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E3SENTIAL VERTION

IN WHICH LUCIFE€R’S PARTING
GIFT ATTRACTS UNWaANTeEeD
ATTENTION; aND THe DReaM
LORD R€CeE€IVES UNWeEeLCOME
VISITORS.
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m : THERE 15 A FLUTTERING !
: . | / OF WINGS. ¥

IN THE HIGH HALL OF GLAPSHEIM | 17 mu

THE LORDOF THE AESIR SIT6 | ; x _ =

AND WAITS FOR THOUGHT AND } M R,Tgﬁﬁf% oo e i S (MY

- [ 1
MEMORY TORETURN 1O HiM. |1/ E| srouoer. E =

Il AT HISFEET TWO WOLVES
ATTENP HIM .
ll LACKING THOUGHTAND

MEMORY, HE COULP NOT EVEN
NAME THEM. THE FLOOR OF

B THE HIGH HALL I8 MUD,
§ SCATTERED WITH RUSHES.
- a3 3 ‘ Y

ANP INSTANTLY HE
KNOWs; HE KNOWS
ALL THEY'VE SEEN.

HUGINN ANC MUNINN :
THOUGHT ANC MEMORY. |

HE SIT5 AND WAITS, THE

GALLOWS-GOP, THE

ONE-EYED KING OF
ASGARD.

fj)'}rv \\\\'\‘\:.. il

THEMEAD HE DRINKS (S
NOT THE MEAD OF THE AESIR.
IT 1S /6 MEAL, BREWED
BY PWARFS FROM PEAC
KVASIRS BLOOD; A DRAUGHT

. SN OF LIQUIZ VERSE AND MADNESS,
e el IT 16 THE MEAD OF OPIN, THE HE DRAINS THE
: ALL-FATHER, AN NONE BUT GOBLET. ANC
_ \\ ODIN MAY DRINK OF T, HE IS GONE.
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THERE (5 A CAVERN BENEATH HAN

THE WORLE.

(THIG 16 TRUE. YOUMUST KNOW I
INYOURBONESTHATTHIS IS I

TRUE, ALTHOUGHALL LOGIC
ARGUIES AGAINST IT.)
TR

THERE |5 A CAVERN BENEATH
THE WORLE, AND IN THAT CAVERN
A MAN |1S BOLUNP.

IN THE CAVERN THERE IS
ALSO A WOMAN, AND A
SNAKE .

THE SNAKE I5 HIGH IN THE
DARKNESS OF THE CAVERN,
CURLED AROUND AN :
ELABORATE ROCK FORMATION.,

THE WOMAN
1S CALLED
SIGYN.

THE SNAKE HAS
NO NAME.

Ll

.

\Q “THE WOMAN HOLDS A BOWL

ABOVE THE MAN'S HEAD.
P
DRIP. DRIP) B

THE SNAKES VENOM DRIPS FROM
[T6 OPEN MOUTH. IT FALLS INTO E

4 THE MAN 15 BOUND WITH §
THE ENTRAILS OF HIS SON.

. i P
THE BOWL FILLS GRADUIALLY.

WHEN IT |5 FULL, THE WOMAN
EMPTIES IT INTO A PIT.

B P WS

[ (THE womaN 15
HiS WIFE.)
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HE TWISTS ANC WRITHES AS THE POISON
EAT5 INTO HIS FLESH, HE SCREAMS AS
IT ENTERS HIS EYES.
HE CURrsES
THE WOMAN,
BUT STILL y
SHE 5TAYS
WITH HIM.
o> A
o~
NEe - f;.-', -3' Y
/& / -‘-;//f/
3 A= —
e U\
| . \é'*x___
= "’f e '.
ars \'.J)H'\. :
= G Il-',.-_;
s 3 S A
s\ = = T
N XN (1
> : S5
SRS : = )
LU SIS THE MAN.

O TNy TS THE WomAN.
—5/\ THE SNAKE. >
\\ R S | THE BowL. [
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WHEN HE WRITHES, THE EARTH QUAKES,

L

NOT NICE, OR PRETTY;
TITS TRUE.

= o

—— |T HAS BEEN GOING
ON FOR A VERY
LONG TIME

S



NO, LOKI
SKY-WALKER .
T HAVE COME
TO TALK WITH

YOU.

AND WHAT
MAKES YOU THINK
1...HAVE ANYTHING A\

EH, BLOOD-
BROTHER ...OR HAVE
YOU FORGOTTEN THAT
WE MINGLED OUR BLOODZ
THAT YOU SWORE ,,,ON
YMIRG BONES . THAT
WE TWO WERE ONE
FOREVERZ

WHY HAVE
YOU COME HERE .,
GLAP-OF-WAR ?
TO GLOAT ATMY...
MISFORTUNEZ

LOKI WOLF-FATHER. ... |F THERE HAD
BEEN ANY OTHER WAY, DO YOU NOT THINK )
T WOULD HAVE 7AKEN IT 2 ,

BUT, AREE, YOU WOULP BE
PANGEROUS TOALL OF Us. You
ARE TOO CLEVER,, TOO WILY, AND

TOO MALEVOLENT 1O BE
UNCONFINEL.

IFIAMSO
CLEVER,.,WHYAN T

STILL,,. BOUND
HERE?2 ,,, EH, BLOOD-

RAGNAROK
HAS NOT YET COME,
LOKI.




ITHAS BEEN SAID : “THAT LOKI WILL BE

BOUND UNTIL RAGNAROK, WHEN THE

FIMBULWINTER WILL FREEZE THE WORLL,
WHEN GREAT WOLVES WILL EAT THE

SUN AND THE MOON, WHEN THE GIANTES
WILL RIDE TO WAR ON A SHIP MADE

OF PEACMENG NAILS,,,”
YANG ON THAT

PAY LOKI WILL BREAK
HI5 BONDS AN FIGHT
HEIMZALL, ANG THEY
BOTH WILLZIE " T KNOW

THE OLD TALES AS WELL
AS YOoU, GALLOWS-

ITCOULY
BECURS FOR THE
GRASPING,

Y NO. NOWAR. LUCIFER HAS.. ABDICATED. HIS TOMAIN )
LIESEMPT)’-'AF’RO‘T\EECTORME OF THE PREAM -
WEAVER.

TO THE HELL OF Y
LUCIFER. 8

PERHAPS ASGARD
WILL BE PESTROYED.
BUT WE CAN BE
o GONE.

7 HAHAHAHARA!
WILL YOU GO TO WAR
AGAINST THE FALLEN,
OPIN? OHHH, YOoU

HAVE BECOME SENILE,
OLDMAN.., _

GOZ GOWHEREZ

" O JOTUNHEIM, WHERE

THE GIANTS LIVEZ TO
SVARTALFHEIM, WHERE
THE DARK-ELVES HIDE 2

TO NIPAVELLIR, WHERE IR

THE PWARFS TOIL2

" ALL THOSE
d PLACES WILL FALL
AS AGGARDP
: FALLS.

IAM WITH
You, THEN, ODIN.
FOR NOW.

AND THEY

STRIPPED OF THEIR

=
TH

WAITING FOR Him
TO RETURN.

FLINCTION, HIS LOVERS
WAIT, IN THE CAVERN
BENEATH THE WORLP.

=
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In which Lucifers parting gift attracts ynwanted attention; and the Dream Lord receives unwelcome visitors.
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PipYou ger
THE WOMAN YoU
WERE LOOKIN

fOR 2

T'll fell
You later,




7no. 100 N BuT N/ AND I NEED You )
NOT TRUGT 1NEED  TO KEEPHIM FROM
HIM,THHNPEK BETRAYING LS
oo ALL.

WELLZ AREN'T
YOU PLEASEP 10O

TWELVE HUNDRED
YEARS, COUSIN .

ZAMNO
COUSIN OF YOURS,
LOK| WOLF5-
FATHER.

AND |F You TRY
ANYTHING, TRICKETER,,

NN\

I WILL GMASH YOUR
BONES.,

T THINK THIS
WHOLE AFFAR IS
APPLE-HEAPEL.
BUT T WILL HARNESS 4
MY GOATS. .

ON, TANNGNOST !
ON TANGRISNI! TO
DREAMLANG !

SEE MEZ |TG BEEN

1 WILL SPLIT YOUR sxuu.




W EXACTLY. ITS

——
PERHAPS |T WILL
DESTROY YU, AND PERHAPS
IT WON'T.
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SHIFT [HRS) OCCURRED

[iN] [THE] BALANCE.
PRISTINE DOMAIN [HAS)
OPENED [UP]. HASTY

] REACTION [I5] NEEDED.

|
[IF THIS IS TRUE] WHRT

[Dovou] couNsELT?

-

| |

APPOINT [AN] EMISSARY :
—{ [THE] DREAM KING [IS]
VULNERABLE. HE [WILL
CONFER [ONUS) [WHAT
[we]coveT.

_qu_

| (5] PRGrER Lot

WHO THEN [wiLL BE]
AMBRSSADOR 7

f I

KILDERKIN OF ORDER.

KILDERKIN OF ORDER?
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HIYA, Bl
BROTHE’R WHATG

HAPPENINGZ

BUT MAKE

[ ITFasT--IMIN 8
\ KINDOFA &

—,\SJ Mm, Shoot.
- = Yes. Twent1o ¢
E==22 Hell, sister, TO
— woman

WENT TO HELL, ANC
YOU FOUND LUCIFER.
HAD TURNED
EVERYONE OUT,,, A&

e etmaon

. You when T had 3 problem.
< And how, I have >~

another problem; fnd I
am comingtoyou fo
- advice.




! \ KNOW. ANDHE GAVE NP —
q YOU HELL. THE MOST { =
= ==l REALESTATE IN THE WHOLE

S8 ORER OF CREATED THINGS, & éﬁ ;"L’.?,-Z‘i‘,?ne
ANDNOW T ALL YOURS. ‘o doz

DO ) HOWSHOULD T
KNOW?Z WHAT DO Yol
WANT TO DOZ OPEN A SKIING
RESORTZ TURN ITINTO A J
THEMEPARKZSELLITTO M

(" YOU'LL FIGURE SOMETHING
OUT. AND SOON, T HOPE. _4

LOOK, T HAVETO
RUN. THERESG A WHOLE
CAN OF WORMS OPENED
UP HERE, AND NO ONE
ELSE SEEMS TO BE DOING

ANYTHING ABOUT IT.

Y

1 \
: \\‘ : S !

AN
+«BUT THE DEAD ARE

et T\ cominG BACK, LITTLE
| : = ' BROTHER..

¥ THE DEAD




FAR BELOW THE SILVER CITY THE UNIVERSE =)
GLITTERS ANDGLISTENS, LIKE A CHILD'S TOY N

EROM THIZ VANTAGE POINT GALAXIES COIL
AND GLEAM LIKE MULTICOLORED JEWELS,
DISTANT NEBULAE FLICKER AND PULSE.

- ; e— —_—=-_—:__\m‘l‘.- =
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; Q-

|

©

e & .
THE INHABITANTS OF
THE CITY WERE
CREATED IN THE SAME
BREATH AS THE CITY =
ITGELF; IN THE
PARKNESS BEFORE

THE GILVER CITY.

IT CANNOT BE
VISITED.

BEFORE THE
FIRST DAWN,
THE SILVER
CITY WAS. Iy

U /}I__—————__" _"',_-—
/{\\\\"r-\
N IT IS NOT
\\ \\\\ HEAVEN.
NN IR
\ T 16 THE SILVER CITY,
THAT 16 NOT PART OF
THE ORDER OF
l_l.““ CREATED THINGS.




THE INHABITANTSG OF THE CITY POSSESS NAMES, AND

IPENTITIES, PERHAPS THEY POSSESS SOMETHING WE 7
MIGHT RECOGNIZE AS FREE WILL; PERHAPS NOT.

NAVTRRAN NOW TWO OF THEM
NN \ TAKE WING. 7

THEY FLY TOGETHER
IN PERFECT UNISON,
SHINNG WINGS
BEARING THEM
EFFORTLESSLY
ACROSSTHE VOID.

TOGETHER THEY GOAR:
ABANDON THE SILVER
CITY, ABANDON THEIR
CONTEMPLATION.

FALLNG
TOWARD?
THE WORLP.




TIME WILL BE ° BE IN THRALL TOA

FALLEN ANGEL .

NO LONGER SHALL WE

BE VASSALS OF SOME
SHIFTING

‘ TRIUMVIRATE.

BUT THIS NO LONGER WILLWE
PIFFERENT! %

'3

]
W‘ A

WE ARE
YESTERDAY, WE
OUTCASTS! % WERE CREATURES
OF HELL. TOPAY WE

W’;E" 3;5 THE o N | ARE HOMELESS,

BANISHED TO THIS

I

. .\. -
}f '
W .

OH GLORIOUS TOMORROW!
--TOMORROW WE SHALL
HAVE HELL AGAIN AS
OUR POMAIN.

BROTHERS. S/STERS .
OTHERS. ALL OF US, ATTHIG
MOMENT, IN 7H/S OUR TROUGH
OF PESPAIR, |TMAY SEEM LIKE
THE GREATEST SETBACK WE
HAVE EVER EXPERIENCEP.

7HIS WILL BE ANEW HELL . A FORWARC-
LOOKING HELL, THAT RECOGNIZES

INCIVIPUAL WORTH ; IN WHICH A AEMON
CAN RAISE |T5 HEAD -- OR ANY OTHER
IMPORTANT MEMBER-- AHIGH, AND SAY :

116 15 AP

> "ANDNO ONE
16 EVER GOING TO
LS TAKE ITAWAY FROM
ME AGAIN.”

AZAZEL!
N AZAZEL!
A AZAZEL!



70PAY, 1 WILL GO
TO THE PREAM-KING,
ANP I WILL PEMANZ
HE GIVE US--RETURN
TO Us-- THE LANLZ THAT
IS RIGHTFULLY OURS,

ANDP I
WILL NOT GO
ALONE.

WITH ME WILL GO THE MERKIN-- GHE
WHOSE WOMB SPAWNS SPIDERS. THE ¢
MERKIN HAS BEEN MY A/CE IN WAR AND

SHE WILL BE l'

INVALUABLE IN CONVINCING }
THE PREAM MASTER OF THE
d. WISPDOM OF ouR cAsE.

p BEING, AFTER
ALL.

AN CHORONZON --ONCE A CREATURE OF
BEELZEBUBS-- AND MOST FOULLY BETRAYEL BY

™

UNTIL THE
END OF 7IME,
PRINCE AZAZEL

SN'T THAT  §
RIGHT, LITTLE ¢
6& NADAZ

THE ZREAM-CREATURE
WILL oF colR6E ACCEDE
TO OUR WISHES. HE MusT
SEE THAT HELL 15 QURS BY
RIGHT! HE MIST RETURN
OUR LANDS TO US.

P> BUT IFHE FAILS
70 SEE REASON, WE
HAVE SOMETHING TO
HELP HI MAKE P
HIS MIND.




MATTHEW. WELCOME BACK.

WHAT NEWS 2

OF THE BUSSZ
NOTHING REALLY. HES
S77LL HIDING QUT IN 4

HIS SUITE IN THE
; CASTLE. © e
et
HE WON'T 7ALK TG
ANYONE. NOTEVEN

ME.

HMPH. HES
LIKE A LITTLE

| For-AND HEL MOVED THE §

\ CASTLE TO THE TOP OF
MOUNTAIN.
HE'S EXPECTING
UNWELCOME V/5(TORS,
THEN. HE ONLY DOES THAT
WHEN HE'S FEELING
ANTI-SOCIAL.

W NO. BUT YOU HAVE
NOT BEEN WITH US LONG,
LITTLE RAVEN. HE GETS
BLACKMOOPS ON HIM
SOMETIMES,

WORSE THAN THIS
ONE SOUNDS. MUCH
WORSE.

P TN SURE THIS WILL
SORT [TSELFOUT. THESE BB
THINGS USUALLY 0O. 4

& THERE ANYTHING
WE CAN PO Z

OF COURSE,
MY PARLING .



WE HAVE VISITORS.

AT THE GATE .

MY LORD,
THERE ARE

XN \ Tell them...fogoaway. Iam ¢~
S r'ecilsv!r gs: ors.,.at { J
i ~S=1

'—‘Lfm ﬁﬂp}m




BUT THEY ARE ENVOXS,
MY LORP. T RECOGNIZE A
FEW OF THEM. SOME HAVE
BEEN HERE BEFORE --
AS HONORED GUESTS.

SOME OF THEM ARE
GorS, ALL OF THEM ARE
fn_ PUISSANT.

WE GATEKEEPERS
CANNOT KEEP THEM ALL
OUT, SHOULD THEY TAKE IT

TO FORCE THEIR WAY /N.

NOT UNLESS
YOU LEND US POWER,
LORP.

You LEND Us
STRENGTH. ..




NN

. TELL YOU AGAIN, IF B £ ’

You Po NOTOPEN THIS
FARTSUCKING POOR, THEN

MY HAMMER MJOLLNIR WILL [ \
SMASH ITINTO TOOTH- ! 7 | H
PlCKS! HAH /! , > “apo .nb : ! |
i @ y |
N Z AM THE @ On ‘ [l
MIGHTY THOR! i : | —
P, Z B, =
. —‘i? - —
e ' > -
= X% (@
- 1 N; z i .
spel = |
-““ /
X ==
B yé-Jy \\ =
L'
T HAVE SPOKEN TO MY
LORD. HE APOLOGIZES FOR f
THE PELAY, AND BIDS YouU : o
ALL WELCOME. 2
. | & HewiLLGrEET L .
' You IN His THRONE )| T I (1
L1 L | Roaa‘". e r WA iy N ||
\;lln- LA i 1 \||'|‘l 4 ' \\
i ¢ EVER, . J - |
AND ANNOUNCE
YOURGELVES. fi

}IJM}J




T AM OPIN ALL-FATHER, OF THE AES/R. WITH ME
ARE MY SON THOR, OF THE AESIR, AND LOK/ £KY-
WALKER--THE CHILDP OF GIANTS, BUT AES/R
BY RIGHT OF BLOOD-BROTHERHOOP .

WE SEEK THE KEY
TOHELL.

T AM ANUBIS, )

LORD OF THE
PeAD OF THE NILE
DELTA. WITH/ME
AR€ BAST, LADY
OF <AT$, AND B€5,

A HOUSEHOLD
DEITY.
WE S€€K THE
GRANT OF THE

LAND THAT WAS
ONKE LUC/IFER'S.

AoHis srame, His one
16 SUSANO-O-NO-MIKOTO,
VHIG BRAVE SWIFT IMPETLIOUS MALE
AUGUSTNESS, " SON OF IZANAGI,
1HIG AUGUSTNESS THE MALE
WHO INVITES ” THIS ONE
COMES ALONE.

1rere I A pIsCUSSION
THAT MIGHT BE HAD AT SOME POINT,
CONCERNING TERR/TORY

I AWM AZAZEL, FORMERLY A PRINCE OF HELL .
WITH ME ARE THE MERKIN, MOTHER OF SPIPERS,
ANP CHORONZON, ONCE A PULKE OF THE
E/GHTH CIRCLE.

WE SEEK
THE RETURN OF




AR

I HAVE THE
HONOR TO BE THE
PERSONAL S§LAVE OF
LORC KILDERKIN; A

MANIFESTATION OF ORPER,
HERE INCARNATEL FOR
Us IN THE FORM OF
THI& CARPBOARD
BOX.

HE, 700, WISHES TO
D666 THE DISPOSAL
OF THE REALM THAT WAS
ONCE LUCIFER'S,

I 18 SHIVERING JEMMY

OF THE SHALLOW BRIGAPE,
ANP 1 |5 A PRINCESS OF
CHAOS, ANP T 1S VERY
IMPORTANT, ANC WE
WANTS HELL 720

)

THAT S




U T welcome you o the Heart of the Dreaming. ® you all, or almost a|l, seek the same =
<2 T extend my hospitality 1o you all. ) )ging:fihis key, and what it represenfs‘:?

i /:-,___
+S” Suites for you are being prepared
and your wiches re ar'dig?:ﬂoﬁ‘ishﬁ‘lenf
2nd recreation will'be cafered for, J'\S/

insofar as we are able fo provide.

i 5~
- :*:‘. \3}\ ,4

The empty
Hell thatonce
was Lucifer’s.

Y " But you have &)
Journeﬁed far 10§}
come herethis §;

Mday' N

You will be shown 1o your rooms .
Tonight there will be a bang;e‘h r
you, and fon any others whoé may
arrive betimes.

5.

And fomorrow...

[
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