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1945 - Future O A Ruined Ger many
FUTURE OF A RUI NED GERMANY (1945)

As the advance into Germany continues and nore and nore of the
devast ati on wought by the Allied bonbing planes is laid bare, there are
three comments that al nbst every observer finds hinself making. The first
is: 'The people at hone have no conception of this.' The second is, 'It's
a mracle that they' ve gone on fighting.' And the third is, 'Just think
of the work of building this all up again!

It is quite true that the scale of the Allied blitzing of Germany is even
now not realised in this country, and its share in the breaking-down of
German resistance is probably nuch underrated. It is difficult to give
actuality to reports of air warfare and the man in the street can be
forgiven if he imgines that what we have done to Germany over the past
four years is nerely the sane kind of thing they did to us in 1940.

But this error, which nust be even commoner in the United States, has in
it a potential danger, and the nmany protests against indiscrininate
bonbi ng which have been uttered by pacifists and humanitarians have
nerely confused the issue

Bonbing is not especially inhumane. War itself is inhumane and the
bonbi ng pl ane, which is used to paralyse industry and transport, is a
relatively civilised weapon. 'Normal' or 'legitimate' warfare is just as
destructive of inaninate objects and enornously so of human lives.

Moreover, a bonmb kills a casual cross-section of the popul ation, whereas
the men killed in battle are exactly the ones that the comunity can

| east afford to | ose. The people of Britain have never felt easy about

t he bonbing of civilians and no doubt they will be ready enough to pity
the Germans as soon as they have definitely defeated them but what they
still have not grasped---thanks to their own conparative i munity---is
the frightful destructiveness of nodern war and the |ong period of

i mpoveri shnent that now |ies ahead of the world as a whol e.

To wal k through the ruined cities of Germany is to feel an actual doubt
about the continuity of civilisation. For one has to remenber that it is
not only Germany that has been blitzed. The sane desol ati on extends, at
any rate in considerable patches, all the way from Brussels to
Stalingrad. And where there has been ground fighting, the destruction is
even nore thorough. In the 300 nmles or so between the Marne and the
Rhine there is not such a thing as a bridge or a viaduct that has not
been bl own up.

Even in Engl and we are aware that we need three nmillion houses, and that
the chances of getting themw thin neasurable tine seemrather slender.
But how many houses will Germany need, or Poland or the USSR, or Italy?

When one thinks of the stupendous task of rebuil ding hundreds of European
cities, one realises that a |l ong period nust el apse before even the
standards of living of 1939 can be re-established

We do not yet know the full extent of the damage that has been done to
Germany but judging fromthe areas that have been overrun hitherto, it is
difficult to believe in the power of the Germans to pay any ki nd of
reparations, either in goods or in labour. Sinmply to re-house the Gernman
people, to set the shattered factories working, and to keep German
agriculture fromcollapsing after the foreign workers have been
liberated, will use up all the | abour that the Germans are likely to

di spose of .

If, as is planned, nillions of themare to be deported for reconstruction
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work, the recovery of Germany itself will be all the slower. After the
last war, the inpossibility of obtaining substantial noney reparations
was finally grasped, but it was |less generally realised that the
i mpoveri shnent of any one country reacts unfavourably on the world as a
whol e. It would be no advantage to turn Germany into a kind of rura
sl um
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