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SO M E 

-:ACCOUNT of the LIFE, &c. 

OF 

W IL L. I AM SHAKS P EARE. 

WritteQ by Mr. It 0 W E. 

I T {eems to be a kind of refpeCl: due to the melllory of. 
excellellt men~ efpecially of thofe whom their wit 

~nd learning have made famous, to deliver fO,me Account 
of themfelves, as well as their works, to pofterity. Fo.r.; 
tbis rea(on, how fond dowe fee fome people of difcover
~ng any little perfonal ftoryof the great men of antiquity I 
~beir fam~lies, the' cornmon accidents of their nves, an~ 
even. their 1l1ape, make, and features, bave heed the 
fubjeCl: of ~ritical enquiries. flow trifli,ng foever thi~ 
curiofity may feem to be, it is certainly very natural; 
a~d we are bardly {atisfied with an account of any re
markable perf on., till we have heard him defcribed even 
to the very cloatbs he wears. As for what relates to 
men of letters, the kt:Jowledge of an author may {ome
times conduce to tbe ~et..ter underftanding his book; an4 
tbough the works of Mr. Sbakfpeare may Ceem to many 
':l0~to want a comment, yet I fancy fome l~ttle account 
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4 Some ACCOUNT of the LIFE, &c. 

of the man himfelf may not be·thought improper to ge 
along with them. 

He was the fon of Mr. John Sbakfpeare, and was 
born at Stratford upon Avon,. in Warwickfhire, in April 
1564-. His family, as appears by the Regifter and puh
lick writings relating to that town, were of good figure 
and fafhion tbere, and are mentioned as gentlemen. His 
fatber, who WdS a confideri\ble dealer in wool, had fo 
large a family, ten children in all, that tbough he was 
his eldeft fon; he' could give him no.better education 
than bis own employment. He had bred him, it.is true, 
{or fome time at a free-fcb!)Ol, where, it is 'probable, he 
acquired what Latin he was mafter of: but the nar. 
rownefs of his circumftances, and the want of his af
flftance at home, forced his father to withdraw him from 
thence, and unhappily prevented his further proficiency 
in that language .. It is without controverfy, that. in his 
works w; fcarce find any traces of any thing that looks 

. like an imitation of the· andents. The delicacy of his 
taRe, and the natural bent of his own great genius (equal, 
if not fuperior, to fome of the beft of theirs), would 
certainly have led him to read and ftudy them with fo 
much pleafure, that fome of their fine images would na
turally have infinuated themfelves into, and .been mixed 
with, his own writings; fo that his not copying at leaft 
fomething from them may be an argument of °his never 
having read them. Wbether his ignorance of the an
ci~nts w!!re a difadvantage to him or no, may admit of a 
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of Mr. WILLIAM SHAlCSPEARE. 5 

difpute: for though the knowledge of them might have 
made hi~ more correa, yet it is not improbable but 
that the reguJarityand deference' fot them, which WQuid 
have attended that correanefs, might have reftrained 
rome of that fire, impetuofity, and even beautiful extra
vagance, which we admire in Shakfpeare: and I believe 
we are better pleafed with thofe thoughts,. altogether new 
and uncommon, which hi, own imagination fupplied 

'him fo abundantly with, than if he had given us the 
moll beautiful paa-ages out of tbe Greek and Latin poets, 
and that in the moa agreeable manner tbat it was pof
fible . for a mafter of the EnglUh language to ckliver 
them. . 

Upon his leaving fchool, he feems to have given en
tirely into that way of living which his father propored 
to him; and, in order to fettle in the world after a fa
mily manner, he thought fit to marry while he was yet 
very young. His wife wag the daughter of Qne Hatha
way, faid to have heen a fuMantial yeoman in the 
neighbourhood of Stratford. In thi. kind of fettlement 
he continued f~r fome time, till an ex.travagance that be 
was guilty of forced him both out of hi, country, and 
that way of living which he had taken up; a~d though 
it feemed at firn to be a blemifh upon his good manners, 
and a misfortune to him, yet it afterwards happily proved 
the occafion of exerting one of the greatefl: glniufts tha~ 
ever was known in dramatick poetry. He had by a mif· 
fartune, common eno~gh to young fellows, faUen into ill 

A 3 company • 
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6 Some ACCOUNT of' the LIFE, ,&c. 
company; and, amongft them, {oine tbat made a fre •. 
quent praaice of deer-ftealing engaged bim more than' 
once in robbiRg a park that belonged to Sir Thomas' 
Lucy, of CherJecot, near Stratford. For this he wa~ 
profecuted by that Gentleman, as he thought, {omewhat 
too feverely; and in order to' revenge that ill ufage, he 
made a ball lid upo~ him. And though this, probably 
the lirft effay of his poetry, be loft, yet it is raid to have 
been fo very. bitter, tbat it redoubled the profecution 
againR: him to that degree, that be was obliged to leave 
his bufineCs and family in Warwicldhire for fome time, 
and lhelter himfelf in London. 

It is at this time, and upon this accident, that he i. 
raid to have made his firft acquaintance in the playhoufe. 
He was received into tbe company then in being, at 
firft, in a very mean rank; but· bis admirable wit, and 
the natural turr\ of it to the ftage, roOn diftinguilhed 
him, if not as an extraordidary attor, yet as an excellent 
writer. His name is printed,. as lite cuftom was in thofe 
times, amongft tbdfe of the other players, before fome 
old plays, but without any particular account of what. 
fort of parts he ufed to play; and, though I have en
quired, I could never meet with any furtber account of. 
him this way, than that the top of his performance was 
the Gboft in his own Hamlet. I fhould have been much, 
more pleafed, to have learned, from certain authority, 
which was the firft play he wrote ; ,it would be without 
d~ubt a pleafure to any man, curious in things of this 

. kindJ 



~f Mr. W1LLlAM' SHAKSPEARJ:;. 'J 

kind, .. to fie ancl know what.as the firft eflay of a fancy 
like Shakfpeare's. Perhaps we are not to look for his 
~ginnings, like ~ofe of other authors, among their 
lc;!lft perfeCt writings; art had fo little, and nature bad 
fo large a ihare in ~bat be did, that, for augbt 1 know, 
the perfO{manct$ of his youth, as they were the moft vi
gorous, and had the .,ft fire and ftrengtb of imagination 
in them, were the beft. I would not be thought by this 
to mean, that bis fanc;y ·was. fo loo~e ~d extravagant, II? 
tQ ~ inde~ndent on tbe, rule and government of judg
mcnt-; but that "hat he thought was c~mmonly fo great, 
fo juftly and rightly conceived in ierdf, that it wanted 
little or no correCiion, and was immediately approved 
by all imp~tial judpent !It the firft fight. But tbougb 
the order of time in which tLe feveral pieces were written 
be generally uncertain, ye~ there are pafrages in fome few 
of.tbem which feem to fix their dates. So the ChfJ1'uI at 
the end of the fourth aCt of II,,,,, the Fiftht by a com
pliment very handfomely turned to the earl of Effe~, 
filews the play to have been written. when that lord was 
general for the queen in Ireland: and his elegy upon 
. q~een Elizabeth, and her f,:!ccdfor kin& JameS, ill the 
.latter end of his B,,,r,. th, Eighth. is a prOQf of that 
pl~y's being written after the acce1Iion of the latter of 
thofe two princes to the crown of E;ngland. Whatever 
~e parti~ular ti11lcs of bis writing were, the peoplo of 

l1is •• t who began to grow wonderfully fO,nd of diver .. 
• nons of this ki.nd, could not but be highly pleafed to (ee 
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I Some ACCOUNT of the 'LIFE, ~&t • • 
a gmifls arife from am6ngft tbemof fo pleafilraMe, fo 
rich a vein, and fo plentifully capable of furniihing their 
favourite entertainments. Befides the advantages of hia 
wit, he Was in himfelf a good-natured man, of great 
fweetnefs in his manners, and a nroft agreeable compa-' 
nion; fo that it is no Wonder, if" with fo many good 
qualitiei, he made himfelfacquainted with the bell ,con~ 
verfations of thofe times. Q.!I~n Elizabeth had fcveral 
of his plays aaed before her, and ~ithout doubt gave 
him many gracious marks of her favour: it is that 
maiden prrnccfs plainly, whom he intettds by 

-----A foir 'U!fIIlI, thr,"eJ 6J the w!fl. 
J4!d.fom'tlUt' Night's DrefJlfl. 

And that whoie paRage is a compliment very properly 
brought in, and very handfomely applied to her. Sbe 
was fo well pleafed with that admirable charaCler of Fal
ftaff,' in '!'he Tw() Parts Df Henry F,urth, that 1he com
manded him t~ continue it for O'I'Ie play more, and t9 ihew 
him in love. This is {aid to be the occaflOn of his wei .. 
ting ne M".,., "roes of Windfor. How well1he was 
obeyed, the play itfelf is an admirable proof. Upon this 

• occalion it'may not be improper toobferve, that this part • 
ofFalftafF is faid to have been written originally under the 
~ame ofe O/dcoji/e; fome of that family being then re
maining, the qu~en was plcafed to command him ,td 4l1ioc . . , . 

• See the Epilogue to H.",,, thl Fourth. 
it; 



of Mr. WILLIAM SHAKSPEARE. 9. 

'it; upon which he made uCe of Falfiaff. The prefent 
offence was indeed avoided; but I do not know whethe~ 
the author may not have been fomewhat to blame in hi~ 
recond choice, lince it is certain that Sir John FalftafF, 
~ho was a knight of the garter, and a lieute~ant-general, 
was a name of difiinguilbed merit in the wars inFranc~ 
i~ Henry 'the Fifth's and Henry the Sixth's times. What 
grace roever the queen confe~red upon him, it was no~ 
to her only he owed the fortune which the reputation of 
his wit made. He had the honour to meet with many 
great and uncommon marks of favour and friendlbip from 
the earl of Southampton, famous in the hifto~ies o( thai 
time for his friendfbip to the unfortunat~ earl of ~{fex~ 
It was to th~t noble lord that he dedi~ated his poem of 
Ymus mId Adonis. There is one infiance fo lingu)a~ i" 
the magnificenc~ of this patron of Shakfpeare's, that, if. 
i had not been atrured that die ftory was ha~d~d down 
by Sir Willia~ D' Avenant, wh'o was probably very wel~ 
acquainted with his aB:airs, I fhould not have ventured 
to have inCerted, that my lord Southampton a~one time 
gave him a thouCand pounds, to enable him to go through 
with a purchafe which he heard he had a mind to j a 
bounty very great, and very rare at a~y time,' and almo!t 
equal to' that p~ofuCe generolity the prefent age has fhewI;l 
to French dancers and Itali~n lingers. ' ' •. 
. What particular habitude or friendthips h,e cont~aaed 
~ith private men, I have not been able to learn, more 
t'han that every onr, w~o had a true tafie of merit, and 
:.~. . ' B caul", 
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,0 Some ACCOUNT o( the LIFE, &c • 

. could diL,1:inguifh men, ha.d generally ~ juft value an4 
efteem for him. His exceeding candour and good-~atur~ 
muft certainly have inclined all the gentler pait of tho 
world to love him~ as the power of his wit obliged the 
men of the moft delicate knowledge and polite karning 
to admire him. ' 

, Hi~acquaintance with Ben Jonron begal~ with a re
markable piece of humanity and good~nature. Mr. Jon
(on, who was at that time altogether unknown to,the 
world, had offered one of his plays to the players, in 
order to have it acted; and the perfons into whofe bands 
it was 'put, 'after having turned it carelefsiy and fuper
dlio6~y over, were juft upon returning it to him with 
an ill-natured arirwer, that it would be of no'fervice to 
their company; when Shakfpeare luckily caft his eye 
lIpon it, and fou'nd fomething fo well in it, as to engagl! 
him firftto read it throogh, and afterwards to recommend 
Mr. Jonfon and his writings to the publiek.' JonCon was 
certainly a very good {cholar, and in th~t had the ad. 
vantage of Shakfpeare; though at the fame time, ' I,be
lieve, it 'muft be allowed, that what nature gave die 
latter was more than a balance for what boo~s had given 
the former; and the judgment of a great man upon this' 
occalion was, I think, very juG, and proper. 'In a co~
verfationbetween Sir John Suckling, Sir William 
D' Avenant, Endymion Porter, Mr. Hales of Eton, and 
Ben JonCon; Sir John' Suckling. wh~ was a profeffed 
admirer of Shakfpeare, had undertaken his defence againa 

Be~ 
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of Mr. WILLIAM SHAKSPEARE II 

Ben Jonfon with fome warmth; Mr. Hales, who had 
fat ftiU for fome time, told them, That if Mr. Shfl!t.h,arl 
IHJd ",t r,fld th, fI"c;",ts; h, had /;knvift ",t jMm tm1 
thi"g trIm them; find that if h, Wlu/d prld"" fin, In, ",. 

picl foul; tr'flt,d '" fI", '''' " them, h, WI.ttl "ndn'tflu 
III jhtW flmeth;"g Upl" th, fom, /"bj,ll, fli /tojl fli w,1l 
wr;ttm; hl Shflkfptflrl. 

The latter part of his life s fpent; as all melt of 
good fenre will wjib theirs ma be, in eafe, retirement, 
and the converfation of his fri ·nds. He· had the good 
fortune to gather an elate eq to his occafion; and, in 
that, to his willi; and is raid to have {pent fome ydrl 

before his death at his native tratford. 
He died in the 53d year of his age, ieaving three 

tlaughters, . of which t*o lived to be married; J bdith. 
the elder, to one Mr. Thomas ~iney, by whom file 
had three fons~ who all died without chiidren; and Su
{annah, who was his favourite, to Dr. John HaU, a 
phyfician of goOd reputation in that country. She left 
one child only, a daughter, who was married, firft, to 

Thomas Nafh, Efq. and afterwards to Sir John Bernarll 
~f Abbirlgton, but died likcwife without Hflie. 
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SELECT COLLECTION 
t 

OF 

The BEAUTIES of SHAKSPEARE. 

ADVERSITY. 

SWEET are the uees of adverGty j ' 
' Which, like the toad, ugly and VCDemous, 
Wears yet a precious jewel in its head. 

As tOil Lih It, A. 2. Sc. I. 

ANGER. 

--~Anger is like 
A full hot borCe, who being allowed his way, 
Self-mettle tires him. -

K. Henry YIll. A. I. Se. 2. 

ART 
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BEAUfIES Oit' SH:AkSfBARE~ 

ART A:~D NAT U R E. 

~""~NatuIe made better by tneanil 
'But rnafilitil Khat : (0 Ottil that Ail~ 
Which', you fay, adds to Nature, is an Art 
That Nature makes. You :feeil fweet'maid, we marry 
A 'fCYOilil the wHHBI flock 
:And make conceive a bark of bafer kind 
By buds of nobler race. This is an Art 
WhitH does med Natureil dnange ilather; 

The Art itfelf is N aturt' •. 

n~ Wint~r's Tal" A. 4. SC'l' 

A HO T .Y~ 
. _-0, but man! proud manl 

Drell little autbtrity~, 
Moll lfiliil7lisrant 'S7%hat heil£l 7%;0£1 
His glaffy eff'ence, like an angry ape~ 
Plays fanttUk tricks UUc,re Ueav'n, 
As maUts; the weep cUbo, ·"itU 'uUf ... ~,~~"'. 
Would aU themfelveslaugh mortal. 

Mila/tire Meafit'YI? A. 2. s,'S. 4-',. 

_-Plate fin with gold, 
And tbe ftrong lante of juftice hurtlefs f,reaks; 

Arm rag8.:...c uigmy''S dOth utel'ce 
King Ltflr'; A~ 4. Se. 6. 

BEAUUU. 

-.- ~ 



':f¥ ~~YTI~S C!f SHAK~E4~~., U 

BE AUT Y. 
0, file doth teach, tb.e torches to burn bright r 
Her !le~uty hangs upon the cheek o( night 
~Ute a rich jewe1.in an £thi,p's ear. 

I 1/.'mt~ a"d 'uljtt~ A. I. Se. ~ 

D, L E S, SIN G. 
- __ May he live 

Longer dian I ha,e time to tell bis years r 
, 'Xing Hen'; YlII. A. 2. Se. ~. 

COM PAS S ( 0 N. 
_~Mine enemy's dog~ 

Thougb be had bit me, Ihould ~ave ftoad that night 
Againft my fire. King l,.,., A. 4. See 7 • 

. C 0 ~ SCI ENe E. 
What flroager hreaft.-plate than a ~eart untainted , 
Thrice i,s he a"m'd that hath his quar~J juft: i 
And he but naked, though lock'd ~p in fteel, 
Wbore confcience with injuftice is cqrrupted. 

Ht7Iry rIo Part 1/. A. 3. Sc. 3. 

CON TEN T. 
-_-Verily, 

1 {wear, 'tis better to be lowly born, 
And range with humble livers in content, 
1:'han to be perk'd up in a gliftening grief, 
And wear a golden forrow. ' 

Hen? rIll. A. 2. Sc. 3' 
COUNSEL. 
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16 THE BEAUTIES OF SHAKSPEARE. 

COUNSE 
__ -Men 

Can counfel, and give comfort to that grief 
Which tht;y tht;mfYt;es not hEel, but, tt;Ying it, 
TYeir counief T:nrpoo to which bctnre 
Would give prec:eptial medicine to raye, 
Fetter bong madnefs with a filken tbread, 
CYarm acY with air, acd aynny witY 
~n, No j 'tis all officc tn fpeood pEtiemte 
To thofe that wring under the load of forrow . 
Bnk no man's virtue, nor fumciency, 
To; bE fo when Ye ilkEIl Endcre,' 
The like himf:lf: theo,Jorc gi¥c md no coudd 
My griefs cry louder than advertifement. ' 

Ado abQut Nothi1Z%, A. 5. Sc. I. , , 

DEER WOUNDED. 
To-day my Lord of Amiens, and myfdf, 
Did Ycal Y,::hinh him, he lay rlong 
Uo,de: an nak, whof; cntiqte rozot h"epto out 
Upon the brook that brawls along this tmood 
To ,the which phce a poor fequeftred flag, 
'hhat tho humer\ aim haf ta"'n a burt, 

noomr 1[0 ltngtiih aof, mh lorY, 
The wretched animal heav'd forth fuch floans, 
That their difcharge did flrctch his leathern coat 
,Ylmo,Y to and thtbiy round toa~~ 
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toun'd one anOther down his innocent hore 
In piteous chafe; and-thul the bairy fool, 
Much marked of the' melancl10ly Jill"tI, 
Stoolon tlit extremeft verge of the {wife brobt, 
Augmenting it with tears. 

AI YIU Lilt It. A. 2. Se. I. 

DIS CON TEN T. 

-----But whate'er I am, 
t-lor I, nor any man, that but man is, 
With nothing {hall be pleas'd, till he be eas'. 
With being nothing.---

, King Ricl1llrIII. A. 5. Se. J. 

DO U B T. 
~ The wound of peace is (urety, 

Surety fecure: but modeft doubt is called 
The beacoO pf the wife; the &ent chat fearches 
To th' bottom of the worft. • 

I . 'IrD;/us asiJ CreJiia, A. 3. Se. 3' 

DUE L LIN G. 

Your words have took fuch pains, as if they laboured 
Tp bring manOaugbter into form, fet quarrel1i~g 
Upon the head of Valour; which, indeed, 
Is valour miibegot, and came: into the wor~d 
When rcas and faaions wert ~Qt newly \)orn : , . 

C He'a 
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":18 :T~E :BEAUTIES OF SHAKSi4:ARt. 

Hc's truly valiant, that can wifely {uffer 
The worft that man ca~ breathe, and make his wrongs 
His oudides; to wear them like his raiment carelefsly, 
And ne'er prefer his injuries to his heart, 
To bring it into danger. . 

. If wrongs b~ evils, and e~force us, kill, 
What folly 'tis to hazard life for ill ! 

Timon of ;AtheHr, V' Sc. 5· 

FAIRIES EMPLOYMENT. 

Tjle ~oney-bags {leal from the humble bees, 
And for night-tapers crop their waxen thighs; 

-.And light them at the fiery glow-worm's eyes, 
To have my love to bed and to arife : 
And pluck the wings fr()m painted butterflies, 

. To fan the moon- beams from his fleepin'" eyes: 
j Midjllmmer Night's Dream, A. 3. Sc. I. 

F EAR 0 pO D E A TIR. 

Ar, but to die, and go we know not where; 
To iie in cold obfiruction, and to rot; 
This fenflble warm motion to lrecome 
A kneaded clod; and the delighted {pirit 
To bathe in fiery floods, or to refide 
In thrilling regions of thick-ribbjd ice; 
To be imprifon'd in the viewlefs winds, , 
And blown with reft1efs violence round about 
The pendant wot'M ; or to be worfe thanworfl: 

Of 
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THE BEAUTIES OF SHAI{SP.EARE~ 19-

O£ tbore, that lawlers and incertai-, thoughts 
l~agine howliqg : !tis ~ horrible I -
The wcaridi and moll loathed worldly life, 
That age, acb, penury, imprifoli!llent 
Can lay on nature, is a 'pa~ife ' 
To what we fear of death. 

M,Il!ur, for MU/,IrI, A. 3. Sc~ I. 

FOR.T~TUI>E. 

--Fortune's blows 
Wbep ~ol! ~{uc\t~gme, bei~g gentle~wounded, crave 
}.. noble cunning. C(Jr~(Jlanul, A.4. Se. I. 

l dare do all that may become a man i 
\Vho dares do more, is none. ' 

Mllcblth, A .. ~. S~. 7~ 

FOR. TUNE. 
Will Fortune never come with both hand~ full, 
But write her fair words ftill in fouleft letters p' 
She either gives a ftomach and no.food ; 
Such are the poor in health: or elfe a fealt, 

, ' ~ 

And takes away the ftomach ; ruch the rich 
That have abundance, and enjoy it n~t., 
, H,,,,., IY. Part II.A. 4. S~. "., 

.FUNERAL ORATION. 
_-With faireft: flowers, 

Whilft: (ummer laft:s, and I live here, FilMI, 
.' , "e 2, • I'll 

.I !", 
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... T.m UA1)'t'"I!S v SffAItSPl-AU. 

I'll fwctten cby 6Kl ~, __ thai! nO't lack 

The SO'wer ~_'8 Jiqthy fa~, pale prirnrO'fe, no~ 
The azure _ bell, like tby veins, nO' not , 

The leaf of Eglantine, W~fnD 'apt to' Qander, 
Out-fweeten'd not thy brea,h: the ruddock w.,u14 

. With chltritable bill, (0 bill (ore fuaming 
Tho(e rich.left heirs, that let their fathers lie 
Without a mOA,ument !) bring thee all tllis ; 
Yea, and furt'd mofs befides, when ftowers ~r~ ~o~c:! 
To wintel'-grOQ~d thy corfe. 

e,m/It/ifu, ~. 4. Sc:. 2. 

G 0 ~ p~ 

_--'Tis gold 
Which buys ad~ittance~ oft it doth; yea, makes 
piana's rangers, falfe themfelves, yield up 
Their deer to ,tb' ftand 0' thO. ftealer: and 'tis gold, 
W.}lic:h makes the true man kill'd, and {aves the ~ef\ 
Nay, f~D1etimes, hangs both t~ief and trueman~ What 
Can it ~ot dO'. and "pdo t. C}m/Jlunl, A. 2. 5t ..... 

G RiA T N E S S. 
'. . '. ,. 

'Tis certain, Greatne(s once faWn out with F O'rtuJle~. 
Muft fan out witb men too ~ What the decline is, 
He than as foon read in fhe eyes of others, 
As feel in bis own fall; for men, like butterflies, 
Shew not tbeir mealy wings but to' the furnmer j 

And ,not a man, fO'r being fuuply maa, 
Hath 

• Digitized by Goog I e 



T. BIAUT12S (g SHA~SPBAQe ~.~ 

Hath any,honour, We ~9Ur by ~bo(e hGaolUS 
. Tbat '" withololt him., as "afe, rith... f,your, 
Prizes of accident as oft: as merit, , -
~hicbt when thpy faU, (as beina,ft.ipp'ry ,iandcrs) 

, Th~ love that le~'d Qn ~II\J __ lJipp'ry loa, 

Dot" ODe pluck,down ~hert and togetlatr: 
pie in the faU. C£roiWs _ Cr~. A •• Se. ,. 

H. U MAN L I F E. 

The web of Our life is 9f a lDingled yarn, good an. 
ill together i' our, virtues w~uld be prolld, if ollr'faultt 
w~ipt ,them not; and our 'crimes w9Ultl dc(aait. if tlie, 
Wel'f; pot clrcrifu'd by our virt~es. ' 
. " Alr, IPiII that Ends ~IJ, A. 4. Sc. 3. 

. . . .. . 

H Y POe R 1 S y. , 
~.......,......rQ beguile _ time, 

~k li~ the time; bear welc;o .. e in yOlK ere. 
Your h~d. YQur ~oQgu.e: 109k li~ &be iAnoc:eat 

flower, ' .. 

But be the ferpent under it. /4ad1tb, A. I. Sc. s.-

I MAG I NAT ION. 

Thelunatic~ the lover, an~ die poet,. 
, Are of imagination all compaFt: 

One fees more delills than vail hell can holel i 
The madman: while the loyer, all 'as frantic, 
Sees Htlen's beauty in a brow of Emt. 

The 
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~~; THE-BEAUTIES OF SHAKSPEARE. 

The poet's eye, in a fine frenty rolling, 
UOth;gtaace' {rbot beDtm to earth, from earth- to 

beaven: ., h " 

And', as imagination bodies forth ' 
The fOrmS of t'bings uniriown, the poet's' pen 
Turn$ them to ibape;' arid gives to al;, not'hing" 

• ./It-. " ~ \ 1. 

. ~ A local habitation and 'a name. - , , 
.A MtdjUlnmfr Night's Dreom, A. s. SC. I. 

-: , • ... J-. ' 

~ 1, ~ G R A.. T ,I T U D E. 
• 'Ah I when the mtans are gone, that' buy this praiCe, 
l The breath is gone whe~e6f this praife is made. • 

. . f'imon sf Athen;, 'A: 2~ Sc~ 2, 
" ,\ , ~',' 1 

IN T E G R I T Y. 

There is a kiAd of-cbar;ae~ i~ thy life, 
That tG1th"obferVer dotb'tli(hiftory . 

.. Fully unfGld: thyCelfand thy 'belongings 
: ~ Are;not·thin~ own fo proper~ ;as to wafte 

Thyfelfupon thy virtues; they on thee. 
l Hi!avln foth 'with us, as 'we' with torches do, 

Not light t~em for th~p1G:lves : (or if eur virtu~ 
... ' : J t . . .• 

,Did not gO 'fOrth of us; 'twere all alike 
As if we had'them not. Spirits are'not finelytoucb'd, 
But to fine ifTues: nof Nature nn.er lends ' 
The 'fm~lIeR: fcruple of her e~eellence, 
)Jut, like a thrifty goeldefs, ihe determines, 

l:Jerfel( 
~ . ,~ .. 
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!'kE BEItUTIF,f, 01', SHltKSPEAR E. ) .. 3 

Herfel f the glory df a treditof, 
Both thanks and ure. 

lC i ~ (; S. 

~F or within the hollow crown, 

that rounds the mortal temples of a king, 
Keeps Death his court I and there the antic fits 
Scoffing his ftatel and grinning at his pomp J ' 

Allowing him a breath, a little fcene 
to monarchize, be fear'd, and kill with looks ; 
Infufing him with {elf and vain conceit, 
As if this Beth, which wails about our life, 
Were brafs impregnable:' and, humour'd thus, 
Comes at the laft, and with a little pin 
Bores through his came-walls, 'and-farewell king I 

Richard II., A. 3. Sc. 2. 

~~ The ceafe of majefty 
Dies hot alone; but, like a gulf, doth draw 
\Vhat's near it with it': it is a malfy wheel 
Fix'd on the fum mit of the higheft mount, , 
To whofe huge fpokes ten thoutand lelfer things 
Are mortis'd arid adjoin'd; which, when it fal1s, 
Each rntall annexntent, petty c()nfequence, 

.' Attends the boil1:erous ruin. Never alone 

Did the king figh, but witli a general groan. 
. Hamul, A. 2. Sc. 3. 

"I '. LABOUR. 

---... -.-....-- .. --'''l-

F-"- ' ..... .:: .. 
J 



1+ . TRia 8EAUTIRS Ott SHA&SnAU. 

LAB 0 t1 R. 

-~Weaiine(s 

Can (nore upon the flint, when refty Ooth 
Finds the down pillow hard. 

Cytnbtli7ll, A. 3. Sc. 7. 

L 0 V E. 

-..:.-- - 0 that her hand ! 
In v/hofe comparifon all whites fre ink, 
\Vriting their own reproach; to whofe foft (eiture 
Tbe cygnet's dow~ is hadh, and fpirit of fenfe 
Hard as the palm of ploughman' 

TrDilus and Grtj[vla, A. I. Se. I. 

MIS T R. E S S. 

-.....-Sbe is my own ; 
And 1 as ric:'b in baving {ucb a jewel, 

- As twenty feas; if all their fand were pearl, 
The water neaar, and the rocks pure gold. 

er"t cr wo Gtntltmtn of YtrDna, A. 2. Se ..... 

MOONLIGHT. 

Sit, Jtjf;ea: look how the Boor of' heaven 
Is thick inlaid with patterns of bright gold! 
There's not the {malleft orb, which thou behold'!, 
But in his motion like an angel fings, 
'till quiring to the young-eyed cberubims • 
Such harmony is in immortal r~ncl. r 

-,. ~ 
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THB BEAUTIES 0' SHAKSPEA&E, ~ 

B~t whili thia muddy vcfture of decay 
Doth groCal, cloCe us in, we cannot hear it. 

n, M,,-,hat "rill;", A. 5. Se. I. 

Moa TALITY. 

----All the world's a ftage, 
And all the men and women merely piayen; 
They have their exits and their entrances ; 
And one man iii hia time plays many partS; 

His aas being feven ages. At firft the infant, 
Mewling and puking in the nunc's arms: 
And then the whining Cehool-boy with his Catchel. 
And {hining morning face, creeping like Cnail 
Unwillingly to Ccbool. Aftd then tbe lover, 
Sighing like furnace, with a woeful ballad 
Made. to his miftre.fs' eye-brow. Then a foldiei' J 
Full of ftrange oaths, and bearded like tbe pard, 
Jealous in bonour, fudden atid quick in qUatrel; 
Seeking the bubble reputation, 
Even,in the tannon's mouth. Arid theft the juftice 
In fair rOund bellt, witli good capon lin'd, 
Witli eyes fevere, and beard of formal cutj 
Full of wife faws and modern intiances ; 
And Co he plays his part. The fixth age fbifta 
Into the lean and Aipper'd pantaJoonf 
With Cpeaades on nafe, and pouch on fide; 
His youthful hafe well 'Cav'd, a world too wide 
for bis fhruDk &ant i and bis big liIaaly v~ 
. D Turnma 



Turning _gaitl wwar.d chit'. Cl'eb1e, pipes 
'And whJtUes ia ilia !OUI,ld. Laft ~ne of aU, 
That cads this arangc .eYClltf .. l biRory, , 
Is fecond childifhncfs, and mere oblivion, 
Sans teeth, .fans cre&, fannefte, (ans every thing. 

,4,. 1';" 'i6# ~ A. 2. Sc. 5. 

MUSIC. 

I'm never merry, .,:hen I hear {"eet mafic. 
The reafon is, )'0111" {pirit,., are attentive , 
,For do but PGlte a wild aad wanton herd. 
(.h rac:e of. youthful and uahandled cplu, 
Fetching mad bpy,MS, &ellGw;ng ~4 neighing loud, 
(Wllicb i. the bpt ~dition of their olood) 
If the, ,perdlance hilt .r .a ttucapet found, 
Or any air ,of muUe touch fheir 11.,8, 
Yau I,h,ll pereeiH them make. IPUtual «aad ; 

, Their favage oyes .rn'd to a taOCiet gaze, 
By the fweet pow~ of mu4ic. Theref.,re the ppet 
)lid feign tbatQrphns, dr.w~, lones. a"cl400ds i 
Since IIPllgm (0 ftcx:kilb, hard, and fuU of nat, 
But DlIJfJc fQr ~. time doth ~ha.oge his nature. 
The man ~t hath DO mufic 1n bimfeJf, ' 
'Nor ill ~ .~,'d with ~neord of i'weet {ou~., 

, }s fit for tr~!U9ns, ftratal"'" ... 4 {poils; 
Tbe -.oti8I1S.of bis {pira "'" illIll as niaht, 
And Ilia dcaien. d ... k ,8 Ert~.s: 
1M ao fIIu qaaplM u4Jl4led. • 

fi, M,rvhll1lt of rill;", A. 5. Sc. J. 
. 1£ 

• 
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TIM BMlJTlES O~ -SHAI{SPJ:'AIt.L ., 

If mufic be .. fooII of _~ play CD;-

Give: ... eaceia ef it; th~ iadsitin.-
'The appetite 1118)' ficbn, aact: {u die. 
That ftrain again i-it had a dying fall: 
0, i~ came o'er my ear, like the (weec foutb, 
That breathes upon a "ank- of violett, 
Stealing, and giving odoW' I 

'jflll!{tll Nipt, A.. I. k. J. 

NEW S - TEL L E R S. 

I faw a fmith iand with his hammer, thus, . 
The whila hi. iron did on the anvil ~ _ 

~ith open mouth fwalfowiol a ."lcw'a OPIIl;' 

Who, with tJis ibcara and maWr. ia bia ~ 
Sca~ing OD 6ip~rs, whick his nimble hafte 
JIad falfely thruft upon contrary feet, 
Told ofa many thoufand warlike F""",,, 
nat were embattled and rank'd in X_ 

-~r lean unwal!'d artificer 
-C ... oJf bi.s tal .. and 1alk, of ~s deMb. 

-¥.i""""" A. ... St. I. 

o P P 0 R TUN I T Y. 

There ia a tide in the affairs of men, 
Which;taten at the Seed, feads on to fortune; 
Omitted, all the Vb,.. of tbei ... lifct 
18 bouM .. QaIlows, ant ia la_itt. 

0. 

_ 
... ~ ... __ ... ....A ..... ~ •• 
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28 THB BEAUTIES OF SHAKWEARE. 

On {uch afulf rea are we now a8oat;, ' 
And we Dlufi: take the; cum;nt when it (erves, 

Or lore o~ ventwes. JuliuI ~"/ar, ,~~ + Se. 3-

o L P ~ q f:. 
-It is as common to Old Age 

To caft beyond itfe}f in its opiniops,j 
I . 

As it is cOIDQlon for tbe younger fort 

To lack diCcretion. Hamid, A. 2. Se. I. 
1 . .' • , . 

. P Jt P ~ ~. 

--0, when degree is {bak~d, 
Which is the ladder to all high deftgns, 

The enterprize is fick I~ 
,. . 7'r,UuI aM Crtjfida, A. I. S~. 3-

. . 
PER S EVE RAN C E. 

For Time is like a fa{bionable hoft, . 
That flightly {bakes'his parting guell by the hand, 
And 'with his imns outftrefch!d as 'he would 8y; 
OraCps in the COPler: We/come ever {miles, . 
And FarNell goes out fighin~. .' 
, ", .. 'r~D;/~I Q~j CrejJli,a, A. 3. s~. ~. 

PEaS P N A J., V n~ T p E~ 
~ That is honour's fcom, ,. 

Which challenges itfelf as honour!s born. 
And is not like the fire. Honours beft tbrif~' . . ... .. ~'... " ~ , When 

~ . I: 
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THE. BEAUTIES 0"1 SHAXSPEARE. 31. 

When rather from our aa. we them derive, 
Than·our fore-goers: the mere word. a 4a", 
Debauch!d on every tomb, on every grave; 
A lying' trophy i arid u oft is dumb, 
W~ere duft and dainn'd oblivion is the tomb 
Of honour'd bones, indeed.· 

~r s ~II t~1It Endl Win, A. 2. Se. 3. 

PREPARATION FOil D~ATH. 

-Reafon thus with life: 
J do .loCe thee, 1 do lofe a tbing 

That none but fools would keep. A breath thou ut, 
Servile ·tQ all the ikiey in8u~nces . 

Tha~ dQ this habitation, )Vhere thou keep~tl, 
Hourly aiIliEt : . merely thou art death's fool J 

For bim thou labour'ft hy thy flight to ibun, 
,And yct.run~ft to~'rd him Rill. Thou art not noble; 
For all th' accommodations that thou bear'Jt, 

Arc nurs'd by ba~neCs; tb~u'rt by no means valiant~ 
For thou doft fear the foft and tender forlc 
Of a p~r w~rm. Thy beft of r~ft is R~p, 
And that thou oft provok'ft; yet grofty fear'ft 
Thy death, ~hic;his nQ dlpre. Tbou'rt not tbyfelf; 
For thou e:J.:Ift'ft on many a thoufand grains, 
That.ifi'ae ()ut of duft •. ijappy thou art not i 

For w~at· tbou haft not, ftill tbou ftriv'ft to get; 
And what t~olJ hafl forgefft. Thou art not certain. 

f.~r thy com~lexion lhifts to Grange eireas 
. . '. . After 

Digitized by Goog I e 



After the nioon. . If thou art rich;' thou'rt poor.
For,' like an af,., whofe' back: with iagoll bow., . 
Thou; bc~'ft ~hy heavy riches but a journey, 
And death Fliend bait 
for thy OWkl 

The mere 
Do CQrfe thsc 
For ending 

nor age; 

proper loins, 
. and the rh,u4Ck~ 

Thou haft 

But as it were an after-dinnClf's fieep, . 
Dreaming on both; for all- thy bldfed youth· 

~mes as aged, and dotb beg tbe alms 
Of paUied Eld; and when thou'rt oli and rich,. 
Thou haR: ~aion, limb, 
To make What'sye$: 

life? yet in this 

"'~"","',, hscaths; yet death 
aU even. 

MIII/llr, for Afeafrwl, . A. 3. Sc. (, 

PRODIGIES RID ICULED. 

-The. earth Ihook to fcc. t~e heay'iIs a. ~ 
A.M not m %1atlVlty. . 

Difeafed breaks form 

In fl:range ""-" ,-"'-'''''' 
18 with a kiad 

l'r the 

the teeming 
pinch'd and VCJJl:1 

gg4Ckuly win. 

-- -;·~·"Digit1zad b 
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· Tu BEAUTIES or SHAItSPEAII. 3' 

Within her womlt; wbiell, .for enlargement ftriving, 
Shakes the old beldam Earth, and topples dowA 
High tow'r~ and mo(s- grown fteeples. 

lIn,.,IY. Part I. A. 3. Se. I. 

I. E SOL UTI 0 N. 

-----Dar'ft thou die 1 
The (enCe of death is moft in apprehenfion ; 
And the poor' beetle, tqat we tread upon, 
In eorp~ral (ufFeranee fincll a pang as great 
As when a giant dies. 

~llJfur, for M,pfur" A. 3. Se. I. 

RESPECT OF TRB WORLD. 

You have too mu.;h rerpea upon the worlll : 
They loCe it, that do buy it with much care. 

n, Mn-cha"t of YI";,,, A. J; Sc~ 2. 

R H Y MER S. 

thad ... tbcr be a kittm, and cry .lntfP I 
Than one of there Came metre ballad-mongers •• 
I'd rather bear a brazen c;mdlefiick turn'd, 
Or a dry wheel gra~e OD the axletree; 
And that wou'dnothing fet my teeth on edge, 
Nothing fo much as minc:ing poetry.: 
'Ti, like the forc'd gait of a ihuiBing nag. 

lin" [Yo Part I. A. 3' Se. I. 

RUMOUR • 

.. 



32 .~JiEBEAUTIES OF SHAKSPEARE. 

R U 'M 0 ti R~ 
__ Rumour is a Pipe, 

Blown by- furmifes, jealoufies, conjeaures; 
And of fo eafy and fo plain a liop, 
That the blunt monlier, ,with uncounted headS', 
The liill d~fcordant wavering multitude, 
Can play upon it. ' 

Henry lY. Part 11. A. I. Se. 2. 

S EL F-I N T ERE ST. 

_Rounded in t}le ear, ' 
With that fame purpafe-changer, that lly devil, 
That broker, that ftillbreaks the pate of Faith, 
That ~aily break-vow; he that wins of aU; . 
Of kings, of beggars, old' men, young men, ntaids, 
Who having no external thing to lofe . 

, But the word Maid, cheats the poor maid of that j 
'rhat fmooth-fac'd g!!ntleman" tickling commodity, 
Commodity, the biafs of the World, 
The world, which of itfelf is poifed well, , . t 
Made to run even, ~pon-even -ground: 
'Till this advantage, this vile drawing biafs; 
This fway of motion, this commodity, 
Makes it take head from all indilFereney, 
From all dircG\ioA, purpofe, courfe, intent. 

King John, A-. 2. Se. 6. 

SLANDER. 
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~LANJ,)ER. 

- For haply lIander. 
Whole whifper o'er the world'. diameter 
As level as the eanrion tC) his blank 
Tran(ports hi, pbifon'd fhot.-

Hamltt, A.4. St. 1'. 

S LEE P. 

--- "., II The innocttlt fl«!t; J 

Sleep that knit. up the ravell'd fieeve of care, 
The death of each day's life, fore labour's bath, 
Balm of hurt minds, grttt mtturc's fecond courfe, 
Chief IMJUiHher· 1ft Jift's feaft. . r • " 

Miiejtlh, A. fA. SC. 2. 

Why rather, Sleep, Jy'ft tho!! in (rnoalty cribllot 

Upon uneaCy pallets firett::hing thee, 
. And hulht with buzzing night-Rin to tby fiu.r, 

Than in the perfum'd cham~rs of the great, 
Under the canopies of cofi,y frate, 

And lull'd with fOllnds of fweeteft melody' 

- King Henr,IY. A. l' Sc. t. 

SPECULATIOjN AND PRACTICE • 

. The brain may deviCe laws for the blood, but a hot 
temper leaps o'er. a cold decree; fuch a hare is MadDers 
the youth, to ficip o'er the mellies of Good Coun(el the 
a:ipple ! Yhr M"cIHI"t Df Y,n;ce, A. r. Sc. 2. 

E STREA~. 

Digitized by Goog I e 



34 THE BEAUTIES OF SHAKSP!ARE. 

S T REA M. 

The current that with gentle murmur glides, 
. Thou know'ft, being ftopp'd, impatiently doth rage:' 
But when his fair courfe is not hindered, 
He makes fweet mufick with th' enamel'd Hones, 
Giving a gentle kifs to every fedge . 
He overtaketb in his pilgrimage; 
And fo bv many' winding nooks be fhays, 
With. wiUipg fport, to. the wild ocean. 

20, Y"'Z4(o Gent/.e(nen. oj Yeronq, -A. ~. Se. 7. 

~ T 11 P Y. 

Study is like the heaven's glCH'ious full, 
'Fhatwill not be deep fearch'd with fawey looks; 

Small have continual plodders ever won, 
Save bafeauthQrity, from other books. 

Thefe earthly gqdfathers of heaven's lights, 
That give a name to every fixed fiar, 

Have no more profit of their fhining nights~ 
Than thore that walk, and wot not what tliey are. 

• 

.' . LfJ'lJls Labour LojI, A. I."SC. I. 

SUP E R F, LUI T Y. 

, --Take phyfit:, Pomp; 
. EipOfe thyfelf to feel what 'wretches feel,' 
Tbat thou may"ft ihake the fuperflux to tbem~ 
~nd ihew t~e heav'ns ~ore jufi.' . 

If.inz Lear, A. 3. SC:·4· 
WARRIO~. 
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I Caw young Har,., with his beaver on~ 
HiiE &;;uifi:es hiz; thihbs~ .amB'd~ 

Rif&;; fr(&;;1t1 th&;; groond lik&;; fez;ther'd Mtrc&;;'1 I 
. And vaulted with fucJi eafe into his fear~ 
As if an angel dropt down from the cloud", 

I:f~:;:&;;;;f w~!r~d WitbP:!t.:§~brriEman{hid~ 
H",,., JY. Part I. A ..... Sc. 2. 

diieodattiE's fi,,;/inzf domn fh27 :R;oer Sydnus. 

'--~For her own }&;;iErfong 

It beggarjd all defcription: Ole did lie 
Id der pavilion (iEloth of golf, of tia-iBiE) 

thiEt wdiEre me f27e 
Th&;; fa&;;&;;y &;;utwork Nature' Oil' each fide her 

1 Stood pretty dimpled boys, like fmiling Cupids, 
With fiverf&;;7cBzl&;;ur~d (27gs; &;;choliE wLzld fid neent 
T,&;; gloB&;; th&;; delicat&;; chiE&;;ks td&;;y fid {{&;;'Olt 
ABid what they undid,-did. 

Antlny and Chopatra, A. 2. Sc. 2. 

HENR Y V~ CHARACTER~ 

--When he fpeaks, 
.~~ The aIr, a charter'd libertine, is dill i 
" ~:l ;::1' ~i!r(~!!:::~ bnnef'di~272hteBKe;:rs, 

King Hmry Po A. I. Sc. I. 
E ~ MACBETH's 

, 
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MAI;'1>Ta'S :CHua' Oil OJtACE. 

-Now gmltJ digeft'ion'wait Oft lIpp.etitc, 
. And heihh gn both! '}4adllth, A. 3" k. 4-

Give you a r~afop 'on co~plllfiqnl If r«;~i<?nswqe as 

plenty as b!ack-berries, 1 w0!11d l!Q~: ¥iiv~ ,Y,9!l ~ !~afon 
upon compullion-! ! ," " , " 

F A~ST All I . IjI Pqrt of King 1!l!l'1,IY, ~. ~. &c. +' 
. . 

. . ~ - . 
. '. W' A R w~ I C K. 

Ther~ ,8 II ~j6orl in alJ lPeJl'lIli.y~, 
Figuring the nature of tIle tiqles deceas'd , 

The which o~ferv'!1,' a man may propbefy, 
With a pear ,ai~b pf th~ mllin ch!lnce of thill$s, 
As yet Dot~~~e to ~ife, whic~ in their f~s " 
A~d ~c:alc be~i~n~ng3 lie iI).tr~afured. 

Kivg Ben7 I~ A. ~. S~. I. 

f( I NOH R N It Y. 

E~ery (ubjeCl:'s duty i& tbe I\iJ:l~'~,bu.t evert fubjea's 
foul ~ his 9wn. . -:r~~fore fhpuld every foldier in the 
wars do as every lick miln in his bed, waib every moth 
out Qf his tCgAfci~.I)~~ i l1pd dY,in&' {ft, ~~~ is to him 
advantage'; or ~~t. dy~~g, ,~h,~' !im~ .;ya~· 'bleircdly loft-. 
wherein fuch ,pn:parjltion wa~ ~lliped ': and, i~ ~~~.ahat 
e(capes, it wefe not lin t9 'thi~k~ tbat makip,S qpd fca 
free an offer~ he let ltiro outl\V~ th~t ~ay td ~e ~js Ft
nefs, and ~ t~ac;:h otJtcrs bow they ihould prepare; 

. . Kinl Q.~,., Y. A. 4. Sc. 5-
~. HAMLET •. 

" .. 
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THE BEAUTIES OF SHAKSPEARE. 31 

II A ·M J., E T. 
Ham. Has tl1ia fellQW no feeling of his bufinefs, that 

he fings at grave-making I 
HQr. Cullom ~th made it to hinta property of eafmef,. ' 

Ham. 'Ti.J e'en fOe The JiJllcJ qf Ijttle employment 
hath the daintier fenCe. 

I AGO. 
Good name in man and woman, dear my lord, is the 

tmmediate jewel of their fouls. . 
. Othe/u, A. 3. Se. 3. 

MIRANDA. 

Alas, now, pray you, 
Work not.fo hard; I would the Iightnin~ had 
Burnt up thofe logs, that you are enjoin'd to pile: 
Pray, fet it down and reft you; when this burns, 
'Twill weep for having wearied you. 

T nnp!fl, A. 3: Se. I~ 

__ _ [)jgjti ~ed by Coogle 




