,
East and South-East

from January to May 1945,

Battle lines of Aliiled and Sowviet forces

Meetings of Allied and Soviet troops
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GERMAN AND SOVIET
FIELD COMMANDERS
ON THE EASTERN
FRONT

January 1945

From left to right: General Remn-
| hardt, Commander of Army Group
| Centre (from 26 January: Army
| Group North) : General Harpe, Com-
mander of Army Group A (from 26
January: Army Group Centre);
General Graeser, Commander of the

4th Tank Army.

47th Army

N\ WARSAW
17.145

1st White Russian Front
1st Polish Army

Bﬁlst Army  1st Guard Tank Army
3L 2nd Guard Tank Army
W e

%&@1 Guard Army ‘ 4 ’
SN -
\\\Q 69th Army g i : i

” 3310 A German troops in the snow. “Soviet troops are attacking on all
¢ gy fronts.” — Voelkischer Beobachter 18 January.

6th Army

il ﬂth,Tank Army
Guard Army o/Sandomlerz

13th Army
52nd Army /_3|d Guard Tank  Army

\\ 5th Guard  Army
N/ 99th Amy 215t Army

B Tt A\
\! .
\\\ 1st Ukrain Front

“‘ 4th Ukrain Front Marshal Zhukov, Commander of Marshal Rokossovsky, Commander
the 1st White Russian Front. of the 2nd White Russian Iront.

31 | January



GUDERIAN’S TELEGRAM TO HITLER, 15 JANUARY 1945

Geetes - deibmg v fio

Roomomme . e e e L
i EINEN SCHNELLEN VORSTOSZ OES GEGNERS UEBER KIELCE NACH
ooty *upr-s« . 293

NORDWESTEN VERM|NDERN UND DIE Z.27. ABGERISSENE VERBINDUNF

dog Tt
55 ﬁ[¥ fg(d,”(‘,/&,‘, MIT DER DSTw. VON IHM EBENFALLS IN WARTEN KAMPF STEHENDEN
Aan j

¥ ‘_ DXl W P GRUPPE HOHN WIEDERNERSTELLEW KANN. .-
! . J‘-«b/;«/, $are on @ OER SICH BEREITS GESTEAN ABZEICHNENDE OURCHBRUCN DES GEGNERS
o ——— ):)u{\.g‘l,“‘f 5 GaUlfetftele - ‘/{‘4, MWIT 1PZ.KORPS UND 13SCHTZ.0)V. AUS DEM BRUECKENKOPF PULAWY
. 1)
| ?3 v bpto WACH WESTEN IST ZUR GEWISZMEIT GEWORDEN. STARKE FEJNOL.
= S Anbany
+ KR BLITZ -~ GNZPW € 130 TE.T-TT 0 == PANZERKRAEFTE NABEN DEN RAUM OSTw. RADOM ERREICNT. DAS
AN DEN FUEHRER UND DBERSTEN BE FEHLSHABER DER WEHRAMACHT GESENUEBER DEM BRUECKENKOPF PULAWY EJNGESETZTE ROEM. 56.P2.
-~ FUEHRERMAUPTBUART IER -- KORPS IST I SEINER KAMPFKRAFT ERMEBLICH ABGESUNKEN.
-~ GEME(ME KOMNANDOSACHE CHEFSACHE WUR DURCH DFF |ZIER -- MIT WEITEREM VORSTOSZ OER FEINDL. PANZERVERBAENDE NACN WESTEN
- MEIN FUEMRER AUSRUFEZE ICHEN .- IST 2U RECHNEN.
ICH MELDE IMNEM: DASZ SICH DIE LAGE BEI H.GR. A VERSCHAERFT AUCH GEGENUEBER DEW ROEM. 4U.P2. KDRPSHAT DER FEIND AUS DEW
A N&
WAT. DIE AUS DEW BRUECKENKORF BARANON NACH WESTEN BRUECKENKOPF MAGNUS2EW MERAUS NIT DER NACH SUEDWESTEN ANGESETZTEN

DURCHGEBROCHENEN FEINDKRAEFTE( SPZ. KORPS. 2 SELBST. PZ. STOSZGRUPPE ( 16SCHTZ.DIV.s VORAUSSICHTLICK 1P2. KORPS UND 1L

VERBAENDE: 14 SCNTZ. DIv.) NABEN NACH DEN BISHER VORLIE- SELBST. PZ. VERBAND ) DEN DURCHBRUCH ERZWUNGEN: WENN AUCH KIER
GENDEN WELDUNGEN DIE A- 2 STELLUNG IN DER ALLGEMEINEN LINIE DIE GESCHWAECHTEN 3. UND 25.PZ. DIV. ZUSAHMEN NIT DER NOCH
SLOMNIKI- SZCZEKOCIN- WESTL. WLOSZCZOWA ERREICHT UND WERDEN EINIGERMASZEN KAKPFKFAEFTIGEN 45. VOLKS- GREN. OIV. DAS
DIESE GEGENUEBER DEN NUR SCHWACHEN DDRT STEHENDEN EIGENEN VORDRENGEN DES FEINDES IN GEWISSEM UMFANGE VERZOFGERW. iNW DIESEM
SICHERUNGEN VORAUSSICHTLICH NDCH NEUTE IN RICHTUNG KRAKAU KANPFRAUM MAT DER GEGNEF AM WEUTIGEN TAoE MIT ETwA 15 SCNTZ.
UND M RICHTUNG AUF DIE ALLGEMEINE LINIE KATTDWITZ- DIV. UND VORAUSSICHTLICHM 1 PZ. KORPS AUCH NACK NORDWESTEN
TSCMENSTOCHAU DURCHBRECHEN. DIE AB 16.1. FRUEHM (W RAUM UEBER DIE PILICA ANGEGRIFFEN UND wESTLICH waRKA WIT BISHER
WOLBROM- WARTHENAU MIT ANFAENGEN EINTREFFENDEN BE ICEN 2 DiV. EINEN BRUECKENKOPF UEBER DEM FLUSZ GEBILDET.

DIVISIONEN ( 97.J6.DIV. UND 712.1.0.) wERDEN DEN FEINDL. DER FE!ND IST FERNER AM WEUTIGEN TAGE BE! DER 17.ARMEE IM RAUN
STOSZ RICHTUNG DBERSCHMLESIEN 2wISCHEN KRAKAU UND TSCNENSTD- DSTW. JASLD UND AWM LINKEN FLUEGEL DER 9. ARMEE IM WEILHSEL
CHAU ZWAR VERZDEGERN: ABER AUF KEINEN FALL FUER LAENGERE NLREW- DREJECK ZUM ANGRIFF ANGETRETEN URD HAT AN BEJDEN STELLEN
ZEIT AUFMALTEN KOENNENW. DIE GEFAHR FUER 0AS OBERSCNLESISCHE DIE EIGENEN KRAEFTE ERMEBLICN ANGESCHLAGEN.

INDUSTRIEGEBIET IST DAHER BRENNEND. . NEBEW DER BERE!TS ERWAENNTEN BEDROHUNG DES OBERSCHLES!SCHEN
DAS ROEM. 24.P2. KORPS- IN SEINER KAMPFXKAFT SEMR STARK MDUSTRIEGEBIETES BIRGT DIE ENTWICKLUNG DER LAGE Am HEUT(GEN
ABGESUNNEN- STEMT GEGENUEBER EINEM MIT 3PZ. XORPS: I SELBST TAGE IWE) GEFAMRENPUNKTE IN SICH :

PZ.VERBAENDEN UND 18 SCHTZ. DIV. ANGREIFENDEN FEIND im 1.) DER DURCHBRUCH AUF RADO® DROHT IN VERBINDUNG WIT DEW AuUS
WAERTESTEN XAMPF UMW NIELCE. ES IST 2u WOFFEN: DASZ DAS KORPS DEW BRUECKENKOPF MAGNUSZEW !N ALLGEMEIN SUEDWESTL. RICHTUNG

2IELENDEN FEINDVORSTDSZ DEN ZUSAMNENWANG ZWISCHEN 4.FZ. ARMEE

URD 9.ARNEE JU ZEMREISZEN. .-

2.) EIWE ETWAIGE AUSWEITUNG DES FEIMDANGAIFFS UEBER DIE

PILICA WACH NORDWESTEN STELLY DIE WEITERE VERTEIDIGUNG DER GEZ. GUDERIAA OKkH/ GEN ST D W / P, aBT, ¢ ROEM. 1 A)

VEICHSELFAONT BE1 UND SUEDLICN WARSCHAU N FRAGE UND KANWN NR. 450 C11/45 GKODS. CHEFS. 15.1.4% +e
DIE SCNVERVIEGEWBSTEN FOLGEN FUER DIE GESAMTE FRONT DER
N.GR. WITIE WACH SICH ZIEWEM. .-
DAS HALTEN DER PILICA- FROMT UND DIE WAMRUNG DES ZUSAWNEN
WALTS ZWISCHEN 4. P2, ll&!i UND 9. ARMEE (ST UNSONEHR
BOTMENDI@: ALS NUR SO DIE VORAUSSETZUNGEN FUER EIGENE
GEGEMMASZNAMMEN GEGEN DIE 1M GRDSZEN WEICHSELBDGEN
OPEMIERENDEN FEINDXRAEFTE AUFRECHMTERNALTEN WERDEW KOENNEN .
ICH NABE MICH DAHER ENTSCHLOSSEN: DAS (M ABTRANSPORT YON
M.GR, WITTE BEFIADLICNE PZ. XDAPS''G.D. '' ( PZ. GAEN.DIV.
't OMAWDEMBURG'' UND L. FSCH. P2. bl". “'H.6."') ZUNAECHST
ZUR BENE INIGUNG DES FEINDEIMBRUCHS AUF DEW NORDUFER DER-
PILICA ANSCMLIESZEND ZUM ANGNIFF UEBER DIE PILICA NACH )
SUEDEM ANZUSETZEN. IMWIEMEIT SICH DIESE ABSICHT ANGESICHTS
DEW EMST AM 13.1. BEEMDETEN VERSAMNLUNG DES KORPS 1M RAUM™
DSTW. TOMASCOW UMD BE) DER MOEGLICHXEST EINER SCHNELLEN
UMGUENST 1GEN ENTMICKLUNG DER LAGE 1M ABSCHNITT DER 9. ARMEE

@SL : GEZ. GUDERIAN OKN/ GEN ST D W / DP, ABT.
{ ROEW. 19A ) NR. 450011745 GKDOS. CHEFS. 15.1.45
EANALTEN KLOSE WPTW HOKW 15.1.45 2045 . ¢

" 81 NOCH Unm == 0OwD =-- AUSHAENDIGUNGSBESTAETIGUNG )

QSL R ERN TEIMKERT. MWPTM, GHIPH ++

WIND DURCHFUEWREN LASSEN: KANN WEUTE NOCH MICHNT UEBERSEMEN
WEMDEN . ICH BITTE SI1E+ MEIN FUEMRER+ MEINEN ENTSCHLUSZ . ) .
WINSICHTLICH DES EIMSATZES DES PZ. KORPS''G.0. *° . Prestdent Roosevelt’s personal message to Marshal Stalin.
v Gewenmigen . .- :

DIE GESAMTSITUATION SN DER MITTE DER OSTFAONT wiRD WEDER

OURCH DEM SEMELDETEN EINSATZ DES PZ. XOWPS'' &. D.

Thank you for your encouraging message dated January 15
in regard to Air Marshal Tedder’s conference with you, and
in regard to 1the offensive of your Armigs on the Soviet-German

%OCH OURCY DIE 2UW SCHUTZ DES DSERSCHLESISGHEN INDUSTRIE ™ front.
GEGIETES EINTREFFENDEN INF. OIV. EWTSCMEIDEND VERBESSERT. The past performances of your heroic soldiers and their
DIE DIE ENTSCHEIDUNG SUCHEWDE RUSS. GROSZOFFENSIVE AUS OEW already demonstrated efficiency in this offensive, give high
GRDSZEN WEICHSELBOGEN HERAUS KAWN NUR ZUmM ERLIEGEN promise of an early success to our armies on both fronts.
GEBMACHT WEMDEN: WENN DER M.GR. A UMVERZUEGLICH wEITERE By a skillful coordination of our combined efforts, the time
STARKE PANZEW- UND INF. VERBAENDE ZUGEFUENAT WERDEM. uqunul to force a surrender upon our barbarian encmies will

be radically reduced.

As you know, America is putting forth a great e flort in the
Pacific at a distance of 7,000 miles, and it is my hope that an
carly collapse of (vllll]dll\ will permit the movement of
Guderian warns Hitler: *The position of Army Group A sufficient forces 1o the Pacific Arca to quickly destroy the
has become acute . . . The threat to the Upper Silesian Japanese menace o all of our Allied Nations.
p 5 ] I 2 3 17 January 1945.
industrial region is imminent . . . Army Group A nceds 7J 945
strong tank and infantry support . . .




Soviet tank on the attack.

RADOM AND CRACOW FALL

16 and 19 January 1945

The German line is breached by Soviet troops. Hider,
who arrived in Berlin on 16 January and established his
headquarters in the Reich Chancellery, blames the set-
back on General Harpe (Army Group A) and has him
replaced by General Schoerner. The picture shows a
German sniper. »

Soviet troops entering Cracow




British soldicr advancing under heavy German artillery fire. On 16 January 1945, British troops attacked east of the
aas, on the Dutch German [rontier.




MOPPING UP IN THE ARDENNES
AND ALLIED ADVANCE TOWARDS
THE ROER 19 26 January 1g45.

From Churchill’s address to the House of
Commons on 18 jJanuary, 1945

I have scen it suggested that the terrific battle that has been
proceeding since December 16 on the American front is an
Anglo American battle. In fact, however, the United States
troops have done almost all the fighting and have suffered
almost all the losses . . . Only one British army eorps has been
engaged in this action. All the rest of the thirty or more
divisions which have been fighting continuously for the last
month, are United States troops. The Americans have engaged
thirty or forty men for every one we have engaged, and they
have lost sixty to eighty men for every one of ours ... (This
is undouhtedly the greatest American battle of the war and
will, 1 believe, be regarded as an ever-famous American
victory.”

The Supreme Command of the Wehrmacht announced
on 19 fanuary 1945 :

No major battles have taken place in any seetor of the Western
Front. Our units continue to offer strong resistance to the British S.E.
ol Maaseyck. Fighting continues to the S E. of Malmedy, with minor
enemy gains. The Kickireh garrison has heen withdrawn to a new
position north of the Sauer. Near Reipertsweiler, American attempts
to break out have been frustrated . ..
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0,]‘ q&’w? i F ,70¢
WES/0p (H) ™ 7T o A 2 Janude 1945 >
T —— i JU Austertigungen *
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1) 0b. . et e
2,) Ub. Lberrhein
3.) GenStdH/Cp.Abt. (durch furier)
4.) Gen§tdh/Gen.Cu (durch durier)
5.) UKL/FuStab
6.) naghr.: Refchsfuhrer-#f

1.) Oer Angriff der Eng-ander sudifch Roermond, die
unablassigen fngrifte der Amerikaner im .ruennen-
bégen, die zahen {lamufe i» Unterelsa..soxie ver
Angrift der Franzosen in den oberen Vogesen lassen
die klare absicht des Feindes ernennen, die deutsche
Fuhruny unter allen Uesiunden an der frefen Ver-
fugungsbereitschaft uber fhre reserven 2u hindern
und dymit d1e Erfolge der Scejets in Usten bls zunm
lusanoenbruch der Refcnéverteidiguny auszumelten,

2.) Deegegenuber hat sich der Fuhrer entscilosseb, unver
2uglich dle Yoraussetzungen fm Usten 2u schatten,
um die sowjetischen Angrifte autzufangen unc scater
zue Gegenengrdft Uberzugahen,

Teleprinter message from the Supreme Command of the
Wehrmacht to the German Supreme Commander, West.

The Fuchrer has decided to create conditions that will
facilitate the relief of the hard-pressed German forces in
the East ...

-

U.S. 1st and 3rd Armies make contact after the [all of Houllalize : in the Ardennes salient, German troops, here shown

mounting a local counter-attack, are wiped out.
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Some of the four thousand refugees in the Insterburg sector (East Prussia

RED ARMY ADVANCES ON
KOENIGSBERG

13 January 1945

“Help us! Help us!
Report by Corporal Rehfeld

Suddenly figures loom up in front of us. Are they Russians? 1 cannot tell
for sure. 1 push my sub-machine gun forward, release the safety catch and, in
the snowstorm, peer at the snow-covered column. Now they are only ten yards
awayv. I recognize women and children among them. | jump up and shout
“This way! Weeping girls with pale, timid faces fall round my neck. “Help
us, please help us.” Children whimper **Mummy, NMummy.” All the men and
women stand round silently, their faces white with cold, their clothes sodden
with snow. 1 am aghast and hold up a voung girl who is ahout to collapse.
I'rom their expression 1 can sce the misery, the hardships and the terrible
suffering of these dispossessed and uprooted East Prussians. Slowly 1 walk on
ahead of them. There are about thirty people. Many have no coats, and some
of the men walk barefoot. The Russians had taken their boots off them . . .

e/

Marshal Vassilevsky, Commander of the Third
White Russtan Front (left), and Marshal Bagra-
myan, Commander of the Second Baltic Front.



German troops deploved in Loast Prussia i 1915

ARMY GROUP CENTRE

2nd Army and remnants of yth Army become Army
Group Fast Prussia.

Commanders: General Weiss (unul  12/3/451:
General von Saucken 112/3/45 to capitulation

Chiefs ol Stalf: General von ‘Tresckow  (unut
22/7/44): General Macher tuntit g/5/45).

grd Fank Army transterred 1o Pomerania on
8/2/15.

Commander Generat Raus.

Chief of Stall: Generat Mueller-Hillebrand.

tth Army dissolved on 10/4/45.

Commanders: tnf-Gen. Hossbach tunul 30/1/45
General . W Muelter until 1a/4,45

Chicls of Stafl. General Dethletlsen until 14/2/45
Col. Baron von Varubuchler tuntil 16 2/45 @ Col.
Langmann (22/2 10/4/15).

Army Group East Prussia (remnants of 2nd and
tth Armics).

Commander: General von Saucken: Chief ot Stall:
sn. Macher.

ap Samland formed 8/2/45. transterred
e end of March 1g45.
~ral Golluek.

(S8
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In East Prussia, three German armies (4o divisions) were

annihilated in three major pockets.

The German garrison of Allenstein surrendering on 2
January 1945.

2



Red Army occupation of East Prussia
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The fourth battle for the Courland in late January 1945.

FALL OF TOLKEMIT; EAST
PRUSSIA CUT OFF

26 January 1945

A light field gun on Mint Square, Koenigsberg.

General Gollnik evacuating Nemel on 29
J J January.

o G U - W e e A

To the Commander of Army Group North,
respectively Courland.

With effect from 26 January 1945, the following
Commanders are transferred: General Reinbardt,
Commander of Army Group North, to the Reserve
of Army Chicf Command: Major-General Heid-
kaemper, Chief of the General Staff of Army Group
North, to the Reserve of the Army Chief Command.

The following appointments come into elfect on
the same day: General Rendulic, Commander of
Army Group North: Major General von Natzmer,
Chief of the General Stafl of Army Group North:
Major General Foersch, Chief of the General Staff
of Army Group Courland.

Chief Command of the Army
Chief of Army Personnel
signed) Burgdorf, Infantry General.

39 | January




Fall of Gleiwitz (Gliwice) on 24 January, six days after 1st Ukrainian Front had crossed the Silesian frontier.

SOVIET ADVANCE INTO SILESIA

13 Jannary 1945

Fortress Breslau from the diary of Iomil Heinze

On Saturday, 20 January 1445, the authorities took hurried
measures for the defence of the city. Everywhere members of the
Volkssturm could be scen manning the anti-tank guns, and there
were rumounrs that the east bank of the Oder was about to be
evacuated. For days, miserable columns of refugees had been
marching through the town. With cart and horse, handcarts and
prams, they and their families trudged in the icy cold . . . Bartheln
had become the new fron( line. We were told that it and Bischofs-
walde had to be evacuated, and that at g.30 on Monday, all those
not doing essential work would have to be at the tram depot. 1
x = x decided to ignore the official order, and made up my mind to stay
Marshal Koniev, 1st Ukrainian Front. behind. Every night, as we went to bed, we knew that our house
might collapse about us . . .

Memorandum o German Commanders, Western and Eastern Frong, issued on 30/1/45 1 No. 0850/45/sccret).

Recapitulation and consohidation of mstructions as to fortresses, island fortresses, delence regions, lortitied localities, local
suUpport points, et

Fortresses are areas or localitics of military importance with permanent lortifications for all-round defence. Fortresses will ensure
that the enemy is kept out ol 1he region they dominate. They must tie the enemy down, and thus create conditions for successful
counterattacks

Areas and localities that are comparable o fortresses in military importance, but lack permanent fortifications are called Defence
Regions: As such, they have basically the same tasks as Fortresses. The following instructions for Fortresses and then commanders
apply equally and without exception to Defence Regions.

Local support points are strongly defended positions in the depth of the battle area. They form the backbone of our defence,

and. m the case of enemy breakthronghs, the cornerstones of the entire front and centres of local counterattacks.

e

e - R —



Red Army operations in Silesia 12 January to 8§ May 1945
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BEUTHEN (BYTOM) AND
KATTOWITZ (KATOWICE)
CAPTURED BY RED ARMY

27-29 January 1945

Teleprinter message from Hitler on 28 fanuary
1945
Re: Deployment of Volkssturm.

Experience in the East has shown that Volkssturm,
Emergency and Replacement units left to their own devices,
lack resilience and are quickly crushied. The striking power of
these units, which are numerically strong but inadequately
cquipped for modern war. can be increased considerably if
they are incorporated into the regular army

I theretore decree: Whenever Volkssturm, Emergency and
Replacement units are found side by side with units of the
regular army, mixed battle groups brigades) must be

established under unified command.

CMEDTD

DALLUNCTCKON '

N AWNHE.

Soviet Propaganda Poster: **

Allied “News for the Troops™ reporting the capture of Upper Silesia, and the fall of Memel.

Nr. 288, Montag,

239. Januar 1945

Oberschlesien verloren

Sowjets erobern drei

Riesen-Sprit-Werke
Synthetische Produktion fdllt auf-20 %

Nur noch ein Fiinftel des Gaues
Ostpreussen in deutscher Hand

Der folgenschwerste Verlust fiir den gesamten weiteren

Drei Treibstoffwerke in Schlesien sind bereits' Kriegsverlauf seit Beginn der neuen Sowjetoffensive wurde

durch den russischen Vormarsch iiberrannt worden:
Die beiden Treibstoffwerke der Oberschlesnschcn
Hydrierwerke A.G. in Blechh r

und das Treibstoffwerk der Schaff-,

gotsch-Benzin G.m.b.H. in Descho-

witz. |

Die drei Werke lieferten zusammen
monatlich 50 000 Tonnen Treibstofl und |
waren erst vor kurzem nach den letzten |
alliierten  Luftangriffen unler gross«m‘
Materialaufwand neu aufgebaut worden.

Spezialmaschinen verloren

Unersetzliche Spezialmaschinen, die
erst in den letzten 6 Wochen aus anderen |
Treibstotfwerken im Reich abmontiert
und nach Oberschlesien gebracht worden |
waren, sind in Blechhammer und Descho- |
witz in die Hand der Sowjets gefallen.

Mehr als 1000 Marn wertvoller|
Spezialisten, die von der Wehrmacht l'ur
die Treibstoffwerke freigegeben wurden,
werden vermisst und befinden sich ver-
mutlich in russischer Gefangenschaft.

Um 20 Prozent gesunken

Durch die Bombenoffensive gepen dlc,
deutschen Treibstoffwgrke und  Raffi- |
nerien und durch den Verlust der dru|
oberschlesischen Treibstoffwerke ist die |
gesamie synthetische TreibstolTproduk- |
tion im Reich auf 20 Prozent des bundn|
vor einem Jahr abgesunken.

Dagegen ist der monatliche Trexbsmﬂ'—
bedarf der Wehrmacht von 75 000 Tonnen !

Dor Fromthnte em 14 Janwar
'} vor Begrmn dor Sompet -
WintersPansive

1 PR

gestern aus Oberschlesien gemeldet, wo die Sowjets die
1M wichtigen Industriestidte Kattowitz, Beuthen nnd Konigs-

hiitte genommen haben.

Sowjetpanzer, die das ober-
schlesische  Industriegebiet  iber-
rannt haben, werden bereits im
Anmarsch auf Mahrisch-Ostrau, die
Einfallspforte fir das b&hmisch-
mihrische Industriegebiet, gemeldet.

Nach der Einnahme von Kattowitz,
Beuthen und Konigshiitte st jetzt das
gesamte oberschlesische Industriegeblet fiir
die deutsche Kriegswirtschaft verloren
gegangen, mit all seinen Stahl- und Walz-
werken, Kohlengruben, den grossten euro-
paischen Zinkbergwerken und den Treib-
stoff-Fabriken, die Oberschlesien seit den
Bombenzentdrungen im Ruhrgebiet zur
gréssten Waffenschriiede des Reches ge-
macht hatten.

Memel gefallen

Zugleich mit Oberschlesien ging gestern
die Festung Memel vorloren. Die deutsche
Kampfgruppe in Memel streckie jetzi die
Waflen, nachdem sie seit Oktober vorigen
Jahres dort ausgehalten hatte.

Nach den Meldungen von der ubrigen
Ostfront stehen fast uberall weitere schwere
Ruckschlage bevor.

In Konigsberg brennt das ganze Viertel
zwischen dem Alten und Neuen Pregel. Es
wurde in einem verzweifelten Versuch, den
Vorstoss der Sowjets in die Stadt ayfzu-
halten, von Pionieren 1n Brand gesteckt.
Gardeschutzen der Sowjels slurmen bereits
die Vorstidie im Norden and Suden von

Death to the Fascist reptile.™



A scout reporting on the latest situation. On 3 February, SHAEF announced that all Belgium had
been cleared of German troops. Our photograph shows
field guns in action before the evacuation.

. were destroyed by heavy bombardment.




THE RED ARMY NEAR KUESTRIN ON THE ODER

¢

Himmler’s Proclamation on his appointment as C.-in-C.
Army Group Vistula. “The weather is our ally—let us
seize the opportunity and eject the bestial Bolsheviks from

Feidkommaodostelle, 19 Februar Lvds

Befeh! dea §§ vom 4 Februar 1845
wird suf Grund rshireicher Rickfragen nachgeilefert. Der Befebl
ist bia au den Bt su vericlien.

Das eingetretene Tauwelter ist im jetzigen Stadium des Kriegsgesche-
\cns fur uns cin Geschenk des Schicksals  Es Bemmt zwar auch unsere
Aot - und Panzerbewegungen Der groBte Teil unserer Transporte findet
Jcdoch auf der Eiscnbahn stalt Wir bewegen uns im eigenen Land, dessen
Tisenbahn und Postnetz uns vollig zur Verfugung steht Der Bolschewik
edoch muB uber viele hundort Kilameter den Nachschub mcht nur fur
«cine Panzerspitzen. sondern fur seine gesamten Divisionen im LKW- oder
Flugzeugtransport vorbringen Dies wird durch die Wctterlage crheblich
crschwent

Wie lange die Tauwetterpeniode daucrt, wiisen wir nicht Jede Stunde
Aie sie anhalt, 1st cin Plus fur uns, aber nur dann, wenn diese Stunde auf
jcdem Gebict genutzt wird  Fs mufl in dem hochsten Tempo der letzien
Tage herangefahren zugefuhrt und ausgeladen werden Dic Truppe. ho-
here, mittlerc und untere Fuhrung benutzen jede sich ortlich und ab-
schnittswelse aus dan Wettcrverhaltnissen ergebende Situation Es wird
n diesen Tagen bei kluger Anpassung an die Verhaltnisse mancher Kilo
meter zu gewinnen und manches Stuck deutschen Bodens wieder zu be-
reien sein, was bei ungehinderter Transportlage und Panzerbeweghichkeit
des Gegners moht 50 leicht zu holen ware Fur die Penzer-Jagdkomman-
Jdos 15t eine cinmabig gunstige Gelegenheit gekommen lch erwarty, dal
diede Chancen wahrgenommen werden,

Aut die graSc Moglichkett, daB bej Jingerem Touen die Flusse wieder
sufgehen und sich daraus ungeshnt glinstige Konsequenzen fur uns er-
geben, weise ich nur vorsorglich hin

Das Wetter iat in diesen Stunden unser Bundesgenosse Der Herrgoit
hius setn braves deutsches Volk nicht vergessen Gerade deswegen dOrfen
wir die Hande nicbt 1n den SchoB legen und denken. dal alles andere das
Wetter macht, sondern missen diese Atempsuse benutzen, um in diseem
Pingen einige Tage Zell einzuholen

Unsere Aufgabe ist, den feindlichen Angriff abrustoppen und beat-
mugliche Varaussetrungen zu schaffen, das wir sobald wie maglich wieder
s tretan und die vertierien Bolschewistea sus unserem Veterland wieder
harauswerten

s Wt dor Fiihrer!

gox. H. Himmler

'
Ftesd otarst . Prneertesn

our Fatherland . ..

GENERAL LASCH
APPOINTED FORTRESS
COMMANDER OF
KOENIGSBERG

5 February 1945

Comrades!

lu this grave hour, | have been charged to take
command of Fortress Koenigsberg.

I shall do everything 1 can to do my duty

I ask you, comrades, to show the same determ-

ination.

The Fatherland needs our nnconditional and
unflinching devotion, Only by answering its call
resolutely, by standing shoulder to shoulder, can
we ensure any kind of future for our people.
Resourcelessness is tantamount to complete and
dishonourable collapse.

Show vour true German comradeship, support
the weak!

We shall fight tor the Fatherland, llll‘\t‘l\illg
our honour, if not our lives. I call upon everyone
who has worn his tunic in honour, to be faithful

y the immortal spirit of the German soldier!

<

signed Lasch

¥

Nr. <94, Sonntag,

4, Februar 1945
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Sowjets heschiessen
Oderdorfer

1000
Panik

Die Gewisshei
der Berliner Be
Deutlichkeit vor

Fast nichts
Luftangriffe des
heraus, das$ es it

Gestern abend 1
auskennen, verang
teten Strassen und

Nur ein Brucht
kann in den Ubrj
Luftschutzraume

Schwere  Sowjetgeschiitze
‘feuerten gestern nacht zwischen =
Kiistrin und Frankfurt auf i
deutsche Stidte und Dorfer auf sf““}“

dem Westufer der Oder, nach- [»BERU

dem die Sowjets ihre Stellun- [7{\Cous

“News for the Troops™ reporting the shelling of German
towns on the W. bank of the Oder.

oy

Stargard

Cchaerdwr

Infantry General. Volkssturm-man guarding Party Offices in Koenigsberg.



to the road.

A Prussian [amily takes



BRESLAU SURROUNDED

10- 15 February 1945

In carly February, Lueben and Steinauw were recaptured by the
Germans. Civilians making ready to flee to the West.

The Battles round Breslau
By General Sachsenheimer

During the night of 10 February, the advance
of Russian tank concentrations along the Kanth-
Breslau Autobahn could no longer be stemmed,
and our side was thrown into increasing con-
fusion . . . Near Leuthen and Radaxdorf, my
troops were repeatedly attacked from the south.
In several places, we had to withdraw several
hundred vards, for instance near Leuthen, where
I shall never forget the dear old lady who refused
to leave her family home, and kept giving me
news of cnemy movements over the public
telephone system. Nothing would persuade her to
leave her birthplace.

Our movements were dictated by the fact that
the enemy, advancing remorsclessly along the
Autobahn, had thrown a ring round Breslau. At
the same time, he had succeeded in surrounding
Battle Group Sachs on the Breslau perimeter.

On 13 February, I received a signal ordering
the Batte Group to hold on to the N.W. peri-
meter. But even while I was making the necessary
arrangements, I was dumbtounded to receive a
further radio message ordering the Battle Group
to break out and to join forces with the main unit
south of the Autobahn. After handing over all our
guns and vehicles to the Fortress, some 1,400 men,
divided into three columns, started for the
Autobahn after nighttall. There were numerous
clashes with the enemy, folowed by hand-to-hand
fighting at daybreak, particularly on the Auto-
bahn-bridge near Kostenblut, near Pohlsdorf and
at Hochvorwerk Farm. Some 800 men succeeded
in breaking out: one column dug in at Breslau,
its leaders having decided that no breakout could

be effected before dawn.

The German News Agency announced
on 7 lebruary 1945 :

SS Reichsfuehrer  Heinrich  Himmler has
ordered the summary trial of several unprincipled
and corrupt oflicials who have proved unworthy
of the confidence placed in them during this
arduous period. The court has found von Salisch,
lormer SS Standartenfuchrer and Police President
of Bromberg guilty of cowardice and dereliction
of duty, and accordingly has sentenced him to
death. He has since been executed by a firing
squad. Former Governor Kuehn | Bromberg, and
former mayor Ernst, have been deprived of their
civic rights and offices, and sent to a punishment
battalion. The District Leader of Bromberg,

Rampf has been dealt with similarly.

February 48
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M Nr. 300, Sonnabend, [ Ny 3 _ | FUR D I E
@ 10. Februar 1945 . ' “TRUPPE:

Russen greifen in Niederschlesien an

Breslau fast isoliert

Panzer rollen durch| SoWiets stehen hereits
Westwall.Brecchen | am Ostrand von Liegnitz

‘News for the Troops™ reporting that Breslau is about to be cut off.

Commissioner Hanke swearing in new Volkssturm units in Breslau.




British Typhoons taking off in support of the Canadian offensive,

CANADIANS OPEN ALLIED OFFEN-
SIVE SOUTH-EAST OF NIJMEGEN

8 February 1945

From a SHAEF communiqué on g February :

Despite the bad weather, the RAF 2nd TAF, in support of
the Canadian First Army, bombed enemy troops and equip-
ment east of the Reichswald and at Doch, Geldern and
Rheinberg and destroyed a road bridge near Wesel.

The Opening Phase of Operation ““Veritable”
By R. W. Thompson

Between six o’clock and nine o'clock, there was scarcely
a sound in all the region of the Maas from Nijmegen to
below the village of Cuijk. Men lay or squatted or stood
about in barns, schools, vehicles, heads propped on hands,
waiting, sceming thoughtful, some sleeping. The darkness
came like a benison, and shortly before nine o’clock a
mulfled roar grew out of the western sky, rose toa creseendo

overhead, and within seconds exploded in the opening
deluge of the air bombardment. Nearly two thousand
tons of high explosive thundered down upon the ancient
town of Cleves, to heave it out by the roots in eruptions of
dreadful violence. Most men knew the meaning of that
shuddering impact of sound:

D minus one. Heavy bombers will obliterate Emmerich,
Cleves, Goch . . .

Not only Emmerich, Cleves and Goch but also the
smaller townships of Weeze, Udem and Calcar, key links
in the main enemy defensive hine.

Slowly the sky lightened, and at half past seven o’clock
the barrage lifted for ten minutes of an eerie silence in
which all normal movement seemed deadened and unreal.
Tanks, kangaroos and a host of vehieles lumbered forward
all Turid with eerie fluorescent panels, giving them a look
of fury as though they had come up dripping with blood
and fire from hell, or the depths of the Maas.

When the barrage lifted from its opening phases at half
past ten o’clock, and the forward troops advanced on its
heels through the minefields, it seemed that no man could
have lived in the enemy positions, that no tree could still
be left standing in all the Reichswald forest. The Glasgow
Highlanders, leading the attack in the centre, were within
five hundred yards of the enemy, All but one of their flail
tanks had bogged down on the start line, and the infantry
went on alone. Behind them the one remaining flail
cleared a path through the minefield for the tanks, and
the tanks of the Coldstreams surged through to engage
anti-tank guns and 88’s before they, too, bogged down.

German troops with machine guns and “*Panzer-fists’” on their way to battle.
g )
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British engineers clearing German minefields.

British and Canadian troops of the 2nd Army during a rapid advance on 8 February.




Operation “"Veritable”’

British and Canadian Offensive
S.E. of Nijmegen
(February-March 1945)
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FALL OF KRANENBURG |
AND CLEVES
Canadians mop up Kranenburg on the German border
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announced the crossing of the German border in the Reichswald sector.

-

The first German prisoners captured during the British and Canadian offensive.

Scottish troops entering Cleves.
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Heavy fighting developed in the Reichswald, where the
Germans had dug in, on 11 February 1945.

By 15 February, Allied troops had advanced to the
Grave-Groesbeek-Cleves- Emmerich line.

British field guns south of Cleves.

February 54
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Capitulation of Schneidemuchl on 11 February 1945. German soldiers being marched off to prison camps.
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I RED ARMY ADVANCE IN SILESIA :

| February 1945. Befehl Nro 2

| _ b den [ SAelrzaee. 1015

Laut Befchl des Frontoberkommandos wird die
gesamte méiinnliche Bevolkerung deutscher Volks- oder
Staatsangehérigkeit zum Arbeitsdienst mobilisiert.

Hicrzu befehle ich:

1. Die gesamte minnliche Bevolkerung — Deutsche
und deutsche Staatsangeh®rige — im Alter von 17
bis 50 Jahren hat sich innerhalb 48 Stunden nach
Verdtientlichung dieses Befehls bei der Einberufungs-

stelle . Do e Jlaott  _Oels - .
Yotust __Theaten _ Obxavee ﬁ&;/;ieg

. ) . / = zwecks Registricrung und gleichzeitiger Absendung
» A zur Arbeit zu melden.

German troops made repeated attempts to halt the  Russian call-up of male citizens of Oels (Silesia) for
Soviet advance. labour service.

Sovicet troops in hiouse-to-house fighting in Breslau.

55 February




German civilians returning to occupied territory.

Execution of prisoners by Summary Court. Spring 1945.

DRUMHEAD COURT MARTIALS
SET UP BY GERMAN MINISTER
OF JUSTICE

15 February 1945

The German News Agency announced that Dr.
Thierack, the Minister of Justice, has issued the
Sollowing order :

I'he struggle for the survival of the German Reich demands the
utmost resolution and devotion of every German. Anyone trying to
evade his duty to the community, and especially those guilty of
cowardice or selfishness, will immediately be brought to justice with
all severity, lest the failure of one individual redound to the discredit
of the entire Reich. On the orders of the Fuehrer, and with the full
accord of the Ministry of Justice, the Head of the Reichs Chancellery,
the Ministry of the Interior and the Party Chancellery, it is therefore
decreed that:

1. Summary courts of justice will be set up in all parts of the Reich
threatened by the enemy.

11 1. Such courts will consist of a judge as President, and a political
leader or official of the NSDAP and an officer of the Wehrmacht, the
Walflen SS or the police as assessors. 2. Members of the court and a
public prosecutor will be appointed by the Regional Commissar for
Defence.

IIT 1. The summary court will be competent to deal with all acts
likely to undermine German resolution or striking power. 2. The
procedure will be that laid down in the penal code.

IV 1. The court will be competent to pass death sentences, acquit
prisoners, or to refer cases to the common courts of justice. All death
sentences must be confirmed by the Commissar for the Defence, who
will also determine the place, time, and manner of execution.

2. Whenever the Commissar for Defence is not available, and
immediate execution is deemed essential, the public prosecutor will
act in his stead.

V. All regulations needed for the amplification, alteration and
implementation of the above decree will be passed by the Minister of
Justice in conjunction with the Minister of the Interior and the Head
of the Party Chancellery.

V1. The decree comes into cffect with its publication in the press
and its announcement over the German radio network.
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TOTAL WAR ON THE HOME FRONT

The German railway network is paralysed by air raids.

Tickets being sold at improvised counters.
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Fourteen and fifteen-year-olds being given pre-military

training before their call-up in March.

57 { February

In accordance with the total war measures, all able-
bodied German women were conscripted for armament

production

L e

generally in underground factories.




GERMAN COUNTER-OFFENSIVE
HELPS TO RE-OPEN KOENIGSBERG-
PILLAU ROAD

19-20 February 1945

From the Logbook of Batile Group Malotka (First
Infantry Division) :

19 February, 5:15 a.m.: Riflemen drew up in complete darkness. 1st
Company, on the right flank, rushed enemy positions.

7:30 a.m.: Mopping up of enemy trench. Main cnemy line overrun,
running battles with panzer fists and bazookas. 2 p.m.: Following the
surprisc night attack on a 1-kilometer front, the battalion captured
or destroyed 13 hicavy anti-tank guns and 26 machine guns,

20 February: The entire line was held despite heavy losses. At about
11 p.n. the exhausted batde group (Hitler youth who had not slept
for two nights, fighting continuously and covering 50 km between
engagements) was relieved by a battalion from Koenigsberg. Of the
original group ol 7 officers, 340 NCO’s and men, 2 officers and

approximately 45 men were killed and 208 men were wounded.

Father and son being decorated with the Iron Cross (2nd Class) after the battle of Metgethen.



ALLIES CAPTURE GOCH ON THE
RHINE

1g-21 February 1945

“Germany is quite powerless in the face of so
much technical superiority!”

" From the diary of Rev. Brimmer :

Monday, 19 February, at 1o:15 am.: The first British soldiers, their
guns at the ready, advanced across the rubble of the two chapels on
Church Square and entered the church . .. Just as the British came
in, the SS blew up the central aisle .. . A few minutes later, the first
of the two Niers bridges went up into the air . . . Yet only two days
later, the first British vehicles were able to cross the river by an
improvised bridge.

1Wednesday, 21 February: The British have occupied the whole town.
Column after column now pours into Goch. There is an ever-greater
concentration of guus and lorries, so that at times the strects arc

three-deep in British vehicles. Germany is quite powerless 1 the face

of so much technical superiority! J I |

After two days of bitter street-fighting, Canadian troops entered Goch and advanced towacds Geldern.
At the same time, U.S. troops broke through the West Wall defences (Siegfried Line) N.W. of Echternach.



At about the same time, Himmler approached Count Bernadotte,

and Eisenhower transferred his HQ to Rheims.

German refugees returning to Goch.




HIMMLER’S MEETING WITH
COUNT FOLKE BERNADOTTE

12 February 1945

Himmler: “We made a mistake . . .7

Count Folke Bernadotte in The Fall of the Curtain:

Every German would fight like a lion before he gave
up hope, Himmler declared, when I asked him if he
didn’t think it meaningless to go on with the war, as
Germany could not possibly be victorious. Certainly,
the military situation was grave, but not hopeless . . .

I said that the Swedish Red Cross was very anxious
to obtain permission to work in the concentration camps,
especially in those where Norwegians and Danes were
interned.

Himmler : This would probably be very useful, and I
see no reason why permission to do this should not be
granted.

Bernadotte: And 1o facilitate the work, the Norwegians
and Danes in question should be collected into two camps,
one for each group. The total number of Norwegian and
Danish prisoners is probably somewhere about thirteen
thousand.

Himmler : That figure is greatly exaggerated. 1 don’t
know the exact number, but I should not think it can be
more than two or three thousand.
However, I will look into the
matter.

Himmler had accepted my pro-
posal. He also agreed that the aged,
the sick, and mothers, should be
allowed to return to Norway, after
having been assembled in the
camps . . .

After this, our conversation be-
came more general, and the Head
of the Gestapo led it on to the Bol-
shevik danger, much on the same
lines as Ribbentrop. He predicted
that the end of Europe would come
if the German Eastern Front were
to break down, for the Second World
War was a war between Europeans
and Asiatics. There would be no
future for Europe if the Allies were
victorious. Only in the last week
more than a hundred thousand
German women, varying in age
from sixteen to eighty, had been
violated by the Russian hordes  he
simply could not understand Swe-
den’s blindness in the face of the
immense danger from the East.

Bernadotte : But Germany was al-
lied to Russia during part of this
war. How does that fit in with what
you have just said?

Himmler: 1 thought you would
say that. We made a mistake, but
we soon realized that the Russian
armed might was so great that it
was only a matter of time before it
would be turned against us.

Himmler at the height ol his
power attending a Nazi rally.




U.S. 9TH AND 1ST ARMIES LAUNCH
A POWERFUL OFFENSIVE ACROSS
THE ROER RIVER

23 February 1945

American troops entering Dueren on 23 February.

The American offensive was preceded by 45-minute  German troops counter-attacking in the Roer sector.
bombardment of enemy defences with 1,000 guns. Meanwhile Hitler proclaimed from Berlin: “This day I
prophesy the final victory of the German Reich!™




VOLKSSTURM SENT TO THE
EASTERN FRONT

From a Volkssturm unit near Guben on the Neisse :

On 21 February, just after we had left our quarters iu the,
Hindenburg School, the school building was hit by a shell. As we
crossed the town and made tor the village of Gross-Besen, we were
struck by the change. The evacnation had apparently begun. The
town was being shelled from the hills in the East. We reached Gross-
Besen, 4 km down the Neisse from Guben, without any losses. Here
onr company, which had been reduced to 50 men, was ordered to
defend the left bank of the river. We dug in, and next day we could
see that the Russians had occupied the airfield across the river.
Although the Russians did not attack in force, they fired at everyone
who showed his head, and we did likewise. In the first few days,
several of us were killed or wonnded by grenades. On 26/2 we were
reinforeed by infantrymen, who extended onr position. Our company
had to fetch the necessary material at night, and was also ordered
to build a trench from Gross-Besen to our post. The Russians kept

us under constant fire.

Volkssturm men in action.

Children coming to the rescue of the Fatherland.




ALLIED MILITARY GOVERNMENT
IN OCCUPIED AREAS

PROCLANMATION TO THE GERMAN PEOPLE

I, General Dwight D. Eisenhower, Supreme Commander, Allied
Lxpeditionary force, do hereby proclaim as follows:

I'he Allied torces serving under my commaund have now entered
Germany. We come as conquerors, but not as oppressors. In the area
ol Germany occupied by the forces under my command, we shall
obliterate Nazism and German militarism, overthrow Nazi rule,
dissolve the Nazi Party, and abolish the cruel, oppressive, aud dis-
criminatory laws and institutions which the Party has created. We
shall cradicate that German militarism which has so often disrupted
the peace of the world. Military and party leaders, the Gestapo, and
others suspected of crimes and atrocities will be tried, and, if guilty,
punished as they deserve

Supreme legislative, judicial, and executive authority and powers
within the occupied territory are vested i me as Supreme Com-
mander and Military Governor, and the Military Government is
established to exercise these powers under my direction. All persons
in the occupied territory will obey immediately and without question
all enactments and orders of the Military Government. Military
Government courts will be established for the punishment of oftenders.
Resistance to the Allied Forces will be ruthlessly stamped out. Other
serious offences will be dealt with severely.

All German courts and educational institutions within the occupied
territory are suspended. The Folksgerichtshof, the Sondergerichte (the
so-called “People’s Courts™ and “Special Courts” are deprived of
authority throughout the occupied territory. Rcopening of the
criminal and civil courts and educational institutions will be autho-
rised when conditions permit.

All officials are charged with the duty of remaining at their posts
until further orders, and obeying and enforcing all orders or directions
of Military Government or the Allied authorities. This applies also
to officials, emplovees and workers of all public undertakings and
utilities and to all other persons engaged in essential work.

U.S. flag being hoisted in a small village on the Luxem-
bourg border (right). (Below): Eisenhower’s proclama-
tion to the German people being put up.
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PERSEVERE!

Establishment of Flying Courts-Martial in Berlin, 13
February 1945

With the express permission of the SS Reichsfuehirer, the Com-
mander of Army District T1T has made the following arrangements
on the establishment and competenee of Summary Courts in the arca
under his command:

1. Summary Courts for dealing with crimes committed by members
of the Wehrmacht or the Waffen SS will be set up at selected points
in the patrol arca:

2. Summary Courts will only pass sentences of death or grant
acquittals. Cases that do not call for a death sentence, or require
further investigation will be referred to normal courts martial.

3. Summary Courts will have a Welrmacht judge as president and
two soldiers as assessors.

t. By virtue of the powers vested in me by S8 Reichstuehirer and
Commander of the Replacement Army, all seutences passed by a
Summary Court are subjeet to confirmation by me.

5. Such comfirmation must be obtained immediately, if necessary
over the telephone, so that death sentences can be carried out without
delay.

6. Death sentences will be carried out in the vicinity of the Court,
normally by a firing squad, but in the case of particularly base
scoundrels by hanging.

Let no-one think that the Party is so simple or so self-satisfied as
to be insensitive to certain underhand activities lollowing our military
setbacks. In the midst of stormy battles, exerting all its strength,
ordering and moulding the nation’s life, day and night, the Party
keeps a watchful eye on all that happens

I'hough the times scorch the soul of every National Socialist, we
are uncowed, knowing as we do that, by exerting all our power, we
can and will turn the tide . . .

From: Volkssturm, Vol. 4 5, 1645.

Typical scene at a Berlin tram stop (left). (Below = As
Allied bombers continued to take their toll, the populace
tried to rescue what furniture they could. A lorry m

Munich.
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0.8. der Hesresgruppe No r d.
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Der Fihrer

An doo

Oer sir fUr don Vorschlag der Heareso
groppe 2ur vordeingliches Heretellung einer
Verblndung von Kbnlgsberg zur 4. Arsee vorges
legten Bagrindung kann 1ch nicht zvetienes.
Der Obsrbafshisheber der Keiegsearine bat oir
goasldet, daf eins tAgliche Varsorguag Mo 2¢
2 000 t nsch Rossnberg garentisrt serdea Rann,
Do Migltchkett efnse Etsbarce sor Pilley
basteht, ste kean 1o unginstigsten Fell etocn
Ausfall von h¥chatens 1 1/2 Tegen beingen.
Dieses Ristko kenn und euB 1a Kauf gsnoseen
sorden,

Die sichtiqale Aufgabs dor Hesresgruppe
Bord besteht d arin, d1e ofedsrhergestalite
Verbtndung 2stschen Pi11su uad Kintgsberg sut
doc Halbtase) Saeland zu festigen und ssiter
2u verkiirzon, Dssgegeniiber teitt dis an sich
sevinechte Yerbindung 2zetschen Kinigeberg und
des Eraland zurick,

Ich befehle daher:

1.) Oer Angriff auf der Halbinsel Savlend fet
bis zue Erreichen der kirzesten Vers
bindung zeischen Kénigeberg und der

FUEHRER’S ORDER TO ARMY

GROUP NORTH on 27 February 1945

-2- 199

Brokist-Bucht fortzusetzen. Die Moglichkeit
einer Uberraschong durch Voretod sus der
Festung oach Norden ist auszuamtzen,

2.) Dis Frage der Ubeefibrang etner lnf. -Div.
der 4 Aroee nach Koatgeberg 13t 2u prifes,
Dis Ketegsearing ist oseh geklirtsr Efslage
o der Lage, vine Diviston einschl, aller
Fahrzeage 10 8 - o Tageo 2u iberfihesn,

3.) Die jetzige Froot der 4. Areree 131 estler 2u
verietdigen. (o Falle der UbertUhrung einee
Diviston aach Kinfgsberg Xean duBarstenfalls
eine eng begrenzie Begradigung sa der SUd=
front der Arese suf Anlrag vorgenossen o erden.
Die 4.Armes bedilt In Jedee Falls die ent=
schetdends Aufgabe,durch Yertatdigang fhres
Jetzigen Rovees jede Einsirkung voa Siden
Ner suf den Krfegshsfea Pi11gu zu verhfadern,

4.) Das Freluachea von Kedften fir don Kaopt
aus der as 24,2, geseldeten Verpflequagse
stirke von 500 000 Narn eub (n weit geiBeres
AusosB als bisher durchgefihrt werden,

5.) Dsr beantragten uneingeschrinktee Untere
stellung des Volkestures, dee Polized, der
Feldgendarserie, des Zallgrenzachutzes ond
der D T wersag ish nfcht zuzustisses, ln
vertrasensvoller Zussasenarbeit o1t deo Gavs
1atter afnd die fir die Kaopttihrung er-

forderichen NaBnahesn durchxuul;g

Hitler's order contains detailed instructions on how the Koenigsberg—Pillau road, recaptured on 19

February, is to be kept open.

Attacks on the Samland peninsula must be intensified. 4th Army is to hold

on at all costs. Every available man to be released for front-line service.
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23 ich visl unterwsgs var, smusste lir Sokreibem
leider elnige Zalt mnerledigt llegen Bleiben, = Iah Withe,
d1se su entechuldigen, de ich Sie gersde in Ihrer sugem=
bldckliohen lage nicht warten lassen wellte.

lch hate versucht, Ihasr eine Krleichteruag -lbrer
lags sa ersoglichen und den Entsahluse dss Pibrers so
nildern, = Jedoch chne Brfolgs

Job weise nicht, ob ee adglich sein wird, ia eimer
ruhigaren Zeit erneut @Mpden Fuhrer hersnsutretes, Iob
bin sicher, dese ee jedooh bel dem eugonblisklichea
Geschetniseen keloea Rrfolg haben wird,

Und trotedem bitte 1ch Sis, den Mut nlcht su Ter-
lieren, Ich bin foet devon Oberzeugt, dsss se eimse Tages
gelingen vird, lhre Angslegenheiten dem Fhrer socheals
mit mehr Brfalg vorsutragen.

Es tut mir susserordentlich leid, lhnen such keios
begsere Auskunft und keinen besseren Ret geben eu k3nmen
als Generalfeldmarschall Rundstedt, der sicher auch vislee
getan het, ux Ihnen eu belfen.

Vielleacht gibt lanen die Gewissheit, dses 1ch nash
wie vor an Sle und lhre treue Pflichterfullung flir dea
Fuhrer glaube, einen kleinea Trost,

Mit herzliches Gruesen und Heil Hitler
Lot -¥4\
P 1s lhnen ein Ortswechsel lﬂglich (h l M AL
wnd geneimigt wird, wur
pn die hierzu erforderlichen Erlau&m% A(l
cheine cr ?e.cmbnhn usw. beeorgen und ¢ ant
&m ! der Durchfy hnng der Relse
{lich eeln = Ich bitte S l,l.lc.ll
'm vissen se luun, Sie

WITHDRAWAL OF WEHRMACHT
FIELD HQ IN THE EAST

Supreme Command of the German Army

WEFSt/Qu2 No. 002005/45 K
Fuehrer’'s Headquarters, 26/2/45

Re: Withdrawal from territory threatened by the enemy.

Withdrawals of Wehrmacht command posts in enemy-
threatened territory will be subject to the following
conditions:

Within the territories under the command of our Army
Groups in the East, the transfer of all command posts to
the rear requires the express permission of the Supreme
Commander of the Army Group as chief territorial
officer of the Wehrmacht.

In the West, permission will be given by Supreme
Commander Western Army. Outside the territory con-
trolled by the various Army Groups, all withdrawals of
military establishments are proscribed on principle.

signed: Keitel.

Albert Speer, Minister of Armaments, expressing his
regret that he cannot obtain the reinstatement of General
Zeitzler, Chief of the General Staff, whose devotion to
the Fuehrer is unquestioned.
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Volkssturm men securing a strect-crossing.

[ NINTIN 1:-noitandefache ﬁn
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T ]
S Bverder Heereagruppe N 1 t t o

Ofe sowjetiache Fiilhrung hat nach des Fehlschlagen
des raschen CurchstoBes uber Oder und Lausitzer
Nei8es nach Westen edeh unter starkem Uagruppieren
offenbar entschlossen, durch Angriff 1n sid iche
und sidvestlicher Richtung die deutschen Kra fte
{n Schlesien {n die schie sisch-bohaischen iande
gebirgs zurtickzuverfen, ua dauf? jede 3edrohung
der tiefen Sidflanke auszuschalten. Die schnelle
Inbesitznahae der Industriegebiete ua “fahr,Ostrsu
und Taldenburg wird dabel glefchzeitiq verfolgt.

s 1st Aufqabe der Hesresgruppe Mitte, unter
vendigen Zinsatz der zugefuhrten Panzerverbinde
in begrenzten OffensivstiBen die plana?3ige Bee
reitstellung des Feindes zua GroBangrif{ {smer
wieder zu zerschlagen. Hierzu sties} twhdwa fur
die ereten Yirz-Tage biabsichtlghn Angritf der
Heerssgruppe beiderseits Lauban zu.

Nach dea Frelkidspfen der Uber Lauban auf Hirschs
berg frihrenden Oahn 1st der Ksapf der Heeress
gruppe Hitte s0 zu fihren, da8 ehne jeden Zeits
verluet ait starken Kriften zum Entsatz der
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Gocebbels in recaptured Lauban.
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Festung Breelav angegriffen T Ve
bt e - um-.m.m,««-m-&..m-t’ Oder-Lint
Oppeln - Breslau zu—sedaen, -fesoreu couin 1k Cr.

4.) Die Aowehr an der Laueitzer NeiBe fst durch
Elnsatz etarker Flgk-Verbinde und durch Auss
schpfen sller nur denkbaren Aushilfen so zu
festigen, dass auch nach Yegzug der Eingref f=
verbinde dis erfolgreiche Verteidigung dieees
Abschnittes gesihrleistet bletbt, 'g\/

Teleprinter message from Operational Division to Ger-
man Army Group Centre. The enemy counter-offensive
must be stopped and Breslau must be relieved. All
available forces to be thrown into the operation.

GERMAN COUNTER-OFFENSIVE
AT LAUBAN IN SILESIA 1 5 March 1945
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Canadian troops preparing to attack Weeze. (Weeze and Crefeld fell on 2 March.)

Allied troops advancing in the wake of a flame-thrower
attack. German Volkssturm prisoners.




U.S. 9TH AND

JANADIAN IST ARMIES
LINK UP BETWEEN THE
RIVERS MAAS AND
RHINE

3 March 1945

General Eisenhower’s non-
fraternization order

By Erunest Leiser, Stars and Stripes
Staff Writer

On 5 March, at the beginning of a
three-week lull before what was to be the
final death blow at the Wehrmacht, a
Stars and Stripes dispatch from the Rhine-
land said that Gen. Eisenhower’s orders
forbidding fraternization were getting
their first real test.

“Today, in the 25-mile wide Roer
Rhine strip,” the dispatch read, “the
minor problems of Aachen have sud-
denly become big ones. In many towns
civilians cluster round U.S. soldiers, just
as they did in liberated countries. Most
of them seem determined to make

friends . . . Soldiers react quickly when

they meet friendly people, especially if

the people are pretty young girls. Some
soldiers though objectively agreeing that
fraternization is wrong, subjecuvely long
tor non-G1 companionship. Some others
don’t ¢are. To them non-fraternization
is just a brass-imposed problem, they say,
and they’ll fraternize so long as they think
there is a good chance they won't get
caught. There are a great many Ger-
mans around. At the moment they are
friendly and the soldicrs are lonely. The
enforcement of the rule, for a while at
least, will be lax.” The article concluded :
“Thus non-fraternization will be, in
considerable measure, an individual
problem. How the GIs work out the
problem for themselves may prove to be
the acid test for the non-fraternization

order.”

73 March

U.S. wroops in Blatzheim, on the road leading to Cologne.

Germans resisting in an isolated pocket.

Ninth Army officers discussing the next attack.
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GENERAL DE GAULLE CALLS FOR
RHINE CROSSING 4 March 1945

General de Gaulle’s views on the stralegic and tactical
JSactors influencing a Rhine crossing by the French First
Army

On March ¢ I reccived General de Lattre in Paris and explained that
for reasons of nattonal interest his army must cross the Rhine. De
Lattre asked nothing better but observed and rightly —that his
sector, lying opposite the mountainous Black Forest region for its
entire length along the right bank, was poorly equipped to cffect a
crossing by fo I'he operation would be a hazardous one against
an cnemy occupying the lortifications of the Siegfried Line in the
valley and entrenched in dominating positions further to the rear:
particu * since the Allied command was going to allocate the
French forces only a minimum of munitions.

Furthermore, even if our men succeeded in surmounting this first
obstacle, they would then have to penetrate a most diflicult region,
rising in successive ramparts of peaks and forests and ill-suited for
manocuvring and strategy

“On the other hand,” de Lattre pointed out, “once the French
front is enlarged towards the north to include both Lauterbourg and
Speyer along the Rhine, we shall have betier prospects. Actually, my
army would find an advantageous base in this arca, the right bank
would be relatively casy to reach, and once the river was crossed, my
left wing would be able to drive through the Plorzheim gap towards
Stuttgart and hypass the natural fortress of the Black Forest on the
north and east.” Preparing in advance arguments which he drew
trom comradeship as well as from tactics in order to convince the
Allied command, de Lattre assured me that in the next few days he
would extend his sector as far as Speyer.

Furthermore, as frequently happens in arguments among allies,
the enemy himself was to make matters easicr for us. On March 7,
General Bradley’s troops had seized the bridge at Remagen, between
Coblenz and Bonn, astonishingly enough still intact, and had im-
mediately assured a bridgehead on the right bank. Consequently the
Germans now opposed us on the lefi bank below Coblenz with only
scattered resistance, and by the twelfth the Allies had reached the
Rhine everywhere norih of the Mosclle. But south of this river the
situation was not the same. The vast Saar salient remained in German
hands. The enemy, covered on his right by the course of the Mosclle,
held the Siegfried Line along the Treves-Saarbruecken Lauterbourg
front, which was deeper and better fortified in this sector than in any
other. Before he could bring his new army groups to the right bank,
General Eisenhower would first have to hquidate this pocker. The
battle was to be a hard one: although the French First Army was
not asked 1o do so, since the engagement occurred outside its normal
zone, it nevertheless found means of participating, operating along
the Rhince on the Americans’ right and also scizing, on the river’s
Palatine bank, the desired base ol operations from which to invade
Baden and Wurtemberg.

General Jean de
Lattre de Tas-
signy, Comman-
der of the French
1st Army.




Volkssturm man lying in wait for Soviet tanks.

ROKOSSOVSKI AND ZHUKOV
REACH THE BALTIC COAST
4 March 1945

IWhoever refuses to fight will be rubbed out

Fight like Red Indians, attack like lions! Be cunning! Fire untl
vou have spent your last cartridge, unal the last blow! v trick to
hold your position and to beat the Bolshevik is good and fair. There is
no turning back. Whoever refuses to fight and runs away will be rubbed
out! Kill all cowards, wise-acres and pessimists!

I'he District Leader of Koenigsberg
on 2 March 1g435.

< Graudenz capitulates on 6 March.
Soviet troops advance on Koeslin.w
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Siéhenwﬁbhige Abwehrschlacht um Osipreufien gewonnen

Eine siolze Bilanz im OKW-Berichi: In hervorragenden Wallenlalen uchi Sowjelermeen widerslanden
Durchbruch zur Hatfkiisie vereitalt 1 Verluste des Feindes: 275000 Maan, 1721 Panzer, 2121 Ceschilze

Official Nazi paper reporting “‘successes™ in E. Prussia on 11 March 1945, shortly before the encirclement
of Danzig.

German soldiers in the Pyritz sector. The town was taken by the Red Army on 4 March.
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Pihrerhauptquartier, den 28.?0br.1945

&M'IF ‘&- //l/j M " r 1,¢3‘
Bo/Ur.

3

Vermerk firPg. Priedriche
und Pg. Ir. Klopfer

Betrifft: Verstirkung der kiimpfenden Truppe.

1. RFSS. Himmler sagts mir am geetrigen Abend, der Pihrer
habe genelmigt, da3 er 6.000 Jungene des Jahrgangs 1929
zur Verstirkung seiner hintersten Verteidigungslinie
herangzoge.

2. AuBordem hebs der Pihrer, wie mir ja genau bekannt sei,
ingwiechen die probeweiee Aufstellung einss Frauen-
Bataillons genehmigt.

Die Frauem sollen so rasch wie mglich tadsllos ausge-
bildet werdsn.

Aufstellung des Prouenbataillons in Verbindung ait der
Reiochsfrauenftihrung.

Bewihrt sich dieses Frauenbataillon, eollen sofort weitere
cufgostellt werden.
Bormann calling for 6,000 boys of the 1929 class and

for the setting up of a woman’s battalion—with the
Fuehrer’s permission.
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One of the last postage stamps issued by the “Greater
German Reich”. **A nation rises up in arms”. ~ The food
supply goes from bad to worse. Ration cards are no longer
honoured in many places.
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THE CLASS OF

1929 CALLED UP

5 March 1945

L}

“Hundreds of thousands of lads like him . . .

From a speech by Secretary of State Werner Naumann on 23
March 1945 in Munich :

A 12-year-old German boy approached a Canadian
soldier and begged him for chocolate in broken English.
I can just imagine the soldier replying: ““Hallo boy, here,
chocolate, chocolate”. And according to Reuter, the
foolish Canadian began to rummage in his pockets. At
this moment, the boy drew a pistol and shot the Canadian
in the stomach. That, they claimed, was all you can
expect of Germany’s youth. Demoralized and wild. All
I can say is: give us hundreds of thousands of lads like
him, and we shall win the war!

Playing fast and loose with the “Flower of the

Nation™

On g March 1945, Erich Kaestner made the following entry in
his diary (Notabene 45):

Today’s leading article in the Voelkischer Beobachter has
been perpetrated by one Lt. Karl Heinz Stockhausen.
Ye¢t heis not the real criminal. He is only a bloody puppet.
He can neither write nor think, but that is not his fault.
Perhaps he is a young hero. In any case he is quite green.
The real wire-pullers, who have long since taken to their
heels or put an end to their miserable lives, have told him
that all is fair so long as it helps to postpone the end.

“Our young soldiers”, the article is headed. Karl
Heinz —strains of ye good old student corps days— writes:
“Young soldiers, remember you have nothing to lose!
Or do any of you really believe that life under a hail of
enemy bombs, in panie fear of the enemy’s barbarities is
worth preserving? The enemy wages war remorselessly!
He, too, has thrown boys into batte. But these boys,
who have had their wits dulled by Bolshevism from an
carly age and who have grown up as a herd of sheep,
cannot hold a candle to you, who have proved your fine
mettle in the Hitler Youth!”

And so, although they know it all is to no avail, the
Nazis get one adolescent to incite the rest. Could anyone
beat them at their game of playing fast and loose with the
“flower of the nation”? They remind 17-year-old boys
of their days in the Hitler Youth. But they keep discreetly
silent about the Hitler Youth Division, because it is no
more. It was armed with anti-tank mines, meant to stick
to Russian armounr. The mines were a fiasco. They refused
to stick to anything. And so the children had to run
beside the steel juggernauts and press the explosives
against the wall until they and the tanks were both blown
sky-high . . .

Fifteen-year-old German “soldiers” in captivity. Young-
sters found the collapse of a world built on lies particularly
hard to bear.
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Film still of street-fighting in Cologne. The cathedral can
be seen mn the background.

THE FALL OF COLOGNE
6 March 1945

The Remagen Bridge
By Milton Shulman

7 March had seen a splendid coup de main by a few enterprising men
of the U.S. 1st Armv, who, seizing the chance of a moment, rushed
the Dbridge at Remagen and unexpectedly provided the Allies with
their first bridgehead across the Rhine. This stroke disorganised the
Germans and drew olf forces waiting 1o oppose the massive blow
impending to the north. A\ small armoured spearhead of the gth U.S.
Armour Division, reaching the crest of a hill overlodking Remagen,
was astonished to sce below it still standing and apparently un-
damaged. the Ludendorft railway bridge spanning the Rhine. With
the dash and courage of men who make history, an American platoon
charged mto the town and made its way 0 the bridge. Hardly had
they reached it when two of the demolition charges exploded. damag-
ing the easternmost span of the bridge but leaving the roadway
intact. Despite these warnings the American mfantry continued on
over the bridge, while engineers quickly cut the wires controlling the
remaining charges. At lour o'clock that afternoon 1st U.S. Army had
crossed the Rhine!

Under pain of death, a special  German, engincer regiment had
been made responsible for seeing that the bridge was blown up before
the Americans threatened it. But, as in the case of General Schlemm
in the Reichswald, no bridge was to be demolished too soon, since
fleceing German units would otherwise be cut ofl from their final
escape route. At Cologne a bridge prepared for demolition had been
prematurcly blown up by bombs lalling in the neighbourhood, and
as a result a large German force had been trapped and captured west
of the river. It had therefore been ordered that no charge was to be
placed on a bridge until the very last moment . . . Surprised and
dumbfounded, the Germans watched the Americans pouring across
the Rhine, too helpless to do anything but gape

Flower 81

Ihe intact Ludendorfl Bridge near Remagen. The
German officers who failed to blow it up were executed.



First U.S. ARMY CROSS THE
RHINE NEAR REMAGEN

7 March 1945

“Brad, we've gotten a bridge!”
By General O. Bradley

Suddenly my phone rang. It was Hodges calling from
Spa.

“Brad,” he called, with more composure than the good
news warranted, “Brad, we’ve gotten a bridge.”

“A bridge? You mean you’ve got one intact on the
Rhine?”

“Yep,” Hodges replied, “Leonard nabbed the one at
Remagen before they blew it up

“Hot dog, Courtney,” I said, “this will bust him wide
open. Are you getting your stuff across?”

“Just as fast as we can push it over,” he said. “Tubby’s
got the Navy moving in now with a ferry service and I'm
having the engineers throw a couple of sparc pontoon
bridges across to the bridgehead.”

I pulled the long lead wire from my phone over
towards the map-board. “Shove everything you can
across it, Courtney,” I said, “‘and button the bridgchead
up tightly. I'll probably take the other fellow a couple
of days to pull enough stuff together to hit you.™




Before the Germans could counter-attack, the American bridgehead was extended and further troops
were rushed across the river.

AMERICANS IN BONN
8 March 1945
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NACHRICHTEN 532

TRUPPE

Eisenhower geht iiber

T den Rhei
IR en Rhein
““"w-;‘m; Starke USA-Krafte fassen auf
g NS dem rechten Ufer Fuss
oy o Koblenz DER schwerste Schlag gegen die Verteidigung des Reiches im Westen

seit der Landung der Alliierten in der Normandie ist jetzt am Rhein
“News for the Troops' reporting U.S. Rhine crossing.

Bonn and Bad Godesberg in U.S. hands (8 March).

American soldiers streaming through Remagen on thei
way across the Rhine.



HEROES® DAY. HITLER VISITS THE EASTERN FRONT

The Himmler Kersten Agreement on Concentration Camp
Prisoners

On 12 March 1945 Himmler, in a darkened room of the
SS Sanatorinm at Hohenlychen, signed the following agree-
ment in the presence of Kersten and Brandt. Himmler himseif
added the heading:

Agreement in the name of humanily

was decided:

. That concentration camps will not be blown up.

. On the approach of Allied troops, a white flag will be

hoisted.

. No more Jews will be killed, and Jews will be treated

like other prisoners.

. Sweden is allowed to send food parcels to individual

Goering representing Hitler at the celebrations in Berlin,
at about the same time that 21,000 German soldiers were
being marched off into captivity at the Rhine. In Hitler’s Signcd Himmler

order on the occasion of “Heroes’ Day”, we can read: Kersten § Hintmlcos| physiaian
“In history, only those fall by the wayside who have been
judged and found wanting . . .”

Jewish prisoners.
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On “Heroes' Dayv’’. Hiter saw fit to neglect his onerous duties as Supreme Commander and visited his

troops in the Oder sector.



GENERAL WEISS BECOMES
C.-IN-C. ARMY GROUP NORTH

12 March 1945

Fighting has again flared up outside Stettin. Soviet attempts to break
through the defence belt in the S. sector have been frustrated, after minor
advanees by the enemy. 59 Soviet tanks have been destroyed.

The Kolberg garrison, effectively supported by the Navy, is holding out
against overwlhelming enemy torces.

In W. Prussia, our troops have been able to resist strong enemy pressure
S.E. of Braunsberg and S.W. of Koenigsberg in continuous heavy battles
Our troops have breached the enemy front in several places, thus repulsing

the Soviet offensive. 146 of the 200 Soviet tanks thrown into the attack have

been destroyed. German fighters have shot down 30 enemy planes in heavy 3
General Weiss, the new Commander of
East Prussia.

air battles.

On 12 March, Sovict troops captured Kuestrin, while heavy battles continued round the German Oder-
bridgechead near Stettin. The photograph shows German anti-aircralt guns arriving at the Oder.



U.S. medical orderly rendering first-aid to German prisoners captured by U.S. 7th Army.
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Troops of U.S. 3rd Army crossing the NMoselle S.W. of Coblenz, while U.S. 7th Armmy launches Operation
“Overtone’” against the Steglried defences.

ot
*eaasn

Constant Allied air-attacks underniined the morale of the retreating German army.

U.S. 3RD ARMY CROSSES THE
MOSELLE NEAR COBLENZ

15 March 1945

From the Wehrmacht bulletin of 16 March 1945 :

The batde between the rivers Moselle, Saar and Rhine continues.
South of Bad Muenster-am-Stein, enemy armour has been stopped
by our reserves. In the Bad Kreuznach sector, the enemy tried to
tighten his hold 1o the E. and S.W. but was opposed by German
reinforcements brought into the area. In S. Hunsrueek, on the lower
and middle Saar, the battle continues against enemy forces advancing
trom the N.W., particularly in the Birkenfeld scetor. Near Saar-
bruccken and on cither side of Magenau, cnemy pressure has abated,
but N.E. of Saargemuend our defences are under hicavy attack,

Lixtensive attacks by American tervor-planes have caused wide-
spread damage o Reich territory, and especially 1o villages in
I'huringia and Saxony. British planes have dropped bombs on several
towns in Rhienish Westphaha during davlight auacks. Ac night,
Berlin and Nuremberg were raided by strong British formations.

Alter an air raid on a Palatine village. >

87 March
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Frankfurt-on-Oder is turned into a fortified town. The garrison commander supervising the erection of a

tank barrier.
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German soldiers and foreign auxiharies advancing under the protection of the town walls.

GERMAN DEFENSE ON THE ODER
AND SOVIET OFFENSIVE IN
SILESIA

15 March 1945

Getrotme Kommandoladre  ETIMUTF

OKH H.Qu. OKH, den 16.3.45
GonStdH / Op Abt (1a) 'ZS?
P Nur durch Offizler!

e, Y40414 145 g.K.Chets. ntvurfsausfertiqungen
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An
den Oberbefehlshaber der H.Gr. Waichsel,
Herrn Retighsfihrer SS Hinuw ler

nachr.: Gend H b Relchssarschall uOb d L
Y0 GenStdi b 0 K W /WFSt

Neisung

fur die Vorbereftung der Absehrschlacht an dsr

unteren Oder.

1.) Die vor der Front der H.Gr. Weichsel gemachten
Feststellungen lassen darauf schliefen, dab 1n
nichster Zeit oit dem GroBangriff des Gegners
iber die Oder {u Abschnitt Guben - Frankfurt/0.
- Kiistrin - Greifehagen mit Schwerpunkt aus
den bestehenden Oderbriickenkdpfen nirdl, Franke
furt/0. und beiderseits Kistrin zu rechaen ist,

2.) Mhufqabs der H.6r. Weichsel ist es, alle fir die
Fiihrung der Abwehrschlacht erforderlichen NaBe
nahoen ge=e~den mindlich gegebenan Weisungen
vorzubereften. Bis zum Beginn der Abwehrschlacht
kozat es darauf an, die erkannten Angriffsvors
bereftungen
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isdarses =t chesdsecn-0gioh s ' 7 ey s
hobbon zu stiren m 2u zer-s::hlagen.’(/_’2 ) . s o ‘ﬂ
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General Staft Memo to Himmler: Army Group Vistula,  Foreign aunxiliaries in house-to-house fights. Soviet spear-
under Himmler’s command, must prepare to meet a  heads meet in Neustadt on 18 March 1g45.
major Soviet thrust across the Oder.




COBLENZ,
WORMS,
KAISER-
LAUTERN
AND SAAR-
BRUECKEN
FALL TO
THE
AMERICANS

18-20 March 1945

General Patch, Commander of
U.S. 7th Army.

German defenders in Lueben. U.S. soldiers storming a village.

Spearheads of the U.S. grd and 7th Armies effecting a junction. The Frankfurt-Cologne Autobahn is cut.
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Copy of Allied pamphlet dropped in the guise of a special edition of the Voelkischer Beobachter, the official

Nazi paper.
Siberia, that the Nazis are the sole can
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Allied Operations in the Rhineland from |
8 February to 21 March 1945

) W
r=w=1 7
— — >
_ {
= =———c—
e ——
- — & Y2
o —
- — “ ©
== ) |
B —
— T\ Q //
- 4 = )
_
— e
= ~ (L Army Group H
e = - )
AMSTERDAM — @ \) Blaskowitz
> D
) —= @ [8Feb 10March
— . ) 53 000 prisoners
= \‘ < Nymegend —
— k/‘\

= )
Vs N Tilburg o Cagegiel‘st\r’:«%

- e S N Vi V0
= el v Brit. 2nd Army\/ us. O Essen
L O Dempsey  Jath Aim
=— 21st Army Group = Army Group B
(\ Montgomery 23 Feb -10 March Model
N (26th Division) 86000 pri
w \ prisoners
i &
o -
\) < 10 — 21 March
P G 9000 prisoners
—- T
.
/
4 Coblenz Army Group G
© Amiens (\ /

Hausser
-~

13 - 21 March
120000 prisoners

12th Army Group
Bradley
(241h Division) Sedan

U.S. 3rd Army
Patton

o Rheims
\ U.S. 7th Army Karisruhe
) Patch <
18401
. ; \ ( O Stuttgart
. { \\ Strasbourg

6th Army Group
Devers

(21st Division) e I Armv

de Tassigny

r~ J
=  German line on 8 Feb 45 l R
&
/ 7
— German hine on 21 Mar 45 / /
/7 !
QZzmzd Siegined defences (West Wall) oL ‘I__\
/ = ~
1330t Allied dead // S W I T ZERLAND ST~
-
0 100 km s
e B i (
0 62 miles (
3

March 02



Allied airborne troops on their way to the East (top).
Right: Grave of a German airman shot down near the
Rhine on 21 March.

MONTGOMERY'S 21ST ARMY
GROUP CROSSES THE RHINE
NEAR WESEL

24 March 1945

Three Commanders of the 215t Army Group, {rom left 1o
right: Field-Marshal Montgomery, C.-in-C.: Major-
General John B. Andersen (U.S. 16th Army Corps) and
extreme right) General W. H. Simpson 1 U.S. gth Army

.

v

-
e




The British 6th and U.S. 17th Airborne Divisions, in the biggest airborne operation of the war, succeeded
. . /‘ ~ . i .
in landing great numbers of men and masses of supplies across the Rhine, at about 10 a.m. on 24 March

1945

“Several Gliders were burning briskly . ..

by Lieutenant-Colonel . C. Watts, R.A.M.C.

A few parachutes failed to open, and one such landed
a few feet away, the container, about four feet long and
eightecen inches across, burying half its length in the
ground with a squelchy thud. The landing zone looked
rather like a fairground in process of closing down, the
discarded parachutes resembling strung tents, and all the
litter of war lying around. Only the still figures of the
dead gave an air of grim reality to the scene. Several
gliders were burning briskly, having been caught in a
burst of machine-gun fire on landing, which had ignited
the petrol in the jeep inside. The British glider was a
better proposition than the American Waco, which was
of fabric over a steel framework. If it crashed the occu-
pants were trapped in a case, whereas the British Horsa,
being of wood, could be quickly chopped through,
although this was usually unnecessary, as i1t tended to
fall apart.

I saw one burnt-out Waco with the charred bodies of

the occupants, the whole looking for all the world as if
some monster had set a birdcage on a bonfire.

Allied airborne troops suflered many casualties . . . »

<€ A wounded soldier of the U.S. 17th Airborne Division.

I —



British troops crossing the Rhine at dawa on 24 March.

From the German High Command communiqué of 25 March 1945

On the Rhine front, between Rees and Dinslaken, our troops are
fighting a heavy defensive battle against the attac king British 2nd
\rmy and parts of the U.S. gth Army. In several scctors, the enc my,
who has suffered heavy casualtics, was able to cross the Rhine and to
break our main line. On ecither side of Wesel, where heavy sireet
fighting is taking place, our troops were successful in throwing the
cnemy hack to the baunks of the Rhine.

Yesterday morning, British airborne troops landed to the rear of
our positions in the Lower Rhine sector. Our units were able to shoot
down 50 of the 121 transport gliders before they could land, and then
launched an attack on the troops that had landed. Yesterday at noon,
the Americans also landed strong airhorne contingents between the
Lower Lippe and the Lower Roer and these, 100, were attacked from
several quarters.

German alert. The last great battle in the West is about
to begin.
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Scottsh troops disembarking near Wesel, on the east bank of the Rhine.

CHURCHILL ON THE RHINE 24 March 1945

Churchill, Lord Alanbrooke and MNontgomery on the
German soldiers killed during an air attack. Rhine.
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Confidential letter by the mayor of Stuttgart explaining
what arrangements he is making for running the town in

case of Allied occupation, and asking that Werwolf

members be instructed not to look upon his arrangements
as a betrayal of the Fuehrer.

AMERICANS BEFORE CRAILSHEIM
AND IN N. WURTEMBERG

Early April 1945

“Crailsheim back in our hands™

Condensed from U.S. Divisional History

On 7 April Hankin's armonred group was able to improve its
position in Crailsheim by occupying Ingersheim, Altenmuenster and
the airfield nearby. On 8 April, it hecamne clear that the Germans had
recovered from the shock of onr sudden tank advance on Crailsheim
At daybreak, they lannched the first of many severe attacks. After
sreliminary mortar fire, 600 S8 engineers attacked from the N.E., E.

. S.E. The N.E. column was quickly beaten back. The two -ylhu
wttacks were more successful: they overvan our perimeter and advanced
o the edge of the town. It was only toward noon that the attackers
could be beaten back alter suftering heavy losses. Some of our heavy
tanks wentin pursuit and occupied Attenmuenster for the second time,
but returned to Crailsheim during the night. Another contingent
combed Ingersheim for enemy soldiers: a third occupied the airfield.
By noon, Crailsheim was back in our hands.

SHAEF announced on 10 April 1945 that the S. Crailsheim
spearhead had been extended despite heavy enemy pressure
Further west, Alhed (roops threw the enemy back o the
Kocher. There was heavy street-lighting in Hellbronn. South
of Karlsruhe, the Germans were holding out in the Sieglried
& nees, In the Rulir pocket, Allied troops entered the N W
precinets ol Essen, reached Tirschberg and captured Mes-
chede.

Volkssturm men reporting tor duty in N. Wurtetnberg. »

Crailsheim in
times in about the middle of April.

N. Wurtemberg changed hands several



Red Army operations in
East Prussia
13 January-26 April 1945
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THE FINAL BATTLE FOR
KOENIGSBERG

6 April 1945

Gun fire from all sides

Major Lewinski, 192nd Grenadier Regiment, reporting on an
attempt to break oul of Koenigsberg during 810 April 19.45.
Atabout 2 a.m. we drew up with the reinforced 192nd on our right
and the remnants of the 1715t on our left. Before us lay a railway
cutting  the line from Central to North Station. We quickly overran
the Russian outposts, and advanced into the cemetery. Here we ran
into our lirst bit of trouble. Fire from all sides, together with salvoes
rained down on us. What with barbed wirc

from “‘Stalin-organs™

tences and so many paths, we lound it extremely difficult to make our
way across this difficult terrain. Our only guide was a Russian loud-
speaker van to our right, which kept pouring a stream of propaganda
to the night . . . Atfter clearing the fence at the edge of the cemetery,
we kept to the left. Here we separated from Major Harmann, who took
his gunners straight on. After some time, however, he realized that
there was no escaping in that direction, and he returned to Koenigs-
berg.

Suddenly we found ourselves on Holsteiner Dam, on the banks ol

the Pregel. 1t had grown damnably light, but we had no choice, and
50 on we went along the Dam in a westerly direction. There were still
some 40-50 of us. Many liad been lost in the cemetery. We went past

Russian-occupied houses unnoticed, but then our scouts were spotted

near the granaries. All hell was let loose in no time at all. They fired at
us from every window and from the opposite bank of the river, as well.
Firing back in all directions, we withdrew to the edge of the granaries,
and then turned off to the right. We dared not continue along the
Dam, for meanwhile the whole area had been alerted and we could
not possibly get by. It was 5 a.m. now, and visibility was fairly good
despite the morning mists.
Crossing the flooded marsh area between Moditten and Gross

Holstein, we managed to break through during the night of g April,
after hiding in the marshes thronghout the day. Nearby, there was

another group of some 20 men with a few officers of the 1715t Regiment,

gone into action just before we did. Their attempt o break out had
failed: only a few isolated groups and light guns had got through.
Major-General Sudau had fallen soon after the attack near the Luisen
Kirche.

During the day, we could see a dying city, veiled in smoke and fire,
into which the fiery trails of the heavy guns tore fresh wounds time and
again. From isolated spots we could still hear the clacking of odd ma-
chine guns, until finally the last sounds of battle were stilled. At dusk,
there were only the black clouds and the uncanny red glow of the

smoke rising over the dead city . . .

Guards of the grd White Russian Front entering Koenigsberg on 8 April.




Soviet operations during the capture of Koenigsberg (6-9 April 1945)
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KOENIGSBERG CAPITULATES

9 April 1945

General  Lasch, the

Koenigsberg.  Hitler
sentenced  him 1o
death n absentia and
had his family
arrested.

5220 pm.: < Ammunition gone, stores destroyed . . .

Under concentrated artillery fire, our breakout attempt failed
despite initial successes, and we suffered heavy casnalies . . .

This failure decided the foriress commandant 10 avoid further
senseless tosses and 1o capitulate in the morning of g April, by which
tume it had become clear that there was no prospect of relief from
outside. Some of the units had become completely demoralized, and
one Regiment of 367th Infantry Division had gone over to the cnemy.

Nevertheless the fighting continued throughout the day. At 5:20
p-m. the Commander broadcast his last message : “Ammunition gone,
stores desttoved.” In the evening, General Lasch succeeded in re-
establishing contact with the Russian command. Shortly after mid-
night, he signed the capitulation of the fortress, and was marched oft
to a prison camp. The rest of the 61st Infantry Division did not lay
down arms until 6:30 a.m. on 10 April. During the honourable
surrender, the Russians at first allowed all officers to retain their arms.
According 10 Russian estimates, more than 27,000 German soldiers
were captured in Koenigsberg.

From: Beitrdage zur Militar und Kriegsgeschichte
Contributions to Military and War History) Jal. )"

Beheint

Ac 1.} B.Gr. Sud
2. :.gr. :zn. N $sp
- «Or. sichee
i. H.Or. Kurland (2) 2125
5.0 ADK . Octpreugen
§.) ¥dt.Feat.Ber. Oot
7.) Edt.Feet.Her. Sidost

aur sofortigen Bekarntzede an alle Feet.Kdt.

1.) Die Peatung Precburg 1st nach 2 Tagen Kampf gefallen,
Die Zestung wer‘gut a.ezebeut, mit Pestungotruppen und Armiernagae
maffen verhultrniexsdig reichlioh a.eseetattet.
\ Dis Bevorratung mit Leberemittela und Munition war auch fur lnger
duuercdea Grokaapf suersict

Az 1. und 2.4, bat der Rusee den duleren und inn:ren 7erteidigungse
ring durohbdrooken .nd nle Steat genomaen.

Der Feet.Kdt. het eich mit den Restieilen eeiner Besatzung entgegen
caz eusdiruck.leten Befenl des vorgesetzten Div.Kdr. von der Peet.
eugeectit, Der Feot,Kdt, Oberet Frhr. Ohlen zu Adlerecrun 1e% wegea
Ungehoreans zum Tode verurteil* worden,

2.) Die Peetung E¥aigeverg ist durch cen Fest.Kdt. General der Iafante-
rie Lasch dex Peinde ubergeban morden. Dor Feet.EKdt. hat mit dea
Bolechenisten Verhanilungen cufgeaonnen, den Kampf voreeitig adge-

ﬂ Sroohea und kspituliert. Die Kampffuhrung der vornergehenden Tage
1{e8 sohon den Widerstandewillen der Fuhrung eus Xampf bie sum Lets-
ten vernisesn. 47.000 Mann Beseatrung, eine grode Zahl sa Prwuea und
Hindern, groSe Lager an Lebensmitteln und Munition eind in die NAnde
des feindes 3efallen,

Der Fest.K2%, von Konigeberg, Gen.d.Inf, Lasch, het die dsutecbs
Soldatenehre geschandet, Er wurde zux Todo verurteilt,

Auf Grand des sohmdhlichen und landesverreteriechen Verhaltens dse

Komoandsaten von Kinigsberg, lee ehemaligen General der Inf. Laseh,

het der Puhrer nonhmals befohlent

1.) Xilitirieche Befshlshsher ale Kommansanten von Standortes, die
die Autforderung tur Yoergede an dea Feind nioht mit Ksapf bis
sur leteten Petrune deantvorten, (bea Verret an der Varteidi-
gung dee Reinohes und gehed der kriegsgerichtiiohan Aburteilung
wegen feiger Puergede sa deu Feind entgegen.

Hiter’s order to all fortress commanders 10 fight to the
last cartridge.

last Commander of

Koenigsberg after the battle.

Kocnigsherg: German soldiers being led into captivity.
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U.S. grd Army reaching the Elbe, south of Magdeburg, on 11 April
“News for the Troops” reporting American advance on Magdeburg from the Elbe. One day earlier, Admiral Doenitz
had declared: “Within a year at the latest, but probably still in 1945, Europe will come to realize that Adolf Hitler
is the only great European statesman . . .”
Nr. 361, Donnerstag
12, April 1945
g o
An Braunschweig FINMTTT) (R
S, ) 4
. Busetitey T Kels
A ceonsyenet OZB| 5 Y
vorbei—Panzer rollen 2B
auf Magdeburg
2|

LLILERTE  Panzer erreichten gestern abend
die Elbe bei Magdeburg.

Die Alliierten ‘stchen hier nur etwa 130 km von
Berlin und-nur 185 von den Sowjets an der Oder.
Der Panzerverband, der an der Elbe auftauchte,
war yon Hannover aus an Braunschweig vorbeigerolit
und ohoe Widerstand zu finden bis an die Elbe




THE AMERICANS AT THE ELBE,
NEAR MAGDEBURG

11 April 1945

“In this struggle for our freedom we have performed deeds
of heroism reminiscent of the spirit of antiquity. Such deeds
are within the power of every German ... We have entered
the final phase of this war. As far as is humanly possibie to
say, it cannot last very much longer . . ."

(Goebbels in Das Reich on 12 April)

Allied planes preparing for low-level attacks in support

Waften-SS officer being captured. of the advancing armics.




LIBERATION OF BUCHENWALD CONCENTRATION CAMP
11 April 1945

For hundreds of prisoners, liberation came too late.




Generals Eisenhower, Bradley and Patton standing aghast before a heap of charred Russian and Polish corpses.

The liberation of Buchenwald

On Wednesday, 11 April at noon, there were only some 21,000
prisoners left in the camp. It looked as il all of them were about o be
killed. But the SS did nothing. At 10:30 a.m., the First Camp Leader
informed LA 1 that the camp would be surrendered. This news was
reassuring, though it was known that the SS had requested planes
from nearby Nora airport to blow up the camp. Hence everyone
remained on the alert. One-and-a-hall hours later, when a message
came over the loudspeaker ordering all SS men 10 report at once 10
H.Q. outside, hopes rose higher sdll. Soon afterwards the SS began o
withdraw.

The delight of the 21,000 was indescribable. The skeleton organiza-
tion which the Communist Party had drawn up for the camp was
immediately brought into being, with an International Comumittee
and Individual Committees for the various nationalities: 5,000
Frenchmen, 3,500 Poles and Polish Jews, 2,200 Germans, 2,000
Russians, 2,000 Czechs, 2,000 Ukrainians, boo Yugoslavs, 400 Dutch-
men, 500 Austrians, 200 [talians, 200 Spaniards, and some 3,000
prisoners of other nationalitics.

But even while the camp was resounding with cries of jubilation,
some ol the 26,000 prisoners, sent out of Buchenwald during the last
week, were choking and starving 10 death in railway trucks on the
cdge of Dachau Concentration Camp.

From E. Kogon: Der SS-Staat (The SS State)

Naked, Crisscrossed like Matches, and about as
Substantial . . .

By Colonel Charles Codman

Inside the gate is a spacious yard ol rough flagstones.
By prearrangement, our Military Government officer and
a number of French prisoners were waiting for us
Colonel Marhes, formerly head of the Resistance move-

ment i northern Irance, and Mareel Paul, member of

the Paris Municipal Council; General Audebert of the
Cavalry, and General Challe, Aviation. Alt of them in for
“resistance activities” . .

“You might as well see the end-product first,” the
Military  Government officer said, then

“and work

While not large, the crematory is, as | remember it, the
only solidly constracted building in the camp. In a
smaller yard, enclosed by a wooden fence, a large wagon
like a tarmer’s cart had just been brought in. Over it the

137 | April

flies buzzed busily. The contents, the Military Govern-
ment officer explained, were part of the day’s ol thirty
or forty bodies, naked, crisscrossed like matches, and
about as substantial. The crematory itselfis not unlike the
standard variety, with certain additional features. It
seems that the routine was as follows: Prisoners who died
from “‘natural causes’ were simply carted into the ground
floor of the crematory proper and tossed into six coke
ovens, in which are still to be seen the charred remains of
the last over-hasty and incomplete job that the arrival of
our {roops inl(’rruplvd.

The unusual feature is the basement. Here, according
to eye-witnesses whom I have no reason to disbelieve,
were brought prisoners condemued of capital crimes
for example, attempting to escape, insubordination,
usually in groups ol
twenty or so at a time. They were lined up against the
walls, cach one under a hook fixed at a height of about
cight feet from the floor. (The hooks are no longer there.
They were hastily removed the day we came in, but the
emplacements are clearly visible.) A short slip-noose was
placed about the neck of the condemned, who was then
raised by the guards the distance necessary to afhix the
end ol the noose 1o the hook.

I the ensuing strangulation took too long a time to suit

stealing a potato, smiling in ranks

the mood of the guards, they beat out the brains of the
condemned with a long-handled club resembling a potato
masher . ..

Externally, Barrack 61 is like the other barracks,
roughly a hundred and fifty feet long by thirty leet wide.
Inside, four tiers of wooden shelves incline slightly towards
the central corridor. In the rush scason this single barrack
housed twenty-three hundred “non-workers™ that tuber-
dysentery, pneumonia and plain starvation had

culosis
rendered incapable of the daily twelve-hour stretch at the
armament factory or nearby quarries . . .

On one shelf barer than the rest, three shadowy figures
huddled together for warmth. Cold comtort for the out-
side two, since the middle one had been dead for several
houvrs . ..

Barrack 7
stomach.

was like it, but frankly, I hadn’t the



Nameless victim on the edge of the road: one of the
thousands butchered by the SS during the so-called
“evacuations”  the death marches of concentration camp
inmates to the West.

DEATH MARCHES OF CONCENTRA-
TION CAMP PRISONERS FROM
SACHS NHAUSEN, ORANIENBURG
AND R VENSBRUECK

April 194,

Drawn by six female skeletons

Now they ordered those three completely senscless marches of

starving men and women towards the last outpost ol the shrinking
Reich, where the guards might feel safe from the Russians . .. The
story of Suhren’s car ride with Odette Churchill, his hostage, has
become known throughout the world. Less known is his remark to a
Red Cross representative, who had reproached Kaindl, Cemmandant
of Sachsenhausen Concentration Camp, with leaving a hosi of corpses
lying about. “No such thing ever happened under my command,”
said Suhren.

It would appear that, on 24 April, shortly before the gates were
closed for the last time, Hoess (the Commandant of Auschwitz) gave
orders that all women who decided to remain behind must be spared
I'he temptation to shoot them must have been great. One of the
guards, in the Sachsenhausen column, believed he was doing the sick
a service by killing them. Another could barely be stopped from doing
away with nine men huddled under a single blanket. T simply can’t
leave them in that state,” he said. When Red Cross men picked up the
stragglers, the poor wretches begged them not to shoot. Custom dies
slowly it an SS-State . . . But perhaps the most metorable scene in
this German panorama was played out on 28 April, when the wile of a
Ravensbrueck SS oflicer disported herself in a carriage drawn by six
female skeletons. She was suffering Irom indigestion, after having
stuffed herselt with raisins.

From G. Reitlinger: Dw Endloesung
The Final Solution

HITLER’S ORDER OF THE DAY
14 April 1945

ABechTift vyon Pernachraitent

i3 en
Go Sud
2. Hitte
3. Reichsel
4. Oetpreusosn
5. Zurland
6. 3

Naohstehender Taceebefehl doe Puhrere i3t eafort bie su
Xoupanien bekannteugebea. Veroffentliciunzen in der Armee-Zeit¥uag
1ot gestattet, Vcrdffentlichung in der Tegeerraces verbcten.

Dis Heerseiruppen haben dafur zu asorgen, ¢al ¢leeer Befahl
ungeiend jedem Scldaten der Ostfront bekannt wird.

" Soldeten der Deutschea Ostfront® .

2um lstcten Mal 13t der judisca-dolechewistieche Todfeind
mit oelinea Wassen zum Angriff angetreten, Ar verouoht, Deuteohlard
Zu zertrummern und unser Volk euszurctten, Iar Soldeten cue Gem
Ostea wiSt cu einem hohén Teil heute bercits eelbat, welohss SchiCk=
3al vor allaz den deutachen ?reaen, Madchen und Kindera drobt.
Wehread die altan Manner und Kinder ermordet merden, werden Freuen
und Madehen zu Rasernenhurer erniedri¢t. Der Reet marsohiert nath
Sibirien.

Tir habea diesen Sta vorhargesenea und es ist seit dem Januar
dieses Jahree allca geecheten, um eine atarke Pront eufzabauen.
Bine gewaltige grtillerle empfangt den Fuind, Die auafille unserer
Infantaris sind durch eshllcse neue Einfeitsn erzdnet. Alarmein-
helten, Weuaufstellungea und Volkaseturm versthr:ea unsere Proat.
Der Bolschewiet wird dleses a3l dzs alte Schicseal Asiene erlebden,
¢.h., er wuf und wird vor der Hauptatadt doo Deutschen Beiches ver-
bluten.

Wer in diesen iuzenblick seine Pflicht niecht erfullt, nandelt N
alg Verr#ter en unserez Volk. Das Regiment oder die Divielon die
ihre Stellung verleeeen, berehren sich so schimpflich, daB ete
3ich ver den Prauen uné Einders, die in unsercn 3tadten dem Bomben-
terror etandhalten, werden schamen milssen.

Aohtet vor allem euf die verrateriachen weaigen Offiziers wnd
Sol¢aten, die um ihr erbarmiiches Leben 3u s:ioherm, im russisches
Solde wielletcht abgar in deutscher Uaiform gegen wns Kiapfen wer=
¢en, Wer Buch Befehle zum Ruckzug gibt, ohne &se INy 1hn Feaau
remnt, 1e% eofort feetzunehmen uad ndtigenfells augenblickiiol um-
zulagen, gans zleich, melchen kang er beeitat,

- Blatt 2 -

Stddteo dee Beaventerrer etandnalten.

Acktet vor sl.em auf die serrdteriechen wenixen Offiflere
und Scldaten, dle um lhr erbdzaliches Leben au elohers,is
ruseieahen Selde wielleiont segar im deutecner Unifora
ge.on une kampfen eerdea. Wer Buon Refeble sum Huoksug
gibt, okne dad Jur ian genau keant, let eafert feeteu-
nehmen und nbticenfelle esugenblicklich umezuleges, zane
gletoh, eeloheo Raung er besitet.

Weun ir diseen koamendeo Tagen und Woanen jeder Sclidet
an der Oetfrent eeine Pfliioht orfullt, eird der letzte
Aneturm Aeiene serbrechen, xensau as wia as Ende euch der
Einbruad ur.serer Segner 1m Wester trots ellem echeitern
wird,

Berlin bleibt deut:~h, 7 1 ¢ n eird eledar
doutech und E u T e p & wird nlemale rueelech.

Bildet alce versonwszene leasinecnaft eur Verteldizung
cicbt dee leereu 3Segriff eines Vaterl.ndes, eondern
sur Vartatdigung Kurer %eimat, Surer Freuss, Zurer Kinder
und damit unserer Jukunft.

Jo dieeec 3tundeo blickt dae ganze deutscoe Jalk A’Lf
Euon, seine O.tkampfer, und cofft our dareuf, 4ald durce
Rure Staodnaftigkeit, Ruren Fanatieaue, dursh Fure Jaffen
und unter Zurer NUhrung der bo_ecnesistiesche Anetura in
eines Blutbed erstiokt. Js Aurenblich, in iea dae Scilok-
eal den grodten Kriegevarbreeher aller Zeitea voc diesss
Erde wexgencemen hut, eird eion ile Mande dsses Krieges
entenheiden,

ges. Adolf B 1t Lez °
ouﬂ/a-nleA/Op Abt (7eea.le)
. Ypag /45
14,4045 . o . . Unr

Fur die Riehtigkait
) L
ST &

Obeistleutnant i.G.

The Bolshevik Jewish enemy stands before the gates . . .
If everyone of you does his duty, the Asian attack will
collapse .. . Berlin will stay German, Vienna will be
German again, and Europe will never become Russian.




Millions like him had begun to ask themselves what they were fighting for.
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The Allied advance on Central and Southern Germany continues: Braunschweig (Brunswick), Neustadt, Weimar,
Celle, Heilbronn, Kulmbach, Gera and Bayreuth all fell during r2- 14 April.

BRAUNSCHWEIG, WEIMAR AND GERA OCCUPIED 12 14 April 1945

A captured Nazi Party boss.
: “They were forced into it all . ..

Southern Germany, 135 April

Somewhere i Bavana. Germans step out of the wood fully armed
and vou make your peace with the world because a Jeep and a Luger
aren’'t much good against a platoon of Krauts. But the Germans stop
vou only to surrender ...

German civilians come with blackhsts of Nazis, and Nazis who get
picked up give you a sad tale of woe of how they were forced into it
all. But they can't lie their way out because there are too many
people around who denouneced them and the evidenee is ecasy to
collect if vou go atter it

Peter Furst in Stars and Stripes
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BRITISH TROOPS TAKE ARNHEM AND ADVANCE ON BREMEN
13 April 1945

An R.AF. Liberator on its way to Germany.

British troops entering the precincts of Bremen on 25 April.
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SS Hauptsturmfuehrer Josel Kramer, Commandant of
Belsen Concentration Camp.

BRITISH TROOPS LIBERATE
BERGEN BELSEN 15 April 1945

While I was moving the corpses, 1 often noticed strange wounds on
the thighs of many of them. At first, I thought these wounds must have
been caused by gunshots at close range, but when [ asked a friend, he
told me that many prisoners cut off picces of flesh and ate them. Next
time I went into the mortuary 1 did, in fact, sec a prisoner draw a
knife, cut a piece out of the leg of a body, and quickly put it into his
mouth, shaking for fear that anyone should catch him at it

H. O. Le Drutllenec, a concentration camp inmate from Jersey.

More than 40,000 starving prisoners, including this
woman, were found at Belsen.

4
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Plaque erected in Belsen.
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Tms IS THE SITE ©

lpt INEAMOUS DELSEN. CONCENTRATION CAMP
Libeated by tic Britist o 15y 1945,

10000 UNBURIED DEAD WERE FOUND HERE,
ANOTHER 13000 HAVE SINCE DIED.
“ ALL OF THEM VICTIMS OF THE
CERMAN NEW ORDER IN EUROPE,
AND AN EXAMPLE OF NAZI KULTUR.




MARSHAL ZHUKOV’S TROOPS
LAUNCH ATTACK ON BERLIN

» April 1945

Extract from the records of Adrmy Group Centre on
16 April 1945

After a gunfire barrage lasting two hours and with
maximum air support, the enemy launched his attack
across the Neisse from the expected strongpoints between
Penzig and Rothenburg and between Muskau and Forst.
After heavy fighting and severe losses on both sides, the
enemy (mmally suceceded in crossing the Neisse near both
points and advanced westwards. In addition to ¢ Infantry
Armies, the enemy also threw the 4th Tank Army and the
grd Guards Tank Army into the attack. No detailed
information on the deployvment of the Tank Armies is
available. The enemy attack was brought to a halt along
a line running from Gross- Krauschau through Muecken-
hain, Wehrkirch to Rothenburg in the Rothenburg
sector, and along a line running from T'schenitz through
Doebern, Gross- Koelzig and Simmersdorf to Forst in the
Muskau sector . . .

The 4th Tank Army has orders to hold the front against
enemy attacks expected on 17 April. The 1oth SS Tank
Division has been diverted to the east of Spreefurt, whence
it ean be thrown into either the Rothenburg or the
Muskau sector, as the situation demands. 31 enemy tanks
have been destroyed. Three enemy Corps have breached
the right flank of the 4th Tank Army and have advanced
to within 8 km N.W. of Auspitz. Our defences N.W. of
Auspitz, into which we have thrown our last reserves, have
been breached in several places. A counter-attack by the
8th Tank Division has proved abortive. The position on
this flank of the Army Group is perilous in the extreme.
We have taken every coneeivable counter-measure . . .

General Zhukov in his command post. >

Soviet advanee into country held by the German 4th Tank and gth Armies.




Soviet operations to encircle Berlin and the Soviet advance
on the Elbe (16 April-8 May 1945)
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Soviet bombers attacking Berlin.

Volkssturm men building tank barriers in Berlin.

Air force auxiliaries and Hitler Youth being thrown into the defence of the German capital.




On 5 January 1945, TASS announced the recogniuon of the Provisional Government of Poland in Lublin by the Sovict
Union. In the photograph, S. Moczelewski (centre) is shown presenting his credentials as Ambassador of the Provisional
Government in Moscow. On the extreme left: M. . Kalinin, Chairman of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet.

ROOSEVELT AND CHURCHILL ‘ . .
MEET IN MALTA Roosevelt and Churchill, accompanied by daughters

Anne and Sarah, mect in Malta for preliminary discus-
3 February 1945 sions on the Yalta Conference.
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Arrival in Yalta: Roosevelt and Churchill inspect a Soviet guard of honour. On the extreme left: V. Molotov, the

Soviet Foreign Minister.

THE YALTA CONFERENCE

From the Diaries of Field Marshal Viscount Alanbrooke.

¢ February, lalta: At 5 p.m. we met at the American Headquarters.
I'hey are living in the old Yalta Tsar’s palace. We had a round table
conference consisting of Stalin with Naisky interpreting for him,
NMolotov, Antonov, Admiral Kuznewtsov and Marshal of Aviation
Khudyakov, President, Leahy, Marshall, King, Stettinius, Harriman
and Deane, P.M., three Chiets of Stafl, Eden, “Pug”, Alex and Clark
Kerr, Meetings started with the usual compliments, followed by an
opening statement by Stalin calling on Antonov to give an account of
the war. He gave an excellent and very elear talk, but not much we
did not know. Marshall then deseribed the situation on the Western
Front. Tomorrow at 12 noon we are to discuss the co-ordination of our
military actions and offensives, as Stalin considered the war might
well go on till the summer and it was very desirable that our offensive
acuons should coineide .

5 February : At 11: 30 we drove to Antonov’s H.Q)., half-way to Yalta . ..
\t dinner Winston came up to me and asked me . .. o give him

results of our meetings. [ gave him a full account and asked him how
he had been getting on. The highlight of his remarks was that the

I'he British Prime Ninister and Chtefs of Statl. From left
to right: Sir Charles Portal, Marshal of the Roval Air
Force: Field Marshal The Viscount Alanbrooke, General
Str [.. C. Hollis (standing ), General Sir Hastings Ismay
standing ) and Admiral of the Fleet Sir Andrew Cunning-
ham.

t 11 February

1Y)

President had said that the Americans would only remain in Germany
for two years after the end of the war. France could assist in the Army
of Occupation hut was not to be represented on the Inter-Allied
Commission in Berlin . ..

6 February: At 12 noon we went to Antonov’s H.Q. and had a three
hours™ conferenee . . . While we were at work the Foreign Secretaries
also met, and the high ones again at 4 p.m.

& February: Our dinner was, as | expected, a lengthy affair. We left
here at 8:45 p.m. and returned shortly after 1 a.m. The dinner, as
usual, consisted of a series of toasts which went on continuously with
the result that most of the courses were cold before they reached one
or before one could settle down to try and cat them. Stalin was in the
very hest of form, and was full of fun and good humour, apparently
thoroughly enjoving himself. The standard of the speeches was
remarkably low and mostly consisted of insincere, shmy sort of
slush! . ..

g February: At 12 noon we had our Plenary meeting with the P.M. and
President and had our Final Report approved, and received our usual
reward of compliments on our good work! . ..

*

Declaration on Liberated Europe:

The Premier of the U.S.S.R.; the Prime Minister of the United
Kingdom, and the President of the United States of America have
consulted with cach other in the common interests of the peoples of
their countries and those of Liberated Europe. They jointly declare
their mutual agreement to coneert during the temporary period of
instability in Liberated Europe the policies of their three Governments
in assisting the peoples of Europe liberated from the domination of
Nazi Germany, and the people of the former Axis satellite States to
solve by democratic means their pressing political and economic
problems. The establishment of order in Europe and the rebuilding of
national economic life must be achieved by processes which will enable
the liberated peoples to destroy the last vestiges of Nazism and Faseism
and to create democratic institutions of their own choice. This is a
prineiple of the Atlantic Charter — the right of all peoples to choose the
form of government under which they will live— the restoration of
sovereign rights and sclf-government to those peoples who have been
forcibly deprived of them by the aggressor natons. To foster the
conditions in which the liberated peoples may exercise these rights, the
three Governments will jointly assist the people in any hberated
European State or former Axis satellite State in Europe where, in their
judgment, conditions require: (a! to establish conditions of peacc:
b) 1o carry out emergency measures lor the reliet of distressed people:
¢) to form interim Governmental authorities hm.u“_\ rcprrsc'lllati\‘('
of all demoeratie elements and pledged to the carliest possible estab-
lishment through free clections of Governments responsive to the will
of the people: and d) to facilitate where necessary the holding of such
elections.




The three Governments will consult the other United Nations and
provisional authority or other Governments in Europe when matters
of dircct interest to themselves are under consideration. When, in the
opinion of the three Governments, conditions in any liberated
European State or any former Axis satellite State in Europe make
such action necessary, they will immediately consult together on the
measure necessary to discharge the joint responsibilities set forth in
this Declaration.

By this Declaration we re-afficm our faith in the principles of the
Atlantic Charter, our pledge in the Declaration by the United Nations,
and onr determination to build in co-operation with other peace-
loving nations a world under law, dedicated to peace, security, [reedom
and the general well-being of all mankind. In issuing this Declaration
the three powers express the hope that the French Provisional Govern-
ment may be associated with themselves in the procedure suggested.

Stalin given all he asks for
From the War Memoirs of General de Gaulle

While the “*Big Three” were conterring at Yalta, I felt
[ must publicly call France to their attention, if indeed
they had forgotten her. On 5 February, speaking on the
wireless, 1 gave this warning: ““As for the future peace
settlement, we have informed our allies that France will
of course be committed to absolutely nothing she has not
been in a position to discuss and approve in the same way
as the others. | specify that the presence of French forces
from one end of the Rhine to the other, the separation of
the territories on the left bank of the Rhine and of the Ruhr
Basin from what will be the German State, the independ-
ence of the Polish, Czech, Austrian and Balkan nations
are conditions which France judges to be essential . . . We
are not distressed, moreover, by the hkelihood that it will

be up to us to bring some of them to realization, for we are
106 mithon men, united under the French flag, in
immediate proximity to what concerns us most
directly . . .7

Lastly the **Big Three™ announced that they had “‘come
to an agrecement’’ regarding the Polish question. They
decided that Poland would be bounded, on the east, by
the Curzon line and would receive, in the north and west,
“a substantial increase of territory™. As for the political
regime, no atlusion was made to free elections. A Govern-
ment, referred 1o as one of “national unity”, was to be
formed “‘starting with the provisional Government
already functioning in the country”, that is, the Polish
Committee of Liberation, known as the “Lublin Com-
mittee’”. No doubt, it was indicated, the tatter would be
enlarged ““to include democratic leaders residing i
Poland and abroad™. But since there was no reference 10
the London Government-in-exile, since the composition
of the new Government remained quite unspecified, since
no control on the part of the western powers was provided
for, there could be no doubts as to the kind of Government
Poland would receive. Nor as to the authority that would
be established in Yugoslavia. Although in regard to this
country the Yalta communiqué referred to the ratilication
by a future *
Tito’s dictatorship was recognized unconditionally. Thus

National Assembly”, as a matter of fact

Stalin was given all he asked for in Warsaw and Belgrade.
To this, and this only, France was not —and for good
reasons —invited to accede.

Soviet guard outside the Livadia Palace, where the Yaha
conlerence was held.



The Soviet (upper left), American (upper right) and British (in the foreground) delegations with their advisers.

From the decisions taken at Yalta on 12 February
1945:

The following statement is made by the Prime Minister of Great

Brutain, the President of the United States. and the Chairman of

the Council of People’s Commussars of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics on the result of the Crimea Conference :

[T. Occupation and Control of Germany: We have agreed on
common policies and plans for enforcing the uncondi-
tional surrender terms which we shall immpose together on
Nazi Germany after German armed resistance has been
finally crushed. These terms will not be made known
until the final defeat of Germany is accomplished. Under
the agreed plans, the forces of the three Powers will each
occupy a separate zone of Germany. Co-ordinated
administration and control has been provided for through
a central Control Commission consisting ol the Supreme
Commanders of the three Powers with headquarters in
Berlin. It has been agreed that France should be invited
by the three Powers, if she should so desire, to take a zone
of occupation, and to participate as fourth member of the
Control Commission. The limits of the French zone will
be agreed by the four Governments concerned through
their representatives on the European Advisory Com-

mission.

Itis ourinflexible purpose to destroy German militarism
and Nazism and to ensure that Germany will never again
be able to disturb the peace of the world. We are deter-
mined to disarm and disband all German armed forces:
break up for all time the German General Stafl that has
repeatedly contrived the resurgence of German militarism
remove or destroy all German military equipment:
eliminate or control all German industry that could be

used for military production: bring all War criminals to
justice and swilt punishment: exact reparation in kind for
the destruction wrought by Germans: wipe out the Nazi
Party, Nazi laws, organizations, and institutions: remove
all Nazi and militaristic influences from public offices and
from the cultural and economic life of the German people:
and take in harmony such other measures as may be
necessary to the future peace and safety of the world. Itis
not our purpose to destroy the people of Germany, but
only when Nazism and militarism have been extirpated
will there be hope for a decent life for Germans and a
place for them in the comity of nations.

IV. United Nations® Conference: We are resolved upon the
carliest possible establishment with our Allies of a general
international organization to maintain peace and sccurity.
We believe that thisis essential both to prevent aggression
and to remove the political, economic and social causes
of war through the close and continuing collaboration of
all peace-loving people. The foundations were laid at
Dunbarton Oaks. On the important question of voting
procedure, however, agreement was not there reached.
The present conference has been able to resolve the
difficulty. We have agreed that a Conference of United
Nations should be called to meet at San Francisco, on
25 April 1945, to prepare the Charter of such an o6rgan-
ization along the lines proposed at Dunbarton Oaks. The
Government of China and Provisional Government of
France will be immediately consulted and invited to
sponsor invitations to the Conference jointly with the
Governments of the United States, Great Britain and the
U.S.S.R. As soon as consultation with China and France
has been completed, the text of the proposals on voting
procedure will be made public.
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On 20 February, the White House issued the following statement :

General de Gaulle, President of the French Provisional Govern-
ment, was invited by President Roosevelt to meet him in Algicers. The
invitation was given to him in Paris by the U.S. Ambassador, Mr
Jefterson Caffery, and was sent from Yalta 6 days in advance of the
President’s arrival in Algicrs .. 'The President was most disappointed
when advised that official business did not permit the General to
come to Algiers. Questions of mutual interest and importance to
France and the United States are pending.

SOVIET MOVES IN EUROPE

We are taced with a barbarian invasion
by Harry S. Truman

I'he Soviet Union, Ambassador Harriman told me, had two
policies which they thought they could successfully pursue at the same
time. One was the policy of co-operation with the United States and
Great Britain, and the second was the extension of Soviet control over
neighbouring states by independent action. He said that certain
clements around Stalin misinterpreted onr generosity and our desire
o co-operate as an indication of softness so that the Soviet Government
could do as it pleased without risking challenge from the United
States . . .

Ambassador Harriman continued that, in his judgment, we were
taced with “*a barbarian invasion of Europe™. He was convineed that
Soviet control over any foreign country meant not only that their

Stalin, the political victor of Yalta, in conversation with
Churchill during a break in the conference.

influence would be paramount in that country’s foreign relations but
also that the Soviet system with its secret police and its extinetion of
frecdom of speech would prevail. In his opinion, we had to decide
what our attitude would be in the face of these unpleasant faets . . .

Before leaving, Harriman took me aside and said, *Frankly, one of
the reasons that made me rush back 10 Washington was the fear that
you did not understand, as I had scen Roosevelt understand, that
Stalin is breaking his agreements. My fear was inspired by the faet
that you could not have had time to catcl up with all the recent cables
on the Polish question and the San Francisco Conference :

Thousands of German prisoners of war being marched through Moscow in celebration of the Soviet victory.




Franklin D. Roosevelt. President of
the United States from 1933 to
1945.

THE DEATH OF
FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

12 April 1945

< Army-Navy Dead : ROOSEVELT, Franklin D., Commander-
in-Chief.”

[n the third month of his fourth term as President,
Roosevelt had gone to his second home, the Little White
House on top of Pine Mountain, in Warm Springs,
Georgia for a badly needed rest. Shortly after noon on
April 12, 1945, the President sat quictly before the fire-
place of his cottage while an artist near by sketched his
portrait.

Suddenly he spoke: “T have a terrific headache.” Those
were his last words. In a few minutes he lost consciousness
and died two hours later from the effects of a massive
cerebral haemorrhage.

The news of the President’s death soon was spread by
flashes and bulletins to every corner of the world. Millions
of people were plunged into griel by the tidings. At first
they refused to believe it, but then had to accept it
Everywhere there were choked whispers: ““Roosevelt is
dead! Roosevelt is dead!” Men and women gave way to
frank, unashamed tears . . .

Most people were inclined to agree with the verdict of
Winston Churchill: **1 conceived an admiration for him
as a statesman, a man of aflairs, and a war leader. T felt
the utmost confidence in his upright, inspiring character
and outlook, and a personal regard - aflection I must
say for him beyond my power to express today . . . Itis
indeed a loss, a bitter loss to humanity, that those heart-
beats are stilled forever.”

The press announcement was unique and a real tribute:
ARMY-NAVY
CASUALTY LIST
Washington, April 13 — Following arc the latest casualties
in the military services, including next-of-kin.

Army-Navy Dead
ROOSEVELT, Franklin D., Commander-in-Chief,
wife, Mrs. Anna Eleanor Roosevelt, the White House.

The news of Roosevelt’s death shocked the American nation.

r ™/ T ~
HARRY S. TRUMAN BECOMES
D LQTT ~r S TINTTT R A
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
Stalin’s T elegram to President I ruman
13 April 1945

“tn the name of the Soviet Government and in my own, I wish to
convey to the Government of the United States of America cur sincere
condolences on the premature death of President Roosevell. The
Ameriean people and the United Nations have lost in Franklin Roose-
velt a great statesman of world significance and a pioneer in the
organization of peace and security after the war. The Soviet Govern-
ment expresses its sincere sympathy to the American people and its
conviction that the friendship between the great Powers who have

shouldered the main burden of the war against the common enemy
will continue to develop in future.”  J. STALIN

In a brief 20-minute speech President Truman outlined
his course of action. The Axis could expect no more
favourable terms than ‘‘unconditional surrender’” as
proclaimed by President Roosevelt at Casablanca in 1943.
War criminals would be punished. Allied military action
would continue under the same admirals and generals
chosen by Roosevelt. A world organization to prevent
tuture wars must become an accomplished fact. The great
nations of the world must demonstrate that they would
“serve’” and not “*‘dominate’” in the scheme of things.

From the inaugural address of H. S. Truman to a joint
session of Congress on 16 April 1945 ( United Press) :

So that there can be no possible misunderstanding, both
Germany and Japan can be certain, beyond any shadow of
doubt, that America will continue the fight for freedom until
no vestige of resistance remains. We are deeply conscious of
the fact that much hard fighting is still ahead of us. Having to
pay such a heavy price to make complete victory eertain,
America will never become a party to any plan for partial
victory. To settle for merely another temporary respite would
surely jeopardize the future security of the world. Our
demand has been, and remains, unconditional surrender. We
will not 1raffic with the breakers of the peace on the terms of
the peace.
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BREMEN CAPTURED BY BRITISH
TROOPS
26 April 1945

Allied leaflet. “Further fighting means the destruction of

German industry, chaos to family life, and useless personal
sacrifice.” >

[ vl
sl i ™

View of Bremen in April 1945.

WEITERMACHEN
bedeutet :

FUR DEUTSCHLAND-

Standig wachsende Verheerung durch Material-
schlachten auf deutschem Boden im Osten und
Westen. Vernichtung der letztenVoraussetzungen

fir den Wiederaufbau nach dem Kriege.

FUR DEINE FAMILIE -

Standig wachsende Gefahren durch den ein-
rollenden Krieg. Selbstm&rderische Volkssturm-
EinsGtze, Bombardierungen, immer mehs
Nahrungsknappheit, Parteiterror und schliesslich
Chaos.

FUR DICH-

Standig wachsende Material-Unterle-
genheit, in der Deine Opferbereitschaft
allein nichts ausrichten kann. Ein Selbst-
opfer in letzter Stunde, das seinen

Zweck verloren hat.




Scattered German troops in full retreat in S. Wurtemberg. German remnants in the Schwarzwald completely sur-

rounded by French rst Army.

FRENCH DRIVE TO LAKE
CONSTANCE. AMERICANS CROSS
THE DANUBE AT INGOLSTADT

23-26 April 1945
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Teletype message ol 27 April to Loftwalte Commands
West and 4: Enemy advance on Passau threatens Austria
and must be thrown back at all costs.

SHAEY announced on 23 and 24 April that the bridgehead
on the south bank of the Danube, S.E. of Donaneschingen had
been extended by 4o miles as far as Sigmaringen ... On the
S.W. edge of the Schwarzwald pocket, Waldkirch, Freiburg
and Gretzhausen were reached atier advances of up to 1o
miles . .. Allied units advancing east through Sigmaringen
were drawn up before Ehingen ...

Tanks of the U.S. 3rd Army crossing the Danube.



Troops of the British 1st Commando Brigade and the 15th (Scottish) Division crossing the Lower Elbe in Buflaloes at

Lauenburg.

BRITISH TROOPS REACH THE
ELBE AT LAUENBURG

28 April 1945

German POW’s: 13- 16 year-old boys with their Major.

At the same tme that Britsh troops reached the Libe, troops
of the 2nd White Russian Front under Marshal Rokossovsky
cntered Mecklenburg. On 2g April, the Red Army occupied
Anklamon the road to Stralsund, and on 1 May took Stralsund

itselt. Rostock and Warnemuende fell on 2 May.




OPERATION “PHEASANT SHOOT™
BY BAVARIAN FREEDOM FIGHTERS
27/28 April 1945
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12 pitee
Top: Radio signal that Radio Munich will “temporarily™
broadcast {rom Laibach (Ljubljana). Below: Secret
memorandum by German 6th Air Commando on Munich
revolt: Rebellion among soldiers in Luitpold and Ismen-
ing Barracks: Radio Munich occupied by rebels; air-force
support may be needed.

Capt. Gerngross’s “Pheasant Shoot™

During thie past few weeks it had become clear that only
decistve action could save Munich from total destruction.
Capt. Gerngross got hold of a number of prisoners from
Moosburg Camp and, with the help of Major Braun in
Freising, sent them together with U.S. Lt. McNamara,
the French oficer Miremont, and two German officers,
through the German lines (0 make contact with the
Americans.

Shortly before midnight on Friday, 27 April 1945, Capt.
Gerngross sounded the alert in the Saar Barracks. When
the whole company had lined up in the corridor, the
Captain told them: ““The moment tor whieh all of us have
toiled, has arrived at last. We must put an end to this

April
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pointless war and save the rest of our country from sensc-
less destruection. That means action. It also means risking
our lives. I know I shall not be alone, when 1 eall upon
you to follow me on the road to freedom. You ean choose
must
you all from your oath

for me or against me, but whoever joins me now,
stay to the end. I hereby absolve y
of loyalty to Hider!”

A few minutes past midnight—it was now Saturday,
28 Apnl, Capt. Gerngross’s Mereedes left the Barracks
with two German officers, Leihng and Spoctzl, and the
American Lt. Leigh, while fellow conspirators in Munich
and Upper Bavaria were intormed by radio and courier
that the *‘Pheasant Shoot” was on. The captain’s car
raced along the dark road towards Sternberg. It was
making for the Schornerhof, the headquarters of Governor
von Epp and his Staff . .. When von Epp wavered he
was taken prisoner. He and Major von Caracciola, his
adjutant, who was n league with the rebels, were driven
to the English Garden, whence, after a short stay, they
were taken to Freising by Lt. Leiling and put in charge
of Major Braun. Negotiations with von Epp then dragged
on endlessly . .

Meanwhile Sgt. Niedermayer
Corps and a squad of riflemen raided and seized Freimann
Radio Station. However, the actual transmitter was in
Erding, and had stll to be taken by a company of Panzer
Grenadiers from Freising under Lt. Reiter. At g a.m., the
transmitter was ready to go on the air, and Capt. Gern-
gross broadcast the first proclamation of the Bavarian
Freedom llght(‘rs “Stop fighting — lay down your arms

destroy the Nazis wherever you meet them  Hoist
white flags! Alhied troops are approaching Munich ...
This message was repeated over and over again by Radio
Erding . .. Major Braun had meanwhile realized that von
Epp was quite incapable of taking any decisive steps and
let him go. Major Caracciola, who still hoped to use his
influence on von Epp or the Army leaders, refused to
remain in safety in Freising. He drove with von Epp to
Munich and then, by a roundabout route, to the High
Command in Kempfenhausen. This brought him into the
clutches of Gauleiter Giesler,
galvanized into hysterical activity.

ot the Interpreters’

who had suddenly been
Soon afterwards, a
Gestapo convoy drew up and
Caracciola off to Munich
ately declared a ““defeatist™,
in the Ministry courtyard .
All points in Munich held by the Bavarian Freedom
Fighters were now attacked by SS men: the rebels had to
withdraw (rom the and re-assembled near the
lirding transmitter. At 11.30 a.m. the eurrent was cut ofl]
and the voiee of Free Bavaria was sitenced . . . Everything
scemed lost and yet it was not so. The voice of Munich
had been heard throughout the land and had not tallen
on deaf ears. More than 40,000 battle-worn troops on the
Glonn and Ammer {ronts laid down their arms, the ranks

carried von Epp and
Caracciola was immedi-
sentenced to death, and shot

town

dissolved, and soldiers began to stream along roads and
pathways leading to the Isar line . . .

From Otto Zierer: Die Abentener der vielgeliebten Stadt Muenchen  The
adventurous history of the dearly beloved city of Munich: Vol. 111,
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Villagers in S. Wurtemberg taking their possessions to
MUNICH OCCUPIED BY TROOPS OI'  safety. On 30 April, Allied tanks advanced on Lake
THE US. 7TH ARMY Constance through Wangen.

30 April 1945

SHAEF announced on 30 April that Allied tanks had  The destroyed Sternecker Brauhaus where Hitler founded
ntered the suburbs of Munich. his Nazi party (left).



A group of Czech Partisans.

Slovak Partisans clearing a village of German troops.

Czech Partisans manning an armoured train.




BRITISH 8TH ARMY AND U.S. 5TH ARMY LAUNCH FINAL OFFENSIVE
5 IN ITALY

9 April 1945

Field Marshal Sir Harold
Alexander, Allied Supreme
Commander  Mediterra-
nean.

General von Vietinghoff-
Scheel, Supreme Com-
mander German Army

Group C (5.W.).

Allied Commanders in the Medilerranean

Allied Supreme Commander
Field Marshal Sir Harold Alexander ( Br.)

Deputy Supreme Commander
Lt. General j. T. McNarney (U.S.4.)
Allied Naval Commander

Admiral Sir John Cunningham ( Br.)

Allied Army Commandes
Field Marshal Alexander ( Br.)
C.-in-C. 15th Army Group
U.S. 5th and British 8th Armies
General Mark Clark (U.5.4.)

Allied Air Commander
Lt. General j. K. Cannon (U.S.A.)

On g April, at 1:45 p.m., the Allies launched their last
offensive in Italy after bombing German positions between

General Mark Clark, Commander of 15th Army Group,
and Lt. General Sir Richard McCreery, Commander of
rivers Senio and Santerno. 8th Army, watching Allied air attack.



The Last Allied Oftensive in Ttaly

By Lieutenant-Colonel S. W. Nicholson.

The long hours of suspense dragged slowly by, eves turmung con-
tinually to watches. At last at 13:45 hours the distant roar of heavy
bombers seemed the signal for the first guns to speak. These were the
3.7s firing a linc of air-bursls as markers 10 guide the heavies on 1o
their target .
ticked slowly by till a1 15:20 hours, with a mighty crash, the gun
battle began along the whole [ront. Shells 1ore into the stop-banks
of the Senio from all angles, some from guns carefully sited to enfilade

.. A strange hush fell and the silent minutes and seconds

the reaches of the river, others crashing headlong among the mines
and wire and strong-points: others searching deep into the back ar
among the guns, dumps, headquarters and supply routes. Suddenly
the shelling lifted from the stop-banks, stepping out in a “dragnet’™

barrage. Then the guns were sitent, and for ten minutes Thunderbolts,
Spitfires and Kittyhawks took charge of the river, zooming up and
down with bombs, rockets and machineguns adding their staccato
to the hymn of hate. Back came the guns to pound the banks, play
“dragnet’” with variations and again give way to the air. In all, five
gun attacks and four air altacks till at 19:20 hours a sudden silence
marked H-hour, broken only by the aircraft coming back for a
dummy run to keep the enemy heads down and drown the roar of
Crocodiles and Wasps clambering up the near bank to sear with
flame the already blasted enemy banks. In their 1racks the assaulting
infantry, with their kapok bridges, struggled forward to the river in

the gathering dusk. 19:30 hours: with a roar the protective barrage
opened four hundred yards beyond the river hne and held there for
thirty minutes, a curtain of sicel behind which the infantry completed
their grisly task. Fresh platoons leapirogged through, and at H + 40
moved forward with the barrage. There was no stopping now . . .

At dawn on the 10th our batteries slipped forward in turn to the
prepared positions behind the banks of the Senio and, tired but
jubitant gunners were ready to cover the infantry to the Santerno
river line.

I'rom Flower/Rees: The War 1939 1945

Bologna
& g/

ORavenna

La Spezia
.-

Florence
ArnO, ag

4.8.1944

o
Arezzo

o

Foligno

9.6.1944

Allied H.Q. Mediterrancan announced on to April that
the 8th Army had crossed the river Senio on a broad front.

The shifting Italian front
(15 January 1944
15 January 1945)
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British 8th Army in Lugo (11 Apnil 1945).

The first German prisoners being brought in.
ACROSS THE SENIO AND ON TO
THE SANTERNO  g-11 April 1945
Flame-thrower on the bank of the river Senio.
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General Mark Clark, C.-in-C. 15th Army Group, in Bologna. Saluting while the Allied national anthems are being
played on 22 April are (from left to right): Generals Clark, Anders, Truscott and Keyes.

British 8th Army reached Ferrara on 23 April. Two  German resistance collapsed after the capture of Bologna.
German soldiers who tried vainly to hide in civilian  The photograph shows German prisoners on a U.S. lorry

clothes. in Bologna.




ALLIES ADVANCE ACROSS THE

23 April 1945

The Supreme Command of the Wehrmacht announced on
25 April :

In ltaly, the battle centre has shifted from Reggio and
Ferrara to the Po, tollowing the advance of strong encmy

infantry and tank concentrations

Allied Mediterranean 11.Q). announced on 28 April :

With the enemy forces in Northern haly in complete dis-
integration, the Allied armies swept forward on all fronts,
the 8th Army crossing the Adige in strength necar Padua,
piercing the so-calted **Venetian line” of detences . . . and
thrusting towards Padua and Venice. Troops of the 5th Army

have captured Verona and are rapidly advancing on Piacenza

and Milan. In Liguria, an Allicd naval party took over the
port of Genoa . . . Units of the U.S. 5th Army crossing the Po in amphibious
vehicles on 23 April.

On 23 April, the U.S. 8th Army reached the Po at Pontelagoscuro and established bridgeheads on the north bank.
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GERMAN FRONT IN ITALY On 27 April 1945, the German front in Ttaly (’u!_l;qm_c(l,
COLLAPSES 27 April 1945 and German troops withdrew to the north. Fighting

ceased three days later.
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Lt.-General Count von Schwerin with Lt.-General  Major-General Pemsel, captured by the Americans near
Keightley, Commander of the British 5th Corps. Brescia, in conversation with an interpreter.
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The bodies of Mussolini, Clara Petacci and other Fascists
were put on display . . .

.in Milan, in the same spot where fifteen anti-Fascists
had been executed one year carlier.

MUSSOLINI SHOT BY LT.-COL.
VALERIO

28 April 1945

“I shall give you an empire!”
The inglorious end of a sawdust Caesar

Mussolini’s nemesis was a Lieutenant-Colonel Valerio,
a Communist and former mectal worker, who led an
expedition ““to apply on the spot the decree of the North
Italian Committee of National Liberaton against those
responsible tor the catastrophe into which Italy had been
led”. By accident Valerio and his Partisans on April 28
found Mussolini and his mistress in a farmhouse near the
town of Giulano di Mezzegere on Lake Como . . .

Mussolini expressed his resentment at being disturbed.

Valerio said calmly: ““I have come to free you.”

The two prisoners were pushed outside the room. It
suddenly dawned upon Mussolini that these were not
friends. Then came one of the most unique offers of a
bribe in the history of crime: “Let me go,” the Duce
beseeched his captors. ““I shall give you an empire "’

Valerio said nothing. The prisoners were pushed into
an automobile. On the pretext that he had heard a noise,
Valerio stopped the car and stepped out.

“Get out quickly, both of you. Stand at the corner of
that wall.”

Petacct screamed hysterically, “You can’t do that!”

Valerio pumped bullets into Mussolint and his mistress.
“1 execute the will of the Italian people,™ he said.

The bodies, plus those of a dozen other Fascists, were
brought to Milan for public display in the Piazza Loretto,
the huge open square where fifteen Italian patriots had
been executed by the Fascists a year before. There,
bloody and mudstained, the bodies of Mussolini and the
others were dumped like carrion, beaten, kicked, trampled,
spat upon . . .

Milton Bracker in N.2. Times

Me ne frego—1 don’t give a damn

By Bentto Mussolini

War alone tests human strength to the full, and enobles all
nations daring to wage it. All other tests are no more than
substitutes and fail to confront man with himself in a choice
between life and death. Hence all doctrines based on the idea
of peace are no more suited to Fascism than any other inter-
national schemes - for history has shown that, even if such
schemes have to be adopted temporarily for reasons of political
expediency, they go by the board as soon as emotion, or
national ideals and interests rise up in the heart of the nation,
Fascism applies this anti-pacifist spirit even in the life of
individualS. The proud motto of our storm troopers: me ne
frego—a motto that first appeared on the bandage of a
wounded fighter—is not merely a Stoic confession of faith, or
the expression of a political idea it also bespeaks a readiness
to do battle, to brave danger: it is a new way of lalian life.

From: Mussolini's Fascism




A Marauder attacking Venice. Gurkha troops of the 8th Army in Este.

VENICE AND PADUA OCCUPIED 29 April 1945 German prisoners in the Lido of Venice.

The ‘ Y. TN M SN
e s X. .
Ly

LN
e :

-
: ”

¥
-~

.




ARD]

MA GIANDIY

The North Italian Committee of National Liberation achicved its greatest success with the capture of Milan. In the
photograph: SS-prisoners in a lorry.

ITALIAN PARTISANS LIBERATE

An American interpreter calling on captured SS-men to

\l ILAN 2530 .\]ll‘” lg, 13 surrender their arms.

American soldiers entering Milan in the wake of the
Partisans, on g0 April.




ARMY GROUP C SURRENDERS
IN CASERTA
29 April 1945

Draft for the instrument of surrender of all forces under the

control of the German C.-in-C. South-West :

1.*The German C.-in-C., South-West, agrees to the
unconditional surrender of all forces under his command
or control on land, sea, or in the air to the Supreme
Allied Commander, Mediterranean.

2. The German C.-in-C., South-West, will at once issue
orders to all forces under his command to cease active
operations on land, sea or in the air at 12:00 hours GMT
on May 2, 1945.

3. The German C.-in-C.; South-West, agrees to carry
out the orders set out in Appendices A, B and C, and any
further orders that may be issued by the Supreme Com-
mander, Mediterranean. Disobedience of orders or
failure to comply with them will be dealt with in accord-
ance with the accepted laws and usages of war.

4. This instrument comes into eflect immediately upon
signature, and the orders contained in Appendices A, B
and C will take effect at the date and time stipulated
under para. 2.

5. This instrument of surrender is written in English and
German. The English version is the authentic text. The
decision of the Supreme Commander will be final if any
doubt or dispute arises as to the meaning or interpretation
of the surrender terms.
Secret

6. The instrument of surrender stipulates that it is
independent of, without prejudice to, and will be super-
seded by any general instrument of surrender imposed
by or on behalf of the United Nations and applicable to
Germany and the German armed forces as a whole.

signed : Schweinitz signed: V. D. Morgan
Lt.-Col. Victor von Lt.-Gen. W. D. Morgan,
Schweinitz Chief of Staff of Allied
Staff of Army Group C Force H.Q.

on behalf of on behalf of

General Von Vietinghofl- Field-Marshal H. R. L. G.
Scheel Alexander,

C.-in-C. South-West Supreme Allied

signed: Wenner Commander,
SS-Sturmbanfuchrer Mediterrancan Theatre
Major Eugen Wenner of Operations

on behalf of y
SS-Obergruppenfuehrer Place:  CASERTA
Colonel Karl Wolff Date: 29 April 1945
Supreme SS and Police Time: 14:00 hours
Commander and

Wehrmacht Pleni-

potentiary in ltaly

211 April

Marshal Graziani, Commander of the Italian Army
Group, Liguria, being interrogated by Brigadier Howard

U.S.A)).

Lt.-General Morgan signing the instrument of surrender.

German representatives signing at Caserta.




Tanks of the grd Ukrainian Front in acenpied Vienna, Soou alierwards the Red Army advanced as far as Linz in

f.ower Austria.,

The collapse of the German front in Italy and the last
operations of Allied forces ani the Red Army in S.E. Europe
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THE CZECH UPRISING IN PRAGUE
1-9 May 1945

|
On 5 May, Prague saw the beginning of an anti-German

terror campaign, unleashed by Gauletter Frank’s previous
order to shoot Czech rebels at sight see Chronology).

TRANSPORT

S Dejatschland

yd

Tagon &,
Cer Nr,
J “agen Nr. 31

Bv.&.0s0by 18
Nr.of Person
Person Nr.

I'ravel voucher of an expelled German.

Prague’s famous Wenceslaus Square on g May 1945, a
few hours after the arrival of Marshal Koniev's troops.




I'renchmen fighting in the ranks of the Czech Patriot Army at Vrutky, north of Kremnica.

The Red Army advance on Prague and operations by Czech
Partisans {January-May 1945)
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THE GERMAN COLLAPSE
IN THE SOUTH

4-5 May 1945

L]
- €
After the link-up between the U.S. 7th and 5th Armies
at the Brenner Pass (4 May), organized German resistance
in Austria ceased.
Captured Cossack Divisions and Vlassov units were later
handed over to the Russians.



Major-General Gruenther (left foreground, back to camera) discusses the surrender of German troops in Italy with
Lt.-Generals Sengerrand Etterhin (third from left) and Lt.-Colonel von Schweinitz (fourth from left), who signed the
Caserta mstrument.

Surrender negotiations near the Brenner Pass between A Scottish officer discussing surrender terms with SS
U.S. soldiers and German officers. officers m Austria.



THE CAPTURE OF GOERING AND FIELD-MARSHALS KESSELRING,
VON KLEIST, SCHOERNER AND VON RUNDSTEDT Early May 1945
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Reichs Marshal Goering, ousted by Hitler on 23 April and confined to Mauterndorf until 5 May, decided to make
contact with the Americans through the General Stafl of the Luftwaffe. Events moved too fast for him, however, and
on 8 May he was captured in Fischhorn (Austria).

Field-Marshal von Kleist and General Russwurm ‘standing| after their capture in Mitterfels (Bavaria). Right:
Ficld-Marshal Schoerner, Commander of Army Group Centre, who deserted and fled to the West in civilian clothes.



Field-Marshal Kesselring with Major-General M. D.
Taylor.

Field-Marshal von Rundstedt was taken prisoner in a
hospital in Bad Toclz.

‘GERMAN FRONT COLLAPSES IN YUGOSLAVIA

915 May 1945

From Marshal Tito’s address over Radio Belgrade on g May
1945+

This, the most 1errible war in the history of mankind, has robbed
Europe of the lives of tens of millions of men. Nazis, Fascists, and
their bloodstained henchmen throughout Europe have been wiped
out and will no longer be able to disturb the peace . . . Serbs, Croats,
Slovenes, Macedonians, Montenegrians and Moslems! The day for
which you longed so fervently has arrived. No longer disunited and
led into hostile camps, you have all become members of a new and

happy Yugoslavia.

On 12 May, the Yugoslav General Stafl announced the
destruction or capture of 6 German divisions, including
the Tiger Division, the SS-Prinz-Eugen Divisions, and of
11 Ustasi Divisions (Croat Fascists). Yugoslav forces, the
announcement added, had liberated Maribor and Slo-
venska Bistrica.

219 May

Brief Survey of the war in Yugoslavia

The liberation of the whole territory of Yugoslavia was
completed during the period from 20 March to 15 May,
when the Yugoslav Army inflicted losses of gg,g07 dead
and 209,639 captured, including many commanders, in
particular the Commander of the German front in the
south-east, Colonel-General Loehr. It seized 183,622
rifles, 24,454 automatic weapons, 1,520 guns, 3.b51
trucks, 4o planes, and much other war material.

Thus ended the war in Yugoslavia. During the final
battles alone about 30,000 Yugoslavs were killed and
70,000 wounded. During the whole of the war, Yugo-
slavia had about 1,700,000 dead, who lost their lives on
the battlefield, in concentration camps, or in German
captivity. Every ninth Yugoslav gave his life in the war.
Material losses were indeseribable. NMore than 820,000
houses were destroyed or burned. Twenty per cent of the
railways were made useless. Two-thirds of the livestock
was looted. Almost all the big industrial units were
damaged.

from Dedjer, Tuto Speaks



THE GERMAN COLLAPSE IN SCANDINAVIA

Occupted Denmark and Norway in 1945: until the German capitulation.

CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE:

-
1945
January April: Constant trials of, and death sentences passedon,  5/5: Danish Resistance Movement takes over in Copenhagen.
Danish and Norwegian Resistance fighters (see Table on p. 425).  King of Denmark broadcasts news of his country’s liberation.
. 5 . 65 : Keitel places Germg its i ‘nmark er Field-Marsh:
9/1: Naval battles off the coast of Norway. 515 ¢ Keitel places German units im Denmark under Field-Marshal
Busch, C.-in-C., North-West.

13/1: German High Command announces the destruction ol 13 . ‘ »

. T 715 Doenitz orders snrrender of German forces in Norway to the
enemy aircraft off Norway. L.

Allied Expeditionary Force. All German troops in Norway lay
29/ 1: Naval engagement between German and British forces off 400 their arms
the west coast of Norway. Allied troops occupy Oslo. The Norwegian Parliament calls
17/2: German High Command announces air battles off the  for calm and order.
N.W. coast of Norway. : The German High Command announces that Norway had
February March: Germans attack Resistance fighters, brought in a quict day
from Britain, in the Norwegian fjords. 9/5: Quisling surrenders to the Oslo police.
19/ 4: German High Command annonnces the sinking of a British ~ 73/5: Crown Prince Olat returns to Norway.
snbmarine by a patrol boat in Norwegian waters. 31/5: Norwegian government-in-exile retarns home.
2/5: According to nnconfirmed reports, Germans have begun to 7/6+ King Haakon returns home.
take measures tor the evacuation of Denmark and Norway. R § . : .
. o 22/6: Einar Gerhardsen forms new Norwegian government.
I'be German Commander in Norway, General Boehme, an- 3

nounces that his forces will continue to fight in Norway. 24/10: Death sentence on Quisling carried out.

THE GERMANS IN NORWAY, 1945

The German Commanders in Norway (from right to  German policeman checking a Norwegian lorry.
lett): General Boehme, Reichs-Commissar Terboven,
Admiral Krancke, Air-Force General Roth.
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Meldungen aus Norwegﬂ

Nr. 95

Ber Wabere 4 - vad Polizvifahrer
beis hzmhr Au besetrttn

;//(
An 6.3.45 Unternehmen suf Insel Soercey, Bei rﬁeu.run
=it iz Sandfjord angelandeten Teilon 2 Gefangeae einge-
bracht. Der Feind { etws X0 ¥ann) zog eich nachb Videretand
ck. Ac 9.3.45 hot oich der Peind, ohne efch sun Easpf
2u stellen, welter nach Gestec ebgesetst. Cefhnglo! eind

[Gehe{i}g’n ]

—

ngllnldunl
10.319‘5

Ly g

Sognefjord. Keine abwebr.

-
o
K Norweger.
o 5
il 3] 1535 - 16,09 3 Flugzeuse 1o K tvagebiet Utetra-srasoey.
3 =i hoine Abeehr.
- ‘it E 17,28 - 12,39 1 slosquito Aufxlerucg Kistengeblet susgang
& ||
w | d

20,17 - 23.36 ¢, veroutlicn Halafax, zur Schiffszlel-

bekdoptung Kustengebiet Aresdel batliol Skegerrax wit
Angriff ohne Erfolg. Abmehr durch Scbiffeflak ohne erkannte
Wirkong. Abwurf voo etes 20 Leuchbtfallachirmen.

20,03 - 03.00
Keine Abwehr.

4 ¥est-, 2 Ostkuriers iber Sudnorvegen.

16 8 Plugzcuge, davon 4 iUber Eergen cinge-
wit Veroinfung des sddlichen OelofJorde und Dran-
wenfjords, DUppel-Abwurf. Plakabeeir ohnc erzanate Wirkung.
In Oslo: 21,58 Our (ffentliche Luftuarnung.
22,30 ° Laftgefahr vorbei.

age: Nech V-Mann-Keldung 3 caglliche Schosllboots in Lyeekil
o 7.3. eingeloufen (ecgliacler Handelaachnellbootverkenr
Eaglend-Schweden).

Aufxlirung bie 160 k= ntzdlich Kordegzosr ohne taktieches
Ergebnie.

1941,703

- H o

Die Prege nech dom Schickeel Norwogone im Palle der erwartetem deut-
ochon Niodorlege iz Roich wird immer lobhafter ordrtcrt. Zwer wird
metet angenommen, de8 dor Xampfwart der dontsshen Boeatwengstruppin
durch eipen sngeblichen Elickgang der Diseiplin gesunken sei, 6o wer.
den z.B. Gerlichte verbreited, die deatechan Soldates virdesm sich mit
2ivilkleidorn vereeben und en diesem Iweck seldet ver Raud aicht
rurBokechrecken (Btevanger). Selbetacrde uad Pluoatfillle nach Schwe-
den surden immer h#ufiger. Auch boiBt es, sen Xifne Oeeprichen mit
Deutschen oatnchmon, da3 von diceon der Krieg gle vorloren sngeeshen
und militiriecher Widerstend io Norwogen ele einnlos betrsontes wer-
de. Trotzdem scholnt eich, eie euch durch die illegele Flugblattipr
belegt wird, mehr und achr dis Uberseugunp durchsusetses, da8 eia Zu-
seamonbruch doe Rcichee nich® eutomgtigch dio Kspituletion der Seut-
achan Stroikr8fte 1in Horwepen sur Polge habe mlirde. Zur Vorsiefung
d1000r Auffesoung trug im beeondoren beBe dor Nets in dem Tolegrean
des Bolchekommiesre an don Puhrer zum 20, April bdeis

" Wir ello, gleichaniltig walchen Rocok wir tragea,
burgon mit uneerca Lobea dafur, def die Festang
NYorwegen gehelten eird, bile der deuteche Sieg, dis
Ehre, die Proiheit und daemit die Zukunft unséroe
Volkoe ondgultig geeichort eind.®

Man gloubt oich nun der Gefehr gegenliber zu cehen, den Xrieg im
eller eeiner Harto im Lande zu srlebono.

Msglichkeiten, Keupfhandlungon in liorwogoo doch noch su ontgehen,
ernofft man sich zum Toil in elner im Verbindung =it der Xonferoas

Heading and two pages of German Intelligence report
on the situation in Norway. “No matter what uniform
we wear, we all pfedge our lives to the defence of Fortress
Norway."”

THE DANISH
RESISTANCE

AND NORWEGIAN
MOVEMENTS

From Churchill’s New

Group, 1 January 19.45:

Year Message to the Danish Resistance
At the beginning of the New Year,
you that the but 1 ¢

beast is cornered and that its destruction 1s nn-\'lluhh-.

I cannot promise
end is near: can say that the Nazi
The wounds inflicted by the armed might of the Grand
Alliance are mortal. And when we in Britain speak of the
Grand Alliance, we mean not only the armies, navies and
air forces of the United Nations: we mean also the
resistance movements throughout Europe, whose mem-
bers have played so gallant a part in this total war against
a brutal and unserupulous enemy.

To you in the Danish resistance movement, under the
brave leadership of the Freedom Council, T say this: We
know what price you have paid and are paying for
refusing to be tempted by Nazi blandishments or cowed
by Nazi threats: we know something of your achicve-

ments in harrying and wreeking the German war
machine which rolled aeross your delenceless frontiers
nearly five years ago. We admire your steadfastness and

skill.
both to the

your Your resistance is a valuable contribution

Allied cause and to the future prosperity ol

a free Denmark . . .

Gestapo cellars like this one were used for locking up
Danish Resistance fighters during their interrogation.

o

|




“I am one of many . .."

From a letter by Lars Bager Svane to his mother :

Svane was arrested on 4 October 1943, and
shot by the Germans on 29 Apnil 1944, I
Ryvangen (Copenhagen).

Dearest Mother,

Well, they have come for me. It is now 3 o’'clock, and
I have another two hours to live. I am still so young,
and used to look forward to a long life. But I am not
afraid of death 1 knew what dangers I was running
when 1 started this work. Though Denmark will soon
forget me, 1 do not regret what I have done for my
beloved country . . .

Mother dear, each day you read of many thousands
who have died. Try to take my death in the same spirit.
Give Father my love. He will soon be home, mark my
words, and the two of you will have many more joytul
years together. Thank you for a very happy childhood,
and for all you have done for me since. Only promise
me not to mourn for me: I don’t deserve it . . . T thonght
there was so much more I had to tell you, Mother, but
my mind is quite blank: perhaps I have said all there is
to be said. Thank you for all the kindness you have
shown me in my time.

Farewell, all my dear ones.

Yours Lars.

Factory destroyed by Danish Resistance fighters.

Bekannimachung

Durch das Knegegenicht sind am 26 Oktober 1943 wegten Verbrochen gegen die Verard-
Aang eun Schaize dor peserzar noiwegischen Gebiete vom 12 Okwber 1942 Ioigende
rorwegische Staatsangehorige veructeilt worden -

A) Wegen Betatigung tur einen Feindstaat und Unterstutzung von Agenten
loban Jérgeascn-Ratvasg 35 Jebre 2lt, wohnhalt in Rotvasg
Johan Hammer 43 Jahre alt, wohnhaft i Aarviksand
Haskea Eristiansen 27 Jahre alt! wohnhaft in Aarviksand
Edelsico Sobansen 22 Jahre alt, wokahaft 1n Nosdre-Rekvik

Bebror Albririsen 24 Jahre alt, wolinhaft 1o Nordre-Rekwik
cum Tode
2) Wegsn Baiugung fur emen Felndstat :
Ouar Jrgessen 12 Jahre alt, wobnhait i Aarviasand
zum Tode
C) Wagen Unterstidtaun; vor Agenten :
Slviné Laeon 47 Jahre at, woknoalt o Tromsdalen
vt Jorgomen 68 Jatre olt, wobnhatt 1y Rotvasg
zern Tode
Petrn Jéscinoen 48 Jahre ait, wohnkaft ln Aarakssnd
Astrd Banvaes 23 Jubre alt, wohnbaft in Aarviksand
Dogny Joge:asa 28 Jeh.w alt, wohnhefi in Rotvuag

n I8 Snheen Fuckhthars
D; Wegen Nichtanzmige des Avwfeatheltsortes vea Ageaton
Siqusd Jarpresa 22 Yahre cit, wohohaft o Asrvixaand
Yar! Lowrltzzn 22 Jalre @, wohnhaf} in Merdre-Rekvik
Rard Jérgenen 55 Jabre oit, wohnbaft ln Aarvivsand
Sioen Albiigiva 50 Jahre alt, wohnhaft i3 Nordre-Rekvik
Haakon Keizdeonon 44 Jehe alt, wohnhaft i Mordre-Rekvik
2t 16 Jahven Zuchthaans
Edvia fEsgersion 64 Jahre alt, wohnkaft in Aarviksand
Freidiau Andgren 3] Jaire alt. wohnhaft 1n Aarviksand
tagvald Tohwsen 24 Jabre all, wohnhatt in Nordre-Rekvik
- zn 12 Junren Zuchthnas

Bizar Jigense 30 fahre alt, wohnhaft 1n Aurtiksand
Berakard Hrgeasea 42 Johre alt, w n Aa nd
2 316 Inhven Zuchthans

Otie Olsen 35 Jahse att, wohnhalt 1n Trumaé
za 6 Jabren Zechihaas

sller Verurtedten 15t eingézonen e Todesstrafen smxd vollstreckt

52 Oxtuber 1943 Der Gerichtsharr

D5 Vermegen

List of persons sentenced to death by German court
martial in Norway.




Oil storage tank in Svelvik blown up by saboteurs. >

German troops in Denmark and Norway on 12 April 1945
(from Wehrmacht General Staff, Op. Div. lll, No. 77802)
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According to a correspondent of the N.Z.7. (15 Maich 1945 issue), Norway wilnessed
a whole sertes of major acts of sabotage, mainly directed against vailway bridges and other
radd installations, thus greatly intenstfving the transport problems of the German armies.
The admmstvative offices of the State Rarlways in Oslo weve hloww up

Division of Norway into Resistance
districts. 12
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THE GERMAN CAPITULATION IN
DENMARK AND NORWAY

¢ and 7 Mav 1945

German troops handing
their arms to members
ofthe Danish Resistance
Movement. >

General  Lindemann,
Commander of the
German Army in Occu-
pied Denmark, 19.45.

Order of the Supreme Commander of the German Army to all
German troops in Denmark, issued on 6 May 1945 :

General Lindemann, and all Army, S8, air-lorce and other units
serving under him are hereby placed under the direct command of
Field-Marshal Busch, C.-in-C., North-West, and will be known as
the Lindemann Armee.

General Lindemann’s duties as army commander are hereby vested
in Field-Marshal Busch, C.-in-C.., North-West. Excluded from this
order are all matters affecting the German Navy in Denmark, which

will be under the direct control of Supreme Naval Command.
signed: Keitel
Supreme Commander of the Wehrmacht.

2

i

Order by the Supreme Commander of the German Army to all
German troops in Norway, issued on 7 May 1945 :

1. In accordance with the instructions of the Supreme Commander,
Allied Expeditionary Forces, the Commander of the 20th Alpine
Army will prepare tor the surrender of all units of the German Army,
Air Force, SS, Police, Administration and other Organizations under
his command.

Detailed instructions for the surrender will be given by the G.O.C.,
Scottish Command, and the Commander of the 13th Group Royal
Air Force as delegates of their Supreme Commander. These delegates
will leave for Norway by air in the late afternoon of 7 May or in the
carly morning of 8 May. The British plancs will enter at Svennor
Light, fly up the Oslo Fjord at an altitude of 1,000 fi, and fire red
flares. They will land in Fornebu. Army Command, Norway, will
convey the delegates from the airstrip to the appointed meeting
place.

2. It must be emphasized once again that the conditions of the
capitulation must be observed in full. Hence the evacuation of
German torces to Swedish territory cannot be allowed. This, and also
indepeundent negotiations with Sweden or any other neutral power
would constitute a breach of the surrender terms and, according 1o
Section 2 of the agreement, will have serious consequences for the
entire. German nation. The crossing of individuals into Sweden
betore vo.00 hours on g May need not be prevented.
signed: Keitel
C.-in-C. Wehrmacht.

The German Commandant of Aarhus surrendering to the
Norwegian Resistance Movement on 1 May 1945.

May 224



he Conquest Of Berlin By The Red Army 26 April-2 May 1945
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Hitler Youth and Volkssturm thrown into the defence of Berlin by Goebbels.




Der Panzerbir

27. April 1945

Lesen und weitergeben!

KAMPFBLATT FUR DIE VERTEIDIGER GROSS-BERLINS

Bollwerk degen den Bolschewismus

Berlin: Massengrab filr Sowjefpanzer

Rundfunkansprache von Staatssekretdr Dr. Naumann

Berlin kampft fur das Reich und Europa

Borlin, 26, Apr). Der Staalssokre-]
tar im Reichsministorium fur Volks-
eulkiarnng und Propaganda, Stahs-|
teiter Dr. Neumesna hielt am
Doanerstag folaendo Rundlunk-
ansprache:

Deutsche Volksgenossen!

Der Komp! um Berlin foht nun
seit Tacen mit auflersior Harte, Alle'
Stadtteiis trazen schon Spurea die
ser  groBen Schischkt, uud unsere|
weithokannlen StraBen und  Platze]
siad ru Wahrzeichen eines  heros-
schen Ringens geworden. |

Die sowjetischeo Belehlshaher, die;
Stalin dieg verspyochene Murgeagahe
der ereberien Reichshaupistadt micht
fristgerech auf den Tisch der Kon-|
(orenz von San Franzisko lezen konan-
tea, Ireiban zur Stunde ihre Panzes-
keille und hre Schulzendivisinoen
immer ruchs.chislaser 1n verlustroiche
Stral’ nvampfe. Fur sie handelt e9
sirn daber aber micht um einen kurz-
fristicen  ocufienpolitischen P:e«uu-‘

ertaly  Ler Balschewisorus sioht in
der Eioberung Berlins don Schids.
»el zur Beherrschunog Ev-
ropac und damit sur Divlatur sher

dir  atendlandicche Well
Geoenuber  diesrm  Ansturm dor|
Steppe haben die Veriediger Fer-

tins einen schwersn Stamd, aber fhto
Haltung  entspricht der Usvfle der
Getatr, Sie snd sich der  Bodeu.
Vung ihier Auleabe bewnfit Sie wis-
arn datt hrer Taplerkeit und (hrem
RKampfwillen nicht our dae Leben
son Mil

und die Proihelt
tionen Kindern Frauen
und Manneco und doa pohtische
Zukanty des Reches anvertragt ash
auvch e zukunttice Gestal
dns  Anendlasdes. S8 wissen
dall +eor Apsturiu des Feindes
wilder worden wird, ja mebr
81 Ntarl B ers mulitarischer Ear |
~3't vova raufien sicin n, hert und
im o Begrfte o ;hm  dea Siee nag
Te'zten Augee'l ch u. dren [landen
2u winden

|
i it Person
An der Spitze der Fiihrer les.s Er, der tausend Griinde

Ander Spitze der Ver-|anlibren konnte, die seine An-
teidigung Berlins stebt wesenheit an anderer Stelle als
der Fuhrer. Diese Tatsache anpeblich wichtiger oder niitz-
aliein schon gibt dem Kamp! um!licher erschieinen lassen wiirden,
Berlin scin cinmaliges und ent-| verzichtet aul diese Umwege
scheidendes Gesicht. Wie in der und ¢ibt damit ein anspornen-
Kamplzeit, wie immer in seinem des Vorbild eines sich selber
ganzen Leben, weicht der Fiih-jin jeder Lage treu bleibenden
ree der letzten Entscheidung Kampfers Niemals hat er dem
nicht aus. sondern stellt sich/Herzen seiner Soldaten so nahe

an die Spitze des Kamp-

Paper for the Defenders of Greater Berlin

mus fir die Reichshauptaladt
hannea.

Wahread i diesea bewegten Ta-
fon dle Stastamancer der West-
machle ju Sae Franziska mil
den Seowj is schoinbarer Freund-
schalt zusemmensitzon und versu-
chen, dusch Kompromisse dou bol-
schowistischsn 1mperialismus aufzu-
halten, der sich noch niomels aa Koa-
foronsbeschlisse gohundon gefuhlt
tritt der Fuhroe in sigewer Pcr-
son tapfor der bolachcwistischoa Fiul
eus dem O«len mit dom lelzica Aul-
Reohot seiner hoslen Kralln colgegen,
feut nuischlesssn, dicsea Ansturm sus
der Sleppe anfzohalten und zu hre-
chen, Er kennl die Gofabr des Bol-
schewismas nicht erst seit heule, wa
die unverhohlone Machigior Moskaus
aoch {¢ Londos wnd Washinglon mit
immer starkorem Miblravem vormerkt
wird., Seiu Kampf halte ssinon Ur.
sprung in der Nolwehr des deulschcs
Volkes gegou den Bolscuewismus.
Wena heute Doutschland nnd Eurape
noch snicht sowjshisch sind, so is!
dies allein sein Verdiensl.

Die grofion Probleme des 20 Jahic-
hunderts, die durch das Maschinea-
zestalter borvorgernfenen  sonialen
Fragen, konulen nur auf dem Wege
juber den Nationslsnzialismous gelost
{werden. Nach dea Absichien uad Pla-
nes des Fuhrers stande beute wchoa
ein unzeislories uad pluckiiches Eu-
fopa nls unuberwindhares Bollwerk
dom Bolschewismus gepenuber. Anm
dor Durchluhroog dieves Plaacs. der
ollen Volkern Europas wnd der gan-
zen Kulturwelt nur Ssgon  bringes
kounte. wurds der Fumer durch
Machte verhindert, dis 1n vugluckseli-
ger Verkeanung shrer eigonen lntere
essen und gelanscht uhor unser wah-
ros Waollea die Holter des Bolscie-
wismus wurden, Stalt, wie vcrspro-
chen, deu kleinen Volkern Solbslan-
digkeit und Frewbeit zn garantieren,
wurden dicse gerade von 1hoen dem
Bolschowismus ausgphiefert, Aueh ihre
Torrorangn{le in Europa waren nicht
nur  kullurzerstoreade Veraichtungs-
argien i1n eigener Sachy, sondsrn vor
allom Hillsdienste zuguastes des Bal-
schewismus.

Rl

ren Stunde. Niemals war er in
der Liebe der Manner und Ronseve.“s v_'"m !
Frauen von Berlin fester veran-; Fiir immer wird mit dem Na-
kert als jetzt, wo ¢r seine ge- men Rnosevelt die Schuld
schichtliche Aulgabe mit der;verbunden sein, daBl er mit dem
seiner Hauptstadt unlisbar ver- Einsatz seines ganzen Einilusses
bunden bat. }dcn Kampl Europas gegen den
Gegoouber den  haBlerfullten  Ver- Bolschewismus in den Riicken
kundizungen der Feindpresse, e of ge‘a"en ist
nicht zugechea mochts, dall der Fuh-| "
ror des GroBdeutschen Rewches iu je-| Jahrelang ist es uns gelungen,
eigener Krait dem An-

dor Lago 1v soigem  Volke \lch!,‘.us
wissen die Manner und Fraucn von sturm dreier Weltmiachte sieg-

Roelin  dall der Fahrar hai abaen!

. Issue of 27 April 1945, reporting that Berlin has become a
mass grave for Soviet tanks, and that Berlin is fighting on, not only for Germany, but for the whole of European
civilization.
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“Most of us were killed ...

We asked him how it was that he was fighting when
he was only thirteen years old. He pointed to his com-
rades, many of them from Oranienburg. “"The district
leader, Hauptbannfuchrer Frischefsky, v.ad all of us fetched
from our homes by policemen and ordered us to report

at SS barracks and on the Castle Square. Then we were

divided up into separate squads and attached o various

SS and Volkssturm units. We were detailed to fight north
f the town. Most of us were killed by rifle fire,
when we were ordered o attack across an open ficld.
Later the fighting shifted to the centre of the town. 'or
two days. During these two days and nights, Oranicnburg
changed hands four times. Nearly all of us died. Then the
Russians started o hammer us with their Stalin Organs.
And when we called it a day and made for home, we
were stopped and had to go along o Eden, across the
canal. My Youth Group-Leader, who
hanged on the nearest tree by a few SS men and one SA
He was fiftcen. Then the rest of our squad
decided to do as we were told.

and cast o

relused,  was
man.
the original 120 Soon
afterwards the bridge across the canal was blown up, and
they left us in peace. I met a few schoolmates who told
me that the Hauptbahnfuehrer himself, his girl friend and
Hitler Youth Leader Schiller of the Aerotechnical School
had made off to the West two days earlier on bicyceles. 1
then walked to Velten and tried o make for Hennings-
dorf, where T have an aunt. But just before I got there, 1
was picked up. Then I had to fight in Reinickendorf, on
the Spandau road. Then we pulled out.
we were picked up again and ordered to ight right here.™

- he begeed.

This morning

Won't you please give me a cigarette,”

-1 pressed the hox into his hand . . .

-

From H. Aliner: Totentanz Berlin
Dance macabre in Berlin

Explanatory note to cross-section of Fuehrer's bunker

a) entrance: (b anteroom: (¢) corridor: (d) dog kennel; (¢) con-
ference room: (f) Hitler's bedroom: (g; Hiter's study: (h) ante-
chamber leading to Hitler's private suite: (i) bathroom: k) Lva

Braun’s dressing room: (1) Eva Braun’s hving and dining room:
m) lavatories: (n) washroom: (o) hatl: (p) boiler room: (q) servanis’
lobby: 1) telephone exchange: (s) Goebbels” study; (1) servants’
quarters: (u) surgeon’s bed-sitting room, later occupied by Goebhels:
v} dispensery and operating theatre: (w) exit.

Soviet tanks have won the battle of the Havel bridges.
near the Brandenburg Gate and the Wilhelm Strasse.

8 of

Hitler Youth defending a Havel bridge with Panzerfists.
Most of these boys were killed.

News from Berlin

Reports from the city become more and more harrow-
ing. For a whole week, women, children, old people, the
sick, the wounded, soldicrs and refugees, have been living
in cellars and ruins. Supplies have broken down. Thirst
is even worse than hunger— there has been no water for
Then there the constant fires, with choking
fumes pouring into the cellars and temporary shelters.
And over it all a merciless, scorching April sun . . .

days. are

I'rom Boldt: Die letzten Tage der Reichskanzle:
The last days of the Reichs Chancellery

At the same time bitter fighting continues for every house
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In July 1945 Prime Ninister Gerhardsen described the
"ETT (e o INTSQ AN settling of accounts with the 40,000 Norwegian Quislings
b‘l‘ Il II)\(’ \(‘(‘()L, NTS WITH asone of the primary tasks of the Norwegian Government,
COLLABORATORS il et

and 18,000 collaborators have been

apprchended . .. The guilty will be sentenced and will
lose their civie rights.”




German airmen leaving Copenhagen with
GERMANS MAKE WAY FOR women auxiliaries and wives.
) W e { AN ) < 4 P
BRITISH TROOPS ; . : Naguas
Norwegian policemen  trained in Sweden

May-June 1945 entering liberated Oslo by the side of
British troops.




On 29 April, General Weidling, the Commander of Berlin, informed Hitler that Soviet troops would reach the

Fuchrer’s bunker on 1 May at the latest.

GENERAL WENCK'S RELIEF
FORCE IS BOGGED DOWN
28 29 April 1945

During the night of 28 April, General Wenck reported to the German Supreme
Command tn Fuerstenberg that his Army and particularly XX Corps,
which had been able to establish temporary contact with the Potsdam
garrisou, had been forced back along the eutire front. No attack on
Berlin was now possible, the more so as support from the gth Army
could no longer be expected.

Radio message by General Krebs to Supreme Army Command ( Jodl) on the
evening of 29 April: Request immediate report firsily of the where-
abouts of Wenck's spearheads, secondly of time of intended attack,
thirdly of the location of gth Army. tourthly of the precise place in

which gth Army will break through, fifthly of the whercabouts of

Holste’s spearheads.

The Supreme Command replied al 1 a.m. on 30 April: Firstly, Wenck’s
spearhicad bogged down S. of Schwiclow Lake, secondly, 12th Army
therefore unable to continue attack on Berlin, thirdly, bulk of gth
Army surrounded, fourthly, Holste's Corps on the defensive.

General Wenck,
whose non-existing
reliel force was
Hider's last hope.

239 \ April

Pernepruch Geuleiter Hildebrandt, Eeoklenburc.

Punkepruchabeender Berlin, angenommen durch Kuhnepfel am 30.4.45
03,15 Uhr.

Dénite!

Nach uneeren immer klareren Eindriclren treten die Divieiomen
vom Famnfraum Berlin eeit vielen Tagen nuf der Stelle etatt Pithrer
Hoe. boers o = v
wiTikommen nur Nachrichten, die von @eITheus)
kontrolliert, unterdrickt oder gefarbt werden. Yir kinnen im ellge-
meinen nur uber Twilhcus senden. Fihrer befiehlt, daf Sie schnellstens
und rocksichtelos gegen elle Verrater vorgehen.

herauezuhauen.

ez, Bormann

Zusatz von Berlin:

Funkleitungsversuchy um wnhrecheinlich uneere Punkehgebe
zu verhinderm, nicht sturen laeeen. Spruch eoll en Plin weiter-
vefordert werden.

Geheim

Funkepruohsteender Berlin.
Der Finrer lebt und leitet Abwehr Berlin

s s
m‘a“
Setlrad

Bormann to Doenitz on 30 April: “Divisions stubbing
their toes instead of getting the Fuehrer out . . .7

FRR Oebeime Kosmardossche!
Orosesda Dinits:
Auslandspreese berichtet Uber neuen Verrst, Voo Ihnen erwartet der
Fihrer, daes Sie hlitsschnell und etahlhart durchgreifen gegen alle
Verr€ter im Norddeutschen Raum, Ohne Unterschied, Sobfrmer, Wenck
und andere wfseen 1hre Trews sum Fuhrer durch schmellsten Batssts
des Pihrers unter Beweie stellen.

- Borsann -

P4r die Richtigkait der Absohriften:
Ministerialret,

Jormann to Doenitz on 2g April: “*Prove your lovalty by
immediate relief of Fuehrer .. .7



HITLER’S SUICIDE

3o April 1945, at about 3.30 p.n.

I hold you responsible for cremating the bodies

In the morning of 30 April, Hitler summoned Baur,
his first pilot. and said: ~Baur, I would like to take my
leave of you.”

With great agitation, the pilot objected: **Surely, you
don’t intend to end it all?” Hitler replied: **‘I'm afraid
it's come to that. My generals have sold me down the
river, my soldiers don’t want to go on, and T myself can’t
carry on like that.”

Baur (ried to dissuade him, and proposed to fly him
to the Argentine, to Japan or to an Arab Sheikh. But
Hitler waved him aside: "I have only two alternatives
left. I could go into the mountains or join Doenitz in
Flensburg. But in a fortnight T would be just where 1
am now, and I'd have to make the same choice. The war
is over now that Berlin is finished, and I stand or fall by
the capital. One must have the courage to face things

I am putting an end to it. I know, tomorrow millions of

people will curse me — that's fate for you . . .”

Hitler then presented Baur with Lenbach’s portrait of

Frederick the Great, a portrait in whose magical powers
the Fuehrer had trusted throughout these years
Hitler continued:

“I have two further orders for you. I hold you respon-
sible for eremating my body and that of my wife. More-
over, I have appointed Doenitz my successor. Bormann
has been given several orders, which he must take to
Doenitz in person. Make sure you get out of here. It is
most important that Bormann gets to Doenitz.”

From Domarus: Hitler — Reden und Proklamationen
Hitler's speeches and proclamations), Vol. 11

One day later, on 1 May, at about 8:30 p.m. Goebbels
ordered his men to shoot him. after he had poisoned his
( !Ail(lln 1.

The “*Fuehrer’™ at the beginning (left) and at the end of
his career. Right: The (alleged) last photograph of
Hitler.

[ch selbst und meine Gattin wahlen, um
der Schande des Absetzens oder der Kapitulation
zu entgehen, den Tod. Es ist unser Wille, sofort
an der Stelle verbrannt 2u werden, an der ich
den grossten Teil meiner taglichen Arbeit im
Laufe eines zwdlfjahrigen Dienstes an meinem
Volke geleistet hade.

Gegeben zu Berlin, den 29. April 1945, 4.00 Uhr

Conclusion of Hitler’s last will and testament: “My wife
and I choose death rather than witness the shame of
overthrow and capitulation. It is our wish that our bodies
be burned immediately in the place where I have done
the greater part of my daily work during the twelve years
of service to my people.”
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ARMY GROUP B CAPITULATES IN
THE RUHR BASIN 18 April 1945

“For the Sake of your Nation’s Future, Lay

Down your arms at Once . ..
By General Ridgway

I decided to make one more try. I sat down and composed a
personal letter (0 General Maodel, and think that part of the text of it
might be of interest here. The date was 15 April 1945

Neither history nor the military profession records any nobler
character, any more brilhant master of warfare, any more dutiful
subordimate, than the Amercan General, Robert L. Lee. Eighty
years ago this month, his loyal command reduced in numbers,
stripped ofits means of effective fighting and ¢ ompletely surrounded
by overwhehning forces, he chose an honourable capitulation.

This same choice is now yours. In the light of a soldier’s honour,
tor the reputation of the German Ollicer Corps, for the sake of your
nation’s future, lay down your arms at once. The German lives you
will save are sorely needed to restore your people to theit proper
place in society. The German cities you will preserve are irreplace-
able necessities for your people’s welfare.

Branstetter dehivered this letter. He came back with Model's Chiet
ol Stall. Tt was no use, they said, Model would not consider any plea
whatever. That was that. I could do no more. From now on the blood
was upon Model’s head.

Advance in the South

From General de Gaulle’s War Memoirs

While General Bradley’s army group encircled Marshal Model's
German forces in the Ruhr Basin and brought them 1o « apitulation,
then crossed the Weser in the central Reich, that of General Devers
advanced southward from the Main. But Devers, instead of marching
east as well, tended 1o bear owards the south. H the French let him
continue, this movement would press Pateh’s army against de Lattre's,
block the latter close to the Rhine, and limit the German territory we
occupied to a few shreds of Baden. Here, operations also had a direct
bearing on the political realm. Therefore I informed de Lattre, even
betore his troops began (o cross the Rhine, 10 what extent his army’s
action would be serving the national interest. We had agreed that'‘in
any case the First Army should seize Stutigart. The capital ol Wurtem-
berg would be, m lact, the open door o the Danube, Bavaria and
Austria for our troops. Its possession would assure us, furthermore, an
important pledge to support our intentions as to the French zone of
occupation.

Field-Marshal Model, Commaader of the surrounded
German Army Group. (Model committed suicide on
21 April 1945.)
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USA-Panzer stiirmen Niirnberg

VS rdumt Strassensperren Gross-Offensive an

Der Endkampf um Berlin 0(!0!' und Neisse-

beginnt—Leipzig fast o
eingeschlossen—Halle fallt Front bricht los

RURNBERG die Stadt der Reichsparteitage, ist gestern abend durch
einen ilberraschenden Vorstoss der Amenhner iiberrumpelt worden
wnd bereits zur Hiilfte In amerikanischer H:
Nnd:dmletz&nMeldmgmdﬂngendleAmedlmnthhmmn-
von Niirnberg vor,

Mit einem Tr , das_alle
bis nach Berlin kurz nach drel Uhr morgens aus
dem Schiaf in die Luftschutzkeller scheuchte,
begannen die Sowjets gestern die Grossoffensive,
mit der sle das poch umbesetzte Rest-Reich
zwischen Oder und Elbe iiberrennen und die

werfer-Panzern and S Stur dtk
wird

wa nur noch f i d "

w

Das Tempo des Vorstosses |
stirung erspart bleiben wird,
kiimple verursscht wurde.

st 80 schnell, lm der Stadt vorsussichtlich die totale Zer-
die in anderen Stidten jedesmaldarch schwere Strassen

Der Volkssturm hat dle meisten S!.nnenspcrr:n und Panzergriben gerdumt, um
‘erwiistung za

Niirnberg cine smnlose

Semen
Die Nachncht, dass die

Amcn'kn.w
auf Schlag Benchie uber neue tefe

Stitzpunkt
Cironde-Nord
vor dem Fall

Nur Stundes

ersparen,
Der Esnmarach der USA-Panser kam ruerst vom Nordosten der Sea, nachdern sie beseits won sllen
emgeschicesen war.

Nilroberg eingebrochen auf T dem Sr.uu
imbﬂnd:r der Alinerten n Rﬁcmu':'.’ e ". m
emtrafen

Tauscndc von Panzern,

Reichshauptstadt in ihre Hand bringen wollen.

riesige Amllenemsammcn»

und zahilose F

werden dic

denen von deutscher Seite auch nicht annahernd glewch-
starkes Matenal emgegengtslellt werden kann. Allon am

auf

ERNST BUSCH.
Seion Afgab : Barin zu

Ober den
Oder im

hiitgend stomsen di alieren Verbinde suf geordueten Widerstand.
vereinzelte Widerstandsnesicr aushalten, rufen dic Panzer
%dﬂdrn:l:'cm T e wenigen Minuten ales in
Im Vormarich auf Berlin sind amerikanische Panzerverblade
Gstwinis er Elbe auf ihrem Brickenkopf Schoncbeck-Barby 15 km
weiter gegen die Rewchshauptstadt vorgestonsen. St sind nur nech
120 km von den Sowictarmesn entfent, di an der Oderfromt ur
Grossoffensive gepen Beclin angetreten sind.

Letzter Fiihrer-Appell | 2%

an die Qst-Divisionen

Der Fuhrer hat gemern einen letiien Durchhalichefehl an die
Soldaten der Onl'mm erlassen, in dem er me eufforder. der Vernich-

nach Beginn des
Gromangnfls anl’ die lbnesdtg

o Slexbucing e von
und uber dle
rondeNevd w Guond:&\m ﬂk MM oeuc Brickenhople gebildy o
et | e  Dosgi Tablze
Homn, gen de ek e g Berits auf Tageabetehd des Fabrers,
ronde or n Kampf e~ | mehr alt 100 km iter Front
sl und angen | massicren. Altesborg rattet sich-
BB deatsche Truppen und dem Ipzig muss sterbon
worgmingen B andu\mll ey | Ober Chemnitz hinous Zwer Stadie haben_gea
kai ber zum Opfer ge- durct  vere, hedene Entscher-

Brand-

faten, bet dem neusruge
hun:r ovorian vurdq\ die thre
Brandfoasigkent
Getwet versprizsen
Yesen

Nocn Meidungen
! von Grronchord

Nur zwer der
Kustenbatterren feuesn noch.

Brillantee fir Maess

Dt Eichenlaub mit Schwerrern
and Brullanien 2um Ritrerkreuz des
Euernen Kreuzes erhielt General-
leutnant Karl Mauss, Kommandeur
r-Divie

Werm

e,
aner pstwans I.ﬂ D Dll Wurzen
vorgrsiomen snd o [} 200 KM
on den ubrnigen Abschnitien
! tiegen noch 'ol.tm Meldungen
vor Besetates
Alt-Reichsgeniet DD

g 26 Soldm der deunschen | o
rmac ht

Am schnelsten gebt der Vor-
marsch m Sachwen vor sich weiter.
Nach den lerien Meldungen smd
amenkanische  Panzerspitzen tber

hunaus auf der Autobaho
watter vorgestossen.

n Chemaiz selbst geht der
Widentai e
Wesneil dee Studt 0 beretts von
den Allverten

n Halle bat die no.mm den
Kampf eimgertelit

dun,cn imrer Burgermeister e
redencs Schicksal cricht
urgermeiter von Alien-

furgia T = Tnunnm grkiane sene
Sia. 1ad, sodase
de_ Amnnu FEETS

Kurz nact Batterien dsy
Feuer auf Halle erdfineten, liess

e weisse
Fehne aufnehen, um dic Stadt vor

sicht, und aus
der umaingelten Stadt nxchi weg
dem

kann,
Beschluss

widerses

sind_in Leipzig mehr
ah Ml!lwu Einwohper “wetter-

Stand zu halten und dea bolschewisuschea
Amurm vor dcr Rekchshauptstadt In enem Blul 2u ersticken.
dieen Kamen o henst e b0 dem
rers, und es st seit dem Januar dicses Jahres
alles geschehen, um eine sterke Front eufzubsuen. Ewnc gewaltige
Anllknt empfinp den Fend. Dic Auafalle anserer Infanterie sind
durch zahlreiche neve Einbeiten erginzr. Alarmcinheiten, Nevauf-
stellungen und Volkasturm verstirken unsere Front. Der Bolschewist
mamla.un&mlm«kmmm :mununﬂ
wird vor der Hauptatadt des Deutschen

fn ofter Slog-zunridn

Der Pahrer gibt dann in scinem Tagesbefeh! bekannt, dass zahl-

Teiche ommwwmwmumu:.dmm

sam mit den Sowiets gegen dic V Bertim kampfen und

lomm die Truppe lul, ubc-ll. auch in den eigenen Reiben, nach
u zu hal

Wu Bdehl tum Ruckml bt," 50 befiehlt der Fishrer, ,.ist sofort

umnulegen, gans gheich,

welchen RAM er balul -
Det Fuhrer gibt dann seiner m-ncmmelﬂchnl Zuversicht in den
deutschen Endxhel Ausdruck und e;
Ammmmw'kdlemu-ozrbnchtn.vkmEnde
auch der Einbruch unserer 1m Westen trotz allem scheitern
wird. _Berhn bleibt deutsch, Wica wird wieder deutsch and E uropa
wird niemals russisch.*

warde o,
ersten Ansturm die Abwehr auldem ‘estufe
bet Schwedt einen neuen Bruckenkopf errchiet hahcn, aus dem heraus

éber einc Mallion Mann geschatzt.
wurden

mnmwmlﬂ&nﬂl
die dﬂ\l!!z‘:

dic Autobahn Stetun-Berin
2u gewnnen suchen.
hrekien Stoss aul Berlin
fuhren aber Verbande, dic sus Gtu

Zwhl
odmruch nordich

aepanzznien n_Aognflkelen
der Sowsels bahnen Schlachige-
schwader den Weg, die mit Raketen
und Bomben dic Bunker zerschmet-
e, die Munisonsiager sprengen

ausenanderiigen,
ehe e an dv Kampiiroo

Devtschs warnua Deulih

ische F atlschirmiager werden
£ings um Berlin abgesetzt und unter
binden

uniform, die b w.
Klnp‘ehn{(haﬂnh o Runsland
des Offizrerskomrite

e Sowjels
Einnahme von S{.
wewee vor.

bin L v:m-enmnxdzuu zahl:
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Fronten tretfen sich

20 km vor Hamburg

Im Norsioss auf Humburg und
dic Allperten bin aul

Hafenstadt  heran, l men
Emhesten der 2. Mnm\c 1nfaa
terredivision WU gesten
wischen thr(ndolf und Lune-
burg vertusisexchem Kampf
eworfen. Sk wui auf dem
uckrug each Hamburg “on der
allnerten  Luftw. sammen

schossen und xuumn\cnuhﬂmbl

In Bremen dringen flsmmen

werfende  Panzer und urmpge-

schutze n der Neustadt vor Der

Voror Brinkum musste gerkumi
o

(Fortsatrmg Satta 3)

100 RM sind nur noch

25 Schweiz.

Den nesher tefuien Siznd sen der
mmer IN2) crrenbac
e Rewhsnark wm freien |
del i der Schuew wo
nach Bcrichien aus Zuech, die
Papuermark fur noch den
hundensien Teil ihres amitichen
Touschmerres hay i

Wanrend der amthehe Kurs eines |
Hundetimark scheans (72,905, hwer-
e Franken s erhl b o

eren Devisenhandel i bewen
g8 Rappen fur 110 Mark

Der katasirophale kurssiurs der |
Rexhemark 1m neutralen Austand
wud verurw eht:

=T

Rappen wert

t o Marnhem

Susrorsches §!

en Zusimmenheo
der nanonihons Twtien Renks
reccry en Wanramgazaranin

Jetet voilig wertlos geworden 1
Durch die steigende Ausgshe

von Noigeld im Reich, wober nie- |

mand weiss. wievicl Notgeld schon |

ausgepeben wurde |

Wertere Studlc, dic jet7t Nogeld |
drucken und in Umlaul <etven, weil

e infolie dex Transparichies =
! P .
Waldenhurg ‘Y.—av\\
u, Marburg, i
S

BASEL~$Zimichs'} Inmsbruck o7

bereits den hatben We
nach Linz zuruck gelegt.

Bologna wird
von Siiden und
Osten bedroht

Due ganze liahenfront von Kusie
7u Ruste 118 ., nachdem
die Attnerien gesiern (run auch au

raict

5 ront
Ligurischen  Kuste logns
um  Grossangrfl  ubergegangen

Nach dem am Sonniaa

o0
Aiherte vernande
nur 25 km sudostwarts Bologna und
iscnbahn-

Knotenpunit Ferars pemelder
D Nortos  ginges

gt Bicher erlebt
asi 4000 Bomber decklen
hmchaatellinaen: SHHCH IHoRges

Donitz besucht

Dﬁnitzdivisi:m

Chderiront’ T hemen. et Miarme
Infanieric-Disswen

Grossadmirs

¥ uhrerhanp
ie1zten Zuflush
den Nalrhutio

Bereen

Lide-page of News for the Inm/n published by the Americans) reporting the storming of Nuremberg by U.S. troops,
the }u'nmuuw of a major offensive on the Oder and Neisse, the mu ting of Soviet and Allied forces, and the devaluation
of the mark. On 21 April 1945, Churchill declared in Bn\tul' “I do not think the period when official festivities and
and rejoicings shall be embarked on need be long de tayed.’
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T On April 23rd 1945 Heirrnh Mimm er came 1o this place.

'hcrf a braach of the ﬂoyal Swedtsh Legation was nmhsmd, :'
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