McCarthy was Right

Scads of spies infiltrated U.S. in 1940s, files show

 Democrat-Gazette News Services
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 WASHINGTON --Red-baiters like Sen. Joseph McCarthy 

weren't too far wrong about the extensive Soviet penetration of 

U.S. government agencies in the 1940s, documents released 

Tuesday by the National Security Agency show.

Transcripts of cables sent by KGB agents to Moscow in 1944 and 

1945 were intercepted by U.S. cryptanalysts and indicate that 

more than 100 Soviet agents had infiltrated the State Department, 

Justice Department, War Department, Treasury Department and 

even the Office of Strategic Services, the precursor of the CIA.

The documents give substance to charges made by Elizabeth 

Bentley, a former KGB agent who went to the FBI in 1945 to 

detail the extent of Soviet penetration of U.S. government 

agencies during World War II. Although Bentley was discredited 

as being unreliable, other KGB officers gave Moscow the same 

information she gave the FBI.

The FBI was never able to identify many of the agents, and 

Bentley had no corroboration for her charges.

Ronald Radosh, a historian who has studied the McCarthy era, 

said the KGB cables are forcing a reinterpretation of history of 

the post-war "Red scares" in the United States.

"Not everyone accused by McCarthy was innocent," Radosh said, 

noting that the backlash to McCarthy's anti-Communist crusade 

tended to discredit anyone who sought to expose Soviet activities 

in the United States.

But historian David Kahn, author of "The Codebreakers," said he 

is far more cautious about reviving McCarthy's reputation, 

recalling McCarthy's unsubstantiated campaign against George 

Marshall. "I don't want to go overboard," Kahn said.

The National Security Agency released 500 translations of KGB 

cables Tuesday as part of a yearlong project to declassify and 

make public the wartime work of U.S. code-breakers who 

uncovered Soviet spying activities here.

Previous releases of documents have detailed Soviet efforts to 

steal nuclear secrets and the involvement of Julius and Ethel 

Rosenberg in wartime spying. 

Among other disclosures is that U.S. code-breakers knew by late 

1947 or early 1948 that British diplomat Donald Maclean was 

spying for Moscow while working at the British Embassy in 

Washington.

The British Secret Service has insisted its spy-catchers didn't 

finger Maclean as a Soviet mole until 1951, when Maclean and 

fellow spy Guy Burgess fled to Moscow.

The KGB cables show Maclean was providing the Soviets with 

top-secret State Department documents involving U.S. military 

plans in Germany as well as various top-level diplomatic 

negotiations.

Vernon Newton, director of the Franklin Roosevelt Presidential 

Library in Hyde Park, N.Y., who has studied the Maclean spy 

case in British and U.S. archives, said this material confirms 

what American historians have suspected for years.

"I'm rather amazed and satisfied how close a lot of us were to 

what was being transmitted," Newton said. He doubts any major 

revision of the famous British spy case will be necessary now that 

the original documents are available.

The National Security Agency is releasing the documents via the 

Internet. They can be found at http:/

Liberal Reporter Admits:

JOE MCCARTHY WAS RIGHT

========================
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Conservatives rubbed their eyes in amazement when they saw 

the article that appeared in the April 14 Washington Post - 

stunned, in fact. Written by one of the most liberal authors 

in America, Nicholas von Hoffman, the thrust of the piece was 

this: Sen. Joseph McCarthy (R.-Wis.), the goblin so feared by

liberal America, was right, or fundamentally right. The major

headline over the article asked: "Was McCarthy Right About

The Left?" And the subhead answered the question: "The Reds 

Were Under the Bed While the Liberals Looked Away."

Von Hoffman revealed he still isn't much of a McCarthy fan,

indeed, he still loathes him, but he admitted the Wisconsin

lawmaker was onto something big when he said that our govern-

ment was saturated with real, live Communists. And McCarthy's

accusation, he also wrote, has now been substantiated by the

National Security Agency's (NSA) "Venona project," which

intercepted messages passed between Soviet intelligence agents

in the United States and intelligence agents in Moscow.

(See Human Events, March 22, 1996, page 5.)

"The age of McCartyism," said von Hoffman, "...was not the 

simple witch hunt of the innocent by the malevolent, as two

generations of high school and college students have been 

taught."

    In fact, the document disgorged by the NSA give "evidence 

    that the Roosevelt and Truman Administrations were rife 

    with Communist spies and political operatives who reported, 

    directly or indirectly, to the Soviet government, much as

    their anti-Communist opponents charged."

Von Hoffman went on: The growing body of evidence about Soviet

infiltration and espionage shows that "Ethel and Julius Rosenberg,

executed in June 1953 for atomic espionage, were guilty; Alger

Hiss, a darling of the establishment, was guilty; and that dozens

of lesser known persons such as Victor Perlo, Judith Coplon and

Harry Gold, whose innocence of the accusations made against them

had been a tenet of leftist faith for decades, were traitors, or,

at the least, ideological vassals of a foreign power."

Even more moderate politicians, such as Sen. Robert Taft (R.-Ohio),

who argued that these people might have influenced U.S. policy,

were scorned, noted von Hoffman. "The greatest Kremlin asset in our

history," said Taft, "has been the pro-Communist group in the 

State Department, who surrendered to every demand of Russia at

Yalta and Potsdam, and promoted at every opportunity the Communist

cause in China, until today communism threatens to take over all

of Asia." But Secretary of State Dean Acheson, an establishment

pillar, noted von Hoffman, concluded that Taft had "joined 'the

primitives.'"

For as long as the subject was hotly debated, said von Hoffman,

"it was the practice in leftist circles to scoff at the rustic

notion that the 'secret' of the bomb could be stolen at all.

Now we know, thanks to the latest Venona transcripts, that a 

Harvard-trained physicist named Theodore Alvin Hall was passing

secrets about the instrument which changed world politics [for

the worse] in the last half of the 20th Century."

And where was President Harry Truman, now a celebrated cold warrior?

Well, early on, he was being "soft on communism," said von Hoffman.

When English Prime Minister Winston Churchill delivered his famous

"Iron Curtain" speech at Fulton, Mo., in March 1946, Truman instantly

disavowed his remarks. "Astonishing as it may seem to those who get 

their history from movies and TV, the American President invited

Joseph Stalin to come to Fulton and give a speech presenting his

side of the story. Truman actually offered to send the battleship

Missouri to fetch the Soviet tyrant."

McCarthy, in von Hoffman's view, was a "duplicitous bully," but in

a global sense...was on to something. McCarthy may have exaggerated 

the scope of the problem but not by much. The government was the 

workplace of perhaps 100 Communist agents in 1943-45."

Von Hoffman, erroneously, accused McCarthy of getting everything wrong,

and not knowing who the Communists in government were. But to von

Hoffman's credit he also concluded that McCarthy "was still closer to 

the truth than those who ridiculed him."

[end]

Source: Human Events, p.4
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