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Julio and I went down to the port today, to see the Ship for thefirst time. It'struly amazing -- |
™ hadnoideahow big it would be. The hull, if that'swhat you call it, must have been hundreds of
Fiction feet up from the water, and | couldn't seethe other end at al. Not surprising, since it's supposed
— tobeamilelong, buteven so. . . .

Weflew into Singapore from Rome this morning -- Julio had to see some people, so we though

Revie wed combine his business, whatever that is, with avisit to the Ship. After dl, in only afew
ws  months, it'sgoing to be our home. Rome's so hot these days, with al these climate changes, and

~ thevillain . Barthdlemy's been smply unlivable in. So, as| said to Julio, it really does make
Archiv eengeto go and live on something that can move around al over the place. | know it's cogting a
€ few million, but it isn't asthough we can't afford it -- and there's the whole tax avoidance issue,
of course. And if the brochure's anything to go by, the shopping will be wonderful -- the latest
seasonswill be showing, and as| told him, I'll realy be saving on dl the airfares, because it cost
g4f S0 muchtogotoNew York thesedays, now that they've brought in the flight restrictions. So the
T Shipdefinitely makes sense. Julio muttered something about people saying the same thing about
Guiddi the Titanic, but hejust likesto grumble. It'shisulcer.
e Diary entry, 14 November 2008
Contac

t Back in Singapore again, and thistime we've actually been on board. I'm just so thrilled. Weve
) Seen our gpartment, and it'sadream, it redly is. It'stwice the size of our placein Monaco, and
Awardthe furnishings are beautiful -- exactly as| told the design consultant, and you know how hard it
S isfor these peopleto get things right. It's high up, too -- right on the uppermost deck, just aswe

wanted. There are gardens below, and swvimming pools, and full satdllite links so Julio can work
Baer| can't wait, but I'll have to, because the Ship doesn't set out until May. That's nearly six months
S away, and I'm going to go crazy in Italy.

SUPPORT  Dpiary entry, 3 May 2009
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Our firgt night on the Ship -- were sailing tomorrow. Julio and | have been getting to know our
Donatengyy nej ghbours, the Seckers -- redlly, redly lovely people, evenif they are Americans. But not
Book Stostentati ous -- old money, you see. Well, old money for the States, anyway. Originaly from
——Sedttle, but they got out before the quake (obvioudy!) and since then they've been living in

Y€ Houston. Said it was horri bly hot. Commiserated.

% Diary entry, 4 May 2009

Sailed today. Just fabulous, seeing all those thousands of people lined up on the dock to see us
off. | didn't even redlize we were moving, and neither did Lydia Secker, though she saysthat
she'sdways been as sick asadog on every boat she's ever been on and she's told her husband
Forum thet if the Ship starts making her throw up, she's going right back home to Houston, firestorms o
~ nofirestorms... ...

Reader

g Diary entry, 16th August 2009
Choice

Can't believeit's been ayear sncewefirst saw the Ship. | wasatiny bit worried that | might get
bored here, but what with al the traveling I've just been so busy. And there's the salon, and then
the shops -- and I'm learning Japanese! Made quite sure that Julio was listening when | told him
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