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Bone Women Before Pephos

by Loretta Casteen
By Eliot Fintushel
12 December 2005

8 January 2007

It starts again. The baby
"What | wanna wake up and see begins to cough and choke.

ugly?"—Redd Foxx Locked Doors

Hildy loved me bad. Pudding of awoman, th . )

mo?))rls behind her cheaters v?/axed for the eby Stephanie Burgis

love of me. She blested after me, udders 1 January 2007

wagging, tongue lolling, buttocks dimpling,

attended by flies. Shewasal armpit hair and You can never |et anyone
thigh flesh. The cheaters, thick ashog's suspect, hismother told
hooves, did, did down her nosg, till arrested  him. That wasthefirst rule
by the bump. She nudged themwithafat ~ shetaught him, and thelast,
finger, then grinned. She wrote me love notes.before sheleft him here

| let her vist me up a the A-framewherel  donewith It.

lived with Matt and Al. Matt: laconic,
tight-muscled, trim asabull'spizzle. Al:
electric, dight, Szzle skip on the hot griddle of

hislibido, all eye and brow. They hated her = Mettnew Johnson

being there. Her mouth foamed with 18 December 2006
abashment—she spoke, she didn't spesk:

ecstasiesof impossiblelove. Donteverlet  Paeashewas, it was hard
that person come here again, they'd tell me.  to believe hewould never
She haunted the window seet and the fridge  risefromthisbed. Evenin
nook. Sheleft theimprint of her navel inthe  the darkest times, she had
screen door. Bowl-like, it was, like the sag in never redly feared for him;
acakefdlenin. Shemumbled haf to hersdlf, he had aways been strong,
haf to me, bardly daring to exist, much lessto SO strong.

love, much lessto love me.

Heroic Measures

Love Among the Tdus

Themirror arestsme. | pull the hem of my )

shirt out of my pants, and | am deflated at the PY Elizabeth Bear

inflation of my belly. Seeit puddle over the 11 December 2006
beltline. Pouches and pannier bags of fat. |

am 56, and things are now an issue that never Nilufer raised her eyesto
s0 much as entered the consciousness of the  his, It was not what women
young man | usedto be—"things":i.e,my  did to men, but shewasa
girth. If atrim and pretty woman catchesmy  princess, and hewasonly a
regard, | havetolook at the geezer onher  pandit. "l want to be a

|€ft, at the child on her right, dissembling. Or I Witch," shesaid. "A Witch
screw up my eyes asif abstracted, sublime.  and not a Queen. | wish to

_ _ be not loved, but wise. Tell
But | had loads of capital back mtheA-frarneyour bandit lord. if he can

days. Why did | put up with Hildy?"Putup :

with?' Hell, | encouraged her. A friend of ﬁ:\slglfr? © thet, | might acoept
Hildy's reproached me: | kept her around to

flatter myself, she said. That's an odd thought. Archived Fiction Dating
How could | beflattered by acourtier like  back to 9/1/00

Hildy? And yet it sung meto hear it—asure

sgnof veracity. All thiswas shortly before my

suicide attempt. Did | keep her around out of
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