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No. That wouldn’t do at all. He looked at the brook again, and began to suspect that there 
might be nobody to explain to. Swinging out the cylinder of his Colt, he replaced the fired round. 
Then he decided to junk the regulation about carrying the hammer on an empty chamber, and put 
in another one.�
�
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“We owe most of all to Dram.” Old Xentos’s face lit with a calm joy. “And Galzar 
Wolfhead, of course,” he added. “It is a sign that the gods will not turn their backs upon 
Hostigos. This stranger, whoever he may be, was sent by the gods to be our aid.”�
�
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“A lateral shift in time, and a race of lateral time travelers,” the Chief said. “Why, that’s the 
Paratime Secret itself!”�
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Yes, and that rankled, too. The priests of Dralm would help, all right. “Good enough. He can 
talk to people who can get inside, can’t he? And he can send messages, and organize an 
espionage apparatus. I want to know everything that can be found out about Tarr-Dombra, no 
matter how trivial. Particularly, I want to know the guard-routine, and I want to know how the 
castle is supplied. And I want it observed at all times. Harmakros, you find men to do that. I take 
it we can’t storm the place. Then we’ll have to get in by trickery.”�
�
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He wouldn’t be bored waiting. First Level people never were. He had too many interesting 
things in his memory, all of which were available to total recall.�
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He watched the servant carry the bundle out. There goes Corporal Calvin Morrison, he 
thought. Long live Lord Kalvan of Hostigos.�
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Or could there be other worlds? The idea had occurred to him, now and then, as an idle 
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“If he’s doing what I told him to he is.” There was an outcry; even Harmakros stared at him 

in surprise. “If Gormoth starts making his own fireseed, Styphon’s House will find it out, and 



you know what’ll happen then. That’s why I was wondering who’d be able to use those 
mercenaries against whom. That’s another thing. We can’t be bothered with Nostori prisoners, 
but take all the mercenaries who’ll surrender. We’ll need them when Sarrask’s turn comes up.”�
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“Up here.” He twisted the dial; the map slid down until he had the Southern corner of the 
Princedom of Nyklos, north and west of Hostigos. “About here,” he said, making a spot of light��
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“Not even the Paratime Secret?” Dalla asked innocently. “Oh, Dalla!” the University man 
cried. “You know that’s different. You can’t compare that with a trick like mixing saltpeter and 
charcoal and sulfur.”�
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As though the decision hadn’t been made already, here in Princess Rylla’s smoke-filled 
boudoir. Real democracy, this was. Just like Pennsylvania.�
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Harmakros’ motion was also carried unanimously. The organization steamroller ran up the 
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Harmakros pointed on the map—beyond Esdreth Gap, on the main road to Sask Town. There 

was a larger town, Gour, a little beyond. Kalvan pulled on his quilted coif and fastened the 
throat-guard; while he was settling his helmet on his head, somebody had gone to the door and 
was bawling into the dripping night for horses���
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