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DRAW THE
§  SMOKE INTO MY
| LUNGS, EXTRACT
| THE NICOTINE

AND THE TAR . Z

IT DOESN'T po

ANYTHING FOR Z
| ME, BUTT LIKE Z

THE SMOKE.

.\
NAN NN
ANTERN FEIARRRRRRIAN

R\

T SMOKE A
CIGARETTE, AND
PRETEND T'M

I LIKE THE ASH. THE WAY ITFALLS. &5
I} I LIKE BREATHING OUT THE SMOKE. |p

KE SMOKING
CIGARETTES. ITS
SOMETHING NORMAL
PEOPLE PO.




MULLIGAN 2 ITS
ME . BLACKWELL .

OH. HELLO,RAINIE.
WHATS NEWZ YOLI BEEN §
OUT RECENTLY?Z :

P MULLIGAN, I'M
REALLY DEPRESSED,

YESTERDAY, T JUST :
STARTED CRYNG, AND I =N =SS :
COULDN'T STOP ANP 1 ==} SORRY To LAY THIE ALL

JUST%RIECL;?;;'CRED / Z = Ui, MULLIGAN . BUT YOU' RE

A : ' VLY PERSON T'VE GOT.

16 My cHECK ON THE WAY I, UM. I SUPPOSE \

THIS MONTH, MLILLIGANZ T 1 FORGOT. YOU'VE SEEN THE PHOTOS,
THINK IT MUST BE LATE. - - HAVEN'T YOUZ INMY FILEZ
ITS THE ONLY MAIL I GET, MULLIGAN 7

EXCEPT FOR JUNK MAIL . WHAT po Youl
KEZ

I CAN Look
LIKE THAT AMOW,
MULLIGAN. I CAN
EVEN FEEL LIK
FLESH, cO You

YOUR CHECK POESN'T
\ ALMOST COULDN'T

GO OUT TILL THE LAST
WEDNESDAY IN THE MONTH,
RAINIE. You sHOULP i
KNOW THAT BY AOW. RABOE. Sopley =
. NORMAL, T GUESS,
BROWN HAIR. BROWN :
EYES. FIVE FOOT ) NOT A GOOP IDEA, RAINIE . &
£ YOU KNOW COMPANY POLICY.

b TEN. HOw ABOLIT YOUZ
“\\‘h"'-,l m il I.




1 GOTTA GET BACK TO
WORK, RAINIE. YOU'RE NOT
THE ONLY VET I GOTTA PEAL

WITH. ANP I'M PROCESSING

CHECKS THIS AFTERNOON.

YOU NEXT WEEK,
MULLIGAN.

I SHOLILDN'T HAVE PHONED HIM. NOoW
I CAN'T PHONE HIM FOR ANCTHER

WEEK. I OUGHT TO HAVE WAITED.,

PUT ITOFF UNTIL AFTER LUNCH.

MAYBE HE'D HAVE TALKED TO ME

LONGER, AFTER LUNCH.
>~

s i : ] i

WHAT IF THEY OMASHT
MEZ THEY'D GETMAZ. |
THEY'Z KNMOW IT MAS ME.
THEY'D CUT MY PISABILITY
PENSION. JUSTCUT IT
KE 7HAT.
60 UP THERE L _

| 50ME NIGHT AND ‘ !lm 7

ONE WouLP |
TALK TOME

ANCMULLISANS ALL T'VE GOT g
LEFT OF THE COMPANY. ’

SER——




OH GoD.

Fi

S\

PUTON A
BRAVE FACE.

IT's JusT A
TELEPHONE

7




15 LIRANIA
BLACKWELL
THERE?Z

V TRIANGLE? HES STILL IN THE
COMPANY Z ARE YoL/'Z SsTILL
ACTIVE, T MEANZ

SURE. 1,
UH, HEAR
You've

LEFT.

IS SHE. WH-WHO

16 THIGZ

RAINEZ THIS |6
PELLA. PELLA KARIAKIS.
BUT I WASDELLA

POTTER WHEN You

KNEW ME.

YEAH. LISTEN, RAINIE, COULDP T

SEE YOUZ FOR LUNCH OR

SOMETHING 2 |F YOU'RE NOT
POING ANYTHINGZ

GREAT. HOW
TUESLAY. T
KNOW-- THE ITA
THE MALL.

PELLAZ 1 HAVEN'T SEEN
YOU SINCE ., WHENZ FIVE &
YEARS AG

NOT SINCE THE CRYPTOGRAPHY
CQOURGE IN OREGON. 1 6OT YOUR

B PHONE NUMBER FROM TRIANGLE.

HE DUG IT OUT OF ARCHIVE
FOR ME.

GREAT. T'LL
SEE YOU THERE,
THEN. CIAO.




T HATE MAKING FACES. |
THEY GIVE ME PREAMS.

- —pm—— - TS

8 ZAC DREAMS I CAN COPE
WITH. THEY'RE JusT NIGHT-
4 MARES, AND THEY ENC
EVENTUALLY.

THE 7ERRIBLE DREAMS ARE ’4
A

A T ONLY HAVE TWO KINDSO
DREAMS: THE BAL AND THE
TERR/BLE.

THE GOCP PREANS. Z

s o

IN MY TERRIBLE DREAME, EVERY -
THINGS FINE. TM STILL WITH THE
COMPANY. 1 STILL LOOK LIKE
ME. NONE OF THE LAST FIVE
YEARGS EVER HAPPENEL.

SOMETIMES I'M MARRIEL. ONCE I
EVEN HAD KPS, I EVEN KNEW THEIR
NAMES, EVERYTHING'S WONPERFL/L
AND NORMAL AND FINE .

ANP THEN I WAKE
LP. ANP I'M STILL ME,

ANP IWM STILL HERE.

l
AND THAT (6 7ruty TerriBLE . [

e

- m— a-.-.-—ﬂarr:
e
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B AND 7418 DREAM 2

RAINIE, \N THAT
TOMB'S THE POOCHICKEY
THAT TURNED REX MASON

D ¢ o
E ?\ \ ==
YOU'RE GOING N\ & &
INTO A SUPER-MAN. __ N,

/N THERE A TOP \ .
COMPANY OFFICER . ‘g =
BUT YOU'RE GOING TO
COME OUT AN AMERICAN

SUPER-WOMAN. FOR
. UNCLES, TRIANGLE . R
LINCLE SAM. e Pio 12 X

m - s \/ 'f.;“;\ :‘\l

FROM MY SENILE SPITTLE ANP s
FROM THE DLIST, HUMANKIND WAS y
{REATED TO WALK THE €ARTH, ANP

IN MY PREAM THE TOME
POESN'T SMELL OF
ANYTHING.
i —
THE LAST TIME I CAME /
DOWN HERE IT SMELLEL [l
OF pUST, AND OF PEATH.

Y-

COME TO M€, Y\
? |

DAUGHTER. )'J
) N

SN

A\

iy by

N

I AM RA. I AMTHE SLIN,
WHO IS LIF€. I AM HE WHO I$
BORN A <HILD €VERY MORN,
AND DI€5, AN OLD MAN, AT

NIGHTFALL.




|» St S ——— :
B I TRY TO SHOLT AT HIM, TELL Him
WRAE T CON'T WANT HIS GIFT, I WANT TO
RENN BE NORMAL, THAT I'VE CHANGED

o IFALEC T

SEe- CION'T STOP |

,;& HAPPENING.
| ——————

EVEN IN MYPREAMS.
k| EVEN IN WY AREAMS
{ I CAN'T WiN.

AND MORTAL (LAY
<AN AID M€ IN MY
CEASELESS BATTLE WITH

APEP, THE GREAT

SERPENT.

P THe BRAVE  ©
ONES WHO 564K
MY SIFT,.,

\Y | %
/f‘/ //??*4’/ 73] 1 JUST WENT WHERE T
\4 f//;////%, = WAS ToLD To, DID WHAT
(,‘ /M,//;x- y, Ims ASKED.




T o [ " r
=Gl -F'.i::-}#'.l.'\_u:. oy IS %
A Ir T .-"'"‘--.._‘_r’:
YOU'D THINK, IF YOU CAN TURN RN i
YOURGELF INTOANYTHING, THE Pz~ 10 g
EAGIEST THING IN THE WORLLD ; % \
WOULD BE TO TRANGMUTE .
YOURSELF INTO FLESH. RIGHT2 il
— o L ':'{ 4 P
S| . \ : )
—— B / 3
= i /3 >
Rl = ;7 =N N Ao You can use THE
Rl — E 7 EMPTY FACES, FOR
il = ; USEFLIL THINGS
@' & - THINGS NORMAL PEOPLE HAVE.
A &
K‘"—_‘l
\ . \¥ ™ f‘-— | 3% -.‘;.2." b
i % :
¥ [ 1 iEC ITONCE.
NEVER AGAIN.
[ 1 couonT GeT RIDOF
THE SMELL FOR WEEKS.
|
ROTTEN MEAT.
SILICATE FACEG ARE EASIER TO
MANAGE. OKAY, IT HARDENS .1
EVENTUALLY, AND FALLS OFF IT LOOKS FINE AS
AFTER A DAY OR 5O. 1 LonG As Nogooy [
ll  7oucHes T '-

[l L . a2

e S R S T

8 EVERYTHING ELSE, You | PR YOL! CAN COVER UP 6O MUCH. n I

JUST COVER UIP.

OKAY, RAINIE. TIME

-
il TO FACE THE WORLD




— — . . . com—  —

YOU LOOK INCREDIBLE, HON!

You HAVEN'T AGED A 6INGLE

DAY! YOU MUST TELL ME
YOUR SECRET.

UH. HLDELLA . 16
THERE AN AGHTRAY 2 _

I'M AFRAID THIG
16 A NON-GMOKING
RESTAURANT, MA‘AM. £

RAINIE. AREN'T YOU GOING
TO TAKE OFF YOUR GLOVES 2

I'VEGOTA
SKIN PISEASE . |TG WHY
I HAP TO LEAVE THE

i\

TAGLIATELLE VERDI, AND A
GREEN SALAP. YOGURT
DRESSING.

UH. 5PAGHETTI
BOLOGNESE.
PLEASE.

V...GURE. TM STILL A COMPANY
OFFICER. T'M IN SIGNALS.
WHAT ARE You/ DOING
THESE DAYS 2




THE REAGON I WANTED TO TALK TO You
|6 THAT YOU'RE A FRIENG, RAINIE. AND
YOoU AREN'T COMPANY.

THERE'S NOONEIN CIA \— — »

ICAN TALK TO. IT--IT'S e -
NOTHING BAP. /
IT@T / / ] L
JusT THAT I'M / - = )
PRESNANT. ﬁ;‘“"
4 ;
’ “/
! <

THE PATHER-- WELL, WE'RE REALLY IN
LOVE, BUT HES IN ANCTHER DEPARTMENT.
CO-INTEL-PROP. AND HES STILL
MARRIED.

TO KEEP THIS
QUIET UNTIL

BUT IF I DION'T TELL SOMEONE 1'0 BLIRST.

JUST EXPLOPE. AND YOU'RE MY OLDEST FRIEND,

AND YOU'RE NOT STRICTLY COMPANY ANY
MORE, BUT...

1...I HARPLY EVER TALK TO ANYONE.
1 WON'T TELL ANYBODY.

OH GOoP! RANIE --
LOOK AT THEM! NOW,
THAT'S GOMETHING
THAT FREAKS ME OUIT.
I'M THIRTY-S/X, ANC
THIG I6 MY FIRST BABY.
A WHAT IF IT'G LIKE THEMZ

7

THEY'RE JUST PEOPLE,
DELLA. THEY AREN'T

ITs NOT THAT I'VE
GOT ANYTHING AGAINET
THEM. ITG JUST THAT

THEY MAKE MY SKIN
- CRAWL .




L1} BN

60, I DUNNO. Il
WHAT po You! |

THINK I sHouLD §
PO, RAINIEZ2

\ I MEAN-- AWl
>RAINIE? ‘

WHAT'S WRONG

WITH YOUR J

.. UH, 16 YOUR
FRIEND ALL




1 MUST HAVE
LEFT MY PURGE IN
TH




244072 MULLIGAN, NO! HE HAS TOBE \ =
PLEASE. THERE! HE MLST
/ BE THERE !

SORRY, MA'AM,
MISTER MULLIGAN HAS
BEEN TRANGFERREC TO

ANOTHER EPARTMENT.

—

TELL HIM |T'S
ME. LIRAN/A
BLACKWELL. PLEAGE.
IHAVETOTALK TO
HIM. PLEASEZ
LOOK, JUST--

SORRY, MA'AM, OFFICER
MULLIGAN 16 NO LONGER HERE.

IR CAN ANYBOPY ELSE HELP Youz ‘

B WHAT AM T STILL
WEARING THIS SHIT

ITHINK I

CRACKED
UPA LONG
TIME AGO.




—Saaa) ;
T'LL KILL MYSELF.
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P THE DOOR WAS
OPEN. T HEARD You
b CRYING.

You JusT
LOOKEP LIKE
YOU MIGHT NEED?
SOMEONE TO
JALK TO.

,_;..._-..W“"J = e _.___..:

ol

A\

SOMETIMES T ANAY. THEY'RE PROBABLY
HAVE 1O LOOK || PART OF ME. ' 3 NOT MAKING
NORMAL, AN I \

THEN 1 GROW




¥ NO. YOU'RE
MAKING SENSE.

| YOU PEOPLE

ALWAYE HOLDP ONTO
OLD IPENTITIES,
OLP FACES AND
MAGKS, LONG AFTER
THEY'VE SERVED
THEIR PURPOSE .

BUT Yol'VeE
GOT TOLEARN TO
THROW THINGG AWAY

EVENTUALLY.

IT--ITS JUHJUST WHUWHAT YUHYou
SUHBAID A--ABOUT THROWING
THINGS AWAY...

I WANT TO
DIE. I WANT TO
KUH-K/LL

ITE NOT THAT I'M TOO SCARELP
TO KILL MYSELF.

I--TM sCAREP OF
LOTS OF THINGS.

I'M SCARED OF NOISES IN
THE NIGHT-TIME, SCARED OF
TELEPHONES AND CLOSED POORS,
SCARED OF PEOPLE.,. SCARED

OF EVERYTHING.,




T'VE BEEN THINKING ABOUT IT FOR
S0 LONG, NOW. I CAN'T SLASH MY
NRISTE--T PON'T HAVE ANY BLOOE,

WHEN T WAS AT HIGH SCHOOL

A KIP SHUT HIMSELF IN A GARAGE,

00K SLEEPING PILLG, CLIMBED N

“MAYBE I COULP SIT AT GROUND
ZERO OF ANUCLEAR TEST-- IF
I COULP FING ONE .

Pl “PERHAPS T'7 BE RAPIOACTIVE |\
@l FOR ALWAYS,, BUT T'D SURVIVE.”

S il TR

TIWANT IT Y IDON'T
TOSTOP. ., KNOW HOW TO

*T CAN'T DO THAT. CARBON MONOKIPES
ANOTHER GAS, TO ME.

THEN NO ONE
WOLILD EVER WANT
TO TALK TOME ..

" How DI THAT ' SUICIDE 18] ‘

SOMS GO? FROM  PAINLESS ...IT
THAT TVSHOWZ_  BRINGS ON MANY,
CHANGES. . ANOP

@\ 7 CAN TAKE

LEAVE [T..s

I CAN'T SHOOT MYSELF. A
BULLET WOULPN'T DO ANY

ISN'T IT PUMBZ ALL OVER THE
WORLD, PEOPLE RUNNING AROUND
TRYING NOT TO PIEZ

HANGING ON TO LIFE ¥
LIKE GRIM PEATH.

AND T WANT TO 8
DIE. AND I CAN'T.




BUT--HOW po You
ANOW THAT 2 THERE
WAS NOBOPY THERE .
ONLY REX ANPME.

NO ONE ELSE.

IT NOT 7HAT BAD, RAINIE . EVEN THE
METAMORPHAE DIE EVENTUALLY--
HEY, LIGTEN, EVENTUALLY EVERY-
THING DIES.

IT JUST TAKES A L/TTLE BIT

LONGER FOR YOoU 6UYE. BUT SOONER

COLLAPSES--

“HE WAS THAT ROMAN
CENTURION--A METAMORPH,
LIKE YOU. HE WAS ONLY
2,000 YEARS OLE, ANC

()Es. I THINK I DO,

p YOU'VE COME
FOR ME 2 BLESSED,
MERCIFUL DEATH. YOU'VE
COME TOMAKE ITALL
e1oP2?




NO. 1 HAVEN'T COME
FOR YOU, RAINIE.

THERE WAS A
WOMAN LIPSTAIRS,
CHANGING THE
LIGHT BULB IN
HER KID%E ROOM .

LIKE I SAIP: I WAS ;

PASSING ANP 1T HEARP YOU '}

CRYING, AND, WELL, THE
DOOK WAS OPEN

i

RAINIE, IN WEST AFRICA
A SMALL VILLAGE |5 BENG
MASSACRED BY MERCENARIES,
IN PAY OF THEIR OWN
GOVERNMENT. ITM THERE.

I'M IN CARS ANP BOATS AN PLANES;
. IN HOSPITALS ANP FORESTS AND ABATTOIRS,

ANYWAY: TM NOT BLESSED, OR
MERCIFUL. I'M JUSTME. I'VE GOT
A o8 10 PO, AND I PO IT.

FOR SOME FOLKS DEATH I A
RELEASE, AND FOR OTHERE DEATH
15 AN ABOMINATION, A TERRIBLE
THING.

LIGTEN: EVEN AS WE'RE
TALKING, I'M THERE FOROLD
AND YOUING, INNOCENT AND?
GUILTY, THOSE WHO DIE

TOGETHER AND THOSE BUT IN THE
WHO PIE ALONE. ENGZ IT'M THERE
FOR ALL OF

THEM.
N

IN THE FARTHEST REACHES
OF A DISTANT GALAXY, A PLANET
16 BEING RIPPED APART BY
INTERNAL STRESSES; THE PLANET
WAS THE HOME OF MANY CRYGTAL

INTELLIGENCES, CALM AND

FINE ANP BEAUTIFUL. T AM

THERE AS WELL .

I'M IN ALL THOSE PLACES, AND
I'M ALSO HERE, TALKING TO YOU.

BUT... TMNOT
YOUR DEATH.

WHEN THE FIRST LIVING THING
EXISTED, I WAS THERE, WAITING.
LNPERSTOOP

BUT—ARE

You SAYING
You Wow'r
HELPMEZ IS
THAT WHAT
YOU'RE SAYING?
THAT I'VE GOT
ANOTHER TWC
THOUSAND YEARS
OF BEING A
FREAKZ

WHEN THE LAST LIVING THING
PIES, MY JOB WILL BE FINIGHEZ,

T'LL PUT THE CHAIRE ON THE
TABLES, TLIRN OUT THE L/GHTS
AND LOCK THE LUNIVERSE BEHIND




/ You MAKE YOUR
OWN HELL, RAINIE.

YOU'LL KiLL MEZ
TAKE MY LIFE Z BIVE ME
OBLIVION & '

HMM.~ RAINIE, MYTHOLOGIES TAKE
LONGER TO DIE THAN PEOPLE
BELIEVE. THEY LINGER ON IN
A KIND OF PREAM COLINTRY
THAT AFFECTS ALL OF YOU,_4

WHATCO YOU i
KNOW ABOUT RAZ

SUNGOP. IN
ANCIENT
EGYPT.

OKAY. I'LL HELP YoU. IF THAT'S

>_WHAT YOU WANT.

THATS WHAT
I GET FORGETTING
IMVOLVED.

YOUR LIFE 16
YOUR OWN, RAINIE .
L0 |6 YOUR PEATH, 7

YEAH. THATS RIGHT. ITE HIS NEVER-ENDING BATTLE
AGAINST APEF, THE SERPENT THAT 4
HEL SEEN SETTER NEVER DIES. -
DAY6. HE ETILL KEEPS iz —s
BRINGING THE METAMORPHAE Yy DUMB. 1 7TOLZ HIM, "THE

INTO EXIGTENCE, EVEN THOUGH GERPENT THAT NEVER PIES 16 PEAP.

THE BATTLE YOUR KNP

FOUGHT FINISHEP
AGES AGO.

IF YOU REALLY WANT
10 ENP THIS LIFE, RAINIE,
You OUGHT 10 TALK
TO MM,




7ALK TOHIM?Z OH, HONESTLY.
BUT HE'S IN E&YPT. |TS LIKE TALKING
1CAN'T o TO TO A WALL...
EGYPT. I..s

BUT ASK
POLITELY.

HE SPOKE TOME.
PIP You HEAR THAT?Z
HE ACTUALLY $POKE

THE ORB OF RA. HES A SUN GOL, RANIE.

ITS NOTONLY IN r—
‘ HES THE SUN. WELL,

GORT OF. ONE OF THEM.

7 Hes ouT THERE
RIGHT NOW, RAINIE .
GEEZ TALK TO HIM

) BEFORE HE SETS

PLEAGE, SIR--I PON'TWIANT| | LOOK AT YOL/7 YOU WANT
TO BE ME. THANK YOU FOR ME TO LOOK AT YO/ Z
MAKING ME SPECIAL, BUT
T PON'T WANT TO BE SPECIAL. BUT YoU MUSTN'T.
. You MUSTN'T LOOK AT
THE SUN ...




1 NEVER el THe suw. 116 JusT A mAsk IR

REALIZED R 700. AND THE FACE
- BEHING IT...




HAVE FUN,
RAINIE .

YOuU WANT
RAINIEZSHE'S |
GONE AWAY,I'M |

AFRAIC. e

WHERE |5 SHE Now2 I WOULDPN'T ).

LIKE TO SAY FOR CERTAIN.

NO. GHES NOT LIVINS
HERE ANY LONGER .

NGO MISTERMULLIGAN . I REALLY
CAN'T GET A MESSAGE TO HER.

SORRY I COULN'T

HELP ANY.




