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Book Report: Tuesdays with Morrie

By Mitch Albom 

1. Tuesdays with Morrie by Mitch Albom is 192 pages long.

2. The setting was in Massachusetts in the year 1994 (during O.J. Simpson trial) and the   story took us through the beautiful springs days to the cooler, but still colorful, days of fall.   
3. This story was told through the experiences of its author so it was first person.  “I came to love the way Morrie lit up when I entered the room.” is a sentence from the story.

4. This story was about an old man, a young man, and life’s greatest lesson.  A student from Brandeis University, Mitch, has a very strong relationship with his professor, Morrie, but when he graduates he forgets all of the great lessons he learns.  Years later Mitch is a successful sports writer living the average American life when he learns his old college professor, Morrie, has a fatal disease, so Mitch goes back to him.  Mitch and Morrie rekindle there old relationship and Mitch gets taught life’s greatest lessons for the last time.

5. The main characters in this story are Mitch Albom and Morrie Schwartz.  Mitch is a white male whose life is all caught up in material things.  As the story goes on his personality becomes very caring and he helps his dying friend as much as he can.  Mitch is a nice guy who you wouldn’t mind having as a friend.  Morrie is an old white man with a weak and fragile body.  To me he is a lot like Jesus.  He isn’t perfect but he sees life with such a positive attitude and can love anybody no matter who they are. Morrie is the kind of guy who could go to church, hear the characteristics of a Christian, and truthfully say he is almost everything that was said.
6. Throughout the whole story Morrie is dying and getting weaker, but Mitch is getting stronger from Morrie’s knowledge.  The climax is when Morrie finally dies near the end of the story.  There isn’t a scene for the climax, but the scene right before the climax is just as important. Mitch comes to Morrie’s house very observant, noticing little things he normally just passed by.  When he got into the house Morrie was weaker than normal and he was in his bed which was unusual.  Morrie and Mitch briefly discussed how to say good-bye and let go.  Then, the first sentence of the next chapter stated Morrie had died the Saturday after they had there last meeting.  The climax that had been anticipated the whole book was put into one sentence.

7. 1. The white rain gutter hung like a lid over the doorway – Simile
2. Let the experience penetrate you – Personification

3. Wash yourself with the emotion- Metaphor

4. That was my moment with loneliness- Metaphor

5. If your always battling against getting older, you will be unhappy- Personification

6. Morrie closed his eyes to absorb the notes- Metaphor

7. My generation seemed to struggle with commitment, as if it were an alligator from some murky swamp- Personification

8. Death was just around the corner for Morrie- Personification

8. Intravenously- within or administered in a vein

Deferments- the act or an instance of delaying or putting off

Revel- to take great pleasure or delight
Succumb- to give up

Commode- a low cabinet or chest of drawers, often elaborately decorated and usually standing on legs or short feet

Alabaster- dense translucent, white or tinted fine-grained gypsum
Calisthenics- gymnastic exercises designed to develop muscular tone and promote physical well-being
Aphorism- a tersely phrased statement of a truth or opinion
Innately- possessed at birth
Façade- the face of a building

9. This story was all about life and its meaning.  The author was trying to spread his knowledge with book.  There are many lessons to be learned in this story, and the main one is don’t get caught up in loving material things.  People should love each other and try to be nice people.  Most people know this is the right thing to do but they just don’t do it.  I know kids today worry about what everybody else thinks.  They should just be happy with who they are and like everyone, not just the popular kids.  The authors’ message was a powerful one and I think everyone should read this book.  If everyone acted the way Morrie wanted them to the world would be perfect. 

