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The cover illustration (reproduced by per-
mission of The Augnsiine Press) shows the
Altar-top of the Holy Royal Arch. (See p. B.)

Catholics and Freemasonty

by
Dr L. RUMBLE M.S.C.

THIS booklet i3 intended not only for Cathelics, but for all

—including Freemasons themselves—who want o know

just why the Catholic Church so rigidly forbids her own mem-
1o join the Masenic s

The Cathalie Church does not deny that many decent and
honourable non-Catholics who profess to be Christians see no
herm in belonging alse to a Masonic Lodge. These men fnd
fts mysterious ceremonial, the absence of scctarian strife within
fts walls, and the mutual assistance members can afford one
another a great source of amraction; and they have mever
expesienced any scruples of conscience in the matter.  Such
men the Catholic Church refuses to judge. She leaves them
to their own consciences, And Masons will themselves appreci-
ate the foct that the laws of the Catholic Church dealing with
this problem concern her own members.

But the truth remains that the Catholic Church declares the
Masonic System to be such that no Cathelic cin in censelence
belang 1o it.  And her reasons for that demand explanation, an
explanation I hope to supply as adequatcly as a small booklst
such as this will permit.

Do Only Masons Encw ?

Of necessity I will have 1o say a good deal of the nature of
l-'m::masnm}-h:a it is in frself.  And at opce the charge s likely
o be made that, sinee Masonry is a secret 2ociety, 2 non-Mason
cannot have accurate koowledge of it. Bur one doessn’t have
w be 3 Mason to obtain reliable knowledge of it, any more
than one has to have visited America before he can possess any
accurate information about that particular country.

There s an abundant Masonic literature written by Masons
for Mursons which is acesssible to all willing to go to the trouble
of procuring it; and, as o matter of facs, in my own public
dizcussions of the subject T have shown sufficient knowledge of
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it 10 be charged by Freemasons themselves with being an ex-
Mason of the Royal Arch Degree !

On the other hand, it has been said that the variom Mosonic
books I have on ocession quoted are not afficial, but that they
coatain merely the individual opinions of their authers. Thar,
however, cannot be nccepted. For not only have many of these
books received the highest commendation from  Mnsonic
leaders, but they are 2] fundameatally in agreement, expressing
the body of epinion prevalent amongst all Masans '.u.'ﬁn have
made anything like a serious study of Masonic ledchings,

Masons, of course, say that they are at 3 disadvantage in
this matter; that they connot refite wrong explanniions of
Masonry without giving what they know to be the truth ; and
that therr Masonie abligation of secrecy forhids them to dn that.
They say that they can merely assert Masoary to be harmless,
and beyond that reconclle themselves to letting adversariss
Appear o get away with anything, 1 :Epmja:: their difficulty.
But I myself do not belicve that anyihing is to be gined by
exagperations and false charpes ; and T certainly am not pre-
pared to believe anything hostile critics of Masoncy have chosen
merely to surmise, noram [ prepased to subscribe to concltions
based on the wild imn;,inaﬁun??n which those critics have often
indulged.  Certainly in this booklet nothing will be ser down
which cannotr be authentcated.

What is Freemasonry ?

Many people, including a poodly aumber of Masons them-
selves, regard Freemasonry as little more than o spcfal tmstitn-
tien, with a charitable outleok and a spice of interest thrown
i by its sccrecy and its mysterious rites and ceremonies,

OHicially, however, it claims to be a non-sectarian frateenity,
teaching a lofty system of morality and basic religion * veiled
in allegory and illustrated by symbols "—symbols derived
muainly from ancienr mythelogy and from the builders’ craft
=={he members being bownd by cath never to reveal it modes
of recognition and its ritualisgc practices.

Constitutionally, it is organized in groups of Lodpes subject
0 a Grand Lodge, which 15 invested with supreme £ and
autharity over all the Craft within its jurisdiction, e Grand
Lodges in each country, or in the vasiows provinces of each
mum:?, are constitutionally independent of ana znother, elaime-
ing only a moral unity in Masoaic principles and practices.
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Despite fts claims to antiquity, Grand Lodge Masonry as
we know it dates only from a.0. 1717, It is true that there were
Musonic Guilds in medieval times, But these were Catholic
Associations of free and independent operative stone masons,
with which Freemasonry to-day cannot claim continuity, These
Catholic Confraternities were disrupted by the Protestant
Reformation; and it was only after an interval of almost a
century that some Deists, Jews and Protestants began o form
secietics, borrowing the terminology of the old masonic guilds,
but with a very different spdeit and outlook. Members were
admitted to their * lodges ™ or assemblies by a secret ritual
which was greatly influenced by the Rosicrucians, who had
begun o join them. These Rosicrucians brought with them
from the mystic sect to which |I-.||:Lb-.-_lungcd extravagant claims
to an occult koowledpe of the hidden secrews of nature, X

In r717 four of these " Lodpes " which had been established
in Lendon met a2 the Apple Tree Tavern, and after placing
the oldest Master Mason amongst them in the chair, constituted
themselves into the " Grand Lodge of Englind". From
Loadon, ¥ Grand Lodge Masonry ™ was transplanted to the
Continent in 1721, In 1723 the Construtions were revised,
specifically Christian references being eliminated so that non-
ﬂg'l-iﬂh':m: {though not athelsts) might join the Lodge without
embarrassrment, :

The United Grand Lodge of England recognizes but three
Degress, though it makes allowance for the existence of certain
so-called Higher Degrees. The Constitutions of 1813 contain
the following statement : ** It is declared and pronounced thar
purs Ancient Masonry consists of three Degrees and no ;
viz. : Those of the Entered Apprentice, the Fellow Craft, and
the Master Mason, including the Su ¢ Order of the Holy
Royal Arch. The last was regarded, not as a fourth Degree,
but as the third completed. J

Un the Continent Freemasonry soon became -;!:r?l].r involved
in politics, vielenly anti-clerical, and athefste, [n 1877 the
“Grand Orent " of France deleted references to the Grem
Architect of the Universe from i constiturions so thar
Positivists and even those who had no belief in God at all could
be admitted, The Grand Lodge of England protested against
this adoption of atheism, but in vain; and in 1878 English
Masonry severed all relations with the Grand Orient, forbidding
its own members (o enter into any communication with the
Freach Lodges.
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Condemnations

It was not long before Freemasonry on the Continent was
brouwght to the notice of the Cathalic Church. Within ten years
of its establishment in Fronce fis existence and nsture hod
become known by the publication of its Constitutions and
Fimual, and by the subversive sctivites of its members in rela-
tion to both Church and Siste.

In 1738, therefore, Pape Clement X1I condemned the Society
of Freemasons, and forbade Catholics to have anything to do
with it under pain of excommunication. In 1751 Pope Benedict
XIV renewed this condemnation, stressing the secularism,
!-r.'l:rwcwnd revolutionary activities of the Society, Fius VI in
1775, Plus VII in 1821, Leo X1 in 1825, Pios VIIT in 1829,
Gregory XV in 1832, and Pius IX in 1846, all issued similar
letters of condemnation. In 1884, since Freemasens dispured
the authority of these Papal Documents on the grounds that
they were based on erroncous information and were excessively
severe; Pope Leo XIIT fssued his grear Encyelical, Mumamun
Genng, declaring Freemasonry utterly incompatible with the
Christinn religion, and t'nrhﬁding &lhuum, as they valued
their Foith and eternal salvation, 1o jein fr.  Mize different
FPopes, therefore, have seriously forbidden to Catholics member-
ship of the Masonic Lodge, and it is impossible to believe that
they have mot had very good resions for deing so. Such
decisions are not made lightly, nor without thorough Investiga-
tion of all relevant facts,

Theze are thote, of courie, who accuse the Catholic Church
of having taken up a very intolerant stand in this matter, But
wrﬂr any Church has the right 1o put a ban on any socicty of
which it doss not approve. ‘Thar shoold give no ofence to
anybody. Afier all,the decision in the matter rests with those
affected by the ban—Catholics themselves, I 0 man waats o
poin @ Club and & presented with a book of Rules, he cannot
rr.'u.tnnihr{u:.r, " This is sheer intolerance, How dare you talk
to me of obligstions 1" The officials would rightly reply, ** Non-
sense,  You wish o become a member of this Club, and these
are our Regulations. We cannot accept you unless you agree
to conform to them." So the Cathalie Church has the right
to legislate for those who choose o remain or to becoms
Carholics,

. Pleading with his own Anglican Church (unsuccessfully) to
tnqure into the compatibility of Freemasonry with Christianity,
the Rev, Walton Hannah wrote in the Anplican Chaureh Tres,

4

CONDEMMNATIONS

March 30th, 1951, ** If the Church has Christs scle authority
to teach faith and morals, surely she has not only the right but
the duty to investigaiz and to prosounce on the teachings of
any other body which claims religious knowledge.” y

But if the Anglicsn Church hesitates, other religious bodies
have not hesitated to take the same stand as the Catholic Church
in this matter. In 1925, General Booth addressed nliﬂlﬂf to
every Officer in the Salvation Army in which he said, * No
hnguaﬁr.: of mine could be (oo strong in condemning any
Officer's affiliation with any Society which shuts Him (Christ)
outside its temples ; and which in its religious ceremonies HIves
necither Him nor His Name any place ... the place whese
Jesus Christ is not 2llowed is no place for any Salvation Army
Officer.  As for the fumure, the Army's views upon this matter
will be made known to all who wish to become Officers, and
pcceptance of these views will be necessary before candidares
can l;: received for tradning 3 and, further, from this ume it
will be contrary 1o our regulations for any Officer 1o join such
a Society.” In 1927, the Frez Presbyterian Church of Scotland
made abstention from the Lodge a condition of membership.
In the same year the Wesleyan Methodist Conference in
England unanimously adopted a resolution that the claims which
kave been put forward by Freemasons both in writing and in
speech are wholly incompatible with Cheistianicy.

In practice, of course, mest Catholics are content with the
fact that their Chuech fockids them to become Masons, They
know that the Popes are not given to acting unwiscly. They
fully acknowledge their supreme autherdty over all members of
the Church ; and in a spirit of obedience they willingly accept
their ruling in the matter. :

But non-Catholics frequently ask for the reasons prompung
such drastic legislation on the part of the Church, and Catholics
themselves are often called upon to explain and defend it. It
will be well, then, to make a briel survey of the whole questian,
dwelling for a fewe moments on each of the main peints which
render Masonry unacceptable in the cyes of the Cathelic
Church, :

The reasans for the Cathelic Emhihirinu makeatruly formid-
able list. For Freemasonry has been condemned as constituting
a pagan religion of naturalism offering itself as o substitute for
Christinnity, as a secret society unlowful of its very natwng, as
exacting a morally-unjustified cath of allegiance, as subversive
of bath civil and religious authority, as a prolific source of
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injustice im social relationships, and as a movement essentially
inimical to the welfare of the Catholic Chorch in partcular.

If any one of these reasons can be substantiated, it s surely
not o mateer of surprise that the Cathelic Church should pro-
seribe Masonry as far as her own members are concerned. Yer
there is a pood and selid foundation for every one of them, Let
s soe.

Miasonry m Beligion

It has often been said by Masons that * Freemasonry, though
religious, is not & religion . But that is on impossible subier-
fuge, TFor the word “religious ™ is an adjective, and it demands
an answer 1o the further gueston, * From what religion is its
religions character derived 7' A man charged with treason
does not refute the chargs by saying, ' [ am loval "™ The yital

usstion is, " To what country are you loyal # ™ And so to the
Mason we say, “According o whar religion B Freemasonry
relipiows 7™ And the only honest answer would be, “According
to our own Masonic religion,”

For Mazonry has its own dogouas, temples, ritual, and moral
code, Like all other mystic sects through the apes, it clnims
to give its members & more profound understanding of the
Great Architect of the Universe than is possible to thoss who
have not been initiated into its secret rites and ceremonies.

The Masonic writer, Albest Mackey, wells s, ““All our cere=
monies commence and terminate with prayer." The Ripals
contain religious ceremonies for the opening and closing of
varios Lodge meetings; for the consecration of o new Lodge,
for the laving of foundation-stones, and for the dedicanon of
Masanic Temples, They also includes a special burial secvice
for deczased members of the Craft.  Needless to say, no
Catholic who worships God according 1o Catholic religious
ritcs i3 free 1o accept of engage in these non-Catholic religious
rires |

It must be remembered, too, that these Musonic religious
rites are derived from, and are an expression of, the ancient

gan mystery religions, Bro. J. 5. M. Ward, in his book,

recrnasrery ard the Arcdent Goas, po 347, tells us that * Free-
masonry is the survivor of the andent mysteries—nay, we may
o further and call it the prordion of the mysteries.” I that
50, then it i an cffoct o do precisely thay which St Paul so
strongly depounced in his Epistle to the Galagans (fv, -9,

f
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" Im those days, when you were ignorant of God, you were in
servitude to gods who are really not gods at all ; bur now that
you know God—or, rather, are known by God—how is it thas
you are mrning 1ack again to the weakness and poverty of the
elemental spirits ? Why do vou want to be enslaved all over
#pdin by them 2 " (Modffart’s translation),

But Masonry is not only a false religion. It aims at becoming
the universal religion, to the exclusion of all others, If it de-
clares that it is non-sectardan, if it denies thar it is another
" religious denomination ™, that is only becsuss it claims 1o be
abore all sec1s, upon which it loaks tolerantly as merely parsially
true religions.  Hut it B8 Masonry which cliims 1 be the true
religion, and it aims at becoming universal,

Dir Fort Newton, in The Hwider, says, “ We only pursue
the Universal Religion ™. In the book I quoted a moment ago,
pp- 13&-395. Bro, I. 5. M. Ward, after urging the alliance of
the Grand Lodpes of all countries, says ¢ * Thea the time will
be ripe for the formation of the Supreme Grand Lodge of the
World, whose Grand Master could be clected for a term of
;tm - » « filling @ post compared with which even that of the

ape will fall into insignificance. . . . So, gradually, we can
build up a Masenic Temple to the glory of God and the good
of ]'tIJII'I'.IIﬂiI]f. + « + Freemasoncy i85, I contend, the mishties
fﬂll:":_lrl the world, All that is best in :'n:]:'l:inn and nationality
is united with all that is best in internationalism, Masonry
has not survived the fall of mighty empires and the corroding
hand of time to remaln . . . merely Eut:asar.: social elub,”

But what is the nature of this religion ¢ The * Old Charpes ™
of 1738 declared it to be ** that religion in which all men agree ™.
Al men ™ would include Jews, Moslems, Hindus, Buddhists
and Deists—the Inst-mentioned repudiating all ideas of super-
natusal revelation. At best this means a religion of namral
Theism. And this religion is declared to be quite enough for
man ! A Christian may adhere to his Christinn religion if he
wishes. But it is not ar all necessary for his salvation that he
should do 0.

Thus the * Masonic Services Association ™ series, Vol. 15,
P: 14, says, "' Man is pever closer to God than when he kneels,
spiritnally naked, at the Altar of Masonry". And in the
Frecmasons' Monttor, pp. 97-98, Sichels writes regarding the
Third Degree, " We now find a man complete in morality and
inielligence, with a state of religion added o ensure him the
protection of the Deity ; and 1o guard him from going astray,
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Wor can we conceive that anything more can be suggested which
the soul of man requires,”

Exen as 1| write 1 have before me a copy of a hyma aftes
investiture in the First Degree, used at Lodge Hunters Hill,

Mo, 139, U.G.L., N.5W,, one of the verses of which assures
the candidace =

** Pure 8y that badpe thy life may be,
If by its teachings thou abide;
wa'l Holy Face thine eyes shall see,
If chou wilt make that badge chy puide™

And Is there an Eanplish Mason who is not familinr with the
ples, addressed to God in the name of his Masonry ;

* Iiv the badge and mystic sign,
Hear us, Architecs lgil*-'im:'E

If all T have recorded does not mean that the teaching and
precepis of Masonry ars enough fo ensure o man's salvation
without the aid of any other religion, what does it mean? And
how could any Catholiz give even the appearance of accepting
such a propositon 7

In attempting to grapple with this problem, the Rev, . L. &
Drart, an Anglean Masonic Chaplain, writing in Theolory,
Aprily 1051, says J:u.rLL'.ldlj'.', “ We can't answer withour being
unfaithful to Masenic obligation. . . . The Light of Masonry
is not in conflicc with the light of religion, It is something
r..-v::uliar 1o iesell; and there 1 muar leave in,™ Buor others can't
eave it ar that !

A Noo-Christian Relision

The truth is that Masonry is definitely 4 non-Christian re-
ligien. The God of Masonry is not the Christian God, In the
Royal Arch Degres the nature of the Masonic God is expressed
by a combination of the names of Jahweh, Baal, and On ((uiris)
in the word " JAH-BUL-OMN "—the names of the pagan dedtic
Baal and Osiris constituting part of the name of God.

Agpam, the Yolume of the Sacred Law (V.5.1.) nzzd not b
the Hikle, [t can equally well be the Mahometan Foran ar
the Hindu Vedic Books, Writing in the Masonse Record, June,
1926, in en article entitled, * What Are Our Landmarks # ',
Bro. T.H.R. explains that * the Sccond Landmack is the
Volume of the Saceed Law, open in the Ledge.  Buog the Bible

B
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is pot, in Masoary, more than one of the Gremr Lights, and
never has been, for the reason thar Masons are not required to
belisve its teachings, . . . The stern fact is that we are con-
stantly admitting Hindus, Chinese, M-:nhamm-:ldm:-, Parsces and
Jews, not ane of whom believes all the teachings of the Bible,
and this forces the conclusion that Masoary regards the Bible
cnly as a symbol.”  The Oxford University Press publishes a
special edition of the Bible for presentation to Masonic candi-
dates containing a declaration that the Bible * jiself is a symbol
—that is, a part raken for the whole . And in the same editian
Dr Fort Newton explsins that * the whole includes God's
revelation through the Bible, the Keran, the Vedas, ete, ™!

But not enly does Masonsy claim that there is a hidden
mystery of truth attainable enly within its closed Lodges as
though the fullness of divine revelation had not been given to
mankind in Christianity ; it positively excludss the name of
Christ from its Ritoals. The Masonic conception of the deity
is the same as thatof the Hindus and finds room for aninterpre-
tation in terms of Brahma, Vishau and Shiva. Yet Christians
believe that * there is no other name under heaven given (o
men, wherely we must be saved ¥ (Acs iv. 12}, Il one puts
Christ above all else, how can oae join a religious bady which
does not accept Him as Supreme? 3t

To this seme Masons reply by saying that the ® Higher
Deprees " are Christian even if the Craft Degress of Blue
Masonry do derive their religions significance from pagan
sntiquiry. But the Constitutions declare that * Ancient Masenzy
consists of thres Degrees and oo more ", viz, the Cralt Degrees.
In any case, no onc can get o the ' Higher Degrees "unless
he has first professed the lower pagan oncs recognized by Gr.‘m:'!
Lodge. And even when he does get to those ™ Higher Legrees
he will find that any Christian symbals may be given meamings
from the pagan mysterics, : .

The truth is that Christian interpretations of Masonry in any
of f1s Degrees are not official. By i1s very Constitutions and
its claim to be a universal froternity, Masonry can never preseat
such intespretations to the non-Christian world,  Bro, J. 5, M.
Ward, in Freemasorry and the dArcent Gods, p. 347, WTIles,
“Even our so-called Christian Degrees have taken on a
Christian colour merely because, in the main, we are Christinns,
and not because they are in essence Christian,”  To the same
effect D Albert Mackey writes, in the .En?'ffdpdﬁid of Free=
mazonry, * The interpretation of the symbols of Freemasoncy
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from a Christian paint of view it a theory adopied by some,
but one which I think does not belong to the ancient system.
The principles of Freemasonry preceded the advent af Christi-
anity., 1f Masonry were merely o Christian institution, the
Jew and the Moslem, the Brahman and the Buddhist, could
not comscientiously partake of its illuminatdon. But its uni-
verzlity i its boast. In its language, citizens of every nation
may converse; at its aliar men of oll religions may kneel; to
its creed disciples of every faith may subscribe.”

Ta all of which one must say: * Mot disciples of the
Christizn Faith, except those who are sa ill-instructed that they
don't know what Christian Faith means, or those who are 5o
illogieal that they are not in the least worried by inconsistzacy
in their behaviour ; or those who are prepased to put aside their
Christianity for the time being whensver it is conveniznt 1o do
so.” One Anglican layman, Dr Arundell Esdaile, one tirme
Secretary of the British Museam, stated in the Earf Grinstecd
Obseroer for March 2nd, 1951, that he left Masonry abour two
years agp, after being some twenty years in the Craft. And he
declared that Freemasonry is fundamentally pagan and incon-
sistent with Christianiry. ™ Clergy or laity,"” he told his fellow-
Anglicans, * we should come out of iL."

“The Catholic Church certainly leaves her members in no
doubs as to their duty in this matter.  To her is given the full-
ness af the revelation of God, in the custody of which she is
safepuarded by the indwelling Presence of the Holy Spirit. And
she tells Catliolics that it is not possible to become Aizsons
without an equivalent repudistion of their Chrisian Faith,
w];iuh cannot but carry with it excommunication from the
Church,

Masonie Secrecy

Resides the religions fssee, we are confronted with the fact
thiat Masonsy claims to be 8 secret Saciety, shrouded in mystery.
Its literatuse loudly proclaims that it has hidden stores of know-
ledpe in reserve foc indciates.

“I'hat, however, is not & serious sspect of its secrecy. In
reality, there is no ** Masonic Secret "* correspending with such
a claim. Each Mason may speculate to his heart’s content
about the mystical significance of Masonry, gnd asrive at any
conclusion be pleases. G. Oliver, in his book, The Historizal
Landmarks of Freemasorry Explained, Vol I, p.11, guotes this

Io
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wery significant passage from the memoirs of the Mason Jacob
Casanova de Secingalt: * No man knows all the secrets of
Masonry, but every man keeps in view the prospect of discover-
ing them. . . . Those who are made Masons for the purposs
of learning the secrers may deceive themselves s for they may
be fifty years Masters of Chairs, and yet not learn the secrets
of the brotherhood. This secret is, of its own nature, invulnes-
ahle, for the Mason to whom it has become known can only
have puessed it, and eermainly not received it from anyone ; he
has discovered it because he kas been in the ledge—marked,
learned and inwardly digested. When e arrives at the dis-
eovery, he unguestionably keeps it to himeelf, not communicat-
ing it to his most intimate brother, because theuld this person
ot have the capability of discovering it for himself, he would
likesvite be wanting in the capacity to use it if he receved 1t
verbally, For this reason dif wll forever remurin a secrel”
(F.Q.E, Vel I, X.5, p. 31.}) The mystic science of Fres-
masonsy we may, therelore, dismiss as a ehimera.

What, then, 14 the real Masonic secret members arc forbidden
to reveal 7 It consists of the symbols and signs and passwords
of the Lodge. Thus J. 5. M. Ward, in his book, Freemurorry ;
Fir Aims and [deals, p. 144, says, ** The seceets of Masoncy are
her signs, words and tokens ; thess the cath regards, and no
more. ‘The comman langeaps of Masons in convessation o
the subject of Masoney is n proof that this is the opinion of the
Fraternity in respect to the :Epﬁmtinn af the oathe”  This was
confirmed by the Rev. J. M. Lewis, 2 Masonic Chaplain, io
Thealagy, Aprl, 1951, who wroe that Masonic teachings consist
of legends and myths full of erroes and false doctrines which
are taken only 26 a peg on which to hang an cthical code,
* The one thing taken seriously ™, he said, " is the preservation
of secret grips and words that enable a man 1o show that he is
a Freemason."

But there i5 mere to it than that. Ordinary members are
eanght by this food for their mystery-loving instinct. Then
they are wsed for policies of which they know pothing—as
Masonic influence is used in this direction or that acoond-
ing 1o the practical programmes, social and political, of different
leaders in different countrics, And it is for this reason that
the Caskelic Church condemns the secrecy of Freemasonry.

Any society may have its secrets.  Every famnily lawfully has
iy own private affsirs, But it is the parucular kind of secret
socicty which Freemasonry happens 1o be that is candemned
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by the Church. For in Masonary ﬂu}-thin is masked. Other
societies, even though ther have their ™ ﬂm%d:minl business "y
at least declare their objectives and programmes so tha pro-
spective members may decide to join or not join accordingly.

ot so in Masonry. The candidate must be preparsd to
advance step by step in the dark, neves presuming to try to
find out whither his next step will lead, Moreover, he is baund
by oath never to reveal anything that transpires in the Lodge.
Meantime, the Masonic leaders possess an uncontrelled and
irresponsible power subject 1o the scrutiny neither of the avil
socicry in which they function, nor of 20y ccclesiastical authon-
ties. This evasion of all owrside supervision is most dangerous
to the welfare of both State and Church,

In 1923 an lialian paper, Jdea Nassonals, conducted a kind
of Gallup Poll, caavasiing cpinions s to the relatioaship of
secret socictics o public welfare, General Cadospa, later 1o
be Commander-in-Chiel during the 1o14-18 War, wrote in
reply : * In my opinion the survival of Freemasonsy and
any secret association i3 incompatible with the condition of
madern, fres, public life. Freedom and light are united to-
gether,  Instead, 1o combat obscurantism, 25 Freemasonry
pretends, 2nd at the same time seck refuge in darkness, are
contradictory terms, The sction of Freemasonry incvitably
damages public life, and particularly milivary institutions, . . .
Discipling, loyalty and frankness, which should always pre-
dominate, are in open comradiction with the mystery that
shrouds the activity of this sect.”

Benedstto Croce, the Iralian philosopher, declared that secret
societies always engender suspicion, and vndermine the mutual
confidence citizens should have in one another.

In its issue of March 3oth, 1951, the Anplican Chrch Times
gave cxpression to similar anxicnes. “ The appeal to mystery
and o secrecy ", it declared, * constitutes the greatest charge
apainst the Craft. Home forbids Masonry becawse any form

secret sociery must cenflict with the authority of the Chureh.
Anglicanism has not quite the same feeling for authority and
has never raised the question of secrecy. It may be that the
time has come to reconsider this pesition.”

Unlawiul Oath

A further resson for the condemnstion of Freemasonry i
found when we turn to a consideraton of the Masonic Crath in
imelf. The form of this Oath varies somewhar in diffesent
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UNLAWFUL OATH

Rituals and in the different Degrees, but these variations are
secondary, and any one form can be considered typical.

The first form met with by an aspirant is that of the First
Depree for an Entered Apprentice Mason, and it runs as
follows

%], ——, in the prescnes of the Great Architect of the
Universe, and of this worthy and worshipful Lodge af Anci=ng,
Free and Accepied Masons, regularly assembled and propesly
dedicated, of my own free will and secord, do hereby 2nd
hereon most salemnly and sincerely promise and swear that I
will always hele, conceal and oever reveal, any past or parts,

eint or points, of the secrets or mysteriss of, or belonging to,

ree and Accepted Masons in Masonry, which may heretofors
have been known by, shall now, or may at any (uture period
be communicated to me, unless it be to a rrue and lawiul Brother
or lirethren, and not even to him or them uniil after duse trial,
striet examination, or a full conviction that he or they are worthy
af that confidence, or in the body of a Lodge just, perfect and
regular. I further solemnly promise that I will not write those
secrets, indite, carve, mark, engrave, or otherwise delinsate
them, or cause or suffer the same o be so donz by others, if in
my power te prevent it, upon anything movable or immovable
ander the canopy of Heaven, whereby or whereupen any letter,
character or figure, or the least trace of any letter, character or
figure, may become legible oe incelligible to anyone in the
world, 5o that our secrets, asts, and hidden mysteries may im-

roperly become known, and that through my unwerthiness,
Thewe several poinms [ solemaly swear to obsesve without
evasion, equivocation, or mental reservation of any kind, under
no less 3 penalty, on the viclation of any or cither of them, than
that of having my theeat cut across, my tongue torn out by the
roots, and my body buried in the sand of the s=a at low water
mark, or a cable's length from the shore where the tide regularly
ebbs and flows twice in twenty-four hours ; or the less horrid
but no less effective punishmen: of being branded as a wilfull
perjured individual, veid of all moral worth, and totally unte
to be received into this worshipful Lodge, or any other war-
ranted Lodge, or socisty of men who prize honour and virtue
above the external advantages of rank and fortune,  So help me
God, and keep me steadfast in this my great and Solema
Obligation, being that of an Entered Apprentice Fresmasen.™

At the conclusion of this proefession, the Worshipful Master
says to the candidate : " What you have just repeated may be
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rded 23 & very serious promise; but, as a pledge of vour
gbcll_h:.'._andjm thril binding l:ll:il your conscience as a Solemn

igation, I call vpon you to seal it with your lips onee o
the Volume of the Sunﬁ Law.™ i g

The taking of such an Oath the Catholic Church declares 1o
be urterly oppased 10 all sound moral principles. Nobody is
justified 1n binding himsell in such a way. That God's name
should be invoked upon such an outrageously-worded formula
is irreverent 1o the point of blasphemy. Unnecessary oaths are
not lawful in the sight of God, in any case, involving such a
vain use of His name. If Masonry is merely 2 benevolent
sociery, such onths are certainly not necessary,  Secrecy and
darkness ase not mecded for philanthropic works, Nor are
there any philosophical, scientific, religions or even palitcal
secrets proper 1o Masenry which could jostife them. The caths,
therefore, are null and void, and kave no ethical force whatever.
Masoary, in faet, not being o department of either Church or
atare, has mo authority to admimster such oaths, and stll less
sutherty to inflice the threatened physical punishments th
contain. Then, too, no individual has any nght to make su.:cﬁ
@ blind surrender of his conscience o the unknown. People
must be sure that what they promise on oath they may lawfully
do, And Freemasonry, unlike other socisties, as we have teen,
does not provide candidates in advance with a prospectus or
list of the abjects and aims of the Sociery, One has to become
8 member first 1o know what is invelved ; and even then he
s not told all,

In anempting to meet these difficultics, Masons say thae
candidates are assured beforchand, * In such vows there will
I::r.lftrund nothing incempatible with your moral, civil, or re-
lpious dutses.”  But who gives that assurance 2 The candidate
hes to 12ke the word of Masons themselves for that, not the
voice of his own conscience.  And how can there be nothing in
such vows incompatible with moral, avil, or religions duties,
when the very formula itself s immoral, the penalties invoked
an unjustified usurpation of civil authority, and the whole
ceremony & pasticipation in pagan religiows rites 1o which no
rightle-informed Christisn could subscribe 2

Some Masons, in their embarrassment, endeavour to lingh
the whole thing of. Thus one Master Masen, Bro. W. G.
Branch, wrote 1o the Anglican Churelh Timer, March 3joth,
1951, ' Concerning the oaths and obligations we may say :

whoys and Indians! " But if it is cnly play-acting, then it
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15 certainly wreng to wie God's name in such mock-solemnity.

Another Mason, the Rev, ], L. C. Dart, wrting in Theofogy,
Aprily 1951, denied that the Masoaic obligation could really
called an oath ot all. " Its just a serious promise,” he said,
** with @ prayer to be enabled to keep it But look at the form-
uls again, ** I most solemnly and sincerely promise and sepear

i I,'undi:rr:nnlz}' of} ' being branded as a eilfully perjured

individual,” And does pot the Worshipful Master say o the
candidate afterwards that he must kiss the Volume of the Sacred
Law and thus render his serions promise “bonding on conralence
as a Solemn Obligaton "¢

When, in May, 1951, Dr Hubert 5, Box proposed that the
Convocation of Canterbury should s2t wp an inguiry into
Freemasonry, the Rev, Alexander Morris protested in horrog,
“Are they seriously suppesting thag all elerpy be compelled o
renounces their vows made at their initiation ond subsequent
advancemient in the Crafi P ™

In wiew of all this, the Rev. Walion Hannah, an Anglican
clergyman, in a press interview on an article he had published,
* Should a Christian be a Freemason ? ", rghtly said, ' I claim
that theologically the Freemaseos® ritusl is full of pagan super-
atition. My other preat abjection {3 thar Matons muost take
bBlood-curdling oaths on the Bible, These oaths caery terrific
F_-:nqu:Eu which amount to 4 murder pact if they are taken
iterally, and high-sounding nonsense which amounts to blas-
phemy if they are not 1o be taken lirerally,™

But can one imaogine a Catholic taking this unlawiful cath,
and sealing it with his lips vpon the Bible [whatever Masons
may think of that Sacred Volume), whilit speaking in the very
formula of * men who prze honour and wirue above the
external advantages of rank and formune ™ | Solely for the sake
of temporal advantages such a Catholic is throwing honour and
virtue to the winds, forswearing his religion, and wirning his
back vpon God !
Subversive Activities

When we turn to the practical results of Freemasonry, we
find [rs activitics so E[m!-:d to the welfare of civil government
and of the Cathalie Chupely tleat the real seandal would be the
absence of any condemnation by the Popes |

Take first the impact of Freemasonry upon civil government.

It musy be remembered that they were the Continental Lodges
which were first brought 1o the notice of Rome. And no one
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g geny 188 thes Lidlpsd 100k an active pact in 1he revole=
1j|::|::::|r mevementd o Franee, Austrig, Lialy, Switmerland,
5;'11'-&. Poerugal and Sweden, Frecmaions ihsorddved do oot
dismure this,

Thus Professoe Jobn Robson, an Englivh Mason, wis io
shocked by his experience of Masonsy on ths Costinmt that
he wrote 2 book on the subject, decdasing shat * In every

uarres af’ Ewrope whese Freemavancy hin been catabfished the

have hecomes horbeds of public makded,”

Bichard EllZson, am ex-Mason, whilsy wsing o salcpuard
English Masansy by sayieg thes i it fals under the Cstholie
han it is becapse “ the (gnocent sulles with 1he Fuil'.:f",[‘:-.-ll.
campelid 1o adenlc * The teenh §s thar Masesry 8 mese ob-
1n:r.|nr|.n11|n: In some enusisies chan 12 mibesn E]r'.quti.l-.nnﬂuly
iz kas been dingeeaus g0 the Siare onoibe Contlmen,

If we pare ta a constdemapion af the Charch, we fimd sil
mone blicesr exhititans of Masoney™s hosclice,  “Thos, oo
SEJ:II:Emhﬂ' wcah, 1931, Senmos IJ¢][!-¢:E_, Pregidzey of e Geand
Oriezt in Frazce, decfared |o 2 spesch o his fellow-Masons =
" The mriumph of the Galifzen hes |lasred many cenmuerdes 3 bor
cow his dey s over, . ., He poases away 1o jain in che dust
of the mges the ocher divinizies of India, Greece and Rome, who
saw 5o many deceived ceearuzes proscrace before thedr nloars.
Drechar Mezuons, we mejeice char we aze nog withour our share
in this cverthrow of fitse prophes.  The Bomish Chuech begen
ta ﬂrﬂj froem ahe day oo which nsganized Masaney was escab-
lizhed.” In 1913, the Grand Orient declired officially that is
gim wes ™ o crish Catholiclsm: in France frst, and then elses
where ™, The Swiss Lodpe echoed these sentimens by saping:
""We bave coe irrecorcilable enemye—tbs Pope and clericalism.'™

It is true thar English Alesonry repodizmes sech septimemis
mnd activities. It deeies ell polizical ond and=religioes mims,
and paimts 1o the facr thar, in 575, all relations wers brokes
off with the Grand Orient in France baczuse of is professed
sibrizm.

Bt there are many fctors which rob this step of sufScient
tigmifican<e to warrant tbe Catholic Church exempiing English
diatoncy from her ben—=quite apart from all the other reasons
which make thmt han sirictly appliczzhle ta ic

W' muzt keep in mind tkar Freemaseory went to the Con-
paent from England, znd the Masoncy that went from England
kad im it thar which enzbled it ta be the source of o
shuses, And it s mot without signiScance thar, althes
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Hezhert Maordson eejected i1, o Lobour ALT. Fred Longdom
Eiked & rlur.-u:'an In Pastivment, in |’q:||:i|.:|-5.|_--_':J :u;z;:csl:ing fhat
& Roval Comealisioa bnppni:n:d 1o inquire into Freemasonry
f2eell, ** concerning 1bsir influence in peromal appointmcots
Enid rnl;q.l':r\e:c: In ennsalreziczal institubons .

Apalm, Prespasonsy claims o bz intcmational, above all
mnielneal ||3:|i|:||u'$, theaph it is not a supermatural but a menzly
nateral saciery wiizh sheald be subject to 2t least the sapér-
wizion of civil auchosizy, 1t has no more dghi than the ** Camin-
gern 1o clalm Inzernztiona] sioros, and fo direct the activilics
of greaps of chizeas indspeadenty of their owa proper natiogal
allepien s,

Fuethermeze, alchough Bnglish Lodpes have brokea with 1hs
Geand rient of Frazce, they have mot bmken with {ll.i'!n
Eusonean and Amerdmn Lodges il dn demmanication with
ths [‘ilnnd. Orient.  In focr, the Amenican Frocenatea .|'|.I|:|-:|;l:
Pite dismisses the English divclaimer with the wanda @ " Inas
jdle to ];Irnl.e:r. We are Masoos, and we reodgaiss s F:r-!l':ll
Hrozharhood os Freemasons in virtue of solidaosy, O 15 4
Universal Fravzroity.™ .

The Cacholic Charch, then, canoat be Hamed foc ﬂfﬂ‘i:rlF
o oocept the diminction betwemn Combincatal and English
Masenry. Dot whatever may be said on this $uL'-:r:lH,l 3 #‘lll!u'
cne apect ol ke question.  Quite apact from fubyersive acEvi-
cies, the oher reasons alrezdy given woald be mors than enokgh
in themselves o jusiify the gencmal prahibatics an the parr of
the Caiholic Church.

Badnl Injustiee

Lol anecher aspect of Freematonry dezerving of considera-
gl §5 §1s lizhility 10 undee infucooe mocar secial and busines
life, apalnet all demmands of justice.

It s = memer of comman keowledge that men aro urged b
foie 1= Mosons as a means of * gzoing oo in life "'y dospoie the
Masopbe rule that o ope meast ever be fovibed to do so.  That
gule B more banoured im the bzeach then in the cfeervanes af
fr. One Al2sca seid oo me personally, ' 1 was told that I would
never per enywhere pnles [ joined the + and [resn the
day I did jelz, my businzss was on fis feee.” Wilmsbanst, ia
hls bock, Memends Tedifadon, p. 1oy, savs, ™ It s o well-koown
fact tkar commercial bonses toaday find it odvantagooas fur
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business purposss 1o insist upon their more imporiant employ=
ees being members of the Order . Is it any wonder that non-
Masons feel themsslves discriminated against, and that fer them
jobs are harder to find, and promotion slower #

Writing in the Anglican Church Timer, March soth, 1951,
the Rev. J. D. Allen complains of Mazsonic influsnce even in
his own Church. * It has been scriously suggested ™, he says,
* that if 1 wish 1o get on in the Church I ought 1o become a
F“:Erm‘; and numerous Episcopal instances have been

voted [

i Public administration 15 alte net immune from danges, In
1913, Professor Calo, Under-Secretary for State in Traly, wrote
in the fdes Nasiorals that a law would be justifed * declarin
the unsuitabiliy of members of the Mnsonic Ledge 1o kol
certain offices (such as those in the Judiciary, in the Acmy, in
the Educntion Department, etc.), the high moral and social
value of which is compromised by any hidden and therefore
uncontrollable tis, and by any motive of suspicion; and lack
of trust on the part of the public ™. Only a few years ago @
Judge in & MN.5.W, Law Court declared thar he could not help
concluding that, in the case befors him, Masonic influence waos
preventing recessary evidence from being given even by police
afficers themselves |

Danger to the Faith

Offictally and constiiutionally, Freemasonry within the
Britlsh Empire declares that it has never besn, and is not,
opposed o the Catholic religion, or to any other religion. It
is prepared to welcome members of all religions, and absolutely
forbids members 1o discuss their religious differences within
the Lodpe. If Catholics cannot become Masons, they say, it
is mot bacauss the Masonic Lodge is not prepared to receive
them, but because the Catholic Church forbids her own mem=
bers 1o join the Lodge,

Bur, a3 we have seen, even English Masonry cannot ke called
a merely non-religious Club or Society, It maintains © Delsm ™
as a sufficient religion. It consecrates its Temples ; has its own
religious teachings ; preseribes I own ritual ; sings its own
hymns, It is a non-Christian religion. If it admits Christians
without asking them to repudiate their faith, it holds the anti-
Christian principle that Christianity is not necessary.

Thousands of members of the Lodge, therefore, have ended
by saying, ** Mazonry is religion enough for me ™. And they
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have drified ints complete indifference to Chrstisnity. Fer
them, Masoncy has indeed become a rival religion to
Chrfstianity, and a substitute for it, And prominent Masonic
writers have nat hesitated vo say that chat is just how it should be,

Ar W. L. Wilmshurst, President of the Installed Masters'
Association, writes, * It 15 well for o man o be born in a
Church, but terrible for him to dic in one; for in religion thers
must be growth. A young man is to be censured who fails to
attend the Church of his nation; the elderly man & equally
to be censured if he does attend 5 he ought 1o have ourgrown
what the Church offers, end o have amzined a higher order of
religious life.," Thar higher order of religious life is, of course,
Masonic! " Thosz who feel the need of cicher fare than the
Churches provide "', declares Wilmshurse, " may find it in the
ancient gnosis to which Freemasonry serves as a portal of
entrance " (MWasonrs Jididation, pp. 215=229),

All fores of Freemasonry, therefore, whether Continental or
English, are forbidden by the Catholic Church, How could it
be otherwise | For the Catholic relipion claims to be the one
true religion, and one can't have two religions, Catholiccsm
and Mmooy, Ineellipent Masons themselves realize thas.
Thus A. E. Waite, in his book Emblematic Freemaronry, p. 222,
admits frankly ; ** Rome acted logically when it condemned
Masonry . . . it could not do otherwise from its own stand-

int, and it can never rescind the judgment nntil it renounces
its own affirmed titles,”

Eminent Anglicans
Recently much poblicity was given to the fact that the lae
King George VI was, nu?ﬂm :iln Apchbizhap of Canterbury
and about half of the Anglican Bishops are Freemasons ; and
it has been urged that surely they would not belong 1o the Lodge
were it really deserving of the strictures of the Cathelic Church
in repard toit.  But I do not think any Catholic could find that
consideration very impressive.  That the King was a Mason
be o more than a formality. If he saw nothing wrong
with Masenry, it can easily be that he had never gone into the
subject any more than many ordinary Masons who have never
regarded the Lodge as anything more than a benevolent fricndly
society. Nor could any Catholic feel justified in becoming a
Mazson merely because the King wis a member of the Lodge.
After all, he was also head of the Anglican Church, and no
Cathelic regards that as a sufficient reason for becoming an
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Anglican, or for holding that there can be nothing wrong with
Angplicanism.

As for the Masonic membership of many Anglican Hishops
and clergy, Anglicans themselves are becoming less and less
happy nﬂm that. In an article in Theology, Janvary, 1051,
the Rev, Walton Hannah complained that *' the presence of
bishops and other clergymen at Lodge mectings has lulled the
apprehensions ef the average non-Mason into a widely accepied
belief that Freemasonry is no more than a benevolent society,
full of sociability and high moral principles, with a few probably
trivial secrets thrown in for excitement.”

In the May following the publication of thar article, therefore,
the Fev, Dr Hubert 5. Box asked the Convecation of Canterbiery
to ser up a Committee o investigate Freemasonry and decide
whether or not it has pagan rites and s idelatrous, and whether
membership of 8 Masanic Lodge s compatible with the teach-
ings of the Christan Faith, :

Convaocation, for the time being, has refused to face the tssoe,
There are too many of the Anglican clergy in high positions in
the Church of England who are Masons to risk their displeasure.
Non-Masonie Anglican clesgy have retorted rather bitterly that
the large proporton of Masons who have secured preferment
and who occupy eminent pasitions in the Chuech of England
owe this precisely to Masonie influence. To the plea that the
presence of Anglican clergy in Masonry is a check on its be-
coming a rival non-Chrisuan religion they have replied that
by its very Constitutions Freemasonry excludes any possibility
of Christian control,  Masonry smsd be controlled according
to mon-Christian principles ; and long before Masonry is
* Christianized " these clergy will be ** Masonized ™,

Meantime, not unjustly, a Methodist clergyman, the Rev.
C. Penney Hunt, in his ¥ The Menazes of Frecmasamry o
the Christian Faith, asks how Anplican Bishops can refuse o
enter the pulpits of Nonconformist Churches where at least
the Mame of Christ is held in honour, pleading that they
dare mot be disloyal 1o the New Testament doctrine of the
Church, and then assist in the * dedication ™ of a heathen
Masonic Temple; or how they can pretend to justify their
separation from Rome on the ground that they merely cut out
" Rome's pagan accretions "', and then embrace a Freemasonry
which has cut our all specifically Christian elements and incor-
porated pagan mythologies | .

However, whatever the uncertzinty of FProtestants in this
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matter, no room for doubt canm possibly exist for Catholiss.
The clear and definite guidance of their Church hos been put
before them all,

Druty of Catholica

The many Papal condemnations of Freemasonry should be
finnl for every Catholie, The ficss Marquis of Ripan was Grand
Master of Freematonry in England. He became convinesd
of the truth of the Catholic Church and resigned his office;
severing all connections with the Lodge, in erder to become a
Catholie. At the same time he published a letter of explanation
saying that he himself hod seen mothing wrong with baing o
Mason, and that he had abandoned Freemasonry solely in
obedience to the Holy See. It was only later on, as he grew
into a dn.-];ca' understanding and appreciation of his Cathelic
Faith that ke realized the soundness of the reasons upon whizh
the Papal Decress were based.  DBut from the very beginning
be accepted the disciplinury authority of the Catholic Church,
to [aith in which be had been led by the prace of God.

Few Masons, however, who have ever studied the question
st all, are under any illusions in this matter. They keow that
Cathalic principles can never be harmonized with Freemasonry,
and that of their very nature they make it impossible for o
Catholic to become a Masen without o semous vielation of
comscisnce,

Lo we find Bro, 5. 5. Medhorst weiting in The Builder, a
mapazine deveted o Masonic news and teachings, urging the
rejection of Catholic applicants on the score that o Cathalic
can be a good Mason end a good Catholic. * If he won't be
truc to his Church,” he says, *how can we expect him 1o be
true tous 7 Masonry does not exclude Catholics, but Catholics
exciude themselves, so long as they are Catholics.

In the same strain Joseph W, Pomirey, editor of Five Fotnis
Fellow:lsp, 8 Masonic journal; wrete thar a Catholic becomin
& member of the Masonic Order capnot be trus to both his
Church and Masonry. It is fair to infer ", be declares, ™ that
it is not the sublime teachings of Freemasonry that atracted
the Foman Cathalic, but only the substantial benefits he hoped
would accruz 1o him by becoming a Mason.™

If that is how Catholics who have joinsd their ranks are
looked wpon by Masons one can't imagine them being very
happy in their new surroundings | T know that Cathalics who
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kave been invited to become Masons have been assured that
those who have already done so are more than conrent, Bug
are they 7 Possibly that assurance may be troe of a few who
have lost thefr fith completely, and their sell-respect as well.
Eut others cerminly do nor fesl so happily situated. Deep in
their heasts they are miscrable, and they live in the hope of
renouncing Mesonry before they die, and of being reconciled
with the Cmholic Chureh, Bur they don't all pger the
OEPEriunitY.

'has, then, is to be said 1o a Catholic who is wavering under
pressure fmm{[;muas.iw.- Masonic friends nnd business sssod-
ates #  Non-Catholics, who view things differently from
Cathelics, must be Ieit o their own consciences. But to a
Catholic who begins to think thar there's no herm, after all,
in becoming a Mason, one can but say, & caking as g Cathalic
to a Cazhelic : * Ifit be no harm to prefer worldly advantapes
to your reifpions fidelity, to take an unlawful cath, to cal upan
God to witness that cath by kissing the Bible as Judas kissed
Christ when betraying Him, to be a traitor to the Catholie
Church, to forfeit o stne of grace for that of mortal sin, to
deprive oneself of one's right to the Sacraments, to undermine
one's spirit of faith and drifi gradually 1o complete religions
indifference, to give grear seandal 1o one's fellow-Cashalics, o
be excommunicated by the Catholic Church, o risk one's
eternal salvation—if all these things amount 10 no harm what-
ever, well and pood.  But no ene with a spark of Cathalic Faith
left could persuade himself that such is the casc.

Every Catholic who has ever joined the Masonic Lodge has
been well aware thar he has made a choice guilty in the sight
of God and of the Church, and with an injury 1o his own soul
for which net the gaining of the whale world could be sufficent
COmpensation.

The duty of Cathelics is clear, Under no circumstances may
they become Freemasons,
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