Advance Praise for
Crossing the Rubicon

Astounding! Alarming! ... And yet at last, with this -- Mike Ruppert's
beyond-courageous offering -- we gain sight of the whole of
corporate-managed, government-assisted, bank-laundered, drug-funded
plunder. And a jolt to spur our movements to take back the world.

— Chellis Glendinning, PhD, author of Chiva:
A Village Takes on the Global Heroin Trade and Off the Map:
An Expedition Deep into Empire and the Global Economy

Mike Ruppert was one of the first journalists to understand the concept and
importance of Peak Oil. What is more important, he has connected the dots:
he understands the relationships between this historic watershed and the
geopolitical events of our time. Mike still has the instincts of a cop (which
he once was), but the criminals he is tracking these days are no small-time
hoodlums; they are some of the most powerful people on the planet. If you
want to understand the dynamics of the oil-money-drugs-and-war imperial
system in which we are all embedded, start with this book.

— Richard Heinberg, author of The Party’s Over and Powerdown

Mike Ruppert represents, from top to bottom, the best tradition of an
independent thinking, open-minded, uncorrupt able, humorous, prudent,
American Cop. After running during his police career into conflicts with the
drug dealing part of the CIA, Mike knows that government information
seldom equals its disinformation. The doubt about the official 9/11 story
brought us together. From the first day after 9/11, I could follow his
scouting into the real world behind government propaganda. I firmly believe
at the end of three years of conducting a really independent investigation,
that Ruppert is not only heading in the right direction, but also touching
the inner sanctum of the hidden government agenda.

— Andreas Von Bulow, former German Cabinet Minister and Parliamentary
Secretary, author of The CIA and September 11

Fasten your thinking caps! Something is clearly terribly wrong at the heart of
American politics. The same is true of the mainstream media. Reporters just
aren't asking enough difficult and dangerous questions. Michael Ruppert has
been asking disconcerting but critical questions for more than two decades, even
when it meant confronting unpleasant truths that challenge the very basis of
industrial society. His unflinching reporting on the facts behind the coming



decline of global petroleum has been an extraordinary service to the world.
Whatever you think of Ruppert's bold hypotheses about the geopolitics of oil,
this provocative book will force you to confront the contradictions of our
increasingly unsustainable global economy.

— Julian Darley, author of High Noon for Natural Gas: The New Energy Crisis,
founder and director of The Post Carbon Institute,
and founder of www.globalpublicmedia.com

I'm proud Mike asked me to appear in his seminal film, The Truth and Lies of
9/11. Mike has traveled and studied the Peak Oil issue with world renowned
experts, and he and I share an abiding shock at the rampant despoilment of our
planet, through fake stoked resource wars that have real consequences in real
lives. Mike has something to say and I'm going to listen.

— US Congresswoman Cynthia McKinney, Georgia

Mike Ruppert's work should be a household item for any American Muslim, Jew
or Christian looking to understand the difference between authentic religious
piety versus the criminality that occupies much of the headlines these days. He
brings this home for every American by exposing the perpetrators here within
our own government, most notably using 9-11 as a paradigm. All folk of religion
must have the courage to expose the agendas that use 'religion' as a guise, be
these agendas in the name of 'Islamic resurgence’ or 'Securing the Jewish State.'
Kudos to Mike, one of the last of the true-blooded Americans around.

— Faiz Khan M.D., Triage Emergency Physician on 9-11,

Assistant Imam, New York

In a sector rife with disinformation and ill-informed comment, Michael
Ruppert's work stands out as a conspicuous beacon of valuable well-informed
analysis. His claims are bold and contrarian and have dramatic implications for
the global oil price should the global economy experience a sustained recovery
while Iraqi oil supplies are curtailed. Ruppert believes (with ample
documentation to justify his view) that depletion dynamics will fuel energy
price appreciation more in this cycle than any prior one. If he is anywhere
near cotrect, as we believe, the oil market will begin an historic cyclical upmove
with a tighter supply demand balance than at any prior cycle. For anyone
wishing to understand the full ramifications of this for the
energy markets and global economy, Ruppert's work is invaluable.

— Marshall Auerback, international portfolio strategist for David W. Tice &
Associates, Inc., and weekly contributor to www.prudentbear.com
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DEDICATION

For everyone who never gave up on me.

For every American and for every citizen of Germany, France, Britain, Canada,
Australia, New Zealand, Indonesia, Malaysia, Japan, Russia, The Netherlands,
Ireland, Scotland, Italy, Spain, Portugal, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Lebanon, Israel,
Iraq, India, Portugal, Greece, Sweden, Denmark, Norway, Poland, Belgium,
Mexico, Panama, Cuba, Venezuela, Colombia, Peru, Argentina, Brazil — and every
other country — who stood up after 9/11 and said “We do not accept this!” — and
who stayed the course.

For every generation following mine from whom my generation and the ones
before it have stolen so cruelly. For all life on this planet.

For every American government official, especially those from the State
Department, the Department of Justice, and the Department of Defense who has
resigned as a matter of conscience and principle since 9/11.

For every street cop, brick agent, and Air Force officer or enlisted person who
did their damndest to prevent 9/11 and who fought for what was right — especial-
ly the ones who paid a price for it.

For every non-American press organization that pushed a well-understood
envelope to its limits and beyond.

For Cynthia McKinney, Barbara Lee, Ron Paul, and Paul Wellstone. You are
not Democrats or Republicans. You are Americans.

For Ellen and Louis Neil Mariani.

For John O’Neill

For every person who has died in the violence unleashed by 9/11, and for the
ones who have yet to join them.

For a 27-year-old honest LAPD cop who thought he was acting just like any
other cop would act, only to have his life taken away; and who was stupid enough
to think that he had an obligation — as a matter of honor — to speak of what he
had seen; long before he found out that it was a little bigger than he thought at
first. The first bite was the hardest. You are free now. Get on with your life.

And for my ex-wife Mary who on September 11, 2001, sat for so many painful
hours in her Battery Park apartment; trapped in front of a living TV screen she
could not turn off; sending out e-mails from Hell reading, “My God, they’re jump-
ing .... I can see them when they hit .... Another plane just hit .... The buildings
are coming down.

I dont know where to go.”

May God grant all of you peace, a smile, and a good nights sleep.



We get answers that don’t answer;
Explanations that don’t explain;
And conclusions that don’t conclude.

— Fred Hampton

In a ham and eggs breakfast, the chicken is involved
but the pig is committed.

— Unknown
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his may be the most difficult part of the entire book to write. To borrow freely
from Winston Churchill, I feel as if one man has never owed so much to so
many.

My first and greatest thanks go to two men, without whose tireless work, their
faith in me and in this project, this book would have died stillborn in the wreck-
age of a hundred obstacles over the last two years: Ken Levine; my indefatigable
and masterful agent and publicist; and Jamey Hecht, PhD, my editor and fellow
dreamer. Watching both of you gear up and show up, day after day, through
numbing fatigue, endless frustrations, and myriad uncertainties, gave me the
inspiration I needed to stay at it. Though I am sure that some critics will step for-
ward and label me anti-Semitic for having criticized Israel’s foreign policy, I will
never forget, and the readership will not be able to ignore, the fact that two
American Jews quite literally made this book happen. You believed because I
believed. I believed because you believed.

I must also thank two of the world’s most courageous, independent, and bril-
liant women: Catherine Austin Fitts, one of the greatest teachers I've ever had; and
the most Honorable Cynthia McKinney, the former and next Representative of
Georgias Fourth District. I have watched both of you endure and persevere
through obstacles, attacks, and challenges that would have defeated stronger peo-
ple than me. We have stayed united through all of them. I can't tell either one of
you of the number of times you have wordlessly instructed me about what
strength is. You have told the truth where truth telling mattered most, and you
have braved the retaliation from which others shrank. I would follow either one of
you through flame and hail, and I know you have my back.

Special thanks are also due to New Society, the publishers of this book. At the last
minute you arrived, just like the (Canadian) cavalry. Your entire team jumped on
this project with commitment, dedication, and most importantly your checkbook.
The way you stepped up to the plate and the enthusiasm you have shown has given
me greater faith than you know. It just may help change this deeply troubled world.

No less important are the excellent writers who have made From The Wilderness
a respected landmark over the last six and a half years, and especially the last three:
Dale Allen Pfeiffer, FTWs Energy Prophet; Stan Goff, a soldier of honor and
compassion on so many fronts whose passion and insights are second to none;

IX
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Michael Kane, whose independent journalism and Hip Hop are as intense as they
are instructive; Tom Flocco, the bulldog who would not let go of the Kean
Commission and some of the most important 9/11 stories; Nick Levis whose inci-
sive thinking helped us all to find and crystallize our positions; Mike Davidson,
who did such great reporting on the microbiology murders and biowarfare issues;
and to Wayne Madsen in Washington, whose inside knowledge on intelligence
issues and whose sense of humor kept our spirits high. To all the other writers who
have graced the pages of From The Wilderness with your hard work and dedicated
research, I offer my undying thanks.

Thanks also to FTW office staff and all the others who kept us self-support-
ing, self-sustaining, and completely independent over the years so that I did not
once have to look at any journalistic compass other than the truth. Without the
compass, the map is nothing. I thank Secillia Sliffe, Jason Majik, Ryan Spiegl, Tim
Barker, Andrea and C.]J. Shepherd.

Equally important are all of F7W's subscribers and all of the donors who kept
us afloat through countless emergencies, trials and challenges. Some of you have
been with us from day one, and your loyalty has kept me strong in many difficult
nights and days.

Special thanks to all of the donors who made it possible for FTW to run full-
page newspaper ads in some of the nation’s largest newspapers before they got wise
and priced us out of the market. This especially includes true leaders like Jack
Gubanc, Faiz Khan, Professor Francis Boyle, and so many others.

I thank also every event organizer, promoter, and sponsor who brought me to
speak at more than 30 events in eight different countries since 9/11. I know there
are many names I will forget here, and I ask your forgiveness in advance: Barry
Zwicker, Duncan Roads, Nick Levis, Ronald Thoden, Heiner Buecker, Ian Woods,
Michel Chossudovsky, Carol Brouillet, Terry Burrows, Dr. Faiz Khan, Pinnacle
Quest International, and so many, many more.

Very special thanks to all of the Pacifica Radio Network supporters, listeners,
and activists who fought messy wars against censorship and who kept my message
going out over the airwaves, who countered the spinmeisters and who kept the
debate focused on the important issues: Tracy Larkins, Eva Georgia, Gus Newport,
Kellia Ramares, Larry Chin, Ian Johnston, and so many others. What a blessing it
is for me to have enjoyed such loyalty and consistency.

Special thanks are due to Canada, its wonderful and decent people, its love of
justice, its sense of fairness, and for all the moose you have promised to show me
but which I have never seen. In particular I would like to thank two brave and
forthright Canadian lawyers, Rocco Galati and Paul Slansky, who laid out the
record of Delmart “Mike” Vreeland in a way that history cannot ignore. Hey, what
are a few dead cats, smashed windows, and death threats anyway?

I thank all of my supporters in France, Britain, Latin America, and Australia,
who have made me feel that I am a citizen of the world. I must also say a very
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special thanks to former German cabinet minister and parliamentary secretary
Andreas von Biilow. Your generosity, your leadership, your courage, and your hos-
pitality have meant more to me than you know. Cologne is indeed one of the most
beautiful cities in the world. Without your hospitality, I would not have had the
opportunity to see the house where Beethoven was born or hear such sublime
chamber music.

Special thanks to all of the American Muslims who invited me to speak in their
Mosques, and to all of the American Jews who took to this book and my work in
the full recognition that we all worship the same God. This has been living broth-
ethood and spiritual integrity at its highest level. By your actions you have
reminded a forgetful world that there are but two commandments: That thou shall
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, mind, and soul; and that thou shall love
thy neighbor as thyself.

Thanks to Barbara Honegger, who kept hammering on the wargames until we
all paid notice. Although I don’t agree with every position you take and we have
had our problems, I cannot deny that you showed me the most important lead I
needed to put it all together. No one can take that away from you.

Thanks to my teachers on energy: Dale Allen Pfeiffer (again), Colin Campbell,
Jean Laherrere, Richard Heinberg, Julian Darley, Kjell Aleklett, my newfound
friend Ali Samsam Bakhtiari, and the candid Matthew Simmons.

Thanks to my teachers on writing and research; those who were both courageous
pathfinders and who saved my life by having the courage to say that things were very,
very wrong so many years ago: Peter Dale Scott, Fletcher Prouty, and Alfred McCoy.
I have tried to emulate you wise men and, in that process, have become my truest
and best self thus far. I wish the world had listened to you decades ago.

Thank you to my father Ed for lending me $500 to write a book 24 years ago.
Although we saw three different books get close to life only to watch them myste-
riously die, you stayed the course with me, and I am so proud to have placed a
copy of this book in your hands before you “graduate” and leave this world.

Thanks to my mother, Madelyn, who never stopped believing in me until the
moment of her death in December 2001. I can hear your cheers from beyond the
grave.

Thanks to my God, who never left my side and asked only that I continue to
show up, even when there was no hope and no energy, no vision and no money.
Thanks to the God who taught me that faith the size of a mustard seed could
indeed move mountains and who heard all of my prayers and who responded, per-
fectly and consistently, every time I put one foot in front of the other, believing that
no matter what dark places I walked into and through, it was nothing more than
the busting of the grandest illusion of all: fear — False Evidence Appearing Real.

Special thanks to Lois who came along late in the game, but at just the moment
when I needed a stable, loving, supporting hand who could make God’s reality
accessible to my tired spirits. Thanks for making me laugh; for making me look at



XI11 CROSSING THE RUBICON

myself; and for making me find things in myself that gave me strength and a belief
that I could reach the finish line. Thanks for making me believe there were some
things to look forward to once I had crossed it.

Thanks to Richard Clarke who left so many great breadcrumbs. I don’t know
how you got away with it.

Thanks to Don Henley, Jackson Browne, and David Baerwald. Maybe I'll get
to meet two of you someday.

But above all, I offer my deepest and most undying gratitude to all of the ded-
icated researchers who flooded my e-mail inbox (and many others) with as many
as 400 e-mails a day. You gave me the stories, you caught the leads, you found the
inconsistencies and the lies, you did the digging, and you asked the questions that
made it possible for me to put this book together. I may have had the map before
9/11, but there were many uncharted areas on it. You charted some critical lands
and seas.

Writing a major book like this is a process that cannot be fully described. No
“one” just sits down and writes a good non-fiction book with more than 900 foot-
notes without help. It is a labor of love for all who participate. And if there is
anything that gives me the slightest hope for the future, it is man’s capacity to love
life, to care for other men and women, and to undergo sacrifice for the sake of
something other than their own well-being and comfort.

It is not over yet for mankind. Miracles can happen without our permission.

This book is living proof of that.

Michael C. Ruppert
August 14, 2004



A MATTER OF LIFE AND DEATH

By Catherine Austin Fitts

The real deal on corporate media

In 1990, a New York Times reporter writing about my work implementing finan-
cial transparency and controls as an Assistant Secretary in the first Bush
administration resigned to prevent the 7imes Washington Bureau Chief from
intentionally falsifying the story. The bureau chief kept his job, a first rate inves-
tigative reporter left the news profession, and the story was buried. This
manipulation protected 1980s black budget fraud at the US Department of
Housing and Urban Development (‘HUD?”). It was one of my many lessons on
the economic interests and political loyalties of corporate media.

Indeed, during the 1980s, the savings and loan industry and government insur-
ance programs were stripped of an estimated $500 billion by syndicates of
military, intelligence, and private financial interests. The profits were used to buy
up banking, industrial, and media companies and to finance political campaigns.
From a greater position of political, judicial, and economic power in the 1990s,
these same syndicates then stripped an estimated $6 trillion of investors™ value in
pump and dump stock market and mortgage market schemes and an estimated $4
trillion of taxpayer money from the US federal government.

In 1997, the Washington Post killed a cover story on my efforts to help HUD
insure the integrity of its mortgage programs, thus making possible the subsequent
disappearance of $59 billion from HUD as a part of this orgy of “piratization” of
government assets by private interests. Soon thereafter, when I attended a private
invitation-only reception with colleagues at her home, Katherine Graham, the
owner of the Washington Post, snubbed me by refusing to greet me in her receiv-
ing line.

Washington Post corporate interests profited from HUD programs used to gen-
trify Washington, DC neighborhoods. Check out the last few pages in Graham’s
autobiography — it’s there in black and white. What’s not to be found in the pages
of the Washington Post or Graham’s book is the “real deal” on who has profited
from insider real estate development or narcotics trafficking in these same
Washington neighborhoods — or from reinvestment of the resulting profits in
stocks of local corporations like the Washington Post.

XIT11
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I do not mean to single out the New York Times or the Washington Post. 1 have
had similar experiences with the Washington Times, the Wall Street Journal, US
News and World Report and Dow Jones Newswire, to name a few. Trusted friends
and colleagues have experienced similar situations with numerous newspapers,
magazines, and networks owned and operated by corporate media interests.

George Orwell once said that omission is the greatest form of lie. That’s the best
description I know of corporate media today.

The growing power of real media

The cost to you of supporting corporate media is not just the subscription prices
or the time lost to advertisements. It’s the cost of omission — failing to tell you
what you need to know. Consider that this cost includes:

— Your share of the $10 trillion that has been moved out of the US stock
market and government without your having been informed by an alert
and objective news media in time for you to take actions to protect
yourself and your family.

— The dilution of your Constitutional freedoms and the vesting of power
in a small group of individuals who defraud you (the public) of stag-
gering sums of money and then use that money to buy up media and
control your government and judiciary and to compromise your rights
and the rights of people around the world.

— The impact on you and your children of having your streets and schools
overwhelmed with dangerous narcotics and prescription drugs.

Our financial system depends on liquidity. In turn, liquidity depends on a pop-

»

ular faith in the system’s “rule of law.” Global leaderships power depends on the
ability to combine criminal cash flows with liquid stock market and government
securities. This is why Mike Rupperts From The Wilderness and a growing global net-
work of Internet media are accomplishing so much as we shift our readership and
subscription dollars to them. The powers that be are highly motivated to protect the
legitimacy of their financial system. If a little bit of well-placed illumination exposes
some of this criminality, the criminals take notice. That little bit of illumination can
also embarrass them a lot in front of their families and neighbors. Who wants to go
to a PTA meeting after Mike Ruppert has explained that you are on the board of, or
a lead investor in, a company complicit in slave trafficking or the torture of children?

David can defeat Goliath if we provide the resources to finance the stones —
as you have helped to do by buying this book.

The record speaks for itself

The fact that America and many countries around the globe are being strip-mined
y g g strip
in a manner that results in the destruction and “piratization” of our infrastructure



FOREWORD XV

and natural resources, the reduction of the value of our personal assets and retire-
ment and health care benefits and the abrogation of our civil liberties is not
something that the corporate media has made clear to you. Mike Ruppert has.

Allegations that the CIA and Department of Justice were complicit in the flow
of cocaine into South Central LA; that the Clintons were partnered with George
H. W. Bush and Oliver North through the offices of the National Security Council
in a little Iran Contra arms and cocaine trafficking operation in Mena, Arkansas;
and that Hillary Clinton’s law firm was helping launder the local share of the profits
through state housing agency securities and investments were never addressed objec-
tively by the corporate media. Mike Ruppert covered these stories and broke the story
of the possible connection between these allegations and the Clinton impeachment.

It is highly unlikely that you read or heard in the corporate media that the price
of gold was being manipulated to turn off our financial “smoke alarm,” or to “pira-
tize” significant inventories of gold out of government and central banks globally
at suppressed values. It is highly unlikely that you read or heard that money was
allegedly being siphoned off from federal agencies using PROMIS-type software
programs and that important financial and securities investigation records were
destroyed in the Oklahoma City and 9/11 attacks. Mike Ruppert’s subscribers
have read these stories.

You did not read or hear in the corporate media that the events of 9/11 “just
happened” to resolve the stalemate in the defense appropriations subcommittee
created when, in the face of the “disappearance” of $3.3 trillion from the
Department of Defense and a five-year refusal to produce audited financial state-
ments, Congtess was challenged with achieving a significant increase in defense
spending. Or that the events of 9/11 allowed the Federal Reserve to adopt highly
inflationary monetary policies that postponed dealing with serious financial sys-
tem flaws. Mike Ruppert covered these stories.

You did not read or hear in the corporate media that our lives and economy
are entirely dependent on fossil fuel, that world oil and gas production will soon
decline, and what these facts have to do with the events of 9/11 and the subse-
quent invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq. Mike Ruppert covered these stories.

All these facts and allegations have been made abundantly clear by Mike and
his publication, From The Wilderness. While corporate media refines the art of
profitable omission, Mike Ruppert has risked his name, his financial security, and
his life to warn us — again and again.

An info cop’s beat: Watching your back

Through his website, radio talk-show appearances, speeches, DVDs, monthly
newsletter, and e-mail updates, Mike has been telling us for years what he sees,
hears, and feels about “the real deal.”

Mike Ruppert had to leave the Los Angeles Police Department because he tried to

prevent government-protected narcotics trafficking. After learning that the corporate
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media would not tell the truth about this important story, Mike became a pub-
lisher. In the face of widespread public denial of the fact of our economic
dependence on “narco-dollars” and warfare, Mike persisted. Mike is determined to
help us face and recover from our financial addiction to an estimated $500 billion
— $1 trillion of annual US money laundering.

In one sense, Mike is still a cop. He’s publisher as “info-cop.” His “info-beat”
is the intelligence we need to protect ourselves — even if the lifting of the shades
of denial means exposing our own complicity in the enjoyment of the fruits of the
trickle down of dirty money.

Throughout the years, I have heard a lot of criticism of Mike and his work. For
example:

Mike is too aggressive.

It’s true that Mike is unbelievably aggressive. Mike’s aggression is one of the rea-
sons I am a subscriber to From The Wilderness. 1 want to hear about danger real
loud, real clear, and on a real-time basis. I want Mike shouting “fire!” while I still
have time to get out of the theater alive. It takes incredible aggression to stand up
to the military banking complex and the academics, think tanks, not-for-profits,
and corporate media they fund. All the money on the planet can, and does, buy a
lot of attack poodles. It is full-time entertainment just watching them nip at Mike’s
heels and piddle on the fire hydrants when he’s around.

Mike has a point of view.

It’s true. Mike always expresses an opinion on matters covered in his stories. He
is both commentator and activist in a new genre of what Al Giordano of Narco
News calls “authentic journalism.” This is another reason why I am a subscriber.
A point of view is worth a heap of analytical power. Mike’s job as “info-cop” is not
to have an objective point of view. His job is to make sure we are safe by sharing
the information we need. The only potential risk we can price, adjust for, or dis-
miss is the risk of which we are aware. If that kind of journalism comes with a
vision and a perspective from the writer, I want that too.

Mike is “in your face.”

Mike is not shy. You disagree? You have a problem? You got a question? You can
take it to Mike, have it out with Mike, and speak your mind with Mike. Mike will
say it to your face loud and clear. You can do the same. The only thing you cant
do is to get him to agree with you when he does not. Mike’s temper is big — but
not as big as his heart.

Mikes courage and intelligence can save not just your time and your money, but
your life.

This one’s true, too. I'm a case in point.

A map of south central Los Angeles

After a successful career on Wall Street, I moved to Washington, DC, to serve as
Assistant Secretary of Housing in the first Bush administration. After I left the
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administration, I was invited to join the Federal Reserve as a governor. I declined
the invitation in order to start my own investment bank, Hamilton Securities.
Cleaning up Iran-Contra period fraud had persuaded me that democracy and
markets depended on citizens having access to government financial disclosure
contiguous to the political jurisdictions in which they elected officials. Owners of
small businesses, farms, and real estate needed to finance privately with equity and
stop depending on government credit programs that created a negative-return-on-
investment economy in neighborhoods.

Hamilton was developing a software tool called “Community Wizard” that
would have provided communities with their own access to rich databases and soft-
ware tools that painted a clear picture of how government money works in each
community. The first step to reengineering a negative-return-on-investment econ-
omy is to “see” it. In addition, we were designing a suite of software tools that
would allow us to conform valuations of street-level land, housing, and real estate
equity with valuations of outstanding mortgage and real estate securities. Such
pricing data is essential for understanding how to reduce the harm done through
the political and financial manipulation of neighborhood land and housing mar-
kets.

In March 1998, congressional hearings were held on one of two CIA Inspector
General reports addressing allegations (especially those of Gary Webb in his sto-
ries for the San Jose Mercury News, which shaped his 1999 book Dark Alliance: The
CIA, The Contras, and the Crack-Cocaine Explosion) about the role of the CIA and
the Department of Justice in cocaine trafficking in South Central Los Angeles.
Immediately prior to those hearings, Judge Stanley Sporkin approved the transfer
of Hamilton’s records to the control of a court-appointed “special master.” As a
result, Hamilton’s offices were seized, our financial records manipulated in an
attempt to falsely frame us, our computer systems ripped apart, and our digital
records transferred to court control. During these same Congressional hearings, a
1982 memorandum of understanding between the Department of Justice and the
CIA came to light. The memorandum effectively relieved the CIA of the legal obli-
gation to report narcotics trafficking. The CIA General Counsel when that
memorandum of understanding was negotiated and signed was Stanley Sporkin.

The transfer of control of Community Wizard and Hamilton’s other programs
and databases to the special master had the practical result of ensuring that the
development of our software tools and the potential for public and private access
to them came to an end. What was destroyed included the databases that sup-
ported maps of HUD mortgage defaults in South Central Los Angeles.

Hamilton had posted data maps on the Internet to show how the HUD money
worked in select cities, one of which was Los Angeles. We hadn’t understood all
the implications when we posted them. The data for the Los Angeles map —
specifically the South Central LA portion — show patterns of significant mortgage
defaults contiguous to narcotics trafficking activity described in the Dark Alliance
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allegations. Such data has the potential to raise important questions regarding alle-
gations that HUD mortgage insurance programs were being used to launder
narcotics profits and that such profits were being magnified through the issuance
of mortgage securities backed by fraudulent HUD-insured mortgage loans. Mike
Ruppert had worked as a narcotics investigator for the Los Angeles Police
Department, and his first words when 1 showed him the maps were “Holy
Smokes!”

After the seizure of the Hamilton offices, I became for all intents and purpos-
es a prisoner in my own home — a beautiful carriage house located in the Dupont
Circle neighborhood of Washington, adjacent to the financial district and not far
from the seat of national power. I was living with physical harassment and sur-
veillance while various people around me were trying to persuade me that the dead
animals on my doorstep, the break-ins, the people following me on foot or by car,
and the clicking noises on my telephone were one ongoing coincidence. I deter-
mined that my life depended on learning as much as possible about who was really
in charge.

I called a distributor of videos on government corruption and asked him to rec-
ommend films documenting government-sponsored narcotics trafficking and
financial fraud. He sent me a copy of a tape of Mike Ruppert’s confrontation of
then-CIA Director John Deutsch at a town hall meeting. The confrontation was
soon made famous by inclusion in an online video, Crack the CIA, which was
made available on Guerrilla News Network and won an award at the Sundance
Film Festival. I took one look at Mike making mincemeat of a very savvy CIA
director on global TV and realized that this was a person who could help trans-
form my situation.

I will never forget one of the first things Mike wrote to me by e-mail. “If they
shoot at you [from the apartment building next to your house], remember to run
toward the gunfire,” he said. It was at that moment that the anxiety that came
from living an Orwellian nightmare started to ease. The more I spoke with Mike,
the more my cognitive dissonance disappeared. There was logic to the world. I
could understand covert operations and narco-dollars. I was not alone. My pastor
once said, “If we can face it, God can fix it.” Mike made it possible for me to face
what was happening, and as I faced it, God indeed went to work to fix it.

Early courage

Mike’s extraordinary courage also spared me from a frightening loneliness in the
darkest moments that descended upon those of us who tried to warn our loved
ones during the events of 9/11. The official lies and profiteering by our leadership
were met immediately and relendessly by Mike Rupperts outraged howl as he
demanded answers to important questions. Thanks largely to Mike’s initial stand
and his ongoing support for key members in his media network — Michel
Chossudovsky of Global Research, Alastair Thompson of Scoop Media, Al Giordano
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of Narco News, Tom Flocco of TomFlocco.com, and others — the 9/11 Truth
Movement has staked out the moral high ground and is gathering strength every
day. Thanks to Mike’s courage, the questions regarding the possibility of insider
responsibility or involvement and criminal gross negligence have remained on the
table, right where they belong,.

Since first meeting him in 1998, I have been “in cahoots” with Mike in vari-
ous ways. Before leaving Washington, I had Mike come and speak to a group of
Washington insiders at my home. Mike’s speech was interrupted briefly by the
appearance of two unmarked black helicopters hovering over my roof garden, an
occurrence that inspired one of the guests — an influential reporter — to remark
that Mike must be “the real deal” if he inspired such attention.

I have since published articles in From The Wilderness and had the opportuni-
ty to speak with Mike at public events and join him on radio talks shows. I enjoy
the rich flow of “real deal” intelligence and the support I have received from Mike
and the people I have met through him. I have emerged a more seasoned and
knowledgeable investment banker with membership in a new and evolving global
network. Litigation with the US government and its informant have helped me
develop the skills required to survive and thrive in the midst of growing lawless-
ness and economic warfare.

If Mike can say “no” to going along with criminality, I can, too. And so can you.

On your side

Here, in a nutshell, is what I have learned about your consumer media choices.

If you want a good crossword puzzle and something safe to talk about at
Sunday brunch, then subscribe and listen to the New York Times, the Wall Street
Journal, the Washington Post, and network news.

If, instead, you want to know who is stealing your money and your freedoms
and planning on drafting your children, and youd like to find out in time to devel-
op strategies to make sure your family has the health, the freedom, and the
financial means necessary to enjoy a Sunday brunch, subscribe to From The
Wilderness and listen to Mike Ruppert.

Mike Ruppert is an “info cop” who takes sides.

Mike is on your side.

If you are like me, having Mike and his global network of real deal media on
your side could be a matter of life and death.

Catherine Austin Fitts

Former Assistant Secretary of Housing (Bush I)
Past Managing Director, Dillon Read.

August 19, 2004

Hickory Valley, Tennessee






LADIES AND (GENTLEMEN
OF THE JURY...

ne thing that no one can dispute is that the attacks of September 11, 2001,

were a homicide. Of all police investigations, none is more thoroughly and
precisely investigated than the taking of human life as the result of the actions of
another. As almost every text for homicide detectives has taught us, the certainty
that murders will be thoroughly and fairly investigated according to uniform stan-
dards is among the core requirements of human civilization. While these attacks
were arguably one of the most serious homicides ever committed, the investigation
and “prosecution” of that case by means other than Dick Cheney’s “war that will
not end in our lifetimes” has never even approached the legal and logical standards
governing all such investigations. No real case has ever been made that would pass
first muster of even a junior assistant district attorney.

Without such a court process, we are forced to employ analogies and metaphors.
But there remains to us the most successful, fundamental strategy for the prose-
cution of criminal behavior: demonstrating that a suspect did, or did not, have the
means, motive, and opportunity to commit the crime.

With respect to al Qaeda and Osama bin Laden, that critical litmus test for any
murder prosecution — means, motive, and opportunity — has never been fully
applied. In a capital case each of these components would require demonstration
“beyond a shadow of doubt.” Regardless of whom the suspect(s) turns out to be,
these are the basic questions every homicide investigator must seek to answer in
the course of the investigation. This book will attempt to do that. In the end the
only “suspects” found to meet all of these criteria will not be al Qaeda and Osama
bin Laden. They will instead be a group of people operating within certain gov-
ernment agencies, including the White House, for the benefit of major financial
interests within the United States and in other countries. This group will specifi-
cally include parts of the administration of George W. Bush and, before it, the
administration of William Jefferson Clinton. However, the only possible unifying
thread will be the intelligence community and, in particular, the United States Secret
Service and the Central Intelligence Agency. I realize that this is a frightening state-
ment. I submit that by the end of this book it will be the only statement that
encompasses and reasonably explains the facts as documented.

1
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A word about conspiracies

I am an investigator and a journalist. It is not my business to speculate, and my
reasoning is not theoretical. As a detective it is my job to gather evidence, consid-
er its authenticity, posit a hypothesis, and test that hypothesis against the larger
pattern of facts. So much for “theory.” As for the word “conspiracy,” it’s among the
most common terms in the rigorous legal language of American jurisprudence. A
conspiracy is generally defined as two or more people who plan to commit an ille-
gal act and who then take one or more specific actions in furtherance of that plan.
Conspiracy is a very real term for tens of thousands of minority men and women
in the United States who are serving sentences of — in some cases — more than
twenty years in federal penitentiaries like Leavenworth for “no-drug conspiracies.”
In many of those cases someone talked about acquiring drugs and someone else
made a phone call asking if someone else had the drugs (in many cases only in very
small amounts), and that’s all it took to throw away the lives of these non-violent
offenders.

One of the most trumpeted themes in the post-9/11 world has been a blanket
assertion that such a large conspiracy (if conducted within the US government)
could never be concealed from the American people or the people of the world
before the crime was committed. It has been sounded by the likes of David Corn
at The Nation and former National Security Counterterrorism Chief Richard
Clarke. Clarke wrote in his 2004 bestseller Against All Enemies,

Conspiracy theorists simultaneously hold two contrary beliefs: a) that
the US government is so incompetent that it can miss explanations
that the theorists can uncover, and b) that the US government can
keep a big and juicy secret. The first belief has some validity. The sec-

ond idea is pure fantasy.!

Richard Clarke misled you here. He also informed, in some very surprising
ways. In fact, as I will show you later, he misled in many places in his book. From
the Manhattan Project to the Stealth fighter, the US government has successfully
kept secrets involving thousands of people. Secondly, in order to execute a con-
spiracy of the size and type I am suggesting, it is not necessary that thousands of
people see the whole picture. The success of the US in maintaining the secrecy
around the atom bomb and the Stealth fighter, or in any classified operation, lies
in compartmentalization. A technician in Tennessee refining uranium ore in 1943
would have had no knowledge of its intended use, or any moral culpability in any
deaths that occurred as a result of it. Another technician in Ohio, mixing a poly-
mer resin in 1985, would have had no knowledge of what an F117A looked like
or what it was intended to do.

The government routinely protects itself against disclosure by compelling mil-
lions of employees to sign security agreements and secrecy oaths which would
make them subject to immediate incarceration or loss of benefits if they talked,
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even about criminal behavior. Perpetrating the murders of 9/11 required only a
few people inside a small circle who did indeed “need to know” the entire plan, or
most of the plan, in order to complete their tasks. For reasons of physical safety,
freedom from legal sanction, and job security, participants would be motivated —
and therefore, guaranteed — not to inform on one another.

This was one of many lessons I learned painfully with my first exposure to
covert operations in 1976. In this book I will introduce you to several people who,
I believe, had to have known enough to understand that the US government was
planning for 9/11 to be successful ahead of time. I make no claim that these are
the only ones involved at such a level, nor do I claim to know how many other
such people might exist. My investigation will, however, demonstrate how easy it
is in practice to conceal a broad conspiratorial agenda when the suspects control
information flow and operational procedures inside the government. After two
and a half years of investigation my estimate is that the number of people with
complete foreknowledge of the attacks of September 11% would likely not exceed
two dozen, all of them bound to silence by Draconian secrecy oaths. The actions
of some I will name in connection with 9/11, however, certainly place them on a
list of possible suspects who need to be thoroughly questioned in a public forum
that includes consequences for dishonesty.

For many of you, the facts I present will be things you have never heard of or
even considered. I guarantee that they will be fully documented in academic style
footnotes so that you — members of the jury — may take them into your own
rooms and evaluate them as you would “people’s exhibits” in a murder trial. I ask
you to accept nothing that I tell you at face value. Rather I demand of you that
you make full use of the footnotes by examining the primary sources to which
they refer. Examine them as you would a shell casing, a photo of a bloody foot-
print, a bank statement, or witness testimony. That is your obligation, your
sacred duty.

Given that September 11 was a homicide, it was absurd that pronouncements
of guilt were made within hours of the attacks, even before interrogation of mate-
rial witnesses (including key members of the US government and the bin Laden
family) or the collection and analysis of physical evidence could take place. Much
of the physical evidence was destroyed without examination. That in itself is a key
anomaly suggesting guilty knowledge on the part of whoever directed the destruc-
tion of evidence at a crime scene. In the case of the World Trade Center, a detective
would demand an answer from the Department of Justice and the FBI.

To date, the case that 9/11 was perpetrated solely by Osama bin Laden and al
Qaeda has never been proved, even to the most rudimentary standards. In fact,
some 35 months after the attacks there has not been a single successful 9/11 pros-
ecution anywhere in the world. The only conviction that had been secured, a
German prosecution against Mounir el Motassadeq, charged with aiding the so-
called Hamburg cell of Mohammed Atta, was overturned in 2004 because the US
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government refused to produce key witnesses and evidence relevant to the
charges.? Every defendant in a Western criminal case has the right to examine the
evidence used against him and to cross-examine witnesses.

That fact raises another set of critical questions.

The rules

Nothing changes the obligation to follow the investigative procedures used by any
police detective, procedures which have been established by hundreds of years of
precedent as the means of finding facts and then reconciling contradictory facts
with each other in a way that establishes guilt or innocence. The law is also intend-
ed to remove, as thoroughly as possible, any personal interest on the part of
witnesses giving testimony, or of persons involved in the prosecution of the case.

The fact that someone has what may be a prejudicial point of view is not dis-
qualifying per se. In a trial these facts are presented to a jury who then weights the
testimony according to their assessment of how much or how little the testimony
is tainted. What is almost always unethical or disqualifying is a failure to disclose
or conceal prejudice or a conflict of interest. The legal assumption is that conceal-
ment presumes that the material presented has been knowingly and unfairly biased
toward one side or the other. Arguably, someone starting with an acknowledged
bias who still claims that a case can be made according to proper evidentiary stan-
dards will have to meet an even higher standard than someone who can claim to
have no bias at all.

With regard to 9/11, there are no unbiased parties anywhbere. Some are psycho-
logically fearful of admitting that the US, and especially the world economy, could
possibly be as corrupt as I am going to establish. Some are afraid of losing jobs or
suffering economically if what I present is true. Many will be afraid to look at their
own complicity in the systemic corruption which helped to create the motive for
9/11 and which would prompt them instead to instantly believe in America’s guilt,
or Israeli guilt, or Muslim guilt without ever examining a single piece of evidence.

I will disclose and overcome my own bias by adhering to strict standards of
investigation and presenting facts. I insist that each reader look inside and do the
same with their own biases, fears and preconceptions and that they continue to do
so with every page they turn.

Full disclosure

Everything I am about to tell you is abundantly documented at <www.fromthewil-
derness.com> in the section titled “About Michael C. Ruppert.”

Many years ago, I was trained and worked as a police detective. Although my
career as a detective with the Los Angeles Police Department was in its relative
youth when it ended, I had been “loaned” into detective positions on a number of
occasions. This was standard procedure to groom those who had demonstrated the
ability and were going to follow that career path. I had spent a mere four weeks on
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loan to Wilshire Division’s Team 5 homicide table to work with a seasoned detec-
tive named Mel Kissinger in 1976. I had previously also worked a combined total
of about three months as a detective assigned to handle first auto theft and then
burglary cases. Most importantly I had been loaned for a cumulative total of
almost four months to work as a detective in Wilshire Division’s narcotics unit
and, aside from that, had been regularly pulled from uniformed field assignments
to assist in narcotics investigations. I had shown such a knack for drug cases that
in 1976 1 was specially chosen and approved, over many senior candidates, to
attend a two-week special narcotics investigation program run by the Drug
Enforcement Administration. I had taken and passed the written civil service pro-
motional examination for detective and had been given an oral examination score
above 90 percent as evaluated by a panel of senior officers.

In July of 1977 I struggled to make sense of a world gone mad. In a last-ditch
effort to salvage a relationship with my fiancée, a CIA contract agent named
Nordica Theodora D’Orsay (Teddy), I had traveled to find her in New Orleans.
Aside from having an enormous number of contacts in both law enforcement and
organized crime, she was also a lifelong friend of a niece of the Shah of Iran
(Minou Hagstrom) with whom she had attended grade school and junior high in
California. Through Teddy I had met members of the royal family (Prince Shariar)
and watched as letters came from and went to Tehran (where Minou was living)
and Los Angeles. On a hastily arranged vacation, secured with the blessing of my
Commanding Officer, Captain Jesse Brewer of LAPD, I had gone on my own, and
unofficially, to avoid the scrutiny of LAPD’s Organized Crime Intelligence
Division (OCID).

Starting in the late spring of 1976 Teddy had wanted me to join her operations
from within the ranks of LAPD. But her operations — from what little I had
learned — always involved fircarms leaving the country and drugs entering the
country. Having specialized in drug cases, and looking forward to a career as a nar-
cotics detective, I had steadfastly refused to get involved with drugs in any way.
Everything she mentioned in her “terrorist” cases involved either heroin or
cocaine, and firearms. Her stock response to my concerns was that “her people”
were not interested in drugs. The director of the CIA at the time was George
Herbert Walker Bush. I told her that I would never get involved in anything that
overlooked narcotics.

Although officially on staff at the LAPD Academy, I had been unofficially
loaned to OCID since shortly after January 1977 when Teddy, announcing the start
of a new operation, had suddenly disappeared. She left many people, including
me, baffled and twisting in the breeze. I became the regular recipient of harassing
phone calls, burglaries, surveillances, and threats. The OCID detectives had been
pressuring me hard for information about her and her act