


X.


GILFANON'S TALE:


THE TRAVAIL OF


THE NOLDOLI AND


THE COMING OF MANKIND.


The rejected draft text of The Hiding of Valinor continues a


little way beyond the end of Vaire's tale, thus:


Now after the telling of this tale no more was there of speaking


for that night, but Lindo begged Ailios to consent to a tale-


telling of ceremony to be held the next night or as soon as


might be; but Ailios would not agree, pleading matters that


he must needs journey to a distant village to settle. So was it


that the tale-telling was fixed ere the candles of sleep were lit


for a sevennight from that time -- and that was the day of


Turuhalme' or the Logdrawing. "Twill be a fitting day,' saith


Lindo, 'for the sports of the morning in the snow and the


gathering of the logs from the woods and the songs and drink-


ing of Turuhalme will leave us of right mood to listen to old


tales beside this fire.'


As I have noticed- earlier (p. 229), the original form of the


Tale of the Sun and Moon and The Hiding of Valinor belonged


to the phase before the entry of Gilfanon of Tavrobel, re-


placing Ailios.


Immediately following this rejected draft text, on the same


manuscript page, the text in ink of the Tale of Turambar


(Turin) begins, with these words:


When then Ailios had spoken his fill the time for the lighting


of candles was at hand, and so came the first day of Turuhalme


to an end; but on the second night Ailios was not there, and


being asked by Lindo one Eltas began a tale...


259.





What was Ailios' tale to have been? (for I think it certain that


it was never written). The answer becomes clear from sep-


arate short text, very rough, which continues on from the


discussion at the end of The Hiding of Valinor, given above.


This tells that at length the day of Turuhalme was come, and


the company from Mar Vanwa Tyalieva went into the snowy


woods to bring back firewood on sleighs. Never was the Tale-


fire allowed to go out or to die into grey ash, but on the eve


of Turuhalme it sank always to a smaller blaze until Turu-


halme itself, when great logs were brought into the Room of


the Tale-fire and being blessed by Lindo with ancient magic


roared and flared anew upon the hearth. Vaire blessed the


door and lintel of the hall and gave the key to Rumil, making


him once again the Door-ward, and to Littleheart was given


the hammer of his gong. Then Lindo said, as he said each


year".


'Lift up your voices, 0 Pipers of the Shore, and ye Elves of


Kor sing aloud; and all ye Noldoli and hidden fairies of the


world dance ye and sing, sing and dance O little children of


Men that the House of Memory resoundwith your voices...'


Then was sung a song of ancient days that the Eldar made


when they dwelt beneath the wing of Manwe and sang on the


great road from Kor to the city of the Gods (see p. 158).


It was now six months since Eriol went to visit Meril-i-


Turinqi beseeching a draught of limpe (see pp. 102-4), and


that desire had for a time fallen from him; but on this night


he said to Lindo: 'Would I might drink with thee! ' To this


Lindo replied that Eriol should not 'think to overpass the


bounds that Iluvatar hath set', but also that he should con-


sider that 'not yet hath Meril denied thee thy desire for ever'.


Then Eriol was sad, for he guessed in his deepest heart that


'the savour of limpe and the blessedness of the Elves might


not be his for ever'.


The text ends with Ailios preparing to tell a tale:


'I tell but as I may those things I have seen and known of


very ancient days within the world when the Sun rose first,


and there was travail and much sorrow, for Melko reigned


unhampered and the power and strength that went forth from


Angamandi reached almost to the ends of the great Earth.'








It is clear that no more was written. If it had been com-


pleted it would have led into the opening of Turambar cited


above ('When then Ailios had spoken his fill...'); and it


would have been central to the history of the Great Lands,


telling of the coming of the Noldoli from Valinor, the Awak-


ening of Men, and the Battle of Unnumbered Tears.


The text just described, linking The Hiding of Valinor


to Ailios' unwritten tale, was not struck out, and my father


later wrote on it: 'To come after the Tale of Earendel and


before Eriol fares to Tavrobel -- after Tavrobel he drinks


of limpe.' This is puzzling, since he cannot have intended


the story of the Coming of Men to follow that of Earendel;


but it may be that he intended only to use the substance


of this short text, describing the Turuhalme ceremonies,


without its ending.


However this may be, he devised a new framework for the


telling of these tales, though he did not carry it through, and


the revised account of the arranging of the next tale-telling


has appeared in the Tale of the Sun and Moon, where after


Gilfanon's interruption (p. 211) it was agreed that three nights


after that on which The Sun and Moon and The Hiding of


Valinor were told by Lindo and Vaire there should be a more


ceremonial occasion, on which Gilfanon should relate 'the


travail of the Noldoli and the coming of Mankind'.


Gilfanon's tale follows on, with consecutive page-numbers,


from the second version of Vaire's tale of The Hiding of Val-


inor; but Gilfanon here tells it on the night following, not


three days later. Unhappily Gilfanon was scarcely better


served than Ailios had been, for if Ailios scarcely got started


Gilfanon stops abruptly after a very few pages. What there


is of his tale is very hastily written in pencil, and it is quite


clear that it ends where it does because my father wrote no


mom of it. It was here that my father abandoned the Lost


Tales -- or, more accurately, abandoned those that still


waited to be written; and the effects of this withdrawal never


ceased to be felt throughout the history of 'The Silmarillion'.


The major stories to follow Gilfanon's, those of Beren and


Tinuviel, Turin Turambar, the Fall of Gondolin, and.the


Necklace of the Dwarves, had been written and (in the first


three cases) rewritten; and the last of these was to lead on to








'the great tale of Earendel'. But that was not even begun.


Thus the Lost Tales lack their middle, and their end.


I give here the text of Gilfanon's Tale so far as it goes.


Now when Vairemade an end, said Gilfanon: 'Complain


not if on the morrow I weave a long tale, for the things I tell


of cover many years of time, and I have waited long to tell


them,' and Lindo laughed, saying he might tell to his heart's


desire all that he knew.


But on the morrow Gilfanon sat in the chair and in this


wise he began:


'Now many of the most ancient things of the Earth are


forgotten, for they were lost in the darkness that was before


the Sun, and no lore may recover them; yet mayhap this is


new to the ears of many here that when the Teleri, the Nol-


doli, and the Solosimpi fared after Orome and afterward


found Valinor, yet was that not all of the race of the Eldalie


that marched from Palisor, and those who remained behind


are they whom many call the Qendi, the lost fairies of the


world, but ye Elves of Kor name Ilkorins, the Elves that never


saw the light of Kor. Of these some fell out upon the way, or


were lost in the trackless glooms of those days, being wil-


dered and but newly awakened on the Earth, but the most


were those who left not Palisor at all, and a long time they


dwelt in the pine-woods of Palisor, or sat in silence gazing


at the mirrored stars in the pale still Waters of Awakening.


Such great ages fared over them that the coming of Nornore


among them faded to a distant legend, and they said one to


another that their brethren had gone westward to the Shining


Isles. There, said they, do the Gods dwell, and they called


them the Great Folk of the West, and thought they dwelt on


firelit islands in the sea; but many had not even seen the great


waves of that mighty water.


Now the Eldar or Qendi had the gift of speech direct from


Iluvatar, and it is but the sunderance of their fates that has


altered them and made them unlike; yet is none so little


changed as the tongue of the Dark Elves of Palisor.'


Now the tale tells of a certain fay, and names him Tu the


wizard, for he was more skilled in magics than any that have


dwelt ever yet beyond the land of Valinor; and wandering


about the world he found the...' Elves and he drew them





to him and taught them many deep things, and he became as


a mighty king among them, and their tales name him the


Lord of Gloaming and all the fairies of his realm Hisildi or


the twilight people. Now the places about Koivie-neni the


Waters of Awakening are rugged and full of mighty rocks,


and the stream that feeds that water falls therein down a deep


cleft.... a pale and slender thread, but the issue of the dark


lake was beneath the earth into many endless caverns falling


ever more deeply into the bosom of the world. There was the


dwelling of Tu the wizard, and fathomless hollow are those


places, but their doors have long been sealed and none know


now the entry.


There was.... a pallid light of blue and silver flickering


ever, and many strange spirits.fared in and out beside the


[?numbers] of the Elves. Now of those Elves there was one


Nuin, and he was very wise, and he loved much to wander


far abroad, for the eyes of the Hisildi were becoming ex-


ceeding keen, and they might follow very faint paths in those


dim days. On a time did Nuin wander far to the east of Pal-


isor, and few of his folk went with him, nor did Tu send


them ever to those regions on his business, and strange tales


were told concerning them; but now4 curiosity overcame


Nuin, and journeying far he came to a strange and wonderful


place the like of which he had not seen before. A mountain-


ous wall rose up before him, and long time he sought a way


thereover, till he came upon a passage, and it was very dark


and narrow, piercing the great cliff and winding ever down.


Now daring greatly he followed this slender way, until sud-


denly the walls dropped upon either hand and he saw that he


had found entrance to a great bowl set in a ring of unbroken


hills whose compass he could not determine in the gloom.


Suddenly about him them gushed the sweetest odours of the


Earth -- nor were more lovely fragrances ever upon the airs of


 Valinor, and he stood drinking in the scents with deep delight,


and amid the fragrance of [?evening] flowers came the deep


odours that many pines loosen upon the midnight airs.


Suddenly afar off down in the dark woods that lay above


the valley's bottom a nightingale sang, and others answered


 palely afar off, and Nuin well-nigh swooned at the loveliness


of that dreaming place, and he knew that he had trespassed


upon Murmenalda or the "Vale of Sleep", where it is ever








the time of first quiet dark beneath young stars, and no wind


blows.


Now did Nuin descend deeper into the vale, treading softly


by reason of some unknown wonder that possessed him, and


lo, beneath the trees he saw the warm dusk full of sleeping


forms, and some were twined each in the other's arms, and


some lay sleeping gently all alone, and Nuin stood and mar-


velled, scarce breathing.


Then seized with a sudden fear he turned and stole from


that hallowed place, and coming again by the passage through


the mountain he sped back to the abode of Tu; and coming


before that oldest of wizards he said unto him that he was


new come from the Eastward Lands, and Tu was little pleased


thereat; nor any the more when Nuin made an end of his tale,


telling of all he there saw -- "and methought," said he,


"that all who slumbered there werechildren, yet was their


stature that of the greatest of the Elves."


Then did Tu fall into fear of Manwe, nay even of Iluvatar


the Lord of All, and he said to Nuin:


Here Gilfanon 's Tale breaks off. The wizard Tu and the


Dark Elf Nuin disappeared from the mythology and never


appear again, together with the marvellous story of Nuin's


coming upon the forms of the Fathers of Mankind still asleep


in the Vale of Murmenalda -- though from the nature of the


work and the different degrees of attention that my father later


gave to its different parts one cannot always distinguish be-


tween elements definitively abandoned and elements held in


'indefinite abeyance'. And unhappy though it is that this tale


should have been abandoned, we are nonetheless by no means


entirely in the dark as to how the narrative would have pm-


ceeded.


I have referred earlier (p. 114, note 3) to the existence of


two 'schemes' or outlines setting out the plan of the Lost


Tales; and I have said that one of these is a resume of the Tales


as they are extant, while the other is divergent, a project for


a revision that was never undertaken. There is no doubt that


the former of these, which for the purposes of this chapter I


will call 'B', was composed when the Lost Tales had reached


their furthest point of development, as represented by the lat-


est texts and arrangements given in this book. Now when this


outline comes to the matter of Gilfanon's Tale it becomes at








once very much fuller, but then contracts again to cursory


references for the tales of Tinuviel, Turin, Tuor, and the


Necklace of the Dwarves, and once more becomes fuller for


the tale of Earendel. It is clear, therefore, that B is the prelim-


inary form, according to the method that my father regularly


used in those days, of Gilfanon's Tale, and indeed the part of


the tale that was written as a proper narrative is obviously


following the outline quite closely, while substantially ex-


panding it.


There is also an extremely rough, though full, outline of


the matter of Gilfanon's Tale which though close to B has


things that B does not, and vice versa; this is virtually cer-


tainly the predecessor of B, and in this chapter will be called


'A'.


The second outline referred to above, an unrealized project


for the revision of the whole work, introduces features that


need not be discussed here; it is sufficient to say that the


mariner was now AElfwine, not Eriol, and that his previous


history was changed, but that the general plan of the Tales


themselves was largely intact (with several notes to the effect


that they needed abridging or recasting). This outline I shall


call 'D'. How much time elapsed between B and D cannot


be said, but I think probably not much. It seems possible that


this new scheme was associated with the sudden breaking-off


of Gilfanon 's Tale. As with B, D suddenly expands to a much


fuller account when this point is reached.


Lastly, a much briefer and more cursory outline, which


however adds one or two interesting points, also has AElfwine


instead of Eriol; this followed B and preceded D, and is here


called 'C'.


I shall not give all these outlines in extenso, which is un-


necessary in view of the amount of overlap between them; on


the other hand to combine them all into one would be both


inaccurate and confusing. But since A and B are very close


they can be readily combined into one; and I follow this ac-


count by that of D, with C in so far as it adds anything of


note. And since in the matter of Gilfanon 's Tale the outlines


are clearly divided into two parts, the Awakening of Men and


the history of the Gnomes in the Great Lands, I treat the


narrative in each case in these two parts, separately.


There is no need to give the material of the outlines in the


opening passage of Gilfanon 's Tale that was actually written,





but there are some points of difference between the outlines


and the tale to be noted.


A and B call the wizard-king Tuvo, not Tu; in C he is not


named, and in D he is Tu 'the fay', as in the tale. Evil asso-


ciations of this being appear in A: 'Melko meets with Tuvo


in the halls of Mandos during his enchainment. He teaches


Tuvo much black magic.' This was struck out, and nothing


else is said of the matter, but both A and B say that it was


after the escape of Melko and the ruin of the Trees that Tuvo


entered the world and 'set up a wizard kingship in the middle


lands'.


In A, only, the Elves who remained behind in Palisor are


said to have been of the people of the Teleri (the later Vanyar).


This passage of Gilfanon 's Tale is the first indication we have


had that there were any such Elves (see p. 142); and I incline


to think that the conception of the Dark Elves (the later Avari)


who never undertook the journey from the Waters of Awak-


ening only emerged in the course of the composition of the


Lost Tales. But the name Qendi, which here first appears in


the early narratives, is used somewhat ambiguously. In the


fragment of the written tale, the words 'those who remained


behind are they whom many call the Qendi, the lost fairies of


the world,' but ye Elves of Kor name Ilkorins' seem an alto-


gether explicit statement that Qendi=Dark Elves; but a little


later Gilfanon speaks of 'the Eldar or Qendi', and in the outline


B it is said that 'a number of the original folk called Qendi (the


name Eldar being given by the Gods) remained in Palisor'. These


latter statements seem to show equally clearly that Qendi was


intended as a term for all Elves.


The contradiction is however only apparent. Qendi was in-


deed the original name of all the Elves, and Eldar the name


given by the Gods and adopted by the Elves of Valinor; those


who remained behind preserved the old name Qendi. The


early word-list of the Gnomish tongue states explicitly that the


name Elda was given to the 'fairies' by the Valar and was


'adopted largely by them; the Ilkorins still preserved the old


name Qendi, and this was adopted as the name of the reunited


clans in Tol Eressea'.'


In both A and B it is added that 'the Gods spoke not among


themselves the tongues of the Eldalie, but could do so, and they


comprehended all tongues. The wiser of the Elves learned


the secret speech of the Gods and long treasured it, but after


the coming to Tol Eressea none remembered it save the Inwir,








and now that knowledge has died save in the house of Meril.'


With this compare Rumil's remarks to Eriol, p. 44: 'There is


beside the secret tongue in which the Eldar wrote many po-


esies and books of wisdom and histories of old and earliest


things, and yet speak not. This tongue do only the Valar use


in their high counsels, and not many of the Eldar of these days


may read it or solve its characters.'


Nuin's words to Tu on the stature of the sleepers in the Vale


of Murmenalda are curious. In A is added: 'Men were almost


of a stature at first with Elves, the fairies being far greater and


Men smaller than now. As the power of Men has grown the


fairies have dwindled and Men waxed somewhat.' Other early


statements indicate that Men and Elves were originally of very


similar stature, and that the diminishing in that of the Elves


was closely related to the coming of, and the dominance of,


Men. Nuin's words are therefore puzzling, especially since in


A they immediately precede the comment on the original sim-


ilarity of size; for he can surely only mean that the sleepers


in Murmenalda were very large by comparison with the Elves.


That the sleepers were in fact children, not merely likened in


some way to children, is made clear in D: 'Nuin finds the


Slumbrous Dale (Murmenalda) where countless sleeping chil-


dren lie.'


We come now to the point where the narrative is carried


forward only in the outlines.


The Awakening of Men


according to the earlier outlines


The wizard Tuvo told Nuin that the sleepers he had found


were the new Children of Iluvatar, and that they were waiting


for light. He forbade any of the Elves to wake them or to visit


those places, being frightened of the wrath of Iluvatar, but


despite this Nuin went there often and watched, sitting on a


rock. Once he stumbled against a sleeper, who stirred but


did not wake. At last, overcome by curiosity, he awakened


two, named Ermon and Elmir; they were dumb and very


much afraid, but he taught them much of the Ilkorin tongue,


Sr which reason he is called Nuin Father of Speech. Then


came the First Dawn; and Ermon and Elmir alone of Men


saw the first Sun rise in the West and come over to the East-








ward Haven. Now Men came forth from Murmenalda as 'a


host of sleepy children'.


(In the tale of The Hiding of Valinor it was long after the


first rising of the Sunship from Valinor that its Haven in the


East was built; see pp. 241-2. It is interesting that the first


Men, Ermon and Elmir, were woken by Nuin before the first


rising of the Sun, and although it was known to Tuvo that


Men were 'waiting for light' no connection is made between


Nuin's act and the Sunrise. But of course one cannot judge


the inner tenor of the narrative from such summaries. It is


notable also that whereas the tongue of the Elves, in origin


one and the same, was a direct gift of Iluvatar (p. 262), Men


were born into the world without language and received it


from the instruction of an Ilkorin. Cf. The Silmarillion, p. 141:


'It is said also that these Men [the people of Beor] had


long had dealings with the Dark Elves east of the mountains,


and from them had learned much of their speech; and since


all the languages of the Quendi were of one origin, the lan-


guage of Beor and his folk resembled the Elven-tongue in


many words and devices.')


At this point in the story the agents of Melko appear, the


Uvanimor, 'bred in the earth' by him (Uvanimor, 'who are


monsters, giants, and ogres', have been mentioned in an


earlier tale, pp. 75-6); and Tuvo protected Men and Elves from


them and from 'evil fays'. A makes mention of Orcs besides.


A servant of Melko named 'Fukil or Fangli' entered the


world, and coming among Men perverted them, so that they


fell treacherously upon the Ilkorins; there followed the Battle


of Palisor, in which the people of Ermon fought beside Nuin.


According to A 'the fays and those Men that aided them were


defeated', but B calls it an 'undecided battle', and the Men


corrupted by Fangli fled away and became 'wild and savage


tribes', worshipping Fangli and Melko. Thereafter (in A only)


Palisor was possessed by 'Fangli and his hosts of Nauglath


(or Dwarves)'. (In the early writings the Dwarves are always


portrayed as an evil people.)


From this outline it is seen that the corruption of certain


Men in the beginning of their days by the agency of Melko


was a feature of the earliest phase of the mythology; but of


all the story here sketched there is no more than a hint or


suggestion, at most, in The Silmarillion (p. 141): ' "A dark-








ness lies behind us," Beor said; "and we have turned our


backs upon it, and we do not desire to return thither even in


thought." "


The Awakening of Men


according to the later outline


 Here it is told at the beginning of the narrative that Melko's


Uvanimor had escaped when the Gods broke the Fortress of


the North, and were wandering in the forests; Fankil servant


of Melko dwelt uncaptured in the world. (Fankil = Fangli /


Fukil of A and B. In C he is called 'child of Melko'. Fankil


 has been mentioned at an earlier point in D, when at the time


 of the Awakening of the Elves 'Fankil and many dark shapes


escaped into the world'; see p. 114, note 3.)


Nuin 'Father of Speech', who went again and again to


Murmenalda despite the warnings of Tu (which are not here


specified), woke Ermon and Elmir, and taught them speech


and many things else. Ermon and Elmir alone of Mankind


saw the Sun arising in the West, and the seeds of Palurien


bursting forth into leaf and bud. The hosts of Men came forth


 as sleepy children, raising a dumb clamour at the Sun; they


followed it westward when it returned, and were grievously


afraid of the first Night. Nuin and Ermon and Elmir taught


them speech.


Men grew in stature, and gathered knowledge of the Dark


Elves,' but Tu faded before the Sun and hid in the bottomless


caverns. Men dwelt in the centre of the world and spread


thence in all directions; and a very great age passed.


Fankil with the Dwarves and Goblins went among Men,


and bred estrangement between them and the Elves; and


many Men aided the Dwarves. The folk of Ermon alone


stood by the fairies in the first war of Goblins and Elves


(Goblins is here an emendation from Dwarves, and that from


Men), which is called the War of palisor. Nuin died at the


bands of the Goblins through the treachery of Men. Many


kinderds of Men were driven to the eastern deserts and the


southern forests, whence came dark and savage peoples.


The hosts of Tareg the Ilkorin marched North-west hearing


a rumour of the Gnomes; and many of the lost kindreds


joined him.








The History of the Exiled Gnomes


according to the earlier outlines.


The Gnomes, after the passage of Helkarakse, spread into


Hisilome, whew they bad 'trouble' with the ancient Shadow


Folk in that land -- in A called 'fay-people', in B 'Uvalear


fays'. (We have met the Shadow Folk of Hisilome before, in


the tale of The Coming of the Elves, p. 127, but there this is


a name given by Men, after they were shut in Hisilome by


Melko, to the Lost Elves who remained there after straying


on the march from Palisor. It will be seen in the later outlines j


that these Shadow Folk were an unknown people wholly dis-


tinct from Elves; and it seems therefore that the name was


preserved while given a new interpretation.)


The Gnomes found the Waters of Asgon* and encamped


there; then took place the Counting of the Folk, the birth of


Turgon with 'prophecies', and the death of Feanor. On this


last matter the outlines are divergent. In A it was Noleme,


called also Fingolma, who died: 'his bark vanishes down a


hidden way -- said to be the way that Tuor after escaped by.


He sailed to offer sacrifice in the islanded rock in Asgon.'


(To whom was he sacrificing?} In B, as first written, it was


likewise 'Fingolma (No1eme)' who died, but this was


emended to Feanor; 'his bark vanished down a hidden


[way] -- said to be that opening that the Noldoli after en-


larged and fashioned to a path, so that Tuor escaped that way.


He sailed to the Islanded Rock in Asgon because he saw


something brightly glitter there and sought his jewels.'


Leaving Asgon the Gnomes passed the Bitter Hills and


fought their first battle with Orcs in the foothills of the Iron


Mountains. (For the Iron Mountains as the southern border


of Hisilome see pp. 120, 175-6.) In the Tale of Tinuviel


Beren came from Hisilome, from 'beyond the Bitter Hills',


and 'through the terrors of the Iron Mountains', and it thus


seems clear that the Bitter Hills and the Iron Mountains may


be equated.)


* later Lake Mithrim.





The next camp of the Gnomes was 'by Sirion' (which hem


first appears); and here the Gnomes first met the Ilkorins --


A adding that these Ilkorins were originally of the Noldoli,








and had been lost on the march from Palisor. The Gnomes


learned from them of the coming of Men and of the Battle of


Palisor, and they told the Ilkorins of the tidings in Valinor,


and of their search for the jewels.


Now appears for the first time Maidros son of Feanor (pre-


viously, in the tale of The Theft of Melko, the name was given


to Feanor's grandfather, pp. 161, 175). Maidros, guided by


Ilkorins, led a host into the hills, either 'to seek for the jew-


els' (A), or 'to search the dwellings of Melko' (B -- this


should perhaps read 'search for the dwellings of Melko', the


reading of C), but they were driven back with slaughter fram


the doors of Angamandi; and Maidros himself was taken


alive, tortured -- because he would not reveal the secret arts


of the Noldoli in the making of jewels -- and sent back to


the Gnomes maimed. (In A, which still had Noleme rather


than Feanor die in the Waters of Asgon, it was Feanor him-


self who led the host against Melko, and it was Feanor who


was captured, tortured, and maimed.)


Then the Seven Sons of Feanor swore an oath of enmity


for ever against any that should hold the Silmarils. (This is


the first appearance of the Seven Sons, and of the Oath,


though that Feanor had sons is mentioned in the Tale of the


Sun and Moon, p. 214.)


The hosts of Melko now approached the camp of the


Gnomes by Sirion, and they fled south, and dwelt then at


Gorfalon, where they made the acquaintance of Men, both


good and bad, but especially those of Ermon's folk; and an


embassy was sent to Tuvo, to Tinwelint (i.e. Thingol, see


p. 143), and to Ermon.' A great host was arrayed of Gnomes,


Ilkorins, and Men, and Fingolma (Noleme) marshalled it in


the Valley of the Fountains, afterwards called the Vale of


Weeping Waters. But Melko himself went into the tents of


Men and beguiled them, and some of them fell treacherously


on the rear of the Gnomes even as Melko's host attacked


them; others Melko persuaded to abandon their friends, and


these, together with others that he led astray with mists and


wizardries, he beguiled into the Land of Shadows. (With this


cf. the reference in the tale of The Coming of the Elves to the


; shutting of Men in Hisilome by Melko, p. 127.)


Then took place 'the terrible Battle of Unnumbered Tears'.








The Children of Urin* (Sons of Urin, A) alone of Men fought


to the last, and none (save two messengers) came out of the


fray; Turgon and a great regiment, seeing the day lost, turned


and cut their way out, and rescued a part of the women and


children. Turgon was pursued, and there is a reference to


'Mablon the Ilkorin's sacrifice to save the host', Maidros and


the other sons of Feanor quarrelled with Turgon -- because


they wanted the leadership, A -- and departed into the south.


The remainder of the survivors and fugitives were sur-


rounded, and swore allegiance to Melko; and he was wrath-


ful, because he could not discover whither Turgon had fled.


After a reference to 'the Mines of Melko' and 'the Spell


of Bottomless Dread' (the spell that Melko cast upon his


slaves), the story concludes with 'the Building of Gondolin'


and 'the estrangement of Men and Elves in Hisilome, owing


to the Battle of Unnumbered Tears': Melko fostered distrust


and kept them spying on each other, so that they should not


combine against him; and he fashioned the false-fairies or


Kaukareldar in their likeness, and these deceived and be-


trayed Men."


Since the outlines at this point return to mere headings for


the tales of Tinuviel, Turin, etc., it is clear that Gilfanon 's


Tale would have ended here.


The History of the Exiled Gnomes


according to the later outline


The Gnomes sojourned in the Land of Shadows (i.e. Hisi-


lome), and had dealings with the Shadow Folk. These were


fays (C); no one knows whence they came: they are not of


the Valar nor of Melko, but it is thought that they came from


the outer void and primeval dark when the world was first


fashioned. The Gnomes found 'the Waters of Mithrim (As-


gon)', and here Feanor died, drowned in the Waters of Mith-


rim. The Gnomes devised weapons for the first time, and


quarried the dark hills. (This is curious, for it has been said


in the account of the Kinslaughter at Alqalunte that 'so first


perished the Eldar neath the weapons of their kin', p. 184.


* later Hurin.








The first acquisition of weapons by the Eldar remained a


point of uncertainty for a long time.)


The Gnomes now fought for the first time with the Orcs


and captured the pass of the Bitter Hills; thus they escaped


out of the Land of Shadows, to Melko's fear and amazement.


They entered the Forest of Artanor (later Doriath) and the


Region of the Great Plains (perhaps the forerunner of the


later Talath Dirnen, the Guarded Plain of Nargothrond); and


the host of No1eme grew to a vast size. They practised many


arts, but would dwell no longer in settled abodes. The chief


camp of No1eme was about the waters of Sirion; and the


Gnomes drove the Orcs to the foothills of the Iron Moun-


tains. Melko gathered his power in secret wrath.


Turgon was born to Noleme.


Maidros, 'chief son of Feanor', led a host against Ang-


band, but was driven back with fire from its gates, and he was


taken alive and tortured -- according to C, repeating the


story of the earlier outline, because he would not reveal the


 secret arts of jewel-making. (It is not said here that Maidros


 was freed and returned, but it is implied in the Oath of the


 Seven Sons that follows.)


The Seven Sons of Feanor swore their terrible oath of ha-


tred for ever against all, Gods or Elves or Men, who should


hold the Silmarils; and the Children of Feanor left the host


of No1eme and went back into Dor Lomin, where they be-


came a mighty and a fierce race.


The hosts of Tareg the Ilkorin (see p. 269) found the


Gnomes at the Feast of Reunion; and the Men of Ermon first


saw the Gnomes. Then Noleme's host, swollen by that of


Tareg and by the sons of Ermon, prepared for battle; and


messengers were sent out North, South, East, and West. Tin-


welint alone refused the summons, and he said: 'Go not into


the hills.' Urin and Egnor* marched with countless battal-ions.


Melko withdrew all his forces and Noleme believed that


he was afraid. The hosts of Elfinesse drew into the Tumbled


Lands and encamped in the Vale of Fountains (Gorfalong),


or as it was afterwards called the Valley of Weeping Waters.





* The father of Beren.





(The outline D differs in its account of the events before


the Battle of Unnumbered Tears from that in the earlier ones,


here including C. In the earlier, the Gnomes fled from the


camp by Sirion when Melko's hosts approached, and re-


treated to Gorfalon, where the great host of Gnomes, Ilko-


rins, and Men was gathered, and arrayed in the Valley of the


Fountains. In D, there is no mention of any retreat by No-


leme's hosts: rather, it seems, they advanced from the camp


by Sirion into the Vale of Fountains (Gorfalong). But from


the nature of these outlines they cannot be too closely pressed.


The outline C, which ends here, says that when the Gnomes


first encountered Men at Gorfalon the Gnomes taught them


crafts -- and this was one of the starting-points, no doubt,


of the later Elf-friends of Beleriand.)


Certain Men suborned by Melko went among the camp as


minstrels and betrayed it. Melko fell upon them at early dawn


in a grey rain, and the terrible Battle of Unnumbered Tears


followed, of which no full tale is told, for no Gnome will


ever speak of it. (In the margin here my father wrote: 'Melko


himself was there? ' In the earlier outline Melko himself en-


tered the camp of his enemies.)


In the battle Noleme was isolated and slain, and the Orcs


cut out his heart; but Turgon rescued his body and his heart,


and it became his emblem." Nearly half of all the Gnomes


and Men who fought there were slain.


Men fled, and the sons of Urin alone stood fast until they


were slain; but Urin was taken. Turgon was terrible in his


wrath, and his great battalion hewed its way out of the fight


by sheer prowess.


Melko sent his host of Balrogs after them, and Mablon the


Ilkorin died to save them when pursued. Turgon fled south ]


along Sirion, gathering women and children from the camps,


and aided by the magic of the stream escaped into a secret


place and was lost to Melko.


The Sons of Feanor came up too late and found a stricken


field: they slew the spoilers who were left, and burying No-


leme they built the greatest cairn in the world over him and


the [?Gnomes]. It was called the Hill of Death.


There followed the Thraldom of the Noldoli. The Gnomes


were filled with bitterness at the treachery of Men, and the


ease with which Melko beguiled them. The outline concludes


with references to 'the Mines of Melko' and 'the Spell of








Bottomless Dread', and the statement that all the Men of the


North were shut in Hisilome.


The outline D then turns to the story of Beren and Tinu-


viel, with a natural connection from the tale just sketched:


'Bemn son of Egnor wandered out of Dor Lomin* into Ar-


tanor...' This is to be the next story told by the Tale-fire


(as also in outline B); in D the matter of Gilfanon's Tale is


to take four nights.


If certain features are selected from these outlines, and ex-


pressed in such a way as to emphasize agreement rather than


disagreement, the likeness to the narrative structure of The


Silmarillion is readily apparent. Thus:


-- The Noldoli cross the Helkarakse and spread into Hisi-


lome, making their encampment by Asgon (Mithrim);


-- They meet Ilkorin Elves (=Umanyar);


-- Feanor dies;


-- First battle with Orcs;


-- A Gnomish army goes to Angband;


-- Maidros captured, tortured, and maimed;


-- The Sons of Feanor depart from the host of the Elves (in


D only);


-- A mighty battle called the Battle of Unnumbered Tears is


fought between Elves and Men and the hosts of Melko;


-- Treachery of Men, corrupted by Melko, at that battle;


-- But the people of Urin (Hurin) are faithful, and do not


survive it;


-- The leader of the Gnomes is isolated and slain (in D only);


-- Turgon and his host cut their way out, and go to Gondolin;


-- Melko is wrathful because he cannot discover where Tur-


gon has gone;


-- The Feanorians come late to the battle (in D only);


-- A great cairn is piled (in D only).





* i.e. Hisilome; see p. 120





These are essential features of the story that were to survive.


But the unlikenesses are many and great. Most striking of all


is that the entire later history of the long years of the Siege


of Angband, ending with the Battle of Sudden Flame (Dagor


Bragollach), of the passage of Men over the Mountains into


.








Beleriand and their taking service with the Noldorin Kings,


had yet to emerge; indeed these outlines give the effect of


only a brief time elapsing between the coming of the Noldoli


from Kor and their great defeat. This effect may be to some


extent the result of the compressed nature of these outlines,


and indeed the reference in the last of them, D, to the practice


of many arts by the Noldoli (p. 273) somewhat counteracts


the impression -- 'in any case, Turgon, born when the


Gnomes were in Hisilome or (according to D) when they


were encamped by Sirion, is full grown at the Battle of Un-


numbered Tears." Even so, the picture in The Silmarillion


of a period of centuries elapsing while Morgoth was straitly


confined in Angband and 'behind the guard of their armies


in the north the Noldor built their dwellings and their towers'


is emphatically not present. In later 'phases' of the history


my father steadily expanded the period between the rising of


the Sun and Moon and the Battle of Unnumbered Tears. It


is essential, also, to the old conception that Melko's victory


was so complete and overwhelming: vast numbers of the


Noldoli became his thralls, and wherever they went lived in


the slavery of his spell; in Gondolin alone were they free --


so in the old tale of The Fall of Gondolin it is said that the


people of Gondolin 'were that kin of the Noldoli who alone


escaped Melko's power, when at the Battle of Unnumbered


Tears he slew and enslaved their folk and wove spells about


them and caused them to dwell in the Hells of Iron, faring


thence at his will and bidding only'. Moreover Gondolin was


not founded until after the Battle of Unnumbered Tears."


Of Feanor's death in the early conception we can discern


little; but at least it is clear that it bore no relation to the story


of his death in The Silmarillion (p. 107). In these early out- '


lines the Noldoli, leaving Hisilome, had their first affray with


the Orcs in the foothills of the Iron Mountains or in the pass


of the Bitter Hills, and these heights pretty clearly corre-


spond to the later Mountains of Shadow, Ered Wethrin (see


pp. 175, 270); but in The Silmarillion( p. 1 06) t he first en-


counter of the Noldor with the Orcs was in Mithrim.


The meeting of Gnomes and Ilkorins survived in the meet-


ing of the new-come Noldor with the Grey-elves of Mithrim


(ibid. p. 108); but the Noldor heard rather of the power of


King Thingol of Doriath than of the Battle of Palisor.








Whereas in these outlines Maidros son of Feanor led an


attack on Angband which was repulsed with slaughter and


his own capture, in The Silmarillion it was Fingolfin who


appeared before Angband, and being met with silence pru-


dently withdrew to Mithrim (p. 109). Maidros (Maedhros)


had been already taken at a meeting with an embassage of


Morgoth's that was supposed to be a parley, and he heard the


sound of Fingolfin's trumpets from his place of torment on


Thangorodrim -- where Morgoth set him until, as he said,


the Noldor forsook their war and departed. Of the divided


hosts of the Noldor there is of course no trace in the old story;


and the rescue of Maedhros by Fingon, who cut off his hand


in order to save him, does not appear in any form: rather is


he set free by Melko, though maimed, and without expla-


nation given. But it is very characteristic that the maiming of


Maidros -- an important 'moment' in the legends -- should


never itself be lost, though it came to be given a wholly


different setting and agency.


The Oath of the Sons of Feanor was here sworn after the


coming of the Gnomes from Valinor, and after the death of


their father; and in the later outline D they then left the host


of (Finwe) Noleme, Lord of the Noldoli, and returned to Dor


Lomin (Hisilome). In this and in other features that appear


only in D the story is moved nearer to its later form. In the


return to Dor Lomin is the germ of the departure of the Fea-


norians from Mithrim to the eastern parts of Beleriand (The


Silmarillion p. 112); in the Feast of Reunion that of Mereth


Aderthad, the Feast of Reuniting, held by Fingolfin for the


Elves of Beleriand (ibid. p. 113), though the participants are


necessarily greatly different; in the latecoming of the Fea-


 norians to the stricken field of Unnumbered Tears that of the


delayed arrival of the host of Maedhros (ibid. pp. 190-2); in


the cutting-off and death of (Finwe) Noleme in the battle that


of the slaying of Fingon (ibid. p. 193 -- when Finwe came


to be Feanor's father, and thus stepped into the place of


Bruithwir, killed by Melko in Valinor, his position as leader


of the hosts in the Battle of Unnumbered Tears was taken by


Fingon); and in the great cairn called the Hill of Death, raised


by the Sons of Feanor, that of the Haudh-en-Ndengin or Hill


of Slain, piled by Orcs in Anfauglith (ibid. p. 197). Whether


the embassy to Tuvo, Tinwelint, and Ermon (which in D





becomes the sending of messengers) remotely anticipates the


Union of Maedhros (ibid. pp. 188-9) is not clear, though


Tinwelint's refusal to join forces with No1eme survived in


Thingol's rejection of Maedhros' approaches (p. 189). I can-


not certainly explain Tinwelint's words 'Go not into the hills',


but I suspect that 'the hills' ate the Mountains of Iron (in The


Hiding of Valinor, p. 236, called 'the Hills of Iron') above


Angband, and that he warned against an attack on Melko; in


the old Tale of Turambar Tinwelint said: 'Of the wisdom of


my heart and the fate of the Valar did I not go with my folk


to the Battle of Unnumbered Tears.'


Other elements in the story of the battle that survived --


the steadfastness of the folk of Urin (Hurin), the escape of


Turgon -- already existed at this time in a tale that had been


written (that of Turin).


The geographical indications are slight, and there is no


map of the Great Lands for the earliest period of the legends;


in any case these questions are best left until the tales that


take place in those lands. The Vale (or Valley) of the Foun-


tains, afterwards the Valley (or Vale) of Weeping Waters, is


in D explicitly equated with Gorfalong, which in the earlier


outlines is given as Gorfalon, and seems to be distinct; but


in any case neither these, nor 'the Tumbled Lands', can be


brought into relation with any places or names in the later


geography -- unless (especially since in D Turgon is said to


have fled 'south down Sirion') it may be supposed that some-


thing like the later picture of the Pass of Sirion was already


in being, and that the Vale of the Fountains, or of Weeping


Waters, was a name for it.


NOTES.


1. Above Turuhalme are written Duruchalm (struck out) and


Halmadhurwion.


2. This paragraph is marked with queries.


3. The word may be read equally well as 'dim' or 'dun'.


4. The original reading here was: 'and few of his folk went


with him, and this Tu forbade to his folk, fearing the wrath


of Iluvatar and Manwe; yet did' (sc. curiosity overcome


Nuin, etc.).


5. Earlier in the Tales, 'the Lost Elves' are those who were








6.


7.


8.


9.


10.


11.


12.


13.


lost from the great journey and wandered in Hisilome (see


p. 127).


In the tale the 'fairies' of Tu's dominion (i.e. the Dark Elves)


are given the name Hisildi, the twilight people; in outlines


A and B, in addition to Hisildi, other names are given:


Humarni, Kaliondi, Lomearni.


Cf. also Sador's words to Turin in his boyhood (Unfinished


Tales p. 61): 'A darkness lies behind us, and out of it few


tales have come. The fathers of our fathers may have had


things to tell, but they did not tell them. Even their names


are forgotten. The Mountains stand between us and the life


that they came from, flying from no man now knows what.'


Cf. The Silmarillion p. 104: 'It is told that ere long they


met Dark Elves in many places, and were befriended by


them; and Men became the companions and disciples in


their childhood of these ancient folk, wanderers of the


Elven-race who never set out upon the paths to Valinor, and


knew of the Valar only as a rumour and a distant name. '


Above Ermon is written, to all appearance, the Old English


AEsc ('ash'). It seems conceivable that this is an anglicizing


of Old Norse Askr ('ash'), in the northern mythology the


name of the first man, who with the first woman (Embla)


were made by the Gods out of two trees that they found on


the seashore (Voluspa strophe 17; Snorra Edda, Gylfagin-


ning $8).


The text has here the bracketed word '(Gongs)'. This might


be thought to be a name for the Eaukareldar or 'false-


fairies', but in the Gnomish word-list Gong is defined as


'one of a tribe of the Orcs, a goblin'.


The cutting out of Noleme's heart by the Orcs, and its re-


capture by Turgon his son, is referred to in an isolated early


note, which says also that Turgon encased it in gold; and


the emblem of the King's Folk in Gondolin, the Scarlet


Heart, is mentioned in the tale of The Fall of Gondolin.


Cf. p. 186: 'Turondo son of Noleme was not yet upon the


Earth.' Turgon was the Gnomish name of Turondo (p. 124).


In the later story Turgon was a leader of the Noldor from


Valinor.


After the story was changed, and the founding of Gondolin


was placed far earlier, the concluding part of The Silmar-


illion was never brought into harmony; and this was a main


source of difficulty in the preparation of the published work.


