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“Bul such is the infelicity and unhappy disposition
of the human mind in the course of invention that it
first distrusts and then despises itself: first will not
believe that any such thing can be found out; and
when it is found out, cannot understand how the world
should have missed it so long.”

—“NovuM ORrGaNUM,” Chap. CX.
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PREFACE.

Is there a mystery connected with the life of Francis
Bacon? The average student of history or literature
will unhesitatingly reply in the negative, perhaps quali-
fying hisanswer by adding :—Unless it be a mystery that
a man with such magnificent intellectual attainments
could have fallen so low as to prove a faithless friend
to a generous benefactor in the hour of his trial, and,
upon being raised to one of the highest positions of
honour and influence in the State, to become a corrupt
public servant and a receiver of bribes to pervert justice.
—1It is one of the most remarkable circumstances to be
found in the history of any country that a man admit-
tedly pre-eminent in his intellectual powers, spoken of
by his contemporaries in the highest terms for his
virtues and his goodness, should, in subsequent ages, be
held up to obloquy and scorn and seldom be referred to
except asan example of a corrupt judge, a standing warn-
ing to those who must take heed how they stand lest
they fall. Truly the treatment which Francis Bacon
has received confirms the truth of the aphorism, ““The
evil that men do lives after them ; the good is oft interred
with their bones.”

It is not the intention in the following brief survey of
Bacon’s life to enter upon any attempt to vindicate his
character. Since his works and life have come promi-
nently before the reading public, he has never been
without a defender. Montagu, Hepworth Dixon, and
Spedding have, one after the other, raised their voices

against the injustice which has been done to the memory
B
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of this great Englishman; and although Macaulay, in
his misleading and inaccurate essay,* abounding in
paradoxes and inconsistencies, produced the most power-
ful, though prejudiced, attack which has been made on
Bacon’s fame, he may almost be forgiven, because it pro-
vided the occasion for James Spedding in ‘¢ Evenings
with a Reviewer,” to respond with a thorough and
complete vindication of the man to whose memory he
devoted his life. There rests on every member of the
Anglo-Saxon race an obligation—imposed upon him by
the benefits which he enjoys as the result of Francis
Bacon’s life-work—to read this vindication of his charac-
ter. Nor should mention be omitted of the essay by
Mr. J. M. Robertson on ¢ Francis Bacon ” in his excellent
work ‘‘Pioneer Humanists.” All these defenders of
Bacon treat their subject from what may be termed the
orthodox point of view. They follow in the beaten
track. They do not look for Bacon outside his acknow-
ledged works and letters. Since 1857, however, there
has been steadily growing a belief that Bacon was
associated with the literature of the Elizabethan and
early Jacobean periods, and that he deliberately con-
cealed his connection with it. That this view is scouted
by what are termed the men of letters is well-
known. They will have none of it. They refuse
its claim to a rational hearing. But, in spite of

@ Attention is drawn to one of the inaccuracies in “ An Intro-
duction to Mathematics,” by A. W. Whithead, Sc.D., F.R.S., pub-
lished in the Home University Library of Modern Knowledge.
The author says : “ Macaulay in his essay on Bacon contrasts the
certainty of mathematics with the uncertainty of philosophy, and
by way of a rhetorical example he says, ¢ There has been no
re-action against Taylor’s theorem.” He could not have chosen
a worse exaniple. For, without having made an examination of
English tektaboolgs on mathematics contemporary with the pub-
lication of this essay, the assumption is a fairly safe one that

Taylor’s theorem was enunciated and proved wrongly in every
one of them.”
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this, as years go on, the number of adherents to
the new theory steadily increases. The scornful
epithets that are hurled at them only appear to whet
their appetite, and increase their determination. Men
and women devote their lives with enthusiasm to the
quest for further knowledge. They dig and delve in the
records of the period, and in the byeways of literature,
Theories which appear extravagant and untenable are
propounded. Whether any of these theories will come
to be accepted and established beyond cavil, time alone
can prove. But, at any rate, it is certain that in this
quest many forgotten facts are brought to light, and the
general stock of information as to the literature of the
period is augmented.

In the following pages it is sought to establish what
may be termed one of these extravagant theories. How
far this attempt is successful, it is for the reader to
judge. Notwithstanding all that may be said to the
contrary, by far the greater part of Francis Bacon’s life
is unknown. An attempt will be made by the aid of
accredited documents and books to represent in a new
light his youth and early manhood. It is contended
that he deliberately sought to conceal his movements
and work, although, at the same time, he left the land-
marks by which a diligent student might follow them.
In his youth he conceived the idea that the man Francis
Bacon should be concealed, and be revealed only by his
works, The motto, ¢ Mente videbor "—by the mind I
shall be seen—became the guiding principle of his life.

(Jreaini bl
(LI
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PTHE MYSTERY

OF

FRANCIS BACON.
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CHAPTER 1.
SOURCES OF INFORMATION.

THE standard work is ““ The Life and Letters of Francis
Bacon,” by James Spedding, which was published from
1858—1869. It comprises seven volumes, with 3,033
pages. The first twenty years of Bacon's life are
disposed of in 8 pages, and the next ten years in 95
pages, of which 43 pages are taken up with three tracts
attributed to him. There is practically no information
given as to what should be the most important years of
his life. The two first volumes carry the narrative to
the end of Elizabeth’s reign, when Bacon had passed
his fortieth year. There is in them a considerable con-
tribution to the history of the times, but a critical
perusal will establish the fact that they add very little
to our knowledge of the man, and they fail to give any
adequate idea of how he was occupied during those
years. In the seven volumes 513 letters of Bacon’s are
printed, and of these no less than 238 are addressed to
James I. and the Duke of Buckingham, and were
written during the last years of his life. The biographies
by Montagu and Hepworth Dixon are less pretentious,
but contain little more information.
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The first published Life of Bacon appears to have been
unknown to all these writers. In 1631 was published in
Paris a translation of the ¢ Sylva Sylvarum,” as the
« Histoire Naturelle de Mre. Francois Bacon.” Pre-
fixed to it is a chapter entitled ‘‘Discours sur la vie de
Mre. Francois Bacon, Chancelier D’Angleterre.” Refer-
ence will be made to this important discourse hereafter.
It is sufficient for the present to say that it definitely
states that during his youth Bacon travelled in Italy and
Spain, which fact is to-day unrecognised by those who
are accepted as authorities on his life. In 1647 there
was published at Leyden a Dutch translation of forty-
six of Bacon’s Essays—the “ Wisdom of the Ancients ”
and the ¢ Religious Meditations.” The translation is
by Peter Boener, an apothecary of Nymegen, Holland,
who was in Bacon’s service for some years as domestic
apothecary, and occasional amanuensis, and quitted his
employment in 1623. Boener added a Life of Bacon
which is a mere fragment, but contains testimony by a
personal attendant which is of value. In 1657 William
Rawley issued a volume of unpublished manuscripts
under the title of “ Resuscitatio,” and to these he added
a Life of the great Philosopher., Rawley is only once
mentioned by Bacon. His will contains the sentence :
“I give to my chaplain, Dr. Rawleigh, one hundred
pounds.” Rawley was born in 15g0. When he became
associated with his master is not known, but it could
only have been towards the close of his life. Bacon
appears to have reposed great confidence in him. In
1627,* the year following Bacon’s death, he published the
¢Sylva Sylvarum.” This must have been in the press
before Bacon’s death., Rawley subsequently published
other works, and was associated with Isaa¢ Gruter
during the seventeenth century in producing on the
continent various editions of Bacon’s works.

* There are copies of this work bearing date 1626, the year in
which Bacon died.
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Rawley’s account of Bacon’s life is meagre, and,
having regard to the wealth of information which must
have been at his disposal, it is a very disappointing
production. Still, it contains information which is not
to be found elsewhere. How incomplete it is may be
gathered from the fact that there is no reference in it to
Bacon’s fall.

In 1665 was published a volume, ¢ The Statesmen
and Favourites of England since the Reformation.” It
was compiled by David Lloyd. The biographies of the
Elizabethan statesmen were written by someone who
was closely associated with them, and who appears to
have had exceptional opportunities of obtaining informa-
tion as to their opinions and characters.* As to how
these lives came into Lloyd's possession nothing is
known. Prefixed to the biographies are two pages con-
taining ‘‘ The Lord Bacon’s judgment in a work of this
nature.” The chapter on Bacon is a most important
contribution to the subject, but it also appears to have
escaped the notice of Spedding, Hepworth Dixon, and
Montagu. In 1658 Francis Osborn, in Letters to his
son, gives a graphic description of the Lord Chancellor.
Perhaps one can better picture Bacon as he was in the
strength of his manhood from Osborne’s account of him
than from any other source. Thomas Bushell, another
of Bacon’s household dependents, published in 1628
“The First Part of Youth’s Errors.” In a letter therein
addressed to Mr. John Eliot, he has left contributions to
our stock of knowledge. There are also some miscel-
laneous tracts written by him, and published about the
year 1660, which contain references to Bacon.

3 ’lfhe)concluding paragraph of the Epistle to the Reader is as
follows : “It’s easily imaginable how unconcerned I am as to the
fate of this Book either in the History, or the Observations, since
I have been so faithful in the first, that it is not my own, but the
Historians ; and so careful -in the second that they are not mine,
but the Histories.”
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Fuller's Worthies (1660) gives a short account of his
life and character, eulogistic but sparse. In 1679 was
published ¢ Baconiana,” or Certain Genuine Remains
of Sir Francis Bacon, &c., by Bishop Tennison, but it
contains no better account of his life. ~Winstanley's
Worthies (1684) relies entirely on Rawley’s Life, which is
reproduced in it. Aubrey’s brief Lives were written about
1680. There are references to Bacon in Arthur
Wilson’s ¢ History of the Reign ot James 1.” ; in ¢ The
Court of James I,” by Sir W. A.; in ¢ Simeon D’Ewes’
Diary ”; and, lastly, in his ‘ Discoveries,” Ben Jonson
contributes a high eulogy on Bacon’s character and
attainments.

In 1702 Robert Stephens, the Court historiographer,
published a volume of Bacon’s letters, with an introduc-
tion giving some account of his life; and there was a
second edition in 1736. In 1740 David Mallet published
an edition of Bacon's works, and wrote a Life to accom-
pany it. This was subsequently printed as a separate
volume. As a biography it is without interest, as it
contains no new facts as to his life.

In 1754 memoirs of the reign of Queen Elizabeth
from the year 1581 to her death appeared, edited by
Dr. Thomas Birch. These memoirs are founded upon
the letters of the various members of the Bacon family.
In 1763 a volume of letters of Francis Bacon was issued
under the same editor.

Such are the sources of information which have come
down to us in biographical notices.

In the British Museum, the Record Office, and else-
where are the originals of the letters and the manuscripts
of some of the tracts which Spedding has printed.

The British Museum also possesses two books of
Memoranda used by Bacon. The Transportat is
entirely, and the Promus is partly, in his handwriting.
Beyond his published works, that is all that so far has
been available,
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Spedding remarks*: ‘“What became of his books
which were left to Sir John Constable and must
have contained traces of his reading, we do not know,
but very few appear to have survived.”

Happily, Spedding was wrong. During the past ten
years nearly 2,000 books which have passed through
Bacon’s hands have been gathered together. These are
copiously annotated by him, and from these annotations
the wide range and the methodical character of his
reading may be gathered. Manuscripts which were in
his library, and at least four common-place books in his
handwriting, have also been recovered. Particulars of
these have not yet been made public, but the advantage
of access to them has been available in the preparation
this volume.

¢ « Life and Letters,” Vol. VII,, page 552.
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CHAPTER II.
THE STOCK FROM WHICH BACON CAME.

“ A PRODIGY of parts he must be who was begot by
wise Sir Nicholas Bacon, born of the accomplished
Mrs. Ann Cooke,” says an early biographer.

Nicholas Bacon is said to have been born at Chisle-
hurst, in Kent, in 1509. He was the second son of
Robert Bacon, of Drinkstone, in Suffolk, Esquire and
Sheep-reeve to the Abbey of Bury St. Edmunds. It is
believed that he was educated at the abbey school.
He speaks of his intimacy with Edmund Rougham, a
monk of that house, who was noted for his wonderful
proficiency in memory. He was admitted to the
College of Corpus Christi, Cambridge, and took the
degree of B.A. in 1526-7. He went to Paris soon after-
wards, and on his return studied law at Gray's Inn,
being called to the Bar in 1533, and admitted ancient
in 1536. He was appointed, in 1537, Clerk to the Court
of Augmentations, In 1546 he was made Attorney of
the Court of Wards and Liveries, and continued as
such under Edward VI. Upon the accession of Mary
he conformed to the change of religion and retained
his office during her reign. Nicholas Bacon and
William Cecil, each being a widower, had married
sisters. When Elizabeth came to the throne Cecil
became her adviser. He was well acquainted with
Nicholas Bacon’s sterling worth and great capacity for
business, and availed himself of his advice and assist-
ance. The Queen delivered to Bacon the great seal,
with the title of Lord Keeper, on the 22nd December,
1558, and he was sworn of the Privy Council and
knighted. By letters patent, dated 14th April, 1559,
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the full powers of a Chancellor were conferred upon
him. In 1563 he narrowly escaped the loss of his office
for alleged complicity in the issue of a pamphlet
espousing the cause of the House of Suffolk to the
succession. He was restored to favour, and continued
as Lord Keeper until his death in 1579. The Queen
visited him at Gorhambury on several occasions. Sir
Nicholas Bacon, in addition to performing the im-
portant duties of his high office in the Court of
Chancery and in the Star Chamber, took an important
part in all public affairs, both domestic and foreign,
from the accession of Elizabeth until his death. He
first married Jane, daughter of William Fernley, of
West Creting, Suffolk, by whom he had three sons and
three daughters. For his second wife he married Anne,
daughter of Sir Anthony Cooke, by whom he had two
sons, Anthony and Francis. It is of more importance
for the present purpose to know what type of man was
the father of Francis Bacon. The author of the ‘‘ Arte
of English Poesie " (1589) relates. that he came upon
Sir Nicholas sitting in his gallery with the works of
Quintillian before him, and adds: ““In deede he was a
most eloquent man and of rare learning and wisdome
as ever I knew England to breed, and one that joyed
as much in learned men and good witts.”” This author,
speaking of Sir Nicholas and Burleigh, remarks, “From
whose lippes I have seen to proceede more grave and
naturall eloquence then from all the oratours of Oxford
and Cambridge.”

In his “Fragmenta Regalia” Sir Robert Naunton
describes him as “an archpeece of wit and wisdom,”
stating that ‘“he was abundantly facetious which took
muck with the Queen when it was suited with the
season as he was well able to judge of his times.”
Fuller describes him as ‘““a man of rare wit and deep
experience,” and, again, as “a good man, a grave
statesman, and a father to his country.” Bishop
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Burnet speaks of him as “not only one of the most
learned and pious men, but one of the wisest ministers
this nation ever bred.” The observations of the author
of “The Statesmen and Favourites of England in the
Reign of Queen Elizabeth™ are very illuminating.
“Sir Nicholas Bacon,” he says, ‘‘was a man full of
wit and wisdome, a gentleman and a man of Law with
great knowledge therein.” He proceeds: ‘ This gentle-
man understood his Mistress well and the times better :
He could raise factions to serve the one and allay them
tosuit the others. He had the deepest reach into affairs
of any man that was at the Council table : the knottiest
Head to pierce into difficulties: the most comprehensive
Judgement to surround the merit of a cause: the strongest
memory to recollect all circumstances of a Business
to one View : the greatest patience to debate and con-
sider; (for it was he that first said, let us stay a little
and we will have done the sooner:) and the clearest
reason to urge anything that came in his way in the
Court of Chancery. . . . Leicester seemed wiser than
he was, Bacon was wiser than he seemed to be;
Hunsden neither was nor seemed wise. . . . Great
was this Stateman’s Wit, greater the Fame of it;
which as he would say, being nothing, made all things.
For Report, though but Fancy, begets Opinion ; and
Opinion begets substance. . . . He neither affected
nor attained to greatness: Mediocria firma, was his
principle and his practice. 'When Queen Elizabeth
asked him, Why his house was so little ? he answered,
Madam, my house is not too little for me, but you have
made me too big for my House. Give me, said he, a good
Estate rather than a great one. He had a very Quaint
saying and he used it often to good purpose, That he loved
the Jest well but not the loss of his Friend. . . . He
was in a word, a Father of his country and of Sir
Francis Bacon.”

Before speaking of Lady Ann Bacon, it is necessary
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to give some account of her father, Sir Anthony Cooke.
He was a great-grandson of Sir Thomas Cooke, Lord
Mayor of London, and was born at Giddy Hall, in Essex.
Again the most valuable observations on his character
are to be found in “The Lives of Statesmen and
Favourites ” before referred to. The author states that
Sir Anthony ‘‘was one of the Governors to King
Edward the sixth when Prince, and is charactered by
Mr. Camden Vir antiqua sevenitate. He observeth him
also to be happy in his Daughters, learned above their
Sex in Greek and Latine : namely, Mildred who married
William Cecil, Lord Treasurer of England; Anne who
married Nichlas Bacon, Lord Chancellor of England;
Katherine who married Henry Killigrew; Elizabeth
who married Thomas Hobby, and afterwards Lord
Russell, and Margaret who married Ralph Rowlet.”

‘¢ Gravity,” says this author, ¢ was the Ballast of Sir
Anthony’s Soul and General Learning its leading . . . .
Yet he was somebody in every Art, and eminent in all,
the whole circle of Arts lodging in his Soul. His Latine,
fluent and proper ; his Greek, critical and exact; his
Philology and Observations upon each of these lan-
guages, deep, curious, various and pertinent : His Logic,
rational ; his History and Experience, general ; his
Rhetorick and Poetry, copious and genuine ; his Mathe-
matiques, practicable and useful. Knowing that souls
were equal, and that Women are as capable of Learning
as Men, he instilled that to his Daughters at night,
which he had taught the Prince in the day, being
resolved to have Sons by education, for fear he should
have none by birth; and lest he wanted an Heir of his
body, he made five of his minde, for whom he had at
once a Gavel-kind of affection and of Estate.”

“Three things there are before whom (was Sir
Anthony’s saying) I cannot do amis: 1, My Prince; 2,
my conscience; 3, my children. Seneca told his sister,
That though he could not leave her a good portion, he
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would leave her a good pattern. Sir Anthony would
write to his Daughter Mildred, My example is your in-
heritance and my life is your portion . . .

¢ He said first, and his Grandchilde my Lord Bacon
after him, That the Joys of Parents are Secrets,and so are
their Griefs and Fears. . . . Very providently did
he secure his eternity, by leaving the image of his
nature in his children and of his mind in his Pupil.

The books he advised were not many but choice :
the business he pressed was not reading, but digesting

Sir John Checke talked merrlly, Dr. Coxe
solldly and Sir Anthony Cooke weighingly: A faculty
that was derived with his blood to his Grandchilde
Bacon.”

Such then was the father of Lady Anne Bacon. She
and her sisters were famous as a family of accomplished
classical scholars. She had a thorough knowledge of
Greek and Latin. An Apologie . . . in defence of the
Churche of England by Dr. Jewel, Bishop of Salis-
bury, was translated by her from the Latin and pub-
lished in 1564. Sir Anthony had been exiled during
Mary’s reign, for his adhercnce to the Protestant
faith. His daughter, Anne, inherited, not only his
classical accomplishments, but his strong Puritan faith
and his hatred of Popery. Francis Bacon describes
her as “A Saint of God.” There is a portrait of her
painted by Nathaniel Bacon, her stepson, in which she
appears standing in her pantry habited asa cook. In
feature Francis appears to have resembled his mother.
He ‘“had the same pouting lip, the same round head,
the same straight nose and Hebe chin.”
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CHAPTER III.
FRANCIS BACON, 1560 TO 1572,

IN the registry of St. Martin’s will be found this entry :
Mr. Franciscus Bacon 1560 Jan 25 (filius.D’m Nicho
Bacon Magni Anglie sigilli custodis).” Rawley in his
¢ Life of the Honourable Author "’ says: ¢ Francis Bacon,
the glory of his age and nation, was born in York House
or York Place, in the Strand, on the two and twentieth
day of January in the year of our Lord 1560.” He
relates that ‘“His first and childish years were not
without some mark of eminency ; at which time he was
endued with that pregnancy and towardness of wit, as
they were pressages of that deep and universal appre-
hension which was manifest in him afterward.” ¢ The
Queen then delighted much to confer with him, and to
prove him with questions unto whom he delivered him-
self with that gravity and maturity above his years that
Her Majesty would often term him ¢ Her young Lovd
Keeper.’ Being asked by the Queen how old he was
he answered with much discretion, being then but a
boy* that he was two years younger than Her Majesty’s
happy reign, with which answer the queen was much
taken.” Inthe ¢ Lives of the Statesmen and Favourites
of Queen Elizabeth ” there is reference to the early de-
velopment of his mental and intellectual facunlties. The
author writes :—¢He had a large mind from his Father
and great abilities from his Mother ; His parts improved
more than his years, his great fixed and methodical
memory, his solide judgement, his quick fancy, his ready
expression, gave assurance of that profound and univer-

# Lloyd states that this occurred when he was seven years of
age.
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sal comprehension of things which then rendered him
the observation of great and wise men ; and afterwards
the wonder of all.” The historian continues:—‘ He
never saw anything that was not noble and becoming,”
“at twelve his industry was above the capacity and his
minde beyond the reache of his contemporaries.”

This boy so marvellously endowed was brought up
in surroundings which were ideal for his development.
His father, a man of erudition, a wit and orator,
occupying one of the highest positions in the country,
his mother a lady of great classical accomplishments,
who had enjoyed the benefits of an education and
training by her father, that eminent scholar, Sir
Anthony Cooke, and, lastly, there was this man—his
grandfather—living within riding distance from his
home, It seems inevitable that the natural powers of
young Francis must have excited a keen interest in the
old tutor of Edward VI., who had devoted his evenings
to imparting to his daughters what he had taught the
Prince during the day, o that if he left behind him no
heirs of his body, he might leave heirs of his mind.
The boy Francis was, indeed, a worthy heir of his mind,
and it is impossible to believe otherwise than that Sir
Anthony Cooke would throw himself heart and soul
into the education of his grandchild, but no statement
or tradition has come down to this effect. It may be,
however, that a sentence which hasalready been quoted
from ¢¢The Lives of Statesmen and Favourites ” is in-
tended to imply that Francis was the pupil of Sir
Anthony : *He said first and his Grandchilde my Lord
Bacon after him, That the Joys of Parents are
Secrets, and so their Griefs and Fears. . . Very
providently did he secure his Eternity, by leaving the
image of his nature in his Children and of his mind in
his Pupil.” The pupil referred to was not Edward V1., for
he died twenty-thres years before Sir Anthony, and he
could not, therefore, have left the image of his mind in
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the young King. Following directly after the sentence
“ He said first and his Grandchilde Lord Bacon after
him " it is possible that the reference may be to the boy
Francis. Certainly Sir Anthony “would secure his
eternity ** if he left the image of his mind in his ¢ Grand-
childe.” In any case the prodigious natural powers
of the boy were placed in an environment well suited
for their full development.

The historian says that ¢at twelve his industry was
above the capacity and his mind beyond the reache of
his Contemporaries.” Who were the contemporaries
alluded to? Those of his own age, or those who were
living at the time ? A boy of twelve, he excelled others
in his great industry and the wide range of his mind.
This industry appears to have accompanied him
through life, for Rawley states that “he would ever
interlace a moderate relaxation of his mind with his
studies, as walking or taking the air abroad in his coach
or some other befitting recreation; and yet he would
lose no time, inasmuch as upon the first and immediate
return he would fall to reading again, and so suffer no
movement of time to slip from him without some
present improvement.” It is a remarkable fact on
which too much stress cannot be laid that in the two
Lives of Bacon, scanty as they are, by contemporary
writers, his exceptional industry is pointed out., There
are certainly no visible fruits of this industry.

Although there is no definite information as to what
was the state of Francis Bacon’s education at twelve,
there is testimony as to that of some of his contempo-
raries. Three instances will suffice.

Philip Melancthon (whose family name was Schwart-
zerd) was born in 1497. His education was at an early
age directed by his maternal grandfather, John Reuter.
After a short stay at a public school at Bretten he was
removed to the academy at Pforzheim. Here, under

the tutorship of John Reuchlin, an elegant scholar and
o
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teacher of languages, he acquired the taste for Greek
literature in which he subsequently became so dis-
tinguished. Here his genius for composition asserted
itself. Amongst other poetical essays in which he in-
dulged when eleven years of age, he wrote a humorous
piece in the form of a comedy, which he dedicated to
his kind friend and instructor, Reuchlin, in whose
presence it was performed by the schoolfellows of the
youthful author. After a residence of two years at
Pforzheim, Philip matriculated at the University of
Heidelberg on the 13th October, 1509, being eleven
years and nine months old. Young as he was, he
appears to have been employed to compose most of the
harangues that were delivered in the University, be-
sides writing some pieces for the professors themselves.
Here, at this early age, he composed his ‘Rudiments
of the Greek Language,” which were afterwards pub-
lished.

Agrippa d’Aubigné was born in 1550 and died in 1630.
At six years of age he read Latin, Greek, and Hebrew.
When ten years he translated the Crito. Italian and
Spanish were at his command.

Thomas Bodley was born in 1544 and died in 1612.
In the short autobiography which he left he makes the
following statement as to how far his education had
advanced when his father decided to fix his abode in
the city of Geneva in 1556 :—

“1 was at that time of twelve yeares age but through my
fathers cost and care sufficiently instructed to become an
auditour of Chevalerius in Hebrew, of Berealdus in Greeke, of
Calvin and Beza in Divinity and of some other Professours in
that University, (which was newly there erected) besides my
domesticall teachers, in the house of Philibertus Saracenus, a
famous Physitian in that City with whom I was boarded ; when

Robertus Constantinus that made the Greek Lexicon read Homer
with me.”

Bodley was undoubtedly proficient in French, for




FRANCIS BACON, I560 TO 1572. 23

Calvin and Beza lectured in French, The ¢ Institu-
tion of the Christian Religion,”” Calvin’s greatest work,
although published in Latin in 1536, was translated by
him into French, and issued in 1540 or 1541. This
translation is one of the finest examples of French
prose. Bodley’s English was probably very poor, and
for a very good reason—there was no English language
worthy of comparison with the languages of France,
Italy, or Spain. It had yet to be created.

It is fair to assume that at twelve years of age
Francis Bacon was as proficient in languages as were
Philip Melancthon, Agrippa d’Aubigné, or Thomas
Bodley at that age. He, therefore, had at least a good
knowledge of Latin, Greek, Hebrew, French, and such
English as there was.

Another class of evidence is now available, It has
already been stated that a large number of Bacon’s books
have been recovered, copiously annotated by him. Some
of these books bear the date when the annotations were
made. For the most part the marginal notes appear to
. be aids to memory, but in many cases they are critical
observations of the text. These are, however, dealt
with in a subsequent chapter,

Gilbert Wats, in dedicating to Charles I. his interpre-
tation of ‘‘ The Advancement of Proficiency of Learn-
ing” (1640), makes a statement which throws light
on the course of Bacon’s studies, and this strongly
supports the present contention. He says :—

“He (Bacon) after he had survaied all the Records of An-
tiquity, after the volume of men, betook himselfe to the study of
the volume of the world ; and having conquerd whatever books
possest, set upon the Kingdome of Nature and carried that
victory very farre.”

Speaking of him as a boy his biographer* describes his
memory as ‘“fixed and methodical,” and in another

9 “The Lives of Statesmen and Favourites of Elizabeth.”
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place he says ‘“ His judgment was solid yet his memory
was a wonder.”

The extent of his reading at this time had been very
wide, He had already taken all knowledge to be his
province, and was with that industry which was beyond
the capacity of his contemporaries rapidly laying the
foundations which subsequently justified this claim.
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CHAPTER IV.
AT CAMBRIDGE.

Francis BacoN went to reside at Trinity College,
Cambridge, in April, 1573, being 12 years and 3 months
of age. While the plague raged he was absent from the
end of August, 1574, until the beginning of March
following. He finally left the University at Christmas,
1575, about one month before his fifteenth birthday.

Rawley says he was there educated and bred under
the tuition of Dr. John Whitgift,* then master of the
College, afterwards the renowned Archbishop of Canter-
bury, a prelate of the first magnitude for sanctity, learn-
ing, patience, and humility ; under whom he was ob-
served to have been more than an ordinary proficient in
the several arts and sciences.

Amboise, in the ¢ Discours sur la vie de M. Bacon,” pre-
fixed to the ‘‘Histoire Naturelle,” Paris, 1631, says: ‘““Le
jugement et la mémoire ne furent jamais en aucun home
au degré qu’ils estoient en celuy-cy ; de sorte qu’en bien
peu de temps il se rendit fort habile en toutes les
sciences qui s’apprennent au Collége. Et quoi que
deslors il fust jugé capable des charges les plas im-
portantes, nean-moins pour ne tomber dedans la mesme
faute que sont d’ordinaire les jeunes gens de son estoffe,
qui par une ambition trop précipitée portent souvent au
maniement des grandes affaires un esprit encore tout
rempli des crudités de l’escole, Monsieur Bacon se
voulut acquérir cette science, qui rendit autres-fois
Ulysse si recommandable et luy fit mériter le nom de

* Dr. Whitgift was a man of strong moral rectitude, yet in
1593 he became one of its sponsors on the publication of ¢ Venus
and Adonis.”
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sage, par la connoissance des meeurs de tant de nations
diverses.” That is all that can be said about his career
at Cambridge except that Rawley adds:

¢ Whilst he was commorant in the University, about
sixteen years of age (as his lordship hath been pleased
to impart unto myself), he first fell into the dislike of
the philosophy of Aristotle; not for the worthlessness of
the author, to whom he would ever ascribe all high
attributes, but for the unfruitfulness of the way ; being
a philosophy (as his lordship used to say) only strong
for disputations and contentions, but barren of the pro-
duction of works for the benefit of the life of man; in
which mind he continued to his dying day.”

As Bacon left Cambridge at Christmas, 1575, before
he was 15 years of age, Rawley's recollection must have
been at fault when he mentions the age of 16 as that
when Bacon formed this opinion.

There is another account of this incident in which it
is stated that Francis Bacon left Cambridge without
taking a degree as a protest against the manner in
which philosophy was taught there. In the preface to
the ‘“ Great Instauration ' Bacon repeats his protest :
““And for its value and utility, it must be plainly avowed
that that wisdom which we have derived principally
from the Greeks is but like the boyhood of knowledge
and has the characteristic property of boys : it can talk
but it cannot generate : for it is fruitful of controversies
but barren of works.”

This is merely a re-statement of the position he took
up when at Cambridge. So this boy set up his opinion
against that of the recognised professors of philosophy
of his day, against the whole authority of the staff of
the University, on a fundamental point on the most
important question which could be raised as to the
pursuit of knowledge. It is not too much to say that
he had at this time covered the whole field of knowledge
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in a manner more thorough than it had ever been
covered before, and with his mind, which was beyond
the reach of his contemporaries, he began to lay down
those laws which revolutionised all thought and have
become the accepted method by which the pursuit of
knowledge is followed.

It is necessary again to seek for parallels to justify the
position which will be claimed for Francis Bacon at
this period.

Philip Melancthon affords one and James Crichton
another. At Heidelberg Melancthon remained three
years. He left when he was 15, the principal cause of
his leaving being disappointment at being refused a
higher degree in the University solely, it is alleged, on
account of his youth, In September, 1512, he was
entered at the University of Tubingen, where, in the
following year, betore he was 17 years of age, he was
created Doctor in Philosophy or Master of Arts. He
then commenced a course of public lectures, embracing
an extraordinary variety of subjects, including the
learned languages, rhetoric, logic, ethics, mathematics,
and theology. Here in 1516 he put forth his revision
of the text of Terence. Besides he entered into an
undertaking with Thomas Anshelmus to revise all the
books printed by him. He bestowed great labour on a
lurge work in folio by Nauclerus, which he appears to
have almost entirely re-written.

So much romance has been thrown around James
Crichton that it is difficult to obain the real facts of his
life. Sir Thomas Urquhart, in * Discovery of a Most
Exquisite Jewel,” published in 1652, gives a biography
which is, without doubt, mainly apocryphal. Certain
facts, however, are well established. He was born in
the same year as was Bacon (1560). At 10 years of age
he entered St. Andrew's University, and in 1575 (the
year Bacon left Cambridge) took his degree, coming
out third in the first class. In 1576 he went to France,
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as did Bacon—to Paris. In the College of Navarre he
issued a universal challenge. This he subsequently
repeated at Venice with equal success; that is, to all
men, upon all things, in any of twelve languages named.
The challenge is broad and formal. He pledged him-
self to review the schoolmen, allowed his opponents
the privilege of selecting their topics—mathematics, no
less than scholastic lore—either from branches publicly
or privately taught, and promised to return answers in
logical figure or in numbers estimated according to
their occult power, or in any of a hundred sorts of verse.
He is said to have justified before many competent
witnesses his magnificent pretensions.

What Philip Melancthon was at fifteen, what James
Crichton was at sixteen, Francis Bacon may have been.
All the testimony which his contemporaries afford,
especially having regard to his after life, justify the
assertion that in knowledge and acquirements he was at
least their equal.

About eighteen months later his portrait was painted
by Hilliard, the Court miniature painter, who inscribed
around it, as James Spedding says, the significant
words—the natural ejaculation, we may presume, of the
artist’s own emotion—* Si tabula daretur digna animum
mallem.” If one could only find materials worthy to
paint his mind.
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CHAPTER V.
EARLY COMPOSITIONS.

IT is at this stage that the mystery of Francis Bacon
begins to develop. Every channel through which in-
formation might be expected appears to be blocked.
Besides a few pamphlets, in the production of which
little time would be occupied, there came nothing
from his pen until 1597 when, at the age of 37, the first
edition of the essays was published—only ten short
essays containing less than 6,000 words. In 1605, when
45, he addressed to James I. the “Two Books on the
Advancement of Learning,” containing less than 60,000
words. It would require no effort on Bacon’s part to
write either of these volumes. He could turn out the
““ Two Books of the Advancement of Learning  with the
same facility that a leader writer of the Times would
write his daily articles. He was to all intents and pur-
poses unoccupied. Until 1594 he had not held a brief,
and he never had any practice at the Bar worth con-
sidering. He was a member of Parliament, but the
House seldom sat, and never for long periods. Bacon’s
life is absolutely unaccounted for. It is now proposed,
by the aid of the literature of the period from 1576 to
1620, and with the help of information derived from
his own handwriting, to trace, step by step, the results
of his industry, and to supply the reason for the con-
cealment which he pursued.

There is an entry in the Book of Orders of Gray’s Inn
under date 21st November, 1577, that Anthony and
Francis Bacon (who had been admitted members 27th
June, 1576, <“de societate magistrorum *’) be admitted to
the Grand Company, i.c., to the Degree of Ancients,
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a privilege to which they were entitled as sons
of a judge. From a letter subsequently written
by Burghley, it is known that one Barker was ap-
pointed as their tutor of Law. Apparently it was in-
tended that they should settle down to a course of legal
training, but this plan was abandoned, at any rate, as
far as Francis was concerned. Sir Amias Paulet, who
was Chancellor of the Garter, a Privy Counsellor, and
held in high esteem by the Queen * was about to pro-
ceed to Paris to take the place of Dr. Dale as Ambassa-
dor at the Court of France. Thereis a letter written
from Calais, dated 25th September, 1576, from Sir
Amias to Lord Burghley, in which this paragraph
appears: ‘“My ordinary train is no greater than of
necessity, being augmented by some young gentlemen,
whereof one is Sir Nicholas Throgmorton’s son, who was
recommended to me by her Majesty, and, therefore, I
could not refuse him. The others are so dear to me
and the most part of them of such towardness, as my
good hope of their doing well, and thereafter they will
be able to serve their Prince and country, persuades me
to make so much to excuse my folly as to entreat you to
use your favour in my allowance for my transportations,
my charges being increased by these extraordinary
occasions.”

Francis Bacon was one of this group of young gentle-
men. Rawley states that « after he had passed the circle
of the liberal arts, his father thought fit to frame and
mould him for the arts of state; and for that end sent
him over into France with Sir Amyas Paulet then
employed Ambassador lieger into France.”

There are grounds for believing that Bacon’s literary
activity had commenced before he left England. There
is abundant evidence to prove that it was the custom at
this period for authors who desired to conceal their

© It was to Sir Amias that the custody of Mary Queen of Scots
was committed.
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authorship to substitute for their own names, initials or
the names of others on the title-pages. Two instances
will suffice: “The Arte of English Poesie ” was pub-
lished in 1589, but written several years previously.
The author says :—* I know very many notable Gentle-
men in the Court that have written commendably, and
suppressed it agayne, or els suffred it to be publisht
without their owne names to it as if it were a discredit
for a Gentleman to seeme learned, and to shew him-
self amorous of any learned Art.” There is a bare-
faced avowal of how names were placed on title-pages
in a letter which exists from Henry Cuffe to Mr.
Reynolds. Cuffe, an Oxford scholar of distinction, was
a close companion and confidant of Essex. After the
capture and sacking of Cadiz by Essex and Howard, the
former deemed it important that his version of the affair
should be the first to be published in England. Cuffe,
therefore, started off post haste with the manuscript, but
was taken ill on his arrival at Portsmouth, and could
not proceed. He despatched the manuscript by a
messenger witha letter to ** Good Mr. Reynoldes,” who
was a private Secretary of Essex. He was to cause a
transcript to be made and have it delivered to some
good printer, in good characters and with diligence to
publishit. Reynoldes was to confer with Mr. Greville
(Fulke Greville, afterwards Lord Brooke) “whether he
can be contented to suffer the two first letters of his
name to be used in the inscription.”” ¢ If he be
unwilling,” adds Cuffe, “you may put R.B. which
some no doubt will interprete to be Beale, but it skills
not.”” That this was a common practice is admitted
by those acquainted with Elizabethan literature. If
any of Bacon’s writings were published prior to the trifle
which appeared in 1597 as Essaies, his name was sup-
pressed, and it would be probable some other name
would appear on the title-page. There is a translation
of a classical author, bearing date 1572, which is in



32 THE MYSTERY OF FRANCIS BACON.

the Baconian style, but which need not be claimed for
him without further investigation.

The following suggestion is put forward with all
diffidence, but after long and careful investigation,
Francis Bacon was the author of two books which were
published, one before he left England, and the other
shortly after. The first is a philosophical discourse
entitled “The Anatomie of the Minde.” Newlie made
and set forth by T.R. Imprinted at London by I.C. for
Andrew Maunsell, 1576, 12mo. The dedication is
addressed to Master Christopher Hatton, and the name
of Tho. Rogers is attached to it. There was a Thomas
Rogers who was Chaplain to Archbishop Bancroft, and
the book has been attributed to him, apparently only
because no other of the same name was known.
There was published in 1577 a translation by Rogers
of a Latin book “Of the Ende of the World, etc.” and
there are other translations by him published between
then and 1628, There are several sermons, also, but
the style of these, the matter, and the manner of treat-
ment are quite distinct from those of the book under
consideration.  There is nothing of his which would :
support the assignment to him of “The Anatomie of
the Mind.” It is foreign to his style.

Having regard to the acknowledged custom of the
times of putting names other than the author’s on title-
pages, there is no need for any apology for expressing
doubt as to whether the book has been correctly placed
to the credit of the Bishop Bancroft’s chaplain. In the
address To the Reader the author says: “I dyd once for
my profite in the Universitie, draw into Latin tables,
which since for thy profite (Christian Reader) at the
request of a gentleman of good credite and worship, I
have Englished and published in these two books.”
There is in existence a copy of the book with the
printer’s and other errors corrected in Bacon's own
handwriting.
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Bearing date 1577, imprinted at London for Henri
Cockyn, is an octavo book styled, “ Beautiful Blossoms "
gathered by John Byshop f