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Section 1
GENERAL GUIDE
TO ThE PRESIDENT




GENERAL GUIDE TO THE PRESIDENT

Brother | wosident

the responsibility for this RITUAL AND GUIDE OF SIGMA

To vou 15 given

pHI EPSILON FRATERNITY. This responsibility includes not only the

safeguarding 0 f the ph vsical book, but also the .w.c.-_,f‘eguarlcﬁr:rg and application

of its contents The philosophy and ideals that are contained herein are yours

o promote an d reach 1o the {"”.d that every member of the chapter may

experience a Irue fraternal relationship with all Sigma Phi Epsilons every-
high standards its everyday

where. As Sigma Phi Epsilon performs with

phrﬂmi ;?;:r-:’rmmm' everywhere, 50 must it continue in the spiritual and moral
pf}ﬁ\'ﬂ This book IS mMore than a Ritual of Sigma Phi Epsilon ceremonies. It 1s
q handbook for I

he study of our fraternity.
ation as large as ours, uniformity is difficull. So it is that this
pasic guide is printed and distributed 1o every chapter. Each year the officers of
a chapter change, 50 it follows that wsually all of the initiation ceremonies ST
pe read from the Ritual This does not mean that no part should be committed
' Certainly every Sigma Phi Epsilon should learn the Oath of
has taken. Certainly the opening and closing ceremonies of the
including the fffriﬁffff’F'-ﬂ' prayer, should be given from

closing admonition of the I wesident as he welcomes the

from his mind and heart and not from the printed

In any organiz

to memory.
Obligation he
chapter meeting,
memory. Certainly the

new brother should come

page.
1 memory or the printed word,

In all the ceremonies,

d knowledge are essential. Those who have parts in the various
hould practice reading and speaxing their parts; they should
and performance where necessary 1o
The meaning and pronunc

whether produc ed fron

pracfice an
ceremonies S
praclice fming

among all participants.
used should be learned since many are

aliain g w0l COOT linanon

noi CoOmmaon in ki rvday [anguage.

Il of the ceremonies the atmosphere, SUrroundings, timine and schedl
ct the desired result a dignified, tnougniju mnd meaning

; 'f'-'r.'t'.'-t'ﬁ-"f.-'![ .'J.'h"e'*. as exempiiyi

_.':,'|-.III'||._.||;

¥ IH".:': J

Ina
affe
our fraternii)
Pni Jr;:ﬁ*-.'a'ln'h"i' { _.I"f'ff.fe

'FHIT) I:JI-|I|II:'1||. Hil o .'In'-"u'

The chapter room or meelingr om of Sigm
with the dignil) and purpose 0f I

|‘Il|' !I-'|I|I-!' -"-lrlrllllﬁllll.""'-'.u'-: i
|I.‘I1.||"lli.|l.|l‘l.:: F1
J.F.r.'l.”f.'*.-"f eI Ncleni

room designed wil
mind. The fixiures and fu
-:*'tﬁf’::'.fmr!fl' arrangi d 10 aAcc
cation of our principles.

[8]

F I I 1 TH o | y f F ]
JaAior al the worads tnaldr

.|Ill|llllllll|.|

iﬂ?‘i‘:’?;:z;g; iﬂﬂz E;Ht’ d be g:r constructed that it would be both a meeting room

relatively simple rﬂj:fﬂl Gﬂ;{ﬁ'm” from one use to another should be a
bt . in s Hri;- and neither use detracting from the other. If you do
future incor, el : {:"pd ce in your chapter, by all means make plans for its
P ﬂﬁ'm’n g :’ g':s oes not follow that in the meantime the present
AEsousa N e cannot be made somewhat suitable.
us incongruities should be moved or covered. The setting should be

dignified and formal.
At all meetings, all brothers should be busy with the matter at hand. Reading,

uf! ;m::g, Con lf[}r.s-fﬂg‘ eating, and smoking are oul of order. C lothing should be
consistent with what a brother would wear to church. Slippers, shorts, denims,

swealers, elc., are nol appropriate.

sufficient time is available for full undersianding and exemplification. They
.ﬁ-h{]!lﬂlﬂ' never be hurried nor placed in a prﬂgr;::m where other activities or
social events can in any way detract from or lessen their importance. Chapter
meetings are regularly held each week. Every member has ample opportu S
to plan his study and activities so that neither they nor the fraternity’s meeting

need suffer.

You should also be aware that the Ritual Committee recognizes that some

E-.hr;fm-r_t may like to personalize the ritual by including an addition, such as
Hr_,r‘rJHJ'HJHIE.IJ‘I on the local L'h”fﬂf’r"{ .JH.."rHJ.":!'_ orda ""-“FFI{'”“-’”{- such as an fjﬂ.ﬂfﬂﬂ:
ceremony. The 32nd Grand Chapter (Atlanta, Georgia; 1971) adopted Reso-
lution No. 23 which permits such supplements upon approval by the National

f}'l"-'fq'-r-l! I"-',ii .I!r.‘”-rl_'f 1ars I Y 'L.-H{-EFIL'.F H“"j””{{ 10 use a _"n:H!PF:L'HEL'Hf (o {hf_' ,I"”Hﬂ"[ “‘I

cordially invited to submit its material to the Ritual Commuttee for approval. It

loes not empower anyone (o delete

should be understood that the legislation «
any portion of the RITUAL AND GUIDE OF SIGMA PHI EPSILON.

Honorary members are encou raged by the Fraternity. Many chapters encour-
i honorarily, and beginning in 1984, many chapters

age ."-:;'!-'Ii'n'.?"-. fo be inihiatec _
have extended that invitation o communiiy leaders who can enhance chapter
life through honorary membership. The Renaissance of Brotherhood program

lition at many

hecoming a strong [rac
to those invited by the under-

JIDATE IS NOT A MEMBER
"RATERNITY. The private

l
1EMDETA.

has been a Jox ‘al poini for this ¢ J’..".H-"I' and 15

Honorary membership is available
'_'-"c.'u'll'-:u'l'n:' i -'II-:.'_.”u'c'J". PR( Wil NG !IJI ik L. 1."'!!
F° ANOTHER MEN'S COLLEGE SO( TAL |

'}
ar initiating honorary n

i -'I.II II If'.llr ¥EE
I

(
CONMAaIns INSITUCTIONS |

ninanon Ceremaoniy i




Section 11
CHAPTER MEETING

Part 1
PREPARATION




PARAPHERNALIA AND EQUIPMENT
Robes
President’s robe (royal purple trimmed with gold)

g;:u-{’r_c&idtm‘s robe (dark red trimmed with silver)
haplain’s robe (plain black with 4-in. Greek '
. -in. CTOSS SEWT
upper left side of robe) oo
Gmr.!lc:_z-a robe (pearl gray faced with purple)
Examiner's robe (pearl gray faced with red)

The President’s Table
Chairs for the President and Vice-President
! Gun.rd's. robe (black faced with purple)
Senior Marshal’s robe (black faced with red)

The Bible
Corinthian column

e ¢ column _ :
f::iif {ﬁ;:ﬂril ;; o Jum{:? Ma}'shal*s mbﬂ_ (black faced with red)
(Greek cross mounted on base - Candidate’s Tobe (plain black)
Vase of purple violets and dark red roses | o) :
Candles and holders (Sél of six) DEEE?L EF?;;ET;:‘EFJPE e

i and gavel : er
ff:ﬁh P::sifinf 's table 1 } i b.:lusi:;al Selections (i.e.: Debussy's Clair De Luné;
g 5 T:.'_ha_umwsky s Scrlcnad{: for Strings in C Major, Op. 4%: Rach-
Hourglass mm\::-::} e ?nd Piano Concerto; Rimsky-Korsakov's Scheharazade,
Rolled diploma or Wagner's Tannhauscr Overture)
Pitcher of water
Warer goblet
Chaplain's rable
Chaplain's chatr
A kneeling bench
Chair for Guard
Chair for Examiner
Chairs for Marshals
Evaminer’s table
Chairs for members
The United States or Canadi
The Fraternity flag (siz€ 2£xo)
Flag standards and bases
Ballor box and ballois
Black sleeping blindfold or
Flat wooden roothpicks
hout 5-ft. long with 2

mn flage (5

Chain (a
Incense (optional)

Insignia illustrations (fram
Initiarion badge mounied on
Greasepainl Pencil (availabl
Table cloths (set of four)

String or cord




he President’s Table, hehind which is seated the
wble is the Kneeling Bench. On the
Bible, the Greex Cross, 4 Vase of

Ll K L |
Iymn to the rnght of

At the head of the roont 15 1
President. In front of the President s T¢
President’s Table is a Table cloth, the
Purple Violets and Dark Red Roses, the Corinthian Co
the President, a Broken Doric Column to the left of the i
candles and holders and a gavel. On either side of the fre
seated the wo Marshals; the Senior Marshal on the Fri
Junior Marshal on the President’s left. Berween the M
unfurled United States or Canadian and Sigma |
standards.  The United States or Canadian jlag

President’s Table; the Fraternity flag is to the left «//

AT El ]

{

The Vice-President’s station at the opposite end of Vi

nd overlaid with a Table Cloth on whic!

a Table a
Pitcher of Water ani «

Holders. During initiation, a
on the Table.

-

i ..r_'_|1. i) .ll;l:'_ll' :Il'u.: 11

l [T .|I'.|'| '-i'.lll .ir'\.. "'I'I.:III ]

L reliraeli g | | A 1 ]
= | L i i L L L i 1 Y 1547 Wil
L 5 : mildwil )
wiweern fhe FFri | L] -
! i 5 Lid Fir I!.-I' {# -\.I-E". M ' 4
- Chand ; | : [ Lrie
1apiain Al 1% a vl i 5 I I . il ;o3
i s | 4 ELL LA {DOR whRicn IS d |r|'.'ll"|". { loth: and during

if. AN Tha=dlsi + B allad Tl s A K | : |
L Hourglass, a Rolled .”-,’-w-”lu. a Sword, and one ( andle and

inifari
IIr fr' .'.'Il_qlll 'y
luring initiation, the area surround-

e 'Irr'“-'.'fr'l-_-jr LS \.r_'r]‘,'f-d next 1o I'J!ll, l.-llll'.-'"-li"_ !TIJ i
be intruded upon

ing the fraternity house or place of inifiation ¢ ould possibly
the President should

fy 1 9 . -
by someone who is not a brother in Sigma Phi Epsilon
| be: (1) to keep a

appoint a lemporary Sentinel. This Sentinel’s duties wil

ilant watch around the initiation area, (2) to discourage or prevent any
s of the ceremonies, and (3) to

¢ the initiation room that

VIE
intrusion that would disrupt the proceeding

report immediately any suspicious actions outsid
would lead to divulgence of the private work of the fraternity.
During the opening and closing of meetings and during initiations only
candlelight should be used.

The Marshals are responsible for all paraphernalia and equipment and are

responsible for the preparation of the chapter room prior 10 the opening of
the meeting. The President shall be responsible for the five copies of the
RITUAL AND GUIDE OF SIGMA PHI EPSILON FRATERNITY. All
ritual meetings and initiations shall be formal (coat and tie), including the

use of robes and paraphernalia.
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Section 11
CHAPTER MEETING

Part 11
MEETING PROCEDURE




OPENING
||r.iI | f i i - — |
Jrn'. §I, [he Senior Marshal and then the Junior Marshal advances 1o the
= Ir{““l‘{]"r"i‘l‘ W | i Fe e | P 2
officers rise. j b aatlon k. password, gives the interpretation and then
(e Frin i (r o 5
the grip. Following completion of the ideniificalion, the Marshals

I ali r e .

|'£.‘I.Il.n' |'-il|'.l ll"'l! '."-‘;'.I-!:.‘Ii'l' ‘I.!-:l |||I|':-|'I".|;||III"-.'.'-:
resume their

: e [helr SIaions.

N d L) Pl Fl
I

|||I"I;'I. ‘Ir "_f'.l '-|'{ IJII! I'-'."

PRESIDEN]

Brother Marshals, the Token and Sign are correct. By virtue of the

PRESIDENIT
is a Token?
loken and Sign you will ascertain if all present are brothers in Sigma

Bri yther II'-.|'..'L'-i:|rL‘“"~|'J'q.'J'-|I.. what

VICE-PRESIDENI
Phi Epsilon.

A memonal of friendship, Brother President

Marshals pass

The President taps three times and all members rise. The
password and

down their respective sides of the room recelving the
eiving the interpretation and the grip. They meet in front of the Vice-
President’s station, march in step to the I wesident's Table, and report [0

PRESIDENT
What is a Sign?

VICE-PRESIDENT

A proof of frie ndship.
the President.

SENIOR MARSHAL
Brother President.

BOTH MARSHALS
We find all present to be brothers in Sigma Phi Epsilon.

PRESIDENT

How do we advance a Token and Sign’/

VICE-PRESIDENT

By a word and a grip.
present without the passwood the President

PRESIDENT
Advance me a Token and Sign. m If there should be anyone
shall request him to leave the meeiing.

Vice-President advances 10 the President, gives the password, receives
the interpretation, gives the grip, and refurns 10 his starion. m PRESIDENT
It is well.

PRESIDENT
'. Marshals return to their stalions.

Brother Marshals.
. PRESIDENT
Both Marshals turn and face the President m Brother Guard, watch well thy door and et no one enter unless he give
the proper knock and have the proper Token and Sign.
Brothers, before entering upon our important task let us bow our

MARSHALS
m heads in humble prayer 10 Almighty God.

Brother President.
Chaplain offers prayer from memory.

PRESIDENT
Advance me the

Token and Sign of Sigma Phi Epsilon.
(21]

[20]




CHAPLAIN
Almighty God We, Thy humble servanis do most heartily thank Thee
for our creation, preservati .n_and all other benefits ol this life; and we
heseech Thee to | ok upon us W ith favor in our efforts to promote the
principles O Thy most holy Word We implore Thee to W atch over
our beloved fratermily and to guide it in Thy ways and in the words ol
Thy Commandments Grant that we revere hy Word and fulfill [hy
[aw. At last bnng us O Ihy Kingdom and the Life Everlasting Amen.

PRESIDENI
Brothers, what 1s the motto signified by the letters Sigma, Ph, and
Epsilon?

Answer should be given in d low audible voice.

ALL BROTHERS
= AN S e

PRESIDENT

Keep that in mind and may your attitude toward one another be
always one of brotherly love.

The President laps once and all are seated.

PRESIDENT
I now declare this meeting of -

of the Sigma Phi Epsilon Fraternity open for the transaction of all
business that may regularly come before it.

% % ® ® % & ® ¥

<
3
[
- |

-
-
-
.
X
.
1
=3
=3
1

|
o

ORDER OF BUSINESS

[. Roll Call.

2. Reading of the minules of the preceding meefing
3. Financial repori.

T e :
4. Reporis of standing and special committees.

5 - P g
5. Reading of nofices and communicalons.

Unfinished business.
New business.
Proposals for membership.
loting on proposed names.
). Reports f}j'.ﬁ'rt'kila'h"-.'-
Remarks for the good of the fraternity.
Distribution of membership cards and certificates.
Installation of officers.
Reading or discussion of Ritual.

. Closing




The President 1aps three

rimes and all members rise. The President

*HiL

EJ':.!'I-:}'I?'L LT |r-"li'{' ice J'rl."'l ‘-1'-:'.'rt

PRESIDENT
Brother Vice-P
Epsilon?

‘I.'I('E-I’HE‘.'-;I[JI-.H'I'
To remember his 0O

Ritual, to uphold Virtue,

betterment of himselt
Sigma Phi Epsilon.

everlasting glory 1O

PRESIDENT
Brothers, may we ever

repeat the motlo of the

resident, what are the

ath of Obligation, to foll

duties of every Sigma Phi

ow the teachings of the

and Brotherly Love for the

Diligence,
that our lives may bring

and his brothers

remember these duties Lo our fraternity. Let us

fraternity together.

Answer should be given in

a low audible volce.

ALL BROTHERS
H o

PRESIDENT
Brother Senior
them here upon

Marshal, collect the copies of
the President’s Table.

.

the Ritual and place

The Senior Marshal does this and returns

to his stafion.

PRESIDENT

I now declare this mee

ting closed in due and regular form.

th arms crossed and hands clasped simulating

Members form a circle wi
they sing the Fraternily Anthem.

the grip. In this position

[24]

3
3
3
1
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Section 111
INITIATION CEREMONY

Part 1
ADVANCE PREPARATION
OF CANDIDATES

Part 11

EXAMINATION AND
PREPARATION




I'I."ll ll‘ II"' - k » i . 5w
: 15 Fraternity, 1 assure you that it will in no way

particular creed, nor will it in any way

demand allegiance 1o any
o 3 1 3
CUOTLERICT WLl W 1 STER | Tiatl 3
your duty to your God, your country, your lellow man

ADVANCE PREPARATION
OF CANDIDATES Or yourself

"The chapter's Bible 15 ) . ; }
IDICT'S Bible 18 Known as the (| BIDg James Version, New

Eneolish Version .
% g Version, Douay Bible). It will be used unless you prefer 10
15 YO wn Bibl ¥ i SCRYY WL E
) | I|_|r own Bible, which you will L"""f‘r'"‘f} or vou mav affirm vour
AL D e 3 W - " I <l J

y swearing it before the assembly of brothers. 1f you prefer

ri? { ..l'..'.'.',"'|'-'_ i '::.JrlqulllrJ|'lri'|'-'f
ll:.l 11% ¥ - & 5 L . 8 : ;
use other than the chapter Bible, please indicate your preference

of Sigma Phi Epsilon should

The initiation ceremony for new members
before the time of initiation.”

gnificant and meaningful experiences of a member’s

bhe one Ol LRC T Y
Vote to Chaplain: If any candidate wishes to use a special Bible, or

fraternity life
affirm” his oath, note the candidate’s name and his wish, and advise the

rs that they take a solemn and hinding
Oath of Obligation to themselves and to Sigma Phi Epsilon. This oath
he taken on the chapter’s Bible or on another Bible of the
as the Douay Bible, the King James Version, or
an oath before the assembly

We require of all new membe
rifualist and the mmuiation teant.

may
candidate’s choice (such
the New English Version), to by SWearing
of brothers.

candidates to understand the various oplions
make an alternate choice if they

To make it possible for the
their meaning far enough

before initiation and to allow them 1O
wish, it is necessary to explain the options and
in advance for a candidate LO securc his own Bible if he wishes 1O usc
it. Therefore, it 1S suggested that all candidates, individually or as a
group, be carefully informed of the options and their meaning by using
the following explanation:

d into membership 1n S1gM4a

"Gentlemen, you will soon be initiate
Phi Epsilon Fraternity, a ceremony that should be a signifi
meaningful experience.

"Prior to the initiation ceremony, you will b

membership form that must be carefully documeni:
because this becomes a vital part ol our Erat:

"vou will also be given a chapter iniiiat
become a permanent part of our chapter
be prepared 10 pay your initiation fee bel
"During the initiation ceremonies, you il
solemn and binding Oath of Obligatior
Phi Epsilon. This Oath of Obligation i
chapter’s Bible, or upon your own Bible, o
~ before the assembly of brothers. In admini:




INSTRUCTIONS

M Er it .'l.'.f;']_:' Ir-'.r.'.-! iF [ IR LR DA il f],!‘i.l_.;fl vioafe 1.5 1O fy

B I e T S e TIVT ; 3
(15 PrOVILEE fear LR Ir-'||! J.r.'-'} !-;'1 14 e H"!I!'jI .-‘-1.i.J4..l'.|‘|'.'.i'E."-.r-'l' 1IIVE

¢ Section E _Arti les 25, 26 and :"I which stare:

ghall b done al a Iy gular meeting ol an undergraduaic or

5 cial meehing called for thal purpose

balloted upon separately, and only members in go Wl standing

Jedee [rom tmiGiation in Sigma Phi Epsilon, the chapter must

K,

Notify the pledge, thrt wgh the chapter president, al least two weeks belore a vole
of climination is cast, thal his membership is 1n question, excepl In an €mcrgendcy,
in w h;,-__h Svent a Dwi -1 hir ds vole « if Lhe I'I'|l._'l'l'lr"il._‘[-'!;-h|'['| may (A1 :\'l,-H'_"TI'J.! ”'I-i!‘. |'I|_'| WSO

Conduct a chapter voleE where a quorum of two-thirds of the membership 1s
present and one-third of the active membership voles 10 eliminate the pledge

In all cases, any volcs on the pledges arc done at a chapler mecling W ith no
pledges prescnl with no form of secret balloting.

COnly one candidate {'.r}'f'm'n'em':m is to be examined and initiated at a time
with the same ritual ream.

The Recorder shall fill out the records for the candidates in the Member-
ship Record Book before the initiation ceremony is begun.

The Controller shall collect_the initia
ceremony 1S begun.

Before the initiation ceremony begins, each candidare is ¢
Examiner's Assistant ( appointed by the Presideni) 1o «
later to the Preparation Room. The Examiner conauci
door of the initiation room. The Guide returns i
immediately following the initiation ceremony 10 dre
section of the initiation, which is the Inierpr

The Preparation Room should be a small .
Roont. The Examiner is in charge of this ro
RITUAL AND GUIDE OF SIGM.4..
Table Cloth, Candle Holder, Candle, @ |

Hoodwink, String, and a Black Robe for th:

~ The pre-initiation examination should v jr
approved by the chapter counselor.

EAXAMINATION AND PREPARATION

!rlll|ll:I eI |II| III"' B Ty B .
. LLLLEE ; g .|||'.._.J|| Info [he 'r'l"'!"||':'|"1'|lr'J.rlr.-'Fi' Raoom by the Examiner’

1 ssi5iant iniroduced 1o 1} -
= .|.. [ 18 ll P HCEed ||I|-.|l |II‘.|f_I f.-l'llérrllllkjlfllll_ I'I‘:‘I“J!n!"l:‘.i‘ In a |!'|Iu"rll.- fll.‘l.l..lrlLl IJ: 5
LXAMIREr 5 |'{:'|"i'.!ll'.' {i'l'.'l'q'l hlindinlded The Exre i ; eyl
II'IJII r..lll.r Jr |I L LATELE ML Il'll I|| |.|:,|_”r|'|l-|||--lr- ihen "l‘l.'{{l“'- IF“”|"|I'"|I||| !.“l
[ ] Lt i 3 o | - i ) o 1 T L L
laiie and SUDmiILs Ine o |:-II'|'-I:4'|!I:.!I|2'”-!_' (] .HI'I"' fl'lflllrl'l'll-rlr examination
o ELY Fie EF _11 . 1 ] i‘-

EAAMINER
7"_“1 'i".l e |, vou are about to be invested with the secrets of the Sigma
Phi Epsilon Fraternity. Behind the veill of my tlrh ih.ﬂ 'J_H:me
work, the '|1.:-_._'1'!.1_ of high purpose, lofty ideals and :-zu_i'l_"mrrw pr-.i.;'u': 1'th
burns u._-lu.-unllmn.'u_n-.'l'-.. Only in an attitude of rl;"-.r._'rr:ru._'f.:rﬁ‘-law _E;I'm:'
secrets be approached; and before you receive them, 1 must 'n-;x,-u

_"r' Or : S0 H ] | '!'l-!l assurance 11"| at :.I.' Our molves |. n se L"]."'; in E mem h: 1.?.1_" 1 FI l n
our fratermity are worthy an d rishteous.

Personal advantage and gain are not to be granted within this
t"ll'.l_'illhf._'ZT!'H. wod. Unselfishness and altruistic s wvice will be deman dtd
of you. Worldly ambition, idle cuniosity, and Hﬂ'lfwﬂﬂ.'éﬂlflﬂi?‘JTTiﬂ-ﬁl
must within this very room be laid aside and your heart purged of

I__:"u.'L_‘.T"_'-..' |_|1.n~.~.,-q;~rthy motive for seeking the communion of our
fellowship

Since | am charged with the responsibility for your entrance 1 ask

you solemnly, are your motives in coming here those worthy and

honorable ones I have mentioned. .
CANDIDATE

They are.

EXAMINER

Before accepting our invitation to become a member of Sigma Phi
Epsilon, you were informed that although we demand allegiance to
no particular creed, we require a thoughtful and considered belief in
the most profound concept to enter the human mind...known by ¥
many names, among them Yahweh (ya'we), Creator, Supreme
Being, or God, each conveying the affirmation that life has a meamng
and purpose. This belief and affirmation carries with it certain
commitments and responsibilities to ourselves and our fellow men as :
are embodied in our cardinal principles—VIRTUE, DILIGENCE, | @
and BROTHERLY LOVE. Are you willing 10 embrace these in | 8




ANDIDATE

. -
| .\,!.rl.

EXAMINER
You shall proceed, your eyes veiled, in symbol of the darkness
through which you grope in your quest for the light that will
reveal to you the beauty and truth of Sigma Pl Epsilon.
Follow your guide, do as you are bid, and fear no harm. Be
alert, for you will be examined later.

EXAMINERK
[ would impress upon you that the secrecy that surrounds us is not
idle pretense hut a veil to hide from the outer world our pro-
ceedings that they may not be misinterpreted or corrupted, and that
our pure ideal may not be dishonored. Not for mere pleasure are
we banded together but for the earnest pursuit of lofty ideals, higher
culture, and mutual benefit.

vou will be bound by an Oath to do your share in this work and
to assume your share of the responsibilities in Sigma Phi Epsilon.
This oath will bind you to secrecy, yet it will in no way interlere
with the duty you owe L0 your God, your country, your fellow men,
or }nur}a{:]f_- So assured, are you willing to proceed?

When the Examiner receives the signal that the chapter is in
readiness, he conducts the candidate to the door of the inttiation
room and instructs him in the proper method of gaining admil-
tance. The candidate is instructed to give three knocks, then one
knock. The Guard will reply by giving one knock, then three
knocks. The candidate then is instructed to give two knocks,

CANDIDATE i
pause, two Knocks.

[ am.

EXAMINER
Are vou willing to submit yourself unreservedly into our hands that
our sacred ceremonies may be performed and that you may be tried

-
and proved before becoming a member of Sigma Phi Epsilon? ﬂ
-

CANDIDATE
I am.

EXAMINER e
It is well. I will now prepare you [or yovi initiation
clothes from the waist up.

The hoodwink is opened. The Examiner bids ine oot
himself by removing Ais clothing from the wais! ..

1 ' ] ¥ 5 J |I
hhonorary or alumd membersh: » are prepared 5 : ]
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candidates.) The chain is p:’mm’ over his left <F ..
with sipng, the black robe is placed casually « andidate 1.8 S
hovdwink is closed. The Examiner then conuiues

e o




Section II1
INITIATION CEREMONY

Part I1
FORMAL INITIATION




INSTRUCTIONS

The paraphernalia should be carefully checked by the Marshals to mak:
cerfain that everyvthing 1s in readiness before the ceremony begins

The ceremony of initiation IS a parl o] 4 regular
President, therefore opens the regular meeting in the usual way and then
proceeds with the initiation.

All partic ,r'llr:l,[._l'.!;'f'-. of the ceremon) vhould "-In':'{'-:-'-'i- with claril)

When background music is used, the President should appoint a
member to carefully control and vary the music s volume throughout the
ceremony.

FORMAL INITIATION

—

r / 7 Y P T = el Q i
15 soon as the formal meeting has been opened, the President dispenses
with the regular order of business.

PRESIDENT

We shall dispense with the regular order of business and proceed
with the order of imtiation

Meciing |'r.l|l.'|'

and
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The chapier is then given the following charge by the President (before
the first candidate only)

———rmmrm =

PRESIDENT
My brothers. we are about to administer the ceremony of imtiation
into Sigma Phi Epsilon. We shall communicate our secrets 1o the

candidate in a spirit of reverence. If we perform our work well, this

candidate, looking back, will find no happier recollection than this,
his first entrance into our Fratermity

[ would remind you, before administering this ceremony, of your
own solemn and binding Oath of Obligation as a member of Sigma

Phi Epsilon and of your dedication to our ideals of Virtue, Diligence,
and Brotherly Love.

Now. we shall bring to this candidate our concepts which, we
believe. will be beacon lights on his journey through life. 1, therefore,
charge you to maintain quiet and order at all times, and to be alert to
aid in the effective discharge of this duty.

When the candidate's knocks are heard the Guard opens the door a few
inches to conduct with the Examiner the following dialogue.

GUARD o
Who seeks admittance to the halls of Sigma Phi Epsilon?

(35])




EXAMINER :
A humble stranger desinng those benelits to be obtained therein
GUARD
Is he ;‘nrnz.'lpi.'r!_x prepa red?
EXAMINER
He 1s.

GUARD
Are vou persuaded t hat he i1s worthy’
EXAMINER
[ am.
GUARD
It is well. Let the stranger be admutted.
ﬁ__.—__.__-__.—ll_'l—__.--_-%
The Guard opens the door wide and gives charge of the candidate to the
Guide who then removes the candidate’s black robe ana conducis the
candidate before the Vice-President. The ( riide remains on the inner
side of the candidate throughout the entire ceremony while conducting

him about the room.

GUIDE
Brother Vice-President, I bring you a neophyte

VICE-PRESIDENT
Who is this neophyte?

GUIDE

Mr. (full name) . whoisin search of
that wisdom which must eternally be sought

VICE-PRESIDENT
As in the sacred mysteries of Greece, pure must he be who would
have our knowledge. Let him, therefore, pray and purnfy himself.

___q—_—_'__"—-_'_'_.'_-_—

? The President taps three times. All members rise.

CHAPLAIN |
O God, give ear unto us. A friend waits before Thee with ears un-
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stopped and with an open heart. Show him Thy way for therein is
knowledge. Be with him and bless him in his communion with us

that he may grasp the true spirit and substance of all life. Amen.

I he President taps once. All members resume their seats. The Guide opens

the blindfold and raises a half-filled goblet of water so that the goblet of
WNlLer Lix [.l_'.l-. |I:I':I I:II‘.I{II’r .!'1}_",' {JE‘- ff.".j.” Feini.

VICE-PRESIDENT
Aspirant 1o the honor of brotherhood in Sigma Phi Epsilon, drink

this water of forgetfulness. Drink 1o the oblivion of your vices, the

forgetfulness of your imperfections. Drink deep.

Lhe Vice-President pauses while the Guide brings the water to the lips of the
candidate, who will then drink.
VICE-PRESIDENT
My Brothers, 1 ask you now to declare yourselves. Is the candidate
worthy?

ALL BROTHERS
He is worthy!

VICE-PRESIDENT

MNow you are ready for the truths that are to be revealed to you.
Go, O seeker, and may your quest be not in vain.

The Guide sets the glass on the Vice-President’s table, closes the hoodwink,
aurns the candidate directly about and conducts him slowly toward the
President’s Table. The candidate is halted at a point three paces from the
kneeling bench.

e

PRESIDENT _ ot
What desire you of the brotherhood of Sigma Phi Epsilon? o
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PRESIDENI

And whatever you pray for 1n faith vou will receive

ey

CHAPLAIN

Ruler of the universe, guide us
the ideals of Sigma Phi Epsilon, this man may live an
"-!:1_‘-. he prove wi !-Fl]'l_'-. of the fnend-

in this undertaking. Grant that,

inspired by

honorable, just and upright hfe
~and may he give in turn that same friendship to those

ship he seeks
a brother in the bonds of Sigma

with whom he is about to become
Phi Epsilon. Amen.

-

.-I'r?i't " .IF'.-'-I! ] |'1.lf'-1'r{ i Irf‘ljr] ¥ OFICE, A !IIJ'I -”.'I'_'"f.ii'l'l:?r_ s FesHme Sedalts,

PRESIDENT

The Bible and the Ritual and Guide of Sigma *hi Epsilon Fraternit
embody much of the same phil sophy. This philosophy teaches us
which you ask. We require of all brot hers that

the principles of that
d binding Oath of Obligation to Sigma

they take a solemn, sacred, an
Phi Epsilon

Before taking this Oath it is my duty to remind you that1if a man vow
a2 vow unto the Lord or swear an oath to bind him with a bond to his

brothers. that he shall not break his word. [ assure you that this Oath

will in no way conflict with your duty to your God, your country,

your fellow men, or yoursell. With that assurance, are you ready and

willing to take the Oath”

CANDIDATE
| am.

PRESIDENT
The Guide will place the candidate in position 10 take the Oath.

The Guide gives the following instructions 1o the candidate, speaking in

a low but clearly audible voice:

GUIDE
You will advance three steps.

*Matthew 21:22
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GUIDI
Kneel on both knees.

; -|'|-. ) .._ el i L el | A
The Guide causes the candidate to kneel upon the kneeling bench.

. ] i i ||-|.I — ~ p e - | ] 5 . " .
GUIDE (In those instances when the candidate indicates his intentions
to swear an oath on a Bible, use the following Reply #1:)

Rest the back of one of your hands in the palm of the other creating a

support for the Bible

GUIDE (Alternatively, in those instances when the candidate elects to
swear an oath before the chapter, use the following Reply #2:)

You will raise your right hand and swear your oath before the
assembled brothers of the __Chapter of
the Sigma Phi Epsilon Fratermty.

When the candidate is ready, the Guide opens hoodwink, steps back and

addresses the President.

GUIDE
Brother President, the candidate 1s ready.

The President addresses the candidate.

PRESIDENT
You will repeat after me the words of the obligation: by

L. (the President inserts the full name of the candidate),
of my own free will and accord

in the presence of my God and Sigma Phi Epsilon
solemnly promise and vow upon my honor

that 1 will never reveal in any manner whatsoever

to anyone not eligible to receive them
any of the secrets of the Sigma Phi Epsilon Fratermty.

i o :
e ety

[39]
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| vow upon my honor

to foster, promote and help
every worthy endeavor of Sigma Phi Epsilon

and without making unjust demands upon mysell
[ will give without reservation

of my time and talents

in an endeavor to realize

the principles, ideals and aspirations

of this fraternity

[ vow upon my honor
that I will never permit the name of Sigma Phi Epsilon

to be dishonored
by anv act of my own or of any other person

if within my power to prevent iL.

[ vow upon my honor
that I will give allegiance

to my college or university

and endeavor o serve

its highest purposes.

[ vow upon my honor

that I will help any worthy member of Sigma Phi Epsilon
who, being in need

requests assistance as such

it being consistent with the principles of the fratermity
and not detrimental to the welfare of myself

or those having a prior claim upon my substance.

To all this I bind myself
with a firm resolution to keep these obligations.

I'he Guide closes the hoodwink and replaces the Bible on the President's

lable.

GUIDE

Arise.

Jf.Ji'{' {'n'iJ'ﬁ"{' LA NEN |'J'H' {.:Hr.:hd'aﬁ- (] j'-h{’. “”d ”H'H r.'f.lH:’J'rf{M FH.I'H “.”H_“_
about the room FEMAININE ON the inner side of the candidate.

Distinct pause—change of voice and lempo.

PRESIDENT
Brothers in Sigma Phi Epsilon, will you record the pledge of this

candidate according to his Oath of Obligation?

ALL BROTHERS
Thy pledge is recorded.

PRESIDENT

My Brother, the journey down the path of life is a trying one and

those who travel it are beset with many difficulties. It has been said,
“You have no idea what tomorrow will bring. Your hfe, what 151t
You are no more than a mist, seen for a little while and then
dispersing.”* Time then is the very matnx of human existence and
must be given content if a man’s life is to have meaning,

':ﬁ.igm:n Phi Epsilon holds three principles essential to meaningful
living: VIRTUE, DILIGENCE, and BROTHERLY LOVE.
VIRTUE, our first cardinal principle is the most inclusive and most
difficult. Virtue is to “behave with decency as befits the day...” ** To
hold virtue is to keep all your relationships honest, never casual,

never using another person.

The Guide brings the candidate to a halt before the President's Table.
The Senior Marshal takes the Sword and stands at one side and slightly

in front of the candidate facing him, in preparation to strike him across
the chest at chest level at the moment the Guide unhooks the clasp

holding the chain. At the word “selfishness” the Senior Marshal strikes
the candidate at chest level with the flat side of the sword. The Junior
Marshal allows the chain to strike the floor, then lifts it up and carries il

from the initiation room to the preparation room.

PRESIDENT
With the Sword of Virtue shatter the fetters of cynicism and selfish-
ness (Pause). For without virtue men do not care; they only use.
Armed with the Sword of Virtue, ever guard your own integnty and

that of all men and women.

*James 4:14
**Romans 13:13




Lhe acguisitio F = . i .
iIcquisition of that education which merits the award of the

graduation diploma, an attainment 1o which every Sigma PhiE psilon
must aspire. B SR RN AR ' :
SR aspire. But knowledge is not absolute; its pursuit is unending
¥ i AT ) iy AN T o r ="
t: ¢ cannot end our search for truth when we leave academic walls
"t must continue it througho {= g
. - pughout life--an ideal never achieved; :
accomplishment never wholly . EYEK ACHUINES: an
‘b ent never wholly attained.

T OUr JOUT Ney :_l';l- L1 |': |Z ||_.- e |'| 'I_Jl._l
of the opportunities that we encounter, for T Coaliide elncee the Raodwar] :
ppor > encounter, 101 I'he Guide closes the hoodwink and replaces the diploma. The candidate
- 3 L. - & FHEE

by this method only can we realize that fullest development of our remains standing facing the Chaplain’s Station.

Sloth 1s evil, for time 1S the very essence of life, and only by the PRESIDENT
.,_;.:r'|;'|i._-[|_ use ol this divine ;-_‘lII Ccan man attan the f|.1["|["-|I:1-:_'---- that Remember, then, the 't'il."nut‘;-:_l:‘_i_h'i‘ and the uilr.'[.;-;mﬂ symbaols of the
-om accomplishment 1n his endeavors DILIGENCE, then 1s second cardinal principle of Sigma Phi Epsilon: DII Ii.:"'i:‘il"r"
without which nothing can be accomplished and with which all

comes 11
the second cardinal principle of Sigma Phi Epsilon Work dihigently,
things are possible.

scorn difficulty, and perseverc unto the attainment that gives hife its
I I

zest and flavor
e The Guide conducts the candid ¢ '
A T . _ hey s fe Uutde ©o 15 the candidate slowly about the room as the Preside
The Guide brings the candidale 10 d halt before the Chaplain’s Table. He ontinues. and the Senioc Srivs €700 &3 (e Tresicent
: ; U i continues, and the Senior Marshal gets prepared to assist the Guide in
raises [he f-;l’,r-_..-“-Ir.LrI.L.-III.;-.I o a level af e « andidale 5 eyes, opevis the |"{H1-'i'.'.l"1.ﬂ|'.: the candidate

asition until the President rt ads the entire
o a I

Hoodwink and holds that p

contents of the next paragraph.

PRESIDENT
PRESIDENT On our journey through life we encounier many difficulties.
Therefore to VIRTUE and DILIGENCE, Sigma Phi Epsilon adds

As the grains of sand ship through the hourglass, so ghde the precious
—oments. and once gone they and their opportunities are beyond : another principle: BROTHERLY LOVE, true friendship. With true
- i . = hearts let us be shields of defense 1C nee less able . i
G5l Groortanilics abound for good deeds bt votnai s ot e m. let us be shields ".}f defense to those lu_\:_«_ahlu to bear I.h-._ur
LS s S e e 1T burdens. That we may aid our brothers, let us bind our hearts with
satisfaction of our own wishes. SUCCcess 15 only for him who through prig gl e | ’ ] ; :
. _ ties of fraternal love, for in unity there is strength.

faithful and diligent preparation has acquired the power ol __buidens That we miay aid our brotien et W6 bisdl SR EFIENERES

knowledge.
The President should pause to make certain that the candidate is in proper

The Guide closes the Hoodwink, replaces the | {ourglass on the table; position, about three paces from the President’s Table and facing it. The
raises the Diploma to the same high position; opens the Hoodwink and Senior Marshal steps to the side of the candidate to assist the Guide in
holds this position until the President completes the reading of the lowering him.
following paragraph. The President has paused while the Guide makes - ; _ 1
| At the phrase, "fall by the wayside," the Guide and the Senior Marshal each

he chan - combols and continues when he observes that the Guide | : : '
the change of symbols and continues when e 0DSErves al the G place a foot behind the candidate’s heels (or hold his ankles firmly) and the

w}_-——-—-——*—'—'__ Junior Marshal assists in lowering him slowly to the floor. The candidate
remains on the floor untouched by the Senior Marshal, Junior Marshal, and

PRESIDENT _ | , | Guide for 10-20 seconds before the President continues, ‘let it be a brother..."
The diploma is the tangible symbol of that which we seek. It 1s (This action may be omitted in the case of a candidate for honorary or

emblematic of a continuing quest for culture. The immediate goal is alumni membership.)

e
8¢ [43]




DENT

uld a brother fall by Lhc 'v‘ul:r‘*'--Jl. _let it be a brother in >1gma

Fhi I’ a1 l0n whO [Irsi CoOImes 1o his .:I'|l._|
[

PRESIDENT

e MY
] i AR .
Should a brother fall into the hands of enemies. . . his broth will
. . ] Nis DrotNers Wil

. |: : { o I . 1 i
1s aid and on the Token and Sign of Sigma Phu Epsilon

L
115 I_.‘_ T :

the Guide and Senior Marshal and
- | R e s o -, o \
rescue him from those who would do lam harm

rhe candidate is raised 10 his feer by
hrought 1o within one pace of the President's Table. :
Ir.ll:': 'Ilr|,|" ] ||.1..|. = L 1 .
nide kneels down beside the candidaie ( stands before honorar)

" the Guide lightly touches the
L e TP e g - 13
Carndidale ) and Fives |I|'|'.’I| e ."-'|||"'.l|.'- IRE INSIFUCTIONS 1A @ o -!Il.'li'r'.ll' audible

At the phrase, "lest his conscience prick him,
¢ wooden toothpick. After each use the

candidarte with the dull end of a fla

ck LS 10 he u'ln!."fl'_':-'n"'{q"t.'fi

Volce.

I .l.'.l.’.l'..'ll-'
GUIDE

the Guide raps the candidate
You will repeat after me the Token, M __

"and his heart cease 10 beat,"

.'!nr ."n'l.'q' lI|"|'!1'-"'H"'I!"'.
heart simulating heart beals.

three times lightly over the

CANDIDATE
oy S M S

PRESIDENT
In times of happiness a man needs a brother to rejoice with him. i
a brother to console him. When he | GUIDE
The interpretation of the Token is, “The
The Gude

In times of sorrow he needs
fails. he needs a brother 1o forgive him and when he is alone, tO

offer him friendship. The ties of fraternal love are binding and holy. r~r i ; : : _

Let our brother nEw.:r violate or abuse them, lest his EU]IHCi.EI‘I.EEI.‘: The Sign, which is the grip, is given in this manner: {
prick him...and his heart cease to beat...in accord with those of his
brother, for we arc admonished to, "Be kindly affectionate one Lo
another with brotherly love; in honor preferring one another.”®

demonstrates the grip with the candidate.)

The Guide demonstrates the grip by picking up the right hand of the
candidate and proceeds o demonstrate the Sign, making sure that the
element of secrecy is mainiained as well as possible by placing his left

hand over the grip.

At a signal from the Guide that the demonstration of the grip is
completed, the Junior Marshal hands the greasepaint pencil to the

| I Guide. The President continues.
|

cred ﬂ'-t?ﬁ’f‘p' around the room and "Hi'r?.'.'::f'-'.l‘ o,
Prf.’.'il-ll:dfﬂf .."I- Tifl‘l:i'l!r[". T-'l:-!["' ."":t"l.!-'i-'.l' '\:rn"'.':.l.-.'l.'-!.'.'I "||."|r-""|

[FE FLH.

The candidate is again condu
within about three paces of the
to the side of the candidate 10 assist the Guide n

_'_. W _-.

Following the phrase, "Should a brother fall into the

candidate is seized, and lowered to the floor (in !
by the Guide, the Senior Marshal, and the Ju
may be omitted in the case of a candida
membership.) The Junior Marshal gets
President pauses unitl this action is comp/i
removed from the candidale, CONtiniit

PRESIDENT
Let our brother ever remember the ‘deals of VIRTUE, DILI-
GENCE. and BROTHERLY LOVE, which are cherished by Sigma
Phi Epsilon and will mark him as we now do in fact a brother n

SIGMA...

s while the Guide marks the letter “Sigma” on the

The President pause.
with the greasepaint pencil

candidate’s right breast

*Romans 12:10
PRESIDENT
: PHL...




. th

repeaied wiln the lerter "Phi” being marked on
repedl i

¢ breast. PRESIDENT

Mav vou never b y -

ay you never bnn dishonor nor disgrace y - :
PR ITIE Ol nor disgrace upon Sigma Phi Epsilon
Widy YOu

OITEVET EUArc { | BTy 1 il Sy ral

: r guard and keep with the silence ol the Gk the
(el B = T . H SR I.L-.I."'- :]l |I |'_'|-| ) ‘.- .x. by : i : : : L

I -I."\-\.I‘ _-\"1 I ]. .:Il ‘H‘ T - I|. | 1'.. ] L LD '.'!-1-\.1 vy wiLALA t'. |rl|_"-_ Lr !.'.'l"'\--|_|:',- -\.|.r|-I|._l| "'\-.l_lli'lrlw'll_ﬂ 'l Iﬁ'“.l
EPSILON...

Al | Ll T ' | N $ K ¥~ o :
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A art tha v ol .

and act that we shall always, as now, be glad to grasp you by the
; . E e it
hand . ..and call you Brother

rhe above procedure s repeated with the letter "Epsilon™ being marked on
i TRk ik i s & -

re's left breast. Then the Presidents TAPS THREE TIMES and
A £ 3 ,
The candidate 1S assisted to his feet by the Guide and

\oved to within three paces of the President's Table

i g
y GG i : o] 4 : T ;
e At the word “Brother” the President takes the candidate's right hand in a

el i'-h‘{"'”-h""r"‘ rise. L L Iy o 3
recular handshake and the Guide removes the hoodwink. Exact timing

senior Marshal and n hr i
41l members form a semicircle with the Marshals at the ends

President’s Table 1o permit easy access 10 the
55 arms and clasp hands in a simulation 0j the

, e
here 1§ exiremely important

|'-|'|".'-!'4'I .f-fi'[-.!'.i'!"..\_r P
far enough away from the

candidate. 1he members cro _ : |
this formation until the end of the ceremorny. The following

closely observed. The President comes from behind the

ALL BROTHERS

erip, holding gt e 10

arrangenient Must be : - : ' : date. The
President’s Table and stands directly in front of it facing the candidate. The

Vice-President stands 10 the left of the candidate with the ribbon w ith badge
mounted upon i ready to place it upon the candidate ar the proper mament.
The Guide stands directly behind the candidate ready 1o remove the

f i a Mga ] 1 ) F T al = - o o = :

The President expresses a word of welcome (not congratulations) to =,
new member and then turns him lo the Vice-President who does
likewise. The Vice-President then turns him to the Senior Marshal who
stands at the end of the semicircle to his left. The semicircle is then closed

hummed while the new initiate is conducted around the inside of the
circle by the Guide. The members drop their crossed arms and clasped
hands as the new initiate shakes hands (regular hand shake) with and
receives words of welcome from the members. All members continue o
hold their positions until the new member has been welcomed by all
present, and then conducted out of the initiation room by the Guide and
returned to his private room, being careful that none of the other
candidates see him. There he remains o dress and awail the third section
of the initiation. It is advised that the new ininate shall not return to
witness subsequent initiations until he has heard the interpretation.
THERE MUST BE NO RELAXATION OF FORMALITY IN THE
INITIATION ROOM UNTIL THE NEW MEMBER IS OUT OF
THE ROOM.

PRESIDENT _ Nt
brothers have recorded your commitment to our ideals, sO

cord theirs, for high ideals are the building blocks of
»ssence Ol

As your

should you r¢ . |
civilization and Striving for those ideals constitules the ¢ _
human progress. Be warned that 10 €SpOUsE high ideals 15 10 invite
many failures 10 attain them. But know, 100, that to espous

ideals is to become 2 cynic withoul principle

e

Sigma Phi Epsilon and its Badge stand |
after and served..May you always be !
ideals symbolized by the heart we N

The Vice-President places the ribbon wiil
the candidate's right shoulder. The joilov

President should be memorized.

hoodwink at the proper pioment. . | .
! into a circle while the Fraternity Anthem is sung through once and then
e |
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Section II1
INITIATION CEREMONY

Part IV
INTERPRETATION
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INSTRUCTIONS

tiati  preparec , [nterpretation, chairs for the

When the Initiation Room 15 p;.:?pmidﬁsn.fn I .; g9 e

new members are arraneed in rows across the middle of the room jacing

the President’s Table. A Il items of ;:r.:zn::pﬁr.:-'mm’f'a should be in their proper

place In addition, the Sel of Insignia Tllustrations should be on the
President’s Table.

All members are standing as the new rrwmbm?-: are .s*.s'c'r;f:jf.{'ﬂ’. :'_r_:m !r;hci
Initiation Room by the Guide and are .wmeg’ in the chairs fﬂ; ”f.tfhf it_
President’s Table. The officers take their stations gﬂd rhc ::r{.fwr JJr.f;:; {?rﬁ}
take seats around the room upon the tap of the Pr{fsrdmr S ga l't’li_ 'L;“ f L_" anc
order are restored before proceeding with the third section of initaifion.
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INTERPRETATION

It is sugeested that an alumnus or elder member of the I,’_',l”;llﬁll:-r give the
‘r"”"‘r.lr”" fafion, In which case the President will say:

PRESIDENT

I shall now call upon Brother

__to give the Interpretation

The President, after recognizing the lecturer, takes another seat and the

lecturer assumes the President’s position behind the President’s lable.

LECTURER
Brother President

If the President is to give the Interpretation, he remains seated and
proceeds.

LECTURER (or PRESIDENT)
My brothers, the ceremony through which you have just passed
constitutes the second section of the initation ceremony of Sigma
Phi Epsilon. In this ceremony we have endeavored to impress upon
you the ideals for which Sigma Phi Epsilon stands, namely,
VIRTUE. DILIGENCE, and BROTHERLY LOVE. Specifically,
the Bible tells us, *...giving all DILIGENCE, add to your faith,
VIRUTE: and to virtue, knowledge; And to knowledge, temper-
ance; and to temperance, patience; and to patience, godliness, Andto

godliness, BROTHERLY KINDNESS: and to brotherly kindness,
LOVE.™

In order that you may have a fuller understanding of the u;ag&s,
teachings and philosophy of our fraternity, we shall now explain and
interpret that which you have just experienced.

Before being conducted into our presence, you were questioned asto
your motives in seeking membership among us. You assut_ed us that
you were not moved by worldy motives, which was essential, for our

* 11 Peter 1:5-7




is dedicate d 1o altruistic ["-ril'l-..'l["lll._"- and has no rlliu'i_' [Or

hile we represent no special secl, Cr¢ ¢d nor doctring, U"'f .I'u.-lu_'h e that
the Bible is one work which ¢ mbodies the ]':h|h~-.npl"||t_'.*-. of fraternalism
which it is our object 10 promole. We informed you that we did notl
demand allegiance to any particular creed but that we do demand
allegiance to this philosophy of fraternalism. You assured us thal 1-?'"”_']
believe that life has a meaning and purpose and that you un_u:jur.au_:r-:_:f{_! '.I.I'.IIJ
vere committed to the r4_'-.p:sn&-i1’-|'l|1i:'_'r~ we all have 1o Hu_r fellow men as
rh-.;. .re embodied in our cardinal principles. Withoul his assurance, wc
would not have proceeded further.
You were then caused 1o give the proper signals allll'u:: door, Il’nr .u.-il1u_'|ul1
those signals no one can gain admittance 10 our ritual n‘u;r':.:*.:.llm_!_,s.ﬁ.. ..ﬂllf_r
vou u-uur;: admitted, the Guide conducted :.-{Ju_ht::mr-:. the V u::::.-.F’_rl._:j-..!du?ll,
;,11_'“ instructed you to pray and purify }’EZ!UI'HE.I_'.[_!. "'1"'.nu WEre pn:.m:.tll:_:d with
4 poblet of water emblematic of your purification.

You were then conducted before the pr:::.ﬁidcnt who asked what you
desired of the brotherhood of Sigma Phi Epsilon. P"l-‘r_l"lﬂ‘--"-'L~1 by your
Guide, you replied in these words, | ——1

You were then told that the Bible and the Hr’r.'r.—'ur' Emu' l:-.;hji'a."fi" of .1.';!..[:-'!.?.1'1 }’ -'.r'.rI:
Epsilon embody much of the sam¢ p hill‘"‘rf‘-f_ii-*Pﬂ!"- I__h_'-“- P.h_ll"--"*‘:' ‘_I:“\T*h EL‘HJ:-“I
us the principles upon which our trm_crml_:,_; IS [‘r:mgi_!.:.zuuj- 111.1.: ]m --n'-l
take the solemn, sacred, and binding Uuﬂi .{_1_| Sigma }-:‘!.J __..] I."II. on
embodying these principles. After you had signified ;T'l.lr_I.L.:'-:-.-"- I'”-]TI‘.:-I..IL-L [:
take the Oath, you advanced three steps 10 kneel on both knces .

e
| r p b

steps are emblematic of the _::id‘h"ﬂf‘:lﬂ{.’.rﬂr'l..'rll)l.:f;f--_:'.'i_r_lir.-'El'rl_:flr'..l:_:L_- It 1
principles of VIRTUE, DILIGENCE, AN D E;.h.t._..- salzhl |
then sealed your vow 1O Support our principles by taking
is required of all members of Sigma Phi Epsi!
| particularly remind you of thl”f portion of the
"] vow upon my honor that I will never perd
Epsilon to be dishonored by any acl of m’

if within my power to prevent iL.’

Live up to your Oath of Obligation and y
your home, your country, and your God

After the Oath was administered you weis 4
room, symbolic of your journey throu gh lile

2
)
-
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-
-
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CIVE

lally; sometimes in the sunlight of joy and 1'|:'-['-|"llr."u._"=.-1, somelmes
loped in the clouds of misfortune and sorrow: at times beset with
VeI plations, tnals and strife. Bul the principles of Sigma Phi Epsilon,
VIRTUE, DILIGENCE, and BROTHERLY LOVE. will lead vou 1o
triumph over all adversity. .

The first principle is VIRTUE. It is the preserver of strength and the
essence of wisdom. Impurity of mind and body lead only to dishonor and

degradauon. The Sword of Virtue shattered the chains of oynicism and
selfishness, :

The second principle is DILIGENCE. 1t is the aim of our brotherhood
Lo encourage each member 10 make the most of his opportunities while
in college. As the grains of sand slip through the hourglass, so glide the
precious moments and once gone they and their ‘.;prﬂ‘rﬂunilitﬁ ATE
beyond recall. While the diploma is the symbol of that which we seek,
you should be ever mindful that knowledge is not absolute but that is
pursuit is unending.

The third principle is BROTHERLY LOVE. Inyour journey along the

path of life you were tripped, but your fraternity brother at your side

aided and assisted you. This was to teach you that il is expecied you
will aid a brother when he is in need. The ties of fraternal love are
binding and holy. Let not a brother violate nor abuse them lest his
conscience prick him and his heart cease 1o beat in accord with the
hearts of his brothers.

Toward the end of your journey, as you were blindly groping your way

about, you were seized and lowered to the floor. A brother came 10

yOUr aid and, upon the Token and Sign of Sigma Phi Epsilon, rescued
you from those who would do you harm. The Token, which is the
hasswmd, is a memorial of friendship. The Sign, which is the grip, is a
proof of friendship.

Having proved yourself worthy of our fraternity, the Greek symbols of
H E F were in effect inscribed on your chest. The
at the willing hands of your fraternity brothers you received the embiem
of eternal brotherhood, the golden heart of Sigma Phi Epsilon.

As the heart is the source of life and the most essential part of our
organism, so it is the seat of our affections, moral life, characier,
cnergetic and effective action, and of the better phases of our natures.
i is, therefore, chosen as a fitting emblem of Sigma Phi Epsilon.

e e
A Marshal is designated by the President to pick up the insignia
illustration to indicate the significance of the badge. ;

e —————— T




KEYNOTE—

At the motto ol the fratermty

| | i - ¥ i . L i g
or Ol 1he shic Id sIENLIISS the secrecy

The Skull and Bones

vour Oath ol Obligation

| ;._r ! |: '-'. | r|Il|ll.'.‘|I 3 Ir-r.l:..lI II .I L ||'i| Ma

[he column O M right (indicates Corinthian column), W hich 15 the
{ -||_=.r1.'|!'|. teaches us that we <hould be ever Jusl and
I_JF"lrlgh L. The Cx yumn on my left { indicalés hroken Fari .
which is the broken Doric column, <hould impress upon s that life 1S
and may be abruptly ended at any ume. | especially call
- Bible which embodies the phul sophies of

our objective L0 prom e

Corinthian

I
COoLWLT ),

transitory
vour attention to the

fraternalism W hich 1t 15

The keynote of the fraternity contains all the secret WOrK and
| brother should know.

essenial information that a
known as the Sigma Phi Epsilon Fraternity,
words,

This fraternity shall be i Eps
phi. and Epsilon signifyng the

the initial letters Sigma,

H  F R,

Remember, my brothers, th fnendship

at a Token 1s a memorial of
and a Sign 15 a proof of friendship. The Token 1s the r.lt?'.-;'fé.‘.-k.'fj_rl;l.
M The interpretation of the password n[h;
e SR ssword is given, the one receiving it
will reply by giving the interpretation. Both the paswf-..-u.r.d __ﬂ_ﬂ.d
interpretation are always, except upon occasions as this, apul-\v:n
mouth to ear, audible only to the two brothers :_::!-;{;h:mmlng_ the wur:i:‘.
Neither is ever printed or written as such in any of our u.arnmumc::%-.
tions or publications. Should a brc-the.r ever need mlt'l':.frﬁft«'h hn
memory the password and interpretation may be found in the B{nn%\
of Chapter ——— Margs iy of the Bible.

The Sign is the grp and is given only after the exchange of pass jwmd
and interpretation. By it are formed the three Greek letters, Sigma,

Phi, and Epsilon, the significance of which you now will learn.
The Marshals will demonstrate the grip as | describe it.

[54]

»Whenever the pa
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lable,

TIHTFI Ak other LI T RPRRG A Y |
i eacn alner L aung ||I""I ine l_llil"-'." LIRS l'.I_l4 |.r.PI|-:.' .|I.r Ciurer

L I!l!ll'. _l'lll| T el

‘] ] I !
e grip Siowl) and siep by siep i 3T Sy
: R ¥ Sep (o Gl h |r“-JIrI &) u{r"-.l' .|'|!|l'l|'ii‘ h'l"

- — |
Lecturer in the following paragraph

3 ] : .__"|;;1.~,r|"-'||-5;-_" the second and thard fingers of the
|-.1_|-.i ers ngh i hand with the seCcon d and thard h NEers « if --. 'S O "~1"|
right hand, extending the index hinger to the racial artery of the \.':.'Tl.'i'l
the little finger to the corresponding vein of the u.:ﬁtnn:,-ﬂ"u._' 'i.}.'n:m'uh I.T
each resting between the other’s thumb and index finger, and the left
hand of each shielding the grnp from disclosure to e ...ir;lit"
Mars hl:'ff_'-. ~over the arip hr“!] their |I"-'.'_|f.|' hi]”{.l{"-:___,l - Sl

The Grip is a combination of the letters, Sigma, Phi, and Epsilon, and
gpnifies, H. %= |

he Junior Marshal, who stands to the Lecturer's left, now traces the
stters as the Lecturer continues.

The Sigma can be identified by tracing from the knuckle of your
index finger to the tip, down opponent’s thumb to the tip, down \. our
thumb to the tip, and then from knuckle of opponent’s index finger
to the up.
The Phi is formed by the brim of the inner side of the opposing hands
when the thumbs are raised.
The Epsilon is formed by the knuckles as a base, the index and little
fingers as two equal extre mities. and the two middle fingers as the
short extremity.
The grip is indicative of the relationship existing between brothers in
Sigma Phi Epsilon, being as it is symbolic of the heart to heart touch.
The index finger being placed on the radial artery is significant of the
heart feeling we have toward each other. The little finger touching
the returning vein is significant of the completion of the cycle from
heart to artery, artery to vein, vein to heart. thus the Grip recalls the

motto of the fraternity: H F B

The Lecturer dismisses the two Marshals, who resume their seats. The

Lecturer will demonstrate the knocks by rapping on the table.
[55])
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to a ritual meetung will zive three
B s e

il knog k I he ( TLE ]l , ]
ruard W 1l Fhe dest i_'.fll'.'.rn"n:lI ! f-‘.' rshal ol ks un and poi [
- : " AL ||-'I'_|||“"|I..,_ I:'--I |lll'.ll' .':'I.llll"-fn"[”i-' .'H I'.IIII II|I'|||

A brother desinng admittance
knocks on the door, a4 pause, and then
with one knock, a paust, and then three knoc ks. The brother
with two knocks, a pausc,
he door, take the passwi yrd from the brother, and 1

will give the interpretation and then the gnp. This
will be admutted.

-lg.m.w..- rown Emblem. and the Lecturer cong

'.;'!'I..:'n.
will reply and then two knocks. The

d will open |

The Ducal Crown beneath the glonous rays for sovereignty is th
ays 101 sovergignty 1s the

{yuar
official Alumnm Emblem and Recognition Pin

found correcl he
being found correct, the brother

¥ '|_I_ I_l'_l TP - p SN :

-I-"'"”.]-'l"-" violets and dark red roses, The designaled Marshal II"|'.'.|'--. [ IRSIFRIA iHustrations aside i

||I.l'.-!. {HTFEF ( I'i.'i'l"!lfl'l.ll-: b, : et NS aside and the

rhe flowers of the fraternity are

e and dark red

[he colors O the fratermity arc purg
!».1;- Brothers, we have now -._'I'-r.l'l'l-"].l._‘l.l._'l__l_ the tormal procedur J
—— e — wkich all members v Nep : dl ProcCedures n
ch embers who have previously joined our Fraternity have

' TRSTEFHIG ::I.'J-:." 1Mdl-

P:”1I"'-.|'l.:':-|-r"-"-!|. the -.".'IJL']:".'I'i.IrL:n.'|'|'I of |"|'|.'-_"|1|'l-t"'u._'["-Il'l_i_rl"l that 1s par of th
T T % T | PR " s & E ey ’ L el ! L.

common bond of brotherhood in Sigma Phu Epsilon. You wall

.Jr .!!Ir: i I’.II- * :I .:-.r.‘l II I_”r “F 1 - if.l:-‘ll - ||l.||:,|' III I|r :'|| { r|; - .'Il'.llr.l I|- II'I| Fed |'r :I.III4 i "'.:__rn'_ . ||II 'Iruf- 1 'lll..i _'.-
I = . 5 - ¥ r.1. || Tall el o 1."- " -'.'I-""'

I._. I'...|| |r|! -I_'l. M l|I |r Ilr.r _||r':‘|! .|”1'! -II-JI it |" l||'||' .I'..ll .”I|rlf |r Ld | |"| L 4 Pl =L ! 'I'I‘II L 'i ':Irl. ok Ir s ; Ll

remember that during the examination before the iImitaton cerem

jge is as follows
ony you were told, “Be alert, lor you W ill be examined.” The purpose

The significance of the Pledge Ba
lory, the Star cleniies the e ;
: L. C Ol SUL h an examinaton s Lo a1d vou tow ard k |.-'||.'I"-."-.'||I"|;!,I.JL'- S f

. am w ' e ; : ol e 1 )

standing of the ideals and principles of your Fratermty and ol the
o - g - -. F () 'l.:

cionifies the crown Ol g

The Ducal Crown

star of hope. The Greek word e-g-g-u-d, pronounced engeea, means
q symbolism of the ritual. You will be given an opportunity to study
—_— [he Ritual and Guide in preparing for the examination w hich '-.hn.'-u._;'l-l.i

pledge.
r ’ - " e AT I f1irtis r||' F11T el [l 1H '-.F. I.|II||.I [ I'-' I r TN G - ¥
The designaled VMarshal turns (o the 1T tion of the Coat of Arms and be completed before you are asked to take part in future ntual

HI..'L:' Lecturer CONMTRUES.

ceremaonics.

My Brothers, with the foregoing explanation and interpretation of
| nt experience, you W i1l now find yourself both fully
informed and completely endowed with all the Rights, Py 11+:Ec:=.
and Duties that compnse full membership in Sigma Pha Epﬁi‘l:;}_

15 n._‘1_1|'|‘-'i-1=-. of the crest, the shheld

d on a scroll or rnbbon.

The Sigma Phi Epsilon Coat of Arn
ko Y 7 T L T -‘n.
or escutcheon, and the motlo mounie your rec

ark red, or the C« lor of our

s purple and d
purple alludes to

from our hearts The
of friendship, while the

The Rights and prnvileges of which 1 speak are those of an equal
voice with your brothers in the activities of this, your active chapter,
e days; a similar position n your almumn
and the assured welcome among your

The shield or escutcheon 1
blood as it flows 1O and
i all things and the sovereignty
animity and sacnfic
the glorous rays for sover-

during your undergraduat
chapter after graduation
fraternity brothers everywhere fory
Sigma Phi Epsilon for life.

nceforth take your seat among your brothers. Be true 10
Epsilon shall be a source of

temperance

red signifies courag e. These virtues are
reinforced by the gold crown beneath
eignty, and 1n the Greek fashion by the Cr

of our Oath of Obligation.

The lamp teaches one (0 be ever diligent In
and to endeavor to share its light and warmth in the joys of friendship.
ts that stardom of hope Or aspiration as a factor of

friendship, while the sword of virtue teaches us 10 be manlier, ever
willing to defend and protect that friendship when once attained. The Lecturer then turns the meeting
with the closing ceremonies as S0on

The motto 1S composed of the three Greek letters, Sigma, Phi, and taken their seats with the other members.

Epﬁlmawhichdsuifmﬂ____-F - |
[57]

e, magn
oss making us ever mindful : :
ou are from this day forward a

You may he
Sigma Phi Epstlon, and Sigma Phi
eternal inspiration 1o you.

his search for knowledge

The star represen
back to the President, who proceeds

as the newly initiated members have

e



INSTRUCTIONS

The FExaminalion of g« c'.'|'-'i-'l.’u".ie'-’-:' for InHanon Con ludes with these words
“Be alert for you will be .'.'Lu'.-'.'.-'.'.-'.'.:'u" * In order to fulftll this directive all new
[RITIITES Lu'fu'r z‘r'-':' :J\'.'h'c." o anusSwer o verles of c,.'.-'fr'*-.‘;'.'-r.'a pertaining (o the
initiation and meefing Just experieric ed.

The Postinitiation Study questions are 1o be given within two weeks after

{ HHJ,.’?:".".’HHI of the inifiarion [nierpre iation. The answers (o1 he quesnons are

to be first wrilien with the five copies of the RITUAL AND GUIDE O!
SIGMA PHI EPSILON FRA TERNITY available for reference
rough discussion should follow with at least the execulive a

t{fﬁ{"{'n pn*hw.’. Written answers miisi not leave the examunarion room cand

will be destroved by the President after the discussion s terminated.

: | .-'.Jfrl

nd ritualisti

In addition to the I astinitiation quesnons, edi h new initiate should be
familiar with the vocabulary listed in Section V. The new intiate musi
memorize the Oath of Obligation.

-
-3
R
3
3
1
3
-1
3
-
-
™
.
. |

:  What is the meaning of altrmism?

THE PREPARATION ROOM

1. Why were the preparation quesuons asked of you?

Did the examination help you; it so, how?!

5 WWhat is the meamng ol self-aggrandizement!

1"-1".-.I'|"h. .| Y il -\.|."'\-|:\.|.|.'I

¥

Why require 1t!

i The second question asks about belief that life has a meaning and a

purpose. What ditierence does it make whether or not you believe in
|

""'I_.||._ II 1 A ',.: '|II.L.'-"!"'|I'.I

5 The third question says yOu W ill be required to work. What kind of work?

what difference does it make whether or not you do your share of the

"'\."l- 1 II I"\-I.I

THE OBLIGATION

1. Outline in your own words the promise you made at the President’s Table.

7 Discuss the importance of each promise as it applies to you while in college
and in later life.

3 What is the significance ol the Bible on the President’s Table?

4 What is your personal obligation to the chapter, the college, and pariicu-
larly to vourself after taking the vows?

THE PRINCIPLES

1. Name the three great principles of Sigma Phi Epsilon. Discuss the meaning
of each.

7. Give special thought 10 Brotherhood. How can you help develop brother-
hood in the chapter? What difference will it make to you whether or not
you help build true brotherhood?

(61)




THE REGULAR MEETING

What 1s the propet combination of knocks to enter & f'J,‘r-':l]!LlT chapter

meeting”!
? Where 15 1t found in the Bible!

What is the password” [ts interpretation
3. When is the gnp g1 en?

the President taps his g
three times’!

avel once at the beginning of a

Who stands when
regular meeting? When he taps
5. What 1s the significance of the opening pra) er!

.very Sigma Phi Epsilon?” How does it apply to you

. “What is the duty of e
as a member?

 What is the significance of the Motto of the fratermty”’

. Do you expect each meeting of the chapter to inspire you? Why or why
not?

 How will the results of each meeting depend on you”

THE EQUIPMENT

. Why was the chain placed on the candidate? What s the significance of its
removal?

~ What is the significance of the hourglass”

President’s Table?

_ What are the meanings of the columns on the

2
3
4. Interpret the emblem of Sigma Phi Epsilon.
5 Describe and interpret the pledge badge; the coat of arms; the fratermty n

' flowers and colors.
G.Whoisinchlrscofﬂrrimlequipmcnt? _'
(62] ]




\dmonish

Aggrandizement

Altrustic

"p..pj rant

Degradation
Ducal

Epithet

Escutcheon

Fetters

Magnanimity

Sloth
Sordid
Sublime
Transitory

Yahweh

VvOCABULARY
|._i,-.f-['l'l"|'-.|"'|'i | T remind; wam,; o warn ol a 1_:1|_|||_

(a.gran’diz-mént): to make great Or greater; as in po
E - L e B, [ A er.

rank. honor, or wealth.

(al trod-15 1K) unselfish; regard for and devotion to, th
5 b 1o I.-I.

interest of others

seeks advancement; honors

(as-pir’ant): one who seek

{ |_h_*_g ra-da‘shun) reduction 1n rank; debasement, disgrace

(doo’k’l): ol a duke.

( L‘[""Eth‘I ) a descriptive adjective, noun oI E'I]1I:_i'=-i.'. often

complimentary; accompanying or ocCuring in the place of

the name of a person or thing

(és-kuch un): shield shaped surface upon which a coat of

arms 1s depicted

(fer'eérs): a bond; anything that restrains; shackle

(mag na-nim’1-11): a loftiness of spirit enabling one to bear

trouble calmly; to make sacnifices for worthy ends
(sloth): laziness, indolence.

(sor'did): filthy: dirty; descpicable.

(sub-Irm’): upraised; lofty: splendid; exalted.

(tran’si-t6'n): not lasting, brief, transient.

(ya’we): the Israclite name for God, etymologically, | AM
WHO I AM. See Exodus 3:14, Revised Standard Version,

The Holy Bible.

[64]
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