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J. R. Ritman




INTRODUCTION

It is certainly no coincidence that the sale of my private collection of illuminated
manuscripts, incunabula and early printed books to establish an ‘endowment
fund’ for the Bibliotheca Philosophica Hermetica takes place in the transitory
years 1999 to 2001, years which form a bridge towards the third millennium, a

major turning-point in time.

This same period has also produced two milestones in the library’s research
activities:

1: the exhibition ‘Marsilio Ficino e il ritorno di Ermete Trismegisto’ (Marsilio
Ficino and the return of Hermes Trismegistus), which ran in the Biblioteca
Medicea Laurenziana in Florence from 2 October 1999 to 8 January 2000. The
accompanying catalogue with the same title (326 pp., 2nd edition 2001)
appeared in October 1999 to mark the occasion.

2: preparations are in full swing for the sequel exhibition to be held at the
Biblioteca Marciana in Venice under the title ‘Presenza di Ermete Trismegisto: da
Bessarione ai Fratelli della Rosea et Aurea Croce’ (Presence of Hermes
Trismegistus: from Bessarion to the Brothers of the Rosy and Golden Cross),
which is planned from May to July 2002.

The Bibliotheca Philosophica Hermetica in Amsterdam and the Biblioteca
Marciana in Venice have selected some one hundred manuscripts and printed
works from their holdings. The exhibition and accompanying catalogue will
shed light on the theme of Hermetica, or the Hermetic tradition, from the time
Cardinal Bessarion donated his collection of manuscripts, which he had earlier
brought over from Byzantium, to the city of Venice in 1468. Significantly,
Bessarion had feared and announced the fall of Constantinople long before it
happened. His collection included major Hermetic works such as the Asclepius
and the Corpus Hermeticum, both of which incidentally were supplied with
indexes and numerous marginal annotations by Bessarion himself. Dr. C. Gilly,
head of the library’s research institute, the Ritman Institute, is collaborating with
some eight specialists in the field, including the director of the Biblioteca
Marciana, Dr. M. Zorzi, to provide commentaries and themes dealing with this
fascinating phenomenon in the cultural history of fifteenth-century Italy. The
above two initiatives throw new light on the Hermeric tradition, which
experienced a revival in the fifteenth century. The exhibition in Venice and the
accompanying catalogue will highlight the influence of this tradition on the
spiritual history of Europe into the eighteenth century.

The history of Western culture has taught that the eve of a new millennium in
particular is of great historical importance, invariably creating vast fields of
tension, leaving deep furrows within the fabric of social relations.



INTRODUCTION

Two thousand years ago, at the start of the Christian Era, a new cultural impetus
was born, which issued forth directly from the Hellenistic, Jewish and Egyptian
traditions, with Alexandria as its new cosmopolis. This impetus gave rise to a
new cultural component, in addition to philosophy and theology, which Prof.
Dr. G. Quispel, the Nestor of contemporary historical research into its sources,
has called the ‘Hermetic Christian gnosis’. Central to this highly advanced
cultural impetus is the Hermetic axioma ‘As above, so below’, symbolising the
relation between God, cosmos and man: God as the Creator, the cosmos as part
of revealed creation, and man as the inspired observer within the plan of
creation, together forming the trinity of Macrocosmos, Cosmos and
Microcosmos.

The Hermetic Christian gnosis serves as a model for the mystery of creation, in
which human perception is no longer arrested within the cycle of temporal-

spatial functioning of the senses, with its closed framework of birth — life —
death.

The personal quest which 1, as founder of the Bibliotheca Philosophica
Hermetica have undertaken, was to study the texts of the classical representatives
of scholastic thought and the possible influence of Hermetic and Platonic texts
on these thinkers; and to study the ways in which the texts of these scholastic
thinkers principally deviate from the human freedom of religion and
autonomous perception on the basis of an authentic core of faith and free will.
To me this is where the kernel of a classical betrayal lies, in which man was made
all too dependent on, and subject to, the dogmas which religion and science
prescribed as axiomatic for human existence.

The motivating force behind the Renaissance ideal of the Platonic Academy of
Florence and its source of inspiration for Marsilio Ficino, translator of the
complete works of Plato and of the Corpus Hermeticum of Hermes Trismegistus,
was the restoration of the classical world picture of the way of Hermes, a way
which would reinstate the original creative thought, the great Plan of God. Or,
in the words of Heraclitus: ‘Panta Ref’, everything flows. The divine creative
force is the moving force in the universe.

In the fifteenth century there was a first philosophical questioning of one of the
corner-stones of the combined powers of church and state, the defence of the
closed geocentric world picture as posited by the Greek philosopher Aristotle and
established by the astronomer Ptolemy. In this world picture the earth was the
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centre of the surrounding planets and the centre of the zodiac. The hierarchic
power of the Church envisaged itself as the representative organ of a nine-fold
hierarchic system, with the familiar threefold subdivision of the three hierarchies
per aspect:

The Seraphim — the Cherubim — the Thrones
The Dominions — the Powers — the Virtues
The Principalities — the Archangels — the Angels

leading to the highest heavens, the seat of the divine trinity, with Faith as the
absolute dogma.

The Ratio, based on the five-fold sensory perception of Aristotle, and the Religio
of the closed religious world picture, having sinful mortal man, who is
threatened with hell and damnation, as its base, in the past two thousand years
produced a delusion which relies on man’s dependence on the order of Faith and
Reason.

In 1487 one of the prominent representatives of the Platonic Hermetic Academy
of Florence, Pico della Mirandola, wrote the Oratio de hominis dignitate —
Oration on Human Dignity — which alludes to a saying of Hermes Trismegistus:
‘Man, Oh Asclepius, is a great miracle’. Pico continues to say:

And finally the Supreme Maker decreed that this creature, to whom He could give nothing wholly
his own, should have a share in the particular endowment of every other creature. Taking man,
therefore, this creature of indeterminate image, He set him in the middle of the world and thus
spoke to him: “We have given you, O Adam, no visage proper to yourself, nor endowment properly
your own, in order that whatever place, whatever form, whatever gifts you may, with
premeditation, select, these same you may have and possess through your own judgement and
decision. The nature of all other creatures is defined and restricted within laws which We have laid
down; you, by contrast, impeded by no such restrictions, may, by your own free will, to whose
custody We have assigned you, trace for yourself the lineaments of your own nature. I have placed
you at the very center of the world, so that from that vantage point you may with greater ease
glance round about you on all that the world contains. We have made you a creature neither of
heaven nor of earth, neither mortal nor immortal, in order that you may, as the free and proud
shaper of your own being, fashion yourself in the form you may prefer. It will be in your power to
descend to the lower, brutish forms of life; you will be able, through your own decision, to rise

again to the superior orders whose life is divine.’
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Oh unsurpassed generosity of God the Father, Oh wondrous and unsurpassable felicity of man, to
whom it is granted to have what he chooses, to be what he wills to be! The brutes, from the
moment of their birth, bring with them, as Lucilius says, from their mother’s womb’ all that they
will ever possess. The highest spiritual beings were, from the very moment of creation, or soon
thereafter, fixed in the mode of being which would be theirs through measureless eternities. But
upon man, at the moment of his creation, God bestowed seeds pregnant with all possibilities, the
germs of every form of life. Whichever of these a man shall cultivate, the same will mature and
bear fruit in him. If vegetative, he will become a plant; if sensual, he will become brutish; if
rational, he will reveal himself a heavenly being; if intellectual, he will be an angel and the son of
God. And if, dissatisfied with the lot of all creatures, he should recollect himself into the center of
his own unity, he will there become one spirit with God, in the solitary darkness of the Father,

Who is set above all things, himself transcend all creatures.

The Renaissance ideal, in which man is a paragon, a creature endowed with
spirit and soul, has great currency and is of great significance for the future of the
human race. This ideal can present a new direction and a new beacon in the
history of mankind. The great natural disasters threatening the existence of our
planet, the great human catastrophes which are caused by the uncontrolled
aggression of wars and world terrorism, more than ever urge us to learn to
fathom the meaning of human existence. Man must once more pose the classical
question already presented in the seventeenth-century manifestos of the
Rosicrucians, namely ‘why is he called Man, even Microcosm?’.

When in August 1999 I regained full control of the works from the hermetic
treasure-house which is the Bibliotheca Philosophica Hermetica, I decided to
develop this spiritual capital once more in a modern, dynamic way. This spiritual
capital, in the form of more than 600 manuscripts, 400 incunabula, 5,000 books
printed before 1800 and 12,000 books printed after 1800 in the fields of
Hermetica, mysticism, alchemy and Rosicrucians and many related currents, was
listed under the Dutch Cultural Heritage Act on 25 November 1994.

The exhibition in the Biblioteca Medicea Laurenziana in Florence in October
1999 was a first initiative in this direction. The recently opened library complex
‘In de Rozenboom’, the expansion of the scholarly staff, and above all a solid
financial independent position have turned out to guarantee healthy growth,
allowing the continuation of all professional disciplines within the library. At this
moment the staff is engaged in some thirty international projects, which through
the links with the academic world, the major libraries and individual researchers,
stimulate cultural co-operation on an international scale.
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In the past forty years I have explored the fixed limits of what I should like to
term ‘the closed thinking, the closed world picture’, and I have decided to
distance myself from it. The resolve to anchor the focal point of ‘open thinking,
the Hermetica, as the central corner-stone of the Bibliotheca Philosophica
Hermetica, now leads me to offer the wonderful works presented in this
catalogue, inspite of the personal fascination which I, a bibliophile heart and
soul, entertain for them. In doing so, I intend to give pride of place to the
continuity of the Hermetic library founded by me.

The results of the three previous auctions of manuscripts and printed works from
my private collection in the past year and a half have shown that their historical,
scholarly and cultural significance within the world of collectors and academic
research has not been underestimated. The financial capital released by these
auctions will prove to be a sound basis for free and independent research into the
foundations of the third component within Western cultural history next to
philosophy and theology: the Hermetic Christian gnosis.

In addition to Religio and Ratio, it is now man’s task to pose himself the
fundamental question of the how and the why of the miracle that is ‘man’. And
so to arrive at Knowledge, in the sense of Gnosis, of which Hermes Trismegistus
says that the only evil amongst men is the lack of gnosis, the lack of knowledge
concerning God. That is not new, and where the ancient King-Priests who were
central to ancient civilisations, and the circles of philosophers and initiates
surrounding them, focussed on the principle ‘Life’, surely the time has now
arrived for modern society to present the future world population with a new
civilisation, which focusses on the reality of Body — Soul — Spirit.

One Hermetic saying runs as follows: ‘He who knows himself, knows the All’.

I wish the future owners of the works now offered for auction, works mainly
relating to the scholastic world and tradition, the same satisfaction which I have
personally experienced when acquiring these fine items in the past.

Finally I should like to express a personal word of thanks to Paul Quarrie and
Paul Needham, who, as a consultant for Sotheby’s, has given of his great
expertise, and has provided the indexes of both provenances and texts forming
part of the incunabula of both sales, which are appended to this volume.

Joost R. Ritman
Founder Bibliotheca Philosophica Hermetica



THE TEXTS OF INCUNABLES

The interest of collectors in the textual contents of rare books has, overall, never
been greater than it is today. We are far removed from the time when collectors
were charmed into purchases by the disingenuous sentimentalities of the Buxton
Forman — Gosse — T. J. Wise school, where the forged Reading Sonnets was
clothed in brightness by connecting it to pictures of Elizabeth Browning pushing
a packet of her verses into her husband’s coat pocket, then fleeing the room; or
leaving them on the ‘domestic table’ for him to discover; or, yet again, of their
being ‘slipped by the poetess into her husband’s hand’. This is not to say that
factors of taste and sentiment, difficult to define, do not play a role, and perhaps
the dominant role, in creating the enthusiasm which ambitious book collecting
depends on. But collectors as a whole, whether private or institutional — and the
dealers and auction houses that supply them — now test their emotions more
rigorously, and on a more consciously intellectual basis, than was the case as
recently as a quarter-century ago. The change of attitude on all sides is most
strikingly exemplified in such areas as history of mathematics, philosophy,
natural sciences, and engineering. When books in these areas are on offer,
collectors want to know in a reliable way what the text is, what its significance,
its influences and its own sources, its position within the matrix of learning of its
day. Research in these questions should enlarge constantly the perception of
what makes a book collectible; ideally, the high spots of a Printing and the Mind
of Man should gather about them, as our knowledge expands, a body of desirable
supporting texts that belongs naturally in their company. And of course, for any
serious collector, there must come a time when the high spots of PMM or of any
other selected list become irrelevant.

In the past quarter-century no collector of early printing, probably, has placed a
stronger and more original focus on the textual contents of his acquisitions than
J. R. Ritman. This has resulted in the formation of the Bibliotheca Philosophica
Hermetica in Amsterdam, an internationally famous and energetic library that
has become a centre for research in Neoplatonic, Hermetic and Rosicrucian
thought of a kind that never existed before. In view of this foundation interest in
the texts and textual significance of his books, it seems more than appropriate to
attempt to provide, in an extensive index to this catalogue, an analytic guide to
the textual contents of the approximately one hundred fifty incunables offered



both here and a year ago in the Sotheby’s sale of 6 December 2000 (the sales
designated as II and I respectively). Despite the masses of research on fifteenth-
century printing that have been carried from the age of Panzer and Hain down
to the present, no incunable catalogue has attempted to provide a full and
consistent record of the textual contents of the books it describes. The only
catalogue to set this goal as one of its briefs is still being eagerly awaited: that of
the Bodleian Library. As we wait for it, this smaller experiment may be allowable
as a discussion piece, so to speak.

The Author-Text index attempts to identify both authors and texts — two quite
different categories — in as concise and unambiguous a way as possible, citing for
each whatever reference works seem to provide the most precise, most useful,
and least ephemeral information. That, at least, is the ideal. The presence in
Ritman I and II of such complex compilations as the Aldine Aristotle, two of the
numerous incunable editions of the Opuscula of Augustine, and the largest of the
incunable collections of writings of Jerome, provide interesting test cases in the
practical difficulties of defining contents. For example, it is useful to draw a
distinction between making a list of texts, and engaging in source criticism of the
texts. In the Aldine Aristophanes, the preliminaries include a complex body of
supporting grammatical — metrical material which came down as part of the
early fourteenth-century Triclinian recension of Aristophanes’ plays. To dissect
too finely the constituents of that body of material would, in fact, disguise rather
than reveal what to Aldus and to contemporary readers would have been a single
text: in essence, the common introductory matter of the Greek tradition.

Here and in many other cases it is good to pay closest attention to the layouts of
the early editions, which give constant first-hand guidance on how the early
printers and editors organized their texts: what they considered preliminary or
paratextual matter, what they considered central texts; what they called their
texts, how they broke them into chapters and otherwise subdivided them. Even
those experienced in early printing may not realize how often the ‘standard’ titles
we give to incunable texts vary considerably from what the fifteenth-century
editions (and hence their readers) called them. Unless some positive connection
is drawn that the text called A (say in Hain, GW, Goff) is identical to the text
called B (in the actual incunables), there will be inevitable confusion. The



edition of Bonaventure’s Tractatus et libri quamplurimi in this sale includes the
treatise called De triplici via in all the standard incunable sources. However, it
seems that no incunable edition gave this name to the treatise. In the Tractatus et
libri quamplurimi, it is called variously Parvum bonum, Regimen conscientiae, and
Fons vitae. all names with a long manuscript tradition behind them. A text index
is the proper place to make such connections between standardized names, and
names in the editions as they were printed.

A major challenge to consistent treatment is pseudepigraphic or misattributed
texts. A glance at the index under Augustinus and Hieronymus shows
immediately that, in fact, for readers of the later fifteenth century, their pictures
of these great patristic authors were formed in large part by non-authentic
writings.

Augustine’s authentic Soliloguia was printed in the fifteenth century only one or
two times; the thirteenth-century compilation of the same title circulated under
his name was printed dozens of times. Both situations respond to the manuscript
tradition of the preceding generations of readers. Recent incunable catalogues
have often, in response to modern textual studies, moved such disputed texts
bodily, so to speak, from a traditional author assignment (according to the
treatment of Hain and others) to a newly argued assignment. [ am convinced
that this procedure creates more problems than it solves. The attributions of
authorship in the editions themselves provide, in fact, a stable resting place for
the texts themselves. Changing opinions on authorship can still be incorporated
in a text index by cross-reference back to this traditional authorship, without
requiring users of catalogues to be constantly having to look for texts under
authors that never appear in the editions themselves.



In fact, what we needed eventually is a true Dictionary of Incunable Authors and
Texts, which would define its brief as the contents of incunables and nothing
more. Even the finest guides to classical, patristic, and medieval literature fall
short in their accounts of the texts they include, as those texts for the first time
moved into print in hundreds of copies. The Biblical compendium of
Marchesinus known as Mammotrectus was a steady seller in the late fifteenth
century, with nearly two dozen editions, and there were more editions of the
early sixteenth century, yet Marchesinus himself is ignored by virtually all the
guides to medieval writing. Moreover, the editors, dedicators, and contributors
of commendatory material who were directly involved in presenting these
fifteenth-century editions to their public are still, in large measure, invisible to us
in the absence of such a Dictionary. The most comprehensive and best-
documented guide to incunable editors continues to be the notes of Gottfried
Reichhart, published 1895, a work cited in the Index in part as a reminder of
how much more remains to be done.

I am grateful to Joost Ritman for encouraging this small experiment, and to
Sotheby’s for giving it space. At several places I was given help that went far
beyond what could reasonably be expected by Bettina Wagner, of the Bavarian
State Library; and Martin C. Davies and Jill Kraye similarly gave expert advice
on several questions where I felt very much at sea. None, of course, is responsible
for the use made of their generosity.

Paul Needham
The Scheide Library, Princeton
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The proliferation of photocopying machines makes it impossible for Sotheby’s to know
whether copies of lots have been taken. We will endeavour to contact vendors about the
existence of photacopies, on request.

Estimates in Euros

As a guide to potential buyers, estimates for this sale are also shown in Euros. The estimates
printed in the catalogue in Pounds Sterling have been converted at the following rate,
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£1=€1.6175

By the date of the sale this rate is likely to have changed, and buyers are recommended to
check before bidding.
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FIFTEENTH CENTURY

1 Abraham ibn Ezra. De nativitatibus (Henricus Bate: Magistralis compositio astrolabii;
Descriptio instrumenti pro equatione planetarum). Venice: Erbard Ratdolt, 24 December
1485

FIRST EDITION, Chancery 4° (186 x 147mm.), 30 leaves, 38 lines, Gothic letter, 6- and
13-line white-on-black woodcut initials, full-page woodcut of a sphere on al verso, 14
woodcut diagrams in text, modern green morocco by Gozzi, gilt dentelle border, red
morocco gilt doublures, slipcase, a few early manuscript notes in margins, 45 slightly soiled
and with small repairs in margin, slight worming in some inner margins, occasional light
spotting and staining

FIRST EDITION. Abraham ben Ezra (c. 1090-c. 1164) poet, Biblical commentator
astronomer, and grammarian, wrote some fifty works on astrology, only two of which
were printed in the fifteenth century. In addition he also wrote treatises on numbers, the
calendar and the astrolabe. He introduced the decimal form of integers in Europe. The
present translation may be by Henricus Bate (1246-c. 1310), author of the following
tract, or by Petrus de Abano. According to Levy the astrological works were translated
into French by Hagin a jew employed by Henry Bate at Malines, and Bates made the
Latin version from this. Bate was a master of arts from Paris who became a learned
Hebrew scholar and translated other works by Abraham ben Ezra. His own Compositio
astrolabii, dedicated to William of Moerbeke, contains his colophon from Malines, 11
October 1274.

The colophon date (Zmpressum... Anno... M.ccee.lxxxv. nona kalendas Ianuarii) has been
interpreted by GW and other incunable bibliographies as meaning 24 December 1484,
rather than 1485.

Provenance: Agostino Chameroto, with inscription dated 2 October 16[28?]; Torre del
Palasciano, with gilt ex-libris on morocco doublures

References: HC *21; GW 113; BMC v 291; Goff A7; Redgrave 46; Klebs 4.1; Stillwell
(Awakening) 4; Essling 319; Sander 3; R. Levy, The Astrological Works of Abraham ben
Ezra, 1927

£15,000-20,000
€24,300-32,300
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2 Aesop. Vita after Rinucius; Fabulae lib. I-IV, prose version after Romulus [German)]
(Fabulae extravagantes; Fabulae novae after Rinucius; Fabulae Aviani; Fabulae collectae

[German]; translated by Heinrich Steinhowel). /Basel: Michael Furter, c. 1500]

Chancery 2° (263 x 189mm.), 114 (of 116) leaves, 44 lines, Gothic letter, 7-line
woodcut white-on-black initials, full-page woodcut of Aesop on al verso, 192 woodcuts
in the text, 3-line initials and paragraph-marks supplied in red or blue, modern blind-
stamped calf-backed boards, one clasp and catch, cloth box, lacking b4 (supplied in
Jacsimile) and final blank leaf, 20 leaves supplied from a shorter copy, short tears in k2 and 18
repaired with minimal loss at edge of text, two woodcuts printed upside-down (¢8 verso and i7
recto)

ONE OF ONLY FIVE RECORDED COPIES, only two of which are complete. The woodcuts are
copied from those used in Johannes Zainers Ulm edition of c. 1476-1477 (Goff A116).
This edition contains Steinhéwel’s German translations of Rinucius’s Latin version of the
life of Aesop, Romulus’s prose version of the fables, and a group of fables from other
collections. These translations were first printed together with the Latin text in Johann
Zainer’s Ulm edition of c. 1476-1477. They were first printed separately by Giinther
Zainer at Augsburg, c. 1477-1478 (Goff A119).

References: H *334; GW 363; Goff A122; Schreiber 3033; Fairfax Murray 451

£30,000-40,000
€48,500-64,500
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3 Alanus de Insulis. Doctrinale altum seu liber parabolum (cum commento). Cologne:

Heinrich Quentell, 1497

Chancery 4° (187 x 136mm.), 26 leaves, 45 lines and headline, Gothic letter, 6-line
initial space, nineteenth-century boards, some early manuscript notes in margins, some
browning, small repair in fore-margin of AA1, library stamp on AAI

Alain de Lille (c. 1114-1202), poet, preacher, theologian and eclectic philosopher, taught
for some time in Paris and then entered the monastery of Citeaux sometime after the
Third Council of the Lateran in 1179. He became very famous during his lifetime as a
teacher and scholar, and influence through his Anticlaudianus on Dante has been
suggested.

Some twenty editions of the Doctrinale, one of the best known grammar books of the
Medieval and early modern period, written, like other school books of the period, in verse
as a form of mnemonic were printed in the fifteenth century, the earliest of which,
without commentary, was produced at Paris by Pierre Levet, c. 1485-90 (Goff A170); the
anonymous commentary was first printed in Heinrich Quentell’s edition of c. 1490 (Goff
A172). There were also several editions which contain Latin and German versions of the
text.

Provenance: Fundatio Baldaufica, with bookplate
References: HR 382; GW 503; Goff A174

£5,000-6,000
€8,100-9,700



23

@ Fnnontle fciffime 2idividue trinita
. Mjndpirpzo!ogusin Lompendium
theofacice veritatis.

»

pto deniani parcef mibiquia ksnexds for
ci vbi ¥on7e peeflilaudet gra Yefis
xpi.ad cuitis bonozes 7 beanflime matk
eius Phelens opufculum compilaui.

£ritatis theologice fublimitas ) o
cil fupfinit fplendozisradins. il £30 venset. Laplm, pm.
Inmindz intellecti.aregaliive AT vius veusett.
Litiard commuiun reficiés effe @8 vni folnm pmu3 & 5.
' ctii : & magnori theologozii ferpns bz D8 patereft. 4
ue compendi colligere dignil buxi.quo A3 filinseft. 3 s
4 enitetur fattidij polixiras.ztiad pls Q0 filing ¢ imago pris. 6
nma inucftiganda via detur 7occafiofa  £8 fpds fancmsett. Ny
pienti Theologiacerte fciennayeft pri Q3 fpis fanct® amor patrlet filiie. g
Ceps omiNii 7 reging cuiartes cerererd AT 1pis fanctus charitas zvonum 3/
& pedifeque famulitur, Mdve naturis  toumett. { o
rerum illa foli ad vfii fuum acepitdeq A3 intrinitate perfonarum ynitas efi¢
bua fibi fpeculi fabricare valeatin quo  rieeft. s 0,
con'piciar couditozé.Bec dicitur fticria OB multiply trinitas é. it
fcienarum que fup o3 fpecularioné phi D% equaliras plonari eft: e P
Toflophici extollitur.ct dignitate ac utilt 5 inter eflentiam 7 perfonam differé
tate omuib%antefertur. Ipfaenipbiloflo  tiaeft. i3
pbiaeit que iunaturales. etronalemac  Deimenfitate deis
mozxalé oithnguit. Pbilolopbiagdesna e infinitate vei. 15
turalis.13 doceat cognolcere creaturss.  @e coprehenfibilitate del, i6
non ticreatoes. ‘IRonalis ¥olsdocest e ciraifpectibilit: te el i
cdctudere boibus non rii mabolo refite e eternitatedei. | i8
re: £rmonbislicet doceat acquirere® e incdmurabilitate dek 19
tutes cardinales.uon tii docetacquirere e fimplicitate dei. 20.
chariraté. Moftra Yo philefopbia.f. ves  De excellentia vej. i
ritas theologica bec omnia opatur. B0 Be nationibus del. %,
cet.n.dei cognofcere. diabolo refitere. e nominibus det, 3 3.
2 charitatis ercrcirys infudare.bec oi - DB veusin fabiiiaeft, 24
uinowm pigmeéroznm appotbecadelecs e tdeia 4 libowte. 25
tabilis fnp mel 7 faud.bec quogs thefas  Deappropuariowmisplonis 26
} rus vefiderabil's fup aurmin 21apides p e porentia vei. xrvii
ciofum.bec & fous oc loco voluptatis e De ¥tute miraculonm. xxvift
rediena.ccclefie milirantlirrigds para e feientia dei. 29
ifii. Denip piis fcriptil in feptem libcl  De prediftinatione, 30
los viftini.et fingulas in vnoquogs ma/ e plcientia 7 reprobatide. 2
terias rubzicts proprijs aflignaui, I e voluntate det. 5
mus & D¢ natura deitatie. 27 oe opibns  De fultitia def, 33
conditors. 37 de conuptela peccati. 4.9 Be.mif'mco:&: el rrrnt,
de buman'tare xpi.y®de lancrificarione 23 veuseft. Lap.pine

v

4

Giaz. ¢ ve ¥rute facramitop.vit"de vl
timis répozibus.7 oc penis maloru-n. ac
de paemils bonop. Sicubiergo i bec feri

A I i > o al

SV befanTie f'.n'-‘o‘l“'c',‘n

ses Xl lots o N (e eritle
.

LA

4 Albertus Magnus, Szint. Compendium theologicae veritatis. Venice: Gregorius
Dalmatinus and Jacobus Britannicus, 1 April 1483

Chancery 4° (199 x 142mm.), 97 leaves (of 98, without initial blank leaf), double
column, 46 lines, Gothic letter, first heading printed in red, 4-line initials supplied in red
and blue, 2-line initials and paragraph-marks supplied in red, nineteenth-century calf,
several small wormboles in text of first few leaves, a few others in margins, small burnhole in
text of m3, light stain on m1

The only book known to have been printed by this partnership. The name of Gregorius
Dalmatinus is known in only one other book, a Roman breviary printed on 1 February
1483, where it appears together with that of Nicolaus Jenson and ‘socios omnes Venetiis'.

Provenance: Augustinian Hermits, Order of William (Blancs Manteaux), Paris, with early
inscription on a2 recto; Dr Victor von Klemperer, with bookplate (sale in our rooms, 27

June 1991, lot 376)
References: HC *440; GW 605; BMC v 362; Goff A236

£3,000-5,000
€4,850-8,100
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5 Albertus Magnus, Saint. Philosophia pauperum (Aegidius Columna: De regimine
principium; Albertus Magnus: De virtute intellectiva). Brescia: Baptista Farfengus, 13 June
1493

Chancery 4° (208 x 154mm.), 50 leaves, 40 lines and headline, Roman letter, 4-, 5- and
11-line white-on-black woodcut initials, full-page woodcut on al recto, another of a
phrenological head on verso, two woodcut diagrams of the spheres and the winds in text,
sixteenth-century limp vellum, two pairs of ties, woodcut on al recto rubbed with slight
loss, al slightly frayed and lightly stained, occasional other light staining

Earlier editions of this work are: an undated edition printed anonymously at Toulouse for
Johann Solidi (GW 708, Klebs 23.3); one printed at Barcelona by Posa in 1482 (GW
709; Klebs 23.1); a third, undated, printed anonymously at Lerida in 1485; and a fourth,
also from the press of Farfengus, dated 10 September 1490 (GW 711).

The full-page woodcut on al recto, not present in the earlier Farfengus edition, represents
a female figure with outstretched arms accompanied by a terrestrial globe, with a human
head with numerals, a balance, a pair of compasses above, and a vase, rule and angle
measure below.

Provenance: Jesuit College, Cordoba, with inscription and stamp
References: H *505; GW 712; BMC vii 985; Goff A297; Sander 192; IGI 221; Klebs 23.5

£4,000-6,000
€6,500-9,700
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6 Albertus Magnus (pseudo-) Mariale. [Strassburg: Johannes Mentelin, not after 1473], 66

leaves, double column, 61 lines, Gothic letter, 2-, 3-, 4-, 9- and 12-line initials

[Richardus de Sancto Laurentio] De laudibus Mariae. [Strassburg: Johannes Mentelin, not
after 1473], 213 leaves (of 215, without 2 final blank leaves), double column, 61 lines,
Gothic letter, 2-, 3-, 4-, 6- and 9-line initials

2 works in one volume, Royal 2° (390 x 283mm.), both works uniformly rubricated (9-
and 12-line initials supplied in red and blue interlock with reserved-white leafy
decoration and red and dark brown penwork, smaller initials alternately in red and blue,
initial-strokes, paragraph-marks and continuous foliation through both works in red), late
eighteenth-century mottled calf, spine gilt in compartments, rubrication dates of 1473 on
fol. 1/2 verso of first work and on 7/8 of the second, 5-page contemporary manuscript
index bound at the end of the first work, light foxing in first few leaves of first work, a few
tears on both covers of binding, joints worn, spine chipped at head and foot

FIRST EDITIONS. THE ‘DOCUMENTARY’ COPY, PROVIDING A TERMINAL DATE FOR BOTH
WORKS. These two editions were issued together and most surviving copies are so bound
as in the present volume.

The first work, Mariale, is attributed to Albertus Magnus in this edition, as in most
manuscripts, and has only recently been recognised as not authentic. It belongs to the
mid-thirteenth century and is perhaps of Austrian origin. Richardus de Sancto Laurentio’s
treatise (see below) was one of its sources (see A. Fries, Die unter dem Namen des Albertus

Magnus berlieferten Mariologischen Schrifien, 1954, 5 sqq.).

The second work, De laudibus Mariae, is the work of the Paris theologian Richardus de
Sancto Laurentio (fl. 1239-1245; see P. Glorieux, Répertoire des maitres en théologie de
Paris, 1933, 1330-331). In his second prologue Richardus states that he was urged to
write the work by many Cistercians, both monks and nuns; and that he has omitted his
name from a sense of unworthiness.

The present copy bears a rubrication date of 1473 on 1/2 verso of the first work; on 7/8
verso of the second, in the same hand, is the rubricator’s inscriptions 1.4.7.3. Petro a
[ryenstein ist Liber iste, with identification of him, in a second but contemporary hand, as
canon of St Stephen’s, Strassburg. Two other copies of the two works bound together, in
Paris and Munich, have rubrication or purchase dates of 1474. Ulrich Zel printed an
edition of the Mariale (Goff A271), based on an independent manuscript, which is also
not after 1473 on the basis of a purchase inscription in the Upsala copy.

In quire 8 of De laudibus Mariae fos. 4 and 5, the centre leaves, are both on stubs. A
manuscript index to De laudibus Mariae is bound between the two works, rubricated and
foliated uniformly with them.

Provenance: Petrus a Fryenstein, canon of Strassburg, with inscription dated 1473; ‘et
emit magister nicolaus a domino germano apothecario in argentina’, inscription below
the previous one on 7/8 verso of second work; Baer Caralogue 745 no. 418; George
Abrams, with bookplate (sale in our rooms, 16 November 1989, lot 3)

References: Mariale: HC *461; GW 680; BMC i 59; Goff A272; De laudibus Mariae: H
*467; GW 616; BMC 1 59; Goff A247

£20,000-25,000
€32,300-40,400
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7 Albertus Magnus (pseudo-) Mariale. /Basel: Michael Wenssler, before 1474]

Chancery 2° (312 x 221mm.), 190 leaves, 35 lines, Gothic letter, two 6-line initials
supplied in red or blue, 2-, 3-line initials in red or blue, initial-strokes and paragraph-
marks in red, contemporary South German pink deerskin over wooden boards, vellum
label lettered with title on upper cover, modern cloth box, some worming in text of first
and last few leaves, a few wormboles in fore-margins throughout, first 3 leaves lightly browned,
both covers wormed and rubbed, lacking two clasps and metal corner- and centre-pieces on
both covers

Second edition. A fine, unusually tall copy bound in contemporary pink deerskin.
Although GW;, Polain and IGI all date the edition as not after 1475, BMC records a
rubricator’s date of 1474 in the Buxheim copy.

Provenance: Benedictines of Weingarten, with inscription dated 1630 on first leaf
References: HC *462; GW 679; BMC iii 721; Goft A273

£30,000-40,000
€48,500-64,500
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8 Ambrosius, Saint, Archbishop of Milan. De officiis (Paulinus Mediolanensis: Vita
Ambrosii; Ambrose (pseudo-): Vita S. Agnetis; Passio SS. Viralis et Agricolae; Passio SS.
Protasii et Gervasii et de inventione corporum). Milan: Christophorus Valdarfer, 7 January
1474

Median 4° (225 x 152mm.), 128 leaves, 28 lines, Roman letter, 3- and 5-line initials
supplied in red (the first in blue), eighteenth-century English blue morocco gilt, dentelle
border, spine gilt in compartments, gilt edges, early manuscript foliation, first leaf
browned, dampstaining in first and last few leaves, manuscript note in margin of fol. 107
verso erased, spine slightly faded, joints rubbed

THE FIRST BOOK PRINTED BY VALDARFER IN MILAN. The supplementary texts are all here
printed for the first time. The lives of the Roman martyr St Agnes and of the master-slave
martyrs Vitalis and Agricola are considered pseudo-Ambrose. The authenticity the third
work, the life of the proto-martyrs of Milan Gervase and Protase, is also considered
doubtful. The fourth text concerns the finding of the remains of Gervase and Protase by
Ambrose and their interment under the altar of his basilica in Milan.

Valdarfer printed first at Venice between 1470 and 1471, and then migrated to Milan
where his name is recorded on 6 August 1473. His edition of Ambrose is his first dated
book there. It is also his only use of type 2:107R, which was used also by Philippus de
Lavagnia (3:108R). Valdarfer worked continuously in Milan until 1478 and then only
intermittently until 1488.

Provenance: George Dunn (August 1900); Arthur Kay, with bookplate
References: H*910; GW 1611; BMC vi 725; Goff A560; IGI 431

£10,000-15,000
€16,200-24,300
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9 Ambrosius, Saint, Archbishop of Milan. De officiis (Paulinus Mediolanensis: Vita
Ambrosii; Ambrose (pseudo-): Vita S. Agnetis - Passio SS. Vitalis et Agricolae - Passio SS.
Protasii et Gervasii et de inventione corporum; Ambrose: De obitu S. Satyri - De
resurrectione et cruce domini - De bono mortis). Milan: Uldericus Scinzenzeler for

Philippus de Lavagnia, 17 January 1488

Chancery 4° (208 x 149mm.), 140 leaves, 36 lines, Roman letter, 4-, 5- and 8-line
initials, some with printed guides, eighteenth-century vellum-backed ‘carta rustica, early
manuscript notes in some margins, later Italian manuscript list of contents on front
flyleaf, small wormbole in text of last few leaves, light dampstain in lower margin of last few
leaves, other light stains

This edition contains the first editions of the three subsidiary texts which form the second
part: De obitu Satyri sancti, a treatise on the death of Ambrose’s elder brother; De
resurrectione et cruce Doming; and De bono mortis. The first part of the text is reprinted

from Valdarfer’s 1474 Milan edition (see lot 8).
Provenance: Bibliotheca Trivulziana, with duplicate stamp
References: HC 911 (incl. HC *908); GW 1612; BMC vi 762; IGI 432; Goff A561

£4,000-5,000
€6,500-8,100
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10 Angelus, Johannes. Astrolabium. Augsburg: Erhard Ratdolt, 27 November [or 6 October]
1488

FIRST EDITION, Median 4° (216 x 161mm.), 175 leaves (of 176, without final blank leaf),
40 lines, Gothic letter, 7- and 13-line white-on-black woodcut initials, numerous
woodcuts of horoscopes, figures of constellations and planets in the text, tables, a few of
the woodcuts and initials coloured by hand, CONTEMPORARY SOUTH GERMAN BINDING,
blind-stamped goatskin over wooden boards, outer border composed of a floral roll, inner
frame enclosing a central panel of vertical rolls of Renaissance ornament, spine with 3
raised bands, early manuscript notes with dates of astrological movements on verso of
final flyleaf, title lightly soiled with a small piece torn from fore-margin, tear in text of r4
repaired with minimal loss, small repair in lower margin of same leaf, some spotting in
mazgins, first gathering slightly wormed in lower margin, spine repaired at head and foot,
lacking four clasps, two catches and metal corner- and centre-pieces from each cover

FIRST EDITION OF ONE OF THE MOST PROFUSELY ILLUSTRATED WORKS ON ASTROLOGY.
Johannes Angelus (or Johann Engel, d. 1512), a native of Aich or Aichach, also produced
a series of broadside almanacs and a series of practica (see GW 1892 sqq.). He also edited
for Ratdolt’s Augsburg press the first editions of Albusumar, De magnis conjunctionibus
(with a completion date of 31 March 1489, Goff A360), Petrus de Alliaco, Concordantiae
astronomicae (2 January 1490, Goff A471), and Regiomontanus, Tabulae directionum et
profectionum (also 2 January 1490, Goff R112).

The woodcuts include large sets of the seven planets in chariots and the twelve signs of
the zodiac, both of which were first used in Ratdolt’s 1482 Venice edition of Hyginus,
Poeticon astronomicon (see lot 61). They were then reused by Ratdolt for his editions of
Albumusar, Introductorium in astronomiam, 7 February 1489, and De magnis
conjunctionibus (see above). The first section, about the influence of the zodiac signs,
contains numerous small woodcuts of people, animals and occupations.

Provenance: Samuel V. Hoffman Collection (sale Christie’s, 12 November 1975, lot 2);
British Rail Pension Fund (sale in our rooms, 28 September 1988, lot 154)

References: H *1100; GW 1900; BMC ii 382; Goff A711; BSB-Ink E-63; Klebs 375.1;
Zinner 320; Houzeau-Lancaster 3252; Stillwell (Awakening) 51; Fairfax Murray 39;
Schreiber 3316

£30,000-40,000
€48,500-64,500
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11 Anselmus, Saint, Archbishop of Canterbury. Opuscula. [Basel: Johann Amerbach, not after
1497]

Chancery 4° (180 x 135mm.), 208 leaves, double column, 49 lines and headline, Gothic
letter, 3- and 9-line initial spaces with printed guides, vellum, several early notes of
ownership on Al recto deleted, occasional other early notes in margins, some headlines
shaved, slight worming in some lower margins, slight paper damage in margin of A1

Amerbach gave four copies of this book to the Basel Charterhouse in 1497.

The first collected edition of St Anselm’s works was printed in 1491 at Nuremberg by
Caspar Hochfeder.

Provenance: Library of San Jeronimo, Forli, note of ownership dated 1507 on Al verso
References: HC *1136; GW 2033; BMC iii 759; Goff A761

£1,000-1,500
€1,600-2,450
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12 Apuleius Madaurensis, Lucius. Asinus aureus (commentary by Philippus Beroaldus;

additions by Beroaldus and Coelius Calcagninus). Bologna: Benedictus Hectoris, 1 August
1500

Chancery 2° (295 x 211mm.), 286 leaves, 52 lines of commentary and headline, Roman
and Greek letter, 4-, 5- and 7-line initial spaces with printed guide-letters, printer’s
woodcut device at the end, early nineteenth-century green roan, gile border of acanthus
leaves round sides, flat spine tooled in compartments, tool of flowers and a bird in the
compartments, a few small wormboles in margins of first and last few leaves, occasional light

spotting, corners and head and foot of spine slightly rubbed

Apuleius’s Metamorphoses, or Golden Ass, is the only Latin novel to survive in its complete
form. The epic story tells of Lucius, who through his eagerness to discover the secrets of
witchcraft is transformed into an ass and undergoes a series of picaresque adventures
before being retransformed through the agency of the goddess Isis. It also includes the tale
of Cupid and Psyche and accounts of the mystic rites of Isis and Osiris.

The first edition of this work, printed by Sweynheym and Pannartz ac Rome in 1469
(Goft A934), was edited by Johannes Andreae Bussi, bishop of Aleria, and included two
further important texts of Neoplatonism: the Epitoma of Alcinous and the Asclepius of
Hermes Trismegistus. The present edition is the first to contain the commentary of
Filippo Beroaldo.

Some copies of this work include a 16-leaf “Tabula vocabulorum et historiarum’ which,
according to BMC, was printed later than the body of the text. This table is not present
here.

Provenance: library stamps on the title-page of the Annunciation accompanied by the
letters NE(?), probably of a convent of the Annunziata; letter in French, dated 24 June
1847, from Ferdinand Barros presenting the book to an unnamed correspondent, loosely
inserted; Du Bourg de Bozas, with morocco book-{abel

References: HC *1319; GW 2305; BMC vi 845; Goff A938

£6,000-8,000
€9,700-12,900



40

13

APIETOTE’AOYS METEQPOAOI‘IKQN TONEis-a' TOA.

N EU .u. zv 7 @w'mv ou'nwp q"\ cpuowﬁ,m
=7 T wwmc x:pm Puaie,iib 'mf:rr
7w Ly cpofou Axxmoo;unﬁ,wp @
spop,E er T 9019@0)# T ow poci, 2000
Th 6\ o1 ot ’U qq i aAjnAotM%'TuBa)\no’ e
%s zru ;Qwv.ﬂwo‘ sg <Pﬂafacq Plwowse, em?)
. o'nfop Aoy T mu'mr 'ncmaocﬂx
im 6ewfwnov 0 m’ff&k‘o; vgaaﬂfomtﬂwfal\oyow e d agy oy
T N 75y botovuCoivd 19'71 @ua-'p “w ,zxmwro'ng /«%v"m 'mf
'/wa'rvu ;o»p@ﬁ@v o—w,umw TD’EJ 7 r41mavm p.oc?\:;oc 7=
w00 TH Popis K wpwr: 0i0V T TR EAR R TOS xsu ua.uu'ﬂv
#ots - < mzs-vfouﬂ%vmv ngu u:poup&ump cpm;urx'my onx o
Gduu&p oulat.ef@‘avoukowoc manm vdeTos i I g dondd
J‘ﬂm utfn@ T M.ipr r{é o 'me"n Ww.uourwv e~
uwp Gewfnm f&wuv mq ou‘rmw € 'meA 'amv'mv X oSy
AT KL VHeERS Tots TOY Ty oic,’ zw p&p oc'mafou‘u%v T
qg)w;ﬂoméoc'nvomrwpv o wre xefowpwp ﬁwﬂwo’ € v
(pwpwp uoth 'n_fu;npr Heth 7 a’mev T e),swx.mmp 8 oo fyowh
3iv aw/.GouM w0t SR ol 'zwv CWMLTWY TFOU TWY + J)i)\&oﬂﬁ‘
& Te2h T Twp Bmfua-oﬁ&w oy J‘umm&u ame xa&'ru P
vcpu;w #Sgop '73"07?1/ Y 2 ddeop uets <puq'*~ k&8N TS Hsth X
en a(ea%v i3 "n'u'rwv fuasp'mv ﬂA@’ &y anyeyov@‘ q"\ %“f
xfc Mip ?OMfsﬂwQ s BN oup q@fn/&wo:?\sw;‘&v 'm
o1 o™ qu'r em pﬁwgzs-ow@o'l@smw it g “f?é'
R awuocmv t§ wp a'ums‘mw b oy w.ux/w qbopo/ﬁwmv ow-
M“Tm’




41

13 Aristotle. Opera [Greek]. Venice: Aldus Manutius, 1495-98

5 volumes bound in 6, Super-Chancery 2° (312 x 212mm.), 1850 leaves, 30 lines and
headline, Greek letter, woodcut initials and headpieces, the final line of text on kk10
verso (volume 3) pasted in, English late eighteenth-century red straight-grained morocco
gile, three-line border round sides, the John Rylands monogram added to upper cover,
spines gilt in compartments, gilt edges, several edges uncut, leaf K6 (volume 2) supplied
Jrom a shorter copy, the inner forme DDD 888 1 verso and DDD 880 8 recto (volume 5) was
not printed, fore-margin of K5 (volume 2) repaired, small wormhole in fore-margin from the
beginning of volume 1 to E8 repaired, small wormhole in the lower margin of 4H4 (volume
6) to the end repaired with minimal loss to the signature or last line of text on a few leaves, the
fonal signature of volume 3 misbound between the fourth and fifih signatures of volume 2

When Chaucer’s clerke of Oxenford spoke of the books at his bed, he included Aristotle:

For hym was levere have at his beddes heed

Twenty bookes, clad in blak or reed,

Of Aristotle and his philosophie,

Than robes riche, or fithele, or gay sautrie. (Prologue 293-296)

whose position in the Latin Middle Ages, albeit in a tradition removed from the original
Greek text, was from one end of Europe to the other, impregnable. He was /e

philosophus.

The fame of Aldus rests on the books he printed in Greek. Others had printed a few
books in Greek, one very substantial, the 1488 Homer (see lot 60), but Aldus’s grandest
project was, without doubt, the printing of the works of Aristotle in the original Greek, to
which were added works by Theophrastus (not the famous Charakzeres), Galen, Porphyry,
Philo Judaeus and others, but from which were omitted the Poetics & Rhetoric. This
undertaking, huge in terms of both extent of text and the technicalities of printing, was
spread over several years. It was a land-mark in humanist scholarship, which held its
position until Immanuel Bekker’s edition of Aristotle (1831). Erasmus in the preface to
Bebelius’ edition of Aristotle (Allen Op. Epist. ix 133- 140 Il. 248-) wrote in 1531 to
John More of Aldus having erected a building, of how he was the first to commit to type
an author than whom scarcely any other is worthier of being read, and of how prior to his
edition ‘illum habebamus, sed ita versum [translated], ut ad intelligendum Delio, quod
aiunt, natatore esset opus...’, an expression which he explained in his Adagia.
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Coming some years after the controversy of the 1450s and 1460s as to the respective
position of Plato and Acristotle, it provided a handsomely printed text of the original
Greek texts, many of which were currently available in manuscript copies, made by many

of the leading Greek scribes of the period.

Three manuscripts used as printer’s copy survive: one at Harvard, containing
Theophrastus’s botanical works, Porphyry and various other works (Harvard gr. 17; £. 111
verso (Theophrastus HP. 11,7-2-5) is reproduced in Wolfenbuttel 1978), and two in Paris
at the Bibliotheéque nationale ( Paris.gr. 1848 (Metaphysics) and Paris.suppl. gr. 212
(Historia animalium)), although there were other manuscripts also used and copied as
copy. A number of scholars were involved in the undertaking in various capacities:
Linacre, Musurus, Alessandro Bondini, Lorenzo Maioli from Genoa and Francesco
Cavalli, and others made their manuscripts available.

The volumes, sometimes as sets, sometimes as groups of volumes, quickly passed into the
possession of scholars, and thence into libraries as a true ketypunAtov: Corpus Christi
College, Oxford, acquired one in 1519 from its founder; Magdalen acquired its volumes
in 1522; Thomas Linacre’s set on vellum, presumably brought back to England in 1499,
is at New College (Linacre is mentioned in the prefatory letter in volume 1, and his
translation of Proclus De sphaera was published by Aldus in 1499); All Souls had two
copies (one now passed on to Exeter College), one of which excited Dibdin (‘the library
of ASC, Oxford, boasts one of which may vie with either [the Heber or Valpy copies.]’,
for refs see below) The edition did not however sell out: like many other great
monuments of Greek printing- the 1488 Homer, the Rome Eustathius, the Eton
Chrysostom — it sold very slowly. It was expensive: Amerbach says that he had to pay 12
crowns for it, 6 times what the Bebel edition cost and one crown less than the great
Froben Augustine. Erasmus, who elsewhere says it was difficult to find outside Italy
(op.cit. ix,139), in [1525] was ordering it with a number of other Aldine texts, including
the Florentine Homer (op.cit. vii, 547).
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But ketunAwov it became and remained, often handsomely bound. Emeric Bigots
(1626-1689) copy is a fine example (recently in the Norman and Freilich sales; now in a
private collection), and all the great collectors of the eighteenth and nineteenth century,
men far different from Chaucer’s poor clerk, were keen to possess a copy, from George 111
(an earlier royal library copy is at Cambridge), Grenville, Cracherode, and Renouard to,
of course, that doyen of bibliophiles Lord Spencer, whose copy at Althorp was described
by Dibdin (Bibl. Spenceriana I, 258 ) in uncharacteristically subdued language, as ‘large
and magnificent, having many rough edges at the bottom of the leaves, and beautifully
bound in red morocco’. It is this magnificent copy which is now offered for sale.

The Greek fonts, with separate characters for accentuation, were based on the calligraphic
hand of Immanuel Rhusotas and were cut by Francesco Griffo, who also designed the

Aldine italic.

Provenance: Count Karoly Imre Sandor de Reviczky (?), catalogue p. 29; George John,
Earl Spencer; John Rylands University Library of Manchester, with monogram and
stamps (sale in our rooms, 14 April 1988, lot 10)

References: HC *16578; GW 2334; BMC v 553, 555-556, 558; Goff A959; Klebs 83.1;
Renouard pp. 7, 10-11 16; Dibner 73; Osler 229; Norman 70; PMM 38

£400,000-500,000
€645,000-810,000
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14 Aristotle. De caelo et mundo (commentaries by Thomas Aquinas and Petrus de Alvernia;

edited by Hermmanus de Virsen). Venice: Bonetus Locatellus for Octavianus Scotus, 18
August 1495

Chancery 2° (307 x 206mm.), 76 leaves, double column, 66 lines of commentary and
headline, Gothic letter, 4- and 13-line white-on-black woodcut initials, a few woodcut
diagrams in text (that on d7 verso partly hand-coloured), printer’s woodcut device at the
end, contemporary limp vellum, modern morocco-backed box, a few small wormboles in

text of last few leaves

Second edition, the first to contain the commentaries of Thomas Aquinas and Petrus de
Alvernia and to be edited by Hermannus de Virsen. The editio princeps, printed at Padua
by Laurentius Canozius, de Lendenaria, for Johannes Philippus Aurelianus on 5 March
1473 (Goff A977), contains the commentary of Averroes.

This edition was reprinted by Joannes and Gregorius de Gregoriis, de Forlivio, on 31
October of the same year.

Provenance: F. Ludovicus Syllanus de Grimaldo, with inscription on flyleaf

References: H *1689=1531; GW 2355; BMC v 445; Goft A978; Klebs 87(.2)=964.2;
Essling 858; Sander 582

£5,000-8,000
€8,100-12,900
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15 Aristotle. De anima (translated by Joannes Argyropulos; edited by Wolfgang Mosnauer).
Venice: Jacobus de Pentius, de Leuco, 23 October [15007]

Chancery 4° (208 x 154mm.), 34 leaves, 37 lines and headline, Roman and Gothic
letter, 4-, 7- and 8-line woodcut initials, old limp vellum, light dampstain in some lower

margins

This first edition of Joannes Argyropulos’s translation of De anima is scarce: only one
copy is recorded by Goft. De anima was first printed in 1472, at Padua by Laurentius
Canozius for Johannes Philippus Aurelianus, in two Latin versions and with the
commentary of Averroes (GW 2349). Other, anonymous translations were printed c.
1492, 1498 and 1500 (GW 2343, 2344 and 2345), and two further editions with the
commentary of Johannes de Mechlinia, in 1491 and 1497 (GW 2347 and 2348).

Jacobus de Pentius, whose first known book is an edition of Pylades’s Grammatica dated
22 October 1495, printed mainly in the sixteenth century. BMC dates the present edition
on the basis that it must predate Pentius’s edition of Gulielmus Hentisberus, De sensu
composito [etc.], dated July 1501, in which the same type (84R) has been cut down by two
or three millimetres.

References: HC *1708; GW 2346; BMC v 566; Goff A972; IGI 799; Klebs 84.7

£4,000-5,000
€6,500-8,100
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16 Auctoritates Aristotelis et aliorum philosophorum. [Cologne: Johann Guldenschaff, c.

1490]

fFolio
Sndpit prologus spendi) autaitatit pbilofopbia
quozitoam aliog p viuitrodudioms thematit ipforts
poicator a® populit fimul ac m artib? ftubare wiehint

¥ erfi ariftotelice t3 a0 gpbfm poicandi § m

artib? ftubd i nd modicis {nie fulgotions sgmi

tic1s cuuflibet {eie pbeant vobur atq; fuldme.
16 m'pitian p mgralib? breuibufg fmoni itrovuaro
mb? a0 gob'm ac earutd frmonil {uis certis m lors mes
brifgg oznationbus relucentiis eiufod areftotilis m'via
naturali.vt faf smentatoz fup pmo libro pbificon lu
iminig mudi.cui? 0it? pmit cavpfit bui? vite auras- a
no gntobacmo meénoms: q ¢ artargerfis becnt regis
planiftraguma citatetrace g oft p8 macevomie. fuit
aiit fili? micomacbi medid a feftie.q abefeulapio itz
terut-floies athberis Anis trecentis a dvea lrrr.afi xpi
natiuitatetpe aleraori magm tedmi maceroniy £gis
fFiut auit thernatii m fmoné meetil itrodouddes movis
fequtib? a plurib? aliys. Daiapio p magialem (niam
vbi gra.it themaillud luce.x1.Beati  auviunt ¥ba
Seiac-ntrovucfic. viat ariftoteles pmo tx aialibus.
Oriie aial biis aures b eas mobiles pter koies-a koe
rone nobit 5pler16is-na vt viaf 1bise ficut auz excels
lit ofie metallu-fie b5 orfie ajal-cum fit 15 aial ronale
moztalevifcipline (ufceptibile manfuetli natura Jgi#
citalis fit iugiter verbafalutis mtente attévat otio
vicente Watb-gin-Lu. vit) ot Apocal’.iy-ct-11. Aui by
aures auvievi audiat- Jnqbus wrbis ptendit ‘Vtus
fonfibit fine fenfuat auvizoi-g eft m aialib?. mtelleau
alis a efectualis g tm m boibug ¢. p 8 -rliit)Auoi filia
€cce primil. 4 ¥ix.ofiera ((dm-a meiina aurem tua
ppete tevdil: €t Bt ang?-rij-lieofeflioni.locut? es oie
e forts a0 aure mea Aui igif negligent audit bit
ai tantil peccat acii £pi cozpus acceptit expiierct i tor
ram.i.q-i-Jnfrogo ws fratres-a ¢ tertus aug?.qus
taren caute loge. Dwi? etld auves crelcent m aures
ajininag -ium eterna sfufion? vt narrat ouivifli. vitje

Chancery 4© (206 x 140mm.), 60 leaves, 36 lines and headline, Gothic letter, 2-, 3- and
4-line inital spaces, modern calf, modern box and wrappers

A scarce edition of this compendium of the sentences of Aristotle and of the
commentators on his logic, together with summaries of Seneca, Boethius, Plato and

Apuleius. As the prologue states, this popular work, printed in some two dozen editions

before the end of the fifteenth century, was intended as a source of themes for sermons
and for academic exercises. Guldenschaff had previously printed two folio editions in

1487 (Goff A1185 & 1186).

Provenance: Dr Crawford W. Adams, with bookplate (sale Sotheby’s New York, 5 May
1982, lot 16); George Abrams, with bookplate (sale in our rooms, 16 November 1989,
lot 11)

References. H 1921; GW 2814; VK 181

£7,000-10,000
€11,300-16,200
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17 Auctoritates Aristotelis et aliorum philosophorum. [Cologne: Heinrich Quentell], 1498

Chancery 4° (200 x 139mm.), 53 leaves (of 54, without final blank), 36 lines and
headline, Gothic letter, woodcut of a master and his pupils on al recto (coloured by
hand), 3- and 4-line initials supplied in red, paragraph-marks, initial-strokes and
underlining in red, modern boards, early palindromic inscription on title ‘Oro otto
zeleuez no[n] zeuelez oro otto’, initials ‘NS’ in red ink below the colophon, 4 few lines of
text crossed through

References: H *1937; GW 2827; BMC i 289; IGI 954; Schreiber 3388; Goff A1196

£4,000-6,000
€6,500-9,700
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18 Augustinus, Aurelius, Szint. De consensu evangelistarum. Lauingen: [eponymous press], 12

April 1473

FIRST EDITION, Chancery 2° (276 x 200mm.), 105 leaves (of 108), 37 lines, Roman
letter, 3-line woodcut outline initials, two six-line initials, initial-strokes and some
underlining in red, contemporary blind-stamped calf over unbevelled wooden boards,
sides ruled in blind, large central panel filled with repeated impressions of a lion rampant
tool, outer border composed of the same tool and a rosette, 5 metal bosses on each cover,
metal corner-pieces, plain edges, flyleaves from a vellum manuscript, modern cloth box,
lacking folio 7/1 and the initial and final blank leaves, a few light stains in margins, rebacked
with boards reversed, lacking two clasps

ONE OF ONLY TWO BOOKS PRINTED AT LAUINGEN, THE ONLY ONE TO NAME LAUINGEN AS
THE PLACE OF PRINTING. An edition of De anima et spiritu and other pseudo-Augustine
tracts, dated 9 November 1472 (Goff A1224), is considered to represent an earlier state of
the same type and is thus attributed to the same press. While the earlier work is printed in
a pure Roman type, the present book mixes some Gothic sorts with the Roman, and the
body size is reduced from 106 to 96. The outline woodcut initials of this book were not
used in the earlier one.

The unwatermarked paper stock used for the present book may have been slightly smaller
than the common Chancery stock: all copies, including those in original bindings, seem

to have leaf heights below 28 cm.
References: HC *1981; GW 2897; BMC ii 545; Goff A1257

£5,000-7,000
€8,100-11,300
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19 Augustinus, Aurelius, Szint. De moribus ecclesiae catholicae. [Cologne: Bartholomaeus de
Unkel, c. 1482]
Chancery 4° (212 x 142mm.), 34 leaves, 27 lines, Gothic letter, one 5- and three 2-line
initials supplied in red, inicial-strokes in red, modern limp vellum, some uncut edges, tear
(paper flaw) in lower margin of CCI1
BMC suggests that this tract was printed by Unkel as part of a series of five works by, or
related to, Augustine, the others being: Confessiones, dated 9 August 1482 (Goff A1252);
De disciplina christiana, (Goft A1261); De vita christiana with De dogmatibus christianis,
(Goft A1358); and Jacobus de Voragine’s Tractatus super libros sancti Augustini, (Goff
1203).

References: HC *2108; GW 2914; BMC i 242; Goff A1296; Voull(K) 204

£4,000-5,000
€6,500-8,100
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20 Augustinus, Aurelius, Saint. Opuscula. Venice: Andreas de Bonetis, 23 July 1484

Median 4° (219 x 158mm.), 288 leaves, double column, 42 lines and headline, Gothic
letter, printer’s woodcut device at the end, 3- and 4-line initials supplied in red,
contemporary South German (Memmingen?) blind-tooled pigskin over unbevelled
wooden boards, outer frame of double fillets, central panel divided with double fillets
into triangular departments, border and panel decorated with three round stamps of a
rosette, the Agnus Dei and an angel (Kyriss workshop 162, nos. 1, 5 and 6), one clasp
and catch, title lettered in the first spine compartment, a few small wormboles in last few
leaves, a few headlines shaved, short tear in lower margin of v8 just touching edge of text, D1-
2 lightly damp-stained, both covers slightly wormed

This edition of authentic and pseudo-Augustinian tracts was reprinted from that of
Octavianus Scotus of 28 May 1483 (Goff A1216).

The present edition includes additionally the pseudo-Augustinian tract De anima et
spiritu, two works by Eusebius Conradus, De errore scribentium Augustinum fuisse
heremitam and Annotatio brevissima, and a life of Augustine by Possidius. Copies of this
edition are known without the printer’s device.

Hildebrand Brandenburg of Biberach, the great benefactor of the Buxheim library (cf. lot
24, Ritman sale in our rooms, 6 December 2000), made use of this workshop for the
bindings of many of his books. This volume, however, did not belong to him.

Provenance: Carthusians, Buxheim, with inscription and stamp; Dr Victor von
Klemperer, with bookplate (sale in our rooms, 28 June 1991, lot 583)

References: HC *1947; GW 2864; BMC v 361; Goff A1217

£5,000-6,000
€8,100-9,700
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21 Augustinus, Aurelius, Saint. Opuscula plurima. Venice: Dionysius Bertochus, 26 March
1491

Median 4° (241 x 174mm.), 350 leaves, double column, 55 lines and headline, Gothic
letter, 3-, 5-, 6- and 10-line initial spaces with printed guide-letters, woodcut printer’s
device at the end, heading on b1 recto printed in red, final blank leaf printed on recto
with column a of R6 recto and column b of R3 verso, CONTEMPORARY LONDON BINDING
BY THE ‘HALF-STAMP BINDER’, blind-stamped calf over unbevelled wooden boards, sides
ruled with triple blind fillets, tools include a pointing hand and double-headed eagle,
plain edges, pastedowns from manuscript vellum leaves, modern cloth box, dust-soiling on

B5 verso and BG recto, lacking 2 clasps

BOUND BY THE ‘HALF-STAMP BINDER’, to whom Oldham ascribes twenty-two bindings on
books dated between 1491 and 1511 (J.B. Oldham, English Blind-stamped Bindings, p. 29
and pls. 24 and 25, tools 313, 315, 317 and 319). The tools used on this binding include
a left hand with a pointing forefinger. The binding is reproduced by G.D. Hobson,
English Bindings of J.R. Abbey, no. 2.

This edition of Augustine’s Opuscula has some sixteen more tracts than those in the
Venice, 23 July 1484 edition (see lot 20). Ten of these entered by way of its chief copy
source, the 20 March 1489 Strassburg edition of Martin Flach (Goff A1221), and six
more were included for the first time in this collection. Of these latter, marked printer’s
copy has been identified for one, De consensu evangelistarum: British Library Ms. Add.
69793 (formerly in the Doheny collection).

In the present copy, as in a few others, the final blank leaf has printed on its recto the left-
hand column of R6 recto and the right-hand column R3 verso. GW describes this
additional printing as a ‘Korrekturabzug’, although it in fact introduces a final, incorrect
line of text to column a of RG recto.

Provenance: Richard Vowel (fl. 1507-1540, Prior of the Austin Canons at Lees, Essex, and
then at Walsingham, Norfolk), with signature; Richard Towneley, with bookplate, 1702;
Lord O’Hagan (sale in our rooms, 6 June 1939, lot 566); Major J.R. Abbey, with
bookplate (sale in our rooms, i, 21 June 1965, lot 103)

References: H *1949; GW 2866; BMC v 488; Goff A1219; IGI 1017

£30,000-40,000
€48,500-64,500
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22 Augustinus, Aurelius, Saint. Expositio evangelii secundum Johannem. [Basel: Michael
Furter, not after 1491]

FIRST EDITION, Chancery 2° (291 x 213mm.), 206 leaves, double column, 52 lines and
headline, Gothic letter, 12-line initial on a2 recto supplied in red and blue with red
penwork extensions in inner margin, 4- and 5-line initials in red or blue, initial-strokes in
red, disbound, in a modern box, first three gatherings and final gathering detached, some
light dust-soiling at beginning and end, one small wormbole in foremargin of first few leaves

Another undated edition of this work signed by Furter is described by GW as being part
of a 1505 edition printed by Amerbach, Petri and Froben.

Provenance: Bibliothek Oberherrlingen, with engraved bookplate dated 1839; Madeleine
and René Junod, with bookplate

References: HC *1982; GW 2912; BMC iii 753; Goff A1275

£6,000-8,000
€9,700-12,900
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23 Avicenna, i.e. Husain ibn ‘Abd Allah, Abu ‘Ali. Metaphysica (edited by Franciscus de
Macerata and Antonius Fracantianus). Venice: Bernardinus de Vitalibus for Hieronymus de
Durantibus, 26 March 1495, FIRST EDITION, 41 leaves (of 42, without initial blank leaf),
double column, 65 lines and headline, Gothic letter, 3-, 4- and 8-line initial spaces with
printed guides, heading on a2 recto printed in red, woodcut device at the end of the text

Galen. Ugo in libris microtechni (commentary by Hugo Senensis). Venice: Luc Antonio
Giunta, 1523, 4- and 13-line woodcut initials, 3 woodcut diagrams in text, lacking last 10
leaves

2 works in one volume, Chancery 2° (287 x 204mm.), late sixteenth-century English
(Oxford?) calf, single gilt fillet border, gilt centre-piece, some light damp-staining, rebacked
and edges repaired

FIRST EDITION OF AVICENNA'S METAPHYSICA, in which he attempted to integrate all aspects
of science and religion in a grand metaphysical vision and thus explain the formation of
the universe and elucidate the problems of evil, prayer, providence, prophecies, miracles
and marvels. The second work is a rare edition of Galen’s Microtechni with a commentary
by Hugo Senensis.

FROM THE LIBRARY OF SIR KENELM DIGBY. At his death in 1665 his library was still in Paris,
where the authorities sold it for 10,000 crowns. It was repurchased by his kinsman the
Earl of Bristol who then offered it for sale by auction in London in 1680.

The centre-piece on this binding is unrecorded by David Pearson, Oxford Bookbinding
1500-1640, Oxford, 2000.

Provenance: Sir Kenelm Digby (1603-1665), with signature and motto on first title-page
‘Vacate et videte Kenelme Digby’; Capt. EC. Brooke, Ufford, Woodbridge (Suffolk);
Kenneth Garth Huston, with bookplate

References: Avicenna: HC 2216=2217; GW 3130; BMC v 547; Goff A1431; Klebs 135.1;
Galenus: Waller 4977

£4,000-5,000
€6,500-8,100
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24 Barberiis, Philippus de. Discordantiae sanctorum doctorum Hieronymii et Augustini

(Sibyllarum et prophetarum de Christo vaticinia; Proba: Cento Vergilianus; Thomas
Aquinas (pseudo-): Praefatio super symbolum Athanasii; Explanatio super orationem
dominicam; Explanatio super salutationem angelicam; Explanatio super Te Deum;
Explanatio super Gloria in excelsis; Donatus theologus). Rome: Joannes Philippus de
Lignamine, [after] 1 December 1481

Second edition, Chancery 4° (191 x 136mm.), 82 leaves, 27 lines, Roman letter, 3-, 4-
and 7-line initial spaces, 29 woodcuts, eighteenth-century English speckled calf, /st few
leaves stained, a few leaves partly detached, rebacked

In this little work Barbieri defends fiercely a Thomist position, which sees all knowledge
and truth as being contained in the thought of St Thomas Aquinas. Barbieri (1426-
1487), an important Dominican, was born in Syracuse, travelled much in Spain, where
he was involved in the persecution of the Jews in 1479/80, and returned to Sicily
probably in June 1485.

The woodcuts of the prophets and sibyls face each other (cf. the prophets and sibyls in
Michaclangelo’s Sistine chapel paintings), King David facing the Sibyl of Cumae, who is
said by Virgil in Eclogue IV to have foretold the birth of Christ (lines 4-10 of the poem
are actually quoted beneath the woodcut; the other legends are all in prose, largely taken
from the O.T.), and Isaiah facing Christ, followed by John the Baptist facing a cut of the
Nativity (with a non-biblical text). Last comes Plato (with the opening words of St. John’s
gospel as legend), but facing a page of text in which Augustine’s statements about Plato
are given, followed by mention of Hermes Trismegistus and Aristotle. The Cento of
Faltonia Betitia Proba, Christian poetess and the wife of the prefect of Rome in 351, is
preceded by a woodcut of her. This Cento is made up of lines of Virgil arranged to give an
account of the creation of the world and the life of Christ, a suitable adjunct to what has
been foretold by sibyls and prophets, about his coming. The remaining texts of St.
Thomas on the Credo and the great hymns and prayers of the church, again form a most
fitting sequel, and the Donatus theologus (a tide inscribed in a very early hand on the first
leaf), a brief summary of Christian doctrine, its title taken from the most famous
grammar book of the Middle Ages, and a work using grammar for theological questions
(‘nam filius est alius a patre: et tamen est deus. Sed si li solus excludat aliud neutraliter
tantum: propositio vera est. Quia filius est alius a patre: non tamen aliud. Et similiter
spiritus sanctus...) closes the volume.

There are a few early sixteenth-century marginal notes, in an English hand.

This is the second of two editions printed by Lignamine, both dated 1 December 1481.
The eatlier edition (Goff P118) contains only seventy leaves and thirteen woodcuts
(Proba and the twelve sibyls), which were recut for the second edition, with the addition
of an architectural border. The twenty-nine woodcuts show the twelve prophets, the
twelve sibyls, Christ, St John the Baptist, the Virgin Mary, Plato and Proba.

Provenance: C.W. Dyson Perrins, with bookplate (sale in our rooms, 17 June 1946, lot
36)

References: HCR 2455; GW 3386; BMC iv 131; Goft B119; Sander 773; A.W. Pollard,
Ttalian book-illustrations and early printing, a catalogue of early Italian books in the library of
C.W. Dyson Perrins, 1914, 24; for Barbieri see DBI 6, 217-221

£30,000-40,000
€48,500-64,500
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25 Bernardinus Senensis. Sermones de evangelio aeterno. Basel: Nicolaus Kesler, [c. 1490-

1495]

Second edition, Chancery 2° (302 x 214mm.), 299 (of 300) leaves, double column, 56
lines and headline, Gothic letter, 3- and 5-line initials spaces, a few with printed guide-
letters, printer’s woodcut device at the end, early sixteenth-century German or Swiss
pigskin over thick unbevelled wooden boards, tooled in blind with two frames enclosing a
diaper of curved ‘headed-outline’ tools, four other tools, round rosette, lion rampant
lozenge, eagle standing facing left with wings spread lozenge, free plant, light brown
edges, lacking fol. 1, some damp-staining in last few leaves, lacking one clasp, new endpapers

Second edition, which BMC dates as [not after 1494] on the basis of an ownership
inscription dated 1494 in a copy in the von Klemperer collection.

The binding tools are not recorded in Kyriss or Schwenke/Schunke.

Provenance: Bibliothek Oberherrlingen, with bookplate dated 1839; Madeleine and René
Junod, with bookplate

References: H *2828; GW 3887; BMC iii 773; Goft B350

£3,000-4,000
€4,850-6,500
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26 Bernardus Claravallensis, Szint. Sermones de tempore et de sanctis et De diversis.
[Speyer:] Peter Drach, [after 31 August 1481, not after 1482]

Chancery 2° (287 x 211mm.), 305 leaves (of 306, without initial blank leaf), double
column, 44 lines, Gothic letter, 2-, 3- and 8-line initial spaces, initials, headlines,
paragraph-marks, initial-strokes, sermon numbers and underlining supplied in red,
contemporary blind-stamped pigskin over wooden boards, 4 metal bosses on each cover,
two clasps and catches, with an additional leaf of contemporary manuscript inserted
between V7 and 8, short tears in margins of a few leaves, damp-stain in lower margin of G7-
8, some other light damp-staining in margins, slight worming in inner margins of a few leaves

The third edition of these sermons by Bernard of Clairvaux, which were first printed at
Mainz by Peter Schoeffer in 1475 (Goff B436) and then by the Brothers of the Common
Life at Brussels in 1481 (Goff B433).

The present copy contains an additional contemporary manuscript leaf with two and a
half columns of additional text to be inserted after ‘pote principaliores’ in line 1 of
column b of V7 verso, apparently to supply a lacuna in the printing of De virginibus sermo
primo.

Provenance: Augustinian canons of Rebdorf, with early inscription at the end of the text;
Felix Strauss, with purchase inscription dated 1771

References: HC *2846=H 2842; GW 3942; BMC ii 491; Goff B437

£10,000-15,000
€16,200-24,300
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27 Bernardus Claravallensis, Saint. Flores. Cologne: Johannes Koelhoff, 14/82], 161 leaves (of
162, without initial blank leaf), double column, 38 lines and headline, Gothic letter

Albertus Magnus (pseudo-) Compendium theologicae veritatis (by Hugo (Ripelin)
Argentinensis; with table by Thomas Dorniberg). [Strassburg: Martin Schott, not before
1481], 144 leaves, 41 lines and headline, Gothic letter

2 works in one volume, Chancery 2° (279 x 207mm.), 2-, 3-, 4-, 6- and 8-line, initals in
red or blue, a few in the second work with penwork decoration, initial-strokes, paragraph-
marks and underlining in red, contemporary German binding of dark brown calf over
thick unbevelled wooden boards, tooled in blind to a diaper pattern inside a double
frame, decorated with only two tools, leafy tendrils wrapped around a staff, and a flower
in a vase, a few early manuscript notes in margins, lower margin of first leaf cut away with
loss of signature and repaired, some damp-staining in margins, occasional other light staining,
forst 14 leaves of the second work bound at the end, both boards slightly rubbed and wormed,
rebacked, one clasp renewed

From the ancient Benedictine Abbey of SS. Cosmas and Damian at Liesborn, Westphalia,
but not bound by the abbey bindery. The abbey, founded in the reign of Charlemagne,
joined the reforming Bursfeld Congregation in the fifteenth century and became a centre
of book production and learning. The large abbey library survived substantially intact
until the dissolution in 1803.

The second edition of Bernard of Clairvaux’s Flores, first printed at Nuremberg by Johann
Sensenschmidt, not after 1470 (Goff B388). As in most copies of this edition, the second
half of the date of printing has been added by hand in arabic numerals.

The Compendium theologicae veritatis, a summary of important theological concepts, was
published in two recensions during the fifteenth century. That printed in Nuremberg,
Speyer, Cologne, Ulm, Deventer and Strassburg, with the longer explicit, treated the text
as anonymous; that printed in Venice and then Lyons, with a shorter explicit, attributed
the text to Albertus Magnus. Its true author, Hugo Ripelin of Strassburg (d. 1368), was
prior of the Dominican convent of Strassburg. The text was first printed at Nuremberg by
Johann Sensenschmidt, c. 1470-72 (Goff A228).

Provenance: Benedictine Abbey of SS. Cosmas and Damian at Liesborn, Westphalia, with
early inscription ‘liber sanctissimi dei genetricis Marie sanctorumque Symeonis prophetae
ac Cosme et Damiani martyrum in lesbron ordinis sancti Benedicti’; B. Middendorff, of
Widenbruge (?), early inscription dated 1660 recording gift to; Joannes Oisthaus; Sir
Joseph Radcliffe, Rudding Park, with bookplate

References: Bernardus: HC *2926; GW 3929; Goft B389; Albertus: HC *435; GW 602;
BMC i 93; Goff A237

£15,000-20,000
€24,300-32,300
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ORATIO PHILIPPI BEROALDI Bo |
NONIENSIS DE FELICITATE HABI
TA IN ENARRATIONE GE:
ORGICON VIRGILHI ET
COLVMELLAE.

AGNA RES EST VIRI OR
natiffimi,et omnibus hotis omniom
m uotis expetita felicitas: hucrendunt
cunctorum uota mortalium: heceft
fumma curar( : hec eft {fomma rerti
expetendarii.felicitate termindtur noftra defider
ria . Cui felicitas ade{t:huic nihil protfusdeeft.
Inueniuntur qui regna non optent:qui uero feli
citatem repuadiet nullus exiftit : Nemo.n.non fe
lix effe uult : Nemo non felicitaté fummum bo ¢
. norii efle confentit . Quo circa de felicitate hur
mana rang de re rerum omniii maxime expetibif
li maximeqs expetéda hodierno die differtare c6!
ftitui : Er in hac differtatione Exlatiflimo pral
torum uirore flofculos non paucos hincinde det
cerpere : Q uorum odoratu olfactantes recreent.
Audiui olim ecclef1afticos contionatores:no parl
uz in ecclefia exiftimationis (uper felicitare conci
onantes. Sed tam implicataitam {pinofartam in/
at
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Beroaldus, Philippus. De felicitate opusculum. Bologna: Franciscus Plato de Benedictus, 1
April 1495

FIRST EDITION, Chancery 4° (213 x 152mm.), 36 leaves, 25 lines, Roman letter, initial
spaces with printed guide-letters, heading on al recto printed in red, printer’s woodcut
device on d8 recto, modern boards, a few early manuscript notes in margins, some light
spotting and staining in margins

The humanist tractates and neo-Latin verses of Filippo Beroaldi enjoyed considerable
popularity in the late fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries. The treatise De felicitate,
with its emphasis on the importance of moderation, is recorded in six incunable editions.
The dedication to this first edition, addressed to Jakob II, Margrave of Baden (1471-
1511, elected Bishop of Trier in 1503), records that Beroaldi commissioned an edition of
a thousand copies. A poem by Beroaldi at the end praises Germany for its discovery of a
gift greater than any known to antiquity: the art of multiplying books by printing.

References: HC 2969; GW 4132; BMC vi 828; Goff B482; IGI 1594

£3,000-4,000
€4,850-6,500
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Philippi Beroaldi Heptalogos fiue Septem Sa»
pientes Magna cura Impreflum Bononiz
per Benedictum Hectoris Bono:
nienfem. Anno Salw
tis. M.CCCC,
LXXXXVIII,

Die.XVIlIo
Decébris,
¢

Regiftrum, a.b.c, Omnes funt quatetni,
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29 Beroaldus, Philippus. Libellus quo septem sapientium sententiae discutiuntur. Bologna:
Benedictus Hectoris, 18 December 1498

FIRST EDITION, Chancery 4° (193 x 142mm.), 24 leaves, 27 lines, Roman letter, 3-line
initial spaces, printer's woodcut device on c7 verso, nineteenth-century straight-grained
roan, large arabesque in blind on sides, some light spotting

References: HC(Add) *2974; GW 4138; BMC vi 844; Goff B487; IGI 1598; Klebs 183.1

£3,000-4,000
€4,850-6,500
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Bible, Latin. [Basel: Johann Amerbach], 1479

Chancery 2° (300 x 214mm.), 548 leaves (a-y A-T10v12 x y10 {_g10 9_108 ), double
column, 47 lines and headline, Gothic letter, 6-, 7- and 13-line initials supplied in red
and blue interlock with brown and red penwork decoration extending into margins, 3-
line initials supplied alternately in red and blue, paragraph-marks and initial-strokes in
red (North German or Netherlandish?), contemporary calf over wooden boards, sides
ruled in blind, brass corner- and centre-pieces and two catches on upper cover, modern
cloth box, 6 pages of contemporary manuscript sermon notes (?) bound at the beginning,
many contemporary notes in margins, repair in lower margin of g2, short tear in text of g9
and L2, two clasps renewed, lacking corner- and centre-pieces on lower cover, spine repaired at

head and foot

AN INTERESTING COPY WITH CLEAR PROOF OF DETAILED CONTEMPORARY STUDY. This was
the first of the many editions to contain the commendatory verses ‘Fontinus ex graecis...".
Some copies of this Bible are found bound with the Interpretationes from Amerbach’s
1481 edition (GW 4246). GW records a variant printing on 9/8 verso, which omits the
nu[nje which is here printed above . 21 of the second column.

The marginal annotations are in a contemporary English (?) hand, and although scattered
throughout (with four only in the New Testament), are found mainly in Genesis, Joshua,
Kings (especially Kings IV) and Chronicles I. In addition to marginal summaries and
occasional additions, there are also running headlines written at the top of columns.

The manuscript leaves bound at the beginning seem largely based on Exodus, Kings, and
other O.T. books, grouped under various headings - De trinitate figura, De templo dei
(with text drawing on the book of Esdras), De traditione, De cruce passionis & resurrectione
domini, De beate marie virginis assumptione.

GW gives an erroneous leaf-count of 538 leaves by omitting quire Y10, while BMC and
BSB-Ink include the Inzerpretationes of the 1481 edition to give a total leaf-count of 572.

A sixteenth-century (?) manuscript note at the foot of the front paste-down reads: ‘FaVX
Satanae Sedes Apostolica 666’. On the back paste-down are two early pen sketches of the
crucified figure of Christ.

Provenance: Madeleine and René Junod, with bookplate
References: HC *3075; GW 4236 (+ var); BMC iii 745; Goff B561; BSB-Ink B-433

£30,000-40,000
€48,500-64,500
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Autelii epilcopi Martoranenfis oratio in funere Laurétii
Medice Neapoli habita

Iue Auguftilfimo c5fpectui tuo Magnanime Ca #

labrum dux & amplitudini concionis huius quam
paratamad audiendii uideo:fiue claritati hominis quem
mortalibus aflumptum hodierno funere profequimur ¢
oratione merita profpicii uoluiflet. Alterius profecto do-
¢trine & excellétioris ingenii fuerat eligendus oraror: qui
fua dicendiauctoritate ac uehementia:primum tante Ma
ieftati tue fatiffaceret.deinde audientiii animos:quo me #
ftiflimushic cafus expoftular:modoad gemitus & lachry
masinduceret.modo inductos eofdem probabilibus ar #
cumentis confolari & ad leniores affe¢tus reuocar fciret ¢
Tumn Florétie urbis eximia precenia Illuftre(cs res geflas:
tum domus medice decus ac gloriam:denicggenerofi Lau
rencii fulgentiflimas admirabilefg uirtutes appofite ccm#
memorare poflet. Verum quomodo accidifle dicamsrion
penuria eloquentium:quibus hec urbs feliciffima Nea -

polis abundat:non negligentia aut improuida optione :
fola ut reor temporis anguftia mihi potiffimum hee pros
uintia repofita eft:tanquam minorem iacturam fubituro:
{i nondum oratoris magnam celebritatem adeftus:prope
extempore dicendozaliquam tamen exhac honefla auda-
cia commendationem emererer: Sit utcunq::tibi principi
optimo ita wbenti parendum fuit:quod principi placet :
legem efle conftat.deguftaboigitur ac leuiter uelur apis
P florea rura fugienti ilimilis;cum Florentie:tum demus
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31 Bienatus, Aurelius, Bishap. Oratio in funere Laurentii de Medicis habita. [Milan:
Philippus de Mantegatiis, after 8 April 1492]

Chancery 4° (207 x 148mm.), 8 leaves, 27 lines, Roman letter, one 2-line initial, modern
vellum boards, foremargins frayed at top and bottom, some dampstaining and light browning

Lorenzo de’ Medici died on 8 April 1492 and this oration was delivered by Aurelio
Bienato, Bishop of Martirano, Calabria, eight days later in the church of S. Maria [a
Nuova in Florence. In it, Bienato emphasizes the newly-established political links
between Florence and Naples, the result of an alliance forged by Lorenzo with Ferdinand
of Aragon, King of Naples.

Bienato was also the author of an epitome of Lorenzo Valla’s Elegantiae linguae latinae,
three editions of which were printed at Naples between 1478-80 and 1491.

References: CR 780=1051; GW 4346; BMC vi 784; Goff B667; IGI 1722

£7,000-10,000
€11,300-16,200
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32 Boccaccio, Giovanni. De claris mulieribus. [Strassburg: Georg Husner, c. 1474-1475]

Chancery 2° (277 x 204mm.), 84 leaves, 35 lines, Gothic letter, 3- and 6-line initial
spaces, initials supplied in red, the first with brown penwork decoration, paragraph-
marks, initial-strokes and underlining in red, red morocco by Thompson, gilt edges, black
straight-grained morocco slipcase, contemporary manuscript quiring in lower margins,
nineteenth-century bibliographical note on front flyleaf, 2 washed copy, light sposting in
upper margins of first few leaves

The second edition of Boccaccio’s De claris mulieribus, preceded by Johann Zainer’s Ulm
edition of 1473 which was illustrated with 81 woodcuts. According to BMC the
Boulogne copy has an ownership inscription dated 1479.

Provenance: A. Odell, with ownership inscription; Hans Meyer, Leipzig, with ownership
inscription; George E. Sears, with bookplate

References: HC *3327 (var); GW 4484; BMC i 83; Goff B717; BSB-Ink B-560

£15,000-25,000
€24,300-40,400
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33 Bonaventura, Szint. De triplici via (Methodius (pseudo-): Revelationes; Bonaventura:

De preparatione ad missam). [Cologne: Ulrich Zel, before 18 September 1477]

Chancery 4° (210 x 145mm.), 48 leaves, 26 lines, Gothic letter, 2-, 3- and 4-line initials
supplied in red or blue, paragraph marks, initial strokes and underlining in red, modern
vellum, contemporary quire numbering a-f8 (cropped in most cases), some small
wormbholes in margins

The second edition of De triplici via, a brief but complete summary of medieval mystical
doctrine and the best known of Bonaventure’s mystical writings. It was first printed

anonymously at Speier by the Printer of the ‘Gesta Christi’, c. 1472-1473 (GW 4705).
A copy of the present edition was presented to Ennen on 18 September 1477.
References: HC *3498; GW 4706; BMC i 193; Goff B970; Voullieme (K) 275

£4,000-5,000
€6,500-8,100
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34 Bonaventura, Saint. Opuscula. Strassburg: Martin Flach, 31 October 1489

Chancery 2° (286 x 212mm.), 288 leaves, double column, 51 lines and headline, Gothic
letter, first initial supplied in blue on a red panel with blue, pink and green leafy
extensions in margin, other 3- and 4-line initials, paragraph-marks and initial-strokes in
red, contemporary Austrian(?) binding of black calf over wooden boards, the surface of
the leather mostly perished, the upper cover shows traces of having been divided into six
squares, each containing a free rosette inside a frame of ‘headed-outline’ tools, the lower
cover divided by a diaper and decorated with a small round stag tool, a very small rayed
circle and a palmette, each inside a surround of foliate tools, two clasps and catches, edges
plain, sewing guards from a vellum manuscript leaf written in Caroline miniscule,
modern cloth box, a few stains on first and last leaves, binding very worn, catches repaired

St Bonaventure (1221-1274), a Franciscan, ‘doctor seraphicus’, was one of the most
important theologians of the thirteenth century. This fourth edition of his Opuscula is the
first to contain Octavianus de Martinis’s life of the saint. The seven incunable editions of
the Opuscula, the earliest of which was printed at Cologne in 1484, all contain a varying
number of works; the present edition contains twenty-two.

The binding tools are not recorded by Schwenke/Schunke or Kyriss. A half-obliterated
inscription inside the upper cover mentions Lambach (in Styria: Benedictine Abbey
founded in 10806).

Provenance: Rendel Harris Library, Selly Oak Colleges, with bookplate
References: HC *3465; GW 4647; BMC i 150; Goff B927; CIBN B-615

£10,000-15,000
€16,200-24,300
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35 Bonaventura (pseudo-) Speculum Beatae Mariae Virginis. [Augsburg:] Anton Sorg, 29
February 1476

FIRST EDITION, Chancery 2° (260 x 206mm.), 48 leaves (of 50, without first and last
blank leaves), 39 lines, Gothic letter, one 8-line woodcut Maiblumen initial and other 4-
line woodcut lombard initials, the first 5 coloured in red, paragraph-marks and initial-
strokes in red, modern vellum, a few early manuscript notes in margins, several leaves
strengthened in inner margins, some light dampstaining in margins

Traditionally ascribed to Bonaventure, this devotional work about Mary is now thought
to be by the Minorite Conrad Holzinger of Saxony. Sorg printed a second edition in the
following year.

References: HC *3566; GW 4817; BMC ii 343; Goft B959

£5,000-7,000
€8,100-11,300
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REGISTRVM.'
Primo folio continetur Epiftola deinde
ABCDEFGH llkLMNOP Q.

Omnes fii quaterni excepto Q quié duemus.

36

36 Bossus, Matthaeus, Canon Regular of the Lateran. De instituendo sapientia animo.

Bologna: Franciscus (Plato) de Benedictis, 6 November 1495

Chancery 4° (213 x 153mm.), 128 leaves, 24 lines, Roman letter, initial spaces, some
with printed guide-letters, printer’s woodcut device on Q3 verso, nineteenth-century
vellum-backed boards, some early manuscript notes in red ink, first few leaves partly
detached, title-page lightly stained and with small repair in inner margin, occasional light
staining, binding slightly rubbed at edges

Matteo Bosso (1427-1502), a native of Verona, was Abbot of Fiesole between 1484 and
1492. The present work, written in Verona in 1494 and dedicated to Severino Calco,
comprises eight dialogues on the subject of philosophy and wisdom. The wisdom of the
ancient philosophers is dismissed in favour of true wisdom which is to be found in a
belief in God. The route to human perfection is through prayer, rather than by recourse
to astrology. The work concludes with an epigram by Antonio Aldegathi.

In his final book, Bossus praises his contemporaries, notably Ficino and Pico della
Mirandola, the fomer of whom is lauded for his translations of Plato, and the latter as one
of the most splendid luminaries of the age. Pico had been sent by Lorenzo de’ Medici to
Pico to study with him. Bossus here shows himself as adopting strongly Neoplatonic
views, and stresses that philosophy is valid only if conjoined with Christianity: ‘unde
philsophi quibus christiana non illuxit foelicitas; sunt vagati per tenebras erroresque
pueriliter’ (Hence it is that those philsophers on whom the happy light of christianity has
not shined, have wandered childishly through darkness and errors).

Provenance: H.C. Hoskier, with signature dated Feb. 1903 (sale in our rooms, 30 June
1908, lot 244); Walter Goldwater, with bookplate (sale New York, i, 1 December 1983,
lot 82)

References: HC 3675=*3677; GW 4954; BMC vi 828; IGI 2020; Goff B1043; Christ,
Plato, Hermes Trismegistus (1990) no. 61

£5,000-6,000
€8,100-9,700
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37 Burley, Walter. De vita et moribus philosophorum. [Nuremberg: Anton Koberger, before

1473]

Chancery 2° (278 x 204mm.), 94 leaves, 31 lines, Gothic letter, 2-, 4- and 6-line initial
spaces, first initial in blue and red with green and red penwork decoration extending into
margin, other initials, paragraph-marks, initial-strokes and underlining in red, English
mid-eighteenth-century morocco, 2-line gilt border, upper cover detached, short tear at

head of spine, edges rubbed

Walter Burley (1275-1345?), philosopher and commentator on Aristotle, studied at Paris
and Oxford, where he was a disciple of Duns Scotus. He became preceptor to Edward,
Prince of Wales, the Black Prince, later Edward II1. THe Vita et moribus philosophorum
contains the brief lives of 120 poets and philosophers including, amongst many others,
Zoroaster, Homer, Priscian and Seneca.

The present edition is the earliest of the incomplete ‘South German’ recension, lacking
some thirteen lives found in the ‘Cologne’ recension. A copy in the Bibliothéque
nationale contains a rubrication date of 1474.

References: H *4112; GW 5785; BMC ii 411; Goff B1319

£15,000-20,000
€24, 300-32,300
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38 Burley, Walter. De vita et moribus philosophorum. [Cologne]: Conrad Winters, de
Homborch, [between 17 March and 20 September 1479]

Royal 8° in quarter sheets (160 x 115mm.), 112 leaves, 27 lines, Gothic letter, 2-, 3- and
5-line initial spaces, initials, paragraph-marks, initial-strokes and underlining supplied in
red, eighteenth-century mottled calf, spine gilt in compartments, edges stained red,
extensive early manuscript notes on verso of final leaf and at the end of the table, fore-
margins cropped with initials shaved in a few cases

The present edition is the second of the complete text, reprinted from Ulrich Zels
Cologne Chancery quarto edition of c. 1470. The Royal paper used for this edition was
probably a remnant from the supply for Winters’s two Royal folios of this period,
Gregory, Homilia in Job (Goff G429) and Pharetra doctorum (Goff P573).

References: HC 4121; GW 5782; BMC i 246; Goff B1316; Voull(K) 297

£5,000-8,000
€8,100-12,900
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39 Cicero, Marcus Tullius. De officiis; Paradoxa stoicorum. Mainz: Johann Fust and Peter

Schoeffer, 1465

FIRST EDITION, Chancery 2° (245 x 174mm.), 88 leaves, 28 lines, Gothic and Greek
letter, headings and colophon printed in red, Italian illuminated 7-line initial on fol. 1
recto supplied in gold with vinework decoration in blue, green, pink and red, 3 6-line
initials in red and blue with penwork decoration, 1- and 2-line initials supplied
alternately in red and blue, paragraph-marks in red and blue, eighteenth-century German
red morocco gilt, single line gilt fillet, spine gilt in compartments, gilt edges, marbled
endpapers, modern morocco box, cloth chemise, a few early manuscript notes in margins,
pencilled examination note by Seymour de Ricci on a rear flyleaf, some scattered light
staining, 2 short tears on upper cover

ONE OF THE TWO EARLIEST PRINTINGS OF LATIN LITERATURE AND THE EARLIEST
APEARANCE IN PRINT OF ANY LATIN POEM. The De officiis occupied much the same place as
the Bible, and continued to occupy it for generation after generation. There is no other
secular book which approaches it.

Cicero’s De officiis, Tully’s Offices, as it was for long known in England, is a basic text of
moral philosophy, written in a marvellously clear and elegant Latin. It is both a
philosophical and a literary text, and it is primarily as the latter that it is here printed,
although it was as a moral text that throughout the Middle Ages it was constantly
quarried as a source by Christian writers, notably St. Ambrose, whose De officiis
ministrorum draws heavily, both in style and content, on Cicero. There exist many
manuscripts from the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries - ‘a host of recentiores’ (Michael
Winterbottom in Reynolds 7ext and Transmission (1983) p. 131) , and it was its huge
popularity that led to its being the first classical work to be printed, and almost
immediately to be reprinted. The De officiis is here followed by the Paradoxa, a work
dealing with the unbelievable, and belonging to a tradition of ancient paradoxographi,
which, through various mediums, was popular not only in medieval but also in
Renaissance times: there is in fact a whole group of such writers in the early modern
period, stretching up to, and beyond, Sir Thomas Browne.

Added after the end of the Paradoxa, are the “Versus xii sapientum... positi in epithaphio
Marci Tulii Ciceronis’, placed at the end,and followed by ‘Appolonius [sic] rhetor grecus
secundum Plutarcum. /Te nempe cicero. Et laudo et admiror. Se grecorum/fortune me
miserete.. cum videam erudicionem & eloquentiam./que sola bonorum nobis relicta erat.
Per te romam accessisse./ This must be Apollonius Molon who taught the young Cicero
who praised him in his Brutus.

Why did the printer choose Horace’s ode Diffugere nivess Here, as often, it is given the
title ‘Manlio torquato. Flaccius. De vite hu=/mane brevitate. Per aparacionem, temporis
hec’. But what we have is one of Horace’s most famous odes with its intimations of
mortality — Quo pius eneas. Quo tullus dives et ancus/Pulvis et umbra sumus-. It can
hardly have been to ‘fill a page’, - but yet the history of early printing is riddled with ‘ne
pagina vacet’. Odes IV. 7, a poem memorably translated by Housman, appears to be
about spring, and yet it isn’t, it contains the marvellous images of other seasons, of
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summer and of autumn with its fruits, and of the return of winter, all closely followed by
the images of death and decay, and it is death which is its real subject (cf. E. Fraenkel,
Horace p. 419). Did this have some particular resonance for the editor of this volume? We
know that for Housman it did: ‘one morning in May, 1914, when the trees in Cambridge
were covered with blossom, he reached in his lecture Ode 7 of Horace’s Fourth Book...
and in quite a different voice said: ‘I should like to spend the last few minutes considering
this ode simply as poetry’ ... He read the ode aloud with deep emotion... “That’, he said
hurriedly, almost like a man betraying a secret, ‘I regard as the most beautiful poem in
ancient literature’, and walked quickly out of the room’ (Mrs Pym in Grant Richards,
Housman (1941) p. 289).

This beautiful copy was decorated in Italy, although by the first half of the eighteenth

century it had migrated northwards before crossing the Atlantic ocean.

This editio princeps of De officiis competes for priority with the undated Subiaco edition
of the same author’s De oratore which has been dated, on the basis of an inscription in a
copy; once at Leipzig and now missing, [before 30 September 1465].

The present edition was printed both on paper and vellum, in approximately equal
quantities. A page-for-page reprint was completed on 4 February 1466 and a considerable
number of copies contain mixed sheets from both editions. The present copy, however, is
made up entirely of ‘pure’ 1465 sheets. All copies of both editions measure considerably
less than the approximately 30-cm height of a standard Chancery folio, suggesting that
the paper sheets were trimmed down, probably before going to press, to conform in size
to rather smaller vellum sheets.

THIS BOOK IS LIKEWISE ONE OF THE TWO EARLIEST TO CONTAIN GREEK TYPE; an edition of
Lactantius’s Opera, printed by Sweynheym and Pannartz at Subiaco on 30 October 1465
contains substantial Greek quotations. The Greek type of the present edition, used for the
apopthegms printed at the beginning of each of the six sections of the Paradoxa, was
crudely designed, with some of the letters printed backwards, indicating that the printers
did not know Greek. After Fust and Schoeffer’s second edition of 1466, German printers
did not attempt to use Greek type for another twenty years, instead using transliteration
or leaving space for manuscript additions.

According to De Ricci’s published description of this copy the date in the colophon was
altered to read ‘1440’ instead of ‘1465’. This spurious change has since been removed,
leaving behind faint signs of erasure.

Provenance: Samuel Engel, of Berne, 1743; Dresden, Konigliche Bibliothek; Willis
Vickery; Raymond and Elizabeth Hartz, sale Sotheby’s New York, 12 December 1991, lot
163

References: HCR 5238; GW 6921; BMC i 23; De Ricci, Mayence, 84:32

£100,000-120,000
€162,000-194,000
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artem (ine affiduitate dicendi non multum 1nuare:
ut itelligas hac prxceptiois ronem ad exercizatioém
accommodari oportere.,

‘ ( De Oracoris Officio . '
ORatoris officium eft de his rebus pofle dicere:

qua res ad ufum ciutlem moribus & legxbus
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40 detail

40 Cicero, Marcus Tullius. Rhetorica nova ad Herennium ([De inventione] Rhetorica vetus,

edited by Omnibonus Leonicenus). Venice: Nicolaus Jenson, 1470

FIRST EDITION, Royal quarto in half sheets (254 x 183mm.), 138 leaves, 30 lines, Roman
letter, 5- and 6-line initials in gold on coloured panels, the first with white-vine border
ornament, the others either on blue-red-green white-vine grounds, or on single-colour
grounds with gold floral filigree, 2-line initials and paragraph-marks alternately in red and
blue, eighteenth-century English diced Russia, gilt dentelle border, spine gilt, marbled
endpapers, cloth box and chemise, a few early manuscript notes in margins, earlier vellum
flyleaves bound in, first page stained and with a vellum repair in lower margin, a single
wormbole running through text of last 11 leaves, rebacked retaining original spine

FIRST EDITIONS OF BOTH TEXTS. Although many incunable catalogues treat the two texts
as separate editions, BMC is in fact correct to consider this as a single edition. The titles
Rbetorica vetus and Rhetorica nova, used in Jenson’s edition, were given to these works in
the Middle Ages. The anonymous Rbetorica ad Herennium, composed c. 86-82 BC, is
addressed to the unidentified C. Herennius. Neither Quintilian’s assignment of
authorship to Cornificius, nor the medieval assignment to Cicero is now accepted. The
Rbetorica vetus, or De inventione, a treatise on some techniques of rhetorical argument, is
one of Cicero’s earliest extant writings and bears a close resemblance in parts to the
Rbetorica ad Herennium.

To the humanist of the fifteenth century every word of Cicero, and even some with which
like the Rbetorica ad Herennium he had no connection at all, was sacred, to be read,
copied, commented upon, and ultimately printed. His importance as the master of Latin
prose in every style, rhetorical, oratorical, epistolary and philosophical (which in some
ways he created) has at no time been other than admired and copied, and this was still
true for schoolboys in England in the 1950s. The De inventione and the spurious
Rbetorica ad Herennium were closely linked. Various manuscripts, some incomplete,
survive.

In the fifteenth century printed texts of Cicero were a lucrative item, something which
Jenson quickly realised: his first two books were editions of Cicero, although he was not
the first to print many texts. The printing of Cicero’s works followed on the literally
hundreds of manuscripts from the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries which were in
circulation. By 1500 over three hundred editions of different works or groups of works
had been printed.

Jenson chose his editor wisely. Ognibene da Lonigo was a humanist and educator of great
learning ‘quem dat utraque lingua patrem’, as the verses of the colophon state. Himself a
pupil of the famous educator Vittorino da Feltre, he taught at Treviso and Mantua, and in
1443 was made public preceptor at Vicenza, where he remained until 1493 attracting
students from all over Italy. He edited a number of texts for Jenson.

Jenson’s entry onto the Venetian market came in 1470, when he printed four editions. In
1471 he increased this to 18. The beauty of his type and layout of his books have been
much admired from the outset. Apart from Gutenberg and (in the Anglo-Saxon world)
Caxton, Jenson is probably the only fifteenth-century printer generally known, and that
by virtue of his excellence in type. The partnership of editor and printer is elegantly made
in elegiacs preceding the explicit:

Emendata manu sunt exemplaria docta

Omniboni: quem dat utraque lingua patrem.

Haec eadem lenson ueneta Nicolaus in urbe

Formauit: Mauro sub duce Christoforo.
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The deluxe book market in printed books demanded from the outset that copies be
printed on vellum, a tradition revived by the Kelmscott and Ashendene presses, although
it had never completely died out. Jenson printed a number of both secular and
ecclesiastical texts on vellum, including other works by Cicero (Somnium Scipionis
Epistolae familiares (2 editions) and the Epistolae ad Brutum). Vellum dedication copies
were also printed for the dedicatees or progenitors of works, and sometimes were
elaborately decorated (the marvellous Douce copy of the Jenson 1476 Pliny, decorated for
Filippo Strozzi is a famous example; Douce 310 in the Bodleian Library, Oxford; there
are other similar copies, e.g. that at Holkham).

In the eighteenth century the great collectors, beginning with Lord Harley, sought out
vellum copies: he possessed (1743 sale catalogue) 210 editions; Gaignat had 98; the duc
de la Valliere 176. The growth of printing on vellum manifested in France in the late
eighteenth and early nineteenth century means that whereas in the case of Harley, the
books printed on vellum are early books, the highest score of Van Praet’s contemporaries,
that of A.A. Renouard, included a large number of contemporary items, some published
by Renouard himself. Lord Spencer, the great English bibliophile, possessed some 108
vellum copies. The British Library has today 178 incunabula printed on vellum, and
about twice that number for the sixteenth century (a number swollen by the production

of liturgical books).

There seems to be some confusion as to how many copies printed on vellum exist today
of the two texts here printed. Van Praet lists seven (Paris BNE, Paris St. Gen. (with initials
in gold and colours), Parma, Vienna, Upsala, one belonging to the chevalier Bartolini at
Udine, and Blenheim.) ISTC however lists only four on vellum (BNE Vienna, Upsala
(lacking ff. 67-70), and Washington LC Rosenwald Collection 213: this last the erstwhile
Sunderland/Blenheim copy, sold in 1881 (lot 2887) bound in French red morocco ‘with
the device of the sun’ and bought by Robert Hoe (Vision of a collector, p. 29; it was lot 742
in the Hoe sale, where the binding is described.)

Copies at the Bibl. St. Geneviéve and that at Parma are listed in ISTC but not as vellum
copies, although that at Parma is. This copy, listed in GW under its previous location at
Chatsworth, is the sixth copy which can be physically attested. The binding is an early
eighteenth-century English russia binding (for the introduction of Russia leather into
binding in England see G. Pollard ‘Changes in the style of bookbinding, 1550-1830’ in
The Library Sth series XI (1956) pp. 81-82) probably dating from the 1720s or 1730s.
The decorative border resembles that on the presentation copies of Burnet's De statu
mortuorum et resurgentium (and other works by Burnet) in various English libraries. THIS
MAGNIFICENT BOOK therefore was clearly in England at this period , when the Sunderland
library was created, although when it was acquired for Chatsworth we do not know (is it
from Thomas Dampier’s celebrated collection acquired en bloc by the sixth Duke?).

Provenance: Orandius Jacobonius, of Terni, with early inscription on vellum flyleaf;
Dukes of Devonshire, with Chatsworth bookplate; sale Christie’s, 6 June 1974, lot 8; H.
Bradley Martin, with bookplate, sale Sotheby’s New York, ix, 14 June 1990, lot 3349

References: H*5057; GW 6733 & 6709; BMC v 166; Goff C672 & 644; Van Praet,

Vélins du roi, v, no. 31

£200,000-300,000
€323,000-485,000
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41 Cicero, Marcus Tullius. Tusculanae quaestiones. Venice: Nicolaus Jenson, 1472

Royal 4© in half-sheets (271 x 183mm.), 87 leaves (of 88, without the initial blank leaf),
33 lines, Roman and Greek type, 6-line initial spaces, illuminated by the Putti Master
with 5 historiated chapter initials and a frontispiece armorial (Priuli arms) in brown ink
and grey and blue wash (camaieu gris), early eighteenth-century English red morocco gilt,
narrow gilt border, small fleuron at corners, spine gilt in compartments, edges gilt,
marbled endpapers, modern quarter morocco box, a few early manuscript notes in

margins, the first page and several other pages with a few spots and stains, joints and corners
slightly rubbed

Cicero’s Tusculan Disputations ‘predominantly a school text bearing on Platonic
cosmology’, and often quoted from the tenth century in glosses on the commentary on
the Somnium Scipionis of Macrobius (Richard Rouse in L. D. Reynolds, 7exts and
Transmission, (1983) p. 135) were well known in the Middle Ages. In this text Cicero
writes of ‘the problems of the psychology of the happy life: death, grief, pain, fear, passion
and other mental disorders, and of what is essential for happiness... He writes here with a

passionate intensity and lyrical beauty’ (OCD3 (1996) p. 1563).

The relationship between Jenson and the printer and the Putti Master was close: the
printed books listed by Lilian Armstrong, are almost all printed either by Wendelinus de
Spira or Jenson in Venice. It appears that the decoration was organised by the printer, not
by the client. Some books clearly were obvious candidates for decoration, e.g. the 1472
Pliny printed by Jenson, of which several copies are extant, and the Livy of 1470. For the
most part the works are in Latin, but there are two editions of works by Petrarch in Italian
(Armstrong nos. 8, 21-22), in one of which occurs the motif of the Cupid riding a
dolphin, which is found in the present work. The books are to be found in many libraries,
but copies in private hands are most unusual: a copy of this edition of the Tusculan
Disputations, printed on vellum, which is at Treviso, has the arms of the Donado or
Dona family of Venice.

The provenance of this copy is immensely distinguished. Originally it was decorated for a
member of the Priuli, a distinguished family in Venice, that owned a number of decorated
books from the Jenson shop, e.g. the Columella of 1472 (which has passed through the
rooms several times since 1978) and the Sallust of 1474. It contains some early
annotations of a fairly basic nature. By the early eighteenth century it belonged to the
Earl of Pembroke, the celebrated English collector, of whom Pope wrote in Of Taste: an
epistle to the Earl of Burlington (1731):

Artists must chuse his Pictures, Music, Meats:

He buys for Topham, Drawings and Designs,

For Pembroke Statues, dirty Gods, and Coins,

Rare monkish manuscripts for Hearne alone,

And books for Mead, and Butterflies for Sloane.
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Pembroke, who enjoyed considerable public office in England in the reigns of William
and Mary, Queen Anne and George I, but was also a man of scientific interests and tastes.
He was president of the Royal Society 1689-90, and as well as his statuary, had as well a
distinguished library. It then passed to the friend of William Morris, and great collector,
Charles Fairfax Murray on whose death in 1918 it passed to Mr. C. S. Ascherson (who
also owned the Columella mentioned above), and thence to the great collector of
incunabula, bindings and sale catalogues Mr. Alfred Ehrman. It subsequently belonged to
the American collector George Abrams, at whose sale it was acquired by Mr. Ritman in
1989.

Of volumes decorated by the Putti Master only this volume and the magnificent copy,
printed on vellum, of the 1471 of Quintilian Institutiones oratoriae (lot 9 in the Garden
sale, 1989), have appeared at auction in the last thirty years.

The present edition is the second or third of this text, preceded by Ulrich Han’s 1469
Rome edition (Goff C630) and possibly the undated Paris edition of Gering, Crantz and
Friburger (Goff C632). In the present copy the last word of fol. 45 is in its corrected state
uoluptates; in most copies it is incorrectly set as uoluptatem. GW misdescribes the format
as folio.

Provenance: Priuli, with illuminated arms; Thomas Herbert, 8th Earl of Pembroke, with a
Pembroke binding and shelfmarks (sale in our rooms, 25 June 1914, lot 67); Chatles
Fairfax Murray (sale Christie’s, 18 March 1918, lot 182); C.S. Ascherson, with bookplate;
Albert Ehrman, Broxbourne Library, with bookplate (sale in our rooms, ii, 8 May 1978,
lot 632); George Abrams, with bookplate (sale in our rooms, 16 November 1989, lot 37)

References: H *5313; GW 6890; BMC v 171; Goff C631; Lilian Armstrong, Renaissance
Miniature Painters & Classical Imagery, 1981, no. 19

£200,000-300,000
€323,000-485,000

41 details, actual size
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42 Conrad von Megenberg. Das Buch der Natur. Augsburg: Anton Sorg, 24 July 1482

Chancery 2° (277 x 192mm.), 240 leaves, 35 lines, Gothic letter, 9-line woodcut
Maiblumen initials, 12 full-page woodcuts, initials and woodcuts all coloured by a
contemporary hand, in contemporary blind-stamped calf over wooden boards, outer
border of upper cover composed of a repeated large rosette, border of lower cover
composed of a repeated large palmette, central panels filled with a repeated artichoke
tool, spine decorated with palmette tool, modern morocco slipcase, fol. 3 supplied from a
shorter copy and bound before fol. 2, short tear in text of fos. 177 and 234 repaired with
partial loss of a few letters, a few repairs in margins, a few small wormboles and first and last
few leaves, some light staining mostly in margins, lacking 2 clasps and casches, lower cover
slightly wormed

The fifth edition of this earliest encyclopaedia to be written in a vernacular language.
Conrad von Megenberg (1309-1374) based his work on a thirteenth-century text
attributed to Thomas of Cantimpré, De rerum natura. It contains sections on astronomy,
meteorology, human anatomy, zoology, botany, metals, stones and monsters, each section
headed with a full-page illustration. The first edition, printed by Bimler in 1475, was the
first printed book to contain botanical and zoological illustrations. The second and third
editions, of 1478 (Goff C843) and 1481 (Goff C844), were also from the press of
Bimler; the fourth edition was printed by Johann Schénsperger exactly two months

before the present edition (BSB-Ink K-46).

According to both St. Augustine and Berthold von Regensburg, the laity possess two
books of Nature, those of heaven and earth. Conrad’s wish in this work was to teach
knowledge of the God created world of Nature in its being (7es) and in its meaning
(significatio). He used an abbreviated version of Thomas von Cantimpré, and a number of
other sources (Isidore’s Etymologiae, Avicenna s Canon, the Physiologus and the De
vegetabilibus of Albertus Magnus). At the end of his text he writes that he has ‘mér dan
daz drittail gemért und den sin erlducht his Latin sources. The largest space is in fact
given to the tropological and moral meanings of the text, and the various different
attributes of the Clerus, and of the various orders of society: the teacher and pupil among
them, are treated at length. The text is written ‘for his good friend’, probably one of the
community of the Stephanschule in Vienna, and was probably meant, like so many
works, as a useful source for preachers.

The woodcuts used by Sorg are close copies of those used by Bamler, except that the
portrait of St Ulrich at the head of the chapter on stones is replaced with a scene of a Turk
bringing a precious stone before a jeweller at his bench.

The binding is from Augsburg, the two tools—palmette and rosette—differing only in
minute variations of size from Kyriss, no. 90, an Augsburg workshop.

References: H *4045; BMC ii 349; Goff C845; Schreiber 3782; Klebs 300.5

£70,000-100,000
€113,000-162,000
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43 Cyprianus, Szint. Opera (edited by Johannes Andreae Bussi, bishop of Aleria). Rome:
Conrad Sweynheym and Arnold Pannartz, in the house of Petrus de Maximo, [before 26 July]
1471

FIRST EDITION, Median 2° (306 x 224mm.), 184 leaves (of 186, without first and last
blank leaves), 38 lines, Roman and Greek letter, 2-, 6- and 7-line initial spaces, 7-line
initials on fol. 5 recto in blue with red penwork decoration, other initials in red, initial-
strokes in yellow, cighteenth-century Italian vellum, gilt spine, marbled endpapers, edges
stained yellow, extensive early manuscript notes in margins, first page stained and other
scattered stains, a few small wormboles, two gouges on upper cover

FIRST EDITION, FROM THE LIBRARY OF AULUS JANUS PARRHASIUS (1470-1534), editor and
commentator of many classical texts, ‘the most informed humanist and most brilliant
critic of his age’ (R. Sabbadini, Le scoperte dei codici latini e greci, 1905, 159). His
extensive library of classical manuscripts and early printed editions was bequeathed to
Cardinal Antonio Seripandi (1493-1563), and the largest portion of it is now in the
National Library, Naples. The marginalia are probably in Parrhasius’s hand.

Cyprian (d. 258), bishop of Carthage, was the first great Christian writer, who remained
without rival until Jerome and Augustine. His extant writings consist of some eighty-one
letters and several important treatises including: the celebrated De ecclesiae catholicae
unitate, an exposition of the Lord’s Prayer De oratione dominica; De mortalitate, composed
during the plague which struck Carthage in 252; and two popular short works, De bono
patientieand De zelo & livore, written during the controversy over the rebaptism of
heretics. The edition also includes a number of pseudo-Cyprian tracts; the final text, a
fabulous narration of how King Pepin had the head of St John the Baptist translated to
Angers, was not part of the Cyprian tradition and is not included in the table of the
preliminary quire (see Socii Bollandiani, Bibliotheca hagiographica latina, 1898-1901, no.
4293, and Acta sanctorum (third edition) Iunii V, 650-652.

Vindelinus de Spira’s Venice edition of the same year (Goff C1011) was reprinted from
this edition, whose terminus is provided by the death, on 26 July 1471, of Pope Paul II,
to whom the work is dedicated. In his dedication, Giovanni Andrea Bussi, who edited
almost all the early publications of Sweynheym and Pannartz in Rome, states that he was
hard at work in preparing for press Nicholas de Lyra’s Bible commentary (edition
completed 18 November 1471 and after, Goff N131). Sweynheym and Pannartz were, he
says, in the process of printing the Vulgate Bible (Goff B535, dedication dated 15 March
1471), when they told him that their supply of Royal paper (carta maior) was depleted
and asked if he could supply some work for smaller paper, so that their workmen would
not have to be laid off. Such information suggests that GW and BMC’s dating ‘[January
or February] 1471’ is over-precisely calculated.

Provenance: Aulus Janus Parrhasius, by bequest to Antonio Seripandi, with inscription
(see above); (Seripandi bequeathed his library to the monastery of S. Giovanni di
Carbonara in Naples; in 1718 the monks, following a ‘hint’ from Vienna, presented their
manuscripts to Emperor Charles VI; they were returned to the National Library in Naples
by the terms of the Treaty of Saint Germain, 1919); monogram FG in ink at foot of first
page; Albert Ehrman, Broxbourne Library, with bookplate and note: ‘Binding damaged
in recurn from USA 1945’ (sale in our rooms, ii, 8 May 1978, lot 525); George Abrams,
with bookplate (sale in our rooms, 16 November 1989, lot 41)

References: H *5896; GW 7883; BMC iv 12; Goff C1010

£30,000-50,000
€48,500-81,000
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44 Ephraim Syrus. Libri sancti Effrem de compunctione cordis judicio dei & resure. &c.
beatitudine anime penitentia luctamine spiritali die judicij. [Freiburg im Breisgau: Kilian

Fischer, not after 1491]

Chancery 2° (315 x 220mm.), 20 leaves, double column, 52 lines and headline, Gothic
letter, rubricated, 4-line initials supplied in red (with guide-letters), modern vellum
binding

Ephrem the Syrian (c. 306-373 AD) wrote his many works in verse. His fame and
influence as both hymnodist and model of the monastic life spread throughout the
church both East and West, and led to a huge body of work in a wide variety of languages
being attributed to him.

He wrote in Syriac but early translations into Greek were made, and from these Latin
versions. The text here printed is the old Latin version. Ambrogio Traversari was the
translator of a group of sermons published in 1481 and subsequently reprinted, and this
formed the basis of a French translation by Pierre Cueuret published ¢. 1500 (GW 9335).

A manuscript in the Huntington Library (HM 1068) contains these six chapters in a
form generally the same as this printed edition, the major difference being that in the
manuscript the end of the first section is given in a shortened version.

References: H 6598; GW 9334; BMC iii 693; Goff E44

£10,000-15,000
€16,200-24,300
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