From the back cover of the paperback:
       Two centuries after the Boston Tea Party, harbor dumping is still a favorite local sport, only this time time it's major corporations piping toxic wastes into the water.  Environmentalist and professional pain in the ass Sangamon Taylor is Boston's modern-day Paul Revere, spreading the word from a 40-horsepower Zodiac raft.  Embarrassing powerful corporations in highly telegenic ways is the perfect method of making enemies, and Taylor has a collection that would do any rabble-rouser proud. 
       After his latest exploit, he's wanted by the FBI, possibly the Mafia, and definitely by a group of Satanist angel-dust heads who think he's looking for a PCP factory, not PCB contamination.  Pretty soon dodging bullets is the least of Taylor's problems---because somewhere out there are an unhinged genetic engineer and a lab-concocted bacterium that could destroy all ocean life...and that's just for appetizers.

Read for group discussion on April 28, 1999
Amy's Summary : Neal Stephenson - Zodiac; the eco-thriller 

The book Zodiac, which reads more like fiction than science fiction, is set in the 1980s and is told from the point of view of Sangamon Taylor, S. T., a long-haired, environmentalist activist with GEE International, a fictional organization that seems to be based on Greenpeace.

One of his housemates calls Sangamon a Granola James Bond.  But he'd rather be called Toxic Spiderman because, for one, he's broke - unlike former college classmate, Dolmacher, who is on the opposite site of toxic barricades, working for Biotronics.

Sangamon rides around the Boston on his bicycle, and on the water in a Zodiac, an inflatable raft with a outboard motor.  He sniffs out toxic waste, sometimes literally, and follows the trail back to the source.  He hunts down dangerous organic chlorine compounds.  With GEE he plugs a dioxin laden sewer in Buffalo with cement, and in New Jersey plugs a underwater diffuser pipe with contraptions made with salad bowls and toilet gaskets.

When he finds PCB contaminated lobsters near Spectacle Island in Boston Harbor, and sees people suffering from chloracne, he fears a toxic catastrophe. He thinks he'll be able to track the pollution to old transformers dumped by Basco and alert the EPA.  But it isn't quite that simple. There are goons chasing him in a speedboat, weirdoes bugging his phones, threatening heavy metal fans of a band called Pöyzen Bözyen, and strangely disappearing PCB pollution.

With the help Hank Boone - who some consider an eco-terrorist - girlfriend Debbie and Tanya from GEE, Indian Jim Grandfather, and eccentric genius Kelvin, Sangamon seeks to incriminate Basco as the polluter, discredit the environmental record of presidential hopeful Alvin Pleshy, and reaffirm his own credibility.

