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    S
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    I
    S A
    MERICA MENTIONED IN B
    IBLE PROPHECY?
   

 
  
   
    This may be the question about Bible prophecy that I have been asked more than any other.
    
   
    People here in America want to know if the Bible has anything to say about the future of our nation.
    
   
    Will God continue to bless America in the future?
    
   
    Will the United States survive?
   

 
  
   
    Search though you might, you will never find America mentioned 
    specifically, by name, in the Bible.
    
   
    However, this is true of most other modern nations as well.
    
   
    Many students of Bible prophecy nevertheless believe that America is referred to in the pages of Scripture.
   

 
  
   
    Three main passages of Scripture are used to support this idea.
    
   
    The first passage is Isaiah 18:1–7.
    
   
    This chapter refers two times to a place “whose land the rivers divide.”
    
   
    Some scholars interpret this as a reference to the Mississippi River and the many other rivers that divide the United States.
    
   
    The nation is called “a people feared far and wide, / A powerful and oppressive nation” (v. 2).
    
   
    This is taken as a reference to the mighty military machine of the U.S. armed forces.
   

 
  
   
    The problem with this view is that the passage itself identifies the nation being described: “Alas, oh land of whirring wings / Which lies beyond the rivers of Cush, / Which sends envoys by the sea, / Even in papyrus vessels on the surface of the waters” (v. 1).
    
   
    The nation referred to in this passage is the ancient kingdom of Cush (modern Sudan), not the United States.
   

 
  
   
    The second passage is Ezekiel 38:13:
   

 
   
   
    
     “Sheba and Dedan and the merchants of Tarshish with all its villages will say to you, ‘Have you come to capture spoil?
     
    
     Have you assembled your company to seize plunder, to carry away silver and gold, to take away cattle and goods, to capture great spoil?’ ”
    

 
  
 
  
   
    In the Old Testament era, Tarshish was the farthest western region in the known world.
    
   
    It corresponds to the modern nation of Spain.
    
   
    Tarshish could be used in this context to represent all of the western nations of the 
    last days—including America.
    
   
    Some translations of Ezekiel 38:13 refer to the “young lions” of Tarshish.
    
   
    Young lions are often used in Scripture to refer to energetic rulers.
    
   
    Therefore, some view these young lions of Tarshish as a veiled reference to the United States.
   

 
  
   
    While this view is certainly possible, the evidence seems too tenuous to make any certain statements about this being a reference to America.
   

 
  
   
    A third passage that is often cited as referring to the United States is Revelation 17–18, in which “Babylon the Great” is discussed.
    
   
    Babylon is called “the great city” in Revelation 17, a fact that has led some to say that Babylon is a reference to New York City.
   

 
  
   
    Once again, while some of the description in Revelation 17–18 could be stretched to indicate New York City as the Babylon of the end times, I don’t believe that’s what it is referring to, as you will see in question 16.
    
   
    I believe it is much better to interpret Babylon in Revelation 17–18 as the literal Babylon on the river Euphrates.
   

 
  
   
    Having carefully examined the most frequently cited passages that are used to support the idea that America is mentioned in Bible prophecy, I have concluded that America is 
    not mentioned in Bible prophecy.
   

 
  
   
    However, this raises another interesting question: Why 
    isn’t America mentioned in Bible prophecy?
    
   
    Israel is mentioned by name and most scholars believe that Europe is the reunited Roman empire of the last days.
    
   
    So why isn’t America mentioned?
   

 
  
   
    Perhaps it is a kind of shortsighted egocentrism that makes us think that the United States should be mentioned in Scripture.
    
   
    In some senses, of course, it could be argued that the United States is the greatest nation in the history of the world.
    
   
    For instance, we have more military firepower than has ever been possible before.
    
   
    But historians would argue that America, which only became a superpower just over half a century ago, is not greater politically, economically, or even militarily than the centuries-long empires of Rome, Spain, or Britain.
   

 
  
   
    Nevertheless, I am asked this question all the time: “Why doesn’t the Bible mention the United States?”
    
   
    I have identified four basic options to explain this prophetic silence.
   

 
  
    
     Option 1
    

 
  
   
    America will still be a powerful nation in the last days, but the Lord simply chose not to mention her specifically.
    
   
    After all, it is important to recognize that most modern nations are not mentioned in the Bible: Scotland 
    isn’t mentioned, nor is India, Australia, Canada, or Japan.
    
   
    It shouldn’t surprise us that America isn’t mentioned.
   

 
  
   
    This view is possible, but seems unlikely to me.
    
   
    It would seem that if America were still the greatest nation in the world during the Tribulation, God would mention her in Scripture.
    
   
    As John Walvoord, one of the world’s leading prophecy scholars, observes:
   

 
   
   
    
     Although conclusions concerning the role of America in prophecy in the end time are necessarily tentative, the Scriptural evidence is sufficient to conclude that America in that day will not be a major power and apparently does not figure largely in either the political, economic, or religious aspects of the world.
     4
    

 
  
 
  
    
     Option 2
    

 
  
   
    America is not mentioned specifically because she will be destroyed by other nations.
    
   
    In other words, she will experience a fall from the outside before the end times.
   

 
  
    
     Option 3
    

 
  
   
    America is not mentioned in Bible prophecy because she will have lost her influence as a result of moral and spiritual deterioration.
    
   
    She will experience a fall from the inside before the end times.
   

 
  
    
     Option 4
    

 
  
   
    While any of these first three options are possible, there is a fourth option that I feel best explains the silence concerning America in the Scriptures: America will become a third-rate nation overnight at the Rapture.
    
   
    The Rapture will be God’s judgment on America.
   

 
  
   
    Consider this fact.
    
   
    If the Rapture were to happen today, the United States would probably lose more people per capita than any other nation in the world.
    
   
    At the Rapture, the Islamic nations in the Middle East would feel almost no effect at all.
    
   
    But the U.S. could become a third-world nation overnight.
    
   
    Millions of home mortgages would go unpaid, the stock market would crash, and millions of productive workers would be suddenly removed from the workforce.
   

 
  
   
    It may be that America is not mentioned because she will not be a key player on her own but rather only a part of the Antichrist’s Western 
    confederacy of nations.
    
   
    In a weakened economic and military condition, America might seek refuge with her NATO allies in Europe and be absorbed into the Antichrist’s emerging Western coalition.
   

 
  
   
    If that were the case, then America is not mentioned specifically in the Bible because after the Rapture she is merely one of the pawns in Antichrist’s Euro-American empire.
   

 
  
   
    Several eminent prophecy scholars and theologians support this view.
    
   
    John Walvoord notes:
   

 
   
   
    
     Although the Scriptures do not give any clear word concerning the role of the United States in relationship to the revived Roman Empire and the later development of the world empire, it is probably that the United States will be in some form of alliance with the Roman ruler.
    
    
     … Actually a balance of power in the world may exist at that time not too dissimilar to the present world situation, namely, that Europe and the Mediterranean area will be in alliance with America in opposition to Russia, Eastern Asia, and Africa.
     
    
     Based on geographic, religious, and economic factors such an alliance of powers seems a natural sequence of present situations in the world.
     5
    

 
  
 
  
   
    The amalgamation of America into the Antichrist’s European empire after the Rapture makes perfect sense in the current political climate.
    
   
    The United States is slowly but relentlessly being drawn away from national sovereignty and into a globalist order.
    
   
    NATO, the UN, GATT, NAFTA, the WTO, and many other acronyms signal what many view as a startling trend away from U.S. sovereignty and toward submission to multinational treaties, organizations, and courts of law.
   

 
  
   
    When the Rapture occurs and the U.S. is reduced to a third-rate power, she will find her place with the other nations of the reunited Roman Empire in Antichrist’s kingdom.
   

 
  
   
    As to why America is not mentioned in Scripture, theologian Ed Dobson reminds us that the last days are not, after all, about America but about Israel:
   

 
   
   
    
     The United States will most likely be part of that coalition because it is a Western superpower.
     
    
     But the primary focus of end-time prophecies is on the Middle East and Europe.
     
    
     The 
     rest of the world, including the United States, will be involved, but the spotlight is over there—not on the New World.
     6
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    S
    IX
   

 
  
   
    W
    HICH OF THESE VIEWS IS BEST AND WHY?
   

 
  
   
    As you can see, these three systems are very different in their interpretation of the end times.
    
   
    Whichever of these systems you hold to determines how you will interpret hundreds of passages in the Bible.
    
   
    Therefore this is not a trivial matter.
    
   
    However, all of these views have points in their favor and Scriptures that can be used for support.
   

 
  
   
    Which view is 
    best depends on how you believe that the most pertinent Scriptures should be understood.
    
   
    Good and godly scholars disagree on which of these systems best reflects the teaching of Scripture.
   

 
  
   
    In 
    101 Answers to the Most Asked Questions about the End Times, I’m going to go with the premillennial view.
    
   
    In this chapter, I’ll explain why I feel this is the best of the three systems.
    
   
    However, my goal is not to make you agree with me but to challenge you to prayerfully consider God’s Word on this topic so that you will develop your own conclusions based on His Word.
   

 
  
   
    W
    HY I B
    ELIEVE P
    REMILLENNIALISM I
    S THE B
    EST V
    IEW
   

 
  
   
    I hold the premillennial view for six main reasons.
    
   
    To make these easier to remember, I’ve developed the acronym PREMIL:
   

 
   
   
    
     • Promises of God;
    

 
   
    
     • Resurrection in Revelation 20:4–6;
    

 
   
    
     • Earliest View;
    

 
   
    
     • Most Natural Reading of Revelation 20:1–6;
    

 
   
    
     • Imprisonment of Satan;
    

 
   
    
     • Literal One Thousand Years in Revelation 20:1–6.
    

 
  
 
  
   
    Now we’ll look at each of the six parts of this acronym to explain why I hold the premillennial view.
   

 
  
   
    P: P
    ROMISES OF G
    OD
   

 
  
   
    Premillennialism is the only one of these systems that allows for the literal fulfillment of God’s promises or covenants with Abraham and David.
    
   
    Let’s examine these two covenants.
   

 
  
   
    God unconditionally promised Abraham three things in Genesis 12:1–3 and 15:18:
   

 
   
   
    
     1.
     
    
     That God would bless Abraham personally and that the whole world would be blessed through him;
    

 
   
    
     2.
     
    
     That God would give Abraham many descendants; and
    

 
   
    
     3.
     
    
     That God would give Abraham and his descendants a specific piece of land forever (the boundaries of this land are described in Genesis 15:18).
    

 
  
 
  
   
    The first two components of God’s promise have been literally fulfilled.
    
   
    God gave Abraham many descendants, and God has blessed the world through Abraham via the Jewish Scriptures and the Jewish Savior.
   

 
  
   
    If the first two parts of the covenant have been fulfilled literally, it seems logical to conclude that the third part, the promise of land, will also be fulfilled literally.
    
   
    And since this promise has never been fulfilled in history, the promise must be in the future.
   

 
  
   
    The land promised to Abraham fits perfectly with the idea of a thousand-year reign of Christ on earth (ruling from Jerusalem) in which Israel will occupy all the land promised in Genesis 15:18.
   

 
  
   
    Now let’s look at God’s covenant with David.
    
   
    In 2 Samuel 7:12–16, God promised King David that one of his descendants would sit on his throne and reign over his kingdom forever.
    
   
    While God did not promise that this rule would continue uninterrupted, He did promise that David’s dynasty would maintain the right to rule and that one of David’s descendants would rule forever.
    
   
    This promise was applied specifically to Jesus when He was born (Luke 1:32–33).
   

 
  
   
    Amillennialists and postmillennialists argue that this covenant is completely fulfilled in the present age as Christ sits on His throne in heaven ruling over the church.
    
   
    Premillennialists, on the other hand, contend that Christ must literally sit on David’s throne on earth and rule over David’s kingdom, the nation of Israel, in order for this covenant to be fulfilled.
   

 
  
   
    This literal interpretation of the kingdom is borne out in the New Testament.
    
   
    In Acts, Jesus reaffirmed that the kingdom would be restored to Israel in the future.
   

 
   
   
    
     So when they had come together, they were asking Him, saying, “Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the kingdom to Israel?”
     
    
     He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority.”
     
    
     (Acts 1:6–7)
    

 
  
 
  
   
    Jesus had promised the disciples that in His kingdom they would sit on twelve thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel (Matthew 19:28).
    
   
    Acts 1:3 says that Jesus had been teaching His disciples for forty days “of the things concerning the kingdom.”
    
   
    This may be what triggered their question about future restoration of the kingdom to Israel.
    
   
    Evidently, Jesus had been teaching about a future restored kingdom for Israel.
    
   
    Understandably, they wanted to know when this great event was on God’s time schedule.
   

 
  
   
    If the disciples had been mistaken about a future kingdom for Israel, their question provided a perfect opportunity for Jesus to correct them.
    
   
    However, Jesus did not correct their statement that the kingdom would be restored to Israel.
    
   
    He simply pointed out that they were not to be concerned about the timing of that event.
   

 
  
   
    Just before His ascension, Jesus confirmed to His disciples the fact that the kingdom would be restored to Israel.
    
   
    A future, millennial kingdom of Christ is the only possibility mentioned in Scripture when the Davidic covenant can be literally, completely fulfilled.
   

 
  
   
    R: R
    ESURRECTION IN R
    EVELATION 20:16
   

 
  
   
    Revelation 19:11–19 records John’s vision of the second coming of Jesus Christ back to planet earth.
    
   
    The next section, Revelation 20:1–6, discusses the resurrection of the dead after Jesus has returned.
    
   
    Revelation 20:4b states, “And they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.”
    
   
    This millennial reign, then, begins 
    after Christ’s return and the resurrection of the dead.
   

 
  
   
    Amillennialists and postmillenialists argue that this resurrection refers to spiritual resurrection or conversion.
    
   
    However, of the forty-two times the Greek word used here for resurrection 
    (anastasis) is used in the New 
    Testament, forty-one times it refers to bodily resurrection.
    
   
    It stands to reason that this is what it means here as well.
   

 
  
   
    Since this resurrection and reign follow the Second Coming in Revelation 19:11–21, it stands to reason that they would follow the Second Coming in reality, too.
    
   
    This appears to argue for a future thousand-year period after the return of Christ—not a present kingdom as amillennialists and postmillennialists maintain.
   

 
  
   
    E: E
    ARLIEST V
    IEW
   

 
  
   
    Premillennialism was the view of the early church for the first two centuries of church history.
    
   
    Papias, the bishop of Hierapolis, was a companion of Polycarp and a disciple of the apostle John (who, incidentally, wrote the book of Revelation).
    
   
    Papias believed in a literal thousand-year reign of Christ on the earth.
   

 
  
   
    All of the other noted second- and third-century Christian scholars promulgated the tradition of a literal, earthly millennium: Irenaus, Apollinarius, Tertullian, Victorinus, and Lactantius.
    
   
    An early second-century writing called 
    The Epistle of Barnabas takes the one thousand years literally.
    
   
    The eminent second-century scholar Justin Martyr (100–165) stated:
   

 
   
   
    
     But I and every other completely orthodox Christian feel certain that there will be a resurrection of the flesh, followed by one thousand years in the rebuilt, embellished, and enlarged city of Jerusalem, as was announced by the prophets Ezekiel, Isaiah, and others.
    

 
  
 
  
   
    Premillennialism is the historic view of the church.
   

 
  
   
    M: M
    OST N
    ATURAL R
    EADING
   

 
  
   
    In my opinion, the premillennial position is the clearest, most natural reading of Revelation 20:1–6.
    
   
    This is the only passage in the Bible that specifically mentions the thousand-year reign of Christ.
    
   
    It occurs in Revelation immediately after the second coming of Christ (Revelation 19:11–21).
    
   
    In Revelation 19–20, Christ’s coming is clearly before (pre) the Millennium or thousand-year reign.
   

 
  
   
    I: I
    MPRISONMENT OF S
    ATAN
   

 
  
   
    Both amillennialists and postmillennialists contend that the binding of Satan in Revelation 20:1–3 occurred at the first coming of Christ and that Satan is bound right now during this present age.
    
   
    This seems to contradict the way Satan is pictured in the New Testament.
    
   
    Notice how Satan is described.
   

 
   
   
    
     • “the ruler of this [the] world” (John 12:31; 14:30).
    

 
   
    
     • “the god of this world” (2 Corinthians 4:4).
    

 
   
    
     • “an angel of light” (2 Corinthians 11:14).
    

 
   
    
     • “the prince of the power of the air” (Ephesians 2:2).
    

 
   
    
     • “like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:8).
    

 
   
    
     • scheming against believers (2 Corinthians 2:11; Ephesians 6:11).
    

 
   
    
     • hindering believers (1 Thessalonians 2:18).
    

 
   
    
     • accusing God’s people (Revelation 12:10).
    

 
   
    
     • blinding the minds of the lost (2 Corinthians 4:4).
    

 
  
 
  
   
    As you can see, Satan appears to be anything but bound today.
    
   
    He is a defeated foe, but he has not yet been bound.
    
   
    God’s conquest over Satan was achieved at the Cross, but it will not be consummated until the Second Coming when Satan is bound and cast into the abyss.
    
   
    During the present age, Satan is actively opposing the work of God and harassing the Lord’s people.
    
   
    As someone once said, “If Satan is bound today, he must have an awfully long chain.”
   

 
  
   
    Notice how specific Revelation 20:1–3 is in its description of Satan’s binding.
    
   
    It says Satan is “laid hold of,” “bound,” and thrown “into the abyss.”
    
   
    The abyss is then “shut” and “sealed it over him.”
    
   
    Nothing like this happened at the first coming of Christ.
    
   
    But it will happen when Christ returns.
   

 
  
   
    L: L
    ITERAL O
    NE T
    HOUSAND Y
    EARS
   

 
  
   
    The premillennial position is the only position that consistently interprets Bible prophecy literally.
    
   
    The other two positions tend to spiritualize Old Testament prophecies and apply them to the church, which they often interpret as spiritual Israel.
   

 
  
   
    The Bible itself gives the correct method for interpreting Bible prophecy.
    
   
    All the prophecies of Christ’s first coming were fulfilled literally in the person and work of our Savior.
    
   
    It makes sense to believe that the prophecies of Christ’s second coming will also be fulfilled literally.
    
   
    To spiritualize the prophecies of the last days and deny a literal tribulation period, a literal Antichrist, a literal battle of Armageddon, a literal restoration of the Jewish people to the land, and a literal, earthly millennial kingdom violates the method of interpreting Bible prophecy already established in the prophecies of the first coming of Christ.
   

 
  
   
    The time period of one thousand years is specifically mentioned six times in Revelation 20—in verses 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7.
    
   
    The fact that this time period is repeated six times in seven verses emphasizes its importance.
   

 
  
   
    Moreover, all the other time-specific periods and numbers mentioned in Revelation seem to be literal: “ten days” (Revelation 2:10), “one hundred and forty-four thousand” (7:4; 14:1), “five months” (9:5, 10), “two hundred million” (9:16), “forty-two months” (11:2; 13:5), and “twelve hundred and sixty days” (11:3; 12:6).
    
   
    When John mentions a time period that is general or nonspecific, he identifies it as such by phrases like “a little while” (6:11) or “a short time” (12:12).
   

 
  
   
    It seems best, then, to take the thousand years as a literal period of time when Jesus Christ will reign with His saints on the earth after His second coming to the earth.
   

 
  
   
    The premillennial view seems to be the best way of understanding the end times.
    
   
    It incorporates the literal fulfillment of the promises of God; it follows Revelation’s own sequence of the Second Coming and the Millennium; it was the view of the early church; it is the most natural reading of Revelation 20:1–6; it does not say that Satan is already bound; and it takes Revelation at its word when it calls for a literal thousand-year reign of Christ.
   

 
  
   
    Remember, it’s PREMIL.
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    F
    IVE
   

 
  
   
    W
    HAT ARE THE MAJOR VIEWS ON THE END TIMES?
   

 
  
   
    One of the primary reasons the average Christian avoids studying Bible prophecy is that there are so many different views about it.
    
   
    A person might be brave enough to pick up a few books to brush up on his knowledge of the end times, but before long he is hopelessly lost in lengthy explanations of unfamiliar words.
   

 
  
   
    It reminds me of the little boy whose father was a preacher.
    
   
    All his life he’d heard his dad preach on justification, sanctification, and all the other “ations.”
    
   
    So he was ready when his Sunday school teacher asked if anyone knew what the word 
    procrastination meant.
    
   
    The boy replied, “I’m not sure what it means, but I know our church believes in it!”
   

 
  
   
    That’s the way many people are when it comes to Bible prophecy.
    
   
    They’re not sure what these big words mean, but they know that they must believe in it.
   

 
  
   
    The Bible prophecy novice begins to hear words like premillennial, postmillennial, pretribulational, posttribulational, dispensational, and covenantal.
    
   
    In a short period he’ll see enough charts and time lines to last him a lifetime.
    
   
    Chances are he’ll finally adopt the position of the panmillennial—it will all “pan out” in the end—and not worry about it anymore.
   

 
  
   
    How can we hope to make sense out of all the conflicting views?
    
   
    Is it possible to boil it down to the basics so we can understand at least the main views or systems people hold regarding the last days?
    
   
    The answer is a resounding “Yes!”
    
   
    In the next few pages, I will present the three main views of the last days in a clear, easy-to-follow format.
   

 
  
   
    Broadly speaking, within evangelical circles there are three main theories of the end times: amillennialism, premillennialism, and postmillennialism.
    
   
    As you can see, the main word in each of these terms is the word 
    millennial.
    
   
    This is because the crucial element that each of these views interprets differently is the timing of the thousand-year reign of Christ on earth, a period called the Millennium, and its relation to the second coming of Christ.
   

 
  
   
    I’ve given a full discussion of the Millennium in 
    section 7, but for now it’s enough that you understand the relationship between the Millennium and Jesus’ second coming.
    
   
    Premillennialism says the Second Coming will occur before the Millennium begins.
    
   
    Postmillennialism says the Second Coming will come after the Millennium ends.
    
   
    And amillennialism says we’re in the Millennium now and it will conclude with the Second Coming.
   

 
  
   
    T
    WO M
    AIN P
    OINTS OF A
    GREEMENT
   

 
  
   
    As with most differing views in theology, there are points on which these views agree.
    
   
    Two of these points of agreement are essential:
   

 
   
   
    
     1.
     
    
     All three of these views believe that Jesus Christ is King of kings and Lord of lords and that He rules or will rule over a glorious kingdom.
    

 
   
    
     2.
     
    
     All three of these views hold that Jesus Christ will one day return to this world literally, physically, visibly, and gloriously as the judge of all the earth.
    

 
  
 
  
   
    It is important not to overlook these points of agreement.
    
   
    After all, these are part of the essentials that bind us together as believers in Jesus Christ.
    
   
    No matter what view you may hold concerning the end times, if you know Jesus Christ as your personal Savior and are looking for His coming, then we are in agreement about the essential points that bind us together as brothers and sisters in Christ.
   

 
  
   
    However, we must also recognize that there are significant differences between these views.
    
   
    These differences affect how we understand almost every key event of the end times.
    
   
    Each of these systems has a very different picture of what will happen both before and after Jesus returns to earth.
   

 
  
   
    This is not just some study in irrelevant theory.
    
   
    Which of these views you hold will determine how you interpret the characters, chronology, and consummation of the end times.
    
   
    Will there be a literal kingdom on earth?
    
   
    Will there be a literal seven-year tribulation period before Christ returns?
    
   
    Will there really be an individual called the Antichrist?
    
   
    Will the church succeed in Christianizing the world before Christ returns?
    
   
    All of these are colored by your beliefs about the Millennium and the Second Coming.
   

 
  
   
    T
    HREE M
    AIN P
    OINTS OF D
    ISAGREEMENT
   

 
  
   
    While there are numerous differences between these three views of the last days, three main points of disagreement are most important.
   

 
  
   
    The difference between these views revolves around three key issues:
   

 
   
   
    
     1.
     
     
      When
      will Jesus reign? 
    
     (the timing of His reign)
    

 
   
    
     2
     .
     
     
      How
      will Jesus reign? 
    
     (the nature of His reign)
    

 
   
    
     3.
     
     
      Where
      will Jesus reign? 
    
     (the place of His reign)
    

 
  
 
  
   
    I will present only the general framework of these three end-time views or systems.
    
   
    For more information on this topic, see the recommended reading list in the 
    appendix.
   

 
  
   
    T
    HE A
    MILLENNIAL V
    IEW
   

 
  
   
    The prefix 
    a before the word 
    millennium denotes a negation of the word.
    
   
    Amillennium literally means “no millennium.”
    
   
    However, this is not exactly what this view believes.
    
   
    Amillennialists do believe in a period in which Christ reigns, just not a literal thousand-year kingdom.
   

 
  
   
    The amillennial position is the dominant view of modern Christendom.
    
   
    It is the view held by the Roman Catholic church, the Greek Orthodox church, and a large portion of Protestantism.
    
   
    The genesis of this view is usually traced back to St. Augustine (
    A.D. 354–430).
    
   
    This was the view of reformers John Calvin and Martin Luther.
   

 
  
    
     When Will Jesus Reign?
    

 
  
   
    Amillennialists believe that the kingdom of Christ is happening now: between Jesus’ first and second comings.
    
   
    Therefore, the Millennium is not a literal period of one thousand years, but is symbolic of a “long period of time.”
    
   
    Amillennialists teach that Satan was bound at the first coming of Christ as a result of the death and resurrection of Christ (Revelation 20:1–3).
   

 
  
    
     How and Where Will Jesus Reign?
    

 
  
   
    Amillennialists believe that the reign of Jesus (the Millennium) will not be a literal, physical thousand-year kingdom on earth.
    
   
    Rather, amillennialists hold that Christ reigns on earth in the hearts of believers and in the church (“the kingdom of God is within you”).
    
   
    They believe that Christ 
    will return someday—at the end of the church age—to overthrow Satan, to judge all men, and to bring in the eternal state.
   

 
  
   
    Amillenialists do not hold to either a literal seven-year period of tribulation before the second coming of Christ or a literal thousand-year period of reign after His second coming.
   

 
  
   
    F
    UTURE E
    VENTS A
    CCORDING TO THE A
    MILLENNIAL S
    YSTEM
   

 
   
   
    
     1.
     
    
     A parallel development of both good (God’s kingdom) and evil (Satan’s kingdom) during this present age.
    

 
   
    
     2.
     
    
     The second coming of Christ.
    

 
   
    
     3.
     
    
     The general resurrection of all people.
    

 
   
    
     4.
     
    
     A general judgment of all people.
    

 
   
    
     5.
     
    
     Eternity.
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    T
    HE T
    IMELINE OF A
    MILLENNIALISM T
    HE P
    REMILLENNIAL V
    IEW
   

 
  
   
    Premillennialists hold that the millennial kingdom will be a physical, earthly kingdom of one thousand literal years in which Jesus Christ will rule and reign over the earth from His earthly throne in Jerusalem.
   

 
  
   
    Premillennialism was the view of the early church.
    
   
    It was the view held by such early church fathers as Papias, Clement of Rome, Barnabas, Ignatius, Polycarp, and Justin Martyr.
    
   
    After the third century, it began to wane and was replaced by amillennialism as the prevailing view.
    
   
    It began to make a comeback in the mid-nineteenth century, and is currently a popular way of understanding the last days.
   

 
  
   
    Some modern premillennialists are Charles Ryrie, John Walvoord, J. Dwight Pentecost, James Montgomery Boice, Hal Lindsey, John MacArthur, Tim LaHaye, and Charles Swindoll.
   

 
  
   
    Let’s take a closer look at the specifics of this view.
   

 
  
    
     When Will Jesus Reign?
    

 
  
   
    Premillennialism teaches that the second coming of Jesus Christ will occur before 
    (pre) the millennial kingdom.
    
   
    In fact, the millennial kingdom is inaugurated by the return of Christ to the earth.
    
   
    He will return at the end of a literal seven-year period of terrible judgment (the Tribulation).
   

 
  
    
     How and Where Will Jesus Reign?
    

 
  
   
    According to this view, the kingdom will not be established by the conversion of souls over an extended period of time but suddenly and powerfully by the glorious coming of Christ from heaven to earth.
    
   
    Satan will be bound for one thousand years, the duration of Christ’s reign (Revelation 20:1–3); the curse will be reversed; the Jewish people will be restored to their ancient land; and Christ will reign over the earth in righteousness, peace, and joy.
   

 
  
   
    It is important to note that most premillennialists would agree that Jesus is ruling over the church during this present age as its head and that He certainly reigns over the hearts of His people.
    
   
    He was, is, and always will be the sovereign of the universe.
    
   
    However, premillennialists would contend that this is not to be confused with the millennial kingdom that Christ will rule over for one thousand years as described in Revelation 20:1–6.
    
   
    They believe that the rule of Christ will be literally fulfilled in the future.
   

 
  
   
    It should also be noted that premillennialists disagree among themselves over the timing of the Rapture.
    
   
    This issue will be discussed in 
    section 2.
   

 
  
   
    F
    UTURE E
    VENTS A
    CCORDING TO THE P
    REMILLENNIAL S
    YSTEM
   

 
   
   
    
     1.
     
    
     Increase of religious apostasy (turning away from the truth) as the church age draws to a close.
    

 
   
    
     2.
     
    
     The rapture of the church (resurrection of dead saints/translation of living saints).
    

 
   
    
     3.
     
    
     Seven-year tribulation period on earth.
    

 
   
    
     4.
     
    
     The second coming of Christ to earth.
    

 
   
    
     5.
     
    
     The campaign of Armageddon.
    

 
   
    
     6.
     
    
     The millennial reign of Christ on earth.
    

 
   
    
     7.
     
    
     The Great White Throne Judgment.
    

 
   
    
     8.
     
    
     The creation of a new heaven and new earth.
    

 
   
    
     9.
     
    
     Eternity.
    

 
  
 
  
   
    T
    HE T
    IMELINE OF P
    REMILLENNIALISM
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    HE P
    OSTMILLENNIAL V
    IEW
   

 
  
   
    Postmillennialism is very similar to amillennialism in that both of these systems maintain that the Millennium is the period between the first and second comings of Christ and is not a literal one thousand years.
    
   
    The primary difference between these views is in the nature and scope of the kingdom in this present age.
    
   
    Postmillennialists believe that the church will “Christianize” the world during this present kingdom age, thus paving the way for the return of Christ.
   

 
  
   
    This view was first propagated by the Unitarian teacher Daniel Whitby (1638–1726).
    
   
    In spite of its late arrival on the scene, postmillennialism enjoyed great popularity when it was introduced.
    
   
    It become the prevailing millennial view of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.
   

 
  
   
    With advances in technology and science and the Industrial Revolution, the idea that man could himself usher in the kingdom of God made perfect sense.
    
   
    However, the outbreak of World War I, followed closely by World War II, dealt postmillennialism a blow from which it has never fully recovered.
   

 
  
    
     When Will Jesus Reign?
    

 
  
   
    Postmillennialists maintain that Jesus Christ will return to earth after 
    (post) the Millennium.
    
   
    Consequently, the Millennium is the entire period of time between the first and second comings of Christ.
   

 
  
    
     How and Where Will Jesus Reign?
    

 
  
   
    For postmillennialists, Jesus’ reign is spiritual and political.
    
   
    This view teaches that the millennial kingdom is not a literal thousand years but a golden age that will be ushered in by the church during this present age by the preaching of the gospel.
   

 
  
   
    This golden age will arrive by degrees as the gospel spreads throughout the earth until the whole world is eventually Christianized.
    
   
    Jesus’ reign will grow on earth as believers in Christ exercise more and more influence over the affairs of this earth.
    
   
    Ultimately, the gospel will prevail, and the earth will become a better and better place, after which Christ will appear to usher in eternity.
   

 
  
   
    The best known advocate of postmillennialism in recent years is Loraine Boettner.
    
   
    He summarizes the postmillennial view well:
   

 
   
   
    
     The millennium to which the postmillennialist looks forward is thus a golden age of spiritual prosperity during this present dispensation, that is, the church age.
     
    
     This is to be brought about through forces now active in the world.
     
    
     It is to last an indefinitely long period of time, perhaps much longer than a literal one thousand years.
     
    
     The changed character of individuals will be reflected in an uplifted social, economic, political, and cultural life of mankind.
     
    
     The world at large will then enjoy a state of righteousness which up until now has been seen only in relatively small and isolated groups: for example, some family circles, and some local church groups and kindred organizations.
    

 
   
    
     This does not mean that there will be a time on this earth when every person will be a Christian or that all sin will be abolished.
     
    
     But it does means that evil in all its many forms eventually will be reduced to negligible proportions, that Christian principles will be the rule, not the exception, and that Christ will return to a truly Christianized world.
     3
    

 
  
 
  
   
    F
    UTURE E
    VENTS A
    CCORDING TO THE P
    OSTMILLENNIAL S
    YSTEM
   

 
   
   
    
     1.
     
    
     Progressive improvement of conditions on earth as the end draws near, culminating in a golden age in which the world is completely Christianized.
    

 
   
    
     2.
     
    
     The second coming of Christ.
    

 
   
    
     3.
     
    
     The general resurrection of all people.
    

 
   
    
     4.
     
    
     A general judgment of all people.
    

 
   
    
     5.
     
    
     Eternity.
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        EIGN
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        ILL C
        HRIST R
        EIGN?
        
    

 
     
     		
      
       Amillennial
       
     		
      
       Between the First and Second Comings (present reign)
       
     		
      
       Christ rules over a spiritual kingdom in the hearts of believers on earth and over the souls of the redeemed in heaven (spiritual reign)
       
    

 
     
     		
      
       Premillennial
       
     		
      
       Immediately after the Second Coming (future reign)
       
     		
      
       Christ will rule personally for one thousand years over a literal, physical, earthly kingdom with Satan bound and the curse of the Fall removed.
       
    

 
     
     		
      
       Postmillennial
       
     		
      
       Between the First and Second Comings, but arriving by degrees (present reign)
       
     		
      
       Christ rules in the hearts of believers as the church brings in the kingdom by the triumph of the gospel in this world (spiritual reign)
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    I
    SN’
    T STUDYING B
    IBLE PROPHECY ALL JUST SPECULATION?
   

 
  
   
    Bible prophecy has often suffered as much at the hands of its friends as in the hands of its foes.
    
   
    Date setting, “newspaper exegesis,” attempts at identifying the Antichrist, and reckless speculation have turned many people off from Bible prophecy.
    
   
    Added to this is the frustration many people feel in wading through all the different views of the end times.
   

 
  
   
    Therefore, many of God’s children simply choose not to study Bible prophecy at all, thinking of it as an exercise in futility.
    
   
    I have personally heard many people say that when it comes to the last days, no one really knows for sure what is going to happen, so why waste time on it?
   

 
  
   
    It is certainly true that a small group of overzealous speculators have tainted the legitimate study of Bible prophecy.
    
   
    And it is true that there are a number of views on last day events.
    
   
    But this should in no way dampen our fervor for studying the end times.
    
   
    Almost every area of theology has its quacks, and there are differing views on numerous subjects in the Bible.
    
   
    We should not allow this to scare us off from discovering God’s truth on any subject He has revealed to us.
   

 
  
   
    As we have seen, over a quarter of the Bible contains prophecy.
    
   
    It seems clear, then, that God intended us to study it.
    
   
    We should analyze Bible prophecy with humility, excitement, and expectation.
   

  
 

Hitc_9781588601001_epub_c03_r1.htm
 
  
   
    T
    HREE
   

 
  
   
    A
    RE THERE VALID PROPHECIES OR PREDICTIONS ABOUT THE FUTURE OTHER THAN THOSE FOUND IN THE B
    IBLE?
   

 
  
   
    Throughout history there has been a constant parade of people who claim to know the future.
    
   
    From the oracles of ancient Greece to Nostradamus, from Edward Cayce to Jeanne Dixon, from the tabloids to the modern psychic hotlines, the stream of alleged prognosticators goes on and on.
   

 
  
   
    While some of these crystal ball gazers may be able to hit upon something that does actually occur, it’s not because they know the future.
    
   
    It has more to do with the law of averages: If you “predict” enough future events, one of them is bound to happen eventually.
    
   
    Like the old saying states, “Even a clock that doesn’t work is right twice a day.”
   

 
  
   
    In order to accurately predict the future, one must either be omniscient (know everything), omnipresent (be present everywhere), and omnipotent (possess all power)—or have a direct connection with the One who does meet those requirements.
   

 
  
   
    Read what God says about His unique ability to disclose the future.
   

 
   
   
    
     “Present your case,” the L
     ORD says.
    

 
   
    
     “Bring forward your strong arguments,” the King of Jacob says.
    

 
   
    
     Let them bring forth and declare to us what is going to take place;
    

 
   
    
     As for the former events, declare what they were,
    

 
   
    
     That we may consider them and know their outcome.
    

 
   
    
     Or announce to us what is coming;
    

 
   
    
     Declare the things that are going to come afterward,
    

 
   
    
     That we may know that you are gods;
    

 
   
    
     Indeed, do good or evil, that we may anxiously look about us and fear together.
    

 
   
    
     Behold, you are of no account,
    

 
   
    
     And your work amounts to nothing;
    

 
   
    
     He who chooses you is an abomination.
    

 
   
    
     (Isaiah 41:21–24)
    

 
  
 
  
   
    If someone proclaims himself a prophet of God but his prophecies are not 100 percent accurate, the Bible says not to listen to him.
   

 
   
   
    
     “But the prophet who speaks a word presumptuously in My name which I have not commanded him to speak, or which he speaks in the name of other gods, that prophet shall die.
    

 
   
    
     “You may say in your heart, ‘How will we know the word which the L
     ORD has not spoken?’
     
    
     When a prophet speaks in the name of the L
     ORD, if the thing does not come about or come true, that is the thing which the L
     ORD has not spoken.
     
    
     The prophet has spoken it presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of him.”
     
    
     (Deuteronomy 18:20–22)
    

 
  
 
  
   
    Only the true God can predict the future, and He can do it with 100 percent accuracy 100 percent of the time.
    
   
    All others who claim to predict the future are imposters.
   

  
 

Hitc_9781588601001_epub_c02_r1.htm
 
  
   
    T
    WO
   

 
  
   
    H
    OW MUCH OF THE B
    IBLE IS PROPHECY?
   

 
  
   
    A young pastor commented to a former seminary professor that he didn’t preach on prophecy because “prophecy distracts people from the present.”
    
   
    His professor replied, “Then there is certainly a lot of distraction in the Scriptures!”
   

 
  
   
    Few people have any idea just how much of the Bible is prophetic in nature.
    
   
    The following statistics shed some light on the matter.
   

 
   
    
     
     
    
    
     
     		
      
       Total Verses in the Bible
       
     		
      
       31,124
       
    

 
     
     		
      
       Total Number of Predictions in the OT
       
     		
      
       1,239
       
    

 
     
     		
      
       Total Number of OT Verses that Contain Predictions
       
     		
      
       6,641 out of 23,210
       
    

 
     
     		
      
       Percent of the OT that is Prophecy
       
     		
      
       28.5 %
       
    

 
     
     		
      
       Total Number of Predictions in the NT
       
     		
      
       578
       
    

 
     
     		
      
       Total Number of NT Verses that Contain Predictions
       
     		
      
       1,711 out of 7,914
       
    

 
     
     		
      
       Percent of the NT that is Prophecy
       
     		
      
       21.5 %
       
    

 
     
     		
      
       Total Number of Separate Prophetic Topics in the Bible
       
     		
      
       737
       
    

 
     
     		
      
       Total Percent of the Bible that Is Prophecy
       
     		
      
       27 percent
       2
       
    

 
    
  

 
  
   
    So if 27 percent of the Bible is prophecy, it seems it would be unwise to disregard it.
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    W
    HAT DOES THE WORD PROPHECY MEAN?
   

 
  
   
    The English word 
    prophecy comes from the New Testament Greek